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THE A uthor of the following pages will 
makl' but a v, ry short apology for I'''-pub

.lishing the following hi::;tory of his aov"n
tures. To' inform the public of tilt' barbari
ty and inhu~nanity of the red and white Sav
ages, and amus!' the reading part of commu
nity, were amongst the reasons for its publi
cation. 

The author will not withhold, from a gpn
erous public, as a further reason,' that he 
hopes sume pel .• miary aid towards th(· sup
port of a numerous family, from the sal" of 
it. The hardships and suffr·rings to which 
he has UPt'n subj"cted, lluving brokendt>wA 
his once vigorous constitution. 

THE AUTHOR. 



N ARRA TIVE, &c. 

-
My HONORED FATHER lived in Brookfield, Mas-

8achusetts, and engaged in the American army, in the 
tirst year of the Revolutionary war, at Roxbury, and 
died the same year, ) 779. 

Being about the age of nineteen years, I enliste4 
undel' Ensign JOHN TILLINGHAST, of Providence, 
for an expedition against the Indians, in the year 
1 i9!. When the period arrived when I must quit 
my home, orders were received for a part of the sol
diers, viz. twenty·eight in all, to embark on hoard a 
vessel destined to convey us towards the western 
~olJntry, in which we went as far as New-Brunswick, 
under the command of Lieut. Shearman. On our 
pa,;sage to New-Brullswick, we had bad weather, 
though ~e arrived there in ten days; we remained 
there about five days, and then being equ-rpped with 
0111' gllns and accoutrements, we marched towards 
Pltt~bllrgh. The' weather was exceeding hot, which 
made our journey very tedious. We arrived at Pitts
burgh sO,lletime in August, where Lieut. Shearman 
resigned and went home, and Ensign Balch, of Bos
ton, took the command of the detachment, to head
quarters. We remained there about three \\ f'eks, 
when we received orders to g,) duwll the Ohio River. 
The boats we went down in, were of two inch plank, 
of white oak; the length of them was about forty 
feet, and about sixteen wide, and they rowed with 
four oars, and three men at each oar; aud over the 
top of each boat there was a roof like the roof of a 
building, for a defence a~ain6t the Indians firiug from 
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the shore; though one night we received seyeral 
shot, from them, but there was no man hurt j and so 
we continued our route night and day, until we arri
ved at Fort Washington where we joined the lIIain 
arm)" which consisted of about two thou~and men; 
lind we remained there about two weeks. Then we 
rerei\ed ordcn to march for the Miamis, ahout twen
ty-five miles,and there made another halt, aorl built
a fort. nhich is called Fort Hamilton, and the main 
army repaired to said fort: but I was ordered another 
way on command; fir-t going twenty miles down the 
Ohio River, and then entered into allother small 1'1 vet 
called Big MialIli, that leads to Fort Hamilton. From 
the··",· we advanced about forty miles farther; this 
cOllllllalld \\ as under Ellsign Cobb, of Tauntoll, and 
5er~eallt Holley, of Rhode-Island, anJ consisted of a 
florporal and twenty-four privates, which went to 
guard the boat load of provisions by water. This 
boat drew about eighteeu inches water, but the ri ler 
belllg lower than we were aware of, we were obliged 
to ,l,-,w the boat by main strength, in places oftifty 
~nd ail hundred) ards at a time, in eight or tell incllCs 
of wat"r, which <:aused us to be eight days on that 
passage. On the tifth day at night, we encamped on 
tbe ballks of the river, all except the boatmen, who 
t!aitl they would sleep under the ba"ks of the river, 
by the boats. wbich they did. We kept tloe gllard 
Qn the ballk of said rivcr for fear of the h.dians; and 
just at day light one of the guard looked dow II the 
ballks and cried out. then' are I"dialls! Pe had no 
sooner spoke thall the Indians fired at the boatmeB 
und,'r the bank of the rilcr; and as the mell 1"<.-(" up 
there was a ball strll('k the bushes about six iudle. 
above their heads; but fortunately thert' was •• 0 o,an 
hurt. \\' e were all immertlately alarllled. A "nail 
party went 1Il pursuit of them. and got sight of (he 
IndIans wLo were 011 hors('s, aBd fired at them j on 
our liri,,>!, at them they dropped their packs. and 
60,~tf' .;.J":It·S, Rllrl ~everal tJ'ifiillg things_ whll'illt.ey 

had stole from the inhabitants the night before, whick 
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we eot; one the balls struck an Indian on his rnmp, 
but his stooping forward on his horse preventecl his 
being mnch hurt, but cut his hlanket from bis rump 
to hi9 ~honlders; for, after I was taken by the In
dians, I found out that my master was there at that 
time. thou~h , never dared to let him know that I was 
in that party; but he often told me how lIiuh one the 
Indians came bring shQt. The horses they had sto. 
len out of Judge Si,·nrnool's stahle, about twelve md8S 
below Fort Wa~hin:::toll, and they were pursued so 
close. and our tiring upon them gave them such a 
fri~ht. that they went several miles back on the same 
w".' they came, whic.h gave the party a crance to 
come lip with them, which they did, and pllrsuad 
them so close through the swamp, that the inhabi
tants got their horses again; but the Indians made 
their escape and went otr. 

\\' r moved on our way with our boats, but the wa
ter beillg so low, we maoe a very poor hand of get
tin~ along with it, t!llough we went about nine miles 
that day; and at night we encamped upon as clear a 
place as we could find, for fear of the Indians coming 
upon us; and there was a guard of a ~ergealJt, corpo
ral. alld nine privates, and two sentillels stood at 
some distance from the camp, to ke~p wateh that no 
Indians c~me upon us unknown. Dut about ten 
o'clock in the evening. some Indians caBle creeping 
up to the Ilre, hut the sentinel, fired upon them, which. 
alarmed the whsle party; we immediately ... brought 
watrr from the river and pllt out the fire, and every 
mall took tn a (ree. and stood in (hat !ituatioo till 
morning. The Indians kept creepillg round.al1d we 
exchanged seveml shots with them that night; but 
it being very d""k there was no man hurt; and when 
it wa, day light, \\ e went intll our bo~ts, and moved 
on our way. but we had not gone more than half a 
mile, when looking back we saw three Illdians upon 
the shore where we had encamped; being very milch 
fati~llcd, we kept Oil our way and took no notice of 
them j and on that day about three o'clock in the af-

A2 
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ternoon, we arrived at a smail garrison, called Dun
lap's Station. wbich WIIS about sixteen miles from the 
place of our destination, but we were obliged to leave 
our boat, by reason of the lowness of the water. 

\\' e remained there about two days, then we went 
througb tbe bushes about ten miles, and carne to the 
army, and there we remainlld Ilntil Fort Hamilton 
was finished, and then we recei ved orders to march 
fe r the Maumee towns, leaving about forty men to 
keep the garrison. The road we went, we had to 
eu! and clear as we travelred, day by day, wbich 
made our jonrney very tedious, for we could go but 
about lieven miles a day. We went on our march 
until we had got about forty-five miles, aud then we 
built angther fort, called Fort Jefferson; and after 
we had been building said fort about three days, I 
happened to be on the oubide picket guard at night. 
The next morning there were three of the guard and 
mYjelf, Rot having 'any duty to do, obtained liberty of 
QUI' officers to ~o haIfa mile distance a huntillg, being 
ven scant of provisions; and after we had passed 
the sentinels we parted, and agreed to take a small 
eircle and then to meet upon a plain, and I went to 
the right hand, and coming round a swamp, in a blind 
foot path, a little distance from the plain, looking out 
for game, not thinking of any danger, on coming into 
a thicket of brush, tbere rose up three Indians, which 
Y8U may think not a little surpri8cd me; 1 looked 
this way and that way, for a place to run, but found 
it impracticable, for there were Indiam on every side, 
witli their tomahawks over my head, 50 I saw that I 
mj~ht as weJl give up, as to make any re!'istance, 
dropping my firelock, and putting out my hand to 
Ibake with them, they shook hands with me, and bid 
me make haste, and then they took me through a 
swamp upon a dry ridge, and liat down for about an 
hour, and then went on again, and travelled until a
bout twelve o'clock, when one of them gave a most 
hideous halloo, which made the woods ring again, 
alild one the Indians told me, bye and bye, I would see 
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plenty of Indians, and in about half an hour one of 
thelll ~ave allother halloo, and a quarter of a mile 
forward, it seemed as though the wood~ were alive 
with Indians, and directly there came about twenty 
of them running to meet us, some with knive$, aud 
some with tomahawks, and painted so that they look· 
ed more like f.O many evil spirits than any thing else. 
I thought then my life waR short, but they all came 
and sloook hands with me except three or four of 
them, who looked very surly at me, and two of them 
took hold of me, and led me into a miry swamp, and 
sallie upon a little dry knoll in the middle of the 
swamp, where they had had a fire about six d~ys 
watchiug the anny; but no sooner had I got to the 
lire than one took off my hat, auother my coat, a.,d 
another my waistcoat, another my shoes, and olle 
stripped me of my shirt, lind gave me an old Oll~ in 
lieu of it which was very dirty; they then brought 
me an old Indian who could talk the English lallg.wge, 
correctly, and began to examine me to know what 
eondi.ion the army was in. I told them as good a 
story as J could. J saw they were upon the catr.h, 
and I made as few words answer as possible. After 
they had examined me as much as they thought pro
per, one of them went and brought me some roasted 
veuison, and a piece of bear meat; and after I had 
4i:aten as much as J wanted, though I had not much 
appetite to eat, tbey asked me if I could rull fast; I 
told them I could not; they then told me I must rlln 
or die immediatel). Thell they packed lip their 
things and set out towards the Maumee town. 

When they first sct out from the ('""'p. the) .pread 
ith('mseh'es ever)' way, so that no man could koow 
which way the) wellt, alld after tliey had gone aiwut 
.'If, mile that way, they came together agaill: and 
after they carne together at;aill the second time, th.,y 
,ave me a pack of meat alld some skin", ahout the 
weight of a bushel of co I'D ; and then one wellt for
ward, alld they ,ent me next, and the fest of them 
followed after, 'hurrying me 00, keeping me 00 a trot 
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all the afternoon, IIntil,iust night, when cme of them 
told me to rlln. I told him I could not run, for I was 
very weary; I had 110 sooller spoke Ih~1l one of them 
iltruc k me on the back of m) head witb tbe breech of 
his gun, which knocked m~ down to the ground, but 
J soon recovered alld got npagai!l ;·then I saw that I 
must run, though hardlyable to walk; and we went 
on in this way until dusk of the evelling. Theu Oile 
of them took me and led me ahout half a mile from 
the "wamp, and the rest ~ent with him, and went to 
making a fire; but my master look me and sat down 
about two rods from the tire. and a,ked me how I 

, should like to be tied; I told him that J should not 
like to he lied at all. but be eaid I must be tied. or 
may he I .hould run away j tllell he took a parcel of 
cords, and tied me: be first ti.,d mv elbows behind 
me. and my hauds together, forw:lI'd, and tben drew 
a 11.0ccasin over each hand, and tied them together, 
dOWl1 to the waistband of illy breeches, and thell laid 
me 011 my back, and tied a cord round my neck, and 
another round my legs, and tied them fast to a tree, 
and the Indians lay Hcros. the cords. I lay in this 
condition ulltil morning. and it may well he thought 
thar I lI11derwcnt a r,reat deal that night. for I was ti
cd in such a manner that [ could not "tir halld or foot; 
neither had I an)' thing to cover me but the heavens, 
for they Ilt'ver gave mc so milch as a blanket to put 
over me, thoug;h It snowed and raincd; and in the 
morili"g whell they untied me, I was so sliffwith the 
cOld, I could not stand, but I, rolled over the ground 
alld rubbed m}self awhile, and set by Ihe fire, till I 
got so that I could :';0; then making themselves ready 
mo\'cd on their way to town a~ain. When they h.d 
travelled about three or four miles, they made a halt 
fur ahout half "II hour, when one of them came and 
pai'lled me black, and painted them5elves black li',e
w,,~; bllt nol knowing the meaning of being painted 
in such a manner, I thought it was done for their own 
diversion. But thc) immediately went on their way 
until about ten o'clock in the forenoon, then making 
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anMher stand, which had like (,' have been my last, 
Hi(" !;r,t spotted the trees rou!ld for some di~ta".;e, 
31 ' liw;1 made hlacking of pOlVdl'r and marlied the 
tn'e' III all kind" ofdistig;ured creall1res. They ca,tle 
rOil' d and began (0 make a speech. and the I'ld'an 
th~l ;'ailllpd me told me to get up. Now my ma.ter 
had gOlle in pursuit of a deer. aud wa, II0t with the, 
f,,·t of the company. In the meall time while they 
were "lilting their caper,; o\('/' me. nl,\ mastE'r ('allle 
up and looked angry at (h!'m, alld in a l:l'l'al m:!;(', and 
made a long speech to them. which _e(·med In dis
pI, a·l' many of tbern, but they'""" took ul' their 
pa"j,- and were for mart'hllig 011. N',l\V I \\ '" to 
hall' beelt tomahawked hl-re, hut I kllew nothiltg of 
it U"Ir! I was hnll;cllt to the 'I~II"'('(' town j and '"Y 
m"''''r coming up al that ('!I'" 1I'f1" the means of ~a
vi"f' 10.\ I,fe. But we had "ot gOI,(' far fl'Olli I illS 

plact'. \\ hE'll II", Ind,,,,, (hat was I ill' II,,'aIiS of '" \, "!; 
In\' life, told /lie to \1 ,,·Ii oll'tlil' black that Ifa. lIil Ill" 

fa;'e. which he .ald wa~ 110 goud. "I",'" I ilB!lIediat!;'
Iy did" ""d then he paillted m) );" l' r,'d. wili"', was 
a 10k ell tilat I was not to die. \\ e \1 ('ut 011 the re· 
mainder nfthe day. and at "i:;"1 ",hell we ellc31l1j'ed, 
ther hound 1Ilf' a- (1)(') did "d~,,'(-. which I t"ousht 
"'iI· \'er) hard usag~>, to tra\'el all da~, a, d at i,i'!,"t 
to he houlld III silch a mallliCl', But 011 the litird Jay, 
ahout fOLlI' o'clock. w(' arrived at Ihe Mallln"e It)WII; 

hut \I he" Wl' had "OL With,,, "huut (wo milc. of'said 
to\\' '. the Indian, ~,,~dt a i,~lt, alld my master paint
ed III) lace one half rcd aud the other part ]Jlack, 
and tit·d a large ro('e round Iny ncrk. which hung by 
my w.ist ; then he took my paC'k from me, and one 
of them that could speak English told mc that bye 
and h) e we shuu If.! cOllie illlo town j and he [u rther 
said. perhaps w"en } oCt gd illto (own ,Ol"e saucy 
boy" will corne out alld !'trike )011, aBd if the) do, 
you will see a IOllg hons", and sit dowB and they 1I'ill 
strike you lin "'I)re. which I found to be t rlle j for 
\Vhf-" we had~,,, 'I "hi " ah(j!" \',df a mile of t!:t· t,-,wll 
.ne lif tbem ~ave a lQud baJloo, and it s(::emed ai' 



