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THE Author of the following pages will
make but a very short apology for re-pub-
Jishing the following history of his adv.n-
tures. To inform the public of the barbari-
ty and inhumanity of the red and white Sav-
ages, and amuse the reading part of commu-
nity, were amongst the reasons for its publi-
cation.

The author will aot withheld: from.a gen-
erous public, as a farther reason, that he
hopes sume pecuniary aid towards the sup-
port of a numerous family, from the sal= of
it. The hardships and sufferings to which
he has been subjected, having broken down
his once vigorous constitution.

THE AUTHOR.



NARRATIVE, &ec.

—

My Hoxorep Fartuer lived in Brookfield, Mas-
sachusetts, and engaged in the American army, in the
first year of the Revolutionary war, at Roxbury, and
died the same year, 1779.

Being about the age of nineteen years, I enlisted
under Ensign Joun Tivinenast, of Providence,
for an expedition against the Indians, in the year
1791. When the period arrived when 1 must quit
my home, orders were received for a part of the sol-
diers, viz. twenty-eight in all, to embark on board a

" vessel destined to convey us towards the western
eounntry, in which we went as far as New-Brunswick,
under the command of Lieut, Shearman. On our
passage to New-Bruuswick, we had bad weather,
though we arrived therc in ten days; we remained
there about five days, and then being equipped with
onr guns and accoutrements, we marched towards
Pittsburgh. The weather was exceeding hot, which
made our journey very tedious, We arrived at Pitts-
burgh sornetime in August, where Lieut. Shearman
resigned and went home, and Ensign Balch, of Bos-
ton, took the command of the detachment, to head-
quarters. We remained there about three weeks,
when we received orders to go down the Ohio River,
The boats we went down in, were of two inch plank,
of white oak ; the length of them was about forty
feet, and about sixteen wide, and they rowed with
four oars, and three men at each oar; and over the
top of each boat there was a roof like the roof of a
building, for a defence against the Incians firing from
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the shore; though one night we received seversal
shots from them, but there was no man hurt; and se
we continued our route night and day, until we arri-
ved at Fort Washington where we joined the main
army, which consisted of about two thousand men;
and we remained there about two weeks. Then we
received orders to march for the Miamis, about twen-
ty-ve miles,and there made another halt, and built-
a fort. which is called Fort Hamilton, and the main
army repaired to said fort: but | was ordered anothet
way on command; first going twenty miles down the
Ohio River, and then entered into another small rivet
ealled Big Miami, that leads to I'ort Hamilton. From
therce we advanced about forty miles farther; this
command was under Ensign Cobb, of Taunton, and
Bergeant Holley, of Rhode-1sland. and consisted of a
gorporal and twenty-four privates, which went to
%nnrd the boat load of provisions by water. This
oal drew about eighteen inches water, but the river
benig lower than we were aware of, we were obliged
to draw the boat by main strength, in places of fifty
and an hundred yards at a time, in eight or ten inches
of water, which caused us to be eight days on that
passage.  Ou the fifth day at night, we encamped on
the bauks of the river, all except the beatmen, who
said they would sleep under the banks of the river,
by the boats, which they did. W kept the goard
on the bank of said river for fear of the ludians; and
just at day light one of the guard looked down the
banks and cried out, there are lndians! Fe had no
sooner spoke than the Indians fired at the boatmen
under the bank of the river; and as the men ro:¢ up
there was a ball strack the bushes about six inches
above their heads; but fortunately there was no nian
burt.  We were all immediately alarmed. A small
party went 1 pursuit of them. and got sight of the
Indians who were on horses, and fired at them; on
our ‘iring at them they dropped their packs, and
goar <iktrs, and several tifling things. whieh tuey
had stole from the inhabitants the night before, which
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wegot ; one the balls struck an Indian on his ramp,
but his stooping forward on his horse prevented his
being much hurt, bat cut his blanket from his rump
to his shoulders ; for, after | was taken by the In-
dians, [ found out that my master was there at that
time, though I never dared to let him know that [ was
in that party; but he often told me how uizh one the
Indians came being shot. The horses they had sto-
len out of Judge Simmon’s stahle, about twelve miles
below Fort Washinzton, and they were pursued so
close, and our firing upon them gave them such a
fright. that they went several miles back on the same
way they came, which gave the party a chance to
come up with them, which they did, and pursued
them so close throngh the swamp, that the inhabi-
tants got their horses again; bat the Indians made
their escape and went off.

We moved on our way with our boats, but the wa-
ter being so low, we made a very poor hand of get-
tiny along with it, though we went about nive miles
that day ; and at night we encamped upon as cleara
place as we could find, for fear of the ludians coming
upon us; and there was aguard of a sergeant, corpo-
1al, and nine privates, and two sentinels stood at
some distance from the camp, to keep wateh that no
Indians came upon us unknowan. Dut about ten
o’clock in the evening. some Indians camc creeping
up to the fire,but the sentinels fired upoan them, which.
alarmed the whele party; we immediatelys brought
water {rom the river and put out the fire, and every
mau took tn a tree, and stood in that situation till
moruing. The Indians kept creeping round. and we
exchanged several shots with them that night; but
it being verydark there was no man hurt; and when
it was day light, we went ioto our boats, and moved
on our way, but we had not gone more than haif a
mile, when looking back we saw three lndiaus upon
the shore where we had encamped ; being very mnch
fatizucd, we kept on our way and took no uotice of
them; and on that day about three o’clock in the af-

A2
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ternoon, we arrived at a smail garrison, called Dun-
lap’s Station.which was about sixteen miles from the
place of our destination, but we were obliged to leave
our boat, by reason of the lowness of the water.
We remained there about two days, then we went
through the bushes about ten miles, and came to the
army, and there we remained until Fort Hamilton
was finished, and then we received orders to march
fcr the Maumee towns, leaving about forty men to
keep the garrison. The road we went, we had to
cut and clear as we travelled, day by day, which
made our jonrney very tedious, for we could go but
about seven miles a day. We went on our march
until we had got about forty-five miles, and then we
built anether fort, called Fort Jefferson; and after
we had been building said fort about three days, I
happened to be on the outside picket guard at night.
The vext morning there were three of the guard and
myself, not having any duty to do, obtained liberty of
nur officers to go halfa mile distanece a hunting, being
very scant of provisions; and after we had passed
the sentinels we parted, and agreed to take a small
circle and then to meet upon a plain, and I went to
the right hand, and coming round a swamp, in a blind
foot path, a little distance from the plain, looking out
for game, not thinking of any danger, on coming into
a thicket of brush, there rose up three Indians, which
you may think not a little surprised me; 1 looked
this way and that way, for a place to run, but found
itimpracticable, for there were Indians on every side,
with their tomahawks over my head, so I saw that 1
might as well give up, as to muke any resistance,
dropping my firelock, and putting out my hand to
shake with them, they shook hands with me, and bid
me make haste, and then they took me through a
swamp upon a dry ridge, and sat down for about an
hour, and then went on again, and travelled until a-
boul twelve o’clock, when one of them gave a most
hideous halloo, which made the woods ring again,
ard one the Indians told me, bye and bye, I would see
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plenty of Indians, and in about half an hour one of
them gave another halloo, and a quarter of a mile
forward, it seemed as though the woods were alive
with Indians, and directly there came about twenty
of them running {o meet us, some with knives, and
some with tomahawks, and painted so that they looke
ed more like o many evil spirits than any thing else.
I thought then my life was short, but they all came
and shiook hands with me except three or four of
them, who looked very surly at me,and two of them
took hold of me, and led me into a miry swamp, and
eame upon a little dry knoll in the middle of the
swamp, where they had bad a fire about six days
watching the army ; but no sooner had I got to the
fire than one took off my hat, another my coat. a.d
another my waistcoat, another my shoes, aund one
stripped me of my shirt, and gave me an old oue in
lieu of it which was very dirty ; they then brought
me an old Indian who could talk the English language,
eorrectly, and began to examine me to know what
eondi.ion the army was in. 1 told them as good a
story as | could. I saw they were upon the catch,
and | made as few words answer as possible. After
they had examined me as much as they thought pro-
per, one of them went and brought me somne roasted
venison, and a piece of bear meat; and after 1 had
eaten as much as [ wanted, though I had not much
appetite to eat, they asked me if I could run fast; 1
told them I could not; they then told me | must ran
or die immediately. Then thecy packed up their
things and set out towards the Maumee town.

