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T H I R D 

R E p o R T. 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to consider the Subject of 
Emio-ration from the United Kingdom, and to whom the Report of 
the l~st Session, and the several Petitions which have been presented 
to the House, in the present Session of Parliament, on the sa~e 
subject, were referred; and who were cmpower:d to rep~rt theIr 
Observations and Opinion thereupon, together wIth the Mmutes of 
Evidence taken before them from time to time, to the House :-
HA VE further considered the Matters to them referred; and have 

agreed upon the following REPO RT: 

YOUR Committee having brought thei~ inq~iry into the general subject of 
Emigration to a close, have the satIsfactIOn to present to the House a 

general and final Report. There ha\'e been already laid before the House 
three successive Reports on this subject: the first at the close of the Session 
of 1826, by the former Committee; the two others by Your Committee, in the 
course of the present Session. These two last have been Special Reports, and 
relate to incidental points. 

The First being of a more general nature, was limited to the record of certain 
facts and principles, which, upon a careful re-examination, Your Committee 
are prepared conclusively to confirm and support. It recorded the existence 
of a redundancy of Population in extensive districts of Ireland, and in certain 
districts of Scotland and England. It limited the meaning of the term redun
dancy to a supply of able-bodied and active Labourers with their families, for 
whose labour there was no effective demand. It maintained, that the effect 
of this redundancy was to reduce the wages of labour below their proper level, 
by which much destitution and misery were produced in particular places, 
deteriorating the general condition of the labouring classes; and that the 
labourer, for whose services no real demand exists, consumes more than he 
produces, and consequently adds nothing to the general annual production, but 
so far tends to diminish the national wealth. It contrasted the general effects 
of a redundant population in England, where it is supported by a parochial 
rate, with the result in Ireland, where it is dependent for support on the pre
carious funds of charity, or at times on the more dangerous resources of 
plunder and &poliation. Itrecorded, that this redundancy was found practically 
to repress the industry, and even sometimes to endanger the peace of the 
country, creating mendicancy, outrage, and diminution of occupation, with 
every attribute of excessive pauperism. It adverted to the immediate effect 
of a practice, now in active operation, of clearing estates by the removal 
of a redundant pauper population, for the purpose of placing such estates 
ullder improved management in the hands of a few substantial tenants, and to 
the probable consequences of such clearing, in all cases, where no measures 
were taken to provide for the ejected parties; and it pointed out the manner 
in which iJ. judicious system of ElJligration was calculated to effect such 
rrovision. 
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. h' . I that neither parishes in England, nor Scotland, 
It laId down t e prmcIp e, . . . . t fInds in Ireland could be expected to contrIbute 

nor dlstncts or propne ors 0 a' h . 
f E

· t' nless it could be demonstrably shown that t elr 
for purposes 0 nllgra IOn, u 
interests, both general and pecuniary, would be bene~ted; and t~e Report 
anticipated the certainty of such demonstration. It consIdered the eVIdence on 
the sta.te of Irelaud to have established the important fact, that although ~o 
direct levy for the support of the poor takes place in that country, a burd.en IS 
yet imposed upon it for their relief, which, t~ough not le~al1y assess~d,. l~ not 
the less a practical grievance, and a subtractIOn from natIOnal and mdlvldual 

resources. 
It objected in the strongest manner to any system of Emigration supported 

by public assistance, which was not essentially voluntary on the part of ~he 
Emigrants, or which did not propose to remove that part of the commumty, 
who, being in the possession of health and strength, were notwithstanding m 

a state of permanent pauperism. 

It recorded generally, that in the British Colonies in N01'th America, at the 
Cape of Good Hope, and in New South Wales, and Vall Diemen's Land, there 
were tracts of unappropriated land, of the most fertile quality, capable of 
receiving and subsisting any proportion of the redundant population in this 
country, (of the nature and character to which that redundancy had been 
limited,) for whose conveyance to those colonies means could be at any time 
found. It adverted to the benefits which would specially accrue to the 
colonies by the accession of such population; to the expense at which Emi
gration, on an extended scale, might be carried into effect; and to the proba
bility of the repayment of any capital advanced, by the subsequent contribution 
of the Emigrant. It adverted to the market for the increased production of the 
colonies, which would arise from the cultivation of the land by each successive 
series of Emigrants; and the demand for the manufactures of the mother 
country, which would accrue at a comparatively later period. 

Anotber most .i~portant subject of consideration in that Report was, the 
degree of probabillty of any temporary vacuum being filled up which might be 
produced. by Emigration.. Such collateral measures, both of a legislative 
and p~actlcal nature, as might be calculated to repress, if not to prevent the 
replerushment of such vacuum, were also considered, and to some of those 
measures the Report specifically referred An obiect also of' . • ., •• • J primary Im-
portance m tbe conSideration of Eml!YratlOn as a national measu r d . b re, was relerre 
to m that Report, namely, the effect of the removal of act' I 11 

f I
.. ., ompara Ive y sma 

excess 0 popu atlOn, m benefitmO' and Improvin<T the condl't' fth ' d e 0 IOn 0 e remam er' 
and tbe Report finally concluded by expressing the de 'd d .. ' . .., CI e conviction of the 
Committee, that Its cIrculatIOn, and that of the Minutes f E 'd I 
h U

· d K' d 0 Vi ence, t uoughout 
t e mte mg om and the Colonies would enabl f . 

h 
., ' e any uture Committee 

to resume t e subject With the means ofproposinO' me ffi' I . . 'f h' . 0 asures su clent y defimte 
to Justl y t eIT recommendation of them to the Ho r' d . use lor Its a optIOn"'. 

Your 

.. The advantages that may be expected from th " 
before the Emigration Committee, may be estimate~ e~a~matlOn of the ~vidence t~keD 
a Roman Cat~olic l~nd proprietor, in the count of Gal~a he answers which ~r. Wlls~, 
were put to him durmg his second examinatl'o bY fi h y, gave to two questIOns which . n e oret epresentCo 'tt M . 
had had an opportunity of readino- in the h rt' t I mml ee. r. Wilson b' S 0 III en-a betw h' . . 
the" Report and Evidence of the first Com 'tt "Th ee.n IS two exammaboll&, 
berell 3069 and 30 70 • "Are you of opinion t;:ut teh

e
. I . h e queries put to him are num-

" f .. h . a e ns gentry hav I d . o gIVing t elr attention to the subiect of th d d e la an opporturuty • . Jere un ant pop I t' f I I d 
• Its removal, so as to consider its effect th" u a IOn 0 re an • and upon elf mterests? I am clearly satisfied 

" they 
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Your Committee have thought it convenient and useful to furnish this short 
analysis of the First Report, inasmuch as the confirmation, without eJ:ception, of 
the principles laid down therein, after the more extensive and elaborate inquiries 
of the present Committee, cannot fail to impress the House with more con
fidence than if there had been any material variation of opinion. 

Your Committee, after a most careful revision of the Evidence, and after 
having passed and repassed through their minds the complex considerations 
which are involved in an inquiry into so extensive and unexamined a subject, 
are decidedly of opinion, that the evils of a superabundant agricultural pauper 
population, for whose laboUl' no adequate demand exists, may be, if not re
moved, materially palliated by a system of Emigration on an extended scale. 
They are also of opinion, that it is not for the separate interests of Ireland, 
where redundancy is proved to exist in a greater degree, but [or the interests of 
Great Britain, and for the general advantage of the whole Empire, that such 
an experiment should be made. TIley earnestly beg to impress upon the 
attention of the House, that unless an early diversion be provided by Emigra
tion to check the increasing irruption of the pauper population of Ireland, 
which now POUl'S itself into Scotland and England with alarmillg rapidity, no 
other result can be contemplated, than the permanent deterioration of the con
dition of the English and Scotch labourer. 

Your Committee propose to class the results of their mqUiry under 
separate heads :-

I. -THE State of the Population in IRELAND. 

IL-THE State of the Population in E;\,GLAND; including the subject of 
the Poor Rates, and the distinction between an Agricultural and 
a Manufacturing population in reference to the subject of Emigration. 

II I.-THE State of the Population in SCOT L~:-'; D. 

IV.-REMARKS on the application of a system of Emigration to the cir
cumstances of the three countries. 

V.-THE expediency of a pecuniary Advance, in the nature of a Loan, for 
the purpose of facilitating Emig-ration: The probability of repay
ment of such a loan, and the inducements which the Colonies would 
have to facilitate such repayment: The success of former Emigrations, 
as bearing- upon the probability of repayment. 

VL--BOARD of EMIGRATION. 

VII.-THE distinction between Emigration and Colonization, and a regulated 
and an unregulated Emigration. 

VIIL-CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS upon the advantages of a regulated 
Emigration, both to the Colonies and to the mother Country. 

" they have not; and I can speak of my own case. I had certainly given the state of 
" the poor in Ireland a great deal of consideration; but I never, until I came before this 
" Committee, gave the subject of Emigration that consideration which I have done 
" since; not one, I should think, in a hundred, have thought upon the subject."-" Are 
" you not satisfied, therefore, that the publication of the Evidence taken before this 
" Committee will naturally draw their attention to the subject, to see how their pecu
., niary interests are affected; and do you not think that their answers must be qualified 
" according to the consideration given by them to the subject? No doubt, the more 
" they consider the subject, the more competent they will be to form an opinion upon it; 
" for myself, I view it in a much more favourable light than I did the last time I gave 
" evidence .before the Committee." 

5!jO. 
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I.-IRELAND. 
. t C mmittee have examined 

TH E Committee of 1826, and lour presen 0 '. P 1 f 
twenty-five Witnesses upon the subject of the stat~ o~ t~e/ab~~~ntom~~t::~ 
in Ireland Eight of those witnesses were examllle e ore fl' 

. h t C ·tt· and two 0 t lOse wItnesses 
18:26, and seventeen before t e pres en omml ee, . . d f fi. 

. d b "ore both Committees Those WItnesses conslste a ve were examllle el' . r • 1 
Members of Parliament, who were also Members of l.our Committee; e even 
residents in Ireland, including the Bishop of Llmenck, three .Lan~ Agent~, 
whom the Committee had an opportunity of examinin?, from the~r. belllg. accl~ 
dentally present at Election Committees, and ::\I.r .. N Immo, a. clv.ll eng-meer, 
r.1r. Blake, one of the members of the late CommIssIon of InqUIry mto the state 

of Education in Ireland; and the Rev. T. R. Malthus. 

Your Committee, while they refer to the Evidence itself, as ,:ell for the minute 
details of facts, as to prove the unanimous feeling entertallled by a~l. these 
witnesses as to the enormous evils existing, and still greater to be antiCIpated 
from the unchecked progress of Population, may be allowed to call the atten
tion of the House to a few observations practically connected with the relief to 
be afforded by Emigration. 

Your Committee deem it unneccssary to expatiate upon the extreme wretched
ness of a great portion of the peasantry in many parts of Ireland. The evidence 
which has been produced before successive Committees of the House cannot 
fail to have made a strong impression on this subject, upon those Members who 
have not themselves been eye-witnesses of the circumstances; and whatever 
complicated causes may have led to this state of things, the fact is undeniable, 
that, generally speaking, there is that excess of labour, as compared with any 
permanent demand for it, which has reduced and must keep down the labourer 
at the lowest possible amount of subsistence. It even appears in evidence, that 
private individuals have frequently employed labourers at this low rate, rather 
from motives of charity than from any beneficial interest accruing to the party 
employing them; and upon this particular point, Your Committee beg to refer 
to the evidence of Mr. Dixon, a land agent, in answer to the Questions num
bered in the margin. The House are aware that one of the popular modes of 
treating the subject of Ireland is to express a wish for the rapid introduction of 
cap~t~1 into th~t country. N(~thing is more easy than to express a general pro
posItIon of tlllS nature, but lour Committee would particularly wish to press 
upon the attentIOn of the House, that the evils of a population furnishinO" an 
excess of labour above the demand for it, contain witbin themselves a ~elf
producing and self-aggravating principle; and that so long as no measures are 
taken ~o restrai~ them, they must not only continue to exist and increase, but 
by thelf very eXIstence must prevent the introduction of tbat capI'tal h' h 'f 
. d d Id d' . , W IC , I 
mtro uce , wou Immish the redundancy, by establishing a greater equality 
between the supply of labour and the effective demand U d th . h' '. . n er e present 
cI~e~mstances, t e opmlOn entertamed of the insecurity of property in Ireland 
aflSmg from the sta~e of the. population, must operate as a most effectual dis: 
couragement to the mtroductlOn of capital' that is to s '11 b 
d· d bl' ,ay, no person WI e 

Ispose to esta Ish large manufactories or to k t . I I . . , ma e grea agncu tura Im-
provements, m a country which has been d . b h . . , an may agam e t e scene of msur-
~ec~?narj~ mov~~e)nts, and where his returns (which alone can insure the intro

uc Ion 0 capIta may consequently be affected by such contingency. 

A reference both to the Evidence taken b" ,. C . 
E ·'d I elOre lour ommlttee and to the 

~ I ence a ready presented to Parliament by the Committee appointed to con-

~ide\, 
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sIder the State of Ireland, will prove that many of the most alarming insurrec
tionary movements have either originated with tenants dispossessed of their 
farms, or have becn materially aggravated in their extent and duration by the 
discontent and wretchedness of this class of the population; and it must be 
obvious, that so long as the population remains in this state, it must at all times 
furnish abundant materials to be worked upon by turbulent or designing indi
viduals at any period of temporary discontent. The evils of a redundant popu
lation, with all the incidental consequences, have been universally felt and 
acknowledged; and various suggestions have been made for their partial 
relief. 

But Your Committee cannot but express their opinion, that a more effectual 
remedy than any of those temporary palliations "hich have been offered, is to 
be found in the removal, by Emigration, of that excess of labour by which the 
condition of the whole labourin3' classes is deteriorated and degraded. The 
question of Emigration, as connected with Ireland, l.:-lS been already decided 
by the population itself; and that which remains for the Legislature to decide 
is, to what points the Emigration shall be directed, whether it shaH be turned 
to the improvement of the North American colonies, or whether it shall be suf
fered and encouraged to take that which othenvise will be, and is, its inevitable 
course, to deluge Great Britain with poverty and wretchedness, and gradually 
but certainly to equalize the state of the English and Irish peasantry. It may 
not be superfluous to state, that subscriptions have actually been entered into 
for this very purpose of promoting Emigration to Great Britain; and the daily 
increasing communication between the two shores affords a facility for the 
execution of this system, the consequences of which cannot be viewed without 
alarm. In point of fact, the numbers removing from Ireland to England have 
infinitely increased, and the character of the emigration has been changed from 
one of labourers leaving their small farms and cottages, to which after a tem
porary absence they were in the habit of returning, into an emigration of 
vagrants, who have neither the ties of home, liar the hope of obtaining pro
vision to induce them to go back; their only hope is to obtain in England the 
means of subsistence, which they can effect in no other way than by displacing 
a certain proportion of the labouring English classes in consequence of their 
competition. Dr. Elmore, an English medical gentleman, who has been re
sident for twenty years in the south ofIreland, states, that subscriptions are now 
actually in progress for removing paupers from Ireland to England (especially to 
Manchester) in bodies of about forty each, so that their arrival may not excite any 
particular jealousy. The details upon this subject will be found in his evidence 
given in answer to the Questions numbered in the margin. And in the Ap
pendix will be found some Returns from the Mendicity Society in London, 
showing the great increase of Irish paupers upon their lists during the present 
year, as {:ompared with former periods. 

Your Committee cannot too strongly impress upon the House, that between 
countries so intimately connected as Great Britain and Ireland, two different 
rates of wages, and two different conditions of the labouring population, cannot 
permanently co-exist. One of two results appears to be inevitable,-the Irish 
population must be raised towards the standard of the English, or the English 
depressed towards that of the Irish. The question, whether an extensive plan 
of Emigration shall or shall not be adopted, appears to Your Committee to 
resolve itself into this simple point, Whether the wheat-fed population of 
Great Britain shall or shall not be supplanted by the potatoe.fed population of 
Ireland; whether Great Britain, in reference to the condition of her lower 
orders, shalI or shall not progressively become what Ireland is at the present 
moment. 

5.50. But 

(~UESTWNS, 

44 12, 

+P3· 
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But Your Committce, in adverting to the redundant p~~ulation in Irelan~, 
b th 'ttention of the House the conditIOn of that part of It cannot ut press upon e it .. 

(alluded t', in the Report oflast year; which, under the pre~ent clrcumsta~ces, IS 

I· I d t· tl redundant and to a case on which they conceive that more pecu IUr y an S rIC Y ,. . I 
E ·· b bIt to beal· with most important and beneficia results. mIgratIOn may e roug I . 

Your Committee beg to refer to a latc Act for the pre.ventIOn of un~er-t:~ancy 
in Ireland, and to the obstacles which at present stand III the way ~f Its ~hectual 
operation. From the uniform tenor of the evidence g~ven by the IrIsh w~tnesses, 
it appears that there is now among the Landowners III Ireland, a growlllg con
viction (already almost universal) of the mischief of the. system of an u~der
tenantry, and of the excess of population which attends It. They are satl~fied 
that the best chance for the improvement of their estates and the amelIora
tion of the condition of the people is the removal of this grievance, by the 
ejectment of that excess of tenantry, under the precautions which the late Act 
affords against its recurrence. In many parts of Ireland, and those obviously 
the most crowded, this process is constantly and extensively in force, checked 
only in some cases by motives of humanity, and the dread of immediate 
disturbance of the peace. The miserable beings, thus dislodged from their 
abodes, find themselves without resource or refuge. They first make an attempt 
to establish themselves on the next estate, upon the same footing; if that expe
dient fails, with the trifling pecuniary means derived from the remission of their 
rents, and the sale of the stock which their landlord may relinquish, they proceed 
to the nearest bog, or to a neighbouring town; the little money acquired by 
these means is soon spent, employment is scarcely to be obtained, and the most 
abject existence is supported by the assistance of the establishments for the 
suppression of mendicity, and the Government, which contributes to provide funds 
for the purpose. In the towns, distress accumulates in proportion as it decreases 
in the country, whilst a population of vagrants is gathered together in a state of 
misery, thereby affording materials for disorder and crime. By such a popula
tion, the rate of wages also is generally depressed, the means of obtaining com
fortable maintenance is rendered impossible, and the most miserable cabins are 
multiplied, on the bogs, and in the suburbs of the great towns. The ultimate 
consequences appear in contagious fever, of the prevalence of which an illustra
tion will be found in the fact, that within the city of Dublin alone (where it has 
been accurately ascertained) out of a population of two hundred thousand inha
bitants, sixty thousand cases have passed through the hospital in the course of 
the last year. That this account is in no manner overcharged, Your Committee 
h~ve only to refer for proof to the forcible and concurrent testimony of the Irish 
witnesses, fr.om whence it is almost wholly drawn. That the causes which 
produced thiS state of things are in a course of constant progress, as there 
asserted, can hardly be questioned; and in respect of Ireland alon tl .. e, Ie conse-
quences to wluch they may ultimately lead if some steps be not t k h k . . .. . ' a en to c ee 
or correct their actIOn, It IS dIfficult to measure or foresee . 

. The evidence of }1r. Dixon (referred to in the margin) respectino· the p f I 
difficulty oflandlords in \r estmeath effecting the ejectment f tl ." rae Ica 

. .. ~ 0 leu extra or sur-
reptitIOus tenantry, IS of the utmost importance. 

From that, and much other similar evidence Your COlnml·ttee al· . d 
f th I Ii I·· I e convmce 

o e genera ee mg entertamed by Irish Proprietor' of th d t d . d f d··· h· h ~, e a van age to be 
enve rom ImmlS mg t e population on their estat Y C . .. es. our ommlttee en-

Int-olll no doubt that thiS feeling is strono- enouo-h to induce th . 
instanc t k· "0 em, m many 

es, 0 rna ·e a pecumary contribution towards the expense of Emigration'" ; 

and 

... Your Co~mittee would specially refer the House to the eviden f . 
upon the subject of uivino facilities by law t I· h . ce 0 Mr. Le.;ite Foster, 

" 0 0 rlS proprietors, to charge their estates for 

the 
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and Your Committee are further of opinion, that the same feeling would lead 
them more extensively to avail themselves (as they would then be able to do) 
of the provisions of the Act already alluded to, for preventing the recurrence 
of the evil; in which case alone the removal could be beneficial to the pro
prietor or to the country. If an Irish proprietor were to remove 500 persons, 
including 100 heads of families, from his estate, for the purpose of throwing 
that estate into hrger farms, and were to pull down the 100 cottages in which 
those 100 families may have lived, and not suffer them to ue re-occupied, no 
comparison can exist, with reference to the advantages of Emigration, between 
a supposed state of things, and the mere abstraction of labourers to the same 
amount, whose tenements may be immediately inhabited hy a similar class of 
persons. That which is true in a single instance, is equally true in considering 
Emigration as a general measure in Ireland. It will be impossible to show 
that so great a ratio of increase can be e~pected to take place, in consequence 
of the emigration of pauper tenants, as would have taken place in the popula
tion that might have existed in Ireland, had they not been removed to the 
Colonies. Your Committee, however, are not prepared to recommend that any 
legislative provisions should be made to prevent by law the re-occupation of 
those cottages, or to enforce their destruction, because they are satisficd that it 
is from the growing opinion, which is spreading itself among the whole gentry 
of Ireland, that the principal security is to be derived for their not being again 
occupied: if it were not for this growing opinion, that it is to the interest of 
the proprietors, in the best understood sense, to resist all collateral circum
stances in favour of the excessive growth of population, Your Committee are 
aware that any legislative measures of a compulsory nature might in various 
ways be evaded. With these observationg·your Committee dismiss this part of 
the subject, which peculiarly applies to the circumstances of Ireland. 

They would, however, recommend to the attention of the House, the Evidence 
at large, as furnishing very detailed and valuable information. The testimony 
which was uniformly given by the practical witnesses, who appeared before 
Your Committee, has been confirmed in the most absolute manner by that of 
Mr. Malthus; and Your Committee cannot but express their satisfaction at 
finding that the experience of facts is thus strengthened throughout by general 
reasoning and scieutific principles. 

Mr. l\Ialthus was asked, whether he had taken into considera,tion what may 
be the effect of the continued increas~ of the population of Ireland, upon the 
condition of the labouring classes of England? He stated, that, in his opinion 
the effect will be most fatal to the happiness of the labouring cla;;se, in England, 
because there will be a constant and increasing emigration from Ireland to 
England, which will tend to lower the wages of labour in England, and to 
prevent the good effects arising from the superior prudence of the labouring 
classes in this country. He stated, that he has understood that in the western 
parts of England and Scotland in the manufacturing districts, particularly in 
Manchester and Glasgow, the wages of labour have been lowered essentially 
by the coming over of the Irish labourers; which opinion, Your Committee beg 
to observe, is confirmed by the evidence that has been given by witnesses 
resident in those districts. Mr. Malthus is of opinion that this emigration will 

tend 

the purpose of raising a fund for the Emigration of their redundant tenantry; and to the 
opinions of Irish land agents of the advantages which, in certain cases, would arise to 
the proprietors from the emigration of that class of occupants.-Vide Mr. Dixon's Evi
vidence, questions 2506, 2507, 2508, 2515, 2516, &c. 

550. B 
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tend materially to alter the habits of the labouring c1a~s in. England-to fo~ce 
them into the habitual consumption of a sort of food mferlOr to that to which 
they are now accustomed, namely, potatoes; and the ?anger o~ the use of. the 
lowest quality of food is, that it leaves no resource m a perIOd of .scarclty ; 
whereas in the case of a population habitually living on wheat, there IS always 
the resource of potatoes to compensate for the failure of an average crop. He 
is also of opinion that it will necessarily throw a greater number of the 
English labourers upon the poor-rates, inasmuch as, if there be a redundancy 
of labour in any English parish, the presfnce of Irish labourers universally 
seeking for employment would prevent such English labour from being ab
sorbed. He stated, that he was satisfied no permanent improvement would 
take place in the case of the Enc:lish poor, if a portion of them were removed 
by emigration, as long as this influx of Irish labourers into England continued 
without a check. Mr. Malthus stated, that unless a change took place in the 
management of the land in Ireland, he can only anticipate an increase of 
poverty and misery; and that such change cannot take place, unless something 
i., done to remove the people. IIe admitted, that if the people increase and 
continue in their present state, there can be little prospect of any greater degree 
of tranquillity and sesurity in that country; and for those reasons, he is of 
opinion that it is particularly expedient to attempt to introduce emigration on 
a large scale from Ireland, especially as he understands there is an intention 
on the part of landlords to make the change in question in the manacrement of 
their properties. He was finally asked, " What is your opinion of the ~apability 
" of Ireland to become a very rich and flourishing country?" he answered 
" "ly opinion is, that it has very great capabilities; that it might be aver' 
" rich and a very prosperous country; and that it might be richer in proportio~ 
" than England, from its greater natural capabilities."-" Do you think any 
:: on~ ci.rcumstance would m.are ~end to ~ccelerate .that state of things, than 

a JudiCIOUS system of emigratIOn put mto force m that country? I tl' k 
"I . d' . 1In t lat a lU ICIOUS system of emiO"ration is one of the most powe f I ' e' r u means to 
" accomplish that object." 

Yery .important evidence, by ::\Iro Leslie Foster and Mr. 1\ immo, wiII be 
found, With respect to the cultivation of the BoO" lands of Ireland' b t h 

b hI' . 0 , u w atever 
may e t oug It of the advantages which mJO"ht arise from such I" 
f 

. . c 0 an app IcatlOQ 
o capital, they would In no de"ree supersede in the " f Y 

. 0' OpInIOn 0 our Com 
mlttee, the benefits to be derived from a contemporan d . -
principle of Emigration. eous an systematic 

n.-ENGLAND. 
fOFR ""itOl""l"' were examined by the C . f ommlttee 0 18"6 . h 

state ~f the Pauper Population in parts of EnO"land Y -, resp:ctmg t e 
exammed on this subiect durincr th "'S: our Committee have 
'. J' 0 e present eSSlOn tw t t . 
mcludmg the Bishop of Che,ter and l\I If t I ' en y- I\,O Witnesses, 
for the relief of distressed' manuf: t r. ~e "tI' w 10 belong to the Committee 
C . ac urers, "' r. Burrell a b f 

omnllttee, and an extensive proprl'et . ~. ' mem er 0 Your 
. or III o~lI"ex '"h th '1 dant populatIOn appcar to exist in a t k b' , ere e eVI s of a redun-

. mos remar'a Ie deo-ree 0 d 
proprIetors, clcrgnllcn manu fa t de, an several landed 
h " ., curers, an overseers of th 

t ese \\Itnc,scs were examiaed w'th . f " e poor. Four of 
I d flo I a view 0 ascertammcr wi th h 
an s a ord an opportunity for th I '" Ie er t e Waste 
I . . e emp oyment of the pa . 

vo vmg the certamt!! of a return· and th "d uper populatIOn, in-
C '. ' elr eVI ence has not . 

ommlttee With the opinion that such would b o· Impressed Your 
that as far as the direct expense was d ehthe lesult. It was admitted 

concerne , t e location of th ' e poor on the 

waste 
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waste lands at home could not be effected upon terms equally cheap as those 
under which their Emigration might be effected. Mr. Malthus also is of 
opinion that the cultivation of poor lands at home, undertaken merely for the 
purpose of employing the people, would end necessarily in failure, and would 
rather aggravate than diminish the difficulties arising from over population. 
It may not be superfluous to add, that objections equally strong exist to the 
employment of paupers on Public Works with the public money, in cases where 
such works would not have been undertaken except for the special purpose of 
thus employing the population. 

The counties to which the evidence refers are-Sussex, Kent, Cheshire, 
N orthamptonshire, lluckinghamshire, Surrey, l\1iddlesex, Lancashire, Suffolk, 
Nottinghamshire, and Cumberland. The overseers of various English parishes 
who have been examined before Your Committee were all prepared to admit 
that the removal of a redundant pauper family was a solid advantage to the 
parish, to be estimateu at 110 less than a saving of £. 25, even if that family had 
been partially employed, so long as some other family had been unemployed 
for the same period during the preceding year. They appear to have under
stood accurately the force of the principle, that partially employed labourers 
are often to be consiuered as redundant: thus, for example, if five labourers 
could in the year 182S execute in a certain parish the same amount of work 
which eight labourers executed in the year 1827, there would be three redundant 
labourers; and if no probability existed that any real demand for the permanent 
annual services of those three redundant labourers would arise, the parish would 
gain by contributing towards their emigration, in the proportion between the 
expense uf such contribution and the expense incurred by the parish for their 
maintenance. Your Committee, upon this subject, would more particularly 
refer to the evidence of :\1 r. Cosway, a proprietor in Romney Marsh and the 
"{ealu of Kent. His testimony is to be found in his answers to the questions 
numbered from 3871 to 3894 in the Evidence. :'IIr. Cosway not only stated 
that in the case of eight labourers beillg employed only seven-eighths of the 
working time throughout the year, there was one redundant labourer, according 
to the principles laid down by the Committee, but he also contended that the 
aggregate work executed by those eight men did not represent the work which 
ought to have been effected by seven labourers, under the circumstances of a 
satisfactory adjustment of the supply of labour to the demand. 

The House will find also that there is a remarkable concurrence among the 
English witnesses, as to the expediency of raising' a fund upon the security of 
the poor-rates (on the principle of the money permitted to be raised under the 
Act commonly called Mr. Sturges Bourne's Act) for the purpose of contributing 
towards the expense of removing redundant paupers by Emigration. A sug
gestion was offered by Mr. Cosway, that in the event of parishes being allowed 
to mortgage their rates for the purpose of contribution towards Emigration, 
upon the principle established with respeci to the building of poor-houses, in 
the Act referred to, such parishes would be disposed to avail themselves of the 
facility, provided they were released from any legal claim on the part of the 
emigrant pauper, in the event of his return to his original settlement. 
Mr. MaIthus is of opinion that parishes in England would act prudently as 
regards their interest, in charging their poor-rates for the purpose of raising' 
a fund to promote Emigration, and that even a national tax would be justi
fiable for that purpose, if a bare probability existed of the vacuum not being 
filled up. M r Cosway also suggested that it would be expedient to enact 
a law allowing parishes to impose a tax on any future cottages to be built in 
each parish, the proceeds of such tax to merge in the general poor-rate of the 
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parisho He is of opinion that if there were a real demand for labour i~ such 
a parish, there would be no disposition on the part of the rate-pa~ers to Im?OSoe 
any tax on such cottage So On the contrary, if private speculatIOn and mdl
vidual interest contemplated the erection of cottages, for the mere purpose of ob
taining rent from them, without any consideration of the real demand for labour. 
Mr. Cu,;wa,o considers that the power of self-taxation, on the principles suggested 
by him, w~uld interpose a convenient and salutary check. Your Committee 
think these suggestions well worthy the attention of the Bouse, although 
tlley do not presume to offer any definitive opinion on the propriety of their 

adoptiono 

The House will find that all the witnesses concur in opinion, that the greatest 
practical improvemcnt of the Poor-rate system is involved in the discon
tinuance of relief to able-bodied paupers; alld Your Committee are of opinion 
that such discontinuance will be rendered more practicable by the introduction 
of a system of rcg:nlated Emigration, than by any other measureo 

On this subject, the questions numbered from 3252 to 325i, were put to 
Mro ~lalthuso 

" If iu England, where a system of poor-rates exists, redundant labourers 
" were to be removed by Emigration, aud it were to be demonstrated that 
" under the terms of such removal their condition was highly improved in the 
" cou~try to whi~h they were sent, might not the system of relievingo able
" bodied men, which has grown up, as many contend, contrary to the spirit of 
" the olaw, be gradually extinguished, to the extreme advantage of the adminis
" tration of the Poor laws in England ?-It certainly might. 

" Do you not consider that under these circumstances an effectual remedy 
:: would be laid for t~e prevention of a di~proportionate population in future? 
-If at the same tIme, as suagested with regard to Ireland the h f 

" 0 to , ouses 0 
those who emigrated were pulled down, I think then there might be -

" I 0 10k !l' some t ling I °e an ellectual remedyo 

" Does any other practical remedy present itself to you as desirable f b 0 

,,0 d dOlo' 0 elOg 
mtro uce mto t liS country, with respect to the filling up of 

" 0 d 0 0 _ any vacuum 
occaSlOne by EmigratIOn ,-1'\ 0 other occurs to me except the I If " d 1 ,one myse 
propose a ong while ago, that those that were born after act 0 to 

" I Id t b II d I er am Ime s lOU no e a owe to lave any parish assistanceo 

" If parochial assistance were rigidly and invarloabl lO Ot d h " flO Y Iml e to t e su t 
" 0 t Ie aged and mfirm, or o~ children, and universally denied to able-b pX?~ 
ee 

men who have no opportumty of working, do you thOlnk the 0 Ie 
II I d existence of a 

we -regu ate poor-rate under such restrictions would 0 0 0 

" country ?-Perhaps not; but it appears to b d °ffi I ;e prejudiCial to the 
" that wayo e I eu t a ways to restrict it in 

" Admitting for the sake of the pr °to h 
" 0 I d 0 0 OpOSI IOn t at poor's r t 0 d' 

CIOUS V a mllllstered under such Ii °t to' - a es were JU 1-, ml a Ions are vou of 0 0 0 h 
" rate might not be inexpedient I-At ' 0 - pillIOn t at a poor's 
" 0 any rate It would be a t 0 

ment, as compared with the present m d f d 0 0 0 grea Improve-
o e 0 a mmlstrahono 

" If a system of Emiaration could b d d 0 

" emigrating, do you not think that °t 0 eha ?pt:
f 

with benefit to the labourer 
] 

0 I mla tJustI y the t 
aw, removlllg all claims on the part of bl b dO enac ment of a positive 

~ k d an a e- 0 led pauper £ 0 or or war , un er circumstances of hOb 0 0 or assistance 
I h Id IS emg III a state of d tOt 0 s ou say so independent] f th 0 es I utlOn ?-As 

.e OIl y 0 e questIOn of Emigr f I 
Stl more strongho when coupled °th th a 100, must say so 

o WI e remedy proposedo" 
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Your Committee cannot express too strong an opinion against the idea of 
regulating by legislation the rate of Wages, under any conceivable modification. 
A distinction, however, exists, between an agricultural and a manufacturing 
population. The demand for the labour of the former is more or less equal from 
year to year, involving a comparative equality of wages for certain periods; 
while that of the latter may at any moment be materially lowered by the cir
cumstance of the introduction of new machinery displacing manual labour, or 
by a diminution of demand in the home or foreign market. On the other hand, 
those wages may be raised by a converse increase of demand, arising from an 
infinite variety of causes,many of which cannot be anticipated with any degree 
of certainty. 

Your Committee are therefore of opinion that every endeavour should be 
made to impress on the mind of the Artisan, that he must himelf, for his own 
individual interest, carry into effect that practical equalization of Wages, which 
is absolutely impossible to be effected by any legislative arrangement, or by any 
agreement between the capitalist and himself. It is the condition of his occu
pation to oscillate between the two alternate extremes of high and low wages, 
from the causes already assigned. If, at the period of high wages, he does not 
create a fund which is to meet the alternation of low wages, he can have no jus
tifiable cause of complaint when he suffers the inconveniences of poverty and des
titution from the effect of an alternation which it is not possible to avoid, and 
from the prejudicial results of which his own prudence might have protected him. 
At all events, when this truth is sufficiently understood to leave no doubt of its 
import and bearing, the conviction cannot fail to be produced, not only in the 
minds of the manufacturers, but in that of the public, that the distress which might 
have been averted by prudence is not a distress which can require any special 
exercise of private charity, much less of public contribution. 

Your Committee cannot avoid to observe that in requiring this exercise of 
prudence on the part of the manufacturing classes, no more is expected from 
them than what is carried into practical effect every hour in many classes of 
the community. It would undoubtedly be an encroachment upon the free 
agency of any person, in any condition of life, to prescribe to him the extent 
of his expenditure arising out of his current income; but no complaint can exist 

·upon the part of persons (to whatever class they may belong) who neglect to 
avail themselves of the application of 80 simple and necessary a principle. 

The operation of the Poor-rates has tended materially to prevent the exercise 
of this particular sort of prudence. The artisan has considered that he had 
a perfect right to expend his wages when they were high, without making a 
provision for the future, inasmuch as the parish was bound to support him 
whenever the alternation of distress might arise. If the real circumstances of 
their situation were publicly and diligently impressed upon the minds of artisans, 

·.manufacturing parishes would be relieved at an early period from the necessity 
of doing more than contributing the very minimum of subsistence to all paupers, 
whose neglect of prudential caution had compelled them to depend solely upon 
parish assistance at the period of slackened demand and depressed wages. 

Your Committee therefore, from these considerations, feel themselves war
ranted in concluding, that a system of Emigration might be applicable to the 
relief of over-peopled parishes in England, in which some security may be 
offered against a recurrence of the evil. This security is to be looked for in the 
well-understood interest of the rate-payer, in the greater number of parishes 
purely agricultural; but in the manufacturing districts and larger towns, where 
.the interest of the majority of rate-payers is merged in that of the proprietors 
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, !" lass of houses, and of individuals interested in the low ~ages 
of an mlenor C , I' f on of the eVils of 
of labour a slighter security eXIsts for the vo untary pleven I h 

' "Id h tendency for t e moment to over-population, as EmigratIOn wou ave a, ' 
raise wages and lower rents. 

III.-SCOTLAND. 
FOUR Witnesses were examined before the Committee of 1826 on the state 

of Scotlantl, Elevcn have been examined before the present ~ommitte~: of 
these, four were l\Iembers of the House, and five delegates espeCially. appomted 
by Emigration Societies in Scotland to give evidence to Your Committee. 

From this evidence, the case of Scotland appears to be that which presents 
the greatest difficulty. Where the evils of a superab~ndant population ~re 
found to cxi,t, they are not in general under those circumstances to whICh 
Emigration could be applied as a permanent and effectual remedy; and Your 
Committee would beg to remind the House, that they are not prepared to offer 
any recommendation in favour of Emigration, unless such collateral measures 
ca;l be taken as would prcycnt the recurrence of the evils complained o£ In 
point uf fact there has not been laitl before Your Committee any evidence which 
tcntl,o; to show general or extensive distress from over-population in the agricul
tural districts of ~cotland, In some of the islands, indeed, upon the western 
coast, it does appear that a case exists in some degree, but upon a smaller scale, 
corresponding with that of Ireland: and there is no doubt that very valuable 
settlers might be furnished from those parts with advantage to the islands and 
colonies. 

Thc system has indeed been carried into effect, and, it is stated, with advan
tagl' by some proprietors. 1; pon this head, Your Committee would refer to the 
evitlence given by Mr, Alexander Hunter. But by far the strongest case of 
distress appears in the state of the manufacturing districts-in that class, whose 
places, from the greater fluctuations in trade than in agriculture, would be the 
most certainly and speedily filled up. Under this impression, it appears from 
the concurrent testimony of all the witnesses examined, that a general disincli
nation would be felt in those distr~cts to advance any sum for facilitating 
Emigration; and the numerous applicants who have, by their delegates, been 
before Your Committee, are III a state which utterly precludes any pecuniary 
exertion on their part. 

The universal opinion expressed also is, that even in those districts where the 
population i,. strictly speaking, redundant, the redundancy is chieA 'f t 

'I ' h!" I' y, I no 
entire y, owmg to t e ~ormldab e mflux and competition of Irish labourers, who 
seem already to have III a great measure effected in the manuf:act' d' t ' " urmg IS ncts 
of Scotland those alarrnmO' chanO'es m the condition of the lowe I h' h ," " r c asses, W Ie 
have been already pomted out, under the head of Ireland I I d ' h' , as ca cu ate to 
excite suc serIOus apprehensions with regard to England. 

y our Committ~e feel themselves c~Il,ed upon to add, however, that those evils 
have been much mcreased by the faCIlities with which settl t b' 
b h " ' emen s are 0 tamed 

y t e uncertam and hazardous state of the law" (as db' 
the witnesses, a Member of Your House) with reg' ard t ~xhprel.ssbe'I' y °fne of 

d I '0 e la I Ity 0 real 
an persona property to a rate for the maintenance of the I b h 
doubt who are to be consid,ered "the poor ,. and by the :oor, as fa slol IY t e

f 10th h lye' a sence 0 a aw 0 
remova . new 0 e, our 'ommittee are of opinion, that although the 

Scotch 
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Scotch Emigrants are in most instances very valuable settlers,* and although 
there is a strong disposition among the people to emigrate, yet, as a national 
measure, more effectual relief may be aflorded by a reconsideration of the laws 
above alluded to, and by the diversion elsewhere of the influx of Irish paupers, 
than by any system of EmigTation which might be applied to the removal of 
the Scotch population. 

IV.---REMARKS on the application of a System 
of regulated Emigration to the circumstances of 
the three Countries. 

HAVING thus adverted to those circumstances which appear to them peculiar 
to the three kingdoms, Your Committee beg to make a few general remarks on 
principles equally applicable to all, and upon the soundness of which the value 
of the remedy proposed mainly depends. 

The first and main principle is, that Labour, which is the commodity of the 
poor man, partakes strictly, as far as its value is concerned, of the circulllstances 
incident to other commodities; and that its price is diminished in proportion 
to the excess of supply as compared with the demand. If the demand for 
labour be great, the wages of labour are high: the poor man, therefore, sells 
his commodity for a high price. A contrary state of things produces a converse 
of results. If this proposition be admitted, it follows that if the supply of 
labour be permanently in excess, as compared \rith the demand, the condition 
of the lower classes must be permanently depressed, and a state of things in
duced which is incompatible with the prosperity of a great proportion of the 
population, and equally so with the general interests of the country, which are 
involved in the equalization of national prosperity. Your Committee feel it 
expedient to bring this simple principle prominently forward, for the purpose of 
refuting the erroneous notion~ and opinions which are attempted to be incul
cated upon this subject. The capitalist in En~~hnd is reproached that he 
intentionally withholds from the artisan those wag'es which are fairly due to 
him: the fact being, that the rate of wages depends upon the supply of labour 
(whether manufacturing or agricultural) as compared with the demand for it. 
It is not to be expected that the capitalist will purchase the commodity, laboltI', 
which he requires, at a higher price than the market rate. If machine labour 
be as effectual, and more cheap than manual labour, he will purchase it, that is, 
he will employ it in preference. If it were to be contended that he ought not 
to do so, the converse proposition would be equally true, that when the wages 
of labour were high, arising from an increased demand, the capitalist would be 
justified in calling upon the artisan to take lower wages than the market-rate. 
In other words, if the artisan can fairly call upon the capitalist to pay him 
wages higher than the market rate when that market rate is low, the capitalist 
can, with equal fairness, call upon the artisan to take wages lower than the 
market rate, when that market rate is high. The olle proposition is as unjust 
and as impracticable as the other; and Your Committee are persuaded that the 
House will concur with them in the opinion, that there is no point which requires 
more to be explained to the lower classes, than the impossibility of regulating 
by law either the maximum or the minimum of wages. 

It is from an entire ignorance of the universal operation of the principle of 
supply and demand regulating the rate of wages, that all those extravagant pro

positions 

~ It appeared in evidence, that many of the hand-loom weavers were accustomed to 
agricultural occupations. 
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positions are advanced, and recommendations spread o~er the co~ntry, w~lich' 
are so calculated to excite false hopes, and consequently discontent, III the mmds 
of the labourinO" classes. AmonO" the most extravagant, are those brought for
ward before Y;ur Committee by ~, Society professing to be established for the 
purpose of bettering the condition of the manufacturing and agricultural labourers 
of (; reat Britain. The extent of misconception which appears to pervade the 
opinions of this society, can only be fully understood by an examination of its 
doctrines, as explained in the Evidence and Appendix. 

Another elementary principle, to which Your Committee beg the particular 
attention of the House, and in confirmation of which all the practical evidence, 
without exception, may be quoted, is the effect of a comparatively small excess 
of labour occasioning a deterioration of the condition of the labourer ill the par
ticular district where such excess exists (or supposing the excess to be general, 
the consequences are equally general,) and the consequent improvement of the 
whole body of labourers by the abstraction and removal of any superabundant 
portion. EI ('1'\' practical man, whether agricultural, commercial, or manufac
turing, i, well aware that the exee"s of the supply of an article bonajide brought 
to market over and abovc the demand of it, whether of annual or even of weekly 
sale, will deteriorate that article, not merely in the ratio of the excess, but in a 
much higher ratio; and that, conversely, the supply being less, the demand en
hances the price in a similar ratio. It is only necessary to prove that that which 
is true of commodities, is equally so of labour, to justify the opinion that the 
abstraction of a comparatin:ly small number of labourers will remedy the evils 
incident to the existence of excess in the supply of labour, as compared with the 
demand. 

The rule, however, applies much more forcibly to labour than to commodities 
for in the case of any commodity, the owners might at once withdraw a portio~ 
and keep it back, in hopes of the real demand increasing; but the holders of 
labour, that is, the labourers themselves, have no store-rooms in whir.:h their com
modity can be bonded, but have only the alternative between the offering it at 
once at the market price, and starvation. 

With respect to this pri~ciple, of the influence of a small excess in the supply 
of labour, as compared With the demand, and of the consequent benefit of the 
removal of that small excess, the following Answers were given by Mr. Malthus: 

., 3:2,,;8, ,\re you not of opinion that the general situation of the lb' . , ' a ourers IS 
detenorated and preJudICed by a comparatively small excess of the supply of 
labour over the demand?-Very much so and sometimes b II . 'y a sma er excess 
than one might perhaps suppose. 

" 32,~(). Are you of opinion that the removal of a comparativel . II f h 
I , h' I ) sma part 0 t e 

popn at IOn w IC 1 now appears to be in a state of de ft f . I 'd' . s I u lon, mig 1t operate to 
create a consl crable Improvement III the condition of th h . ose w 0 remalll --Not 
a \'er~' small part of those really out of wo~k but a remo I f II' 

h I I b' I" ' va 0 a sma part of the 
woe a ourwg- popu atlOn mIght effect a very benefici I h . I .. 
of the remainder. a c ange III t Ie condition: 

" :)2(io. Arc you of opinion, therefore that that I I . h I' 
d' . d I' I . ,'aw w lIC app les to com 

mo ItJes, an \\' IIC 1 IS a matter of notoriety . k . -
I h

ill every mar et III the countr 
name y, t at a small excess of supply deteriorates th If' y, 
completely and conclusively to labour which' th eva. llle 0 an arttcle, applies 

. ' IS e artlc e a poor m h t 
bnng to market ?-Certainly it does. an as 0 

" 32 (' I. Are you of opinion that, where it is admitted th t . II b h . a an excess of labour 
III a ranc es eXists, any real relief can accrue to th I b I . . h e a ourers as onO" as labo 
remams III t at state of redundance ?-Certainly not." , '" ur 

There 
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There are persons who are disposed to argue that a redundancy of labourers is 
calculated to promote the interests of the proprietors and capitalists; for the 
consequence of that redundancy will be a progressive diminution of the wages 
oflabour, and, consequently, that although the labourer himself may be miserable, 
in consequence of such redundancy, lowness of wages will compensate the pro
prietor and capitalist for any other expense which a state of pauperism, under 
the proposition of such a condition of the population, must produce. But even 
if it were admitted that the capitalist, for the moment, was benefited by the 
reduction of wages to the minimum of subsistence, Your Committee are satisfied 
that the House will in no degree countenance the opinion, that such a state of 
things would be desirable in a national point of view, but that, on the contrary, 
the House will agree with Your Committee, that the general prosperity of the 
country is incompatible with the degradation of any class of the community, 
much more so, with the degradation of that class (by far the most extensive) 
who have solely to depend upon the remuneration of their labour for their 
means of subsistence. Upon this subject the following questions were put to 
Mr. Malthus, and his answers to which the Committee beg to call the atten
tion of the House. 

H 32~3.-Are not the manufacturer's profits principally dependent on the 
low rate of wages ?-I do not quite agree to that doctrine; I think that wages 
and profits very often rise together. When the value of the whole commodity 
rises from the state of the supply compared with the demand, there is a greater 
value to divide between the capitalist and the labourer; the labourer will 
have a higher money-wages, and the profits of stock may be higber at the 
same time. 

" 3284.-ls not the tendency of a redundant supply of labour ready at all 
times to fill up the decrease of the labouring population by want and disease, 
beneficial to the manufacturing and commercial interest" inasmuch as it 
lowers wages and raises profits, and renders possible a successful com
petion with foreign capitalists?- I should think that even if that is so, no 
persons could possibly bring thcmselves to encourage such a system with that 
view, 

" 3285. -Compassion to the labouring poor, and regard to the public peace, 
may render the diminution of thrs supply of labour desirable, but a redundancy 
is favourable to trade and commerce, is it not ~-Ill one respect it is, and in one 
respect not; it may enable the capitalist to work up his commodities cheaper, 
and to extend his foreign trade; but it certainly will have a tcndency to 
diminish the home trade, and I think the home trade much more important than 
t.he foreign. 

" 3286.-When the labouring class in the country receive good wages; does not 
the demand for manufactured goods on the part of that class form one of the best 
markets a manufacturer has ?-I think it forms a very important part of the 
market for manufactured goods of a cheap kind, 

" 3287.-Would you say that any country could be a prosperous country 
without having' a degree of demand existing amongst the labouring classes ?-I 
think not; it would only be partially prosperous." 

It is sometimes laid down, that if any class of labourers be rejected as un
necessary in any particular employment, they will be absorbed in some other 
branch of industry. But the evidence before Your Committee induces them to 
believe that there is generally such a glut of labour throughout the country, 
as to leave no hope of such absorption by transferance from one employment to 
another, Witnesses were asked, \Y11Pthrl' there was any chance of those re-
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dundant paupers in their respective districts findin~ employment elsewhere, 
and the uniform answer was, that if they did go out In search of labour, they 
were returned on the parishes and districts after an ineff~ctual effort.. In this 
part of the subject it is necessary not to overl~ok the difficulty. and mcon~e
nience of taking men from one class of occupatIOn, and expectmg them Im
mediately to adjust themselves to another. 

In such case of admitted redundancy, Your Committee are aware that the 
doctrine frequently employed is, that it must correct itself by the mortality which 
diminished food and comfort must produce in the classes of the population in 
which such redundancy exists. Your Committee would be most unwilling, in any 
degree, to encourage the opinion, that it was not in the strictest sense the duty 
of a poor man to estimate his means of providing for a family before he places 
himself in a situation to have one to provide for; but maintaining, in the 
sirictest sense, the necessity of enforcing that salutary principle, Your Com
mittee think that the ordeal through which the redundant population must pass 
before this kind of remedy can be administered, is one which cannot be con
templated by any wisc Government with indifference. 

It is under this state of things that Emigration appears to Your Committee 
to be a remedy well worth consideration, whether with reference to the im
proved condition of the population at home, and the saving of that expense 
which as it appears to Your Committee is now incurred in maintaining a portion 
of them, or with respect to the prosperity of our Colonies, increasing thereby 
the general prosperity of the Empire. And they consider the resource of 
Emigration still more valuable, inasmuch as, unle~s the evidence taken before 
Your Committee, in itself of the very highest authority, shall prove to be 
inaccurate, the expense of Emigration as a national measure will be limited to 
the mere lending of the capital of the country, with :the certainty of not only 
an indirect but a direct return. 

v. -The expediency of a Pecuniary Advance, in the 
nature of a Loan, for the purpose of facilitatino- a 
regulated system of Emigration. The probabilityb of 
repayment of such a Loan, and the inducements 
which the Colonies would have to facilitate such 
repa!ment. The succes~ ?f former Emigrations, as 
bearmg upon the probabIlity of repayment. 

1St. THE e.l]Jediency of a pecuniary advance ill the t t 
I'. °IOt l ,1a lire of a loan, to JaCI I ate a 1'egu ated c\ljstrm of Emigration. 

1~ OUR CO~UllTTEE, taking into consideration the evide 0 

received of the state of the population in II' l d P nee which they have 
well as the nature of the colonial evid ~ ~1, Jllgland, and Scotland, as 
Emigrations of 18:l3 and ISo):; and th encebwbl~lo respect to the success of the 

-.J> eproalltyoffit -
they will presently refer are prepared d' to I u ure success, to which 
d o' IS mct y to recommend 0 

a vance, III the nature of a loan for the p ff: .. 0 a pecumary 
, urpose 0 aClhtatmg Emigration. 

In order to show practically how such a I . h 
oan miD" t operate Your C . 

propose to state a hypothetical case of I " d ' ommlttee 
£ 0 240,000. in the year 1828-"9. of £ a,~ oan a. vanced to the extent of 

-, . 3v o,00o. m the year I ~29-30; and 

of 
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of £.54°,000. in the year 1830-31 ; in the aggregate, £.1,140,000. These 
sums to· be applied to the purpose of Emigration, in the manner which Your 
Committee will proceed to describe. 

The interest at four per cent upon £. 1,140,000. amounts to £. 45,600; the 
interest at 5 per cent (that is, four per cent, with a sinking fund of one per cent) 
amounts to £. 5i ,000; but at the present price of the funds this annual interest 
would be less. as it is calculated on the presumption of the funds not being 
higher than 75. Your Commitee do not presume to suggest how an Emigra
tion loan (were it to be decided upon) should be raised, or when raised in what 
manner it should be charged; but for the purpose of bringing their proposition 
to a practical issue, let it be supposed that this sum of £. 1,140,000. is raised 
in certain proportions during three successive years; namely, the first year 
commencing October 1828 and terminating in October 1829, the second year 
terminatiJ;)g in October 1830, the third year terminating in October 1831 ; and 
in the following proportions during each period: 

ANNUAL Il\'TEREST 
CAPITAL at 5 pH Cent, 

PERIODS. 
to be raised. that is 4 per Cent. and a 

Sinking Fund of 1 per Cent 

£. £. 

First Period - t 8~8-1829 240 ,000 12,000 

Second do - 1829-1830 3 60,000 18,000 

Third do - 183°-1831 540 ,000 '27,000 

£. 1,140 ,000 57,000 

In this case, on or before October 1831, a capital will have been raised of 
£'1,140,000. Your Committee now propose to suggest the manner in whieh 
this capital of £. 1,140,000. might be applied for the purposes of Emigration, 
and which may be conveniently illustrated by the following Table: 

CAPITAL AMOUNT 
Familits Persons, 

necessary to effect of INTEREST 

YEARS. of Emigrants allowing Five to their locatiun at 5 per Cellt, of 

each Family. at £.60 which 1 per Cent is 
to be locGlted. 

tor each family. to form 
8 Sinking Fund. 

i. I. 
1828-1829 - 4,000 20,000 240 ,000 12,000 

1829-1830 - 6,000 3 0 ,000 3 60,000 18,000 

1830-18,31 - g,ooo 45,000 540 ,000 27,000 

19,000 95,000 1,140 ,000 157,000 

The transaction then will stand thus:- Let the consolidated fund be sup .... /· 
posed to be charged with an outlay of £. .57,000. for that period, which will 
enable a sinking fund of one per cent to liquidate a loan of £. 1,11 (),OOO; on 
the other hand, if the annual payments by the Emigrant:-, to which Your Com-

5.50. C :2 mittee 
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mittee will presently refer, be transferred to the accoun.t of the cons?lidated 
fund for the period of thirty years, the country will neither be a gamer nor 
a loser by this transaction, as a mere pecuniary transaction, I~asmuch as s~p
posing an equality of the rate of interest to pervade the perIod, .the annUity 
received will be equivalent to the annual outlay from the consolidated fund. 
It may perhaps be observed, that the removal of 19,000 families would produce 
little effect in remedying the redundancy of any superabundant portion of the 
population in the mother Country; and Your Committee feel that it would be 
extremely difficult, ifnot dangerous, to attempt to lay down, with any pretension 
to accuracy, the precise number of the population which it might be necessary 
to remove for such a purpose. The progress of the measure would furnish 
the best commentary upon that point; but under any circumstance it would 
be necessary to commence with comparatively small numbers, and to increase 
them progressively. The principle of increase in this hypothetical proposition 
is, that each succeeding year should carry out Emigrants in the ratio of 4, 6, 
and 0, in other words, increasing in the proportion of one half, as compared 
with thc number of the preceding year; and it appears to Your Committee, 
from the lIecessity of fuod preceding population, that whatever number may be 
,elected for the experiment of the first yeal', the successive Emigrations must be 
regulated by some principle of this nature. With respect to the numbers that 
might be sent in the first year, pro\ided au equate means be taken for preparing 
for their reception, and provided that the expense of food, in consequence of 
their numbers, be not increased beyond the rate of the estimate, no necessary 
limitation would be prescribed. The loan suggested by Your Committee has 
reference to numbers which it would be clearly practicable to locate. The 
propos~l, a~ involved in this hypothetical case, stands thus :-the first year, 
4,000 families; the second, 6,000; the third, 0,000; making in the whole 
19,000. If, after that period, Parliament were disposed to carryon Emigra
tion in the same ratio, the number of families to be removed in progressive 
years, would .amount as follows :-the fourth year, 13,500; the fifth year, 
20,'250; the Sixth year, 30,) i!i; the seventh year, 45,562' the eia-hth 08 343' . ., , 0", 
and .I~ these. sums be a~ded toget~er, ~hey will form an aggregate of J 97,030 

families, which, multiplied by ,5, wdl give 985,150 individuals. 

. I~ thi~ estimate no calculation is made for the casual, collateral or unlocated 
EmigratIOn; although as an auxiliary circumstance, it will operate tog th 

tl I t d E · . . , e er 
\\'1 I regu a e . IUlgratlOn, 111 lesseninO" the redundant populatio t 
siderable extent. b n 0 a Con-

It appeal:s, then, that for an annual outlay of £. 57,000, for a limited period 
uf years, n111eteen thousand families may be located in th B 't' h N h 
\ . C l' . e n IS ort 

"meflcan 0 ollles; and If the principle~ laid down b ,"' C . 
. h 'y lOur omrruttee be 

correct 111 t :mselves, and duly acted upon in the selection of those J 000 
families or n111ety-five thousand persons if th . 9, 

d ., ose persons are In the strictest 
sens~ r~ u~dant labourers in the mother Country, their abstraction will 
no dlmlllutIon of pr0duction whereas thel'r p' create 

. ,. resence Imposes upon th 
mu.mty a he~? annual expense, the extent of which it is difficult to e com-
ThiS propositIOn therefore involves the I t' f analyze. 

oca IOn 0 J 9 000 . t I 
heads of families consistin of five ' emlgran seU ers, 

if the following Scale of p~gresSiv~~~~~itea~:~ ~:d !t will be perceive~, that 
case of a sina-Ie head of a f'l d Y . . p yment, calculated In the 

. 0 ami y, an spreadmg Itself over a . d f I 
thirty years, be reali:ed the £ I 140 '11 h perlO 0 on y 

• . . '." ,000. WI ave been actuall r ·d. 
the receipts of thiS thirty years annuity will restore th C ~ lep~ ,and 
toc::ether With 4 per cent accruing interest upon that capita~. aplta a vanced, 
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AMOUNT to be received from the ditTerellt AGGREGATE 
AMOUNT set!' of Emigrants, forming 19,000 Familie!l, located AMOUNT 

to be in the 'pace of 3 Years. Vide preceding Table. 
of Sums to be 

annually received 
YEAR received 

I' 

~-- , in liquidation 
from First Second Third of the Sums of 

Ending 
One Family set of ~et of set of 

£. Year. 
'240 ,000 • 18.8 

in located in 

I 

EmigraHt), Emigrants, Emigrauts, 3 60,000 - 18'9 
18.8. 18·9· 1°3°· 

540 ,000 ~ 1830 
October 18.8. 1,14°,000 

- -_.-
'--------..------J 

----~- , ---

£. s. d. £. £. f. £. 