10 NARRA TIYE OF 

though the woods were alive with Indians for a mile 
roui,d; alld immediately the savages came fIllining 
to Illeet us, as thick as the sqllirrels ill the woods, 
winch I thought the mo,t frightful sight I had ever 
bt:held; but directlv we came into tbe town, alld as 
we passed the first' camp, there came out a young 
,varrior and strllck me on the back of my neck, alld 
] fell to the ground: and when I recovered on my 
kii('e;" another gave me a kick, and kicked Ille on my 
fare; and as soon as J got up another caught me by 
the hand, and said Tim, rlln, yon devil! and as I run 
he struck me over the face and eyes; and when I 
harl (,;ot within an hundred yards of the long house, 
which the Indian told me of, the path on· both sides 
was paradf'd with Indian', as many as could stand; 
all<l as I rlln throll~h, everyone of them gave me a 
blolY, some with their halld, and some with a club, 
and others a kick with the foot, but everyone would 
have a blow at me; so that when I got to the house, 
my tace was as bloody a, though I had dipped my 
he~d in blood, besides other bruises all over my body. 
Jm,t as J got to the door, and was going in, one of 
them hit me on the side of my head, and sent me 
past the corner flf the house; but I scrambled lip 
again and went into the honse, and as soon as I en· 
tered the door I met all old grey headed chief, ahd 
shook hands with him, but I was so grieved with such 
usage, that I could not refrain from shedding tears; 
which I think almost everyone would have dOlle, 
but he ~aid, you must not cry, for if JOu do, the In
dians will kill you; but I sat down, and immediately 
the] brought a white man to examine me, which he 
did very closely, concerning the army, and what sit
uation they were in, though I made my story a, short 
as possible. And then they took him out and brou~ht 
in another, to see whether I told a true story or flat, 
and after they had re-examined me as milch as they 
pleased, they W{-,lIt and brought me some of their 
bl"""I1, maile of pOllnded corn, alid some hornflLIlY; 
and after 1 had eaten, they brQu~ht me a little pris. 
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unerboy, that had O('('n t~h." ,11lOilt two year. hef,re, 
on the river caikJ ;Vlonollgahela, though he d,': ,:,'·,d 
more in the \Vals of the sava..;t''' thall in "'" "',,'. of 
Christians; he used me wor-e tkl' 311) of tile 1"11'",,,5, 
fol' he would tell me to do thi., that. and til .. ntiler, 
and if J did not do il. or made any re81~lancc, th .. 11l
dillrJ, would threaten to kill me, and he would kick 
anll cuiflile abollt i ,• "It'h a manner. that I hardly 
dared to ':l) my l'Oul wa;. "'1 \lW .. , altlwugh J d.dy 
ur,dt'fwent the ~r('ale'l t'r!lt'It.\. OftCIl time' there 
would Indian :;tr~"~PI'" come to visil their tawny 
b ... 'hreu, and tI.l' tin;t oalille Ihey "ould siH'. gene
fa"." W>I" to knock me down, and Ire jUt'lIll, h're
pea' II",ir blow,,; and if I madt' 3 1,y n"i,tan"", or 
shewed res('I1'"'' "(, hefore 01' ({fter I l40t lip. those 
savage-lik.· brute. would repeat the salllC treatml'ut 
with tf'rl'lhle addltiolls. I was fo ... ·ed to ''II""il in 
silellc(' to that illhuman alld barbarous treatment for 
the space of nearly a week. 

It being about the lime the Indians were gathering 
to meet the American Army for battle. Ill",t' \I ".' a • 
number of Stral'g'>r" ill the vicinity, and my 1fI<!·tcr 
told me they"would kill I,'C; and he tonk me from 
the long coulleil hOllse 10 hdli wif.,', camp, altt.ulI~h 
shit wa, gone to tlw hunting grouud (ahuu.t fift) m,les 
distant) to winter; and the sa\age~ were gathered 
together in this town for a geneml rendezv()II~, Mild 
remail.etlhere. in lJumber fifteen hlllldred, "I' there
abouts. for olle week, and then they all nlardwd to 
med Gen. St. Clair's arm."; and after those IndIans 
were gone. my master's son took lIIe to their h,lIIting 
gronnd, where his mother aud several) (l'.IIe: 11J(j,ans 
were; I had mOfe of a dng's.!ife thall IIlat o{ a CiJris
ti~ll. for they would not allow me to slet'p ill the 
(amp with them; and if I made a hut h) m) ~elf, the 
Inuian hoys would pllll it aW:lY, as if it was oul) tit 
worry and fatigne me, and if they thought I wa,; of
feHJed at it, they did it with st'emin;,(ly more pl,.lls
ure. and I was obliged to submIt, at,d thlo,,!," the 
protectIOn of Divine Providence I was ellabled t. 
support it. 
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In the bel:inning of Ivintt'r, these savages );vM on
ly four or live days in a place. and wo,dd mo'., ei.:bt 
or tell milei flJrlher at each time. and kept in , onlin
ual motion until the ~now was some depth; and by 
tbAt time tlwv had got one hundTed and tifty ,,,·Ies 
from the town; .. t ihat ti'Tle I h"d to build hut- tor 
five families. to "'It wood" .t! car,y It some distMqce, 
becHu~e they would not burn auy but dry. I hall a 
OYcry .llOrt allowanc'e of provisions. and being almost 
naked for the wallt of c1othe~. let the weather be wet 
or dr.,... hot or cold. I was kq.t at hard work of ~orne 
kind or otheT. such 2S dre~8ing deer skins. or !til .ttng 
ra("("fH1II"'; a"d with savage shout~ they would hid me 
eXtlrl mpelf or I should die. But the fatigue,; day 
and ni~ht were unt all that I sulieret!. for the I ildian 
bo} I. when I wa~ asleep. uoed fr~llllentl) to pllt Jive 
coal. at my feet. to divert tt.emsclves at 8eeing me 
start; lIt1d as I had no clf)tnes to m}'~elf, I often I~y 
llCM ( the tire; olle ni~hr a boy drove me farther rrom 
it but I told th'em that I would not lay b"ck any 
f,uther. unle," they would gi\e me some cover ng, 
but their cruelty wa. further exerted in ngt giYIDg 
me any thing to eat for two dap aftet:warth; IlIld 

some; ime~ I would get meat and lay it up ill the camp, 
but the boys would frequelltly cOllie in alld give It to 
the dog8, 011 purpose to insult me, and put me to 
trouble; olle day there came ollly o"e ioto the camp 
where I lilept. and took my meat and gave it to the 
do~. looking me in the face and laughing; thili ot!en
ded me 110 much. that I tholl'~ht I mif,\ht as well he 
tomahawked as to live in torment and vexatioll .• ,,(1 
imrnedllttely, I rau~ht up a stick and struck hi'll 'n 03f 

the head. which kllOcked him down and almo,t "t'lIl
ned him; I was thell ceraaill there wa~ no POS,lhllity 
tlf iillving my lifc. for he got up very quick and went 
tg my malter. and told him of the aliair. alld it pre
"ed well for me that he 'nade a.lditiolls to the iitory. 
I went to a c .. mp thllt belolll(ed to an Indi~1I tr~d'!r. 
and told bi.n willathad happe;.ed. and <l ... ,irc:Li,n t~ 
Co and plead me oil' from beiug killed.; but 1 ita. 
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hardly told my story, before I saw my master coming 
with his tomahawk in his hand, who seemed in a 
great rage, but tbe man went and met him, and de
sired bim to hear tbe otber story, before he went any 
further, wbich he complied with, and after he had 
heard the truth of the whole nlatter, and how he Waf! 
alwa)s tormenting and fatiguing me, turned back and 
wellt his way. and Dever said any thing to me of the 
affair afterwards. Soon after this affair happened, 
my master went a hunting for several days, and when. 
he came home, broll.:;ht fieveral strangers with him, 
who encamped but a small distance from us, and at 
night my ma~ter told me to cut some wood for them; 
I,-eplied that I wa~ very hungry, as I had eat nothing 
that day, and he saw that I dId not move so quick as 
I ou~bt to hwe done, he called his Bon, and told him 
to bririg bis war club; at my hearing this, I caught 
hold of my leggins and moccuill5 to put them on, but 
he came in a great rage and violence, WIth a war club 
in hi, hand. alld ~tru('k at rile with great force, and 
would have killed me. but as I saw the hlQW coming, 
I klloc\ed otfthe back part of the cabin and escaped, 
tltherwise I should have had my brains scattered 
throu~h the camp; but I immediately got my toma
hawk, alld went about three hundred yards from the 
tamp. and cut wood enough to burn that nil;ht; and 
having nothing on my feet or legs, the crust of the snot\' 
being almost hard IInongh to bear me up, but break
in~ through nearly every step, being knee deep.
Thus when' had dooe that small talk, (a~ they cal
led it) my feet alld legi looked as if the} had beea 
eut alld hacked with sickles and cr08~cut liaws; the 
blood pressing forth from each ghutly wound, frelD 
my knees to my toes; aud when the ~avage.like 
brutes saw il. they laughed, and ilaid I had got a beau
tiful !,>tir of .triped leggins 00, which woulJ make me 
rest well, &c. 

Tiley used to lend me a hunting oftelltimes with 
the hJdian bOJ~ •. llld sometimes we would be gone 
three or four dap at a time; at night, after I hal 

B 
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made afire for them, they would make me build an· 
other for lIlyself; Rnd one time in particular. that woe 
were out. [ supposed thllt we were within forty miles 
of an American fort, and in thli mOrrliflg I came to 
the fire as they lay a~leep, and took their tomahawks 
and almost determined to kill them both. and make 
my escape to the American fort; but I_took the sec
olld thought that the woorls were full of sava~es, and 
jf they oholJld come across my track, and follow me, 
they would have ten chances to catch me where I 
had one to get clear of. them; and thought I should 
have some opportunity of getting away without run· 
nmg so great a riek; Rnd S9 concluded it was best to 
he as patient as I could, altbough I bad the tomahawk 
up se\'eral times to drop it into their heads; but J 
fore bore striking. ' 

Not long after that, as one of the Indian boys was 
sitting one day in the camp with me aloHe, he on one 
side of the fire and I on the other, and having his bow 
in his hand, and a handful! of wooden arrow;, he 
would shoot them at me, aAd after many trials he ,hot 
one into my wrist, which bent the poiut af,';ainst the 
bone, I callght hold of a stick, about three inches 
thick, and threw at him, and hit him on the side of the 
head, which knocked him almost sensfile$s; but it 
happened to be when my master was gone, and he 
did not get home under three weeks after, and by 
,that time it had all ditld away; far I never heard nny 
thing more about it; altholl~h, if my master had been 
at home, there would not havtl been any such thing 
as saving my life; for I wal forced to keep out of the 
way of the squaws for two days, or they would have 
tomahawkp.d me themselves. 

By this time of the year corn grew very scarce, and 
the meat was vcr) poor, and bllt little of it for my 
!hare; sometimes they would kill a racc'oon, and my 
part of it would be the head without any thing to eat 
with it; th!!.t wa~ my allowance for a day, and very 
often for two or three days, had nothing at all but 
what []'Its I could tind in the woods, and some other 
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trifles. About the middle of March, as some of the 
copper-beaded boys were hunting, they found a lar::;e 
black snake, that was drawn out of the water by a 
mink, and brought it to the camp, roasted it with Ii 

squirrel, broke it up fine, and ga ve it to me to cat; hut 
as soon as I found out what it was, I hove it down by 
the fire side, and when my mistress perceived tliat, 
ihe told me to eat it, or I sbould not have any thing, 
and they never offered me any thin& more for three 
days. About that time there were ,everal savae:es 
going upon a scout towards the American frontier, 
my master and all that belonged wilh our family, went 
with that party, and left me wilh my mistress; but 
there were several other camps, and some remaining 
Indians in the neighborhood, who had orders to elms
tise me, if Ihey saw me saucy to my mistress. \\' e 
remained in that place about a week, and some A
merican Indians,came witbin ten miles of us and kil
led two 01' three families of the Delawares, which put 
our tribe in such Ii fri~ht, that they /led to their towns, 
whieh were about one hundred and fifty miles, but 
the way we wcnt it was two hundred miles, to keep 
out of sight of some hostile savages. The way being 
very bad that we went, Ollr jouruey lasted thrce 
w('ek " and all that time my mistress never gave me 

