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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

In Senate, June 1, 1815.

ORDERED, That the Hon. WiLkes Woop, Esq.
be a committee to wait upon the Rev. James Frint,
and in the name of the Senate to thank him, for the
Sermon yesterday delivered before his Excelleney
the Governor, his Honour the Lieutenant Governor,
the Honourable Council, and the two branches of the
Legislature, and to request a copy thereof for the
press.

Attest. SAMUEL F. M’CLEARY, Clerl.

A few paragraphs in the following discourse, on account of its length,
were omitted in the delivery. ’



DISCOURSE.

DEUTERONOMY, iv. 9.

Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul dilligently, lest thou forget the
things, which thine eyves have seen, and lest they depart from thy Leart all
the days of thy life ; but teach them thy sons and thy sons’ sons.

SINCE the last return of this anniversary, the
public mind has been agitated by the most affecting
alternations of joy and gloom, of awful apprehension
and unmingled gladness. We have witnessed, what
at the time we deemed the winding up of the great
drama, which, for so many years, had been exhibit-
ing in Hurope, in which mighty nations were the act-
ors, and which awakened the most profound commis-
seration and terror 1n the bosoms of all, who Dbeheld
the novel and stupendous scenes, which marked its
progress. We have seen, also—all thanks to the
God of our fathers, who in jadgment hath remembered
mercy—we have seen the conclusion of the less sub-
lime but to us not less interesting underplot, which our
own government, in conjunction with the sanguinary
hero of the piece, contrived to weave into that drama.
Events so astonishing, so important in their conse-
quences, and so pregnant with selemn and instructive
lessons lo our country, merit to he indelibly engraven
upon our memory by frequent recollection, and that
we should teach them, ¢ with the lessons they have
taught us, to our sens and our sons’ sons.”
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I would, therefore, ask the attention of myrespect-
ed auditors to a brief review of these events, of ¢ the
things, which our eyes have seen,”—to a cursory
notice of some of the important lessons moral and po-
litical, which people and rulers, electors and legisla-
tors have alike been taught by these things, and are
bound to remember; and lastly, to the mention of
certain objects, in the promotion of which every patri-
ot and philanthropist, and certainly the appointed
guardians of a christian commonwealth, will feel
themselves urgently called upon to exert their influ-
ence, from the extraordinary character of the times
and state of the world, in which we live.

I. A year has not yet elapsed since the friends of
liberty, of religion and human happiness in this coun-
try, spontaneously and publicly testified their devout
and joyous sympathy with the exulting nations of Eu-
rope when they heard the tidings of their emancipation
from the galling yoke of tyrauny, of their deliverance
from the desolating demon of war, of their restoration
to mild and equitable rule, to the quiet cultivation of
the arts and enjoyment of the blessings of peace We
had long taken a humane and anxious interest in the
great events, that were passing upon the tragic theatre
of the old world. We saw, with dismay and deep
eoncern for the liberty, the religion and all the saluta-
ry institations for the improvement and happiness of
civilized man, a stern and unrelenting despot, a con-
temner of God and man, at the head of a mighty em-
pire, a leader of unnumbered legions trained to the
work of destruction in the midst of atheism, carnage
and crimes, accustomed to victory, athirst for con-
quest and plunder, going forth conquering and to con-
quer. 'We saw immense armies scattered before him,
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We saw ancient thrones, principalities and powers
fall prostrate at his approach. We saw Kkings and
emperors casting their crowns at his feet. We saw
the iron yoke fastened upon the necks of his victims,
while terror stifled their groans. We saw him wring-
ing from them, with insatiable cupidity and unsparing
cruelty, tribute upon tribute, sacrifice upon sacrifice of
their best blood and few remaining comforts ; and all
this to rivet more firmly the chains, which bound them
to the chariot wheels of their conqueror,—to satiate
his lust of boundless conquest, and to spread the por-
tentous glare, the blasting splendors of his name and
despotic dominion over the whole civilized world.
We saw, indeed, one people, and one only, who
kept the tyrant at bay, who never bowed the kuee to
this great Baal, who never trembled at ¢ this god, whe
then bestrode the’” continental “world.”” And this peo-
ple—shall we pot exult in the claim 7—this peopls
are onr kindred by blood, the descendants of the
brethren of our fathers. "T'beir St. George’s channel,
their wooden walls and hearts of oak, and more than
all, perhaps, the prayers and alms of their “unoble
army’’ of christian philauthropists formed a barrier,
which the myrmidons of the tyrant could rever pass.
England stood unmoved within view of his shores,
queen of isles, mistress of the occan, vanquisher of his
fleets and colonies, the asylum of the proseribed ob-
jects of his jealousy or revenge, mocking at his impo-
tent rage, engrossing the commerce of the world, and
carrying, in exchange for the perishable products of
their soil, the bread of life, the glad tidings of salva-
tion to farthest India, and the remotest islands of ihe

Gentiles.
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We saw, in the mean time, the despot inflicting
upon his passive subjects and allies unheard of hard.
ships and privations by that barbarous engine of tyran-
n7, the continental system, ti:c only weapon with which
he could hope to reach that object of his hate and ter-
ror, the maritime supremacy of unshaken, undaunted
¥ngland The oppressions of this system added to oth-
ers. stamped with the character of the blackest treache-
vy and most outrageous insult, roused, at length, the
slumbering energies of Spain, stirred the proud spirit of
Spaniards, and inflamed with a sudden fever of resent-
ment and revenge the blood, which till then they had
seemed {o have furgetten, that they had derived from
a brave and wariike ancestvy. We saw and admired
their despevate daring, their noble struggie.  But we
rather wished and prayed. than hoped it would be
crowned with success, although backed, as it was,
with the generous and powerful aid of England. 'The
then little known, but now illostrions Fmperor of Rus.,
sia, finding his empire degraded and burdened by the
conditions, which in an onfortunate moment, he had
entered into with the mighty oppressor of the conti-
nent,—ecenvinced, by the fate of neighboring princes,
that to be in league wilh him inany form was to enter
into compact for his own destruction, and that his
only alievnalive in order to save any thing from the
illimitable claims of his imperial friendship, was.to
hazard every thing in delermined hosiilily against
him,—warmed, also withi a generous glow of indigna-
tion at oppression, and animuted by the heroic exam-
ple of Euogland and Spain united,—above all, eleva-
ted and sustained by a pious confidence in God and
the justice of lis cause,—he prepurcs and calmly
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waits for the assault, which he was aware had been
long meditated by the modern Sennacherib against
his crown and empire. We saw -that +* scourge of
God” go forth in his wrath with his hundreds of thou-
sands madly confident of an easy victory over the only
remaining empive of the continent, that had courage
and sirength to resist his desolating progress to uni-
versal dominion,