1828 to 1829 nil. nil. nil. nil. nil. 

nil. nil. nil. 
~ 

nil. nil. 1830 

1831 - 10 - 2,000 nil. nil. e,ooo 

183 2 1 - - 4,000 3,000 nil. 7,000 

1833 1 10 - 6,000 6,000 4,50 0 16,500 

1834 2 - - 8,000 9,000 6,000 26,000 

1835 2 10 - 10,000 12,000 13,500 35,500 

1836 3 - - 12,000 15,000 18,000 45,000 

1837 3 10 - 14,000 18,000 22,50 0 54,5{JO 

183 8 4 - - 16,000 21,000 27,000 64,000 

1839 4 10 - 18,000 24,000 3 1,000 73,500 

1840 5 - - 20,000 27,000 36 ,000 83,000 

1841 5 - - 20,000 30 ,000 40 ,500 90,500 

1842 5 - - 20,000 30 ,000 45,000 95,000 

1843 .5 - - 20,000 3 0 ,000 45,000 95,000 

1844 5 - - 20,000 30 ,000 45,000 95,000 

1845 .5 - - 20,000 30 ,000 45,000 95,000 

1846 5 - - 20,000 30 ,000 45,000 95,000 

1847 :'j - - 20,000 3 0,000 45,000 95,000 

1848 5 - - 20,000 30 ,000 45,000 95,000 

1849 5 - - 20,000 30,000 45,000 95,000 

1850 5 - - 20,000 30,000 45,000 95,000 

185 1 5 - - 20,000 30 ,000 45,000 9,'j,000 

J852 5 - - 20,000 30 ,000 4.5,000 95,000 

1853 5 - - 20,000 30,000 45,000 95,000 

1854 5 - - 20,000 30 ,000 45,000 95,000 

t855 5 - - ~o,ooo 30 ,000 45,000 95,000 

1856 5 - - 20,000 30 ,000 45,000 95,000 

1857 5 - - 20,000 30 ,000 45,000 95,000 

185 8 5 - - 20,000 30 ,000 45,000 95,000 

1859 5 - - 20,000 30 ,000 45,°00 95,000 

1860 . . . - . - 30 ,000 45,000 75,000 

1861 - . - - - - - - - 45,000 45,000 

The House will not fail to perceive, on reference to the above Table, that at 
the end of three years, the four thousand heads of families located in the first 
year will be called upon to pay £. 2,000; and upon the fact and facility of that 
payment will depend the probability of future annual payments being'realized 
according to the scale proposed. In the fourth year the first set of Emigrants 
will have to pay £. 4,000. and the second set £.3,000. and so on. 

lt will also be observed, that under this Table the Settler is not called upon to 
make any repayment until he has been actually located for the space of three 
years, reckoning 1828 as the year of his location. He is in 1831 to pay in 

550 • C 3 money 
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money or produce the value of ten shillings; and each succeeding year an ad

ditional ten shillings, until the annual payment amounts to £·5· when it is to 

remain stationary, and no longer to be paid in kind, but in money. Your 

Committ.ee propose that the Emigrant should at all times have the option of 

redeeming the whole of his annual payment; but that he should also have four 

special opportunities of redeeming portions thereof. If he were to have at all 

periods the opportunity to redeem a portion, it might produce complexity in the 

accounts. He might be allowed to redeem one quarter, one half, or three

fourths of this annuity payment at his own option, at the stated periods, and 

this permission would operate as a stimulus to his industry. 

It is superfluous to remark, that in case of his non-redemption, the pro

posed scale of annual payments for thirty years will of course redeem the original 

£.60. advanced in his location. 

2d. The Probability of tile repaymellt of the loan; and the inducements which 

the Colollies have to facilitate slIch repayment. 

For the purpose of explaining fully to the House the degree of probability ot 

success which would attend an Emigration upon the principles recommended 

by Your Committee, and the probability of repayment by each individual 

Emigrant of his part of the expense incurred, Your Committee beg to call the 

particular attention of the House to the following Queries, which were put to 

ten of the principal Colonial Witnesses examined before them, and to which 

those 'Vitnesses returned separate answers in writing. 

Query? 
First :-Taking the whole rangeofthe 

North:\merican Colonies, and reducin f1 

them to one common average, do yo~ 
think it would be safe to estimate the 

expense necessary for the satisfactory 

location of an Emigrant family, of a 

man, woman and three children, at less 

than £.60. per family, such expense to 

be incurred after their landing at a co

lonial port: 

NAMES OF WITNESSES 

Examined before the Committee. 

1. J. Sewell, Esq. Chief Justice of LOwer} 
Canada - - - _ _ _ 

~. The Venerable Archdeacon Strachan, D.D.l. 
of Upper Canada - - - -J 

3· \Y. B. Felton, Esq. of the Legislativel. 
Council of Lower Canada - - -f 

4· P. Robin~on, Superintendent, 'and of the} 
. ExecutIve Council, Upper Canada _ 

5· ClI:pt. Marshall, Superintendent of the Mi-} 
!ltary Settlements, Upper Canada _ 

6. J. Howe, Esq. Deputy Postmaster General} 
of Nova Scotia _ _ _ _ _ 

7· A. C. Buchanan, Esq. Merchant, of Lower "\ 
Canada - - - - - _ f 

8. B. P. Wagner, Esq. Merchant, of Lower"\ 

Canada - - - - - -J 
9· Mr. Roswell Mount, Deputy Land Sur-} 

\'eyor, Upper Canada _ _ _ 

10. Captain WeatherIey, half pay, Justice of1 

the Peace for the District of Bathurst ./ 
Upper Canada _ ~ j 

Note:-This query involve~ the supposition, 
that the expense of passage IS never lo be in
curred by GoYernment, but is, in all cases to be" 

paid by the parties interested in the remo;al of a 

superabundant population; and that the Emi

gran~'s family have been approved ,!/by an Agent 

appointed ?y Government to examine all pro
posed EmIgrants. All the expenses and cir
cumst.ances of the passage to be entirely inde
~endent of~overnment assistance or responsibi_ 

Iaty. No ~mlgrant. would be entitled to Govern
men~ assistance III the Colonies who had not 

receIved a voucher from a Government Agent 

at hOllie, t.hat such Emigrant and family were 

proper subjects for receiving Government assist
ance. 

ABSTRACT OF ANSWERS. 

Thinks it would not be safe to estimate th 
expense at less than £.60. e 

Thinks £.60. necessary. 

Th inks not less than £.60. necessary. 

Thinks £.60. on an average necessary 

Thinks, on an average for Upper and Lowe 
Canada, that £.60. is necessary. r 

Thinks the estimate a fair one. 

!hinka in the near districts that £. . f 
ficlent. . ;>0. IS su -

Thinks £.60. sufficient. 

£.l?o~es not think it sare to estimate less than 
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QUERY? 
Secondly :-Do you mainly concur in the ne-

cessity of assistan.ce to the valLle of (.. 60. f~r
nished to the EmIgrant more or less III the tol
lowing proportions? 

Arerage Estimate '!Ithe Expense '!Isetllillg a Family, consist
ing '!I one Man, Olie Woman, and three Children, in the 
British North American Prot,incps; distinguishing the 
'Various item. '!I ExpeJ,diturc. 

Expenses of conveyance from the port uf disembarkation 
to place of location - - .. - £.10 - -

Provisions, viz. rations for Ij months for I man, 
1 woman and 3 children, at 1 lb. of flour and 
1 lb. of pork for each adult, and half that 
quantity for each child, making 3 t rations 
per diem, pork being at £.4 per baIl'el and 
flour at £.1. 5 ,'. per banel - 40 G 10 

Freight of provisions to place of settlement I 10 10 

House for each family 2 

Implements, &c. 
4 Blankets 
1 Kettle 

£.- 14 -
5 1'0 

1 Fryillg-pan 
3 Hoes 
1 Spade 
1 Wedge 

4 
2 

1 Auger -
1 Pick-axe 
2 Axes 

- - II 

Proportion of Grindstone, 
Whipsaw and cross-cut 
Saw - - - -

Freight and charges on 
- 14 

ditto 15 per cent - - 10 

Sterling 
Cow 

3 
ti 
!J 
4-

2 

Medicines and medical attendance -
- 4- 10 

Seed corn 
Potatoes, 5 bush. at 2S. 6d. 

G 
- - 12 6 

- J4 
Proportion of the expense of building for the depot 1 

Ditto for clerks, iisuers, and surveyors to show the 
lots - 5 

£.60. sterling is equal to 

NAMES OF WITNESSES 
Exa.mined before the Committee. 

£.66 13 4 

Note :-Something in the nature of this Schedule, appli
cable to the special circumstances of the location of each 
pal't~cular emigrant,. would b~ delivered to him upon his 
landIng; and upon his presentIng a voucher to the Emigra
tion Agent at the colonial port, showing that he had been 
approv~d as .an Emigrant, and upon his expressing his wish 
tu receive this sort of loan in kind. In case of this occur
rin.g, he would be called upon to sign the security adverted 
to In the next query, and then conveyed to his location at 
the Government expense. As two children are considered 
equal to the expense of an adult, if the family consisted of 
a widower and five children, or in any other variety of pro
portion, regulated by this principle of equivalent, would not 
the £. (io. be equally necessary? Every lot must have a 
working head of a family upon it, who must become rospon
sible for the interest. 

ABSTRACT OF ANSWERS. 

1. J. Sewell, Esq. Does not doubt the correctnesii of the Estimate. 

2. The Yen. Archdeacon Strachan, D. D. -

3. W. B. Felton, Esq. 

4. P. Robinson, Esq. 

5. Capt. Marshall 

6. J. Howe, Esq. 

7. A. C. Buchanan, Esq. 

8. B. P. Wagner, Esq. 

9. Mr. Roswell Mount 

10. Capt. Weatherley 

DO 
DO 
Do 

DO 

DO 

Thinks that £.48. 10 B. sufficient in the near 
Districts. 

Thinks £. Go. sufficient, expended as stated. 

Concurs with the Estimate. 

Mainly concurs with the Estimate. 
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QUElty? 

Thirdly :-Do you consider that any 

sort of practical difficulty will exi,t in 

taking an unexpensive and simple secu

rity from the Emigrant, both personal 

as well as a lien upon his land, for the 

paymentof£·4. per annum interest, being 

at the rate of 5 per cent upon the sum 

of £. 80. or in other words upon the 

sum of £.60. improved by deferred 

interest for seven years to the sum of 

£. 80, interest being only calculated in 

that instance at £.4. per cent? 

NAMES OF WITNESSES 

Examined before the Committee. 

1. J. Sewell, Esq. 

2. The Ven. Archdeacon Strachan, D. D. _ 

3· W. B. Felton. Esq. 

4· P. Robinson, Esq. 

5. Capt. Marshall 

6. J. Howe, Esq. 

,. A. C. Buchanan, Esq. _ 

8. B. P Wagner, E"I' 

9· Mr. Roswell Mount 

10. Capt. Weatherley _ 

QUERY I 

Note :-Every pains must be taken to explain 

to the Emigrant, that the accepta,nce of the 

loan is to be entirely voluntary on his part, pre

cisely the same as if any individual in hi~ own 

country had proposed, from motives of charity •. 

to advance him a loan of equal amount, upon 

the same principle of repayment. 

ABSTRAcr OF ANSWERS. 

Does not think that any difficulty will exist. 

provided legislative provisions be made for 

Lower Canada. 

Thinks there will be no difficulty on proper 

e"planations being given to the Emigrant. 

Same opinion as Chief Justice Sewell. 

Thinks there will be no difficulty, if the deed 

be withheld till half the money be paid. 

Thinks there will be no difficulty. 

D" 

Recommends two securities to be required, 

and thinks there will be no difficulty. 

Thinks there will be no difficulty. 

D" 
DO 

Note :-The mode of estimating the value of 

the produce of. the Set~ler"s farm in money. 

would be by a slmp~e estImate ~f market price, 

ma~e under preSCrIbed regulatIOns in the Co

lonies. and assessing produce with reference to 

such value. 

Fourthly :-Do you consider that the 

Emigrant settler, if not called upon to 

pay any interest for the space of seven 

years, will have any difficulty whatever 

in affording to pay £. 4. per annum, at 

the expiration of that period, in money 

or ~oney " .worth, that is, in grain and" pork of a merchantable 

qua~lty, estlm~ted upon a given principle of arbitration, such 

Emigrant .ha~mg always a power at his own option of paying 

off the pn~clpal of £. 80 in instalments of £. 20. each, in 

money, until the whole of the original loan be discharged? 

NAMES OF WITNESSES 

Examined before the Committee. 

~~~--.
 

1. J. Sewell. Esq. 

2. The Veil. Archdeacon Strachan, D.O. 

3· W. B. Felton, Esq. 

4- P. Robinson. Esq. 

5· Capt. Marshall 

6. J. Howe, Esq. 

7· A. C. Buchanan, Esq. _ 

8. B. P. Wagner, E'q. 

~I· ~lr. Roswell MouDt 

10. Capt. Weatherley _ 

ABSTRACT OF ANSWERS. 

Thinks the Emigrant will be able to pay. 

Has no doubt ~f the ability to pay intere.t. 

an~ recommends mstalments of £.5. to be re

cel;ed for the payment of the principal. 

Thmks there will be no difficulty. 

Do 
D' 
D' 
D" 

. Recommends £: .'i .• instalments to be received 

bIn paymd.emnt ?f pnnClpal, and thinks there will 
eno I cUlty. 

Thillh there ;.ill be no diffiCUlty. 

Is confident there will be no difficulty. 
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QUERY? 

Fij~hly: Are you of opinion that if 
this proposition be adequately explained 
to the Pauper Emigrant, and if he be 
made conclusively to understand that it 
is not a rent for his land, but a payment 
of interest upon a loan of money lent to 
him at his own request, which loan has 
been advanced to him in kind and not 
in money, that he would be in any de
gree disposed to resist the payment of 
this interest, it being explained to him 
that at any time he has the power of 
exonerating himself from such payment, 
by the payment of £. Ro ) 

NAMES OF WITNESSES 

Examined before the Committee. 

1. J. Sewell, Esq. 

"2. The Ven. Archdeacon Strachan, D. D. -
3. W. B. Felton, Esq. 
4. P. Robinson, Esq. -
5. Capt. Marshall 
6. J. Howe, Esq. 
7. A. C. Buchanan, E!q. -
8. B. P. Wagner, Esq. 
g. Mr. Roswell Muunt 

10. Capt. Weatherley -

QUERY? 

Si.l,thly :-In case of the death of the 
Emigrant at any period during the seven 
years or after it, do you think there 
would be any doubt as to the security 
of the improved land being an adequate 
value for the loan advanced upon) 

NAMES OF WITNESSES 

Examined before the Committee. 

1. J. Sewell, Esq. 

2. The Ven. Archdeacon Strachan, D.D. • 

J. W. B. Felton, Esq. 
4. P. Robinson, Esq. 
5. Capt. Marshall 
6. J. Howe, Esq. 
7. A. C, Buchanan, Esq. 

8. B. P. Wagner, Esq. 
g. Mr. Roswell Mount 

10. Capt. Weatharley 
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Note:-This question might not appear murf: 
necessary to be put to a Colonial witness, than 
to any other witness; but it has reference to the 
disinclination naturally felt to the payment of 
rent, in countries under the circumstances of 
our North American Colonies, which contain an 
indefinite extent of unoccupied land of a fertile 
quality. 

ABST/UCI' OF ANSWEn~. 

Thinks there will be no disposition in the 
Emigrant to resist the payment. 

DO 
DO 
D" 
Do 

D" 

Il" 
DO 
D" 

D" 

Note :-For example, supposing the head of 
a family to die, and the wife and children to 
abandon the lot; would an incoming tenant be 
able and willing to pay the interest at the end 
of the seven years, he of course availing himself 
of the improvements that had taken place upon 
that particular lot. 

ABSTRACT OF ANSWERS. 

Has no doubt, when the value of the im
provements amount to the lum lent. 

Thinks the improvements will be sufficient 
security. 

Do 
DO 
DO 
D" 

Doubts the value nf the security until the end 
of 4 years, when it will be good and sufficient. 
Thinks the land sufficient security. 

D 

D" 
D" 
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QUERY? 

Scventld!J:-Are you of opinion that 
any sort of practical difficulty will be 
found in the levy of this interest, sup
posing such lev.v to be made under the 
directions of the Governor? 

NAMES OF \Y1TNESSES 

Examined before'the Committee. 

1. J. Sewell, Esq. 

2. The Ven. Archdeacon Strachan, D.D. 

3. W. B. Felton 

4. P. Rollinson, E'q. 

5. Capt.:\1 arshall 

6. J. Howe, Esq. 

7. A. C. Buchanan, Esq. -

8. B. P. Wagner, Esq. 

9· :\1 ... Roswell :\Iount 

10. Capt. Weatherley 

QUERY; 

Eighthly:- What would Le the 
;lH:rage expense per cent, upon the 
collection of the interest? 

NA}IES OF WIrNESSES 

Examined before the ComlUitt~e. 

1. J. Sewell, Esq. 

2. The Veil. Archdeacon Strachan, D.D. _ 

3. W. B. Felton, Esq. 

4. P. Robinson, E;q. 

5. Capt. :Ylarshall 

G. J. Howe, Esq. 

7. A. C. Buchanan, Esq. _ 

8. n. P. Wagner, Esq. 

9. Mr. Roswell MOllnt 

10. Capt. Weatherlt,y 

ABSTRACT OF ANSWERS. 

When aided by legislative provisions, tl\ere 
will be no difficulty. 

Thinks there will be no difficulty. 

Do 

DO 
DO 

DO 

DO 
Do 

Is 110t informed on this subject. 

Thinks there will be no difficulty. 

ABSTRACT OF ANSWERS. 

Thinks not less than 6 per cent. 

Per~,,:ps 5 per cent, if collected by the local 
authOfitles. 

15 per cent, but about 5 per cent if collected 
by local authorities. 

5 per cent. 

5 per cent, if collected in money. 

5 per cent. 

From 5 to 7! per cent if in mone and 
from 10 to 15 per cent if in produce. y, 

2 f pe~ cent in money, and from 5 to 10 
per cent III produce. 

Not informed. 

2 f per cent in money 10 per cent if paid. 
in kind. ' 
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QUERY? 

Nintlzly:-Are you of opinion that 
there would be any sort of indisposition 
on the part of the colonial legislatures 
to give every facility to the levy of this 
interest, in consideration of the extreme 
advantages to the colony which must 
arise from the introduction of a regu
lated system of Emigration, consisting of 
properly selected Emigrants at a proper 
period of life, who have left their olVn 
country under the circumstance of therc 
being no demand for their labour? 

;\.LllES OF WITNESSES 

Examined beforE' the Committee. 

1. J. Sewell, Esq. 

2. The Ven. Archdeacon Strachan, D.D. 
3. W. B. Felton, Esq. 

4. P. Robinson, Esq. 

5. Capt. Marshall 

G. J. Howe, Esq. 

7. A. C. Euchanan, Esq. -

8. B. P. Wagner. £sq. 

g. Mr. Roswell Mount 

10. Capt. Weatherley -

QUERY? 

TCl1thly :-Do you conceive, in point 
of fact, that this proposal of advancing 
capital to the Emigrants, in other words 
to the Colony, differs from any specu
lation which might be made, of advancing 
capital in any colonial enterprize, whe
ther on loan or in mines, for which the 
capitalist would naturally require a re
munerating interest? 

NA~IES OF WITNESSES 

Examined before the Committee. 

1. J. Sewell, Esq. 

2. The Ven. Archdeacon Strachan, D.D. 
3. W. B. Felton, Esq. 

4. P. Robinson, Esq. -

5. Capt. Marshall 

6. J. Howe, Esq. 

j. A. C. Buchanan, ESll. 

8. B. P. Wagner, E'q. 

9· :VIr. Roswell Mount 

10. Capt. Weatherley _ 

Note:-Th0 Colonies would benefit exclusively 
from all the productions which might be the re
sult of Emigration, with the exception of tlte 
interests and repayments, which must neces
sarily be a w,:'! small part of the actual wealth 
created, as is shown by the concurrent testimony 
of all the Colonial Witnesses. 

ABSTRACT OF AI'SII EllS. 

Think. there will be no difficulty. 
DO 

D· 
DO 

lJ" 

Note:-If an individual, or a company in 
England advanced £.100,000. on a Mine, or on a 
Canal, they would expect to receive interest upon 
their capital; but could the Colonists complain 
of a remittance to England of that interest? 

ABSTRACT OF ANSWERS. 

Thinks there is no difference. 

D" 

D" 

D" 

D" 

D' 

D ., 



THIRD REPORT FROM THE SELECT CO:\I:VUTTEE 

QUERY; . ' 

Eleventhly :-Whether III . the I~
stance of individuals advancmg theIr 
capital, a higher ratl' of intere"t would 
not be expected; and whether such 
interest would not be expected to cO,m
mcnce at a much earlier period than alter 
the la pse of seven years; 

v t . _ The proposition herein made is, to ad
"' 0 C. e . and vance 60l. free of interest lor seven yeals, 

then to charge interest at the rnte of 61. 13~· :t- d• 
er cent, that is 6.J- p~r cent upon the oTlgmal 

~ I' b t as it is mtended that the mother 
tio .• u I' t I 
Country should susta.in no ~ tlma e oss upon 
these loans, -the EmIgrant. IS called upon to 
repay a capital sum of 80 I. mstead of 60 l., and 
is called upon to pay 4t. per a.nnum, at the ~nd 
of seven years, upon that capIta! of 80l., bemg 
at the rate of st. pCI' cent upon It. 

The case, then, as between the lender an.d the 
Emigrant, supposing it to be an individual c"se, stands simply 

thus '-- b t the 
I iend YOIl 60t. free ~f i~terest, for seven yea~s, . u . as d 'n 

colonial rate of interest IS SIX per cent, I should ue Ju~tlfi~ If 
calling U on you to pay 31. 12 s. for this sum at the explratl,:,n 0 

the first Pear. but as I wish you to employ your means exclUSively 
in impl'o~ing 'your land, I will remit YOI.I all mterc~t for seven years, 
and then I will charge you with an Jntere~t 01.4l. per annum 
instead of the sum of 31. 12S.; and at any lime, If you choose ~o 
relieve yourself from this annual payment of 4/. or parts of It, 
you may diminish it to the extent of 1 I. b,y every 20~. that you 
pay by instalments in liquidation of the capItal debt of 80 t., that 
is, of 60 I. improved to the value of 80 l. in consequence of seven 
years deferred illterest. 

NAMES OF WITNESSES 

Examined before the Committe{', ABSTRACT OF ANSWERS. 

I. J. Sewell, E,'1. 

2. The Yen. Archdeacon Strachan, D. D. 
3. W. B. Felton, Esq. 
4. P. Robinson, Esq. 
5. Capt. Marsball 
6. J. Howe, Esq. 
7. A. C. Buchanan, Esq. 
8. B. P. Wagner, Esq. 
g. Mr. Roswell Mount 

10. Capt, Weatherley -

Thinks individuals would require an imme
diate return but thev cannot take morc than 
6 pel' cent, 'the legal "interest. 
Individuals would take compound interest. 
Individuals would require larger profit. 

- Ditto. 
- Ditto. 
- Ditto. 
- Ditto. 
- Ditto 
- Ditto. 
- Ditto·. 

It will be seen upon reference to all the above Answers, that one opinion pre
vails among all the Witne"es respecting the ability of the Settler to pay, if not 
in money at least in produce, the sum advanced upon the system above laid 
down. Your Committee are however aware that difficulties have practically 
been experienced, both in Canada and the United States, in obtaining the pay
ment of the proceeds of land; and although they would draw, as they are war
ranted to do, from the concurrence of all the witnesses, a wide distinction 
between the payment of rent for land, and the liquidation of a debt actually 
incurred and charged with legal interest, Your Committee are so anxious to 
avoid the imputation of acting hastily upon visionary and theoretical schemes, 
that they hesitate to express to the House that full conviction of eventual re
payment which nevertheless the body of the e\'idence would seem to warrant. 
At the same time they would not feel themselves justified in recommending to 
the House a national outlay of this nature without a prospect of direct 
return; and while th(~; feel that there is that degree of probability which allows 

them 

,. The Answers of :\Ir. Hayes (a merchant in Upper Canada) to all of these Queries 
will be found in the Appendix. They were received too late to be abstracted, Mr. Haye~ 
lJI'IIl~ in Ireland; but he mainly concurs in the Answers given by the other Witnesses. 
and ,trictly '0 on the subject of repayment by the Emigrant. 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 29 

them to recommend an experiment for three years, the experience of the last of 
those years will afford a strong presumption how far it may be safe or advisable 
to continue and extend the system, or rest satisfied with the advantage, be it 
what it may, of the removal of the number proposed to be taken within three 
years, without incurring any further national outlay. Your Committee are 
satisfied that the repayment in kind will at once afford a stimulus to the industry 
of the Settler, and facilitate his power of repayment. 

The advantage of the principle of annuity payment, as proposed in the last 
section, over the more apparently simple principle of an absence of all payment 
for seven years, and the commencement at that period of an annual payment of 
£.4. per annum, redeemable at any time upon the payment of a capital of £. So. 
appears to Your Committee to consist in the following points :-1 st, That it 
will call from the Settler a payment at the period of the termination of the third 
year of his location. :.?(lly, That if such payment should be actually made 
in the third and fourt.h years, the strongest possible security will be afforded of 
the continuat.ion of this annual payment, progressively increasing to the sum of 
£.5. and the consequent realization of the plan of entire repayment; for this 
ratio of progressive increase will be in proportion to, but below the increased 
capacity of the Settler to pay, and he will not find any sudden inconvenience in 
the mere circumstance of payment. 3dly, As the series of years of the annuity 
diminishes, the Settler will be called upon for a diminishing amount ofredemp
tion-fund. 4thly, No perpetual debt will be contracted between the Colonies 
and the mother Country, for the £. 4. referred to would have left a debt of £.80. 
as involved in the Queries and Answers to the colonial witnesses, notwithstand
ing any number of payments of the annual £.4.; whereas if the repayment be 
made on the principle suggested, the last year's payment of the annuity will 
cancel the whole debt; in other words, if the payment should be realized, 
and the money paid into a fund to accumulate, that fund, at the end of the 
thirty years, supposing the price of stocks to remain the same, would purchase 
out the remaining part of the long annuity; therefore the whole transaction 
would virtually terminate at that period: but if the more probable result happens 
and the Emigrant should redeem his annuity, this transaction will be accom
plished at a probably earlier period. 

It will be perceived, from an examination of the Evidence in detail, that no 
doubt is expressed by the witnesses, of the capacity of the Emigrant to repay, 
according to the scale recommended, commencing at the rate of lOS. per annum 
in the third year, and progressively increasing to the extent of £.5. per annum. 

Your Committee beg most distinctly to be understood, that they rest their 
case entirely upon the presumed co-operation and assistance of the Colonial 
Legislatures. Unless this can be obtained, they feel that repayment would be 
impracticable; if it be obtained, they entertain confident hopes that it may be 
reduced to a regular and effective system; and though they could not go so far 
as to require a g'uarantee upon the part of the Colonial Legislatures, they should 
expect them to make such provisions as should tend to enforce and secure the 
validity of the engagements made. Nor, upon a very mature examination of the 
subject, can Your Committee be induced to conceive that the local Legislatures 
can have any disinclination to enter into such arrangements. The intelligent 
inhabitants of those colonies cannot fail to be aware, that when those Emigrants 
repay the loan, which is proposed to be lent to each head of a family, they will 
only repay a very small part of the wealth which they possess, and which has 
been created by their emigration. They will be aware also, that the projected 
Emigration will consist exclusively of able-bodied healthy persons, selected 
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upon system in the mother Country, and introduced upon. system .into .the 
Colony, and that it is not to be a casual, desultory and unproVided .Eml~r.atlOn. 
Under such circumstance'-, Your Committee canllot doubt the diSpOSItIOn of 
the local Lecrislatures of the Colonies to encourage the measure, and to facilitate 
the process ~f repayment, an opinion which is expressed /lnallimous!y by the 
colonial witnesses (',amine,] before Your Committee. 

In fact Your Committee are at a loss to conceive what could be more advan
tacreou,; t~ the interests of the Colonies, than an accession of Population under 
su~h tCrIl,'. Their wealth and power will be increased infi~itely more .by s.uch 
an accl'.,,:ion, coupled with a principle of repayment practically earned mto 
efiect, than it would be supposing that no Emigration of that character, that is 
of selected Emigrants, were to take place in consequence of such repayment 
being deemed impracticable. The Colonies will have the advantage of being 
able to supply, by colonial laws, any measures of police, or of any other nature, 
which may a"i.,t in the satisfactory location of Emigrants thus proposed to be 
introduced. In case of the sum of £. 1,140,000, it can only be considered in 
the h"ht of a loall made to the Emigrants, to be applied in the most ad vanta
L!'COU, manner for the /wl/elit of the ColollY. If English capitalists were prepared 
to cmploy a sum of equal 'amount in some speculation in the Colonies, which they 
anticipated would be producti\'e, in the formation of a canal, the working of 
a mine, or the establishment of a fishery, or in any other mode, and if those 
English capitalists expected to derive ten per cent for this speculation, which 
annual profit was to be remitted to England, is it possible to suppose that the 
Colonies would object to such a remittance-that they would consider them
seh'c~ :lo:~ricvccl by it-that they would not feel themselves benefited by that 
portion of the real returns of this enterprise, which would be created and 
returned within the Colony over and above the interest remitted to the parties 
in England? 

Your Committee think that it is only necessary to have thcse views fully and 
clearly understood, and the evidence examined which has been taken, in order 
to induce the Colonies to accept with gratitude an arrangement of this nature. 
Nor do Yo~r Committee found their opinion upon mere speculative data. They 
would speCIally refer to the letter addressed to Earl Bathurst by the Macristrates 
and others ~-csi~ent in the di~trict of ~ ewcastle, in the province of Upper 
Canada, wll1ch IS to be found m the EVidence between the questions 3701 and 
J7 02 , in which they explain their view of the advantages to be derived from 
a regulated system of colonization. In the same place will also be found th 
expressions of gratitude on the part of the Irish EmioTants of 18<)5 l' the '" - ,lor e 
change effected in their situation. 

3d.-The success of fanner Emigrations, as bearing upon the probabilit or 
,-epayment. !J ~ 

h the Appendix to th~ Report of th~ Committee of 1826, will be found 
among other papers relatmo· to the EmJcrration of 18'0.0 t db' . '" '" -,), a re urn ma e y 
Mr. Peter Roblllson (under whose sUIJerintendence that E' t' . l11igra Ion was con-
ducted) relatl\'e to the settlers located by him showina- th t f 

h 
. '",. e ex ent 0 acres 

cleared, t e quantIty of produce raised by each head f 1"1 d 
f 

. . 0 a ,amI y, an the 
number 0 cattle and ho~:s m the posseSSlOn of each in th th f M _ . - . e mon 0 arch 
182l1. From an analysIs which has been made of tl at t . 
h . . . 1 re urn, It appears that 

t e jl i'Oll 21 t\· m tIle PI)"""l011 of the 120 heads of fa T . I d d . . , / . _. miles mc u e In the 
return m _"arch 1:' ~ll. amounted m value to £ - 662 6s I'd t I' 

I 
.. . I, • .,. s er mg, and that 

at t Ie eXpIratIOn of seven years from the time of th' I . h . . ell' ocatlOn, t elr capit I 
nl'"I,t be expected to amount to more than £.30,000. sterlina-

o
' It is a 

neces.5ary 
to 
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to observe, that in this first experiment many of the Emigrants were single 
men. Several of these engaged themselves as labourers, either in the Canadas, 
or in the United States, and those who proceeded to the settlement and continued 
in their location, appear from the return to have made much less progress in the 
clearing and cultivation of their land, than those settlers who had families. 
The House will observe, however, that even under these circumstances the 
estimated value of the property in possession of these 120 heads of families, at 
the end of the second year of their location, amounted to more than one half 
of the expense incurred in the transport and location of 568 individuals, at the 
rate of £.22. 1 S. 6d. each. 

The Emigration of ] 82.) consisted of 2,021). persons, among whom were 
415 heads offamilies, able-bodied, and capable of labour. They, as well as 
the Emigrants of J 82;), were taken from a part of Irelalld in which there was 
no demand whatever for their labour. It could never be pretended for 
a moment, that less production has taken place in that part of Ireland in con
sequence of their removal; but it is equally evident, that although they added 
nothing to the production, the expense of their subsistence, and that of their 
families, must have fallen upon some fund or other. Of those 4] 5 families, three 
families were very often to be found in one cabin. They were only very par
tially and occasionally employed as labourers; the greater part of them lwd no 
other means of subsistence than what was derived from casual charity, or from 
more suspicious sources; and their presence in Ireland could in no sense be 
considered as increasing the power and prosperity of the country. These 2,024 

persons were removed in the year 182.) to Canada, and the expense of their 
removal amounted to £.43,145, including their location and sustenance up to 
the period at which their first crops enabled them to provic!e for themselves. 
A very rigid estimate has been mauc of the value of the produce of their first 
year's labour, which is to be found in the "",p[1('lJ(lix to the Evidence. 
:Mr. Robinson, the superintendent, pkcl,C;"cd himself to the Committee as to the 
correctness of that calculation, which can be referred to in detail, and it 
amounts to £.] 1,2i2. 8s. This calculation is :.12d~ upon the current price of 
articles in the colony. It is not intended to be implied that they had a pro
duce to dispose of to the amount of £. 11,2i2. 8,. but that the production 
which they had created amounted to that sum. Against tlli" creation of value 
in the Colony is to be set the expenditure of the English Government, amount
to £.43,145. It appears, therefore, that the production of the Ill',-t year has 
created a value equivalent to nearly one-fourth of that sum. In the estimate, 
the produce must be considered as applied to the support of those families 
for the next year, and, therefore, not being of exchangeable value in their 
especial case; but it is calculated that that produce, together with the acci
dental resources of labour, will furnish an ample fund for their maintenance 
until another year. The 415 heads of families were located upon 41,500 
acres. At the time that the Emigrants were placed upon this land, these 
41,500 acres were utterly unproductive, yielding no annual value. The 
Government expends £.43,145. in advancing capital upon this unproductive 
land. An estimate is furnished of the first year's production, amounting 
to £. 11,2i2, incluuing not only the value of the land cleared, as estimated 
at the current price of the produce, but also the produce upon which the Emi
grant family is to live for the year, after the cessation of the Government assist
ance. The £.43,145. improved at compound interest for seven years, will 
amount to a capital sum of £. 60,7°9. The Government, therefore, at the end 
of seven years will be in the situation of having advanced a capital to the 
amount of £.60,709, for which it has received no return other than that 
advantage, be it more or less, which has been derived from the abstraction of 
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. b dy of labourers from the mother Country. If the profit of an unnecessary 0 . . 
this speculation be analysed, what will be the value of the land ~n which this 
capital has been expended, at the end o~ seve~ years? A c~lculatlOn, founded 
upon the ordinary progress of the ColOnIes, gives the follo,,:mg result,-that at 
the end of seven years those 415 heads of families, .occ.upymg 4 1,500 acre~ of 
land, will have cleared, fenced, and brought into cultivation 8,300 acres, leavmg 
33,200 uncultivated. It is a common practice in Ca~ada to let cleared land 
to a small capitalist, who, in consideration of occupymg t,he land so cleared, 
pays one-third of the yearly produce to the proprIetor. . The average yearly 
produce of an acre of cleared land in ~heat am~unts. to eighteen bushels; ~y 
the terms of the proposition, the proprIetor receives SIX bushels of wheat; SIX 

bushels of wheat at 2 s. 6d. per bushel, which is the ordinary price, amounts to 
15 s. Supposing the land to be of equal quality, whether it is actually culti
vated with wheat, or laid down in grass, the same ratio of profit accrues to the 
proprietor. This naturally justifies the estimate, that the annual value of al. 
acre of cleared land amounts to 15 s. Applying this ratio to the case of the 
Emigrant Settlers of IS::!:;, at the end of seven years they will have 8,300 acres 
of cleared land, the estimated annual profit of which amounts to £.6,225 ; but 
the interest of the money advanced by Government amounts to £. 3,035· 9s. 
consequently, after paying interest upon the money advanced by Government, 
they have a residue of £.3,189, The current annual profit of this land specu
lation, at the end of seven years, being £.6,225; if that be divided by 415, 
(the number of individual cases,) it will be seen how each head of a family 
stands in relation to this general result. The case then, individually, will 
stand thus: A pauper in the south of Ireland, for whose labour no demand 
existed, and consequently whose presence in Ireland added nothing to the 
general wealth of the country, but on the contrary, whose subsistence was a 
deduction from that wealth, was removed to a district in Upper Canada; he 
received from the Government, for himself, his wife and three children, the sum 
of £.100. sterling in kind and not in money. This £. 100. sterling has enabled 
him to cultivate a proportion of 100 acres of land; and at the end of seven 
years he will be in possession of a surplus income of £.15. per annum. 

Your Committee beg to call the attention of the House to the fact, that this 
calculation is framed upon an estimate of £. 100. per family, whereas the esti
mate which they now present with confidence to the House, is only an estimate 
of £. 60. per family. If, therefore, it be demonstrable that the Emigrant could 
pay interest upon, and repay the principal of £.1 oo-a fortim'i, it must be more 
practicable in the case of a diminished sum, where there is no reason to appre
hen~ th~t the amount of annual produce will be less; but, on the contrary, if 
~mlgrat\On be cond~ct:d on an extended scale, the more dense the population 
m the new settled distrIct, the greater the probability of the success of the Emi
grant. Your Committee beg to remind the House, that in placing a family Of 
five persons upon 100 or 50 acres of land, the ratio of the population will be 
one person for every 20 or 10 acres' whereas in parts of I I d f h . ..' re an , rom w ence 
such an emigrant populatIon might be taken, the ratio may be estimated at 20 

persons for every 10 acres, but certainly not less than one person per acre. 

Your Committee cannot conclude their observations on this p . t f' . . h " om 0 mqUlry 
Wit out express.mg then sense of the zeal, ability, and discretion with which 
Mr. Peter Robmson effected the location of the two bodies f E . . 

8 . ' 0 mlgran ts ill 
1 23 and 1825, under CIrcumstances (however inevitable) of want f . 

.. . . 0 prevlOUS 
preparatIOn, whICh would be aVOlded m future instances were E' f t 
form part of a national measure. . , mlgra IOn 0 
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VI.-BOARD OF EMIGRATION. 
WITH respect to the formation of a Board of Emigration in London, having 

agents in Ireland, Great Britain, and the Colonies, acting under its directions, 
Your Committee are prepared, under any circumstances, to express their entire 
conviction of the expediency of forming such a Board, although its duties 
may be limited or extended, according to the decision that may ultimately be 
taken on the subject of Emigration. 

Upon this subject, Your Committee would refer the House, and His Majesty's 
Government, to a letter inserted after question 42i7 in the Evidence, and ad
dressed by Mr. Buchanan to the Chairman of the Committee. This letter fur
nishes much valuable information, as well as important practical suggestions. 

Your Committee are decidedly of opinion that it would be impossible to 
accomplish that uniformity of operation which would be so necessary in a 
system of Emigration on an extended scale, unless by the establishment of 
agents duly qualified, and whose duty it would be to act under the orders of 
the Emigration Board, and the local Governments. 

Your Committee also would propose that such Emigration Board should be 
placed under the direct control of an executive department of the State, which 
would be responsible for the exercise of the important functions which such a 
Board would be called upon to discharge. 

Your Committee are of opinion that agents, duly authorized under an Emi
gration Board established in this country, should inspect, and accept or reject, 
under strict rules and impartial regulations, to which they should be subjected, 
and respecting which appeal should be allowed to the Emigration Board, all 
Emigrant families who may be candidates for Emigration, and for whose 
removal to the Colonies means may oe forthcoming from general or private 
contributions. They also propose, that for every ticket which should qualify 
an Emigrant family for Government assistance, when landed in a Colonial port, 
the sum of £. I. should be paid, which sum shou:d be applied in liquidation of 
any expenses at home, which might be incurred by the appointment of an Emi
gration Board, and of inferior agents. 

No person above the age of fifty years should be accepted as a Government 
Emigrant, except under very special circumstances. Each head of a family 
should be in a sound state of health, of good character, desirous of emigrating, 
and in want of that effective demand for his labour by which he can obtain the 
Dleans of independent subsistence. Above all, he should be a person, in con
sequence of whose removal no diminution of production would take place, 
although by such removal the expense of his maintenance would be saved to the 
community. The proportion of a man, woman, and three children, must be 
maintained, in order to give facilities for the regulation of the expense; but if 
a man, his wife, and six children, were accepted as Emigrants, a man and woman 
without any child might also be accepted, as preserving the proportion, and so on. 
Every head of a family arriving in the Colony, should have a choice as to whether 
he would accept the accommodation offered to him ill the way of a loan in kind. 
He s~ould be distinctly informed, upon his arrival in the Colony, that if a demand 
should exist for his labour among the population there, and if he preferred 
engagiug himself as a labourer to being located as a colonist, he should have 
every facility of placing himself in that capacity, so that no expense on the part 
I)f the public should be incurred on his account, or that of his- family after their 

,1,)0. E arrin\l, 



TlIIRD REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

. ' f nt be expected from him, as no arnval, nor II1 that case any terms 0 repayme . 

d · . k' d h d been afl"orded On the other hand, such Emigrants accommo atlOn II1 mall . . 
as are not able to find employment as labourers, or who may ~refer beIng located 
upon Government lands upon the terms involved in the ~u.enes, wo~ld have the 
nature of the engagement into which they entered distInctly pOl~te.d out to 
them. They would be furnished with a printe~ statement, explaInIn.g each 
particular item of the expense incurred on th~lr account, ~oupled with any 
other arrangements which may be suggested In the Colomes, for the more 

effectual furtherance of this purpose. 

The classes of Emigrants which Your Committee contemplate as t~ose which 
should have a prior claim to Government assistance are,-:-Ist, Insh .tenants 
who have been ejected from small farms under the operatIOn of clearmg the 
property, which is now taking place as part of the national system in Ireland; 
2dly, Those tenants who are upon the point of being ejected, but whose 
ejectment has not actually taken place; 3dly, A class which perhaps can 
hardly be included under the name of tenant, the cottiers, who occupy a cabin 
lVith an extremely small portion of land, and who, unless they can obtain 
employment, have no means of paying their rent; and, 4thly, Cases in England 
and Scotland, which must be made matter of special reference to whatever 
authorities may direct the course of Emigration. 

In the special case of ejected tenants from Irish properties, where the 
Emigration agent had distinctly approved of parties as Emigrants with respect 
to their general qualifications, an arrangement might be made involving no 
great complexity of detail, under which, in the case of such parties possessing 
a small sum of money, they might be allowed to purchase Government assist
ance at the rate laid down in the Schedule, and only make themselves debtors C 

for such excess of assistance as might be afforded to them beyond the extent 
of their own fund to procure. The located Emigrants in each district should 
be placed as near together as circumstances will permit. They should be 
placed, in all possible instances, on the immediate confines of the settled 
country, with reference to the facilities of communication by land as well as by 
water, and consequently, of markets. 

The House will perceive that Your Committee proposes to limit the local 
contributions for Emigration, to the removal of the Emigrant to the sea coast, 
and to the expense of the passage to the colonies. When arrived there, if, as 
already explaIned, there be no demand for his labour, it is proposed that a loan 
should be offered to him, upon the principles laid down in this Report. After 
a very mature consideration of the whole snbject, Your Committee have come 
t~ the decided conclusi~n, ~hat a more complicated system, involving any other 
Circumstances of contnb.utlOn, would have tended to check the measure, and 
to prevent the accomplishment of a great national advantage. In England 
undoubtedly, the economy to the parishes would be such as to have induced 
them to contribute, in many instances, the whole expense; but in that case 
they would have expected to have the same individual lien th 
f h E

· . upon e property 
o t e mIgrant III the colony, which is contemplated on th t f th G . .. . e par 0 e overn-
ment III eYery mdlVldual case; and, secondly, if accommodation had been 
afforded tOf the Emigrati~n. fro~ Ireland and Scotland upon the terms of the 
expense 0 passage, an IDJustIce would have been felt in th 0 . 

E I· h . h . . r WIng upon an 
ng IS pans the additional expense of the location of the E' t' h 
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VII.-The distinction hetween Emigration and Co
lonization, and a regulated and an unregulated 
Emigration. 

YOUR Committee wish also to impress upon the House, that they consider it 
of primary importance to distinguish most accurately between Colonization and 
Emigration; that is, between the planting of Colonists in a soil prepared to 
receive them, aided by a small portion of capital, to enable them immediately to 
take root and flourish, and the mere pouring of an indefinite quantity of 
labourers, as Emigrants without capital, into a country where there is a very 
small proportion of capital previously existing to employ them, and where, 
although after much misery and privation they may finally succeed, they are 
nevertheless subject to chances of failure and vicissitudes not experienced 
by the former class of persons. For it is admitted by all persons who have 
investigated these subjects, that, in the order of nature, food must precede 
population. Colonization, that is, an Emigration where the labourers arc aided 
by capital, provides that food. The power of a fertile virgin soil, combined 
with labour, is sufficient to produce infinitely more food than is consumed by 
the parties cultivating it. Consequently each succeeding Emigration is fed 
by the surplus food produced from the earth by preceding Emigrants. In 
an unrestricted and disproportioned Emigration of labourers, no such provision 
being made, populatioll, contrary to the order of nature, would precede food. 

A high price of labour in any country may show that there is a real demand 
for it, and an introduction of a certain number of labourers, by lowering wages, 
may increase the fair rate of profit to the capitalist, without reducing wages 
below that level which the prosperous existence of the labourer requires. Such 
an importation of labour, however, must necessarily have a limit, and if that 
limit be exceeded, the effect will be to reduce the wages of labour below that 
level which is compatible with the prosperity of the labourer, and thereby 
to induce the same character of evils (though perhaps under a mitigated form) 
from which the labourer had escaped on leaving the mother Country. On the 
principle of colonization of labourers, aided with capital, the only limit to the 
number of such labourers, as colonists, will be the extent and the fertility of 
the unoccupied soil. 

For example, if it be demonstrated that 415 pauper labourers, each having a 
wife and three children, have been planted in Canada at the expense of £. 60. 
or £'100. per family, and if it be demonstrated that they can and will repay the 
capital lent to them for their location, it can then be undeniably maintained 
that there is no assignable reason why that which is verified in the case of 41,5 
Emigrant Settlers, may not be equally verified in the case of 4,150, or 41,:;00, 
or 415,000, admitting, as a necessary element in the argument, that such 
number would in no de'gree exhaust the unoccupied soil of the higher class of 
fertility in the colony. 

But if it were shown that 415 labourers, thrown on the shores of our North 
American provinces, without any capital belonging to them, or lent to them, 
had prospered, or that 4,150 such labourers had prospered, as mere labourers, 
the probability of the success of greater numbers could not be necessarily 
inferred. An early limitation of the demand for such labour must be interposed, 
after which no additionalimportl'ltion of labourers could be attended with anv 
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h I t th Colony The consideration of this contrast 
advantaO"e to t emse yes or 0 e, , , 

, b 't t the correct distinction between ColonIzatIOn and of circumstances pom s ou 
Emigration, 

Until very lately, the system of Colonization, by paupers, upon the principle 
of advancing capital to them, has never been fairly ~cte~ upon by any cou,ntry. 
Colonies have been established, either by the emIgratIOn of persons with a 
small capital of their own, or by the emigration of labou~ers w~o have, by a 

t' 1 'Ii 1 nd circuitous process succeeded m ultImately trans-compara lVe y pam u a '" ' 
forming themselves into capitalists and colomsts; but m thIS latter case, the 

process has been slow, and the numbers few. 

Your Committee are well aware that there are many persons who believe 
that the only practical and desirable mode of dealin,g witl~ Emigr~ti~n, is, ,to 
allow it to take its ou:n course, to remove all the Impediments hn1ltmg Its 
extent and not to interfere with or assist it in any shape; and in furtherance of 
this ~rinciple, which, under modification, Y our Co~mit~ee c~nsider, to be 
entirely sound, they have directed their Chairman to brmg m ~ Bill, wh~ch has 
passed both Houses of Parliament, for the repeal of all regulations affectmg the 
transport of passengers; but they conceive that it is utterly erroneous to suppose 
that a redundant population of absolute paupers can be removed by casual 
and unassisted Emigration, 

Your Committee conceive that although it may be highly desirable to remove all 
impediments to the free circulation oflabourers, wllich is involved in the removal 
of all restrictions which may enhance the price of the passage, yet that it is by no 
means to the interest of the mother Country that her small capitalists should emi
grate, and that her unemployed, able-bodied agricultural paupers should be left 
at home. Those small proprietors are driven from their own country by the 
pauperism which is below them. If that pauperism were removed, they would 
remain at home and employ their capital to the advantage of themselves and 
their country; but if they are themselves removed, and the extent ofpauperi3m 
should remain the same, the colonists may be benefited, but no practical relief 
whatever will result to the mother Country. The redundant pauper, unable to 
procure employment, however able to work, is a tax upon the community. 

Your Committee are decidedly of opinion that if the principle of casual 
and independent Emigration were to be preferred to that of a regulated and 
located Emigration,-if it were to be laid down as a principle, that there could 
be no limitation to the absorption of labourers either in the United States or in 

, , 
our own Colomes, and that we have only to build a bridge as it were over 
the, Atlantic, to carry over ~he st,arvi~g poor of the mother Country, to secure 
their advantage and prospenty,-It WIll be found that the evils which would be 
thereby inflicted upon our pauper population will be hardly less than those from 
which they had escaped. If an attempt were made to pour them indiscriminately 
into the United States, without reference t~ the demand for labour that may exist 
there, the laws of ~hat countr~, already hostile to such an introduction, would pro-
bably be made still more eflectual to prevent it· or if I't be d th t " '" ' propose a our 
Colomes should receive them m unhmited numbers when t 'tt d . h , ransml e , Wit out 
selection, without reference to the real demand for their s' 1 b d ' " ervlces as a ourers, an 
unaided by capital, upon the prmciple of repayment there'll b b d 

,. '. ,WI e no oun s to 
the complamts w~lch the Colomes Will raise against the injustice and shortsi ht-
edness of our pohcy. g . 

In the Albany Advertiser, published in September 1826 . th 1'11 ' 
...; 1 " I bl 1 . ,IS e 10 owmg 

awe e :- nnumera e comp amts are made by our citizens 0 th b' , n e su ~ect 

" of 
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" of the wretched state in which most of the foreign Emigrants who daily arrive 
" here are found, in regard of food, clothing, and the means of subsistence; and 
" reprehending the conduct of our municipal authorities who have the disposal 
" of the affairs of pauperism, for the neglect manifested towards these miserable 
"beings. The picture of distress which these Emigrants present on their arrival 
" here is almost indescribable; and by many of our citizens great blame is 
" attached to the commanders of our river craft, for bringing them from New 
" York and landing them upon our wharfs, knowing them to be destitute of a 
" sino-Ie cent to secure themselves a mouthful to eat; the consequence of which 

'" " is, they are next seen begging through our streets in the most loathsome and 
" abject state of filth and misery. It appears that they beg in the city of New 
" York till they get a few shilIinc:s, or sufficient to induce a captain of a tow
" boat, or some other craft, to bring them to Albany, where they are left to 
" depend upon Providence and their ingenuity in the art of begging, in which, 
" by the way, most of them are adepts. Some provision must be made for these 
" wretched beings, though it is hard that the burden should come upon this city 
" (Albany,) as it seems to be at present, for it has lately become their chosen 
" thoroughfare, as they are pouring upon us from the north as well as from the 
"south. Hundreds are drifted down the Northern Canal to meet hundreds more 
" floating up the Hudson, and all of them are found in the same destitute con
" dition." Your Committee do not doubt that the House will be of opinion that 
if many thousands of Emigrants were to be added to the num8ers here com
plained of, the nuisance would be so intolerable in the United States, as to 
induce them to increase the severity of their laws against the introduction of 
pauper Emigrants; and if in consequence of their being driven from the United 
States, all those wretched beings are to be poured into the Canadas, the same 
circumstances of distress and misery must ensue, and the burden will be in
tolerable to the Colonies. 

On the subject of an Emigration solely intended to supply the demands of 
Labour, Your Committee would particularly call the attention of the IIouse, 
and of His Majesty's Government, to the Evidence which has been given with 
respect to the demand for labour in the Colonies of New South Wales, Van 
Diemen's Land, and the Cape of Good Hope; more especially to that proposition 
which has been suggested, of the colonists undertaking to repay, in a pre
scribed manner, any expense which may be incurred in the transport of 
Emigrants, for whose labour there is a special demand in those colonies. They 
do not entertain any doubt that if the subject be duly examined, if the evidence 
be transmitted to the Colonies, and information be invited respecting the prac
tical execution of the measure, a principle of supply may be adjusted, at an 
early period, under which the Colonists of the Cape, and of New South Wales 
and Van Diemen's Land may receive precisely that proportion oflabour which 
is suited to their wants; while at the same time the independence which an 
indefinite supply of fertile land provides for the labourer, after a few years of 
exertion, will tend progressively to transmute all such labourers into colonists, 
and to create fresh demands for labour from the population of the mother 
Country. The advantages that may be expected to accrue to those colonies 
from the supply of a commodity, that is, labour, for which the most intense 
demand exists, will, Your Committee doubt not, be fu11y appreciated by the 
House. An examination of the valuable Evidence taken before Your Com
mittee upon this subject, will show that there is no cause which so much 
retards the progress and improvement of those colonies as the want oflabour to 
bring their resources into fu11 development, and will also establish the fact, tqat 
if a supply of labour be afforded to them, carefu11y adjusted to the real demand, 
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the claims which their necessities now enforce upon the mothe~ Country wi,ll be 
progressively diminished; and that in the satisfactory ~pplicatlOn ~f that sl1nple 
p1'inciple will he involved a degree of improvement m the col~mal system of 
this country, which can scarcely be anticipated by the most sangume person. 

VIII.-Concluding Observations upon the advanta&"es 
of a regulated Emigration, both to the Colomes 
and to the Mother Country. 

YOUR Committee would shortly call the attention of the House to those na
tural and artificial checks which, if Emigration be expedient as a national mea
sure, will prevent its ever being carried on to a degree prejudicial in any sense 
to the interest of the mother Country. First, as the Emigration is to be strictly 
voluntary, very few labourers will be disposed to leave their own country, who 
find that their labour can produce a return sufficient to maintain themseh'es and 
their families at home. Secondly, as the expenses of the passage of the Emigrants 
to the Colonies, if the suggestion of Your Committee be adopted, will fall 
exclusively upon the district, parish, or individual who may consider such 
Emigrants redundant, either as tenantry, or as labourers, no contribution will 
ever take place to aid Emigration, except in cases where such conviction dis
tinctly exists as to its necessity, Thirdly, if any attempts should be made by 
districts, parishes, or individuals to get rid of parties, being infirm persons or 
of bad character, it will be the duty of the Emigration Agent, provided that a 
Board be form2d on the principles recommended by Your Committee, to reject 
all such applications as inadmissible under the proposal offered by the Govern
ment: the assistance of Government being strictly extended to such class of 
Emigrants only as are specified in the two first propositions. 

The carrying on of any regulated system of Emigration upon an extended 
scale can only be justified by the blended consideration of two main and prin
cipal points: First, the real saving effected at home by the removal of pauper 
labourers, executing no real functions as labourers, and not contributing to the 
annual production; Secondly, the probability of direct though pro~Teoisi\'c 
repayment from those labourers, when placed as Emigrants in the Colonies, 
and the indirect consequence of the increased demands for British manufactures 
involvprl in the circumstance of an increasing Colonial population. ' 

It will be seen, by reference to the evidence of Mr. Malthus, that he admit.;, 
if there are labourers in the country for whose labour there is no real clemand 
and who have no means of subsistence, those labourers are of no advantage, a~ 
far as the, wealth of the country is concerned; and consequently, that if they 
were ~o dIe, or to ?e removed, the wealth of the country would in no degree be 
dll1unlshed by theIr decease or removal. He considers labourers in this state 
of redundancy, as ?per~ti,ng as a tax upon the community, Your Committee 
have re~erred ~o tillS 0pll1IOn, because there is much prejudice in the country 
upon thl'; particular part of the subject, among persons who imagine that any 
abstractIOIl of the populatIOn m~st be, attended with prejudicial consequences to 
the general wealth. and prosperity ot the country; a proposition precisely the 
converse of what '\ our Conlllllttee believe to be true in the case fIb 
, 0 a ourer" 
lor whose labour no real clemandexish, :\Ir. =-.Ialthus admits that if it can b~~ 
sho\vn that the expense of removmg such labourers by Eml' O'ratI"0 "I th " " '" n IS ess an 
that of mallltalllll!~" them at home, no doubt can exist of the exp d' f - e lency 0 so 
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removing them; and this, independent of any question of repayment. A ques
tion was put to him, "You have referred more than once to the e,tpense sup
" posed to be sustained by the Government for Emigration; would you continue to 
" use that phrase, if it could be demonstrated that the e,tpensc would be repaid by 
" the production of the Emigrant in the new country to which he is taken?" He 
answered, " That if it could be, he should not continue it." He was of opinion 
that the general wealth of the empire would be increased by an accession of 
population in the Colonies, independently of the advantageous consequences 
resulting to this country from the abstraction of that population which is here 
in redundance; and that the introduction of English population into those colo
nies would tend to furnish a very valuable market for the labourers of this 
country, even if they were not to continue to belong to the British empire. 

William Penn, in his" Benefit of Plantatio1ls or Colonies," after adverting to 
the various Emigrations recorded in history, says ;-

" I deny the vulgar opinion against plantations, that they weaken England; 
" they have manifestly enriched, and so strengthened her, which I briefly evi
" dence thus; those that go into a foreign plantation, their industry there is worth 
" more thall if they staid at home." Again;" They are not lost to England, 
" since England furnishes them with much clothes, household stuff, tools, and 
" the like necessaries, and that in greater quantities than here their condition 
" could have needed, or they could have bought, being there well to pass that 
" were but low here, if not poor, and now masters of families too, when here 
" they had none, and could hardly keep themselves; and very often it happens 
" that some of them, after their industry and success have made them wealthy, 
" return and empty their riches into England, one in this capacity being able 
" to buyout twenty of what he was when he went out." The inquiry into 
which Your Committee have entered, establishes a proposition precisely similar, 
and furnishes the principal justification of suggesting an appropriation of the 
public funds, by way of loan, for the purposes of Emigration. 

It is advanced, as an argument against Emigration, that if redundancy of 
population arises from an excess of labour as compared with demand, that is, 
with capital,-if both labour and capital be abstracted in proportionate quan
tities, the ratio of redundancy will still exist precisely the same, that is, sup
posing that the capital withdrawn bears the same proportion to the capital re
maining, which the population withdrawn bears to the population remaining; 
and consequently, that although the numbers of the population may be actually 
diminished by Emigration, the ratio of their redundancy to the capital of the 
country may still remain the same. Undoubtedly, if the 9.'),000 persons pro
posed to be removed, were now sustained at home by a productive capital of the 
amount of £.1,140,000, the removal of both would leave the real condition of 
the country very much the same. But the capital that may be supposed to 
support those labourers at home, is strictly an unproductive capital, in other 
words, it is mortgaged to the compulsory maintenance of parties who are them
selves allowed to be unproductive labourers. If, therefore, which Your Com
mittee would not be in any degree prepared to admit, the capital necessary for 
the locating of them as emigrants were precisely of an equal amount to the 
capital now employed in the maintaining of them at home, still the transfer of 
the same amount of capital from the one appropriation to the other, would be 
a transfer from an employment both compulsory and unproductive, to one 
strictly productive, if the evidence taken before Your Committee can be relied 
upon. 
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Your Committee are fully aware that if it could be demonstrated, or even 
shown to be probable, that £. 1,140,000. or any greater or less. sum, could be 
employed in any part of the mother Country, with the presumption of an.equal 
amount of wealth being produced, and consequc~t1y with equal se~uflty of 
return, as in the case of Emigration, and above all, If the com~ort and mdepen
dence of the 95,000 persons' proposed to be removed as Emigrants, c?uld be 
equally secured by employment at home, a very strong .a:gument mlgh~ be 
raised against the expediency of Emigration. nut the opm.lOns t? be ~eflved 
from the very extensive evidence taken before Your Committee, m wlllch the 
subject of cultivating the Waste lands of the mother Country ~as been fully 
considered, are conclusively in favour of the profit to be derIved from the 
employment of capital in the cultivation of the fertile lands of the Colonies, 
as compared with the unproductive appropriation of capital at homEl in the 
employment of these paupers: and the House will understand that it is upon 
these opinions that the recommendation of Your Committee is formed. Even 
if the consideration of the double returns for the capital advanced for Emigra
tion were put wholly out of sig-ht, namely, the direct return by the repayment 
of the loan advanced to the Emigrant, and the indirect return arising from the 
additional markets furnished for the commodities of the mother Country, as well 
as by the general increase of the wealth of the Empire, Your Committee are 
nevertheless satisfied tbat if it cOlild be provcd that the 95,000 persons were 
strictly redundant (in the sense employed by Your Committee,) and that the 
vacuulIl U"lJIlIJ /lot &e filled up, the expenditure of £. 1,140,000. for their removal 
would, in a national point of view, be an advantageous and judicious outlay. 
But as the precise extent of the redundancy of those persons could never be 
absolutely proved, and as no conelilsive security could be obtained for entire 
prevention of the filling up of such vacuum, they are prepared to allow that 
a national outlay for the purposes of Emigration, unless attended with return, 
direct or indirect, could not be justified. 

In illustration of thi, opinion, if the two results considered in the preceding 
paragraph eould be warranted, namely, that the vacuum could be prevented 
from being filled up, and that the labourers are strictly redundant, the pro
position would stand thus :-The 95,000 persons, being destitute of all pro
perty, and not receiving wages, must necessarily subsist on pecuniary relief in 
some shape or other. The evidence before Your Committee shows that £. 3. per 
annum is the estimated minimum of the average cost of sustenance of each of 
those 95,000 persons taken collectively. The lowest annual charge, therefore 
for the maintenance of those 95,000 persons amounts to £. 285,000. and ~ 
charge to that extent is a tax upon the productive industry of the community. 
The difference therefore between the interest upon the loan proposed to he ad
vanced for a regulated system of Emigration, namely £.57,000. a year, and the 
computed annnal charge of £.285,000. being £.228,000. must be considered 
as clear a~d entire gain to the community. In other words, the ratio of capital 
to po.p~latlOn at home would be augmented, instead of being lessened, or even 
remammg the same, after the Emigration of those 95,000 persons. 

Th.e House will not fail to observe, that if Emigration could be carried on as 
a natIOnal ~ystem, the Colonies would increase rapidly in wealth, and have the 
means furl1\sh:~ them o~ taking upon themselves the various expenses, military 
a~. weIl as clVll,. ~ow mcurred for them by the mother Country; and this 
Wlt~out any addition to their burdens, but on the contrary accompanied with 
an lllcrerl~e of wealth more than proportionate to the expense which the 
would knc to take upon themselves. Y 

With 
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With a rapidly increasing and thriving population, and under a liberal system 
of colonial policy, the North American Colonies cannot fail to attain, at a com
paratively early period, the means of relieving the mother Country from the 
annual expense .incurred in their maintenance; whilst by the general establish
ment of our colonial relations upon the principle of reciprocity of benefits 
arising from commercial intercourse and the operation of common interests, 
the question will be solved, of the advantages which a parent State is capable 
of deriving from a well-organized colonial system. The population being 
thereby materially increased in our Colonies, a perpetually increasing demand 
would exist for the manufactures of the mother Country; and this not in the 
slightest degree arising from the relation betwecn Colonies and a mother 
Country, but on the mutual interests of the two countries, as it would be more 
to the interest of the British Colonies to purchase manufactures from the mother 
Country, than to become manuiacturers themselves. On the other hand, it would 
be more to the interest of the mother Country to employ her capital in the 
fabrication of manufactures so wanted, than to employ it in the cultivation of 
her own waste lands of inferior fertility. 

'Vherever there is an indefinite quantity of unoccupied fertile land, "T ages ,,·ill 
of necessity be high, and manufacturing capital will not naturally establish itself 
undetothe circumstances of population incident to such a country. Manufac
tures can only be extensively produced in a country where a great number of 
hands are withdrawn from the cultivation of the ground, in consequence of the 
land producing no adequate return of profit from increased cultivation. 

Your Committee beg to refer the House to a paper given in by Mr. Buchanan, 
in page 4,';.) of the Evidence, which shows that the ordinary tonnage in the 
trade between the mother Country and the Colonies furnishes, as far as stowage 
is involved, the means of Emigration to the extent of 400,000 persons per 
annum. Your Committee cannot omit to call the particular attention of the 
House to this circumstance, as furnishing an extraordinary means of carry
ing any system of extended Emigration into effect; and a collateral advantage 
arising from this circumstance is the increased cheapness of the returned freight 
in timber, supposing the shipowner to have part of his profit realized by the 
payment of the passage of the Emigrants, as contrasted with the necessity of 
effecting, as hitherto, his voyage out in ballast. 

Your Committee, finally, beg iu the strongest manner to confirm the opinion 
expressed in their Second Report, at the earlier part of the present Session, 
which states "their deep conviction, that whatever may be the immediate and 
" urgent demands from other quarters, it is vain to hope for any permanent and 
" extensive advantage from any system of Emigration which does not primari~1f 
" appl!J to Ireland, whose Population, unless some other outlet be opened to 
" them, must shortly fill 'IlP every vacuum created in England, or in Scotland, and 
" reduce the labouring classes to a uniform state of degradation and misery." 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

111 artis, '20· die Februal'ij, 1827. 

R. J. WILMOT HORTON. ESQUIRE, 

I.'Il TilE CHAIR. 

Joseph Foster and failles Little, cailed in; and Examined. 

1. (To Joseph Foster.) 

W HERE do you live ?-At Glasgow. 
2. You are a member of the Glasgo,,- Emigration Society:-I am president 

of the Glasgow Emigration Society; :'IIr. Little and myself were delegated by them 
to attend this Committee. 

3. That is not the only society for the purpose of ellligration, at Glasgrow ?
No, there are more. 

4. You are not authorized by any other society to make communications to this 
Committee ~-N 0; on consulting with some of the presidents ano members of 
some of the other societies, we had the approbation of a few, bu~ we were not 
authorized by any but our own. 

,5. Since when is it that you have turned your attention to emigrating to the 
North American Provinces ?-It is nearly tl1"O years since a certain proportion. 
about eleven or twelve families, turned their attention to that, aad about one veal' 
aero lie increased that number. In the month of May last we petitioned the Ilight 
h~nourable the Secretary of State of the Colonial Department, for a grant of I~nd 
in Canada, and the means of occupying it; we got for answer, that no funds existed 
in that department; we then appointed delegates to call upon his Grace the Duke 
of Hamilton and Brandon, being the most intluential nobleman in Lanarkshire, to 
ask his opinion, and obtain his interest if possible. 

6. Are the Committee to understand that your motive in making those appli
cations \Iith respect to emigration, arose from the impossibility of finding employ
ment, or rather of receiving wages sutIicient to support yourselves and your families? 
--Undoubtedly. 

7. Sjnce what period has that inconvenience attached to you?-The period that 
the distress became general, and almost intoleraule, was about, I think, Feuruary last. 

S. Have you got any \lTitten statements with you, respecting the average rate of 
wages for the particular employment in which you and the other persons applyincr 
for emigration are concernecl r-We have not a written statement, but we hav~ 
made a minute examination, and are prepared to give an average statement on that 
subject. 

g. You yourself are an operative weaver ?-Yes. 
10. Are the rest of your society in the same employment as YOllrself?-They are 

110t all, but a great proportion of them arc. 
II. What employment do the others follow ?-A few shoemakers, and one or two 

labourers, but the great proportion are weavers. 
12. You consider the distress of the weavers as totally distinct from that of the 

spinners ?-Yes, we are quite certain it is. 
13. Have you any spinners among your society?-I am not quite certain; I think 

there is one or two. 
14. As you state that the distress is chiefly limited to the weavers, how comes it 

that th:re should be persons of those other trades in your society?-The distress 
bears, In my opinion, very heavily upon shoemakers likewise; there are a greater 
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number of them out of employment, and their wages are very low. Wit~ respect 

to the spinners, there are peculiar motives, and I cannot pr~clsely say; theIr wages 

I know are better; and there is a delicacy in men, who are neIghbours one to ~nother, 

objecting to a person entering into a society, who comes forward and wIshes to 

rn~ 
, 

15. ,rill you explain to the Committee the nature of your employment. as 

a weaver?-The machines that we employ are all at the expense of the operatIve, 

with the exception of what is called. the wheel,. which is a triflin& part of ~he 

materials necessary; the hours of worktng ~re v~nou~, they are sometImes wo~kmg 

eighteen and nineteen hours, an~ even all mght IS qUIte common one or two mg?ts 

in the week· and on the calculatIOn that we have made of the wages, after deductmg 

the necessa;y expenses, they will not amount to more than from four shillings and 

sixpence to seven shillings per week. .. 

16. Is your ,,,ork by the piece, or by ~he day?-Umformly pIece-work. . 

1 i. Will you descrIbe to the CommIttee, wIth respect to yourself, what IS your 

particular enaagement, and in ,,,hat manner it is executed, as between yourself and 

your master?~ The general habit of the work is by the web; if it be fine, it occupies 

a lonaer time, it may be a fortnight, three weeks, four weeks, or even six weeks, 

but tl~at is the nature of the bargain; when the materials are wrought up, and the 

web is finished, the bargain is done. 
18. At the period when the work commences, the wages are fixed?-The wages 

are fixed at the pleasure of the master or employer for the next web again. 

19. Supposing the web takes five or six weeks to execute ?-The wages continue 

the same. 
20. No circumstance changes the engagement ?-l!nless the materials are found 

deficient; if those are wrong, that is a circumstance that leads to a new barcrain; 

if, on referring to persons qualified to judge, it is found to be so, there is a
b 

new 

bargain; but if the materials are found to be sufficient, no circumstance whatever 

can vary the bargain. 
21. What is the particular sort of article that you manufacture?-There are 

great variety of articles; it is all cotton. 

~2. Do you work in a large factory, or do you carryon your work in your own 

house?-There are few instances of work carried on in Glasgow and its neiobbour

hood in large factories, it is all carried on in our own houses, or apartments co~nected 

with them; there are almost no large factories. 

23. Therefore speaking of the operatives that you come here to represent the 

nature of their engagement is, that they contract for webs of cotton to be r~anu

factured in their own houses by the piece;-Yes, by the yard, which amounts to 

the same. . 

24· You have stated that your present .rate of en~agement gives you wages equal 

to bet~'een 48. an.d 7 s. per wee~, . accordlll.g to the tIme that you work ?-Jt is not 

~ccordlllg to the tIme we work, It IS accordlllg to the quality of the work, as there 

IS very fine and very. coarse, an~ more wages may be made at one that at another; 

a man that works eIghteen or mneteen hours, works at 48. at one kind of work 

\I hen he might probably earn 6s. at another. ' 

25· That arises from the one being a better class of work than the other;-Y 

26. When you ~riginally became a weaver, were not the wacres of labour·suffic~s. t 
to remunerate you r-Yes. "ell 

27· At what period was that r-About the year 1800, and down t 8 
1805. 0 1 03 or 

28. Can you state what wages you received at that time cor the t f 
. k r .h· I' I' wo SOrts 0 

\\or lor w IC 1 you now descnbe the avera<re wacres per week to be - d ? 

I cannot go into particulars, but I am quite cerfain that the work ths·t an d4s .. -
for 4· 6 d d 5 ld h ft· d a \\ e 0 now 

~. . an 8. wou ave a or ed by the same industry 20 s. at th,t . d 

and a number of years later than that. a perlO 

~~. T? w~at c.auses do you attrib~te a fall in your wages ?-U ndoubtedl com-

petItIon In trade, the merchaDts sellIng them lower who can brin th (' 

market, and then of course reducincr the workmen. 'thl·s th· g d. em ower t() 
HI. ". ,was e lmma Jate cause. 

f :W· . as ~ Jere been any mac.hm~ry Introduced since 1800 in this particular branch 

o \\eavJ?g ,-A great proportIon IS now dune by machinery. 

31. \hth respect t.o your own individual work, do you execute the work entrust rl 

to yo~ more. by machmery now than you did in 1800:-We have better iRl roye 

