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DIS CO U R S E. 

DEUTERONO,VJ:Y, iv. 9. 

Only take heed to tllyself, and keep thy soul dilligently, lest thou forget the 
thing's, "'hich th:ne eyes haw seen, and lest tJley depart from thy heal:t all 
the days of lhy life; but teach tJIem fuy sons and thy sons' sons. 

SINCE the last return of this anniversary, the 
public mind has been agitated by the most affecting 
alternatioll"! of joy and gloom, of awful apprehension 
and ullmingled glauuess. 'Ye have witllesseo, what 
at the time we deemed the winding up of the great 
drama, which, for so many years, had been exhibit. 
ing iu Europe, in which mighty nations were the act. 
ors, and \\ hich awakellf~d the most profound commis. 
seration and ten'or III the bosoms of all, whl) behehl 
the novel and stupendous scenes, which marked its 
pro~l'ess. 'Ve have seen, also-all thanks to the 
God of our fathel's, who in juclgment hath remembered 
mercy-we have seen the conclusion of the less sub. 
lime but to us not les!'> interesting undel'plot, which our 
own government, in conjunction with the sanguinary 
1Iern of the piece, contrived to weaye into that drama. 
Events so astonishin~, so important in their conse
quences, and so pregnant with solemn and instructive 
lessons to our countl'Y, merit to be iudelibly engraven 
upon our memory by frequent recollection, and that 
we should teach them, "with the lessons they have 
taught us, to our sons aud our sons' sons." 



I would, therefore, ask the attention of my res~ect
id auditors to a brief review of tbes~ events, of " the 
things, which our eyes have seen,"-to a cursory 
notice of some of the important lessons moral and po
litical. which people and rulers, electors and legisla
tors have alike been taught by these things, aud are 
bound to }'emember; and lastly, to the mention of 
certain objects, in the promotion of which every patri
ot and philanthropist, and certainly the appointed 
guardians of a christian commonwealth, will feel 
themselves urgently called upon to exert their influ
ence, from the extraordinary character of the times 
and state of the world, in which we live. 

I. A year has not yet elapsed since the fl'iends of 
liberty, of religion amI human happine!is in this coun
try, spontaneously and publicly testified theil' devout 
and joyous sympathy with the exulting nations of Eu
rope when they heard the tidings of their emancipation 
from the galling yoke of tyranny, of their deliverance 
from the desolating demon of war, of theil' restoration 
to mild and equitable rule, to the quiet cultivation of 
the arts and enjoymrnt of the blessings of peace 'Ve 
had long taken a humane and anxious interest in the 
great events, that were passing upon the tragic theatre 
of the old world. We saw, with dismay and deep 
concern for the liberty, the religion ancI all the saluta
ry institutions for the improvement and happiness of 
civilized man. a stern and unrelenting despot, a con
temner of God and man, at the head of It mighty em
pire, a leader of unnumbered legions trained to the 
work of destruction in the midst of atheism, carnage 
and crimes. accustomed to victory. athirst for con
quest and plunder. goin¥; forth conquering and to con
~uer. 'Ye saw immense armies scattered before him. 



We saw ancient thrones, principalities and po\vers 
faU prostrate at his approach. "r e saw kings an(1 
emperors castillg their crowns at his feet. 'Ve saw 
the il'on yoke fastened upon the necks of his victims, 
while terror stifled their gl'oans, 'Ve saw him wring
ing from them, with insatiable cupiaity ana unsparing 
cruelty, tribute upon tribute, sacrifice upon sacrifice of 
their best blood and few remaining comforts; ant! all 
this to rivet more firmly the chains, which bound them 
to the chariot wheels of their conqueror,-to satiate 
his lust of boundless conquest, and to spread the por
tentous glare, the blasting splendors of his name and 
despotic dominion over the whole civilized world. 

We saw, iudeed, one people, and one only, who 
kept the tyrant at bay, who never bowed the knee to 
this great Baal, who never trembled at "this gml, who 
then bestrode the'" continental "world." And this peo
ple-shall we not exult in the claim ?-this peorIa 
are onr kindred by blood, the descendants of the 
hrethren of out' fathers. Their SL George's channel, 
their wooden walls and hearts of oak, and more than 
all, perhaps, the prayers and alms of their "noble 
army" of christian philuuthropists formed a halTier, 
which the myrmidons of the tyrant could Heyer pass. 
England stood unmoved within view of his shores, 
queen of isles, mistress of the ocean, vanquisher of his 
fleets and colonies, the asylum of the proscribed ob
jects of his jealousy or reyel1ge, mocking at his impo. 
tent rage, engrossing the commerce (\f the world, and 
carrying, in exchange for the perishable products of 
their soil, the bread of life, the glad tidings of salva
tion to farthest India, ana the remote.,t islands of tht, 

Gentiles. 



,Ve sa\1, ill the mean time, the dp,pnt inflicting; 

upon his passive sulj('cts and allies unheard of haru
ship~~ ano privations IYj' tha,t barbarous engine of tyran
ll;i, the continental syo;tem, tl:c only weapon with which 
llC could hope to reach th:lt object of his hate and ter-
1'01', the maritime suprcul!\.',Y of ul1sllaken, undaunted 
li;nghnd T he oppressions or this system added to oth
ers~ stu l'lIWd with the character of the blacKe"t treache
ryan:} most outra;:;eous insult, roused, at length, the 
slmllhering enerr;IPs of ~p:1in. stilTed the proud spirit of 
Spaniards, and infi:lIl1ed with a sudden fever of resent
ment and reHI:ge the blood. \rhich till then they had 
seemed to have t\li'~;utten, that they had deriyed from 
a hrave and wadikr unce~try. \Ve saw and admire(l 
their de'':11'rde d:ll'ing, (u~'ir nohle st\'llggle. l~ut we 
rather wisbed and prayed. than hoped it would be 
crowned wit.h success, although backed, as it was, 
with tlH' genet'OUs al1(1 powerful aid of England. The 
then little known, bnt now illnstrions Emperor of R'1s, 
sia, filHlin!; his empire de~raded and burdened by the 
conditions, whieh in an unfortunate moment, he had 
entered into with the mif!;hty oppressor of the conti. 
nent,-convinced, hy the fat.e of neighborin;;; princes, 
Hat to be in league with him in any form was to enter 
in [f) compact for his own destrnction, and that his 

only <,.1~Cl'll;,.li\'e. in order to save allY thing from the 
iJ:imiL']Jle claims of his imperial friendship, ·was· to 
hazard e,'ery thing in deiermined hostiliiy ag;ainst 
him,~warmed, also ,\illl a generolls ;;low of indigna
tion at oppression, and animltlcd hy the heroic exam
ple of Ellgland and Spain uuitctl,-aboy[) all, eleva. 
ted and silstained by a pion,: confidence ill God and 
the justice of his cause,-he prepares and calmly 
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waits for the assault, which he was aware l1ad been. 
long meditated by the modern ~ennacherih a;;ainst 
hi~ Cl'OWll and empire. "re saw that .; seomge of 
God" go forth ill his wrath ydth his hundl'rds of thou
sands madly confident of an easy victory O'er the only 
remaining empire of the contilH'nt, that had coura:;e 
and strength to resi§t bis desolating pro:;ress to uni
versal dominion. 

