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The SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY to CAPTAIN AUSTIN. 

Sir, 22d October 1851. 

I am commanded to acquaint you, by my Lords Commissioners of the 

Admiralty, that they have appointed a Committee to inquire into the conduct 
and result of the late Arctic expeditions. 

My Lords are aware that on your first arrival you expressed your anxious 

desire to the First Lord to submit your conduct to the most searching investi
gation, and to meet the imputations circulated against you. Their Lordship" 

are glad that this inquiry will give you an opportunity. 

(Signed) JOHN PARKER. 

The SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY to Mr. PENNY. 
Sir, 22d October 1851. 

I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint 

you, that they have appointed a Committee to inquire into the conduct antl 
results of the late Arctic expeditions; and I am to state to you that YOll will 
ha\'e an opportunity of proving any of the allegations contained in your letter 

of the 10th October, and of giving any explanation of your own conduct. 

(Signed) JOHN PARKER. 





LETTER from Captain AUSTIN to the SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY, 

transmitting TRAVELpNG PARTIES JOURNALS. 

SIR, Woolwich, 23<1 October 185], 
I.-IN order that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty may 

be aware of the part taken by each travelling party, in prosecuting the 

~earch for the missing expedition in the autumn of 1850 and spring of 

1851, as also the amount of labour and privation each has undergone, I Twenty_six. 
~ 

have the honour to transmit herewith, for their Lordships information, the --

Reports and Journals of Proceedings of Captain Ommanney and the officers 

employed therein, as specified on the other side hereof. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain Royal Navy, late Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," 

and in charge of the Arctic Expedition. 
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Enclosure I of No. II of 1851. 

Captain AUSTIN to Lieutenant ALDRICH of Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute." 

ORDER to LIEUTENANT ALDRICH. 

By Horatio T. Austin, Esquire, C. B., Captain of Her Majesty's 
Ship "Resolute," and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic 
Seas. 

From the state this day of the ice newly formed, and the low range 
of the temperature for several days past, there is great reason to consider 
the expedition frozen in for the season', which admits of parties being 
detached for a limited period; and as it is most desirable that everything 
that is possible should be done in aid of the party to proceed to Cape 
Walker in the spring. 

Looking to your seniority in the expedition, and earnest desire to be 
employed in the search on foot, and relying on your judgment, experience, 
and prudence, I have selected you upon this occasion. 

You will be provided with one sledge, the six men hereafter named, pro
visions, and necessaries; and when perfectly ready proceed, accompanied 
by the party under Lieutenant M'Clintock, continuing together as long as 
the state of the ice may make it desirable to do so, your object being to 
reach Somerville Island, and there deposit as much of your three weeks 
provisions as you can spare (reserving sufficient tor your return); care
fully searching such parts as you pass for traces of the missing expe
dition; leaving notices stating the object of your mission, as also that of 
the expedition, at such places as it may be desirable to do so; looking 
carefully at the nature and state of the ice, so that you may have an idea 
of the best route to be taken hereafter; and keeping a record of your 
proceedings for my information. 

In the event of your finding the ice in such a fixed state as to admit of 
your advancing towards Lowther Island, relying on your prudence, you 
will be at liberty to do so. However, I have to remind you that the 
season is fast closing, and that, should you find the temperature fall to any 
extent, or the weather become more inclement than is at prcsent antici
pated, you must without hesitation make the best of your way back; as, 
under the circumstances of your service, (it being as much in the way of 
pioneering as anything else,) your safe return will be a cause of much 
satisfaction to me. 

Mr. Cheyne, mate, with a party of six men, will accompany you to any 
point within one day's march that may appear desirable, for the purpose of 
rendering assistance to your own and Lieutenant M 'Clintock's party; after 
which you will direct him to make the best of his way back. He will be 
provided with three days provisions and a tcnt. 

Be assured that you leave with very earnest prayer for your protection 
and guidance. 

Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," at 
Winter Quarters between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, the 30th of 
September 1850. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 

NAMES of the Six Men referred to. 
Daniel Gough, Serjeant, R.M., } H M Sh' "R It" 
Robert Holly, A.B., ,. Ip eso u e. 

James Tullett, Captain F. Top, } H M SI' "A" t " 
William Richards, A.B., . . lip .SIS ance. 
Joseph Organ, Ice Quartermaster, H.M. Steam Tender" Pioneer." 
F. M'Kenzie, A.B., H.M. Steam Tender" Intrepid." 

Lieutenant ALDRICH to Captain AUSTIN. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Re:<olute," between Griffith's and 
Sir, Cornwallis Islands, 6th October 1850. 

In obedience to your memorandum of the 30th ultimo, I proceeded 
on the 2d instant with the party placed under my command, in com
pany with the party under Lieutenant M'Clintock, accompanied by 
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a fatiO'ue party under Mr. Cheyne; during that day we reached the 
unnanfed cape west of Cape Martyr, from the s~ip N. W., true, distant 
from 10 to 13 miles, here we encamped for the mght all ~ogether. The 
ice over which we had travelled appeared to be old and In some places 
much broken up and hummocky. . 

On the following morning after an early breakfast the. partIes separated 
in pursuance with our respective orders; finding the. dIstance to Somer
ville Island to be as much as could be accomplIshed before dark, 
Mr. Cheyne and party accompanied me, which enabled us to do so. 
At 6 P. M. we reached the shore and encamped for the night, having 
passed over many miles of broken up, hummocky ice, which made the 
Journey a very fatiguing one. 

On the next morning we proceeded on our way to Lowther Island, 
but on ascending the land to examine the ice in our course, it proved to 
have several separations with water, perhaps tidal, for many miles, much 
broken up with hummocks and numerous heavy nips, without any appear
ance of a floe fit for travelling upon; this, coupled with a considerable 
fall in the temperature, thermometer -17°, rendered it my imperative duty 
to return, although a severe disappointment to me, and of much apparent 
regret to all the party. 

After satisfying myself of there being no record or other trace of 
the missing expedition, I deposited the depot of provisions specified on 
the other side hereof*, together with the record I received from the ship, 
and then proceeded on our hbmeward journey, encamping for the night at 
5h. 50m. P. M., on the young ice between Somerville and Griffith's Islands, 
which was the first level piece we had come to. At 6 A. M. the next 
morning (Saturday) the thermometer - 11 0, we again moved on, and 
reached the north point of Griffith's Island at 12h. 45m. So intensely cold 
was it that, although the wind was fortunately at our backs, the whole 
party preferred moving on, to waiting for the usual allowance of grog; 
we therefore continued along the shelving new ice near the shore, which 
enabled us to avoid a heavy nip and a quantity of hummocky ice, happily 
reaching the ship at 3h. 30m. P. M., none the worse for the trip, with the 
exc~ption of a few sore heels, which I see no possibility of guarding 
agamst. 

I have great pleasure in mentioning. t~e excellent feeling, spirits, and 
con?uct of the whole l?arty, an? feel It Incumbent on me to especially 
notIce the zeal and bodIly exertIOn of Mr. Cheyne, who tracked with the 
men nearly the whole four days, and I found him also an aO'reeable 

. 0 
compamon. 

] have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBT. DAWES ALDRICH, 

Lieut. in charge of party. 

* Deput at Somerville Islaml.-Pemmican, 951bs. Biscuit, 1361bs. Biscuit dust 401bs. 
Chocolate, l\Ioore's, lllbs. 2 bags containing 4 days provisions for 7 men. Ligndm Vitro 
(fuel), 421bs. Bag of sundries. 

Captain AUSTIN to Lieutenant ALDRICH of Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute." 

Her Majesty's Ship ., Resolute," at Winter Quarters 
. between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, 

SIr, 8th October 1850. 
. I beg leave to acknowledg~ the. rece~pt of your report of the 6th 
llls~ant, and to ex~ress. my entIre satIsfactIOn of your proceedings in exe
cutIon .of the. serVIce mtrusted to you, as also of your determination to 
return Immediately you saw the ice ill the strait separated. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 
Captain, &c. 
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Enclosure 2 of N o.ll of 1851. 

Captain AUSTIN to Lieutenant M'CLINTOCK of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Assistance." 

By Horatio T. Austin, C.B., Captain of Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," 
and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas. 

Looking to the state of the ice this day, and the mean temperature for 
some days past, there is every reason to consider the expedition frozen in 
for the season; the time appears therefore to have arrived for advancing 
a depot! in order ~o aid. a party to reac~ Mel~ille Isla~d in the ~pring. And 
taking mto conslderatlOn your experIence m ArctIc travellmg, and (as 
stated to me by Captain Ommanney,) the zeal and labour you have be
stowed in arranging the most efficient means for accomplishing a con
siderable distance, as also your earnestness to proceed at once, and the 
entire willingness of your Captain to give up the services of his senior 
lieutenant at the present important period, I have deemed it my duty to 
select you for this service accordingly; and as Mr. Bradford, the senior 
medical officer of the expedition, has been very desirous to accompany 
you, I have only to add, that it is a cause of much satisfaction to me to 
inform you, that you will have a gentleman of his ability and experience 
attached to you for this service. 

You will have under your command the men hereafter named, and be 
provided with three sledges, provisions, and necessaries, in almost every 
particular, as proposed and prepared by yourself. 

As soon, therefore, as you are in every respect ready, you wiII proceed 
in the direction you think best for the southern shore of Bathurst Island; 
and if en route you are able to examine if the coasts laid down as Corn
wallis and Bathurst Islands are connected, it will be satisfactory; how
ever, this is not the object of your mission; but it is to place as a depot 
as large a quantity of provisions as possible for a party hereafter to pro
ceed to Melville Island, as well as to examine such places as you reach 
for traces of the missing expedition. 

Yon will leave notices at such places as may appear desirable, stating 
the object of your mission, as also that of the expedition, and keep a 
record of your proceedings for my information. 

Relying on your experience, prudence, and zeal, I do not enter into 
further detail, and have only to remind you that the season is fast closing; 
and that if you find the ice in an uncertain state, or the weather more 
severe than there is reason to anticipate, your safe return (however limited 
the extent of your journey rna y prove) will be a source of great satisfaction 
to me. 

Be assured that you leave with my earnest prayers for your protection 
ana:' guidance. 

Given under my hand on board Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute" 
at Winter Quarters, between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, 
30th September 18.')0. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 

NAMES of the Men referred to. 

Benjamin Young, Captain Fore Top, } 
Moses Tew, A.B., 
W!lIiam Swaney, A.B., H.M. Ship" Resolute." 
Ell Bone, A.B., 
.John Davies, Bombardiel', R.M.A., 
'WilIiam Dore, Captain Main Top, } 
Stephen Howe, A.B., H M Sh' "A - . t .. 
John Cunningham, A.B., . . Ip SSIS ance. 
James Dawson, A.B., 
Edward Spencer, A.B., H.M. Steam Tender" Pioneer." 
Charles Campbell, cooper, } H M St T d ." I t 'd" 
John Salmon, A.B., . . earn ell er II repl • 
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Lieutenant M'CLINTOCK to Captain AUSTIN. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," Winter Quarters off 
Sir, Griffith's Island, 10th October 1850. 

I beg to acquaint you that in accord~nce .with your instruction, 
dated 30th ultimo, I proceeded from thIs shIp at 7h. Om. A.M. of 
2d October with the travelling party of twelve men placed .und~r ~y 
orders, and accompanied by Mr. Bradford, Surgeon. of Her M3:Jes~y s shIp 
" Resolute ;" also by parties under the orders of LIeutenant Aldnch, and 
Mr. Cheyne, mate. 

The weather being mild, clear, ~nd cal.m, we proceeded direct for a ca~e 
bearing N.! W. true (nearly), and belllg assIsted by.two men from Mr',Cheyne s 
fatigue party, we were enabled to keep pace wIth that under LIeutenant 
Aldrich. At 30m. past noon we halted for an hour to lunch; and at 
5h. 50m. P.M. encamped upon the grounded ice ~nder ~he cape (first cape). 
Estimated distance from the ship, 13 geographICal mIles; by pedometer, 
15i miles English statute. At 6h. 5~m. P.M. fin;d a roc~et. At 1O~. 30m. 
P.M. the tide flowed up through the tIde cracks III the Ice, and oblIged us 
to remove our tents to the land. Obtained compass bearings here. The 
ice travelled over this day was remarkably smo~th, until opening. the 
north point of Griffith's Island; it then became a mIxture of old floe pIeces 
and young ice, chiefly the latter, which was occasion.ally much pressed 
up, similar to that southwar~ of the ships; the ,travellmg, however, c~m
tinued to be good. Young ICe extended off thIS cape for about a mIle. 
Nothing seen to-day except one duck, three seals, and a few fox tracks. 

3d October.-At 7h. 50 m. A.M. parted company with Lieutenant Al
drich, Mr. Cheyne, and their parties, which proceeded direct for Somerville 
Island. Continued our journey northwards in as nearly a direct line for 
the next distant head land, as was compatible with an examination of the 
coast line for cairns or other conspicuous traces of the missing expedition. 
Halted to lunch at one o'clock, the weather clear and calm, temperature + 7°. 
At .'5h, 15m. P.M. encamped upon the extreme of a low prominent point, 
temperature, _100. An island, supposed to be Brown's Island, lying 
W.N.W. true, distant 6' or 7'. Saw Bathurst Island distinctly to the 
N.W. Our estimated distance from first cape, about 13 miles. At 
6h. 16m. P.~I. some of the party reported a rocket fired to the eastward, 
whilst others thought it merely a shooting star. The ice travelled over 
to-day was generally rugged, and apparently some years old, the hollows 
were filled with snow. . 

4th Octobe1'.-Started at 7h. 50m. A.M.; a light air from the eastward; 
clear, cold, fine weather; temperature-ll 0. Skirted round a deep bay, and 
encamped one mile short of the extreme point visible of Cornwallis Island. 
Weather overcast, temperature +10. The travelling good througho~ the 
~ay .. ~ome he~vy hummocks w~re pressed up on this point, and young 
Ice off It. Obtamed the true bearmg of eastern extreme of Griffith's Island 
S.E. by S. Estimated distance from last encampment, 13~ miles. A fo~ 
was seen to-day. -

5th October.-A steady fresh' breeze from N.E. all night, with snow
drift; but being anxious to observe the trending of the coastline north
wards of this point, and the wind being off the land, we proceeded at 
sh. 30m. A.M. Temperature, -So. Off this point, at a distance of ,'5 or 6 
miles, is ll;n is~and about 2, mi~es ~n length,. its longest diameter being 
towards thIS pomt, and t~rmlllatmg 111 a, low SpIt; the opposite end is high 
and bluff; we supposed It to be Brown s Island. On rounding the point 
(Detention Point), the wind drew round to north, and land trended 
N.N.W. (true)., ,At 10 h. 40 m. A.M., the wind having increased consi
derably, the dnftmg snow prevented our seeing for more than a few 
hundred yards; and .several sl~ght frost-bit,es having occurred, we pitched 
our. tents under a, ndge of lImestone shIllgle which afforded some pro
~ectlOn, from the wmd. . The sky was clear, and sun out, but we found it 
ImpOSSIble to face the wmd for any length of time. Towards evening the 
weather became more ,windy, th.reatening, and overcast; secured <JUr tents 
firmly, end on to the wtnd .. Durlllg the afternoon the young ice had broken 
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away and left a lane of water along shore, but the thick snow-drift. 
prevented our seeing either its width or extent; temperature _8°. 

6th October.-Blew strongly all day with thick drifting snow, and 
weather overcast; we were confined to our tents. Temperature inside, 
+ 18°; but we found it sufficiently warm in our blanket bags. Temperature 
at noon, +3°. 

7th October.-Rather less wind; temperature at 9 h. A.M., 2°; thick 
weather with thick drifting snow. Observed a considerable swell upon the 
water a~d loose pieces of ice drifting rapidly to the southward. Unable to 
proceed upon our journey. Dug out two of our sledges which had been 
covered with three or four feet of drift. snow during the night, cleared out 
the tents, and built a snow wall to shelter- one of them £i'om the wind. A 
few slight frost-bites occurred. A track, supposed to be that of a wolverine 
was seen. The wind moderated towards evening. 

8th October.-The wind still from north, but more moderate; fog 
hanging over the water, and mist over the land limited our view to less 
than a mile. As there was so little improvement in the weather, and the 
party had suffered considerably from cold and three days confinement in 
the tents, I determined upon depositing the depot of provisions at this 
Dlace and returning at once to the ship, more particularly as this is the 
farthest point whose position I have been enabled approximately to 
ascertain. The depot was placed upon a conspicuous ridge about forty 
feet above the sea, and a boarding pike placed in the ground, with a 
cylinder and record of our visit attached. Leaving the men to pack the 
sledges and commence our return journey, at 8h. 40m. A.M., Mr. Bradford 
accompanied me northwards to increase as much as possible our knowledge 
of the coast. We found that it became extremely low, with outlying 
shingle ridges, and large hummocks of ice pressed up, at short intervals. 
Near the beach were several shallow fresh-water ponds, now frozen hard 
to the bottom. Having walked three miles along the coast we found it 
to be nearly straight, and trending about N. by W., true. The open water 
continued no farther northwards, and appeared to turn off to the west. At 
ten o'clock we commenced our return, feeling deeply disappointed that the 
four days we had spent upon this interesting part of the coast had been 
so thick as to prevent our ever being able to see any oqject at more than 
one mile distant; it shortly afterwards blew strongly with thick drifting 
snow. Mr. Bradford wounded two bears near our old encampment. At 
Ih. 20m. P.M. overtook the party, and proceeded direct for the first cape. 
The lane of water appeared to terminate near the north end of Brown's 
Island; its length coastwise was about six miles, but the fog hanging over 
it prevented our observing its width. By 4h. Om. P.)!. the wind had fallen 
light, and weather become clear; temperature,-2°. Continued our journey 
with all speed until 8h. P.M., when we observed three rockets thrown up 
by the squadron. Encamped upon the ice about five miles from the first 
cape, having accomplished twenty-three miles. 

9th October.-Morning clear; saw the squadron distant about 17 miles; 
started at seven o'clock_ Passed two fresh cracks in the ice extending off 
from the first cape. At nine o'clock the weather became foggy; travelled 
by compass until noon, when we made Griffith's Island, and pitched our 
tents to lunch. At forty minutes past noon the fog lifted and we saw the 
ships distant about 5 miles; continued our journey. At 2 P.M. we were 
met by Mr. May, and a fatigue party from the "Resolute;" continued 
thick fog, heard several guns fired. At ten minutes before four o'clock, 
we arrived on board Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," the party all well. 

I feel it to be my duty, before concluding this report, to bring promi
nently before you the zealous and admirable conduct of the men placed 
under my orders, together with the unvarying cheerfulness and spirit with 
which they exerted themselves to overcome every difficulty, and to forward 
the object of our journey; displaying throughout a degree of enthusiasm 
alike honourable to themselves and highly satisfactory to me. 

And I further beg to take this opportunity of expressing the gratifi
cation it afforded me in having so experienced and agreeable a companion 
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as Mr. Bradford; the solicitude with which he watch~t °h~r ht~ h~al!~ 
of the men, and the friendly and unres~rved manner WIt w IC e a 
times aided me with his opinion or advIce. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) F. L. M'CLlN~OCK, 

LIeutenant. 

The depot consists of the following provisions, packed in metal cases: 

lbs. 
256,\- Pemmican. 
240 - Biscuit. 

40 Pounded biscuit. 
22 Moore's patent chocolate. 

A sketch showing the coastb:ne as seen by tmvelling paTty. 
[The thirk coastline is that laid down by Sir Edward Parry.] 

• PL ACE 

BROWN I 

OUT 
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SCALE OF' MILG!I 

ISLAND 

Captain AUSTIN to Lieutenant M'CLINTOCK of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Assistance." 
Her Majesty's Ship ee Resolute," at Winter Quarters 

between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, 
Sir, 11th October 1850. 

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 10th 
instant, and to express my entire approbation of your proceedings, and the 
satisfaction afforded me by the manner in which you have been able to 
speak of the assistance of Mr. Bradford, of the conduct and zealous cheer
fulness of the men, and their return without any casualty, after exposure 
to such severe weather. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain, &c. 
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Enclosure 3 of N 0.11 of 1851. 

Lieutenant OSBORN to Captain AUSTIN. 
Her Majesty's Ship" Pioneer," 

Sir, . 13th October 1850. 
I have the honour to report my return from examining the coast of 

Cornwallis Island, between Cape Martyr and an unnamed Cape, to the 
N.W. of our present position, without having found any traces of the 
missing expedition. 

The breadth of the bay, seen to the northward of our present position, 
is about ten miles; and the land recedes to the distance of five miles. 

Three good harbours are formed by projecting points in the said bay, 
a rough sketch of which I have annexed. 

Two small islands and several shoals which I observed lead me to con
jecture that water in the bay is generally shallow. 

The only sign of the neighbourhood having been visited by human 
beings, was in the ruined remains of a conical shaped stone house, about 
sixteen feet in circumference; it must, however, have been of very ancient 
date, being much overgrown with moss, &c. This ruin lies about one mile 
and a half north of Cape Martyr. 

A solitary ptarmigan was the only living thing seen by us, and no traces 
of animals were observed. The land was a good deal covered with snow; 
but on flat and sheltered positions grass and moss was found in abundance. 
During the three days we have been absent the length of our daily 
journies have been as follows :-

Thursday, October 10th - 10 miles temperature 6 + 
Friday, " 11 th 14" - temperature 3 -
Saturday, " 12th 13" temperature 8 + 

We found the equipment admirably adapted for the service, and the 
ration of food ample. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) SHERARD OSBORN, Lieut. 

/0 5 , __ I 

SCALE OF NILES 

W---l--- E 
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Captain AUSTIN to Lieutenant OSBORN, in charge of Her Majesty's 
Steam Tender" Pioneer." 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," at Winter Quarters 
between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, 

Sir, 16th October 1850. 
I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your report. of t~e 13th 

instant, and to express my entire approbatIOn of the manner m WhICh J.'ou 
examined the coast from Cape Martyr westward to the unnamed pomt, 
bearing from the ship north-west (true). 

I have, &C. 
(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain, &c. 

Enclosure 4 of No. 11 of 1851. 

General Memorandum. 
No.3. 
Captain AUSTIN to Captain OMMANNEY, Her Majesty's Ship " Assistance," 

the Lieutenants in charge, and the Officers, Seamen, and Marines 
composing the Expedition. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," at Winter Quarters 
between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, 

10th March 1851. 
In making known the plan of operations shortly to be entered upon, I 

consider it a fitting occasion to observe,-
That hitherto the principal object has been to endeavour to preserve 

health, by careful attention to exercise in the open air, and, by instruction, 
amusement, and social intercour3c, to pass the dreary period of an Arctic 
winter, and which, under the kindness of Providence, has brought us up to 
the present time in health and comfort. This of necessity has prevented 
the completion of some detail called for, so as to be in a state of readiness 
for commencing the importaut operations of search as soon in the month 
of April as the temperature will permit. 

It therefore now behoves each and everyone seriously to consider the 
task he has voluntarily undertaken in the noble mission of searching for 
our long absent countrymen, and is incumbent on all to attach themselves 
to the officers under whom they are placed, and be on terms of friendly 
association with each other, turning the period hitherto employed in 
exercise into that of healthful exertion as training for the labour before 
them. 

The time hitherto set aside for instruction and amusement until 8 P.M., 
should now be given to the preparation of themselves, their party, and 
their sledge, until all is complete in every detail; the Saturday evening 
should also be given to the same purpose, as also the Thursday half-holiday, 
if found necessary. 

With this, an~. every kind good feeling towards e:tch other, joining 
" heart and hand m the great work before us, and trustmg all else to Him 
who has hitherto shown us great mercy and protection, (be our endeavours 
crowned with success or not,) we shall be able to look forward to our 
r~turn to our country and homes with satisfaction,', .to receive that descrip
tton of welcome that the "Endeavour to deserve IS sure to entitle us to. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 
Captain, &c. 
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PLAN of OPERATIONS for Search by Travellihg Parties, detemrined upon 10th March ] 851. 

'

Name , 
Officers' and Men's Names. of Sledge. 

Extended. 

*1t
i'a:' g::::anne

y
: :"

f 
James Brooke 
Charles Campbell 
Edward Privett 
George Davis 
Thomas Ward -J 
Lieut. W. H. Browne l 
Joseph Beams - - I 
William H arvey . I 
John Bettison - ? 
William Lowrie " 
Richard Binstead ' 
George Martin -J 

Extended. 

Lieut.SherardOsborn I 
Mr. H. P. Webb - r 
J ames Marshall -
Edward Spencer ' 
William M'Arthur ' 
Edward Thomas -, 
.John Green ' 
John Harbourn - ) 

Mr. Fred. J. Krabbe } 
Thomas Armstrong -
Thomas Wilson -
John H eyden - , 

Extended. 

Lieut. R. D. Aldrich l 
Setjeant Gough " 
William' Coles ' 
Peter Finnecy - > 
Robert H olly , I 

Thomas Ransom " 
William Huggett -
James Fox - -J 

Extended. 

Lieut.F.L.M'Clintock 1 
James Wilkie -
James Dawson ' 
William Richards _? 
John Salmon - " 
James Hoill - _ 
James Rodgers ' J 

r 
I 

Rcliullcc < 
I 
L 
( 

I 
E ntcrprize< 

I 
L 

r , 
True Blue ~ 

i 
L 

Success { 

Lady 
Franklin 

Persever. 
ance 

r 

J , 
L 

DistinguiSh,' 
iog Flag. Motto. lIIotto. I 

DistingUiSh-' Name \ 
ing Flag. of Sledge. Officers and Men's Names. 

SOUTHERN DIVISION. 

CAPTAIN OMMANNEY. 

South-western Branch. 

1 
I 
I Domine I dirige 1I0S. 

J 1 Gaze where 

'

some dis. 
tant speck 

I a sa il > implies ; 

'

I \Vith all 
the thirst. 
ing gaze of 

J enterprize. 

f Sequor J 

jllv.re. I 

Respice 
fin em. 

L 

r 
I 
L 

"Vestern B ranch. 

l 

I Nil > dcsperan-I dum. 

J 

Nothing { 
adventure 

nothing . 
win . 

L 

I , 
~ Succour 

I 
J 
l 

t~ l Tnflexible 

I~ I 
j 

Auxiliary to the Southern Division. 

H 

} 

One and 
all. 

WESTERN DIVISION. 

Northern B1·anch. 

f 
In Den I 
confido. <. 

i 
l 

Western Bmnch. 

I 

l P ersevere '.;,"~ { and I to the end. intrepid. 

J 

I , 
> H otspur 

I 
J 

I 

~ 
I » Dasher 

I 
J 

L imited. 

(Lt. Geo. F. Mecham. 

I 
Wi ll iam Tullett. 
Robert Siessar. 

I George Green. 
W illiam Mitchell. 
J ohn Bai ley. 

L William Beedling. 

rMr. Charles Ede. 

'

George Drover. 
J ohn Elliott. 

-< Francis D ow. 

I Thomas Rumble. 
Thomas Cop lands. 

L William Colwi ll. 

Limited. 

rMr. Vesey Hamilton. 

I 
P eter Simpson. 
John Scarlett. 

-< J ohn Cunningham. 
I Geo. Francis. 

I Stephen H owe. 
Francis Webber. 

L William Manger. 

{

Wi lliam White. 
Robert M'Clean. 
Geo. Custance. 
Thomas Northhouse. 

Limited. 

( Mr. R. B. Pearse. 

I J ames Robinson. 
William Ward. 

I H enry D eller. 
~ James Shingleton. 

I 
William Culver. 
William George. 

LHenry Fussell. 

Limited. 

JM'. w. B. 8b,I.""'. 
James Fullarton. 
Robert Urquhart. 
Foster M·Kenzie. I Thomas Hood. 
George Wood. 

L H enry Morgan. 

Benjamin Young -
Mr. A. R . Bradford -1 r- ~ 

1 r 

~ 
l rMr. w. Wm. May. , I St. George I , Geo. S. Malcolm. 

Robert Hoill - , Thomas Brown. and merry ~1 (\. ,) .' Moses Tew ' - > Resolute < > E ngland j ~~;" i > Excellent ~ J ohn Davies. 
Eli Bone -J , I onward to ltcspice. I , Benjamin Strutt. 
William Swaney , the rescue. John Wright. 
Samuel Rogers ' L J L J LJohn Hieels. 

Auxiliary to the Western Branch. 

Mr. Jno. P. Cheyne _} 

{ ~ 
{ThOmaS Record. 

Joseph Organ -
Parry }Endeavour Henry Cumber. 

William Elliott - to deserve. Richard Bland . 
.femea Foley - Nicholas Holton. 

2. B2 
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PLAN of OPERATIONS for Search by Travelling Parties, determined upon 
10th March IS51-continued. 

To examine Depots on Somerville and Cornwallis Islands, and make running Survey 
between Cornwallis and Bathurst Islands. 

Officers' and Men's Names. 

Mr. Geo. F. M'Dougall -
Mr. Clements F. Markham 
Joseph Abbott 
James Beer 
AleJander Thompson 
Richard Ellis -
Joseph Bacon 

Name of Sledge. 

-1 
>Endeavour 

I 
- j 

Distinguishing 
Flag. 

Motto. 

1 

I .. G d >Our trust IS In 0 • 

J 
As soon as one of the foregoing parties returns, or otherwise, on the 24th of April 1851, the 

following to leave; to examine Lowther, D~vy, and Garrett Islands.; to look at the state of 
the ice to the westward, and advance a depot to the south-west pomt of Lowther Island for 
the return of the limited party from the westward and southward. 

Officers' and Men's Names. 

Mr. Robert C. Allen 
Mr. Edward Langley 
Thomas Bond 
Robert Moon 
George Murray 
Michael Collins 
John Cunningham 
Simon Dix 

Name of Sledge. 

- '1 
I 

~Grinnell -

I 
- J 

Distinguishing 
F lag. Motto. 

1 
,. The heart that can J r,,1 r" ""',,. 

SCALE of PRO VIS IO NS per day, established for each Person attached to the Spring 
Travelling Parties. 

1;\ .>i 

~ 
~ 

~ A 
's ] .~ 
E 

.~ 
'0 ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

~ 
.~ 
~ 
~ 

e 
~ 

Alternately, or as each P arty may 
desi re. 

Tea. Sugar. 
Chocolate. g 

Spirits of wine for fue 

Each 
Party of 

i persons. 

Each 
Party 0 

8 persons. 
Moore's I Su aT. 

--------------------1---·:-----·1----1----
lbs. lb. oz. oz. gills. oz. oz. 

t 1 6 I t t 
oz, 
J. 
4 

oz. 

t 
oz. oz . 

It t 
o. 
J. 
2 

yills. 
41. 

2 

gills. 
5 

If not spirits of wine 
sufficient for all, then 
the limited parties to 
take concentrated rum. 

Notes.-In addition to the above, each sledge will be furnished with a small quantity of 
pickles, and pepper and salt mixed. 

The several parties are to understand, that they have the option of leaving hehind any 
portion of their allowance of rum, and that a proper proportion of tea will be given in 
compensation for it. 

EQUIPMENT FOR EACH S L EDGE. 

1 gutta perch a or oil ed canvas casing, 2 Ib.s. powder; percussion caps ill propor-
considering if desirable a flat batten tlOlI . 
and canvas bottom, in lieu of present S Ibs. shot. 
crosspiece and netting. 8 Ibs. ball each gun. 

1 tent, and 5 pikes or poles; olle fitted 1 bag of sundries, includincr a small line 
with a small ice chisel. fO I' getting soundings. " 

1 floOl'c1oth, and 2 wolf skins. 1 panni kin, 1 spoon, and 1 knife each 
1 felt sleeping bag (each person). person. 
1 shovel. Instruments necessary for observations. 
1 cooking apparatus, and for extended 1 small tin case of medical stores. 

parties 1 additional apparatus for melt- The prayer adapted for Arctic service, and 
ing snow; to Iserve also as a spare a small bible. 
cooking apparatus in the event of 2 or 3 kites. 
accident. 1 brush for clothes. 

1 small kettle where required. 1 tinder box, and a bag for getting a 
1 haversack for luncheon. light. 
1 haversack (each officer). A small number of wax candles. 
A few printed notices, and tin cases for Cotton matches dipped in brimstone. 

depositing. 1 lantern. 
1 knapsack each man (for extended par- 1 pickaxe. 

ties) for carrying clothes and provisions, N.B.-For Cape Walker parties, about 
in the event of accident to the sledge. 50 fathoms of lead line, and 2 of Halket's . 

1 gun, in addition to offi.cer's gun. boats. 
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A List of the Walking Dress and Spare Clothing established for each Person. 
WALKING DRESS. SPARE CLOTHING. 

1 inside flannel. I inside flannel. 
1 Guernsey frock. I pair of drawers. 
I serge frock. 2 pairs of stockings. 
I duck jumper. 2 pairs of blanket fcet wrappers. 
I pair of drawers. I pair of canvas boots, lcather soles, ship 
I pair of brceches. made, for extended parties; limited 
1 pair of overall duck pantaloons, tied parties to take warm cloth boots in 

above the calf. lieu. 
I waist belt. I cloth jacket (yet open to a question). 
I pair of stockings. 1 pair mitts. 
I pair of blanket feet wrappers. I towel and a piece of soap. 
I pail' of wadmill hose. . I comb. 
I pair of canvass boots, leather soles, ship 

made. 
I Welsh wig. 
I southwester. 
I comforter. 
I pair of mitts, with lanyards. 
I eye shade. 
I bottle to carry inside frock, for water. 

Note.-I pair of stockings, ami J pair 
of blanket feet wrappers only for 
limited partics. 

The third pair of blanket feet wrap
pers not to be cut out until required. 

(Signcd) HORATIO T. ACSTIN, 

Captain, &c, 

Enclosure 5 of No. 11 of 185l. 

Captain AUSTIN to Mr. GEO. F. M'DoUGALL, Second Master to Her 
Majesty's Ship "Resolute" in chargc of the Sledge "Endeavour." 

By Horatio T. Austin, Esq., C.B., Captain of Her M~esty's Ship 
" Resolute," and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas. 

It being of importance that thc depot placed in the autumn of last 
year by Lieutenant Aldrich on the N.W. point of Somerville Island 
should be examined, and advanced to the S.W. point of Lowthcr Island; 
and that that placed by Lieutenant M'Clintock on the extreme point of 
Cornwallis Island to the westward, visible from Browne Island, should be 
examined and increased before the spring travelling parties set out; as 
also that the nature of the unexplored part between Cornwallis and 
Bathurst Islands should be ascertained, with the view to a survey here
after; and considering your knowledge in surveying, and desire to be so 
employed, I have selected you for that service. 

You will therefore take under your command the officer and men here
after named (provisioned and equipped for 20 days), who have all volun
teered for this service, and who with their sledge have been under your 
control and responsibility for preparation and equipment sincc the 10th 
ultimo; and as soon as in evcry respect complete and ready, proceed to 
the N.W. point of Somerville Island, cxamine the depot there, and then 
advance to Browne Island; from the summit of which, should the weather 
he fiwourable, it is probable that you will be able to obtain a good view of 
the unexplored part between Cornwallis and Bathurst Islands; but should 
the weather not prove propitious on arrival, I leave to your own judgment 
to consider whether it would be desirable to wait 11 day for the accomplish
ment of that object. 

After which you will proceed to examine the depot deposited by 
Lieutenant M'Clintock on the extreme visible point of Cornwallis Island 
to the westward before mentioned, leaving there in good security the 
140 Ibs. of provisions with which you are charged for the Melville Island 
p~rty,. with such portion of your own as you may be able to spare without 
cnpplmg your resources; and from where, or from Browne Island before, 
should the unexplored part between the islands appear to be 11 channel, 
I should wish you to proceed to its entrance, look for traces of the missing 
expedition, and determine whether it is a likely opening for a ship to have 
passed up. 

2. B 3 
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Y Oli will then return to Somerville Island, take the depot from there, 
and carry it on to the S. W. point of Lowther Island, deposit it in good 
security, with a conspicuous mark to enable the party hereafter to croSs 
the strait readily to perceive it, and make such search for traces as may 
appear satisfactory. 

You will deposit a notice at each of the places you visit, and at the 
depots on Somerville, Cornwallis, and Lowther Islands, brief accounts of 
your proceedings. 

Having exerted your best efforts to carry out this service, you will 
return with all despatch to the ship. 

You, and the officer with you, will keep journals of proceedings and a 
track of your route; which, with such observations, sketches of head
lands, &c:, that your acquirements may enable you to make (and that 
will be very satisfactory for me to receive), with the data connected with 
them, must be transmitted as soon as convenient after your return. 

In the event of your meeting with any of the advancing parties on your 
return, I desire that you will endeavour to effect a communication, and 
make them acquainted with the results of your examinations; but should 
you not have anything of importance of which to apprize the party on 
the Northern Branch, it is not of moment that you should deviate much 
from your course for that purpose. 

Given under my hand on board Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," in 
Winter Quarters between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, the 
4th of April 1851. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 

The OFFICER and MEN referred to. 

Mr. Markham, Midshipman, H.M. Ship "Assistance." 
Joseph Abbott, Captain Forecastle, } 
James Beer, Corporal, R.M.A., 
Richard Ellis, Stoker, " H M Sh' "R I " 
Samuel Taylor, Stoker, .• Ipeso ute. 
Joseph Bacon, A.B., 
Robert Graham, A.B., 

Provisioned and equipped for 20 days, with one runner sledge. 

Captain AUSTIN to Mr. GEO. F. M'DoUGALL, Second Master, Her Ma
jesty's Ship" Resolute," in charge of the Sledge "Endeavour." 

By Horatio T. Austin, Esq., C.B., Captain of Her Majesty's Ship 
"Resolute," and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas. 

With. reference to your return from the examination of the depot on 
Son;erville Island, and report thereon? you are hereby directed to proceed 
agaII~ ~s s~on as y?U are ready, WIth the 15 days provisions you have 
re~a.mmg, ~n executIOn of the orders of the 4th instant, under the following 
reVISIOn; VIZ. 

First, y.ou will receive an ad~itio~al quantity of provisions for the 
~elvl.lle Island p~rty, making I~ all about ~iO lbs., and proceed 
WIth It to the ~epot on Co~~walh.s Island, whICh you will examine, 
and there depOSIt such prOVISIons III good securitv' and 

Second, you will neither visit Somerville Isi~~d ndr Lowther 
Island. 

The ot.her parts of such orders will remain in full force. 
You ~Ill receive an.other man in lieu of Mr. Markham, Midshipman. 
I remmd J:ou that every precaution is necessary to preserve the men 

from snow bhndness. 
Given, &c., 10th April 1851. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 



Names. 

George F. M'Dougall 
Clements Markham 
Joseph Abbot 
James Beer 
Joseph Bacon 
Robert Graham 
Ricbard Ellis 
Samuel T aylor 
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OFFICERS and MEN comprising Party. 

Rank or Rating. 

Second Master 
Midshipman 
Captain, Forecastle -
Corporal, R. M. A. 
A.B. 
A.B. 
Stoker 
Stoker 

ABSTRACT OF ORDERS. 

Belonging to. 

Resolute. 
Assistance. 
Pioneer. 
Pioneer. 
Resolute. 
Resolute. 
Pioneer. 
Pioneer. 

To ascertain state of depots on Somerville and Cornwallis Islands, inspect un
explored space between Cornwallis and Bathurst Islands, and to search for traces of 
the missing expedition under Sir J. Franklin. 

Her llfajesty's Ship" Resolute," Griffith's Island, Monday, 
Sir, 28th April 1851, lat. 74° 35' N., long. 95° 10' w. 

The equipment of- the sledge "Endeavour" being completed in 
every respect, I proceeded, in compliance with your orders, at 2 P.M. on 
Friday the 4th instant, and at 7 h. 30 m. P.M. encamped for the night on the 
N. W. extremity of Griffith's Island, distant from the ship about 6 miles ; 
weather during the day overcast, and gloomy ; wind moderate from KS.E. 

SatU1'day 5th.- 6h. 30m. A.M. temperature outside tent, 14° minus ; 
inside tent 8° plus. 8h. 50m. proceeded on in the direction of Somerville 
I sland; fonnd the floe good for travelling; wind light from N. W. 

6 P.M. encamped fo r the night on the floe, having travelled about 10 
miles, party rather fatigued; temperature outside tent, 17° minus, inside 
6° minus; weather during the day fine. 

H. M. Sledge " Endeavour." 

~ 
l\10'I'lo_"Ourtrust is ill God." 

Abstract of Weights. 
Standing weights - Ibs. S20~ 
Provisions and depot 53l! 

Total -

' Veight per man - L 7 S-l; 

Provisions for 8 men for 20 
days, fo ~' detail of above, vide 
report. 
Encamped - .. 6* hours. 
Proceeding - 5~ hours. 
E stimated distance 6 ·miles. 
Encamped - 15 hours. 
Proceeding - 8i hours. 
E stimated disu ncc 10 miles. 
D etained, luncbeon.. ~ hour 

Sunday 6th.-5h. 30m. A.M. Temperature outside, 27 ° minus; 
10° minus.-9 A.M. proceeded. 

inside Encamped -
Proceeding .. 

19 hours. 
5 hours. 
6 miles. 

10 h. 30 m.- Left the sledge, and, accompanied by Mr. Markham, taking 
sextant and artificial horizon, went on in advance in order to obtain the 
latitude at noon. 

11h. 40m. A.M.-Arrived on shore at N.W. point of Somerville Island; 
Obtained mer. alt., which made the lat., 74° 43' 111/ N. 

Leaving' the instruments at this point, we went on by the western shore 
to the S.W. extremity, where after a long search we discovered the remains 
of depot deposited in the autumn of last year by Lieutenant Aldrich, 
whose paper I extracted from a bottle. 

After a close inspection, we found the greater part of the provisions 
had been destroyed by bears and foxes, whose footprints were very 
numerous. One case of pemmican, several cases of chocolate, and a tin 
containing pea-soup were all that remained entire, although they all bore 
evident signs of having been bitten and clawed by bears. 

The only traces of the remainder of the provisions, were the remnants 
of the iron potato cases (in which they had been stowed) fou.nd in the 
vicinity of the depot crushed, and in several places literally torn. 

The snow being deep, and having no materials for digging, we returned 
by the way of the hills to the N.W. point, where we found the sledge. 
Pitched tent for the night. 

Monday 7th.-Temperature outside tent, 250 minus; wind strong from 
N.W., with thick misty weather. 7 A.M. Observed two bears close to the 
tent; went in pursuit, but did not overtake them. 9 A.M. Left tent, and 
accompanied by Mr. Markham and three men, with digging materials, pro-
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Estimated distance .. 

Somerville I sland • N. \ V. pt. 
Mer. 0 A. H. 42°56' lO" 
Indexerror .. + 2' 15" 

Encamped - 2 1 hrs. 
Detained by weather,} 

and for purpose of 10 hrs. 
searching depot 

Estimaled distanCe} 
travelled to and 12 miles. 
from depot twice 



Encamped - - IS! br,. 
Detained shooting a} 2 brs. 

lJear - .. 
Proceeding 6~ hrs. 
Estimated distance 7 miles. 
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ceeded over the hj.lls to the depot, distant from our encampment about 
three miles. During the forenoon found only a few case~ of cho~olate. 

1 P.M. Returned to the tent for luncheon; after whIch, agaIll left for 
depot, taking the only route unexplored, viz., the east and south shore. 
On our way, passed within a few hundred yards of two ~ears. ., 

One (1 lb.) case of chocolate was all we succeeded III obtaIllmg, after 
two houis hard labour, which the inclemency of the weather rendered 
peculiarly severe and disagreeable. .. 

Taking the whole of the cases, conslstmg of ten (Ilb.) cases, and one 
(~ lb.) case, but leaving the pemmican and pea-soup, we. ret.urned to the 
tent over the hills. Wind during the day strong and plercmg. Several 
frost-bites occurred. 

Somerville Island lies about N.E. and S.W.; is about 3tr miles in length, 
and 2~ broad; the highest point, which is near the cent~e of .the islan~, is 
about 200 feet above the level of the sea. Towards thiS pomt the SllOre 
rises gradually in terraces oflaminated limestone and shingle, of which the 
whole island is composed, save at the S.~. ~nd, .where we .found la~ge 
masses of limestone, forming terraces, termmatmg III a low cliff, on whIch 
the dep6t had been placed. 

In the hollows on the higher parts of the island were several frozen la~es 
of fresh water. All of them were of small extent, and very shallow, varymg 
from 20 to 50 yards in length, and half these distances broa~, and about 
IS inches or 2 feet in depth. The ice was transparent, the shmgle at the 
bottom being distinctly visible. . . 

The water in our bottles, though secured close to our bodIes, havmg 
become solid, each man laid in a good supply of ice, which lasted us whilst 
travelling for several days. No doubt, in the summer season, these pools 
are greatly enlarged by the melted snow, for which there are no channels 
of escape to the sea. 

Wherever the ridges were bare of snow, small quantities of lichen were 
observed, which probably forms the principal food of hares, whose dung 
was distributed over the whole island. 

On our first arrival at the Somerville Island depot we observed Lowther 
Island. The floe in that direction appeared uneven and hummocky. 

Feeling that the safety of the various travelling parties must depend in 
a great measure on the security of their depots, I deemed it prudent, after 
mature consideration, to deviate from the orders I received, and return to 
the ship as speedily as possible, for the purpose of informing you of the 
little reliance to be placed on unburied provisions, however securely packed. 

Tuesda.1J Slh.-Wind moderate from N. W.; clear weather; temperature 
of air, 23 0 minus. Observed two bears prowling about the tent. 

S.30 A. M. Commenced moving towards Griffith's Island. Bears in 
company, about 200 yards distant. At 9 they passed ahead, faced round, 
and advanced towards us, apparently with the intention of attack. Stopped 
the sledge, and armed party with pikes. 

Advancing with a single-barrelled fowling-piece, accompanied by Cor
poral Beer, R.M.A., armed with a similar weapon, I fortunately succeeded 
in shooting the smaller of the two animals through the back, which para
lysed the hinder quarters. 

Both animals now began to retreat, the wounded one, which proved to 
be a female, being assisted by the large bear (supposed to be the mother) 
in a very novel but interesting manner . 

. Placing herself in such .a position as to enable the young bear to grasp 
With her fore paws her hmder quarters, she trotted on with her burden 
faster than we could ~alk, turning occasiqnally to watch our proceedings. 
Never before had I witnessed such an instance of devoted affection in an 
animal, which, though w?unded severely by Corporal Beer and myself in 
t~e ?ack and foot, contmued at the post of danger until we had closed 
WIthin 50 yards, when, maddened with rage and pain, she advanced rapidly 
towards us. 

At this somewhat critical moment I fired and struck the bear in the 
head, from whic~ a considerable quantity dr blood flowed. Shaking her 
head, and rubbmg the wounded side occasionally in the flnow, she made 
off, and left the young bear to her fate, which was soon decided by a 
bullet. 
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On skinning this animal, whose extreme len~th was nbout. 
we found the flesh in very bad condition, obtaining only about twenty 
pounds offat, which answered admirably for fuel, when mixed with tallow. 

On examining the stomach and intestines, we found a thin white fluid, 
but not a particle of solid substance; taking ", / 
the skin, we returned to the sledge at II A.M., "'--'-::::i:::::::\c:----/ 
and proceeded. /~ '-_ '-

Noon.-Weather became misty; observed a / 
remarkably brilliant halo around the sun, with , 

\ 4 parhelia; the upper parhelion being bisected j 
by an inverted halo passing through it (as in CD 0 (I") 
the above sketch), the centre of the lower one \'-' 
being in line with the horizon. Diameter of \ jl 
halo about 40°. \. 

Steered by sun till 5.30 P.M., when the men ~f\ ~/ 
being fatigued and cold, encamped for the . ,--
night on the floe, having travelle.d during the day about six miles; 
temperature 20° minus; wind fi'esh from N.W. with drift; thick misty 
·weather. 

'fVednesday 9th.-Wind moderate from W.S.W.; weather gloomy. At Encamped lOt h,· •. 
9 I 1 ft th 1 d t d · h f M M kh b t Proceeding - - 13-i hrs. A.M. e e s e ge 0 procee on, III c arge 0 .. r. I ar' am, a ou Estimated distance _ 15mil.,. 
16 miles from the ship, on board which I arrived at 3.30 P.M. 

4 P.M. A party of men was despatched to assist in bringing in sledge, 
which did not reach the ship till II P.M. 

Frid([y llth.-Wind moderate from N.W.; weather fine; temperature 
24° minus. Having received a quantity of provisions amounting to 4iO Ibs. 
to increase the Melville Island depot on Cornwallis Island, and an addi
tional man, Corporal Morgan, R.M.A., for the sledge, I proceeded at 
8 A.M. with party, the sledge being drawn by excursion parties till 10.15. 

Temperature at Shi p : 
I\oIax. _ _ II 0_ 

1\Iill. _ ~Go-

Mean' . 181°-
Abstract of ""r eights: 

Standing weights - 520! 
Provisions - 420 
Ditto for <l.l·p{,t - 470 On parting company we received three hearty cheers, which we returned, 

and then made direct for the point marked A (vide rough plan), where we 
arrived at 4 P.M. and pitched the tent. Tobl + by 7 - 1,41O! 

Here we observed the remains of Esquimaux huts which appeared to Weight per man. 201'·1 
be of very ancient date; from this point the coast runs back irregularly Vide dot.iled report. 
about 5 miles, forming a bay, terminating in a low point D, about. 10 miles Provisioned for 15 days fur 8 

N. W. (true) of point A. O:ut;'days for 9. 

At the N. W. end of the bay I discovered a small inlet C, and near the Encamped . - 8 hl'S. 
t f h b I d· d 1 . 1 B b '1 1 d h If Proeeedin~· . B hrs. cen re 0 t e ILY Iscovere a ow IS et ,a out one ml e ong an a Distance e~timated. 14 miles. 

a mile broad. Took a round of angles and bearings.* .. To be delivered with rest 
of data. 

Saturday 12th.-Wind moderate from E.S.E.; weather fine. 8 A.M., Temp t Ship 
wind being fair, made sail and proceeded; floe good for travelling. 5 P.III. lII~x. • a . '100

_ 

arrived at and pitched tent on point D, which is a long narrow tongue of ~~~~'n - : i~:;;" 
shingle. En~amped. 15t hl'S .• 

}Jroceeding - 8~ hrs. 
. Estimated distance 10 miles. 

Jce:::~=??'_I~~"IJTmI!I!T!!T"".""_'IIriIII' '''" ---;:1fff}ltj:(!rf",~'j///'i//JI:!~/W;I/,'/,(~mfu"(,'~@N4lf;V/li'/ ,/,/'/1 E .,..." ... ·""~m .... - ,., 1!!t"....... \'\"s: r. 

FROM POINT. A. 

Sunday 13th.-Wind fresh from S.E., with thick weather, drift, and lIIax. • 1°_ 
snow. 8.30, ready to proceed, but remained stationary till 10, when there ::~~~ -. . I:;': 
being no appearance of clearing, struck tent, made sail, and proceeded. Enea.mped . 171m. 

6 P't h d fc th . ht h fl b 5 '1 S E f Detamed by weather It hrs. P.M. Ice tent or e mg on t e oe a out 1111 es . . 0 l'roceedin~ . 7 Ins. 
(depot) point E, and about the same distance S.W. of, the entrance of a EstimatedOdistanee. 9 mile •• 

deep inlet F, running N.E. and S. W., about Ii miles broad, and apparently 
about 9' deep. Observed a bear approaching; prepared to receive him; but 
when within 300 yards he turned and made off. 

During the night the wind increased to a heavy gale from S.E., with very 
heavy snow drift. 

",Yonday 14th.-A strong gale from the S.E. with heavy snow drift until 
6 P.M., when it began to moderate, and a heavy fall of snow took place, 
which continued all night; weather during the day too bad to travel. 

Max. - 70+ 
l\fin. _ 1°_ 
l\h'an _ 40+ 
F.n~ampec.l .. ~4 hrs. 
Detained by weather ) 0 Jus. Tuesday 15th.-Wind light from S.E. with thick fogg.y weather, and a 

fll1 f l\fax.. 
a 0 snow. 9, made sail and proceeded. :Floe bad for travelling, its Min. 

surface being covered with newly fallen snow a foot in depth. Mean 

_ lSo+ 

5°+ 
tr ll}o+ 

2. C 



E!ncamped 20 1m. 
Proceeding - 4 hr •• 
Encamped at depot 6 hr •. 
Estimated distance - 5 miles. 

Temp. of Ship. 
Max. - 17°+ 
MiD. _ - 14tO + 
Mean - 15io+ 
Encamped.. .. 24 hrs. 
'Veather too boisterous to 
travel. 

.. Found on board on return. 

Temp. of Ship. 
Max. 
Min. 
Mean 
Encamped -
Proceeding 
Estimated distance 

- 25"+ 
_ 16°+ 
_ 20to+ 

17 hr •. 
7 hr •• 

14miles. 

Temp. of Sbip. 
Max. - 27°+ 
Min. - 19°+ 
Mean - 25°+ 
Eooamped - - 24 hrs. 
Woather too boiaterous to 
I,..el head to wiDcI. 

18 0\ 
) 

1 P.M. Arrived ut d~pot, point E, left by Lieu~enant M'Clintock in 
October last, of which only three cases of pemmIcan an~ 12 cases of 
chocolate were uninjured, all the bread and bread dust bemg d~stroyed, 
two of the preserved potato cases in which it had been stowed bemg found 
much crushed, and the contents extracted. 

Employed during the afternoon digging a pit,. which, f!om the hard 
nature of the ground, occupied three hours; deposIted therem the 470 l~s. 
of provisions for the Melville Island parties. Covered the whole wIth 
larO'e stones, filling in the interstices with loose earth. On the top placed 
th~ pemmican, erected pike with a handkerchief secured to the top to 
indicate position, and left the pickaxe as directed. . . 

Placed in tin case attached to pike a paper, WIth a copy of prInted 
notices, as well as a brief outline of our movements since leaving the ship, 
with all necessary information respecting depot. 

6.30. retired to tent. Weather during the day thick, cold, and miser
able, snow falling; a bad day for the eyes. 

Wednesday 16th.-Wind strong from S.E., with heavy snow drift; 
dark and gloomy overhead. 8.30. wind shifted to south, but did not 
moderate. Observed occasionally a point of land to the N. W. Weather 
too boisterous to travel. Missed the spirit lamp*' belonging to apparatus; 
made one from a soup and boulli tin, which on trial was found to answer 
the purpose. 

During the evening Richard Ellis complained of snow blindness; dropped 
some opiate of wine into each eye, which caused almost immediate relief. 
Held a musical festival this evening, which lasted till past midnight. 

Thursday 17th.-Wind strong from south, with moderate drift. 9, 
proceeded under sail along the coast of Cornwallis Island, keeping within 
200 yards of beach. 

1.30. P.M. Could trace the low land to the northward, which appeared 
to take a westerly direction. Following the line of beach on which 
Mr. Markham and myself occasionally walked, we found the point G seen 
from the depot to be merely the western horn of a bay; but, from the fact 
of its being higher than any other land in its immediate neighbourhood, it 
makes like an island at any distance. 

This bay is about 6 miles broad; the land all round is low, but particu
larly so in the depth of the bay, where the beach, 15 or 20 feet above the 
sea level, extends to the northward, apparently for several miles, without a 
single rise. 

This plain, if such it may be called, is, however, bounded on the eastern 
side by a range of hills, being a continuation of the coast line from point 
E, and, with various undulations, apparently terminates about 15 miles to 
the northward in a sloping bluff. 

5 p.M.-Arrived at peninsula G, which is about 3 miles in length from 
neck to south point, and 2 miles broad. Accompanied by Mr. Markham, 
I walked across to the western shore of the peninsula, which is much 
steeper than that to the eastward. 

The misty w.eather pr~vent~d our having a ~ery extensive view, the only 
land we saw bem~ a c~ntmuatIon of that on ~hlC.h we stood. This appeared 
to take a N. W. dIrectIOn, but after a lew mIles It became too indistinct to 
form an idea whether or not it joined Bathurst Island, which I did not see. 

On. the P?int G, which is c?~posed of shingl~, we observed a great 
quantity of lIch~n of the most brillIant c<,>lours, varymg from a dee'p crimson 
to the most delIcate straw colour. Durmg the mght the wind Illcreased 
with heavy drift. . , 

Perceiving no chance of the weather ~o.derating, I deemed it imprudent 
to proceed any further west, ~s our prOVIsIons were now getting short. I 
there~ore resolved on retraclllg my steps as soon as the weather would 
permIt. 

Friday 18th.-Wind strong from south with drift· sun obscured; 
weather unfit for travelling head to wind. ' , 
. 2 P.M. Wind shifted to S.~. Shift~ tent end on, an operation at all 
=~ unpleasant, but espeCIally so III a strong gale, with· heavy snoW 
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Saturday 19th.~ W~d light ~rom ~outh; w~ather. oyercas.t and gloomy, Temp. at Ship·250 + 
with snow and thick mIst . . WaIted tIll noon for merIdIan altItude, but was ~t~· _ 19°+ 

d· . t d Mean • 22°+ 
ISappOm e:. . . Encamped • • 20 hrs. 

1 P.M. Wmd light from. N. W., wIth snow; weather overcast and Detained to get} 4 hrs. 

gloomy. Proceeded. for pomt E." 3. Stopped. and m~l~ed sn~w to fill Pr:::;di~g. • 4 hrs. 

water bottles, for whIch purpose expended one gIll of spmts of wille. Estimated distance· 9 mil.,. 

Observed a snow bunting flying to the westward. 3.30. Proceeded; 
floe fair for travelling. 4 . . Observed depot through telescope, and two 
bears in its ' vicinity. Felt great uneasiness respecting the safety of' 
orovisions. 
• 5 P.M. Arrived at depot, and was . much relieved on finding Lieutenant 
M'Clintock's paper, on w.hic~ he . states the provisions w~re all safe. Ex. 
tracting th~ paper,. I put III Its place ?ne of my own, wIth a copy of the 
printed notICe. PItched tent for the mght. 

Sunday 20th.-Our tea this morning was cooked over a fire made of Temp. of Ship. 
... 28°+ 
... J50 + 
_ 21!0 + 

an old painted canvas bag and some turf, gathered a! peninsula G.. Some ~f~:: 
little time elapsed before the tUlf caught, but when It became dry It threw Mean 

E ncamped .. 
out a considerable heat. I am inclined to think, from the success of this Proceeding-

1 9~ hrs. 
4i! hrs. 
7mile5. experiment, ~hat when the season be?omes more advanced, the turf, when E stimated distance 

well dried, WIll form an excellent artIcle for fuel. Weather very gloomy; 
calm. 

8.30. A.~: Proceeded on in the direction of Browne Island, bearing 
south (true). 

10 A.M. A breeze sprung up from east, and a fall of snow took place 
which obscured all objects; ,floe bad for the eyes • . 

2.15 P.M. Arrived at N.E. extremity of Browne Island; pitched tent; 
weather very misty; breeze fresh from north. 

During the night the wind veered to N.W. by N., and increased to a 
heavy gale, with much drift; passed a cold and comfortless night; tent 
shaking. 

lJ!Ionday 21st.-A fresh gale from N.W·. with heavy drift; clear over- Temp. at Ship. 

head. 11. Shifted the tent. By sitting within the tent, I succeeded in :~~. . : ~~: 
getting the meridian altitude, which made the latitude 74° 49' 10" N. Mean d 1-1;° -

D · h . h h b ' h I I k Encampe • • 24 brs. urmg t e evemng, t e we at er emg somew at c earer, too ' a Weather too boisterous to 

round of angles and bearings.* travel. 
Browne Island, N. E. point. 

Tuesday 22d.-Wind moderate frorp N. W.; \Veather fine. On rising Mer. ~ by A. H. 5So 3l' 0" 

this morning, discovered the fresh track of a bear within ten yards of the Index error - + 2' 15/1 
tent. ~a~~ be delivered with rest of 

Browne Island is about six miles in circumference, is steep too at the south Max. 9° _ 

.end; its highest point is about 500 feet above the leyel of the sea. On the ~!~:~ . :;:;;-_ 
N.E."side, the land gradually declines in height, and terminates in a long Enca mped - 15t hrs. 

narrow tongue of shingle; the appearance of this island bears a striking ~:~i':,:~~~gdist~nce. l:~~r:;. 
resemblance to Beechey Island; like all the land we have visited, it is 
composed oflimestone, the bluffs to the S.E. being stratified . 

. 9 A.M. Made sail and proceeded; floe good for travelling. 6 P.W. 

PItched tent on the fioe, having tI'avelled .during the day about 15 miles . 

. Wednesday' 23U,-Wind moderate from N.W.; weather overcast with MaJ:. 
Temp .• t Ship. 

20° _ 
_ 26° _ mIst. 8.~0 A.M. Proceeded. 10.30. Observed the ships. 1 P.M. Ob- Min. 

served shIps .to hoist their ensigns. 2.30. Arrived alongside" Resolute." ~~::mped • i~ol;;:s. 
In conclns~on, I have only to add that Mr. Markham proved an agree- Pro.ceeding . 6 hrs. 

able compamon and usefQl .assistant, and I feeL great pleasure in stating E stimated d"tance' 12miles. 

that although the cold at times was intense, being 30 0
_, and the privations 

great! the party of men attached to the sledge were zealous and active in 
carryll~g out the laborious work in which we were engaged . 

. Durmg the whole period of our absence I remarked nothing approaching 
discontent; on the contrary. the duty was performed with cheelfulness. 

2. C 2 
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Blessed with health, the whole party was contented and happy, and 
returned on board after eighteen days travelling in as good health and 
spirits as when they left.. . 

During our absence I never lost sIght of. the great object ?f .the e?,pe
dition, but I regret to state no traces were d!scovered of the mISSI1~g shIps. 

The object of the rough plan annexed IS to make the. readl.ng more 
intelligible. Browne and Somerville Islands are placed III theIr proper 
latitudes, but the coast line is merely sketched in by the eye. . I have data, 
however, which, in accordance with your directions, shall be laid before you 
at the earliest opportunity. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. F. M'DoUGALL, Second Master, 

commanding Sledge" Endeavour." 

Note.-All the bearings in the foregoing remarks are true. 

GENERAL REMARKS connected with Travelling. 

Sir, 
In accordance with your wishes, I beg to subjoin the following remarks. 
On first leaving the ship, the sledge appeared to drag very heavily, but 

I attribute as much to the unusual nature of the work as to th~ weights, 
for on leaving the ship a second time, with a considerable increase per 
man, I observed that we not only progressed faster than before, but the 
men at. the end of the day's work appeared less fatigued. 

I cannot say too much in favonr of the tent with which I was snpplied 
(made, I nnderstand, from a plan of Mr. Abernethy's). The comfort which 
the breadth of a cloth of canvass at the top made must be experienced to 
be properly appreciated. 

We found the arrangements for sleeping perfect in every respect, the 
only unpleasant part connected with it was getting up in the mornings, 
when, in addition to fi'ozen boots, we were annoyed with the condensed 
breath falling from the top and sides of the tent; this, I think, might be 
obviated by having holes for ventilating in the top. 

The scale of provisions was found to be more than sufficient for our 
wants. The pemmican was made more palatable when mixed with soup. The 
only alteration we could have wished, was the substitution of an additional 
quarter pound of bread for the same quantity of pemmican, which could 
easily have been dispensed with, and chocolate every morning for break
fast, instead oftea, which makes but a light meal to travel on. 

Neither the allowance of tallow or spirits of wine, for fuel, was sufficient 
to cook our provisions with comfort, with such a low temperature as that to 
which we were exposed. 

When, however, fresh water can be obtained from the floe, or gullies on 
shore, it will probably be sufficient. 

The apparatus supplied is not strong enough to stand the wear and tear 
it mnst necessarily receive; and I consider the travelling parties being 
supplied with an additional one, of stronger materials, one of the most 
important items in their equipment. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. F. M'DoUGALL, 

Second Master. 
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Sledge" Endeavour," April 1851. 

ABSTIIACT of Hours actually proceeding; Estimated Distances travelled; with Periods and 
Causes of Detention. 

nate. 

Friday, 4th -
Saturday, 5th -
Sunday, 6th -
Monday, 7th -

Tuesday, 8th -

Wednesday, 9th 
Friday, lIth -
Saturday, 12th -

Sunday, 13th -

Monday, 14th -

Tuesday, 15th -

No. ofbours 
proceeding. 

Estimated 
distance 
travelled. 

Miles. 

Periods 
of 

detention. 
Causes of detention. 

6 - -
10 - -

56- -

Remarks, &c. 

Employed during the day searching for remains of depot. 
.1 7 2 h {Killing and 

62 ours. skinning a bear. 
13~ 15 - - - - Returned to ship. 
8 14 - - - - Left the ship. 
8! 10 - -

7 { 
Boisteroug state 

9 1 t of weather. 

{ 
Thewhole } 

- day. Heavy S.E. gale. 

5 {

I p.m. arrived at 
- - • • Lieut. M' Clin-

tock's depot. 

Wednesday, 16th -

Thursday, 17th 7 

_ { The whole } 
day. S.E. gale. 

Friday, 18th -

Saturday, 19th

Sunday, 20th -

Monday, 21st -

Tuesday, 22d -

Wednesday, 23d 

8.1 
2 

6 

9 

7 

16 

12 

• { The whole } 
day. S.E.gale. 

4 Hours. To obtain mer.0 

{ 
2.15 arrived 

- - Brown Island. 
_ { The whole 

day. } HeavyN.W.gale. 

{ 
2.30 ar ived on 
board. 

Totals.-Number of days absellt from ship 
Number of hours actually proceeding 
Estimated number of miles travelled -
Periods of detention 

- 19. 
- 96!. 
- ao. 

4, days, 7! hours. 
GEO. F. M'DoUGALL. 

Captain AUSTIN to Mr. GEO. F. M'DoUGALL, Second Master of Her 
Majesty's Ship" Resolute," late in charge of the sledge "Endeavour." 

Her Majesty's Ship ., Resolute," in Winter Quarters 
between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, 

Sir, 7th May 1851. 
I have had much pleasure in the perusal of your report of proceedings 

from the 4th to the 9th and from the 11 th to the 23d of last month, 
which I consider to be very intelligibly drawn up. 

You have carried out the interesting service that was assigned to you, 
under the circumstances of low temperature and considerable privation, in 
such a manner as to entitle you to my best thanks. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain, &c. 

2. C3 
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Enclosure 6 of No. II of 1851. 

Captain AUSTIN to Captain OMMANNEY. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," in Winter Quarter. 
between Cornwallis alld Griffith Islands, 

Memo. 5th April18!il. 
Having at your recommendation appointed the officers under your com

mand, h~reafter named, to take ~harge of the limited and auxiliary 
sledges provided by Her Majesty's Ship" Assis~ance," and .whom I have 
considered responsible for the equipment of theIr sledges smce the 10th 
ultimo, I now desire that you will give them, from under your hand, 
authority to command them accordingly, and to place themselves a!ld 
parties under the orders of the officers in command of th~, extended partIes 
to whom they are to be attached. ' ; , 

(Signed) 

Lieutenant George F. Mecham. 
Mr. Vesey Hamilton, Mate. 
Mr. Charles Ede, Assistant Surgeon. 
Mr. Frederick J. Krabbe, Second Master. 
Mr. W. B. Shellabear, Second Master. 

HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 

H. T. A. 

Enclosure 7 of No. 11 of 1851. 

Captain AUSTIN to ERASMUS OMMANNEY Esq., Captain of Her Majesty's 
Ship" Assistance," in command of the Southern Branch, Southern 
Division. 

By Horatio T. Austin, Esq., C.B., Captain of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Resolute," and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas., 

In accordance with the instructions governing every effort of this expedi
tion, having determined to make as complete a search as possible to the 
southward and westward of Cape Walker, by parties on foot, during the 
same period that searches are being prosecuted towards Melville Island, 
along the north shore of the strait, to the northward between the 
Parry group, and of Wellington Strait by the expedition under Captain 
Penny,-

I most happily avail myself of your earnest desire to undertake the im
portant search to the southward and westward from Cape Walker, with a 
full reliance on your abilIty, judgment, and devotion to the object of our 
mission; and shall have much satisfaction in knowing that so large a 
body of men as the southern division will cross the strait under your 
direction. 

You will, therefore, now take under your immediate command the officers 
and men named in the Appendix hereunto attached, who, one and all, have 
volunteered, and been chiefly selected by yourself for this service, and who, 
with their sledges, have been under your control and responsibility for pre
paration and equipment since the 10th ultimo, and as soon as in every 
respect complete and ready proceed to cross the strait in the best direction 
for reaching Cape Walker that the 'state of the ice may render desirable. 

Having reached that locality, the nature of the coast must then govern the 
direction of yourself, and of the separate party under Lieutenant Osborn. 

The object being; to sear~h to the s~>uth~ard and westward between Cape 
Walker and Banks Land, m such dIrectIons as may appear likely for the 
missing .expedition to hav,e taken! should th~ ~oast be found to present 
bays or mlets, one party wIll examme those, whIlst the other is advancing 
to the westward, looking for traces. 

The object of a double party being attached to yourself, with an officer 
of Arctic experience, is to ensure,- , 

First,. that in the event .of casualty there may be increased resources 
from WhICh to preserve effiCIent one party, so that some considerable amount 
of search in one direction may be accomplished; and, 
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Second, that, after sufficient proof, should you find all fully equal, to 
advance, and circumstances arise to admit of more than one line of search 
being entered upon, the parties might act separately; in which case you 
would give Lieutenant Browne such directions as might appear most desi
rable for carrying out the object of our mission and the spirit of these 
orders. . 

Further, when considering the large number of men that will cross the 
strait I have deemed it advisable to attach a medical officer to the s"uthern 
divisi~n; and, at your recommendation, have appointed the assistant sUI.!!eon 
of the " Assistance ,. to the charge of one of the limited parties. -

You having reached such points beyond which your resources would 
not be aided by the auxiliary or limited parties, you will direct their return, 
first completing the extended parties from them, at which period there is 
reason to hope that sufficient will be known of the strength and capability 
of everyone to leave little in doubt on that head, taking care that the 
resources of the returning sledges are adequate to insure their reaching the 
ships in safety, and acquainting me, or, (ifmore convenient,) stating verbally, 
but carefully, to the officer, for my information, your anticipations of the 
extent of search you may be able to accomplish, and the probable date of 
your return. 

From our frequent conversations upon the subject of your mission, and 
the satisfaction I feel that our views so fully coincide, I shall now proceed 
to add,-

That I wish one of the printed notices with which you are supplied 
deposited each day near your encampment. 

You will keep a journal of your proceedings, and a track of your route, 
and direct the officers immediately attached to you to do the same, for 
transmission to me. 

Should you come upon land (now a blank upon our charts) between 
Cape Walker and Banks' Land, you are to take possession of it in the 
name of the Sovereign of our country, giving it and its prominent points 
letters or numbers for distinction, but reserving all names for consideration 
hereafter; fixing the several positions, and making such observations as 
your intelligence in such pursuits may deem desirable and of interest to 
the public in general, or to any particular branch of science; all of which, 
with the data from which the results will have been deduced, you will 
transmit to me as soon as convenient after your return. You must, how
ever, consider discoveries and observations wholly secondary to the great 
object of our mission,-tlte most active, earnest, and persevering search jor 
our missing countrymen, any of whom, should you be so favoured as to 
meet, and they be unable to return with you, must be impressed with the 
assurance that no human effort shall be wanting to give them succour and 
relief. 

In the event of casualty arising to yourself or to any of the officers 
accompanying you before separation, you are referred to the provision made 
in the Appendix before mentioned. 

There remains but to advise with reference to your return,-
.' ,First, that the people having undergone the privations consequent 

:~',;.': upon a winter passed in these regions may not be equal to so 
·'.0 lengthened a period of labour and further privation as if fresh 

1 from a more genial climate; 
Second, of the increased labour and difficulty of travelling after 

thawing has commenced; and, 
Third, of the uncertainty of the time at which a disruption of the 

ice in the strait may take place. 
All of which must guide you in the extent of your journey out. 
Believing that all has now been done that the resources of the expedition 

will allow, and human foresight can devise, I commend you and those with 
you to the care of the Mighty Disposer of all events; and be assured that 
you leave with my kindest regards and best wishes. 

Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty's ship "Resolute," at 
Winter quarters, Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, the 7th of Apri1185I. 

. '"tt:; (Signed) HORATIO T, AUSTIN. 
e f •.• .:.') 
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THE ApPENDIX REFERRED TO. 

First Part. 

r 
Capt. Ommanney 
William Dore -

~.xtended Party.. James Brooke _ 
ProVIsIOned and e~Ulpped J Charles Campbell 

for 40 days, with one) Edward Privett _ 
runner sledge. lGeorge Davis _ 

Thomas Wart! -

f
Lieutenant Mecham 

Limited Party. William Tullett -
Provisioned for 42 days, J Robert Slessar 

and equipped for 28) George Green -
days, with one runner lWilliam Mitchell 
sledge. John Bailey -

William Beedling 

Second Part. 

r 
Lieutenant Browne 
James Beams -

~.xtended Party.. ·William Harvey 
ProvlSioned and e~Ulpped J John Bettison _ 

for 40 days, with onc) William Lowrie _ 
runner sledge. l Richard Binstead 

George Martin -

r
Mr. Charles Ede 

Limited Party. George Drover -
Provisioned for 42 days, J John Elliott -

and equipped for 28 I Francis Dow -
days, with one runner lThomas Rumble -
sledge. Thomas Coplands 

William Colwill 

- - -1 : Capt. main top 
_ Captain's coxa. ~ Her Majesty's 
_ Cooper. Ship 
_ A.B. " Assistance." 

- A.B. J 
- A.B. 

- - - 1 - Capt. fore top 
_ A.B. Her Majesty's 
_ Private, R.M. L Ship 
- A.:s. Jf "Assistance." 
- Pnvate R.M. 
- A.B. 

- - -1 - Boatsw. mate 
- Boatsw. mate L Her Majesty's 
- Carpts. mate f Ship 
- A.B. J "Resolute." 
- A.B. 
- Private R. M. 
- Assist.-surgeon1 
- Capt. forecastle 
- Bomb. R.M.A. r Her Majesty's 
- A.B. Ship 

AB "A . t " - ., J SSIS ance. 
- A.B. 
• Blacksmith 

Auxiliary Part. 
rMr. Fred. J. Krabbe - Second master) 

P .. d ~ 40 d I Thomas Armstrong - Gunner's mate I 
rovlslon~ or ays, Thomas Wilson _ _ A.B. . , 
~d eqUIpped for 20 days, J John Heydon _ _ A.B. I Her M~Jesty s 
With one runner sledge, 1 William White _ _ A.B. f" S~llP " 
and two gutta pereha I Robert M'Clean - Officer's cook J ASSistance. 
boats. George Custanee _ Stoker 

LThomas Northhouse - A.B. 

In the event of casualty arising to yourself during the period you are 
accompanied by Lieutenant Osborn, it is then my intention that he should 
carry out the instructions guiding you, Lieutenant Browne taking the 
second part, that of Lieutenant Osborn, and Lieutenant Mecham that of' 
Lieutenant Browne, for which you would be good enough to direct the 
necessary transfer of instructions. But in the event of Lieutenant Osborn's 
separation, then Lieutenant Browne would become responsible, aided by 
Lieutenant Mecham, for the part assigned to you. 

With reference to casualties amongst the men, a fair proportion should 
be provided of those from each ship for the extended parties so long as 
efficiency will admit thereof. 

(Signed) H.T.A. 

Captain OMMANNEY to Captain AUSTIN. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," Winter Quarters, 
Sir, June 30, 1851. 

; .. ~~ .. L __ 

I have th~ honour to acquaint you of my return to this ship on the 
14th June, WIth t~e sledge under my command, having accomplished a 
search over a consIderable extent of new coast to the southward and west'; 
ward of Cape :w ~lker, th0.u~h, to my great regret, without finding any 
traces of the mIssmg expedItIon. 

After ,Parting w.it~ . you off Griffith's Isla~d, on the 15th April, I pro
ceeded WIth the dIVISIOn of sledges (named m the margin) placed under 
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my command for Cape "\Valker, at which place we encampcn on the beach, Reliance. 

under the high cliff, at midnight of the 21st. No traces to be seen. On J~~':r~:~;: 
approaching the land a most unfavourable change took place in the weather, Succour. 

the temperature falling to 150 below zero before we were tcnted. ~\.t this f.lt:~~~';~· 
time William Marshall (captain of Lieutenant Osborn's sledge) sustained Success (Aux.) 

such a severe injury by frostbite that he could proceed no further. For 
three days our operations were delayed in consequence of the heavy gale, 
which continued to blow, with severe frost. The sufferings of the whole 
party were very great during this unavoidable detention. The interior of 
the tent was generally at a temperature of 10 0 below zero. 

My first o~ject was to ascertain the direction of the coast. Accordingly, Cape "·"IL,. 

Lieutenants Browne and Mecham were despatchcd (although the weather 
was most inclement) to the eastward and westward. The former reported 
a deep bay to the southward, with high land to the S.S.E. The latter 
crossed a bay to the westward, ii'om whence he saw a low continuous 
coast. Under these circumstances, and with a broad channel lying between 
Capes Walker and Bunny, I considered it incumbent upon me to provide 
at once for the search of its western shores, fi'om whence Sir John Franklin 
might haye attempted to find a passage to the continent of America, in 
the eyent of his haying failed to the westward of the 98th meridian. Lieu
tenant W. H. Browne was selected for this service, and his sledge completed 
to forty-one days provisions, deeming it sufficient to accomplish this object, 
and ensure his safe return. 

Availing myself of a temporary lull on the 23d, Marshall was placed on 
t.he auxiliary sledge under the charge of Mr. Krabbe, to be conveyed to 
the ship with all despatch, the di"ision having previously been replenished 
with the provisions brought over by that officer's sledge. 

We were enabled to proceed again on the 24th of April, :md after 
rounding the N.W. cape the coast trended SW. by W., and the land 
became low, with old fixed icc along the shore. The severe cold rendered it 
impossible to travel by night, as several men had already received severe 
frostbites in consequence, ,ye therefore changed the time of travelling 
to-day. At this period the mercury congealed in the thermometer. 

On the 28th, the medical officer recommended that those who had 
suffered should be sent back. Mr. Ede ,vas therefore selected fur t.his 

.service. Having previously exchanged the sufferers for his efficient men, 
and supplied the extended sledges with all his disposable provi,ions, he 
returned to the ship with the disabled. The division was now reduced to 
four sledges, and during the day we had been involved in a barrier of vcry 
old ice, covered with immense hillocks of fresh water ice, so that in SOIllC 

places the sledges could only be advanced by a standing pull, suffering 
under a most intense glare of the sun. 

On the 29th, with great labour, we reached the land, and were compelled 
to halt for the recovery of several of the party suffering from "snow 
blindness," " fi'ostbitcs," &c. 

Lieutenant Osborn was perfectly blind. Thus the Slln proved as great an 
obstacle to our progress as the frost. Under all these circumstances yon 
lllay easily conceive how painful this delay was to my mind. 

From the hills T descovered that we were near the entrance of an inlet; L,t. 7:]0 .;5' N. 

and in order to profit by the delay I despatched Lieutenant Mecham with Long. 99
0

2(,' W 

a lightened sledge to examine it, selecting from each tent the most efficient 
men to replace bis invalids. This being a favourable position, and 100 
miles from the ships, a ten days depot was buried for the extended sledges 
on their return. 

A violent gale with drift confined us to the tents from the 1st to the 4t.h 
May,. when most of the party "'ere recovered, except Thomas Arlllstrong, 
captam of Lieutenant Osborn's sledge, and who was too ill to proceed; so 
it became necessary for another sledge to return with this man and the 
other invalids to the ship, which duty devolved upon Mr. Hamilton, his 
being the only limited sledge remaining. Lieutenant Osborn's sledge was 
completed up from the limited, and we proceeded in company on the 
4th May to the westward. 

Whilst crossing the inlet, Lieutenant Mecham rejoined from his 
examination, which was satisfactory. After he had traced the inlet 
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for 13 miles, it trended to the E.N.E. (A copy of.his report is herewith 
enclosed.) . . 

On May the 6th the time had arrived for the return of my lImIted 
sledge; so, after completing my provisions, Lieutenant Mecham was ordered 
to return from this position, in latitude 73° 59' N. and long: !OOo 15' W. 
Lieutenant Osborn and myself had each thirty-six days pro~IsIOns for our 
search. We had now been deprived of eight days valuable tIme, by delays 
from severity of climate and sickness. . . 

Thc coast continued to be very low, with a succeSSIOn of low shmgle 
points and spits extending from the land, to which the ice was ~xed and 
grounded for some distance. The ice was generally of old formatIOn, over 
which dragging continued to be very laborious. 

After passing the lOlst meridian, the coast trended more southerly and 
very low. We were in hourly expectation of finding it assume a more 
westerly direction. but on the 13th we came upon a point in lat 73° 3~' N. 
and long. 101 ° 30' W., where it suddenly trended away S.S.E.. With a 
mount ten miles distant. This was ascended on the 14th, and we found the 
coast still running away S.S.E., as far as we conld see, and. distant land 
was seen S.W. by S., 25 miles, but unable to define whether It was a gulf 
or channel. 

Having found a convenient place for a depot under this mount, we 
crossed over to the land, and arrived at a bay * from whence the co~st 
extended away W. by N. and to the southward. I resolved to trace I~S 
shores in the latter direction. leaving Lieutenant Osborn to pursue hIS 
search to the westward. We parted company on the 17th May. 

After leaving this bay the coast became very low, consisting of exten
sive plains covered with snow as far as could be seen. The absence of any 
tide-mark rendered it difficult to define the coast line. I again experienced 
a delay for several days by gales of wind and the indisposition of one man. 

On the 24th May I found we had reached the bottom of a gulf.* Its 
eaetern shores were seen stretching away to the northward. The land here 
assumed a more elevated character, from whence I obtained a clear and 
distant view. A vast plain bordered the south and western shores of this 
gulf, which were lined with numerous shoals and banks of shingle. The 
water mnst be shallow, as it is frozen to the bottom, and the surface of the 
ice covered with fresh-water ridges. 

My only course now of proceeding was to trace the eastern shores. 
These were thoroughly examined, and I reached the third depot again on 
the 29th of May, where I found Lieutenant Osborn encamped, having 
returned from his search to the we~tward, 

The distance round the shores of this gulf comprise 80 miles. The land 
was deeply covered with snow; its appearance altogether was of the most 
dreary and desolate description; not an animal was seen, thoug-h traces 
is a proof of deer having visited the locality at a former season. The only 
vestige of human life having ever existed in these parts was a very old 
Esquimaux provision depot found on the eastern shores. The extent of 
my search over new ground here terminated, after traversing 200 geo
graphical miles of newly-discovered coast-line, without finding any place 
where a ship could approach the shore. 

Having erected a very conspicuous cairn, in which the official expedition 
record was deposited, it now only remained for me to retrace my steps, and 
carry my crew back to the ships in good health, who, though somewhat 
weaker after their labour and privations, were as well as could be 
expected. 

On the 29th of May I left the third depot, in company with Lieutenant 
Osborn, and reached the first depot again on the 5th June, where I was 
joined by Lieutenant Mecham, who brought your letters and some refresh
ments which had been considerately forwarded. The improvement of the 
climate and the surface of the ice for travelling enabled us to return 
together at a more rapid rate than on the outward passage. , 

Leaving Lieu~enant Mecham to pr?ceed in the execution of your orders, 
we set ont agam fi·om the first depot on the 6th instant· and as I was 
desirous of returning hy Cape Walker, to obtain observatio'ns Lieutenant 
Usborn parted company to proceed direct across the ice to th~ ships. 

J 
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After stopping twenty-four hours ~t Capc Walker (which refreshed my 
crew), I left there on the 9th. The Ice along the beach was then thawing 
for the first time. At a short distance from the land we fell in with a 
crack eight feet wide, extending towards Lowther Island, and after a 
favourable passage across we encamped under the S.W. bluff of Griffith's 
Island. 

On the 13th, whilst rounding thc south end of the island, we passed 
through pools of water making along the land ice, and I ani ved on board on 
the 14th instant, with the whole party well, after an absencc of ~ixty days. 

Thc coast which I have searched lying exactly in the route where Sir 
John Franklin was instructed to seek a passage to the American continent, 
much importance must necessarily be attached to the nature of the shores, 
and the chances of it being practicable for ships to navigate in that direc
tion. The character of the land is very low. The nature of the ice along 
its shores is mostly of old formation, and in some places must have been 
fixed for a considerable period. There was but little indication of tide or 
piled-up ice, such as we see along these shores, camed by the action 
of current and an open sea. Shoals abound along the coast, and there was 
no place where a ship could obtain shelter. On that part most exposed to 
the north there were masses of grounded floe pieces, quite forty feet in 
thickness. After giving my best attention to the subject, and from all 
that passed under my observation, it is my opinion that the coast is 
unnavigable for ships. 

The distance travelled over by my party amounts to 480 miles, of 
which I have traversed 200 of newly-discovered coast. Out of sixty days, 
which my journey occupied, ten were most painfully passed within the 
narrow limits of a tent, during violent gales, with heavy snow-drifts, when 
travelling \Vas impossible; fivc more were delayed hy casllaltiee, and in 
examination of the land. \r e encamped on dry land but eight times. These 
uncontrollable circumstances will, I trust, receive due consideration; but 
it has been my satisfaction to leave no part of the coast un searched which 
came within my reach, nor an opening unexplored. Throughout this 
search, not a vestige of any European having ever previously visited these 
shores could be found. 

On my return I was glad to find that Lieutenant Browne had arrived 
back in safety; at the same time I regret that he has been equally unsuc
cessful in the object of his search. It was a source of great satisfaction for 
me afterwards to know that I had detached him when I did, since no other 
opportunity has presented itself where his services could have been made 
available for searching an unexplored coast. 

In conformity with your instructions, the newly-discovered land was 
taken possession of in the name of our graciolls Sovereign; and cairns 
were erected whenever an opportunity offered, in which were depo~ited the 
usual expedition record. 

I herewith transmit my chart and journal, together with those of 
Lieutenant Browne and of the other officers comprising the Southern 
Division. 

My chart is projected from positions determined by astronomical obser
vations; and fortunately I was provided with a good chronometer, which 
retained a good rate throngh the low temperature. All these observations 
will be laid before YOll when finished. 

It is my pleasing duty to bear testimony to the good conduct of the 
officers and men placed under my orders. Their zeal, activity, and perseve
rance to overcome difficulties on this particular service reflects the greatest 
credit upon them; and those men who suffered from the severity of the 
climate I beg to recommend to your particular notice. 

For the crew of my own sledge, I can speak in terms of the highest praise 
of their good conduct under all circumstances, also of their patient endu
rance of the fatigue and toil consequent on such a novel service. 

In justice to Lieutenant S. Osborn, who kept company with me for so 
long a period, I have the pleasure of stating that he evinced much zeal 
and devotion for the cause he had in view; nor can I help expressing my 
admiration at the perseverance of Mr . Webb, who so disinterestedly dragged 
to the sledge as a volunteer through this -arduous service. 
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With feelings of deep gratitude to Al~ighty God for many mercies 
vouchsafed to U3, particularly for the blessmg of health throughout the 
past journey, 

I hiLVe, &c. 
(Signed) EHASMUS OMMANNEY. 

SCHEDULE OF ENCLOSURES. 

t-;". l.-()I·(\crs fot· Lieutenant BI'owne to proceed to southward. 
"Nu. ~.-Heport of l'l'Oceedings of Lieut. Mecham up Inlet. 
No. 3.-Report of Proceedings of Lieut. Browne to the south ward. 
No. -t·.-Journal of Proceedings of Captain Ommanney. 
No.S.-Ditto Ditto Lieut. Browne. 
No.6.-Ditto Ditto Lieut. Mecham. 
No.7.-Ditto Ditto Mr. Hamilton. 
No. S.-Ditto Ditto Mr. Ede. 
No. !i.-Ditto Ditto Mr. Krabbe (Auxiliary). 

Name of Sledge. 

ltcliance 
Trne Blne 
Enterprize 
Succour 
Adventure 
Inflexible 
Success ( Aux.) 

NA~IES OF SLEDGES, &C. AT STARTHiG. 

Officers. 

Captain E. Ommanney -
Lieut. S. Osborn 
Licut. ~,r. H. Browne -
Lieut. G. F. Mecham -
:'III'. Hamilton (Mate) 
Mr. Ede (Asst-Surg.) 
Mr. Krabbe (Second Master) -

Enclosure No.!. 

Captain, &c. 

Ships. 

Assistance. 
Pioneer. 
Resolute. 
Assistance. 

Lieutenant Browne's Orders fi'OIll Cape 'Valker. 

To Lieutenant W. H. BRo\VNE, Commanding Her Majesty's Sledge 
" Enterprize." 

By Erasmus Ommanney, Esq., Captain of Her Majesty's Ship" Assis
tance," and in charge of a Di"ision searching to the southward 
and westward of Capc "Talker. 

Whereas it appears that the coast is continuous to the westward, that it 
is uncertain where an opening may be found trending to the southward, 
and that we have seen a large bay, with a coast trending to the southward 
of Cape Walker, with high land to the S.E., it is most desirable that a 
party should be detached from this point to search in that direction for the 
missing expedition. 

You are hereby required and directed to proceed, with the men and 
sledge under your command, now completed with provisions, in the direc
tion of the land already seen, and avail yourself of the first opportunity of 
gaining a more southerly and westerly direction, to prosecute a close search 
for the missing expedition. 

As you have already received verbally from me my views respecting 
the line of search now intrusted to your charge, I must rely on your ability 
and discretion in carrying out this important service. 

It remains for me to caution you to provide for your safe return to 
the ships, taking care to retrace your steps in due time, or by another 
coast, should you be able to find one; also to provide for the safety of 
yourself and crew. 

With earnest prayers for your success, and for the protection of the 
Almighty, I leave you to proceed. 

Given under my hand, near Cape Walker, this 23d April 1851. 
(Signed) ERASMUS OMMANNEY, 

Captain. 
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Enclosure ~ o. 2. 

Lieutenant MRCHAM'S Report on Examination of Inlet, to Captain 
. ERASMUS OM~rANNEy. 

Sir, Her Majesty's Sledge" Succour;' Encampment, 5th May I85!. 
According to your diree~ions, I proe~ed~d with the "~uccour" sledge 

011 the first instant, to examll1e an openmg 111 the coast wInch was thought 
Illlght probably lead into a channel to the southward and westward. 
The wind on the morning of the 2d fi'eshened to a gale fi'om S. E., and 
the snow-drift became so heavy that we pushed across for the west 
shore of the inlet, and encamped at 3 h. A. ~I. The gale blew hard 
all day, and moderating a little in the evening, decamped, and made 
tor a low point, which we found on landing was but It small flat island 
8eparated ii'om the main by a quarter of It mile. \V c crossed it, and 
made for It point about two miles fitrther, which we found also an island. 

The wind increasing, and the drift preventing our observing the shape 
or direction of the inlet, encamped at 10 h. P. ~I. On the evening of the 
3d the weather cleared, and enabled me to proceed with two men to 
examine the land, ,yhich appeared to terminate in a point. In crossing
to it ,,'e passed over three 1110re low islands just above the level icc, and 
with a high tide ridge round each. \V e ascended to the highest part of 
the main land, but a thick fog pre\'cnted our gaining a satisfactory view, 
but through the haze the land appeared continuous and to trend more to 
the eastward. Upon this eminence, which was D.bout 250 feet above the 
icc, we found the jawbone of a whale and It number of shells. Tracks of 
hares and foxes were very numerous, but none were seen. There being 
no appearance of the weather clearing we returned to our encampment. 

In recrossing the island several remains of Esquimaux encampments 
,,,ere found, with bOlles and leathers under the stones. The land was 
principally of limestone with It lit.tle granite. On the ~th, at 6 h. A.1r., 
built a cairn, and o.eposited It cylinder containing information rc~pectillg 
our search, route8 of tra\'clling parties, and positions of provision o.epMs, 
and fi'om the top of the island gained a "iew of the surrounding country, 
which was clearly traced nearly all rouno. the inlet, and turning in its 
direction to E. by N. The extremes of land seen were E. by N. of the 
\\'est shore ano. N. E. by E. of the cast shore. The E. X E. being directly 
under the sun, its glare, I timey, prevented our joining the land in that 
direction. During our crnize nothing was seen to giye any trace of our 
mi:;sing countrymen, or induce me to believe it had ever been visited 
before by any Europeans. At 6 h. A. }[, decamped, Eteered for the depot, 
encamping again at 9 h., and resuming our mareh at 6 h., to rejoin your 
encampment. The ice orer whidl we travelled appeared of several years 
formation, being mostly covered with hillocks formed by the thaws of 
several summers. 

Before closing this, I feel it my o.uty to point out to you the good 
behaviour of the men, who were of a mixed crew frolll the" Reliance" 
and" Adventure'." 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) G. F. MECHAM, 

Lieutenant in cOlllmand of the party. 

Enclosure No.3. 

LETTER from Lieutenant BnOWNE to Captain OMMANNEY, enclosing JOlllt:-lAL 
OF PROCEEDINGS . 

...,. Her Maje.ty's Ship" Resolute," off Griffith Island, 

.)lr, 28th June 1851. 
I have the honour to transmit to you the journal of the proceedings 

of the. sledge" Enterprize " under my command, between the 15th day 
of Apl'll and the 29th of May 1851, together with a chart of the coast 
travelled over, in which I have denoted the newly explored land by red, 
and the track dotted in, in the same colour; the adjacent coast of North 
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Somerset, Cornwallis, and Griffith Islands being shaded black. There 
are also a few sketches of the outlines of the most remarkable points, &c. 
seen. 

With the above I enclose extracts of the original order received from 
Captain Austin, and also an extract of the orders received from yourself 
at Cape Walker. 

I am O"rieved to state, that having searched the coast denoted in those 
orders a~ far to the southward as 72° 52' north latitude, and finding no 
traces of the missing expedition, and taking into consideration the quantity 
of provisions remaining, and the safety of the crew, as impressed on me 
in your orders, I considered it expedient to commence my return to the 
ship, taking advantage of the eastern coast of the islands not previously 
explored on my outward journey, also in pursuance of your orders. Here 
I again experienced the disappointment of an unsuccessful search; and 
tak ing into consideration the state and appearance of the ice in the strait, 
and in the bays along the coast, I think it unlikely that any ship could 
penetrate to the southward through this channel. My only hope in the 
search was, that retreating parties from the ships might (as a last resource) 
have availed themselves of the smoothness of the floe in reaching the 
coast of America, such being, in my opi nion, much preferable to attempting 
a passage over land. But no traces of any such parties have been 
found. . 

On the outward journey I deposited four of the printed notices sup
plied, and the same number on my return; more of these would have been 
deposited, had we encamped more fi'equently on the land; in addition to 
which, the extreme hardness of the soil and stones rendered it nearly 
impossible to collect stones suffi cient to build a cairn likely to attract the 
attention of any future t ravellers. 

In conclusion, I have much pleasure in stating, for Captain Austin's 
information, that the conduct of the crew during th~ whole journey was 
most satisfactory to me, and creditable to themselves, and that they all 
returned in good health. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) WILL. H. BROWNE, 

Lieutenant. 

P. S.- 1 have much regret that the sameness in the appearance of the 
land has not . afforded ~ne that opportul1l~'y of. using my pencil which I so 
earnestly dem ed and Il1deed expected, for, With the exception of a view 
of " Cape Walker" and No. 1 Cape, I have no illustrations worth notice. 
These, should they prove fit for fini shed drawings, will be forwarded 
when completed, and the angles, &c. when copied. 

JOURNAL of I~er Majesty's Sledge" RELIAl'i CE," Captain Erasmus Om
manney.' searchmg to the south-west of Cape Walker, for the missing 
expedItIOn under the command of Sir John Franklin. 

Kames. 

t'.' i lliam Dore 
Frt'derick Bronke 
C harles Call1pbl'1l 
'" Edwa rd Pri vC' tt 
Thomas Ward 
George Davis 
'" Francis Dow 

SLEDGE CREW. 

Rating. 

Captain maintop. 
Captain's cox swain. 
Cooper. 
A.13. 
A.B. 
A.B. 
A.B. 

, , ... 

Returned frostbitten, 
received "'Dow in 
lieu. 
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Departure. 

FIRST MARCH. 

Tuesday, 15th Apn·ZI851.-At 6h. 30m. P.M. the whole of the travelling Wind -

parties appointed for the prosecution of a search for the missing expedition Thelm. 

set out from their respective ships for the north point of Griffith Island, 
where their sledges had been previously advanced, amidst the cheers of those 
remaining, accompanied by Captain Austin and the officers. The weather 
was O'loomy and still; the temperature above zero, a circumstance to which 
we h~d been strangers for six months. On approaching the sledges, a f!ale 
set in suddenly with heavy squalls and falling snow. At 10 P.M., having 
reached the sledges, each party prepared for departure, when an allowance 
of grog and tea, prepared by the party in charge of the sledges, was served 
out. Captain Austin then read an appropriate prayer, made a final address, 
and took an affectionate leave of us. After three hearty cheers, each party HeEance. 

took its departure for the route assigned to it, and we soon lost sight of True Blue. 

each other in thick snow. I proceeded with the division of sledges (named ~~:;:~~, .. e. 

in the margin) under my command for Cape Walker, making a westerly Infl .. ible. 

conrse to clear Griffith Island, which was scarcely visible through the ~,~::::~::xiliary. 
storm. 

Wednesday, 16th ApnI-The strength of wind with falling snow in our 
faces, the weight of the sledges, together with the uneven hard ridges of 
snow, rendered the work of dragging very laborious. 2h. A.M. division 
encamped near broken hummocky ice; wind S.S.E., thick weather with 
snow; after partaking of some tea, got into blanket bags by 4- A.M. Did 
not sleep, owing to novelty of situation; throughout the day the gale 

• S.E. 
+ 11°. 

continued to blow with squalls, \\'ith drift and snow. The s:Jlne weather Hours travelled - 7t 

continued throuo'h the J·ourney. At 3h. P.M. aroused the eook to prepare Course and dis'l West ,;',.11 
b . • tance made • J from Ship. 

breakfast; gale moderatmg; heard the floe crack seyeral times. 5 h. read Encamped for rc" • 14 hours. 

praye~s, and breakfasted ~~ tea and c.old pemmican. Received t!le medical ~~~:,j luncheon. S.E. 

officer s report, "all well, and a satisfactory one from each officer of the Weather o. g. s. 

efficiency of each party; none appear to have slept sound. Therm. {'~~~t + HO 

SECOND MARCil. 

Packed up by 6 h. P.M., when the division proceedcd in a S.W. course; 
weather thick and misty, unable to see any distance. Strong S.E. wind; 
floe dceply furrowed with hard ridges of snow, making thc dragging hcavy 
work. At 9 h. our progress was checked by a formidable range of hum
mocks, thickly piled together, with an accumulation of dcep snow, extend
ing from Griffith towards Somerville Island. After some labour rousing 
thc sledges over awkward masses of ice, and clearing projections with 
pickaxes, the division cleared the hummocks by 10 h. P.M. ; the surface of ice 
then became more uniform, snow acquiring a greasy and sludgy tendency 
from the late increase of temperature. 11 h. 30 m. pitched tents for 
luncheon; found the water produced from the snow brackish. 

Thursday, 17th April.-12 h. 45 m .. ur. packed the sledges, and pro
ceeded, blowing strong from S.S.E., with dark thick weather; the ~now 
being deep and of a sludgy nature, the dragging was heavy work, and 
progress slow. 3 h. 30 m., wind increasing, and the men being very much Hours travelled. - 9!-
fatigued, I ordered the division to encamp ncar some hummocks, where Encamped for re,' 8~ 

Ii Halt, luncheon - 1 i 
some resh snow could be procured; very tired myself, and the men com- Distance accompli'hed - 8' 

plaining of fatigue, after a laborious march. At 6 h. supper; a fi'esh gale ~~:indh • S.E. 

set in from S.E. with thick snow-drift, which lasted through the day. All Te~~:r • __ +of4~q· 
slept soundly. • 

THIRD MARCH. 

At 6 h. P.M. breakfast; prayers; gale moderated and sky cleared; got 
a good sight of the land, "Griffith," "Lowther," " Somerville," and 
" Browne" Islands, being very distinct; N. W. extreme of Griffith bearing 
N. 60

0 

E. 9 or 10 miles. Received reports ii-om officers, " all well." Packed; 
and at 7 h. division proceeded in a S. W. course; moderate and clear; floe 
I1!0re favourable for dragging, being generally level; occasionally a small 
rrdge of hummocks and some deep snow checked us. At 9 h. sunset, 
Jupiter very distinct to the southward, near the meridian. Measured rate of 

2. D 4 



GOOD FRIDAY. 

Hours travelled - - 8! 
Enc,lmped for rest .. 14 
Halt, luncheon... ... 1 
Dist. accomplished 9' S. \V. "r. 
Wind - S.S.W. 
,V eat her ... o. s. 
Temp. - - + 160 to 250

• 

l.at. obscrvL'u ... 74° 24' N. 
I.ong. chron. 96° 3' '''. 
Var. per Bzimuth 153° 0' 'V. 
Dbtan:.'l' accomplished... ~, 
Hours travelled... ... 7t 
Encampl'd for rest ... 14t 
Halt, IUllcheon ... 1} 
Wind - 8.S.IV. 
'Veather ... o. s. 
Temp. .. ... + 16° to 21°. 

EASTEk SU!iDAY. 

Hours tra\'L,lIed.. .. 9 
Enc:'mped for rest .. 14 
Halt, luncheon ... 1 
Dic;tance accomplished ... HY' 
Wind. calm - N.W. 
\Veather ... o. 
Temp. _ • + 20" to 10". 
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sledge's progress; found it to be one and a half ~ile~ per houl'. The order 
of pro ceedi no' was in one line each sledo-e followmg III wake of next ahead. 

" ,/:) h d A" spell 0" was made every half hour, when the leader was.c ange .' a 
precaution to prevent the eyes being overstrained, the leader ~av~ng nothmg' 
to relieve the glare of surrounding floe; two officers half a mIle III advance, 
to lead the way; midnight, pitched tent for luncheon. 

Friday, 18th April.-A.M. wind moderate from the southwa!'d, and clear. 
1 h. division proceeded again; floe favourable, good tl:avellmg; 3 h. sun 
rose clear; 4 h. wind freshened up, keen and cuttmg to our h'lCeS; 
4 h. 15 m. men fatigued; blowing strong; divi~ion en.camped; no hum
mocks to take shelter under. Made about II mIles thIS march; mcn all 
eager to advance, and using their best exertions; dragging is a !aborio.us 
and heavy task. 6 h. supper. Directed morning prayers to be read daIly 
in tcnts. 

FOURTH MARCH. 

4 h. P.M. turned out; read portion of the service appropriated for the 
day. (j h. breakfastcd, officers and crews "all well." Directed medical 
otticer to go round the tents CW'I)' morning to see if any required his treat
ment. "Gritlith,"" Lowther," and " Browne" Islands visible. 

7 h. division proceeded; it came on to blow very strong right in OUl" 

fitces, with heavy snow; shaped a S.S,W. conrse. 10 h. observed loom of 
land to the S.S.W.; floe level and uniform, with snow from 6 to 8 inches 
deep on its surface, into which the sledges sank deeply. The sc:ene 
around us one of peculiar solitude and gloom; nothing but a snowy desert 
encircled by the horizon, without a speck for the eye to rest on; human 
life appears intrusive and unwelcome in such a region of desolation. On 
its clearing" Lowther Island" was visible on our right. 11 h. 4!5 m. pitched 
tcnts for luncheon, which consists of cold ~alt pork, biscuit, and half 
allowance of grog; watcr was to be procured as usual, by dissolving snow 
or ice in the cooking apparatus for drinking. 

Saturda.y, 19th AjJ1"il.-I h. A.~I. proceeded in a S.S.W. course; wind in 
our faces; thick weather; floe perfectly level, not a hummock to be seen; 
a most monotonous and dreary aspect. Snow on surface of ice deep; 
heavy work dragging. :3 h .. 1;"i m. availed myself of a few hummocks, and 
encamped ncar them, for the advantage of procuring good snow for water, 
which on the level snow is found brackish. Observed Cape Walker 
bearing N. 6° E. by Kater's compass (S.W. by \1'. true). 5 h. :30 m. sup
per; snow falling; obtained the sun's meridian altitude, which O'a\"e the 
lat. 74 0 24' N. Got sight for time at:3 h. 1'.~1. Much snow fel'! during 
the period of rest. 

FIFTH MARCll. 

6 h. P.>!. breakfasted. Prayers. Packed. Officers and crpws " all well." 
7 h. proceeded again; light wind from N. "'.; cloudy; temperature mild. 
Shared course for Cape \\' alker. ~.E. points of Lowt~er Island W. by 
N. "2 N. Cl:ews cheerful ~nd workmg well, all very anxIOus to reach the 
land; travellmg over a uIllform level floe, the formation of last season; 
not a crack or hummock to be seen; snow varyino- fi'om 4 to 6 inches 
de~p. 9 h. som.'~ seals were seen ~ying on the ice. ~bfficers went in pur
SUIt, but on ~helr approach the aIllmais escaped down their holes. Passed 
the dung of a bear, and a fox track. Midnight, pitched tents for 
luncheon. 

Sunday, 20th Apr£l.-Packed immediately each party was ready, and 
water bottles supplIed. 1 h: 20 m. A.M. proceeded; calm, with thick mist, 
u~·table to see land, or an object to steer by. Sent officers a considerable 
~Istance ahead to ~ecp as direct a course as possible by compass. Expe
nenced a. s~dden nse ?f temperature, t~ermometer stood at + 300

; not a 
breath of a~r; men thlrs.ty! glad to relIeve ours~lyes of ,extra wrappers; 
snow sludgy, s.ledges smkl~g deep.i men workmg melTlly. Enabled to 
travel longer tlus march, owmg to Illlld weather and uniform level of floc. 
5 h. encamped; thermom~ter f8:11ing again; misty weather. Supper, and 
bagged by 7 P.M. The pIpe enjoyed at every meal. Men full of antici. 
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pated pleasures 'on reaching the .land, and full. of h~pe for the missing 
Expedition. Snow 80ft; wolf skills saturated wIth mOIsture. 

SIXTH MARCH. 

4h. p.M.-Turned out; found it blowing strong, with squalls and snow 
from the northward; after reading the service appropriated for this 
festival, breakfasted at 6h.; officcrs and men "all well." 6h. 40m., divi
sion proceeded, Cape W~lker, bearing~. b,;: E.by compass, loomi.ng through 
the mist; fully expectmg to reach It thIs march. 9h., blowmg strong, 
wind on starboard quarter. Made sail on sledges with" floor cloths," 
which answered admirably, and relieved the men, some requiring but two 
men to drag. Kites were used, but found useless, the speed of the 
slcdges slacking the line, which caused them to fall. Blowing very 
hard; sledges scudding along looking like a fleet of junks. Snow lying 
deep, walking at increased speed vcry filtiguing. Men pushing forward 
with energy. Midnight, pitched tcnts for luncheon. Very cold; tem· 
perature falling. 

Monday, 21st Ap1·il.-lh. A.1\!. division proceeded again; under sail, and 
dragging. Snow very deep. Steering for the land, which was visible at 
intervals through the mist. At 5h., finding ourselves deceived in the 
distance from the land, the men much fatigued with their day's exer
tions, ordered the division to encamp; still blowing very hard fi'om the 
northward, with snow. Indistinct view of land, which appeared to be 
high, with a bold coast. Well satisfied with the day's work, everyone 
having used their utmost exertions. Men complaining of the canvas 
boots, which had shrunk with the wet, caused by the heat of the foot 
walking through the snow. Blew hard during the day. Temperature 
falling. 'Cold penetrating throngh blanket bag; could not sleep in 
consequence. 

SEVENTH MARCH. 

p.M.-Breakfasted by Gh. 30m., the cold having prolonged the timc 
occupied in boiling the kettle. Read prayers. Packed sledges, and by 
7h. aOm. the division proceeded for the land in a painfully cold wind 
from N. W. cutting across our faces. A wry brilliant parhelia was visiblc 
for some time, consisting of three concentric arcs, a horizontal line inter
secting them, and a white column ascending from the horizon opposite the 
sun. Distant land visible to the southward. Mcn frequently Ii'ostbitten 
in their faces; obliged to halt for those having leather boots to change 
them. Closing the land; bold cliffs intersectcd by deep ravines; coast 
trending north-westerly and south-easterly. Proceeded to the land to 
select a spot for encampment; found a very heavy range of hummocks 
lining the coast, pressed up with great force. Got wct foot in tidc crack. 
Midnight, planted the" union jack " on the beach. 

Tuesda.l/, 22d April.-Heavy work to rouse the sledges over the hum
mocks; effected it by double manning, lightening, and clearing projections 
with pickaxes. Found a sloping beach between the cliffs, and then 
formed by the accumulated debris. Rather unfavourable ground for tent
!ng ; very uneven, and frozen so hard we had no means of levelling it. Cold 
mtense; temperature being _15°, with a severe cutting wind. Ordered 
men into their bags; all too glad to do so, when tents were pitched, 
weather being impracticable for any operations at present. Ordered Lieu
tenants Browne and Mecham to hold themselves in readincss to proceed at 
6h. A.M. to search the coast; when the time arrived I deferred their de
parture in consequence of inclement weather. Medical officer reported 
Ma.rshaIl, of" True Blue," severely frostbitten in the foot, depriving him 
of Its use, and recommending his immediate return to the ship; severely 
?thers suffered in the march of yesterday. It "'as a miserable day; the 
Ill.tense cold, with the tent rattling about our ears in the violent gusts of 
wIlld, prevented onr repose. Temperature of tent nearly the same as 
external temperature; wind penetrating the thin canvas. 6 h. read 
prayers; breakfasted; gale moderated. Despatched Lieutenant Browne 
to examine the coast to southward, and Lieutenant Mecham to the north
ward, for the same purpose. Made arrangement for sending "Marshall" 

2. E 

Hours travelled.. .. 9 
Encamped for rest.. .. 14 
Halt for luncheon.. .. I 
Distance accomplished .. 11' 
Wind N.W. 
'Vc:lthcr 
Temp. 

.. s.m.q. 
.. +120 t05° 

lImns travelled.. .. 4~ 
Encamped for rest .. 14 
Halt for luncheon 
DistJnce accomplished 5' 
Wind N.W. 
'Veather 
Temp. 

.. sq.o.m. 
_ ,r:p to 120 

CAPE 'YAI.KER. 
Detained by weather. 

Therm. 
"rimi 

_150 
- N.W. 



.d . {Air - 22°_ 
Ml I11gbt Ther. Tent _ 100_ 

Lieut. Mecham's party tra
velled 12 miles. 

Lieut. Browne's 8 miles. 
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back to ship by auxiliary sledge; replaced. him by "A~~strong," and 
supplied each sledge with its portion of provislOn~ from auxIliary .. 

At lOh. P.M. Lieutenant Browne returned, vnth several of hIS party 
frostbitten, not having been able to proceed further than four miles in 
consequence; when he rounded the high land of the cap~, he found the 
coast trending southerly, and an extensive low plain; saw hIgh to S.E: ; too 
thick to trace' its connexion; saw some very old traces of Esqmmaux 
huts; some "hares," and "snow buntings." At midnight the gale in
creased to its former violence. Lieutenant Mecham returned; after round
ing a cape N.N.W. of camp, crossed a bay to a point W.S. six miles; 
from this position he saw the coast trending W.S.W., but.un~ble to. see 
any distance, the land becoming low. No traces were seen m eIther dIrec
tion of anyone having visited the coast. Dare and Camp~e~l, of my 
sledge, who accompanied him, came in greatly fatigued, complammg much 
of the painful cold experienced. To our great regret no traces could be 
seen. 

netnincd I>y severity of weather. Wednesda.t/, 23d Ap1'1:t.-At 2h. A.:li. partook of hot soup, whic~ aU 
found refreshing. Stowed closely in our bags for warmth. Ohtamed 

lfr. Krabbe returns with 
wounded man to ships. 

Therm. ... ... - 26° to 100 

some sleep. 
Noon. Found the gale not abated; thermometer - 180

; miserable in tent; 
ran about on beach ice to get warm. After a report of a continuous coast 
to the westward, I determined upon detaching a sledge to take up the 
examination of the coast southward of Cape \V all ... er, considering it equally 
probable that Sir John Franklin, being unsuccessful in finding a passage 
to the American Continent, near the 98th meridian, would seek for one 
down the channel lying between Capes Walker and Bunny. After due 
deliberation I became the more convinced of the necessity of providing 
for the examination of this coast, and directed Lieutenant Browne to hold 
himself in readiness for the service. With forty-one days provisions from 
this date, I considered he would have sufficient to accomplish this search, 
and by retaining Mr. Ede with the main body of the division, derive the 
advantage of having a medical otlicer's advice in case of any further 
disaster, especially as several men were then frostbitten. 

4h. P.M. Sky clearing and wind moderating. Issued orders to Lieu
tenant Browne. Wrote to Captain Austin, and directed Mr. Krabbe to 
prepare for starting. 5h. 30m. prayers, and breakfast. Ordered 
" Inflexible" to supply "Success" with two days provisions, to ensure 
their safe return to ship. 

9h. !'ook formal possession of the land in the name of our gracious 
SovereIgn, and planted the "British flag" in the ground, with three 
cheers. " Marshall" being laid on the sledge, and wrapped in the 
blankets, Mr. Krabbe set off with three cheers; aided them over the hum-
mocks with a party, ~lso in dragging them clear of land. Although the 
cold was great, the wIDd was favourable, ~nd as ev.ery hour was ofimpo~t
ance .to the suff~rer,. I wa.s happy to see hIm on hIS way towards the ShIp. 
A caIrn was ~Ullt, m whIch the proper official document was deposited, 
also some coms, and the two Halkett's boats buried close to it under a 
remarkable portion of the cliff, which was detached at the entr~nce of a 
ravine, and forms a prominent feature. 

Bitterly cold wind, too strong to move, and in the direction of course' 
could not thin~ of leaving, although most anxious to do so, all being 
k~ocked up WIth har~ work. Blew again at midnight with the same 
VIolence.; took refuge III the ?ags, and.l.unched; still bitterly cold, wind 
penetratmg the tent. . All anXIously waItmg for an improvement, so as to 
~e on the ,~oye agam; thoughts were const~ntly about the poor man 

Marshall IYI~g o,?- a sledge, unable to move, m such a climate; but there 
was a consolatIOn III knowing that the wind was fair for Mr. Krabbe's 
progress . 

. Thu1's~a:y, 24th April.-The gale continued; the gusts off the high 
cliff rattlmg the tent about ou~ ears. Cramped and tired with the confine
ment of te~t; went. out occaSIOnally to run about and obtain warmth; all 
equally mIserable III the other tents. At lOh. enjoyed some hot soup; 
afterwards got some rest. 

P.M. 5h. 30m. thermometer rose to -7°, and +4° in tent. 
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EIGHTH MARCH. 

Gale moderating. 6 h. 30 m. prayers. Breakfast. Prepared for depar-
ture. Lieutenant Browne's sledge was completed to 41 days prm'isions Lieut. Browne parts company 

from Mr. Ede, and at 8 h. P.M. he parted company, with three cheers, to for the southwllrd. 

proceed in the execution of his orders. 
At 9 h. 55m. the division, now consisting of five sledges, quitted the 

beach; and, after getting them safely over the ridge of hummocks, we 
proceeded to round the northern part of the Cape Walker coast, where 
we found it much broken, through which we threaded our course to gain 
the beach along a bay to the westward, in hopes of finding better tra
velling. Midnight, falling snow, and the light very deceiving. 

Frida.y, 25th April.-Proceeding to the westward from Cape Walker 
the land lowers, and a point bears W. by S. from the N.W. Cape, a very 
gradual slope to the beach, all covered with deep hard snow. Found it 
very bad travelling between the beach and grounded ice, there being very 
deep snow underneath the ice, and so uneven that the men could not tread 
firmly. 

1 h. A.1\I. pitched tents for luncheon; extremely cold. 2 h. 10m. packed, 
and proceeded; quitted the line of beach, and struck outside the grounded 
ridge of ice. Found the floe better travelling. 

A sharp cutting wind in our faces. 5 h. 30 m. reached some heavy 
masses of grounded ice, off a rounded point, beyond which the coast line 
trended to S.W. by W. Slipped through a tide crack, and wet my legs. N.W. Cape bore E. by N. 

Therm. - 10°. Wind west. Encamped near massive grounded hummocks, 6 mile •• 

about one mile from coast, after It heavy drag; all cold and tired. On 
changing boots, Privett's great toe found severely frostbitten; examined 
by medical officer. Many others suffered partially, during the march, in 
face and in extremities. Clear weather, very cold, with light westerly 
wind. Sun striking through the tent during the day produced consider-
able warmth. Although dragging is very laborious work, we are still 
glad to be again making progress. Men suffered much in their feet, their 
strength being affected by severity of weather and confinement to tent. 
The bay crossed over in this march appeared shoal; heavy ice was 
aground at a considerable distance from the land. 4 h. P. ~I. turned out to 
obtain sights; weather clear, but very cold. A very singular parhelia was 
visible; an arc of the brightest prismatic colours encircled the zenith; ~ 
white column arose vertically from the horizon, in opposition to the sun; 
two halos, one of 22° semi-diameter, with segments of inverted arcs, ex-
tended £i'om the sun parallel with horizon, at the distance of llOo; a white Hours travelled. • 1t 
mock sun appeared at the intersection of another vertical column; the Encamped for rest - 15 

ffi . Halt for luncheon - - 1 
e ect was peculIarly beautiful, the colours were so clear and bright, and Distance accomplished _ 8' 

described with such mathematical precision, that the mind could scarcely Wind - - westerly. 
. . b' h I f 1 Weather o,m aSSOCIate It as emg t e resu t 0 natura causes. Temp. _ _100 to 250 

These phenomena are the more brilliant as the cold is more intense, and 
as an observant seaman justly remarked, that" when them 'ere sun dogs 
" shows themselves we always gets double allowance from Jack Frost." 

NINTH MARCH • 

. 6h. breakfasted; read prayers; packed. Several complaining of frost
b~t~s! ordered every precaution to be taken in wrapping up the feet. 7 h. 
dlVlslOn proceeded, shaping a course parallel with coast, which here became 
low and. continuous, S.W. by W. DeRpatched Messrs. Hamiltou and Ede 
to examme the la.nd. Cold intense, travelling heavy, over hard ridges of 
snow; halted whIlst a man put on more wrappers, foot being frostbitten. 
At 9 h. 30m. the thermometer fell - 22°. The men suffering so much, I 
would no Jo~ger expose them to the risk of frostbites. Encamped; when 
tents were pItched, thermometer - 26°. Messrs. Hamilton and Ede reported 
the ~and to ?e low, covered with deep hard snow; sloping so gradually 
that It was dIfficult to define the beach, a most uninteresting dreary coast. 
No traces. Brilliant parhelion at sunset. Calm. Bagged as warm as we 
could; unable to sleep. After grog sino-ino' was commenced· example J!. • , b b , 
10110wed III the other tents. Determined upon travelling during the middle 
of the day whilst severe cold lasted. 

2. E 2 

Hours travelled .. .. 2 
Encamped for rest .. IS 
Halt for luncheon 
Distance accomplished .. '1.' 
Wind - calm. 
Temp... .. _100 to 260 
Detained 6 traveHing hours by 
severe cold. 
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TENTH MARCH. 

Saturday, 26th Apl'il.-.6 h. A.M.; therm.- 4°; bre.ukfast; read pray~rs. 
7 h. division proceeded parallel with coast line, one mIle and a hal~ outsIde 
grounded hummocks. Floe appeared to be old, and covered WIth hard 
ridges of snow. Men workinO' well. Sledges very heavy, the labour 
great. Despatchcd Lieutenant Osborn to examine the coast .. Noon, clear 

Lat. obsmed - - 74°05 weather. Lat. observed 74° 05' N. Therm. in shade - 6°, III sun + 16°. 
Var. per.noonazmth.1610 wes!.V·· b ' . h 16'° t t n' o' SW byW anatIOn y 0 s aZImut gave 1 wes; coas run Ill/? '.' . 

1 h. 15 m. P.M. division proceeded. Walked to the l~nd WIth Lleut~nant 
Mecham; yery laborious work. Passed over a consIderable quantIty of 
old grounded ice, with deep hollows of snow. Apparently very shoal along 
this coast, with old fixed ice attached to the shore. Land deeply covered 
with snow; no chance of improved travelling along the coast. Ascended 

5 Uf. an eminence of about 80 feet; coast appeared continnous of th~ same low 
t~~g~ _ : ~!~ ~~, ~v. monotonous character, withont any remarkable feature. . DIscovered a 
Var. - - 166° 00' w. small low island, bearing W.N.W. (true). Struck off agaIll to sledges, 
Hours travdled - - 9t from a low oTavcl point. Observed a line of hummocks to N.E. appa-Encamped for rest... .. 13 0 , 
Halt for luncheon - I, rently edge of land ice. Reached sledges at 5 h. 30 m.,. when we en
DI~tance .ccomphshed - 10 camped. Men had a good day's work but with every exertIOn could only Wmd .. calm. , • 
Weather c. drag one mile pel' hour. Bagged as quick as possible. Thermometer 
Temp. - - _6° to 30< falling rapidly, as sun declined. Supper at 8 P.~I. Therm. _ 20°. 

Thenn. 

Hours travelled - - 8! 
Encamped for rest - 14~ 
Hove to luncheon.. .. I! 
Djstance accomplished 10' 
'Vind - calm. 
\Veathcr em. 
Therm. -160 

Despatched M· ... ·F-de back to 
ships with the suffp.rcrs from 
frost-bites. 

Lat. observed 
Var. 
Azimuth .. 

.. "4° 01'~. 
161°O'W. 

- Jf'2° 0' W. 

ELEVENTH ~ARCH. 

Sunday, 27th April.-Calm, extremely cold. At 3 h. A.M. the mercury 
in thermometer was found congealed, and contracted to - 44°. No sleep; 
everything frozen in interior of tent, and covered with frost. 5 h. 30 m. 
breakfast; read morning service. Fearing to expose the men before the 
sun gained more influence, did not proceed until 8 h. A.}r., when the tem
perature was - 34° in shade, and _16° in sun; very clear weather, with 
a great deal of refraction. "Lowther Island" visible. Continued along 
the coast, S.W. by W., one mile and a half distant, outside the grounded 
hummocks, over old icc deeply furrowed with hard snow; so uneven and 
such uncertain footing made the work very hard for the men. 

Noon, calm and cloudless sky. Therm. - 14°; air piercing to the 
feelings. 12 h. :30 m. halted for lunch; proceeded again at 2, imme
diately a sufficient quantity of water had been procured for the men. 
Passed close by a massive grounded piece of ice, which must have mea-
sured thirty feet in thickness, travelling over the same kind of ice as in the 
forenoon. Coast low. and apparently very shoal water. Therm. -16°. 

5 h. 30 m. sun declining; temperature falling rapidly. Ordered division 
to ~ncamp. 7 h. supper. Therm. - 22°, in tent. _2°. Read evening 
servlc.e. A~ded a kettle of h~t coffee to our meal; a most enjoyable and 
wanmng dnnk under such ClrCllmstances. Several men suffering from 
fi'ostbites and glare of sun. 

Midnight; light wind from N.W. Therm. -34°. 

TWELFTH MARCH. 

~JJ1ond(/y, 28th :1pril.-3 h. A:M. thermo - ~4 0. ? h. 40 m. prayers and 
brcakfast. IntenSIty of cold oblIged me to walt for lI1crease of temperature 
before procecding. l'1edical. oilieer advised that Edward Privett (A.B.), 
of my sledge, should H~me~lately return to ship, his toe having assumed 
the appearance of mortIficatIOn. ExchanO'ed him for Francis Dow (A.B.) 
o~." .Inflexible."; also exchanged Georg~ Francis of "Adventure" for 
W I~ham CO~~·I~. Comple~ed up provisions fror,tl" Inflexible," leaving ten 
da} s for then Ieturn to shIp. Arrangements bemg completed, gave orders 
to Mr. Ede, and parted company at lOh. A.M. \Ve proceeded alonO' the 
coas~ S.W. by W. ~ 1 h. 30 m. entered a barrier of very rough ic~ ex
tendmg from the land as far as could be seen, towards the low island seen 
to the nort~ward. Noon, obtained latitude by meridian altitude. Clear 
weather; wmd southp-rly; thermo _2°. I h. halted for lunch. 2 h. pro
cec~ed, despatched two officers to the coast to seek a better lead. Tra
vellmg between. large rounded hillocks of fresh-water ice, some of which 
rose to an elevatIOn of twenty feet above the level surface of the ice; we 
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had to thread our path between them where the best lead offered, conse
quently our progress was slow. The labour here was very great; the men 
were actually obliged to come to a standing pull. with th~ sledges, rousing 
them throu"h deep hollows of snow and rough rIdges of ICe. The sky was 
clear, and the sun's rays were s~orch.ing, which produced a most painful 
glare of the snow; at the same tIme m the shade the cold was intense. 
Encamped at 6 h. 30m., having gained but two miles in the afternoon's 
work. Men suffering much from the glare of sun, and much shakcn by Hours travelled· • 7t 
the strain of the drag ro.pe. Lie~tenant ~echam reported ~ better lead in ~~~:~!re~~~~;~~t : 1; 
shore. Discovered a distant pomt bearIng 'V. by N., whIch led me to Distance accomplished • 6' 

hope that the coast would be continuous to the westward. Bearings, by ~\v'indh - - calm. 
. ° h ° . dO" eat er c.m. Kater H. 47, a pomt 20 , anot er 25 , extreme pomt to westwar 55, an Temp. - 2° to 30° 

island 158°, eastern extreme 229°. :\t 8h. 1'.)1. thenll.-24°; passed several Detained 2.hours arranging 

k , 1 h t for exchanging men and pro-foxtrae s a ong t e co as . visions from Inflexible. 

THIRTEENTH MARCH. 

Tuesda!J, 29th April.-3 h. A.M. calm; thermo - 39°. 6 h. prayers and Thcrm.~ 
breakfast. Cold most acute in taking sights. 7 h. 30m. procecded; shaped 
a conrse to gain the shore, seeing no prospect of clearing this labyrinth. Ice 
of the same nature as yesterday, but hillocks less numerous on approaching 
the coast. Cold piercing wind and scorching sun, glare painful; all wearing 

- _390 

some protection for eyes. Lieutenant Osborn and several others suffering. Lat. observed 73° 56' 50" N. 
Very slow progress; men persevering to overcome the difficulties of our Long. ehron. 99° 09' 00" W 

road with good will, gained about four miles. 12 h. 30 m. halted for lunch. 
Wind from southward. Therm. _2°. Enjoyed my lunch outside the 
tent, under influence of suu's rays. 1 h. 20m. proceeded direct for land, 
which proved to be nearer than appearances led me to suppose, for at 
1 h. 45m. we came suddenly upon the land, the beach being concealed 
from view by a range of pressed-up ice along the tide crack. My only 
course now was to take one along the beach, and was still mortified to find 
we could not obtain much increase of speed, owing to the depth of snow, 
with a very uncertain footing, causing the people to slip about. The land 
here was gentle undulating hills, receding from the coast with a gradual 
slope; low beach, the hard snow encrusted over land icc, and shore chiefly 
of limestone, which could only be discovered in distinct patches, where 
the projections of the terraces protruded above the snow. The weather 
set in very thick, with southerly wind; crossed two small indentations; off 
the projecting points heavy masses of icc were forced up. 

Although the labour had been excessive, I felt constrained to test the 
strength of my men to the utmost effort; it was painful to sec them 
suffering from fatigue and effects of the climate. Did not encamp until 
6 h. 30 m. on the eastern side of a projecting point; the mist and snow 
obstructed further view beyond. The whole division much fatigued, suffer-
ing from glare of sun, and several frost-bites. Pitched tents on the land Hours travelled - 10 
covered with deep hard snow, therefore no advantage derived. Dogs got ~:~~'Fu~e;~!~~l:~~t : I~ 
entangled some distance off, and dropped a case of pemmican; Dore went m,tanee accomplished - 8' 

back 101' it, rcturn~d tired and snowblind. Men complaining of pains in ~:~~hcr - - s~u:;:~!: 
the shoulders. LIeutenant Osborn snowblind, unable to see. 8 h. P.M. Temp. - _g9° to 10° 
wind south, hazy; halo and parhelion round 8. 

Th.ermometer 10°. Having received a very unfavourable report, which 
eombmed with my own obsenrations, of the general debility of the division, 
decided in making to-morrow a day of rest. 

Wednesda,lj, 30th Apl·il.-On rising proceeded round the tents and foulld Detained in conseql~cncc of 
the number of sufferers as follows: snow-blllldncss and SIckness. 

(Treated each case according to medical instruction.) 
Sledge "Reliance." Wm Dore snowblind in both eyes; one man slightly 

in one eye; two with sore faces from sun and ii·ost. 
Sle~ge "Tml? Blue." Lieutenant Osborn snowblind in both eyes; one 

bad dIarrhma and debilitated; four snowblind in left eye. 
Sledge" Succour." Four affected with snow-blindness; one bad frost

bite on big toe. 
Sledge "Adven~ure." Two, snow-blindness in both eyes; one, frost-bite. 
Under these CIrcumstances it was impossible for the division to move. Lat. 

As we had attained 100 miles from the ships, or ten days march, I availed ~~~~. 
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lit depot buried. 

Discovered an inlet trending 
to S.E. 

Detained by snow-blindness 
and sickness. 
Therm. • _~lo 

Despatched Lieut. Mecham. 
to search inlet. 

Detained by .tress of weather. 

Detained by stress of weather. 

Dep6t. 
Lat. 
Long. 
Var. -
Therm. 

- 7So 55' 00 W. 
- 99° 26' 00 W. 

- 165° 0' W. 
_ -~Oto +10° 
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myself of the delay to deposit our ten days depot. 6 h. 30 m. breakfa~t 
and prayers. Formed a depot; buried the cases ~ ground too hard to. dIg 
deeper than eighteen inches; covered them well wIth heavy stones; bml.t a 
cairn over it another one in the rear of it 100 yards on the slope of hill; 
found considerable soil. Obtained observations; aired tent gear; ordered 
men to be kept in tent out of glare. . 

After luncheon, accompanied by Lieutenant Mecha~ and Mr. HamIlton, 
I ascended the hill to obtain a view of coast and examme the land. 

Found the land, from the depot point B, trend suddenly due south f~r 
5 miles when I discovered an inlet running to the S.E.; could see up It 
for 13 :niles but could not define its termination, owing to points of land 
overlocking' and great mirage; at its entrance it was about 5 miles wide. 
On western side the hills were higher, and very low l~nd stret~hed awa.f to 
N.W., forming a deep bay to the northward of the mlet. DIrected LIe~
tenant Mecham and Mr. Hamilton to proceed and make a further examI
nation of coast. I returned to tents at 4 h. P.M. to obtain sights. 

Passed traces of hares and foxes. A great deal of snow on the ground. 
Limestone with occasional pieces of granite. Patches of moss and grass to 
be seen. The position of our depot was good, being close to this inlet. 
Hitherto the coast had been destitute of any distinguishing feature. The 
appearance of the ice was unfavourable for navigation along the coast, 
generally of old formation, that of several seasons, and fixed along the 
land; that barrier striking off to the low island reminded me of the floes 
met with by "Parry" to the westward, and I saw masses which measured 
30 or 40 feet in thickness. 5 h. 30 m. Lieutenant Mecham returned; 
could discover nothing beyond what we had seen from the hill. Found 
the inlet more favourable for travelling. 

Thursday, 1st May.-Calm and clear; thermometer _21°, at 6h. A.M. 

Passed a very cold night. A flock of ptarmigan had visited the tents 
whilst we slept, by their traces being close to the door. Unfavourable 
report of sick. Lieutenant Osborn suffering great pain, unable to see; 
Dore likewise. Thos. Armstrong, severe attack of diarrhrea; during the 
night passed blood; was low and debilitated; the other could not bear expo
sure to sun; there was no alternative but patience to await their recovery. 
Resolved to despatch Lieutenant Mecham with a light sledge, picking out 
a crew of able hands for the trip. 8 h. P.M. thermometer _10°; set out 
with all the hands that were able to aid in running out his sledge as fast 
as possible; at 10 h. parted with him at entrance of inlet; ordered Lieu. 
tenant Mecham to return on the 3d. Blowing hard from S.E. with snow; 
returned to the camp at midnight. 

F1'iday, 2d May.-Continued gale throughout the day from S.E. with 
thick d:ift; unable to l~ave the tent. ~emperatu:e improving. People 
recovermg from snow-blmdness. The wme of opIUm found an efficient 
cure; the pain from it excruciating. 

Safll1'day, 3d May.-Gale continued with great violence, drift very thick; 
un.able to show out of tent; ~iscom~ort great; the limited space of tent 
bemg more confined from the SIde haVing been pressed in by an accumu
lation of snow. No room to move; limbs aching from lying so long 
cramped up. Cooking in the tent is increasing the darkness of com
plexions, being already well coloured with dirt; made but two meals 
during the 24 hours. 

Sunday, 4th May.-l h. A.M. thermometer-2°; gale abating. 4h. calm. 
Cleared away the accumulation of snow from the tent. All turned out of 
tent; set it in order, and restowed sledge. Found Lieutenant Osborn and 
the sufferer~ .recov~red from snow-blindness. 8 h. supper. Fine morning, 
and our SpIrIts rmsed at the prospect of spring weather and the release 
from our confi.nement. Being the anniyersary of our' departure from 
~ngland, ~e dIsvlayed our colours. Enjoyed a wash for the first time 
smc~ leavmg ~hIP, .11 h. asse;mbled the sledge crews, and read divine 
serVIce. Obtamed SIghts for tIme, latitude and variation. 

!he debilitated state of 'rho mas Armstrong's health, and mortification. 
?emg ~pparent on the frost-bl.tten toe of John Bailey (royal marine), their 
Immediate return to the ships was advisable; the period also having 
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arrived for the return of Lieutenant Osborn's limited sledge, I ordered . 
Mr. Hamilton to prepare for his return, according to Captain Austin's 
order, exchanging two efficient men for the above. Noon, wind N.W. ; 
thermometer + 10°. Writing to Captain Austin and working up sights. 
Lieutenant Osborn completed provisions off Mr. Hamilton's sledge. 5 h. 
breakfasted. Deposited an official document in cairn; prepared for depar
ture, taking in my sledge the stores, &c. belonging to " Succour." 

FOURTEENTH MARCH. 
7 h. Set out from depot in company with "True Blue," parting Proceed to the westward. 

with Mr. Hamilton and their sledge "Adventure;" highly satisfied with Mr. Hamilton returns to .hip. 
his conduct. Proceeding along the coast for the inlet. Wind fresh 
from S.E.; hazy; thermometer + 6°. 8 h. "Succour" joined com-
pany, Lieutenant Mecham having been 13 miles up the inlet in a S.E. Lieut. Mecham rejoins. 
direction, where he found it trending to E.N.E., and saw the remains 
of an Esquimaux settlement (vide his report). Struck across the inlet 
for opposite coast, picking out the best lead, over old ice with rounded 
projections. 

Midnight, halted for luncheon; the rounded masses formed on surface of "Reliance," "Succour," and 
floe afford excellent fresh water. "True Blue." 

111ondalj, 5th JlI(/lj.- \Vesterly winds, sharp; thermometer _5°; glad to be Hours travelled - - 11 
. . h . d d b r . h N W II' Encamped, rest - 1St movmg. 1 . procee e to cross a ay lor a pomt to t e . .; trave mg Halt, luncheon - _ 1 

improved, snow being hardened by late gale. Shoal along the coast, Di.stauce accomplished - II' 
. h d d h k h' d T Bl" d S Wmd - westerly. Wit groun e ummoc s. 5 . A.M. encampe ," rue ue an " UC- Weather - c.q.g. 

cour" in company. Thermometer _10°. Men cold and tired. 6 h. A.M. Temp. - 14
0 

thermometer _140. 

FIFTEENTH MARCH. 
5 h. P.M. Prayers and breakfast. 6 h. 30 m. proceeded; wind strong 

from northward; thermometcr +20; making for a point bearing N.W. 
from inlet, crossing a bay. Land higher, with some ravines at western 
extremity of inlet. 10 h. 15 m. reached a very low point, and found 
coast trend away to W. by N.; much grounded ice with hummocks along 
coast, and extending a considerable distance from point, apparently 
very shoal. No indication of tide; point nearly level with floc covered 
with hard snow; cut it off by taking sledge across the land. Granite 
boulders seen occasionally above snow. 11 h. 45 m. halted for lunch; 
bright clear weather; saw the sun above the horizon for the first time at 
midnight this season; its azimuth by compass bearing gave 1690 westerly 
variation. 

Tuesday, 6th May.-Calm; temperature -12°. Ih. proceeded along the 
beach W. by N. through deep snow; large hummocks pressed up along the 
coast. Low land sloping gradually to beach. Ice as far as the horizon 
had every appearance of being very old; enormous masses were grounded 
along the coast; stood upon one which must have been 40 feet thick. 
4 h. A.M. encamped after a good day's work. 

The time having arrived for the return of the limited sledge, com
pleted up to 36 days from the" Succour," and stowed it before supper. 
Broke the thermometer. 

P.M. strong S.W. wind, and hazy. Wrote to Captain Austin. 5h. 
breakfasted and prayers. A hare seen. . Gave final orders to Lieutenant 
Mecham, whose conduct has been highly satisfactory. 

SIXTEENTH MARCH. 

Therm. - _ 12° 

Hours tl'avclled .. 9 
Encamped, rest - •. 1St 
Halt for 1uncheon - Ii 
Distance accomplished - 12' 
Wind - N.W. 
Weather .. c. 
Temp. . 12" 

P.M. 6h. 30m. parted company from" Succour" with three cheers, and Lieut. Mecham returns to 
proceeded; "True Blue" in company. I deposited the dipping needle Ship. 
h b · d' . " Reliance" and I' True Blue" 
e~e, emg eSIrOUS to relIeve the men of every pound of unnecessary in company. 

weIght; anxious to press forward with all despatch. Built a cairn, and 
left a record. Tried the travelling outside the range of hummocks, but 
finding it so uneven made but slow progress, so returned to pursue our 
course along the beach. Strong S. W. wind and snow. Land of same 
nature, g~ntly undulating, sloping to beach with regular terraces, com-
posed of lImestone and granite boulders. Midnight, clearing up; thermo- Therm. __ 40. 

meter - 40
• Halted for lunch. 
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Hours travelled... ... 8! 
Encamped, rest ... 14! 
Halt for luncheon ... I 
Distance accomplished ... 9' 
Wind - S.W. 
'Veather 
Temp. 

- o.m.s. 
_ +7° 

Detained by stl"CSS of weather. 

Hours trav~lled.. ... 4 
Encamped, rest ... ... 14 
Halt for luncheon ... I 
Dh.tance accomplished ... l' 
'Vind .. westerly. 
We.lther ... o. 111. s. 
Temp. .. _40 'j,' 

l'lidnight, halted for lunch. 

Hours travelled ... 9 
Encamped, rest ... ... 14i 
Halt, luncheon... ... 1 
Distance accomplished ... 9' 
Wind - S.W. 
Weather ... c. m. 
Temp.... .. _7° to + 5° 

2d clopo! buried. 
Lat. - - 73" 53' N. 
Long. .. .. 1610 14' 'V. 
Var. - 180° 00' W. 
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Wednesday, 7th May.-lh. proceeded. Thi~k weather; wind N. 'Y. 
Dragging very heavy, passing along very l~w shmgle beach pressed up. III 
successive ridges. After rounding a pomt where the grounded Ice 
extended a great way off, the coast went away to the S.S.W. Passed 
several enormous masses of O"rounded ice. 4h. encamped near a large 
hummock; camp reduced to °two tents. ~ point bearing west six miles, 
eastern extreme N.N.E. P. :11. strong wmd £I'om westward; thermo
meter +9°. 

SEVENTEENTH MARCH. 

6h. 30m. P. lIf. proceeded for a point (west), cro~sing a bay .. Wind 
freshening, with snow; in old and rugged ice the footmg IS uncertam, had 
frequent falls. Land of a higher character, receding from c?ast. . 

At Ilh. it blew so hard, right in our faces, 'yith ~nowdrIft, that It 'Yas 
impossible for the men to make progress against It. Encamped; WIlld 
westerly; thermometer in tent + 15°. 

Thursday, 8th lIfay.-Strong gale from the westward, and thick snow
drift; confined in our blanket bags. 

6h. 30m. P.:\!. prayers and breakfast. 
Midnight, thermometer _2° in tent. Blowing too hard to expose the 

men. 
Frida,y, 9th lIfay.-A. M. fresh gale with - ·:ft; occasional gleams of 

sunshine. Cramped with the confined space 0, . L. 

Noon, moderating, with a clear sky. Obtained sun's meridian alti
tude. 5h. 30m. thermometer - 4 0. 

Prayers and breakfast. 
EIGHTEENTH ~lARCH. 

7 P. M. proceeded, "True Blue" in company. ·Walked to the land, 
which was precisely of the same nature as all we had passed along. 
Beyond another indentation of the coast a point bore W. by S.; rounded 
a low spit of shingle extending out fi'om the coast. Ilh. rounded 
another point, low land of limestone shingle. Found better travelling; 
ice apparently grounded in these indentations, being what is termed 
haycock ice, or rounded projections of fresh water ice. 

Saturday, 10th 1I1ay.-Wind S. W.; cloudy; thermometer·- 5 0. Ih. 
proceeded; crossed another small bay; reached its western point at 3 A.M., 

rounded low shingle limestone. After crossing another small bay, over 
grounded ice and hummocky, with snow very deep in places (dragging 
is heavy work), clapped on with track bclt occasionally, and encamped 
at 5h. near some very massive hummocks, near a conical point; the only 
one lately seen with any distinguishing feature. Ice to seaward appeared 
to be of old formation and immoveably fixed along coast. No indications 
of current. Finding this an eligible position and easy to be recognized, 
determined upon making up five days provisions from each sledge, instead 
of going forward for 10 days, thus relieving the men earlier of some 
weight, they being much fatigued. Thermometer -7°. 

NINETEENTH MARCH. 

5h. 30m. P.M. breakfast and prayers. Deposited five days provisions 
for each sledge on a cone of. ground at the point. Erecte~ a cairn, left 
a record, and suspended a pmI' of cloth cork sole boots (WhICh had done 
good service) to the staff. 

Proceeded at 7h. 45m.; thick weather with snow; wind S. W. Found 
the coast trending more southerly. Slight indentations; low spits of 
shingle projecting out; apparently very shoal along the coast. 

lOh. rounded another point. 
Midnight, halted to lunch; cloudy weather; wind S. W.; thermo

meter + 15°. 

Sltnday,. 11th May.-l h. UI. proceeded; thick weather; 2 h. rounded 
another pomt, and struck across a bay, on a S.S.W. course travelling over 
grounded ice in shallow water. ' 

Found the coast trending more southerly, consisting of limestone 
shingle, with low spit running out and forming slight indentations along 
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the land. A most monotonous and dreary coast. A dark coloured fox 
approached us; we saw many traces of these animals, but this was the 
only one actually seen. 4 h. 15 m. encamped, S.W. of a point half a mile 
distant. Thick weather. Wind S.W. Therm. +5° 

TWENTIETH MARCil. 

5 h. 30 m. P.M. Therm. + 13°, Breakfast and prayers; proceeded at 
6 h. 30 m. Lirrht wind from N.E. 7 h. P.~I. passed another low point of 
shingle limesto~e coast bearing in a continuous direction to the S. S. W. ; 
travelling over level icc with deep hard snow on the surface, apparently 
fixed land ice. 

Midnight, halted for luncheon. Compass very sensitive, from the position 
of the sun through the clouds, indicates being ncar the magnetic meridian . 

. 1l1onda.lJ, 12th May.-l h. A.M. proceeded, travelling over tolerably level 
ice parallel with coast line, one mile distant. S.S.W. course. Sky cleared, 
sun shone out. 1. h. A.M. came to more uneven ice with deep furrows 
of hard snow. 4 h. 15 m. encamped, a point bearing S.S. W. 3 miles. Wind 
;'vesterly; thenn. + 4°; obtained sights. Noon, thick weather; 4 h. P.M. 

strong wind from westward. 5 h. 45.m. breakfast ,mll prayers. 

TWENTY-FIRST ~LHtClI. 

7h. proceeded on a S.S. W. course for the extreme of land. t' h. 
walked to the coast; landed on some gravel shoals, forced up above surh'1Ce 
ice. No appearance of tide or current along the coast, icc being fixed 
and motionless; found some shells on surfacc of icc. Cloudless sky; 'Try 
cold westerly wind, fine icy particles falling; a bright parhelion; tra
velling over groullued ice parallel to coast, S.S.W. course. 11 h. ~1!) m. 
halted for luncheon; obtained meridian altitude of by icc horizon, which 
gave lat. 73° 29' N., and be:lring of 0 showed lii v easterly variation. 

Tuesda.lJ, 13th Ma./f.-12 h. 30 m. A.\I. proceeded, travelling over deep fur
rowed hard snow. Wind fi'eshening from westward, very cold; thermo _7°. 
2 h. reached a rounded low point with grounded hummocks, extending 
off from it. Walking round the coast, we found we had reached a cape, 
the land trended away to S.S.E.; discovered high land in that direction; 
some low islands off the coast within two or three miles of us; grounded 
ice and hUlllmocks in shallow water extenuing to the westward, but no 
land in that direction. Wind increasing, with snow. Made for the low 
island bearing south from us; heavy drag through deep snow. -! h. 
encamped; blowing very hard with snow. Two ptarmigan came ncar the 
sledge. Very cold, thermo _5° 

Hours travelled - 9t 
Encamped, rest - 14 
Halt, luncheon - . I 
Distance accomplished - 10' 
Wind - S.W. 
\Veather ... o. m. s. 
Temp. . _70 to 5° 

Hours travelled .. 9 
Encamped, Tl'-;t .. .. 1·1 
Halt. luncillwn .. I 
Distance accomplished .. HY 
'Vind .. weslY 
,V cather .. q. 
Temp. .. .. -3() 

Both Lieutenant Osborn and myself hail been indulging in the hope Hom, travelled R* 

of finding the coast take a more westerly direction towards Banks' Land; Encamped, fe" 14 

it was a great disappointment on findim!' it now take an easterly turn. Ha\t, luncheon It 
'-' Distance accomplished 9' 

Determined upon making for the high lands to gain a view; and in case Wind - west'. 

of no land bcinO' visible to the westward one of us must strike at a ~Weather 
,0 .' remp. 

westerly course III search of It. 

TWENTY-SECOND MARCH. 

Blew hard all day; 6 h. P.M. more moderate. After prayers anci break
fast, proceeded at 6 h. 30 m.; cleared the island, and made for the high 
promontory bearing S.S.E. 10 miles distant; walked across the islalllL 
As far as :he eye conld reach ice was level, and no appearance of tide or 
cnrrent; It looked as tranquil and firm as if it was never in motion, the 
furrows of snow running north and south. Set off with Lieutenant {}sborn 
for the high hill, but finding it to be fluther than it looked, returncd to 
sledges. 

Midnight, halted for luncheon. Therm. -5°; very cold. Appearance 
ofland to the S.S.W_ 

~ m.s. 
__ 7° 

fiVednesday, 14th May.-l h. A.M. accompanied by Lieutenant Osborn, 
I proc~eded to the land; after a gradual ascent for a mile, reached a 
sU?CeSSlOn of undu.lations in the ground, to the foot of the mount; then 
gamed the top of It, elevated about 500 feet from the level of the sea, 
which commanded an extensive view, favoured by clear weather; discovered Land discovered to lVe,tward. 

land S.W. by S. (the nearest part) upwards of20 miles distant; the extremes 
2. F 
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from south to S.W. ~ W.; the coast line ran ~.E. by S. with many: bays and 
indentations, low points and shoals extendmg from them. ~Ist~nt low 
land was visible to the southward, but I could not connect It With the 
west land, consequently unable to determine whether this vast opening 
was a channel or gulf. . ' 

The mount on which we stood was the highest elevatIOn on the coast, 
and which was a series of undulating hills, bccoming lower towards 
the south; the most exposed part of this height was clear of ~now, 
smoothed apparently by the action of the atmosp~ere; not a vestI&,e ~f 
anything moving was to be seen, the cry of ptarmIgan was the onlJ:" mdI
cation of life in this scene of desolation. The ice was one vast field, without 
a hummock to break its monotony; along the coast it looked as tranquil 
as if permanently fixed, nor could I perceive any marks of rise or fall. 
The wind blew intensely cold. The pain of holding the <;ompass is very 
great; having obtained bearings, we descended. The prints offeet resem
bling that of a good-sized ox" was seen in several places, the impression 
of last season. Hard, deep snow covered the land, the walking was 
laborious. The level of a terraced piece of land was bared; it consisted of 
smooth limestone gravel, with portions of granite and gneiss. We also passed 
several detached masses of granite. Saxifrage and moss were seen pro
truding through the snow, but the whole country still bore the cold garb 
of winter. 

Returned to our tents by 5h. 30m.; the sledges were dragged close to the 
point during our absence. ;\Iuch Dltigued by walk, which could not be 
less than 10 miles. Wind K.W.; hazy; thermometer + 3°. 

Noon, obtained a good meridian altitude; calm and clear. From 
what had now been discovered, I determined to go to the land seen to the 
westward, and take up the examination of the coast to the southward, 
leaving Lieutenant Osborn to prosecute his search to the westward. We 
had made four days march fi'om last depot; so allowing three days to 
reach the opposite land, it was incumbent to make another depot here, 
especially as this mount could easily be recognized at a long distance. 
5h. 30m. prayers and breakfast. Employed all hands of both sledges to make 
the depot on a terrace near the beach; found the ground too hard to dig 
deeper than one foot; there was a considerable quantity of alluvial soil on 
clearing the surface. Deposited five days provisions for each sledge, 

Third depot buried, securing it well with all the large stones we could collect; built a O"ood 
Lat. - 73° 2~':-I. cairn, placed a record on it, and erected a staff over it. b 
Long. - 101 0 J 5' ,,'. 
Walked _ 10' ~S we had found our guns so useless along this desolate coast, and being 
Hours travelled 8 anXIOUS to prosecute the search as far as our resources and the nature of' 
EncampclI for rest - 14 tl ld' I I f' h h" Halt for luncheon I 1e coast wou permit, e t t e s lp s gun here, with all other weights 
~iis~~nce accomplished _ N \v Ihcould possibly dispepse with for pushing forward with despatch. All 
Weather _ c: . t ese arrangements bemg completed, 
Temp. - - +3

0 
TWENTY-THIRD lVIARCH. 

Set out from third depot. Started at 8p.:\!., "True Blue" in company, for the opposite bearing 
S. 35° "'. (true). Reduction of weights was a great I:elief to the men· the 
weather fine 5 all in good spirits and condition for work; travelling, 
favo~rable; Ice, level; surface, har~ snow, deeply furrowed, in ridges 
runnmg north and south, nearly all nght angles with our course. 

Towards midnight, land much refracted. Full moon at a low altitude 
to southward. Midnight, halted for lunch; calm, clear, cold. Ther
mometer - .5 0. 

Hours travelled - 8 Thw'sday, 15th .LVlay.-A.M. Anything below zero was always most 
~:~;r;:,~el~!~~;~~t - Ii painfully cold; at luncheon, therefore, everyone al \Va V8 <rIad to be on the 
Distance accomplished 11', ove again. Ih. proceeded, making good progres;· ~ature of ice as 
~~:~her ,. ~ .. E. before. .5h. encamped, having made good 11 miles. ' 
Temp. - _5° TWENTY-FOURTH MARCH. 

P.M.-P~·ayers and brea~fast b~ 6~ At 6h. 40m. procee~ed again for the 
nearest pomt ofland" bearmg S. 31 W. (true). Very fall' travelling· ice 
uniforf!! level,. without an inequality;. hard snow was deeply furro~ed,. 
rendermg footmg rather unsteady. ,Fme clear weather, cold wind from 

. '". Experienced travellers state that the prints of the musk ox and reindeer's foot are very 
Ilmliar. 
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S.E. Four ptarmigan passed near us. Midnight, halted for lunch; light 
wind from S.E. Thermometer - 6°. 

Sun's azimuth by compass, 172° E. variation. 
Friday 16th May.-A.M. l¥h. 45m. proceeded; thermome~er -:- 5°. 
A pproaching the lan~, whlc.h appears to be of a more diverSified c~a- Hours travelled 9 

raeter, making for a bight With two remarkable peaks (or paps); wmd ~:f:';;,~el~!~~;:~ - I~ 
freshened from S. S.E., bringing a thick mist. 5h. encamped; land Di;,tance accomplished - 12' 

apparently 5 or 6 miles distant; blowing strong, with hazy weather, and ~~:~her - s~~: 
very cold. At 7h. thermometer + 6°. Made two very good marches Temp.. - _5° to +60 

across. 
TWENTY-FIFTH MARCH. 

P.M. 5h. 30m. prayers and breakfast; strong southerly wind. Ther
mometer + 6°. fih. 30. proceeded towards the land for two peaks rising 
in the background from the centre of a bay; passed some grounded hum
mocks, getting shallow as we neared the land. Sh. reached some low 
gravel banks or islet~ lying two miles off the approach to bay, the northern 
side of which is formed by a prominent terraced cape. 9h. 30m. ordered 
tents to be pitched, and, accompanied by Lieutenant Osborn, went to the 
cape to survey the coast, and determine on future operations. Landed at 
lOh. on a bold point, elevated 100 feet, on which was a flat terrace of fine 
gravel free of snow; from this the coast wa~ seen trending along ,V. by N. 
very low; to the sonthward a rounded promontory excluded the view 
beyond the distance of four miles; the point on which we stood formed 
the north side of a bay, two miles wide open to the N.W., the approach to 
it was surrounded by gravel islets and banks with grounded hummocks, 
apparently inaccessible for a ship. As far as I could see, it WltS shallow 
water along the coast. Determined on proceeding to the southward and 
leave Lieutcnant Osborn to proceed with his search to the westward. 
There was no tide mark round the bay, thc icc and land conneeted by a 
hard coating of snow. The land at the back of bay was broken into hills, 
receding some distance into interior, distinguished by three remarkable 
peaks; was of a more diversified character than any part of the coast yet 
seen, composed of same material, limestone prevailing. Saw a beautiful 
covey of nine white grouse; the first appearance of snow dissolving was 
on this terrace. 

Returned to tents at Ilh.; ordered hlllcheon; prepared for ~eparation 
from Lieutenant Osborn. On overhauling the provisions, found that each 
party had the same quantity remaining; agreed that we could prosecute 
the search until midnight of 22d, at which time we were to retrace unless 
there should be some ol{ieet for incurring the risk of prolonged search on 
reduced allowance. 

Midnight, showed colours, took possession of newly-discovered land in 
the name of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, with three cheers. 

Saturday, 17th May.-A.M. Took leave of Lieutenant Osborn and his 
crew; parted company, when he proceeded along coast to westward. 
12h. 30m. proceeded; passed the low point S.E. side of Separation Bay; 
several shingle banks and grounded hummocks along' the coast; calm; 
thermometer + 3°; steered S.E. h. S.; at 4h. crossed a low shingle spit, 
land dipping low. 4h. 50m. encamped; calm, clear weather; thermo
meter + 6°; sun's rays powerful. Whilst in tent, heard ice crack several 
times; obtained sights. 

TWENTY-SIXTH MARCH. 

P.M. 5h. 30m.-Prayers, and breakfast; thermometer + 25° ; calm; thick 
falling snow. 

Crossing the entrance of a gulf. 

Reach western extreme. 
I.and to examine coa~t. 

Lat. - 73° 06' N 
Long. . 101° 55' W. 

Took pos~cs'iion of newly dis. 
covered land. 

Part company with Lieut. 
Osborn. 

Hours travelled -
Encamped for rest -!-t-
Halt for luncheon 1 
Distance accomplished - 9' 
Wind . . Calm. 
\Veather h.c. 
Temp. _ + gO to 250 

La'. - 73° 01' N. 
Long. • 101° 43' W. 
Var. _ 168° 00' E. 

7h. proceeded; unable to see any distance from falling snow; shaped Proceed with the examinations 
course by occasional glimpses of low coast and the furrows of snow running of shores on west coast of gulf. 
parallel to coast, trending S.S.E. William Dore taken very ill, severe 
pain in he.ad and limbs; heavy falling snow, particles of stellar shape; 
bad travellmg; snow deep; bad light; falling about on the uneven sur-
face.. 1.lh. passed a low spit of shingle. 

Mldmght, calm; heavy fall of snow; thermometer + 15° mild to 
feelings; Kilby's boots wet through. 

2. F 2 
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Sunday, 18th Ma.y.-William Dore unable
o 
to move; remained encamp~d. 

Detained by the sickness of one 6 A.M. snow cleared off; thermometer + 19. After supper, read mormng 
man 5 hours. service. 

6' P.M. 2h. turned out to look round; found a very low coast almost con-
Distance accomplisaed - h d ( t . h Hours travelled _ 5 cealed by snow. Along shingle bank to t e eastwar sun came au WIt 
Encamped for rest - 13 power, thermometer + 26°), apparently very shallow; no tide mark or 
Halt for luncheon 1 fi l' 
Wind : South. pressure of ice; coast so low that it was difficult to de ne coast me. 
Weather - o.s. 5h washed Temp. + 15°' . 

TWENTY-SEVENTH MARCH. 
5h. 30m. P.M. breakfasted, and prayers; obscure and ~loudy weather; 

light westerly wind. 7h. packed and proceeded; from seemg a few stones 
Halted to examine the coast, above the surface of the snow, found we were actually on the land, and 
and allow sick man to recovel'. that the coast now took a sudden turn to the eastward; this led me to 

suppose that we had now reached the bottom of a gulf. "Dore" being 
Sendoutwalkingparties,which nnable t~ work, ~nd still ~u~ering from pain, I again encamped,. and sent 
travel 20 miles. out walkmg partIes to examme the land and coast. Set ont WIth Brooke 

for a hill to the westward for the purpose of obtaining a commanding view, 
but after two hours walking over a plain, through deep snow, found it was 
still too long a distance to reach; could see nothing but an extensive dreary 
plain covered with snow; a few patches of moss and a boulder of granite 
were occasionally visible. Returned to the tent at midnight, fatigued; 
the other parties found the same plain in all directions, and reported the 
coast to be continnous to the eastward; they met with some patches of 
moss and the dung of deer. 

Midnight, thick weather with falling snow, blowing strong from the 
westward. Thermometer + 19°. 

Hourstravelled -} ~Monday, 19th Ma.1f.-Blowing hard, very cold wind from N.W. Enjoyed 
Encamped forrest the luxury of a drink of tea with Moore's milk· nothinO' more refi'eshing Halt, luncheon - encamp. .. . 'b , 
Disl.accomplished under such circumstances. Bagged. DId not move on account of Dore s 
~~:~her - : ":~~: sufferings. 3 A.M. thermometer + 12° in tent. 9h. obtained sights; cold 
Temp. - + 6° 10 16° wind, most painful to hands and eyes. Noon, fresh gales. 
Detained by a gale. 
Lat. _ 72° 57' N. 
Long. - 1010 36'W. TWENTY-EIGHTH MARCH. 

6 P.M. Prayers and breakfast. Wind N.W., moderate clear weather; 
erected a cairn, deposited a record and a coin. 8h. proceeded along coast 
E. by N.; after making 3 miles found ourselves on a low spit. Coast 
trended again to south land, nothing but a flat plain, a few feet above 
level of sea; struck across a bay for a point bearing S. 60° E. (true); good 
travelling, snow hard. 

Midnight, distant land looming around the horizon, except at E.S.E. 
and E.N.E. Clear weather; light wind from N.W. 

Tuesda.1f, 20th 11 {ay.-A.M. 12h. 15m. halted for lunch. Thermometer--4°, 
wind N.W., fine weather. ] h. proceeded; good travelling; on the surface 
patches of freshwater ice; .5h.20m. encamped. Point bearing S.30° E. (true.) 

Hours travelled 8t All the men complain of weakness and pains in shoulders. Sky became 
Encamped for rest - 14 suddenly overcast·, wind increased" ver.v cold, +6°. Halt for luncheon 1 .J 

Distance accomplished - Il' p.M.-Fresh gale with snow drift. 6h. breakfast and prayers. 7h. same 
Wind - N. W. h h h I b h Weather - s.m. we at er; t ermometer + 10. p.M.9. ga e a ated. 9. 30m. proceeded, 
Temp. - - 40 t06° steering for a point S.E. by E.; coast low. 

Therm. 

TWENTY-NINTH MARCH. 
Wednesday, 21st May.-A.M. 12h. 20m. halted for lunch. Wind N.W.; 

_ _10 thermometer _1°. Ih. proceeded. 3h. reaching the point found the coast 
sw~eping round ~o the east~ard. Land so lo~ as ~o be scarcely distin
gUIshable from Ice on whICh we were travelhng; Ice of old format.ion 
and apparently grounded in shoal water; shingle banks above surface of 
ice, visible to the northward of us. 

5h. 40m. encamped. :Fresh breeze from westward, cold hazy weather' 
thermometer + so. 8h. supped. Wind freshening, drift rising. Noon' 
fresh gale; squally with snow drift. Continued to blow throughout 
the day. 6h. prayers and breakfast; unable to move. Midnight strong 
gales, thick drift. Wind N.W.; thermometer + 2°. ' 

ThuTsday" 22d M~y.-Camped, a~d con~ned in o~r blanket bags; 
gale blew WIth great VIOlence. All bemg particularly miserable, issued an 
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extra allowance of grog at luncheon. Narrow limits of tent became more Detained by a gale of wind. 
confined by the accumulation of drift outside; limbs became very painful ~~d' -_ : ;.r.~~"+ llO 

from the cramped position in which we are stowed; tried to kill time by 
an odd number or two of Chambers's Journal and smoking. 

Midnight.-Gale continued, and snow drift thick as ever. 
N.N.W. Thermometer +3°. 

Wind 

Wednesda,lj, 23d ilfa.1J.-Weather the same; all 
wearied with our imprisonment. Wind penetrating 
cold. 

of us cramped and 
the tent, and very 

4 P.M. gale moderated. Thermometer + 15°. 6h. breakfast and prayers. Detained by a gale of wind. 
Therm.-· - +20to+110 

Deep embankment of snow all round the tent; cleared sledge of snow. Wind _ N.N.W. 
Being anxious to ob~ain so~e idea of our position, &c., I de~patched ~wo t~~~. _ _ I~~~!~:'~: 

men to the land to bUlld a caIrn and depOSit a record; thc distance bemg Send parties to examine coast 
greater than it appeared to me they did not return till lOh. 30m. They .nd build a cairn. 

• '. . Hours travelled 8 
could see nothmg but the same level plam, coast very low, aboundmg Encamped for rest - 14 
with banks and spits of shinO'le. I1h. lunched. H~lt forluneheon. " 

b Distance accomplished - 1 '.:" 

THIRTIETH MARCH. ~;'~~~her - W~:: 
llh. 30m. P.M. proceeded; wind N.'''., blowing fresh and cold; ther- Temp. - 10to 40° 

mometer + 3 0; steering due east, parallel to coast. 
Saturday, 24th llIa!J.-A.~[. Strong cold wind from N.W.; snow drift 

along surface of ice; air filled with minute icy particles. Thermometer 
zero. Halo round the sun, and an ordinary parhelion. OhselTed land 
from N.E. to S.E., apparently distant. At 2h. 30m. I was enabled to 
determine the connexion of the low plain to the south and west of me with 
the eastern land, and thus it appeared we had reached the bottom of a deep Reach the bottom of a gulf. 
gulf; the ice we were travelling over was of old formation; and from the 
low nature of the coast, together with shingle banks and shoals to the 
northward of us, have every reason to believe it was aground; the surface 
was covered with inequalities of fresh water ice. 2h.30m. Shaped a course 
N.E. for a point, travelling over deep-furrowed snow at right angles to 
course. Very keen cutting wind, men's fhces suffering. 

5h. encamped under the lee of a ridge of snow accumulated at the 
extremity of a shingle spit half a mile from the beach. Walked to the 
land, ascended its summit, from whence I obtained a most satisfactory 
view of the bottom of this gulf, and now ascertained that I was on its 
eastern shores; the land was of a more elevated character, diversified with Men walked 8 miles. 
vallies and ravines; the coast is indented with numerous small bays. To Hums travelled - 5t 
the south and west one vast plain. Extended to the line of the bottom of Encamped for rest 14 

• I-lalt for luncheon • l-! 
the gulf was a senes of banks and shoals. Whilst obtaining sights, a Distance accomplished - 8' 
brace of ptarmigan alighted beside me. 7h. P.M. supper. In commemora- ~~~~~her ~ ~~.~: 
tion of Her Majesty's birthday an extra allowance of grog was issued, Temp. - +40 
colours and royal standard flying. Lat. 72° 49' N. 

P.M. Hazy; calm; thermo + 30°. ~~~.g.. i~~~ ~b'~: 
THIRTY-FIRST MARCH. 

5h.30m. P.M. prayers; breakfast. Went on shore with a party to bnild a 

cairn, and deposit an official record, with a coin; the weather being dear 
confirmed all I had seen on the previous morning. The land consisted of 
limestone abounding in fossils, but still thickly coated with snow, as in its 
winter month. Having thus perfectly satisfied my mind that we had 
tho:oughly searched the bottom of this gulf, my only course was to return 
by ItS eastern shores. 8h. proceeding along the land, leaving the sledge 
to ~ut off the indentations of the coast. The dog dropped a bag of stores 
off ItS sledge; on retracing its tract, discovered an old cairn of stones, 
which, on examination, proved to be an old native cache of provisions; 
when the stones were removed, the bones of seals and birds were found 
~uried; this delayed us two hours, having to bring the pickaxe and 
Implements from the sledge. 

Sunda,y, 25th ilfay.-12h. 30m. A.M. returned to tent. Thermometer 
zero; clear weather; light air, northerly. Ih. 15m. proceeded. 2h. 
passed a point with a spit; observed shoals to the westward. 4h. passed 
another point. 5h. encamped; wind N.N.W.; clear weather; ther
mometer +6°. Noon, cloudy; wind, north; thermometer + 16°. 

2. F 3 

Return by eastern shore of gulf. 

Hours travelled 8 
Encamped lor re"t - 12 
Halt for luncheon 1 
Distance accomplished - 9' 
Wind - N.W 
Weather - b. 
Temp. - + 10 to 16°. 
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THIRTY-SECOND MARCH. 

6h P.M. breakfast and prayers; read morning service. 7h. proceeded, 
crossing a bay to a point bearing N. by W .. 9h. pll:ssed some sh~als, and 
a bed of limestone rocks; thick weather wIth fallmg snow set m; land 
bolder; two remarkable peaks in the middle of the bay.. 11h. 30m. 
reached a point of low shingle;· enca~ped for lunch;. thIck weather; 
thermo + 16°. Enjoyed lunch without bemg benumbed wIth cold. 

Monday, 26th May.-A.M. 12h. 30m. proceeded for another point ~.W., 
Hours travelled wind blowinO' from northward with snow in our faces; the late nse of 
Encamped for rest ... 13 b d' . h d f' t 4h d Halt fur luncheon I temperature was accompanie WIt a egree .0 mOlS ure. .. passe 
Distance accomplished - II' another point. 4h. 15m. encamped; very thIck weather, blowmg hard Wind - N. 
Weather - q.m. from northward, with drift. 
Temp. _ • 16° to 25° 

Detained by a heavy gale. 

Hours travelled 
Encamped for rest ... 13 
Halt for luncheon 1 
Distance accomplished - 12' 
Winn N.W. 
Weather 
Temp. 

f.m. 
_ +220 

Return to third depot; met 
Lieut. Osborn. 

Hours travelled .. st 
Encamped for rest - 12 
Halt for luncheon 
Distance accomplished - 9' 
Wind - N.W. 
Weather 
Temp. 

- m.e.s. 
- E ... , 

Lat. - 7So 23' N. 
Long. - 101020'W. 
Var. - - 166° 00' E. 
By noon azimuth, 1630 E. 

Noon, fi'esh gales, squally, with 
6h. same weather; prayers; breakfast. 
to remain in tent. 

thick drift; thermometer +25°. 
Boisterous weather compelled us 

Midnight, strong gale from the northward; heavy drift; thick, dark 
weather; thermometer + 20°. 

Tuesday, 27th May.-Gale continued; very hell:vy squalls; the snow
drift thicker than any I have ever seen before; wmd N.N.W. 6h. had 
tea for supper, instead of pemmican, a food requiring powerful exercise to 
appreciate its merits. 

Noon, weather the same; thermometer + 28°. Great accumulation of 
snow round the tent; cramped and wearied by the confinement. 4h. mo
derating. 6h. breakfast and prayers; cleared and restowed sledge. 

THIRTY-THIRD MARCH. 

7h. proceeded, crossing a deep bay, extreme point bearing N.W., 
leaving the sledge to make a direct course. I skirted the shores to 
examine the coast. Land riow varied with hills. First really mild day. 
Thermometer + 20° ; travelling favourable. Reached the tent at midnight, 
which had encamped near the shore. The first gull seen for the last eight 
months hovered over me. 

Wednesday, 28th 11l(f!J.-A.M. 12h. 30m. proceeded; a thick mist set in. 
Passed over a very low point covered with snow; observed a spit extending 
off the land. V cry old fixed ice grounded along the shore; dragging 
became heavy. 'Vinged a ptarmigan, but it ran so fast could not over
take it. Traces of hares very numerous. 4h. 30m. encamped; too thick 
to see £'lr; supposed to be within ten miles of depot. The whole party 
excessively tired. Foggy weather and chilly; wind N.W.; thermometer 
+22°. 

THIRTY-FOURTH MARCH. 

P.M. 5h. breakfast; prayers. 5h. 30m. proceeded along the coast, 
travelling over old fixed ice. Thick hazy weather; wind N.W. Ther
mometer + :20

0

• lOh. rounded the point running out from the base of 
Mount Prospect. Shoals extending a long way off the land. llh. rounded 
Terrace Point; sighted depot; found Lieutenant Osborn's party encamped 
there. Exchanged colours. 11h. 30m. encamped alongside " True 
Blue," off depot. Lieutenant Osborn's party all well, but like our
selves unst;tccessful ; met with an equally uninteresting coast, and detained 
by gales, lIke ourselves; they had proceeded along the coast until it took 
a south-easterly direction. Midnight, thick weather, falling snow. 

Thursday, 29th May.-1 A.M. luncheon; bagged; two men went out 
to shoot. 6h. supper, then dug out the depot; found it quite secure' 
part of gun cover eaten by foxes. The interest of the journey was now at 
an . end; success was not our reward. We have accomplished a most 
satIsfactory search, and completed the examination of all the coast within 
my reach, without meeting a vestis-e of any European having ever set foot 
on th~s~ shores; and at the same tIme T am thoroughly convinced that the 
expedItIon never approached these shores; t~lCre is not ~ spot to shelter a 
shIp; ~n.d from the shoal.s along the. coast, WIth the old Ice adhering to the 
land, It IS a sea seldom, If ever, naVIgable for ships. 
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Noon, overcast; wind northerly; thermometer + 28°. P.M •• 5h. 30m. 
breakfast and prayers. Took the crew .to a conspicuous elevation and 
built a substantial cairn, surmounted wIth a potato case; placed in it 
the official record and a coin. Falling snow, fresh breeze. We had 
now to return over former steps; it is therefore my chief object to bring Halted 6 hours to refresh crew. 
my party back in good condition. 

THIRTY-FIFTH MARCH. 

8h. 30m. P.M. proceeded. Turned our backs on this miserable gulf, 
probably the first and last Europeans ever destined to sight its dreary 
shores. Passed a fresh seal hole. Sounded in 6~ fathoms, one mile from 
beach. Midnight, halted for lunch off a low point. Ice pressed up and 
grounded for some distance. 

Frida!!, 30th l11(/.y.-A.~I. 12h. 30m. proceeded. Thermometer + 21 0; 
sky clearing. 3h. passed between the group of islands off the" Land's 
End" and former encampment. .5h. encamped on point (Land's End). 
Calm and fine; thermometer + lRo. 

THIRTY-SIXTH MARCH. 
P.'I 6h. prayers and breakfast; washed. 7h.30m. proceeded. Masses 

of pressed-up ice off the point; wind aft; made sail; course along the coast 
N.N.E. (true). Ice greatly improved for travelling, depth of snow de
creased. Sledges came on rapidly, at about two miles per hour. Passed 
some gravel banks to the westward of llS, and a low spit running out from 
coast. 

Midnight, halted for lunch; light wind £i'om S.W.; therm.+26°. 
Saturda!!, 31st J111/,1/.-A.'.1. Ih. proceeded. Ridges of snow ;-C'r'y ~lippeI-y; 

continually falling. Sky obscure; atmosphere filled with evaporation now 
in progress from surface of snow. 

4h. 1.5m. encamped olle mile short of a point bearing N.E. by N. 
Noon, calm; heat, in tent, quite oppressive; thermometer + -18°. 5h. 30m. 
prayers; breakfast. 

THIRTY-SEVENTH MARCH. 
7h. P.:I!. proceeded, steering N.N.E. 9h. rounded a point, with a con

siderable quantity of pressed-up ice. Made for another low point of same 
bearing; hummocks all along the coast some distance out. Ilh. :30m. 
halted for lunch; still weather; obscure sky; atmosphere charged with 
evaporation. Thermometer 23°. 

Return. 

Hours travelled 7 t 
Encamped for rest 14 
Halt for luncheon t 
Distance accomplished.. 10' 
Wind _ N.W 
\Veather - s.m.b. 
Temp. _ 180 

Lat. - 7So SO' N. 
Long. _ 101 0 3!1 W. 

Hours travelled 8 
Encamped for rest .. 12 
Halt for luncheon I 
Di:.,tallcl:' accomplished - IS' 
""llld S. \V. 
'Veather 
Temp. 

o.m. 

Snnda.y, 1st .11l1<C.-12h. 30m. A.:lI. proceedcd. 2ll. 30m. passed a low 
spit extending out from the coast with grounded icc and hummocks pressed 
up for some distance. 3h. rounded point, and came in sight of Boat Depot, Return to 2d depot. 
point N. 30° E. one mile; crossed a small bay, with smooth ice in ~hore. Lat. - 73° 53' N. 

4h. encamped on " Boat Depot point," on gravel; depot safe; ground ~::,~,g. - 1~1;8~t~; 
clearing of snow: gra~s and moss appearing, and a quantity of deer dung Hours travelled 8 

seen; tirst indications of spring. Found a small pool of \rater. Thermo- ~1~~~'Po~e~~o:h:~~ Ii 
meter 28°. 6h. sky cleared. Noon, calm; interior of tent warm. 6h. break- Di,tance accomplished- 12' 

fast; read morning service; allowed men time to wash. 8h. thermo- ~~~I:~hcr - c:.~~: 
meter + 13°. 9h. dug out the dep{)t; packed the sledges; built a calm, Temp. ISO 

and deposited a record and coin. lIh. lunched. 

THIRTY-EIGHTH MARCH. 
11 h. 30m. packed, and proceeded along the coast now trending N .. 50 0 E. 

Sky became obscure. Thermometer rose to 23°. 

Monday, 2d June.-lh. crossed a point, bearing of next point N. 50° E. 
Ice hummocky; shoal along the coast; observed two gravel banks east
w~rd of a ~oint. 5h. e~calllped amongst hummoc~s and pressed-up ice 
oft a low SpIt. Calm, mIsty; atmosphere charged With evaporation. Sh. 
thermometer 43°. Noon, weather the same; thermometer 38~. 6h.30m. 
prayers; breakfast. 

THIltTY-NINTH MARCH. 
P.M. 7h. 40m. proceeded. 8h. 30m. passed a low spit, and made direct 

across a bay, where previously detained by stress of weather, and where 
2. F 4 

Halted 5 hours for crew to 
refresh. 

Hours travelled 5t 
Encamped tor rest 12 
Halt tur luncheon 
Distance accomplished - 8' 
Wind - Calm 
'V~ather 
Temp ... 

.. m.s, 
• 23° to 48° 
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the magnetic meridian intersects. Thick falling snow during the march; 
old rough ice; dragging heavy. . . 