~~~~n;ls or ~mpie~ent~ of working, but I have not wrou~ht in the machine fac~orie~~ 
spea 0 weavIng, I speak of hand-loom weaving. 

3~. Is 
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32. Is it the fact that the work you nolV execute by hand is also executed by 
machinery on a larger scale? - Ye5. 

33. Is it the fact that that machinery upou a larger scale existed when you first 
went into this trade ?-No. 

34. The Committee suppose that in consequence of the distress you have expe
rienced, you and others connected with you have endeavoured to obiain employ
ment in other branches of trade?-Yes. 

35. Have you found that there is no demand for your service~ in other branches 
of trade ?--There is none. 

36. You feel therefore in fact that there is hardly any resource left to you, under 
those circumstances ?-We know of none. 

37. Have the habits of any of those persons who belong to this society ever been 
agricultural ?-Some of them have been partially agricultural; particularly these 
twelve months past they have been working at ditrerent employments, roads, and 
such other works as they could get a subsistence by. 

38. The di6tress among the persons whom you represent is extremely severe, is 
it not?-Extremelv severe. 

39. You stale, i"n the petition of your society, that many of them have sold their 
household furniture, in order to pay their rent; does that apply generally to the per
sons who belong to the society?-Jt does to the society, and to others likewise; 
but it does apply to those operatives I have before mentioned. 

40. Have you friends from whom you are in the habit of receiving letters from 
Canada ?-I have a brother, who writes to me occasionally. 

41. From what part of Canada?-The township of Grenville. 
42. When did he go over there ?-Eight years in next May. 
43. Under what circumstances did he go over ?-He had a few pounds, and paid 

his own passage, and went there; he had a wife and two children. 
44. Do you know enough of his history to be able to inform the Committee how 

he ~ot settler\ upon the lands he now occupies ?-i\ number \ycnt about that time, 
and some years after, depending upon the Government grant; he considered that 
he would go upon his own property, but he wrote to me that that was all error, 
and that by some influence, which he did not detail, he obtained the grant that 
Government bad given to others, and that had it not been for that, his little pro
perty would not have put him into comfortable circumstances. 

45. Are you aware whether your brother obtained a free grant, or wbether he had 
to pay a fee upon it ?-I am not; but I am aware that he was favoured particularly 
by Government, or he could not have got into comfortable circumstances. 

46. Do you know the number of acres he occupies, or any thill!!; respecting the 
details of his situation at this moment ?-It is a year past since I I!ot a letter; I 
wrote to him, but I have not received an answer, and I cannot detail his condition. 

47. Does he speak of himself as being in a prosperous situation ?-He does, 
and he expressed his astonishment upon every uccasion that I did not exert myself 
in some way or other to corne over there. 

48. Your society consists of 140 persons?-Yes, one hundred and forty heads of 
families. 

49. Of those persons, how many are there in the prime of life, between the ages 
of 14 and 50, who are perfectly well in health and proper subjects for emigration) 
-I think a hundred and twenty or thirty may be in that situation; there are some 
of them, I know, that are not; but for the same reason that I mentioned before re
specting the spinners, we admitted a few of those. 

5u. What trade was your brother in ?-He was a weaver. 
51. Had he been employed in agricultural labour before he went ?-He was, 

a little; he was partially acquainted with it. 
52. Is not it a fact that a large portion of the hand weavers in Scotland, in 

harvest and in hay time, work in the field ?-Yes, a great proportion of them do. 
53. Has that long been their custom?-It has. 
54· Have you continued a weaver since the year 1800 up to this time ?-Yes. 
55· During that time have you found great vicissitudes in your trade ;-Yes. 
56. Have you been in a good situation at many times during that period ~-Yes, 

we have many times been in a comfortable situation. 
57. Is it your opinion, that although you have llIany times been in an uncom

~ortable situation, the number of hand-loom weavers during that period has much 
Il1creased ?-Yes, it has increased very much. 

58. And at the same time the machine weaving has also increased ?-Yes, the 
550. F 4 machine 
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Juseph Fvster machine weavincr for about six or eight years back bas rapidly increased; it seemed 
and. to absorb every ~bill!!, except very fine tabrics. . 
~~ 59. As power-loom weaving h~s increased, has the.dlstress of the hand weavers 

20 Fe,,,u,,,\', also increabed in tbe same proportIOn ?~Un?oubtedly It h.as. 
.' 60 Have you any hope that any possible Improvement III the cotton trade would 

1827. .. ." f I ~.-W provide In future for the hand weavers who are now out 0 emp oym~nt. e are 

quite confident it will not. .. . 
6 J. Have the weavers a general persuasion that th~ hand weavmg.ls a b~smess 

which is nearly extinct altogether ~--They have; that IS the general ImpressIOn of 
all the well informed and inteJii(!ent weavers. 

62. 'What was the last yea~ in which you, as a hand weaver, were in a good 
situation ?--It is eight or ten years past. 

63. In I S2~, werc not you in a tolerably good situation ?-It was tolerable 
in 18:.]:.]. 

64. How long did that continue ?-I could not answer that exactly. 

6,5. ,"Vas it not tolerably good up to 1824 ?-It was tolcr~ble; but thc ~\'a~es 
even in 1824 were far below what would be considered suffiCient to keep a tamlly 
comfortable. 

66. Did you tbink of emigrating in 18~5 ?-I did; I thought of emigrating on 
any occasion wben it was in my po\\er, from the time my brother went away. 

6i. 'Vas there not a gcneral associatiJJn among the hand-loom "·C'lvers ill Glasgow 
during the year 1824, for the purpose of emigrating ?-It was not general; tbe only 
society that we know of was that that we arc connected with; at that time it becamc 
general, about the time that the ElIli~r:~ti'ln COlllmittee made their Report. 

68. Are there many Irish, in (ila.<;.:o'.\' and Paisley and tLat neighbourhood, 1]<.>1\' 

employed as hand weavers ?-Thcre are a comiderable number. 
69. Has that supply of weavers from Ireland increased within the last eight 

years ?-I think it has. 
70. Has it increased since the steam boats began to pass from Irdand to 

Glasgo.\ :-I do not think that the \\'C<l.ving department has increased much; there 
have been a great number of labourers at our public II urb. 

i 1. Do nut grmt numbers of Irish come over for employment, from Belfast and 
that neighbourhood, to Glasgow :-Yes, eOllstalltly. 

72. You have stated that tbe wages of your labour are insufficient to sllpport you, 
and that you have turned your attention to other branches of labour; and you have 
stated that you found none in which there was a demand for your :;t:rvir:,'5; do not 
you attribute that very materially to the number of Irish people that have come 
over and have been employed as labourers, Ifhich has lowered the wages of labcur? 
-We do. 

i3· You have stated that your distress ~rst commenc~d about e!ght. years ago; 
do you know Irhen the power-loom was hrst brought mto operatiOn .--1 cannot 
statc exactly, but I know about that time it became aenera!' 

i 4· Ar~ the Committee to under5~and that you a~rib~te th~ insufficiency of your 
remuneration for your labour, to the Introduction of machlllery ,-Yes . 

. i:i· ~o yo~ consider, therefore, ~hat the introduction of machinery is objec. 
tlO!l<:ble t-,"le do. not; the weavers III general, of GlasgolV and it; vicinity, do not 
~onslder tlwt ll][tcllln~ry can or ought to be ~topped, or put down; they know per
tectly '\'~Il that maclnnery must go on,. that It \\111 go on, and tnat it i:, impossible 
to st0l:' It; they ~re aware t~at every 1ll1ple:l1cnt ot agriculture and manufacture is 
a porlioll of IInClilllcn', and Indeed eVery thlll" tbat ooes beyond the t~eth' I . '1' r fl' '. - b,., ~ an, . nal :> 
) .. ,may use tll~ expresslOn{ ;~ a ~Iachine. I am authori~ed by. the majority of our 
wCIlty to "a y that 1 speal: tnelr mll1ds as well as my own, 111 statIng this. 

,7l', Are yuu aware ot the tax on printed cottons :-1 know ttlere to a tax on 
prmted cottons. 

ii· In hand \\c:lviu:!,. you Cln weave variegated patterns, without " . 
Yes. "PI mtlllg~-

. ?8. Th.e power-loom, a.s yet, cannot do that ?-It cannot do that; but ill some 
IIb"llll'l', It does perform It tolerably well at present and it io gOI'ng . '.1: .. '. . I . , u on ra JI." to 
pertectlOn, even 111 t lat POIllt. I • 

i9· Then the tax which is l~id upon printed guod, is saved UP')II those articl" 
that are woven b\' the hand lootll :-It is. ~ c" 

80. If tll(' h~ on printed ((oods were renealed the hand weaver' coull t . . . .;. ", "{ 110 c,,:nc 
mtu competitIOn Cit all With t:1.' power-loom :-N o. 'W'ith respect to the Lx Oll 

cotton 
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cotton goods being repealed, the consumer and the manufacturer woulJ receive the 
benefit, and not we. 

8\. Was there not a machine at Paisley that could weave what is called tambour 
muslins ?-Yes. 

82. Is that in operation still ?-l believe it is; but I am not certain as to that. 
83. Do you consider that a reduction in the present price of corn would operate 

to give you relief, under the present circumstances of the trade?-That is a ques
tion that I am scarcely capable of answering; there is a variety of opinions upon 
that point; the general impression upon the mir:d of the weavers is, that it 
would. 

84. In what manner do you yourself suppose it would operate to give you relief, 
under the circumstances of your trade, there being no demand for your particular 
labonr, so as to pay you a remunerating price; would not the probable consequence 
of a diminution in the price of corn be, to reduce your wages below what they now 
are, so as to meet that additional cheapness?- The general opinion of the weavers 
is, that it would benefit the trade, by enabling the countries from which we received 
the corn, to take part of Ollr manufactures; but when we recollect that machinery 
will be just increased in proportion as the demand for manufactures is increased, we 
are quite certain that hand weaving cannot, under the present circumstances, afford 
a living, even were that to be obtained. 

85. Your opinion is, that a reduction in the price of corn would be generally 
advantageous to the labouring classes, but that in your particular case it would be of 
no use to you, because you would come into competition with those that would be 
equally benefited by it "-Yes. 

lin. Have the wages for weaving risen and fallen occasionally since you have been 
in the trade --They have, but they have generally fallen lower and lower, down to 
the present time; when they got ratber better again, they never rose to what they 
were before. 

87. Did a reduction in the price of wagcs take placc upon the fall of the price of 
torn ?-I cannot say that it had directly tbat eft~ct at that time. 

88. 'What has been the cause of your reduction of wages --I have answered 
that; in my opinion, it was the introduction of machinery, and the superabundance 
of manufactures beyond what there is a demand for, and the competition of manu
facturers; and of course, when they wished to have a large profit in the market, they 
reduced the wages, and so brought them down to the present price. 

89, Are the Poor laws in operation in Glasgow ?-They are not. 
go. Is there no cess in Glasgow for the relief of the poor?-There is no lerral 

claim, that I know of. " 
91. Is there not a parochial cess in cases of great distress ? -There is a church 

contribution, but they will not give it the name of a cess. 
92. Do you know the barony parish in Glasgow r-Yes. 
93. Are you not aware that there was a demand made upon the poor fund of that 

parish by certain Irish people in the year 1824 ?-N 0, I do not recollect that. 
94. You have stated, that your masters give you so much wages; are you not 

aware that the wages are necessarily regulated by the number of persons applying for 
work ?-Yes, we consider that thty are generally regulated by that. 

95· Do you not individually feel that the wages that are given to you are necessa
rily dependent upon the number of labourers willing to work at low wages ?-I con
sider they are. 

96. If you individually were to ask for a higher rate of wages, would not your 
master tell you that he could obtain other persons that would work at a lower rate, 
and that consequently he could not gi\'e you highel' wages ?-Certainly. 

97· Are not the circumstances of the trade at Glasgow such, that the wages you 
receive are little more than are necessary to maintain the artisan in a certain degree 
of health; that is, could the artisan work as long as he does, if he received less 
wages than he now does ?-The wages that he now receives are not sufficient to 
procure a sufficient quantity of the coarsest food that is used by human beincrs. 

98. If, under any circumstances, this coarse food were to become che:per than 
it now is, th~ number of labourers remaining the same, do you not imagine that they 
~ould be obliged to take a lower rate of wages, provided they could obtain pre
Cisely the same quantity of coarse food with that lower rate of wages which they 
do now with the higher rate of wages ?-Certainly they woulJ; it 'would he no 
advantage to us. 
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99. Wh do you think so ?-It would be no advantage, in tbis \\'ay; our mastel'5 
would just ~ay, We can get it wrougbt by otber~.; ther,e are three workers for every 
one that is needed; he would say, This man Will do It ,for, a tnfle less, :.Jn~ I must 
employ him instead of you; and a few months would bnng It to the ~ame thlllg. 

100, What \\ ould it come to at last ?-That I cannot tell. 
101. Would it not come to the ~mallett amount at which a weaver can afford to 

live ?-l t ha, come to that at present. 
102. Do you know whether the power-loom manufacturers have been fully 

employed ?-They were not a short time ago, but they are generally employed 

no~ ~3. You cannot speak positively as to their situation?-With respect to the 
wages they earn, I have a general knowledge of their situation. 

1°4. Do any of tbem belong to Y?lIf ~ociety ?----:- N m,le of them. , 
1 U'-, Havin" corne to the determlllatlOn of emigratllll-{ to Alllenca, what has been 

the e~pectationtJ tbat you and your friends have formed, as to the situation in which 
you would he placed when" you got tbere ;-\\'e ex~er.ted tbat His Majesty's 
Government, \I ith the assistance of Parliament, would gl\'e a grant of land, and the 
,means of occupying it, with a passage out, and this is what we have petitioned 
Parliament for. 

106. Wben vou say that, do yO:J mean that each individual family is to get a 
separate "rant of land, and separate assi~tance from Parliament ~-Yes. 

107. Have you had an opportunity of reading the Report and Evidence of the 
Emigration Committee?-W e have, had; we read extracts and papers from it; that 
portion of them that related more dIrectly to us. 

1 08. You under~tand, generally, the nature of the principal assistance that has 
been given to the emigrants that went out in 18..?3 ;-We do. 

1°9. If you had your choice, \\ ould you prefer, from what you have heard from 
your rel::!tion in Canada, to go out \\ itbout assist:.lTlce ann take your chance of 
prosperin.r, (lr to receive assistance upon the principles that are explained in the 
Report a~l the Evidence of the Emigration Committee, and to make yourself liable 
for the repayment of (lny money that might be advanced to you for that purpose r
We would certainly prefer to receive as~istance, and make ourselves liable for the 
repa)'ment of the money. 

110. Would you willingly consent to an alTangement which should make yom 
land a security for such repayment?-Yes. 

111, For example, if you were to be settled in the proportion of a man and 
woman and three children upon one hundred. acres, more or less, in Upper Canada, 
and you were not to be called upon to pay mterest, or to pay any money for seven 
years, ,,'ould you undertake to pay five per cent interest for the money so advanced 
to you, until the period arrived at which you could pay the principal r-fJ ndoubtedly 
"'e would undertake to pay that. which it \\ as in our power to pay; we do not know 
the nature of the place, and the success we should meet with, but we would under
take to pay \\ hatever sum it was possible for lIJen of industrious habits to pay for 
the purpme of repaying wbat we had received. . ' 

11~, You \I ollid consider, that provided you received assistance, and had ample 
time given you for you to be placed in a situation in \\ hich you had the means of 
doing it, no sort of injlls~ice ~\'Ullid be dc,ne you ~n calling upon you to pay interest 
for the money advanced ,--~,o; \\~ would conSider that, both from uratitude and 
justice, we were bounn to pay it. to 

11,3· D? you think t~at. would be the general impression of the persons you have 
mentIOned ~-:I am ~ertal? ,It would; we have repeatedly talked of it, and I am quite 
prepared to gIve theIr opJl1lOn upon that subject. 

114· "Vould you be willing, on receiving your allotment of land to mort<1~F'e that 
allotment to the public as a security for the repayment of the m~ncv ?-C~r~ainly; 
we understoon that that was flenerally the case. " 

115· Do you understand that yo~ wo.uld not have the legal possession of that 
property, so as to be able to alienate It, till you had paid the whole or part of the 
nebl ?-". e understand that perfectly. 

116. You would be content to receive it upon those terms?-Yes. 
~ 17, .In short, 'you ~'ould be perfectly willing to consent to any arran.gemellt 

",hlch <hd not reqUIre ot you more than what, if you were industrious and "'ell con
ducted, you might rea~onably ex peet that you should be able to jlerform ?_ W 
would ~ccive it with thc greatest gratitude upon those terms, e 

118. The 
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118. The question does not refer to yaur pllrchasing yaur lanel, but to paying back 
that money which is necess<lry to be advanced far the purpose af trans parting yau 
to. Canada, and placing yau in a situation in which you wauld be able to. prasper in 
that country ?-Certainly. 

~--------' 

1 J g. Yau, af course, would be liable to. any lacal taxes in that cauntry, that the 
laws of that cauntry might impose ?-N a daubt af it, we are aware that they are 
necessary to a certain extent. 

l:20. Have vou any relatian ar friend who has emi~rated to. the United States?
I have, but it i~ a lang time back; I have bad no communication with him. 

J 21. Yau do not knaw any persan that has emigrated to. the United States fram . 
Glascrow ar Paisley?-Na. 

12c;. If you went to America, and the aptian was given you af gaining your 
livelihoad in some manufacture ar trade, should you prefer that instead of taking to 
agricultural pursuits?-We, as a society, are determined, and my awn apinion, as 
an individual, is the same, not to. meddle with manufacture; we are quite disgusted 
with it, and tired of it. 

J 23. Yau have referred to. yaur brather in Upper Canada; will yau inform the 
Committee of the eonditian in which his last account represent him to. be ?-His . 
address is, the head af Long SOlllt, an the Ottawa. He said that he had a considerable 
portion of land cleared, he did not name what; lit' said that he had some cattle. 
and with the produce af his own farm and land, and a little he had purchased like
wise, he waiteel a few months an the canal, and sold it to thase who were digging 
it, and that he got a turn of money which was particularly serviceable to assist him 
in getting an in the worlel. 

124. Do you knaw how much money he had when he went aut? - He had but 
a very few paunds, eight ar ten paunds, after paying all expenses af landing in 
Canada. 

125. Had he any ather aid fram gavernment but the grant af the land ?-He did 
get implements af agriculture likewise, and some ather assistance. 

J 26. Had he any money assistance '-He rlid not say exactly, Lut he said that he 
fell into a great errar in not going aut of this country upon the gavernment grant, 
and had he not by some means abtained some assistance, lJe would have been in 
embarrassed circumstances. 

127. Did he pay his awn passage?-Yes. 
128. Was he alone, except his wife and children?-There were his wife and 

children and himself. 
129. Do you knaw what his passage cast him ?-He paid, I think, five pounds 

each passenger. 
130. Was that far passage and pravisians ?-Far passage and pravisians, and he 

took a certain portian af provisians with him. 
131. Was he landed in Quebec far that?-He was. 
132. Have yau ar any ofyonr saciety made any estimate of the expense of gaing 

aut to Canada?-We have nat; we laaked at the general list af expense that 
it cost in J 820. and J 821, and we thaught that probably it might be madified, but 
we have not made an estimate. 

133. What do yau understand the expense to. have been in 1820. and 1821 ?
I think it was 61. far each passenger. 

134. To what extent cauld persons cannected with yaur saciety pay the expense 
af conveying themselves to. Canada ?-As a body I think they could pay nathing; 
but we applied to. a number af wealthy and respectable citizens} we tald them of 
our embarrassed circumstances, and we salicited their assistance in forming a fund 
to. provide clathes ami ather necessaries; they said they would in part assist us, and 
a [lumber af them have subscribed, and athers have promised they will yet do more 
when we are enabled to. avail aurselves af it; they have subscribed samething for 
the purpose af clothing and ather necessaries. 

13.5· Are the subscriptions they have entered into., for the express purpose of 
filcilitating your emigration, or far general charity ?-Far facilitating our emigration, 
4ndaubtedly. 

136. Suppasing arrangements to. be made far giving yau in Canada grants af 
la~d, with same assistance in forming your settlements, by giving yau tools and ather 
things, do yau think that per~ons desirous af emigrating cauld, either by their a)vn 
means or thralJp;h the assistance af their wealthier .neighbours, be able to convey 
themselves to Canada at their. own expense ~-We thit:Jk not. 
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13i. Do you think, it it were ascertained that provision was o:ade there ~or th.eir 
reception and their establishment upon ~he land, that person~ desIrous of emlgr~tlllg 
would not be able to muster sufficient means, either of theIr ol\'n or by the aId of 
those di~posed to as~ist them, to take them out?-W ~ think not. . 

138. You have said, that every person of your socIety that was dIsposed. to go to 
America, had the expectation of obtainin~ a grant of land; hav~ you a.ny idea that 
emigrants would be found willing to go fur the purpose of offerlog th~lr labour to 
others ",ithuut havina a special orant of land to each party that went ,-There are 

, '" '" . b' f none of OUf association that beem to wish it j their object IS to a tam a grant 0 

lund, 50 as to become independent by their own industry. . 
139, If the Committee understood yOll c()J're~tiy, y~u stated, In ,a former part ?f 

your examination, that you would preter to receIve aSSistance, not I~ money but In 

kiud, at the time of VOUI' location ill Canada, and to make YOllfselt and your land 
respollsible lor the repayment of the expense so incurred for you, rather than to be 
sent over to that country without any sort of demand upon you for t~e fut~re, not 
receiving that species of assistance, but taking the chance of prospermg, either as 
labourers or as colonists ,-We are quite determined in our mind that we should 
accept of the grant of land and support from government, and repay it, in preference 
to the other plan; indeed we consider there is no comparison between the two, for 
our chance of succeeding in that case would be so much better. 

140. To the extent, therefore, of the rel'ayment of what it may be necessary to 
advance to you, to put you in a condition to become independent in Canada, and 
paying the interest upon it till that repayment took place, you think that those 
who have sent you bere are unanimous in opinion with you, as to the preference of 
accepting assistance for the purpose of emigration on those terms ?--I am quite 
certain they are. 

14 I. And you yourself, and tbose who are embarked with you in this attempt to 
obtain relief, think that repayment upon those principles is just and fair and 
equitable ?-We do. 

142. Is it the object of your society to go out together, so as to be settled in one 
neighbourhood, or in one village?-Yes, it is the object of a great proportion of 
them. 

143. Do YOll imagine that if you were collected together into one neighbourhood, 
there would be a certain degree uf influence exercised, that would make them more 
careful to maintain good conduct and honesty, than if they were among stranaer~?-
We are certain it would; and, as an individual, I think it would. b 

144. Do you think that you could more materially assist each other, if you were 
all collected together into little villages, than if you were scattered abroad ?-Yes; 
out of our society we wouid select our associates and friends, and be servictable to 
each other. 

145· Before the persons composing tbis society made up their minds to wish to 
leave .thei~- native country, you of course made inquiries whether you could find oc
cupatIOn m_ ~ny other trade besides weaving, in Scotland; - We have, and we see no 
prospect of It. 

1 ~6. Have you made diligent inquiries as to other trades, in your native country? 
-\'e have, 

147· And YOll can find no opening for employment in Scotland?-\Ve cannot. 
I ha~e a boy II ho has been wcaving th.ree or lour 'ye~rs, and I have been two year~ 
looking out, and ~ cannot find an opemng to put hUll 111 another trade, thouah I have 
equal Influence wIth other working men. 10 

I, 48: ~)f course, all the member,S ?f that weiety, if they could find an opening in 
their natIve country, would prefer it ,-Yes, but they see no possibility of doin it. 
thEY have no hope but of going to Canada. g , 

149· If you had the power of going there, wbat part of the North American 
cojollles I\'ould you prefer to be located in ?-In Upper Canada' the h , I 'I Ii, d -. , y ave not 
partlcu al y xe upon any part of It, but It lI'as the general opinion of tl . t. 
tt I ld t- (T C Ie socle y 

lat t ley wou pre er ' pper anada. ' 
150. Is t~ere any thing else you wish to state to the Committee ?-I wish to 

state one thll1g \\ ~tll re'pect to the peculiar situation of those who are dis osed to 
go to Canada, WIth whom we are connected' they take their houses fro Pm 
t " .' . . - year 
~ year, cOD:lllenCIn~ o~ tl.e 2Fth of :\1"y, tky bargain tor those houses at what is 

called Marnnmas, In N uvember, consequently there are none of them tn t h 
taken tbr.r I" • ",e', fo. the ensllintI year' and 011 the 28th of l\'Iay at t I a, I avte .,' ", ,'" , ' , we ve 0 c oc 
lVll: Illdlil,,~all,f th):e Irill be Il!thout a house, without ftlrniture, without working' 

illlplelDeuts 
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ilnplements, and without the means of following their trade; consequently they 
who have been waitin;:; with patience, some of them for several years and the 
whole of them for one ytar, will be seized with all the horrors of despair, if they 
do not get to Canada this spring, or this summer. This is one thing that I lIas 
desired to state to this honourable Committee; and likewise we were authorized to 
ulake oor appeal to some of the gentlemen and noblemen of our country, in point 
of subscription, to folluw up this object; this was part of our errand in coming 
here; bot in particular I was authorized to state, and I am happy to have it in my 
p'ower to call the attention of this honourable Committee to that circumstance, that 
at that perind, and even before it, they will be in that state; they are now beginning 
almost to despair, when the season is so far advanced, and nothing is decided upon, 
and no arrangements made for the ensuilJg year; it is bordering on desperation with 
some of them at present. 

1.51. Though the situation you describe is that nf the one hundred and forty 
!leads of families composing this Emigration Society, is it a sitllation peculiar to 
those per,ions?- It is fJeculiar to thelll in no other way than that they have had 
their attention turned to it previous to others in Lanarkshire, and that they have a 
little money subscribed to plovide clothing and other necessaries, which no others, 
to my knowledge, have; but it is peculiar in no other point; there are hundreds of 
others in similar circumstances. 

152. Can you form any idea of the probable nllmber of hand-loom weavers in 
Glasgow and Paisley?-ln Glasgow and th~ suburbs there were I 1,000 looms going; 
amon" those of course there are boys and girls. 

153. 'Vhat arc at the present time the average net earnings of each hand weaver 
by the week, on an average ?-l should say 58. 6d. 

154. What is the house-rent of each individual by the half year, upon the 
average :-It depends upon the house they occupy, it is frolll three to four pounds; 
tIre place of working for one weaver is one pound, not included; they have their 
house and shop besides tlwt. 

155. Are not the greater proportion of the house-rents of those weavers now in 
arrear ?-They are. 

156. Consequently they are at the mercy of their landlords, and lIIay be 
ejected ;-Tlley are just at their mercy; alulOst every individual of them is ill 
arrear. 

157. Is it the practice of tile manufacturer~ of Glasgow to have houses and work
shops, which tlH'Y let out to the weavers they themselves employ :·-::\0, it is not the 
general practice. 

15~. Are the houses they occupy frequently wholly independent vI' the master 
manufacturers r-Yes. 

159. It Governnlent were to consent to make grants of land to those 140 heads 
of families of which your society consists, do you thillk you could find any Illeans of 
getting assistance to take you there and to ~ettle you there;- We could 1I0t, it is 
qllite impossible. 

160. Even if those 140 were provided for, you are understood to state that the 
situation of all the other hand" eavers in Glasgow is as desperate as that of those 
) 40 ?--There are lIurnbers of them as desperate. 

161. Can you furm any opinion whether if five hundred or a thousand were 
aLstracted from the present population of your neighbourhood, there would be 
l>uflicicnt work for the remainder;- N ot at good lIa,~es; they could not obtain good 
wages supposing one half or tllO thirds were taken, uut they would find work more 
readily. 

16:2. Y all do not think there would bc work at fair wages even for one-third of 
the existing population ?-I think not, frolll the cause I b~tore mentioned, namely, 
the machinery. 

163. What sort of food forms the principal subsistence of the weavers ?-Oatmeal 
and potatoes, and probably a little salt herring or something of that kind; d number 
of them have 1I0t a sufficient quantity of that. 

164. How lIIany hand weavers are there in Glasgow and Paisley?-Generally 
speaking. I might say 15,000 in Glasgow and Paisley . 
. 165. Even if ,')00 hands were removed, and the power loom were improved from 
~\(ne .to time as rapidly as it has been improved for tbe last tllO years, do you not 
Imagme that the removal of 500 hands would produce no effect by creating any fresh 
demand for hand lauour ? -1 thillk it wOllld not; I think the machinuy would just 
al '~or" the whole business. 
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106. You say that the power loom is not yet perfect, but that it is constantly being 
improved ?-It is constantly being improved. 

167. Of how many hand weavers can one pair of power looms do the work, in the 
course of the day ?-It is at least equal to six. 

168. And the work of one girl upon a pair of power looms is sufficient ?-It is; 
one man looking over thirty or forty or fifty of those girls, and keeping the materials 
in order. 

169. If the number of hand-100m weavers were diminished, and the wages of the 
remaining number increased, would not the price of the manufactured article be also 
increased ?-I think, from the nature of the power loom, a~ I said before, taking up 
all the business, the price of the manufactured article cannot be increased. 

170. If it were increased, it would chEck the sale of the manufactured article?
It would. 

171. And therefore it would, in your opinion, make the situation of the hand-loom 
weaver as bad as before :-1 think that it cannot be increased, from the quantity of 
work performed by the power loom; just in proportion as tbe demand increases, ill 
that proportion the PO" er looms will increase. 

17'2. Which is the cheapest, a piece of goods made by a power loom or a piece of 
goods made by a hand loom ?-A power loom is the cheapest. 

Jovis, 2gu die Februarii, 1827. 

Al'chibald Campbell, Esq. 

a Member of the Committee; was Examined. 

173. HAVE you had an opportunity of reading the Evidence given before this 
Committee on Tuesday last, by the two deputies from tbe Glasgow Emigration 
Society ?-l have. 

174. Does your information enable YOll to concur in the statement they have 
made ?-I n the fullest manner; I concur in every fact stated by the people that 
were examined. 

17.5. Are your enabled to inform the Committee of the extent to which distress, 
of a similar nature, exists in any part of Scotland ?-I can speak more particularly 
with reference to Renfrewshire, than with reference to any part of Lanarkshire. 
Here is a Statement of the number of families, distinguishing the ages of the children. 
who are seeking to emigrate from the county of Renfrew. 

[The same was delivered ill, and read, as follows:J 

~ .. ~ 

'" .\HSTRACT 
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ABSTRACT of the Number of Persons composing the following Societies in the Cuunty 

of Re'!!rew, who have petitioned for aid to enable them to emigrate to the British 
Possessions in North America; made up by direction of the Lord Lieutenallt vI' 

Rer1,ewslzire, January 1827. 

The Irish Friendly dO 

Eldershi Emigration 

Barrhead & Neilston d' 

Broomland - _ d' 

Hibernian Protest' d' 

9 

-
44 

27 
4;; 

4G 

I 
I 

8 

-

-

G 

16 

9 

114 

i9 

14.5 

44 

44 
G2 374 

123 49 330 

Govan Emigration dO - 50 48 42 28 I 10 80 5'2 3.5 8 95 27.3 

Paisley Friendly d' l\o 2 ,60 60 I 7G I 50 20 1+6 G4 34 2Z 120 38G 

Johnston Emi;rration d' - IS IS I 26 I 1;3 I 11 .50 18 18 7! 43 123 

'i93 77.5 :8u;-T~8;-1~ 1,479 I nG ;]1'9 ~I~;; 4,053 

• p. The Return made by this Society does not distinguish the numbers of ~lille and Female 
Children; but the numbers of Children, Male ,LIllI Female, are 

Undel' 12 
Above 1 '1 

", J7 1 

205 

176. Do those socIetIes consist of hand-loom weavers ;--1 odic\'c tht'y do, 
entirely. 

177. Can you explain to the Committee what district they extend over ?-They 
extend over the whole of the countv of Reufrew; a great Ilumoer of them that are 
resident in the villages, are employid partly in agriculture. 

A. Cam/,lelf, 
Esq. 

1 is. Are there many of them in some degree accustomed to agricultural habits? 
-Yes. 

179. Are you prepared to give the CommittEe any details respecting any other 
persons similarly situated ill that part of the kingdom ?-I know there are a great 
number in the adjoining county of Lanark, who are also petitioning for assistance 
to emigrate. There are likewise various societies in the county of Renfrew, for 
whom Mr. Maxwell, the member for the county, has presented petitions. 

180. Do you think that those people for the most part are aware of the nature of 
the country, and of the labour that will be rc!]uireJ of them ?-I think they are, from 
the correspondence that took place between them and the emigrants that went out 
some years ago, whose reports with regard to their situation have been extremely 
favourable; I have seen many letters from those settlers who went out in 18:20, that 
gave a very favourable account of their situation in Upper Canada. 

181. You think they are aware of the nature of the difficulties they will have to 
encounter, and are ready to meet them r-I think they are, generally. 

J 82. Do you consider that there is any opportunity at "present of their being 
employed in their own country, in such a manner as to obtain wages of labollr by 
whIch they can support themselves ?-T think not. 
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183. Is it a prevailing opi~ion in tba! part of tb~ country, tbat tbere is no early 
likelihood of such a state of thmO"s occurrm", as to I2lve employment to those people? 
-There are many various opinions upon the subject, and things ~re imprm'ingjust 
at this mom~~t; almost every weaver in that part of the country IS employed" and 
wages are nsmg. . 

184. Have you an opportunity of statmg to the Committee what is the present 
rate of wages?-t\"o. . . 

18~ Is it the aem'ral opinion in that part of the country, that the Influx of IrIsh 
:>. b . 1 

has tended to throw these people out of employment ?-It certaIn y has; but lately 
great numbers of the Irish have been rel?o:ed; \\'e gave them passage~ back. to 
their o\\'n country, taking an exact deSCriptIOn of them, to prevent their havmg 
recourse to our funds auain. I have here a copy of the last report of the suh-com
mittee of the county ol'Renfrew for the relief of unemployed operatives. 

[The same u'as delivel'ed ill, and read, as follows:] 

" Report by the Sub-committee of the county of Renfrew for the relief of the 
unemployed Operatives. 

" The number of families dependent on the committee, at the date of the last 
report, was 1,361 

The number at this date is 1,24.5 

The decrease, during the week, is 116 

Sums to the amount of 40/. have been allotted by the Committee to several of the 
remoter districts of the county \\'here distress still exists, and the other expenditure 
of the week has amoullted to 2101. Several small dOntltions have been recently 
received, and the fund remaining on hand, at this date, is 1,0401. 

"Preses. COllncil Chamhers, Paisley, (signed)" Rob. Farquharson." 
" 15th February 1827." 

1 86. Have you had an opportunity of hearing lately from any person who is 
competent to speak "ill-. authority upon the state of that part of the country?
I have a letter, which I receivecl this day by post from the chief magi;;trate of 
Paisley, which cuntains the fullowing pa<;sage, "I am most bappy to say tbat matters 
are, as far as regards the weavers, still illlproving; the work plenty, with wages 
advancing; but the labourers, and I may say all other operatives, are very ill off." 

1 !i7. Are those Irish that come over from Belfast chiefly weavers, or are they 
common labourers?-Thuse that come to Paisley are chiefly weavers; the lauourers 
are generally employed in the more western part of ~cotland; in Ayrshire and 
\\1igtonshire there are a great many Irish labourers, but we have not a O"reat many 
Irish labourers in RCllfrewsbire. b 

188. Do you knolV where they come from ?-Mostly frolIl the north, I believe' 
about I3eltitst, I think, i,; the cbief part. ~ 

189. Have you any means of estimating the comparative rate of waaes paid to 
the hand weavers, and to the power-loom weavers :-~ o. " 

190. Have many of those weavers, .to your kn~wledge, ~een employed in road 
maklllg, and other hard labour out ot doors, dunng tbe time of the distress?
~ great many. hav~ been employed in making roads, and in various other occupa
tIOns, deepelling nvers, &c. 

19 1• Has it been found that they were able to endure that labour a~ well as the 
~?~mon labourers of tbe country?-Tbe summer was exceedingly favourable; but 
It It .had been as wet a season as we usually have, they would all have been in tbe 
hospital. 

~ ?2. A.re those Emigration. So~ieties, ~f whic~ you have given a list, composed 
en til el~ ot unemployed operatives ;- I believe entirely of the operatives unemplo ed, 
or partIally employed. y , 

~ 93: They ~ousist in n? degre~ of persons who have funds 0" their own, able to 
assist III the ollJect of emlgratmg r-All of them that I have seen and I 11· _ .. ' h . b " ,ave com 
I1lUl1lCatlOn \~,lt most o.t" t e societies o.f Hen!i'ewshire, have declared that the 
cannot contribute one slJlI!mg towards their own emiO"ration Y 

194· Have you any reason. to suppose that if a~sistan~e were given by govern-

fr
ment to. those persobnl~ to. e~lgr.ate, It wo.uld be met by corresponding as~istance 

om private or pu IC tunus, Il1 the nelghbouriJord from which they cal ,)_ 
I have not. ne. 

I i).}. You 
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.' 195. You think that!lO sur~ could be raised ?-Ifany, it would be so trifting a 
sum that it would be ot very httle consequence. 

1 ~6. Is there any thing practically in the nature of a parochial rate in Renfrew
shire for the relief of tbe poor? -!\ 0; there is sOlllething very similar in one or 
two of the town parishes, where they have been obliged to call for voluntary 
assessment. 

197. In poir.t of fact, with respect to those distressed operatives who are out of 
em!Jloyment, and who have no lIleans of their own, from wbat fund does tbeir sup
port proceed ?-The rate of expelllJiture of the rck:t" cOlllmittee at Paisley amounted 
weekly to 500 t. all furnisbed by voluntary subscription, not only in that particular 
countv, but I\'e bave received lar"e sums h01l1 tbe London Relief Committee; we 
have ~xpended since the 1st of l\,la~h last, I think, 22,000 I. 
- Ig8. Have YOII any opportunity of knowing tbe number of persons to whom that 
22,uool. bas been dispensed ?-It varied allllost every week; the number uf fami
lies, I believe, II as as high as 2,600 at one time; they have been gradually diminish
ing, for some ,,'eeks. 

199. Does that :22,000 t. apply to Renfrewsbire alone ;-'1'0 Renfrewshire alone; 
we have no communication with any other cOllnty. 

200. Do you bappen to know whether the majority of persons receiving relief 
from this fund, are Scotch or Irish '-The greater proportion are Scotch; there 
are stiil some Irish that have been in the country for a long time, and are in a 
manner established there, who bave gained wbat would be called in this country a 
settlement. 

201. In Scotland there is no la", or rell1·),.,t! )--X o. 
2U:J. Does not tbree ycUb continlled residcnce ~i .. e a settlement in Scotland?-

It does. - , 
203. Do you know tbe Abbey parish in Paisley ~-Pcrfrctly. 
204. Do you remember, in 1 S 19, an application heing made by 825 able-bodied 

men for relict~ on accollnt of the stagnation of trade in that parisb ?-I cannot say 
tbat I recolie!:t the exact circulllstances; I know there was a question arose upon 
lin applicatioll from cnlilin people claiming a right to relief; but what decision 
there was upon that, or whetber tlJere ever was any decision, I do not remember; 
I think the thing i., not decided 110'.1', 

20,'1. 'Vas not the application to the kirk session in tbe first instance refused, 
and was th(>re not upon that an appeal to the sberitf?-That I recollect. 

206. Did not the sheriff in that case, make an order on tbe kirk session to 
assess thE'mselvcs for the relief of those 1>::::; persons ?-I do not recollect. 

:207. You say that you ha\e seen favourable accounts from some persons who 
have settled in the nortbern provinces of Alllerica; are you aware of tbe extent of 
assistance from government tbat those settlers received ?-I am not. 

208. Can you state \\ hether the appointment of this Committee has created 
much expectation among the heads of families composing those emigration societies 
in RenfrelVsbire, that they are to get relief frolll government to carry them to 
America ?-There is no doubt that very sallguine expectations have becn raised in 
consequence uf [be report of tbe Committee that sat in tbe last year. 
, 209. You bave stated, that it is the general opinion in Renfrewshire, that no 
early opportunity will occur of employing those persons who are now in a state of 
distress; you bave also stated, that the sum of 2'2,000 I. has been expended in 
their support, sucb sum arising from local and voluntary subscriptions; have you 
any reason to suppose, under the existing circumstances of that part of Scotland, 
'tbat in the ensuing year those parties can be sustained at a less expense than what 
has been incurred in the last ?-I should hope at infinitely less, from the appearance 
of the revi\'al of trade; and the wcavers are at this moment, as I stated before from 
.the authority ot' the chief magistrate, now in work, all of them, and wages are 
advancing. 

210. You conceive that the pressure upon the other classes is of a telllporary 
lJature :--1 conceive so. ' 
r. 211. You have stated, that a great number of the Irish have been sent back 
frolll Renfrewshire to their own country, and that means have been taken to prevent 
their return; will you have the goodlless to state more in detail the nature of those 
means?- Wben we gave an Irishman a ticket upon a steam boat, to carry him back, 
and a Ivaf to SlliJsi"t upon luI' tbe du\" we took an exact description of his person, 
ulld assured hilll, that it he Icturllcri, he would 1I0t be cntitled tu any rclid frolll 
0\1)" flllld~. 
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212. Is not that decision against relievilla those Irish, in the event of their return, 
equally operative aaainst any other Irish \\~ho may come, provided sufficient pub~ 
!icity were given to that resolution;- I have no doubt it might operate in that 
manner. 

213. Are you speuking now of relief afforded according to law, or of relief 
afforded by voluntary subscription ?-Of relief afforded by voluntary subscription 
entirely. 

214. Do you consider that there is any relief imposed by law, in the case of 
Irish people coming into Renfrewshire?- Those that have been settled there for 
three years, I think, have the same claim for relief that the natives have. 

215. In the case therefore of fresh Irish arriving, until they have been there 
three years they would have no legal claim for relief ?-Certainly not. 

216. It is three years continued residence that gives a right to relief, in Scotland? 
-So I understand. 

217. Can you inform the Committee what proportion of the 2:2,0001. which was 
raised lor the relief of those persons, was raised by voluntary contributions on the 
spot, and what proportion was received from the London Relief Committee ?-

ABSTRACT of the Receipts and Expenditure of the Committee of the County of 

Renfrew, appointed for the Relief of the Unemployed Operative Manufacturers, 
to the 22d of February 1 g27. 

HECEIVED: 

From The King -
From the London Relief Committee 
From the Edinburgh Relief Committee - -
From the Committee of the County of Haddincrton 
From the Newcastle Committee 0 I 
From the Glasgow Committee _ i 
Arnoll~lt of loca.l Subscriptions, and other pri\'ate pe-

cUllIary donatIOns, proceeds of Church Collections, , 
Chanty Balls and Concerts, and Receipts for Work 
performed - _ _ _ _ _ _' 

EXPENDED: 

In '."ages for ?ut-~lo~r la.bour provid.e? by the Com
mIttee, and In dlstnbutlOn of ProvIsIOns, Coals and 
small pecllniary Aid £. H),.561 11 3 

In providing Clothing '1,309 S 
Balance in treasurer~s hands,1 

22d february - • f g08 

£. s. d. 