The ptayers of an who chel'i>ihrd in their bosom 
a spark of interest for the libert'y and happiness of 
mankind, wet'e earnestly preferred to the righteous Fa
ther of the world, that he would interpose. N eigh
boring and distant nations seemed alike interested, and 
alike waited the issue of the contest in tremhling sus
pense. Nor were they left long to doubt of the result. 
~'or, behold, •• the Lord of hosts, mighty in battle, whet 
his glittering sword, and his hand took hold on 
judgment." He not only inspired the banly men of 
the north, with unconquea>uble energy and intt>epitlity 
in defence of their homes and temples, and of a sove
reign, whom they 10Yed, be~ause they had found in 
him, not an oppressor, but a father of his people; but 
he brought, also, to their aid the irresistible might of 
his ministering servants, the elements, flaming fire and 

frost, " stormy wind and tempest fulfilling his word." 
He scattered by thousands the carcasses of the inva
ders in the wilderness. He emphatically spoiled the 
spoilers. And, by a rapid descent ft'om his dizzy em
inence, before the close of a second year from his proud 
entrance into Russia, at the head of perhaps the most 
powerful and best appointed arlny the world has yet 
seen, we saw this disturber and terror of the world re
duced to the condition of a despised, ~uHl therefore, 
alas, unguarded exile-the man, whose plans of em· 
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pil'e were bounded only by the limit!> of the earth, ra· 
,-,trideu to the diminutive island of Elba,-

" The desolator desolate, 
" The victor overthrown, 

" The arbiter of others' fate, 
"A suppliant ror his own,"-

the nalions, that be hall subduecl, restored to their in~ 
dependence, and the calm of peace succeeding to the 
tempest of W::it' throughout all Europe. This we saw, 
and as became men we rejoiced; as becamecbristiani:J 
we gave glory to God. 

But there was much at that time to damp our joy. 
1\r e hall to blush for 0111' country, that it had taken no 
llart in the triumphant calIse of God and man. Had 
taken no part do I say? 0 blot of infamy, dark eclipse 
of American glory! Our country did take part in this 
cause, bnt it ,vas against it. The only remaining re. 
public upon earth, a nation descended from freemen, 
whose proudest boast was their hereditary love of li. 
herty, and hatred of tyranny, harnessed themselves to 
the war chariot of the tyrant, in which he was :ridiug 
over the necks of prostrate millions. Yes, the exclu
s!Ye republicans of America voluntarily added them
selves to the long list of degraded nation!'!, who were 
by force leagued with the infidel power of :France a
gainst England; and lent, with cordial good will, their 
litmost aid to beat down that last remaining bulwark in 
the old world, of rational liberty, and "of the religion 
which we profess." 

It was soon seen that we must fare, as men, soon or 
late) must ever fare, who take sid~ with those, who 
are at _trife with God and right and humanity. When \ 
the pitying Father of the world opened his ear to the 
cries of the opprc.'!sed nations, when the measure of 
their chastizement seemed to be full, amI he arose to 
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jay aside, with signal dishonor and contempt, though 
not, as we hoped, forever, the hloodsteeped instrument 
of their correction,-"wlien the great instigator and pa
tron of our wicked war thus became, in the view of 
all," a thing 'uought," we were left singly exposed to 
the merited ' ~ltment of our eHemy. to the pity or de:: 
l'ision of f ·'ole world, anll probably, if England 
had insisteu, .u .. !.Ic united hostility of her ames. 

Europe rejoieeil, and all good men in this country 
rejoiced to see, in the fallen fortunes of the tyrant, the 
removal of that example of successful guilt, which had 
so long emboldened the wicked in evrry country, and 
in none, perhaps, more than in this. The central throne 
of iniquity, infidelity, perfidy and crime seemed to us 
to be thus overthrown to its hase ; and we regarded its 
wide spread ruins, like the traces of the deluge, as n. 

monument to the world of GOlFs eternal abhorence of 
(lppressiol1. violence and h100d,-as a lesson of awful 
admonition to all those, who hftve been abettors or ad~ 
rnir61'S of the French league of atheistic philosophy 
and hostility against the most sacred principles and in
~titutions, against the most consoling hopes, against, in 
short, the virtue and happiness of mankind. We con
sidered this league as effectually broken in the over
throw of the despot. In his fall, we saw the head of 
this serpent bruised. And we rrjoiced to see the death. 
wound, as it then appeared, thus inflicted upon the head 
of the venomous beastin Europe extclldin;; downwards, 
till the tail of it, as we may say, which had twined it
self about the G~llius of America, felt the unexpected 
stroke, and writhed in sympathetic agony. Divided 
as it now was, from its head, and but a fragment of 
the original monster, although like a monster of the 
polypus species, it continued to retain feebly the pow. 
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et'S of life aUll motion, yet it must ere long have per
ished of itself, had not the imprudent Hercules, that 
came to our sllOres to destroy it, in attempting to tear 
its poisonous folds from the Genius of oU~'l'epublic, un· 
happily wounded that Genius in thel;" ::)\mpt. * 

This louched our pride of country X'(ld awakened 
in an adetel'mil:ed spirit o.fol'esist~nc ~ II united zeal 
to defend our soIl and our cIties agams v ul'Y attempt of 
the enemy, to repeat the humiliating scenes which 11ad 
bcellexhi lJited at 'N ashiugton and Alexandria. Those, 
who from pyinciple, ahhorred the war in its origin, its 
entire character and condud hitherto, now, thnt it had 
assumed a new character, stood ready to repel the 
foe that should have the temerity to invaue the soil, 
'W hich they had inherited from their fathers, and which 
had been consecrated by their blood to liberty and 
independence. 