When they first sct out from the canp. they spread
themselves every way, so that no man could kaow
which way they went, and after they had gone about
ene mile that way, they came together again; and
after they came together again the second tune, they
gave me a pack of meat and some skins, about the
weight of a bushel of corn; and then one went for-
ward, and they sent me nexl, and the rest of them
followed after, hurrying me on, keeping me on a trot
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all the afternoon, until just night, when ene of them
told e toran. I told him I could not ran, for | was
very weary; | had no soouer spoke than one of them
struck me on the back of my head with the breech of
his gun, which knocked me down to the ground, but
Isoon recovered and got up-again ;- then I saw that [
must run, though bardly able to walk; and we went
on in this way until dusk of the evening. Then oae
of them took me and led. me ahout half a mile from
the »wamp, and the rest went with him, and went to
making a fire ; but my wmaster took e and sat down
about two rods from the tire, and asked me how I
. should like to be tied; | told him that I should not
like to he tied at all, but he said | must be tied. or
may be | should run away; then he took a parcel of
cords, and tied me: he first ticd my elbows behind
me, and my hauds together, forward, and then drew
a moccasin over each hand, and tied them together,
down to the waistband of iy breeches, and theu laid
me ou my back,and tied a cord round my neck, and
another round my legs, and tied them fast to a tree,
and the Indians lay acrosa the cords. 1lay in this
condition until morniag, and it may well be thought
thar | underwent a great deal that night, for 1 was ti-
ed insuch a manner that [ could not stir hand or foot;
neither had | any thing to cover me but the heavens,
for they never gave me so much as a blanket to put
over me, though it snowed and rained; and in the
morning when they untied me, 1 was so stiff with the
cold, | could not stand, but 1 rolled over the ground
and rubbed myself awhile, and set by the fire, till 1
got so that I could go; then making themselves ready
moved on their way to town again.  When they had
travelled about three or four miles, they made a halt
for about half an hour, when one of them came and
painted me black, and painted themselves black li-e-
w:se ; but not knowing the meaning of being painted
in such a mauner, | thought it was doue for their own
diversion. But they immediately went on their way
until about ten o’clock in the forenoon, then making
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another stand, which had like t have been my last,
the: tiest spotted the trees round for some distaice,
at: " vhea made hlacking of powder and marked the
trees o all kinds of distigured creatnres,  They came
ron: 4 and began to make a speech. and the ludian
thai painted me told me to get up.  Now my master
had goue in pursuit of a deer, aud was bot with the.
re~t of the company. In the mean time while they
were cntting their capers over me. my master camne
up and looked angry at them,and in a great rage. and
made a long speech to them. which seemed to dis-
plta~e many of them, but they suon took up their
pa-ks and were for marching on. Now lwasto
have been tomahawked here. bat | kiew nothing of
it us il | was broaght to the Maunce town; and my
m.-ier coming up at that time was the means of sa-
vieg iy hife.  But we had rot gone far from tins
place. whet the Indian that was 1he means of ~uving
my hife, told me to wash off the black that was ais my
face. which he said was no good. whcl | immediate-
Iy did. ad then he painted my facc red, which was
a token that 1 was not to die. We weut on tiie re-
mainder of the day, and at night when we eucamped,
they bound me as (hey did before, which | thought
wa- very hard usage, to travel all day, aid at wight
to be bound 1n such a manner. But ou the third day,
ahout four o’clock, we arrived at the Manmee town;
hut when we had got within about two miles of said
tow ., the tudians made a ualt, and my master paint-
ed iy face one half red and the other part biack,
and tied a Jarge rope round my neck. which hung by
my waist; then he took ny pack from me, and one
of them that could speak English told me that bye
and bye we should come into town; and he further
said. perhaps when yoa get into town =ome saucy
boys will come out and strike you, and if they do,
you will see a Inughonse, and sit down and they will
strike you no wnore. which 1 found to be true; for
whes we had g0 vithi » abon! Talla mile of the tuwa
ene of tbem gave a loud balloo, and it scemed a®
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though the woods were alive with Indians for a mile
round; and immediately the savages came running
to meet us, as thick as the squirrels in the woods,
which I thought the most frightful sight I had ever
beheld ; but directly we came into the town, and as
we passed the first camp. there came out a young
warrior and struck me on the back of my neck, aud
1 feil to the ground; and when | recovered on my
kiices, another gave me a kick, and kicked me on my
face ; and as soon as } got up another caught me by
the hand, and said run, run, you devil! and as | run
he struck me over the face and eyes; and when 1
had g¢ot within an hundred yards of the long house,
which the Indian told me of. the path on. both sides
was paraded with Indians, as many as could stand;
ana as | run through, every one of them gave me a
biow, some with thetr hand, and some with a club,
and others a kick with the foot, but every one would
have a blow at me ; so that when I got to the house,
my face was as bloody a~ though | had dipped my
head in blood, besides other bruises all over my body.
Just as 1 got to the doer, and was going in, one of
them bil me on the side of my head, and sent me
past the corner ef the house; but I scrambled up
again and went into the house, and as soon as | en-
tered the door | met an old grey headed chief, and
shook hands with him, but [ was so grieved with such
usage, that I could not refrain from shedding tears;
which | think almost every one would have doue,
but he said, you must not cry, for if you do, the In-
dians will kill you; but I sat down, and immediately
they brought a white man to examine me, which he
did very closely, concerning the army, and what sit-
uation they were in, though | made my story as short
as possible.  And then they took him out and brought
1n another, to see whether 1 told a true story or not,
and after they had re-examined me as much as they
pleased. they went and brought me some of their
bread. made of pounded corn, and some homuiny;
and after | bad eaten, they brought me a little pris-
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oner boy, that had heen txhi v anont two years before,
on the river cailed Monongahela, though he deli hved
more in the ways of the savaies than in ihe wa: - of
Christians; he used me worse thu -auny of the bidiaas,
for Le would tell me to do this, that. and the rther,
and if | did not do it, or made auy resistance, the In-
dians would threaten to kill me, and he would kick
and cuff me about in such a maoner. that [ hardly
" dared to say my eoul was nny own, aitheugh | duily
underwent the greatest crucits,  Often times there
would Indian stranzers come to visit their tawny
breihren, and the first salute they would give, gene-
ral’:, was to knock me down, and fre juentls . te re-
peat their blows; and if T made any resistunce, or
shewed rescutincit, before or after | got up, thuse
savage-like brutes would repeat the saine treatment
with terrible additions. [ was forced to subant in
sileuce to that inhiman aud barbarous treatinent for
the space of nearly a week.
It being about the time the Indians were gathering
to meet the American Army for battle. there waosa
number of Straugers in the vicinity, and my me-ter
told me they., would kill e ; 3 and he took me trom
the lonyg council house to his wife’s camp, although
she was gone.to the hunting ground (about fifty niles
distant) to winter; and the savages were gathered
together in this town for a geveral rendezvous, nud
remaiucd here, in number fifteen huudred. or there-
abouts, for oue week, and then they all narched to
meet Gen. St. Clair’s army ; and after those Indians
were goue. my master’s son took me to their hunting
gronnd, where his mother and several y o ludians
were ; | had more of a dog's life thau that of a Chris-
tian, for they would not allow me to sleep in the
camp with them; and if | made a hut by myself, the
Indian boys would puil it away, as if it was ouly te
worry and fatigne me, and if they thought | was of-
fended at it, they did it with seemingly more plens-
ure, and | was obliged to submit, and through the
prutection of Divine Providence I was enabled te
support it.
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In the begimning of wiater. these savages Yivéd on-
ly four or five days in a place. and wonld mo:« ei-ht
or ten miles further at each time, and kept in contin:
ual motion until the snow was some depth ; and by
that time they had got one handred and fifty .. les
from the town; at that time | had to build hut< for
five families, to cut wood o :d carry it some distance,
because they would not burn any but dry. 1 had a
very short allowance of provisions, and being almost
naked forthe want of clothes, let the weather be wet
or dry. hot ar cold, | was kept at hard work of some
kind or other. such as dressing deer skins, or hu .ting
raccoons; and with savage shouts they would bid me
exert myself or I should die.  But the fatignes day
and night were not all that I sutfered, for the ludian
boys. when | was asleep, ured freguently to put live
coals at my feet, to divert themselves at seeing me
start ; and as | had no clothes to myself, 1 often lay
neur the tire ; one night a boy drove me farther from
it but I told them that I wonld not lay b:ck any
farther, unless they would give me some coverng,
but their cruelty was further exerted in net gi"nﬁ
me any thing to eat for two days afterwards; an
someiimes | would get meat and lay it up iu the camp,
but the boys would frequently comnie in and give 1t to
the dogs, on purpose to insult me, and put me to
trouble ; one day there came ounly o:e into the camp
where | slept, and took my meat and gave it to the
doy. looking me in the face and laughing; this offen-
ded me so much. that [ thonzht | might as well be
tomahawked as to live in torment and vexation. aod
immediately, 1 caught up a stick and struck hin over
the head. which kuocked him down and almost stun-
ned him; I was then cerain there was no possibihity
of saving my life, for he got up very quick and went
to my master, and told him of the atfair, and it pre-
ved well for me that he mnade anditions to the story,
I went toa camp that belonged to an Indian tradar,
and told bim what had happened, and de-ived v n te
go and plead me off from being killed ; but 1 kad
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hardly told my story, before | saw my master eoming
with his tomahawk in his hand, who seemed in a
great rage, but the man went and met him, and de-
sired him to hear the other story, before he went any
further, which he complied with, and after he had
heard the truth of the whole matter, and how he was
always tormenting and fatiguing me, turned back and
went his way, and pever said any thing to me of the
affair afterwards.  Soon after this affair happened,
my master weont a hunting for several days, and whean
he came home, brought several strangers with him,
who encamped but a small distance from us, and at
night my master told me to cut some wood for them;
Ireplied that | was very huogry, as I had eat nothing
that day, and he saw that  did not move so quick as
T ought to have done, he called his son, and told him
to bring his war club; at my hearing this, I caught
hold of my leggins and moccasins to put them on, but
he came iu a great rage aud violence, with a warclub
in his band, and struck at rae with great force, and
would have killed me, bat as { saw the blow coming,
1knoceked off the back part of the cabin and escaped,
otherwise | should have had my brains scattered
through the camp ; but | immediately got my toma-
hawk, aud went about three hundred yards from the
camp, and cut wood enough to burn that night; and
having nothing on my feet or legs, the crust of the snow
being almost hard enough te bear me up, but break-
ing through nearly every step, being knee deep.—
Thus when I had dooe that small task, (as they cal-
led it) my feet and legs looked as if they had beenm
eut and hacked with sickles aud crosscut saws; the
blood pressing forth from each ghastly wound, frem
my knees to my toes; and when the savage-like
brutes saw it. they laughed, and said I had got a beau-
tiful pair of striped Jeggins on, which would make me
rest well, &c.

They used to send me a hunting oftentimes with
the fudian boyx, and someiimes we would be gone
three or four days at a time; at night, after 1 had

B
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made a fire for them, they would make me build an-
other for mysclf; and one time in particular, that we
were out, | supposed that we were within forty miles
of an American fort, and in the morning I came to
the fire as they lay asleep, and took their tomahawks
and almost determined to kill them both, and make
my escape to the American fort ; but 1_took the sec-
ond theught that the woods were full of savages, and
if they should come across my track, and follow me,
they would have ten chances to catch me where 1
had one to get clear of-them; and thought 1 should
have some opportunity of getting away without run-
ming 60 great a risk ; and se concluded it was best to
be as patient as [ could, although | had the tomahawk
up several times to drop it into their heads; but I
forebore striking. :

Not long after that, as one of the Indian boys was
sitting one day in the camp with me alot:e, he on one
side of the fire and 1 on the other, and having his bow
in his hand, and a handfull of wooden arrows, he
would shoot them at me, and after many trials he shot
one into my wrist, which bent the peint against the
bone, I canght hold of a stick, about three inches
thick, and threw at him, and hit him on the side of the
head, which knocked him almost senseless; but it
happened to be when my master was gone, and he
did not get home under three weeks after, and by
that time it had all died away; for I never heard any
thing more about it; although, if my master had becn
at home, there would not have been any such thing
assaving my life; forl was forced to keep out of the
way of the squaws for two days, or they would have
tomahawked me themselves.