Midnight, crossing a range of large hummocks surroundmg a pomt. 
Hours travelled 8t Tuesday, 3d .June.-12h. 15m. A.M. encamped on a point for lunch. 
Encamped for rest - 12 Wind south. Thermometer 27°. Ih. 30m. proceeded. Crossed a small 
Halt for luncheon 1 C d' tward Saw a 
Distance accomplished _ 13' bay to another with bolder point. oast tren mg more eas . 
Wind - South fox and a seal hole. 5h. encamped on the beach. Fresh breeze southward 
~~~~~er : ~~~ with snow. Thermometer 27°. Noon, weather the same. 6h. clear blue 
Lat. _ 74° 01' N. sky. 
Long. - 100° 07' W. 
Var. 166° 00' W. FORTIETH MARCH. 

Hours tra\'clled 8! 
Encamped for t'est - 12 
Halt for hUlcheon 1 
Distance accomplished - 11' 
\Vind - South. 
Weather - C. 
Temp. - 19° to 23° 

Ret u rn to hit depot. 

Lieut. 1\lecham arrives from 
ships. 

First depot. 0 r ~I 
Lat.ous. - 73 J,} N. 
LOtiO', chro. - 99° ~I/ \V. 
Var.o _ - 160° 00' W. 
Hours travelled 3 
Encamped for rest - 12 
Halt for luncheon 1 
Distance accomplished - 51 
Wind - S.E. 
Weather ... m.q.s. 
Temp.- - 23° to 30° 
Detained 6 hours taking ob
servations, digging out depot, 
&c. 

P.M. 6h. 30m. prayers; breakfast. 7h. 30m. proceeded along the beach. 
Cold wind from southward. Thermometer 19°. Travelling through deep 
snow alonD" shore, a line of hummocks pressed up along the coast. Ice to 
seaward n~ore uniform. 8h. 30m. came to cairn, where dip instrument had 
been deposited, and where Lieutenant Mecham had parted with us on our 
outward voyage. . ' 

Walked along the land; shot a ptarmigan; dIscovered a smal.l Island 
N.N.W., distant about 15 miles; land herc more deeply covered WIth snow 
than when we passed it before; heavy drag through deep snow. 

Coast trending S. 70° E. ; sighted first depot point, and the land beyond 
extending towards Cape Walker. 

Midnight, halted for lunch. Wind S.E. Thermometer 23°. Saw a 
brace of ducks for the first time. 

Wednesday .JIlt June.-lh. 30m. A.M. fine weather; proceeded. Wind 
S.E. 2h. rounded the low cape and opened the inlet; made across the 
bay for depot. Cold wind in faces; good travelling; numerous fox and 
hare tracks seen. 5h. encamped abreast of inlet. Wind fresh from S.E. 
Mist covering the land. 

FORTY-FIRST lVlARCH. 

P.M. 6h. breakfast; prayers. 7h. 30m. proceeded for depot; point 
bearing N.E. by E. Ice much impruved for travelling since last passing the 
place. Fresh cold breeze from S.E., with icy particles. Numerous haloes 
and parhelion round the sun. 

9h. 30m. reached the beach. 
lOh. encamped at depot. 
Midnight, strong breeze from southward; thick weather; f..'111ing snow. 

Thermometer 25°. Lieutenant Osborn reports one man unwell (\Villiam 
Dore, suffering from weak eyes). 

Thursday, 5th Jlllle.-,uI. 5h. a travelling party was seen coming from 
the eastward along the shore; soon afterwards Lieutenant Mecham arrived 
from the ships which he left on the 26th ultimo, under orders from Captain 
Austin, conveying a boat and refreshments for our use, likewise to afford 
any assistance should it be required. Received letters and a budget of 
news, highly interesting after so long a separation. By the kindness 
of our fi'iends enjoyed some delicacies for supper; granted the men an 
extra half allowance of spirits. sh. strong wind, and squally, with drifting 
snow. Thermometer 35°. 

The coast here still retained the appearance of the depth of winter; the 
land being more deeply covered with snow than on our outward journey. 

P.~I. 6h. breakfast and prayers. Thermometer 23°. Calm, moderate, 
and fine. Depot was dug out, and sledges packed. Left a record in the 
old cairn, .which ,ras distinctly seen at a distance; employed in taking 
astronomical and magnetic observations for "dip," until lOh. P.M. 

Campbell killed two ptarmigan. 11h. lunched. 

FORTY-SECOND MARCH. 

Midnight.-Proceeded; "True Blue ,. in company; crews well, and in 
good spirits at the thoughts of returning to the ship. Left Lieutenant 
Mecham to carry out his orders. 

Frida//. ~th June.-A.M: Ha.zy, thick weather, falling snow. Thermo
meter + 23. After coastmg along two small bays to eastward of depot, 
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made across a bay for a point bearing N.E. by E.; 
rouO'h ice; a line of hummocks along the coast. 

travelling over old Hours travelled 6 
Encamped (or rest - 14 

5h. 50m. encamped half a mile west of a point, on hard snow. 
breeze from northward; cloudy weather. Thermometer +30°. 
the day it blew strong from N.E., with snow. 

Halt for luncheon _ 
Fresh Distance accomplished - 8' 

D· Wind - - x. 
urIng 'Veather .. • o.e ... 

Temp. _ 23° to 30" 

FORTY-THTRD MARCH. 

P.M. 6h. breakfast; prayers. Fresh breeze, cloudy; wind E.N.E. 
Thermometer + 35°. 7h.30m. proceeded. Rounded a point; then coast 
trended N. 60° E. (true). 8h. 30m. passed the punt which Lieutenant 
Mecham had deposited, well secured by stones heaped round it. Struck 
off from the coast to obtain better travelling on floe. Here I parted com- Parted company 
pany with Lieutenant Osborn, who was desirous of proceeding direct across tenant Osborn. 
the ice to ships; continued my coursc along the coast for Cape Walker, 
for the purpose of obtaining some observations. Passed some enormous 
masses of ice forced up near the coast. 

Midnight, halted for lunch, near a low point; grounded hummocks 
extending out a considerable distance. 

Saturday, 7th JlIlle.-A.~r. 1 h. proceeded again parallel with coast. 
Saw some ptarmigan; passed a gravel bank. 2 h. a strong breeze sprung 

from Lieu .. 

up from S.W.; made sail, under which the sledges ran as fast as we could Hours travelled - H 
·1 d If f· . h h r Encamped for rest - 12 walk. 4 h. 30 m. aVai e myse 0 a pomt on whlc t ere was a Javourable Halted for luncheon _ I 

spot of dry sandstone gravel, on which I encamped. Freshened up to a ~~~~t~e accomplished ~4~\ •. 
gale, with a heavy fall of snow; many "snow buntings" came near the Weather 
tent. Thermometer 30°. Temp. 

FORTY-FOURTH MARCH. 

p.~r. 6 h. breakfast; prayers. Built a cairn, and deposited a record. 
7 h. 30 m. proceeded along the coast, N.E. by E. Strong breeze S.W. 
Sledge running under sail; land becoming higher as we approach Cape 
Walker. 11 h. opened the N.W. extreme of Cape Walker. Lowther 
Island in sight. "True Blue" to the northward. Midnight, halted off a 
rounded point, N.W. Cape bearing E. by N. 6 miles. Light wind S.W. 
Cloudy. Thermometer 35°. 

Sunday, 8th June.-A.M. 1 h. proceeded for Cape Walker; slipped 
through a crack and got wet; coast lined with heavy hummocks. Passed 
several bear tracks; heavy dragging. ·1 h. struck in for the shore. Land 
in this bay covered with snow. 5 h. 15m. reached a patch of gravel; 

- o.m.s. 
- 30" 

encamped on the N. "T. extreme of Cape \Valker. Men fagged. Made Return to Cape Walker. 
rapid pro!!:ress fi'om last depot, nearly 40 miles in 2,~ marches. Ascended Ilours travelled _ 1~2 ....., _ Encamped f(lr rest 
the height in rear of tent; could see" True Blue" encamped five miles II.lted for luncheon - I 

N.N. W. of us; Young and Lo,vther Islands very distinct; broken ice and ~~~l1ec acc:ompl:shcd ~ ~\, .. 
hummocky along the coast; issued an extra allowance of grog at supper; Weather . . c.m, 

Campbell brought in t,yO ptarnligan. P.M. 6 h. breakfast. Washed. Read Temp. - )~.-) 
Divine service. Squally, with passing showers of snow and hail. Wind 
S.W. Thermometer 37°. 

Obtained a set of observations for magnetic dip. A bear seen. 
Monday, 9th June.-After lunch, walked along the shores of Cape 

Walker, which is a bold range of cliffs, extending from our encampment 
five miles S.S.E. Here summer was appearing; the snow was dissolving 
from off the land by the heat generated by the dark cliffs. The land is 
composed of dark conglomerate; masses are continually breaking away 
from the cliffs, causing deep chasms. Passed the cairn I erected; found 
another document placed there by Mr. Krabbe. The site of our old Homain at Cape W."ker "4 
encampment, where we endured such misery, bore a much more favourable ~~~;:h t~e obtain observations, 
aspec~ now, under the influence of summer sun. Found a record deposited ,. 
by Lieutenant Browne on his return. In rounding the cape, I passed by Lat. 
n.umerous h~aps of ice pressed up 60 feet; shores appear bold; the cliffs L:~.g. 
rISe perpendicular from the beach 600 and 700 feet. Opened out the bay 
t? the southward, and had a good view of the high land on the opposite 

- 710 06' N. 
• 970 38'\V. 
- ISS°(J()lW. 

Side. Could not see Cape Bunney. Killed a ptarmigan and a gull; latter 
breeding in great numbers on the cliffs. Saw very old remains of Esqui- .. 
maux habitation; returned to tent at 6 h. A.M. Dow sllffering from snow Leave Cape Walk.r for Grif. 

2. G fith's Island. 
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had not even the enjoyment of sport,which has under all circumstances
proved a source of amusement to the Arctic travellers. 

Number of days out 43 
Number of days home 17 
Total hours travelled 373 
Estimated distance travelled 480 
Total hours encamped .for rest, including supper'}536~ 

breakfast, and packmg - - -
Total hours detained by weather, sno~ bli~dness~}515 

searching, and other causes 

{
Out 9t7 

Mean rate of travelling, per day H 12 0 

orne 14 
ERASMUS OMMANNEY, Captain. 

REMARKS. 

Provisions.-The allowance of provisions was ample, and of the very 
best quality, which the excellent health we enjoyed without any change of 
diet sufficiently testifies. We had chocolate and tea alternately for break
fast, but on another occasion I should prefer all chocolate, as it makes a 
more substantial breakfast. 

The allowance of pemican could be .reduced to i of a pound per daJ:. 
Warm drinks were found more refreshmg and acceptable; the want of It 
was felt at the end of a day's march: additional fuel could be substituted 
for the reduced weight of pemican, to provide tea at supper. "Moore's" 
preserved milk I would strongly recommend on all excursions of this 
nature; it was enjoyed as a great treat. Bread might be increased to lIb.! 
as i was found ba!ely sufficient.. .. . 

Cooking Utenszls-Were good III prIllcIple, but not made of sufficIently 
strong material; the stew-pan was not big enough to cook the whole 
allowance of pemican. Two cooking apparatuses would be a great advan
tage, as we were obliged to wait until supper was served out before water 
could be made for grog or tea; much time would be saved, and the men 
enabled to retire earlier. 

Clothing.-The men were well clothed in most respects, except the 
boots made of canvass, which shrunk so much that they could not get on 
a sufficient quantity of wrappers; they suffered much in consequence. 
There is nothing like the canvass boot, as it is dried during the time of 
sleep, but for extreme cold weather some description of cloth boot is 
required; and in making canvass boots the canvass should be shrunk before 
making up. A leather mitten is also much wanted, as the cold wind 
penetrates through others. 

The protection of the eyes is of paramount importance; many of our 
men suffered from the glar~. I am of opinion that there is nothing equal 
to glass sbades of ne.n~ral tlllt;. every man should be supplied with a pair 
on any future expedItIOn of tIm nature, the advantage derived would well 
repay the cost. 

Equipment.---:-The tent_ we ha~ was too small, the area of the floor being 
only 8 feet. 10 Illches by I feet, for sey~n perso~s; when detained for any 
le~gth of tIme, from the cramped posItIon of l'ym~, our limbs became very 
pamful. Our floor-cloth was short, and wolf-skill also which would not 
tuck-in round the outside man; the skins were a bad 'material and tore 
easily; the hair constantly came off and got into the food which was ex-
tremely disagreeable. ' 

The sle~ge itself did its work well, ~nd reflects great credit on the con
structor; It returned after a severe t1'lal over 500 miles of continuous bad 
ice, almost as perfect as on departure. Alteration in the curve of the 
runner might be made with advantage. • 

W e c~rried Halkett's gutta percha trough, in~ended for a boat, and casing 
for packmg. the gear. For the former purpose It could not have answered, 
as It rent III many places from the action of frost but found it very 
convenient for the latter purpose. ' 

ERASMUS OMMANNEY, 
Captain. 
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Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," 
between Cape Martyr and Griffith Island, 

Sir, 6th August 1851. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of the report, journal, &c, of 
your proceedings while searching to the southward and westward from 
Cape Walker for the missing expedition under Sir John Franklin, between 
the 15th of April and the 14th of June last. 

I have to express my best thanks for your good arrangement and safe 
conduct of so large a body of men as the southern division across the strait 
to Cape Walker. 

The labour and privations you notice, I am well satisfied, were most 
severe. 

Your report, journal, observations, and data, with chart, I shall have the 
pleasing satisfaction of laying before the. Lord~ Commissione~s of the 
Admiralty, who, I have every reason to believe, will fully apprecmte your 
services under such peculiar and trying circumstances. 

Your account of the conduct of the officers and men who were under 
your command is highly satisfactory; which it has been my pleasing duty 
to communicate to them. 

Captain Erasmus Ommanney, 
Her Majesty's Ship "Assistance." 

(Signed) 
I have, &c. 

HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 
Captain, &c. 

Enclosure 8 of No. 11 of 18.51. 

JOURNAL of Her Majesty's Sledge" SUCCOUR," attached as a limited 
party to Captain Erasmus Ommanney.-South-western division. 

FIRST YIARCH. 

Tuesday, 15th April.- P.M. 6h. 30m. left the ships, and marched 
to the encampment, where the party partook of refreshments, partly pre
pared by the guard in charge of the sledges. The officers and men assem
bled round Captain Austin, who, after addressing a few words to the 
travellers, read a prayer for those about to engage in any great undertaking. 
10h. Captain Austin took leave of the several parties. ,\V c started in 
company with seven sledges, under the command of Capt. Ommanney, to 
the S.S. W., and under the cheers of the western division and remaining 
comrades. Weather verv thick, with snow, and fresh breeze from S.E. 
Found travelling heavy .• Men in excellent spirits. Midnight. 

WednesdrlY, 16th April.-A.':If. thick weather; crossed several large 
cracks in the ice. 2h. encamped. Heard the icc crack and grind fre
quently under the tent. 

SECOND MARCH. 

P.~I. 6h. started to S.W. Thick weather; fresh breeze from S.E.; floe 
level, with deep snow. 9h. arrived at the edge of a heavy range of hum
mocks, apparently the edge of old floe. After clearing away with pick
axes, occasionally double manning and edging away to the west\yard, at 
IOh. we arrived at a level floe. Breeze freshening, with a heavy snow 
drift. I1h. pitched terits for luncheon. 

Thursda.ll, lith April.-A.M. Oh.30m. started. Very dark, with a 
heavy snow drifL Travelling very difficult and deceiving. Floe level, 

I 
with about sev~n inches of loose snow, tasting quite s~lt. Finding that the 
men were considerably fagged, and the gale IIIcreasmg, 3h. took advan
tage of a range of hummocks, where the SIIOW was fresh to taste, and 

. encamped. Everything upon the sledge saturated with drift. Found 
watch had stopped, and lost 45 minutes. 

THIRD MARCH. 

\IOT1'I1.-" SequuT JU\.Lrl" 

On march. 
7h. 301n. from ship. 
1().~ miles. 

Enl'amped for 16 hourc-. 

Encamped for 6 hollI's. 

On march. 

Tl'nts pitched for luncheon. 

On march 7~ hours, G~ s.,r. 

Encamped for!) hours. 

P.~I. 4h. 30m. wind fresh from S.E., with drift; clear overhead. Ob- Encamped i bours. 

,served N.W. Griffith's Island, bearing E. by N.; centre of Somerville 
north; Brown Island N.N.E. 7h. started to S.W. over a level floe of 

2. G 3 



on march. 

Tents pitched for luncheoD. 

On march 8:1 hours, 10 miles. 

Encamped 7h. 45m. 

Encamped 7 hours. 

On march. 

Under tents for luncheon. 

On march 8-! hours, 10 miles. 

Encamped ~h. Om. 

Encamped 6h. 40m. 

On march. 

Under tents for luncheon~ 
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apparently young ice, with occasional ridges. Travellin~ good, weather 
moderating. Observed hummocks to S.E. Ilh. aOm. pltch~d tents for 
luncheon. 

Friday, 18th April.-A.M. Ih. started. ah. s~n rose; very fine morn
ing, with occasional squalls of sn.ow and d!1il.. 4h. 15m. encamped 
along the ridges of fresh snow; wllld fr~shen~ng fro~ S:E. Found o.ne 
bottle oflimejuice broken; saved half of It; mIxed wIth It snow for dally 
water. 

FOURTH MARCH. 

p.M.5h.observation,N.W.partofGriffith'sIslandN.~.byN.; Cape.Hotham 
east. 7h. started, steering S.S.W.; wind ahead; snOWIng and blowmg hard. 
Unpleasant travelling. 9h. weather cleared up a littl~. ~bserved floe 
perfectly level in all directions; covered with about eight mches snow 
9h. 30m. prominent land of Lowther Island W. by S. llh. 30m. com
menced snowing; lost sight of land. Pitched tents for luncheon. 

Saturday, 19th April.-A.M. lh. started. ah. weather cleared a little. 
Obsen'ed the floe level as far as can be seen. 4h. encamped among some 
small hummocks. Observed Cape Walker bearing S.W. by S. South Point 
Lowther Island W. by N. 

FIFTH MARCH. 

P.M. 5h. read prayers. 6h. 40m. started to S.S.W.; wind north; 
thick weather. lOh. saw several seals to the westward; went towards' 
them, but upon closing they dived through their holes. Found here the 
ice to be three feet thick. Floe perfectly level, but walking very heavy_ 
Steering for Cape Walker; wind light, from S.S.W. Midnight, calm 
weather, quite oppressive and very gloomy. Pitched tents for luncheon. 

On march 9t hours, 10 miles Sunday, 20th April.-A.M. Ih. 30m. started. Thick mist came on; 
S.s.W. lost sight of all land, and a dead calm. Steered by a line ahead. Floe 

very heavy for walking, the upper surface being covered with a crust which 
broke in at each step. Thermometer + 31°. 5h. encamped. Encamped 7 hOUT~. 

SIXTH MARCH. 

Encamped 6 hours. P.M. 5h. wind north, with snow. Read prayers. Three snow buntings 
seen. Observed south point Lowther Island, N.N.W.; very thick. Cape 

On march. 'Valker occasionally seen. Breeze freshening from northward; snowing 
very hard. 6h. started. Set floorcloths as sails upon the sledges; found that 
they assisted the men considerably, three men drawing the sledge easily, 
and at times running by themselves as fast as we could walk beside them. 
Found the wind too light for the kites to be of any service. Midnight, 

Under tents for luncheon. pitched tents for luncheon. Sharp cold wind. 
Monday, 21st April.-A.M. lh. 15m. started with floorcloths set; weather 

cleared up.. Observed Cape Walker ,:ery clear, a high and abrupt 
headland, With banks of loose ground slopmg to the beach from about half.. 

On march. 
Encamped 5! hours. way d~wn. The land. to westward, whic~ co~ld be seen but for a short way, 

. was thIckly covered With snow, and ternllnatmg in a low point. 4h. 30m. en-
On march gl, hours. II mIles d bl' I fi th t d h' h d d . h . S.s. w.' campe; owmg a ga e rom . ewes war ,w IC mo crate In t e evemng. 

Encamped 6h. 30m. 

On march Sh. SQ,n. 6 miles 
S.S.W. 

Eaeamped. 

SEVENTH MARCH. 

P.M. blowing hard, and very cold. Read morning prayers. 6h. aOm. 
started for Cape Walker; breeze increased as we neared the shore, and 
becam~ ver.y sh.arp; men frequently frostbitten. Observed a very brilliant 
parhehon, formIng three separate arcs. lOh. arrived at a small range of 
hummocks, to the S.W. ofw~ich the ice seemed older; the range extended 
to the N.W., gradually trendmg more to the westward. lIh. arrived at 
a high. range of hummocks extending along the beach of Cape Walker. 
Captam Ommanney landed, a~d hois.ted the union-jack. Levelled a passage. 
over the hummocks, and by hghtenmg and double manning the sledges 
reached the beac? and encamped at midnight. Observed the land close 
about us. t~ con~am several very remarkablefeatures. Immediately behind 
us the cliff was mtersecte~ by a deep and pl~turesque ravine; to the west
ward was a remark~ble pillar-shaped. mass J~tting out fi'om the hills; to, 
the eastward the cliff became perpendIcular, With a bank of loose soil sloping 
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to the beach from about halfway up. Search was made in our immediate 
neighbourhood, but no trace or clue was found to solve the mystery. 
Received orders to be ready to renew the search to the westward at 6 A.M, • 

Tuesday, 22d ApTil.-A:M. blowin~ a gale £I'om the. westward. Men E ncamped at Cape Wal'er uR 

felt great difficulty in gettmg off theIr boots, ~nd complamed of numbness aCCOunt of bad weather. 

in their feet for several hours afterwards; exammed, and found there were no 
frostbites. Tent cold; men unable to sleep. Read morning prayers. Dr. Ede 
visited and examined the men, who were found had not received bad effects 
from yesterday's exposure; two bad cases of£I'ostbite among t.he whole party. 
P.M. Bh. weather moderated a little; started with Mr. Hamilton and four 
men to examine and search the coast to the westward. On gaining the 
top of a hill about three miles N.N. W. of our encampment, found the land 
turned to W. by S., and its features became entirely changed from the bold 
and abrupt headland to a low flat coast. As fhr as we could see it termi-
nated in a low point. There appeared to be rather a deep bay between us 
and it, but upon our descending the hill, found it to be a low flat beach, 
which, from our former position, we mistook for floe ice. A range of hea\''v 
hummocks traced the coast line, and several ridges extended from them to 
the N.-westward. The traces of hares and foxes were numerous, and one 
of the former seen. Crossed the bay, and ascended to a point £I'om which 
we observed the land to continue its present direction and feature. The 
mist pre\'ented our seeing more to S. W·. ; and not seeing any likelihoorl of E neampcd a' C., ~e '\a ll <l', on 

its clearing, or any prominent position from which a view might be obtained, ~~~::.': ."t " I Iw l wea' Iocr, CiA 

descended to the beach and retraced our steps to the encampment. After 
recrossing the first-mentioned bay the beach became steeper, and forming 
several terraces, upon which the remains of several Esquimaux encamp-
ments 'yere found, but no traces of our missing countrymen, or appearances 
of Europeans having ever visited the coast. 

Wednesday, :.!3d AP1·il.-A.M. 2h. returned to encampment; found Enca"' p,.,j .,t Cap" ",. Ike l' ,." 
. h d b b'I' b Th b 1'. h d · accoull t of h:lIl II C.ttlil'r· !I. cairn a een Ul t III our a sence. e reeze Ires ene agam, and 

the cold increased considerably. 6h. read morning prayers; found 
Wm. Baily, R.M. slightly frostbitten in the right foot. 8h. weather 
moderated, men slept a little, Received 5 days provisions and fuel from 
Mr. Krabbe's sledge; sent in sketch of coast line examined yesterday to 
Captain Ommanney. Men suffering principally from cold feet. 

P.M. Captain Ommanney took formal possession of these lands in the 
name of our Sovereign the Queen. 9h. the "Success," Mr. Krahbe, 
started for Griffith's I sland, taking one man upon his sledge from the " True 
Blue." Wind still strong from westward, but a more settled sunset; sledge 
cl'ews building a cairn and taking exercise under lee of hnmmocks ; buried 

2. G 4 
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• 
two of Halkett's blow-up boats close by the cairn, which was erected im
mediately under the pillar-shaped hill before mentioned. The ground was 
too hard to dig to any depth, but they were securely cov.ered and hid with 

EncalUped at Cap. Walkor, on stones and shingle. The men found the canvas mocassms more comfort
account orbali weather, for 24 able than the boots, but many were too small to allow of the feet being 
hour.. wrapped in blanket or boothose .. Wm. Tullett had b~ought. with him a 

pair of boots made of blue cloth WIth leather soles and hned Wlt~ blanket; 
with these he did nut complain of cold feet, and found no dIfficulty in 
getting them off. 

Encamped at Cape Walk.r 21 
hOUTS. 

Midnight.-Wind increasing and looking very black to westward. 
Thursday, April 24th.-A.M. spent a cold night in the tent; blowing 

hard from the westward; read morning prayers; remained in tent until 
8h. P. M., when the weather moderated a little and temperature rose. 
Lieutenant Browne parted company and proceeded to the southward; 
cheered him. 9h. packed sledges and hauled them upon the floe outside 
the hummocks; men obliged to rip up their boots to allow of wrappers 
being used. Wind fresh from westward, and very thick; observed the 
coast to run from our encampment N.N.W. about 3~ miles . 

. ;7 hours, from low tempera· The last three days detention was caused by the strong breeze fi'om 
lure and westerly gale. westward, low temperature, and the men being considerably cut up by 

frostbites, which rendered them very liable to more severe ones by facing 
so sharp and cutting a wind. 

On march. 

-0 udcr tents for luncheon. 

On mar~h. 7 hours, 8 miles 'L 

Ellt':tlDpcd 3 hours. 

Encamped 7 h our~. 

On march 3 hours, 3 miles. 

EII("~mped 2 hours. 

EIGHTH MARCH. 

TllUrsda.y, 24th April.-p.M. 9h. started to north-westward. lOh. 15m. 
struck in for the beach through a range of hummocks; found the snow 
deep, and travelling difficult. From N.N.W. the land runs N.W. about 
one mile, and then W. by S. four miles, forming a slight sweep in the coast 
line. 

Friday, 25th ApTil.-A.M. Ih. pitched tents for luncheon; wind strong 
from westward, with snow. 2h. started; travelling very deceiving, 
owing to the light; following the trend of the coast line towards the low 
point. 4h. weather clearing, but getting colder; Captain Ommanney 
fell into the water through a crack. Encamped close to a heavy mass of 
floe ice pinched up of enormous thickness, and more resembling a piece of 
berg ice. In looking round the coast between this point and the last one 
passed, it appears to run off shoal, as there is a large quantity of apparently 
grounded ice between the two. 

p.~I.-Men slept well and warm. 4h. observed a very beautiful par
helion; four false sllns connected with streaks of light and tinted with the 
colours of the rainbow, an inverted arch swept round almost to the zenith. 
Captain Ommanney obtained the angle from sun to second false which 
measured 111°. ' 

.,;;,. III FRG" SUN 

NINTH MARCH. 

P.M •. 6h. breeze lulled; fine clear weather. 7h. started to "'.S.W., 
two ofiicers searching the coast; read morning prayers. 10h. it became 
suddenly very cold; men suffering from such excessive cold in their feet 
that it prevented their knowing if they were frostbitten· encamped ~ 
lunched, a,:d turned in. Captain Ommanney gave orders to commenc~ 
day marchmg fit 6 A.:'tf. Felt the cold very much in the tents all night. 
men in excellent spirits, singing for several hours after we encamped. ' 
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TENTH MARCH. 

Saturday, 26th April.-A.M. Spent a very cold night; men unable to Encamped 9 hours by the low 
. 7h t t d t' th h b temperature. sleep; read mormng prayers. .' s ar e ! coas mg e s ore a out two 

miles off. lOh. observed the pomt off willch we were encamped on 25th On march. 

on with the N.W. point, bearing E. by N. about 8 miles. A ravine abreast ~:~\~,t!O~ o~;~i~d ~?n~:~ ,un 

bearing S. by E. about 1~ miles; two officers on shore searching for traces. ilIer. ;It. 'by artificial hori7.on, 

Ilh. 30m. halted, and pitched for lunc:h:on; fi.ne clear weather.; wind light i~~.le~r~:'\5'. 10". 

from eastward. Noon, observeci merIdian altitude of sun, which gave the Under tents for luncheon. 

latitude 74 0 5' N. Variation by noon azimuth 15 points. 
P.M. Ih. started; went to the shore with Captain Ommanney; found 

that the ice was pressed up considerably to about two miles from the land, 
apparently from shoal water; found the land very flat, and with difficulty On march 9 hollOs, 8 mile, 

we traced the edge of ice or made out the trend of the land. It continued \V.S. \1". 

to run S.W. by W., forming a slight sweep between the two points. On 
going up the hill a short way, we observed Lowther Island bearing N.::'f.E. 
and an undiscovered island very low and flat W.N. W. about nine miles. 
A line of broken-up ice was plainly traced running as far as could be secn 
to north-westward, and sweeping in the south side of Lowther Island. 
5h. 30m. returned to sledges, and encamped. Encamped 6h. 30m. 

ELEVENTH MARCH. 

Sunday, 27th April.-A.M. Spent a cold night; men slept well till mid- Encamped i hours. 

night, but then the cold prevented them. 4h. A.~r. The mercury was found 
frozen in the thermometers; calm and fine, clear weather; objects "ery On march. 

milch refracted. 7h. started, steering along the land about S. W. by W., 
the land running in that direction with occasional slight sweeps. 

P.M. Oh. 30m. halted, and pitched tents abreast of a heavy mass of vnder tent> fur lunc)"oll. 

hummocks for luncheon; floe became uneven. Ih. 15m. started, steering 
as in forenoon; travelling heavy; snow deep; passed several large 
masses of floe thrown up, and about twenty feet from the level; two 
officers searching the shore for traces. The coast rnns very straight and On lllarch 91 hours, 9 miles. 

low from second encampment to 17 miles beyond it. The land now 
appears a little bolder, with less snow upon it. 4h. 30m. observed the 
island first seen yesterday bearing N. by W. ~ W. 5h. 30m. encamped; 
wind light from north-westward; fine clear weather; floe getting a little 
harder. Encamped 6:\ hours. 

TWELFTH MARCH. 

~Monday, 28th April.-A.M. Read prayers; men slept well and warm; 
Captain Ommallney gave orders not to start as temperature was very low. 
9h. Temperature rose; wind shifted to S.E. ; packed up. Received five days 
provisions and fuel from the" Inflexible " sledge, who parted company at 
lOh. A.M. for the ship, taking back one man from "Reliance" sledge 
and one from "Adventure," frostbitten; proceeded to south-westward. 
lIh. arrived at a heavy range of ice hillocks running from the shore to 
north-westward; travelling became exceedingly heavy; halted, and pitched 
tents for luncheon at noon. 

P.M. Found ourselves in a perfect labyrinth of hillocks extending as £'1r 
as can be seen. Ih. 30m. sledges started; proceeded with Mr. Hamilton 
t?wards the shore to examine the state of ice for travelling in that direc
tron. After a heavy walk through hummocks and hillocks of ice, gained 
an open space about one mile from the beach; found that it swept into a 
bay about two miles deep and with apparently better travelling inshore. 
6h. arrived at the sledges; found them still entangled among hillocks, and 
constantly obliged to resort to standing pulls. The ice in this neighbour
hood appears different from any we have yet seen. I think it must be of a 
v.ery great ~any years formation, being covered with hillocks of ice, many 
~nxteen or eIghteen feet above the level ice. None of these are formed by 
pressure, but are those caused by the melting of many summers. 6h. p-n
camped, men having had a very hard day's work; observed the land 
about seven miles from this sweep into a bay, its western extreme bearing 
W.!N. 

2. II 

Encamped 6 hours, and 3 J~ours 
fTOm low temperature. 

On march. 

Under tents for luncheou. 

On march 7! hours, 6 miles. 

Encamped G hours. 



Encamped a hours. 
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THIRTEENTH MARCH. 

1 uesday, 29th April.-A.M.8h. Started, windin~ through very heavy 
masses and hillocks of ice, and edging our course 10 for the shore. Noon. 
Variation, by azimuth, 170°. 

Under tents for luncheon. P.M. 12h. 30m. halted for luncheon. Three men complained of sore 
°vn ~~rch., db 0 b . e"'es' bathed them in spirits and water, which gave great relief. Ih. 40m. 

anahons loun y earmg J ' d b I 
at noon, N. 10° w. started. 2h. 30m. reached the shore. Found snow eep, ut trave· 
ah.40m. linO' better on' point of the bay yesterday mentioned S.W. about six 
~tm:~:Sgood S.w. miles. Looking for a secure spot· for depot, coast quite void of any 
Encamped 6 hours. mark to distinguish it. 6h. halted, and encamped; observed extreme 

west land W. by N. 

FOURTEENTH MARCH. 

Encamped at. the depot, .on TiVednesday 30th Apn"l.-A.M. Very squally from S.E. during the 
account of several men betng . 'ld . dIS . affected by snow blindness. mght, and very co . 6h. fine morning; Will easter y. ent 10 a 

return of provisions, and prepared depot for being buried. Crews em
ployed digging a hole for depot, and building .a. cairn. Ilh. secured 
twenty days provisions underground. The prOVlSlons were about two 

., . feet and a half underground, .and covered with large stones and gravel, 
Meridial~ alt. by. ar~~;l;} t;'~l' making a mound over them about four feet high. Received weights from 
~~~ex corr.· + 3' 50". the" Reliance" sledge. Buried eight days pemmican, and all spare gear 
:Variation obNtaintgo ~~ 0 bear. to be called for on my return. Noon, observed meridian altitude of 0, 
mg at noon,. . 0 • •• 0 W Cl h b -

which gave latitude 73 55' N. VarIatIOn, 170 . ot es, ags, and 

Encamped at the depot on 
account of several men being 
affected by snow blindness 
for 24 hours. 

Encamped at the depot on 
account of several men being 
affected by snow bHndness, 
19 hours., 

On march. 

Under tents for luncheon. 

On march 7 hours, 9 miles 
S.S.E. 

skins out to dry. Four men complaining of sore eyes, dropped wine of 
opium into their eyes, and gave each a purgative pill. Found that spirits 
and water gave them great relief. 

P.M. Ih. started with Captain Ommanney and Mr. Hamilton over the 
hill to examine the land. On arriving at the top found that it turned 
suddenly to the S. E., forming a deep inlet, and apparently turning to the 
westward at the head. The land ran across to the N.E. direction; its 
width was about four miles and a half. Walked down to the ice; found 
it very hillocky. The land rather bolder, with a steeper ascent from the 
beach. Returned to the encampment by the beach, along which there was 
a high tide ridge. Sent in a return of four men snow blind in one eye. 
To-day's detention was caused by securing the depot, and the necessity 
of shifting to night travelling .. 

Thursday, 1st May.-A.M. Very cold. Awoke by several ptarmigan 
about the encampment. Read morning prayers. Men better this 
morning; dropped wine of opium into their eyes, and stopped their daily 
allowance of grog, which they used for fuel. Those not affected with 
snow blindness erecting a cairn. Received orders to prepare four days 
provisions, and be ready to start up the inlet. Received William Scarlet 
and William Mauger from "Adventure," and George Campbell and 
Thomas Ward hom" Reliance," in place of four men affected with snow 
blindness. Noon, lunched, and turned in. 

FOURTEENTH MARCH. 

P.M. 7h. started under orders to ascertain if a channel existed to S.W., 
and for any traces of the missing expedition; if possible, to return the 
third night, and meet the sledges at the depot. Captain Ommanney ac
companied us at starting, with his crew as assistants in dragging. Strong 
breeze from S.E., with a drift. 9h. 30m. Captain Ommanney parted 
company. Steered S.S.E.. Weather came on very thick, and breeze 
freshened to a gale; found travelling very deceiving. Midnight, pitched 
tent for luncheon. 

F1'iday, 2d Mrty.-A.M. lh. Started. 2h. observed the land ahead. 
Wind increasing, and a very heavy drift. 2h. 50 m. finding the weather 
not inclined to moderate, and travelling so bad, 3 h. encamped under 
the lee of a large ~ummock. Snow-drift broke down tent; unable to lay 
down. Sledge buned about a foot under drift. 

Encamped 16 bonrs, 3 of which p.M.4h. observed a point about two miles further to S.E. Weather 
were fro~ S.E. gale and drift. moderating a little. Observed the channel running about S.E. 
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FIFTEENTH MARCH. 

P.M. 7h. started, steering for a low point. On landing found it to be 
a small low island, about a quarter of a mile from the main. From its 
summit observed the land running to a low point about two miles further; 
steered for it. Found the ice very good for travelling, Breeze increasing 
very much, and being unable to see !ll any direction more th~n a quarter 
of a mile. lOh. encamped. Blowmg hard from S.E., wIth a heavy 
snow-drift. 

Saturday, 3d May.-Same weather all day. 

SIXTEENTH MAltCH. 

P.M. 6h. Weather moderating a little. 7h. 30m. started with two men 
to endeavour to gain a view from the higher land to S.E.; the gale 
apparentlv broken. On crossing the island found that we were encamped 
among a group of the same kind of flat small islands a;; those crossed in 
the last night's march. Round each there was a high tide ridge, and several 
remains of Esquimaux encampment, in one of which were hares bones 
much decayed, and feathers quite fresh under the stones. On gaining the 
highest point in view, the haze was too thick to see with any certainty 
the directions or shape of the inlet, but the land upon which we were ran 
about E.N.E., and was about 250 feet high. At this portion several shells 
were found, and the jawbone of-a whale. The fog increasing, and shut
ting out all the surrounding land from our view, we commenced retracing 
our steps. The land was principally of limestone. The ice all the way 
was good for travelling, but apparently of old formation. Fox and hare 
traces were innumerable, but no game seen. Midnight, arrived at the 
encampment, and turned in. 

SEVENTEENTH MAltCH. 

Sunday, 4th May.-A.M. read prayers. 5 h. built a cairn, and de
posited a cylinder, containing information respecting searching expeditions, 
routes of travelling parties, and position of provi"ion depots. Fine morn
ing, and clear. From the top of the island got a view of the land; found 
it to be continuous, with no apparent opening'to S.W., trending gradually 
away, turning the direction of the inlet from S.E. to E. by N., its breadth 
about 4~ miles. The extreme of the land on the ,,'cst shore was E. by N., 
and on the east N.E. by E., and I think that it must be 011 account of its 
being directly under the sun that it was not joined to E,XE. The surging 
of the ice was frequent round the island, and noise of ptarmigan distinct, 
but they were not to be seen. 7h. started on our return to Captain 
Ommanney's encampment, steering N.N.W. Proceeded about 6 miles, 
and encamped at 9h. so as to be able to continue our march with Captain 
Ommanney on our rejoining him to-night. 

EIGHTEENTH MARCH. 

P.M. 6h. started, steering for the depot. Thick weather. Wind light 
from northward. 7h. 30m. met Captain Ommanney, and the sledges 
"Reliance" and" True Blue," the" Adventure" having parted company for 
the ship, taking William Baily, R.M., George Green, and William Mitchell 
of my former crew with him. James Webber and William Beedling joined 
to complete crew. Received provisions and stores left at depot, and pro
ce~de~ with Captain Ommanney to cross the inlet. Travelling very good. 
Mldmght, halted, and pitched tents for luncheon. 

Monday, 5th May.-A.M. 1 h. started. Clear weather. Wind west. 
Observed the land sweep round the bay from the west side of the inlet, 
the extreme point bearing N.N.W. about 10 miles. The land from entrance 
runs west 4 miles, and terminates very abruptly. A ravine marks the 
western point of the entrance. 5h. encamped. Depot N.E. 

NINETEENTH MARCH. 

P.M. 6h. started, sweeping round the bay to the N.W., the land very 
low, and only perceptible from the floe by a slight undulation in it. 
Crossed the point with sledges without any difficulty; found coast running 

2. H 2 

On march :3 hours, 5 miles. 

Encamped 14 nours on account. 
of gale from S.E., with heavy 
drift. 

'Vithout sledge. 

On march 4! hours, 10 miles. 

Encamped. 

Encamped 7 hours. 

3,!,- hours on march, N.N. \V. 
G-mile~. 

On march 11 hours. 

Under tents for luncheon. 

On march 5 N.N.W. 
6 S.W. 
N.W, by w. 7t miles made 
good. 

Encamped 6 hours. 
On march. 



Under tents for luncheon. 

On march 9 hours, 7 ~.\V. 
~t W. by N. 
N. W. 1 w. 8 miles in 9 hours. 
Encamped 8 hours. 

Encamped 6 hours. 
On march. 

On march 9 hom'.:;, 16 miles. 
E. ~ S. 

Encamped 7h. 30m. 

Encamped"; hours. 

.on march. 

Halted for lunch. 

On march 8 houre:. 
10 miles N. by E. made good. 
Encamped 8 houre;. 

Encamped 6 hours. 

On march 5 hours. 
- -E miles, N,\V. 

'"Encamped upon a low island. 
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W. by N., and of the same feature. Observat.ion from the extreme western 
point of the bay, the depot bearing E. by S. about 9 miles. Abrupt ter
mination to higher land S. ~ W., centre of inlet S.E. by E. Midnight, 
observed the sun not to set, the first time seen at midnight since leaving 
the ship. The ice is a good deal pressed up from the point to the west
ward. Pitched tents for luncheon. 

Tuesday, 6th JJ:fay.-A.M. Ih. started along the land, which runs very 
low as far as can be seen. It was with difficulty its difference could 
be made out from floe. 4h. encamped. Gave to " Reliance" 8 days pro
visions and fuel, completing her to 38 days. Estimated longitude by 
Captain Ommanney at 100° 30', lat. 73° 58 N'. Took stock of remaining 
fuel and spirits. 

TWENTIETH MARCH. 

P.M. Read prayers. 6h. packed, and made sail; wind strong from west
wan], and very thick. A hare seen. 6h. 30m. received despatches from 
Captain Ommanney, who expressed his satisfaction at the behaviour of the 
crew. Parted company under three cheers from the crews of" Reliance" and 
" True Blue," who started at the same time to the westward. Steered 
E. by S., crossing the point without any difficulty, and our position being 
only'known to us by the occasional appearance of the gravel. 8h. struck 
out upon the floe. Thick fog, with snow. Sledge running very easily 
with the sail. Passed through several ranges of ice hillocks. Midnight, 
pitched tents for luncheon. Weather cleared. Observed the cairn of 
depot ahead about 2 miles. In making the depot from the westward in 
thick weather, E. by S. ~ S. from extreme point will ensure your not over
running your distance, and will bring the beacon well open. At a distance 
of 3 miles my attention was drawn to it before I had made out the land. 

TVedllcsda!J, 7th 11Iay.-A. ~r. 2h. arrived at the depot; found it quite 
secure. Dug up provisions and stores left there on the 1st instant. 
2h. 20m. proceeded to the north-eastward along the beach. 4h. 30m. 
encamped. 

P. ~J. mowing hard all day from westward, and very thick. 

TWENTY-FIRST MARCH. 

P. l\I. 6h. built a cairn, and deposited in it a printed form. 7h. started, 
with a floor cloth set as a sail, running along the beach, sledge sometimes 
going faster than we could ,valko lOh. struck out from the land to 
northward, intending, if weather cleared, to skirt the edge of hummocks 
passed in the 29th of April. Crossed a heavy range of ice hillocks. 
Hauled to the enstward to clear them, considering it dangerous the sledge 
descending the hillocks so violently under sail, and men unable to see 
me more than 20 yards ahead of the sledge while leading. Midnight, 
gained an open floe. Hauled up N.N.W. Blowing hard from westward. 
Oh. 30m. haltecl. for lunch. 

Thursday, 8fh May.-A. M. Ih. started; floe level, and good ice for 
travelling, but ,"cry bad light. Found range of ice hillocks running 
off shore parallel to our course. 4h. encamped. Very thick. 5h. 
observed the low island bearing N.W. about four miles. 

TWENTY-SECOND MARCH. 

P. M. 6h. started. Read prayers. Weather thick, and strong breeze, 
with drift. lOh. observed the island bearing N. W. three miles. Skirted 
edge of hummocks. llh. 30m. arrived at the beach, and encamped. 

Fj·iday, 9th May.-Lunched. Ih. started with two men to explore the 
island; found it about three quarters of a mile each way, standing N. E. 
and S. W. about 50 feet above the level, and principally of limestone shingle 
and fine gravel with a few blocks of granite. The greater part of it 
seemed formed by pressure, as on the west and north sides it runs off 
in a series of low terraces, and extends for some distance into the ice, 
where patches of gravel may be seen. From this and the immense pile and 
pressure all round the north and west sides for about four miles off shore, 
I fancy it must run off very shoal. On the S. E. side the beach is steeper 
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and ice smoother: observed the old hillocky floe run off fi'om the shore of Searching the hland. 

main land about N. W., passing half a mile to westward of the island, and Encamped upon • low island 

gradually trending more to westward. To the N. W., as far as could be 18 ho~rs, 6 of. which employe,d 

th . much pressed up and swept round from the . ,t ~eorchm;g the 15lond and bmIG-seen, e ICe was very, " c~ 1Il~ a calfn. 

point of the island towards Young Island. A distinct line of rough ice 0 

might be traced, and all inshore of it quite smooth. A great difference of 
age was apparent between the last-mentioned and the hillocky floe. No 
traces of animals were seen, and there was but little moss upon the island. 
Built a cairn upon the highest part of the island. p. ~I. 5h. deposited a 
cylinder containing a printed form. Packed sledge. 

TWENTY-THlItn MARCH. 

p. M. Fine day and very clear. From the top of the island observed the 
following bearings: centre Young Island, N.E. by N.; depot, S. ~- W. ; 
extreme west land, S.W.; N.W. land about Cape Walker, E. 1- S. 
Started, steering N.E. by E. -t E., floe improving as we advanced. 9h. 
weather came over very thick and looking very black to westward. Mid
night, halted for lunch. 

Saturday, lOtI111flfY.-Very thick. 4h. encamped. 5h. observed Young 
Island to run further to north-westward than marked in the chart. The 
east extreme bears north five miles. Weather too thick to see the 
west end. The rough ice mentioned yesterday as running towards Young 
Island passes outside of it, and makes a sweep in towards Cape Walker. 
Weather looking very black; wind increasing from the westward. 

TWENTY·FOURTH :MARCH. 

Bearing!; taken with travelling 
prismatic com pas .. ('Vest, 
41, Strand. No.6.) 
On march. 

Halted for lunch. 

On march 9! hours, 14 miles, 
~.E. by E. -1 E. 

Encamped 8 hours. 

p. ~I. 6h. packed. 6h. 30m. started, steering N. E. by E. 1 E.; very 6 hours encamped. 

thick weather, and calm. lOh. arrived at a heavy range of hummocks On march. 

formed by pressed up young ice. Found crossing them difficult, and very 
heavy work for about two miles. The ice pressed up was not more than 
18 inches thick, and apparently oflast autumn formation. The range ran 
in towards Cape Walker, being a continuation of that seen to north-,,'est-
ward. Midnight, cleared hnmmocks and arrived at a young and smooth 
floe. Observed Lowther Island N.E. by N. Cape Walker just open 
with the N.W. land of Cape Walker. 

Sunday, 11th Jlfay.-A.M. 12 h. 30 m. halted for luncheon. Ih. started 9 hours, 16 miles, 

over a perfectly level smooth floe of young ice. 4 h. 30 m. encamped; ~~;;I~;)e~)h~30m. 
Cape Walker S. by E., south point Lowther N. by E. Observed close to 
our encampment the tracks of an old and young bear. 

TWENTY-FIFTH MARCH. 

P.M. 7 h. started; thick weather; breeze from north-westward. l\Iid
night, halted for lunch. 

l1/onday, 12th May.-p.M. 1 h. Weather cleared up; observed the 
land of the north shore right ahead. Floe level and young, with occa
sional ridges running cast and west. 1 h. 30 m. observed two bears 
asleep, but they made off on our nearing them. 2 h. 30 lll. observed a bear. 
4 h. 30 m. encamped; Cape Walker S.S.W. '\ W.; N.E. point Lowther 
N.N. W. Crossed track of a return sledge. -

TWENTY-SIXTH MARCH. 

On mareh. 
Halted for lunch. 

On march 9 llours, 15 miles. 
Encamped 711. 30m. 

P.M. 6 h. started. Fine clear weather, wind light from northwestward. 6 hours encamp rd. 

Floe apparently older than that of yesterday. 8 h. observed two bears. On march. 

11 h. crossed our outward track. Midnight, arrived at a heavy range of 
hummocks, running to north-westward; found it formed of young ice. 
Travelling very heavy and intricate, with occasional pieces of level floe. 
12 h. 30 m. halted for luncheon. Halted for lunch. 

2. H 3 



On march: 11 hours, 8 miles. 
E.N.E. 
Encamped 7 hours. 

6 hours on march. 

Halted fOl' luncheon. 

On march II! hours, 17 miles. 

Had a buffalo robe sewn up as 
a second skin. 
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Tuesday, 13th May.-A.M. 1 h.; started. Observed a badly wounded 
bear. 4 h. travelling improved, but we are still among the same range 
that we entered at midnight. Weather clouding over heavily to N.W. 
5 h. encamped; N.W. point Griffith Island N.E. by E.; Brown Island 
N.~W. 

TWENTY-SgVENTH MARCH. 

P.M. Blowing hard, with snow drift. 6 h. started to N.E. . by E. 7 h. 
cleared hummocks; and arrived at a smooth floe. Men steppmg out well. 
9 h. crossed a range of hummocks, which I observed to be the same as 
passed on our outward journey. .9h: 30m .. clell:red them; found very 
good floe up to GriffithIsland. Mldmght, wIlld lIght from eastward. 

Wednesdmj, 14th Jl£a!!.-O h. 30. arrived under the N.W. point of the 
island. Halted, and lunched. Hoisted distinguishing flag. Ih. pro
ceeded' observed a bcar watching a seal hole. 4h. observed the ships. 
6h. arrived alongside. Sent despatches to Captain Austin. Acquainted 
the crew of my entire satisfaction of their conduct, who were all ~vell and 
in excellent spirits, and expressed their wish to be employed agam upon 
the same service should any more parties be required. 

All bearings mentioned m this journal were made with travelling 
compass (West, No.6.) 

In conclusion, permit me to bring before your notice the excellent 
behaviour of the mcn,-their willingness, obedience, and generous assist
ance to one another, as well as their determination in overcoming all 
difficulties. 

REMARKS, &c. 

Tents would be better if a little larger, fitted with a pocket at the 
inside head, and one cloth to run across the back from above where banking 
comes. 

Robes made of buffalo skins are more durable, dry sooner, and are 
warmer than wolf skins; but its superior curing may have been principally 
the cause of their drying sooner. 

Cooking apparatus required to be stronger, and stewpan much larger. 
The little screws upon the wicks of spirit lamp gave great trouble in 
removing. A cap to fit the whole would be better. 

Tallow lamp better ifrivetted. 
Tent brush, a ycry important article, not sufficiently durable. 
Clothing ample, except the boots, which require being larger. Canvass 

mocassins too small, those made of skin much better adapted. Found 
canvass invariably cause cold feet during the low temperature. 

Worsted gloves under skin mitts would, I think, be found a great 
comfort. 

Pemmican might be reduced to twelve ounces per man. 
Bread increased to one pound per man. 
The allowance of spirits of wine and tallow ran out well, but would 

allow of but little extra cooking; but consider as temperature rises no 
increase would be absolutely necessary. . 

With six gills of fuel, half and half of rum and spirits of wine, cooked 
during our eight days returning, the only time we were entirely upon spirit 
fuel. 

Cocoa or tea for breakfast to boil. 
Water made sufficient~y, for diluting ~ay's rum, al~d filling each bottle. 
Cooked supper pemmIcan; gave a drmk; and bOIled a pint of tea each 

man. 
(Signed) G. F. MECHAM, 

Lieutenant in command of the Party. 





JO 

1.f 

J 5 

II 
J01 .JOiJ 

.-.- 19 

~,,,, .,,,,, 

TRACK 
OF 

H. M. SLEDCE 

",Y B . 7'h--<> j? f1.p( s p ra u /. . i-l'f- ~!ar are. Za:i.cl clo-wrv b' d..ea.d 

/ '('cifr'1L17lg,)' a n~d ONXWlffnaZ n u .. ridiiu1. ah~.s (jf·t;.lu 

S~U7 . 

G. Fjlfecluvn- .J.-ient. ;om~ ?arl;y. 

- t>. -'7us ~ U-jJ (71l .. tlu . J. 7 £. !J ot~J1qy agaurut {/];l;1 ' t:ra.cA:.- d..owtu 

t/u p osi.t.:itm,.J' of'Cainu bllift. aJUl co~ inIO~ 
resp ectill;f searrk for ·)l;r ·;n fto./0ktU1 . . 

fJJ 90 

/,f 

Jf 

,Iff 



Dates. 

April 16th 
" 17th 
" 18th 
" 19th 
,,20th -
,,21st -
" 21st to 24th 
,,25th -
" 26th 
" 27th 
" 28th 
" 29th 
" 30th 

May 1st 
" 2d 
" 3d 
" 4th}. _ 
" 5th 
., 6th 

Total 

Dates. 
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Remarks on outward I\larch. Hours under I Distance I 
weigh. travelled. 

i-------i-------------------
7.30 
7.30 
8.15 
8.30 
9.15 
5.30 

10 
9 
9.30 
7.30 
8.40 

7 
5 

10 

9 

132.10 

weigh. 

10~ 
6~ 

10 Journey to Cape Walker. 
10 
10 
6 
- - Detained at Cape Walker. 

12 In two marches. Changed to day 
8 travelling. 
9 
6 
71 

2 
- - Detained at the depot. 

9 Exam~ning inlet. 
10 Without ,ledge. 

11 Rejoined Captain Ommanney. 

10 

Distance 
travelled. Remarks on homeward Journey. 

-------- I 
Houl's lInder I 

May 7th 
" 8th 
" 9th 
" 10th 
" 11th 
" 12th 
" 13th 
" 14th 

Total 

Outward 

Grand total -

9 
8 
5 
9.30 
9 
9 

11 
11.30 

16 
10 
5 

14 
16 
15 

8 
17 

-----_._----
72 101 

132.10 135~ 

Running for dept't. 
Steering for a low island to N.W. 

Steering directly for N.W. point of 
Griffiths. 

480 hours encamped and under 
tents for luncheon. 

- 204·101~~ 
----------'-----''------'---~-- ~~ 

G. F. l\1ECIJDr, 
Lieutenant commanding Party. 

Captain AUSTIN to Lieutenant MEC'ILU/. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," at Winter Quark!'> between 
Sir, Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, 24th :Vlny 1851. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your report of proceedings fi'om 
the 15th ultimo to the 14th instant, the period of your absence under the 
orders of Captain Ommanney, searching the opposite shore to the south
ward and westward; the clear and careful manner in which this document 
is made out affords me much satisfaction; and I have great pleasure in 
informing you that Captain Ommanney expresses his" highest approbation 
" of your conduct, and states that you have been most useful, and have 
" evinced both zeal and ability in the performance of the service intrusted 
" to you;" which, with the state in which you brought your party back 
to the ship, entitles you to my entire approbation and best thanks. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO T. ArsTIx, 

Captain, and in charge of the Expedition. 

2. H4 



Sledge " Enterprize." 
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Enclosure 9 of No. 11 of 1851. 

Captain A USTIN to Lieutenant. BROWNE of Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," 
and in charge of the Sledge" Enterprize." 

By Horatio T . Austin, E sg uire, C. B., Captain of Her Majesty's . 
Ship" Resolute," and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic 
Seas. 

Looking to your experience in these regions, and to your earnest desire 
to be employed in the search on foot, I have selected you as second to 
Captain Ommanney, relying on your zeal and talent being exerted equally 
with him as if detached. 

You will, therefore, take under your immediate command the six men 
hereafter named, who one and all have volunteered and been chiefly 
selected by yourself for this service, and who with their sledge have been 
under your control and responsibility for preparation and equipment since 
the 10th ultimo. Place yourself under the orders of Captain Ommanney, 
and follow such directions as you may from time to time receive from him 
for this particular service. 

Although observations and drawings are wholly secondary to the great 
work you are about to aid in carrying out, yet I feel it my duty to remind 
you here, that the approval of your appointment to the "Resolute" was 
given in the full anticipation that, if opportunity presented itself, the 
Government and science at large would receive from your acquirements 
an~ intelligence a considerable addition to what is already known of these 
regIOns. 

Gi\'en under my hand, on board Her Majesty's Ship " Resolute," 
in Winter Quarters between Cornwallis and Griffith I slands, the 
7th of April 1851. 

(Signed) H ORATIO T. AUSTIN. 

The SIX ME N referred to. 

William Harvey, Boatswaill's Mate, 
J ohn Bettison, Carpenter's Mate, H M SI ' "Resolute." 

J ames Beams, Boat,wain's l\'Iate, } 

William Lowrie, A.B., . . lip 
Hichard Binstead, A .8., 
George Martin, Private R.M. 

Extended party, provisioned and equipped for 40 days, with one runner sledge. 

Names of the Crew. 

William H . J. Browne 
J oscph Beams 
' 'Vi llium H ervey 
J obn Bettisson -
William Lowrie -
Richard Binstead 
George Murtin 

, Ratings, S, B. 

Lieutenant 
B oatEwnin's Mate 
Boatswain's Mate 
Carpenter's Mute 
A. B, 
A.B. 
Royal Marine -

Ship belonging to. 

" R esolute," 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

'With one m nner sledge, 8 feet 1 inch in length, provisioned and equipped 
for 40 clays. 

ABSTRACT of Orders from Captain AUSTIN, C.B., Her Majesty's Ship 
" Resolute," off Griffith Island. 

" You will take under your immediate command the six men here
" after n~med, and place yoursel~ un~er the orders of Captain Ommanney 
" accordmgly, and follow such dU'ectlOns as you may from time to time 
" receive from him for this particular service . 

. (Signed) " ~ORATIO T. AUSTIN, Captain." 
W. H. Browne, Esq., LIeutenant, Her Majesty's Ship 

" Resolute," in command of Party. 
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ABSTRACT of Orders from Captain ERASMUS OMMANNEY, Her Majesty's 
Ship "Assistance," in charge of a Division searching to the 

. South and S.W. of Cape Walker. 

"Whereas it appears that the coast is continuons to the westward, 
" and it is uncertain where an opening may be found to the southward, and 
" that we have seen a large bay with a coast trending to the southward of 
" Cape Walker, with high land to the S.E.; and it is most desirable that 
" a party should be detached from this point to search in that direction 
" for the missing Expedition: 

" You are hereby required and directed to proceed with .the men and 
" sledge under your command, now completed with provisions, to proceed 
" in the direction of the land already seen, and ani I yourself of the first 
" opportunity of gaining a more southerly and westerly direction to prose
" cute a close search for the missing Expedition." 

(Signed) " ER.\S~IUS O~DIA:;NEY, Captain." 
Lieutenant "T. Browne, 

commanding the Sledge" Enterprize." 

REPORT of the Proceedings of the Sledge" ENTEIlPRIZE," in charge 
of Lieut. W. H. BRow:-IE, Her Majesty's Ship " Resolute," 
commencing 15th April, ending 28th May 1851. 

TuesdD.I/, 15th April 1 851.-Left ship at 6h. 30m. P.:If., and having' placed 
myself and crew under the orders of Captain Ommanney, of Her Mnjesty's 
Ship "Assistance," proceeded to the advanced sledges off the N. \V. 
extreme of Griffith Island. On arriving' there, and the sledges being 
prepared, a suitable prayer was offered up by Captain Austin, and an 
interesting leave having been taken by him of the parties, at 10 P.~I. the 
several divisions started on their various routes, cheering each other until 
out of sight, which soon occurred, the weather being very thick, and 
heavy snow falling; the wind S.E. 5, 6. O.c q.~. 

The seven sledges composing the southern division under Captain 
Ommanney proceeding to the next point of Griffith Island, which was hardly 
discernible, owing to the thick weather which continued up to midnight. 

TVednesdrty, 16th April.-2. A.:\1. Encamped per order, among a number 
of hummocks. Wind S.S.E. G. 6. o.c.q., with considerable drift and snow. 
Issued provisions, and retired to rest. During the day, ~trong breeze 
with frequent squalls. Found tent and fittings comfortable; rested well. 

6h. 30m. P.~I. Got breakfast, and started, passing among hummocks 
and large cracks covered with snow, rendering the labour of dragging the 
heavy-loaded sledges very great. !) P.~!. came to a ridge of heavy 
hummocks, supposed to extend between Griffith and Sommen'ille Islands; 
the weather extremely thick, with snow. 

10h. 30m. P.M. Cleared the line of hummocks after some very he:,,,)" 
work, attended with mllch danger to the sledges from cracks and hidden 
hummocks. The floe in places level, but exceedingly heavy from recent 
drift snow, which continues to fall. The wind increasing fast, at 11h. 30m. 
pitched tent, and went to dinner. 

Thursday, 17fh April.-lh . . UI. Packed sledge and started. The tra
velling very bad, the sledges labouring among rough icc and soft snow; 
a}s~ great difficulty in picking out the way, the extent of yision being 
lll~llted t? a quarter of a mile, and frequently much less; weather very 
thIck, WIth snow. 4h. 30m. A.M. halted. Encamped; cooked supper, 
and went to rest. Wind and weather the same. 

7h. P.M. Got breakfast, and started. Observed Griffith Island S.S.W. 
14', and part of Lowther Island N.N.E., very indistinct. The floe level, 
and travelling pretty £'lir, although the snow in some places very deep. 
9h. 15m. Sunset; wind decreasing; weather improving. The sky very 
clear; wind decreasing. Midnight, halted; pitched tent, and got dinner, 
having made about 6~ miles N.N.E. 

Friday, 18th Apl'il.-lh. A.M. Packed up and started per order; found 
the floe tolerably level, passing along the west side of a ridge of hummockf'. 

2. I 

1st Journey. 
Hmlr'i travelled •. 4 
Distance accompli!',hcu ] 0' 
Encamped for rest IS 

weather - 5 
Wind S.E. 
"reather 
Temp. 

- o.c.q. m. 
_ + 16° 

2d Journev. 
Hours travelled -' - 9!;. 
Di~tnllC'e uC't;!ompli..,hed 8'~ 
Enl'ampctl for rec,t H~ 

dinner· l~ 
weather t 

'Yind - B.S. E. 5, (j 

'" L'atht.'r 
Temp. 

o.C'.q. s. 
_ + It)O 



sd Journey. 
Hours travelled - lot 
Distsnce accomplished 11' 
Encamped for re~t 13 

Wind 
'Veather -
Temp. • 

dinner - ! 
weather none. 

- S.S.E. 4, 5 
o.c.q. 

_ +220 
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3h. 10m. Sunrise; wind S.S.E., increasing, with occasional drift. 4h. 50m. 
halted, by order, and encamped; prepared supper, a.nd 'Yent to. rest. The 
morning fine, and it continued so during the day; wllld lllcreasmg fast, but 
without drift. Temperature in tent, '21 0. • 

6h. P.~l. Read prayers; got breakfast, and started. Wmd south, 
4 6. o.c.q.; found the floe level; snow soft and deep, but .made good progress; 
during evening the S.E. end of Lowther Island .oecasronally observe~, but 
very indistinctly. Ilh. 45m. P.M. halted, and pItched the tent for dmner; 
weather YCn' dark and obscure; distance estimated about 7 miles. 

Saturday: 19th April.-Oh. 45m. Packed up and started; fonnd floe 
same as befo~-e. Midnight, the weather clearing, but a heavy bank of 
cloud over the southern horizon. Made good progress. 

4h. A.~1. Halted and encamped; prepared supper. Lowther Island 
4th Journey. :;-;.N."\V. true, and land, supposed to be Cape Walker, N.E., but the latter 

Hourstravellpd - 8Itl·l,> very indistinct, the weather being hazy. Went. to rest, having travelled 
Distance accomplished 
Encamped for rest - 141 during the day 11 miles N. The weather clearmg at N. W. 

dinner - 1 
weather 0 ih. P.M. Got breakfast; packed up and started. Found the floe level, 

\Vind '~ - s. 9 but rather heavy from snow. Several seals were observed on the ice, and 
Weathel' be 
Temp. - - = ~ ioo the track of a fox proceeding in a S.E. direction. Midnight, halted, and 
Lat. by ill. alt. - 74° 24'N. pitched tent for dinner. Temperature + 10°; calm weather; hazy. 

5th Journey. 

Sttnday, 20th April.-Ih. A.M. Packed up and started. Calm, with thick 
weather. The loom of the land about Cape Walker seen occasionally 
N. by E. The floe level but very heavy; the depth of snow averaging one 
foot. Found great difficulty in making a straight course, the weather 
being very thick, not an object being visible on thc sublime but dreary 
waste of snow, the sky harmonizing with the gloom of the floe, being of an 

Hours travelled - 9j, uniform sombre hue overhead, while round the horizon a purplish cloud 
Distance accomplished 11 . h' k I I bl d' k d Th' 
Encamped for rest _ I~\ edged WIt mIsty strea ~s comp ete y en mg s ~y an snow. IS 

'Wiml "
\Veather 
Temp. -

dinner - I strange effect was ,-cry tedious to the eyes, especially those of the leaders, 
_w~~~~rvaria~le. who were frequently compelled to turn round and gaze on the dark forms 

- 2C.:;,.s. compooing our little caravan, thereby trying to afford some relief to their 
- +28 .. 

strall1mg eyes. 
5h. Halted; encamped, and prepared supper; the men suffering much 

fi'om thirst Temperature + 28°. During the day the wind light, weather 
very warm. Two snow buntings came hopping and chirruping round the 
tent, their cheerful notes recalling to our memories a more genial clime. 

End of 5th Journey. 6h. 30m. P.M. Got breakfast and started, steering for Cape Walker, 
now distinctly visible; the weather clear; wind north, 5, 6. The floe 
being level and a fi-esh breeze, we made sail on the sledges, using the 
floorcloth as sail and pikes for masts. This was found of great assistance, 
frequently saving the exertions of two or three men on each sledge. The 
e~ec~ of this ma~acuv~e on the floe had a very curious appearance, re
mmdmg me at a lIttle dIstance of a fleet of Malay proas, with their dark 
sails of mat, the snow drift appearing like foam on the water in a fresh 
breez~. The n~en appeare~ to enjoy this much, and came along cheerily, 
sometImes runmng even WIth slack drag ropes, and laughing and joking 
amongst themselves. 

ll1onday, 21st April.-Midnight, pitched tent for dinner. Ih. A.M. 

starte~; temperature + 10°: Cape Walker seen occasionally. The 
travellmg good, the snow bemg hardened very much. Fresh breeze with 
considerable drift. ' 

5h. A.M. halted, encamped, and prepared supper. Temperature-50
• 

Went to rest. During the day blowing strong from W. and W.N.W. 
Hours tr:~:lfeOtney. 9! ~h. P.M. got breakfast and s.tarted; w~nd west. A very beautiful par-
DIstance accomplished 12' hehon observed,. an~ a ray of lIght ?pposIte the sun, of a light straw colQur, 
Encampedfor'd':ner: Ii! Cape Walker 111 SIght about 7 mIles N. ~ E. compass. Found the wind 

" weather 0 very sharp; all the m~n s~ffering from frostbites, particularly those on the 
~~:~her - -_ Nb~: 5 weather. SIde. The wmd mcreasing fast, and drift rising. 
Temp. - _5° Midmght, passed through a line of heavy hummocks and landed about 

half a mile west of Cape Walker, supposed. ' 
Encamped on the beach, and went to dinner. The weather very severe' 

Thermometer_16°, with a strong breeze from N.W. I 



( 67 ) 

Tuesday, 22d April.-Confined to tent the weather being too severe 
to move; temperature - ISo, with strong breeezes. Nothing done during 
the day in consequence of the severity of the weather. 

6h. 30m. 1'.:11. the weather having improved a little. proceeded to search 

7th Journe". 
Hours traveJled - . .5 
Distance accomplished 6' 
Encamped for rest 0 

dinner - 0 
weather - 19 

the coast to the eastward and S. S. E. of Cape Walker, 1\1 f. E! ~e, assistant Wind 
\Vt'ather 

- W.& X\\'. 
- ,5. 6, h. c. m. 

• -160 surgeon of"Assistam:e," with five seamen in company, leaving our sledges Temp. 

and tents pitched. 
6h. 30m. P.}!. proceeded about 5 miles along the beach, and found the 

cliffs terminate in a long slope, which merged into a plain, at the S.E. 
extremit.y of which the loom of a high bluff was seen, but only for a few 
moments, on account of the thickness of the weather. This bluff was 
apparently the S. E. horn of a bay, Cape Walker forming the N. W. Towards 
the interior the land, as far as could be seen, lay in sloping ridges. No 
traces or marks were found of the missing Expeditions. Three hares and a 
few snow buntings were seen, with a number of bear tracks. On all the 
slopes, especially those with an eastern or S.E. aspect, a quantity of 
moss and short grass was seen. One poor little snow bunting was found 
frozen to death. Along the beach the ice very heavily pressed up, in 
many places 30 to 40 feet in height, and forced on the shingle beach a 24 hours confined to tent by 

considerable distance. bad weather. 
d (h Temp. 

11 h. P.M. returned to tent, an reported to Captain )llllIlanney t e 
unsuccessful result of the search. Received five days' provisions from Mr. 
Krabbe. The weather very severe; we were still confined to tent, the 
men getting severely frostbitten on any exposure. Temperature -ISO in 
tent. 

Tf'ednesda,1!, 23d April.-Heceived order from Captain Ommanney 
to prepare for proceeding to the southward, and examine the coast in that 
direction, holding myself and party in readiness to proceed so soon as the 
weather should moderate or cold decrease. 9h. P.:I!. The wind decreasing, 
but the thermometer still falling, showing, inside tent,-22°. 10h. Mr. 
Krabbe started for the ship with a man laid up by frostbites, ",ho belonged 
to the" Pioneer." Shortly after his departure the wind again increascd, 24 hours confined to tent by 

with much drift, and b.Y midnia-ht a fl'esh (tale. Still confined to tent. had weather. 
LJ <-' Temp. 

Temperature - 22° inside of tent. 
TltuTsday, ':24tlt April.-Thc weathcr continued very bad; a gale fi'om 

N.W., with much drift. Very miserable in tent, but. impossible to start. 
The men during the night unable to slecp, in consequence of the severity 
of the weather and the constraint of their position. 6h. 30m. got Co~finerl to the tellt up (0 this 
breakfast, and prepared to start, the weather improving fast. Temperature perIod. 
_3°. Received from Mr. Ede the depot of tcn days' provisions, prepared on 
board the "Assistance," and ret.urned to him the five days' provisions 
received from Mr. Krabbe on the 23d. This exchange increased the weight 
on the sleigh very much, making thc load considerably heavier than on 
first leaving the ship. Sh. 45m. P.M. completed stowage and started, 
receiving three cheers from the crews of the other sledges. Proceeded 
along thc edge of the ice inside of the hummocks, and, with a few excep-
tions in difficult parts, found the floe smooth and level. Made good pro-
gress, although heavily laden; found the sail of considerable use again. 
11h. 30m. passed the southern termination of the cliffs, and proceeded in 
the direction of the high bluff seen on the previous journey. The "'eather 
still thick, but occasionally clear, enabled us to make ~ straight course 
to~ar~s the bluff. Found the floe here very rough and heavy, the snow 
bemg m many places deep and soft. 

Friday, 26th April.-1h. 30m. passed the mouth of a small river. 
2h. 10m. A.M. halted; pitched tent for dinner. The wind light and 
variable; weather hazy. 3h. A.M. packed sledge and started; found the 

8th Journey 
IIours travelled 
Distance ac("omplishcd 
Encamped for rest 

1\ 
8' 

12 

floe very heavy, and the labour very severe, fi'om the weight on the sledge. 
7h. A.:\I. Halted, encamped, and prepared supper, the men being much 

tired with the latter part of the journey. The weather thick but calm; 
no land to be seen. Temperature + 2. 

7h. 30m. Got breakfast, packed sledge, and started; made very slow 
dinner 

weather 
1 
c. s. 

W. 
S 

progress, the floe being still very uneven. Proceeding towards the same ~:~~ _ 
cape or bluff seen yesterda,y. Temperature decreasing, being now -11 0. Weather -

Temp. _ 
2. I 2 

o.c. 
. _8° 



9th JOUr11E'Y. 

Hours travelled ... 7 t 
Dlstanc::: acc.'mnlished 5' 
Encamped for T~st ~ 12~ 

'~;ind 
"rcathcr 

dinner... 0 
weather... 0 

- S.B. I. 
... ... o.c. 

Temp. _120 
Detained 4 houl'S burying pro
visions. 
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Satu1'da,lj, 26th April.-3h. A.M. Landed on the beach under the 
cape; pitched tent, and got dinner; the weather very c~ld, but for~~nately 
wind light. I determined on leaving the ten-day depot of provIsIOns at 
this point, which would considerably lighten the sledge, for the last day's 
journey proved too much for the crcw. . . 

4h. 30m. Commenced digging the hole m whICh 
VISIOns. The ground being very hard, found much 
sufficicnt depth. 

to deposit the pro
difficulty in getting 

8h. Finished buryin<r the provisions, and restowing the sledge, getting 
rid of tin packages a~ m~ch as possible. Employed the crew enlarging the 
canvas boots across the instep, so as to enable the men to wear more 
w;appers on their feet, also to faci~itate putti.ng the boots on w~len hard 
WIth the cold, IlIlll1V of the men bavmg complamed much the prevIOus day. 

At 5h. P.M., thc ;veather clearing, a point was seen more to the eastward 
of our present station which had not beforc becn observed. 

lOth Journey. _ II Gh. Got breakfast, packed slcdge, and started, in the hope of reaching 
Hours tra\'ellcd ....... 
Distance accomplished I~' it in one journey. 
Encamped for rest 111 Midnight. Passed a low point, extendine: about 2' from a high sloping 

dinner _ ] 1 '-' '-' 

"Vl'nd" _ we'ather 0" bluff. Found the mcrcury frozen in the neck of the bulb. 
, - variable. d d' W h 
Weather _ _ I B,c. Sundap, 27th April.-2h. A.~I. Pitched tent, an got mner. eat er 
Temp. not taken. the mercury fine and clear, but verv cold. 
being frozen in the neck (;f the .J 

thermomet(·r. 3h. 40m. Packed up, and proceeded towards East Cape. Found the floe 
level, but \Try heavy; the snow being dry and crusted. Passed 1110 small 
bap or inlets, the coasts of \yhich were carefully examined, but no traces 
founel. 

11th JUllrlln. 
HOlir~ tran:llcu -' ] ~-~ 
Di ... tance nC~'omplishl'd l~'" 
Encamped for re<;t 11 i 

" dinner... 1 
" Imd w('ather 0 

'Viml _ vari'lblt'. 
Weather.. - 1 H ('. 
Temp. - 0 

7h .. \.:11. Halted, and encamped on the floc, not having been able to 
rcach the eastern point, as intended. The night very fine, and calm. Found 
t hc land that had appeared to be outside of East Point to be an islet. 

7h. 30m. 1'.:\1. Got breakfast, packed up, and started for East Cnpc. 
lIh. 40111. Reached it, and tCllmd the land to trend nearly due l;outh. 

Erccted a small cairn on the point, and lcft a tin case containing one of the 
printed notices. Proceeded along the land to thc southward; found the 
floc good aed hard. 

"~Iond(/y, 28th April.-2h ,\.:II. Pitched tent for dinner, a quarter of a 
mile cast of the first southern cape. I will here describe gcnerally the bay 
round \\'hich we travelled prcvious to arriving at the eastern cape. 

Ncar the beach it is low ann flat all round, with high sloping land at the 
back or interior. The cape where the provisions wcrc left is very high 
and abrupt, but at its base considerable debris, forming a long flat point. 
Throughout the bay the ice was frozen quite smooth as on a lake, render
ing it, in many places, difficult to distinguish the beach line. There were 
no hummocks, and the tide mark imperceptible. 

Det.-,veen Cape Walkcr and the high bluff' wherc the provisions were len, 
the clIffs arc composed of dark red and brown limestone, interspersed here 
and therc with veins of dark substance like bad coal. 

At the next eastern capc, or rather under it, there werc many boulders 
of yellowish stone, with blue veins in it, and flints imbedded. 'very little 
vegetation was secn on these points. From East Cape the coast of North 
Somerset near Cape Bunn'y was plainly visible. Proceeded along the coast 
to the sout~ward; found the floe smooth, except at the pitch of the points, 
where conSIderable pressure had taken place. 

5h. 40111. "Ul. Halted, and encamped on the floe, about two miles from 
the second southern cape; had supper, and to rest. 

8h. P.M. P~cked up and ~talted, havi,ng had breakfast, and given some 
necessary repaIrs to the lashll1gs, &c., of the sledge. 

Proceeded to second cape,. an~ I:assing it at Ilh. P.M. made very good 
progress along the coast, agam findmg much benefit from the sail, as the 
floe was very smooth, and a fresh breeze. 

Tuesday, 29th April.-2h. A.M. Pitched tent, and got dinner. 
3h. Started, and proceeded to the southward along the coast. 

. 4h. 30m. Passed .the last cape, .and from it observed land, apparently 
Islands, at a long (hstance, extendmg to the S.E. The floe here very 
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uneven, being composed of old icc, with large rounded hummocks lying 
very close together,-in fact, a haycock floe. 

5h. P.}I. The wind increased very much, with much drift, and the people 
getting continually frost-bittcn, we halted at .5h. 40m. P.M., and encamped 
close to No. -1 Cape. The wind north, and blowing yery hard, ,yith hea\'Y 
drift. During the day the wind fell, and the weather improved very much. 
By 6h. P.M. calm and clear, so that I could obtain a good view of the 
distant land; and there appearing to be a eha:lIlel, taking a south or south
west direction, I determined to follow round the ,,"estern coast, ~El(l on my 
n:tllrn examine the land now appearing like island8, bearing in a south ,md 
south-cast direction. 

7h. 1'.~1. Got breakfast; packed up, and proceeded along the coast, 
trending to the S.-westward. At Ilh. P.}]. passed a deep valley or ravine, 
which in summer is probably a torrent of considerablc force. The floc 
smooth, hut the snow decp and crusty, rcndering the progress of the sledge 
very tedious and laborious; this enabled mc to follow closely round thc 
coast line, without retarding the men. Midnight, weather \'ery fine and 
clear, but cold; wind ,cry light. 

TYednesd{{.1/, 30th April.-After coasting round several shallow bays, at 
2h. ,UI. pitched tent, and got dinner. 3h .. UJ. started for the apparent 
southern horn of the hay. 

411. Passed a small rocky islet, on the northern side of which the icc 
was much pressed up, and ,; wide crack, bordered with heavy humlllock~, 
extending from the islet to the land, a distance of about 4'. 

5h. 40m. A.}I. Encamped on the floc, nbout two miles to the westward 
of the islet; the morning very fine and clear. During the hours of rest 
the weather continued same. 

7h. 30m. P.}!. Got hreakfi,st, and started, intending to make a direct course 
towards the southern horn of the lmy, but found a large crack, extending 
for a number of miles off the land. This I had ";Ollle trouble in crossing, 
for in many parte; its willth was fin' or six feet, and the edgcs \'Cry 
treacherous. After passing this, the floc was L~\cl, and we made good 
progress in the dilection of the point. :.lidnight, weather fine and calm. 

2h. A.~!. Pitched tent, and got dinner. 
Tltursda.1/, 1st 1I1(f,IJ.-3h. A.:,I. Packed up tent, and started, still in the 

direction of the point. I could now distinguish what appeared to be one 
long and several smaller islands to the south-eastward. 

5h. A.}I. Cnme to a large crack, with heavy hummocks at the edge, 
formed by the pressure of the outside against the grounded icc. We found 
some trouble in crossing this, it being IT!'y wide in some places. 

7h. A.M. Halted; encamped, and prepared supper. 
During the day, the wind variable; wcathcr fine, with a great deal of 

mirage to the soutlmard. 
7h. 30m. P.~I. Packcd the sledge, and started; wind south, with fi'eqllent 

squalls. Proceeding towards the same point as ycsterday, found the floc 
very heavy, with deep crusty snow. 

Frida.1/, '2d 1111l.1j.-12h. clOm. A.~I. Reached the point; the weather 
being very thick, and blowing hard fi'Olll south, \vith heavy drift right in 
onr teeth. The men were constantly getting frost-bitten, and also com
plained of nUl~bness in their arms. I determined on stopping U)}' some 
Improv~ment III the weather, so, at 1 A.~I., encamped close to the point. 
Got dmner, and took all necessary precautions against fi-ost-bites, &c. 
Close to the tent I observed the tracks of thrce reindeer, two apparently 
old and one young. These scemed quite fi'esh, Lut were soon obliterated 
by drift. . 
. The ~vind increasing and weather very bad, I employed the crew in repair
mg theIr clothes, &c. I frequently expected the tent would have been Llown 
down by the violence of the squalls; but this, happily, did not occur. 
6h. 1'.:\1. • The wind and weather continuing equally severe as yesterday, 
rendered It unsafe to attempt to move. Midnight. 

Satu/'(la~lJ, 31 ,lft'i/·-Still confined to tent, the weather continuing with 
the same scventy as yesterday. Very wretched in the confined tent. 

2. I 3 

l~th Juurney. 
Hours trnH·llld .. R 
Di~tancc accoOlpHshcd H/ 
Encamped fur fEst .. 12 

dinner I 

"oinds" had w:al~~~v. 2.~. 
'Veather . U. c. 

13th Journev. 
Hours travelled '.. 10 
Di.,tallcc accomplished J 2' 
Encamped for rest - 13 

dinner.. I 
u bad weather 0 

\Vind -variable. 
'''cather - I B. c. 

llcgin 14th JlHlflll')'. 

14th Journey. 
Homs travelled..' 11 
Di .... tance a("l'ompli~llt!d 11 ~' 
Enc;unpc;d (or J"t.·.,t 12 

dlllllcr.. 1 
"'infi .. variable. 
". catha .. - 1 n. c. 

1.5th Journey, 
noms travelled..' .-l! 
Di~tall~e <lec(lmp!i~h('d 6'-
Enc3mped for rest 0 

" dinner· I 
" bad wt!athcl'" 18~ 

'Vind S. 
'V(,:lth~r· ·5. i. {'.c.q. 

~4 hours confined to the tent 
by uad \l'('2thcr. 



18 hours confined. 

Commence 16th Journey. 

17th Journey. 
Hours travt·llcd - .. J O! 
Distance flcl'omplished 12t 
Enr:ampcd for rest - IIi 

dinner ~ I 
Willd - - Jo.'.". W. 
'Ve:tther - - 2. 3. o. c. m. 

1 Rth Journey. 
Bour~' tra\'elled - - 11 
Di . ..,t:l.Ilcc accompli~hed 10' 
Ent'ampcd for rest 12 

dinner.. 1 
Wind - N.W. 
"'cather .. - 5,6. o.c.q. 
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Sunday, 4th May.-7h. A.M. The wind moderating, but thick fog, and 
heavy snow. Deposited a paper on the first slope of the beach. 

7h. 30m. P.}I. The weather having improved sufficiently, although still 
very foggy, packed the sledge, and started for the southern point of a bay, 
extending apparently a short distance to the westward. . 

'Found much difficulty in keeping a straight course, for the pomt could 
only be seen at intervals through the fog. Made good progress, the floe 
being smooth, and the snow light. 

Monday,5th 2I1ay.-2h. A.M. Pitched tent, and got dinner; the weather 
still thick with snow. 

3h. Packed sledge, and started, steering for the ~oint. . 
.5h. Weather clearing a little enabled me to obtam a VI~W of th~ land, 

which apparently trended to the westward and southward m the bIght of 
the bay, terminating in low land. 7h. A.M. encamped, had supper, and to 
rest. During the day fine; wind light and variable. 

6 P.M. Got breakfast; packed sledge, and started, steering for the same 
point as yesterday. Found the floc uneven ~nd heavy.. . 

Midnight. Came on a low beach, extendmg two mIles from the clIffs. 
A quantity of small vegetation, such as mosses, short grass,. and dwarf 
willow, were seen here, and also marks of hares and deer. Bemg abreast 
of the point, altered course along the beach to the southward, towards 
the next point. 

Tuesday, 6th J1!IZIj.-"2. Halted, pitched tent, and had dinner; the 
wind increasing, with drift. 

3h. Packed sledge, and started. Men suffering from frost-bites and 
strength of the wind. 

6h. A.!\!. Halted, encamped, and went to supper. 
Tuesday, 6th May.-During the day blowing fresh, with much drift. 

~ 1 hour, conlined to tent by 6h. 20m. P.M. Got breakfast, and prepared to start, but were unable to 
bad weather. proceed on account of the se\'erity of the weather. Midnight, a gale from 

S.W. R. o. c. q. 

;,;: -l huurs confined to tent by 
h~ld weather. 

Commence 19th Journey. 

I ~th Journey. 
H()lIr, traveUed - IOi 
Dlstant'c al'complished II' 
Enca'lllwd for rest - IO~ 

" 
dinner - 1 

" had weather - 2 
Wind - W. 3, 4. 
\Vehthf!r - h. c.q. 

20th Journey. 
Hours travelled - .. to! 
Distance accomplished 12' 
Nncamped for rest - 12t 

" 
dinner - 1 

" bad weather.. 0 
Wind - S. S. 
W 61ather - _ B. c. 

TTednesda.y, 7th JIIIJI.-Unable to move, the weather continuing the 
same as yesterday. Continued gale from S.W. and south, with very 
heavy drift. Midnight, weather same. 

Thursday, Stlt. ll.fay.-Still confined to tent, the weather continuing the 
same, or if anything, worse. sil. The weather improving, packed sledge, 
got break£'lst, and started, travelling along the margin of the plain, about 
three miles from the cliffs. Numerous tracks of hares and deer were 
seen. Midnight, passed the mouth of a small river. 

F1'iday, 9th j1/0:/.-1h. 30m. A.M. Halted, and pitched tent for dinner. 
Saw two deer (rein) of considerable size, of a cream colour, with dark 
saddle· shaped spots on their backs; they were very shy, and soon made 
off. Two ptarmigan were also seen. 

"2h. 30m .. UI. Packed sledge and started, proceeding along the coast-line 
in a southerly direction. A long island observed to the eastward, extending 
also in a southerly direction. 

7h. :30m. A.~I. Encamped, pitched tent, and got supper, and to rest. 
During the day very calm and fine. 

7h. P.~I. Got breakfast, packed sledge, and started along the edge of 
the low land to the southward. Midnight. 

SatllrdllY, 10th JJay.-1h. 30m. Pitched tent for dinner' observed the 
low land extending across from east to west, and connecting'the land (for· 
merly appearing like an island) to the eastward with the western land near 
which we were. 

2h. 30m. Packed sledge, and starte?, steering for the northern extremity 
of the eastern land; found the travellmg.good, and proceeded rapidly. 

6h. 30m. A.M. Halted about three mIles west of the point· encamped 
and went to supper. During the day a moderate breeze from'the south: 
ward, and clear sky. 
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6h. P.M. Got breakfast and started, travelling along the low beach to 
the westward. The ice smooth, and travelling good; wind S.E. 2. o. c. 
A great quantity of moss and other small vegetation seen. 

21st Journey. 
Hours travelled. - lOt 
Distance accomplished 12' 
Encamped for rest 12! 

dinner .. 1 Sunday, 11th May.-lh. 30m. A.M. Pitched tent, and got dinner. 
2h. 30m. Started, still coasting along the low beach in the direction of Wind" 

dark island. Weather 

bad weather.. 0 
- Calm 

6h. A.M. Halted and encamped; got supper. During the day calm but 
cloudy. 

6h. 30m. P.}I. Got breakfast; packed sledge, and started in the direc
tion of the south end of the dark island, expecting to find a channel leading 
into the eastern strait, so as to enable me to return by the eastern shores 
of the islands. Made good progress, having a fair wind and good hard 
snow. Set sail on the sleigh. 

.. .. o. o. c. 

lVlonday, 12tlt Jl a.ll.-lh. 30m. A.~I. Pitched tent for dinner. 22nd Joucoey. 

2h. 30m. Packed sledge and started, making a course for the same point Hours tmvelled - . 

d h . f h fl b h Di .. tance accomplished 14' as before; foun t e sail 0 great use, t e oe eing smoot . Encamped for rest _ JO~ 
A small bear was seen at a distance, proceeding in a southerly direction. dinner - I 

., bad weather - 0 
This was the only one seen during the journey. Wind W. & N.W. 

7h.30m. Reached the point, and at 8h. A.;I1. halted, and encamped on Weather - S. 6. b.c·'I· 

the beach; got supper. Strong breeze N. and N.W. ; sky clear; much drift. 
7h. 30m. P.}]. Packed sledge, and started for the north end of the next 

island; the weather fine and calm; passing through a narrow channel between 
the two islands. The extremities of both islands are composed of dark 
cliffs of ~onsiderable height, composed of granite, and interspersed with 
many ravmes. 

Tuesda,y, 13th }\Iay.-lh. 30m. A.~I. Arrived at the north end of the 
island (No.2) ; halted, encamped, and got dinner. After a rest set the 
crew to build a cairn on the cliff. 

This being 28 days from the ship, and being apprehensive of the fuel 
not lasting for double that time, I determined on commencing my return 
journey, more particularly as I was not going to retrace my steps, but 
return by the eastern shores of the islands, and could not know what dis
tance to the eastward they might trend. Observed the coast of North Somer
set east about 15 miles, Cape Coulman being the most conspicuous point. 

A wolf came up to the tent; he was wounded, but escaped. Here also 
the chronometer stopped, although ill its usual position on my person. 
Completed the cairn, and left the necessary papers. 

8h. P.M. Got breakfast, packed sledge, and started on our return, 
making a course for the southern point of the next island. Heavy squall 
off the high cliffs. The snow being hard and smooth we made good 
progress. 

Wednesda.y, 14th May.-2h. A.}I. Pitched tent for dinner close under 
the cliffs. 

3h. Packed up and started, and proceeded along the east shore of the 
islands. Passed several high steep cliffs, the floe running close up to their 
bases quite smooth, with the exception of a few cracks, a few feet distance. 
These cliffs are composed of granite, principally of a reddish hue, and 
about 500 feet in height. The coast of North Somerset very distinctly 
seen to the eastward. 

6h. A.M. Halted, encamped, and prepared supper, and went to rest. 
Being close under the cliffs, and well sheltered by them and some large 
hummocks, we passed the warmest night we had yet experienced, and were 
also enabled to dry our furs. 

6h. P.M. Got breakfast, packed sledge, and started. The floe con
tinuing smooth and hard we proceeded fast, passing two low points, and 
then arrived at the N.W. termination of No. 1 island. Midnight, weather 
fine, wind light and variable. 

Thursday, 15th May.-lh. 30m. A.M. Pitched tent and dined. :2h.30m. 
packe~ up and started, proceeding tD the S.E. point of next island. The 
travellmg good, but wind increasing fast. .5h. 30m. hauled under the 
lee of the point, and encamped. Blowing very hard during the day, but 
luckily had good shelter from the cliffs. 

Thursda,y, 15th May.-6h. 30m. A.M. Got breakfast, packed sleuge, 
and started, coasting along the north end of the island. Built a small 

2. I 4 

~3d .Journey. 
Hours travelled' 6 
Di .. tance accomplished 6f 
Encamped for rest 12 

" dinner.. 1 
" bad weather.. () 

Building cairn 5 
'Vind .. N. 'V. 
\\'t,'ather .. 6 b. c. q. 

24th Journey. 
Hours travelJed .. 9 
Distance accomplished.. II' 
Encamped for fest J 4 

" dinner.. 1 
" had wcather. 

Weather .. 4.6. U. c. q. 
Wind - N.W. 

25th Journey. 
I lours tf<H"l'lll'd IO! 
Di"tance accomplished II' 
Ellcamped for rc<;t • 12! 

dinner.. 1 
" bad weather 0 

Wind - W. & :\.W. 
\Vcather - 2.6. h.c. q. 
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~6dl JOlllne\". ,cairn on the point, leavina' papers in it, and started across the floe for the 
Hours travelled . 11 --
Distance accomplished - I ci old station called Musk. Midnight. . 
Encamped for rcst -_ lll~ 12h.30m. Reached the point, and examined the Cairn. 

dinner 
- S.2. Friday, 16th ~May.-This land being now ascertained ~o consist of an 
- b.c.q. island, I proceeded to examine the coast north from the pomt. 

Win,\ 
"'cather 

27th Journey. 
HOllr'> travelled .. lO~ 
Distance accomplished 13' 
Encamped for rest .. 12-4-

" dinner.. 1 
" had weather.. 0 

'Vinu .. calm. 
'Veather .. .. o. h. v, 

28th Journey. 
Hours travelled .. IO;~
Distan.:e accomplished.. lIt 
Encamped for rest 1~1 

" dinner.. 1 
,. bnd weather.. 0 

\Vind.. .. variable, N.'V. 
"~eather .. 10. c. m. s. 

29th JouTney. 

24 hours detained hy bad 
weather. 

24 hours detained by tall 
weather. 

23 hours confined tcz tent by 
bad weathcr. 

211. A.:l1. Haltcd, pitched tent, and got dinner. " 
3h. Started, and proceeding along the north coast we soon arrived at Its 

western extremity, from thence striking across the floc to the next northern 
point; thiR we reached at 6h. 30m. 

6h. A.:I1. Halted, encamped, and got snpper. Took angles and bear
ings to the extreme north tangent. 

7h. l'.~l. Got brcakf.'1st, packed sledgc, and started across the floe .for 
No.4 south point. Found the travelling very heavy, the snow bemg 
deep. Midnight, the weather very fine and calm, the land very much 
distorted by refraction. 

Saturday, 17th 11/o//.-2h. A.M. Pitched tent and dined. 3h. started, 
making a course for No.4 point as before. Floe s~ill very hea,:"y, 

Procceding towards No. ·1 point, passed a large In the Ice, WIth a.heavy 
ridge of hummocks on cach side. Found the weath~r very warm, Ind~ed 
the warmest this season as yet. The land very much dlstort.ed by refractIOn. 

6h.30m. Encamped on the floe about the centre of the bay. Went to 
supper and rest; got angles, &c. It proved so warm in the tent during the 
day, that the pcople slept on, instead of inside, their blanket bags .. 

6h. 30m. P.:lI. Got breakfast, packed sledge, and started, steerIng. for 
same cape; the weather overcast. We did not get on fast this evenmg, 
the floe being heavy and snow soft. 

Sunday, 18th .Ll1ay.-12h. 1.5m. A.~I. Reached the cape, and proceeded 
to the next northern, but slowly, the ice being hummocky and rough. 

2h. 15m. Arrived at the point; pitched tcnt for dinner. 
3h. Packed sledge and started, proceeding to the northward, along the 

icc close to the cliffs. The sky cloudy and overcast, with snow; wind light 
and variable. 

6h. A.i\!. Halted near No.2 point; encamped; got supper, and to rest. 
During the day, wind ?\.W., misty and hot. 

6h. :30111. P.:ll. St.arted after breakfitsting and packing sledge. Pro
ceeded for the eastern point of the small island seen on the outward journey, 
but which was not examined. The travelling bad, the floe being uneven. 
Midnight, a fresh hreezc fi'om N.W., with considerable drift and increase of 
cold. 

111ond(/.y, 19th JIII/I.-1h. A.M. Abreast of the cape where the provisions 
were left; proceed on towards the east point of the island. Wind and drift 
increasing. 

!'ih. 10m. llounded the N.E. point of the island, and the weather be
coming ,'Cry severe: wind rising, with heavy drift. At 5h. 30m. A.M. pitched 
tent for the day; got supper, and to rest. Got angles to Cape Walker and 
high bluff. During the day a gale from N. W., ,,,ith continued heavy drift. 

6h. P.M. Wind and wea.ther the same; could not proceed. Midnight, a 
gale from N.W.; very heavy drift. 

Tuesda:ll , 20th May.-6h. A.:lI. A gale fi'om N.W.; very heavy drift. 
Confined to tent, and very uncomfortable. Midnight, the weather the same 
as before. 

rVednesc!oy, 21st Ma;lJ.-6h. A.:lI. Wind and weather the same; the drift 
perfectly blinding. This is certainly the worst weather we have yet en
countered; during the morning a strong gale fi'om N.W. with heavy 
squalls and drift. Midnight. ' 

Tl~u.}'sda.1j, 2~d .May.-Unable to move fi'om tent. To give some idea of 
tl?e drIft, I WIll only state that frequently the sledge could barely be 
dIscerned from the tent door, although only about five yards distant. 1h. P.M. 

win,d moderating; weather improving. .5h. P.M. the gale broken. 
tih. P.M. Got br~akfast; packed s~edge, and started for the depot; ob

served a lo\~ fI.at Island about !?2 mIles N.W. in the direction of Cape 
Walker. MIdmght, fresh breeze, but fine; moderate drift. 
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F1'iday, 23d .May.-Travelled fast, the floe being hard and smooth, pro
ceeding in the direction of the depot point. 

2h. 30m. Reached the point; encamped and got dinner. Commenced 
digging up the depot of provisions. Employed arranging provisions, &c. 
on sledge. 

sh. 30m. Got supper, and went to rest. The day fine; wind light and 
variable. 

6h. 30m. P.M. Got breakfast and started, making a straight course for 
Cape Walker; found the floe in some places very rough and heavy; but 
made fair progress. Fresh breeze N.W., with occasional drift. Midnight. 

Saturday, 24th Mo,y.-2h. A.~[. Pitched tent and got dinner. 
3h. Packed up and started; proceeding inside the hummocks, on the 

smooth ice between them and the beach. 
6h. Om. A.~1. Arrived at the old encampment at Cape Walker. En

camped and prepared supper. I proceeded to examine the caiJ'l1 erected 
here before; but found that no orders had been left. During the day 
the weather fine and vcry warm; thc land on the opposite shore plainly 
visible. 

8h. P.M. Packed up and started, passing through the line of hummocks 
before mentioned, and keeping well to the westward to avoid the ridges 
of hummocks we had encountered in crossing over. 

llh. Observed some dark object on the floe, a long distance off, which 
were at first supposed to be seals; but which proved to be a travelling 
party, under command of Mr. KrabbC>, from Her Majesty's Ship" Assis
tance," having some provisions, and for this party among the rest, and not 
the lcast welcomc was some prescrvcd milk and extra tea, which is a great 
luxury to persons in our situation. \Ve pitched the tents to communicate 
our respective intclligence. After which, got dinner. 

Sltndoy, 25th JI a.y. -1 h. A.~[. Packed up and started. Mr. Krabbe pro
ceeding to Cape Walker. Found the floe very good and made fast 
progress. 

6h. A.M. Encamped; got supper; our position was about 10 miles from 
the cape. Found it very warm and comfortable during the day. 

7h. 30m. P.". Got breakfast and started. The weather overcast, and a 
fresh breeze from N. \r. Got the sail up and proceeded fast; by obtaining 
occasional glimpses of Lowther and Brown Islands, I was enabled to make 
a very good course, frequently assistcd by the sledge marks of previous 
travellers crossing were here and there occasionally visible. Midnight, 
weather very thick, with snow. 

j~londa!J, 26th JJo!J.-Ih. 30m. A.~[. Pitched tent for dinner. 2h. 30m. 
Packed up and started; having a strong wind and sail set, the sledge went 
along as fast as the men could keep up with it. 

6h. Om. Halted; encamped; got supper, and to rest. During the day 
blowing very fresh from N. W., with squall of snow. 

7h. P.M. Packed up and started; making a course for Brown Island, to 
clear the hummocks; made rapid progress, the wind being strong. Midnight, 
weather clearing, observed Griffith Island and Sommerville Island; altered 
course, steering for west end of Griffith Island. 

Tuesday, 27th May.-Observed aline of hummocks lr to the eastward. 
lh. 30m. pitched tent; got dinner. 2h. 30m. started; making a straight 
course for west end of Griffith Island. 

5h. 30m. A heavy squall from west, with drift and fog, compelled us 
to st?p. Encamped, and got supper, and went to rest. During the day 
blowmg very fresh in squall, with snow. Midnight. 

7h. P.M. Packed sledge and started; Brown, Sommerville, and Griffith 
Islands in sight; steering for west end of Griffith Island. 

1O~. Came to the ridge of hummocks rising between Griffith and Som
merville Islands; and after a good deal of hard work and heavy dragging 
we cleared the northern edge; from thence the floe is tolerably smooth 
into the point of Griffith Island. 
. Wednesday, 28th May.-Ih. A.M. Pitched tent; got dinner. lh. 40m. 

packed sledge, and started for the next point of Griffith Island; observed 
2. K 

50th Journey. 
Honrs travelled - 6i 
Distance accomplished 8' 
Encamped for rest .. 12 

" dinner.. 1 
" bad weather.. 0 

Detained getting depot 4 
Wind - N.W. 
Weather - 4 b. c. 

31st Journey. 
Hours travelled .. 10-1-
Distance accomplished l:~/ 
Encamped for rest .. 12i 

" dinner.. 1 
:\'" ot detained by weather. 
Wind - N.W 
Weather - • 3. 5. b. c. q. 

32d Journey. 
Hours travelled .. 8 
Distance accomplished 10' 
Encamped for rest .. 13 

" dinner.. 1 
Detained communicating with 
:\Ir. Krabbe 2 

3~d Journey. 
Hours travelled .. 9t 
Distance accomplished 14' 
Encamped for rest .. lSi 

" 
dinner.. 1 

" bad weather.. 0 
Wind _ N.W 
'Veatbcr .. 5 D.C.50 

34th Journey. 
Hours travelled 9~ 
Distance accomplished lS~ 
Encamped for rest - 12!-

dinner - 1 
" bad weather - 1 

Wind • N.W. 
Weather - 5. o.c.q ••• 

35th Journey. 
Hours travelled 9 ~r 
Distance accomplished I S¥ 
Encamped for rest - 1 S~ 

dinner - 1 
Wind - N.W. & calm 
Weather • 4. I. b. c. m • 



( 74 ) 

a. party ahead. 211. Met a travellin~ .party under :r.ieutenant Mecham, 
proceeding to Cape Walker, with prOVISIOns for Captam Ommanney. After. 
pointing out a good passage through the hummocks, we p~rted. Reached 
the point of Griffith Island, at 5h. A.M., found a startmg party under 

56th Journey. Lieutenant Cator, encamped off the point. 
Hoars travelled - - 4t d t W th thO k Distance accomplished 6' 5h. 30m. Encamped; got supper, an to res. . ea er very IC, 

Eocampedeor rest 0 with snow. Wind southerly. . 
W"md dinn~r ;aria~le. 7h. P.M. Got breakfast, and started for the ship. Weather calm and 
Weather - 1 o.&b.c. clear. 8h. 30m. rounded the point, and came in sight of ships. 

End oftbe Journey. lIh. 30m. Arrived on board "Resolute;" have been met and 
welcomed by Captain Austin and a number of the officers and crews of 
the squadron. 

(Signed) WIL. Hy. BROWNE, 
Lieutenant in charge of Sledge. 

ABSTRACT of the REPORT of the PROCEEDINGS of the Sledge " ENTERPRIZE," 

Number of days out 
Number of days home 
Total hours travelled 
T?tal dis~ance ~ravel~ed } Estimated 
DIstance m a dIrect lme 
Total hours encamped for rest and dinner 
Total hours detained by weather 
Mean rate of travelling per day: Out 

Ditto ditto Home 

28 
15 

328 

{
375 
142 
447 
257 

10' 1 
11'2 

I have every reason to be satisfied with the provisions supplied for 
travelling, except in the pemmican, which might be reduced a quarter of a 
pound per man per day; and could more fat, tallow, or spirits be spared, I 
think a quarter of an nunce of tea, and half an ounce of sugar per day, in 
addition, would be an illlprovement. I would also suggest the use offrozen 
oil during the early part of the journey, reserving the tallow until 
the warmer weather 

The clothing very good, but if seal-skin dresses could be obtained. I 
would prefer them. The canvass boots are very good, but should be made 
very large at the instep, so as to allow of being easily put on or taken off 
when frozen. I would recommend a much longer sledge, say 11 feet 
6 inches, instead of' 8 feet, with an increased depth of 4 inches, and, if 
strength would allow, to be made a little slighter. The canvass casing 
answered very well, and if oiled would, I have no doubt, float the pro
visions and men over any moderately wide crack in the floe with safety, 
taking care not to overload it. 

For sleeping, I would recommend the substitution of buffalo skins for 
wolf skins, although a little heavier, but one skin would, I think, be 
sufficient to lie upon; and instead of the upper skin, I would recommend 
two blankets sewed together lengthways, and covered with duck for the 
outside or upper covering; this would be sufficiently warm, and would not 
collect the drift and snow so much as the skin. 

The cooking apparatus answered extremely well, but would be better if 
constructed of tinned copper. . 

(Signed) WIL. Hy. BROWNE, 
Lieutenant in charge of Sledge I, Enterprize,~ 

REMARKS, &c. on the LAND and ICE travelled over by the Sledge 
" ENTERPRIZE." 

Between Griffith Isla~d and Cape Walker the floe was for the most part 
very level, and by keepmg well to the westward, that is, about five miles 
from Lowther Island, ~ll the hummocks. may be avoide?, except the lines 
thrown up between G!1ffith and SomervIlle Islands, whICh must be passed 
through.. Be-yond thiS the floe was level until reaching Cape Walker, 
where avery heavy pressure has taken place, the ice being driven upon 
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the beach, and in many places huge blocks forced up on the slope formed 
of the debris from the cliffs. 

The cape itself is a high cliff, or rather series of cliffs, runnin!)' in a 
N.W. and S.E. direction, but the highest part or cape, I think, face~ N.E. 
The cliffs are composed of red sandstone, with masses of conglomerate, 
and veins of dark-looking substance, like bad coal. From Cape Walker, 
proceeding to the southward, the cliffs terminate (about two miles from 
the cape) in a long slope, reaching down to flat land adjoining the sea. 
The ice also becomes comparatively smooth. The land retains its undu
lating character until reaching No. 1. Cape, which is remarkably steep 
and abrupt, but it stands alone, for the sloping and undulating land con
tinues from it to the eastern cape, which is steep, but with a long 
level spit or tongue of shingle extending to the N.N.E., consisting of 
limestone. 

On the slopes near Cape Walker considerable vegetation was seen, 
although early in the season, and some was also seen at the base of 
No.1. Cape. Three hares, perfectly white, were seen near the cape, and 
a few snow buntings; one of the latter was found fi'ozen to death in this 
inhospitable land. 

Shortly after leaving Cape Walker, the ice becomes smooth, continuing 
so right up to the land. No tide-mark could be observed, giving me the 
idea that the floe was frozen solid to the bottom. Once for all, I may 
here state, that this was the case in all the bays around which I travelled, 
and confirms me in the original impression. 

From the east cape the cliffs to the southward are steep, and consist of 
limestone; but at No.4. Cape the land resumes its undulating form, con
tinuing so all round the bay, on the S.W. side of which is a remarkably 
round hill, apparently stratified in a diagonal direction. The southern 
extremity of the bay is a small but steep island, with considerable debris 
extending from the cliffs, and in the hollows a great deal of vegetation. 
Here I first saw the traces of reindeer; three tracks were seen, and quite 
fresh. 

From 4 to .5, the ice retains the same character as before described, the 
flatness of the land adjacent to the sea rendering it almost impossible tu 
ascertain the line of coast. About two miles inland the cliffs and high 
sloping land appear broken here and there by ravines. All the flat land 
was covered with moss and short grass and occasional tufts of dwarf 
willow; there are also many pools of fresh water. I had here the pleasure 
of seeing two reindeer and a few grouse, but all so very shy, that I could 
not get within shot of them. 

On crossing over to the islands we lose the flat land, for the shores of 
all these are steep and high, especially the eastern shore. The north end 
of Island D, where I terminated my journey, is composed of dark green 
granite of very fine close texture, and exceedingly hard and heavy. Pro
ceeding to the northward along the east coast of the islands, the fioe is 
very smooth close up to the cliffs, which continue steep. This ice appears 
to be of old formation, and but small pressure to be perceived along the 
coast. 

Taking into consideration the state of the ice in this strait, I must say 
that it is my opinion that this channel is rarely, if ever, sufficiently open 
for the purposes of navigation. 

At the termination of our outward journey, a wolf came close up to the 
tent; he was wounded, but effected his escape, although pursued some 
distance by two of the party; the animal appeared to be very thin, and 
was of a light grey colour, with considerable darkening near the muzzle 
and head, and about the size of a Newfoundland dog, only narrower in the 
chest; the print of his foot was very large, with the two middle toes pro
jecting considerably beyond the others. 

(Signed) WIL. Hy. BROWNE, 

Lieutenant in charge of Sledge " Enterprize." 

K2 



:Flag, a Blue S'lU&ro. 
" Respice finem:' -" Look to 
the end." 

6.20 p.m. Ther. 110 + ill 

shade. Wind S.E. 4. 

10 p.m. Ther. 160 + on floe. 

5 miles march. 
2 a.m. of 16th. 
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Enclosure 10 of No. 11 of 1851. 

JOURNAL of Her Majesty's Sledge" INFLEXIBLE," attached as Limited Party 
to the South-western Searching Division. 

Limited to Lieutenant Browne. 

Apr/:Z 15th, 1851, Tuesdo.y.-Left the ships in company ,,:ith Captains 
Austin and Ommanney, officers, and men, with the exceptIOn of those 
necessary to remain on board. Arrived at the encampment with the 
advar.lCed sledges about 9 h. P.M. . 

The men then had their grog served out to them, and some tea which 
had been prepared by the party left in charge. . . 

Captain Austin then read a prayer, shook hands with the officers, 
addressed a few appropriate words to the res~e~t.ive sledge cr~ws, and too~ 
his leave with three hearty cheers, the dlVlslOns proceedmg on thelr 
different routes at-

The weather very unpromising, much wind and snow. .Rounded the 
high N.W. bluff of Griffith's Island, obtaining only an occaSIOnal glimpse 
of the land. 

After a disagreeable walk of about five miles we halted for the night, 
the weather preventing our extending the march until the period intended. 
Visited the tents to inquire if any men indisposed. 

2 a.m. Ther. 150 +, floe. Wednesday, 16th.-Encamped amidst hummocks; floe much cracked 
Encamped. and uneven from the effects of the tide. After a substantial supper of 

soup and tea we turned into our blanket bags until 4 h. P.M., and rested 
well. 

6.10 p.m. Ther. I~O+ .floe. Started over an uneven floe for about a mile, when the walking improved 
Wind S.S.E. 5. 35 + 10 tent. for abont two hours, we then reached a ridge of high hnmmocks about 
On march. two miles. Road extending from Griffith's towards Somerville Island, 

over which we dragged with difficulty the sledges, using from time to time 
the pickaxes to removl;! impediments. 

I J.30 p.m. Wind S.E. with Halted for luncheon " weather still thick. 
drif\. 

1 a.m.. On march. 

3.45 a.m. l\Iiles walked 9. 
Ther. 20° +, floe. 

3So + in tent. 
Encamped. 

4.30 p.m. 
6.30 p.m. 
On march 11.50 p.m. 

I •. m. Wind S.S.E. 6. 

4.15 a.m. 11 miles made good. 
Ther. 200 + on floe. 

4.50 p.m. Ther. ~5° + . 

6.50 p.m. 

11.25 p.m. 

Ther.1oo+. 
I~.SO a.m. Wind S.W. 4. 

Thursday, 17th.-After a meal of cold pork and grog we proceeded. 
The hummocks becoming less numerous until they terminated in a level 
floe covered with about four inches of recent snow. 

Pitched tent, and eagerly sought the bag, after enjoying a hearty meal 
of hot pemmican. 

Awoke refreshed; read prayers, and breakfasted. 
Lashed up and moved on; floe improving. Brown, Somerville, 

Cornwallis, and Griffith's Islands in sight. 
Lunch. Up tent. 

Friday, 18th.-Down tent, and proceeded. The floe level and with less 
snow. Men in high spirits. Tallow used at luncheon for fuel with 
spare kettle. 
. Ha1t~d for the nig?t. Wind increasing. The monotony of the floe is 
mdescnbable, the thIckness of the weather preventing vision extending 
beyond a few yards; hence, the necessity of fi·equently changing the leading 
officers and sledge, the eye becoming speedily wearied and incapable of 
detecting the ridges or raised portions of the floe. Lowther Island seen 
fo~ a few minutes, bearing W.N.W. from tents. The men appear to 
enJoy a cup of tea even more than their grog at supper. The warmth of 
the weather caused our blanket bags and wolf skins to be completely 
saturated with moisture. 

Awoke, called up the cook, read prayers, and breakfasted. 
~tartcd wit? all. well, . excepting the bombadier (Elliott). who com

plall~ed ofhavmg sllght dJarrhooa, probably from change of diet. 
Pitched tents for lunc~eon; ~his we. found necessary throughout, to 

prevent the men from bemg chilled while standing in the wind Gave 
medicine to bombadier. . 

Saturday, 19th.-Down tents, and moved forward. Could occasionally 
see a part of the cliff of Lowther Island free from snow. 
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Encamped for rest. Weather clearing. The bombadier better. Men -la.m. Tber.250 + onftoe. 

in good spirits and eager to advance. Their repose is generally sound. 47.°+ in tent. 
and refreshing. 

Wmd N.W. Miles run II. 

Started with better weather; Cape Walker in sight. Floe covered with 6.50 p.m. 
recent snow; very heavy dragging. tiaw six seals at a distance, but 
could not approach within shot, without being perceived. Thickness of Midnight. 
ice at seal hole about three feet. Lunched, and advanced at 1 h. A.~r. Ther. ~~:: !o~~nt. 

Sunday, 'JOth.-Halted and turned in. Sick man better, nearly well. 5 a.m. Ther.26° + fiae. 
Floe covered with loose fresh snow; heavy for sledges. Miles made 10. 

Awoke; read prayers; breakfasted. Saw a small flock of snow 3.30 p.m. 
buntings (Emberiza nivalis) going northward. No land in sight; 
weather very thick, with snow. 

Breeze fi·eshening. Loom of land to south-westward. 
Sunday, 20th.-Broke up the camp. Breeze increasing, n'e made sail 

by using the tent pikes for mast and yards, with the floor cloth as a sail. 
This, when the breeze increased to about 5 or 6, was quite equal to three 
men on the drag ropes where the snow was deep, but in some parts of the 
floe uncovered it was sufficient to move the sledge by itself, the men 

Ther. 500 + in tent. 
24°+ on floe. 

6.50 p.m. Th,·r. 24° + 
10 p.m. On march. Sail. 

merely guiding and assisting at the inequalities. The kites did not answer Kites. 
SO well, fr'Jm their occasionally falling, and giving trouble in agam getting 
them up, but in justice to them, it must be said the wind was not steady 
but in squalls. Land about Cape Walker in sight, partially covered with 
snow, apparently consisting of high buttressed cliffs. 

Luncheon. 

Mortday, 21st.-Weather thick; Cape Walker indistinctly seen; eagerly 
moved forward, everyone anxiously looking for the moment of our arrival, 
hoping to gain some clue to the position of the lost Expedition. 

There being no chance of reaching land this march, we encamped. 
Elliott the bombadier quite recovered trom his slight attack. 

::\Iitini,::!ht. Tber. 80 + 
Wind :\.:-J.W. 6. 

12.45 3.m. On march. 

5 a.m. Ther.I5"+ 
Miles made 10. Encamped. 

Awoke early; the morning's routine having he en gone through, we again 4 p.m. Ther. 5°_ 
set forth with alacrity. 

Beautiful parhelion. 7.10 p.m. Ther.120
-

Towards midnight, we approached the land of Cape 'Valker, a cliff Approach to land. On march. 
about 500 feet in height, of a bold picturesque appearance, with debris 
extending in some parts twu thirds up the face of the rocb. To the 
westward the clift' becomes lower, and terminates in low shel ving land. 

The ice on the shore is heaped up in many places to the height of 30 or Ice ncar shore. 
40 feet. 

We came to a part of the pressed-up ice much lower than the rest, and 10.30 p.m. Mil •• made 4. 

here by partially unloading the heavier sledges, and levelling the road, we 
eft'eeted a passage, and encamped on the shingle beneath the high cape. 

The wind freshening, it was arranged that the search for traces should Ther.160_. 1I.20p.rr. 
be delayed until the men had a short repose with refreshment; and this Wind :\.K.W. 6. Encamped. 
was more particularly necessary, as many were getting rather smartly 
frost-bitten in the face, hands, and feet. 

Tuesday, 22d.-About 1 A.~!. was sent for to see a man belonging to 
tl?e " True Blue" (Charles Marshall), who had both his feet severely fi'ost
bltte~. Instead of changing his boots as desired, after the day's march, he 
remm.ned ontside the tent cooking, and when he removed his boots to 
turn 111, found his feet in the state mentioned. The usual means were 
taken to restore circulation, and the man ordered to remain in tent. 

Ther 228 _, flee. 
10°_, tent. 

Fro:::.t-bite. 1 a.m. 

V~site.d tents, and found that George Francis, marine, had the stump 6 p.m. Encamped. 
of hiS little finger fi'ost-bitten; he belongs to the" Adventure" sledge, 
Robert M'Clean in the foot, and Peter Simpson in the thumb; the last, 
however, were slight. 

Start~d with Lieutenant Browne, and party of men from" Enterprize" and 6.30 p.m. Search afthe Cape 

" InflexIble" tents to search the S.E. portion of the cape. The wind fresh, ~:.:~~s~:~, r;'~i;~J.6n-. 
,,:e~ther rather thick. Received by pett.Y officer during my absence pro-
VISIOns and fuel for five days from the sledge" Success." 
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Shore, nature of. 

Geological remarks. 

Emberiza nivalis. 

Lepus glacialis. 

10'SO p.m. Ther. 26° -. 

lee at extreme of cape. 

5 a.m. Tber. 26°_, fioe. 
20°_, tent. 

Second day in tents. 
Ther. 26°_, floe. 22°_, tent. 
WiodN.N.W. 

6 p.m. 

Departure of" Success." 

9 p.m. 
Portage of frostbitten man. 

5 a.m. Ther. 26°_, floe. 
20°_, tent. 

To find cairn and boats. 

Encamped for part of day. 

Departure of Lieut. Browne. 

R p.m. Ther. 6° -, Hoe. 

Wind N.W. S. 

On march. 

10 p.m. 

I a.m. Ther. 10°_. lIoe. 

5'SO a.m. Miles run 9. 

Encamped. 

Frostbite. 

4'15 p.m. Ther. 16°-, lIoe. 

Seareb beach. 
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We proceeded along the shore, which co~sists of the. debris of th.e cli1!s 
heaped up into irregular terraces by the actIOn of the Ice, and varymg In 

depth, from the base of cliff to the floe edge, fro~ 200 to ~,OO )'ards.. The. 
nature of the stone is conglomerate, or "puddmg-stone, wIth whICh the 
beach is strewed. Immense masses rent by the action of frost lying in 
every direction. 

The composition of the masses found. on the debris and the debr!s itselt 
was that of limestone and greenstone, umted by red sandstone, the pIeces of 
the former being rounded and smooth. This kind of structure obtained as 
far as we proceeded to the S.E. Occasional patches of moss. grass, and tufts 
of sax if rage were met with on the S E. aspect; and here we saw a smal~ fl?ck 
of( Emberiza nivalis) snow bunting, and a couple of hares (Lepus glaclahs). 
A walk of abont 6 miles. From the S.E. extremity of the cape stretches 
for about a mile a low flat point, covered with but little snow, and forming 
one side of a bay, the opposite of which was formed by a rounded bluff. 
The weather coming on thick we could not see any distance. The only 
marks of human beings ever having visited this coast were the remains of 
5 huts (Esquimaux), of very ancient date. 

Returned after an unsuccessful search for our mlssmg countrymen. 
The men in walking back against the fresh breeze were slightly frostbitten 
in their faces. 

At one point the ice had been pressed up to the height of 50 feet, a 
magnificent pile of huge white masses, tons in weight, thrown together in 
the wildest and most imposing manner. 

Wednesday, 23d.-At 2 h. A.M. Mr. Mecham and Hamilton returned from 
an examination of the western part of the cape. Nothing found. One 
hare seen, and snow bunting. Captain Ommanney had had a cairn built 
during our absence. 

Captain Ommanney took possession of the land in the Queen's name, 
with the usual ceremony. The man Marshall being prevented from 
walking, it was thought necessary to send him back by the" Success." 

Gave" Success" two days provisions and fuel. 
" Success" parted for ships with three hearty cheers, the other crews 

assisting over the range of hummocks. The man frostbitten was placed 
in a blanket bag, and enveloped in the wolf-skin blankets, and laid in a 
couch on the sledge formed of tent, blanket bags, and haversacks. Men 
suffering much from severity of weather. 

Thursda.lJ, 24th.-The wind still unfavourable, and the temperature 
low, we deferred our start until more favourable weather. The boats 
however were buried at the back of the cRirn. The face of the cliff has 
one or tW? remarkable ravines marking it; to the right of the deepest. 
(~hen facmg the land), and at the base of. a r~markable natural pinnac~e 
of rock, about half way up the broken cliff, IS placed the cairn, wherem 
were deposited the usual documents and information. 

Towards the afternoon the weather moderated, and as the little breeze 
remaining was favourable for the S.E. party, Lielltenant Browne started, 
having been supplied with five days stores by me. The men of 
" Inflexible" asked leave to drag the" Enterprize" for a few miles with 
the other crew, but the weather still improving, it was determined that all 
parties should start at once, when we parted with three cheers. After 
passing the hummocks we came upon a good floe, and the wind fell light. 

Passed the heavy hummocks. Men well and in good spirits. 

Friday, 25th.-A brisk march, but floe heavy. The land lower and 
covered with snow. 

Brought up for night. Captain Ommanney slipped into a crack and 
wet his feet. Visited tents. One of the captain's men, Edward Privett, 
severely frostbitten in great toe. 

Arose and prepared for march. Sunshine and calm. Walked on shore, 
searched the beach, and mounted a hill; the land appears to trend to W.S. W., 
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and becomes very low, so that it is difficult to distinguish between it and On mmh. 10 p.m. 

the floe. On my return I found the tents pitched, and all hands in their i:;:;.,~~~-:-' floe. 5 mile,. 

bags. Captain Ommanney had detennined to change the time of travelling 
from night to day, as another man had been frostbitten (Stephen Howe). 

Saturday, 26th.-This being the first day travelling, the men were 7 a.m. Ther. 60_, floe. 

ordered to wear their veils. Prayers and morning routine gone through 
as usual. 

Halted for luncheon. Started 1 h. 15m. P.M. Midday. Ther. So, floe. 

The ice here appears to be very old, it is uneven, and covered to a great State offloe. 

depth with snow. We travelled outside the range of hummocks, the On march. 

quantity of recent snow on the beach rendering it impossible to advance 
quickly on the inside. A search was kept up by two officers walking 
along the shore. This day we saw recent tracks of a solitary deer, and Tracks of animals. 

numbers of those of foxes, and some of hares. The land low and running Halted for night. 

more to S.W.; water very shallow. About eight miles from the shore a ~ p.~ .. IT~er. 10
0

;;-. d' 

small island was seen by Captain Ommanney. The water here is shoal c':red~ an near s ore IS

for many miles; hummocks and small bergs aground even out as far as Miles made 10. 

the island. Young and Lowther Islands in sight. Encamped. 

Weather very severe. No more frostbites. Francis, marine, and Elliott, 12 p.m. Ther. 350_, floe 

complain of eyes; both wore veils. 15
0
_, te~t. 

Sunday, 27th.-A light breeze springing up, with the low temperature, 8 a.~. Ther. 34°_, floe. 
. dId . Ed P" b d d d h' Detamed m tent captam e aye startmg. . nvett s toe very a ; recommen e IS . 

returning as soon as possible to ships. 
Lunch. 
A fine clear day, with light air from W.N.W. 

Lowther Island seen. 
Halted for night, at 5h. P.M. 

Nights very cold. 

12.30 p.m. 

Mirage to the eastward. Ther. 14°_ in shade, 100+in 
sun. 
Miles made 9. 
5 p.m. Tber. 14°_, floe. 

Midnight. Ther. 34°_, floe. 

JJfondmj, 2Sfh.-A woke early, and after the usual routine visited the Ther. 250_, floe. Encamped. 

tents. Captain Ommanney having determined to send back Privett and 
Francis, the worst frostbites, I was ordered to supply their places from 
my own crew. Francis Dow joined the captain's sledge in lieu of the 
former, and Wm. Caldwell of the latter. Gave the two extended parties 
each five days provisions and fuel, and the two limited parties three days; 
thus leaving eleven days provisions to bring me back to the ships. At 
the time of leaving I had three men, Privett, Francis, and Rumble, with 
frostbites. and two who complained of their eyes, Elliott and Drover, the 
former had been on the list before leaving' the ships with snow blindness. 
We exchanged shm'els with" True Blue," tent brush with" Succour," and 10i all proceed. 

gave the little we had saved to those proceeding. This done, we parted IO! a.m. 

with three cheers. . 
After leaving we steered N.E. direct for Griffith's Island, and halted I p.m. On march. 

for lunch at lh. P.!\!. The floe very heavy, and of some age. The 
. weather thick at starting but towards evening caught sight of Young, 2 p.m. 

Davy, and what we supposed Garrett Islands. Lowther Island was 
not seen. 

Halted for night. Used the Tr. opii, or laudanum, to the men's eyes. 6 p.m. Ther. )40_, floe. 
10 miles made. Encamped. 

Tuesday, 29th.-Breakfasted. Dressed frostbites, and dropped opium Ther. 54°_, floe. 4 a.m. 

into the men's eyes, which were better this morning. Immediately on Encamped. 

encamping, those who complained of their eyes were put into their bags 
at once, and a handkerchief bound over the eyes to prevent the light 
reaching them as much as possible; and in the daytime being placed 
second at drag ropes they had no occasion to use their sight in finding 
the way. 

Started. Floe old and uneven. Land near Cape Walker seen, and 9 a.m. Ther. 70~ On march. 

during the morning by refraction we saw Lowther Island. 
Lunch. Water brackish. Course E.N.E. Weather less clear. 12'30. p.m. Ther. JiO-. 
Halted 6h. P.M. for night. Halted 6 p.m. II miles. 
Ther. 31 0

_ during night. Ther. 510~ 

Wednesda,y, 30th.-Men improving; weather clearing; little or no wind. 7 a.m. Ther. ItO_, 1~ mid. 

Lunch and away 12h. 30m. After a short walk over the old floe we day. Ther. 4°_, 

came to floe much broken up and very old, this was about 6 or 7 miles from On march. 
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5.90 p.m. Wind S.E. 2. 
Miles run 14. Encamped. 

Ther.17!0_. Wind S.W. 4. 

63.m. 

11.90 a.m. Ther.4!0_, 

5.50 p.m. Miles II. 
Ther. 7 !O_. Encamped. 
Ther. 2!0. 9 a.m. 
I p.m. TIler. 1°_. 011 
march. 6 p.m. Ther. 4°_. 
Miles 10. 

Ther. Ilo+. Wind 7 S.W. 

36 hours in tent. 
I p.m. Ther. 4° +, tent. 
II p.m. Thcr. 7° +, tent. 

7 a.m. Ther. 7° +. 
On march. 

12 midday. Mile_ made 5. 

5 p.m. Land seen. Miles 
made 5. 6.30 p.m. 

I! p.m. Miles made 4. 
Total 14 mil.". 

12.20 p.m. 

5.30 p.m. 
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Lowther Island and between it and Cape Walker; it was connected by a 
tongue of old ice to the floe we had been traversing, but on every other 
side it was surrounded with last year's ice. We then reached the young 
floe, and proceeded at a brisk pace. Before halting a brace of ptarmigan 
(Tetrao lagopus) alighted near us on the floe, but flew away towards 
Lowther Island before there was time to uncover the gun. 

Halted after a good day's work. Cape Walker, Lowther, Young, and 
Davy Islands in sight. 

Thursda,1j, lJ£a;1} Ist.-Weather thick, Lowther Island only seen. 
Broke up camp at 6h. A.M. Men's eyes improving. Feet and fingers 

better. 
Halted for lunch. Down tent at 1 h. P.M. 
Stopped for night. Young floe as far as eye could reach. Thick weather. 

Friday, 2d.-Down tent, and away we went, with all sail set; as much 
as ~len could do occasionally to keep up with sledge. Lunch, and off 
agam. 

Thick weather; no land seen; wind increasing. Halted for night. 

SatUJ·da.l}, 3d.-The wind having increased to a gale, with much drift, 
and Privett's foot not being quite so well, we kept the tent for the day. 

The whole of the coverings wet from the mildness of the weather. 

Sunday, 4th.-The weather moderating, but thick; no land in sight. 
From the appearance of the floc, altered course more to the northward. 
Fell in ,,·ith traces of }Jr. Krabbe's party. The men eagerly pushed 
forward, and we ~oon carne to the hummocks that indicated our approach 
to land. 

Halted for luncheon until 1 h. P.:\[. 

Halted, and gaw the men tea, when they offered to push on to insure 
our reaching the ship on the next day. Saw traces of bears. The 
weather only cleared for a short time, when we found we were six miles 
from Griffith's Island. Halted for night . 

. Monday, ;jfh.-:'Ilen greatly improved and in high spirits. Weather 
clear. 

The distance from the ship about fourteen miles; as the men were 
anxious to reach the ship, I thought it better to proceed alone, picking 
out the road through the hummocks beforc they started, and then to 
proceed to the ship, and send out an auxiliary party to bring them in, 
which would thus reach them by lunch. 

1 arrived at the ships about 12h. 20m., when I was kindly welcomed 
by Captain Austin and the officers of the " Assistance," who had come 
out to meet me. 

A party was immediately despatched to assist, and arrived about 
5h. 30m. at the ships. The men were in good condition and high spirits, 
and the frostbites had not in any way been aggravated by the 
Journey. 

N.B.-The thermometers are given as taken in the shade' and as the 
daily routine was the same throughout every particular, h~s not been 
given each day. The provisions, fuel, and equipment will be remarked 
upon on the next page. 
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The lantl marked with the small letters consists of-
a Limestone containing fossils. 
b Hed sandstone. 
c Conglomel'ate or pudding-stone". 

The island A is about 8 miles off the coast. 

Estimated number of miles tl'avelled 
Number of hours walking 
Number of hours encamped 
Number of days from ship 
" umber of days with party 
I nmber of days returning 

j 75. 
165. 
286h.30m. 
20d. 6h. 30m. 
13. 
7. 

NAMES of Crew, with exchanges. 

George Drover. 
Francis Dow, exchanged for Ed. Privett, of" Reliallce." 
Thomas Rumble. 
Thomas Copland. 
John Elliott. 
William Caldwell, exchanged for Geo. Francis, of" Adventure." 

Geneml Remm·ks. 

The men started in good health and spirits1 and! natwithstanding the 
severity of the weather pushed on with eagerness. The frostbites which 
required three of the men named to be sent back to the ship were occa. 

L 
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sioned by the sudden and severe change which took place a few days 
after startiug, and by the want of covering for the feet, from the small 
size of the canvass boots allowing only one pair of blanket wr~ppers to be 
used. The men then walked in their canvass mocassins wIth as much 
woollen clothing to their feet as the mocas~ins woul~ allow, an.d no oth~r 
case occurred. The slight cases of snow blmdness YIelded easily, and In 

a short space of time, to the tincture of opium or the wine dropped into 
the eyes night and morning. The whole of the men lost flesh, but 
improved in their general health; and after the few first days consumed 
nearly the whole of their allowance. The thirst which tormented them 
at first gradually became less, and the exertion of dragging was then borne 
without the same amount of perspiration as at first. 

Remarks upon the Equipment. 

The plan of equipment is excellent; but I beg leave to recommend the 
following trifling alterations, believing that they would add materially to 
the comfort of the party. 

Tent enlarged half a cloth, and doubled for about a foot and a half 
from the ground at its windward end. 

Floor-cloth sufficiently increased so as to turn up three or four inches on 
all sides. At present is not waterproof, although a Macintosh. 

Wolf skins. The upper one two feet longer. 
Cooking appamtus. Not sufficiently strong. 
Another kettle for procuring water indispensable. 
Clothing sufficient but for the feet. Mocassins during the cold weather 

would be better than boots; they require to be of large size, and to wrap 
round the leg by flaps as high as the knee. 

Provisions ample. Fuel however might be increased with great advan
tage; and tea with sugar substituted for their weight of pemmican, for a 
warm evening drink. 

Biscuit might be increased a little, 
Spirits (rum) quite sufficient. 
Chocolate much appreciated. 
The lime:juice was much prized by the men. 
The floor-cloth fitted as a sail gave considerable assistance to the men. 

In concluding my journal, permit me to mention the conduct of the 
men, which throughout was of the highest character; their obedience and 
desire to do their utmost being only equalled by the good temper with 
which they bore the necessary privations. 

CHARLES EnE, Assistant Surgeon, 
In command of H.M. sledge " Inflexible." 

---------

Captain AUSTIN to Mr. CHARLES EnE, Assistant Surgeon, of Her Majesty's 
Ship "Assistance." 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," at Winter Quarters 
between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, 

Sir, 12th May 185l. 
I have to ackn,owledge the receipt of your journal of proceedings 

from the 15th ultImo to the 5th instant, which is very interesting and 
satisfactory. 
_ y o~r " zeal and activity" spoken of by Captain Ommanney, the manner 
III whIch :rou have perf~rmed the service intrusted to you, and the care 
and attentIOn you have displayed towards the men who met with casualties 
deserve my en~ire approbation. And I am much pleased at your being abl~ 
to report so hIghly of the conduct of the men who were with you which 
has been made known to them. ' 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain, &c. 
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Enclosure 11 of No. 11 of 1851. H.M. Sledge "Success.' 

Her Majesty's Sledge" SUCCESS," auxiliary to Captain OMMANNEY. 

Mr. FRED. J. KRABBE, Second Master, in command. 
--------

Men's Names. Age. Rating. To what ship belonging. 

-- --~-

Fredk. J. Krabbe 26 2d Master " Assistance." 
Thos. Armstrong 27 G. Mate " Jno. Heyden 26 A.B. " 1'hos. Northhouse 23 " " Thos. Wilson 30 

" " Wm. White 28 
" " Robt. M'Clean 25 G. R. Cook " Intrepid." 

Geo. Custance 24 Stoker " 

JOURNAL of PROCEEDINGS, whilst attached as an Auxiliary to the South
western Division of Sledges, and during the return to the ships. From 
15th to 28th April 1851. 

Th b · h h Th t k fi Weights at starting. e eanngs t roug out are true. e temperatures are a en rom Constant _ _ 3521bs. 
the mean of the thermometers present when in company with other 42 days provisions, &c.910 -

I d . h' h' h k 'fi h h" t I' I 2 Halkett's boats - 72_ 
S e ges, sillce W IC time t ey are ta en rom t e s Ip s me eoro oglca Dip instrument _ 10-

register, as the nearest approximate obtainable. The officer having no 
thermometer. 7)1,344 

. . . Equal per man to - 192 lbs. 
Tuesday, 15th April.-P.M. 6h. 20m. Left the ship III company WIth all = 

other sledges' crews, Captain Austin, and a party of officers to walk to the S.E. 4.0.s. Ther. + 110. 
encampment at the sledges, previously advanced 6r. 9h. 10m. arrived 
at do., relashed the packages on sledge. Captain Austin read a prayer, 
and addressed the parties. 10h. proceeded, "Reliance," "Succour," 
" True Blue," "Adventure," "Enterprize," and" Inflexible," in company. 
Parted company with western divisions and parties froIll the ship, with 
three hearty cheers on either side, and all the parties in the highest possible 
spirits. Weather very thick, with snow, occasionally seeing glimpses of 
Griffith's Island. 

Floe better than expected from the late falls of snow. Midnight. S.E. 7. o.q.s. 

Wednesday, 16th.-A. M. 2h. Encamped, still snowing heavily. Had First Journey. 
. d h r- f . lTd' p.m. of 15th, and a.m. of 16th. pemmICan supper an tea, t e lormer eaten 0 very sparmg y. urne Ill; Estd. dist. llt'. 

blankets warm enough, but damp and cold coming through the Macintosh Wind S.S.E. 6. o.s. 
floor-cloth and under blankets, fi'om snow thawing underneath us. rher. + llo. 

P.M. 4h. Roused up. Breakfast; remains of last night's pemmican S.E. 6.7. o.q.s. 
much relished; packed the sledge. 6h. proceeded; steering by compass, Ther.~: t~~~ : ~~~: 
but with difficulty, fi'om the hummocky nature of the ground. 9h. cut a 
passage with pickaxes through a heavy chain of hummocks. Weather 
very thick. lOh. 30m. clear of hummocks, and had soft flat ice, but very 
heavy dragging from its present sludgy nature. llh. erected tent for Midnight, N.E. 7. o.m.s. 
lunch. Ther. + 15°. 

TAu1'sday, l~th.-A.M. Ih. proceeded; ground very level, but sludgy; 
apparently new Ice. 4h. 10m. encamped near some small hummocks. No 
land seen to-day. Supper of soup. 

P.M. 4h. 30m. roused up. Prayers, and breakfast. 7h. weather clearer. 
Saw land. Took bearings as per margin. 7h. 20m. proceeded, steering b'y 
compass. Level floe of new ice, with a heavy range of hummocks to S.E. 
all day. 

Tried rate of men's dragging on good floe by pacing, and found as 
follows: 

600 paces = 500 yards, or i', in 9 minutes,} I' . 
allowing 5 minutes halt in each hour _ equal to 1'2 per hOUl. 

11h. 50m., erected tent for lunch. 

Second Journey. 
Estd. di,t. 8' W.S.W. 
Ther. + 20°, 

5.S.E. 8 or 9. c.s, 
Ther. on floe + 20° 

in tent + 26°, 

Bearings. 

Griffith Island S. pt. 
N.pt. 

Somenille Island 
Browne Island 

points. 
S·HE. 
N.5tE. 
N·tW. 
N.2W. 

Friday, ISth.-A.M. lh. proceeded. 4h. 15m. 
much, encamped. Had supper. S.S.E. 7-s. o.q. 

wind freshening very S.S.E. 6.7. o.q. 

L2 
Third Journey. 

Estel. dist. 8' S. W. i W. 



s.w. S. 0." 
Ther. on floe + 25° 

in tent + 400 • 

Fourth Journey. 
Estd. dist. 10' S.W. t S. 

North I. a.m." 
Ther on floe + 25°. 

in tent + 47°. 

Fifth Journey. 
Eotd. dist. 10' S. W. by S. 

N.N.W. S.o.m.s. 
Ther. on floe + 24°. 

N.N.W. 6. o.m.s. 

Ther. on floe + 100. 
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Noon. Latitude by meridian altitude 74 0 
24' N. 

P.M. 4h. 30m. roused up. Prayers and breakfast. 6h. 20m. proceeded. 
llh. 25m. erected tent for lunch. 

Saturday, 19th.-A.M. Oh. 30m. proceeded. ":'eather very thick. No 
land in sight. 4h. encamped. Floe good draggmg throughout the day. 
A cliff of Lowther Island occasionally seen. 

P.M. 5h. 30m. prayers. 6h. breakfast. 6h. 3~m. proceeded for Cape 
Walker, in sight, estimated distance from !atItude and bearmgs 20'. 
Floe very heavy from fall of snow during the mght. 

9h. saw five seals on the floe; officers tried to shoot do., but they 
dived on their approach. Thickness of seal-hole (apparently perfect 
lower edge of ice) 3 feet. Midnight, erected tent for lunch. Ther· 
mometer ranging from + 10° to + 25 ° in an hour. 

Sunday, 20th.-A.M. Ih. proceeded. No hummock or other object in 
sio-ht renderino- it very difficult to steer in straight course. 5h. encamped. 
H~d' supper. ~ Men's appetites fast progressing. Cape Walker not in 
sight. 

P.M. 4h. 30m. roused up. Prayers, and breakfast. 6h. 50m. proceeded. 
Floe very level, but heavy deep snow. lOh. made sail. N. by W. 6.0.m.s. 
Found the· sail answer admirably, quite equal with most sledges to the 
force of three men, and with some, the mere keeping the drag-rope taut 
was sufficient to keep them running 11' per hour. Kites were used also, 
but the sledges did not give them sufficient resistance to prevent them 
frequently falling. They are a great auxiliary in a.lifting the bow of the 
sledge, but on the whole they are more bother than they are worth. 
Saw Cape Walker, but no other land around. Midnight, erected tent 
for lunch. 

Sixth Journey. Monday, 21st.-A.M. Oh. 45m. proceeded. Cape Walker in sight, but 
Est dist. 10' or II'. S.W. is. h h' k .. r b t t 5h fi d' ld t t . weat er very t IC ; nearmg It last, u a . ., n mg we cou no ge 

there that night, encamped. Highest part of Cape S.S. W. 3' to 5'. 
W.N.W. 6. b.q.m. 0 P.M. 5h. 30m. prayers; breakfast. 7h. 10m., started for the cape. 
Ther.onfloe-12. Ob d b 'fi 1 hI' f' . 1 . h 11 '11 f serve a eautJ u par e JOn, 0 pnsmatIC co ours, Wit a sma pI ar 0 

light rising from the opposite horizon to an altitude of from 120 to 15°. 
Wind very keen, and a great many frost·bites received on the hands 

and faces. Floe still continuing level. At what was supposed 1~' from 
the land, came to the old floc, with a small chain of broken-up ice 

Seventh Journey of 4 hours. between them. lOh. 30. came to a heavy chain of ice and hummocks of 
Estd. dist. 4'. an enormous size, from 15 to 30 feet in height, aground on the beach, but 

a passage through them, and hauled sleighs over. 11h. 20m. encamped 
on the beach. Orders to wait for operations till the morning. 

Total di,tance to Cape Walker The land on nearing it appears high, and that part which may be un· 
58!'=9' per day. doubtedly called Cape Walker precipitous, with cliffs of 500 or 600 feet 

in height, pretty free from snow, with loose rubbish at the bot.tom, where 
it has been broken away by frost. A bay, about 15 miles across, forms to 
south·eastward of it, and terminates in a high cape or promontory, probably 
about 500 feet. To the westward it continued high and cliffy, but more 
than 12' or 14' could not be seen from thickness of the weather. Imme· 
diately to the right of the cape, about 2UO feet up the cliff, is a conspicuous 
projecting roc1_, and directly underneath it we afterwards erected a cairn 
and deposited records. This is the spot a depot would be looked for, 

W.N.W.6 to 7. b.q.m. 
Ther. on 110. _200. 

in tent _16°. 

should it be again visited by the return parties. 

Tuesday, 22d.-Change of temperature in the tent in three days, 63°. 
P.M. 5h. Read prayers; had breakfast. 6h. Officers present proceeded 

in each direction from the cape, to search the ground narrowly for any 
traces. Another party build~n.g a cairn o~ the beach, on the spot abo~e 
shown. Gave five days prOVISIOns of all kmds, and fuel, to each sleigh III 
company. To" Reliance" opening knife and crossbar. Found to·day 
several of the men had been frost-bitten on the feet, as well as hands and 
fac~s, and that Charles Ma~sball, leading hand of" True Blue," would be 
oblIged to return to the ShIpS. Robert M 'Clean's (of my own tent) foot 
much blistered; under care of medical officer. 
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Wednesda.1J, 23d.-A.M. Officers returned £i'om examination of the coast, W.N.W. 6. b.<.q. Ther. _21°. 

havino- been 6' or 7' on either side of the cape, and to our great disappoint-
ment 0 without finding slightest traces of our missing countrymen. Old Detained by weather in tent. 

remains of an Esquimaux settlement were seen to south· eastward. Two Officers searching coast. 

hares were seen, but not obtained. Weather too severe to proceed. 
P.:I!. 6h. prepared for a start; read prayers; had breakfast. 8.30. W.K\y . .I. b.c.m.q. 

Captain Ommanney took possession of the land, in the name of Her most 'In:: no ~~Ot;~/oe. 
Gracious Majesty, with the usual ceremonies. Gave over the Halket's 
boat to Captain Ommanney. Received two days fuel and provisions from 
" Inflexible," and from the "True Blue." Charles Marshall to drag back 
on the sleigh. Sent Thomas Armstrong, G. mate, (volunteer,) to fill his 
place. . 

9h. Proceeded, with exchange of three hearty cheers on either side. 
Left all the sledge parties here, waiting a milder temperature to commence 
operations. The crews all in the highest spirits, though suffering much 
from severity of the weather. Following old tracks; ollicer on d:'ag rope. 

Thursday, 2.Jth.-A.:.!. 2h. Erected tent for lunch. Found White, Cus-

Left Cape Walker. 
Weights on leaving. Ibs. 

CotiSlant .. 352 
Provi"ions .. 160 
Marshall .. 190 

6)702 

tance, Heyden, and M 'Clean severely bitten on the feet, and most. of the Per mall 117 

crew with frost-bites on hands and faces, and suffering too much to go on. \,"X\y. 5. b.c.m. Ther.-270. 

Prepared for rest. Placed people on two thirds allowance of provisions, 
having six days now left, and the late severity of the weather, and crippled First Return Journey. 

state of my crew rendering the date of return to the ships most precarious. N.E. ~ K. 6t· 

Reduced spirits partially fi·ozen. 
p.3!.-N.W. 6. Men's hands and feet still bad, and weather too severe x.\\". 6. o.q.m. 

d 6 d I d Confined to tent. to procee. h. rea prayers; la supper. 
11 h. wind moderating, and temperature much milder. Prepared for a W.N.\\". 3. c. Ther. - 7°. 

start. Had breakfast. 

Friday, 25th.-A.M. I h. proceeded. All the men able to go on the 
drag-ropes, except Marshall, though two were doing but little; officer 
assisting. :Following old tracks. 3h. made sail. 7h. Rtopped for lunch. 
,h. 15m. proceeded. Floc yery level, but S\10W deep and heavy. 
9h. passed encampment of Sunday 20th; unable to sec old tracks. 
Down sail. Officcr ahead steering by compass. lIh. 30m. stopped and 
encamped. Supper. Sun too misty for observation. 

Lowther Island, N. extreme N. 8° w.} 
" S. extreme N. 43° "T. Encampment. 

Cape Walker, S. 39~ ° W. 

Saturd((y, 26tlt.-A.M., snow drifting" a little. ltead prayers. Breakfast. 
Ih. 3Um. proceeded. Officer ahead conducting the sleigh. :3h. recovered 
old tracks. Officer on the drag-rope. 71i. 20m. stopped for lunch. 
Thermometer-lio. Frost-bites on fingers and hlce yery numerous. Whilst 
drinking luncheon grog, fcund it become complete sludge in the pannikin. 
ih. 30m. proceeded. 7h. 40m. passed encampment of 19th instant ill 
lat. 74° 24' N. Floe pretty good, but snow soft. lOh. 20m. passed a 
lunch. ~ncaml?mellt. llh. 30r,tl. stopped and encamped. Tried to take 
a merIdian altitude, but frost-lntcs too frequcnt. on the hands t.o be able to 
perform that dut.y. 

Estimated distance, N.E. ,1, X., II'. 
Lowther Island, South point - W. } 

" North" N.W. ,~ W. E 
G 'ffith I I d N E - 'l1campment. n san, .W." X. c. 1,)" E. ,i E. 

" S.E." E. ~ N. 

Second Return Journey. 
Estd. dis'. II'. N.E.! N. 

Ther. +2°. ,,',N,"',2.b.c.m. 

S.S.E. 5. C.Ill. Ther. - 21°. 

Ther. _ lio. 

Third Return Journey. 
XE.-!-X.II'. 

Sunday, 27th.-.uJ. Oh. 15m. An old bear and cub 
100 yards of tent, but made off 011 seeing us in motion. 
Breakfast. 

came to within X:-;.E . .i.r,.~.q.v. Ther._2.1". 

Read prayers. 

2h. proc.eeded. Heyden obliged to be put on the sleigh from crippled 
state of hIS feet, as well as Marshall. Following old tracks. Officer on 
drag-rope. 

5h. rounded the N.W. edge of hummocky ground extending in to 
Griffith's Island. 

L3 

'Vcights on sleigh. 
Constant 352 Jbo;. 
Provisions .. 100 Ibs. 
Two men .. 3601bs. 

5 men and officer 6)8121~s. 

IJer man.. .. 135 Jbs. 
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Bearings at N.W. extreme of broken ground. 
points points. 

Griffith Island, S. end - S. 7~' E. I Lowther Island, N. extreme N. 6~ W. 
N N 51. E S." S. 6~ W. " .".... 2 . " 

Somerville Island, centre, N. 2 E. Brown Island, centre, N. 
5h. 30m. passed encampment of 18th instant; quitted the old tracks, 

and proceeded straight for N.W. point of Griffith Island. E.dge of broken 
ground close on the right. Floe very level, and good draggIllg. 

9h. 20m. stopped for lunch. 9h. 30m. proceeded. . 
N.N.E. 5. b.c.m. Ther.-12°. P.M. lh. passing through a heavy range of hummocks runlllng N.W. 

and S.E., and forming western boundary of some broken ground. Level 
patches between the ranges. . . 

Fourth Return Journey. 2h. 20m. encamped; supper, &c. Resumed full allowance of provlSlons. 
Estd. dist. IS'. Brown Island on W. end of Somerville, N.N.W. 

Griffith Island, N.W. bluff, N.E. by E. ! E. 6'. 
" S. W. point, S.E. t E. 

North 1. b.c.v. Ther. _22°. Monday, 28th.-A.M. Read prayers; had breakfast. Ih.40m. pr~ceeded. 

Fifth Journey. 
Estd. dist. 14 miles. 

Officer on the drag-rope; passing through chains of h,:unm?cks. Wlt~ level 
patches between. 4h. passed a heavy range, runnmg III dIrectIOn of 
Somerville Island, and came to old floe. 7h. 30m. passed ~. W. bluff of 
Griffith Island; Rtoppcd for lunch. 7h. 40m. proceeded. .lOh. passed 
the N.E. point. lOh. 30m. met by a party of officers, who assisted at the 
drag-rope. Noon, a fatigue party from the ships took the sledge to drag. 
12h. 30h. arrived at ship. Carried invalids to their own ships. 

Distances tra veIled in REMARKS ON THE EQUIPMENT, &c. 
gE"O. miles. 

lst half day 
2d whole day 
3d 
4th 
5th 

Tot.l dist. to C. Walker 

Average per day 

Cooking apparatus. 

Second required. 

6,,' Macintosh floor-cloth is not in any way waterproof, and the heat of the 
I:~: men's bodies in sleeping thaws the snow under them, cau~ing great cold 

IS' to strike up from the floe, and cramp to nearly all, during the night. 
14' Cooking Ap}Jrtmtus is of excellent pattern, but not strong enough 
58' to stand wear and tear, the solder coming off from rim of kettle, &c. A 
-;;- second one of strong material, fitted with a tallow lamp, and a simple 
= kettle to hold 6 pints, and of same diameter as the other, to admit of the 

frying or stew pans being used in it, would not only be advantageous to 
every sleigh, but becomes actually required to give the men a warm meal 
at breakfast, or to have tea at supper. The saving of time in preparing 
for rest, or for proceeding, would be very great; whilst the increase of 
fuel would be none. 

Daily fuel can and funoel. There should be a daily can for fuel spirits, as well as one for drinking, 
and a small funnel is indispensible. Tent brushes of coir are too brittle. 

Clothing. 

Provisions. 

A greater quantity of clothing for the feet required, I should think at 
least 3 pairs of blanket wrappers and of larger dimensions than those 
issued; 2 pairs of boot hose, and two of mocassins, which should be very 
large and open in the instep, to admit any quantity of clothing, and then 
secured to the feet by strings. The snow boots should be taken for early 
parties, and leather for the late ones. The canvass travelling boots merely 
require to be much larger across the feet, and would then be extremely 
useful, especially if cut down the front and fitted with a large overlap 
tongue, coming from the toe, up the leg, and bound round with lashings. 
All other cquipments appear to answer admirably. 

Chocolate is most desirable for breakfast; the allowance is also very 
good; and tea with fuel for it at night. Should it increase the weight too 
much, a.q~arter of a poun~ of pemmican daily might well be dispensed with. 
Lemon JUIce and sugar mIXed together to be taken, as it seldom freezes. 

When there is no object in the amount of weight on the sleigh an in
crease of fuel is the greatest luxury the men can have. The rest of the 
provisions are excellent. 

REMARKS ON THE STATE OF THE ICE. 

To the s.outh-westward of Griffith I~land is a g.reat quantity of hea:vy 
broke~.up Ice, the n~rthern edge of whICh extends III almost a straight hne 
to a dIstance of18 mIles, S.W. by W. ! W. from the N.W. point of Griffith's 
Island, and then turns in to S.E. 
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At 5 miles distant from the same point is a range of broken-up ice, with A range of hummocks from 
level patches between the hummocks, which runs in south-easterly and ~'I Pt.I 1of Grd iffith to Somer-

d . fi ' ,. b d h v, e san. north-westerly direction, an IS rom 2 to 3 III rea t , and divides what 
appears to be the old from the new floe; the former being complete to 
the north-eastward; whilst nothing but the latter could be seen to the 
westward and south-westward. 

Thi~ floe had no hummocks of any consequence on it, and extended to New floe extends to Cape 
within I},' of Cape \r alker, when apparently the old floe again began, a Walker. 
small chain of hummocks parting them. Immediately on the beach at the 
cape is a heavy range of enormous hummocks from 15 to 30 feet in height, 
though at a quarter of a mile off the ice is scarcely broken. The new State of new floe. 
floe had from 2 to 6 inches of snow on it, with hard clcar ice underneath, 
and was 3 feet thick at a seal hole. 

I should think the constant pressure of ice from the westward has formed Probable cause of state ofice. 
the broken-up ice south-westward of Griffith Island, which was probably 
prevented from drifting out of the straits by some of the old floe having 
been brought up against S. \Y. point of this island and the shores of North 
Somerset, leaving open water to south-westward of it during the last 
season. 

I feel much pleasure in testifying to the great good conduct of all the 
men under my charge. The untiring zeal with which the various duties 
were performed, and the manly conduct of all, when suffering considerably 
from the severity of the weather, were almost more than I could have 
hoped, and well worthy the great cause in which we were embarked. 

(Signed) FRED. J. KRABBE, Second Master, 
late in command of Her Majesty's Sledge" Success." 

Submitted for the consideration of Horatio T. Austin, Esq., C.B., Captain 
Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," and in charge of the Expedition. 

Captain AUSTIN to Mr. FRED. J. KRABBE, Second Master, of Her 
Majesty's Ship" Assistance." 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," at Winter Quarters 

S
. between Cornwallis and Griffith hlands, 
Ir, 3d May 1851. 

I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of your report of 
proceedings from the 15th to the 28th ultimo, and to express my 
satisfaction therewith. 

Your zeal and usefulness, spohn of by Captain Ommanney, and the 
manner in which you have performed the service intrusted to you deserve 
my entire approbation. 

I am much pleased at your being able to report so highly of the 
conduct of the men who were with you, which has been made known to 
them. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain, &c. 

Enclosure 12 of No. 11 of 1851. 

To ~HERARD OSBORN Esq., Lieutenant of Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," 
III charge of the Steam Tender" Pioneer," commanding the Western 
Branch, Southern Division. 

By Horatio T. Austin, Esq., C.B., Captain of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Resolute," and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas. 

IN order to insure as extensive a search to the westward and southward 
from Cape Walker as can be accomplished, I intend that an examination 
shall be proceeded with in a more westerly direction, simultaneously with 
one southerly, sh?uld the space now a blank upon our charts admit thereof. 

The\'efor~, havI~g full reliance on your judgment, zeal, and general fit
ness for thIS serVIce, I readily comply with your desire to be employed 

L4 
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therein' and as Mr. Webb, your junior engineer, in a very praiseworthy 
manner'has volunteered to accompany you in lieu of a man, and you are 
desirous to receive him as such, I readily give my assent thereto. 

You will therefore take under your command the officer and men (in
creased one man to provide for a casualty) named in the appendix here
unto attached who, one and all, have volunteered and been chiefly selected 
by yourself fo~ this service, and who, with their sledges, have been under 
your control and responsibility for preparation and equipment since the 
10th ult.; and as soon as in every respect complete and ready, proceed 
under the orders of Captain Ommanney to cross the strait for Cape Walker, 
who as soon after arrival there as possible, will enable you to proceed in 
exe~ution of these orders, which are, to carry out separately to himself a 
line of search to the westward and southward into any channels or inlets 
up which it may appear probable for any ship of the missing Expedition to 
have proceeded, and on your route to examine closely for any traces of them. 

You having reached such point beyond which your resources would not 
be aided by the limited p'trty, you will direct its return, first completing 
your own therefrom, at which period there. i.s reason to hope that suffie.ient 
will be known of the strength and capabIlIty of every Qne to leave lIttle 
in doubt on that head, taking care that the resources of the returning 
sledge are adequate to insurc its reaching the ships in safety, and acquaint. 
ing me, or (if morc convenient) stating verbally but carefully to the officer 
for my information your anticipations of the extent of search you may be 
able to accomplish, and the probable date of your return. 

Should the limited party, without lessening your resources, be able in 
its homeward route to take up the search of Young Island and the eastern 
side of Lowther Island, I desire that you will direct it to do so. With this 
in view, there will be 011 the south-western extremity of Lowther Island fully 
seven days' provisions for the return of such party from thence to the shi,ps. 

I wish one of the printed notices with which you are supplied deposited 
each day near your encampment. 

You will keep a journal of your proceedings, and a track of your route, 
for transmission to me, and direct the officer of your limited party to do the 
same. 

Should you come npon land now a blank in our charts, between Cape 
Walker and Banks Land, you ,,·ill take possession of it in the name of the 
Sovereign of our country, giving it and its prominent points letters or num
bers for distilH.:tion, but reserving all names for consideration hereafter, and 
making such observations, sketches of headlands, &c., as your acquirements 
and circumstances will permit; all of which, with the data from which the 
results will have becn deduced, you will transmit to me as soon as conve
nient ~fter y~ur return. At .the same time, you will distinctly understand 
that dlsc~ve!les and ohscrvatI~ns are wholly secondary to the great object 
of. 0';11' mlsslOn,-tlte most actzve, earnest, and persevering searcll. for OUI' 

lJIISSIJlg countrymell, any of WhOl~l should you have the happiness to meet, 
and they be unable to return WIth you, must he assured that no human 
effort shall be wanting to give them succour and relief. 
. ~n the event of casual~y arising to yOUl:s~lf before .separation £I'om your 
lImlt~d party, you are referred to the provISIon made 111 the appendix before 
mentIoned. 

I Adeem it de~il:able to c~ution you, that in the ~vent of your depositing 
?epots of .pl:ovlslOns at dIfferent stages to prOVIde for your return, how 
Impor~ant It IS that. they should?e so arr~nged. with regard to proportion 
and dIstance as to msure a suffiCIent quantTty bemg always at command in 
the event of unforeseen detention. 

I must also express my convicti.on of every possible care being necessary 
to preserve the eyes from snow blmdness and the feet from chafe as also 
of the advantage to be derived under present circumstances fro~ eatinO' 
sorrel, if such can be obtained. 0 

Jt nmy only remains for me to direct your attention to the following 
pomts, VIZ. : 

First.-:-That the ~eople havi~g undergone the privations consequent 
u~on a wmter ~assed m ~he~e regl~ns, may not be equal to so lengthened 
a Journey and further privatIOn as If fresh from a more genial climate. 



( ,"9 ) 

Second.-The increased labour and difficulty of travelling after thawing 
has commenced; and 

Third.--The uncertainty of the time at which a disruption of the ice in 
the strait may take place. 

All of which must guide you in the extent 'of your journey out. 
BelievinO' that all has now been done that the resources of the Expedition 

will allow ~nd human foresight can devise, I commend you and those with 
you to the care of the Great Disposer of all events, who is too wise to err 
and too good to be unkind? to. direct, sustain, and preserve you in your 
undertaking of labour and pnvatIOn. 

Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," at Winter 
Quarters between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, the 7th of Ap:'il 
1851. (Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 

The ApPENDIX referred to. 

fLieutenant Osborn 
~Ir.Hcnry P. 'Webb 

Extended Party. 1 Thomas Marshall 
Provisioned and equipped Edward Spencer 

for -!() days, with one ,"Villiam l\I' Arthur 
runnel' sledge. Edward Thomas 

l'T ohn Green -
lIenry Fussell 

fMr.Vesey Hamilton 
Peter Simpson -

Limited Party. 1 John Scarlett -
Provisioned for -!~ (lays, ,J HIn", Beall -

and e'[nipped for 28 days, (,{corge Francis 
with one runner sledge. Stephen Howe 

l Francis ". ebber 
,Villiam .Mauger 

= As:'t. E~g. 3d Cl~ 1 
= 1:~: flIer i\',I, ,~jc"ty's 
_ AD :-;111[' 

. . '·ltc~ulLltt·:' 
- A.B. 
- Private Ri\L J 
- l'rivatc RIlL 
- Mate. 1 
- Boatswn.'s i\Iate. 

-kD. fH Ill' . er 1 "Jc:,ty" 
- Primte RIlL 'I' 
_ Private RIlL :-; lip 
_ -" t.n. " J\:-;:--istancc." 

- A,D. J 
- Icc Qtr.-i\Iastcr, 

In the event of casualty arising to yourself before separation from yonI' limited 
party, yon will deliver yonI' orders to Mr. IIamilton, who will proceed in execution 
thereof: 

(Signell) II. T. A. 

Lieutenant OSllORN'S JOURNAL. 

TU('Sr/II.Y, April I Iitlt.--6.:30. 1'.~1. Left winter quarters in company 
with all sledge crews, under the orders of Captain Horatio 1'. Austin, C.B., 
to the place of general departure under the N. W. bluff of Griffith's Island. 

9.30. Reached the sledges. Captain Horatio T. Austin, C.B., read 
prayers, and bid the various sledges good-bye. The divisions then pro
ceeded on their different routes, cheering each other. Wind S.E. :J. q. g. ~. 
In company with S.\V. division under Captain Ommanney, rounding the 
N.W. blnff. Midnight, Boe heavy, from recent fall of snow. Ditto 
weather. 

Wednesdrry, ApT/'l I6tlt.-I A.~1. Lost sight of Griffith's Island. :2. En
camped 3' S.W. from N.\\'. bluff; Boe cracking occasionally from effects 
of the tide. 6 P.~I. The division struck their tents and proceeded to the 
S.\V., reeving through and crossing tiers of hummocks formed by the pres
sure of Boes ; labour undergone by sledge crews very gTeat. \Vind S.W.; 
temperature +14.° II. Halted to lunch. ~ 

ThuJ'sda,y, April l7fh.- I).Fi. AM. Division proceeded. 1.30. Cleared 
the pressed-up ice, and reached even floc; progress slow frol11 recent fi1ll 
of snow. ;3.30. Men complained of fatigue; encamped. Griffith's Island 
N. \r. bluff N. by W. Temperature + 20.; S. E.; 8. o. f. drift. 

4 P.~J. Wind 8.S.W.; temperature + 25°. 5. b. c. and low drift. 7. p.~r. 
Division proceeded, the sledges leading alternately for" half hour spells." 
Floc even, with a heavy tier of piled ice on our port hand. Observed 
Brown Island open one point west of Somerville Island. Midnight, wind 
S.S.E. 3; b.c.; temperature + 16°. Halted to lunch. 

2. M 

First Jouflley 

Dead weight - _ ~G71us. 
Provi.,ions, &c. - 94H 

7 JT:ill "P eight per man - ~?02 

Hours, 4. 
Distance,S' S. w. 
Encamped for rc<,t. 
\Viml, S.E. 
\Veath('r, 5 q. g. s. 
Temp. + 10°, 

Second Journey. 

Hours, 7h. 4:3m. 
Distance, 8' S. \\' . 
Encamped for re"t, 14h. 
Luncheon, Ih. 4.51\1. 
'Vind, S.E. 
'''eather, 6. o. drift. 
T~mp. + 200. 

Third Journey. 
Hours, 9. 
Distance', 10' S. 'V. by"'. 
Encamped for rest, 15h. 30m. 
Luncheon, Ih. 
Wind, S.S.E. S. 
Weather, b. c. 
Temp. + 16°. 



Fourth Journey. 

Hours, 8. 
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Friday, April ISth.-l A.M. Ditto weather; division proceeded. 4. A.M. 

Halted and encamped. Wind S.S.E. 3; b.c. (+ 16° temperature.) Noon, 
strong gale from S.S.W. 

6.45 P.M. Division proceeded. Observed N.W. bluff to bear N.E. by E., 
Brown Island N.N.E. The floe even, but snow averaging five inches deep, 
and soft. 11.45. halted. Midnight, wind southerly, 3 ; o. g. m.; sleet. 

Distance 11' S.S.W. d d S 
Encamped for rest, 14h. 45m. Saturday, April 19th.-l A.M. Division starte. 4. encampe. outh 
Luncheon, Ih. 15m. extremity of Lowther Island W. by N. S', and land about Cape Walker 
Wmd and weather: southerly, • 'ffi d I fi thO t d' h 
3.; o. g. sleet. S. \\ .S. ~ S. 16'. The sledge crews su ere great y rom Irs urmg t e 
Observed extreme Lowtber, last march, and were constantly eating snow in spite of the vigilance of the w. by N. 
S.E. extreme of Walker Land, officers. 
S.W. t s. 4 P.M. Temperature in the shade + 260

; in the tent + 47°. Wind 
N.N.W. 1; o. c. v. Observed Cape Bunny S.E., Cape Walker S.W. byS.~S. 

Fifth Journey. 

Hours, IOh. 30m. 
Distan(~e, 11/ S. 'V. by S. 
Encamped for rest, 14h. 
Lunch, lh 30m. 
Wind, calm. 
Weather, o. m. 
Temp. + 10°, 

Sixth Journey. 
Hours, 9h 30m. 
Distance, II' S.S. \V.ly. 
Encamped for rest, I :3h. 
Luncheon, lh. 
Wind, variable. 
W cather, q. o. m. 
Temp., + :2:20. 

At 6 the division proceeded. Floe apparently of last winter's formation; 
remarkably smooth and even; snow on it heavy. 10. observed several 
seals on the floe; a party of officers proceeded in chace, but were unsuc
cessful in obtaining of them. Thickness of the floe at seal-holes 36 inches j 

depth of snow on surface 5 inches. Total depth of ice and snow 3 feet 
5 inches. Midnight, halted to lunch. 

,'C,'/tlldo!/, April S!Oth.-lh. 30m. proceeded. Temperature + 10°; calm, 
o. m. Found great difficulty in steering a course, owing to level nature of 
the floe and thick mist; officers extcnded in a line ahead, the leader taking 
care to keep them "in line astern," and they treading in his footsteps. 
5. halted; every appearance of a heavy gale. 

The complaints of thirst to-day were by no means so common as yester
day, ,,·hich I impute to the care taken in choosing a spot for last encamp
ment where the ~illOW was pure and abundant. 

P.M. 5h. -Wind E.S.E. 2. o. m.; temperatmc + 22°. 6. proceeded. 
9. Fresh galc from the northward; made sail with M:vintosh floor-cloth 
and one kite, fonnd it of material assistance; observed three snow buntings. 
10. Wind N.N.W .. S. q.; occasional glimpses of Cape Walker; pace of the 
slcdges very good, viz. 2' per hour. Midnight, halted. To the sen
sation the cold was increasing, although temperature by thermometer was 
still + 22°. W.N.W. 6. q. o. m., with a low drift. 

llfondrty, April 2lst.-,UI. 1. 
floe; high and bold land ahead. 
fatigued; land S.S.W. 5 miles. 

started; snow eight inches deep on the 
~. 30. halted; the men apparently much . 

. P.~I.. 5. Telllperature - 4 0; N. W. 6. q. b. c. 7. 30. started; cold 
mcreasmg rapIdly. S. observed a magnificent series of parhelia and 
halos surrounding the sun. 

Z. The zenitlt. 

Two concentric halos of pale orange colour encircled the true sun. The 
inner halo (a) having a radius, taken by the compass, of about 450

, and the 
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outer halo (a') abou~ 90°. !ntersecting the l~rger halo, a~d surrounding 
the zenith, another CIrcle ofhght appeared, whICh reflected m some places 
prismatic colours. In the two ve:tical hal?s four parhelia ~ere to be seen 
in a line with the sun and hOrizontal wIth the true hOrIzon. The two 
marked (1, 1) in the diagram were we~l defined, a~d of great. brilliancy, 
with a broad belt of orange-coloured lIght connectmg them wIth the sun. 
The parhelia (2, 2) were ~1Uch elon.gated vertieall.zr, and reflected beautiFul 
prismatic colours on the SIde opposIte the sun, whIlst from the other SIde 
a pale ray of light shot out parallel to the horizon. 

Immediately under the sun, a mass of deep orange colour appeared on 
the horizon, and connected itself with the sun by a stream of the same 
colour. 

This being the first phenomenon of this description which I have seen 
that in any way approaches the descriptions given by Arctic travellers, I 
have been thus minute in detailing its appearance. The rapidly increasing 
cold and rising gale began to ~hmY its effects in constant frostbites of the 
face and hands. 

9h. Men complaining much of cold feet; halted occasionally as re
quisite. Midnight, landed on Cape \Valker; double manned the drag
ropes to surmount the pressed-up ice at the tide mark; employed assisting 
sledges to land. 

Tuesda.y, Apri! 22d.--cUI. Temperature - 12°. n. :30. encamped; 
found on examination of the feet that T. Marshall, A.B., leading man of 
the sledge, was severely frostbitten in the feet; gale increasing. Noon. 
Temperature - 11 0; blowing hard, with strong drift and squalls from N. W. 
and W.N.W. ; employed erecting a cairn, and preparing a cache for boats. 
Parties under Lieutenants Mecham and Browne searching to the N. \r. and 
S.E. 4. P.M. searching parties returned, having seen no traces, cairns, 
&c. to denote that the Franklin Expedition had ever touched here. 

To the ~.W. the abrupt cliffs under which we were encamped terminated 
in a broad rounded point about 3' distant, and the coast line then trended 
from W. by S. to W.S.W. To the southward, the headlands ran about 
S.S.E., appparently with either deep bays or inlets between. :\Ii(- night, 
temperature - 22°; wind W.N.W. 4 to 5, with strong gusts and great 
drift. 

TYednesday, April 23d.-Received five days provisions from auxiliary 
sledge" Success," :'IIr. Krabbe. Exchanged J. Armstrong, G.:\1., Her 
Majesty's Ship" Assistance," in lieu of 1'hos. Marshall, A.B., returning to 
the" Pioneer" with frost-bitten feet; sledge crews confined to their blanket 
bags in consequence of the severity of the weather. Noon. N. W. i. q. o. m. 
strong drift. 9 1'.\[. parted company, and returned to the squadron. 
Her Majesty's Sledge" Success," Captain Ommanney, Her Majesty's Ship 
" Assistance," took possession of Cape Walker. 

Midnight. Temperature - 26°; N.W. 4. q. b. m.; people suffering 
greatly from the cold. At /. --l6. P.}[. chronometer 2313, "Parkinson and 
Frodsham," stopped from the cold. 

Thul'sda.y, APTil24tlt.-A.M. 8. Wind N.W. 8. o.q. m.; temperature -16°. 
The temperature varying within and without the tents only 2° . 

• P.M. 8. Do. weather. 8. --If>. parted company, the" Enterprize" sledge, 
LIeutenant Browne, for the south; cheered do. 9. 15. struck the tents, 
&c.; proceeded in company with sledges" Reliance,"" Succour," " Adven
ture," and" Inflexible," under orders of Captain E. Ommanney, to the 
westward. Midnight, temperature _ ..J- 0; do. weather. 

Friday, Apri! 25th.-l A.M. halted to lunch. 2. 15. proceeded; some 
officers conductmg the sledges, whilst others examined the shore. 5. 30. 
hal~ed. The men seem much fatigued, which is to be imputed more to 
th~lr long confinement by bad weather rather than to the distance accom
plIshed. Temperature - 7°. Wind S.W. 2. b. c. m. 

Several fox and hare tracks seen to-day on the land and on the adjoining 
floe. Variation by azimuth, N. 160° W. 

2. M 2 

Seventh Journey. 
Hourc;, 4. 30. 
Di<;tanec, 5' S.S.'Y.ly 
Hours encamped for rest, 15. 
Luncheon. 
Wind. ".W_7. 
Weather, q. b. c. drift. 
Temp. _12°, 

Detained hy weather. 

Wind I\.W. 6. q. 
WeathL'r, o. m. 
Temp. _22°, 

Hours detained, 40. 
'Vind S. "~.ly, 7. q. 
\Vcather, h. m. dritt. 
Temp. _26°, 

Eighth Journey. 
flour",7. 
Di<;tance, if \V.S.\V.ly. 
Hours encamped for fe<;t, 

LUllchcl)n, 1 h. 15m. 
Wind, W.RW. 
Weather, q.o.m. 
Temp. -l0, 

Ninth Journey. 
Hours, 2. 
Dic;tance, 3', 
Wind, 
Temp.-24°. 
Hours encamped, 14. 



Tenth JOUl'l1cy. 
Hours, 7h. 45m. 
Distance, 8' 'V.S. 'V. I)'. 
Encamped for rest, IDh. 
Lunl'ilCon, lh. 45m. 
Wind. westerly, :2. 
\Vcather, h. c. m. 
Temp. _70 . 

Sun's mer. alt. 58° 29' '-10" 
" true hearing, 348°. 

Eleventh Journey. 

Hours, 8. 15. 
Distance. 10' S.,,·, hv ,,'. 
Encamped for r~:-.t. i 5h. 
I,unchenn, lh. 451'1.l. 
'Villd, E. 1. 
'Vcather, h. c. Y. 

Temp. _100. 

Twelfth Journey 
Hours, 7. 
Distance, 7' south-westerly. 
Encamped for rc!)t, 14h. 
Luncheon, 1 h. 
Wind, calm. 
W cather, b. c. v. 
Temp. 

Thirteenth Journey. 
Hours, 9. 15. 
Distance, 8'. 
Encamped for rest, 14h. 
I.unchcon, Ih. 15m. 
Wind, var. 2. 
'Veather, o. c. m. 
Temp. _2°. 
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P.M. 6. Wind S.W. 1; b. c. m. 27. Temperature + 3°. 7.25. started. 
9.30. the temperature fell suddenly to - 24°. ~everal men of the 
division became frost-bitten in the feet. Halted and pitched the tents, the 
sun bearing N.N.W. true; observed it surrounded with a halo of great 
brilliancy, and two parhelia remarkably well defined. 

Midnight. Captain Ommanney decided on. trying to travel by day 
instead of by night, in consequence of the suficrmgs of the men. 

Saturday, April 2(jth.-A.~I. 6. Temperature -:- 7°; Easterly, 1 i b. c. m. j 

land only visible abreast of us. Started, keepmg the sledges without the 
tide mark. 8. cleared up. Land trending slowly "'.S.W. The old red 
sandstone of Cape Walker appears to be fast giving way to limestone. 
The coast line very monotonous and low, consi~ting of a continuous series 
of low terraces gradually rising to hills of a few hundred feet elevation at 
a distance of some four miles from the sea, and a uniform covering of snow 
over land and floe made the limits of the one and other very difficult to 
detect. Observed several hare tracks on the land, and one deer trail going 
south. 

Noon. Halted to lunch. Observed meridian altitude 0 58° 29' 40" 
= Lat. 74° 0' 9/1N. True bearing by Kater compass = 348° = 148°W. 
1. 45 P.~I. started again; coast line W. hy S. Floc old, and snow on it 
deep. .5. halted j men much fatigued from not having slept last night, 
owing to the cold. 

SWlda.y, April 27th.-Cold increasing fast, but calm. 4 A.1\[. Tempera
ture - 39° in the shade, and -!i ° in the sun. 8. procceded. 11. Tem
perature - 17° ; calm, b. c. y. Travelling along the grounded ice; officers 
examining the coast line. Noon, halted. 1. -l;'i. proceeded. Observed 
a low island bearing N. \L 7' distant. Tell1perature - 10°. 6. halted 
and encamped. 

lIfondaJ/, April 28th.-Sun ,ras below the apparent horizon at midnight; 
temperature - 27°; s. W. 1. b. c. v. 9. received fi'om Her Majesty's Sledge 
" Inflexible," two and a half days provision; sledge" Inflexible" returned 
to ship with disabled men. 10. Remaining sledges proceeded under 
Captain Ommanney to thc westward. 11. Entered on a series of old 
hummocks and pressed-up icc. Land abreast of us very low; men working 
admirably, their labour truly painful to witness. 1 P.~I. halted to lunch. 
Observed true bearing 0 for variation. Variation = 170° W. 

I'.~l. :2. Proceeded; found the floe in every direction to consist of huge 
hummocks much rounded by the action of sun and thaws during a series of 
seasons, but elevated at twenty or thirty feet above the mean level of the 
floe. 5 P.M. observed a break in the land as if an inlet or bay. Exa
mined land to westward, bearing W. by N. The sledges required a constant 
standing pull, and the labour was constant and excessive. Lieutenant 
Mecham and Mr. Hamilton proceeded to examine the beach, and returned 
with a favourable report. 6. halted. All the ice that we could cut with 
axes from the hummocks around us was pure and fresh; used it for our 
kettles. 

Tuesday, April 29th.-Suffering from snow blindness. 5. A.M. Wind 
,w.est, 1; b. c. v. Temperature -14°. 8. proceeded; working in for the 
land through very heavy ice. 12. 30. halted. 1. 45. proceeded. 
2. 30. reached the land. Temperature - 2°. Several men besides myself 
complaining of snow blindness. 6. 30. encamped 

Wednesday, April 30~h.-Lieutenant S. Osborn, Hen. Fussell, J. Green, 
and Ed. Spenser sufferlllg more or less from snow blindness and acute 
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inflammation of the eyes; J. Armstrong with symptoms of dysentery. 
Obliged to return to night travelling. The number of disabled men obliged 
us to await recovery. 

TlwJ'sd'I!J, 3III!J Ist.-5 A.)!. Temperature - 20°; b. c. Suffering greatly 
from inflammation of the eyes; Ed. Spenser a little better; the othcr meil 
stilI in great pain. 

FJ'idu./f, ill!!.,! 2d.-He~1\"y gale and snow drift; wind S.W.; tempera
ture - 9°; b. e. People recovering rapidly from snow blindne~s. Some 
ptarmigan seen. .j P.M. Temperature + !j 0; q. snow and drift. Secured 
in company with" Reliance" a depot of ten days provisions in a cairn. 

Suturr1II!J, ill!!.,! 3d.-Wind south, 9; q. o. s.; temperature + -tV. 
Sunday, Ma!J 4tlt.-7 A.)I. Temperature - :2

J

; wind sonth, 1. b. c. m. 
Mr. Webb shot a ptarmigan in winter plumage. 10. completed provisions 
to 3n, fi'om limited sledge ., Adventure." Exchanged Stephen Howe, A.B., 
for J. Armstrong, G.}f., the latter having shown symptoms of debility. 
11. Captain Ommanney performed Divine sen·iee. Noon, variatic;n by true 
bearing 0 170° We;t. In long. 99° lY W.; by <lCC. 11 ° -t:3' !is''. Observed 
cx. mer. alt. 0 = 63° 40' = lat. 7;3° ;lO' 59":"1. 7. ;30. 1'.)1. Telllpera
ture + 4°; N.£. :2; o. c. Parted company, the" Adventure" sledge, :\ir. 
Hamilton, for the ships. Proceeded in company in "Hehance," Captain 
E. Ommanney, to the westward. ". met the sledge" Suecollr," ;\1 r. 1\1., 
returning from an examination of the inlet i"Lll111ing to the S.E., which he 
reported to turn short to the N.R 9. struck aero~s for S. W. side of the 
inlet; icc rather better than abreast of the dep{)t. :\lidnight, halted to 
lunch. 

JliJIlI11I.'!, JIll.'! 5til.-1. 30 . . \.M. proceeded; observed for the first tillle 
this year that the sun was above the horizon at midnight. 'VincI N. \\'., 
:2 ; 0'. e. sleet; temperature - So. 4. ;30. halted. 

:i P. )1. \rind, north, :2; o. c. 1Il.; temperature + :20. 6. proeec(led, 
lllaking the circuit of the inlet's entrance. The floe is decidedly of more 
than la~;t season's formation, fi"om the fact of all the ice on the surface 
being fi·esh. 10. reached the west extreme of the inlet; found it cO"ered 
with snO'.I· and jj'esh-water icc of last season; here and there a ridge of 
limestone detritus broke through, with occasional loose m:lO',,"s of pudding
stonc. The only signs of vegetation was in a few scanty patches of JIlO,,,. 
Midnight, halted. 

Tuesd(/!J, ]JIll!! 6th.-Obsen·e(1 variation by true h2uring of the sun at 
midnight under the pole, 169° -\\". Dy means of a sextant and a pretty 
good icc horizon, the time of midnight was observed. 1. proceeded; the 
night belutifully serene and clear. Temperature - 5°. The floc in the 
offing was so exceedingly heavy, and so covered with hummocks, that we 
were obliged to take the sledges along the land, in deep snow. Coast 
line 'V.N. \V.; a low monotonous shore. ·1 ,UI. halted; temperature - 4°; 
b. e. v.; S.\V.2. 

61'.)1. Temperature - r; N.\1:. :3; q. sleet. Parted company the 
"Succour" sledge, Lieutenant Mecham. 7. proceeded to the westward 
in company with "Reliance," Captain Omlllanney. On mounting the 
adjacent hills, which consisted of a series ot'lo\\' terraces of broken-up lime
stone, a vast plain of snow slowly dipping to the southward \1<\0; ob,erved. 
Numerous old traces of hares and recent ones of foxes. 10. Coao;t line 
again ~rending W .S. W. Sledges reeving along the tide line of hummocks. 
Captam Ommanney and myself obliged to drag to forward the sledges. 
Midnight, halted. v C ~ 

TYednesda.1J, Jfa.,! 7th.-Wind west 1; h. c. In. Temp. -to. 
1 A.~I. Started. Tra,velling a little in~proved by a ledge of land icc. 

Floe ~ppa~ently a confused mass of hummocks. The lam1 is gradually 
!)e~or~l!ng, It1 our neighbourhood, more uninteresting in character; indeed 
It IS lIttle else but a flat shingly beach, of some 50 feet elevation, with long 
low spits projecting far into the floe. 4 A.1\I. Fog lifted, showing land in 
t~e shape of a bay; its western extremity about W. ~ N. 4. encamped with 
difficulty, the surface of the floe being so irregular. Examined the ~hore 
of the bay. 

2. M 3 

Hours awaiting recovery of 
sick,7'2. 

Oils. !-olln':-. l'X. mer. alt. 6:3° 40'. 
Yar. 1", tr. bearing at noull, 
l'iOo \L 

Fuurtcl'nth JOlIrney. 

] lours, 7. 30. 
Di ... t<tlll'l'. {jl W. S. '\'t!sterly. 
Encamped for fest, 
I .. unehcon. Ih. ~Om. 
\\'111<1, ~.\\'. ~. 
"·l·,llhcr. o. c, sleet. 
Temp. 8°-. 

Fifteenth Journey. 
Hours, 9. 
l>i-.tanc(', 10'. 
Encamped for re~t, Ish. 30m. 
LUllchl'on, 1. 
Wind, S.\\". \. 
'''\~athcr, h. l', Y. 

Tl'mp.-5°. 

01> .... var.by tr. bear. of ~lIn, 
lIj!j'JW', 

Sixteenth Journey. 
lIours, 8. 
Di!)tancc, 10'. 
Encamped for rest, 15h. 
Luncheon, 1. 
Wind, W.l. 
'Veather, b. c. m. 
Temp. 4°+. 
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6 P.M. Temperature + 13°. Wind west 6; o. c. s.; drift. 6.3~. start.ed; 
Hours detained by weather, reeving through heavy .ol~ ice and. hummocks. 10.30. Gale Increasl~g, 
~'ind, westerly. with such a body of drlfhng snow In our faces, as to render progress 1m· 
Weather,:. q. o.s. possible. Obliged to halt and encamp. Midnight. Westerly, 8; q. o. g. R. 
Temp. 10 -. wi th drift. 

Seventeenth Journey. 

Hours, 9. 
Di~tance, 9', 
Encamped for rest, 
Luncheon, 1. 
Wind, S.W. 
Weather, 2. h.c. 
Temp. 6°-. 

Eighteenth .Tourney. 
Hours,7. 
Distance, 10'. 
Encamped for rest, 12h. 
Luncheon, lh. 15m. 
Wind, W.1. 
Weather, o. g. m. 
Temp. + ISO, 

Nineteenth Journey. 

Hours, 8. 15. 
Distance, ] 0'. 
Encamped for rest, l5h. 
Luncheon, 1. 
Wind, c.11m. 
Weather, o. m. 
Temp. 6°+. 
Obs. tr. bear. SUD, 183°. 

Twentieth Journey. 

HOUTS, 8. 30. 
Distanl.'e, 9'. 
Encamped for rest1 14h. 
Luncheon, 45m. 
Wind. N. 5. 
"Tl'athl.'r. q. o. g. 
Temp. + ISO, 

Twenty-first Journey. 

Hours, 7. 20. 
Distance, 9', 
Encamped for rest, 14h. 
Luncheon, Oh. 4Sm. 
Wind, calm. 
Weather, b. c. v. 
Temp. 3°-. 

Thursday, May 8th.-6 P.M. +4°; W.S.W.; b. c. ~. q. A low and heavy 
drift. Confined to blanket bags. 

F1'idalj, ilia,l/ 9tl~.-A.M. 3. Wind W.S.W. 7; ~. c. q. Hea,:y snow 
drift. People confined to the tents. Temperature 3 -. ? P.M. Wmd west 
3; b. c. v. Temp. 4° -. 7. proceeded. Passed a low POInt, and travelled 
along the shores of a somewhat broad bay, having a patch of shingle in its 
centre. Midnight, halted to lunch. 

SatuTday, May lOth.-A.M. 1. Started. Ice ,:ery slippery; men can· 
stantly fallinO'. Observed a large black fox watchIng the party. The land 
remarkably l~w, and the hazy weather obliges us to keep close along it. 
5. Encamped. During our after-m~dnight. march, one of. the men 
(J. Green) broke through a fissure In the Ice, when draggmg at the 
sledge, and recovered himself with difficulty. This rent in the floe sho~ed 
it to be fi'ozen down to the very gravel, and not less than 15 feet thICk 
5 P.M. S. W. 2 ; b. c. Temperature 8° +. Employed placing a five-day depot 
on a point of land, and erecting a cairn, the" Reliance" doing likewise. 
7 .30. proceeded. Crossed a narrow indentation. Land still remarkably low; 
obliged to sweep round every creek and bight. Floe very heavy for the 
men. Midnight, halted. 

SlIlIday, JIay llth.-1.15 A.M. proceeded. Reached a long tongue of 
land, having good ice for sledges on the western face of it. 

4. A.M. Halted. 
P.~I. ,. Wind N.E. 1 ; o. g. m. Temperature + 12°. Proceeded. Coast 

still very low, and trending S.westerly. A range of black bluffs (granite?) 
seen to the southward. Midnight, halted. During this last march, the 
common compass had become perfectly useless, and Kater's 3·inch compass 
highly sensitive. Observed the variation by a rough amplitude of the sun 
under the pole to be 180°. 

11follday, May l:2tl,.-1. Proceeded round an extensive bay, trending to 
the S. W. 4.1.5. halted. Ice rather improved where we were, but to the 
northward and seaward tiers of hummocks of great height formed the 
horizon. 4.15. halted and encamped. 

P.M. 6. Calm; h. v. Temperature 3°_. 6.45. proceeded S.W. by S. 
11.45. halted. Observed variation by sun true bearing at meridian passing 
under the pole to be 18:3°.=177(' E. variation. 

Tuesdo,l/, lI:fay l:~/j,.-"uI. OAG. started. 1.30. Extreme of the bay 
being reached, we rounded a low point, and found the land turn away to 
the S.S.E., with several shoals oft' it from 2' to 3' distant westerly. Passing 
the point, the floe was found to be old, and heavy with accumulated snow, 
much torn up into ridges by N.W. winds; but the hummocks lay appa· 
rently far off to the northward. 3. 'Weather threatening for a severe gale. 
1.15. halted, and encamped. Wind north, 5 ; q. o. g. Temperature 13° +. 
Noon. Very heavy gusts of wind. 6 P.M. Temperature in shade + 6°. In 
the sun 15°+. 6.40. proceeded towards a lofty hill, some 10' south 
of our position. 9.30. ohserved land about S.W. Midnight, halted. 

Wednesday, Ma,y 14th.-0.45. proceeded on shore (with Captain 
Ommanney) to the adjacent hill for a view. Found the land, as usual, 
to consist of a series of terraces, formed of broken limestone, with level 
intervening spaces, the latter expanding in width as we proceeded inland; 
so much so, that what we deemed at first to be quite close to the beach, 
proved eventually to be three hours hard walking to reach its summit. On 
the road we observed old traces of musk oxen going south. Scanty tufts 
of saxifrage struggled for light through the superincumbent mass, and here 
and there a lichen of a bright crimson colour appeared on the larger 
masses of stone. The cry of a ptarmigan was the only indication of 
animal 1 ife or sound that broke the stillness of this barren and solitary 
regIOn. 
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Boulders of granite, much rounded in form, were occasionally to be seen, 
and at an elevation of 100 to 200 feet above the sea. 

The hill on which we stood afforded an excellent view of the land seen 
in the morning to the S.W., between which and ourselves an inlet of appa
rently some 30 miles in width extended to the southward. 

Bearings obtained as follows: 
Northern extremity of west land N. 58° (Kater.) 
Nearest point - - N. 45° 30' 
Southern extremity of west land N. 15° 
Eastern land, west extreme N. 5° 

Trend of coast southward, N. 338°, and shoals to northward open, N. 171 0. 

The eastern coast of the inlet which we overlooked appeared very shoal, 
and numerous low gravel islets were strewed along it. Running in an east 
and west direction, the entrance seemed to be blocked up with the usual 
heavy body of hummocks and berg pieces. 

5.40. A.}J. returned to the tents, the crews having in the meanwhile 
prepared provisions for making a depot, and examined the sledge, &c. 

Temperature 3 ° +. Calm; b. c. v. 
Noon. Observed altitude, 73° 37' 30", ex. meridian, 7'. P.M. True 

bearing, 10°. 

6 P.M. Formed a depot of provisions for five days, in company with 
" Reliance," and erected a cairn of stones, &c. 

8. Temperature +3°. Calm, b. v. Started, steering S.W. by S. for 
opposite shore. Sledges going two miles per hour. Ice old, but far more Twenty·second Journey. 

even than any we had lately fallen in with. Midnight, halted. 
T/;ursda;ij, llia.'/ 15th.-l A.M. proceeded. Temperature _5°. South 1 ; 

b. v. with very great refraction. 4.45. hal ted. Course steered, S. W. by S. 
Western land well in sight, with a remarkable peak about S.vV. 

-! 1'.:11. Temperature 10 0 +. South. 7.15. proceeded. Floe old, with 
deep hard snow upon it. Sledges going at the rate of two miles per hour. 
Traces of foxes crossing the floe in all directions. Observed four ptarmigan 
going south. Midnight, halted. Temperaturc - r. S.S.E.::); b. nl. 

Hours, 7. 45. 
Distance, 11', 
Encamped for relit, 13h. 
Luncheon, lh. 
Wind, S. ~; b. v, 
'V eather, b. v. 
Temp. 5°-. 

f}'iday, Jill.'/ 16/11,.-1 A.:\I. proceeded. Altered course a little more 
southerly. :~. reached hummocky ice of older formation than that we had !I"UI., 8, ·1 .•. 

h· h d d d Di"talll'l', 12'. 

Twenty-third Journey. 

It erto been travelling over in the inlet. 5 A.:\J. haltc an encampc . Encampcd for rest, 14h. 

Temperature 1 ° -. S.S.E.:3 ; b. m. Crew suffering much from old frost- Luncheon.lh. 

bites on the face. -! P.:\I. Temperature 1 ° +. South 1; b. v. 7. pro- ~~:":~I,c~',si~b, v, 

ceeded. 8.30. reached a series of low shingle islets and shoals, with Tu"I" 0~-. 
grounded ice between. Main land some 3' to 6' distant. Halted the 
sledges, and encamped. Proceeded to a neighbouring table land, in com-
pany with Captain Ommanney. 10. reached ditto. Observed the land 
to be trending to the N. W. and S.E., but could see nothing like land at 
the bottom of the inlet we had crossed. 11.30. returned to the encamp-
ment. Midnight. S.E. 1 ; b. m. Temperature 3° +. 

Satuu/(I,Y, j1](I,I/ 17th.-A;!>!. 0.30. Received orders from Captain Om- Twenty·fourth Journey. 

manney to part company, and proceed to the westward alone, in accordance ~~~';~e:: 9'. 

with instructions received from Captain Horatio T. Austin, C.B., com- Encamped for mt, !4h. 

manding the Arctic Expedition. Captain Ommanney having taken Luncheon,lh. . f Wind, S.E. 
possessIOn of the newly-discovered land, parted company rom him, and Weather, I b. m. . 

proceeded to the westward, crossing long projecting spits of shingle ~emp.3bo+. 1 0' 
. t hI' h d d' b K'll d I' d oon,o s. sun, mer. a t. 72 2. runnlllg 0 t e nort l-east, WIt groun e ICe etween. I e a lOX, an true bearing 150. 

observed. several ptarmigan. Found the travelling across gravel with 
even a lIght sledge extremely laborious. 

5 A.M.-Halted on the floe I' off shore. Latitude by observed meri
dian altitude 73° 2' N., and variation 165° E. Extremity of land to west-
ward 155°. The warmth of the temperature within the tent was very Twenty-fifth Journey. 

great during the day, and both ice and snow melted readily on dark Hours, 4. 30. 

surfaces. Distance, 7'. 
6 40 T . h Encamped for rest, 13h. 

• p.,!, em perature + :!;j; o. f. Proceeded. 9. Heavy snows, WIt - Detained by weather. "I, 
out any wind. The beach so low and covered with snow as to be with Wind, calm. 

d'ffi I . d N 'V Weather, o. s. 
I eu ty recogmze. 10. reached what appeared the extreme . \ . Heavy fall of snow. 

point of the inlet. Became entangled amongst heavy grounded ice anri Temp. + 17°. 

patches of shingle, in thick falling snow_ Obliged to await the weather 
2. M 4 



Detained by weather, Gh. Y~de 
preceding day's journ:ll. 

Twentyasixth Journey. 

Hours, 9. 45. 
Distance 16'. 
Encamped for n.,,,t, ISh. 
Luncheon, I h. 15m. 
Wind, N.N.E. 
,,\Veathcr, 6. q. m. 
Temp. + 19°. 

Twenty··seventh Journey. 
lIours, 9. 15. 
Distance, 14'. 
Encamped for re ... t, 13h. 
Luncht.'on, Oh. 45m. 
\Vind,8.E.1. 
". eat her, b. c. v. 
Temp. +6°. 

Twenty.e-ighth .Tnurney. 

Hours, ft. 
Distancl",15'. 
Encamped for rest, 14h. 
Lnnl'he HI, Ih. 
vVind, 'Y. 
\Veather, 1. 0.£ !J. v. 
Tt.'mp. + 10°. 
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clearing up to obtain a sight of the line of coast. 10.30. enc~mped. 
Midnio'ht dark from heavy fUll of snow. Calm; temperature + 15 . '" , 

SundaJ}, JIrI.'1 I St!t.-A.~l. Left the tent, and endeavo,:red to ascertai~ 
the direction of the coast line' found it, however, to consIst of so complI. 
cated a series of shoal beaehe; a~ to render progress in the pro:per d!r~ction, 
during the thick weather, impossible. 3. returned to the tent wIth dl!ticulty. 
7. A.~[. Snow ceased; wind N.W., I; o. c. m.; temperature + 16. Ob· 
served a point of land to the westward to bear N. 67° = S.W. by S. true. 
Noon, sun thawing the recently fallen snow. 

5 I'.~[. Temperature + 26°; wind N. W. I? o. g. .6.30 .. struck tent, and 
proceeded; sent the sledge across a bay whIlst I skIrted It round. 8.15. 
reached the west extreme of the bay, remarkable by two cones of gravel 
elevated some :30 feet above the beach. The bay we had passed was shoal 
and filled with old ice' the old hummocks, which we had not been working 
mnollgst since entering'the inlet, again came close home to the beach, leav!ng 
but a very narrow ledge of land ice. Steering S .. W. by S., an~ sweepmg 
round a bay. The beach low and flat, formed oflnnestone detntus, slaty, 
and rich il; i')s,.;ils. 11.·'\;i. halted to lunch. Wind calm, g. m.; sleet. 
Temperature + H 0. 