-3 spoonfull of any thill); to eat, only what I could get 
in the woods, such as ground lIuts, and some other 
nnts, and havin); a pack to carry, weighing ,;xi.' or 
seventy pOllnds, (tbat bemg my daily ta,k,) and fre
quently eould get nothing to eat for two or threc' 
days. Sometimes I would get a peck of ground IIIIt5 

and my mistress wOllld take them all from me. One 
day I borrowed a gun of an Ilidian and went a 11lInt, 
ing, to kill something to cat, and by chance I found 
eight large black snakes sllnning themselves: I killed 
and strullg them 011 a stick, allll carried them to th(' 
camp. My mistress looking out, IllIagioed I had 
some black sqllirrels, I came into camp and thrciv 
down the snakes at the old sqllaw',; feet, which enra
ged her so milch, she threw a tomahawk at me: the 
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Jlext thing that eame to hand was a brand of fire, 011 
which I was obliged to leave the camp, and did not 
return that day; but when the other savages saw her 
that kuew of her giving me a roasted snake to cat, 
some days before, it pleased them very milch, he· 
eause they said 1 served her tit for tat, or paid the old 
score; in the evening she called for me, and asked 
what I brought those snakes for, I made reply that 
they were to pay her for the one she gave me to eat. 
She, believing that I was even with her, let it drop, 
and it soon hlew over, though I fared none the worse 
for provisions afterwards. When. we arrived at the 
Mallmee town, I rewhed ~o make my escape from 
the savages. We arrived at the town about the mId· 
die of the afternoon; and after I had made a camp 
for my mistress, we !lot encamping on the .ide of the 
river that the town was, I took a walk down the riv
er, to see if I could find a canoe to make my escape 
in, which I did. lying under the bank of the river; 
and in the edge of the evening, about nine o'clock, 
after the old squaw had got asleep, I got up and crept 
away from the camp. and then had to go one quarter 
of a mile through thick bushes to the river; it was 
exceedingly dark. and when I came there the canoe 
Was gone. I was obliged to make all the .peed pos
!lible, to get back to the camp. for fear they would 
miss me, and I had but just got to the fire, and laid 
drwn, before my mistres, clllted to me to m~ke a fire. 
On the llext morning there carne a prisoner by the 
name of Morris Doyle, from OVf'r the river, and I 
went out to work and asked him if he did not mean 
to try h. make hi, escape from the savages? He said 
he did not know the woods, but if he could get any 
one to set off with him he would ~o, I told him that 
I was resolved to go that night. :Illrl he said, if w~ 
could get logether he would go WIth lilt:', and I asked 
him how we ,hollid get to~ether: he ,aid hi, nHbter 
harl a v('ry nice call"('. and oft('utimt"s th(' Indians 
would ("O!llf', ,.fler tlw,' "('\'(' :,:Olil' to hf'd. ttl come o. 
ver tb~ river, aQd be bad to ~et up and Jetch them a-
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erOS5, and he said I nl1l,1 come down when I thought 
thel w"I'e all asleep, alld give all Indian h"lIoo, and 
he ,.\,,";Irl ;,(et Ill' and ('orne over the ri' er with the ca
noe, ;\IId we would make the best of our war down 
the rirer, night and day, until we arrived a~t some 
Chri"tian ~ettlement; hut it happened in my f~vor
my mi,tress went over the river that day, to 8ee her 
daughter, and when ~he ('ame back, she ~aid [ musl 
.go QI'er the river that night, and stay there, to clear 
the land for coru. This pleased me \'cr) well, for 1 
should have a much better chance to escape; ,,"J ~J
ter goin~ over the river where they had sellt me to 
wor'k, [ staid there until about sunset, and then asked 
liberty of the Indian to go and ;oee Morri, Doyle:
said [ h'ld lIOt seen him for a :,re It while, and he told 
to.go, SO I went to his camp, which wa, abont a mile; 
when I came Ihere he had jllst got over the rilcr from 
work; I told him that he might make realy for a start 
that Ili.~ht. for the sooner we wellt the better we could 
make our e,cape; for my master was :.:o"e out to war, 
and all the India liS that belonged to lhat family, and. 
] did not think the other "Ivages would follow liS so 
clo;;e as my master; so we agreed to ~;" that night, 
and as soon as it was dark I went out, as I r (!oi II:'; homc, 
and lay in the brtlsh ulltil tbe savagcR \\ "rc' all asleep, 
and thell I came in, very ~till, awl awoke him, "na 
we went down to the River where the canoe wae 
and when we came there, we fuuud no padJlcF 
in the canoe, 3.n,1 very poor pole" alld the water 
was ,ix 01' seven feet deep, and when we had gont 
down th .. ri,'er about half a mile, the Indian camps 
being very thick upon the banks of the river, they 
heflro II' going down. though it was so dark they ('ollld 
not 'ce us, bUl there ('a me an llldian dClI\ll to the ha,,1c 
of tile river, alld called out three or fOllr limes, alld 
asked who was there-but we squatted down in our 
Call1)('. lind Il't the current carry us down past them. 
We had not gone more than three mile, before lve 
were hailed agaill by the sava~c,; lout '\'C' set down 
in thc canoe until we drifted past the camp, and tben 
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we went ahout four miles and there came an India. 
out of his camp, and came down to the ri\'er with a 
braud of fire in his hand, and spoke in his own lan
guage, and asked who was there; but we made no 
answer, but went on as fast as we could; we went on 
for an hour and a half. and we saw some person going 
down by the side of us with a brand of fire in his 
hand; J then told Deyle that it was not safe for us to 
go any further in a canoe, for the Indian was going 
down to head us, we run our canoe ashore, and took 
to the land, and I went forwara expecting that he wail 
dose behind me until I had got as much as a mile, 
the'n made a halt, and called bim, but could heat" 
nothing of him; it would not de for me to tarry long, 
for J heard the canoes lifter us. J went that night 
with all the speed it WitS possible to make, although 
it was very slow, for it was exceeding dark, aad about 
midnight it began to rain; some part of the way I 
went on the bank of the river, and the other part 
took to the woods, thick and thin, and went through 
!wamps and thickets; sometimes I would run, and 
very often was brought up with my legs against an 
old log, which would pitch me headforemost into the 
brush for nearly a rod. One time as I was running, 
I came to a gutter that run through from a pond, and 
the hank heing almost strai~ht down about twelve 
feet deep, and it bein~ so dark that I did not perceive 
it, and taking one lon~ step from top to bottem came 
headforemost into it, in about four feet of water! but 
notwithstanding, I made a shift to force my WBy thro'. 
Anyone mtlst suppose that I was not a very little 
frightened at that misstep; but when I came to the 
)ank on the Gther side, it being sometbin~ steep, was 
"Very much troubled to get up, and fell back a number 
ef times, but by good luck at last got out: I travelled 
until daylight, aud then went three miles back from 
the river into the woods, and eame to a thick swamp, 
crept into a hollow log, and lay there until evening, 
and (hen set out on my nocturnal route; but faring 
nry hard, and mf being ml1ch bewildered, did not 
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know which way to steer, but travelling about two 
bours, and not fiuding the river, it was certain I was 
lost. I then turned another course, and had not gone 
more than a mile b4i!fore I came to a footpath; and 
then did not kllow which way to go, but happenea to 
take the wrong way, ana had not gone far before 1 
lIIIet an Indian in the path. I knew that running 
woald not save me, and thought, perhaps, if I could 
keep close by him, and say nothing, I might not be 
miiitrusted; but on llearing him, he asked where I 
was going? I told him that I was hunting after a b<'rse 
and had got lost. He asked me what my masler's 
name was? I told him I did not know, but he was a. 
Delaware. He then a~ked me if I thought I could 
find my camp alone; my reply was, I expected that 
this path would lead me to some camp that I knew. 
He said there was a camp cloic by us. Then I told 
him I wonld go there with him, and perhaps shonld 
know tbe way horne fr'Jm there. H. said he was go
ing there. Then I thought my eicape was at all eud, 
as I could not dQ less thall to go with him, so I follow
cd him to the camp, aud when we came there he ask
ed me if I knew the camp? I replied no, but would 
stay there until the next morning, and then would 
find the way home. 

All this this time he did not mistrust my running 
away, from the Indians, but whell we came into the 
eamp, he told them that I was lost, and wanted to 
sleep there that night, so that I might fiud the way 
home in the morning. But in the mean time, in ca me 
the infamoui! George Girty, the younger, who knew 
me, and said that I bad ran away from the Indians, 
for they had been down to his camp that "day after 
me. When he first came in, be looked at me, and 
spoke in the Indian "language, and ask"d them hOlv I 
came there. They made answer that I was lost; 
but Girty &aid that I was a liar, for there were two 
that run awav from the Indians, and that I wali one of 
them; and h·e said the Ilidialls were after us, and had 
\left word with him to take me up if he could I1nd me, 
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Then Girty asked me if I did not run away from the 
Indi,,"~; I told him I did not; he said h~ believed 
that I told fI lie; they directly began to COllH'r',p (0-

gether, to know what theJ ,.11011.111 do with me. Gil'
Iy ,aid that he would take IIII' horne with him, a!Jd 
th!' lIl'xt day take me back to my ma5ter. All Ihat 
while I sat very well composed. a~ if I could not un
dersland their language. although I knew if I ""Id 
get over the river. I .hould ;,Ialld a very good, ,,,,,rce 
to make my escllpe ollce more. The Ilext d"y we 
set olrto his camp. which wa! about six mil(·,.. He 
took good care that I ~hoilid lIot go hellllld. for II(' put 
me forward. followillg on with a 'tomahawk ill one 
haml. and hi~ rifle in the other; alld we went in that 
conditioll lilltd We arrived at the ril'",r. and he called 
for a canoe and II e went across. and ,.oon C:lnre to 
his eanrp. Bu( \\ hell he carne there, his fathel. and 
Jame~ Girt)'. hi, hrollwr. knew me. alld ,el n,t! other 
of the Illdialls. Blld Geor"e Clrt) :l,k('d me nhl'l'e I 
wished to gn; I told hun I wankd to go where I 
could hal'e belier fart' than I had 31111''''': the Il,dians; 
he asl«~d ml! if they did 1I0t I.(lle IIlC e;lon~h to ('at j 
I told hllll, iltstead of givlrl~ me clJough to t'at, they 
gale me lIoll::lIg at all. Hc asked me If I w,,, hun
gI') ; I told Lim that f'ome victllals wonld be very 
kllldiJ accepted; for I had not eat all) tltllle; for three 
week, hut what I could get in the II Dod,,; he t,,:d lIle 
if I would;!;o and cut some wood and make a fire, I 
should h3\'C something to ('at. It lI',b thell eve"ing, 
an~ I Cdt f'ome wood and nlade a firl'. As I r:le,lgu
cd \0 make Iny escapc the tir,t opportunity, I ;,al by 
the ftre all night. and made two or three atternl,ts to 
get awa), but thc rln.:' would hear me, and make 
su!'h a barking that ti,e savages.would get up LO "ee 
wlil! the ilia tier \\''''; but early in the morlJilJg I 
hearll them \Vhr~l-'ering together to know what they 
sliu,dd do 1\ ith nil!. The old 'guaws and y()tll'~ Glr-
1.1, "lid Ilte\ Ilouid ('arr) me bal'k that dll.' to my 
nta,t,'r ",.;,"'" Heal'in~ this. and 1I0t I::.\ill~ ""y 
,~balJce to make my escape, made me feel quite down 



~ATTHEW BWNIi". 

hearted j there was one George White eyes wh. 
Gouhl llllderstalld Ellgli,h, and perceiving that. I was 
somewhat trouhled in milld, asked me what the mat
ter was j I told him that I heard them say they would 
carn me back to illY ma~ter j I told him I was re"ol
ved 'uot to go alive, 'for I kll"w the) would put me to 
the torture in the most barbarous maImer. He then 
told them what I said, and th~y concluded to send 
word to th" Illdians that I wa" there, which the) did 
b) bendillg young Girty ullhekllown to me. Wher, he 
ha,l been gone about half an hour, a little negro boy 
who belonged to Jarll'" Girty, 8~ked me if I kllew 
where youug Girty had gone; I told him I did not; 
he said he heard thelT! agree for me to be kppt all 
th~t day whIle they could give word to the Indians. 
When I IHoard this I went (0 old Girty, and asked 
him where YOllng Girt)' had gOlJej he said he had 
gone afler a hon;e that was lost. I was then corlVin
ced there \\:;, evil determillPd against 'me. I told 
him it laJ i" his power to help lIIe, and begged he 
would. He ,-aId I had hetter he coulent to go back, 
fOl' he did 1I0t think the Indians would hurt me. I 
told him he could Itot satisfy me with sHch ~tories a, 
th,' for hI kllew \Jetter. 'He said he could lIot as
si.t me for fear of the L,dians, for if they knew he 
hel.,:,.: lTte, tilt,) "'fluid fall aboard of him; hut he 
sa d i ,"i~": :!" (0 Jallles Girty, his brother, and per
hal'. be ",. '1 "I assist me, which I did; whell I came 
to hi"" I.e also told me he eould do nothing for me, 
for fear the i"dial'" would tind it out and blame him. 
] thl~" a,ked him if I might go over th£> li\ er to 
M'Daniel's, who kept a store on the olher ,ide. he 
said I might go and see him, if I would come back a
gam; I told him if he was afraid of my rulming away 
he might send hi. negro boy with me; accorJi.1gly 
he Girl. As soon as I got over lhe river I told the 
bu\ to statIC! by the canoe until I ran up to the hOllse, 
3"J then I would come back a~'"i,,; but instt,ad of 
gl):O;';' to the hou~e, I weiJC Irlto tilt. WO Ids -.dl1·qt a 

Illite; aud crept UDder an old lo~, and la,)' there frolJl 
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sUllri'fC until dark; then went to Mr. M'Daniels and 
told him my condition, and begged his assistance; 
but he said it was out of his power to help me; that 
if I had been there about two hl)urs sooner I might 
h~""t· had Ill)' pa.sage into Detroit, for he had sent 
two pdtiallgers of packs to that place; that he feared 
the Indians, and could not assist me. I a~l<ed him if 
he could help me to some provisions; he said he had 
1I0ne exe{'pt what he bought of the Indians, and was 
thcn quite destitute. Then I began to be almost 
'];'()llraSed for f·:rtf of being taken; but by chance 
(here \Vas a priooner who lived near by, being there, 
asked me if I had not made my escape from the In
diarJ.'. I (old him I had; he told me it was not safe 
for me to be there, for the Indians were hunting af
ter me but a little while beforll; he advised me to go 
dowu the ril"er that night, gave me a paddle, and 
shewed me a lari,(e pettiauger that I could go across 
till' river to the ,iJe that the village was, and said 
there I would find a small canoe, and told me to 
make my escape down the river; but when I got 
aero';, and went past the town, I could find no canoe 
except a birch one, and not being acquainted with 
them I made out but poorly; the wind blew very 
ff('>h up the I'iyc'r so that it took Ole quite Oil the oth
Lf c,ide:, hard by an Indian camp on the top of the 
u.)lIk, and the dogs made such a harking that the In
diall;; came out, but it was so dark they could [lot 
di,,·)\ ('I' me. ,\, soon as they were sttlll pushed 
over to the olher side of the river, let my canoe drift, 
alld made the best of Ill) way by land. I then had 
about two miles!o tra\"el to get past the Indians; and 
to add to my 801TOIV, throll!<:h thickets and over 
hedge fences, until I was almost torn to pieces. Af
ter I had got about three or fou r miles past the 111-
dwn town, I heard tnn horse bells, at a distance from 
the I'iq~r, went to them, call~ht Olle, and took otr the 
cor.)s th"t his legs were (ied to:!e!her with, made a 
halter of them. pllt it on, and ",,, .. ,u,t ready to mount 
when I beard the Indians a little distance forward. 
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which obliged me to leave the horse standing, and 
make the best of my \Ya} throtlgh swamp" ami pond
holes.. Anottt twelvl' o'clock that night I came j,,(o 
a 'small foot path, wherc I ,aw an Indian lying a-lecp 
by the side of the road. ereviou~ to his lyjll~ down 
he had made him a tire, but it \";:1S all Ollt except a 
Slnl!! coal which I happened to see. otherwise I 
should have stepped UpOIl the savage, which gave me 
a start, but stepping back softly and creeping by him 