By this time of the year corn grew very scarce, and
the meat was very poor, and bat little of it for my
share; sometimes they would kill a raccoon, and my
part of it would be the head without any thing to cat
withit; that was my allowance for a day, and very
often for two or three days, had nothing at all but
what nuts T could tind in the woods, and some other
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trifles. About the middle‘o(f March, as some of the
copper-headed boys were hunting, they found a large
black snake, that was drawn out of the water by a
mink, and breught it to the camp, roasted it with a
squirrel, broke it up fine, and gave itto me to cat; but
as soon as 1 found out what it was, I hove it down by
the fire side, and when my mistress perceived that,
she told me to eat it, or I should not have any thing,
and they never offered me any thing more for three
days. About that time there were several savages
going upon a scout towards the American frontier,
my master and all that belonged with our family. went
with that party, and left me with my mistress; but
there were several other camps, and some remaining
Indians in the neighborhood, who had orders to chas-
tise me, if they saw me saucy to my mistress. e
remained in that place about a week, and some A-
merican Indians,came within ten iniles of us and kil-
led two or three families of the Delawares, which put
our tribe in such a fright, that they fled to their towns,
which were about onc hundred and fifty miles, but
the way we went it was two hundred miles, to kcep
out of sight of somé hostile savages. The way being
very bad that we went, our jourcey lasted three
weeks, and all that time my mistress never gave me
-a spoonfull of any thiug to eat, only what I could get
in the woods, such as ground nuts, and some other
nuts, and having a pack to carry, weighing six(y or
seventy pounds, (that being my daily task,) and fre-
quently could get nothing to eat for two or three
days. Somectimes | would get a peck of ground nuts
and my mistress would take them all from me. One
day I borrowed a gun of an ludian and went a hunt-
ing, to kill something to cat, and by chauce I found
eight large black snakes sunning themselves: | killed
and strung them on a stick, and carried them to the
camp. My mistress looking out, magined I had
some black squirrels, 1 came into camp and threw
down the snakes at the old squaw’s feet, which cnra-
gcd her so much, she threw a tomahawk at me: the
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mext thing that egme to hand was a brand of fire, on
which | was obliged to leave the camp, and did not
return that day ; but when the other savages saw her
that knew of her giving me a roasted snake to cat,
some days before, it pleased them very much, he.
cause they said I served her tit for tat, or paid the old
score; in the evening she called for me, and asked
what ! brought those snakes for, I made reply that
they were to pay her for the one she gave me to eat.
She, believing that 1 was even with her, let it drop,
and it soon blew over, though I fared none the worse
for provisions afterwards. When we arrived at the
Manmee town, | resolved ‘0 make my escape from
the savages. We arrived at the town about the mid-
dle of the afternoon ; and after I had made a camp
for my mistress, we not encamping on the side of the
river that the town was, I took a walk down the riv-
er, to see if | could find acanoe to make my escape
in, which I did, lying under the bank of the river; -
and in the edge of the evening, about nine o’clock,
after the old squaw had got asleep, [ got up and crept
away from the camp, and then had to go one quarter
af a mile through thick bushes te the river; it was
exceedingly dark, and when I came there the canoe
was gone. | was obliged to make all the speed pos-
sible, to get back to the camp, for fear they would
miss me, and | had but just got to the fire, and laid
dewn, before my mistress called to me to make a fire.
On the next morning there came a prisoner by the
name of Morris Doyle, from over the river, and I
went out to work and asked him if he did not mean
to try to make his escape from the savages? He said
he did not know the woods, but if he could get any
one to set off with him he would vo. I told hun that
1 was resolved to go that night. and he said, if we
counld get together he would go with me. and 1 asked
him how we should get together: he =aid his master
had a very nice cauoce, and oftentimes the Indians
would come. after they were vone to bed. to come o-
ver the river, and he bad to get up and fetch them a-
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eross, and he said | must come down when I thought
they were all asleep, and give an Indian haileo, and
he waould get wp and come over the river with the ca-
poe. hud we would make the best of our way down
the river, night and day, until we arrived at some
Christian settlement ; but it happened in my favor—
my mistress went over the river that day, to see her
daughter, and when she came back. she said | must,
goover the river that night, and stay there, to cleay
the land for coru. 'This pleased me very well, for 1
should have a much betfer chance to escape ; and a.f-
ter goinyg over the river where they had sent me to
worlk, | staid there until about sunset, and then asked
Jiberty of the Indian to go and see Morris Doyle ;—
said I had not seen him for a et while, and he told
to.go. so | went to his camp, which was about a mile;
when 1 came there he bad just got over the river from
work ; | told him that he might wake reaty fora start
that night. for the sooner we went the better we could
make our escape; for my master was zone ouf to war,
and all the Indians that belonged to that family, and
I did not think the other savages would follow us so
close as my master; so we agreed to o that night,
and as soon as it was dark | went out, as 1t zoing home,
and lay in the brush until the savages were ali asleep,
and then | came in, very still, and awoke him, and
we  went down to the River where the canoe was
and when we came there, we fouud no paddies
in thecanoe, an' very poor poles, and the water
was six or seven feet deep, and when we had gone
down the river about haif a mile, the Indiau camps
being very thick upon the bauks of the river, they
heard us going down. though it was se dark they could
not =ce us, but there came an Indiau down to the baal
of the river, and called out three or four times, aud
asked who was there—but we squatted down in our
cauoc, and let the current carry us down past them.
We had not gone more than three miles before we
were hailed again by the savages; but we set down
in the canoe uatil we drifted past the camp, and thep
B2
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we went about four miles and there came an Indian
out of his camp, and came down to the river witha
braud of fire in his hand, and spoke in his own lan-
guage, and asked who was there; but we made no
answer, but went on as fast as we could ; we wenton
for an hour and a half, and we saw some person going
down by the side of us with a brand of fire 1n his
hand; I then teld Deyle that it was not safe for us to
go any further in a canoe, for the Indian was going
down to head us, we run our canee ashore, and took
to the land, and I went forward expecting that he was
close behind me until | had got as much as a mile,
then made a halt, and called tim, but could hear
nothing of him ; it would not de for me to tarry long,
for I heard the canoes after us. I went that night
with all the speed it was possible to make, although
it was very slow, for it was exceeding dark, ard about
midnight 1t began to rain; some part of the way I
went on the bank of the river, and the other part
took to the woods, thick and thin, and went through
swamps and thickets ; sometimes 1 would run, and
very often was brought up with my legs against an
old log, which would pitch me headforemost into the
brush for nearly arod. One time as 1 was running,
1 came to a gutter that run through from a pond, and
the bank being almost straight dewn about twelve
feet deep, and it being so dark that I did not perceive
it, and taking one long step frem top to bottem came
headforemost into it, in about four feet of water! but
notwithstanding, I made a shift to force my way thro’.
Any one must suppese that | was not a very little
frightened at that misstep; but when I came to the
bank on the other side, it being something steep, was
very much troubled to get up, and fell back a number
of times, but by good luck at last got out: I travelled
until daylight, avd then went three miles back from
the river into the woods, and eame to a thick swamp,
erept into a hollow log, and lay there until evening,
and then set out on my nocturnal route ; but faring
very hard, and my being much bewildered, did not
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know which way to steer, but travelling about twao
hours, and not finding the river, it was certain T was
lost. 1 then turned another course, and had not gone
more than a mile before | came to a footpath; and
then did not know which way to go, but happened to
take the wrong way, and bhad not gone far before 1
met an Indian in the path. 1 knew that ranning
would not save me, and thought, perhaps, if 1 could
keep close by him, and say nothing, | might not be
mistrusted ; but on vearing him, he asked where 1
was going? I told him that | was hunting after a herse
and had got lost. He asked me what my master’s
name was ? | told bim | did not know, but he was a
Delaware. He then asked me if I thought I could
find my camp alona; my reply was, [ expected that
this path would lead me to some camp that I kuew.
He said there was a camp close by us. Then 1 told
him | would go there with him, snd perbaps should
know the way home from there. He said he was go-
ing there. Then | thought my escape was at an end,
as | could not de less than to go with him, so [ follow-
ed him to the camp, and when we came there he ask-
ed me if | knew the camp ? 1 replied no, but would
. stay there until the next morning, and then would
find the way home.

All this this time he did not mistrust my running
away, from the Indians, bat when we came into the
camp, he told them that 1 was lost, and wanted to
sleep there that night, so that T might fiud the way
home in the morning. But in the mean time, in came
the infamous George Girty, the younger, who kuew
me, and said that | had ran away from the lndians,
for they had been down to his camp that day after
me. When he first came in, he looked at me, and
spoke in the Indian language, and asked them how I
came there. They made answer that | was lost;
but Girty said that [ was a liar, for there were two
that run away from the Indians, and that I was one of
them; and he said the Indians were after us, and had
Yeft word with him to take me up if he could find me,
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Then Girty asked me if I did not run away from the
Indians; 1 told him | did not; he said he beheved
that I told a lie; they directly began to converse to-
gcther, to know what they should do with me.  Gir-
ty said that he would take me home with him. and
the next day take me back to iy master.  All that
while I sat very well composed. asif | could not un-
derstand their language, although | knew if 1 - »uld
get over the river, | should staud a very good : hauce
to make my escape once more.  The next day we
set ofl to his camp, which was about six miles.  He
took good care that 1 should not go bebund. for he put
me forward, following on with a tomahawk iu one
hand, and his rifle in the other; and we went in that
condition until we arrived at the river. and he called
for a canoe and we went across, and soon came to
his camp. DButwhen he came there, his father, and
James Girty. his brother. knew me, and ~everal other
of the ludians, and George Givty asked me where |
wished to go; | told him 1 wanted to go where |
could have betier fare than I had aimong the ludians;
he asked me if they did not give me enough to cat;
I told hum, instead of giving me enough to eat, they
gave me nothing at all. He asked me f I was hun-
gry ;1 told him that some victuals would be very
kindly accepted ; for I had not eat any thing for three
weeks but what | could getin the woods 5 he to:d e
if I would zo and cut some wood and make a fire, 1
shiould have something to cat. It was then eveuing,
anc I cut some wood and made a fire.  As | de~ign-
¢d to make iny escape the first opportunity, | sat by
the fire all right. and made two or three attempts to
get away, but the dogs would hear me, and make
such a barking that 1hie savages would get up 1o see
what the wmatter was; but early in the moring |
heard them whispering together to know what they
shoald do with me.  The old squaws and your. Gir-
ty. sind they would carry me back that day to my
master sz . Hearing this. and not Lving aay
chance to make my escape, made me feel quite down
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bearted; there was one George Whiteeyes whe
eould understaud Euglish, aod perceiving that 1 was
somewhat troubled in mind, asked me what the mat-
ter was; | told him that | heard them say they would
carry me back to my master; | told him | was resol-
ved not to go alive. for | knew they would put me to
the tortare in the most barbarous manuer. He then
_told thern what | said, and they concluded to send
word to the Indians that | wa= there, which they did
by sending young Girty unbeknown to me. Wher he
had been gone about half an hour, a little negro boy
who belonged to James Girty, asked me if I kiew
where young Girty had gone; | told him 1 did uot;
he said he heard themn agree for me to be kept all
that day while they could give word to the Indians.
When | heard this 1 went to old Girty, and asked
him where young Girty had goue; he said he had
gone after a horse that was lost, | was then convin-
ced there was evil determined against ‘me. I told
him it lay i his power to help me, and begued he
wounld. He ~aid 1 had better be coutent to go back,
for he did not think the lndiaus would hurt me, 1
tol-t him he could ot satisfy me with snch stories as
that for he knew better. He said he could not as-
sist me for fear of the Ludians, forif they kvew he
heloned me, they would fall aboard of him; but he
sa d i wmight w0 to James Girty, his brother, and per-
has bie w1 assist me, which 1 did; when | came
to him. he atso told me he ¢ould do nothing for me,
for fear the lndiaus would find it out and blame him.
1 thew arked bim if 1 might go over the river to
M’Daniel’s. who kept a store on the other side. he
said | might go and see him, if | would come back a-
gaw ; I told bim if he was afraid. of my runuing away
he might send his negro boy with me; accordingly
he did.  As svon as [ got over the river 1 told the
boy to staud by the canoe until | ran up to the house,
ad then 1 would come back agair; but instead of
go:eg to che house, | weut inte the woods uhent a
mile, and crept under an old log, and lay there from
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suurice untl dark ; then went to Mr. M’Daniels and
told him my condition, and begged his assistance ;
but he said it was out of his power to help me; that
. if I had been there about two hours sooner 1 might
have had my passage into Detroit, for he had sent
two pettiaugers of packs to that place ; that he feared
the Tndians, and could not assist me. I asked him if
he could help me to some provisions ; he said he had
none cxcept what he bought of the Indians, and was
then quite destitute.  Then 1 began to be almost
di:rouraged for fuar of being taken ; but by chance
there was a prisoner who lived near by, being there,
asked me if I had not made my escape from the In-
dians. [ told him I bad; he told me it was not safe
for me to be there, for the Indians were hunting af-
ter me but a little while before ; he advised me to go
down the river that night, gave me a paddle, and
shewed me a large pettiauger that I could go across
the river to the side that the village was, and said
there I would find a small canoe, and told me to
make my escapc down the river; but when | got
across, and went past the town, [ could find no canoe
except a birch one, and not bcing acquainted with
thew 1 made out but poorly; the wind blew very
fre=h up the river so that it took me quite on the oth-
cr zide, hard by an lndian camp on the top of the
baunk, and the dogs made such a barking that the In-
diuns came out, but it was so dark they could not
dicconer me.  As soon as they were still [ pushed
over to the other side of the river, let my canoe drift,
am! made the best of my way by land. 1 then had
about two miles to travel to get past the Indians; and
to add to my sorrow, through thickets and over
hedge fences, until 1 was almost torn to pieces. Af-
ter | had got about three or four miles past the In-
dian town, I heard two horse bells, at a distance from
the river, went to them, caught one, and took off the
cords that his legs were tied tozether with, made a
halter of them. put it on, and was ,ust ready to mount
when 1 heard the Indians a little distance forward,
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which obliged me to leave the horse standing, and
make the best of my way through swamps and pond-
holes. About twelve o’clock that night | came 1uto
a-small foot path, where I saw an Indian lying aslcep
by the side of the road. revious to his lying down
he had made him a tire, but it was all ont except a
small coal which | happened to see. otherwise 1
should have stepped upon the savage, which gave me
a start, but stepping back softly and creeping by him
-he did not wake. So | went forward that night till
break of day. 1 then went back into the woods a-
bout half a mile, lay down and slept until about ten
o’clock in the norning, and then thought I would
travel a little by day lizht, and went upon the shore,
for the savages were frequently passing and repassing
in the road I went in. After travelling ahout three
miles on the shore, [ saw a camp over the river and
they discovered me~—they gave an Indian whooo,
and [ gave them another; they hallooed a second
time, and [ again repeated the same, which made
them doubt my being one of them, they came down
to 1ue river which was very wide, and the wind blew
exceeding hard up the river, so that it drove them up
stream some ways from me; for there was a long
point made out into the river betwixt me and where
they had to go on shore. and as soon asthey were past
the point, 1 left the river, and went into the woods
about fort yrods from the river, and crept into a thick
tree top that was lying down, wherel hid myself. I
had not been there but a few minutes before the sav-
ages came by, looking after me, until towards cve-
ning. not finding me, they returned back again. 1
rereatned in tius place antit sunset.  When 1 suppo-
sed they were all eacamped for that day, so there
was no danger, I went on my way again, bat had not
proceeded hitl a few roi= when | was met by three
squaws, whicii gave me a start, sipposing there were
Indians close by, bat as it happeacd. there were none
to be scen. T iravelled all thut uisui sometimes on
the run, and then on the walk, sometunes upon the
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sandy shore, and then up in the bushes. My mocca-
sil.s were 60 wo n out that my feet bled, but made the
best of my way until about the middle of the night,
thew. came fo wherr there were two large canoes load-
ed witli skins. which belonged to the savages that
were encamped a. a small distance from the river.
I weat to the canoes to see if there were any thing
to eat, and found a bag full of deer and rackoon’s
skull bones. for dressing skins ; it being very dark,
1took them to be bread—got my hands full, but did
not iry to eat any until | had got some distance from
them, bat when [ did attempt it, found 1 was deceiv-
ed, ar.d was much vexed, after having taken so much
Pains to steal for my life a parcal of bones. 1 made
all speed possible to get away, for fear of the sava-
ges. and travelied until about an hour before daylight,
when | heard a drmm at a great distance off.