Jilillr/'Ii/,1.11111/ 19t1l.-l A.~1. A fresh breeze from N.N.E.; proceeded, 
makinrr s'ail on' slcdO"e' pace most rapid, 3!5 miles per hour, crew running 
beside "'the sledge. Th~ drift rising gave us much trouble in ~ete?ting the 
beach line; no land higher than 10 or 15 feet above the floe 111 SIght, and 
a wall of hca\'y Aoc ice bounded the northern horizon in every direction 
:!.15. halted for ten minntes to erect a beacon to mark a low spit. in case 
of returning in thick weather. 3. Wind 7; q. b c. ; drift. 5. halted and 
encamped; crew in great spirits at thc rapid and successful march; the 
novelty of the sledge failing by itself affording them a topic of conversation 
until they went to sleep. 

;j P.}l. Temperature + 10°; wind northerl.Y, :!; b. ". 6.30. struck tent 
and procecded to the S. by W. j W. and S.S.W.; land a little improved in 
elevation; ascended it to highest neighbouring point, about 350 feet above 
the sea. Found the walk most distressing hom depth of snow; the day 
\\"a" however, remarkably clear, and the "icw to the northward particnlarly 
so. 1<'rom S. W. by ''I'. to north huge masses of icc of eyery imaginable 
form and size strewed the frozen surface of what was once a sea, some 
rounded by the action of thaws, others sharp and angular, as if recently 
forced up fi'om the level of the floe by some enormous pressure; but in 110 

one direction did I see any appearance of leyel ice. Along the coast line 
the ice W~lS pretty level, the slIn having already begun to melt down the 
snow ridges and round oif the tops of the hummocks. 

Thc land continued of the same limestone formation, with wme very 
large blocks fractured by the action of frost and tha\\'s; they were all rich 
in fossils, shells, IXc. Observed several low patches of shingle amongst the 
ice ill the offing. II I'.~l. rejoined the sledge. Found the sun had still 
~~fficient power to melt ice. Crew refreshing themselves by eating the 
ICIcles formcd on the hummocks. 11.45. halted to lunch Midnight, 
variation by true bearing 0 meridian passing under the pole. 

Tuesda!/, lJ£(f!} 20tlt.-0.30 A.~I. Started; ice along the shore becoming 
very heavy and broken np. Numerous fox tracks. Great refraction, by 
which the western horizon appeared to be lined with large icebergs. 
·L:3(). A.~[. halted after a rapid march at the rate of two miles an honr, timed 
by me on several occasions. \Veather S.E. 1; b. c. y. ; great refi·actioll. 
Extreme ofland to the south S. by W. ~ "'. 

P.M. Temperature + 10°. 6AO. proceeded. ,.30. observed the land 
to trend away from point ahead to the S.S.E. A heavy dark appear
ance t<;> .the S. W. and W.S. W., which lofty piles of ice prevented rue 
asc~r~a111mg to. be land or not; an~ the neig~lbouring shore not being of 
suffiCIent elevatIOn to afford a good VIew, I deCided on strikinO" to seaward 
to assure myself, if P?ssible, of th~ fact. 8. Trayersing and ree~ing through 
large masses of fioe Ice, all of whlch appeared to have been subject to pres· 
s';1re f~'om N.W., t.he eleva~ed e?ges of the blocks of ice all pointing in that 
J:rectJol1. The sledge bemg lIght made good progress, though with con· 
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siderable risk of fracture to the runners, which were severely tried. 10. P.M. 

The heavy appearance, as if of land, to the we~tward altered its bearing. 
11.30. Calm; weather cleared up, and the western horizon became beauti
fully clear, showing, to my disappointment, that what I had taken for land 
was mere fog bank. Halted the sledge under a lofty berg piece 20 feet 
high; ascended it, accompanied by crew and Mr. Webb. With a goo~ spy
glass no land to be seen to the we~tward of south, and N. very dIstant 
and iII-defined, at least 40 to .50 mIles off. The floe to the ,Yestward 
appeared of one un!form description, namely, covered with hummocks and 
tiers of pressed-up Ice. Altered course to the south. 11.46. halted. 

Wednesday, May 21st.-A.M. 0 .. 50. proceeded; weather threatening; 
wind west, with passing fogs. Observed two remarkable cone-shaped hills 
on the land, bearing S.-easterly. 2. Measured one of the blocks of ice 
which had been thrown up on the floe by pressure; found it as follows: 

Thickness (D, D, D, D,) &c., equal 24 
feet (ice); dict. B, C, = 66 feet; dict. 
A, B, = 42 feet. At .56 lbs. per cubic foot, 
= 871 tons. Masses larger than this I 

"""'''''''~D might have easily selected, but I chose one 
of an average size. Much of the ice in our 
neighbourhood was aground, and large pools 

of water had evidently been formed on the floe last season. 
4.30. Halted and encamped; wind fast freshening into a gale; temper

ature + So. Noon, heavy gale fi'om west, with great drift. Tent COlll

plaining much. 61'.:11. Gale too severe to travel; drift so great as to con
fine and cramp us very much in the tent. Midnight, wind N.W. 9; o. q. s.; 
heavy drift; temperature 2° +. 

TILUTsda.y, ~:f((1j 22d.-S A.:l1. N.W. 8; q.; great drift and falling snow. 
Noon, ditto weather; temperature .5° +. .5 1'.:11. Ditto weather; unable to 
see ten yards. Sledge buried in snowdrift. Midnight, temperature 2° + ; 
to the sensation very cold indeed. 

Friday, lYlay 23d.-6 A.:lI. Temperature + 6°. Gale abated for awhile. 
Attempted to reach the land, accompanied by some of the men, for the 
purpose of erecting a cairn at the furthest point of our journey, viz. Smiles 
south of the two cones. 7. Thick fog and rising gale, with drift, obliged 
us to return. Noon, wind northerly, S ; q. b. 111.; drift. 6 P.M. Temperature 
+ 15° ; gale moderating. All the party become much debilitated by cou
finement to the tent, in which, from the accumulated drift, there was a very 
limited space for either lying down or sitting up. 7 1'.:11. examined pro
visions, and, in obedience to orders received from Captain E. Ommanney, 
commenced to retrace our steps to the last depot. Wind N.N. W. 6; q. 
Low drift; temperature + 12°. 11. halted to lunch; erected a cairn on 
the land. Gale moderating; temperature + 2°. 

SatuTday, Jl:fa.y 24tlt.-A .. II. 1. Proceeded. 2. reached the point from 
whieh we struck westward. 3. Pace of the sledge rapid, average more 
than two miles per hour. Land more covered with snow than when we 
passed it on our way out. .5. halted. Wind N.N.W. 4; b. c. m. Noon, 
overcast, strong gale and thick drifting snow. Issued extra aIIowance 
of grog, it being the birthday of Her Majesty Qneen Victoria. 

6.30 P.11. Struck tent and proceeded. Wind N.N.E., 2; o. g. sleet. 
10.1:3. erected a cairn and deposited a printed document. 11.30. halted. 
Midnight, N.E. 0.; temperature _1°. 

Sunday, May 25th.-A.M. 0.20. Proceeded. 3. passed the beacon 
erected on the 19th instant. 5. halted off Hare Point. Observed a 
remarkable looking bluff in the interior, some 12 or 13 miles distant. 
Wind east. 

P.:l1. 6. N.E. 2; b. c.m. Read divine service. 6.30. proceeded; ,,'eather 
and temperature extremely variable. Observed a considerable difference 
in the appearance of the lands having an eastern aspect, compared to the 
western ones, in being much less co\'ered with snow. 11. commenced 
edging off to the eastward and northward; weather threatening. 1104:3. 
halted to lunch. Wind west, 6; b. c., with a fast rising drifL Tem
perature + 26°. 

2. N 

Detained hy bad weather, 
=48 hours. 
"'ind, N."W. 
'Yeather.9. o. q. s. 
Temp. ~o +. 

Twenty_ninth Journey. 

Hours, 9. 
Distance, lO!'. 
Encamped for rest. 
Luncheoll. 1 h. 
'Yind, :\.\V. 
\V cather, h. c. m. 
Temp. +2°, 

Thirtieth Journey. 

lIours, 10. 
Di."tancc, IS', 
Encamped for re<;t, l:'h. 
Luncheon, 011. 5Jm. 
Wi •• d, N.E. I. 
'Veather, o. c. m. 
Temp. +6°, 



Thirty-first Journey. 
Hours, 4. 
Distance, 16' or 17', 
Encamped for rest, ISh. 
Luncheon, 1. 
Wind, W.N.W. 
Weather; 7, q. b.s. 
Temp. +20°. 

Thirty.second Journey. 

Hours, 9. 50. 
Distance, 11'. 
Encamped for rest, 14h. 
Luncheon, I. 
Wind, W.N.W. 
Weather, 3 j q. o. m. 
Temp. + 19°, 

The west peak, N. 40°, 
Eastern Hi11, N. 230°, 

Thirty-third Journey. 
Hours, 9. 
Distance, 15'. 
Encamped for rest, 14h. 
Luncheon, 30m. 
Wind, N.-westerly. 
Weather, 1. b. c. v. 
Temp. + ~WO .. 

Thirty-fourth Journey. 

Hours, 2. 
Distance, 3!', 
Encamped for rest, 14h. 
Wind, calm. 
Weather, h. c. m. 

Azimuth and alto 7 A,)f. 

SUD, 51 0 47' 20", 
Bearing, 2970 30'. 
Index enor, 2' 40", 

Thirty-fifth Journey. 
Hours,7. 
Distance 13'. 
Encamped for rest, 24h. 
Lunch, lh. 15m. 
Wind, N.N.W. 2. 
Weather, o. rn. 
Temp. + 16°. 

Thirty-sixth Journey. 
Hours,7. 
Distance, IS'. 
Encamped for rest, ISh. 
Lunch, Ih. 15m. 
Wind, calm. 
Weather, o. g. 
Temp. +30°. 

Thirt,...seventh Journey. 

Hours, 9. 
Distance, 15'. 
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Monday, May 26th.-A.M. 0.20. Proceeded, having made sail on the 
sledge. Great difficulty in keeping up with the sledge. I. observed 
N.W. extreme of the inlet abreast of us. 3. Wind W.N.W. 7; q., thick 
drift steering to the E.N.E. Men running after the sledg~, which merely 
required to be steered by means of a drag rope, and occasIOnally one man 
oblio-ed to sit on the sledge to retard its progress. As the gale freshened it 
was °a novel sight to see our sledge rising and pitching ov~r the snow. ridges, 
like a boat in a sea-way. 4. halted and encamped WIth some dIfficulty 
in a gale from N. W. The western peak of the .in}et occasionally showing 
itself to the southward, through the body of dnvmg snow. Temperature 
+25°. Noon, heavy gusts of wind from northward. 

6 P.M. Strong breeze; made sail, and proceeded, steering N.E. by E. for 
the depot on eastern side of the inlet. S. obtained a view of Prospect 
Hill. 10. Overcast and thick mists; steering by the wind. Midnight 
Temperature + 19°, wind W.N.W. 5; o. q. m. with sleet. Halted to lunch. 

Tuesday, Ma.y 27th.-A.M. 1. Started. Thick mist and sleet. The snow 
has hardened considerably since I crossed this going westward_ No land in 
sight. Average rate of sledge 2' 3 miles per hour. 4.50. halted. Loom 
ofland N.E. by E. 

P.M. 6. Temperature + 15°; N.W. 4; b. c. v. q. Both shores of the inlet 
in sight. 

6.45. Proceeded. Floe very slippery from the thaw, which continued 
until 10.45 P.M. In the northern half of the heavens a heavy mass of 
clouds, whilst fi'om the zenith southward the sky was remarkably clear. 
Here and there, from the under surface of the clouds, dark columns of 
vapour appeared to connect them with the surface of the floe, and resem
bled strongly the water-spouts seen in the tropics. 11.55. halted to 
lunch. Wind N.N.W. 1; q. b. c. v. Temperature +20°. 

Wednesday, ~May 2Sth.-A.M. 0.20. Proceeded. 3. Wind N.E. 2 ; q. o. m. 
4.20. halted, after a rapid march over hard and good snow. Depot cairn 
in sight. Temperature + 20°. 

6 P.M. Wind N.N.E. 1; o. g. 6.20. proceeded. 8. observed Her 
Majesty's sledge "Reliance" to the S.E. S.30. encamped close to the 
depot, found the provisions safe. Fox tracks numerous in the neighbour
hood of the cairn. II. The" Reliance," Captain Ommanney, arrived. 
Placed myself under his orders_ Men employed washing themselves, 
repairing clothing, and refitting some of the gear_ Shot a ptarmigan; 
observed numerous traces of hares. Midnight, party out looking for game. 
Wind north, 2; o. m.; temperature + 15°_ 

Thursday, May 29th.-A.M. I. Party returned, having seen only a few 
ptarmigan_ 

7 A.M. Opened depot. Overcast, with light snow. Employed restowing 
provisions, and otherwise as requisite. Temperature +22°. Erected a 
beacon on the beach, Captain Ommanney having ascended the bluff for 
the same purpose. 

S.30 P.M. Proceeded to the N.E. in company with" Reliance" sledge. 
9.30. sounded in a seal hole, some 2' off shore, found seven fathoms 
water. 11.45. halted to lunch_ Midnight, o.g.; N.N.W. 2. 

Friday, May 30th.-A.M_ 1. Proceeded; pace of sledges very rapid. 
4 A.M. reached extreme of inlet. Encamped. Temperature + 18°; wind 

W.S.W.2. 
P.M. 7.40. Proceeded. Ditto weather; sledges under sail. Snow hard from 

recent thaw. 11.45. halted; the black bluffs just opening. Midnight, 
temperature + 2So_ 

Satu1'day, May 31st.-A.M. 1. Proceeded; calm, o. g. m. Observed the 
black bluffs to the south. 4. halted 4' off the east end of the broad 
bay. Temperature + 25°. Distance = 15. 

P.M. 6.30. Proceeded. Temperature + 35°; calm; o. g. 11.30. haIted. 
Midnight, temperature + ISo_ 

Sunday, June 1 st.-A.M. 0.45. Proceeded. 4.15_ reached and en-
camped at 5 day depot. Observed in our neighbourhood abundant but old 
traces of deer, hare, foxes, and birds. The ground comparatively verdant, 
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saxifrage, poppies, moss, abounding. The first hole of melted water we Encamped for re,'. 14h. 
had seen this year was here discovered in some marshy soil, and though ~v~n~heo~, Ih. 
much coloured by vegetable matter, was drunk with avidity. 7. Fall of W:::'th:.~:g. 
snow. Temperature+2So. We slept with our tent door open, and on top Temp. +2SO. 
of our blanket bags, so warm did it feel. Thirty-eighth Journoy. 

S .. Opened the cairn and arranged provISIons. Temperature + 13°. ~~s~:~c~; 9'. 
Performed divine service. Midnight, proceeded, steering E.N.-easterly. Encamped for rest, ISh. 

Monday, June 2d.-Temperature + 22°. Pace of sledges very good. ~;i:~~'o~' 
Snow hard. 5 A.M. halted and encamped. 7 A.~I. Temperature + 40°. Weather, b. c. v. 

Temp. +22°. 
East, 1 ; o. g. c. m. 

7.30 P.M. Temperature + 35°. South, 1; f. o. s. Proceeded. Midnight, 
halted. 

Tuesday, June 3d.-A.M. lAO. Proceeded. Observed several foxes 
during this march; their winter fur of white is now of a dirty yellow 
colour. The water here was frozen down to the bottom of the sea, at a 
distance of 1~ to 2 miles off shore, the thickness of the floe varying from 
20 to 12 feet. Note.-A few miles west of the inlet, in 100° W., the red 
sandstone of Cape Walker is entirely lost. We find the snow on the land 
much deeper than when we passed westward a month ago; and a cairn 
erected by us then is now covered with lately fallen snow. 5. halted. 
Temperature + 35°. South, 3; o. c. snow, m. 

Azimuth observed, and altitude at 6 P.M. 0 44° 10' 50". Bearing 82° 45'. 
Index error +2' 40." Latitude i4· N. Longitude 101° ,r. 

7.30 P.~I. Proceeded. 9. reached a cairn erected by Captain 
Ommanney. Observed several ptarmigan, and fox tracks. The land from 
east side of the inlet to Cape Walker plainly visible, day remarkably clear, 
with great refraction. Midnight, halted. 

Wednesday June 4t1l.-1.30 A.M. Proceeded. Dragged the sledges 
across the point of the inlet, and steered direct for the depot. Ice in the 
middle of the inlet better than we expected to find it, considering the 
extraordinary quantity of snow which appeared to have fallen on the land 
since our outward journey. 3. Wind S.E. 3.; b. c. m. .5. halted, and 
encamped. 

Thirly~ninth Journey. 

Hours, 8. 
Distance, 12'. 
Encamped for rest, 14h. 
Luncheon, lh. 30m. 
·Wind, S. 
'Veather, ':2. o. c. m. sleet. 
Temp. +:2So. 

Fortieth Journey. 
Hours, s. 
Distance, 13'. 
Encamped for rest, 14h. 
Luncheon, 1 h. 30m. 
Wind, SE .. 
\Veather, 1. h. c. v. 
Temp. +25°. 

7 P.M. Temperature + 21°. S.E. 4. q. b. c. m. i.30. proceeded. The Forty.firstJoumey. 
recent thaws have begun in remarkable degree to improve the travelling ~~~rs. 3. 4' 

through the heavy ice of the east side of the inlet, and the water of the E~~:r::~)~d for rest, I4h. 

snow appears to percolate through the mass, and render it hard and sound {yi~~~e~.~\ .. 
to the tread. This, howeyer, must be the first stage only of the action of Weather. S. q. s. 

the sun on snow and ice, for in the course of a few days, when the whole Temp. +28°. 
body of snow shall have been effected down to the surface of the floe and 
made into sludge, I believe travelling here with sledges would be no longer 
possible. S. observed the cairns ovcr the first depot. 9045. reached 
the tenth day depot; found all in safety. Encamped at midnight. Over-
cast, with falling snow; wind S.W. 4 q. 

Thursday, June 5th.-A.M. Employed opening the cairns, which had be
come much covered with snow. 4.30. observed a party approaching from 
the N.E. 5.20. joined company, Her Majesty's Sledge" Succour," Lieu-
t~nant Mecha~, .sent by Captain Austin, with a boat and refreshments of ~Ier. alt. sun, 760 46'. 

dIfferent descnptIOns for the sledges" True Blue" and" Reliance." Noon, Index error, 2' 40" +. 
latitude by observation 73° 53' 59" N.· and variation 1.5.5° 'V. Halted to True bearing, 355

0
SO'. 

• . ' East extreme of land, 240°, 
recrUIt the crews, and allow them to enJoy the extra allowance of food, &c., 
sent them from the squadron. 

Midnight. Erected a cairn, and Captain Ommanney placed therein a 
record. Temperature + 23°. 

Friday, June 6th.-Midnight. Proceeded in company with Captain 
Ommanney, Her Majesty's sledge, "Reliance." Parted company from 
Her Majesty's sledge" Succour," Lieutenant Mecham. Found the snow 
along the land very heavy. 5045. halted. 

P.M. Wind south; 2. o. c. Temperature +35°. i.15. proceeded. S. 
passe.d ~ boat deposited by Lieutenant Mecham. 10. parted company by 
permIssIOn from Captain Ommanney, who proceeds along the land to Cape 
W:alker. Observed the Low Island (8) to the northward. Sledge under 
saIl; breeze freshening; steering N.E. by the wind. 

2. N 2 

Forty.second Journey. 

lIours, 5. 45. 
Distance, 8'. 
'Vind, E. 
'''eat her, 2. o. c. 
Temp. +36°. 



Forty-tbird Journey. 

Hours, 8. 30. 
Distance, 16', 
Encamped for rest, 1 She Sam. 
Lunch,lh. 
Winll,S.W. 
'Veather, 6. o. s. 
Temp. 

Forty-fourth Journey. 

Hours, 8~. 
Distance, 15'. 
Encamped for rest, 13h. 
Luncheon, ~h. 
Wind, S.E. 
Weather, 3. b. c. m. 
Temp. 

Forty-fifth Journey. 
Hours, 8. 15. 
Distance, 15'. 
Encamped for rcst, 14h. 30m. 
Luncheon, :ih. 
Wind, S. 
'''''eather, 2. O.!Ii. 

Forty-sixth Journey. 

Hours, 9~. 
Distance, IS', 
Encamped for rest, 13!h. 
Luncheoll, ~h. 
Wind, southerly. 
'V eather J 1. o. c. m. 
Temp. 

Forty-seventh Journey. 
Hours, 9. 
Distance, 15'. 
Encamped for rest, 14h. 
Lunch(>on, ~h. 
Wind, S. "T. 
\Veather, 1. f. 

Forty-eighth Journey. 

Hours, 16. 
Distance, 25', 
Encamped. for rest, lSi-h. 
Luncheon, 25m. 
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Having lent my compass (Kater's) to Lieutenant .Mecham to su~vey 
the inlet, and thermometer to Captam Om manney, neIt.her true bean~g8 
nor temperature will be in future noted. The old floe III good travelling 
condition, but fast thawing. 11.45. halted. "Reliance" to the south-west
ward. 

Saturday, June 7th.-A.M. 0.45. ~rocee~ed, S.W.; 4. o. c. m. ; a 
rapid thaw; and now for the first time dId I observe any com~ort 
or advantage in wearing canvass boots, the constant wet ~aturatmg 
leather and cloth to such a degree, that they afforded no protectIOn; and, 
indeed, the lighter the gear about the fe~t the better the me~, see~ed t?, 
walk. The sledge running almost by Itself. 2. observed RelIance 
sledge under the land. 4.50. halted; having had to run for the last hour 
to keep pace with the sledge. S.W. 7.; q.; snow. 

P.~I. 6. South; o. m. 7.15. started under a reefed sail. S. observed 
(S) island to the north-westward; Young Island to the north-e~st\!ard, 
just open of Lowther Island, and Cape Walker to the S.E. Mldmght, 
encamped, amongst heavy pressed-up ice of last season, pressed up 
between Young Island and Cape Walker. Midnight. Encamped. 

Sunday, June Sth.-A.M. 0.45. Proceeded, crossing tiers of ice. Several 
cracks of water running in a S.E. and N. W. direction along the ridges, 
they appear to be recently made, and vary from one foot to a few inches in 
breadth. Bear tracks of every size covered the spaces between the ridges 
of hummocks. 1.30. observed a glaucus gull going to the south. 2. 
reached the young floe; several seal (saddle-backs) in sight; numerous 
bear tracks. 4.4.5. halted. Wind S.E.; 3. o. c. m. Lowther Island 
N. by E. and Cape Walker south. Observed several dovekies going 
to the northward. 7 P.~I. performed divine service. 7.30. started under sail. 
9. Frequent snow squalls; young floe soft, and travelling becoming very 
bad. 11..50. halted_ 

Monday, June 9tl~.-Midnight. Southerly wind. 2. o. c. (q. s.) 0.30 
A.~I. proceeded under sail. Observed several seal and numerous bear tracks; 
heard occasional cry of geese and phalaropes, as they flew past to the north
ward. 4.40. halted. 

6 P.M. Wind south; 1. o. c. m. 6.30. proceeded. Passed the tracks 
of several sledges, almost obliterated. 11. observed Somerville and 
Griffith's Islands. 11.45 halted to lunch. 

Tuesday, June 10th.-Remarkably clear; land seen around as far as Capes 
Bunny, Pressure, Anne, and Walker to the southward. 0.30. started. A bear 
came within 500 yards and then trotted off; another very large one remained 
watching us from a distance, but would not approach. Several ivory gulls 
and burgomasters flying about; observed a boatswain bird. 4.40. halted. 
Great difficulty in procuring pure water from snow, the thaw having con
verted into ice, which the floe had rendered brackish. 

6 P.:I/. South; 1. o. m. v. 6.45. proceeded. Measured the thickness of 
the young floe in several seal-holes, found it 32 inches; about half-way 
between the islands. Travelling heavy; sludge fast forming on the floe. 
Observed a flock of geese flying northward. 11.40. halted. Midnight. 
Thick fog; no wind. 

Wednesday, June lIth.-A.lIf. 0.20. Proceeded. Sun occasionally break
ing through a dense fog; crossing tiers of pressed-up floe, where the voung 
floe had taken against the old barrier of last autumn. 4.40. halted. A 
remarkable white arch of 30° altitude, immediately opposite the sun. Ob
served large holes of water had formed around the old hummocks of ice in 
our neighbourhood. In the last marcho I counted the tracks of no less than 
eleven different sized bears, and measured the impression left by the fore
paw of the largest one; it was 17 inches long, and 11 inches across. Wind 
S.W. Thick fog, with blue sky overhead. 

6 P.}!. Calm; b. m. Observed the N.W. bluff of Griffith Island 
N.XW. Proceeded. 11.50. reached the old floe edge. Midnight, halted 
to lunch. 

Thursday, June 12o/!..-~.25. Proceeded; crossing heavy old ice. 5. 
reached the land floe 2 S. ,\ . of the bluff. Landed and dined. 
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6 A.M. Proceeded to reach the ship; passed several foot prints and Dinner, Ih. 

tracks of sledges. 8. reached the bluff. 9.30. sighted Her Majesty's ~~~~he~'~' m 

squadron. Noon, reached the" Pioneer," aided by a few men who were ' .. 
sent from the vessels to assist the sledge crew. 

(Signed) SHERARD OSBORN, 
Lieutenant in command of the party. 

ABSTRACT. 

Number of days out 38 days. 
Number of days home 20 " 
Total hours travelled - 374 hours. 
Total distance outward - 260 miles} This is the sum of the daily 
Total distance homeward - 260 " courses made good. 

Distance in a direct line - 534 " 
Total hours encamped for}624h .. Sm. 

rest and luncheon 
Total hours detained by bad} 296 hours. 

weather - -
Mean rate of travelling per} 

day, out and home _ 9 miles. 

Daily Routine of Her Majesty's Sledge" True Blue." 
3.30 P.~[. Call the cook. 3.45. Light the (fire. 5.20. Prayers; wind 

the chronometers. 5.40. Breakfast and pipe; follow senior officer's motions 
for striking tent or otherwise. At 6.30. commence marching. Daily 
march 9 hours generally, 5 hours before lunch, 4 hours after lunch; when 
march was rapid, not to exceed 15' per diem. Lunch, about midnight; time 
dependent on the temperature, for making water to drink. Midnight, issue 
?! gill of rum. Whilst weather was cold we always pitched in deep snow 
and banked up well; directly the tent was secured for the day, change 
boots and blanket socks for mocassins. 6.30. Dinner of pemmican, and ~ 
gill of rum; pipes. 7. Turn in; and after ~. A.III. no talking. 

Every Sunday read a portion of the divine service for the day. 

REMARKS. 

On the STATE of the ICE, &c. 

Next to a careful examination of the coast for cairns, wreck, or other 
traces of the missing Expedition, my attention was mainly directed to the 
state of the floe ice, to enable me to draw an inference as to the probability 
of a navigable sea existing at any period of the year in that direction. 

To give a mere copy of the rough notes made on my outward and 
homeward journey, as to the appearance of the ice, would lead to no 
satisfactory result. I therefore take the liberty of giving an abstract of 
my remarks and observations upon that head. 

About six miles from the north-west bluff of Griffith's Island, and in a 
south-west direction, a floe of extremely level ice, and three feet thick, 
(apparently of last winter's formation,) extended itself to within ten miles 
of Cape Walker; whilst to the eastward, and in a line from Griffith's Island 
towards Cape Bunny, a continuous pile of hummocks marks the point of 
contact between this level floe and the barricr of old ice which foiled the 
squadron in going westward last year. 

Northward from Cape Walker, and with a N.W. curve towards Young 
Island, another pile of "pressed-up" ice marked the western limit in that 
direction of the young floe about Lowther Island. 

In my outward journey we reached ice which, I believe, had not moved 
last year, when full ten miles to the eastward of Cape Walker. 

From Cape Walker westward, to long. 98° 30' W., the floe is of an 
uniform description, varying in thickness, as seen at the tide-mark, from 

• 6 to 12 feet, whilst the surface resembled in appearance and depth of snow, 
&c., the body of fixed ice between Griffith's and Cornwallis Islands. 

2. N 3 
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Along the shore in this locality there was a narrow belt of hummocks, 
much rounded in outline by the action of summer thaws; but there were 
none of those piles of broken ice which denote a nip, or the movement at 
any time, of the floe, along the shore, as at the eastern face of Cape Walker, 
and off Griffith's Island, &c. 

Thirty miles west of Cape Walker, and northward to a low island in the 
offing, an accumulation of floe ice commences, which may be said to have 
extended, with but slight alteration in its character, to the farthest point 
reached by me in a westerly direction. With an excellent telescope I Was 
never enabled, from any elevated point on the land, to see aught else but 
this same description of ice to seaward in every direction. 

Between long. 99° and 101° W. and long. 103° and 105
0 

W. the floe 
could only be compared to a heavy cross sea suddenly frozen solid: The 
height of the top of the hummocks above the hollows, through which the 
sledges had to struggle, ranging from 15 to 25 feet. 

The most convincing proof, in my opinion, of the age of these floes, was 
to be found in the fact, that cut where you would into the hummocks, 
and as deep as an axe would allow you, the ice was always fresh, and the 
water made from it was invariably preferred by the men for their cooking 
and drinking. The apparent shallow nature of the coast, together with 
numerous patches of shingle which showed themselves in the offing, tended, 
no doubt, to bind the floe to the land. 

I am led to suppose that the sea along the major part of the land west 
of Cape Walker is frozen to the bottom, from having in several places 
when crossing indentations, and at some mile or two off shore, observed the 
gravel at the bottom of a fissure in the floe, which was a solid body, varying 
from 6 to 20 feet in depth. 

On May 10th I have noted in the journal a narrow escape one of the 
men had when crossing one of these fissures. 

In both the inlets crossed by Captain Ommanney and myself in longi. 
tudes 100° and 101 ° W., the ice was apparently of later date than that 
which lined the coast and extended across their entrances. This, I think, 
may be explained as follows: surrounding these inlets the highest land 
seen during our journey invariably occurred; and from these elevations, to 
judge by the accumulation of recent snow and old alluvial deposits, there 
must be a very great discharge of water into these inlets, which might 
easily dissolve the inclosed ice without moving the floe in the offing. 

From 101 0 to 105° W. longitude, the floe, in addition to its exhibiting 
the same aged appearance as before, had evidently been subject to 
enormous pressure, by which large blocks, many tons in weight, were 
thrown up one on the other, in wild confusion. This pressure had evidently 
been from the N.W., as many of the masses of floe had taken the ground 
to the so~th-eastward, and la.f with their elevated ends pointing to the 
N.W., as If heavy floes, pressIng to the eastward in the offing had thus 
broken up the land ice to the southward. ' 
. Taking a~l these .circumsta!lces into consideration, and comparing the 
Ice seen dUrIng my Journey WIth what I have before seen in these regions, 
I beg. to express, as ~y o.pinion, t~at at no period of the year can there be 
a naVIgable sea for ShIpS III the neIghbourhood of the coast along which I 
travelled westward of Cape Walker. 

(Signed) SHERARD OSBORN, 
Lieutenant. 

On the TRAVELLING EQUIPMENT, &c. 

Not~ithstanding the sev:erity of temperature and weather undergone by 
us durmg the close o~ AprIl and. early part of May, I am still of opinion, 
that when the travel!ll~g operatIOns are intended to exceed 50 or 60 days, 
that the 15th of Apr~IIs as l~te as the commencement of operations should 
be deferr~d to .. ThIS espeCIally .r~fers to parties who may have to cross 
the floe lCe, whIc~, as was anticIpated, became impassable for sledges • 
shortl y after the mIddle of June. 
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The personal equipment of my party, aI!-d the quantity of spare clothing, 
was in every way ample. One alteratIOn, however, I would beg to 
suggest, as a safeguard for the feet from frost-bites during the early part 
of the journey, viz., that of having one pair of the cloth snow boots per 
man in lieu of one pair of the canvass ones. One man in my party 
succeeded in borrowing from a limited party a pair of the service cloth 
boots, and he may be said to have been the only one who did not suffer 
most acutely from cold feet. 

The sledge and its fittings were perfect, and I might also say the 
tent, was it not so limited in size, by which the men were so much 
cramped that they did not rise as refreshed as one would have wished to 
see them. 

The original tent, to which another cloth was added to afford room for 
my enlarged party of eight, would, I think, serve well for a party of seven 
men. 

The wolf·skin blankets, from being composed of such a numberless series 
of small pieces, soon gave way in all directions, and defied such hasty 
repairs as we were able to afford them. They became likewise very offen
sive, from the undressed state of the skin. A buffalo robe, which I took 
with me, wore well, and was much warmer; I should recommend them 
instead of the wolf-skins, the extra weight being amply compensated by 
the comfort afforded the men. 

The cooking apparatus, as far as the plan upon which it is constructed, 
is simple, and answers well; but in dimensions and solidity, I think too 
much has been sacrificed to economise weight. 

The provisions were good, and not too much in quantity. One pound 
of biscuit would be preferable to three quarters; and I think half a pound 
of boiled pork would have been generally liked. In addition to the gill of 
rum per man daily, and which the men really enjoyed, I would recommend, 
in the event of parties travelling during the month of A pril, that an extra 
half gill per diem be issued to them. 

The floor.cloth, when used for a sail, proved of the greatest service. The 
kites, when once up and the wind right astern, had also great power in 
dragging the sledge; but, having got frost.bitten in the fingers, whilst 
handling the line, I had to discontinue their usc, for fear of like accidents 
to the men. 

For fuel, I much prefer spirits to tallow, as being better under control in 
its consumption, lighter in bulk, and far cleaner for cooking with. 

The best water bottles we had were those that were made of the thin 
tin. Glass cracked. 

(Signed) SHERARD OSBORN, Lieutenant. 

Captain AUSTIN to Lieutenant S. OSBORN, late of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Resolnte." 

Sir, yroolwich, 23d October 185l. 
Ihave to acknowledge the receipt of your report and journal of proceed-

ings between the 15th of April and the of June last. 
The long period of your journey, and the labour and privations you have 

undergone, entitle you and your crew to my best thanks. 
I shall have the pleasure of laying your report and journal before the 

Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, who I have no doubt will fully 
appreciate your exertions. 

The manner in which you have been able to speak of your crew has 
afforded me much satisfaction, which has been made known to them. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain Royal Navy, &c. 

2. N4 



( 104 ) 

~ Enclosure 13 of No. 11 of 1851. 

i\(.:\r~lr JOURNAL of H.M. Sledge" ADVENTURE," attached as a limited Sledge 'III: 'ttt, . 0 b 

,11d~~ to H.M. Slri~i;:r~~eJ~~~~~~~~~~~~!. s orn. 

Tuesda~ll, 15th April.-At 6.30 P.M. left. the .s~iI? in company with the 
" . ~ various sl~dge parties attacl~ed to the searc~mg dlvIsI~ns under the ,coI?mand 

Mo,:o._ . Nothm" adventure, of Captam Ommanney LlCutenant AldrIch and LIeutenant M Chntock. 
llothlllg WIn." ". • h' 
6.30 p.m. Captain Austin and all the officers and men of the ~anous SIpS accom_ 
'Yind,s.E. s. m. panied us to the encampment formed on the precedmg Saturday off the 
1her. ID shade, + ISo. N.'V. bluff' of Griffith's Island, where we arrived at 9 P.M. Captain Austin 

read an appropriate prayer, and after shal~ing hands with the o~cers and 
addrcssinO" a few words to the men, took Ius leave. After exchangmg three 

On march, 10 p.m. 
Wind, S.E. 6. o. m. s. 

On march. 

::.! :1. m. Encamped. 
'Vind, S. E. 4. In. s. 
Ther. in tent, + 30°, Outside, 
+ ISO. 
Distance. 5'. 
Hours under ,veigh, 4. 
Encamped, 14h. 

On march, 6 p. m. 
'Vind, S.S.E. 5. o. m. 

Luncheon, 11 p.m. 

On march, 1 a.m. 
Wind, S.E. 6. 0. m. 

Encamp~d, 3. 30 a. m. 
)liles walked, i. 
"~ind, S. E. 7. c. q. o. 
Hours under weigh, 7~. 

Encamped, 16h. 
7 p.m. wine! S.E. 7. c. (I. 
7. 20. on march. 

J,lIncheon, midnight. 
Wjnd, S.E. 4. h. c. 

On m~rch, I a.m. 

Encamped, 4h. 15m. 
Therm. in tent, 300 + . 

" outside, ISO + . 
)lile<; walked, lOt· 
lIours Ulld~r weigh, 8. 
Encamped, 14~h. 

Encamped, G. 30 p. m. 
On march, 6h. 45m. 
\Villl!, S. S.E. G. R b. c. g. 

J~uncheoll, lih. 45m. 
'Vinci, S. 4. o. m. g. 

On marcll, I a.m. 

l~:ncamped, 4 a.m. 
,,'ind, S. 2. c. m. 
Ther.out5ide, + 100. 
Miles walked, 10'. 
Hours under weigh, st . 
.Encamped, 14~h. 
On march, 6. 50. 

l..ullt'heon, midnight. 
Wind, N. 1. o. m. 
Ther. + 10°. 

On milrch, I a. m. 

Encamped, 5 a.m· 
Calm, o. o. m. 

hearty ch~ers the divisions parted company for their respective routes. 
FmsT MARCH. 

Soon after parting company, which we did at 10 P.M., a heavy snow storm 
hid our various divisions from us; the gloom of the weather contrasting 
strongly with the bright hopes and expectations that animated men and 
officers alike in our search for our missing countrymen. We found the 
floe good, but covered with deep soft snow, which rendered the work 
rather fatiguing. 

T'Vednesdny, 16th April.-2 A.1\!. Encamped, the bad weather we expe
rienced rendering it necessary. Enjoyed a warm cup of tea very much. 

SECOND MARCH. 

6 P.}I. Started; floe very uneven; weather too thick to see more than a 
quarter of a mile off'. We were occasionally obliged to clear a way through 
the hummocks with pickaxes, not being able to pick out a path. Pitched 
the tents at 11 P.:lI. for luncheon, this being a necessary precaution in cold 
weather or with any ,,·ind. 

TftUTSdll.'J. 17th Apr£l.-Started at 1 A.:lI.; the wind being so fresh against 
us rendered it very filtiguing work. After some heavy work amongst the 
hummocks we at last reached a level floe, on which 1\'e encamped at 3.30. 
All hands slept wcll after their day's work. 

THIRD MARCH. 

When ,,'c awoke, had to dig thc sledge out of the drift in which it was 
buried. 7.20. startcd; found a favourable change in the weather, the sky 
being clear overhead, although the snow still continued to drift heavily. 
Midnight, pitched the tent f(1r lunch. ' 

Friday, 18th April.-l '\':\I. Started; the floe being still quite level, 
but covercd with snow from ·1 to 8 inchcs deep. Encamped at 4.15 A.M. j 

took advantage of the promising appearance of the weather to hang our wet 
clothes, &c, up to dry. 

FOURTH MARCH. 

Read prayers; started at 6A5 P.i\!. The ,,'eather thick; but clearing up 
at 11 P.M. enabled us to see Lowther Island, N.E. by E. about 11 miles. 
Weather coming on thick 1ve soon lost sight of it. 11...15. pitched tent for 
luncheon. 

Sliturr/({/J, 19th April.-Started at 1 A.M.; floe the same as before; not 
evcn a hummock to relieve the eyc ; a more monotonous SCCIle I can' scarcely 
imagine. At 4. A.:l1. encamped. among some ~mall hummocks, the first we 
had seen during the day; it is an ad\'antage to pitch amongst hummocks, 
so as to get snow for water from the deepcr snow, as we found it brackish 
when taken from the level floe. 

FIFTH MARCH. ' 

Read prayers; started at 6.50 P.~I. 9. observed several seals on the 
ice; went in pursuit, but returned without success. The thickness of the ice 
~t one of the holes was. about 3 feet. We observed Cape Wal~er at 
mtervals through the mist; at 11. saw a recent fox track. 12. pitched 
tents for lunch. . 

Tuesda.1J, 20th April.-Started at 1 A.M. At 2 A.!\!:. the thermometer 
rose suddenly to +25°, with a sultry and oppressive feeling in the air. 

.' 
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Camped at 5 A.M.; a thick mist over the land prevented us seeing Cape Th<r. +31°. 
!\Illeo; walked, 10. 

\Valker. Huu," und.r weigh, 9. 10. 
SIXTH MARCH. En('amped, 13i h. 

5 P.;\I. Read short divine service. 6.50. started with a freshening 
breeze; at 9 P.:lI. mad.e sail, which we found a very great assistance,. some 
of the sledges requirmg only two me!1 on the drag-r~pes. Cape ". alker 
showing at intervals through the nllst, and appearIng very close. 12. 
pitched tents for lunch. 

On march, 'j p.m. 

I.unl"heon, mi<lnighl. 
Wind, N. W. S. 7. c. g. 
Ther. + 7°. 

llfonday, 21st Aprii.-Started at 1 A.:lI. 

camped; Cape Walker S.S. \r., cl or ;j miles. 
during the day. 

under ~ail ; floe level. 5. 
Boots froze hard inside tent ~~;;.m~eldoo~ a.m. 

:;\Iiles walked, l~. 

Sr-;YE;>;TII MARCH. 
IIour~ under weigh, 9. 10. 

The order to start was obe.yed with even more than usual alacrity; men Head pray.". 
Encamped, Hh. 

and officers being animated with hopes of soon finding some traces of our 
long soue:ht-for countrymen. \Ve started at 7 1'.:11. One of the most On march, 7 p.m. 

L.J • Ther", in tent. _::ice 
brilliant parhelia I have yet seen excited our admiratIOn. ,. outside_7C. 

After a very cold and cheerless march, in which all hands were severely Wind, W. s. <. 

frost-bitten, we arrived at midnight at a very heavy chain of hummocks, 
varying from 20 to 30 feet in height; over these we had some difficulty 
in dragging our sledges, some of them were unloaded before attempt-
ing to cross. Captain Ommanney hoisted the IInion jack, and took 
possession of the land in the name of Her most Gracious ~hjesty Queen 
Victoria. 

Tuesdl/y, :2:2ri April.-At 1:2.:30. :Ill the oledges had crossed, and 
camped under some high cliffs about:2 miles to the we~tward of Cape 
Walker. 

1 A.)I. Lunched, and went to our bags; \,(Cry few succeeded in obtaining 

Encampt'J, I a.m. 
'\'ind, 'V.S. \V. 6. 8. b. c. g. 
Ther. in tent -] 0°, 

" out~ide _20°. 
:;\Jilt.'s walled, 5. 
Boun under weigh, .5. ~O. 

any sleep, the sudden fall in the temperature being ~eyercly felt by all Encamped, noon. 
hands. Wind, W.S.W. 6. 8. b.g. 

At 8 P.:lI. accompanied Lieutenant ;\lecham and a party of men in a 
walk to thc westward, hoping to obtain sOllie clue to the direction of our 
missing expedition, and if possible clear up the horrid mystery which now 
hangs oyer their fate; another party was sent to the eastward. 

The cliffs under which we camped run in a ~.N.W. direction for about 
3~ miles, ending in an abrupt bluff, which we ascended; from the hill we 
perceived another hill terminating in a sharp point about cl miles in a 
W. by S. direction; to this point we proceeded and ascended the hill ; 
perceiyed another point about :{ miles ott~ but no appearance of a tennina
tion to the land, although its character had changed fi'om the bold cliffs 
under which ,vc were camped to low and gradually ascending hills. We 
returned to the encampment at midnight; where, much to our regret, we 
found that the search to the eastward had met with no better success than 
our own. Two remains of Esquimaux summer encampments were seen 
about a mile from the tents, apparently very old. A solitary white hare 
was the only living thing seen. 

Wednesday, 23d April.-Lunched, and went to our bags. Weather too 
cold during the day to think of starting, as the wind was in our faces. 

At 9. P.'I. Her Majesty's Sledge" Success," under Mr. Krabbe, left us 
for Griffith's Island, taking back from the" True Blue," John Marshall, A.B., 
",:ho had bee~ s~verely frost-b~tten in the feet on thc preceding Monday 
mg?t; from hIS kmdness Iobtall1erl a tallow lamp and a small kcttle, (with 
w~lch, thanks to the forethought of Captain Austin, be had been provided,) 
thiS I found very useful. We then buried the India-rubber boats under a 
very conspicuous peaked cliff of red sandstone, about midway between the 
cape and the bluff at the N.N.W. termination of the high land. 

The wind JJ.is evening blew completely through the after end of the 
ten.t; the ~o~.as .so intense, that, although in my bag, my chronometer, 
whlc~ was. 111 an Inside pocket, stopped, so that after this its only usc was 
as a timepiece. 

Th.ursdG;1j, 24th April.-The weather cleared up and the wind moderated 
towards evening. We were detained 68 hours by bad weather. 

2. o 

Encamped, 1 a.m, 
Wind, W.S. W. 
Ther. in tent, _15°, 

n outliiide, _26°, 

II p.m. 
Wiud, W.S.W. 7. 9. b.~. 
Thcr, in lent, _21°, 

Jt outside, -27.:1, 

Encamped, noon. 
Wind. W.S.W. 6. b.g. 
Thcr, inside, _40, 

.. ol,.lt~id(', - 11 Q, 



Encamped, 68h. 
Detained by bad weatber~ 

On march, 8. SO. 
Wind, \V.S. \V. S. o. m. 
Tber. outside, _7°. 

Luncheon, 1 a.m. 
Ther. _80~ 

Encamped. 
Miles walked, 7~. 
Hours under weigh, 7-i. 
Encamped, IS. 
6 p.m. rearl prayers. 
Wi lid,. calm, o. h. c. 
Ther. in tt'nt, + 40°. 

00 march, 6. SO. 

Encamped, II p.m. 
Ther. _24°. 
Milt's walked, 4. 
Hours under weigh, 4-!. 

Encamped, Sh. 
On mar(;h, 7 a. rn. 
Calm, o. b. c. 
Luncheon. II. 30 a.m. 
Ther. _fio. 
Ln.t. mer. all. 740 4'. 
Var.1610 W. 

On march, 1 p.m. 

Encamped. 5 p. m. 
l\li1E'S travelled. 9. 
Hours uuder w~igh, 81-. 

Encamped, 14h. 
On march, 7 a.m. 
Ther. ill tf'nt, -] 5°. 

" outside, _25°. 
LUllch, 12. 30. p.m. 
Ther. in Slln, 0°. 

H in sh ... de, _15°. 

On march. 

Encamped. 
Miles walked, 9. 
Hours under weigh, 9. 
Ther. in tent, + 14°. 

Encamped, S a.m. 
Ther. inside, _5°, 

" outside. _34°. 
Encamped, 17h. 

On march, 10 a.m. 

Luncheon. 
Willd, W.S.W. I. b.c. 
Th~r. in ~hade, _2°, 

Encamped. 
Miles walked, 6. 
Hours travelled, 7 i. 
Thermom('t~r during night, 
outside _50 to _27°; inside 
+5 to ._15°. 

Encamped, IS! hOllrs. 
On march. 
Wind, S. W .. 2. h. o. 
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EIGHTH MARCH. 

Lieutenant Browne, with Her Majesty's Sledge "Enterprize," parted 
company, and prl)ceeded towards the cape. 8.30. started, recrossed the 
hummocks, and travelled along the floe at the edge of them; travelling 
fair. 

Friday, 25th April.-l A.M. pitched tent for lunch; started at 2.15. 
The confinement to the tents to which we had lately been suqjected 
cyidently produced a bad effect on the men, as they were more fagged than 
on previous occasions with harder work. Camped at 5.30. A.M. 

NINTH MARCH. 

6.30 P.M. started; Mr. Ede and myself went inshore to look for traces, 
while the sledges crossed the bays. The land trending W. by S. rising 
gradually from the floe, is covered with snow 3 or 4 feet deep. Returned 
at 11 P.M.; found the party camped in consequence of the thermometer 
having fallen from zero to -24 in halfan hour; one of my men was slightly 
frost-bitten in the feet, fortunately he soon recovered. 

TENTH MARCH. 

Saturdfl.Y, 26th- April.-In consequence of the low temperatures at night, 
Captain Ommanney determined on travelling by day; we accordingly 
started at i A.M.; floe good, heavy hummocks close in shore; land the same 
as before. 11.30. pitched tents for lunch. I found my artificial horizon, 
one on the same principle as Lieut. Browne's, for which I am indebted to 
the kindnes~ of Messrs. May and Harwood, was, from some error in its 
construction, useless; having been made the day before we started, I had 
not had an opportunity of trying it; one very great objection to the principle 
is the difficulty in levelling them correctly in cold weather. Started 
at. 1 P.M., floe tolerable, land gradnally becoming lower and more shelving; 
no appearance of hills inland. Camped at 5 P.M. 

ELEVENTH MARCH_ 

Sundny, 27th April.-Mercury froze during the night, and contracted 
to-44°. 

7. Started; found the floe very uneven. Two officers inshore looking 
for traces. 12.30 P.M. lunched. 

1.30 P.M. Started in company with Ede, and went inshore. Observed an 
island, discovered on the preccding day by Captain Ommanney, bearing 
N.W., and high land to the W.S.W. apparently a long way off; we also 
saw many traces of foxes and hares; the land trended more to the S. W., and 
was very low .. From the appearance of the hummocks I should be in
clined to think that the water must be very shoal off this part of the coast, 
and that the floe is of some age. The land was covered with snow of some 
depth; occasionally a little moss was seen, but none that would assist us to 
eke out our fuel. We returned at 5 P.M. after an unsuccessful search. 
Camped at 5 P.M. 

TWELFTH MARCH. 

Monday, 28th Apn'l.-Received two days and a half provisions from 
Her Majesty's Sledge "Inflexible," Mr. Ede in charge. Sent George 
Francis,R.M.,back by him, his finger having been badly frost-bitten, receiving 
William Caldwell (armourer) in his place. After exchanging three hearty 
cheers, he parted company on his return to the squadron. We started at 
lO A.M. At 12 we entered a heavy chain of grounded hummocks. 12.30. 
pitched the tents for lunch. 1.30. started. Lieutenant Mecham and 
myself went inshore; we found that the hummocks were smaller and the 
floe smoothcr inshore. Returned, and camped at 6.15., having ~ade but 
little progress, on account of the heavy hummocks; "One two three,
haul," being the constant cry all day. Land observed to th~ W.S.W. 

THIRTEENTH MARCH. 

Tuesday, 29th. April.-7.45. started among the same hummocks as we 
were in yesterday, and made for the shore to avoid them. 12.30. pitche~ 
tents for lunch. 1.30. started, the work becoming lighter as we neared the 
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shore, which we reached at 2.30. The travelling along shore was much Luncheon. 12.30 p.m. 
d . h Ther. in sh.td better; the land was low, covere WIt snow, trended to the S. W. Encamped, 6. 30 p.m. 

Camped 6.30. Most of the men complained of their eyes, the glare of the ~Ii'e, travelled, 9. 

afternoon sun was very strong. Houcs under weigh, 9!. 
9 p.m. 

Wednesday, 30th April.-Early in the morning I was obliged to drop WIIlU, S,E. s.c. 
wine of opium into, and bandage, the eyes of two of my men. 7.30 A.~I. Encamped. 

I fher. during night. inside-SO 
sent the hands out to bury the depots; buried them on a irnestone terrace, 10 +200; uu"ide, _IS0. 
about 60 \'ards from the beach. Two cairns about 7 feet high were built D ep. 

J h' II h h £' b . Lat 73° 55' ~ about 20 yards apart; anot er caIrn, sma er t an t e lOrIner, was UIlt on Lo~g. 990 4<1 \v. 
another terrace about 200 yards higher up the beach. Of the security of Sigh" were taken by Cartain 

. . fi d h -' f' II' b £' Ommanney these depota we were qUIte satls e , as t e lIOgS, a ter sme mg a ~ut l?r Encamped.' 

some time, left the CaIrns apparently satlsfied that there was nothIng In 

them. We were obliged to send the men to the tents on account of the 
snow blindness. Lieutenant Osborn and two of his men were perfectly 
blind; another of his men had a very severe attack of diarrhrea. The 
total number of sick was seventeen; 15 with snow blindness, 1 diarrhrea, 
1 frost-bitten toe, but not severely. We took advantage of our compulsory 
stoppage to dry our robes and blankets, &c. which were quite saturated. 
After luncheon Captain Ommanney, Lieutenant Mecham, and myself Noon, 

h h'll h d' 'd d . I btl'" 14' \ WlnU,S.W.9.b.c. went up tel s, w en we Iscovere a eep met, a ou ~ or aeep, Ther. in sun, +250. 
and 3' or 4' broad. Our depot was buried on the eastern point of this in shade, _5°. 
inlet, so that no one could possibly miss the depot. This inlet ran up in a 
S.E. and N.W. direction; the land at the head ran apparently in a S.W. 
and N.R. direction; there also appeared to be a deep bay or inlet at the 
head of the large inlet. The floe was very hummocky and uneven, appa-
rentlyof some age. We enjoyed [l cup of hot tea after our fatiguing 
walk. 

Thursday, 1st May.-Sent the people out in the forenoon to build the 
small cairn higher. Kept ali hands in during the afternoon. At 7 P.~I. 
accompanied Lieutenant Mecham with a party of men to assist him, he 
having been sent with a made-up crew of sound men, and four days pro
visions, to explore the inlet. We returned at midnight, and found the 
thermometer had risen to -13°; the wind unfortunately had freshened, with 
every appearance of a coming gale. 

Encamped, 8 a.m. 
Calm, o. h. c, 
Ther. in shade, _130 • 

in tent, + ISO. 

Midnight. 
Ther. _ISO, 
Wind, S. E. ·1 c. q. 

Friday, 2d May.-A heavy gale of wind from the S.E. prevented our Ther, in tent, +40 to + 14°. 
moving from the tents. Wind, S.E.;, o.m.q 

S~turday, 3d May.-The wind gradually died away during the 
even mg. 

Sunday}, 4th Ma,1j.-W e were delighted on turning out to find a beautiful 
day. The thermometer rose for the first time since Wednesday, 2:3d April, 
above the freezing point inside the tent. I was very glad to find all our 
snow-blind men had recovered. A ptarmigan was shot in the forenoon; 
we opened the crop, and found the contents consisting of willow buds, very 
good indeed. Our sledge being completely buried in the drift, we dug 
her out, and then supplied Lieutenant Osborn with 10 days provisions, 
completing him to 37~ days. We then made some water, and all hands 
enjoyed a good wash. Captain Ommanlley read divine ,en'icc to all hands 
on the floe. All hands turned in for the afternoon, preparatory to recom
mencing night marching. 

RETURNING TO SQT' ADRON. 

t! a.m. 
Calm, o. h. c. 
Ther. inside. + ISO. 

out:<::ide, + gO, 

Encamped. 

Divine service. 
Noon, ther. + ~OO. 

Encamped 120h. Detained by 
snow blindne~~ and k'd weather. 

FIRST MARCH. On march, 7.30 p,m. 

Received despatches and orders from Captain Ommanney, and after as.",. 3. o,g.m,s. 

d . f h Orders from Cart. Ommanney 
etentlOn 0 120 ours, partly from snow blindness, partly from bad weather, Ihat, in pUNlan"e uf directions 

I parted company from Captain Ommannev and Lieutenant Osborn, leavina: f"om Capt. H. T. Au,ti", ('.B., 

II f h . .J "'--' I wa<; to searl'h YOUllj:!; Island 
a 0 t em 111 good health and spirits. I followed the trendings of the cua;;t, and the east co",! of Lo"ther 

to keep clear of ~he heavy grounded hummocks we had previousl.y passed Islaod. 

through; the mIsty weather rendered this a difficult task, from the diffi-
culty in distinguishing the land from the floe, till we found ourselves 
amongst the hummocks. 

~I d h Luncheon, 12. SO. 
~r..t.on ay,5f May.-12.30. Pitched tent for luncheon. 1.30. started: Wi,,", S.II'. S. o.g.m.s. 

obliged to follow the land as before lunch. 4.45. ca!1Jped on the floe half Th. r. _,0. 
'1 ft· h H:h'l h . h' . Un mar.h, I. SO. a ml e 0 sore. .. let e men were PItc mg I went inshore to examme Encamped. 

2. 0 2 



Miles walked, 13. 
Heurs under weigh, Bi. 

Encamped, 13th 
On march, 6 p.m. 
Wind, N.W. 2. b. c. 

Luncheon, 11. 30. 
Ther. _12°. 

On march. 

Encamped. 
)Iile~ walked, 15. 
1Ioun under weigb, 9~. 

Encamped, 15h. 
On march. 
Wind, N. W. 4. 6. o. m. q. 

l.uncheon. 
Wind, ~.\V.:!. o.m.q. 

00 march. 
Encamped. 
Wind, O. o. m. S. 
Miles walked, 9. 
Hours under weigh, ~:q. 
Di~tancc made good, 'j. 

Searching Young Islnnd. 

Encamped. 

Searching Young Island. 

Miunight. 
Wind, S.S.'V. i. 9.o.m.g. 

Searching Young Island. 

Description or Y i)ung Ibland. 

( 108 ) 

the floe to seaward. I was glad to find it was smooth enough to allow us 
to steer a course for Young Island. 

SECOND MARCH. 

Read prayers; started at 6 P.M., steering N.N. by E. Our progress was 
somewhat retarded by the ridges of snow, caused by the ~ate gale. I s.hould 
think floe was of an old formation. Passed about 10 mIles off the Island 
discovered on the 26th of April. 11.30. pitched tent for luncheon .. 

Tuesday, 6th May.-12.30. A.:II. Started; a great deal of refractIOn to 
the northward and westward. Floe the same as before luncheon. 4.30. 
camped; observed Lowther Island bearing N.E. One of my men broke 
the thermometer. 

THIRD MARCH. 

7.30. P.M. Started; weather too thick to see 100 yards ahead; it cleared 
up a little at 111'.:\1. Observed Lowther Island N.E., Cape Walker S.E. 
The floe was tolerable; the sastrugoo ran in aN. W. and S.E. direction, 
showing that the prevailing wind~ were the same as we had experienced 
during the winter. From the thickness of the weather I found It of very 
great assistance in steering my course. 

rVednesday, 7th j1fay.-Pitched tent for luncheon at 12.15. Whilst at 
luncheon, the weather clearing up a little, fortunately enabled me to see 
Youn<1 Island about:2 miles to the N.W. 1.30. started. 3.15. camped 
on Y;ung Island; before reaching the land wc had to pass through half a 
mile of hummocks, none of them of any great size. While the men were 
pitching the tent I went inland to examine it and layout my plans for a 
search on the morrow; returned to the tent at 4.30. While at dinner a 
female bear and two cubs paid us a visit, but would not come close enough 
for us to have a shot at them. 

I turned out at :2 P.~I., intending to explore the island before breakfast; 
but the glare being too strong to expose my men to, four of them having 
so recently recovered [i'om snow blindness, I defcl'l'ed it till evening. At 
5.:30. P.~f., accompanied by two men, I started round the north side of the 
island, sending my captain of the sledge, with two men, round the other 
side, intending to meet them and cross the island and return to the tents 
by lunch time. I followed the coast line for about three hours, when the 
mist became so dense as to prevent us seeing more than a few yards, and 
we were unable to follow it any longer. We at last found ourselves in the 
middle of the island; with some difficulty I found my way back to the tent 
at 11.30. The breeze having frcshened to a gale, accompanied by a thick 
drift and mist, ,,,ith no signs of the other party, I began to feel very 
anxious about them, fearing they might have lost their way and got on 
the floe. 

Tltu1'sdaJ/, 8tft 11I(I.lI.-The mist clearing up a little, at 2 A :\1., accompa· 
nied by one man, who had not been (lut before, I went in the same direc
tion as the missing men had gone in, hoping to find some traces of them; 
and as they had been wme time absent I took their grog and some biscuit 
with me. My search was a fruitless one; I returned to the tent at 
4.15. A.:\l., and about five minutes after my fears were removed by the 
return of the three men. It appcars they saw me when I turned back~ and 
fired a musket to attract my attention; fortunately they had seen me, and 
by following my traces found their way back, having 'been eleven hours 
away [i'om the tent. It is with feelings of sorrow that I have to report 
that this search for our gallant comrad;s was as unsuccessful as the former 
ones. The following description of Young Island is partly from my own 
observations and partly [i'om the report of the three men who were sent 
the other way, and came to my footsteps where I had struck off from the 
coast, and by whicl~ they were mi.sled. The :'ery misty state of the weather 
preven~ed my takmg any beanngs, or domg anything in the way of 
surveymg. 

Young Island.-The island must be about 9 or 10 miles in circum
ference, judging from the time we were walking, and not more than 4 
broad at any part. T~e south end is narrow, gradually becoming broader 
towards the northern SIde. As far as I could judge, it was full of bays and 
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small inlets, heavy hummocks off the north side extending about two miles 
off shore. The rest of the coast was pretty free from hummocks, except 
tidal ones. The land is a series of limestone terraces, rising very gradually 
from the sea; the summit is not more than 60 feet above the level of the 
sea. The middle of the island appears to be a kind of sunken plain, covered 
with deep snow. The men thought themselves 011 the floe for some time, 
as not a patch of stone could be seen. There were no grounded hummocks 
to denote shoal water, though, from the appearance of the land, I should Noon, 

have fancied there would have been. Wind S.S.W. 7. 9.0.g. 

FOURTH MARCIl. 

All hands slept well after the fatigues of the preceding night. W e ~:~~~i~~\;~~~'~ Island. 

started at 7 I'.~[. under sail; the weather very thick and misty j the wind On march. 7. 

was so strong that two men were obliged to sit on the sledge to prevent Wind, S.S.W. 7. 9.0.m.g. 

it running ahead of the men. We cleared the heavy hummocks off the 
north coast of the island about 9 I'.~I. The chain appeared to run to 

-the southward and eastward for some distance. After clearing the hum
mocks wc entered on a tolerably smooth floe. I ~hould imagine it to be 
an old one. At 10 P.M. the mist cleared off. I perceived Lowther Island 
right ahead. Steered for a bluff headland, which I imagined must be the 
S.W. point. 

Midnight. Lunched, without pitching the tent; we found it cold work. I,uneheon. midnight. 
Wind, S. "'. 5. b. c. 

Friday, 9th llfrt,y.-Started at 12.;~()., the breeze still continuing fresh 0" march. 

enough to afford very material a"istance; the floc ~ame as before. On 
closing the land I observed a beach between the point I had been steering 
for and another to S.E. ; for the centre of this beach I steered. .-\.t :3.30. 
I saw a small cairn, with a flag flying. I steered for this, and crossing some 
heavy hummocks, camped on Lowther Island at -! A.~l. I then walked up 
to the cairn, and found that the depot was buried beneath it. Of the 

Encamped, 4 a.m. 
l\Iile'i walked, 21. 
Hours ulH.ler weigh, st. 

excellent position of the depM, I need say no more than that any party At depot on Lowther Island. 

coming from Young Island could not po,sibly miss it in calm weather, 
if clear. The men were tired at the quick pace we had crossed, having 
done 21 miles in 8~ hours, and only three stoppages wcre made. Numerous 
bear tracb having becn seen on the floe, I was glad to find, after a strict 
examination of the land ncar the depot. that there was no appearance of any 
of those animals near it. I left a record of my visit, and having sufficient Deposited record ofTisit. 

provisions to carry me back to the squadron, I did not disturb the depot. 

FIFTH ?lIARCH. 

Started at 7.30 P.M. While the sledge went round the coast, I went up 
the hills, hoping that my search might be more sllccessful than previolls 
ones had been. The land at the S.E. part of the island rises very abruptly 
from the sea, at one part in perpendicular cliffs, about 300 feet high, with 
limestone terraces of 50 yards broad between the foot of them and the floc. 
It appears to be oflimestone formation. I saw very little vegetation j a solitary 
hare's track was the only sign of animal life. I returned to the sledge at 9.30 
1'.~I., sending it across the bays while I walked round the beach. After 
passing the cliffs before mentioned, the land gradually lowers, and aO'ain 
becomes steeper towards the north end; the N.E. end, like the S. W., ~ter. 
minates in a bold bluff. The weather became misty soon after partino- from 
the depot. As ncar as I could judge ii'om the' sun, my compass ~bejnO' 
useless, the land, after pa;:;sing the S.E. point, trended N.E. for four mile~ 
then N.E. by N. three miles, then 1\.~.E. four miles, after which it ran to 
the northward and westward. The cast coast is full of small bays and 
i~dentation". The hummocks arc i~lconsiderable, extending only a short 
distance off shore. About four mIles ofT" shore there is a large bank of 
~leav~' hUlllmocks, apparently aground. From their appearance I should 
Imagme thcy mllst denote the cxistence of shoal water. 

SatuJ"da.lJ, 10th l}fu,Ij.-1 :2'-!:J. Pitched tent for lunch. 1.30. started. 
The weather coming on too thick to see our way, we camped at .'5 A.M. 

SIXTH MARCH. 

Encamped, 15!h. 
On march, 7. so. 
Wind. S.W. 3. o. rn. 

On alarch. 

Searching east coast of Lowther 
Island. 

Luncheon, 12. 4j. 3.m. 
Wind, S.W. 3. o.m. 
On march, 1. 30. 
Encamped,S a.m. 
;uiles walked, IS. 
Hours under weigh, 8~. 

7 P.~I. Started. Examined as far as the north bluff, without discovering Read prayers. 

any traces. Returned at 8.30. to the sledge; built a cairn and left a O~ march, 7 p.m. 
~ , Wmd W. 2. o.m. 

:2. 0 :3 EncRmped, 14h. 



On march for Griffith'. Island 

l.unc:h, 12. 15. 
Encamped,S. a,m. 
Miles travelled, 15. 
Hours under weigh, 9t. 

Read prayers. 
On march, 7. p.m. 
Wind, N. W. 2. o.m. 
Encamped, 14h. 

Lunch, 12h. 20m. 
On march, I. SO. 

Encamped, 4.45. 
Miles walked, 9. 
Hours under weigh, 8!. 

Read prayers, 7. 
On march, 8. 

Arrival at ship. 
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record of my search. 9 P.M. started for Gri.ffith's Isla~d. We avoided the 
heavy hummocks which extend for a CO~lslderable distance off the no~th 
and N.E. coast, and entered on a beautIfully level floe. Weather thICk 
and misty. 

Sunday, 11th May.-12.15. the weather was warm enough to allow us 
to lunch without pitching the tent. 1. started. Floe good. 5. camped. 
N. W. bluff of Griffith's E.S.E.; Brown Island N.E. by E. 

SEVENTH MARCH. 

Started at 7 P.M. About a mile from the encampment we entered a range 
of hummocks, which appeared to run in a N .E. direct;ion t~wards Brown 
Island. For about two miles they were heavy, and would be Impassable for 
a heavy sledge. These hummocks, I should think, were caused by the 
young floe coming in collision with the old. 

Monday, 12th M(1,1j.-At 12. 20. lunched ~ithout pitching tent. 
Started at 1. 30. Saw five bears off the east P01l1t of Lowther Island, 
and one to the west.ward. The men worked very hard all night., endea
vuuring to reach Griffith's Island by morning; but the hummocks we fell 
in with, and did not clear till we came to the old floe, prevented us, and at 
4. 45. we camped about 4 miles from the N.W. bluff: As an example 
of the curious effects of optical deception in these regions, about an hour 
before encamping I saw a black object on the floe, some distance off; this I 
at first took for a bear, although it looked too large; latterly I began to 
take it for a tent; when we stopped, several of the men looked at it through 
the glass, and as they agreed with me in thinking it was a tent, I imme
diately started off for it, looking round repeatedly at my own tent, and 
comparing the two appearances; 1 was convinced that I was right, nor was 
it till I had got within a hundred yards of it that I perceived it was the 
shade thrown on a hummock, the indistinct light which prevailed at the 
time rendering the appearance still more deceiving. 

EIGHTH MARCH. 

Started at 8 P.M.; heavy hummocks for the first mile, all apparently old 
floe; after passing through them we got on the old floe off Griffith's 
Island. 

We sighted the ships at 11. 45. 

Tllesd(~IJ, 13th.-Went ahead of the sledge to report my arrival. Met 
Captain Austin at 1 A.M., by whom I was cordially received; his first 
anxious questions after the health, spirits, and conduct of my crew, I 
was able to answer most satisfactorily to him; his next, after tidings of our 
missing countrymen, I was sorry not to be able to give an answer to. I 
then accompanied him to the sledge, when, after inquiring from each man 
how he was, he complimented them all on their general good conduct, 
cheerfulness, and alacrity they had displayed under all circumstances. We 
arrived at the ship at 1. 30 A.M., where we received a hearty welcome 
from all hands. 

In conclusion, I can only add, that the conduct of the men from the 
time.we left the . squadron till my retur? was most satisfactory, never in 
al1J: I.nstance havmg to find fault; nothmg could surpass the friendly and 
obhgmg manner they showed towards one another, or their civility and 
respectful manner to myself; and if ever I have the good fortune to belong 
to another party, I would choose the same men as I had before. 

(Signed) R. VESEY HAMILTON, 

Mate, &c. 
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Dat •. 
Hours undt"r Distance 

Remarks on the outward March. weigh. travelled. 

April 16th - 4.00 5 

" 17th - - 7.30 61 
2 

" 
18th - - 8.15 10 

" 19th - - 9.10 10 

" 
20th - - 9.10 12 

" 
21st - - 5.20 5 Arrived at Cape Walker_ 

" 
21st to 25th - 68 detained - - Detained by b'ad weather. 

" 
25th - - 7.45 7~ Departed from Cape Walker; Lieut. 

" 
2.Sth P.M. ~ I 4.30 4 Brown parted company. 

" 
26th - 8.30 9 In consequence of the sudden fall of 

" 
27th - - 9.00 , 9 temperature, Captain Ommanney 

" 
28th - - 7.15 I 6 changed travelling to day instead of 

" 
29th - - 9.45 I 9 night. 

Total - - 90.10 93 

" 
29th to 4th of May 120 detained - - Detained by snow blindness and bad 

I 
weather, Lient. Mecham being 
detached to explore an inlet dis-
covered on the 30th of April. 

Date. I 
Hours under Di~tance 

I 
Remarks on our return March to Squadron. weigh. travelled. 

May 5th - -I 8.15 13 

" 
6th - - ! 9.30 15 {mad. } 13 

, good 

7th - - I 6.45 9 do. 7 
" 
" 

8th - - ! Detained - - - - I Exploring Young Island. 

" 
9th - i 

8.30 21 Arrived at Lowther Island. 

" 
10th - I 8.4.5 13 I Searching east coast of Lowther Island. 

" 
11th - - 9.15 15 i Left Lowther Island. 

" 
12th - - 8.30 9 I 

" 
13th - - 5.30 10 Arrived at squadron. 

Total - - 65.10 105 

Outward - 90.10 93 

Total of both marches I 155.20 198 
I 

Hours. 

No. of hours detained bv weather and snow blindness 
Exploring Young Island 

188 
39~ 

- 626 
24 

Encamped for rest 
Encamppd for luncheon 

REMARKS ON EQUIPMENT. 

The tents are too small; mine was enlarged on board for 8 men, and 
would answer very well for 7; those made on board the ship appear to 
have answered well. A pocket at the after end of the tent would be a 
great convenience for the officer of the party to put his compass, ther· 
mometer, &c. in. Doubling the after part of tent about half way up 
would keep out the wind very much. 

Clothing is quite sufficient, except for the feet. The canvass boots 
answered well during the warm weather, but in the cold weather we 
experienced deer skin mocassins would be advisable; they should be made 
of ~ 13:rge size, so that a sufficient quantity of woollen articles could be put 
on InsIde them. 

Spectacles would be very desirable, for notwithstanding the men wore 
their veils, several were snow blind, whilst none of those who wore spec
tacles suffered any inconvenience. 

Cooking apparatus ought to be very much stronger; everything should 
be rivetted, the solder of the kettles having melted; the pattern of the 
kettles is very good, but they arc too small for eight men. The stew
pans are just half large enough; we were always obliged to have both 
the spirit and tallow lamp in use at the same time for dinner. 

2. 04 

Tent<. 

Clothing. 

Spect.,cl ... 

Cooking Apparatu .. 



Provisions. 

Blanket bags. 

Floor-cloth,. 

Sledges. 

Hrusbei. 

Robes. 

Knap5RCks. 
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Sufficient, except bread, which might be increased to I lb., in which' 
case, I think, pemmican might be reduced to 10 oz. Tea at night. when 
confined to the tent, from bad weather or other causes, much apprecIated. 

The ship's blankets, of which my bags were m~de, are not thick enough 
for a longer period than a month, several o~ mme when I returned had 
holes in them, and they were all worn very thm. 

The damp struck through the floor-cloths when pitched on soft snow, in 
consequence of the heat of the body thawing the snow; but as they were 
made of good mackintosh, I think the damp wo~ld strike throug:h anything 
we could substitute for them. When fitted as salls they were of very great 
assistance. 

Slcdcres answered admirably, nothing could have been better. 
The "eoir brushes were of very little good, mine and several others only 

lasted 5 or 6 days; they are too brittle for £i'osty Large clothes 
brushes appeare'd to answer very well. 

I think buffalo robes would be preferable to the wolf skin; had one sewn 
on to my robes, which dried sooner, and took longer to become saturated 
than the wolf skins, besides being "ery much n'ore durable. 

Knapsacks are very superior to the ha"ersacks, not only fi'om their larger 
size, but being £'lstened more securely are not so liable to be filled with 
drift, and in case of being obliged to abandon the sledge, are milch better 
to carry than a haversack. 

(Signed) H. VESEY HA~IILTOX, 
Mate, &c. 

Captain AUSTIN to Mr. Y ESEY HA}IILTON, ;\1atc, Her ;\Iajesty's Ship 
" Assistance," late in command of the sledge" Adventure." 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolnt",,, at Winter Quarters 
between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, 

Sir, 2d June 1851. 
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your journal of proceedings whilst 

in command of the sledge" Adventure," between the 15th of April and 
13th of :VIav last. 

Captain Ommanney has informed me, that while with him your conduct 
was" zealous and acti"e;" which, coupled with the manner in which you 
performed the service intrusted to yon after being detached, entitles you 
to my full approbation. 

The circumstance of your llaving brought your men back with but one 
simple casualty of snow blindness, evinces care and attention. 

I am mnch pleased with the account you are able to give of the conduct 
of your crew, which has been made known to them. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain, &c. 

Enclosure H of No. 11 of 1851. 

Captain .AUSTIN to Lieutenant ALDRICH of Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," 
111 command of the "Northern Branch, 'Western Division." 

By Horatio T. Austin, Esquire, C. B., Captain of Her Majesty's 
Ship "Resolute," and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic 
Seas. 

Looking to the importance of a search along the southern and western 
shore~ of Bathurst Island, of the unexplored part between it and Byam 
M~rtm. Island, and to the northward should any opening present itself up 
WhICh It may appear probable for one of the missing ships to have pro
ceeded, as also (should your resources admit) of an examination of the 
southern and western shores of Byam lHartin Island, and that such search 
should be proceeded with at the same period as those in other directions 
of which you ar~ fully ~ognizant, I comply with your earnest desire to be 
employed therem; beSIdes which, your seniority in the expedition, your 
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lengthened experience as an officer, and your efforts in the autumn of last 
year to advance a depot beyond Somerville Island, all tend to give me 
confidence in your judgment and prudence when placing this unexplored 
part in your hands. 

You will therefore take under your command the officer and men 
(increased one man to provide for a casualty) named in the Appendix 
hereunto attached, who one and all have voluntcered and been chiefly 
selected by yourself for this service, and who with their sledges have been 
under your control for preparation and equipment since the 10th ultimo, 
and, as soon as in every respect complete and ready, proceed by such 
ronte as you think most direct to the nearest point of the southcrn shore 
of Bathurst Island, where your allotted duties will commence. 

As the Melville Island party will proceed to their depot, already 
advanced somewhat to the eastward of your track, and a small party will 
also examine your depot and that of the " Western Branch," with the 
unknown part between Cornwallis and Bathurst Islands, you will have 
reason to consider everything in yoUI' rear accomplished; so that you will 
have full scope for your energy, and the confidence of medical aid, and a 
most important party behind, until reaching the point where a change of 
direction becomes absolutely necessary. 

Although the two distinct" branches," proceeding for a period in the 
samp direction, are not compelled to keep company, yet I must remind 
you of the importance of a communication being available np to thc latc~t 
period, without affecting the true object of either. However, it is not 
expected that the party for the most extended distance will check its 
advance. Having expressed these views, I leave the rEst to yourself and 
Lieutenant M'Clintock, believing that both are equally desirous to carry 
out my wishes. 

You having reached such point beyond which your resources would not 
be aided by the limited party, you will direct its return, first completing 
your own therefrom; at which period there is reason to hope that suffi
cient will be known of the strength and capability of everyone to leave 
little in doubt on that head, taking care that the resources of thc returning 
sledge are adequate to ensure its reaching the ship in safety, and acquaint
ing me, or (if more convenient) stating verbally Lut carcfhlly to the 
officer for my information, yOUl' anticipations of the cxtent of search you 
may be able to accomplish, and the probable date of yoill' return. 

I wish one of the printed notices with which you are mpplied deposited 
each day near your encampment. 

You and the officer with you will keep a journal of your proceeding'S, 
and a track of your route, for transmission to me. 

Should you come upon any prominent points of land not already laid 
down, it is desirable that they should be fixed, and a number or letter only 
given for distinction, as also that such observations, sketches of headlands, 
&c. should be made as circumstances will permit, which, \\'ith the data 
from which the results will have been deduced, you will transmit to lIle as 
soon as convenient after your return. You will, however, distinctly undcr
stll:nd, that discoveries and observations are wholly secondary to the great 
object of our mission,-tlte most ((etice, earnest, ((lid persevering search 

.for our missing eUllniJ:lJlJlell, any of wholll should you have the happiness 
to meet, and they be unable to return with you, must be impressed with 
the assurance that no human effort shall be wanting to give them succour 
and relief . 
. ~n the event of casualty arising to yourself before separation from your 
hmlt~d party, you are referred to the provision made in thc A ppendix before 
mentIOned. 

I c?~sider it advisable to impress upon you, that in the event of your 
deposltmg depots of provisions at different stages to provide for your 
return, ~ow important it is that they should be so arranged, with regard to 
proportIOn. and distance, as to ensure a sufficient quantity being always at 
command III the event of unforeseen detention. 

I mnst also express my conviction of every possible care being neces
sary to preserve the eyes from snow blindness and the feet from chafe, as 

2. p 
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also of the advantage to be derived under present circumstances from' 
eating sorrel, if such can be obtaine~. . . 

It now only remains for me to direct your attentIOn to the following 
points; viz. . . . .. 

First, _ That the people, havmg undergone the prIvatIOns consequent 
upon a winter passed in these regio~.s, ~ay not .be equal to so lengthened 
a period of labour and further prIVatIOn as If £I'esh from a more genial 
climate; . 

Second, -The increased labour and difficulty of travelling after thawing 
has commenced; and, 

Third,-The uncertainty of the time at which the ice in the bays may 
break up. 

All of which must guide you in the extent of your journey out. 

H. M. Sledge" Lady Franklin." 

lVIoTTo.-"Faithful and Firm." 

Believing that all has now been done that the resources of the expe. 
dition will allow and human foresight can devise, I commend you to the 
care of the Great Disposer of all events, who is too wise to err and too 
good to be unkind, to direct, sustain, and preserve you in your undertaking 
of labour and privation. 

Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty's ship "Resolute," at 
Winter Quarters between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, the 7th of 
April 1851. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 

THE ApPENDIX REFERRED TO. 

Extended Party. 

William Coles - Gunner's mate -Provisioned and 
equipped for 
40 days, with 

one runner 
sledge. 

r Lieut. Robert D. Aldrich - - -1 
I Daniel Gough - Serjeant R. M. -

J Peter Finnecy Captain maintop l Her Majesty" 
I Robert Holly A.B. - - f Ship" Resolute." 

lThomas Ransom - A.B. -I 
William R. Huggett - A.B. -
James Fox - - A.B. -J 

Limited Party. 

Provisioned for I James Robinson Captain's coxswain H M' t' 
40 days William Ward A B er aJes y I 

r Mr. R. B. Pearse - Mate - - } 

and equipped for J Henry Deller _ A:B: -_ = Ship "Resolute." 
28 days, I James Shingleton A.B. - -

with one runner I William Culver - A.B. -} Her Majesty's 
sl ... dge. William George A.B. - Steam Tender 

l John Harbourn Private R.M. - ,. Pioneer." 

In the ev~nt of. casualty arising to yourself before separation from your limited 
party, you will deliver your orders to Mr. Pearse, who will take charge and proceed 
in execution thereof. 

(Signed) H.T.A. 

OFFICERS and MEN composing Party. 

Names. 

Robert Dawes Aldrich - i 

Daniel Gough 
Tom Coles _- I 
Robert Holly 
W. R. Hoggitt 
Thomas Ransome 
James Shingleton 
John Harbourn 

Rank or Rating. 

Lieutenant 
Serjeant R.M. 
Gunner's mate 
A.B. 
A.B. 
AIL 
A.B. 
Private R.M. 

Age. Belonging to. 

- I 
42 " Resolute." 
33 Do. 
31 Do. 
la9 Do. 
IW Do. 
39 Do. 
21 Do. 
25 Pioneer. , 
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Abstract 0/ Orders. 

To proceed by such route as you think most direct to the nearest point 
of the southern shore of Bathurst Island, where your allotted duties will 
commence. 

To search along the southern and western shores of Bathurst Island, or 
the unexplored part of it, between it and Byam Martin Island, and to the 
northward should any opening present itself up which it may appear pro
bable for one of the missing ships to have proceeded; and, if resources 
admitted, to examine the southern and western shores of Byam Martin 
Island. 

Abstract q/Jollrnies. 
Number of days out 

Ditto home 
Total of hours travelled 

Ditto distance estimated 
Distance, direct line 

Ditto point to point 
Ditto journies added up 

Total hours encamped for rest 
Ditto detained by weather 

Mean rate travelling, per day, out 
Ditto ditto home 

Hourly rate of travel throughout 

~ } per chart { 

Lieutenant ALDRICH to Captain AUSTIN. 

34 
28 

308 
550 
400 
483 
553 

1,480 
117 

8'74 
10·65 
1'795 

Her Majesty's ship" Resolute," Winter Quarters off 
Sir, Griffith Island, Juue 27th, 1851. 

I have the honour and pleasing duty of reporting to you my safe 
arrival on board this ship at 8 h. 30 m. A.M. on Monday 16th, after an 
absence of62 days, myself and party all well (with the exception perhaps 
of a little temporary debility). 

The outline of my proceedings is as follows, and enclosed herewith is 
my daily diary and routine. 

From the north point of Griffith Island, I continued as straight a course 
(N. W.) to Alison Inlet as the weather and a great quantity of rough and 
heavy ice would allow, passing between Somerville and Brown Islands, 
Lowther and Baker Islands, reaching the spot for my hi depot at 11 h. 
30 m. P.M. Friday, 25th April, having previously in the evening fallen in 
with Lieutenant M'Clintock and the parties under his command, and 
arranged with him for meeting on the morrow. 

From hence I kept the land, communicating with Lieutenant M'Clintock 
daily, and reaching Cape Cockburn on the 29th where I completed a 
2d depot of the most necessary articles of provision to thirteen days the 
two, and after a satisfactory exchange of men parted company at 11 h. 
P.M., when we halted for the night, and soon after lost sight of them in thick 
fog and dark misty weather. I had intended keeping close to Lieutenant 
M'Clintock, if he could have decided whether proceeding by the floe or 
coasting round Graham Moore Bay. The latter I considered most advisable 
for myself, as in the happy event of falling in with traces or evidence 
of the fate of our long missing countrymen the very earliest information 
and assistance might be given, reaching the west point of Graham Moore 
Bay laid down on the chart at 10 h. 30 m. P.M. 9th May, where I made my 
3d and last depot. 

Reaching this cape, I proceeded alongshore and to the north-westward 
towards a point of high land observed in that direction many miles distant. 
Reaching it on the 13th, I ascended its summit to look well around for 
evidence of the fate or traces of those we were sent to seek. Observing 
more high land in the N.W. continued course in that direction, rounding an 
angular bay. Reached it on the 15th. Observed a continuation of land 
north westward. Followed its trendings as it gradually became low and very 
thick weather until the morning of the 18th May. During this day I walked 
on shore with a party again to seek and search for information, and decide 

2. P 2 
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what further course to pursue. From the highest part o~ the land, merely 
a hill, I could not see further northward than 3 or 4 mIles around a low 
point, owing to fog and mist. . 

ConsiderinO' the land seen westward very Important to touch upon, and 
even partiall§ search whilst retracing our step8, being now 33 days out, 
moved on late at niO'ht westward for that purpose; bnt the weather became 
~o bad, and the "s~stragia" of Wrangel or ridges of ~now, so difficult in 
crossing (being often two and three feet deep), that fatIgue of myself and 
party compelled a halt after five hours march. A heav.f head ~ale 
detained us here all the 19th; and as no prospect showed of Its cessatIOn, 
considered it my duty to bear up tor my last ".de~6t," and devote what 
portion of time my resources allowed to exammatlOn of " Byam Martin 
Island." 

Strong ~. \r. and fair winds carried us ba~k on the 2~th. Picked ~p my 
dep<')t. and crossed over to the N. W. pOInt of the Island. Contmued 
adverse winds and bad weather quite prevented me walking round its 
,,·estern shore, as 1 had intended; and therefore sought" Parry's" place of 
observation on the (east) imagining some clue or information of our 
missing countrymen might there be found; but no sign of life or even vege· 
tation existed, and I left it for Cape Cockburn on the 28th. Reached it 
and Ill\· second dep<>t at :2 h. A.}I., 3d June. 

C0l1tinuing our homeward-bound course eastward, arrived at our last 
depot on the 6th, where we were delighted and grateful in finding such a 
valuable increase of stock in proyision and other comforts, which no doubt 
added to the strength as well as it did the spirits of all. 

From thence we kept the land, resting on it at convenient distances, and 
making ca,,\· marches "homeward," as you gave permission for in your 
letter; happily reaching the ship on the morning of the 16th June. 

I feci it a plea5ing Juty reporting my entire satisfaction with the con· 
duct and hearty services of all my party, and must also further commend 
to your notice "Sergeant Gough," for his exact attention to the care and 
issue of the provisions, J ames ~hingleton (~l.B.) of" Resolute," and .James 
Harbourn (priv. RM.) "Pioneer," for the readiness and spirit they evinced, 
in coming forward to join in lieu of the two men I considered it advisable 
sending back solely from weakness. It is singular, and 1 think it worthy of 
notice, James Shingleton has a brother and brother·in·law in Captain Col. 
linson's expedition, a brother-in-law in the long missing one, and himself 
here, e"incing, I think, a degree of enterprize. ' 

It must always remain with me a source of regret it has not been my 
happy lot to have relieved our unfortunate countrymen, or even discovering 
a ycstige of proof of their course and filte. Nothing I have seen can induce 
me to think it has been to the northward and westward. NiO'ht and morning 
it was my pleasure, and became my duty, seeking God's bkssing and good 
sllccess. I hcartfeltly feel it has been largely bestowed on us, in the pre· 
servation of our health and strength; and with this observation I conclude, 
-it was always my impulse of feeling to carry out the most active earnest, 
and persevering search for our missing countrymen. ' 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT DAWES ALDRICH, 

Lieutenant. 

Addenda to Letter, and data for observations. 

. The result o~ my search or discovery in a geographical point of view 
18, of there bemg a passage north-westward between Byam Martin and 
Bathurst Islands, and a continuons channel in that direction between the 
eastern shores visited by me and the distant land seen to the westward, 
(at about noon of the day I obtained my last meridian altitude of the 
sun, I?ivi~g latitude 76° 01' N., and longitude by account 106° west), 1501' 
20 mIles m breadth, and which I have stated in my report I considered 
to be the northern shore of Sabine or'Melville Islands. My last day's 
travel. north:vard .the~ from th~t position was to the N. W. by W., 5h. =9 or 
10 mdes, WIth fUlr wmd, haltmg two or three miles short of the extreme 
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north point steered for, but fron~ which, as stated in my report, I could 
see nothing in any direction, owing to the thick and bad weather which 
followed soon after our arrival, continuing several days, also preventing 
anv celestial observations beyond a few meridian altitudes and one good 
aZImuth being obtained. 

Meridian altitudes observed. 
Observed Altitudes <:) L. L. Azimuth. 

May 14th, IM;"")l, in latitude 75 0 46' No 
;'Iray 1st 29 44 and longitude by account 1030 30' W. 

" 7th 31 21 (from Parry's west point of Graham 
" 9th 31 S:2 Moore Bay), at 5h. 4Sm. P.M., the ob-
,,14th 32 4:") served altitude of 0 L. L. was 190 6', 
" 15th :~:2 S:2 and bore by compass E. 10° S.; worked 
" 16th 32 55 out same; return gives 1690 SS' 30", ea"t 

June 2d 36 58 variation. 
Previous to all observations the instrument, a quadrant, was adjusted, 

and a mean of + 10' taken for all other corrections. 
The chronometer watch supplied me (by Dent, 11,426) became in a 

few days useless, except for keeping tent times and regulations. Having 
been careful in regularly winding up, and not once detecting ito stopping, 
can only attribute its great error, nearly three hours, being occasioned 
by the cold weather. 

I feel it necessary a few observations on the floe, &c., should conclude 
this letter. In general it was smooth and good, excepting near prominent 
points; but whether this denotes open water at any distant or late period 
I am quite at a loss to conjecture or form any opinion on, as it equally 
is whether ships had passed in that direction, beyond my believing it 
impossible, without some vestige or proof remaining, a stone being turned, 
a cairn on some one spot in hundreds of miles erected, or, what is 1110re 
common with us still, a, cast-away "bouillie-tin," denoting a visit vr 
route. 

(Signed) ROBT. D. ALDRICH, 

Lieutenant. 

REPORT of the PROCEEDINGS of Her Majesty's Sledge" Lady Franklin," 
(Motto)-" Faithful and firm," from Tuesday P.~I., 15th AprillS.'il, 
to Monday A.M., 1.5th June. 

Date. 

April 25th 
" 29th 

May 1st 

2d 

" 3d 
" 4th 
" Rth 
" 10th 
" 11th 
" 13th 
" 14th 
" 17th 
" 18th 
,. 20th 

" 21" 
" 24th 
" 25th 
" 26th 

June 8th 
" 9th 

2. 

- ! 
- I 

DAYS of DETENTION :U1,i HOURS. 

Hours. 

;; 
. j 

4 

10 
4 
-I, 

3 
!) 
[; 

6t 
:2 
-I, 

10 
2! 

10 
5 

10 
10 

4 
4 

Cause. 

Dep,,,iting l"t depot. 
Do. 21\ do . 

Sl,,'king brm;h (lo~t by accident), and making 
()bscrvation:.;. 

Bad weather. 
Do. 

Divinc "'l"vil'l', and (hying clothes 
Bad weather. 
Do., and making h,t depot. 
Divine ,,('nice, and bad weather. 
Bad WI·athcr. 
Examination of Jand. 
Do., and barl weather. 
Bad weather. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do., and picking np drpot. 

Barl weather. 
Do. 

Divine service. 
Killing and flaying a bear. 

P3 



Noon + sOO. i\Jid. + I j". 

Southerly, snow and drift. 
Hours travelled, s. 
Distance, 4 miles. 

+ 25 Noon. + 20 Jl-jid. 
Fre .. h, S., and dri~t. 
Hours tra\'ellcd, 8~. 
Distance', 8 miles. 
Rest and luneheOll, IS!. 

K"oon + 2j:O. :\!ii). ~ ) 4°. 
Fresh, S., and drift. 
Hours travelll·d. £I!. 
Di .. t3nce, 9 mile!!;. 
Hours of rest, &c., 14;'. 

Noon + 25". lIIid. + 20", 
Fresh, S .• and drift. 
Hours travelled, 9-
Di,tam'e, 9 miles. 
Hours of fest, &~ 16. 
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FIRST JOURNEY. 

TlIesda.'J Afternoon, April 15th, 1851. was devote.d to rest and quietude 
preparatory to travel, and partaking of our final dlDner; tea ~t 5h. P.~. 
Left our ship at 6 h. 10 m. for our encampment on the north P?IDt of Gnf. 
rith Island, arriving at 9h. Re-arranged our sledge, partook o~a I1ttle ~efre~h
mcnt (issued extra), when all were summ()ned around Captam Austm, wIth 
whom a hundred stout hearts joined fervently in a ,-olelllD prayer to AI. 
mighty God for his blessing and good success; an address followed,. 
exhortinO" confidencc and obedience; three hearty cheers and shake 01 
hands sl~('ceeded and the various divisions separated, myself direct for 
Somerville Island, but the weather became so thick and formidable for 
travel by night, I determined on alteration ~f hours, and th~ sou~h-east 
wind increasing to a gale soon after, we pItched ~or the mght, Just ID 

time to escape clouds of snow drift. After prayer retIred to rest, 

SECOND JOURNEY. 

Wednesda.'J, April 16th.-After prayer, and ~reakfast. at 9 ~. M., pro
ceeded with wind fre~h, southerly, snow and drIft, occaSIOnally III clouds, 
deep snow and rough ice principally; halted and pitched tent for luncheon 
at 2 h. P. M. Moved on at 3 h., and reached within a mile and a half or two 
miles of Somerville Island, where we halted at 7 h., my men being very 
much hltigued, the small sledge apparently dragging more heavily, although 
with lighter load, than the "Hotspur." Partook of supper, and prayer, 
again just in time to avoid the effects of an almost storm. The solder of 
our apparatus gave wa.,·, giving some little anxiety for the future. 

THIRD JOURNEY. 

Thursday, April 17tlt.--Continued fresh breezes, snow and drift obscuring 
all, bllt by noon more moderate. llaving partaken of breakfast and prayer, 
at 11 h., moved on very well all day, till passing the former island (Brown's) 
at 8h. 30m. found much rough ice, and three times double banked or moved 
on one at a time, a quarter of a mile a head of the other, the ease and 
increased rate of movement, in my opinion, keeping all in better exercise 
than by unpacking, nor do I consider any actual distance lost, as there was 
~10 necessity for halt at any time to gain breath or strength. Observed 
Lowther Island S. W. Halted at. 9h. aOm., again fortunately in time to 
avoid bad weather, enjoying our supper, prayer, and rest. 

F()l"RTH JOURNEY. 

Friday, April 18th.-Good Friday morning. Blowing heavily with thick 
drift obscuring all, detaining us till a little past noon; then, having enjoyed 
our breakfast, and read the pm.\"crs and psalms for the day, moved on 
all in good spirits, though ice "cry rough, many places thrown up 20 
feet in height, three times being obliged to doubie bank. Halted at 8 h. 
P. ~I., and after o~r welcome .supper, enjoyed our heartfelt prayer and 
rest. Compared wIth our experience last autumn, less condensation inside 
the tent, which I attribute to the holes made for a slight ventilation. 

FIFTH JOURNEY. 

Noon +25". lIIid. +20°. Saturday, April 19th.-Rose to prayer and breakfast at 10 hand 
Calm, li"ht ca<t airs, thick mist. , d ' . ft II 11 d . d" b 'd 1 .', k 
Hours t~avdled. 9,. I1!0' e on ~00I1 a er, a we an III goo SpIrIts, ut two eVl ent y wea . 
Distance,9 miles. 1 he cheermg sun broke through the clouds soon after noon but all else 
Hours of rest, &c., H!. ?bscured, making the rough ice .very formidable for passi~g through; 

3 h.; o?seryed; Brown Island :\. E.; Lowther Island, S.; and soon 
after thIck fog and haze obscured all. Halted at 10 h. the men rather 
fatigued, but s~pper and prayer soon revived all, and slept'soundly, judging 
by sound as eVIdence. 

Xu, n + 200. 1\Jid. + 19° • 
• -\ir light. P.ll. Fresh, north, 
snow and drift. 
Hours tr3\'e!led, 7. 
Distauee, j miles. 
Hours ofre;t, 17. 

SIXTH JOURNEY. 

Sunday, 20th April.-Easter Sunday. Thick hazy weather, all obscured 
bu~ the sun at a lIttle past noon. ~erformed divine service for the day, a 
a httle after breakfast, at 11h., movlng_ on at Ih. P."., heing obliged t? walli 
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backwards. to keep the sledg;es. in.a line o~ march per compass, with myself 
ahead, whIch I found most fatIgumg to mmd and body. However, circum
stances admitted of no delay, the floe being tolerably good some distance' 
but the weather again becoming bad, halt~d at 8h. 30m., being almost 
blinded by slep-t, snow, and the .perfect nothlDg.ness for the eye to rest on, 
which all found much more trymg than the brIghtest sun. After supper, 
evening prayers and psalm for the day. All enjoyed rest and sleep. 

SEVENTH JOURNEY. 

Monday, 21st April.-Fresh N. W. gales, snow and drift obscuring all 
but the sun. Noon, the weather cleared up beautifully fine; observed 
the main land, Garrett Island, ~.N.W., Lowther Island, S. by E. All 
in good spirits, proceeding ~apidly, but fresh N. W. breezes .in the even
ing produced several frostbItes. Temperature suddenly falhng to -19°, 
halted a little before midnight, to rub out bites by friction and early 
attention to warmth in blanket bag, enjoying our supper and prayer. 

EIGHTH JOURNEY. 

Tuesday, 22d April.-A beautiful calm forenoon. Rose to breakfast and 
prayer Ih. P.M. Proceeded at 2h. towards Allison Inlet. 3h. the weather 
became very thick and hazy, sun and all obscured; our difficulty of travel 
also much increased by a continuation of heavy rough ice. 4h. wind 
N. W., light and fresh, with drift being ahead, making it severe work, and 
a great many face and hand frostbites was the consequence. 6h. 
luncheon, and again moved on at 7h., finally halting for the night at 
lOh P.M. Cold weather of the night much delayed our supper in cooking, 
but by midnight afterwards enjoyed our prayer and rest. 

NINTH JOURNEY. 

Wednesday, 23d.-A fine morning. Prayers, and moved on after break
fast at Ilh. 30m. Cold severe, especially with our head wind; ice also 
soon after became very, very rough and discouraging, being obliged to double 
bank till very late, but this fact in my opinion keeping all in much better 
exercise and warmth than by the slow single forward movement. lOh. P.M., 

The head wind and drift increasing rapidl'y, halted for the night, Garrett 
Island S.S.W., just visible occasionally. Enjoyed our hearty and welcome 
supper, prayers, and bed, but some complaining of cold. 

TENTH JOURNEY. 

~oon _1°. Mid. -190. 
i'resh, N. W. gales and drift. 
Hours travelled,IO. 
Distance, 9 miles. 
H OUI"S of rest, 14. 

Noon _8°. l\fid. _260, 
Calm, fresh, ~.'V. drift, &c. 
Hours travelled, 7. 
Di ... tance, 8 miles. 
Hours of rest, 17. 

:S-(lon _24°. ::\Iid. _27°. 
Calm, light, and frc!,h, N. "TV. 
Hours tr:lVelh:d, 9i-. 
Dj~tance, 7. p 

Hours of n'st. &('., 14!. 

24th April.-Fresh N. W. breezes and squally, threatening the safety of Noun _250. Mid. _ 50. 

the tent and our comfort. Rose to prayer and breakfast at noon, but Fresh, moderate. and light, 

could not proceed until wind and wcather moderate? Suddenly at 5h .. it ~:~~:r:~~vel1ed.~. 
ceased. Made a hasty luncheon, and proceeded tIll the weather agam Distance,6 miles. 

became most trying, and party fatigued, with some ngly-Iooking frost- Hours ofrest, &e., 19i· 

bites, yet all in good spirits. Halted in consequence at lOh. 30m.; but 
at midnight temperature suddenly rose, and after prayer and supper all 
slept soundly. 

ELEVENTH JOURNEY. 

25th Aprit.-Winds light and southerly, with snow. lOh. rose to break~ 
fast and prayer. Clearing a little towards noon, proceeded tolerably well 
through a little better ice than usual. 5h. 30m. observed the parties 
under Lieutenant M'Clintock to the northward, and in shore of us. Com
municated at 7h., and agreed on the meeting to-morrow, as I had fixed 
on a well-defined high land ahead, supposed Allison Inlet, for depositing 
my first portion of provisions, and it being still some miles distant, and 
nec~ssary to reach,it to-night, did not halt tillilh. 45m., all much fatigued, 
havmg dmgged, wIthout time of stoppage, eleven hours. Had a hearty 
supper. Made arrangement for early rising, and digging hole for the depot, 
to-morrow. Prayer, and enjoyed our night's rest. 

TWFLFTH JOURNEY, AND MAKING FIRST DEPOT. 

Saturday, 26th.-Rose at 8h. A.M., and both crews proceeded on shore 
(excepting the cooks of each), and one man to square off, to dig hole until 
~re.akfast was ready. Found it most formidable work, but by frequent spell 

2. P 4 

Temp. varying all day. 
Noon + 2:3°. Mid. + ~5°. 
Air light, southerly, '>now. 
P.M., light northerly. 
Hours travelled, 11. 
nAstance, 14 miles. 
Hours of re~t, 13. 

Noon _24°. 1\Jjd. _28°. 
l\Ioderate and fresh, north, fine 
but mh,ty occa<;iClnaUy. 
Hours trayelled, 7. 



Distance, 8 miles. 
Detention, 'i h., fonning first 
depot. 
Hours of rest, 17. 

( 120 ) 

or change of hands progressed tolerably well. Breakfast, and prayer at 
lOh., returning to the shore, when finished, at Ilh. Completed our im
portant job by 1 h. P.M. Went off to luncheon, and broke up by 2h. 30m. 
At 6h. 30m. reached Lieut. lWClintock's encampment, and kept company all 
afternoon, parting when we halted. At I1h. 30m., ~fter rounding a bluff, 
saw two deer soon after (the first seen), but too Wild for near approach. 
Temperature very low. Hastening to rest, after hearty supper and 
heartfelt prayer; all well. 

THIRTEENTH JOURNEY. 

~oon _140
• Mid. _360

• Sunday, 27th.-Early A.~1. fresh N.N.W. and misty winds, adding greatly 
~;~~~ N. N. W., P.>r., calm, and to the already severe cold, much delaying our cooking, and f!,cezing good 
H~urstravell~, 10. grog inside the tent if not soon drank, or before the pIpe was out. 
Dtstance, 8 miles, course very d b kL'. t D' d t d d' . . fi I 
indirect to join company. I1h. 30m. rose to prayer an re~ 'las.. I ~o re~ Ivme servlc~, ee-
Hours ofrest, \4. ino- the importance of not delaymg, and meetmg LIeutenant M'Clmtock. 

P~oceeded a little past lIoon. .Saw four ~eer grazin~, a~d found ourselves 
still on a very low ground or plam, cxtendmg many mIles mland, nearly level 
with the sea. The difference not to be discovered but by clealing away the 
snow. Hauled southward to close Lieutenant M'Clintock's party. Luncheon 
at 6h., and proceeded soon after very well, halting at lOh. 30m., having 
observed the other party move seaward. Lieutenant M'Clintock visited 
us, and agreed on the final arrangement of the morrow, and exchange of 
men. Found the land much more comfortable than the floe. Prayer and 
supper at midnight. Weather sevcrely cold, as per margin. 

Noon _10°, _200 Mid. 
Calm and light, norther1y. 
Hours travelled, 7. 
Distance, 8 miles. 
Hours orrest, &c., 17. 

Noon _120. l\lid. _17°, 
J;'resh. north, calm, 'P.~r'l ti'esh 
t'a~terly. 

Hours travelled, 6. 
Distance, 8 miles. 
Detention. ti hours, forming 
se<'ond depute 
HUUf"> afrest, IS. 

FOURTEENTH JOURNEY. 

Jflinda!!, 28th April.-The first general complaint of a cold comfortless 
night; perhaps the previous one haying had a cold effect on our blanket 
hags. Up at 9h. 30m. to breakfast and prayer, and by Ilh. were moving 
on. Reached Lieutenant M'Clintock's encampment at 4h. as they were 
breakfasting. Some preparing. Partook of our luncheon, and moved on 
towards Cape Cockburn, the land on which we were still being low as 
yesterday, and np to the cape. Stopped at lOh. 30m., party fatigued. 
Calm and comfortable, though temperature very low. Made preparations 
for separating, and limited party returning. Wrote Captain Austin and 
l\I r. Brooman. Enjoyed supper, prayer, and rest. 

FIFTEE:-;'TII JOl'R:;EY. 

Gp at lOh. to breakfast and prayer, and after repacking, with all pro
visions for depot, &c., proceeded, leaving Mr. Pearse's tent standing (and 
two men to guard) for him to return to. 12h. 30m. from an iceberg ob
served Lieutenant l\I'Clintock's encampment. Reached them at 2h. P.M., 

and commenced digging hole for depot, whilst luncheon water was pre
paring. Exchanged two men; James Shingleton, A.B., of" Resolute," and 
J. Harbourn, private, R.l\I., received in lieu of Peter Finnecy, captain main
top, and James Fox ("\. B.), both of" Resolute," both from weakness only, 
owing to long previolls illness and debility. 3 h. 30 m. Mr. Pearse and 
part,y left, after exchange of hearty cheers. Securing our depot occupied 
us till 1) h. P. ~r., and at 6 h. moved on, in company with Lieutenant 
M'Clintock's party, until we halted at 10 h. 30 m., well round Cape Cock
burn in Graham Moore Bay. 

SIXTEENTH JOURNEY. 

~~d~r;;;::~'t,~~;;;'!;;',and WednesdnJ/, Ap1'il 30th.-Rose at 11 h. 30 m., but could not get break-
fine. fast till 2 h. 1'. ~I., owing to the cooking apparatus taking a most obstinate 
Honrs travelled. 9. fi k Th 1 . k d b d d d d M d DisL,nce, \0 miles. rea'. e g ass WIC 'S were pronounce a, an cotton succee e. ove 
Hours of rest, 15. on to the trending of the land northward along a low beach all day. Halted 

at 11 h. P. M., intending to ascend a hill seen, and nothing visible westward, 
but on banking up our tent found ourselves already on the shore, and 
thick hazy weather. rendered it useless also. 

Thermometer broken. 
Ships. 
Noon _40• :Mid. -20". 
Lilbl •• utb-'ftSt, fine. 

SEVENTEENTH JOCR:'>EY. 

Thursday, May. Ist.-Very col.d, but ~ fine clear day ere noon. Wishing 
much for observatIons, and also III the tIme of making them to detach a 
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party back for the tent brush, its importance ~n ~omfort being considerable, H?urs travelled, 6. 

rose at 10 h. to breakfast and prayer. Contmumg our tent pitched sent DlStance,.8 or 9m: 
. h d' h h h d .' 4h. detentIOn, scekmg brush and party m searc ,an III tree ours t ey returne successful. Obtamed a making observations. 

gOOd observation sun's meridian altitude, which by bearing at noon O'ave L11atitude, 75° 10' N . 
. , C C kb S E '1 ::> ourso/rest, 14. 170° E. varIatIOn. ape oc urn . . 10 or 12 mi es. Luncheon at 5 h., 

and proceeded northward till II h. Halted, and were obliged to wait three 
hours for supper, the apparatus for some undiscoverable reason (otherwise 
than cold) proving very obstinate. Prayer and bed. 

No JOURNEY. 

2d May.-East fresh gales and heavy drift obscuring all around. Noon _1°. Mid. _19°. 
h h d d'd bl fi fi h Fresh easterly gales; P."., heavy Throug out t e ay I not move; una e to see many eet rom t e tent; drift increased, &c. 

contented ourselves with one meal (luncheon). At 7 h. p. M., weather con-
tinuing very bad, retired to our bags, and sought rest, after prayer, to 
keep off frostbites. 

EIGHTEENTH JOURNEY. 

Saturday, 3d May.-Continued fresh E. gales. Quite unable and most. Noon + 10°. Mid. _1°. 
unadviseable moving', drift penetrating everything- " the sun totally ob- Fresh E. gales, p.>I., increased. 

....... Hour .. tra\'el1cd, 4·'!'. 
scured, as all else a few feet fi'om the tent. Party most impatient with Distance, 7 miles .. 
unfortunate detention, but fully relying on its beine: ordered for the best. Detention, 5 hours, bad weather. 

....... 1..' I10urs of rest, 14;. 
Towards evening it moderated. Had luncheon, and moved on to the N. W. 
rapidly 4! hours, halting for supper, prayer, and bed at 11 h., wishing 
much to proceed; but it would have altered hours of travel, and delayed. 
a necessary drying of clothes as soon as the sun had well risen. 

NINETEENTH JOURNEY. 

Sunday, 4th.-Rose to prayer and breakfast at 9 h., and at lOh. 30m. Noon + gO. 1I1id. 0°. 
read divine service, aU most attentive and grateful, rejoicing in the toler- Light north; thick mist. 

J Hours travelled, 5~. 
ably fine day for rest, drying of clothes, &c. and bedding. Squared things Distance, 7 miles. 
throughout and cleared of snow during p. ~J. until 5 h. After luncheon DetentIOn 4t h:, bad weather 

, , and :.undry dutl€!'i. 

moved on for half a day with grateful hearts, and hopes for a more ~uc- Bours of rest, 14. 
cessful week than the past. Kept the shore, in consequence of very thick 
weather, and a more satisfactory search for evidence of the fate of our 
missing countrymen. Halted at lOh. 30m., and soon after prayer to 
bed. 

TWENTIETH JOURNEY. 

Monday, 5th.-Fresh N. W. wind, thick, misty weather. Though on land 
quite unable to distinguish it without digging down. Moved on at noon, 
after prayers and breakfast, keeping along the edge of land trending 
round more westward and southerly. 6 h. luncheon. Quite enjoyed the 
evening, and favourable travel till 10 h. 45 m. Pitched for the night. A 
little past midnight, after prayer, all were quiet and comfortably housed 
in our blanket bags. 

TWENTY-FIRST JOURNEY. 

Noon + ISO, Mid. -So. 
Calm, misty; P.1'I1.! easterly. 
Hours travelled, 9!. 
Diilance, 11 miles~ 
Hour., of rest, 14,. 

Tuesday, 6th.-Early, nice fine weather; but at 6 h. it became thick, Noon + 9°. Mid. _8°. 
with snow and mist moderate easterly wind Rose to breakfast and prayer Moderate easterly, snow; '.11., 

, • moderate and clear. 
at 10 h., and at II h. 30 m. moved on to the westward, along a low Hours travelled, 7. 

shingle beach, extending some few miles from the land of any moderate ~~~~~c:f~e:ille;: 
height. From a beautiful sight yesterday afternoon, nothing visible of those ' 
we are in search after, nor could a ship approach this shore. Floc very 
level, as if undisturbed for years. Halted to luncheon. A vain attempt for 
two hours farther progress, but fresh head wind, snow-drift obscuring sun 
and all around, and unable to keep the eyes from really streaming with 
water; pitched for the time. Weather became a little more moderate; moved 
on till lOh. 30m., when, nothing again visible; halted for supper, prayer, 
and rest ... William Coles became indisposed the past 24 hours. Advised, 
and admIlllstered two aperient pills. 

TWENTY-SECOND JOURNEY. 

Wednesday, 7th.-A fine promising morn' but at noon it became Noon +6°: Mid. -~o. . S '. .. Calm and tine; P.lI., lIght and 
very mIsty. ucceeded in obtaining the sun's meridian altItude, gIVIng snow. 
our latitude 75° 17'. Up at 10 h. to prayer and breakfast. Coles much H?urs tra.dled! 9. 

Distance, 10 mIles. 2. Q 



Hours of re!'.t, 1.5. 
Latitude, 75° 17' N. 

Noon + 16°. Mid. T~O. 
Fresh S., mist and snow. 
Hours travelled, 7. 
Distance, 9 miles. 
DetelitionS hours, bad weather. 
Hours of redt, 14. 

Noon _20. Mid. _3°. 
Fresh westerly, heavy drift. 
Hours tra\'ellcd, ~. 
Distance, ~ miles. 
Latitude, 75° I af • 

Hours of rest, 16. 

Noon + l~o. Mid. _ISO. 
Moderate westerly, and misty. 
10 hours bad wl'ather and 
forming third depot. 
Hours ur rest, 14, 

Noon + 13°. ::\Iitl. + 2°. 
Fre<;h N.'V. gale; P.}I., now 
moderate; heavy drift. 
Hours travdlerJ, 6 t. 
Di<;tance, ~j miles. 
Hours of rest, 17~. 

Noon + H -, :\Iirl. + 1°. 
lo"'re!>h N W. gale, drift, ('aIm, 
fresh breezes, drift in succes.<;ion. 
Hours travelled. 9!. 
Di"tance, 15 or 16 miles. 
lIours .frest, : 4,. 
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better. Partially refitted sledge, movin&" on at 12h. 30m. to the 'Y.N.W. 
Two birds passed us (the first' seen thiS year). 10 h: were c;>bbged. to 
encamp a little earlier than wished, the weather becoml~g hom~ly thICk, 
and quite unable to distinguish a footstep before or behmd. Enjoyed our 
prayer and rest. 

TWENTY-THIRD JOURNEY. 

Thursday 8th Mm/.-Fresh south breezes; thick snow and mist. Rose 
at 9 h. 30m.'to breakfast and prayer, but could not proceed until 3 h. P.M. 

Weather becoming more moderate, made a hasty luncheon, and .moved on 
cheerily till lOh. P.M., thus having lost but three hours. Enjoyed our 
supper, prayer, and rest. Kept the telescope continually at the eye, but 
throughout our march saw nothing of interest. 

TWENTY-FOURTH .JOURNEY. 

F1'iday,gth Malj.-A fine and beautiful morning, but the weather 
severely cold, and' several eyes streaming with hot water. Gave those 
requiring the necessary drops of opiate wine. Rose to breakfast and 
prayer at 10 h., and clearing sledge and gear out of a hillock of snow-drift 
collected early in the morning, moved on at 12 h. 30m. to the westward. 
Luncheon at 6h., and finally halted at IOh. Nothing of sky or land 
discernible, or ought else worthy of note. After supper, to prayer and 
rest. 

No JOURNEY. 

Saturday, 10th Ma.ll.- Calm; thick misty weather; sun and all else 
obscured. Rose at to h. to put our depot on a point of land a few miles 
eastward of the west point of Graham Moore Bay, laid down per chart, 
and, if possible, dry bedding and clothes. Weather clearing at noon, pro
ceeded on shore, and found a suitable spot, but most formidable to break
ing up, solely from the fact of the spring sun not yet ever had any 
influence on the soil. This occupied us till 9 h. P.M., making a hole of 
common size and care, to leave a depot on which perhaps our lives de
pended. However, the weather was so bad of itself we could do nothing 
or little in travelling, and just as we finished a N.W. gale with heavy drift 
came, and fortunate we considered ourselves not travelling by night. 
Enjoyed our evening's repast. Prayer and rest by just midnight. 

TWENTY-SIXTH JOURNEY. 

Sunday, 11th J.l1uy.-A west gale still blowing, with heavy drift, rose 
at 9 h., but continued in our bags till 5 h. P.M., the kettle again refusing 
work, influenced, I believe, solely by the weather. Breakfast at 1 h. P.M., 

and performed divine service, all joinin~ in response, apparently most 
heartIly and fervently. Weather moderatmg towards evening, partook of 
luncheon, and proceeded round a cape, No.1., outside much rough ice. 
Land suddenly trending in a bay to a point (2.), N.W. by N.; about 5' 

distant o~ wh.ich there were, in massive heaps, 
the heaViest Ice I have seen in these regions, 
laying in crusts one above another, 50 to 60 
feet high, (ascended one part to look around), 

. as if all westerly and northerly pressure had 
~here met :eslsta~ce. From thence the Ian? take~ a northerly direction . 
• 00: 15 miles on It verges westward to a POlIlt of high land, N.W. by N., 
formmg a deep bay. Made a long march till 11 h. 30m. Enjoyed a hearty 
supper} prayer, and to bed.. Tempe~ature very. low, as good grog again 
froze (I~ t~e tent) ere the pIpe was fimshed. ThIS day s march satisfies me 
of an eXlstmg passage between Byam Martin and Bathurst Islands. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH JOURNEY. 

Monda!}, 12th ~lfa,l/. -- Fresh N.N. W winds; thick misty weather; sun ob
scured, as also all else. Up .at 10 h. ; breakfast and prayer. 2 h. P.M., more 
~oderate; .pr~ceeded cheerIly. 8 h. observed and opened a river in the 
~ .E., con,tmumg apparelltly in that direction; two remarkable perpen
dICular cliffs or uprIght bluffs (the onlv ones seen) southward of it· a 
deep bay intervening between them ~d the north shore. I think 'we 
have made 13' or 15' to-day. Misty and thick on western horizon. Much 
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more verdure appears here of a greenish brown tint, and this opmIon is 
strengthened by the quantity of blades of grass .and shell of seed blown 
off. Floe beautiful for travelling, but temperature still very low, and with 
little wind; severely cold. Halted at II h. 30 m.; prayer, supper, and 
rest. Misty weather. No bearings. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH JOURNEY. 

T'/UJsda;1j, 13th May.-All enjoyed a good night's rest, though weather Noon + 12°. Mid. _2°. 
r. t bl r. h th I I h" d Fresh gales, and northerlv . became very uncomlor a e, Ires nor er y ga e avmg agam commence , moderate north; noon cain;. 

shaking our tent furiously. Up at 11 h., but could not get breakfast till H.our. travelled, ~t· 
P d d r. 'f h d d DIstance, 5 mdes. I h. 30 m. P.M. rayer, an prepare lor a start, I weat er mo erate . Detention 6t, verv bad w.a.her. 

7 h. it did so, and we moved on to the point seen to the north-west, circling Huurs of rest, 15~. 
the land within sight, hoping to realize our wish of aiding and discover-
ing our missing countrymen; but in three hours time the wind and 
weather became so severe again, and wishing to ascend the land arrived 
at, halted for the night; supper, prayer, and to bed. Temperature still 
very low. 

TWENTY-NINTH JOURNEY. 

Wednesday, I4thMa1j.-Beautifully fine towards 8h. A.M. After breakfast Noon + 12°. Mid. +:20. 
d d· h f h C I dr.' . !\Ioderate N.W.; ",,\In. and prayer procee e to t e top 0 t e ape 2. or an , lor exammat!on H?urs tr.,elled, 8,. 

of country around· Sergeant GouO"h Thomas Ransome, James Harbourn Dlstan~e, 12 mlle<. . . 
• ' b , •• DetentlOD 2 for examlllatlOll of 

WIth me. Cape 1. S.E. by E. Employed ourselves m makmg as good a land. 
cairn as the hard material allowed us, and left documentary evidence of Hu~rs ofrcs~. I~t. 

. . d d' V' • b d I b h LatItude,75 43 N. our VISit an procee mgs. r rom Its summit 0 serve a ow eac ex-
tended westward from a continuation of high land several miles north of 
this {due westward), then apparently joining more high land, which I con-
sider most advisable following up to the north-west. The land eastward 
indicates a river, and having two well-defined points marking its mouth, 
with rough ice off both, proving motion of water at some period. Had 
luncheon at 2 h. P.M. outside the tent (first time), to enjoy the cheerful 
influence of the sun. N ow calm. As we advanced saw some seals, which 
(being short of food) we should have been glad of and rejoiced over, but 
no near approach was possible. Ohserved a channel or gulf opening in the 
northern and east direction, judging it to be 4' or 6' broad, two points 
defining it at an angle of 45°. Considering the northern or north-west 
search more important, as in the event of our long missing country-
men having reached thus far they would continue course in that direction, 
resolved on not verging eastward. Sky clearing up beautifully clear west-
ward, observed a long extent of land running apparently in a N.W. and 
S.E. direction, 30 miles distant. Wishing heartily my resources may allow 
my reaching it, halted at 9 h. 30 m. for supper, prayer, and bed. 

THIRTIETH JOURNEY. 

Thursda,y, 15th May.-Moderate south winds and fine, bnt very nipping N?on +23°. Mid. _1°. 
in the wind. Breakfast and prayer at 11 h., and moved on .to the north-west, t'!,~:ss~r~~~U:~~·8~. 
to round the observed land seen. Soon after noon, on domg so, found land Distance. 16 miles. 
trending a little more northerly, but another still distant point N.N.W. ~:'~";5~f;~~t. 15!,. 
westerly, for which we steered, closing with the land near enough to 
satisfy a rigid search. Again observing two seals, halted to luncheon at 
5 h., and Sergeant Gough alone went to try and kill one, but returned 
at 6 h. unsuccessful. On passing, the land gradually becoming higher, 
observed a deep inlet, two points defining it, distant about east 4', and the 
northward N.E. 8' or 10'. Halted at 10 h. 30m. ; took bearings of western 
land (extreme points N.W. and S.W.), then to supper, prayer, and rest. 
Several complaining of their eyes, applied some drops of the opiate wine, 
as by the medical directions, advising to some also an aperient pill. 

THIRTY-FIRST JOURNEY. 

Friday, 16th May.-Fresh south; misty and drift. Up at 9 h. 30 m.; Noon + 10°. Mid. + Ie. 

d b kr. t' dId Fresh ,outh' misty and drift. prayer an rea las ; movmg on at noon towar s extreme an seen Huurs travelied, 6. 

north-westward. Arriving here at 8 h. 30m., halted, considering our search Distance, 10 mile,. 
. thO d' . r. h d hi' Hoursofrest 17 m IS Irection lart er unnecessary, an t e western and seen very Lat. 760 I' N. . 
important, considering it to be the northern shores of Sabine and Melville 
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Noon + 17°. 1I1id. -S°. 
Calm; thick mist and snow. 
Hours travelled, 4. 
Distance, 6 or 7 miles. 
Detention, 4 hours, thick 
weather, examination of land. 
Hours of rest, 16. 

( 124 ) 

Islands now seen extending southward to about the position where 
" Parr~" marks (App. Isld

). The weather having set. i~ warm and 
fine, shall alter travelling to-morrow night. Severa~ comp~alDmg of colds, 
which I attribute to rise in the temperature. Nothmg Vlslble a few yards 
from the tent at midnight. Prayer and rest after supper. 

THIRTY-SECOND JOURNEY. 

Saturday, 17th May.-Calm; thick misty weather. The sun, land, and all 
obscured a quarter of a mile off,-but occasionally. Up at 8 h. 30 m. to 
breakfast and prayer. Towards noon, slightly clearing, proceeded on shore 
to look around as well as we could. Saw several deer, and went in pursuit, 
but which was unsuccessful. Ascended the highest part of the land (a hill), 
though low and could not see more than low beach trending round to the 
northward 'two or three miles distant. Collected a quantity of stone, 
buildino- the best cairn we could, and deposited the documents, and names. 
age, &~ of the party. The soil here is. much change~, and herbage ~ore 
abundant, being apparently of a dark nch nature. PICked up some pIeces 
of earth like coal, returning to luncheon. Weather now of that dark and 
dismal nature that, though a coloured object is discernible, my head and 
face came in collision with a ridge of rough ice ere I saw it. Breakfast at 
9 h. P.:I!., and moved on for the land previously seen westward. Weather 
densely thick and misty; proceeded but slowly, being now quite unable to 
see the very deep sastragia or ridges of snow, frequently two to three feet 
deep; the men constantly falling, down. These ridges running so well 
defined in a north.west and south-east direction tends to prove in some 
degree the existence of a channel. After four hours laborious effort to 
proceed, the men, much fatigued, and perhaps weak from medicine the 
previous night, and unable to see a second footstep before or behind, halted, 
and after prayer and supper to rest, hoping for better fortune on the 
morrow. 

No JOURNEY. 

Noon + 24°. ~lirl. + 10°.. 18th lJItlY.- Weather thick and misty, sun and all obscured, not an 
Freshwesterlygales,heavyJron object discernable, five of the eight of party complaining of bad eyesight, 
~.~u~~~;~vell'o, } None. and it being the sabbath, shall gi.v~ one h~lf-day's journey. 10 h. break
~~'tt:;t~~n, -10 h:urs, bad wea. fast, and about noon pe~ormed tlivme serVIce. As the day ad"anced the 
ther. wind rose at N.\V., and Illcreased to a gale, becoming much worse through-
Hours of rest, 14. out the night, until it became an almost hurricane, and no alternative 

remained but holding fast, the drift now penetrating in and through 
everything. 10 h. P.M., no hope of moving on, read prayer, and sought 
rest as we best could. 

Noon + 150, Mid. + 17°, 
Frc~h west gales and drift; 
1"."1., more moderate. 
Hours tra\·clled. 8i. 
Distance, 17 miles. 
Hours of rest, 15i. 
Returning. 

THIRTY-THIRD JOUR:-IEY. 

19th lJ,fay.-Strong N.W. gales with heavy drift, the sun and all else 
obscured. Rose to prayer and breakfast, 10 h., and held on, as no pros
pect showed of movi~g on. Towa~ds evening. the wind slightly lulled. It 
became now a que~tlOn how far It was consIstent extending our search, 
our fuel only allowmg one warm meal a day, and only this by applying 
a p~rt of our. rum. The wind fair for return, and impossible to advance 
agamst, deCided on return, and moved on at 7 h. 30 m. for our last 
" depot," and applying our remaining resources to search in execution 
of orders relativ~ t? Byam Mart;in Isl~nd. Luncheon at ~idnight, pork 
v~ry lean, occ~slOnmg much thIrSt WIth .all. Having had a fair strong 
wmd, made rapId progress, the sledge runnmg ahead ofthe party. Halted 
at 5 h. 15 m., to supper and rest. 

THIRTY-FOURTH JOURNEY. 

Noon + 12°. )100. +6°. 20th lJ!Iay.-Fresh westerly gales; thick mist and drift obscuring all 
Fresh westerly breezes, drift and d h' R h 
mist. an every t mg. ose at 5 : 30 m. to breakfast and prayer, and soon 
H.ours travelled, 4!.. after moved on, deeply regrettmg the weather precluded hope of finding 
DIStance, 9 or 10 mIles. • thO dir f 'd f . . 
Detention 5 hours, bad ", •• tber m IS. ec. Ion. sOD?e eVI enee 0 our mlssmg countrymen had they 
and eyesight. passed III thIS dU'ectlOn, often and often repeating -as if by instinct 
Hours ofrest, 14!. t'" d h d . . . • . repea m~,-Ill my mm , t e wor ~ contammg the spIrit of my orders, "the 

most actIve, ~~est, and persevenng search for our missing countrymen." 
Halted at mldmght for luncheon, and procerded, but in two hours, the 
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wind again increasing to a heavy gale, with corresponding drift dread
fully affecting the eyesight, halted for the night, and sought comfort and 
rest in prayer and supper at 3 A.M., having, though a short journey 
progressed rapidly. ' 

No JOURNEY. 

21st May.-Tremendous N.W. gales, quite unable, in my opinion, to Noon +7°. Mid. +2". 

move or exist an hour outside, exposed to the climate. A most anxious T~emendous N. W. gale and 
d . hI' d h b'l' f drllt. day an mg t as ever experience , testa I Ity 0 our tent being Hours detention, 10; horrid 

greatly endangered by a slight change of wind more northerly. Breakfast i'Ieather'f 
at 6 h., and continued wind and weather bound, saving our luncheon ours 0 re,t, 14. 

of pork and bread. 
THIRTY-FIFTH JO'O<tNE;Y. 

22d May.-Continued fresh N.W. [al~, moderating only at 4 h. P.M. Noon + 17°. Mid. +7° •. 

5h. 30. rose to supper and prayer, muvIng on at 7 h., with a light fair !~:~\!~:;a~:~es; UI., a httle 
wind to the S.E., halting for luncheon at midnight. In a few hours Hours travetled, 8!. 
ft fi 11 ' . h ld k h' b . d h' h Distance 17' or 18' a er e m Wit our 0 trac -, w IC . asslste our progress muc III t e Hours of rest 1St.' 

present thick misty weather. Unable to distinguish more, or describe ' 
the eastern land passed, than already done on our progress outward. With 
our light fair wind made tolerable progress; I think at least 2' per hour, 
judging by my own walking. This would give IS' to 20' for the journey. 
Halted at 6 h.; supper, prayer, and to rest. 

THIRTY-SIXTH JOURNEY. 
23d May.-A bright and beautiful morning; but weather during the day Noon + 16°. lIIid. T 14°. 

h bl th O k d . t R t 5 t d b kf: d Light and fresh, N. W. and fine; very c angea e; IC an mls y. ose a 0 prayer an rea ast, an P.>r., fresh and drift. 
when packed moved on. Luncheon at midnight, and at 3h. observed the H?urs travelled, 4t .. 
b fi . d' 1 . I ... d . . DIStance 9 or 10 miles. e ore-mentlOne rIVer very p am y, m Its vanous mean ermgs, openmg to Hours of rest, 19t. 

the N.E. Halted at 5h. 45m.; supper, prayer, and rest. Having made 
another rapid march (with our now light sledge) to our depot on the 
west point of Graham Moore Bay, laid down Byam Martin Island in 
sight to the southward, to which I shall proceed as soon as my depot is 
picked up. 

THIRTY-SEVENTH JOURNEY. 
24th May.-Rose at 4h. to move on for our depot, halting short of it Noon + 19°. lIIid. + 40. 

IL mile being the nearer to Bvam :Martin Island. The weather and wind F"'sh N.W., heavy drift. 
2 , .J •• Hour!> travelled. 9. 

very changeable; rounn the compass, from heavy fog, dnft, and llllst to Distan~e, II miles. 
bright sunshine. Found great difficulty in reaching our depot, from the Det;nllon 3 hours, breaking up 

h 
.. db depot. 

dense clouds of mist and thick fog. However, I was t e more reJOice y Hours of rest, 12. 

success in 2 hours; and, all being right, I left printed documents, and 
Sir John Ross's advertising bill for the Margate steam packets. Returned, 
and enjoyed our grog, not having had any the past 24 hours, in conse-
quence of leakage, but still unable to afford drinking Her Majesty's good 
health so loyally in liquor (though not wanting in spirit) as we wished. 
Luncheon at midnight. Stopped at 6h. to prayer, supper, and rest. 

No JOURNEY. 
25th May.-Soon after being in bed the winds and weather again became Noon + 16°. Mid. + 40.1 

b . d h' . h d . 1 h d Fresh N. ,V. gales and drift. very Olsterous, an densely tick, as It a prevIOus y t reatene . Hours of detention 10; horrid 
6b. rose to prayer and breakfast, preparatory for moving; but this at weathe,·. 

t b . " 'bl d d' . . d . d . d d Hours of rest, 14. presen emg qUite Impossl e, rea Ivme serVICe, an remame wm an 
weather bound the rest of the day, much, very much, adding to fatigue of 
mind and body. 

No JOURNEY. 
Monday, 26th May.-Continued furious N.W. gales' drift ana mist Noon +26°. Mid. +19° .. 

b . 11 . .' h h Heavy N.W. gales and dnft 
o scurmg a ; qUite unable to see anythmg 4 yards from t e tent; sue Delention, 10 hours. 
thl'Oughout the day, the sun not once visible. Our prayer and usual meals 
at appointed times. 

THIRTY-EIGHTH JOURNEY. 
27th May.-Continued fresh N.W. gales and drift. Now at 8h. A.M., Noon +I~O. Mid.-Io. 
h . b . ' b Fresh ~. Vi. gal .. , heavy squall. 

4~ our~ mag, willd and weather bound; but, happy am I t.o say, o~ne and drift. 
With patIence and hope for better days and heaItily further surrenderlllg H?u" travell~d, st· 

. , '. • Distance, 7 miles. 
grog for fuel, to continue our extended search for our mlssmg countrymen. Hou .. of re.t, 1St 
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Noon + 24° ::\Iid. + J 1°. 
:Moderatc }l" \-V .• thick mist and 
drift occa .. ional1y. 
Hours tra"elll,d, Sf. 
Distance, 7 miles. 
Hours of rest, IS!. 

Noon + 18°. !\lid. + 14°. 
:Moderate 1'i. W.; squalls of 
snow. 
Hours travelled, 51,. 
DistdIlCI', 11 miles~ 
5 hours of examination of coast, 
14 miles. 
Hours of rest, 13!. 

Noon + ISo. :,\licl. + 2~. 
:Moderate westt'rlv, snow and 
drifr. . 
HouTs travelled. 7.\. 
Di<;tance, 9 or 10 ,;iles. 
Hours of re!>t, I6!. 

Noon + 57°, Mid, + 19°, 
O,,-en:a .. t, misty, calm,and thick. 
with c;now. 
H,)urs travelled, Sf. 
DistancE', 8 or 9 miles. 
Hours of rest, 1St. 
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5h. breakfast and prayer, but did not move until ~ate, and then but ~lowly; 
more affecting the eyesight than ought else, bemg freq';lently ob~ged to 
go on my knees to distinguish anything (t~e ~a~tragIa) to gUIde us. 
Luncheon at Ilh. P.M., and much enjoyed our hme-JUlce. 5h. 30m. reached 
some shingle banks lying north side of Byam Martin Island, near the ~.W. 
point of the island, 4: to 5', and relished ~)Ur dry walk an~ be.d .on It; a 
nice sandy spot. Enjoyed our cold pemmican supper and hme-JUlce; but 
again complaining of eyesight, ~o doubt .the cons~quence of such de~sely 
thick miserable weather j all hid III obscunty; crosslllg was very.labonous, 
-crossing the sastragia. Administered opiate wine and a few pills. 

THIRTY-NINTH JOURNEY. 

28th Ml1y.-Continued thick, misty, damp, foggy weather. Rose at 5h. 
to breakfast and prayer. Our sledge requiring repai.r, relashing and squar
ing occupied 2 or 3 hours, and moved on eastward, III consequence of the 
weather making it quite useless proceeding in search westward, as so 
heartfeltly desired and desirable. Our resources would not allow of delay 
with such a state of weather, and all but 3 complaining of bad eyes. Moved 
on at 11 h. after luncheon, and proceeded tolerably quick till 7h. along the 
north shore of Byam Martin Island, encamping at this hour near its east 
point, which 8helves out very low to a long distance, with much rough ice 
aground on it. Gave patients (3) an opiate pill each, as per instructions, 
participating mysel£ 

FORTIETH JOURNEY. 

Thursdl1Y, 29th May.-Fresh N.W. breezes, snow, and drift, bringing 
tent moorings home, until, 5 P.M., it became more moderate. Breakfast; 
prayer; packed, and proceeded to the S.W. in search of Parry's place of 
observation, intending to devote 1 ~ daY8 journey for that purpose, thinking 
it a matter of certainty if our missing expedition had passed westward 
curiosity and duty also would bring them here to make comparisons; but 
not a mark existed of any living thing, nor is any part of the coast yet 
visited so thoroughly barren as here, where I had expected, as Parry 
found, marks of deer and musk oxen. Our patients are much better, 
excepting Serjeant Gough. After a 4 or 5 hours unsuccessful search, 
returned to the tent; partook of luncheon, and moved on eastward for 
Cape Cockburn, with fair wind made good progress, steering by it and 
the sastragia. Encamped at 5h. 30m. Our cold supper on pemmican and 
lime-juice did not occupy long. 6h. to prayer and rest. 

FORTY-FIRST JOURNEY. 

Fridl1Y, 30th.-Fresh S.W. wil'ds, and tolerably fine, a few hours only. 
Rose to breakfast and prayer at 5h., and as soon as packed proceeded east
ward. All much better this morning, but the misty S.W. damp is greatll 
the c~use. Nothing .to ~uide us all ?ay, but moving on at an angle of 45 , 
Cl'ossmg the sastragla III regular ndges of a N.W. and S.E. direction. 
Towards the latter end of this day's journey I was obliged to seek relief' to 
the eyes by walking alongside the sledge, keeping them intently engaged 
thereon, and when we halted nearly all were similarly complaining. Halted 
at 5h. 30m. A.M., having made. a,good I!ight's marc~ and progress eastward 
towards Cape Cockburn. It IS Impossible to descnbe the pain and feeling 
which the complete absence of light and shade creates. 

FORTY-SECOND JOURNEY. 

Saturday, 31st May.-Continued thick overcast weather' wind calm and 
westerly; all again complaining of its dreariness and horrid ~ffection of the 
eyes. Rose to breakfast and prayer at 3h. P.M., and soon after moved on. 
Sun, s~Y' and Ian? hid~en i~ mist and fog, having also to encounter much 
rough Ice, by which I Imagme ourselves near the shoal laid down in the 
cent:e of Graham ,Moore Bay. Towards m.idn.ight, and early A.M., winds 
vet;nng southerly With snow; luncheon at mldmght, and halted, all much 
fatigued, at 5h. ~.M. .Supper, prayer, and rest; I, indeed, glad to steep my 
senses, for first time, III forgt'tfulness. 
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FORTY-THIRD JOURNEY_ 

Sunday, 1st June.-Light and southerly; thick mist and snow obscuring 
all; but the sun occasionally showing. Weather otherwise warm and com
fortable. Breakfast and prayer, 4h. 30m.; our last pork in hand, and, 
having had none for 3 days, all much enjoyed. Observed some land 
indistinctly to the northward. Moved on at 6 P.M. through much rough 
ice and loose snow. Luncheon at llh. Halted finally at Ih. 30m. In con-
sequence of the weather, especially at night, determined on travel by day 
again until it improved. Prayer, supper, and rest. 

FORTY-FOURTH JOURNEY. 

2d June.-Continued thick misty weatber; sun almost invisible at noon. 
Prayer; breakfast; and moved on eastward towards a point seen last even
ing through the haze, but momentary. 4h. P.M. observed land seen to be 
our depot, Point Cape Cockburn. Luncheon at lOh., and at 2h. A.M. landed, 
and proceeded to our store, which we found untouched and safe, much to 
our joy, as also that of the Melville Island party; foxes alone appearing to 
have shown any curiosity near them. Enjoyed a hearty supper, grog, and 
replenished fuel. Prayer, and rest on good dry soil. Left usual notice. 

FORTY-FIFTH JOURNEY. 

Tuesdqy, 3d June.-Continued densely thick fog. Most fortunate in 
thus early having reached our depot, and, all anxiety at rest, intending to 
follow the land in future. Rose at Ilh. to prayer and breakfast; sun 
invisible; no observation, though so much desired; shook out all our 
things, and squared our sledge. Moved on at 2h. to round Cape Cock-
burn, myself ascending the hill half way up to seek for water, and we had 
'gone but a mile or two ere I found the first fresh water this year, running 
down the hills. The men were much overjoyed. Funnel cans and pannikins 
were at work, and soon after filled, as also our mouths. Quite regaled our-
selves in the running st.ream. Whilst thus engaged, a large and small flight 
of ducks flew past, close overhead, but were beyond gunshot ere our guns 
were reached. Soon after four other large flights of hundreds going to the 
N.W. (same direction) followed, quite out of distance, and we were dis-
appointed of our duck supper, having ready made water; but as good a 
one followed, upon part of a Cooper's 81b. tin of soup and pemmican mixed, 
one gill of spirits boiling it, thus enabling us to divide our allowance of 
~ a pint per diem into two cookings. Prayer and rest; most grateful to our 
God for all past and present mercies, only wishing it had been our lot to 
have discovered our missing countrymen. Dropped a printed notice. 

FORTY-SIXTH JOURNEY. 

Wednesday, 4th June.-Fresh easterly winds. Wm. Coles was taken ill 
in his bowels, for which I gave 1 pill opii, and having been previously 
much purged, a little quinine in hot grog, in 2 doses, 2 hours apart; towards 
evening he was much relieved, and, by appearances, quite recovered, after a 
good pannikin of hot tea in addit.ion. Breakfast and prayer at 4h., and 
moved on eastward, tbe weather partially clearing, but winds very piercing 
hard, the quantity of spirits used last night, 1 gill, being quite insuffi-
cient this evening. After a tolerable 8 hours march, halted at 2b. to relieve 
the weak, although very much better; and after supper to prayer and rest. 
Deposited a notice. . 

FORTY-SEVENTH JOURNEY. 

Noon + 35". .\lid. + 310. 
Light s., ~now and mist. 
Hours travelled, st. 
Distance, 11 miles. 
Hours or rest, 15t. 

Noon + 26°. Mid. + 24t.1. 
Thick fog, light S. E., SOO\1'. 

Noon + 2SO. Mid. + 22° 
Calm, thick mist. 
Hours travelled, 7 
Distance, Smiles. 
Hours of rest, 17. 

Noon 26°. Mid. 10". 
Fresh ea.c;terl\', mist and drift. 
Hours travelied. 8. 
Distance, Smiles. 
Hours of rest, 16. 

Thursday, 5th June.-Fresh south-easterly and fine. Patients very much Noon 32°. Mid. 24°. 

recovered, and in consequence moved on, soon after breakfast and prayer, Moderat. south, and fine 

d h d h h· h f P.M .. fresh do. roun t e suppose Alison Inlet. At 2h. P.M. ascended t e 19 est part 0 Hours travelled, 8. 

the land, whilst the sledge skirted round below to look around for evidence, Distance, 9 mlles. 

c?nsidering it a prominent point, and search for water, which I again hap- Hours of rest, 16. 

PI~y fo~nd a~d replenished from. Several deer were seeI\ grazing below, the 
soIl bemg rICh and dark, much covered with moss of several colours. 
Found and picked up as a specimen a small shrub. Halted for luncheon at 
lOh. 30m., and again proceeded, and reached our third and last depot at 
~h. A.M., grateful indeed for the very bountiful addition to our stock; most 
JOyfully also perused the welcome notes. 

2. Q 4 



Noon SSo. Mid. 22". 
Calm and cloudy, fresh east, 
and drift. 
Hours travelled, 6f. 
Distance. 9 miles. 
Hours of rest, 17i. 

NOOD 29°. Mid. 99°. 
Light easterly, and fog j 

P.'ll., fresh S. \V. 
Hours travelled, 7. 
Distance, 9 miles. 
Hours ofr~st, 17. 

Noon 94°, Mid. 29°, 
Moderate south, thick mist. 
Hours travelled, 4!. 
Distance, 10 miles. 

Noon 56°, Mid. 32°, 
Moderate and fresh S.B., snow, 
fog, and drift. 
Boun travelled, 6. 
Distance, 9 miles. 
Detention 4 hou fS, killing and 
flaying a bear. 
Hours afrest, 14. 

Noon 41°. IlIid.32". 
Calm ligbt south, and fog and 
Inow. 
Hours traveUed, 7. 
Distance, 12 or IS'. 
Hours of rest, 17. 

Noon 99°. Mid. s2". 
C31m. bright. and beautiful. 
Houn travelled, 9. 
DistaDce, 1 j miles. 
Hours of rest, 1 S. 
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FORTY-EIGHTH JOURNEY. 

Friday, 6th.-We could not afford to splice the main brace, but had a 
jolly supper upon part of the new supply. Drank the healths of those w~o 
sent it and brought it. After prayer to rest, and slept sOl!ndly all day, till 
duty again called. At 6h. P.M. to breakfast, tea and m.Il~; packed, and 
proceeded, making an easy journey eastward, as by permISSIOn. lOh. 30m. 
luncheon, and halted at 3h. A.M. 

FORTY-NINTH JOURNEY. 

Saturday, 7th June 1851.-Thick foggy calm weather. Enjoyed a hearty 
supper of pemmican, soup, and lime-juice (every day, as ~eather warms, t.he 
more welcome), ann after heartfelt prayer to rest, havmg reached a pomt 
eastward, and found a beautiful dry level for encampment. Fresh westerly 
breezes and tbick weather, towards evening. 6h. P.M., after a good day's 
rest, to breakfast, prayer, and duty, moving on e~st,,:ard t~wards "Ro~nd 
Hill ," and beyond it, a coal-black remarkable projectIng pomt, under wblch 
we halted after a tolerably easy journey, wishing also to examine around, 
and kill some deer seen, for the ship, if possible; several in sight; Sergeant 
Gough and James Harbourn went in pursuit, but were again quite unsuc
cessful. After luncheon, some of the rest up and around the hill. . Tbe 
soil appears to be of volcanic origin, and darkened by saturation from 
melting snow. Its appearance is peculiar, and large pieces are frequently 
falling from it. Tbere is not, as I supposed, anything resembling coal, nor 
would it ignite when tried. Supper, prayer, and rest. 

FIFTIETH JOURNEY. 

Sunday, 8th.-Several ducks and deer seen, but too wild for approach. 
Found and procured afresh supply of beautiful water, proving a great addi
tion to our comfort, as, after breakfast at 4 h., enjoyed a beautiful wash, 
having been 54 days without one, except in temp. all , or an 
article of apparel off for the purpose, quite freshening all up in appear
ance and comfort. A quick thaw by day filled all our pannikins with melted 
snow, although the sun was invisible. After all were thus comfortable, 
and dressed, read divine service. One half day's journey. Luncheon at 
llh., and soon after proceeded eastwardly. Halted at 5h. 30m. Having 
a good floe and fine fair wind, made good progress. 

FIFTY-FIRST JOURNEY. 

Monday,9th.-Moderate and fresh westerly winds; frequent snow 
storms. Several deer were seen, but too wild for approach. Noon, rose to 
get observations, but the sun remained totally obscured. Saw a bear seaward, 
and succeeded in killing it. Afterwards brought it on shore for dissection 
and flaying, for blubber and fuel, which proved a great addition. This occu
pied one half the journey. Several more deer were seen, and dispatched 
Sergeant Gough and William Coles in pursuit, after breakfast and 
prayer. 

FIFTY-SECOND JOURNEY. 

Tuesday, IOth.-Parties all returned, and enjoyed a hearty and well-cooked 
supper upon our new fuel, at 5 h. A.;lI., and after prayer to rest. Rose for 
observatIOn at noon, but the weather continued thick with snow. Breakfast 
at 5 h.; packed up, after prayer, and proceeded eastward. Saw two more 
bears, and several small .flight of ducks, but too wild for approach. 
Luncheon at II h., and, havmg reached Baker Island a little past midnight, 
and finding a beautifully dry spot, halted for supper, prayer, and rest. 

FIFTY-THIRD JOURNEY. 

Wednesday, II th.-Calm and bright beautiful day. Gladly shook out and 
dried all our traps. Another bear was seen, but would not approach or 
allow it. Enjoyed our rest. Breakfast, and prayer at 6 h. P.M., and pro
ceeded eastward (crossed th~ island east and west to the floe) towards the 
eastern land seen. Peaked hIll, S.E. by compass. As the day closed so did 
the fine weather, scarcely completing the first 24 hours fine weather in 
succession ere all again was involved in fog and mist. 
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FIFTY-FOURTH JOURNEY. 

Thursday, 12th.-Miserable ;misty weather; light southerly wind Noon SSo. Mid. 29°. 

throughout. Halted at 4 h. A.M. III consequence. Had but J' ust made all Light, S.W. and fine, misty. 

h h I d d L'. h Bours travelled, 8. comfortable w en t e an steere lor s owed itself a little distance eastward. Distance, 8 miles. 

Enjoyed our supper, prayer, and rest. at 6h. A.M. until 5 n. P.M., when we Heurs of rest, 16. 

again moved on III darkness and drearIness. Luncheon at 11 h. 

FIFTY-FIFTH JOURNEY. 

13th May.-On the point of land previously seen the water streaming Noon 37°. Mid.lI3°. 

d · t 3h L'. d I' f b d h IIIoderate and light S E mist own lD torren s. . 10Un ourse ves, In consequence 0 a weat er, so and fog. . ., 

entirely surrounded by land that I considered it most advisable looking H~urs traveJl~d, S. 

d d· fi d' I' I f d I Distance 6 mdes roun ere procee mg, n mg ourse ves In poo s 0 water an oose deep Hoursrest,19.· 

snow. The effects of a succession of such miserable weather most trying 
to body and mind. 4 h. halted on a tolerably dry spot, and after supper 
to prayer and rest. 

FIFTY-SIXTH JOURNEY. 

14th May.-Thick misty weather, but clearing partially towards noon. 
Observed land, supposed to be Brown Island, and soon after ourselves sur
rounded in an almost deep bight or bay not described in the chart. P.~l. a 
heavy shower of rain, the first this season. Rose at 5 h. to breakfast and 
prayer, moving on along the land, all knee deep, and most frequently deeper, 
m water and snow. Halted for luncheon at midnight. Found great relief 
and warmth by drawing off our boots, and well wringing our blanket, 
wrappers, and stockings. 

FIFTY-SEVENTH JOURNEY. 

Sunday, 15th May.-Light westerly winds; misty and fine towards 
morning. and at noon rose to get observations, but the sun too indistinct. 
Finding a large pool of beautiful clear water, refreshed ourselves by a 
thorough cleansing, and enjoyed it greatly. Made an early breakfast at 
3 h. P.M., and read divine service. 6 h. the sky and weather cleared, and 
we had the pleasure of again seeing our "home on the deep," not appearing 
at a greater distance than 13 or 14 miles. Decided on a straight course. 
Packed and proceeded at 7h. Halted at 10 h. 30 m. to first luncheon, 
warm tea, and again wringing out our stockings, &c. Moved on at 11 h. 
15m.; then plainly sighting the ships by glass, and halted again at 2h. 30m. 
for a final wring, and draught of warm chocolate, which indeed proved a 
saving luxury after so many days and hours wet feet. Moved on at 3 h. 
30 m., and as we advanced found t.he floe becoming more difficult for 
travel. 

Not until 8h. 30m. A.M. did I reach the ship; and the party, at 9h. 15m., 
meeting with a hearty welcome from all ship and mess mates, having by 
direct measurement on the chart marched 17 miles; rest was next to an 
impossibility, the contrast felt being too great for relief to the mind. 

Remarks upon the Description and Quantity if Provision. 

Pemmican.~A delicious and substantial food. The allowance, lIb. per 
diem, I think more than sufficient. 

Pork.-Allowance I think ample, and quality good, but being often 
lean occasioned thirst if eaten, and should therefore recommend a selection 
of pieces for travelling parties. 

Bread.-I think ample; but the men sometimes wished more. It kept 
beautifully dry in the canvass bags. 

Tea.-At all times most welcome and refreshing. Its quantity, as allow
ance, must materially depend on fuel; but should recommend an additional 
quantity in the event of meeting it. 

Chocolate.-A most nutritious article of food for breakfast. Allowance I 
think ample, and quality much enjoyed by the party. 

Sugar.-Allowance ample, if no additional tea. 
P~tato:~A great addition to pemmican, hot preserved meats, or soups. 
Lzme-.Juwe.-An essential and great luxury, but very dependent on 

fuel. 
2. R 

Noon 36°. Mid. 31°, 
Fresh S.E., fog, hail, and rain. 
Hours tra ... ·elled. 8. 
Distanc(>, 11 miles. 
Hour" of rest, 16. 

Noon 36°, Mid. 34°. 
l\1oderate S.E., sleet and. fog. 
Hours travelled, 13, 
Distance, 18 miles. 
Hours of rest, 11. 
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Rum.-The allowance I think only just sufficient, a!ld should much 
recommend one third of a gill in ad~ition; not for. necess.lty's sake, hut at 
a curative for cold and snow water, Its effects, I thmk, bemg often felt. 

Remarks on the principal Articles in the Equipment. 

Tent.-I think as comfortable in size, &c. as a tent can be. The holes 
made for ventilation I found prevented such a collection of congealed 
vapour as I experienced last autumn; and.1 can only recommend, in addi, 
tion, a strengthening band of canvass (especIally at the doo~ay), to pre~ent 
the upripping of the seams when expanded ?etween t~e.pIkes. " 

Wolf Skins.-Unquestionably the best, III my o~mIOn.. It ca[lnot he 
expected on such a service but there must be somethmg disagreeable, and 
I know nothing less so, combining so much warmth and comfort; drying 
very easily also. . 

Felt Bags.-Most essential, and very comfortable. I consider them very 
superior to those made of blanket. . , 

Cooking Appllratus.-Small for 8 men, yet iflarger would demand more 
fuel, which could not be afforded. The glass wicks we could do notliing 
with after the first week, and always burnt cotton. There are also man,}' 
weak parts which the inventor should and might easily have riveted effi· 
ciently, instead of soldering only, which soon gives way. Our own served 
all necessary purposes, otherwise. 

Floor-cloth.-I should recommend a second one, light canvass oiled,if 
Macintosh could not be given. I do consider we derived much comfort and 
dryness from our own. 

Long Sledge.-I feel convinced has a considerable advantage over the 
small size, and may be drawn with, I believe (with the same strength) an 
addition of 200 or 3001bs. equally, especially in rough ice, " 

Remarks, o/c. on Walking Dress and Spare Clothing, o/c. 

Boots.-Canvass were considered by my party the best article. for 
walking in we could have had, until the ice and snow became soft, and 
thawed. I should recommend a pair of leather boots being taken out, 
and left at the first depot made, for walking in with. One pair canvass 
lasted me throughout my journey. 

Mocassins.-Canvass; a very comfortable article for travelling; to some, 
relieving the foot of that pressure or confinement which boots rather tigM 
at times occasioned. The lambskin ditto were thought cold and useless. 

Duck Jurnpers.-Felt very warm and essential in windy weather, or with 
snow. 

The other various articles of the walking dress added much to comfort 
in their several uses. 

Spare Clothing.-W e found quite sufficient in quantity and material ; 
and I cannot call to mind any further remark or improvement to be 
made on t~e whole, beyond the few above stated. Our enjoyment of 
health I thmk the best proof possible, in a varying temperature of 76° : 
from +40° to -36°. 

Spare cooking apparatus made on board was found most efficient and 
~sefid, b~ing adapted ~o ~vood, moss, or tallow; to be improved only by Ii 
t!n or boiler made for It, Illstead of the 81b. bouillie tins, but which I con. 
SIder unnecessary when canisters of that size are carried out. 

(Signed) ROBT. DAWES ALDRICH, 
Lieutenant. 

Captain AUSTIN to Lieutenant ALDRICH. 

Sir, . Woolwich, 21st October 1851. 
I ~ave to acknowledge the receIpt of your report and journal of pro

ceedmgs betwe~n the 15th .of April and the 16th of June last. 
The long pe~od of your Journey, and the labour and privations you have 

undergone, entItle you and your crew to my best thanks. 
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I shall have the pleasure of laying your report and journal before the 
Lords ~ommissioners. of the Admiralty, who I have no doubt will fully 
apprecIate your exertIons. 

The manner in which you have been able to speak of your crew has 
afforded we much satisfaction, which has been made known to them. 

. I am, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain, &c. 

Enclosure 15 of No. 11. of 1851. 

Captain AUSTIN to Mr. R. B. PEARSE, Mate of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Resolute," in charge of the Sledge " Hotspur." 

By Horatio T. Austin, Esquire, C.B., Captain of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Resolute," and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas. 

Being aware of your earnest desire to be employed in the search on 
foot about to be entered upon, looking to your position as senior mate, 
to your officer-like conduct, and trusting to your caution and moderation 
in the management of those who will be under you, I have much satisfac
tiou in appointing you to command the limited party under the senior 
lieutenant of the "Resolute," to accompany him as long as he may 
consider your presence will add to his efficiency. 

You will therefore take under your command the seven men hereafter 
~aroed, who, one and all, have volunteered, and been fully approved by 
yourself for this service, and who with their sledge have been under your 
control and responsibility for preparation and equipment since the 10th 
ultimo. Place yourself under the orders of Lieutenant Aldrich, and 
follow such directions as you may from to time receive from him during 
the period of this particular service. 

With reference to your return, after heing detached, relying on your 
prudence and watchfulness, I feel that the system of a more experienced 
officer during the journey out will not be lost sight of; and have only to 
add, that I hope to have the satisfaction of seeing the fervent interest and 
zeal, with the same efficiency, shown by the mates, of the active period of 
our service, displayed upon the present occasion. 

On your return you will deposit each day near your encampment one 
of the printed notices with which you are supplied. 

You will keep a journal of your proceedings and a track of your route, 
which, with such observations, sketches of headlands, &c., as you may 
have been able to make, are to be transmitted to me as soon as practicable 
after your return. 

Given under my hand on board Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute" in 
Winter Quarters between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, the 7th of 
April 1851. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 

THE SEVEN MEN REFERRED TO. 

James Robinson 
William Ward 
Henry Deller 
James Shingleton 
William Culver 
William George 
John Harbourn 

. Limited party. Provisioned 
.ledge. 

2. 

- Captain's cockswain 1 
A.B. - -

A
A.B

B
· - - L Her Majesty's Ship 

A:B: : = r " Resolute." 

- A.B. -J 
- Private R.M. -

for 40 and equipped for 28 days, with one runner 

R 2 



B.lII. Sleigh U Hotspur 

Mono._" In Deo confido." 

April 15th. 

FIRST .JUt'R~EY. 

9.50 stint. 
'Wind S.E.; W. 40.m.s. 

Time encamped 11 hours. 
Estimated distance from ship 8 
miles. 

Ap,iI16.h. 
\\ ind 8.E.; 5o.m. 

Sf:CO~D JOt'Rl\E\". 

Estimated distance Smiles. 
Time encamped 13~ hours. 

April 17th. 

THIRD JOUB.'NEl". 

Wind S.W. by 8. c. 
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Limited to Lieutenant Aldrich. 

:'IlL-n· ... Names. Age. Rank or Rate. Ship belonging to. NO'1 ________ 1. _______ 1 ____________ -., 

I 
:'1 ... H. n. Pearse 21 
James Robinson - 36 
William Ward 27 
.James Shingleton 22 
Henry Dell"r 30 
William Culver 31 
William G"orge 28 
.Tohn Harbourn - 37 
Peter Finnpcy 31 5 
Gporge Malcolm - 33 
James Fox - 26 

1 
2 
3 

I 4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
II 

Mate 
Capt. forecastle -
A.B. 
A.B. 
A.B. 
A.B. 
A.B. 

PrivateR.M.,3dC. 
Capt. of maintop 
Capt. of hold 
A.B. 

" Resolute'''l 
Do. 

Do. f Do. 
Do. 

H Pioneer." 
Do. J 
Do. 

The 
Oliginal 

sleigh crew 

" Resolute," in lieu of No.4. 
Vo. do. No.2. 
Do. do. No.8. 

Nos. 9, 10, II returned in lit'u 
of Nos. 2, 4, and 8, who pro
ceeded with long parties. 

An Abstract of Weights, Her :;\Jajcsty's Sleigh" Hotspur." lb •• 0 •• 

Constant weights - - - - - 398 0 
20 days provisions for" Hotspur" - - - . 356 8 
Provisions for" Lady Franklin" - - - 674 8 

Total weight . - - 1,429 0 
---------

Weight for pach man to drag - - - . 204 2 

JOURNAL of H. M. Sleigh "HOTSPUR," attached as limited party to 
Lieutenant Aldrich. 

Sir 
In ac~ordance with your wishes, I have the honour to lay before you 

the following brief outline of the daily proceedings of Her Majesty's Sleigh 
" Hotspur," under my command, from the 15th day of April to the 9th of 
::\lay 1851. Not having been supplied with a chronometer, the times of 
proceeding and pitching are only approximate; and the fact of not having 
a thermometer prevented my registering the temperature. 

6h. 10m. P.M., left the ship, and proceeded with thc rest of the sleigh crews, 
accompanied by Captain Austin and a party of officers, for the sleighs. 
where we arrived at 9h. Gave the men half allowance of grog and some 
bi~cuit, and secured the sleighs for starting. After which, the whole 
gathered in a circle round Captain Austin, who offered up a very 
impressive prayer for divine assistance in the great undertaking that all 
were so deeply interested in. 

After shaking hands all round, and exchanging three hearty cheers. 
proceeded in company with the" Lady Franklin" for the north end of 
Somerville Island. Weather thick, floe bad, and sleighs very heavy. 
lOh. P.M., lost sight of the land, and other sleighs. lIh. P.M., Lieutenant 
Aldrich having determined on travelling by day for the present, pitched 
our tents and turned in. 

9h. A.~I., breakfast. Men slept warm and well, but the heat of their 
bodies during the night had melted the snow under the floorcloth and 
wetted it. Struck tents and proceeded. Floe even, but snow deep, and 
weather bad for travelling. 

2h., pitched one tent for lunch. 7h. P.M., pitched for the night; the 
men tired, but the" Lady Franklin's" more so than the" Hotspur's." 

lOh. A.M., breakfast; struck tents and started. Lieutenant Aldrich gave 
the order to change sleighs; floe moderately good, hut occasionally obliged 
to double bank. Passed the north end of Somerville Island. 
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sh. 50m. P.M., pitched. Weather fine, but wind fresh. Estimated dIstance 5; mil ••. 
Lieutenant Ald~ic~ being of opinion that the" Hotspur" is lighter than April lAth. Encamped 13 h. 

the" Lady Frankllll, sent us 1201bs. and three days pemmican. Wind South 8 b.c.q. 
d d fl d h 

Weightperman219lbs. 
IOh. A.M. procee e ; oe not so goo ; c anged sleighs; found we could FOURTH JOURNEY. 

keep the lead with either; wind fi'esh during the night. Estimated distance 6 miles. 
8h. P.M., pitched; saw a white fox, and killed a marmouse. April 19th. Encamped I4b. 

IOh. A.M., proceeded; floe very bad, fi'equently obliged to double bank' Wind N.E. 20.m. 
weather warm, but the glare from the snow trying to the eves. 'FIFTH JOURNEY. 

sh. P.M. pitched; J. Harbourn, suffering slightly from "snow blindness, Estimated distance 6t mil ... 
administered two drops of "vinum opii," and tied a handkerchief over 
them. 

After bre~kfast, read prayers. IOh. A.M.; proceeded; floe moderately April 20th. Encamped 14 h. 
good at startmg, but towards the end of the day very bad. Wind East; lo.m.s. 

Bh. P.M. pitched' Henr}' Deller suffering slightly from snow blindness . SIXTH JOURNET .. 
o • ,.... " , EstJmated distance 7 miles. 

admmlstered two drops of " vmum 0pU. 
IOh. A.M. proceeded; floe better, but frequently obliged to double bank. April 21st. Encamped 14 h. 

in the afternoon land in sight (Bathurst Island). SmNTH JOURNEY. 
h 't h d Th h h fl' d' h' Wind N W 7' b. B • P.M. pI C e . e men W 0 ave su ere III t elr eyes are now Estimat;d disU: "8 '1 

quite well. April 22d. En::~p;:;\e~·h. 
IOh. A.M. proceeded; floe very bad, and weather severe; in double Wind N. W. ; 6 b .•. 

banking across some hummocks, carried away three seizings' unstowed and . EIGHTH JOURNEY. 
o •• ' Estimated dIstance A miles. 

relashed the battens WIth spun yarn, the hIde bemg perfectly rotten. 8h. P.M. Time lost by weather 6 hou". 
weather too inclement to proceed, pitched; examined men's feet, and found April 23d, Encamped 19 h. 
them all well, bnt nearly all had been severely frostbitten in the face. • r ~INTH JOURNEY. 

Weather very severe; unable to proceed. ~i,.::;' b.c.m.; 
3h. P.M. Lunch; wind moderating, proceeded; but floe very bad. Estimated distance 4 miles. 
9h. P.M. pitched; James Shingleton's boots being too tight to travel April 24th. Encamped 13 h. 

in with safety, borrowed a pair from" Lady Franklin." TEXTH JOURNEY. 
IOh. A.M. proceeded; floe very bad indeed; obliged to donble bank Wi?d XW .. ; 2 b. 

nearly the whole day' but the weather pleasant for travelling. Sh. 30m. ESII~ated dIStance 6 miles. 
't h d ' April 25th. Encamped 13; h. 

P.M. pI C e . 
IOh. A.M. proceeded; weather mild, after the recent severe cold; floe E,.EVENTH JOURNET. 

better than yesterday, but still requiring an occasional double bank; ~~:~~~i:~: with western 
whilst at lunch, observed the tents of the western branch inshore of us branch. 
about three miles; hauled inshore for a bay, to bury a depot and com-
municate. 8h. P.M. Doctor Bradford visited the sleigh, to inquire into the 
state of the men's health, several of their men having suffered severely Estimated distnnc. 6; miles. 
from frostbites. 

9h. P.M. 30m. pitched; our own men all well. April 26th. Encamped 12th. 
IOh. A.M. breakfast; took the depot (eight days), and implements for East 5 b.c. 

burying it. Found the ground very hard, but succeeded in making a hole TWELFTH JOUa.EY. 
three feet deep. Put in the depot, filling the interstices with small shingle, Bury the 8th-day depot. 
and covering it with large stones of from 80 to 1501bs. weight, filling the 
crevices as before, with gravel, and snow, and piling the whole about two 
feet six inches above the leveL Lieutenant Aldrich also buried a notice 
in a small cairn, close to and over the dcpbt. Placed a long bamboo with Description of mark. 
a hlack soup and bouilli tin filled with pebbles (the wind, or the slightest 
touch from a bear, wonld make it rattle,) on the top of it, which makes a 
capital mark, as the land behind is covered with snow. Its situation is in a 
bay about a quarter of a mile to the eastward of a high bluff. The bluff is 
about 6~ or 7 miles to the eastward of a low point that forms the eastern 
boundary of the extensive plains called by Sir Edward Parry" Alison's 
Inlet." Its prominent marks on the other hand being a round hill 4 or 5 Appe.r~nce of the land round 

'1 t h ""1 h d f the depot. ml es 0 t e eastward, and a low pomt about 8 ml es to t e eastwar 0 
the bluff; the point and the bluff' forming the boundary of the bay. 

Found the foremost welding of one of the runner irons carried away, 
turne~ her end for. end, stowed, and proceeded. Floe good, b~t the di~e
rence m the draggmg' not so perceptible as I expected, our weight havmg 
been .decreased nearly 1501bs.; pitched for lunch abreast of Lieutenant 
~'Clmtock's sleighs; after lunch, proceeded for the low point. 9 P.~., 
pl~ched under the low point; saw two deer at the distance of about half a First game seen. 
m.lle, sent two men over the point to try and get a shot at them but Estimated distance, 7 miles. 
WIthout success; on the point they saw six hares; night bitterly cold. 

Found my left big toe black from a frostbite, and the sole of the foot ~:~. ~~t~. b.~nc.mp.d ISh. 

&~ightly infl~med anq very tender. 
2. R 3 



Cr08sing the plains. 

Five deer seen. 
THIRTEENTH JOU&1"£\". 

Estimated dist. 8 mill:s. 
A pril 28th. EncampeJ l4t h. 
W.N.W.2b. 

Remarks on travelling with 
sleighs oyer land. 

}'OURTI,}~KTH JOURNEY. 

E!>timated dist. 10 miles. 

(;eorge S. :\Ialcolm joins slei~b. 

A pril 29th. Encamped 14 h. 
Wind S. E. I h.v. 

p'art COll1lJany with Lieut. 
Aldrich, hl' having on hi!'; 
501eigh and in his depot 47 days 
provisions. 
Exchan~e two m . 

. FIFTI:1:ENTII JOURNEY. 

Estimated dist. back 4 miles 
from Cape Cockburn. 

April SOtho Encamped 14h. 
South 2 b.c. 

:-S'XTEF.:-1TU JOURNEY. 

Estimated dist. 13 milL's. 

Geo. l\1alcolm worse. 

1\1.::1\' hI. Encamped 14! h. 
"re~tcrly 3 !J.c. 
Geo. Malcolm on the sleigh. 

SEVENTF.ENTH JOURNEY. 

Examine depot. 

Strike off for the ships. 
Estimated di~t 11 miles. 

:lI"y 2d. Encamped 14 h. 
S.E. 8 m.s. 
Time lost by weather 5 hours. 
\Veather to~ inclement to pro· 
cecd after lunch. Estimated 
dist. 5 miles.. 

EIGHTEENTH JOUIlNEV. 

Reduce allowance. 

)lav sd. Time lost 5 bours. 
En~amped 25 hours. 
S.E. by 5 O.m. 

NnUTl::t:STIl JOURNEY. 

Estimated dist. R mile!:. 

~Ia ,. 4th. Encamped 14 h. 
Sou·therly 3 m.e. 
Estimat~d dist. 9 miles. 

TWENTIETH JOURNEY. 

:Ira" 5th. Encamped 12 h. 
. N.t. by ~ b.c. 
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10h. A.M., proceeded in a direct line for C.ape·Cockburn,' Foundibe 
land, although covered with snow, much heaVIer to drag on than the floe. 
Saw 5 deer, and the recent tracks of musk oxen. Ground heavy; fre; 
quently obliged to double bank. . 

7h. 30m. P.M., pitched; distance from the floe 3 or 4 I?lles. 
IOh. p.)!. proceeded for Cape Cockburn; the draggmg very heavy, 

and always requiring a standing I?ull i[ the runne~s ~ouch~d th.e soil. 
Observed a tent ahead; came up WIth L~eutenant M .Clmtock s sleIgh, ~e' 
having been forced to pitch last night (hIS luncheon tIm~), J~mes WilkIe 
the captain of his sleiO'h not having been able to pass hIS urme for some 
hours but the man no~ perfectly recovered. 8h. P.M., joined company· with 
the rest of the sleighs. lIh. PM., pitched" un?~r Cape Coc~burn. Geo~ge 
S. l\Ialcolm (captain of the" Excellent ) Jomed my sleIgh, he ha~s: 
been severely frost-bitten in the feet, and Doctor ~r~dford recoI?mendmg 
his immediate return. Jos. Robinson left me to Jom the MelVIlle Island· 
party (a ready volunteer).. . 

Lieutenant Aldrich preferring the lo~g slelg.h. to the short.' rel~shed. her, 
and stowed her with the remainder of hiS prOVISIOns. SupplIed hIm WIth a 
new boarding pike in lieu of one broken, and a spare batten in case of 
accident. Ih. P.~I., proceeded with Lieutenant Aldrich, leaving my own tent 
pitched by the sleigh, with two men to look after it,) to roun~ the .cape; 
-Ih. P.lII., came up with the western branch. Parted company WIth LIeute
nant Aldrich, he intending to bury a second depot under the cape. 
James Shingleton, A.B., and John Harbourn, R.M., joined the" Lady 
Franklin." Received Peter Finnecy, captain of maintop, and James Fox, 
.\. B., in lieu of them, their constitution not being so well adapted to stand 
the rigours and privations of Arctic travelling. Struck tent after lunch, and 
proceeded. Sh. P.III., pitched. George Malcolm was well able to keep up 
with the sleigh, and wished to pull; at supper he ate moderately. . 

IOh. P.)!., proceeded; the" Dasher" (Mr. Shellabear's sleigh) returning 
from the western branch in company. Malcolm complaining of his feet 
but well able to keep ahead of us. 7h. 30m. P.lII., passed the low point, 
ancl pitched. Malcolm had a severe fit of vomiting. Made him some tea, 
but he was not able to keep it on his stomach, and as he had passed a rest
Ie" night, gave him two opium pills. In the morning he was unable to 
stir, and when being lifted out of the tent, complained of pains all over. 

IOh. A.~I., placed him on the sleigh, covering him ~ith four parts of the 
wolf skin and one of buffalo, and proceeded. Floe good, and wind being 
fair, set the sail. 3h. saw two bears ahead. Stopped for lunch, and the 
bears coming closer, Mr. Shellabear and one of the men got shots at them, 
but with little effect. Went on shore to examine the depot, taking one man 
with me. Found the depot untouched, but the recent track of a bear 
within ten'feet of it. Left, a notice for Lieutenant Aldrich. Returned to 
the sleigh; and communicated with Mr. Shellabear, informing him of my 
determination of striking off straight to the ships, my men being all in good 
health, and the distance not more than to the Autumn depot. Floe not so 
good as on shore; 8 P.M., pitched. 

IOh. A.:\I., proceeded. The floe moderately good, but the wind fresh, 
and weather very thick. 2h. P.M., pitched for lunch; the weather too 
unfavourable to proceed. George Malcolm drank some tea, and eat a 
little biscuit, being: his firs~ food since the vomiting. He appeared v~ry 
much better after It, but stIll too weak to move, and suffering from paIlls 
all over. Cut all the fat off the pork for fuel, and stopped half allowance 
of rum. No supper. 

6h .. Uf., weather improving. Had supper. 3h. P.M., had breakfast! 
and proceeded. Floe very bad. IOh. P.M., weather clearing. Saw what 
I took for Lowther Island, but which eventually proved to be Garret 
Island. Towards the end of the day, and as I neared island, the floe 
improved. George Malcolm slightly delirious. 2h. A.M., pitched. 

4h: P.M., read prayers. Proceeded. Floe very bad, but weather 
cleanng. The I~land (Garret) visible on our starboard beam. No 
apparent change III George Malcolm. 2h. A.M., pitched. Weather clear 
and fine. Saw the high land to the eastward. 

2h. P;M., proceeded fur the high land (w~h I took fOr Bro'Wtl'-/i Is~ ~ 
we had always on our way out called G8.l"iet's Lomher Island).- Flee v'; 
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bad, butrweather clearer than when we started. The land anead n"Ow plainly 
visible; the north end. high and bold, and the south end low; the whoie 
looking as if I had the south end of Brown's on with the north end of' 
Somerville Island, and the bearing of the centre was 112° 30', or E.S.E. 

'the same as their bearings would be if I had had them in a line· and' 
although the supposed distance was very great, we had seen B~own'~ 
'Island on our way out on the fourth day from passing it at a distance of 
at least twenty-five miles. Midnight, pitched. Estimated dis!. 8 miles. 

Noon, weather fine and clear, proceeded. Floe very bad as we May 6th. Encamped 12 h. 

neared the island, and' could see no opening; altered my course for the W.N.W. 1 b.c.ln. 

110rth .end of it. Floe very good. .Set the sail as we neared the north TW'NT¥-SEco~n JOURNU. 

end. The hummocks again delayed us. Ilh. P.M., pitched under the Estimated dist. 12 miles. 

north point of Lowther Island. Sent two hands to the top of the point, 
to take a look round. My own foot being painful, I thought it best not 
to try ascending the hill myself. Men returned, having seen Brown's, 
Griffith, and Somerville Islands. Malcolm delirious, and very noisy all 
night, preventing the rest from sleeping. 

Noon, w~ather clear, proceeded, picking our way among some May 7th. En,alllped I:J h. 

very heavy hummocks, and frequently going through the snow up to our S.W. 4. b.c. 

thig' hs. After about an hour of this work we got to the good floe. Wind TWENTY-THIRD JOUR,"Y. 
Saw three bear~. 

being fair, set the sail. Saw three bears. 3h., weather came on thick. Detained by weather 21 hour<. 

4h. P.M. weather so thick and unpromising that I determined to pitch ~i~e lost 6hou<". . 
, • . E ... tnnated distance 5 miles 

rather than run the rIsk of gettmg amongst the hummocks. Had raw s.w. 7'8. o.m.s.· 

pemmican for lunch, and turned in, as our provisions would not admit 
of our having supper till we started again. Saw a ptarmigan. Saw a ptarmiga.l. 

lh. P.M., there being no signs of a break in the weather, I resolved to May 8th. Encamped 20h. 

proceed. Had pemmican, and proceeded. 6h., weather ~leare~ a little. s'~::~::~::';'''TH Jomn: 

Served out the last of the rum and some raw pemmIcan for lunch. 
Weather clearing, saw the three islands, and took the following bearings: 6 weather clearcd. 

Griffith N. 65° E., Somerville N. 55° E., and Brown's island N. 25° E. 
6h. 30m., proceeded; set the sail; floe moderately good. Midnight, lIfay 9th. 

being abreast of Somerville Island, the floe ahead good, and the wind Estimated distance travelled 
without sleep ~.::-l miles. 

moderately fair, I determined on making a forced march for the ship. No. of hours absent from 

Pitched; made cocoa, and fried pemmican. 2h. 30m., made sail, and ;hip -" travelled : ;;~!, 
proceeded; the sail helping us much. llh. 30m. A.M., the men being "encamped - :;I"~ 
vety tired, and the outer point of Griffith Island still distant a good three No. of mil .. ont - - 9~\ 

"hume - 110~ 
miles, gave the order to pitch, and cook the remainder of the pemmican Average per d,y out. 7 miles. 

with what spare wood we had on ihe sleigh, whilst I walked on board for home,lll11il". 

assistance. 4h. 10m. P.M., I arrived on board, and reported myself to 
Captain Austin, who immediately sent a party to bring the sleigh in. 
7h. 30m., " Hotspur" arrived. 

Remarks on Equtpment if H.M. Sleigh " Hotspul'." 

I found that in hummocky ground the long sleigh had a great Articles. Long ,1.;,1>. 

advantage over the short one, and as they stow better, and draw as easily 
over the good floe, they are the best adapted for Arctic travelling. 

The oanvass bottom and sides I found very useful. 
I found my tent quite large enough, but I should suggest enlarging Large tent. 

them with a whole, instead of a goring cloth, as the difference in weight 
would not be ab(}Ve 5 Ibs, and it would set better in a breeze, as it now 
bellies very. much. 

Very good . for low temperature, but not enough to keep the wet out Floorcloth. 

with the thermometer above zero. I would therefore recommend a 
second made, either of macintosh, or duck soaked in boiled oil, as the 
weight would not be above 10 Ibs. 

U ne.xceptionable. . Wolf skins. 

, Ve~y ~ood, but not equal to felt. Blanket bags. 

ThIS IS the only bad article I had away, it being too slight, and not Cooking appar.'u,. 

l,arge enough. 
I should prefer canvass boots, the second pair (for the low temperature) Boots. 

b~ing made considerably larger than .before. Mocassins made with a 
l~rge tongue, (to k~(lp 'out the snow) are v.ery co~fortable, but wear out 
roo soqn...~;,::: ." h .... ,.. I!':q ·;.k., 2. .. .. ,.~... , R 4' ..... " 



Pemmican. 

Biscuit. 

Pork. 

Chocolate. 

Fuel (tallow). 
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Remarks on the Provisioning of H.M. Sleigh" Hotspur." 

The allowance was very good; but as our cooking apparatus was small, 
and fuel short we could never cook more than tths of our allowance. 

Our allowa~ce was small, and it would have been ~ weat deal better if 
it had been sifted, as we had a haversack full of dust III It.. . 

The pieces should be picked. Ours had so much lean I~ It that on two 
or three occasions we could not eat any for lunch, as It made us so 
thirsty. 

Very good, and the allowance liberal, and I think it better for breakfast 
than tea. 

My allowance was short. 21b. a day, with strict economy, would cook 
your meals; but on that allowance you could not cook tea after pemmican. 

Sir, . ., 
In conclusion, I have much pleasure III t~s~lfYlDg to the good. conduct 

of the men I commanded Their zeal and WIlhngness on all occaSIOns can· 
not be too highly commended. 

(Signed.) I have, &c. 
RICHARD BULKELEY PEARSE, 

Mate, &c. To Captain H. T. Austin, R. N. 
&c. &c. 

A General Abstract of the Proceedings of Her Majesty's Sleigh" Hotspur." 

Number of days out 
Number of days home 
Total hours travelled 
Total distance travelled 
Distance in a direct line 
Total hours encamped for rest 
Total hours detained by weather 
Mean rate of travelling per day out 
Meau rate of travelling per day home 

- 13t days. 
lOt days. 
258t hours. 
208?; miles. 
180 miles. 
318~ hours. 
65 hours. 
7 miles. 
II miles. 

R. B. PEARSE. 

Captain AUSTIN to Mr. R. B. PEARSE, Mate, late in command of the 
Sledge" Hotspur." 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute;' at Winter Quartera 

S
. between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, 
Jr, 30th May 1851. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your report of proceedings from 
the 15th ultimo to the 9th instant, which is very carefully made. 

I am much pleased with the manner in which you have performed the 
service intrusted to you. 

Your "ai.d~ and zeal, and dr!lgging," spoken of by Lieutenant Aldrich, 
was both spIrIted and encouragmg to the men. The preservation of your 
crew from frostbite or other casualty, enabling you to supply three of them 
to other P!lrties, evinced both care and management; and your exertions 
to return III as short a time as possible with the sick man you had received 
fi'om another sledge were highly creditable. 

Your account of the conduct of the men who were under your command 
is very satisfactory, which has been made known to them . 

. I have, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain, &c. 

Enclosure 16 of No. 11 of 1851. 

Captain AUSTIN to LIEUTENANT M' CLJNTOCK, in command of the" Western 
Branch," Western Division. 

By Horatio T. Austin! Esquire, C.B., Captain of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Resolute," and m charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas . 

. ~n pursuance o.f the instructions directing the operations of this expe
:htl~n, and lookmg to your previous experience in arctic travelling, 
relymg on your prudence and zeal, and taking into consideration your 
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earnest desire to reach Melville Island, you have been selected for that 
lengthened journey. And being very desirous that medical aid should be 
available, so far as it can be with so large a number of men as that com
posing the west~rn divisjon, a double party will be attached to you, which 
will also in pomt of resources ensure as far as possible your reaching 
Winter Harbour, and extending the search, should it be called for from 
traces found there. It is therefore a source of much satis£'1Ction to me 
being able to attach to you as your second so experienced and capable an 
officer as Mr. Bradford, the surgeon of the" Resolute," who is animated 
with the same ardour as yourself in this important undertaking. 

You will therefore now take under your command the officers and men 
named in the Appendix hereunto attached, whoone and all have volunteered, 
and been chiefly selected by yourself for this service, and who with their 
sledges have been under your control and responsibility for preparation 
and equipment since the 10th ultimo; and as soon as in every respect 
complete and ready, proceed in the route that your experience and judg
ment may deem the best and most direct for reaching and safely returning 
from Winter Harbour; at which placc, should eithcr of the missing vessels 
have touched, some traces it is hopcd will be discovered. 

In order to facilitate your operations, and with the vicw of accomplishing 
the most extended search in the least amount of time, the senior lieutenant 
of the" Resolute" will examine the shores and traee the indcntations to 
the northward between the islands; so that in the event of traces not 
being found previous to the last opportunity for communicating ,,,ith the 
"northern branch," your not having to deviate £i'om the one object will 
prove of great advantagc to you. 

Although it is not directed that the two distinct branches proceeding 
alol1g the northern shore should continue together until their separation 
becomes absolutely necessary, yet I desire to impress upon you the 
importance of a communication between them being rendered available up 
to the latest period, for the following reasons; yiz. 

First,-With so large a body of men in one direction medical aid may 
be of great value; 

Seeond,-In the event of traces being found by the" northern branch" 
your services may become of the greatest importance in that direction; 
and, 

Third,-In the event of casualty in the extended parties, there would 
be a larger number of men from which to eomplcte. 

Having expressed these views, I leave the mode for best carrying them 
out to the zeal and prudence of Lieutenant Aldrich and yourself: 

With reference to any separate line of search that you may be able to 
make by detaching Mr. Bradford, having stated the object of increasing' 
your "braneh" to a double party, I leave to your own discretion; 
observing, that I expect you will make every arrangement you can for 
your return in company. Should you so dctaeh Mr. Bradford, you '~ill 
furnish him with such directions as may be necessary, and instruct lllln 
that his duties during such separation will be a distinct responsibility. 

You having reached such points beyond which your resources "'ould 
not be aided by the auxiliary or limited parties, you will direct their 
return, first completing thc extended parties £I'om them; at which period 
there is reason to hope that sufficicnt will be known of the strensth 
and capability of everyone to leave little in doubt on that head; takmg 
care that the resources of the returning sledges are adequate to ensure 
their reaching the ships in safety, and acquainting me, or (if more con
venient) stating verbally but carefully to the officer, for my informati.on, 
your anticipations of the extent of search you may be able to accomplIsh, 
and the probable date of your return. . 

I wish one of the printed notices with which you are supplied deposIted 
each day near your encampment. 

You will keep a journal of your proceedings and a track of your 
route, for transmission to me, and direct the officers accompanying you to 
do the same. 

Should you 01' Mr. Bradford come upon any prominent points of land 
not already laid down, it is desirable that they should be fixed, and a 

2. S 
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number or letter only given for distinction; as also that such observationa, 
sketches of headlands, &c., should be made as your knowledge or that 
of Mr. Bradford may deem useful; all of w~ich, with ~he data from which 
the results will have been deduced, you wIll transmIt to me as soon as 
convenient after your return. You will, however, distinctly understand, 
that discoveries and observations are wholly secondary ~o the great 
object of our mission,-the most active, earnest, and persevermg search for 
our missing countrymen; any of whom, should you have the happiness 
to meet, and they be unable to return with you, must be impressed with 
the assurance that no human effort shall be wanting to give them succour 
and relief. 

In the event of casualty arising to yourself, or to any of the officers 
accompanying you, before separation, you are referred to the provision 
made in the Appendix before mentioned. 

I consider it desirable to caution you that in the event of your depo. 
siting depots of provisions at different stages to provide for your return, 
how important it is that they should be so arranged with regard to pro· 
portion and distance as to ensure a sufficient quantity being always at 
command in the event of unforeseen detention. 

Further, with reference to a proper protection of the eyes fi'om snow 
blindness, the feet from chafe, and the advantage to be derived under 
present circumstances from eating sorrel, if such can be obtained, I 
consider it only necessary to refer you to your past experience in these 
matters, and to the professional knowledge of Mr. Bradford. 

It now only remains for me to direct your attention to the following 
points; yiz. 

First,-The people having undergone the privations consequent upon a 
winter passed in these regions may not be equal to so lengthened a period 
of labour and further privation as if fresh fi'om a more genial climate; 

Second,-The increased labour and difficulty of travelling after thawing 
has commenced; and, 

Third,-The uncertainty of the time at which the ice in the bays may 
break up. 

All of which must guide you in the cxtent of your journey out. 
Believing that all has now been done that the resources of the expedi· 

tion will allow, and human foresight can devise, I commend you, and 
those with you, to the care of the Mighty Disposer of all events. 

Given under my hand on board Her Majesty's ship "Resolute" at 
Winter Quarters between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands the 7th of 
April 1851. ' 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 

THE ApPENDIX REFERRED TO. 

FIRST PART. 

Extended party. 

f
Lieutenant M'Clintock 1 

Pr.ovisioned and James Wilkie - Captai;1 fore~astle = 
. d £ ~ James Dawson - - A B eqUlppe lOr 40 W'll' R" h d .. - - l 

days, with one 1 la~ IC ar s - A. B. - - r 
runner sledge. lJOhn ~ah~on - A. B. -

James Hoile - - A. B. - J 
James Rodgers A. B. _ 

Limited party. 

fMr. Wm. B. Shellabear Second master --1 
Provisioned for James Fullarton - Gunner's mate 
42 ond equipped J Robert Urquhart - Private R.l\I. __ } 
for 28 days, with 1 Fostf'r i\l'Kenzie - A.B. 

one runner lThomas Hood - Private R.M. ---J 
sledge. George Wood - Boatswain's mate 

Henry Morgan - Private R.M. 