Dreading and preparing; for the worst, the people 
assumed, as one man, a determined attitude of self~ 
defence. While we bad nothing to hope from our 
own government, except that the necessity of making 
peace must soon grow out of their inability to prose
cute the war, woe had every thing to apprehend in the 
approach of the enemy with his whole force, from the 
natural disposition of man to avenge, when he becomes 
strong, an hljury inflicted on him when he was weak. 
At the same time, we had something to hope from the 

• The c.estruction by the British cruisers of our fishing-crs.ft, and of our 
dismantled coasting and merchant vessels, in our small harbours, laying de
fenceless towns, Clnd even saltworks under contribution, especially the burning 
of the public buildings at 'Vasbington, excited a very general indignation ill 
all parties. And Mr. Randolph has asserted, and probably with reason, that, 
but for these g:hring acts of indiscretion in the enemy, "nothing could have 
sustained ~Ir. )hclison after the disgraceful aflair at 'Vashingtono The public 
indignation would have oY~rwhelmcd, in one common ruin, himself and his 
'1;re'.n" newspo.per,." .~Ir. Randolph's Letter to .7'fr. Lloyd. 
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moderation, magnanimity, and desire of peace, F('· 
viously manifested uy the nation, with which we were 
contending, notwithstanding our goyernment had been 
the assailants in the unrighteous contest. 

Such, for some time, had been the state of things) 
and of men's minds, in regard to the nnnnJul'ul and 
:hopeless war in which, while an Earope had rest, we 
found ourselves involved. Aud when we recollect the 
gloomy aspect of affairs in our country, at that time, 
and the appalling prospects, which were opening be
fore us-the nation without revenue, the treasury 
empty, public credit gone, the people shrinking from 
the oppressive burden of taxes, that was lain and com
ing upon them, many states beginning reluctantly to 
contemplate a temporary separation of their fortunes 
from those of the general government, as their on1y 
secnrity from ruin ;-a11 eyes in the mean time, turned 
with anxious waiting to l'eceive intelligence from our 
commissioners at Ghent-the thoughts of all recoiling 
from the distress, the devastation and bloodshed, 
which must be the result of another season of hostil. 
ities, should England determine to prosecute the war 
with her undivided strength, and with that spirit of 
resentment and animosity, which the time and circum. 
stances, in which it had been declared by our gov. 
6rnment, might seem to justify ;-a]ready many thou. 
!ands reduced from competence to poverty, and other 
thousands with the same disheartening prospects be
fore them ;-when we reccoUect all this, we cannot 
wonder at the unexampled rejoicings, awl the fervor 
of thanksgiving to heaven, which the people manifest
ed at the conclusion of a war, which had been waged 
at incalculable expense without the attainment of a 
single object, a single claim, for which it was profes o 
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moderation, magnanimity, and desire of pe1tce, 11re
viously manifested by the nation, with which we werl", 
contending, notwithstanding our government had been 
the assailants in the unrighteous contest. 

Such, for some time, had been the state of things, 
and of men's minds, iu regard to the unnatural and 
lIopeless war in which, while aU Europe had rest, we 
found ourselves involved. And when we recollect the 
gloomy aspect of affairs in our counh'y, at that time, 
and the appalling prospects, which were opening be. 
fore us-the nation without revenue, the treasnry 
empty, public credit gone, the people shrinking from 
the oppressive burden of taxes, that was lain Itnd com
ing upon them, many states beginning reluctantly to 
contemplate a temporary separation of their fortunes 
from those of the general government, as their only 
secnrity from Juin ;-all eyes in the mean time, turned 
with anxious waiting to receive intelligence from OUi' 

commissioners at Ghent-the thoughts of all recoiling 
from the distress, the devastation and bloodshed, 
Wllich must be the result of another season of hostil
ities, should England determine to prosecute the war 
with her undivided strength, and with that spirit of 
resentment and animosity, which the time and circum
stances, in which it hall been declared by our gov. 
6rnment, might seem to justify ;-already many thou. 
!ands reduced from competence to poverty, and other 
thousands with the same disheartening prospects be
fore them ;-when we reccoUect all this, we cannot 
wonder at tbe unexampled l'ejoicings, a.nd the fervor 
of thanksgiving to heaven, which the people manifest
ed at the conclusion of a war, which had been waged 
at incalculable expense without the attainment of a 
single ohject, a ~in!;.;le c1nim, for which it was pl'ofes o 
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sedly declared. What stronger evidence could we 
lIave that the war was no war of the people's choos. 
ing, that in its whole charadeI' and in an its aspects, 
it was ,Odious and had become insnpportable to tlH~ 
great mass of the nation, than the almost frantic joy 
with which the return of peace, of bare peace, with~ 
out brillging with it the shadow of an equivalent for 
its absence, was universally welcomed. 

True it is, we saw nothing of this joy-I speak not 
llere of those brave men, who have fronted danger 
and fought the battles of our defence "by flood 01' 

field," and who have covered themselves and their 
country with all the glorythatcanbe derived from arms; 
bnt we saw nothing of this joy, I say, ill those sauntering 
"dogs of war," ,,,110 have been distiuguishell only by 
wearing about them the badge "vhich showed to what 
master they belonged, and who heard the tidings of 
peace, so grateful to the people, with selfish and suI. 
len regret, that they could no longer feed in idleness 
at the puhlic charge. We saw, indeed, nothing of 
this joy in the senile pimps and spies of government, 
who had been thriving upon the distresses of their fel. 
low citizens, and whose occupation and gains wer~ 
now at an end. We saw n.othing of this joy in the 
IDany thousand occupants of new offices, which the 
war had created, those patl'iotic pensione1's 'Upon cab. 
inet pai1'onage, and who, like so many devouring 10. 
custs, had oyer spread the country, and consumed 
its resonrces. But we saw this joy in all its fulneii 
and sincerity, in those private and peaceable citizens, 
·'.yho could gain nothing by the war, who behehl in 
the peace a limit to those wasteful expenees, of wllich 
; uey must pay their fuB proportion out of the hard 
e.arned fruits of the sweat of their brow; and who, 
luHl the war continued, must ba-re presented their own 
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breasts to an invading foe, in place of that defence, 
which they had a right to demand of thlil national gov
ernment, but wllich lnd been to the last denied them. 
"\rVe behold this joy in parents, ,,}1O in another season 
of hostilities, were anticipating the dreadful spectacle 
of their sons lying mangled axd breathless corses up
on the fields of k,ttlp,-i.n wi\es} WllO ,,"ere forebod
ing; a final adieu from the hush(lUds of their Y0uth,
in children, who, catching the contagion oftheir moth
ers' fears, beheld the demon of war robbiliij them of 
their fathers. 