] then began to be encouraged, supposing by the
intelligence I had received that 1 was uot far from
gome Christian people. But upon coming dowa, I
found it to be an Indian town, situated upon the oth-
er side of the river, all except two or three camps
which were cevered with flags and stood on the side
of the river where | was, and | went 10 one of them,
and seeing noboby except an old squaw and two small
children, -made bold to go in and warm myself by the
fire, for | was very much fatigued and worn out, and
chilled through with the cold, for it rained and hailed
all night, which inade me very uncomfortable, being
out in the storm ; after sitting down by the fire about
half an hour, the old squaw awoke and made some
movements, so | made the best of my way out of the
eamp, without being discovered ; in the mean time,
it had got to be daylight, and 1 repaired to the river
side. My moccasins being quite worn out, and my
feet s0 sore and bloody, anybody else mizht easily
have taken me on the ground.  After going down the
river about a mile, | camne to a small vilinze of na-
tives, where therc was a store kept by a Frevchiman ;
passing by, and turning to go in, the deor being part-
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ly open, 1 saw the floor covered with drunken In-
dians, and hearing one of them say in their lan-
guage there isa white man, I turned and went round
the house, and there found a hogpen, where the hogs
had just crept out, and crept iu in.their place; but
had not been there long before the Indians came
" round the house, looking after me, but not finding
me, they went in again. Directly a Frenchman
came out of the house, and as soon as 1 saw him,
presented myself to him, and asked him if he could
not assist me; he said he could not for fear the In-
dians weuld find it out and kill him. Furthermore,
he said it was not safe for me to b there, for the In-
dians would soon be up and likely to see me, and
then it would be impossible for me to get clcar; but
ke said I must go ten miles farther and 1 should come
to an Englishman’s house where I should be much
safer than I was there; moreover, he said I must be
very quick in going, for the Indians would be up
after me, and it would not be possible for me to get
away from them. [ immediately went on ten miles,
which I was two hours in going, being very faint and
tired, and iny feet run with bloed. The first house
1 came to was a Mr. M’Cormics. My appcarance
at this time, may be supposed to be dismal—without
clothing—almost starved—my beard and hair long
and frightful.  When I came to the door aud knock-
ed, he bid me come in,and when he saw me in that
frightful situation, he was almost at his wits end, and
cried out, where the devil did you come from? | told
him I came out of an Indian country; he asked me
what the devil brought you there? [answered it was
my misfortune to get among them; he replied that
there was a great many rascaiswhom he would be glad
to have slaves to the Indians all their days. 1 thought
then | might as well have staid among the ludians,
as to have risked iy life thus far, and be so treated.
I then as«ed him if he knew any white people that
lived near by; he sa.d [ would find them dowu the
river. I thought to myself it would be far safer for
C



26 NARRATIVE OF

me to keep round by the lake to Detroit, and not be
seen any more, as [ could not tell a friend from a foe.
When | had gone on about half a mile down the river,
walking along very slowly, and thinking te myself
how Ishould get by some Indian towns undiscovered,
that were on the way, | met a man by the name of
Thomas Smith, an Indian storekeeper; and as soon
as he saw me he asked me which way | was travelling;
I made answer where I could get quarters, though
be knew from my appearance that I had made my es-
cape from the Indians; he next inquired how far I
had come; ! told him from the Maumee town, which
was a hundred and thirty-five miles from the camp.
He asked me if 1 had any provisions ? | told bim it
was the fifth day since 1 had eat any thing but nuts 5
he invited me ir.to his house and said he would help
me to some, which | received very kindly ; for truly
he was the first friend 1 had found on the way. When
Iwent in he gave me some victuals to eat, but [ was
so faint that a very little served me. 1had not been
there more than an hour before the savages came in
pursuit of me, and began to inquire after me ; but
Mr. Smith put me up in his chamber, and kept me
hid there until his boat came (rom Detroit, when he
put me'on board and sent me on my way thither.
But on our way we had two or three Indian towans to
pass by, and the savages were apprised of my run-
ning away, for they bad the description of me by the
dress 1 had on, when | came from them; but the
boat men gave me other clothes to put on, so that
my garb appeared like that of a Frenchman; so I
passed by undiscovered, althongh we lay wind bound
0 an Indian town for some days.

When 1 arrived at Detroit, (April 30, 1793,) 1
flattered myself | was secure from any further insalt
from the savages; expecting the English garrison
would protect poor captives, that fled to them for
protection; and that if 1 was retaken, humanity
wouid plead for me, in case it was called into ques-
tion, supposing the English people deserved the cha-
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racter of being humane. Upon these principles, 1
took the liberty of walking the streets of that place,
seeking for employ, that might enable me to procure
some clothing, being almost naked ; but I was very
roon convinced that I had placed confidence in a
people that were not deserving of it, and that by be-
ing too credulous, had imposed on myself. | had
been there about three weeks before I could believe
my own-eyes. Within that term of time I had seen
many Indians that frequented that place, and could
not but admire how a few days after | was thorough-
ly convinced, by seeing them bring into the English
garrison the scalps of men, women and and children,
for which the English would give them a larze re-
ward, and encourage them to practise their cruelties
upon the Americans. They let them have fire arms,
ammunition and provisions, and also ardent spirits,
to stimulate them to action; at the idea of which
humanity must revolt.

As | was walking the streets in the after part ofa
day on which some savages had come to town with
their scalps and treasure, which had been taken from
the Americans, feeling very melancholy, and not ob-
serving the Indian faces so critically as I ought to
have done, my mind being much enervated by the
frequent disappointments which I had met with, I
was met by two savages that knew me, and said that
Thad run away from my master, and therefore took
me prisoner, and were immediately going to carry
me back to Maumee town. None can conceive the
perturbation of mind which I experienced at that
unlucky meeting, bat those who have been in a sim-
ilarsituation. My pen or imagination would fall in-
finitely short of a just description; for the cruel sav-
ages, eager to begin their torture, and thirsting for
American blood, with their uplifted tomahawks, cry-
ing for vengeance, could hardly be restrained from
putting a period to my life instantly, | begged of
them to spare my life a little while longer, and asked
them if they would not ransom me in case 1 would
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procure them the money. They seemed more paci-
fied, and accordingly were persuaded to go with me
a small distance, to one Thomas Smith, an Indian
trader, whom 1 was acquainted with (being the per-
son that favored wy escape from the Indians, by sen-
ding me to Detroit not long before, and whose name
will ever be pretious to iny memory,) and when we
came to Mr. Smith, 1 infortned him hew my cireum-
stances were, aud that unless he would befriend me,
I should be miserable, lost, and undone, being threat-
ened with instant death ; but in case the Indians de-
ferred it nntil they carried me to my master, it would
be still worse with me, for then they would scalp and
burn me at the stake. He being well acquainted
with the Indians, said he doubted not one word of it.
I then made the most solemn promise to bind mysell’
a servant {o him till 1 had repaid him for his kind-
ness, provided he would redeem me from these sav-
age brates. Mr. Smith being now moved with com-
passion, began to barter with the Indians for my ran-
som, while | stood trembling for fear of an unfavora-
ble issue. I understood so much of the Indian lan-
guage as to be able to learn that they held me ata
great price, and was ready to sink into the dust for
fear Mr. Smith would not give it. At length a bar-
gain was completed, and one hundred and twenty dol-
lars was the price. Mr. Smith paid it, and the In-
dians gave him a bill of me, and departed. Language
is too poor to express the gratitude which 1 felt to-
wards my kind deliverer, who counld have no other
motive in my deliverance than the love he cherished
in his tender bosom for his fellow men, when sutfer-
ing. Diy heart must cease to beat within my breast,
before | can forget that woithy gentleman. Againl
was freed {rom immediate death, and a bound serv-
ant to the best of masters; but in a strange country,
amongst sirangers and only that one friend; naked
and hupgry, and a great ransom to pay. All these
circumstances considered. it was but a gloomy pros-
pect. A person at case could mot enumerate the ob-



MATTHEW BUNN, 29

stacles ] had {o surmount,”to regain my liberty.—
When life is compared with wealth, the former pre-
ponderates ; to rate the estimate, none are compe-
tent, but those who have undergone the trial ; for
when men’s interest is at stake, and life in no dan-
ger, they think the object great; but when life is at
stake, it will command the interest to redeem it,
which will be given up with all imaginable pleasure.
But my case was worse than either, for my life was
at stake, and | had no interest to redeem it ; and had
it not been for my kind benefactor, I bad soon been
numbered with the dead. After I was liberated, I
went directly to work under the direction of Mr.
Smith, improving every moment of the time very in-
dustriously, earning a little here and a little there,
till I was taken sick with the fever and ague, to
which the inhabitants of that place are subject, espe-
cially new comers. My constitution being almost
ruined, from the hardships 1 endured while an In-
dian captive, the fever ran exceeding high, and for
some time entirely laid me up. My spirits were
very low, almost despairing of recovery. Being
destitute of clothing, the cold fits which preceded
the hot, would almost force me to the fire ; and hav-
ing no person to assist me, nor speak one consoling
word, I was almost driven to despair, but in the in-
termission of my fits, would consider better of it,
knowing the obligation I was under to Mr. Smith,
and viewing the many difficulties 1 bad encountered
and surmounted, was encouraged ; and considering
likewise, that it was doing injustice to myself and my
friend Mr. Smith, to give up. The feelings I had
for my kind deliverer wrought a greater eflect on my
mind than my own case; so with patience and per-
severance | cenquered my difliculties, and again
went to my labor and continued so to do for nearly
the space of two years; in which time I had almost
earned a sum saflicient to have paid my ransom ; and
had it not been for an unlucky accident taking place
in avery short time shguld have completed my de-
2
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liverance. But my sufferings were not at an end s
so short a space of time, being again involved in
trouble and difficulty, not with the Indians, as before,
but with British tyrants, that heartless savages with-
out the fear of God could only equal.

About Christmas, 1 went out to the river Letrench,
to clear land for a Mr. Samue] Choat (a hatter by
trade) about 80 miles distant from Detroit, and after
laboring there about two months and a half, being one
day at the raising of a barn for one Henry Boochford,
Itarried till evening, and a company of jovial lads
got together, some of them Americans, who came
there with the idea of taking the oath of allegiance
to George the /1. and by that means be permitted to
take up new lands. Weall being merry with liquor,
began to drink healths. One of my countrymen
drank a health to the king, and damnation to Wash-
ingto, in order to ingratiate himselfinto the favor of
his majesty’s subjects, and demonstrate his loyalty to
the crown of England, as I supposed. 1 was moved
by the insult, and to retaliate,drank a health to Wash-
ington and damnation to the kiog. Henry Booch-
ford immediately accosted me thus,de you damn the
king? Supposinghim to be in a merry humeor, and
not in earnest, I repeated my words. He again said,
what! do you damn king George? 1 replied 1 did,
for what was the king to me ? He still insisted on
whether I damn’d the king. 1 theught him too much
of a critic, and gave him to understand me so ; telling
him he basied himself with that which he had no im-
mediate concern with. One word brought on an-
other ; being a little exasperated,and feeling as much
for my insulted Washington, es he did for his king, 1
inconsiderately repeated my words, and more by say:
ing that | damn’d the king and all the royal family,
and all such fellows as he was, who took their part.
By this time our debates were exceedingly warm,
and continued so for some time; at length the dis-
pute subsided, and 1 expected a good night’s rest
would have settled the matter; butit did not prove
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to be the case ; it only lay dormant a few days, not
extinct. as | expected ; for notl long after, I was vis-
ited by a civil officer. with a warrant to apprehend
me, which he did, and informed me that | wasindict-
ed for high treason. He then carried me to prison,
and put irous on my hands and feet, saying that 1
must lie in that condition till the sitting of the next
sessions, then'to be tried for high treason, and pun-
ished as the law directed in such cases, which was
nothing short of death.