H. M. Ship 
" Assistance." 

H.M. Ship 
" Assistance." 
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SECOND PART. 

Extended party. 

r
Mr. A. R. Bradford - Surgeon 

Provisioned and Benjamin Young - Captain foretop 

~ 
Robert Hoile - Sail maker 

equipped for 40 Moses Tew _ _ A.B. 
days, with one El' B 

I d l 
lone - - A.B. 

runner s e ge. W'll' S 1 lam 'waney - A.B. 
Samuel Rogers - Prh'ate R.M. 

Limited party. 

r
Mr. Walter Wm. May - Mate -1 

Provisioned for Geo. S. Malcolm - Captain hold _ 
42 and equipped J Thomas Brown - Blacksmith -
for 28 days, with 1 John Davies - BombardierR.M.A. l 

one runner l Benjamin Strutt - A.B. - _Jf 
sledge. John Wright - l'rivate R.M. -

John Hieels - Private R.M. -

Auxiliary party. 

r Mr. John P. Cheyne - Mate • --I 
} .. Joseph Organ - Ice quartermaster-
I rovlslOned for j William Elliott Carpenter's mate _I 
4~ daJ'sfi and James Folly. Ship's cook _ 

eqUlppe . or 20 Thomas Record - Musician • r 
days, with one Henry Cumber _ Officers cook _ 
runner sledge. t Richal'd Bland - A.B. -.J 

Nicholas Holton - Stoker 

H.M. Ship 
" Resolute." 

11.7I/. Ship 
" Resolute." 

lUI. Ship 
" Resolute." 

In the event of casualty arising to yourself before separation, you will 
deliver your orders to Mr. Bradford, who will take charge and proceed in 
execution thereof, and Mr. Shellabear will take the place of Mr. Bradford; 
and in the event of casualty arising to Mr. Bradford, Mr. May will take 
the part assigned to that officer. 

With reference to casualties amongst thc men, a fair proportion should 
be provided fi'om thosc of each ship for the extended parties, so long as 
efficiency will admit thereof. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. T. A. 

Lieutenant M'CLINTOCK to Captain AUSTIN. 

. Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," off Griffith's Island, 
SIr, 10th August 1851. 

I beg to acquaint you of my return to this ship on the 4th July, having 
carefully examined the southern coast of Byam Martin Island, and of 
Melville Island from Point Griffiths to Cape Dundas. From thence, its 
continuation to Liddon's Gulf was disco\c;·c.~ :~ild examined. Winter 
Harbour, and cairns erected by Sir Edward Parry in three different places, 
have also been visited, but, I regret to inform you, without finding any 
traces of Sir John Franklin's expedition. Those shores do not appear to 
have been visited, even by Esquimaux, since the voyage of 1819-20. 

I was happily enabled to detach my companion, Mr. A. R. Bradford, 
surgeon of Her Majesty's ship "Resolute," for the examination of the 
ea.st coast of Melville Island, which he accomplished to an extent of 70 
mIles, as well as the circuit of Byam Martin Island, and was equally 
unsuccessful in obtaining traces of the missing expedition. 

After my departure, on the evening of the 15th April, I proceeded with 
the five sledges under my command for the depot of provisions previ?l!sly 
placed on the west coast of Cornwallis Island, and completed prOVISIOns 
t~ere on the 18th. From thence we proceeded for Bathurst Island; but 
dId not succeed i": reaching Cape Capel. until the 22d, ~n conseql!ence of 
a heavy gale of wmd, and continued thICk weather, whICh occaSIOned us 
considerable delay in rounding a newly-discovered island. 

2. S 2 
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The temperature had also undergone a very material change; from 20· 
above zero to 21'° below. On our arrival at Cape Capel the surgeon 
examined several severe frostbites which had o.ccurred during the pre. 
cedinO' march, and reported three of the men dIsabled. I therefore des· 
patch~d the sledge "Parry," Mr. Cheyne, mate, back. to t~e s~ips with 
the sufferers, after having completed. the ?ther partJ{~s WIth h.ls provi. 
sions, and secured a sufficient quantity 111 a PIt, as a depot [or theIr return. 
The weather increased in severity. On the 23d we were ?bllged to encamp, 
as it was absolutely unsafe to expose the men to such mclement weather. 
Here we were confined to our tents until midnight of the 24th. On the 
25th we met the sledges "Lady ~ranklin'~ and "Hot~pur," .Lieutenant 
Aldrich and Mr. Pearse. Commul1lcated WIth them daIly untIl the 29th, 
when we finally separated. On the night of the 2ith the thermometer 
registered 36° below zero, being the .great~st cold we experienced. For· 
tunately the weather was fine, and wmds lIght, so that our progress was 
not materially delayed. It was however necessary to s~orten ou.r journeys 
considerably, and the officers and men suffered contmually from frost. 
bites. 

!leached Cape Cockburn on the evening of the 28t~. Here it was 
found necessary to send back fivc men "'ho had become dIsabled by frost· 
bitten feet. 

I madc the necessary arrangements with Lieutenant Aldrich for 
Messrs. Pearse and Shellabear to return in company to the ships with 
all possible speed, receiving these men in lieu of others selected from 
their parties. The remaining parties were filled up with provisions, and 
a depot secured for their return, by the "Dasher." On the 30th April 
the parties separated. The" Lady Franklin" proceeded "'cstward along 
the shore of Bathurst Island; the "Hotspur" and "Dasher" to the east. 
ward on their return; and the three remaining sledges, "Perseverance," 
"Resolute," and "Excellent," which now comprised my party, across 
Graham Moore Bay for Byam Martin Island. 

I beg to remark in this place that the most disagreeable duty I have 
had to perform was to enforce the return of those men who had received 
injuries (much greater than they themselves were aware of), and who 
evinced the strongest desire to proceed, even endeavouring to conceal 
from each other their frostbites, and the pain which labour occasioned 
them. The weather became rather less severe, the temperature varying 
from 10° to 28° below zero, and by exerting all our efforts Byam Martin 
l~land was reached on the 6th May, although we had been confined to 
vur tents for forty hours by a south·east gale of wind. A more disagreeable 
~etel1tion than one. of this kind cannot eas~ly be imagined; seven persons 
III a space 8 feet 8 ll1ches long by 6 feet I' Illches broad, scarcely able to 
keep themselves warm; and, as it is necessary to cDok in the tent, the 
vap?ur speedily ~ondenses, and descends in a shower of fine snow, pene· 
tratll1g and wettmg the fnr robes and clothing. 

Here I determined to send back the" Excellent," Mr. May, mate. One 
or two more exchanges of men were necessary; and after supplyin!1 us 
with provisions, and depositing in security a supply for our ret~m, 
l\~r. May left us. on the same evening. The weather was now decidedly 
mIlder, and our Journeys we:e lengthened accordingly. Travelled round 
the south end of Byam Martlll Island, and then across for Melville Island. 

On II th May we encamped off Point Griffiths; its south·east extreme. 
The c?n.dition and :esources of my party being snch as to confirm me in 
the Opll1lOn that Wlllter Harbour was well within my reach, I felt it to be 
my duty to detach the "Resolute," Mr. Bradford, up the eastern coast, 
and th~s donble the extent of our research. Arrangements were made for 
separatmg, and ?rders d.rawn ~p for ;\lr. Bradford's guidance (a copy of 
these orders a~'e lllserted III my Journal). 

In the evenlllg we parted compan,y upon our respective missions. 
I now commenced the examlllatlOn of the southern shore of Melville 

Island with the utmost care. ~y far the greater portion of it has been 
actually walked over, and, at Illtervals, the hills ascended and the ice 
examined with a telescope. ' 
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On arriving in Sk~yne B~y, five days pr?visions, the gutta percha sledge 
boat, and every artIcle whIch could be dIspensed with until our return 
here, was left en cache. After a day's rest we continued our journey 
and, favoured by fine and mild weather, made good progress. On th~ 
19th, reindeer and musk oxen were seen, and two of the latter shot· a 
second depot of provisions was left, and the examination continued to the 
westward. This abundant supply of fresh beef, combined with the im
provement in the weather and temperature, was very beneficial to the 
men. A couple of bears had prevIOusly been shot, and their blubber 
afforded a most welcome addition to our fuel. On 21st May we crossed 
the mouth of Winter Harbour, and encamped upon Point Hearne in a 
strong north-west gale of wind, which detained us twelve hours. During 
our further progress westward another musk ox was shot. Reached Cape 
Dundas on the 27th May. Soon after passing it, discovered land to the 
north-west. Followed the coastline, which now trended rapidly round to 
the north-west, north, and north-east, and finally joined the southern 
entrance of Liddon's Gulf. The land seen on the 27th was found to be 
connected with the north side of Liddon's Gulf, and extended westward 
fi'om thence. Its visible extreme was in latitude 75° 17' N., longitude 
117° 40' W. 

Banks' Land was also seen to extend westward to latitude 74 0 17' N., 
and longitude llSo 10' W. 

Although the discovcry of land westward of Cape Dundas rendered it 
improbable that any traces would be found in Liddon's Gulf, yet I deter
mined to examinc it, and had some hope that Bushnan Cove, described 
by Sir Edward Parry as being so favourable a position for game, might 
have attracted shooting parties fi'om the ships, if detained upon the 
northern coast of this island, the distance across being only twenty-threc 
miles. 

It was with extreme reluctance that I turned my back upon the newly
discovered land stretching away far to the westward; but I had already 
expended more than half our provisions, and was upwards of 300 miles in 
direct distance from the ships; moreover, the rapid advance of summer 
rendered travelling over the ice exceedingly precarious; under these cir
cumstances the safety of my party demanded our immediate return. Sir 
Edward Parry's record at Bushnan Cove was found, but in such a dilapi
dated condition as to be scarcely legible. It was replaced by one of this 
expedition. Had it been in a better state of preservation I would most 
gladly have left it undisturbed. 

We found here everything mentioned by Sir Edward Parry as having 
been left by his party when his broken cart was abandoned. 

The remains of the cart served us for fuel. Some small portions of it, as 
well as a few other relics of our predecessors, were brought away. The 
very slow progress of decay in this climate was strikingly evident on 
inspecting the site of Sir Edward Parry's encampment of June 1820. The 
wood appeared almost unchanged; the bones of ptarmigan (off which his 
party supped) were merely bleached; and the pieces of cloth, canvas, rope, 
and twine strewed about still retained much of their original strength and 
colouring. 

We proceeded from herc on the 1st June, crossed Liddon's Gulf, and 
commenced the land journey to Winter Harbour. Examined the monu
ment on Table Hill when passing it, and arrived at Winter Harbour on 
the 5th. A reindeer and musk ox were shot whilst crossing the land, 
Winter Harbour and its low shores were still deeply covered with snow; so 
much so that we had some difficulty in finding the site of the observatory 
The snow was dug off it, and the spot carefully examined. 

The only object conspicuous above the snow was a remarkable sandstone 
rock near the entrance of the harbour, and close to which we encamped. 
Beneath it a hare had taken up her residence, and during our stay of 
36 hours was constantly feeding about within a few yards of our tent. The 
fearlessness of this animal was almost, in itself, a convincing proof that 
our countrymen had not been here. 

~ S3 
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Cut the date, " 1851," upon this rock, near the inscription w~ich records 
Sir Edward Parry's visit, and placed a record upon the top of It. 

Left Winter Harbour on the 6th June. Examined a record left by 
Sir Edward Parry near Fife's Harbour. Retu!ned to Skeyne Bay on 
11 th June; picked up the provisions and other artIcles left there, and finally 
left Melville Island on the 13th June. 

On the 16th reached our depot upon Byam Martin Island. The summer 
had now overtaken us; our travelling was usually thro.ugh pools .of water 
on the ice or deep soft snow; it had become exceedmgly labonous, and 
although the sledge was but lightly loaded,. our progress was often very 
slow. From this position to the nea~est P?mt of Bathurst Island, a dis. 
tance of 29 miles was only accomplIshed m 4 days. From thence we 
travelled round G;aham Moore Bay to Cape Cockburn, which we reached 
on the 24th. Mr. Bradford had left it the day before. Arrived at Cape 
Capel on the 28th, and soon after we were joined by Mr. Bradford and his 
party. I was very sorry to learn that he had latterly been obliged to 
travel on the sledge in consequence of a severe fall. 

After a halt of a day and a half to rest the men, we proceeded together 
to the depot on Cornwallis Island, and from thence to the ships, arriving 
alongside H.:\L Ship Assistance shortly after noon on the 4th of July. 

The seasonable supply of fresh food at Melville Island not only kept 
the men in vigorous health, but enabled me to extend the search beyond 
what my provisions would otherwise have permitted. 

The state of the ice is constantly described in my journal; and whilst 
the absence of traces are negative proofs that the missing expedition has 
not been detained or met with accident along these shores, the condition 
of the ice off Cape Dundas affords almost positive proof that they have 
not passed to the westward. 

It is now my pleasing duty to make known to you how ably I have been 
supported by the officers placed under my command, and I attribute in a 
great measure to their example the admirable conduct of the men. 

Mr. Bradford's performance whilst prosecuting a separate search fully 
justifies the confidence I had placed in him; and owing to his careful 
attention to the men during the very severe weather in April we are 
indebted for the comparatively few injuries sustained. When not required 
for other duty, the officers were constantly labouring with their men in 
dragging the sledges. It was a service in which all felt and acted alike. 

Of my own party, I would gladly speak at greater length. Their phy. 
sical capabilities have been very severely tested during this journey of 
770 geographical miles; but I deem it sufficient to recommend them to 
your notice, with this observation, that all I could say in praise of their 
spirited perseverance and patient endurance of fatigue and privation is 
not more. than their due: And I also beg you will favourably consider 
t~e e~erhons and suffenngs of .those men who received injury by frost
bItes m the early part of our Journey, and therefore returned to their 
ships in a disabled condition. 

Success in the grand object which stimulated us forward in the search 
was not v~uchs~fed to us; but that we have been preserved from accident, 
a~d sustamed IU health and strength, t~1follghout this trying period of 
eIghty days, has caused us to return WIth hearts filled with gratitude 
towards Him from whom all blessings flow. 

I have, &c. 
F. L. M'CLINTOCK, Lieutenant, &c. 

No. of EncJ(Y.o;ure~. Subject. 

1 Journal of proceedings. 
1 Chart of track. 
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JOURNAL of P~OCEEDINGS. from the 15tl~ ~f April to the 4th of July 
18.51, whIlst searchmg for the mlssmg Expedition under the 
Command of Captain Sir John Franklin. 

Names. Quality. Age. Ship. Remarks. 

Mr. F. L. M'Clintock Lieutenant - - - Assistance. 
James Wilkie - - Capt. forecastle - 34 Do. 
John Salmon - A.B. - 24 Intrepid. 
Thomas Hood - Private R.l\l. - 29 Assistance - Received from Dasher. 
James Hoile 
John Heels 
James Dawson 

- - A.B. - - 25 Do. 
- - Private R.M. - 28 Resolute 

- A.B. - - 23 Assistance. 

ABSTRACT OF WEIGHTS. 

Constant weights 
Provisions and packages (41 days) 
Total weights 
Weight, per man 
Daily decrease of weights 

The observations are in Italics. 

- Received from Excellent. 

lbs. 
417 
822~ 

1,239£ 
2064 

20 

The true dil'ection of the wind is given. 

DEPARTURE. 
The necessary preparations for travelling being completed, and sledges 

packed, they werc advanced to the north point of Griffith's Island on thc 
12th April. On the 15th the travellers, accompanied by Captain Austin 
and nearly all the remaining officers and men, left the ships at six o'clock 
in the evening. The weather was dull and gloomy, with light southerly 
winds; but shortly after starting it freshened, and commenced snowing. 
On arriving at the sledges the tents were pitched, snow melted, and some 
biscuit and rum served to the travellers. Previous to starting Captain 
Austin read prayers, and when the sledges were drawn up in travelling 
order he took leave of each officer, and addressed a few impressive words 
to each sledge's crew, enjoining a steady perseverance in their noble enter
prise, and implicit obedience to their leaders. We started at ten o'clock. 
The northern and southern divisions, each consisting of seven sledges, 
returned the cheers of those who remained behind, and cheered each other 
most heartily. There was exhibited by both officers and men a degree 
of earnestness and deep feeling which nothing short of the humane objects 
of our labours, and the perilous undertaking we had embarked in, could 
call forth. The men were so excited that they could scarcely be prevented 
from pushing forward with their utmost strength, each party hoping to be 
the first to afford relief to our long absent countrymen. The Melville 
Island division, under my orders, was composed of the following parties: 

Names of Sledges. Names of Officers. Hank. 
No. of Nature of Equipment. 
Men. 

Perseverance - Mr. M'Clintock - Lieutenant - 6 Extended party. 
Resolute - - Mr. Bradford - Surgeon - 6 Same. 
Excellent - Mr. May - - Mate - - 6 Limited party. 
Dasber - - ~r. Sbellabear - 2d Master - 6 Same. 
Parry - - Mr. Cheyne - - Mate - . 7 Auxiliary. 

In less than half an hour we lost sight of the southern division, and 
shortly after of Lieutenant Aldrich's and Mr. Pearse's parties. At II h. 
P.M., the wind having freshened sufficiently, the sail and three kites were 
set upon my sledge. The other sledges also made sail. Our course was 
almost directly before the wind, and these auxiliaries lessened the labour 

.,f:,.. of dragging considerably. 
, The floe was smooth, and had but two or three inches of soft snow on 

it. Our average pace whilst moving was one mile and three quarters an 
2. S 4 

H.l\I. Sledge "Perseverance." 



First Journey. 

Hours travelled, st. 
Encamped for re!lt, 14kh. 
Stopped for luncheon. ~h. 
Di!tance accomplished, Hm. 
Wind, S.S.E. 2 to 6. 
Weather, o.g.s. 
'J'emp. + 15°. 
Detained for refreshment and 
divine service, 1 hour. 

Second Journey. 

Hours travelled, 6t. 
Encamped for rest, lS1h. 
Stopped for lunch, -!h. 
Distance accomplished, S. E. 
by E. 11 miles. 
'Yind, 5 to 7, S. S. E. 
Weather, g.q.s. 
Temp. + 15°. 
Detained by bad weather 
S hours. 

Third Journey. 

Hours travelled, 4Ji. 
Encamped for rest, 14.ah. 
Stupped for luncheon, th. 
Distance accomplished, E. t N. 
Smiles. 
Wind,4 to 6. S.S.E. 
'V ("ather, c. 
Temp. 28° to 18°. 
Detained at depot, 5 hour!!. 
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hour; but the men took frequent spells of three or fo~r minutes each. As 
the thickness of the weather obscured the land, our kItes were very useful 
in directing the course. 

Tuesday, 16th April.-Lunched at 0 h. 30 m. A.M. 
Encamped on the floe at 4 h. 0 m. The land was then visible. 

. {Browne's Island, E. by N. 
Bearwgs. A long point on Cornwallis Island, S. E. 

Gloomy weather, with snmv at. intervals. Our tents were .warm, and, 
with the exception of a few novIces who could not bag thm heads as 
comfortably as the rest, we slept so~ndly ~ll. day. 

At noon it blew strongly, WIth thICk drIfhng snow. 

P.~I. Proceeded at 6 h. 20 m. Made sail, and set two kites. Floe very 
smooth, but the freshly fallen snow lay in deep drifts. On the hard 
winter's snow or bare ice the sledges would rometimes run along under 
sail alone. 

As the land was not visible, we were glad to have our kites to steer by. 
Lunched at 11 h. 50 1l1. P.M. A point in sight. 

Thursday, lith April.-A.~I. The weather was now very disagreeable, 
blowing strongly, with falling and drifting snow. Kept along the land 
until it began to lead us off our course. We therefore took advantage of 
such shelter as it afforded, and encamped upon a low beach of limestone 
and shingle, at 1 h. 30 m. 

At noon there was rather less wind. 
South point of entrance of Ill! inlet, S.E. 1)!I E. ~ E. 
North extreme of Cornwallis Islund, E. t N. 
Extremes of Browne's Island, N.E. - N.N.E. ! E. 

P.M. More pleasant weather. 
Started at 6 h. 20 m. Made sail, and set kites. The sledges proceeded 

direct for the extreme point of Cornwallis Island visible, whilst Mr. May 
accompanied me in a walk along the beach to the entrance of the inlet. 

About 150 yards from the beach, and iO or 80 feet above the sea, we 
found a round stone building, about five feet high, and closed in on the 
top with flat stones. Pulled down a portion of it, but the interior was filled 
with snow. I was exceedingly anxious to examine it at the time, but have 
since seen Esquimaux hnts exactly similar in construction. We walked to 
an eminence a few hundred yards further up the inlet, which commanded a 
good view of its extent. 

We met scarccly any traces of vegetation. Here and there rude masses 
of limestone protrude through the loose frost-rent fragments which cover 
the surface of this land. 

Crossed the inlet, and walked to the depot carried out in October 1850. 
Fo~nd there a note written by 1\1r. M'Dougall on Tuesday evening 15th, 
statmg the potato cases had been broken open, and their contents eaten, 
by bears, and that he had buried in the earth a sufficient quantity of 
provisions for my division. 

The sledges arrived at 11 o'clock. Encamped and lunched. 

Friday, 18th April.-A.lII. Before supper we dug up the p~ovisions, and 
mad~ pl:eparations ror completing up to forty.one days provisions before 
startmg III the eyemng. 

There were many fresh fox tracks about the depot. The tin record case 
left here. last October, and lashed to a pike planted in the ground, wa.s 
found lymg on the snow, the top torn or bitten off. but the paper safe 
inside. The pike was broken. ' 

Supper at !'> o'clock, and then to rest. 
P.lII. Weather somewhat clearer, but wind still fresh. Land resembling 

an island was seen; also more distant land to the ricrht of and overlapped 
by it. After breakfast completed provisions, and ~cured the remainder 
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in a pit, covered over with earth, stones, and a good coating of snow. A 
pike was placed over it to mark the spot. 

Left extreme of land seen, E. b!! 8. t S. I 

Browne's Island, l'igltt tangent, S . . '].'?O .JO' TV.; lep tangent, S • .J,,]' 40' n: 
Left the depot at 8 h. 5m., and travelled for the extreme point of land, 

which was occasionally visible. Our sails were set, and we made consi
derable progress over a tolerably smoth floe. At intervals it was crushed 
up into ridges of hummocks, showing ice one foot thick, with sharp 
angular edges, which must have been formed and broken up late in the 
autumn. We were now passing over the space where I saw clear water 
on 6th October last. At midnight we passed the point, and came upon an 
old and hummocky floe. 

Saturday, 19th April.-Soon cleared this rough ice, and at 1 h. A.~I. 
came upon a remarkably level floe, with but little snow on it. Lunched. Fourth Journe,'. 

Hour<; tranlled, P,-Ir. . 
17lC point passed at midnight bore n: bII N. 2 miles; another point, 8. "IJ E . .:; lIli/,'". J?ncamped f", rest. 1 S. 

U' d' t l d tl d' I . 1 • i 1 '{ Stopped fur lllllCh * . .1Uore lstan an, appart:n y connecte led t If, was seen ~~tretclllllrl away to tile nor/II, untz Di<;tance a('('()Inpl{~lt;ed. 
(".,t to view in tlte mist. E .by S. t s. 12 ~'. 

E d th ' 'I ~ Wind, 5 to ~, ~. 1:. hy S. ncampe on e lCe at .) 1 .. )n1. A.~I. Wcather. 0.1(. m. 

----------------------------- -

Noon. Found my chronometer had stopped; supposed it to have SlIS

tained some pressure, as on opening it, and touching the fly-wheel, it went 
on again. The sun was not visible. 

{

Point passed at midnight, S. 70' If: 
Bearings. A cape, S. f 4° 30' W. 

R;!/ht tangent of Browne's 1,{and, N .. jj' 00' TJ: 
Compared with All'. Bradford's chronometer: 

Mine 
Bracifurd'" 

21'line, fast 

h. m. s. 
fj ';5 51 
11 j.J 00 (Slo1/) 311/1 .. :lOs. on "hip JI. T.) 

o 
,jf 

:JI 
51 
20 

.J :20 51 on sldp ]1.1. T. 
-----------

Temp. + ~mo. 

P.M. The mist cleared off a little. Two snow buntings seen. A consi- Land I'PsmdJlill'l a small 
derable extent of land is visible, but its continuit." could not be distin- . I lb' f S: .;,,0 40' E . 

.1 Z., an, OJ e'l S. ';.9°00' E. 
guished. Our encampment appears to be eight or nine miles oft· shore. The ~ 
land is of moderate height, without any remarkable features. Its surfilce is 
gently undulated. 

Lond";"i"'" ti·oIllS.iy"E. 
to S. 59 j.;:. its cOlltillrl' 
it!! not di"tinglli.'/Irlb/e ; 
at 9 P.M. land seen to 

Started at 8 h. P.M. The snow was level and hard, but there was much 
old packed ice, with leads through it. At 11 h. P.~I. my supposed "small 
island" proved to be both large and high; but there appeared to be a 8. '!2° :;0' j.;. 
small island on its southern side. Travelled for its right extreme. 
Think it probable this may be Baker's Island, of which Parry gives no 
description. . 

Sunday, 20th April.-Lunched at 1 h. 15 m .. \'M. Gloomy weather; 
mist hanging over the north-eastern land. Encamped at 6 h. () m. A.:vr., 
Ii miles from this supposed islet. 

Tangents of supposed i.,let, S . .JO° E. to 8. 8:;0 E. 
Centre of a distant island, N. 33° E. 

Passed the fresh tracks of a bear and cub. This was a very laborious 
journey. The sledges were very heavily laden, and our sails were greatly 
missed, there being no wind. As the crew of the ., Parry" ,,"crc unequal 
in strength to those of the other sledges, I directed Mr. Cheyne last 
evening to supply each party with four days bread previous to starting. 
Thus relieved of about 901bs. they were able to keep pace with the rcst. 

At 7 h. P.M. started for the right point of the supposed islet; the wind 
strong. and rapidly increasing; thick snow drift; thermometer falling. 

At 8 h. P.~I. reached the point. Saw another one before us. Travelled 
for it ~cross ~ little bay open to the E.N.E. T~e head of,this bay is a 
low shmgle rIdge, 150 yards in width. On passmg the second pomt we 
saw a high bluff headland, distant one mile. Travelled for it across another 
small bay. On reaching it we saw a second high bluff still further off. 

~ T 

Fifth JournC'\,. 
Hours travelled, 9. . 
Encampl'd fur rest, 13. 
Stopped for lunch, I. 
Distance accomplished, S. E. 
11m. 
Wind. 2 X.E. 4 N.N.W. 
'Vcather.o.g.rn. 
Temperature, ISO to 20°. 

-



Sixth Journey. 
Hours travelled. 5f. 
l-:ncamp~d for rc!-t, 14!. 
Slopped for lunch, Ilone. 
Distance aCl'(lmpiislll:'d, S. E. 
by S. 4'; X.N. W. t W. 21'. 
Wind, 4 to 9, N. N. W. 
\Veather,o.g.q. 
Temperature, + 19° to _9°, 
Det:lined by bad weather,S 
hours. 

Latitude oy ohservation, 
74° 14' 49" N. 
Variution nearly 159

0 

west. 
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It was now 10 h. 40 m. P.M., blowing a fresh gale in our faces, and 
with temperature + 11°. ., 

Seeing that this land was either a large Island or pemnsula, ~nd was 
leading us much too far to the north, we returned to the first pomt, and 
travelled round under its lee. 

Monday, 21st April.-At 0 h. 15 m. encamped o.n the most s.heltered 
spot we could find on the southern side of the pomt, and got mto our 
bags as quickly as possible. The cold was now sever~ly felt; the tempe
rature very low, and wind blowing a strong gale,. thIck clouds of snow_ 
drift flying. This land is composed of slaty hmestone. Two snow 
buntings and the track of a bear seen. 

Noon; got observations. 
Chronometer. 

1228. 
h. m. s. 
8 20 48 

24 82 
27 5 
28 80 

o 

52 40 50 
40 50 

Index correction, + 2' 00" 
Temperature, + 100 

41 20 meridian altitude. 
4( 00 

The point passed at midnight if the 18tft, N. 60° W. 
Right tangent of Browne's Island, N. 51° W. 

Although this obsen'ation showed me to be to the north of Cape Capel, 
I felt greatly relieved at having ascertained my position, of which I had 
been very doubtful, not having seen the sun or any object by which I 
could find it since leaving the ship. Our six journies had been made in 
very thick weather; the distances were merely estimated, and the courses 
as indicated by a very sluggish compass. The variation we knew increased 
rapidly as we advanced westward; but that also I was obliged to estimate. 

The wind had considerably abated, and the sun shone out brightly. 
Crossed over the little hiB under which we were encamped, and .saw 
Bathurst Island before me, also land extending round to the north-east. 

P.M. Started at 7 h. 50 m. The wind still fresh, and sno.w drifting, 
but sun bright. On dearing thi~ point, travelled direct for Bathurst Island, 
midway between its southern extreme and the peaked hill. Two par
helia visible. The wind was bitterly cold, and nearly in our faces; but 
at 10 o'clock it fell light. The OffiCel'B assisted at the drag-ropes duriug 
this night's journey. Land was now visible from Bathurst Island, extending 
or overlapping round to Browne's Island. 

Tuesday, 22d April.-A.M. At 0 h. 15 m. halted for ten minutes to 
lunch, finding the weather too cold to stand still longer. Did not dissolve 
snow, as we usually do when we halt to lunch. Reached the land at 
3 h. 10 m., and encamped. 

Took bearings. 
Point of last encampment, S. 28° Tr. 
Centre if Browne's Island, N. 67" 80' TV. 
Distant land (Lowther Island), X. 28° 80' TV. 

Seventh Journev. Extremes if Baker Island, N. 7° 0' n:; N. 19° 80' IV, 
Hours travelled, 7t. . Southern e:rtreme of tlds land, N. 1° E. Ii miles. 
Encamped for rest, 14. Northern extreme S. 5° E. t mile. 
Stopped f,.r lunch, t. 
Distance accomplished, N. 28° In hauling the sledges up on the land the" Dasher" was severely injured, 
E. HY. the upper part of one of the runners being broken. It was fished with a . 
Wind, 2 to 5, N.N."', b S 
Weather, b c. spare cross ar. e\'eral frostbites occurred during this night's march, 
Temperature, _9° to _19°. the officers reported every such accident to me. When Mr. Bradford' 
Detained by had wcatht'r ~ 
hours. had examined them, he reported three men, namely, John Fullarton, 

Hichard Bland, and Henry Cumber, severely frostbitten in their feet; 
the latter unable to proceed. These mishaps, together with the damaged 
~tate of the " I?as~er," obliged me t? d~p<.>sit Mr. Cheyne'S depot here, . 
lllstead of carrylllg It on for another llIght s Journey, as I had intended. 

Mr. Shellabcar cha~~ed sle~ges with Mr. Cheyne, and exchanged 
John Fllllarton for WIllI.am EllIot. Whilst these exchanges were being 
dfect~d, each party receIved four days J:lrovisions from the "Parry;" and 
~)Ur pIckaxes and shovels were kept busIly employed in excavating a pit 
In the frozen earth for the depOt to be placed in. 
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, (gave Mr. Cheyne written orders, together with the necessary compass 
bearings from point to point, for his return. Prepared a record to be left 
here; and leaving him to secure his depot, which was intended for the B' 1 h' 

f h fc • b d earmgs ta,wn 011 t IS 
return 0 t e our. l?arties now a out to procee westward, and consisted low point. 
orfour days provIsIOns fo: each, we .started at ~ h. 40 m. P.M. At eleven Round hill, S,J.:. t E. 
o clock rounded a low, Jl~mt, ?ff whIch some rIdges of gravel extend for Right tangent '!l Baker' 
200 or 300 yards. 1 hIs pomt forms the north,-eastern side of a large Island, N. by TV. 
and deep bay circling round towards a bold point distant 8 or 9 miles Bold point, S.26', I:. 8 
and towards which we now travelled. Before crossing the bay, I landed or 9' 
on the low point, and found many whales bones, and the ruins of an 
Esquimaux encampment, which, if time permits, I shall examine on my 
return. There was some vegetation about these ruins j and near here I 
saw the foot-prints of a reindeer, a glutton, a lemming, a bear, and of 
several foxes. This low shore was composed of a mixture of limestone 
and sandstone; the former predominating. Set our sails, and proceeded 
at the rate of two miles an hour, the officers regularly sharing the labour 
of dragging with the men, when not required as pioneers. Our sledges 
were again heavily laden, but the wind blew keenly, so that our halts 
were short and few. 

Wednesday, 23d April.-Had a hasty lunch at Ih.30m. A.M. Dispensed 
with grog water. 

Encamped at 4h. 30m., off shore! mile. 

We would have encamped on the land, but here the coast is steep, and 
faced with snow, so that bare ground can only be reached by ascending 
40 or 50 feet. This land is of moderate elevation, level, and terminates in 
a bold point. The ice travelled over during this night's journey was 
very smooth, and where parts of it had been broken up last autumn the 
exposed edges showed it to be only of the same season's formation; whereas 
the ice travelled over on the previous journey was old and hummocky. 

B' { Bold point, north 1 t miles. 
earmgs. Extremes '!f Baker Island, 11'. by N., TV. by S. ; distant 5' 

The weather was very cold and gloomy. Pitched our tents with all 
speed, and at once got into our blanket bags, to restore warmth to our 
feet. Our usual practice was to have supper first, and then get into the 
sleeping bags; but I felt great anxiety about the men's fect, and omitted 
no precaution which could be adopted to guard against frostbites. Their 
hands and faces were repeatedly bitten during this night's journey. Ordered 
tea, in addition to the ordinary supper of warm pemmican, biscuit, and 
grog. 

P.M. The officers of the parties reported several of the men's feet frost
bitten, and which was not discovered until they had taken their boots off. 
I therefore requested Mr. Bradford to inspect all the men's feet. There 
were many trivial cases; but George Malcolm and Benjamin Strutt, both 
of the " Excellent," were severely frostbitten j the former in his left foot; the 
latter in his great toe. Malcolm was no longer able to work. I had 
noticed him wearing a comfortable looking pair of moleskin leggings, but 
did not detect that he wore leather boots underneath, which undoubtedly 
was the principal cause of his misfortune. As many of the canvass boots 
had contracted by perspiration from the feet during the mild weather of 
the 16th and 17th instant, and were now hard fj'ozen, I directed all so 
circumstanced to wear their canvass mocassins over as many pair of stock
ings as they could get on . 

. Started at 8h. 45m. P.M. Exceedingly cold weather, bnt wind fair. :\Iade 
saIl. Passed through some rough ice off the point, and opened out 
a~lOther, for ~hich we travelled across Bedford Bay, leaving Baker Island 
dJrectl,y behind us. This bay is rather deep, and has high land all 
round It. 

The wind gradually freshened. Frostbites were constantly playing about 
the men's faces. Scarcely was one cheek restored when the other would 
be caught. It was too cold to lunch, so we hastened on in the hope of 
obtaining shelter under the land. In this we were disappointed. The w~ath~r 
became too severe to proceed, and Mr. Shellabear having lost sensatIon m 

. 2. T 2 

Eighth Journey. 
Hours travelled, 7. 
Encamped for rest, lSi. 
Stopped for lunch. k. 
Distance accompli."hed, i\. by 
E.:t E. lOt m. 
Wind,4, N.N. \\'. 
Weather,o.c.q. 
Temperature _190 to --'2i{). 
Detained by severe w('ather 
S hours. 



Ninth Journey. 

Hours travelled, 3:\. 
Encamped for rest, 14. 
Stopped for IUllch, none. 
Di~t.ance accomplished, N. I' 
E.:>.E.1. 
'''ind,4 to 9, north. 
\\\·athcr,o.c.C} . 

. Temperature, _~io to _1°. 
Detained by \\"eathcr 10 hour~. 
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both his great toes (although he had be~n dragging at his sl~ds:e without 
intermission since starting), we were obliged to encamp at mldmgbt when 
about halfway across the bay. 

Thursday, 24th ApriL-The wind soon freshened to a strong gale; 
clouds of snow-drift drove past, and ~he we~t~er was extremely cold and 
cheerless. The ice travelled over durIng this Journey appeared to be only 
ofla~t winter's formation, and had been much broken up off the bold point 
late in the autumn. 

It blew with unabated fury all day, coming down from the high l.and of 
the" round" and" peaked" hills in violent squalls. Towards evenIng the 
weather improved so much that we prepared to start. 

"\t 11h. P.M. the wind died away suddenly; weather gloo~y and dull. 
Started for the western point of the ba,y. When the ,,:eathe! IS dark, and 
~ky obscured with heavy clouds, there IS scarcel}: suffiCient lIght t? sele~t 
the best routes through rough ice. No frostbites occurred durmg thiS 
journey, and we all felt delighted to be again in mo~ion after our 23 ho~rs 
detention in a tent 8 feet 8 inches long by 6 feet 6 mches broad. Durmg 
the o'ale our little tent was very cold, and the steam of cooking, together 
with" the moisture of our breath, condensed in considerable quantity on 

.1t lunch took ucar;'!!/s. the inside of it, so that each flap caused a shower of fine snow to fall 
onr us, penetrating and wetting our blanket bags. Trest u/remr, E.S.E. 

Enst utreme, 11: s. 11: Friday, 25th c\ pril.-A t 2h. 30m. passed the west point of Bedford Bay. 
Little hill (round jiat- It is low; has some \'Cry large hummocks pressed up on it, and projects 
topped) S. ! w. about one third of a mile beyond a very remarkable round flat-topped hill. 
l'lte new ,island

T 
ex- From this point towards the west end of an island, not seen by Sir Edward 

trellles {J~:~~Il\ E Parry, there are detached rid~es of heavy hum~ocks, indicating shoals. 
" . '.II ." ,. LUllched at ::\ o'clock, .~. a mIle beyond the pomt, and then proceeded 

Tenth Journey. direct for the next point, which we rounded at 5h. 30m. inside some 
HOUl'havellcd,~j~. detached gravel ridges, and on which much heavy ice was pressed up. 
Encamped for rest, 1 J(\. "-fl I f: II l'. h d h h' h h 
Stopped fut'lunch, I. Ie recent r a en snow \nlS SOlt on sore; an t e sea, w IC ere 
llistanecaccomplishcd. E,N.E. appear, to be' shallow, was covered for several miles with crushed up 
~*i~d. calm. icc. Found this land to consist almost wholly of sandstone; there being 
Weather.o.g. only a few fragments of limestone intermixed. 'Vas much struck with 
Temperatut·c, _1° to _·1°. the beauty and luxuriance of a bright red lichen (lecanora elegans?) 

Compared chronometers. grO\ving upon the sandstone blocks. The fringe of hummocks which line 
;1[;",: _ f~' ,~. -~ this coast now confined us to the beach, which fortunately was the only 

I). /3 ;'1._, practicable route for sledg-es. After travelling round a shallow little bay, Bradford's - ~ 
---- encamped on a low gravel ridge at 6h. 10m. Dull weather; some light 

:; J I .~!I snow falling occasionally. The same weather throughout the day. -_ ... _.-

Eleventh Journey. 

In the evening started at 8h. 20m. Observed:2 sledges on the ice, 
travelling in for the land. Showed our colours, and soon made out our 
friends, ~ieut. A~drich and ~Ir. Pearse, and their parties. At lO o'clock 
commu~l\cated ~\'lth them; all well. They had travelled direct over very 
rough lee, passmg north of Garrett Island, and had not as yet landed. 
They were now proceeding for a high bluff hill on the west side of a bay, 
for the pu~pose of depositing a portion of their provisions. This hill was 
about.J. mIles fi'om our encampment, and is the only one seen since leaving 
Griffith's Island which presents buttress-like projections near its summit. 
Travelled ou to the westward. At midnight we were off this hill. East
wa~d of it is a fine bay, and a break in the back land, which, seen from 
a dIstance, resembles an inlet. The land on the west side of the bay is 
high, and in some places precipitous. 

Saturday, 26th April.-Lunched at 40 minutes past midnight, and 
encamped upo~ a low point at 4h .. 20m. This journey was very laborious; 
snow soft, and Ice rough, ~rom havmg been much broken up in the autumn. 
Moot. of the upturned plCces were only a foot thick, the sharp edges 