These rejoiced and still rejoice in the event which 
hade them dismiss their melancholy anticipations, 
and welcome the heart cheering prospects of quietness 
111 our borders, of returning prosperity. (If domestic. 
tranquillity, and of fathers, husbands, and sons wait~ 
ing the gentle summons of natut'C, instead of the ab.., 
rupt and apalling signal of battle, to resi;n their sl)ir~ 
its to God, who gave thlnn. And in unison with this 
joy were aU the better feelings and sympat.hies of the 
human heart. If some dark and perturbed spirits) 
.. who delight in war," refused to join in the loud 
chorus of gratulation and 51adness, which rang from 
one extremity of the union to the other, the bi'i5ht and 
lovely train of the civil and domestic yil'tues, the smil
ing attendants upon peace, were heard mingling their 
mild voice in the common joy at the return of their 
long banished patroness and queen. Humanity re· 
joiced that the earth ceased to be crimsoned with the 
hIood of man, spilt by the hand of his brother; and 
lhat tbe sword was stayed from adding to the number 
of widows and orphans. Religion, peaceful daugh
ter of heaven, w,as glad and hymned new anthems of 
prajse to the God of peace, that her voice, which 
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speaks good lV ill tow:trd all men, was no lonf;er to b~ 
thowned in the horrid din of battle, in the groans of ex
IJiring nature mingling with the savage shouts of vic. 
iory, Patriotism exulted that our rapid progress to 
national ruin was arrested, and that happier prospects 
were once more beginning to open upon our sufi'ering 
country. Justice triumphed in the vanishing ofthoE'\?' 
unholy visions of conquest, which had so long haunt
ed the disordered imagination of our rulers, which had 
carried fire and sword into so many peaceful villages 
of Canada, and which have rendered that province 
the scene of such boundless waste of treasure, of so 
many signal defeats and disasters, and of one or two 
splendid and dear bought, but useless victories. In 
S1bort, truth, reason, and common sense, so long exil. 
ed from the counsels of the nation, hail with gladness 
this auspicious pause in the reign of delusion, absur
dity, restrictive energy, and mad experiment. And 
who, that loves his country, will not devoutly pray 
that the pause may he perpetual? 

II, From our hasty retrospect of "the things, 
which our eyes have seen," we return to notice, as 
we proposed, some of the important lessons, which we 
ought to learn from them, and to "teach our sons and 
our sons' sons." 

Let the first be a lesson of gratitude to the God of 
our fatheriil, However ardent, and strong and lasting 
this gratitude may be, it can hardly equal what we 
ought to feel for our deliverance from the confusion 
and ruin, which but recently seemed inevitable, and 
that we have escaped, with no heavie~' loss and suf. 
fering, great as these have been, from the rash plunge 
of the nation into the awful perils of war, at a period 
vdllm the unexampled terrors and miseries of war in 
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Enrope solemnly admonished our favored country to 
remain at peace, and to mitigate, if possible, instead 
of adding to the woes of an afflicted and bleeding 
world. 

2. We ought, in the next place, to derive new and 
deeper convictions, from the things we have seen, of 
the superintending and controlling providence of th~ 
Sovereign of the universe, in the direction of human 
affairs. 

In the astonishing changes and rcYolutions, whieb 
luwe marked the age of wonders, in which it is our 
lot to live, especially in those, which have occurred 
in Europe within the few last years, the supremacy 
of God, and the agency of his providence in the gov
ernment of tIle world have been so visibly and re
markably manifested, that even the blind, one would 
think, must see, the hardened feel, and be constrain
ed to acknowledge, "that verily there is a God who 
judgeth in the earth, who enlargeth or straiteneth 
the nations, who setteth up one and putteth down a
nother, and who doeth all his pleasure among the in
Ilabitants of the earth, as well as among the hosts of 
heaven." 'Vben we saw the remorseless oppressor 
of nations ready to take the last step in his march to 
universal empire, and we were in dread lest the whole 
christian world must bend beneath the sway of an in. 
fidel and ferocious despot, with what ease, how speed~ 
ily, and in a manner 110W unexpected did God abase 
to the dust the pride and the might of "the terrible one," 
a.nd exalt the weak to the throne of the mighty. 

Fear not, tllen, ye who tremble because the head of 
the dragon* is again lifted up. Let him and hi5 an~ 
gels renew their impious war. The arm of the AI. 
mit;hty hath not waxed feeble. He hath still hi~ 

,. Rev. 12 ah. ::' vet. &f!. 
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Michael and his angels, by whom lIe hath once given 
repose to the world, and who, when he commissions 
them, shall again prevail against the dragon; and in 
the appointed hour, the monster shall be consigned to 
a safer prison than the island of Elba. 

3. A third lesson, which we have been impressive
ly taught by" the things we have seen,"-aml this is 
another reason for banishing our fears for the result of 
the renewed contest in Europe-is, that" the triumph
ing of the wicked i~ short." N ever, perhaps, since 
the generation, which God in his wrath swept from the 
earth with a fiood,-nevel' certainly, in any age, or 
portion of the world that has he en shone upon by the 
blessed lights of christianity, has there been such a 
general and open contempt of all religious and moral 
obligation, such insolent defiance or denial of the di. 
vine government and authority, as lIas been seen in 
those parts of the old world, which adopted the prin
ciples, and afterwards felt the power of revolutionary 
France. When we saw this colossal power wielded 
by an individual, "at whose name the world grew 
pale," when we saw him successful in all his enter
prizes of unparalleled daring and guilt, when we 
saw his humble admirers and obedient followers sit
ting in the high places of power in our own country, 
the entire world, to our desponding fears, seemed des
tined by its incensed Creator to fall under the empire 
of the wicked. 

But when they were rearing the last battlements of 
their Babel, whose impious height bad long insulted 
the beavens, and from which they began proudly to 
dictate their la"ws to the whole earth, we saw their 
chief in company with numbers of his satellites sud~ 
denly hurled from it" summit by the hand of l'etri\:lu-



H ,(; .\ u·tice. 'Ve saw llim, fol' ,~ time, and as we 
llO;)ed forever, left in miserable banishment to "the 
vultures of his mind," his own l'eilectio:1"l; amI, like 
the wretch in the hell of the poet, to admonish hy his 
doom, guilty rulers and their adherents in every coun
try, to learn l'igbtp.ousness and to fear God. * And, 
notwithstanding his nnexpeded, aml, we tras(, s!iort 
reprieH fl'om this doom, it has given llS consoling as
surance, in wltich we will rest, that although the throne 
of iniquity prevail for a time, although men without 
religion, witholltvil'tlle, without pity or remorse, "join 
han!l in hand," abuse power, and "frame mischief by 
a law," yet shall not the wicked go unpunished. "As 
a dream, when one awaketll, so, 0 God, vy-hen thou 
~"vakest, shalt thou despise their image. And the 
righteous shnJl rejoice, when he seeth the ycngeance." 