At hearing this, a dark gloom pervaded all futare
prospect of my deliverauce. Thus confined in a
strong prison in irons, and iu that cruel condition to
remain till next sessions, which was to sit in about
ten weeks, and then to be tried, condemned and exe-
cuted, was awful, indeed too shocking for human na-
ture to contemplate. | began to wish the Indians
had prevented this, which they would have done in-
stantly, had I resisted them when they met me walk-
ing in the streets of Detroit. My sufferings were
augmented by the fever and ague, which so enfeebled
me that 1 was not able to walk the prison floor with-
out the aid of some of the soldiers, | was almost des-
titute of clothing, having barely sufficient to cover
my body. My lodgings were equally as poor, only
one old ragged blanket to wrap round me; indeed
my clothing, lodging and boarding were all of a piece,
for one pound of bread and that exceedingly poor,
was my daily allowance.

At length the time of my trial came on, and being
called to the bar, and questioued respecting the crime
alledged against me, I plead not guilty. The court
then proceeded in the business, but the charge could
not be supported against me, as | had not taken the
oath of allegiance to the king, and could not be con-
sidered as one of bis subjects. Therefore, 1 was to
be banished from that place, instead of being hanued
—a happy turn in my favor, (tho’t I) expectiog to he
sent to the United States. Bot they took care to
prevent that; and to be sure of me (expecting the
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American army werc coming the ensuing summer to
Detroit) sent me down the country, about 350 miles,
to Niagara, in order to send me from thence the first
good opportunity to Quebec, there to be put on board
a man of War. On my arrival at Niagara, | was ta-
ken from the vessel and carried before the governor
of that place, and there 1 underwent another close
examination respecting my damning the king, and
every circumstance concerning my situation at that
time, so that he might have it in his power to pre-
vent and cross me in my greatest expectations. Af-
ter he had made an end of his enquiries, he inform-
ed me that | was destined for Quebec, there to be put
on board a ship of war. On hearing this [ stood a-
mazed !—At length | roused from my lethargy, and
on my knees before the governor, tid most earnestly
solicit him to send me to my own couantry, and [ should
be happg; but he refused—saying that what I had
been gullty of gave them the undoubted liberty of
disposing of me as they pleased. He then sent me
from his presence to feed upon my disappointments.

While 1 was meditating upon my penurious circum-
stances, Capt. David Shanks, an officer in the regi-
ment called the Queen’s Rangers, came to me and
asked me how | should like a soldier’s life ? 1 re-
plied not at all, for 1 had suffered too much from it
already, and only wished to see home. He told me
it was by mo means likely that | should see home ve-
ry suddenly, and that | bad better enlist a soldier un-
der him; ifI would consent, he would speak to the
governor, and prevent my being immediately sent
off to Quebee ; if | refused, to Quebec I must go—
and that ina short time. 1 replied that the condi-
tions were exceedingly hard, much worse than I
could have expeeted from any christian people ; es-
pecially by a people who were bound by friendship
and alliance to alleviate the sufferings of unfortunate
Americans. From duty | was sure | was not bound
to serve them and what I already suffered at their
hands was not from any demerit of mine.
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However, the Captain soon convinced me that
standing out would avall me nothing ; it was the go-
vernor’s will, not mine, that would determine the
matter, and that | must be sent where the governor
thought best; He gave me till nicht to consider up-
on it,and then togive him an answer. I weighed
every circumstance, as well as a poor broken heurt-
ed suffering mortal could in such a situation, and de-
termined to enlist; for peradventure an opportunity
might precent, which | was ready to embrace, be 1t
sooner or later, whereby [ could desert the arrey and
go to my friends, whom I longed to see to excess.—
But if 1 was put on board of a ship, all hopes of es-
cape would be at an end. This my resolation I put
in force immediately, by enlisting under Capt.Shanks,
in the Queen’s Rangers, on the 4th of June, 1701,

1 was immediately sent from thence about 120
miles round the lake, to where the rest of the regi-
ment lay. There | was sick with the ague-fits for
some time, but obliged to attend exercise, that they
might make me expert in the use of the firelock. 1
continued there until some time in August, all the
while very discontented and much disheartencd.  As
my intention was to desert from the British tyr.nts,
the means by which to effect iy flight were oy « -
stant study. My countenance plainly demondtrated
my uneasiness, and doubtless the officer who enlisted
me could easily guess my designs.  No artifice could
hide my uneasiness, for it was obvious from my dis-
course to the officer at the time of my enlistivz, with
which my conduct from day to day corresponded,
that it was my intention to desert them the first fa-
vorable epportunity.

So matters went on for some time, watching and
being watcked, till the time arrived which ! had heen
go long looking for. But contrary to my exjccla-
tions, instead of extricating myself from those barba-
rous despots, | became doubly involved, and my suf-
ferinus augmented to such a degree, that my spnrit’
came nearer deserting my body, than my body did de-
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serting the tyrants ; the particulars of which T am now
going to relate.

Previous to my setting off, 1 had frequently con-
versed with many of the soldiers whom 1 knew to be
my friends, (and in the same predicament with my-
self.) on the subject of deserting. They were as fond
of it as | was, but were afraid of the consequences.
They said they were utter strangers to the way thro’
the woods which we must pass; besides it was mor-
ally impossible to avoid being taken up by the sava-
ges. who were as thick in the woods as musquitos.

At length one Samuel Soper, a lad about 19 years
of aze, a new recruit, and who bad lately joined the
regiment, appeared extremely anxious to desert; say-
ing he knew the way perfectly well to the American
frontiers. We immediately agreed to set out the next
evening, and for that purpose were to meet on the pa-
rade ground after roll-call.

Now the ariny was so situated, that there were two
ways by which we might make our escape. As we
lay on the side of the lake, we might go around ‘he
east end, by way of Kingston. Thatlooked ve-
very tedious, for the distance was at least 400 miles,
and we were in a miserable condition to undertake
so Yang a journey through the wilderness, having no
provisions to carry with us. . But my companion in-
sisted upon going that way. saying he was acquainted
with many of theinhabitants; besides he had some
relations on the road, would help us to provisions,
which | conceived we should be very much in want
of. Notwithstauding the other way was much the
nearest, yet there were insurmountable difficulties
to encounter, such as a number of garrisons to pass;
and we must likewise expect to find the woods lined
with savages, and of course be taken up before we
could perform half our journey. 1 must confess |
wished to avoid the red savages, having had sufficient
experience of their harbarity; not that there was
much difference in morals, manners and practice. be-
tween the white savages to whom | was thea a slave,
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and the red savages from whom I had so lately made
my escape. To avoid the fetters of both was my
determination.

According to our agreement, we met upon the pa-
rade, it being about nine o’clock at night, and set off
towards the town, to procure a birch canoe to carry
us round the lake, supposing that would be the best
way, and the least gunarded. We had not left the
parade many minutes before we were missed, being
continually watched. The whole regiment was mus-
tered in quest of us, and depend upon it, we were as
much alarmed as they were. We durst not travel in
the road, buat kept about seven or eight rods distant
from (he shore of the lake. We had not travelled

far before we discovered two parties in quest of us,

oue in boats, the other followed the road to town.,—
It being very dark, which was much in our favor, we
councluded to aporoach vearer the shore of the lake,
knowing that we stood as good a chance of discover-
ing them as they did of discovering u»; accordingly
we leaped down the bank, which was almost perpen-
dicular to the shore, and made a stand to see if we
could discover any hody. lmmediately we discover-
ed two persons walking towards us; we lay still as
thongh we were inanimate. It being very dark, they
did not discover us, to our great joy.

After .they bad passed us, we secreted ourselves
among sonre flood-wood, for there was no chance of
running without being discovered by our enemies,
as they passcd eo near us ar to come close to our
heads. When all was still we ascended the bank,
and made for the road again; bul just as we got
there, we heard somebody coming, and soon saw a
guard of eight or ten men, who passed without dis-
covering us; had we been one minute sooner, we
must have heen taken; but our time was not ceme,
We retorned aziiv to the bushes. and lay there
tremblivg till the const seemed “lear; we then rose
and walked ahout a m-lc into the woods, where we
lay until moruing. Supposing ourselves not safe,
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we went into a very thick swamp, and lay there all
day. Evening heing come, we very cautiously ap-
proached the town about midnight, and luckily found
a bark canoe which we carried to the lake, emhark-
ed, crossed a large bay about four miles, and landed
uron anisland.  The wind springing up and blowing
fresh soon after our landing, we dared not vemture
any farther at that time. Next day, about ten o’clock,
the wind abated ; and about that time my comrade
beginning to think about something to eat, was for
going out into the bay to kill ducks in plain sight of
wherc our regiment lay. 1 endeavored to conviuce
him of the danger of such a proceeding, but he urged
the necessity of baving something to eat. I told him
I thought the risk was too great; and that if he went,
1 would take the boat, proceed on, and leave him to
abide the consequences. He then gave over, and
we went immediately into to the boat, making what
haste we could. About noon we arrived at a large
pond, and my comracde insisted on going ashore to
get some provisions, saying he could not live any
longer unless he obtained some; he grieved very
much that I was unwilling to go ashore, and was sor-
ry he ever set out, having a great mind to return and
surrender himself up ; 1soon convinced him of his
error, telling him that he should never leave my sight
and live, .

Ve now continued our route night and day, as of-
ten as circumstances would permit. Sometimes the
wind would blow so fresh that we dared not procced.
Sometimes one thing, and semetimes another, would
interfere, so thatin four days we gained but seventy
milca. We at length came to where there were some
inhabitants, of whom we got green corn to refresh
ourselves, which we really stood in need of, and
which put new spirits into my comrade. Ou the
tourth duy. just at night, the wind blew exceedingly
hard, so that we were obliged to run our canoe into
asmall creek to prevent her being dashed to pieces;
and on going a few rods up the creek, we discovered
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a family who had lately moved from the States, and
halted there to look at the land.

Now about four days previous to our deserting,
one John Brownrick who deserted from the same re-
giment, went down that way, and got amony the inba-
bitants. They mistrusting that he was a deserter,
sent word to the regiment that there was such a per-
son with them ; upon which a corporal and ten men
were despatched to conduct him back. They arrived
there about an hour after sunset that eveniug, at
which time they had all three got together, as ill- luck
would have it, going down the lake for the purpose
of eibarking on board our cauoe, and proceediu: on
our journey. Just as we were going on board. a
pa t of the guard appeared in sight ; the remaiuder
wentround a pond which was behind us and <o encom.
passed us that ali hopes of escaping were at an end.
When we first saw them, we were instantly going on
board the cance not mistrusting who they were, nor
what was their errand, when | saw a man a few rods
from us. coming towards as. with his arns folded up,
whom | took to be of the camp we bad just passed
throngh, [ told my comrades to look around. and
turning to look myself, we soon learned the truth to
our sorrow ; for the persoic whom we first saw, com-
ing up to us with a pistol in each baud, prescuied
them at oar breasts, saying we were hes prisoners ;—
he at the same time set up a load halloo, which was
aoswered by a number of soldicrs, coming to his as-
sistance from hehind ns.

Imagioe our surprise at finding ourselves taken.—
O, Heavens! thonght I, what more have It siticp
fron these merciless tyrauts? it is tmpossible that I
can endure the disippointment.  But alas! there
was no with:tanding thess ferocity—no time to think
seriously. Driven to the allernative of returninzor
d;u g on the spot : there were ten agumsi three—
the: had args—we had nui.c—the odds forbade a dis-
pute.  They threatened us with i.nmediate death in
casc of resistance, bouund us most ivhumavly, and

a
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dragged us up the bank of the lake. Not contented
with the inhumanity of their treatment to us. at the
time they captured us, they opened our wounds afresh _
by threats and blows. They made us lie on the
ground all night, suffering exceedingly from the tight-
ness of the cords with which they bound our hands
and feet.  In the morning we were most inhumanly
dragged into the boat, which immediately set off for
Head-Quarters.  About the middle of the day, the
wind blowing fresh, they were obliged to put on shore
with the boat and lay there until the nextday. They
still kept us bound, diverting themselves with our
condition, and teiling us of the miseries we must ex-
pect to endure on our return to the regiment ; all
which made a deep impression on my mind, being
well acquainted with the manners and customs of the
English and Indians, and their hatred to the Ameri-
cans. Indeed I had no reason to expect any thing
better than what they told me I sould suffer.