The prayers of all who cherished in their hosom
a spark of interest for the liberty and happiness of
mankind, were earnestly preferred to the righteous Fa-
ther of the world, that he would interpose. Neigh-
boring and distant nations seemed alike interested, and
alike waited the issue of the contest in trembling sus-
pense. Nor were they left long to doubt of the result.
For, behold, ‘ the Lord of hosts, mighty in battle, whet
his glittering sword, and his hand took hold on
judgment.” He not only inspired the hardy men of
the north, with unconquerable energy and intrepidity
in defence of their homes and temples, and of a sove-
reign, whom they loved, because they bad found in
him, not an oppressor, but a father of his people ;5 but
he brought, also, to their aid the irresistible might of
his ministering servants, the elements, laming fire and
frost, ¢ stormy wind and tempest fulfilling his word.”
He scattered by thousands the carcasses of the inva.
ders in the wilderness. He emphatieally spoiled the
spoilers. And, by a rapid descent {from his dizzy em-
inence, before the close of a second year from his proud
entrance into Russia, at the head of perhaps the most
powerful and best appointed army the world has yet
seen, we saw this disturber and terror of the world re-
duced to the condition of a despised, and therefore,
alas, unguarded exile—the man, whose planps of em-
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pirve were bounded only by the limits of the earth, re-
strieted to the diminutive island of Klba,—
¢ The desolator desolate,
¢ The victor overthrown,
¢ The arbiter of others’ fate,
“ A suppliant for his own,”’—
the nalions, that he had subdued, restored to their in-
dependence, and the calm of peace succeeding to the
tempest of war throughout all Europe. This we saw,
and as became men we rejoiced ; as became christians
we gave glory to God.

Buat there was much at that time to damp our joy.
%We had to blush for our country, that it had taken no
part in the triumphant cause of God and man. Had
taken no part do L say? O blot of infamy, dark eclipse
of American glory ! Our country did take part in this
cause, but it was against it. The only remaining re-
public upon earth, a nation descended from freemen,
whose proudest boast was their hereditary love of li-
herty, and hatred of tyranny, harnessed themselves to
the war chariot of the tyrant, in which he was riding
over the necks of prostrate millions. Yes, the exclu-
sive republicans of America voluntarily added them-
selves to the long list of degraded nations, who were
by force leagued with the infidel power of Kranee a-
gainst England 5 and lent, with cordial good will, their
utmost aid to beat down that last remaining bulwark in
the old world, of rational liberty, and < of the religion
which we profess.”

Ii was soon seen that we must fare, as men, soon or
late, must ever fare, who take side with those, who
are at strife with God and right and humanity. "When
the pitying Fatber of the world opened his ear to the
cries of the oppressed nations, when the measure of
their chastizement seemed to be full, and he arose to
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fay aside, with signal dishonor and contempt, though
not, as we hoped, forever, the bloodsteeped instrument
of their correction,—when the great instigator and pa-
tron of oar wicked war thus became, in the view of
all,*“athing “nought,” we were left singly exposed to
the merited - utment of our enemy, to the pity or de:
rision of t ‘vle world, and probably, if England
had insisteq, .0 ihe united hostility of her allies.
Europe rejoiced, and all good men in this country
rejoiced to see, in the fallen fortunes of the tyrant, the
removal of that example of suecessful guilt, which had
s0 long emboldened the wicked in every country, and
in none, perhaps, more thanin this. The central throne
of iniquity, infidelity, perfidy and crime seemed to us
to be thus overthrown to its hase ; and we regarded its
wide spread ruins, like the traces of the deluge, as a
monument to the world of God’s eternal abhorence of
sppression, violence and hlood,—as a lesson of awful
admonition to all those, who have been abettors or ad-
mirers of the French league of atheistic philosophy
and hostility against the most sacred principles and in-
stitutions, against the most consoling hopes, against, in
short, the virtue and hiappiness of mankind. We con-
sidered this league as effectually broken in the over-
throw of the despet. In his fall, we saw the head of
this serpent bruised. Andwerejoiced to seethe death-
wonnd, as it then appeared, thus inflicted upon the head
of the venomous beastin Europe extending downwards,
till the tail of it, as we may say, which had twined it-
self about the Genius of America, felt the unexpected
stroke, and writhed in sympathetic agony. Divided
as it now was, from its head, and but a fragment of
the original monster, although like a monster of the
polypus species, it continued to retain feebly the poyw.

(a4
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ers of life and wmotion, yet it must ere long have per-
ished of itself, had not the imprudent Hercules, that
came to our shores to destroy it, in attempting to tear
its poisonous folds from the Genius of our republie, un-
happily wounded that Genius in the & ’

Sympt. *

"This touched our pride of countrygrad awakened
in all adetermined spirit of resistancepe nunited zeal
to defend our soil and our cities againsthey ory attempt of
the enemy, to repeat the humiliating scenes which had
beenexhibited atWashington and Alexandria. Those,
who from principle, abhorred the war in its origin, its
entire character and eonduct hitherto, now, that it had
assumed a new character, stood ready to repel the
foe that should have the temervity to invade the soil,
whieh they had inherited from their fathers, and which
had been consecrated by their blood to liberty and
independence.

