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PREFACE. 

THE history oflha followine; remarkable productions ofth8ir iliostriolls Bllthor'. min<l, 
nllly be very briefly told. They were wrilten some time ago,with the killd inlentiOtI of 
servin~ a youthful friend, Ihen pursuing his Iheological studies; but without the ,Iighrest 
id <I that they would ever m6et the public eye. Circum~tances, hO\1'ever, which 
have occurred sinee. that period, induced the gentleman for whom they were composed~ 
to r~qu.ot the allthor's permissron 10 pulili,h them for hi. OWII benefit, which w.s 
cordially granted. 

In these Discollrses, the realle,' will find some oflh. most momentous questions 
whirh ean exercise 1he human Inlud, rilsclls!)pd with great eloqllence. ingennity, 
and force of argumenl. Yet it \Vas not without a strung feeling of diffidence, thHt 
the wriler consented to lay before the public. this ne .. aod striking proof of th& 
strength and versatility of his genius, as will appear frum the following Extract of a 
Lerler. 

"The Religiol1s Di~courges which you call to my mind, were written entirely fnr 
your nse, and are thptefore YOllr property. They were never intended for publica

::tion, as nohady knows better than yourself; nor do I willingly consent that they sholJld 
,be now given to the press, as it may be fhoue;ht that 1 ha Ye intermeddled with matlers 
for which I have,no commission. I h.ve also to add, lhat they cOlltain no novelty of 

rppinion, ami no attempt at brilliancy of compllsition. They were meant, I m~y 
fremind YOl1, to show that a rational and practical discourse upon a particular text was 
I a task.. more easily performed than you, in your natur~1 :oInxiety seemed at the time 
di"po,ed to believe. I am afrard Ihat thos. who oren Ihi. pamphlet with e"pecrations 
of a hil!;her kind, will be milch dIsappointed. As, however, YOII seem to be of opinion, 
that the publicalion mighl be attended wilh IOlleh b.nefit to Vall, I make no objocl
ion 10 it, and will be glad to he.r that it slIits YOllr purpose. This Letter will !lIffi

ciently indicale m'y consent to any gentleman of tile Irade with wllom you may treat, 

I am yours, very sincerely, 
"w. S," 

Abbetsford, Januarr 2, 182lr, 



DISCOURSE I. 

THE CHRISTIAN AND THE JEWISH DISPENSATIONS COMPARElIl, 

MATTHEW V, XVII. 

'" .. Think not that I am come to destroy the law aT the Prophets; I am not come te; 
destroy but to fuljil." 

Tm: Sermon on the Mount formed one of those occasioDs upon whioq our hles,ed 
S.vlOur condescended to iutimate to his followers, at considerable length, the pur
~ose of his beavenly mission, and the relatio(} which it bore to the ancient dispensa
tton of Moses, under which the Jpws hac' been trained for so many centuries. rrhe 
text before us, as weU as the words which follow in the same cb<l1;t.er, contain an ex
press and general dec lara lion on this subject, starthng perhaps to thos. who listened 
to the Divine speakel' ar the time, and on which infidels in subsequent times have eo
deavoured to ground a charge of inconsistency. We will presume, With such can .. 
ciseness as the occasion requires. and with the humility becoming those who venture 
to approach the A rk of the Covenant. to c.t>nsider this most import311t decla ration as 
it Goncerns--First: Those to \\ hom it was ins(~ntly and directly addressed; and, 
Secondly, the pr sent generation, who look back on what was th en spoken with Ihe 
advantage of comparing the divlDe prophecy with the eveots which have since en
sued. 

Upon tbe first poinl we are to remember. that Jesus came to his own. and that hi. 
own received him not. He proffered the iops(imable treasures of Ihe Gospel to that 
chosen people to whom God himself (,ad condescended to be legislator; and vain of 
tbeir own imajl;inary wealt~, they refused to accept this oew anu far ricber gift at his 
hands. Nay, it even seemed that the neorer they approached in external observan
ces, at least, to claim ill a peculiar manner tbe title of children obedient to the law 
ofLheir heavenl.\' father, the less were the Jews disposed to recognize Him that W>S 

gro.ter than Moses. His mission was rejected by the Sadducees. the freethinkers of 
~b .. Judaical inatitutioo, whod shalievod lhe existence of angel and spirit, and who.e 
sceptical and selfish "pinions made them deaf to the proclarnal i,m ofs.lvation. Ther 
wbo believed io DO state offuture retribution, and conceived Ihat the souls and bo
dies of meD went down to the grave together, luxurious as meD who would enjoy the 
passing hour. and indiffl:rent as men who held speculalive doctrines as of trifling im
portance, were oaturally av.,.se to the reception of a system which implied a general 
renunciatioo of ,II !~rnporal benefits, and sufljected the disciples of Christ as well as 
their Divine Teacber, to peril, privation',captlvity, and deatb. . 

Bur besides the •• Eplr:Il'eans of hrael, the Pharisee., also, • sert who placed thelf 
pride in thE- mosl precise ob"f'rvilnces of the l,lJW of Moses; whu admitted the exi~tence 
of a .tale of flllUre reward. and pllnishment,; who helieved ill the irnOlo/tality of the 
'sonl, and ,:.erp "y~tr.mati{'ally rf"gillar in divine worllj,!tip Hnd religiou!iordinsllces, were 
oven Hlore inimical to the Gos!,el than the Sadducees themselves. What stanled 
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we .IItheis! amid hi, cornal enjoyme'!t., no Ip,. disturbed the hypocrite; whO), in the 
pleuitllfit' of ~piri[lJaJ IJride. UJ2wked G:ud that he ?ad Ilut ll1'lde hun as other I~Je~), If or 
evru as tbe humble J)lIblican, who, wlfh H. contnte and broken heart, \Va~ laym~ a 
_conrei1l'iiOIi of hi~ "ins brfore an otfpnded Deify. . . 

The raUfii.e of the PllarlSe~S' unbelief, and their strennous oppositIOn to the Gospel te
nE"t~, had .. ~)ot undollhteclJy in our blessed Saviour's detection of their hypocri~y, and 
hi' pllblicly expo,wg' .h,dolll principle, and practices which lh8Y covered ~Ilh the 
Jllt)~t fornlill atf~ctati(Jn of strict holinesIj, They could nOT bear the light, \v~lch, n?t 
content wiTh playing on the olltside of their whited sepulchres, penel.rated I~to theIr 
foul charnels, Hnd showed \0 the public eaze the dllSI and rottenf"S~ w~l~h their '.h~wy 
exterior concealrd. Tiley could rwl endure the friendly zeal of the DIVIne PhY'§lclan, 
whf'n he rent from their wounds ·the babtlUls with which (hey soothed, and the rich 
tiqslles nuder which they fOllcealed thelll, <lnd exhibite,J festering and filthy cancers 
wnich could be cured only by.he probe, the kllife, and 'he "alllery. Hence ther 
wrre. rmm the beginning of our Savioul '5 ministry until its dreadful cOO~l1mmaljon, 
(in whIch t'ley had a particular "ihare,) the con"tant enemIes of the doctrine .and of ~he 
per!'lton of thE: bleised Je"iIJs. Under his keeu and eearr:hing eyt-, the pietenslOns wilich 
they had so long m<tde in order to he esteemed of men, were exposerl without di!lguise i 
'~It'ir enlarged grinnents and extended phylacteries, their lengthened pravers" their 
forlllal cereUlonial, and tithes of millt al1d anhe, were deIJyunced :as of no avail 
WI' hOlil the \Vei~hller malfer~ of Ihe law-justice, mercy, and faith. Feelin~ thus 
their own sanctimonious prolfssions held lip to con:empt, and their pretelJsions to 
public ven~raljon c lance exposed and rlesl rayeel. the Pharisees became the active and 
vioJell1 ol-'posen of tho.o,e oor-trines to Whll'h Ihe Sadducees, with S"lIlIen apal~lY, seemed 
10 h ••• refll,.d a hearing. It "OS the Phamees "h" mali~ned Ihe life of 0'1r bleSS'll 
Lord; whd essayed to perplex the wi~dolll of Omnipotence by vain and captions ill'" 
tenug.Hories; ilnel who. unable 10 deny tho5e nllracles by \vhich the mission of Christ 
was fHlthentlcaterJ illld proved, blasJ-lhemolisly imputed them to the agency of demons. 