500 

8,000 

4,600 
300 

150 
39.5 

j,()23 19 3 

3 

" .J 

l\~ B.- Besides the above Account, various N oblellJen alld G tl f L; 
h , . d d 1 " . en em en 0 tile county a\e expen e ,'ery arcre sums In gIVIng nork ad" 

I d 'd' , to n proVIsIOns to the 
unemp oye resl Ill!! contpuous to their respective estates Th I I 

,'d bl C 'I' "'. .. Jere lave a so been consl era e ontn JutlOns raIsed and applied within sever I f h P . 
I h d . I' a 0 t e anshes' and severa t ousan artlC es of ClotlJlnrr sent by private i d"d I ' 

depots have been uistributed. The Coal masters in the ~e·lv~b ua sh to d the several 
from time to time gratuitously given large quantities of Coals~g our 00 have also 

The an'fage weekly pecuniary Expenditure of the Committ fi' h 
ment up to the 22d February has been 4101 and th e: 10m t c commence~ 
[amilies dependent on them ha~ been :.!,03(). " e ave I age weekly number of 

218. What is the class of persons at the present t' t . . . 
th,e local funds;-The chief demand upon the Paisl 1,011.Il~nfi r~celvlllg relJe,f from 
l\ Idolls and orphan families; the men in <feneral haveeYbre

e 
Ie t un

k 
aff.t present IS from 

I ' " ' en s ru c '0 • 
• :;!1g. lone thousand "ravers were removed fil'o'n "I d" hood d . 'J a,<'ow an ItS nel hi 

, an wages rose, have yuu any doubt that the va ,~ g JOur· 
tilled up from Ireland in a vei'v <lOr't lime ;-1 entertailJc~~~lJtISO lcreatedlt would be 

• Ie east oubt upon 

the 
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the subject •. I have here a lettel' which I received a few days ago from the central 
committee of the Emigration societies of Renfrewshire. 

[The same was deli· cered ill, and read, asfollows:] 

" Honored Sir, 
" 1, Barclay Street, 

Paisley, 10 February IS::!7. 
" PREVIOUS to your presenting our Petition, it may not perhaps be improper to 

state to you more fully than hitherto the true situation we are placed in, in order 
that you may be prepared, when the subject of Emigration is discussing in Par
liament, to urge the advantage it will be to us if sent out early in the season. For 
although the severe distress we are now in is well known to the Honorable House 
of which you are a member, it may not have occurred to their minds the extent that 
that distress will reach when the term (28th of May) shall have expired . 

. , It has been utterly impossible for liS to pay this year any rent to our landlords, 
consequently the little property we now possess, becomes theirs; and we cannot 
expect that they will let us houses for another term. We have no other prospect 
but that we shall be turned to the streets, without a blanket to cover either ourselves 
or children, or implements to work at our tradcs; besides, should our landlords be 
even so lenient as to grant us in that desolate state their houses for another, still we 
are incurring a debt of a whole year's rent, for no houses are let for a shorter period 
in Renfrewshire. 

" May your Honor therefore take our case into mature consideration, and on 
presenting our Petitions urge the necessity of sending us away p:'evious to the 
above stated period. 

,r e are, Honored Sir, 
,rith great respect, 

Yom very humble Servants, 
(For the Central Committee of the Emigration 

" Archibald Campbell, E'q. Ill. P. Societies of Renfrew~hirc,) 
Loudun." .lJdalll Millar, Secretary." 

ThOll/as F7'{/l/cis KClIl1cd!I, Esq. a ::\Iember of the House; Examined. 

220. WHAT is the part of Scotland ,,·ith which you are best acquainted?-I pro
fessed to "peak only respecting the county of Ayr, and I do not wish the Committee 
to understand t!Jat I pussess by any Illeans cOlIJplete information even as to the 
wbole of that county. 

221. Are there any persons in that neighbourbood "ho have expressed a desire 
to emigrate to America ?-I yesterday presented to the I-louse three Petitions from 
persons desiring assistance for that ubject in a very earnest manner. I do not 
believe that those Petitions by any mealls express tbe opinion of the entire body of 
persons desiring to ellligrate; I should suppose that if there were any chance of 
sufficient aid being atforded, that number would be very greatly increased; and I 
state this opinion, because I know the class of persons from whom those Petitions 
come, are slow to petition on any subject, it not being their habit to interfere by 
ilddressing themselves to Parlialllent unless in very urgent circlllllstances. 

222. 'Vhat is the number of the Pctitioner8, and of what class of persons are 
they composed ?-I think that tbe number of heads of families included in those 
three Petitions amounts to ninety-two, and they are operative manufacturers in 
I=otton weaving. 

223. Are they employed at hand-loom weaving?-Hand-loom weaving; persons 
whose work cumes frum Glasgow, being sent a Vf>.ry considerable distance into the 
country to be perfurmed; and of course the greater the distallce from Glasgow, the 
more quickly are they sensible of any depression ill the trade in which they are 
engaged. 
, ~. 224· Have they been for any time in grea.t distress ?-I should say that the 
distress has been urgent fur about a year. , , 
" , 2:]~. Have the gentlemen in that part of tne country afforded tbelll any relief?-
4 \'~ry great degree of local relief has been afforded, beside~ assistance received 
from the London and Edinburgh COlllmittees; and I think I may safely say thai ~he 
p~o~le themseh'e~ would bear testimony to the humane tre<ltment which they have 
reCCIved, and in saying this I am happy to add my distinct and l>trong testimoll), in 
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favour of the excellent conduct of all those persons, without. exception, who have 
come within my observation durin~ the period of distress to whIch I refer.. .,-J 

226. Do you concei\'e that those persons have any. knowledge of .the. dIfficultIes 
they are likely to encounter, when they propose to emIgrate to Amefl~ar-~ should 
think it very unlikely that tbey should be thor?u,ghly. aware of the dIfficulties they 
may encounter; at the same time, the county of. Ayr IS a part .of the country from 
which persons have ofte~ pro~eeded to. America, an? therelore I by no me~ps 
imagine that they are entIrely Igno~ant :-ltlJer of the dIsadvantages or comparatIve 
comforts which mi(Jht arise from theIr bemg sent to that country. 

227. Do you c~nceive that tllp, gel1tle~nen in that p~r~ of the co~ntry, or the 
individuals who have signed those petition,s, \\'oul~. be \\,llllIIg to contnb~te l~rg~ly 
to the expense of their removal to i\1~len:a?-" Ith ~'espect. to. the partl~s slgn~ng, 
the petitions, I apprehend they are quite mcapaule ot contrlbutmg an~ thmg, u~mg 
possessed of no property whatever. With respect to th~ land~olders m the. nel.gh
bourhood where they live, I should extremely .doubt theIr Illakm~ any cont,:luutlOn, 
because they have already made great saCrIfices, and there I.S a conslde.rable 
pressure upon the upper ranks in t?at c?untry i .and al~o, there bemg no established 
poor-rate in the country, the case IS elltlrely dlflerent tr?m that of a country where 
persons would, uy such contribution, find themselves relteved from a heavy. burthen 
which they actually pay. There is, no doubt, a pressure and a burthen ansJl111 from 
the sull'erinas of the lower orders, but there is not a large regular payment m the 
shape of a parochial ratp'. I never recollect so great a scarcity of labour and money 
among the labourin!l classes of all denominations. 

228. If those nl~nety heads of families were removed, do you conceive that it 
would make any lasting reduction in the population of that neighbourhood, or would 
supplies of people COlllC imllledidtely from other places to fill up tbe vacuum so 
created ?-Tbose ninety beads of families, I apprehend, form a very snJall proportion 
of the population who are at present in distress; if they were removed, and if there 
arose a cOlllparati\'c prosperity in the trade, there can be no doubt that the space 
created by their removal would be instantaneously filled up. 

22(j. By what class of personsr-Very possiuly by some of the native inhabitants 
resortinp: to a new trade, becotlling cotton weavers instead of following their present 
pursuits, which may not be profitable at the present time, all occupations being in 
a very depressed condition; but above all, the spacc would be instantclneollsly filled 
up by the resort of Irish to that part of the country. vVhen I make this statement 
with respect to the Irish, I wish to guard myself in the most positive manner arrainst 
being suppm,ed to express any opinion in disparagement of the Irish who cO~le to 
our part of the country, hecause I must say that their conduct, generally speakin<T, is 
good, and that the country has derived very great benefits from the labour they have 
afforded; at the same time that the excess of the influx of that population un
doubtedly i; a source of great calamity to us now, and is not a source, I am sorry to 
say, of advant8ge to those poor people themselves. 

230 • Do you find that in changing the habits of the oricrinal inhabitants of the 
country for the habits of the Irish population, who under this"suPPooition would take 
the place of t~lC .original inhabitants, you make a, satisfactory change;- I am sorr), 
to Eay that wlthm my memory. there has ~nql .. est](Jnably been a great deterioration 
~f the character ot our populatIOn.; I aSCribe n p~rtly ~o the manufacturing occupa
twn; and undoubtedly I do not thmk that the habIts ot many of the Irish that have 
come ~ave been a.d\'antageo.us to our native population; and ill particular I would 
take thIS opportulll~y of statmg my regret that they have sometimes brourrht with 
then~, not only. theIr labo,ur, Lut tl~eir religious animosities, which have b~~n pro
ductIve of cOl~sldera~le (hscom~ort 111 the part of the country in which I live: I allude 
to. a practIce 111 partlcu~ar, whIch to. my own knowledge has been productive e\'en of 
cru~e; I mean the habn of proceSSIOns, which have no kind of connexion with the 
ba~lts of ?ur part of the country, but which have been productive of quarrellill<Y and 
serious mlsunderstandmg. 0 

23 1• W hat sort .of processions do 'you refer to ?-:--Orange processions. 
23 2 . po you tlunk that the app~ll1tment of !llls Committee is likely to create an 

expectatlOll among the persons deSIrous of ell!llJrating in "our part f' tl h h '. e ,J 0 Ie countrv, 
t at t, ey are to get great assIstance .from Government to enable them to 0 to 
.Amenca ~-There can be no q~estlOn that the petitions I have presente3 are 
founded upon a hope that somethlllg of t~J~ sort may be done; and there can he as 
Imle doubt th?t the referell~e of those petitIons to a Committee expressly appointed 
upon tbat ~lIb!cct, I);!',t exclle a ;-ery general hope and o;pectation. ' 

233. You 
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233. You ha\'e said that a poor-rate does not exist in Scotland; upon the failure 
of voluntary contributions, is not both personal and real property rateable for the 
relief of the poor ?-There can be no doubt that, according to the ancient law of 
Scotland, personal and real property is rateable for the poor; in different parts of 
the country a different practice has arisen; 1 believe, in very populous places and 
in the border counties, a practice has arisen not very dissimilar to the practice of 
En~land, namely, that a legal amI compulsory assessment has been established; but 
in the part of the country to which I wish that my evidence should be considered to 
ll)lply, we canllot be said to have any compulsory relief for the poor; at the same 
time, that on many occasions the proprietors of land come forward in a very liberal 
manner with a voluntary contribution, in order to avoid what they apprehend would 
be the consequence, if refused, namely, that measures would be taken to compel 
them to give extensil'e relief to the poor. 

234. Are you aware of the decision that was come to in the barony parish in 
Glasgow, about the year I S~3, to give no aid to any Irish ~-I recollect that there 
was a case which was considered to be of great importance, about the period men
tioned, and I believe that the decision of the local authority, nalllely the heritors and 
kirk session of that parish, went to the refusal of relief to able-bodied persons saying 
that they could not obtain work sufficient to maintain them. 

235. "The case alluded to is a case hetween the heritors of the barony parish and 
an Irishman of the name of Higgins; do you happen to remember the case ~-I be
lieve that is the case to which 1 advert. 

23G. That decision was appealed from to the Court of Session ?-I believe it was. 
237. Do you remember the decision of the Court of Session upon that case ?-My 

impression is, tbat the decision went to reverse the judgment of the local court, and 
to find that the personal and real property of that parish could be made liable in 
snpport of able-bodied persons ~aying they were in a state of destitution. 

238. Whether they were Irish or natives, provided thdt, if they were Irish, they 
had by a continued residence of three years obtaiLlcu a settlement ?-Without dis
tinction, if each party had obtaincu a settlement according to the law of the country. 
I wish to state, that the law of Scotland is, in my opinion, in an uncertain, but at 
the same time in what I shonld term a very hazardous state; I believe that the 
decision of the Court of Session, to which f have adverted, was cOllsidcred to be 
a decision of so alarming a nature, that it has since been called in question; and if 
I were to ofter an opinion to the Committee, I shoulu say that I have some doubt 
whether that decision would he adhered to if the same question c<"tme to be con
sidered on another occasion, although while I say so, I confess that I extremely 
dread the ultimate establishment in the courts of la\\', of the principle laid down in 
the decision with respect to the barony parish of Glasgow. 

239. As the la,,' now stands, with the dcci,iolls of the Court of Session to which 
you have allllded, and whieh as yet ha\'e not been reversed or appealed from, do you 
consider a pauper in Scotland, whether native Scotch, or Irish, having obtained a 
settlement, a beg[!ar of charity, or a creditor on a fund of \\ hich the kirk session 
and the heritors ~~re accountaGle trustees r--So far as my knowledge and memory 
extend, I believe that the balance of the decisions in the courts of Scotland went to 
estaulish the right of such a pauper; but I at the same time wish to state, that if 
I were called upon, as a possessor of property in any parish, to pay under the law in 
support of able-bodied men, I should unquestionably resist the application, and defend 
myself from the demand made upon my property, because I consider that the sup
port of the able-bodied persons is contrary to the original intent of the law, and 
ought not to be sustained in the courts of law. 

240. You are aware that in England real property only is rateable for the relief 
of the poor ?-I am. 

241. Under the law of Scotland, is not personal property, wherever situated, 
rateable, as well as real property, in aid of parochial hurdens?-I believe that some 
very strong decisions of the court have been given to the effect of renderincr personal 
property liable, wherever situated; but I am ~also aware that that part of7he law of 
Scotland is in a very unsettled state, and that important cases are now under con
sideration of the supreme court in Scotland. 

:.!42. But as yet none of the decisions of the Court of Session have been appealed 
from, or reversed, in the House of Lords ?-N ot that I am aware of. 

1~3· On what points do )·ou consider that the uncertainty in the law of Scotland 
~onslsts, respecting the laws affecting the poor?- !\fy opinion i~, that the original 
Intent of the lal\' was, that the a<Ted and infirm should aloue receive aid; that prin-
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ciple has been adhered to rigidly in some districts, in others it bas. been partially 
infringed upon or entirely lost sight of; and the great haz~rd to wh~ch. Scotland. IS' 
subjected, is, that the courts of law may proceed. to establish the 'pnn~lple of relief 
to all who say that they are in want. Tile uncertalllty therefore \\,~Ich IS the ground 
of alarm, is the question, who " the poor" are-if the ~ged and IIlfirm only, Sco~
land would be sate; if all who are, and say they are, .HI wa~t, then the danger IS 
extreme, and that country will be visited by all the eVIls willch are create? bl' the 
Poor lal'\'s in Enuland and even more, as personal as well a~ real property IS hable. 
My opinion is, that tl:ere can be no safety but from legi~lative int~rterence. With 
respect to the relations between Scotland and Ireland, I shoul.d WIsh to ~ake one 
observation to the Committee. It appears to me that there IS to a certalO degree 
a hardship in the relative situations of the natives of Scotland and of Ireland, in 
any interchanoe that may take place between them; an Irishman coming to Scot
land, receives °a settlement in any parish in Scotland, a~ good as a native Scotchman 
possesses, by three years residence, provided, during that period, he lives by his own 
industry; whereas if a Scotchman goes to Ireland, he receives no settlement what
ever, there being no poor law in that country. Now, while I should be the last 
person to say any thing hostile to a free intercourse between Scotland and Ireland, 
whether or not allY restraint could be imposed upon the extent to which the Irish 
resort to Scotland, by rendering the law of settlement somewhat more difficult, 
I am not prepared to say; but I do think it is a point somewhat worthy ot considera
tion, in order, if possible, to restrain the Irish from filling up any vacuum that might 
be created in the population in Scotland, and to check the evils of redundant popu
lation, which arise solely from the resort of Irish to the district of which I speak. 

244. In point of fact, there is no law of removal in Scotland ?-None whatever, 
provid~d a settlement be acquired; and previous to settlement being acquired, no 
one can be removed merely on suspicion that he is likely to become chargeable. 

245· Does not the same observation apply to the relative circumstances of Eng
land and Scotland, which you have described to exist with respect to Scotland al;d 
l.reiand ?-U!lquestionably; aud for that very reason 1 should think it equally de
sIrau!c that Scotland should have some slight means of defending itself against the 
~n!!lIsh as well ~s against the Irioh. there being no reciprocity uetween the law of 
~cotland respectlllg settlement, and that of either of the two other countries. 

246. Is not the case even harder with regard to England, as by the parochial law 
of En)!land there :s a power of removing tbe Scotcb poor, whereas in the law of 
Ireland no such power exists ;-:\lost unquestionauly; Ilith this material distinc
tion, that tbe llUllluer of English res?rting to Scot.hwd, and acquiring settlements, is 
very SlIlall, while the \lumber of IrIsh who acquIre settlelllclI!s in Scotland is very 
great. 

Henry Hume Drummond, Esq. a l\Iember of the House; Examined. 

24 ~. \\' I ~L you be good _ enough t? state .with \\~hat part of Scotland you are 
mOle lllllllelhately c?nnected :-~Iy reSIdence IS not III a manufacturing art of the 
counll)'; but there IS. a part of the county I represent, in which man~f~ctures are 
estauhsbed to a consIderable extent, and accordincrlv I have had 0 ~ t't' 

I H .. ,., - ne pe I IOn to 
present to tIe OLlse, whIch IS nolV referred to this COlllml·ttee· VI' r. 1) If . S' I' I . I' . . . . , z. ,10m )3 rOil 
111 tIr IIlgs me. t IS a petItion trom IlIllety-two heads of famili . ' 

I ~l'h '. es, alllountmcr to 155 
sou s. use persons are III a very miserable condition the'lr I\'hol .'" d f b" , e earlllll"S an 
meulns 0 t SU ISlstfience h.avlI1g of late amounted only to from 4S. to 6s. a week '" They 
app y no on y or assIstance to enable them to ellliorate but C t" f I d d . . If· '" , lOr a por Ion 0 an 
see -COIll, Imp ements 0 husbandry, and sub.5lstence till they ma be able . ' 
a crop from the lands assigned to them. Thev are all P"1'50·n y .! to raIse 

d . I I' ,} c. s more 01 ess accus-
tome to agncu tura pursUIts; thev have been accustomed t t' I' . 

. f d d lb' • 0 lIe eu tlvatlon of small 
pIeces 0 grolln ; an eheve them to be per:,ons of exc II t h . 
I Id I · k h . e en e aracter· and I 

S IOU t JIll . t ey are as well qualIfied as any ue-cripf f ' 
found, for an experiment of this sort. ~ Ion 0 persons that can be 

,.248. Have th~ gentlemen in your part of the country been called u on to : 
trIbute to the assIstance of those persons 1\ ho are noll' in distress ;-Th~ c ~on
have, and thev have made great exertions in I'arious ways' th . h Y

b 
crtalllly 

scriptions collected in e\'eryc parish of the county of Stirlino' edre
ll 

al'e h een suu
beSIde tl . t . r'd lb' . .. e' an Jere ave been 
. ' la, I III III L1a su scnptlUns 10 a cOlblderaLle allluunt I ,. ;, b' ! .' 
III Loudon and in ELlinuurgh. '. I.~Uc } tie gentrj ., 

:C4~). What 
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249. What is the occupation of. those persons who are desirous of emigrating in H. Il. ~/'lImmo1/d, 
your part of the counlry ?-Operatlve cotton weavers, hand-loom weavers. hq. 

250 . Do you conceive that .the g~ntle!11e~ in yo~r part of .the cou~ltry would be ~ 
willing to aid those persons In emlgratlllgr-I thmk very httle assIstance can be 1827. y 
looked for from that quarter, they have made such great exertions already; and 
I believe there is a feeling that the advantage to themselves and to the country in 
which they live would be very small from an emigration of that description, for 
various reasons. They would probably consider that the gap in the population 
would very soon be filled up from other quarters, and in particular by the influx of 
Irishmen in the westcrn part of Scotland, who are ill fact driving the population 
of the country out of their employment by working at a cheaper rate than the 
natives, from their haIJits, can do. 

251. Do you conceive that the exchange of Irishmen for the native population 
of that part of the country would be a good or a bad exchange?-I think it a great 
evil; it tends to the depreciation of the moral habits of the people. 

252. Do you find the habit of industry of the Irish, and their moral conduct, to 
be very inferior to that of the native population of that description ;-lJ pon the 
whole 1 certainly consider them to be very much inferior. 

253. Are they inferior in point of industry?-There are anum ber of the Irish 
who are certainly very remarkable for industrious habits; but lIe remark that there is 
a degree of unsteadiness about them, as compared with our own people; they will 
work hard for a time, bllt then a change takes place, a row or a fight occurs, and 
they cannot be depended upon for continuing in any settled habit of industry. 

254. Do not they work at a lower rate of wages than the Scotch:- Yes, 1 believe 
they generally do; but we find that in certain classes of labour, for example in all 
the lower departments, even in Edinburgh, the labour is carried on by I ri5hmen; the 
scavengers and lamplighters, and people of that description, are almost all Irishmen. 

25.5. Are not those Irish, who are now displacing the Scotch labourers, content 
to live without those decent comforts, the want of which would shame a native 
Scotchman?-Yes. 

256. Have they been the means of introducing religious animosities and feuds 
into that part of the country :-1 havc not had any opportllnity of observing tbat; 
but 1 know that there have been disturbances in EdinGurgh witbin tbe last felV years, 
which have been occasioned hy the influx of Irish; they take place particularly on 
Sunday, a day on which the lower orders of the Scotch are not accustomed to any 
thing of that sort. 

2Si. Have you knowll any Orange processions in Edinburgh ~-No, I have 1I0t. 

258. You have stated, that if emigration were to take place to any amount from 
that part of Stirlingshire with which you are acquainted, the vacuum so created 
would be instantly filled up, either by people flowing in froUl other parts of the 
country, or by labourers coming from Ireland; have not the proprietors in that 
part of the country a discretion of letting the house, .. , or of refusing to let the 
hOllses to which those emigrant, go 1_-.'1. great proportion of the houses in the 
country villages do not belong to the landed proprietors, but to "hat we call feuars; 
that is to say, the house is the actual property of a person "ho has no other pro
perty but that house; and an individual of that inferior station will generally let 
it to the person that offers him at tbe moment, without even good security, the 
highest rent. 

259. They belong to a class of persons that do IIOt contribute either in a volun
tary or a compulsory llIanner to the relief of the poor ?-In a great measure they 
do, certainly. 

260. Is not personal property as well as real property in Scotland rateable in aid 
of the parochial funds for the relief of the poor ?~lt is, but there arc very few 
instances in that part of the country of any legal assessment. . 

2G I. Upon the failure of voluntary contributions for that purpose, have you any 
doubt that, by law, property both real and personal is rateable? - I have 110 doubt 
that it is liable. 

262. Does it consist with your knowledge that the appointment of this Committee 
.has created much expectation on the part of persons desirous of emigrating. that 
they are to get considerable assistance from the Government to carry them to N oi'th 
America?-I am inclined to think it has createcl expectations. 

I; 263. '. D~ you think that it has in ang degree unsettled their present views of 
occupation :-1 am not aware that it has. j) 

55°, H 4 264. Do 
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264. Do you think that if wages were to rise there, so as to ~lace them in a better 
condition, they would still resort to emi~ration, rather than a\'all th~mselves o.f such 
rise of wages ?-I should be inclined to think they would rather gIVe up all Idea of 
emigration, in those circumstances. 

2 65. Are you aware of the barony parish case that came be~ore the Court of 
Session in the year 1824?-I have freqllently heard .the case me?tlOlle~. 

266. Do you think that under that decision, an Irlsl~man, havmg gamed a settle
ment in Scotland, thouah able-bodied, if he cannot bnd employment, has at tbe 
present moment a legal claim on the poor fUlld. of a pa,rish in Scotland ?-I h~ve no 
idea that any able-bodied person, \"hether Irish or Scotch, has a legal claim for 
relief ill Scotland. 

2 67, Notwithstanding that decision?-I do not understand that that was the 
import of that decision. 

268. Arc you aware of what lVere the facts of the case whi~h ?ccurred with 
respect to the Abbey parish in Paisley?-,I understood that an applicatIOn was made 
in the ordinary course to the heritors of the parish and kirk session, by an Irish 
pauper, for relief; the relief was refused him; he then went by petition to the 
sheriff; the sheriff affirmed the proceeding (If the heritors and kirk session, and he 
then removed his case from the court of the sheriff into the Court of Session, and 
the Court of Session found that the sheriff had no juri:;diction to review the pro
ceeding of the heritoro and kirk session. 

269. These word~ have been quoted as forming part of the decision of the Court 
of Session, in the case of The Barony Parish 'V. Higgins, "That a pauper in Scot
land is not a beggar of charity, but a creditor of a fund, of which the kirk session 
and the heritors are accountable trustees." 'Vould it appear to YOll, from these 
words, that that principle was applicable to able-bodied paupers?- No, I see nothing 
~hatever affecting that question, in that decision. 

270. Supposing emigration to take place to any extent in the district with which 
you are acquainted, would not the effect of that emigration, in your opinion, be to 
raise the price of labour ?-I sllOald suppose so. 

2i1. Do you not conceive that a rise in tbe price of labour would operate to 
induce an increased influx of people into the district in question '-Unquestionably. 

2i2. From what quarter do you cOllceive that influx of people would come?
Partly from the neighbouring parts of Scotland, and also from Ireland, 

273. Suppooing a syotem of emigration to the colonies to take place from Scot
land, at a tillle, when no such s)ste~1l of colonial emigration took place from Ireland, 
~\'(~uld not the mducement to the Irish to emigrate to Scotland, be weater than it now 
IS t-Undouhtedly. 

2i 4· Is not the tendency of, th~ present sys~el1J, in the, district to which your evi
dence has reference, the subSl1tutlOn ot an Irish populatIOn for the orilJinal Scotch 
population :-1 think it is. '" 

27:;· lIas th~t "f late very much augmented, in consequence of the facility of 
stehamd-boat navIgatIon ?-It has; the Irish come over, I believe, at from 4 d. to 6d. 
a ca . 

:2;l:" In }our part of the ,country~ i~ the ~rish population, of which you speak, 
a constan~ly 11l0v~ng p~pu~a,tlOn, o,r IS It statIonary ~-Part of it is stationary; but 
there 10 abo a gre .. t pal t ot It that IS ,constantly. cOllllng and going. 

'1;77, I?o you know wheth:r ~here IS an~ cOlmderahle proportion of Ihat po lldation 
whlch reSIdes long enou,gh wlt,hm th~ paflshes to gaill a lelo!al settlr-ment uv'the law 
of Sculland ?-In my 1I11IDcdlate nelgllbourhood that hardly ever ha - b t' 
the neighbourhood of G las,row, I believe, it is common. ppens; u m 

::!78, Then the injury IIhich that Irish population does to . I' I . th f you, IS mere y 1Il oll'cnng 
e. r~te, 0 ,\\~ges g,enerally, and tl~ereb'y thruwing the naiive population u 011 the 

legal I chef ~-1 hat IS the way the eVIl operates without co '.1' 1 P 
D _' ,nsluenng tlle moral (;ffects. 

279· 0 not) ou conceIve that one of the great cau<es oj' the' . , f h 
I . ItS I d ' . eml C1 ratlOIl 0 t p. flS I 0 cot an , IS to be found in the misery add ' , , e, ' 
placed in their own country?-Certainly. 11 eslltutlOn HI which the), are 

'1;80. Do you no~ also concei~e that any unsettled state of thin . 
which prevents the lIlvestment ot capital in manufacture t d g~ Idn that country, 
I t ' , s, (;n s to Il1 uce the l'OpU 
rt Ion to go mto a country where manufactures can be " d d -Y d I k j" cal rle on a vantageollsly-

es; ,an 'now, rOIll experience, that after there have been di t' -, I ,-
there I, always an influx into Scotland. s uroances 10 relanrl, 

:lSI. Are the Irish emigrants, ot' \\hom you have spuken, chiefly from the norl'tl 
of Ireland :-Chiefly from the north. -
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282. Are they Catholics or Protestants ?-Partly both; I Lelieve there 
great many Catholics in the neighLourhood of Glasgow. 

are a H. H. Drummond. 

283. Are they chiefly weavers?-They are of all descriptions. 
284. Do not you conceive that the introduction of the power-loom and the 

gene~al application of. ~nachincry to m~nufactures, .has had as great an e~ect. in 
detenoratmg the condlt"lon of the \\'orkmg classes m Scotland, as the emlgratlOll 
from Ireland; restricting the question of course to the first effect of the introduction 
of machinery, ,dthout referring to its ultimate tendency?-With regard to the price 
of labour, I should suppose it has; but I do not think myself competent to answer 
the whole question. 

285. Ha\'e not you observed that the Irish 1V.11O have gone into the manufacturing 
districts of Scotland, have been much more statIOnary, generally, than the Irish who 
have "one into the argricultural districts ?-I believe tbat is the case. 

286. You have stated that the great body of the population in your part of the 
country who are desirous to emigrate, are operative weav~l:s ?-Entirely. 

287. You were also understood to say, that tbe PetItIOners were persons much 
accustomed to agricultural pursuits ?-l said that all of them were more or less 
accustollled to agricultural' pursuits. 

288. How do you reconcile those circumstances ?-They live in country villages, 
and each of them has a smali piece of land that he cultivates. 

289. Are not most of the native hand weavers of Scotland accustomed at times to 
work in argriculturul labour ?-Those that I am best acquainted with are those that 
live in the country villages, I believe they are almost entirely so; but I am not so 
well acquainted with the dense population of Glasgow. 

2yO. During the hay and corn harvest, do not they almost always work in the 
fielel ?-They certainly do. 

With regard to the poor's rate, I wish to make one observation. What I believe 
to be the great difference between the Scotch and English systems, with regard to 
the poor's rate, is this; that in Scotland the kirk session, who correspond to the 
churchwardens in England that have the distribution of the poor's money, and the 
heritors who are the landowners of the parish, have a right to determine to what 
amount relief shall be given to those individuals who are -entitled by law to receive 
it. They have no right to say what description of persons are entitled by law to 
relief, but they have a right to determine the amount to be given; and there is no 
jurisdiction in the sheriff or justices of the peace, or any subordinate judge or magis
trate of any description, to control the judgment those persons may pronounce with 
regard to the amount of the relief; bUl if they refuse altogether relief to a person 
who is entitled to it hy law, that person may have a remedy by SUbmitting the case 
to review in the Court of Session, which is the supreme court. 

Sabbati, 24" die Februarii, 1827. 

Major Thomas Moody, called in; and Examined. 

291. YOU have lately been at :Manchester ~-I have. 
292. Have you had an opportunity of inquiring, in detail, into the state of the 

pauper population in that part?-To a certain extent I have, through the facilities 
that were given to me by the churchwardens, and by many proprietors of mills. 

293. Have you received any statements as to the amollnt of poor who are either 
wholly unemployed or only partially employed, and receiving parochial assistance? 
-Of those who are partially employed, and who are receiving parochial assistance, 
I got a statement in considerable detail. 

294. To what district do your observations apply ?-To the township of Man
chester. 

295. Did you get your information from the churchwardens and the parish officers, 
both of the township of Manchester and ofSalford?-No, in the township of Man
chester alone. 
. 296. Will you state to the Committee the details you obtained ;-The average 
number of persons relieved weekly in the township of Manchester consists of about 
3.590 families, computed to be 14,680 persons, of whom about 6,728 are males, 
and about 7,952 females, and of whom about 7.900 are able to work, if employment 
could be obtained. During the year 1826, the sum distributed to those persons was 
40 ,500 I. It is necessary to add, that during the lauc::r part of the year, the distress 
~~ I ~ 
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was greatest, but this statement of annual expense is diffused over the whole ~eriod 
of tI~elve months. In order to compare it with what had been the amo~nt.111 the 
years before, I beg leave to state that in the preceding year, 1835, the sum distrIbuted 
had only been 25,,')88/. 

29i. That refers to parochial distribll~ion.?-:-Yes. " 
3·q~. Among how many persons was It distributed ?-About 1,501 families, con-

sisting, lIpon complltation, of about 5,29.1 pers~ns.. In the year 182~, the sum 
distributed amongst the poor was 31,1581. ; It was dlstnbuted among 4,7;)5 pe~sons. 
In 1823, the slim distributed was only 1~,7481 .. a~ong 4,70 9 persons. It IS ne
cessary to observe, that there is a great ~nequahty !n the num.uel' of ~ersons that so 
received relief, in consequence of the distress fallmg at I?alycular tImes; but the 
sums will always give a correct idea of the measure of dIstress, better than the 
number of families. 

211~1. Do you suppose that before 1~2~ the rates were in their ordinary state?
I suppose that must have been the case for three years or thereabouts. In 1822, 
the expenditure for the pOOl' .was 2?,866 I. . " . 

300. Can you state what IS considered, III th~ dlstnct, to have been the ordlllary 
amount of poor rates ?-I cannot state that; It woul? appear from the statem~nt 
given to me, that the average was about 23,0001. dUring the three years precedmg 
the periofl of my visit. 

30 1. Was the -j.' 1 •. 100 I. which was paid in J 826, exclusively raised in Manchester, 
or \\ J,; part of it furnished by the London Committee?-N 0 part of it was furnished 
by the London Committee, as was stated to me. 

3U:.? Have you any opportunity of knowing what contributions were made by the 
London Committee?-No, I have not. 

3(\3. You stated, that in the year 182 11, this part of the fund was distributed 
to ;,')')() persons who were able to work, had employment been found for them; 
can you state what number of persons, so situated, were Out of work in former 
years ?-No, I cannot. When I say that they were able to work, if employment 
had been found for them, I mean th'lt they were partially employed; I do not mean 
to say that they were out of work from January to December, but they were only 
partially employed, which led to the necessity of parochial relief being afforded 
to them at certain periods of the year. 

304. Can you state what was the parochial rate per pound on the actual rent in 
Manchester, in the year 1826 ?- I have not got that; I have only the total sums. 

30,i· Supposing a man, a woman, and three children, to be unemployed, what is 
the expense per week at which their subsistence i, to be estimated ?-A man em
ployed as a weaVf~r, with a wife and three children, should earn in net money, 2s. 6d. 
p:r day, or ,J 58. per week, to ~nable him to ~rovid.e for himself and his family 
WithouT. 'Illhlstrn~c from the pansh rates, supposlOg hiS expenses of livin" to con
tinue at the scale which they were once at, thnt scale lJein<f as follows' ho~se rent 

. k I " , , 
2s. a \Hlk; clothes, 28. fJd. a wee'; wleat flour, and oatmeal, 38. 6d.; bacon 
and butcher's meat, 28. 6d.; corree, tea al1l1 sugar, 18. 6 rl.; coal and candles 18.' 
beer, J s. and sundries, 1 s.; making 158. per \reek. ' , 

306. l r pan whnt dat<'- was that estima~e formed ~-:-~t was furnished by a master 
manufacturer to me, of what the wages paId to one at hiS men were and the account 
which the man gave of his expenditure. ' 

}Oi . You state 15 8 .. to be the weeldy expense of a mnn, his wife, and three 
chlldr~n; at what redu.c.tlOn f:om that amount would that man call upon the parish 
for rellef?-I suppose It I~e dId not gE'~ from ten to twelve shillings, he would then 
call upon the pal'lsh for reltef, to make It up to ten or twelve shillinrrs but not above 
that; at least I understood that to be the rule. ,., , 

. 308. \\'ould a selec! ve~try, sitti~g in Manchester, give relief in case of reduc
tIOn belO\~ 12 s. a, \reek ~- '\ es, I believe they would, to the extent of from ten to 
twelve shillin!.!;s: It would depend upon the. mea?s of the family to support them
sell ( ' .. and thu.r appearance. The .m~nner 10 winch I salV the business conducted, 
was thIs: certam gentlemen were slttm CT where the poor al)peal'ed p' II d 
h 'd . h ffi '" er,ona y, an 

~ e ~I esmen, or par~s 0 ce~s,. gave the poor applicant a ticket for relief, after 
m.qUlry made by sendmg out VISitors to ascertain where the man worked and what 
hiS character was. ' 

30 9· Ca~ you state the qu.antities ?f meat and bacon referred to in the estimate 
yo.u have gIVen ?-I cannot, m that mstance; but I can in the case of a cotton 
spmner. \! 

310. Did 
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310• Did you see any case of a weaver applying to recei\'e a ticket for relief, Major 
whose net earnin<1s amounted to lOS. a week ;l-:t\'o, he was not crettincr perhaps Thomas Moody. 
above 48. 6d. or °6s. a week, and it was the sum between that 4s, 6d. or 6s. '------...,----J 
a \Ieek and lOS. that he applied for, taking illto consideration what his family might 24 ;~~;.ary, 
earn. 

311. You mean, that a wea\'er in the receipt of five or six shillincrs a week would 
be considered by the parish officers as entitled to four or five shilling~ in addition~
If the particular circumstances. of the case justified it, Ilith respect to his family. 
- 312. Do YOll then state it to the Committee as your belief, that there is no weaver 
earnincr only 6s. a week, having a wiie and three children, who is not receiving 4S. 
a week from the parish ;-:t\' 0, I cannot say that; I only speak to what I observed 
to ue the rule. 

313. On the other hand, are you not of opinion that there are many weavers who 
are earning no more than 6.1'. a week, with a wife and three cbildren, who are not 
receiving any thing from the parish ?-Therc may be many, who arc Irish, and who 
have not settlements. 

314. With respect to the Irish weavers, do they receive parochial relief of any 
kind?-In case of great distress only. 

315. "'hen the rate of wages falls so low that the weaver cannot earn more than 
four or five shillings a week, how does the Irish weaver manage to support himself, 
his wife, and his children?-They are reduced to a scale of suusi:;t{~[Jce equal to their 
salary. Such a scale as will meet the sum of 7 s. 6d. per week may be thus explained, 
as stated to me: in that case, the house rent will be 1 S. 6d.; clothes, G d. j wheat, 
flour and oatmeal, but a great proportion of it being oatmeal, amounted to 2 s. ; 
bacon and butcher's meat, of which the greater part is bacon, IS.; cotfee, tea ami 
sugar, 1 s. j coal and candle, Gd.; beer, given up. In the former case, J s. a week 
was expended in beer. I beg to observe that my object was to see, in case of 
distress what article was particularly diminished in the consumption. 

316. Does that rate of subsistence afi()rd sufficient nourishment for a family, to 
keep them in good health ?-It is higher than the rate at which they are supported 
in tbe poor house, of which I have got the tstimate. 

317. An'; you now talking of the hand-loom weavers?-I am speaking of 
hand-loom weaving, comuined with machinery, by which, for example, his weu is 
dressed, &c. 

318. You have :;tated, that there were 7,900 persons able to work, either without 
work or only partially employed; suppOSi:lg one-half of those persons to be taken 
away, would there be full employment for the remainder ?-Among the hand-loom 
weavers, who have not the aid of machinery, I do not think wages would rise, or that 
employment would soon ue found. 

319. Do you think, supposing two-thirds had been abstracted, that there would 
have been employment for the remainder ~- I could not say with certainty, as my 
knowledge of the statistics of the town does not comprehend exactly the number 
employed as hand-loom weavers mertly. 

320. Can you state what proportion of the subsistence of those persons was 
supplied by their own partial employment, and what proportion was paid from the 
parish rates ?-No, I cannot. 

321. Supposing them to have had no employment at all, an abstraction of the 
whole number of 7,900 would have left the working population in that district \I ith 
employment sufficient jar their maintenance without coming upon the parish rates? 
-I should suppose so; but that question involves another, which would be the 
demand for their lauour from the sale of the articles raised. 

322. Can you say what proportion of the 40,500 t. YOll have mentioned, was 
expended upon the 7,900 able-bodied men who were partially employed ?-No. 

323. Can you tell what proportion of the 7,900 able-bodied men had settlements, 
and what portion of them were casual poor? - I cannot. 

324. Do you conceive that the difficulty of finding employment, which at pre~ent 
prevails, arises to any considerable extent from the introduction of the power-loom 
into that neighbourhood ?-Decidedly it is one cause. 

325· It is a principal cause ?-It is, but the want of demand must be an equally 
powerful cause. 

326. Are the Committee to understand that in your opinion the introduction of 
the power-loom was a principal cause, and that that was very much increased and 
ag~ravated by the general want of demand in the trader-That is the idea. I wish 
to ex press. 

550 • 12 327. You 
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3 27. You are not able to state to the Committee what proportion of the evil you 
conceive to arise from the introduction of the power-loom ?-N 0, I cou~d n?t state 
that with accuracy; I conceive that information could be got from est1matJn~ the 
quantity of work which is done by the power-loom, as compared by the quantIty of 
work done by the hand-loom. . ' 

328 .. Can you state in what proportion the mtroductlOn of the power-loom. re-
duces the number of hands employed ;-No, I could not state the exact proportIOn, 
but it is considerable. ., . ., . _ 

329. HolV long has thIs mtense dIstress pre~alled Jl1 that nel~hbou~hood.
I should suppose within six months may. be the penod of the greatest mtenslty of the 
distress. It was considered to be weanng away when I was there. 

330 . Did it begin only six months a~o ?-I could no~ speak to that;. from the 
paper given to me it appeared that the dlstr~ss was more m the latter 'perIod of the 

Year' and dividin<J the year into periods of SIX months, I suppose the SIX last months 
'0 • 

was the period in which the distress was most mt~nse. . 
331. Uut it was wearing away when you lefv-It was, they havll1g removed a 

great number of the people so causing the dis.tress. . . 
332. How did they remove them?-By paymg them money to go to theIr panshes. 
333. To what extent was that doner-In 1826 the number of individuals re

moved was 4,02C), in 1 i>:2,) the number of individuals removed was 698, in ],824 it 
was {j 10; and it appears that in the year IS? 8 .there had been a penod of dl~tress, 
and during tbat year 1,177 were removed, stIll It was very far short of the dIstress 
in 1826, as diffused over the wbole year. 

334, Can you state in what proportion there was an influx of population into 
those districts in the prcceding year~-No, I cannot. 

335. The year uefore this great distress, were not the ~anufacturers in that district 
ill a state of great prosperity?-Very great; by prosperIty, I mean that there was 
a great demand for labour. 

;}3(i. Was there not a great influx of population into the district, from the sur
rounding country ?--I am not aware whether the prosperity arose by augmentation 
of wages, in conscquence of a demand for goods, or by the increase of labourers 
being less than the demand for labour. I am not informed as to the influx of popu
lation from the country. 

33 i ' Were thcre not a great many new factories built ?-N ot many actually filled 
wit~ .machinery, as I lias told; but not being resident in Manchester, I cannot speak 
posItIvely. 

338. The question refers to the two years preceding the commencement of the 
distress?-I understood there were not many built and filled with machinerv; two 
or three might have been laid out, and built, or perhaps more; I cannot speak posi
tivelv, as I am not a resident in Manchester. 

339. But the trade was considered to be in full employment :-It was, in those 
years preceding the distress; it was considered that there was full employment for 
every body. 
. 340. Is not it ~ow. considere~ ~hat .there was at that period a good deal of what 
IS called over-tradll1g?-The Opll1lOn IS, that they had over calculated the demand 
in the market for their goods. " 

341. Having .lately ~isited ~ancashire, \I'ith the vi~w of inquiring into the causes 
of the present dIstress there, dId you ask any questIOns relative to the increased 
facility of communication with Ireland ?-Yer,; but my object in visitinO' Lancashire 
was not entirely that stated in the question. b 

~42. What is tbe pl:esent cost of a passag~ between Dublin and Liverpool?
I dId not ask the questIOn as to the exact prIce; but I understood it was a very 
low sum. 

34$' Considering the faCIlity of that communication, and the fact which is 
noto.rlOus, of there being a surplus population in Ireland, have you any doubt, if a 
portlO~l of the prese?t distressed weavers were removed from Manchester, and wages 
rose eIther from an,l11crease of demand for the manufacturers or a diminished supply 
of labour, that an Immediate influx of Irish hands would take place?-I think it is 
extremely probable. ", 

344· ~ave you any doubt it w?uld be the case?-None whatever. . 

f 
31\45. Voul~ those persons, so mtroduced, have a legal claim upon the poor rates 

a Ianchester "-No I h d h . h 
n 6 ,1 J appre en , not to t e same extent as pans poor • 
. >4 . Therefore the charge upon the poor rates would not be increased in con

sequence of such introduction ?--Certainly not to any very great extent. 

347. If 
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34i. If those persons were utterly destitute, would they not be entitled to relief 
as casual poor, and must tbey not be removed at the expense of the parish ?-It 
would be a matter of individual benevolence so far as efficient relief would be 
applied to them; tbe removal of them by the parish would be a matter of nece~sity. 
as I apprebend. 

348. Are you able to inform the Committee at what expense the Irish paupers 
were removed?--They gave them 6s. 3d. each. In answer to this question, which 
I put to the churchwardens, " How many of those persons so removed were Irish 
or Scotch and what has been the expense of removing each during the year 1826," 
I was told that tbere were about 3,660 all Irish; the expense of removing each 
person of this class averages 6.1'. 3 d. . .. • 
~ 349. You have stated that 4,029 mdlvlduals "'ere removed 111 18:::6; do you 
know what effect the removal of those persons had upon the price of labour to the 
remainder ?-I believe there was little or no change in the price, in consequence of 
the diminished demand for labour. 

35 0 • Have you any information ,vith regard to the price of a passage on the 
deck of a steam-boat, frolll Dublin to Liverpool :-1 have not, from any inquiries 
of my own. 

3.5 1. Does it amount to IS. 6 d. ? - I believe it is as small a sum as that, ,,-hen 
they lay in their olVn bag of potatoes or subsistence for the passage. 

:~52. "fhen money was furnished to send them away from ~Ianchester, do you 
know where they were sent to ?-I do not; I suppose they went to Ireland, or to 
wherever there ~\'as likely to be a demand for their labour in England. 

353. Do you know whether they were relieved at all before being sent away :
Yes, that 6 s. '3 d. contributed to relieve them. 

354. Did not you fincl, upon inquiry in Manchester, that in the year or two 
preceding 1826, cunsiderable factories were established, particularly weaving factories 
and silk factories ?-l\'o, I did not inquire much into this circumstance. 

355. You have stated that one principal cause of the deterioration of the wages 
·of labour, has been the introduction of machinery; are you of opinion that in the 
event of any number of unemployed persons being abstracted from }'IanciJester and 
its neighbourhood, by emigration, and the recurrence of a demand for labour beyond 
the rate of demand at the period of their removal, that the increase of the wages of 
labour which migbt be expected to result from such a state of things would be 
lessened by the actual introduction of more machinery than is now employed r
Yes, I think it would. 

356. Are you of opinion tbat, in point of fact, machinery is at this moment 
withholden, in consequence of the low price of labour ancl the destitute condition 
of the labouring artisans :-It would be difficult to say that it is withholden; some 
persons may do so, but others said they never deferred for one moment any 
improvement that they could make in their machinery, the desire of competing ,vith 
others induced them instantly to use it; but as a general opinion: I would say, 
that if wages were high, the principle of competition would naturally lead them to 
introduce machinery to enable them to raise the article at a low expense, ancl that 
machinery would naturally tbrow out human labour, unle:;s the demand were favour
able to its employment by an increased dp.mand. 

357. Have you had any communication upon the subject with any persons who 
are manufacturers of machinery '-Yes. 

358. What was their opinion upon that point: - Their opinion was, that 
machinery would be increased, to the substitution of human labour. 

359. Have you any means of forming an idea of the average rate of wages of 
the hand weavers who are fully employed?- "'itll respect to weavers on the 
common hand loom, when weaving is performed in the cottage of the labourer, 
the earnings for auy description of plain work will be far short of those quoted in 
the factory arrangement on the improved loom, because much of the weaver's time 
is taken up in dressing his warp; he has also to find material for dressing. Therefore, 
say a Bolton 60 reed calico 6-4 wide, a man workiug 12 to 14 hours a day will 
weave 24 yards per week, at 3f d. per yard, being is.; deductions, for dressing, 
winding his weft, shuttles, &c. 2S. 6d. to 3s. per week, leaving the net money to 
the weaver, 4S. to 4S. 6 d. per week. In Blackburn and the neighbourhood, the 
work is chiefly of coarse and light quality of cloth; the net earnings of the work
man will be about the sum of 48. to 48. 6d. or 58. per week. In the factory 
arrangement, every thing is found for the wcaver, his warps are dressed by ma-
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chinery, and every preparation the same as for po\\'er-\\'ea~ing; he has. nothing to 
take oft· his attention, but continues at the loom; on tillS system, with. the lo~ 
price of lahour, the hand weaving is nearly if not fully equal to the power, In certam 

fahrics. . . . 
360. Do not the low prices of hand weaving, as compa.reu \~Ith the high prIces 

of powcr-Ioom weaving, bring the hand IVcav~r to an equahty \nth the power-loom 
,,,eavcr?-Y C.", a5 I understood in some kmds of work, where the weaver had 
assistance from machincry in thc manufactory. . 

361. Can you state "'hat the average wages gamed by a power-loom wea.ver, 
upon the articles you ha\'e just enumerated. amounted to?-Th~ case that was gIVen 
to IllC \la' one in ,vhich ,vere combined, partly power machmery and partly the 
damly loom. The amount of wages gained by pe:so.ns employed in thi~ combined 
manufacture '"ere given to me in this scale. The ",mders, young or marned women, 
I:, to ~'j yecHs of H~C', 8 s. to lOS. per wcek; if younger, say I? to 10 years old, 
5.1'. to 7 s. "'arpcr5, young or married ,romen, 18 to 25 years ot age, ] 0 s. to.] 28. 
per week. ,r arp drc;;:,crs, lIlen from 25 to 40 years of <l.ge and upwards, ~rdll1ary 
or coar~e ,\ori;, ~os. to ~'jS. per wcek; fine \\'ork, (that IS, when tine yarn IS used) 
;"l).y. to 40.1'. per \Hek. "'itb respect to weavers on po\\'er-Iooms: -power-looms are 
tenued hy young IIlcn or women, onc person attcnding two looms; the average 
"eddy earnings will he from 7s. lid. to lOS. 6d. for persons of 14.to 22 years of 
age; tine work \lill a\cra~e higher, say lOS. Gd. to 14S. pef\veek; it the hands are 
youngcr. the earning.; will ue less in proportion. '" eavcrs on the improved hand 
loom :-"\ man, working 1'~ to 14 hours a day, will weave of coarse cloth per week 
144 yar:l" at } d. per yard, 'I s. a week; a woman, 108 yards, 6 s. 9 d. per week; 
a boy or ~irl, go y,mk 4S. tid. to .'is. Sd. pCI' week. Middling quality, a llJan will 
'lcalC (II ori;il::C; as abovc) (io yards per week, at lid. per yard, 8,s. I) d.; a woman 
48 yard-, 7s. Iii)" quodity (say a Dolton 60 reed 0-4 wide) a man will weave 
48 yards per \rcck, at '2 f d. per yard, 10 S. per ,vcck; a woman 36 yards per week, 
at 2 I d., j s. 6£1. pCI' week. 

362. Is not the improvcment of the power-loom still progressive :-From the 
eftect of. science being applied to the mechanical power, I should say it must he 
progressl ve. 

363. Is not almost cvery species of work wrought by the power-loom, of a better 
texture and fabric than that wrought by the hand?- It is considered more equal; but 
it is in some measure a disputed point as to fineness; a gentleman who uses wme pro
portion of hand-loom weaving, with the aid of machinery to dress, &c., thinks that he 
makes a bettcr quality of fine cloth hy that means than he could hy machinery alone. 

364. The quality of the article being so nearly the same, and the cost of the 
manufacture being so much less by the power-loom than by the hand loom. is it 
yOIl~ op~ni?n th~t. h~nd-Ioom ,,,eaving must very soon cease. in this country?
I thlllk It IS a faIr Illterence, that mere cottage hand-loom weavlIl rr must (Jive way to 
the cheaper manufacture by machinery. " " 

3(i'j. And that speedily?-I could not say speedily, because, where warres are 
vcry low, 1 ,aw a manufactory where onc kind of hand-loom weaviu<Y was :dopted 
in preference to machinery alone. " 

36ti. Are you aware of the tax existing on common prints ?- Yes. 
. ?bj. That tax is levied when a plain weh g<les to the printtield?-Yes, I believe 
It IS. 

368. The. o~ly, ":?r~ "I!icb th: power-loom ca~not n?w prod.uce equally with the 
hand )00l~1, 15 a \allegatec, pattci n ?-Y cO', there IS a difficulty III that. 

369. (an you s.tate at "ha~ ~ate o.f wages you suppose a hand-loom weaver could 
su~cessfully enter mto ~ompetltlOn \\'Ith a power-loom weaver :-1 could not, but r 
thmk he could not pOSSibly compete with him finally. 

d
3jo .. i\t .no raftelof ,,'ages ~ not even at 5 s. or 6s. a week ?-That would be such 

a etenoratlOn ° liS con~iItlOn tbat 1 could scarcely suppose an EIlITlish labourer 
to compete under those circumstances; he would have to give up his ""I thO d 
diminish his suhsistence. co, mg, an 

371. y ~1I stated one case, where you knew of a manufacturer that emplo ed a 
great. num;oer, .o~ h~nd-lo~lI~ weavers, althougb he had tl~e means of instiLting 
machm~ry . -I bat IS to Sct;., pal t ot. the manufactory consisted of machinery, and 
part of It of hand-loom \\la\:J1lg; hut It was not what is called the cottage system, 
It was hand-loom 'lecHlng 111 ~ manufactory, where the dressing and preparation 
of the \leb ".as d.one by machll1ery, and the 'Ieaver had nothin<1 to do but to sit 
(lown and drive hiS shuttle; there he wove a hetter kind of cloth, ;nd got somewhat 

higher 
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higher wages than the mere cottage hand-loom weaver, who had to dress his 
own web, &c. 

372• Did that individual continue that kind of band-loom system in consequence 
of the cheapness of labour ?-Yes, he told me so. 

S73. You mentioned calicoes that were wove at the rate of three fartbincrs a 
yard; at what rate could the same description of calico be wove by the po~er
loom ?-I cannot state that; but I suppose not much cheaper. 

S74. Did you go yourself into any of the power-loom factories :-No, I did not 
in Manchester. 

375. Did you learn from inquiries that the rate of ~va~e~ paid was generally in 
proportion to the number of power-looms that each llH.livldual attended ?-Yes, 
I understood that. 

3iti. And that some attended one loom, some two, and some three? --I did not 
know that they went so far as three. 

3i7. You have stated that a weaver, according to the cottage system, earned, till 
the last year, from four shillings to five shillings a week; do you bappen to know 
how much he earned in I tl25, when YOIl have stated that there was a great ucmand 

• for labour :--N 0, I do not exactly; but I understood during the last ten years, 
that wages had changed from 10S. to :lOS., making an avcra~e of 15 s. per ,veek. 

378. Did there seem to you to be a vcry strong wish on the p:u"1 of the uistressed 
inhabitants of Manchester, to emigrate ;--It 'I"as a quc"tion I never asked anyone 
of them; I was desirous of exciting no feeling upon that or any other subject; I was 
there as a private individuaL 

3 i9· You have been in different parts of America, bave you not;- I have. 
380. Do you consider that the surplus population of our manufacturing towns are 

calculated to make good settlers ill the back \Yoods of America :--I have never had 
any experience upon that subject; from what I have seen in the Report of the 
Emigration Committee, it would appear that a person that had been a cottage 
hand--Ioom weaver could very soon obtain the knowledge necessGry to cultivate the 
ground, "here the fertility of the soil is such that it requires nothinu: but an axe to 
cut down the trees, and a hoe to put in the seed. 

381. Are you not aware that to wield the axe requires a very powerful arm ?-Y C". 

382. Do you think that the habits of a manufacturer are calculated to give him 
sufficient strength for the labours of the field, in a new country ?-N ot eqllal to the 
back-woodsman, for a constant occupation; but his occupation in felling trees would 
be very limited, becauEe he would soon be able to fell as much as he wanted, and 
the ground so cleared of the timber woulu be able to subsist him; and therefore 
the talent for felling trees would not be much required of him, as he would not purslJe 
the felling of trees, except for the purpose of clearill~ the ground he llimself intended 
to cultivate. 

383. In a new settlement would not each setller be obligcd to fei! the trees upon 
his lot ?-Certainly. 

384. Must he not, then, have strength sufficient for that purpose ?-Ccrtainlv he 
must have strength, but it does not appear to me to require 00 yery great an eftort 
of strength; it appears to me that it may be lllana,~ed a great deal by address; 
for instance, by cutting trees in a certain manner, and pulling down one, it sends 
clown many others with it; that address, and others of a like kind, mmld soon be 
acquired by an European; but he certainly would not he so dexterous at it as the 
back-woodsman of America. 

385. But you do not consider him incapable of performing the labour necessary 
in a new settlement ?-Most certainly not. 

386. Would not the natural course be, that upon emigrants arriving, the previous 
settlers would as,ist them in cutting down the trees upon their land, while the emi. 
grants lent their labour to other purposes, to which they were more suited :-There 
certainly might be some .subdivision of labour admitting of that arrangement. 

387. Are you acqual11ted with the emigrations of Irish or Encrlish that arrive in 
America without any capital; and are you able to inform the Com'"mittee, from your 
own knowledge, of the general circumstances that attend the parties so arriving ?-
I could not speak with great knowledge of the details, but I can state what I 
observed when in the city of New York. I found that most of the coachmen and 
carmen, and that class of people, were Irish; such occupations gave employment 
to a great number; but if you were to send four or five thousand more, great distress 
would arise in the city of New York, from those people not being able to get employ
ment. In the city of New York there are various societies, under the names of 

550. I 4 Societies 

Major. 
Thomas lIIoocly. 
~ 
~4 February, 

18~7' 



Major 
'i'komas 1\Iooy. 
~ 

24 February, 
1827. 

j'2 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

Societies for the Refuge of the Destitute, and for the .preventi~n of p~upe~ism, &c. ; 
such charitable societies have for their object tl) relieve. foreigners In distress.. I 
think it was in all American paper of last Se~tember, ~n the. Alban.y Advertiser, 
that there was a complaint of N ew York sendmg up Irish emigrants In the steam
boats from X ew York; in order to get rid of them, tbey sent them up to Albany, 
and the people in Alb~ny nut h.aving em~lo'yment for th~m at that ~eason of t.he 
year, felt it a very great IllCOnVelllence, and they spoke of It as a mattel of complamt 
tbat the people of New York should ~end that class .of peop~e to them. . 