"l. 'Ve have, again, been taught, what indeed was 
foreseen by the considerate, and has now heen miHle 
manifest to aU by our ill-fated war, that our form of 
government, om' institutions and habits, disqualify us 
for engaging in wars of conquest. E\'cnts }luve shown 
that the attack made upon Oanada was as impolitic, as 
it was cruel and wicked. The crying sin of blood
guiltiness was strictly chargeable, in the view of all 
men of christian feelings) upon the authors of tl1at 
measure; ana to the hOllOr of New-England, it will 
be remembered, that by a large majority of Its inhabi
tants, tIle measure was regarded in the light of an un
provoked and murd('rous assault upon peaceClhle and 
lllwffcnding neighbors. N (;1' ought it ever to he for-

~"Phlcgyas que Ini:~scr:rnIlS Olnnes 
.1\(lJ1lndl~t, f_'t inagna 'CI':::i:l1cUl' \~r)C(..' pel' lIlIlLI'J.S; 

Discite justiti~lm moniti, et non t21nnel'e D,vos." 
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gotten by I1S, or •. om' sons, or sons' som," that whil~' 
the war was thus entirely offensive, a war for conquest~ 
rI nd consequently unjust, God was against us; and we 
:v:cordingly met only with defeat, disaster and dis
grace. Hut the moment the character of tile war was 
dlan;od, and become a war of defence, and therefora 
just. God was with US; and, in every instance of im
portan.ce, except in the attack of the enemy upon the 
immediate f3~,:lt ua(l citadel of improvidence and imhe .. 
ciliiy, the hrad-quarters of the redoubtable heroes of 
Vlailenshur;;, '.72, were successful in repelling inva
~lOn. 

5. This naiioll, moreover, in addition to the iunu:' 
mel'ahle lessons, that have gone hefore, in past ages, 
have received another, and a very serious one, from 
the thin.?;s they have recently seen and suffered, upon 
that inherent vice and ultimate destruction of all rcpub
lics, party spirit,-a blind devoLi'Ju of the people to 
the men, who, to obtain office and power, intlame their 
passions, and ilattel' their prejudIces and pride of opin~ 
ion. The people of this country have been taught by 
hitter and cos!ly experiment, to what evils the indul~ 
gence of these passions, these prejudices and this pride 
of opinion may lead. They have seen for what pur~ 
poses their antipathies to one nation, and attachmeut 
to another haye been so industriously cherished by 
incessantly proclaiming and exaggerating the injuries 
of the onc, and anxiously concealing or excusing those 
of the other. They 11ave seen that their flatterers, and 
the fomenters of strife and war, have achicHd nothing 
for their counh'y, which they pl'omised,-have obtain
elJ no security against the yiolation of "trade, and sai
lOt'S' ri5hts;" and ,,-hile' they have heen enjoying the 
emoluments and honors o~ office~ the people have de. 
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·ilved from their cOllnsels no other [miLs tli2,11 generaL 

embarrassment and distress, 10lOs of pnlJEc and private 
In'operty, and an entail of taxes, which neilhel' they, 
nor "their sons, nor sons' sons" will probably see CQtl

celled. The people mnst, we think, have been feel
iagly persuaded of the truth of the remark lOllg since 
made, that "party is the madnrss of many, fur the 
gain of a few. ~~ 'Ve trust that the lesson upon thi~ 
l)oint, so dearly pmchaseu, T/ill not be lost upon the 
citizens, who bave to pay for it; and that they will 
learn from it to j!~oge of political, as they do of reli
gious profession, by its fruits-to distinguish the tl'Ue 
fdends anu able guides of their country, from the 
£llooth and fawning pretender to patriotism :-md disin. 
terested love for the dear people; antl, in future, to 
trust with office those men only, whose known princi

ples, and tried virtues, entitle them to the public con
fidence. To llave been once deecived by meu, who 
promised fair, proves only that we charitably believed 
them h(lnest~ and were mistakcu. " But when l1lCll, ., 

§ays ;tn eminent statesman,* "whom we know to be 
wicked, impose upon us, we are somethin~~ wOI'se than 
uupes. When we know them, then their fair pre
tences become new motives for distrust." 

Tempests, engrnderetl in the llaLul'al wOl'hL by n 
fou 1 and heated atmosphere, if they sometimes d.estroy 
the fruits of the field aml the lalJol's of man, are usu
r.11y succeeded by a pur6l.' ail', and a brighter dieS_ 
Noxious insects, pestilEnt '\'apors, and ohscul'ill~ mis :;;, 

are dispersed. Objects arc seen throus;h a clearer 
medium, and in a new Jight; amI more dis[ind and 
cOlTe~: impressions of thl~m are cOllveyed to HIP mind. 

'1fr. nlll'k~. 
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'Ve will hope, that in like manner, the tempest and 
fllry of the passions, that have heen excited amoll;Slls, 
and tlle storms of war produced by them, now that 
they are spent and gone hy, will be followerl hy moml 
,liltl political consequences equally salutary and bene
ficial to OUl' country. And, gl'eat as 11<1 ve been the 
gloom, and distress, and ruin, which have marked 
their course, we might pronounce the evil incnrred 
small, compared with the good obtained, sl!Ouid we 
fin!1 that theJ have also swept away, and that forever, 
"the refuges of li~,,!' by which an abused people 
]Jave Iwen made the yictim§ of a series of oppressive 
and calamitolls meaSUl'es~ the effects of which will be 
felt long after the pl'esellt generation &hall hVY2 passo 
cd away. 

As it -is from experience and by sobeneflectiou up~ 
on events, that Ilations as well as individuals learn 
wisdom, it is, therefore, the bounde.n duty of the citi. 
zens of our republic, nut only that they retain in re
mcmlJnwce, :ultl meditate much and often upon the 
1;1lU:~' tll"y !laye witnessed and endured for the last 
few f~ycnlful ;ve"us, that, soberly reviewing the causes, 
and pondcrin~ the con,;equence~ of these things, they 
lllay ~:lther from them tbe instructive lessons we have 
JJot:,:~"i, a1]11 otlJers equally o))Yious and important; 
but C.l'Y :;"(' hound also to teach them to their child
ren. UIH! to ,,-am tlH'ID of the errors by which they have 
suii' fell, and or the dallgers to which their prosperity 
a1Hl1iberties will enr be exposed~ frolll the arts of am. 
hil i :lUo. and corrupt men, and from their own passions 

il'ld pujlldices. 
God. by his seryant :Moses, enjoined it upon the Is. 