But, in parlicuiar, their Objection, were founded upon argnmenfs the most 
po~er"'1 of any wi.h the pri'de and national prejllrliees of the Jew" when they 
ohJecterf that Jesus. of N lzarelh had H in cOl1lelllpl"tioo to innovate upon and 
dt"slroy the Lpvitical LCiW. that ancient and s!)lelllll system of insritutions com ... 
milled to the children of Israel by Omnipotent wisdu\V; the demolition of which 
mll .. t have had Ihr natural consr.q"f>llce of blenrliog ttJI..rethel· Jews and GAnlile~ and 
stripping the former of all those distinglll~hed p"'rivi~d~f's whipil were abiu~ed to 
them as the children of the promise. Su("h ar~[)ments we may easily cO~lCeive 
\\,pre more likf"ly than any other 10 obstruct the proe;re.ss' of .he Chrililtian religion: 
" Who IS thl~." the scoffers Ime:ht have said, B who i'i wiser than M!J'Ies and llI'ore 
h.ol.v Ih ... n ~ill"Oll? Wt·o isthis~ \v~lO ~resll,ues tn IOlVer and deface the ;Iory gf the 
S<Hlct~lary, and to '1nollI1ho"ie ttl."tlllltiOIl';;. to ~hc observ:ttlce of which SlJch splenilid 
plOm!~p~, to the neglect of winch 'meh (hr~I1J1 utllli.;;lImellls are annexed in the 
Mosa.c .IHt"te. ~. Cursed b. he that confirmeth not aU the words 'if this law to do 
them: sUI'h are the rerorded words of thp. AI,uight.v-" An.j who i'i he," may the"ie 
blJlleled Israelites have dem~'nded, h wh? pretends ro relax: or innovale upon a ~Y'!itern 
So f~arfl~lIy sanctioned ?" Th~ tpxt which we h"ve before liS muM be cOI1J,idered as 
the rllH"er or Jelills tn [he~e !1lJ''II'epreseotatiol1li_ Think not that I am come to de,tro 
Ihe l«w and the prophets,. I am not come to destr·,y b··t to I"uljil A d tt· d I Y 
·0 w'lI I fI ' , ..., J I • P liS ec ara ... 

'I n ~ d le ound equall.V Itue, whf'ther we examine 11 With rE'(~rence to the doctrines 
prp3c ~ a~d enforrpel by (Jn~ Sa~ioHr. or to that filitilrnenl of the Ittw and the 
pf(~rhe~~ W~lcll ~ro~e f(~111 hHI IIff', hiS s~~fferings, and his d~ath 'flf our redra.m.ption. 
in Ih:nSel:;~11(1;17 ~ne tex~ In ~hefir8t poiln of view. the J-lrincipal topic~ in!ilsled upun 

the Mount, show rhat Je:SIIS, the divine cummentator upon a divil 
~ork, preached '0. his rlisciple •• alld to the Jews h genpral the flllfiime t l'th L' Hl 
lIy showlIlg them 10 wh 1 th ., d ffi ' ·n 0 e aw, 
COlIslljted. . ,a e SPUlt an e caey of the alosaic iusJi([J.tions actually 

Ahhollgh there be no qllestion that th AI . h h 
plpaspd to enlie""" Ihe .Ve, of m.ny IIIrli:id\l~:g a,t,;~nle; r~ug\ .11 "ges, Ihad been 

and knolY Ihe stieret purpose. of hi. di.peusaljon, yellt i. C~:I;illo:~:tt~~ l!.:~a':'a::~ 
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jnrlty of tht'! J~"i,h nalion had, for .nlne time prior to thp .dvPllt of our Savin", 
fallrn into many grf)58 3mi carnal e.-rors both rp!'lJt'cling lilt> Law and the ProplJeu:'. 
In IPgard to the former, thry., and partirl1l<nly II e Sl"cl of th,. Ptwrispp ... , '!if'em to }wve 
IuS! all .ense uf th. end and purpllseof the types "nO cPrPllloni ... njllin"d by Mosps, 
and to h"ve ~ubtitJtlJed the mlllutp dlsclHHge of hiS ritual a~ SUlIJtlthillg t'xl~ellrnt rllld 
meritorious in itself. cap~ble of bemg I e~t"lvf'rl a .. a~ >ttollPmenf for rht" nrglectilJ~ 
thos-e general POlillCi of VlrtlJP and mmalltv "I'on whICh that di~p~n!\:ation a~ "'ell as 
all that emanate. from the Divine Anthor, wa; origill"lIy foullded, and with which it 
ought for ever to have bt'!en animated. Bllt ,'!.'hen the obst'l V"Hwe of the minute crre. 
nJOnial \Vas substiluled insleRd of love to Gild ami dmy to ollr neighbours. the ~'. stem 
rf~t'(Ubl~d ftome ancient treE\ Which rontinliPs to fihow greell houJ!h~ and a ~t;}fply 
tOI m 10 tho!!le who fE'gard it onl,v Oil the ollt,idr, but whf"n ('<Ht'fnlly ex::unined proves 
rOllen and f.he at heart, and valueless except in Ii, as a lIlaUer of utllward sholY ; 

" All !(r.en and lVildly fre.h wilhout, bnt worn and gray within." 

In pointing outlo his heare", ther.forp, the true fulfilment of the law, our blp,"pd 
~edeemer sho\\'ed that it COllSI!lled nll{ in a sHiet ami literal interprPlatioo of tht" ('K" 
plt~~S precepls of the law, bllt in tile adophon of an ample allel liberal irnerpretation, 
carrying rhe spirit of each precept inru "lithe ,,"rresponding relaliolls uf life. Thlls, 
he taught that not aln"p by ",'tllal .I""ghter \V;" the perpetralor in danger of judg
ment, bnlth:Jt all cal1~elps5 flllmily, all iBjnrioIJ'i 1;)llgtJ<lge, Ihe sOllrce and prolJocaIJon 
of dl'ecls of VIOlence, was forbldden. Not oilly, added the Sallie pure and heavenly 

. teacher, is the lillli act of adultery prohibited in the law, bl)! all nnclean thoughts 
"'hich leCid to foouch a eriole, Hre' forbidden by Ihe same- pret"Ppt. Thp- S311)€' law, J . .HIr
sues rhe ol\'iop ilJlefprerer, "hil'h prohibilfi a hreach ofoalh, fnlbids, by ils e~seile(', ail 
idle and umu~cessdq appl>als [0 that solemoilY ; ,ll1d Ihp s<tnle prect'pt wiliet, nerbnlly 
goP.::. 110 farthet lhHIl to enjoin au equitable rf"lribl1tioll of illJ11ries ;j('cording to the lex 
talionis, includes ill if <1 recommellc1adon to humility, to prllienf'e nnder and rorglve ... 
ntss of injllrips, 10 IIl1iver.,al bellevolence, to the relllril of ~ood for pvil,and to Ihe prac
tit-e of f"vpry vutue. nol }I) the re'itricted and limited ,en .. p. of cflmplirHice with thp let .. 
te-r of ,ill'" LrIW, hilt ,,,il h an eXlfmded 3rld compreh~ll~ivp If'ltitllde, becoming tjle chil .. 
dren of 0111' heavenlv ffiTher, who'ie universal uen~volence callseo;o 11I'i SUI) to ri,.,e on the 
evil and the good, ;,cI his rain to dps('end on the jt]st and the Tllljusr. 
In lhi!i ~ense. therefore as a COlllment;uor un 'he la'f, and 'Iddre~.,ing himsplftothose 

Who were bnro under its dI5pensation~. did Jt>~U'i come not 10 destroy,-bllt to fllll)i it; 
not to take away the po:sillve prohluition of groo;s f'vil, bllt 10 pXlend Ihal prolHbiliol1: 
ag:·linsl the enlerli-iillrnenf of an~ry and "vii thoughTS, which are 111f~ parents of illCh 

ac~inns ;-001 to diminish Ihe interdiCTion ;I~ainsl violence and malevolellce, but t(!) 
enlarge if into a ItG!'IiTive preefpt enjOining to benpvole1)~p in actinn,and resignation in 
s"ifr.ring. AI the '!lame rinH'",onr Savionr laught Ihe infprior value o{that rompliance 
"jtll the 'c)I"ms of the rJtu~1 so milch inslsl(ld on hy 'he Pharj~pp~,\Vhen plared in COil)" 
pp.litioo with thp practICe ftf the virtueo; enjnint·d hy lhe law ;-anr1lhat renoncillatiofl 
wi~h an offeflded brother, wa~ a dilly prefer:.ib"~ evet) tl) theotferille; "pa gifr,althollgh 
the deVOll' CfH emoni&1 "as alread.v ('omlllencen nv it'i being lain upon thp· allar. In a 
word. onr S ... vionr ta"ght tllS disciples such a 'lIlfihnent of fh~ Law a~ mi~hT in sphit 
aITd ./feet far exreed rhedr,v, formal, lireral compliances of which hypocrites show~d 
~hp.lDselvps capablf!, for the carn::.) PlJrpo~e of raisill~ themsl'lves in Ihf' opInion nf 
orher~: and he ~paled his intPrprp{(Jtion with the .1" fIJI flf'nIiIlCiafion, Except your 
righteousnpss sh.ll fxcted the righteousness oj Ihe Scribes qnd Pharisees, ye shall in 
no rase enter the kingdom o,f heaven. 