388. Do you think yourself ~L1thOl!Zeu, from the l~for~atlOn you ha~e obtamed, 
in giving an opinion as to the ~fiect ot a desultory e~lgratJon of unprovided ScotC? 
or Enolish emiarants into difterent parts of the Ul1Ited States ?-I should say It 
would"be very i~jurious to the indivi~uals; a few ~undred, or perhaps a few thousand 
people might be absorbed, and 111Igl~t find .thelr way finally perhaps among the 
fanners in the back settlements; but If sent In very great numbers, before they got 
there they would suffer a greal deal of misery. . . 

389. Are you aware that in the YEars 18::l2 and 182.'), pnor to the passlllg of 
the Passenger's ;\et, the voluntary emigrants from Ireland averaged 10,300 an-
nually ?-l dare say they did, but not all to the United States. . 

300. Were not those voluntary emigrants absorbed by the demand for labo~r III 

the United States ?-Many of them would be, but a great many of them suftered 
very much, and afterwards 'vent to our own provinces in Canada; there was a.bout 
that period a areat demand for labour in cutting the canal from Lake Ene to 
Albany, which toabsorbed tho~e people; but that work being finished, you cannot 
calculate upon the same employment in other years as there was in those years. 

391. Is there not a great canal now cutting, at the expense of the American 
government :---The great canal that I know, is now finished. . 

39::l. Is there 110t a canal nolV contemplated by the American government, be
tween the Ohio and lake Erie :-1 have heard that there is, but I do not know 
that it is begun. 

393. Are- you aware of tbe fact, that upon the passing of the Passenger's Act 
in 1824, in the follol\ ing year the average number of voluntary emigrants from 
Ireland diminished from 10,300 to 7 ,5uO ~-It might be so, but I could not 
connect the mere co-existence of the passing of that J.ct and the diminishing of 
the l1umber uf emigrants, so far as the United States are concerned, because tlJere 
might have been a less demand for labour. 

394. Do you know the price of labour in the United States :-It is high, varying 
from half a dollar to a dollar a day. 

395. In proportion as the United States become more densely peupled in the 
pal:ts adjoi~lillg the Atlantic, will there not be a greater difficulty attaching to those 
emigrants, Illasmllch as expense must be incurred by them, before they can arrive 
at the ground wbere a real demand may exist for their labour ;-So much so, that 
great expense is incurred by the Americans themselves tbat go from New England 
to tbe .new st.ates, and tbey c~nnot go there without they have money; still more 
must It be dIfficult for an Insh emigrant to go there, and tberefore they must be 
exposed to great difficulty if landed in the seaports there in great numbers; when 
they are in small numbers, the evil does not exist so much. 

3~6. "·ith respect to those 1 0,000, to which reference has been made, is it not 
the tact tbat a great number of them have go~e to the Canadas ?-A great number, 
no doubt; a great number of them got work 111 the United States in makina those 
canals, and ill making road5, and with the money they obtained i~ that way they 
settled themselves in Canada. ' 

."3~)7· Do y.ou h~ppen to know, that although there may be an over-supply of 
labourers at times 111 some parts of the United States, in point of fact, that over
supply very soon becomes absorbed by the demand from the interior for labour)
~Vben the demand i, good for their productions, of course the labour of emigr~nts 
~s sooner absorbe~; but that demand has no~ been so great of late years as it was 
1Il former years, with reference to the populatIOn of the United States who work. 

398. Do you know, as a matter of fact, whether in any part of the United States 
there has been an over-supply of labour ill the last year ?-I cannot speak positively 
as to the last year, because I have not been there. 

399· Or in the previous year ?-N?r in the previous year. 
400. Have you known cases ~f distress occurring in the U oited States, similar 

~o t~ose that have t.aken place III England ?-l\ ot to so great an extent· but 
lIldlVldual cases of distress I have known. In going through the prisons at' New; 

York 
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York with Mr. Delbit Clinton, who is now the governor, in consequence of a par
ticular inquiry to which I had directed my attention at that time, I wished to know 
the number of prisoners, their crimes, and the countries of which they were natives; 
and the greatest number of European criminals were Irish. The negroes, in pro
portion to the population, were, as criminals, IlIore numeruus than the whites. 

401. Do you know whether tbe state of the Irish who are in the United States 
is not the most miserable, and whether they are not tbe most wretched part of the 
population ?-Decidedly so, except the free black population in New York, ac
cording to the statements of Americans. 

402. Have you ever heard of distress existing in any part of the manufacturing 
districts of the United States, similar to that which has pervaded the manufacturing 
districts irr England ?-I have not. 

403. Is the manufacture of cotton increasing in the United States ?--Yes, par
ticularly of the lower quality of goods. 

404. Is there a demand for hand-loom weavers there?-I shoulcl suppose there 
is, to a certain extent. 

405. Are there any power-looms there ?-Yes. 
406. Would there be a demand for power-loom weavers there ?-Certainly. 
407. Have you any means of comparing the rate of wages obtained by weavers 

in this country, with the rate of wages obtained in the United States ?-No, I have 
not, so as to speak with accuracy. 

408. "'auld not it be as expensive for an inhahitant of the ~ elV England States 
to transport himself to the Ohio, where the new lands are settling, as to transport 
a person from England or from Ireland to Upper Canada :-1 think it would be 
much more expensive for an American emigrant, from l\:1assachusetts, to remove 
himself to the Ohio, thal! for an Irishman to be landed in Upper Canada; it would 
be cheaper to get to the Ohio from Dublin, by the Saint Lawrence and Upper 
Canada, than it would be to go by any part of the United States seaports. 

409. Are you aware that the State of New York, and most of the New England 
States, have a law which prohibits passengers to be landed in their states without 
security being given by the captain, that tiley sball not come upon the parish ,
Yes, there is; that they shall not be chargeahle, I think, for a year and a day in 
New York. 

410. Do you know if there is any preference given in tbe United States to any 
particular class of British su bjects, mure than to others :-1 think there is a j.Jartiality 
shown to the Scotch generally, by those to whom I spoke. 

Martis, '27" die Februarii, 1827. 

The Rev. John Alatthias Turner, called ill; and Examined . 

. 411. YOU are the rector of Wilmslowe, in Cheshire ;-1 alii. 
412. That parish is within twelve miles of Manchester?-It is. 
413. Is it a populous parish ?-It contains about 4,000 inhabitants. 
414. Are the poor-rates high?-They have been very loll', but we have doubled 

them within the last year. 
41.5. What is the principal cause to which you attribute the increase of the poor

rates?-The want of employment in both branr:hes of manufacture; the weaving, 
which is our staple manufacture, and the cotton spinning, which employs a portion 
of our population. 

416. Do you make any distinction between those two branches; is the one suffer
ing more than the other ?-I think the weaver has suffered more uniformly. 

4 1 7. Can you supply the Committee with any details respecting the increase of 
parochial expense in the last two years?-Broadly I should state, that our poor-rates, 
which were in a very wholesome state in the beginning of the year, not amounting to 
more than half-a-crown in the pound, have become five shillings upon the rack-rent. 

418. Are there in your parish any paupers whom you consider as entirely unem
p.loyed?-The spinners have been entirely unemployed, and the weavers for about 
SIX weeks of the year were totally without employment. 
. 4 19. What is the mode pursued with respect to the unemployed persons ,-In 

the months of Mav and June we ohtained assistance from the London Committee, 
and administered relief in the first instance by the direct supply of their wants, after
wards as a reward for labour. I should state to the Committee, that although in 
amount our poor-rates are very low, compared with the agricultural districts, yet 
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we are acting upon a principle which must o.f necessi~y extend our poor-rates.; a~d 
as we have rloubltd in one year, I see no hmdrance m the way of our doubhng 10 

another year, or even within a shorter period. ., 
420. What principle do you .allude to as the prmclpl~ now acted upon?- The 

principle of making up the deficiency, or the allegerl deficIency of wages, out of the 

pvor-rates. . . '. 
421. Are you of oplIllOn that the poor-r~tes of tl.Jat pansh wo.uld be m?tenall.Y 

relieved by the removal of any of those rartles, provIded they emIgrated WIth theIr 
own consent ;-1 t would enable us to after to the weavers, wbo are now more par
ticularly the oqjects of ~lIr solicitud.e, means of slIpport; they comc. to us now, 
desiring to have the defiCIency of theIr wages made up, and we are obhged to COm
ply with the request, because we know that the wages are insufficient, and we have 
no means of giving them employment; I look to a well regulated system of Emi
gration as likely to supply us with those means which we feel daily the want of. 

4:.!2. In what sense do YOll consider it to supply those means :-1 should imagine 
that upon a weaver applying for our assistance to make out his wages, if, iustead of 
giving him the small sum he appears to require, we were able to say, We can find 
you ~ mode of occupation by which your family II ill be supported, that that would 
be a sufficient ans,rer to him. If the select vestry saw that they should relieve 
themselves from the burthen of a family, of which burthen they can never calculate 
the extent, because probably the families will become permanently chargeable, they 
would be sati:ified to make such exertiou. 

423. You will under~tand that the questions that are a,ked upon this sut~ect. 
with respect to your parish, are put upon the supposition that an Act of Parliament 
were pussed, relieving the parish permanently from the party who may be assisted to 
emigrate ?-With that understanding, I sbould say that a very considerable pecuniary 
exertion would be made on the part of the parish. 

424. What is the average extent of assistance which at the present moment is 
given to weavers whose wages are not sufficient to support their families, and on 
what principle is that relief given ?-There is an understanding, and I may say the 
principle is recognised, that half-a-crown a head for a family is necessary for their 
support, consequently a family of six persons should be receiving 15S. a week; if 
they do not receive 1.5 S. a week for their wages as weavers, they consider that that 
sum should be made up to them out of the poor-rates; this is virtually the principle 
acted on, and I believe not only in our parish, but in many of the large townships 
near Manchester. 

425. Is that the principle on which relief is generally administered in that 
pa.ris? ;- It is ~he principle whi:h has been ;ecently acted on, and is virtually the 
prmclpie by whIch all the commIttees are gUIded. 

426. How long has the hand-loom weaving been introduced in your parish?
I cannot speak with great certainty, hut, I ~hould think, for thirty years it has been 
the standard occupation of our people, and It has been an occupation in which they 
have engaged without any limitation but the size of their families, for they had as 
much work as the loom:; they set up would enable them to furnish. 

427. Has not the invention of the power-loom superseded the use of those hand 
looms ?-Undoubtedly: it would have superseded them much more rapidly than it 
has done, if the hand-loom weaver II ere not enabled to submit to a reduction of 
wages, for the reasons I have stated . 

. 4 2 8. But in so sublIlittin~, he has. acc.epted wages which are insufficient to support 
hIm, ~nd he looks to par~c.hlal contnbutlOn for the remainder of his support?-Yes; 
and, m fact, the competitIOn between the hand loom and the power-loom is main
tained out of the poor-rates. 

4 29. WI~h reference t~ all these circums~~nces combined, are you of opinion that 
the subtrac.tlOn of a certam n~mber of f~mlhes from the parish altogether would be 
attended with an. economy, ~vlllch would mduce the parish, under certain circum
stances, to contnbute to theIr removal ?-I am of that opinion. 

4:3 0 . For example, ~ou have stated that c\'ery family, admitting that they were 
out of employment dunng the whole ye~r, could not be estimated at less than haif
a-crown pe; head; conseq~ently a fallllly, ~f a man, a woman, and three children, 
must ~estllllated ~t 12S. bd. per .week, which would amount to 32/. lOS. per ann. 
SUppOSIng th~ !amtly to be ex~luslvely supported by the parish during that period; 
are you of opInIOn that the pansh would con~ent to charge their rlltes with an annuity 
of 61. lOS. per annum for ten years, SUPPOSIn<T an Act of Parliament wer ,. 
.. h f k' I:> • e pas~ea, 

glVlng t e power 0 ma mg such an arrangement, upon whIch annuity tbey could 

raise 
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raise the sum of sol. to be advanced for the purpose of emigration of fach 
family; it being understood that tht weaver, hom a full knowledge of the new 
circumstances in which he was to be placed UPOll his emigration, was desirous of 
taking advantage of it ?-I am induced to form a very strong opinion that the parish 
would come forward liberally, because I happen to know that in a case where the 
emil1ration was only the moving to Scotland with certain silk machinery, it was 
con~dered an excellent bargain, though a sum little short of 20t. was laid down 
to I!et rid of a family of, I believe, five persons, and with a daily liability to their 
return. 

431. Are you of opinion that in such case tbe parish would prefer to charge their 
poor-rates for ten years with an annuity of til. lOS. rather than raise the sot. at 
once ?-Certainly, I think so; but a provision mnst be macle to ellable them to do 
so. Everyone that is COli versant witl} the management of parochial business, knows 
that they would prefer the system of annuity to any present etfort. 

432. You think, therefore, if their minds were satisfied that the weaver would 
receive advantages, with respect to his emigration, sufficient to place him in a situa
tion of independence and comfort, that they would not besitate to cbarge their rates 
with a sum to that amount, which would of course invulve the certainty of their 
being obliged to pay that SUlll for the period of ten years; whereas if trade were to 
revive very extensively, those parties might not be chargeable upon the poor-rates 
for such a period ?-~J Y opinion is, that they would be disposed to act upon the 
principle now laid down, within certain limits; I do not think they would be ready 
to send off all their applicants, but that for such a proportion of them as would not 
cause a very striking and alarming difference in the immediate amount of poor-rate, 
they would gladly avail themselves of it. 

433. Do you suppose that in any instance a family of five persons receiving 
partial assistance through the year, does not entail upon the parish greater expense 
than 6/. lOS. ?-I should concfive that, averaging the families, tbey would entail 
as great an expense as that; but I ima~ine the mode in which the question would 
be put amongst us, would be pro~pectively ; our case now i~, that we are obliged to 
mal.:e out the deficiency of the hand-loom weavers \\·"ge~, and that will be an in
creasing deficiency, because of course the master weaver findill~ tbat the hand-loom 
weaver is ready to submit to a reduction of wages, will carryon that reduction; 
there is no reason why it should stop at seven shillings a week, there is no assign
able limit to the reduction, because I conceive tbat the principle being established, 
that the deficiency, be it what it may, shall be made up out of the puor-rate, we 
have nothing to look to as a barrier to the extension of it. 

434. Ha" any doubt ever arisen, wbether the making up their deficiency is au
t1lOrized by any existitl~ law?-The duuGt bas frequently been started, but the cases 
are commonly of such utter destitution, an apIJcal is made to the feelings of the 
select vestries, which is seldom or never rejected. 

435. If the deficiency is made up in that lIay, is it not yOllr opinion that the 
wages will be forced down by that very operation ?-Clearly, I think its necessary 
effect must be that; I would hardly use so strung a word as that ()f forcing the 
wages down, but I think that the matter is put in train, so that the wages will be 
of necessity reduced, because there is no barrier against such a reduction. 

436. Have you not heard that that has been the precise operation in various parts 
of the county of Lancaster r-I have. 

437. Do you imagine that tbe effect of removing a certain limited number of 
families by emigration, would be to diminish the extent of assistance given by the 
parish in aid of the wages to the fI~maining hand-loom weavers ?-I conceive that 
the relief would be effected in this manner, viz. tbat the ind ustry of the hand-loom 
weaver must of necessity be transferred into some other channe"!, who has lost his 
occupation through the introduction of the power-loom. 

138. Is it understood that them are particular processes of hand-loom weaving 
whtch as yet it has not been found practicahle to imitate with the power-Ioom?
I am quite aware that such is the case; but I am of opinion that as great difficulties 
have bee.n s~rmounted in the application of power-loom weaving, that those which 
y.et remaIn Will be, by the ingeuuity which is now devoted to the subject, in a short 
time surmounted also, and that the whole business of weaving will be carried Otl 

by the power-loom exclusively. The benefit that 1 should ex pect from emigration 
would be, that it would enable the hand-loom weaver to transfer his industry into a 
new.channel, which J:hanncl it is the object of this Committee, 1 understand, to 
provlcle. 
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439. In the peculiar circumst.an~es of the parish of Wil~slowe, what .benefit do 
you expect will accru~ to ~he ~ar.lshl?ners. from the abstractIOn of, a certam ?umber 
of families by emigratIOn, \11 dl!nmutlOn of the pre.sent poor-rates .-1 conceive ~hat 
if in the first instance the outlay be smaller, whl.ch ~ccordmg to. the calculatIOns 
which have been stated will be the case, the gam wIiI be the difference between 
that outlay and the cost of such a family in the anticipated case of their being 

chargeable for the whole year. 
440. Would not the removal of one pau per family tend to facilitate the introduc-

tion of another?-I have no apprehension that it would. 
44 1• Do you not imagine that a sense of interest on the part o~ the select ~estry 

would induce them to place every impediment that the law permitted them 10 the 
way of the introduction of fresh persons ?-Undoubtedly, I thmk so; but we should 
get rid of a family which has a legal settlement, and those ~hat come amongst us 
would have no settlement and we should know how to deal wilh them. 

44 2• Have you any II:ish among you ?-Very few that become permanent with 
us, they come in the harvest. . 

443. You stated your parish to consist of about 4,000 persons; can you gl~e the 
Committee any idea what proportion of those are hand-loom \\~avers ?-Dlrectly 
and indirectly engaged in the hand-loom weaving, four-fifths; I thlllk I am not over
stating it, because it has become so entirely our domestic manufacture, there is scarcely 
any cottage without its loom, and in some there are two or three. 

444. lIow many persons are there to each family, upon an average?-The 
average of five to a family is as accurate as possible. 

445. Can you state also what proportion of the parish rates, during the last 
year, has been laid out upon hand-loom weavers out of employment ?-I am not 
prepared to state definitelv, but the proportion has been very considerable, because 
the payment has been n~t only for subsistence, but very largely in the payment of 
rent. 

446. From what class of proprietors are those houses generally rented ?-I think 
that the proprietors are, for the most part, members of the select vestry. 

447. Do you imagine that there would be any objection on the part of the pro
prietors of those houses, who receive their rents through the medium of the parish 
rates from those weavers who are unaLle to pay their rents themselves, to the 
removal of any of those persons by emigration ?-I conceive that if they saw or 
su~pected that it interfered with their immediate interests, there might be an 
objection. 

"44S. Do you know the number of cottages for which reut is paid by the parish '-
1'\ ~; but I can state, that at a single meeting of the select vestry of the township in 
which I live, there were applications for rent amounting to 60 t. 

449. What is the general l:ate per cottage ;-The effect of this system of paying 
the rent out of the poor-rates IS to keep up the rent of the cottages. 

450. You have stated that the parish assist in paying the weekly wages; is not 
the pauper en~bled with that ~ssistance to pay his rent ?-In tbe last year, assist
ance of both klllds has been given to many families, both in weekly allowance and 
in rent. 

451. C~n you s.tate the general amount of rent per cottage ?-I should think a 
cottage, With standmg for three looms, which is considered highly desirable, will let 
for about 7l. or S/. a year. 

452. !s t~at entered in the poor-rate account as rent; -It had been frequently, 
b~t I thlllk III the. last year. it has .been merely entered as money advanced; there 
,,~s an understandmg that It was III the contemplation of the magistrates of the 
neighbourhood to disallow it. 

4~3· Is ther~ any law which sanctions the payment of cottage rent out of the poor
rate :'-1 conceive not. 

454· Is not the effect o~ paying t~le cottage rents out of the poor-rate, to keep 
t~e r~nts of the cottages III the parish hicrher than they otherwise would be?-
Certamly. '" 

455· Are not pe~sons, from the security that the payment of the cottacre rents out 
of the poor-rates gIVes them of recovering the rent, induct:d to lmiid c~tages, who 
would not embark their capital in that sort of speculation if they were not secured 
by.the payment of the rents out of the rates :-1 am not aware of any instances in' 
which cottages have been built with reference to that security . 
. 45? HTas the number of cottages increased in your parish within the last two 

years '-Not remarkably. 

457'. But 
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, 45i. But s~il1, notwit.bs~a~di~g tbis ~tate of society you have described, they are 
rather increasmg tban dlmlOlshmg?-Yes. 

458. However redundant tbe supply ot: I~bour may be iu the parish iu which 
you live, you probably are aware that It IS stIll morc redundaut in Ireland?
I conceive so. 

459. You are aware of the facilities of communication between Dublin and 
Liverpool ?-Perfectly. 

460. Can you tell the Committee how much a passage on the deck of a steam
vessel between Dublin and Liverpool now costs ?-It has been stated to me to be 
as low as sixpence. 

461. Would not the effect of withdrawing a considerable number of the inhabi
tlmts of that parish be, in your opinion, to produce a rise of wagcs ?-Not with 
regard to the hanu-Ioom weaving. 

462. With respect to tbe general rate of wages of labour, if a number of persons 
now residing in that parish were withdrawn, would not the rate of wages rise?
I should conceive that nothing can effect the rate of wages for hand-loom weaving, 
for the causes I have stated to the Committee; I anticipate, under no circumstances, 
a rise in the rate of wages in the hand-loom weaving, the power-loom being supposed 
to continue its operation; I conceive the rate of wages to depend upon the com
petition between the hand loom and the power-loom, and not upon the number of 
persons engaged in the hand-loom weaving. 

463. Do you know the rate of wages of the hand-loom weaver, in the last year ? 
-An inuustrious man could earn nine shillings a week, out of which he pays about 
two shillings for ex penses. 

464. Do you know how much he earned in the preceding year ?-I cannot state 
specifically, but I can state a fact which I think bears upon the subject, that it was 
considered that a family could well maintain themselves on two looms, in the year 
preceding the last, but in the last year no family was considered to be capable of 
lIJaintaining themselves with fewer than three looms; therefore I conceive the differ. 
ence in the wages must be in the proportion of three to two. ' 

465. You are therefore of opinion that whatever may be the state of the prosperity 
of tbe trade in this country, the hand-loom weaver at no period can obtain higher 
wages for bis labour than he does at the present time ;-l\Jy opinion is clearly that 
he cannot, bllt I would submit it with great deference, because my kno" ledge is the 
result merely of the observation of a clergyman resident in his parish, and arises from 
IlO knowledge of the actual state of the manufacture. 

466. Have the payments from the poor-rates increased in your parish within the 
last year ?-They bave increased in the proportion of two to one. 

467. Has not that arisen from the greater state of distress of the hand-loom 
manufacturers e-It has mainly; we hau a suspension of the occupation of spinning 
for about two months in the summer, which was very burdensome. 

468. May it not therefore be inferred that the situation of the hand-loom weavers 
was worse in the last year in consequence of their obtaining less wages, than it was 
in the preceding year ?-That is my opinion. 

469. Did not that less amount of wages arise from the more general use of the 
power-loom ?-I can attribute it to no other cause. 

4io. In your parish are the people employed in hand-loom weaving exclusively, 
weaving plain calicoes, or what are called fancy goods ?-They weave silk, and there 
is a considerable proportion of fancy goods. 

47 I. Do they not get better wages for that than for the other?-I believe that a 
very skilful weaver of fancy goods obtains better wages. 

472. Much better ?-I imagine considerably better. 
473\ Of the 800 families in your parish, how many have settlements in it?-I am 

unable to say, but I should conceive the proportion of those that have not settlements 
is very small. 

474. Have you many Irish who have gained settlements?-There is a large 
cotton factory in the parish, which takes apprentices, of whom som~ are Irish, and 
they by that means obtain a settlement by serving an apprenticeship of seven years; 
but I am not aware of any Irish obtaining settlements in the usual Illode by renting' 
tenements. 

17.'). If wages rose from any cause whatever in your parish, would not there be 
an In~UX of Irish hands brought in by the master manufacturers, for the purpose of 
redUCIng the wages?-With regard to the cotton trade, certainly . 
. 476. The master of that factory to which you have alluded, who now has some 
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apprentices, if the rate of wages rose in that parish would,. of .course, ende~vour. to 
increase the number of his apprentices ?-I should conceive It would be his pohcy 

to do so. 
477. Who would, at the expiration of their apprenticeships, all acquire settle-

ments ?-Yes. 
478. Can you state in what way the greater number of paupers in your pari~h 

have acquired settlements ?-By birth, principally. . " 
479. Have any lar!!e proportion of them aC9Ulred them by s~rvll1~ apprenticeshIp? 

-The next class, in point of number, certalIlly by app:entlceshlp, for ~he reason 
I have stated, that there is a very large cotton factory, which seldom receives fewer 
than ninety apprentices. . . 

480. You were understood to say that 4,000 IS the total number of persons III 

that parish, of all descriptions?-The census of 1.821 made it a lew belo.w 4,000, 
but the increase of the population has been certamly such as to make It exceed 
4,000 persons, at present, perhaps, not amounting to 4,200. 

481. Of those 800 families, how many are chargeable to the poor-rate?-Up to 
the beginnin~ of the last year the proportion that was chargeable to the poor-rate3 
was very small, but in the course of last year I conceive that the number has been 
trebled; the Committee are aware that I cannot speak to that with precioion, as the 
accounts are not made up till ~aster. I should conceive that the actual pensioners 
have not been very considerably increased; but of the persons that receive what is 
called casual reliet: that is, relief in the shape of rent or assistance in any way, the 
number cannot have been less than treble in the course of the year. 

482. Of the 800 families, how many do you believe have received, in one form 
or other, and at one time or other, relief, within the course of last year?--I should 
conceive that one-fifth of the whole population may have received relief. 

483. Do you mean not above 130 families ?-About that. 
484. Do any families receive relief, who have not a legal settlement in the parish? 

-I think the cases of such relief are very few; I imagine that they last only so long 
as till the overseer is able Lo get points settled that are under discussion, if it is a point 
under discussion. 

485. Can you say whether the rent of cottages, which you say is paid out of the 
poor-rates, is ever paid for persons that have not a legal settlement ?-I should 
think, never. 

486. Of the total number of families that receive relief, what number do you 
think receive it permanently?-I am not prepared to give a specific answer; ~ith 
re~ard to the present year, we have had a great many who have received relief 
continuouslv. 

487. How long have they received relief?--It was :n the beginning of May that 
the distress b~gan to be felt heavily with us, and though the means of employment 
returned partially in June, and almost wholly in July, the habit had been established 
with many of them, and we have not got rid of them. 

488. Can you ~tate, with rega.rd to the time you have mentioned since May, what 
number have received relief contmuously ?-Our parish is divided into four town
ships, and the townships are ~anaged with very different degrees of attention; con
sequently, the same .answer wIll not apply to each township. 

489. The townshl ps are managed separately ? ~ They are. 
490. Are they all managed by select vestries ?-Three out of the four are. 
491. Are they appointed by a local Act, or under the general Select Vestrv Act? 

-Under the ~eneral Select Vestry Act. -
. 492. How is the fourth tow~ship manage? ?-It is a very small township, and it 
IS managed by the overseers, without the assIstance of a select vestry. 

493. Of how many do the select vestries consist ?-I believe, in all cases of the 
statutable number, 1 fi or 18. ' 

494. Are there any appeals from the decisions of the vestry ?-Appeals are rare. 
495. Have they o~curred;-They have; I should rather call them complaintS 

than app.eals; complal?ts have been brought before magistrates, and a great degree 
of attentlOn has been given to them, and they have been settled without any reference 
to the quarter sessions. 

496. Have the magistrates shown a disposition to overrule tbe decisions of the 
select vestries?- I think the magistrates are very desirous to concur with the select 
vestries. 

497. Are the cottages rated to the poor-rates ?-They arc, 
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498. Do they pay the rates?-There is always a list handed in of ~ersons who, 
in the judO'ment of the overseers, are unable to pay the rate; and that lIst has been 
very much increased in the last year. 

499. If a cottage is inhabited by a pauper, is any rate paid for it at all ?-Not if 
the pauper belongs to the township; but if he belongs to another township, it is paid 
by the overseer of that township. 

500. If the family were removed, would the landlord of the cottage, supposing 
he was also a select vestryman, suffer the house to become vacant, or to be pulled 
down ?-I should conceive that he would be very unwilling to do either. 

501. If he were to seek for a tenant, would he prefer one who had a settlement 
in the parish to one that had not ?- I think decidedly one that had a settlement. 

502. What would be his reason for doing so?-That he would be sure of his 
rent. 

503. What would be the etTect of the parish refusing to pay allY rent ?-The 
lanellord would proceed to distrain; and in one or two cases of refusal, a distress 
was issued, and an arrangement was made; I think in one instance the family went 
into the Iwrkhouse, but in only one. 

504. Is it to avoid their going into the workhouse that those rents are paid~
Ostensiblv. 

505. You said that you conceived that the rate of wages in that parish depended 
upon the competition between the hand-loom and the power-loom trades; did you 
Illean by that to say that the artificers that work in the hand-loolll and the power
loom trades are incapable of changing from one to the other ~-A hand-loom weaver, 
as he is situated with us, has no choice, there is no mode of employment of which 
he can avail himself . 

.506. Cannot he become a power-loom weaver?-In some instances he might. 
507. Supposing that either in the hand-loom trade or the power-loom trade there 

was a deficiency of labourers, would it not be possibie for the labourers in the other 
trade to change to that trade in which that deficiency existed ?-Unquestionably . 

.508. Then do you conceive that if there were a subtraction of a certain number 
of families from such a township as that, and a diminution consequently of the num
ber of hands, that the demand for labour occasioned by that would cause a rise of 
wages in that trade ?-I should not anticipate such a ,ubtraction as would produce 
that effect; I can conceive that if the subtraction were carried to a very great 
extent, there would not be hands enough either for the hand loom or the power
loom, but I do not anticipate any such event as tbat; if the subtraction were 
-:arried to a certain point, so that it became the interest of the weaver to stay at 
home, you would have no application for emigration . 

.50y. Do you suppose that the numbf'r necessary to be subtracted for the purpose 
of raising the wages, would be so great that no plan of emigration would reach it?
No plan of emigration of which I have ever seen an outline, would appear to me to 
reach to the extent anticipated. 

510. When you stated that you conceived that the rate of wages depended upon 
the competition between the two trades, you did not mean to say that if a sufficient 
number of labourers could be subtracted, the rate of wages would not rise ?-Of 
course it would; but it appears to me that they will never rise in the hand-loom 
trade, because it is an inferior machine, and will never be resorted to. 

511. To the best of your kllowledge, independently of weavillg, are all the other 
channels of productive industry in your neighbourhood full ?-They are; I would 
scarcely say full; I am no farmer, but 1 have heard it stated by a very skilful 
farmer, that most of our farms are underhanded, that it would be a profitable appli
cation of capital to employ an additional number of hands in agriculture; but our 
farms are small, and the pressure of the poor-rates has had the contrary effect, and 
the consequence is, that the agricultural labourer is almost as much distressed as the 
weaver . 

.5 1 :l. Would not increasing the size of the farms, so far from increasing the 
number of labourers, be the most certain and direct means of decreasing that num
ber?-I am not of that opinion. 
, 513. It has been stated by a former witness, that a very considerable number, of 

labourers have been forcibly removed from Manchester and its neighbourhood in 
tbe last year; have there been many persons so removed from your neighbourhood? 
-We removed in the months of May and June all that we could. 

514. To what amount do you suppose that took place?-They were not very 
numerous, from the causes I have stated, that most of our manufacturing, labourers 
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have settlements; the proportion is more than usually large of those that IJave 

settlements. 
51 S, But there were a certain number removed ~-Yes. 
SIll. Supposing the circumstances of the trade In your part of the country were 

to become more favourable, do you conceive tha.t that would Ilwke r?om for a fr~sh 
influx of people ?-I have not anticipated any Impr?vement so rapid as to require 
a greater supply than our own population would furlllsh. . 

51 j. Do you suppose that no fresh in~ux of people took pl~c~ In" the ,yea.rs 1824 
and 18 25, when the manufactures were In .a great state of activIty ~'-:-1he Illflux, to 
the towns was very considerable; to the VIllages by no means so; In fact tbe tIde 
flowed from the villarres to the towns. 

518. Are you of opinion that the influx. into th~ towns, of fres? labourers, pro-
duces no competition ",ith the labourer? In the Villages ?-I consIder that the state 
of the manufacturing interests, at the penod referred to, wa.s a v~ry anomalous state; 
it was a state produced by many artificial causes, a?d I Imagll1e that any remarks 
applicable to that period would not be g~nerally apphcable. , . 

.5 1 9. Judging from what has passed, If a demand from \'hat~ver cause did arise, 
so as to give a greater activity to t~e manufacture tha~ now eXbts, would not that 
circulllstance make room for a great Il1flux of the populatIOn ?-Clearly . 

.5 20. In the event of a peri~d of distress again recurring, or difficu~ty in the _em
ploYl1lent of labourers, in what situation would those persons be agall1 placed ,-I 
imagine tbat tbose who had not a legal settlement would be treated as tbey have 
been treated in the last eighteen months; those that had a settlement woult! of 
course fall, as they have now fallen, upon the poor-rates. 

521 . Do you not think there would be an indisposition upon the part of the parish 
to allow fres'h persons to obtain legal settlements --Clearly; we are awarl' that 
such indisposition exists in all cases. 

5 22 . After the experience of last year, are you not of opinion that every means 
will be taken to prevent legal settlements being gained :-1 conceive the most scru
pulous jealousy will be exercised. 

oS 23, 'Vhat are the means which you ex pect will be used to prevent settlements 
being gained :-Taking care that the tenements are under the value of lot . 

.5 2 4. Can you prevent persons from taking apprentices?-'" e cannot . 

.5 2 .5, You have stated, that if a certain number of families were provided for by 
emigration, it would tend to diminish the poor-rates; you have also stated, that 
you think that no landlord who has a cottage would suffer it to be either pulled 
down or to remain vacant, and that it is decidedly the interest of such landlord to 
let it to a pauper ratber than to a person that is not a pauper; will you state, under 
those circlllllstances, in what way you think that tbe, providing for a certain number 
of families by emigration could lead to a diminutioll of the poor-rates ?-I think 
I have not stateo that it is for the interest of the landlord that his tenant should 
be a pauper, but that he should be a person baving a legal settlement, whether 
a pauper or not. 

526. Will you state in what 'I'ay you think the emigration of a certain number 
of tamilies would be likely to lead to a reduction of the poor-rate ?--It appears 
to me that our case at the present is this; a weaver comes to us with three children 
he say", that he is unable to support himself, and accordingly we make him a~ 
allowa~ce; he comes the week following, and says that he is expecting a further 
reductIOn of wages; lIe see no limit to this, and in anticipation of the con,equences, 
we are ready to make a cOllsiderable effort, provided it be well understood that that 
effort shall be a beneficial one. 

527. How is it to be beneficial ?-If you require from us a less actual outlay than 
we expect, a family will cost us during the year. 

528. lou have stated that you think the emirrration of a certain number of 
families would tend to diminish "the total charge up~n the parish; in order to prove 
that, ,you must show that the places of those that were withdrawn would not be 
supplIed by o!hers equally chargeable; will you state how you consider the relief 
would occur ~-It appears to me that the relief would occur bv persons bein<1 
removed that have a legal settlement, upon the expectation that th"eir places would 
be supplied, if supplied at all, by persons not having a legal settlement. 

5 29 . .Is,o~t the master manufacturer more interested in multiplying the number 
of labourers, than he is in keeping down the poor-rate ?-Undoubtedly he is. 

530. If that p~rish, having relieve~ itself in the first i~stance from its super
abundant populatIOn, were thCll to deCIde tbat thcy would give no relief to allY man 

except 
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except he were ~holly employed. by the I?ar!sh, would ~ot that de~eat the object of 
the master manufacturers, whose Interest It 15 to keep down the prIce of wages by 
crowding the parish with a redundant population ?-Such a regulation as that would 
-be hi<1hly desirable, that in no case should they make up the deficiency of wages, but 
that ;elief should be given only in return for employment. 

531. Have the InaRistrates ev~r interp~red to prevent tbis custom of paying wages 
-out of the poor rates,-Never, Il1 any Illstance that has come to my Imowled.'e. 

532. You have stated that the average rate of relief combined with wages, is 
half-a-crowll a head; therefore a man and his wife and three chiidren would receive 
] 28. 6 d. a week, partly in wages and partly out of the poor rates?-Yes. 

533. What is the average rate of wages of agricultural labour in your parish?
The usual rate of a farm servant is G s. a week, with his board for six days, or from 
1 s. 3 d. to 2 s. a day; a very good labourer can earn 2 s.; but a great proportion of 
our agricultural labour is performed by piece-work. 

534. Do persons employed at piece-work gain more than 12 s. a week?- No, 
I imagine that 2S. is a fair return for the labour of a skilful hand. 

535. Then the manufacturer that gets part of his wages out of the poor rate and 
part from his labour, is better paid than the day-labourer that is maintained entirely 
by his own labour ?-He would be, according to the scale stated . 

. '136. The object of the emigration would be to relieve the hand-loom weavers? 
-That is the specific object I ha~'e in view with regard to my own parish. 

537. Does the practice of assisting the wages of the artisan take place in any 
other trade than that of hand-loom weaving ?-During the period of difficulty 
it was the practice to work what is called short time, that is, the nominal wages 
being kept at the rate at which they were before the difficulty commenced; the 
time during which the persons received employment was lessened, either hy the 
suLtraction of a portion of each day, or by the omission of sOllie days in the week; 
that was considered a fair ground of appeal for the assistance of the select vestry. 
The man said, My nominal wages are] 5s. a week, but I have worked only thrEe. 
days, consequently I have earned only 7s. 6d., and therefore yon must make 

it up. f ., . h r I . f .. I . 
538. Are you a opmlOn, WIt relerence to t le practIce 0 gammg sell ements III 

former times, that more power will he found of resisting the introduction of fresh 
parishioners, or tbe contrary ?-I have contemplated that the relief afforded would 
be greater than the evil which would occur on the other side. 

539. You have stated that the relief of the hand-loom weavers will press more 
and more upon your parish; that as long as you continue to make up the deficiency 
to those persons in the amount of wages they receive to what is necessary for their 
subsistence, tbere will be a tendency in the mannfacturers to decrease the alllount of 
warres they pay to them ?-I think so . . 540 . Therefore you are of opinion that those hand-loom weavers ueing removed, 
they cannot be succeeded by other hand-loom weaver~, for their trade will be destroyed, 
or by any other class of men who will press so heavily upon the parish; is not that 
-what you anticipate?-That is what I anticipate. 

541. And therefore it is your wish to remove those hand-loom weavers ?-Con
sidering theirs to be a case of such difficulty ami hardship that it is not likely that 
the circumstances under which they are placed will be revived with respect to any 
other class of men. 

542. You stated that some strangers had lately come to your parish, seeking 
labour?-They have. 

543. What had been the employment of those person;; ?--Weare only seven 
miles from Macclesfield; perhaps the Committee are aware tbat advertisements 
were scattered very widely in the beginning of last year, announcing a demand for 
5,000 weavers, and the consequence was, that there was a gathering of every 
person tbat could handle a shuttle, from every part of the kingdollJ, to our neigh-
bOUl·hood. _ ,,;,1 - ;_:!<,:j 

544. Do you not tbink that there are a great many persons who employ hand
loom weavers, from their illcapacity to become proprietors of power-looms, who will 
continue so to do?- I imagine that there must be many persons in that situation; 
but I conceive they will find it expedient to transfer their capital to some other mode 
of manufacturillg industr'y; they never can maintain a competition with a less useful 
machine against a more useful machine. 

545· As long as they do, is it not their direct interest to have the wages of the 
hand-loom weaver as 101V. as possible ?-Clearly, they have the power in their own 
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hands; they pay the man 7~. t?is ~'eek, if they choose to mak~ it 5 s. the next week 
there is no possibility of reslstmg It, because the other 2 s. wIll be made up from 
the parish rates. . 

546. You do not conceive that Irishmen will come over to obtam empl.oyment 
in hand-loom weaving, when your own hand-loom weavers shall .become cxtm~t?
We have no Irish weavers settled with us, except a small proportIOn of apprentices. 

547. If a sufficient proportion of your population were withdrawn, to raise the 
rate of wages, have you any doubt that the master m~nufacturer wh~ n~w takes 
apprentices, would increase the nu~ber of those appre.ntlces ?-I conceive It would 
be his interest to get his work done III the most economl.cal way. . '" 

.'i48. That would be by increasing the number of hiS apprentices ?-I Imagme It 
would be so. 

549. Has your select vestry n~ver. endeavoured to enforce the law, by refusing to 
pav rents or to make payments In aid of wages out of the poor rate?-It has been 
su';oested to the select vestry; we have attempted to enforce it, but I am not aware 

1010 
of its having been enforced. 

550. You have never refused assistance ?-I am not aware that it has been 
refused. 

5.S l. Have any of those hand-loom weavers been accustomed in any degree to 
agricultural habits ?-In some degree; they arc accustomed to set potatoes for them
selves every year. 

552 . Do any of the agricultural labourers receive relief in your parish r-Very 
few; the proportion of agricultural labourers receiving relief is very small; up to the 
beginninf( of last year we had no adult healthy person receiving relief. 

55.3. Has this question of Emigration excited any attention in that part of the 
country?-In my own parish T should say that it has not; though, I have been away 
some weeks; I imagine that in the large towns in our neighbourhood it has been 
entertainer! with great anxiety. 

554. You are aware that in case of this plan of emigration being carried into 
effect, no parties would be taken except they were able-budied, in full health, and in 
the prime of life, and utterly without employment;- I understood it to apply only 
to such parties as are now de;cribcd, the healthy and the industrious. 

5.55. Can YOll state about the average lIumber of persons that have gained settle
ments in your parish by serving apprenticeship ?-In the factory I have alluded to, 
which perhaps comprises the whole, there are, I believe, from eighty to one hundred 
apprentices, and about one-seventh of that number gain settlements every year. 

5.56. Arc the tithes rated in your parish ?-They are. 
557. Assuming that in Ireland the rate of wages is infinitely lower than in England, 

and that a free intercourse exists between the two countries on very cheap terms 
must not the tendency of such a system be to lower the rate of wa':es in Enaland' 
to an approximation to those in Ireland ?-I conceive we experience ethat ann~ally; 
because ollr rate of wages in harvest woulr! be much hiaher than it is, if it were not 
for the Irish who come over. 0 

558. l~o y.ou see any othe~ po.ssihle termin'ltion to it, than that of lowering the rate 
of wages m England, and brmgmg them nearer to the rate of wages in Ireland?
I can see none. 

559· SU'ppo~ing emigration to take place from England to any considerable extent, 
and no emigratIOn to take place frolll Ireland, would not the effect of that emioration 
be to increase the influx of Irish labourers into Enaland ?-I conceive that it ~ould' 
but it would not be felt by our parishes as so great ~ grievance, inasmuch as the Irish 
labourers would not have a settlement. 

5~O. ~o you conceive that any mea~ure in Irel~nd which bas a tendency to raise 
the conditIOn of the'p~ople.and t~ prOVide them With productive employment, would 
ha\·e.t.h~ effect of. dl~JlIll1s1llng thiS evil, as affecting E,ngland?-I should conceive 
that It. It were their mterest to stay at home, we should see but little of them in 
Cheslme. 

561. You said that the practice of paying a part of the wages of labour and the 
rents C?f cottages out of the poor rates, applied only to the hand-loom weavers and t() 
the spmners?-I am not aware of any other trade in which it has been necessary to 
have recourse to that. 

56:2. Supposing the ~\'a~es in the power-loom trade were very low, is there any 
reason why the same prInCiple. should not be applied to it ?-None whatever. 
. 563· Then the only reason It has not been applied in that case is, that the wages 
m the power-loom trade have been sufficient for the support of a. family upon the 
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terms you have laid down ?-I can imagine no other reason than that the wages 
have been adequate. 

564. What is the saving of labour effected by the power-loom ?-I cannot speak 
with any thing like accurate knowledge upon the subject, I can only speak to the 
difference of quality in the fabric, which the most un practised eye can detect. 

565. Supposing a certain quantity of goods were to be manufactured, how many 
labourers would it take to manufacture it with the power.loom, as compared with 
the hand loom ?-I am not prepared to state that; but if the master manufacturer 
gives out a certain quantity of yarn to be woven by twenty d itierent weavers, he gets 
twenty different qualities of cloth, whereas if he puts it into a power loom, it is all of 
preciselv the same quality. 

566.' From your knowledge of the state of your parish, do you believe that the 
owners of the land would consent to mortgage for a term of years the poor rate, 
for the specific purpose of emigratiou ?-I do not see that the owner of the land has 
any thing to do with it. . 

567. Do you think that those persons who by law are entrusted II'lth the appro
priation of the parochial rate, would be disposed to charge that rate, under certain 
conditions, for the purposes of emigration ?-I think they would. 

568. Do you think the landlords would be disposed to object to it ?-I do not see 
how the landlord could interfere in it. 

569. Has tbe landlord any interest in interfering ?-I think not. 
570. l\Iay not the occupier who votes in the select vestry for this prospective 

charge of ten years, quit his tenement in the course of six months, nnd leave that 
charge to be borne by others?-Under the present state of the law, such a pro
spective arrangement would be impossible; we cannot mortgage the rates for ten 
years. 

571. But if, in consequence of this arrangement, he leaves his land \Iith a less 
annual charge frail! the rate than the present charge, will not the landlord be mate
rially benefited by it ?·-I should conceive so • 

.572. Is not this the result, that it is possible that the present charge may last 
only six months, and under the course proposed there will be a fixed mortgage 
payable for ten years to come ?-In many cases that might be the result. 

573. Are the individuals comprising the select vestry principally renters of land, 
or landowners ?-Renters of land, principally. 

l\Iajor Thomas lJIoody, again called in; and Examined. 

574. YOU have lately been to the parish of Shipley, in Sussex ?-Yes, I have. 
.57.5. Had you an opportunity of examining in minute detail, into the circum

stances of that parish ?--Yes, I had, so far as the assistance I received from the 
Member for the county, :\lr. Walter Burrell, directing certain overseers of that 
parish, and some fanners, to attend and answer such questions as I migbt put to 
them . 

.576. What is the amount of the population in the parish ?-Of the present popu
lation I could not get an accuratt: statement, but from the last returns made to 
Parliament, the population was 1,1.59 persons • 

.577. What is the estimated rental of that parish (-The estimated rental of the 
parish is 2,599 t. 5 s. 

578, What is the amount of money which has been applied under the poor 
rates for the relief of the poor during the last year?-The sum so applied was 
2,314/. 11 s. 

579. Can you state in detail to the Committee, the different situations of the 
parties receiving this parochial assistance?-There were 67 men, who were em
ployed upon the public roads; there were also aged and infirm persons without 
famijies, unable to work upon that or any other kind of work, 6; widows with
out children, 15; widows with children, .5 ; illegitimate children under twelve years 
of age, 2; children under twelve years of age, 1 J 3; exclusive of other children in 
the parish that do not receive relief; for though relief is given for only 113 children, 
yet the parents of those children have 262; it was only when the parents had 
beyond a certain number of children, that they became entitled to parochial relief for 
such excess. 

580. What was that number?-That number was 3 ; no allowance is paid but 
for. a uumber in one family exceeding 3 children, to the best of my recollection; 
beSIdes these, there were inmates in the workhouse (those I have mentioned not 
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being in the workhouse) 15 men, 14 women, 26 boys, and 15 girls, ~n~king a to!a[ 
of 70 ' these numbers make a total of 287 persons, who are receIVIng par?clllaI 
relief in some form or other. There l\'a!' another class of labourers ~mountmg to 
233 persons, \\ho were thus dj-tl jbuted among the holders of la.nd; III proportIon 
as a fanner held a rental of 101., if it was poor land, he was obhged to receIve one 
of those 233 labourers, who were a distinct class o! laboure.rs from t!Jose I have 
already mentioned, as being dependent upon the pansh rates III the mann<"'.r stated. 
This was, to all intents and purposes, also supplyltl,!!: the people to a certam. ext~nt 
with the lTIeans of subsistence out of the parish. ". hen the land was of ~ 111Iddlmg 
quality, for every 11 t. of rental, only one of those persons was recel~ed; ,and 
where thc land \\'as of good quality, there \\'as one for e\'cry 12 t. of rcntal.. fhe 
rcason for this distribution '\'as, that in proportion as tl~e rental was low, ~t was 
supposed that the land was poor, and cO~lsequ~ntly reqUired a greater portion of 
labour, in proportion to the space to cultivate It. . . ' 

581. Of those 233 labonrers you have last mentIOned, ~\ba~ pro,Portl?11 were 
considcred, by the inhabitants o~ the ,Parish gen.era!ly, as for~mg m POll1t o.t fact an 
excess beyond the labour requIred m that parish :--Accordll1g to the testImony of 
?III'. Richard l\Iartin, one of the employers, and whIch was agreed to by all the others, 
both in the parish of Shipley and the nei.:.;bbouring one, it w~s, that a mall that held 
a rental of 100 I. being obliged by those means to employ \line of those people, he 
was over-banded to the amount of three persons at Ica-t. 

5~::!, That out of the nine he employed, he could have employed six with advan
ta<1(" and that the other three wert: more than he \I anted ;-Yes; and the opinion 
of~he whole of the Shipley farmers was, that in consequence of their being obliged 
to employ this excess of labour, they adopted a course of crops for wbich tllCir land 
was not suited. 

5 83. ,rill you describe that course of crops ?- First, fallow; seco:ld, wheat; 
third, oats; fourth, grass seed. 

584. Wby were exhausting crops necessary ?-To employ the people; they draw 
a great quantity of lime, and make compost heaps, and forced a course of white 
crops of wheat and oats twice in four years, otherwise, in their opinion, they would 
not have been able to pay their rates. , 

.5 85. You have stated, that the sum of ~,3141. was paid in poor rates; have you 
the means of informing the Committee of the general details of the apprnpriation of 
that sum r-l have not beyond what I have stated; but wilat I have given was from 
books which will supply the detaIls. 

586. The excess oflabour, with respect to those 233 labourers, is to be considered 
as independent of the actnal pecuniary payment made by that parish out of the poor 
rates ?-Independent of the SUIll paid out of the poor rates. 

5f'7. '''hat is the amount of average wages paid to those 233 labourers?
I cannot state that precisely in each case; the average rate of wages of those per
sons was 98. ~ week. A labourer, having only two children, and deriving nothing 
from the parish, and constantly employed, would during forty-six weeks obtain 
perhaps about 108. a week, amounting to 23/. ; and during hay time and harvest~ 
for six weeks, he would obtain 21 s. a week, amounting to 61. G s. amounting alto
~ether t? 29t. 6 s. I ~ave an estimate of the ,rages of a man, having a wife and 
tour c1Jlldr~n: fortY-SIx wee.ks, the man at lOS., 23 t.; the dverage gains of the 
woman durJll.g the year, pa,ycularly at hay time and harvest, st. 45.; six weeks of 
the ~,"ages ot ~lJe man dUrIng hay time and harvest, at 21 S. per week, 6/. 6 s.; for 
a chIld he received 21. 1:2 s. from the parish and the rent of !Jis eottaae which was 
3 t. from the parish; by which the total inc~rne of the man, from al('tl;ose sources, 
amounted to 40 t. :2 s. 

~8S. \~!ill you nOlI: stat.e to the Committee the circumstances of a man receiving 
pansh rehef by tl~e dIrectIOn of the magistrates, as compared with that emplored 
labomer ?-In thIS case he \"ill receive for forty-six weeks, under the same circ~m
stances as ~o family, 9 s. a week, amounting to 20 t. 14s.; his wife's and his own 
wages, durmg hay and harv.est tiI?e, would be lIt. lOS. a~ before, making 32t. 4S.; 
th~ sum for rent and the child belllg the same, would be 51. 12 s.; the SUIll total of 
tillS w~uld be 3 it. 16 s. making a difierence of 2 t. 6 s. whether he was employed as 
an entll'ely free labourer, or whether he was obliged to depend upon the parish fo[' 
employment. ' 

~89· '.\:hat were the number of per:30ns paying rates in the parish ?-Thirty-five. 
:>~o., ~l hat number of persons were there that ought to pay rate, that could not 

pay r-l here were six small tradEsmen that did pay some rate; there were also 
forty-
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forty-nine cottages that were liable to rent, equal to 45/. per annum, but unable to 
pay rate without the aid of the parish. 

59 r. Did the parish pay it ?-Yes. 
592. What did they inform you was the expense per annum at which they would 

estimate a man, a woman, and three children, absolutely unemployed ?-I do not 
recollect that there was a particular sum, but the expense of it has been already 
detailed; and they were very willing, they said, to pay any sum less than that, in 
order to have those removed whose services were not wanted. 

593. Was there a select vestry in this parish ?-I do not know. 
594. Did you see the overseers of this parish ?-Yes. 
595 Were they aware that the practice of paying wages out of the rates, is 

illegal ?-I do not know whether they were so informed. 
596. Are there many gentlemen residing in this parish ?-It appears to me that 

there are none actually resident. 
597. Did you understand that that parish was peculiar, or did you understand 

that the acljoining parishes were very much in the same way ?-The next parish was 
much in the same way, and I understood was general in what is called the 'Wealds 
of Sussex ;at least, so it appeared to me, from the information I had. 

598. What was the class of owners of land in that parish ?-They are gentlemen, 
as I apprehend. The Brother of the Member for tbe County is one, and the Member 
hitnselt~ I believe, is another; I do not know any other individually. 

599. Had you any opportunity of knowing their sentiments respecting the circum
stances of the parish )-Y es; l\Ir. Walter Burrell returned to his house when those 
examinations were gone througb, and he saw the overseer of one of the parishes 
after I had done with him. I do not know what conversation passed between him 
and these persons. 

600. Are there many owners in this parish, either residing or non-resident ?-I do 
not kllow positively, but I helieve none. 

60 I. You were understood to state, that the greater the number of children that 
a labourer had, the greater was the allowance he received ?-Yes. 

002. What did a young unmarried man, without a family, get?-I suppose he 
would not get more than lOS. a week, the value of his labour. 
. 603. W'ould not he get less than lOS. ?-No, I apprehend not as average wages, 

unless on the parish list, when perhaps it would be 9 s. 
604. What would a married man with three children get?- - He woulJ get an 

extra shilling for each child beyond that number, and the usual wages when he had 
two or three; I am not certain as to the number. 

605. Did you understand that no employment could be found in any neighbourinCl' 
parish for those persons ?-So, I understood, though some resided in neighbouring 
parishes, yet drew relieffrom Shipley. 

606. Did not they consider that they "'ere attached to the spot without :!ony hope 
whatever of being able to provide for them, otherwise than by charity ?-Certainly; 
and the rate payers are willing to pay any expense less than that which they are now 
paying, in order to get rid of them. 

607. Are there any paupers resident in the parish "'ithout settlements, or have 
they all settlements ?-Some of them do not reside in the parish, but yet derive 
relief from the parish, that have settlements in the parish. The rate payers were 
very anxious that a system of destruction of cottages should follow the removal of 
paupers. 

608. Do the families live in separate cottages ?··-No, many Gf them have now 
got into one cottage; it was stated to me, that forty years ago a cottage that only 
held a man and his wife and three children, now contains five families, consisting 
of nineteen persons. 

609, Has the number of cottages increased within the last few years ?-I under
stand it has; but an increase of population had still taken place by putting more 
people into one cottage than there had been before. 

610. Are any rents paid out of the poor rates ?-Yes, rents of cottages, to the 
amount of 4.1 I. 

611. What does that average for each cottage by the year ?-I do not know the 
number of cottages, but I understood there were forty-nine persons whose rents 
were paid by the parish. 

612. Are th.e cottages the property of the owners of the soil?-~ presume so, but 
I am not certam. 

550. L J 613. You 
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6 13. You have stated that. 233 per~ons were distributed among the landholders 
in this parish, in the proportIOn ~f mne persons to .every 100 I. of rent; do you 
happen to know if those persons lllre~ any se;vants, mdependently of those people 
who were so forcibly put upon them r-- DUrIng the harvest I should suppo~e they 
mllst have hired other persons, but I cannot s.ay what ~appene~ at. o~her times of 
the year. Some persons held farms in the pansh who did not live 10 It, such must 
have confidential servants. 

6 14. Did you make any inquiries as to the .willin~ness of the occupiers or of .the 
owners in thi~ parish, to mortgage for a delin_Ite r.erlOd the poor rates of the pansh, 
to raise a sum of money for the purpose of emlgratmg a portIOn of ~he surplus popu
lation of the parish ?-So far as regards the owners of the pansh I had not an 
opportunity of seeing anyone, except 1\lr. ~ ~lter Burrell; the other people that 
I saw were farmers, and they were all very wlllmg. 

61 5. Do the fanners hold under leases for a term of years, or are they tenants at 
will ?-I understoud that they were tenants at will in general. 

616. What is the general currency of their leases when under that tenure ?-I do 
not know precisely. ., . . 

61 7. Dir! you make any inquiry mto the Circumstances of any other pansh 10 

Sussex ?-Only the parishes of Shipley and West Grinstead, which adjoin to one 
another. 

Jovis, I" die Martii, 1827· 

John Ma:cwell, Esq. a Member of the Committee; Examined. 

618. HAVE yOll had an opportunity of seeing the evidence given by Mr. 
Campbell, l\Ir. Drummond, and Mr. Kennedy?-I have. 

619. Do you generally agree in the statements made by those gentlemen ?-As 
far as I have examiner! them, I concur in them. 

620. HUI\" many petitions have yuu had to present from that part of the country 
upon the subject of emigratiun ?-Nine. 

621. Do those relate to the county of Renfrew exclusively?-I think they are all 
from the county of Renfrew; one is from Irish settlers in it. . 

6'12. You cannot speak particularly as to the situation of the population in Lanark
shire ?-N 0; but from conversation, I believe it to be very similar to that of the 
county of Renfrew. 

623. Is Lanarkshire as populous a county as Renfrewshire?-Not in proportion 
to its extent, I have reason to believe. 

624. But altogether there is as large a number of inhabitants in Lanarkshire as in 
Renfrewtihire ?"""":-r should think larger. 

6:;:.5. Do you therefore conceive that there is as large a number of persons in a 
situation of distress in Lanarkshire as in Renfrewshire ?-I could not exactly speak 
to that fact. 

6211. Do you happen to know whether or not the unemployed persons in Lanark
shire are h~nd-loom ",.eavers; which ~re the class of persons who are unemployed in 
Renfrcwslme ?-l believe almost entlfely; because when the weavers experience 
a difficulty in finding employment in their own trade, they have recourse to country 
labo~r, and thereby cause distress amongst the lab(.urers; but it originates in the 
wea vlIlg trade. 

62i· From your general impression upon the subject, are you of opinion that any 
otller remedy. prcsen~s itself for improving the condition of those persons out of 
emploJment 111 Renfrewsbire, than that of emigration ?-I think emigration will be 
ess~ntlally necessary to commence any effectual remedy. 