After lying all night on the wet sand, being all three
bound fast together, we were the next morning drag-
ged into the boat as before, and again set out for the
regiment. We had not gone far before the wind died
away, that we were obliged to take to our oars,.—
There being but five of them that went with us in the
boat, they wanted some of our assistance in rowing,
and proposed to liberate us, provided we would row.
Thinking it would be much easier, than to lay
there bound in the manner we were, we agreed to the
proposal i they unbound us, and we applied our-
selves smartly to the oars. We rowed about three
miles, our- minds all the while engaged in forming
plans to prevent our being carried back to the regi-
ment. We at length slightly made signs to rise against
the boat’s crew, and take the boat to ourselves. We
were disadvantageously situated in the boat to begin
the attack, John Browurick rowed with the after,
Sawmuel Soper the middle, and myself the forward
ear in the buat.  The sail being betwixt me and my
eoadjutors, prevented me from ebserving the critical
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moment when the mutiny began. All the fire-arms
were in the bow of the boat, where I was, except one
musket, which lay close to Brownrick. When the
moment arrived which Brownrick conceived to be
the most favorable for our purpose, he took the gun
that lay by him, and presented it to the breast of the
man who steered the boat, threatening him with in-
stant death in case of resistance from him or any oth-
er man of the company. Brownrick then snapped
the gun at him, but it missed fire, which circum-
stance so emboldened our enemies that they com?
menced a smart defence ; one of them making a stroke
at Brownrick with his oar, so timely, and so well di-
rected, that he was knocked down senseless and lay
in that condition for some time, which prevented his
assisting us any more. The sail had prevented my
seeing Brownrick’s motions ; his threats to the man
at the helm, the snapping of the gun, and the sound
of the paddle on his head, were almost instantaneous,
following each other in quick succession, and were
the first notice I had of the matter. | immediately
flew to the arms in order to secure them, and called
to Soper to exert himself in support of our cause.—
Soper thinking the combat unequal, five against two,
stepped into the bow of the boat, and took up a pistol
which lay there. One of the boat's crew then ad-
vanced towards me, to prevent my using the gunl
had taken in my hands ; as soon as he came within
my reach, I struck him on the head with the breech
of my gun, which knocked him down ; the blow frac-
tared his skall, and he lay for some time apparently
lifeless. As 1 was a going to repeat the experiment
on my néxt oppoeer, | was pushed down in the bot-
tom of the boat by a man standing behind me, which
prevented my stroke ; and before I could rise again,
1 was struck over the head with the barrel of the gun
which I broke when | knocked down the man | first
attacked. Soper cocked his pistol, aud presented it
at the head of my antagouist, but instead of firing
the pistol, as he ought to have done, hie cried out for
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mercy in the most moving terms, declaring that he
had no hand in the mutiny, leaving me to support
the cause alone agaiust four rugged oppposers.—
Knowing that farther opposition would be useless, 1
submitted o sclf a prisoner.

The boat’s crew being exceedingly exasperated a-
gainst me, to satiate their revenge, struck me on the
heud most furiously with the pistol, which effectually
put an end to all resistance on my part.  After|
came a little to myself, they ordered me to sit down
in the bottom of the boat, which | did with great sub-
mission. They repeaied the strokes on my head with
the pistol, till | was prostrated in the bottom of the
boat ; they jumped on my breast, and threatened me
with their mahgrance. till Soper and Brownrick
were bound fust,  They then bound me most inhu-
manly, and afterwards bound us all three together,
and threw us into the bottom of the boat, in about
four inches of water. We lay in that condition from
seven o’clock in the morniug, till we arrived where
the regiment was,which wasten o’clock inthe evening.

All this time we spent in silent meditation : hardly
one word escape us, as we had nothing of a very
consolatory nature to say to each other. For my
own part | wished that death would interfere, & fore-
close the expected event : as living in such misery was
equal to the ignominious death we expected shortly
tosuffer. Either ofthe erimes we had beeu guilty of,
demanded our lives. From friendship we had nothing
to expéct; money we had none; the resalt must
therefore be death.  On our arrival at onr place of
destination, some parts of the boat’s crew went on
shore, and gave the officers an account of what had
transpired from the time of their departure iv search
" of us, totheir return. They immediately sent a
guard of 4 @ 'poral and five men to take charge of
us, who dra;zed us from the boat to the shore as they
would have done, had we been dead, shewing us no
mercy. We lay all night under gnard, on the cold
ground, wet to the skin, without any thing to eat or
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drink. In the moriing we were unbound, estorted
from thence by a strong guard to a loathsome prison,
and iraned hand and foot. We begged for some pro-
visions,but they told us we deserved none ; and when
we urged the necessity of having some, saying we
must eat or starve, we were answered that starving
was just what we merited, and that our lives would
soon make atonement for oar crimes. However,
not long after, we drew the prisoner’s allowance,
bread and water, and that very sparingly dealt out to
us. Poor soffering mortals, thought 1, thus entan-
gled aad no hopes of an escape ; no friend to pity or
speak one consoling word to us ; but hundreds on the
other hand, echoing to us death and ignominy. We
were kept inirons fifteen days, and then sent down te
Niagara for trial.  On our arrival at that place, a
court martial was summoned, before whom we were
brought, and eur crimes read to us, which were de-
sertion and mutiny. Browarick being an old soldier
and an old offender, knew the martial law better than
1 did, and objected to our accusalions ; sayingit was
not consenant to law, to try a soldier for two crimes
of equal magnitude, at and one the same time. The
chairman consulted the rest of the court martial on
the subject, and at length agreed to expunge one of
the charges exhibitedagainstus. Mutiny was accor-
dingly erased from the black account. We were
then ordered back to the guard house, and the court
proceeded in the business till they had completed it.
We were then ordered into court to hear sentence
was read, which was that Brownrick and myself were
next day toreceive a thousand lashes each, Soper hut
eight hundted, in cousequence of his tender years;
which favor towards Soper | thought was quite un-
mecessary, expecting that neither of us wouald be a-
ble to survive more than five or six hundred lashes:
and what they did to us after we were dead was of
Do consequence.

The next day the regiment received orders to pa-
rade at one o’cleck in %e afternoon.  Soper ail this

2
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while was in the greatest agony imaginable, crying
and begging for mercy, wringing his hands, pleading
that his tender years and inexperience ought to ex-
empt him from punishment, and alleging that | was
the sole cause of his deserting, by which means he
had incurred the displeasure of the officers, whom he
always leved, and subjected himself to an infamous
punishment. The officers considering his story very
plausible, and knowing that when I enlisted that it
was much against my inclination, seemed inclined to
believe all Soper said against me. 1 reminded the
officers that | was American born ; that it was im-
possible for me to forget my country and my parents ;
that I was not to blame for ceming among them, for-
tune had directed me there ; and had fortune favor-
ed my escape, | should have been rid of their perse-
cutions, which was worth trying for. I owned that
I had enlisted, but not voluntanly ; it was choosing
the least of two evils. The officers heard what they
pleased of my bharangue, paying but little attention
during the whole of it.

At one o’clock the regiment paraded, agreeably to
orders, and we were brought forth to receive our
punishment. Brownrick being the eldest of the three,
was ordered to be flogged first. He was accordingly
tied up, received his punishment, and made out to
live through it. My turn came next. [ bade the
world and all my friends adieu, not having the least
expectation to survive the awful trial. They tied
me up and gave me five hundred lashes. The Doc-
tor standing by, ordered me to be released, telling
them that I could not endure any more at that time.
1 was accordingly taken down but could not stand.—
~ They informed me that on a future day,when Ishould

be able, | must expect to receive the remainder of my
allotted punishment. Soper, who had stood by and
seen the punishment inflicted upon us, almost stupi-
fied with grief, expected to be instantly bound with
the cords from which I had just been released, and
receive the reward of his desertion ; but his eadaver-
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ous appearance so moved the tender feelings of the
officers. that wpon Lis humbly begging pardon upon
his bended knees, and solemnly promising strict
obedience for the future, they accordingly pardoned
him.

Brownrick and myself were then carried to the
hospital, and put under the Doctor’s care, there to
remain till 1 should either die or recover. I must
confess I prayed for death, thinking that it could
be at no great distance, and hoping that it would
come like a friend to relieve me from pain. The
Doctorattended us very assiduously, and a few hours
after the first dressing of my back, I began to be sen-
sible of what had happened to me; for oo cleansing
my wounds, and removing the congulated blood and
mangled flesh (being so cut to pieces, that my bow-
els were almost visible to the naked eye) | felt the
most excruciating pains, which were increased by an
inflamation that began to prevail, in spite of all the
Doctor’s efforts to prevent it. 1 continued in this
situation about nine days, all of which time I lay on
my face, without a moment’s sleep. My wounded
back then began a gentle suppuration,the pain and in-
flamation moderated, and the Doctor began to be en-
couraged, telling me with a smile that he believed I
might recover; which was more than he expected
two days before, as he expected that the inflamation
would terminate in a gangrene. At first | was much
elevated, but then counsidering that | had received but
half my punishment, and that retarning health would
bring with it the other half, my spirits were again de-
pressed. But God, whose wisdom excceds all wis-
dom,and whose ways are past finding out,did through
his infinite mercy support me in the hour of my af-
flictions, and by his mighty pewer extricate me from
impending misery, which none else could have done.
Blessed be his name.

About three weeks after, the inflamation began to
abate ; pieces of fiesh as large as an egg peeled off
my baek in many places; after which my wounds be-
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gan to heal, so thatin a short time 1 was able to walk
“without much difficulty.