Thus far, !h-prefore, have WP proceeded upon thp. fi'-~T head of onr di'!lCOIHSe, being 
an anemp1 to show how f"r the doctrllles of Christ, <IS preached hefore his disciples p 

".re consonanllo .,Id a filifilmenr of the law of Mo,es; and it WOllin b. no ditlkilit 
talO;k to' prove, frOID a comparison of texts, that the gerolls of rhe Chrislian riot-trine. 
so beautifully and broadly developed aud di'played in the G",~pl, are to be f,,"nn in 
the ... ",ieot dispensation, althongh they had heen nohappilv I",t s;ghr of by sueh 
PlelllUOtlts III sanctity, am"n~ lile Jews, as fuund Ihe o~5ervancc of tbe ,Hosaic cere-
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'1 more easv than compliance wilh Ihe bpllevolpnt prerept enforced as well in 
IltOma , ", • hb 'if L 18 
the Law as in the Go,~e\., Thou shalt love ihJf ne,~ our as ttlyse, e\'. XIX. • 

BI" 'iuch an lIlve'5tlgation would iecH.l us (Of) far jr~)III4)IH i-'.resellt purpose: . 

Secondly. The L"w .vas not onlv expollnderl bv Jes,lI' ,n referenee 10 tis belO!'; ful

filled in spirit and ill trulh-by IllS dISc, pie,. Tnts expo"lton tndeed lVas all that could 

bt' distinctly underslood h,v llw e,HS Whl,r.h hh IIl~Olf>dl ... te dls('ollrse marle blessed; 

but there was a further and more m.\stf'flOU'i mealllllg, not to be understood at the 

moment bv Ihose to whom the text WAS aotireli ... ed. but upon which future eVE"ots, the 

death and reslHreNioll of our blrSsf'd Saviour. and (he genf'ral increase of ChriS'" 

tianhy, have ea,t an awful and ililport.,11 light. The L"w and'he Prophets were 

n(;t to be destroyed, bill 10 be fulfilled, 1I0t OIlIY by Ihe doctrIne. whIch Chnst 

p"eache" explanalory of their Irtle itIJ~orl, bill by Ihe ~vents of his, hfe, and b~ ~hc 

srheme of redemplion ",hletl he prollJlllg"tetl, And It .. , here thai Infidel., ayalhng 

themselves as uSlwl of an inC;II"lt~,rl text, Rnd snhjf'Cling it to 'heir own exclu~ive in
terpretation, have a ... ked Ihe Christians hl l llJl\Jhamly, ill what mftllner the word~ of 

the Founder of nor religion have been verifh·d. h COllie not he," Cijay such cavillers, 

,. In oestroy Ihe Law and the Prophets. hrieflv .fter wh,,"" ad.ent Jerusalem and her 

temple were deHrO) .d. her sanc,"ary defiler! and violaled, and the nbservance. of 

the Mosaic Law rendered in many in'ltance'!. impo,",siblr, t>ven [0 The 5Ic'fttered remnant 

who yet proCess obedlt'nc,e to rh('lIO.~. Are I~ot these," suC'.h persons urge, '~the direct 

.""seqnence,of Ihe Ch"'ltan rel'g,on ?-IS nollhe de.slrnction of Ihe law of Moses 

included in In. del ail ,.hich 've h.ve given? and C",I it Ihen he said that Ihe Fouuder 

of the .-; .. 1 dispensation carue upon ea'th not to destroy Ihe old Law bUI to j'll.JI[ 

it '" ' 'J" 

SlIeh are the ohjectio"s 10 which it is our dllty to be pfPpared wilh &11 answer 

'" showing a reason, for the falt~l that b in us." W P sh,t11 for thi& purpose view the lex~ 

both to the n~g't've and po""ve branch, and endeavour to p,ovP, \st. Th,1I Christ 

Came nOl to destroy the Law. 2dly. That hy his ('o",iog Ihe Law Wa' fulfilled' and 

to "'ueh an extent. that. a~ ~e~er. a richer plo!Jit~atiol1 ~va5 made to off~llr1ed j,,' ... til'e, 

never were ull~lappy ('nml:lals, If, enahlpd by fanh tv dlSCOVN the trllP \ViiV' to safNV 

nlorft fully ell~llptil .. to ~l1e om their pard!!1l under a law, Wllich, ho\"'ever rigid, h~d 

been, by the>utfe'lI1g' and de.th of our blessed Redeemol completely 5'1 C d d 

fulfi'led. ' a !Sue an 

Pirst. Our blessed Saviour came not to destroy the Law of Mo'.s ; and Ih.t the 

typIcal ceremolllal, Ihe naltOnal and pecllli .. enactments of th J 'h I 'I 

sho'lld be abrogaled, w.s no condi'ion of the Go'pel offered, 'th eWlbs egIS ator 

f II' , "f - - 0 em. ut a ronse-
",,,enft" 0 ,en own. rf'Jeenon 0 the tf'fllIS or pl'offel"ed salvation. 'God w 

fnr~etflJl of the promISe he had lIIade to his servanl Abra~"nt * d h d a~ not 

Jerusaleon and its 'fetuple are to be Charged nol I I th d .' an t. e estructlOn of 

the infatuated presumption of the Jewish t'eacl IpO I de Ilvt~e Le,glSlHtor, tilt upon 

people in general. The gale of ,alyatton W' ,er", ~I ~ t '~ Jud'l'-Ial madness of Ihe 

Gpntiles were call,d upon to enter in nor \V~s, ~pe,w or t ~e Jew., Ion\! befnre Ihe 

and cast fortb his only S,,", thaI the Lord of ~~~ ::~~I ;he wIl'ked laboure" had slRin 

wicked labour.rs, and lei his vineyard 10 othe 1, byrd was moved 10 rle'troy Ihese 

the (rnit, in their sea,on.. r a ourers, who shoulrl render to him 

'fhe tmlh of what is a"ove st.ted is evide t h 

Savioltr was born a Jew, alld frolll hi. birth II ',~ en we consider that ollr holy 

Dispensalion of Moses, cornplyinl; in hi, ow 10 ItS deat~ was S1~ickl.v ",Ibject to the 

recommending similar compli,<nce to all his /' per,oll w,tl1 all lis cerPlnonials, and 

no neglect of the Iypical or ceremonial part ofl'lr~p, e, anld, follo"er., in order Ihat by 

justified in the calumnies whieh aceltse I h' f
e

" re 1~lOn, the Ph. risees might he 

M I h < lin 0 an attempl I d 
oses. II I • very I.sson which inclI\cal<> Ihe Sll eri '. 0 e.:roy the law of 

lellce IOthe paymenl 0 1 tithes and other Inall fP 'b only of Ihe dlltie. of benevo. _ 
., d' elS 0 ° serYallC b I 

a' pxt<tmg uttes, though precedenco in w . h d' e, ot 1 are mentioned 
elg t an Importance h giYen to the 

" John viii. 56. Your father Abrahath rejoiced to see my d • d • 

IVas glad. dY, an he saw It, and 



furmpr."-7Vteu 1"1110',· oljo'~1 t l J 
.th", .. ndo'lf. .. '. ,." .liP " 'Que Ulle, .. y. 011, Lnrd, altJ not 10 /ellllt 'he 
\\1"1" 'f \- 1111, \,11< d 111'1. ,IaVIIII~ I'IIHf"I h.ltI ro-.:to\ed rlw.,i k 10 tlP..t'Ih tilt' 
the t[ clI~um(I"( ~d 1)\ 11111,1 :0 r'"'p.lIr In,flw tc.HI1J11,~, aud jJl1tif'y th"lIbel'e.'!l oIceurd',lI

lJ 
r~ 

b . 1 .... ·I\~ •. 0" .11i IIt'C.,. II.IIS 1.1111" dIVIIH' ,Vled.i.lrur SIlO wed Illp IIJ()~I (lI)X10115 wish to 
• TIl "'rWlthlll Iht, p.llto of h,.,::o 11\',IIID", Iltt" alH'It:'11i IJe0I)It~ di .. 'i'II'ni~hp. "< III" /' . 
lIeeo IhH 1)'11\" I' , . I ... ' ',.-; .IVulll"'" 