Hours travelled, 7~. ShOWIng that the sun had not acted upon them. Passed several tracks of 
~~~~~X~~rf~~;:~'l~5n. foxes, and a few of gluttons, but none of bears. 
Distance accomplished, 1\. 79° 
E., Smiles. 
'Vind, 1, northerly. 
'\\~eath('r, g.m. 
Temperature, _100 to -ISO. 

Eastern extreme (tlie point of last night's encampment), S. 79 IV. 
Riglit tangent '!f new island, S 83° W. 
Extren!es oj Garrett Island, N. 56° n: and N. 61° W. 
Western eJ:tl'eme r!f land (a very low point), X. 70° H~ 
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P.M. At 8 o'clock Aldrich and Pearse joined us, and lunched. At 8h. 40m. 
we all proceeded together. Passed over rough ice, many old floe pieces 
and hummocks being frozen together. The shore is low, and sea appears 
to be very shallow. 

Made sail. At midnight we were 1 mile south of Allison's Inlet. West
ward of it the land is extremely low and level for 15 miles, when Cape 
Cockburn, which from here appears like an island, rises to moderate 
elevation. 

Sunday, 27th April.-Lieutenant Aldrich's parties encamped upon the east 
side of Allison's Inlet, which appears to be only the mouth of a small river. 
Lunched at 1 o'clock, 2~ miles to the S.W. of Allison's Inlet. Travelled 
outside of very heavy hummocks until 3h. 40m., when we passed through 
them, and encamped on the land. It is so low here that thc line of hum
mocks alone point out the boundary between land and sea. Several fi'esh 
fox tracks passed during this night's joul'l1ey. 

{ 

1Vestern extreme (Cap" ('oddlllrn), E.N.E. 
Bearings. Eastern ertreme l!f"and, II: 8. W. 

East point of Allison's Inlet, S. ": by S. 
----------~----~------.-.. --~ .. -. 

Started for Cape Cockburn at 8h. 20m. P.M., deceived by its flatness. 
Lieutenant Aldrich had kept more inland. His party saw 9 reindeer and 
2 hares. Passed the traeks of 30 or 40 reindeer, almost all of them going 
northwards. As I thought we might possibly avoid going round Cape 
Cockburn by crossing the low land north of it, and which I hoped would 
prove a narrow isthmus, we kept rather inland; but the snow was ,iOft, 
and ground slightly undulated, so that the sledges dragged heavily, 
requiring the utmost efforts of the officers and men to keep them in 
motion; I therefore relinquished the attempt. 

Twelfth Journey. 

Hours travelled, 6t. 
Encamped for rest, 16~. 
Stopped for lunch, ~. 
Distance accomplished, E. N. E. 
9 miles. 
'Vind,2, X.E. 
Weather, c. 
Temperature, -- 14') to _ 28°. 

Monday, 28th A pril.-At Oh. 30m ... Ul. halted for ~ an hour to lunch. 
I walked to Lieutenant Aldrich's encampment, which was about ;{ miles Thirteenth Journey. 

behind and inland of our luncheon position. Arranged with him to meet ~~~~~~r:d~~;~~~:'14. 
us this evening to effect an exchange of men, and that l\lr. Pearse and Stopped for lunch, ,I,. 

Mr. Shellabear might return together in company. Saw;3 or .Jc reindeer, ~~~~ance accompli,hed. E.X.E. 

but they were extremely wild. \\'in<l. calm. 

J W'lk' t' f I d II fl· ld I Weather. c.-h.c. ames I Ie, eap am 0 my s e ge, was unwe 10m co ant oYer- Tnnperatnre, midn. --35"; 

exertion. At 2h. A.~!. he became worse; therefore, ordering the other 8ledges noon _7°. 

d I I th . h' . I . tId t t B tt d Detained by a ,ick man 2 to procee , ant comp ete e mg t s Journey, pI ,c le my en. ya en - heurs. 

ing strictly to Mr. Bradford's directions he was relieved of pain, and in a 
few hours was nearly recovered. 

Some tracks, supposed to be those of musk oxcn, were seen. 
p.)!. At 3h. :30m. Lieutenant Aldrich, Mr. Pearse, and their parties came 

up, lunched, and passed on. 

Watclt. 
It. nt. s. 
9 3 3f 

4 28 
5 20 
7 10 

II. m. s. 
9 8 30 

9 3'; 
10 40 
11 15 

Took approximate Sights for time und variatio1l. 

o 
/I 

15 35 10 
.]/ 20 
27 20 
21 30 

<P 
N. 76° E. 

77° 
74° 
77tO 

Watch jilSt on 111. 1: at place, ah. J 5111. OOs. 
nearly. 

Height of eye, f 5 feet. 
Index correction, + 4[(' 

Tempemture 9° below ::ero. 

Bearings. 
Cope Cockburn, N. 80° E. 
Eastern extreme, S. 7·j" "". 

Started at 6h. OOm. P.M. Weather clear and calm. Reached the other 
sledges at seven o'clock, as they were about to start. Proceeded together 
for Cape Cockburn. Two of my party complain of frostbitten toes, and 
Wilkie appears far from well. Assisted to drag myself during this night's 
journey. Lunched at lOh. 30m. Enormous masses of ice are pressed up 

2. 'r 3 



FOUl"te~nth Juurney. 

HouI·s travclled, 5~. 
Encamped for fest 14. 
Stopped for lunch. ~. 
Distance accomplished, E. by 
N 5 miles. 
'Vind, 1. :,\.W. 2, N.E. 
\Veather, c.m. 
Temperature, _110 to _25°. 
Detained completing and de
positing provi~ions, and ex
changing men, 6 hours. 

Cape CockbuT'f/, TV. S. TV. 
10 miles. 
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on the shore about tbe Cape. At midnight, having reached the most 
convenient spot for a depot, we encamped. 

. { A remarluzble cliff near the top '!f the cape, W. S. TV, {', 
Bearmgs. inshore 250 yards. .' . 

Commenced to dig a pit. The ground IS W~ItiSh s~ndstone, and frozen 
so hard that it required four hours. labour wIth a pI~kaxe to, ,get down 
twenty inches. Mr. Bradford exammed all the people s feet. I he result 
is, three of the" Dasher's," although at present able to work, are unable 
to proceed further. Two of my party are scarcely able to work, and must 
return' and one of the "Resolute's" is incapacitated from rheumatism. 
Georg~ \lalcolm's foot is now very painful. He also returns to his ship. 

Tuesday, 29th A pril.-:-The ne~essary excha~ges wer; arranged;. ~lso 
preparations for completmg prOVIsIOns fro~ the pasher, and deposltmg 
five days provisions for each of the advancmg partIes. 

A ptarmigan was seen.. . 
PM. At three o'clock Lieutenant Aldnch came up; lunched, and depo-

sited a portion of his plovisions. Effected the following exchanges of men: 
J ames Robinson (capt. f.c.) from" Hotspur" to " Resolute." 
John Bartlett - (marine'; "Resolute" to" Dasher." 
George Malcolm (capt. hold) - "Excellent" to " Hotspur." 
John Elliott (carpenter's mate) " Dasher" to " Excellent." 
Thomas Wood (marine) } " Dasher" to " Perseverance." 
Robert Urquhart (marine) 
J a~n~s Ro~gers (A. B. )1 _ "Perseverance" to " Dasher." 
WIlham RIchards (A.B.) f 

;\Ir. Shellabear supplied each party with five days provisions; placed his 
depot (for our return) in the pit, and secured it with a large heap of stones 
and earth. A record was left. 

I wrote a short account of our proceedings to Captain Austin; and gave 
Mr. Shellabear his orders to return with all the speed his disabled party 
was capable of, and in company with Mr. Pearse as long as convenient for 
both parties. 

Started at 8h. 20m. P.M., parting from the returning parties with the 
usual hearty " three cheers." It was with sincere regret 1 bade farewell to 
those poor fellows whom it had become necessary to send back. Un
conscious of the danger of neglecting their injured extremities, and de
spising the pain which labour occasioned, they still desired to go on; and 
their sad countenances betrayed the bitter disappointment felt at being 
unable to proceed further on our humane mission. 

Lieutenant Aldrich proceeded with us until 9h. 30m., when he encamped. 
Made sail to a S.S.E. breeze. Found the floe to be old and uneven, but 

snolV on it hard, and travelling good. Crossed upwards of forty bear 
tracks, and numerous fox tracks, proceeding direct for Byam Martin Island. 

Wednesday, 30th A pril.-Oh. 45m. A.)1. lunched. At these low tem
peratures (10° to 25° below zero) the fat of salt pork becomes hard, 
and breaks like suet; and a, the temperature falls below -25° our rum 
becomes thick. To drink out of a pannikin without leaving the skin of 
one's lips attached to it requires considerable experience and caution. 

The bottles of water carried by the men in their breasts were generally 
frozen after an hour or two; and after repeated trials it was found that 
inside the trowsers waistband was the best place to carry them and retain 
their contents in a fluid state; encamped at 4h. 20m. ' 

Shortly after pitching ou; tents, a bear was seen approaching. The guns 
were prepared, men called 10, and perfect silence maintained in our little 
camp. The animal approach~d rapidly from. to ~eeward, taking advantage 
of e~·ery ~ummo~k to c?v~r hIS advance, untIl WIthin seventy yards; then, 
puttmg hI~self I~ a 8lttmB' po~ture, he pushed forward with his hinder 
legs, steadymg hIS body WIth hIS fore legs outstretched. In this manner 
he ~dvanced for about ten yards farther; sto:pp~d a ~inute or two intently 
eyemg our encampment, and snuffing the aIr m eVIdent doubt; then he 
~ommenced a retrograd~ movement, by pushing himself backward with his 
fore legs as he had preVIOusly advanced with thp. hinder ones. As -soon as , 
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he presente.d his sho~lder ~o us, Mr. Bradfor? and I fired, breaking a leg, Filleenth Journey. 

and otherwIse wound mg. hIm. severely; but It was not until he had got Hours travelled, 't· 
a' d b Encamped for resl, l6:. 

300 yards 011, an receIved SIX ullets, that we succeeded in killing him. Ste'pped for lunch,l 

It proved to be a large male, extremely thin. All the fat and blubber D;stance accomplished, E.S.E. 
, 9 mile!. 

amounting only to 50 Ibs., was taken, also some choice steaks. The stomach Wind, 5-4, S.S.E. 

contained portions of seal. Wealher, c. 
Temperature _120 to _200. 

P.M. Cloudy weather, but calm and clear. Had bearsteaks for breakfast. Detaiued flinching a bear ~ 
_________________________________ hours. 

Started at 9h. 10m., P.M. travelling by compass direct for Byam Martin 
Island over good floes. Some of this ice appeared to be of last winter's 
formation. 

Thursday, 1st May.-Halted to lunch at Ih. 30m. A.M. Encamped at 
5h. 55m. During this night's journey several bear and a great many 
fox tracks were passed. The land westward of Cape Cockburn appears 
to be low generally, but at intervals it rises abruptly, and resembles flat
topped islands. 

Watch. 

h. m. s. 
9 39 23 

40 5 
41 3 

h. m. s. 
9 42 0 

42 80 
48 00 
48 80 

Took observations .for time and variation. 

o 
~ 

" 
14 10 fO 

f8 10 
18 20 

cp 
S.84° 0' W. 

82° 0' 
80° 20' 
79° 40' 

Watch fast on M. T. at place, 3h. 80m. Os. 
nearly. 

Index error + 45" 
Height if eye, 6 fiet. 
T""perature, _ 20°. 

Cape Cockburll,~/I-.----

P.M. Dull, cold, al'ld cheerless weather . 
. -------~--------------

Started at lOh. 30m. under sail. Saw three bears together. Dark 
weather. A slight haze came over, obscuring the distant objects, and also 
making it almost impossible to distinguish the deep snow-drifts and smaller 
hummocks, so that our progress was very tiresome, but rapid. 

Friday, 2d May.-Lunched at 2h. 10m. A.M. A fresh wind; sk.yovercast 
and misty. Encamped at 6h. 10m. The ice travelled over appeared to be 
very old. The few large hummocks seen were rounded lumps, apparently 
wasted down under the sun's action; and where heavy floes had met, and 
crushed up, there was a rampart of snow, with a few hummocks only 
remaining. The average depth of snow, by a few rough measurements, 
was two feet. No traces of animals seen during the day. The wind in
creased to a fresh gale, raising up the snow, and carrying it along in thick 
clouds; but the temperature rose, so that we were warm enough to sleep 
soundly. 

Sixteenth Journey. 

Hour" tra\'elled, 8. 
Encamped for rest, 16b. 
Stopped for lunch, ~. 
Distance accomplished, E. bv 
S. 9 miles. . 
'Vind, calm. 
"'eather, b.c.m. 
Temperature, _100 to _19°. 

Comparison. 

h. m. s. 
My watch ~ 10 58 '!!I 
Mr. Brad-

ford's 7 1 0 

8 52 29 
--- --~ -----

N.B.-On 2d May 
11fr. Braijord's watch 
ran down. 

Sevelltt:enth Journey. 

Hours tr<l\elled, 7. 
EnC'lmpHi for rest, 14. 
Stopped fur lunch, 1. 
Distance ac(:ompiishl d, E. -!- S. 
10 miles. 
Wind, S, south; 9, S.S.E. 
Weather, D.II.m. 
Temperature _4° to -100. 

P.M. No improvement III the weather, therefore we were unable to Wind, 9 to 2, S.S.E. 
proceed. Weather, r.g.m. 

Temperature, _4° . 

. Saturday, 3d May.-Still blowing a strong gale from S.S.E., with very :;';:a~~eg I~~u;:~~~;r one jour

thICk snow-drift. A thermometer in the knapsack under my head regis-
tered +20°. At noon the gale began to moderate, and at 8h. P.M. it was 
nearly calm. 

Started at 9h. 45m. Light variable winds, with an overcast sky and 
misty horizon. Soon got on a floe with less snow on it; yet the snow
drifts,-the sastrugi of Baron Wrangell,-were nearly at right angles to 
our course, and greatly increased the labour of dragging. 

Sunday, 4th May.-Lunched at tw~ o'clock. The same weather, and 
same kind of travelling. 

Encamped at 6h. 25m. The weather 'promises to be fine. My compass 
has become very sluggish; hitherto it has acted quickly. Land has 
been indistinctly seen, bearing E. by S. No traces of animals met with. 

2. T4 

Eighteenth Journey. 

Hours travelled, 8. 
Encamped ft T re!>.t, 14k. 
Slopped for lunch, i. 
Distance accomplished, E. by S. 
9t m. 
\Vinrl, 2, N.EIY. 
'Veatber, b.c.m. 
Temperature _ 4°. 



Nil1l,tccllth Journey. 

Hours travelled, 81. 
Encampf'd for rest, 1St. 
Stopped for lunch. 1. 
Distance accompli~h('d, E. J S. 
II m. 
\Vind, 1 to 5, N. E. 
\Veather, c.g.m. 
Temp., zero to 3!o. 
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P.M. Started at 8h. 45m. under sail. . . , 
Passed over It mile of very uneven ice. The remamder of the. ~Ights 

journey was over ice apparently younger, but hummocks were occasIOnally 
met with. . 

Monday 5th May.-Lunched at Ih. 30m. A.~I. Our SaIls were of great 
assistance to us during this night's journey. Encamped at 6h. 15m. No 
land in sight. A fi'esh breeze throughout the da~. . 

P.~I. Saw Byam Martin Island distant, about eIght mIles. 
Bearings from encampment. 

Xorth extreYlle f!f Byam J[lfrtil1 Island, S. 43° E. 
South extreme, N. 74° E. 
Apparent east point, S. 72° E. 
Trest entrance if Bathurst Island, S . .:.'.;0 Tr~ 

Started at 9h. 35m. 1'.~I. Calm dull weather. Travelled for the south 
extreme. The snow-drifts occasioned by the late gale lay across our 
course, and impeded our progrees greatly ; t~1Cy also jerked t~e sledge, and 
tired thc men ,"cry much. The floe otherWIse was level, and m good order 
for travelling upon, having but few hummocks. 

Tuesday, 6th May.-Lunched at two o'clock. As the point was too far 
off for us to reach it in this journey, I altered course, after luncheon, for a 
ravine to the right of it. On nearing the land we passed through some 
very heavy grounded hummocks, bringing on one sledge at a time. Reached 
a very low gravel beach at 6h. 5m;, and encamped. . 

Mr. Bradford inspected the men s feet. ThIs part of the Island has a 
margin of very low land, within which it rises, with a rather steep ascent, 
to heights from 100 to 300 feet. One of these hills, on the south side of 
the ravine, I ~elected as the position for our depot. It is one third of a mile 
distant fi'om the tents, and about 150 feet high. 

Found here the dung of deer and oxen. Overcast sky, with a keen 
west wind all day. P.~I. dug a shallow pit on the hill. The" Excellent" 
supplied ::\lr. Bradford'~ party and my own with seven days provisions, and 
deposited a similar quantity in the pit. A large heap of stones and earth 
was raised over this depot, and then covered with snow. Left a record. 
Exchanged Robert Urquhart (marine) for John Heels (marine) belonging 
to the "Excellent," the former not being physically capable of enduring 
the protracted labour and privation unavoidable in this undertaking. 

Gave Mr. l\Iay orders to return to his ship with the utmost dispatch, as 
Twentieth Journer. two of his party were suffering from frost-bitten toes; also a letter for 

Hours travelled. s. Captain Austin, detailing our progress, hopes, and anticipations. Mr. Brad-
]·:ncamped for n,· .. t. 14. d 
Stopped for lunch. 1. ford's party an my own were now completed to 39 days provisions, and 
Di,tallee accomplished, E. by had enough of everything to last us for 43 days, with the exception of 
~i~t':';.alm, 5. west. pemmiean; and that we hoped to replace by game. Since the weather has 
~~eather, c.;-c.s. 0 become somewhat milder our men have improved in appearance and 
I.mp .• -2 to -10 . . . d ff fi h . h d' h Detailledcompktingprovisions, splnt, an we set 0 rom ere WIt renewe vIgour, and t e confident 

securin)! depot. and exchanging hope of at length reaching ;\felville Island. 
men, 4 hOUr<. Th E II t" t d h h d'I' . e " xce en s artc on er return at 11 . P.11., un er sal, glvmg 

us the customary three cheers. 
--~- ---------._- ----------------

At midnight left the depot, and travelled alongshore to the south-west. 
\\' ednesday, 7th ;\Iay.-The seashore is a mixture of gravel and mud. 

On some of the yery few patches of land bare of snow there was a good 
Bearings taken at Lun- deal of short grass, moss, and saxifrage. Mr. Bradford shot two large 

clteoll Point. hares, and fired at a brace of ptarmigan. 
Lunched at :2 o'clock on a very low point. 

J(~oo ~~p1~, encamped Encamped at 6 h. 35 m. on a sandy beach. 
Took ob.~ervations jor time and variation. 

Comparison. 
h. m •. '. 

j~[y watch - 10 56 :!J 
BrarffOrd's - 7 8 00 

3 48 25 

RrarffOrd's watch. 
h. m. s: 
6 53 4'; 

,;4 27 
55 17 

o 

19 f'; 00 
18 00 
21 '30 

LlI.ncheon Point, S. 7'1° W: 4 miles. 
SOl/tit e.~tr('me, So 7.;° E. 4~ mil,'s. 

Watch used showed jlf. T. nearly. 
Height if eye, 10 ftet. 
Index error, + 45" 
Temperature, _ 1° 
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Immediately off our depot encampment there is a large muddy flat, 
produced by the annual rush of water from the ravine a short distance 
north of it. 

P.M. Light snow falling. Had,..stewed hare for breakfast. 

Started at 9 h. 00 m. ; disagreeable dark weather, the wind and snow in 
our faces. Travelled along a very low shore, inside of heavy grounded 
hummocks; outside the ice was much crushed up. 

Thursday, 8th May.-Lunched at 0 h. 4.5 m. A.M. It ceased snowing 
at 2 h. 45 m. Reached the southern extreme, which proved to be Cape 
Gillman. 

From la.~t encampment to southern extreme, N. 75° E. -If 
From this position the land to the westward trends away 8. 7 Ii' E. 

Twcnty.first Journey. 
Hours travelled, 6. 
Encamped for rest, 14!. 
Stopped for lunch, !, 
Distance accomplished, N. 300 
E. l~/; N. 72° E. 4. 
'Vind we!>terly, 2 to 5. 
Weather, b.c.-D.:;, 
Temp. + 1° to _ 5°. 

We now 
Passed out 
4h.45m. 

shaped our course for the nearest part of Melville 
through heavy hummocks, and encamped on the 

Island. Twenty.second Joul'Dey. 
floe at Hours travelled, 7·}. 

Bearings. Cape Gillman, S. 74' 26' 11:, 2 miles. 
TVestern extreme ~f B!lam llIartin Island, 8. 50° E. 

Encamped f(lr rC'<;t; I Gt. 
Stopped for lmKh, -A-. 
Distance accomplil>hed, X. 75" 
E. 4:;' ; S. 750 E. 2¥. 
'Vind, :}-S. "., 4-6--w('"t. 

This ice is very unpromising. To the sonthward there is a ridge 
hummocks, with packed ice beyond. 

f 
\\'cather, m.<;.,-h.l'. 

o Temp. + 3°, 

P.M. It blew strongly all day, but moderated towards evening. 

Started at 9 h. 10 m. Directed our course by compass. Travelled o"cr 
packed ice, in which there were many large hummocks. 

Friday, 9th May.-A.M. Two parhelia visible. \\Oe found the ice still 
more difficult to travel over as we advanced, making the labour very 
severe, and progress slow. Melville island in sight. Byam Martin Island 
is of considerable height, perhaps 500 feet, bnt its extremes arc very low. 
Lunched at 1 h. 20 m.; encamped at 5 o'clock; fine, clear, but cold 
weather. Land distinctly seen to the W.N. W. 

P.M. Started at 7h. 40m. Up to luncheon time we travelled over packed 
ice, consisting of broken-up heavy floes, and hummocks of velY large size; 
the hollows were filled with soft snow; so that this was the most laborious 
travelling hitherto met with. Our track was an cxtremely tortuous one, 
and the distance made good fell far short of that actually travelled. 

Lunched at 11 h. 40 m. 

Saturday, 10th May.-Soon after luncheon we reached a level tloe, and 
made fair progress. 

Passed a bear trade 
Encamped at 3 h. 4.5 m. A.~r. The compass had become w slow and 

doubtful in its operations, that I directed the course chiefly by the sun. 
Melville Island is now distinctly seen; its appearance is strikingly similar 
to that of Byam Martin. Distant land, which I take to be Parry's "Ap
parent Island," is showing over the west point of Byam Martin Island. 

During the day the wind shifted to N. W. Temperature r08C conside
rably; in the tent at breakfast the thermometer registered +36°. 

--- ~----.-----------

Started at R h. 10 m. p.~r. Travelled over a smooth floe, and made good 
progress. 

Sunday, 11th May.- Lunched at Ih. Om. A.M. Encamped at 4h. 45m. 
Much of the ice travelled over this morning appears to have been formed 
last autumn, as the upturned edges occasionally passed were seldom 
more than a foot thick. 

, • ' Bearillgs qf ll!l.elville { East e.>:ireme, S. 22° 30' Tr~ 
. Island. West c,,·treme, S. 87° 00' E. 

Off s/lOre, 3 miles. 

As we might now consider Melville Island reached, and hoth parties 
being in excellent health and high spirits, I felt it to be my duty to 
detach Mr. Bradford for a separate search along its eastern shore, whilst 
I proceeded westward to Winter Harbour, in compiiance with my instruc-

2. U 

TWC'llty-thil'd Journey. 
Hours tr:lYC'lIed, 7J.-. 
Encamped for rest: 14i. 
Stopped for lur:ch. i. 
Dio;tance accomplished, E. by 
s. { S. 6 miles. 
"'ind, .J, west. 
'Veathcr, b.c, 
Temp. - 1-] J. 

TWl'nth.t'uurth Journey. 

Hours travelled, 7!. 
El1(:amped for rest; 16+. 
Stoppl'd for lunch, .~ .. 
Di<;tance accomplished, E. by S . 
. ~ S. i! mile~. 
Wind, 2, "·.S."·. 
'Veathel', c. 
Temp. + 5° to _10°. 



Twemy.llfth Juurney. 

Huur" tra\'ellcu, 8;1;. 
Encamped for rest: H~. 
Stopped for lunch, ~. 
Distance accompli..,lll·c1, 9. 
Wind, I,-westerly. 
\Veather, (" 
Temp. + ~20° to _60 • 

Detained hy preparations fur 
parting company for 2 hours. 
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tions. Preparations were therefore made for parting co~pimy in the evening. 
Celebrated our arrival at Melville Island by an extra ISSUe of grog to the 
men. 

No traces of animals seen during this journey, except the tracks of two 
toxe~. 

At noon was awakened by an unusual degree of warmth. Found all the 
men sitting up, the heat having also awakened them. Temperat.ure + 20°, 
and in the tent + 5:2°. Threw off the fur blanket, and spread It over the 
sledge to dry. W e ~oon cooled down sufficiently to get to sleep again. 

P.M. A bear seen, travelling steadily to the S.W. 

Started at 9 h. 30 m. P.M. My sledge travelled to the w~st, the" Reso
lute" to the X?f.W., whilst :\1r. Bradford and I walked In for the land 
between the two. On separating the parties cheered each other with even 
more than their usual evidence of feeling, and at 10 h. 40 m. I took leave 
of :\1r. Bradford, my excellent companion for twenty-five days of anxiety 
and ardnous labour. "'hen our isolated position is considered, how com
pletely we were exposed to all the vicissitudes of a rigorous climate, and 
dependent upon our own efforts, and the accidental condition, of the ice, 
for our advance or retreat, had not hope come to the rescue our fare
well would have been indeed a painful one. Each of us had 34 days 
provi,ions, besides a sufficiency to last a few days longer with the addition 
of game. Previous to separating I gave Mr. Bradford written orders for 
his futtse guidance, of which the following is a copy :-

H.lII. Sledge" Perseverance." "Having arrived at Mclville Island, and feeling confident that my own 
~:5roint Grilliths, lith May resources are adequate to the fulfilment of my orders, namely, the exami

nation of Winter Harbour and the intermediate line of coast, I gladly avail 
myself of the permission given me by Captain Austin to detach you upon 
a similar duty of search; the more so as you are in every respect equipped 
similarly to myself; and by detaching you at this extremity of the island 
a great increase of coastline may be examined. You will therefore take up 
the line of search froll1 this point northwards, following the eastern coast 
of l\Iclville Island, and examining it with care; and should you reach 
Point Nias, examine the cairn erected by Sir Edward Parry, and bring 
away any records you may find, replacing them by one of those with which 
you are furnished. 

" And, having proceeded as far as your provisions will admit, you are to 
examine the western coast of Byam Martin Island on your return, or any 
land or islands visible to the northward, including Sabine and Apparent 
Islan~. But should the opening between this land and that of Byam 
Martm prove to be only a deep bay, you will trace it round, keeping the 
land co.nstantly on. ):'our left hand. On arriv~ng at the depot, take your 
proportIOn of proVISIOns, leave a record, and WIthout further delay prose
cute the s.e~rch Il?rthwa~ds along. the east coast of Byam Martin, as far as 
your prOVISIOns WIll admit. (I WIsh to dra w your particular attention to all 
head-lands and exposed points where beacons or traces are most likely 
to be found.) 

" In the first case, the depot on Byam Martin Island is a point of rendez
vous, date l4th June. If the second party, whether it be yours or mine, 
does not appear wit.hin thirty-six hours, the first party ~ill proceed to 
Bathurst Island, and coast round Graham Moore Bay to the depot at 
Cape Cockburt], when thirty.,ix hours more, if it can be spared, is to 
be allowed for the second party to come up, and which will travel direct 
from BY~1Il Martin Island, if the state of the ice permits. Thence the first 
party w1l1 proceed to the Cape Capel and Cornwallis Island depots, and 
to the ships. 

" !laving fully discussed the per~ormance of this duty with YOIl, there is 
nothmg further for me to state, be.mg perfectly convinced that yourself 
and party are equal to the task aSSigned you' and all that human efforts 
can accomplish will be ably carried out. ' 

., You have my most sincere wishes for the health of yourself and party. 
(Signed) "F. L. M'CLINTOCK 

" L' , Ieutenant, and officer commanding." 
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.; TheW-cather ~as calm, and sun bright, ~hough ~ot clear. A slight mist 
hung over the dIstant land. After travellmg 3 mIles we reached the land, 
a muddy flat, scarcely above the sea, and extending fully a mile outside 
the rising land. We then travelled alongshore to the westward. 

Monday, 12th May.-Lunched at 1 h. 45m. A.M, the wind blowing 
in strong gusts from N.N.W., and weather extremely severe. Shortly 
before encamping passed a low point. Pitched tile tent on the ice at six 
o'clock, 200 yards off shore. Occasional intervals of calm, but the squalls 
,were very violent. During this night's journey two ptarmigan and two 
snow buntings were seen, also two fresh fox tracks and three old bear 
tracks. 

For time. 

h. m. s. 
10 13 8 

13 37 
14 7 
15 11 
16 00 

A. M. observations. 

o 

36° 10' fO" 
14 00 
17 14 
25 50 
32 50 

Watch fast 3h. 55m. nearly. 
Index error, + 45". 
Temperature, _ 6°. 

,:: For true bearing of the point passed, and distant 1 mile. 
10h. 17m. 35s.10 to 1st oldect, 104° 42' 00" 

1st oldect (to left) to the point, 35° 00' 00" 

Watch. 

h. m. s. 
450 

9 50 
11 f4 
f9 50 

For variation. 
fst oldect. 

S. ro 40' w. 
10 00 
10 40 
If 30 

4) 39 50 

S. 9 57t W. CornpWJ8 bearing. 

Noon observations. 

o 

65° 44' 20" 
42 50 
42 10 
37 00 

01 to western eztreme. 

h. m. s. 
4 13 30 - 68° 0' 0" 

\0 to eastern extreme. 

h. m. s. 
4 15 15 - 110 27 0 

Two ptarmigan seen whilst taking these observations. The point 
passed just before encamping appears by these observations to be the one 
marked on the chart at four miles S.W. of Point Griffiths. The land in 
the interior is of moderate elevation, and consists of gently undulating 
hills, without any remarkable features. The land rises with a very gradual 
slope from the sea, and the shore is composed of sandy gravel or mud. 
Excepting only where the winds have bared the hill tops or other exposed 
positions, the whole land retains its winter covering of snow. 

P.M. Strong north-west winds, coming off the land in violent gusts. 

Started at 9 h. P.M., under sail, with the wind nearly a-beam. ~hortly 
after. we carried away the pike which served as a mast. The ice IS very 
rough; glazed blue rounded hummocks protrude in all directions through 
the uneven surface of snow which covers the ice. Find that the sail is 
useless with the wind a-beam, unless the ice or snow is very level. To
night our sledge, when under sail, was both difficult and dangerous to 
manage; at one time shooting rapidly over the blue ice, then burying 
itself in a deep snow drift, from which it required all our strength to 
-remove it. Proceeded direct for, the next extreme of land. 

2. U 2 

Latitude "15° l' 00" N. 

Twenty-~ixth Journey. 

Hours travelled. 7 i. 
Encamped for rest, 14. 
Slopped for lunch, t 
Distance accomplished, S. 62° 
E. 3'; N. 7So E. 61,'. 
Wind, calm, b.c.m. 
Weather, 4 to 7, N.N.'\V. b.c.tJ.. 
Temp. _6° to + l~. 



Twenty.se,,'cnth .Tourney. 

Hours travelled, 8k. 
Encamped for rest, 15. 
Stopped for lunch, ~. 
Distance accomplished, E .. ~ ~. 
9!'. • 
Wind, N. \\'. 0 to 8. 
"~eatl1(>r, c.q. 
Temp. + ZP to + 9°, 

J.atitude, i4° .i6' J.5" N. 

Twenty-eighth Journey. 

Hours travelled, 8. 
Encamped for n.'st, 15. 
Stopped for lunch, -?!. 
Distance accomplbhcd, east 8' ; 
S. 6'2° E. 2!'. 
'Vind, 1, northerly. 
'Veather, b.c. 
Temp. zero to + 9°. 
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Tuesday, 13th :\Iay.-Lunched at 1 h. 45 m. A.M. ~t four o'cl~k it 
was quite calm, but at 5 h. 55m., when we encamped, It was blowmg a 
strong gale, No traces of animals seen. 

After lunch we crossed a bay, one mile deep, and near the head of 
,vhich there is a remarkable round hill. Several large ravines discharge 
their summer torrents into this bay. Its shores are frozen muddy flats, 
almost entirelv covered with hard snow. There are a few bare patches of 
gravel or small stones, but these are slightly elevated above. the general 
level. 'Encamped upon the west side of the bay, about one nllie and a half 
from the base of the nearest hills. Picked up some very small pieces of 
coal. 

Our travellinfY has been very laborious work, as the hard elevated 
" snow drifts" ~ "pointers" lay across our course, constantly bringing 
the sledo-e to a dead stop, and jerking the men's shoulders. Between these 
hard ridges the snow was quite soft and deep. 

1'.:Il. It blew hard all day, but in thc evening it fell light. 

The sledge started at nine o'clock, and travelled close alongshore. I 
had prcyiously set off for some hills to the north-west, and walked over 
thcm in search of Parry's cairn and rccord placed somewhere about here 
on the 2d September 1819, but could not sec it. Saw three ptarmigan, 
one fresh fox track, and many old ones of oxen. 

Wednesday, 14th May.-Lunched at 1 h. 30m. A.M. At four o'clock 
rounded Point Ro~s. The snow hard and level all night. Entered a 
hroad but shallow ravine, and encamped on its west bank at 5 h. 30m., 
:300 yards fi'0l1l its mouth. I purpose giving the men one day's rest here, 
and also leaving a depot of five days provisions. 

Tool, observations, A. ]Jf. 

Watch. 8 
h. m. s. 
fO 50 26 -- .Jlo 8.J' 00" 

51 22 .J2 10 
,i.? j 1 
,j2 .i.) 

.'i.J '3 

48 20 
,i3 .JO 

.J? .? 50 

H{Lieh fast on JYL T., 41,. Om. Os. nearly. 
II/dex error, + 45". 
Temperature, zero. 

1st oldect to the right if cp fOIt. 57m. 30s. -- 1080 0' (/' 
" to the lift if Point Palmer 60 6 0 
" to the right qf Point Ross (distant 2i') 82 0 0 

It. m. s. 
3 53 .Jj 

56 52 
58 .J!J 

:; 28 
4 50 
8 ,; 

10 3'; 
1/ 45 

Noon observations. 

8 
66°51' 20" 

52 20 
3.2 ';0 
53 10 
.J.:) 00 
.j:! 30 
:j2 10 
"I 20 

-- --

Index cOTl'ection, + 35'. 
Temperature in shade, + 9°. 
In sun and wind, + {4°. 
In sZln against the tent, + 36°. 

P.i\!. After breakfast the people were employed digging a pit to contain 
our depot of provisions and spare clothing. The position selected was near 
t~~ top of the left b~n~, 30 teet above the bed of ravine. When the pro
nSlOns were placed m It, gravel fron.t above w,as shovelled down until they 
were cover~d, b.u~ ~o mound or conspIcuous object left which might perhaps 
attract an mquJSJtlve bear or ,,:olf to the spot. 

Refitted ou~ tent and sledge gear. Collected a quantity of coal, but 
could no~ ~et It to burn alone .. After examining carefully into the state of 
our proVISIOns, I. walked to a hIll 2~ miles to the W.N.W., and haIfa mile 
from the sea, whICh commanded a good view of this bay. On its southern 
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slope, now partially cleared of snow, there was a considerable quantity of 
moss, saxifrage, drabre, and tufts of short grass. Here I saw, and shot 
two large hares and a ptarmigan. These, as well as all the hares subse: 
quently seen, were beautifully white and of large si~e; they were as tame 
as anyone, most anxious to procure game, could wish. Heturned to the 
tent at midnight. Light northerly airs, with thin mist; temperature, zero. Wind, calm, 3-E.S.E. 

TbU1:sday,. 15th.-~fter l~ncheon,. secured five d~ys provisions and ~:~~e~ ~~c;. 
everythmg dIsposable III the pIt, coverIng them over wIth earth, and then Detained one day to .ceure a 

a layer of snow. During the day a breeze sprung up from the east. deVOl, and rest the men. 

Started at 8h. P.M. under sail, the sledge travelling direct for F~int 
Palmer. I walked along the shore to the entrance of Beverly's Inlet, 
and there ascended a hill, but could not get a view of its extent. Its width 
at the entrance is certainly not more than half a mile. Shot two hares and 
a ptarmigan, and was quite tired of carrying them by the time I reached 
the sledge, near Point Palmer. 

At 2~ miles westward of our dep(lt is the hill under which the vegetation 
is so abundant; and at the base of its slope is a mud flat nearly destitute 
of snow, bearing in its frozen surfacc innumerable foot prints of oxen and 
wild fowl, by which it was traversed last year. About 4.~ miles westward 
of the depot a range of hills cOlllmenced, and extend to the inlet. They 
are about 3.50 feet high, close to the beach, and their southern faces are 
very steep and snow clad. The estimated distance from the C'ntrance of 
Beverly Inlet to Point Palmer is 7 miles. 

Friday, 16th May.-Overtook the sledge, and lunched at :3h. A.M., half 
a mile from Point Palmer. Off this point was a gigantic range of hum
mocks, through which we fortunately passed without accident This range 
resembled a ruined wall. Many portions avcraged 20 feet in height. It did 
not appear to be composed of heavy icc, but to have bcen raised to this 
height by enormous pressure. Outside, the floe was remarkably smooth, 
and with but a thin covering of snow upon it. This ice appears to be of 
last winter's formation, and in the offing much heavier ice can be seen. 
Since commencing the search upon this island, it has been my custom to 
walk along the shore, and occasionally mount to the top of the nearcst 
hill, for the purpose of obtaining a more extended view, and of examining 
the ice in the offing with a glass, unless required to pioncer the sledgc 
through the rough ice. 

After lunch, I landed 011 the point. It resembles a small stony isle, but 
is connected to other land by a low isthmus, half a mile long and 200 or 
300 yards wide. It is about 60 or 70 feet high, and on its summit is a huge Twen'.y.ninth .Journey. 

sandstone block resembling' a cairn, visible with a telescope for 8 or 9 J!ourstr·dvclled, ~i· " 
.) I'd h . . ~ II I I d b SI h blcampe for r,,', I.> 

illl es. nSI e t e pomt IS a we -s 1e tere a y. ,lOt a are. Stopped lor lunch, it. 

F 'd 6 h M . d E d'd h 1 k h' h Distance accomplished, S. E. 
'1'1 a,Y, I t ay, contmue .- ncampe outSI e t e lU1lll110C 's, W IC by S., l~ miles. 

presented an impassable barricr between us and the shore. At 6h. A.~I. saw Wind,2-E.S.E. 

the fresh tracks of two musk oxen travelling round Skene Bay to the east- ~~~e~ ~i",; to _20. 

ward, also some deer tracks upon the hills, and three or four bracc of 
ptarmigan. The land about Beverly's Inlet is the highest in Skene Bay. 

Watch. 

h. m. s. 

3 49 40 
J.J. 43 

4 00 54 

Noon. Observations. 
8 

67" ·Hi' j ()" 

.J.tJ 30 
50 30 

5 20 50 50 
7 40 50 50 
9 25 50 30 

If 55 50 10 
15 15 .J.8 40 
23 00 45 10 

</> to Point Palmer (0 to tlte right). 
:;11. :;SIII. Os. -- 91° .;/' 00" 

Sa·tant error + 40". 
Temperature + j ,0. 
. Compass Bearillgs. 

Point Palmer X. 11: by X. :; miles. 
Xc.d Point S.B. liy S. j ~ miles. 
Bounty Cape SE. 1 S. 

--Watchfoiion M.7:;4h-:liin--:-os.li;;,rly--: 

-Started at 9. I::;~. Made sail before--;-iight-~;;terl.Y wind. Passed ~he 
next point, and after travelling direct towards Bounty Cap~ for :!~ llules 
we began to edge away gradually to the northward, roundmg very low 
and flat land. 
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Thirtieth Journey. 
Hours travelled, 8t. 
Enl'amped for rest, 1St 
Stopped for lunch, l. 
Distance accomplished, 10 m. 
\Vind. 2. easterly. , 
Wtc'athe'r, b.c.-c.m. 
Temp. + 7° to + 32°. 
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:-;aturday, 17th May.-Lunched at 2 A.M. A thick mist hanging over the 
high land appear~ to be gradually spreading down towards us. Took bearings. 

cp to east point of Dealy Island, on with distant ea.~tern bluff, 0 to the right. 
M. T. at place 6h. Om. Os. -- 81° 25' 00". 
East point to west point of Dealy Island 16° II'. 

Ditto to Bounty Cape - .J.I.' 56'. 

For the last hour we travelled along the land direct for the eastern 
l'xtreme of Dealy Island, and \lOW (at lunch) are upon a low stony point 
formed by the coast trending round suddenly to the eastward. After 
lunch, the sledge proceeded direct. for Dealy Island, whilst I attempted to 
trace the coast round; but a very thick fog coming on, was obliged to rejoin 
my part.\-. Passed over extremely rough packed ice. Unable to see the 
island until close to it. Encamped on its south side, a quarter of a mile 
£i'om its eastern extreme, at 6h. 20m. A margin of low land extends from 
east to west, above which the land rises with a very steep slope (now faced 
with snow) to the summit of the island. Its greatest height, roughly mea
sured, IS 200 feet. On its north side the ascent is very gradual. Saw 
the fresh tracks of two reindeer, passing to the eastward, and a fresh bear 
track. Shot three ptarmigan; six or seven brace of these birds seen during 
the night's journey. The first two hours travelling was good; the remainder, 
up to luncheon time. was bad; but from thence to Dealy Island it was 
execrable. Bridport Inlet, as far as Dealy Island, is choked with hummocks 
and heavy packed ice. 

Noon, misty weather; sun not visible. 

P.M. At 7h. 30m. set out to examine the eastern shore of the inlet, ac
companied by Jas. Hoile. At 8h. Will. reached the land, distant Ii miles. 
Took bearings. 

ALTITUDe,-.2." 

Luncheon Point N. by IV. Extreme of this land N. TV. 1 mile. East bluff S.E. 1 s. 
TValked a quarter of a mile S. W., and then TV., across an isthmus 400 yards wide, to a 
harbour. This side cif it trends for east bluff'S.E. t E. 

t.iJNCHED x ----- ... 

MlIDP.OF.T 

, 
\ 

\ 
\ 
r 

" ,-' -_ .... , . , 
" ............ 

At A, < elevation of Dealy Island, 10 21' 0" 
On Peninsula Point :-

. , 

" E"ST 
1\ IL.UfF 

, ---

East bluff tn Bounty Cape (to left) _ 42" 
" deep bight (to ri.qht) - _ 91 

Deep bight to next bay (to ri.qhi) - _ _ 34 
Bounty Cape to right tangent of Dealy Island (to lift) 75 

, , , 
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On nearest point '!f Dealy Island to Bounty Cape. 
East bluff to Bounty Cape (to left) 72° 40'. 

Half a mile from east bluff, with Luncheon Poi"t on with east extreme if Dcall/ Island. 
Ellstbluffto Bounty Cape (to left) - •. - _ 87° 15' 
Boun~l/ Cape to western extreme of Dealy Island 99 15 
E.rtremes of Dealy Island - - - - - 20 0 
East extreme of do. (on with Luncheon Point) tn Peninsular Point (to l~ft) 33 30 

" " to next bay (tn lift) 66 00 
" " to deep bight (to left) 92 40 

Deepest bight to east bluff (to left) 61 30 

Sunday, 18th May.-Returned to the tent, which, during my absence, 
had been shifted to the S. "'. part of the island, a distance of about 2 miles. 
Lunched. James Hoile had separated from me on landing, and traced the 
land round to Luncheon Point. The ice between Dealy Island and the 
western shore is extremely rough. Inside the island and in the harbour 
there are no hummocks, but the ice appears old, as its surface is uneven, 
and deeply covered with snow. After lunch travelled up the inlet towards 
a range of cliffs to the left of the eastern bluff, to continue examination, and 
also in the hope of rounding the packed ice between us and Bounty Cape. 
Saw two bears hunting tor seals. They were walking to and fro across the 
wind, and eagerly snuffing up the air. Endeavoured to get within shot by 
advancing behind a kite, but without success, the kite being much too dirtr 
to be mistaken for a hummock. Shortly afterwards a third bear was seen 
rapidly advancing towards the sledge. When within 100 yards he stopped, 
and was instantly shot. Encamped near the spot at 6h. A.~I. Stripped off B~unty Cape E. is. 
every atom of blubber and fat to add to our st?ck of fuel, which was un- TI. extreme} N.b. TV.~1V. 
comfortably short. The bear was a male, two-thml.s grown, and wretchedly ~ f ealy 3]1 lYf. 
thin; the stomach was perfectly empty. The tracks of several reindeer sand. 4 

were seen crossing the in let to the eastward. Hour;~;:~vi~r~t ~o",ney. 
P.~1. During the day an east wind sprung Hp. Breakfasted off a mix- Encamped efo; :es", 14i. 

f . d t . i:" II 1 b b t k fi' d . k i:" Stopped for lunch t ture 0 pemmican an p armlgan, 10 owe< .r ear-s ea os, rle m por - lat, Di,tancc accompli'h~d, 6'. 

and chocolate. My party do not discriminate between the various kiwjs of Wind, calm, 6, N.E. 

b I I fill th k ttl d 11 I tt "k . . Weather, ~. s.-b.c.q. meat, ut zea ous y e -e e; an as we a lave pre y een appetites, Temp. + 320 to + 150. 

there is never any difficulty in disposing of its contents. Detained /lim'hing a bear, 
1 hour. 

Monday, 19th May.-Started at 9h. 15m. P.~!. of 18th, under sail; 
snow drift flying, but sky clear. Travelled direct for Bounty Cape, over a 
rugged old floe with patches of very slippery ice on it. Bridport Inlet is 
filled with pack and very rugged old floe pieces; only in the N. W. part is 
there any ice oflast winter's making. The pressure along its eastern shore 
must have been very great. Soon after starting, distinguished low land on 
this side of the cape. Lunched at 2h. 20m. one mile from a low point on 
this side of, but extending without, the cape. Soon after lunch discovered 
that this" low point" was the outer of two islets considerably to the east 
of Cape Bounty. Passed between them and the land. When examining the 
western shore with a glass. from the top of one of these islets I distin
guished a herd of ten musk oxen. Ordered the sledge to proceed, and set 
off to procure, if possible, a supply of fi'esh beef. 

Soon after saw a more distallt herd of five oxen. Approached the large 
herd caution~ly but not without being observed by the only one standing 
up, and which seemed to be on the look-out. Got within 100 yards, and 
shot the watchman, who was much the largest and most formidable of the 
whole herd. The remainder continued to gaze stupidly; so, after shooting 
the nearest, I returned to the sledge. Encamped on the ice at 6 A.M. 

midway between the islets and the cape. Brought the sledge on shore filr Thirty-second Journey. 

beef. On our approach the herd moved off, two of the cows which had Hours travelled, st· 
I t ki h I d Th . I k'll -' b II d b th En,'amped for rest, 14. ca ves a ng t e ea . e alllma s 1 ell were a u an a cow; 0 St"pped for lunch, t. 

were very thin; all the fat and suet we could obtain from them only Dis~ance accompli'hed, E. " s. 
amounted to 81bs It was added to our stock of fuel. Took away about ~7~~~'6 north, calm. 

150lbs·, of beef, and the skins. Their principal dimensions were taken. Weather, b~c.q.-b.c. 
Saw four reindeer; three of them were perfectly white; the fourth had ~:,;.r:~e;,:,,:tting up oxen, and 

dark coloured sides. fetching ofF beef, 3 hours. 
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Notic£>d here the fir!:>t con .. 
sidt'rable effl'ct of the sun, in 
thawing thin snow overlying the 
gravel. 

Thirty .. third Journey. 
Hours travelled, 7~. 
Encamped for rest, 13~. 
Stopped fllr lunch, ~. 
Distance accomplisl,ed, East 2'; 
S. 57° E. 9', 
Wind. calm. 
Weal her, b.c:.v. 
Temp. + RO. 
Detained, securing a deput, 
1 hour. 
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P.M.-Started at 11 o'clock for the nearest part of the land forming the 
cape. Left here a record, four days pemmican, and half the fresh beef, 
wrapped up in the hides. Secured this depot be~ween tw~ large blocks of 
sandstone, high up a rocky steep, and covered It over With large stones 
and snow. 

At this position, watclt sltowed 
cf> to west Muff (8 to tlte left), - - 41t. f 7111. Os. -- 44° 0' 
East bluff to ICest bluff (east bluff to tile rigltt) - 7 0 nearly. 
Trest extreme qf Dealy Island to west Muff - 14 0 

Tuesday, 20th May.-Completed the del?ot, ~nd ~roceeded at oh. 20m., 
travelling close along shore for the cape, dIrectIOn ~.S.W. B?unty Cape 
is the bluff termination of a lofty mass of land, betw~en wh~ch and the 
neighbouring- hills there is a broad valley. When crossmg Bndport Inlet 
to Bounty Cape, I was much struck with the appearance of some table 
land to the westward. It was intersected by four l:avines at nearly equal 
distances, like huge embrasures, the whole resemblmg the wall of a fort. 
Whilst the men were secnring our depot, I endeavoured to get near six 
reindeer which were quietly grazing in a valley, but without success. 
In doing so, I passed close to seven hares. One of these was so tame that 
it allowed me to pass within foul' yards. Bounty Cape has a margin of 
low land round it, in which are several shallow ponds, now frozen to the 
bottom. Found good travelling inside a formidable barrier of grounded 
hummocks. When q miles from our depot, we were on the extreme of 
the cape. 

Had beef-steaks for breakfast last evening. They were tender, well 
flavoured, and wanting only in £'tt to equal ordinary beef. Our stock 
of bear-steaks '\'as thrown away. 

After passing the cape we came upon a very level floe of last winter's 
forming, and travelled for the next extreme ofland, Cape Halse. Lunched at 
4h. 10m .. UI. Passed the tracks of several deer going to the eastward. The 
land we are now travelling along consists of boldly rounded hills, separated 
by deep valleys. Where cleared of snow, their southern slopes were seen 
to be abundantly clothed ,,·ith moss and short grass. To the westward 
these hills recede from the sea. Passed Cape Halse. It is a very low 
point, with sandy ridges extending off it, and is 1~ miles £I'om the nearest 
elevated land. Encamped on the ice at 8h. 30m., one-third of a mile off 
shore. With a spy-glass I distinguished a herd of seven musk oxen on the 
snowy plain to the westward of Cape Hahe. The greater part of this 
night's travelling has been very good, over last winter's ice. 

• 1 • .1[. no.r;ervatinns . 
h. m. s. 8 81 to western e1 treme. 
1.'1 :;6 0 '!i'J --, 00" 114° 81' 0" .J! 

I:: 40 0 -- 28') 8' 00" 
\8 to Bounty Cape. 

r.oO iJ_ 9' v 00" 
Bounty Cape X 57° n:, 9 miles. 
Poild Hal,eham, S. 70~0 E., 4~ miles. 

Il. 111. s. cf> 
0 ,i8 0 S.6° 0' TI: Watclt fast 4ft. 13m. nearly. 
J 00 0 ;j 20 He~(;ltl qf eye 5 .feet. 

J 0 ., 20 Index error + 45" 8 
.'.! 0 .J 20 Temperature + 8° 8 
.J 0 ~j 30 

-. --_. 
P.M. 

Midnigltt, Point TJake- 2.J 0 18 to Point Wakeham, 7 fO 00'. 
ham, SOl/tit 1dnfa mile. -------- ___ I 

T~e ba.y just ero.,sed is 2~ . St~rted at 10h. 15m. p.~r. Travelled direct for next extreme. At 
mtles deep. mldmght off Point Wakeham, 600 yards. As I was anxious to reach Winter 

Harbour before encamping, we travelled direct from point to point but 
carefully examined the shore with a spy.glass. ' 

Wednesday, 21st }Iay.-Lunched at 3h. 20m. A.M. The ice is level and 
mow hard; have travelled with .eomparative ease and rapidity. The 
western extreme proves to be P01'lt Hearne. Weare now oft· Winter 
Harb~ur, and have a dis~inct view of the land all round it. There is nothing 
to anest the eye; all IS enveloped in snow. Wind fast freshening, and 
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blowing. dire?tly ou~ of the harb~ur. Procee.ded, after lunch. A strong 
and rapidly mcreasmg breeze, with snow drift. It soon blew a yiolent 
gale, with very thick snow drift; could not possibly face it; and havincr 
ascertained that there were neither ships, tents, nor human beinO's i~ 
Winter Harbour, I determined to defer its closer scrutiny until my ;~turn 
from the westward, and therefore travelled on for Point Hearne with a side 
wind. \Ve could seldom see a hundred yards from us, so thickly was the 
snow driving past, but the sun's position was occasionally distinguishable 
and, guided by it, we reached the point at 7h. 10m. and encamped. Rathe: Thirty.fourth Journe,·. 

I . d Hour.; tra\'clled, 8!. . 
ess wm . Encampeo for rest 141,. 

All this night we travelled over smooth ice, and generally unbroken for Stoppcdforlunch: ~h. 
t '1 ff h It bl h dill d . h d I Distance accompli'hcd, ll~ m. one or wo ml es 0 sore. ew a ar ga e a ay, Wit ense c ouds Wind, 2 to 9 XW. .] 

of snowdrift flying past us off the land. Towards evening it moderated ~:,"eathe," o.rl· 
'I k h d d' .. h db' lemp.80tol~O. and by 100 c oc a Immls e to a strong reeze; the weather tolerably Ddai"cd oy a :>.1\'. gale, 8~ 

clear, but still some snow drift. Unable to proceed. hour'.' -

Thursday, 22d May.-The weather did not admit of our starting until 
5h. 30m. A.M., having previously lunched. There 1vas still much 1yind and 
snow-drift, but the sky was clear and weather promising. Although I fEJt 
perfectly satisfied with my view of Winter Harbour, I did not willingly 
defer its closer examination, but was compelled by circumstances to do so. 
It was now possible to proceed S.W., but not N.'V., and it only remained 
for me to decide between proceeding westward or sacrificing hro whole 
days. Point Hearne is low and stony. After rounding it, travelled along a 
very low straight coast until IOh. 30m.,when we rounded a slight projection 
of the coast line, and encamped at II o'clock. The whole of this land is 
low, the water shallow, and numerous large hummocks lie grounded at some 
distance off; packed ice outside. A laborious, although short journey, as 
the snow was soft and deep. Made out a herd of musk oxen with the 
spy-glass. They were more than two miles off, but the prospect of getting 
more beef, and of thus being enabled to increase our daily al101mnce, and 
also lengthen our journey, induced me to set off with a rifle. Thc herd 
consisted of eight full-grown animals. They did not sec mc until within 
200 yards of them, and then they suddenly gallopped away for a few yards, 
halted, and formed for defence in a semicircle, close together, with their 
heads down, their strangely curved horns resembling a row of hooks in a 
butcher's shop. When within 100 yards, I waited for several minutes until 
the largest one, which was on the left flank, moved so as to present his 
shoulder, and then shot him. Those nearest him moved out of the way 
as he reeled and fell, but otherwise they were not in the least disturbed, 
continuing in the same defensive posture until I had retired to a con
siderable distance, and then, without noticing their £"lllen companion, 
renewed their search for pasture, by scraping away the snow with their 
hoofs. Had it been my object to do so I think I might easily have shot 
two thirds of the oxen we have yet seen. 

P.M. During the evening the wind fell light, and some snow fell. 

Thirty-fifth Journey. 
IIours travvlled, ;j+. 
Encamped for rest, 12;h. 
Stopped for lunch, nUI;~" 
Distance accoll1pli~hcd, E.S.E 
7-.t milc~. 
\\rind, 6 to ~, ~~. 'V. 
'Veather, C.n. 
Temp. 8° to 19°. 

Started at P.M. Ilh. 40m.; overcast weather. Friday, 23d May.-Left 
the sledge, and took the party to cut up the ox. The herd was grazing near, 
but did not notice our proceedings. Took some of the principal dimensions, 
and carried away about 100 pounds of beef. Near our last encampment I 
saw some stones placed in an elliptical form, five feet by eight, and think 
they must have been so arranged by Esquimaux; but they were nearly ThirtY,sixt!1 Journey. 

buried in the soil and covered with moss. Lunched at .!A5. Hours tra;ellcd, 9t· . 
d d d Encamped for rl'st~ 14. 

Travelled all this journey along an exceedingly low shore, an roun e Stopped for lunch, ~h. 
two very low points. Encamped just beyond the second on a frozen mud Dista:,c~ acc~m~lis],cd, 
flat, at 9h. 30m., snow falling at intervals. To the westward of us is a ~V~~d~ ;i'o83"~~~\;:'; NXE. 

shallow bay, beyond which the land rises to a moderate elevation. Soon '1:,"cathcr,~. 0 

ft .. b bl 1 fi h NNE d f d cmp.ll tol9. a er encam}?1l1g It . egan to ow strong y rom t e . . ., an con mue TVestern extreme cif l(f!lJ, 
to do so until late ll1 the evening. E. by S. ·11 miles. 

Started at 11.40 P.M. Passed over a ridge of heavy hummocks which 
lie across this bay, and got upon smooth last winter's ice. All the hum
mocks grounded alongshore between this and Cape Hearne are extremely 
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Thirty-seventh Jonrn('v. 
Hours en·camped, 12. . 
Hours travelled, SIT' 
Stopped for lunch, ~h. 
Distance ac('ompli~hed, 
E. by S. 4!'; S.E. by E .• 7~'. 
'Vind, calm, -5, ~.N.E. 
W cather, b.c. 
Temp. IS° to 23°. 
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large and old-looking. .They seem t? ?ave had much tossing about at ~ea 
previous to reaching theIr present posItIOns. They generally have a blueIsh 
colour, solid appearance, and roun~ed form. . 

Our travelling is now good. Wmd freshened. Made saIl. 
Saturday, 24th May, at 3h. 30m. reached the point which ,!as the 

western extreme visible from encampment. The next headland IS Cape 
Providence. Travelled direct for it. Lunched at 4h. 40m. Passed one bear 
track. Saw two ravens and five ptarmigan. After l~ncheon ~alked along 
the land whilst the sledge travelled on the smooth Ice outsIde the hum
mocks '~hich form an unbroken chain of enormous masses along this coast. 
Th~ land now consists of a fine range of hills, presenting boldly rounded 

outlines. There is a margin of low land, varying in breadth from 100 to 
200 yards, between the bases of thes~ hills and the sea; and here .are ~any 
well-shcltered and fertile spots. ThIs low land has lost most of Its wmter 
covering of snow, and is imprinted with innumerable tracks of deer and 
oxen, but all of former seasons; it is probable many of these footmarks are 
even several years old; there are no fresh tracks either on the land or 
snow. 

Found here some pieces of coal granite and gneiss. Saw one large boulder 
of dark stone resembling hornblende schist. On the muddy bank of a 
ravine saw some venus shells, and a piece of limestone containing fossil 
corals. Encamped at 9h. A.:lI.; fine weather. In all the sunny positions 
sheltered from the wind the snow is becoming wet. 

Sights taken at Luncheon Time. A.M. 

h. m. s. 0 

9 14 15 30° 49' 00" 
15 17 57 
16 11 3 
17 10 12 
17 59 17 

0\ to first oldect. 
9h. 24m. 20s. -- 9 r 30' 

20 
40 
10 
10 

Watch fast 4h. 20m. nearly. 
Index error + 45". 
Temperature + 15°. 

1 st oldect (to lift) to western extreme. 

86° 39' 

Observations taken at encampment. A.M. 

Watch. 0 t 0 to east extreme. 
Ih. 16m. Os. -- 30° 42' 0" -- 66° 6' 00" 

Watch fast 4ft. 20m. nearly. 
Height if eye 6 feet. 
Index error + 45". 
Temperature + 23°. 

=--=-==----..:...---=---~--== 

East extreme. 

N.62° 20' E. 
59 20 
60 00 
64 30 
58 00 
64 30 
60 00 

Started at 9h. 1'.:11. Ice very slippery, but had been crushed up in the 
autumn, so that walking u~on it was very difficult. Sledge under sail for 
t~e first hour. Fo: four mIles we passed along hills of considerable height, 
WIth a broad margm of low land between their steep slopes and the sea. 
The low land then contracted to a narrow belt and a little farther west 
disappeared altogether; the hills also changed into'tofty cliffs, rising directly 
from the sea. Up to this part of the coast I walked alongshore, but the 
hummoc~s were now conf';l~e~ny pressed in against the cliffs, so that it was 
not pOSSIble to get along mSlde of them. Four miles to the westward of 
la~t encampment I climbed up a hill to examine something resembling a 
CaIrn. 

As far as could be seen alongshore to the east and west there was remark
ably smooth ~ce, with very little snow on it, and varying in breadth from 
one to two mIles. ~ts outer e~ge was very dearly defined, and beyond was 
v.ery ?eavy ~acked Ice, extending as far as its rugged surface could be dis
tmgUlshe~ WIth a spyglass. Subsequently examined the smooth ice closely. 
;t wa~ eVI~ently. f~rmed late las.t aut~, the whitish patches of pancake 
Ice bemg very dl~tmct, and the mt.erstIces composed of deep blue ice. Its 
surface w.as so slIppery that the wm~s had never permitted a covering of 
snow t~ he upon It. When. descendmg the steep snowy slope, which all 
these hills now have on theIr southern sides, I disturbed eleven hares which 
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were feeding toget~er at its base. They scampered u~ a neighbouring hill, 
and .sat there until I had .passed. Was. much surpr.Ised at finding their 
feeding ground covered wIth grass; not m tufts, as hItherto met with, but 
as in pasture land i!l milder clim!ltes; it. was sh?rt, and there was a good 
deal of moss growmg through It. ThIS lUXUrIant vegetation extended 
alpng the base of the hills, and was abundantly covered with traces of deer 
and oxen. Near this I saw three of the latter. • 

Sunday, 25th May.-At Oh.30m. P.M. reached cliffs of greater height, 
and rising directly from the sea. The wind, which blew steadily over them 
from the north, could not reach us on the ice beneath them, therefore 
lowered our sail. 

As far as I walked along the shore, and I did so until the hummocks 
came into actual contact with the cliffs, and obliged me to resume the only 
practicable route, the footmarks of oxen were abundant, but all of last or 
previous years. Saw one ox's skull and a wolf's track; the length of the 
impression made by its feet, including the toenails, was five inches, its 
breadth four inches, and average length of stride from toe to heel was one 
foot seven inches. A very old track of a bear was seen upon the ice. 

Lunched at 3h. 40m. A.~I. A rough measurement gave these cliffs an 
elevation of 450 feet. They are composed of horizontal sandstone. As the 
layers of strata are of different degrees of durability, these cliffs usually 
present a buttress-like appearance. About halfway down there is a landing 
or terrace, below which the slope is less steep. In every position, protected 
from the falling debris of the cliffs, moss and grass grew j and, from their 
numerous traces, these spots appeared to be frequently visited by oxen, 
deer, and hares. At intervals this range of cliffs i~ intersected by large 
vallies descending to the sea, their beds, like those of mountain torrents, 
being strewed with rounded stones of all sizes. Encamped at 7h. 15m. A.:\I., 

becalmed under the cliffs, a fine breeze aloft, with thin haze, but clear and 
beautiful weather. The glassy ice still continues to be a mile in breadth, 
and the pancake ice and sludge as clearly distinguishable in it as when first 
frozen. The men walked along with the sledge at the rate of two miles 
an hour, the only difficulty being to keep on their legs. The hummocks 
pressed in against the shore are formed of every description of ice, fi'om 
immense blue masses of rounded form to crushed up fragments of floe ice, 
varying in thickness, forced together, and raised by enormous pressure to 
an average height of twenty-five feet. This barrier forcibly recalls to mind 
the extreme danger to which ships must be constantly exposed while sailing 
along such a coast. 

Against it the field ice abuts, rising and falling with the tide, and in 
many places leaving an impassable trench of sludge and water. :\long 
this tide-crack I repeatedly saw ice crushed up of only a few inches in 
thickness, and suppose there is water accessible throughout the winter. 
Crossing these hummocks is attended with considerable danger as ,yell as 
difficulty, as there are many deep fissures covered with soft snow. 

During the latter part of this journey the snow thawed upon our canvas" 
boots and wetted them through. The whole coast is now a magnificent 
range oflofty cliffs, gradually trending round to the west. IIan; not been 
in sight of any land more distant than three miles all day. Our western 
extreme is a low point projecting from the mouth of a valley, and distant 
about two miles. 

Bearings of extremes of land, western, S. 17° E.; eastern, ]I." :!-P 71: 

Azimuth. cp For Time. 8 Azimuth. 
It. m. s. h. m. s. h. In. 

12 37 15 N. 7" 40' W. 12 46 10 57° 40' 50" 12 57 S. .]' 30' E. 
38 20 5 20 49 05 58 15 50 58 4-iJ 
39 20 7 40 50 40 27 10 59 
40 45 6 00 51 43 33 50 00 
41 30 6 00 53 05 43 50 01 

Index error + 45". 
Temperature + 27". 

54 10 51 10 
55 18 59 20 

3 30 
-i 00 
-i 00 

A large gull seen to-day, the first of the season; we also saw three mnoi-; 
oxen, fifteen hares, and three ptarmigan. 

2. X 2 



Thirty~cigl:th JClllrney. 
Hours travelled, 9~. 
Encamped for rest, 151h. 
Stopped for lunch, -&h. 
Distanceaccompli<;hf.!d,16 miles. 
'Vind, 3 r:.orth. 
'Veather, h.c. 
Temp. 17° to 26°. 
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At noon the sun did not appear. The wind freshened up at west, and sky 
became overcast. 

P.M. This has been the hottest day since 17th April;. the season 
appears to have advanced a month in the last two days; Its beneficial 
effect combined with an unlimited allowance of excellent fresh beef, is 
appar~nt in the increased strength and im~roved appearance of my part.y. 
Since 19th May we have had fresh beeftWlce a day, but as the weather IS 
now favourable for longer journies, we have to-day ~hanged o~r system of 
diet to beef once, and pemmican once, as the latter IS cooked 111 much less 
time. 

Started at lUh. 50m. P.'/.; fine weather. At midnight reached the low 
.Took bearings on this point seen from encampment. The icc. is .crushe~ up off it for quarter of a 

pomt. mile, by the meeting of tw.o floes. ThIs htt.le p. omt extends. o~t about 200 
East f1trC}/U', I f I I k I I X.:N' 10' II: yards beyond the general me 0 coast.. t IS, loe severa slim ar ones met 
TVl'st c:rtr,'me, with, oft" the mouth of a very large ravme. 

__ S~~?0 _~:;'F. Monday, 26th May.-At 2h. 35m. reached the western extreme seen at 
Tool, bearillgs. midnio-ht. Passed a fresh crack extending off shore as far as could be 

Eastern f,rlr"1I1e, secn . 'its width was 18 inches. Thcre was just enough snow on the ice to 
X. j:!0 7' Tr. afforA us firm footing, and although the wind blew strongly in our faces, 

U;"l<m eItreme, we travelled at the rate of 21 miles an hour. The men were full of spirit, 
~ [,0 .;,>, E. and constantly asking" when- Cape Dundas would be in sight?" They no 

longcr " hoped to reach," but talked of" rounding it." 
At 2h. 50111. wc were off another point. Our smooth ice has been gra

dually growing narrower, and at 3h. Om. we reached its terD:Iination. The 
pack being close in to the hummocks, we were therefore oblIged to seek a 

West extrellle, better route off-shore. Travelled over heavy packed ice of every conceiv-
S.30 30' E. ablc shape and thickness, advancing with difficulty one mile an hour. 

Took bearings. 
East eJ'!remc, 
N. 10° 20' 11". 

</> Lunched at 4h. 10m. Bright sun and clear sky, a few very lofty thin 
It. m. 5. clouds moving slowly to the southward. 
7 20 0 X 87° 0' 11: Encamped at 8h. 50m., one mile off-shore. Still blowing strong. Tried 

to get sights, but the mercury was unsteady, and the roof almost instantly 
covered with snow-drift. Bearillgs were taken. 

For the first hour after starting last evening, I walked along a narrow 
beach. Saw a few traces of oxen, and one skull. XO tracks were seen on 
the ice. During this night's journey thirty-one hares were seen; twenty
three of them were in one flock; they were all feeding on the grassy slopes 
under the southern cliffs. A vcry large ravine bears north (true) of us. 
I believe it to be the same which Sir Edward Parry walked to, when his 

Tili'-'y-l1inth Journey. ships could proceed no further. 
Bours travelled, 9t· Noon, blowinu: a gale of wind from W. N. W., with vel"" thick, heavy, 
Encamped for rl'~t. 14j-h. L1 J 
Stopped for IUl1ch, !h. but low snow drift; the sun bright, but could not find sufficient shelter to 
Di","ce.ceornpii,hed,13miles. obtain an altitude. Commander Becher's artificial horizon would here 
'Vind, west,S to S. 
Weather, b.c.q. have been useful. 
Temp. 16". P.~I. The gale lasted until nine o'clock. 

Started at lIh. 15m.; the wind fresh, weather clear, and sun bright, but 
some snow st~ll drifting. D.uri~g the j~urney of last night we passed a very 
remarkable pmnacle, standmg m a ravme. It at once occurred to me that 
t~is might be the" wall of sandstone in horizontal strata" described by 
SIr Edwa:d Par~y. The position .aceords with his description, but of the 
wall a sohtary pmnacle alone remams. A sketch of it was taken but more 
important. duties pn:ven~ed my. examining this interesting sp~t. Soon 
after s~artll1g we dlshngm.shed hIgh land beyond our western extreme, and 
extendmg: about half a p~mt to the left of it. It appears to be ten or twelve 
leagues dIstant, and. te,rmll:mtes abruptly, as the capes on this coast do. It 
also appears to be SImIlar 111 charactcr. Travelled direct for it. 

Tuesday, 27th ~Iay.-Lunched at 4.45 .'\'~I. off shore half a mile. Took 
observations. 

Watcll. 0 
11. m. s. 
9 22 00 

22 30 
?3 00 

3j j 36' 
';0 

';.5 

20" 
00 
10 

Index error + 50". 
Temperature + 13°. 
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01 to east extreme 

10 to western extreme if tltis land 

o distant westem bluff 

91t. 24m. OOs. 

9h. 25m. OOs. 

911. 26m. OOs. 

911. 28m. OOs. 

Compass Bearings. 

61" 6' IJO' 

98° 34' 00" 

Ilr 44' 00" 
o 

32' 25' 20" 

East extreme 
{

N.170 40' E. 
18 30 
18 40 

TVest extreme 
{

S.390 0' E. 
39 20 
39 40 

18 30 38 40 

The large ravine, before mentioned as the one described by Sir Edward 
Parry, was just showing 1 ~ 0 to the left of the eastern extrcme, and by 
walking directly inshore I closed it in by a cliff about two miles on this 
side of it, and which I take to be Cape Dundas. The above ravine is the 
largest of six now in sight. There was much glare, and several of the party 
felt their eyes affected thereby. Our progress was slow, and difficult, 
travelling over packed ice of various thicknesses, and amongst. hummocks. 
After lunch proceeded for the western extreme of this land. The travelling 
became more laborious as we advanced; the snow in many places wus deep 
and soft, with a crusted surface, through which both men and sledge sank. 
Passed over some extraordinary ice. I can only compare it to long waves 
suddenly frozen, studded with hemispherical mounds of ice. I believe it 
to be very old floe ice, its surface having been deeply channelled by 
repeated summer thawings ; hence these blue and rounded eminences; but 
cannot understand the long wave-like undulations described by Sir Edward 
Parry as "hill and dale." When passing near these floe pieces on ordinary 
ice, they frequently intercepted our view of the horizon. A recent bear 
traek seen to-day, coming from the westward, also a fox track. 

Encamped at 9.30 A.:II. Took observations. 

0 
h. m. s. 
2 19 30 6"" 16' 10" 

.p 
23 00 N.35° 20' E. 
24 30 3.J 20 
26 15 36 40 
27 35 37 00 
28 30 36 40 
29 45 36 40 
3f 3;i 37 20 

0 

2 32 35 68° 31' 10" 
cp 

2 39 30 N. 40° 30' E. 
40 45 40 20 
41 35 40 40 
42 30 40 30 
43 40 41 20 

East extreme to marl. (to left) - 49' .J-1' 
Mark to west extl'eme (to. lift) - 98 5.J 
West extreme to distant bluff (to left) 2.J- 11 

Noon 27tlt },{ay. 

h. m. s. o 
4 13 58 72° 36' 50" 

cp 
.J 16 00 -- N.64° 30' E. 

18 00 66 00 
19 50 67 00 

2. X 3 

Index errur + 50". 

Altitude cif cliff. 
7' 18' 00" 

Distance 1. mile. 

Eastern e.,.trcme. 

Cape Dundas. 
S.23° 00' E. 

2:; 20 
22 30 

Distant western btuif. 
S.2.; 40 Jr. 

2j 30 
2.J- 20 

LolV and very distant land 
e:dcnds 1° 30' to tltc l'ft 
(if tlte distant bhiff'. 

01 to distant west btliff'. 
51z. 2m. OOs. 117' 42' 

\ 0 to east extreme • 

Cape Dundas. 
511 • .Jill. 35... 64° 9' 30" 

LatiJudc, ';"jO 361 18" N .• 
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0 0 h. m. s. = 
4 26 53 72° 51' 10" 5h. 8m. f Os. 72" 27' 40" 

cf> 
4 3 { 00 -- N.69° O' E. 

32 00 70 0 
33 25 70 20 -

0 

4 37 fO 72° 53' 30" 
40 20 52 20 Mer. alt. nearly. 
43 45 51 20 

cf> 
4 47 45 -- N. 76° 2 0' E. 

48 30 76 30 
49 50 76 00 

0 

4 59 38 72° 36' 50" 

F ortieth Journey. The dazzling brilliancy of the snow has injured the eyes of nearly a!l the 
party. I am most anxious to encamp at an earlier hour, but the d.eme to 
push on, and the spirit evince.d. by the. men, l?revent my shortenmg our 
journeys for that purpose at thIS mterestmg perIod. 

H ours travelled. 9~. 
Encamped for rest, 13h. 
Stopped for luncil,' ~h. 
Distance accomphshcd, 10m. 
Wind, \V.N.' V. calm. 
'Veather, 5 to O. P .M. Calm and warm all day. 
Temp. 13° to 24°. 

Forty. fil' st Journey. 

Started at lOh. 40m. This land still presents cliffs of exactly. similar 
appearance and height t? those already. passed. Our ro~te contmues as 
difficult as it was prevIOus to encampmg. On reachmg the western 
extreme found better travelling inshore. This extreme is a point under a 
cliff, and is five miles from last encampment. Rounded it, and opened out 
another cliff distant It mile, a large ravine and low point lying between. 
There was much coal along this shore. It was harder and heavier than 
that met with to the eastward. 

Hours travelled, 10. 
Encamped. I I tho " 
Stopped for lunch. 'trh. 
Distance :lccompli::.hcd, 12 m. 
'Vinn, calm. 
'Veather, h.c.v. 
T emp. 180 to 52°. 

~ 
o 
U') . 

~~ 
g ;!~ 
A .~C'I 

Halted to lunch off this point at 3h.30m. A.M. of Wednesday, 28th May. 
Took observations. h. m. s. 10 to distant western btl/if - 8 11 0 --

Distant western bluff to cape just passed (to lift) 
1st point to distant blllif (to left) 17" 48' 0" 
2d point ditto · 54 30 0 
3d point ditto 65 28 0 

100° 6' 00" 
149 36 00 
I ndex error + 50". 

h. m. s. 
L oom of land seen 3° to lift qf distant western bluff. 

o 
8 50 40 - - 28° 17' fO" 

53 45 32 30 
B earing ofcapejust rounded N. 66° E. 

" distant west bluff S. 18° 51' W. 
'" <:> 0 

~ :; After luncheon the sledge continued alongshore, the travelling impro-
1 § ~ ving as it advanced, but the snow was soft . 
.., g ~ I walked to the highest part of a cliff, about half a mile north of our 
]. ~ Luncheon Point. The morniug was beautifully clear, and from this elevation 
.., ~ ~ of600 or 700 feet saw Banks' L and. Its eastern extreme was indistinct, but 
~ ~; its western extreme terminated abruptly . 
~ i ~ Banks' L and appears to be very lofty, with steep cliffs and large ravines, 
'go ~ <l as about Cape Dundas. I could make out the ravines and snow patches 
~ ." " upon the cliffs distinctly with my glass. 
"" ~ . From the remarkable bluff first seen, the newly-discovered land runs 
= ~;;; away to the north -east, forming a strait or gulf into which we are travel

;,<: i ~ ling. To the left of the bluff first seen it trends away considerably to the 
-%' ir north of west. 

l ~: T his land doe~ .not prese~t st~ep cliffs! but a bold and deeply indented 
~ ~ gl coa~t, the land r~smg to the .mtenor, and mtersected by valleys, rather than 
~ 'C> ravmes . The distant bluff IS a noble headland. Beyond it I distinguished 

.§ very high and distant land, extending 5° 20' to the left. The angle sub-
~ ;::,;: tended between this distant extreme and the western extreme of Banks' 
g La~~ was 57° ~' . These e~tremes appear to be equally distant from this 
:3 posItIon. JudgIng fr?ID thelr apparent height, the clearness of the atmos-
l phere, and the elevatIOn £i'om which they were seen, I do not think they 
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can be less than twenty leagues distant; they certainly appear to be four 
leagues farther off than the nearest part of Banks' Land. The ice within 
the strait or gulf formed by the remarkable bluff and land extending north
eastward from it, and that which lies without, had a strikingly different 
appearance. Within the distant bluff it bears no indication of pressure or 
current; it a.ppears to be old, and deeply covered with snow, except nume
rous pieces of very old and rugged floe ice, which are frozen in it, and seen 
from this elevation resemble blue patches. But southward of the bluff, 
and extending east and west as far as can be seen, there is a very heavy 

pack. . d' , I . d d I' From these 1U IcatlOns am 1U uce to be leve that to the westward the 
channel continues, whilst to the north. east there is merely a gulf or deep 
arm of the sea. The point on which we lunched, and made observations, 
is in latitude 74° 41 ' N . and longitude 11 4° 26' W. The true bearing of 
the western extreme of newly-discovered land was in 54° 40' W.; the 
distance of remarkable bluff nine or ten leagues, 

Walked for some distance along the top of the cliff. Saw some pieces of 
blueish quartz, some fi'esh tracks of hares, foxes, and ptarmigan, and 
several caterpillars, There were a few very old traces of oxen. On the ice 
a recent bear track was seen. Travelled in side the grounded hummocks 
for the remainder of this night's journey. Snow soft and deep. Outside 
there is deep snow, hummocks, and old blue floe pieces. After passing two 
ravines, this land begins to change its character, becoming lower and less 
steep; the cliffs disappear, and there is a continuous margin of low land, 
which increases in breadth as we advance. 

Encamped at 9h. 20111. on a dry muddy bank. Two silvery gulls, a fox, 
'IN. and several snow buntings seen. 

h. 

2 

2 

2 
3 

h. 

4 

h. 
11 

m. 

27 
29 
31 
32 
47 

58 
00 

2 
3 
3 

m. 

23 
30 
34 
38 
41 
45 
49 

m. 
7 
9 

10 
12 
13 

s. 0 
56-- 68° 3' 50" 
14 68 8 40 

5 18 10 
58 25 40 
15 69 25 50 

Azimuth. 

45 N. 43 20 E. 
20 42 30 
fO 43 40 
10 42 00 
50 43 40 

s. 0 
50 __ 72° 55' 20" 
34 57 10 
52 56 40 
00 56 20 
18 55 00 
25 52 40 
15 50 30 

s. 0 
50 _ _ 36° --:j5I 20" 
31 2 40 
49 35 53 20 

7 43 40 
25 33 00 

Took observations. 

h. rn. s. 

10 to hummoclt - 2 40 0 11 f O 7' 00" 
Hummock to 2d point 32 26 30 

" 
to distant west bltiff 89 42 00 

2d point to f st point 38 56 00 
3d point 12 15 00 

Index error of sextant + 50". 
T empemture + 32°. 

Noon observations. 
A zimuth, 

h. 111. 

4 56 N.75° 00 ' E. 
57 74 00 T emperature + 40°. 
58 74- 00 
59 75 00 

5 00 75 40 

P.M. observatiQns. 

0 1 to 2d point 4h. 17m. 30s.--72° 59'. 
Inde:t· error + 50". 
Temperatu1'e + 32°. 
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The relative distances of pw'ts of the opposite coast f1'om Iw 'e are estimated as follows : 
R emarkable bluff, 25 miles; a point in line, and on this side ~f it, 20 miles; point '=' 

one, 18' ; slopin.'1 hills, 15' ; Apparent I slcmd 01' point three, 13' or 14' ; a 1010 poillt e:ctends :;0 
to tlte left nearly to point one. ~' 

Tltis land is very distinct; toolt angles. '" 
3d point to 2d point 12° 14' 
2d point to 1st point - 37 30 
1st point to remarltable bluff 19 41 

2. X 4 



}'"orty-sc('o,.ul Journey. 
Hours travelled, 9&. 
Encamped, 14-ih. 
Stopped for lu ... ch, tho 
Distance accomplished, I::'. 
'Vind, ('aIm, S.W. 
"Teather, o.b.c.-2 C. 

Temp. 200 to .']OC. 

( 168 ) 

Calm, clear, and warm all day. 
p."r. At two o'clock, temperature in the tent up to 74°, th.e door being 

open at the time. Was obliged to take my blanke.t-bag outside, and ~leep 
in the shade. There the temperature was 52 , owmg to the heat radiated 
fi'om the earth, as the lightest wind felt cool. The land along which we 
are travellino' is of moderate elevation, with gentle slopes along the shore. 
These slope~ are generally barren clay; there is but little vegetation. 

Started at 8h. 55m. p.~r. 
On a point at 9h. 18m. 18 to Luncheon Point, 94° 0'. 
Extreme ifwestern new land to Lllllchenn Pofnt, 760°. ,. 
On another point at 911. 55m. 81 to next pomt, 77 -2t dzstallt. , . , 
Reached this point at 11 h. 30m. Opened Ollt more of the n,!,o land,. lIlcludmfJ pOint 4. 

'Point 4 to point 3, 5/° 4j' 00". The next extreme if tIm land is a low bluifpoint. 
distant 21, miles, with a shallow bay on this side if it. The anfJle from last point measured 
(to the lriC) to the low bluif is 17(J°. 

At midnight, temperature 22°. 
Thursday, 29th May.-This land becomes gradually lower as we 

advance, with a wider margin along shore ; the hummocks also have 
dwindled down to an inconsiderable size. The ice appears to be at least two 
years old. The coast still continues to trend slightly to the right. Reached 
the low bluff at Ih. 10m. Lunched at 2h. 30m. 

TIte next point (distant 1 if mile) to 4th point (to lift) 8° 0' 
Fourtlt point to third point (to lift) - 61 42 

" second point " - 70 35 
" first point (summit) (to l~ft) - - 108 27 

First point (summit) to point A. (to left) 8 8 
" to remarkable bluff (to lqft) 16 16 

A headland opened to tlte lift if remarkable bluff - 2 9 
Fourth point to doubtfulpossa!!e (to left) - 12 20 

" to snowy cape (to lrfi) - 24 00 
Remarkable bb!lf to southern extreme if tltis land - 39 00 
Bearing qf southern extreme C!f this land, S. 51° E. 
BearillfJ iffourtlt point, X 60° n: 

The sledge travelled alongshol'e all night, whilst I walked along the tops 
of the hills viewing the gulf and taking observations. Two hares and a 
few ptarmigan were seen. The female birds are rapidly changing their 
plumage; one seen had acquired about half her summer dress. Passed 
some fresh deer tracks leading to the N. E. The burrows of lemmings are 
extremely numerous. Encamped at ih. Om. on the extreme of a long 
sandy ridge extending towards the fourth point, and forming the southern 
point of the intervening bay. Am of opinion that "point four," either 
is the Cape Hoppner of Parry, or is at a very short distance from it, and 
that the opening to the left of it leads into Liddon's Gulf. 

Noon Observations. 
It. m. s. 8 
4 21 33 73° 2' 30" index error + 50". 

24 55 3 50 TempeTatm'e + 30°. 
27 v,) 4 00 JLA. h. m. s. </> 29 15 3 20 4 42 15 --Y.68° 40'E. 31 2.5 2 50 44 00 69 00 32 45 2 40 45 00 68 40 34 12 2 20 46 00 68 00 

46 40 70 30 
/8 to fourth point 4h. 39m. 15s. 123° 42' 
Fourth point to snowy cape (to lrfi) 27 38 

" third point " 73 25 
" second point " 74 45 
" to next point (to tlte right) 34 30 

Snowy cape to lift extreme - 98 00 

During the last journey, two hares, a fox, a few ptarmigan a seal and a 
recent bear track ,:e.re s~en. The land is ~eneral.ly barren'; only'in the 
most favoured posItions IS there any vegetation whICh bears comparison to 
that eastward of Cape Dundas, and on these spots the old traces of oxen, 
deer, and hares are numerous. Saw the skull of an ox. 
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St~rted at 9h. 50m. un.der.sail for the" fourth point." The land stretchin 
from It to the eastward IS hIgh. g 

Passed three quarters of a mile ~utside a low point, which is 4-k miles 
from ~nd extend~ng towards the pOII~t of our last encampment. Between 
these IS a bay with low shores. ThICk weather; travelling generally by 
compass. 

Two miles farther we rea?hed a bold point extending E. by N. Crossed 
a rather d~ep baJ: between It and the next point, 2-1, miles. The land now 
becomes hIgh as It approaches the fourth cape. -

Range of c1i lT~ , 400 feet high , forming Poin ' 4. E .N.E. 3 mi les. 

Friday, 30th May.-Lunched at 3h. 40m. under the nearest of a range 
of cliffs forming point 4, and which extends for four miles; the land then 
becomes lower, and loses much of its steep slope. Heard the strange 
hunting cry of the fox here. It puzzled the men very much, and was 
by them supposed to proceed from a wild goose, a hawk, or a seagull. 

Very thick fog j off shore only a quarter of a mile, yet see the cliffs at 
long intervals only; the north shore has not been seen at all. Travelled 
chiefly by compass. Set a kite to assist in directing the course. Sail is of 
very great service. The snow is hard, and although the floe is old and 
uneven, we make rapid progress. 

Encamped upon the ice at 9h. 10m. A.M. A strong breeze with snow-drift j 
very disagreeable we:lther. 

Noon j same weather; got an indifferent meridian altitude, which 
places us one mile north of Cape Hoppner. 

The wind continued all day, and snow became loosened and drifted thickly. 
In the evening there was less wind, and clearer weather. Whilst at 

breakfast a wolf approached the tent within rifle di stance. \V ounded him 
severely, and saw him lie down, when a few hundred yards di stant. 

Started at9h.45m. P.M. The sledge proceeded under sail for the left extreme 
of Hooper's Island, whilst I set off to secure my prize j but although hi s track 
was marked with blood, and closely followed for 4~ hours, I could not get 
within shot, so gave up the pursuit. His colour was yellowish white, except 
upon the shoulders and face, where he was dark brown, like the foxes, 
which are likewise changing their coats. His foot print, including the nails, 
measured 5 'inches in length by 4 inches in breadth. He was a lean, gaunt, 
jaded-looking brute, with disproportionately long legs. The wound had 
caused him to vomit up the contents of his stomach, which consisted 
entirely of portions of seal. 

The floe travelled over is tolerably level, but the snow soft and clammy. 
It soon fell calm, and our progress was made very laborious. Before setting 
out from our late encampment in the entrance of Liddon's Gulf, I had 
seriously reflected upon our position, and the number of days provisions 
remaining, and arranged our future proceedings accordingly. The newly 
discovered land extending fi'om Cape Beechey to the westward for at least 
75 miles had destroyed the ardent hope of finding our missing countrymen, 
which had hitherto sustained us. There remained, however, the possibility 
of their ships having wintered on the northern shores of Melville Island, 
and of some of their parties having visited Bushnan Cove, described in 
such glowing terms by Sir Edward Parry, either for the purpose of pro
curing game (of which the north shore is utterly destitute), or as a short 
cut to Banks' Land and the continent. 

I therefore determined to visit it, and return overland to Winter Harbour, 
for which I had just enough provisions remaining. We had now traced the 
coast round from Point Hearne to Liddon's Gulf, in 8~ forced marches. 
This, and the anxiety of the last few days, was beginning to tell upon us aU. 
The absolute necessity for most strictly examining the whole of this dll,oge-

2. Y 

1.OIt itudc, 7.5° 01 -1 311 N 

Fort) ~ t h i rd J ourn ey. 
Hour:> tra \'elled, 103. 
Encampen fa r rest , 1 2~-. 
Stopped fur IU ll ch, !. 
DI.~tn ll cl' a('C(lmpli~ l~edJ 18 m. 
Wind, 3- 6. W. S.W 
,,'catlie r, ('.IIl. f . 

T em p. ~OO (u :13°, 
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rous coast, and as much of the ice and opposite lands as could be seen from 
the hill tops, as well as the frequent use ?f sextant and .spyglass, afforded 
me constant and active employment. NeIther were we alto&,ether free from 
snow blindness. It was evident that a day's rest was reqUired, but this I 
felt it prudent to defer until Winter Harbour was reached, as the season 
was now so far advanced that a single warm day would so soften and thaw 
away the snow as to render sledge travelling over the land impracticable. 

Most of the hill tops between Cape Dundas and Cape Hoppner, and 
also on the south shore of this gulf, are bare and muddy, the annual diR
solving snows washing them down, and giving them a rounded form. Every 
gentle slope facing the s?uth, and l?rotected from the rush of water off 
higher lands, is covered mth vegetatIOn. Frag~ents of coal are ve~y fre
quently met with; and at the mouth of a rav.me, on the south ~lde of 
Liddon's Gulf, I saw some of a much better qualIty than any I had hItherto 
seen; in it there was a considerable quantity of iron pyrites. 

Tltese observations were taken at encampment before starting. South-eastern point oj 
gulf, X 39° IT:; left tangent of Hooper's Island, N. 57° Jr.; Cape Edwards, N. 70· 11:; 
centre 0/ dar" cliff in Barry Bay, S. 62° n: 

.p 
2h. 20m. 20s. -- (means) S.22° 30' H: 

A blaff cape at north entrance, S.22' E. The cliffs just clear 0/ Cape Hoppner, and /Q 
the right o/it, S. 6/)' 40' E. 2h. 46m. Os. /0 to Cape Hoppner, 9So 30'. 

Saturday, 31st May.-Haltcd to lunch at 3h. 15m. lUI.; took observa
tions. 

Cape Hoppner, S. 5So 7' E. Cape Edwards, S. 46° TV. 
Left tangent, Hooper's Island (for which have travelled direct 

from Cape Hoppner), X. 5So 5' H: 
Left tangent 'if island to X.E. point o/glllf(to left) 7' 55' 

" Cape Ecllcards (to left) - 77 IS 
" dar" cliff SI 2S 

Angle between Capes at entrance 23° 30'. Cape Edwards to Cape Hoppner 10:;' 16' 
Left tangent, island to S.E. point Left tangent 0/ island to next 

0/ gulf 12' f 5'. point (to rigltt) 24° 0' 

Cape Edwards, Encamped at 9 A.M. on the ice, unable to reach the island, owing to 
S.13° .Jo'E. 

-;;:-~---:---;;-;,.----;- the softened state of the snow. Men much fatigued. Towards evening 
Dfl t(lngent 0/ Hooper'S the wind freshened from west; but the weather continued dull and over-

Island, D' h f d' 
N.57' 30' TV. cast. unng t e day nearly a gallon 0 water was made by sprea mg 

a black cloth over the sledge, and sprinkling snow upon it from time to 
time. To the left of the dark cliff in Barry Bay a deep arm runs in to the 
north (true). It was open when seen from our last encampment, but 
closed in at our luncheon place. 

Forty-fourth Journey. 
Hours travelled, lO~. 
En('amp~d, 13~. 
Stopped for lunch, ~. 
Distance accomplished, 1:1' 
\Vind, ~. 'Y.S.'Y. 
"'ea.ther, c.m .. ~. 
Temp. '2:;" tu ~OO. 

Outside Liddon's Gulf the snow is level, with but few hummocks, and 
scarcelJ: any indication of pressure. There are a few old floe pieces, and 
when VIewed from a hill they are easily distinguished from the white mass 
in which they are frozen. Within the gulf there are none of these; the ice is 
more level, but is also of more than one year's growth. Our tallow and 
blubber being all expended, we have only one lamp (spirit) to cook with, 
and to save delay at starting have done away with tea for breakfast, but 
continue our usual allowance of stewed musk ox beef. We anticipate a 
supply of fucl in the remains of Parry's cart, the greater part of which 
was left when Bushnan Cove was discovered in 1820. 

Started at 10h. 30m. P.~[. for the west point of Bushnan Cove. 
Sunday, 1st June.-Reached the point, and encamped upon it at 2h.20r0. 

A.~I. Lunched. Leaving two men to prepare supper, for which purpo~t 
they were to collect the withered stems of willows which are numerous 
h~re, I took the s:edge and the other four men up the cove, in search of 
SIr Edward Parrys encampment of the lIth June 1820. On reaching the • 
ravine leading into the cove we spread across and walked up, and easily 
found the encampment, although the pole had fallen down. The very 
accu:ate a~count published of his journey saved us much labour in finding 
the tm cylmder and ammunition. The crevices between the stones piled 
over th~m were filled with ice and snow, the powder completely destroyed. 
and cylmder eaten through with rust and filled with ice. From the extreme 
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difficulty of descending into such a ravine with any vehicle, I supposed 
that the most direct route, where all seemed equally bad, was selected· 
therefore sent the men directly up its north bank in search of the wheels; 
which were left where the cart broke down. They fortunately found them 
at once. Erected a cairn about the remains of the wall built to shelter 
the tent; placed a record in it, in one tin case within another. We then 
collected a few relics of our predecessors, and returned with the remains 
of the cart to our encampment. An excellent fire had been made with 
willow stems, and upon this a kettle containing Parry's cylinder was placed. 
As soon as. the ice was thawed out of it, the record it contained was care
fully taken out. I could only just distinguish the date. Had it been in a 
better state of preservation, I would have restored it to its lonely position. 
Some tin canteens or water bottles were found. They were bright on the 
outside, but wet had lodged within, and rust had eaten small holes through 
all of them. The ammunition consisted of musket and pistol ball cartridge, 
packed in a preserved-meat tin, which fell to pieces as we attempted to lift 
it. The water had lodged about it, and the powder was reduced to a dark 
paste. In his account of this journey, Sir Edward Parry mentions a 
"sumptuous meal of ptarmigan" which his party enjoyed at this place. 
Their bones were still strewed about the encampment, and I was astonished 
at their fi'esh appearance; they were not decayed, but merely bleached, 
and snapped like the bones of a bird recently killed. 

Found water along the beach at the head of Bushnan Cove, but it was 
too salt to drink. There appeared to be but little vegetation; the most 
common plant was the willow, and it bore no sign of returning spring. 
Found growing here the plant" telmgonrt andromeda," the same, I be
lieve, that Mr. Rae used as fuel during his winter at Repnlse Bay. It is 
somewhat remarkable that we have not met with it elsewhere since entering 
Lancaster Sound. A few ptarmigan were seen, and a dead lemming picked 
up, but no other indications of animals were met with, except the track 
ofa fox. 

There was much snow on the ground, which contrasted strongly ',\'ith 
the dark, steep, and rugged sides of this remarkable ravine, and heightened 
its grand but rather forbidding appearance. Later in the season, there 
must be a very strong heat reflected from its lofty sides, and which would 
account for the forward state of vegetation found here in 1820. 

The portions of the cart which we brought away furnished us with a 
sufficiency of fuel for four days. One of the tin vessels was found to con
tain a mixture of tallow and linseed oil, and had been used, I suppose, to 
grease the cart wheels. 

I had intended to mount my sledge on the cart wheels, and attach the 
pole as to a hand-cart, and thus render our retreat across the land inde
pendent of the snow, but found the hole in the nave too small to receiYe 
a wooden axletree. The wheels were therefure broken up; the naves, iron 
rims, and other iron work of the cart, (including linch-pins and washers, 
still tied together as we found them,) were left beside a cairn which we 
erected on this point above our encampment. Deposited a record in the 
centre of this cairn. As usual, the wind freshened during the day. 

P.M. Started at 9 o'clock. The sledge travelled directly across the gulf, 
whilst I walked over Hooper's Island. 

The weather soon became misty, and prevented any observations being 
made upon the eastern and unexplored portion of this gulf. My intention 
had been to pass into it, and seek a shorter overland route than that 
adopted by Sir Edward Parry; but I had scarcely rejoined my party when 
the weather became very thick, with snow, which thawed as it fell upon our 
clothes, therefore the beaten track was determined upon, and the head 
of this gulf continues a blank upon the chart. It probably ends in a bay 
of inconsiderable depth, as its shores are extremely low. 

Monday, 2d June.-Halted to lunch at 4h. A.M., on the bank of the 
lagoon mentioned by Sir Edward Parry. Very gloomy dark weather. Saw 
a fox, and heard his peculiar cry, which may easily be mistaken for that 
of a wild goose. We had frequently heard this strange sound before, 
but had not seen the animal from which it was proceeding. The fox is a 
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Folty-fifth .rounll~~" 
Hour" encamped, 13. 
Travclled, 4. 
Stopped for lunch. 
Distance accompli-;ncd, '";', 
Wind, 4 W. 
lVeather. ('.~. 
Temp. ;2.'):' to ~.)::,. 
DctHined ~xaminin.~ BIIshnan 
Cove. 



Forty .. sixth Journey. 
Hours travelled, 8t. 
Encamped for rest, 14. 
Stopped for lunch. t. 
Distance accomplished, tOil. 
Wind, calm, 4. variable. 
Weather,o.g.s.c. 
Temp. 23,0 to 35°. 

Forty .. <;.eventh Journey. 
Hours travelled, 9. 
Encamped for rest, 14-i. 
Stopped for lunch, ~. 
Distance accomplished, 10'. 
'Vind, O. to 5. eas.terly. 
Weather, o.c. 
Temp. 17° to 25('. 
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good ventriloquist; it is difficult to judge whence or fro~ 'Yh~t distance 
the sound issues. Having heard it so often, ~ suppose this IS ltil natural 
cry when seeking its prey, although Captam Lyons states that they 
imitate the cry of the wild goose. 

When crossing the inlet a small seal was seen. After lunch, proceeded 
up a hollow between two ranges of low hills, until6h. A.M., when finding the 
snow was wetting our clothes through, we encamped on a mossy bank. It 
looked so soft and refreshing, and to us so beautiful, after our long residence 
upon the ice, that thc men at once named it Mount Ple~sant. Since landing 
a few ptarmio'an have been secn, also several caterpillars, the. track of a 
hare and sk~ll of a musk ox. In breaking off the horns from the latter 
we found they were solid for more than two thirds from their tips. During 
the day there was a fresh breeze and clcar weather: . The frequent calling 
of ptarmigan reminded us of the novelty of our positIOn. 

P.M. Wind fell light. 
Took bearings upon a hillock, one third if a mile to the S.lV. (true) if our encampment. 
Cape Edwards, S. 1So 20' n: Head of Buslman Cove, S. 21° 50' E. Extremesoj' HooptI, 

Island, S. 5° E. -- S. 7" 10' E. 

Started at 8h. P.~I., and continued to proceed up the slope. Reached an 
extensive plain, slightly inclined towards the eastern part of Liddon's Gulf, 
and travelled direct for Winter Harbour. The land is almost entirely 
covered with snow. Upon this plain a few ridges only are bare, and the 
snow generally is hard. On the average the sledge runners sink about 
two inches into it. 

Saw six deer, which darted off directly we attempted to approach them. 
An hour afterwards four deer were seen crossing the plain towards us. By 
remaining perfectly still, they approached us with more of curiosity than 
fear, until within 100 yards, when I shot a young buck. The wounded 
animal quietly laid down, and the others seemed unconscious of danger. 
As we advanced he made an effort to escape, and whilst the men were em· 
ployed skinning and cutting him up, the others trotted round us two or 
three times before they finally deserted their fallen companion. 

These deer were nearly white, and without antlers. The one killed had 
horns of two inches in length, still covered by the skin. His weight was 
estimated at 80 or 90 lbs. The hair came out on being touched. 

Tuesday, 3d June.-Lunched at 40 minutes past midnight. Encamped 
at half past five. 

h. m. tfJ 
Cape Edwards S. 5° 40' n: 10 50 X.52° 00' TV. 

51 52 20 
Bushnan Cove S. 19° 20' n: 53 51 40 

54 51 30 

Thc wind fi'cshened up, and blew strongly all day, but, as usual, it 
moderated towards evening. 

Started at 7h. 50m. P.~I. Sun rarely visible. At 9 o'clock made out Table 
Hill, and Parry's monument upon it. Crossed a wide but shallow ravine, 
running from east to west. 

To the east, Bounty Cape is the highest land visible. A range of hills 
extcnd from it to the north·westward. 

To the westward, land of moderate height extends from the southern 
shore of Liddon's Gulf to Cape Providence. 

'y!th the exc~ption o~ Table Hill and a few other slightly elevated 
pOSItIOns, all the mtcrmedJate land is low and level yet sufficiently undu· 
lated to distinguish it from a plain. ' 

Wednesday, 4th June.-Lunched shortly after midniO"ht. Thc wind 
fre~hening up from .the S.E. ; ~ontinued dark and gloo~y weather. At 
3 0 clock, when passmg one mile north of Table Hill took two men up 
with me to seek for records. Found that much of the monument had 
fallen down, its height being barely six feet. As there was no indication 
of its having been visited since its erection, I did not remove the whole of 
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it, a labour which would have cost us several hours, to search for the 
record it covers, but examined the centre of it. Rebuilt it up to eight feet 
high, and placed. a record i? it near the top. .The stones near the base, 
which had contmued undisturbed, were partially covered with scanty 
lichens, and the crevices filled with snow. Proceeded until 5 o'clock 
when the weather obliged us to encamp. ' 

During this night'~ journey the snow.'vas harder than for several nights Fort)·oip;hth ")Jr"ey. 

past, and our travelling was less labOrIOUS. As day advanced the wind I~ours travelled, 8i· 
. d t t . 1 t 1 'th t 1 thO k d·ft Th' ~.neamped for rest 1,) mcrease 0 amos VIO en ga e, WI • ex reme .y IC snow- n. IS Stopped for lunch: t." . 
was much the most severe gale expenenced durmg our absence from the Distance acoomplished, 9'. 

h· Ad t d t' t t th t b' bl d Wind. 2. to 10. S.E. SIp. Op e every precau IOn 0 preven e ten emg own own. Weather, o.c., o.c.'j. 

~.M. Confined to the tent. Towards midnight the gale decreased ~::ke~5"8toh~~:~ by • my 

rapidly. Prepared to start. severe gale of wind. 

Thursday, 5th June.-Started at 2h. A.M. for Winter Harbour. Wind 
rapidly falling light. Saw a herd of thirteen musk oxen. Succeeded in 
getting within 100 yards with the sledge, and wounding two of them 
before they gallopped off. Knowing that they would not go far, we did 
DOt follow them, but continued to our journey's end. Passed into Winter 
Harbour through the west ravine, and encamped close to the remarkable 
mass of sandstone near its entrancc at 6 o'clock. 

Our noisy approach disturbed a hare from under the lee of this huge 
rock. She came towards us, and sat quietly within 20 yards for some 
time, then retired to her home beneath it. 

Still overcast, with a strong S.S.E. wind. 

Got an indifferent set of sights. 

h. 0 m. s. 
11 59 53 56° 10' 50" 
12 00 17 40 Jndex error +55". 

2 5 25 40 Temperature 3ZO. 
2 59 32 00 _\0 to Bounty Cape. 3 43 37 20 

12h. 5m. 40s. -- 47° 37' 00" 

The low land sUlTounding Winter Harbour and the harbour ice were so 
completely covered with snow that it was with difficulty the one could be 
distinguished from the other. The men were quite at a loss, and when 
told they were in Winter Harbour, dryly remarked that" it well deserved 
the name." I determined to rest here for one day. 

A large gull and a ptarmigan seen. Had supper and rest. 
It blew strongly all day, but, as the sun got up, thawing went Oil 

rapidly, and the snow ceased to drift. 
In the evening, after breakfast, set off in various directions ; the men in 

search of traces of the former expedition or expeditions, and I went after 
the wounded oxen. Found and shot one of them (which provcd to be a 
cow) about three miles off. Saw three deer, with antlers, feeding on the 
hills overlooking Winter Harbour; also two flocks of ducks, and a bird 
which I supposed to be a grey plover; also a sandpiper. A few ptarmigan 
seen. Three were shot close to the tent. Heard the whistling and scream
ing of several birds. The men were unable to find the grave of:1 seaman 
who died here in 1820. They found the site of the obsen'atory, dug the 
sno\\' off it, and picked up several small pieces of coal, wood, broken glas, 
and crockery, nails, and a domino. The observatory was oblong, 40 feet 
by 16 feet, and had a pr~jection 5 feet square at its north-west end. Upon 
the site, which was only indicated by the mound of earth raised up round 
the walls of the observatory, a few scanty tufts of grass were grO\ving. 

Found all this low land to be deeply co\'ered with snow. 
The inscription cut upon the southern face of the sandstone rock by 

Mr. Fisher appeared quite fresh; scarcely any of the minute black lichen 
which abundantly covers the rock had grown into the letters. The bright 
red lichen (lecanora elep;ans'/) is nearly as plentiful, but appear~ to be of 
slower growth, as it had not crept into any of the letters. 

2. Y 3 --
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Cut the fi gures 1851 upon its south-west face, near Mr. Fisher's 
inscription. 

Rema rkable Sandstone mass at th e entrance of vl 'inte r H arbour, JO reet high, 22 fe et 
long, 7 or 8 fee t broad. 

We are on the most fi'iendly terms with our neighbour, the hare. She 
regards us with the utmost confidence, has been bopping about the tent all 
day, and \y ill almost allow the men to touch her; not wishing to have her 
liberty infringed, I have been obliged to reason some of the men out of 
their de ire to carry her back to t he ship as a " pet £i'om Winter H arbour." 
I have never seen any animal in its natural state so perfectly fearless of 
man, and there can scarcely be a more convincing proof that our missing 
countrymen bave not been here. A ptarmigan alighted on the rock, and 
was shot, \\' ithout in the least disturbing puss as she sat beneath it. After 
lunch sent a party to fetch the hinder-quarters of the cow. A few of the 
pri ncipal dimensions of the musk oxen shot were taken, and are shown in 
the following table. 

Table of Dimensions taken. 

I\ Ieasurements. Bull. Bull. Cow. Cow. 

------
ft. in. ft. in. ft. in. ft. in . 

] ~ ~ .~ F rom base of horns to root of tail - 7 2 5 10~ 5 2 .5 4 
Wid th of the base of horns m~asur~d i 0 ll t .e fi° .,g 

long itudinally - - - - g~~~ 

Base of hol'lls ( including th eir wid lh) } f .sJJE .§ 
to the nose - - - 1 ]O } - 1 4t - .2 E '0 .= 

H oo f to tip of shoulder - - - 4 9 4 7 4 It - .5 7.. ~.~ 
Hind hoof to top of rump - - - 4 3 - - - ~ ~ ~ g 
Corn er of mouth to ey e - - - 0 ]0 0 10 0 9 - ~ ~-5 r: 

~ ::; e'J r:: 
Round of mu zzle above the nostrils - I 9 1 9 I 7 - E'~8 § From one eye to th e other - - 0 II i - 0 9 -
Hound of fore leg, just above th e ho~f} 

~ ~] ..... 
0 7 0 7~ 

:.. ....... ~ 
( fetlock ? ) - - - - - ]g~=a 

Width of fore hoof - - - 0 4l 0 41. 0 3i - ~~.oa 
I Is circumference 

2 2 ~ ~~g - . - - I 4 1 3i- I 1 -
Width of bind hoof 0 3'- 3.} 

rJ) CD ~ ... - - - 4 - 0 - c~.;~ 
From tip to tip of horns - - - 2 8 2 31. 1 3! - e ]~ ~ 
L eng th of each horn 2 3 

4 2 

.8 ~ ~~ - - - 2 0 1 7 -
L ength of tai l - - - - 0 2 - 0 Ii - ~~ .~ ; 

._"iii .c 

P.M. observations 5th June, Bounty Cape, N. 64° 20' "T. 
Azimuth. 

Watch. </> 
h. m. s. 
f 7 5 S. 1° 20' E. 

8 5 0 40 
8 50 f 00 

fO 30 0 40 
11 40 0 30 



Azimuth. cp 
h.71I. s. 

6 30 35 8.80° 20'W. 
3f 50 80 40 
32 55 80 20 
34 00 80 00 
35 50 80 00 
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A.M. Observations, 6th June. 
Azimuth. 

lz. m. s. 

8 45 35 N.67° 
46 30 67 
47 40 67 
48 45 67 
50 fO 68 

Index error + 50". 
Temperature 23°. 

cp 

20' TV. 
40 
20 
40 
40 

Watch fast 4lz. 20' nearl!!. 

For Time. 

lz. m. s. 0 
= 

9 2 22 33° 37' 50" 
3 12 42 10 
4 25 50 40 
5 14 54 00 
6 28 34 6 00 
7 18 11 .50 
8 25 19 80 

Friday, 6th June.-A fresh S.S.E. wind all day j cold, raw, and hazy 
weather. Having burnt the last of the cart, gathered enough willow to 
cook two meals. The ice in Winter Harbour is remarkably smooth; it is 
evidently last winter's ice only. Across the entrance somewhat rougher ice 
has pressed in, and forms a distinct line of contact. 

P.)[, John Salmon complained of violent pain in his chest, and difficulty 
in breathing. It was agreed by the men that his complaint was "wind in 
the stomach," and peppermint drops were recommended, but wc were not 
provided with this medicine; and supposing he had eaten something which 
disagreed with him, administered half a gallon of warm salt water (obtained r",t\"'ninth .loumH. 

b h · It t . ) d th" . a" d d IJours tr~"elled. 4. . Y t awmg sa -wa er Ice , an IS, actmg as an emetic, auor e some Encamped for req. so. 
relief. At this time we had neither pepper nor salt; but, subsequently, Stopped for lunch,? 

h h d 1 fb h S 1 h d d k f 1· l' Distallceat'complishe(L 5'. 
W en we a p enty 0 ot, a mon a a sccon attac' 0 t l1S comp amt, Wiud, I to 6. S.S.E. 

and told me he cured it in half an hour by swallowinO' a laro-e drauo-ht of ~\'cather. c.g.o. 
t"! b 0 Temp. ~:;'-' to ~),~C. 

pepper and salt. Dark gloomy weather. After brcakfast gathered enough Detainc'd one whole day for 

willow to serve us for one day. rc-t. 

---_._----

Left a record on the top of the sandstone block, and started on our 
homeward journey at 8h. 30m. Salmon was better, and walked beside the 
sledge. Travelled for the low point south of Fife Harbour j reached it 
at lOh. 20m., and found the pile of stones raised over a record left here by 
Sir Edward Parry. Removed the stones, and after digging two feet down 
reached a bottle. By gradually scraping away the hard fi'ozen earth from 
about it with the point of a knife, a work which required considerable time 
and patience, succeeded in getting it out unbroken. The impression on 
the cork (Hecla) in red sealing wax was perfect. The next difficulty i\'a, 
to get the paper out. It was a half-sheet of foolscap, loosely rolled, an(l 
had expanded when dropped into the bottle. Rolled it up tight by means 
of two splinters of wood, as with a curling tong", amI. then drew it out. 
This record was in perfect preservation. Copied it, and baying written the 
object of our visit, and the date upon it, replaced the whole as il'e found 
it, and added considerably to the size of the cairn. The following i, ~l. 
copy of this record :-

" His Britannic Majesty's Ships 
HECLA, 

William Edward Parry, Commander, 
and 

GRIPER, 

Matthew Liddon, Commander, 
anchored in these roads 

September 5th, 1819. 
From thence the boats landed and took possession of the coast 

in the name of King George the Third, 
whom God preserve. 

\V. E. PARRY, Lieut. and Commallder.~ 
Proceeded at Ilh. 50m., and travelled direct for Bounty Cape. 
Saturday, 7th June.-At Ih.15m. A.M. reached a neck ofland connecting 

a low stony projection with a point (Point Wakeham). Found a deep ba:' 
on its eastern side. Lunched. 

Bounty Cape to point ill bay, f 2 So. Poillt in bay to Table Hil1, :;::'. 
Poillt in ba!! to Cape Halse (to the right), f f 4r. 

2. Y 4 



Fiftieth Journey. 
Hours travelled, 8. 
Encamped for rest, lSi. 
Stopped for lunch, 1. 
Di"tance accomplished, 15', 
Wind 1 to S S.S.E. 
'Veather.o.g.c. 
Temp. 23° to sO". 

( 176 ) 

Reached Cape Halse at 4h.15m. Encamped on a gravel ridge at 5h.Om. 

On Cape Halse. 
Luncheon Point to point in bay (to right) 260

• 

Point in bay to apparent head oj ditto, 15° (to right). 

At encampment. Bounty Cape, N. 59° 25' E. West point of deep bay, S. 83° 0' E. 

Found a number of small insects in a decayed bone of a deer. The ice in 
and about Fife Harbour was old; its surface deeply channelled by summer 
thawinO's and difficult to travel over. In the large bay between Cape 
Halse ~~d Point Wakeham the ice was very smooth. Found the snow 
everywhere hard. Three silvery gulls seen. 

P.~l. Started at 8h. 40m. Dark heavy sky; a little snow falling. Found 
the snow vcry much softened and wet, particularly on the fresh water ice and 
land. At 9 o'clock came upon our former track, and followed to our depot 
under Bounty Cape. The ice very smooth. Travelled at the rate of two 
miles an hour. Reached the dep6t at 1h. 35m. A.M. of 

The temperature of this water SUl}.day, 8th June.-Lunched. Found several ponds of fresh water under 
was + S6°, the air 33°. Bounty Cape, and enjoyed the first drink for the year 1851 without the aid of 

kettle and spirit lamp. Several silver.y gulls, two geese, two ri~g dotterels, 
some sandpipers, ducks, and ptarmigan seen. Two ptarmigan and a 
dotterel shot. Saw two musk ox skulls and a few fox tracks. 

Fifty.first Journey. 
Hours travelled, 6!. 
Encamped for rest, 15k· 
Stopped for IUDch, -!. 
Distance accomplished, 11 i/· 
Wind,l S. 
Weather, c.r. 
Temp. 33° to 36°. 

Found our provisions safe. Removed them, and proceeded. Travelled 
round a low point, off which are two islets. 

Thick fog came on. Encamped on a muddy flat, at 3h. 40m. 
Examined the carcasses of the oxen shot near here. They had been a 

good deal torn by foxes and gulls, but neither bears nor wolves had touched 
them. 

Passed a wolf's track to.day. Gathered enough willow to supply us for 
one day. Foggy weather all day. Several flocks of brent geese seen. Their 
loud cackling, the screaming of gulls, and whistling of phalaropes, fre
quently awoke us. The southern slopes under Bounty Cape are covered 
with grass and deep moss; turf might be cut here in considerable quan
tities; saxifrage is abundant, and sorrel was found there, as at every other 
place we have landed. Its leaves oflast year are now appearing fi'om under 
the snow, but are withered and tasteless. 

P.M. Started at 8h. 30m. Travelled direct for Dealy Is,and. Found the 
snow and ice very much decayed. The hard blue hummocks are no longer 
slippery, and now afford the best walking. The effect of this warm and 
moist atmosphere is very surprising. 

Saw eight or nine seals, most of them of immense size, and strangely 
mottled. There was only one cub seen. 

Monday, 9th June.-Lunched at one o'clock. Weather sufficiently clear 
to see aU round the inlet. 

The clear weather was only of short duration. The fog returned, and 
when we reached Dealy Island no other land was visible. Encamped in 
our former position at 4h. 30m. Shot a brent goose. 

There is a yast deal of gneiss and granite in small fragments of every 
"ariety of colour. Itis mixed with the loose sandstone soil. 

A dull, misty day, almost calm. 

Started at 7h. 15m. Reached Luncheon Point at 9 o'clock, and travelled 
alongshore. Near this point I saw some large stones placed, as if for a 
habitation, 10 feet by 6 feet in extent. About 50 yards from these ten or 
twelve l~rge stones were built. up i? a square form, upon a large sa~dstone 
bloc~. fhey were cov.ered .wlth. hche!l~ (except on the underneath side), 
showmg they had remamed III thiS pOSItIon for a very long time. 

These stones must have been built up as I found (and left) them by 
human hands; but the ot.hers may have been so arranged by a forced-up 
mass of ice, long since dissolved. They were 20 or 30 yards from the 
beach. 
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At lOh. 15m. came in sight of Point Palmer. Lunchec1. at midnight. 
Tuesd~y, 10th June.-Light east winds; misty weather. Some flocks 

of king ducks seen. An hour after luncheon came to the remains of two 
Esquimaux habitations, consisting of circles of stones almost buried in the 
soil, and covered with moss. Amongst a collection of stones close by I 
found portions of the skulls of two musk oxcn. They were very much 
decayed, and without horns. 

When under the cliffs, one mile and a half from Point Palmer, found heay\, 
hummocks pressed in, which obliged us to pass outside. The travelling was 
good; ice level, and snow had melted off it, and formed pools of water. 

Rounded Point Palmer in a very thick fog, and encamped on its north- . 
t 'd t 3h 1 ~ A 1 8h t r. It' It Flfty.second Journey eas Sl ea. am. lare seen. 0 a lema e p armlgan. S slimmer HOUT> tra,·dled. 7',. . 

plumage was nearly perfect; the male was perfectly white. Encamped for rest; ISl. 
• • Stopped for lun('h, "'-. 

Calm day, wIth thIck dry fug. At 11 o'clock, temperaturc III the lJi"anee accolllpli,l;ed. 1~'. 
tent 62°. Was obliged to bring my bag outside, and sleep III the ~~~~~ll;r.s~.I~~lterl). 
open au. Temp. 3~0 to ~90. 
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After breakfast, directed the sledge to proceed across the hay to am 
depot of 14th of May, and set off' alone to trace it round, and explore 
Be\·erley Inlet, at 7 o'clock. 

E:r:aminalion if SI'flle BO!I and Be,w/y II/let. 

I N LET 

SKEYN£ BAY 

Pl. ROSS 

Base, POi11i Palmer (0 Poi,,/ Ross, 13 miles. 

Crossedfi'OII1 encampml!1lt to opposite side of little ba!l, ~ths n.f a mile, 10 ~;? 1. poinl, 
Ilh.57711. 0/ to westpoint if inlet, 94° 40' 121t.1711. /0 toroc!t(x)onPozntPaimer, 
12.9° 40'• 

Proceeded to point 2. 
fIt. 42m. 10 to rock on Point Palmer, 1400 15'. Rock is 40 0' open to left n.f 

point (. Beverly Inlet just closed ill.' Rock to east extreme, 17° 25 ' (Q. 71° :2,jI). 
Proceeded to point 3. 

31t. (6m. /0 to point 2, (03° 10. Point:2 tll rock, 3,,0 10'. Rocl, to east 
e.rtreme, 57° 30'. 3/t. G ,;m. 01 to It'est point (!f BCl'erly II/iff, 4-1' 0'. 

2. Z 
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Proceeded to west point /1 Beverly Inlet. .' 
Point 3. on with extreme 0/ Point Palmer, the angle between the pOints at entraJlCe, 

21" 0'. Rncp. to point 4 (measured to the right,) 202
0 

35'. Bearing of rock, 
N. 58' E. 

Proceeded to point 4. 
East point 0/ entrance jllst cloud in with west point. Point 5, S. 33

0 W. 
Proceeded to point 6. 

Point 5, N. 22° E. Point 7, S.1f: by W. 
Found a very secure harbour on the west side of Skene Bay (inside point 

2. in eye sketch). Saw the remains of three Esquimaux habitations on a low 
point at western entrance of Beverly's Inlet. About them I saw the bones 
of seal and musk oxen. Went nearly t.o the head of the inlet. Its shores 
are very lofty, and so steep that vegetation cannot exist, except across the 
top, from which a broad valley recedes to the northward. Notwithstanding 
its precipitous sides, I do not think it has any great depth of water, from 
the immense discharge of water loaded with earthy particles from the 
valley and many large ravines which empty into it. 

The largest ravine i;:; near the entrance on the eastern side. In the inlet' 
I saw the tracks of some reindeer, a gull, a snow bunting, and four geese. 
Its appearance is barren, desolate, and forbidding. 

Returned alongshore to the depot, reaching it by 8h. 30m. A.M. of 
\r ednesday, lIth J une.-The sledge had arrived some hours before me, 

and the men had dug up our provisions, and pitched thc tent on the east 
side of the ravine. Whilst walking round Skene Bay, I saw seven or eight 
hares, several geese and ptarmigan, a lestris parasiticus (brown boatswain 

Fif,,-ti,i,d Journey, bird), some small sandpipers, and two ring dotterels. Although shells are 
Honr>; trnvl,lIe I, 7,L, 
Enpamped f01" re.,: 14. to be found on almost every part of these coasts, I have not seen them 
S'opped for 11In,"".!. anywhere so plentiful as here. Picked up some with the hinge perfect, close 
])i ... t"IH'l' accomplIshed 9!-', 
Wind. I. vari.ble. to the water which now forms a lane along the shore. Much of our tra-
Wea" p'. h.e. f. veiling this night has been through water. 
Temp. SSo to 44°, B 
D.'.n,ed 5 h"urs removing efore I got back to the tent a very thick fog came on. Fortunately I 
donot "nd "epairing trough, knew my way. 

h. m. s. 
8 59 19 
9 0 13 

12 
,> 50 

S(qhts for time at encampment qf 11 th June. 

It. 111. s. 
1.2 56 53 
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N. B.-Not rz very clear sun. 

Watch/ast on JI.1: 411. Om. uearly. 

p, JI. observations, 1 I til June. 
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52' 38' 50" J ill shade 
32 40 Temperature 1 ~n sun 
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6 20 Indu error + 50", 
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9 10 30 10 to hummock 86' 54' 
Hummock (to lift) to Point Palmer (rock) 93 39 

" (to right) to Point Ross - 52 20 
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1 10 00 S. 14° 30 Eo' 

13 00 15 00 
14 00 14 00 
16 00 13 30 
17 00 12 20 
18 00 12 40 
19 30 11 20 
21 00 12 00 
22 3( 11 30 
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, The day was warm and fine, ~ut mist still hung about the hills, and 
occasionally obscured distant objects. Light southerly airs. For the first 
time since leaving the ship we were able to enjoy a good scrubbing with 
soap and water. The. oppor~ll:nity was not thrown away. After breakfast 
some time was spent m repaIrIng our gutta percha trough. 

Started at lOh. 30m. P.M. Had great difficulty in making pro~ress, 
owing to the sudden bursting out of water from the ravines; the'level 
grounded ice was flooded, and broad streams of one or two miles in length 
generally cut oft· communication with the sea ice. Got forward in the 
best manner we could, by taking advantage of long strips of snow above 
but parallel to the beach. Where these were intersected by ravines, or e,'en 
streamlets, which often formed impassable snowy quagmires (to which 
alone I can compare them), we sought a passage on the grounded ice, or 
outside the hummocks on the floe. Our progress, therefore, was slow and 
very laborious. Saw a phalarope, two boatswain birds, some king duck~, 
,and a fresh bear track. Shot a brace of ptarmigan. The hen was in perfect 
summer plumage, but the cock bird had only just begun to change the 
feather about the head. These birds have begun to lay eggs. 
, Thursday, '12th June.-Lunched at 2h.15m. Some snow falling. Reached Fifty.fourth Journey. 

fc • • f 13th M d d ~h 'fl' k h Hours travelled. 8. our ormer POSItIon 0 ay, an encampe at I . A.M. lIC weat er, Encamped for rest, 14. 

with light southerly winds, all day; snow falling at intervals. Had stewed Stopped for lunch, t· I 

kfi D I d
'· Distance accomplished, !2. 

grouse for brea ast. e aye startmg to repaIr the gutta perch a trough, Wind,! s.W., calm. 

which has now become indispensible. It is very difficult to repair the rents Weather, c.s, f. 
.. Th d d d . d Temp. 3~o to 35°. mIt. ose men e yester ayare open agam to- ay. Detained one hour repairing 

. _____ ~_ gutta perch a trough. 

Started at lOh. P.'!. Foggy weather. 
For the first three hours our road was even worse than yesterday. The ice 

was in many places impracticable, and then we had to drag the sledge over 
bare mud banks. Fortunately the most of these were still fi'ozen, and our 
united strength was only just sufficient to move the sledge over them. We 
then got out on the ice amongst hummocks and pools or lanes of water 
(of temperature 33°). Their ordinary depth was from -1 to 6 inches; but 
there were many places beyond 14 inches, and these were too deep for us 
to cross. For the remainder of this night's journey we found tolerably 
good ice or snow, but with much wet. 

Friday, 13th June.-Lunched at 2h. 45m. Calm and foggy. Encamped 
at 7 o'clock. Thiek fog. 

The land is now stripped of nearly all the snow, and appears to be very 
sparingly clothed with vegetation. Saw some bones of a small whale, 
about :25 feet above the 8ea. The jaw bones were 6 or 7 feet long. At 
noon some rain fell, and towards evening a fresh S. \V. wind sprang up, and 
fog cleared off'. Had our usual" Mel ville Island fare," stewed beet: for 
breakfast. 

Eastern extreme '!f1alld E.Y.E. (trlle), It mile. 

Put on our wet clothes, and started at 9h. P.M.; dark cloudy weather. Only 
a few patches of snow are now remaining on the low land, and but just 
enough on the muddy flats along this shore to enable us to get forward. 
Another day of this warll1moist weather would make our inshore route 
impassable. Outside there are small hummocks, deep soft snow, ancl pools 
of 'y~ter .. At 9h. 45m. came to a snowy flat, and a smooth floe outside. This 
pOSItIOn IS about two miles west of where we first landed. 

East extreme, S.35° 80' 11:- Trest extreme, N. 77" n: 3'. 

Left Melville Island, and travelled for Byam Martin Island. The floe 
looked most promising; it was remarkabl y level, and free from hummocks; 
but we soon found that it was covered with deep soft snow, which filled up 
all the inequalities, and occasioned us fi"e hours of excessive labour t6 
make .about four miles. Frequently the sledge sank so deep in this wet 
adheSIve snow that it became necessary to dig it out. There was mnch 
water on the ice, and our footmarks were quickly filled with delicioub fres!; 
water. 

:2. 

Fifty-fifth Journey. 
Hours tra\'clll·d, st· 
Encamped fur re,t, 14. 
Stopped for lUll h, l' 
Di,tallce ac('otnpli~hl'd, 12'. 
Wind, calm, -t- S. W. 
'Vl"ather, (r._(I.c.g. 
Temp. :34.0 to 35°, 



Fitty-,ixth .Tourney. 
BOlUS travelled. 10. 
}:ncamped for re-.I, 13. 
Stopped for lunch, ~. 
Distance accompli .. hcd, 1-11. 
,,'ind, 4 S. 'V. calm. 
1\"C(llitt.'r, t·. b.c. 
Temp. :H0. 

I;ifty-scvt.'llth Journey. 
Houl's travelled, 9J.. " 
Encamped for rc~t: 14. 
1)tupped for lunch, -!. 
l)i~lallCC act.·omplbhcd, 18'. 
\Vind ~ wc-.terly. 
""cather, 0.5.-0.<". 

1\'1111', J 1° to :)'70. 

( 11:l0 ) 

Whcre the snow was less than a foot deep our feet reached the ice j but 
we frequently sank 15 or 16 inches without reaching it. I estimated its 
thickness as averaging 14 inches. 

Saturday, 14th June.-Lunched at 2h. 30m. A.M. Calm and overcast. 
Byam Martin Island very distinct. Shortly after luncheon got near a 
ridge of hummocks, along which we found ice wdith pools of ~atel', and but 
littlc snow upon it. We were fully prepare .to appreciate and take 
advantage of such an improved route, and made rapid progress. Encamped at 
7h.2.5m. A.M. Added a drink of warm tea to our usual supper of pemmican, 
and fortunately were able to continue it until we returned on board. 

Tooh bearin!ls. 0" 0 

North utreme of Melville Island, S.5 E. Tfest extreme of dlito, S. 68 E. South 
uireme if Byam Martin Island, N. 70° TV. IVhite patclt on nearest part of ditto, 
IV. -! 1\'. North extreme indistinct. 

A few seals were seen and a ptarmigan shot. A fine fresh wind all day, 
which dried our clothes. 

P.~1. Cooked breakfast with scraps of gutta perch a, which burns well. 
As the men wish to takc on board the remainder of our musk ox beef, 
we have returned to pemmican for breakfast. 'Ve have had fresh beef 
almost constantly for breakfast since 19th May, and frequently for supper 
also. Icind we can consume more than one pound of pemmican each 
daily. 

-~~------.--------------

Started at 8h. :3~m. P.M. Found very good ice, with shallow pools of water 
upon it, along the ridges of hummocks which lie across channel from land 
to land. Except in crossing over these ridges we had no heavy labour 
this night until close to the land. Saw about. a dozen seals. 

Sunday, 15th June.-Halted to lunch at 2h. A.M. Light winds; alittle 
snow falling. James Dawson was unwell, complaining of pain, and sick· 
ness of stomach, and great thirst. 

The narrow leads of smooth ice between the ridges of hummocks, which 
all this cvening led us to the northward of the southern extreme of Byam 
Jlartill, now turned oft· to the south of it. At 5h., being close in- to the 
hummocks, turned directly in for the land, and reached it at 5h. 40m. 

This shore was much covered with tolerably hard snow. Came upon 
an old sledge track; followed it, and soon reached one of Mr. Bradford's 
recent encampments. His record was dated :30th May, "Returning 
eastward; party all well." Encamped at 6h. :30m. Light winds and cloudy 
weather. Shot two king ducks; saw some sandpipers. 
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A fresh \V.S. W. wind all day. Had a goose and two ducks stewed for 
breakfast. 
.----~ --~--------- -~--"-~-

------~---

. Dawson lUuch better. Started at 8h. 40m. P.)!., under sail. Gloomy, 
WIth snow. A snowy owl seen. At lOh. 40m. reached Cape Gillman. 

~ast eJtreme, S. 75° 11: Tlrst extreme, S. 70° east. This east utreme is the loRd nil 
wl"cl. ICe encamped all itlt 3Iay. Reaclted it at 21t. 10m. A.M. 18tlt and took bearing .. 
East e.rtreme, S. 72' Jr. West ditto, X. ;- t' E. ' 

Monday, 16th June.-Halted to lunch at 2h. 10m .. ur. ~ear here !found 
a number of flat stones on a gravel ridge close to the beach, with several 
hones about them. .\mongst these were the skull of an ox, antler of a deer, 
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and jaw of a bear. This was eyidently the site of an Esquimaux encamp
ment. The burrows of lemmmgs are extremely numerous. Along this 
shore the lowest ridges are a mixture of mud and stones; the higher ones 
are scantily covered with verdure. Many old tracks of deer a~d oxen. 
Saw a few small pieces of coal, and two kinds of sandstone containino' 
fossil shells. Our road to-night has been a very bad one; the snow on th~ 
land is deep and soft, and upon the icc, as along the beach, there was 
much water, in many places too deep to pass through. The only 
recent tracks seen were those of foxes. Saw the track of a wolf in tlie 
soft mud. 

Reached our former encampment near the depot at 6h. 30m. Encamped. 
Fresh N.N.E. winds. Found our provisions safe, but could not find the 
record left by Bradford. Saw several flocks of gecse and ducks, two 
boatswain birds, and the first tern of the season. Had a sharp squall of 
hail and snow just before encamping. Passed our outward-bound tracks 
several times to night. All the plants arc becoming green, and putting 
out shoots. The only plant yet seen in flower is a saxifrage (" saxifraga 
appositifolia") ; a single tuft of it near our last encampment was budding 
forth. 

It. m. s. 

~l' . It" ' 2d tv encampment point S. 7,,° TV" .Jr. 

{

1st to Cape Gillman S. (j 7' 1/':, ?~. 

1 lIS mg t sJoumey 3d to luncheon point S. 72° 11'., .J'. 

4th to d"put - - S. 30° 11:, /;'. 
Svrtlt ertreme (a low point ~tfa-ra;;ili(!i:s--:37 n:, i'.

P,l.[; vbservations. 
0 h. 1Il. S. cp 
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-~--- 27 ;;0 40 :!() 
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"'-- --- -----

A fresh N.N. W. wind all day. Cloudy weather. Our stock of proyi~iolls, 
besides the depot of seven days, not yet disturbed, consists of four days 
biscuit and I'Um, six days spirit fuel, and cnough pemmican and musk ox 
beef to last 8 or lO days. 

Removed our depot, and left a conspicuous mound of earth uesidc 
the pit. 

On a l'idO'e about 20 feet above the sea, the two metal potato cases 
were left upright, and filled with earth. On thc top a record was left. 

Started at 9h. 40m. P.~I. Clear fine weather. On our arrival here this 
morning the tide appeared to be in, as the water ~longsho:e was ~igh. ~Vithin 
three hours it fell two or three feet, and did not rISe agam ,yhllst we 
remained. At lIh. 50m. reached the east point of Byam Martin Island. 
Took bearings. 

Luncheon poiilt (if 7th May), N. 35° B. 
SOllth extreme seen from dept)t, N. 340 E. 
Ertreme c!fthis point, ea.t (true), ! mile. . 
H~qltest part c!f remarkable snolVY btl/if on Bathurst Island, highest part, S. 41' Tf'. 

It. m. s. cp 
.J 16 50 S. 120 00' IV. 

18 20 12 40 
20 J 13 20 
21 I,; 13 40 
22 40 f.J 20 

From tltis point tlte land trends to 
the w~st f!f 110rth. 

On this point is a very remarkable block of sandstone, shaped like a 
sn~ar-loaf. It is in a vertical position, and is elev~n feet high. 01: the top 
of It I found a record left by Mr. Bradford, statmg he was on hiS return 
from the east coast of MelVIlle Island, having traced it up to 76° l5' N 
latitude. 

2. 

Fith'.ci:.rhth Juurney. 
] [UlIl"!. tr:I\'dled, !I~. 
Encanl}lcd for rl'~t, I-I. 
Stopped tor lunch, I. 

])i~!ancc a('c.:om)lli~hcd. 1;". 
'''iud, 1 wc~terlr, 5 :'\.~.E. 
". cather, g.::.. c·ct·s. 
Tcmp. :14.0 to :3ijo, . 
Dctainl'd 1 hoUl' removlllg 
provi.,iolls from deput to !'i('dgc. 



Fifty.·ninth Journey. 
Rours tr,I\'elled 8i-. 
Encamped fur rl'st, 13!. 
Stopped fur lunch. ~. 
Di~tance accomplished, 7 !'. 
Wind, g, W.S.W. 
Weather, h.c. 
Temp. 31° to 3So. 

Sixtieth Journey. 

Hours traveU('d, 9!. 
Enc:tmped fur rest, 13~. 
Stopped for lunch •. ~. 
Distance accomplished, 41'· 
'''ind, 3, 'V.N."~. 
". eather, h.e. 
Temp. 310 to 3So, 
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Neal' the base of the rock found one left by Lieutenant Aldrich,. statina 
he had traced the shores of Bathurst Island up to 76° 111 N., ·and was 
then returning. Added a few lines ~o ~ach~ and repl~ce~ them. Near 
this spot I found the ruins of five or SIX EsqU\m~ux habitatIOns, and about 
them a few bones, a portion of an antler, and a pIece of deca~ed fir. F~om 
their position I believe these to be the same rums. seen by Colonel SabIDe, 
and described in Sir Edward Parry's account of hiS first voyage. 

Tuesday, 17th June.-From this point we were obliged to turn off upon 
the ice, there being no more snow on the low land. The shore changes 
considerably about here; fine sand takes the place of gravel.and mud; the 
point i~ strewed with large sandstone blocks, and the land IS more barren 
and stony. Proceeded for a snowy bluff' cape on the neare~t part ~f 
Bathurst Island. 'Vhen fairlv out on the floe, we found travellmg over It 
exceedingly difficult. The ice was level; the sn.o,,: upon it deep and soften~d, 
but not dissolved' its surface was frozen agam mto a crust, through which 
the runners of the'sledge sank. Lunched at 3h. 45m. Ab~ut two miles ~o 
the north of' east point is a higher and more bluff' dark pomt, and from It 
northwards the land appears to recede more to the westward. Encamped· 
upon the ice at 7 o'clock. 

A . .11. Observations, 17th June. 
0\ to south extreme qf Byam Martin Island, 11 h . . illl. Os. 108

0 
11'. 

North to south extreme If 00 00'. 
East point, So 430 E. 3t miles. 

h. m. s. 0 
12 9 48 6fo 48' 00" 

10 51 .55 10 
12 11 62 3 50 
1.3 13 II 10 

- -~~ 

Since getting out upon the floe we have passed several old bear tracks. 
There are a few pools of water on the ice; but, with the exception of these, 
the crusted 'll1'face of the snow is generally sufficiently strong to walk 
lightly over; but tbe sledge sinks deeply in, is only moved by a succession 
of standing pulls or jerks, and often requires to be dug out. A fresh west 
wind and clear weather all day. 

Started at 8h. 30m. P.'[., under sail. Snowing commenced, and lasted until 
we encamped. The snow was softer than last night, so that both men and 
sledge sank in. Wind fi'esh and fair. Two kites, as well as the sail, were 
set. Carried away the drag-ropes repeatedly. I have never seen such 
laborious travelling. It is almost impossible to cross the floe in its present 
condition. 

Wednesday, 18th June.~Lunched at Ih. 20m. Same weather, and same 
description of travelling. Encamped at 6h. 15m.; it ceased snowing. ana 
cl~ared off. The snow thawed upon our clothes, and wetted them through. 
\".e have laboured hard t:or 9.1 hours, ~nd ~~de about four miles .• ~ lt~gether 
thIS has been the most dlsagreeahle mght s Journey we have yet experienced. 

Tool, bearings. 
East point of Byalll JtIartin Island, S.E. t X. 
Sort" point, S.E. Snowy bluff, S. W. t s. 

Some time was occupied in fitting fresh drag ropes out of the remains 
of t~e old ones ~nd all the disposable rope and white line remaining. 
Dunng the day ram and snow fell, so that we could not dry our clothes. 
Put on the wet ones, and 

Started at R o'clock. Dull misty weather. 
The snow is somewhat softer, and the travelling better than last night; 

but the frequent stoppages to dig out the sledge renders our progress 
extremely slow. 

Thursday, 19th June.~Lunched at 1 o'clock. A fresh north-west wind; 
the gl?om and mist clearing off'. The temperature is low (28°), and as 
the mght advances a crust forms over the snow. For an hour or two 
before lunch it formed a serious impediment but after lunch we found 
it often sufficiently strong to bear the ~ledge. ' 
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Encamped at 5h. 30m. A.M. Fine weather. 
h. m. s. 

m. s. 

32 33 
36 50 
38 50 
43 00 
55 14 
59 12 
00 50 

6 50 

A.M. observations. 
Index errur, + 50". 
Temperature, 30°. 

11 43 27 --
44 17 
45 5 
45 44 
46 31 

o 
58° 52' 20" 

58 10 
59 4 10 

8 30 
13 50 -----.------. 

Noon observations. 

0 't. m. s. 1> h. m. s. 

75 ° 3320" 4 25 10 - N. 12° 20'E. 4 35 50 
36 20 30 25 14 20 36 35 
37 00 31 5 14 40 38 5 
38 00 32 30 14 00 39 5 
38 00 34 5 15 00 40 30 
37 10 ----

.J/ 40 
36 20 
33 20 h. m. ~;. 

Index errol', + 50". 4 45 55 
Tempemture, 30°. 

Watch fast on M. T., alt. 5Um. Os. nearly. 

'" N. 150 40'E. 
15 00 
16 10 
18 00 
20 00 
19 20 

0 
690-38'30" 

Sixty-first Journey. 
Hours travel1ed, 9. 
Encamped for rest, ISh. 
Stopped for lunch, tho 
Distance accomplished, S. ", ... 
t S., 6i'. 
'Vjnd, 3, N.W. 
Weather, b.c. 
Temp. 27° to 35°. 

10 to east e.rtreme of Bathurst Island, 4h. 8m. 30s., 1200 10'. Latitude, 75° ~'!' lR" N. 

Eastern elireme <?fditto to snowy bluff (left), I!J° It;'. 
" north-west extreme of Bathurst Island, /j2~ 00'. 

North extreme '!f B.,/am jll(1)'tia Island to ,. (to right), /j?' 33.' 
tlf its soutlt exit'eme, 65° 37'. 

A clear fine day, but temperature low. 

Started at 8h. 40m. P.M. A strong crust over the snow. As the night 
advanced this crust became so strong that latterly the sledge seldom 
broke through it. 

Friday, 20th June.-Lunched at 2h. A.~I. .\ fresh north-west wind, 
and rather cold; temperature 24 0

• 

As we neared the land we passed through many pools of water on the 
ice; they were all frozen over, and many of them hard enough to walk 
upon; but these the sledge often stuck fast in. Landed, and travelled 
alongshore to the south point of a little bay, open to the eastward, and 
encamped upon it at 6h. 15m. Strong winds, and raw cold weather. One 
mile and a half to the westward I found a cairn erected by Mr. Brad
ford's party, and a record dated 12th June. His party were well, but 
he himself had sprained his leg, and was obliged to travel on the sledge. 
Added our intelligence, and replaced it. 

Saw a very old sledge track in the snow, probably Lieutenant Aldrich's 
when outward bound. 
. Saw five reindeer; all of them without horns. Shot a phalarope. 

East extreme fif land, S. 82° 11: 
! t The snowy bluff, east (nearly). 

A strong north-west wind all day. Dark disagreeable weather. 

Started at 8h.40m. P.M. Followed the bay round. Found good tra
velling outside the tide-crack. 

Saturday, 21st J un e.-Lunched on a low sandy spit which forms the 
east side of this bay, at 2 o'clock. 

Eastern extreme, N. 81° 1V . . Western extreme (one mile distant from Braijord's 
cairn, and 1Iear OUI' encampment), N. 65° E. S!tort~'1 after distinguished (l low island 
extending 17

0 to r~9ht of east extreme. 

Travelled along a straight coast and under high bluff land until 
5 o'clock, when we struck across an inlet. Could not reach the opposite 
side, as the travelling was so difficult, therefore encamped upon the ice 

18h.50m. Some snow falling. We are one mile off shore. There is 
ol. low island outside us. Two hares, a few seals, and several geese and 

2. Z 4 

Sixty-second Journey. 

I lours travell~d, 9. 
Encamped for rest, 13~-h. 
Stopp~d for lunch, -&h. 
Distance accomplished, S.47° 
'V., 9~m. 
"\Villd, 5 to 7. ~."T. 
'V cather, h.c.q.m. 
Temp. 24° to 30°, 



Sixty~third Journey. 

Hours tra'·t.'lIcd, 11 !h. 
Encampe:d for Test, ~14h. 
Slopped for lunch, ~h. 
Distance accomplished, S. 8So 

"~., 12 m. 
"'ind. 4, x"r, 
'Vcathcr. h.('.o.'I>. 
Temp. 28° to 30°, 
Travelled fuily 14 mile .. , 

Sixty,fourth Journey, 

Hours travelled, 11 :~" 
. Encamped for Test, 11'111. 
Stopped for lunch, ~h. 
])i~tance accomplished, 12! m. 
Wind. 1 to 3, X.E.!y. 
'Veather.I,.',0, 
Temp. ~~'~ to 30°. 
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ducks seen to. night. Travelled over all sorts of ice and snow. For the last 
three hours our journey was very fatiguing, as we had to cross pools 
of water frozen over, but not quite strong enongh to. bear. The men 
had to break the ice before the sledge, which cut thell' boots and hurt 
their feet. All this land is nearly bare of vegetation, and the bluffs along 
the coa,t have much similarity of form; high and abrupt to seaward, and 
gradually sloping away towards the interior. Passed a recent crack in the 
ice extending off shore. 

Ou the low point near which we landed were a great many large blocks 
of sandstone strewed about; ~ome of them in strange positions. One large 
block more than a ton in weight stood upon another, as if placed there. 
They had no appearance of b~ing rolled or water·worn, but n~ight have 
he en transported hither upon Ice before the land had reached Its present 
elevation aboyc the sea. 

Took bea1'ings. 
A ]Jflint midway between my encampment and Brar!fo1'd's of tIle 12th June, N. 72° E. 
Ea.t c.drone (fland, :-". j';o 11'., l-li mile. 
Right taT/gent qfi.land, north; lift tangent, S. ii' n: 
R ··, . ,I" I / 1.) "'t' 't d' t . t {j' and 8' or 10' lIgllt POlllt q, VI et {or uay on wtt" IS rlgll Istan pom S. 68° n: 
L~ft point qf ditto, S.60° n:, /0' 01' I.'.". Luncheon bb!(f, N.82° 1,' • 

. \ fresh N.W. wind, and O\'ercast sky all day. 

Startcd at lOh . ..\'>m. 1'.31. Reached thc point .distant 1 ~ mile, and tra
velled across another inlet for some high flat-topped and distant land. 
Lower land resembling' an island extends to the right of it. This is Cape 
('o('kbum. On the point just passed there are some immense rocks of sand
~tone protruding through the loose stones and gravel. Found the skin 
and bones of a fox. They appeared as if stripped of the flesh by birds. 

Sunday, 2:2d Junc.-Halted to lunch at ..\ h. 50 m .. ur. 

Beal'ill!!s. 
Last point, S. ,;,;0 30' E . .;·k mil"s. Point qf encampment qf 20th il1,~tant, N. 87° 30' E. 

Sr.rt point, N . .;.;080' n: Three central islands in inlet, from S. Tr'. by S. 2!r', to S.II: 
-Ii rr: 8' or D'. L!j~ distant point of inlet, S.1I:} /I' 

Light north·east ,vind; overcast sky. 
Encamped at 10 h. :30 m .. ur. on the icc 

h, m. s. 
.'! ,;.; 10 

;,., 011 
.;6 00 

cp 
S. /60 30' 11: 

iii 30 
17 .30 ---------

Cape CockiJU1'1l, N. 28° n: 
Yc:d point, N. 32° 80' 11: 2 miies. 
Lift distant point in inlet, S, 37° If: 

OUI' travelling throughout this night's jou1'l1ey has been very laborious; 
the mixture of ice and snow, forming a crust over the pools of water, was 
often 11 inch thick, yet not strong enough to bear, except in a few places 
where it bent and cracked as the sledge was rapidly dragged over it. 

The last two hours were much the worst, as day was well advanced, and 
thawing had begun. The sledge was very frequently dug out. A few 
seals and a gull were the only li\'ing things seen. The opening we have 
been crossing appears to he a very deep bay or inlet, with islands in it. 
Distinguished two of these, and think I saw three others. Cannot see any 
land at the head of this inlet (N. W. by W. by compass). 

The greater part of the land on both sides of this inlet, and to the west
ward, is tolerably high; about 400 feet . 

Our hoots are nearly worn out, and the I'llnners of the sledge much 
chafed away by the sharp edges of the icc. 

:\. dull day. Light north·east winds. 

Started uuder sail at lOh. Om. P.M. ; a pleasant breeze blowing. Three 
hours of ~'Cl'y severe labour was occupi~d in reaching the point (a distance 
of two mIles). A great part of the time was spent in digging the sledge 
out of the deep soft snow. 

Monday, 23d June.-On reaching the point at one o'clock we had the 
go~d fortune to find. hard snow along the land. Followed its winding, 
whIch at first led us III nearly E. (true.) . 
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At 2 h. 30 m. came upon one of Bradford's encampments. Followed his 
track from thence for nearly all the remainder of this night's journey. 
Lunched at 3 h. 30 m. ; snowing a little. 

The point landed upon at I o'clock bore S.E. by E. 3! miles. 
Next point, S.E. by E. 3 miles. 

Travelled on to thc next point, from whid a bay runs ill E. (true). 
Travelled along it for 2! miles, where its width "icing only i', crossed over 
to the south side, and encamped at 10 o'doc!!. Had great difficulty in 
crossing this bay. When two thirds of the way across, we were obliged to 
lighten the sledge by carrying on shore most of the load. This hindrance 
was owing to a strong crusted surface upon very deep wet snow. 

One or two seals, a gnll, and a goose seen; also the skeleton of a young 
seal, and track of a wolf. The flat-topped mass ofland noticed yesterday 
forms the north side of this bay. 011 its southern slopes there was some 
vegetation, and I saw four or five hares there. 

Observations at 10 h .• Of. 

ft. m. s. 0 It. 1ll. s. 

I 42 10 7r34' 0" 8,; 30 -.- N. 43° 20'W 
44 10 42 -10 40 20 -13 00 
49 55 72 7 00 42 50 -If 20 

-15 40 ';0 30 
-17 30 40 00 
49 5 39 40 

West point !if bay bears E. S.B. 

Noon. 

Got an illdifferent meridian altitude. 

o 
75° 50' 30" 

A cheerless snowy day. 

</> 

Index error, + 4:;", 
Temperatare, :;;;0. 

Started at midnight. Left a mound of earth and record at onr encamp
ment. 

Tuesday, 24th June.-Rounded a point, and found ourselves travelling 
into another bay exactly similar to the one just left. 

Found here another of Bradford's encampments, and several horns which 
his party appeared to have thrown away. There is much moss ahout the 
shores of these bays. Saw two king ducks, four pairs of deers antlers, and 
portions of the bones and hair of one, the former broken up into small 
pieces. Saw many small pieces of coal, and a great many shells, chiefly 
bivalves and spirals. Picked up a piece of drift wood about 20 feet above 
the sea. It appeared to be a portion of the root of a fir tree. A specimen 
of it is preserved. 

Crossed this bay at 2 o'clock without mnch difficulty. Its width is 
one mile. 

Reached the S.E. point of the large bay, in which are these two smaller 
ones, at 5 h. 15 m., and halted to lunch. Dark weather, with snow at 
intervals. 

Bearings. 

West point if 100:qe ba.,;, S. 22° E. 
Middle point separating tlte two small ba.ys, S. 23° W, 

II. m. s. </> 
9 17 30 -- S. 70° 40' TV. 

18 15 --- 70 30 
Temperature, 31°.' 

After lunch, travelled over very low land at a rapid rate, the snow 
being hard and sail set. Followed Bradford's track, 

Latterly the land swept round towards Cape Cockburn, forming a 
lal'ge semicircular bay. Encamped at 9 h. A.M. 

The land seen during this night's journey is more sandy and barren 
than that farther west. Our encampment is 300 yards from the sea on 
a bank of very fine sand. 

2. A a 

Sixty.6fth Journey. 

Hours tran~lled. 11-%. 
Encamped for rest, i 4. 
Stopped for lunch, t. 
Distance accomplished, 14 m. 
'''ind, 2, north. 
Weather, 0,(,. ~.~. 
Temp. 29° to 33°. 

Latitud •• 75° 16' SC" N. 



Sixty-sixth Journey. 

Hours travelled, st. 
Encamped for rest, 14t. 
Stopped for lunch, t. 
Distance accomplished, 1 G'. 
Wind, 2-6, N.N.W. 
'V eather, o.c.s. h.c. 
Temp. 29° to 32°. 
Shortened this journey to ad
here to night travelling. 
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A fresh N.N.W. wind and fine weather. 

A.M. observation.,. 
II. m.s. 

4 28 
6 21 
7 42 
8 55 

12 57 
13 42 
17 15 
19 41 

It. m. s. 
1 23 30 

24 20 
25 45 
26 40 
27 20 
28 20 
30 11 

31 30 

68°43'20" 
53 50 

69 00 20 
7 30 

28 20 
32 00 
50 40 

70 02 50 

¢ 
N.43° 20'W. 

42 40 
42 30 
42 00 
42 00 
42 20 

o 70 52 30 

¢ _ No 41° 40'-11: 

Passi1l!J clouds. 
Index correction, + 45". 
Temperature, 31°. --'------

Cape Cockburn, 
N. Ir w. 

Luncheon point, 
S. 43° E. 

Our boots are in a very dilapidated condition. The necessary repairs 
afford us occupation at every encampment. 

Most of the men suffer from sore and swollen feet, and feel a little stiff' 
at starting. 

.'\. strong breeze and clear weather all day. 

Started under sail at 10 h. 15 m. Followed Bradford's track, and reached 
his encampment at 11 h. 50 m. 

Wednesday, 25th J une.-A t 0 h. 50 m. A.M. reached our depot near Cape 
Cockburn. Found the provisions safe, and records left by Messrs. May, 
Aldrich, and Bradford, dated respectively 10th May, 3d June, and 
23d June. Took up provisions; raised a mound of eartb and stones about 
thc empty depot cases, and left a record. 

Proceeded at 1 h. -13 m. Could scarcely get round the cape, as the 
snow was melted off the land, and too deep and soft amongst the hum
mocks. But having rounded it, we found sufficient snow remaining, at 
a distance fi:om the beach, upon some mossy ridges, and aided with a fresh 
fair wind we made rapid progress. 

Lunched at -1 h. 15 m. Very fine weather. 

Tool, observations. Cape Cockbunl, 1I','sf (true) 3 mile •. 

Index en'or, + 45" 
For time. .1 . .1[. 

It. m. s. 0 It. m.' s. ¢ It. m. s. cp 
8 30 17 - 36° 9' 20" 8 59 45 - S.67° O'lr. 9 17 15 - 8.67°40'11: 

31 14 15 50 9 00 45 67 0 8 10 68 40 
32 29 25 00 50 66 40 9 00 68 30 
34 4 36 30 2 30 66 40 9 45 69 40 
84 55 42 50 3 20 67 00 10 30 69 00 
35 7 47 20 4 10 68 00 11 00 68 30 

5 5 67 20 12 10 70 20 

At 8 o'clock passed Bradford's encampment of the 24th. His record was 
dated 8 h. P.M., he therefore is only twelve hours or one journey in advance 
of us. 

Encamped at 9 h. 30 m. A fresh north-west wind; cloudy with snow. 
At a short distance to the west of Cape Cockburn, and 300 yards from 

the beach (and pro?ably 25 feet above it), I saw the bones of a large 
whale; one of the Jaw bones measured 18 feet 8 inches. Near the same 
place wer~ the ribs of some. smaller animal, probably a narwhal. A pair 
of 10ng-taJled ducks, some kmg ducks, a tern, and a few other birds seen. 
Saw, and fired a few long shots at four reindeer (with horns). 
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From after lunch until we encamped, the sail drew the sledge along' 
it required only to be steered, and to be g~ven an occasional pull or push: 

The snow travelled over ~ad been p.arbally thawed, and again frozen. 
It afforded us excellent walkmg. OccasIOnally passed through little stream
lets. From the top of a very high hummock off Cape Cockburn saw 
a space of open water. It was a mile off shore, and appeared to be a Sixty.seventh Journey. 
mile in length. The whole of this low land between Cape Cockburn I,Inurs travelled, lOi. 

d All ' 'I It' II d' h' . . Encamped for rest, 12t· an Ison s nelS we covere WIt sprmgy moss, mtersper~ed WIth Stopped for luncb, ,. 
tufts of short grass. In the afternoon the wind freshened to a gale with Distance accomplished, 19t m. 

d I t d t I th d t t d 'Wind, 4 to 7, N.N.W. snow an s ee" an we our co. es sprea ou ·0 ry. Weather, b.c.-o.q.s. 
It ceased snowing and the wind moderated towards evening. Temp. 29° to 32°. 

Started at 10 h. 15 m. P.M. 

Passed Allison's Inlet at 11 h. 15 m. It is a small river, with ~hillgle 
ridges off' its mouth. Its eastern bank is the commencement of higher land, 
which continues to Cape Capel, on a point to the eastward of Allison's 
Inlet. I saw the ruins of six or seven Esquimaux huts. They consisted 
of circles of stones, nearly covered with moss, and were close to a small 
pond. Occasionally found good travelling on the ice, where the floe was 
cracked and water had drained off. Set the sail whenever our course, 
which altered very frequently, permitted. 

Thursday, 26th June.-3h. 45m. halted to lunch off Lieutenant Aldrich's 
depot point. No fresh water upon this floc. 

6h. 15m. reached the east side of this bay, and found a record of Lieu
tenant Aldrich's, dated 7th June. 

At S o'clock reached a prominent point. Found here a cairn and statio 
erected by Mr. M'Dougall, also a record left by him on his way to reple
nish Lieutenant Aldrich's depot. It was dated 1st June, and stated that 
my depot at Cape Capel had been examined and replenished. It bore 
Mr. Bradford's signature, and date 26th June, this day. 

The sledge crossed over the point, and encamped on the brow of it,; 
eastern slope at Sh. 15m. A fine north wind, and clear weather. Found here 
a ruined hut, and a bear's skull, without the canine teeth; therefore suppose 
it to have been killed by Esqnimaux, to whom those teeth are useful. 

Several large flocks of king ducks, a few seals, gulls, and a fresh bear's Sixty. eighth Journey. 
track were seen during this journey. Crossed a crack 4 feet wide. Some Hours travelled, ~;. 
of our travellinO' was over last winter's ice and was <"ood but much of it Encamped for rest, 12.\. 

o '0 , Stopped for lunch, .s-
was alongshore, where the snow lay deep and soft. Di:stance accomplished, 11m. 

1\ strong breez~ al! day, b~t towards evening it moderated. Abo:,t ~~~:~i,e~,t~.:'~~~,:b. 
3 mIles east of Alhson s Inlet, hmestone appears along the beach and III Temp. 29° to 3SO• 

the lower ridges, and vegetation almost disappears. 

Started at sh. 45m. At lOh. 45m. reached the west point of Bedford 
Bay. Saw 4 or 5 hares on the sides of the hills, and many ducks feeding 
along cracks in the ice. 1 crack, 5 feet in width, extended a long way off' 
shore. On this point I found 6 ruins of huts. They were circles of stones, 
each having a much smaller circle near it, and were all very old, although 
evidently of different ages. 

Friday, 27th June.-Proceeded to cross Bedford Bay. At oh. 4iJm. 
reached Bradford's last encampment. The record stated his intention of 
proceeding direct for the depot near Cape Capel. Followed his track. 
Rounded the bold eastern point of this bay, and halted to lunch at 
2h.45m. 

Bearings. 
Cape Capel (being tlte next point), S. 26° n: 
2d point ttltat 1'eached on 21st April), S. 59° Tv' nearly. 
Tangents of Baker Island, right, S. 84° 30' n:; left, S. 62° 30' W. 

After lunch, travelled direct for Cape Capel, and encamped upon it close 
to the ruined Esquimaux village at 8h. 50m . 

. Clear, fine, and, warm weather. 
2. . A a 2 



Sixty-ninth Journc~·. 

Hours travelled, lIt. 
Encamped for re!i't, 13t. 
Stopped for lunch, t. 
Distance accomplished, 21 tn. 
\Vind, I to 4, north. 
'Veather, h.c. 
Temp. 29° to SSO. 
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:From the last point Bradford's track. followed the c?ast, ~vhilst we came 
direct across the bay; yet I was surpnsed at not seemg hiS track round 
here, but still hope he is before us. 

Two bears were seen to-day. Seals, king- ducks, and gulls are now quite 
common. 

The ruins here are of 10 winter l.abiiatiolls. Besides others of whales 
there are 3 crown bones, also bones of bears, seals, &c. Some of these had 
been cut with a sharp instrument. 

It is impossible to form any idea as to th.e peri~d which has elapsed since 
these abodes were tenanted' but £I'om varIOUS CIrcumstances I am led to 
believe that of all those which have come under my observation during 
this journey none have been inhabited within 200 years. 

T'he general form of these huts resembles an oval, with an cxtended 
op,,;ng .t one end, thu, C 

Their size about 7 feet by 10 feet. They appear to have been roofed 
over with stones and earth, and these supported by the bones of whales. 

A fine day, with a fresh north wind. 
This was an unusually long day's journey. The travelling was very good, 

and the desire to overtake the" Hesolute," combined, enabled us to get over 
the first 12 or 13 miles before lunch; the last 6 miles it was very different; 
the snow lay deep and soft; but there was not a dry spot on which to 
encamp; we were therefore obliged to procced. 

At lOh. P.'!' I walked on to the depot, leaving the sledge to follow. 
Passed the ruins of six summer huts scattered along the shore. Saw a fox, 
and a small bird of the bunting species. It was of an uniform dusky brown 
colour; had a yellowish bill, and a shorter tail than the snow bunting. It 
was altogether a smaller and more plump bird. I think it is a female 
Lapland finch (plectrophanes nivalis). Found the depot safe, but Dr. Brad
ford had not arrived. From the top of a hill I saw him coming out of the 
bay towards our last encampment (on Cape Capel). 

On the arrival of my sledge, dug up the depbt for hoth parties, and found 
a note from Captain Austin. 

Saturday, 28th June.-At ;'3 o'clock thc "Resolute" arrived. Showed 
colours, and saluted our companions with three cheers. Dr. Bradford was still 
obliged IO travel on the sledge, which accollnts for our having been able to 
overtake them. His party had not found game on the east coast of Melville 
Island or Byam Martin Island, and did not seem to be in such robust 
health as mine, which had abundance of fresh bee£ Fortunately we were 
able to supply them with a small quantity. Arranged to spend the whole 
of next night here, to give the men a good rest . 

.1 .. 11. ooservations, 28th June. 

h. m. s. 0 It. m. s. '" /I 28 35 Jfj o 28' 10" 11 .']8 fO -- S.84' 0' 11'. 
29 57 37 30 39 30 82 40 
30 ';3 .J" .j .JU 40 20 !oil 40 
31 18 47 50 40 .J5 81 40 
32 12 j,3 30 .Jf 40 82 00 
33 1 59 2U .J'2 50 81 00 
33 43 60 .; 10 ';3 55 81 20 
;;.; 27 9 40 

Our depot was frozen so hard that it took several hours work with a 
pickaxe .to break out the various articles. Shot a long-tailed duck. Two rein
deer (With antlers) passed a few hundred yards from the tents. Find that 
our encampment is on the narrow neck of a little peninsula, and that there 
is a bay several miles across to the westward. 

Sunday,. 29th June.-The wind shifted to north. Our men are busily 
empl~yed III mending their clothes and boots. The latter are now the 
most Important articles of our dress. At this depot we got our sea boots. 
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A.M. 29th June. 

m. s. .p 
15 aa -- N. 7.'2° 40' W. 
f6 50 72 ·10 
17 45 72 00 
19 23 71 40 
21 00 7f 00 
21 50 71 00 
22 35 71 30 

Coinpared chronometers. 

It. m • .•• 
Bradjord's 4 3 00 
Mille - 7 58 33 

29th June 
7th May 

Mine fast 3 55 33 

" 3 48 25 

53 days. 

h. m. s. 
3 9 0-

f.I. 4.'! 
17 10 
18 29 
20 10 
21 55 
23 30 
24 oJ5 
26 10 
29 33 
31 30 
32 .33 
.36 5 
39 43 
40 .f.; 
oJ2 3 
45 30 

7 8 

Noon observations. 

7.jO 35' 00" 
39 30 
40 40 
oJl 10 
41 10 
41 40 
42 10 
42 30 
42 50 
42 40 

Index cO/'reetion, + 45". 
Temperature, 30°. 

4.3 00 meridian altitlldc. 
42 20 
42 00 
40 SO 
.39 20 
39 20 
87 ,jO 

o to r(fJltt bluff of Brown's Island, 
3". 49m. 30s. -- 58' 58' .30" 

10 to a point (N. W. point).3ft. 52m. 20s. - 69° 2.3' 00" 

Rigllf bluff of Brown' .• Island bore,y. 63° 30' W 
A point (N.Wpoint), N. 75°40' W 
Point of encampment if 21st April, S. .'2So Tr 
Lep tangent if Baller Island to rigid tan.fJent of Browl! Island, HO .'20'. 
E3.·tremes of Bal,er Island, 1.,!0 35'. 

A £I'esh north wind and clear weather duri~lg the. day. Raise~ ~ heap of From last.ncampmenttod.p~t 
stones, and placed the empty potato cases m whIch our provISIOns had It mile. Uemained at depot 

been stowed upon it. Filled one of them with old clothes, and a bottle 45 hour>. 

containing It record. The other was filled with gravel. 

The sledges started at 9h. 10m. P.M.; fine weather. Found the floe to 
be flooded with water. To meet with snow upon it was quite a treat. The 
wa~er too was frequently knee deep, and covered with tough half-inch ic~, 
whICh cut our sea boots. These boots did not let the water run out agaIn 
as the canvass boots did, but remained filII up to their tops, and then. of 
course were very fatiguing, since it was necessary to lift our feet so high 
at each step. 

~onday, 30th June.-Lunched rather hastily at 2h. 45m., our feet 
bem~ very cold. Encamped on the top of a hUlnmock at 8 o'clock, about 
9 miles from a point on Cornwallis Island. Light north winds, and clear 
weather. No frost Jast night. Some recent bear tracks scen. As we 
frequently were obliged to pass through water 2 feet deep, our sledges 
were often afloat. 

2. A a :3 



Seventieth Journey. 

Hours travelled, lO!, 
Encamped for !l'st, 12. 
Stopped for lunch, i. 
Distance accomplished, 10 m. 
Wind, 2, north. 
Weather. b.c. 
Temp. 33. 

Latitude 710 59' 3" N. 

Seventy-first Journey. 

Hours travelled. s. 
Encampl·d for rest. 14. 
Stoppl·d for lunch, . 
Distance accumplished, 5 m. 
"-ind. J, suutbt.·rly. 
'Yea1her, h.c. 
T~mp. s~ tIl 40°. 
Detained at a de-pot 6 hours. 
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There are some swollen feet and stiff ancles, in consequenc~ of walking 
for so many hours at a time, and for such a lengthened penod, through 
ice-cold water. 

A fine and warm day. 

Started at Sh. P.M. A bear had passed close to our encampment while 
we were asleep. . ' . . 

Similar travelling to last mght untIl mldmght, when we reached a crac.k 
twelve feet wide, extending towards Baker .Island. Along the edge of thIs 
the floe was well drained. The first dovekIe was seen here. Its plumage 
was immature. 

Tuesday, 1st July.-Halted to lunch at ~h. 30m. A.M. 1h. 30m. came 
upon smooth ice, with very ~ew P?ols, extendmg to the hu~m~cks grou~ded 
on the point. Reached thIs POlllt, and encamped at. 6 0 clock. LIght 
winds, and clear warm weather. Saw the track of a remdeer here. 

h. m. s. 
11 28 4 

29 14 
29 58 
30 37 
31 16 

h. 

A. M. observations, 1st July. 

0 h. m. s. cp 
59° 36' 40" 11 46 20 Y 87° 30'H: 

44 30 47 10 86 40 
49 50 47 50 88 30 Index correction + 50". 
.54 40 49 15 88 00 Temp. 36°. 
58 30 50 00 87 30 

51 00 87 20 
51 45 86 00 
52 45 87 20 
53 45 86 40 

Sat point (the depot) on Cornwallis Island, N. 66° Ir 
Right tangfiTlt qf Brown's Island, N. 45° 40 ' TV 
Left ditto N 56° TV 

Noon observations. 

0 It. m. s. cp I/l. s. 
3 18 4 -- 75° 46' 00" 4 4 10 X. 14° 30'11': 

20 7 47 10 5 20 13 40 
23 :'} 47 30 6 15 12 40 
26 7 48 00 M.A. 7 5 13 00 
30 10 .J7 30 8 0 12 50 
31 37 ';6 50 
3'; 37 46 00 Index correction, + 50". 
36 5 ';5 40 Temperature, 38°. 

A. very fine and warm day; light south winds. Two of the "Resolute's" 
men are complaining of sore feet and ancles. 

Started at Sh. 15m.: travelling over last year's ice, which was very 
smooth and hard. Reached the Cornwallis Island depot at 11 o'clock, and 
encamped. 

Wednesday, 2d July.-The lower part of the depot was frozen hard, 
but two hours work with pickaxes cleared it out. The biscuit had been 
wetted, and was now frozen into a mass; biscuit dust also; sugar, pepper, 
and tobacco soaking with water: the spirit fuel can had become filled 
with water, through a hole in the top; so that pemmican, rum, and pork 
only remained fit for use. 

In a short walk to the northward, saw the remains of four or five summer 
huts. :\' ear each was a small circle of stones, which had been the fireplace. 
In one of these the charred fragments of bones were still remaining. 

Saw the bones of a whale, and two very small pieces of wood (fir). 
Fonnd the plant "st~lla~ja Rossii" growing abundantly near ponds of 

water. Have not met WIth It to the westward. Shot two long-tailed and 
one king duck. 

Built up a small cairn near where our depot had been secured. A 
crack extends off shore from here. Several bear tracks seen. 
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.v001l observations, 2d July. 

It. m. ,.,', 8 

3 11 35 75° 44' 40" Error, + 50". 
14 4 45 30 Temperature, 40°. 
16 54 46 30 
25 50 48 20 
28 00 48 10 
30 15 47 30 
.31 20 47 iO 
33 55 46 10 
38 24 44 .;0 

A very warm day; few of us could sleep in the tents. 

Started at 7h. P.M. ; light east winds and cloudy, fog gathering over the 
land. Walked along the coast south of last encampment, and found the 
ruins of several huts. Some of them had been roofed over with flat stones. 

The first hour's travelling was over last winter's ice, and was very good; 
free from pools. The remainder up to lunch time was indifferent; chiefly 
through extensive pools of water. 

Thursday, 3d July.-Reached a very prominent point, and halted upon it 
to lunch at midnight. The weather cold and foggy, but without frost. 
Found here the encampment and record of Lieutenant Aldrich of the 
14th and 15th of June. 

Southward of this point the ice was very rough, therefore followed the 
shore for some distance, and then crossed to a small island, upon which 
we encamped at four o'clock. 

Came through much water this morning; at times the sledge was float
ing. Upon this islet are some little ponds with grassy margins, favourable 
for ducks to breed on. Saw several old nests, and found one egg. Great 
numbers of tern here. Shot three king dncks. 

Two silvery gulls, with black tips to their wings, seen. Found here the 
ruins of several summer huts, and the crown bone of a whale. 

A fine warm day. Could see the ship's masts distinctly. 

Started at 6h. 45m. P.M. Found the pools deep, but portions of the icc 
were well drained. 

Proceeded for the north point of Griffith's Island. At lOh. :~Om. the 
ships hoisted their colours, 

Ilh. halted to lunch. Showed our distinguishing flags. This part of the 
ice is very much flooded, and the water in many places deep. 

Friday, 4th July.-As we approached the point, passed several cracks, 
and found the ice much better drained. 

Encamped on the N.E. point of Griffith's Island at oh. 45m. Overcast 
weather. Found here a piece of wood bearing marks of Esquimaux work
manship. A party arrived from the ships, but, as I intended resting here, 
sent them back. They brought us the unwelcome intelligence that no 
traces had been discovered of the missing Expedition. 

Seventy-second Journey. 

Hours travelled, 8-\-. 
Encamped for rest, 141· 
Stopped for lunch. ~. 
Distance accomplisbed, 12 m. 
'Vind, ~. east. 
'Veather, f. h.c. 
Temp. 3~o to 38°, 

Seventy-third Journey. 

Hours travelled, 6~!. 
Encamped for rest, 8}. 
Stopped for lunch, -~. 
Distance accomplished, 11 lll. 

"~ind. 3, S. E. 
Weather, ('. 
Temp. 34°. 

After a short rest here, started for the ships at nine o'clock. At noon Seventy.fourth Journey. 

we were met by Captain Austin and Captain Ommanney. Arrived Hours travelled, 3!!_ 

alongside the" Assistance" at 12h. 45m. ~!;:~:~eo~c~~~:Ji;hed, 61ll. 

Although some considerable degree of disappointment is at all times 
the result of an unsuccessful expedition, and the more so when its object 
is to relieve our fellow creatures in their utmost extremity, yet, in justice 
to my own- feelings, and to those men whose labours have enabled me to 
fulfil my instructions, I cannot conclude this account of a journey of 
eighty days without expressing the satisfaction their conduct has afforded 
me, and the happiness I feel in having been enabled, by God's help, to 
bring them back in safety and in perfect health. " 

Their ever cheerful behaviour, untiring perseverance, and patient en
during spirit, under many severe trials and privations, excited my warmest 
admiration. 

2. An 4 
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But for the blessinG's of health, strength, and exemption from accident 
without which we ;ust have sunk under the difficulties of tbis under: 
taking, onr deepest gratitude is due to "The Giver of all good gifts." 

Number of days out 
Number of days home 

Total number of hours travelled 
" encamped for rest -
" detained by weather 
" stopped for luncheon -
" detained by sickness, exa-} 

mination of inlets and 
cairns, making depots, &c. 

Estimated distance travelled 
Actual distance from ship, in a direct line 
Mean rate of travelling daily 

Remarks on tlte Equipment. 

44 
36 

595'6 
1,133 
64'5 

45 

76'6 

Miles. 
770'5 

300 
10'4 

The equipment of the sledge, clothing, and victualling of the men, 
answered remarkably for the varied requirements of a journey commenced 
with the close of winter, and ended when summer was well advanced; nor 
do I think that our present experience can suggest any material improve. 
ment; certainly none within the resources of the ships. 

The gutta perch a trough or boat was an experiment, and it alone fell 
short of our expectations. owing to the tendency of that substance to 
split when roughly handled in cold weather. I spent some hours in 
attempts to repair it, but could not get the patches to adhere firmly. 
Painted or oiled canvass would make a substitute, as material, to construct 
this very necessary part of the "sledge equipment." The scale of victual· 
ling was considered to be quite sufficient by all my party. The fuel was 
scarcely sufficient for the se,"ere weather of April, but more than enough 
for the June temperature, and when it became unnecessary to thaw snow. 

To effect any improvement upon this equipment it would be necessary 
to attempt to improve the construction or material of each article com
posing it, and in this way a trifling advantage might be gained; but I do 
not think any alteration in the plan would be for the better. 

By paying close attention to the details, by a very careful selection of 
the men, and by augmenting considerably the number in each party, 
better results may hereafter be obtained than we have been able to 
accomplish. 

(Signed) F. L. M'CLINTOCK, 

Lieutenant, and in command of the party. 

Captain AUSTIN to Lieutenant M'CLINTOCK, Royal Navy, late of Her 
Majesty's Ship" Assistance," and in charO'e of the Western Branch, 
Western Division. '" . 

Sir, Woolwich, 21st October 185l. 
I have now, up0I?- the receipt of the duplicates of your Report and 

Journal of ProceedID~s between the l.,)th of April and the 4th of July 
last, to express my hIghest satisfaction with the manner in which you 
performed the important task assigned to you. 

!he extent of your search has equalled my most sanguine expec
tatIOns. 

The energy and p~rseverance disp!ayed, and labour and privations under
gone, throughout thIS arduous serVIce, entitle you and your crew to my 
warmest and best thanks. 

The numerous .observations you have taken, and the management you 
hav~ shown, conVlllce me of your earnestness, and fitness for this particular 
servICe. 
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I have every hope that, when this great performance is fully considered 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty will be pleased to mark th~ 
sense of their approbation by granting your promotion. 

I have received much pleasure from the manner in which you hay'e felt 
called upon .to ~peak of Mr. Bradford, as also from your report of the con
duct of the JUDlor officers and crews who were under your command, which 
has been made known to them. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HOIlATIO T. AUSTIN. 

Enclosure 17 of No. II of 1851. 

JOURNAL of the PROCEEDINGS of Her M~esty's Sledge "Dasher," 
W. B. Shellabear, Second Mastel', commanding Limited Party 
attached to the Melville Island Branch, under the command of 
Lieutenant F. M. M'Clintock. 

_______ N_,_m_es_. _______ : ______ R_,t_in_g. _____ 1 Age. 1 _________ R_'e_n_'a_rk_s. ________ ___ 

W. B. Shellabear 
James Fullerton 
George Wood 
Foster M'Kenzie 
Henry Morgan 
Robert Urquhart 
Thomas Hooel 

• Elliot 

James Rogers 
William Richards 

. Bartlett 

2d l\Ia,tcr 
Gunner's mate -
Boatswain's mate 
A.B. 
Marine 
Do. 
Do. 

Carpenter's mate 

A.B. 
A.B. 

Marine 

~2 

28 
25 
23 
29 
24 
31 

Came back with Mr. Cheyne. 

{ 
\YCllt on with ::\I1-. M'Clin

tack. 

{

Received from Mr. Cheyne in 
- lieu of Fullerton, who went 

011 with Mr. May. 

{

Invalided from Mr. 1\1 'Clin-
- tack's Sledge "Persever-

ance" with frost-bitten 
toes. 

_ {Received from Dr. Bradford's 
Sledge "Resolute." 

H. J\1. Sledge-" Dasher." 

""eights at sbrticg. 
lbs. 

Constant weight.:; .. :!8i,~ 
Pro,:isions for u&e .. ·19i .l· 
DeptJt .. 451 

6/1.236 

FIRST JOURNEY. Weight per man - 206 

Tuesday, 15th ApTil 1851.-At 6 h. 30 m. P.}!. left the ships, and Walking out to the sledges. 
proceeded at a slow pace towards the sledges left round a point of 
Griffith's Island in charge of a party of volunteers from the ships. 10 h. 
P.M. arrived at the sledges; issued half a gill of rum to each man; manned First departure with the 
the sledges, and proceeded to the north-westward (true), cheering Captain sledges. 
Austin and those left behind and the Cape Walker branch. 

Found that a bottle of lemon juice left on the sledge had been broken, Lemon-juice bottle broken. 
and about one third lost. 

Owing to the thickness of the weather, it was necessary for an officer to 
go ahead as far as he could see the sledges, and another to keep at half 
the distance; and by keeping in a line, with the wind on the starboard 
quarter, we managed to make a straight course. Lunch. 

M'd . 1 I h dId b d'd . h 'Vind, S.E. by S., ~~, f.<;. 
I mg It; unc e ; me te water; ut I not Pltc tents. Therm. + 14°, 

Wednesda. 1/, 16tlt.-l h. A.M. made sail on the slede:es, and proceeded MK~de saiL, 
• ...... Ites USCu 

onwards. Those who had kites used them. They were found to be . 
both great auxiliaries. The sails had a decided advantage in pulling, but 
the kites were found very useful in steering by the wind. 

4 h. A.~J. encamped, cooked, and had dinner, and turned in. 
5 h. observed Brown's Island, N.W. by W. (true), on port bow. 

SECOND JOURNEY. , 
4 h. P~M. turn~d out, cooked, and had breakfast; packed sledges, and 

made sail. 
",6h. 30m. P."'!': started to the N.W. (true). 
, The sledges; when on hard ice, would frequently run .ahead of. the men, 
obliging them to run to keep ahead of them. 

2. B b 

Wind, S.E. by E., 6. f.s. 
Therm. + 16°. 
Estimated distance, with 
sledges, 8 miles. 
Time, 8 hours. Lunch, 1 hour. 

'Vind, S.E., 7 f.s. 8, r. 

Time of rest, 14 h. SO m. 



Therm. + 16°. 

S.E. 9 f.s. 

Estimated distance run, 10 
miles. 
Time, 6 hours. Lunch, 1 hour. 

Time of rest, ISh. 30 m. 
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11 h. 30m. observed land ahead, which proved to be a low cape. 
Midnight, lunched; melted water under the lee of the sail. 

Thursdny, 17th.-l h. A.M. proceeded onwards ~or the shor.e, blowing a 
gale from the S.E., with thick weath~r; s~edges gomg three J?llies an hour; 
it requiring great care to avoid steppmg IlltO the numerous tide cracks. 

Ih. 40m. A.M. encamped on the western side of the cape. 
3 h. cooked and had supper, and turned in. 

THIRD JOURNEY. 

4 h. P.M. cooked and had breakfast. 
6 h. 30 m. packed, and started under sail and a kite (lent by Dr. Brad-

ford), across a bay, for the autumn depot. 
Lieutenant 11J'CIintock walked Lieutenant M'Clintock and l\1r. May walked round the ba.y, and found 
round t?e .ha). An inlet dis. an inlet near the western cape, like the mouth of a small nver, and an 
~~:;:e!;o:~' Esquimaux hut, in good repair, but buried in snow. The floe across this 

bay was very good, but the snow in SOh. "laces was very soft. 
Make the autumn depot. 
Lunch. 
Wind S.E. 5, c.m.s. 
Therm. + 200. 

Dug out provisions. 

Wind, S.E. 5, a.m. 
Distance, 9 miles. 
Time, 5 h. 15 m. 

Cook called too early by mis· 
take. 
Serving out provisions. 

Weights on leaving the 
autumn depot. 

11 h. 45 m. rounded the cape; discoverec.. ~he autumn depot; landed, 
pitched, and had lunch; melted water. 

Friday, ISth.-l h. A.~1. sent hands up to dig out the depot. Found a 
notice left by Mr. M'Dougal on the 1.5th inst. 

3 h. cooked, and had dinner, and turned in. 

FOURTH JOURNEY. 

1 h. P.~1. the cook was roused by mistake, and prepared breakfast before 
the time. 3 h. P.l\!. had breakfast, and prepared to serve out provisions; 
each tent taking a portion to divide. Received from the depot nIbs. of 
pemmican, 631bs. of biscuit, and 1O~ lbs. of biscuit dust, to complete 

Put on the sledges _ i~:' twenty-seven days provisions for use of the sledge, and four days pro
Taken off - 199 visions of pemmican, pork, biscuit, rum, and fuel-rum; leaving behind 

-1-5 at the depot three cases of pemmican, weighing 70 lbs., and giving to 
Weights at first starting 1,236 Mr. M'Clintock one case, weighing 301bs. 

6/1,251 S h. P.M. packed, and proceeded, N.W. by W. (true) for a low point at 
~ first supposed to be Baker's Island. 

Weight, per man . -,jO, 11 h. 4.5 m. passed the low point. The land beyond trended in a N.N.W. 
Hours of fl''''!, 17. 
Winds, S. E. 1, c. 
Therm. + 19°. 

Lunch. 

Wind, westerly, 2, c.m. 
Distance, 12 miles. 
Therm. + 23°. 
Time, 9 hours. 
Lunch, 1 hour. 
Rest, 14 hours. 

Calm, b.c. 

Screw loose. 
Unpacked sledge. 

Lunch. 
Encamped. 
Calm, o.c.m. 
Distance, 10 miles. 
Therm. +2~. 
Hours of travelling, 9.30. 
Lunch, 1 hour. 

Wind, N.W., 5, c. drift. 

direction, as far as could be seen. 
Proceeded onwards for what appeared to be an island. Midnight. 

Satw'day, 19th April.-l h. 30m. A.M. lunched; melted water; 2 h. 40m. 
proceeded. 

Floe pretty good, but snow soft in some places. 
6 h. encamped on the floe; cooked, and had supper, and turned in. 

FIFTH JOURNEY. 

5 h. P.M. had breakfast. S h. packed sledges, and proceeded W.N.W. 
(true). Clear weather. Land round to the westward appeared to be 
continuous, having the appearance of islands. 

11 h. 30 m. sledge going heavily, found a screw III the runner had 
worked loose. Unpacked sledge, and pulled it out. 

Midnight. 

Sunday, 20th.-0 h. 30 lll. came u~ with the other sledges, they having 
stopped to lunch. Lunched, but did not melt water. 1 h. 30 m. pro
ceeded onwards for the island. 

i h. encamped two miles from the island. Cooked, had supper, and 
turned in. 

SIXTH JOURNEY. 

5 h. roused up; cooked breakfast. i h. had breakfast. 8 h. packed, 
and proceeded to the northward of what was supposed to be an island. 

Hours of rest, IS. Floe very hummocky, and snow soft. 
Wind, KW., 8, f.s.; heavy drift. 11 h. Turned, and proceeded round the point to the southward having 

gone about four or five miles to the N.W. ' 
Midnight. 
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Monday, 2ht.-2 h. A.M. arrived off the S.E. part of the point; 
encamped, and lunched. 

landed Encamped and lunched. 
, Travelling, 7 hours. 

Detained in the tent on account of the weather. 
4 h. cooked, and had supper, and turned in. 

SEVENTH JOURNEY. 

4 h. roused up, and cooked. 6 h. had breakfast, packed sledges. and 
proceeded to the westward. Placed a record about half a mile from the 
place of encampment, on the south extreme of the point. 

Midnight, lunched; melted water. 

Detained by weatheT, 3 hours. 
Wind N.W. by W. 8, f.s. 
Heavy drift. 
Therm. +6°, 
Distance made good 2 miles. 

Placed a record. 
Rest, 12 hours. 

Tuesday, 22d.-l h. A.M. proceeded to the westward for a low point of dLanded at point of Cbeyne's 
epot. 

Bathurst Island. Floe rather hummocky. 4 h. landed. In hauling ~lcdge 
on shore through a ridge of gravel carried away starboard runner. Dn-

I d d I fi 
Runner of sledge carried awayo 

Packed s e ge, an e t two hands to fish it with a spare cross bar, while . h d Encamped. the rest were gettmg up t e tent an preparing supper. 
This morning, the weather being very severe, thermometer at _ 26°, Precautions to prevent frost-
h d · d' I . h' k' I baes on the feet. eac man was ma e, mlme late y on pltC mg, to ta 'e hIS boots off, ook at 

his feet and wrap them up in his blanket baO'. By a little delay occa- James Fullerton, gUll!'er's . ' . I h b 'mate, had hIS feet frost-bltten. 
slOned by havmg to as the sledge, James Fullerton was found to have 
both great toes severely frostbitten. They were brought apparently round 
after some time, by applying cold water and the warmth of the hand, and 
by gently chafing the upper part of the feet. 

This method of endeavouring to prevent frostbites was always after- E~tremc di,tance, 10 miles. 
wards followed; and the cooking apparatus was placed so that the cook ~;~r~~~~7~: 
could do all that was required without going out of the tent. Hours 9, travelling. 

6 h h d d d 
. ~ ~ Lunch, I hour. 

. a supper, an turne m. 

EIGHTH J oun:-;EY. 

4 h. roused out. A hand from each tent was sent up to dig a hole to 
bury the depot. J ames Fullerton, complaining that his feet had been very 
uneasy, Dr. Bradford thought it advisable that he should be sent back to 
the ship with Mr. Cheyne. He was therefore exchanged for -- Elliott, 
carpenter's mate. Received from Mr. Cheyne four days provisions, in 
place of those consumed since leaving the autumn depot. Exchanged 
sledges with him. Tracks of reindeer were first seen at this place. 

S h. had breakfast. 
9 h. 30 m. packed sledges, and made sail. 
Proceeded W.S.W. (true), leaving Mr. Cheyne to bury the deptJt. 

Cheered him. Found that, with the wind a-beam, the sail was still a great 
help, but it required all hands occasionally to keep the sledge to the wind. 

Midnight. 

Digging a hole to bury depot. 

Exchanged .T. Fullerton for 
Elliott. 
Reeeive 4 days provi~ions. 

Exehange sled.2;cs. 
Tracks of reindeer seen. 
Rest, 14 hours. 
Serving provisions, 1.30. 
Wind, N. 'V., 4, c. 

Wednesday, 23d.-l h. A.~[. lunched, but did not melt water. 1 h. 20m. Lunch. 
proceeded onwards for a bold cape (the eastern cape of Bedford Bay). 

7 h. encamped on the fioe, about four miles from the cape. On exa- Encamped. 
mining the men's feet found that Foster \I'Kenzie, A.B., ha~ both great !\l'Kenzic's toes frostbitten. 
toes frostbitten, but not severely, and they came round WIthout much Hours t""oIling, 8. 10. 

trouble. Lunch, 20m. 

9 h. had supper, and turned in. ~~~t~:~c~dio miles. 

NINTH JOURNEY. 

\-Vind, N. N. 'V., 4, c. 
Therm. - Slo. 

4 h. P.M. roused out; cooked breakfast. Started. 
7 h. P.M. had breakfast; packed sledges, and proceeded, dragging through Dr,'ggin~ through hummocks. 

the hummocks for the extreme of the bold cape. lte,t, I~ huurs. 
11 h. cleared the hummocks. Midnight, encamped under the cape, Encamped. 

weather being too severe to proceed. 
Lunched, and melted water. 

Thursday, 24th.-Detained on account of the severity of the weather. 
4 h. A.M. cooked, and had supper, and turned in. 

2. B b 2 

\Vind, N. 'V., 6, b.c. ; drift. 
Therm. _26°. 
Distance, 5 Il1ile~. 
Travelling, -1: hours. 
Detained by weather, 6 hours. 



Rest, 14 hours. 
Calm, o. c.m. 
Dctainf;!u by weather, 4 hours. 

LUDch,lh. 

Encamped. 
Distance, 10 miles. 
Calm, o. c. 
Tberm., _7°. 
Travelling, 7 hours. 
Rest, 12 hours. 

" Lady Franklin" and II IIot~ 
spur ". hcaye h, sight. 

1\lr. Aldrich stands inshore to 
place a depot. 

Lunch, 1 hOUT. 

Distance, 9 miles. 
Time of travelling, 9.:30. 
Tberm. _IS°. 

Iter.t, 12 hours. 

Cross Allison's Inlet. 

Lunch, 1 hour. 

Hauled on shore. 
Encamped. 
'Vind, easterly, 1, c. m. 
Therm. -35. 
Di"tanec,9 miles. 
Hours of tra'\'elling, 8.:30. 

Re')t, 14h. :JOm. 

)Ir. Aldrich communieatcd 
with ::Ur. )1'Clintock, had seen 
9 reindeer. 

Lum .. l1, SUm. 

].Ir. )l'Clintock pitched. 

Encamped. 

His tr:l.Yclling, 8 h. 10 m. 
Distance, 1 n miles. 
'Viud, K.\Y., S, b.c. 
Therm. -] 9°. 
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TENTH JOURNEY. 

i h. P.~!. had breakfast. Detained in the tent until II h. P.M. Packed 
sledges, and proceeded westward (true). Snow soft. 

Friday, 25t1l.-3 h. lunched; melted water. 
4. h. proceeded onwards for a low point (the wes.tern cape of Bedford 

Bay). The snow near the point .soft, and the. draggmg heavy. 
7 h. encamped on the western sIde of the pomt. Cooked, and had supper, 

and turned in. 

ELEVENTH JOURNEY. 

4 h. P.M. roused up. 7 h. had breakfast. 
::-; h. 30 m. packed, and procee.ded along the shor~, i~side the hummocks; 

sleclo-es O'oin<r alon" very heaYlly, and the men smkmg to the ancles at o 0 0 0 

every step. 
9 h. observed two sledges in the offing, which proved to be the" Lady 

Franklin" Lieutenant Aldrich, and the" Hotspur," Mr. Pearse. 
10 h. ilauled out on the floe. Joined Mr. Aldrich. Found them to be 

all well. 
10 h. 30 m. made sail to a light breeze from the eastward. Messrs. 

Aldrich and Pearse stood in for a small bay, about seven miles eastward of 
Allison's Inlet, to place a depot. 

Midnight. 

Srdurday, 26th.-I h. A.M. lunched; melted watcr. 
2 h. proceeded onwards for a low point three miles eastward of Alli. 

son's Inlet. 
Floe tolerably good. 
7 h. encamped on the point; had supper, and turned in. 

TWELFTH Jor!{~Ey. 

5 h. P.~I. :Messrs. Aldrich and Pearse came up, and lunched. Cooked 
and had breakfast. 

7 h. P.~1. packed, and proceeded for Allison's Inlet. 
11 h. crossed the inlet. Mr. Aldrich encamped under a small hill 

where Allison's Inlet is marked on Parry's chart. Found it to be a small 
bay, the opening in the land giving it the appearance at a short distance 
of a deep inlet. 

Midnight, lunched; melted water. 

Sunday, '27th.-I h. proceeded westward for Cape Cockburn. Floe 
hummocky, and snow soft. -1 h. hauled in for the low beach between 
Cape Cockburn und Allison's Bay. -1 h. 30 m. encamped on the land; 
had supper, and turned in. 

THIRTEENTH JOt:RNEY. 

4 h. P.:\!. roused up; prepared and hud breakfast. 
7 h. packed, and proceeded "'estward over the low land for Cape 

Cockburn. 
Mr. Aldrich communicated with )Ir. )I'Clintock; stated that they 

had seen 9 reindeer during the night, ,,,hich came to within three hundred 
yards of the tents. 

A great number of the tracks of deer and hares seen. Midnight. 

,1/ondll.lJ, 28th.-0 h. 30 m. lunched; melted water. 
I h. 20. proceeded onwards for the cape. 
3 h. Jlr. M'Clintoek pitched in consequence of James Wilkie being 

takpl\ unwell. 
-1 h. encamped about four miles eastward of the hill on Cape Cockburn. 
The sledges came over the land vcry heavily, as the snow was in some 

places thin and so~t, and they sometimes dragged partially on the sand. 
The land here IS composed of fine sand, frozen hard· and there are 

large patches of vegetation on it, at which the deer had recently been 
scratching. 

, h .. ur. had supper, and turned in. 
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FOURTEENTH JOURNEY. 

4 h. P.~l. Lieutenant Aldrich and Mr. Pearse came np, and encamped 
in company, to lunch. Cooked and had breakfast. 

, 7 h. Mr. M'Cli!ltock came up; down tent, packed sledge, and pro-
ceeded round the hIll for Cape Cockburn. A hare seen. Midnight, lunched. 

Tuesday, 29th.-0 h. 30 Il1. proceeded onward. 
2 h. 30. A.M. encamped one mile west of Cape Cockburn. 
Sent on~ hand from each tent to dig the. hole for ~urying the deput; 

a work whIch took two hours, and was contmued durmg the day by the 
watehkeeper. The grounded hummocks on Cape Cockburn werc YlTI' 

heavy, but the floe to the westward appeared good, as £'11' as we could sec: 
Sent Elliott, carpenter's mate, by order, to Mr. May's sledge" Excellent," 

and received in exchange J. Bartlett from Dr. Bradford's sledge" Resolute." 
6 h. had supper, and turned in. 

4 h. roused up. 
had breakfast. 

FIRST J OenNEY, returning. 

Employcq preparing provisions for servmg out. , h. 

Sent to Lieutenant M'Clintock's sledge Robert Urquhart and Thomas 
Hood, marines, and received in exchange James Rogers and "'illiam 
Richards, A.B.s, invalided with frostbitten toes. 

Issued to each sledge five days provisions, and buried deput. 
S h. 30. P.~l. sledges started to the westward under sail; gan- them 

three cheers, which they returned. 
Sent sledge towards Allison's Bay, and kept one hand to raise a heap 

of earth and stones over the depot. 10 h. left a record, and proceeded 
after the sledge. 

Midnight, came up with the sledge three miles eastward of the hill. Up 
tent, and lunched, but did not melt water. 

Wednesday, 30th Ap1"il.-l h. A.:l-l. down tent, and proceeded. I h. 
30 m. A.M. observed Mr. Pearse encamped ahead. :2 h. 20 m. encamped 
in company. Cooked, and had supper, and turned in. 

SECOND JOURNEY, returning. 

10 h. 30 m. A.U. roused up; cooked and had hreakfast. 
O. h. 30 m. P.M. packed sledge, and proceeded for Allison's Inlet, after 

Mr. Pearse, who had started half an hour previously. 
5 h. P.M. came up with Mr. Pearse; lunched. 

)fr. Aldrich joins. 

Rest, IS hours. 
.\lr. l\1'Clintock joins. 
Lunched, 30 m. 

Elicamped. 
Digging hole to bury Jep(,t. 

State of the icc:. 

"lind. l'.W., J, C. 
Till'I"lT'.. -~7:'. 
Dist,lllce, 6 miles. 
Travelling, 7 hours. 
Rest, 13 h. SO m. 

necei,;c invalidlii. 

h..,ued JlIO\'isions. 
Duricd depot. 
Estimated weights rl.!turnillg. 

Constant - - ll)~·. ~40 

Provisions and p3cbg'l'-; l!.,l() 

5(l60 
1.\:1' lUall 7~ 

~:.lb,;. allowed to l'on~tant 
\t'ci::!hts fOl" wet (Ill blankets, 
woif .. ,J. .. infi, and boob, &c.; ... ledge 
nut included. 
One man ullahle to drag, and 
3nother cuuld drag hilt little. 
Sen'ing out provi ... ions alHl 
hurying dep()t, 411. :10m. 
I~ullch, 1 h. 
'rind, S.L. Ii, t: 
Snow-drift. 
Distance, H miles. 
Therm. - ~WO. 

'l'lllll' travelling, 4h. 50m. 
Best. 10h. 10m. 

Lunch,30m. 

5 h. 30 m. proceeded onwards in company. 
7 h. cros~ed the bay. S h. P.M. encamped about a mile and a half Encamped. 

eastward of the inlet. Observed five deer grazing about two miles from Fi," deer seen. 

the tent. Proceeded after them with Geo. \Vood, boatswain'~ mate, Went ashore after 'hem. 

leaving the rest to prepare supper. Found them very shy, hut they did 
not appear to be afi'aid of a shot. They would let us get no nearer than 
about three hundred yards, and would then quietly trot off to about a (llHlrter 
of a mile. Had four or five long shots without effect, and finding myself 
three or four miles from the tent, and the deer more than a mile from 
me, I thonght it prudent to return. There were in this place numerous :'\umErOUS tracks SOCII. 

tracks of deer and hares, one or 1\\"0 of bears and some foxes; the ground 
thickly covered with large patches of vegetation. 

10 h. 30 m. returned to the tent; had supper, and turned in. .!\Ir. Pearse 
had encamped a mile astern, in consequence of ::Vlalcolm, one of his men, 
being taken very ill. 

THIRD JOURNEY, returning. 

Thu,1"sday, 1st 1I1ay.-1O h. A.~I. ronsed up; cooked. and had hre~~k
fast Noon, packed sledge; made sail, and proceeded I? compan.y WIth 
Mr. Pearse to the eastward, for the extreme of the pomt on wInch ,re 
encamped on the Q6th. Left a notice. 

4 h. P.M. observed two bears ahead; lowered sails, and hid behind the 
sledges. 

2. Bb3 

SLlPIll'r. 
::\11'. P'.!ar .... l' astern. 
'''ind, southerly, I, h.('. 
Distance, 14 miles. 
Therm. + 10. 
Travclliuf!:, 7 hours. 
""'ind, N.'V., 2, b.c. 
Hl'~tJ 1 fj hours. 

Proceeded under sail. 

2 bears seen. 
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The bears then slowiy came to within a hu~dred yards, and the~ began 
smelling round the hummocks. At last. the bigger of the two, h~Vlng, we 
supposed, smelt a seal, co~mellc~d. makmg. a h?le through the I~e, cl?se 
to a hummock, which he did by rIsmg on his hmd legs, and fal!mg with 
the whole weight of his body on his fore legs, and .then scrapmg away 
the snow with his fore-paws. This he repeat.ed ~ntIl he h~d m~de his' 
hole, and he then put his head and shoulders m~o It, and. waited m that 
position for some time, the small one all the while watchmg the sledges 
attentively. . ' . 

As there was no chance of his commg nearer under present Clrcum-, 
stances, and we were getting cold, and tired of waiting, we thought it 
better to creep towards them, and get a shot where they were. I there
fore, having duck clothes on, crept out towards them, f?l1ow~d by one of 
Mr. Pearse's men at a short distance, Mr. Pearse keepmg hiS gun as a 
reserve. Having got to within ab?ut fifty yard~, and they appearing 
inclined for a start, I fired, but either missed hIm altogether, or only 
wounded him slightly; for he made a run at me, and I retreated towards 
the sledge for my second gun, and the man behind me fired, and hit the 
small one. The men suddenly appearing from behind the sledges at this 
moment, they turned tail and ran. My second gun missed fire. Mr. Pearse 
and myself followed them to a short distance, but they were soon out of 
sight. 

Lunch,SOm. . . .. 5 h. 1'.~I. lunched. :111'. Pearse went on shore to Mr. Aldrich's depot, 
~:~i,::earse OlSlts Mr. Aldr,cb s and I followed him. There was a bear's track close to the depot, but he 

had not attempted to touch it. 
5 h. 30 m. Sledges proceeded onwards. Learned from Mr. Pearse his 

intention to proceed straight for the ships, and not visit the depots. 
Calm, o. m.s. 
Distance, 10 miles. 
Therm., _15°, 
Travelling, 9 h. 30 m. 

Calm, o. m.s. 

Rest, 10 hours. 
South, 3 m. 2 h. 5 m. 
Left a notice. 

Went on ahead in consequence. 
10 h. P.:\!. encamped about a mile and a half from the western cape of 

Bedford Bay. Cooked and had supper. 
After supper, on going out of the tent, I perceived a large bear 

walking slowly along to the eastward, about a hundred yards astern of 
the tent in shore, amongst the hummocks. Went after him with two 
guns and a pike. Found, on coming to his track, that he had been picking 
o~t all the hard ice to walk on, and that he was bleeding. After following 
hiS track for about halfan hour we returned to the tent. On our way back. 
it struck me that when firing at the deer the evening previously I had 
put into the rifle a larger charge of powder than was requisite for a short 
distance, and had again done the same thing in hastily reloading. I there
fore tried the range on a hummock about fifty yards off and a foot high, 
and the ball went a foot over it. On loading with the reduced charge 
the ball struck right in the centre. This would account for my missing 
the bear when I had so good a shot at him. 

:;\Iidnight, took a good look round, and turned in. Observed Mr. Pearse 
encamped about a mile astern. 

FOURTH JOURNEY, returning. 

Friday, 2d.~10 h. A.~1. roused up; cooked and had breakfast. Packed 
sledge; made sail, and proceeded across Bedford Bay. 

1 h. 30. passed two or three miles inside a low island off the western 
Lost sight ofth. "Holspur." cape of Bedford Bay, not marked in Parry's chart. 1 h. 40 m; lost sight 

of Mr. Pearse. 

Passed a low island. 

Lunch,20m. 5 h. passed the peaked hill. Lunched under the lee of the sail. 
5 h. 20 m. proceeded eastward for the bold point under which we 

encamped on the 23d. 
E~camped. . 9 h. encamped under the bold point. Cooked had supper and 
Wmel, soutb, 7 .m.; heavy dnft. turned . " 
Distance, 1 ~ m1les. ill. 
Therm.oo. 

Travelling, 9 hours. 
South, 9-8. c.m.q. 
Heavy drift. 
Therm. +2°, 
Rest, 12 hours. 

FIFTH JOURNEY, returning. 

SatUJ'~ay, 3d.~During the night the wind freshened to a gale, with 
heavy drIft, and very thick weather. Detained in consequence until 



( 199 ) 

Sunday, 4th.-I h. A.". the weather moderating, packed sledge, and 
proceeded E.N.E. (true) (under sail) for Mr. Cheyne's depot. 6rn. A.M. 

lunched. 6 h. 20 m. A.~1. proceeded onwards. 
In consequence o~ the thickness of the ':I'eather,. not being able to see 

the land half a mIle off, we found, on Its cleanng off a little that we 
had gone too far north and into the bay. 11 h. observed th~ point of 

Detained by weather, 16 hours 
Therm. + 10, 
Left a notice. 
Lunch,20m. 

Cheyne's depot on the starboard bow. 
Down sail, and proceeded on towards it. Noon, on going on shore to Southerly, S, c. 

look for the depot, observed a deer grazing. Got within two hundred 
vards of it; fired, and lamed it. It made off on three legs. Wounded a deer. 

1 h. P.M. reached the depot. Encamped, and dug out provisions. 
James Rogers, whose toe was getting worse, had during the latter 

part of the journey been obliged to sit on the sledge. 
3 h. P.M. had supper, and turned in. 

SIXTH JOURNEY, returning. 

Travelling, llb. 4Om. 
Reach Cheyne's depot. 
Wind southerly, 5, c.m. 
Diitance, IS miles. 
Thenn. + 100. 

Monday, 5th.-Took four days provisions for one party, and buried Rest, IO hours. 
the remainder, increasing the heap of stones on it, and leaving a record. 

1 h. A.M. packed, and proceeded S. E. (true) for autnmn depot. 
5 h. A.M. lunched; up tent, and melted water. 
6 h. proceeded onwards with James Rogers on the sledge. 9 h. en-

camped. Observed the point on which we encamped on the 21st of April 
bearing about north (true), and distant three or four miles. 

Had supper, and turned in. 

SEVENTH JOURNEY, returning. 

6 P.M. roused out. Had breakfast. 
8h. packed sledge, and made sail for the low point 6 miles N.W. by W. 

(true) from the autumn depot. 
Midnight. 

N.E.~ 4, c.m. j drift. 
Lunch,lh. 
James Rogers on the sledge. 
Encamped. 
Wind, N.E. 3, b.c. 
Distance, II miles. 
Time, 8 hours. 
Therm. +4°, 

Rest, 9 hour", 
Left a notice. 
Proceeding for autumn depot. 

Tuesday, 6th.-lh. A.M. lunched. 
low point. 

1 h. 30m. proceeded onwards for the Lunch, 30m. 
Encamped. 

5h. A.M. encamped, the low point east (true) 4 miles. 
supper, and turned in. 

Wind, N.N.W. 2, b.c. 
Cooked, and had Distance, II miles. 

Time, Sh. 30m. 

EIGHTH JOURNEY, returning. 

5h. roused out. Had breakfast. 
8h. packed, and proceeded under sail. 
lOh. 30m. passed the low point, running across the bay for the autumn 

depot. 
Midnight. Lunched. 

Wednesday, 7th.-Oh. 30m. proceeded onwards for autumn depot. 
3h. A.M. arrived at the depot. Found a paper left by Mr. M'Dougall on 

the 20th, and one by Mr. Cheyne on the 2.5th of April. Encamped, and 
dug out provisions. Took from the depot :2 days pemmican, pork, biscuit, 
chocolate, sugar, and biscuit dust, 3 days rum and fuel, and 1 tin of 

Therm. +4°. 

Rest, 1:2 hours. 
Left a record. 
Pass the Jow point. 

Lunch,30m. 

Arrive at the depot. 

soup. N.W. 3, c. 

5h. had supper, and turned in. Distance, 10 miles. 

NINTH JOURNEY, returning. 

4h. P.M. roused out. Had breakfast. Buried depot, and left a paper. 
8h. proceeded round the point to the E.S.E. (true). 
Midnight. 

Time, 7 hours. 
Therm.Oo. 

Rest, 11 hours. 

S.S.W. I, c.m. 

~hurs~ay', 8th May.-lh. lunched. lh. 30m. proceeded. No land seen f::t;h,4~:n;~' 
durmg thIS Journey, steering by the wind and the ridges of snow. 3h. ob- Encamped. 
served the point on which we encamped on the 17th. 4h. A.M. encamped Wind, S.W., 5,. c.m.; drift. 

2 '1 S E if h . h d d d . DISt.,nce, 10 miles. mI es . . om t e pomt. Cooked and a supper, an turne m. Therm. +60, 
2. B b 4 Time, 7h. 30m. 



Rc~t. 12 hours. 
S.S.W. 6. c.m.; drift. 
S.S.W. 6. c.; drift. 
Observed Griffith's Island. 

I,nnch. SOm. 
Encamped 
S. S.W. 3. c.rr. 
Distnnce, 11 mile<;. 
Therm. _ 2°, 

Time, 8 hours. 
Resf, 811. SOm. 
Sec the ships. 

l)n"~ the point of starting. 

Time,S hours. 
Arri'n:' along'iide. 

lUI 

t 
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TENTH JOURNEY, returning. 

4h. P.M. roused out. Had breakfast. 
7h. packed sledges, made sail, and proceeded onwards for the ships. 
Midnight. Observed Griffith's Island and the round cape. Lunched. 

FTida.y, 9th.-Proceeded onwards midway between the island and cape. 
:3h. 30m. pitched under the round cape; had supper, and turned in. 

ELEVENTH JOURNEY, returning. 

::\oon, roused up. Had breakfast. 
I h. 30m. packed sledge, made sail, and proceeded. Observed H.M. ships 

" Hesolute" and" Assistance" ahead. 
4h. passed the point from whence we started with the sledges on the 

l.ith April. 
Parties from the ships came to assist in bringing the sledge alongside. 
6h. arrivcd alongside the" Assistance." 

Thc thermometers, excepting the 22d and 27th of April, were copied 
from the ship's log. 

TnAcK CHART of H.M. sledge "Dasher," from Griffith's Island to Cape 
Cockburn, from the 15th April 1851 to the 29th, and returning, from 
the 29th April to the 9th of May 1851, by W. B. Shellabear, second 
master, commanding. 

The land in tllis ellart is laid down by the eye to the westward of Bedford Bay, corretted 
from Parry's cltart. 
--. OutWa1'd Journeys. 
_ - - -I Homeward Journeys. 

The jigures del/ote the Journeys. Those marked R ,'ctllrn Journeys. 
IrJIJ "0 98 97 86 

CAAR2:T 

I 

t 
100 Sf) D8 87 96 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

th;~I ~~?l~sio; 1 ofdnearlj : every case of frostbitten toes which occurred in 
. • e, I c s an partIes was the smallness of the boots. Although 
w~en !:eyle~ the stIPS they were fully large, yet, being made of canvass, 
: etn t ey.go . "h·etfit ey. shrun~ considerably, and freezing bound up the 
100 , S oppmg t e ree cI.rculahon. ' 
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From the 22d of April until the beginning of May nearly every man in 
the tent had to walk in the call\'a~s mocassins, which were protected with a 
double sole of canvass. When the weather became warmer they again took 
to the bo?ts. The Esquimaux bo?ts were f?und to be v~ry good things 
to walk m, as were also deer-skm mocassms. The shlpmade sealskin 
boots had a decided advantage over the canvass, but would not last nearly 
so long. 

Dr. Bradford found that the quantity of moisture which condenses on 
the inside of the tent was greatly diminished by having holes in the upper 
part, about an inch and a half in diameter, fitted with plugs, so that they 
could be opened and shut at pleasure. He had the driest tent of all. w" e 
never on the outward journey pitched the tents for lunch, but when the 
weather was too severe to melt water had grog and a bit of biscuit, and 
went on. This was the men's choice, as the question was put to them 
through their officers, whether they would pitch and stop for an hour, or 
whether they would rather go on, and they always prefcrred going on. 

When the weather was very cold, and there was little or no wind, they 
could keep their feet warmer by moving about than they would have been 
able to do in the tent for so short a time, when they had no opportunity 
of changing their buots. 

During the return journeys we used generally to pitch the tent for 
lunch when there was any wind, as the weather was warmer, and we could 
always keep warm when out of the wind. 

On parting eumpany with Mr. M'Clintoek, we changed the hours of 
travelling from night to day, in Older to keep company with Mr. Fearse, 
but on parting company with him we again changed, as the glare during 
the day was very great, and I observed two of the men's eyes looking 
inflamed. 

There were on the return journey but three men who could pull properly; 
James Rogers being the latter part of the time on the sledge, William 
Richards, A.B., having badly frostbitten toes, and J. Bartlett (marine), 
suffering from rheumatism in his knees; but the two last continued dragging 
as well as they could until we arrived alongside. 

The allowance of provisions with which we were supplied gave general 
satisfaction; but owing to having to serve out to three partiES, and wishing 
to give everyone full measure, we found on measuring off the remainder 
for ourselves (five days) that the biscuit was rather short, and full of dust, 
and that the drinking and fuel I'Um were short nearly a day's allowance. 
As we had only left the ship with the "six gills a day" allowance, this 
last was a great loss; and on coming to Mr. Cheyne's depbt we found 
that there was only a pint a day of spirits of wine, two gallons being all we 
found there to supply four parties for four days. 

We managed, however, to get 011 very well by burning some of the fat 
of the pork. 

We found we could always get enough bread dnst out of the bread to 
mix with the pemmican; and I think a small addition to the allowance of 
biscuit, instead of dust, would be desirable. 

The behaviour of the men who were placed under my charge during 
the 24 days was most unexceptionable; I had never occasion to sayan 
angry word to anyone of them during the whole period, neither did I hear 
one between themselves. They always showed a ready obedience to all 
orders, and great zeal for the cause in which we were embarked. 

Their willingness to supply those going onwards with anything they 
required, although they themselves might suffer from the want of it for a 
short time, gave me great pleasure. 

In the return journey the three men who were well voluntarily undertook 
all the duties of cooking, and all that might be required outside after we 
encamped, and were constantly desiring James Rogers to get on the sledge 
some time before he did; but he would not give up walking (although I 
too advised him to do so) until he could literally walk no farther. 

Of the three men I brought home belonging to my own party, one was 
quite well, and two had frostbites on their toes. . 

2. C c 
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PROVISIONS remaining at the Autumn Depot, 8th May 1851. 

Number of days 
Remarks. Description of Quantity. for I Party of 

Provisions. 7 men. 

Pemmican - 831bs. - 12 
Pork - - 291bs. - II Looked rather short. 
Biscuit - - 10 ilbs. - 2 There should be more, but we 

could not find it. 
Rum (fuel) - 4 gals. - 18 As near as we could guess. Had 

no means of measuring. 
Biscuit dust - About SIbs. 
Chocolate - It tins - 2 One tin missing. 
Sugar - - I40zs. - 8 
Tobacco - - 2lbs. 8 oz. - 12 
Soup - - 2 tins - - - - Left behind going out from three 

days allowance for two sledges. 

In estimating the above, I have endeavoured to be rather under than over the 
actual quantity. The rum we found was all medicated. 

Captain H. T. Austin, C.B., 
H. M. Ship "Resolute," 

and in charge of the expedition. 

W. B. SHELLABEAR, Second Master, 
H. M. Steamer" Intrepid," late in command of 

H. M. Sledge "Dasher." 

TOTALS. 
No. of days out 14 
No. of days home 1 0 
No. of hours travelled 192. 5m. 
Estimated distance travelled - 245 miles. 
No. of hours encamped for rest and detained at depots 320. 10m. 
No. of hours fOI' luncheon I5.50m. 
No. of hoUl'" detained by weather 32. 
Mean rate of travellinp:, per day 10. 2m. 
Distance in a ,tmight line 160 miles. 

W. B. SHELLABEAR. 

Captain AUSTIN to Mr. W. B. SHELLABEAR, Second Master of Her Majesty's 
Steam Tender" Intrepid," late in command of the Sledge" Dasher." 

. Her Majesty's Ship " Resolute," at Winter Quarters, between 
SIr, Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, 21st \Iay 1851. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your report of proceedings from 
the 15th ultimo to the 9th instant, and to express my satisfaction with the 
manner in which you have carried out the service intrusted to you. 

With your account of the generous and kind feeling evinced by and the 
general good conduct of the people who were under you I am much 
pleased; which has been made known to them. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain, &c. 

Enclosure 18 of No. 11 of 1851. 

Captain AUSTIN to Abraham R. BRADFORD Esq., Surgeon, Her Majesty's 
Ship" Resolute," in charge of the Sledge" Resolute." 

By Horatio T. Austin, Esq., C.B., Captain of Her Majesty's Ship 
"Resolute," and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas. 

Looking to the extensive o~erations about to be entered upon, and to 
the number of persons who Will be employed in the line of search to the 
westward, it is a cause of great satisfaction to me, when availing myself 
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of your earnest desire to proceed in the search to Melville Island, to know 
that there will be a medical officer of your experience and general fitness 
in that direction. 

You will therefore now take under your command the six men hereafter 
named, who one and all have volunteered and been chiefly selected by 
yourself for this service, and who with their sledge have been under your 
control and responsibility far preparation and equipment since the 10th 
ultimo. Place yourself under the orders of Lieutenant M'Clintock, and 
follow such directions as you may from time to time receive from him 
during the period of this particular service. 

I appoint you as second to that officer, in the full confidence that, 
whether in company or detached, your best efforts will be exerted to carry 
out the great object of our mission, the most active, earnest, and perse
vering search for our missing countrymen. 

Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," in 
Winter Quarters between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, the 7th of 
April 1851. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 

The SIX MEN referred to. 

Robert Hoile, sailmaker - -
Moses Tew, A.B. - - H M' t' Sh' "Resolute." 

Benjamin Young. captain foretop -} 

Eli Bone, A.B. _ _ er aJes y s lp 
William Swaney, A.B. -
Samuel Rogers, private R.M. -

Extended party, provisioned and equipped for 40 days, with olle runner sledge. 

OFFICERS and MEN composing the Party. 

Names. 

1\lr. A. n.. Bradford -
Benjamin Young 
James Robinson 

Rank or Rating. 

Surl!eon 

Belonging to. 

i 

= '1 

H. M. Sledge, " Resolute. 

Robert Hoile 
Moses Tew 

Captain foretop 
Captain forecastle 
Sail maker 
A.B. 

- : I Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," - ',' r Ct' H T A (' MOTTO.-" Onward to tbo r.· ap am . . us In. scue." 

William Sweeney 
Samuel Hogers 

A.B. 
Pri\'ate R.M. = I J 

Mr. A. R. BRADFORD, Surgeon, Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," to Captain 
AI'STIN. 

. Her Majesty's Ship " Resolute," between Griffith's and 
SIr, Cornwallis Islands, August 1851. 

In compliance with your orders I have the honour to transmit a journal 
of my proceedings from the lith April to 4th July 1851, whilst. in charge 
of the sledge "Resolute," attached to the western division commanded by 
Lieutenant M'Clintock, including the period I was detached by that officer 
for the exploraion of the eastern coast of Melville Island, coast lines ot 
Byam Martin Island, and Graham Moore Bay. 

After being detached from Mr. M'Clintock, very few opportunities 
offered for taking obsen'ations of the sun, &c., in consequence of' the 
prevalence of fogs and mists. 

The coast line of Melville Island from 10 miles north of Point Griffiths 
to my farthest north, about 76° 21' N. lat., I purpose laying down in the 
track ~hart from compass bearings, which were taken with great care and 
attentIOn. 

~n my circuit of' Byam Martin Island I was entirely dependent on obser
vatIOns of the sun for bearings, as an accident to the compass on my return 
from Melville Island rendered it useless. 

I have also the honour to forward you a few geological specimens from 
the east coast, Melville Island, with a small quantity of coal picked up in 
a stream on Bathurst Island. 

2. C c 2 
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The health of the party was generally good, though at one period 
about the termination of the excessive cold weather, most of the men be~ 
to exhibit some symptoms of general debility, the effect of protracted 
fatiO'ue, cold, and the want of a change of diet. A few "fi'ostbites n 

occ~rred in the early stages of the journey, which an immediate attention 
to prevented becoming serious, and thereby the necessity of sending any 
one of the party back was obviated. 

In conclusion, I am much gratified in feeling it a duty incumbent on me 
to bring under your particular notice the praiseworthy conduct of Ben
jamin Young, petty officer of the sledge, the other two petty officers and 
men composing the party, the whole having conducted themselves to my 
entire satisfaction, showing cheerfulness and zeal, and great power of 
endurance, though exposed for upwards of 20 days, towards the latter 
end of the journey, to continual wet in snow and ice but partially 
thawed. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) A. R. BRADFORD, Surgeon, 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute." 

ABSTRACT OF ORDERS from Captain AUSTIN. 

Looking to the extensive operations about to be entered upon, and to 
the number of persons that will be employed in the line of search to the 
westward, it is a cause of great satisfaction to me, when availing myself 
of your earnest desire to procecd in the search to Melville Island, to know 
that there will be a medical officer of your experience and general fitness 
in that direction. 

You will therefore now take under your command the party of six men 
hereafter named, who one and all have volunteered and 'been chiefly 
selected by yourself for this service, and who with their sledge have been 
under your control and responsibility for preparation and equipment since 
the 10th ultimo. Placc yourself under the orders of Lieutenant M'Clin
tocK, and follow such directions as you may from time to time receive from 
him for this particular service. 

I appoint you as second to that officer, in full confidence that, whether 
in company or detached, your best efforts will be exerted to carry out the 
great object of our mission, the most active, earnest, and persevering search 
for our missing countrymen. 

Given under my hand on board Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," in 
Winter Quarters between Cornwallis and Griffith's Islands, 7th April 
1851. 

(Signed) 
A. Rose Bradford, Esq., Surgeon, &c. 

HORATIO T. ArsTI!I". 

ABSTRACT Of' ORDERS fi'om Lieutenant M'CLINTOCK, on being detached at 
Point Griffiths, Melville Island. 

Her :\Iajesty's Sledge" Perseverance," off Point Griffiths, 
;\Ielville Island, llth May 1851. 

Having arrived at Melville Island, and feeling confident that my ow~ 
resources are adequate for the fulfilment of my orders, viz. the examI
nation of Winter Harbour and intermediate line of coast, I gladly avail 
myself of the permission gi\'en me by Captain Austin to detach you upon 
a similar duty of search; the more so as you are in every respect equipped 
similarly to myself, and by detaching you at this extremity of the island 
a great increase of coast line may be examined. 

Y o~ will therefore take up the lin.e of search from this point northwards, 
followmg the eastern coast. of M~l Ville Islal!d, and examining it with car~.; 
and should you reach Pomt Nlas, exam me the cairn erected by Sir 
Edward Parry.; brin~ away any records you may find, replacing them by. 
one of those With whIch yon are furnished; and having proceeded as far as 
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your provIsIOns will admit, examine the western coast of Byam Martin 
Island on your return, or any land or islands visible to the northwards, 
including Sabine Island and Apparent Island. 

But should the opening between this land and that of Byam Martin 
Island prove to be only a deep bight, you will trace it round, keeping the 
land constantly on your left hand. On arriving at the depot, take your 
proportion of provisions, leave a record, and without further delay prose
cute the search northwards along the eastern coast of Byam Martin Island 
as far as your provisions will admit. I wish to draw your particular 
attention to all head-lands and exposed points where beams or traces of 
wreck are most likely to be found. 

In the first place, the depot on Byam Martin Island is a point of rendez
vous, date 14th June. If the second party does not arrive within 36 hours, 
the first party, whether it be yours or mine, will proceed to Bathurst Island, 
and coast round "Graham Moore Bay" to the depot at Cape Cockburn, 
when 36 hours, if it can be spared, will be allowed for the second party to 
come up, and which will travel direct from Byam Martin Island, if the 
state of the ice permits, whence the first party will proceed direct to Cape 
Capel and Cornwallis Island depots, and to the ships. 

Having fully discussed the performance of this duty with you, there is 
nothing further for me to state, being fully convinced that yourself and 
party are equal to the task assigned you, and all that human efforts can 
accomplish will be ably carried out. 

You have my most sincere wishes for the health of yourself and party. 

(Signed) F. L. M'CLINTOCK. 
A. R. Bradford, Esq., Surgeon, &c. 

JOURNAL oftlle PROCEEDINGS of Her Majesty's Sledge" Resolute." 

Tuesda.lJ, 15th Apl'il.-Left Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute" at 6h. 2() 111. First Journey. 

P.M. with the travellino- parties Captain Austin most of the officers and To N.W. end Griffith's Island, 
. 0' . ' . -. from thence towards Corn-

men belongmg to the squadron, accompanymg 11S to the .N. 'V. pomt ot wallis Island. 

Griffith's Island, whence the sledges had been advanced on the 12th Travelled, IOh. 10m. 

instant. 9 h. 30 m. reached the sledges. Heard a short prayer read by 
Captain Austin, who afterwards took leave of each officer and sledge 
party in succession, exhorting them to behave with zeal, and to show a 
cheerful obedience to their officers, under the many accidents and trials 
that might befal them in the long journey they were entering upon. 

At 10 h. P.)f. the sledges of the western division under the command of 
Lieutenant M'Clintock formed line a-hcad in the under-mentioned order, 
and proceeded towards Cornwallis Island: "Perseverance," Lieutenant 
M'Clintock; "Dasher," Mr. Shellabear, Second Master, "Limited" to 
the above; "Resolute," Mr. Bradford, Surgeon; "Excellent,"" Limited," 
to "Resolute," and under charge of Mr. May, Mate; with the "Parry," 
Mr. Cheyne, Mate, "Auxiliary" to the western division. Mutual cheering 
took place between the divisions as they separated towards their several 
points of destination, in which our friends remaining behind in the ships 
heartily joined. 

Wednesday, 16th.-30m. A.:\f. stopped to lunch. Ih. 30m. A.~f. resumed 
our course under sail, the floor-cloth having been fitted for the purpose. 
The floe at first starting was very good for travelling. It has now become 
rougher, and the hummocks are larger and more numerous. 

4h. 30m. A.M encamped on the floe. Thermometer 15° +. 'Vind N.'V., Distance, 15 miles. 

fresh and squally. 

6h. P.M. proceeded in the direction of Cornwallis Island. Fresh breezes Second Joumey. 

and .squally, with drift. Sledges under sail, and in the squalls almost :r.~~::;t:d:~f,~wallis Lond. 
runnmg over the men. lOh. P.~I. sighted the land of Cornwallis Island. 

Thurs~ay, 17th.-Ih. A.M. stopped to lunch. 2h. A.M. encamped on Distance, 11 miles. 
CornwallIs Island to the eastward of the inlet. 
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Third Journey. 

Along the coast of Cornwallis, 
to depot N. of Brown's hland. 
Travelled, 5h. 30m. 

Distance, 8 miles. 

Fourth Journey. 

From autumnal depot toward .. 
Bathurst Land. 

Travelled, 9h. Sm. 

Distance, 12 miles. 

Fifth Journey. 

Towards the peaks of Bathurst 
Land. 

Travelled, 9h. SSm. 

Distance, ) 1 miles. 

Sixth Journey. 

Making our way round and 
acro .. s the baY'iconneC'ting COI'Il

~'allis nnd B.1thur<..' L:mds. 
Travelled, 4h, 30nl. 

Distance, 6 miles. 

Seventh Joumzy, 

Towards a point under thl" 
Peak.., BathUl st Land. Cour;:-, 
iDside of Baker Island. 

Cape Capel. 

Travelled, 

Distance-, 10 miJes. 

Eighth Journey. 

Towards a headland, "', of 
Bradford Bay, Bathurst Land. 
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6h. 10m. P.M. proceeded in the direction of the autumnal depot to the 
northward of Brown's Island. llh. 40m. reached depot, and found 
Mr. j\f'Dolwal's notice. He ~tates that he had replenished the depot, 
which had b~en destroyed by bears. The pemmi<;an esc,aped damage, from 
being frozen hard. Encamped below the depot. Fresh breezes from 
the N.W. 

Fridny, 18th.-Noon, strong breezes, with heavy drift. Thermometer 
21 ~ ° +. Sh .. Sm. P.~. procee~ed in the direction of Bath.u~st hl~nd, under 
sail. Received before leavmg camp four days provISIOns, Issued by 
Mr. :'Il'Clintock from the depot. 

SaturdllY, 19th.-5h. 10m. A.:\,I. encamped on the floe, having passed a 
point of land soon after midnight. We had a f:esh breeze on commencing 
the journey, which towards midnight became light. The floe has been in 
some places very rough; on the smoother part gre~t 'progress was made. 
The night has been too dark to make the land out dlstmctly. 

8h. 7m. P.~I. proceeded on our journey towards distant high land. 
II h. 50m. floe very smooth. The men appear to be in good health and 
spirits. They sweat less, and in consequence their thirst is not so great. 

SltIldn!/, 20th.-Halted to lunch. "Dasher" not up; they had to un
load, from a screw being loose in the runner band. High land in sight, 
supposed to be part of Bathurst Island, bearing E.S.E. 2h. 20m. A.M. re
sumed journey across the floe. Thermometer 19° +. 6h. A.M. encamped 
off a point which showed out from under the high land as the light in
creased. 8h. A.M. supplied one man as a "look out" to the camp. 

7h. P.M. Proceeded towards what we supposed to be the north end of 
Baker Island. On ncaring the point anotner headland opened out, and so 
on ,c\'eral others in succession as we advanced to the northward. It was 
blowing strong from the X.W., with thick weather, when we left the en
campmcnt, which increased to a moderate gale on closing the land. We 
cO'1tinued on from point to point until lih. P.~I., when it was thought 
advisable to turn back, as we found ourselyes embayed, the land running 
round to the north, and apparently connecting Bathurst and Cornwallis 
Lands. Ilh. 30m. P.:\I. it now became necessary to seek shelter, as the 
wind was strong, with a fall of snow, and heavy blinding drift. 

Mondl1.lj, 2Ist.-30m. A.M. rounded the south point of land. Ih. A.M. 
encamped round the point. The men behaved with great spirit and per
severance, though much exhausted by the severity of the weather, and 
the long drag, head to wind. During some of the squalls the long line of 
sledges was not visible at a greater distance than fifty or sixty yards. 
The land, though within half a mile of us, was entirely obscured for long 
intcn'als, and some anxiety was felt for Mr. :\1 'Clintock, who was absent 
in that direction. Several of the men were frostbitten. Thermometer 7°-. 
Receiyed, before starting, 2Ilbs. from the" Parry." Xoon, weather clear. 
The point we are on appears connected by intermediate land, forming a 
deep bay with a point passed soon after leaving the autumnal depot. 
Latitude, by observation, 75° 14' X. The site of our encampment has 
been named by the division, Easter Monday Point. 

ih .. SOm. proceeded in the direction of a point to the westward distant 
apparently h,ehe or fifteen miles. Midnight, refi'eshed on the floe with 
half a gill of rum and some biscuit. The temperature was too low to 
light the lamps for melting snow. Thermometer 18°-. 

TllfSr/fI.IJ, ?~d.-\r e had. a fresh breeze on commencing the journey, which 
gradually dIed away, leanng a clear and serene sky. Encamped on the 
P?int ~tee,ed for near Cape. Capel. . Henry Cumber, A.B., was frost: 
bItten III hands and feet dUring the Journey. By turning the " Dasher 
too short in the deep snow, when about to encamp, the starboard upper 
nmner was broken. 

4h. P.:\I. c~lled t~e c?ok. Th.ermometer 8' -. 9h. proceeded, after placi~g 
Mr. Cheyne s depot III security. Mr. Cheynt' exchanged sledges WIth 
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Mr. Sbellabear, taking the" Dasher" (crippled) back to the ships. Ther- Travelled,7b. 

mometer 12° -. Several men frostbitten. 
Wednesday, 23d.-lh. 30m. A.M. stopped to lunch; grog and biscuit. 

Cold very severe. Thermometer 26° -. The breeze has freshened towards 
midnight. 4h. A.M. reached and encamped close to Bathurst Land, under 
the peaks, having left Baker Island on our left ill the passage across the 
floe. George Malcolm, capt. hold, Benjamin Strutt, A.B., attached to 
the sledge" Excellent," and William Sweeney, A.B., sledge " Resolute," 
with several others, are frostbitten in their toes and feet. Malcolm's is a 
bad case, as he persisted in wearing leather boots. Thermometer '27° -. 

sh. P.M. proceeded on the floe, along the land of Bathurst. Breeze 
freshening; sledges going at a good rate under sail. Weather very 
severe. 

Midnight, encamped. Not considered prudent to expose the men any 
longer. The cold is very severe in this fi'esh breeze. Frostbites have 
become more numerous, and some of the party have had their toes frozen 
hare!. Thermometer 26° -. 

WindN.W.; fresh breeze and squally. 
Thursday, 24th.-Remained in the tents, as it is blowing too hard to 

proeeed on the journey in such a low temperature. 

lIh. P.M. proceeded in the direction of Alison's Inlet. Thermometer 1°_. 
A fine night. 

Friday, 25th.-3h. A.M. stopped to lunch. Thermometer 10° -. 6h. A.M. 

encamped in a bay on Bathurst Land. We were obliged to get in shore, as 
heavy ice extended a long way off. Several traces of an animal we sup
posed to be the glutton were crossed, both on the floe and the land. 
Sandstone is very prevalent in the shingle on which we are encamped. 

6h. P.M. called the cook. Thermometer 10°_. Two mock suns reported 
by the cook. 

Sh. 20m. P.M. proceeded on journey. Soon after starting observed two 
sledges outside of us on the floe. 11h. P.}!. communicated with the 
strangers, who proved to be the "Lady Franklin," Lieutenant Aldrich, 
and his Limited, the" Hotspur," Mr. Pearse, mate. Lieutenant Aldrich is 
slightly frostbitten on the cheek. Mr. Pearse looking rather thin. 

Saturda,lJ, 26th.-40m. A.M. stopped to lunch. Thermometer l;~r-. 
" Lady Franklin" and consort crossed our track astern, and made into the 
land towards a bay, for the purpose of making a depot. 4h. 30m. en· 
camped. We had snow and thick weather all the morning. 7h. 40tll. 
" Lady Franklin" and consort came up to our encampment, and pitched 
tents for their lunch. 

Sh. 20m. P.M. proceeded. "Lady Franklin" and consort in company. 
Thermometer 21 ° -. lOh. P.M. "Lady Franklin" and consort hauled in 
towards the shore for the purpose of encamping. lOh. 30m. P.~I. sighted 
Cape Cockburn. 

Sunday, 27th.-lh. A.M. stopped to lunch. Thermometer 26°_. Wind 
N.E. 3h. 40m. A.M. encamped on a low beach or flat extending towards 
Cape Cockburn. Thermometer 2S~0-. As the wind increased towards 
the morning the cold became very severe. 

. Sh. 15m. P.M. proceeded along the flat towards the neck of land connect
mg Cape Cockburn to the main. Communicated with a messenger from 
Aldrich's party. He was reported to be four 01' five miles in shore, 
amongst the hills and valleys. Deer have been seen near their tents. 
9h. P.M. passed many signs of deer. They are apparently crossing from the 
south. 

Monday, 2Sth.-lh. A.M. stopped to lunch. Wilkie, quartermaster, ~nd 
petty officer of the sledge "Perseverance," was reported to me sufferIng 
from rete~tion of urine, brought on by cold and m·er-exertion. 2h. l~m. 
Mr. M'Clmtock, by my advice, encamped for the purpose of affordmg 
relief to Wilkie, who could not go on. I proceeded in charge of the other 
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Distance, 11 miles. 

Ninth Journey. 

Toward,> Alison's Inlet along 
the coast line of Bathurst. 

Travell~d, 4b. 

Distance, 6 miles. 

Confined to tents by stress of 
weather. 

Tenth Journey. 

In the direction of Alison's 
Inlet. 

Travelled, 7h. 

Distance 8 miles. 

Eleventh Journey. 

Towards Alison's Inlet. 

Travelled, Sh. 10m. 

Distance, 8 miles. 

Twelfth Journey. 

\-V. toward" Cape Cockburn, 
B<1thurst Land. 

Travelled, 7h. 20m. 

Di"tancc, 9 milt!s. 

Thirteenth J oumey. 

\r. toward Cape Cockburn. 

Travelled, 7h. 45ru. 

Distance, ': miles. 



Fourteenth Journey 

Towards Cape Cockburn 

Travelled, 6h. Sam. 

Distance, 5 milE'S. 

Fifteenth Journey. 

From Cape Cockburn toward .. 
Ryam Martin hlaud, acrose; 
Graham Moore Bay. 

Travelled, Sh. 40m. 
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sledges. 4h. A.M. encamped .. Therm?me~er 260-. Our progress ha~ been 
very slow; the drag was agamst a rISe, m consequence. of the attempt we 
havc been making to pass over the low neck connectmg 9~pe Cockburn 
with the main. 6h. P.~I. calm and clear. "Lady Franklm and consort 
joined company. 7h. P.M. " Perseverance" joined company. 

7h. P.}!. proceeded towards Cape Cockburn. Thermometer 23~0_. IIh. 
P.~J. stopped to lunch. Discharged George Malcolm, ca~t. hold, fi'om the 
" Excellent " to the" Hotspur," for passage back to the ships, being 
disabled by a severe frostbite in the right foot. 

TlIesd(f,Y, 29th.-Ih. 30m. A.}!. encamped early under Cape Cockburn, 
for the purpose of depositing ~Ir. Shellabear's depot. Examined the men 
of the division. Found three in Mr. Shellabear's and two in Mr. M'Clin
tock's parties disabled, and unfit to proceed farther. There were two or 
thrce slighter cases of frostbite in Mr. May's tent. John Wilkie, quarter
master, is much better, and will be able to proceed with Mr. M'Clintock. 
Game is apparently, by the traces, somewhat plentiful about here. James 
Robinson, capt. forecastle, Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," .joined the 
sledge" Resolute" as a volunteer, in lieu of John Bartlett, sergeant, Royal 
:\Iarines, who goes back with ;\11'. Shellabear, not being strong enough to 
proceed. .th. 30m. p.~r. "Lady Franklin" closed up to our encampment, 
and l\Ir. Aldrich deposited a small store of provisions about three quarters 
of a mile from the spot selected for ::\11'. Shellabear's depot. Pitebed the 
tents at Ih. :~Om. P.~!. 

8h. :lOm. P.~r. ·proceedcd. After securing depot, and taking leave of 
the returning parties, yiz., Mr. Pearse and 1\11'. Shellabear, who retum 
together to the ships, hearty cheers were exchanged, and hearty wishes 
expressed for our success and welfare. Some of the men returned disabled 
looked disappointed at not being able to go farther. We took the floe 
across Graham ::\1oore Bay, some distance off the land, in the direction of 
Byam :\lartin I,land. the" Lady Franklin"· is pointing in the same 
direction, but nearer the land. Recein:d fiye days provisions from 
Mr. Shellabear. 9h. P.:\!. made sail. 

TVetlllt'.wl0.i/, 30th.-4.5m. A.1\[. stopped to lunch. Thermometer 13°_. 
Wind cold and cutting. 5h. A.~J. encamped on the floe. Thermometer 16°_. 
The cook, Samuel Roberts, whilst preparing the pemmican outside the 

Distance, 9 miles. tent, observed and reported a bear approaching the encampment. Rifles 
and guns were in immediate requisition, with which he was saluted when 

Total number of miles travelled within about 60 yards, and shot. He supplied a moderate quantity of fat 
in April. 136. to each tent, with some ycry good steaks . 

Six.teenth Journey. 

Crossing Graham Moore Bay, 
towards B)'am }lartiu hland. 

Tranlled, 7h. 45m. 

Distance, 9 miles. 

Seventeenth Journey. 

Cro~sillg Grohflm '1'foore Bay, 
to Hymn l\J artin Island. 
Travelled, 7h. 30m. 

Distance 10 miles. 

Confined to tents by stress of 
weather. 

.th. 15m. P.M. called the cook. Had bear steaks for breakfast, and relished 
them very much. ,h. 30m. P.)!. thermometer 1.5°_; calm. Bluff of Cape 
Cockburn -W. by X 1 ;'\. distant 10 or 11 miles. 9h. 10m. P.M. pro
ceeded towards Byam Martin Island. 

ThllTsdn,Y, 1st JJ{/JJ.-lh. 50m. A.}J. stopped to lunch. A beautiful calm 
night, but very cold at lunch. Found the thermometer broken, and no 
longer of any use. 

5h. 55m. A.:\I. encamped. In some parts the floe was very heavy for 
travelling. 

6h. P.}!. called the cook, and found the chronometer down. Had a 
comparison with ::\1r. J\I'Clintock in the morning when we camped. 
9h. P.:\!. thermometer 18°_. lOh. 15m. P.}!. three bears in the west quarter. 
lOh. 30m. P.:\!. proceeded under sail. Thick weather, not much wind. 

Frida;1/, 2d.-Lunched, and wound chronometer up and set it by 
l\J r. M'Clintock's. Wind veering round to the W. of so~th. The travel
ling is very heavy o~~r the. ri?ges and wreaths formed by the snow. 
6h. A.:\J. encamped. '" md S." ., Il1creasing in strength, promising to blow 
hard. 

5h. 15m.p.~!. called the cook. Blowing fresh from the S.W. with a 
thick drift flying. 9h. P.}!. confined to the tents by stress of weather. It 
is now blowing a fresh gale. 
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Saturday, 3d.-6h. A.M. bad weather continues. 8h. weather moderating. 
Sun· showing out through the drift. 

Eighteenth Journey. 5h. P.M. called the cook. The gale is over. 9h ... tim. proceeded. Floc 
heavy, but level. Men in good spirits, and apparently recruited by the 
day's rest. Our appetites are becoming voracious; the allowance of ·pem
mican scarcely enough. By the great care and attention bestowed by the 
men on the sleeping bags, skins, &c. we are as dry and comfortabie now 
as the day we left the ship. Midnight, calm, and overcast. 

Crossin~ Graham Moore Bay 
to B. 111. Island. 

Sunday, 4th.-2h. A.M. stopped to lunch. Thermometer 6°. A light 
air from the northward. 6h. A.~/' weather clearing, land showing occa
sionally through the mist right ahead, and somewhat on the port bow. 

6h. 30m. A.M. encamped. 
5h. P.M. called the cook. Some of my men are afflicted with diarrhcea. 

Travelled, Bh. 45m. 

Dic;t~n('e, 10 miles. 

Nineteenth Journey. 8h. 40111. P.M. proceeded under sail, with a light breeze N.N.E. 
Monday, 5th.-Stopped to lunch. Melted snow for water. Breeze To B. :\(. hland. 

Travclk·d, 9h. S5m. 
freshening. Ih. 15m. A.M. 

6h. 15m. A.~I. encamped. Sky overcast. The land not visible. 

5h. 15m. P.M. called the cook. Land in sight to the westward, apparent Iy 
8 or 10 miles distant. 

A point E. by N., distant 10 or 11 miles. 
9h. 35m. P.M. proceeded in the direction of the point, W.S.W. true. 
Tuesday, 6th.-2h. A.~I. stopped to lunch. After lunch proceeded, 

altering course 2 points to the westward, to close the nearest land. 
5h. A.M. close in with some heavy hummocks. Double banked the sledges, 
and got through without accident, and found ourselves on Byam Martin 
Island. Proceeded some distance along the beach, and at 6h. A.M. cn
camped under a bluff about 4 or ;j miles from the east end of the island. 

5h. 15m. P.:'>!. called the cook, and sent one man to assist with men fi'om 
the other sledges in digging a pit on the rise of land above the encamp
ment for Mr. May's depot. Ilh. 15m. P.}/. the sledge " Excellent," 
Mr. May, parted company on return to the ships. After depositing depM, 
and giving 7 days provisions to the sledges "Resolute" and "Persc\·er. 
ance," John Hiels, private R.M., joined Mr. M'Clintock's party from the 
" Excellent," in lieu of Robert Farquhar, private lLM., who is not strong 
enough to continue on. 

llh. 30m. P.M. proceeded on in charge of the 2 sledges; l\Ir. lWClin
tock and 3 men remaining behind to finish securing the depot. Midnight, 
observed the sledge" Excellent" away in the east quarter. Make sail. 
The travelling round the land is very heavy, from the depth of the snow. 
We are prevented going on the floe by the masses of ice piled up along 
the beach. 

Dic;tancc, 11 mile ... 

Twt ntieth Journey. 

Arri\'cd at B. :\1. bland. 

Tra\'('lIed, 8h. 25m. 

Distance, 8 milec;. 

Twenty.tirst Journey. 

Along' tht! south coast B. M. I. 
towards l'oint Griffith.:;, Mel~ 
"ille bland. 

Tr;J.\'elled, 7h. Sm. 

Wednesday, 7tll.-lh. 30m. A.M. shot a brace of white hares, and saw 
some ptarmigan. Mr. ~1'Clintock had rejoined the slcdges by this. Distanoo, G miles. 

Lunched. 
6h. 35m. A.~I. encamped on a low beach, with sand for a bed. 7h. ,UI. 

assisted Mr. M'Clintock in taking astronomical observations. Our journcy 
has been round the south of Byam Martin Island towards Cape Gillman. 

5h. 15m. P.M. called the cook. Had part of the hare for breakfast. Twenty.second Journey. 

9h. P.M. proceeded. The ice outside on the floe appears to be of thc .\Ion:: ihe south coast B. M. 1. 

h . d " '. lId -'r tnwards POint Gnffith" ~Id-eaVlcst escflptJOn, and extends to a long distance ott t 1e an. ~,all y ville hland. 

of the hummocks are the size of small bergs. 
T!tur.~day, 8tll.-lh. A.M. lunched. The dragging has been very heavy, 

and the sledges in consequence get on at a very slow rate. The hummocks 
outside of us begin to look more promising for a passage through. 2h. ,Ul. 

succeeded in getting past the hummocks, off a point of land to the east of 
Cape Gillman. 2h. 30m. we are now going to the westward on the floe, 
which has been subjected to heavy pressure. A low point of land is 
broad on onr starboard beam. 

2. D d 

Travelled, 711. ~)[)m. 

Di-.tance, 8 miles. 



Twenty~third Journey. 
From B. Jtf. 1. towards Point 
Griffiths, crossing the inlet. 

Travelled, Mh. 

Distance, G miles. 

( 2lO ) 

4h. 30m. A.M. encamped. Men much fatigued; this caused us to encamp 
early. Several points of land project from the sou~h end of the island'~ 
the terminations of the ridges extending from the mam bo~y o~ the i~land, 
like the points of a star, leaving shallow bays and level plams III the mter
vals. The beach, composed chiefly of sand and sandstones, shoals off to 
a long distance. I judge this to be the case by the manner in which the 
hummocks are pressed up and discoloured a long way off. In some spots 
on the beach the sand is mixed with a very dark, almost black, coloured 
clay. Moss is very abundant and thick· on those patches of ground 
uncovered by snow. 

5h. P.M. called the cook. 9h. 10m. P.~1. proceeded. It being my turlJ 
to lead and pick out the road for the sledges, I took the advsm;e for 
that purpose, but found it a most difficult business, from the roughness 
and uneven ,tate of the floe. A sharp keen breeze from the westward. 

Friday, 9th.-lh. 20m. lunched. The passage through the hummocks 
has been very difficult, and the meu are in consequence much fatigued. 
A bright sun, with a clear sky, except to the westward. The cold is 
very 'c\'ere. The bank of clouds to the westward lifts occasionally, 
showing land in the distance, which we suppose to be ~Ielvilie Island. 
The W. point of Byam ~Iartin Island still hangs upon our starboard beam, 
distant ~ or 10 miles . 

. 'ih. 10m. encamped. The drag-ging has been very heavy. The floe is 
composed of old packed ice. The land to the westward is seen· very 
distinctly from the top of a large hummock that is near us,apparel)tly 
distant 20 to :25 miles. 

Twenty-fourth Journey. 4h. 6m. 1'.;\-1. called the cook. 7h. 40m. proceeded. Floe continues to 
Crossing the i"let from look heavy for dragging. 
n. ~1. I. to Melville Island. 

Travelled, 8h. 35m. 

Distance, 7 miles 

Twenty~fifth Journey. 

Crossing the inlet from B. :\1. 
to Melville Island. 

Travelled, ab. 10m. 

Distance, 9 miles. 

Twenty~sixth Journey. 

Towards the east coast line, 
:Melville Island, nortb of Point 
Griffiths. 

Travelled, 711. 30m. 

Distance, I I miles. 

Saturday, lOtll.-lh. 10m. A.:H. stopped to lunch. 4h. 15m. encamped. 
The floe improved as we advanced after lunch. We appear to be rather nearer 
to Byam Martin Island than to ~Iclville Island. There is an appearance 
of land over the W. end of Byam Martin, showing like islands, or the tops 
of hills. Bearing to the E. of N. ... 

4h. 15m. P.M. called the cook. 8h. 20m. P.~I. proceeded towards Point 
Griffiths, Melville Island. 

Sunday, llth.-50m. A.M. stopped to lunch. 4h. 30m. A.M. encamped. 
Point GrIffiths E. by N. distant 8 or 10 miles. The travelling has been 
better during this journey. 12h. 30m. P.~I. M'Clintock and self went in 
pursuit of a bear that was in sight from the tents. A fine warm day. 
2h. P.M. returned from the chase without success. 

6h. P.M. called the cook. 9h. 30m. proceeded, and parted company with 
the" Perseverance," receiving orders (vide abstract) from Mr. lVl'Clintock 
for my guidance in exploring the N. coast line of Melville Island, &c. 

,"'u n day, 1:21".-1 h. 4:)m. stopped to lunch. The" Perseverance" after 
parting company made directly for a low point, which we took to be Point 
Griffiths. I made towards the land, 8 or 10 miles more to the N. on a 
s. ~ W. course. A fine night. Mr. l\I'Clintuck remained with me up to 
Ilh. P.~I., when we separated for our respective sledges. A dense fog 
came towards us from the land. We shook hands, and wished each other 
succe~s. I must admit that when th~ " Pers~verance" was lost sight of ill 
the distance I began to have some httle feelmg of the loneliness of our 
position, almost as if ·the last link. connecting us with the living world' 
had bee~ severed.. That these feelmgs ~ere participated in by the men of 
the partIes was eVidence? by the manner II1 ~hich they took leave of each; 
other. One w~s so affected that on shakmg hands with his chnm he 
was unable to gIve ut~erance to the good hye. Than this man, guilty of 
what some persons might sneer at as a weakness there was not a better 
or more. resolute o~e in .either of the sledge parties, and an old traveller' 
as well m the Arctic regIOns. Towards midnight the. breeze freshened; 
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with drift. Ih. 45m. A.M. stopped to lunch. 3h. 30m. landed on Melville 
Island.' Breeze very fresh, and bitterly keen. The place on which we 
landed' was the N. shore of a shallow bay, the coast line of which we fol
lowed for 2 or 3 miles to the N.E. up to a low point from whence the coast 
and hummocks appear to trend into a deep bay running to the westward. 
Weather not sufficiently clear to make the trending of thc land out. 

5h. encamped on the low point. Blowing fresh, with a fall of snow. The 
land all round is very low and flat, apparently an extensive plain, with 
sandstone ridges showing out here and there through the snow. 6h. P.~1. 
called the cook. Fresh breeze, with drift; overcast, and vicw limited. 
I arranged with Mr. M'Clintock for this to be a day of rest for the pur. 
pose of recruiting, and giving the men 3;n opportunity to repair their 
clothes, &c. 

The party are all well, but somewhat reduced in weight and appearance. Remained in tent for the pur. 
Most of them have suffered from diarrhrea, which I believe to be brought po,~ of allowing the party a 

on by the cold water they drink such quantities of to quench thirst caused day 5 rest, 
by the saltness of the pork. 

8h. 15m. P.M. had breakfast. 
Tuesda.y, 13th.-Lunched. Strong breezes and thick weathcr. Very 

little needlework donc; the men say it is too cold for their fingers. 
8h. 40m. A.M. dinner. Blowing fresh from the old quarter, with heavy drift, 
and lulls at intervals. 4h. P.~1. called too late to take the sun at noon. 

4h. 45m. P.M. called the cook. Blowing frcsh from the northward. Twenty-seventh Journey. 
9h. 45m. P.M. proceeded towards a point on the N. side of the bay. North, ~Iong the east coast line 

S. by W. ~ W. lIh. 30m. P.~f. reachcd tbe point ~o. 1., having made o(;\[elvllle Island. 
the sweep of the bay inside the hummocks. From the top of the point 
No. 1. I took the bearing of the most distant point of land to the north-
ward, S.W. by S. Sun S. by W. The nearest point of Byalll :\lartill Travelled, 9h, 15m. 

Island, W.N.W. The extreme N. point appears to be a bluff running 
down to a low point away in the N.E. No appcarance of land. Byam 
Martin Island appears to trend this way. Wind light, and noble view. 
Clear to the northward. Ilh. 3.5m. p.~1. rounded No. 1. point, and stecred 
across a bay to the bluff, a little to the left of the bearing of the extremc 
point to the northward. Distance, 12 miles, 

The land round this bay is highcr than that in the bay near our last 
camp. It runs up with gentlc slopes to an elevation of 100 or 200 feet. 
Floe across is favourable for travelling, but apparently composed of very 
old ice. 

Wednesday, 14th.-lh. 30m. A.M. stopped to lunch. As we advance to 
the northward, Byam Martin Island keeps rising in thc N.E., .closing 
somewhat towards Melville Island. .5h. A.M. altered course 1 ~ pomts, to 
close the land inside the bluff. 6h. 30m. A.:l1. encamped on a low sandy 
beach, with patches of light brown clay mixed with sand sho~ving h~re 
and there. The tent is about.~ a mile from where the shore begms to nse 
into higher land. The bay is apparently very shoaly. and not very deep. 
Shot a brace of ptarmigan. Bluff S.W. by W. 3 miles. The men work.ed 
with great spirit and zeal, making a capital journey. Some of the Ice 
forming the floe is apparently very old, as moss is seen growing on several 
Qfthe hummocks in the middle of the bay. 

5h. 30m. P.M. called the cook. 8h. 1'.~I. proceeded. I left the sledge, Twenty-eighth Journey. 
and went towards the bluff which is the termination of a high ridge of To the northwa~d along the .' ., 'd east coast, l\lclnlle Islanrl. 
l~nd runlllng from the interior perpendicular to the coast hne. ThIS fl ge Travelled, 9h. 15m. 

nses to a considerable elevation. A moderate sizcd ri"cr, or rather the 
bed of one, sweeps round the N. side, separating it from plains bounded Lunch occupi.s about 30m. 
by higher land. These plains run with a long slope to the beach. The 
high lands appear to unite in the background, forming a hilly district of 

'd bl h' f 600 r t Distance, 10 miles. consl era e eIght. I ascended the bluff to a height 0 500 or lee, 
and the ridges of high land were far above me. Large sized rocks and 
stones were lying strewed about 011 a bed of sandy clay, mixed with slate. 
No sign of this spot ever having been visited except by deer, the trac~s 
of w~ich are old. This is point No.2. The point I sa~ yesterday III 
the dIstance, nearly on with the bluff; bears S.W. by s.., dIstant 15 or 20 
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Twenty.ninth Journey. 

To the northward aJoll~ the 
cast coast of :\lehilic l~land. 

Travelled, 7h. 30m. 

Distance, 10 miles. 

Thirtieth Joul'l1ey. 

To the northward, along the 
east coast ::'IIch illc Island. 

Travelled, 8h. 4,'m. 

Distance~ 10 miles. 

Thirty.6rst Journey. 

To the northward along the 
east coast, Melville Island. 

Travelled, 8b. 15m. 
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miles. Snowy ravines on Byam Martin Island very disti~ct, W: ~ N. On 
returniuo, from the hill I met the sledge on the banks of the rIver. The 
party had kept too near the high la~d, for the purpose of keeping me in 
sir-ht. lOh. 30m. P.~f. crossed the nver, and hauled the sledge up the 
N~ bank. llh. P.lII. erected a cairn, and deposited a notice on the top of 
the bank. 

Thursday, 15t1l.-45m . . Uf. stopped to lunch. Ih. 45m. A.~I. proceeded 
across the plain towards the floe, in the direction of the point. 3h. 15m. A.M. 

reached the floe. 3h. :3.')m. A.:\f. observed two lofty peaks to the westward 
of the point we arc making for. point No.3. The ridge of hills to which 
they bclo\llY is some di5tance to the N. W. true. 3h .. 50m. A.M. went in 
chase of a °bcar. 5h. 15m. A.~I. rejoined the sledge, and encamped on the 
floc. In pursuit of the bear I met with an accident, and sprained the 
muscles of my right thigh, by slipping on the ice. The latter part of 
the journey has been over the floe. Some of the ice looks very old. No 
~igns of any pressure. Floc very level. 

6 h. P.~1. called the cook. As the fuel is short we are obliged to curtail 
the time occupied in cooking; I therefore allow the cook one hour longer 
to rest. The day has been warm and beautifully clear. Wind variable 
,,,ith calms. The men have had a wash, and look quite fresh with clean 
faces. Point i\o. (3.) S.S.W. 9 h. 1;") m. P.M. proceeded. Our tallow 
is finished. Fog hanging about; horizon not clear. 

Friday, 16tlt.-l h. 45 m .. \. lIf. stopped to lunch; could not spare 
fuel to melt snow for water. 2 h. 30 m. A.~I. proceeded on journey. The 
point is further off than I first judged it. The men have rattled the 
~ledge along at a most rapid pace. The floe is good and smooth for 
travelling; no hummocks or elevations except at the tidal mark near the 
beach, with a solitary hummock here and there pressed upon the shoalest 
parts of the bay.! h. 30m. A.\I. reached the point No. (3.) 4 h. 45 m. 
tented. On ascending the higher land I could obtain no clear view of 
the trending of the land. A point is indistinctly seen on the same bearing, 
viz., S. S. W. Floe level and no hummocks. Searched as usual for cairns, 
01' indications of the place having been visited by the absent Expedition, 
but without meeting with any success. 

6 h . .t5 111. 1'.~I. called the cook, and sent two men to build a cairn 
on the point. 9 h. I'.~I. placed a large tin case filled with sand and stones 
on the top of the cairn. A notice paper, secured in the small tin case 
sent for the purpose, was deposited underneath the large tin. 9 h.30 m.p.M. 
proceeded, guided by the line of hummocks on the beach; not sufficiently 
clear to get a bearing. Calm and overcast. Snow falling. 

S((tw·day. 17th.-:2 h. A.~1. arrived abreast of a point (No.4.), and 
lunched. :2 h. 40 m. A.~I. proceeded. The high land towards the interior 
appears to trend more to the westward. An extensive snowy plain lies 
between the hummocks on the beach and the foot of the hills. 
6 h. J;S m. A.~I. tented on the floe. Made a point to the northward through 
the mist; bearing about S. by W. magnetic. Shot a brace of ptarmigan. 
The floe perfectly level in all directions as far as the eye can reach, and 
composed of old yellow looking ice, honey-combed. The men suffered 
much from thirst, as we could not afford fuel to melt snow for water at 
lunch. :2 h. 30 m. P.~I. overcast, and very hot in the tent. 

9 h. P.~I. proceeded. The surface of the floe very soft, which makes 
the travelling heavy. 

Sund(1,Y, 18th.-l h. 1.5 m. A.~I. stopped to lunch. Melted snow for 
water. A fresh breeze. with a fog, coming down from the northward. The 
land has made a sweep rouud, and the points showing out to the northward 
appear to be. on the old b~aring, viz. S. S. W. magnetic. The sledge 
has been outSIde on the floe, Just upon the verge of the hummocks. which 
follow the trend of the low land. I examined the shore on the inside of 
the line .of hummocks, and such has been my usual custom since landing 
on ""IelVllle Island. Although t?e h!lmmocks on the beach in some spots are 
ver,Y loftj:, I fin~ them on examll1atlOn to be composed or formed of compa
rative thm floe Ice, of not more than two or three feet thickness. Some 
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of the hummocks a:e thirt.y feet high.' an altitude ~tt~ined by the ice being 
pushed up and restmg on Its edges, m a manner sImIlar to children's card 
houses. Fresh breeze (fog) from the northward. 5 h. 15m. A.M. tented 
on a low flat. Fog too dense to proceed. Noon, overcast, and blowing fresh. 

5 h. 15 m. P.~. calle.d the coole Wind increasing, overcast and gloomy, 
strong breeze wIth dnft. 7 h. 30 m. P.~I. breakfilst. Fresh gale from the 
northward. Drift so thick that the hummocks, 300 yards off, are not visible. 
10 h. 6 m. wind and drift increasing; sky overhead clear. Midnight, 
blowing a hard gale; impossible to travel. 

J.lfonda.1J, 19th.- 1 h. A.M. lunched. Made a sufficient quantity of water 
for our use from snow in till vessels placed inside the sleeping bags. 
Force of wind much the same; occasional lulls. 7 h. A.~I. gale abating. 
7 h. 15 m. pemmican and grog. A very small quantity of water was 
allowed to each person, as our fuel is rather deficient. Melting snow in 
the sleeping bags by the animal heat of' the occupants is a very slow 
process, and the quantity produced small. Noon,. tried to get an alt. 
of the sun; the heavy drift, however, rendered the artificial horizon useless. 
Gale continues. Tent stands well, and is much sheltered by the drift 
blown up round it. "1 h. 1'.~I. gale increasing in force. 6 h. 30 m. P.M. 

called the cook. 'Veathcr more moderate. 

Di~tance, 8 miles. 

Confined to tent by stress of 
wcather. 

9 h. 30 m. P.)I. proceeded. Blowing strong. Midnight, passed a point Thirty-second Journey. 

N (5) T - 11 d' 'd tl 1 k S b 'V To the northward alon" the 
O. • rave e Jl1Sl e le lummoc's on a.. y . mag. course. east coast, ~Ielville lsi~nd. 

Found the sur£'lce snow much hardened by the late gale. The men bring 
the sledge along at a good rate, notwithstanding the head wind. Travelled, 6h. 30m. 

Tuesd({Ij, 20th.-45 m. ,\.:\1. crossed the hummocks on to the floe, as Distance, 7 miles. 

the more direct course towards a point (No. (j.) bearing S. by E. Cloudy 
and overcast; breeze freshening up again. 1 h. ·i3 m. stopped to lunch; 
breeze increasing, with drift. ;~ h. 35 m. crossed to the inside of' the 
hummocks, so as to hold by the land, which IS now scarcely visible 200 
yards distance. 

4 h. A. ~I. tented on a piece of grayel. Wind so strong that at 
times the sledge scarcely moved against it, and at one period in a squall 
absolntely stopped the men, and partially forced them back. The point 
we have been steering for I believe to be less than a mile fi'om us, but 
nothing can be made out 50 yards from the tent. 

Noon, blowing harel from the N.W. Sun not visible. 7h. P. ~I. 
called the cook. Fresh g-ales N. \V., with snow and heavy drift. The~e 
heavy gales over the .land ha\"e completely stopped us going to the north
ward, as it is impossible for the sledge to make headway, and, should 
this strong weather continue, I shall be obliged to turn back to carry out 
my instructions relative to the search of Hymn Martin Island. I will make 
an attempt, should the weather permit, to explore the coast line for a short 
distance, with the assistance of two men, leaving the sledge behind. 

Midnight, hard gale N.W. In communicating with the sledge for ~he 
purpose of getting provisions, &c. the man returns almost smothered WIth 
drift. 

Wednesda,y, 21sf.-Impossible to move either north or south. 1 h. 30~. 
lunched. Could not afford fuel to melt snow for water. 7 h. A. ~1. pemmI
can and grog. Gale continues. 

Noon, gale more moderate. Sun out. Cannot get a meridian alti
tude on account of the heavy drift. 7 h. 30 m. P. ~I. called the cook. 
Blowing hard. l'\ 0 chance of moving. 

8 h. 30 m. P. ;II. breakfast. A large quantity of tobacco has been con
sumed during' the last 48 hours. Midnight, less wind. 

Thursday, 22d.-l h. A. M. the wind lulls at intervals, and then 
freshens up again in heavy squalls. The gale appears to be broken. 
Lunched. 7 h. 50m. A. M. pemmican and grog. Noon, no SUll out. 

5 h. 15 m. called the cook. W cather more moderate. 8 h. 15 m. 
employed clearing sledge from drift, and emptying tins for the purpose of 
building a cairn. 

Examined sledge, found screws, lashings, &c. in good order, and as 
perfeet as on the day we left the ship. Snow falling with dark and gloomy 
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Confined to tent by stress of 
weather. 

Confined to tent by stress or 
weather. 



This was the furthest north 
poivt reachE'd by the 5.1edge 
" Resolute." 

The weather not p~rmitting a 
artber advance. 

Thirty-third Journey. 

011 return south to B. 1\1. I. 

Travelled, 1h 45m. to the 
south. 
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weather. 9 h. 30 m. P. M. commenced building a cairn, about 2 miles to 
the northward of the tent on a conspicuous hillock, Ii miles from the 
beach. Whilst the men were employed I ascended some high ground to 
the KW. true, for the purpose of obtaining a view of the trending of the 
coast line. Thick weather and fog to the northward and eastward con. 
fincd the vision to a very limited space; not more t?an. 5 mile~ ~istance 
could be seen in anyone direction; on the coast Itn~ It was .hml.ted to 
the next point, which bore S.E. ?y S. } S .. 4 01: ~ mIles .. ThIs, h~e all 
the other bearings of land and pomts gIven 111 thIs Journal, IS magnetIc. I 
left a notice in a small cairn crected on the spot. The search here for 
records or other indications of the missing Expedition proved as fruitless 
as it had been throughout our various Journeys along the c~ast. 

Midnight. On returning to the men, found the large caun completed, 
with empty tins built into the top. Deposited a notice, secured in the 
usual manner, and returned to the tent. 

Friday, 23d.-30 m. A.}1. lunched. Breeze freshening up again with 
snow. A heav.\" fall is apparently threatened from a dense bank of 
clouds in the ~.\V. quarter. 

1 h. 10 m. A. M. as the sledge was already stowed, we struck the tent, 
and soon made sail before a fresh breeze and thick fall of snow, on our 
return to Byam Martin Island. We travelled back on the floe, which 
was vcry smooth and level. 5 h. 45 m .. \. M. tented on the floe. The 
sledge ~an along before the wind, rcquiring very little assistance from 
the men. 

As the morning advanced the weather improved. The men have suf
Di,tance, 4 miles walked to the fered much from thirst since lunch. 
north r,om the tent. The pork received fi'om some of the "limited sledges" has been very 
Distance soutll after June'h, I d f Cl' • h . h 11 1 f 
7 mih. ~a t, an cause 0 great suuenng to t e men, Wit our sma supp y 0 

Thirty-fourth JOUTlU'Y. 

Going down the floe to the 
SOUlh ward for B . .:\1. Island. 

Travelled, 6h. 45m. 

Distance, 12 mile". 

Travelled, 6h. 45m. 

Thirty-fifth Journey. 

Gginp: south off the coast of 
l\Jeh'illc Island to B. )1. I. 

Tra\'ellL'd, 8 hours. 

watcr . 

.'5 h. 15m. called the cook. Heavy clouds and threatening weather. 
~ h. p.}!. strong breeze with drift. Sun out. Proceeded under small 

sail. 
11 h. P.}1. strong breeze with drift. Sledge runs over the men j 

obliged to station two hands by the tail-rope, to steer and check her. 
Midnight, sun out occasionally. Heavy drift. 100 yards is about the 
limit of onf vision. 

Saturday, :2-!fh .-45 m. A.M. stopped for grog. \r e could not light the 
lamp for the purpose of melting snow; too much wind. 1 h. 15 m. A.M. 

proceeded. A fresh gale. Heavy drift. We cannot see beyond twenty 
yards distant. :2 h. 45 m. A.~I. obliged to tent. The gale though favourable 
is too strong. We had some difficulty in pitching the tent, as it was 
blown down several times in the squalls. .5 h. A~I. gale continues. Pem
mican and ~rog. .5 h. 30m. A.M. "spliced the main·brace," with half a 
gill extra of rum, in honour of the Queen's birthday. Her Majesty's 
health was drank with great loyalty by this small knot of Her subjects 
on the floe, with nothing between them and the strife of elements going on 
around but the slight walls of a thin tent. These, however, proved to be 
suffici.ently strong for our protection, as had been the case on many former 
occasIOns. 

Noon, fresh gale from KK W. Sun out. Too much drift for 
observing . 

. 5 h. P.M. called thc cook. After breakfast repaired damage done to tent 
by the gale of yestcrday. 

9 ~. 30 m. proceeded. A strong hreeze, but clear overhead. Midnight, 
makmg a fine run to the southward, under sail; floe level and smooth. 
The compass h~s become useless. Tbe south point is now possessed of 
greater mag:n~hc power than the north. The extraordinary part is, that 
both extreml~les are attrac~ed by any magnetic object placed near them; 
the south pOl~t !Bore readIly than the north. During the last 24 hours 
th~ comrass III ItS le~ther casing was suspended near a large hunting 
kmfe, whIch may pOSSIbly in some measure account for the unusual phe
nomena, unless by some accident the communication between the points 
is- interrupted. This is a serious misfortune to· us, as when the sun is 