r~('lites, ~·s in our text, to be eYer miudful oftbe aston. 
ishir:g ~\'ents, '" hieh they h3d witnessed alike in their 



deliverances ~ll~d theli' chastisements. Tl10Y ,-rere c,-Im
ma(\(h~\l to teach tllt'll to their children. "to their sous' 
sons," that the saluhry lessnlls whieh they inculcated, 
might be transmitted and perpetuated amont; them. 
And it is fl'om what othet's or tlicmst'lves haye expe
rienced, from recoHection of their enol'S and misc:tr
ria,:;es, and refirct:oll llpon [i1cil' c;ns('s ,'m1 conse
que:lces "h;~t men ,"l',~ admot~ished, in,.;iltlcLCd and dis
';iplined into pl'lldellce all.: virtue. Thi" is the ~reat 
t'nd of God's various dealings with indlvirll1:l1s ,md 1l:1-

lltli,S, }fol' this. history unrols her LtiLnful records_ 

:F01' this, the facullie3 of memory and refledion hold 
eo distiw;uished a place in the elHlu"nnents of ths 
ruind. To consi:~n to oblivion, theref,)l'e, "hen tb'y 
are past, eveuts, which deeply a fCc ( tt'tl u,; while pas~
ing,-to forget our calamities when H1l'Y are l'cmovc'.{l, 
and to avert the attention from the lim' CHl~es and 
immediate authors of them, or to attrihute them to false 
~ause3 or ima;.;;nary instruments, is "to uespise re
proof and to hate instruetion;" is not only, like 0 ]'"ti. 
nate children, to suffer the infiieLioll of the rod with
out deriving from it auy equivalent for the sm,cl't, Lut 
is also to in vite a repetition of its strokes. 

Surely then, it is not expecting too much from the 

:':;00£1 sense and calcu1atint5 ch:lracter of our fdlmv 
.:·itizcns, that they will divest C:emsehes orthe unrea
sonable prejudices, and attachments of party, the im
mediate or remote cause of most of the evils they ha ,-e 
6ufi'ered,-that they will tlll'l1 frem their political idols 
whom they bave found to be •. Vllllity lmd a lie," 
to the men, under whose auspices they were once 

prosperous and bappy; and that they will yet furnish 
a refutation of that severe maxim of the statesman he. 

rore cited, that "the cl'edulity of unpes IS as mex· 
haustible a~ the invention of knayes." 



III. I hasten in the hoot place, to name to my in~ 
dul;;cnt auditors,-fol' time wili hardly permit me to 
4~0 more-certain objects, in the promotion of which) 
every patriot and philanthropist, and certainly the ap
pointed guardians of a christian commonwealth, will 
feel themsehc", ul~e:lny crJled upon to exert their in. 
fluence, from the extraordinary character of the tim('~ 
and state of the world, in whieh we live. 

i. The passing age has been remarkable for its 
wild speculations, extravagant theories and daring ex
periment') in government, in morals and religion. 
The people in t1Ul' own country, as well as in others, 
haye been taught new doctrines upon these suhjects) 
-doctrines sanctioned no more by the sober conclu
sions of reason than by the voice of experience. 
Their tendency has been to inflate the minds of the 
llninformed with an Gverweening sense of their own 
H2;1lis. of their own importanc{',-to weaken theirres
pect for thc sound maxims, the salutary principles 
~nd usages of OUI' fathcl's,-to loosen, and in too ll1a~ 
ny ihsla:,Ct::3J to sever the sacred bOGds, which bind 
man in allegiance to his God, ill equity and in lo,'e to 
Jll:'i neighbor, his country and his kind. The effects 
llavc ~K',:il anslverable,-sllch as we have witnessed, 
]wsc fell and deplored. The order, virtue, happi
lless and "tability of om l'epublic have been sensibly 
impaircd,-its very existence endangered. To rem. 
~dy these evils if possible, to repair these breaches, 
,yin be n;~tr:k!l L~! every good citizen and magistrate, 
~,s an o1r,jeet of the first importance. And, jf this j~ 

~TC'r to he effected in any good degree, it must be 
hrought to pass by the same means, by which our fa. 
thers founded and built up the social edifice, which 
they left to us, .,Li'Qj;::: and beautiful, and tau~ht us h; 
{he:r cXal,:plp, how to prc"ene and enjo~,-. 



They were well aware that no free ~overr;]'jd.t 

~ould be long supported hut by the united influence of 
Imowledge, and virtue and tbe fear of the Lord, gen
erally diffused throughout the great body of the citi. 
zens. To promote, maintain, and extend the influ. 
ence of these qualities they bent all the energies of 
their pmverflll minds. To tllis eud looked all their 
public institutions and la:ws, all their instructions in 
the pulpit, the college, the school, and in fllmilics,
those natural seminaries, which under christian par. 
ents are of aU others foremost in importance, as they 
are in order, in forming the human mind, in imbu. 
ing; it with pious sentiment, and virtuous principle. 

In order, then, that our free and equ?J forms of gov· 
~rnll1ent, onr invaluable institutions and usages may 
recover of the shocks, and long survive the changes, 
which they have received from the licentious and in
novating spirit of the age, the uniteu and per!;f~yel'ing 
exertions of the wise and good in eyery station, aided 
as far as may be, by the influence oflegislative author
ity, TImst be strenuously employed to bring back the 
peop.le to ';'the old paths and good ways," in which OUl" 

fathers walked,-to re.establish the ~1UtllOl'ity of the 
plain and sme maxims, and to put in more general 
and vigorons operation those tried and effectual means 
of diffusing knowledge, virtue and piety, by which the 
sons of the pilgrims, that have preceded us, formed of 
New.England "a mOll ntain of holiness, a habitation 
of whatsoever things are true, honest, just, pure, love· 
ly, and of good report." 

KIIO\ving therefore the conditions upon yvhich alone 
the prosperity and permanency of our republican insti
tutions can be insured, the genuine patriot, whether aei. 
Ill'; III a pl'iYa1C or official capacity, win fl,l@l himself 



1iClund, ao; he wuu1l1 s(cu::e and transmit b his cillt 
(tL'en the rich privileges, which he has inhcl'itell frol 
his fathers, to exert his utmost ability ~nu inilucllce t 
cnli~htcn pullEc opinion, to correct and ele,-ate th 
public l1' orah, to foster the interests and <'xtcnu tll 
influence of l1sefnl learning and pure re1i;';lOn. 