\Vhpll hf" bf'l \ II '1 '1,11,' II, nil, 1111 'IPII) ~1!'lt he pOIIPet! I'mtl' 111'" pafilt'lir lall1ellllllilHI, 
d ' I I lE'I lit II I) ldlll,lC\ 1t",1t"eflllg rile 1Ilt',II)., 1)[ S;dVoIllllt) wh;eh 11M h'HI ('(Hl-

~ .... (elll."( 1'\'t'l) In (1I/I'ra/ Ihl'lIlll) lerPIY,' fl'om hh h ... lIlrl:o'--OJeru'«(J{em Je;u,'ltm 
1D':Xh .k~lest fhP.lII'oph'/y, nn-i 8lul/od ;flf'llllhat Itre .~PHll()thl-1e. hfJwojlen "~f)uld 1~'II; 
gfl elf' t '!J cltd.{"t'li 1(1,''':'1'11, /', flS fl h"H doth I!,alh,~r h"r brood t/.nder h':.r llJ1n(J'~ d".1 
Y' /0 ·uld 110/ I [ U,e ."' I 'J'I I" . b' "' oh't> , ' . .' I , .\111.,). If';i Illlg.anon oj tlll~ JI~WI ... II Llw w", Ih)t Ihen tile 

.~ (,I ~' (hll'I" III~""")~, II hf'Cill~lC old, Thp clln""'qllf'lIce of their own wicked tlnd 
~htlll<1t'hllllftnl~ ..... llllt'Y(,:IIl~ 1llllIs'orll fh,' Hll'.-r-; ofsllvaljol1 which werelwld 
hll 1,1. 10 rllt:',IlI, ,Pi 1111' ... Ider lH)I II, prf> rlJf~ GI~lllile", ',1,(> \'llIlllger children, were invited 
to leer'!,' 01 (lip. ht>I,11.111I'1' \\111£'h the ollH'I .. II Id IPpllrii'lled. 

[, "()II~d he ct ,\'.1111 <1llrl i.dl'· illCJllilY 10 ,1c;1{, in wh.lt t>xlpnl, or fO Wh;:H OlHllose rhe 
I\1, 1",1 Ie Iltll,l i Illlgi:[ h' \ f' ,,"It~i~'I''', 11 .. 1(1 ,: (' Jpw.;; ,!'i i-I D" i011 flrrepled nf t\e trf.'asllI e 

h,"',ld fnrlt~ In Ihem. ,~~llt it i.' P~'lrlt'llf. fr!)m 1I);-tIlV P:l""II2;t'S ill Si'llj)IIIIf', alld III pttr
It. I'! ·r, hom tllf' \\,III"'~" 01 rhe .\fW"IIt" of rh .... Gt:'lIlilp", that nut Olltv W IS the Law 
01 ~Itl .. p ... , e'I~"IIIf'd l'Ll~,!f>llt 111'011 "I)I'h .1S iltld hpell bier! op in it, blH' m;IIlV (If rbe 
e.11 her f. h 11 .. 11:111 IC<lclwrs ell OIIPulIsl_v ('onrf:'lved I "fit irs obli:.r:-tliOIlt; PXI ~'I}(Jpd to rOr)" 

Vt>rl~ m,uit' (rnm Ihe h"a:llen WOild ,It 1,lll;!e. An,1 ,dlh{)IJ~-h Sr. P:IIII COllIlJllNJ Ihis: 
ri'l.ollr, a~ oppn .. ile Tn the plan alld srope of Ihe GO'ipe/, whi(,h oltplPU sdvatioll 10 
G"IHrle CIS well .1~ TO Jpw, and.IlI'lilltailled the CirCIIIlH'i .. i'JI) of rhe new L;lw wetS rll<tt 

or diP heart ~l1ti not (If 'he fette/OJ ,vP.t, in COlllt'IHlill,!! (or dlt> frpf'dom of tlat' GelJlilps, 
(lud Ihf'reby Itlcalrulahlv enirit'gllllo!, Ihp pale of salv.lIjon, !lIt:' Apo"II(, ('Ondf'IIHlS Ilot 
the (jl'';t'I\'iHH'P..;, of the Jt>wish plo'iphIP'i, hl1/ ::.lIow'S Ihat Ollt of Cirl'lInlCI-l,lll ar·i .. f;'S 
mIlch profit pvprY W,IY Undpstj't)v~d, therf'fofP, and 1I1Ir.()JIrif'IJIIIf'U by rhe 1H'\¥ 

duclnnr. fhe "o"ai(' insflrllli()~l,\ CrJlllilllled tf) iingf:'l', a~ thill2:s perillined 10 the Jel\'li, 

bLiI nOT enj'lil)ed to OTher Chrp;!ian". 11111illhal prll't df 'he ('hurch which conshiled of 
Chrio;:tian JelV~ ur J,uLlizin2: Chfl,\'l:1l1<;;. g,.ItI'I"lIy rJIIHdli,hin:!, m1:"r~'~ct at lellgtll ill 
the ~jP,lt Ill'''''' of C'h,i"II, :iIV, anrl IV Iiled Ihern,)plvpo;; of !lit" !Zf>lllrallihp.rty. 

\Vp will 'ifjlpl}~"" lli,lI our "'(', t" ,rill JJrtl'\PCIIIP.';; hi"i ohjPC'!illll'J, anrlll!';;!;,,'; (mIller, 
.h~t ahholl!!h llip L:lw of ,\lLI·eo" Iva" IlOt fxpre"i~I,v a~Jr()e.'llp.d by the Chrj<.;fHtrI JJJi .. 

pellQlio'l, still if W , .. sUfwr"erlfd, nnd illj tlpo;;ll'l1f'linl1 (,)lIowen 110;; a lIuller of (:(l1I1C;~; 
allfi ,herj/(.,rt:>, rh;tl if Chn ... t CillllP flOr on pl1rpos~ to rip .. ~rny the L;I\\ and {he P'II.a 
ph{", ... , ",rill bv <wei thru1Igh hi" JlI",jOI), il WrtS iH~'nallv r:!po.;lrovt'd. Td llii" WI" liave 
alread.v relurrlerl one -I'IIoWer. It W,I" nil! Ilw uifp.r or file (1q"pel to the Jpws o bnt 
their j~nnralll ::Iud prpjulii!'ed (f'jer.tlf)llo( th,1t i!IP,{itl1:lhlp ~jrt, w:lich )cc(lsi(}ll!~d Ille 
dp .. rrtlC'lion of Jt)llIo.; ,le.II, allrl tllP rlp'~,I)J,ltioli or Judah; eVf'11 flo.; thp sform 1I0d 

oVt'rfhrow of :.t hp. .. ip~pd rilV i"t 1101 ;,Jrf)dIlL('r/ hya lllPtO'\''1:!;e, olff'rillg rlw inl1abiLllI!S 

8aS'IIermr;; of .,;lfp $Iihnli,,,inrl, htl' hy rllt"ir OWII ohs1itJ'I!'v in 1f'f'Il'o,,'g In ;J(;rrp' wh'lt 
"'a"i m~rci(lIl1y rendf'rprl. Bllt ;.Jllolher an"Wpl' relll:1in"l, eornprphemlil1:'; witllhl hrief 
f:omp<l~o;; dlP grp;J! ~Ind awfld 'IlV"-.fprv or CllI'io;lianlTv. 

ChritOt rlirl liN rO'IlP. ,,<;;, Wt' have alrPflriv ~Ptm~ In nl"'itroy Ihr law; hilt, second,ly, 
he came In fu'fil ir. Ttl;,1f whir-h I~ (,,1Atiell r.an in ,If) sell~t' hE'! ",dd 10 hI" df'''ill!nr:-d, 
ttVf>n Ihone:h hv lHp.atl'i of ilf4 hping fulfilled i, ~hplJlcI rf'ast> til f'xbr. TIIlI.o;;, Ih~ ,c,rll,p 
of rhp hn~h,tnrllll:.tll f'll " .... ~trf}\lprf if ir IWI j"h lhl'ongh 1f'lItpf'Sf ill rhe field; bllt If It IS 
~a'hp.rf'd inlo Ihe !;!MIl'f~r, illlrl puf to the prdllt'r lI .. e" 1)(' nt'lII, il is ,lIor il~ ,IllY ~r1lS6 
dp"rr(,~ved. IhOlJl!h '·,l'l.;tlrllP. ; hlll~ '~1. lh~ ('onflar,Y. '~f' purpose: of .11.0;; ,hpITl~ r~iI~~d 
alP lee,itilllareiv fnlfilled. Artd;1I tlll!or 1PrI~f" rlip. law of ~JosP'" hplI1g flllfi.l~d III ~_I~ I~t 
Jl-'tOu .... reN'laill~ Ill) lon~f:'r hillliing 011 h,"I (ailhfid fi)lIowrrs. HI" h;11h g,lrllf'red I" ,:lIe 
h;,rvPIj', anff il1vi~t'9 .hplIl fllr hi~ !oi~lcp lillri hili n,l!IW, '0, :,'11' d,e of the Ul'tau Qf lite) 

lYhi('h by Iheir own exenioll. Ihey could lIover have oblawod. 

of Mathew xxiii. "; lind Luke xi. 4g 
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O"r time i. 100 Iimiteil to enlo,!!e "pon • doctrine in which i. contained Ihe very 
eSSfnc~ of our holy religion, .lId which in ilS breadlh alld profundilY IS dEserving 
of morp. volumes than wt' can at present bestow words. Still, an outline, however 
brl.f and imperfecl, musl be offered oflhe greal and wonderful mysts.ry of ounal
nlion in lhe fulfilment of Ihe law of Moses by ollr ble .. ed Redeemer. 