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obscured I have great difficulty in making a straight course, the floe 
being very smooth, and the land is hid by drift, no object or point is 
sufficiently prominent to serve as a mark to steer by . 

. Sunda.1J, 2.5tlt. -1 h. 30 m. A.~!. stopped to lunch. 5 h. 30m. A.M. tented Distance,l1 miles. 

on the floe. Thick weather. Horizon cleared towards 6 h. A.~I., and a 
point :-vas m~de o~t on M~lv.ine ~sland, on o~r starboard beam, S.W. 
true, SIX or eight mIles. ThIS IS satIsfactory, as It proves that our journey 
has been in the right direction. The moment I can get sight of Byam 
Martin Island I shall strike across, for the purpose of carrying out my 
instructions from Mr. M'Clintock, relative to the searching the coast lines 
of that island. 

This has been the only day, since the 20th instant, the weather would 
have permitted us to make a journey to the northward, against the strong 
breezes that have been blowing from the N. W. H h. 30 m. A.:\I. strong 
breeze N.N. \\'. Clear overhead, but thick below. Can see the land right 
a-beam, four or five miles distant. Noon, overcast and gloomy; no sun 
out; heavy clouds and bank in the N.W. quarter. 

5 h. 31 m. P.M. called the cook. A light breeze. S h. 30 m. P.~L pro- Thirty'sixth Journey. 

ceeded under small sail, as the breeze had freshened from the N. \r. Sun Going to th""uthward off the 
. 1 Obi' d h hId h h b h' k coast Melville Island. out at mterva s. Ige to ug t e an ,as t e we at er ecame t IC'. • 

Floe continues smooth and level. 11 h. P.M. came suddenly upon a line of Travelled, -Ih. 30m. 

hummocks, running perpendicular to the land. Altered course five or six 
points to about E. true. 11 h. 30 m. P.}I. crossed the hummocks, and 
resumed our course along the land to the southward. The wind has been 
so strong that the sledge, under small sail, either keeps the men at a run 
or drags them along. 

Monday, 26th.-l h. P.M. stopped to lunch during a lull. Several blue 
patches of sky overhead. 1 h. 30 m. A.M. the strong hreeze we had before 
lunch, after a short lull, freshened up again into a gale, and obliged us to 
pitch the tent without proceeding any farther. 2 h. 30 m. A.~I. saw some 
land very indistinctly in the S.E. quarter (Byam Martin Island). By our Distance, 10 lIliles. 

dead reckoning we cannot be many miles fi'om the bluff (point.:\' 0.2.) on 
Melville Island; I therefore feel the less regret at being obliged to stop 
this morning, as I am far enough south for proceeding across to Byam 
Martin Island. 7 h. A.}I. pemmican and grog. Weather more moderate. 
Sun out. Horizon not clear. Noon, sun obscured by heavy clouds. 
Fresh breeze, with drift. 

5 h. 30 m. P.lII. called the cook. A light breeze from the \V .N. \Y. Thirty'seventh Jonrney. 

S h. 30 m. P.~I. proceeded under small sail, fresh breeze N. \V. Sun l~rossing the inlet frum ~rcl, 

h d . t 1 b h' h I h d h fl d vdle to B. )1. hla",!. 
S owe out at m erva s, y w IC s ape a course across t e oe towar s 
Byam Martin Island. 10 h. 1'.)1. obtaincd, during a partial clearing up, a 
view of what appeared to be land, bearing about E. true. Kept the wind 
well aft on the starboard quarter. Floe very good. Sledge under sail, Travelled 7h. 

going very fast. Altered course more to the E., so as to bring the dark 
patch, looking like land, a little on the port-bow. Midnight, land is 
now very distinct ahead. We are now apparently in mid-channel, as we 
can see Melville Island as well as Byam Martin Island. What I take to 
be the bluff (point No.2.) on Melville Island is away some distance in the 
S.W. quarter, abaft our starboard beam. With the strong breeze nearly 
aft the sledge is making great progress, and I have some difficulty, £i'om 
the stiffness of my leg, injured on the 15th instant, in keeping up with the 
party, who are almost constantly on the run. 

Tuesday, 27tlz.-30m. A.~I. stopped to lunch. 3 h. 15 m. A.~r. landed on Distance, 16 miles. 

Byam Martin Island, a low shoal beach, running off some distance; a solitary 
hummock here and there indicating the line of coast. 3 h. 30 m. tented 
opposite the mouth of a small ravine. I COli sider we have done a greater 
distance in this journey than in anyone since leaving the ships. This 
shore, like the opposite one of Melville Island, shoals off to a great dis
tance. The extreme point to the northward, bearing N.E. true five or 
six miles, and towards which the line of coast we are on trends, is appa
rently the N. or N.W. end of the island. Fresh sign of deer near the 
tent. 5 h. A.M. overcast, and view limited. I.d, 
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Thirty-eigh,h Journey. 
5 h. 15 m. P.~1. called the cook. Cloudy, but fine. Temperature plea. 

santly warm. 8 h. 1.') m. P.~I. sent Benjamin Young and William Swaney 
Going soulh along the Wl'st Th 
coast B.:l1. Island. to search along the beach to the northward. ey are to erect a cairn at 
P.rtysent to the N.E.travclied the extreme point they may reach, and to be back to the tent by mid. 
4 hours. night. The rest of the party, under ~obinson, arc e~ployed bui,Iding a 
Distance, ]0 mil<s. larO'e cairn on the south bank of the ravme. I am oblIged to remam quiet 

on "account of the stiffness and swelling of my right leg, which I find, on 

Sledge tr:l\'elled, 4h. 15m. 

Distance, 6 mil~s. 

Thirty-ninth Journey. 

Going south, along the west 
C030st B. :;\[. Island. 

1'. avelIed, 8h. 30m. 

Dh,tam'e, I ~ miles. 

Forlicth Journey. 

Along west coast, B. ::\I. 1. 
towards Cape liillm3n. 

Tr:lveUed, 7h. 15m. 

Distance, 11 miles. 

Forty-first Journey. 

Going round south-side. 
B. l\.l. 1. towards rlepot 
deposited 6th instant. 

Travelled 3h. SOm. 

examination, is much discoloured in the line of the muscles injured by the 
accident on the 15th, when in pursuit of the bear. The co~stant walking, 
with the rapidity of the last journey, has much aggravated It. 

TYednesday, 2Hth.-15 m. P.M. calm and overcast. Party exploring to 
the northward have returned. Report they found a small pool of fresh 
water ncar a ravine, surrounded by traces of deer. This is the first water 
~een by the party. 30 m. A.:lI., after depositing a notice, dated 28th May, 
in the cairn built near the tent, we then had our lunch, and at 1 h. 15m. 
1'.:11. proceeded on our journey, along the west coast of Byam Martin 
Island, to the southward. 

3 h. 15 m. A.~I. a thick fog follo\\'ed us up from the X W. .f h. rounded 
a point. Fog rather dense. \\' e arc following the coast line, with a range 
of beach hummocks outside of us. 5 h. 30 m. A.:lI. tented. Our view on 
encamping was limited by the fog to a few yards. 6 h. A.~I. fog clearing, 
the land appears to trend S.S.W. and N.XW. true. There is an inlet 
forming a small harbour about half a mile to the southward of the en· 
campment, which is about a mile deep, and less than half a mile across the 
mouth or entrance, and is somewhat oval in its shape, 

4 h. 30 m. 1'.~I. called the cook. Calm. 6 h. 30 m. P.i\!. breakfast; cho
colate and stewed ptarmigan. W c obtained near the camp a gallon of 
fresh water. Erected a cairn, and deposited a notice. 8 h. 1'.:11. proceeded 
round the west coast line of BYaIn Martin Island. Calm and fine. 

Thursday, 29th.-30 m. A.:\I. lunched. Overcast, and snow falling . 
.f h. 30 m. tented on the land. Most of the journey has been made on the 
floe, which touches dose home to a low cliff: Since midnight we have 
come upon the heavy ice pressed up on the southern sides of Byam Martin 
Island. I am afraid thc ncxt few journeys must be short ones, as my right 
leg has completely gi"en in; and this morning, after halting, I found 
red patches of an erisipelatous character extending round the thigh and 
knee down to the middle of the calf of the leg, ,,,jth the whole of the limb 
much swollen, so much so that it was necessary to slit the leg of a very 
large pair of flannel drawers. We had thick weather from 10 h. P.~I., with 
a light breeze W.N.W. 

.5 h. P.;Il. called the cook. I hope to be able to make a short journey. 
The remaining quiet a few hours has somewhat reduced the swelling. 
Fresh breeze, N. W. 8 h. 15 m. proceeded down the land towards Cape 
GilJman, under sail. . 11 h. 1'.~I. passed a low cape, split on the apex by a 
raVllle. After roundmg the cape we altered course six or eight points to 
the eastward. I take this to be Cape Gillman. 

Friday, 30th.-30 m. A.~I. lunched. :3 h. 30 m .. UI. tented on the land. 
l\I y knee obliged me to bring up. The icc is very heavy outside of us. 

5 h. P.:lI. called the cook. A large flight of brent geese passed to the 
westward. , h. 30 m. P.:lI. employed building a cairn. Fresh breeze early 
in the night. Gloomy and O\'ercast. 8 h. 30 m. P.:lI. proceeded, following 
the trend of the land towards the depot deposited by :\11'. May on the 
6th l\Iay. 11 h. 30 m. P.~I. came upon our outward.bound tracks. Snow 
fulling. 

S(~tul'da!J, 31st.-30 nl. L\I. lunched. ". e have had a heavy fall of snoW 
~ll mght. 3 h. A.)I. tented near heavy hummocks. Knee is very much 
mflamed. The sledge traces on our outward·bound journey are nearly 
effaced. Saw them but twice. 
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6 h~ P.M. called the cook. Young shot two brace of ptarmigan. 
S h. 40 m. P.M. proceeded, following the sweep of the bays, and rounding 

the points. 11 h. 40 m. passed the point we lunched at on the day we left 
May's depot. 

Forty.second Journey. 

Going round the south coast 
B.l\.I. Island towards Mr. May's 
depot, deposited 6th May. 

Sunday, 1st Jllne.-30 m. lunched; depbt in sight. 2 h. 45 m. tented Travelled, h.45,n. 

below depot; found it, on examination, perfectly safe. Several flights of 
geese passed to the westward .. The sled.ge, during th,is. last journey, has 
passed over some parts of the Journey with great rapidity, as the snow is 
melted from the surface of the ice wherever it has a southern aspect. The 
ice, when denuded of snow, afford~ good sledge travelling, but is rather 
slippery for the men. 

Di!i':.1nce, 6 mill''i. 

S h. 30 m. P.lII. proceeded to and opened the depbt, taking seven days Employ.ed opelling depot and 

allowance of proyisions, spirits, and 8pirit fuel j leaving similar quantities re.seeurmg same. 

of eaeh article for Mr. 1\1 'Clintock, who I find has not yet returned from 
Melville Island. '\fy orders direct me to remain at this depot for a period 
of 36 hours. 

jl{ondrt.1j, :2d.-l h .. UI. lunched. Melted snow by burning moss. A 
pool of water has been discovered in a ravine, about two miles fi'om the 
camp. 2 h. A.3I. sent a party to the ravine for water. !j h .. UI. party 
returned with water, and three ptarmigan, shot by Benjamin Young. 
Fresh traces of deer or musk oxen reported as having been seen by the 
party near the water. Moses Tew, A.B., is unwell, ~uffering fi'om a bad 
cold. The depot has been rebuilt, and left in the same secure state that 
we found it in on our arrival. 

I shall proceed in my next journeys round to the other side of the 
island, in obedience to my instructions from )\fr. iWClintock. Virk 
Abstract . 

.t h. 30 111. 1'.~I. called the cook. 
S h. l'.:\f. proceeded, after building a cairn, and depositing a notice and Forty.third Journey. 

a note for Mr. M'Clintock. 9 h. p.~r. shot a goose. 10 h. 1.5 m. P.~I., on Going rOllnd the south to the 

arriving at what appeared to be the last point of the island a peculiarly east coast of B. ~r. lslaud. 

shaped rock was noticed on the rise of the point. As I could only walk Travelled, Sh. ~Om. 
with great difficulty, I sent D. Young to examine the rock, which appeared 
at a distance as if placed upright by artificial means. c\ notice frolll 
Mr. Aldrich, dated 29th May, was discovered under a small pile of ~tones D"~1nce,8mile'. 
near its base. The notice was replaced in its original position, and one of 
mine was placed on the top of the rock, with a few stones over it. ;\. few 
old Esquimaux remains of huts werc seen on this point. 

Tuesday, ;3d.-:30 m .. Ul. lunched. Suow and thick weather. :2 h. A.~l. 
carne upon sledge track, running inland fi'om the floe. Followed the 
trail up to a small cairn and recent encampment. Found a notice from 
Mr. Aldrich in the cairn, dated 2Rth May. ~ h. 30 Ill. ,UI. tented. Moses 
Tew, A.B., was rather fatigued, and unable t.o keep up with the sledge. 

!j h. 30 m. 1' •. 11. called the cook. M. 'few is much better, but not yet Forty.fourth Journey. 

able to drag'. Nearly a calm. Overcast, and thick all round. i h. 30 m. Proceeding to the northward 

1 d b 'Id" . D . d . dId along the east coast of B. M. 
P. ~I. emp oye Ul mg a cairn. eposlte a notice, an rep ace I,land. 

Mr. Aldrich's. Travelled, 6h. 45m. 

R h. P.~!. proceeded along the coast line to the northward. 9 h. 1'.~I. 
passed runner tracks, pointing from the floe to the encampment just left. 
Midnight, wind S.S. W. Fog and thick weather. Breeze fresh. Sledge 
going fast under sail. The floe has again assumed the charact.er and Distance, 11 miles. 

appearance it had on the coast of Melville Island, viz. very smooth and 
level, without any signs of pressure. ". e are leaving the large hummocks 
and heavy pressed-up masses of ice, peculiar in this neighbourhood to the 
southern shores of Hyam Martin Island, behind us. 

TFednesdrt.lJ, 4th.-2 h. 45 111. ,\'~I. tented. I found it impossible to 
proceed any farther. The pace has been too fast for a man with only one 
leg in working condition. The sledge has been running before a fi'esh 
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breeze' at first over a low flat round a low point to a level plain, and then 
over a 'smooth floe filling up a small bay or indentation of the coast line on 
the north side of the plain. Encamped on ~he . beach on t~e north side of 
the bay. No very high land visible on thIS sIde of the Island from our 
present encampment. The weather cleared up suffi~iently, just after 
pitching the tent, to enable us to sce Bathurst Lan~; dIstance apparently 
20 miles; bearing about E. true. This showed m the form of three 
islands, which I take to be the western extreme of Graham Moore Bay. 

Confined to tent by stress of 5 h. P.M. Blowing fresh from the S.W., with heavy drift .. I refrained 
ofwoalher. from calling the cook, as I shall not be able to move onward WIth so strong 

a wind and heavy drift. 8 h. P.M. the wind has veered round three or four 
points more to the westward. Snow is falling, but we are not certain, as 
the drift is so heavy it is difficult to decide between it and snow. Midnight, 
weather more moderate. 

Forty.firth Journey. 

Proceeding to the northW81"d 
along the cast coast of B. M. I. 

Travelled, 6b. 45m. 

Distance, 9 miles. 

Forty·sixth Journey. 

Proceedin~ round the north 
end of B. M. I. to the west
ward. 

Travelled, Bh. 1 Sm. 

Dilitance, 9 miles. 

Forty-seventh Journey. 

Proceedin:z to comp1ete the 
circuit of B. }I. Islano. 

Travelled, 4h. J Sm. 

Thu1·sday, 5th.-lh. 30m. A.M. lunched. Employed cutting up tobacco, 
repairing clothes, and any small jobs that may be required. 8h. A..M. 

blowing strong, with heavy drift; thick all round us. 

4 h. 40 m. P.M. called the cook. Blowing fresh, but fine over head. 
Moses Tew, A.B., is recovered, and now fit for duty. 7h. 45m. P.M. pro
ceeded under sail. 9 h. 15111. P.M. examined a cairn placed on a rise of 
land some distance up from the beach, and found a notice from Mr. Ald
rich, dated the 27th May. It was replaced with one of mine, dated the 
5th of June. Midnight. \V e have had a fresh breeze, with drift. Sledge 
proceeds under sail at a good rate, with very little assistance from the 
men. 

Frida.y, 6th.- Oh. 15m. A.;\1. lunched. Strong breeze, thick weather, 
and very cold. Tcnted near a bluff". Our course during the journey has 
been from the N.N.W. to N.W. true. We passed, before coming to the 
bluff, several extensive plains, almost as level as the floe. 8 h. A.M. the 
S. W. breeze appears to be over. Tented at 2 h. 30 m. A.M. 

4 h. 30 m. P.M. called the cook. Calm and overcast. Snow. 5 h. P.M. 

a light breeze from the N.W. 8h. 15m. proceeded round the north end 
of the island, passing under the bluff, and across several ravines and water
courses coming from it. Snow falling, with a comparative mild tempe
rature. Midnight. We have examined two or three objects that at a 
distance looked like cairns, which on a closer cxamination have turned out 
to be large rocks. 

Saturday, 7tll.-0 h. 15 m. A.M. lunched. One of the ptarmigan shot 
on this journey was in full summer plumage; a female. The cock bird 
still retains its white winter covering. 4 h. A.M. tented. Dense fog. This 
journey has been on the slopes and flats running out from the face of the 
bluff, which is a ridge of high land (moderately high), forming the north 
end of the is~and; it. may be 200 feet, and of an easy access. During 
lunch, a partIal clearmg up showed us Bathurst .Land right astern. I 
expected, from the appearance of the floe and trendmg of the land, to have 
reached the cairn I built on the 28th May, when I landed on my return 
from Melville Island. The fog has shut every object up, and I therefore 
think it best to stop a little short. No further traces of the sledge "Lady 
Franklin" have been met with on this journey. 

4 h. 45 m. P.~1. called the cook. Thick weather. 8 h. P.M. proceeded to 
complete the circuit o.f the island. 10 h. 30 m. P.~1. crossed my runner 
tracks of the 27th ultllllO, and followed them up to the cairn, which we 
found knocked down, and a pemmican tin that had been filled with sand 
and stone.s removed £I·om the top of it to some distance. I directed the 
men to bUIld another su~stantial cairn on the opposite side of the ravine, to 
commemorate our haVIng completed the circuit of the island The old 
cairn was rebuilt. . 
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Sunday, Sth.-Oh. 15m. A':M:. tented and lunched. After lunch the party 
was employed building the cairns, with the exception of two men sent out Distance,4 miles. 
to look for water. 3h. A.M. party returned from the cairns, bringing back a 
dead musk ox. This animal had most probably died from starvation, as it 
was nothing more than a skeleton. I had the horns separated from the 
head, as they appeared to be good specimens. 711. A.M. pemmican and 
grog. An extra half gill was issued on this occasion, as it was to be the 
last of our outward bound journeys. 

To-morrow we turn our sledge towards the ships, and intend making 
the best of it back again. We unfortunately have not had our sanguine 
anticipations realized by meeting with any of the missing Expedition, or 
the slightest indication that would lead me to suppose they ever touched 
at Byam Martin Island, or the adjacent shores of Melville Island, visited 
by the sledge "Resolute" under my command. Had the weather been 
more favourable to our farther progress to the northward some decided 
opinion might ha\'e been arrived at relative to the inlet between Melville 
Island and Bathurst Land. Unfortunately the gales of wind from N.W. 
round to W., accompanied by a smothering drift blown from over the land, 
prevented the party getting any farther to the north along the east coast 
of Melville Island. The sledge, on one occasion, was not only stopped 
by the force of the wind, but absolutely blown back against the united 
strength of the men. The weather was never sufficiently clear after the 
16th May, when up to the northward, to permit any extended view, and at 
my farthest north it must have been limited to within 10 miles. Occa
sional openings through the fog, which invariably came down the inlet 
from the north, extended our view across in the direction of Bathurst Land. 
No land, however, was ever seen in that quarter by any of the party 
until after our return to Byam Martin Island, when we saw the capes 
forming the western extreme of Graham Moore Bay. Since rounding the 
north and N.W. end of this island (Byam Martin) we have had fi'equent 
opportunities of seeing the coast line of Melville, stretching N. and S. as 
far as the eye can reach. 

All parts of the floe travelled over to the north of Point Griffiths was 
remarkably smooth and level, and free from pressed-up ice; except at the 
tidal mark, when the floe was in contact with the land; under these cir
cumstances some of the hummocks were very lofty, bnt composed of rather 
thin ice, generally not more than 2 or 3 feet thick. These were of COlm:e 
raised by a pressure in the direction of Bathurst Land perpendicular to the 
east coast line of Melville Island. The north end of Byam Martin Island 
was almost entirely free from hummocks of any description; whereas its 
southern coast line was a fearful chaos of immense masses of pressed-up 
ice. The coast lines of Melville Island and BYain Martin visited by my 
party were bordered by a beach too shoally to admit of the near approach 
of ships. 

4 h. 45 m. P.M. called the cook. Had a partial view of the opposite coast Forty.eighth Journey. 
of Melville Island. W cather not very clear. 7h. 45 m. P.M. deposited a Returning to the ships round 
notice at the cairn, and proceeded under sail, on our return. A light the north end of B. M. Island. 
breeze from the S.E. ; overcast and hazy. 11h. P.M. observed a large seal 
on the floe; the first we have seen for this season. Filled our empty tin Travelled, 6h. 45m. 

vessels with water at a large pool in a ravine. 
Mond(1Y, 9th.-O h. 15 m. A.M. lunched. The snow is getting soft; wet Distance, 9 mile •. 

feet. 2h. 15 m. A.M. tented near the bluff. Found the painted gUll cover 
mlssmg from the sledge; it must have dropped off during the joumey. 
We encamped early, as I was unable to keep up with the sledge. The 
tent is pitched upon a spot where the ground is about the consistency of 
stiff mortar; everythinO' is becoming completely saturated with wet by the 
melting of the snow. Issued to William Swaney, A.B., one pair soles to 
repair his moccasins. 

5 h. P.M. called the cook. 8 h. 30 m. P.M. proceeded round Byam Martin Fortv-ninth Journey. 

Island on our return to Bathurst, under sail. Wind S. W.; thick weather. On returning to the shipo,rotm,l 
T: d 1 Otl. h I . h d Aft I h t k th fl the N.E. s,de B. M. Island. ues ay, t.-O. 30 m. A.M. unc e . er unc we 00 e oe 

for Bathurst Land. Fog and mist. View very limited. 3 h. A.M. tented. Travelled,6h. SOm. 
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Distance, 9 mile,_ 

"Fiftieth Journey. 

Crossing the inlet from 
B. :II. I. to Bathurst Land. 

Travelled, Bh. 

Distance, 8 mile.'ll. 

Fifty.tirst Journe-y. 

Crossing- the inlet from 
B.)1. hland to nathur~t Land. 

Travelled, 9h. ISm. 

Distance, 12 miles. 

.. Fifty-second Journey. 

Proceedin~ to the eastward 
round Gr.:J.ham :Moore Bay 
towards Cape Cockburn. 

Travelled, Bh. 

Distance, 8 mile!. 
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A dense fog. Lost sight of Byam Martin, which is not 3 miles distant. 
The travelling is becoming very heavy; the sledge at every 3 or 4 yards 
gets buried in the soft snow; the instant the bottom touches the snow a 
standing pull is requisite to liberate her. 

5 h. 1'.:11. called the cook. Thick weather. 8 h. P.M. proceeded. Snow 
is very soft and deep. 9 h. 15 m. P.M. as I was no longer able to get on, 
more especially in the deep snow, I was obliged, though very reluctantly, 
to get on the sledge. 

The sledge is buried above the runners at eyery plunge, and the men 
are constantly above their knees. 10 h. 40 m. p.~I., issued an extra half gill 
in consequence of the work being so heavy. 11 h. 30 m. 1'.:11. saw two 
small islets, X -t or 5 miles. They are immediately off the east end of 
the bluff on Byam :\Iartin, between it and Bathurst Land, but not more 
than 5 or 6 miies from the former. Signs of a clear-up, with a light air from 
the N.\V. The temperature since commencing the journey has lowered 
considerably. The travelling' becomes much better and easier as the snow 
hardens. 

TVednesda.lj, 11 tlt.-<) h. 30 m. A.:lI. lunched. 'We can just discem a 
loom of land on the port bow and right a-head. ~ h .. ur. fog clearing 
away fi'om the land to the eastward. The land of Byam Martin, which we 
left yesterday, is now very distinct. The bluff is on our port quarter, and 
the coast line from it stretches away to the south as far as the eye can 
reach. 3 h. A.:lI. altered our direction about one point more to the left, so 
as to shape a more direct course for what appeared to be the western point 
of Graham Moore Bay. -t h. A •. \I. tented. Bathurst Land 5howing like 
three islands, E. 10 or l:lmiles. 

The travelling after midnight improved wonderfully with the fall in the 
temperature, and the sledge again slipped along with its usual rapidity. 
5 h. A.:l1. employed putting ii'csh sen'ice on and refitting the drag ropes . 

. 'jh. P.:\!. called the cook. We haH' had a warm sleep; most of the party 
found it more pleasant to lay on the outside of their bags. I expect, from 
the high temperature that has prevailed dUling the day, that we shall have a 
heav} drag across the floe. 8 h. P.:I!. proceeded. A beautiful clear night. 
Travelling is heavy, but the snow not quite so soft as it was on starting in 
the first part of last journey. 

Thursday, l:lth.-o h. ;~j m. A.)1. lunched. The snow is getting harder 
and better as the night advances. 5 h .. UI. crossed a sledge tr:1ck, 200 
or 300 yards from the land, out~ide the hummocks sweeping round the 
point forming the N.W. extreme ofGrahaml\Ioore Bay. 5'11. 15m. A.~1. 
landed, and encamped on Bathurst Land. The tent i~ on a ridge at the 
foot of the snowy cape which forms ~.w. extreme of Graham Moore 
Bay. 

5 h. P.)I. called the cook. 7h. P.M. built a cairn, and deposited notice . 
7h. -t.) Ill. P.~I. proceeded. Fog and mist prevails all round. lOh.30m. 
P.~1. returned to the land after making an attempt to cross the floe towards 
a point to the eastward. This was discernible at intervals through the 
mist, and appeared to be the eastern extreme of a small bay or indentation 
of the coast line that we had just entered upon. 

The attempt to cross failed, as the sledgc got buried in the snow and 
water, and the men were half "'ay up their thighs, and unable to move. 
The shovel was used to free the s1edge. Issued half a gill of rum. \r c 
arc now obliged to follow the sweep of the bay, availing ourselves of 
every patch of ground that will permit of our progress. 

F',riday. 13~h.-Oh. 30~1. A.:lI. lunched. We have been crossing a suc
ceSSIOn ofravmes near theIr mouth, where the land, saturated with wet and 
parti~ny melted snow, forms a Yrerfect quagmire, through which it is very 
labOrIOUS to drag the sledge. fhe ground in advance of us appears to be 
of a better character. 
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3 h. 45 m. A.M. I selected the driest spot I could to pitch the tent on. 
The men are much knocked up by the night's "'ork, although the travel
ling, from the n~ture of the ground, was much bett~r after midnight. The 
first part of the Journey was across a long hollow, wIth a number of ravines 
in it, roofed over with snow and ice, and a stream of water at the bottom. 
This roof sometimes gave way from the rotten state of the ice, when we 
generally got into a mess, and had some difficulty in clearing the sledo·e. 
These ravines discharge the water from the high land on our left. A b~r
gomaster (laura glaucus) passed on to the westward. This is the first 
sea-bird that has been seen by the party for the season. It is an indication, 
I should suppose, of the neighbourhood of' open water. 

3 h. P.M. we were alarmed for the safety of our stores and provisions by Fifty·third Journey. 

a pack of wolves making directly for the sledge. They were 12 or H in Retllrnill.~ to the •• ,tward 

number. I struck one with the rifle in the left shoulder, when they made roulld Graham Moore Bay. 

off, continuing their course to the westward. 8 h. 5 m. proceeded; fol-
lowing the trend of the land, round Graham Moore Bay, in the direction of 
Cape Cockburn. 10 h. 30 nl. P.)I. found the travelling much easier than Travelled, 7b. 5Sm. 

in the journey of last night. A large lake of water is formed along the 
margin of the beach, from the drainage of the higher land. The edges and 
bottom of this is composed of smooth ice, affording an excellent road. Distanre,l1 miles. 

11 h. 30 rn. P.~!. arrived at a point under a bluff headland. The floe ice 
is so pressed up about the point that no passage is left for the sledge 
round: Had to cross the neck of the point on the "teep slopes of the cliff. 
The dragging is very laborious whereyer the SaiHl is uncovered by snow. 

Saturday, 14th.-0 h. 1.') 111. A.)I. Benjamin Young came up with the 
sledge, bringing back four ptarmigan, and :;ome ,pecimens of coal picked 
up in a run of water. Lunched. 4 h. A.~[. tented. The last hour of the 
journey was on the floe, to which we were driven hy a steep cliff. Our 
encampment is on the beach to the eastward of the headland we rounded 
on the floe. There is an extensive lake about half amile inland fi·om us, 
beyond a moderately high ridge of land. This lake has an opening for 
the discharge of the water into the bay, 300 or 400 yards to the east
ward of our present position. The floe, as fitr a, tbe eye can reach, i~ 
apparently covered with water. Many of the pools appear like sl1lall lakes; 
all of which that have COl1le under observation are ,hallow. 

5 h. :30111. P.}!. called the coole S h. ;j 111. 1'.)1. proceeded, taking the 
floe towards a point of land forming the east boundary of a bay that runs 
with a good depth into the land on our left. 10 h. P.}!. going across the 
mouth of the bay, which is about 5 or 6 miles deep. Thl' land i" con-
tinuous all round tbe bottom of the bar. A line of hUllllllocks i,; visible 

17ifty-fourth Journey. 

Returning to the eastward 
round Graham l\Ioore Bay. 

nearly all the way round. Midnight;" after getting some little clj:.;tance, 
on first commencing the journey over S0111e smooth ice on thc outside of Tmcllctl, 7h. SSm. 

the beach hummocks, we found the travelling very difficult, fi'om the depth 
of the soft unmelted snow. A standing pull was constantly recurring, anel 
we had to dig the sledge out of thc snow o,'\'('r;1I times. 

Sztnrla.l/, 15th.-0 h. :30111 .. \.)]' lunched. AfLcr lllnch the snow became 
more crisp, the sledge in consequence does not sink so deep. Passed 
inside of a small islet, or patch of land, with icc pressed lip about it, 
lying off the east side of the bay. -! h .. Uf. tented on a point c()\'cn:(l 
with large blocks of sandstone. The canvass boots arc much cut and 
worn by the young ice which forms on the surface of the pools of water . 

. 5 h. 45 m. P.M. called the coole ~ h. 4.5 Ill. 1'.)I. proceeded. ,r e were 
delayed from starting for a short time by the appearance near us of two 
deer. They were, however, too war.\·, and af1orderl. ll'i no chance of a ohot. 

Di~tauc(', 11 mtle5. 

.i11ondap, 16th.-0 h. 15m. A.~1. lunched. \'1' e are at a dead block..1. Fifty.fifth Journey. 

d b
· h . , . 1 Returmng to the eastward 

very ~fP Ig t runs beyond the pomt we are come to, iormmg a a.rge round GrahamUoore Bay. 

ba.r, WIth a number of smaller bays and indentations r~und its coa~t liue, 
whICh would ~ake a long period to travel round. Crosfr1g the .floe IS ~Ue!l Travelled, 7h. 4Sm. 

heavy work WIth the snow in its present ~tak that G or i mIles of It IS 
2. E e :~ 



Dil!ltance, 6 miles. 

Fifty-sixth Journey. 

Returning to the ships. 
Going round Graham Moore 
Buy. 

Travelled, Sb. 20m. 

Distance, 6 miles. 

Fifty-seventh Journey. 

Returning to the ships. 
Going round Graham l\ioore 
Bay. 

Travelled, 4h. SOm. 

Distance, 4 miles. 
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almost an impassable barrier. The snow is only partially thawed, and 
very deep. No d?ubt a few warm days would comple~e the thaw, and 
leave the ice bare, when travelling would be comparatIvely easy. The 
men at every step sink above their knees, and frequently deeper, in snow 
and water. The moment the bottom of the sledge takes the snrface 
snow it clogs and stops, requiring. a stand!ng p~ll or the shovel to free 
it. If the runners were 4 or 6 Inehes hIgher It would be a great ad
vantage under the present circumstances of the partial thaw. 

4 h. 30 m. A.M. tented on the floe. Made 1 ~ miles since lunch. We had 
to unload and take half on at a time. The men in returning with the 
empty sl~dge had to spell twice, the depth of the snow fatigued them 
so much. 4 h. P.M. the sun shines brightly. We have clear view of the 
land, which is now very distinct, and apparently continuous all round the 
head of the bay. 

5 h. 20 m. called the cook. 7 h. 20 m. P. M. we are all prepared to 
start in good spirits, notwithstanding our difficulties of the last few days. 
A beautiful clear night. 8 h. F.M. proceeded towards the point steered 
for in the last journey. 10 h. 30 m. P. M. arrived at the point. In the 2! 
hours work we gained about I-§- miles. Proceeded, skirting round the 
point and along its eastern side, on the smooth ice outside of the hum
mocks, which is denuded of snow and drained by the cracks near the 
tide mark. 

Thursday, 17th.-0 h. 35 m. A.M. lunched. 3 h. 40 m. A. M. tented o~ 
the eastern side of a small island; the middle one of three lying in the 
centre of a deep inlet or bay, on a north and south line of bearing, 
distant 3 or 4 miles from each other. The two to the northward are the 
highest. The outside, or the southward one, is lower, and on sighting it, 
coming from the westward, looks like a cape projecting from the main land. 
The one we are camped on is composed of sandstone; it runs up steep 
from the floe edge to a height of 300 or 400 feet, with a rounded summit, 
elongated in a north and south direction. 

This bay or inlet is ful1 of headlands or islands with deep "fiords" 
between them. The land in the background is very lofty, and apparently 
continuous al1 round. 

The depth of the bay and of the various fiords is very great, and would 
require many days journeys to complete the circuit. After leaving the 
point, and towards midnight, the snow was found much harder than in the 
previous journey. The men behave with great spirit and energy, and 
appear determined, if possible, to get the sledge back to the ship. I 
trust after a few days of warm weather that all the surface snow on the 
floe will be converted into water, leaving the ice bare and better for 
travelling. After passing Cape Cockburn we shall have straighter coast 
line, and free of this labyrinth of creeks and bays. 

5 h. 20 m. called the cook. 8 h. P.M. proceeded, crossing the floe 
towards a point on the east side of the bay. Snow soft and deep; 
dragging very heavy. 

Wednesday, 18th.-0 h. 30 m. A.M. blowing fresh from the S.W. or 
S.S.W., with a fall of snow. The floe is almost impassable; we have not 
gained more than 3 or 4 miles. The best part of this was made upon 
t?at part .of the flo~ next the island, which was bare of snow, and par
tIally ~ralDed. A~ It has been a standing pull the whole way, with the 
exceptIOn of the first part of the journey, I have thought it necessary 
to pItch .the tent, to rest the men for a few hours, and give them the 
opportllmty te;' lunch under shelter, the more especially as the weather 
looks threatenmg. 

5 h. 15 m. A.M. We have been obliO"ed to remain as the wind increased . 0 , 

to a fresh gale, accompamed by a heavy fall of snow. We cannot see 
2.0 ,rards from tent. The spo~ we are encamped on is elevated about 
SIX Inches above the surroundmg water, and almost exactly the size of 
the spread of the tent. 7 h. 30 m. weather clearing, but still blowing 
strong. 2 h. P.)!. weather moderate. Able to see the land. 
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5 h. 30 m. P.M. caned tbe cook. sh. 10m. P.M. proceeded to cross 
the floe towards the nearest point of land. Calm. lOh .. Sm. P.M. we have 
made 1!- or 2 miles, and are obliged to unload and stage it, as the sledge 
buries itself too deep. 11 h. 45 m. P.M. landed with part of tbe traps on 
the east side of the deep bay we have been working across for the last 
3 days. 11 h. 55 m. P.M. lunched, before the men returned for the 
remainder of the load left on the floe. 

Fjfty-eighth Journey 

Returning to the ~hips. 
Going round Graham :Moore 
Bay, 

Travelled, 9b. SSm. 

Thursd(]y, 19th.-3 h. A.M. sledge returned, when we reloaded, and 
proceeded round tbe point. 5 h. 45 m. A.M. tented on tbe land. We have 
travelled since, rounding the point in a northerly direction, along its Distance, 7 mile" 

western face, making the circuit of a bay, and avoiding the floe, which, if 
passable would be much the shortest distance. 

5 h. 30 m. P.M. called the cook. Fifty-ninth Journey, 

S h. P,M. proceeded, continuing our course round the bay, making Retuming 10 the ships 

h d d C C kb 
by Graham Moore Bay. 

our way to t e eastwar towar s ape oc urn. 
Frida,Y, 20th.-l b. A.M. lunched, after crossing about q- miles of floe, 

which occupied us Ii h., and saved tbe circuit of a bay. !j h. 10 m. A.M. 

tented to the south-west of a cape we saw yesterday. We made a portage 
k f I d h ' h . . L" Travelled,9h. 10m. across a narrow nec 0 an w IC Juts out from Its base, 10l'ming a long 

low point. This is the most western of the two capes we saw, after leaving 
Cape Cockburn, in our outward journey. 

The five journeys since the 15th instant have been employed in working Distance, 13 mile., 

our way round or across numberless bays in the centre of Graham Moore 
Bay. 

The coast line we are now on trends to the S. of E., and appears 
straighter, with large hummocks pressed up on its beach line as far as the 
eye can reach. 

5 h. 15 m. called the cook. 7 h. 40 m. P.M. proceeded. 11 h. obliged 
to take the floe to cross what appears to be a deep bay. 

Saturday, 21st.-Oh. 40m. A.M. lunched on the east side of the bay. 
3 h. 40 m. tented opposite or to the westward of a cape, a deep inlet 
running between us and the neck of land from which it rises. The pas
sage across may occupy some hours in the present soft state of the snow. 
I therefore prefer encamping to making the trial with tired men. 

In crossing the last floe piece the sledge was frequently afloat and 
proved very buoyant. 

5 h. P. M. called the cook. 7 h. 30 m. P. ~I. proceeded to cross the 
inlet to the opposite side. 9 h. 15 m. P ,\I. reached the land. A few hours 
frost bad improved and hardened the snow, and in consequence we made 
good progress over. 

Sund(fY, 22d.-0 h. 30 m, A. M. lunched. 4 h. 30 m. A.M. tented about 
2~ or 3 miles N.W. of Cape Cockburn. The travelling has been very good 
during this journey, more especially over the snow that has become granu
lated by the frost. Found two screws gone in the iron plate of the star
board runner. 

5 h. 10 m. P.M. called the cook. 7 h. 3U m. P.M. proceeded towards the 
hummocks south of Cape Cockburn. 9 h. reached the depot; all safe. 
Found a note from Mr. Aldrich, and one from Mr. May, left by them on 
their return; the former dated 2d of June and the latter 11 th of Ma'y 
1851. 

9 h. 15 m. commenced opening depot. Found the earth heaped over 
the pit a solid frozen mass. 

Monda,y, 23d.-l h. A.M. lunched. 
3 h. 30 h. A.M. We have been employed up to this hour in openin,g 

the dep~t, taking our proportion of proyisions, &c. Som~ of the bread IS 
much IllJured by water havinCF penetrated and collected III the bottom of 
the pit. 6 h. 15 Ill. A.M. s~nt two men to the hill to look out for 
Mr. M'Clintock's party. They returned without any tidings of our 
companions. 

~ Ee4 

Sixtieth Journey. 

Returning to the !'.hips by 
Graham Moore Bay. 

Travelled, 7h. 

Distance, 11 miles. 

Sixty-Srst Journey. 

R~turning to the ships by 
Graham Moore Bay. 

Travelled, Sh. 

Distance, 15 miles. 

Sixty-second Journey. 

At Cockburo. 

Travelled, lh. 30m. 

Distance, 4 miles. 

Remained at depot, Cape 
Cockburn, S6h., as per order. 



Sixty-third Journey. 

From Cape Cockburn towards 
AJison's J Did. 

Travelled, Bh. 

DilStance, 11 miles. 

Sixty_fourth Journey. 

Returning to the ship~, round 
by Alison's In]et towards Bed. 
ford Bay. 

TraveJled, 9h. 15m. 

DistanceJ 11 miles. 

Sixty-fifth Journey. 

Along the eoa..,t between 
Alison's Inlet, and Bedford 
Bay, Bathurst Land. 

TraveJled, 9h. 10m. 

Distance, 14 miles. 
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5 h. 30 lll. P.'\!. called the cook. 7 h. 35 m. P. ~1. proceeded to the 
eastward round the foot of the cape in the direction of Alison's Inlet. 

Tllfsdl/.If, :24tli .-0 h. 30 m. lunched. We found the travelling on 
the low ground round the cape rather heavy. 3 h. 35 m. A.}[. tented on 
the only dry spot in sight. 

!) h. 20 m. 1' •. \1. called the coole 8 h. 15 m. P.M. proceeded in the 
direction of Alison's Inlet, the position of which is not well defined 
but I take it to be near the cape right ahead of us, and distant fron: 
Cape Cockburn about 16 miles. 

rT·cr{lIcsd".'I, '2.Jtlt.-O h. ;35 m .. \..11. lUllched. . This we did after having 
passed somc distance round the headland formlllg the eastern boundary 
to the extensil'e plain lying between it and Cape Cockburn and the sup. 
posed position of Alison's Inlet, which, however, wc did not make out. 
There is a !'a\'inc, and some ridges at this point might be possibly mistaken 
at a distancc for an inlet. 

'2 h .. I.~I. passed onc of our old cncampments on the outward journey 
(26th April). ~roscs Te\y, A. B., picked up his mitts that had been left 
behind. Fine beautiful weather; a fi'esh breeze from the N.W. and 
W.::\.\Y.; under sail. "":e were somewhat delayed by a small herd of 
deer on the plain. They kept:<t too great a distance for a fair shot, though 
they followed the sledge under sail for several miles. 

4 h. 30 m .. UI. Tented under a remarkable cape, Ileal' which i\Jr. AI· 
drich ill his outward journey deposited his grand depot. Bagged five 
ducks, one a mallard of the" King" species. ·1 h. P.}!. weather squally, 
with sleet and snow. 

;) h. l;j m. called the cook. 
,~h. 10 Ill. P. }I. proceeded to cross the floc of the deep inlet that runs 

up to eastward of the cape. 9 h. 20 m. P.~1. reached the land, and worked 
round the point forming the east side of inlet, directing our course along 
the land to Bedfiml Bay. 

10 h. 10 m. P.}I. l'~oticed a cairn upon a rise inshore of us. Found a 
paper from :\11'. ;\ldrich, dated ,th Jl1ne. 

TIIllJ'Sr/(/1/, 26t".-0 h. 1;::' m .. ur. reached and examined a cairn with 
[! pole on it. Fonn(l it hael been erected by lIir. 1\1 'Dougal on the 1st of 
June, who had been ~ent from the "Resolute" h,v Captain Austin to 
replenish SOllle of the home depots. He informed us that this had been 
(lone, anel that the dep<Jts ,rere all safe from hl'ar~, "'-c. 1 h ..... ~l. lunched. 
S h. :W 11l. A.}l. tented on the east side of a bav under the eastern 
peak (Bathurst Land), ncar a point which shuts "in \"ith Baker Island 
from our encampment. 

The floe has many cracks in it, by which means the water has drained 
off, leaying a :,mooth sllrfilce ; excellent sledge travelling. 

Sixty-sixth Journey. 5 h. 20 ill. P.:\I. called the cook. 
Returning to the ships by the K h. 5n1. P.ill. proceeded round the point. 10 h. ;j m. P.}I. rounded the 
bays under the peaks, Bathurst 
Land. headland to the westward of Bedford Bay, and struck across the floe 
Travelled, 7h. 35m. towards the land neal' Cape Capel, for :\Il'. 'Cheyne's depot. Our course is 

inside of Baker IslalHl. :\1 idnight; obliged to turn back towards the 
land under the peaks; found the mow and water too deep on the floc to 
permit of any great progrc"". 

Distance, 9 miles. 

Fridu,1/, 'J.'tlt.-Il h. :30 m .. ur. lunched; directinrr our course towards 
the land under the peaks, with the hope of findinrr the road more practi
cable along the beach ice. 3 h. 30 m .. \.:\1. enc~mped under the most 
eastern of the peaks. and to the eastward of what is called on the charts 
Bedford B~y, which is, howcyer, not very well defined by indentation of 
the coast llllc. "\. ycr.\' deep bay, not on the chart, runs round to the )/'.E. 
of us, and towards the back of the peak. This bay must be crossed before 
we can reach the land running towards Cape Capel. The floe has not yet 
cracked, therefore a larg'e quantity of water drained from the' hirrh laud 
about remains on it. In trying to Cro35 in the last journey we g~t into 
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wh~t appeared to be a large hollow.in the centre of ~he floe toward~ 
whIch all the waters run. 2 or 3 mIles more to the S., nearer Bakel' 
Island, the floe looked more elevated, where perhaps the travelling would 
have been a shade better. This day finished our spirit of wine fuel. 
a gills per diem has sufficed for our cooking since we have been able to 
procure water. During the last two days we have returned to full allow
ance of provisions, which had been reduced by general consent, when thc 
difficulties of the return journey suddenly broke upon us in Graham 
Moore Bay, by the reason of the partial thaw. 

8 h. 40 m. P.~I. proceeded to cross the floe to the east side of the bay. Sixtyo,cvcntli Journey, 

Srti71rdnll, 28th.-1 h. A.~I. lunched. Previous to lunch we had made Rcturnin~ to the ,h;ps towards 
::7 Cape> Capd, Mr. Chevne'" 

out the Esquimaux ruins on the point to the westward of Mr. Cheyne's depot. . 

depot. Passed a fresh runner track pointing directly towards a small 
bay on our left .. 

2 h. A.:'II. observed the figure of a man on the low point neal' the ruins. 
This proved to be ~'Clintock, who had arrived :2 or 3 hours before us 
at Cheyne's depot. He had succeeded in crossing the floe further out than 
where we tried the passage. Congratulations, mutual and sincere, were 
exchanged between ourselves and parties after a separation of 47 days. 
3 h. tented at Cheyne's depot. Received a note from Captain Austin, who 
sanctions a day's rest and refreshment at this point. 

Sunda;lJ, 29th.-Issued one pair soles to James Robinson, Capt. f:c., 
and ditto to Moses Tew, A.B., for the purpose of repairing their boots. 

6 h. P.:'II. called the cook. 8 h. 40 m. proceeded, in company with" Per
severance," to cross the floe towards a point of land W. by N. ~i i'l'., 
distance 18 miles, magn. bear. 

lIfond(f.I}, 30'".-2 h. lunched. 7h. 1.5 m. P.~!. encamped on the floe, 
about half way across. We have passed through large lakes of water 
on the floe. 

Travelleci, fih. 20m. 
l)j~tallcl', 9 miicf(. 

Returning towards depot 
oppo~ite Brown hlalld. 

Travclll.!d, 1011. ~jm. 

Distance, () miles. 

5h. 15m. P.:'II. called the cook. July 1851. 

8h. 15m. P.:'II. proceeded in company with" Perseverancc." Six'y·nin'h Journc), 

Tuesdny, 1st Ju,y.-1h. 5m. AM. lunched. Cm"ing 'he Aoc toward, 

5h. -lOm. A.:'II. encamped about a mile round the point. \Ve crossed depot OPPOMtc Brown l. 

during this journey an extensive crack in the floe. It ran in towards the Travelled, 9h, 25m. 

land, a distance of four or five miles, with breadth in some places of at Distance, 10 mile" 

least twenty feet. 

5h. 20m. P.~!. callcd the cook. 
7h. 4m. proceeded, in company with" Perseverance," across a small bay 

to the autumn depot. 
llh. 30m. 1'.)1. arrived at depot. 
Wednesday, 2d.-1 h. A.M. lunched. Employed opening depot. A 

great part of the provisions is much injured by wet, which had pcnetrate(l 
to the bottom of the pit. Benjamin Young, captain foretop, has sprained 
his right foot; several of the party have swelled feet, from being so con
stantly in the water fot· the last twenty days. James Robinson, captain 
fiJrecastle, from the above-named cause is very lame. 

4h. 15m. P.~I. called the cook. 
6h. 40m. P.:'II. proceeded, in company with "Perseverance," along the 

land 011 our return to the ships. 
Thul'sday, 3d.-Oh. 20m. lunched on a point where we fOllnd a 

smull cairn with a notice (dated 14th and 15th June) frol11 Mr. Aldrich. 
4h. 15m. P.~I. tented on a small island to the westward of Cape Resolutc, 

Cornwallis Land. This island in our previous journeys had been taken .for 
a ~mall peninsula, projecting from the main land; it is about four nJlles 
distant fi'om the cape. 

2. F f 

Seventieth Journey. 

Arrived at depot. 
Travelled, Sh. 30m. 
Distance, 5 milc!-. 

!-1l'\'l'Lll.\.lir~1 Journcy. 

ltctUflJing to the ~hip .... 

,:\ utumn depot. 

TmvllIl,d, 9h. 55m. 
l)1',lalh t'. 1:3 milef';. 



Seventyasecond Journey. 

Arri,'cd at the ships, 

Distan('(', 14 mile,.. 
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4h. 15m. P.:I!. called the cook. 
6h. 40m. proceeded to cross the floe towards Griffith's Island. Ilh. 3m. 

P.M. lunched. The ships had been made out some time previously; and 
about an hour before lunch we observed them hoist their colours. 

Friday, 4th.-lh. A.:lI. landed on Griffith's Island in a small bay, near 
our starting post on our outward journey, 15th ~ pril 185 ~. 

We encamped on this spot, and refreshed, takmg our dmner and a few 
hours sleep, when we again proceeded, and reached the ships by noon, 
after an absence of eighty days. Total distance, 670 miles. 

Captain AUSTIN to ABRAHA:ll R. BRADFORD Esquire, Surgeon, Royal Navy, 
late Her Majesty's ship " Resolute," and in charge of the Extended 
Sledge" Resolute," Western Branch, Western Division. 
Sir, Woolwich, 21st October 1851. 

Having now received the fair report and journal of your proceedings 
between the 15th April and the 4th of July last, I have to convey to you 
my approbation of the manner in which you performed the service 
intrusted to you. 

The long period and extent of your journey, the labour and privations 
you have undergone, entitle you and your crew to my best thanks. 

The report of Lieutenant M'Clintock of your co-operation and ability 
has been highly satisfactory to me. 

I have here to express to you that I am not unmindful of the suffering 
you .experienced from the accident you met with in the execution of this 
serVIce. 

The manner in which you have been able to speak of your crew has 
afforded me much satisfaction, which has been made known to them. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 

Enclosure 19 of No. 11 of 185 I. 

Captain AUSTIN to "fI-. WALTER W. :\TAY, Mate, Her Majesty's Ship 
" Resolute," in charge of the Sledge .. Excellent." 

By Horatio T. Austin, Esquire, C.B., Captain of Her Majesty's 
Ship" Resolute," and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic 
Seas. 

The extent of the search on foot about to be entered upon enables 
me to comply with your earnest desire to be employed therein; and as 
the importance of the search to the westward calls for the presence of 
a medical officer in an extended party,-looking to your earnestness and 
zeal, and trusting to your moderation and caution in the management of 
the men who will be under you,-I gladly avail myself of your creditable 
willingness to serve under the experienced surgeon of the "Resolute." 

You will therefore take under your command the six men hereafter 
named, who one and all have volunteered and been fully approved by 
yoursdf for this service, and who with their sledge have been under your 
control and responsibility for preparation and equipment since the 
10th ultimo. Place yourself under the orders of Mr. Bradford, aud follow 
such directions as you may from time to time receive from him during 
the period of this particular service. 

With reference to your return after being detached, relyinO" on your 
prudence ~nd watc:hfulness, I fee.l that the system of a more e~perienced 
officer durmg the Journey out Will .not be lost sight of, and have only 
to add, that I hope to have the satIsfaction of seeinO" the fervent interest 
an~ zeal, with t~e saI?e efficiency, shown by the ~ates, of the active 
perIOd of our serVice, displayed upon the present occasion. 

On y~ur returI?- you.will d~posit, each day near your encampment, one 
of t!te pn,nted notIce? With which you are supplied. 

"\ ou Will keep a Journal of your proceedmgs and a track of your route, 
whicb, with such observations, sketches of headlands, &c. as you may 
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have been able to make, are to be transmitted to me as soon ~s practicable 
after your return. 

Given under my hand on board Her Majesty's ship "Resolute," in 
Winter Quarters between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, the 7th of April 

1851. (Signed) HORATIO T AUSTIN. 

The SIX M EN referred to. 

George S. Malcolm, Captain hold, } 
Thomas Brown, Blacksmith, 
John Davis, Bombardier, R.M.A., H M h' It 1 
Benjamin Strutt, A.B., . . s Ip" eso ute." 
John Wright, Private, R.M., 
John Hied s, Private, R.M., 

Limited pa~ty, provisioned for 42, and equipped for 28 days, with 1 runner sledge. 

EXCELLENT. 

LIMITED to Mr. A. R. BRADFORD, Surgeon. 

Names. Rank or Rating. Ages. To "hat hip belonging. 

- - -

Mr. W. W. May - - Mate 21 Resolu te. 
Geo. F. Malcolm - - Capt. hold 33 He.olute. Discharged to" Hotspur 

fJ'OI11 a severe fro.tbite, and oblige d 

Jno. Davis -
Thos. Brown -
Rd. Heeles -

Wright 
Wm. Elliott -
Ben. Strutt -
Robt. Urqua't -

- - Bombardier 
- Black,mith 

- - It .M. 

- - It.M. 26 
- - Carprs. mate 

- - A.B. 
- - R.M. 

Abstract of Weights. 
Stallding weights -
Depot for Dr. Bradford 
28 days provisions 

Total weight -

For each man 

to return to the ship. 
Resolute. 
Resolute. 
Resolute. Discharged to " Perse 

verance," Melville I slund sledge. 
Pioneer. 
Pioneer. In li p.u of Malcolm, fro, 11 

the " Das her ." 
Itesolute. 
I ntrepid. In li eu of Heeles 

" Perseverance." 

390 Ius. 
328 
588 

- 1,306 

217 

f,'ot II 

JOURNAL of the PROCEEDINGS of the" EXCELLENT." 

Having equipped my sledge as a limited, attaohed to Dr. Bradford , 
forming part of western division, with a 7-day, depot for two parties, and 
28 days provisions for our own consumption, I proceeded, under the ~rders 
of Lieutenant M'Clintock, to the N.W. end of Griffith Island, with the mten· 

~ Ffl 



Fi r<;; t nighl'~ J o urney. 
Started G p.m. 
W eatl:t'r, tllitL::. 
,Vinc.! S.E. 

Time travt!lIin .~, lO. :W. 
:E nt·amped at .. I. :W :1.111. 

}Jlstall t'l' , J 5'. 

S ::!::'o ncl .J oul'lle.,', 
Timt:! in le n t..; , I'.!. 
\Vintl S E ., u. t: .CJ . 
~tartet.l, G p.m. 
B reakf.:t <;tcd at 4 p .m. 
Time travelling, G. ~O. 
Encamped at 12. ~m. 
Djstan(' e, 1 £Y. 

Third J .. )Urllt=,v . 
Ti me in t ellt.:;. 18. 
Ti me tra\'e lling. I). :10. 
DiullIl<'C gone, 7 ~' . 
Wind S.E. 
Wea tb t" r. misly. 

1 ~ SO. a. m. e n ~ampell 
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tion of giving Captain Austin the satisfaction of seein~ us full,Y prepared 
for an immediate departure, and us a good start to begm our first mght's 
journey with, which he intended should take place on Monday the 14th of 
April 1851; but as the wind blew strong: fi'om the northw~rd on t~at da.f, 
we were obliged to defer our departure tlll the day followlllg. 1 he bont
swain and party were left in charge of the sledges. 

T uesday, April 15th.-All the parties, under their r~s'pcctive leaders, 
accompanied by Captain Austin and some of the rernallllllg offi cers and 
men, left their ships for the N.W. end of' Gnffi th l slanu. We there par
took of a slight refi'eshment of half a day's allowance of run~ and bi ' cuit, 
after which he read a short prayer, and addressed the part]('~, exhorting 
them to do their utmost. \V e then manned our sledges, lllddlllg our few 
remaining shipmates farewell, and proceeded on ou r journey towards the 
depot deposited on Cornwallis Island last autumn. 

During the night the wind blew strong from the S.E. Weather thick. 
Some of the sledges had their floor-cloths set as a sai l, and also the kite, 
which we found to be of great assistance. We encamped on the Roe at 
4.30 A.)J., havi ng made aQout !J miles, which, together with the distance 
made on Saturday, made ll S about 15 miles from the ship. 

JlVednesday, Apl1·t 16llt.-Started at 6 P.M., sail set . This day we 
found the floe very hard, and the sledges ran easily, but the weather still 
continued so thick that Mr. M'Clintock, at 12.30 A.M., not thinking it 
prudent to go on, ordered us to encamp, which we did on a point on 
Cornwallis Island, having made about 10 miles. 

Thursday, Apn'[ 1 !tlt.- Stm:ted at 6.25. Weather clearing, sledges pro
ce2ded across a small Illlet runnmg up to the north-eastward. 1.\1 r. M'Clin
tot.:k and myself walked along the land, in towards the inlet. I L appeared to 
run to the northward and eastward, with a branch extending to the east
ward. At midnight we crossed it, and found it to be about two miles 
broad. I then joined the sledges, and Mr. M 'Clintock walkeu along the 
shore till he reached the depot placed at the N . W. end of Cornwalli 
I sland last autumn, where we encamped at 12.30 P .M. 

Here we found that the whole of the depot, with the exception of the 
pemmican ~nd a few cases of chocolate, had been destroyed by the bears; 
but, as tl115 had b~en expected, I'll r. M'Dougall had previously been 
despatched to examllle and replenish the depot, which we found buried 
about two feet below the slll:face of the earth, in good condition. Imme. 
diately after the tents were pltched t\\·o men from each sledO'e were sent 
to dig up the provisions, and prepare them for issuing to-l11on~w. 

IN LET 

all TMC N . W . SIOt OF CORNWALLIS 15 LA.ND 
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,. FridfJY, April 18f?-8.15 P.:ll •• Having issued fou.r days provisions to 
eac~ sledge, and b~ned. the remamder, we set our smls, and proceeded on 
our Journey; the wmd lIght from the eastward, but the weather blew thick. 
During the first four hours the floe was yery hea\'y, and at midniO'ht we 
passed a point which we then thought to be Raker Island. Thi.~ land 
seemed to trend to the N.W., as we kept it on our starboard beam for two 
or three hours. 1 A.M. stopped for half an hour, for lunch . 

.') A.:lI. encamped on the floe, ha\'ing made about 10 miles. 

Fourth Journe\'o 
Time in t.-nt, 10. . 
W()rkin~ at the depot, Iv. 
\\ ind E. 
C. ::\1. t(ITCf',.3. 

Breakfasted at Ii, 
Till,e Ira\'en;t1~, 8. oJ5. 
Encamped for -re'it, .J .t. m. 
Ui..,tance gone, 10', 

Satltl'day, April 19th.-Started at 8 I'.~l. Weather still misty. At mid· Fifth JounJey, 

night we again saw land to the eastward; steering X W. 1 A.M. stopped for Time in tent', I.;. 
Blcakf<tsted at tJ p.m. 

half an hour for lunch. .5.30. encamped on the floe about two miles from Tin,e tmelling, Y·~. 
what looked very much like an island; bearing about N.W. Made about ~~:~~,~;:~;,~~~,~;.I~" 
10 or 11 miles. 

Sunda,y 20l".-8 P.:'\f. went in towards the point which appeared to Sixth Journey, 

be an island. Proceeded to the northward, with the intention of roundin!! Time in tent" 1-1.30. 
L.> 'VinJ~. '\~'! Ii. -i. g.mdJ. 

the north end. \Vind very strong, with a heavy (lrift. After tacking for Tern". -19'. 

two hours we found that it was no island, and a low ruck of land J' oined Bre"kfa".d at 'i. '10 p.m. 
Time tra\cllilll!' •. , .. ;u. 

the point to the main, which trended to the north·westward; we then bore Di,tanee gone, 7 ~'. 
Up and hauled the sledges on the shore, and pitched our tents at 1.30 .Uf., En<;;"peJ:;\g~~';:.~r 
the weather being too severe for proceeding. \I'e"tloer, 8 to 10 S. \1. 

]}/onda,lj, 2Ist.-8 P.~f. started, and proceeded across a deep hay towards 
a low point to the westward. The weather was clear, and I could sec the 
land all round the bay, which ran to the northward. 

1 A.M. stopped for half an hour for lunch. .j. encamp~d about two miles 
to the northward of the low point. 

Tuesda.lj, 22d.-One of Mr. Cheyne's men having been severely frost· 
bitten on the foot, Dr. Bradford thought it necessary that he should return 
to the ship. Mr. ;\I'Clintock theretore gave orders that all the sledges 
should fill up four days provisions from the" Parry," and bury the depot, 
which consisted of two potato cases (containing four four-day depots for four 
parties). This being done, we left the " Parry" to co\'er the dept)t with 
stones, and at 9 p.~r. proceeded across another bay to a point to the west· 
ward. In passing the extreme of the depot point we saw the n'mains 
of an Esquimaux encampment, and some tracb of reindeer. The \I'inci 
being from the N. E. we were able to set our sails, and towards midnight 
we made out Baker Island to the S. \V., and the peaked hills which Sir 

Sc\"enth JOllrllt.'V. 

Time in lents, 18. :~O.· 
'Yind N. 'V .. :3 lJ.c. 
Tl.:mp. _18°, 
Hrt'akl~I'>lerJ at G p. m. 
Time tr'lvcllin~, 'I. 
Wind X. \Y .. :) [c. 
Dj,tanl'c. 10'. 

Eighth JOlJn;t'." 

Time in tents, I :~. 
',"urking at the dtl';)t, :}. 
Hrc·akfa ... ted, 7 p lll. 
Temp, -:!7°. 
Wind S • mist\', 
St:lIted at (/ p.'1U. 

Edward Parry speaks of bearing ahout west. .I.:~() A.)I. stopped for, l,la.1f 
an hour for lunch. .5. encamped about two n11les fi'om the laml. I IllS \I'inn N. E .• :I 10.< m. 

mornin!! the weather was very' severe, and Geora:e ,\1 alcolm, the captain Temp. _31°. 
fJ u Time travelling, 9. 

of my sledge, was severely frostbitten on his left foct, which he did not lJi,lam'e made, ,(i. 

find out till he had been several minutes in his bag. Then he rubbe(l it 
with spirits, but the frost had taken such effect on the f()ot, that no 
remedy could he applied. Stmtt was also slightly frostbitten, but was 
still able to do his duty. . 

Wednesday, 23d.-Started at 8.30 P.~f., weather misty', wind frolll the Time in tent", ! .. 1. 
northward, and proceeded to round a point, from which a chain of hum· Hreakt"",d al o. ID. 

mocks ran at least two miles to the southward and westward. ". e had Stalte,1 at K p.m. 
Timl' travt'lling, L 

OUl' sail set, but we found it heavy work, as Malcolm was not able to drag. Wind ~.E. 
Midnight, the wind fre~hened considerably, and the thermometer fell ·J:emp .• _:15°. 

fOT(:e, , m.g.t}. 
to -.35. 11.30. encamped, the weather being too severe for our pr~· lJi'''IO<e,5'. 
ceedmg. After the men were in the tent, Thomas Brown founel that IllS 
great t~e on the right foot was slightly frostbitten; and mine, as well as 
the mal'lne Heeles, was also touched, but none badly. 

The thermometer being hung up wns blown out of the box, and broken. 
TI d 4'l I S d Uc h d . t Tenth J,onrney. 

WI'S a.IJ.' • Prl 24tll.- tarte at 11 P.M. .. eat er ~o:e mo eJ ~ e. BreakfilStcd:lt 7 p.m. 
Sleclge runmng this day \'ery easily, the floe being even. l"IJdlllght, passmg Time in lelll, ~~ itom"I,",inl( 
B dfi d B \IT h . d fc h It' I r I I Ob been dela)ed 10 1'0'''' tr"'" e or ay. 'V eat er fine. 2. stoppe or a an lOur lor u~c 1. • bad wI'alher. 
served a small island ahead, about 3 miles from the land, WIth heavy St,~rt.d:t II ~.m., ' 
hunn k b t \V· h f I d d t615 i\.~f on Wt"d~.E.;lurce.Clq,. noe s e ween. ent illS ore 0 t lem, an encampe a. .' .... Time travelling, 7. 

the shore, having made about 9!, miles. George Malcolm dId not appear Ui>tance,9t'. 
to suffer lIluch pain fi'om his foot, thongh it was greatly swollen. Brown 
ami Strntt hardly felt theirs. Dr. Bradford attended them. 

~ Ff3 



Elcventh Journey. 
Calm, misty. 
Temp. - 3 1° . 
T ime' in tcnts, 1"1. 
Breakfasted at 7 p.m. 
Slarted. 8. 30. p. m. 
Ti.me tra\'cllillg, 8. 40. 
Distance, 10'. 

T\\;elfth Journey. 
T ime in tents, 1St. 
'Veather, misty. 
Encamped, 4 a.m. 
Distance, 8'. 

Thirtc.-enth Journey. 
Time in tents, 15. 
Breakfasted, 6. 30 p. m. 
Started, 8 p.m. 
'Vind N.E., 2 m. 
Time travelling, 8. 

o Distance, 7'. 

Fourteenth J ourney. 
Time in tents, 17. 
Break.fasted, 6 . :30. p.m. 
Wind S. 'Y., 1 m. 
Started, !) p. m. 

Time travelling,S. 30. 
Distance, 7'. 

Fifl centh Journev. 
Breakfasted, 6 p.m. . 
Time in tents, 15. 
Di~gilig pit, 4. 
Started, 9 p.m. 

" rind frcr.h from the 5('11 . 

* 10 p.m. nbout fou r miles 
west of C;:lI'c Cock.burn. 
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F1'idny, April 25th.-Started at 8.30, and proceeded along the shore on 
the snow to clear the hummocks between the main land and the island 
spoken of' yesterday. Observed Mr. Aldrich's. par~y about 3 miles to the 
southward. Midnight, passing the bay whIch IS named on the chart 
Allison's Inlet. Here MI'. Aldrich encamped. 1 A.M. stopped half an 
hour for lunch . Observed Cape Cockburn to the westward. 5 A.M. 

encamped on a low point between Cape Cockburn and the eastern point 
boundmg the plain. Made about 10 miles. 

Salm'day, April 26tlz.-Started at 8.30. Weather misty. Observed 
MI'. Aldrich's party inshore, making for Cape Cockburn. 1. stopped for 
three quarters of an hour for lun?h. Mr. M'Clintocl~ communicated with 
Mr. Aldrich. 4. encamped, harmg made about 8 mIles. 

S~tnday, April 27th.-Started at 8 P.M., going over the low plain co\'ered 
with snow previously mentioned. I should imagine that the distance 
between Cape Cockburn and the point to the eastward was about 18 
miles, between which is this plain, which runs away to the northward about 
10 miles. Here we saw several traces of reindeer. 1. stopped for half an 
hour for lunch. 3. Mr. Wilkie, captain of Mr. l\1'Clintock's sledge, was 
taken suddenly ill j he therefore encamped j the rest of the sledges still 
proceedieg to the westward. 

4 A.M. encamped about 6 miles to the eastward of Cape Cockburn, 
having made about 7 miles. 

Monday, Ap)'il28th.- 9 P.M. Mr. M'Clintock having rejoined, (the man 
taken ill yesterday being better,) we left our encampment, and proceeded 
in to\mros Cape Cockburn, Mr. Aldrich's parties in company. They 
encamped un der the cape at 12.30. 1 A.M. rounded the cape. Stopped for 
half an hour for lunch. 2.30. encamped about three miles to the westward, 
on the land. Here we commenced digging a pit for Mr. Shellabear's depot, 
as he was now to return to the ship. 

Dr. Bradford not thinking it prudent to take George Malcolm on, (his 
foot being very barl, though he dragged at the sledge the whole of the 
night,) it was therefore decided that he should return to the ship with 
Mr. Pearse (mate) in charge of the" Hotspur," and that I should take 
William Elliot (carpenters mate of "Pioneer") from the "Dasher" 
instead j Dr. Bradford gi\'ing Mr. Shellabear John Bartlett (Royal Marine, 
ruptured on board the ship,) and he taking Thomas Robinson, captain «;>1' 

MI'. Pearse's sledge, on with him. 

[lce.] [Floe.] 

Cap. Cockburn. 
[IAnd.) 

T uesdny, 29th.-Having placed ill the pit the depot, consisting of 
five days provisions for three parties, they issued from the" Dasher " 
(per Mr. M'Clintock's orders) five days provisions for the three sledges 
going on. 9 P,M. started; leaving Mr. Shellabear to finish burying the 
depot, and then to accompany Mr. Pearse on his return to the ship. 10. 
a fresh hreeze sprang up from the eastward, which we soon took advantage 
of by setting our sails.'*' At this time Mr. Aldrich encamped and we 
soon lost sight of him, weather being thick. l AO. stopped for half an hour 
for lunch. 

4.30. A.M. ~ncamped ; having made about 12 miles. 
We had hardly pitc~ed tent, when, much to our delight, we saw a 

large bear qUIetly walkmg up towards us. Every person immediately con
cealed hims,elf. inside the tents, and two guns were got ready. When the 
bear was wlthm about 80 yards of us Dr. Bradford and Mr. M'Clintock 
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fired a.nd seyerely wounded him; the people then rushed out; and after 
followmg hIm for about half a mile,. Dr. Bradford and Mr. M'Clintock 
again fired, one of the balls taking effect in the head of the animal· he 
immediately fell, and expired. Our sledge was unpacked and the bear Time trmlJing, 7. 30. 

d d h . h II h ' D"tance gone, 10 or II' was ragge up to t e tents upon It, w en ate sledge crews commenced Encamped, 4.30. • 

flinching him, and we procured altogether about 30 lbs. of fat from off the 
body. 

Wednesdny, 30tll.-This morning we fried some bear steaks, which tasted Sixteenth Journey. 

h h h b f h· I Time in lents, 17. mue t e same as toug ee; t IS was most ikely owing to the animal llrelkfasted, 6. 30 p.m. 

not having fed upon seals durinO' the winter for the flesh had no fishv Startc", !'. 20. p.m. 

b . d h b d '" h' ' .; (Cro"in" Graham jloor Bay) taste a out It., an teo y was "ery t m. Calm, b.~" . 

9.20 P.M. started. This night the weather was fine, but no wind j found Time t,avellin~, 7. 10. 

h k h h fI b . I d r Encamped. 5. 30. a.m. 
t e wor - eavy, t e oe not emg as even as usua. ~. stoppe lor half Distance, 10'. 

an hour for lunch. Saw the land to the eastward. 
5.30 encamped, ha\'ing made about 10 miles. 
Thursday,ll1ay 1st.-Whilst we were packing our sledges we saw three 

bears amongst some large hummocks, but they did not approach within 
gun shot, though they followed us for some time. 

9.15 P.!\l. started. Weather misty; wind S.E.; sails set. 2. stopped for 
lunch. 

5 A.:ll, encamped, having made about 8 or 9 miles. Ben. Strutt seems 
to suffer a great deal of pain from his foot. The other men getting un well. 
Dr. Bradford sees the frostbites occasionally. 

Friday, Mny 2d.-Weather too severe for proceeding. Blowing a gale 
from the S.W. Remained in our tents the whole of the night. 

Se\'cntpcnth Journey. 
Frcakla .. led, 7.20 p.m. 
'Yino HoE., go.n., furce 3. 
(Cro<.,sing- Graham ::\Ioor Bay.) 
:-itartcd, !), 15. 
Tillie in tents, 13.30. 
Time travellilJ,!!, 7. 45. 
Made 8 or 9 miles, 

'Yind S.'Y., force 8 to 10. 
Gluomy and mi~ty. 
Heavy drift. 

Eightccn:h Journey. 
Time in tent ... ~~. 
Breakf.lstcd, 7. 30 p.m. 
Stal tcd, 9 p.m. 
l'ros..,illg Graham ::Uoor Bay. 
\Vt'atiler, mi~tv. 

Saturday,3d.-9. The weather having moderated during the day we 
packed our sledges and proceeded on our journey towards Cape Gillman 
(Byam Martin Island). Weather during the night misty. No land visible. 

2 A.M. stopped for half an hour for lunch. 
Weather clearing towards the morning, observed the loom of the 

to the westward. Floe as yet good. 
land Tinle travt'llinOg, 9. 

Distane€, I':.!.'. 
Encamped, ,; a.m. 

6 A.:lr. encamped j made about 12 miles. 
:r\ineteenth Journey. 

Startl,d, 9 p.m. 
Time in tl.'llts, 15. 
Brl'akta<;tcd, i p.m. 
"'ind ~. E.. -I m. 

Sunday, 4th.-Started at 9 A.M. Wind from the N.E. ; sails set. For the 
first five hours we passed over a great many low hummocks. The floe then 
got more level, and the sledges ran much better j but the weather still con
tinued very thick, and we could not distinguish the land. 1. stopped for Time travelling, 'I. :10. 
half an honr for lunch. Di","ce, Ie or I:)'. 

5.30 encamped, having made about 12 or 13 miles. Observed the land 
to the westward. 

. . I C Twentieth Journey. 
MondrT,1J, 5th.-The weather havmg cleared up a htt e, we saw. ape BreaH"ted, 7. 50p.ro. 

Gillman (west) about 10 or 12 miles distant, and the western pomt of ;~.'artcd, 9. ~O. 
Bathnrst Island. hne 11l tellts 16. 

9.30. Proceeded in towards the land. "" eather occasionally very thick; 
floe heavy. Finding that we could not reach the extreme point of Cape 
Gillman in this night's journey, and not being able to afford another day's 
provisions, Mr. M'Clintock crave orders to keep in for the nearest land; on 
w~ich we encamped, at 6.15°A.M., about 5 miles to the northward of Cape 
GIllman, after having been obliged to double-bank the sledges to get them 
over some heavy hummocks which appeared to extend to the northward 
and southward as far as we could see, at the distance of half a mile fi'om 
the shore. On our arrival Mr. M'Clintock immediately picked out a spot Encampt:'d on Byam ~lartill 
to place the dcpN. Dr. Bradford inspected the frostbites. All going on Islan" at 6.10; a.m. 
well. IIIadc about 10 miles. 

Returning. 

First Journey. 
Time in tents, 14. 
Breakf ... st, 6 p.m. 
\Vorkillg at the deput, '1. 30. 
Started, 11 p.m. 
Wind Ir.IID \V., o.g.s. 4. 

~uesday, Mny 6th.-4 P.M. one hand from each tent employed. ~igging 
a pIt for the depot. After breakfast we issued seven days prOVISions to 
Mr. M'Clintock's and Dr. Bradford's sledges, keeping six days for our own 
use to re~urn to Cape Cockburn with, where a depot was placed for us. 
Mr. M'Clmtock thinking that Thos. Hceles's phYSical powers were better 
adapte.d for a~ extended party than Robt. Urquart, KM.,. he .therefore 
took hIm OIl wI~h him, giving me Urquart to retu!11 to the sl1lp WIth.. 

11 P.M. Havmg dragged the depot up to the pit packed the sledge, and Recrossmg Gr.ham :'IIoor B.y . d ' h h t on our return to the !>llIp. 
receIve my orders from Mr. M'Clintock. We gave them tree ear Y 

2. F f 4 



Til\;c travelling, 7. 10. 
~-1il 3\"'[. 

J.:wamp\,.·d 6. 10. 
j\la':l' 1-.:.'. 

8 .. t·01H1 Journey. 
BreaJ..t; .... t, .J. ,10. p.llI. 
" 1 11l\'" in tcut .. , 1:5. :~j. 
:"-it,IIlL',I, 7. 4,j. p.m. 
"'ind W,. :) g,lIl, 

EOl:ampt·J, :.!, .i. 
I). ~\,LIlCt:'. II'. 

Third .)OIIIIlCY, 

r: .,me in [lnt~, I~I. 

1:ll·.Ii--.fa!:ltt,d, 7 p.m. 
\\'illd from wl' ... t\\ard. 
Furt'e 4. h.l·. 
B.t·('ru.~iJl~ Gr;lliam i\jour Ucty 
011 ldurn to till: !'.hip". 
TimC' lIavdling, !I. 
lli .. t:llu,:c •. !'!O'. 
I.·,l' 1:llpCCi, Ij .... m. 

Fourth JOlll"m'\, 

l~ll'akf..a""l.'d, 7 p.m. . 
'1'11111.' in tellt<., 1,1, I":;. 
:-itartcd, ~', 1 ~;. 
("a\'Il,o,l'.m, 

Ti;[',(, Ira' elling, 1';. -1(1, 

})\,t.l;W" ~one, 12'. 
F.ncampl'd, (j a,m. 

Fifth Jourlll", 
BrcaI.r.btcd at 7. :;() iuo. 
Time in tl'uh, J Ii, 

StHIL',i, 10 p.m, 
Ctlm, o. mi ... ty. 

TIIOC trHdiing, ,j, 

Enram.ped, 3. 

1 )l~tancc, 6'. 

!';;,th Journey. 
Time ill tl.'l1to;;, 13. 
'Yorking at the depot,S. 
Breaktasted, 6. ~30. 

],ight wind from the wc.,twanl. 
\\"cdth-cr, misty. 

Tim~ travening. S. 30. 
Uist.ln·.l'.lS/, 
E.1C.l.Llp·:tI, 5 a.m. 

SI!H'nth J:.mrnc}", 
T;'llC iu tents, 15, 
Hrcakfasted, 6. 3U. 
"'l:.Hi l'. W., 2 b.l'. 
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cheers, and commenced our joumey back to the ship, leaving them all in 
good health and spirits. 3. stopped for half an hour for lunch. 

[j A.~I. passed the 5th encampment on the floe fr?m Cape Cockbu;n. 
6.10. Encamped, having made about 12 or 1·1 mIles. Weather thIck. 

lIfo// 7th.-7.4:'> P.~1. started. Lost the track of the outward-bound 
sl('dg~s. Wind fair; sail set. Weather very thick, but it cleared up 
a little towards midllirrht. 1. stopped for lunch. 2 .. 5. encamped, Thos. 
Brown (hlacbmith) being taken bad in his bowels.. M~de ab0!lt II miles. 
ImllJediately after pitching I gave .him two pu.rgatlve ~Ills, whlc~ !lad !he 
clc,ired efi(.'ct on him; during the TlIght complamed of hIS foot pammg hun. 

TIII/rsri".'), ~tl,._ Tho~. Brown much better, though his foot was swollen 
a little. 

Startec! at 9 1'.)1. Weather wry c1car. Obser\'C~e! Cape Gillman, also 
the land along thc ,hore of Graham Moore Bay, and the western point of 
Bathur,t blalld. Thc point looked \"crY low, and I could ~cc no land 
bet\\'een it and Hymn Martin hland. Wincl from the wcstward; sail set; 
passed the :JcI an;! 4th encampment. Midmght, observed Cape Cockburn 
bearing E. by S. Stopperl for half an hour lor lunch. 

2. r,ncaillped, haying made about 20 miles. 

Frid".'I, 9th.-Founcl, thi, eYening, that the inflammation had increased on 
Bro\\'n\, tC)()t, and hi, spiri ts ~eellled to ['til him. He told me that it was impos
~ible for him to \ralk, though I endeavoured to persuade him to do so, but 
('ollld not S\lcl'ccd; therefore I placed him on the sledge, and at 9.15. pro
ceeded on our journey towards Cape Cockburn. '" cather clear; sail set. 
Towards midnight Brown complained of being very cold, and I told him hc 
had better try and walk, whieh he dicl. At first the limb was stiff, but after 
haying bcen assisted by t\\'o of the men for a quarter of a mile it got 
limp, and he was able to walk by the sleclge. Strutt's foot was very painful, 
but I was delightecl to sec that he kept his spirits up, and was determined 
to walk as long as he "'as able. 1.:30. stopped for half an hoUl' for lunch. 

6. Encamped about 5 or 6 miles £I'om Cape Cockburn, having gone 
1:2 miles. 

Sflfl/l'rI".!! lOth.-Startcd at JO P.~I., greatly delayed by the sick man, this 
el'elling his foot being a little more inflamed, anel he very much depressed 
in spirits. Ha\'illg only a short distance to go, I placed Brown on the 
sledge, and at 10 P )1. proceeded in far the dep6t under Cape Cockburn. 
Had to cross a heavy chain of hummocb, extending from about 8 miles to 
the westward of the Cape to as far as the eye could reach to the eastward. 

~ ,UJ. got clear of the hummocks; aed at 3 A.)!, we encamped closc 
to the depot, which we found uninjured by the bears. Dug up one of thc 
~'a'('" a.nd took /i'OIn it Ihc clays provisions (as per order). William Elliot, 
!n gettlllg out one of the rum tins, unfortunately struck the pick through 
It, but we started the rum into our own four-crallon can, which I left at the 
~lepot. ,After h<l\"inH t~ken the necessary pr~'isions, we replaced the case 
III the pIt, and bunecllt as before. Immediately on pitching the tent I 
mucic ~I'own cO\'el', his foot with \vet linen rags, on which he put snow; this 
gaye hIll great relIef. 

:;;{II/.day, .IIth .. -Br?wn appeared to be bctter this eYcning, and after 
reusoll1ng mth 111m a lIttle .I managed to get him to walk, which he clid for 
the whole of the day, belllg a,si:;ted b\' a man fiJI' the first two miles. 
Stmtt's foot "ery stiff, with a ,\YellinO' in l~is O'roin which I think was caused 
by laying still for a longer timc tha; usual. 1:> , 

H.:~Il. ~tartecl, and proceeded acJ'(lss the sanely plain to the eastward of 
Cape Cockburn. Light breeze fi'om the N. W. Suil'set. 

5. Encamped on the plain, having gone about 13 mile~. Point to the 
eastward, W. by S. ~ S. 

Mn.nday, I2tft.-8.30,. Thi~ eyening the inflammation on Brown's foot 
harl nsen lip as fill' a~ hIS ancle, and his spirit!> were entirely gone. I en
rlea\'oured to make hlln w~lk, anel macle a man support him; but he laid 
down 011 the snow, and SaId he could go no further. I therefore bad him 
placed on the !>ledge for a full due, and £I·om this time he gradually got 
\\,01',1.'. 
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At midnight we got clear of the plain, and a light breeze sprang up 

from the westward. Sail set. 1. stopped for half an hour forlunch. 

4.40. encamped about 3 miles to the westward of Allison's Bay. Made 

about 12 miles. 

'rime travelling, 8.30. 
Distance, 12' to 14', 
Encamped, 4. 40 a.m. 

Tuesday, 13th.-Started at S.30 P.M. 'Veather fine; wind from the Eighth Journey. 

S '1 Th B hid 1 . Breakfasted at 7 p.m. 

westward. al set. om as rown on t e s e ge; ta kmg wildly, and Tim" in tent', 15.40. 

appears to ~e g.etting delirious. Passed Allison's and Bedford Bay. Part of ~~~~d,~~ ~.~\.c. 

the floe, thIs mght, very rough. 12.30. stopped for half an hour for lunch. Time travelling. 8. 45. 

5.15. encamped having gone about fifteen miles. Distance, 15'. 

, 
Encamped,S. 15. 

Wednesd(/y, 14th.-Started at 7.40 P.M. Thomas Brown on the sledge. Ninth Journey. 

He was now quite out of his mind, and I determined on reaching the next Time in ,.nts, 14.25. 

( h· h btl 20'1 d' ) h' . . Breakfasted at 6 p.m. 

depot w IC was now a ou S or ml es Istant t IS mormng, as It StaH.d at ;. 40. 

now appeared that our sick companion was in a dangerous state. 11. issued Wind, W. 

extra' half allowance of rum. Passed the cape, on which the peaked hills 
&'lil set. 

are. 2. stopped for half an hour for lunch. Time travelling, 10. "D. 

6. encamped at the depot, having gone this night from 21 to 23 miles. Distance, 21' or ~:;'. 

Took from it four days provisions. Encamped at G ".m. 

Allison's Bay. 

Thursday, 15th.-Buried the remainder of the depot, which consisted 

of four days pravisions for each of the extended parties. While the men 

were at work I examined Brown's foot, and found that the inflammation had 

risen up as far as his knee. It appeared to be in a bad state, and the only 

thing I could now do was to bandage it up with clean linen rags, and 

make the best of our way to the ship. 

Tenth Journey. 
Time ill tents, 14. 15. 
Breakfa<:ted at 6. SO. 
Started at 8.15 p.m. 
\Viml, N.\V. 3 h.e.n. 

S.15. started for the next depot; sail set; wind N.W. Thomas Brown on 

the sledge. Observed Brown's Island bearing N.W. by W. ~ W. Mid-
. 1 d i!' 1 h Time travelling. 8,30. 

mg lt, a thick mist came on ; lost sight of the land. 1. stoppe lOr unc. Encamped, 4, 45. 

4.45 encamped, having gone about 11 or 12 miles. Weather clearing. Dbtam'e, I". 

Brown's Island N.N.W. ~ W.; point ahead N. by W .. ~ W. 

Friday, 16th.-Started at S.15. Brown on the sledge. He appears to 

be very weak, and talks more wildly than ever. Strutt in much pain, but 

in good spirits, taking his. place at the drag-rope ~s usual. 11. issuf'd ext\lt 

half allowance of rum. LIght breeze from the N.E.; weather clear. Brown s 

Island about sixteen miles off. Midnight, observed the point. ahead on 

which the depot was placed. 2. stopped for half an hour for lunch. 

7.5 A.M. encamped on Cornwallis Island, close to the autumn deptlt; 

having made about eighteen miles. 
This. morning the men were too tired to dig up thc provisions; I therc-

fore deferred it till to-morrow. . 

Griffith Island W. by N. Brown appeared to be more sensible. 

Eleventh Journc\". 
Time in tents, 1 S. 30: 
Brl;'akfl .. ted, G. 30 r.m. 
Started at 8.15 p.m. 
\Vind, N.E. h.m. 

Time travelling, II, 
Di<;tanl'e, 18'. 
E:lc'Lmpl'd iJ,t .. , 15 a. m. 

Saturd(/y, 17tft.-I0.45. Having taken the necessary provisions from Time J,'~:~;:: ~~~rney. 

the depot, and buried the remainder, we left for the ship; Bro.wn on Workin~ a' the depot, 243. 

the sl.edge. Midnight, the weather came on thick, and for some tllllC we ~,:~~;~:~"~;/]~',m. 

lost SIght of the lnnd. Wind from the K.'V. with snow, which made the Time travelling, R. 

1 d h'1 '1';J' If ])"'ance "on<' 10' 

S e ge run ean y, though we had the sal set. 12. ISSijC4 el'tra ha E,;,:arr,pcd <:t 6,4; '.m. 

allowance of rum. 3. stopped for half an hour for lunch. 

6.45. encamped, haying made about 10 or 11 miles. 

Sun~ay, ISth.-=-Weather misty; fresh breeze from the N.W. Griffith's 

Island Just to be seen. 
9. startod. Thomas ~rown on the sledge. He appears to be more sensible 

than usual, but very weak, and greatly flillen away. The men now 

2. G (T 
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TlJirh.'enth JOllrney. 
Time in t~nts, 14.1.1. 
Bteakfas:ed at 7 p.m. 
S.arted at 9 p.m. 
'Vind, N. \V. 4, 5. 
\reather, lhilk. 



Time tra\clling, 10. 
Di ... tanl'c, 19. 
Arrived on board at 7 It.m., 
1\fond.1Y. 19th ,!\hy. 
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expressed their willingness to continue dragging till we reached the ship, and being assiste~ by a fi~e breeze the:e wa~ every pro~pect of our. doing so. Towards mldmght It came on thIck, WIth morc wmd. Lost sIght of Griffith's Island. Passed over some heavy hummocks. 4.20. weather clearing, observed the island ~nd our ships ahead, but. it . soon cal~le on thick again. 6. weather clearmg, found that we were wlthm two mdes of the ships. Left the sledge, and made the best of ~y way to the" Resolute," to prepare for receiving Thomas Brown. 6.30. arrived on board. Found my watch to be two hours slow. The sledge arrived about three quarters of an hour after me, having carried awaJ: their yal~d, 'Yhich delayed them for some time, relieving me of much anxIety by dehverlllg up the sufferer to 
medical assistance. 

Note. On my arrival on board the" Resolt.Ite" a party was illl~e~iately despatched to bring in the sledge, and everythlllg got rcady for recelvlllg t~e sick man. Refreshments were prepared for the sledge crew, and theIr hammocks hung up, so that they were able to retire to rest immediately 
on their arrival. 

REMARKS. 

Number of days out 
Number of days home 
Total hours travelled out 
Total hours travelled home 
Total distance travelled out 
Distance in a direct line 
Total distance travelled home 
Total hours encamped for rest 

~::b::~;'~~~E: ::!::" {{-
for rest { 

Number of hours working at 
the depots 

21 days. 
13 " 
146h. Sm. 
105h. Sm. 
189 miles'}E . 147 miles. stlmated. 
182 miles. 
495h.45m. 
20h.30m. 
Out, 9 miles. 
Home, 14 miles. 
Out, 301h. 30m. 
Home, 194h. 15m. 
Out, 17h. 
Home, lOh. ISm. 

REMARKS ON PROVISIONS. 

The pemmican we found quite sufficient; but not enough spirit-fuel. The allowance now is seven gills per day, which I think should be increased to nine gills. The bread is hardly sufficient, but one pound per day would be ample. 
The pork will be quite enough when the fuel is increased, so that we could cook pemmican for breakfast. Found the preserved potato to be a great addition to the pemmican. 
Rum quite enough; but I think that a little extra should be sent for the future, in case of a hard day's work. 

REMARKS ON THE CWTHING. 

The canYass boots were too small; they should be made so that the feet could be covered with ease. 
Canvass mocassins should be always taken, with soft leather soles over the canvass. 
The jumpers should be made to button up in front, like a coat. (Small tassels are preferred.) 
I must now remark on the conduct of the men. 
T~ey were all, without a single exception, ready, willing, and hard workmg. 
The bombardier paid great attention in issuing the provisions, which duty he performed for the whole time. 
William Elliot, carpe?ters mate of " Pioneer," who came in the place of George Malcolm, .capt~m of the sledge, did his riuty in that capacity, and gave me great satisfactIOn. 
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I ca~not help speaking of Benjamin S~rutt, A.B., the only seaman 
I .had. III ~y sledge crew. He, after havIDg be~n severely frost-bitten, 
still dId his duty, though he was III constant pam from his foot. I can 
only add, that I think he saved himself the pain of being placed on the 
sledge by his firmness and determination to hold out to the last. 

I have, &c. 
(Signcd) WALTER WILLIAM MAY. 

Captain AUSTIN, of Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," to Mr. WALTER 
WM. MAY, Mate, late in command of the Sledge" Excellent." 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," at Winter Quarters 
between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, 

Sir, --lth June 18!51. 
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your journal of proceedings whilst 

in command of the sledge" Excellent," between the 15th of April and the 
19th of May last. 

I have been informed by Lieutenant lYl'Clintock, and by the officer to 
whom you wer~, im~ediately attached.' that you were" constantly dragging 
at your sledge, whICh was most creditable to yOllJ'self, and encouraging to 
your crew, and entitles you to my full approbation. 

Your account of the conduct of the men who were under your command 
is very satisfactory, which has been made known to them. 

The circumstance of three casualties (one of which proved fatal) having 
occurred amongst your crew is deeply to be regretted; but the exertions 
that were employed to reach the ship in as short a time as possible with 
the last serious case, deserve my highest commendation. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain, and in charge of the Expedition. 

Enclosure 20 of No. 11 of 1851. 

Captain AUSTIN to Mr. JOHN P. CHEYNE, Mate of Her Majesty's Ship 
"Resolute," in charge of the Sledge" Parry." 

By Horatio T. Austin, Esq., C.B., Captain of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Resolute," and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas. 

The extent of the operations about to be entered upon enables me to 
eomply with your great desire to be employed therein; and as the impor
'ance of the search to Melville Island calls for an auxiliary party to aid in 
,he accomplishment thereof, looking to your earnestness and zeal, and 
eminding you of the necessity for moderation and caution in the manage
,nent of the men who will be with you, I appoint you to command it. 

You will, therefore, take under your command the se\'en men hereafter 
named, who one and all have volunteered and been fully approved by 
yourself for this service, and who, with their sledge, have been under your 
control and responsibility for preparation and equipment since the 10th 
ultimo. Place yourself under the orders of Lieutenant M'Clintock, and 
foll~w such directions as you may £I'om time to time receive from him, 
durm.g the period of this particular service. . 

With reference to your return after being detached, relymg on your 
prudence and watchfulness, I feel that the system of a more experienced 
officer during the journey out will not be lost sight of; and have only to 
add, th~t I hope to have the satisfaction of seeing the fervent. intere~t and, 
zeal, wlt.h the. same efficiency, shown by the mates of the active perIOd of 
our serVICe, displayed upon the present occasion. 

On y~ur retu~ you will deposit each day ~ear your encampment one 
of the prI~ted notIc~s with which you are supplIed. 

you w.IlI keep a Journal of your proceedings and a track of your route, 
which, WIth such observations, skctches of headlands, &c., as you may have 

~ Ggi . 



lI.~I. Sledge. " Parry." 
AUJ.i!iary to Licut.)l·Clinto.:k. 
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been able to make, are to be transmitted to me as soon as practicable after 
your return. . , . 

Given under mv hand, on board Her Majesty s ShIp "Resolute,·, 
in Winter Quarters' between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, the 7th of 
April 1851. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 

Joseph Organ, - Icc Quartermaster l 
·William Elliott - Carpenter's mate I 
James Foley - Ship's cook Her Majesty's Ship 
Thomas Record - Musician - ~"Resolnte." 
Henry Cumber - Officer's cook J 
Richard Bland - A,B. 
Nicholas Holton - Stoker 

Auxiliary party, provisioned for 42 and equipped for 20 days, with one runner sledge, 

Mr. CHEYNE, Mate of the" Resolute," to Captain AUSTIN. 
. Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," 

SIr, Griffith Island, 28th April 1851. 
In compliance with your orders of yesterday, I proceed to give a detailed 

report of everything connected with H.M. sledge "Parry," acting as 
auxiliary to the Melville Island parties under the orders of Lieutenant 
F. L. l\1'Clintock, between the dates of leaving and of returning to the 
ships. 

The report in detail of equip- The following are the names of the party attached to the " Parry" with 
ment and weights of the "Parry" h'. . 1 . . d 1 h l' h d'· h 
was gieen in on 11th April. t elr lespectIve SlipS, ratmg, an age, a so t e tot a welg t, an welg t 

per man to be drawn. 

D .. ily cClr('7.<;c of weight in 
pro",lsion:o i~ :..:.:lb':>. 

Name. 

Joseph Organ 

\Villiam Elliott 
William Foley -
Henry Cumber 
Thomas Record 
Richard l3Iand 
Xicholas Holton 

Constant 
,V eights. 

Ibs. 
3~li 

-

-

--

I Age, 

I 
- - -

- - -. 36 
- . -- 25 
- 34 
- - -

'Veight 
of 

Depot, 

Ibs, 
457 

Rating, Ship. Remarks. 

Ice quarter- " Pioneer." Late of Her Majesty's 
master. Ship " Enterpribe" 

under Capt. Sir James 
C. Itoss. 

Carpenters mate " Pioneer." 
Ship's cook " Resolute." 
Ship's cook " Pioneer." 
Musician " Resolute." 

A,B. " Resolute.'J 
Stoker " Pioneer." 

Weight Total 'Veight 
of Weight. for 

Present-U se Provision. each Man. 

Ibs, 1bs. 1bs. 
5i7t 1,426 2U3'7 

Having in eyery respect completely fitted the sledge according to my 
instructions, and carefully got ready, and stowed thereon forty days pro
visions, viz. eight days for four parties of seven, four of which were to be 
deposited as a depot, and eight days for my own party of eight persons, 
besides the constant weights necessary for the equipment, and all the 
sledges having been drawn out to the N.W. end of Griffith Island on 
Saturday the 12th April, we took our final departure from that place at 

Fmt Journey, 10.30 p.}r. on Tuesday the 15th April, the wind blowina very strong from 
i~~~~:~'3Igh. Om. the S.E., accompanied by a heavy fall of snow. At 11:30 P.M., one hour 
n~st. IS. o. after starting, we all stopped and made sail on the sledges, which was com-' 
DIStance ·or.e, 12!' (from the ltd' b t t . t Th d'a> . h d· . d' J 
&hip). • pee III a ou en mmu es. e luere?ce III t e raggmg was Imme late y 

felt, although .the floe was very ~oft, OWIng to the qUllutity of snow that had 
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fallen. At midnight we lighted our tallow lam'ps, made grog water, and 
lunched. . 

On Wednesday the 16th, at 0.30 A.M., we proceeded on in a sino-Ie line Second Journey. 

under sail before the wind steering E.S.E. per compass or N W l.W" true Travelled, 6h. 45m. 
, , •• Q. • Lunch 0 "0 

About 5 A.M. the sledges were all drawn up, sail taken in, and ~the tents Detai~ed:~. '45. 

pitched on the floe; supper got ready; after which weg-ot into our blanket ~~s;, 10:;;. 8 U 

bags,. an~ although they were very daJ!lP, and the people wet through with IS anec oone, , . 

perspiratIOn, yet we all slept exceedmgly warm, the temperature being 
up to +15°, the wind still strong from the S.E., with thick weather and 
snow. At 4 P.M. the cooks of each tent were turned out, and breakfast got 
ready; after which we struck the tents, and started on our course at 6 P.~!. 
under sail. Not having drawn any kites £l'om the ship, and seeing them 
of great assistance to the sledges " Perseverance" and " Excellent," I bor-
rowed a spare one from the latter, and set it. 'Ve were making very good 
work, steering by the kites, as nothing could be seen to guide us, owing to 
the drift and falling snow. About 10 o'clock the" Perseyerance," which 
was the sternmost sledge, having a sail and two kites set, shot abead of 
her men as the breeze increased, and actually dragged them after her, 
keeping them on the run as they passed the line. At II P.M. we sighted 
the land about 1~ miles ahead. At midnight we got the kettle under 
weigh, made grog water, filled the water bottles, and lunched. As we 
closed the land we found the direction of the wind to trend along it, so that 
although we turned about six points to the westward we still had a fair 
wind. 

On the morning of Thursday lith, at O. 30, we again proceeded, and '1:,;.'<1 Journey. 

d P • t f I db)'l h d Th P "h' I Travellerl, "h. Om. rna e lor a pom 0 an a out:. ml es to t e westwar. e" arry, w IC 1 Luud), 0 30. 

was the heavicst slcdgc in the division, owing to her being loaded for seven Depot work, ;."1. 

men instead of six, and also owing to the sledge herself being a much ~!::~I~,:~onp, Cj'. 

heavier drawing one than the rest, now went ahead at a rapid rate, and so 
sudden was the start that had not the men been wry quick in jumping 
aside they would certainly have been run over, and broken legs would 
have been the consequence; in fact, so fast was she going, that one man 
jumped on while the rest kept on each quarter to check her with the drag 
ropes. At 1. 15 A.~[. we down sail, and brought up on a low point of land, 
the weather being so thick and drifting as to render it advisable to pitch 
the tents, which we accordingly did on the gravel; had our Slipper, and 
turned into the bags; slept warm, but damp; temperature + 19°. About 
6 P.M., having had breakfast, the tents were struck, and we started with a 
£'tir wind and fine weather, having our sails sct and kites flying. The wind 
now came on the port quarter, so I shifted the kite line to the starboard 
quarter, to act as a spring. and found it to answer well. We were now 
crossing rather a deep bight, into the head of which I think it likely a 
river empties itself; so judging by the appearance of the land. This bight 
is just inshore of Brown's Island, which we were passing on our left haud 
distant about six miles. This very much resembles Leopold Island, in 
being steep all round, except on the side toward the shore, where in both 
cases they run off in a low narrow point. At 10 we obscn'ed a flagstaff 
on shore, which turned out to be the autumn depot; the sledges were 
accordingly hauled ashore, and the tents pitched 011 the snow under tbc 
depot. At 11 we lighted our lamps, lunched, and dug ont the depot, 
which had been replenished by Mr. M'DougalI. Had supper, and turneu 
in. Wind strong from S.E., with drift; temperature +20°. 

On Friday 18th had breakfast Each sledO'e took f,'om the depot four Fourt~1 J~"n(' 
days provisions, and buried the ;emaincler. Took the following bearings: r~~:,;::':;: .~~: CJ"'. 

Long low point, supposed to be south point of Baker Island, S. i3° 30' E. t~:,~,L:' ~~~c. !O~'. 
(~ompass.) Brown Island, right tangent N.32° 40' W.; lcft tangent of 
dItto, N. 43° 40' W. At 8 P }l. we struck the tents, and proceeded under 
sai.l ~efore the wind. steering E. by S. (compass) for ~be low point. 
Mldmght, passed the point. Weather getting very tblck; could not 
see far. 

Saturday 19th, 1 A.}[. made grog water; filled the water bottles, 
and lunched. 1. 40. proceeded on. .'j. 5. halted and brought up on the 
floe. Weather thick; wind from S.E.; tcmperature + 20". /. 45 P.~I. 

2. G ~ 3 

Fifth JOUfI)(',y. 

TmHl1cd : lIb. ';'~~!;'J. 

Lunch. fI, :'::0. 
H.,~t. l~. ~5. 

Di"_~1. .. e gone, l:'i'. 



Sixth Journey. 
Tra\"clled, 6h. Om. • 
Detained, 6. O. 
H.st. 18. 30. 
Di<;tancc gGne, 7;~'. 

~eventh Journey. 
Travelled, 10h. 15m .. 
Lunch, O. 15. 
Rest, 14. O. 
Di ... tnnce gonC', 13~'. 

Eighth Journey. 
Travelled, 4h. 45m. 
Depot work, 4.45. 
Rest, 16. O. 
Di!>tance gellC', 9~/. 

Ninth Journey. 
Travelled, ":'h. 3Sm. . 
LUDcb, O .. 0. 
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struck the tents, having had breakfast, and steered S.E. by CO~P~S8, or 
about N. 20° W. (true); a light breeze from the northward. MIdD\ght. 

On Sunday 20th, at. 1 A.~., lunc~ed, and proceeded .on same Course 
for a point of land lookmg like an Island. 6,.45 A.M. pitched the tents 
about 1~ miles off the point. Had our supper m the bags, and then read 
prayers. Weather fine; temperature + 19°. ~ P.~f. ha~ ~reakfasti 
after which I delivered to each sledge one bag of bISCUIts welghmg 211bs., 
making a decrease in weight of 841bs. At 7 struck the tents. A 
strong head wind with a heavJ: drift, ~teerin~ about S.E. (compass) along 
the east side of a supposed Island, mtendmg to roun~ the north end. 
9. 30. wind and drift increasing. Found th~ land contmuous. T~rned 
and retraced our course, going before the wmd. It was now blowmg a 
very heavy gale at midnight. 

At 1 A.M. on Monday the 21st, hauled the sledges on shore Ilear the 
southern point, and after much difficulty pitched and well secured the 
tents, got into the bags, and had lunch and su.pper to~ether. Tempera
ture + 10°. 5 P.M. weather cleared, but the wmd contmued yet strong, 
and the temperature had fallen to _1°. Brown's Island bore from 
this encampment N. 53 W. by compass. 7. 30. struck the tent~, and 
rounded the south point, when we sighted the land and peaked hIlls of 
Bathurst, and steered for them E.N.E. (compass) for a short distance, and 
then N.E. by E.; the floe was very level, the wind ahead and exceedingly 
cutting; the temperature falling to -10°, midnight. 

On Tuesday the 22d, at 6 A.M., reached the beach of Bathurst, about 
ten miles to the left of the right peaked hill. Pitched the tents j found the 
remains of an Esquimaux encampment about one hundred yards from our 
own, but apparently a very old one. The coast along here is very low; the 
top surface of the beach is thrown up into numerous little hillocks, and 
composed of very small limestone shingle; but at the depth of a foot it ie 
so hard and solid that a pickaxe made no impression on it. There were 
very few hummocks along the shore, although the ridges of shingle were 
observed at some considerable distance from the line of beach, thereby 
indicating very shoal water and a quiet formation of ice about here. When 
the men had taken off their boots for the night I found that Henry Cumber's 
feet were both fi·ostbitten. He had been wearing for the day a pair of canvass 
boots that he had borrowed from one of the long parties, not being able in 
the morning to get on his cloth boots, from their being frozen hard. The 
temperature was down at our pitching to -15°; a light breeze from the 
N.W., with clear weather. At 6 P.M. Mr. Bradford informed Lieutenant 
M'Clintock that it would be impossible for Henry Cumber to procee~,any 
fnrther; and as an accident had happened to the sledge" Dasher the 
evening before, so as to incapacitate it from carrying a heavy load, and also 
one of the men belonging to that sledge having his toes frostbitten, I was 
o:~ered to deposit my depot where we then were, give over four days pro· 
VISIOns to each party, and return to the ship, taking with me Fullerton, 
belonging to the" Dasher," whose toes were frosted, for whom he took 
William Elliott (carpenter's mate) and the sledge ., Dasher," letting the 
"Parry" go on instead. This exchange was accordingly effected, and I 
gave each party four days provisions. Lieutenant M'Clintock then selected 
a spot for a depot, and giving me orders to properly secure it there, the~ 
p.roceed .back to the autumn depot, taking from that place any provI
sIOn I mlg~t stand in need of, at the same time taking a rough estimate of 
wha~ remamed, and then return to the ship with all speed. The four 
pa:tles then took their departure in extrep.1ely good health and spirits, all 
bemg most sanguine in the work before them; and I cannot help remarking, 
that the most severe punishment to anyone man at that time would have 
?een to have sent him back to the ship, so great was the enthusiasm and 
mterest that prevailed with" one and all." Immediately after their depar
ture I se.t the pa:ty to work, and buried my depot securely in the selected 
spot, which conSIsted of four days provisions for four parties, with a bag of 
water boots for the return of the long parties. We then lunched at midnight. 

On Wednesday the 23d, at 0.45 A.M., the broken sledge being secured, 
and packed with five days provisions, we struck the tent, and went on; 
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weather very. clear,.temperature _21°, and a good breeze from N.W. 
1.3~. made sail, steermg W. ?y S. (compass) .f~r a distant point of land ~:!:,i~~\~~ o. 
havmgevery appearance of an Island; no land vIsIble to the northward of it . Distance gone, 1st'

Henry Cumber walking be.hind, n.ot being able to dra~. 2.0. placed Cumbe; 
on the sledge, wrapped hIm up m bags, but found It too cold for him' so 
remaining there half an hour chilled him; we therefore took him off. ~nd 
made him walk by the si~e of the sledge a~~ hold on. Temperature~ 23°. 
The weather now got thIck, and no land vIsible. At 5.30 A.M. we pitched 
the tent on the floe; had supper; slept cold and wet; temperature -24. 
9.30 P.M. struck the tent; temperature -25°; a strong breeze from the 
N.W., with drift and thick weather. Steered W. by S. (compass), beina 
guided by making an angle with the drift. 0 

On Thursday 24th, at 2 A.M., hove to and lunched. Came across 
numerous bear t.racks, but saw no bears. The grog that had been mixed 
with half its quantity of water was hard frozen; the weather too cold 
to melt water. 2.10. started again. 4. passed the point first taken for 
Baker Island, and struck upon our outward track, which was qnite fresh; 
we therefore followed it, and at 5.15 A.~I. pitched on the floe. The party 
were very fatigued and tired in their feet. At 5 P.M. \ye had breakfast; 
but the weather was altogether too severe to move, as almost all the 
people's fingers had been touched with frost the day before, and Cumber 
was complaining of his feet very much; so we kept in our bags, although 
lying very cold and damp. Midnight. 

Tenth Journey. 
Travelled, 4h. Om. 
Depot work, :3, O. 
Itest, 12. 0, 
Distanc!..! gont', c.', 

On Friday the 25th, at 1 A.M., weather modcrating, bnt still thick, with Eleventh Journcy. 

falling snow; temperature _8°. We had lunch, struck the tent and pro- Trmllcd, 8h. 50m. 

d d h Id k A . d h ' Lunch, O. It>. cee e on teo trac '. t 5 A.M. we arrIve at t e autumn depot; Hest, 18. ~O. 
immediately pitched the tent, set to work, dug out the depot, and took Di,toncc h""'" I: :'. 

from it the following provisions: biscuit 20 Ibs., rum fuel 26 gills, cocoa 
31bs., cocoa sugar 7 ounces, and pork two pieces, or 41bs. We then e,;ti· 
mated the remainder, which was again secured, at the following; viz., 
pemmican 108 Ibs, biscuit 491bs., soap 24 Ibs., rum fuel 3 gallons, rum for 
use 2 gallons, bread dust 6 Ibs., sugar 21 ounces, tobacco 31bs., pork 
141bs., and one tin of pepper. This was well secured again, and a notice 
put in a tin case left by Mr. M'Dougall on the 20th instant when on his 
return to the ship. Had supper, and retired to rest. At 9 P.M., having had 
breakfast, struck the tent, and started, stecring W. by N. (compass); wind 
right ahead, and snow falling and drifting. Saw Brown Island at intervals. 
Temperature _21°. 

On Saturday the 26th, at 2.15 A.M., stopped and lunched. 2.2.5. pro
ceeded. 6 A.M. men much fatigued; pitched the tent on the floe. Weather 
began to clear; obtained a glimpse of Griffith Island; had supper, and 
turned in. Temperature - 19°. Slept exceedingly cold. 9 P.M. had bre1k
fast, not intending to start till midnight, so as to time ourselves on board 
ready for a ship breakfast. 

On Sundav 27th, at 0.20, struck the tent, and started under sail, the 
weather having cleared and the wind changed; temperature - 29. Lashed 
the colours to the masthead; course W. by N. (compass.) 1.30. observed 
the" Resolute's" mastheads appearing like a hummock; gradually rose the 
ships. 6.40. observed the ensigns hoisted. Lunched. 0.50. proceeded. 
7.50. arrived alongside the" Resolute," and reported myself to Captain 
Austin. llrought the party on board, sending Henry Cumber to the 
" Pioneer" at once, whose feet were immediately examined, and reported 
as not being anything serious. 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

I must now remark that our party could not nearly get through their 
allowance of meat. but mostly on account of the shortness of fuel for cook
ing, which certainly was not enough iu our case with the then low temper
ature; we could have eaten more biscuit, and extra tea would have been 
most desirable. We used tallow until our return to the autumn depot, after 
which we used concentrated rum. The tallow answered by far the best. I 
should say. with our temperature, that 2 Ibs. of tallow a day wo,uld not 
have been too much. The canvass coverlet that was made for placmg over 
us we were glad to put underneath, as the cold struck up from the floe, 

2. G g 4 

Twc1ft!1 J(' ..... ~ {I' 

Tra\'clleci, :h. :!Om. 
Lunch, O. 10. 
Di~tan('c gone, 1'; ~' 



74' 30' 

( 240 ) 

cramping us very much, and preventing sleep. Our. bags were frozen stiff, 
two or three of them being so bad as to reqUIre pullmg out straIght by two 
men before they could be got into. I wore my own cloth boots up to my 
return to the ship j but for nine days they had been as hard as wood, and 
before putting them on in the morning I was oblig~d to cut the ice out 
from the inside with a knife before my feet would go III j and in the even. 
ing, on taking them off, the blanket wrappers remained hard frozen to the 
ice in the boot. The onl~ thing that ~r~served my feet from being frost· 
bitten was a constant motIOn of all the Jomts as long as the boots were on 
and not having them too much wrapped up, so as to prevent circulation. Th; 
weather had been so thick and bad while away that few obscrvations were 
made. I obtained one azimuth at my depot with Lieutenant M'Clintock's 
compass, but left it with him in the hurry of departure. On my return I had 
110 instruments to use, except a small pocket compass, divided to two points. 

During our progress outward, and also my return, the shores were well 
examined in our route, and not the slightest sign of traces were to be seen 
of the missing Expedition. 

In conclusion, I beg to state, sir, in addition to Lieutenant M'Clintock's 
favourable report of the" Parry's "men on their outward journey, I am 
happy in adding, that th!·ough~ut.they did their duty cheerfully and readily; 
and I cannot help specIally plckmg out Joseph Organ, captain of sledge, 
aud William Elliott, whose exertions and attention to their duty and the 
common interest were not to be surpassed. 

I ha\-e, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN P. CHEYNE,' 

(Mate) in command of party 
Number of days absent 12 
Estimated number of hours actually travelling on - 85h. 35m. 
Estimated number of hours detained by bad weather 17h. 45m. 
Estimated number of hours detained at depots 12h. 15m. 
Number of journeys made outwards - 7 
N umber of journeys made home - 5 
Estimated distance gone over outwards 71' 
Estimated distance gone over home - 65' 
Estimated distance travelled altogether 136' 
Time taken for lunch 3h. 15m. 
Time at rest • 163h. 15m. 

N.B. The hours of rest as put down include the hours of detention by bad 
weather. 

I ' e.----.;H
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A Track eftart of Ihe route of H.M. Sledge" Fa; .y." 
A-Il to the teestward of Ihe autumn dep't . t' b" L' • • a"d the t' '. d Th do " 18. pu. In Y t Ie eye, oeor11lfl' end esl,qlrled dlllnntl!I, 

.. rfS IS caple • e tted line I~ tilt ot/lward track, the otJ.er the TftU"' trat;/r. 
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Captain AUSTIN to Mr. JOHN P. CHEYNE, Mate of H.M. Ship" Resolute, 
late in command of the Sledge" Parry." 

Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," at 'Winter Quarter, 
Sir,. between C~rnwallis and Griffith Islands, 21st May 185!. 

I have to ac;mowledge the receIpt of your report of proceedings from 
the 15th to the 27th ult., and to express my satisfaction with the manner 
in which you have carried out the service intrusted to you. 

I am much pleased that you are able to speak so highly of the conduct 
of the men who were attached to you, which has been made known to 
them. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain, &c. 

Enclosure :21 of No. 11 of 1851. 

Captain AUSTIN to R. C. ALLEN, Esq., Master of H.M. Ship" Resolute," 
in command of the Party. 

By Horatio T. Austin, Esq., C.R, Captain ofH.M. Ship "Resolute," 
and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas. 

Considering it very important that Lowther, Davy, and Garrett Islands 
should be searched, as well as that it ,yill be very satisfactory for me to 
hear your opinion of the state and description of the ice to the westward, 
knowing your desire to be engaged in the search now in hand, and looking 
to your skill and experience, I have great pleasure in appointing you tc 
execute that service. 

You will therefore take under your command Mr. Edward Langley, 
boatswain of the "Resolute," (who, seeing our want of men, has most 
praiseworthily volunteered to perform manual labour on this occasion,) and 
the six men hereafter named, who have all volunteered, and been approved 
by yourself for this service. Receive one flat and one runner sledge, the 
former stowed with sel'en days provisions and fuel for eight men as a depot, 
and the latter equipped and stowed with eighteen days provisions and fuel 
for your own party. Anel as soon as in every respect complete and ready, 
proceed to the south-west point of Somerville Island; take up the case of 
pemmican deposited there by the senior lieutenant of the "Resolute," and go 
on to the north end of Lmyther Island. Search along its wC':,tc rn side, and 
deposit on its south-western extremity the flat sledge and seven days pro
visions for the returning party fi'om the westward and southward, securing 
it, and marking its position in the best manner you can. 

Failing to discover traces at Lowther Island, you will proceed to Davy 
and Garrett Islands, thoroughly searching both; and then, in the event of 
your not having found traces, I should wish you to fix the positions of 
such places as you can, and make all the observations that your knowledge 
in these matters may lead you to consider desirable to huye on record. 

You will deposit each day near your encampment one of the printed 
notices with which you are supplied. 

You will keep a journal of your proceedings and a track of your routp, 
for transmission to me as soon as convenient after vour return. 

I remind you of the necessity for care to preserve the eyes from snow 
blindness and the feet from chafe. 
~e assured that you and your party leave with earnest prayers for your 

gUidance and safe return. 

Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty's Ship "~esolute," at 
Winter Quarters between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, 23d of 
April 1851. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 

2. Hh 



Sledge " Grinnell." 

MOTTO._H Tbe Heart that can 
feel for anotber." 

Wind ~. "'., 4, o.m.g. 
Temp. _7°. 

Wind S .• Z. c.m. 
Temp. _4V. 

Thomas Bond 
Robert Moon 
GeorO"e :Murray 
Mich~el Collins 
John Cunningham -
Simon Dix -

( ~42 ) 

The SIX MEN referred to. 
Ice quartermaster H. M. Ship" Resolute." 
Ice quartermaster H. M. Steam Tender" Pioneer." 
Ice '[Uarterlllaster H. 1II. Steam Tender" Intrepid" 
Ice ,[uartermaster } 
Ordinary seaman H. M. Ship" Assistance." 
Private·R..:U. 

ROB. C. ALLEN Esq., of Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," to Captain AUSTIN. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Rewlute," frozen in between 
Sir, <?ornwallis an~ Griffith Islands, 28th May 1851. 

HavinO' returned from the servIce on whICh I was detached by your 
orders 0; the 24th ult., I have the honour to transmit herewith a detailed 
account of my proceedings while absent. 

Names. 

Mr. R. C. Allen 
Mr. Edward Langley 
Thomas Bond 
Robert Moon 
Michael Collins 
\Villiam Cunningham 
Simon Dix -
George Murray 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ROBERT C. ALLEN, Master, 

( and lately in charge of the Sledge " Grinnell.") 

SLEDGE " GRINNELL." 

Rank or Rating. . Iges. To what Ship belonging . 

--~i~ -.~---

:\[aster 
! 

39 " Resolute." 
34 Ditto. 
38 Ditto. 
41 i" Pioneer." 

. I Buatswain 
- I Ice quarterDiaster 
- , d,tto 

42 :" Assistance." 
2-1, Ditto. 
27 ' Ditto. 
45 ! <, Intrepid." 

-I ditto 
- A.B. 
- Private R.~J. 
- I Ice quartermaster 

'---~---------'----

Abstract of Weights. 
Standing weights 
Provisions for party 
Depot for Lowther Island 

6851bs. 
456 " 
186 " 

Total weight 
Weight per man 

- 7)1,327 
_189Ihs. 

ABSTRACT OF ORDERS. 
To proceed to the S. W. point of Somerville Island, and, taking up the 

case of pemmican deposited there in October last, proceed to the north 
end of Lowther Island; search its western side, and deposit on its S. W. 
extremity a depot of provisions. 

To thoroughly search Davy and Garrett Islands; and, failing to find 
traces of the missing Expedition, to return to the ship, making such 
observations as circumstances would permit, with a view to fix the position 
of the different points and islands in the route, and to remark on the state 
of the ice. 

JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS. 
Thursday, 2-ttll .·{pril.-At 6. -tu. P.~1. left the " Resolute" with a sma!l 

r~nner sledge, carrying most of the standing weights and 18 days provI
sIOns for 8 men, and a flat sledge loaded with the depot to be placed on 
Lowther Island, and astronomical instruments. At 9. 20., the runner 
sledge giving way, stopped, unloaded and lashed an additional batten acroSS 
it. R~l~aded, a.nd proceeded at 10: At 10. 15., the runner sledge still 
complallllllg, belllg evidently overloaded, stopped. Up tent, unload~d, 
and took the empty sledge back to the ship, with two men, accompanIed 
by myself. Arm'ed on board at midnight. 

Frida.lJ, 2.5tll April.-At 10 A.M. left the ship with another sledge, large 
enoug~ to car!y the whole of the weights. accompanied by two men from 
the ship to bnng back the flat sledge. 11.30. arrived at the tent. Sent the 
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two men back with the flat sledge. Took luncheon at noon. Sun shining 
through the mist. 

P.M. 1.20. down tent, packed, and proceeded. At 3.40., two of the men 
being a little fatigued, and sore about the feet, and being desirous not to 
lay them up, I ordered the tent to be pitched. Got observations for time Lat. ace. 74° 40' :\f. 

and variation, and a round of angles, Cook getting the dinner ready. It ~ong. ch~. 96° JO' w. 
took Ii hours to melt the snow for water, and thaw and boil the preserved T:~p~5":"2~~ 
meat. Robert Moon very unwell, and unable to eat his dinner. Disu,":e from ship, 6,'. 

W II . bl k b h'l h d' b . No. 01 hours proccedmg, 4. e a sat m ollr an et ags w let e mner was elOg cooked. after No. of hours in tent, 20. 

which we went to rest, leaving the Esquimallx dog on watch outside 
the tent. 

Saturday, April 26tlt.-At 4.30. A.M. roused the cook out. At 6.30. break- Wind S.E., 5. In.-. 
fasted off chocolate; very greasy, and flavoured strongly with preserved Temp. _20°. 

meats, the fuel being insufficient to boil water for washing the things up; but 
in this particular we hope to improve. Robert Moon quite well again, and 
all the party in capital spirits, having slept well. At 6 .. 55. down tent. Packed, 
and proceeded at 7.20. with the mackintosh floor-cloth hoisted to two of' 
the tent poles as a sail, and which assisted us greatly. Sky clear overhead; 
horizon misty, and a moderate snow drift. 11.50. stopped. Up tent, and Wind S.W., 5. b.c.m. 

got ready for dinner. The cook very successful, being only I! hour Temp. _15°. 

in serving it up, notwithstanding the lowness of the temperature, -15°. 
P.)!, At 1.50. down tent. Packed, and proceeded at :2.15., under sail. 

Mist clearing away; Somerville Island in sight. At 5.30., the people 
having been walking at a smart pace in their carpet boots. were tired about Lat. ace. HO 41' N 

the feet and aneles; I therefore ordered the tent to be pitched. Dined at Long. ace. 96° 15' \I. 

7.30. off ox· cheek soup; very much relished. People in !rood spirits, but TNemp'f -h 15
0

't II' g oj 
• L.> 0. 0 ours rave In • '-'.1" 

very much fatigued, the sledge bemg a heavy drag for them, and the snow N?, of hours stopped, Hi-. 
in some places soft. DlStanc~ averthe Ice by cstlm.

tlOO, 10. 

Sunday, April 27th.-At 4.15. A.M. roused the cook out. Breakfasted 
at 6.15. Used more than half the allowance of fuel to boil the cocoa, the Wind N.T: .. 3. b. 

temperature being very low, viz. -:n°. A 'Trr fine morning. Our boots Temp. _23°, 

being all hard frozen, we had to soften them by putting them between our 
legs before getting out of the blanket-bags. At i. down tent. Packed, and 
proceeded at 7.30. At 8. arrived on Somerville Island, and proceeded 
along the beach to the S.W. point. At 9.lO. reached the depot, and took 
the case of pemmican on the sledge. I observed the ice between Somer-
ville and Lowther Islands to be very rough indeed; and the sledge being 
already a heavy drag for the party, I determined upon depositing here two 
days provisions and fuel, and such other things as could be dispensed 
with, to make up for the additional weight of the pemmican. 

At lO.15. started for Lowther Island. Found the ice very rough indeed, 
and the snow being soft we made but slow progress. 

At 11.50. stopped; up tent, and went to dinner. While the dinner was 
getting ready 1 walked on ahead a mile or so, to pick a road for the 
sledge. 

At 2. P.M. down tent, packed, and proceeded. The wind shifted to the Wind ]\;.W .• 4. b.c. 

N.W. shortly after we had started, accompanied by a little snow drift. Temp. _leO. 

At 6. stopped, up tent, and got into blanket-bags; the party very much 
fatigued, from the heavy work of dragging the sledge between large hum
mocks of ice and over ridges of sofr, snow lying between thrm; occa
sionally we sank in up to our knees. The whole of the allowance of fuel 
having been used to cook the breakfast. and dinner, we could not have 
any tea. 

Monday, 28th April.-At 2. A.)!. we were all awoke out of our sleep by 
the growling of our Esquimaux dog. The cook, who always slept next 
to the teni door, and had charge of the guns, looked out, and seeing two 
bears within 13 or 14 yards of the sledge, he put a ball into the nearest 
one, which happened to be a cub, and as the old one would not forsake it, 
she also was soon shot down. In their paunches was some partially-digested 
seals flesh. Their bodies were very lean, and we only got sufficient fat from 
them for half a day's fuel. Being already heavily laden, we could not take 
the skins with us. 4. A.M. cook lighted the fire. 6. breakfasted. A :,ery 
nne morning. Unstowed the sledge, tightened the gear about it, exammed 

2. H h 2 

Lat. ace. 74° 40' N. 
Long. ace. 96° 39'. W. 
No. of hours traYelling, Bt. 
No. of hours in tent, 15~. 
Estimated distance travelled, 6'. 



Lat. by double alt. 74°. 40' N. 
Long. chro. 97° 2' 'V. 
Variation, -, 
No. of hours travelling, 9. 
No. or hours stopped, 15. 
Estimated distance, 7/, 

Wind N.W., 4,5. b.e. 
Temp.-21°, 

Wind S.E. 

Lat. ace. 74° -W' N. 
Long. ace. 97° :lSi, \\'. 
Temp. _lOa, 
No. of hours travl'lling. Ii;. 
No. of hours stopped, lit. 
Estimated distance, 6', 

'Vind S.B. 3., b.c.m. 
Temp. -!.ZOo. 
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the runners; restowed, down tent, packed, a~d procee~ed at 6.55. Ice 
very rough, and lying in ridges from half a mIle to a ~lJle broad, with a 
moderately smooth floe between. th~m. The dragg!ng of the sledge 
through these ridges was very fatIguIng! the snow ~emg deep and. soft, 
so that the party had to turn and face It, and pull It after them wIth a 
"One, two, three, haul." 11.50. stopped; up tent, and prepared for 
dinner. Too late for meridian altitude. 

l'.~!. 2. down tent; packed, and pro~eed~d at 2.15. Ic~ ~uch the same 
as in the forenoon. Passed a bear, whICh dId not come wlthm gun-shot. 

6. stopped; up tent. Got ob~ervations .r~r latitude by double aIt!tude, 
time, and variation. People all In good spmts. Mr. La,?-g:ley blee~lDg at 
the nose during a great part of the fOl:-enoon, and compl~mm~ of hIS ~yes 
smarting, Michael Collins's eyes gettmg bad also, applied wme of opIUm 
to the eyes of each. Got some tea at 8, cooked from the fat of the bears. 
Arranged the watches, not bein& quite. satisfie~ ~vith the. dog for allowing 
the bears to come so close last mght WIthout glVlng warnmg. 

Tuesda.1J, ApTl'l :29th.--l.30. ,Ul. roused the cook. 7.20. cocoa ready, 
having taken a long time to boil, owing- to the lowness of the temperature. 
Found it quite salt, the cook havil~g taken the snow fi'om a part of the floe 
where it was not deep. Ordered It to be started, and some tea to be got 
ready. 9.30. down tent; packed, and proceeded at 10. Wind shifted to 
the S.E. Observed the clouds to be banking up in that quarter. Faint 
parhelia. Passed through several ridges of ice, labouring in the same 
manner as yesterday, and winding about like a snail. 

Noon, stopped. Lunched off biscuit and frozen pork, with the allowance 
of spirits. All the party relish their grog greatly. 0.20. P.M. proceeded. 
-1. arrived at the edge of the grounded ice on Lowther Island, and, finding 
it piled in huge blocks all the way in to the beach for at least a third 
of a mile, we proceeded to the westward, outside of it, to look for a more 
favourable opening. At 5. stopped; up tent, and the people being much 
fatigued, and the sales of my own feet quite tender from walking backwards 
aIHI forwards to pick the road, and with carpet boots on, I found it very 
tiring. Dined at 6.30. Arranged the watches, each person taking two 
hours in his turn. 

IVedl1esday, April ;,()th.-A.t 3. A.~l. roused the cook out. A very fine 
morning. 6. breakfasted. 6.-15. down tent; packed, and proceeded at 
,.15. along the edge of the grounded ice, to look for a favourable opening. 
at the same time making for a spot where it appeared to present one. At 
8.1;"). saw a tolerable opening. tltopped; unloaded the sledge, and carried 

Arrive at Lowther Maud at the things over by hand. At 9., having re-packed every thing on the 
!' a.m. sledge, we proceeded along the beach. At 9.10. deposited a notice on 

the north point of the island, which was a low shelving point. From it 
the eastern extreme of the lan.d bore west (by compass) about two miles, 
and the western extreme E.N.E. one mile. Proceeded along the beach, 

Lat. ace. 74° 36' N. 
lAng. chr. 97° 50' \V. 
Var. -
Temp. _11°, 
No. of hours travelling, !j"i. 
No. of hours stopped, 14{. 
Distance walked, 9'. 

Wind N.W., 4, 5. 
Temp. _15°, 

inside the grounded icc, on soft snow lying on even ground. At 11.45. 
~topped, and took luncheon. At 0.30 proceeded to the southward, along 
the western shore of Lowther Island, as shown in the track in plan A. 

At !i.-15. P.~!. stopped; up tent, and cooked the dinner. Took observa
tions for time and variation. Michael Collins and Robert Moon, being 
snow-blind, have dragged the whole day at the sledge with their eyes 
bound up. Applied wine of opium to their eyes. 8. set the watch. 

Thursday, 1st lIfay.-4. A.~!. roused the cook out. 6.15. breakfasted. r ~own tent; pack~d, and proceeded at 7.35. Kept along the beach, 
mSlde the grounded Ice, cuttmg across every opportunity, as shown in the 
plan .\. Snow soft. 11.35. stopped, and took luncheon. At 11.55. pro
ceeded. Very fine weather. Sharp puffs of wind over the land, very 
cutting to thc face, rendering it very sore, and peeling the skin off' it, the 
sun duriug the last three or four days having tanned our faces well. 

2.30. P.~I. arrived at .the S.W. point of the island; but finding it very 
~ow ~nd flat over a conSIderable extent, and such that might be passed over 
l~ thIck weather ~y a party searching for a depot, I ordered the tent to be 
pItched, ~n.d leavmg two me~l to g:et the dinner ready, I proceeded with 
the remammg hands to a slopmg POInt about a mile and a half farther on. 
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At 4. we arrived. at the p~int, ~nd placed the depot in the ground. A cairn No. of hours vavelling, 9~. 
of stones w. as bUIlt over It, wlth.a bamboo staff, to which a red pocket No. ofhours stopped, 14 •. 

h f ffi 
Distance walked by party, II'. 

handkerc Ie was a xed, and bemg placed on an eminence it was very 
conspicuous, and could not fail to be seen by a party in search of the same. 
At 5. proceeded on return to the tent, which we reached at .'J,4(). Got 
into the blanket bags, and went to dinner. We found a little moss near 
our encampment, by means of which we eked out our fuel, and were 
enabled to have some tea. 

At 8. fired off the muskets, reloaded, and set the watch. 
We have hitherto travelled by day, but as the sun affects the eyes very 

much, as well as burns the face, I shall travel by night during the remainder 
of the route. I should have changed it three days ago, but was anxious 
to place the depot while the weather was clear. 

Frida.y, Mo,y 2d.-Breakfasted at 7.u!., and sent the party to their 
blanket bags again, ready to start this evening. Sun shining through the ~\'ind, S.I·:. 6 o.m.s. 
mist occasionally. Got a tolerable meridian altitude. Temp. _IU. 

Th . d fi 1 d' 1 fi I" d I Lat. obs. 74° 28' N. P.M. e WIll res lene III t Ie a ternooll. .~ouse t Ie cook at :3.50., 
and he had some tea ready in three hours, but even then it was only luke-

.. bl' d' k' I d 11 ... d No. of hours travelling, none. warm, so we \\ele U Ige to ta e It, tea· eaves an a. /. own tent; 1'0. of hours in tent, 24. 

packed, and was about to proceed, but the weather became so thick, and No. of hours detained by wea
the wind high, with considerable snow drift, that we could not see a cable's ther, 5. 

length; I deemed it would be useless to push out amongst a sea of mashed-
np ice, where I knew it would be with the greatest difficulty that I could 
find roads in the clearest weather. I therefore ordered the tent to be re-
pitched, to wait for a favourable opportunity. r-:. set the watch. 

Saturday, 3d 111ay.-Blowing a hard gale from the S.E., with thick 
misty weather, and a heavy drift with snow. Dined at 7 A.~1. K 0 prospect S.E., 9. o.m.s. 
of moving yet. Deposited a notice on D. cairn of stones, directing Temp. +6°. 

Mr. Hamilton to the depot. At noon took luncheon, which we should 
have had last night had we been moving. 

Took breakfast at 7 P.~I., and turned in, there being no prospect of 
moving at present. The eyes of l\fr. Langley, l\/iehad Collins, and ~o~:'.lJer of hou" travelling, 
Robert Moon quite well again, and the party all well, but heartily tired Number of hours detained by 

of being cooped up inside the tent. weather, 24. 

Sunda.y, 4th l'IJa.1J.-Wind abating, and sky clearing towards 8 .UI. 

Dined at 7 A.ilI. off pemmican. Read a portion of the morninc: service to l~at. obs. 74° ;8: ~. . .. d ~ b' d l~on~. ehr. 97 .,(, w. 
the party. Got observations for tnne and vanatlOn, an at noon 0 tallle \'al'. -

the merid5an altitude. Walked up the nearest hill, to get a view of the Temp. H. 

interior of the island, but it was still too thick to make out anything. 
There is a large and deep ravine or valley which divides the ~outh portion 
of the island. 

At 11.40 A.}I. ventilated tent; cleared sledge of snow drift, and re-packed 
everything. A t noon took luncheon. Weather fine and clear to the 
southward; Cape Walker (I. t.) bore S. ~ E. true, distant six or seven 
leagues. It is a fine high bold cape. 

At 3.0 P.~l. roused the cook out. At 5.15. breakfitsted oft' tea and ~o.ofhourstraveUing,5'. 
. . d 6 k I 1'\0. of hours delamed by wea. 

biSCUIt. At 5.40. down tent; packed, and proceede .. At .1.5. too' tIe th€<,18£. 
ice to the S.W., getting through the grounded icc, with some difficulty, No. of hours stopped,:. 
without unloading the. sledge. Found the floc in a more favourable state for 
travelling than we anticipated. 

At 11.40 P.~I. stopped and too~ luncheon; and at-
~11onday, 5th May-0.20 A.M. proceeded, steering E. by S. by compass, ~Vind N. 00 

th th b · d' I:> d h I h' Temp. -- . e wea er emg overcast an mIsty. asse t roug 1 some eavy Ice No. of hours tr~velling, in· 
occasionally eluding 5t of last night, 9t-

A 
. . Estimated di~tance walked, 10' . 

. t 4.5 A.!'f: stopped; up tent, and went to dmner; party ver~ much 
fatigued, arrsmg probably £I'om their confinement to the tent durmg the 
last two days. Dined at 6.15 A.M. ; set the watch, and turned in; Lowther 
and Garrett Islands in sight, but not Davy Island. Clear weather over
head, but misty round the southern horizon. 

3.0 P.}!. roused the cook out. At 4.30. breakfasted. 5.45. down tent; N?rtherly wi~d, 6. to 7. b.c.IlI., 

d W lk d with snow d"ft. 
packed, and proceeded at 5.55. Very keen wind from the north war. a ~e Temp. + go. 
towards the assigned position of Davy Island until 7.30 P.M., when the 
northern horizon cleared up, and I saw land just open to t.hp. westward of 

2. H h 3 
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Garrett Island, having the appearance of an island. I supp0l!ed that what 
I had hitherto taken for Garrett Il"land must be Davy Island, and I altered 
course for it ; and it was not till some time after that I found I was mis. 
taken. To have retraced my steps for Davy I~land, and to search it, 
would have cost me two days j and as the remal~s of f~el (for I could 
have made the provisions spill out). would not admIt o~ thIS, I k~pt on f?r 

H •• soll, fo .. rl,partingfrom the Garrett Island. I was the more mduced to adopt thIS resolutIOn, for ID 

onkrto 'C'arch Davy Island. order to reach the ship by the 12th :\lay it ~ould be necessary to make 
ten miles every day and in the event of bcmg confined to the tent hy 
~tress ofweathcr my party would have been quite out off~el, and on reduced 
allowance. Add to this, the very uneven state of the Ice amongst these 
islands made it almost a certainty that we could not make ten miles a 
day. 

11.40 P.M. stopped; took luncheon; and at-

"'ind N. 
Temp. -G. 

Tuesda.y, 6th J1/lIy,-O.20 A.M. ~roceed~d. . A very ~ne morni?g j main 
land visible, but the southern hOrIzon stIll mIsty. Famt parheha, clouds 
converging from the north and south points of the horizon, and passing 
through the zenith in streaks or belts. Wind from the northward very ]\0. of hours travelling, 10. 

No. of hoUl's stopped, 14. keen . 
Estimated distance, 8¥. 

Wind N."'" O.m.!=:. 

Tt:'mp. +6°, 

"'ind N. \V" 4. h.c.m. 
Temp. _6°, 

. \. t 4.30 A.~I. stopped, up tent. and prepared for dinner; Garrett Island 
K. by "". (true) about three miles. The last four hours of our march has 
been through very uneven icc, occasioning great labour in dragging the 
sledge through it. 

At 6.30 .I.M. dined off pemmican; very good; but, taking it altogether, I 
think the ox-cheek soup is more relished by our party. 

At 8.0. discharged the guns; reloaded, and set the watches. Distant 
land very mueh thrown up by refi·action. 

At 3.0 P.M. roused the cook out. Wind from the N.W., with light 
snow, and misty weather. .5.10. breakfasted. Wolf-skins and blanket
bags getting damp. 

At 5.40. down tent; packed, and proceeded at 6.0. in for the land. 
At 8.30. arrived at the edge of the grounded ice lying along the S.E. 

side of the island, and finding it quite impassable, we proceeded to the 
southward along it, examining the beach from high hummocks by means 
of a telescope. 

At 9.30. stopped, unloaded the sledge, and carried the things over by 
hand through a remarkable pass formed by huge blocks of ice, piled one 
upon another to the height of at least forty feet on one side and thirty on 
the other. Reloaded the sledge, and at 10.3.5 P.~1. arrived on the beach of 
Garrett Island. Proceeded along shore round the south and west sides. 

At 11.40. stopped and took luncheon. • 
J1-edllesr/u.1J, 7th Jiay.-At 0.15. proceeded. Wind very keen; snow 

very soft; very heavy walking, going above the aneles at e\'ery step; 
sledge dragging heavily. At -1.5 .1.~1. stopped; up tent, and prepared for 

No. of hours travelli"g. 9i. dinner. In the meantime I went on for about an hour to examine the 
No. of hours stopped, 14t. easter.n extreme of the island, thus completing the search of its shores. 
Estimated distanct! walked, 10'. IJ d h 6 d 

Wind S.W., S. o.m. 
Temp. + 4°, 

Wind S.W., 5. o.m.1. 
Temp. + 1°, 

\.egame t e tent at . in time for dinner. Misty, hazy weather roun 
the horizon; sun out occasionally. 

Dined at 6.15 A.~I., after which set the watches, and went to sleep. 
"\.t 3 P.M. roused the cook out. At 5.15. breakfasted. 5.50. down tent; 

P~cked, and at 6.15. proceeded along the beach. Deposited a notice in a 
caIrn of stones on a small eminence. At 6.40. we determined from an 
eminence the best place to pass through the grounded ice on to the fI?C. 
Stopped, unloaded t~e sledge, and carried the things through the bamer 
by hand, the people III doing so going up beyond their knees in the snoW 
at almost every step. Repacked the sledge, and proceeded at 8.35. Found 
the floe very heavy, owing to the depth of the snow. Crossed several 
heavy barriers of ice, which was very heavy work, and I feared greatly for 
the sledge, ~est it should break down. The weather was so misty that we 
c.ould not pIck a road, for indeed we could not see around us in any direc
tIOn as far as a ship's length. So, guided by the compass, we took the road 
as we best could. 11.45 P.M. stopped; took luncheon, and proceeded at-
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Thursday, 8th May-0.15 A.M. through much the same sort of ice as in Wind-.W., 6. a.m.'., "itL 

the first part of this march, but getting on to a moderately smooth floe considerable ,now-drift. 

occasionally, which enabled us to cease from the disagreeable "One, ~:~:~h:~:~ travcllin~, 9!. 
two, three,-haul !" that had been continually ringing in my ears. No. ufhours stopped, 14t. 

At 4.5. stopped; up tent, and prepared for dinner. :'.'~:~;:~. distance walked, j 

At 6.30. dined off ox-cheek soup, thickened with Edward's preserved 
potatoes, which we all considered to be very good. Arranged the watches, 
and went to sleep. 

At 3.0. roused the cook out, and at 5.20. breakfasted. Wind and weather 
much the same as at the time we encamped. At 5.50 P.M. down tent; 
packed, and proceeded at 6.15. 

Towards eight o'clock the sky overhead cleared occasionally, but there Wind S.W., 6. 5. o.m.s. 

was still considerable snow drift, with mist round the horizon. Temp. + 12/ b.c.q.m. 

Passed through several heavy ridges of ice, the people going up beyond 
their knees repeatedly, and occasionally up to the middle, causing very 
heavy labour to get the sledge along. However, we got on a mile or two of 
smooth ice once or twice, when the party stepped out well, glad to have 
the opportunity. 

Towards midnight the weather cleared considerably, and we could see 
to pick our road a little. At 11.45. stopped; took luncheon, and 
proceeded-

Friday, 9th May-At 0.15 A.M. At 2.0 A.M. we got on a good floe,. . 
d th t t d t t d t'l 4 15 h t d Wmd S. \\ .7. o.m.s. an e par y s eppe ou a a goo pace un I . A.M., W en we s oppe 

and pitched the tent. Somerville Island bore by compass S. W. by W. ~ W., ~~~~i ;;;;~:~ travelling, 9t. 
and Brown Island S. \V. by S. No. of bour> stopped, Hi: 

At 6.15. dined off pemmican mixed with potatoe meal; but, with one Distance walked by estimation 

exception, we all think the ox-cheek soup the better of the two. Set the 8'. 
watches, &c. &c. ~~'~·ia~~r~~~. (;) 14° ·je' N. 

At 3.0 P.~1. roused the cook out. At 5.10. breakfasted; and at 5.40. Long. 97° 6' w. 
down tent; packed, and proceeded. While the tent was being packed I 
got observations for time and variation. 

At 6.15. proceeded on a fine smooth floe. Weather very fine and Wind S.W.,:l. b.C.DC 
clear. Temp. zero. 

At 11.50. stopped and took luncheon; and at-

Saturday, 10th May-0.20 A.M. proceeded. Clouds banking up to the 
southward, and sky becoming overcast. Air very keen. Wind shifted to Wind S., 3. o. 
the southward. Temp.-IOO. 

At 4:15. stopped; up tent, and dined at 6.20. Set the watches. No. or hours travelling, 9t· 
No. of hours stopped, 14t. 

At noon, weather overcast and misty. Estimated distance walled, II 

At 3.0. roused the cook out, and breakfasted at 5.15. At, 5.45. down Wind S.W., 4. o. 
tent; packed, and proceeded at 6.15 P.~I. Sky overcast, with dull gloomy Temp. + 10°. 

weather. 
At 6.20. we saw a bear dodging about the hummocks on our left. We 

were very much amused to see him rearing on his haunches, and peeping 
from behind his cover. We crouched down between him and the sledge, in 
the hope that he would make toward us, but suddenly he moved off at a 
rapid rate. 

At 6.50. we saw another bear a long way off. 
At 9.30 P.M. stopped outside the grounded ice on the south shore of 

Somerville Island, close to the depot. Took up the provisions, &c., and 
left ~ notice. At 10.10. proceeded along the south shore of the i~land, 
outsIde the grounded ice. At 11.15. passed through the grounded Ice at 
a convenient opening, and and kept along the beach. At 11.40. got on 
the ice again, and struck over for Griffith Island. At midnight stopped, 
and took luncheon. 

Sunday, I1tltMay.-At 0.30 A.M. proceeded. Dull cloudy weather. Floe Wind, S. 0 

even, but soft. At 3.30. up tent, and dined at 5. Arranged the watch:s. !:~:;h::r: travelling. 81. 

At 4. P.M. ron sed the cook out, and breakfasted at 6. Overcast sky, with N fh t diS'" 
d d d t 6 45 o. a ours s oppe, 4 

misty weather. At 6.30. down tent; packed, an ~rocee ea. . Estimated distance walked. 8'. 

Towards midnight we were getting well up towards GrIffith Island. 
2. H h 4 
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Wind N.W., 5. a.m.. lvlonday, 12th May.-At 1.30 A.~l., being well ,:!P '~ith Griffith I~l~nd,and 
Temp. + 2°. within about seven miles of the shIp, the men bemg m .good condition, and 
No. of hours travelling, 9~. d h t t b t h d d 
No. of hours stopped, 3. all anxious to get on board, I ordere t e ten 0 e pI c e ,an gave the 
Estimated distance walked, 14'. party their dinner, and at 4.30. pr~ceeded. At 5.40. we sighted the 

ships. At i.lO. a party from .the shIp to~k the sledge from us, and at 
7.40. we arrived alongside, havmg gone durmg the last three hours at the 
rate of two miles and upwards per hour. 

State of the ic~. 

Pro\isions. 

Fuel. 

CQoidng apparatus. 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

The ice between Somerville Island and the north end of Lowther Island 
was very uneven, being hove up in all ~irections: It took me three marches 
to O'et across the distance being but sixteen miles. I found on my return 
pas~age that 'had I been three or four miles more to the northward I should 
have been on an even floe. 

The north the wcst, and the south shores of Lowther Island were lined 
with heavy ~rounded icc, hove up in huge masses, forming a barrier from 
a quarter to three quarters of a mile in breadth, and through which the 
sledo-e when loaded, could not be dragged. Some of this grounded ice 
look~ci very old; but as it was mostly covered with newly-fallen snow, no 
certain opinion could be formed on this point. 

LookinO' from Lowther Island to the "'~stward I observed the ice to be 
very unev~n, and in much the same state as that through which we had 
already passed. 

While placing thc depot near the south end of Lowther Island I had a 
fine view of the ice towards Cape Walker. It was quite even in all direc
tions, as fhr as I could see from an eminence of about 1.50 feet. 

In proceeding from Lowther Island towards Davy Island, I found the 
floe much more even than I had anticipated; but in approaching Garrett 
Island ,n' again came upon very uneven ice, and the beach was lined with 
large masses piled to a greater height than any I have seen hitherto. 

On leaving Garrett Island, and proceeding in the direction of Somerville 
Island, I found the icc lying in ridges of from half a milc to two miles in 
breadth, and this continued for the distance of about 1-1 miles. Between 
these ridges we had short intervals of smooth floc, which I thought to be 
ice of the last year's formation. 

I am of opinion that during the last season of navigation there must 
IHH"c been pools or lanes of water among all these islands, but to what 
extent I could not form anv estimate. The snow which has fallen since 
that period now lies very tliick on the ice in most places; and when it is 
the case on an even floe it is next to impossible to determine whether it is 
new or old. It is only here and there, in places where the snow has been 
drifted ~may by the wind, that any opinion can be formed. 

\\'e fOllnd the supply of provisions to be sufficient. For the first two or 
three days it \Va;: more than enough, but after that we found we could get 
through it all. We breakfasted off cocoa and biscuit, and after five or six 
hours walking we found a keen appetite for luncheon, and I tried the 
experiment once of having pemmican instead; but, as the party complained 
of being more thirsty than usual, we continued the cocoa as before. The 
spirit~ was consi?ered by the men as a very necessary part of their rations, 
and I do not thmk that anyone of the party would have given it up for 
cxtra tea. 

On opening the tin cases containing l\loore's preserved chocolate we 
found sev~ral of them deficient in quantity, which was occasioned, probably, 
by some all' getting into it accidentally while being closed. 

The all?wanee o~ fuel was six pounds of lignum vitre per day for ,our 
par~y of eIght. ThIS afforded us two hot meals each day after a httle 
while, but for the first two or three days both the breakfast and dinner 
were but, partially cooked. Lignum vitre answered very well for fuel for 
the cookmg apparatus we had, but its great weight added much to the 
labour of dragging. 

This was a boat's stove, which answered very well, but is objectionable 
on account of it;; weight. 
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The housing-cl'?th,. which. we used as. a coverlet, answered exceedingly Furniture of tent. 
well j the only ObjectIOn to It was, that It also added to our weights. The 
blanket-bags were double, and were very comfortable. 

The canvass boots answered very well for dragging in as long as the Camas. boots. 
walking continued j but on stopping at midnight to lunch, the wearers were 
obliged to keep moving to prevent their feet from getting frost· bitten 
while those who had carpet boots on felt no inconvenience from the cold: Boots. 
but the latter wearied the feet greatly. The canvass boots were rathe; 
small, and would not admit of a sufficient quantity of wrapping round the 
feet. One or two of the party travelled in their canvass mocassins with 
advantage. 

I could scarcely prevail upon my men to use their crape veils. I would Crape veils. 
suggest that spectacles with stained glasses be supplied to every person 
travelling, man as well as officer. 

On first starting we travelled by day, and I found the party soon began Day travelling. 
to suffer from snow-blindness. I therefore took the first opportunity to 
march by night. 

The average number of hours we marched per day was a little over Length of time marching. 
nine, and I found that this was as much as the men could well do, especially 
those who walked in their carpet boots. On one occasion two or three of 
the party wore their sea-boots; but owing to the difficulty of getting them 
off they were given up; they also tired the feet very much. 

In concluding this detailed report of the proceedings of the sledge Conduct of the party. 
" Grinnell," I take the opportunity of giving my willing testimony to the 
good conduct of Mr. Langley and the rest of the party; and also to state No trace of the missing ships. 
that no traces whatever were seen of the missing Expedition. 

(Signed) ROBERT C. ALLEN, 
Officer in charge of the party. 

DESCRIPTION and PLAN of the Western Side of LOWTHER ISLAND, and of 
GARRETT ISLAND. 

Encampment. 
Lat. obs. 74°28' N. 
Long. chr. 97° 56' W. 
Variation, _ 

The western side of Lowther Island is laid down in the above plan 
from bearings taken with a pocket compass, and distances estimated 
by eye. . . 

The island is of the limestone formation, like Griffith Island, and, lIke It, 
it has numerous gullies or ravines. From the higher parts of the island 
the land declines gradually on all sides, forming low slopi~g points here.and 
there. The beach is uniformly low, with terraces of shmgle; and a lIttle 
outside these is a heavy barrier of grounded ice indicating very heavy 
pressure. 

2. Ii 
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The island has a particularly bleak and ba:ren aspect, even more so, if 
that were possible, than Gri£?th I~land. I dId not observe any moss until 
near its southern end, and wIth thIs our party was enabled to help out the 
fuel a little' but the reason for not seeing any moss to the northward was 
owing probably to the sloping nature of the land, which allowed the snow to 
remain on and cover the land. 

There are two indentations, or bays, on the west side of Lowther Island· 
the northern one is the smaller of the two, and it is more remarkable. At 
the bottom of the bay, that is, the smaller one, the beach continues flat for 
a short distance and extends in between two high points, within which is a 
moderate sized basin-like space; the bottom of it is very little higher than 
the beach, while all aronnd the laud suddenly rises up in cliffs. In short 
it needs but to be full of water to make it a snug little harbour. ' 

A large and deep ravine runs northward through the south end of the 
island for the distance of a mile and upwards. 

The cliff marked C in the plan is very remarkable, from the circumstance 
of its being entircly denuded of snow. It formed a conspicuous object 
each day that the weather was clear, while we were to the westward of it. 

SCALE OF MILES 

o Z.1 11- 5 

The above rough plan of Garrett Island is laid down from bearings taken 
with a pocket compass, and distance estimated by eye. 

This island is also of limestone formation. I did not observe a 
single ravine or gulley in any part of the island. The whole of the 
land nearly, particularly on the northern side, was completely covered with 
snow. 

Its shores were lined with grounded ice, of a heavier nature even than 
that round Lowther Island. 

Captain AUSTI)I to .M\'. ROBERT C. ALLEN, Master, late in command of 
the Sledge" Grinnell." 

Her Majesty'. ship" Resolute," Winter Quarters 
between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, 

Sir, 30th Mav 185l. 

I have to .acknowledge the. receipt of your report of pr~ceeedings from 
the :24t~ ultm~o to the 12th mstant, and to express my approbation of the 
manuel' III whIch you have performed that service. 

Your deviation from the order under which you were acting in not ex
amining Davy Island has my approval. 

I am much pleased with your account of the conduct of those who 
were under your command, which has been made known to them. 

Your having brought your crew back without casualty evinces both 
care and management, and has afforded me much satisfaction. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain, &c. 
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Enclosure 2:2 of No. 11 of 185l. 
LIST of LIMITED PAnTIES despatched with Articles to refresh the Extended Parties in 

their return; examine Depots; make Observations; fix Positions, &c., between 
19th May and 2d June 1851. 

----- ----------------- --- ----- - ----,-----
Officer and Crew of Sledge. 

Name 
of 

Sledge. 

Distinguishing 
Flag. Motto. 

Name. Rank or H.ating. 

To meet and refresh the Extended Party under Lieutenant Browne, fix Cape Walker, &c. 

Mr. F. J. Krabbe 
Thomas Barker -
William Simmonds 
Thomas Morgan 
Thomas Northhollse 
Thomas Johnstone 
Charles Read 

2d Master 
Serjt. lUlL 
Ship's Cook 

Corpl. IUL\_ 
A.B. 

1 
I "Edward 

Riddle" 
r 

Private R.M. I' 

Private R.1\L I 

One and all. 

To lay down accurately the land connecting Cornwallis and Bathurst Islands; examine three 
depots between the Expedition and Alison's Inlet, depositing at that nlllier the Peake!l 
Hills refreshments for the Extended Parties fr01l1 the westward, iCl'. 

Mr. Geo. F. M'Dougall 2d Master 1 
Thomas Bo!]d - Jce Qr.-I\Ja,ter 
James Beer - - i CarpI. R.l\I.A. I 

J'oseph Bacon A.B. (" Beaufort" : 
Robert Grabam A.B. 
William 'Ward - : A.B. 
Richard Ellis - I Stoker ' 

To examine depot left by Captain Ommanney to tbe southward 
Walker; provide the Extended Parties in their return with 
afford them assistance, if necessary, &c. 

Geo. F. Mecham, Esq. Lieutenant ,-) 
.James TuBett - Capt. Fore-top 
William Beedling A.B. 
William Mitchell A_B. J "Russell" 
James Webber - A.B • 
.James Scarlett A.B. 
William Bailey - Private IL:\I. 

---- - ---'-------

That future 
Pilgrims of the 
Wave may be 

Secure frolll 
doubt, from 
e,'ery danger 

free, 

and westward from Cape 
refreshments ami a boat; 

I follow 
to assist. 

To lay down the coast line of Cornwallis Island to the southward, from the Winter Quarter; 
of Sir John Ross and Captain Penny to Cape Martyr; and to survey a small bay to the 
we.tward of Cape Martyr. 

Mr. R. C. Allen Master 
Mr. Jl1o. P. Cheyne - i Mate 
Richard Bland - A. B. 
.John Cutlill -
.James Fox 
Geo. Lower -

- I A.B . 
- . A.B. -I Officers Steward: 

(Signed) 

Her Miliesty's Ship" Resolute." 

, .. Raper" 

HORATIO T, AUSTl", 

Captain, and in charge of t he Expedition. 

Enclosure :2;{ of No. 11 of 1 s.') I . 

Captain AUSTIN to Lieutenant MECHAM, of Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," 
in command of the Sledge" Russell." 

By Horatio T. Austin, Esq., C.B., Captain of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Resolute," and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas. 

Considering it expedient that the depot left by Captain Ommallney to 
the southward and westward on the opposite shore, with which you are 
acquainted, should be visited, and that an efficient party should be in that 
advanced position for the purpose of affording assistance, in the event of' 
its being required, to the returning parties on that route; as also that 
it. is v.ery desirable that all parts within th~ range of observation in. t~at 
dir.ectlOn should be relatively and astronomIcally fixed; that the varIatIon 
of the compass should be determined; and that the depth of warer near 

2. Ii 2 



N.W. 2. b.c. 
Ther. + 15°, 

On mart'h, Hi bours. 
7/X.W. 
3/W.~.W. 

Estimated distance, 10'. 
At )unch, lh. 
Encamped, 14th. 

South, 1 c,g. 
l1ler. + 17°, 
:x UUIl, + 60° in the tent. 

( 252 ) 

the shore should be ascertained, as far as our means and the state of the 
ice will admit; looking to your zeal and general fitness for that service, 
you are selected for it. . 

You will therefore take under your orders the SIX men hereafter named 
provisioned and equipped for 25 days, with some add!tional articles of 
refreshment, and a small boat, (to prevent the necessIty of the parties 
proceeding to obtain those at Cape Walker,) for the depot, and one runner 
sledge, and as soon as in every respect complete and ready, pr?ceed in 
the most direct route for the depot accordmgly, where JOU wIll await 
the return (so long as your own resources admit) of the parties from the 
westward; in the interval employing :rourself in makin.g t~lC observations, 
&c. before mentioned, as also in carrymg out the exammatlOn of the small 
inlet ill that neighbourhood, which you have before visited. 

In the event of the parties not requiring your assistance, you will on 
your return examine Davy Island, and then proceed to the south-western 
extremity of Lowther Island, take up the depot there, and bring it back, 
depositing a record on both. 

It is scarcely necessary to remind you how desirable it is that all 
sketches of that interesting locality that are practicable should be made, 
or to direct your attention to the" Admiralty Manual of Scientific En
quiry," with the view to your making such observations and collections as 
may prove useful. 

You will select some convenient and conspicuous part in the vicinity 
of the depot, where you will erect a cairn and deposit the accompanying 
record. 

You will keep a journal of your proceedings and a track of your route, 
which, with all observations, the data connected with them, and collections, 
are to be transmitted to me as soon as practicable after your return. 

You are aware that every care is necessary to preserve the health of the 
people, and to guard against snow-blindness. 

Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," 
at Winter Quarter~ between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, the 26th 
of May 1851. 

James Tllllett 
William Beedling 
William Mitchell 
William Bailey -
James Webbe'r -
J ames Scarlett -

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 
The Six Men referred to. 

- Captain Fore-top } 
- AB. 
- AB. 
- Private R.M. 
- A.B. - } 

Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance." 

- AB. 
Her Majesty's Steam Tender 

" Intrepid." 

JOURNAL of Her Majesty's Sledge" RUSSELL," G. F. MECHAM, Lieutenant. 
commanding. 

FIRST JOURNEY. 
Tuesda.1J, May 27th.-p.~I. Fine clear weather. At 6.30. started from 

the ship under cheers from ~hip's company, and assisted by a party of them 
to drag the sledge. Captam Austin accompanied us until 8 P.M., when he 
ad.dressed the crew,. and ret~rned to. the ship. 9. Party returned to the 
shIp .. 1O.~0. lost SIght of shIps. MIdnight, halted under the N.W. bluff 
of Gn.ffith s Island for luncheon. A shooting party under Lieutenant 
Cator m company. 

We~nesday, May 28th.-A.M. 1. Started, steering W.S.W. Observed a 
trave~hng party encamped to the south-westward, which proved to be that 
of LIeutenant ~row~e, returning from the southward, all well. 4.30. en
cam~ed. N.". pomt of Griffith's E. by N.; N.E. end of Somerville 
on wIth. south end of Brown's. Island, N. W. by N. Found the tent very 
hot durmg the day. Men laymg out of their bags. 

Calm,D.e. SECOND JOURNEY. 
Ther. +2SO. PM 630 Started 830 . d h k 1IIidnigl,t. + ISO. H •• ' .' • • • • arrIve at t e edge of a range of hummoc 8 
On march .. 10 hours. 9 miles extendmg III the dIrection of Somerville Island. Observed Brown's Island' s. w. by ,\. 
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on with centre of Somerville, bearing N.N.W.; N.W. point of Griffith's 
Island S. W. ~ S. (compass.) 10. cleared the hummocks, and arrived at a 
smooth floe. Midnight, travelling improving. 

Thursday, May 29th.-A.M. 1. Halted for lunch. 1.30. started. Wind 
increasing, with snow. Observed a range of hummocks extendino- to the 
S.E. Sledge broke through a crust of snow, under which we fou~d a seal 
hole. 4.30. encamped. N.W. point of Griffith's Island E. by N. ~ N. 

On the ice. 
Observed mer. alt. Q art. hor. 73° 36' ao"} = Lat. 74° :14' 20" N. 
Index cotTo - - - 37 

~un's be.aring noon 313° 1. 143° Variation. 
Error ot Compass - 40' j 

Too cloudy to get. sights for time or variation. 

THIRD MARCH. 

Lunch. tho 
Encamped, 12th. 

\Vest, 4. ('.m.s. 
Ther. + 10') 

P.M. 7. Started. Floe very heavy for travelling. II. observed that we N. \1". 4. c.m ... 

were abreast of the N. W. point of the range of hummocks mentioned in ~~I:~: ~ ~2';;. 
yesterday's journal; they now commence running to S.E. 11.30. halted 
for lunch. Set the sail. Midnight, started. 

Friday, May 30th.-A.M. 2. Observed Cape Walker bearing S.S.W.~ W. 
Floe getting harder. 4.45. encamped. Cape Walkcr S. by W. ~ W.; N.W. 
point Griffith's Island N.E. ~ E. 

On the ice. 
Ohserved mer. 0 art. hor. 74° 00' 30" Sun's hearing - 330° 
Indf'x corr. -:12 Compass error - -40' 

Lat. 74 31 20 N. Variation - 149° 20' W. 

Found the ice vibrating too much to obtain observations. 

FOURTH MARCH. 

On march, 9th. 
8' S.W. 
At lunch, ~h. 
Encamped, 1-1~h. 

P.M. 7.30. Started, steering by seals laying at their holes. Midnight, Calm, O. c.m.f. 
observed a bear. Ther. +20°. 

On march, 9~ hours, 12 miles. 

Saturday, Ma.1j 3Ist.-I.30. Halted for luncheon. 2. started. 3. lost At lunch, tho 
Encamped, ISh. 

sight of land. 5.30. encamped. Calm, o.f. 

On the ice. 
Observed mer. alt. art. hoI'. 74° 32' 45" Sun's bearing 329° 
Index corr. - 22 Compass error - 40' 

Lat. 74 2:3 .')9 N. Variation - 148°20' W. 

FIFTH MARCH. 

P.M. 6.30. Started. Great many seals upon the floe. Midnight, calm. Calm, O. C.m.s. 

Thick weather, and no land in sight. ~~e~a;c~~~'o hours, 12 mile •• 

Sunda,1j, June lst.-I. Halted for lunch. 1.45. started. 3. Weather At lunch,1h. Encamped, 13th. 
cleared. Observed the land about Cape \Valker. 5.45. enca~ped. S. W. Ther. + GSo in tent. 

end of Lowther N .. ~ W. 
On the ict'. 

Observed Iller. alt. 0 art. hor. 75° 2' 00" Sun's bearing 337° 
Index corr. + J 5 Compass error - - 40' 

Lat. 74 17 25 N. Variation - 156° 20' W. 

Cape Walker bearing 333°. Land to southward of it just open. 

SIXTH MARCH. 

P.M. 7.30. Started. Made sail. Great many seals upon the floe. Ob
served a fox, which for some time we had mistaken for a bear, owing to the 
refraction. Midnight, observed a range of hnmmocks running off from 
the land to the N.W. Shut in Cape Walker with the N.W. headland. 
Observed the low coast running to the south-westward. 

Monday, June 2d.-A.M. 1. Halted for lunch. 1.30. started. 2.30. 
arrived at the hummocks. Crossed a ridge of pressed-up young ice, and 
passed over about a mile of old floe, very uneven, and filled up with deep 
snow. Observed five bears. 5.15. arrived at a range of pressed-up young 
Ice. 5.15. encamped. Observed Young Island bearing N.W.; south end 

2. Ii 3 

N.E. S. c.m. 

On march, 9:\- hours, 8J miles. 
Lunch, ~h. 
Ellcamped, 13th. 

Calm, o. {.s. 



Calm,o.f. 
S. 'f. 5. c.m .... 
Thrl'. + 25°. + 28°. 
On march, !i~ hours, IO! R. ,Yo 

hY S. 
,\t lunl'h, ~h. 
Eneampcd. 14h. 

South. 1. c. 
I. h.c. 
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f L tller 'v E by N . tl'e north-western bluff S.E. .\ E. Foundi eYN. o ow ~' ...... ,. . f-' J-

\'ery painful, and two men complaining. Used wme 0 opIUm. . 

SEVENTH }J ARCll. 

1'.~I. 6..1;j. Started. Crossed a range of pres~ed-u~ Joung ice, and 
arrived at a smooth floc. North-western bluff bearmg N .E. by N.; Young 
Island N. \L Found the snow had thawed a good deal round. the tent .. 
Midnight, steering S. ,r. by S. 

Tucsrirl/j .Tllile 3ri.-cUI. 1. Halted for luncheon. 1.43. started to south
\vestward: ' Travelling soft and heavy. 5.:30. encamped. Used wine of 
opium for two men's eyes. 

EIGIrrH )IARl'II. 

P.M. i .30. Started. 11.30. observed ~ oung Island N. ~ E. Mid~light, 
floe getting harder, and better travellmg. Ob~erved the low Island 

On man·h, 9~ 1101Ir.." 

S.,,". hy S. 

N.W. by W. ~ W. Crossed outward track oflast Journey. 
. TYedncsr/rll' JUlle ,1(11.-.\.:'1. 1. Halted for luncheon abreast of a heavy 

9 lU.I., . J' . I . r h b h b . 

i\t lunch, ~h. 
Em'amp~d, ! :~·ih. 

S,mth.o.r. 

S. ,,'. g. C. Jl1. 

Ther. + 200 . 

South, 5. ·c.m. 

maO', of grounded Ice. 1.30. started; struc.;: 111 lor t e eac, 0 • servrng a 
rano-e of~heavy icc ahead, running off from the land to the N. ,1,;. Found 
that they swcpt in to the north-eastward, ~nd reached home to the beach, 
",here sevcral pieces wcre hroken and pmched up on end, and showed 
marks of having been fore.ed along the bot.tom. 5 .. 30. encamped on the 
beach. 1\Icn's eyes much JIlflamed; used wme of opIUm. 

~jghts p.)r. 

For time. 

h. il1. s. 
11 1-l23 

16 ~!) 

I;~ 58 
i 1-:i:TIG 

For Yariatioll ~:2 57 
:2;3 .J.j 

2.J, 9 
25 00 

j:2') 56' DO" 

37 00 
20 15 

(i7 ;30 ()() 

By art. hoI'. <::) 

Ind~x ('orr. =-37" 

67 30 00 Compass COlT. - -lll' 
68 00 00 
69 00 00 
6tl 30 00 

:'Ih'!'. alt. <::) art. hoI'. ,(; 2;3 00 SUIl'S bearing 3430 20' 
Lat. 74° 00' 52" ~. Variation 163° 20' "-. 

Obsen'ations made on the beach. 
LOlwitude 98° 56' 45" W. 
Lati7udt> 7-l 00 ;-''2 :-.:. Errol' and rate of watch shown 
Variation (Azimuth) 166 49 -l3 W. at the end ofth., Journal. 
Ditto, by noon bearing 163 20 00 W. 

The cloudy weathcr prerented my getting a true bearing to the low 
iRland. 

NINTH MARCH. 

P.~I. i. Started along the beach; observed a burgomaster and snow 
bunting, the first seen of the fonner. Shot one brace of the willow par
tridge. tl. Finding that. the heavy ice extended close along the beach, and 
left no openi'ng through which it would be practicable for sledges to strike 
off from the land, placed the boat upon the beach in a conspicuous position, 
bottom up, secured with stones and gravel. Crutches, fearnought, tallow, 
and nails secured inside; her two skulls erected at the bow and stern as a 
beacon. Her position is in longitude 99° IV., and latitude ,:r .59' X b.r 
observations, and about 12 miles from the north-eastern point of the entrance 

On march, lot hour" 15 miles. to the. inlet. 9. proceeded; skirting a deep bay. Midnight, arrircd at the 
At lunch, !h. Opposite beach. 

C:l.hn. 0.1.'.0. 

Thursday, .Tillie :)t!I.-A.~I. 1. Halted for luncheon. 1.30. started; fuund 
snow yery dcep, havi.ng much increased since passing here last journey. ;j. 

observed tW? tents pitched upon the dcpot point. On alTirillg found them 
to be Captam Ommanney's and Lieutenant Osborn's parties, on their retum 
from the south-westward. Delivered provisions, and despatches. 6. ~n· 

'. . camped; gavc to each sledge one day's preserved meats_ Three men wrth 
Iloun~1 the he'.,,,, comp"" '0 SOre eyeS' used ",ine of opium . 
slugrrlsh. that Jt could uot be ~, • 
depe';,ded upon. Rcrci,-edonc P.~I. 6. Got true bearings of opposite point of inlet. Received orders 
from Lieut. Osborn. firom Captal'n On1 t d - . f h . d ti (H.~l\) error ~5' W. " manncy _ 0 procee m executIOn 0 t ose receive ro~ 

Captam AustlD. Determmed to remain here until the morning in order 
h ' ' to rest t e men s eyes. Calm.o.(·.q. 
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Friday, June 6th.-A.M. 2. Captain Ommanney and Lieutenant Osborn 
parted company and proceeded to the north-eastward. Buried seven days 
pl'ovisions, in the same place as formerly.used for Captain Ommanney's 
depOt,-a staff marks the spot, as shown III sketch,-and erected a cairn 
up?n t?e rise of th~ hill,. w~th a bamboo staff, on. which was. secured a painted 
unlO~ Jack. Deposited lllSld~ a potato case c.ylm~er, received fi'om Captain 
Austm, and one from Captam Ommanney, With t~c.kets attached requesting 
n? on~ to open them. ,:ho belon¥ed to this expedl.tlOn. 3. Packed sledge 
With eight days proVISIOns and fuel. Unable durmg our stay to get sio'hts 
for time or variation, or to obtain a view of the low island on account of 
the gloomy weather. 

List of Provisions buried. 

Pemmican 50 lbs. Chocolate 6 lb •. 
Biscuit 49 Potatoes 7 
Ox-c1,,:ek soup 32 Pork 32 

Rum (concentrated), :.! galls. 

l'.~I. obsel'Yations, June 5th, on the beach. 
h. m. S. 

3 7 45 
391 
3 10 00 

11° 49' 00' } Sun's alt. 0 sea horizon. 
II 46 15 Height of eye 10 feet. 
I I 43 45 Index elTor - :37" 

-:03;-;-I-;;:2-a;;c"2O;---~85' 48 0(1 } L From sun's F. L. to opposite 
Compass bearing 20° point of inlet. Object 1pft 

Sun's alt. L.L. 3 14 50 II 30 00 of slIn. 
Truetiearillg'-o(';Pposiie point of inlet~. 1360 26' W. 
Val'iation by true bearing 164° 26' 30" W. 
Lat. 73° 5.')' N. : obtained from mer. alt. 61 H 30 
Corr. 3° 50'+ on April 30, 1851. 

TENTH MARCH • 

Encamped,2IlJours. 

8 hours of which uetaillcd 011 
accouut of men's eyes being 
alfected with inflammation. 

.'1..)1. .3.30. Started to carry out the examination of the inlet. From the Cdlm,o.e.g. 

depot round~d t?e point which sweeps gra~uall.y to S.E. which seems at b~,er~la~C"h~'2' hours, '1 miles. 

present the dU'eehon of the eastern shore of the mlet. Saw two brace of S.£. by S. -

ptarmigan, and a seal. Sent captain of the sledge to try for soundings at ~~,camped, 1:1,1.. 

a seal hole. 6. encamped. Failed in obtaining soundings, having mi,,"cd Tl~::: :;8~·s. 
the hole. 

J lilt(' 6, 1851, on the ice. 
Mel'. alt. 0 art. 1101'. 77° 6' 00" Index COlT. - 37" 
Lat. 73 51 59]\. 

Compass beal'ings taken with Kator's (H. :.!ll.) Erl'Ol'. + 25 W. 

Distant point on w('stern shore of inlet 
To small island 
To cairn on low island 
To point of bay 
Angle between eastern and western point 

entrance to illlet 

ELEVENTH MARCH. 

I:.! 1° 
:j 

~1~7 

:3-!7 

of} 64 

00' 
00 
00 
00 

53 

P.M. Found the snow a good deal thawed round the tent. ,.30. started. 
When about 4 miles from the entrance the coast turns to east, with ,CITra] 
low points jutting out. Following the trend of main land cast, with land 
running parallel to it, and about 1 mile distant. The main land trending' 
to E. by N .. ~ N., and when about 7 miles from where it alters from S.E. 
it turns abruptly to south; and at present we cannot distinguish whether 
we are going down a biO"ht or whether the land on the right hand is an 
island. A rounded hill r:arks the turning of the land to southward at the 
head of the bight. The opposite shore of the inlet sweeps roull(l into a 
bay, and gradually trends to north-eastward. Landed upon the cast shore, 
and found the snow very much thawed and decayed. The soil deep and 
'Yell covered with grass and moss, which to-day was ankle deep in mu~, 
and several small pools. This being the first seen by us this season, It 
caused considerable excitement among the men, who all drank eagerly of 
it and filled everything upon the sledge. 

2. Ii 4 

S.E. L l".m. 
5. m.s. 

TIH:r. + :;1,(;. 
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Saturday, June 7th, 1851:-1.. Halted for lunch~on. 1. 30. started. 
On march, 8 hours, 9 miles E. 2. weather came on very thick with snow; saw dunng the day one bur. 
EAt lunch'd!hl'61 I 0' r gomaster, one frigate bird, four brace of ptarmigan, and several flocks of ncampe, ~ lours, -'II" 0 d . .. fc 
which by thick weather.' phalarope. 3. hauled the sledge upon the Ian m a posItion or obtaining 
S.E. 6. C.m.S. angles or bearings should the weather clear; encamped. 
Ther. +27°. 

South, 6. c.g.s. 
Thcr. + 28°. 

N.\\", 2. ('.~. 
Ther. + 36°. 

Calm.o.f!. 
Ther. + 26°. 

On march 7! hours, 10 miles, 
5 S.S. E., 5 E. by X. 
At lunch, and detained sound. 
ing, 2 hours. 
Encamped, 14h. 

South, S. (".m.s. 
Ther. +86". 
Midnight, + 32°, 

TWELFTH MARCH. 

P.~1. 7. 30. Started; nnable to get any observations. 9. arrived at the 
head of the hight; found the land on the right hand an island, with a number 
of small shoal patches of land between its eastern extremity and the main 
land j while passing through them in the fog, it was difficult to know whether 
we were upon the floe or land, being occasionally obliged to dig through 
the snow to ascertain. 10. cleared the islands, and found the floe good 
travelling; steered S.S.E. for the opposite shore, where the land com. 
menced to run very low with very much snow upon it. Midnight, weather 
commenced to clear; halted, and pitched the tent; began boring to try for 
soundings. 

Snnday, Jlllle 8th.-A.~r. While boring the weather cleared up and 
opened to our view a fine and picturesque country to the E.N.E., the north 
shore terminating in a low point, the south in an abrupt headland about 
twenty miles distant. Between the two there was a large bluff piece ofland, 
which appeared like an island, its northern end terminating in an abrupt 
headland, between which and the low point of north shore there appeared 
to be a clear and open passage. 

Bparings by Kator (H. 211 ; error 25 W.) 
A round hill, so marked on the chart 1740 
13land (cairn) and point in one 68 
Centre low bay 320 

Failed in boring through. the ice, ~avjng gone to the extreme length of 
the augers, seven feet, which occuplCd two hours and a quarter. Saw a 
fox. 2. started, steering for the bluff point. 4. 30. opened on with the 
low point of north shore, an abrupt headland. The south land is very low 
abreast of us, but beyond us it more resembles the land about Cape 
Walker. 5. encamped. The west end of a low and flat island, so marked 
on the chart, on with western entrance of inlet. 

Afternoon Observations, June 8th, on the ice. 

Mer. alt. 0 art. hor. 77° 38' Sun's bearing at ooon 
Index COI:r:- - 37 Compass corr. 

h. m. s. 
12 25 45 

26 55 
32 29 

43° 46' 15" 
43 36 30 } For timt>. 
42 46 15 

348° 20' 
25 W. 

42 43 IS 126 5 30 L /0 and a bluff on north 
--.-r..-;-;;--co;:-~--~cc--=-=-~ _ shore rIght of suo's. 
12 46 25 40 56 30 alt. 0 

Angles from bluff' on N. shore to a round hill - _ 91° 31' 
Ditto to N. point of bold and hi"h land 13 30 
Ditto to S. ditto di~to on with} 

south extreme _ 20 49 

From round hill to west end of inlet on with S. W. end of} 
low and flat island - _ • _ 38 30 

From round hill to point of entrance - - : 27 26 

Position of Station. Results from the sights above. 
Lat. mer. alt. 73° 46' 37" N. 
Long. chron. 98 43 15 W. 
True bearing of bluff' on north shol'e N. 48 58 30 E. 
Variation by tme bearing 160 31 30 W. 

---------------------
THffiTEENTH MARCH • 

. P.)!. 7. Started ~nder sail, steering N.E. by E.; sledge running ahead 
WIth. one man steerlllg ; . found the snow this morning very wet and deep, 
leavlllg a po.ol of water.I~ each footstep; found that the land supposed by 
us to be ~n Island was JOllled to the main by a narrow neck, but the high 
land contmued to run to the eastward beyond it. 
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Monday, June 9tlt.-2 A.~I.· Arrived at the beach, and encamped 
upon the shingle; opened another headland to the northward which was 
on with the low point of the north shore and this land; found close round 
our tent several fresh deer tracks. 2. lunched. 3. started with one man to 
obtain a view from the top of the high land. As we ascended, crossed On march, 6i hours, 14 mile. 

several fresh deer tracks, and opened a fine range of ravines to southward. N.E. by E. . 

F d h I d d b II k b 
6 hou" wlthout sledae 8 mlles' 

< oun t e an we were upon connecte ya sma nec ' a out one mile 23 miles. 0 , • 

across, and this and the high land to southward forming a deep but narrow Encamped,17hours:3hoursof 
. h hI' k . d' . d d d whlCh encamped whlle explor, bIg t; we at er too t HC to gam a Istant vIew; esccn e to the beach, iog the land on foot. 

where we found the bold land to southward terminate abruptly at E. by N., 
and turn round to the southward. Another headland and island on the South, 5. b.c. 

same bearing, but far to the south-eastward. The land of north shore Ther. + 38°. 

appeared to terminate in an abrupt headland about fifteen miles N.N.E., 
which by my dcad reckoning would be about the direction vf Cape 
Walker. The channel between this and the north shore is about ~Ji unles 
across, but with several low patchcs of the land extending from buth 
shores. On rounding the N.E. end of the land, found the remains of some 
depot cases and a cairn containing a despatch from Lieutenant Brown, 
dated May 23d. Noted our visit upon it, and walked back to the tent, 
where we arrived at 9 A.}I. Saw during our walk the tracks of deer, foxes, South,S. b.c. 

and bears, also one brace of ptarmigan. 

On the beach. 

Mel', all. sun's L. L. art. hor. 77' :l'" 1;)" Index error - 15 
Sun's beal'lng - 3-17 00 00 Variation l6(i0 ;)5' w. 

Cloudy weather pre\'ented me getting any other observations. 
Compass bearings by Kator (H. 211.) Error - :25 

Cape Walker 16;;' ao' Lat b" mer. alt. 73° 52' 33" :\. 
Northern bluff 171 J 

FOURTEENTH ~IARCH. 

June 9fh.-P.M. This cvening found the snow upon the floe had 
thawed and softened very much during the day, and sevcral pools of water South,S. c.o. 

had formed npon the land. I therefore considered it would be quitc neccS: Ther. + 37°. 

sary for the safety of the party before leaving the coast to be provided 
with some means of crossing cracks in t he ice, &c. From the depth of the 
snow here, I feared that the weight of the punt left at the depot would be 
found more than we could manage in ollr route to Davy Island, a, in that 
direction I had reason to expcct very uncvcn tra\'elling, both ti'om the view 
I had in that quarter during my rcturn h"t journey, as also the report of 
Mr. Allen respecting it. Taking advantage of our proximity to Cape 
Walker, I directed our route in that direction in order to obtain one of 
Halkett's portable boats; there to be guided by the "tate and appearance 
of the ice in forming my future plan of proceedings. 7h. started, steering 
for Cape Walker; set the sail; found snow very deep and sloppy. Mid-
night, opened the laud running to S.E., off which observed a distant islanll 
to the northward of it. As we neared the oppositc shore the dcpth of 
snow decreased, and the surface of thc floc became covercn ,vith about six On march, 10 hours, 16 mile •. 

inches of water, which, though unpleasant, was good tr:tvclling. 
Tuesd{/y, June IOth.-A.M. 1. l-lultcd for luncheon. I. 30. started. At IUDch, !h. 

. d \i- II h r d Encamped,13ih. 3. arnve at the beach under Cape a ,cr; saw two ares, one lOX, an 
several bears tracks. Found the hills and beach almost bare of snow, and 
the ice inside the hummocks about ankle-deep in water. Found difficulty 
passing the hummocks that had been pressed up on the beach, having to ~~uth, 5. boe. 

haul the sledge over the shingle. Attempted to cross the grounded ice, cr. +35. . 

and reach the floe but an openinO' in the ice about ten fect broad prcvented Observed no ~thcr ealrn but 
,/::) the one mentioned at Calle 

US. 5.30. encamped under the cairn erected by Captain Omlllanney. Walker. 

FIFTEENTH l\I ARCH. 

P.M. From the state of the ice during yestcrday's march, as also the 
great change which had taken place during the last few days, directed our 
course for the depot at Lowther Island, wiJich would complete liS with suffi
cient provisions and fuel to carry out the examination of Davy. Island. 
Dug up one of Halkett's boats, lca\·ing a paper in the cairn, notmg the 
same. 7.30. packed, and started. Unpacked sledge to cross the crack 

2. K k 



(':tIm.o.f. 
Ther. (broken) 
On march 9 hours, 
N. byW. 
At lunch, ~h. 
Encamped, 14h. 

Calm,o.f. 
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outside of hummocks which had closed to about six feet. Sounded in 
three and a half fath~ms. Found the travelling good upon the young floe, 

10 miles the snow baving all melted. Steered S.S.E. i~. Thick fog and calm. 
Sun shining brightly. A beautiful treble fog rambow to south-eastward. 

Wednesday, June llth.-A.M. 1. Halted for luncheon. 1.30. started. 
5. encamped. 

Morning observations, June 11, 1851. Cloudy and mioty. 

h. m. s. 
II 54 13 

55 30 
57 8 

II 59 20 
12 00 9 

2 4 
3 30 
4 25 

__ 1_2_7 15 

Mer. alt. 0 art. hor. 

On the ice. 
" Index error, - 15' 

39 50 00 
40 00 00 
40 13 00 } 

F t· Compass error,25' W. 10r Ime 
art. hor. 0 

240 l;) 00 } 
239 00 00 
242 00 00 For variation. 
239 00 00 
241 00 00 

41 33 30 2nd air. 0 art. hOI'. 

7r 2' 45" Sun's bearing, 3ell n
• 

Afternoon Observations. 
h. m. s. 
12 54 00 
12 55 58 
12 ;,7 30 

20 00 00 alt. 0 sea horizon, dip 6 feet. 
98 12 15 L 1c51.0 KE. end Lowther; ohject right of sun. 
19 47 00 alt. 0 sea hor. 
Compass bearing to -ffE. end Lowther 184°. 

----.-------~----~----------------------------

Lat. mer. alt. 740 19' 35" N. 
Long. chron. 97 55 00 W. 
Val'. by azimuth 164° 33' W. 

Results. 
Tme bearing N.E. point Lowther 
Variation by true bearing 
Variation by noon bearing 

SIXTEENTH MARCH. 

N. 25° 18' 30" E. 
158 41 00 \Y. 
160 35 O() W. 

P.)!. 7. Started, steering S.S.E. (compass.) Crossed a great many bears 
tracks. Travelling good; very few pools upon the ice. 

Thursday, June 12th.-A.~f. 1. crossed a heavy range of grounded hum-
mocks, and halted on the beach for luncheon. 1.30. started towards the 

3. b.r. S.W. . S.W. point of the island, distant half a mile. 1.30. while walking on the 
~~ t~ch, 6 hours, 9 mIles land above the beach, observed a piece of a torn flag fast to piece of stick, 
Encamped, 17. and close to it the top of a depot case showing above the soil. Found that 

the bears had been scraping at it, having destroyed the cairn, but only 
succeeded in loosening the lid of the bread case. Dug up seven days 
provisions and fuel, together with documents from Mr. Allen, Her 
Majesty's Ship" Resolute." Found the bread a good deal damaged by the 
wet. Built a cairn, and encamped. W [lIked to the westward to a point 

S.W. 4. be 
to examine a cairn, in which found a note from :\Ir. Allen, which explained 
the reason of our not finding the flat sledge mentioned in Captain Austin's 
memorandum. 4. returned. Got sights, and turned in. A great many 
brent geese flying over all day. 

Morning observations. Cloudy and misty. 
h. m. s. 0, 
12 16 4 42 52 

18 00 43 7 
19 22 18 
21 8 32 
22 28 el5 

12 25 34 246 00 
27 13 2H 00 
:28 35 245 30 
29 31 245 00 
30 27 246 30 

12 3el 5.5 45 21 

Mer. alt. 0 art. hor. 76° 53' 30" 

15

1 45 

15fFor time. 
30 
00 

Alt. 0 art. hor. 
Indexerror, -15. 

OO} 00 
For Variation. 00 

00 Compass error, 25 ,,'. 

00 

15 Alt. 0 art. hor. 

Sun's bearing, 340°. 

Results from the above. 
Lat. bv mE'r. alt. 
Lang.-by chrtJn. 

i4" 2·3' 15" K Variation azimuth, 1600 59' W. 
97 .57 00 W. ,'ariati()n by noon bearinl!, 1590 35' W. 
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SEVENTEENTH ~ARCH. 

P.M. Deposited a record in the cairn. 7. started; crossed the hummocks 
and steered \V. by N., skirting a heavy range on the right hand. Observed 
the hummocks which run offfrom the S.W. end of Lowther Island gradually 
sweeping in towards the westward of Cape Walker. Crossed them at a 
narrow.place upon a piec~ of heavy old floe, ,:here we foun~ the snow very 
deep With water, over which was heavy and difficult travellmg. Midnight, 
arrived upon a smooth floe. Halted for luncheon. 

Friday, June 13th.-A.:ll. 12.30. started. Weather cleared. Observed 
an island bearing N.N.W. 4.15. encamped close to a range of hummocks. 
South end of Lowther E.S.E. about nine miles. 

EIGHTEENTH MARCH. 

South, 5. f.m. 
On march, Si- hours; 9 milos. 
At IUllch, ~h. 
Encamped, 14,!h. 

South, 2. h.c. 

P.:ll. Weather too thick to get any observations. 7. started, steering South,4.fm. 
west. 8. arrived at and entered the hummocks. Found the travelling 
exceedingly bad; several large pools of water, and the sludge so deep, 
that the sledge was frequently buried above the bearers, and no footing for 
the men. 10. weather very thick. Finding the ice getting worse, and the On march, 3 hours, ~ miles W. 
men unable to aet the sled"'e ahead as well as the continuation of it as far En~amped, 21. hours, 6 of 

b b' . winch from bemg unable to 
as can be seen to the westward, hauled the sledge upon a piece of dry proceed on account of the state 
ic~, and encamped. Midnight, wind fresh from southward, with heavy of the ice. 
ram. 

Saturday, June 14th.-Wind south, heavy rain, and very thick. S.E. S. c.r,m. 

Mer. alt. 0 art. hal'. 76° 58' 45" Index error, - 15. 
Sun's bearing, 340°. Compaos do. ~:; W. 
Latitude, 74° 32' 34" N. Variation, 1590 35' W. 

NINETEENTH MARCH. 

P.M. Unable to get any observations, owing to the thick weather, 
7. cloudy, but weather inclined to clear up. Left two men with the tent. 
and started with the rest to the westward, carrying our luncheon, in hopes \v.s.w.1. c. 

of gaining a view or reaching Davy Island. After travelling to the west-
ward about two and a half miles, it became so bad that we were frequently 
obliged to help one another out, some places being covered with a crust of 
snow, through which we sunk into water oyer our sea-boots. From the top On march. 4 hours. 
of the highest hummock gained a view of Young and Garrett Islands; but 2t' w .. c,' E.; 5' in all. 

nothing seen but very heavy ice to the westward. Weather carne on thick Encamped, 20 hours. 
with rain; retraced our steps, arriving at the tent at 11 P.}l. very wet and South, 3. c.r.m. 
tired. Midnight, lunched and turncd in. Heavy rain. 

Sundap, June 15th.-A.M. Cloudy weather prevented me getting any South,!. c.r.ro. 
observations for time, &c. &c. 

On the Ice. 

Obs. mer. alt. 0 art. hor. 77° 6' 00" Index carr. - 15. 
Sun's bearing, 339° 00' Compass corr. - 25 W. 
Latitude, 74° 31' 31" N. Variation, 158° 35' W. 

S. W. end of Lowther 262° 30' 
N W. ditto 227 30 
Garrett Island 167 30 

TWENTIETH MARCH. 

P.M. Packed, and started to the eastward, not having been able to get South, 2. C''l.o. 
any observations or obtain a view of Davy Island, although by our 
dead reckoning and bem'ings we had been within three miles of its position . 

h h . b b . On march, 8 hours; 7l11111c< 
on t e c art, and upon the same parallel of latItude . y 0 servatlOn. E. by s. 
Sludge and water too deep to drao- the sledo-e through, haVIng sunk below At lunch. !h. 
h b oo . d h If f Encamped, 16h. t e earers, and crew unable to move her. Unloaded, and carne a 0 

the cargo to a smooth floe about U, miles to the eastward. 10. got sledge 
clear, loaded, and made sail upon a~ smooth floe. 

Monday, June 16tlz.-A.M. 12. 30. Halted at the edge of a range of 
hummocks. Lunched. 1. started. 2. 30. cleared hummocks. 3. hauled West, 3. c.o. 
sledge upon some dry snow and encamped. 

2. K k 2 



Calm,o.q. 
00 march, 9 houri. 
4, E. by S. } 9 '1 
5, E.N.E. ml CS. 

At lunch, ~h. 
Encamped, 14th. 

South, 6, (', .... 

South, G. c.q. 

On maTch, 9! hours; 15 miles. 
I .. uDeh, ~h. 
Encamped, HI!, 

South, I:i ('.q.r. 

South, 7. c.q.r 
On mar('h, 12!h ; 17 mile". 
At lunch, tho 

Calm. v.h,c. 
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TWENTY-FIRST MARCH. 

7 P.M. Started, made sail. While rounding th: S.W. end of Lowther 
Island one mile off shore, crossed five cracks runnmg off to the south-east
ward, ~bout four feet broad, with narrower cracks running off from them in 
different directions. The ice varied in thickness from four to five feet. 
Tried for soundings; no bottom with twenty-five fathoms, the lead being 
carried away by the very strong current to the eastward. ~he surface of 
the water covered with whale spawn; collected a bottle of It. Midnight, 
halted for luncheon. Saw a bear. 

Tuesday, June lith.-A.M. Travelling good; less water upon the floe. 
Crossed four cracks extending to S.E., open about four feet. Ice two feet 
thick. 4.30. observed land ahead, and Brown Island to north-ea,tward. 

TWENTY-SECOND MARCH. 

i P.M. Started under sail, steering S.W. ~ S. 8. 30. arrived at a 
patch of very heavily pressed-up ice about a quarter of a mile across, with 
a smooth floe up to the edge, which appears as if it were caused by a shoal. 
Observed a crack running off to the E.S. E., in which we sounded at 500 
paces fi'om the hummocks, in 1.5~ fathoms. Reduced our depth as we 
approached the hummocks to 1l~, lOi, and i close to the edge of them. 
A slight current running to northward. (Position marked on chart as per 
bearings.) 

Bearings taken at the edge of shoal. 

N. W. point Griffith's S. W. t s. } 
S.E. end Lowther N.E. t E. Taken by travelling 
l'J. hill on Lowther E. t S. compass, West (No.6.) 
Brown Island S. ! W. 
Cape Walker N. t W. 

Saw a loom. Run sledge across the crack and proceeded. Midnight, 
good travelling. 

nrerlnesday, JUlie 18th.-A.M. Sledge running ahead under sail, with one 
man to steer. I. halted for luncheon. 1. 30. started, very good travel
ling; floe dry. 5. encamped, N.W. point of Griffith's Island S.W. ~ S. 

TWENTY-THIRD MARCIl. 

P.M. Heavy rain. 7. started; found the floe covered with water. 
11. 30. arrived at the edge of a range of hummocks, crossed them, and 
followed on our old track. Water very deep among the hummocks. 
12.30. cleared them. Passed a bear's head. Halted, and lunched. 

Thursday, .lillie 19th.-A.III. 1. Started on the old floe; found travelling 
verJ: deep and wet. 2. travelling so deep that the men could get no 
footIng, or make any progress with the sledge, it being buried above the 
bearers. Men w.et through, a~d no place where we could encamp. Hauled 
sledge upon a piece of hard Ice. Lashed up every thing taut; hoisted 
the fI~g; buckled on knapsacks, and started on foot for the ships. 
-1. arnved at the beach under the N.W. bluff of Griffith's Island. Issued 
an allowance of grog. Crosse~ over the point, and sighted the ships at 6. 
Struck out across the floe, leaVIng two men to assist William Mitchell, who 
complaIned oflumbago. Found the water deep all the way in. 8. arrived 
on board the ship. 



Marches. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
8 

9 

10 
11 

12 
13 

14 
15 
16 

17 
18 

19 
20 
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TRAVELLING ABSTRACT between the 28th of May and 19th of June. 

Hours 
on 

March. 

81 
2 

10 

7l 
12~ 
10 
9 
6 

8.i! 
4 

3 

4 
8 

Distance 
done. 

Mile •. 
10 

9 

8 

12 

12 

8! 

10 

9 

15 

4 
9 

10 
23 

16 
10 
9 

9 

Encamped 
for Rest and 
Cooking, &c. 

Hours. 
14t 

14! 

13 

13! 

1st 
H 

13t 
13 

13i-
14 

14 
14 

13~ 
14 
14 

a! 
14 

20 
H 

At 
Lunch. 

Hours. 
1 

! 
J 
"2 

~ 
2 

! 
t 

l 

i 

Remarks. 

Reached depot on S.W. coast, 
JUIlJl 5th, 1851. Ninth march. 

Reached Cape Walker vii( South 
coast of that island, JUDe 10th, 
1851. Fourteenth march. 

Reached Lowther Island depot, 
June 12th. Sixteenth march. 

Reached the ship June 19th, 1851. 
Twenty·third march. 

Eight hours detained guarding 
against snow blindness. 

Two and a half hours encamped 
from thick weather. 

Three hours encamped while ex
ploring land Oil foot. 

Three hours provisioning from 
depot at Lowther. 

Six hours detained bv the state of 
the ice. . 

Encamped two hours earlier than 
usual, seeing no dry spot within 
our reach. 

21 9 9 at t 
22 9t 15 14 } 

2 12[ 17 {arrived} [ 
__ 3_1 __ ~ on boar~ "2 

23 I 196! 238! 3 lOt 9il Totals. 

Distance travelled in a direct line, 220 miles. 
Mean rate of'travelling per day out to depot on S.W. coast 10' 4 miles. 

Ditto exploring channel to Cape Walker - 12' 4 " 
Ditto Cape Walker to Lowther Island and 

in search of Davy bland 
Ditto during journey 

Chronometer used during the Journey, Arnold, No. 137. 
Error at starting on 25th May, Slow 2m. 47s. 2.''' 
Gaining daily 4"'. 

9' 3 " 
- 10' 3 " 

Error found by comparison at returning on June 19th. 1851, with ship's 
chronometer~, Slow 6m. 228. 2"'. 

In long. 95° 18' W. 
Used as its daily rate in working out the foregoing observation, losing 8" 6"'. 

REMARKS UPON TRAVELLING, &c. 

Found our allowance of pemmican (llb. per day) too much. Consider 
10 ounces would be ample; and in case of being cut off from the ship 
woul.d. still ensure having enough spare to last several days after other 
prOVIsIons were expended. 

During this journey found seven gills of concentrated rum ample for 
fuel. For the last twelve days, when we did not require to melt snow, 
found five sufficient. 

Should preserved meats be used, llb. would be sufficient if a part of 
the journey was made up with 10 oz. of pemmican. But if solely on 
preserved meat 1 Mils. would be requisite. 
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Found ~i oz. of bread dust better suited to travelling purposes than same 
,,·eight of~preserved potato. 

Leather boots a great comfort on wet ground, canvass requiring con. 
stant repair. . 

Two pairs of stockings ?r ."Tappers, a!Id one pair bo.ot hose, would not 
be too much for crews of bmlted sledge, If wet ground .IS to be expected. 

We found the want very much of a waterproof casmg to protect the 
baggage from water or splashings. 

(Signed) G. F. MECHAM, 

Lieutenant commanding. 

Lieutenant MECHAM to Captain AUSTIN. 
Her l\Iajesty's Ship" Assistance," Winter Quarters, 

Sir, June 30th 1851. 

I have the honour to inclose a journal of my proceedings, and track 
chart of my route, while carrying out your orders of the 26th ultimo. I 
proceeded on the night of the 27th )Iay, with twenty-five days provisions, 
and a boat, making a direct course for the south-west coast, on which I 
landed in 7-1e X, longitude 98° 56' \V., on June 4th. Finding here the 
commencement of a heavy range of hummocks close in upon the beach, 
through which sledges would not pass, I landed the boat in a conspicuous 
position, erected a beacon with her sculls, and proceeded to the south-west
ward, arriving at the depot point on June 5th, where I found Captain 
Ommanneyand Lieutenant Osborn's parties encamped. Delivered to them 
despatches, &c. Captain Ommanney not requiring my service, directed me 
to proceed in execution of your orders. Buried seven days provisions, and 
erected a cairn, depositing in it the cylinder, and a document from Captain 
Ommanney. Proceeded up the inlet, when after two marches found it 
turned to the north-eastward, and assumed the form of a channel in that 
direction. Our third march brought us to the opening, where we found 
the north shore trended to the northward, joining Cape Walker, and 
forming an island of that part of the land. Found a cairn about four miles 
from our encampment, containing a despatch from Lieutenant Brown, dated 
2:3d. A great change having taken place in the state of the ice during the 
last three days, and fearing the boat would be found too heavy to carry in 
searching Davy Island, proceeded to Cape Walker to obtain one of 
Halkett's. A wry rapid thaw having taken place, induced me to abandon 
any further operations upon the coast, and to complete my provisions at 
Lowther depot, in order to carry out the examination of Davy Island. 
I regretted doing so without having carried out the execution of your 
orders, as also of leaving provisions upon the coast; but from the 
appearance of the ice and rapid thaw which had taken place within 
so short a time, as also being aware that the coast around the depot 
had been astron~mically fixed by Captain Ommanney, I considered that 
immediate operatIOns would be the only means of succeeding in reaching 
Davy Island. Arrived at Lowther Island depot on the 12th, which we 
found safe, although it had not escaped the vigilance of the bears, who had 
partly opened the bread case, and allowed the wet to damao-e the contents. 
Proceeded to the westward ~l1ltil the 14th, when the travelling became so 
bad that further pro~r~ss With th~ sledge was impossible. On the 15th 
reached on fo~t to wlthm th.ree n;tIles of the positions of Davy Island, but 
could see nothmg but a contmuatlOn of heavy ice to the westward, although 
Garrett and ~~ung Islands.were plainly seen. Waited until next day in 
hopes. of obtammg observatIOns, b~t on failing to do so, retraced our s~ps 
and directed our route fo: the ships: Crossed several openings in the Ice 
off Lowther Island, ~nd m one obtamed soundings near a patch of shoal 
water. On the mornmg of the 19th, finding the crew unable to drag the 
sledge through. the snow, whi~h had thawed very much by a recent 
heavy fall of ram, and there bemg no place fit for encamping, left the 
sledge and proceeded across Griffith's Island for the ships where we 
arrived at 8 A.~l. on that day. . ' 

I regret that th.e almost constant thick weather since our departure bas 
prevented my laymg down the land to the southward to my satisfactioD, 
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and that the sameness of the land has prevented my making more interest

ing sketches; but with the assurance that every opP?rtuuity of so doing 

was taken advantage of, I hope that my proccedlllgs w1ll meet your satis

faction. 
I feel it my duty, before closing this, to acquaint you of the good 

conduct of the men during the journey, who bchaved with the same 

willingness and .obedience as di spla'yed during last j ourncy. 

Since our arnval, I proceeded wIth a party to the sledge, and succeeded 

in bringing it ill in safety on the 27th instant. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) G . F. MECHAM, 

Lieutenant. 

[7 days pTovisions ow·ied. ] 

Cairn ' Tccted in lat. 73° 55' N ., 101lg. 99° J O', contllining an Erpedition cylind"r. 

P osition cif a boat deposited on the S. W. cMstfrom Cape IrallIe7', in lat. 73° 59' N ., 

10":1 99° no' W. 

A round hill, taltenfrom encampment, 7th Jane 1851. E xplorill!J tlie inlet. 
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Elltran ce to cltanl1el between COlle Wal1ler ol1d [mid to soutllward. 
Bearing N.E. 15 miles. 

Land to southw ard of entrance to cltannel. 

Cape Wailier beari"g S. y E. about 12 miles. 

Soutlt end of L owtlter Island bearing N. by E. 10 miles. 

Captain AUSTIN to Lieutenant G. F. MECHAM, Her Majesty's Ship 
" Assi stance." 

H er Majesty's Ship" Resolute, " between Cornwallis Sir, and Griffith I slands, 6th August 1851. I have received your letter of the 30th ultimo, and its enclosure, the journal of your proceedings between the 27th of May and the 19th. of June last, which has afforded me much satisfaction; the manner in whIch you have performed the service entrusted to you has my full approbation. Under the circumstances, I approve of your having relinquished the search for Davy Island. 
I am much plcased with the favourable account you are able to give of the conduct of' your crew, which has been made knO\'ill to them. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO AUS!rN, 

CaptalD, &c. 

Enclosure 24 of No. 11 of 1851. 
Captain AUSTIN to Mr. MAY, Mate. 

By Horatio T. Austin, Esquire, C.B., Captain of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Resolute," and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas. 

In order to the entire completion of the search west of our position, ~ou are hereby directed to take uuder your commallu the officer and lour men hereafter named, provisioned and equipped for five days, aed, when ready, proceed to make a most minute and careful examination for traces of the missing ships off the western shore of Griffith's Island, between the south-east and north-east extremes. 
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You will also notice the state of the ice to the westward, as far a's you 
are able to see. 

You will make preparation to enable the provisions and articles of 
equipment being carried at the backs of the men, should such become 
necessary . 

. Y?U will m~ke, for trans~ission to me, s~etches o.f such points as are 
wlthm your View, and obtam a few geological specimens for the public 
collection, as will also the officer accompanying you. 

You will dep,osit a record and erect a small cairn each day near your 
encampment. 

You will keep a journal of your proceedings and a track of your route 
for transmission to me, and direct the officer under your command to d~ 
the same. 

Given under my hand, on board Her M a:jesty's Ship" Resolute," at Winter 
Quarters between Cape Martyr and Griffith Island, the 25th June 1851. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 

The OFFICER and FOUR MEN referred to. 

Mr. Charles Markham, midshipman 
James Beams, boatswain's mate 
William Lowrie, A.B. 
William Ward, A.S. 
Thomas Wilson, A.B. 

- H. l\I. Ship" Assistance." 

= } H. ;\1. Ship" Resolute." 

- H. M. Ship" AEsistance." 

JOURNAL of Mr. May's Proceedings round Griffith's Island. 

Names. Ages. Ronk. 

MI'. W. May 21 Mate. 
Mr. C. Markham 21 Midshipman. 
James Beames 28 Boatswain's mate. 
William Ward 27 A.B. 
James Laurie 25 A.B. 
Thomas Wilson 30 A.B. 

FIRST JOURNEY. 
Thursday, 26th June 18.51.-8h. 15m. left the ship ,,,ith Mr. Markham 

and a party of four men, for the purpose of examining the southern and 
western shores of Griffith's Island. 

Equipped for five days, with two handbarrows made of canvass, sup
ported between two pikes, for carrying the provisions. 

These were placed in the punt, to prevent their getting wet, and dragged 
on shore. 

The handbarrows were then packed, and at 9h. 20m. I'.~[. we proceeded 
along the beach to the southward. 

12h. stopped for half an hour for lunch. 
2h. 30m. A.M. encamped under a high cliff (the S.E. point of the island), Tim, ,ravelling. Gh. 15m. 

where we shot fifteen dovekies. Off this point there was a crack about 
four to six feet broad, which evidently appears to have brought the birds Distance made goorl, til miles. 
to this part of the island. They were very numerous, but wild. 

SECOND JOURNEY. 
Friday, 27th June.--FindinO" it inconvenient to carry the birds shot Time in t""" ":Jh . iSm. 

d '" , ( b Started at !!h . .J')IIJ. yester aJ:' Mr. Markham and myself walked to Mr. Allen s tent a reast W.ather fill<. 

of the ShipS, on Griffith's Island), and left them there. 
We t,hen returned to our encampment, and at 2h. 4.5m. A.M. proceeded 

011 our Journey. 
At the S.E. point of the island there has been a curious land slip_. I 

passe~ over .some l~rge masses of rock on this slip from twenty to thIrty 
feet high, With a nch moss covering the ground between the rocks. The 
whole slip extended over a surface of about 300 yards, and some of the 
rocks were nearly in the water. 
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Time tr" Ycllil1~, .5 h. 
Distance made: hUod . 7 mil l''' ' 
j ':m'l\mp N al 711 . 4Sm . .\ . ~1. 

rill' in l C!nt , I : h. ~Om . 
~t~rll"d at ~h I Sm. 1'. ~1. 

" r;:ather misty. 
Time t ravell ing, 7h. 15m. 
j)istancc made good. S mile,,; . 
J':ncanlped at 'Ih. 30m. A .. \I . 

rime in tent, 16h . 45m . 
~tarted at 9h. I ,jm . r. ~t . 

W cat h er fi ne, 
Time tran·l1ing. Ih . :lOm. 
Jl i"t;loce marie gooti . 4 mile", 
E ocJm pcd at I h. 4 .1111. A . :'I I . 

Tunc io {l' nt, ':! tho 30m. 
~ (d.rten :t.l lh. 15m. " . af. 

t 26&. ) 

At 40. A.M. we arrived at the depot deposited by the" Assistance .. 
autumn and found it in ' a state of good preservation. Here, in a s_ 
lake, I ~hot a brent goose, and saw several birds in a crack in the ftOt 
extending to the S.E. 

Close to the depot we found the remains of an Esquimaux encampment, 
but in a very imperfect state. 

At 5h. A.M. we came to a ravine, whic~ we fOUl~d very difficult to cros~. 
but succeeded in doing so without gettmg an~thmg wet. :\f~er crossing 
the ravine we saw a bear on the land, but he did not come wlthlD gunshot. 

ib. 45~. A.M. encamped close to the S.W. point of the island, having 
gone about eight miles. , . 

N.B.-There appears to have been a heavy pressure on thIs pomt. 

THIRD JOURNEY. 

Sniurda,lj, 28th June.- 7h. P .M. had breakfast . . . 
Started at 9h. 15m. P .M., and procceded round the S.W. pomt. 
After having passed this point, we came to a long plain quite barren, 

with the exception of a few patches of moss where some an imal had died. 
A t the western end of the plain, we found another Esquimaux encampment, 
in the same state as the last, except one hut, which stood by itself; the 
walls were perfect, but the roof had fallen in, 

Several flocks of ducks passed us thi s day, and I saw a large crack in 
the floe extending to the westward. A bout a mile fi'om the shore the 
weather wa s misty. Cape Walker and Bunny in sigbt. 

12h. 30m. stopped for half an hour for lunch. 
4h. 30m. encamped, having gone about ten miles. 

FOURTH JOURNEY. 

S ltJ1da.y, 29th June.-8b. had breakfast. 
Started at 9h. 15m. P.M. Mr. Markham and m,Yselfwent about a mile 

and a half in shore, and passed a small lake towards midnight. We again 
took to the beach, and found a curious Esquimaux encampment close to 
another lake, where we encamped at Ih. 4501. A.M., having gone about six 
miles. Tbe road this day was bad, and a g reat deal of the land was 
covered with snow. 

Mr. Markham found at this encam pment what appeared to be the 
top of a whalebone spear, and a part of a runner of' a sledge, also made 
of bone. 

Several flock s of ducks and brent geese passed us, all goinO' towards the 
north end of the island. -=> 

ES'luimaux Encampment. 

FIFTH JOURNEY. 

T uesdo,lj, l si Jlt(I/.- Started at lh. 15m. A.M. , and proceeded towards the 
N . W. point of th.e isl3,nd. Having rounded a p :Jint about three miles to 
t he westward of It, we came to a harbour, which J ordered the meo to 
cross with their handbarrows. This they easily accomplished, the ice 
being hard. . 

1\1 r. Mark~am and mJ.'self went a short di stance up the harbour; then 
ascended a hIli, from whIch we had a bird's-eye view of it. 

I t trended first to the eastward about one mile and a half, and then 
turned up to the N.E. about two miles. We then crossed , and at the 
further end of it there was a small stream l'UnninO' into it fro:n the adjoin· 
ing ravine~. The sic..les were marshy, and cov;red with a quantity of 
grass and rich moss, where I shot a brace of ptarmigan and a brent goose. 
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9h. A.M. encamped about three miles to the eastward of the N. W. point, 
having gone about eight miles. 

We saw this day a great many ducks and geese. 

N . E. PJ 

SIXTH JOURNEY. 

HARBOURS MILES 
WEST OF 

N.W. POINT 

BAY 2 MILES WEST or N . E. POINT 

~POT Wlllltl,,,a 

ellt"S"ursA"a 

'Veather ti nco 
Time traxdling, i ll . <1 5m. 
Distance maul: good, i miles. 
Encamped at 911. • . )1 . 

JlVednesdny, 2d July .-Before breakfast I went down to the point :\ 'I:;mo in lenl , 191.. :30",. 

(see rough plan), and Beames went to the point B, where I could see a ~tao·ted a T ; h . .JOm . •. ". 

great many ducks sitting on the water inside the point. The ducks on 
seeing him immediately rose, and came to the point on which I was con-
cealed. In this manner I shot five ducks. I then went to the small bay at 
point B, and discovered a great many ducks nests, but no eggs. 

2h. 30m. had breakfast. 
4h. 30m. A.M. started, and proceeded over the N.E. point for the ships. Weatloe .. I;n<. 

Arrl\Tcc.l on IJoard;\l Juh . I :hu . 
9h. 15m. arrived at Mr. Allen's tent, placed the things in the punt to .UT. 

urag them through the water on the floe inside of the" Intrepid ;" then ]);' laI1C< ",ad" ~ond , 5 m;I " . 

took the handbarrows, and arrived on board at lOh. A.M. 

I must conclude by adding that the men behaved remarkably well, and 
that they preferred the handbarrow to the knapsacks. 

I have, &c. 
WALTER WILLIAM MAY. 

Total Number of Hours Total Dislaurc 

Encamped. Travelled. . Gone. Made good . 

98h. 25m. 36h.30m. 45! miles. 37t miles. 
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First March. 
Di5bocc tl'aveUed, 7 miles. 
HOUR, 4. 
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BIRDS SHOT. 

6 Ducks. 
'2 ilrent geese. 

I5 Dovekies. 
3 Ptarmigan. 
2 Phalarope. 

Total number - 28 

S.E. Point. 

TRACK: 

Of P FlOCCEDINC5 ROUND 

CRIFFITH 

ISLAND 

JOURNAL of Mr. MARKHAM'S Proceedings round Griffith's Island . . 

Mr. MARKHAM to Mr. M AY. 
Sir, H.M. Ship" Assistance," 3d July 185], 

I~ pursuance of your order, I have the honour to forward you the fol· 
lowmg copy of my journal, from the 26th June to the 2d of July. 

Thu1"Sday, 26th J une.-Sh . 30m. P.M. joined Mr. May and party of 4 
men, a~d landed on Griffi th I sle, starting with 2 handbarrows for the 
S.E. pomt, at 9h. P.M. At 120. had luncheon. 

F ,:iday, 27~h J une.-lh. A.lIf. arrived at the S.E. point, whi~h is a per-. 
p~ndicula~ cliff about 500 feet high, mth an extensive landshp of huge 
pIeces of lImestone ( some of them 20 or 30 feet high), which block up the 
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. beach. . Amongst the~ the moss and pu.rple and yellow saxifrages grow 
very thIckly. The cliff was covered with dovekies (uria grylle) and 
fulmar petrel (procellaria glacialis). 14 of the former were shot' 1 of 
them in a lane of water about 8 feet broad, near the beach. Finding ~early 
all our powder and shot expcnded, Mr. May and I returned to Mr. Allen's 
tent, and having obtained more, returned to the tent by Ih. A.~I. 

Saturday, 28th ~llne.-2h. 45m. A.III. st~rted, aud. passing through the Second March. 

masses of rock whIch compose the landshp, we arrIved at the depot on Distance travelled, 6 miles. 

the south point,. and Mr. May shot a. brent goos~ (anser torquatus) on a Hours, .'1. 

large pool n.eal' It. About half a mIle beyond It IS a very broad ravine, 
where a rapid stream rushes down among the hummocks on the beach. ", e 
saw near this place a bear, a raven, and a flock of brent geese. Encamped 
under the S.W. point of Griffith Isle, which is a bold clift: at 7h. 2.5m .. Ul. 

There is a crack running from ncar the S. point of the island towards 
Cape Bunning, where with a glass we could see several seals, and on this 
part of the island there has been a very heavy pressure. 

9h. P.M. started, and after passing the S. W. point the cliffs recedc for 
about 2 miles from the beach, and a broad barren plain slopes down from 
them. Through the centrc of it, a large ravine, still filled up with snow, 
runs down to the sea. 

Passing the ravine we stoppc(l by a pool of water near the beach, and 
had luncheon. Weather \'Cl'} hazy. 

Sunday, 29th JUlle.-lh. passing the luncheon place the cliffs entirely 
disappear, and the low land slopes gradually inland as far as visible. Some 
distance on the floe we saw a large flock of eider duck (anas mollissima). 

We encamped on an uninviting spot, near the beach, at 7h. 30m. A.~I. 
8h. P.M. started. Weather clearing up a little. Cape \\' alker and Lowther 
Isle in sight. 'Valking over low barren hills, with an occasional ravine, we 
came in sight of the N.W. bluff, at about midnight. Saw also Lowther 
Isle, Garrett Isle, Somerville and Browne Isles (in one), and Cornwallis 
Isle. Encamped near the chain of lagoons close to the beach, and had 
luncheon. 

Third ilIarch. 
Distance travelled, 8 mile~. 
Hours, lOt. 

Monday, 30th June.-Along the shore of one of the above-mentioned Fourth ~Iarch. 
lagoons there are the remains of 4 Esquimaux huts, 1 being a paraJJelo. fl~~::'C: travelled, 3 mile<. 

gram 6 feet long by 4, and the other 3, formed by stones placed in a ' . 
circle, with many bones of birds, &c. in and around them. In one of these 
I found a part of a runner of a sledge, made of whalebone, with 1 nail of 
the same material, and 2 nail holes in it. Near the depbt also there are 
the remains of 2 Esquimaux huts, with many oones of animals, and a fire-
place made of 4 upright stones, with bones and 11I0SS in it. There was 
also another hut on the plain beyond the S.W. point. 

Considering it advisable thoroughly to examine the Esquimaux remains, 
we remained encamped for the rest of the day. 

Tuesdny, 1st July.-lh. 25m. started, and passing a low point arrived on. Fifth ~rarch .. 
the shores of a deep inlet, with the N. W. bluff about 5 miles on the other ~~s~~~~: ~;v;lil~~;e~mde,. 
side of it. Here was a parallelogram of stones, 9 feet long by 5, evidently 
Esquimaux remains. 

The inlet runs up about I! miles, and then turning sharp to the N.E. runs 
up for about 2 miles. The hills on the south side are steep, but on the north 
they recede, and there is a plain covered with gras~, moss, purple and 
yellow saxifrage, and dwarf willow. Saw here a flock of brent geese. A 
broad plain stretches from the hills to the N. W. bluff, intersected by 
several ravines, with rapid streams running throngh them. 

Passing over the N. W. bluff, we encamped on the edge of the bay 
beyond, at 9h. A.M. Mr. May shot to.day [j ducks, a brent goose, a phala
rope, and 2 ptarmigan, a gull, and an Arctic tern. 

Wednesdn.1J, 2d Ju{y.-4h. 30m. started, and passing several salt ~agoons. Sixth U.rch .. 

on the beach, crossed the low north point of the isle, and arrIved at ~~!:~~ ~;:lf:~ie~.mdes. 
Mr. Allen's tent by 9h. A.M 

2. L I 3 
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The cliff's on tile E. coast and the N.W. bluff appear to be mOllt plentiful 
in geological specimens. 

I have, &c. 
( Siglled) CLEMENTS MAJUUI4N, 

Midshillman. 

Captam AUSTIN to Mr. WILLIAM MAY, Mate of Her Majesty'. Ship 
" Resolute." 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," between Cape Martyr 
Sir and Griffith Island, 6th August 186J. 

I hav~ to acknowledge the receipt. of the jo~~al of your proceedings 
" in searching for traces of the nllssmg ExpedItion, the western shore of 
" Griffith Island between the south-east and north-east extremes." 

The manner in which you performed that service, and your report 
thereon, entitles you to my full approbation. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) H. T. AUSTIN, 
. Captain, &c. 

Enclosure 25 of No. 11 of 1851. 

Captain AUSTIN to Mr. FREDERICK JOHN KRABBE, Second Master of Her 
Majesty's Ship" Assistance," in command of the Sledge" Edward Riddle." 

By Horatio T. Austin, Esquire, C. B., Captain of Her Majesty's 
Ship " Resolute," and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic 
Seas. 

Considering it expedient that the party under Lieutenant Browne, from 
which no account has been received since it proceeded to the southward 
and eastward from Cape Walker, should be met as soon as practicable in 
its return to the opposite shore in the neighbourhood of Cape Walker; 
that observations should be made for fixing that headland, both astrono
mically and relatively with Griffith Island; that the variation of the 
compass should be determined; and that the depth of water near the shore 
should be ascertained, as far as our means and the state of the ice will 
admit; looking to your intelligence and general fitness for this service, and 
relying upon your zeal and watchfulness, you have been selected for it. 

You will therefore take under your command the six men hereafter 
named, provisioned and equipped for 1H days, with one runner sledge, and 
some additional articles to refresh the returning party, and as soon as in 
e\'ery respect complete and ready proceed to cross the· strait in execution 
of that service accordingly. 

Should Lieutenant Browne upon his arrival not require your assistance, 
and there be anything remaining desirable to be accomplished at Cape 
Walker, you will be at liberty to stay for that purpose so long as your 
resources admit. 

Your attention is directed to the "Admiralty Manual of Scientific 
Inquiry," with the view to your being enabled to make all observations 
and collections that may prove useful; all of which, with the data from 
which the observations will have been deduced, are to be transmitted 
to me. 

You will build a cairn at the most convenient and conspicuous part of 
Cape Walker, and deposit there the enclosed record. 
. You wil~ k.eep a journal of your proceedings, and a track of your route, 

for tramnnSSlOn to me as soon as convenient after your return. 
I remind you that every care is necessary to preserve the health of the 

people, and to guard against snow blindness . 
. ~iven under my hand on board Her Majesty's ship" Resolute," at 

\\ mter Quarters between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, the 19th of May 
\-::51. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 
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The SIX MEN referred to. 

Thomas Barker, serjeant, R.M., 1 
Thomas Johnstone, private, R.M., H M Sh' "A' " 
William Simmonds, ship's cook, J" Ip SSlstance. 
Thomas Northhouse, A.B. 
Thomas Morgan, corporal, R.M.A., } H M St T d "I 'd" 
Charles Beal, private, R.M. . . eam en er ntrepl. 

F. J. KRABB!!:, Second Master of Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," to 
Captain AUSTIN. 

. Her Majesty's Ship" As,istance," wintering between Griffith's 
SU', and Cornwallis Islands, 7th June 1851. 

I have the honour to report to you, that, in compliance with your orders 
ofthe 19th ultimo, I proceeded the next day with the sledge party under 
my command towards Cape Walker, at which place I arrived early in the 
morning of the 25th. 

At 11 h. 1'.31. of the 24th I met Lieutenant Browne and his party, 
coming out from under the cape; and having the satisfaction of finding 
them all well, and requiring no aid from me, I proceeded in the further 
execution of your orders. 

I have obtained observations which will, I trust, satisfactorily give the 
position of Cape Walker and the adjacent land, both astronomically and 
relatively with Griffith's and other islands; but much regret that the 
almost constant thick weather during my stay considerably curtailed the 
work I had hoped to have performed. The variation of the compass 
has been determined, and several soundings have been taken in the vicinity 
of the cape, which, generally speaking, is very "bold to," with a ston~' 
bottom. 

A cairn, ten feet at its base across the diameter, seven feet and a half in 
height, and surmounted by a flag staff, has been placed in a very con
spicuous position, immediately on the summit of the cape, over the 
highest part of the cliff, at an elevation of about iOO feet, and the record 
secured in a cylinder deposited within it. 

A few specimens of the principal stones in the neighbourhood have been 
collected, which I transmit herewith, but no fossils of any kind have been 
seen. 

A great many hares and ptarmigan were seen near the cape, as also 
recent traces of either deer or musk oxen. Some burgomasters, ducks, 
bears, and a fox have also been seen in various places. 

I finally left the cape on the evening of the 3d June, and returned to 
the ships this day; and I have the honour to transmit herewith a journal 
of my proceedings and a track chart of my route. The various obser
vations I trust to be able to lay before you so soon as I can ascertain the 
results, and put my work on paper. 

I feel much pleasure in being able to speak favourably of the conduct of 
the men under my charge, dUling the whole time. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) FREDERICK J. KRABBE, Second Mastcr, 

late in charge of the Sledhe " Edward Riddle." 

2. L I 4 



}J. )I.Sledgc "Edward Riddle." 

Fir~t Journey. 

Hours travelled, 6i-. 
Distance accomplished, gr. 

'Encamped fur re~t, cooking, Se. 
15 hours. 
Hove to for lunch, 1 0 minute~. 

\Vind N. \\T. G. c.m. 
Temp. + SO to + 10°, 

Noon, N. \\r. by~. 8. b.c.m. 

p.".6. N. W. by)/. 9. b.c.m. 

11 P.>I. :-':.W. by :-':.7. b.c.m. 
Detained by weather, +t: hour ... , 

Second Journey. 

Hours travelled, 6~. 
Distance accompli:-hed, 10'. 
Encamped for rest, cooking, &C'. 
13 hour."', 

Hove to for lunch, none, 

:\.N.W. 7. b.q.m. 

T~mp. + 6° to + lOa, 

Third Journey. 

Hours tranlled, 9. 

Distance accomplished, 18/, 

Encamped for rest. cooking, &c. 
lS hours. 

Ho\'e to for lunch, 10 minu~e"i. 

N. by W. 6 to 7. b.q.m. 
Temp. + 40 to + 1 So, 
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JOURNAL of PROCEEDINGS from 20th May to 7th June 1851, during 
a Journey to Cape Walker to meet the Southem Return.Party, 
fix Position of Cape, &c. 

l\Jen's Names. Rating. To what Ship belonging. 

James Barker 
William Simmonds 
Thomas Northhouse 
Thomas Johnstone 
Charles Beal 
Thomas Morgan 

SPljeant R.l'I. 
Ship's cook 
A.B. 

H.M. Ship ., Assistance." 

" 
" Private R.l\l. " Do. H.M. Ship" Intrepid." 

Corporal R.M.A. 

WEIGHTS O~ STARTING. 

Ordinary constant weight" - -
Extraordinary (ice-borer, lead, instrumcnts, &~.) 
18 (lays provisions and fuel for 7 mcn 
Extra ditto for relieving the party 
Packages 

Per man 

" 

Ibs. 
- 369 

31 
- 398 

15 
19 

6/832 

- 139 

Tuesda.lj, 20th jlay 1851.-p.M. 8 h. 40 m. left the ship, and proceeded 
X \Y., with three cheers fi'om all hands, and parting good wishes of Captain 
Austin. 11 h. 30m. passed the N·E. point of the island. 

Wednesdn.1J, 21st lIfay.-A.~r. 0 h. 10 m. stopped for lunch. 20 m. pro
ceeded. Floe pretty good. Snow drifting. 1 h. 40 m. passed N.W. 
point of island, and shaped course N.E. by N. (compass). 3 h. encamped. 

Griffith Island S. extreme, S.S.W. i W. 
" "N." E.N.E. -

Brown Island, centre, N.W. 

Noon, very heavy drift. 
P.M. 4 h. prayers and brcakfast. Very heavy drift. Objects obscured 

at 20 yards distant. Weather unfit to proceed. 
10 h. more moderate. Prepared for a start. Lunched. 11 h. proceeded 

S.W. by \L ~ W. Made ~ail. 
Thursday, '.2'.2rl ilJl/,I/.-l h. 40 m. came to a heayy chain of hummocks, 

running ~. W. and S.E. Occasionally meeting old tracks of sleighs and 
encampments. 3 h. 20m. clcar of hummocks. Clear level floe. 5 h. 45m. 
cncamped. 

N. W. bluff of Griffith Island, RE. by E. -~ E. 
:-I.E." " E. by S. ! S. 
Brown's Island, centre, N. ~ 'V. -

P.". 5 h. N. by W. 6. b.q.m. Snow drifting. Prayers and breakfast. 
6 h. 50 m. proceeded under sail. 9 h. to 10 h. rounded the hummocks to 
the north·westward. Sail answering very well. Two men on the drag 
ropes astern, steering the sleigh. 10 h. 30 m. left the last of the heavy 
hummocks. Steered S. W. ! S. 

11 h. 30 m. to 11 h. 40 m~ lunched. Top of Lowther seen above the 
drift. 

Frida!!, '2;~d J[(/!J.-A.~I. 3 h. observed Cape Walker a-head. 4 h. en
camped. 

Lowther Island, N. extreme, N. by W. 
" "S. " S.W. by W.·~ W. 

Cape Walker, S.W. by S. 
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P.M. 6 h. prayers and breakfa~t. 7 h. 40 m. proceeded under sail. 9 h. Fourth Journey. 

stopped. Down sail. N. W.; 2 b.c.m. :Floe pretty good. HOllrs travelled, 9. 

Saturday, 24th May.-Lunched. 12h. 10m. proceeded. 5 h. encamped. Distance accomplished, .12'. 

F d d b .. fi hi' h" , Eucamped for rest, cooklDg, &c. oun sun ry ags mlssmg rom t e s elg , mcludlOg gunner s claw 14 hOllrs. 

hammer, tri-armed wrench, &c. &c. Spliced the main-brace in honour of Hov~ to for lunch, 10 minutes . 
. hd fH M' N.\\.4t02b.c.m. the blrt ay 0 er aJesty. Temp. + 50 to + 140. 

Cape Walker, S.W. by S., 6' or 7'. 

P.M. 6 h. prayers and breakfast. 7 h. proceeded. 9 h. stopped to bore Fifth Journey. 

for soundings. Cape S.W. by S. 5'. No bottom. 37 fathoms (see L H?U1; travelled, 4il. 
h ) 9 h 40 d d 1 0 h 20 b d . DIstance accomplished. 6!J. s eets . . m. procee e . . m. 0 serve a party commg out Encamped for rest ooking!" 

from under the cape. Hauled in to meet ditto. 11 h. met the party, 16 hours. ,c ,c. 

d L · t t B h t 11 . d h 1 h Edt Hove to for lunch, Lieut. B in un er leu enan rowne, appy 0 say, a III goo ea t. recte ten company, 2 hours. . 

for lunch. Supplied Mr. B. with two cases of milk, 7 lbs. tallow, 4 lbs. Hove to for soundings, 40 mi· 

limejuice and sugar. Received from ditto a hammer, lead line, cotton for ~~\:: o. b.c. 

wicks, palm, needles, and twine. Temp. + 40 to + 150. 

Sunday, 25th May.-A.M. 1 h. proceeded, and parted company with 
Lieutenant Browne, steering for the high cliff of the cape. 3 h. came to 
at k' from ditto, as position for observatory. Encamped. Shot one brace 
and a half of ptarmigan. See L sheets, for sights and true bearings. 

P.M. 7 h. 30 m. left a hand at the tent, and proceeded with party to First day at Cape Walker. 
. f C W lk L' f" . 1 Hours working, 6t. summIt 0 ape a -er, 101' purpose 0 erectmg caIrn and .get~mg ang es. Work performed: 

W.N.W.; 5 c. Lowther Island and land to southward IJ1 SIght. 11 h. Wentto build cairn, but pre-

arrived near the summit of the cliff. 'Vind increasing, with snow and vented by weather. . 

d ·ft t thO k t th d t t Prevented from worktn~ hy n ,00 IC 0 see e way, comrnence re urn 0 tent. stressofwcather 3 hours.o 

Monday,26th May.-A.M. 2 h. returned. Found ice-borer frozen in, W.N.W. to N.'v. 
t t d h . b bl t t' t 't h b' L' d' 5 c. to 70.s. and drift. en -guar avmg een una e 0 ex nca e 1 w en ormg lor soun IllgS. Encamped fer re't, cooking, &c. 

Saw a bare and two brace of ptarmigan. Shot the latter. 14 hours. 
Temp. + ) 4° to + 20°. 

Monday, 26th.-P.M. 6 h. weather misty, and 
either for taking angles or ascending tbe hills. 
Unable to go to work fi'om state of weather. 

unable to see tbe cliffs, 
8 h. N.W.; 7 to 8 o.q.s. 

Midnight, lunched. 
Tuesday, 27th May.-p.M. 7 h. supper; N.W.; 7 c.q.m. 

Second day at Cape 'Yalker. 

Hours 'Working, none. 
Detained by weather all day, 
25 hours. 
N. 'V. 6 to 7. o.q.~. 
Temp. + 22° to + 14°. 

P.M. 4 h. W.N.'V.; 4 b.c.m. 5 h. people employed measuring a base on Third day at Cape Walker. 

the floe. cutting out the ice-borer frozen in on 26tb instant, and obtaining Hours working, 7. 

soundings. Sounded in 35 fathoms rock. Found ice-borer broken. ~~~;~::a:C~~:~ii;t~d, 3'. 

8 h. employed projecting the base, and getting rounds of L s to objects Encamped for rest, cooking, &c. 

in the neigbbourhood. 1 ~ h. ~ompleted ditto. Lunched.. k6~~~~;~d measuring and pro. 

11 b. 20 m. dragged sleIgh mto beach, and proceeded along drtto to the jecting base, obtaining sound-

soutbward. \If.~\~. 4 b.c.In. to 5 e.m.s. 
Wednesday, 28th May.-A.M. 2 h. encamped at the base of the ascent Temp. + 1iO to + 12°. 

to the cape. 5 h. supper. Two hands out shooting. Saw 14 bares. 
Shot one brace and half of ptarmigan. 

Wednesday, 28th.-p.'i'lI. prayers and breakfast. 7b. left a tent-guard, Fourth day at Cape Walker. 

and proceeded with party to summit of cape to erect a cairn. 9b. 40m. Hours working, 9!. 

arn'ved at dI'tto and proceeded wI'th car'rn Placed I't about 200 yards Employed building a cairn on , . ~-
fi'om edge of cliff, directly over the hiO'hest part, ten feet in diameter at the Encamped for rest, cooking,&c. 
b F d d'ffi 1 I:> • fi h db' fi 15 hours . . ase., oun stones very I cu t to raIse rom t e groun , emS' .rozen N.W. to II'. 4 to 6. b.c. c.s. 

m. 1: ook double round of bearings and L s by Kater, sun not admrttmg of Temp. + ISO to + 10°. 

true bearing. 4 to 6 b. q. 1800 of horizon visible. Griffith Island and 
Cape Bunny distinctly seen, and well defined. 

Thursday, 29th May.-5h. c. s. 3b. ceased working, havi Ilg f(F~ted 
three quarters of the cairn and returned towards tent. 4b. 30m. arrIved 
at ditto. Shot two hares ~nd two brace and a half of ptarmigan on the 
way down. 

Fifth day at Cape Walker. 
!'WO halld,s OUt. shooting. Saw long grass fresh cropped by some large Hours workiug, at. 

ammal. More than twenty hares seen, but none shot. Shot five brace of Employed getting soundings. 
2. M m W.N.W. 50.m.s.,t07c.f.s. 



Temp. +21P to + 17°. 
Encamped for rest, cooking, &c. 
14 hour", 

Sixth day at Cape Walker. 
Hours working, none. 
Weather unfit to proceed with 
cairn. 
Wind W.N.W. and S.S.E. 
o.q.rn.s. and o.m.s. 
Temp. + 22° to + 20°. 
Detained by thick weather, 
25 hours. 
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ptarmigan. P.1L W.N.W. 5 o.m.s.. 6h .. Prayers and breakf~st. Weather 
too thick and heavy to proceed .wlth caIrn. ~ook party on Ice, and pro. 
ceeded cutting holes for soundmg~ (borer bewg broken). Took sound
ings, as per L sheets, fr~m five to el~htee~ fathoms. I?e hummocky; but 
a level place seven feet SIX wches thIck, wIth fourteen wches snow on it. 
Two hours and three quarters cutting one h~le. . 

Friday. 30th.-Oh. lunched. Weather stIll thIck. 1 h. proceeded with 
work. 4h. returned to tent. 8h. thick mist, and squally. 

P.M. Weather so thick as to be unable to see the hills of the cape, and 
unfit to take men to cairn. Midnight, ditto weather. 

SaturdllY, 31st Ma.y.-A.M. 4h. 30m. weather clearing, prepared for pro. 
ceeding to the hill. 6h. S.S.E. ; 30.m.s. Heavy snow, and unable to see 
tops of hills. Remained in tent. Saw a fox. Noon, S.S.E.; 3 o.f. 

Seventh day at Cape Walker. Saturday, 31st May.-p.M. S.S.E.; 3 o.f. A little clearer in the valleys, 
Went tu hills, and completed but still very thick on the hills. Read prayers. Had breakfast. 7h. pro. 
cai~n! then proceeded to original ceeded with party to the hills to finish cairn, leaving marks to return by as 
posillon for observatory. . . d h l'. d h 
Hours working, 7. we proceeded; occasIOnally unable to see SIxty yar s. 10. lOun t e 
H?urstravelling',2!. cairn. Proceeded with work. Midnight, calm, O. O.f. 
Distance made, 3. h 1 d· k·· StoppeHor lunch, 40 minutes. Sttnday, IstJ llne 1851.-A.}I. 0 . 30m. comp ete caIrn, ma mg It seven 
Encamped for rest, cooking, &c. feet and a half high, ten feet at diameter at base, four feet at summit, 
~~N.W. calm, and N.N.W. with a bamboo staff and tin. Deposited medal of H. R. H. Prince Albert, 
o to 6. o.~q~ and tin cylinder containing record, two feet from the summit, and union 
Temp. +-4. jack at the apex. Returned to sleigh. 2h. arrived at tent. Lunched. 

2h. 40m. proceeded, via beach, to take up original position for observa
tory, to obtain rate for chronometer, duplicate sets of observations, &c. 
4h .. 5001. arrived at position. Encamped. Saw seven burgomasters on 
the cliffs, apparently building there. 

Eighth day at Cape Walker.' 
Employed getting L s. and 
soundings to north-westward. 
Hours working, 7!. 
Stopped for lunch, 1 hour. 
In tent for rest, cooking, &c. 
14 hours. 
Calm 0.0. 
Temp. +22°. 

Ninth day at Cape Walker. 

Weather too thick to admit of 
working. 
S.S.E. 50.m.q. 
Temp. + 24° to 21°. 

A bear hunt. 

Detained in tent by thick wea
ther, 26 hours. 

First Return Journey. 

Hours travelled, st. 
Distance accomplished, 12!m. 
Hove to for lunch, 10 minutes. 

P.})' 6h. calm, o. o. Pretty clear round the horizon, but thick and heavy 
overhead. Prayers and breakfast. 7h. proceeded with two hands to 
north-westward to take L s, put in land, &c. Saw two seals on the 
floe. Party cutting the ice to obtain soundings at ~' off the cape. Pro
ceeded about 5' to north-westward of cape. Saw a goose on the wing. 
Returned to tent. 12h. 30m. lunched. 

Monday, 2d June.-A.M. Ih. 30m. took party, and obtained soundings 
to north-westward (as per L sheets), in from twenty-five to forty-five 
fathoms. 3h. 30m. returned to tent. Shot a brace of ptarmigan . 

. P.i\[ .. lh. sun opened out a little, the first time for five days. 2h. 30m. 
dItto dIsappeared, and weather became again thick. 8h. S.S.E. 5.0.m.q.f. 
Weather too thick to admit of doing anything. Midnight, ditto weather. 

Tuesda.y, 3d June.-A.'M.. Ih. whilst lunching, observed a young bear 
eating pemmican from off the sleigh. Fired from the tent. Shot took 
effect over left eye, taking the eye and a piece of the skull with it. Bruin 
then fell, apparently done for; but on approaching him he got up a~d 
ran off full trot. A shot I sent after ~im broke his hind leg. He st~ 
trotted faste~ than we could; and a thIrd shot, which passed through hiS 
neck, sent hIm off full gallop, but with great loss of blood. He at la~t 
took to the beach, and lay down. A fourth shot then passed through his 
heart; he ran twenty or twenty-five yards, and then fell and expired. It 
was app~rently l!- two years old bear, not long separated from its dam, five 
fe~t ten mches m length from nose to end of tail. He produced, when 
skmned, only about 2lbs. or 31bs. of blubber, and that of very little use. 

Noon, got a doubtful meridian altitude, sun just showing occasionally. 

P.M. 6h. Prayers and breakfast. Weather still thick and no chance of 
obtaining sights. 7h. 30m. proceeded N.E. by N. for we~tern edge of hum
mocks south-westward of Griffith Island under sail. llh. 30m. lunched. 
Ilh. 40m. proceeded S.E.; I. b. c. Down sail. 



!Vednesday, 4th .litne.-4h. 20~. encamped. Floe much softer than Encamped for resl, coolUng,&c 

gomg over to the cape. 6b. got sights, and round of L s (see sheets). 14i houf'. 

Noon, got very good meridian altitude. ~~!/~1.2~~·1~·~· 150. 

Wednesday, 4th-p.M. 6. read prayers. 
ceeded. Floe better than yesterday. 
11h. 45m. proceeded. Saw three seals. 

Had breakfast. 7h. 15m. pro-
11h. 30m. stopped for lunch. 

Thursday, 5th June.-A.M. 4h. 30m. encamped. 
vations. 

Too cloudy for obser-

p.M.6h. 10m. read prayers. Had breakfast. 7h. 20m. proceeded N.E. 
Seals occasionally seen, and a flight oflarge birds (supposed ducks) going 
to westward. lOh. hauled in N.E. by E. for Griffith Island round the hum
mocks. Midnight, stopped for lunch. 

Friday, 6th June.-A.M. 12h. 20m. proceeded. 4h. 30m. encamped. 
Floe during the day very soft. 

Griffith Island, south extreme, E.S.E. } 
" north " N.E. by E. Encampment. 

Brown Island, centre N.N.W. 

Second Return Journey. 
Hours travelled, 9, 
Distance accomplished, 13'. 
Have to for lunch, 10 minutes. 
Encamped for rest, cooking, &c. 
15 hours. 
S.E. S. b.c. and 2. c. 
Temp. + 25° to + 120. 

Third Return Journey. 

Hours travelled, 9. 
Distance accomplished, 12¥. 
Hove to for lunch, 20 minutes. 
Encamped for rest, cooking, &c. 
15 hours. 
S.E. 3. h.c. and 7. c. 
Temp. + 32° to 240. 

" P.M. 6h. read prayers. Breakfast. 8h. proceeded. llh. 30m. stopped N.E. s.c. 
for. lun.cheon.. Observed. a bear approachin~ the sleigh. Remain~d quite Fourth Helurn Journey. 

qUIet tIll at thIrty yards distant; then, preparmg for a shot, the bear mstantly H?urs travelled, s,. 
stepped out towards us. Put a shot under his fore leg. He fell and then D"tance accomplished, II'. 

, , Hove to for luncheon, J. hour 
with the fore part of his body paralyzed, and with head resting on the floe, Encamped forre<t, cooking, ·c. 

pushed hims~lf along about eighty yard, with his hind l~gs! He then ~~S.E 3. C.o. to 2. c.d.s. 

fell and expired. Afterwards proved that the ball had Just scored the Temp. + 28°. 

heart. It was a male. Length, from nose to tail in straight line, seven 
feet seven inches; girth round chest, five feet two inches; breadth of paw, 
eleven inches. Apparently very old, and scarcely a bit of blubber on it. 
Left it on the floe. Midnight, proceeded. 

SaturdnJ/, 7th June 1851.-3h. 30m. A.'J. passed the KW. bluff ot 
Griffith Island. 5 h. encamped near middle of "Encampment Bay." 
Floe very heavy to day. 9 h. to 10 h., W.S. W.; R. c.q. 

Noon, S.W. ; 5 to 6 c.q.s.; breakfasted. 1 h. P.M. proceeded under sail. 
2 h. passed the N.E. point; observed ships hoist their colours. 3 h. down 
sail. 4 h. a party from ship took sledge to drag. -J h. 30 m. arrived at 
the ships. People all in good health during the whole period of absence. 

Fifth Rcturn Journey. 

Hours travelled, ~l!. 
Di'>tance accomplished, 51-'. 
No luncheon. 
S.W. .:; to 6. L.q.P.S. 

_______________ ---,--_______________ Temp. + 30°. 

ABSTRACT OF JOURNAL. 

No. of days out 4~ 
Do. do. home 4+ 
Do. do. at Cape Walker 9 
Total hours travelled 74} 
Estimated distance travelled - I 1 O~ 
Distance in a direct line - 105 
Total hours encamped t Going across 125 

for rest, cooking, &c (At cape - 87 
Total hours working whilst at cape 50! 
Mean rate of travelling per day,} 12 '3' 

out and home - -
Total hours detained by weathpJ' - 79 

LIST OF BlItDS AND ANI~IALS SEEN. 

Seen. Shot. 

Ptarmigan - about 50 - -:!I. 
Hares " 40 - 2. 
Fox 1 .. none. 
Burgomastprs - IO - none. 
Ducks I flock - none. 
Goose I - none. 
Bears . 3 - 2. 
Seals - about 10 - none. 
Some large animal had fresh cropped the 

grass at Cape Walker. 
Old remains of musk ox seen. 

Remarks on the Eqllipments, o/c. 
See no reason to change my former report. The provisions taken on 

the new scale are excellent. 

Remarks on the State qf the Ice, o/c. 
Found nothing to induce me to change my opinion on rormer occasion, 

as to formation of the floes. The ice now, however, is gettmg much softer, 
and the top crusts of snow give way under the men's feet. 

2. Mm 2 
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The averarye thickness of the new ice at or near Cape Walker is 41 
feet. Some gf the old (abreast a valley) measured 7 feet 6 inches, ana 
appeared perfectly solid floe, though situated among broken-up ice. 

On the beach are great quantities of heavJ: pressed-up masses offloe, 
piled, occasionally, to the height of 30 feet. In rectangular blocks, not 
exceeding 7 or 8 feet thick, alt~ough sometimes 12 or 15 feet square. 
There are also a few pieces of sohd hummocks about 20 feet high aground 
near the beach. These appear to be pieces of bergs, probably forced into 
the beach by the floe ice. . . 

The soundings in the neighbourhood run prmclpally from 35 to 50 
fathoms (stones) at 800 yards from the beach abreast the bold cliffs i and 
13 to 15 fathoms (sand and stones), at the same distance off, abreast the 
valleys. 

(Signed) FREDERICK J. KRABBE, Second Master, 
Officer in charge of Sledge. 

Captain AUSTIN to Mr. F. J. KRABBE, Second Master of Her Majesty's 
Ship" Assistance," late in charge of the Sledge" Edward Riddle." 

. Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," off Wolstenholme Sound, 
Sir, Baffin's Bay, 3d Septemher 1851. 

I have to ackowledge the receipt of your report and journal of pro
ceedings between the 20th of May and the 7th of June last, which has 
afforded me much satisfaction. 

I am highly pleased with the marmer in which you performed the ser
vice intrusted to you, and which I have no doubt will receive the favour
able consideration of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. 

The manner in which you have been able to speak of the conduct of 
your crew is very satisfactory, which has been made known to them. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, Captain. 

Enclosure 26 of No. 11 of 185!. 

Captain AUSTIN to Mr. G. F. M'DoUGALL, Second Master of Her Majesty's 
Ship " Resolute," in command of the Sledge " Beaufort." 

By Horatio T. Austin, Esq., C.B., Captain of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Resolute," and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas. 

The rising temperature admitting of travelling operations being per
formed with more facility and comfort, and it being very desirable that 
the land connecting Cornwallis and Bathurst Islands, as reported by you, 
should in its whole extent be accurately laid down i that the three depOts 
to the westward between this and the part called Alison's Inlet should 
b~ visite~, and the one left by Lieutenant IVl'Clintock under the peaked 
hIlls be mcreased, and stocked with some additional articles, to refresh 
the returning pa~ties from th~ westward i that all positions within the 
ra!lge of obser~atlOn on that Journey should be fixed i that all astrono
mlc.al . observatIOns that are practicable should be obtained i and that the 
varIatIOn of. the ~ompass should be determined i looking to your acquire
ments and IntellIgence, you are selected for that service, and will there
fore tak~ under your orders the six men hereafter named, provisioned 
and eqUIpped for twenty days, with eight days provisions and fuel and 
some additional ar.ticles of refreshment for the depot, and one run?er 
sled~~ j and .w~en In every respect complete and ready, proceed, usmg 
all diligence m ItS execution. 

You arc expected to make all sketches of headlands, &c. that you can i 
and are referred to the "Admiralty Manual of Scientific Inquiry," in 
order that you ~ay m~ke such observations and collections as may prove 
useful; all of whICh, WIth the data from which the observations shall have 
b::!en deduced, are to be transmitted to me. 
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You will deposit at the depot of Lieutenant Aldrich near Alison's Inlet 
an account of the additional articles you will have left for him at the 
depot of J!ieutenant M'Clintock.. . 

You wIll select some convement and conspICUOus part in the neigh
bourhood of one of y?ur encampments where you will erect a cairn, and 
deposit the accompanymg record. 

You will keep a journal of your proceedings and a track of your route 
for transmission to me as soon as practicable after your return. ' 

I remind you that every care is necessary to preserve the health of the 
people, and to guard against snow blindness. 

Given under my hand on board Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," at 
Winter Quarters between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, the 22d of 
May 1851. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, Captain. 

The SIX MEN referred to. 

Thomas Bond, ice quartermaster } 
Joseph Bacon, A.B. - - H M SI' " R It" 
Robert Graham, A.B. _ _ ... lip eso u e. 
William Ward, A.B. - -
James Beer, corporal R.M.A. -} H M S T d "p' " 
Richard Ellis, stoker _. . team en er lOneer. 

Mr. M'DoUGALL, Second Master of Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," in 
command of the Sledge" Beaufort," to Captain AUSTIN. 

. Her lHajesty's Ship" Resolute," frozen in between Cornwallis 
SIr, and Griffith's Islands, Thursday, 26th June 1851. 

In compliance with your orders, I have the honour to transmit a journal 
of my proceedings whilst in charge of the sledge "Beaufort," from the 
22d of May to the 13th of June 1851. 

The observations for latitude and longitude, and the data from which I 
intend to lay down the newly-explored space between Cornwallis and 
Bathurst Islands, as well as sketches of headlands, shall be laid before 
you as early as possible. 

In the annexed plan of reference the principal points only are laid down 
accurately, the remainder of coast line being sketched in by eye, pending 
the protraction of work. 

I have also the honour to forward a few geological specimens of the 
various places near which we encamped. 

In conclusion, I am happy to inform you that the men placed under my 
charge have, with the exception of a few slight attacks of snow blindnesb, 
been in excellent health, and conducted themselves to my entire satis
faction, having performed the laborious duty in which they were engaged 
with zeal and cheerfulness. . 

But I regret being obliged to state that we found no traces whatever of 
the missing Expedition. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) GEO. F. M'DoUGALL, Second Master, 

in charge of Party. 

OFFICER and MEN composing Party. 

_____ N_am_e_s" ____ + __ R_a_nk_or_R_a_ti_n_g_" __ 1 Age" I Belonging to" 

George F. M'Dourrall 
Thomas Bond "'_ 
Joseph Bacon 
Robert Graham 
William Ward 
James Beer 
Richard Ellis 

2 

Second master 
Ice quartermaster 
A.B. 
A.D. 
A.B. 
Corporal R.M.A. 
Stoker 

Mm3 

26 " Resolute." 
39 Do. 
30 Do. 
23 Do. 
27 Do. 
29 " Pioneer." 
38 Do. 

n.:\!. Sledge" Beaurort." 

)!OTTO.-" That futurepi'grims 
elf the waves may he 

., Secure from doulJt.-from 
every danger freE'.o, 



Abstract of weights. 
lbs. 
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ABSTRACT OF ORDERS. 

To examine the three depots betwee~ the posit~on of the ~hip and 
Allison's Inlet, viz., the one on Cornwallis Island, laId out by Lleutenanl 
M'Clintock during the autumn of last year, that under the peaked hilla 
(Bathurst Island), and the one deposited by Lieutenant Aldrich to the 
westward of Bedford Bay.. . . 

To obtain as many astronomIcal observations as practicable, and &8 

much data as possible, in order that ~he unexplored land between Com. 
wallis and Bathurst Islands may be laid down accurately. 

JOURNAL of the PROCEEDINGS of Her Majesty's Sledge" Be.aufort." 

Standing weights - S94t FIRST JOURNEY. 
Provisions for 7 men for} 607 * 

20 days - - - T11I11".w/rn/, JlJ,II/ 22d.----'The equipment of the sledge being completed, 
Depots - 198 and the depots packed, left the ship at 6 h. 30 m. P.M. amidst the cheers of 

Total + by 6 .1,2~ those who saw us off, which were duly returned. Wind fresh from N.N.W. 
Gives each man - 200 Sky dear. Procceded towards point A. Found the floe bad for travelling, 

N B _For detail of above, vide the snow-drift having formed a~ incrustation several inches i~ depth. 
R~p~rt. Midnight, stopped for ten mmutes for luncheon, and agam proceeded. 
Hours travelled, 8. \Vind cold and piercing to the face. 
E<;timated distance travelled. 8'. 
Encamped for rest, 16t hours. 
Wind, N.N.W. SECO:-;D JOURNEY. 
Weather, 5 h.c. 

HOUTS travelled, 3. 

Estimated distance travel1ed, 2'. 
Encamped for rest, 12 hours. 
Wind, N.N.W. 
Weather, 5 h.c. 
Temp. 7h. P.M, + 100. 

Hours travelled, lO!. 
Estimated distance travelled, 8', 
Encamped for rest, 13! hour .... 
Wind N.KW. 
~~T eather, :! h.c., .0 

Il'!llp. 10 A.M, -r IJ ' 

Hours travelled, 8. 
Estimated distance travelled, 7', 
Encamped for rl'~t, 16 hours. 
Wind, N.N."'. 
'IV tI {A.M. 2 h.c. 

ea ler, P.~1. 50.g. 

T {8 .. \.~I. + 19°. 
ernp. 5 P.M. + 16!0. 

Hour~ travelled, 6t. 
E .. timated distance travelled, i', 
Encamped for rest, 16t hours. 
J)dained at depot, 1 hour. 
Wind, '\.N.W. ,y cather. 50.g, 
Temp . .') P.:\I, + 25:, 

Frida.lf, 23d.-2 h. :3() 111. A.~1. party rather fatigued; pitched the tent, 
distant from point A. about two miles. 

7 h. P.~!. wind fresh from N.N.W., with moderate drift. Sky clear 
overhead. Struck tent, and proceeded. Floe bad for travelling. Wind 
cold. 

10 h. P.}!. abreast of point A. Having a strong feeling in favour of day 
travelling, I was induced to put the question to the men, all of whom were 
of my opinion; I therefore decided on doing so. Pitched tent for the 
night. 

THIRD JOURNEY. 

Sailll'dfl,I/, 24t/'.-1O h. A.;\!. struck tent, and proceeded. Wind light 
from N.N.\\'. \Veather beautifully fine and clear. Floe heavy for 
travelling. 

:2 h. P.M. stopped for luncheon. 3 h. proceeded. 9 h. 30m. arrived at 
point B. very much tired. Pitched tent on the land. Joseph Bacon frost· 
bitten in both great toes, but not severely. 

FOURTH JOURNEY. 

Sunday, 25th.-Winrllight and variable. Weather mild and fine. 8h. 
.\.;\1. struck tent, and proceeded. Floe somewhat better than yesterde,y, 
but still unpleasant for a heavily laden sledge. Observed a seal on the 
floe, but on our approach it disappeared beneath the ice. 

1 h. P.)!. pitched tent for luncheon. Wind fresh from N.N. W. 2 h. 
struck tent, and proceeded. 

D.uring.the forenoon weather became overcast and gloomy, with a sh~rp 
cuttmg wmd from N.N.\\'. 5 h. P.lI!. pitched tent on the floe, about IUld
way between Browne Island and Inlet C. Read prayers. 

FIFTH JOURNEY. 

il!Jonday, 26th:-Wind fresh from N.N. \V., with thick gloomy weather, 
and moderate. dnft. 8 h. 30 m .. \.1.1. struck tent, and proceeded. 

Noon, arrived at depot on point D. Pitched the tent, and had 
luncheon. 

1 h. P.:.I!. c.ommenced digging a hole to contain four days provisions. 
2 h. P.~J. haVing well secur~d the provisions from the attack of bears, and 
a~~ertamed the safety of Lieutenant M 'Clintock's depot, advanced towards 
pomt E. 
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4 h. P.M. observed a bear advancing towards us . fired but without effect 
5 h. pitched tent for the night on the floe. " . 

SIXTH JOURNEY. 

Tuesday, 27th.-During the past night the wind increased, accompanied Hours travelled, 71,. 
by several heavy falls of snow. Estimated distance travelled, 7'. 

S h 30 . d fi h fi· NNW W h fi Encamped for rest, 1St hours. . m. WIn res 10m .r.. eat er ne. Struck tent, and Detained for observation, Ihour. 
proceeded. Ob~erved the tracks of the Melville Island parties, also the Wind, { ... M. N.N.W. 
t k f t I d , ..... do., and calm. rac 0 a re urmng s e ge. Weather, b.e. 

11 h. 30m. A.}I. arrived off Point E. Pitched the tent for luncheon. Temp. {8:S0A.M~o-:; 12°. 
Took instruments on shore. Obtained meridian altitude. Observed a Mer. 0 (:tO~:;I;;-7: 50. 

brace of grouse fly past to the northward. Inde;e;:ror, + I' 20. 
1 h. 30~. P.M. proceeded on; ~ound the floe well adapted for travelling. 

6 h. P.M. pitched tent for the mght. Calm. Weather beautifully clear 
and fine. 

SEVENTH JOURNEY. 

, Wednesday, 28th.-Wind light from N.W., with cloudy weather. 7h. Ho~rstravelled,8i· 
t · k t t d d d 11 h" . h d h f' Estimated distance travelled, 10'. 

A. M. S 1 uc en, ~~ procee e . . ..t.) m. plte etc tent lOr Encamped for rest, IShoms. 
luncheon. Got mendlan 0. Observed Baker Island open of S.E. point Detained for observation, ~h. 
of Bathurst Island. - Wind and weather N.'!., 30.c. 

T {7A.M.+30. 
1 h. 30 m. P.M. proceeded. Wind light £I'om N.W., and cloudy weather. cmp. 5r.'" + 25°. 

5 h. pitched tent for the night. Mer. 072° 18' HY'. 
Index error, + 1. 20. 

EIGHTH JOURNEY. 

Thursday, 29th.-7 h. A.~I. wind light and variable. \Veather fine and Hours travelled, 8. 
clear. Proceeded on. 9 h. A.;\I. altered course to the northward for what Estimateddi<taneetravelled,8t'. 

. . . ,,,' . Encamped for rest, 16 hours. 
I now ImagIned must be the POInt of Mr. Cheyne s depot. Durmg the Wind and {var. 2 b.e. 
forenoon the wind died away, the sun became obscured, and a light fall of Twcathc{r 7 .:.~~n~u;50. 
snow took place. emp. .j P.M. + 29tO. 

Noon, pitched tent for luncheon. 1 h. P.M. struck tent, and pro
ceeded. Weather very gloomy. Land very indistinct. 

4 h. P.M. observed a point to the S. W. resembling in some degree the 
sketch given me by Mr. May; I therefore determined on steering for it. 
The fall of snow now increased, and as we were all more or less affected 
by snow blindness, and unable to distinguish objects 20 yards distant, I 
pitched the tent for the night. 

NINTH JOURNEY. 

Friday, 30th.-7 h. A.III. wind fresh from the N.W. Weather gloomy, Ho~rstravclled,8. 
with snow Struck tent and proceeded towards low point F. Estimated dIstance travelled, 8'. 
., . Encamped for rest. lSi hours. 

lOh. 10m. A.M. arrived at depot by Mr. Cheyne on POInt F. Reple- D~tainedatdcpot,2ihours. 
nished it with one large (potato) case (for contents vide detailed report), ':~a~h:~d{~:',: g~:~: 
one two-gallon can of concentrated spirits, four ..t lb. cases of preserved 
soups, and a tin containing 2 lbs. of currants, record, and letters for 
Messrs. M'Clintock and Bradford. 

Noon, obtained meridian O. 0 h. 30 m. struck tent, and proceeded 
along the shore to the southward under sail. Weather gloomy. 

3 h. P. M. Wind shifted to S.W.; lowered sail; arrived at low point 
G.,OIl which we found the remains of an Esquimaux encampment, appa
rently of very ancient date. Here we obtained several specimens of the 
dwarf willow, of which we observed large quantities in the vicinity of 
encampment. 5 h. 15 m. pitched tent on the floe for the night. 

TENTH JOURNEY. 

T {7 A.M. + 23°. 
emp. .5 P.lI. + 210. 

l\ler. 0 72° 45' 30", 
Inde~or, + 1. 20. 

~'aturday, 3Ist.-Calm and misty. 7 h. A. M. struck tent, and proceeded. Hours travelled, gi· 
11 h. 30 m. rounded the S.E. pOI'nt H. of Bathurst Island (of chart). Estimated distancc travelled,IO'. 

Encamped for rest, 14! hours. 
Altered course along shore to the westward. Observed two seals on the Wind and weather, calm, s.o. 
floe. ~:~P' 5 P.M. + 21iO. 

30 m. P. M. stopped for luncheon. 1 h. went on to the westward. Ob-
served 8 seals on the floe ahead. 4 h. came to an open crack about 
2 feet wide, through which the seals had disappeared. 3 h. sighted the 

2. Mm 4 



Hours travelled, 8~. 
Estimated distance travelled,7{', 
Encamped for rest, 1St hours. 
'Vind and weather, westerly, 
20,S, 

Temp. 7 A.1f, + 34°. 
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small island L. 5 h. 15 m. pitched the tent for the night. Sun obscured 
all day. 'feather gloomy. Wind light from westward. 

ELEVENTH JOURNEY. 

Sunday, June Isf.-7 h. A. lIf. Wind westerly, with snow. Land just 
discernible. 

7 h. 30 m. struck tent, and proceeded to the westward. 10 h. weather 
began to clear up. . 

1 m. pitched the tent for luncheon close to pomt K. 
1 h. 15 m. P. 1II. struck tent, and proceeded to the westward. 2 h. found 

the remains of a seal, on which our dog made an excellent meal. Ob· 
served several mollemukes in the vicinity, and numerous foot.-prints of 
bears, foxes, and hares. 

5 h. 15 m. pitched the tent on low gravel tongue of point M., on which 
we found the remains of an Esquimaux encampment, apparently of a more 

* The cairn is cO.mposed of recent date to that on point G. 
large stones, supportmg a bam.. .., • •• d 
boo, with a union jack painted Erected caIrn'" at thIS pomt, and left cylmder contammg ocuments, 
on .in, secured '0. top. Th: secured to heel of bamboo also a printed notice in tin case attached to 
whole forms a COD"PICllOllS mark . ' 
either east or west. spar above the pIle. 

The cylinder con taming oili- P' h d t t £' th . ht R d h t . . 
cial documents is placed in the ItC e en !Or e mg. ea a s or evemng servICe. 
body of the cairn. 

HOUTS tra\'cl1crl, 7~. 
Estimated distance travclled,12'. 
Encamped for rest, 1St hours. 
Detained nt depot, 1 hour. 
'Vind and weather, E. S. E. 
-1o.g.s. 
T {8 A.)I. + 29°. 

emp. 8 P. :'II. + 280. 

Hours travelled, 9. 
Estimated distance travelled, 9i'. 
Encamped for rest, 15 hours. 
\Vind and weather, calm, m.s. 
T {7 A.U. + 99°. 

emp. 5 p.~I. + S;:l0. 

Hours tra\'elled, 6-1. 
Estimated distancc- travtlJed, 8'. 
Encamped for rest, 15 hours. 
Detained for observation, 2i h. 
\Vind and weather, S.E., 2 b.c. 
T {SA.:\I.+2GO. 

erop. 5 P.)I. + 2G¢. 

Hours travelled, 8k. 
Estimated distancetra\'clled, 12'. 
Encamped for rest, 15i hours. 
""'ind and weatber, S.E., 6 m.o. 
T {7 A.)I. + 25°. 

cmp. .5 P.M. + 290. 

TWELFTH JOURNEY. 

111onda!/, 2d.-S h. A.}!. wind moderate from E.S.E. Weather overcast 
and misty. 

8 h. 30 m. A.M. struck tent, and proceeded, over very hummocky ice, 
towards what I conceived to be the hilI under which Lieutenant Aldrich 
had placed his depot. 11 h. 30 m. observed three bears (one large and 
two small) in the neighbourhood of depot. 

15 m. P.}!. arrived at point N., and pitched tent. Found all the pro
visions safe. Left one pemmican case (for contents see detailed report), 
and a tin containing record and letters for Lieutenant Aldrich. Covered 
the whole with large stones and gravel. 

2 h. P.}!. struck tent, and commenced our return. 
with snow. Steered by sledge marks of morning. 
travelling. 

Thick misty weather, 
Floe very heavy for 

6 h. P.}!. arrived at and pitched the tent in the position of last night on 
point M. 

THIRTEENTH JOURNEY. 

Tuesda!/, 3d June.-Calm, thick misty weather, with snow. Part of the 
fuel used for boiling the chocolate was some lichen, an abandance of 
which was distribnted over the point. 7. A.M. struck tent, and went on 
to the eastward. 

Noon, stopped for luncheon. 1 h. P.}!. went on; weather misty. 
5 h. P.}!" pitched the tent for the night on the floe. 

FOURTEENTH JOURNEY. 

Wednesday, 4th.-8 A.}!, weather fine, with a light breeze from S.E. 
Struck tent, and proceeded towards point H. 10 h. A.}I. arrived off the 
point. Obtained observations for variation, and ascended to the summit 
of point, from " .. hence I obtained a round of angles. 

Waited till noon for the mer. ~, which gave the lat. 75° 0' 41" N. 
30 m. p. M; moved on, steering for point G. 2 h. a breeze from S.E:; 
weath~r fine, and weather moderately good for travelling; made sail. 
5 h. pItched tent for the night. 

FIFTEENTH JOURNEY. 

Thursday, 5th.-Wind strong from S.E.; thick misty weather. 8 h. A.)I. 

str.uck te~t; made sail, and proceeded. 9 h. stopped for a short time at 
pomt G., III order to gather a bag full of moss and lichen for fuel. 
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10 b. 30 m. A.M., examined depot on point F. Found it safe. Noon, 
lunched. 1 h. P.M. proceeded under sail to the nortbward. 5b. 30m. P.}I. 

pitcbed tent for the night on the floe. 

SIXTEENTH JOURNEY. 

Frid(I,Y, 6th.-Wind fresh from N.N.W., with 
snow; no land visible. Noon, lunched. 

thick misty weather, and Hours travelled, st. 
E~timated distance travelled, S'. 

2h. 15m. P.M. weather cleared a little; saw the land. Wind veered I ound 
to S.E. Struck tent; made sail, and proceeded. 

5h. 45m. arrived at S.E. point of island O. Pitched the tent on gravel. 
Weather clearing rapidly in S.E. quarter. 

9h. P.~I. weather beautifully fine; sun shining brightly. Commenced 
ascent of hill in centre of island, accompanied by three men with instru
ments. From the summit I obtained a round of angles and bearings, and 
at eleven returned to tent. 

SEVENTEENTH JOURNEY. 

Encamped for rest, 14;\- hour!. 
Detained by weather, 6t hours. 
'Vind and { N. !\.'V .. 50,m. 

w('ather, S.E., 50.m. 
T {8 A.:\I. + 30°, 

t'mp. 9 P,?I. + ~OO. 

SaturdaJJ, 7th.-Calm and foggy. lOh. A.~r. weather cleared a little, Hour, travelled, S. 

occasioned by a strong breeze from the southward. Struck tent, Illade btima",d dhtance travdled. 9. 
·1 d d d d . P P bl k . 1 I d Encamped f"r rest, 16 hOUr<. Sal, an procee e towar S POUlt. arty una e to 'eep up Wit 1 S e ge. lJetaiued by weather, 3 hours. 

lOh. 10m. sledge capsized in a heavy squall. Lowered the sail, and Wind ,nd{ calm, 0 o.f . 
. h dId M d ·1 d 'd d PI d I welther, south,7o.m. fig te S e ge. a e Sa!, an procee e. ace one man on wcat Jer T {8.S0. '.>1. + .HO. 

side of sledge as ballast. Two men steering by means of track-belts emp. 3.0. P.". + 33°. 

secured to lee quarter. 
1 h. P.~1. lowered the sail, and had luncheon. 1 h. 45 m. made sail, and 

proceeded. 3 h. arrived at point P. Found a tin contall1ll1g printed 
record, left by Lieutenant J\I'Clintock. Pitched the tent on the shingle 
for the night. 

EIGHTEEKTH JOURNEY. 

Sunda,1j, 8th.-Wind south, ,,·ith thick gloomy weather. k h. A.1!. left 
the tent to obtain angles on point where I left a printed notice. 

It was not nntil 11 h. 30 m. A.M. that I succeeded in doing "'hat was 