Dreading and preparing for the worst, the people
assumed, as one man, a determined attitude of self.
defence. While we had nothing to hope from our
own government, except that the necessity of making
peace must soon grow out of their inability to prose-
cute the war, we had every thing to apprehend in the
approach of the enemy with his whole force, from the
natural disposition of man to avenge, when he becomes
strong, an injury inflicted on him when he was weak.
At the same time, we had something to hope from the

* The destruction by the British cruisers of our fishing-craft, and of our
dismantled coasting and merchant vessels, in our small harbours, laying de-
fenceless towns, and even saltworks under contribution, especially the burning
of the public buildings at Waskington, excited a very general indignation in
all parties.  And Mr. Randolph has asserted, and probably with reason, that,
but for these glaring acts of indiscretion in the enemy, <nothing could have
austained Mr. Madison after the disgraceful aftair at V\;ashington. The public
indignation would have overwhelmed, in one common ruin, himself and his
suelng newspaper:” Mr. Randolpt’s Letter to Mr. Lloyd.
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moderation, magnanimity, and desive of peace, yire-
viously manifested Ly the nation, with which we were
contending, notwithstanding cur gevernment had been
the assailants in the unrighteous eontest.

Such, for some time, had been the stale of things,
and of men’s minds, in regard to the unnatural and
hopeless war in which, while all Karope had rest, we
found ourselves involved. And when we recollect the
gloomy aspect of affairs in our country, at that time,
and the appalling prospects, which were opening be-
fore us—the mnation without revenue, the treasury
empty, pablic eredit gone, the people shrinking from
the oppressive hurden of taxes, that was lain and com-
ing upon them, many states begiuning reluctantly to
contemplate a temporary separation of their fortunes
from those of the general government, as their only
security from ruin ;—all eyes in the mean time, turned
with anxious waiting to reeeive intelligence from our
commissioners at Ghent—the thoughts of all recoiling
from the distress, the devastation and blocdshed,
which must be the result of another season of hostil-
ities, should England determine to prosecute the war
with her undivided strength, and with that spirit of
resentment and animosity, which the time and circum-
stances, in which it had been declared by our gov-
ernment, might seem {o justify ;—already many thou-
sands reduced from competence to poverty, and other
thousands with the same disheartening prospects be-
fore them j;—when we reccollect all this, we cannot
wonder at the unexampled rejoicings, and the fervor
of thanksgiving to heaven, which the people manifest.
ed at the conclusion of a war, which had been waged
at incalculable expense without the attainment of a
single object, a single claim, for which it was profes.



10

ers of life and motion, yet it must ere long have per.
ished of itself, had not the imprudent Hercules, that
came to our shores to desiroy it, in attempting to tear
its poisonous folds from the Genius of our republic, un-
happily wounded that Genius in the at»mpt.*

This {touched our pride of country, -ad awakened
in all adetermined spirit of resistanceye nunited zeal
to defend our soil and our cities againsﬂe‘} .ry attempt of
the enemy, lo repeat the humiliating scenes which had
beenexhibited atWashington and Alexandria. Those,
who from principle, abhorred the war in its origin, its
entire character and conduet hitherto, now, that it had
assumed a new character, stood ready to repel the
foe that should have the temerity to invade the soil,
which they had inherited from their fathers, and which
had been eonscerated by their blood to liberty and
independence.

Preading and preparing for the worst, the people
assumed, as one man, a determined attitude of self.
defence. While we had nothing to hope from our
own government; except that the necessity of making
peace must soon grow out of their inability to prose-
cute the war, we had every thing to apprehend in the
approach of the enemy with his whole force, from the
natural disposition of man to avenge, when he becomes
strong, an injury inflicted on him when he was weak.
At the same time, we had something to hope from the

* The destruction by the British cruisers of our fishing-craft, and of our
dismantled coasting and merchant vessels, in our small harbours, laying de-
fenceless towns, and even saltworks under contribution, especially the burning
of the public buildings at Waskington, excited a very general indignation in
all parties. And Mr. Randolph lis asserted, and probably with reason, that,
but for these glaring acts of indiscretion in the enemy, “nothing could have
sustained Mr. Madison after the disgraceful aflair at Washington. The public
indignation would have overwhelmed, in one common ruin, himself and his
hireling newspapers Al Randolpl’s Letter to M. Lloyd.



14

moderation, magnanimity, and desire of peace, pre-
viously manifested by the nation, with which we were
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sedly declared. What stronger evidence could we
have that the war was no war of the people’s choeos-
ing, that in its whole character and in all iis aspects,
it was odious and had become insupportable te the
great mass of the nation, than the almost frantic joy
with which the return of peace, of bare peace, with-
out bringing with it the shadow of an equivalent for
its absence, was universally welcomed.

True it is, we saw nothing of this joy—I speak not
here of those brave men, who have fronted danger
and fought the battles of our defence ¢ by flood ox
field,” and whoe have covered themselves and their
country with all the glory thatcanbe derived from arms;
but we saw nothing of this joy, Isay, in those sauntering
¢ dogs of war,” who have been distinguished only by
wearing about them the badge which showed to what
master they belonged, and who heard the tidings of
peace, so grateful to the people, with selfish and sul-
len regret, that they could no longer feed in idleness
at the public charge. We saw, indeed, nothing of
this joy in the servile pimps and spies of government,
who had been thriving upon the distresses of their fel-
low citizens, and whose occupation and gains were
pow at an end. We saw nothing of this joy in the
many thousand occupants of new offices, which the
war had ereated, those patriotic pensioners upon cab.
inet patronage, and who, like so many devouring lo-
custs, had overspread the country, and censumed
its resonrces. But we saw this joy in all its fulness
and sincerity, in those private and peaceable citizens,
who could gain nothing by the war, who beheld in
ihe peace a limit to those wasteful expences, of which
tkey must pay their full proportion out of the hard
earned fruits of the sweat of their brow ; and who,
had the war continued, must have presented their own
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breasts to an invading foe, in place of that defence,
which they had a right to demand of the national gov-
ernment, but which had been to the last denied them.
We behold this joy in parents, who in another season
of hostilities, were anticipating the dreadful spectacle
of their sons lying mangled and breathless corses up-
on the fields of battle,—in wives, who were forebod-
ing a final adien from the hushands of their yonth,—
in children, whe, cateliing the contagion of their moth.-
ers’ fears, beheld the demoen of war robhing them of
their fathers.