The books Nl which the Jewish religion. was founded, were oftw() cla .. es-the 
Law, and Ihe Prophets. 

The one .nnUUllces Irpically, and Ihe 'pther p"'l'helically, Ihat Ihe syslem of Moses 
~a!!l but for a ,eaSOIl, and that it was to be iu dne rillie superseded by a bri~hter and 
Imne efficaciou. display of Ihe divine puwer, and the .rrival npon earth of a greater 
Ihan Mo,e.. The law of Moses was ill ilself a perfect law, but it enjoined perfect 
cornpitance wilh that law on Ihe part of beings whose nature was imlJerfect. The 
blood of rallls an~ of guats offered in lhe temple IV", but the type of lhal in •• limable 
•• ",ifice which was 10 alone for our imperfect obedience, and be offered up for our 
illiquities. Under the Mosaic dispensation, therefore, the law was incomplete with 
re'pect 10 tho,;e to wholll il was given, for il could not be obeyed, or, inlne word. of 
our texl, fulfilled. 

The law of Moses was an institllllon of type 'I aua cel'elllonie!l;, ofmimrte observances 
and abonmJillg with pm-ilive ifljul'lclions and prohibilions, which. viewed separately, 
and with no rrg:ud to the o;y.,lelll of which rhey made a part, or (jf their own Jatp.nt 
and hidden meaning, might seem to a hasty oh~erver arbi!rary ilnn trivial. Nay, 
as we have alrearly "ieen~ the \Vi~f'st among the Jews Ihemselve!l;, and the.v who af· 
fected most sancity, were so far llIio;Ied as to admire and practise this ritual for irs own 
"ak., and 10 Ihe neglect bOlh oflhe moral injullclions afthe law, and of the hidden 
meaning of those very ceremonies intended to keep their minds awake, and open 
thrir eypsto cOllvictioll, whp.1l they shollld see. in fhe person of the \ttessiah, the type~ 
of Ihpir law paralleled and explained in those realilies which they han dimly and 
vaguely il1nicaled and t;hadowed ~orth. Such wa~ the correspondenr.e between the 
worship "nd sacrifice> in Ihe Temple, and th"t one great sacrifice by whioh all 
Was fulfilled or accOIllpli,hed;-snch Wa, the Scape-~oat senl into the wilderness. 
]arlen with the sillS or the }JeopJe, in presage of Him who alone cOllfd have bome the 
burden of human imqlliry ;-sllch WriS the veil of the sanctu:-Iry which was rent aSl)n_ 
der at the f:onSl1mmalioll of tile greCiI Atonement, to irHimate that the division between 
Jew and Gentile was nf) lIlore;-sllch were Illa'lY, very many other t.vpical parts 
oflhe JeWISh law, the mpalling of which has been expounded hy the Advent of 
Christ; and liuch HIl l-lnalogy doubtless prevarles the "hole system, even where OUf 

evt'S may be In!) \Ve~k, ollr jtldgments too obtuse to trape it. Tile Jawor Moses, 
tllerefore, <;;0 far as it \Va" formal 01' rirnai, Wa,;; fulfilled and rot destroyed-the type 
bfH~all1e Ilnneces!"'II'Y when the event typified had taken place; and lf the observance 
orthe Hebniw rites wa .. , as we have seen, indulged to thos~ who had been educllted~ 
under the law, if \Va!" withollt any ol:Jigatinn up·oIl1hosp. who hHc.] been horn free.!~ 

The second cla..;~ of sacred hooks under the J ewilih Dispensation were those of the 
~I~oph~.ts; ;-m.d to II~e<;;e evprv ~;hristian, caJ..>able of ~ivil1g tI re~son for thp. hope which 
l~ IJI hlln, pOints with extllralJOn, and appeals to their contents 3$ the most nndisputed 
pro,0,fofhlS sacred r~ligio]).* 'rhroughout all the books of these- holy meo, who, 
Wl'ltlllg ll.nrJer the 100medinte inflnenre of the Spirit of God, forerohllhe seC'ret pur-. 
pO:O;f'S ofHeilven to those amone, wh(,m they lived, repeClted rf'ference is madp to the 
!(re,1 chau~e which IVa' \n lake plarc in Ihe deslinie, oflhe world ~v Ihe Advent of 
Ihal MeSiiah whomtiJe Jew, canlinue vainly toexpeLt. Ala.! Ihe gathenng oflhe na-

. * ~;hrist himself, St. Luke informs us [xxiv. 27.] when be appeared to tbe two 
disciples at Emmau., after his resurrectioG, " beginning at Moses and all tbe pr()
pllets, expounded unto them in all the Scriplures the things concerning himself." And 
upon tl,al occasron repruved his disciples for the backwardness of their belief in 
doubll~g Ihat the prophecies would bejully accomplished by his resul·rectian. IJe 
also said to the Iwelve, prev.f)US to the awful consummation afhis death l Luk" xviii. 
:11.] "Beholrl we go up to Jerusalem, and all,things that are written by tbe propbets 
concermng the SUD of alao sball be .ccompiisbed,"-EDITOB. . 
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·tions has already laken plar.e, and those who were 6r&1 have berome lu!, yet wo hnl'e 
will.,nt ultimotel, relllain last ill the road of salvallon, An i"C.tll.ted and f.tal 
blindnes. occupied their eyes and undentaoding and prevented t 110'" fm ... observIng 
how, in the most minute points, Ihe prophecies of the" sag •• wero fulfilled in tha 
person and hiotory ofChriSl-how the v.riou. prediction. and the event, in which 
the}' were l"ealized, uUlled in the closest corretlplll1(letlce to t'ach orher-lil\e the part9 
of.onle r.urlOu, lDachine, wrollght separately by the art of the lDe"hanie, bUI wilt. 
such accnrate adjnSlID e nt, that no sooner are they pitt together, Ihan out of det.ellen 
portions and liulb!'C, there iii compo~erl, merely by their unilm, a whole, wnl king with 
Ihe mo.t delic.te accuroc, the purpose for wluch it was tIIvellted, Such i, the nal"," 
of the fulfilment of the law by Chr" Jes"s, He ,'.,called th.t part of it, institntiono 
which concerned general virtue 3L)(i dUlY, tlnd which has heen di=,fine;uished frum rhe 
ceremonial parr b~ tile title or the Mural L IW, fr'lI}) rhe narroW' anti res'deted sense 
to which the J.wish R.bbi. had contracled it, bv a clo,e and verbal illterpret.tion 
of its precepts, He explained its tYlles, and fnlfilled its pral'heoie., by hi' lif., ,,,f
fering'. and death, He did more, mnch more than all thi., He paid in bi. OIV" 

. inesumable "erson th.t debt which fallen m.n owed to A.lntigh'y jusIIC0, and which, 
,!:l,..nkrupl by na11lre. ir Willi i1npo!lsiblf"for him H dl'ichar~e. He took IIpon him'idf 
that curse Off 'e l;tw which mere hUlQinllV cOIIH n ,t e,t>iIHA. anrl bv hi!; perfHct (J:'~ 
cdieDee and bitter 'IItferiL)g'. he made tbat ato"elllent which hi.heave"lv Father h.a 
I right tv eXetel, btU Wilich eve!l the fleoslrl1ction of the world cOI,I,i r111~ howe OJ"de; 
and gave us • right, trusting in his merits, to plead an exemplion from the strict .nd 
severe dellllllclations of the law lIader which we could not sIHviv~. 
In 110 sense, therefore, \Vas the ancient MosaIC L<lw destroyprl. It mil, br rnmp~,cd 
10 the moon, whir.h is not forced from her sphere, or cast headlong from the He.vell', 
but which, havinll; fulfilled her conroe of brightness, (.d .. "wa)' I1.rad",lIv hefore the 
more briliilllttand perfect light oftlay. M:ty G,l(i in his HlPrt'y ,",Ike liS "II )Jartakprw 
of (he blesoiol!;! purch· .. ert and promised by bis blesoed :ion, by whollil tile law was 
not deJlroyed, bUl fulfilled ! 