• he did not wake. So I went forward that night till 
break of day. I then went back illto the woods a
bout half a mile, lay down and slept until about ten 
o'clock in the lJ'OrniIl~;, and then thought I would 
travel a little by day light. and went upon the shore, 
lor the savages were frequently passing and repassing 
in the road I welll in. After travellilll; anout three 
miles 011 the shore, I ,alVa camp over the river H:ld 
they discovered me-they gave an Indian whl)";>' 
and I gave them another j they hallooed a ,ecu)t(l 
time, and I again repeated the same, which made 
tbem doubt my being one of them, they came down 
to "IC river which was very wide, lind the wipd blelV 
eXfeeding hard up the river, so that it drove them up 
stream some ways from me j for there wa, a long 
point made out into the river betwixt me ar.d where 
they had to go on shore. and as soon !IS they were pilst 
the point, I left the ri\'er, and went into the woods 
about fort yrods from the river, and crept into a thick 
tree t·,p that wa. I}illg down, where I hid myself. I 
had not been there but a few minutes before the ~av
a;;ci came by, looking after me, until towards eve
nill,!. 110t findiug r>le, they returned back again. I 
ret",,;ncd in tIllS place uutil "lIlset. When I suppo
~ed they were all etlcamped for that day, so there 
was no da'tf,:(;1', I \lent 011 Ill) way :It;ain. but hall not 
proceeded bid a few rod - \\ hell I was met by three 
squaws, wiJi~:lt gave me d start, ~npl'()~ing there ,,'ere 
I ndia!ls close II), but as it happ";\''':. there were none 
to be fcell. I travelled all tlu! lIi,!:l. -OrtlcttltlCo on 
the run, and [hen 011 tilc walk, so;netllne:l upon the 
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!andy shore. and then lip in the bUlhes. My mocta. 
sil,' were so wo n out that my feet bled, but made the 
best of Illy wily until about the middle of the night, 
the .. "~I"t' fo wher' there were two large canoes load
ed wifl , ,ki,,,, "'hich belonged to the savages that 
were euc'amped ,L a small distance from the river. 
I l>l,,,t to the calloes to see if there were any thing 
to {'at, alld found a bag full of deer and rackooo's 
$kull hones. for dres~illg skins; it being very dark, 
] took them to be bread-got my hands full, but did 
110t fr,' to eat any ulltil I had got some distance from 
them, hut when I did attempt it, found I was deceiv
ed, al.<I "'" much vexed, after havin~ taken so mnc. 
paills tn steal for my life a parceol of bones. I made 
all speen possihle to get away, for fear of the sava
ge,. alld tmvelieclllntil about an hour before daylight, 
when I heard a dl1lm at a great distance olf. 

I then hegan to he encouraged. supp08in~ by the 
intelligence I had received that I wa. lJot far from 
some Christilln people. But npon coming dowA, I 
found it to be an .Indian tow., situated upon the oth
er side of the river, all except two or three campa 
willch were ctlvered with flags and stood on the Side 
~fthe river where I was, and J went to one of tRem, 
and seeing nobob,. except an old squaw and two ~mal1 
children"made bold to go in and warm myself by the 
fire. for I was very much fatigued and worn out, and 
chilled through with the cold, for it rained and hailed 
all flight, which made me very uncomfortable, being 
out in the storm; aftl'r sitting down by the lire about 
half an hour, the old sqnaw awoke lind made some 
mOI'ements,50 I made the bc~t of my way out of the 
.:amp, without being discovered; in the mean time, 
it had got to he daylight. and I repaired to the river 
!ide. My moccasilil~ being quite worn out, and my 
feet so sore and hlood", auybody else lIIi,:ht ea~il1 
hava taken me 011 the j!.round. After going down the 
river about ft lIIile, I came to II small ... ilL.~c of na
tives, where therr wali 1\ ,tore kept by a Fr':I . .-[""all i 
passiug by, and turniug to go in, thlt door belllg part-
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Iy open, 1 saw the floor covered with drunken In· 
dians, and hearing one of them say in their lan
guage there is a white man, I turned and went round 
the house, and there found a hogpen, where (he hogs 
had just crept out, and crept in In ,their place; Dut 
had not been there long before the Indians came 
round tbe bouse, looking after me, but not finding 
me, they went in again. Directly a Frenchman 
came out of the home, and as soon as 1 saw him, 
presented myself to him, and asked him if he could 
not assist me; he said he could not for fear the I n
dians would find it out and kill him. Furthermore, 
he said it was not safe for me to h: there, for (he In
dians would soon be up and likely to see me, and 
then it would be impossible for me to get clear; but 
lie said 1 mus, g;o ten miles farther and I should come 
to an Englishm'an's house where I should be much 
safer than I was there; moreover, he said I must be 
very quick in going, for the Indians would be up 
after me, and it would not be possible for me to get 
away from them. I immediately went on ten miles, 
which I was two hours in going, being very faint and 
tired, and my feet run with blood. The first house 
I carne (0 was a Mr. M'Cormics. 1\1yappearance 
at (his time, may be supposed to be di,mal-wlthout 
clothing-almost starved-my beard and hair long 
and frightful. When I came to the door aud knock
ed, he bid me come in, and when he saw me in (hat 
frightful situation, he was almost at his wit> end, and 
cried out, where the devil did you come from? (told 
him I came out of an Indian country; he asked me 
what the devil brought YOII there? I answered it was 
my misfortune to gd among them i he replied that 
there was a great many rascaiswhom he would be glad 
to have slaves to the Indians all their days. I th,cllbht 
tben I might as well have staid among the Indians, 
as to have risked mv life thu;; far, and be so treated. 
I (hen as~ed him if he knew allY white people that 
lived near by i he said I would fi"d them do\Vu the 
river. I thought to myself it would be far safer for 

C 
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me to keep round by the lake to Detroit, and not f1e 
seen any more, as I could not tell a friend from a foe. 
W hen I had gone on aboltt half a mile down the river, 
walking along very slowly, and thinking to myself 
how I should get by some Indian towns undiscovered, 
that were on the way, 1 met a man by the name of 
Thomas Smith, an Indian storekeeper; and as soon 
as he saw me he asked me which way I was travellillg; 
I made answer where I could get quarters, though 
he knew from my appearance that I had made my es
cape from the Indians; he next inquired how far I 
had come; I told him from the Maumee town, which 
was a hundred and thirty-five maes from the camp. 
He asked me if I had any pf"Ovisions? I told him it 
was the fifth day since 1 had eat any thing but nuts; 
he invited me ir.to his house and said he would help 
me to some, which I received very kindly; for truly 
he was the first friend I had found on the way. When 
I went in he gave me ~ome victuals to eat,but I was 
w faint that a very little served me. I had not been 
there more than ao hour before the savages came in 
pursuit of me, and began to inquire after me; but 
Mr. Smith put me up in his chamber, and kept me 
hid there until his boat came from Detroit, when he 
put me on board and sent me on my way thither. 
But 00 our way we had two or three Indian towns to 
pass by, and the savage& were apprised of m) rno
ning away, for they had the description of me by the 
dress I had on, when I came from them j but the 
boat men gave me other clothes to put on, so that 
my garb appeared like that of a Frenchman; so I 
pRosed by undiscovered, although we lay wind bound 
in an Indian town for some days. 

When I arrived at Detroit, (April 30, 1793.) I 
Battered myself I was secure from an) further insult 
from the savages; expecting the Engli~h garri"on 
would protect poor captives, tbat Bed to them for 
prnt('ctinn j and that if I W:\ij retaken, hum;)'llit-y 
WOUIU plead for me, in case it was called into ques.
tion, supposing the Ellglish people deserved the cha-
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raeter of being humane. Upon these principles, I 
took the lIberty of walking the streets of that place, 
seeking for employ, that might enable me to procure 
SOllIe clothi ng, being almost naked; but I was very 
~oon convinced that I had placet! confidence in a 
people that were not deserving of it, and that by be
ing too credulous, had imposed on myself. I had 
been there about tbree weeks before I could believe 
my own-eyes_ Within that term of tIme I -had seen 
many Indians that frequented that place, and could 
not but admire how a few days after I was thorough
ly convinced, hy seeing them bring into the English 
garrison the scalps of mcn, women and and children, 
for which the English would give them a lar4e re
wa rd, and encourage them to practise their cruelties 
upon the Americans. They let them have fire arms, 
ammunition and provisions, and also ardent spirits, 
to stimulate tllem to -action; at the idea of which 
humanity must re'volt_ 

As I was walking the streets in the after part of a 
day on which some savages had come to town with 
their scalps and treaHlre, which had been taken from 
the Americans, feeling very melancholy, and not ob
serving the Indian faces so critically as I ought to 
have done, my mind being much enervated by the 
frequent disappointments which I had met with, I 
was met by two savages that knew me, and said that 
I had run away from my master, an8 therefore took 
me prisoner, and were immediately going to carry 
me back to Maumee town_ None can conceive the 
perturbation of mind which I experiellced at that 
unlucky meeting. bat those who have been in a sim
ilar situation. My pen or imagination would fall in
finitely short ofajust description j for thle cruel sav
ages, eager to begin their torture, and thirstillg for 
Alllerican blood, with their uplifted tomahawks, cry
ing for vengeance, could hardly be restrained from 
putting a period to my life instantly. I begged of 
them to spare my lif€ a little while longer, and asked 
them if the] would not ransom me in Cilie I wouW 
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procure them the money. They seemed more paci. 
lied, and accordingl,v were per~uaded to go with me 
a small distance, to one Thomas Smith, an Indian 
trader, whom I was acquainted with (being the p€r
SOil that fayored illY escape from the Indians, by sen
ding me to Detroit not long before, and whose name 
will ever be precious to my memory,) and when we 
eame to Mr. Smith, I informed him how my circum
stances were, aud that unless he would befri1md me, 
I should h" miserable, lost, and undone, being threat
ened with illStant death; but in case the Indians de· 
ferred it nntil they carried me to my master, it would 
be still worse with me, for then (hey would scalp and 
hurn me at th", stake. He being well acquainted 
with the Indians, said he doubted not one word of it. 
I then made the most solemn promise to bind myself 
a servant to him till I had repaid him for his I,ind
ness, provided he ,,'ould redeem mp from these sav
age brutes. ~.1r. Smith being now moved'with com
passioi1. began to barter with the Indians for my r:ln
WlTI, while I stood trembling for fear of an unfal'ora
hIe issue. I understood so much of the Indian lau
guage 3S to be able to learn that they held me at a 
great price, and was ready to sink into the dust for 
fear Mr. Smith would not give it. At length a bar
gain was completed, and one hundred and twenty dol
lars WaS the price. 1\11'. Smith paid it, and the In
tlians gave him a bill of me, and departed. Language 
is too poor to express the gratitude which I felt to
wards my kind deliverer, who conld have no other 
motive in my del~verance than the love he cheri.hed 
in his tender bosom for his fellow men, when .urfer· 
ing. 1\1)' heart must cease to heat within my breast. 
before I can forget that wOIth)' gentleman. Again I 
was freed from immediate death, and a bound 8en-
ant to (I:c best of masters; but in a strange country, 
amongst stran!;ers and only that one friend; naked 
and hungry, and a great ransom to pay. All these 
circumstances con~idererl, it was but a gloomy pros
pect. A person at ease could lIot enumerate the 00< 
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stacles I had to 8urmount,-o(o regain my liberty.
When life is compared with wealth, the former pre
ponderates; to rate the estimate, none are compe
tent, but those who have undergone the trial; for 
when men's interest is at stake, and life in no dan
ger, they think the object great; bllt when life is at 
stake, it will command the interest to redeem it, 
which will be given up with all imaginable pleasure. 
But my case was worse than either, for my life was 
at stake, and I had no interest to redeem it; and had 
it not been for my kind benefactor, I bad soon been 
numbered with the dead. After I was liberated, I 
went directly to work under the direction of Mr. 
Smith, improving every moment of the time very in
dustriously, earning a little here and a little there, 
till I was taken sick with the fever and agne, to 
which tbe inhabitants of that place are subject, espe
cially new comers. My constitution being almost 
ruined, from the hardships I endured while au In
dian captive, tbtl fel-er ran exceeding high, and for 
some time entirely laid me up_ My epirih were 
very low, almost despairing of recovery. Being 
destitute of clothing, the cold fits which preceded 
the hot, would almost force me to the fire; and hav
ing no person to assist me, Dor speak one conso'ing 
word, I was almost driven to despair, but in the in
termission of my fits, would consider better of it, 
knowing the obligation I was under to Mr. Smith, 
and viewing the many difficulties I had encountered 
and surmounted, was (lncouraged; and considering 
likewise, that it was doing injustice to myeelf and my 
friend Mr. Smith, to give up. The feelings I had 
for my kind deliverer wrought a greater eBect on my 
mind than my own case; so with patience and per
severance J conquered my difficulties, and again 
went to my labor and continued 50 to do for nearly 
the space of two yean; in which time I had almost 
earned alum safficient to have paid my ransom; and 
had it not been for an unlucky accident takin~ place 
in a very short time should have completed my de-

C;! 
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liverance. But my sufferjngs were not at an end III 

!O short a sp;!.ce of time, heini: again involved in 
trouble and difficulty, not with the Indians, as before, 
but with British tyrants, that heartless savages with
out the fear of God could only equal. 

About Christmas, I went out to the river Letrench, 
to clear land for a Mr. Samuel.Choat (3 hatter by 
trade) about 80 miles di!taut from Detroit, and after 
laboring there about two months and a half, being olle 
day at the raising of a barn for one Henry Boochford, 
I tarried till evening, and a company of jovial lads 
got together, some of them Americans, who came 
there with the idea of taking the oath of allegiance 
to George the Ill. and by that means be permitted to 
take up new lands. We all being merry with liquor, 
began to drink healths. One of my countrymen 
drank a health to the king, and damnation to Wash
ington, in Qrder to ingratiate himselfinto the favor of 
his majesty's subjects, and demonstrate his loyalty to 
the crown of England, as I supposed. I was moved 
by the msu~t, and to retaliate,drank a health to Wash
ington aud damniltion to the kiDg. Henry Booch
ford immediately Rccosted me thus, do you d3mn the 
king? Supposing him to be in a merry humor, and 
not iu earnest, I repeated my word8. He again said, 
what! do you damn king George? I replied I did, 
for what was the king to me? He still insisted on 
whether I damn'd the king. 1 thought him too much 
ofa critic, and gave him to understand me so; telling 
him he busied himself "ith that which he had no im
mediate conc€rn with. One word brought on an
other; being a little exasperated, and feeling as much 
for my insulted Washington, as he did for his king, I 
inconsiderately repeated my words. and more by say; 
ing that I damn'd the king and all the royal family, 
and all such fellows as he was, who took their part. 
By this time our debates were exceedingly warm, 
and continu ed so for some time; at length the dis
pute subsided, and I expected a good night's rest 
would haVE! settled the matter; but it did not prove 
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to .bc the case; it only lay dormant a few days. not 
extinct. as I exp£'cted; for 1i0! long after. I was yis
ited by a civil offi .. er. with a warrant to appreheud 
me. which he did, and informed me that I was indid
ed for high trt!awn. He then carried me to pl'i~on, 
and put irons on my handi and [l'd. sajing that I 
must lie in that conditicln tin the silting of the next 
lessions, then to be tried for high treason, alld pun
ished liS the law directed in such cases, which was 
nothing short of death. 