About three mouths after, the regiment had orders
to remove to Toroito. heing several days jouruey,
which was to be performed by water ; and on the day
appointed for the embarkation, the troops went on
board the hoats, about sixieen in each boat, and § was
on board, with them. My back was so «ore that |
could bear no clothing on me, except a shirt and a
blanket, which I wrapped round my shoulders. Soon
after we set sail for Toronto, a cold storin of wind and
rain came on ; and notwithstanding my situation, |
was obliged to endure it with no more covering than
my blanket, and that a poor one. The boats crew
being very peevish, paid no more attention to me than
they would have done had ] beeu as rugged as one of
them ; so that from their inhumanity, and the inclem-
ency of the weather, I suffered amaziogly. On our
arrival at Toronto, | was ordered on shore, and frem
thence to the guard house, where 1 was visited by the
Doctor, till such time as my back was almost well,
being four months from the time | was punished. Soon
after the Doctor had dismissed me, | was informed
that the time was drawing nigh when | was to receive
the remainder of my punishment, and desired to pre-
pare myself to receive it. I told them that I could
not undergn the operation and live ; they told me that
was my look-out, and left me to consider of it. Af-
ter a short pause, I came to the resolutio of murder-
ing myself, preferring and instant death to a lingering
one; bhutupon a second thought, my seuses revolted,
fearing the awful consequences of appearing before
an offended Deity with the crime of self murder to
answer for. In the mean time, while | was medita-
ting on my present circumstaunces, | was notificd to
make myself ready against the next day.to receive
the remainder of my puinushment. O! my dear friends
and countrymeun thiuk on my deplorable circumstan.
ces. Father of mercics, lend me your aid to endure
what 1s inflicted upon me, and sanctify it to my ever-
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lasting good. After giving vent to a flood of tears,
my convuised breast hecame more resigned to my
fate, supposing my time to be short in this transitory
world, and a life of endless duration soon to com-
mence.  So greal were my expeciations for changing
this world for a better, that | could have heen will-
ing to taste instantly the bitter cup of death, and to
resign my poor afflicted soul into the hards of God
who gave it me, and my body to the dust, from whence
it was taken. All thoughts of suicide vanished, and
I became more resigned to wy fate; Tonly wished
for presence of mind, fortitudeand persevereance, till
I'had finished my course. The time at leugth arriv-
ed for me to prove my resolation ; the reghment pa-
raded, and a guard came to escort me to the place of
punishment ; after | came there, 1thought it my <uty
to plead with the officer to spare my hife, which he
did. The officer seemed to hearken to my prayer,
and examined me with greatl circamspection. respect-
ing my damning the King,and what were my motives
in doing it, and the reason why | deserted. and after 1
was taken, how | dared to have a recourse to mutiny ;
and farther who were my accomplices,l informed him
with great submission, saying, | was as much to blame
as either of the others, and no more, notwithstaiding
Soper’s evidence against me ; for we would have all
goue clear if we could, which was evident from our
rising against the boat’s crew, notwithstanding our
infertority in numbers : but what was done could not
be re-called, and if | could be forgiven, I would in
future behave myself in all respects as a good and
faithful soldier. ~ Upon the reception of my coufes-
sion, the officer put his hand into his pocket, and
took out my pardon, which was from the Governor,
and read it to me, which sc moved my feclings of
gratitude to God. in mcrcy to me, that | behaved
morve like an idiot thuu a man of sense. | hopped
and skipped about the cirele of soldiers that had en-
compassed me for nunishcid, thanking heaven for
my kinddeliverance from the immediate jaws of death.
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The officers appeared not a little pleased, suppo-
sing they had conquered me with judgment mingled
with mercy. 1 was then ordered to join the regi-
ment. accordingly | did, and there I soon learned the
reason of the abatement of the remaiuder of my pun-
ishment. 1t was Soper’s conduct that gave rise to it;
for he at the time of our trial, accused we of being
the sole cause of his desertion, and consequently pro-
moted the mutiny, to which be declared he was not
anaccessary, and the part which he acted was not on
account of the circumstahees of the case in which he
was so suddenly involved, and in evidence of the
turpitude, he said he laid hands on no person, and the
taking up the pistol and presenting it as he did, was
doue through confusion of mind, witnessing that at
the instant 10 which he presented the pistol at the
soldier’s head, he cried out for mercy, and delared
bimself innocent of the rising; and on these eircum-
stances, at the time when I received my punishment,
Soper received his pardon, and orders to join the re-
giment,which he did immediately. A shorttimealfter,
this honest, innocent Soper, deserted them ; they pur-
sued him, but to no purpose ; he etfected his escape;
a happy circumstance for me, for the officers were’
by that convinced Soper was an imposter, and that |
was in agreat measure right in what I related to
them of his conduct, at the time we deserted togeth-
er, and afterwards; therefore discharged me from
the remainder of my intended punishment. My cap-
tain was humane, and | suppose a good advocate in
my favor; he never seemed to take any delight in
the punishmnent of a soldier, nor I believed ever en-
couraged the soidiers in complaining of one another,
but would chide them smartly when they came to him
with complaints, telling them that half to the com-
plainaut was as just, where punishment was to be in-
flicted, as it was when interest was to be accumaula-
ted by it; but | must coufess the officers had it not
n ll_neir power to do justice Lo the soldiers at ail times,
for it was impossible for them to kuow the right ef
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the case, the soldiers were so combined together. 1
believe there scarcely ever was a more vicious set of
mortals collected from the four cormers of the globe :
they consisted of refugee. English, Scotch, [rish,
Datch and American cowhoys, except some poor
Amwmerican captives which were purchased of the In-
dians, and by some artful means forced into their ar-
my. ledeed an honest soldier could as well live in
the fire as to live with them ; for if he would not do
as they would have him, they would tell him they
could easily put him out of their way. They fre-
quently sent off parties in boats on duty, to some
place where they wanted provisions collected, or for-
age, with an orderly officer to oversee themj and if
the otficer was not quite agreeable to them wheu on
shore, they wouid purposely knock him overboard,
row off, and leave him to drown; and when they re-
turned the officer would inquire into the matter, but
to no purpose; for the boat’s crew would swear, one
and all, that the deceased fell overboard by mere ac-
cident, and thé circuinstances were such at that pre-
sent time, that it was out of their power to save him,
and matters were obliged to pass off.

After | had been in the regiment a few weeks, and
had recovered my strength in some neasure, one
day my captain came to me, and asked me if ] should
like to go a little distance frown the army, and go to
work clearing land. ] told him it would be perfect-
ly agreeable, if 1 could hiave compeny; he bade me
choose one to go with me; accordinuly 1 chose one
Thomas Keunning, a native of Old Hartford, and off
we set, bnilt us a hat according to our captain’s direc-
tions, and went to work. Now | was considerably
indebted o my captain, for when I was sick he provi-
ded me with a nurse, aind would advance money for
me when | wanted necessaries ; and gratitnde forbade
my not serving him. But after we had labored
there till the ensing April. we conciuded we had
done sufiicient to discherae nurarrea:ages.therefore,
under no obligation to kg or capiain, and if we
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staid any longer, we should work no more money in-
to our pockets, and concluded to set vfi' the first good
opportunity 5 accordingly we packed up our duds,
. and ahout three day’s provisions that we had in camp
with us, and on the 27th Jay of April, at eveninyz, we
set off, hope and fear counstantly alternating, watch-
ing and praying for our personals afety,and marched
on to the shore to fiud a canoe, for by water we must
go. and the Indians must find us « canoe. After we
came to the shore, we travelled on abont twc¢ miles,
and found a canoe; but the India:us were asleep hard
by it. ludeed so near were they, we thought it im-
practicable to steal it; buat we couid find vo other,
an:d comething must immediaieiy be done.as we soon
should be missed. and the Indians likely woald avnke
—we agreed to try our skill, went softly as pos<ble
to the caunoe, took i1t up, and returned back undiscov-
ered. then launched it iuto the lake. got into it, and
paddled off with ail possible specd round the lake,
and by daylight we were sixteen miles from the regi-
ment; then we went on shore. and carried our canoe
into the buches, and there we lay concealed until
twelve o’clock, and ohserving nothing moviiy that
would molest us, we set off, and with our paddies al-
mnst made ovr little birch canoe Iy 5 we watched and
trembled as we proceeded, kecping close in with the
shore. that in case wc were chused by boats, we might
quit oars, and fly to the woods. After we had ot
about three miles upon our serond set out, we disco-
vered a large sail boat muking after us; we immedi-
atcly made for the shore, up with our canoe, and re-
trealed to the woods: but the boat pussed without
dr~covering us, and made round a point of land ; then
we had tears that they had discovered us, and were
gning about three miles round, and then to come up-
on our backs. and cut us off from the woods. We
instantly hid our canoe, took up our picks and
marched into the wooils, about one mile, there de-
posited our packs in a thicket of bushes, and weut to
see 1l we could discover any thing more of the boat,
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and whether they had landed or not ; and when we
came where we expected they had landed, we saw
them at a good distance, going on their way; then
our fvars abated, and we rcturned to our packs,
and from thence to our boat, and carried our boat to
the water’s edge, in order to proceed on; but seon
.discovering a boat with Indians a small distance ahead
of us, we nimbly retired to the bushes, and were not
discovered by them. We concluded not to venture
round that point of land, bat to carry the canoe across
it. being about three miles to the lake ; accordingly
we did so, launched our canoe and set off for the op-
posite shore ; it had got to be the dusk of the evening,
but we supposed we could plainly see the opposite
shore, and after we had paddled till the middle of the
night, we could not discern any land at all, the wind
rising, and scon blew most violently, raising an awful
swell. the agitated lake tossing us upon the surface of
the water,then down again into the trough of the sea ;
the next sea would meet us and raise us again, so that
we would rise and fall at each alternate swell near-
¥y ten feet. and expected every moment to be swal-
lowed up by. the tide.  Our hout would oftentimes
take in two or three gallons of water, which we in-
stautly baled out with our cauteen, which we had
fitzed for that purpose. by taking out onc of the hrads,
Pre vions to onr attempting to cross.  In this wwtul
prodicar ent we remaced till ahout an hour betore
duricti wien wearnved at the shore, and attenapt.
ed tuding, but mof mucn dillier it in performing the
teek 5 the swells ran hiJl. and when & stepped feom
the canoe | held her f:t by oie hand; bui berng
chiited mith the eold sod nater baving sat wab-itand
hi b in the tatier fiom necer hit ) kod Jost the vse of
- logs. and the sweil. whew returning frcin the -iove
wo od carry we with it tercor cweive feet back into
the tale, and when 1t refur ed. world drive me w-lh
the canoe on {hweshoreagain ; at!
scif. avd held ber tll the swell Liad gone out. snd
then instantly dragged ‘El out of the reach ef the
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swells, and then my comrade got out, but could
not stand. 1 fell to chafing him till he began to be
warm, and by that time the day began to dawn. which
warned us to retire into the woods for our personal
safety. We took up our canoe and carried it into
the bushes, and hid it, then went on ourselves till we
were far enough from the shore to be out of danger,
and then struck a fire, stripped off our wet clothes,
dried them, warmed ourselves, eat a few mouthfuls
of our provisions, and were not a little pleased to
think we had so fortunately escaped thus far from the
regiment. After we had sufficiently dried our cloth-
ing, and rested our weary limbs, we concluded to re-
turn to our canoe, carry it to the shore and proceed ;
for we had no time to spare; but to be too hasty in
our march would be equally dangerous, and we hard-
ly knew when we were too fast or too slow ; for our
escape depended much ona well timed march.—
When we came to the shore, we found the wind had
much abated ; in a short time it was calm, and the a-
gitated lake much quieted. To our great surprise
we found the lake much broader where we crossed
the proceeding night than we expected, forwe could
not discern the opposite shore from which we came,
and afterwards learned it was 24 miles across. We
again set off, keeping close in with the land, and
went about three miles; then went on shore, the
wind again blew fresh, whigh preveated our going a-
ny further till it moderated ; we left our canoe by the
shore side, for there was a small village in sight of us,
and the laud cleared for some distance round it, and
if we had carried our boat with us, we should have
been discovered. We went to the woods and tarri-
ed till the next night, undiscovered by any of the in-
habitaots ; then we returned to our canoe, and found
it was beat to "pieces by the swells. Now we were
in a sad predicament, and deterniined to retire about
ten miles to a neighboring wood, which we did, un-
discovered, and placed ourselves ina thicket of brush ;
there we gave ourselves full liberty to speak, think
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and consult freely on our circumstances ; we had not
so much to fear from Indiaus as we had before, as we
were out of their course, besides, that we had passed
the most formidable part of them ; the white people
were now most to be feared by us; at length we a-
greed to follow the lake till we arrived at Niagara,
and accordingly set off, and travelled for five days
and a half ; but meeting with large ponds and impas-
sable swamps, that we were obliged to go round, and
which led us about ten miles from the lake, which in
gome measure lost us, concluded we had gone far e-
nough ; accordingly shaped our course for the head
of the lake, and after we had travelled about ten
miles, we arrived at the lake, about eight miles below
where we expected; then retired again into the
woods, and set ourselves down to rest, in a place
where we were secure from all but strolling parties
of English and Indians ; the Indians were what we
most feared, for they always had a large dog with
them, and their dogs would be as likely to find us, as
to fiud game, and would not leave us when found,
soouer than they would leave a buck. We continu-
ed there until dark, interrupted by nothing in reality,
though imagination would rouse us; then we mar-
ched on very cautiously to the head of the lake, to
Niagara, and ata distance from the fort, viewed it,
secing nothing stirring to molest us; our being well
acquainted with that place gave vs some advantage
in secaring ourselves ; we koew their castoms, their
travels by night and day, and governed ourselves ac-
cordingly. Weagreed to take the river Niagara,
where it empties into Jake Ontario at Fort Niagara.
aud follow it, to see if we could not findan Indian ca-
noe to pass the river; we travelled about six or eight
miles, but found nothing to help ourselves ; then we
returned within sight of the garrison, and observed
nothing stirring that would harm us ; we shaped our
course for the Genesee country, and travelled on
till daylight began to dawn; we then retired to a
#hicket of brush at some distance from the road, and
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there lay waiting the approach of night witlegreat im-
patiency, oar provisions being almost spent, and no
means in our power to recruit them, and also .excee-
dingly fatigued with our journey, and weakened for
waat of the common comforts of life; but the muag-
nitade of our object supplied the place of provisions,
apd the hopes of our future enjoyments cancelled the
pastand present hours of adversity. Notwithstand-
iDg. our case was urgent, and there was no time to
be lost; thus urged on to improve industriously eve-
ry minute of our time, for we must in case we did not
soon complete our undertaking, perish with hnnger,
or fall a sacrifice to Britisth barbarity.