In 8. Do you discover any remedies for the distress which has of latc prevailed 
in :bc. di?trict .of country of ~hjch you have been speaking ?-I think the recurrence 
?f a SImIlar distress among the manufacturing population might be greatly diminished, 
If not altogether removed. 

629. By wha~ me\lns ;-1 think if the persons who give employment to labourers, 
and the persons 111 whose houses they reside, were made in some degree responsible 
th!lt the persons empl?yed and housed by them were not to be left so exclusively 
chargea?lc to the pansh, that that would <10 a great way to prevent the recurrence 
of the dIstress which now prevails in count~y parishes. 

63~. ~f a large proportion of the present distressed persons were removed from 
the dIstrict of country to which you allude, do you discover any other means by 

which 
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which that gap might be prevented from being supplied by persons from other 
parts of the country, in the even.t of a ?etter stat:. of employment arising ?-In 
addition to what I have already said, I thmk that glvmg some power of removal to 
assist parishes to which this surplus population usually flows, would contribute to 
prevent the settlement of an undue population in those districts. It:s tbe cu~(Om 
for persons who have contracts to make roads, ditches and canals, and for all persons 
who are establishing manufactures, not only to encourage the Irish to come, but 
there have been cases stated, where they have sent advertisements to Ireland, 
requesting the population to corne, on the prospect of a great supply of work, and 
the consequence is, that a great quantity of Irish come, who settle as weavers, 
because there is no law of apprenticeship now which fetters them in adopting that 
trade as soon as their employer finishes his contract or has no employment. 

631. In what manner do those people, so introduced, gain permanent settlements? 
-By residing three years without receiving charity; but they frequently beg in the 
parish adjoining, which saves them from the operation of that law; they send also 
their wives and children to beg there. 

632. Your father is one of the largest proprietors in the neighbourhood of 
Glasgow; has he contributed largely of late to the relief of the poor in that 
neighbourhood ?-He has. 

633. Do vou conceive that he, and other proprietors situated all he is, would lend 
any considerable assistance for the removal of any portion of the surplus population 
that now exists in that neighbourhood ?-I conceive tbat he might contribute to aid 
persons to emigrate, provided he saw that by so doing he would be protected from 
a new accumulation of labour for which there is no demand. 

634. Would he be prepared to give that money, or to lend it ?-I cannot speak 
exactly to that, but I conceive that he might be disposed to do either, according to 
the recommendation of the Committee, and the nature and extent of that protection; 
but I speak entirely from conjecture. 

635. Do you think that accumulation of labour could be prevented ?-I think 
that it might in a great measure be prevented. 

636. Will you have the goodness to state in what manner you think it might be 
prevented ?-I think if the persons who now endeavour to introduce labourers for 
the purpose of lowering the rate of wages should feel the burden of supporting 
unemployed lauourers who become settlers, that they probably would rather give 
a higher rate of wages to the population they now have, than seek for a foreign 
population for the purpose of reducing the wages. 

Mr. William Spencer Northhouse, of the London Free Press Newspaper, 
late of Glasgow, called in ; and Examined. 

637. YOU are authorized, on the part of certain Emigration Societies in Scotland, 
to lay their case before this Committee ?-I am. 

638. Will you state the names of the societies so authorizing you ?-For the 
county of Renfrew: the Paisley Friendly Emigration Society; the Paisley Caledo
nian Emigration Society, N° I; the Paisley Canadian Emigration Society; the 
Barrhead and N eilston Emigration Society; the Paisley and Suburhs Emigration 
Society; the Elderslie Emigration Society; the Paisley Caledonian Emigration So
ciety, N'2; the Paislev Friendly Emigration Society; the Lochwinnock Emigra
tion Society, and the Paisley Droomlands Emigration Society. I am also authorized 
by the following Emigration Societies in Lanarkshire: the Glasgow S1. George's 
Parish Societies, N° 1 and 2; the Barony Midd Ie Ward Society; the East Barony 
Society; the Park head Society; the North Quarter Society; the Calton Society. 
~. I ; the Calton Clyde-street Society; the Underston Society; the Gorbals So
clety; the Tradeston Society; the College Parish Society; the Bell-street Society; 
the Old ~onkland Society; the Rutherglen Society; the Bridgeton Society; the 
CallJlach~e Society; the Govan Society; the St. John's Parish Society; the Spring
bur~ Society; the Campsie Society: the Kirkintilloch Society, and the Eaglesham 
Society. 

639·. W.hat is the aggregate number of persons constituting those societies?
Th~ ~Olc~tles in Renfrewshire comprise 634 families, and 3,364 individuals; the 
~OC!e~leS III Lanarkshire comprise 1,618 families; I do not know the number of 
IndIVIduals; if they were taken in the same proportion as those in Renfrewshire, it 
would be about 8,500 individuals. 

640 • Is the Glasgow Emigration Society one of those you represent ?-No. 
550. L 4 641. Are 
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641. Are there any other emigration societies in that part of the country, besides 
those you have mentioned ?-I believe there may be a few, but there are only 

a few. . h .. 
642 . Are the greater part of the individual~ ~omposmg t ose .socletIes, hand-

loom weavers ?-N early the whole of the .socle~les I have mentIOned are .hand
loom weavers' I believe the Glas(Jow SocIety IS composed of cotton-spInners 
principally, a;d persons who are in ~ather bctter circumstances than the miserable 

individuals I represent. '. . 
643. Do you consider the greater part of the perso~s ~ompo~l~g those SOCietIes 

to be at the present moment in a stat.e of want and destitution, arlsmg from the le~s 
demand which exists fOl' their labour ~-Not so much from a less demand for theIr 
labour, as from the inadequate payment of their labour; I ~eli~v~ the demand is 
much better now than it was formerly; there are not many mdlvIduals at present 
au t of work. 

644. What is the cause to which the low rate of wages is to be attributed under 
circumstances of an improved demand ?-Because the demand is not yet sufficient 
to employ the whole of the hands; I suppose there are from 500 to 600 at least. 
at present out of employment; formerly I believe there were that number of 
thousands. 

645. To what county do you allude ?-To both Renfrewshire and Lanarkshire. 
646. Have you reason to suppose that there is any chance of such an improve. 

ment in the trade, at to employ, at adequate wages, the individuals who belong to 
that trade? - It is utterly impossible under any circumstances; macbinery -has 
already superseded to a very great extent the hand-loom ,,-eavers, and it continues 
to improve and to be appropriated to other fabrics than those to which it has been 
hitherto appropriated; and I can mention as a fact, tha t even with the excessive 
demand occasioned by the peculiar circumstances of last year, when there was more 
than double the quantity made than could be sold, and every market in the \\'orld 
was glutted, still the whole of the weavers were not employed, and their wages 
continued to decrease. 

647. Are you of opinion that if those weavers who are now in the situation of 
being redundant workmen were to be removed, that machinery would increase 
beyond wbat at present exists, supposing there were a great increase of demand for 
the article ?-I have not the least doubt of machinery increasing. 

648. Do you not therefore, in point of fact, consider that machinery is at this 
moment kept in some measure in abeyance by the circumstance of there bein" that 
redundant population out of employment ?-To a certain extent it is; but machinery 
must always govern the wages of manual labour. 

649. U nder ~ho~e circumstances yOt~ do not consi?er that any injury would 
accrue to the capltailst, from the abstractIOn of that portIOn of the population which 
may be considered as entirely redundant? - Great benefit must accrue to the 
capitalist, as the capitalist at present, from mere feelings of humanity, has to do much, 
towards the sustenance cf those persons whom he cannot employ. 

~5? Although 'you have ~tated t~,e. generality of persons ?elonging to those 
SOCIetIpS to be ~t th~s moment III a conUitlOn of gre~t'poverty and dIstress, arising from 
the lowness ot theIr wages, are you not of opmlOn that the removal of a com
parative~~ small.rroportion o.f. them! as compared with the whole, would have the 
effect o~ Impro~lng the. conditIOn at th~ remainder, so as to put them in a much 
bette~ SItuatIOn ~-Decldedly so, and m a far greater ratio than the mere number 
that IS taken away. 

6~1. f!ave the members of those societies connexions in the North American 
provlllces:-l'.fany of them have connexions. 

6~2. In any part_icu~ar province ?-I am not aware exactly of the particular 
prov~nce, th~y are dIstrIbuted pretty l?encrally thr~ugh Upper Canada; there are 
seve!~llocatlOns. I have sOllie letters In my possessIOn now and many lette y 
b I d b el C - . . , rs rna 

e al elore t 1e ommlttee, III willch tbey say that the" are exceedl'nol d . 
h I ·· " d . L - -. J '" Y eSlrous 

t at t lelr Illen s III anal:k~hlre and RentrelVshlfe should join them. 
653 .. Ha~ not t.he condIt~on of those hand-loom weavers been deteriorating during

the period In whIch macillnery bas been procrressively introduced in weavincr-
~ ?O not consider that machinery is the cause eof the deterioration of tho~e per;o~s . 
It IS one among many causes that have produced that deterioration ' 

654. Is it not tl.w fact! that the work that those persons wouid execute can be 
execu~ed oy maclllllery In a much cheaper and equally effectual manner?
Certainly. 

655. Under 
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655. Under those circumstances, provided that the circumstances of society are 
such that there is no demand for the labour of those persons in any other trade or 
occupation, does not it necessarily follow, that the introduction of that machinery 
must place them in a state of destitution and want '-I think machinery is not 
the primary cause of the destitution of those persons, although it is one of the 
peculiar circumstances that promoted that destitution; in one sense, machinery has 
occasioned a greater demand for labour, inasmuch as it has made the goods con
siderably cheaper, but not in proportion to the persons whom it has thrown out of 
employment. 

656. Is it not the fact, however, that the existence of machinery will of necessity 
prevent those people pursuing with advantage the trade to which they were brought 
up ?-l\1ost assuredly it will govern the rate of their wages. 

657. Are those people in general without the means, on their own part, of con
tributing towards the expense of their emigration :-SlJ far are they from possessing 
any means, that for a considerable length of time many of them, contrary to their 
principles, feelings and habits, bave been obliged to receive contributions from tbe 
relief committees; they were, I believe, in a great measure supported by the 
Metropolitan Relief Committee, and by donations at home, and tbey arc in such 
a state of absolute destitution, that many of them have had their articles of household 
furniture, and their very beds, pawned at the pawnbrokers, and they have been 
obliged to be redeemed by this relief society; and in addition, nearly the whole of . 
them bave received notices to quit. One poor woman, after being two days without 
food, was delivered of a child in that condition, having lIothing but \\ atEr to subsist 
upon. Meetings of the landlords of their houses have taken place in various parts, 
and the landlords have come to the resolution not to allow them to remain any 
IOIl~er than next Whitsunday; they have already seized many of their looms, and 
sold them by public auctioll; and they have stated as a reason for adopting that 
course, that they (the landlords) are positively giving their property to men who 
ought to be supported, either by the government or by the manufacturers who employ 
them. There have been public meetings of the landlords; one landlord stated the 
fact, that he had about 160 weavers at a village called Sprillgburn; I believe it to 
be a fact, that he has not receil'ed a proportion of :2 s. in the pound for his rents for 
the last 18 months. I know of another who has a mortgage upon his property at 
I-3d part of its supposed value, for which he pays jO t. a year interest, and he has 
not rec(;ived 20/. for the last 18 months. 

658. Are you aware that the di~tresses of that part of the country have been 
considerably mitigated by liberal subscriptions, which have been transmitted by the 
London Relief Committee in aid of them ?-I have no d0ubt that the immediate 
distresses of the people are mitigated, but it required more than present and uncertain 
cbarity to give any thing like consolation to tbe people. 

659· Supposing no increased demand to take place for the products of tbe hand. 
loom weavers, so as to raise their wages, and that the relief transmitted from this 
country were to cease, would not one of these two conser]llenCI'S necessarily ari,c, 
eitber that the distress of those parties would be aggravated in a dreadful degree, or 
that the maintenance of them, and the support of them, would fall lipan the district 
to which they belong?-lfthere were no illcreased demand, the people would starve 
to death. 

660. In the case of a man, a woman, and three children (taking that as the ratio 
of a family) utterly without means of ellJployment, that i,. for IIhose sel vices no 
real de~nand exists, who may be employed Ollt of charity, but not with a view to any 
benefiCIal result, and who consequently are left entirely to be maintained by a con
tribution of some sort or other; what is the lowest f'stinJate per head at which VOIl 
can calculate the subsistence of those persons per annum ?-I would say the 100~:est 
estimate per head of the subsistence of five persons, would be about 30 s.; that 
would be for the whole about 13t. per allnum for the whole faillily. 

661. You consider therefore, the proposition being that they arc utterly without 
employment, that they can be maintained in exi~tence for 13t. per allnum ?-I do; 
many have been sustained for less. 

66:2. What i5 the total expense which is incurred in respect of a family of five 
persons, i~c1uding not only subsistence. but every other exp~ .. se? -I should think 
that a fallllly of tive persons have been in mauy instances sustaiued at less than 5 s. 
a week, without charity; some evell at less than 4 s. a week. 

.663. Do you mean including rent and clothing ?-I cannot say that they have 
paId. for any.rent or clothing. 
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664. At what amount should you estimate the other necessary expenses for s.uch 
a family ?-I think clothing for a poo.r family, such as they generally wear, mIght 
be got for about 2t. per annum; I thmk the rent. would am~unt .to 18. 6d. per week, 
which would be about 4l. per annum; and 1 thmk fuel, wIth hght, would at leatit 
amount to 1 s. per week, making 2t. 128. p~r annum. 

665. Would not, therefore, the calculatIon stand thus:. 13 l. for .food, 2/. for 
clothing, 2 t. 12 s. for firing and candles, and 4 l. for lodgmg; makll1g altogether 
21 I. 12 s. as the expense absolutely necessary to t.>e incu~re?, from some quarter or 
other, in the preser.vation and subsistence of a famlly.c.onslstll1g of a man, a woman, 
and three children, who, by the terms of the proposition are altogether out of em
ployment during the year :;-1 do. 

666. Do you not know, or have you not heard, of families who subsist upon less 
than that sum ?-l\Ianv; but they have been partly sustained by charity. 

667. You have stated to the Committee, that all Whitsunday next a considerable 
number of weavers will be dispossessed of their habitations; do you know what is 
to become of those persons under those circumstances ?-l know what their own 
feelings are; the whole of tbem depend upon the legislature sending them out of 
the country; and if the legislature does not, they will have to build a temporary 
residence with what materials they can get in the public greens, and take such food 
as they can procure by force, I presume, from those that have a surplus quantity. 

66~. What has been the cause, according to your judgment, of the extraordinary 
patience which those persons have exercised in this their bitter distress ?-The hope 
of emigration. 

669. You attribute their patience to no other cause r- I know it has no other 
cause; I know that in many instances I mysrlf have been obliged to give them every 
encouragement tbat I could conscientiously give them, in order to prevent their 
breaking out into ausolute riot. 

670. Has not the poverty and misery of the population in some of the manufac
turing districts ahout Glasgow and Paisley, been as great as can well be imagined ?
I never could, until I had seen it, imagine the possibility of such distress; it has 
been the bare tenuity of life, if I may lise the phrase. I have no hesitation in say
ing, that the poor people themselves have sufficient mind lIOt to ascriue the evils 
they have endured to machinery, but to taxation weighing upon labour, and restric
tions preventing markets. 

671. Arc you of opinion, under all the circumstances, that these evils, unlike 
others, have no capacity in themselves to cure themselves ;-·They have not; I am 
rather of opinion, that where distress exists to a very great degree, population goes 
on increasing; inasmuch as the unfortunate beings become reckless and desperate 
and marry without thought. ' 

672. 'What is the peculiar species of manufacture which a hand-loom weaver 
follows in that district ?-Principally book muslins, and a variety of fabrics of a 
coarser and a finer nature, which I cannot describe, not being in the trade. 

67.3· Has there not ue~n, from various causes, a dimunition in the last year of 
the demand for that particular branch of manufacture ?-I should think in conse
quence, in some degree, of the alteration of the paper currency there was a con-
siderable diminutioo in the making of those goods. ' 

674. Did you ever hear of a diminution in the exportation of book muslins?
There must be a great diminution in exportation, when the means of speculation 
are taken away from the parties. 

675· You consider that diminution in ex portation to be one cause of the distress 
that exiots?-It is one of t1!e immediate causes; I look upon the mediate causes to 
be other Circumstances, which I am not called upon to state. 

6i6. Have you any knolVledge as to the state of those parties now in Canada?
~ have; I know t~at many that went over to Canada in a state of utter destitution 
III 18~0, ~re now .m a state o~ comparativ~ happiness; many of them have written 
to their fnen?s deSirous of commg over, tellmg them that they certainly encountered 
g.reat .hardslllps for 18. or 20 months, but that after that time they found that their 
SituatIOn got pro~ress.lvely better, and that. they would gladly endure five timei the 
amount of hardship, In order to be placed in the situation in which they now are. 

677· Have you a~y knowledge as to the expense of conveying those people to 
Canada, and of locat~ng them there ?-I have; I believe that in the year 1 S20, 

abou.t. 700 t. was paIr! to a vessel, at. the rate of 4 I. or 5t. per head, including 
prOVISIons, a~d I know that at that tIme another vessel might have been "ot for 
about 400 I., httle more than 50 per cent upon the sum; and 1 am sure it' it w~re left 

to 
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to the intended emigrants themselves, they would find the means of going upon a far !\Ir. 
more economical plan tban other persons could do for them, and for this reason, ~urthnousc. 
that the whole of the Sco~ch emigrants ~ontemplate the repayment of any money that 1 M~ 
may be advanced for theIr use by ParlIament, and would of course expend as little J827. 

as they could. 
678. On what grounds do they feel that confidence of being enabled to repay the 

sums advanced ?-From the evidence they have of the accumulating wealth of those 
who have already gone out; and I may say the Scotch poor are as remarkable for 
their honesty as for any feeling by which the.v are characterised. 

679. Do you know of any instances in which persons have been enabled to repay 
any sums that may have been advanced for the purpose of their emigration ?-I do 
not know that it bas ever been tried upon that plan. 

680. Then it is presumed you are of opinion, that tbe cheapest mode of emigrating 
those persons, would be to supply them with some funds, and to leave the rest to 
them ?-For greater safety, and likewise to remove certain oujections in some quarters 
as to their leaving Canada for the United Stales, I should recommend that the 
government did not give them any money, but establish in the different towns the 
means of giving them rations of food, either weekly or monthly, until they were 
enabled to supply themselves. 

681. Have you had an opportunity of reading the Evidence that was given before 
the Committee on Emigration ill the last year?-I have. 

682. Have you read the very minute detail that is given of the manner in which 
the emigrants were settled in 1823 and 182.5?-I have. 

683. Have you any reason to know whether any of those persons belonging to 
those emigration societies, have seen that Report ?-I believe many of them have 
seen it. 

684. Are you to be understood to state that they are fully prepared to repay at 
the earliest period compatible with their means, that is, to pay interest redeemable 
at will, for any money which may be advanced for their location, upon the cheapest 
principle on which it can be carried into effect ?-l am ready on their part to state, 
that not only will they enter into any single bond for that purpose, but they will enter 
into joint and several bonds for each other, and they will get their friends also in 
Canada, who have expressed their willingness to do so, to enter into joint and 
several bonds with them for the repaymwt of the money that would be advanced. 

685. Is it not true that those men, notwithstanding their miseries, have very just 
ideas in general with respect to the effects of machinery ?-They have generally 
just ideas as to the effects of machinery; their misery has in ~ol1le instances ulinded 
their views respecting machinery, as it has done in other parts of the country, but 
they generally ascribe their distress to other causes. 

686. Are you not of opinion, from what you know of the western part of Scotland, 
that had it not been for the application of charity frol1l the variolls sources from 
whence it has ueen derived, a portion of the population mllst have perished?
I know that a portion of the population lllust have perished, had it not been for that 
charity; and I know that those who have accepted of that charity, have gone with 
the feeling of almost plunging their hands into the fire to save their lives. 

687. You have stated, that a great portion of the persons who are now employed 
as hand-loom weavers are in a state of distress; what arc tile lI'ages of those persons 
who are now empl0.'1ecF-It is according to the peculiar fa uric upon which they 
.are employed; on the coarser fabrics, the utmost extent of their wages I take to be 
about 38. 6d. per week, working sixteen hours per day. 

688. What will a family of five persons earn in a week, supposing them to consist 
of a man, a woman, and three children of the ages of fourteen, eight and three?
The children of the ages of fourteen and eight would be employed, and the man and 
woman would be employed; by their combined exertions they might earn about 
58. 6 d. per week at the coarser fabrics. 

689. You appear to anticipate a further employment of those persons who are 
now out. of employment; if the whole should be employed, do you conceive that 
the present rate of wages will continue :-1 do not anticipate a further increase; 
I think the present increase is the mere revulsion of tbe tide, and will not last; 
I anticipate a decrease of the present employment; I tbink that employment has 
arrived near its maximum. 

~9~. Do you consider that the average earnings of tbe persons composing those 
SOCIetIes whose names you have mentioned, amount to about ')8. Od. a week for 
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a family of five persons ?-I should think their average earnings are not more than 

from .5s. 6d. to 6s. . . 
691. Then the expense incurred Ly the country for those persons, ~Ither by pubh 

funds or private charity, is the differenc.e .between the sum so. obtamed as ~a~es, 
and that which you allege to be the nlll1lmUm ex~ense at which they can hve?
Certainly, unle5s they starve for a certain length of time. 

692• Then that difference will be about 7/. 6s. per annum?-I have no doubt 

of it. 
693. That you conc{;ive to b{; about the average expense that those people are 

to the country at the present time?-That is the least average expense. 
694. In stating ~11. 12S. to he the ';Iinimum at which Y?U t!link a family, con

sisting of a man, a woman, and three clllldren, could be maintained, d0'y0u mean 
to say that you think it a desirable thing that the wages of that ~lass .ot the .com
munitv should be no higher than that?-I mean to say that 1 consider It a deSirable 
thin" tor the aeneral good, that the wages of labour should be as low as possible; 
but "'I mean t~ say that for the welfare of the people in those districts, it is abso
lutely necessary that the wages should be much higher. 

69.5. Supposing the wages of labour to Le do.ubl~d, if m~chinery can supply the 
place of lahour, will not th~ profits of the capitalIst .remaln the same ~-:-I should 
answer that questioll hy pllttlllg another case j supposing that all restnctlOns upon 
the sale of the <Toods were removed, then the increase of the demand would cause 
a rise in the pri~e of wages, it would enable the capitalist to employ the whole of the 
men, and give him a return for his capital j 1 mean to say, supposing the corn laws 
were repealed. 

6gG. How much did those persons, who are now unemployed, earn two years ago, 
when tbey were in a state of full employment?-In 1816, the amount of their 
eafllings \\as aLout 1 Gs. per week; they gradually Lecame smaller and smaller, from 
both mediate and immediate causes, till about two years ago they were six shillings 
a week, and they are now on an average about 3 s. gd. or 4 s. a week. 

G97. Then if a full state of employment were to take place, upon what ground do 
you suppose that the high wages, which exi"ted in Il:iI 6, will not occur again?
Because in 181 (j machinery was not employed upon the same fabrics that it is 
employed upon llOlV; it is continually invading one fabric after anotber, and 
machinery lllUst always determine the wages of manual labour; if a man make 
a machine, it costs him so much money as capital; the interest of that money 
amounts to so much, and it costs him so much in the working, and he will always 
determine in his own mind whdher that machinery costs a greater or a smaller slim 
than so many labourers producing the SUIIIl; quantity of work, and he will take that 
which is the cheapest. 

698. Y all have ,tated, that you represent here eleven thousand persons, who are 
desirous of ellligratillg; do you conceive that it will be necessary to remove those 
eleven thousand (Jersons, to produce relief in that part of the country? - I have no 
he~itation in saying, shat the rem~val of a sin:le .il:dividual produces a quantity of 
rehef greater than the alllount of what that mdlvldual earns, and if one thousand 
persons are removed, it \\ ill produce a greater relief than the supposed earninlYs of 
two thousand persons. b 

. 6~9· Will ¥ou. explain more in detail your reasons for that opinion ?-l\fy reason 
IS th.ls.; the rr~n~lplt's o! supply and demand are the same in all trades (except where 
art!ticwl restrictIOns eXist;) when there are .more than a given number of bands re
qUlled by a manufacturer, the surplus, havlIlg no employment, will offer to labour 
for a s~a.l!er sum t~l~n tbose who have b~elJ fortunate en?ugh to receive employment, 
and pi eCIsely accO! d!ng to the number o.t that surplus Will the wages continue to de
cn:ase, until they afflve at.t~e lowest pomt at which any person will take work, that 
bemg ~easured by ~he mll1l111ll111 cost of "llb,i"tcl1c~, an~ ~he mode that may exist 
of gettmg an~ subSistence [10m any other quarter 111 additIOn to those wages; but 
the removal of a n~mber of those sLl:plus hands, and likewise of a number of those 
that are at preseut 111 employment, Will cause a greater rise in wages titan in the ratio 
of the wages ,earned by the persons who were remov{;d' for this reason that the 
m.aste~· manuiact.urers, instead of !!ivin~ every one .les~ than' his brother ma~ufacturer, 
': III gIve mor.e, 111 order to have the auvantage of hiS workmen; thus, jf at a given 
tIme a manufacturer pays 5s. Lut cannot employ all the persons who offer to work 
at 5 s, t~lOse WhO~l be cannot employ having no other mode of subsistence but the 
work "Iueh llP gIVes out, will offer to do it for 4s. 11 d., he may tlIen Employ 

a certain 
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a certain number; a few more of the remainder will offer to work for 48. ] od., or 
48. gd., or 48. 8d. or 48. 7d., and so on till it comes down to such a point that 
the wages will not sustain life, with the aid of all the other sllpport afforded to them; 
but on the removal of a number of those surplus hands, and also of those at present 
in employment, one manufacturer will give one penny more to get the labourers of 
another manufacturer, and that manufacturer again, seeing that he is likely to lose 
his labourers, will offer three halfpence in order to detain them; and that principiI! 
will go on till the wages will find their level by the introduction of new labourers or 
the return of old ones. 

700. Or the substitution of machinery ?-U nder all circumstances, machinery 
invariably governs the wages of manual labour. 

70 I. Will not the rise of wages you contemplate check employment, by raisin~ 
the price of the manufactured article?-I t would raise the price of the manufactured 
article and check employment, just in the same way that a duty upon any particular 
article will cause a smaller quantity to be sold of that article than would otherwise 
be sold. 

702. With respect to the profits of the manufacturer, must not the expense, which 
is now in point of fact applied in aid of the wages of labour, be taken into con
sideration ?-Of course, in the same way that the duties which are paid upon articles 
must be taken into consideration. 

703. With respect to the emigration of any parties under those circumstances. 
do you not imagine that it is more for the interest of the emigrants, and more for 
the interest of the community, that a settled system should be adopted, under which 
the whole process should be carried on under some responsible person or persons, 
rather than by leaving it to the accidental choice of each emigrant, as to the mode 
that should be pursued ?-I have no hesitation in answering that question in the 
affirmative; but if it refer, as I suppose it does, to time, I must add, that one half 
of the people who petition for emigration will most assuredly perish for want of 
subsistence, should the measure be postponed for another year, till plans are matured 
and perfected. 

704. Supposing that those persons were to be located together, locations being 
prepared for them, roads being macie, rations being procured, and all the necessary 
nssistance being given to them, and that under the charge of responsible persons; do 
you not think that would be as desirable a modp. of executing the ohject, as by scat
tering those persons over the different parts of the North American provinces, 
where their friends may happen to be, that course heing necessarily attended with 
much additional expense in transmitting them to those different points ?-I have no 
hesitation in saying that it would be for the benefit of the Canadian population to 
have roads made, and to have the means of communication; but I imal1ine that 
those persons, anticipating the return of this money by themselves, would'" not like 
that larger expenses should be incurred than were necessary. 

705. Supposing that no expense is incurred hut that which is the minimum ne
cessary for the purpose of enabling them to go on by themselves, and to prosper after 
that assistance is withdrawn; would they object to paying back that expense ?-N ot 
in the least. 

706. Are you not aware, with respect to rationing those persons, that it can be 
done at less expense upon an extended scale, than if each individual had to cater for 
himself in the purchase of necessaries ?-J cannot reply to that question; I have no 
personal knowledge upon the subject. 

707. Are you aware of what is meant by the expense to be incurred in locatiner 
those parties ?-I think I am. '" 

7oti. There is the passage from this country to Canada?-That they can get 
cheaper than government. 

io9· There is the provisioning during the voyage?-That they can get cheaper 
than government. 

716. There is the removal of them from the place of debarkation to the place of 
their location ?-Of that I have no knowledge. 

i II. There is the finding certain implements which are necessary for settlers ill 
the early period of their settlement ?-That I do not know the cost of. 

712. There is the purchase, perhaps, of a pig or a cow ? -That they would very 
frequently get from their friends, when they get there. 

~ 13· T?ere are their rations for a year, or n year and four months, for the period 
dllrlng which it is necessary that they should be provided with food, prior to their 
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own crops giving them the means of su bsistence?-U nd?r any circu~stances, whether 
cheaper or dearer, I think the government should prov\li~ tbose ratIOns. 

714. With respect to the purchase of a pig, you say It would be better that they 
should receive that from their friends ?-I believe they would be generally better 
pleased to make their own market for their goods. . . . 

71 5. Would not the additional expense that woul,d be. mcurre~l In removIng them 
from the place of debarkation to the spot where .thelr. frIends mIght bappen to be 
settled, be three times as nn:ch as the cost of a pIg whIch was bought for. them und~r 
any circumstances of their being located together, without that separat~on ~-1 dlo 
not mean that they should purchase the pig wh.ere they land, and take It wIth the~ 
to their location, but that when they got to theIr locatIOn they would get from theIr 
friends a pig, or any thing of that sort, out of their surplus stock., . 

716. Would it not be perfectly impossible to carryon an emIgratIOn upon an 
extcnded scale, with thc plan of locating each person at the point where. he might 
happen to have frtends or relations ?-I could not give a more accurate vIew of the 
circumstances of the people after they got to Canada, than by simply stating, that 
those who have gone over are comfortable, and, in some instances, would help those 
who follow them, 

717. You were understood in an early part of your evidence to say, that you 
thought that those parties had better be removed under the care and superintendence 
of government; you are understood now to say, that it would be better to place 
money in the hands of those parties, and for them to provide for themselves?
I did not state that I wished the money to be put into the han os of those parties, 
I merely wished that the parties might have some of the most respectable men 
connected with Lanarkshire and Henfrewshire to superintend the process of the 
emigration; I mean to say, that ",ith local friends near their present residencies 
superintending embarkation, those persons would most assuredly do it considerably 
cheaper than it could be done upon any scale that the government would do it 
upon. 

71 tI. Presuming that all those individuals sincerely wish to repay the government 
the, cha~ges of their removal to America, is there not rather a feeling of jealousy ill 
theIr m'nds that they lllay have more to pay hereafter than would be quite con
venient to them ?-Tbere is such a feeling, 

j 1 9. Are tlley not therefore desirous to be removed upon as cheap terms as 
possible, with a view to lessen that future payment )-1 have no hesitation in saying 
that they would mo"t gladly emigrate under llny circumstances, from their present 
desperate and most deplorable condition, but they would like to find out the 
cheapest mode themselves (as they have to repay the money) in preference to 
having it done according to what are usually considered tile practices of govern. 
ment. 

j20. Supposing that their friends at Glasgow were of opinion that the mode of 
removal that ',I'as adopted was the cheapest and the most proper that could he 
ad?IJted, d?, you not cOlls~der that i~ that case the el?igrants wauld entirely ac. 
qUlesce ?- I he:,' would pertectly acqUIesce under any cIrcumstances, and in any 
mude, as 1 have said before . 

. 7 21 , You st,~ted that some families went out in the year J 820; under what 
cIrcumstances dId they g? out?-::-T~~re .were I.ocal,committees formed in Glasgow, 
for the purpos~ of promotmg and taclhtatlllg emIgratIOn; those committees found out 
~ plan of sendmg them over for a much smaller sum than has been stated in Par
hament; 1 have no hesitation in saying that instead of costing 20 t. a head, they 
may be located,an~ kept for about,l:!l, a head; and it is upon tbat ground, as well 
8S upon a cer~al1l jama clalllos~ agamst governlIlent practiccs, that they would rather 
do It by thell' own means with government Illoney, than uy the means aenerally 
ttdopted liy governmt:'nt. 0 

j22., Yuu, stated, tbat tho;e families who \\<;nt out in 18:20, have written home to 
theIr fnen~s 1\1 ~cotland, statlllg their condition ?-They have. 

i2~" ~\ hat has.prevented their friends in Scotland who are in a state of distress, 
fromJollllllg them :-The want of mcans. 

?24' Do ;'vu ~now any par~icular impediments that have occurred to prevent 
a ,l\l::iar enJlgratlOll to that wllletl took place ill I tl20 ?-Th€l'e are many persons 
"ho ,,~ouIJ l:avc ~une over, t,o Canada, being [Ju.o~e'~ed of a small sum of money, 
II ho cannot dOli ~o, O\el "It,l tlJat "~m of muney, because liy an Act that has been 
J.illi:,I',l',c:d, IIJ:l~lIlJ:': upon a certalIl quantity of tonnage to every passenaer, the 
l', pel,'c~ (,I enllgrauon ha Vi; beEn IIlcrcdscd tbreefold, and the result is, th~t those 

who, 
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who, having two or three pounds, could formerly get over to America, cannot get IV. s. :'!~;hhuu6e. 
over now. 

725. Therefore you are of opinion !hat the Acts which have been passed, l~egu
lating the transport of those persons, Slllce 1820, have repressed voluntary elmgra
tion?-I am. 

726. Are you not aware that the success of an emigrant who goes without any 
capital, must depend upon the demand for his labour when he arrives ?-I suppose 
upon natural principles, that it must be so; but I know there have been few emi
grants who have gone from Scotland, who have not got immediate employment for 
their labour; and in fact, I believe there is a society at Quebec for the purpose of 
giving some little encouragement and relief to those that are in that destitute 
condition. 

727. If the supply of labour were to be beyond the demand, must not the inevita
ble consequence be, that those persons would be in a situation of great distress ?
The supply of labour in Canada can never be beyond the demand, for a length of 
time. 

728. If :20,000 persons were landed in Canada to-morrow, without one single 
farthing of capital, do you mean to state that there is such a demand for their 
service that they would all find employment ?-I believe if they could not find 
sufficient employment, they would find facilities for removing to another country 
near at hand. 

729. Without looking at so large an emigration as one of twenty thousand per
sons, do you know that persons at present residellt in Glasgow have received letters 
from their friends who have emigrated to Canada, recommending them to come 
out?-Decidedly so; I am in possession of a great quantit.y of information upon 
that subject; the letters are all of the same import, that the persons who have gone 
over are comfortably settled, and that every year they are improving. They began 
at the lowest point of very hard labour, and their health improved; and they are in 
comparatively comfortable circumstances. One old man, that went over in a state 
of great infirmity and sickness, wrote back to his friends, after he had heen four 
years there, that he was worth 1001.; he has a family of five children. 

730. Do you believe that if the Passengers Act were repealed, considerable 
voluntary emigration would take place ?-1 think much voluntary emigration would 
take place; but not among the parties that I represent; as to them, it is of little 
moment whether the passage were 61. or 601.; they have nothing. 

731. Supposing it to be admitted that no unnecessary expense is incurred in locating 
those persons in such a manner that they are likely to prosper, do you suppose they 
would prder having no assistance, and being called upon for no repayment, or being 
assisted in the manner proposed, and after the lapse of eight or nine years being 
called upon to commence the payment of interest upon the money originally expended 
in tbeir location ?-I bave no hesitation in saying that they would most cheerfully 
subscribe to those terms, and would most gratefully acquiesce in any plan for repay
ment of interest and principal; they only Ilish to be taken from the desperate con
dition in which they are at present placed. 

732. You have stated, that if a great numher of those families are not relieved 
before a particular day, they will be turned into the streets on account of rent ?
They will be turned out of their houses; because their lanrllords, for the sake of 
those poor men, and finding tbat their present condition is absolutely a gradual 
death, they have come to the resolution of turning them out by wholesale. There 
is a village, the whole of which is inhabited by weavers; it belongs to one gen
tleman; and that gentleman has declared his determination to turn out every 
one, and to "roup" all their furniture, and to throw his wretched tenants upon the 
world. 

733. Are tbose 
Irish ?-They are 
population. 

families wholly Scotch, or arc they some Scotch and some 
principally Scotch; but there are many Irish in the Glasgow 

734· Are they persons who have resided where they are at present three vears?-
Many much longer. -

735· Have you formed any definite opinion with reference to the aggregate num
ber of the parties applying for emigration, as to the number of persons, the removal 
of whom would tend instantaneously so to improve the condition of the remainder, 
a~ t~ remove the great causes of distress ?-I do not think it would remove the causes 
of distress; as to improving the condition of the poor people, I think that were 1,000 
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Mr. families removed only at a very trifling expense, it would considerably better the 
'- remainder. , 
--_....-_J' 7 36. You mean) ,(JOO families, cOIl~isting of 5,000 persons ~-Yes. 

W. S. Northl,ouse. 

1 Malcb, 737. Have you ever visited Ireland ?-I have. 
1827. Gl h d d i38. However great tbe distress may be at a~gow, ~r owever re un ant may 

be the population in its neighbourhood, is not the dlstr~ss In Ireland, and the redun
dant population in Ireland, greater ?-l have .not ~een In the south ~f Irelan~, ~ have 
only been in the north of Ireland, where the situatIOn of the people IS very similar to 
the situation of the people in Glasgow. 

739. If by the abstraction of 1,000 fami.lies from th.e neighb.ourhood of G1a~go'.", 
the condition of the remainder of the workll1g populatIOn was IInproved by a flse III 

wages, have you any doubt, the state of Ireland remaining the same, that that vacuum 
would be instantly tilled up from that quarter ?-I have much doubt that the vacuum 
weuld be instantly filled up from that quarter, because the rate of wages must be so 
low, for some time to come, as to offer little temptation even to an Irishman to 
come over. 

740. Are not the facilities of communication between Ireland and Glasgow rapidly 
increasing ?-They are. 

741. What is the present rate of a passage from Ireland to Glasgow f-A steerage 
passage, I believe, they very frequently get for about two or three shillings, from 
Belfast to Glasgow. 

742. Do not they get over for less than that?-Occasionally they may have got 
over for less. 

743· You have stated that the sum necessary to support a family is about 221. a 
year; is it not consistent with your knowledge, that many heads of families are only 
receiving 48. 6d. or 58. per week ;-l\luch less, often. 

744. Then how do they subsist ?-By charity, or they partly starve; that is, they 
pass days without food. 

745. What leads you to imagine that a rise in the present wages at Gla.<;gow 
would not he a temptation to the labouring puor of Irelanc! to go there ?-I do not 
think that the rise for some time 1V0uid amount to so much as to enable the peroons 
that came in to live. 

746. Are you not aware of the fact, that there are persons wandering over the 
face of Ireland without any employment, or without any means of honest sub
sistence ?-I believe that a great part of the population of Irelalld is unemployed. 

747· Consequently any employment at any wages, however low, in Scotland, 
would be better than their present condition in Ireland;- I do not think if they 
were in the same situation as the weavers at Glasgow, that their situation would be 
better than at present; they live in Ireland, and they could do no more, after they 
had learnt to weave, in Glasgow. 

748. You say that the \leaver at Glasgow has some employment, and some 
wages, and you admit that part of the pop.ulation. in !reland ltave no employment 
and no wages; therefore, would not theIr flowmg mto G laonolV to receive some 
employment and some wages, better the condition of that Irisl~ population ?-I do 
not know that it would .better their con.dition, beca~se if in Scotland they cannot 
get so much as to sus.tam nature by. their wages, seelIlg that they a re sustained by 
some means or other In Ireland, I thInk they Ilould not be better off in Scotland than 
they are in Ireland. . 

74Y: A,:e y~u aware th~t in the year I 8:l1 there was a Committee of :\Ianagement 
of EmlgralI~n In ?lasgol~' :-1 anI; but I was not in GlasgoII' in that year. 

7.')0. Is It eO~I!>lstent 111.th ~·o.ur knOll ledge, that in that year that Committee trans
ported to AlIlen.ca I ,8~3 IlIlJlvlduals for 5,485 t., at the rate of '2 t. 18s. per head r
I believe they (lid. 

75 1 • That was prior to the passing of the Passengers Act ?--Yes, it was. 
75'1.·. Do YOll kn.o,,: what became of those 1,883 individuals upon their landing? 

- I believe the m~ljoflty of them are still in Canada. 

753- Have they any location ;-They located themselves. 

7.?4· .We,:e they absorbed by the clem.and for labour in that country upon their 
)~ndll1g :--.\ e, ;. and ~ana~~ lwei a continual accession of emigrants veal' by year, 
tIll the passmg ot that IllIpollllC .\cl. . . 

. 7j;j· "\rc y.ou allure what has been the average rate of a passage to America, 
~lI1ce ~he passl~if of the Passengers Act ?-I have heard that it is six or seven pounds, 
lI1c1udll1g provISIons. 
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Mr. '756. If the Passengers Act were repealed, and the expense of a passage to 
America thereby diminished, although those destitute individuals whom you repre
sent could not emigrate in that way, have you any doubt that persons in great 
poverty, but one degree better, and having some small capital, would find means to 
emigrate themselves ?-I believe that many would. 

TV. S. Northhuuse. 

7.57. And the entire population in this country would be diminished exactly in the 
same proportion as if those destitute individuals were removed ?-I do not say 
that; because those destitute individuals form an immense mass of the population, 
and the proportion that would gradually remove would be small compared with 
them; and during the operation of the removal of those persons, the principle of 
population would continue to increase the number of the wretched, for in proportion 
as people become more wretched, the population increases; I mean to say, that 
when men are reckless and desperate in their character, they do not look for im
provrment in their social condition, and they take the only enjoyment they have in 
their power, viz. sexual indulgence--they marry; hence, in the worst parts of Ire
land, and in Lancashire, population more rapidly incrcases than in places where the 
people are better off. 

i 58. Having considered this subject attentively, can you state that it is your 
opinion, that applying the remedy of Emigration to England or Scotland, and apply
ing no remedy to the surplus population of Ireland, would produce allY important 
national result ?-I believe the national result would be momentary; and I believe 
that emigration would not produce half the advanges which the reduction of many 
duties would produce, in giving employment to the population. I could instance 
the fact of one duty, namely, the duty on printed goods, which amounts to about 
4d. per squarr yard; the average price of a piece of printed goods is 8 d. per yard, 
and as those printed goods are purchased very much by servant girls, and people of 
that sort, to whom expense is an object, there certainly would be a greater quantity 
sold if that 4 d. per sq uare yard were taken otr; and I believe that the decrease of 
duties upon manufactured goods generally would be a greater and a more perma
nent national goud than emigration. 

7 !i9· But if Emigration is to Le taken up as a national oLject, and the means for 
it supplied by the national funds, do you conceive Scotland, or Ireland, to be the 
point where the population is most redundant?- I believe that Ireland is the point 
where the population is most redundant; but I have no hesitation in giving it as 
my opinion, that Scotland is the point where the emigration ought to commence, 
for this simple reason, that the Scotch are a people who have been long accustomed 
to independent habits; tbat they have never, till recently, been in their present truly 
wretched condition; that they are not so reckless as the Irish generally are, and 
that to them it is more acute misery to be dependent on charity, than it is to the 
Irish; and that the Irish people, from being long habituated to wretchedness, might, 
in point of charity and good feeling, be suffered rather to remain for some tIme 
longer in that condition, than that the Scotch should be suffered to get into the horrid 
circumstar.ces that the Irish bave been so long in. 

760. You state, that the great distress in Glasgow and its neighbourhood is among 
the hand-loom weavers ?-It is. 

761. Are you not aware that the duty on printed goods is a protection to hand
loom weaving ?-I consider no tax to be a protection, as it throws back upon the 
protected class those whom the prohibition renders destitute. 

7(12. Are you not aware that variegated patterns can be wrought by the hand 
loom, which cannot be wrought by the power-loom ?-Yes. 

703- Consequently when a variegated pattern is desired on a web wrouoht by the 
pOIV~r-loom, it must go to the print-field ?-I mean to say, that if a p~rson has 
48. 111 his pocket, who wishes to purcbase an article the price of wbich is 8s. upon 
which there is a duty of 48., if that duty were removed, he or she mitTht purchase 
that articlr, which otherwise they could not do. to 

764. Do you not think that emigrants who have friends already located in Canada 
would greatly prefer being allowed to locate themselves in the neighbourhood of 
such friends ?-- I do believe it. 

765· Do you not think that such emigrants would greatly prefer that even a less 
a.mount of expenditure should bc incurred in their location, if they were allowed to 
choose their own sites, than tbat a greater degree of assistance should be afforded 
b~ the S~ate, coupled with the condition of placing themselves where the State 
mIght POll1t out ?-I do. 

.550 • N 766. Do 
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766. Do you not believe that in addition to that, the emigra.nt could locate 
himself, if allowed to do ,0 in his own way, at a much less sum ot money than ~he 
State could do it for?- I have already stated, that so far as regards com'eymg 
bimself to Canada, 1 think he could; but as 1 have no p~rSDnl. k~owle~ge of the 
expenses in Canada, I must how to the opinion of others In thIs Committee, who 
have more knowledge upon the subject. . 

7G7. Do you not believe that thousa?ds and te~s of thousan~s o~ emIgrants have 
in tilct located themselves in Canada wIth the assIstance of theIr friends, lipan very 
smail sums of money ?-l know that to be !he fact. . 

768. Some perhaps with no money at all ,-I do not knolV that t~ be t.he ~act. 
769. Are you acquainted with the amount of settlement fees reql1lred In Canada? 

-I am not. 
770. Nor with the rate at which land is sold ?-J .understo?d it was given away. 
7i I. Are the Committee to lInder5tand, that If the offer were made to those 

weavers in Glasgow and its neighbourhood, that they should be taken over and 
landed in Quebec, alld receive no further assistance, that they would prefer accept. 
in" that ofter findin C1 their OWIl way to their friends and settling themselves, to 
1"C~eivin" assi~tance ~pon the principle of a minimum of subsistence being given 
to t1lem'" with reference to ultimate repayment ?-Certainly not; they are in such 
a wrctched slaW, that they must have some assistance rendered in Canada by 
\I hoever takes them over. 

ii2. You were understood to state, that the friends of those parties are willing 
to assi,..t in their location; consequently upon an opportunity being given for a com
Illunication to their ti'iends, that they were to be lalllled in Quebec, for example, 
upon a particular day, do you concei"e that those weavers would rather trust to the 
assistance of their fi'iends, not making themselves responsible for any return of 
money II hatevn, or that they would prefer to be settled upon the principle of Mr. 
llobinson's emigrations in 1823 and 1825 ?-I have no hesitation in saying that 
they would prefer some certain assistance. 

i73. Are you not aware that it has never been contemplated to give any assistance 
to the emigrants that \\'as not reduced to the least amount that is compatible with 
the maintenance of the emigrants so settled ?-I wish that all objections to emi· 
gration lllay be done away with by proposing the very cheapest plan that can be 
stated to Parliament; and I think that the plans that have been pursued already by 
those local societies have been shown to be so exceedingly cheap, and so much below 
the sum mentioned by Mr. Peel, that I have no hesitation in stating one very great 
impediment in the way of emigration would be removed, if those plans were 
adopted. 

i7-+. You are understood to have stated in answer to a question put to you, that 
you think the emigrants themselves would prefer not to receive assistance after their 
arrival in Canada, but to be placed in the neighbourhood of their friends, and to 
rely upon the assistance of those friends :-\Vhat 1 meant to say \las, that the 
emigrants, like lIlany other men, would be very glad to be the judges of their own 
mode uf expenditure; as they would have to repay the money advanced to them, 
they would like to have the hiring of the vessels, and any thing of that sort, in their 
0\111 committees, or committees of gentlemen whom they know; and probably by 
that means they 1V0uid save the repayment of half the money that crovernment 
would otherwise expend; 1 m'ean to say, if crovernment 1V0uid establish "'local com. 
mittees, simil.ar to the comn?ittees that have"' already existed in Glasgow, there is 
a general feeling that the bus lOess would be done at a considerably smaller expense 
than government l\"Quld be put to . 
. 7?5. Do you me?n to state, that the ~etails of the location of those emigrants 
In Ca~ada, and thel~' necessary expenses III that country, would be better managed 
by a (',lasgow commIttee than ~hey I:ould be by a general Emigration Committee, 
~uppos!Og such were to be appomted r-I have no hesitation in saying that I believe 
It. would be ch~aper don~ by local committees, who are already well acquainted 
With all tbe det~Iis; there IS as much known about Canada by those local committees 
at Glasgol\', as IS known by the "overnment. 

7iLi. What practic.al cours~ I~ould you propose?-The practical course 1 would 
propose. woul.d be Simply thiS, to get some respectable gentlemen in Glasgow 
voluntarily, \\,It~out any expense, to give their assistance; there are many respect. 
abl.e gentielI!en In Glasgow and its neighbourhood, who would give the most cordial 
assls~ance without ~ny expens.e; they would themselves look after it; they would 
get tile mtended emIgrants their food, and whatever was necessary for their passage; 

and 
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and they would hire vessels near Glasgow at a much cheaper rate, and in a manner 
much more agreeable to the emigrants, than the emigrants would consider the 
government could do. 

777. What should be done after they land ?-After they land, all further assistance 
~hould be left to the government. 

778. Admitting that their removal from Glasgow were to be effected uneler the 
mana<rement of local committees, up to the period of their landing in Canada, you 
are u~derstood distinctly to state, that with respect to the remaining expense, the 
emiC1rants would be prepared to trust to the mode of assistance sanctioned by this 
COl~mittee, or sanctioned by Parliament, that Leing the IOlVest that was deemed to 
be compatible with their welfare ?-Most cheerfully. 

7N. In the event of a subscription being made in aid of the emigration of those 
persolls, do you suppose the persons subscribing would not endeavour to remove 
the class that they thought was the 1Il0st useless, out of their neighbourhood ?-
Of course. 

780. You said, that you conceived the power-loom was a source of benefit to the 
country at large, although it contributed to cause distress in certain local districts; 
do you suppose that those local districts would consider that it rather devolved upon 
the country at large, than upon those local districts, to aid the emigration of those 
persons ?-I knolV that is the general opinioll in the west of Scotland; the general 
opinion is, that if those persons were removed, they ought not to be removed by any 
further burthen upon the already too-charitable gentlemen of the district, but that 
they should be removed at the expense of the nation at large. 

781. Do you suppose that such persons, so subscribing to assist the emigration, 
would require, or would expect to have some means provided of preventing an undue 
accumulation of population, not natives of the country ?-I have no hesitation in 
saying, that as improvement takes place in the condition of labouring men, popula
tion will have a check, upon the principles I have already stated, both in Ireland 
and Scotland. 

782. Is there not a great apprehension, if you were to remove that part of the 
Scotch population who petition for emigration, that their places would be liable 
instantly to be filled up by Irish, if some steps were not taken to guard against that? 
-Certainly, such is the general apprehension; but I do not believe it would be the 
facI, that is to say, instantly. 

71)8. You stated, that at a place which you know, the whole of the weavers 
would be turned out of their houses by the proprietors, on a certain day; you stated 
also, that there was no parish fund, out of which the able-bodied persons could be 
supplied; what would be the consequences to those persons, could they emiaratc to 
other parts of Scotland ?·-There is no possible mode of relief to which those persons 
could resort; they could go to no trade in Scotland, for every trade is filled up; and 
likewise, I understand, every trade in Enf!,land; the weaver is in that peculiar can. 
clition, that he can turn his labour to nothing, except the very lowest offices; they 
may get a little out-door work; I have seen their hands lacerated exceedingly, by 
earning sixpence a day at breaking stones. 

784. Do you think there is a redundance of population of native Scotch, or do 
you think it is owing to the influx of Irish ?-I do not think there would be a redun
dant population in any part of Great Britain. were taxation abatecl, and restrictions 
auolished; not even with all the Irish that come into Scotland. 

785. Do you think, if the Irish population were removed from Lanarkshire and 
Renfrewshire, that there then would not be sufficient employment for the weavers, 
by allowing them to take the country labour, instead of that Irish population?
I believe that country labour is too much supplied at present, and cannot say 
whether there would or would not be sufficient. 

786. If the Irish were removed, would that destroy the proportion ?-I believe 
if the whole of the Irish were removed, it would certainly destroy the proportion' 
but I think it would be much more desirable that the Scotch should be removed' 
ina.smuch as many of Ulem have friends in Canada. ' 
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Ko. 1. 

ESTIMATE, showing the Quantity, Price, and different kinds of Articles consumed, or Expense 
incurred by employed as a Weaver, and considered as 

a second·rate workman, when his average wages, during the year 1815, were £.42. 5s. per 
annum; the lowest rate of wages during the year being 12 s. per week, and the highest rate 
18,. per week; hours of working, from 14 to 16 hours per day. 

The number of persons in the family were,-

1 Man, whose average wages per annum were 

1 'V oman, who during the year contributed by her labour to the I 
annual income -J 

3 Children, none of whom were able to contribute any thing towards I 
the annual income - - - - - - - - -J 

TOTAL .sum .ofwages annually received by a Weaver} £ 
and hIs WIfe - _ _ _ _ _ _ . 

By 5 ells per day weaving, a 1200i Lawn Bord, a' 6i d. per ell,} 
after deducting odd days, bcing annually - _ _ _ _ _ 

Wife employed at winding yarn, a' 3rl. per spindle, earning 2/3 perl 
week, or annually - - - • • - • • -J 

£. 

ANNUAL EPPENDITUm:. 

£. s. d. 

42 5 

5 17 

-----

£. s. d. 

42 5 

5 17 

ARTICLES produced at Home, and consumed in household use: 

Qmmtity. 

52 quartern loaves 
I o~ pecks, u' 81b'1 

per peck • 
78 pecks, a' 40 Ib.l 

per peck -I 
a' I d. per week -
52 lb. at 2~ oz. 
416 quarts, a' 1 tl"} 

per quart • 
1 gallon 
1561b. 
52 lb. 
8f gallons 
5 Carts, a' 12 cwt. 
3glb. a' 8d. 
8f lb. 

52 lb. 

. ',~ lb. 
~ <7allon 
Silb. 
~ oz. -

5t lb. 

Wheat Bread . 
Oatmeal 

Potatoes 

Vegetables of any kind, except Potatoes 
Butter • • • _ _ _ 

;\Iilk 

British Spirits -
Butcher Meat . 
Salt 
Oil for light (foreign) 
Coals 
Sonp 
Soda 
Starch 
Barley, for broth 

TOTAL Household Expenses more generally} 
connected with Home productions. _ 

Sugar 
Rum 
Coffee 
Indigo 

Colonial Productions: 

TOTAL Culonial Productions • £. 

Foreign Productions: 

Tea 

TOTAL Household Expenses 

£. s. d • 

1 19 

- 9 -
- 13 

2 2 

332 

1 19 -

£. I. d. 

2 12 

6 18 8 

3 11 6 

2 12 
3 9 4 

14 8 
12 

4 11 

8 8 
1 6 
2 

8 
4 4-
4 4 

13 

£. 32 5 6 

332 

£. 37 7 8 
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£. 8. d. 
Household Expenses brought forward . 37 7 8 

Expense of Clothing: £. s. d. 

Woollen· 2 - 7 
Cotton (foreign) 2 5 6 
Leather 5 -
Hats and Haberdashery, not included} 8 -

in the foregoing charges • • 

TOTAL Expense of Clothing. £. 6 19 
------- 6 19 

Miscellaneous Expenses: 

Tear and wear of furniture - 7 -
Rent of House 5 10 -
Direct taxes - 4 6 
Water rent - 5 -
Church Seats, rent . - 5 -
Education for Children - 10 -
Charge" for Medical attendance - 15 -

TOT AL Miscellaneous Expenses· £. 7 16 6 
------- " 16 6 I 

--------
TOTAL EXPENDITURE 52 3 3 

TOTAL INCOME 48 2 

Difference £. 4 3 

From the above Statement it appears that in 18 I 5 expended 
£.4. 1 s. 3d. more than his income. This he was enabled to do from having something 
in hand, and also allowing himself to run a little in arrears. 

INCOME and EXPENDITURE of said Family in 1826: 

One Man weaving a 12foO Lawn Bord, a' 11 d. per ell, 5.! ells. per d. ay Of.} 
16 hours length, being annually • 

A Wife winding yarn at a reduction, earning annually 

Three Children to support, who earn nothing • 

TOTAL yearly Income 

Expended for Oatmeal, Potatoes, Salt, and other Food 

Lowest expense for wear and tear of weaving materials, and} 
other charges connected with working, 0' 1/3 weekly • 

£. s. d. 
12 10 -

35-
------1 

Leaving for House-rent, Clothing, direct Taxes, Sickness, Births,} £ 
Burials, Religious and Moral Instruction, &c. &c. &e.· • • . 

£. s. d. 

15 15 

3 15 10 

19 10 10 

15 15 

3 15 10 

N. B.-It is impossible to detail the expenditure of 1826, Provisions being procured 
by trifles, and many mean shifts had recourse to, to perpetuate existence. 

A VERAGE PRICE of the following Articles during- the Years 

r 
ARTICLES. 

Oatmeal, per peck of 8 lb. 
Barley, per lb. • • 
Potatoes, per peck of 41b. 
Beef, per lb. of 22f oz. 
Wheat Bread, per quartern loaf 
Butter, per lb. of 2~ oz. • 
Sal t, per lb. 
Soap, per lb. 
Coals, per cart of 12 cwt. 
Sugar, per lb. • • 
Tea, per oz. • • 
British Spirits, per gallon 
Coffee, per lb. 

550. 

181 5 : 

£. s. 
1 

-

-
8 

12 

2 

N3 

1326 : 

d. £. s. 
6 1 

3 
1\ -
7 

1\ 

4 
2 !. • 10 

6 

9 
5 

6 
6 2 

""'\ 

d. 
9 
3 

11 
8 

10 
5 

I 
-4 

9 

9 
4! 
8 
6 

Mr. 
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!\Ir. Statement, No.2. 
IV. S. No,lhhouse. THE following is a List of the WORK of 20 WEA YEnS, taken as they were inserted in the 
'-----...~ Books of a certain Warehou~e. 

I I\larcb, 
IS2j. 

Description of work, Light !\Iuslins, from a 12·· to a 14f'· Reed. 