At bearing this, a dark gloom pervaded all fuilire 
pro.peet of my deliverance. Thus conlined in a 
strong prison ill irollS, alld ill that cruel condition to 
remain till next sessions, which was to sit ill about 
ten weeks, and then to be tried, condemlled and exe
cuted, was awful, indeed too shocking for human na. 
ture to contt!mplate. I bt!gan to wish the Indians 
hgd prevented this, which they would have done in
stantly, had I resisted them when they met me walk· 
ing in the streets of Detroit. My sufferings were 
augmented bv the fever and ague, which so enfeebled 
me that I was not able to walk the prison Boor with
out the aid of some of the soldiers, I was almost des
titute of clothing, having barely sufficiellt to cover 
my body. My lodgings were equally as poor, only 
line old ragged blanket to wrap rOllnd me; indeed 
my clothing, lodging and boarding were all of a piece, 
for one pound of bread and that exceedingly poor, 
was my daily allowance. 

At length the time of my trial came on, and being 
called to the bar, and questioned respecting the CIIIHe 
alledged against me, I plead not guilty. The court 
then proceeded in the business, but the charge could 
not be supported against me, as I had lIot taken (he 
oath of allegiance to the king, and could not be con
sidered as one of bis subjects. Therefore, I was to 
be banished from that place, instead of being h"I/:.!t'd 
-a happy turn in my favor, (tho't I) expecting to he 
5Cllt to the United States. But they took care to 
prevent that; and to be sure 9f me (expecting the 
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American army were cOlililig the ensuing summer to 
Detroit) sent me down tbe country, about 350 miles, 
to Niagara, in order to send me from thel)C"e the first 
good opportunity to Quebec, the~e to be put on board 
a man of War. On my arriyal at Nia~ara, I wa~ ta
ken from the vessel and carried before the governor 
of that place, and there I underwent another clOEC 

examination respecting Illy damning the king, and 
every circumstance concerning my situation at that 
time, so that he might have it in his power to r I e
vent and cross me in my greatest expectations. Af
ter he had made an end of his enquiries, he inform
ed me that I was destined for Quebec, there to be put 
on board a shIp of war. On hearing this I stood a
maz8d !-At length I rouled (rom my lethargy, and 
on my kneel before the governor, tNd most earnestly 
solicit him to Bend me to my own country, and I should 
be happy; but he refused-sayimg that wh~t I had 
been gllnty of gave them the undoubted liberty of 
disposiRg.f me as they pleased. He the II sent me 
from his presence to feed upon my disappointments. 

While I was meditating upon my penurious circum
stances, Capt. David Shanks, an officer in the regi
ment called the Queen'. Rangers, came to me and 
asked me how I should like a soldier's life? I rc
phed not at all, for I had suffered too much from it 
already, and only wished to see home. He told me 
it was by 110 means likely that I should see home ve
ry suddenly, and that I bad better enlist a soldier un
der him; if I would consent, he would speak to the 
governor, and prevent my being immediately sent 
off to Quebee; if I refused, to Quebec I must go-
8nd thilt in 8 short time. I replied that the condi
tions were CJ(ceedingly hard, much worse than I 
cou!d have expeeted from any christian people; es
peCially by a people who were },ou"d b, friendship 
and alliance to alleviate the sufferings of unfortunate 
Americans. From duty I was ~ure I was not bound 
to ,erve them and what I already suffered at their 
bands WBS not fram any demerit of mine. 



MATTHEW BUKK. 3.3 

However, the Ca;)t~in soon convinced me that 
standing out would avall me nothing; it was the go
vernor's will, not mine, that would determine the 
matter, and that I must be sent where the governor 
thought best; He gave me till ni:;ht to consid .. r up
on it, and then to give him an answer. I weighed 
every circumstance, a1; well as a poor brGken beert
cd sllffering mortal could in such a situation, and de
termined to enlist; for peradventure an opportunity 
might present, which I was ready to embrace, be it 
sooner 01' later, wherehy I could desert the arrl!~ and 
go to my friends, whom I longed to .ee to e~,ce~s.
But if I was put on board of a ship, all hopes of es
cape would be at an end. This my resolution I put 
in force immediately, by enlisting under Capt. Shanks, 
in the Queen's Rangers, on the .tth of June, 170·1. 

I was immediately sent from thence about 120 
miles round the lake, to where the rest of the regi
ment lay. There I was sick with the ague-fits for 
some time, but obliged to attend exercise, that they 
might make me expert in the use of the firelock. I 
eontinued there until some time in August, all the 
while very discontented and milch didle,.rtcilcd. As 
my intention was to desert from the British tJT,nts, 
the mean~ by which to effect my tlight were nH', fl

stant study. My countenance plainly demonttrat<ld 
my uneasiness, and doubtle" the officer who enl:s(r,d 
me cOllld easily guess my designs. No artifice could 
bide my uneasiness, for it was obviolJs from my dis
course to the officer at the time of my enlisti,,:;, with 
which my conduct from clay to day corresponded, 
tbat it was my intention to desfJrt them the first fa
vorable opportunity. 

So malter~ went on for some tillle, watching and 
being watched, till the time arri~ed "h:(h I had been 
so loog looking for. But contrary to lI,y eXI (eta
tions. in .. tead of extricating myself frdlll :hose barba
rous despots, I became doubly involved, and my suf
felin~, augmented to such a degree, that my 'i" fit' 
came nearer deserting my body, than my body .lid Je-
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serting the tyrants; the particulars of which I am now 
going to relate. 

Previous to my setting olf, I had frequently con
ver"ed with many of the soldiers whom I knew to be 
my friends, (and in the same predicament with my
self.) on the subject of deserti.ng. They were as fond 
of it as I was, but were afraid of the consequences. 
They said they were utter stranger~ to the way thro' 
the woods which we must pa~s; besidei it was mor
ally impossible to avoid being taken up by the sava
ge". \', ho were as thick in the woods as musquitos. 

At length one l:iamuel Soper, a lad about 19 years 
of age. a new recruit, and who had lately joined the 
regiment, appeared extremely anxious to desert; say
ing he knew the way perfectly well to th" American 
frontiers. \\' e imme(liately agreed to set out the next 
evening, and for that purpose were to meet on the pa· 
rade ground after roll-call. 

Now tbe army was so situated, that there were two 
ways by which we might make our escape. As we 
lay on the side of the lake, we might go around ~he 
east end, by way of Kingston. That looked ve
very tedious, for the distance was at least 400 miles, 
and we were in a miserable condition to undertake 
so '~ng a journey through the wilderness, having no 
provisions to carry with us. But my companion in
sisted upon going that wa). saying he was acquainted 
with mallY of the i •• hab.tants; besides he had some 
relations Oil the road. would help us to pt"o\'isions, 
which l. conceived we sbould be very much in want 
of. Notwithsta.,ding the other way was much the 
nearest, yet there were illsurrnountable difficulties 
to encounter, SlIch as a number of garrisons to pass; 
and we must likewise expect to find the woods lined 
with savages, and of cour~e be taken up before we 
cOtlld perform half o'ur journey. I mllst confess I 
wished to avoid tilt' red savages, having had sufficient 
experience of their barbarity; not that there was 
much difference in morals, manners and practice. be
tween the white savages to whom 1 was thell a slave! 
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and the red savages from whom I had so lately made 
my escape. To avoid the fetters of both was my 
determination. 

Accordi.!Jg to our agreement, we met upon the pa
rade, it being about nine o'clock at night, and set off 
towards the town, to procure a birch canoe to carry 
us round the lake. supposing that would be the best 
way, and the least guarded. We had not left the 
parade many minutes before we were missed, being 
continually watched. The whole regiment was mus
tered in quest of us, and depend lIpon it, we were as 
much alarmed as they were. We durst not travel in 
the road, but kept aliout seven or eight rods di,tant 
from the shore of the lake. We had not travelled 
far before we diocovered two parties in quest of us, 
olle in boats. the other followed the road to tOlvn.
It being very dark, which was milch in OUI favor, 'l'e 
conduded to ap!ll'Oa<.:h Dearer the .hore of the lake, 
knowing that we stood as good a chance of discover
ing them as they did of dis<.:overing lb; accordingly 
we leaped down the bank. which was almost perpen
dicularto the shore. and made a stand to see if we 
could disco\"er any hody. Immediately we discover
ed two persons walking towarus us; we lay still as 
though we were inanimate. It being very dark, they 
did not discover us, to our great joy. 

After. th~y bad passed us, we "ecreted ourselves 
among SOIl.t: flood-wood, for there wae no chance of 
running without being discovered by our ellemies, 
as they pas>ed so lIear us a~ to come c1o~e to our 
heads. When all was siill we ascended the hank, 
and made for the road again; but just as we got 
there. we heard sorneoouy cnmillg. and soon saw a 
guard of eight or ten men, wh.) pas,,,d without dis
covering liS; had we been nne minllte SOOller, we 
mll,1 have hee', taken; bllt our ImH. wa, not fome. "I.' returned a'.~ .i!: b tloe bu,he:'. and lay there 
trernblil'g till the (,0",1 seC'rned . i""'f; we then rose 
and walkt-d abollt a IJ)·k. llIlO the woods, where we 
lay until Dloruiug. Supl'osing ourselves not safe, 
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we went into a very thick swamp, and lay there all 
day. Evening heing come, lVe "ery cautiouslyap
proached the town about midnight, and luckily found 
a bark canoe which we carried to the lake, emhark
ed, crossed ~ large bay about four miles, and landed 
Ul,;!l an i,land. TIl(' wind springing up and blowing 
fresh soon after "ur landing, we dared not vellture 
auy farther at that lime. Next day. abOlst ten o'clock, 
the wind abated; and about that time my comrade 
beginning to think about something to eat, was for 
going out into the bay to kill dur.ks in plain sight of 
where our rc,;iment lay. I endeavored to convince 
him of the danger Of5uch a proceeding, but he urged 
the necessity of having somethillg to cat. I told him 
I thought the risk wa,; too great; and that if he went, 
I would tal,e the boat, proceed on, and leave him to 
abide the conseqnences. He then gave over, lind 
we went immediately into to the boat, making what 
haste we could. About noon we arrived at a large 
pond, and my comrac;e insisted on going ashore to 
get some provisions, saying he could not live any 
10llger unless he obtained some j he grieved very 
much that I was unwilliug to go ashore, and wa! eor
ry he ever sct out, having a great mind to return and 
!UI'render himself up; I soon convinced him of his 
error, telling him that he should never leave my sight 
and live. 

\\' e now continued our ronte night and daj, as of
ten as circum8tance~ would permit. Sometimes the 
wind would blow so fresh that we dared not proceed. 
Sometimes olle thing, and s.metimes another, would 
interfere, so that in four days we gained but seventy 
milc3. We at length came to where there were some 
inhabitants, of whom we got green corD to refresh· 
ourselves, which we J'eally stood in need of, and 
which put new spirili illto my comrade. 00 tbe 
lourth day, jU8t at night. the wind blew exceedingly 
hard, so that we were obli"ed to run our canoe ioto 
a Email creek to prevent her being daihed to piecell; 
aad on going a few rods up the creek, we discovered 
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a family who had lately moved from the States, and 
halted there to look at the land. 

Now about four days previous to our deserting, 
one John Brownrick who deserted from the ~ame re
giment, went down that way, and got amollt:: the jnha
bitallts. They mistrusting that he was a deserter, 
sent word to the regiment that there 1\ as sudl a per
son with them; upou which a corporal alld ten men 
were despatched to conduct him back. Tht'} arrived 
there about an hOllr after sunset that eveni.lg, at 
which time they had all three got togt'tiJer, as ill-luck 
would h,lve it, going down the lake f"r the purpose 
of emoarki"s on board ollr calloe, and proceed "';.: on 
our journey. Just as we were going on board. a 
pa t of the guard appeared in sight; the remaiudcr 
went round a pond which wa, hehilld lI' and -"elteom
pa"cd us that all hopes of e,caring were at dn end. 
When we Ilrsl saw them. we were illstaa!lv "oili~ on 
board the calloe not mislTlhting who tloey' w~'re;·lIor 
what was their errand, whell I saw a mall a few rods 
from tlS. coming towards liS. with his an .. , folded up, 
whom I took to be of the camp w" h>ld jl1st i,,,·,,'d 
throl\;!h. I told my comrades to look aroll:Jd, ""d 
turnillg to look my-t'lf, we ,oon learlied tbe truth to 
Ollr sorrow; for the I'cr,c;, who", '\t' tirst saw, com
ing lip to liS with a p"tol ill each haud, I'rt',v[,'ed 
the,n at 0111' brea,ts, s".l i"s w,' were h-, pri,,);,cr,,;
he at the sallie time sd up a 101111 halloo. whil'h Wai 
am,wered by a numher of soldiers, coming tn his as
si'(.'/H·p f .. -jlll oehi;rd I)~. 

I magi lie ollr eurl'rise at finding o:lrseh-es taken.
O. Heaven,,' thollght I, what 1lI0rc have It, s":';~r 
fr,"" these mercilc'" 1\ I",,(-? it i, IlIlro-',i!Jk that I 
call endure the d""i'I'·"ilJtlllt'!lt. But ala,! th"re 
was no with·hncil"g -rh .. " t~:rocit)-no time to think 
seriou_ly. Dri'-ell to the al1elnative ofreturili",,; or 
d:, H,,; on the spot: there were tell a~,lll\sl thnt"
th~ - had ar.s-wc had lIuI.f'--lhe odll' forbade a dis
pill-e. Thcy th"cate"ed 'JS wi'th ;1I11lt'di-,te deatli in 
elise of resistance, boulI,1 lIi illOSt iuhumauly, ani 

a 
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dragged us lip the bank of the lake. Not contented 
\yith the inhumanity of their treatment to m. at the 
time they captured us, tbey opened our wounds afresh_ 
by threats and blows. They made us lie on the 
ground all night, suffering exceedingly from the tight. 
ness of the cores with which they bound our hands 
and feet. In the morning we were most inhumanly 
dragged into the boat, which immediately Bet off for 
Head-Quarters. About the middle of the day, the 
wind blBwing fre~b, they were obliged to put on shore 
with the boat and lay there until the next day. They 
still kept us bound, diverting themselves with our 
condition, and telling us of the miseries we mllst ex· 
pect to endure on our return to the regiment; all 
which made a deep impression on my mind, being 
well acquainted with the manners and customs of the 
English and Indians, and their hatred to the Ameri· 
cans. Indeed I had no rea SOD to expect any thing 
better tban what they told me I sould "uffer. 