2, I wouhlllame another nhjeet, ,,-11ich is lw,'~l1min 
to excite muc)! attelltioll :lInOll~; the reflecting and h{ 
!lI~vo1('nt in om' own couutry, which is i.f ueiHrsal il 
'tCl'ef>t to m~>.nkjnd, ::md in t1.e promotion of which le~ 
islators and rulers might, if lli'lpos('(l, do a great dea 
The object is no other than ttl do c;o~ll('(bill if poss' 
-ble, to bring inio discredit and disuse the barktl'ou 
and h01'l'ible practise of determinint; natiun:~l did'ereI: 
cel> by the sword. I know that a proposition Of:1 
attempt to aholish wars will be thought hy many 
proof of litHe else than of a good natured l1HHlnei 
in the proposer. Rut by christians it ought to 1 
heard with respect ~U1d a reauillcss to co-operate i 
any measures that may tend to a "con~ull1mation E 
deyout1y to be wished~' by dl the friends of human 
ty. Surely, our religion t;iv('s no countenance 1 

wars, scarcely of defence, and in no c::tse to onensh 
":'.l'~. If wars, as we know from the sure word c 

prop~lecy they will, are one d<ly to "cease to t1: 
ends of the earth," how is this gl'c:tt change in t1 
wodd to be accomplislH'l:? Not, we huye all reaso 
':0 think, by miracle, alL at one\:', out gradually, b 
the combined influence and af!;c:'l1cy .;.1' christian princ 
ciples and christian societics furmeo for this H'l'y elll 
Traffic in slaves, HG: long :;.incc. W:1£ as universal} 
tolerated, as war. But christian philanthropy an 
chr-istian perseverance ktvp ~llr('ady done much, an 
arc still gDing on prospcl'lJllsly to cOIDpL~te the extcl 
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mination of this infamous practice from out of the lim. 
its of ehristenuom. 'Vere a combination formed in 
this country, in this state, of the friends of human 
happiness, aided hy legislative concurrence and au
thority, and let them make their appeals to christians 
every where, to co-operate in their attempts to im
press all hearts, which they can influence, with abhor
rence of the savage customs of war; and perhaps, 
in time, by the blessing of God upon their be
nevolent exertions, the christian worM may owe as 
much to aNew -England Association for the abolition 
of wars, as Africa uoes to the bond of British philan
thropists, who led the way in the abolition of the in
human traffic in slaves. There never was a time more 
favorable than the present for an attempt of this kind. 
Should the peace of Europe be speedily re-establish
ed by the fall of the outlaw, who hath broken it, as we 
t1evoutly hope, govornmcnts and people, exhanstctl 
with the waste and smarting with the wouncls of war, 
will be universally in a condition to listen to an ap
peal nutde to their interests anel feelings upon this 
subject.* 'Ve may at least calculate with assurance, 
that the legislature of this, and we trust of the other 
states of the union, will persevere in their Cll(~e1.VOi's to 
obtain the constitutional security, recommer:ded Ly the 
late New -England convention, against a repetition of 
an offensive war, like that froUl which we have re
centlyescaped. 

3. Indulge me in the mention of one ohjed more, 
which merits even more than all the extraordinary in
terest and exertions, which it has so generally pro
duced in the christian world, and which of an othersJ 

wm, perhaps, be eventually found the most efficient 

~ See an ex~el!ent pamphlet upon this subject, entitled "A Solemn 'R':Y:e',,
<:>fthe f:1).'.iom of,\Var." ~". 



J,lCiUlS of accomplishing the ol.jl,;:t last mentionetl, I 
menu the dill'usion of the holy :.eriptures. 

Although we doubt Hot the glorious work will pro
e{'(,d effectually in the hands of the societies and in
~li\·jtllla1s ellgaged in it, yet I \HlUhl respectfully as}\", 
whcthel'it he not an ohjectdescning the liberal patron
;\:?;l' of 1~ ;;i~htiye hodics. 'Vhile this patronage would 
CllSHre to these bodies the augmented respect and confi
dence of theil' pious constituents, would it Hot contri
bute to awaken a llloregeneral :1ttcntionthroughout the 
the Cnl11ll l lill;t,,· tolhat .. aeretl volume, which should ap
peal'. as thus it would, to be an object of peculiar e:·L'pm 
~nd l'(WerCllC'e to tlie hi£,hest onler of men in the state? 
}>el'Y friend of ZiOll, ('vcry christian phihnthl'opist1 
Wlh)';;C heart glo'I's wiLh the benevolent desire, and dai
ly hreathes to heaven the fervent prayer tbat ttc king. 
dom of Cluist, that hlessell empire of li;ht and love, 
of righteousness anu peace, may be extended and es
tablished throughout the world, and built up in aU 
hearts, must have witnessed vfith holy joy amI exulta
tion the 'wide spread amI still extending triumphs of 
Dritjsh charity i.n the distribution of" the words of 
eternal life" in all lands and in all languages. ·What 
fountains of consolation have thus been opened to the 
lwo1' and afflicted ill tbo~e countries, which h:1,Yc been 
swept 'with the <1esohting tempests of war? While a 
night of double darkness, of infidelity and gloomy 
despotism was lJronding over the fairest portion of 
continental Elll'(1pe, from the bible societies in Eng. 
land, the sun of righteousness seemed to arise with 
new bri~htness and healing in his heams. In that for. 
tUllate isle, while the upas of atheism, rooted and 
nurtured in :Frauce, was spl'eauing wide its baleful 
shade, dripping with poison 1;0 the soul. and deslruc-



tion to the bodies of mel!, we have seen the ll'ee of Iif\/; 
tlourishing with unexllmpleu luxuriance, reaching forth 
its branches and expanding i~s leaves fur ~lJeltel' and for 
medicine to the weary and hruised nations. 'Ve have 
shown that we can vie with the men of that illustrious 
land of our ancestors, in wielding the weapons of death) 
and in managing the enginfO:3 of' d~structiOll. Let ns 
emulate them in their more Boble and Godlike elfurts 
to saye, to enlighten, to con'301e mankind. 'Vhcn ap
pointed to this sen-ice it wat! my p1easing hope that I 
might be permitted. to eongl'atulatfi my fellow citizens 
upon the established repose of Europe, as well as of 
our own country. But the unsearchable counsels of 
God have appointed otherwise. 'Vhile we almost im
agine that we heard resounding through the "1'01'101, tl,e 
echoes of the angelic song, which once announced 
f·mm heaven peace on earth and good will to men, the 
terriffic genius of d.est1'uction again \\'elcomed into 
fickle and perfidious France" ~tal'tlcd us with new u
krms of war. Agaill 

"Red buHle SlUIl!(1i Li" font., and nations feel the ,hoek," 

It is not for us to penetrate or arraign the purpos('~ 
of God in suffering this. He governs t.he world; the 
wrath and crimes of no created !Icing can pass the 
bounds which he assip;ns. Confiding in hig goodnes!C, 
it becomes us to submit, with silent reverence, to what 
we cannot comprehend. 'Vhile we sympathize with 
Europe, again convulsed and. bleeding, let it renew OUl' 

gratitude to that kind Providence, which bath made 
us to differ. And God, of his mercy, make us wise 
to preserve, and worthy to enjoy, this distinction, tilt 
it is lost in the univers:il and permauent repose of the 
world. 