These rejoiced and still rejoice in the event which
hade them dismiss their melancholy anticipations,
and welcome the heart cheering prospects of quietness
in our borders, of returning prosperity, of domestic
tranquillity, and of fathers, husbands, and sons wait-
ing the gentle summons of nature, instead of the ab-
rupt and apalling signal of battle, to resign their spir-
its to God, who gave them. And in unison with this
joy were all the better feelings and sympathies of the
human heart. If some dark and perturbed spirits,
¢ who delight in war,”” refused to join in the loud
chorus of gratulation and gladness, which rang from
one extremity of the union to the oiker, the bright and
lovely train of the civil and domestie virtues, the smil-
ing attendants upon peace, weve heard mingling their
mild voice in the commeon joy at the return of their
long banished patroness and queen. Humanity re-
joiced that the earth ceased to be erimsoned with the
blood of man, spilt by the hand of his brother; and
that the sword was stayed from adding to the number
of widows and orphans.  Religion, peaceful daugh-
ter of heaven, was glad and hymned new anthems of
prajse to the God of peace, that her voice, which
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speaks good will toward all men, was no longer to be
drowned in the horrid din of battle, in the groans of ex-
piring nature mingling with the savage shouts of vie-
fory. Patriolism exulted that our rapid progress to
national ruin was arrested, and that happier prospects
were once more beginning to open upon our suffering
country. Justice triumphed in the vanishing of these
unholy visions of conquest, which had so long haunt-
ed the disordered imagination of our rulers, which had
carried fire and sword into so many peaceful villages
of Canada, and which have rendered that province
the scene of such boundless waste of treasure, of so
many signal defeats and disasters, and of one or iwo
splendid and dear bought, but useless victories. In
short, truth, reason, and common sense, so long exil-
ed from the counsels of the nation, hail with gladness
this auspicious pause in the reign of delusion, absur-
dity, restrictive energy, and mad experiment. And
who, that loves his country, will not devoutly pray
that the pause may be perpetual ?

II. From our hasty retrospect of ¢ the things,
which our eyes have seen,” we return to notice, as
we proposed, some of the important lessons, which we
ought to learn from them, and to ¢ teach our sons and
our sons’ sons.”

Let the first be a lesson of gratitude to the God of
our fathers. However ardent, and strong and lasting
this gratitude may be, it can hardly equal what we
cught to feel for our deliverance from the confusion
and ruin, which but recently seemed inevitable, and
that we have escaped, with no heavier loss and suf-
fering, great as these have been, from the rash plunge
of the nation into the awful perils of war, at a period
when the unexampled terrors and miseries of war in
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Earope solemnly admonished our favored country to
remain at peace, and to mitigate, if possible, instead
of adding to the woes of an afflicted and bleeding
world.

2. We ought, in the next place, to derive new and
deeper convictions, from the things we have seen, of
the superintending and controlling providence of the
BSovereign of the universe, in the dircetion of human
affairs.

In the astonishing changes and revolutions, which
have marked the age of wonders, in which it is our
lot to live, especially in those, which have oceurred
in Europe within the few last years, the supremacy
of God, and the agency of his providence in the gov-
ernment of the world have been so visibly and re-
markably manifested, that even the blind, one would
think, must see, the hardened feel, and be constrain-
ed to acknowledge, ¢ that verily there is a God who
judgeth in the earth, who enlargeth or straiteneth
the nations, who setteth up one and putteth down a-
nother, and who doeth all his pleasure among the in-
habitants of the earth, as well as among the hosts of
heaven.”” When we saw the remorseless oppressor
of nations ready to take the last step in his march to
universal empire, and we were in dread lest the whole
christian world must bend beneath the sway of an in.
fidel and ferocious despot, with what ease, how speed-
ily, and in a manner how unexpected did God abase
to the dust the pride and the mightof “‘the terrible one,”
and exalt the weak to the throne of the mighty.

Fear not, then, ye who tremble because the head of
the dragon* is again lifted up. Let him and his an-
gels renew their impious war. 'The arm of the Al-
mighty hath not waxed feeble. e hath still his

¥ Rev. 12 gh. 7 ver. &n.



16

Michael and his angels, by whom he hath once givert
repose to the world, and who, when he commissions
them, shall again prevail against the dragon; and in
the appointed hour, the monster shall be consigned to
a safer prison than the island of Klba.

8. A third lesson, which we have been impressive-
ly taught by ¢ the things we have seen,”’—and this i
another reason for banishing our fears for the result of
therenewed contest in Europe—is, that ¢ the trinmph-
ing of the wicked is short.” Never, perhaps, since
the generalion, which God in his wrath swept from the
earth with a flood,—never certainly, in any age, or
portion of the world that has been shone upon by the
blessed lights of christianity, has there been such a
general and open contempt of all religious and moral
obligation, such insolent defiance or denial of the di-
vine government and authority, as has been seen in
those parts of the old world, which adopted the prin-
ciples, and afterwards felt the power of revolutionary
France. When we saw this colossal power wielded
by an individual, “at whose name the world grew
pale,” when we saw him sueccessful in all his enter-
prizes of unparalleied daring and guilt, when we
saw his humble admirers and cbedient followers sit-
ting in the high places of power in our own country,
the entire world, to our desponding fears, scemed des-
tined by its incensed Creator to fall under the empire
of the wicked.