After lying al\ night on the wet sand, being all three 
bound fast together, we were the next morning drag. 
ged into the boat as before, and again set out for the 
regiment. We had not gone far before the wind died 
away, that we were obliged to take to our oars.
There being but five of them that went with us in the 
boat, they wanted some of our assistance in rowing, 
and proposed to liberate us, provided we would row. 
Thinking it would be much easier, than to lay 
there bound in the manner we were, we agreed to the 
proposal; they llDbollnd us, and we applied our. 
lielves smartly to the oars. We rowed about three 
miles, our minds all the while engaged in forming 
plans to prevent our being carried back to tbe regi. 
ment. We at length slightly made signs to rise against 
the boat's c.rew, and take the hoat to ourselves. We 
were di,advantageously situated in the boat to begin 
the attack, John Brownflck rowed with the after, 
Samuel Soper the middle, and myself the forward 
oar ill the buat. The 8ail being betwixt me and my 
eoadJutors, prevented me from ebserving the critical 
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moment when the mutiny began. All the fire· arms 
were in the bow ofthe boat, where T was, except one 
musket, which lay close to Brownrick. When tile 
moment arrived which Brownrick conceived to be 
the most f!lvorab-le for our purpose, he took the gun 
that lay by him, and presented it to the breast of the 
man who steered the boat, threatening him with in
stant death in case of resistance from him or any oth
er man of the company. Brownrick then snapped 
the gun at him, but it missed fire, which circum
!tance so emboldened our enemies that they com~ 
menced a smart defence; OIlC of them making a stroke 
at Brownrick with his oar, so timely, and so well di
rected. that he was knocken down senseless and lay 
in that condition for some time, which preveuted his 
assisting us any more. The sail had prevented my 
seeing Brownrick's motions; his threats to the man 
at the helm, the snapping of the gun, and the sound 
of the paddle OR his heRd, were almost iustantaneous, 
following each othel in quick su(;cession, and were 
the first notict'! I had of the matter. I immediately 
flew to the arms in order to secure them, and called 
to Soper to exert himself in support of our cause.
Soper thinking the comhat unequal, five against two, 
stepped into the bow of the boat, and took up a pistol 
which lay there. One of the boat's crew then ad
vanced towards me, to prevent my usillg the gun I 
had taken in my hands; as soon as he came within 
my reach, I struck him on the head with the breech 
of my gun, which knocked him down; the blow frac
tured his skull, and he lay for some time apparently 
lifeless. As I was a going to repeat the experimcnt 
on my next oppo.er, I was pushed down in thc bot
tom of the boat by a man standing l>ehind me, which 
prevented my stroke; and before I could rise again, 
I was struck over the head with the barrel of the gun 
which I broke when I knocked dowll the man I first 
attacked. Soper cocked his pistol, aud presented it 
at the head of my antagouist, but instead of firing 
tbel'istol, as be ou~ht to have done, lie cried out for 
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mercy in the most mOl-ing terms, declaring that he 
had no hallJ in the mutiny, leaving me to 8up)lort 
the C<lll!'C alone against four rugged 0pPI'0sers.-
Knowing that farther opposition would be useless, I 
submitted "" ,L Ii a ['I'i,oller. 

'fbe htu,'- creW I)('i,'~ exceedingly exasperated a· 
gainst me, to satiate (h"ir leve',~e, ,truck me on the 
head most furiously w,th the 1'1",11, which effectually 
pu I an end to all resi"t~nce on my part. After I 
came a little to myself, ther ordered nu' to "it down 
in tile bottom oftbe boat," hich I did with great sub· 
mission. They rc?caterl the strol,cs on my head with 
th" pistol, till I was prostrated in the bottom of the 
boat j they jumped on my bre~'t. and threatened me 
with their mal'c;nallct:. t;:1 Sorer and Brownrick 
were bound f",t~ They thell bound me n,o,t inhu
manly, and afterwards hound us all three to~ether, 
and threw n" into the bottom of the boat, in about 
four inches of w~ter. We lay in that candition from 
seven o'clock in the mornill;!;. till we arrived wbere 
the regime!"]t was. which was t~n o'c\oolt in the eveBing. 

All this time we lipent in silent meditation: hardly 
one word escape us, as we had nothing of a very 
cOI,solatory nature to say to each other. For Illy 
own part I wished that death would interfere, &: fore
close the expected event: as living in such misery was 
equal to the ignominious death we expected shortly 
to suffe,. Either of the crimes we had heeu guilty of, 
demanded our lives. From friendship we had nothing 
to expect; money we had none j the result must 
t~refore be death. On our arrival at ol1r place of 
destination, some parts of the boat's crew went OR 

shore, and gave the ofticers all account of what had 
transpired from the time of their departure in search 
of us, to their return. They immediately sent a 
guard of a • '!,ora! and five men to take chllrge of 
us, who Jr,,;_;.:~d us from the boat to the shore as they 
would have done, had we been dead, shewing us no 
mercy. We lay all night under guard. on the cold 
ground, wet to the skin, without any thing to eat or 
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drink. In the morning we were unbound. e~eorted 
from thence by a strong guard to a loathsome prison, 
and ironed hand and foot. We begged for some pro~ 
visions. but they told liS we deserved none; and when 
we urged the necessity of having some, saying we 
must eat or starve. we were answered that starving 
wa~ just what we merited, and that our lives would 
soon make atonement for oar crimes. However, 
not long after, we drew the prisoner's allowance, 
bread and water, and that very sparingly dealt out to 
us. Poor suffering mortals, thought I, thus entan
gled RRd no hopee of an escape; no friend to pity or 
speak one consoling word to us j but hundreds on the 
ether hand, echoing to us death and ignominy. We 
were kept in irons fifteen days, and then sent down to 
Niagara for trial. On our arrival at that place, a 
COllrt martial was summoned, before whom we were 
brought, and our crimes read to us, which were de
sertion and mutiny. Brownrick being an old soldier 
and an old offender, knew the martial law better than 
I did, and objected to our accusations j sayin~ it was 
IlOt cons.nant to law, to try a soldier for two crimes 
of equal magnitude, at and one the same time. The 
chairman consulted the rest of the court martial 01\ 

the su~jecl, and at length agreed to expullge one of 
the charges exhibited against us. Mutiny was accor
din~ly erased from the black account. We were 
thell ordered back to the guard house, and the court 
proceeded in the businesi' till they had completed it. 
We were then ordered into court to hear sentence 
was read, which was that Brownrick and myself were 
next day to receive a thousallll.l lashes each, Soper hut 
eight hUlldl ed. in consequence of his tender years; 
which favor towards Soper I thought was quite un
aecessary, expecting that neither of ns would be a
ble to survive more than five or six hundred la~hes: 
and what they did to us after we were dead was of 
no consequellce. 

The next day the regiment received orders tn pa
rade at one o'clock in the afternoon. Soper all this 

Do! 
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while was in the greatest agony imaginable, crying 
and begging for mercy, wringing his bands, pleading 
that his tender years lind inexperience ought to ex
empt him from punishment, and alleging that I was 
the sole cause of his deserting, by which means be 
had incurred the displeasure of the officers, whom he 
always loved, and subjected himself to an infamous 
punishment. The officers considering his story very 
plausible, and knowing that when I enlisted that it 
was much against my inclination, seemed inclined to 
believe all Soper said a~ainit me. I reminded the 
officers that I was American born; that it was im
possible for me to forget my cDuntry and my parents; 
that I was not to blame forceming among them, for
tune had directed me there; and had fortune favor
ed my escape, I should have been rid of their perse
cutions, which was worth trying for. I owned that 
I had enlisted, but not voluntarily; it was choosing 
the least of two evils. Tbe officers heard what they 
pleased of my harangue, paying but little attention 
during the whole of it. 

At one o'clock the regiment paraded, -agreeably to 
orders, and we were brought forth to receive our 
punishment. Brownrick being the eldest ofthe three, 
was ordered to be flogged first. He was accordiugly 
tied up, received his punishment, and rna. out to 
live through it. My turn came next. I bade the 
world and all my friends adieu, not having tbe least 
expectation to survive the awful trial. They tied 
me up and gave me five hundred lashes. The Doc
tor standing by, ordered me to be released, telling 
them tbat I could not endure any more at that time. 
I was accordingly taken down but could not stand.
They informed me that on a future day, when I should 
be able, I must expect to receive the remainder of my 
allotted punishment. Soper, who had stood by and 
ieen the punishment inflicted upon us, almost stupi
fied with grief, expected to be in~tantly bound with 
the cords from which I had just been released, and 
rtluive the reward ofRi~ otiSertioD; but his €adaver-



JlfATTBKW BUNN. 

GUS appearance so moved the tender feelings of the 
otneel's. that IIpon !Ji~ humbly begging pardon upon 
his bended knees, alld solemnly promising strict 
obedience for the future, they accordingly pardoned 
him. 

Brownrick Rnd myself were then carried to the 
hospital. and put undt'r the Doctor's care, there to 
remain till I should either die or recover. I must 
confess I prayed for death. thinking that it could 
be at no great distance, and hoping that it would 
come like a friend to relieve me from pain. The 
Doctor attended us very assiduously, and a few hours 
after the tirst dressing of my back, I began to be sen. 
sible of what had happened to me; for on cleansing 
my wounds, and removing the con!o!;ulated blood and 
mangled tlesh (being so cut to pieces, that my bow. 
els were almost visible to the lIaked eye) I felt the 
most excruciating pains, which were increased by an 
intlamation that began to prevail, in Bpite of all the 
Doctor's efforts to prevent it. I continued in thii 
situation about nine days, all of which time I lay on 
my face, without a moment's sleep. My wounded 
back then began a gentle Buppuration,the pain and in· 
llamation moderated, and the Doctor hegan to be en· 
couraged, telling me with a smile that he believed I 
might recover; which was more than he expected 
two days before, as he expected that the intlamation 
would terminate in a gangrene. At tirst I was much 
elevated, but then considering that I h:\d received but 
half my punishment, and that returning health would 
lIring with it the other half, my spirits were again de· 
pressed. But God, whose wisdom exceeds all wis· 
dom,and whose wa)S are past finding out,did through 
his intinite mercy support me in the hour of my af· 
flictions, and b} his mighty power extricate me from 
impending misery, which nOlle elEe could have done. 
Blessed be his name. 

About three weeks after, the intlamation began to 
abate; pieces of fiesh as large as an egg peeled off 
my baek in man) places; after which my wounds lie· 
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gao to heal, so thatio a short time I was able to walk 
"Withoutrnuch difficulty. 

Ahout three month~ after, the regiment had order. 
to remove to Toro.ito. being several days jOllr!ley, 
which was to be performed b) water; alld on the day 
appointed for the erni-mrkation. the troops went on 
board the hoate, about :;.x( ...... ,. in ('aeh boat, and I was 
on board, with them. My back WIIS so ,are that I 
could bear no clothing on me, except a shirt and a 
1Ilanket, which I wrapped round my shoulders. Soon 
after we set sail for Toronto, a cold storm of wind and 
rain came on ; and notwithstanding my sitnation, I 
lVas obliged to endure it with no more covering than 
my blanket, and that a poor on 1". The boats crew 
being very peevish, paid DO more attention to me than 
they would have done had I beell as rugged as oDe of 
them; so that from their inhumanity, and the inclem
encyof the weather, I suffered amazlllgly. 011 OIU 