DISCOURSE II. 

'fHE BLESSEDNESS OF THE RIGHTEOUS. 

PSALM I. 

1. "Ble ... spd i. the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor' ,tandetlt. 
in the way of sinnus. nor sitteth in the seal of the sco.mf,!l. . 
2." B,tt his delight is in the law of the Lord; and ,,,-h,sluw doth he med,tate day' 
and night. ..' 
5 ... A ·,d he shall be like a tree planted by the rwers o,f water, that brtngeth forth h'8 
fruit ;." his seasan ; his leaf also shall not wither. and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 
4." The unl50dly are not so: blttarelilce t~e chalfwhich the win~ d1'ive~~. away. 
5." rr"",fare th, ungodly shall not stand tn the Judgment. nor stnnerstn the congre
gatiM of the righteous. 
6." I'~or the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous; but the way of the ungodly shall 
perish." . 

As a prelude to the various less,m, of holioe,.<. which his lyrical compo,itinns 
contain, the p~alll1ist, ill the very fir..;t versp of the~e divine h.YIIt.IS, ha!l IrealPd. in 
gem·ral. of Ihe COHditi~o of Ihe nghleous and the wicked, Ihe ble"iogs which Pmvi
dfdce has destined fat' tile former, and Ihe misery rind wretchedness to which the 
Itttter are certainly eondlH~lt:d, by the indulgPI1l'e of their eVil propensities; Of, as the 
Rubrick eXjJresse'i iE-the happiness of the godlv, the IInhaJ-lPlness of the un~odly. 

III tl'e first and second vel'se is described that line or conduct by \vhich man, ap ... 
pro:.tchil1g as nearly ro the full discharge of his dntips, as bis finite and irnverfect 
facultleb permit, !lIly be supposed, III some suft, to Inerit the temporal ::tnri spiriTUal 
blessings anoexed 10 ouedienee to the law of God. And here it must be observed, that 
the duties peculiarly inculcaled, are those which immedialeJy regard our Creatol"; and 
tJut those which we owe to our brethren of manl{ind, 'hough of equal obligation, 

. :Ire postponed on Ihe present occ;Hioll, the fear of G,)rI being the root and source Otlt 

of which OtJf love to 0111' neighbrmr must spring, (Hid Oil which it must be grafted, 
otherwise lt will, like wildin~ fruil, bear neilher substanee norfla·vour. The q-ualines 
req:lired IJf him who would obtaill the blessing promised in the text, are oftlVo kinds, 
ne~alive and potjltive. 

"l'l1e mall is blessed," sailh our texf," thal walketh not in the counsel of the un
godly, nor standeth in th~ Wiiy of sinners, nor sillelh in the seat of the scornful." In 
geof'!ral, those three e){pl'essions maY,be considered as relating to the same general 
pruposi.tion, and as anwuntmf; to a perenlptory prohibition on the religious to frequenl 
th~ ,0<'lely an~ company of the ungodly. The canse or this general interdict is 100 

obvIOUS to be .lnsl'ted upon. Man, naturally a social animal, is led by example to 
{;;ood or to evil, alld .the best n~ay have enough to do in resisling the evil propensili •• 
?l lot, own bosom, wlthollt the~r being ,.trellgthened and enforced by the cOfltaglow, 
mtercollrse of th'Jse who are In the dally pl'actite of indulgiuO' their passion,. Be 

. not tleceiv~d," saittl the Apostle; u evil communicafion COn'llVts gOr)d manners." 
The surest bond for our oWn conlirlUirtg in the right palh, i. to abstain from the 

oounsel which cau~eth to err. 
BUl as error and its causes lIlay be various, sn the verse we .have read branches 

ont in:o three eSJ.lecial warnings, respectlllg the v·arious kinds of evil comr~nnicati.on 
wenclt are e,ehewed and avoided by hill! whom 'the P,almist pronounces blessed. 
"~~ Nalll.eth not in. the c?twsel of rhe ungo~IIY; that i" he seeks not their society, 

"., J'IIIS ~'llh them In thetr 11106110 'f rea SOil til§, adopts net the selli," an",w'~ldly. 
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w;,. argumPDt. by whirh they impeach ".rliap' the tr,,'h an<l sonctirv or th. word 
of ·J'.Id, 01 ellt:r~(ltf' tlw • Ilergy 01 Ills pl'e('p.p'~, 01 ~Iw .... IJVI~t flild <q.miogize I(H their 
()~' II npglect 01 reli:!lolls dutifS. Til€, dlVille IIIHY he dOIlIHleo;;5- ('ailed upon I.JV tus 
office, ami other men, by {,1r('IIIII~filnCf>S annp"eclln their "ilUatlOll ill ~Ol'ielY to Iwar 
~ueh reasoning ill th .. mouths ()r'i(,f~.Hic!'i and VolupluHrjps; and it IS III such" ~a5es file 
Ullty, not oflhf> clel'g'Y'II,ll) <l1')l)e, bm of illl who are compeTent W the "'1'\1(, to (f"fhrtJ 
and re~ellhe ~oj.lhi"'tries of Ih.~ ~r~}f'lle and ull~lllly Tili ... , however, i, not a wf)l".ln~ 
by their ctlu""el, but d lIIarCnll1~ III OPP'lSIlioli r,) Ihem -It is a g,nillg forth a~ail)st 
!hplIl in fht" nalile (.If fh~ L'I(d Gil I of l-srael WIiOll) dw'y h Ive defi'~d, . (111(1 at no- tlllle 
]~ ~he chartlctP-r of ·he rlghle01H ll1i1I1IU'lre vetwraIJIp., Th,Hl wh~11. \Vllh the calmllt> ... s 
whir.h the .. uhjecf requires, amt lht-' .,g'e1)tlenes~ Wllich eompas\i[I)o f,n a hlinde(i -;illllf"r 
Qllghl to i'l'ipire. ',." \Vith(Hlt a ~h,ld(}~v \)f fear qf of nOlliJt he !lilalltl'i (1)rth, like Elihu, 
l~l ('han~l1i()n of the gllud ('an ... p; nor Crill he (IH,her dt"jJ Irt (!"rlln hi" cll;·r.lr.ler (pa3-
8~vtd!J :jl leas:) IRan when, a tIlP'Ul and limid lislent->r IU JOl;trine<;, wllieh if rllt'v bh .. \8 
11111 hi~ own faith, may corrupt [hat 01 others. he IS a patieut <ludilllr orlhe cO;lnsel of 
the IIIIe:ndl .... 

Secondly. The man is blessed who standelh not in the way of sinners. III the 
formt'l 4..'I.wsp ul the verse W~ are proillbiled t'J ilstt'll 10 lIlt:' theory (jf "II,! III Illi~ WI:" :-Ire 
forbiddpn to Hffllrd c01)I.JlellJOCe by pi e!-.e 11 ('e and .wqllie-senep In rhp. practice. \Ve 
are- not to lay the fbrtering ullction to Ollr snl1ls-1 Ilave beP-1l wiltl drlJIIKcllds, tJllt 
I was not drllnkell-[ have beelJ with rllen of viol<"uce, bill I p:HIO'Jk 1i1)1 il} Ihl.;lf 
ag:;resSlOU.,-[ W..f.'i ill the cU1npa11V of -ill evil tr,)llp, ~)f1. I ('iJlll'IlJftPri III,. evil ah:ll?; 
witll them, Is n tDE-n ilO evil ro d ... fi1e 'he hanrl, [hal !"htllllri be pure, and t!lf-' I've 

th~1 shrmld be "Iine,le! Ll~[ u.;; nor perillTi the .00ig')! uf gllilt (0 f~lHdi,H1Z~ our hp,1I15 

to rhr:- practice nf it; (tJr f"Ven if lrVe ,·oldd he cQ<ltidrlll in 1Jtlr nW,1 godlil1e'i~, ('IS Gild 
kllow.t o;uch ['onfidence- jill in itself" sillful ra,hr1e ... <;,) h()w .1I:tlIY molY be lJlislf'tJ by the 
appal'ent conntf'nance whiclJ our presence has adorded! H,)\v mao", even of the 
uagodly thelllst']ves, may have b~en strengthened ill errol', bJ' slJpposi!lg the gUIlt 
oft:leiractiollsc'Jul,j not be s.) great. sJIlce a plofcssorof righteousness continued 
the voluntary w,tuess of what the) did! Wherefore leI us beware that we couute
nanr:e nol sin h~ standlJlg ir. the pato ofsinllers. 