About twenty-one miles from Niagara, there wasa
garrison kept by the English, called Chippawa (an
Indian name) by which we must pass, and from that
at the distance of about eighteen miles another gar-
rison, being Fort LErie, the river Niagara passing be-
twixt that, and the Genesee country, which could be
crossed no other way than in ferry boats ; o that we
had nearly forty miles then to travel before we could
arrive at the Genesee country ; however, we encour-
aged each other, and inthe dusk of the evening set
out witha considerable share of fortitude, and a de-
termined resolution to persevere. The inhabitants
being very thick, we were obliged to keep the woods
as much as possible ; thus we travelled on till we
came to the Chippawa varrison ; thus we were obli-
ged to take the road, travelling on till at length we
met five or six meu standing in the road ; coming up
to them, they accosted us, how do you do, gentlemen ?
We answered them as politely as possible.-and with.
out any visible concern; they asked us where we
were bound ; | answered, to Detroit. Whither do
you come from? | answered from the States. What
parts? | answered, Schenectady. One of them in.
formed me he came from there not long since, and
did 1 know any of the people of that place ? answer-
ed him that I made no particular acquaintance with
any person, as my stay there was very short; for
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soon after my arrival, [ took boat and came directly
“to Detroit ; and to prevent any farther inquiry. I
bade them all good night, and passed on. We had
not got far before we met three more, who examin-
ed us alittle. | answered them and moved on, be-
ing considerably alarmed expected to be taken up,
or that an attempt would be made to take us up,
which would be ncarly as fatal ; but we met with no
more interruption till we came near the garrison;
then we had to scck for the bridge, which was not far
from us; we went on with much cantion ; at length
we discovered the bridge. a centinel placed not far
from it, and on the left side of the road, at a small
distance. was the garrison ; on the right stood a large
store-house ; we made for the back side of it, and
got there unbeknown to the centinel, and when he
walked from us we could creep along, and when he
€ame towards us, we lay still, till atlength we got on
the bridge ; then we wcre discovered. and ran with
all speed across the bridge, betaking ourselves to the
woods, and travelling about two miles, and there se-
creted ourselves in a thicket of brush rejoicing at our
good fortune in making our cscape thus far. We
took a short nap now and then, till night coming on,
we set ofl. following the woods not far distant from
the road that led to Fort Erie, till we arrived at the
river Niagara,near the fort, We searched very close-
ly for a boat to cross the river, but could find none ;
then we set off down the Niagara, and travelled a-
bout six miles, and coming to Col. Powell’s near the
river side, we found a large boat which would have
carried a dozen or 15 men. Weimmediately went on
board, and set ofl’ from the shore ; but meeting come
ice, we drifted a little way, and landed upo an Isl-
aud ; then one of us went on shore, taking hold of the
boat’s painter, the other in the boat, withan oar kept
her off from the shore, and dragged the boat round
the Island ; then set off again, and arrived on shore
about two hours before daglight, and made our boat
fast then retired to the woods, and sat down secure-
E2
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ly. and took from our pockets all the provisions we
bad left, which was only about two ounces of bread
a piece ; we ate it; and had eighty miles to travel
before we could arrive at the Genesee Settlement;
but we were much encouraged. not doubting but we
should soon arrive among our friends and relations,
We again set cut, and travelled till we came to a foot
path thatled from Fort Eyie to the Genesee ; and for
fear of meeting with Indians, we retired some distance
from the path, and lay there until about one the next
moroning; the moon rising. we steered by that, and
travelled till daylight, then retired as before ; and so
lying by in the day. and travelling by night, in two
days we arrived at the Genesee, after a tedious trav-
el of ten days in the woeds, without any thing to cov-
er us but the heavens, and enly three day’s provision.

We set out on our journey the twenty-seventh of
April, and arrived on the seventh of May, in the year
1795, where we were cordially received by the inha-
bitants, and most kindly treated.

Perhaps my readers may be desirous to know whe
my comrade was that came with me, and the place
of his abode ; bhis name was Thomas Kenning, a na-
tive of Old Hartford, who, being taken by the Indians
not long afler | was, carried to the Manmee town,
from which place I had but a short time before deser-
ted. The lndians not fancying him, for he did not
understand business very well, sold him to an Indian
trader for five pounds; the Indian trader sent him to
Detroit, to labor, thereby to redeem himself, and it
was there | got acquainted with him. Being very
Antimate, we kept together; and after | had enlisted,
to continue in company he also enlisted; and after
taking the oath of allegiance we each received oar
bounty. which was ten gnineas. So that from the
time of our acquaintance to the present day. is some-
thing mere than two years and a half. He beinga
shoemaker, went imicdiately to work, after our ar-
rival at Genesee; and alier | had recovered in some
measure {rom the fatigues which | underwent on our
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jeurney, and from the bad state of health which T was
m, went to work to get me some clothing and money .
to bear my expenses home. What | earned, and
what the inhabiwauts kindly hestowed upon me. bro’t
me safe to Rehohoth, on the first of October, 1795,
[ emitted 1n the first part of this journal, to finish
the account of my friend. Mr. Smith, who ransomed
me from the lndians.  After | was put in prison for
damniinzg the king, 1 was indebted to Mr. Smith, and
all probability of his recovering any more of me, was
at an end, he expected me to be hanged : but it prow
ed more favorable to me, than he or I expected ;
some time after | had eulisted, we happened to meet
and he seemed very glad that my life was apared ; and
after some talk, he asked me if | was willing to make
a settlement with him; accordingly we settled ac-
counts and found a balance due to him of something
more than fifteen dollars ; he kindly asked me ifcould
let him have a small part of it, without much injuring
myself. 1 told hm I felt a pleasure in helping him,
and went directly to a friend that kept my money
that 1 had taken for my bounty, and gave him his
pay to a farthing, which pleased bim well; he then
wished me well, and we parted, and I never saw him
afterwards ; for soon after, the Indians went to fight
General Wayne’s army, and a great number of the
first characters in Detroit dressed themselves in dis-
guise, and went with them, to encourage them; aad
in that action my friend Mr. Smith, waskilled, with
meny other white people of that place.
Morris"Doyle, (who left the Indians at the same,
and who accompanied me,till we quit the canoe,)be-
ing an old countryman, and not used to the woods,
eould make no hand in travelling in the night; he
soon lost sight of me, returned to the boat, and em-
barked for he knew not where, bat kept on till he ar-
rived at an island in the fork of Glaze River, and
there went on shore, supposing he had mace the main
land, and set his canoe adrift; but after daylight he
too late discovered his mistake; for ke was so com-
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pletelv encompassed with wdter, that he could not
get ofl. without the Indians come & carried him. He
walked round the island. to see ifany body appeared,
so that he might go off; and about twclve o’clock he
observed an Indian coming dircetly to the island, to
to hunt; when the Indian was ont of sight. Doyle
took his canoe and made his escapc from the lsland
to the shore of the river; then making the best of his
way down the river five or six inttes, but beiug with-
out provisions, he called at an Indian camp, The
Indians at the camp having heard that Doyle had es-
caped from the Indians up the river, took him inte
safe keeping. and sent word that he was in their pos-
session. Upon this, they iminediately came and took
Doyle into custody, and were about to put him to
death. when there happened to be an Indian trader
pre-eut, by the name of Robert Wilson, who bought
Duste for two half joes and sent him into Detroit. 1
afterward- saw him at that place, and labored with
hinca number of days; but having gone out with a
party of the King’s Surveyors, he broke his leg and
died in the woods.
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PATRICTIC SONG.
ST. CLAIR'S DEFEAT—By M. Buxy.

=@ SHE I

NoveEnser the fourth, in the year ninety-one,
We had a sore engagement near to Fort Jefferson ;
St. Clair was our commander, which may remembered be,
Since we have lost nine hundred men in the western territory.

At Lexington and Quebec, where many a hero full,
And likewise at Long-Island, as I the truth can tell,
For such a horrid cuinage my eyes they never see,
As happened on the pluins near the river St. Mary.

Our wilitia were attacked jusi as the day did break,

But soon were overpowered and forced to retreat ;

Then they killed Capt.Oldham.Lament and Briggs likewise,
Such horrid shonts of the savages that seunded thro’ the skiess

Young Major Butler was wounded the very secend fire,
Whose manly breast did swell with rage,and forced to retire:
Like one distracted he appeared, and thus exclaimed he,—
‘- These fiends of hell shall win the field,or revenged I will be.

We had not long engaged wheu General Batler fell,
Hecries, *“ my boys, [ am wounded,pray take me off the field;
My God! he cries,what shall we do,we'rc murder'd every man,
Go charge my valient heroes, and beat them—if you can.”

He turned his back against a tree & there resigned his breath:
And like a valiant hero, sunk in the arms of death :

Ten thousand seraphs did await, his spirit to convey,

And through the bright ethereal they swiftly bent their way.

We made a charge, and gained the ground, which did our
fears abate,

But soon were overpowered, and forced to retreat,

They took from us our cannon, which grieved our hearts fuli
sare, ' .

Such horrid shouts of tfiumph like hell-heunds they did roar,

We made acharge and gained our guns, we fought like bearts
of steel,

Till many a brave American lay slaughtered o’er the field,

Then they killed Major Ferguson, which caused his men to

Gry, X .
Pen't be ydismayed, says Capt. Ford, we fght until we die.
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These words he had scarce uttered, when he received a ball,
And likewise our Lieutenant Spear down by hisside did fall,
Stand by your guns,says gallant Ford, for I am ot yet slain,
I will lay me down and bised a while, and rise & fight again.

Says Major Gibson to his men, my boys be not dismayed,

1 am sure the Pennsylvanians they never were afraid.

Ten thousand deaths I'd rather die, than they should win the
field, .

Soon he received a fatal ball, which cansed him for to yield.

Qur cannon balls were all eoon spent, our artillery men were
slato,

OQur murketry and riflemen a firing did suetain,

Three hours or more we fonght them there, and then were
forced to yield,

Whilst three hundred bloody warriors stood hovering round
the field.

8ays Major Clark, my heroes bold we can no longer stand,

Therefore we will form in order the best way tbat we can.

The word retreat sounded around, which raised a hue & cry,

Then helter skelter through the the woods, like loet sheep
we did fly.

We left our wounded on the field, O heavens! what a stroke,

Some of their thighs were shatiered, and some their arms
were broke ;

With tomahawks and scalping knives, they robbed them of
their breath,

In fiery flames of torment then tortured them to death.

To mention my brave officers is what I mean to do,

No sons of mars ne’er fought more bold, or with more cour-
age true ;

To Captain Bradford I belong, of the artillery,

He fell that day among the slain, and a valliant man was he.

There is Kelly and young Anderson, whose names shail be
revered ;
They fought like brave Americans, but death was their
reward.
Full twenty paces ip the front they of their men did go,
Their :lnumy soon marked them out and proved their over-
hrow

There is Purdy and young Bates, subalterns of great power,

So boldly they led on their men, three-quarters of an hour,

Till they were slain upon the field, like saints re signed
were they,

There Bates smiling said,fight on,while blesding thus he lay.



MATTHEW BUNN. 59

Young Major Dark received a ball close by his fatherd side,
These feeble hands shall be revenged on my sun's death he
cried,
He quickly drew his sword in hand, and through the ranks
he flew,
And like a brave Virginian the savage there be slew.

Of all the men that fell that day, young Major Hart was best;
One pleasing consolation, his soul bas gone to rest,

No blooming chief was there to frown, alas, his zlass is run,
He has gone to future happiness, and dwells beyond the sun.

The day before our battle fifteen hundred men we had,

But our old gouty general had used us very bad,

He whip't, and hung, and starved his men, in barbarous
cruelty,

Thue negro like he did behave, on the western territory.

Come all yon brave Anericans, lament the loss with me,
It was by bad mismanagement, as you may plainly see,
This is the ending of my song, excuse me if you please,
St, Clair's Defeat it may be called, so praise it at your ease.
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