arrival at Toronto, I wae ordered on shore, and from 
thence to the guard house, where I was visited by the 
Doctor, till such time as my back was almost well, 
being four months from the time I was pUllished. Soon 
after the Doctor had dilimi;;sed me, I was informed 
that tht: time was drawing nigh when I was to receive 
the rl:!mainder of my punishment, and desired to pre
pare mysclf to receive it. I told them that I could 
not uudergn the operation and li\ e ; they told me that 
was my look.out, and left me to consider of it. Af
ter a short pause, I came to the resolut,o', of murdcl'
ill>!. 01) self, preferring \lnd instant death to a lingering 
one; hut upon a second thought, my seuses revolted, 
fearing the awful consequences of appeulDg before 
an otfended Delt} with the crime of self murder to 
answer for. In the meal, time, while I was ml:!dita
ting on my prl:!sent circumstallces, I was notified to 
make mysl:!lf rt-ady against the next day. to receive 
the remaillder of m) pu",shment. O! my dear friellds 
and conntr) mel! thillk all my deplorable c,rcumstan
ces. Father oflllercil';;, lend me your aid to eudure 
",hat IS inflicted UPOII me, aud sanctify it to my ever-
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lasting good. After giving v;:,~t to a flood of tcaTS, 
my convulsed breast hecame more resi~lIed to Illy 
fate. supposillg my time to be short in this transitory 
world, and a life of endless duration soon to com
mence, So great were In) expectatio!ls for chan~i;,:; 
thi, world fora hetter. that I could have hce!, "iil
iog to taste installtly the bitter cup of death, and to 
re,ign my pour afflicted soul into ihe harids of God 
who gave it me, and my body to the dllst, from whence 
it was taken. All thoughts of >nicide vanished, and 
I became more resigned to my fate; I only wished 
for presence of mind. fortitude and rersevereance, till 
I had finished my course. Tbe time at j,'!I~lh nrriv
ed for me to prove my resolution; the n's;""",t pa
raded, and a guard carne to escort me to the [,I"c<' of 
punishment; after I came there, 1 tho tIght it my ':uty 
to plead with the officer to spare my hfc, which he 
did. Tile officer seemed to hearken to my prayer, 
and examined me with great circumspection. re'pect
ing my damning the King,and what were my moti\es 
in doinf.{ it, and the reason why I deserted. and after I 
was taken, how 1 dared to have a recourse to mutiny; 
and farther who were my accomplices, I illformed him 
with great submission, saying, I was as much to hlame 
as either of the others, and no more, nolwitilsta;,oing 
Soper's evidence a~ainst me; for we would have all 
gOlle clear If we could, which was evident from our 
risiug against the boat's crew, 1I0twithsta"dillg our 
inferiority in nUlllbers: but what was doue could IIOt 
be re-cailed, and if I could be forgiven, I would in 
future behave lIIyself in all respeets 35 a good and 
faithful soldier. upon the reception of Illy COLfl'S
sion, the otlicer put his hand into his pm'ket, and 
took out my pardon, which was from the GO\-erIlOr, 
and read it to me, which sr moved III) tl,,·ljn~s of 
gratitude to God. in hll rc) to me, tLat I bt'h:n cd 
more like an idiot th:,., a man of seHse. I hopped 
.and skiPlkd ahout the ,ircle of soldier. that had en
COd,p"ss('d me f"r 1"",i"hllle,.I, thanklll!,!; heaven for 
my kwd deli Virauce from tbe IilUnedlate J3 ws of deatll. 
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The officers appeared not a little pleased, suppo
sing ther had cOllquered me with judgment mingled 
lVitb mercy. I was then ordered to join the regi
ment. aCI'ordingly I did, and there I SOOI) learned the 
reason of tbe alJatement of the remainder of my pun
ishment. It was Soper's conduct that gave rise to it j 
for he at the time of our trial, accused me of being 
the sole cause of his desertion. and consequently pro
moted the mutiny, to which be declared he was not 
an ace essary, and the part which he acted was not on 
ac~ount of the circumstahces of the case in which he 
was so suddenly involved, and in evidence of the 
turpitude, he said he laid hands Oil no person, and the 
taking up the pistol and presenting it as he did, was 
done through confusion of mind, witnes~ing that at 
the instant in which he presented the pistol at the 
soldier's head, he cried Ollt for mercy, and delared 
him~elf innocent of the rising; and on these circum
stances, at the time when I received my punishment, 
Soper received his pardon, and orders to join the re
giment,which he did immediately. A short time after, 
this honest, innocent Soper, deserted them; they pur
sued him, but to no purpose; he etfected His e!capa j 
a happy circumstance for me, for the officers were
by that convinced Soper was an imposter, and that I 
was in a great measure right in what I related to 
them of hi. conduct, at the time we deserted togeth
er, aud afterwards; therefore dischargt;d me from 
the remainder of my intended pnuishmellt. My cap
tain was hnmane, and I suppose a good advo(:ate in 
my favor; he never seemed to take any delight in 
the punishment of a soldier, nol' I believed ever en
couraged the soldiers in complaining of olle another, 
but would chide them smartly when they came to him 
with complaiuts, telling them that half to the corn
plainallt waR a, just, where pllnishmcllt was to be in
tilcted, as it wa~ when interest was to be accumula
ted by it; but I must coufess the officers had it not 
ill thtir power to d".;1I51'e" 10 the soldiers at ail times, 
for it was impossible: for ttJllm to kuow tbe rijiht ef 
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the ca~~, the soldiers were so combined together. 
believe there scarcely ever was a more vicious set of 
mortals collected from tbe four cormers of the glohe : 
they consisted of refugee. English, Scotch, f rioh. 
Dutch and American cowhoys, except some poor 
American captives which were purchased of the In
dians, and by some artful means forced into their ar
my. Indeed an honest soldier could liS well live in 
the fire as to livf) with them; (or if be would not do 
as they would have him, they would tell him they 
could eaoily put him out of their way. They fre
quently sent otf parties in boats on duty, to some 
place where they wanted provisions collected, or for
age, with an orderly officer to oversee them; and if 
the offieer was not quite agreeable to them wheu on 
shore, they would purposely knock him overboard, 
row off, and leave him to drown; and when they re
turned the officer would inqllire iuto the matter, but 
to no purpose j for the boat's crew would swear, one 
and all, that the deceased fell overboard by mere ac
cident, and thli circumstances were 511Ch at that pre
sent time, that it was out of their power to save hllll, 
and matters were obliged to pass otf. 

After I had been in the regiment a few weeks. and 
had recovered my strength in some mf'asure, one 
day my captain came (0 n,e, and asked me if I should 
likp to go a little distance from the army, alld go to 
work clearing land. J told him it would he perfect
ly agreeable, if I could have company; h~ bade me 
ch[)o~e olle to !!:o with me j accordindy I chose one 
Thomas Kelllling, a native of Old Hartford, and off 
we set, bllilt u, a htlt according to our captain's direc
tiolls, and went to work. Now I was considerably 
indebted to m;- captain, for when I was sick he provi
ded me with a nurse, a .. d would advance mOlley for 
me when I wanted ne('e5,aries j and gratitude forb"de 
my not serving him. Btlt after "'l' had labored 
there till the e'l"l,.'g A,.ril. we conciuaed \\,(' had 
done tiu/;i('if III to dj,c!l" '-"e 'lUI' an'f'a' <l_;'-,U herefore, 
under no obl16alion to klllg Of caplai-Il, lind If we 
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staid any longer, we should work no more mODey iD. 
to our pockets, and concluded to set "ft' the fin,t good 
opportunity; aLcordJTJgly we paLked up our duds, 
and about three oa) \ 1'1 u\i"it)IIs that WI' had in camp 
with m', and 011 the '2ith Jay ur !~pril. at evenilJ:!, we 
set off, hope aud fear comtantly altcrnatilJ:';, watch· 
ing and rf"l\ ~"!: for our I'er,ollals afety,alld 1Il<llThed 
011 to the shtlre to fi:,d a canoe, for In watcr we IIIUst 
go, and the Indians must find liS a c~lloe. After we 
camc to the ~hore, we tnr' elleLi on about tW( miles, 
aDd found a canoe;' bllt the India:;,; were askep Itilrd 
by it. ludeed so IIear were the}, w,· thought it im· 
pr:lctjrable L. steal it; bllt IVC cOlllf! lind no other, 
an, I ,011lt'th,,,g muH imrnedi~,('iJ be dOlle. as we soon 
should be ITIl-5(·d. and the ["diall" like:y wo,lId ,jl' "ke 
-we agrel'd to try ollr ~kill, wellt ,on I} as poo,:ble 
to the ";>11"',', took it up. and returned hark undiscov. 
ered. then launched it into the 1,'ke. f;ot i,.(o it, ~"d 
paddled otl with ail p"",ble 'l'ec(i rOtlnd the lake, 
and by da) light we lVere 6ixteen mile, from ,i,e ,ec;i
me:'t; thell w. went on ,h.)r", and carried ollr calloe 
illto the bmhE's, and there We: lay conceaied ulltil 
tweke o'clock, and obsefTillg Ilothi"g rnovj",: that 
would molest liS. we ~et off, alld with otlr paddles al· 
m'''! made Ol'f little birch canoe Ih ; we watched and 
trembled as we proC(-eded, keeril~g ,-Io,e in with the 
shore, that in ca~e I<l' were ,·ha.ed b) boats. we ,,"~ht 
quit oars, and fly to the woods. After we had bllt 
about three miles upon our se"ond .et out, we di,ro
vrred a large sail boat rnikillg after u,; we immedi. 
atd), made for the shore, up With our callOC, and reo 
tfl'ated to the woods: bllt the hoat l';:s"d without 
d",,,)\ <.:rin:! U', and made rOllnd a point of land; then 
we Iuo !pars that they had di.covered I,,.. alld were 
g'l; "g abollt three milt" round, and tl,en to come up· 
0" O'Jr barb. and ellt liS otffrorn the WdOJ,_ 'I'Ve 
iu"tantly hid ollr canoe, took lip our p;,rb. a'ld 
m~rrherl iuto the woods. about oue mi~t'. t:JCre <Ie. 
pm,iled OUI I,ae\(, ill a thicket of bushes. a"o wetlt to 
see If we coulJ discover allY thing mora of tbe boat) 
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and whether they bad landed or not; and when we 
came where we expected they had landed, we saw 
them at a good di"tauce, going on their way; then 
our fl'ars abated, and we returned to ollr packs, 
and from thence to our boat, and carried our boat to 
the water's edge, in order to proceed on; but soon 
discovering a boat with Indians a small di.(ance ahead 
of liS, we nimbly letired to the bu~hes, and were not 
disco\'ered by them. We concluded not to ventllre 
round that point of land, bllt to carry the canoe across 
it. being ahout three miles to the lake j accordingly 
we did so, lalHll'hed our canoe and set off for the op
posite shore j it had got to be the dusk of the evening, 
but we ~lIppo~ed we could plainly see the opposite 
shore. and after we had paduled till tbe middle of the 
ni~ht, we cOllld not discern any land at all, the wind 
rising, anu s(on blew most violelltly, raIsing an awflll 
Ewell. the ~~itated lake tos,;ing II> IIpon the surface of 
the waler,thcli down again into the trough of the sea j 

the next sea would meet IlS alld I aise us again, so that 
we would rise a!ld fall at ('ueh alternate swell near
ly ten feel. and expected every moment to be .wal-
10\\'rd up by, the tide. Our hoat would oftentime! 
take in two or three gallons of "'alpr, which IH' in

St:-hltly b~l(:d ont with our calltl'('II. whidl we had 
nl:(·<1 for that pllrp""', b) takill~ out one of the 1-,...,,15, 
F)": \.. jo,,~ ttl onr :d1enll'tl!l;';' to ('ro~s. III this (1"'(111 

J>:·,'~l:c;Ht ~~l1l we r('nlil,i t'd till about an hllt.r Llc/t·re 
d", ,.~:,; "j,l'1l we ~1"'!\'I,d at the ,hon" a"d ait"II",t
ed-!: t.dil':,!. b1lt ",t,r O",Htll d,n~!~, ;1.', ill ~'t'd~lf·n'll'l:. l'be 
t, .. ,1; ; til(' swell. I'an h,,~t.. "nd when: '(q'l'C'd [,'"m 
tho canoe I held her :'1,1 h\" OIl' hnDd; hui '1I.'",g 
chd:('IJ ~'ltb th(' {'!lId ::11.' ~ :!:('(' }:;1\ i1t~ sat "'i:t!"IJ,~,·.!d 
he.i} in the h,tier r,olll n",:,"~h( I h:.d lost (I.c Ii" of 
nc.· (c~,. anI! tilt' >"".jl. ",hen l'l'lIlf"li:.& f,n," the .,,""e 
w" ,.d rarr) .. '" It.lI, it te. or IW,';"'" leet ba<:k into 
th, '_/:P, a;,11 ,,:Ie:: It relur I'J. wu"ld drive me" ·(b 
the ,'alloc 0:1 (:,c.l;n:('abJin j II' 'l'li:~th I br~rerl my
seif, ~"d I",!d Il('(' till (he fI"c!i 1;.,01 ;;one oui, ""ei 
thell .inlitantly drag~ec.I i, (' ouL of the leach .f ~he 

E 
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swe~I., and then my comrade got out, but could 
not stand. J fell to chafillg him till he began to be 
warm, and by that time the day began to dawn. which 
warned llS to retire into the woods for our personal 
~af~ty. We took up our canoe and carried it into 
the bushes, and hid it, then went on ollrselves till we 
were far enough from the shore to be out of tianger, 
and then struck a lire, stripped off our wet clothes, 
dried them, warmed ollrseh'es, eat 8 few mouthfuls 
of our provisions, and were not a little pleased to 
think we had ~o fortunately escaped thus far from the 
regiment. After we had sufficiently dried our cloth· 
ing, and rested our weary limb~, we concluded to reo 
turn to our canoe, carry it to the shore and proceed; 
(or we had no time to spare; but to be too hasty in 
our march would be equally dangerous, and we hard· 
ly kllew when we were too fast or too slow; for our 
escape depended milch 011 a well timed march.
When we came to the ~hore, we found the wind had 
much abated; in a short tIme it was clllm, and the a
gitated lake much quieted. To our great surprise 
we found the lake much broader where we crossed 
the proceeding night than we expected, forwe could 
not discern the opposite shore from which we came, 
and afterwards learned it was 24 miles acro!~. We 
again set off, keeping close in with the land, and 
went about thrte miles; then went on shore, the 
wind again blew fresh, whioh prevented our going a
ny further till it moderated; we left our canoe by the 
shore side, for tkere was a small village in si~ht of us, 
and tbe laud cleared for some distance round it, and 
if we had carried our boat with liS, we should have 
been discovered. We went to the woods and tMI rio 
ed till the Hext night, undiscovered by any of the in
haiJituuts; then we retufJIed to our canoe, alld found 
it was beat to pieces by the swells. Now we were 
in a sad predicament, and determined to retire about 
ten miles to a neighboriug woo!!, which we did, un. 
discovered, and placed otJr,eIH~8 ina thicket ofbrllsh; 
there we gave ourselveli fuIlhberty to speak, think 
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and consult freely on our circumstances; we had not 
so mu;:h to fear from Indiaus as we had before, as we 
were out of their course, besides, that we had passed 
the most formidable part of them j the white people 
were now most to be feared by us; at length we a
greed to follow the lake till we arrived at Niagara, 
and accordingly set oli~ and travelled for five days 
and a half; out meeting with large ponds and impas
sable swamps, that we were obliged to go round, and 
whi(,h led us about ten miles from th"! lake, which in 
some measure lost us, concluded we had gone far e
nough; accordingly shaped our course for the head 
of the lake, and after we had travelled about ten 
miles, we arrived at the lake, about eight miles below 
where we expected; then retired again into the 
woods, and set ourselves down to re5t, in a place 
where we- were secure from all but strolling parties 
of English and ludians; the Indians were what we 
most feared, for they always had a large dog with 
them, and their dogs would be a" likely to finrl us, as 
to filld game, aAd would not leave us when found, 
soouer thal.l they would leave a buck. \V e continu
ed there until dark, interrupted by nothing in reality, 
though imagination wuuld rouse us; then we mar
ched on very cautiously to the head of the lake, to 
Niagi;lra, and at a distance from the fort, viewed it, 
seeing nothing stirring to molest liS; our being well 
acquainted with that place gave 1'5 some advantage 
in securing our.elves; we knew their customs, their 
travels b) night and day, and governed ourselves ac
cordingly. We agreed to take the river Niagllra, 
where it empties into lake Ontario at Fort Niagara. 
alJd follow it, to see if "'e could not fiud an Indian ca
noe to pass the river; we travelled about six or eif:;bt 
mIles, but found nothing to help ourselves; then we 
returned within sight of the garrison, and observed 
nothing stirring that would harm us; we shaped our 
course lor the Gelle5ee country, and travelled Oft 

till dnlight bc"an to dllwlJ; we (hell retired to a 
tflicket Gf brush at some diitallGe from the road, an. 
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there lay waiting the approach of night with-great im
patience, our provisions being almost spent, and no 
means in our power to recruit them, and also .excee
dingly fatigued with our journey, and weakened for 
want of the common comforts of life; but the maL;' 
nitude of our o~iect supplied the place of provisions, 
and the hopes of our future enjoyments cancelled the 
past and present hours of adversity. Notwithstand
ing. our case was urgent, and tbere was no time to 
be lost; thus urged on to improve industriously eve
ry minute of our time, for we must in ease we did not 
soon complete OUf nndertaking, perish with hnnger, 
or fall a sacrifice to Britisth barbarity. 