But when they were rearing the last battlements of
their Babel, whose impious height had long insulted
the heavens, and from which they began proudly to
dictate their laws to the whole earth, we saw their
chief in company with numbers of his satellites sud-
denly hurled from its sammit by the hand of refribu-
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tive justice. We saw bim, for a time, and as we
boped forever, left in miserable banishment to ¢ the
vultures of his mind,” his own reflections; and, like
the wretch in the hell of the poet, to admonish by bis
doom, guilty ralers and their adherents in every eoun-
try, to learn rightecusness and to fear God.* And,
notwithstanding his unexpected, and, we trast, short
reprieve from this doom. it has given us consoling as-
surance, in which we will rest, that althcugh the throne
of iniquity prevail for a time, although men without
religion, withont virtue, without pity or remorse, ¢join
hand in hand,”” abuse power,and ¢frame mischief by
2 law,” yetshall vot the wicked go unpunished. ¢“As
a dream, when one awaketh, so, O God, when thou
nwakest, shalt thou despise their image. And the
righteous shall rejoice, when he seeth the vengeance.”

4. We have, again, been taught, what indeed was
foreseen by the considerate, and has now bheen made
manifest to all by our ill-fated war, that our form of
government, our institutions and habits, disqualify us
forengaging in wars of conquest. Events have shown
that the attack made upon Canada was as imgpolitic, as
il was cruel and wicked, The erying sin of bloed-
guniltiness was strictly chargeable, in the view of all
men of christian feelings, upon the authors of that
measure ; and to the honor of New-England, it will
be remembered, that by a large majority of its inhabi-
tants, the measure was regavded in the light of an un-
provoked and murdevous assault upon peaceable and
unoffending neighbors.  Ncr ought it ever to be for.

*¢“Phlegyas que imisscrinds omnes
Admoact, et AT dur voee per wibrag;
Discite justitiam moniti, et non temnere Divos.”
Fie A b 6 ver 612

s
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gotten by us, or **our sons, or sons’ sons,” that while
the war was thus entirely offensive, a war for conquest,
and consequently unjust, God was againstus; and we
aceordingly met only with defeat, disaster and dis-
grace. bBot the moment the character of the war was
changed, and become a war of defence, and therefors
1ust, God was with us; and, in every instance of im-
portance, exeept in the attack of the enemy upon the
immediate seat and citade! of improvidence and imbe-
cility, the head.quarters of the redoubtable heroes of
Hladensburg, wo were successiul in repelling inva-
sion.

5. 'This nation, moreover, in addition to the innu-
merable lessons, that have gone before, in past ages,
have received another, and a very serious one, from
the things they have recently seen and suffered, upon
that inherent vice and ultimate destruction of all repub-
lies, party spirit,—a blind deveolisn of the people to
the men, whoe, to obtain office and power, inflame their
passions, and flatter their prejudices and pride of opin-
ion. The people of this country have been taught by
bitter and cos!ly experiment, to what evils the indul-
gence of these passions, these prejudices and this pride
of opinion may lead. "They have seen for what pur-
poses their antipathies to one nation, and attachment
to another have been so industriously cherished by
incessantly proclaiming and exaggerating the injuries
of the onc, and anxiously concealing or excusing those
of the other. 'They have seen that their flatterers, and
the fonrenters of strife and war, have achieved nothing
for their country, which they promised,—have obtain-
ed no seeurity against the violation of “‘trade, and sai-
lovs’ rights;” and while they have been erjoying the
ewoluments and honors of office, the people have de-
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#ived from their connsels no other {ruits than general
embarrassment and distress, loss of public and private
property, and an entail of taxes, which neither they,
nor “‘their sons, nor sons’ sons” will probably see can-
celled. The people must, we think, have heen feel-
iagly persuaded of the truth of the remark lovg sinee
made, that ¢ party is the madness of many, for the
gain of a few.” We trust that the lesson upon this
point, so dearly purchased, will not be lost upon the
citizens, who have to pay for it; and that they will
learn from it to judge of pelitical, as they do of reli-
gious professicn, by its fruits—to distinguish the trae
friends and able guides of their country, from the
smooth and fawning pretender to patriotism and disin.
terested love for the dear people; and, in future, to
trust with office those men only, whose known princi-
ples, and tried virtues, entitle them to the public con-
fidence. 'To have been once deceived by men, who
promised fair, proves only that we charitably believed
them honest, and were mistaken. ¢ But when men,™
says an eminent statesman,® “whom we kuow to be
wicked, impose upon us, we are something worse than
dupes. When we know them, then their fair pre-
tences become new motives for distrust.”

Tempests, engendered in the natural world. by a
foul and heated atmosphere, if they sometimes destroy
the fruits of the field and the lal:ors of man, are usu-
ally succeeded by a puver air, and a brighter duy.
INoxious insects, pestilent vapors, and obseuring mists,
are dispersed. Objects ave seen through a clearer
mediam, and in a new lighl; and more distinet and
corres! impressions of them are conveyed to the mind,

< Mr. Burke,
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We will hope, that in like manner, the tempest and
fary of the passions, that have heen exeited amon®; ue,
and the storms of war produced by them, now that
they are spent and gone by, will be followed by moral
and political consequences equally salutary and bene-
ficial to our country. And, great as have been the
gloom, and distress, and rain, which have marfked
their course, we might pronounce the evil inenrred
small, compared with the good obtained, shonid we
find that they have also swept away, and that forever,
“the refuges of lice,” by which an abused people
have been made the victims of a series of oppressive
aud ealamitous measures, the effects of which will be
felt long after the present generation shall have pass-
ed away.

As it is from experience and by sober reflection up-
on events, that nations as well as individuals learn
wisdom, it is, therefore, the bounden duty of the citi-
zens of our republie, not only that they retain in ve-
mcembrance, and meditate much and often upon the
things they have witnessed and endured for the last
few eveniful venrs, that, soberly reviewing the causes,
aud pondering the consequences of these things, they
may gather from them the instructive lessons we have
no{li::c;:k and othiers equa'ly obvious and important;
bat they e bonnd also to teach them to their child-
ren. ami {owarn them of the errors by which they have
sull red, and of the dangers to which their prosperity
anil ]ibeﬁies will ever be exposed, from the arts of.am-
Litisus and eorvupt men, and from their own passions
and projudices. .