required. I had, however, the satis£'lction of tracing the land all round \ 
with the exception of a gap, Q, about four miles in width, and thi" I am 
inclined to think, forms the Illouth of a bay or inlet of no great deptb, the 
circuitous nature of the neighbouring coast line being, in Illy opinion, a 
sufficient warrant.y for such a supposition. 

On returning to the tent had luncheon, at 30 Ill. I'.~I. struck tent, 
and proceeded. Wind strong frolll south, with occasional falls of snow. 
5 h. 15. pitched tent for the night on the floe. Read prayers. 

NINETEENTH JOURNEY. 

lJfonday, 9th June.-8 h. A.~I. wind S.S.E. Weather gloomy. with occa
sional fall of snow. Struck tent, and proceeded towards point E. 30 P.~f. 
pitched tent for luncheon. 1 h. 30 m. struck tent, and went on. 3 h. 
crossed the track of a Illusk ox or largc deer. 

5 h. 30. P.M. stopped close under west side of point E. Pitched the 
tent on the floe, the land being too steep to sleep 011 shore. 

TWENTIETH JOURNEY. 

Tuesday 1OIlz.-Wind fresh from S.S.E. Weather overcast and gloomy. 
8 h. 30 m. left the sledge with orders to proceed, and ascended summit 
of point to obtain angles. 

9 h. 15 m. A.M. joined the sledge. 15 m. P.M. stopped for luncheon. 
Saw a flock of 25 looms. . 

2 h. 40. P.M. arrived at point D. From this point ,ye took the four. days 
provisions we had left on our outward journey, ane. secured the remal11der. 

2. N n 

Hours lra\'elletl, 4;. 
I~stimat('d distalll'L·traH!lled. 7 ~!. 
Encamped for rE:'st, 141 hour~. 
Detaincd for ob~ervatiun. 
-11- houl'~. 
"~ind and weather, ~outlH'r]y, 
5 u.s.m. 

1. {R ,\'~l. + ~2°. cmp. , 5.:l0, r.:'!I. + 36. 
* The land \Va~ composed or 

a :c;.erit's of points, ~lpparently 
funnin~ btl)",;, ~imjlar to tho')!! 
north of mv la-t station. The 
most dista~t puint<;, formill~ 
g:ap Q, were estimated to be 25' 
distant. 

Hours travelled, ai. 
Estimatcd distance travelled, 14'. 
Encamped fur re"t, IS! hours. 
Wind and} S. S.E. 
w~ather, :3 g.s. 

T { 
R A. M. + 44°. 

emp. ... 5 . ..)0. 1'.)1. + 38. 

Hours travelled, .5. 
E .. timaled distance tra\'elled, 8'. 
Encamped for rc~t, 18k hOHTS. 

D('tain~d lor (lbservations, i h. 
"'"ind and weather, S.S.E.,50.q. 
Temp. 8 A.lf. + 44°, 



Hours travelled, 8t. 
Estimated distance travelled, 8'. 
Encamped for rest, 151 hours. 
Wind and {var. 2 f. 

weather, calm, a.b.c. 
T { 8 A. M. + 44°, 

emp. 6 J'. :;,\1. + 3So, 

Hours travelled, 8. 
Estimated distance travelled, 8'. 
EIl~amped for rest, I6h. 
Windand} ".W. 
weather, 9 b.c, o.r. 
T {SO A.!\OI. + S3°, 

emp. 5 P.M, + 310, 

Hours travelled, 9t. 
E ... timalel. distance travelled, II', 
Encamped for rest, 14~h. 
Wind and} S. W. 
weather, 5 o. g. 
Temp. 8.a..H. + SO. 
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TWENTY-FIRST JOURNEY. 

Wednesday llth.-Wind light and variable, with a fog. 8 h. 30. struck 
tent, and proceeded. Found the surface of the floe very heavy. 

30. P.M. stopped for luncheon. 1 h. 30 m. P.M. proceeded. Fog began 
to lift. 5 h. 45 m. pitched tent for the night. Calm; weather very fine. 

TWENTY-SECOND JOURNEY. 

Thursday, 12th June.-Wind light from N.W.; weather fine. 8 h. A.M. 

proceeded, steering for Griffith's Island. During the. forenoon a thick 
foa came on. 30 m. P.M. stopped for luncheon. 

"I h. 30. P.M. went on. The floe during the day was worse than we had 
before experienced it; the men sinking at times above their knees in 
pools of water. 5 h. pitched the tent for the night on the floe. 

TWENTY-THIRD JOURNEY. 

Friday 13th.-Wind fresh from S.W.; weather overcast and gloomy. 
8 h. A.M. struck tent and proceeded. Floe very bad. 

Noon, stopped for luncheon. 1 h. P.M. went on. Observed the ships. 
6 h. 10. arrived alongside the "Resolute." 

ABSTRACT OF JOURNEYS. 

Number of days out 
Ditto ditto home . 

Total hours travelled 
Total distance travelled, estimated 
Distance in a direct line, ditto 
Total hours encamped for rest and luncheon 

Ditto, detained by weather 
Mean rate of travelling per day, out 

Ditto ditto ditto, home 
Detained at depot -
Ditto, for observations 

11 
II 

169! 
198 
190 
350! 

9! 
8 
9·4. 
4!h. 
9~h. 

Captain AUSTIN to Mr. G. F. M'DoUGALL, Second Master of Her Majesty's 
Ship "Resolute," late in charge of the sledge" Beaufort." 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," off' Wolstenholme Sound, 
Sir, Baffin's Bay, 3d September 1851. 

I ~ave to acknowledge the receipt of your report and journal of pro
ceedmgs between the 22d of May and the 13th of June last which has 
afforded me much satisfaction. ' 

The manner in which you performed the service intrusted to vou has 
my full approbation, . a~d will, I have no doubt, be favourably considered 
by the Lords CommlSSI?nerS of the Admiralty. 

I am much pleased wIth the manner in which you have been able to 
speak of your crew, which has been made known to them. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, Captain. 
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Sir, 

( 283 ) 

Captain Austin's Papers 

Captain AUSTIN to the SECRETARY of the ADMffiALTY, transmitting 

Official Documents. 

No.2, Hans Place, Sloane Street, London' 
29th October 1851. 

L I have the honour to transmit herewith the Memorandums and miscel-
, J>"'e 

laneous Documents relating to the proceedings of the Expedition late under my',~f"_t; 
" Of}/, 

charge, specified on the other side hereof, which it has now become necessary'<~ 
should be laid before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, for the 

information of the Arctic Committee now sitting. 

2 N n ~ 

I have, &c. 

HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain Royal Navy, late in charge 

of the Arctic Expedition. 
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THE DOCUMENTS REFERRED TO. 

No. of 
Enclosure. Page 

I.-Summer Daily Routine of Duty, ::IIa)' 1850. (Not printed.) 

2.-Substance of Record for depositing, 3d July 1850 - 285 

3.-Copy of Hecord deposited at Beechy Island, 29th August 1850 • 285 

+._ Winter Daily Routine of Duty, lst November 1850. (Not printed.) 

5.-Addenda to the Winter Routine. (Kot printed.) 

6.-Communication of Arrangements for Excursion Days for Travelling Partie3, 
9th ;\IJrcll 1851. (Xot printed.) 

7.-Daily Routine of Duty during the preparation. of the Travelling Parties, 
20th March IS51. (Kot printed.) 

S.-Form issued for the information and I(uidance of each Officer in charge of a Travelling 
Party; as also the Description of Report called for from each, :t2d March 1851 • 286 

9.-Copy of Letter deposited with Official Documents at Pond's Bay, ISth August 1850 • 290 

IO.-Arrangements for Travelling Parties to commeDce training at their Sledges, 
29th :\Iarch 1851. (Kot printed.) 

ll.-Captain Austin calling for a Report, in detail, of the Equipment of Sledges, 
5th April 1851. (Not printed.) 

12.-Arrangements for the Departurc of Travelling Parties, 5th April 1851. (Not printed.) 

13.-General J\1emoranclum. Captain Austin recording his sense of the high state of 
Efficicncy, &c. of the Travelling Parties, 12th April 1851 • 291 

H.-An Address delivered by Captain Austin to the Travelling Parties on the occasion of 
their departure, 15th April 1851 • 291 

Ij.-A modified Houtine of Duty, after the departure of the Travelling Parties, 
17th April li':;I. (Xot prillted.) 

16.-Arrangements for the Burial of Geo. S. Malcolm, (captain, hold,) 14th May 1815. 
( Xot printed.) 

17.-Copies of Three Recorda deposited (Cape \\'alker, southward and westward from 
Cape Walker, Bathurst Island), ;\Iay and June 1851 • 292 . 

IS.-General Memorandum. The last of the Travelling Parties having returned, Captain 
Austin entreating all to keep the coming Sabbath with humility and thanksgiving, 
5th July 1851 • 293 

19.-Captain Austin calling general attention to the Summer Daily Houtine of Duty, after 
the return of the Travelling Parties, 6th August 1851. (Not printed.) 

20.-.Captain Austin giving Sir John Ross his cognizance of the circumstances under which 
a decked boat and deput were left near Cape Spencer, 12th August 1851. 
(Xot printed. ) 

21.-Copies uf Two Records deposited at Beechy Island and Cape vVarrender, 12th and 14th 
August 1851'. • - • • • • 293 

Z2.-Captain Ommanney'g Report of Proceedings while detached "~4t~p~!b:: 1851· • 295 

'~J.-Ordcr to "Pioneer" to look for" Intrepid," 6th September 1851. Cancelled the 
same day. • • • _. • 295 

24,.-Captain Austin calling for Duplicates of Travelling Parties' Journals, for the reasons 
assigneJ, 12th September 1851 • 295 
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Enclosure 2 of No. 13 of 1851. 

SUBSTANCE OF RECORD to be deposited on visiting or examining any spot. 

Her Majesty's Ships ________ _ 

(Date) ______ _ 

Visited this, proceeding in search of the Expedition under Sir J. Franklin. 
Making for 
All well (or as the case may be). 
No trace yet found of the missing vessels (or as the case may be). 

The officer leaving for this service will hold himself responsible for the com
plete efficiency of the boat, as well as for a proper provision of clothing for the 
people. The quantity of provisions depending on circumstances, but not to 
be less than one day's. 

It is to be recorded, for insertion in the log, time of boat's leaving; of 
reaching the shore; description of examination, with time occupied therein' 
time of boat's leaving the shore, and of her arrival on board. ' 

The following suggest themselves as the material of the provision for the 
boat, viz.: 

Sails and a spare oar, a small cask, pole, and tin. 
Carpenter's bag, tallow, lead, fearnought canvas, hammer, nails, &c. 
About fifty fathoms of whale line, junk axe, lance, two muskets and ammu

nition, two boring pikes, a shovel, boat or ice anchor, and lead-line twenty 
fathoms. 

Boat's binnacle, flagstaff, four maroons, one whistle, and boat's store. 

(Signed) H.T.A. 
" Resolute," July 3, 1850. 

Enclosure :3 of No. 13 of 18.51. 

CoPY of the DOCU~IE"T deposited in the Cairn erected at Beechy Island, 
29th August 1850. 

This Cairn was erected, and Record deposited, by direction of Captain 
Horatio T. Austin, Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," which vessel, with her 
tender " Pioneer," visited this place on the 28th of August 1850. These 
vessels, with the" Assistance" and her tender, are in search of the Expedition 
under Sir John Franklin, of whom evident traces have been discovered near 
this spot, clearly showing that the two ~hips composing that Expedition passed 
the winter (1845-1846) in the small inlet adjacent. 

Up to the moment of this deposit, although a very complete search has been 
made around these considered winter quarters, as well as some distance up, 
the eastern side of Wellington Strait, yet no record has been found giving any 
account of intentions, or of the direction taken by the missing Expedition. 

There is a large depot of provisions and fuel, with a steam launch, at 
Whaler Point, Port Leopold, on the western side of Prince Regent's Inlet; and 
a small depot of provisions, and a sailing boat, near to Cape Spencer, on the 
eastern ~ide of this inlet. 
. qn the 29th of August (this day) the" Assistance" and her tender were 
III SIght, fi'Olll the summit of Beechy Island. 

The" Resolute" and her tender, as a so the" Felix," Captain Sir John 
Ross, are fast t? .the land ice in the bay on the western s~de of Beech'y. Island; 
and the. ExpedItIon of Captain Penny, and the AmerlCan ExpedItIon, are 
approachmg the same floe. 

It is the intention for the " Resolute" and her tender to endeavour to reach 
Cape Hotham. A gale from S.S.W. is blowing, and at this time it is too dark 
to lllsure a proper lead being taken. 

2. N n 3 
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Having reached Cape Hotham, and no sure testi~ony bein~ discovered 
there that the missing Expedition proceeded up WellIngton StraIt, then the 
" Resolute" and her tender will then prosecute to the south-west: however, 
unhappily, upon the last view from Beec?.f Island, pr~spects of advancing to 
the south-west were anything but prOmISIng. The lce from the centre of 
WellinCTton Strait across to the southern shore, appeared one unbroken field. 

The "American 'Expedition have a travelling Party away for two ~ays, from 
the 28th instant, to search up the eastern shore of WellIngton StraIt, beyond 
Cape Innes. . . . 

All are well, and fiill of determInatIOn ill the cause. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 
Captain, and in charge of the Arctic Expedition. 

Enclosure 8 of No. 13 of 1851. 

FORM issued for the Information and Guidance of each Officer in charge of a 
Travelling Party; as also the Description of Report called for from each. 

Sledge" Reserve," Southern Division-Southern Branch. 

A REPORT of the state and condition of Her Majesty's sledge" Blenheim," 
Mr. HOPE commanding. Dated 13th March 1851. 

Is sledge complete in every 
particular, including drag' 
ropes and hide lashings for 
L.;e and spare, and marked? 
Are there spare crossbars, 
hr.\\' many? will they do for 
llshes? 

Is tent complete and 
marked; and five pikes ready, 
one being fitted with an ice 
chisel? 

Is floor cloth ready and 
marked? 

Is gutta percha or oiled 
canvas casing ready and 
marked? which? 

Are wolf skins ready? how 
many? 

Are blanket bags ready 
and marked? 

Sledge is complete and marked; a drag rope 
of white hemp has been fitted with Turks heads 
to be secured at after ends; strap and thimble 
at fore end for guide; there will be two hanging 
stops to battens, and rope crossed with seizing 
at most suitable place for fair strain. A copper 
step is fitted at fore end for flag-staff. A set 
of hide lashings are preparing for relashing bat
tens thronghout before departure, as also half a 
spare set. Three spare crossbars are preparing, 
two in one piece to answer as a long fish. 

Tent is complete and marked. Five pikes 
are selected and marked, fOllr cut to 8 feet 
II inches, and have leather protectors over points; 
one has a snug copper hook riveted on its side, 
and another will be fitted with a chisel. 

It is complete and in good order, not yet 
marked; is fitted to aid as a sail if a fair wind. 

Gutta percha casing has been selected; not 
yet put to its place, but will be so npon the 
occa~ion of relashing the sledge, depending on 
the nse of the temperature; when if fonnd de
fective it is proposed taking the oiled canvas 
casing which is preparing for the limited or 
auxiliary sledge, in which case new canvas will 
be supplied for such short party. 

. Two are selected, the first is ready, the last is 
In hand being increased; will be complete and 
marked by next retnrn. 

Yes, with the exception of two, which it is 
hoped will be so by next return. 



Is shovel received? 

Is cooking apparatus ready 
and marked, also spare cook
ing apparatus? 

Is there a knapsack ready 
for each man ? 

Is officers' haversack ready; 
also luncheon haversack? 

Are guns selected and 
ready? how many, and what 
are they? 

Is ammunition ready? what 
proportion? 

Is the balr for sundries 
stowed complete? what does 
it contain? 

Is each person provided 
with a spoon, knife, and 
pannikin? 

Are instruments necessary 
for observations selected and 
ready? what are they? 

Is there a skeleton chart 
made? 
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Yes, a strong one, marked and returned for 
security. 

Cooking apparatus, with tinder box, is com
plete .and in good order, having been thoroughly 
exammed ; has had lugs fitted to stand; has been 
covere.d, marked, and ~eturned for security. 
Expenments are now bemg made in the com
bustion of tallow, to determine the most suitable 
description of spare cooking apparatus. 

A knapsack for each man has been received, 
complete; fitted, tried on the back, and found to 
answer; marked and returned for security. 

Officers' haversack has been received, fitted 
to its proper place on the officer, marked, 
and retained in officer's possession. Luncheon 
haversack has been received complete, marked, 
and returned for security. 

Guns are not yet selected; covers on board 
are being appropriated for them, slings are 
fitting; all to be marked by next return. 

Ammunition is deferred for the present, in 
the hope that some special "wire cartridges" 
may be fabricated in time. Fearnought bag 
will be taken in hand as soon as water-bottles 
are covered, being impressed, that upon the 
occasif)n of training excursions a water-bottle 
taken a third full will prove most judicious. 

Is now in hand, will be marked, made com
plete when dry, and then returned for security. 

Yes, and they are marked, and it may prove 
satisfactory to state that the result of the last 
training excursion showed they were very 
important items in the equipment. 

There are selected, and ready, a 7-inch Trow
ton sextant and an artificial horizon, got up 
most admirably by the engineers of our valuable 
tenders, hut should it not be found sufficiently 
true upon comparative observation, then a COUl

mon artificial horizon will be taken, and if the 
officer's strength only proves equal to his desire, 
the additional weight shall not be thrown on 
the labouring oar. Also a Kater's compass, the 
reading of which it is intended to practise before 
departure, a pocket chronometer, and a thermo
meter with its error upon the standard. Also, 
a portable telescope. 

Will be prepared, awaiting a little more 
strength of sun for a better light. 

Are tracking belts in good Belts are in good order and marked; a penny 
order? piece is undergoing trial, as wooden stop IS 

liable to break. 

2. Nn4 



Is the tin case of medical 
stores inade up and ready? 
enumerate its contents? 
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The tin ~ase o~ medical stores is preparing. 
not forgettmg splmts, and to be completed in 
every way under the special responsibility of 
the surgeon, who is also preparing a few" simple 
directions" on the management of its contents 
and the treatment of such casualties as may, 
be likely to occur. 

Are kites ready? 
many? 

how Not yet provided, as their provision, it is 
believed, is a measure of individual gift; there 
shall not be a want of due solicitation for three; 
as soon as obtained ash spreaders will be fitted, 
kites marked and tried. 

Are wax candles and cot
ton matches ready? state the 
quantities? 

Is there a brush for clothes? 

Is there a lantern ? 

J s distinguishing flag read y? 

Are water-bottles ready? 

Have measures for spirits 
been supplied? 

Is the party provided with 
the prayer adapted for Arctic 
~ervice, and a ~mall Bible? 

What provision is made 
for the protection of the eyes? . 

A tin is preparing for wax candles and brim. 
stone cotton matches; the former not yet reo 
ceived, the latter will be made in washhouse if 
they can be, if not, then at range fire, under my 
own immediate inspection. 

A clothes brush will be obtained and marked 
as soon as there is a spare hand to make mo· 
cassins for Thomas Cutwell, who is employed 
marking. 

Have every reason to believe a small strong 
one will be obtained from some earnest well· 
wisher, who is to remain behind; if not, suall 
feel safe when applying to the zeal in the 
engineering department. 

It is ready, and if it continues to fly beside the 
earnest endeavour (" heart and hand") that will 
be put forward to accomplish the task assigned 
to us, I look forward with grateful satisfaction 
to its flying amongst those I~ost dear to me. 

Are complete and marked, except Thomas 
Sleeper's, who has my positive desire to bring it 
for my inspection at 4 1'.;\1. on Monday next. 

They have been demanded: the branch to 
which they belong thinks therc is yet time; if 
not ready by Wednesday next, shall forthwith 
make application to a mechanical friend for this 
item, in order that they may be completed by 
Friday evening. 

Hope to obtain a prayer. Intend selecting 
a Bible from one of those composing the party, 
and as in duty bound, keeping in view the spirit of 
the first article of war, (independently of other 
feelings,) shall endeavour to impress upon those 
under my charge, that without full reliance in 
the precepts inculcated therein we have no right 
to expect a reward for our labours. 

Have two yards of crape to meet a casualty, 
but not yet determined if a frame protector for 
each man or a prqjecting veil: but each man is 
to provide himself with a common veil from the 
two yards issue of last spring, being fully alive 
to t?e necessity. of the utmost care in guard!ng 
IIgamst snow blindness, as well, that if that Im
portant part of the frame, the eye, is out of 
order, the whole internal system will most likely 
suffer. 



Number of days of each 
article stowed ready for put. 
ting on the sledge, with an 
account of the number and 
description of packages in 
which the several articles are 
stowed :-biscuit, pemmican, 
biscuit dust, boiled pork, rum, 
lime juice and sugar, tea and 
sugar, Moore's chocolate and 
sugar, tobacco, spirits of wine, 
tallow. 

Number of days provisions 
stowed in packages for de
positing? Number and de
scription of packages, with a 
statement of the periods the 
depots are proposed to be 
made? 

Is the walking dress of each 
Illan complete? If not COIU

plete, what is required to 
make it so? 

Is the spare clothing of 
each man complete? If not 
complete, what is required to 
make it so? 

When will party in walking 
dress and sledge be ready 
for inspection? 

How long will it take to 
pack provisions after order is 
given? 
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The stowing of provisions has not yet been 
con~~en~ed; .the officer in whose charge they are, 
~ntlclpatIllg III every possible way the demands 
hkely to be made, has begun to have boiled 16 
pie~es of pork ever~ salt-meat day, and although 
he lS not so much III advance in the preparation 
as his activity and energy would seem to denote, 
still it is hoped that it will be packed very soon 
after directions are given. 

Fifteen bags have been made and marked of 
worn canvass for stowing thirty days' dry pro
visions, one four-gallon can and four four-pound 
soup and bouilli tins converted for rum, and two 
four-pound soup and bouilli tins converted for 
lime juice. All these have been marked and 
returned into store, awaiting order for filling. 
Three canvass bags are also made and marked 
for stowing thirty-five pounds of tallow for fuel, 
and small paper bags arc making for the daily 
allowance of tea and sugar, as most ingeniously 
proposed by the clerk in charge of" A"istancc." 

There are in a forward state of preparation for 
one large depot, one large and one small potato 
case for dry provisions, one two-gallon can for 
rum, and one two-gallon can for spirits of wine. 
It is hoped that these will be ready and marked 
by next return. An experiment is now being 
made to detennine the best description of vessel 
for burning tallow, as also the best wicks. Should 
it be determined to leave a depot of spirits of 
wine, it is to be stowed in a tin case. Am keeping 
in view that tin vessels may hereafter prove 
valuable in aiding to cook, 

Of each man is complete, marked, and has 
been fitted on his person, with the exception of 
boots, respecting which there is at this moment 
a little doubt; but should bootmaker fail, and 
" Assistance" and" Intrepid" be complete, there 
is no cause to doubt that "A ssistance" will be 
ready and willing to help. Mitts arc fitted with 
lanyards. 

Spare clothing for each man is being marked, 
will be examined, and, it is hoped, reported 
complete and in good order by next return. The 
question of spare boots and cloth jacket not yet 
decided upon. 

It is hoped by the 28th of March. 

From three to four days. 

1/01" Soutltern Division. 

Has an instrument for 
breaking ice been received? 
what is it? 

2. 

It is considered that two light junk axes will 
be the best, and which, it is hoped, will be 
selected and marked by next return. 

00 



Is a line provided for 
making soundings, &c.; its 
description and length? 

Are two of Halket's boats 
ready and efficient in every 
respect for service? 
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Yes, a small white line of fifty fathoms has 
been provided, and a small spare chisel (that may 
be also useful for separating pemmican) for a 
lead. 

The Halket's boats are at hand, awaiting arise 
of temperature for their examination. 

REMARKS. 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday of the week, excursions were made in the 
forenoon for fully three hours and a half each day, at a moderate pace. 

In excursions moderation has been observed, keeping in view that there may 
be some who may hereafter prove most valuable in-stability and endurance, and 
yet may not be able to keep the same pace as those who are taller and more 
powerful at the present time. 

In the desire to keep down the weights, the measure of efficiency has not 
been lost sight of, recollecting that each party should be complete in itself, 
and that the country to be travelled does not offer any resources. 

With reference to packages for depots, care is taken that they are prepared 
with due regard to weather and animals;' as also that in leaving depots, due 
care is taken that the quantity remaining on the sledge is not too limited. 

JOHN HOPE, 

Lieutenant commanding. 

Examined, approved, and submitted for the information of Captain 
Horatio T. Austin, C.B., Her Majesty's Ship "Resolute," and in 
charge of the Expedition. 

WILLIAM FAITHFUL, 

Captain commanding Southern Division. 

Note.-The foregoing is an outline of a return required to be sent in for the 
n~xt week~ after ,;hich it will be n~cessary to show only what is not complete, 
WIth the tIme for It to be so, exercIse for the week, with suggestions thereon 
for the next week. 

When inspectio.n ~s made, a ~eport must ~e delivered, in every detail giving 
the number, descnptIon, and weIght ofa11 artIcles in the equipment. 

22d March 1851. 
(Signed) H. T. A. 

Enclosure 9 of No. 13 of 1851. 

LETTER addressed to the Person into whose Hands the Official Documents 
deposited at. Pond's Bay may fall. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," Pond's Bay, 
18th August 1850. 

I shall feel very grateful to the Master of any whaler, or other person into 
wh?se hands these ~ocu~e~ts may fall, if he will kindly reward the native who 
de).ivers them to hIm, g~vmg an account thereof, in order that he may be 
relm~ursed, and forwarding them with all despatch to the Secretary of the 
Adnuralty. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain, &c. 
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Enclosure 13 of No. 13 of 1851. 

GENERAL MEMORANDUM. 

Captain AUSTIN to Captain 9MMANNEY, .Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," and 
the Officers and Ships Compames composing the Expedition. 

Having returned from an 
satisfaction, and given me 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," in Winter Quarters between 
Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, 12th April 185l. 

important duty that has afforded me very great 
much confidence for the future, I hasten to 

promulgate ;- . 
That the unanimity and good feeling that has existed throuahout our 

community, the go~d conduct of the crews.' ~nd the respect and r:'gard they 
h.ave shown for their o~cers; the earne~t wI1lmgness that has been displayed 
smce the plan of the llltended operatIOns has been made known with the 
existing spirit and the efficiency of preparation that I have this day 'witnessed 
calls for my placing on record- ' 

That my best thanks are due, first, to my brother officer and able second in 
the Ex~edition, to the senior and junior officers of all grades, and to the ship's 
compames. 

Being satisfied that every preparation that industry with our means will 
admit has been made, (much of which was first developed by Lieutenant 
M'Clintock, to whom my best thanks are due,) I feel that all that perseverance 
and energy can accomplish will be done to carry out the great object of our 
mission. 

I feel it a duty imposed on my station to entreat all to keep the Sabbath 
day (to-morrow), with humility and prayer, reflecting on the great goodness 
that has hitherto been vouchsafed unto us, and craving sincerely and earnestly 
for continued protection and guidance. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 
Captain, &c. 

Enclosure 14 of No. 13 of 1851. 

AN ADDRESS made by Captain AUSTIN to the SPRING SEARCHING PARTIES, 
on the Occasion of their Departure from the North-west Point of Griffith 
Island in execution of the duties assigned to them. 

15th April 1851. 

Although my opinion on what I have this day witnessed must be placed 
upon official record, yet I cannot deprive myself of the satisfaction, or you of 
the justice, of expressing upon this spot my feelings thereon. 

As the one entrusted with this Expedition, it has been a cause of sincere 
satisfaction to me, the unanimity and good feeling towards each other that has 
existed throughout our little community from the day we embarked under one 
head and under one cause; and I believe I may with certainty add that the 
general good conduct of the ships companies, with the due respect and regard 
they have shown for their officers, has been most creditable to all, and that 
from the time these extensive operations, entailing labour and privation, have! 
been made known, the high spirit and real earnestness with which all have 
entered into the preparation, and desire to go forward, has afforded me the 
highest gratification, and enables me to look forward with much confidence 
for the future. For all of which, I desire at once to offer my best thanks; 
first, to my brother officer, and, second, to the senior and junior officers of all 
grades, and to the crews, who may rest assured that their labour and fatigue 
will be remembered and cared for to the end. 

To all, then, let me enjoin obedience, respect! and reg~r~ to authority, (the 
eyes of the British Navy are upon us,) entreatmg u~ammlty of puryose and 
hearty good feeling one towards another. Our cause IS one,-humamty; then 
let us persevere. . . . .. . 

Therefore, should there be any little feeling eXIstmg. out of which. IrrI~atlOn 
may arise, I ask that, before departure, forgiveness, forbearance, and Justice be 

2, 002 
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exhibited; those who are strong should be the first to show mercy, and. proffer 
the hand of good fel1owship. " 

Believing, that with our means all has been done that mdustry, skIll, and 
human foresight can devise, we must not forget that much, ver.}:'" much, has been 
devcloped by Lieutenant M'Clintock before we saw our way m the matter as 
"'e do now. 

I am reminded of one other subject, that as the chief, or as the centurion of 
old I cannot look around at the health, strength, and earnestness of you all, 
without being fully impressed that the Divine Hand has been with us; for 
when reflecting upon the great work we have entered upon, how much mercy 
has been vouchsafed unto us, and how important that we should ask earnestly 
for a continuance thereof, I crave of all, then, who have shown so much zeal 
and energy in other duties to joi~ each ?ther to-morrow che~rfully, but earnestly 
amI sincerely, in prayer and praIse, bemg thoroughly convmced that the Lord 
I-Ie is God alone. 

In conclusion, I beg to assure all present that, although I shaIl not be per-
8011alh· sharinO" the toil with them, yet my anxious, warmest wishes, and 
earne;t prayer~ will be in constant action for their protection and guidance until 
their return. 

Enclosure 17 of No. 13 of 1851. 

RECORD deposited at Cape '" alker, Barrow's Strait, and large Cairn erected 
by ';\lr. F. J. KRABBE, Second Master, and Sledge Party. 

This cairn was erected by a party from the Expedition composed of " Reso
lute," " Assistance," steam tenders" Pioneer" and" Intrepid," searching for the 
missing' Expedition under Sir John Franklin, in pursuance of the directions of 
Captain Horatio T. Austin, C.B., in charge. The four vessels are still in 
winter quarters between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands. Two brigs under 
Captain Penny, and a schooner under Sir John Ross, on the same mission, are 
aI"o in winter quarters in a bay on the south-western side of Cornwallis Island, 
about 20 miles to the eastward of Cape Martyr. At this period (27th ~1ay 
1;';,)1) searching parties arc out to the southward and to the westward on this 
side of Barrow Strait in the direction of :'leIville Island, and to the northward 
between the snpposed islands on the north side of the strait. Last ac
counts were 6th May from the party to the westward fi'om Cape Walker; 
6th :\1 ay at Cape Gillman, Byam Martin Island, from the Melville Island 
party; and 28th April from the party to the northward at Cape Cock
burn, Bathurst Island. The party to the southward fr0111 Cape Walker, for 
whom the party erecting this cairn are waiting, has not been heard of since it 
le~ this rlace on the 2..J.th A Eril 10;;;1. The search of Wellington Strait is 
hemg earned out by the Expedition under Captain Penny. An examination to 
the northward, across Cornwallis Island, i" on foot under Commander Phillips 
from the schooner of Sir John Ross. C p to this period no further traces (since 
th?~e .of Beechy Island) .have been fou.nd ?f the missing Expedition. 

1 hiS land was first VISited by Captam Erasmus Ommanney of Her Majesty's 
Ship" Assistance," on the 24th April IS;")I, who took possession of it in the 
name of the Sovereign of Great Britain. 

The results of the sey~ral searching parties not being known, the future 
movements of the ExpedItIon cannot be stated here. 

(Signed) 
20th ?lIay 1851. 

HORATIO T. AL"sTlN, 
Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute." 

.May 18;jl.-A similar record to the foregoing was deposited, and a large 
cmrn erected by .Mr. George F. Nl'Dougall, second master, and sledge party, 
on the southern shore of Bathurst Island, in latitude 75° 0' N. lonmtude 
99° 0' W. ' o· 

.June IS,jl.-A ~imilar record to the foregoing was deposited, and a large 
c:lIrn erected by Lieut. George F. Mecham and sledge party to the sonthward 
and westward from Cape Walker, in latitude 73° 55' N., longitude 99° 2j' W. 
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Enclosure 18 of No. 13 of 1851. 

GENERAL MEMORANDUM. 

Cap!ain AUSTIN. to Captain OMMANNE~, H~r Majesty's Ship "Assistance," the 
LIeutenants III charge of Her M1lJesty s Steam Tenders " Pioneer" and 
" Intrepid," and the Officers and Ships Companies composing the Expedition. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," Winter Quarters betw~en 
. . Cor~wallis and Griffith Islands, 5th July 1851. 

The last of the searchmg partIes havmg now returned in safety I feel it a 
duty imposed on my station to entreat all to keep the Sabbath day (to.morrow) 
with humility and thanksgiving, reflecting' on the great goodness and mercy 
that has been bestowed upon us, when considering the nature and extent of tlie 
undertaking, how few casualties have befallen us, and cravinO' sincerely and 
earnestly for continued protection and guidance. <:> 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 
Captain, &c. 

Enclosure 21 of No. 13 of 1851. 

RECORD delivered to "Felix," 12th August 1851, to deposit at 
Beechy Island. 

This Record was left by the Expedition composed of "Resolute," "Assist
ance," and their tenders "Pioneer" and" Intrepid," searching for the missing 
Expedition under Sir John Franklin, by direction of Captain Horatio T. Austin, 
C.B., in charge. The following are the results of the search by spring travel
ling parties (unhappily without any trace) ; viz.-

Southward and westward from Cape Walker to lat. 72° 40' N., long. 103° 25' W. 
South from Cape Walker to lat. 72° 52' N., long. 96° 50' W. 
Northward and westward from Cape Cockburn to lat. 76° II' N., 101lg. 

104~0 W. 
North from Point Griffith to lat. 76° 23' N., long. -1 n~ west, and the shores 

of Byam Martin Island. 
From Point Griffith along the sonth·eastern shores of Melville Island to 

Cape Dnndas, and on to Lyddon's Gulf, crossing overland to Winter Harbour. 
Lowther and the islands adjacent have also been searched. 
Captain Penny has made an extensive search of the shores of Wellington 

Strait (also without success). 
Under these circumstances I do not deem it prudent to prosecute any further 

search in either of those directions; and it is now the intention to proceed with 
all despatch to attempt the search of Jones's Sound. . 

The Expeditions of Captain Penny and Sir John Ross arc on theIr return to 
England. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute," 
12th August 1851. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 
Captain, &c. 

14th August 1851.-A similar record to the foregoing was this day deposited, 
and a cairn erected, at Cape Warrender, Lancaster Sound. 

Enclosure 22 of No. 13 of 1851. 

Captain OMMANNEY to Captain AUSTIN, C.B., of Her Majesty's Ship 
" Resolute," &c. &c. 

Her Majesty's Ship" Assistance," off Wolstenholme Island, 
Sir, 2d September 1851. 

Agreeably with your instructions of the 14th ultimo, to take charge of ~er 
Majesty's Ships "Resolute" and "Assistance," whilst you proceeded WIth 
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the steam tenders to examine Jones's Sound, I now beg to communicate my 
proceedings. 

Early on the 15th August, 3: beacon w.a~ erected, and the official record 
deposited on the most conspIcuoUS posItion that T could select at Cape 
Warrend~r, and then shaped a course for the appointed rendezvous on the 
east side of Baffin's Bay. 

On the 17th, in lat. 75° 18' N., long. 73° 45' W., our. progress was arrested 
by a body of closely packed ice, and on the dax followmg heavy streams set 
down so rapidly from the northward, that. the shIps became closely surrounded, 
requiring every exertion to ke~p them ~n the pools of water,. and frequently 
obliO'ed to bore through the Ice, carrymg a heavy press of canvas. The 
dire~tion of the leads through the ice obliged us to deviate from the direct 
course and took us to the northward of the Cary Islands; close under their 
lee (o~ the 20th ultimo), a space of clear water was fortunately gaine~, where 
we were detained three days, during which time a great body of lce was 
constantly driving away to the head of Baffin's Bay. 

On the north-western island a beacon was found, with the date 1827, and 
some initials marked on it, probably erected by some whaler. The islands 
abounded in sea-fowl (looms), which resort there to breed; we profited by 
the detention to procure a supply; directions were accordingly giyen for 
shooting parties from each ship, and they succeeded in obtaining nearly goo 
birds, as well as a quantity of scun-y grass, which grew in profusion. This 
supply afforded several days fresh (liet for the ereWii. Various fragments of 
ship-timber and oilcasks were picked up on the shores, which arc herewith 
transmitted. A beacon was erected, and an official document deposited on the 
North-western Island. 

A series of magnetic observations were obtained, and the poslbon of the 
islands proved to be different from that given in the Admiralty chart. On 
the 21st, being then four miles to the northward of the north-western island, 
in lat. 76° 48' N., I had a clear view to the northward, when the extreme of 
the land, an island presumed to be Hackluit, bore go E. of the sun at midnight, 
but nothing could be scm beyond. 

On the 23d, fresh southerly gales, with thick snow, set in, and the position 
of the ice changed so rapidly, that our constant attention was devoted to keep 
the ships in a space of clear water, which became very limited. 

On the 24th, the weather dearing, we found ourselves carried towards Cape 
Parry, and a remarkable conical monument on the coast. The wind continued 
blowing from the southward, in which direction the ice slackened and enabled 
the ships to be ~orked through the lanes of water, and on the' night of the 
26th had the sahsfaction of se~ing the ships in open water off Wolstenholme 
Island, but unable to approach It nearer than fifteen miles owing to the body 
of packed ice along the coast. ' 

As there ~ppe.ared no prospect of getting near Cape York, my object was to 
keep the SlllpS m open water, ready for your arrival at the rendezvous and 
accordingly cruized off the ~dge of the pack, between the parallel of Dalrymple 
Rock and C~pe Duddley DIggs until the 1 st at midnight, when the" Pioneer" 
was seen bOfmg through the pack towards us. 

Whiht in~ol,:ed .with the ice, the constant labour of working the ships 
through. the mtncacles, c.onsequent on the incessant changes in this navigation, 
the serVIce was accomphshed by the crews with their accustomed alacrity and 
eheelfulness. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ERASMUS OMMANNEY, 

Captain. 

P.S.-I also beg to enclose a track chart of my proceedings whilst in charge 
of Her Majesty's Ships" Resolute" and" Assistance." 

E. O. 
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Enclosure 23 of No. 13 of 1851. 

Captain AUSTIN to Lieut. SHERARD OSBORN, of Her Majesty's Ship" Resolute" 
in charge of Her Majesty's Ship" Pioneer," tender to "Resolute." ' 

The "lntreP.id" ha,?ng parted company with the "Pioneer" on the morning 
of the 28th ultImo, a httle to the northward of Wolstenholme Sound owinO' to 
a sudden movement of the ice, and being last seen from her on the ~orning of 
the 1st instant in the same locality, inside a considerable quantity of ice that 
bounds the shore in this neighbourhood, since which period the other part of 
the Expedition has been looking for her without success, as near the shore as 
the ice has permitted, between Wolstenholme Sound and Cape York, the 
rendezvous that had been appointed between the ships and tenders, and with 
which Lieutenant Cator was made acquainted. 

I now deem it necessary, as the ice has somewhat eased, and some lanes of 
water appearing in shore, to despatch the "Pioneer" towards the place where 
the" Intrepid" was last seen, in order that every means should be adopted to 
ascertain if she is still in this neighbourhood. 

Therefore you will receive from the" Resolute" and" Assistance" provisions, 
&c. to complete the "Pioneer" and "Intrepid" in all respects for eighteen 
months, in order that they may be prepared to meet an unexpected detention, 
and as soon as ready proceed in execution of this service accordingly. 

Relying on yoill' judgment and knowledge of this locality, I have every reason 
to hope that you will accomplish the important duty assigned to you. 

The" Resolute" and" A,;,i,talll'C" will remain in the open water abreast of 
the rendezvous until the 10th instant, so that in the event of your either having 
found the "Intrepid;' or searched sufficiently to satisfy yourself that she has 
gone to the southward before that time, you will use every effort to rqjoin them, 
and as you are fully cognizant of the uncertain movements of the ice, will not 
quit the neighbourhood of the rendezvous until, after carefully looking for the 
ships, you are led to believe that they have proceeded homewards, when you 
will also make the best of your way to England. 

Should you succeed in finding the" Intrepid," you will deliver these orders 
to Lieutenant Cator, who will become responsible for their execution. 

Having full reliance on your prudence, intelligence, and good management, 
I do not deem it necessary to enter into further particulars, and hope and trust 
that the favour hitherto vouchsafed to this Expedition may still be bestowed 
upon you. 

Given, &c. off Cape Dudley Diggs, Baffin's Bay, 6th September 1851. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN. 

This order was cancelled the same day (6th September 1851), by the 
" Intrepid" rejoining company before the" Pioneer" had entirely separated. 

Enclosure 24 of No. 13 of 1851. 

MEMORANDUM. 

Captain AUSTIN to the respective Officers late in charge of Travelling Parties. 

Her Majesty's Ship "Re~.lute," Davis's Straits, 
12th September 1851. 

In order that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty may know in all its 
detail the part taken by each travelling party in prosecuting the search for the 
missing Expedition in the recent spring operations, as also the amount o~ labour 
and privation each has underO'one, it is my intention to lay before theIr Lord
ships the journals of their progeedings. 

~ 004 



( 296 ) 

. To. this end thes~ documents will be re~urne~ to the officers, and it is my 
dIrectIon that duplicates thereof be made, mcludmg track charts, and with the 
originals transmitted to me by the 21 st instant. 

(Signed) HORATIO T. AUSTIN, 

Captain, &c. 
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AcCOUNT of the CRITICAL POSITION of Her Majesty's Steam Vessel" INTREPID" on 
the 27th of August 1851. 

Her Majesty's Steam Vessel" Intrepid" 
Sir, at Sea, September 10th, 18.51. ' 

At ll. 30. A.M., August '27, not considering my vessel in a safe position I 
got a stern warp out and hove her port broadside to the floe, and head towards 
a large berg which was close to US, considering that as there was water on the 
S. W. side of it, in case the floe broke away, I should be enabled by the aid of 
steam to get clear without damage (wind south-easterly.) A little before 5 P.M. 

the stern anchor drew, the ship swinging head to wind, at same time large pieces 
of the floe having broken off left me in a bight; these closing on my port 
broadside, and this added to It rotten floe, prevented my hauling her broadside 
on again, which I tried to do but without success. At 5 P.~I. I observed the 
floe to be in motion; I ordered the steam to be got up with all speed (fires 
banked up at time). It now began to move rapidly towards the berg, the 
ship not being more than one third of a mile from it. I saw in a moment our 
steam could not be got in time to be of use, I therefore, as my only chance, 
hauled her starboard broadside to the floe, hoping it would carry her with it 
clear of the east end of the berg, for I felt sure that were she driven in contact 
with it, no human exertions could save her from becoming a complete wreck. 
My feelings may be hetter imagined than I can or have the power to explain, 
when at a quarter past 5 P.:\!. she was driven with a fi-ightful crash against it. 
I now looked on her destruction as certain. But new hopes were raised when 
I saw her rise to the heavy pressure. At 6. 30. P.M., it eased off a little, but 
only for a short period. This I took advantage of to get my two whaleboats 
and dingy on the floe, when from 7 to 9 P.~I. the pressure again came on with 
unabated violence, forcing her taffrail 40 feet and her bow 30 feet above the 
level of the floe up the side of the berg, the masses of ice running ncar 
10 feet above the bulwark, many pieces of which we prevented £i'om falling on 
board with capstan bars, and also, when on the point as it were of tumbling in 
on our decks, the floe would sink, thereby relieving us from great pressure. 
The berg slued at this time a little to the northward, and the pressure soon after 
ceased. The piled-up masses sunk £i'om alongside, leaving the ship suspended 
on the side of the berg with two small wedge pieces, one at the onter side of' 
the outer stern-post and another at the bow, being the only supports to keep 
her stationary in this dangerous position. 

Fearing she would fall over on her broadside (her starboard or offside) as 
she had listed over, I had the hatchways battened down fore and aft. I now 
got over her bows and walked under her bottom to the screw stern-post, and 
as f!lr as the eye could detect she had received not so much as a rub, although 
the pressure she sustained made her shake and tremble violently fore and aft. 
I had provisions got up ready to pass to the boats on the ice as 800n as 
opP?rtunityoffered. At 10 P.~I. the pressure again came on as before, piling 
the Ice up around us. 11 to 12 P.~I. floe was stationary. . 

At 2 A.M., August 28, the floe split to the southward of us, and the Ice 
eased off about a fbot £i'om the ship's side, and then the pressure came ~Il 
again, the floe moving at the rate of 2!, miles an hour, piling up as before III 

a fi'ightful manner. About a quarter p-ast 8 A.~I. the floe split in several places, 
allowing a rush of water for a moment close to the vessel, which again swept 
all away that supported hcr except the two wedge pieces before alluded to. 
I no~v felt snre, and I think all on board with me, that she must fall over. on 
h~r broadside. At 9. :10. A.M. the props gave way, and the vessel to our JOY 
sl~d almost imperceptibly from her critical position, without doing herself the 
shghtest damage. 

I was now in hopes I should have been enabled to get hcr round the north 
end of the berg, when at a quarter to 10 A.M. another very heavy pressure 
came on, forcing her a second time up the berg within a foot or two of her 
former position. 10 A.~I. ice became stationary. I now had the preserved 
meats passed on to the icc, one whaleboat and the dingy having been crushed to 
atoms. by the last onset, the sea running over them before the men could get 
to theIr rescue, Water having been reported to me under the lee of the berg, 
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and having observed "Pioneer" drift past it to the northward, I was in hopes 
she was there. I therefore sent two men to the top of it to see where she was. 
on their return they reported her being four or five miles to the northwar~ 
They were hardly on board, and the p:o~isions scarcely out of.t~e ship, before 
the floe again split in seyeral places, dnftmg the men and remaInmg whale boat 
away to the northward on a large piece. I observed them doing ~h~ir utmost to 
keep in sight and close to the vessel, but to no ~urpose, the floe dnvmg nort~ toq 
fast for them; they launched the boat and trIed to pull up, but were obhged 
to give it up and get her on the fI?e again. I now got the "pin~ace," my 0011 
remaininO" boat ready for launchmg over the gunwale, and thIs I felt was a 
mere mo~kery, for had the vessel fallen over, which she was in dang~r of a second 
time the boat would have shared the same fate as the other two m a momedt. 
The'berg would then have been our only chance of being ~aved, and this was 
a forlorn~hope, as it was so steep and slippery that I am sure llIany of us would 
have lost our lives in attempting to get on it, and in all probability those who 
were lucky enough in gaining it would have been frozen to death before 
assistance could possibly have been rendered them. (The temperature on 
board stood at 330 +, that is, 10 above freezing point; it also blowing hard at 
times from S.E. On the berg it would have been much lower, and it was too 
steep for anyone to move about on in order to keep their blood in circulation.) 
About a quarter before 1 P.~I. the ship again slipped off the berg and went a 
little ahead. I was again in hopes I should have been able to get her round 
the north end of the berg, when at 1 P."I. a heavy floe five feet thick came 
down on us at the rate of three miles an hour, forcing the vessel against 
the berg for the third time with great violence, making her timbers crack and 
groan to a most frightful extent, carrying away her rudder and screw framing; 
this I consider was the worst pressure of any, as it listed her over" 7° by the 
pendulum" from the berg; I feared the icc would have run on board to have 
overwhelmed her, but fortunately she rose to it. Had I not witnessed it I 
would never have believed it possible that any vessel could have withstood 
such tremendous pressure. At 2 P.~I. quite as suddenly as the pressure had 
commenced it eased off and the ship floated once more. I ordered the jibs to 
be hoisted, and she rounded in safety the north end of the berg. "On clearing 
the berg, , Pioneer' bore north seven miles distant from us." 

I beg here to state that no human power could possibly have saved the 
vessel from utter destruction, nothing but the intervention of Divine Providence 
could have done it. . We could do litt.le but look on, not knowing but that 
the next moment mIght dash our fraIl barque from under our feet into a 
thousand .pi~ces; for had such been the case during this last pressure, it is my 
firm conVIctIOn that not a soul on board could have sayed himself,-we had no 
boat to assist us,-" Pioneer" drifted to the northward. The ship haying gone 
ahead was now under a very steep nearly perpendicular part of the berg; no 
one, I am confident, could have got on it from the vessel. . 

I have now, sir, given you, as far as my memory will serve me, a correct and 
true account of the critical position in which Her Majesty's vessel under my 
command and the officers and crew were placed in on the 27th and 28th of 
Aug~st IS.31. I consider it my duty to state that Lieutenant Elliott, Mr. 
HamIlton, and Mr. She.llabE:ar, and the rest of the officers, did all in their power 
to. render. me every aSSIstance, and the men behaved with zeal and alacrity in 
domg theIr utmost to execute my orders given from time to time and with 
whom I am very much satisfied. ' 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) JNO. B. CATOR, 

Lieutenant commanding: Captain Horatio T. Austin, 
&c. &c. &c. 
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The SECRETARY of the ADMIRALTY to Commodore EDEN. 

Sir, . . 30th September 1851. 
~ a~ c0l;llmanded by my Lords C.ommIss.lOners of the Admiralty to signify 

their dIrectIon to you, to order Captalll Austill of the" Resolute" on his arrival 
at Woolwich, to send to this office a copy of the letter from C~ptain Penny of 
the" Lady ~ranklin," referred t~ in Captain Austin's l~tter of the 12th August 
last, forty-sIxth par:tgraph, whIch states, "and havlllg communicated with 
Captain Penny, and fully considered his official reply to my letter, relative to 
the search of Wellington Strait by the expedition under his charge (unhappily 
without success), I do not feel authorized to prosecute (even if practicable) a 
further search in those directions." 

(Signed) W. A. B. HAMILTON. 

The SECRETARY of the ADMIRALTY to Captain AUSTIN. 

Sir, 2d October 1851. 
I have received, and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 

your letter of the 30th ultimo, No.6, with sketches of Arctic scenery from the 
pencils of Lieutenant Browne and Mr. May, mate; and I am to acquaint you, 
that Lieutenant Browne's request that they may not be inspected by profes
sional artists previous to their return to him, will be complied with, and that 
my Lords would be glad that the drawings should be completed. They will 
be returned as soon as they have been fully inspected by their Lordships. 

(Signed) W. A. B. HAMILTON. 

The SECRETARY of the ADMIRALTY to Captain AUSTI~. 

Sir, 9th October 1851. 
I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to signify 

their direction to you, to cause a list to be prepared of all articles brought 
from Beechey Island or elsewhere, supposed to have been left by Sir John 
Franklin's expedition, stating where, the date when, and by whom found, and 
to forward these, together with any pieces of drift wood or other substances 
picked up, specifying exactly the place where found, which may tend to throw 
ligh t on the tides or current, to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

(Signed) W. A. B. HAl\IJLTON. 

The SECRETARY of the AmURALTY to Captain AUSTIN. 

Sir, 15th October 1851. 
I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to signify 

their direction to you, to send me a duplicate of your despatch, No.3 for 1851, 
the original not having been received. 

(Signed) W. A. B. HAMILTON. 

The SECRETARY of the ADMIRALTY to Captain H. KELLETT. 

Sir 21st October 1851. 
Havi~g laid belOre my Lord Commissioners. of the. Admiralty your letter of 

the lith instant, bringing before their LordshIps notIce several of t.he office~s 
who have served under your orders in the ships of the Eastern ArctIc Expedi
tion, I am commanded to express to you their satisfaction at your good opinion 
of your officers. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN PARKER. 
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The SECRETARY of the ADMIRALTY to Mr. PENNY. 

Sir 18th September 1851. 
Havi~g laid before my Lords Commissione.rs of the Admiralty your letter 

of the 12th instant, I am commanded to acquamt you, that my Lords are much 
gratified by your zeal, and this generous offer of your services to proceed with 
your two ships and a stea~er to. endeavour t~ reach Lancaster Sound this 
season, but that on a full consIderatIOn of all the cIrcumstances of the case, their 
Lordships decline to accept of this offer. 

(Signed) W. A. B. HAl\IILTO:>. 

The SECRETARY of the ADMffiALTY to Lady FRANKLIN. 

Madam, 19th September 1851. 
HavinO' laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter 

of the 12th instant, relative to £'1rther search being made for the missing expe
dition under the orders of Captain Sir John Franklin, I am commanded by 
their Lordships to acquaint yon in reply, that my Lords have had before t.hem 
the offer of Captain Penny to proceed with his two ships, if accompanied by a 
powerful steamer, to endeavour t~ rea~h winter quart.ers in Lancaster Sound 
this season, but that on a full consIderatIon of all the cIrcumstances, my Lords 
have declined to accept his offer. 

(Signed) w. :\.. B. HAMILTON. 

!he SECRETARY of the ADMIRALTY to T. W. HUDSON, Esq. 

Sir, 25th September 1851. 
Having laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your note of 

the 24th instant, with the accompanying memorial from the members of the 
Manchester Athen~um, relative to a further search for the missing expedition 
under Captain Sir John Franklin, I am commanded by their Lordships to ac
quaint you, that my Lord8 cannot but feel gratified at the anxiety of the memo
rialists in behalf of the missing expedition, but having communicated with 
Captain Penny and such naval officers as are most conversant with Arctic 
navigation, their Lordships are satisfied, from the report made to them, that no 
good cnd i" likely to be attained by the despatch of a vessel at this season with 
a view of reaching Wellington Strait. 

(Signed) W. A. B. HAMILTON. 
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DEPOSITION of ADAM BECK. 

Rear-Admiral BOWLES to the Secretary of the ADMIRALTY. 

Admiralty, Arctic Committee, 
Sir, 21st November 1851. 

With reference to the deposition made by Adam Beck, the Esquimaux, 
which has been sent to Copenhagen for translation, I am requested by the 5. 
Arctic Committee to send you the accompanying papers (which were not 
received by the committee until the evidence was closed and their report 
drawn up), purporting to contain the substance of a conversation which took 
place between Adam Beck and Erasmus York in the presence of Rear-
Admiral Sir John Ross and Captain Ommanney, and of a further conversation 
between Erasmus York and the Reverend Messrs. P. La Trobe and Christian 
Beck, to whom the committee are indebted for the translation, and I am to 
request you to lay the same before their Lordships. 

I have, &c. 
( Signed) W ~1. BOWLES, Rear-Admiral, 

Chairman of the Committee. 

P.S.-The Enclosure No.4. is the paper referred to at page 135 of the 
evidence taken before the committee. 

Enclosure No.1. 

TRANSLATION of ADA~[ BECK'S STATEMENT. 

Men I have first seen, 13th August 1850; when I came to them at the ships, 
and asked them, they said, that. they had been herc four winters. Tolloit 
(the name of a man probably) also wintered upon our land. In 1846 two 
ships with three masts went from our land to Omanek; they arrivcd safely, 
but the men are dead. Two ships (were encompassed) by the icc; othcrwise 
they could not do. Their provisions were consumed. The men went to them; 
it is said they are dead. Tolloit is also dead. 

He \',ho writes, 
ADAM BECK. 

------_ .. _--
Enclosure No.2. 

On parting company with Sir John Ross, his interpreter (Adam Beck) was 
desired to write the narration of (Erasmus York) the interpreter to Captain 
Ommanney, relative to the information given to Beck by the natives at Cape 
York, of whom York was one. 

It is impossible to say whether these two men perfectly understood each 
other, as they come from different parts of Greenland, and it appeared that 
Beck had difficulty in understanding York. 

H.M.S. "Assistance," 17th Aug. 1850. E. OmL\N:'-iEY. 
Lat. 75° 46' N. Long. 75° 50' W. 

Enclosure No.3. 

TRANSLATION of ERASMUS YORK'S STATEMENT. 

That at Omanek two ships were lost he does not know anything; has also 
not heard. Adam ordered him to lie. 

He dreads the great water. Would rather remain here, but would like to 
see his mother again Has thoughts of returning, because time is long, and he 
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has no occupation. If he remains here it is right to him. He is not attached 
(to his country); in one word he appears quite resigned whatever happens. 

Erasmus has a mother, a brother, and a sister; his father is dead. 

Captain Ommanney, R.N., 
"2i, Bury Street, Saint James's. 

Enclosure No.4. 

(Paper 1"fjel"1'ed to at page 135 cifthe Evidence taken bifore tlte Committee.) 
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MI'. Penny"s Papers. 

LETTER from Mr. Will. PENNY to the SECRETARY TO THE ADMIRALTY. 

Sir, 437, Strand, September 12, 185l. 
With reference to my letter of 8th instant, I requcst you will be pleased 

to lay before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty thc Journals of the 
officers in charge of the respective exploring parties. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W M. PENNY. 

REPORT of PROCEEDINGS of the TRAVELLING PARTIES fi'om Her Majesty's 
Ship" SOPHIA," in search of Sir JOHN FRANKLIN, in the SPRING and 
SUMMER of 1851. 

April 17th.-Everything having been prepared for starting our travels for a 
week back, we now took advantage of the first fine day, and at 8 A.~I. both ships 
crews were mustered on board the" Lady Franklin," when we had a prayer read 
to us by the commander. Soon after we started out of the bay three sledges 
intended for the east side of Wellington Strait, and three for the west side of 
the same channel. The east side division, commanded by myself, was to 
strike off from the east of Cornwallis Island, about the 75th degree oflatitude, 
and to gain the land on the opposite side of the channel, immediately north of 
Cape Bowden, which the Americans travclled up to in the fall of 1850. The 
western parties consisted of three hauling-sledges, and two dog-sledges, under 
the superintendence of Captain Penny, were to examine the east and north 
shores of Cornwallis Island, and any land or island that might bc met with in 
that undiscovered region. On reaching the S.E. point of the bay we had con
siderable trouble in getting the sledges over a tremendous ridge of hummocks 
lying there, and the snow, which had been falling heavy for three or four days 
before, was quite soft, and, between the hummocks, very deep, making the 
sledges heavy to pull along. After getting a quarter of a mile from the land we 
got into a floe as smooth as a bowling.green, where we went along very well, 
although the snow was more than ankle deep, and very soft. The temperature, 
when we left the bay, was +28°, and is now about + 32°,_a decidcd change 
from what we have been accustomed to for a long timc, and feels uncomfortably 
hot. Half past 3 P.M. we encamped on the ice for the first time; and 
certainly the scene was a novel one to us; at least six tent and six sledge 
parties all striving which should be first pitched, their stockings changed (which 
was an order imperative), and into their sleeping bags, while th~ ~ooks for ~~e 
day were engaged preparing the supper. I could not help admmng the spmt 
the men have, and interested in the search they were about to make. 8 P.M. 
fine clear weather, with the wind from the S. W., and the temperature + 35°. 
People all in their bags asleep and comfortable. 

Assistance Bay, W. i N. 7 miles. 
April 18th.-At 3A.M. the cooks were called out to prepare onr breakfast, which 

occupied them not less than two hours; our cooking apparatus having been 
made on board ship, we fonnd not so convenient or expeditions as expect~d ; ,hut 
on the whole, the time they occupied cooking our food was the greatest obJec~lOn, 
and also found t~at one pound of fat per diem (our allowance) 'Yas not sufficIent. 
After breakfastmg, and getting the sledges packed up agam, we proceeded 
along the land, towards Cape Hotham, on a tolerably smoot~ floe. At noon 
we were overtaken by Captain Penny and Mr. Peterson, WIth the two dQg 
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sledges; they had left the ships in the b~y at 8 in ~h.e morning, and overt?ok us 
11 miles out, and proceeded to the depot of provIsions left by Her Majesty's 
Ship " Assistance" last autumn, where we reached them at 4 P.M. and encamped 
under some very heavy hummocks adjoining the land. The weather during the 
dav had been very mild and close, with light winds from the southward; and at 
8 P.M. we had it ~nowing heavy. After getting the tents pitched and the people 
comfortably in bed, I went on shore to look for a road for the next day, as the 
floe between us and Cape Hotham was very hummocky, and almost impassible to 
heavily laden sledges, each having 40 days provisions; and including everything, 
the weight of each sl.edge w3:s now 1,500 P?unds. The ~ag-po~tyut up by ~he. 
" Assistance" was still standmg, and from It I saw the lIuposSlblhty of gettlDg 
along outside, the only way being to get the sledges over the heavy hummocks 
pressed home on the land, and get along round the cape on the land ridge. 
At 8 P.M. got to the tents again; snowing thick, with a southerly wind, and 
high temperature. 

April 19th.-In the morning, after getting breakfast and the sledges packed up, 
we commenced taking them over the hummocks to the land by one at a time, 
ann all hands to it ; and although with so much strength we got them over with 
little trouble, we found that sledges, be they ever so strong, will only stand the 
fatiguc that six men can give them for any length of time. After we had got 
them all to the land we proceeded along it round the cape, and got on very 
well, until we rounded it, and were fairly into the channel, when the snow 
became knee deep, and consequently the road very heavy. After having had a 
good stiff pull we reached Captain Penny, who had gone on before in the 
morning, and had pitched immediately south of Barlow Inlet, where we joined 
him, and encamped for the night. The weather still snowy, with northerly 
winds, and a high temperature. Dogs making a dreadful noise, and obliged to 
be watched from their committing depredation among the sledges. 

April20lh, Sunday.-2 A.M. we were up at it again. Got our breakfast cooked 
with some trouble, and eaten without any. Packed the sledges up and com· 
menced our march to the northward along the land towards Barlow Inlet, 
which we reached in an hour, and struck off from it on to what appeared to be 
a capital smooth floe, and one that we were likely to get along very well on. 
After getting out through the hummocks lying at the mouth of the inlet, we 
got along very well for an hour or two, when we were brought up by very 
hummocky ice extending from the land as far as we could see. The weather 
very thick and disagreeable, great many of us suffering from snow blindness, 
stopped the sledges and went on shore with Captain P. (who had been before 
stopped with the dogs), to see if we could get alollg 011 the land; and after 
getting on the .hills a little, saw no other way of doing, and accordingly we 
commenced takmg the sledges over the hummocks two at a time having to 
make the road with pickaxes in some places. After four hours ha~d work we 
got the tents pitched ins!de the ridge, an~ encamped for the night close to. the 
land. The weather, whICh had been dl\ck and snowy all day, with vanable 
winds, now began to clear up. The wind came from the northward, down 
channel, and the temperature from about 200 + began to fall rapidly. The 
pressure along the land here had been enormous, huge masses being turned 
altogether Out of t~e wat~r on to the beach,. a~~ our road lay between them 
and the steep land IInmedIately at the back, 11l1lJtIDg our view fi'om the sledges 
to a very narrow sphere. 

On the 21 st, however, at starting time, the weather was too severe to admit 
our admnce, the wind blowin~ a strong gale fro.m the north right ahead of us; 
we we:e glad enough to remam where we were m our sleeping bao's several of 
the people suffering yery severely from snow blindne~s. After bh~ving been 
~onfilled to our tents for nearly thirty hours, the weather began to moderate a 
httle, and we packed up and went on for five hours but found it was too 
severc for us walking or pulling a sledge in the face of'a stron" wind with the 
th fj 0 0 k - b ' . enllo,~leter rom 25 to 30 , rna ~s very slow work, and after coming some 
four ml.e~ we ~ncamped. on a low pomt of ~he land, having got a gravel bed for 
the first tIme Sll1ce leavll1g, although commg along the beach almost all the 
way .. Here ~>ur arr,a~gements were altered a little. Two of the sledges 
deposited theIr proVIsions and returned; one, Mr. John Stuart's sledge, from 
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the" Lady Franklin," and the other Mr. Reid's, from the" Sophia." Stewart 
to come out again in a fortnight, to cross over the channel to Cap~ Spencer 
and examine the coast as far as Cape Hurd. Mr. Reid to join Dr. Sutherland'; 
sledge, who was to accompany me to the eastward of the channel and assist 
in the search to th~ N.E. Dr. ,Goodwin and. Mr. Marshal w~re to pro
ceed along CornwallIS to the N. W., and Captam Penny with Peterson was 
to go on before, and strike off it any land presenting itself to the northward. 
These were the travelling arrangements made on the spot, although the very 
slow pace we had been able to go on at threw on some a little doubt as to 
the result, the northerly wind still blowing strong, without any sign of 
abatement. 

April 22d.-In the morning one or two of the people were so ill with their 
eyes that they were obliged to be drafted into the return sledges, and after having 
got everything put right, they started back for the ships, while we packed up our 
baggage and went ~n to the northward, against a strong wind and a very low 
temperature. Durmg the whole of the 2:2d and 2:3d the wind blew fresh 
from the north, extremely cold, and consequently our progress slow. On the 
night of the 23d we encamped at a deep wide ravine, which had every 
appearance of sending out a torrent of water in the summer season. After tile 
tents were pitched, it began to blow very hard, and about 8 P.M. was blowino. a 
strong gale, with thick snow drift, and the ;;qualls like to bring the tents abgut 
our ears. 

April 24th.-9 A.1!. the weather had become more moderate, sufficiently so for 
travelling, and we got out; had our pemmican, and proceeded along the land. 
Four hours after starting we came up to the flag-post put up by the" Lady 
}<'ranklin" last autumn, and about five miles further on we encamped for tile 
night. Northerly wind again fi'eshening, and the people requiring careful 
watching to prevent accidents fi'om frostbites. 

Here the officers of the expedition were called upon by the comll1ander to Depot Point. 

give our opinions as to the prudence of our advance under the present adverse 
winds and circulllstances. No one of the whole having ever travelled before, we 
found a few things deficient; our cooking affairs were so small, allowance of 
fuel so little also, with a good many more small improvements to be made, 
together with the inclemency of the weather, suggested the idea of returning to 
the ships for ten days, make these improvements, and then start again stronger 
than ever, and more likely to perform the duties intrusted to us satisfactorily. 
This was the opinion of Captain Penny, and one which no person, looking at 
things as they were, could say a word against. It was then settled tbat we 
were to return to the ship for ten days; not that we were not both able and 
willing to go ahead, but that we might make sure of doing our work well. 
The provisions were to be left, and also two of the sledges; the other two to 
take us to the ships, get some alterations made on them, and bring out the 
fresh supplies to our present position, where each party would again get their 
sledge and proceed on the different routes. After all the arrangements were 
settled, Captain Penny started off with the dog· sledges to the ships, while we 
retirerl each to his tent to sleep, and be ready for hark-back in the morning'. 
Midnight, blowing a ,trong gale from the northward, with snow-drift. 

April 25fh.-In the morning we "'ere busily engaged securing the provisions 
to be left from the bears (although they appear to be a scarce commodity in this 
quarter), began to dig a hole in the gravel, but after getting down a foot and 
a half, found it frozen so hard as to be proof against our shovels and pickaxes; 
so we were obliged to gather everything together as ~lose as possible, put over 
them the two sledges, and then covered them up WIth gravel, and O\'cr all a 
foot of snow to prevent scent. 

After we had finished the depot and had breakfast, we started with the other Expedition returued . . . h to shIps from Dep.)t 
two, With only three days proviSIOns, four tents, and fourteen men to eae Point. 

~ledge, and came along the land as fast as we could walk, the sledges being so 
light as scarcely to be felt, and certainly did not delay us any. After five and 
a half hours hard walking, we halted at Barlow Inlet half an . hour, and took 
some luncheon. Again started, and ten hours from the tIme we start~d 
encamped about one mile S.W. of Cape Hotham, and slept very soundly. No 
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doubt fine weather under the land, but still blowing, wltn apparent snow-drift 
in the chimnel. 

April :26tll.-"Morning fine, clear calm weather. Called the cooks out, ~ad 
our breakfast in bed, and then packed up tl~e sledges and star~ed for the ShIPS, 
,,"hich we reached after six hours hard \Yalkmg, and were receIved by those on 
Loard the brigs with three hearty che.ers, whic~ we returned as heartil.y, and 
,vent on board all quite well, after ha\'lng been m ten.t and on the floe l.n the 
sc\"erest weather we have yet seen, and everyone mth a double appetIte on 
board ship. 

From April 27th to l\Iay 6th we \yere all busily engaged repairing damages, 
making improvements, and making everything ready for another start. The 
blacksmith bad made larger conjourers, the carpenters altered th~ hvo sl~~ge; .. 
our allowance of fat for fllel and our grog doubled; also somethlllg addItIOnal 
to the allowance of sugar. In fact, on the night of the 4th o.f May ~ver.Ything 
was finished, and nothing wanting, as far as we w('re. able to In.dge wJlh the ten 
days experience we had got; \\'hile the weather durmg that. tIme was such. as 
made us all fully alive tl) the prudence and almost necessIty of our havlDg 
returned. May 6th was the day appointed for our start.ing, which we were 
waiting tor; all prepared before it came. 

lIfa!) 6th.-8 P.~[. as the season was now far enough advanced for night travel-
l:xl',d;t;oll·,t,,,·h.gain. ling, we started to travel by night, and soon after leaving the bay we had it 

blowing fi·esh from the northward with snow-drift. We kept along the land ridges, 
and did not strike on to the floe until we were about six miles from the S.E. point 
of the by, ,,·here we got out on to the smooth floe with \"Cry little trouble, and 
procc('(bl a~()l1g the land to the eastward (due E.) to the" Assistance" depot, 
which we reached in eight hours, and encrrmpecl. Distance 13 miles, and 
the road \"cry good. "'eathcr clear, with a fre~h breeze from the northward, and 
tellJperature o. On pitching the tent it was found that one of the parties had 
come m·,ay ,,,ithout their/loor-cloth, an article tiJ'lt could not well be dispensed 
\yith, \vhich ollliged me to send a man back to il!i:mn Captain Penny, who was 
to join us [It the depot made ,,,hcn j,bt out, that he might bring it out with 
him or with Pet.erson, and in the mean time we contributed what cunvasswe 
had in the sle(lges for a cloth to the tent short of it. 

Ut'!ut Point. 

1I{((1/ 7i17, n·ednesda!).-7 1'.)[. we were again starting, and travelling round 
Cape Hotham. When about 1 ~ mile north of it we saw a bear, stopped the sledges, 
and made the people get behind them, while two or three of us creeped over 
the hummocks to get within shot of hill! ; but he was rather too knowing for us, 
and set off to the eastward over the ice as fast as he could run, and we after 
him for a short time, but soon ga\"e in. In the meantime the sledges had 
started, and kept going along the land towards Barlow Inlet, where we joined 
thcm, struck across the inlet, and again wcnt on the land ridge, the floe on the 
outside being very hcar}' and hummocky. 

'1\,0 A.)f. on the 8th \ye reached the southernmost depot, and found it torn open 
by a bear .or bears, lIkely the same one we had seen at Cape Hotham, as we 
had scen h~s foots.teps ncarly all the way lip. Howcycr, no material injury was 
(lone, nothmg bel11~ touched but the gutta pereha barrel that the sugar, tea, 
and ?read was left Ill, and only a pound or two of bread destroyed. This made 
us pItch the tents and stop for the day, that we might get the provisions shifled 
an~ bettcr secured. 4 "ur. strong gale from the southward, with thick snow 
drrft, and thermometer + 5. 

JJa,l/ 8tll.-:--1 P.~[. more moderate. Commenced shifting the provisions to 
what I conSIdered a better place, and after making them as secure as we could, 
packed th~ slcul?es up, aud started to the northward along the land, to th.e 
upper ?epot, wh[eh we reached in four hours and a half and encamped to awaIt 
the arm",al of Captain Pe?~y with the dog-sledges, whd were to leave the ships 
on the 9,h of.1\Iay, and .10m us at the upper depot. Fresh breeze from the 
southward, WIth snow drift. 

llfay 9th.-4 P.)I. were joined by Captain Pennv and Mr. Peterson, with the 
dog-sledges; they bad started from the ships in the morning, and had come out 
:vlthou~ e;"er makin, a sto~, further t?an to cook some dinner and give the dogs 
.0111ethll1", to eat. fhey pItched theIr smat! tent along with us, and rested a 
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little, while prs. Goodsir and Sutherland and myse!f walked along the beach 
about five mIles to the northward, to a remarkable lookm 0- headland to make sure 
there were no traces ~f the missing expedi.tion up t~ that poi~t, before we 
struck off ~or the east sIde of t~e channel, whIch we were to do when we started. 
8 P.~f. havmg opened the depot and packed up the sledges each with their 
own gear and fittings, two for the west and three for the' east side of the 
channel; one to strike out to Beachy Island. We started along the land for 
nearly two miles bef~re ~ve could get out for hummocks. Here we got a tolerably 
smooth place, and blddmg the commander and we~tern parties adieu we struck 
o!f into the channel for a headland on the. north sid~ of a large bay ~n the east MaY"tl •• 

SIde, seen from the top of the land. Gettmg out a llttle, we had to go southerly C~urse from ,tarting 

a good deal to ro~nd some heavy h.um~ocks that appea:ed to lie between the ~~~~~~~t'"rC we 
new and the old lee, and after g0111g 111 a E.S.E. dIrectIOn fol' two hours, we 1:'\.E ... i mile'. 

were able to resume our course on tolerably smooth ice. After havill!T travelled 
seven miles we encamped five miles fi'om the lund. At 2 in the 1110~ning wind 
from the westward; fresh ~reeze and clou?,Y. I now foun.d that my sledge, one 
of ~he two that were repmred, ha~ been m a manner spoded; from being the 
eaSIest haule.d sledge of the whole 51::' we found her the worst, and with ex~et1y 
the same weIghts as the others, reqUIred almost double the strenerth to O'ct her 
:llong, showing how very little in the shape of the runner or th~ polish'" of the 
iron affects the sledge. Dr. Sutherland's sledge, which was to appearance 
exactly the same, even when the runners were laid together, "'as much liO'hter. 
However, having Mr. J. Stuart with us, going to Beachy Island and Cape Hurd 
with only ao days' provisions on his sledge, I transferred to his sledcre a ba'; 
of pork, 77 lbs., besides some 40 lbs. of pemmican and ;j() lbs. of bread he had 
for us, to be deposited for our return on our first landing. 

May 1OIh.-Having arranged the sledges so that each may require nearly 
the same strength, at 9 A.~I. we started again to the eastward across channels, 
steering rather to northerly. We came on to the old ice that had remained in 
the channel since last year, and finding it not such good road as the new ice, Old i,·o. 

aO'ain struck more southerly and "'ot over a rid"'e of hummocks on to a toler- Vide )1" Stu.m·, (~d 
b ':0 b :\L.tl') plan 

ably smooth floe, which Y,e went along on until 7 A.~I. of the lIth, when we . 
encamped, having come ten miles E.N.E. true. Snow \'ery hard and dry, and 
under the tent cloth, after having slept on it for twelve hours, quite dry Tem-
perature . Latitude observed, 75° 7'. 

MIT.11 lIth.-Midnight, having got the sledges packed up and everything 
again in marching order, we started again for the headland, which we were now 
holdning fast, and expected to reach before encamping; but the road in some 
places was very hummock\", and being obliged to put both crews to one sledge, 
and so get them along, one at a time, returning for the others. To-day we 
again passed over some old ice, the surface of which was wry uneven, but at Old ice. 

the same time not from pressure; it appeared more the action of the SUll on it Vide Mr. Stuart', ( : I 

fi 1 f . f: d I Mate) plan. rom year to year, deepening the poo s 0 water on Its sur ace, an consequent y 
raising the dry places, giving the whole surface of the floe an appearance of 
round and hollow, or a short sea. There were only occm.ional detentions, and 
we got on very well until we were within three miles of the land, when we 
encamped for the nj",ht, having made good twelve miles of a day's journey. 
Wind from the northward; fresh breeze, with cloudy \ycather and a low 
thermometer. 

Mr.{l} 12th.-H:wing had a comfortable rest and sleep, at midnight we were 
again ready for the road, when we started, and after two hours work reached 
the land, and brought the sledges up outside a ridg,,: of hummocks, while we 
went on shore to bring our depot of bread an.d pemnJIC.an for .our return. \Ve 
were now on new ground, a circumstance whIch, combmcd WIth the search f?r 
the missing ships, made our work doubly interesting, and every stone looked III 
~>ur imagination like a cairn, so confident everyone felt that we would succ~ed 
III finding something of them as we went along. I myself felt sure of gettmg 
something from some traveJlino- parties that might have been sent out from 
their winter quarters at Beach/Island. The land, a~ far as we could see to 
the northward, consisted of high bluff headlands, WIth smal~ bays be!ween, 
an~ some of the points very rugged. Having sclcc~ed a low but consplcuo~s 
pomt to leave the provisions on, we set about securmg them from the attacks 
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of bears which was no easy matter, when you might walk for a mile before you 
would get a stone much larger than one's fist, and it took us some time before. 
we got them covered up and a ca!m built over them for a l~nd-mar~, in which 
I left one of the daily notices pnnted for the use of travelhng parties. Here 
Mr. John Stuart left us, to proceed to Caswell's Tower and Cape Hurd, and 
we got off to the sledges and proceeded a~ong the land to the northward for 
four miles, when wc encamped under a hIgh .bluff, amongst some ve:y heavy 
hummocks. Wind from the northward, blowmg a strong breeze, wIth thick 
snow drift. Tents rather shakey. Went on shore and took a long walk without 
finding anything worthy of note. . Saw sev.eral old traces ~f both deer and 
ptarmigan, last year's traces, very likely, as It was too early m ~he. season for 
either being so far north. A little after noon got to the tent agam Just as the 
supper was ready, and felt to the. full extent the b~nefit of ou~ i!llproved cooking. 
apparatus, which answered adlmrably; and certamly a pan~l~m of warm tea or 
coffee in such weather is no small matter, and afforded a stnkmg contrast to the 
ten days we were out in April, when. we had scarcely a ~varm d!et the whole 
time. 8 P.M. blowing very strong, wIth heavy snow drift. WlIld from the 
northward. 

l1Iay 14tlt.-9 P.~I. on the 1:3th, our time for starting, it was blowing so hard 
,,·ith snow drift, that I was obliged to wait until the weather would moderate a 
little. At 6 o'clock in the morning moderate weather, and we paCked up and 
proceeded along the land to the northward, going close alongshore, and exa. 
mining well the seycral bays and headlands as we went along for traces of the 
missing ships, but without success. Very old traces of Esquimaux along the 
coast. At noon encamped close to the beach. The pressure along the land 
here had been very heavy, in some places tremendous, the blocks of ice turned 
up being like small icebergs, and the fioe outside of us also very hummocky. 
Our road being on a strip of new ice, not more than 300 yards across, 
running along the land, the young ice having formed during some offshore wind, 
when the rough ice had been driven off that distance, and had left it in that 
position, affording us an easy road to the northward, which otherwise would 
have bcen difficult and tedious. The slcdges have as yet been so loaded that 
before halting time everyone is too tired to dig through the ice to ascertain the 
thickness. Quite sufficient for our purpose to know that it is not less than 
four fect. 

ll/I/!J 15tlt.-l A.~I. we were again on our way north-eastward, along the land, 
which begins to trend more easterly. 5 A.,\l. went on shore and erected a cairn 
on a point with a despatch in it. Fine clear weather, with bright sunshine; and 
several of the party suffering from snow blindness, and all suffering a little from 
thirst, being almost the only thing we had to complain of. At noon we had 
again pitched our tents, anr! were enjoying a rest after a hard dav's work, our 
estimated distance being 15 miles, and course N.N.E. • 

JIII,!/ 16th.-Trayelling along the land to the north-eastward on a narrow strip 
of smooth fioc, with yery hummocky ice on both sides of it. Going close along 
shore, but no traces to be found. Sent Dr. Sutherland over the land a little, to 
exam~ne something looking very like a cairn, but found it to be a large stone 
standmg out £I'om .the wound: These journeys after cairns were very numerous, 
b,ut ah~·a.rs met With d.lsappomtment, as far as we have yet gone. If Sir John 
}o ranklll~ has gone thIS way, he has left no traces, not evcn a chip or anything 
else. 1 o.day .a hare was fired. a.t on the land, which gi,:es us hopes of being 
able to add a lIttle to our prOVISIOns. Very soon land gomg away much to the 
eastwa:d. 10 .'1..)1. encamped: "'eather very fine; clear sky, and very strong 
re~ractlOn. A ~eep ba.y a~pean~g. to th~ north-eastwa.rd. Course N.E. by N. tN. 
DIstance 10 nllies. Sun s mendlan altItude from artificial horizon 66°40'. Wmd 
yariablc and light. 

llf~I/ 17t".-~n the 17th, 10 P.~f., we again started, and pursued our course to 
t~e .:'\.E. ~hc Ice all about us very hummocky, except the strip we are travel
lmg on, wh~ch ~oes well to the eastward, into the bay before spoken of. Some 
of the heanest Ice I have ever seen was passed during the day's march. 5 A.M. 

encamped close to some very heavy hummocks 4 or 5 miles from the land. 
Our course made good l'.E., and distance traYeiled 12 miles. 
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May 18th, s.un~ay.-8 P.M. started, and immediately got on the old ice, which 
proved a very mdl~erent road, but we g~t on very well for 5 hours, when we were 
brought up by a rIdge of hummocks whICh we could neither see the end or back 
of, and to travel over would be very heavy w?rk, when I i?1mediately struck into 
the land, over the narrowest p~ac~ I could pICk out, havmg both crews on one 
sledge, and then w~ had a stIff J?b befo~e we got both over the ridge into 
~h.e ~and. Sky qUite overcast WIth a disagreeable .white glare all over, so 
InJunous to the eyes, and some of the people suffenng a good deal with it. 
Here the land was so low, that, with everything being covered with snow it was 
difficult to discern whe;e the land .ended or where the floe began; and ~yere it 
n?t for the lon~ low ndges,. or SpIts of s?1all limestone, one would imagine 
hImself on the Ice, when he IS perhaps a mile and a half inland. 3 A.M. on the 
19th we encamped on one of these low ridges. The weather very thick. Wind 
80utherl.y: Altogether a bad m?rning. Here I determined on leaving a depot 
of prOVIsIOns to take us from thiS to where we left the bread and pemmican in 
Wellington Channel. I would rather have .taken it another day's journey out, 
but the sled~es wC?re so heavy, t~lltt by leavmg our ten-day depot here, and also 
a deal of weight III extra cIothmg, we would be able to get on faster and with 
less labour. Each sledge having 10 days provision for seven men in a gutta 
percha barrel, and having come only fi~e day jO\.~rneys from the last depot, 
I left the one barrel to supplX both parties on their return for five da ys, while 
Dr. Sutherland was to carry hiS one five days, for our return also. This, after 
getting his opinion, I determined on. 

May 19th.-Accordingly, on the morning of the 19th, we collected all that 
was to be left besides the provisions, and put them on to one of the sledges; 
and considering that we left here all our spare clothing except what we 
stood in, our sea-boots, one of our wolf-skins, with some other little things 
that we found we could do without, lightened us not a little, having every
thing to be left on one sledge. We hauled her about a quarter of a mile 
inshore to the next ridge that was above the snow, where we buried them, and 
built a large cairn to mark the place, so that we might not pass it in rct.urning, 
the land being so low and flat that there was nothing whatever to make one 
know the place again without some mark, our own sledges being the highest 
thing in sight for miles and miles, except the hummocks in the offing. Having' 
finished the depot, we again started along the land, our course N.W. true, and 
during the day were sometimes on the land a couple of miles and sometimes 011 

the ice, cutting over the low long points, and making the road as straight as 
possible, and at mid-day encamped on a low point, II mibs north of the depot. 
Blowing strong from the westward, with thick hazy weather. 

jfay 20th.-The weather was too severe to admit of travelling, and we were 
confined to our tent~ nearly 48 hours before we could possibly face it. The 
wind from the N.W., blowing strong, right along the land. The land still very 
low and flat, and the ice in the offing very hummocky. 

May 218t.-3 A.~1. weather more moderate. Pack~d up, and procee.ded to the 
N.W. along the land, travelling on the land and cuttmg acros~ the pomts. ~he 
only piece of distinguishable land in sight is a rongh stony pomt, about 4 miles 
from our last encampment; and beyond, to the N.W., the same low, flat, shape
less land we have been coming along from the depot. Long, low spits of small 
limestone running out from the land, and, fi'?111 the appea~'ance of th~ ice,. shoal. 
water for a considerable way out. A small Island appearmg about five mIles of 
the land. Half-past 10, encamped. No traces of the missing ship. .Esquil!1a~lX 
traces numerous, but very old, and all along the beach strewe~l With whales nbs 
and jaw-bones, but all very old, not less than 100 years: 1 races of hare ?nd 
ptarmigan, occasionally, and a few traces of deer. Latitude from ouservatlOn, 
75° 55'. 

May 22d.-We were confined to our tent by a strong gale from the N.W., with 
thick snow-drift, until midnight, when (the weather J:>eing a little better) we. 
packed up, and came along the land to the N.W. Havmg to take the sweeps ot 
the coast for good road, made the journey considerably, and at 9 A.)I. encamped 
on a low ridge of small limestone, having made a N.W. cou:s~, and tra,,:e!led 
12. miles. (direct distance 9 miles). Still no traces of the mlssllllS expedltlO~. 
Wllld strll fi'om the northward; and very cold, the people durmg the day s 
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march having requird careful watching to prevent accidents from frost-bite. 
Observed latitude, 76° 03'. 

Jllal/ 23d.- \Ye \vere confined all day to the tents; blo.wing very h~rd from 
the ca~t\Vard, with stormy ,,·eather. I now began to thmk of sendmg baCk 
Dr. Sutherhmcl, as these detentions by weather had 110t allowed. us to get on so 
fast as I would ha\'e liked or expected; and, as far as I could Judge, there was 
only one route to ITO therefore two sledges \\'cre unnccessary, and that the one 
by loadin o' no with pi"O\'i,ion,; of the other might he able to make the eastern 
search ml~ch \,1 ore extended. This intention I communicated to Dr. Sutherland, 
while we were "'ino' stol'mstecl, who at once agreed to the necessity of the step, 
and although he lY~uld ha\'e willingly gone on to the l3:8t, felt at the same time 
that h:s return was necessary. \Ve therefore determmed that wben he had 
C:lrrled out thc provisions 50 miles fi'om the last depot, he w0!-lld transfer what 
pro\·ioions he had to us (exeerting as much as would take hIm t~ the depot), 
\I'hilc \\"C,', with the extra supplIes, prosecuted the search to the N.b. 

JE,'! 2-1th.- n I'.~I. The weather having moderated, we got out, packed up 
the sl'ed "'cs and \yent on to the 1'';. \Y. for 4 miles, when we came to a low rough 
point, wher~ we stopped and built a cairn. Here there was a termination to the 
low hud, and turns away round into a deep splendid bay, the land to the north. 
\\"arcl l"ino- fiLr out to westward. Two remarkable table blufFs on the north side 
'f th/bay; the easternmost, 011e which bore l\'.~.\\T. tme, we steered for, and 

encamped, at G ,V,l. of 25th, in htitlHle ,6° OS'. 

11Io:! :25fh.-}'i:1C cleo:,' weather, with a very hot sun, and intense refraction 
Gossing the ba \' te) the X:i". W. Appearance of land to the W.S.W. Ice 
remarkably smooth; scarcely a hummock to he s('en, and apparently new ice. 
Several of the p:lrty suffering sewrely ii'om snow-blindness, and the Doctor's 
hUlon Qpii in great reqtle't. \Ye found black net veils the best eye-preservers 
-far better than green or blue, both of which ,ve tried also. Latitude observed, 
;G' 1;')'. Distance made good, 9 llliles, although the distance trawlled was 14, 
anu true course X.=,~:\r. 

Jill.'! ;2iitll.--:'IIidnight, again got the sledges in pulling order, and commenced 
our journey to the N.N. W. against a strong wind and thick snow-drift. Squall 
\'ery heavy, and so were the sledges, ",ith such a strong head wind. A little 
after starting \\'c saw a bear for the first time since we left Cape Hotham, and 
we stopped the sledges to try and get within shot of him. Cn a nearer 
approach, it turned out to be a mother and her cub. One of the men crawled 
out on the ice, nnking the motions of a seal, while the others were all concealed 
behind the sledges, ready to drop him \"hen \yithin shot; but after having come 
direct for ll~ for half a mile, she stopped short, and set off back again, and 
the cub with her, as fast as they could run, us after them, and of' course in a 
\'C~)' short .time we:e left a long way astern. Wind fi'eshening, and the snow 
drItt beeoll1mg so thick that we could not fitce it, and were obliged to encamp fh'e 
I\lile~ ii'om the blufi' \\'c had been steering fur. Wind from N.N.W. blowing 
\'tTy hard, with heavy squalls and snow drIft. 

1I.l1y 27th -:\Iidnight, the weather beO'an to moderate and before the end 
of f?ur hours w~ had a fine clear. quiet ~10rning, which ,~e were very glad of, 
havmg been confined to the tent smce the morning of the 26th. 6 A.M. I divided 
the two sledge parties into parties of three, and sent them on shore to examine 
the. coast all about the bluffs. I then went on shore myself to take some obser
vatJO~s, and got to the top of the easternmost bluff, which is about a thousand 
feet high, and had ~ long l.ook to t?e westward, the land trending away nearly 
due ".e"t, and two Islands m the distance. Here I saw three hares and suc
ceeded in shooting two of them, which were wry acccptable bein': a change 
from the pemmican. . ' l:> 

May' 2Sth.-At 4 .. I..~/', after the people had got a short rest from their land 
excurSIOn, we commenced transferring the provisions which I was receiving 
from Dr. Sutherland.; I also took his sledge, being the bc"t of the two, and.as 
the other was returnmg almost empt,Y, would not be felt heavv, while we, WIth 
the best sledge, and up\mrcls of' a month's provisions on it, b~sides our depot, 
~roee,eded to the westward. After arranging everything, and both sledl$"rs 
I cad.} to start, I gave Dr. Sutherland orders to examine the bay round whlcb 



( 311 ) 

we haa. crossed, and also, if he found it practicable, to view the small island \\'e N<>l marked in cilart. 

had passed in about 75° 50', and after partinbO' with cheers on hoth sides we pro- Vide" June let.h " •• 

h d k' . . ~,n amwed bv Dr. Suther-
ceeded to t e westwar , ma mg a lIttle southerly until we got round the point 13nd." • 

which forms the north side of the bay, when we struck out over the land hum-
mocks, and proceeded to the west close along shore. Very hean' pressure 
along the land, and the ice in the offing also "ery hummocky; but dose along 
shore we had very goo:1 road, ancl came along fast until noon when we 
encamped. Calm clear weather, with a very bright sun. Latitude obserYCd 
76° 19'. Land trending W. ~ N., and the fiwthest headland about 30 miles 
distant. Two islands also in the distance, one lying south of the other, with Dean, nundas. alld 
two (apparently) channels between. U:.rf'nl'et ["lands, 

May 29th.-Midnight we w~re agail; ready for starting, and proceeded along 
the land to the westward, passl~1g durmg the day two bluff points, one steep 
and black, the other covered With snow. The floe "cry smooth where we were 
travelling, but outside of us exceedingly hummocky and unn-en. At 10 ,Ul. 

on the 30th. we encamped 0l! th~ ice 15 mile~ west 'fi'om our rust encampment. 
Sun very brIght, and refi'actlOn llltense. Wmd southerly; lIght breeze, ,,,ith 
fine clear weather. 

May 30tlz.-1O P.M. we started again, and after trayelling for ten hOllrs o,'er 
very good ice, we reached the headland before·mentioned, and found that we Nur.). L'h ",,,,,I. 

had most unexpectedly come nearly to the end of our outward journey. The ice 
between the land and the island ha"ing' all broken up, and drifted to the 'i'C,,!-
ward, leaving no ice between them at all, the ice broke in to the foot of the c1iLs 
on our side, and the s(;a washin~' the rocks. This '\'as a most unexpected an 1 
astounding upbring; to have met with open water in this quarter at such an 
early period of the season never for once occurred to me, and it was some time 
before I could bring myself to the fact; ho\\'ever, we coulll not get the sledge Of'eo watel' to 'n". 

over the water, and we had to unload and carry the things o\'er f;ome tremcn. ward. 

dous hummocks on to the land, where ,,-e encamped, While they were 
pitching the tent, I went to the hill head, which is about ,00 feet h~h. to get 
a better look of the ice and water to the westward, but the ,reather, which had 
been threatening all day, became thick just as I got up, and at that time I ,\,:1, 
unable to see 1110re than seven or eight miles, which along the land was all Limit of ,jew ~I ,., " 

water, and in the offing \'Cry much lH'oke·up pack sailing ice; and bchrecil tL2 
island and the headland, which I estimated ten miles, no icc to be seen, ,rater 
washing the land all along. Herc, then, was an opportunity for going (!head, if 
1 had only had a boat; bllt wishing ,yao; useless, and at such a hte period for 
ice travelling, at such a distance from the sllips, getting one '''-:lS hopeless, :\ll 
I could do was to remain for a day or two to examine the 1ll0YCl1lents of the ice 
to seaward; in the meantime I sent Mr. Reid along the land a little, to sec if 
there was any possibility of getting the sledge along, but on his returning 
stated that there was scarcely a footpath round the eap~, far less to [;et the 
sledge along. I then determined on remaining ",!Jere we were for a fclV. <la,"'" 
to observe what I could about the water. Although thus to be stopped .W,t ,!, 
we ~yere getting light and in good walking .order, was \'ery anl1?yi~~g indecd, 
haV1ng so much provisions on the sledge, WIthout a chance of fmdmg me f(;r 
one·third of them on this trip. A great lllany ducks were swimming in ~hc 
water; sea fowl of various sorts numerous; and also a number of seals sportmg 
in the water; while a bear was seen on the edge of the filst icc, which ran away 
to the southward (i.e. the fast ice). On the east side of the island, weat~1er 
coming away thick, with a southerly wind, and the temperature sOlJleth1l1~ 
more than + 32°. Thawing going on, and as I had no thermometer, I only 
knew the temperature when it was about freezing point. 

May 31st.-Morning thick, and blowing £'om the south-westward. Still lying' 
at the cape waiting for dear weather. Afternoon, I went out over the hummocl~s C.pe lh"her, 

on t? the ice, to shoot some birds, as they were yery numerous, and succeeded ~n 
gettmg as many as made a fresh mess for all hands. And also shot a sealm 
the water, got him, and he turned out a very fat one, which increased our fud 
about 200 per cent.-a great boon, as we then could afford .ourselves morc 
water, the only thing we were much ill want of. In the e,'enmg a bear came 
up to the hummocks, and we sallied out to 111eet him, and get some fun; and 
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tumbling about among the deep. cracks, between the pieces, we ha~ some f~ 
and a little fright, the guns gettmg full of ~ater, and we had notbm,g else ~ 
defend ourselves with. However, we c:ontrlved to put two bullets mto him, 
which bruin did not like and took himself off faster than we were able to 
follow. Wind still from the southward, with thick snow . 

.June 1st.-Continued to snow tbick the whole day, not being able to look out 
of the tent but when a bear came along. We had no less than three visits 
from bears' to-day, but never being .able to kill them at first shot, they all 
escaped either to the water or the ICe, and we got none, although we had 
wounded three or four since we came here. 

June 2d.-Still lying at the cape. Weather very thick; and the wind from 
the S.W. 

June 3d.-The weather, which had for the last three or fOllr days been bad, 
now came to its height, and blew a stro~g ~ale from the S. W., with t.hick wet 
snow and sleet, the ice in the offing rushmg mto the channel, and pressmg down 
on the land all along; in some places the pressure was enormous. In the a~er. 
noon the ice left the fast edge and the land, and went aw~y to the ~.W. for eIght 
or nine miles, in the face of ~he wiud, which was at the time .blowlllg very fre~h 
f;-om the south-westward. Birds very numerous; loon, dovekles, and sea-gulls 10 

abundance. In the evening we had a bear hunt, but did not get within shot of ' 
him. 8 P.M. still blowing hard from tbe S.W., with snow. 

June 4tlt.-Midnight, the weather began to moderate; and at 8 A.M. we had 
a fine clear day. We then got out, had breakfast, laced the tent door up, and 
went out for a day's march over the land, to have a look as far west as possible. 
We started to travel along the foot of the cliff's, but found it impossible, some 
heavy hummocks being pressed into the face of the precipice, and left there. 
We had then to get on the top of the land, which was tolerably level, and we 
got on very well, having to cross two deep ravines before we got to a bluff, 
when the land turned away and formed a bay, with a capital harbour or inlet 
at the bottom. The land then stretched away to the N.W. as far as the eye 
could reach, and was lost in the distance. Two islands also lay about 35 or 40 
miles to the westward; and everything else to be seen in that direction was 
water and icc. Another apparent island I also saw to the S. W., but there was 
a white haze lying in this direction, and therefore I could not speak with cer· 
tainty. All along the main land there was a water that a ship or any numhl, 
of ships could work along; and the ice outsidc was only loose sailing scatter" 
ice; in £'lct, nothing to prevent a ship going in any direction from west to 
south, and what loose ice there was very much broke up, the edges hollowel, 
with long jutting out tongues underneath, and some of the pieces a good deal 
washed, evident proof that the water had been here for some considerable time, 
- a month at least. Here we built a large cairn, and left a despatch in it; and 
after getting some observations on the hill head, we started to return to the 
tent, about eight miles to the eastward of us. Saw two hares on our return, 
but got none of them, 6 P.)I. got baek to the tent rather tired the snqwon 
the land being deep and soft. ' 

June 5tlt.-4 P.)I. we got out and went to the top of the bluff headlaJld we 
had been un~e!' so long, to build a cairn, and in it I left a document, stating 
t~~t we had \'Jslted the place, what were our objects, where the different expe
dl,tlOns were, and who under, also where depots of provisions were to be found, 
W1!h th~ name.s of my sledge party. 

fhe Ice agam all clelred out b::!twc21l the land and the island. 

, 9 P.)I. we, had got our pemmican, and were just starting on our homeward 
~ourney. which. ~or the first part of the day was rather heavy, owing to the 
I~mense quantltJes of snow that had fallen the week before, taking us up to !he 
knees alm?st, and \'Cry soft, the sledge going down into it. After travellIng 
hard for nme hours we encamped on the ice, about one mile from the land which 
\re have already ~earched so minutely without having found any trace that 
cOl~ld lead one to suppos,e that Sir John Franklin had been in that locality. and 
w,hlch now, except ~hat. It was. new ground, presented no interest to us. V~ry 
different to the feelmg III comIng out, everyone then straining his eyes 100kJDg 
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for cairns or anything else that might be seen. Temperaturc high' thc floe 
wet, and so were our beds. South-west wind, and cloudy wcather. ' 

June 6tll.-9 P.~. we again got unde~ weig~, and went along the land to 
the eastward; pa~slllg over several cracks III the Ice, some of them not without a 
little trouble, but on the whole the floe was very good and sound; and after 
travelling 15 miles we encamped on the ice about 2 miles off the land. Wind 
from the S.W., and cloudy weather. 

June 7th.-8 P.M. halted again and went along the floe to the eastward' floe 
a good deal cracked and broken, and thickness five feet. ' 

5 A.M. on the 8th, we encamped on the north side of the bay, where I sent 
Dr. Sutherland back. Sledge coming along very lightly. Weather very thick 
and disagreeable, not being able to see above a hundred yards. Southerly wind 
blowing fresh. 

, June 8th.-Packed up again, and procceded to the 8.S.E., at a quick step' 
capital floe, and the wind helped us a good deal, having our tent.-cloth fitted fOJ: 
a sail, and set. After travelling twelve and halfhours we reached the land on the 
opposite side of the bay, but did not see it until within hail of it. The weather was 

. so thick here we encamped, all a good deal fatigued, after having travelled 
upwards of 22 miles. Mid-day, beginning to blow fresh and continued so, with 
thick snow, all the rest of the day; wind from the southward. 

June 9th.-Midnight, strong breeze, with thick wet snow. People all in tent. 
Weather unfit for travelling; having nothing to shift with if getting wet. Here 
we saw a few snipe, but got none. Morning, a little more moderate, but still 
snowing thick. 

June 10th.-11 P.M. weather better; got out and packed up our baggage, 
and came out toward the point of the bay, where we built the cairn on the 
24th May coming out, which we reached after four miles walk, and found a 
note left by the doctor on the 30th May, stating that he had examined the bay, 
without success. Put the note in along with one of my own return despatches, 
and went on to the S. E. till 8 A.M., when we encamped on a low ridge of small lime
stone; having again come back to the low land, we were so tired of coming out. 
Weather very mild and warm, and the snow on the land dissolving ,"ery fast. 
About an haul' after starting in the evening we saw a deer, and put off'some time 
trying to get within shot of him. A very large one, with a pair of splendirl 
antlers, and more sense than to allow us to get near him; and we had to be con
tented with a sight, and came along without him. This was the only one WI' 

saw, although traces of them on the land are pretty numerous. Lot of snipe 
flying about the beach. 

June Ilth.-lO P.M. on the 10th started again, with a fine night, a capital 
road, and the sledge going along at a quick pace for eight hours, when we came 
to the round hill on the flat land spoken of coming out. The weather, which 
had been thick ever since we started to return, cleared up, and I encamped 
under the point to make a few observations. Went over the hill and shot a 
couple of hares, which to us were very tender and nice. Plenty of fresh water 
to be got on the land, which to our fuel is great rt'lief; also a great many snipe, 
but very shy. ' 

June 12th.-Midnight, packed up and came .a!ong the land very fas~ till we 
reached the depot, and stopped to get our provISIons out, as there was little u~e 
in leaving them there, and we were well abl~ to take them to the ship. \r e 
had to encamp, as the snow, which we had put over the small stones they were 
covered with, had melted and run down amongst them, and froze them together 
as hard almost as the solid rock; and it WaS with a considerable amount of 
labour that we got them out; however, we found ever,r.thing right. The doctor 
had been there and taken his proportion of the provIsIons away .. I also gO,t a 
note from him saying that he had visited the island, but fou~d nothmg. Blomng 
Ii fresh breeze from the southward, with showers of rain, 

June 13th.-9 P.M. on the 12th we were again starting and had a very bad 
day's work of it, striking out from the land to clear some hummocks, and ",ertl 
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wading up to the knees almost in water and sludge.· Going a little sou~ . 
we got out on to some very old ice, and almost were stickin~ on it, going dOllQ 
to the middle in snow .and ~a~er, then up on to a d:y ~mIDence; the sledge 
going down almost outrIght m It, and. consequently stIckmg: every ~woor three 
minutes, making very heavy work of .It, and at the. sam~ tIme, seemg that we 
must get to the land before encampl1~g, I struck fight ~n, and after a deal of 
labour got in and encamped on. the sIde of a large ravme. Several very old 
Esquimaux tents on the land, wIth a lot of bones strewed .over the ?each prin. 
cipally whales bones. I have. never once been on shore wltholl:t seemg a great 
many very old whale bones lymg about, some of them deeply lffibedded in the 
ground, and a long way above the sea level. 

June 14tlz.-Blowing strong from the southward, with heavy showers of rain 
and sleet. All inside the tent smoking, mending boots and stockings, &e. 
Weather bad for travelling in; thick wet snow all the latter part of the day.' 

• 

June 15th, Sunday.-At noon it cleared a little, and we started, expecting the 
weather was going to clear up. Travelled along the floe close inshore up to 
the ankles in water. Not a particle of snow on the ice. Large holes of fresh 
water in the ice, some of them almost deep enough to float a boat. Sledge 
coming along very easily, the ice being perfectly smooth. Marching at a quick 
pace until 8 P.M., the weather then coming away worse than ever; wet sleet 8Dd 

snow, with the wind from the southward. We hauled the sledge over the land 
hummocks, and pitched under the furthest bluff seen from the west side of tbe 
channel. 15th ended with a fresh breeze and snow. 

JUlie 16tlt.-It blew a gale all day, with heavy showers of wet snow and sleet, 
squalls coming along the hills like to blow us and tent all away. Lying in tent 
smoking, and mending boots and stockings. 

June 17th.-Still snowing, with snow and rain until 3 P.:\[. The weather then 
clearing a little, we packed up our baggage and came along the land on the east 
side of the Wellington Channel, towards the point we first landed on coming 
out. Ice very smooth, the snow all melted off it, leaving a hard smooth 
surface. Came along very fast for ten hours, when we encamped at the depot 
left by Mr. John Stewart, when coming out to Beachy Island. Weather bad 
been all afternoon fine, but threatening, and now began to rain and blow from 
the southward. Found the depot undisturbed, except by Dr. Sutherland, who 
had visited and taken away some of the bread received as note from him dated 
8th June. All well. 

June 18th.-Fresh breeze from the southward, with sleet and rain all day. 
All in tent patching up and mending boots, which the soft state of the roads is 
very hard on. Land very soft and boggy, sinking up to the ankle in mud 
every step. 

June 19th.-Forenoon the weather cleared up; the wind came from the 
northward, and we had a fine day. Found the latitude by mer. alt. 75° OS'. 

. 9, P.~[. we packed up the sledge, taking in the bread and pemmican fro~ the 
depot, and struck off for the westward of the channel. Fine clear night, WIth a 
gentle br~eze from th.e N.E. The ice in first-rate order for travelling, and ~he 
sledge gomg along WIth three hands pulling as fast as the rest could walk; Ice 
to the northward very hummocky. 2 A.:\I. came to an old floe, which we had to 
Cr?SS, and had th:ee hours hard work in doing so, although not more than two 
mIles across, wadmg up to the middle in snow and water, sledge sticking every 
two or three yards. After .getting over, we got on to a smooth floe again, and 
went on at the same spankmg pace as before. The ice was now in a state to 
prevent our encamping on it, without sleeping in some three or four inches of 
water. I therefore pitched the tents, and gave the men a cup of warm tea. 

June 20ih.-Again started to make out the land on Cornwallis side of the 
channel, w~ich we did after a tight walk at I P.~[. 20th, having come right across 
channel, WIth a s~oppage of only half an hour. Alollg the land the fi'esh water 
on the floe was m many places eighteen inches and two feet deep, in large 
sheets, some of them extending- two miles of the land. Encamped unde~ the 
first headland north of the pomt we started from in May (Point SeparatIOn). 
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People all a good deal fatigued,. and our boots a good deal the worse for wear. 
Fine clear weather, southerly wmd. 

June 21st.-After taking a good long sleep and refreshed ourselves we 
started to the southward, close outside the ~and hummocks; a great de~l of 
water on the floe, and the road very bad untIl we go~ roun~ Point Separation, 
when we reached t~e place 'Y~ere we left ou: sledges m AprIl. I was surprised 
to find a large depot of prOVISIOns; and lookmg at the notes that were left in a 
bottle, I learned that al~ parties had returned, but that Captain Penny was 
again to the westward, With a boat and two sledges, also twenty-one men' but 
the note written in. pencil was so indistinct, having go~ ~amp, that I could' only 
read about half of It. However, I saw there we~e prOVISIOns wanted, and havinO' 
twenty-six days provisions on my sledge, thought it as well to leave some ~. 
them, and accordingly unpacked the sledge and deposited a fortnight's pro
visions for seven men, along with what was in the cairn before, and started to the 
northward, to get to the ships as fast as possible, having had an idea that some
thing was wanting. 8 A.M.. on the. 22d we encamped on the south side of 
Barlow Inlet, and after restmg for eight and a half hours, started again for the 
ships, with a strong breeze from the N.E., and the sail set, four hands sittino
on the sledge, and the rest steering her, as we were not able to keep up with 
her without three or four hands leaning on to increase the weight, taking a sail 
by turns. Seven hours we reached the ships in Assistance Bay, and found all 
well, all the travelling parties having returned without having found the 
slightest trace of Sir John Franklin 01' any of his party. 

I also learned that Captain Penny had returned on the 16th May, having 
been at the water with the dog-sledges, and was again ont with a whale boat 
fitted on a sledge, also other two sledges with eighteen men, to carry the boat 
and provisions to the water, and that all but a boat's crew were expected in 
daily. The provisions that were left at the upper depot also to be carried to 
the N.E. point of Cornwallis, and had becn left therc owing to the quantity of 
water on the floe, which was likely to damage the provisions. I now waited 
anxiously for the return of the party from the boat (who wcre to leave as soon 
as they got her to the water), and refreshed my party, as I had determined on 
carrying out the provisions to the N.E. point of the land myself. J?r. Goodsir 
had also been stopped by the water on the north shore of CornwalliS, and had 
returned a day or two before. . 

On the 25th the party returned from the water, haying launched the boat 
into it, and, as they described, stood looking at her nntil she disappeared under 
a double-reefed sail. They got to the water on the 17th, and had been walking' 
along the beach from day to day ever since, the dogs taking the two sledges 
along on the ice. Captain Penny was now on the water, with sixty days' provi
sions and seven men. All that was to be done was to take the provisions out 
to the N.E. point, which, after the dogs had recruited a little, I expected to do 
with them (Peterson as driver), as we required all our hands, if possible, to get the 
ships ready for sea. A note from Captain Penny stated that he would be back 
on the 12th of July, so there was plenty of time to carry the depot out. 

In the afternoon of the 27th I started off with Mr. Peterson, and one of the 
dog-sledges, with as much provisions as made up the quantity taken out of the 
depot by the party returning from the boat. On getting to the eastward of the 
bay, a few miles, we found the ice full of cracks, some of them twenty feet 
broad, and on getting down as far as Parry's Bluffs, found the ice all broken up, 
~nd impo~sible to proceed with t~e dogs .. On ge.tting to the land and ascend, 
mg the hIll, I found Barrow Strait all adrIft, the Ice all cracked and broken a, 
far as I could see. We then turned round and drove home as fast as possible. 
and arrived at the ship 6 A.M. on the 28th, and immediately employed the car, 
penter to prepare a boat with sledge to sit on, as travelling without a boat at 
such a late period with the ice broken up was impossible. 

On the 1st of July we had the boat ready, and in the e\'ening we launch~d 
her down to .the point of the bay. Since the 28th the ice had br?ke up s~lll 
more, and drifted from the land, leaving a lane of water from half a mIle to a mIle 
br?ad, extending to Cape Hotham, into which we launched the boat, ~lJd made 
saIl to eastward. On reaching Cape Hotham, I found the water gomg away 
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right across channel toward Cape Spencer, but the ice in the channel still 
remaining unbrokc up, and apparently as strong as ever. Here we had to get 
the boat on to the sledge, and proceed .t? the northward? l;lUt finding that I was 
110t able with the boat to get the proVISIOns to the appomted place at the time 
expected, I left her ~t Barlow Inlet" and with thc sledge and party proceeded to 
the nortlnvard, calhng at the deputs as we went along, and takmg the pro
yisions with us to N. E. point, which IYC reached late on the. 5th, and found that 
Captain Penny had not returned. Here we f~)Ul~d the Ice very rotten and 
(lccarcd, and alOl1'" the land large holes wasted 111 It, although to seaward'the 
icc tlppeared stro~g and good. Haying a few days pro.visions to spare, we 
pitchcd our tent for some time, 1 to hunt deer, hare, or. anythmg ~lse that we saw, . 
and to wait for the return of tnc boat party, and With the assistance ofa bare 
or two, and somc hirds, stopped a week at the point, and not being able to wait 
longer without encroaching on the provisions of the other party, we deposited 
the provisions in a large cairn, and started off for the ships. On coming to the 
wuthward we found the ice broken up and drifted away, and the edge of the 
f~lst ice in 7.So X Here we had to leave the sledge, and e"erything on it, to 
travel along the beach to Barlow Inlet, where we had left our boat, and 
rcturned ,yith her for the sledg'e. On the 18th we reached the ships. 

Barrow Strait was now all open water, scarcely a piece of ice to be seen from 
the hill head, and the ships being nearly clear for sea. The carpenters ,and 
blacksmith were busily employed putting our saws in cutting order, to saw a 
canal through about 1 ~ mile of ice that still remained at the mouth of the bay. 
On the 2.5th Captain Penny returned, bringing the travelling to a conclusioD, 
without having found any trace of Sir John Franklin or his ships. 

That Sir John Franklin may have gone up Wellington Strait is not at all 
impossible. I would, (after having seen it,) myself, if seeking a passage to the' 
north-westward, seek for it in that channel. But the circumstance ofWellingtoJi 
Channel and the shores and islands of the more intricate channels to the N;W: 
of it having been thoroughly searched, without finding any trace of them, goes 
a,great way to refute the idea of his having gone in that direction. But these 
CIrcumstances, together with the late period at which the ice breaks up in the 
Wellington Strait, on one side, and the early period at which open water was 
found to the northward, and Sir John's first winter quarters, at the mouth 
of the ~hannel, on the other side, leaves the question in the same doubt and 
uncertamty as ever. 

(Signed) ALEX. STEWART, 

Commanding Her Majesty's Ship" Sophia," 
Searching Ship, under the orden of 
Captain W, Penny, commanding the 
Expedition from Aberdeen in search 
of Sir John Franklin. 

Names of the Men forming the party: 

Alex. Stewart 
Alex. Samuel 
Andrew Adams 

·John Eddie 
John Dunbar 
James M'Kenzie 
George Knowles 

Officer. 
Captain of Tent. 
Seaman. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

• John Eddie wa~ returned with Dr. Sutherland, and M, r. J. Reid, second mate, drafted into 
the extended party. 
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A DETAILED REPORT of the PROCEEDINGS of a TRAVELUNG PARTY from 
'H. M. S. ~OPHIA, by Dr. ~UTHERLAND, under the command of Captain 
STEWART, III search for SIr J. FRANKLIN. April, lIfay, and June 1851. 

Soon after 8 A.M. we ass~mbled to prayers o~ board the Lady Franklin, April 17th, Thursday. 
and after that solemn serVICe was over, Captam Penny addressed us with Leaving the ,hip" Acci
respect to the duty we were about to undertake. "He had no doubt we dent', &e. 
'I would, ov~rcome every difficulty, and brave every trial and privation 
" atte~dmg It; and, whe~he~ or not we should be made, through Providence, 
" the lllstruments for rehevmg our absent countrymen or discovering their 
" unhappy fate, he felt convinced, when our labours ~ere over, we would 
" possess the sweetest reward man can have, namely, 'minds conscious of 
" having done our duty.''' 

The men seemed to be in high spirits, and delighted with the idea. of 
starting, for two days of bad weather had elapsed since we expected and 
intended to have commenced our journey. 

The sledges had been drawn from the ships to the clear floe some time 
previously, and as the cheering on both sl:des was over, we proceeded out 
of the bay at the rate of about two miles per hour, until we came to a 
ridge of hummocks which extended from the S.E. to the W. S. W. points 
of the bay, and required the sledges to be double and even triple manned 
before we got to the smooth floe outside. 

We certainly had reason to feel grateful for the kindness of Commander 
Phillips, Dr. Porteous, and the greatest part of the crew of the Felix, in 
accompanying and assisting us out of the bay, and after renewed cheers we 
again started, and proceeded to the eastward in the direction of Cape 
Hotham. 

The floe was very soft from a great accumulation of snow and a high 
range of temperatures during the two previous days, but more especially 
from the circumstances of being of very recent formation during low 
temperatures, and consequently containing an unusually large proportion of 
the saline ingredients of sea water which a mpid freezing process presses to 
the upper suiface. 

The sledges moved along very heavily, and profuse perspiration 
exempted no person; thirst too became so excessive that we were forced 
to make an early luncheon, and get the conjurors and kettles prepared and 
lighted to make water. We soon observed how carefully the snow had to 
be taken from the surface of a layer not less than four to six inches deep, 
and when this was not observed the water was invariably brackish. 

The iron on the 1'Unners of my sledge had been fastened on with a 
mixture of screw and plain nails. The latter started when we were crossing 
the ridge of hummocks, and increased the friction so much that it was 
impossible to keep pace with the other five sledges without assistance. I 
at once came to the conclusion of unpacking the sledge, and turning it 
upside down, to discover what was the matter, and haw it repaired, if 
possible. Some of the nails were drawn a quarter of an inch, and bent over; 
those were dispensed with at once; but the others that had only been started 
were driven into their places, with the hope they would maintain their hold 
of the wood, once it became thoroughly soaked with water. I ventured ~o 
prognosticate considerable annoyance, if not complete hindrance, from thIS 
simple cause alone. 

We continued our march until we were at least nine miles from the Ielle.mped at 4 r,,,, Di,I.H1n 
h' 0 I fi fI Th' k btl' Ir,wened, 9 mil.,. HOlm 7. SIpS. ur encampment was on t Ie so toe. e s ~y egan 0 c eal up T,·mperatur.,; m.,. + 37'" 

beautifully and the thermometer which was up to + 370 at 4 P.M., fell to min, + 23°; m.an of fi ... 
o ' , hId 'th r.',ding' 31' 2° + 23 at 9 P.M.; but in consequence of having to haul at t e s e ge WI . , . 

"belt over shoulder" all day I did not turn out to read off the tempe-
ratures during the sleeping hours, perhaps more for the sake of the 
comforts of the blanket bao- than the fear of disturbing my tent com-

• 0 
pamons and gruff messmates. 

We were aroused at an carly hour to get breakfast, and resume our p , .. ApriI16thc' FridaY'h . h aC":Ulg up. ourse to t e 
march. 1 could not help observing a remarkable change m t e coun- eastward. 
tenances of the "cooks." They left the ship as clean as could be, but now Temper.ture; +20" to +:1I' 

how black and sooty! The sky was clear, and fleecy clouds co~ld b~ seen Wind, s.s.w. 
in an directions; There was a gentle breeze from S. S. W., whIch raIsed a -, 
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little snow drift, but this was only for a few homs before ten /?'clock, when 
the temperature was low. After we had. started we. found the floe hum
mocky, and the sledge.s came alon~ .wlth great dIfficulty •. No. 1. met 
with an accident, but It was very trlflmg. No. 2., t~e Sylph, went very 
easily; so much so, that one man could be sEared to aS~lst my sledge, ~hich 
was generally fulling behind, from causes already notIced. The conjurors 
and kettles were slung at the sterns of the sledges, and kept burning, 
"making water." Considering this, I thought we c?uld congratulate 
ourselves on the twenty ounces of fat for fuel per day, whIch appeared to be 
a very liberal allowance when carefully used. .The lo~s of ?ne of !he tins 
belonging to my sledge, from carelessness and mexpenence m puttIDg the 
snow into it while over the fire, was a source of regret to all of us, and at 
the same time a valuable lesson for the future. 

At noon, when we were taking luncheon, Captain Penny was observed, 
and heard hailing us from the hummocks inside. He and Mr. Peterson had 
come down along the land with two dog sledges; but having found the way 
impossible in that direction, they came outside the hummocks, and went 
on before as until they come to the large blufi' west of Cape Hotham, when 
we overtook them, and encamped on the floe close by the hummocks that lay 
along the beach. This encampment, like the last, was very wet, for the snow 
on the floe melted by the heat of our bodies, and saturated the floor cloth 
and lower wolfskin, and even the under surface of our blanket bags. The 
sky began to be overcast, with a gloomy haze, and before midnight we had 
a smart south-westerly breeze, accompanied by a considerable fall of soft 
snow. Mr. Stewart and I went to the land, and ascended as far as the flag 
pole left by H.M.S. Assistance in autumn, to the westward of a depot of. 
provisions. We could see the state of the ice to the offing, and certainly it 
seemed little likely to afford an easy road to the east and northward of 
Cape Hotham. Mr. Peterson gave his opinion we should go along the 
land inside the hummocks, We kept no watch during the night. The dogs 
could be heard prowling about the tents and sledges; they were continually 
fighting, and next morning we discovered they had broken into a sledge,. 
and devoured not less than 70 lbs of bears flesh, which had been carefully 

Aprill~th, Saturda!·. put up in a strong canvass bag before we left the ships. The sky was 
".cked up, and start~d. at7 ..". overcast during the whole day and there was a heavy fall of soft snow. The 
Coune easterly. Illcimlllg to .' • • 
the no:thward and north, after gloomy appearances of last llIght dIsappeared, and we could dIscern the 
~oundm~ Cape H?th~m.. sun throuO'h the snow till late in the afternoon. 
femperatures: nHdlllght till T b • • 

1I00n. max. +~Io, min. +20°; "e crossed the hummocks WIth double or trIple manned sledges, and 
~ei~'~' :a~1:i,lc. gencralh proce~ded with great difficulty through the deep snow that lay between.. 
.,n,tl,ed, . thc high hummocks and the shingly beach, both of which we had equal 

reasons for avoiding. The men were very thirsty, and perspired profusely, 
and from t~e time of our s~arting until we halted to encamp we dr~k 
fourteen pmts of water, whIch had to be prepared during the travellIng 
hours. Each man had au equal share, for every drop of it was carefully 
served out; I kept a watchful eye over my own party, for fear anyone 
sh~uld attem.pt to al.lay his insatiable thirst by eating " snow;" but all were 
so Imbued WIth the Idea of the hurtfulness of that practice, that I never 
had occasion to check any of them. 

Enc .• mpcd at 8 P.>!. Di,tance, From the large bluff to Cape Hotham the land trends away about E. ISO 

~:;;;.tures: noon to mid. north, and after rounding the latter we found it inclining a few degrees 
night, max. +31°, min. + 19°; to the westward of north as far as Barlow Inlet which runs a little to the 
~~i~n.i, ::r;:i,:le, chiefly north~ard of due west. We rounded Cape Hotha~ at 11 A.M., and overtook 
northerly. Captam Penny and Mr. Peterson at their encampment about two miles to 

the southwar~ of Barlo.w Inlet, where we also encamped at 3 P.M. 

From the mtense thIrst we had to endure and profuse perspiration and 
other minor difficulties we had to encounter 'I found I had much to iearn 
with respect to Arctic travelling which I ne;'er imagined nor could be got 

April 20th, Sunday, 
., RAftER DAY." 

Pack.ed up. and started at 
34 ..... CoufSe up the 
channel. 

overT but by pa!ience and perseverance. ' 
" e found thIS encampment much better than the last for it was on the 

dry snow on the !and. The difference was so great that' we determined for 
t~e fut~re to avaIl ourselves of bivouacking on the land if possible, even 
WIth a lIttle trouble. ' 

At 2 A.M •• we were called, and had breakfast, but the allowance of tea was 
very scanty mdeed .. I increased mine considerably by putting in snow until 
~he temperature of 1t was reductld from near the boiling point to + 40· or 



( 319 ) 

+ 500
, and I continued to follow this practice until the insatiable cr . aVlng Temperatures; midnight to 

fur fluids- abated. noon, max. + 30°, min. + 19° ; 

Before starting we ass~mbled to prayers, and Captain Penny conducted ~~:~s~:~tO~ndvariable, 
that solemn and appropnate duty. The" sailors" uncovered their heads chiefly northerly. Ommt 

and appeared to be deeply attentive. We kept close along the land, und sky. 

we reached Barl~w Inlet, and then crossed a hummocky floe in its 
entrance, after whIch we came to a smooth but sqft floe, on which we were 
able to proceed to the northward at a slow and heavy pace. The sky was Encamped at 2 P.". Distance 

overcast all day, and at noon there was a white mistv haze which proved travelled, 7 mil... . ., . W .... Temperatuns: noon to lmd-
very IllJunous to our eyes. e saw a seal on the floe to the eastward, and night, max. +30°, min. + 1.5°; 

that condition of the atmosphere was present which made it appear as if at m~.an offourreading~, ~"1' go 

d' d fl·' "lOr! .. northerly. Snow a great Istance, an 0 very arge SIze. ThIS was the first time we Overcast ;ky. . 

observed the common seal (phoca vita lina) on the floe this season. At 
11 A.M. we came to a ridge of hummocks which seemed to extend to the 
eastward as far as the eye could reach, and close in with the land. This 
must have been from pressure between floes of unequal thickness, and at a 
season of the year when there was open water both in the channel and in 
Barrow Straits. Captain Penny and Mr. Stewart went in towards the 
land, and after ascending a short. distance they discovered smooth ice to 
the northward of the hummocks, and they came to the conclusion the 
easiest way to reach it would be to strike in through the hummocks 
obliquely to the land. The sledges were triple manned; we had our 
pioneers; and after about two hours of violent labour we were half a mile 
farther along, at the edge of a smooth floe leading in the right direction 
along the land. Here we encamped at 2 p. M., having travelled at least 
seven miles by the circuitous route we had to follow. Our encampment was 
on the floe, for it seemed impossible to get to the land, in consequence of 
a wall of hummocks which was pressed up on the beach. Towards mid-
night the white misty haze assumed a blue and angry appearance, the 
wind was increasing rapidly, and the thermometer fell to + 15°. The air felt 
chilly, and having perspired a good deal during the day we did not feel as 

"bl ld h b ' h d S fIr' fi April 21st, ~fOJIt!.ly. ComIOrta e as cou ave een WIS e. orne 0 us were suuermg rom DETENTION. 

snow blindness, but as yet it had only commenced, and we expected a few Temperatures: _mid~ight t~' 
hours of darkness in the blanket baD'S would go far to relieve the e}'es from noon, max: + 1,°, mm. +;,0; 

b mean of ditto, + 10°. 
the congestion that had been brought on by too long exposure to a perverse Winds~. N. W. Viol,nt 

state of the atmosphere, which could not fail to prove injurious to the storm. 

most accommodating visual apparatus. A watch of one man had to be 
kept, to prevent the dogs breaking into the sledges. 

We were aroused at the early hour of half-past 12, midnight, to resume 
our march. The weather was very gloomy and squally; there was a 
raw northerly breeze, and the snow drifted along, and annoyed us very 
much, seeking into the tents by the most minute openings about the 
door, and falling in an impalpable powder on the upper wol£~kin and the T.mperatures;_~oon to m~,J-_ 
blanket bags. The cooks had great difficulty in lightinf( their conjurors, :;:~:~: max. + J , mm. -_5 

and in keeping them in that state after they had succeeded. While these ":inds N. N. \\'. Perfect g;./, 
• • VIOlent ~torm. 

poor 1tnfortunates were thus engaged III the open mr, there were great 
risks of frostbites, and more especially as the temperature was rapidly on 
the decrease. It was past 3 o'clock before we had breakfast, and then the 
weather was very stormy, and always becoming more so. Captain Penny 
considered it imprudent to start, consequently we remained in our tents 
all day all(~ the following night, during which time we came through oa. April 22d, Tue~day. 
very violent storm Th t mperature fell to -25° and at 5 A.~1. to -30 . remperatmes; ImdOlght to . e e , 0 ..' noon, max. -SO, mm. -sO'- ; 
but it might have been considerably lower than -30 between mIdnIght of me:n.o~three reading', 

the 21st and 5 A. M. of the 22d. At 7 A. M. some of us turned out, and had Wil;d~~n~rth. "iolem storm. 

a rumble among the hummocks, and discovered very recent footmarks of Temperatures; noon to mid

a bear, that came down along the beach and passed on unobserved even uight, ,~ax. _8°, '!lin. _:lOo; 

b h d ' b b d th th mean 01 three readlO~s, ,y t cogS. I suppose the poor brutes were so enum e at ey _ 17' 30. ~ 
could not take sudden notice of such a valuable prize. Some of my party Travelled four miles to the 

h f fi h . h' h Mrth ... rd. went to t e land, and brought off a mass 0 res -water Ice, w IC was Winds nortberly. lIIoder .... 

considered a great advantage in preparing water. One of them, the cook Cloudy weather. 

for the day, got his fingers slightly frostbitten, but they soon recovered, 
and with no inconvenience to him in the discharge of his duty, Our boots 
were so hard that we could hardly get them on, and to thaw them in the 
tents, when the temperature was -25°, was a difficulty which we only 
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T~mperaturcs: noon to mid. 
night, max. -8°, min. _300

; 

ml'lIn of three readings, 
17' ::J. 

April '23d, Wednesday. 
racked up, and started at 
10 A.Il. Travelled S hours 
up cbannel. 
Temperatures: midnight to 
DOODy max. _13°, min. 30°; 
me:m of four readings, 
-24' 5°. 
Winds northerly. Sky 
.h;)udy. 
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overcame by taking them into our blanket bags, where we had to keep Otir 
tins and flasks full of water if we would have the comfort of a little to 
quench our thirst during the sleeping hours. I found it very effectual to 
place my boots, mittens, and boot hose beneath my blanket bag; and I 
followed this practice until the increase of temperature as the season 
advanced rendered ·such a precaution unnecessary. Towards noon the 
weather began to moderate, but still the snow drifted with great violence; 
the horizon was very obscure, and the temperature was too low to tra\'el 
",ith safety AGAINST a strong wind. . 

Captain Penny resolved to make an attempt to get a few mIles farther 
to the northward, make a depot of the provisions on Nos. 5. and 6., and 
send them back to the ships; and as the wind moderated towards evening 
we packed up, and proceeded along the land, crossed the grounded hum· 
mocks, keeping between them and the beach, where there was a formatiOD 
of almost perfectly fresh-water ice very smooth, and favourable for sledging. 
I discovered my sledge had sustained some injury coming through the 
hummocks on the 20th; almost all the nails in the iron on the runners 
had drawn, the iron itself bent to one side, and the bare wood was exposed 
to the floe. This increased our labours so much that we required' the 
assistance of four additional men to enable us to reach the spot intended 
for the encampment. This sledge was exchanged for No.6., and sent 
back to the ships. 

John Gordon and Donald Sutherland were exchanged for Mr. Reed and 
John Lucas; and now I considered my party for the long journey made 
up. The sledge was also complete, and contained 40 days provisions, 
weighing about 1,500Ibs. The returning sledges made their depot in the 
.shinKle ; and as they gave us three cheers, which we responded to, we lost 
sight of them, proceeding down the channel at a rapid pace and with a fair 
wind. The sky was cloudy; but we could discern the beautiful azure blue 
tint, which was a great relief to our eyes. There was a smart breeze, and 
occasionally volumes of snow were raised, and whirled about the rugged 
cliffs above us. We bivouacked on the shingle, and certainly our comforts 
far exceeded what we had experienced the two previous nights, although 
snow is much softer than stones. I took particular notice, the depOt 
resembled one of the many heaps or mounds of shingle which have beell 
raised along the beach by the action of grounding ice; but for distinction'~ 
sake a small waft was placed over it. 

We were roused out at 7i A.:U., and at 10 we started. Thc sky. was 
clear, and there was a smart breeze down the channel. The smooth ice 
along the.beach ins~de the hummocks, which were very high, enabled us to 
go on easIly some time at the rate of three miles per hour, but generally 
about two and a half. The temperature was low ranlrinO' from -300 to 
-13

0
; and it was not uncommon to see noses and 'cheeks frozen to white· 

ness,. then the rubbing that ensued was really amusing, if it cou~d but 
be dI~ested of the danger the bare hands werc in while engaged In thl~ 
affectl.onate duty. One man suspected his feet were suff'el;ng, and perha~ 
not WIthout reason, for he had on leather boots, which had to be cut ott, 
and ~ef?re any mischief could have happened the circulation was restored 
~y fncbon. The feet were carefully wrapped up in blanket squares, stock
~ngs, b?ot hose, and mocassins; and the poor lad was as fit for his duty as 
Ifnot~mg had happened. On the 21st I strictly forbade the use ofleather 
boots III my partJ:; and those of us who were not supplied with can\'8~ 
boots used mocaSSIllS or carpet boots, which answered eyen better than the 
canvas boo~s, for they were not so apt to slip. 

I found It necessary to make frequent inquiries after their feet, facr" 
a~d hands ;. and by thus directing their attention to themselves it was not 
dIfficult to ImJ?ress the idea how likely they were to be frostbitten, without 
the mere ~eehng of pain apprising them of it. The want of sensatiun 
altogether IS the only criterion by which one can act safely. 

Eocamped at I P.M. Tra- The dog sledges. started ahead of us, and when we were forced to 
yelled 7 miles. e h 
Temperature.: noon to mid- ncamp we saw not mg of them except the track on the snow. 
night, mn. _ISO, min. -25"; Mr. Stewart and I went on, and after travelling about two miles and II 
~;'. ~~.three readings, h~lf we overtook Captain Penny and Mr. Peterson, who had their tent 

pItched and their dinner cooked long before we came up to them, although 
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they started nearly when we did, and we came along rapidly. This was a 
tolerable proof of wha.t the dogs ~ould do w~en p~operly managed. 

Mr. Stewart acquamted Captam Penny wIth hIS reasons for encampino
so soon, and the latter acknowledged he had acted wisely under thos~ 
circumstances. 

The flag-pole Captain Penny had erected in autumn on a round hill 
was still standing, and could be seen plainly from his tent. We returned 
to the tents at 5 P.M., and soon took our places among the weary sailors. 
The sky continued cloudy, and there was a smart northerly breeze. The 
thermometer fell from -13° to -25°. The tents were very comfortable. 
In ours the thermometer at one time indicated + 16°. Some of us were 
suffering not a little from severe excoriations of the lips, which were brought 
on by the application of vessels to the lips in the act of drinking water or 
spirits. It was always necessary to rub the edge of the vessel with the 
finger, lest one's lips should actually adhere to it; but even with this 
precaution the reaction that took place in the lips after exposure to intense 
cold invariably produced inflammation, which rarely failed to throw off the 
skin, and leave painful ulcers for some time. The accumulation of ice to our 
beards (although it had a manly appearance) was continually irritating the Aprd ~!th, Thursday. 

lips. I found nothing more effectual than the application of a little lard Pdcked up at 9 A.M. COil,," 
•• • up the channel. 

or cold cream; but any applIcatIons WIll not make up for the careless and Temperatllre,: midnight to 
indiscriminate use of tin vessels. noon, max. _Oc. min. -25"; 

nlean of four reading" 
We expected to have started at an early hour, but the extreme coldness _15'2°. 

of the weather rendered it dangerous, therefOle we remained in our tents ~;~~~:~;~rth. Smart breeze. 

till 9. A.M. The sky was clear, and a keen piercing wind down the 
channel made us step out smartly to keep ourselves warm, and although 
the sledges were heavy, when the road was at all good we went at the rate 
of two miles an hour. Soon after ten o'clock we came up to Captaiu 
Penny's tent, at a point which he called Point Delay, from the circum-
stances of our detention yesterday, and having received orders from him 
we carried on. One of' the men belonging to sledge No.2. had his toes 
frostbitten, but friction with the warm hand re-established the circulation, 
and no bad results accrued. We encamped at 1. P.M., just in time, for a 
heavy fall of snow was commencing, which continued till late in the 
afternoon. As we were pitching our tents, Captain Penny and ~Ir. Peter-
son came up with the dog sledges, and encamped. Mr. Stewart, Captain 
Penny, and Mr. Peterson walked a few miles to the northward, to examine 
the state of the (roads) ice. As the weather proved unfavourable for viewing 
distant objects, they returned in an hour or two, and reported favourably 
as far as they had gone. Soon after Captain Penny's return we were called 
into his tent, and consulted as to the propriety of returning to the ships, 
leaving all our provisions, and coming out again in ten days or a fortnight, Encamped .,1 I nr. fIo·ns 

better provided, and with weather more suitable for travelling than we ~'':,';fl~::,g, 1. Dos:ance, 

had since we ieft the ships on the 17th, only a week ago. He said, "I see Temperatll"': noon 10 mid

" your willingness and abilities to proceed at present in the journey we n;~hT, ~.\~': - SOd min. -6"' i, 
" have undertaken, and I have no doubt we will be able to carry out to mean 0 lllce r," "'e" - . 
" its full extent the object we have in view, even with the preparations we 
" have at present, entirely to our own and the satisfaction of our country; 
" but I think we will be able to do more, to go farther on, and with greater 
" safety to ourselves, if we go back to the ships, remain a week or two, and 
" resume our journey in all respects well provided and fitted by experience 
" for every possible emergency in sledge travelling; our depots are laid out 
" before us, and we can come here in three days march, fill up the sledges 
" and start afresh, not from the ships, but nearly 50 miles on our journey." 
Each of us expressed his opinion, and all seemed to agree we should retre~t, 
but on~y on the terms that by so doing we wo~ld be enabled ~o persist 
longer m the search for Sir J. Franklin, by makmg our preparatIOns more 
complete than it was possible they could have been when we set out the 
~rst time. For my own part, the reasons for retreating were very plausible 
mdeed, aIthouO'h I had a stronO' inclination to the contrary, and a deeply-
rooted idea that the present ~'as the tim~ t? travel, :vh~n the floe was 
unbr?ken, the snow crisp and hard, and reslstmg the smkmg te~dency of 
!l~avll'y laden sledges; the weather generally clear, raw, and bracm.g; and 
If we should find traces of the missing ships when we resumed our Journey 

~ Ss 



He!tlfII of the party to the 
.. hip .. , 

April :!.Jth. Friday. 
l\f;l!iL' a depot, packed up. and 
... tarted at 7 A. \I. Course duwll 
l'hannd. 
T(;'mpcralur('s !~:>mid.night tJo 
IInnn, max. +.J , mill. - 3 ; 
mean of thrl't' re-mlin!!s. - ~ I, " 

Wind" northerly. Clear ... 1...;" 
~J\tlw. 
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after a fortnight's delay, it might be at a time w~en th~ season would be 
found too far advanced to follow them out sahsfactonly,-whetl the ice 
would be parting, and long narrow creeks might require to be skirted 
along for whole days before they could be crossed,-when the snow on the 
floe would be soft and unresisting-the land would be too soft to walk 
oyer it in tbe eyent of beinO' forced to that alternative,-deep ravines and 
lakes ~'ould be sending sweeping and impetuo~s torrents into the sea,-IlRd 
when soft misty and disaoTeable weather mIght naturally be looked for 

, , to 'd I fi for days without interlllission. These I eas were extreme y vague, or our 
traveliing would be over, after starting a second time, long before such 
changes could take place. , .. 

Captain Penny and Mr. Peterson made a depot of the provISIons on 
the doO" sledges, and commenced their return to the ships at .J P.~I • 
Captai~ Penny left orders with Mr. Stewart to make a second depot. "of 
" all ollr provisions, two of the four ~ledges, and all our spare clothmg," 
and to commence our return to the shIps, as the state of the weather would 
allow, early on the following day. The men were a little d!sco~eerted .at 
the idea of "turninO' back;" but a few remarks soon put theIr mmds qUIte 
at rest with respect to "bad luck" and future difficulties depending upon 
this unexpected change. There was a good deal of snow and a strong 
northerly breeze durin,!! the whole night. We entertained fears for Captain 
Penny; but as he had the dogs, and the wind was in his back, we might 
rest satisfied he would arri\'e at the ships in safety. We began to unpack 
the sledges at !i ,UJ., and having dug a trench as deep as the frozen state 
of the shingle would allow, our depot was made according to the orders 
of Captain Penny. The spare tent poles were set up as marks, and lots of 
'block tin pots, the relics of Arctic travelling, were distributed over every 
conspicuous point in the neighbourhood of the depat. The sky began to 
clear up, the snow disappeared, and the wind to the S.E., and from the 
general appearances of the sky we had fair promises of tolerable weather 
for a few days. At 7 .UI. we commenced our journey down the channel, 
close along the beach, at the rate of at least 3~ miles an hour. We had but 
two sledges, with about 500 lbs. on each; and thirteen men, with so little 
\\'eight, we could march on with an easy and quick pace, especially where 
the ice was hard and smooth. At 11 A.,r. we passed the depot made on 
the 22d, and by keeping close along the land, we made a straight course 
to and across Barlow Inlet, where we had luncheon at 1 P.M. The sky 
was nry clear, and the most brilliant parhelion and beautiful arrange. 
ments of pm'helic circles that I have ever seen were spread over the 
whole sk.\'. A zone passing through the sun encircled the whole sky, 
and there were seyeral smaller halos planted on and around it. The red, 
yellow, and white colours could be made out very distinctly; but there 

EIIl';!mpcd at ·lj 1"~1. 
:.!7 mile!>. 

wa.s ~ decided deficiency with re~peet to the yiolet, except in a small 
Di,tan<c clhptlcal curve very near the zemth, where all the colours could be seen 

very clearly. There were eight or ten parhelia, and many of them, 
especially those at the greatest distance from the sun, were purely white, 
increasing in bri~htness and prismatic tints the nearer they were to. the 
sun. A bleak wmd came across the floe from S.E., and there was a shght 
fall of fine snow. \Ve apprehended an easterly storm' consequently we 

'J'<..'mpl'r:.tluI'Cs: noon to mid
!light, max. + 5:>, min. _~~J; 
mean uf foul' readings, -11). 
\rinds eastl'rly. Clear sky. 

carried on our journey u,:til we rounded Cape Hotha~, and encamp~d 
to the eastward of the depot at 4~ P.,r. The parhelia at noon were still 
present on many parts of.the ~kr. The evening was very pleasant, although 
cold, and there was a thm llllsty haze pervading the whole atmosphere. 
The temperature fell from + 5" at noon to - 22° at midnight, and there 
was a gentle southerly breeze . 

. \pril ~6th. Satmday. During the night the blanket bags were very cold indeed. The tempera. 
\',lek,d up. and ,!arled al t f th t t "16° . 1" d 
7 A. ". l'uuf,e to the westward. ure a ~ en wa~. - . .' OWI~lg to some care essness In fastenmg the our, 
Te"'perature" mi(~n;~ht to, and the wmd. An mdlvldual m one of the tents found his nose fi'osthitten 
::~:~~ :~a~'I;;~' mm. -~"; in the mo;ning, and .had s~me difficulty in restoring the circulation. 
\\ind, S.E. Snow dr;fl. DesquamatIOn of the skm (cuticle) was the only bad result. This ought to 

be a \'alua~le lesson to those who "cannot bear" to sleep with their face 
enveloped m .the blanket bag. \V e started at 7 A.)!., and proceeded along 
the beach unhl we came to the hummocks which we had crossed on our 
passage out; and huying recrossed them without any difficulty, we directed 
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our course (doubtless circuitous enough at times) for the ships. There 
was a smart breeze during the forenoon, and the snow drifted about a 
good deal. Before we came in sight of the ships, some, if not all of the 
men, .attempted to wash their faces and hands with soap and snow. The 
attempt was so far successful; but if their hands and faces were cleaner, Ho'lfS tmeW,,", 6. Di,. 

they were frostbitten to the bargain. However, we had a good proof of the tanec·,.IS mile,.M Arrival at 

desire they had to appear clean on their arrival on board the ships. As the shIp, at 1..,1. 

we came on towards the S.E. point of the harbour, we were met by one 
of the crew of the Felix, who reported all well in the harbour. After 
striking through the hummocks, we crossed the S.E. point, and stood on 
to the ships, which we reached at 1 P.M., and where we were received by 
Captain Penny, and those of the crew who were on board, with three 
hearty cheers, and after a refreshment we began to consider what prepara· 
tions would be necessary for starting a second time. 

Th . d' d . I· May (jth, TUfi<,da:-
e preparatIOns we engage ID unng our stay on board t 1e slnps were St,lfted from the ,hiI" 01 7 I'.'" 

of various kinds. The carpenters and blacksmith repaired the sledges 
Nos. 2 and 4, and made two large conjurors which would cook for all 
hands. They also repaired the small conjurors, which we also took along' 
with us. Double our former allowances of spirits and fuel was provided, 
and also an additional half allowance of sugar; and as we found gutta 
percha flasks and drinking cups useful on our former journey, we availed 
ourselves of the opportunity we had on board the ships to repair the old, 
and make new, if there was a deficiency. 

Arrangements were made that four sledges should be able to remain 
out forty days £I'om the "50° mile depot," and one sledge ;30 days from 
the ships. The first separation was to take place at the depi'>t. Two sledges 
were to take the western route, while three \I'ere to cross the 'Yellington 
Channel, and having reached the opposite shore to the northward of 
I . d o'f . h dId Id ' d h h I Tempe ... lure" lIIax. + II" abtu e 75 ,I pOSSIble, t e 30 ay s e ge wou proceea own tee anne min. _;-; lIIeall of,i, 

to Beechey Island and Cape Hurd and examine all the intermediate readinF:" +.l. Cbr wealh,·r. 
, h I I I d '''inti ... variahl .... ('ollr<;(' ea"tt:'riv 

coast. The other two sledges would carryon t e se(fl'C L to tIe nort nvar to (al'" I1oth"m. . 

as circumstances would permit. Preparations were also made for travelling 
with the dogs by Mr. Peterson, whose extensive experience entitled him 
to a prominent position in all our arrangements. 

Our sledges were ready the day before; but as the weather happened 
to be unfavourable we were detained until it should suit our purpose. 
Early in the morning a party belonging to the Felix arrived fi'om the 
squadron at Griffith's Island, bringing reports of the return of the fugitive 
parties from Cape \Yalker and other directions, having seen nothing of 
the missing ships, and suffering severely from frostbites and snow blind. 
ness. The sky was remarkably clear during the day, and as there 
seemed to be indications of a continnation of good weather we started at 
i P. )1., having first assembled to prayers on board the Lady Franklin. 
The greatest part of the crew of the" Felix" accompanied us out of tIll' 
bay, and left us, with renewed cheering, at half past eight, after we had 
fairly embarked on the smooth ice leading along the heaeh to Cape }/a,l .. I" \\edlle,,1,,1, 

Hotham. Towards midnight the wind increased to a smart breeze, and Ellcamped at 1 ,\,>1. 1111111' 

snowdrift began to whirl about and give us a little annoyance. After Ir~vdling, ~I. Distallre. 

I . D P . h d 'k ff th tl fI t 'd I" mJles. eavIng ungeness omt, we a to stn e 0 to e smoo 1 oe ou Sl e T"lIll'eralllre', midnight ,,, 

the hummocks. It was hard and crisp, and the sledCTes moved along very noon. lila'. + 10', min. -7' , 
'I " I I 0, I . h I ",,,an "I' five reading', +.\ '. easl y, lOr t lere were eleven or twelve men to eae: 1, anu tIe ",elg ts on Y Winds northerl,·. Snow'drift. 

amounted to about 1401bs. per man. At 4 A.)[' we encamped at the base I d' J 

f I h ' ' II 1 Parke< up an slar'e at 
o t 1e uge bluff west of Cape Hotham. [he mormng was squa y, an! 7 •. ". 

there was a good deal of snow drifting. The temperature fell to -io, but at TemperaltJr", noon.," ",i,'· 
. . ° I d h - ~ - -h I' . Illg:ht. ~a~. + In : OlIn. + 1': noon It was lip to + 10 . The sky was c ear, an t ele wele pal e I~ cast mean ot nme n·,,,II~g'. +:l',,'. 

and west of the slIn. A man required to be sent back to the ships to ': 1I1J,.w(·,ted),. S),,1 deal'. 

I . . N h h dId I arhelm. mng out a canvass floor-cloth belongmg to .J: o. 1, W en t e og' s e ges 
would start. Our new cooking vessels suited remarkably well, bnt the 
quantity of fuel whieh they required was enormous, being considerably 
~bove 2~ Ibs. l?er sledge per day. I found my tfnt had undergone wear 
Improvement m Mr. Reid's hands, for the door would hardly meet betore. 
but now it laced tightly up; and when the pipes were lighted the tempera· 
ture generally ranged from + 15°, +:25°, +30°, allU +350 to +_tu

V

, an(1 
2. S s 2 



May 8th, Thursday. 
Encamped at 2 .... )11. Hours 
travelling, 7. Di~tance, 
17 miles. 
Temperatures! midnight to 
noon, ma'(. +22°, min. + 1°; 
mean of five reading'>, + 7' 4°. 
\Vind., southerly. Strong 
breeze. Snow storm. 

Paden up at 9 P. M. Course 
up ch.lIlnel along the belch. 
Temperatures: noon to mit'
ni~ht. ma).. + 22°, min. + 4° ; 
mean offivereadinl!s, + 10·~c. 
\\ inds scutherly. . Snow. 
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everything around us breathed an air of ~omfort w.hich made one feel 
happy. We had abundance of 'Yater. to drink. Durmg our re~ting.and 
sleeping hours each could ~llay h~s thIrst .when he chose, although at tImes 
it was necessary to exercIse a lIttle pahence, lest one should waken his 
sleeping companions in his attempt to search out the water flask, which 
was generally protected from the cold by placing it between the' blanket 
bags. . 

At 7 P.M. we started, and proceeded at a qUIck ~un along the land. The 
snow was quite firm, and the sl~dges never reqUlr;d a se.cond pull. The 
sky was very clear. The opposIte s~ore of Barrow s Straits could be seen 
very distinctly. T,,'o prismatic parheha attended the sun, and were extended 
vertically so as to resemble portions of a halo. The temperature was 
about zero, and suited very well for trayelling. Probably it would have 
been found too warm, but we were in the shade, for the sun had gone 
down behind the high land at Cape Hotham. Just as we were rounding 
that rugged headland, we observed a bear prowling among the hummocks, 
and as his curiosity seemed to encourage us to the chase, we stopped the 
sledges, and made attempts to get within musket-shot of him, but he soon 
took flight at so large a party, which could not have been hid from him, 
and bounded across the floe directly away from us. At 10 P. M. we saw 
the bold bluff on the north side of Barlow's Inlet, and took luncheon at 
the foot of it at midnight. The land here begins to be very precipitous; 
in some parts sloping at an angle of 50° to 56°, and frequently interrupted 
by perpendicular and even overhanging escapements of the strata 30 to 
40 feet in height. By a rough guess I estimated the dip of the strata at 
45°. As we were coming along from Cape Hotham to Barlow Inlet the 
sun could be seen beaming from the northern horizon through that inlet, 
and his rays, striking the hummocks at right angles, produced a glazed 
appearance which was well seen every moment as our eyes camc within 
the sphere of the reflected rays. 

Soon after midnight the wind came away with a constant fall of snow 
from S.W. Indeed we expected this, for the sky in that direction became 
overcast very suddenly an hour or two previously. We arri\'ed at the 
first depot at 2 P.~!., and encamped on the shingle. The weather continued 
stormy, and the wind veered round a few degrees to the eastward of 
south. We found the depot had been disturbed by foxes, if not also by 
bears. Bread and pork bags were torn open, and their contents consi
derably destroyed. One of the latter, weighing 77Ibs., was dragged at least 
~O yar~s from the depot, and pieces of the pork in it had numerOl!! 
ImpreSSIOns of the teeth of the fox. The weather was very stormy all 
day. There was a smart gale from the southward, with a copious fall of 
soft snow. The tents were very warm, and some of the men turned into 
their blanket bags as they would turn into their beds on board ship, yet 
they never felt the least cold. 

At 9 P.~I. we packed up, and started. There was a strong breeze from 
the southward, and a constant fall of soft snow. We set sails on our 
sl~dges, and went on very fast. On the smooth ice, coming over wreaths 
0.£ snow, ~me of the sledges was upset, but sustained no damage. It was 
ng~t~d w~thout unpacking; and if the provisions, &c. had not shifted their 
p~sltl.on, It must have been owing to a well-adapted cover. Towards 
nlldnl~ht the sky began to clear up, and the thermometer fell to _4°. 
the. wllld ~ecame more westerly, and violent gusts carne down the deep 
raVlDes whIch .we passed by. In some parts of our track the recent snow
storms had raIsed up wreaths which required a little extra exertion before 
the sledges were got over them. About tcn miles to the northward of 
Barlow Inlct the land begins to be less precipitous. Rounded hills, and a 
greater breadth of beach, begin to appear. The coast line runs about 
due ~orth and ~outh, ~"ith the exception .of a few degrees east or west 
occasIOnally on. eIther SIde of deep ravines. At midnight we came up to 
and passed Pomt Delay, an~ at 2 A.M. we encamped at the depot, which 
was exactly as we had le~ It on ~he ~5th of April. After breakfast two 
or. three persons went on I~ the dIrectIOn we would require to follow for a 
mIle or .two, ~nd on theIr return their report was not by any means 
encouragmg WIth respect to the road. Deep snow among the hummocks 
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and on the beac? we had no d~>ubt would increase our labours very much, ~!a)' 9th, Fda.,. 
and more especially. at that tJme when each sledge was to be completed Encamped at the del'ot at 
for the forty days Journey out of the depot. At 2 P. ~I. Mr. Peterson's 2 Uf. Hou".rravdlifll":' 

II k h f t th d h d d . r.' . DlStaflce, 14 mIle'. we . 1,1OWn.S OU I?g 0 cogs was ear, an m a lew mmutes Captam Temperatw'e" ,midnight.'o 
Penny s amval, WIth two dog sledO'es, was announced and orders were noon, max. -2', ,:,un. -t,:; 

. d h d' d iiI "'I hId' mean of lour readm~s, - ',', receIVe to open t e epot, an up t e s e ges, to be ready to start Wind, w.".dy. Clear ,kyo 
at 8 P. M. The evening was very clear, and beautiful fleecv clouds were Captain I\,."y', arrival. 
dispersed over the whole sky. Prismatic parhelia could be 'seen on both 
sides of the sun till after midnight. There was a thin mist floatino- in the 
atmosphere; but withal distant objects were remarkably well s~en. A 
small party, of which I happened to be one, travelled about five miles to 
the northward, to explore the road, and discern the state of the ice across 
the channel. For the first two miles there was a great depth of snow; but 
after this, having crossed the termination of a deep ravine, where a large 
body of water must enter the sea on each return of the season, we came 
to a smooth sheet of ice running close along the beach inside the hum-
mocks, and varying in breadth from 15 to 30 or 40 yards. We con-
gratulated the western party on snch good road, and hoped they would 
find it so to the end of the journey. At 3. 45. P.~[. we ascended an 
eminence, and commanded a splendid view of the 'Vellington Channel 
and the land on its opposite shore. 'We could see Cape Bowden quite 
distinctly, and the land to the northward of it. Close to the northward 
there appeared to be a deep bay, with a small island or table-like 
promontory in the south side of it. The sun shine in the face of the 
land, and from the numerous black spots we could see, one inference was, 
." the season must have been further advanced than on the Cormcallis Compass bear;n~s, &c .. , &c. 

'd" Th' . h hId h' d" Pat:keJ up, and ~tarted :It 
" Sl e. e Ice m t e c anne presente not mg to Iscourage us, 8 P.". Course up and across 
although certainly it was hummocky enou",h in many parts. The sun bore t\~e Wellington Channel. . 

'h hOE "Th '" I "d f h b d"' . h d l"mperatUle" noon to mld-per aZlmut compass nort 24 <. e nort 1 SI e 0 t e ay IstlllgUlS e night, max. -co, min _~I'; 
by a small ravine, terminatinO' in a heap beneath, in t.he face of a larO'e mean of six ,,·a,lin;'. -,; . 
bl ff. h 60 WO° hId r. d h k "'J Winds w.;terly. ~!O'.!CIa'e. 

U ,sout 1 . n our return to t e s e ges we loun t em pac e , Sky clear. 
except the tents. The depot had been dug up, and each sledge claimed its 
own provisions, &c. &c. Four sledges were fully equipped for fort.v days, 
each weighing at least 1,500 Ibs. and Otie sledge for 30 days, weighing 
about 1,200Ib5. We ascended a hill with Captain Penny. It was about 
four miles south of the last position where a bearing had been taken. 
The north side of the bay bore per azimuth south 13° W.; south side, or 
Cape Bowden, south 200 ·W.; and Cape Spencer south i4° W. Captain 
Penny pointed out to Mr. Stewart the necessity there was he should keep 
a little southerly at first, and after proceeding eight or ten miles. he wo?ld 
find the best ice leading him in the direction he wished to make III crosslllg 
the channel. The tents were struck, and the sledges packed up. A 
depot of 1 bag of dog pemmican, a small bag of bread, and o?e. case, 
90Ibs., of pemmican, was left, partly for our return, but prmclpally 
because all the sledges had full allowance without this. At 8p.~I. we 
started, and by double manning the sledges for a mile and a half along 
the beach we reached the ravine where the floe and hummocks offered the 
best chances of embarking with safety. Captain Penny bade all of us 
good-bye, by shaking hands with every individual; and after the usual 
cheering we parted, and stood across the channel, with the floor-cloths set 
as sails, to take advantaO'e of a gentle breeze that sprung up from the 
westward. The floe pro~ed very good, and certainly we required it, for 
the sledges felt remarkably heavy, after the easy dragging ~"e had been 
accustomed to for three days previously. I found the repaIrs No.4, the May leth, Saturday. 
" P " b d . d h d . d 't h b t Mr Alex Encamped at 51; A.M. Hours erse~erance, a reCeIVe, a Improve. I very muc, u . . . travelling, '1' 'Distanee, 
Stewart s sledge, No.2, the "Sylph," whIch went very well on our 12 miles. .. 
fc · h' b' d b th "t . d and T"mperatures: mldlllg\,t to ormer Journey, was anyt mg ut Improve y e repaIrs I !eqUlre , noon, max. + 70, min. _ 9°; 

it proved a heavy drag until it was considerably lightened; mdeed I may me.an of lour readin!(s, _I'. 

t th d f th . M J St t' I d ,N 5 bein'" one WHlds westerly. ~Ioderate. 
S3.J' 0 e en 0 e Journey. r.. ewar s, s e ge ,0., '" . O'crea,t and misty ,kyo 
of the two that had been left at the depot, went very eaSIly, and reqUired 
little or no assistance to get through was the worst hummocks we had. to 
cross. There wa~ a range of heavy ice leading to. the eastward whIch 
prevented us makmg a straight course for the north Side of the bay. After 
making an offing of about ten miles. we encamped at half-past three A.M. 

2. S s 3 
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The sky was oyercast with a white misty haze, a~d th~re was ~ gentle 
south-westerly breeze. The floe we. crossed ,~as th~s year s formatlo~, but 
early in the season it was ~overed with. snow, In ,~hlCh the sledges did not 
sink above a quarter of an mcl!. Had It formed smce the first of January, 

) '.", ,tart cd, Cuurse K.E., it would have been at a low temperature; we would have fo.und the snow 
on it soft and unresistinO' and for the reason, that salt In and on its 
upper surface would maint~;n that soft condition even at comparatively low 
temperature. 

but \.:tl .. "illg. 
Tl'lllp,-';aturc..,: moon to mid· 
nip;ht. max. + 0', min. - 2); 
mean of l'oix readings, + 4' 73 '. 
'''ind ... <;outh.westcrly. 
)11\[1,. r:ltL' i\li ... ty O"'ercast sky. At 6 P.M. we were roused out, and after a hearty meal of tea and pemmican 

we started at 9 P.:\I., and proceeded to the north-eastward, as the state of 
:l[aJ' 11th, Sunday. the ice permitted. The accumulation of snow among the hu~moeks was 

\-;ncamped at 5 A.", Hours a constant source of difficulty. The sledges frequ~ntly reqUired double 
tra velling,8. Dis'anre, Inanning" and we were g'lad to encamp at 5 A,M., havmg travelled at about 
1'1 miles. , 
Temperatures: mi'lnightto 1:2 miles. The" Sylph," No.:2. required to have some .we~ght~transferred 
",nuu, max. + ~'jC, min. -~'; to the other two sledges. No.5. took a bal!' of pork wel~hm.!! 17 lbs., and 
1Ill':m of five fl'adillgs, + l<Y'. ....... ....... 
Winds ,outh. ~Ioderatc. No .. 1. a bag of fat weighing -10 Ib~. I could not ht;lp thmkmg s,he would 
Weather misty. have to yield up the palm accordmg to ~he motto 10 her flag, ' ~almum 
Temperatures: noull to mid- • r "0 f h k d 11 h d 
ni~ht, max. + 26', min. T 4 ; qui merUit lerat. ne 0 t e me~ pIC 'e up a s~a amp IpO OUS 
me.n of ninOT.adin~', + 9' 5'. crustacean, which puzzled me not a httle to know ho". ' It fou~d Its '\'ray to 
"'inti'S northerh-. l\Ioderatt'. E h' h th 
(loudy sky. • thc Sur:fiICC of the floe. 'veryt mg we saw at vanance WIt e pure 

Compa" bearings: white colour of the snow attracted attention. A flat cake of tarry looking 
Cape Hotham, N. ~3' \\'. substance in a frozen state was picked up from among the snow. It 

1-l:!J 10'. 
H ... Inlet, No 120 40' w. seemed to be thc excrement of a bear, and was entirely made up of the 

130' I'. secretions of thc intestinal apparatus and biliary matters. We observed 
Point Separation, N. 19° ~O' E. 

"I' 40'. old ice, which could be distinguished by the rounded elevations and creamy 
1t"lt::~d, ~~II, :".110' 26' E. or yellowish colour of its upper surface. It was so extensive we could not 
:"urth Point, :".8.;' 20' E. SCl' all around it, and thc direction of the hummocks along its margin 
K;r~(il~ir, S. 60 10' E. made our route very circuitous, by trend~ng too !ittle to th~ northward. 

,,%' 6'. After breakfast we went o\'er the m07'nmg serVice, and havmg spent an 
Korthernmo,t Land, S. 31'30' hour or two in such couversation as might amuse and be useful, we went 

E. 31O? 56'. 
Korth Cape, S. SO 20' E. to sleep. The tent was very warm and comfortable. In one of the tents 
Su;::I~'CI::~, s. W W. 29°20'. the thermometer indicated +60°, and boots and stockings hung up on the 
Cape !lowden, S. 51 0 

:]()' W. ridge ropc thU\\'ed and dried. The sky was overcast at noon, but towards 
('al;)~'~:~;,cer,~. 800 jO' w. evening it cleared up, and :\I1'. J. Stewart took bearings and angles by the 

~7° 44'. azimuth compass. 'Ve supposed ourselves to be about mid-channel, but 
could not make up our minds as to the exact distance we were from either 
side. It was snfficient for our purpose at that time to lay down correct 
bearings, courses, and hours travelling, and ascertain the latitude when the 

~lay 12th, :\londay. 
Started at *- to 1 A.:'o1. Hom'> 
tr.welling, 8,~. Distance. 
1:~ mile~. Encamped at 9 A.". 
Temperatures: :lmid.night t~ 
lloon, max. + 6 I mm. -1 ; 
mc:tll of nine reading!., + 39°. 
,rind moderate. 

Temperatures: noon to mid
night, ma'(. + 6'\ min. -1°; 
mean of three readings, + ~~'). 
""ind5 northerl". l\1i'itv 
~'c' '~:l('r. Sno,~·. . 

weather might prove favourable. 'Ve were called out at 10 P.M., and at 
half past twelve, midnight, we commenced our march. The sky was over
cast throughout its whole extent, except along the horizon, where the azure 
blue, always so charming. could be seen. The thermometer ranged about 
zero, and there was a gentle breeze. '" e passed along the edge of the old ice 
for a short time, and finding it leading to the northward we lost sight of it, 
and crossed a portion of new ice, which was a little hummocky, and required 
an extra pull at the sledg·es. 'Ve soon came to a second old floe, which we 
were forced to cross, because the north and south extremities of it could 
?e ~een. The sledges c~ll1e along it tolerably well; but the constant 
Je~'kmg, as the drag ropes tightened and slackened alternately, did not agree 
WIth us, after we had been accustomed to one steady and heavy pull on 
the level floc. 'Ve were about an hour in crossinO' the old floe and from 
thi, its breadth was estimated at two miles. The ~ext ice we c~me to was 
entirely the formation of last winter, for it did not present a hummock as 
:fill' as the eye could reach. It was not unpleasant to move along at a 
steady and casy step. .The step o~ thc headmost party was always !oo 
slow for us by l~alf a m~le an hour, III consequence of the heavy draggrng 
the sledge reqUIred. "e had luncheon at the usual time four hours after 
starting, and at ~ A.:\I •• we encamped within 6 or 8 miles of the land. 
:\t noon,_ a~d durmg thIS encampment, the temperature in the tents was 
about +;)1) , an.d our boots. and mocassill~ that were hung up inside the 
~ent were contmualIy dropplllg water on our wolf skins and blanket bags. 
ro\Yard~ afternoon, the sky became overcast with a misty haze, and there 
was a slIght fall of snow; but as the eveninO' advanced the azure blue sky 
begun to open into "iew and fantastic cob~veb-cirro-cumuli beautified it 
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to the north-eastward. The general appearances of the sky did not forbode 
favourable weather. 

At 1 A.~I. we s~arte~, and found the snow on the floe quite firm as we :lIay l~th, TUNi,,)". 

proceeded m the dIrectIOn of the obluff on the northern side of the bay. The Packed up, and started at 1 A.". 
t t 3 £' II t 5 d th I I I .. and ... d at :l~ A.~I. Dj...,t,mce. tempera ure a A. :II. Ie 0 - ,an ere was a smart nort ler y breeze. 7 mi\e,., 

The sky was generally overcast, but not unfrequentl,r the clouds became :llr.J. Stewart made a "n,,11 
d h d d . d·' t' h l' Id b deput, and parted COHl)'anv .<t etac e an openmg, an pIls~a IC par e la cou e seen to advantage St A.". Cou"e to the n~rrh. 
over the land we were approachmg. At 3-!- A,:lI. we came to the edo-e of ward abont 12°01' Li

U 

the hummocks, which extended along the land and halted. Mr. J. Ste~vart i:'~::;'~d at 9, .'-'1. Dis. 
supplied about forty pounds of bread and thirty pounds of pemmican, ranee from de!'i;t, G,mile<. 

h· h I ft d' t f: II b l'f A II . Hou", travellIng, (",. 
W IC we e as a epo to a ae ~ upon, I necessar.1/. sma cairn Temperat",-e;, midnight r" 
was erected on a conspicuous point on the top of the bluff; which is 650 to noon. ma~. + ll- .. min. - i ; 

700 feet high, and a second cairn was erected at the foot of the bluff on a ~~~"~So~~:rl~:r;:·ul,,~c,;';r~:!~ . 
prominent point 30 or 40 feet above the level of the sea. The provisions breeze .. "','atl;"r ~loomy. 
were put into the lower cairn, and the following printed notice in a gutta Saow.l,,11 
perch a envelope was left between two flat stones in the top of it :-

" 13th day of May 18!)1. Left by a searching party fro111 H. M. brigs, 
" 'Lady Franklin' and 'Sophia,' at present lying in north latitude 
" 74° 40' west, longitude 94° 50'. 

" AL. STEWAHT, Officer, 
Commanding palt)-. 

"bepots of provisions, &c. at \Vlnler Point and Cape Henry on the 
" south shore, and at Cape Spencer, and :) miles "'. of Cape Hothalll. 
" Expedition under Captain Austin at Griffith's Island, one under Sir 
" John Ross in harbour 12 miles west of Cape Hothalll, along with the 
" above brigs under Captain Penny. 

" SOPHIA:' 

There are two bluffs, with intervening ba.\·s, between this table bluff anrl 
a low point to the northward, whieh is shut in fbm this position by the 
northernmost of the other two bluffs, but can be seen to the westward of 
and beyond it, fr0111 Cape Bowden, which bears to the westward of ,outh 
fi'om the cairn. On the low point where the depot was left \Ve observed 
the footprints of a bear in the soil, which must have been left some time 
after the summer had been pretty well through, for from the middle of 
September to the middle of June e\'erything is possessed of icy hardness, 
and the frozen soil is able to support the weight of any creature without 
receiving impressions of its feet. At half past 5 ,\. ~J. we parted company 
with Mr. Stewart, who had instructions to examine and sun'ey the bn.iJ. and 
proceed down the channel along the land to Beechey Island, &e. We fonnd 
the floe leading to the northward a little hummocky, but they were not of 
that huge size which would require great care to advance among them. This 
supe~ficial roughness and brecciated structure of the surface must ha\'e 
been caused by pressure when the ice was only two to five or six inches 
thick, and maintained in this state by subsequent increase from below. 
The disturbed pieces assumed every shape, size, and position and appeared 
to the eye as if the pressure had been but a few days before. ". e had no 
doubt the ice \\'e were walking over was lIel!: ice, and our impressions were, 
there had been open water in that part of the channel some time last season, 
but to what extent, and whether continuous with open water in Barrow 
Straits, were points full of interest, but involved in doubts which we hardly 
possessed the means of solving, with the exception, perhaps, of this single 
fact, that we had to cross old ice in our journey across the channel. 

At half-past 9 A. :\-1. we cneamped at the second table bluff, in the lee of Temperal,"'''' '''''JII tu lIIi~ .. 
I · h h' . I b h TI . d "'ght, ",.n. + II . ''''''. T - • very.llg ummocks whIch prevented us gett1l1g to t l~ .eac.. Ie :nn rn~all ofthn,' I,.a.l;'~" ..• j~. 

had mereased to a strong' breeze and the snow was dnftmo- w1th cons1der- "1Il<l"'''':'I''''·I~ ... ·".'~t .. 
• , b. • hn:CZl' .... lld\\· oIlllt. \ 1-),t'l1 

able VIOlence. Mr. Stewart and I went to the top of the bluff, whIch IS . 

about 700 feet high, and certainly the view we had of the ice in the 
channel repaired the hard toil we had in ascending. \r e observed the snow 
thawing on stones on the south side of the bluff', and the well·known purple 
saxifrage was beginning to show its stunted green leaves. Wc saw no 
game, but abundance of the dung of hares, deer, and ptarmigan; and one 
?f the me~ picked up a deer's antlers, which he fou,nd partially imbedded 
III the shingle 30 to 40 feet abm'e the beach. "C expected to start at 

:!. S s -l 
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10 P. ~I.; but the weather was so exceedingly violent that it was considered 
prudent to remain in the tents until it sh?uld moderate. 

~;,y 14th, Wednesday. When we packed up, and resumed our Joumey, the temperature w~s +4°, 
r.cked up, Bnd ,'ar'ed at 6uI. and there was a keen breeze. The sky was clear, and the snow dnft was 
Cuu". alung the land 10lhe b . . t S f the men suffered fmm slight frostbites of tb norlhward. egmnmg 0 cease. orne 0 . e 
I·;nc.aml'ed.,,-Io no<;n. face and nose; but as the day advanced I ceased to detect anythmg of 
~:;~~e~:'t~:es ~I';'i'lnight to that kind. The snow on the floe was very firm, and whet;J hummocks 
noon,m ... +140 min .... 2°; came III the way they were sure to demand an extra pull, Ifnot double 
mcan of five reading', +7'. . l' hId tOt t d' t fi 
Hocrs travelling, 6. Dis. mannmp:, beIOre t e s e ges were go over. ur grea es IS .an~e .rom 
tance. 11 mile.. the land did not exceed one mile but not unfrequently we were wlthm a 
\Vint! .. northerly. 'Veathcr • 0' t' II .. h elm. few hundred yards of It. ur eyes were con mua y exammmg t e 

hitherto unknown coast, and went over the ground oftener than once, 
as our weary feet trudged along the pathless and snowy plai~. As 
mio-ht be supposed, every object that appeared to possess the slIghtest 
de~iation £I'om the natural disposition of things attracted attention, with 
the hope it miO'ht be some relic of our missing countrymen. We passed 
the low point ~lIuded to on the 12th and 13th, and found the coast line 

Temperatures: noon to mid
night, max. + 14°, min. + :\J; 
1lll?all of sh reading", + lOJ. 
"'ind!i northerlv. Clear and 
pleasant weath~r. 

.May 15th} Thur!iday. 
Pach·d up. and started at I! 
;\.~!. Cour<;e north. a little 
~a~tc,.lr, Encamped at 
~, ~ A,;\I, Hours travelling, S. 
Ih"tancf', 12 mile!", 
'l'empl'r.:ltures: midni~ht to 
nOOll, ma\:, +22'\ min. -~.;,; 
Ilwan of five rcadin::rs, + 9~. 
Winds moderate. 8.1<-:, 
,rl'J.tiler dear. 

trending to the eastward of north 12° or 13°; and there were several can· 
spicuous table bluffs planted in it, until it seemed to turn suddenly to 
the eastward. After proceeding about fOllr miles to the northward of the 
low point, eleven miles from our last encampment, we pitched the tents 
at noon, and found the latitude by sun observation 75° 21'. One of our 
conjurors was lost about an hour before we halted. We could have done 
without it; but the cook for that day was a determined person, and the 
idea of any bad results in consequence of his neglect were plausible 
enough reasons for pcrmitting him to return to look for it. In less than 
an hour he arri\'ed with the lost article, and there seemed to be a feeling 
that greater care would be obscrved for the future. As far as we could 
see from the slcdges, the floe appeared to be very smooth in every direc· 
tion, except along the land, where there were enormous hummocks. Some 
of the men were suffering fi-om snow-blindness; but I expected a few 
hours seclusion from light would restore them to their usual healthy 
state. The life we were leading with the track belt over our shoulders, 
and a heavy sledge to drag along, seemed to agree well with us, if sound 
sleep and a keen appetite be signs of good health. We began to pack up 
at midnight, and at half past one A.M. we were again moving along. The 
snow was very firm and resisting; the sledges came along very well, and 
we began to think them considerably lighter, althouO"h we had only used 
five days provisions out of them. \\Then the sledge~ were packing up a 
bird flew past in the direction of the land; it was a ptarmigan. At 6 UI., 

as we proceeded along the land, Mr. Stewart and I left the sledges to 
carryon, and went to the land, where \ye erected a small cairn, and left 
the usual n?te. T~e beach sloped gradually with wavy interruptions 
from the ordmary heIght of 600 feet at the bluffs and inland to the water 
edge_ The c~i~'n is in one of the shallow hays which generally intervene 
betwee.n precIpItous bluffs; and there are two such to be seen along the 
coast Ime t~ the nort~1\Yard before t~e northern extremity of the e~s~ern 
boundary ot the Wellmgton Channel IS reached. This for present dlstmc
~ion's sake, we called" The ="orth Headland;" and a~ we came up to it 
It. was found possessed of a feature by which it can not fail to be recog
Illzed .a~ten~ards (so long as that feature remains ),-an isolated mass of 
rock rJ~mg m t.1le f~ce of the almost perpeudicular bluff, and opening out 
whel:e Its bearIng IS north 15° to 40°, E., and south 15° to 40° W. The 
bluff presents a bold and terraced appearance when viewed fi'om the N.W .. ; 
and the rows of buttresses and lines of stratification are perfectly horI
zontal. and conformable. It descends rapidly to the water's edge, and 
t~~re IS hardly any beach. (Perhaps the latter can be accounted for by the 
~hslllte~rated rocks being com-eyed away in great quantity by the drifting 
IC~, whl.ch must attack so promment a point with great force.) The ice was 
I'm.sed r,nto enormous hummocks close along the land; and at the N. W. 
pomt of the north headland the pressure to have raised such masses must 
ha\-e been very great.. \\' e encamped cl05e to the hummocks, at the edge 

Temperatun .. : noon to mi,l. of a smooth fI.oe which ext~nd"d to the 1"'-_ E. on the I'nsl'de of a range n:;!ht, m8'<. T '.1."2" JmiD. + 5° ; \.- .... J...,. 
mean, + 13:. Qf 4qJ)lIPoc!):y lce which was about a mile from the land. It is \"Cry pro-
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bable that at an advanced period of last season the whole body of ice both Winds south.easterly; mode-

ld d r r C nt h '[1t d t th t'd d th d d '. rat.. Weather gloomv. o an ve y e e .' s leo ewes wal an nor -we~twar, urmg a Clou~y and ove«ast sky. 

violent storm, leavmg a space of water open along the land which became 
frozen over very suddenly in easy weather, and acquired ;ufficient thick-
ness to resist the ordinary tidal pressure, until by further increase it miaht 
be capable of withstanding the pressure of the ice to the north-westw:;'d, 
which, in consequence of not having room to shift about, would be reduced 
to a state of perfect rest; but this is on the presumption that it meets 
with resistanct; to the north-west, which prevents it drifting away altogether 
when the shift takes place. 

The sky became overcast at noon; there was no observation, and therc ~[ay 16th, Friua)". 

h f b 
. Packedup,andstartcdat4,\,)Io 

seemed no c ances 0 0 taming the latitude by ex-meridian altitudes. A t Course!". E. and 1'. 55° E. 

4 A.M. we packed up, tind started. The sky began to clear up, and we Enca~ped a; 10.\ •. ,:. Hours 

Id I I d h
· hid . . tra\elilng, G~,. DlSt.",CC, 

cou see very ow an stretc mg to t e nort nvar at a great dIstance to Ie miles. . 

the eastward. The smooth floe led us along t.he land at a distance of Temperatures ~o~id~ight t~~. 
b f 'l d ld 1 . db' noon, max. + -- ,mm. +" , a out a quarter 0 a ml e, an we cou see tIe rUise eaches very diS- mean of six readings. + 10>. 

tinctly after proceeding about three miles to the north-eastward of the 'I'inds so~,th.westerly. Sky 
" dear. "cather "Ny fine. 

north headland. Mr. ~tewart sent mc to the land, to examine what 
appeared to resemble a cairn. It proved to be a conical mass of compact 
limestone, which by its greater hardness resisted thc disintegrating efiorts 
of alternations of heat and cold bctter than the rock aronnd it. I saw two 
ptarmigan, but my attempt to shoot them with ball was unsuccessful. I 
soon overtook the sledges, and fell into my place on the track rope. "" e 
passed some cubic blocks of salt-water ice which appeared to be at least 
30 feet square above the ordinary level of the floe. The ice around them 
was a good deal broken up, and the pressure seemed to have been at somc 
pel:iod since last summer. After proceeding about t\"elve miles, we 
cncamped at half past ten A.M. about a mile from thc land; and as 
Mr. Stewart was under the nece:;sity of remaining at the tents, to take 
observations at noon, I received orders to proceed to the land, and erect a 
cairn on a low ronnd hill bearing about east of our cncampment,. 
Mr. Reid volunteered to accompany me. On landing ,re parted. I took 
to the eastward, and Mr. Reid went directly inland. In making the best of 
my way to the hill, I ascended to a height of about 250 feet; crossed 
extensive patches of vegetation; saw abundance of recent hares dung j and, 
while crossing a patch of snow on a slope ,,,ith a southern exposure, some
thing attracted my attention. It proved to be a hare. 1 fired, but it 
escaped, spinning away on its hind If'gs, and my timc did not permit of 
continuing the chase. I examined where it had been lying, and found a 
burrow extending longitudinally about eight feet, but nerer exceeding 
five or six beneath the surface of thc snow. After travelling about four 
miles, I reached the hill, and discovered a bay, but owing to the lurid state 
of the atmosphere in that direction 011 the horizon it was impossiblc to 
make out its true extent. From the foot of thc hill, which is about 
200 feet high, the land inclined a few degrees to the southward of E., 
perhaps E. 11 0 S., then east, north-east, north, and north-west, until it 
seemed to sink out of view beneath the horizon, bearing about north of 
the encampments. I could see the raised beaches in sueccssion cxtcnding 
to the opposite shore of the bight or bay; and there seemed to bc very 
heavy ice in it from side to side. The atmosphere to the westward was very Temperatures: noon to mid

clear' I could see the land on the opposite side of the channel, leadinU" night, max. + 22°,min. + 5'; , ., fi I .0 mean or three readings, + lO~O. 
away to the westward, WIth a shp:ht trend to the northward; and rom t liS Weather clear. 

point to about north, or north 200 ·W. there was a space in which nothing Wi,.,d, sou:~;rl)"1 
but a clear iceblink could be seen. "So mnch for the continuity of land Latltu<i,', 1./ 3;. 

across the top of the Wellington Channel." On my return to the sledges 
along the gently undulatinO' land, I found the bones of whalcs imbeddetl 
in the soil, and surround~d with ycgetation, at a height of at least 
250 feet above the level of the sea. How they came there, and were 
buried in the soil or shingle, exceeds my comprehension, unless I begin to 
speculate, for which this hardly the place. As I came dOlVn to the beach, 
and walked along at an elevation of 20 feet, circular arrangements of 
stone attracted my attention. Thcy were two feet in diameter, and several 
of them that were examined conveyed the idea they "'ere fire-places, for 
immediately beneath the moss, which always occupied the surface, there 

2. T t 



l\Iay 17th, Saturday. 

Packed up, and started soon 
after mldni~ht. Course about 
east, 30° to 95° north. Hours 
travdling, 9. Encamped at 
9! A.l\I. 

Temperatures: max. + SSe, 
min. +1°; mean of six 
readingc:, + 9°. 
'Vi nus northerly. 

Distance travelled, 14 miles. 
Latitud~, 75° ..Jl'. Packed 
up, and started at 10 P.;\I. 

Course to the eastward. 
~('mperatures ~ I~oon. to mid~ 
mght, max. + ",5 • mm. + 3 ; 
mean of four readin.l!s, + 12!0. 
"'ind" l·asterh. Lurid 
atmosphere. . 

}Iay 18th, Sunday. 
Encamped at 3 A.;:. Course 
about ('a~t. Hours travelled, S. 
Di!'tance G miles. 
Temperatures: midnight to 
noon, max. + 29°, min. + 3°; 
mean of seven readings, + 12-'. 
"'inds ~outh-w('st('rly; mode
r:l.te. DC'II"l' mi<;ty atmosphere. 
Snow. 
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was· a collection of asbes and burned bones, and beneath this, 'again;:the 
stones which had not suffered from the fire w~re cemented. together by· a 
varnish-like substance which resembled the flUId parts of ammal ruatterln 
a dry state. By whom they had be~n used, and when, 'Yere questiolls 
with which I scarcely ventured to tIre my~elf, altho~gh It would have 
been highly interesting to f?llow out everythmg that mIght tend to throw 
light upon so dark a subject. At 3 P.M. I returned to. the tents, and 
reported to Mr. Stewart what had come under my observatIons. 

At midnight we packed up, and starte~. The floe proved very good, 
after a little trouble in getting through a rtdge of sharp hummocks to the 
northward of our encampment. It was quite blue and glassy in many 
parts, although it seemed to have been much broken up when ~nlJ: eight 
to ten inches thick. The sharp angular fragments could be seen stIckmg up 
half a foot to a foot, and even two feet, above the surface. These small 
hummocks do not hinder a sledge, because it rests on three or four at a 
time. We encamped at a quarter past nine A. M.; and certainly I was very 
glad, for yesterday's exposure for such a length of time to the intense rays 
reflected from the snow had reduced me to a state of utmost utter help; 
lessness by snow-blindness. Our latitude was 750 41', having advanced 
about 1-1 miles. 

A t ten P.~[. we packed up, and started. The floe was anything but 
good. Our sledge felt unusually heavy, and we suspected some accident 
had happened. It was examined, and two of the stretchers were found 
broken. We patched them up with the stretcher of the tent; packed up 
afresh, and proceeded after the other sledge, which had got a good way 
a-head of us. We required double manning occasionally, until at 
three A.:lI. we landed on a low flat beach, and encamped, having travelled 
about six miles to the eastward. The sky was overcast, and there was a 
constant fhll of soft snow. Some of us were suffering from snow· 
blindness. We estimated our distance from the ships at one hundred and 
fifty statute miles, following the winding course the sledges had made. 
After a hearty breakfast of coffee, bread, pork, and pemmican, and having 
gone over the momiJlg se1'vice, we went to sleep. No watch was kept; 
and no danger was apprehended. Neither bears nor foxes excited the least 
alarm. Should they prowl about our tents and sledges during our sleep, 
perhaps they might get a warm reception from our muskets, which we 
took care to have close at hand. We intended to have started early in the 
afternoon, but the weather still continued thick; there was a constant fall 

"bde our first depot, IJO miles of Sn?",; an~,. above all, there was pres~nt in an inte!1s~ ~egree that 
from the ships. . peculIar conditIOn of the atmosphere whIch proves so mJunous to the 
~~t~i.e~~~~.re; ~j~O;t;'n~O +m~~:; eyes; therefore Mr. Stewart thought proper not to start until the weather 
mean offuur readiogs, +20°. should prove more favourable. At ten P.~I. we commenced to unpack the 
Winds south-westerly. :lIi,tv I d d r d 't f fi d " fi M S 'I d 
andsnowv weathe,.. . S e ges, an lorm a epa 0 ve ays prOVISIOns rom r. tewart sse ge, 

. No.4., which snpplied twenty-two lbs. offat and two gallons of spirits, which 
went to form the depot; we also left spare boots and clothing, a spare 
conjuror, and a wolf's skin blanket; altogether our sledge was lightened 
abou~ 120 lbs., and ~r. Stewart's about 280 Ibs. We had one great con
sola~lOn, that the weIght of our sledges would be diminishing at the rate 
of elghte~n to twenty pounds a day. '" e dug a trench as deep as the 
frozen shmgle would allow, and having placed all the articles in it in the 
f?rm of. a h~ap, loose gravel was heaped up until everything was Quried 
SIX or ~Ight mches. be~eath the sur~ace; and then snow was heaped o~er 
the shmgle, pressmg It together WIth the shovels. A conspicuous caIrn 
was erected at the end of the mound, but not upon it, and for this reason: 
bear~ or ~oxes, or both .together, mig.ht attack the provisions in the depot, 
and m domg so the calm would be m danger of being pulled down, and 
thc .consequences ?f our mark being destroyed might lead to difficulties in 

:.\Iay 19th, )Ionday. 
Started at 3 A. :u. Course 
about).;. over the low land. 
Encamped at 9 A. )1. Hours 
travelling, 6. Disllnce, 
11 miles 
Templ'raturcs: midnight to 
noon, max. + l7 J, min. + jJ; 

mean of eight readings + 12°. 

findlll~ the depot, If not to missing it altogether. 
At 3 :\.~I. w~ started, and proceeded across the beech in the direction 

of a POlllt whICh bears about north, or perhaps a few degrees to the 
eastward of no~th. It seemed to be near the edge of the hummock, 
and the best thmg: we could do was to go straight for it, provided we 
sh~u~d never lose SIght of. t~e b~ech while going over a point of flat land 
which could hardly be dlstmgulshed from the floe outside, e:x.cept by tilt 
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range of squeezed ~p ice that intervened between them. Very soon after Winds north',mterly ; strong 
we had started a VIolent snow storm came on. The snow drifted about, ~~:'.:;~~r. Stormy snowy 
and annoyed u~ very much, an~ we ha~ great difficulties in keeping our Temperatures: noo~ to Illi~
course. In thIS respect, occaSIOnal glImpses of the point proved very D~ht, max. + 13

0
,. mle. + 8 ; 

. bl W ld h' 1 h b h' mlean of fi"e readlDgs + 10°. servICea e. e cou see t e Ice a ong t e eac at all times. The snow Winds N.W.; strong breeze. 
was deep on the land, and what had fallen recently allowed the sledges to Weather stormy. Snow-drift. 
sink the whole depth of the runners. We passed EsquimauJ: ruins 
which were recognized by their circular arrangements, and accumulation of 
the vertebrre, jaw bones, and ribs of whales. At nine A.M. we were forced 
to encamp, after travelling only eleven miles. Some of the sailors thoua-ht 
the old bones should give out heat by burning, and could hardly "'be 
convinced to the contrary, until they tried them. We had clear sunshine 
at noon, but the horizon was obscured by the drifting snow, and conse-
quently no meridian altitude had been obtained. When we expected May 20th, Tuesday. 
to have started the weather was very stormy; the wind blew keenly from 24 hours DETENTiON. 

the N. W. and the snow still drifted along with great violence We could T~mperatures: max. + ISO, 
, •• • mm. +9°; mean often 

see the azure blue sky towards the zemth, but the hOrIzon was always readings + I W. Winds 
obscure. Our tents, blanket bags, amusing conversation, music, and sleep, ~~:~;~:;s:;Ol.!~on~i~~e~~ift. 
were each in their turn taxed to pass the time without allowing it to be . 
tedious. 

At ten P.M. the blue sky began to open out on the horizon to the 
northward, and we could distinguish the land extending out so far as to 
bear about north 22° W. The point a-head, bearing- to the eastward of due 
north, seemed to have a bay beyond it, and the land beyond it again could 
be traced out to the westward, but not so far as the N.N. W. point, which 
gave the latter the appearance of an island. The sky cleared up soon 
after midnight, and cumulo strati and cirro strati appeared on the northern 
part of the sky; but the atmosphere still remained quite thick over the 
land to the south and south-west. The temperature fell to + :2.\0; the Packed up, and started at 

't . d . t' d t d th I d - ld 4 A.". Course realized N.W. snow was qUI e cnsp an resIs mg, an we expec e e s e ges wou Distance travelled, 16 miles. 
come along very easIly. We packed up, and started at flnr A.M., and Hours travelling, R. En
proceeded in the direction of the point which we then knew by the ~~~i~~~:~~'u;~~. 
designation Rough Point. No sooner had we started than the snow came Temperatures: midnight tll 
away again, and the wind veered round to S. W., and ultimately back ::a~; ~~a~;,,; ;::di::~'+ ~;r; 
again to N. W. We could hardly distinguish objects 200 yards before us. 'Yind,:<I. \\. Stong breeze. 
As the humlnocks led along, we had to follow, ho,\vever circuitous the route Snow. 

might require to have been. We observed masses of half decayed grounded 
ice of last season standing as they had been raised by pressure from the 
westward and north-westward in autumn, when there must have been 
open water in this quarter. For four hours after starting the coast line led 
away to the northward, and after this it flew away to W. 22° north, until 
we came to a point where we encamped at noon, and found the latitude 
75° 55'. As we crossed the rough point, a great many Esquimaux ruins 
were observed; and Mr. Stewart thought he saw some ptarmigan. Just as 
we were encamping, the weather began to improve; the thermometer rose 
to + 31°, and the snow was melting on the side of the tent. The men had 
a very satisfactory wash with soap and snow; and after so much bad ~empel"atures ~ no?n to ~11Id .. 

h 1'. I 1'. bl d h fi 1 . h t f b t I1Igh., max. SI ,mIll. 4{ ; weat er we Je t so comJOl'ta e an c eel' U WIt prospec s 0 e ter mean of three readings + 1'10 

weather, that we began to think nothing of Arctic travelling. At '.Vinu, easterly, vel) I;gh" 
'd . h b k A II . d th . t Sky cloudy. mr DIg t we egan to pac up. sma. caIrn was erecte on e pom , 

and the usual note was left in it by Mr. Stewart. The weather still 
appeared unsettled. The sky was clear and open, except on the horizon 
to the southward. The sun" was attended by two pm'helia, but they were 
deficient in the prismatic colours, and we could see cirri and cirro strati 
over all the sky, except to the southward. We could distinguish a small 
island bearing about south 6° or 10° east, and three to four miles to thc 

:\Iay 22d, TIHli.!.day. 
westward of the rough point. At. 1 A.M. we commenced our journey. Our Started at I '.lI. C"u, ... 
course was principally N.W., across a long flat beech, which seemed to varying chiefly X.W. En· 

t d 1 'l' I d . hI' f :6 t camped at 8 A.::H. HOUT:; ex en at east ten ml es m an ,wIt out an e evatIOn 0 as many ee, travellinll,7. Distance, 
and once or twice across what seemed to resemble lagunes, but it was 15 mib. 

fi . Latitude 76° 3', 
very doubt ul whether the sea flowed into them. The impreSSIOn on my Temperature,: midnight (0 

mind was, it did not; for although there were small hummocks of ice and noon, max. + elA. min .. , r,c; 

b 
. d b mean of five fl,:ltling<; -I 1:2;. 

snow in them, it was not necessary they should have een faISe y Winds :\.X.1:.; smart 
pressure from the sea. There might have been a foot of water orcr the hrecze. "'cather elm. 

2. T t 2 SnolV dl,tt't. 



TempcTaturc~: noon to mid .. 
night, max. +21°, min. +4°; 
mean of tour reading''> + 10°. 
'Vinds northerly. ". cather 
dear. 

l\Iay 2sd, Friday. 
DETENTION. 

Temperatures: max. + 1 G", 
min. + ."; mean of Jlinc 
reac1ing~ + 11°. 
"'inds northerly; ~troll; 
ureeze; ~quaJly. "'cather 
stormy. Viulcnt ~;110W drift. 

::\Iay 21th, Saturday. 
Packed up, and started at 
4 A.::H. Cour!.e northerly. 
Hours travelling, 8. Di~
lance, 1 ~ miles. 
Temperatures: midnight to 
noon, max. + ISo, min. + 6°. 
mean of four readings + I ~o. 
"'illds .... ariablo? \Veathcr 
clear. Encamped at noon. 
Latitude 7t.~ !.f. 
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whole surface last season, in which melting ice and snow would be at 
liberty to drift about; the heavier pieces would get aground, and 
portions of rock and mud would be ~urned up;. as the season advanced 
the water would drain away some portIons ~f the lCe, and s~ow ~ould still 
remain undissolved, and winter would close 111 the whole plam, whICh would 
become covered with snow, and these little eminences would be sticking 
up through it, affording proofs by their dirty. colour that a slfmmer sun 
had been beating upon them. We never los~ sIght of t?e coast ~me outside. 
Tt was quite impossible we could, for the Ice along It was raised to very 
great heights. We observed some huge blocks at least fort,Y feet high, and 
thousands of tons in weight. The pressure to have raIsed them from 
their level bed must have been truly great, and there seemed no direction 
"'hence it could have come except west or north-west. At 4 A.M., we 
saw to north and north 20° west a range of land very different from what 
our patience had been tried with for a few days previously. The long and 
tedious flats were exchanged for rugged and precipitous hills, intersected 
by dcep ravines, which in many cases could be called valleys, and the 
low points for towering table bluffs 700 or 800 feet high. We encamped 
at. 8 A.M., having travelled at least 15 miles. Our step was quicker and our 
luncheon halt shorter than usual, for the weather was very cold, and the 
snow drifted along with great violence. At noon Mr. Stewart had 
obscrvations. The latitnde was 76° 3'. In the evening we found it im· 
possible to pack up and proceed, owing to the extreme \·iolence of the 
weather; and considering that this had been the third day we were to lose, 
wc were impressed with the necessity there was to be careful in the use 
of our provisions. We discovered it was impossible the full allowance of 
provisions coulll be used, with the exception of fuel and spirits, which 
continued in great reputation till the end of the journey. At this 
encampmcnt, which happcned to be on the beach close to the hummocky 
floc, ,,·c picked up the feathers of glaucous gulls, and observed abundance 
of foxes dung. The small eminences in the lagunes furnished our cooks 
with fresh-watcr ice, which suited much bettcr than snow. The whole 
of the following day was spent in the tents, and really the blanket bags, 
however attracting aftcr a hard day's work, were beginning to lose our 
favour. At noon the weather began to moderate, and the azure blue sky 
could be seen through the drifting clonds. During the clear intervals we 
co~ld sec the high and rugged land to the northward; and as the clouds 
drIfted over it, and covered thc hill top~, it had a very wintry appearance. 
At midnight the weather had improved considerably, and at four A.M. 

1re packed up, and started. Our course varied very much; for two hours 
along the coast line, until we arrived at a long low point where we dis
co:ered ext~nsive Esquimaux ruins, which we dug up, and made a con
SpICUOUS caIrn of the stones. From this point the land leads away about 
N.N.E., until it joins a chain of rugged hills which lead to the north
westw~rd and westward, and form a sort of bay about twenty to twenty
five mIles deep. The rock presented features which we had observed 
previously in the limestone formation of North Devon; great hardness, with 
an even fracture, and a chrystalline texture. After crossing the point, 
our course was north 11 ° west, in the direction of a table bluff on the 
?pposite side of the bay. Therc was an extensive range of hummocky 
~ce o.n and around the point, but we were able to take our sledges tbrough 
It WIthout double manning them. Beyond the hummocks the floe was 
yery smooth~ and ~he sledges came along admirably. We had no doubt the 
lce was the formatlOn of last winter, for in some parts it had suffered from 
pressure where only six to eight inches thick. The surface of such parts 
~resented the usn~l ?recciated structure, and many of the pointed angular 
fragments were .StJC~Illg up at least a foot above the snow, and of a light 
blu.e colour, whlch It was impossible they could have had the sun been 
actmg upon them during a whole summer. The day was very warm, 
~nd .the men ~"ere very thirsty, but no attempts were made to allay that 
lDsatlU?le cravmg for water by eating snow. \Ve could see land raised by 
~efractlO~ to the westward and north-westward. It presented numerous 
1Ddent~t:~ns whc;re it. '~as lost, and it. disappeared altogether about 
north 3;) or 40, uuhl It opened out. again two points farther to the 
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eastward in the direction of the land we were approaching. The hills 
to the eastward and north-eastward were rendered obscure by a lurid 
a~mosJlhere, but there was no distortion of the land by refraction in that 
dIrectIOn. We encamped at noon, and found the latitude 760 9'. After Temperatures: noon. to mi.!

our breakfast of hot tea and pemmicans an extra half allowance of rum :~:~'0~~~;e:;::di~~~'++1~~'; 
was served out, which enabled us to show our attachment to our beloved Wind, easterly; moderate'- . 

Q b · h' h " . d h Weather clear ueen, y WlS lllg er a prosperous reign, an many appy returns of . 
the 24th of May." During the evening the wind veered round to E.S.E., 
and blew keenly, but died away at midnight, when we were about to start. 
Our course was considerably to the westward of north, at least 25° or 300 

towards a prominent bluff, where Mr. Stewart contemplated I should leav~ 
a five day depot, or proceed homeward after filling up his sledge. The 
sledges came along smoothly, for by this time they were considerably 
lighter. The sky was very clear, and almost perfectly cloudless, and the 
land to the westward could again be seen raised and distorted by refrac
tion, even when the hills to the eastward were beginning to be enveloped 
in a dense mist. After travelling eight hours, we encamped at 9 A.1r. 
Our tent was very warm. A vessel hung up to the ridge rope full of snow 
prepared copious supplies of water; and although there ,ms a constant 
dropping fi-orn the bottom of the vessel by condensation of vapour, we 
rarely allowed the ridge rope to be without a vessel, and by adopting this 
plan we were enabled to save fuel, and our supplies of water were more 
liberal. The latitude by meridian alt. was 760 15'. 

At midnight we started again. The sky was overcast and gloomy, and 

l\Iay 25th, Sunday. 
Packed up and .... tarter! at mid. 
night. Course ~.x.'r. or K. 
30U 'r. Encamped ~t 9 ,\.;\1. 

Hours travelling, 8. Dis
tance, 12 mile!'. 
Tempcraturc<;: midnight to 
noon, max. + lfJ-', mill. + 4 ; 
mean of seven reading .. + 9{ 0. 

"'inds variable'. \r cather 
clear. 
Latitude, i6'J 15'. 

Temperatures: noon to mid
night, rna);. +21°. mill. + If) ; 
mean of fOlll" readings + 18~. 
"'intis X. \V.; fresh breeze. 
\\\·atllt.'r gloemy. Snow. 

.:'IIay 26th, l\Ionda~·. 

the wind was fre5hening up in our faces; the snow was beginning to drift "t",,,,<1 at midni~ht. Course 
'-' ~. ~ .. \\. EllL~l.Inpcd :It -I A.::II. 

about, and we feared this would be a short day's march. A bear was observed Hou" travelling, 4. Dis_ 

and manceuvred, but without success, and as we were pitching our tents at t,,,,n','; miles. 
'-' Tt::mpcraturl's: midnight to 

4 A.!\l., within five miles of the land, a fox passed close by the sledge, and nOOIl, max. +:lc ,mill. + 19°; 

was shot. The colour of its hair was beginning to change around the neck, ~:e;':::I~\fi\~ .. ""di"~', ":;. 

and the general appearance of the creature was altogether wretchcd. Lotitude 76° ~o'. 
Immediately after breakfast one of the men and I went on towards the ;~i~t';i~~s:,om the ships 

land. The floe was very hummocky, but upon the ,,,holc we went at the Temperatures, noon to mit!

least at the rate of three and a half miles in the hour. l:ioon after landing night, max. + 3~0, mill. + 17 

b d t 1 h o h ddt 1 "tl' I t mean uf6vc reading" +'.2':;). we 0 serve wo lares, w IC we en eavoure 0 approac 1 WI Jill mus,;e Winds northerly. ~'lu"lIy. 

shot; but the creatures were so wary, standing 011 their hind legs, and Snow. 

~pinning away in this upright posture, with watchful eyes on all Ollr 
movements, that all our efforts werc quitc fi'uitlcss. The bluffs agreed in 
every respect with the table bluffs on the eastern shore of the channel and 
the bluffs west of Cape Hotham, with the exception of being about 100 feet 
higher. As the weather began to be very stormy, and no objcct could be 
accomplished by remaining on shore, we came off to the tents at clen~n 
o'clock, suffering a good deal from snow-blindness, and very much fatigued. 

l\Iay :...'ith, Tucsda~" 

We observed the footprints of bears of various sizes, all going to the 
westward. Instead of packing up and starting in the afternoon, it and the 
following morning had to be passed in the tents, in consequence of the Temperat~::;';%t~~~. +~IO, 
extreme violence of weather. About noon Mr. Stewart and a large party min. + 8°; mean of ninc 

of men went ashore, to examine the coast, and take bearings and an!!les. re"din~s, + 15°. 
<...-J '-' "rinds northerl\'; mOGL'ratc. 

The latitude at the tents was 76° 20' ; at the land it would be 76° 25'. "',·"ther clear .. 

At 6 P.M. the party returned, bringing off two hares which Mr. 
Stewart had shot. They were male and female; the latter was in an 
advanced state of impregnation, and contained six leverets., .\ftcr 
Mr. Stewart's return to the tents, he examined the sledges, and found all 
due preparations had been made for my jOctUJ'Il, according to the orders he 
had given in the forenoon. The sledges were exchanged. No. -1., the 
"Per.oevemnce," became the advancing sledge, while No.2., the" Sylph," was 
to return. The former had 27 days provisions, and the latter eight. 
Mr. James Reid was transferred from my party, and John Eddie, carpenter's 
mate, received in his place. I had orders fi-om Mr. Stewart to proceed to 
the south-eastward, and examine the bottom of the bay, which was a little 
doubtful whether there was not an opening leading to the eastward; after 
which I was to make the best of my way to the ships, calling at the island, 
and taking supplies of provisions, &c. out of the depots as I passcd them. 
At 7 A.~r. we packed and took opposite directions. q~r course for th~ first 
three hours was E. 22° south, and for the two remall1l11g hours, uutll we 

2. T t a 

A"hore examining the ('();[..,t. 

Preparation m.1de for the 
return of half the party. 

rARTING. 

Packed up, and started at 
7 A.:\I. Course E. ;;:1' ~. 
Encamped at 1I00n. J IOllT .. 

trR\'('lhn~. 5. Distance, 
12 mill'S. 
Tempt'ratures: max. + 16° 
min. + jO; mean of !'cvcn 
readillgs + j ~ ~ "-inds K. F. 
modclatc. \\ f..'<I1ilcr deM. 
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encamped on the opposite shore, S. E.. Our encampment was a.hout seven 
miles from the bottom of the bay, WhICh we could see very plamly. The 
latitude was 760 13'; but I placed no confidence in the observation. 

The floe we had come over was very smooth. Our sledge was'very 
light. Where the snow was hard I thought twelve miles a safe estimate in 
five hours. Some of the men endeavo~red to raise a fire wit? tufts of dry 
:,axifrage and masses of mos" but then' attempts produced little else than 
smoke. The land sloped gradually fro~n the .elevated. land b~hind to the 
edge of the ice, but there were occasIOnal mterruptIons whICh caused a 
wavy appearance of its outline. The rocks were very hard, and present an 
even fracture and crystalline texture, similar to what had been observed 
at the point a few days before. I erected a cairn on one of the ridges, 
about 2.50 feet above the level of the sea, and left the usual note. As we 
were packing up the sledge a smart breeze came away fi'om the N. E., and, 
as might be supposed, the sailors hoisted the floor cloth on the tent poles 
for a sail, and as we got clear of the hummocks which lined the beach a 

:\lay 29th, ThUl'sday. beautiful blue floe presenteei itself, leading exactly in the direction we had 
Started at I ~ A.M. Course to proceed (a fortunate coincidence with a fair wind). For nearly three s. 30° \\r. ~ail set. Hours ~ 

travelling, 8. Distance,20. hours we could hardly keep up with thc sledge, although running nearly 
!~:p:r;~ur:~a:~~'s:v~~o, as fast as we could, and receiving great assistance from holding on by the 
readings +' 19JO' braces. I am certain we travelled at least fourteen miles in three hours, 
Windsnortherly; smart breeze. being a little more than four miles an hour. At half past four A.M. as we 

passed along the land, I observed a mass of rock which resembled a large 
cairn, without examining which I could not rest satisfied, although the 

Encamped at 9! A.1tf, 

Ice 15 feet thick. 

distance to it was not less than two miles and a half or perhaps three miles. 
I started from the sledge, taking one of the men, carrying the gun along 
with me. \V e soon reached the land, and were satisfied. The object of 
attraction was a deception. On our return to the sledge we met the men 
in a state of alarm at three bears (two full grown and a cub), which swept 
furiously close by the sledge, and showed off their ivory to advantage. 
I allayed their fears in the best way I could, by saying bears were never 
known to attack even two or three men together, where attempts were 
made to keep them off by shouting, &c. &c. It was hardly proper to 
lea ve the sledge without a gun that could have been depended on, for the 
~hip's gun, that belonged to the sledge, was one that Mr. Stewart had 
rejected but a few days before. After putting everything to rights again, 
we started at 6 A.M., and travelled for three hours and a half at the rate of 
about two miles per hour. The bears went to the west or northwestward, 
at a wry rapid rate, as if chasing one another. A fox was seen at the same 
time. Can the fox be to the bear what the jackall is to the lion? The floe 
had a good deal of snow on it as we came to the southward, and we 
observed numerous wide fissures, in which we could reach the water at a 
depth of two feet beneath the surface; these fissures were at right angles 
or nearly right angles with the land, and between two and three miles from 
it. Where we were there were no hummocks nor raised up ice, and the 
thickness of snow on it was about six inches. Allowing the six inches of 
snO\~ to be. equal to two of i~e, and applying the rule based upon the specific 
gravlt~ of Ice, then the thickness of the floe can be safely estimated: I 
made It 14 to 15 feet. We encamped at half past nine, not a httle 
£'ltigued, having both by running and walking taken the sledge over a 
di~tance ?f twenty miles. In the evening the sky became overcast; there 
wa~ a slIght fall of snow. Some of the men were complaining of snow
blindness, and one of diarrhrea, which he had proved beyond doubt had 
be.en .brought on by the use of pemmican, of which he was very fond. At 
11lIdl1Jght we begun to pack up, and at half past one we titarted. The 

!lIay 30th, Friday. weather was very foggy, but we managed to keep our course by the sun, 
Packed up, and started at I' h ld 1 b d' d h h h . 
l!ol. In 2t hours travelled W)IC .con a ways e Iscerne t roug t e fog. At 4 A.ili. we arTlved at 
4 mile~. Reached the cairn, the pomt, and left the usual note in the cairn; and at 8 A.M. having sighted 
194 mIles from the sblps. t th '>3d . I . d ~6° , ' h 
2.6 fr?m our fart?e", by our ollr encampmen on e -: ,I;t atJtu e I 3 w.e encamped on the beac., 
CIrC~ltouS route m~o the bay 36, close by some mound~ of Ice thIrty to forty feet high· how they attained thiS 
makmg the home Jonrney h' b h . b b . ' . 
10 miles more tban the out- elg t must a\c een y some mysterIous process of growth whICh I could 
ward, which was 220. En- not comprehend, for the\' did not seem to have been influenced by pressure 
camped at 8 A.M. 6! honrs f1 • lb' h 
tranlling. - or years prevIOus y, ut t ere was abundance of very high hummocks along 
Latitude 76' I'. the coast to their outside. The latitude was 76° I' two miles to the south-
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Temperatures: max. + 28°, 
min. + 7°; mean of ten 
readings + 15°. 
Winds variable. "~(:atllcr 
thick and snowy. 
Started at 11 P.M. 

ward. of our encampment on the 23d. The sky became overcast in the 
evenmg, and a dense fall of snow commenced. Fortunately I laid down 
north and south marks at noon, otherwise it would have been puzzling to 
shape our course at 11 P.M. when we started, and could neither discern sun 
nor marks along inland to enable us to shape a course. 

After striking through the hummocks to the smooth floe outside we ~Iay 31st, Saturday. 

kept going along them until the sun could be seen at 2° eastward, which Cou~se S. 50° E., but often 

enabled us to shape our c~)Urse for the island, which we reached at 6 A.~I., ~~:~~,g~nd ~~:~;:,dp~d :tn 
6 A.>!. 

and after much labour takmg the sledge through the hummocks, we landed 7 hours travelling. Dis

and pitched the tent on a comfortable bed of dry. moss, about 30 feet ~~~;:,eperatures: max. +31°, 

above the level of the land, very near the top of the Island. We observed min. + 15°; mean of eight 

a seal at a hole about a quarter ofa mile from the S.W. end of the island, r,e\;didngsS;}~to. tb 
10 5 • D. ,smar ree:ie. 

but all our schemes to get within shot of him were closely watched and Thick snow. 

completely foiled. Recent footprints of bears were observed around the hole. 
The floe at the end of the island was brecciated, and the angular fragments 
were sticking up through six inches of snow. The water line in the seal 
hole was nineteen inches below the upper surface of the snow, and fi'om 
this the thickness of the ice was calculated at eleven feet; the depth of 
the water was twelve fathoms. The island is about forty feet high; its 
length from east to west 400 yards, and its breadth, north to south, 350 
yards; the difference between length and breadth is owing to a long 
flat beach which is continued in an eastern direction, where there 
must be an eddy of the flowing tides. The opposite extremity of 
the island is abrupt, and the water appears to dcepen suddenly, from 
the enormous hummocks that are planted around it. The pressure to 
have raised and brought in such huge blocks could only come from 
between the points W.S.W. and W.N.W. The limestone, of which the 
island is composed, abounds in corals, emerites, orthoceratites, univalve, 
and bivalve shells. Recent dung of hares and ptarmigan was ,"cry 
abundant, and I picked up the entire skull of a lemming in the castings 
of an owl. I observed depression in patches of grass (junci), which must 
have been hollowed out by ducks in the summer season, to answer the 
purpose of nests. On Sunday morning the time for starting arrived; but 
the state of the weather was so violent that unless it had been absolutely 
necessary it would have been imprudent to have exposed ourselves to the 
inclement storm. At noon the sun appeared, and there were promises 
of better weather. I had a meridian altitude, which cnabled me to lay 
down the exact latitude of the island, and a bearing of the 1'Ollgh point, 
which agreed pretty well with bearings taken on the evening of the 
20th May. V cry soon after midnight we began to erect a cairn on the 
top of the island; the usual paper was deposited, and wc started at fouru! 
Our course for the first three hours was S. S. E., until we crossed the 
beach, and struck in upon the long flat, to the northward of the depOt, 
where we observed stuck up very conspicuously some of the relics of our 
encampment on the 20th May. From this we made the best of our way 
to the depot, which I feared we might have some difficulty in finding, 
from the circumstances that it had been laid down and left in foggy 
weather, without proper landing marks, except thc hummocks along the 
beach. At noon we espied the cairn at the depot, and after coming to a 
convenient spot in its immediate neighbourhood we encamped. The sky 
cleared up, and enabled us to get a tolerable altitude. The depot was 
found in a state of perfect safety, and the cairns that had been erected 

June 1st. Sunday. 
DETENTIO!'.". 

:Meridian altitude 36° 2'. 
Latitude i 5° 49', bearing off 
the rough pGint S. sao E. 
Temperatures: max. + 32°, 
min. + 16°; mean of eight 
readings + ~:Li'~. 
Winds south-ea..,tcrly. Violent 
£now storm. 

June '2d, l\londay. 
Pacled up, and started 4 A.:'If. 

Arrived at the deput at noon. 
Encamped. Hours travel~ 
ling, 8. ::\it.'ridian altitllde 
36° 18'. 
Latitudt' 75° 41 '. 
Temperatures: max. + 10 \ 
min. 14°; mean of nine 
readings + '21°. 
\Vinds southerly; Eght. 
"-cather thick and hazy. 

were still standing. Some of the men were suffering from snow-blindness. 
At 4 A.M., after removing from the depot our portion of the provisions June 3d, Tuesday. 

and our spare clothino- we proceeded to the westward at a rapid pace Began ~o paok up, and to open 
b' • ' the deput at I A.M. St.ntl'd 

The sledge felt heavy, commg through the hummocks, but as soon as we at ~ u,. Hours travelling,S. 

got clear of them it came along very well. At 9 AM. havinO' travelled Course west, a httle southerly. 
. • . '. b Encamped at 9 A.M. 

ten mIles, we encamped. The weather was mIsty, and the wllld veered to T~mperat~rrs: max. ": J~" 
the wes~wa~d. The temperature rose to + 39° from + .16° at. 1 A.M.. ;::~~in~:6+k5tO~anofelght 

At mIdmght the sky began to appear through the n1lst; dIstant objects \~inds southerl~. Weather 

became visible; cino strati and cumuli were dispersed along and a little ~~~~~~d:~ ;';Op~~,~g. 
above the horizon; and as the temperature fell to + 16° the snow became 
hard and resisting. We could see the north headland very distinctly at a 
distap.ce of at least 20 miles bearing S. W. We crossed several old floes, 

~ Tt4 
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on which the rounded hummocks were very high, and we were much 
June 4th, '\T~,lnesday. f 1 I d 'V d 

Cou"," S.W. Encampcd at annoyed by the constant jerking 0 tIe s e ge. . e encampe at 5 A.M., 

., A.". Hours travelling, 6. about two miles N.'''. of our encampment on the. 16th of ~ay'. The day 
Temperatures: max. + 25-', b . f t h t fi 1 h . min. +10°; mean of nine ,ra~ very clear, ut III consequence 0 no avmg an ar 1 cIa OflZOn 

readings + 1(,'. • I did not obtain a meridian alt., as the sun was over the land to the 
Winds S. E. ; light. "cather A'd . ht k d d h d fc h clear. southward. t ml mg we pac -e up an s ape our course or t e 

1101·tll Ilcadland. Thc floc was very rou2:h in many parts, and those of Started at midnight. '-' 
thc mcn whosc cyes were a little affccted were in danger of getting their 

.June 5tll, Thursday. legs broken or ankles dislocated in the deep cracks among the hummocks. 
Encamped at 7 A.>T. HOllrs '" e had 1 uncheon at the north headland at the usual hour. Some of the 
travelling, 7. Course S. \1'. men obtained some fresh·water ice, a little of which was brought with us. 
andS.llo"r. fi '1 h 
Temperatures: max. + 36°, After proceeding down the channel abo~! v~ ml es, t e tent was pitched 
:~~i~g~5:;2;~~an "f nine at 7 ,UI., about a mile from the land. 1 he Ice at the north headland was 
Winds S.E.: li~ht. Weather cracked at right angles ,,·ith the coast line, and the water linc in the 
clear. Crack, in the ice. fisures was 11 to 13 inches beneath the surface, hence the floe was about 
'fhit'knc~" about 9 ii..'ct, \\ llcre 
110 pr."ure had b,en. 9 fcet. At the spot of our encampment on the 15th of May numerous 

footprints of foxes and bears were observe~, and the dung also of these 
animals was in great abundance, many portIOns of the dung of the latter 
seemed to consist entirely of undigested grass, which maintained the shape 
of the intestine so well after it had been evacuated that it resembled 
human evacuations, and had I not detected seals claws amongst it I 
helieve doubts would have remained with me whether some of those 

June Cth, Friday. 
Pile ked up, and ~t:uted at 
1 A.lf. COllr~~ S. 11 0

"" 

down the Wellington Channel. 
Hours tranlling, 7. EU4 
camped at 8 A:"'. 
Tcmp~ratur('s: max. + 41°, 
min. + 20°; mean of nine 
readings + 32°, 
"'ind., south-ca!.tl·rly; strong 
~ale. "'cather \cry <,tonllY. 
.Brent geese scen. Thil'kul;'<;s 
of the iet'. 

whom we had failed to find had not been reduced to the extreme necessity 
of subsisting wholl), upon grass. Towards midnight the sky was very 
clear, and bright parhelia attended the sun. There was a gentle breeze 
from S.K, but it quite baffled the skill of the sailors, 'rho prepared their 
usual sail to take advantage of it. The ravines between the bold bluffs 
we passed sent down violent gusts, which fi'equently put our tent poles 
into danger of being broken. At 3 A.:\I. the sky became overcast, the 
wind increased, and snow began to fall thick; in short, there were all the 
appearances of an approaching storm. Se\'eral flocks of birds were observed 
flying to the north-eastward. They resembled red-throated divers in their 
flight, but I had reason to think afterwards they must have been brent 
geese. A crack in the ice leading to the westward, two feet wide, was 
crossed, and thc thickness was ascertained with tolerable accuracy. 

At 8 .ut. we encamped close by a low point ill the immediate 
Snow dissohin:: on the t"nt, vicinity of very high and precipitous bluff's, from which the wind swept 
and dropping through. 

down in violent gu,ts \rhich threatened to carry away out' tent. It blew 

June 6th, Friday. 

very hard, and snowed all day. The snow was soft; and as the tent was 
shcltered by a range of high hummocks from the wind as it veered round 
to S. K, it accumulatcd on the canvass, and melted; and for II. short time 
,re had a shower bath, until the fibres had become swollen with the water, 
and ceased t.o transmit it in such great quantity. The snow on floe 
became quite soft, and ycssels placed on it sunk into it. This was the 
first timc wc had obselTcd anything seek its way by dissolving the snow 
without elm/' sunshine. In the evening the weather began to moderate; 
wc c~uld .see Cape Bowden, and also a great part of the land on the 
o~poslte Side of the .channel; but the bluft' at which our depot had been 
laId down was shut 111 to the eastward. I went to a prominent part of 

.Tnne 7th, Saturday. the low point; erected a cairn, and left the usual note. It was nearly 
Start~d atq~ ;0,1 ."~:. Course two hours before I o\'ertook the sledge. The temperature having fallen 
s. 15 or _0 E. 0, hours below the fi' . t tl th fi b .. d th tmvelling. Encamped at 6 A.>l. reezmg P0111, Ie snow on e oe ecame reslstmg, an e 
T~'mperatu,,'" max .. -+: 'l~O, sledge moved along very easil y in consequence. '" e encamped at 6 A.M. 
,"111. + 29°; mean" t mne t tl d d . I hI· f . .. c.dings +30to. Wind, s.w.; a Ie e ge, an 111 t le s c tcr 0 a range of hIgh hummocks close to the 
"'O~lg brcc,". Soft snow. depot. ,V c left on thc 13th of May. There was a constant fall of soft 
:\rmed at the depot. d t b f' h S . 

June Sth, Sunday. 
Detention. 

Temperatures: m:t'<. +gl°, 
min. + 29°; mean of eight 
readin~s + 29~o. 
"'inds S. S. \\". Smart grale. 
Stormy and snowy wl,,,tlll'f. 
Slarh'd at 9 ".)f. 

snow, an a smar ree~e rom t e .'V., whIch pelted in our faces on our 
march from the low pomt to the depot. During the whole of Saturday 
the weather was very severe, and on Sunday it was such that to have 
started across t~e channel would have been highly improper .. We 
removed our portl?n of ~he brea~ from the depot when we encamped, and 
so ca~ed the remalI~der m the Cairn. Several brent geese were seen, and 
one" as shot. WhIle we were .asleep three bears (a mother and two half
grown cubs) were heard prowlmg about the tent and sledge, but as soon 
as we scrambled out they took flight, and ran away. We found they had 
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the conjurors,. and everythin.g which ~eviated f:om the pure white 
of the snow, with the exception of a Crimson ensIgn that was waving 
breeze about ten yards from the tent door. I must acknowledge our 
undoy was not so well spent as I could have wished; however we 
)ver the Morning and Evening Services, and engaged each other's 
.on in amusing if not useful conversation. We began to pack up 
and started at 9 P.M.. An occasional glimpse of the opposite shore 
d us to make a straight course for Point Separation, which bears 
W. 30° S. Our pace was quick and light, for the snow was firm, 
Ie sledge moved along it easily. After travelling about fourteen 
we encamped at 3 .... M. At noon the snow on the fioe was very 
Our tin vessels prepared more water than could be used; and it 

June 9tll, l\fonday. 
Course aeros!> the channcl. 
Encamped at 3 A. :H. Hours 
travelling, 6. 
Tl'mpcrature: max. + 40°, 
min. + 29°; mean of eight 
r~adillgs + 38!. 
\Vinds S. 'V.; moderate. 
Misty snowy weather. 
Packed up, and starll.!U at 
11 r.:\I. 

)t without very great reluctance a small remainder was thrown away. 
P.M. we started again; the fioe was very soft, and blue spots could 

. . d" Th bl k b June 10th Tue,dav 
~ on It III every l~ectIOl~. e azur~ ue s y egan to appear, Encamped at [~A.".' iiours 
,Ill there was a white misty haze, which affected our eyes a good travdling, 6 •• 

We could see Point Separation very distinctly and our outward T~mperature: m". + 3;°, 
• • '. min. +31°; mean ofl'lght 

marks were crossed several times. Up to thIS t11ne we were able readings, 3~,: ' 
~p our feet warm, although not quite dry, ,vithout leather boots. ~;~~~~~. S'~I~~/ s~,~derate 
Ife had recourse to them, but they were not proof against the water; . 
r feet were generally soaking wet in less than an hour after starting. 
ossed an old fioe, and found the increase of temperature had, as yet, Meridian alt. :l70 51'. 

) effect in changing its appearance. Several seals were seen on the Latitude H' 58'. 
Bccchl'Y Islaud, S. E. 

ut no attempts were made to shoot any of them. Bears footmarks Cape Spencer, S. 55 U E. 

'eryabundant on the soft snow. We pitched the tent at half-past Cape Bowden,t:· 1.,':--:. 
b '1 fi P' S . 0 bl I b d Port Pemmican, X.E. 

M. a out ten ml es rom omt eparatlOn. ur an ~et ags an Low Point, X. :3:3 E. 
ins were very wet with floe or snow encampments since the weather North Ileadlllld, :-O.:-I.E. 

NOI"th Point, "",side. x". 1';'°,,-. 
e SO soft. Large flocks of king and eider ducks were constantly Point Separation, W.1~' ,. 
to the northward. Brent geese, glaucous !.rulls, ivory- !.rulls, Cape Ilutilam, S.S. W. 

........ ....., Cape lIo'ham, 67° ,,~. of 
igans, and snow buntings had been seen since we commenced crossing Ikechey hland,-uy the 

'ellinO"ton Channel. At noon I obtained a tolerable meridian alti- 'I',ad,"nt. Ilearing' more 
t) • • or It s; uoubtrul j only 

and took bearmgs of some of the headlands wIth a pocket compass apl'fO,imatioll,. 

le quadrant. The floe was very soft, and although the sledge con- l'.cked up at II r.". 

little more than our clothing it sunk deep into the snow, and June 11th, Wednc3day. 

ed good stiff pulling to bring it along. Our pace was quick to keep En",ampcd at 5 "",~. at the 
. ' deput Oil Cormvalhs Island. 

~t feet warm. I measured the thIckness of the floc through several HOln·,. travelling, 6. Floe 7 

., and found it seven feet. As we approached the land something ~t'::nt~'~~~;ure: max. + .;5', 
Jling a cairn was observed, but a still closer approach proved it was min. +11°; meanofeigilt 

,ne of the thousand deceptions we had already met with while looking ~\'i"~::'::a;i::I:; light. 

:rns. After a comfortable luncheon on the beach at Point Separation Weather clear, 

:oceeded to the depot, when we encamped and expected to find 
s of those of the western party who might have returned. The 
was a perfect wreck; and as no reports were fonnd, nor traces 

'ed of any party having returned, our conclusions were, the entire 
was still out. The provisions which bears and foxes had scattered 
the beach were collected aud deposited in the centre of the cairn we 
along with a case of pemmican which fortunately happened to be 
against their teeth and claws. A paper containing a full report of 
oceedings of Mr. Stewart's party was deposited in a bottle in the top 
: cairn. I observed several insects, chiefly spiders, running on the 
when they were turned up, specimens of them were obtained aud 

ht on board the ship. After our usual rest, we packed up and June 12th, Thursday. 

~ded down the channel along the land. The ice between the hum- ~~::;~e~h~~~:t'ig~:;iv,~"~~\'C 
i and the beach was a standing pool of water, which had to be waded; first del'ot. Encamped at 

. . tl b t f 't d . t thO k r t' 5,"'" ilIet Captain I'e"ny: lere was Ice In le ot om 0 1, an m Ulan}, par.s a IC lorma IOn outwaHl-bound boat pal"', 

on the sUlface, which sustained the weight of the sledge, without Received Qr~ers. Packed up, 

ngthrough altogether. The weather was very clear, and there was ~e~'~:;~I;r~o~r~~:~'~I~";s:1" 
.Ie breeze from S.E. At half-past four o'clock A.M. we arrived at min. +29°; l11eallofeigh. 

t d At h f d th d f rcadings +13°. 's epo, w en we met a party 0 twenty men un er e cornman 0 Winds variable; light. 

in Penny, who had encamped but two hours before. The party had Wealher clear. 

from beyond Cape Hotham in the last day's march, and was proceed-
I the northward with a whale. boat mounted on a large sledge, to 
: Captain Penny to carry out a proper examination of a number of 

Uu 



June 19th, Friday. 
Course down the channel 
round Cape Hotham. En_ 
camped at 2 A.N. Hours 
travelling, 6. 
Temperature; max. + 40°, 
min. + 29°; mean of nine 
readings + 34°, 
Winds S. W. j light breeze. 
Sky clear at first j gloomy 
towards night. 
Packed up at lOt p.n. 

June 14tr, Saturday. 
Course westerly. Hours 
travelling, 6!. Arrival at 
the ships: 40 days out. 
Distance, out and home, 
450 statute miles. 
Temperatures: max. + 37°, 
min. + 31 ; mean of three 
readidgs + 3So, 
Winds S.S.W. ; smart breeze. 
:Misty. Overcast sky. Rain. 

June 17th, Tuesday. 
Left the ships at 9 P,M". 
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islands surrounded by opeu wate~, whic~ he ~ad .discovered about tho 
middle of May, and failed to examille satIsfactorI~YI III consequence of tho 
drifting state of the ice nnd open water. I received orders from Captain 
Penny to resupply my slc,lge with provisions as soon as I returned to ~ 
ships, and follow up after his party ~s the str~ngth of my own party, the 
state of the ice and the weather, might permit. I need not attempt tQ 
describe the expressions of feeling which the sailors exhibited on meetin, 
with their old comrades, hecause they are such as can hardly be appreciateil 
by any but those who have experienced them. After wading through poob 
of water along the beach, which reached to the knees; crossing BarIo~ 
Inlet and rounding Cape Hotham, we e~ca?lped at the beacon near the 
large bluff at 2 A. ~I. The sky was begmnmg t<;> be overcast, and th~ 
was a cold wind coming away from S.W. The Ice around Cape Hothau) 
had changed remarkably; the hummocks had fallen down very much, and. 
dirty muddy colour had taken the place of what had been pure white 
a month before. Dovekies, terns, glaucous, sabine, and ivory gulls, and also 
brent geese and king ducks, could be seen very frequently. 

As we were packing up, and prepairing to start, a sledge came in sight 
to the eastward. It was a dog sledge, and we could see two persollB 
attending to it, coming through the soft and deep snow along the beacb; 
When they came within a half a mile of OUI" tent, they drew up to the 
shingley beach, and halted. Thinking a message might await me from 
Captaiu Penny, I proceeded immediately to the party, when I found 
Mr. J. Stuart and Mr. Peterson returning to the ships. The latter was 
unable to accompany the advancing party, in consequence of severe 
diarrhrna, and the former was ordered to accompany him to the ships, to 
make sure of his safe arri val, but no orders were conveyed to me by the party 
from Captain Penny. At half-past ten, we started, and got safely across 
some cracks in the ice to the westward of Cape Hotham. The floe was 
hard and smooth, for the soft snow had melted away from its surface, 
which had a blue appearance. Our pace was quick and light ; and at five 
o'clock we arrived at the ships, and welcomed ourselves with three hearty 
cheers, to which there were few or none on board to respond. 

On our march £i'om Cape Hotham one of the men, Andrew Robertson, 
appeared to be suffering from severe pains in his legs, and great uneasiness 
and difficulty in making deep and protracted inspirations. He had 
suffered considerable reduction of muscular energy, and he appeared a 
little emaciated, but he was never behind his neighbours when his assistance 
was required; and the symptoms he complained of could well be attributed 
to wet and cold feet during the day, and damp clothes at night, in addition 
to long continued fatigue, which itself is an unexceptionable cause of 
similar symptoms under different and even less depressing circumstances. 

Preparations were entered upon, immediately on my arrival at the ships, 
to carry out the orders of Captain Penny. But I found two of my former 
party unable to proceed along with me immediately, in consequence of 
fatigue, and a depressed state of health, brought on by long exposure to 
wet and cold. They might have been able to accomplish the journey, but 
as there would be risks in taking them out again when the encampmenta 
might probabl.r be wetter than they were before, I thought it best to leal 
to the safest SIde. I had to request the assistance of Mr. Stuart for 
four days, and a~ail myself ~f the use of the dogs to take the provisiolli 
the ~ast f?rty mIles ?f. the dIstance to the N.E. point. The last step was 
one m whICh the opmlOn of Mr. Peterson coincided with an idea I bad, 
the dogs might be able to accomplish in two or three days what would 
occupy all our ava~lable force ten or twelve days, and expose them to the 
danger of encampmg on the wet fioe. Following this plan, the sledges 
we~e refitted.; and we would have started on Monday the 16th, the day 
whICh Captam Penny had appo!nted, but the weather proved unfavoura~le, 
therefore we had to put off untIl the following day when we left the ships 
at 9 P.M. with a fair wind. The dog sledge had 2001bs. out· there were 
sev~n do~s, two of wh!ch were lame; and John Lawson, fro~ experi~nce 
dnnng WInter and sprmg, took upon himself the responsibility of dnver. 
The other sledge had weights to the amount of upwards of 750 Ibs., an~ 
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there were five of us tp dr~g it al?ng. As we ;vere proceeding to the 
eas~ward, we met Mr. Goodslr and his party retu:'nmg to the ships, from 
which he had been absent forty-three days. They reported meeting and 
parting with Captain Penny a few days ago, within a short distance of 
the N.E. point. At 3 A.M. we arrived at the large bluff near C~pe June 18th, Weduesday. 

Hotham, when we overtook the dog sledge, and found Lawson lamentmg Stormy weather. Arrival at 

the loss of one of his best dogs, which had been killed by the sledo-e the first depot. 

running over it. The te~t was pitched on the beach at the foot of the bluff, 
and after breakfast, havmg transferred upwards of 601bs. from the large 
to the dog sledge, Lawson and I started with the latter, rounded Cape 
Hotham on the smooth floe outside the squeezed-up ice, (for travelling 
along the beach was quite impracticable,) crossed Barlow Inlet, and reached 
the first depot at half-past seven A.M., where we remained under the shelter 
of a steep rock,-protected from the violence of the storm, snow and rain, 
by a portion of a torn-up black calico tent which we had taken from the June 19th, Thursday. 

ship for that purpose. We kept the dogs close around us, and although 
they were often disturbed by two or three ravens that kept croaking over 
us from the cliffs, we were not altogether uncomfortable. 

About midnight Mr. Stewart arrived with the other sledge; and after 
leaving provisions to make a depot, 350 lbs. were placed upon the dog 
sledge, in addition to other weights, which increased the weight of the 
whole to at least 4201bs. Lawson and I commenced our part of the 
journey at 6 A.~I., while Mr. Stuart having accomplished his part was to ~Ic. Stuart's return to the 

start for the ships in the afternoon. We struck through the grounded ice shlps. 

immediately to the northward of the depot, and proceeded up the channel 
on the smooth but wet floe. The dogs did very well when one of us went 
on before them, but nothing without this way 'of leading them, for 11"C had 
found it quite impossible to drive them. 'Ve opened out Point Separation Wet state of the floo damaging 

with great difficulty, among deep snow and pools, in which the cover of the the provisions. 

sledge was many times more than half immersed ; and thinking the floc might 
be found more suitable at it greater distance from the land, we kept going 
off and north, until Point Peterson bore about "T. 30° north, at it distance 
of not less than five miles, when the accumulation of soft snow among the 
hummocks, and great depth of water on the tloc, rendered further progress 
in that direction impossible, without certain risk of seriously damaging the Resolved to retnrn to the .hip. 

provisions. With painful reluctance I saw no alternative but return to the 
ships, after making a depot of the provisions, with tbe view of coming out 
with a more suitable sledge, and in sufficient time to reach the N. E. 
point before the 26th of June, which was the day appointed by Captain 
Penny I should be there. 

We proceeded down the channel, and in towards the land; and in two 
hours and a halfwe reached the high hummocks about a quarter of a mile 
to the eastward of that well known spot, " Marshall's Depot." The sledge 
was unpacked immediately, and one of the bread bags was found quite wet 
on its lower surface. Whie we were engaged carrying the 320 lbs. of 
provisions to the land through the hummocks the dogs lay very quietly, 
and had a rest of five hours. We made a seCUl'e depot at the cairn we had 
left but a week before, and proceeded down the channel to the first depot, 
which we reached about midnight, and where we halted, because the dogs 
were hardly able to proceed any further without resting. Next day we June 20th, Friday. 

arrived at Cape Hotham, where we were detained twenty-four hours by At Cape Hotharn. 

snow blindness, and arrived at the ships on the 21st, qnite disappointed that June 21st, Saturday. 

our attempts to carry out Captain Penny's orders had so far turned out a Arrival at the ships. 

failure. 
P. C. SUTHERLAND. 
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" Pas a pas on va bien loin." 

" PERSEVERANCE." 

Sledge Crew. 

John Gordon, A.B., exchanged for Mr. Reid, 22d April. 
George Thompson, A. B. 
Andrew Robertson, A. B. 
Alexander Smith, A.B. 
John Lawson, A.B. 
Donald Sutherland, sailmaker, exchanged for J. Lucas, 22d April. 

}Ir. James Reid, second mate, exchanged for Eddie, 28th May. 
George Thompson. 
Andrew Robertson. 
Alexander Smith. 
John Lawson. 
John Lucas, A.B., "Lady Franklin." 
John Eddie, carpenter's mate, in exchange for Mr. Reid, 28th May. 

Mr. J. Stuart, " Lady Franklin." 
John Lucas, ditto. 
John Eddie. 
John Lawson. 
Alexander Smith. 

p.e. S. 



( 341 ) 

REPORT of a JOURNEY under the Orders of Mr. GOODSIR, Surgeon. 

PROCEEDINGS of a Travelling Party from Her Majesty's Brigs" Lady Franklin" 
and" Sophia," from 17th to 26th April 1851. 

FIRST JOURNEY. 

Our preparations have for some days back been all completed. One or two 17th April 1851. 

experimental exercising trips have been made round the bay, and the sledges, 
fully laden and packed, been found to work very well. The men have been 
once or twice also exercised in striking and pitching the tcnts, an~l although 
we are all new to the work, yet everyone is full of confidence as to what we Wind. S.S.E., light 

will be able to do. Early this morning everyone was astir, and immediately ond c'ear. 

after breakfast the oflicers and crews of both ships were assembled on the Thc<m. +29°. 

quarter deck of the "Lady Franklin," where prayers were read by Captain 
Penny, as well as a few words of advice and encouragement given to us all. 

By 8 A.~I. we were all ready, and after three hearty cheers the final start was 
made. the crew of the" Felix" were present, and lent us a hand out of the bay. 
Our six sledges made rather an imposing procession, each with their flag and 
little streamer flying, and one and all seemed to be in great spirits. Unluckily 
for two days back there has been repeated heavy falls of soft snow, which is 
now lying three or four inches deep on the ice, this makes our dragging very 
heavy, but we hope the first northerly wind and frost will improve the state of 
our roads. The six sledges are respectively commanded by Mr. Stewart, 
myself, Mr. Marshall, Dr. Suthcrland, Mr. John Stuart, and James Reid, the 
second mate of the Sophia, each having six men of a crew. My own crew I think 
I am fortunate in, as they are all fine young fellows, only two of them being 
above thirty; Richard Kitson, captain of the hold, Alexander Bain, sail maker, 
Alexander Leiper, carpenter's mate, William Brands, A.B., George Findlay, A. B., 
and Walter Craig, A.B. Officers and men alike drag at the sledges, and I 
hope that by working well together we may be able to search a considerable 
extent of coast. God grant that we may do so successfully, as far as regards 
our main object. 

Captain Phillips, Dr. Porteous, and the crew of the Felix accompanied and 
assisted us over the hummocks at the mouth of the bay, and continued with us 
for a short distance along the smooth floe outside. They left us about ten 
o'clock, giving us three cheers which were heartily returned. Pushing to the 
eastward, we found the dragging very heavy through the deep soft snow, 
although the floe we were on was perfectly smooth and level. This was the 
ice formed in the month of March, m'Or the long lanes of water which were 
seen early in that month. Had it not been for these unfortunate ftlls of snow, 
for two or three days back, this \Yould have been an excellent road\\"uy for us. 
At 11.30. Sutherland's sledge got somewhat out of order, and a halt was called 
to put it to rights. Luncheon was taken at the same time, and \Ye found the 
gutta pereha water bottles most acceptable companions, for we were all enabled 
to fully quench our thirst, which at this time was great, both from the compara
tive heat of the weather and the hard work. Starting again, after a halt of about 
thirty minutes, we carried on until about 3.30 P.M., when the men beginning to 
sho:v evident symptoms of fatigue it was deemed advisable to .hal~ for the day. 
ThIS was not a very lanD' " spell" but the work was severe whIlst It lasted, and ht Encampment, . . I 1:>' fi . I I t 1 . . t 17th Ap,il 1851. It IS .scaree y prudent to push too hard at the rst start, partlCu ar y a;:lllg 1~1 0 E.S.E. 

conSIderation the comparatively inactive life that all of us have been leadlllg Ciear. 

~uring this winter. It will be two or three days, I expect, before :ve g~t fairly Thcrm.+S7". 

mto good working trim' we must consider ourselves, therefore, as 1ll trallllllg at 
this the commencement' of our labours. The tents were soon pitched, and the 
conjurors under weigh to prepare our tea. The hard day's work gave the cold 
pork and biscuit a relish that had been almost unknown for months back, and 
everyone was soon as much at home in the tent as if they had spent half a 
lifetime under canvass or duck. We certainly have had. a favourable com-
mencement to our travelling, for the evening was a bel1:utIful one,. and C.ape 
Hotham, apparently about seven miles off, stands out m ?old relIef agamst 
the clear blue sky beyond, making a beautiful scene as VIewed through our 
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tent door. Tired as we were, it was difficult for some time to ~? to sleep, 
ThErm. in tent +4#. principally, I dare say, fi'om the novelty to us all of our present posItIon. More 

comfortable we could scarcely be, for the snow under our floorcloths and 
blanket baITs formed a most invitinO' soft bed for us, and the thermometer over
head hanging' to the ridge r~pe ,~as standing at plus 45°. A few airs on !h~ 
flute from Richard, the captam of my slcdge, and the sound of an accordioa 
from a nciO'hbourinO' tent enlivened us before we finally ensconced ourselves in 

I:> 1:>' • fi 'h h our blanket bags, in which novel beddmg we spent our rst mg t on t e floe 
in the llIOSt sound and refreshing slumbers. 

Two ravens have becn the only animals seen during the day. 
Frida)" 18th April. ]<'ound that the thermometer in tent had fallen to plus 25° at 1 A.M. Roused 

In tent, +25°. the cook at 4 A.M.; had breakfast comfortably, but our conjuror is rather small 
Air, .,. 15°. to supply seven. Huts struck, sledges repacl~ed, and started at 8 A.M. Mo~

ing fine, though colder. Smart breezes occaSIOnally from .S.~.E. The snow 18 

still soft, and dragging consequcntly heavy. We are all wI~hmg for a no~therly 
wind and hard ii'ost to improve our roads. My sledge IS rather low III the 
runners, and when ,YC are crossing a snow wreath at all deep it drags very 
heavy. Better roads, however, I trust, in \Y ellington Channel. At 11 A.M., 

whilst crossing a ridge of hummocks, the after cross-bar of my sledge caught 
and was broken. This did not hinder us proceeding, however, at a good rate, 
as we had now got on a smooth bay floe, but on which the deep snow made 
dragging very heavy. Whilst halting for lunch at noon outside ~ range of 
very high and large hummocks off Dungeness, we heard the howlmg of the 
dogs inshore, and shortly afterwards perceived Captain Penny and Petersen on 
the top of the hummocks. We advanced to meet them, and they informed us, 
~~~~fu~~~~~~~~~~~ 
quencc of the depth of the snow, and that they had struck inshore shortly after 