Thirdly. Nor sitteth he, whom the psalmis' descrihes, in the seat of the scornful. 
T 1,'r"2 IS a gra"e amJ .clu.;ive reasoni{l~ wlJlcl.l cau!;e[h to err -ttleI'e is all exa'tnple 

·ofsin which is more scductlv~~ than 'JiJphlst"y-but there IS II fllii-ti, and to many dis .. 
pusitl<llls a yet more f()rmldable modp of sf~dllction. arisang from evil commurlica· 
lion. It is the fear of ridicule. a fpar so lflUCiJ engr'afled 011 our lIature. that many 
shrink with apprphensioll frum tbe laugh of scorners, who could refnte their argu
ments, resist their example. amf defy lheir vil,lence. There has oeVf'r been an huur 
or em age, ID which this fJrwid lble weapon has been more aClivvly employed agaitlst 
t14e Christians faith th·IO our own da>. Wit and ridicuJe have formed the pOlt;:;oClnt 
sauce with whicll mfirtels have seasoned their abstract reasoflHlgs and voluptuaries 
the swinish messes of pollution which tlley have spreau unblu,itingly bel"t'e tt,e 
public. It i. a weapon suiled to the character or the Apostate Spint himsell; sucll 
as we cOJlceite him tu be-loving DothllJg, honuuring nothing, fe<.'lHJg neither lhe 
en!husiasm of religion nor of praise, bUI strivIng to debase alilbat is exccl1ellt~ ilnd 
4egrade all that is Doble and praiseworthy, by cold irony and contemptuous 
sneering. 

We are far from termillg a harmless gratification or a gay and livel] spirit sioful 
.r evr.o usel"... It lJas heell s.td. and perti.ps with trutll. tll.t tliere at'. tempe,s 
which may be won to religion,b.\ indulging them in their lJatural bent towarJs gayety-. 

But supposing it trlle thrl.t ajest may sometimes hit him who flies a serrnOIl, fO.O 
BureJ, there are a hundred cases for ooe where the sermon canllol ,emed.v Ihe eVit 
which ajest has produced. According toourstrallj!;cly varied iflCUlttCS, our sense of 
ridicule, although silent, rema",s in amhnsh and upon the watch during offices of 
the deepest iolemnit)', and actions of the highe.t suhhmity; ir aught happens to call 
intu :tctioJ), the sense of the! ludicrous becomes more reSistless f~om the, prevlUus 
contrast, and the CO.lslderatiorJs of decorum, wbicll o:Jght to restrain OUI' mutA, prOf'" 
nkll oil ae8tblld upon the Harne. 'rherll is also all ullhpl'Y dtsire in our corrupt 



IIltore, to appr&veof audacity even io wic.kedoes., al t1I~o,cbi.e.fl1 applaud Ibos~ feat, 
of agility which are performed at Ihe risk of the arllst slife. Aod sucb J' the 
atrength aDd {requeDcy of this uDhallowe.d lemptahod, that tbere are perbap. but few, 
who bave oat al ODe time or other fallen \[jto the snare, and lau~bed at that at wblch 
they ought to bave trembled. But, 0 my soul, come not th~u IOto ~h71r ~ecret, oor 
yield thy part of the promised ble.sing, for the poor gratlficatJon of ~lttlDg ID tbe seat 
of the scorner, and sharing in the unprofitaMe mirth of fgols, whIch IS like the crack-
ling oflhorns under the pot! . 

The second verse cODtains the positive employmeDt of the rIghteous ma~. His 
Ilelight i. in the law <if the Lord, and in hi. la .. doth ~e medilate day and mght. 

The object of Ihe righteous IS to fulfil what the patrlarcbs of our churc? ha-r:e well 
ter/Ded "the cblef end of man-to glorify God," namely, .. and to enJoy hIm for 
ever;" and Ihat he may qualify bimself for tbis, his study is in Ihe Holy SCriP
tures. He i. satisfied with uO ceremonious repetition of the Sa cred Book by 
rote but that he rna) come to a true knowledge of tbe things belonging to hi. sal
vati~n, he meditates "pon them, by day aod l1igut, searching out the hidden meaning 
and genuiue spirit of those texts WOIch others pass over as hard to be understood. 
We know the attenlioQ be. towed by men of le",rning upon buman laws, and how 
long a portion of their ti~e must be devotedto study ere tll7y.can term tll.ema".lves 
acquainted with the mUUlClpallaws of any CIvIlized realm; and IS It then.to be ImaglUed 
that tbe la .. s of the Supreme are to he understood at a slighter expenae of leisure 
than lhose of earthly legislalors? Be assured. that when we have meditated UpOD 
them, .s in the text, hy day aod "ight, o"r lIme will eveo then have beeD lo.t, uDleoe 
failb hath been our commentalor alld interpreter. 

The third verse describes, hy a beautiful ea,tern simile, the adYantages with 
which Ihe forbearance f,om evil cOllnsel, from the company of sinners. and frora 
the mirtb of scoffers and blasphemers, must needs be attended. JJnd he "hall b~ 
like a tree pianted by the rivers <if ..,ater, that bringethforth hufruit in his season; 
his [.~ also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth .hall prosper. In ODe point 
of view this striking promise may be supposed to refer to temporal blessin!!,", which, 
UDder the theomacy oftbe Jews, were more directly and more frequently held 'ortn 
as the reIVard of the righteous, tban under the dispensatioDS of the Gospel. We 
roust owo, also, that even in ollr own times, religion is some'imes tb. meaDS of 
procuring temporal prosperity to its votaries. The mOI'e a man meditates UpOD 
God's law, the more he feels it his duty to render his life "seful to hi. fellow-creatures. 
ADd tried bonesty, "pproved fidelity, devotedeourage, publkspirit, theeltimatioD 
creAted by a hlamelebs conduct, and the general respect whieh even the profane bear 
to a man of conscie/lce and honesty. often elevate to emlDence; and happy is it for 
the land when such are its prlDces and (overnors, or are possessors aDd distributors 
of its wealth and fulness. But though this be true, we shall err grossly if .... , eOIl
ceive tempo! al febcity is bere allude~ to as beinl!; either the appropriate or the ua, 
varied rewa~d of right,·ou;ness. Were this the case, an earthly, inadequate. and 
merely transIent reward, would be ullworthy o. spiritual merit; and were it to be the 
certaiD and unvaried consequence of a due discharge of relig.ioui duties, I fear that 
thnug-h ~he banks of 0:" Jor~an migbt' be more thickly .tudded than at prelent witb 
tr~es fa" aDd lIourlshmg In outward appearaace, tbe core of maoy ... ould be laioled 
WIth rottennes.; or, ~ltho~lt.a metaphor, men who were Dol openly prufaoe, would 
drlve.a trade WIth tbelr re!lglOn, under the mask of hypocrisy. 

It IS safer theref~re to VI~W tbe bles.ed state of tbe righteous, aI runsi.ling i. 
tbat calm of the mmd, whIch DO one can enjoy without tbe applause of bi. ow. 
conKCleDce, and t~e humble confidence iD which, with. mingled faitb and hope, the 
rood man tbrows b,mself 00 tbe protectioa of Providenc.. Hi, leaveo which wither 
110t, but cl?the bim as well in tbe winter of adversity, as in the spring aDd sumftl~r 
of pro.perlty,. are. goodl~ aDd comforting reflectioDs, tllat in whatever Itate he ,. 
"aIled to, he 16 dlscharglDg the part deltiDed for bim bv a(, affectio"ate and om
lIipot~Dt Falherj-and his incorruplible {ruits rendered ill th.ir .ea,oll, are ,goool 
aall pll~1I.1 liloyghts t"ward. Gild, lttiall aDd ,iller"u. alllioDIl towardl all C.Il.". 
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orea!uTes,.8BDctilled, because rendered in the spirit and with the bumble faith nf 
a elmstian, 
The unlfadly are not Sg, saitb the next verse; but are like the chaff which Ihe wi"" 
_rivet!, away, . 

If the r'ghieouBness of the just is sometime. followed by temporal prosperity, the 
wickedness of the profane is Jet more frequently a!tended by temporal punishment. 
The cause of this is obvIOus: he tbat does not fear God, w,lI not regard man. 
B" tb"t bas disbelieved or defied the divine commandment, bas ouly tbe lear of 
temporal punishment lell to prevent him from invading the laws of society; alld tbe 
effect of this last bal'rier must be strong Qr weak, in proportioll 10 the strength 
of passion and the grealiless of temptatIOn. And l,eDce tbat frequent iDtroduction 
to the history of great crimes, that the perpelralors began their course by disu'e 
of public worship, breaklUg tbe LO"d's day, and neglect of private d,'VOlioD, and 
thus opened the way for t~emselves to infamy and to execution. How maDY in a 
higher class io society, Jan(uish under diseases, which are the consequences of their 
own excesses, or suffer iudlgeuce and contempt, through their own folly aDd 
ex.travagance! 