God, by lis servant Moses, enjoined it upon the Is-
’ ‘s in cur text, to e ever mindful of the aston-

raelites, » fthe aston
. . )
ishing events, which they had witnessed alike in their
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deliverances and their chiastisements. They weve enm-
manded to teach them to their ehildren, “to their sons’
sons,” that the salutiry lessons which they inculcated,
might be transmitted and perpetuated among them.
And it is from what others or themsclves have expe-
rienced, from reectlection of their evvors and misecar-
riages, and rellection upon lheir canses wnd conse-
quesces that men are admonished, insivueled and dis-
ciplined into prudence and virtue. 'T'his is the great
end of God’s various dealings with individuals and na-
tiuns,  Fovr this, history uarels her {aitnful records.
For this, the facaliies of memory and veflection hold
#o distinguished a place in the endowments of tha
mind. To consign to oblivien, therefore, when they
are past, events, which deeply aficcted us while pass-
ing,—to forget our calamities when they are removed,
and to avert the aitention from the tiue caaces and
immediate authors of them, or to atiribute them to false
causes or imaginary instruments, is *‘to despise re-
proof and to haie instruction;” is not only, like obsii-
nate children, to suffer the infliclion of the rod with-
ont deviving from it any equivalent for the smort, Lut
is also to invite a vepetition of its strokes.

Surely then, it is not expecting too much from the
good sense and caleulating character of our fellow
vitizens, that they will divest themselves of the unrea-
sonable prejudices, and attachments of party, the -
medliate or remote cause of mest of the evils they have
suffered,—that they will torn frem their political idols
whon: they have found to be ¢ vanity anda lie,”
to the men, under whose auspices they were once
prosperous and happy ; and that they will yet furnish
a refutation of that severe maxim of the statesman be-
iore cited, that ¢ the credulity of dupes is as inex.
hausiible as the invention of knaves.”
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IIL. T hasten in the last place, to name to my in.
dulgent auditors,—for time wiii havdly permit me to
do more—certain objeets, 1n the promotion of which,
every patriot and philanthropist, and certainly the ap.
pointed guardians of a christian commonwealth, will
feel themselves urgently called upon to exert their in-
finence, from the extraordinary character of the timecs
and state of the world, in which we live.

1. The passing age has been remarkable for ite
wild speculations, extravagant theories and daring ex-
periments in government, in morals and religion.
'The people in cur own country, as well as in others,
have been taught new doctrines upon these subjects,
—doctrines sanctioned no more by the sober conclu-
sions of reason than by the voice of experience.
"Their tendency has been to inflate the minds of the
uninformed with an overweening sense of their own
Lighis, of their own importance,—to weaken theirres-
peet for the sound maxims, the salutary principles
and usages of our fathers,—to loosen, and in too ma-
ny itsiances, to sever the sacved bouds, which bind
man in alleglance to his God, in equity and in love to
his neighbor, his country and his kind. "The effects
have bocin answerable,—such as we have witnessed,
have fell and deplored. The order, virtue, happi-
ness and stability of our republic have been sensibly
impaired,—its very existence endangered. 'To rem-
edy these evils if possible, to repair these breaches,

will be vegavded Ly every good citizen and magistrate,
as an oliject of ilie first importance. And, if this is
ever to be effected in any good degree, it must be
brought to pass by the same means, by which our fa-
thers founded and built up the social edifice, whick
they left to us, stronz and beautiful, and taught us hy

their exawple, how {o prezerve and enjor.
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They were well aware that no free governmcwt
zould be long supported but by the united influence of
knowledge, and virtue and the fear of the Lord, gen-
eraily diffused throughout the great body of the eiti-
zens. 'To promote, maintain, and extend the influ-
ence of these qualities they bent all the energies of
their powerful minds. Fo this end looked all their
public institutions and laws, all their instruetions in
the pulpit, the college, the school, and in families,—
those natural seminaries, which under christian par-
ents are of all others foremost in importance, as they
are in order, in forming the human mind, in imbu.
ing it with pious sentiment, and virtuous principle.

In order, then, that our free and equal forms of gov-
ernment, our invaluable institutions and usages may
recover of the shocks, and long survive the changes,
which they have received from the licentious and in-
novating spirit of the age, the united and persevering
exertions of the wise and good in every station, aided
as far as may be, by the influence of legislative author-
ity, must be strenuously employed to bring back the
people to “the old paths and good ways,” in which ouwr
fathers walked,—to re-establish the authority of the
plain and sure maxims, and to put in more general
and vigorous operation those tried and effectual means
of diffusing knowledge, virtue and piety, by which the
sons of the pilgrims, that have preceded us, formed of
New-England ¢ a mountain of holiness, a habitation
of whatsoever things are true, honest, just, pure, love-
ly, and of good report.”

Kuowing therefore the conditions upon which alone
the prosperity and permanency of our republican insti-
tutions can beinsured, the genuine patriot, whether aci.
ing in a privaie or official capacity, will feel himself
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bonnd, as he would sccure and transmit to his el
Jren the rich privileges, which he has inherited frot
his fathers, to exert his utmost ability and influcncet
culighten public opinion, to correct and elevate th
public morals, to foster the interests and extend th
influence of useful learning and pure religion.