AboClt twenty-one miles from Niagara, there was a 
garrison kept by the Englisli, called Chippawa (an 
Indian name) by which we mnst pass, and from that 
at the distance of about eighteen miles another gar
rison, being Fort Erie, the river Niagara passing be
twixt that, and the Genesee country, which could be 
crossed no other way than in ferry boats; so that we 
had nearly forty miles then to travel before Wit could 
arrive at the Genesee cOltntry; however, we encour
aged each other, and in the dusk of the evening set 
out with!1 consid~rable share of fortitude, and a de
termined resolution to persevere. The inhabitants 
being very thick, we were obliged to keep tbe woods 
as milch as possible; thus we tral'elled on till we 
came to the Chippawa ~arrison; thus we were obli
ged to take the road, travelling on till at length we 
met five or six mell standing in the road; coming up 
to them, they acco~ted us, how do you do, gentlemen? 
'We answered them as politely as possible. and with· 
out ;tny visible concern; (hev asked us where we 
were bound; 1 answered, to' Detroit. Whither do 
YOll corne from? I answered from the States. What 
parts? 1 answered, Schenectady. One of them in
formed me he carne from there not long since, and 
did I. know any of the people of that place? I answer
ed hllll that I made no particular acquaintance with 
any person, as my stay there was very short; for 
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soon after my arrival, I took boat and came directly 
to Detroit; and to prevent any farther inquiry. I 
bade them all good night, and passed on. We had 
not got far before we met three more, who examin
ed d" a little. I answered them and moved on, be
ing considerably alarllled expected to be taken up, 
or thHt an attempt would be made to take us up, 
which wOllld be uearly as fatal; but we mct with no 
more interrllption till we came lIear the garri~on; 
then we bad to sC'ck for the bridge, which was not far 
from us; we went on with much cantion; at length 
we discovered the bridge. a centinel placed not far 
from it. and on the left side of the road, at a Sill'll! 

distance. was thegarri!on; on the right stood a large 
store-hollse ; wc made for the back side of it, and 
got there unbektlown to the eentinel, and when he 
w,dked from us we could crc!p along, and wbcn he 
€ame towards us, we lay still, till at If'ngth we got on 
the bridge; thcn we wcre discovered. and ran with 
all speed ae ross lhe brIdge. betaking ou rseh'es to the 
woods. alld travelling about two mile!, and there se
Grel('d ourselves in a thicket of brush rejoicing at onr 
good fortune in making our escape thus far. We 
took a short nap now and then, till night coming on, 
we sct off, following the \'foods not far distant from 
the road that led to Fort Erie, till we arril'('d at the 
river Niagara,near the fort. We searched very close
ly for a boat to cross the river, but could find none; 
then we set off down the Nia;rara, and travelled a
bout six mile~. and coming to 'Col. POll'ell'. near the 
river side, we foulJd a IHr~e boat which would have 
carried a dozen or 15 men. We immediately went on 
board, and set off from the shore; but meeting .orne 
ice, we drifted a littlc way, and landed upo', an Isl
and; then one ofui went on shore. taking hold oflhe 
boat's painter, the other in tbe boat, with an oar kept 
her off from the shore, and dragged tbe boat rouud 
the Island; then set off again, alld arrived on shore 
about two honrs before daylight, and made our boat 
fast then retired to the woods, and sat down secure'-

E~ 
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Iy. and took from our pochts all the provisioni we 
bad left, which was only ahout two ounces of bread 
a p'ece; we ate it; and had eighty miles to travel 
before we could arrive at the Genesee Setllemen~; 
but we were much ellcollra~ed. not doubting hut we 
should 800n arrive among our frielld~ and relations. 
We 81!:ain set out, and travelled till we came to a foot 
p~th tbat led from Fort EQie to the Gene~ee; and for 
fear of meeting witb Indians, we retired some distance 
from the path, and lay there until about one the next 
morning; the moon rising. we steered by that, and 
travelled till daylight, tlli'n retired as before; and so 
lying b,y in the day, and travelling by night, in two 
days' we arrived at the Genesi'e, after a tedious trav
el of ten days in the woods, without any thing to cov
IIr us but the heavens, and only three day's provision. 

We .et out on our journey the twenty-seventh of 
.April, and arrived on the seventh of MIlY, inthe year 
1795, where we werl' cordially received by the inha
bitants, and most kindly treated. 

Perhaps my readers may be Ilesirous to know who 
Illy comrade was that came with me, ano the place 
of his ;Ibode; his name was Thomas I{enning, a na
tive of Old Hartford, who, being tdken by the Indiana 
Dot long after J was, carried to the Mallmee town, 
from which place I had hilt a short time before deser
ted. The Indians not fancying him, for he dio not 
unclerstand business very well, sold him to an Indian 
traot'r for five pounds; the Indian trader sent him to 
Detroit, to labor, thereby to redeem himself. alld it 
was there I got acquainted with him. B.'ing yery 
jntimate, we kept together; and after I had enlisted, 
to conti nne in r:ompany he also enlisted; and after 
takinli; the oath of allegiance we each received oar 
bounty. which was ten gllineas. So that from the 
time of our acquaintance to the present day. is sOlue
thing male than two y('ar, and" half. He beillg a 
ahoemaker, wellt imll'l'd1atdy to work, after our ar. 
ri~al at Gellesee; alld alit'r I had reco\"ered in some 
Rilea;;urc frQO} the fatigues which I underwent on OQr 
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. iaurl'ler, ann ~om the bad itate of health which T was 
m, went to work to get me 'ome c1ot\ling and money. 
to hear my expense, home. What I earned, and 
whllt the illhahilallt~ kindly hestowe,) upon me. bro't 
me safe to Rehohoth. on the fir-t of Octoht!r, 1795. 

I .. mitted 1n the tirst pert of thid jourlllIl, to finish 
the aCCOlJPt of rnl' friend. Mr. Smith, who ransoml!d 
me 1'1"'01 the Illrli~lls. After I IVa, put in prison for 
da""lliil~ the kill/!, I was indebted to Mr. Smith, and 
all probahility of his recovering allY more of me, wail 
at an end, he expected me to be hanged: but it pro1'
ed more favorable to me, thall he or I expect"d; 
some time after I had enlisted, we happened to meet 
and he sf.'emed very glad that my life was spared; and 
after some talk, he asked me if I was willing to make 
a settlement with him; accordinl;!;ly we 8ettled ac. 
counts and found a bala"ce due to him uf something 
more than fifteen dollars; he kindly aRked me if could 
let him ha.ve a small part of it, Wfithout much injuring 
myself. I told him I fclt a pleasure in helping him, 
and went directly to a friend that kept my money 
th"t I had taken for my bounty, and gave him his 
pay to a farthing, which pleased bilJl well; he then 
wi~hed me well. and we parted, and I never law him 
afterwards; for soon after. the Indians went to fight 
General Wayne's army, and a great number of the 
first characters in Detroit dre.sed themselvell in dis
guise, and went with them, to encourage them; aod 
in that action my frielld Mr. Smith, was.killed, witll 
many other white people of that place. 

Morris'Ooyle, (who left the Indians at the same, 
and who accompanied me,till we quit the canoe,)be-
iog an old countryman, and not used to the woods, 
eould mak'e no hand in travelling in the night; he 
!loon lost !light of me, returned to the boat, and em
barked for he knew not where, but kept on till h~ ar
ri\'ed at an island in the fork of Glaze River, aui 
there "ent on ~hore, supposiug he had maGe the main 
land, and set big canoe adrift; but after da) light he 
too late dis, overed his miilak.e; for Ire was 80 c-om-
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pletely encompas~ed with watp.r, that be could lIot 
get Gil: withont the I"dians com~ & carried him. He 
walked roulld the island. to see ifa", both appearl'd, 
so that he nti:.;ht go off; and about !w!lv ... olclock he 
observed all fndian coming directly to the i~Jand. to 
to hunt; when the Indian was out of sight. Doyle 
took his canoe and made his escape from the bland 
to the ,hore of the river; thl'n ntai>lIlg. the he .• ! of his 
way down the river five or >-IX ,ndes. but beillg with
out provisiolls, he called at an Indian camp. The 
Indians at the eamp having heard that Doyle had es
caped fromlhe I:,dia!l' up iht, river. t,)Ok him into 
safe keeping. and sellt ovord that he \Va, ill their pos
session. l' pOll this, they immediately came and took 
Do) Ie into custody. and were about to put him to 
death. when there happened to be an Indian trader 
p .(- ""t. b,Y the name of Robert Wilson. who bought 
Du,!c for 1',\ 0 half ioes and sent him into Detroit. I 
afkr" ,1r,l- "aw hi~ at that place, and labored ...,ith 
hin. a number of day;;; out having gone ont with a 
purl..r of the King's Sun-eyors, he broke his leg and 
died in the woods. 
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PATRIOT:r.O SONG. 
ST. CLAIR'S DEFEAT-By lU. BUNN. 

--=:;)ISI~*"I~IC:::--
NOVEMBER the fourth, in the year ninetY'one, 

We had a 80re t'ngagenleot lIeat to Fort Jefferson; 
St. Cia" was our cOlllmander, which may remembered be, 
Since we have lost nine hundred men in the western territory. 

At Lexington and Quebec, w here many a hero [,,11, 
And likewise at Long.lsland, as I the truth can tell, 
For Duch a horrid ('alllJg~; my eyes they never see, 
As happened on the [.I"i,,,' near tbe river :St. Mary. 

Our militia were attacked jus: as the day did br~ak, 
But soon were overpowered and t(lrCedlO relrpat ; 
Then they killed Ca[.t.Ohlham,L3111ent and Bri~"g likewise, 
Such horrid shollts of the savages that s .. unded lhi~' the .kles. 

Young Major Butler was woanded the ~~ry secend fire, 
Whose manly breast did swell with rage,an,l forced to retire: 
Like oDe ilistracted he appeared, and tLui exclaimed I>e,-
" Those fiends af hell shall win the field,or rC\','()~eJ I will be. 

We had not long engaged wbcu General Butler fell, 
He crips," my boys, I IlII. wOllnd~,pray take m~ offth~ field; 
My Gud! he cries,whot shall we do,we're mllrder'd eHr, man, 
Go cnarge my valient heroes, and beat th~m-lfyou con." 

He turned his back against a tree & there resigned his breath' 
And lilre 8 valiant hero, sunk ill the arms of death: 
Ten thousand serapbs did await, his spirit to convoy, 
Ano! through the bright ethereal they swiftly bent their way. 

We rna tie a charge, ~Dd gained the ground, which did our 
fears abate, 

But soon were overpowered, and forced to retreat, 
They took from us our cannon, which grieved our bearta full 

t:;Are. 
Such horrid shouts of tnumph like hell-h.ullds they did roar. 

'V. made achar"e anrigaine. our guns, w~ fou~ht like heart~ 
of steel, 

Till many a brnv~ Americao lay olaughtered o'er th~ field, 
Th~n they killeu Mujor Ferguson, which caused IllS IDen to 

cry, 'I d' 
Ball't be dismayed, says (;apl. Ford, we tight YOtl we IC. 
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Tbe8e words be bad Bcarce uttered, wben be received a baU, 
And likewise our Lieulonant Spear down by his lide did fall, 
Stand by your guns,says gallant F?rd, for Iam DO.t yet 8Ia!n, 
I will lay me down and bleed a Whlhl, and rtse & fight agam. 

Says Major Gibson to biB ruen. my boys be Dot dismayed, 
I am sure thv Pennsvlvanians they never were afraid. 
Ten thousand death~ I'd ralher die, than they should WiD the 

field, 
Soon he received a fatal ball, which caused him for to yield. 

Our cannon balls werll all e006 spnnt, our arlillel'y men were 
slain, 

O"r run.ketry and riflemen a firing did su.taio, 
Three hOllrs or more we fougbt them tbel e, and then were 

forced to yield. 
Whilst three hundred bloody warriors stood hovering round 

the field. 

S8y" Major Clark. my heroea bold we CBD no longer stand, 
Thprefure we will form in order the brst way Illat we can. 
Thp word retreat sounded arollnd. which raised a hlle ~ cry, 
Then hOllter skelter througb the the woods, like loet sheep 

we did fly. 

We left our wounded on the field, 0 heavensl what a stroke, 
Some of their thie-hs were sbat:ered, and some their arms 

were broktt; 
With tomahawks and scalping knives, they robbed them of 

their breath. 
In fiery flames of torment then tortured them to death. 

To mention my 'brave office .. is what I mean to do, 
N a sons of mars n~'er fought more bold. or with more court 

age true; 
To Captain Bradford I belong. of the artillf>ry. 
He fell that day among the slain, and a valliant man was he. 

There is Kelly and young Ander"on, whose name. shail be 
revered; 

They fought like brave Americans, but death was their 
reward. 

F"lltwenty pacAs in the front they of their men did go, 
Then enemy soon marked them out and proved their over· 

throw 

There i. Purdy and young Bat~s, subalterns of great power, 
So boldly they led o~ their m ... n. thre •. quarter. of an hour, 
TIll they WFre slsm upon the field, like saints re .ignad 

""'f"re thp.y, 
There BaLtI8srailing said,ligbt oD,while bleeding thuil ha lay. 
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Younr Mlljor Dark received a ball clooe by hi. father'l! Bide, 
These feeble hande shall be revengei OD my sun'. death he 

cried. 
He quickly drew his sword in hand, and through the ranks 

he flew, 
And like a brave Virginian the savage there _e slew. 

Of all the men that fell that day, youn!;' Major Hart was best; 
One pleasing COil solation. bis soul hn. gone to rc,t, 
No blooming chief was th"re to frown, alas, his !rIa ... i. run, 
He has gone to futur .. happiness, and dwells beyund the lun. 

The day bpfore our battle IIfteen hIlD<ir<'d men we had, 
But our olu gouty general hlld uged lIS Y"ry blld. 
He whip't, and hung, uld starved his meD, in barblfoQll 

clueltv. 
Thuo negro like he did beaaYe, on the western territory. 

Come all YOII brave Americans. lament the 108s with me, 
It was by bad mi.lIlanagem9Dt, .. Y')U may plainly see, 
Th:. i. the enoing or my .ong. "xeuoe me if you please, 
St. Clair'. Defect it may be ~allid, 80 pIaili it at Y08r elllle, 
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