But, as prosperity in this life is Deither the geDuine Dor the cer,ain reward of 
the .. righteous, so neltber is tempOI'al adversity the constant re~uital of !he ungodly. 
On tbe contrary, we bave seen the wicked great in power, and tlourishing like 
a greeD bay-tree; yet could we have looked into his bosom al that moment of pro.
perity, how true we should have found the words of the P.aIUJisl!- The Eophistry 
which h. borrowed from the counsel, of the ungodly, gives no assurance of hap
]liness, and leads him to no solid or slableconclnsion; the wit wilh wh ich the scorner 
taught him to gloss over his infidel opinions, has lost its brilliaocy-b.hind him 
there is remorse; bifore him there is donbt. Willie the godly is fast moored on 
the Rock of Ages, he is in a stormy sea, without a chart, wilhout a compaSi, 
without a pilot. The perlurbed reasoning. the ser.ret fears of such a one, make 
his thonghts indeed like the chaff which thl" winds drive to and fro, beiug as worth
less and profitless 3S they are changeable and ullcertain. A person, distinguished 
as much for his excesses at one period of his life, as he was afterwards for hi. 
repentance, mentioned after his happy change, that one day, when he was iu the 
full car.erof wit and gayety, admired by the society of which i e "ppeared Ihe life, 
while all applauded and most envied him, " he could not forbear groaning inwardly, 
and saying to himself, 

'0 that I were that dog!'" 

looking OD one which chanced to be in the apartment.* Such were the seeret thoughts 
of one who hadfollcywed Ih. counsel 'If the ungodly, ,,,alked in the way 'If sinners, and 
.ate in the seat of the scornful. Regretting the past, sick of the present, feal'lflg t~e 
future; baving little hope beyond a gloomy wish for anDihiiatiou, he was to exr:hange 
all the privileges and enjoyments of wit, understanding, and intellectual superiority, 
'for the mean faculties, and'irresponsible existence of a beast Ihat perishes. He mmt 
have been indeed like ciIafftormeDted by tbe wind, ere he could have formed a wish 
at once so dreadful and so degrading! 

·The fifth verse following out ,of the theme which the Psalmist proposed, inrorms 
DS, that th. ungodly shall not stand in thej~dg""enl, nor sinn ... ~ in the conlifregation 
'If the righteous, After death cometh the Judgment. How .strlct, how ter"ble that 
judgment shall be, we may learn 'from tbe blessed Apostle ID tbe second ep,stle to 
the Thessalonians, t Then shall that wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall Consume 
with th. spirit 'If his mouth, and ,hall destroy with the brightness 'If his com mg. W,II 
it theD be received as an apology, tbat the sophistries by which tbe UDiodly were 

* See Doddridge's Life of Col. Gardiner, 
t i Thesil. ii. 3. 



tili,lrd. were Ingenlo"s, that tbev were urg,·d wilh plau,ibility, and rendered divert. 
ing by wi I? Alas! In,V brelheru, ~e are informed ill tilc" -.dlne prts!:iag-e, 'b;:l~ (he sirellgln 
of Ilw," dece liun is part of their ve,) crIme. God pl"eed eVil .uv good Il"Ulh and 
falsehood bef~re them. and gave them means uf ju.dging bel \VeE-O the~.,and emlJraciug' 
that which Ibey .hould chouse; and the bavIflgforsaken good fOI' eV,II, ~(Id Ihe tJ'lItlt 
of. thfi gospel for tilt' vain sophistries of men I~ lhe vpry Clune of whICh the.v .are 
a,·eILS,d. AndJor this "au,", (sars Ill,· A i'O,I.I',) God 8h,,/1 send the~ strong deluBwn, 
thfl/ they .hould belie"e a lie; that they ale mwht be damned who beh~"e not Ihe ~rulh, 
b'/Lt hfld pleasure in 1tnrighlelll.sne,<;s.* JI IS then that the dlvwt> t;lJl"pherd will fur 
ever .<'uarate Ihe goals f,UOl Ihe sheep. Ih.1 the hles.ed Husbandman shall purge 
the f)o~r of the garner with his fao. that the Captain flf our SaJvlHion sh<ill leave 00 

spies in his camp. aod the L{io~ of nur Gli)fY endnre 110 traitors III hi~ territory., 
The concluding verse of tbe Psalm viorficate~ in a lew words, the promises 

which have been made to Ih,· I i!;!.htpolls. ;lOd Ihp jll(i2 III en t", which hav(" Iweu 'denolln
CP'/ against the ullt"nd1.l'. FOl' the Lord k,'Qwelh Ire W 'II oJ Ihe righteous, but the way 
oj' the ungod~y shall pel~ish. "-rile lJrunisell~IH.·t> uf til' Dt'ily is (he tOllchstone by which 
tlle merits uf tlie dghteou~ and the guilt of the \V icke,l shaH ultimately be determined. 

No false opinions formed cOUl'~rniug them during Jift"'t Clln deCle~e that unerring 
Judge; no coullterfeit, however briJliallt. call pass fur pUT'e gl'ld; flO fqrger.Y. how .. ; 
eVf"f ingenious. {'all SI!pply thp vl'lce of the tes!imolJial wlJich';rhe rlpmallds. The· 
Lord kllowetlr Ihe way q,r the righleous. He lVas per·h"ps.ligfill,V eSleemedarnong 
his rdllHv~mplI, considered as an ullsocial and sC"npulolJs:devolef>, an eripmy to free 
jnvesti~at ion. becallsf' he waJli:ed not b\' the cOtJDsel ,,( the ungodlYi a severe cen
suror of harmless Jevilies, bec<Juse he stood rJUt ill Ibe way of sinners; a foe to 
innoceut mirth. !Jr\callse he sah: nol in the st'at of the scorner. Le~ bim nevertheless 
come boldly. hef""e Ille h.averd), Judge. He IIJlOwerh his .. ay.. Vvh,'n hi.l"ft 
hand kne~ not the .gt;Jod deeds which were wrought by hls right, the L01;d bchelcl 
them. f1ts eye wa~ upon him ill sulltude and S~CI"(~cy, and his spirit gUided him. 
during his daitJ and ni,g-htly medil<lljnlls on his Law. At the time. when the 
riglJteo lls Was per haJ)s most miSf'{HlSl rned by hi ... h)'l~th ren of men, he W<'l~ most aC(,;f'pt~ 
obl'· to hiS heav("n.l.~ .F<1tbcr, who kllp.w his waJ-not his ·actio'lJs only, .however 
secret, bu t Ihe pl mCljJlr's UPOD which these actions wel'e ffJuntieci. 

Again, Je: not t~H-" \\Ilclw~ cOI.fi,le ill tbe refilled hypocrisy with wi:lich he may h~ve 
b~e~ able to de?elve m,en,nay,pel'ilaps 10. cheat himSe'~'iY I rnlling aC~io.IlS of apparent 
me~1f, and sentlm~nts In tl~e"l1selv~s praiseworthy .. wit i cours~ of hfe, such as that 
'Which tile Psalmist ha~ .defJuunred. If he be an u rmiuer of God's law. and a 
sc.oifer at hi';,commandmeIH~I'vhat will it aV..Iil him,th.J!r'he haf; givf'o alms, and dis
tflh."led to hIS poorer ,bre}~lfen tbe fuod ,that perishes, while he was dashing froll) 
.helr I,ps, and I.amplllrg. ru Ilreir presence, "PIlO the) bread of eternal life? G,.Q,d 
deeds, whetl.ler dOllp; to b.e Sl~t."'11 of men, or fli"Jwjllg froro ~he nalul'al disposition qf ffref 
human hellrt, [0 rc,lH Vf' I~~elf (mm the pain attending the sigr~t ,?f distl'f-'ss. howC>Vt""{ 
~pplallded hy those ,w.1JO Wltll(.'s.scd Il~"'mt will sillk hi their proppf Ip-vel and estima lion 
~D the eye,s of ihe D1vHllly, ,willett WllI1lot ~i~\v. t:hem as an atonemellt fur a lif, .. "P."'lt 
HI thebahltual Ilfeach uf~lls Law, aoq contempt of his Commandments. The "lOa'll 
oj the ungodly shall pens". 

\rV.h€'refor(! rna)' .we fill fi,Cl(i grace in God, for the sal,e nfChrist J.P~Hl", to,lf'lh~~r, 
anrl.ml'rove Ih~ lime, unlll we pass iolo. the aWful presence of Hun wuo.searchetb: 
thp hea· t ami trJt."'th the rellia. 

" :ll'bess. ii. 11 12. 
FINIS. 
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