2. T would name another ohject, whiehis beginnin
to excite much attention among the reflecting and be
nevolent in onr own country, whichis «f neiversal i
terest to mankind, and in the prometion of which leg
islators and rulers might, if dispesed, do a great dea
The object is no other than tv do somethiss, if poss.
ble, to bring into discredit and disuse the barbarou
and horrible practise of determining national diderer
ces by the sword. I know that a propesition of a
attempt to abolish wavrs will be thought by many
proof of little else than of a good natured madnes
in the proposer. But by chuvistians it oughbt to t
heard with respect and a readiness to co-uvperate i
any measures that may tend to a ¢ consummation s
devounily to be wished” Ly oll the friends of human
ty. Surely, our religion gives no countenance f
wars, scarcely of defence, and in no case to offensiv
wars. [If wars, as we know from the sure word «
propneey they will, are one day to ¢ cease to th
ends of the earth,” how 1is this great change in tk
world to be accomplished ? Not, we have all reaso
to think, by miracle, an.” at once, but gradually, b
the combined influence and agency «f chrislian prine
ciples and christian sccieties formed for this very enc
Traffic In slaves, nc! long since, was as universall
tolerated, us war. But christian philanthropy an
christian perseverance have already doue much, an
are still going on prospercusly to complete the extes
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mination of this infamous practice from out of thelim-
its of christendom. Were a combination formed in
this country, in this state, of the friends of human
happiness, aided by legislative concurrence and au-
thority, and let them make their appeals to christians
every where, to co-operate in their attempts to im-
press all hearts, which they can influence, with abhor-
rence of the savage customs of war; and perhaps,
in time, by the blessing of God upon their be-
nevolent exertions, the christian world may owe as
much to a New-England Association for the abolition
of wars, as Africa docs to the bond of British philan-
thropists, who led the way in the abolition of the in-
buman traffic in slaves. There never was a time more
favorable than the present for an attempt of this kind.
Should the peace of Europe be speedily re-establish-
ed by the fall of the outlaw, who hath broken it, as we
devoutly hope, governments and people, exhausted
with the waste and smarting with the wounds of war,
will be universally in a condition to listen to an ap-
peal made to their interests and feelings upon this
subject.* Wemay at least caleulate with assurance,
that the legislature of this, and we trust of the other
states of the union, will persevere in their endervors to
obtain the constitutional secyrity, recommernded Ly the
late New-England convention, against a repetition of
an offensive war, like that from which we havere-
cently escaped.

3. Indulge me in the mention of one ohject more,
which merits even more than all the extraordinary in-
terest and exertions, which it has so generally pro-
duced in the christian world, and which of all others,
will, perhaps, be eventually found the most efficient

* 8ce an excellent pamphlet upon this subject, entitled « A Solemn Review
of the Cusiom of War” &«

4
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wmeans of accomplishing the object last snentioned, ¥
mean the diffusion of the holy seriptures.

Although we doubt not the glorious work will pro-
ceed effectually in the hands of the societies and in-
dividuals engaged in it, yet T would respect{ully ask,
whetherit be not an ohjeet desevving the liberal patron-
age of legislative hodies. While this patronage would
ensure to these bodies the augmented respect and confi-
dence of their pious constituents, would it not contri-
bute to awaken a more general attention throughout the
the comamiyv tothat sacred volume, which should ap-
pear, asthus it would, to be an objeet of peculiar esteem
and reverence to the highest order of men in the state?
Tivery friend of Zion, every christina philanthropist,
whose heart glows with the benevolent desire, and dai-
1y breathes to heaven the fervent prayer that the king-
dom of Christ, that blessed empire of light and love,
of righteousness and peace, may be extended and es-
tablished throughout the world, and built up in all
hearis, must bave witnessed with holy joy and exulta-
tion the wide spread and still extending trivmphs of
Dritish charity in the distribotion of ¢ the words of
eternal life’” in all lands and in all languages. What
fountains of consolation have thus heen opencd to the
poor and afflicted in those countries, which have been
swept with the desclating tempests of war? While a
night of double darkness, of infidelity and gloomy
despotism was brooding over the fairest portion of
contivental Eorope, from the bible societies in Eng-
land, the sun of righteousness seemed to arise with
new brightness and healingin his beams. In that for-
tunate isle, while the upas of atheism, rooted and
nurtured in Krance, was spreading wide its baleful
shade, dripping with poisen to the souls and destruc-
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tion to the bodies of men, we have secn the ree of life
iflourishing with unexampled luxuriance, reaching forth
its branches and expanding iis leaves for shelter and for
medicine to the weary and bruised nations. We have
shown that we can vie with the men of that illustrions
land of our ancestors, in wielding the weapons of death,
and in managing the engines of destruction. Let us
emulate them in their more noble and Godlike effurts
to save, to enlighiten, to console mankind. When ap-
pointed to this service it was my pleasing hope that I
might be permitted to congratulate my fellow citizens
upon the established repase of Furope, as well as of
eur own country. But the unsearcliable counsels of
God have appointed otherwise. While we almost im-
agine that we heard resounding tirough the world, the
echoes of the angelic song, which once announced
from heaven peace on earth and good will to men, the
terriffic genius of destruction again welcomed into
fickle and perfidious France, startled us with new a-
larms of war. Again

“ Red battle stamps Lis foot, and nations feel the shock.”

It is net for us to penetrate or arraign the purposes
of God in suffering this. He governs the world; the
wrath and crimes of no created being can pass the
bounds which he assigns. Confiding in his goodness,
it becomes us to submit, with silent reverence, to what
we cannot comprehend. While we sympathize witl
Furope, again convulsed and bleeding, let it renew our
gratitude to that kind Providence, which hath made
us to differ. And God, of his mercy, make us wise
to preserve, and worthy to enjoy, this distinetion, tili
il is lost in the universal and permanent repose of the
world.