N° 
ofth. Web. .Frotu To 

N° 
of Days. 

Amount 

of Earning. 
REMARKS. 

------------------- ---·--1-------1-------
9.11 
9~~ 
9~fj 

922 
9 19 
915 
9 13 
911 
90 9 
g08 
g0 7 
g0 5 
g03 
902 

gOI 
goo 
8g8 
89<1-
893 
891 

October - 19 
18 
17 
14 
12 
11 
10 
7 
6 
6 
6 
6 
... 
3 
3 
3 
3 

September 30 
30 

30 

November 15 
15 
15 
11 

11 
4 

11 

11 

10 
October - 28 
November 11 

4 
16 
8 

10 
11 

7 
7 

11 

£. s. d. 
II 4 
4 ... 

17 8 
4 ... 
7 5 
~ 4 

I.> II 

10 5 
- 13 

... ... 
- 17 3 

16 7 
10 5 

3 5 
- 18 1 

15 2 
10 5 
13 6 
4 4 
7 5 

1----------

Statement, NO.3. 
Weaver in Anderston, after being t.wo weeks out of employment, had the good 

fortune to procure for work a Double Damask Shawl from 011 the ~lst October and 
finished it on the 18th November, 1826, being ... weeks. ' 

60 Ells, a' 5d. per ell, amounts to 

.. d. 
Deduct for Drawboy's wages, 2/ per week 

Loom rent, Dressing, &c._ 1/5 _ do _ I 
£. 

~I-I 
8 

6 

Leaving him for four weeks subsistence £. 

Statement, No. 4-

£. s. d. 
5 

- 14-
-----

- 11 

Three Cases-of First, Second and Third-rate Workmen; employed at the best of light 
Fancy Work_-Taken from the Warehouse Bookli. 

From 4 May to 10 November 1826, 
Being ~7 weeks-average 6/ weekly 

, from ~o July to 15 Novemher 1826, 
Being 17 weeks-average 4/7 weekly 

From 3 May to 15 November 1826, 
Being 28 weeks-average 3/3 _ 

1 
£. 

-{ 
£. 

J 
l 

£. 

t. I. d_ 

- 6 -
1 17 I 
1 16 9 
2 1 8 
2 1 3 --------
8 \I 4 

- H -1 17 I 
1 8 9 --------
3 17 10 

1 12 6 
1 4 9 
1 13 -
4 10 3 
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Statement, NO.5. 

Weaver, residing in Sampson's Land, Cheapside-street Anderston, weaVES a 
10"" 5/4 Jaconet a' ltd. per ell. Finishes a web of 162f ells long in "" weeks and 3 days. 

£. s. d. 
162f Ells, a' ltd. per ell, amounts to - 2 I -. 

£. s. d. 
Deduct for loom rent, dressing, &c. - 5 7f 

Beaming, 4t d. Twisting, 6d. - ! 10 i i 

Oil for light, G d. per week 2 3 
8 <) 

To support himself, a Wife and two Children £. 13 3t 

As neither wife nor children earn any thing, the whole family must he supported on 2/11 per 
week, for which sum they can procure-

One peck of inferior Meal 

One peck of Potatoes -

Coals, 4f d. Salt, f d. 

£. 

£. s. d. 
8 

- 10 

5 

2 11 

works every lawful day from 7 o'clock in the morning till 10 o'clock at night, 
subsisting upon half a pound of meal and one pound of potatoes. 

The above statement can be attested by a number of respectable householders in the 
neighbourhood. 

~----------- -~----- -

Statement, No.6. 

COpy of a LETTER from a respectable Agent in the Country, to his Manufacturer. 

" Sir, 
" AGREEABLE to your request by my friend on Friday, I have taken a view of the 'Vages of 

12 ordinary Weavers during 3 month~, commencing loth August and ending 10th November 
1826; and to make the Statement as correct as possible, from the various descriptions of work 
done here (though all are allowed to be nearly alike paid) yet there is a difference in those with 
mounting, or in other words, fancy lappets, with those lappets that are only plain. I have taken 
part of each description, and done by 6 married, and 6 unmarried persons, and find the Weekly 
A,'erage to be only 5 s. 6d. 

" As I was not satisfied with the above, 1 took other 12 Hands, 6 of which at plain lappets, 
and 6 who have veins, tweels, &c. and found the Average to be, weekly, only 4s. gd.; and there 
were none of the above Apprentices. 

(signed) Agent." 

Statement, NO.7. 

in the employ of weaves an 11 no heavy Check, is afirst.rate 
wo:kman, and generally toils 16 hours per day; has lfd. per ell, each web IG8 ells long; can 
finish 16 webs in the year. The produce for winding to each web is 4S. 8 d.-Has a Wife amI 
3 Children. 

550, 

Yearly Income 

Rent -
Loom expenses, at 1/6 weekly 
Police dues - - _ 
Road money 
Water money 

£. 

£. 3 8 -
3 18 -

- 4- 6 
- ~ -
- 5 -

Leaving for Subsistence and Clothing - £. 

N4 

19 8 

7 17 6 

11 10 6 

"Ir. 
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Statement, No.8. 

INCOME and EXPENDITURE of a Family, the Man employed as an Assistant Tenter: Year 1826. 

1~------~---------------------,---------j~~------------I-N-C--O-~-l-E.------------~-------, 

Quantity. EXPENDITURE. --- £. s. d. 

£. s. d. 
78 pecks, a' 1/8 
78 do _ _ 

Meal - - _ _ _ 6 10 - residing in Gallowgate, isl 
employed as an aS5istant tenter in a power
loom factory; is considered a first rate 
workman in that branch, and receives 10S'J 
per week as stated wages, and did so during 
the year 1826 - Total yearly Income -

365 quarts -
5'2 quart ems .. 

~6Ibs. a' 8d. 

Potatoes, a' 1/ per peck - - 3 18 -
Milk, a' 3 J. per quart - - 4- 11 -
Wheat Bread, a' gf d. per q" - 2 1 2 

Soap - - - - - - 17 4-

26 - _ 

84 cwt •• ' 5/6} 
per cart... .. 

4- pints, a' 1/6 -

Jaku Tait 
and 

James Wilsun. 
~ 

I March, 
1227. 

Starch, 1 d. per week - - - 4- 4 
Other washing charges _ - - 12 -

~~als ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I~: ~ 
TOTAL EXPENDITURE} 

for Provisions _ _ 23 4- 10 

House-rent and City taxes -
Interest on furniture valued at} 

20/. at 5 per cent per ann. -
Deduction on wages for inability 
Medicines and medical attend-I 

-J ance - -
Shoes for the family 

TOTAL - - £. 

4- 10 -

1 - -

1 - -

1 15 -

13-

3'" 12 10 

His wife, who contributed by her labour 1/6, 
k I J 3 18 -per wee', or year y - - - - 1 ____ _ 

INCOME per annum - £. 

EXPENDITURE -

Difference in arrear 

£. 

£. 

29 18 -

32 H 10 

2 14 10 

John Tail and James IVilson, callen in; and Examined. 

787. (To Tait.)-WHAT is your employment?-I am a weaver. 
iS8. The Committee understand, that if funds were to be advanced from any 

quarter for the purpose of your emigration, after the expirati~n of a certain period 
of years you would have no objection to bind yourself to pay Interest for the money 
so originally advanced :-None at all, that is what we wish; we wish it as a loan, 
not as a gratuity. 

789. Of course you 1I'0uld be desirous that every expense that could possibly be 
avoided should he avoided in your location in Canada ?-Certainly, because the 
less expense that is laid out in taking us out, the less there will be to repay, as we 
look upon it as certain that we must repay it. 

7go. But at the same time, although you very naturally wish that the expense 
should be reduced to the lowest possible degree, you do not mean to object to such 
expense as is necessary to enable you to prosper, by giving you assistance in the 
earlier period of your emigration ?-Certainly; what is useful to us in agricultural 
implements and suhsistence is absolutely necessary for our well-being, because unless 
we have a good foundation we cannot expect to have success. 

79 1• Supposing you are taken out at the least expense possible, that you are pro
visioned during' your passage there at the least expense compatible with your healtiJ, 
that you are taken to your location at the least expense, that you have implements 
found for you at as cheap a rate as is consistent with the goodness of them, that you 
are ratiOl?ed at as 101\" a rate as is compatible with your health, and that in general 
you recelV~ only that degree of assistance which is necessary to give you a chance 
of prospering there; do you feci any objection to pledge yourself, at a future period 
to repay, or in ~th~r words, to pay interest upon the money so advanced to you ?_ 
\Ve have no o~lectJOn to those terms; and indeed the persons that we represent are 
waiting anxiously for something of the kind, and would be happy to hear that on 
these conditions they would get some relief. 

79 2. Supposing you had the choice given to you, either to be assisted in forming 
your settleme.nt at as Iowa rate of expense as can possibly be incurred, upon the 
terms of makl:l~ repayment for the money advanced; or to have no assistance, and 
to be left to shift for yourselve~ alier your landin~ in Canada, without being called 
upon to make any return; wluch would you prefer?-We would like the first con-

dition 
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dition better, that is, of advancing the means as a loan, and that we would re
pay it. 

793. Have you any means of ascertaining to what extent you would be able to 
make a repayment ?-According to the correspondence we have with those that 
have gone before, and the personal knowledge of some that have recently come home 
tQ take away their families in the spring, we have every reason to hope that we will 
be most successful; indeed 1IIost of those that have gone out before were weavers, 
and they state in their letters, that now they are almost independent; I would name 
one person, who was not accustomed to out-doors labour, of the name of Carswell, 
he went out to the tO\\ nship of Ramsey in the year 18..! 1, he has been there since; 
he said he had eight dollars when he left Greenock to go out on )Iis passage; he was 
fifteen-pence in debt when he was established upon his land; wilh the Government 
assistance, and with his own perseverance, he has accumulated a good stock on his 
ground. 

794. What is his stock worth ?-I never heard it estimated, but he said he had 
as much subsistence as would serve him for two years; and he sold as much as 
carried him home, and to take out his family in the spring; IIC was single-handed; 
he had eighteen acres cleared; and he said that had he had a family and been obliged 
to apply himself more, he would have succeeded far beyond that. 

795. How long has he been out r-About six years. 
796. If you were not called upon to pay one farthing of interest upon the money 

applied to your emigration, for seven years, you would feel no doubt of your being 
perfectly enabled to do it after that time :-None at all. 

797. When you say that you have no doubt that you should be perfectly able to 
repay the money advanced, have you any idea of the amount you should be required 
to make the repayment aU-We have always roundly stated the expense to be at 
twenty pounds a head, but this was taken from calculations of the former settlers; 
from the circumstances of the times, we consider that it may be still less. 

798. Supposing it were found that a man and a woman and three children could 
not be located with advantage, having all that assistance which you express a wish 
to have an opportunity of receiving, and of ultimately repaying at a less sum than 
100l. would you feel any objection to bind yourselves at the end of seven years, not 
paying any thing during that period, to pay .s t. per cent on that money, as a return 
for the money advanced to you in money or in money's worth ?-No objection; the 
only difficulty we see ill repaying in mOlley, is the want of a ready market, but if 
Government would take it in grain, it would be very beneficial to us. 

799. Supposing that money should not be forthcoming at that time, would you 
have any objection to bind yourself to repay in grain or produce st. per cent upon 
the money so advanced for you ;-:\ one at all; we would be happy on such condition 
to obtain it. 

800. Do you think, from the information you have received, that you \\'oold be 
exposed to any thing like inconvenience after the termination of seven years, in paying 
in grain or in money that amount ~-No; as I said before, froll! our correspondence 
with those who have gone out, we feel certain that, with proper industry, we would 
be able to repay it without any difficulty at all; and indeed we consider that in less 
than twenty years we would be able to redeem the principal. 

801. Have you made any inquiries with regard to the demand for labour in the 
,United States ?-I know some that have gone out to the United States lately, and 
they went as tradesmen, to work at their trade; in some places the demand is pretty 
good, in others it is not so; but the \I ages of a '\'eaver there are below a common 
labourer's, and in that case we consider that, wilh the tide of emigration directed to 
the United States, we would be obliged to \\'ork at our trade, and carry the evil along 
with us of a multiplication of hands in that trade. 

802. Supposing you had your choice, either to incur the debt of 201. a head to 
be located in Canada, or to have assistance given you to the extent of st. a head, 
merely to emigrate ancl to make the best of your way wherever there was a demand 
for labour throughout the United States, which would you prefer ?-- I would prefer 
the Government debt of 20 t. to repay it; there are a number that are so tired ~ut 
,with commercial lite indeed most of the l'l1lirrrants are so tired out with commercial 
life, that they would' not, I believe, accept th~ giit of 51. to go to the United States 
to follow their own occupation, but in general thcy would accept the Government 
grant, because they would consider that under Government they would be more 
successful and sure than by taking their chance. 
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803. Are the weavers aware of the nature of the labour of a new .settler?
They are perfectly aware of the great hardships they mllst encounter In the first 
two or three years. . 

804. Do you think they will make good fellers of heavy wood, and that they wIll 
be able to stump up roots and clear land ?-A good many of them have been 
accustomed to out-door labour; and during last summer a good nu~ber were em
ployed in breaking stones, a species of labour harder than that of felling trees, and 
if they can exert themselves in one way they will do it in another. 

80 5. From your general kno·.vledge of the feelings of the per~ons wishing. to 
emigrate, in Glasgow and its neighbourhood, on the whole, are you dIsposed to thmk 
they would rather incur a debt of 20/. a head, or take a smaller sum, and be left to 
shift for themselves throughout the continent of America ~-I could take upon 
myself to say, they woult! rather accept the 201. a head, than take the 51. 

806. You have stated, that several persons have gone from that part of the 
country to Canada already, as emigrants; what sum of money have they usually 
carried with them ;-1 could not answer that. 

SOi. You talked of some Government assistance being given to a person that was 
fifteen-pence in debt upon his arrival at his location; do you know what the nature 
and extent of that assistance was?-They paid their own passage from Greenock to 
Montreal; and there were three instalments given them by Government, of eight 
pounds a head. 

808. In the case of this man that was fifteen-pence in debt when he arrived upon 
his location, what was the sum that he received from Government?-He received 
eight pounds besides, but when he was located upon his land he was fifteen-pence 
in deLt; but he had one or two instalments from Government after that, which 
enabled him to live. 

80g. What was the sum total of the assistance he received from Government?-
Eight pounds, and implements. 

810. And any stock? -No. 
81 1. No pig or cow ?-Nothing whatever of that kind. 
81:.1. No food ?-He had five pounds in money after he was located upon his 

land, to purchase food for the first year. 
813. Suppose a manufacturer was going to Canada, he would sell off his furni

ture and his loom, and what he had in his house; how much do you suppose he 
could raise in that way?-There was a sale of weavers' implements and household 
furniture, aboyt two or three weeks ago, in the village of Govan; I think the seques
tration cost about two or three pounds, and the money produced by the selling of 
th.e a.rticle~ was 12s. A loom, which every weaver must have, and materials along 
WIth It, whIch would cost st. about three or four years ago, sells now, if put up to 
~ale, sometimes as low as 9 d. and sometimes at 3 s.; but they cannot get above lOS. 

III any case. 
814. What would he get for the other articles of furniture in his hOllse ~-There 

is not one among fifty that can say the furniture there is their own. 

Sabbati, 3° die Martii, ] 827. 

Ale,t'Gnder Carlisle Buchanan, Esq. called in; and Examined. 
815. YOU are generally acquainted ,,·ith the circumstances of the trade in the 

carrying of passengers between this country and the United States as well as between 
this c?untry and Canada?-From Ireland I am perfectly. ' 

SIll. Have you made any comparison between the expense that will be occasioned 
by the restraints proposed in this Act, which has been laid before the Committee as 
a substitutioll for a former Act, and the expense occasioned by the Act of the year 
1825 P-I have. 

81 7. What would be the difference of expense between the two Acts? -About 
12 s. 6 d. for each passenger. 

818. What do you consider would be the expense at present ?-It is now perhaps 
40 s. for an adult, or 3l. 

81g. From what po~t to. what port ?-From Londonderry and Belfast, which are 
the great ports of emlgratlon to our colonies; to the United States it is about 
51. or 61. 

820. W~lat would be the ex~ense of the poorest class of passengers from Belfast 
to Quebec :-About 50S., findlll!!; their own provisions. 

8'.21. By 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM: 1827. 107 

821. By this Act, a certain quantity of provisions is necessary?-They are; but 
the representations were so numerous from the poor people, that the provisions 
prescribed by the ~ct were so expensiv.e,. that. the ?ffi~er~ of His Majesty's Customs 
saw that it would In effect almost prohIbIt emIgratIOn If It were enforced, and they 
took upon themselves, I believe, to wave that part of the Act. 

822. Do you consider that in point of fact, with respect to emigrants going fi'om 
Ireland generally, the pruvisions of that Act have virtually been waved ?-Not 
generally; the restriction as to numbers, and a proper su pply of water, surgeon, 
&c. was particularly attended to by the officers of Customs, and although they 
waved that clause respecting a certain description of provisions, they generally made 
inquiry into the supply the passengers had. 

823. Have you an opportunity of knowing that to be the case with respect to the 
south of Ireland as well as the north ?-I have not. 

824. Is it your impression that it has been so in the south ?-I should think it 
has been. I dare say I have accompanied 6,000 emigrants to America myself, 
within the last ten years. 

825. In those cases, the provisions of that Act Il'ere not enforced ?-Not to any 
great extent; it has been the custom, for the last six or seven years, for the passengers 
to find their own provisions; formerly the ships found them. 

826. Then in point of fact, the passengers themselves took that quantity of 
provisions which they thought necessary?-They did. 

827. Do you imagine that the amount of provisions proposed to be required by 
this new Act, is greater than what is taken by the poorest of the emigrants who pro
vide for themselves ?-I do not think it is near so much. 

828. The question applies to the quality as well as the quantity ?-I understand 
it so. 

829. Do the emigrants take pork or meat, for instance ?--Very seldom; they take 
a little bacon. 

830. Have the provisions which the Act prescribed with respect to tonnage, been 
actually observed?-They have. 

831. The Custom-house officers have uniformly taken care, although they have 
relaxed with respect to provisions, to have the proportions of passengers to tonnage 
preserved ?-They examine the list of pussengers going uut, to see that it corresponds 
with the licence; the licence is granted in proportion to the registered tonnage. 

832. Is it the custom after the Customhouse-officer has examined the list, that 
passengers are taken off the coast ~- I do not think it is; I have beard of trifting 
instances of the kind; the price paid for passage to our 01\ n colonies is so triftincr, 
that a captain of a ship would hardly take the trouble. ,., 

833. Did you ever know it to bappen in any vessel which you yourself were on 
board ?--Never; 1 have repeatedly seen some relanded that have hid away on 
board; on the captain examining on leaving port, if he found he had a.ny above his 
number, he would hove to, and put them on shore. 

834. What practical inconvenience du you anticipate from allowing passengers to 
take with them such provisions as they may think fit, without any legislative enact
ment on the subject ?-I think that tbe description of emigrants from Ireland 
particularly are very ignorant, and they have latterly got such an idea of the quick 
dispatch to America, that they would take a very short supply; they hear of packets 
coming over from New York to Liverpool in twenty or twenty-five days, and many 
of them come into Derry, calculating upon a twenty days passage, and without 
a quantity of oatmeal and other necessaries in proportion, and they are obliged to 
provide themselves with a larger quantity before they go on board. ' 

83.S. Have you ever known any inconvenience actually to arise in consequence of 
a deficiency of provisions r-l have not known any myself, but formerly I have 
understood there were very great privations suftered, and a great many lives lost, 
before the Passengers Act passed. 

836. Is that an opinion which you have heard from so many quarters as to leave 
no doubt in your mind of it being the fact r-I am perfectly satisfied of it. 

837· Have you not stated that these legislative regulations have, in point of fact, 
not been adhered to?-They have not, as regards provisions. 

838. But although they were not adhered to, they were not so entirely evaded 
as not to leave them in considerable operation? Decidedly not. 

839· Supposing a passenger, under the expectation of a quick passage, had brought 
only half the food which this new Act contemplates, what would have taken place 
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in that instance; is any inquiry made by the captain .of the passenger, as to the 
quantity of provision he has ?-·Always. . 

840 . If the quantity of provisions he had brought ~a~ l1;mmfestl!' uo~er what ~as 
necessary for an average voyage, would not the captam mSlst on hIS takIng more :-
Decidedly, he would not receive him without. . 

841. With respect to the tonnage, will you state to .t~e Comm~ttee the reason 
why you are of opinion that there is a nec~ss.it.y for requlrlug.the hel~ht of five feet 
six inches between the decks, and for prohlbItmg all s.tores fr?m bemg placed be
tween the decks ?-I consider it indispensable in a sillp carry 109 at the rate of one 
passenger to every two tons, to reserve ~he entir~ space between decks for their a~
commodation and the deck of the ship not bemg at least five feet and a half, It 
would not be' proper to have it double birthed; and a ship carrying at the rate of 
one passenger to every two tons, will require to be double birthed, and to have six 
persons in each birth. 

842 . Are the double-decked merchant vessels usually of that height between the 
decks :-Generally more; there are ~'ery few that are not. 

843. Then have you any reason to anticipate that ships would be built for the 
express purpose of carrying out emigrants, which would be of a less height between 
decks than the ordinary merchant vessels, or that the vessels that would be used for 
that purpose would probably be old merchant vessels ?-N ot at all; there are very 
few ships that trade to America that are not five feet and a half high between decks, 
and over. 

844. Then do you conceive that there is any necessity for any regulation en-
forcing that which actually exists without any regulation ,-The reason of that clause 
is, that ships carrying one to every five tons would be saved the necessity of any 
delay in making an application for a licence; they could take their one to five tons, 
and proceed on their voyage in the ordinary way; whereas if they take in a greater 
number than that, some restriction should be imposed. 

845. Do you imagine that there will be any practical inconvenience in these 
regulations being enforced, either at the Custom-bouse at the port from which they 
go in Enf!;laml, or at the Custom-house at the port at which they land in the 
colony ?-None whatever. 

846. Do you consider that any expense would be incurred in consequence of 
those regulations, which would of necessity add to the expense of the passage?
None whatever. 

847. Then you are of opinion, that if those regulations were considered to be ne
~essary, ~here wo~ld be n? objection agains~ them upon the ground of any real 
IOconvemence beIng sustamed by the trade 10 consequence of them ?-N one what
ever; I am satisfied they would be approved of, both by the emigrants and the ship
owners. 

848. Do you entertain the opinion, that the parties going out would rather be 
protected by legislation lO the extent proposed, than to have no legislation UpOIl the 
subject ?--I am perfectly satisfied they would. 

84g.-Are the Committee to understand that they object very much to those 
extreme regulations, which make the expense of the passage beyond their means (-
They have a great objection to being obliged to have a particular description of 
provisions, but that has been latterly dispensed with. 

850. Then, in point of fact, has emigration from Ireland been prevented in con
sequence of that part of the Act which relates to provisions ?-I do I:Ot think 
it has . 

. ~51. As you ha~e stated that the restrictions of this Act \Iith respect to pro
VISions have been Virtually superseded ill practice, it is presumed that emigration 
from Ireland cannot have been prevented by the operation of this Act?-To a very 
sma~l ext~nt; perhaps to the ?mount of 100 a year or 200 a year more at the 
ontslde might have gone; the dIfference can only be about 10 or 12 shillings in the 
expense. I have heard a great many statements made about the Passcnacrs Act· 
as to the :-\~~ increasin~ the. expense of ~assage to ~he United States. and a~ountin~ 
to a prohIbItIOn. o~ ~mlgratlOn, I a~ satisfied that If the Act were repealed the price 
wo~ld not be dImInIshed one fa~~hmg, as the AllIerican law imposes a greater limi
tatIon as to nu~ber t~an the BrItish and other local regulations • 

.. 852 .. SUppOSIll~ thiS ~~t were n~t to b~ passed, requiring the emigrant to take 
\\ Ith h~m a certal~ specltied quantIty of tood for i 5 days, do you imagine that 
the emIgrant c?uld 10 prudence take a less quantity?-I do not think he could, for 
J have known Instances of ver)" fast sailing ships fron' Liverpool beina -" 80 o.r go '- ... 0/.)' 

. days 
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days going out to New York, and frequent instances occur of shi ps being 60, 70 and 
80 days going to Quebec. 

853. You say, that you think the emigrants would not take a less quantity of pro
visions than that which is prescribed by the Act? -I do not think they would; they 
generally consult the captain; they tell the captain of the ship what quantity they 
have got, and if he thinks they have not got enough, they put on board more. 

854. That Act provides for a certain quantity of bread, meal and flour; is that 
the species of !lrovision upon which the lower classes in Ireland live, either entirely 
or in a great measure?-It is generally their chief support. 

855. You are not much acquainted with the south of Ireland ?-Not particularly; 
I consider that oatmeal and potatoes form the principal food of the Irish peasantry 
generally; I include potatoes when in proper season, say in the spring of the year, 
very necessary, but in case of bad weather or other casualty, oatmeal, flour or biscuit 
can only be depended on. 

856. You are not a",are that in the south of Ireland the peasantry never taste 
bread from one year's end to another ;-1 am not aware that they never taste bread, 
they chiefly live on potatoes; but this Act merely says, that there shall be that quantity 
of that or any other \\'holesome food equivalent thereto; 1 only submit that there 
should be a certain quantity of something on board, enough to keep them in life for 
75 days. 

857. If there were no restriction whatever by law as to the food to be taken by 
the passengers, do not you think that the captain of every ship carrying out passen
p,ers would for his own sake take care that no person should be taken on board who 
had not a proper quantity of provisions?-I think he would, or ought to do. 

858. Have not you stated that that is the habit?-They generally inquire what 
quantity of provisions the passengers have brought; the ship is under a very heavy 
respon,ibiiity; 1 have known instances where the ship has taken on board a quantity 
of meal to guard against the possibiiity of the passengers falling short; 1 have done 
so myself, I have taken in a few tons of oatmeal. at the expense of the ship, to pre
vent any accident. 

859. In case of a passenger falling short of provisions, would not the captain have 
to supply that deficiency?-Perhaps the captain might not have any to spare. 

860. Does the captain generally go te; ~ea so short of provisions?- A ship going 
to sea in the North American trade, if she victuals at home, may take in three or four 
month~ provisions, but what would a redundancy of a barrel of biscuit or a barrel of 
meal be among 300 emigrants. 

861. What is the general burtben of those ships that carry 300 persons ?-From 
300 to 400 tons. 

862. How many emigrants, according to the regulations of this Act, would be 
shipped on board a vessel of 350 tons?- I have put on paper a few observations 
with respect to the points of difference between the proposed Act and the former 
Act, which I will read to the Committee. In the first place, the proposed Act per
mits the ship to carry her full number, say one to two tons register, cbildrEn in 
proportion, exclusive of the crew; the former Act included the crew. Secondly, 
it dispenses with carrying a doctor; the former Act imposed that necessity. Thirdly, 
it permits the ship carrying cargo, reserving a sufficiency of space, with the whole 
of the between-decks, for passengers, provisions, water, &c.; the former Act pro
hibited carrying cargo, or it was so construed by the Irish Board of Customs. 
Fourthly, it relieves the shipowner and captain from obnoxious and frivolous clauses 
and expenses that never perhaps would be resorted to, but operated in the calculation 
of a conscientious shipowner, not to permit his ship to embark in such trade. 
Fifthly, it permits the passenger or emigrant to lay in his own provisions, or to 
make any contract they think fit with the captain for that purpose, the captain being 
responsible that a sufficiency of wholesome food for 75 days of some kind is on 
board for each adult passenger; the former Act obliged the ship to have on board 
a particular description of provisions, nut suited to the habits of emigrants, and of 
inc~eased expense. And the proposed amended Act gives every protection to the 
el1.lIgrant, at the same time removing many absurd difficulties to the ship, and per
.nllts as many passengers to be put on board as could possibly be justified with any 
due regard to their health and lives. I shall state in my humblt. opinion bow it 
operates in a pecuniary way: first, a ship 400 tons by the former Act could only 
carry, deducting crew, about 180 adults; now 200; difference 20, at 4°8. per bead, 
deducting expense of water, &c. 40/. : secondly, free from expense of doctor, at 
least 50 t.: thirdly, giving liberty to carry cargo, is at least worth equal to 251. : 
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fourthly, I consider that dispensing with the obligation that many ships are und~r, 
to put salt provisions on board to conform to old Act, although not used equal wIth 
other matters, to 251.; making a total of 140/., which on two hundred emigrants 
would be equal to 12 s. or 1-+ s. per adult; and supposing that ~ ship was taking in 
emigrants, and that plenty were offering, it would enaule the shIp to carry them for 
so much less than under the former Act, and form as much actual gain on the 
passage as charaincr so much hicrher, so that in fact the emigrant gets his passage for 
so much less, ~nl with0ut any "loss to the ship. A ship of four hundred tons has 
about seventy-five feet in length of space, ~nd twenty-six feet wi~e b~tween ?ecks ; 
so, to have her doubled uirthed, would gIve you about twenty-sIx bIrths aSIde, or 
fifty-two in all; and allowing six persons to each birth, would accommodate three 
hundred and twelve persons, which a ship of four hundred tons is permitted to 
carry; say tll'O hundred adults, with average. proportion of children, w?uld at least 
make (if not more) the numuer stated, and ,nth twenty of crew, would gIve on board 
altogether 332 persons in a space about 95 feet long, 25 to :l6 feet wide, and 5i 
or 6 feet high. 

863. If there were no responsibility imposed upon the captains of vessels, either 
with respect to provisions or with respect to tonnage, are you apprehensive that 
captains might. be found who would be willing to incur risks from which great evils 
might occur to the passengers ?-I am afraid many instances might occur, and unless 
some legislative regulation existed, I fear captains and shipbrokers would be found 
that would cram them into any extent, and great hardship would be likely to follow. 

864. Do you know of any serious consequences that did arise previous to the 
passing of the Passengers Act?- I know instances where passengers were carried· 
a thousand miles from the place they contracted for. 

865. You know of cases of great individual hardship and suffering ?-I do not 
know of any myself personally, but I have heard of several, particularly a brig from 
Dublin a year or two ago; but there are positive instances of a number of lives 
being lost in foreign vessels going from Germaay to Philadelphia, which was the 
cause of the American Act being passed. 

866. In the evidence taken by the Irish Committee in 1824, there is a lettel' 
printed, from you, quoting tbat case which you have just mentioned, of the brig 
William ill Dublin; do you know nothing more of it than what is stated there?
I have heard since that tbe captain was arrested in Quebec, and, I believe, pro
ceeded against by order of tbe Irisll Government; it was a very flagrant case. 

867. Was it a case of deficient provisions ~-l do not know particularly what the 
callses were. 

868. In wbat year did the Passengers Act pass, was it not 1823'-1 think 
it was. 

869. Are you aware that 10,300 voluntary emigrants in 1823 left Ireland for 
America ?-l do not know the exact number; I could tell, by referring to documents, 
the numher tbat left Londonderry, which is tbe great focus of emigration. 

870. Are you not aware tbat in 1824, tbat is, the year after the Passengers Act 
pass.ed, !he number. of 10,300 was reduced to 7,500 r-I am not aware particularly, 
I tblllk It very possible; we can always tell III the season before, in the north of 
Ireland, whethe~ we are likel:t to. have a large. emigration ; it depends upon the suc
cess that the emIgrants met With III the precedlllg year; they write home letters, and 
i~' the season has been favourable, if there has been any great demand for labour, 
lIke the Western Canal, that absorbs a great many of them, they send home flattering 
letters. and tbey send hon~e money to assist in bringing out their friends. 

871. If the fact be as It bas. heen stated, that in the year in which the Passengers 
Act pas~ed, th~ n~lmber ot emigrants was 10,300, and the year immediately after 
the passln~ of It, It was.re.duc;-d to 7.500; 1V0uid you not be disposed to ascribe 
some portIOn of that dmllnu~lOn to the passing of the Passengers Act?-I think 
there has been more stress laId upon the Passengers Act than is warranted by the 
fact. 

. 87 2. Do you not kno~ enough of the labouring classes in Ireland, to know that 
If a person who had emIgrated to Canada, one of Mr. Robinson's settlers for in
stance, were to write home and speak of his success without explanation it mi"ht 
~e the means of induci~g an emigrant to go lyithout' any capital, upon tb~ calcula
tIOn that he would receIve similar assistance?-Decidedly; it would operate very 
strongl y upon them. 

"'j 3· You have lately been in communication with Lord Dalhousie?-I have; 
I left QuelJec in N ovcllJbcr last. 

874. Lord 
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. 874. Lord Dalhousie addressed a letter to the Colonial Department, saying that 
you were apprized of hi~ views upon the sU.bj.ect of emigration gene.rally! have y?u. 
from your own observatIOn, formed any opmlOn, or have you receIved mformatlOn 
from Lord Dalhousie as to his opinion, of the consequence of emigrants landing in 
any part of the Canadas without the means of subsisting themselves, and dependent 
upon employment for their success, after such landing ?-I have had the honour of 
conversing a good deal on this subject ,. ith Lord Dalhousie, and 1 know it to be his 
lordship's opinion, and in which I decidedly concur, that if any great quantity of 
emigrants came out without having proper arrangements made for them previous to 
their landing, and means provided for their location, he should regret it excessively, 
and it would be the source of great distress to the III and inconvenience to the 
Government. 

875. Your own knowledge of it will enable you to speak to the fact of emigrants 
landin<T, and suffering great distress, from being without allY lIleans ?-I cannot refer 
to any~ particular case; those that I have known, were gtmerally of a superior 
description, from the north of Ireland, from Tyrone and Fermanagh; they were men 
uenerally possessing a little property, and in any thing but a distressed state. 
e ~76. Do you know sufficient of the situation of the United States, to know ,,·hat 
would be the consequence of a very unlimited body of emigrants without capital, 
being landed there ?-You could not land them there, the laws would prevent it. 

877 . You do not mean to say there are not every year landed in the ports of the 
U oited States, a great number of paupers, emigrants from Ireland and England ?
I should think, very few. I should think the great bulk of the emigrants that go 
to the United States, have friends in America; they generally have some money. 
I knew an instoance last year, that emigrants, perhaps to the extent of five hundred, 
went from Londonderry to Philadelphia and New York, and I should think out of 
those, near four hundred of them had their passage paid in America. 

878. Do you mean to apply the same observations to Quebec ?-No; I should 
think that there are many in Canada that would send for their friends from Ireland, if 
they had the means of remitting money to them; but a person living in the Talbot, 
or other distant townships, has no way of remitting five or seven pounds home. 

879. Do you think that the American Passengers Act has had any influence upon 
the class of emigrants that have gone there?-Decidedly; if there are two ships 
taking in emigrants at Derry, one taking in for Philadelphia, and the other for 
Canada, the one will have quite a different class of people frolll the other; in the 
American ship, they will be better provided and better clad. I have known owners 
of ships in New York pay as much as a thousand dollars for the support of pauper 
emigrants, previous to the American Acts. 

880. Is that the case in Philadelphia, and the parts of Cbesapeake?-The Pas
sengers Act extends to all the states, but particular states, for instance New York, 
have local impediments. I do not know that local impediment extends to the 
Chesapeake; but if they found in Baltimore that there \\ere a great number of 
pauper emigrants coming in, they Ilouid very soon pass a State Act to prevent it. 

881. In point of fact, can you state to the Committee that any law of that 
description exists in any State south of New York ?--I cannot tell decidedly. 

SH2. When you represent that difference to cxi"t between the class of emigrants 
who go to America, and the class that go to Quebec, do you mean to draw the 
inference, that an extension of the provisions of the American Passengers Act to 
Quebec 1V0uld produce a similar effect upon the class of emigrants who would go 
thitber ?-If we were to restrict the emigration to Quebec, the more expensive it 
would be to the free emigrant; of course, the more respectable would be the class of 
people that would go. 

883· It would have the effect, then, of keeping at home the poorest and most 
destitute class ?-I should think it would, decidedly. 

884. Of those pauper emigrants that so arrive in the Saint Lawrence from Ireland, 
?O you think any large proportion remain in the country?-There are more remain 
m .the ~ountry nolV than did formerly; I should think last year there might have 
arnved 1\1 Quebec about 9,000 emigrants, and a great portion of those that go to 
·Quebec .m.ake it a stepping-stone for going to the western parts of the Unit~d 
States i It IS the cheapert. route. All those going to the back parts of Pel1nsyl vama, 
borderIng upou Lake Ene, and to Ohio, take the route of Quebec and Montreal, 
from the great facility of transport. 

885. Are you not of opinion that if a great body of pauper emigrants were taken 
Jrofll Ireland to the Saint Lawrence, by tar the greater nUlllber would be induced, 
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by various circumstances to go to the United States and would not settle in the 
British Colonies ?-I do' not think there is so much of that feeling as there wa" 
nor in fact is there that inducement. 

886. Do not you think that a demand for labour on public works occurring in the 
United States, would attract a great numbed-It has att~acted a great number, 
but the great Western Canal is nearly finished, and there WIll be a great number of 
hands ready to go from that canal, to carry on. ~ny ?ew work.. . 

887. Is tiJere not generally a great diSpOSItIOn III the Irish eD?lgrants to ~ __ 
public works, or to towns and manufactures, rather than to cultIvate the sOlI' 
Not where there is a family; if the emigrant is a single man, .be goes wherever he 
<:an get a day's work, and at public work their pay is generally III cash. 

888. Supposing the case of a pauper emi~rant landing at Quebec,. upon tbe 
speculation of going to the Weo~ern States WIthout any m~ans, ~nd. WIthout any 
capital, how is he to accompli,h it ,-If ~Je has any work he WIll .avall hImself of that 
work, but unless there is a demand for hIS labour, he must remam there and depend 
upon charity: all those originally that intended going to the. St~tes or to Quebec, 
are provided with money, which is generally sent them by theIr fflends. 

889. Do you know a charitable institution existing at Quebec, called the Quebec 
Emigration Society;---I have heard of it. 

890 . In the year 1823, of 10,258 emigrants that went out, all those who were 
destitute were supplied with the immediate necessaries of life by that society, at the 
charge of 550 t. ?-I should think that merely referred to those that loitered there 
during the winter, just the mere offal of the emigration. 

89 I. You have stated, that Lord Dalhousie has complained of many of the 
emigrants having arrived in a bad state; do you understand that many of those 
persons \\ ho were in that state, have been persons who had friends in that country, 
and who had been induced by the representations of their friends to come out?
Those that have gone out to their friends have generally had money remitted by 
their friends in America, or arrangements made to carry them out; for instance, a 
person who has gone out to N ew York or to U pper Can~da, writes to his friend in 
Ireland to come out to him, and if he thiuks he has not the means of coming out, 
he either senus him money, or make sOllie arrangement at his place of landing to 
assist him. 

892. Does a great portion of the emigrants consist of persons of that class?
The greater proportion that go from the part of the country that I am acquainted 
with, are people in general of some property, and who have friends before them. 

893. Is not the proportion of persons that are landed at Quebec in a state of 
destitution, very small ?-Very small, from the reason I have stated; in fact we 
cannot call the emigrants that pass through Qilebec a pauper emigration. 

894. If the governor in Canaua had the power of making a small advance, to 
the extent of 20S. or 25 s. to each person well disposed to work, to carry him up 
tbe country, do you suppose that a relief to that extent might remove the pressing 
scenes of distress to which you aliuJe :-It might with the present extent of emi
gration, but if it were to go to any large extent, the thing would be quite impossible, 
aud great distress would ensue. 

895· Do you consider that the class of persons who loiter about the town of 
Quellec tak~ng any casu~l employment they can get, are generally a very improvident 
class of emIgrants ?-It IS generally the worst class of emigrants that loiter about 
the towns. 

896. Do you not think t~at if that worst class of emigrants were taken up the 
country and I?cated and asSIsted, they would become steady and industrious persons? 
-No doubt If they were taken up the country immediately after they were landed, 
they would become valuable settlers. 

897· Does much inconvenience arise from many of the settlers arriving at the bad 
season of the year?-They seldom arrive in a bad season, they generally arrive in 
May, June and July. 

898. \Vould there not always be a certain number, of any mass of poor emigrants 
that w?uld go out, that would .remain in a destitute s!ate about the port at which 
they dIsembarked, whatever nught be the encouragement that might exi::t for their 
settlement in t~e interior of the country?-I do not think that they would to any 
~xt.ent, for dUrIng the passage t?ey make up a kind of friendship and a kind of 
Int.lmacy, so that t?ey rarely WIsh to separate; I have seen instances of persons 
gOIng out, whose VIeWS of settlement were t1tally different on going on board, 

who 
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who in the course of their voyage amalgamated, and all went together, upon their 
landin~. 

899. Is there not a certain refme of indolent or incapable persons who are not 
able to provide for themselves, and who always hang about the ship port at which 
the} land ?-A great number; I have seen people tbat were very opposite to industry 
at home, become at once, from necessity, very industrious there; I have seen lounging 
drunken characters in Ireland, gladly sit down to break stones in Canada. 

900. Keeping in view that there must always be a great number of helpless 
persons out of a large body of emigrants, what number of emigrants do you 
suppose could be passed in the course of a year through Quebec into Upper Canada, 
without serious inconvenience to the town of Quebec itself ?-I should think if 
there was any proper arrangement made for their reception, there could be no 
inconvenience whatever; they need not land in Quebec at all, they could send any 
number of people up the St. Lawrence without having any intercourse with Quebec 
at all. 

go I. You stated, that the emigrants you have spoken of have generally some 
little property; with respect to those that go out with families, what amount of 
property do they take with them, upon an average ?-I should think those that emi
grate from Derry "ith families will have from 30t. to sol. upon an average; I have 
known families have five hundred puunds. 

902 Do they take it out generally in money ?--Generally in specie. 
903. You have spoken of a law in the United States prohibiting the landing of 

poor emigrants; even if that law were nui evaded, is not any man depositing three 
duilars, though he should be possessed of nothing else, entitled to land under the 
provisions of that law :_,\,; the law at present 5tands, he is; but I presume, if there 
was any increase of pauper emigrants, tbe mayor and corporation of New York would 
Soon increase the amount required. 

904. Are you aware that any poor persons are in the habit of making an agreement 
to repay the passage muney by an engage\11ent for their labour after their landing?
That was the case to a very small extent some years ago in the north of Ireland, 
especially in the case of servants, but it is entirely done away \vith. 

g05. Doyou think it is at all the practice at present?-I believe not in the north 
of Ireland. 

906. Arc you able to say whether it is the case in any other part of Ireland?
I think not. 

907. Do you conceive that captains very often break their engagements with poor 
emigrants, as to the ports at which they are to be landed r-I have known instances of 
passengers being landed at St. John's in New Brull~wick, who had engaged their 
passage for Philadelphia . 

. Martis, 6· die Martii, 1827. 

T¥illiam Bowman Felton, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

90R. YOU were examined before the Committee of this Hou&e which sat upon 
the subject of Emigration in last year?- I \las. 

909. The Committee understand that you have been in Canada since, and that 
you tuok out with you the Report of that COlllmittee, and the evidence annexed to 
it, so as to have an opportunity of informing yourself with respect to all the details 
mentioned in that evidence, during the course of the last winter?-l have had oppor
tunities of verifying many of the facts detailed in that evidence, and I have had 
occasion, not only from what I have seen in Lower Canada, but in the adjoining 
parts of the United States, to be cunfirmed in my opinion of the ability of a poor 
settler, possessing health and industry, to purchase wild lands, pay for them with 
facility, and accumulate property in the course of a very few years. 

910. Are you aware that the part of the subject of Emigration upon which it 
is perhaps most necessary to obtain accurate and conclusive information, is that 
which relates to the progressive success of the emigrant, involving the ques
tion of his entire capacity or probable inability, at the termination of the seventh 
year of his location, to pay five per cent interest, redeemable at any time at his 
own option by a payment of the principal of 100 t. or any less s~m which may 
have been advanced to him, for the expense~ of his emigration r - I am per
fectly aware that some doubts are entertained upon that subject on this side thft 
A~lantic j but I 11m also equally aware that there are no dOQbts whatever e~ter-
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tained upon the subject on the other side of the Atlantic, by practical men intimately 
acquainted with the interior of the province. '" 

9 11 . If an emigrant, being an able-bodied. man, ~nd landIng wIth a wI~e and t~ree 
children, be removed from the place of hiS landIng to th.e place. of IllS. 10catlO?_ 
located on a lot of 100 acres of averacre good land, provIded with assIstance m 
buildincr a Iocr-house furnished with neces~ary implements, placed under a qualified 

"' '" ' . hd b degree of superintendence, and ~ati~ned for a year or sixteen n~ont s, .0 you. e-
lieve that he would, at the eXpIratIOn of seven years from ~he tune of hIS 10catJ.on, 
be enabled to execute the terms st.ated in the last query, wIthout any sort of dlffi. 
culty or inconvenience ?-T? judge of the future by the past and by my own. ~xpe
rience I should say there IS not room for the smallest doubt as to the capabilIty of 
the se:tler not only to pay interest: tu commence at the eX'pir~tio~ of seven years, 
but of his being able in the majorIty of cases to pay the prmclpal III th~ course of 
that time, if he thinks proper to do so. I have sold a great deal of land III the pro
vince of Lower Canada to Irish and English settlers, at the rate of from three
quarters of a dollar up to two dollars per acre; the description of persons to 
whom I have made those sales was perhaps not tne best calculated to derive the 
greatest or the speedist returns from the land purchased, but, notwithstanding, 
I have never yet experienced any difficulty in collecting the interest of the capital 
from those men, at the expiration of the second, third and fourth year, and in the 
majority of cases before the expirati:m of the third year I have received part of the 
principal in payment; it is true, that all those payments have been made in pro
duce of the soil, in stock or grain, but they were equivalent to money or money's 
worth, and if not absolutely paid in cash, if a reduction be made of about 20 per 
cent, it would exhibit what would be actually a cash payment; but I conceive that 
none of the settlers to whom J have sold lands commenced their operations under 
circumstances so favourable to them as those predicated upon in the question pro
posed; in the majority of cases which have fallen under my experience, the settlers 
who commenced their operations were burthened with a debt, in many cases 
amounting to twenty pounds a family, and they have not only been able to make 
the payments of interest agreed upon with me, but generally to cledr the debt which 
they had incurred, in the course of the first three years; this debt had been incurred 
for the purchase of provision and implements to enable them to commence their 
operations. I am so convinced of the great facility which settlers enjoyincr the 
advantages proposed to be aftorded to them, possess, to make their payments i~ the 
terms prescribed, that 1 should have no hesitation whatever in bindincr myself to the 
~xtent o~ l~,OOO{. to make up ~ny deficie~cy in the payment of the first year's 
Interest, m eIther of the two provlllces, provIded that a proper degree of judgment 
be exhibited in the location of the settlers on the land. 

912• In the cases in which you mentioned yourself to have sold land, had the 
settlers any capital to begi.n.with th~mselves ?-None whate~er; in the majority of 
cases they borrowed prOVISIOn and Implements from the nelghbourincr storekeeper 
to enable them .to commence their ope~ations, expecting to pay the amount of 
those advances In the produce of theIr Industry, in the shape of ashes or provi
sion, in the course of the next tll'O or three years. 

91 :3. Was the land w?ich you .so~d to them wholly uncleared?-Perfectly in a 
state of wIlderness; and III the majorIty of cases not even on a road. 

914. You ~entioned there beiug a debt of tl\'~nty pounds for each family in 
seve~al cases; IS t~at the tw:enty poun.ds upon whIch you say they were able to 
pay I~terest, exclUSive of t~1e IIlterest which they owed to you ?-The debt of 20/. 

to whIch I alluded, was Ill~urred for the purchase of provision and implements. 
an~ therefore was a debt OWIng to a storekeeper, or a dealer in those articles in 
\~'hlch I h.av~ no concern directly or indirectly, and upon which they paid him int:rest 
1I1l the pnnclpal wa~ returned. 
. 9 15. C~n you then. state distinctly to the Committee what was the amount of 
Interest wh.lch. each. famIly was able to pay and actually did pay after two or three 
years, begInhlllg WIth no funds whatever ?-JIl order not to mislead the Committee 
~s. to the exact description of the parties who have fallen under my observation, 
It IS nec~ssary to sa.;: that the T?ajority of them had passed from twelve to fifteen 
months 111 t.he provInce, workIng as labourers, and therefore they had acquired 
~u~~ experumce of the mo?e of proce.eding that was most advantageous for 
clc~nng up waste lands; but In very few mstances had they any accumulation of 
capI~a!, on the contrary, in the majority of instances, they were obliged te borrow 
plovmon, as I before stated} to enable them to commence their operations; and 

that 
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that advance of provision and tools was always made to them on the faith of their 
previous good character, obtained during a residence for the preceding twelve 
montbs in the townshiD, and upon which was founded the assurance of their inclina
tion as well as ability to make the repayment. As to the extent of the interest which 
they had annually to pay, 1 should say that in nine cases out of ten they paid more 
than the interest upon the twenty pounds and the interest upon the twenty-five 
pounds purchase of land, in the shape of an instalment to the storekeeper; 1 mean 
that they paid not only the interest upon the 20 t. but upon the 251. abo, and gene
rally something more in return for the instalment. 

916. Then the whole amount of interest that they paid was the interest upon the 
sum of 451. to 501. advanced to them at setting out, and this they were able to pay 
at the end of two or three years ?-That has been the case in the 1I10St unfavourable 
instances which have fallen under my observation. 

917. Is it upon those grounds that you calculate the ability of settlers sent out 
by Government, at the expiration of seven years to commence paying interest UpOll 
the gum of 100/. similarly advanced ?-N ot solely upon those groulldo, but hom 
what I have had occasion to observe in other parts of the province, where men 
newly arrived in the province, without any previous character to entitle them to an 
advance, and without any advanc:e or loan, havc purchased land at tbe Sllme rates, 
and where, at the expiration of three years, they have been able to commence a re
payment of the principal or of the capital. It is necessary for the Committee to 
understand, that in all those cascs those operations took place in a partially stttled 
country, whereas the settlers established under the patronage of Government have 
been sent into a wilderness. l\ ow, although the land occupied by the settlers to 
whom I first alluded was itself a wilderness, yet, relative to the adjoining country, it 
was more favourably eircllmstanced than the land8 \\hich must necessarily be occu
pied by any emigration carried on on an extensive scale by the Government. 

91 S. For what reason do you consider the emigrants sent out by Government to 
be, as respects re-payment, in a more favourable situation t!Jan those to \\ hom you 
nave alluded ?-Because 1 conceive that the very circulllstance of their being placed 
in a body will give a facility to all their operations, which an individual, even settlinrr 
in a partially settled country, upon a wild lot, does not enjoy; and tllat one year'~ 
or sixteen months provision being furnished to them upon the spot where tbeir 
labour is required, is in point of worth equivalent to double its vallie, to the settler 
establishing himself in a partially settled country, wllO must necessarily lose a great 
deal of time, not only in seeking his provision if be has to purchase it, but 7nost 
frequently in labouring for it at a distance from his home. 

919. Might not those two advantages be united ?-It is impossiblc; the Crown 
does not possess land which they can control for the purposes of emigration, in a 
partially settled country. 

920. Are not those lands which have formerly been granted, subject to the con
dition, that they shall be leased out ?-As fur as respects the Lower Province, the 
most fertile portion of it, lying south of the river St. Lawrence, and covering a 
surface of about 3,000,000 of acres, is completely locked up from application to 
any useful purpose, in consequence of having becn long since granted to persons II'ho 
have not performed, or have very partially performed, the settling duties required of 
them in their patents. 

921. Are you so satisfied of the ability of thc emigrant to make such payment, 
that if individuals were prepared to advance money upon such security, you- would 
feel yourself justified in recommending them to do it?-I have already replied to 
the substance of tbat question in an answer 1 previously gave, but I feel myself 
perfectly Justified in saying, that I should have no objection whatever to recom';lend 
an investment of capital to any extent upon so secured a transaction; and I think 
the greater the scale on which the operation is conducted, the greater probability is 
therc of success attending it. 

922. Do you feel so certain upon that point as to be prepared to recommend 
persons in England to advance capital in that manner, taking the land as a security? 
-I do certainly, for this reason, if the emigration be conducted upon just principles 
and upon a scale sufficiently large, one of the immediate effects of the location of 
a large body of men in a particular district is a rise in the value of the land, not 
only ":hich they occupy, but which surrounds them on every side; now, this takes 
place mdependent of the wish even of the settler who is employed upon the land; 
and therefore, even alloNing that one-third of the settlers fail in fulfilling their 
engagements, yet I am persuaded that that disposablc third will always sell, in 
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a period short of the seven or nine years, for more than sufficient to co.ver al\ 
advances made on account of it, even without any improvements m~de upon It;. but 
if any improvements are made upon the land, they will of.course give ~n ,addl~ll~nal 
value to it, to the ex tellt of thuse improvements. But I wish to lTI,ak~ It IIltelhglble 
to the Committee, that I am perfectly convinced that the mere nse 10 the value of 
the land, \\hich will then become a 'saleaule commodity, will of itself affurd them 
sufficient assurance of their capital being returned to them. 

923, Supposing the~e term~ of paym~nt. to be perfectly understood b~ the 
emiJrant, and consented to by Illm under hiS signature or mark attached to a prInted 
agr;ement embodying those terms, do you consider that there would be any. diffi~ul!y 
in inducing him to pay, or in levying the amount of snch payment ?-It IS fair to 
apprise the Committee, that the c1.aims which the, Government have IIpO~ the 
subject of the provinces for lands, qUit-rents and so torth, have heen urged WIth so 
little importunity of late years, that it has given rise to a suspicion on ,the part 
of many people, that it is impracticable fur Guvernment to cullect any thlOg from 
the people; now I am perfectly of opinion, that if the settlers are given to under
stand that tbis is a matter uf contract between tbem and the Guvernlllent, and that 
in consideration of their being carried from a given place and put down on a spot 
convenient for tbeir establishment, and, in addition to tbat, furnished witb a certain 
quantity of provision and so fortb, and an hund! ed acres of land, the whole of that 
being considered as an advance made to them, and of course assuming the ~hape 
of a debt, that there \\ill not be the smallest repuiInallce to their acknuwledging it 
as a debt, and engaging to pay interest upon it; 1 conceive that the carriage out, 
the provision furnished them, and tbe land together, should be taken as one debt, 
that there should be no distinction, the whole of the debt should be considered as 
a debt due for the purchase of land, and in that view there would be no repugnance 
to the payment of interest, because it is a usual transaction ill that country, and 
although those people should leave Europe under other impressions, still on their 
arrival in the province they will find that those transactions are so common that 
they will lose any disrelish they might have to them previous to tilCir embarkation; 
the phrase Tent or quit-Tent may judicially be lost sight of in this transaction, for 
though it is in itself unimportant, yet it carries with it an impression rather at 
variance with the easy collection of this debt. 

924. You are aware that lately regulations have been made by Governmeni III 

which the principle of quit-rent has been adopted as the principle of the sale of 
land, very much upon the principle that is proposed to be taken with respect to 
these settlers, the arrangement being, that in the wilderness land the settler should 
have seven years free, and thell be required to pay five per cent interest upon the 
calculated value of the land as wild land, at the time of his settlement; in that 
case of course he is not called upon to pay five per cent interest upon any thiner 
except upon the mere value of the land, because, by the terms of the arranlJe: 
ment, he is prepared with capital to do justice to that land; haviner stated that 
as.the.law, at pr~sent in, Lower Canada, are,the Committee to ~lIderst:nd that you 
thmk It Will be Impracticable to collect a qUIt-rent upon that I'rInciple ?-Quite the 
reverse; the very circumstance of making these quit-rents redeemable. alters their 
~haracter altogether, they are no longer cOllsidered as quit-renls, they are in fact 
mterest for the purchase-money of the land, There is another point that should be 
consid~red by the Committee, that is, that it is judicious to make the set,tler upon the 
land ,feel t!Jat he purchases tbe I~nd, and gives something for it; for I have had 
occ,aslo~, trom many y~ars eXpeflelJC~, to find out, that an European upon his 
al'flv~1 111 t~e country, IS verJ: much Il1 the habit of slighting any thing that he 
a~~U1r,es easily,; and It a lot ot go?d,land be offered to him fur nuthing, the proba
blh~y IS, he \\111 purchase the adJoll1ll1g lut, ~bough not of a superior quality, sup
posm~ t,here IllU~t be sOllie reasoll for the price attached to it; and I therefure am 
of opll~lOn th~t 111 all ca,ses the Government should insist upon receiving for its land 
someUJlng eqUIvalent to Its actual worth in tbe market. 

92 5- Had yuu an oppurtunity, when in Canada, of ascertaining the opinion of 
ma,ny persuns there, who \\:ere competent to give an opinion upun the subject upon 
"~Ich you ,have been eX~1II111~d to,uay, and who were aware of the nature of the 
eVidence gIVen by col?l1lal witnesses Lefore the Emigration Committee of last year? 
-1 apprebend that, In t~e absence of facts and experience, the opinions of the 
m~s~ res,Pectable people 111 LUller Canada are yet afloat as to this subject; my 
op1l11On IS founded upon my olin observation, an observation which very f.:!w of 
the respt;ctale part of the community in Lower Canada have an opportunity of 

enjuying 
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enjoying, not being resident, nor in the habit of penetrating into the interior of the 
province. . 

926. Is not the general success of an emigrant under those circumstances a fact 
quite notorious in Lower Canada ?-It is perfectly well k!1own; there is a general 
impression prevalent in Lo\\er Canada, that the majority of those settlers will 
go over to the States; but those who are better acquainted with the interior 
of the province are aware that that consequence will not follow from the establish
ment of those settlers upon good land, and \Iith the assistance that is proposed to 
be given to them; the general impression is, that they will go over to the States, 
where they can get so much higher wages than tbey can exrect, after their twelve 
or fifteen months probation in tbe province have expired; but tbis impression is 
founded upon no facts, it is founded upon assumptions which have yet to be 
verified. 

927. Do YOIl think that one hundred acres of land, part of it cleared, having a 
log-house built upon it, and roads made to it, and situated in the midst of a new 
population, would be ample security for such interest, and ultimately for the prin
cipal ?-I have already given a decided opinion in favour of that. 

928. Do you think the security so good that money could be raised either in 
Canada or in the United States upon such a security oftered ;-Ko money could 
be raisecl in Canada, because there is no capital there disposable; as to the United 
States, I have no doubt that under certain circumstances money could be raised 
upon that security, provided the faith of the British Government were pledged for 
the due execution of all the terms of the contract. 