WindS.E.,S.S.E.,and leaving the bay, where they had found a narrow ledge of icc comparatively free 
light. of snow. The dogs were behaving vcrv well; they had some difficulty in 
Therm. at nOOI1, + 27°.. h'd f I I J h fl h' h b h gettmg over ten ge 0 1Ulllmoc (s to t e oe on w IC we were, ut t ey 

2d Encampment, 
Parry's Bluff. 

Therm. 20Q in air. 
SOo to 33° in tent. 

Saturday, 19th April. 
Smart breeze, S. E. 
Therm. + 24°. 
Soft snow showers. 

Cape Hotham. 

soon managed to join and get ahead of us. They halted, and waited for us a 
few milcs further on, and at 3.15. we pitched tents for the night close under 
Parry's Bluffs, about five miles to the westward of Cape Hotham. It was now 
overcast and squally, and the thermometer was falling, so that we were all glad 
to get into our blanket bags for the night after the hard day's work. We had 
to-night the first case of snow blindness in one of our crew, Bain, the sail
maker. He complained of his eyes being very hot and uncomfortable during 
the latter part of the day's march, but the immediate application of the proper 
remedies on halting gave him relief. ,r e had a good many cases of this most 
painful affliction after this, but I shall in a separate sheet, to be appended to the 
end of this report, give an account of the very few ailings that we had during 
our travelling. 

It continued gloomy weather and squally during the night, and the ther· 
mometer fell to 20°. In the tent it ranged from 30° to 33°, and the snow being 
80ft ll:nd wet underneath us our floorcloth and bedding were rather damp in the 
mornmg. 

~00k8 called at 4 A.M., b:eakfast at 6, and were ready for a start by 7. 
Whilst breakfast was prepanng, the most practicable route through the hum
mocks had been searched for, and it was determined to strike inshore at once. 
We accordingly started in this direction at 7 and double manning each 
sledge, with considerable difficulty reached the beach. when we found a road 
free of hummocks but still covered with heavy wreaths of deep snow. It was 
8.10 A.M. before we got all the sledges ashore, although the distance was not 
m<,>re th~n a hundred yards. During the early part of the day it was quite 
thIck WIth heavy show.ers of soft snow, so that we were close under Cape 
Hot~am before we saw It. We rounded it close under the rocky point formed 
by Immense masses and blocks of stones which have fallen from the cliff 
~ehind. It strikes me that this lan~ slip ~ust have taken place si~ce Parry's 
tIme, for the cape seems t~ hav~ a dIfferent appearance now when VIewed from 
seaward, and. compared Wlt~ ~IS en~ra";ng of it. Many of the huge blocks, 
too, seem as I~recently preCIpitated mto their present position. 

Saturda)" 19th April, After passmg the ca.pe and opening out the channel we continued our 
~~P' 240 to ~'jo. course close under the cliffs. For some miles we had somewhat of an ascent, 

and as the snow was excessively deep and blown into deep wreaths, the work 
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was consequently very heavy. At 11 A.M. we halted for lunch for ten minutes. 
Started again, and carried on until 2 P.M., when "'e were all glad to see 
Captain Penny and Petersen a~out a. t.Uile ahead of us, where they had halted 
for us. .By 3. we reached theIr pO~ItIon and. camped for the night, all of us 
more fatIgued than we had yet felt SInce leavIng the. ships. One of my crew 
was ~mo~t completely knocked up, our sledge bemg excessively heavy in 
draggmg, In cons:quence of the lowness of the runners. Our camping place 
was about four mIles north of Cape Hotham. For about a mile north of Cape 
Hotham the limestone cliff descends sheer down to a narrow level beach but 
little above the level of the sea; beyond this, and as far as Barlow Inlet there is 
a steep bank of detritus, reaching fully two thirds up the face of the rocks. 
Along the whole distance between Cape Hotham and Barlow Inlet the shore is 
covered with immense blocks of ice, upheaved in chaotic confusion. It was g p.m. 

behyeen ~hes.e blocks and the steep bank that our tents. were pitched this night. South. 

WhIlst pItchIng, two ravens and a flock of snow buntmgs flew o\"er us to the ~~oomy. 0 

northward. We have come over about six miles this day, but as the sledges crm. +31. 

had frequently to be double manned the amount of labour was considerably 
increased. 

Cooks called at 4 A.M. of the 20th. Breakfast, and ready to start by 5. Su?da~, 20th ApliL 

Captain ~enny read prayers to all hands, and we started at 5.30. The t'~~e;:,te and clear. 

road contmued much the same as on the previous day, and dragging the 
sledges consequently very heavy. At 7.30. reached Barlow Inlet, on the 
smooth hard ice of which it was almost a relief to feel the sledges cominO" 
easily behind us, after the almost killing work of the last few days, at which, 
however, the men had scarcely ever grumbJed. We now struck right out of 
the inlet, in order to reach the smooth floe ontside. Captain Penny and 
Petersen with the dog sledges kept inshore. We had some difficulty in getting 
across a ridge or bar of heavy hummocks stretching across the mouth of the Barlow rnlet. 

inlet, but succeeded in reaching the smooth ice beyond, on which we pushed 
to the northward until 9 A.M., when we came to a stand, Petersen having here 
returned and reported to us that a very heavy barrier of hummocks was 
stretching in every direction ahead of us. This was for the time very an-
noying. Captain Penny and Mr. Stewart set off together to see if they could 
find a practicable route for us. In the meantime the men were ordered to put 
on their great coats, which I may here mention were always packed on the top 
of the sledge to be at hand for putting on the moment we halted at any time, 
and which we always found to be of the greatest comfort and advantage to the 
men. For not only were they useful at these halts, but in the night-time in 
the tents they formed a most acceptable addition to the blanket bags and wolf-
skins. During this halt we took lunch. Everyone suffered greatly from thirst, 
and water, being of course scarce, was equally valuable. At length Captain 
Penny and Mr. Stewart returned with the intelligence that they had found a 
practicable, though still very difficult, road through the hummocks. 

By tackling three crews to each sledge we managed to get over about two N. by w. 
thirds of a mile of hummocks; the sledges going through a very heavy sea, as Gloomy wea!~>c ... 
the men said. Two or three hands going ahead with the light pickaxes im- Therm. -I, . 

proved the road somewhat for us. The weather was at this time very thick and 
murky, and as in going through the hummocks it was imI?ossible for us to wear 
our veils, before all the sledges were over more than half a dozen were com-
plaining of their eyes. By 3 P.M. all the sledges had reached the little 
smooth patch of ice close into the land which had been fixe~ upon for our 
camping place. They were soon unpacked, and the tents pItched for the 
night. A cup of tea made us ready for our blanket bags, with t~e exception 
of those whose bloodshot hot and stinginoO" eyes made sleep unavaIlable. We N.W. st:?"g gale. , , . bl fi h Snow drill. 
were scarcely comfortable in the tents before It bepan. to ow st:ong ro~ t e Therm.-~0' ill tent. 

N.W., with heavy snow drift. The gale .increased I~ VIOlence dunng the ll1~ht, 
aud the thermometer hanging to the ndge rope I? my tent. fell t? -30 at 
11 P.M. Notwithstanding this, and the tent bemg of thm foreIgn duck, 
through which the wind blew sharply enough, all those who were not troubled 
with their eyes slept soundly enough. W ewere closely enough packed, and 
each helped to keep the other warm . 
. At 2 A.M. ~f Mo~day the 21.st, when ! a~oke~ I found th~ thermometer ~ad p~~~~'t~i3~~st .\I',,;~. 

nsen to -26 , and It rose as hIgh as 11 mulUS m the comse of the mormng. Strong gale'. 

~y left. eye was slightly affected with snow blindness, which made me restless, Snow drift. 
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Tl,crm.-26°,-14°, but O'ave me a O'ood idea of what pain those poor fellows must be suffering whC)" 
_11°. werebin a muchoworse state. Everyone was ast.ir .early and ready for a start, 

but not only did the state of the weather render It Imprudent to. stl~, but the 
number affected with snow blindness as well as others threatened wIth It, made a 
halt for the day almost imperative. Eve:y one there~ore ~et to t.o m~ke them_ 
selves as comfortable for the day as possIble, e?sc~nclllg hImself III 1~ls blanket 
bag and lighting his pipe. Those who ~ere IIIclmed for a further Il1dulgen!:e' 
in sleep did so, but the laugh and the Joke resoun1ed from tent ~o tent t~e 
greater part of the day. An attempt was .even mac.e to ~et up a httle musIc, 
but the performers on both flute and accordIOn soon found It was too cold work 
for the fingers. 

Tuesday, 22d April. It conti'llued to blow hard throuahout the night, but it lulled somewhat in the 
~'I::~~ breeze N. w. morning, and a start was determin~d on. W ~ started. a~ 10 A.M., leaving one 
Therm._17°,-200, tent standinO' with those afflicted with snow blIndness III It, and the other hands 
-Soo. who were l~nlikely to stand the long journey so well, intending to push on 

ahead a few miles, make a depot, and send baek two sledges. Pool' 
Mr. Stewart of the" Sophia" had to be led to-day whilst dragging his sledge, 
as his eyes have been very much tried for some days back, and he has suffered 
accordingly. The smooth floe on which we had tented for two nights back 
continued favourinO' us, and the hard frost we have had for the same time 
havillO' hardened the snow the dragging was comparatively easy for us. 
At n~on we were again obliged to strike inshore over the hummocks, 
which we managed with a little difficulty. On reaching the shore a 

1st Dcp,," ledge of perfectly hard smooth ice, running inside the hummocks, and 
'1'1'0"0.-25".-30°. between 50 and 100 feet broad alonO' which we pushed quite cheerily after 
Intcnt-ll'~tu_160. 'b.. .' 

1T,·c:i,;l ·,Jay. 23J April. 
ThcrU1.-250 to ~;()L. 
In tt:;lt-18°,_:}:';:'. 
N.X.W. 

·Thcrn~._soo. 
Strong, X.X. \V. 

the almost killing roads we had experienced preVIOusly. About a mIle further 
on we came to the first appearance of a beach that we had seen since rounding 
Cape Hotham, and we halted here in order to form a depot of what remained of 
the lading of the three and six day sledges. Mr. John Stuart here left us, with 
orders to return to the ships without delay "'ith the two sledges, and we 
camped fiJI' the night, as the weather was again thrcatening. We scarcely made 
out four miles this day, although we have come over upwards of six. It is exceed
ingly annoying the slow progress we are making; but it is impossible to control 
the weather. The men, poor fellows, all work with the greatest goodwill and 
cheerfulness, each exerting himself more than his neighbour. My own crew is 
an excellent one. The thermometer during the day has ranged from -250 tt) 
- 30°. In the tent at night it stood fi'om -II ° to _16°. 

It was 9 A.~I. of the 23d before we could start. The thermometer-had 
stood as low as minus 22° in thc tent during the night. A very cold wind from 
N.?\". \IT. was. blO\ying in our faces during our march, if the slow progress we 
can make With our heavy sledges desern:s the name. The road come O\'er 
to·day was excessively slippery, and undulating in sharp ridO'es, so that it was 
almost impossihle to keep one's footing. This difficulty wasbincreased by most 
of us haying put on for the first time our canvass boots the smooth soles of 
which. ha~ no hold of the hard fi'ozen snow. We were all, 'therefore, constantly 
expcl'1encmg awkward tumbles. The same reason made it excecdingly difficult 
to keep up a constant drag up the sledge; in fact the whole day's work was a. 
succession of "staJ~diJ1g pulls.". Th~ thermometer during the greater part of 
the day stood at mll1US 3?0! whlch~ WIth the smart breeze blowing, exposed o~r 
faces to constant fi'ost-bltmg, "'hIlst the rest of our bodies were bathed III 

perspirati?n. Whilst using my bare hands to thaw my own face and those of 
the men, It was alII could .do to keep my hands from being nipt. Altoget~er 
the march was a very trymg one for everyone. At 3 P.M. we were crossmg 
the outlet of. a large ravine, out of which seemed to issue a. large ri\Ter, the 
course of whICh could be tracked through the banks. It was 3.30 before we 
reached the northern banks, w~en it was found absolutely necessary to encamp, 
as the men were all m~ch fatIg~ed and knocked up with the excessive cold. 
It had been arrang~d With Captam Penny in the morning, when he left us, that 
we shonld ~ol!ow hl~ up, ~nd he was to halt at the first convenient camping 
plac:. ThIS It was Impos~lble to do. After the tents were pitched, Mr. Stewart 
wal~ed on ahead, to see If he could overtake Captain Penny. On his return 
he mformed me that he had found the captain's party about a couple -of miles 
ahe~d of our camp, a?d that they were not astonished at our being unable to 
make out a greater dIstance. Also, that we were to start early in the morning; 
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push on until we came to a favourable spot, when his party was to strike across Strong. N.N.W. 

chann~l to the ,eastwar~, l~aving ours to follow up the west coast. It seems i:~::::·=~~~.-260. 
Captam Pen~y s tent IS pltch~d exac~ly below our beacon and signal port of 
last year, whIch they have agalll examllled, and found to have been untouched 
since we erected it. After this, therefore, it will be all new ground for us and 
of course, all the more interesting. ' , 

The morning of the 24th was very squally, and we were late of rousino
out in consequence. At 6 A.~r., whilst they were preparing brcakfas~ 
Mr. Stewart and I walked a short way up the valley, which has a different 
appearance from any of the ravines we have hitherto seen in Cornwallis Island. 
Inside of the talus thro~gh w~lich the stream m~kes its way in a deep winding 
narrow c~annel, the cliffs ~nse abruptly on eIther side, forming very bold 
features In. the ~~ene. Behllld them .the valley opens out into a pretty large 
area, the hIlls l'lSlllS' gently on each SIde. It was 9 A.~I. before all was ready 
for ~ start. . By a lIttle past IO we came up to Captain Penny's tent, and, after 
haltlllg a mlllute or two, pushed on. It came on to blow stron o' aO'ain as we 

Thur"lday, 24th April. 
"X. ,r., squally. 
Therm._260 , _280. 
In tent-HO, _190 • 

proceeded, and everyone suffered much from the cold. to '" 

At 3 P.M. we came to a point round which the snow-drift was driving with ~d D'I':'!. 

great \"iolence, so that we w~re ob~iged reluctantly again to pitch our Ltcnts; ~~I:~,~~.~2S0. 
but there was no help for It, seemg the state of the weather, and the ther-
mometer standing a~ the time a~ minus 22°. Captain Penny and Petersen 
overtook us by the tIme we had pItched the tents, and he at once concurred ill 
the necessity there was for halting at the time we did. He himself went all a 
little further with Petersen, taking advantage of a slight lull, to sce the nnture 
of the coast round the point. About 4 P.'l., after he returned, he sent for us 
all to his tent, Mr. Stewart, Sutherland, Marshall, and myself, and informed llS 

that he had come to the determination, from the unpromising state of the 
weather, and from Petersen's advice, to return in the meantime to the ships, 
after making a depot of all the provisions we had here. Some of us did not 
like the idea of turning back at all at first; but a little consiueration soon con-
vinced everyone that the measure was a wise onc. \Ve could look for nothing 
but unfavourable weather during the beginning of May, and getting on so 
slowly as we were doing was but consuming provisions. The risk of the men 
suffering £i'om the exposure was besides great, and the scason was yet early. 
There were also many little things that the few days experience we had gained 
had opened our eyes to, which might be rcmedied before we started again. 
There was, therefore, not a dissentient voice to the proposition; and after giving 
the necessary orders and resting for a short time, the captain and Petersen set ofr 
on their return to the ships; the poor dogs evidently knowing that their heads 
were turned homewards. The thermometer stood at minus 22° during the 
night, and in the tent about minus 9°. 

At 4 A.M. on Friday the 25th all hands were called, and whilst the cooks F,i".)". 2.5th April. 

were preparing breakfast, we set to to make a cache of all the provisions, &c cd Dc!'ut. 

we had with us, with the exception of the tents and bedding, &c. After every 
thing had been securely buried in the gravel, and the two sledges turned oycr 
on the top, we had breakfast, and started with the remain!n.g two !aden with 
the four tents, bedding, clothes, &c. and four days proVISIOns, WIth double 
crews of course. 'We set off at a good round pace, which we kept up steadily, Return. 

with the exception of a few minutes halt at the first depot, until w~ reachcd 
Barlow Inlet, which we did in six hours. \r e here halted for v. few mlllutes for 
lunch; but only for a few minutes, as a bitter blast was blowing out of the 
inlet. Everyone was thirsty, and water was scarce, although we bad manag.ed 
to keep a lamp going to melt snow, as we ?ould sp~rc a hand to look after It; 
a~d I noticed more than one poor fellow 111 any~hlll~ but a good humour ~t 
hlIDselffor losing his allowance of water, by leavlll.g 1~ for a second or. two 111 

his pannikin whilst hastily eating his pork and bls?Ult. Started agam, a~d 
pushed on round Cape Hotham until we were ~wo l~lllc~ to the westwar~ o~ It. 
We had intended to reach the Assistance depot tlus mght; but by thIS time 
the people were so done up that a halt had to be called, and the tents pitched 
for the night. This was a long and very rapid march, and must be very nearly 
30 miles at least. I noticed last night that the dogs s~emed to know 
that they were returning to more comfortable quarters. I tlunk we ourselves 
to-day seem to have been equally well aware that we were homeward bound. 
The whole day's journey was on the ice inside the hummocks, between them 
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and the beach. The day on the whole has been a pleasant one; a col~ wind 
£i'om N.N.W. in squalls, but enlivened by a str~ng sun~ .who occasionally 
afforded us heat sufficient to contrast strongly Wlt~ a bltmg cold we have 
experienced for a week back. The thermomet~r durmg. the day _has ranged 
from minm 8 to - 12. We had in the tent durmg the mght plus OJ, , 

At 7 A.~I. we started, and, after crossing the hummocks at Parry s Bluffs, 
gained the smooth floe on which we had travelled on the 17th and 18th, but 
now hard and clear of snow, when we set off at the same pace a~ yesterday, and 
we were not long of leaving Cape Hotham and pungeness ~ehmd us. About 
11 A.III. we were met by one of Sir John R?ss s men, who mformed us.of the 
safe arrival of the fatigue party, and of Captam Penny. We entered ASSistance 
Harbour about half past 12, and by 1 were a~ain on. board. the " Lady 
Franklin" after a ten days absence without a smgle mishap mdeed ,1 may 
say ever; one, thank God, improved in health. To conclude our first Journey 
we had a kind and hearty welcome home. 

SECOND JOURNEY. 

Three sledges, with five cre,Ys, left the ships at 7.10 P.M. We were escorted 
for a few miles by some of Sir John Ross's crew, who bade us fare~ell about 
9 P.III. On this occasion we kept close inshore Wit~l the sled,ges m~tead of 
pushing out to the floe beyond the hummocks. ThIs made httle dIfference 
to us, as our sledges were double manned. The evening was clear and pleasant, 
thouO'h cold, the thermometer + 4°. We made a quick march to the eastward, 
and halted at 4 ..1..:\1. of the 7th, under Parry's South Bluff, close to the flagstafl" 
erected by the "Assistance" in the autumn of last year. The tents were 
pitched, and everyone comfortable in their blanket bags by.') A.M. We have 
come at a pace of fully two knots an hour, which will make the march eighteen 
miles, 

Cooks called at 4 P,M. All hands at 6. Breakfast, and started at 7. Rounded 
" Ragged Point" at t\ or a little after it. Road rather heavy, but pushed on 
well until 11, when a short halt was made to lunch; and also to try if a shot 
could be obtained at a bear which was prowling amongst the hummocks, but 
it mlS soon found that it was losing time to follow him. About midnight were 
crossing' the mouth of Barlow Inlet. Halted a short way to the northward to 
dine, and then carried on until we reached our first depot of the 22d ultimo. 
The route pursued this day was immediately nnder the cliffs the whole day. 
The sledges were not so difficult to drag as on our first journey, and we only 
occasionally met with deep snow to impede our progress. 

Besides the bear, a fox was seen to the south of Barlow Inlet, and two ravens 
at Cape Hotham. We reached the depot at 3 A.)/. which we found had been 
torn up by the bears and foxes. Luckily however not much damage had been 
done, although the bag of pork had been dragged on the ice and slightly ton;t 
They bad been gnawing at one corner of it, but fat pork did not seem to SUIt 
either bruin or reynard's taste. The latter part of this day's march was over 
a tolerably good road, but the weather was severe, and the blasts of snow frequent 
and heavy. 

Breakfast was over, and all hands called at 7 P.M., when the depot was 
re.-arranged with more care as to its protection from plunderers. Taking on 
WIth us the "dog pemmican" which had been left here on the 22d ultimo, 
,~'e started at 10 P.III., and still keeping the hard snow of the beach we con
tmued our course northward. We had a fair wind with us this day, and on 
}I r. J ohn St~art's .sledge they took ~dvantage of this by hoisting their floor
cl?th as a sml, which proved of conSIderable use, until an unfortunate squall 
IRld the sledge on her beam ends, much to the amusement of the crews of the 
others who had not been so adventurous in the use of their canvass. No 
damage however was done, and the rest of tbe march was performed without 
anything worthy of note happening, until our arrival at our second depot 
m~deon our ~ormer j.ourn~y, and. our furthest point reached on that occasion. 
~'l' found thiS depo~lt qUIte undIs,turbed, and were soon all snugly ensconced 
111 our tents, and bUSI~y en~aged With our tea, pork, and pemmican. At 2 p.M. 

Petersen dro~'e up With hiS dogs, and immediately afterwards Captain Penny 
reached us also. They had left the ships at 6 A.M. all well. They had been 
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thus eight hou~s on the journe,f, a~d allo,,:"ing t~at . their rate of travelling will 
average five miles an hour, which IS, I thmk, wlthm the mark this will make 
the distance of this point from our vessels in Assistance H~rbour between 
45 and 50 miles. Captain Penny pitched his tent besides ours and turned in 
whilst we took advantage of the fine clear afternoon to walk on ahead to 
examine the state of the roads and the coast to the northward. Mr. A. Stewart, 
John Stuart, and myself pursued the coast along for about five miles. About 
a mile beyond our camp we crossed the outlet of a large watercourse, which [ 
afterwards found issues from a small lake immediately behind the first or coast 
line of hills. The farthest point of land we reached at this time was one 
peculiarly marked and recognizable (since named by Captain Penny Point 
Petersen; see sketch). Another watercourse had its outlet here, and from 
the extreme point we could see that a deep and extensive bay lay before 
us, in the bottom of which were seen three or four bold and precipitous 
outlying points. The coast here begins to take a slight westerly trend. As 
this was the point fixed upon by Captain Penny for the eastern parties striking 
across the channel, one of our principal objects in this walk was to remark the 
best spot at which it would be advisable to do so. It was pleasant then to us 
all to see that a very short distance north of our camping place a good outlet 
through the hummocks, and a smooth floe to the eastward, or at least com
paratively smooth, as the hummocks were pretty widely scattered. Ou our 
return to the camp the sledges were all packed, and we were ready for a 
start by 8 P.M. The sledges were now found to be very heavily laden, and 
it was necessary in consequence of the deep snow to leave one behind, whilst 
with double crews we took the other on ahead. At half past nine we reached 
the second ravine, where the eastern parties were to leave us. They struck Saturday, lOth May. 

out through the hummocks to the floe of the channel at 10 P.~I. l\Ir. A. Stewart Port Separation. 

of the " Sophia," accompanied by Dr. Sutherland, and a fatigue sledge to 
examine the coast to the northward of Cape Grinell, and to follow it along' in 
whatever direction it may trend. Mr. John Stuart with one sledge to go to the 
south-eastward in order to re-examine Beechey Island and its neighbourhood, 
as well as the coast as far as Cape Hurd in order to make sure that no trace 
of the missing expedition could have been passed over last year. We parted 
with mutual good wishes, and soon lost sight of them amongst the hummocks, 
where however they seemed to be making good way before a steady breeze, all 
three sledges with their sails set. We ourselves were not so fortunate, for 
during the rest of this march we had desperately heavy work, as the Sll~}\V 
along the beach was soft and deep, and there was no practicable road outSide 
the hummocks. We soon found it absolutely necessary to have again recourse Cloudy & variable. 

to double manning the sledges, by leaving one behind and taking the other on Therm.-7° to +8°. 

ahead. This of course made it necessary to go over four fifths of this day's 
distance three times, so that at the time for halting, although we had only 
made good some six or seven miles, we had yet actually gone over 17 or 18 miles 
of ground. About a mile to the southward of Point Petersen, to ollr great 
relief, we came to a piece of hard smooth ice, along which the sledges glided 
with great ease. When we reached Point Petersen we found that Captain 
Penny had encamped here, and the bag of dog pemmican was taken oft' 
Mr. Marshall's sledge and left here. We carried on for some hours longer, 
but the good road we had been so rejoiced to fall upon did not last us long, 
and we were soon again at "standing pulls." At 4 A.'[. we tJicked out ~he 
best spot we could find at the inner edge of the hummo.cks for our tent~ng 
place, and pitched our tents on a soft bed of snow. Hitherto there havmg 
been five sledge crews, and on our former journey six, our enca~1pments have 
had a very cheerful and lifelike appearance, but now our two httle tents look 
solitary to our unaccustomed eyes. However the hard days work we had 
undergone made us all soon forgetful of such reflections, by the sound sleep 
enjoyed in our blanket bags. 

The day has throughout been cloudy, with light variable winds. The ther
mometer ranging from minus 7° to plus SO. 

I was up at 3 P.M. Called the cooks and prepared to start at 6. Walked Point Peter;;on. 

I b fi Cloudy, "arl.ble. 
-round the point with Marshall and found that a deep bay ay. e ore us, a Therm._7°to +8° . 

. smooth floe covering it outside, whilst the shores were co\'ered .wlth large and 
roug'h hummocks. We immediately saw that it would be adVisable to strIke 
off from the beach about 300 yards north of our tents, and steer a course across 
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to the bay. Captain Penny walked u~ to ?ur ~ents before we were ready to 
start, and I again walked round the pomt wIth hIm, when he agreed as to the 
propriety of strikin cr at once across the bay. We were under way by 6, and 
at 7 were overtak~n by the two dog sledges. Captail,l Penny and Pet~rsen 
arc now accompanied by the man who has had charge of the ~ogs all wmter, 
an active young fellow of the na~e of Thomson, who I hope WIll prove useful 
to them. They stopped for a mmute or two and bade us ~arewell.. We gave 
them three cheers and wished. them God speed on startmg agam. In less 
tlian an hour thcy were out of sight. They go at a great rate, b.ut I am 
doubtful as to their supply of food. I trust, however, that they WIll get a 
sufficient quantity to enable !,hem to. do a good spell of work. 

\Ve had tolerably good ICC durmg the whol~ march. Our sledges Wl're 
heavy, but the work was not so trying as any~hll1g w; have had for the few 
last, days. Occasionally we had to cross low ndges of hummocks, but on the 
whole we got on well; t.here was but little wind, and the thermometer was 
only "1° below zero at midnight. At the foot of the bay there appeared two 
or three bo,ld precipitous cliffs projecting a little. I had fixed upon the first 
of these as the probable extent of our day's journey, at least to get abreast 
of it; but at ~! ,UI. we were still a little short of it. We halted here at 4 A.M. 

under the shelter of some large hummocks, having been ten hours under way; 
take from this an hour for stoppaO'es, say ten miles of northing gained. 

C~t11ed the cooks at !j P.~I. St~uek tents and started at 8 p.~r. Light breeze 
fi'om N.N.\\'.; thermometer 6°. Crossed some heavier hummocks than any 
\IT had had ycsterday, but the floe upon the whole good, although the 
sledg-cs arc too heavily laden to make satisfactory progress. At our first depot 
I sh~ll leave every at:ticle that can bc possibly dOlle wit.hout. At 11 one of 
the mcn pointed out something on the top of a large hummock, which, on 
examining, I found to be a cleft stick, in which was inserted a slip of paper 
fi'om Captain Pcnny informing me that he had reached this spot in two how's 
aftcr ktwing us on Saturday night. \\' e have thus been exactly tll'e1i,c hours 
in doing what the dogs have gone over in two. But I think they had made 
a straighter course to this point than we have done. Petersen, I think, calcu
lates his dogs speed at eight miles an hour. Nothing worthy of note occurred 
during this journey, About midnight we passed the second headland; and 
about ~ A.~r. of the 12th could see the northern termination of the Bay (since 
named Cape Du Haven by Captain Penny) to be also bold and rocky, hut 
with an apparently low point running out from it. It still appears a consider
able distancc off, and I expect will prove another day's march for us ere we 
reach it. The latter part of our road was rather heavy and hummocky, and 
p;'ogress slow. Halted under the lee of a large hummock at 6 A.~r. when we 
tented. Ten hoUl:s under way,-say nine, after allowing for stoppages,----:and 
about a, many mIles made good. We have had pretty sharp head wmds 
during the journey; the thcrmometer _ 1 ° to + 4°. 

The dar was throughout dull, cloudy, and overcast with occasional squalls 
fi'0ll1 the N.~.W. The cooks were called at G, and we started at 9 P.M. 
'The 00c continued hummocky, and our progress was rather slow. The horizon 
occasiOnally cleared to the northward, and we more than once thOl]O'ht wc could 
see bnd stretching in every direction ahead of us, but very indistinctly. At 
4 .Ul. of ~he .1:3th we succeeded in getting within a mile of the point which 
h:ld been m Sight for two days back, upon which we found a broad range of 
11ltih 11l,t~llno~ks pr,essed up. At this tin;te it blew "ery strong round ,the 
pomt ;ntl,l tIlIck dnft, ~o that I thought It prudent to call a halt and pItch 
tent" y,lllCh was accordmgly done in a snug corner under the lee of some of 
the largest huml11ocks. W e h~ve been. se,'en hours under way, of wl~ich th.ere 
ha~ not becn lo~t more th~n fifteen 1l1111utes fi'om stoppages; say IlIne mIles 
gamed, as we ~re yet!1 Iml~ frol11 the point. After we had supper, and the 
mC11. wcre comfortable 111 then' bags, l\1arshall and I took advantage of a slight 
lttllm the weather to walk to the point. Whilst crossin'" the hummocks to 
rcach the shore I perceived that the dogs had been in pur~uit of a large bear. 
Before we halted we had also seen their footmarks from which I take it for 
gr~ntcd that Captain Pcnny and Peten;en must hav~ camped somewhere near 
tIllS, The tracks of bears were here ,'ery numerous, but we did not sec any. 
However we were happy to see these tracks, \yhich makes it probable that 
Peterscn may be able to procure a sufficient supply of food for his dO<7s which 

- 0 , 
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will do away with the only difficulty in their way. When we reached the point 
we could make out land to the N.W., apparently an island distinct from that 
we stand on, but our view was very indistinct. The continuation of this coast 
also seems now to take a more westerly trend. A low outlying point appa
rently ten miles off, ~erminated om: view in this direction. We had s~arcely 
made out these partIculars before It came on to blow with greater fury than 
ever from the N.W., so that we were fairly obliged to beat a retreat and make 
the best of our way back to the tents, which we reached cold and tired 
enough. It continued blowing hard, with thick drift, during the whole day Therm._GO 10+3° 
and the thermometer did not rise above plus 3°. ' 

At the usual time for starting found that the weather still continued too 
inclement to risk stirring in advance. The cooks prepared breakfast, after 
which everyone composed themsclves to sleep again as comfortably as possible. 
The e~rIy pa!t of t~e 14th, therefore, was sp~nt in for~ed inactivity. The Wedne<day, 14th May. 

people s appetItes remmded them at 7 A.M. that It was theIr usual supper time, St~rm .tayed at N.E. 

and the pemmican did not seem to have decreased the less on this occasion from ~\~:, thick drift. 
the last twelve hours haying been spent in the blanket bag instead of draO'O'infr Therm.+SO-8°. 
the sledges. About midday it was a little quieter and calmer to walk o~t t~ 
see if I could discover Captain Penny's camping place in the neiO'hbonrhood. 
This I did not succeed in doing; but I had thc satisfaction of findine: that onr x. E. point. 
next march would be on smooth icc, immediatel.y outside the humnlocks, and I\.W., ,quallr· 

Therm. + 5° to + go. 
that these constant obstacles in our way were quite narrow at the most project-
ing part of the point, which would make it an easy matter to cross in to the 
gravel here in order to make our first dept>t, which I intend to do before going 
further. The weather gradually improved after mid-day, and we prepared to 
make an early start. The sledges were packed, and we were in motion by 
4 P.M. At 5.30 '\\e reached the point, whcn we halted, unpacked both sledges, 
and deposited upon one everything \ve intended to leave here; this we with 
some little difficulty hauled over the hnmmocks, and about a hundred yanis 
up the bank. It was a work of some labour excavating e\'en a shallow hole 
in the gravel sufficiently large for our purpose. In this we deposited 701bs. of' 
bread, 6:3Ibs. of pork, and two cases of pemmican. I besides left here ever'y 
article that could possibly be done without, fiJl' too many things I now found 
were in both sledges. The whole \\'as securely covered O\'er with a mound of 
the limestone gravel, leaving of course a despatch paper as usual, enclosed in a 
gutta perch a envelope. It was 8 1'.~I. before we had the sledges repacked and Depot at X.E. point. 
stowed, when we immediately set off to the low point seen to the westward. :oI,:-I.w., light breeze. 
Shortly after we started the opcning- of a large wide valley or watercourse was 
seen in the bottom of the bight to the westward of N.E. point. I trusted 
to getting this examined on 0lIt' return. The ice we passed oyer this .iourne'y 
was very fair; a few traverses had to be made for the hUllllllocks, but our 
progress was rapid, and at midnight we were even half way between the points. 
At 2.30 A.M. of the 1.5th we fcllup0n the track of the dog sledges; following 
them np we arrived at the point at ·1 A.M. where we found they had camped, as 
also a note fi'om Captain Penny on the top of a high hummock, in which he 
informed me, that in consequence of the appearance of land to the northward 
he had determined to strike off' in that direction. In this note he repeated his 
instructions that this party should follow up this coast, examine it thoroughl'y 

Thursday, 15th ~fay. 
l'oint Decision. 
Therm. + 3) to + 7~. 
:\.:\.\\'. 

for traces of' the missino' expedition, and to push on as far as our means and 
the people's strength wO~lld with prudence .allow. '~his last spell of work ?as ~~~~:v.' smart br .... , 
extended over twelve hours, which, deductlllg fiJUr for stoppages an.cl the .tJllle Therm. +3° to + 11°. 

expended in making the depbt, lea\'~s cight for. thc march, say tcn nules gamed. 
Ascendmf'r to the hio'h ground behmd the pOInt, wc could sec that the coast 
llOW runs "'almost du~ west. It is changed in appearance al~o; ~here arc now 
no bold rocky headlands in sight such as wc )lave been passmg for some days 
back. Low outlying points ha\'c taken tl;ell' place, and betw~en them ~he 
coast Tises in a gradual slopc to a range of low round topped l~llls.. Lookmg' 
to thc northward the nearest land can now be made out to be WIth lIttle doubt 
an island, but we cannot be certain as yet. There is also land to the norLh-
~ard o~ this, but apparently a great distance off'. The ea~t end of the I?-ea~'est 
Island IS N.W. from this point of view. Thc northern honzon was at tIllS tllne 
overclouded so that our view in that direction was not the best to havc been 
desired. 
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Light airs. N.W At 5 P.M. called the cooks. Ready to start at 8.30; left a note for Captaia 
Therm. + 15° + 23°. Penny with the usual despatch paper in a c.airn. Reached the outside of the 

show ridge of hummocks at 9. The evenmg was cloudy and overcast, bllt 
the thermometer did not fall below plus 10°. We had very good smooth ice 
for some time, though the prospect ahead to the westward pres~nted nothing 
but an uninterrupted wilderness of high hummocks. After passIng: over two 
or three ridges, however, we gained a n~rrow lane of very. smooth Ice, having 
on each side of it high ridges, along whICh we pushed rapIdly for some hours. 
A ptarmigan, the first we have seen this seas~m,.tlew close past ~s at t~is time 
and alio'hted on the shore. A little before mIdmght the smooth Ice which had 
been fa~ouring us during the previous part of the journey was lost, the ridges 
here joining one another. 

We had here an hour's hard work, with the sledges d?uble-banked, in getting Friday, 16th May. 
Light airs, N.W. clear of the hummocks, in doing which we had to stnke more to the north. 

ward, after which we came upon some of last year's floe ice, easily recognizable 
but apparently not of &,reat exten.t, [or during .the next two ~ours w~ passed 
over various separate pIeces. ThIS IS the first Ice of last year s formatIon that 
we have yet seen, for since the 10th all the ice we have passed over has more 
the appearance of that which was formed outside Assistance Harbour in the 
middle of March than even ice formed in the autumn of 1850. At 3 A.M. we 
halted for ten minutes to lunch, when from the top of a high hummock I was 
glad to see a considerable extent of smooth ice stretching away to the west· 
ward, and from which we were only separated by a few ridges of comparatively 
low hummocks. Encouraged by this prospect we were not long of reaching 

XX.W., light airs. this smooth floe, and pushing on with increased speed. The nearest point of 
Therm. + 10°. d . I 1 land had immensely high hummocks pile up upon It. t was apparent y not 

more than four miles off, and I determined to push on and reach it before 
halting, but the longer we advanced the further off did it seem to be. At 
6 A.:\1. we halted for a minute or two to breathe, but again started for another 
" spell," determined, if possible, to make out the wished·for point; but at half 
past seven it was still a considerable distance from us; and the sight of a pile 
of hummocks affording good shelter, with a soft bed of snow surrounding them, 
tempted us to halt and pitch our tents for the day, which was now clear with 
bright sunshine, wind from N.W., sharp, but thermometer + 10°. We have 
been thus ten hours and a half under way, say nine hours, allowing for stop
pages; and as the greater part of the time we have been coming at a quick 
rate, I should say that ten miles is not above the mark. 

We were all comfortable in our bags, and the cooks were just finishing 
their duties this morning, when one of them reported a bear close to the tent. 

N. W., light ai". We were not long of being ready for his reception' but too much noise being 
Therm. + 10° to + 23°. db' t kId d ff b ., 'ld h h' 

Light airs, ~. 'V. 

rna e, rUIn 00' a arm, an rna e 0 elore we cou get a s ot at 1m. 
The cooks were called before 7 P.M., and we were ready to start at 9. 

The evening was pleasant, and the ice favourable. All the people in good 
health and spi~its, so .that we progressed to the westward rapidly for two ho~rs. 
The shores stIll havmg the same appearance they have had since passIDg 
N.E. Cape on the 14th; viz., low round topped hills sloping gradually to the 
beach. At. 11 P.M. an animal was seen moving slowly about on the sloping 
~hore. ThIS w~s at first .taken for a bear; but on directing my glass towards 
It I found that It was a remdeer. As it was but a short distance off I thought 
it worth while to endeavour to have a shot at it. Whilst the sledges proceeded 
ther~fore I ~ent on shore, ~ccompanied by Leiper from Marshall's crew, and 
makmg a shght detour, gamed the shelter of a watercourse from which we 
expected to ge! within shot. Something alarmed him, howev~r, (probably the 
sledges on the Ice,) and he cantered off over the hills. Before he disappeared 
I saw ~hat he .was a fine large buck, with immense antlers. I advanced a 
short. dIstance mshore, and found that in ·the hollows vegetation was somewhat 
plent~ful, though scarcely yet showing any signs of spring. The tracks of rein· 
deer m these hollows, where they had been scraping amongst the snow for the 
moss, were very numerons. The interior, as seen from the highest point I 
reached, seemed to be a undulating country of no great elevation, with here 
and there a round topped hill. The limestone gravel still prevails hereybut 
~he appearance o~ the country is not quite so desolate as we have hitherto had 
It, and the plentIful traces of game gave rise to more hopeful anticipatioDl 
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with regard to the fate of .t~ose we search for tha!l we have had for some days 
back. .1 had scarcely reJomed the sle~ges, whIch I had some difficulty in Saturday, 17th May. 

overtakmg, when a she bear, accompamed by two cubs, were seen making .ur. w. 
right towards us. Before they were within shot the watchful mother became 
suspi~i?us, and ma~e o!f. The cubs excited ~y curiosity stopped to look at 
us, nsmg on theIr hmd legs, and gambollmg about with great agility. 
Expecting in consequence to get within shot, we followed them a short 
dist~nce, but the moth~r always too.k care, when they loitered too long behind, 
to gIVe th~m most. unmIstakeable hmts t?at they were in dangerous company, 
and that It was time to be off. We dId not waste much time therefore in 
following them; as it was, we only did for the sake of the fuel which their 
carcasses might afford in the shape of fat. To make up for the time lost on 
these two occasions we pushed on with greater speed for some time, which the 
state of the ice luckily allowed, although rough. There was scarcely a hummock 
high·enough to stop us for a minute in our way during the rest of this day's 
journey. The early part of the 17th was bright sunshine and clear; the 
lowest reading of the thermometer was + 6, but it rose rapidly as the morning 
wore on. At 2 A.M. we passed a snow covered bluff, to the westward of 
which lay a small shallow bay. Another similar bluff was passed, and a 
second bay or small harbour opened out, on the east side of which we pitched 
our tents at 7 A.M. We have thus been ten hours marching; deduct two 
for stoppages, will leave eight hours actually in motion. After the tents were 
pitched, I walked across the bay, accompanied by Mr. Marshall and Richard 
Kitson, and ascended the hill or high ground which forms its western side. 
This I calculated to be between four to five hundred feet high. The nearest 
land to the northward was now distinctly seen to be an island, apparently from 
15 to 20 miles off. Beyond t.his, but at a much greater distance to the north-
ward, land could be seen, running as far to the eastward as we could sec, 
bnt abruptly lost to sight, almost abreast of liS to the northward. There was, 
I think, a considerable amount of refraction at the time, which, perhaps, gave it 
the high and curiously peaked appearance, so different fi'om that of the coast 
we then stood on. What astonished us most at this time, however, was the 
almost unmistakeable appearance of a water sky to the northward of the east 
end of the island. To Mr. Marshall's eye it had all the appearance of a water 
sky, and although it afterwards proved to have been actually so, yet at the 
time we were inclined to think that this peculiar appearance must have been 
caused in some other way. 

The coast we are ourselves folIowing along seems now to run almost due 
west; the furthest point we can see being a high bold headland apparently 
from 30 to 40 miles off. On examining the ice for our future progress we 
were delighted to see that we would have a smooth floe, almost unbroken by a 
single hummock. It had a peculiar appearance altogether, the ice to the 
westward of this being more like a recently formed bay floe than anything 
else. All our previously formed ideas of the state of the ice to the northward 
of the Parry group have proved to be completely mistaken; for instead of the 
immensely heavy ice that we had anticipated it proves to be the very reverse. 
Indeed, except along the shores and accros the mouths of the bays, we have as 
yet seen little or no heavy ice. In these places, to be sure, where there has 
been severe pressure, very heavy blocks are seen, but not h~avier than those to 
be seen in Barrow's Straits. I was disappointed here in not belllg able to construct 
a cairn of any size, as I have more than once been before. The whole of the 
summit of the height on which we now stood was composed of limeRtone 
gravel, not a single piece of which exceede~ t?e size of a shi1li~g, a~d to even 
shovel up a pile of these was a matter of dIfficulty, from theIr belllg firmly 
compacted into a solid mass by the frost. In returning to the tent we struck 
at once outside the hummocks, and walked back on the smooth ice, which we 
were glad to find as level and free of hummocks as we had judged it to be 
from the top of the hill. During the afternoon it became cloudy and over- w.s.w. Therm. + 5'. 

cast, ~nd at 8 P.~., by which time we had ,brea~fast.ed, and ~ere read.r to 
start, It was blowlllg a sharp breeze from '" .S. \V., WIth occas~onall'y a lIttle 
·drift. Thermometer + 5. Until midnight we progressed rapIdly along. the 
level floe seen in the morning. This seemed to exte~ld from the ~hore ndge 
of hummocks to about three miles off, between whIch and the Island long 
.ridges of hummocks running east and west were seen, but of small size. A 
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good many seals were seen lying at their holes, but were too wary to be 
reached within shot. At one of these holes a large bear was on the watch j be 
allowed Leiper and I to home close to hi~ befor~ moving, but n?t within s.bot. 
The ice at this hole was not three feet thIck. Shortly after tJus a ~tanDigan 
alio'hted on the ice a short distance ahead of my sledge, whICh LeIper shot, 
being the first game of any kind we had as yet proc~red. The weather had 
now become quite thick and foO'Cl'Y, and every object loomed large, and 
seemed to be in motion in the misty atmosphere. Two larg:e dark objects in 
particular, which were advancing rapidly. to",:a1'.ds us! w~ at ~rst took ~o be the 
doll' sledges which miO'ht have taken a Clrclllt III thIS dU'ectJon on theIr return. 

" , " d . d d ul . It was some time before we were un ecelVe ,an everyone was spec atlDg 
on the chances of their haying gained intelligence, when the closer approach of 
the objects made us aware that they were bears. Three others were seen at tbe 
same time, so that five were in sight at once. One of the nearest seemed to 
be rather suspicious of our intentions, and sheared off, but the other and 
largest kept steadily on, and passed within two hundred. yards of us. Mean· 
while Richard, the Captain of my sledge, had walked qUIetly out towards him, 
and, when within forty yards, gave him a well-directed rifle bullet, which made 
him throw a very active somerset, and measure his length on the ice. Althougb 
severely wounded, and losing much blood, he was almost instantly up and 
moving off pretty smartly; so that I had to follow some distance before I 

w.s.w.: squally, ~~ift. could O'et a steady aim. He could not have O'one much further, however, and 
A.M. Therm. + , ". . £' 11 fi "M h II fi . h d h' I +8'. the two addItIOnal balls, 10 owed by one rom aI'S a, 11IS elm. twas 

now past 3 A.M. of the 1 Nth, blowing strong ,,,ith thick drift, so that it was 
advisable, if not indeed quite necessary, to encamp at once. We had only 
been seven hours under way, one of which at least had been lost. The ice we 
had corne over was favourable, and it is within the mark to say that six miles 
of westing was gained on this march. The sledges were therefore hauled at 
once under the lee of the nearest hummocks, and the tents pitched, not, 
however, before more than one had got wet feet by slipping into cracks througb 
the soft snow. Taking the track belts from the sledges, we then hauled in the 
carcass of the bear to the neighbourhood of the tents, intending to bury the 
flesh for the dogs should they come this way. Whilst bringing it in we fell 
upon a small hole of water, about a couple of yards square, when the ice at 
the edges was extremely rotten, and scarcely eighteen inches thick. A strong 
current was here running to the eastward. The bear was skinned, and all his 
fat carefully preserved for fuel, which ,,,e were already beginning to get anxious 
about. We were fortunate enough besides to find in his maw the blubber of a 
seal, newly killed and devoured, so that he altoO'ether yielded us between 
twenty and thirty pounds of fat. It continued to blo~v hard round the land ahead 
of u~, wit~ occasional thick clouds of' odrift during the day. The highest 
readmg of the thermometer was + 15. We turned out between 3 and 
4 P.M., quartered the carcass, and. buried it in snow, as we thought securely, 
but as we afterwards found anythmg but so. Twice durinO' the halt we had 
been arouse.d by the .loud croaking of ravens, who had alre~dy been attracted 
by the camo? Whlls~ the. men were cntting up the carcass they found a 
large abscess 111 the grom, wl1lch I examined carefully, thinking that it might 
have been caused by an old gunshot wound but there was no evidence to 
prove this. ' 

Calm, overcast. On the highest outside hummock I left a black bottle in which was a note 
IJ.!'.I.+ 15° to + 2So. d £' C . P , 

an pape~ lor apta111 enny, should he come this way. From the number of 
bears we had now seen, however, I hoped that he and Petersen would be able 
to supply themselves amply with food for their dogs. At 7 P.M. we again 
started on our course to the westward. The eveninrr was dull and overcast, 
but the thermometer had risen to plus 23°. As we advanced the ice evidently 
became. weaker and weaker, and ;vhe.rever a slight inequality or hummo.ck 
on the Ice h~d collected the snowdnft It was soft, sludgy, and quite wet, 'I'I1th 
a str~mg salm~ taste. I have omitted to mention before that for some days 
p~'evlOus to thIS ~he cooks have had difficulty in procUling snow which would 
YIeld wa:er perfectly free of a brackish .taste. It was only' amongst t~e 
hummocks, where the snow. was collected III deep wreaths, that it was qUite 
fre~h. In .many J.llaces the Ice was apparently so weak as even to give rise to 

~roDd>y, 19th May. d f tIl 
A .. \I. ~. W., squall\'. ~n I ea.o msecun y. n many p ace~ there were short irregular rents or holes 
'I'IleCUl.H". • m the Ice, where the sledges were I'm sed, and sometimes slightly overlapped. 
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Some caution was req~ired i,n approaching these places, where a very strong 
current was s~en runmng s~I!1 to the eastward, The water seemed muddy 
an~ o~ a gre):'lsh colour, wltn ap the appearance of a strong deep current 
whIch IS runmng through a confined channel. This was not more than two 
hun,dred ):'ards from the shore, the whole leng,th of which we have come along 
durmg thIS ma,rc~ was steep slopes covered With deep snow banks, The tops 
of these, and similar snow banks whenever they occur, are formed by the drift 
into overha~ging eves as it were, and gracefully eurling inwards have the 
appearance III many cases of fine scroll work, Shortly after midnight we were 
opening out a fine bay, the eastern headland of which prcsented a feature 
entirely new to us; yizt. a solid cliff of ice. Where the snow banks terminated 
this ice appeared stretching from 80 to 100 yards to the westward. This ice 
had an almost perpendicular face to the northward, was distinctly stratified 
and of a dirty greenish colour. The strata running from east to west, and 
dipping towards the sea or to the northward, and ha\-ing an inclination from 
west to cast. Large blocks had fallen in different places, showing these 
features in this curious ice cliff, if one may use such an expression. Deter
mining to examine this more minutely on my return, we kept on our course to 
the westward. Beyond this ice were bold and pinnacled limestone cliffs, the 
first we had seen since passing N.E. Cape on the 1Sth. A more remarkable 
pinnacle than usual on the summit of this cliff was so like a cairn that I was 
not astonished at the men taking it for one, and bcing doubtful of its not being 
one, even after examining it with my glass, for they had bcen more than once 
before taking these appearances for cairns. 

Finding the bay, now that we had opened it up more fully, to be of some 
extent, I determined to walk round it, whilst the sledges proceeded on their 
course across it to the western point, I found some difficulty in crossing the 
hummocks to the shore, and sustained some awkward tumbles by plunging 
into the deep and soft snow drifts between these rugged masses. Bear tracks 
were to be seen in every direction, as well as numerous impressions of the 
footsteps of their usual companion the fox, the huge sign mnlllla[ of the one 
contrasting strongly with the tiny pad of the other. When I reached the 
beach I found it composed of the usual limestone shingle, with a considerable 
mixture of pieces of a coarse grained dark red sandstone. There was some 
extent oflow land in the bottom of this bay, ascending gradually to the south
wards in terraces similar to those so well marked in Assistance Bay. These 
,,-ere cut through by the course of what must be a very large stream during 
summer, about midway bdween the eastern and western headlands. 

The night had been all along gloomy and overcast, but the wcather was 
now (2 A.M., 19th,) assuming a more threatening appearance. Frequent snow 
showers with heavy gusts from the N.W. obsc~lred the prospect to the west
ward. I had lost sight of the sledges for some time; when last seen they were 
moving onwards almost abreast of me. 'When about three parts round the bay 
I turned to see how they werc getting on, and was not a little astonished to 
see that they had come to a halt. With the assistance of my glass I could see 
that three or four of the mcn were straggling about in different directions 
ahead of the sledges with tent poles and lances in their hands, and at the sa~e 
time was not a little startled to see that this stoppage was caused by the Ice 
being full of holes, water appearing in every direction iu small pools, the floe 
in fact being completely" honeycombed." From the way in ,which they were 
picking their steps too I could easily see that they were anythmg but confident 
in the trustworthiness of the ice. I immediately turned and made the best 
way I could over the hummocks tow~rds the ~Iedges. W~il~t doing s~ I 
passed two hummocks which I had preVIOusly noticed from their Immense size 
and peculiar form. They were fully thirty feet abo:,e the level of those 
surrounding them, and about fifteen feet square, standlI~g, close together, and 
forming a very marked feature in the view., The most bnlllant b~ue, colour of 
the more transparent parts of these huge ICC blocks added .to their picturesque 
appearance. These were near the outer edge of the ndgc of hummocks 
running across the mouth of the bay, and I had no! gone far from them w~en 
I narrowly missed a cold bath in a small hole whIch was m~rely covel:ed With 
soft sludge. As it was I O'ot wet feet. Rendered more cautious by thiS I was 
as quickly as possible pi~king my steps towards the sledges, leaping from 
hummock to hummock amongst a number of small pools of water, when I was 
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:111'1Ost thrown off my balance by II. loud ~lOise .and the suddel1 appear~, 
within a yard of my feet, of a hideous face wIth bnght eyes and long protrudiag 
tusks. the poor walruss seemed nea~ly as startled as I .was at o.ur. close 
proximity, for he at. once made .an unwelldy plunge out of sIght. Wlthm the 
next two or three mmutes I noticed three large seals at these holes and another 
walruss. I had not a little difficulty in reaching the sledges, and when I did 
so found that Marshall, Leiper, and some of the. others had. been quite un. 
successful in finding any practicable route over thIs deca:red Ice, though they 
had examined it in different directions, and had found It weaker the further 
from the shore or further northward they went. There was now therefore no 
other course open for us but to retrace our steps for some distance, and take 
the best road we could over the hummocks to the shore, where, although the 
snow was deep, yet I knew we could advance ~o the westward without .fear of 
any accident to our heavy sledge~. Indeed It was only now, on turnmg the 
sledo'es, that we became thoroughly aware of the very frail state of the ice 
that

tJ 
we had latterly been coming over. Had either of the sledges broken 

throun'h it mjo-ht have been productive of very awkward consequences. 
It ~ras no~ blowing very hard from the N. \r. with very thick snow, and 

before we had got more than a hundred yards over the hummocks we found it 
absolutely necessary to pitch the tents, two or three of the people complaining 
of their eye~, which had been much tried during the latter part of the man·h. 
The tents were pitched under the lee of a large hummock on a soft bed of dry 
snow at 2.:30 .UJ. the thermometer + go. 'Ve have been thus seven hours 
and a half under 'ray, of this say six actually advDncing, and as the ice has 
been fitVourable and very level, it is not overstating to say that we have gained 
eight miles of westing. We were all glad to get under cover, for the drift and 
wind were now so violent that it was with difficulty the cooks could manage to 
prepare our suppers. 

This unfavourable state ofthe weather continued throughout the day, and, if 
possible, become worse towards the e·vening. The thermometer rose to plus 13· 
at midday. At 6 P.~I. it was + lU, the wind and drift still as violent as ever. 
The cooks were called, and breakfilst prepared, but with little prospect of a 
speedy start. Those who could, composed themselyes to sleep again, and the 
never-failing tobacco pipe lent its consolation to the restless. 

The 20th commenced without the slightest amendment in the weather. 
The gale blows now fi'om W.S.W., the drift so thick that no object was visible 
two yards from the tent door. The land, though not one hundred yards off, 
was also of course quite invisible. The thermometer did not fall below + 10·, 
and in the forenoon was noted at + 16°. However carefully we closed and 
laced up the tent door, we found we could not altoo-ether exclude the almost 
impalpabl.e drift which was now coming down in sh~wers upon us with every 
&ust of wll1d from t?e roof of the tent, where it was hanging in thick festoons 
hke the cob~·ebs. 111 a flour mill. The usual time for starting again came 
round, but WIth httle abatement in the gale and drifting snow. Everyone 
·was thoroughly tired of" the bag," which was :now anything but comfortable, 
for £'om our long rest the heat of our bodies was beginning to have an effect 
upon the soft snow ?en~ath u~, and each was undergoing a very satisfactory 
course of hydrorat~y 111 hIS soakll1g blanket bag. This was only a source.of 
amusement and Joklllg" to the men however, for nothing seemed to come amIss 
to anyone of them, and the only regret was that from their wet state the "dun
nage" would be so increased in weio-ht for the next march. At midnight it 
had, if anything, moderated somewhat,\ut the thermometer had fallen to + 1°, 
and the land 'vas still invisible in consequence of the thick drift. The morning 
and forenoon therefore still found us close prisoners to the tent. At midday 
the t?ermometer had again risen to + 12°, the wind lulled at intervals, and 
oc~a~lOna~ly the east he~d o~ the bay could be seen peeping out above the 
dnft. TIl'ed of the long mactlon, and tempted by the more promisino- look of 
th.e weat~~r at 12.~O, I determined to walk to the land. Accompanied by 
Rlcha;d KItson I dId so, and although bitterly cold, yet we were fortunate 
enougn to haye two hours of tolerably clear weather. We made first for the 
eastern head. of the bay, on reaching the summit of which I was startled, 
although I mIght ha\"~ al~ost expe~ted !t, by the sight of long lanes and pools 
of open water stretchmg III every direction between us and the island to the 
northward. The whole ice in the straits before us apparently very weak and. 
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much broken up. I say I was startled, for the first consideration was the 
likelihood of Captain Penny and Petersen with the doD' sledo'es runnin(F the 
risk of being entangled or ~aught bchind this n,ow loose body of' ice. Ho~e\'er 
I felt confident that Captam Penny was more lIkely to perceive the state of the 
ice before us, and, ta~e the necessa~-y pn~eautions accordingly. 

I had thought It lIkely that I mIght here be able to make something out as 
to the nature of the curious icc clifI' noticed two days before, and onr which 
,,:e w~re now standing. But I found it i~possible ~o approach the edge in any 
dIrectIon, although I walked along a consIderable dIstance, from the treacherous 
naturc of the overhanging snow, which, as I have before noticed, projccts like 
the eyes of a house. I was satisfied, however, that the ice in no direction 
pr~jected above the level of the land on which we stood, or (J/'I.'J' it. 

Our view to the westward ,,'as entirely obscured as the drift snow was still 
blowing in thick clouds round the termination of the bay in that direction, and 
it was only at inten'als that we could ,ee far below us ollr little canvass home 
among the hummocks. To the northward, hOlyever, the air was so clear of 
drift, that we could make out the nearest shores of the island pretty distinctly, 
sufficiently to sec that in some places the water, if not at them, was close to 
them. 

'\re now turned inshore and walked for some distance in that direction. "'e 
crossed a hollow, in the bottom of which there was thc appearance of a slllall 
lake, but so deeply covered ,,·ith snow as to lca\'e it, shape, boundaries, and 
even the fact of its being a lake in doubt, had it not been for the outlet from 
it marking the course of a stream running towards the bay. Thi" hollow or 
yalley seemed to flm to the eastward and northward, and very likely joins the 
coast in that direction. Beyond this, to the southward, wc crossed a series of Storm <tayed. 

low nndulations, on which in variolls places we saw the remains of last year·s 
vegetation peeping' through the snow,-gras,.;es and mo,'. Here we fell upon 
nnmerous tracks of reiuueer, their droppings appearing very recent. In 
different places too I noticed traecs of ptarmigan. W c separated as far as was 
prudent, considering the unsettled state of the weather, in order to ha\'e a 
better chance of falling in with game, As we advanced to the ~outll\\'ard we 
fonnd the ground gradually rising, intersected in every direction with deep 
watercourses, all tending' towards the main one \yhich i""llC, from the bay we 
had left, and which must without doubt be a very large stream in the summer 
season. It was now getting' Ycry thick, and 1 WfiS apprehensivc that we had 
advanced as far as prudence would allow, when I saw Richard, who \1':1, some-
what in advance of me, making signs that he had secn "omething. In hastening 
to join him I narrowly missed being precipitated into a deep gully, from both 
banks being faced with steep walls of snow, the chasm between not being 
apparent to the eye until almost too late. On joining' him I found that he 
had seen a herd of deer, and been almost within shot of thelll, but that they 
had made off' to the south-east at a great rate. \\' c followed up quickly for 
some distance, the ground still continuing to rise, but our vision very limited 
from the thick state of the atmosphere, when I noticed that the drift was 
rapidly filling up and obscuring our own footprints behind us, so that it W<1, 

necessary at once to retreat. From this, our furthest, lye could only make out 
that hicrh land faced us in e\'erv direction to the soutlmanL That \Ve had not 
turned"too soon we were convi;lced of before we regaille!l the tents, for it was 
not only most bitterly cold, but the drift \Vas almost blinding, and it \\'as only 
by following the watcr('onr~es that \IT were enabled to grope our 11'<1.\' back to 
the bay. ,\Ve had sOllle difficulty in making our way O\Tr the hummocks fi'oll1 
the shore, but at last at .5.:30 P.~1. wc f()Und ourseh'cs at the tent-door, nearly 
blind and yel'\' much fatirTued. The weather was nOI\' nearly as b~Hl as before, 
and the tht'rr;lOllleter do:n to + () . I had been two or three times regretting 
that I had not taken the sJcdrTes on wme distance instead ofm<lking this march 
inland, but I think as it turn~ out it \YaS as well not. The lllen were saved 
the exposure, and the risk of incurring snow blindness with which I now found 
myself and companion threatened. 

About midnight it moderated and eleared up. ""c iltllllediatcly took adv~n- ThuI"j,y, ~~d ~b)'. 
tage of this and started, all of us very glad to leave our. now wet-enough laIrS. 
The tents were struck and sledges packed by II ~e\\' 1111l1utcs past twelvc .. It 
was absolutely necessary to take one sledge :~t a time over the hUll1moc~s WIth 
both crews. It was very difficult and tedIOUS work, the cracks bemg so 
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numerous and snow deep. In two hours we ~ad the sledges on the beach, 
along which we struck t~ thc westward, coas~mg l:ound the bay. ~c had 
scarcely made out three miles: however, l?efore It a~am began to blow Vl?lently 
from the westward, accompamed by a tluck. fall of hard sharp snow, whICh felt 
to our faces like so mallY needles, and which affec.te~ the ~yes ~ost acutely. 
Trusting that it would pass over we p~rse\'ered ~ntll. It was Impossible to keep 
our eyes longer open, when, much agamst our wills, It was found that we must 
again halt. . 

This was provoking enough. folIowmg ~lose upon. the loss .of two days 
marchincr, for three miles is as much as we will have gamed by tillS last move. 
We hauled up on a soft gravel bea~h, and the tents were not. long off being 
pitched, for everyone of the men tiled as ~h~y were of confinem~nt to the 
"bag ., were glad to escape from the sharp s.tnkmg snow or rather hall. ~Y .ten 
minutes to -! ,UI. we found ourselves agam under the canvass, but thIS tIme 
with comfortable dry gravel under us ins.tead of wet slushy snow, which., damp 
as our bedding was, was a c~lange for the better. Thermomet~r at thiS time 
was noted at + 5°. Strong wmd from the west and north-west, With very heavy 
showers of exceedingly hard particles of snow. 

The time fixed for the flltig-ue sledge returning had now arrived, and, 
althourrh I reflected that we had lost three days marches, and might take it 
furthe~ on on that account, yet the consideration that their turning now would 
save even a few days provisions and fllel induccd me to come t<,> the co~clusion. 
Determining, therefore, to start the moment the weather permitted, I mformed 
Leiper that he would now havc to make the best of his way to the ships again, 
as Mr. :I/arshall would go on with me. 

The weathC'r continued most inclement all the fore part of the day, the ther
mometer did not rise above plus 16°, and there was a continuous .fall of snow 
until late in the evening. At 7 P.~I., however, it had moderated so that 
all hands were roused o~t, both sledges unpacked completely, provisions for 
the return were put aside, and a depot of pemmican, pork, and bread made 
securely in the gravel. Mr. Marshall's haversack and blanket bag were now 
transferred to my sledge, on which was packed the remainder of the provisions 
and other necessary articles. 

When we were ready to start I was rather apprehensive when I found the 
sledge to be exceedingly heavy laden. However there was nothing for it but to 
push on as hard as we could. The men of the fatigue sledge, poor fellows, seemed 
very loath to turn back, and I rather suspect thought it was using them very 
ill, not taking them on as far as the rest. Indeed I more than once regretted 
the step myself during the next two marches when I found the sledge so very 
heavily laden, but it proved in the long run to have been as well as it was, for 
these very men constituted, with two exceptions, Captain Penny's crew in the 
boat expedition, arriving at the ship just in time to take their part in it, and 
having in consequence a still better opportunity of proving that they were as 
zealous as their comrades in the good canse. 

They now proposed themselves, as they had a light sledge, and would be able 
to make rapid marches homewards, to assist and escort us ~for a few miles. One 
man was therefore left with the tent and sledge, the former being still standing, 
and we now commenced our onward journey with the one sledge. We kept 
along the beach for nearly a mile, the snow very deep and dragging conse
quently very heavy. Here we found that we would be able to cross the 
rem~ining part of the bay ~nd g~t some distance ronnd its western point on 
the Ice, which was comparatIvely free of hummocks close to the shore. I sent 
Leiper to the top of the high land to the westward, in order that he might be 
able t~ re~ort as ~o the appearances to the westward on his return to the ships, 
and WIth mstructlOns to come down and meet us when he thought we had 
advanced lI;s far as ~is men could accompany u~. About 2 A.M. of the 23d he 
met us agam,.and.I1lS repor~ of onr road ahead was not very encouraging. We 
now par.ted With hun and hIS ~en, ~nd our regret at doing so was heightened 
b.f the Idea that we had no Illte~hgence to send by him of having found the 
slIghtest traces of those we were III search o£ Our progress after they left us 
was very slow and excessively fatiguing, from the soft state and depth of the 
snow. The shore here was a ~uccession .of high steep slopes faced with snow, 
the &,rounded hummocks commg close mto them at the bottom. The only 
practIcable road was between the hummocks and the bottom of these slopes, 
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th~ sledl?e frequently having such a "lis~" that we were in momentary expec
tatIOn at an upset, but such a casualty dId not take place. Seeino' two or three 
very lar~e ~igh hummoc~s about a mile ahead, I left the sledge :nd walkec\ to 
them, thmkmg that I mIght be able to pick out a better road, but I cou!d 
perceive no appearance of. am~nd~ent. We managed to get the sledge as far 
as these hummocks, by whIch tIme It was close upon i) A.M., and the men were 
very much fati.gued, for th.e last two days spent in the tent were not at all 
calculated to m~rease theIr pO\~ers of endurance of fatigue. Although ten 
hours under weIgh I do not thmk we made more than tive miles this day. 
Our now solitary tent was pitched for the first time by it8elf; and whilst the 
cook of the day was preparing our. mornina- meal, I determined, althoucrh vcry 
much fatigued, to ascend to the high lan~l above us, in order, if possible, 
to ascertain the nature of our marching ground in advance, for our slow 
progress to-day, as well as Leiper's report, had made me vcry anxious. Accom
panied by Marshall, we climbed with some difficulty the high steep snow slope 
above the tent, and, gaining the level above, walked about two miles to the 
westward, when we found ourselves overlooking a very beautiful little bay of 
much smaller size than the one we had last left, but which had a \ery tine 
appearance as now seen beneath us. The sea does not run far inside the 
eastern and western sides of this bay, but beyond the sea-beach for a consider
able distance inshore there was a succession of the most beautifully marked 
raised beaches or terraces rising one over the other with a very gradual slope, 
which gave it a larger appearance. These wcre cut through in tbe centre by 
the hollow of a watcrcour:;e, and it was curious to notice how each of those 
terraces had successively taken the same sweep and CUlTe along' the edgcs of 
the stream as the matter forming them had bcen subjected to its influence, 
whilst it still was a sea-beach. The western headland is a bold and prominently 
marked one, very precipitous at its northern face, but a short distctnce inland 
sloping away to the southwards. Beyond and over it in this direction i~ to be 
seen in the distance a low projecting point at least twenty milcs off. Between 
this and the nearest head part of another bay is visible, the ice in which, at 
least what wc could see of it, we were rejoiced to pcrceive was apparcntly free 
of hummocks. The sketch I endeavoured to take of this vicw will perhaps 
assist a little to explain it. 

Looking to the northward we could now sec well round the Irestcrn point of 
the nearest island; no land could be seen in that dircction, but over and beJJond 
this island there is in two or three places high and peaked hills seen, apparently 
on separate islands, but I do not think that this is the same land scen on the 
17th, for there is in the fitr di~tance, indistinctly seen, a coast running to 
the eastward, which is more likely to be that which was then perceived. To 
the westward arc seen two apparently smaller islands lyin!,! north and south of 
one another. On retnrning to the tent 1 foun(l the thermollleter, whieh had 
been noted when we left at + 7°, to be now T 12" (8.30 A.,l.) The morning 
had been all along a fine one, bright sunshine and clear, with light airs from the 
westward. Tbe land which we saw this morning we had no doubt Capbin 
Penny would be able to reach without difficulty with the dog sledges, but the 
rapidly increasing quantity of water and decayed state of the icc to the north
ward and westward made us excecdingly anxious about his party. However, 
we knew that hiR own and Petersen's experience would not allow thelll blindly 
to incur unnecessary risks. Looking forward to a very hard day's work for thc 
morrow, we were not long of" turning in" on this occasion, f<JI' I made it known 
that we should be early astir. At 5 P.'!' the cook was called, and prepara
tions for starting afoot. Our yesterday's road had been so had at the ·tbot of 
the slopes that I walked a considerable distance out amongst the hummocks, in 
order to see if no way could be picked out amongst them to the ,,'ei'twanl, but 
I soon found that it was needless to entangle ourselves amongst them, and that 
however slow our progress and hard our labour, it would be better to persel'ere 
along the shore for some distance further. Before 8 P.'!. we were ready to 
start. The evening was fine and clear, though if anything too warm for the 
work we had in hand. The thermometer had been in the afternoon as high 
as + 19°, and was now + 17°. Until midnight we had a spell of the hardest 
work that it is possihle to conceive,-dragging the heavy sledge over immense 
wreaths of soft snow_ At last, about 1 A.~I. of the 24th, we came fiJirly to a 
stand in consequence of the sledge running rapidly down the declivity of one 
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wreath and burying its forepart deeply in another. With all our efforts We 
were unable to extricate it, and there was no other cou~'se open. to us but to 
take off part of our lading, leav~ it hel:e, and return ~or It. A sm.gle gl.a.nee at 
the wilderness of hummocks outsIde ~atJsfied us that" e must contmue to stick 
by the shore. Half of the lading being, therefore, taken off, we reached the 
b;y with little difficulty, and retu~'ning wi~h the empty. sledge theu brought up 
the remainder. This is always dl,",courngmg "'ork, havlIlg to go over the same 
gronnd twice, but we had never found i.t necessary to do so since the 9th, t1!e 
day we parted from the eastern partIes. Nevertheless, although they had 
alr2~j(ly done a vcry hard spell of work, when I proposcd to reach the western 
head before halting the men at (Jncc and ~llost cheerfully r~loaded the sl~ 
and wc startcd across thc icc of thc bay, w~Ich "".as comparatl.vely level, although 
traverscd in maIl\" directions with cracks, 111 whIch we sustamed some awkward 
tumblcs. It wa~ 8.10 cUI. before the tcnt was pitched. Yet I do lIot think. 
aftcr all our hard labours, that \\"c had accomplished more than five or six miles 
From the sel'ere nature of the work the men had been allowed to take their 
morning's allowance of grog at midnight; but I now reminded them that this 
being the morning of the quem's ?irthday, ~ thought I :voul~ be warr.anted in 
allowinrr thcm an C'xtra glass speCIally to drmk Her Majesty s health \D. We 
<lid not forrret in our thourrhts the numcrous bands of co-operators similarlv 
occupicd tg olw;dve" and~ we had no doubt, similarly celebrating the day, 
earnest ly hopin?' at the same time that some amongst them at least had been 
more fortunate than ourseh"es in the search for thc lost. 

Our tent \yas pitched upon a !'hinglc bank close under the cliffs; a keen 
westcrl.l· \yind was Llowing, and although the sun was out the thermometer 
stood at this time at + :2". 

Bef()rc turning- in, I walked a short distance round the point to where some 
huge blocks of limestone hall heen precipitated to the bank beneath. From 
abo\'c these blocks wc had a goo (1 view to the westward. Thc coast appears 
now to trcnd a point or two more southerl.I"; the western poiut of the bay now 
before llS, which is a largc and deep one. is long, low, and outlying. No high 
land is to bc seen in this direction, thc shores ascending very gradually to a 
height, as ncar as I could judge, of 1.50 to ~I.'() feet above the level of the sea, 
and, altholl~h not quite so prominently, yet well marked with those terraces 
characteristic of all the shores of COrI1waliis hlnnd, where they are not 
abrupt and precipitous. "'e also saw that the ice for our next journey would 
be Ycry favourable, as therc were no hummocks inside ofthc western point and 
thc position we now occupy. A ridge of very high hummocks, however, 
stretched ae!,(hS the mouth of the ba.v from either point. I may mentiou here, 
that to the westward of our present position \ve did not fall in with any "ery 
largc hUlllmocks, every mile in that direction they becamc smaller, and there 
was less appearance of press nrc. Large hole~ of water are seen to the north· 
ward and N. W., and ?ll'~her off' the scattered black douds and patches of 
vapour. wou~d seem t.o mdleatc water in the distance. Our tent this day was 
unluckIly )~Itchcd, bemg exposed to the keen westerly breeze without t~e le~st 
shelter. .1 he th('rlllomet~r was not observed to rise above + 12°, and In sPIte 
of the fatIgue of the last Journc~': almost e~"cry one of the party acknowledged 
that they had been pre"entcd from sleepmg soundlv, and had felt the cold 
much more than they had done when the thermO'meter had ranged many 
degrees 100\"cr. 

, The slow progress we. had made O? our last two journeys convinced me t~t 
\'~ must alter or curtaIl our operatIOns materialh', and, however irregular It 
~mght be, make anothcr de~bt at this spot. Thel:e was the prospect of better 
Ice ahead to ?c sure ~ but stIli :\1r. :\1ar5ha11 had already more than oncc warned 
me that thc lee O~ltSld(' .was evidently fast o'ivino' wav and that in a short time 
IOllg~.r we would 111 all h!.::elihood huye no '':road op;n' 10 us {JUt the tops f!f tlte 
IlIlIs.. I mYSelf trusted to the narrow ledge of ice which I argued wouW 
rel,n:lIll attaeh;d to the beach until a late period of the' season and which would 
afford ,us a tOler~ble road for thc sledge, althonO"h at the e~pellse of coasting 
e,'c'n" o}O"ht and mlet All·' 1" '=' • ."~ 
." • 0\\ mg" t lat .,Ir. Marshall should prove nght lUlU we 

~\"ere f~~~edfl t~ take the" tops of the hills," there was no doubt that it ~ould be 
I~~~OS~I :. o~ u~ to take the sledge with us in that wa ,and that our home-
\\ald .1 0 U\11e.\ lllight provc rather a difficult d t .' ! 0 tlectioD, 
therd()j·e. I was that it w b. 1 I an r) 111", one. n re 

as a so ute y necessary to make such arrangements as 
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would enable us noll' to push on as mpid(1j ano. as fin <is was consistent with 
prudence. I roused out all hands at 7 P.:H., and whilst the cook was preparing 
ou.r breakfast .the others were set to r~pac~ and arrange the sledge. In doing 
thIs ever.y artIcle was ~crupulousl'y laId aSIde that could be dispenseo. with for 
the r~maI~der of the .Journey, and all the pr.ol"isio.ns, with the exception of 
suffiCICnt for twentY-llIue days, seventeen of whIch I II1tended for our usc whilst 
still advancing, the remaining twelve I trusted would be sufficient fo!" our 
return to this spot. I hoped thus to be able to make an outward journey of 
thirty-five days from the ships, by which time we might have examined a consi
derable distance of coast. The only article in which we were at all short was 
the fat for fuel, and which there was every reason to suspect we ,vould run 
short of; upon pointing out which circumstance to the men they everyone 
agreed to save every ounce they possibly could on thcir respective cooking days. 
After securely covering up with gravel and large stones what we intended 
leaving behind, we started at 9 I'.~I., and keeping along the beach until "'e 
got abreast of the smooth ice of the bay, "'e then hauled the sledge out to the 
westward. The point we were now leaving, howen'r, being' the most con
spicuous landmark within view, I determined before procecding to erect a 
larger cairn than usual on it. Taking all the men ,,·ith me, we 3seended to the 
summit, and very soon constructed one of some height, in which I left thc 
usual papers. This is the first place in which we have found the construction of a 
cairn of any size an easy matter. In our view to the northward and "'estward 
nothing new was observed in addition to dlat has been previously recorded. 
After regaining the sledge "'e struck right for the western point of the' ],ay, 
over the best travelling icc we have had for some days back. We were not inter
rupted by a single hummock the whole way across the hay, the ice being 
perfectly smooth, and of that wavy description which indicated its being of a 
previous year's formation. Our quick and easy progress during this march 
gave rise to happier feelings than we had enjoyed for some days back. 

\Ve reached the point at half-past fiye A.~I. of the 25th, and encamped on its Sunday, 25tlo ~lay. 
western side. The morning ,,;as quite calm, and bright sllnshine, the tempera- i:~'~~n;:·:·IOOtO+250. 
ture where we camped being plus 10°, and at midday + :2;')0 •. Defore turning 
in we walked up to the nearest high ground. The point on which our tent was 
pitched is low and outlying for about half a mile, after which the land gradually 
ascends to about a height of 200 feet. On gaining this elevation we found all 
almost level country stretching out before us to the southward for a consider-
able distance; but the view in this direction was bounded by high hills. 
Looking to the ,,'estward another bay similar to the one last crossed was now 
seen before us, terminated by a low point, inshore of 'I'hich '\'a, a oblong hill 
or elevation, seemingly surrounded by very low le\·el land. The bay itself 
seemed broken in two, as it'l'ere, by a small projecting point of land, which 
run out a short way from the bottom. The elevated land on which we stood 
terminated at this point; beyond it the low land commenced. Before leaving 
the tent we had noticed on a very conspicuous position something that had 
the appearance of an artificial mark or cairn, but we now found on reaching it 
that it was merely a large block of stone. We erectcd a small cairn on the 
top of it, and left the usual paper. 

At 7 P.M. I roused out the cook of the day, and at 9 ,ye "'ere ready 
to start. The evening was clear and pleasant, the temperature plus 19°. The 
ice of this march was similar to that gone over the previous day. The range 
of hummocks across the mouth of the bay were smaller, and at a greater 
distance from the shore. By midnight we were nearly half way across, or Mond~y, :!c..'hMay., 

almost equidistant between the eastern and western points, and had the low 1.,;;101 all'" " . & S. " 

land seen in the morning open to us. Had we not previously perc-eil'ed its 
nature we should have been inclined to judge that it was a deep inlet running 
in here, so little was it above the level of the icc Oil which we stood. The 
point for which we were steering our course had a number of dark coloured 
looking objects npon it, which afterwards turned out to be blgc blocl:s of 
limestone, but which, in consequence of refraction, assulllcd--

[Incomplete when opened.] 
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May 6th. 1851. 
ASSl!)tance Harbour. 

Mav 7th. 
Cape Hotham, 2J!
miles E. 

May 8th. 
Barlow Inlet 4 miles S. 

~ray 9th. 
Barlow I Illetl2 miles S. 

1\1a\" 10th. 
Point Separation 
W. by S. 8 miles. 

1\Jav 11th. 
In mid~channcl. 

1\lav 12th. 
Cape nO'~'den S.E. 
9 miles. 

lila)' I~lh. 
III Bav. 
Cape Bowllen 8.S." .... 
st miles. 
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REPORT of a JOURNEY to examine the Beaches between CAPES GRINELLB 
and SPENCER, and the Neighbourhoo~ of CASWALL'S TOWER and 
RmsTocK BAY, by John Stuart, Third Mate, H.M.S. "Lady 
Franklin." 

The sledge party fitted out for the ex~mination of the east side o~Wellington 
Channel to the southward of Cape Gnnelle, and of the beaches III Barrow's 
Straits in the neighbourhood of Caswall's Towel' and ~adstock Bay, left 
H.l\J.S. "Lady Franklin" on the night of Tuesda,r the tith of May. The 
party consisted of six men and one officer, and was VIctualled for 30 dars. . 

On strikinO' out of the bay the sledge was hauled O\'er the east pomt, thIs 
being easily done, fi'om our having foul' extra h~nds from the p~rties o,f Captain 
Stewart and :\11'. Goodsir, who were proceedmg out to their depot of the 
2-1th A pril, with one sledge and two crews each. After a march of eight bours 
we ca.l1lpcd ~nder Parry's South Bluff, close by the flagstaff of H.M.S. 
" ASSIstance. 

The following evening we started at P.M., and reached Barlow Inlet at 
havinrr seen on the road a bear, a fox, and two ravens. On the north 

shord of thebinlet we lunched, and at A.M. reached the first depot. Here 
everythinrr was found in confusion, having been disturbed, but not destroyed, 
by bears ~nd foxes. The road had up to this been on the whole good, with 
the exception of a few patches of deep snow. 

Starting at 10 P.M. with a smart breeze of wind, we still kept along the 
snow on thp beach, and derived great advantage from our floorcloth set as a 
sail. In a heavv squall, however, the sledge was hove on her beam ends in 
passing through' a gully, but luckily no damage was sustained. At 3~ A.M. 

we camped alongside the depot made on the former journey. Around it were 
several bear marks, but it had not been disturbed. In the forenoon the dog 
sledges arrived fi'om the ships, having accomplished the journey in hours. 
I accompanied Captain Stewart to a hill four miles to the northward, and was 
happy to see our road across channel almost entirely clear of hummocks, being 
only crossed at intervals with narrow ridges. 

:-Jtarting at 8 P.M., we proceeded along the beach through very heavy snow 
for more than a mile, the sledges having to be double banked all the way. 
Striking out to the floe from a point named Point Separation, we parted with 
the parties of Captain Penny and Mr. Goodsir; and the three sledges under 
Captain Stewart, Dr. Sutherland, and myself, set sail and stood across the 
channel. Though the wind was light it helped us considerably, so that by 
3~ A.}J. we camped, having made about eight miles of offing. 

After lightening Captain Stewart's sledge, which had been dragging very 
heavily, we started at 8~ P.M., and made good way, deriving occasional assistance 
from light breezes. In the course of the march we had to cross one or two 
ridges of hummocks, in some of which the sledges required to be double 
manned. The footprints of bears were numerous, and one burgomaster was 
seen. '" e camped after eight hours work, having made about 10 miles. In the 
course of the day a few angles were obtained, the result of which, along with 
the other observation taken during the trip, is laid down in the accompanying 
chart. 

\Y e did not start until midnight, and then proceeded over a beautifully level 
floe, unin~errupted by a single hummock, till 9 A.}I., when we camped. During 
the mornmg we had passed a number of recent traces of bears and foses. The 
distance supposed to have been made on this march was thirteen miles. 
!\. meridian altitude gave N. lat. 75° 10'. 

At half-pas~ 0!le A.}I. we. again got under way, and after two hours quick 
march came WIthm half a mIle of the land when we halted and carried ashore 
401bs. of pemimcan and 6? lbs. of bread, ;s a contingent depot. On returning 
to the sledges, after haVing properly buried and secured the provisions, we 
lunched, and. afterwards parted company with Captain Stewart and Dr. Suther
land. ~eavmg my sled~e I.now struck in for the north cape of the bay I had 
b~en. dIrected to examme, Instructing the captain of the sledge to proceed 
wlthm th.e range of hummocks stretching across the mouth of the bay, and 
then to I?ltch the tent. Immediately on landing I found the skull of a sea
horse eVIdently of great age. The beach under the north cape was a short 
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sheif at the foot of an abruptly rising terrace, on the top of which werc seen 
the recent droppings of hare and ptarmigan. Two of the latter were seen. 
Following the beach I found its north shore indented with three bio'hts one of 
whic.h ,~as of considerable dep~h. The. whole .bay was filled with ;ery old 
100kJl~g Ice, the botto!ll 0'£ the dIffel:ent blg~ts bemg deeply covered with snow. 
Nothmg was seen to Justify the belIef that It had ever been previously visited. 
Continuing to follow the north shore inwards the bottom of the bay was 
reached. Here the land was much lower than on either side. After having 
walked round fully one half the extent of the coast I was obliged to make for 
the tent, it having come on to blow strong with thick fog. 

The wind continued high throughout all this day, and nothing could be done 
in consequence of the drift. We consequently continued camped, although 
the wind was fair, being unwilling to leave the bay without getting a sketch 
and a few bearings. An opportunity occurred during a lull on "Wednesday 
forenoon, but unfortunately the period of clearness was ,-ery short, so that 
nothing satisfactory could be got. 

The sledge started an hour after I did, and proceeded along the inner side 
of the hummocks, and then hauled out of the bay. Meantime I had walked 
towards the bottom of the bight and examined the south shore. This was 
found to be formed of a long neck of land, terminated by a small square bluff. 
Nothing was to be seen on any part of the beach, but bear and fox tracks. 
By the different tide marks seen in the bay the rise and fall is suppmed to be 
about five or six feet. After leaving the usual notices on the low bluff already 
mentioned, I struck across a small bay formed between the peninsula and Cape 
Bowden. I ascended the hill, and proceeded inshore for a considerable distancc 
towards some Esquimaux remains of considerable size. The country inshore 
appeared flat and rolling. Five hares were seen and fired at. At the back 01 
Cape Bowden was found a small frozen lake in a valley intervening between 
this headland and the country inshore. Ascending Cape Bowden a cairn was 
seen, which proved to be that built by a party from the American schooners in 
the previous autumn. It contained a paper very indistinctly written, but 
nearly as follows: 

" August, 28th 1850. U.S. Brig" Rescue." At Cape Riley traces may 
" be found for a winter harbour. At Whaler Point, Leopold Harbour, is a 
" depot of provisions for Franklin." 

Rebuilding the cairn, another despatch was left, and starting I continued 
along the coast to the bottom of a deep sweep, but without finding any fmther 
trace. The sledge all this time continued far off on the fair floe, that inshore 
being covered with deep snow and hummocky. 

At 5 A.M. they pitched the tent, having been nine hours under ,,·a~-. In an Th'm(lay, 15th :Uay 

h d h If I .. d h d . f' 1 I 1 I 1 I C.lpe Do" dL'1l :\ T~. our an a a JOll1e t em, an was III onnelL t lUt t ley JalL come a ong 5 mile<. 

footmarks on some old ice which, fi'om the description, I had reason to believe 
were those of the Americans last autumn. Dming the day the ,,-ind was 
variable; the thermometer rose to + 6;30

• 

At about 9 P.~I. we started. The wind though light being northerly, we set 
our sail, and got the floor-cloth well dried, the sledge keeping as. straight a 
coul'se as the ice would allow it, in order to make the ,hortest pOSSIble course, 
for Cape Spencer was a considerable distance ofl~shore. From our camp I 
re-entered the bay, holding a course for the part of the beach where I had left 
off the search in the morning. Having, however, noticed some low patches of 
land lying about half a mile fi'om the shore, I m.ade for. these, and ~ou.lld them 
a number of shingle banks, some of them haVIng a tIde mark mthlll them, 
others having only a tide mark on the outside.. . 

A minute examination of the beach produced not the slIghtest trace of belllg 
visited by human beings, until cOllling within three miles of what I tool~ for 
Point Innes, when a small cairn was seen about 18 inches high. It contamed 
a paper, of which the following is a copy: . 

" A party from the U. S. brig" Rescue," bound to Cape Bowden 111 search of 
" Sir John Franklin and his companions. August 2ith, 18.50." 

From this I continued along the beach till past the place where a party 
under Captain Penny landed from the "Lady :Franklin" in August last. A 
remarkable cairn-like stone on the head of a hill inshore attracted my atten
tion, and was visited. Ascending the hill above Point Innes from. ~ehi~d, I sa~v 
the sledge making its way through very bad ice, and not antlclpatmg theIr 
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Friday, 16th ~Iar. 
~·allJI.' ~pcllcer E. by 
S. ; mIle. 

Saturday, 17th May. 
Cape Spencer W. :! 
rniJes. 

:lIonday, 19th May, 
Caswall's Tower X . .}, 
mile. -

Tuesday, 20th ~Iay. 
Cape Eardley Wilmot 
S E. 2 miles .. 
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being able to proceed much further, I pushed on to .satisfy myself .as to the 
state of things at Beechey Bay. On the way I exa~Jlne~ a .large crurn on the 
site of some Esquimaux ruins, but was unable to IdentIfy It as a portion of 
what had been found by Captain Penny and pa!ty the prece~ing ~utumn. 
Beechey Bay was found to be full of humm.ocky lCe, the floe pIeces ill it of 
very small size, and appare?tly of late formatIOn. A~ and about the" Mary" 
everything was found a~ It. had been left. Returmng to I?Y party I was 
surpriscd to meet them, It belllg then n.early 8 ~.M., and the dIstance they had 
accomplished having becn great even dlsregardl?g the tortuous road caused by 
the bad ice. We immediately camped. They Illformed. me that on the point 
thcy had opened a mound of earth and stones ,:hlch proved to be an 
Esquimaux grave. During the day the thermometer III the tent ranged from 
+ 23° to + 53°. 

IV c did not start the following day till 10 P.M., and althongh scarcely three 
miles fi'om the yacht, did not reach her ti~l past 1 A.}I., the deep snow among 
thc hummocks making the road most labOriOUS. 

PitchinO' the tent alongside the "Mary" her stove was rigged, and while 
lyinfF the~e all our cooking was done in her forecastle. A walk to the cairn 
and gTaVCS showcd us that everything l~ad been undist.urbed~ since we left it. 
After making arrangemcnts for the evenlllg ,,'e turned 111 at I A.:II. The ther
momcter in the tent reached + 63°. We turned out at 8 P.M. and breakfasted. 
I then proceeded to take a {e", angles in Beechey Bay. Meantime the boat· 
swain and two hands were cxamining the graves and their neighbourhood, 
while another man wa, sent to the top of Cape Spencer, alike to examine a 
cairn scen on it and to report on the state of the ice to the offing. The 
cairn proved to be one built by Sir John Ross, and contained documents 
having a reference to the" Mary." The beaches along Erebus and Terror 
Bays and the other places already mentioned were examined, but the search 
produced nothing worthy of note; indeed such was the quantity of snow that 
had fallen, and so greatly had the general appearance of the place altered, 
that it was difficult to recognize particular localities. In the middle of the 
day the thermometer in the tent stood for upwards of an hour at + 70°, being 
the greatest heat we had yet experienced. 

At 9 P.M. we started with the "'eather close and foggy, but a westerly 
breezc "pringing up enabled us to spread our canvass, which, as usual, we 
found a grcat assistance. Our course was over the spit at the head of Beechey 
Bay, and thence to the head of Erebus and Terror Bay, where a large salt 
water lake, without any apparent communication with the sea, enabled us to 
cross '"ith comparatiye ease the back of the land between Cape Riley and 
Gascoyne Inlet. The breeze, which by this time had increased by a gale, 
proved a most "aluable auxiliary, the snow being on the smooth ice so deep 
as to cause "ery heavy dragging. Gascoyne Inlet was crossed on what 
appeared to be old ice, and at 8 A.}I. '''c camped on its east side close by 
Caswall's Tower. The gale continued from W.N.W. all day, <lnd there was 
much snow drift . 

• '1. t 9 P.M., after much difficulty, I succeeded in ascending the tower; but 
no!hing was found on its summit to repay the exertion. A small cairn was 
b~lllt, and the usual notice left. In descending, which was found fully more 
dIfficult than the ascent, I was attracted by the ruins of an Esquimaux settle· 
n:ent of considerabl~ siz~, and while searching about among the remains of the 
dIfferent huts, fell III WIth a bottle, then a Goldner's canister, then another 
bottle, and finally a tent place. 

The la~ter was about 10 feet by 8 and had a built fireplace adjacent to it. 
Close ?~slde were two larg;e. and peculiarly-shaped cairns, evidently b~ilt by 
Frankllll s people, but contallllllg no documents. Scattered about lay eight or 
ten t~~s; two marked ~'vegetable soup," one" carrot soup," and two or three" boiled 
beef. An old Esqmmaux house had the appearance of having been used as a 
~entpJace, and a small ten.tplace ~djoined it, apparently that of Englishmen, but 
III nel~h.er was t~e lea~t IJlt of tWllle or such article got to enable us to come to 
a deCISIon on thIS pomt. The whole had the appearance of having been the 
sta~ion .of a s~ooting or surveying party of the summer of 1846. Leaving 
notIce!! III a calm, we starte~, and the favouring gale carried us along Radstock 
BII:Y at a great speed, ~nablmg us to reach within two miles of Cape Eardley 
Wilmot, although conSIderably retarded by thick fog. At 7 A.M. we camped 
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on the beach. The thennometer in the tent did not rise above freezing during 
the day, varying from + 21° to + 30°. 

At 9 P.M. I sent four of the men away in different directions to the heads of 
the adjacent hills in order that no beacon might be passed nnobserved but 
nothing was seen. While examining the beach in the neiO'hbourhood I fuund 
what appeared to be a cairn, but fonnd it a large ston~ trap 3 ft. x 1 ft., 
probably intended for the wolf. It had no appearance of aO'e thouO'h most 
likely it had been built by Esquimaux at least one hundred yea~s '30"0. °Adjoin_ 
ing was the site of an Esquimaux summer tent about 10 feet square. 'The 
sledge did not start till nearly midnight. It then proceeded alon", the coast 
over very rough ice in the direction of Cape Hurd; but the weathe~ cominO' on 
very thick obliged them to haul close in for the land. I followed the b~ach 
along to Cape Eardley Wilmot, when the land suddenly breaks off to the 
northward for 1 ~ miles. The beach, which is interrupted towards the inner 
portion of this bluff; recommences on the opposite side of the shallow bay, 
caused by the angle made by the cape and the mainland. On neither was 
anything to be found; so after following the coast for three or four miles, I 
turned, and with difficulty rejoined the sledge. vVe then hauled right in for 
the land, and pitched the tent, having found ourselves unable to pick the road Thursday, 2~d ~Iay. 
through the hummocks owing to the thick fog. The thermometer in the tent Cape Ear<lIey Wilmot 

ranged from + 18° to + 28°, and the gale continned from the "-.N.W. without W.4miles. 

abatement. 
It being a little more moderate at 2 A.~[. I started with one of thc men, and 

after an hour and a half's hard walking r2ached Rigby Bay, having come along 
the whole way under the perpendicular cliffs, the snow in many places knee
deep. The ice was squeezed up close to the cliffs, and was ,"cry hummocky. 
The bay we found filled with icc, apparently very old, and several bars of 
hummocks were found across the mouth of it. 

Reaching Cape Hurd we found two beacons, one higher than the other, and 
near them was a tentplace and one preserved meat tin. Neither of the cairns 
was disturbed, but to the flagstaff of the lower one a cylinder was lashed 
containing the usual notice and a document, of which a copy follows: 

" The winter quarters of H.l\J.S. 'Erebus' and 'Terror' discovered at 
" Beechey Island, but no documents have yet been found to indicate the 
" course subsequently pursued by them. 

" Cape Walker has been visited, hut without affording further traces. 
" Wellington Channel, Melville Island, and Bank's Land are at present being 

" searched by travelling parties from the different ships at present at Corn-
" wallis Island. May 22d, 18.51." At Cape IIurd. 

Returning to the tent after an absence of six hours, ""C found those arrived 
whom I had sent inshore, they having seen nothing. Regarding the state of 
the ice as seen fi'om Cape Hurd, there was between that promontory and Prince 
Leopold Island a smaller proportion of level floes than was anywhere else to 
be met with. The ridges of hummocks were very numerous and very broad, 
and the floes intervening between these hummocks had the appearance of short 
narrow ribands. 

During Friday the gale and snow drift continued so violent up to 6 A.M. that 
we did not leave the tent. Moderating towards noon we carried half a case 
of pemmican and 501bs. of pork to a low prqjeeting point, and built over it a 
conspicuous cairn of large stones. A flat hill, lying immediatel? to the west
ward of the peculiar housetop-looking hill, noticed by Captain Parry as Table 
Hill, marks the commencement of the low beach on which the depot is 
situated. 

At 10 P.M. we started and kept for Cape Eardley Vlilmot, then proceeded 
towards the beach and along the end of the range of hummocks stretching 
from the extreme capes of Radstock Bay. When sufficiently within th.em we 
kept direct for Cape Ricketts intending to follow the outer cou~se III ?ur 
return. Having a fair floe we made very .g~od way, .and notWithst~ndll1g 
contrary winds we were enabled to camp wlthm four mIles of C~pe RI.cketts 
shortly after 6 A.M. The tracks of bears that we had passed durmg thIS last 'i.,tunl"" 2·lt" ~L'L 
march were more numerous than on any ice we had yet travelled m"er, with ("'pc' Hi~kc"t. "". I;)" 

the exception of the bay to the northw~rd of Cape Bowden. The cook of the S.I mil.s. 

day when preparing our breakfast, that I:, the mea~ of 8 P.~r., w.a~ startled by a 
fox, which he afterwards shot. The ammal was III good condItIon, but appa-
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Sunday, 25th ~Iay. 
Gnscuync Inlet K by 
S. 1 mile. 

),[onrlar, 26th May. 
Cape Iti'ley W, by S, 
I mile. 

'I'uc"day, 27th 3Iay. 

C:lPC Spencer 'V. 2' 
miles. 
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rently very hungry. The thermometer having risen during the day a~ high as 
+ 58° in the tent, everything was thoroughly soaked wIth the water from the 
young floe. . 

About 10 r.:lI. we started and carried the saIl, more however to get it dried 
than from any good it did us. After. rounding Cape Ricket.ts we found the ice 
gettino- worse and worse, but keepmg on the smoothest pIeces we co~ld find, 
disreo-~rding the crooked road this caused us to follow, we got opposIte Gas
coyn~ Inlet, when we struck rig?t in ~or it,. and camped about 7 A.M. und.er the 
cliff forming a part of the west SIde of the mlet. Along the southern SIde of 
Cape Ricketts we had passed some very broad and lat~ly frozen cr~cks! and in 
one place there was a crack about, a foot. and ~ h!llf WIde, commumcatmg with 
a pool formed on a del?ressed portIOn of Ice. fhIs was the first water ,we had 
yet seen. What surprIsed us most, however, was II; large ~1Umbcr o~ mOllym?ks 
soarino. over head havinO" apparently a place of resIdence m the adjacent eM's. 
During the day the therfnometer in the t~nt varied from + 25° to + 3r, and :
smart breeze from the westward rendered It colder than we had felt It at 10 . 
Two ravens in the rocks above us kept up a constant croak all the latter part 
of the day. 

On starting at 9 P.~[. several bottles and canisters were found to be damaged 
in consequence of some rather serious capsizes we had sustained during the 
day. The ice we found constantly getting worse, and after the first mile 
travelled this day anything like a floe vanished, and the only flat ice we went 
over was in detached pieces among the hummocks, few of them exceeding ten 
acres in extent. Thus getting involved in a maze of hummocks, we ~re 
unable to accomplish more than five miles during nine hours of most fatiguing 
labour, two thirds of that time being at standing pulls. We camped on the 
land immediately below the upper beacon left by the "Assistance" on Cape 
Riley. In the course of the day a white hare was repeatedly seen, and 
numcrous bear tracks of recent dates were around us in every direction. 

In spite of a very strong head wind and much snow drift, we started "ith 
the sledge halfloadcd, and got her oyer a ridge of hummocks on to a level 
piece of ice. The men then returned for the remainder of the baggage, and 
after a heavy pull of two hours we got clear of the hummocks and entered 
Erebus and Terror Bay. The wind had increased after opening out the bay, 
and the drift had become almost smothering, but the sky keeping clear aloft, 
we could see the tops of the hills ahead of us. Three hours longer brought us 
alongside the yacht, where we camped on our old stance. 

Wishing to get into the regular day during the time we remained here, 
instead of break£'tsting on Tucsday night we did not do so until Wednesday 
morning at 5 A.~r., and afterwards started to examine the beaches round Erebus 
and Terror Bay. A fox was seen, and a mollymok was fired at but not killed. 
~othing co~lrl. be ~een of a ~rc-place near where the second boarding pike was 
pIcked up, mdeed III that nClghbourhood the snow lay dceper than in any other 
part of the bay. We turned in at S P.~!., and found the niO'ht sleeping much 
more comfortable than the day, the thermometer in the °tent never rising 
above + 43°. 

On Thursday one party was sent up the second ravine another followed the 
coursc ,of ~ary Riv~r, a~d a thi!d ~roceeded round Cape 'Spencer to re-examine 
the rums m that dlrectlOn. l'Iothmg was found worthy of notice. A flock 
of about 70 ducks passed within musket shot, flying rapidly to the north
westward. 

On Friday, whi~e'part ofthe men were examining the top of Beechey Island,. 
I procee~ed to dIife.rent parts of the bay, and made what sketches I could. 
Before dmner I obtamed one set of angles, but a thick fog coming on with 
smart south-easterly breezes, prevented me from obtaininO" some additional 
bases and angles that I would have wished to get. One of the men whom I 
had sent to the top .of Cape Spencer was unable to get a clear view of the 
chann~l, the fog h~vmg come on very suddenly. He reported the paper left in. 
the CaIrn on the hIll by the "Lady Franklin" in September as quite illegible·, 
from wet. 

A~ter dinner of Saturday all hands turned in to be ready for a start in the 
ewn.mg! alth~>ugh the pro~pect wII;s anything but favourable, the weather 
contmumg thIck, and the .wIUd holdlD.g from the same quarter. In the after
noon a fox had the darmg to get mto the sledge, and on overhauling the 
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provisions in it we found he had regaled himself on the bolt of fat, having con
sumed upwards of two pounds. The fog continuing all night we did not get 
under way, as I thought it imprudent to start through the hummocky ground 
that we had to go over for the first four miles at least. 

There was a short clear blink at 8 A.:\I. on Sunday, but it aO'ain came on 
thick, and continued so till 5 P.~!. At 10 P.~!. we started, availi~o ourselves 
ofa partial clearing, and enticed by a change of wind from S.S.E.Oto E. We 
had to keep right for the centre of the bay to avoid the rough road. Such as 
it was, the sledge was twice capsized before she cleared Cape Spencer. The 
hummocks compelled us to take a much more northerly course than we other
wise should have done, and the deep snow, softened by the late foggy weather, 
made the sledge drag very heavily. At 7 A.:\I. we camped, haying for five Mondav, ~d Juuo 

hours previously been groping our way along the edge of a ridge of hummocks ;~fJ~~c;,ecr E. by s. 
in thick fog. 

At 10 P.M. we again started, but the fog continuing to hang over the ice, and 
the wind having shifted a point or two, we found at 2 A.M., when there was a 
partial blink, that we were keeping too far to the northward. A large burgo
master, seemingly much fatigued and probably wounded, lighted near us 
repeatedly, he came from the north-westward. At 6 A.~!. we camped under 
the lee of a large hummock, the wind being fresh from the E.S.E., thick ahd 
murky aloft and occasional blinks below. Towards noon the wind fell, and the 
heat was excessive, the thermometer in the tent standing for a considerable Tue,da,', 3d Jun" 

time at + 67°. Some bearings were obtained, and se\'eral seals were seen on In mid·ei,annel. 

the ice. 
At 9 P.M. we started, the sail hoisted, but scarcely drawing. The floe im

proved considerably for a short distance, but two ridges of hummocks detained 
us a little about midnight. As the sun rose a light breeze came away from 
N.N.E., enabling us to make longer spells. About 2 A :\1. we dined close to 
the edge of the smooth floe, and from the top of the adjacent hummocks, a few 
pools of water could be seen on the top of the icc. On re-starting ,,'e made 
four good spells, and then camped off the mouth of Darlow Inlet about H JUl. 

A thick fog bank hung over the land, and along the hummocks inshore, while Wedne,day, 4th Junc. 

to the northward and southward the sky was beautifully clear. At noon the ~~ri~'~u:I'~ls~t w. ~y 
sun was obscured. The thermometer in the tent did not rise above 50°. . 

Getting under way at 10 P.~r. we kept the outer floe till within one mile of 
Ragged Point. 'With considerable ditticulty we there crossed the hummocks, 
and kept along the beach. A cairn and cylinder were left, according to order, 
in a conspicuous situation. Under the steepest part of Cape Hotham an 
Esquimaux encampment, not previously observed, was seen. It had the 
appearance of haying been recently disturbed, probably by the " Assi~tance's" 
people in the previous August. At 5 I'.~r. we camped, making a shorter 
journey than usual, in order to divide the distance to the ships. Our tentplace ThuNlay, :'th June. 

was one mile west of the ravine at the foot of Parry's South Bluff. During the Parry's Suuth llluff 

d h h . h d fi 30" t ~ 7° I mile cast. ay t e t ermometer III t e tent range rom + 0 +;) . 
Starting at 10 p.~r. we had about half an hour of standing pulls to get over 

the hummocks along the beach, we then gained the smooth floc, and set sail 
with a smart breeze from the N.N.E. About 1 A.:\I. a party fi'om the ships 
was seen within hail, having with them a boat and two sledges, hauled by 
14 men and 10 dogs, in the charge Mr. Manson. He informed me that a con
siderable water had been seen in 76° N. and 96° W. whither the boat was 
proceeding. Leaving my part'y about five miles. off, I struck overland to~vards 
the head of the harbour, and arrived at the ships at 2 A.:\1. on the mOfllmg of 
Friday the 6th June. Shortly afterwards the sledge and crew came alongside, 
after an absence from the ship of thirty-one days, having enjoyed the most 
robust health during the entire period. Of the good behaviour and willing 
exertions of the whole I cannot speak too highly, but I would beg to make 
particular mention of Moses Robinson the boatswain, who was captain of the 
sledge, and to recommend him for his steady, willing, and careful behaviour 
during the journey. 

I enclose a few sketches of the land, taken fi'om the points where the most 
connected views could be obtained. They are necessarily very rough, but may 
serve to give an idea of the general characteristics of the coast gone over. 
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Thursday, 17th April 
1851. 

Assistance Harbour 
6 miles ",Y. 

Di!.tancc travelled, 
7~ miles. 
Di!:ltance gained, 
6 miles. 

Friday, 13th April. 
Parry's South Bluff 
west! mile. 

Distance tra\'elJed, 7 
miles. 
Distance gained, 6 
miles. 

Saturday, 19th April. 
1-! miles S. of Barlow 
Inlet. 

Distance travelled, 
6 miles. 
Distance gained,S 
miles. 

Sunday, 20th April. 
Barlow Inlet S. W. 
2 miles. 

Distance travelled, :
miles. 
Distance gained, -1 
miles. 
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REPORT of the PROCEEDINGS of the DEPOT SLEDGES No.5 and 6, in their 
FIRST JOURNEY to DEPOT POINT, of Mr. John Stuart, Assistant 
Surgeon. 

At half past eight, on the lllorning of. Thursday the 17th April, six sledges 
left the ships, having to each crews of SIX men aI?-d one officer. On account 
of the sudden rise which had recently taken place III the temperature, the snow 
was very soft, and the sledges dragged very heavi}y. By 10 o'clock we hid 
good-bye to the "Felix's" crew, who ha~ accompamed us to the mo.uth of the 
harbour, and assisted us through the ndges of hunu"I?-0cks. The Ice off the 
mouth of the harbour, having been of March formation, was very sloppy, its 
recent date making it very porous. At 12 o'clocl~ we had ~uncheon, during 
the time that Dr. Sutherland's sledge was -undergomg a repair. At half past 
three we camped on the icc, the ,,-hole of the p~rty well done out by the heavy 
drag through the soft snow. The sledge of whIch I h~d charge had ofreguJar 
weights 1,3701bs., but was .well abl~ to keep ,Pace '\\'Ith the others, some of 
which were considerably hg:hter. The evemng meal was ~ookt;,d .pretty 
expeditiously, but the suantlty of tea afforded by the "conJuror did ~ot 
much exceed half a pmt. We congratulated ourselves, however, on belDg 
much better off than some of our neighbours, and turned into the bags verl 
contentedly. The thermometer during the day had ranged from + 32° to + 21 • 
The sun strong throughout, and very little wind. 

The cooks were called this morning at 5. 30. A.}!., and after breakfast we 
started at about 7 o'clock. The sledge, haying sunk into the soft snow and 
fi'ozen to the ice, was very difficult to start, and the other sledges were nearly a 
mile ahead before we got moved. The floe did not at all improve, and the 
great want, that of water, began to show itself already; the conjuror requiring 
to be kept burning to keep up a supply of water, and the allowance of fuel 
proved quite insufficient for this purpose. A little extra fat had, however, 
been brought away, and it was hoped that by the time this was expended less 
water would be required. 

We lunched off Point Dungeness, and while halted we were joined by 
Captain Penny and i\Jr. Petersen with the dog sledges, they having come along 
the land to this point, whence they were obliged to strike out to the floe. 
After proceeding a few miles further we camped at a quarter past three in a 
bight among the hummocks off the depot left by the "Assistance" last 
autumn. Our journey of this day had, like the last, been about seven miles. 
At night it came on to blow, and the thermometer fell considerably. The 
thermometer outside ranged from + 26° to + 20°, and inside the tent from 
+ 35° to + 40°. 

Starting at half past six the sledges were double manned to get them over 
the heavy hunllnoc~s inside of us. We then proceeded along the edge of t~e 
snow on the land tIll close under Cape Hotham, when we were obliged agalD 
to double bank the sledges for a short distance in crossing a rough tloe piece. 
The land did not prov.e better than the floe, the snow being equally deep and 
the surface much more Irregular. On camping, however, we found the difference, 
the ?edd~ng being for. the first time ~ry though hard. The dog sledges still 
C~)l1tll~ue III company WIth us. The dIstance accomplished this day was nearly 
SIX mIles, ?u~ for some of the sledg~s this appeared to be quite enough, as th~ 
fi'equent smkl~g of the lo~ runners III the soft snow rendered" standing pulls 
necessary, whIch soon fatJgued the crews. The thermometer during the day 
ranged from + 20° to + 310. 

This morning, after prayers in the open air, we again started, and after a very 
heay)' drag through deep snow and very uneyen ground we came upon the land 
ice in Barlow Inlet. The dog sledges were then on ahead and from them we 
~mderstood that it was impossible to get on to the land on the north side of the 
Illlet on account of h~mmoeks. We accordingly hauled out to the middle, 
towards the most practIcable looking place among the hummocks that crossed 
the mouth of the inlet.. Three crews were then put on to each sledge, ~Dd 
they :vere roused by mam strength over a very irregular piece of ice. NotWIth· 
standmg the fall of temperature the snow on the ice continued soft and wet, 
and a head wind caused thirst to be felt this day more violently than ever. 
The most of th~ water bottles were frozen, and their unwieldy shape rendered 
them a great nUIsance to anyone using a drag belt. 
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We camp~d at. 3 P.M. after a very heavy pull tbrough about a mile of 
hummocks, III whICh we were only able with all hands to take two sledO"es 
at a time, consequently having to make three trips over the same O'rou~d. 
Our. campi~g gr~mnd this night was wetter than any previous stan~e, but 
luckily at mght It began to blow very strong with a very keen fi'ost and 
but that we were in a sheltered bight among hummocks we would hav~ had 
some difficulty in keeping our tents overhead. Several frostbites had occurred 
during the day, and two or three were affectcd with snow hlindness. By 
midnight the thermometer had fallen to 

The gale continued without abatement throughout the whole of this day, Monday, 21st April. 

and in some of the tents the thermometer fell to - 26°. The hoarfrost hung Storm staYEd. 

about the tents and blankets in every direction, and the least motion brought 
down a shower of snow. The cooking had all to be done inside, and the 
smoke arising from the tallow was one cause which may acconnt for one of 
the men getting blind. The drift outside ,,'as tremendous, and the poor dogs 
were hard put to it for shelter, doing however no small damage to whatcver 
they could get at. 

Throughout the early part of the day there were occasional lulls and squalls. Tuesday, 22d April. 

No start was made till 10 A.~f., when the first six days being cxpired I got B;rlow Inlet S. 4 

orders to proceed on for three miles and make a dep6t for the return of the ml es, 

extended parties. The dog sledges started first, and the others getting under 
way got over a narrow ridge of hummocks on to the land, and proceeded on 

, to a blunt point on ,vhich the depot was made. The other slcdges pitched 
their tents, and, leaving a flag blowing on the depM, we left our cOl1lrades with 
three cheers, and immediately commenced our return. ~Iy tent I had left at 
the former camp, and three disabled men, who were to return to 'the ships. 
My party then consisted of twelve men, of whom threc were snow blind, and 
three of the remainder had been transferred to thc fatigue party as unfit to 
proceed further. 'Ve had two sledges, with about threc hundredwcight on 
each, but to the thirteen hands there was only one tcnt made for a party of 
seven. There was on the other slcdge a tent made of blaek calico, but as the 
dogs had been amusing themselves with jumping through it every timc it was 
pitched it was utterly useless. Anxious to make a, short a journcy as possible 
for the sake of the blind men, on reaching the tent we took a hasty luncheon 
and packed up the sledges. In going down we kcpt outside the hummocks 
upon the smooth ice till within a mile of Cape Hotham. We then struck in 
over the hummocks. By this time most of the disabled half werc much 
fatigued' accordingly after proeeedinO' about three miles further, we camped Parry's South Bluff 

h d " f h "A' 't "b "'t 9 w, by S. t mile. on t e epot 0 t e SSIS ance a ou P.M. D', ll~' 
After a length of time, and getting served by divisions, we all got a little m;~:.ncc tmvc e ,)4 

tea, and set about composing ourselves as we best might, with a view to gctting ~;;::ncc gaine~, 12. 

a little rest. Stowing thirteen people in a spacc of 10 fcet by i pro\'ed rather . 
a difficult process; but by some arranging thcmselves for a lower tier we 
managed to get three or four hours sleep. A cold breakfast, washcd down by Wcdne,day, 23d _~pril. 
a g1ass of rum set us on our leo's and we started at a smart pace for the As"s!ance Harbour, 

h' ' h' d "" dOd N '\' 'd Di,[ancc travelled, 14 
S IpS. The thermometer t IS ay was own to - 30 ,an a smart . \ . wm miles. 

rendered the cold very piercing. Four or five were frequently and deeply D.i,tancc gained, 12 

frostbitten, but luckily without bad effects. By the time we got within five mlles. 

miles of the harbour, two of the men were much knocked up, and four or five 
more much fatigued. Having got entangled in a wrong lead among the 
hummocks near the point of the harbour, out of which it would have been 
difficult to get, I thought it advisable to leave the sledges and walk over the 
point; and the step proved to have been almost neccssary, as one of them, the 
sailmaker of the" Sophia," had to be supported in by other two. 

Next morning the sledge was brought in without difficulty, and with the 
exception of a few trifling blisters following the frostbites no one was the worse 
for their journey. 

Zz4 
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The SECRETARY of the ADMIRALTY to Captain AUSTIN. 

SIR . Admir.alty, D~cember 5, 1851. 
, j\I y Lords Commissioners of the AdmIralty: hav.mg .rec~lved a Report from 

the Committee of ~aval Officers Rl?pointed to mqmre mto and report .~n t~e 
conduct of the officers intrusted ":Ith the command of the late expe~ltJon In 

search of Captain Sir John Franklm an~ p.arty, a~d whethder
t 

everythlDg was 
done by them to carry into etiect theIr mstructlOI!S, nn ? prosecute the 
search for the missing ships, I am commanded by ~helr LordshIps to send you 
herewith a copy of. the said Report, and ~o acq.uamt you that I~y Lords ~~ve 
<Treat satisfaction in conveying to you theIr entIre concurrence III the oplDI~n 
~xpressed by the said Committee on your own conduct, and on that of Captain 
Ommanney and the officers and crew employed und~r you~ orders. . 

i\Iy Lords further desire me to send you hereWIth a h~t of the promotIons 
,~hich they have been pleased to make of some of the officers late under your 
command. I am, &c. 

(Signed) J. PARKER. 

PRmIOTIO:-IS for Arctic Expedition under Captain Austin. 

Ln:rn::-,,\:-:TS - Lientenant R. D. Aldrich -} 
" J. B. Cator - ·To be Commanders. 
" l~. L. M'Clintock -

MATES ilfr. R. V. Hamilton 
" w. W. ilIa), 
" J. P. Cheyne 

SECO:\D MASTERS Mr. F. J. Krabbe 
" G. F. JH'DougaU 
" J. L. Allard 

ASSISTANT SURGEONS - Mr. T. R. Pick thorne 
" John Ward (a) 
" Charles Ede 

j\1r. E. X. Harrison 
ilIr. E. Langley, Boatswain 
" Henry Osborn " 
" 'VI11. Dean, Carpenter 

~} To be Lieutenants. 

:} To be Masters. 

: } To be Surgeons. 

To be Paymaster and Purser. 

: } To be raised a step. 

The Assistant Engineers will be advanced a step, if eligible. 

The SECRETARY of the AmllRALTY to Rear Admiral BOWLES. 

SIR, Admiralty, December 5, 185!. 
1\1 Y L?rds Commissioners of the Admiralty having received the Report 

of the Comlmttee of Naval Officers appointed to inquire into and report on t~e 
conduct of the officers intrusted with the command of the late expedition m 
~earch of Captain Sir John Franklin and party, and whether everything was 
done by t~er:t to ca!ry into effect their instructions, and to prosecute the search 
fo! the mlssmg ShipS, I am commanded by their Lordships to request .You 
WIll accept for yourself, and conyey to the other officers of whom the Comm.l~tee 
:YUS ~omposed, the best thanks of the Board of Admiralty for the ability, 
mtelhgence, and zeal with w~ich the inquiry has been conducted . 

. 1\Iy Lord~ have pe;used. WIth the greatest interest the Report, as we~l as the 
eVIdence whIch. the <?om~l11ttee have thought fit to take upon the subject, aod 
h~ve n;uch satJ~£:ctlOn III expressing their entire concurrence with the .eOlll'" 
nuttee III the opllllOn. expressed by them of the conduct of Captain AustIn and 
the officers engaged III the recent expedition. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. PARKER. 
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