Your Excellency, during ¢the troublous times” we
have seen, has given your constitucatls a decisive and
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endearing proof, that your heart corresponds to this
wish in the spirit of a sincere disciple of the Prince of
Peace, with the feelings of a lover of his country, and
of his kind. So long as we remember ¢the things,
which our eyes have scen,” we will not forget, but
will teach it to ¢ our sons and ouvr sons’ sons,” what
we owe to the guide, who, under God, hath conducted
the people and guarded their rights, with a wise and
paternal vigilanee, through all the perils that have en-
compassed them. If your Excellency has had no part
nor lot in the glery of those magistrates, who have sent
their citizens to gather laurels and to find the cypress
inthe wilds of Canada, your Excellency hasthat, which
will be far mere soothing in the silent and solilary
hours of life, and at ils close, that which is far more
illustrious in the esteem of the wise and good, the
glory of having sanctioned no measures, that have car-
ried mourning and disivess into the dwelling of a sin-
gle family in the state.

In ancient Fome, hic, that in battle, had saved the
life of a citizen, was rewarded with a civie crown, and
was honored as a father by the person preserved. The
citizens of this {ommonwealth, between whom and
the deadly coniagion of a camp, and the weapons of
an invaded people, your Excellency has effectually in-
terposed the siicld of the Consiituiion, have no ecivie
crovins to give.  But they have repeaiedly given the
highest mark they have to give, of their gratitude and
respect; aad the same time they acknowledge, in each
repeated acceptance of it, a naw obligation conferred
by your Excellency vpon themselves.

‘The christiau patriot derives his first best ervthiy
veward from the consciousness of upright intention in
the discharge of every trust reposed in him by his fel-

aw-cilizens; the pext, ficin secing them manifestly
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benefitted by bis services; and next to this, from the
uniform and often repeated proofs of their cordial at-
tachment and confidence. His last exceeding great
reward, to which he steadily but humbly looks, is that
transporting eulogimm from his final Judge, ¢ well
done, good and faithful servant; enter thou into the
joy of the Lord.”

Your Honor will accept our respectful congratula-
tions upon being again called to fill the office of Seeond
Magistrate in the Commonwealth; and upon, what is
far more grateful to your Honor, the reviving prospe-
rity of our country, which promises to the benevolent
increased means of experiencing, what your Honor so
well knows, ‘“how much more blessed it is to give,
than to receive.”

Counsellors, Senators, and Representatives of the
Commonwealth; we rejoice with you that the new po-
litical year is ushered in with so much happier aus-
pices than the last. You will not need that I should
remind you of the high and solemn responsibility which
rvests upon you in yourofiicial character. Noone, sure-
1y, of your honorable body, can have received the trust
reposed in kim by his constituents, without feeling the
importance, not of the honor, but of the daties attached
to it. Least of all should we suppose it possible for
a man to take this trust lightly upon him, when an
impression of the calamities, which an abuse of it may
bring upon his country, is so fresh and deep in his
mind, as it must be in the mind of every man, who
remembers what he has recently seen and felt.

Bringing with you, to the counsels of the state, this
impression, you will give your sanction to nd measures
affecting the common interests of your constituents, till
looking as far into all their bearings and issues, as the
ken of human foresight, assisted by the lights of expe-
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rience and reason, is permitied to penectrate, you con-
scientiously believe them to be good and salutary.
‘When entered upon the exercise of your legislative
fanetions, you will feel yourselves to be standing upon
holy ground. You will, therefore, as becomes the
place, and your character, put off and remove far from
your minds, the narrow prejudices and blinding pas-
sions of party, the sordid considerations of private in-
terest or personal ambition, as most unworthy to enter
into those solemn deliberations and decrees, on which
depend, in no small degree, the order, security, and
prosperity of the Commonwealth.

We may confidently expect, from the civil fathers
and guardians of the state, all that can be done by le-
gislative auathority alone, or in concurrence with the
exertions of societies or individuals, to aid the great
interests of humanity, to enlighten public sentiment,
to improve the public morals, to preserve and increase,
in the public mind, a reverence for the name, the word,
the sabbaths, and worship of God, to invigorate and
extend the influence of our inestimable civil, literary,
and religious institutions.

In all your labors for the promotion of these most
important objects, we, the ministering servants of God,
are by our office, and from the nature of our charge,
when faithful to it, « fellow-workers together with
you.”  We have, therefore, a claim upon your coun-
tenance and support, so long as we quit not our sphere.
Aad, if you sometimes find a brother among you, and
concern for bis flock prompt the question, once put
by Eliab to the shepherd, son of Jesse, “Why hast
thou come+down hither? And with whom hast thou
left those few sheep in the wilderness?” Add not,
we beseech youn, the uncharitable charge, laid by the
churlish Eliab to his brother, ““I know thy pride, and
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ihe naughtiness of thy heart; for thou art come down
that thou mightest see,”” and mingle in ¢ the battle of
contentious partizans.” Your honorable body will ra-
ther impute to him a generous zeal to aid you in pro-
moting the great interests of our common christianity.
At least, let the presence of our brethren serve to re-
mind you, that these interests are intimately connected
with the great interests of the state, and of our coun-
try,—that however excellent our constitution and laws,
there can be no permanent order, security, or happi-
ness in our republic, unless the citizens composing it,
are, generally, influenced by the awful sanctions of
r¥eligion, the hopes and fears of eternity.

Confiding in the wisdom of your counsels, in the in-
tegrity and patriotism of your intentions, in your zeal
for the common welfare, not doubting that you will act
under a just sense of your accountability to your con-
stituents, and, we trust, to the Searcher of Hearts, we
bid you God speed in the duties before you. May
you honorably acquit yourselves, respected Rulers, of
your allotted parts in the aceomplishment of those high
destinies, to which, we trust, it was in the counsels of
God to raise this nation, when he planted our fathers
in this good land. And while we hail it, as an omen
of better days to our country, that so many of our
brethren, in various parts of the union, misled by the
false lights of the age, are returning to the sound max-
ims of policy and of morals, exemplified and bequeath-
ed to them by the Father of our Republic, we will hope
that ils glory, emerging, like the sun from the clouds
that have transiently obscured the brightness of its
morning’s rise, will hold on its way, like that lumina-
ry, with increasing splendor, till it reaches the west-
ern ocean, emitting its widest blaze of effulgenece, the
moment it touches the waves,
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