Your Excellency, during "the troublous times" we 
nave seen, has given your constituents a decisiYe ftllfl 



endearing proof, that your heart cOl'l'esponds to this 
wish ill the spirit of a sincere di<;ciple of the Prince of 
Peace: with the feelings of a lover of his country, and 
of his kind. So long afl we remember "the things, 
which our eyes have seen," we will not forget, but 
will teach it to "our sons and (WI sons' 50ns/' what 
we owe to the guide, who, under God, hath conducted 
the people and gnanlC!l their rights, with a wise aml 
paternal vigilance, through all the perils that have en
compassed them. If your Excellency has had no part 
nor lot in the glor,Y of those magistrates, who have sent. 
their citizens to gather laurels and to find the cypress 
in the wilds of Canaaa, your Excellency has that, which 
'will be far mere soothing in the silent and solitary 
hour~ of Efe, and at its close, that which is far more 
illustrious in the esteem of the wise and good, the. 
;lory of havin;; sauctioned no measures, that have car
ried mourning and utscress into the dwelling of a sin
gle family in the state. 

In ancient Rmne, llC, that in battle, had saved the 
life of a citizen, was rewarded with a civic crown, and 
was honored as a father hy the person preserved. The 
citizcns of th!s t' mam.on~Halth, between whom and 
the deadly contagion of a camp, and the weapons of 
an invrcded people, your Excellency has effectually in
terposed the :;';iidd of the COll:~iittl~icn, have no civic 
en:n\ us to give. But they have repeatedly given the 
highest mark tllf'y h<lye to ;:;: rc, of theil' gratitude and 
respect; ~~"d \t~; same time tlH',y acknowledge, in each 
repeated acceptance of it, a lJ(:W oLli;;ation conferred 
try yOUi' Excclk~;ty upon themselves. 

Tue christian patriot derives bl~ first best \:f'rihi;y 
1:eward from the consc.iomness of uprjo'ht intention in ::, 

the disek,r;~ of every tru~ t n'~'io:-ed in him by his fel-
iq~T:_::itlZ'~GS; i~e next, f~r';;J se~ing; them m:mife5tly 
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benefitted by llis services; and next to tbis, from the 
uniform and often repeated proofs of their cordial at. 
tachJIlent and confidence. His last exceeding great 
reward, to which he steadily but humbly looks, is that 
transporting eulogimn from his final Judge, "well 
done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into the 
joy of the Lord." 

Your Honor will accept our respectful congratula
tions upon being again called to fill the office of Seeond 
Magistrate in the Commonwealth; and upon, what is 
far more grateful to your Honor, the reviving prospe
rity of our country, Wllich promises to the benevolent 
increased means of experiencing, what your Honor so 
well knows, "how much more blessed it is to give, 
than to receive.~' 

Counsellors, Senators, and Representatives of the 
Commonwealth; we rejoice ·with you that the new po
litical year is ushered in with so much happier aus
pices than the last. You will not need that I should 
remind you of the high and solemn responsibility which 
l'ests upon you in your official character. No one, sure· 
ly, of your honorable body, can have received the trust 
reposed in him by his constituents, without feeling the 
importance, not of the honor, but of the duties attached 
to it. Least of all should we suppose it possible for 
a man to take this tl'Ust lightly upon him, when an 
impression of the calamities, which an abuse of it may 
bring upon his country, is so fresh and deep in his 
mind, as it must be in the mimI of every man, who 
remembers what he has recently seen and felt. 

Bringing with you, to the counsels of the state, this 
impression, you will give your sanction to ne measures 
affecting the common interests of your constituents, till 
looking as far into all their bearings and issues, as the 
ken of human foresight, assisted by the lights of expe-
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deuce and I'eason, is permitted to penetrate, you con
scientious ly believe them to be good and salutary. 
When entered upon the exercise of your legislative 
functions, you will feel yourselves to be standing upon 
holy ground. You will, therefore, as becomes the 
place, and your character, put off and remove far fl'om 
your minds, the narrow prejudices and blinding pas
sions of party, the sordid considerations of private in
terest or personal ambition, as most unworthy to enter 
into those solemn deliberations and decrees, on which 
depend, in no small degree, the order, security, and 
prosperity of the Commonwealth. 

We may confidently expect, from the civil fathers 
and guardians of the state, all that can be done by 1",
gislatiye authority alone, or in concurrence with the 
exertions of societies or individuals, to aid the great 
interests of humanity, to enlighten public sentiment~ 
to improve the puhlic morals, to preserve and increase, 
in the public mind, a reverp,nce for the name, the word, 
the sabbaths, and worship of God, to invigorate and 
extend the influence of our inestimable civil, literary; 
and religious institutions. 

In all your labors for the promotion of these most 
important objects, we, the ministering servants of God, 
are by our office, and from the nature of our charge, 
·w hen faithful to it, "fellow-workers together with 
you." We have, therefore, a claim upon yom' coun. 
tenance and support, so long as we quit not our sphere. 
And, if you sometimes find a brother among you, and 
concern for his flock prompt the qnestion, once put 
hy Eliab to the shepherd, son of Jesse, "Why hast 
thou come-down hither? And with whom hast thou 
left those few sheep in the wilderness?" Add not, 
we beseech you, tlle uncharitable charge, laid by the 
dlUrli~l: bEalJ to his brother, ';1 know thy pride, and 
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ihe naughtiness of thy heart; for thou a.rt come {1own 
that thou mightest see," and mingle in ,. the battle of 
contentious partizans." Your honorable botly willra
ther impute to him a generous zeal to aid you in pro. 
moting the great interests of our common christianity. 
At least, let the presence of our brethren serve to re
mind you, that these interests are intimately connected 
with the great interests of the state, and of our COUll. 

try,-that however excellent our constitution and laws, 
there can be no permanent order, security, or happi
ness in our republic, unless the citizens composing it, 
are, generally, influenced by the awful sanctions of 
~eligion, the hopes and fears of eternity. 

Confiding in the wisdom of your counsels, in the in
tegrity and patriotism of your intentions, in your zeal 
for the common welfare, not doubting that you will act 
under a just sense of your accountability to your con· 
stituents, and, we trust, to the Searcher of Hearts, we 
bid you God speed in the duties before you. May 
you honorably acquit yoursehes, respecte(l Rulers, of 
your allotted parts in the accomplishment of those high 
destinies, to which, we trust, it was in the counsels of 
God to raise this nation, when he planted our fathers 
in this good land. And while we hail it, as an omen 
of better days to our country, that so many of our 
brethren, in various parts of the union, mislell by the 
false lights of the age, are returning to the sound max
ims of policy and of mOl'als, exemplified and bequeath~ 
cd to them by the Father of our Republic, we will hope 
that its glory, emerging, like the sun from the clouds 
that have transiently obscured the brightness of its 
morning's rise, will hold on its ,yay, like that lumina. 
ry, with increasing splendor, till it reaches the west· 
ern ocean, emitting its widest blaze of effulgenee: the 
moment it touches the wayes, 
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