929. When you say it could be raised under certain circumstances, do you mean 
that to apply to the faith of the Government being pledged, or to any thing else ?
The faith of the Government being pledged to the extent as to which emigration is to 
be carried, and to the judgment which should be exercised in its direction, for those 
are circumstances which the capitalist wOllld take into consideration previous to 
advancing his money. 

930. Those are circumstances however which you must have taken into con
sideration. when you say that you could recommend persons in England to lend 
money upon the faith of that security ?-I assume those circumstances; I assume 
that the Government will be governed by a sound judgment in the direction of this 
emigration, and that it will be continuolls for at least eight or ten years. 

93 I. What are the peculiar circumstances which you assume as necessary to 
warrant a capitalist in advancing his money ?-I assume that the Government shall 
carryon the emigration to a given extent or for a given number of years, sufficient 
to cover the Whole surface of the district intended to be occupied with settlers, as 
far as the quality of the soil wiil permit their location. By a given district, I assume 
such a portion of the surface of tbe country as, being in communication with water 
carriage, shall enable tbe settlers at some future time to carry their surplus produce 
to one of the great markets of the province, and of sufficient extent to justify the 
provincial legislatures in affording them the protection which every other district or 
cOllnty enjoys; I mean that they shall be settled in so great masses, as to enable 
them at some future period to have the power of making their own road laws and 
other internal regulations, according to the mode which is followed in other parts 
of the proIJince; that may generally include a surface of ten or twelve townships, 
each township being eight or nine miles square, the whole containing about three 
thousand lots, upon which about six thousand families may be located; as I con
ceive tbat, under those circumstances, a population so established will in the cOllrse 
of a felV years flourish without extrinsic aid, and possess the power of taking their 
produce fo market, so as to meet competitors on equal terms. The next item in 
the terms is, the judicious selection of this district for establishment, for it is but fair 
to let the Comlllittee understand that there are parts of the province which may 
be establi&hed with advantage to the country at large, without being so beneficial 
either to the settler, or to the person who is to expect repayment of his capital by 
the exertions of the settler; there are many parts, for example, of the Upper 
Province, where the wet or swampy lands cover a superficies equal to four or five 
townships together; now in those situations, although the land will, by the appli
'calion of a certain capital and in a certain number of yearR, become exceedingly 
fruitful and valuable, yet the certain and absolute return will !leither be so speedy 
nor so ~reat as to justify the advance of capital as a mere pecuniary speculation 
upon its improvement. 

93'l. You are understood to say, 
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order to be accepted as a sufficient security by an ~me:ican .lending the sum of 
money required upon it, must possess these two quahfi.ca~IOns, It mus~ have a w~ter 
communication to a market, and it must be situated with III a population of a gJV('n 
density?-.Those two qualities will make the estate suffici~ntly. valuable to justify 
any man's advance of capital upon it; but as far as a~ AmerIcan IS concerned, I con
ceive that the spirit of my first answer, properly lIlterpreted,. means to say, that 
you shall also make him secure that this property shall be avaIlable at any future 
time. 

933. Then what additional qualification woul~ be required to mak~ this 'a suf
ficient security for a loan of money by an AmerIcan o~ any. other forel~ner?-The 
difficulty with respect to a foreigner is, that you can !!:Ive blm no securIty that the 
property shall be available in case of hostilities.. . . . 

934. Would a citizen of the United States req Ulre securIty ~s an ahe.n; that IS, 
would he require security for the repayment, or would he req~lre securIty that he 
should be able to put the laws in force for the recovery of hIS debt ?-·He would 
require both. 

935. If an emigrant settler now doing well in Canada, were to be asked his 
opinion upon the two following points, ·viz. First, Whether he would recom~~nd 
an Irish pauper without employ and without hopes of employ, now reSIding 
wretchedly in Ireland, with a wife and three children, to come over to Canada and 
be planted upon one hundred acres, and to make himself liable to the payment of 
such interest, commencing at the expiration of seven years, such payment to be 
made in kind, if money be not forthcoming, the emigrant not having the fee-simple 
of such property until the debt of his emigration was di~charged; or, Secondly, 
Whether be would recommend him on the contrary, in case of free conveyance 
being afforded to him, to land without any capital being lent to him, and con
sequently without any pledge of repayment, and to trust for empluyment to such 
demand for his labour as might exist at the time of his landing i-in the event of 
these two questions being put to the prosperous settler now in Canada, clearly com
prehending their import, do you suppose that he would recommend the acceptance of 
such assistance, involving such ultimate payment by interest redeemable at will, or 
the contrary proposition ?-l am quite certain, from my experience and observation, 
that in all cases the recommendation would be given to prefer the assistance of 
Government, supposing the party circumstanced precisely as is stated in the question; 
for if there be a slight variation, it will perhaps occasion a very great diversity of 
opinion; if, for example, a man at this moment in utter distress in Ireland, is master 
of a certain art or profession, which is known to yield high wages in Canada, his 
friends, unacquainted with the circumstances of the country, would prefer recom
mending him to place himself at the spot where his labour could be so beneficially 
employed, in preference to binding himself to perform any certain duties for the 
sake of 100 acres of land, because there are few artificers in active employment in 
either of the provinces who do not acquire the means of purchasing land in a 
situation which is more agreeable to them than that which would probably be 
afforded by Government for locations, by the accumulation of his wages in the course 
of three or four years. 

936. The Committee are then to infer from your answer, that in the case of 
purely agricultural settlers! not capable ~f followin~ any pursuit ethel' than agri
culture, that recommendation would be given; but 111 the case of a superior class 
of settler:, who are c~p~ble of ~ndertaking other .trades or pursuits, it might be 
doubtful ,,-I am of Opll11?n that 111 the case of agncultural settlers. even supposing 
them to be much. better cIrcumstanced than the parties described in the question, 
the recommendatIOn would be to take the Government assistance. At this moment 
~ have remittances from nine families of Irish settlers, to convey to their friend~ 
In Ireland; but I have a request at the same time from those families, in the event 
of Government sending out settlers on any terms whatever, to retain the money for 
the benefit of the remitters, and to use my influence to have those people embarked 
under the protection of Government. The persons making those remittances are 
me~ who ~ommenced, ~rom four to seven years since, with absolutely nothing but 
their cloth1l1g and habIts of labour, and who now remit 15 t. each for the con
veyance of relativ~s in Ireland, none of whom are stated by them to be in distress; 
there~ore, I con~lder that a superior class of persons to those described in the 
questIOn would In all cases be advised to accept the assistance of Government 
afforded them in the manner proposed. ' 

937· The exception, then, that you wish to make, rather applies to the case of 
artisans? 
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artisans ?-To the case of artisans alone, and those being perfect in their respective TV. B. Feltoll, 

trades. Esq. 
938• Might it not be easily. arrang.ed, in a system of emigrati~n, that any artisan ~ 

so emigrating without any capItal, mIght repay the expense of hIS passage by some 6 l\Jarch, 
arranoJement to be made in the way of binding himself apprentice for a certain time? 1827. 
-1 ;pprehend that will only burthen th~ age~ts with unnecessary details in the 
conduct of the operation; we find no practIcal dIfficulty from want of artisans in the 
country. 

939. Supposing that under the most successful plan. you ca? s~ggest for emigration, 
6,000 families were sent by the Government to a partIcular dlstflct, such as you have 
described in Canada for location, and located there, at what expense do you caiculate 
that the interest of the money upon the loans proposed to be made to them might be 
collected; and in the event of the payment being made in kind, what arrangements 
could be devised for the collection of such payment ?-I am afraid that any opinion 
I should give the Committee upon that subject, not being grounded on experience, 
would be little satisfactory; I do not profess myself competent even to judge of the 
difficulties that will arise hereafter, but I apprehend that they will not be great; and 
judaina from the expense attending the collection of the seigneural dues in Lower 
Cal~ad~, I should conceive they would not exceed fifteen per cent upon the gross 
sum. The Committee must understand that all wages of labour in those provinces 
are high, and that a merchant even, in acting as a commission merchant, takes in 
the Canadas five per cent for perlorming what in other countries is done for two and 
'i half. Therefore, if the collection of a territorial revenue in any country in Europe 
can be made for seven and a half per cent, it will certainly require twice as much in 
Canada. 

940. In the case that is supposed, namely, that you have a collection to make, 
from six thousand separate families, of a slim of 1,800 t. per annum, at what expense 
do you consider that that sum might be regularly collected ?-I have no experience 
to direct me, except that which I derive from the collection of seigneural dues in 
Lower Canada, and the result of that 1 have already mentioned; any other opinion 
will be perfectly gratuitous. having no certain data to go upon. 

941. Are the seigneural dues in Lo.ver Canada collected chiefly in kind?
About two thirds are collected in kind, the rest in money. 

942. Are they collected in kind although stipulated for in money, or are they 
stipulated for in kind ?-They are stipulated for in kind and in money. 

943. Is it common to receive in kind compensation for those which are stipulated 
for in money ?-Never; on the contrary, it is frequently the practice to receIVe 
money in lieu of the payment in kind. 

944. With a deduction of a per centage ?--Without any deduction to the 
tenant. 

945. Are not the great bulk of lands in Lower Canada so held ?-The great bulk 
of the cultivated land in Lower Canada is held in seigneurie. 

!)46. Are you able to state the proportion of expense which is to be deducted 
from the amount of those seigneural dues, for the collection of them ?-N ot with 
accuracy; it varies exceedingly, according to the fertility of the seigneurie in which 
the collection is made; in a rich seigneurie there is no difficulty in making the 
collection, in a poor one there is a great deal, and therefore the expense is con
siderably increased. 

947. In the case of an emigration upon an extended scale, in which a large 
district were colonized at once, the communications carried on through that district, 
and the settlers placed at a reasonable distance from each other, do you not imagine 
that the expense of such a collection would be much less than it would be with 
respect to a more desultory and scattered emigration ?-Unquestionably it would. 

948. How would you estimate the difficulties of collection in the case just put, as 
compared with the old settled seigneuries in Lower Canada ?-I tbink the difficultv 
of collection would be less, and for this reason, that it is proposed that the interest 
sh~uld be made payable in produce, and determinable whenever the individual 
thmks ,Proper to pay the principal; now this holds out so flattering a prospect of 
becommg perfectly an absolute master of his property, that it is a moral stimulus to 
keep the tenant attentive to his annual payments. 

949· Are there at present in Upper Canada any considerable number of settlers 
holdl~g their. lands upon that principle ?-I apprehend not; I am not much 
acquamted with Upper Canada, but I apprehend there are very few lands held on 
the payment of rent whatever. 

550. p 4 950. When 
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950 . When you say there are very few lands held on the paymen.t of ~ent, d.o 
you mean to say that there are few lands held upo~ t?e se~tler havmg gIven tllS 

bond for the payment of the principal?-The maJo,nty ot the lands. that have 
been purchased or acquired by purchase in U pper ~anada. are held hable to the 
payment of the principal and interest, but t~Je bond ~s not gIVen by th~ purchaser; 
on the contrary, the original proprietor retams the tItle to the land, glvmg a bond 
to the purchaser to furnish him with a deed whenever the purchase-money be 

totally paid up. . . 
95 1• That agreement is founded upon the system of the purc~aser pa~mg mterest 

until he redeems the principal; do you know wh.ether tha.t 1I1terest IS p:ener.ally 
regularly paid ?-I have not sufficient personal acquallltance w~th the U pper Prov~nce 
to answer the question with the precision I ought to do; but m the Lower Province 
I can answer for it being so. 

Q,S2. In answer to a former question, you said that the general opinion in C.anada 
was, that after sixteen months probation, as you termed it, the demand 111 the 
United States would carry the settlers there; what is the nature of the d~mand you 
there alluded to?-I state the opinion as existing, 1 do not pretend to gIVe reasons 
for it. 

9.'i3. What is the nature of the demand that you alluded to ?-·Employment ill 
working the canals and other great public works. 

954. Although labourers from ElIgland and Ireland may from time to time find 
advantageous employment immediately upon landillg in the Canadas without money 
or capital, and ultimately become prosperous settlers, mu~t not that employment 
depend upon the demand existing at the moment for the services of such labourers; 
and if the supply of labour were too great, would not that e\IJployrnent be out of the 
question?-There can oe no doubt that for two or three years tbt're \\ill Le ~rfat 
difficulty in finding employment for a very extensive voluntary emigration; by ex
tensive voluntary emigration I mean from fifty to sixty thousand ~ollls per annum; 
we knolV that tbe ordinary emigration, which has usually amounted to ten thollsand 
souls, has found very little difficulty in placing itself, \\helher in the CamHlas or in 
the United States is a matter of indifference, Lilt it has found very little difficulty in 
placing itsrlt: Latterly, it is true that on their first landing wme little inCOI1\ enience 
has been experienced at Quebec, from the sick and destitute who forllled a part 
of the emigration, and inconvenience has also oeen experienced during the winter 
season frolll a large portion of those who ha\'e found employment during the SUIIlIllE'r 
being tbrown out of work; but as both those evils are necls.,arily limited. one 
by the demand during summer, \I hieh can ouly employ a certain IltlLuuer of (!len at 
Quebec, and consequently can only leave that number of men to he thruwn out of 
employment at the commencement of winter, and the otber, although not limited, 
yet relieved by the arrangements made under puolic authority for the reception 
of the sick in the Emigrant Hospital at Quebec, I do not conceive that any 
inconvenience will be felt by the continuance of an emigration not exceedlllg the 
ordinary average of the last five or six years; but if, as I before said, it' were 
increased indefinitely without public assistance, then unquestionably there would, 
for the first three or fOllr years, be great distress; but I tirmly believe that if fifty 
thousand souls could be continuously introduced annually, in the course of three or 
fo~r 'y~ars th~y would contrive to plac~ themsdves either in the provinces or in the 
adJolmng U mted States, but always With some distress for the tirst two or three 
years, and it would be a dangerous experiment to try, without some preparatory 
measures of relief. 

955· Do you ~hink the distress would ceuse after the first three or four years?
I have no doubt It would, because we found, when 10,000 arrived, fur the first two 
or three years great distress; but those 10,000 have scattered themselves over the 
province and over the United States, and they furnish places of refu(1e, if it may 
be so termed, to t?e in-coming population; at the same time I am 'firn;\y persuaded 
that very great dIstress wo~ld . be found. for. the first two or three years, perhaps 
s? much so a~ hardly to JustIfy the dIrection of so grea. an emigrant popula
tIon t? any gIVen province, without taking some preparatory steps for their 
receptIOn. 

956. Have not t.he Government works that are going on in Quebec and other 
pary! of the p.r~vmcc of Canada, operated as a great temporary relief to the 
emIgrants, by glvmg them employment ?-It has unquestionaoly had that effect; 
but the emplo~ment at Quebec being only during the Slimmer, has perhap' 

contributed 
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contributed to increase the number who were left destitute on the approach of 
winter. 

957. With how slllall a SUlIl would an emigrant cominO" out to Quebec be 
enabled to settle himself, without being subject to that gl~at distreSS you have 
described ?-If I am to take this question in combination with the previous ques
tions, and to suppose that the number of settlers that come out is to be unlimited, 
I should say he will require a very largt; sum to place hil1l.'eil advantageously, 
certainly IS!. a head for each of bis family; but if the number of settlers is to be 
limited to the annual average of the last few years, then as hi, labour will be in 
demanrl, he requires a very small advance to gain his bread and subsistence; but to 
establish him~elf as a farmer, he requires at least twenty or thirty pounds fur himself 
and his family. 

95 8. Does he require as much as twcnty or tbirty pounds a head ?-CcrtaiIlly not; 
the terms of the proposition assume that he gains full elIlployment as a labouring 
man during the progref's of his establishment. 

959. The question contemplates a mall arriving at Quebec and not looking t,) 
obtaining employment; what is the olIlallcst sum with which he could establi:;h 
himself advantageously:-To state the precise sum "hich would enable a settler 
to establi"h himself according to the question proposed, would deceive the Com
mittee, because tbe facility of establishing himself in this manner will necessarily 
be governed by the number of settlers arriving at the same time; and therefore the 
Guestion applied to a ~ing\e seltler, supposing only one settler arrives in a year, 
would be answered in a very different Ilay to what it would be if 60,000 settlcrs 
arrived in a year. 

960. Supposing that reasonable numuer to arrive 1\ bich you think cuuld ue su 
settled II ithout material incol1\"cnience! - I have already stated, that suppusing the 
ordinary annual averag;e to arrive, that is about 10,000 souli', no money i~ required 
for a man IlIw can get into emploYllJent during the summer. 

961. The question i'i II ith respect to a man not looking to get employment there, 
iJUt suppoioillg bill! to be landed at Queuec, what would he the eXl'cll'c at \\'hich 
that man could locate himself upon his land a.nd put hims!'\ f into an advantageous 
situation ?-:\Jakillg allowance for the varying circumstances to which settlers arc 
exposed, I conceive that a man, with a family consisting; of a wife and two childn;n, 
can place himseif l"I'ry advantageously in any part of the provinces for ;;ot.; if 
he does it for less, I mean if he docs it with the possession of )C,S money, he 
will stiil have to borl"OlI' or to get an advance in some shape to makc up that 
amount; or if he does lIut get that <ldvance, he will still have to devote a certain 
number of J~ys labour in each unk for the acquisitiolJ of provisions and t(wb, 
that cost him a hundred per cent more, gained in that II ay, than they would othcr
wise cost. 

96:? Do you mean when be is upon the spot?-Wben he is upon the spot, and 
in a partially settled country; tllis I conceive to be the average expcnse under the 
average of circumstances. 

963. You state that a person arriving there I\itbout any llIoney at all, by getting 
work on the canals that were going un in the United States, afterwards found the 
means of settling himself?-That is very frequently the Gt,c. 

964. You are understood to state that emigrants have arrived there in con
siderable numbers, and in consequence of a canal that was cutting in the United 
States, a number of those persolls worked UpOll that canal till they got a sufficient 
sum of money to settle themselves either in the United States or in the Canadas ?
It has very frequently occurred that settlers have collected sufficient capital 10 
commence their operations, by the wages gained during one summer's good work on 
those canals; but it does not follow that their establishment was perfect, they were 
obliged to work out the next summer, and the next summer after that, to place 
their families in as independent a situation as they would be in if they had been 
furnished with twelve months provi6ioll in the outset. 

965. If the English Government should carryon any similar work in the Canadas, 
of course a considerable cumber of- emigrants may also dispose of thelllselves by 
the wages of labour which they may obtain on such works ?-U nqucstionably they 
might, and to much greater advantage than by aailliuo' an equal sum of money in 
tqe United States, for this simple reason, that ~he h~bils of life acquired in the 
United States are not favourable to accumulation of money: a lllan who passes the 
whole summer at work upon the canals in the United States learns to live as an 
American, and he expends as much subsistence in the ('our:'(' of a I\'eek, in the 
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support of him~e1f individually, ,as woul~ support th.e whole of his fa~iIy; where.as: 
if he never removes out of the Canada, Into the UOIted States, he retallls the habIts 
of frugality that he carries with him from Europe, ane! instead. of eatin~ three ~esh 
meals a-day, accompanied with tea and cream, and ~o on, he ":111. be satIsfied WIth a 
small quantity of meat and other inferi~r food sufficle~tly nourlshmg and wholes?me 
for his purpose, but unaccompanied wI~h the expensIve comforts of an Amencan 
meal, he will therefore be richer bv thIrty or forty per cent at the end uf the year, 
than Ile would UE if he had gone to ~he U niteu Stat.es. . . 

966. :\re you aware that a conSIderable work IS gOIng on between. Lak.e Ene 
and Lake Ontario, in the Canadas?-I understand the Weiland Canal IS gomg on 
there; I am not personally acquainte~ with tha.t part of the country •. 

967. If the Weiland Canal is carned on, WIll not there be a conSiderable quan
tity of work for emigrants to avail themselves of for the purpo~e of w~rki(Jg ~n it 
durin" the summer, and to enable them to locate themselves III the wmter, eIther 
immediatelv in the neiuhbollrhood or further in the interior?-There can be no doubt • to 
about it. 

968. Can you state from your own knowlcuge the amount of the sums which 
have been extracted in the form of charity from the resident inhabitants of Upper 
and Lower Canada, and have been applied to the relief of those unfortunate persons 
who, having left Great Britain or Ireland without capital or means of supporting 
or assisting themselves, have landed in the Canadas, i~l Ihe expectation of finding 
employment there, and \\ ho finuillg no demand for their labour ha ve consequently, 
in the first instance at least, been l'Xposed to a severe degree of misery and destitlI
tion?-l\lyanswer ",ill not apply to Upper Canada, I have no knowledge of it 
tbere; as to Lower Canada, I have reason to believe that the inhabitants of Quebec 
and Montreal have been called upon, for every year since 18l2, and have made 
large contributions for the relief of the emigrant population; those contributions, 
I believe, exceeded 8001. a year for each city; but, in addition to them, the 
Assembly of the province have annually granted a sum of money, for they have 
ahrays been alive to the call of humanity, for the support of an Emigrant Hospital 
at Quebec. In the year J 823, they granted 750!., ill 1824, 600 t., in 1825, 700/., 
in 1 ~2li, 950l.; and I believe that those sums have been found adequate to the 
support ot the sick and infirm landing at Quebec, because I observe by the returns 
of the magistrates superintendinig that Emigrant Hospital, that only 230 per~ons 
wtfe admitted in the course of one year, and I conceive the average of the whole 
four years not to have exceeded 250 persons admitted annually. His :'IIajesty's 
Government at horne, on the first appearance of this great migration, at the sU!2:uestion 
I believe of Lord Dalhousie, gave 1,0001. for the relief of tbose emigrants.~to Now, 
the distress which has been experienced in those towns has resulted from the intro
duction of about 10,000 souls annually, and the relief required would not have 
amounted to more than 30001. annually, in the Lo,,'er Province; but if the emigra
tion were increased, the distress for some years would certainly bear a much greater 
proportion to the absolute number introduced than it has done hitherto, when the 
number has been limited to 10,000; for example, if 15,000 poor emigrants were 
thrown upon the Lower Canadas, of a descriptIOn perfectly similar to those who 
ha~e been hitherto. introduc~d, I conceive. that, instead of 3,000/. sufficing to relieve 
theIr w~nts an? ?Istresses, It would reqUIre 6 or i ,0001. and perhaps in a greater 
proportIOn, as It Il1crea~ed, for some years. 

969· Do you not imagine, if an extensive emigration were to be carried on 
upon the principle of planting, that in a very few years an almost indefinite supply 
of that class of emigrants might be received and absorbed? - I have no dOUbt 
whatever t~at the me~ns of providing for tbe casual emigration hereafter, in con
~equ.ence.ot the estabhshmen~ of their friends by the aid of Government, would be 
Il1fimtely Il1creased. If any dIstress were to be felt by the introduction of a larger 
pop~lation not under the protection of Government, who I take for granted will go 
out JJ) the. same seasons when the emigration supported by Go~ernment takes 
p~ace, prOVided vessels can be found to convey them, I have no doubt that that 
dlstr~ss ~ould be met hy the legislature of the province with perfect readiness, and 
that It might be compen~ated to them by the admission of a certain quantity or the 
whole of the surplus gram of the Lower Province into Great Britain free of duties. 
To explain myself, I mean to say that I have no doubt that the legislature of 
Lower Cana~a ~ould take. upon themselves to relieve all the distressed objects 
that may arnve Ill. the provlIlce, in consideration of this boon being afforded to 
them; and that thiS boon need not be of great magnitude, it would be very easy 

to 
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to show. I have no doubt that the free admission of 100,000 quarters a year, for 
ten years, would induce that legislature, if it were made conditional, to undertake to 
relieve the individual public and His Majesty's Government from all expense which 
may arise from sickness or distress attending the introduction of any number of 
emigrants in the province; I mean in addition to those that are to be carried out at 
the public expense, because I assume always, that, send out whatever number you 
may at the public expense, there still will be a certain voluntary emigration, in 
addition to them, provided the means of transport exist. 

970. Do you mean, that if the Government proceed upon a regulated system of 
pauper emigration to which they lend aid, that that would be likely to be accom
panied by another emigratIon going out by its own means ?-I mean to say that it 
would be accompanied with an increased emigration. I take for granted, that the 
Government cannot remove all those that are desirous of emigrating; I take for 
granted, that their means are not adequate to it at present; and I take for granted, 
that the tonnage of the country going out to Canada ill ballast, that with regard to 
economy ought to be employed in that specific occupation, is only at tbis llJoment, 
1 conceive, sufficient for the transport of 60 or 70,000 souls j but if the number Were 
to be increased greatly beyond that amount, it would be quite insufficient. 

971. Will not that difficulty impede the voluntary emigration ?-It will operate 
to the extent of au increase of expense; but still there will be a great number 
go out. 

972. Not paupers ?-Not paupers, and not capitalists. The distress "hich has 
been felt at Quebec has been partly occasioned by the accidents to which all exten· 
sive emigration must be subject j when I say that only 250 have been received into 
the hospital, I should mention that in many cases families are left de~titute j the 
emigrants who go, generally take witll tllem 3, 4, 5, 6, or 8 or 10 childrt.n, and if 
the father of the family dies in the passage, his wife and his children are left destitute, 
and it frequently happens that, in addition to their destitution, they are troubled with 
sickness. 

973. You have stated the number of persons that have been received into the 
hospital at Quebec, and the amount which it has cost to provide for them durina 
late years; has not that been upon what you consider to be the worst possible syster::; 
of emigration, namely, that of persons going out without any previoLis provision or 
arrangement, to provide for themselves as they can ?-It has. 

97 -1-. And the result of that has been, that out of an average annual emirrration 
of 10,000, only 250 have found their way into the hospital ?-That is the 7-esult j 

but more have required relief during the winter, able-bodied men, and it is for the 
relief of those persons that the towns have been burthencd, men who have been 
improvident, have not laid by any money for their sustenance during thc winter, 
although they were in the receipt of very large wages durillg the summer. 

975. Of those 10,000 persons that have gone out, all the destitute and impro
vident among them have lJeen relieved for the annual sum of 3,oool. ?-I conceive 
that 3,000/. has been about the average sum collected. 

976. You were understood to say, that you thought the best possible mode of 
location was to take 300 families, and to give them a place where they might have 
communication by water, with a market for their produce; and also to give them 
good land, in contradistinction to other land :-1 5tated, that to give the capitalist 
any confidence in the repayment of the money that he might advance for the esta
blishment of setllers, it was necessary to guarantee to him that those circumstanccs 
should be ensured in carrying the settlement into effect. 

9ii. That there should be an union to the extent of three hundred famili~s ,
To make it sure to the capitalist that their land would be sufficiently valuable w 
cover the amount of his advance; and as a corollary, I should say that that is the 
best mode of settlement. 

978. What do you suppose would be the sum necessary to enable a person to 
take out three hundred families, and locate them in the country r--That will depend 
upon so great a variety of contingencies, that I should very much deceive the Com
mittee if I were to give an off-hand opinion upon tbe subject, it would require so 
many details, which are necessary elements in the calculation; I should require to 

. t\lke a long time to make the thing intelligible. 
979. What would it cost a person, having a relation settled in th~ country, to 

transport himself, and to bring himself into contact with that relatIOn? - That 
depends upon his distance from the seaport; the facilities afforded by meeting a 
friend established in the country are so great, that I should say, if a man is once 
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put down in bis friend's family, or next door to that friend, supposing that friend to 
be established in the country, and to be able to raise food enough to assIst the n.ew 
comer, the eXllcnse will be governed by the price of the food that he can lend hIm, 
and that again will be governed by the situation. . 

g80. If you were consulted b:' a person under those ClrCU?lstances, what would 
you tell him he might go out for ?-I should have to asc~rtaJn the expe.nse of the 
freight in the first place; .,upposing him to be put d~wn m Q~ehec, whIch we are 
told' can be done for thirty shillings, but which I belIeve reqUIres .thre~ poun~s, he 
will then have to furnish himself with food for as many days as It WIll reqUIre to 
reach the place of his destination; and then if .he adds to that u pOI~ the average 
about two-pence halfpeully a mile for travelhng expenses, that WIll cov~r t~e 
journey; and therefore if a mall were to come to me,. and. s~y, I have a frIend In 

such a township, in such a province, I conld tell hUll wlthlll fifteen-pence what 
would be the expense of going to him.: but if the man were to say, I h.ave a frielld 
a mile from Quebec, I should tell hIm the expense is only the freIght to that 
port. 

q81. Could any inconveniencc, in your opinion, arise~ or would any uncertainty 
of success be involved, in the case of any number of emIgrants planted and locateo 
according to the system adopted in the emigration of I ~:23 and 1825; would the 
extent of the number afTect their success, provided that, in point of fact, means did 
exist for planting and locating them upon the principle of advanced capital, accord
ing to the precedents of 1823 and of 1 S2.'i :-1\' one whatever; I conceive that the 
facilities of planting emigrants will increase with their numbers, and that in carrying 
on the operation in future the expenses will be very much diminished, As to the 
extent of the success, I believe that the more numerous the establishment, the 
greater chance there is of ultimate success, because they form a dense population, 
capable of assisting each other i~l all public works and works of magllitude that may 
be useful for the general interest; and as to their markets, a large number of emi
grants establisher! together will inevitably be accompanied with a subdivision of 
labour, useful to every individual interested in the settlement. 

Juris, 8" die .\lllrtii, 1827. 

Captain James Dent TVeatherley, called in; and Examined. 

982. HOW long is it since you left Canada ?- In the middle of January I left 
home, in the township of l\{arch, on Ottawa River, in Upper Canada. 

983. You were residing near what is generally known by the name of ?I!r. Robin
son's settlement in 1823?-Yes, I reside near that settlement; amI frequently 
passed through it, in going to the sessions at the district town of Perth. 

984. 'What impression has been created in your mind, as to the success of that 
settlement?-The settlers seem to be getting on extremely well "ith their improve
ments; I think I could venture tu say, without any exception; I know of no 
exception. 

985. How long have you resirled in Canada :-X early eight years, 
9~6. I~as your atte~tion .been cal~ed to a point II'hich h~s furnished a good deal 

of dISCUSSIOn a~d cons.lderatlOn, that IS, the capacity of the settler to repay the capital 
advanced for hIS locatIOn, u,P0n the principle ?f paying interest upon that money 50 

a?va.nced, re~eemable at WIll, and cul~1II1enclng at the period of seven years after 
hIS first locatIOn j for exa,mple, supposmg that 1001. were necessary to locate a man 
a~d woman and .three chI!?ren: lIpon a location of an hundred acres, and to give 
h~m al.l that assistance whIch IS nec.essary to ~1I~ him in a condition to go on by 
lll[llselt; would. a settler so lo~ated, III y~ur opmlOn, be enabled, without difficulty, 
to co.mmenc~ the payment of mttrest at five per cent upon that 1001. so advanced 
for hIS locatIOn, at the termination of seven years ~- I have not the least doubt 
of it. 

~IS7· D.o you think he would be able to do it in money or in kind ?-At a much 
carli~r penod he would be able to do it in kind; but I think he would then, that is to 
say I~ seven 'y~ars, be able to do it ill money . 
. g!i8. In glvlllg .t~at answe~, you have reference to your own personal observa

tIon of the condItIOn and clrcu?lstances of that class of persons :-From living 
very near them; frequently paSSIn" throucrh that part of the countrv seein" them 
an~ other settlers, ~'hen they first g~ upon ~heir lands, and seeing theU"t' at th~ expi
rallon of five or SIX years; and, judging from the improvements they make in the 

extent 
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extent of clearing their ground and their buildings, I have not the least doubt that 
the progressive improvements that they make would enable them at the end of five 
years to pay in kind the interest of the money. 

989. Do you think that the opinions of persons who have directed their attention 
to this part of the subject in Upper Canada, would coincide with yours upon this 
subject ?-I have not the least doubt of it. 

990. Are you of opinion, that if it were properly explained to the eettler, previously 
to his leaving this country, that he would be called upon to repay the money so 
advanced to him, there would be any objection on his part so to repay it, or any 
practical difficulty in levying it:-I think not. 

991. If one of 1\Ir. Robinson's settlers were to be asked by a friend of his in 
Ireland, whether he would advise him to accept Government assistance, subject to 
this principle of repayment, or to take his chance in that country without such as
sistance, are you of opinion that the settler would advise him to accept the assistance 
and repay it, or the contrary:-I have no doubt that the settler would advise his 
friend to accept that assistance, rather than to trust to his OWll resources. 

992. Are there very large tracts of land of first-rate quality which would yield 
as good a return as that occupied by :\[1'. Robinson's settlers, that would enable any 
new settler to repay the interest at the end of seven years, if a large number were 
sent out :-1 am sure there are. 

993. Are there large tracts of land as good as that now occupier! by Mr. Ro
binson's settlers ~-x 0 doubt, and a great deal that would be better. 

994. Is there much demand for labour in that part of the U nitetl States 
adjoining on Upper Canada :-At present there is, on account of the canals there 
cutting. 

995. Is the canal between lake Erie and Ohio finished )~ Not yet. 
996. Is there a considerable demand for labour ?-So much ''0, that I have 

occasionally met with the emigrants going to the States to work for a few winter 
months. 

997. Have any of ~I r. Robinson's settlers ,gone over to the U niter! States, 
tempted by that de:naml :--In December last I passed through that country in 
going to the sessions, and I had occasion to stop at one of their cottages; one of 
the settlers was pre flaring to go to work at the canal for the winter, with the 
intention of coming back as soon as he could get to work lIpon his own land 
again. 

998. Do you know any thing of the number of voluntary emigrants that go to 
Quebec annually ?-Only from newspaper accounts; I have occasionally been at 
Quebec and seen ship-loads arrive. 

999. Do you know whether the number of emigrants has much diminished since 
the passing of an Act in 1824, called the Passengers Act ?-l judge merely from 
the newspaper account; I should say not. 

1000. Yuu have stated, that you have no doubt that a settler would be able to 
pay five per cent upon the sum expended in locating him, in five years after his 
arrival?- If it was taken in produce. 

100 J. At what time do you conceive it would be in his power to pay the 
principal, with a view of getting the fee-simple of the estate ?- A great deal 
would depend upon the strength of the family of the emigrant; if he was left 
alone to cultivate the land, I should suppose it would take a greater length of 
time; if he had two or three grown-up sons to assist him, he would very speedily 
do it. 

1002. Supposing that in five years he should be able to pay five per cPOt upon 
the money lent him, how many years would elapse after that time before he would 
be able, according to your judgment, to pay the principle ?-I should say within 
ten years. 

1003. That would double the period ?-Yes. 
1004. Do you consider that in the case of an emigrant located upon the principle 

of 1\11'. Robinson's Emigrants, he would have a temptation after his year was out, 
during which he was rationed by the Government, to leave his settlement for the 
purpose of going over and trying his fortune in the United States ?-N ot if he com
menced immediately on his location to build and improve his land; there might 
b~ some idle character, that would make a bad use of the indulgence, and not clear 
illS land, but I do not know of any instance of it. 

laOS .. Are you of opinion that at the end of the seven years, supposing a man 
to have Improved his land averagely and then to quit his location at the time when 
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the rent became due, that the improved condition of that lan~, ta~ing into consi
deration all the circumstances of its intrinsic improvement an? of Its ?em.g surroun~ed 
by improved land belonging to other settlers, would be a faIr security tor the capItal 
advanced ?-I have no doubt of it. 

1006. If a man bad been industrious for seven years, notwithstanding he were 
burthened with his debt of £. 100, would it be his interest, having cleared his land, 
to remain on that land, subject to that debt, or to go over to the United States if 
he could ?-It would be his interest to remain on his land, beyond a doubt. 

1 OO~. Although it "as subject to the debt ?-Certainly. 
I oo~. l\Iust not the success of those settlers depend upon their having a good 

market for the increased produce they may ~aise?-:-:-F ndoub~edly; they ~asily obtain 
a sufficiency to support themselve~ and theIr famlhes, b.ut. tIll a market IS found for 
the surplus produce, they are not mduced to e~tend theIr Improve~ents. 

1009. Is there a market at present?-I thll1k I may say ~here .IS at present, for 
those living near the ri\'ers, a good market; the sU~'plus g~'alO bel!lg ~aken by the 
lumberers, as they are termed, the people who cut tImber tor the Enghsh and West 
India market. 

1010. Since the Canadian corn was admitted into this country, has there been 
a good market open to them ?-No doubt. 

-] 0 I]. Has the alteration in the law, with regard to the ndllli:'sion of Canadian 
corn into this country, been seriously felt in Canada ;_\Tery much so; and we 
look forward abo to the opening of the \\" Cot India Islands to our produce, which 
would much stimulate the Emigrant settler to exertion. 

1 u 12. Is that intercourse now interdicted ;-- \r e have never enjoyed it; it bas 
been in the hands of the Americans. It will be an excellcnt market for stares, 
and horses and mules, and flour and pork. In fact it would induce the settlers to 
become very industrious. 

101 3. Do you conceive that a good market for the surplus produce of the Can ad as, 
"'hether of lumber or provisions, would be the most likely mode of extending the 
successful industry of that country ?-Undoubtedly. 

John O'Driscol, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

1014. yOU are a resident in the south of Ireland ?-I am. 
1015. Have yOll had an opportunity of reading the Report and Eddence of tbe 

Emigration Committee of last year ?-I read the Report. 
1016. Have you directed your attention to the subject?-Very much. 
1017. l\re you of opinion that in the case of a population redundant in the ~cme 

in which that term has been employed by the Committee, the eX[Jense of sustaining 
that population can be placed at less than 4/. per head :-N ot less, I am sure· I 
should place it at a little more than 4l. per head. ' 

10 18. In the case of a county in Ireland, in which it is admitted that there are 
1,000 persons, in the proportion of 200 men, 200 women, and 600 children, for 
whose labour there i, no real demand, and from whose absence, if they were taken 
out of the country to-morrow, no sort of inconvenience would be felt with reference 
to a~y work executed by ~hem,. or any production,. the result of such work, do you 
consIder that the county In whIch such a populatIon resides can be charged with 
les~ th~n 4,000 I: a year, in some shape or other, for the maintenance of that popu
lat!on ,-There IS no doubt that the county pays that in some way or other; it is 
paId by the land. 

1Olg. Are you of opiniun, therefore, tbat in such a supposed case, to relieve 
that county of t~at surplus population, .charging the county "ith a county rate for 
;.;Ixty year", or WIth some assessment eqUivalent to a county rate to the amount of 
:3~01. p~r annum, wo~ld be a most ~ene~cial measu.re for the interest of the [Jro
prletors III that county ~-I would consIder It so, certamly. 

~ 020 •. Have you had any opport~nity of forming a judgment as to the disposition 
whIch e~lsts. amo~g the gentle~len. m t~e south of Ireland to meet a proposition 
for Emlgratl~n WIth, any contnbutlOns In any shape, for the purpose of carrying 
the measure m~o effect r-I have conversed with a number of gentlemen, particu
larly that class In the county of Cor~ that are generally upon the grand juries, and 
they generally appear to me very anxIOUS that some measure of this kind should take 
place, and they are very willing to contribute towards it. withont havina any specific 
plan upon the subject. 0 -

1021. Have you ever been able to ascertain to what extent allY person or persons 
. would 
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would be ready to go upon such a plan; for example, how much per head they 
would pay upon the populatIOn ?-The way in which 1 have generally put it, was 
by proposing a small tax to the amount of about a shilling in the pound upon tbe 
county rate; such a tax would much more than cover the proposed 300 t. a year 
for 1,000 persons. My own plan was, to propose that that tax of one shilling in 
the pound upon the county rate should be divided betwee.n the tenant and the land
lord; that the tenant should be at liberty to deduct half, If not the whole, from the 
rent of his landlord; as both parties would be benefited, both parties would have 
a right to contribute. 

1022. Are you of opinion that the grand juries in the counties of Ireland would 
be the proper source from whence any arrangement of tbis sort should proceed~-
1 think the consent of the grand juries would be very material, and I have no doubt 
of the consent of the grand juries, if the measure were t:xplained to them; I think it 
would be well however to have the authority of Parliament, enabling the grand juric~ 
to act, in case they should consent to such a measure. 

1023. When does the grand jury of Cork assemble ?-About the 30th of 
March. 

1024. What contiguous counties would you select in the ~outh of Ireland, in 
which this que~tion of emigration would be entertained \\'ith the dcepe5t interest;
-I would select the county of Cork, which is the county I am best acquainted 
with; 1 think that Cork, and Limerick and Kerry, would all c:oncur in the measure, 
and, I have no doubt, all the counties of the south of Ireland. 

1025. Do you conceive that it would be likely that from the interest of landlords, 
the Committee might calculate UPo\! getting individual conditions of provision for 
the remuneration to be paid by charging their properties ?-I am sure some indivi
duals would contribute, but there would be a difficulty as to the Illode of raising 
that voluntary contribution; I think a general measure would be more ,atisfactory, 
provided it were such a light measure as would not be felt. 

1026. Has there not been a tendency exhibited in Cork, towards the establish
ment of something in the nature of a poor-rate:-There W;),; n strong disposition 
manifested upon the subject, which grew out of the very severe distress in Cork, 
which distress is considerably aggravated since that period, 

1027. '''as not that distress occasioned by a great CXCl"i of population unem
ployed ?-Yes. 

1028. 'Vas not that disposition to create a poor-rate met by a very general 
expression of opinion, that a poor-rate, intended to keep thhe people at home, 
would be utterly ruinous to the country?-That was the general impression; public 
opinion was very much divided; on the one hand they were pressed by the excessive 
poverty and misery of the people, on the other hand there was a great reluctance 
to incur a permanent tax of that description. 

1029. 'Vas not there a general meeting held at Cork, under the pressure of 
~xtreme distress, which led to a sort of admission that a poor-rate was necessary, 
or was advisable, in order to support that population ?-There was. 

1030. Was not that immediately followed up by parochial meetings in Cork, in 
which a general opinion was expres~ed that the property of the parishes would be 
utterly unequal to such support?-That was the fact; the general meeting was 
a meeting to which all persons were admitted, and they carried the question of the 
poor-rate by a very large majority; afterwards, when the householders met in the 
parishes they were very generally against it. 

103 I. Do you conceive that, as an alternative to that evil, owners of property 
in the county would, either by general taxation or by some arranged Illode of 
contribution, be ready to meet the expenses of a measure of emigration: - I am 
sure many would be very willing. 

103:1. Are you acquainted with the county of Limerick?- I know many of the 
gentlemen of the county of Limerick, but I have not much acquaintance with 
that county. 

1033. Are you acquainted with the tenants of the county to any extent r-Not 
a great deal. 

. 1034. Are you not aware, from your general knowledge, that most of the 
dIsturbance that has prevailed in that county, and which more or less breaks 
out every nolV and then, has arisen from under-tenants dispossessed, whose resi
dence uP.on the ground is mischievous, not only to ~he principal. landlord but 
to the IIllddle farmer of the country ---I am sure it IS the prIncIpal source of 
disturbance. 
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103.5. Do you not conceive that a benefit, territorially, would .be derived to the 
proprietors, if they Ilere to substitute a moderate tax upon .thelr l~n~ for the de
duction from their profits which arises from a pauper. population eXisting .wh? pay 
no rent ?-Undoubtedly, I think it would; and I tlunk they are now begmnmg to 

understand that point pretty well. ... . 
1030. Are you of opinion that among the numerous c.lass. of petltlo?mg emi

grants in the south of Ireland, there woul.d be any re~1 o.bJectlOn on theil' part to 
bind themselves, and to consent voluntarily to the pnnclple of repayment of the 
money advanced in their location, provided it were Simply and. clearly m~de ou~ to 
them: that it was only by such repayment that they could obtalll that assistance ~
I alll sure there would be no objection in tbe world; the people are extremely 
anxiolls to get away. If they had any p!ospect 0'£ repaying the money, they would 
have no difficulty in making themselves liable for It. . 

103i. Are you decidedly of opinion that if tha.t ,,:ere duly explaln~d .to t~e~ 
it would not present a serious objection to the realizatIOn of a plan of EmIgratIOn ~ 
-I do not think it would present any objection. . . 

1038. Has the subject of Emigration occupied very general attcntl.on m Ireland, 
as a means of relievinn' the distress and the inconvemences tbat occur 111 that country 
from over population?-It does at present occupy a c;onsiderable degree of attention 

amongst the gentry. . . 
1030. As the attention of the gentry has been occupIed 111 that ""al', do you 

conceive that any general questions emanating from tlJi, COlllmittee t? tile Grand 
Juries in Ireland, would be likely to bring full explanations and replies upon that 
subject --I think it would be useful to have such general questions proposed; but I 
think it would be bctter if some person were to takc those questions to thelll, and 
were ready to answer such inquiries as the Grand Juries might make upon the 
subject. 

1040. Do you conceive that any person being SEnt to Ireland \\ ithout such 
questions, would be enabled to make his explanations in such manner as would 
bring the views of the Grantl J lilies in Ireland satisfactorily under tile vic\\' of this 
Committee?-That would depend upon the person who \\a, sent; I shoultl think, 
if a proper person were sent, there would be no doubt of it at all. 

1041. How do you conceive that any lJroper person who was sent witbout 
defined instructions, could communicate the "iPII'" of tllis Committee? -1 think 
his instructions ought to be defined. 

1042. In every counly in Ireland it is supposed that there may be mJ.ny III0l'cr
ties which have too great a number of people upon thcm, and otbers \\ Liel] kl\e 
not too many; in that case are YOll of opinion that the gentlemen in tiIOCi(; relative 
situations would be equally I\'illing to impose a permanent burtben IIpon their 
property, for getting rid of a general excess of people in the county ?--l am in
clined to think that all the parties 1V0uid contribute; for this reason, that the pro
perty which has only a sufficient number of population, is very much injured by a 
contiguous property which has too much. The pauper population of an over
peopled estate prey upon the population of the neiahbourina estate, which has not 
more than its due proportion of people; they live ul~on their "charity, and ofll'n steal 
from them; ~bey are a great nuisance to the neighbourbood; and it would be nearly 
a~ great a relief to the estate that has not more than its proper population, to get 
nd of the ~uperabundant population upon the neighbouring estate, as it would to 
tbat estate Itself. 1 bave found it to be the case in the country that a neiahbourin rr 

I d . . '"'' property over-peop e , was a great nUisance. 
1043: Are you of opinion that the gentlemen in the difterent counties of Ireland, 

"ho m!ght assess their property for the purpose of removing the over-abundan~ 
populatIOn, would take means. by tbeir after mode of letting their lands, to 
prevent a recurrenc~ of over numbers ?-I can only speak from what appears to Lc 
!he very ge~leral feelmg upon th~ subject; all the gentlemen I have cOllYcrsccl II ith, 
111 tbe soutn, of Ireland, ar~ quite aware of the necessity of taking such measures, 
and most ot them are takl11g them progre,sively, as it comes within tbeir power 
to do ,,0. 

1044. Are you of opinion that if in the first instance a aeneral charae was made 
UP~11 the county ra~es, for example, upon which the sum ~ecessary fo~ the contr~
butlOn .of that partIcular county was to be raised, it would diminish an'· 0 bjectio!1 
tl,.at mIght arise upon the part of persons who do not consider them;elves ind\
vldually so much benefited as others from the result of theemil1ration if it we re 
:0 be part of the arrall~ement, that persons specially benefited by l:avmg. thei~ 

propertic; 
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properties cleared of their surreptitious tenantry, were to contribute a certain sum 
per head, 2/. for example, which 2/. should be applied in purchasing up the county 
rate so as to diminish it as a general tax upon that county ?-I am sure that such 
an ;rrangement as that would be considered a very fair one, and would take away 
any objection that might arise from the tax being too general. 

J 045. Where does that circuit commence, which terminates at Cork ?-It com
mences in Clare, and goes to Limerick, from Limerick to Kerry, and terminates in 
Cork. 

104.6. Do you know on what day it commences at Clare ?-About the tenth or 
twelfth of March. 

Sabbati, 10· die Martii, 1827. 
John Smith, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

1047.-YOU are a banker, residing at Oundle in the county of Northampton?
I am. 

1048. What is the population of the parish of Oundle?-About 2,500. 
1049. What is the principal trade or occupation of the parishioners ?-They 

follow general trades; there is no manufacture of any description. 
1050. What is the amount of the poor-rates in that parish ?-From three to four 

thousand a year. 
1051. Are there any persons in that parish, for whose labour there is no demand ?

A vast many; when 1 say a vast many, there are generally from forty to sixty 
employed upon the roads, doing little or nothing. 

1052. What is the manner in which the parish proceed with respect to those 
persons for whose labour there is no demand ---They are paid from the puor-rates; 
they are sent to the overseer of the highway, to employ them in the best way he 
can, and they are paid from the poor-rates. 

1053. Can you furnish the Committee with any estimate as to the expense of 
a family consioting of a man, a WOl1lan, and three children, who may bt: utterly out 
of employment during the year ?-Tbey receive lOS. a week. 

1054. Docs that 26/. a year include every thing?-We do not provide any thing 
for them; we do not pay any rent; there is no additional expense to the parish 
for them. 

1055. In the case often families, in the proportions ofa man, a woman, and three 
children, costing, according to your estimate, 26/. a year to the parish, do you think 
that, provided those parties IIcre disposed to emigrate, the parish would be glad to 
avail themselves of an opportunity of removing those parties by emigration, charg
ing their poor-rates with an annuity for ten years, to the extent of 7/. for each 
family, an Act of Parliament being passed, preventing their coming upon the parish 
again ?-They would be very glad to get rid of a great many of them, but the 
parish has a great difficulty in paying the rates; there is some little unccrtainty about 
their continuing upon the parish; lIe have certainly people of that description wh<'l 
are maintained by the parish after the rate I have stated, but there is some pro
bability of their not continuing for ever upon the parish; they sometimes change, 
they· get into employments, and others get out. I am scarcely able to give an 
opinion upon the subject, but I think they would be willing to pay a charge of that 
description, sooner than that the whole of the population should continue upon thcm, 
because I consider it is a most grievous thing. 

1056, You will understand that the parties proposed to be removed must be 
healthy persons, fit for labour, and within certain ages; and they are not to consist 
of the old and infirm --Certainl\'. 

1057. The circumstances qu;li(ying them to become emigrants in the view of 
the Committee, would be, that tht:y should be paupers, and that they should be 
able bodied; if tbey were habituated to agricultural employment, so much the 
bettcr; but if they were able-bodied, tbe mere circulllstance of their being mechanics. 
would not of necessity disquali(y them ?-I think, in that case, the parish would 
be very glad to comply with the propositIOn that is made; I think, if it had been 
for agriculturists only, there would be some little question about it. \Ve have 
a great many mechanics that are great incumbrances, such as carpenters, masons, 
tailors, and shoemakers, and that sort of people; there i~ such a redundancy of 
them, that they keep increasing yearly, and it destroys the good intentions of 
those that would work. They are put upon the road, a parcel of them together., 
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they do nothing at all; they go in the morning just when they please, they will 
not go out at tbe proper time of day, and they go home alm?st when they please, 
and they are paid according to their families; they are paId as much as a man 
can eam when he goes to hard labour; therefore a man that has b~en in the 
habit of going to hard labour, says, I will not go to work any longer, I wIll go upon 
the parish. ., . . . 

1058. Do vou think there would be any indIsposItIOn upou t~e part of those 
paupers, when the tiubject was fully explained to them, to avaIl themselves of 
emiaration ?-I should think there would not; I have no doubt several of them 
wot.:ld be very glad of the opportunity of .going: I ~ave here a letter fr?m a ~an 
that was transported from Oundle, requetitmg hIS famlly to be sent to hUll, stalmg 
the great comforts he is now enjoying. 

[The l¥itl/ess delivered in the same, which was read, as follows :] 

" Sonth Creek, Sept. 14th, 1825. 
" My dear Wife.-I have been anxiously waiting to give you some account of 

myself, and the country I am come to, but it was useless for me to give you hear
say account; I have now seen enough to satisfy me it is far before England, for 
a poor man and his family. When I landed in Sydney. I was taken off the storeS 
by a Capt. King of the Royal Navey, and sent to one of his estates at the South 
Creek, on the great western road, and sun after removed to one estate of his over 
the mountain, about 150 miles from Sydney, in the district of Bathurst Plains, 
and have been a shepherd ever since; my master and me agrees very ",ell.-and 
was my wife and family here, I should be as happy as any man in the world. 
This part of the country is very much like England-the winters and summers
and exceedingly healthy; its a choise thing to hear of anyone being ill. As 
I am now only a ~overnment man to Capt. King, I have hut little chance to do 
much good; 10 I. a year wages, and peck of wheat and i lb. of good beef every 
wk for my mess,-this is more than half the poor in England gets; but if I was 
a free man, I could get land to till, and cattle. Good wages are always given to 
a bonest and industnous man, your ration found you, and a house too to live in; 
no rpnt or taxes to eat up yonr earnings, and what a man gets, is his own. Its 
now in your power to make us both happy for life, and bring up our little ones 
under our own care. The government of England has sent out to all prisoners 
that have good charackter, to send for there \\ ifes and farnileys; and as sun as theay 
arrive. theay are to have there husbands given up them; so that if yeu corne, as 
I know you will, I shall be a free man, and you and the children will be sent out 
free of all expense, to be landed in Sydney. I have made application to my 
master, who is agent here for Capt. King, a :'IIr. Hayes, to give in a pettition to 
government for you to come out by the first ship that comes; if you can brina 
a stock of cloths for the children, do. I don't expect you "ill uring any thing 
but yourself and children. You will soon be recompenced for your journey. The 
voy?ge I. thou~ht was dreadfull, but ~ found it very pleasant;. and so will you more 
so, In thIS partJcular,-I carne a prIsoner, and you are comIn" to make me free. 
My dear wife, I hope you will. make no delay in coming out~ I'll thank you to 
give my love to my mother, SIsters, and brothers; kiss my little babes for mc. 
Accept, my dear Sarah, the prayers of your ever affectionate husband, " 

" " 

Martis, ISO die Martii, 1827. 
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1059. WERE you examined before the Emigration Committee last year?
I was. 

~ 060. You stated before that Committee, your opinion of the capacity of the 
emIgrant to repay money advanced to him for his location in Canada ?-I did. 

ISl7· 1.061. Have )"ou any re~son, at this moment, to change your opinion upon that 
subject ?-I am more ~onvInced of it, from haviug examined the subject; I think 
~hat he could pay the lIlterest, and after the eQd of seven years berlin to pay the 
IIlstalments. 0 

1062. WO'Jld there be any practical difficulty. in the colonies,in leVying tha~ 
money, or much expense mcurred in so doing ?-I should not apprehend that there 

. would 
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would be much expense; I think that agents would undertake to collect it at a very 
low per' centage in small districts. . .. . 

1063. Would there be any temptation to mdlvlduals, at that period, from bein<r 
called on to pay interest, to leave their locations to avoid payment ?-Quite th~ 
reverse; the sum that they would have to pay, would be much less than the value 
oftbe farm. 

1064. Do you think that in case of accident, if persons left their location for 
instance, that the land itself would be an ample security, as a pleoge, for the money 
advanced ?-Quite ample. 

1065. Are you of opinion that those persons in the Canadas, particularly Upper 
Canada, if they were to turn their attention to this subject, woulli concur in your 
opinion on this very point ?-I believe every person who knows any thing of the 
country, and the way in which it is settled, would be of the same opinion. 

1066. Would any danger arise from these payments being called for at any given 
period, so as to make it the interest of the parties to separate themselves from the 
country, to avoid that debt; are you of opinion, that such danger would arise, or 
that the transition from a state of discomfort to a state of comfort, would be such as 
to produce a grateful feeling towards this country?-I am rather of opinion, a grate
ful feeling would be excited; the population of the country is already so great, that 
no apprehension could be entertained of the other consequence, that is, of the people 
being displeased with Government for exacting what they must be convinced was a 
just and proper debt. 

1067. Do you think there would be any disposition in the local legislat~re in 
Upper Canada (under the circumstances of the emigration of persons properly "c
lected, being planted there in the manner contemplated) to give any guarantee or 
assietance, in the way of repayment of this money ?-I apprehend the legislature 
would object to that, merely from their poverty. 

1068. Supposing individuals in this country were to lend their money upon that 
security, would the local government join in a guarantee, taking the lands as a secu
rity, and pledging themselves to the parties lendiug the money?-I think that the 
colonial legislature would hesitate to pledge themselves for the money, but they 
would be very ready to pass any Act, if necessary, making each lot of land liable for 
this debt first, before any other. 

1069. In your opinion, would they give any facilities they could afford?- Yes; 
but I do not think they would pledge themselves, merely on account of their poverty; 
they would be afraid, not of ultimate payment but of delay, which they could not, 
probably, bear. 

t 070. Do you think an individual, with a portion of land amollntina to one 
hundred acres, arriving in Canada, would have a difficulty in raising such ~ sum of 
money upon the security of the land, as would be necessary for its cultivation r
I think that he would, not only on account of the scarcity of money, but because 
the land is of little or no value till labour has been expended upon it, and till it is 
clearert; most people have come to Upper Canada in low circumstances; it has 
been the asylum of poor people since its first settlement, there are few persons there
fore of capital in it. 

1071. What is the rate of interest of money in Canada now r-Six per cent. 
1072. Is there a difficulty in getting a loan on good security upon payment of 

six per cent interest ;-The difficulty is, that there are hardly any capitalists; I know 
but of one or two. 

] 073. Is there any law in Canarta respecting usury ?-The laws of usury of tbis 
country extend to the colonies, but six per cent is made the legal interest there; any 
thing more than that comes under the laws of this cOllntry; thc .common law here 
has been adopted there. 

1 074. You do not think an individual of good character, arriving in Canada with
out funds, could raise money sufficient to enable him to cultivate olle hundred acres, 
giving the land as a security ?-I should think not generally, because the land till cul
tivated is of little value; but a person well known, a half-pay officer, or any person 
who had some other guarantee than merely land, might obtain it. 

1075. Do you think that ifan individual were to lend his moncy to a person of 
character, he would run any risk ?-I think not, and it is illustrated in this way; 
merchants and dealers frequently give credit to the amount in the way of business, 
but they would not lend the money; they will supply articles to that amount, and 
perhaps more, and expect to be paid merely from the produce of the land, knowing 
that the creditor has no other property but that. 
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10 76. Do they in those cases take payment in kind ?-Generally in kind. 
1077. In flour?-In flour, pease, wheat, cattle. and potas~). . . 
1078. You have no doubt, though t1lere ~)i~h~ be a dl1nculty m gett.mg the 

mo.ney, tha~ if the money were .procured, the l~dlVldu.al wo~ld /ep~y the mterest 
which he stIpulated to pay, provIded he were an mdustnous man. -1 es, be could, 
if industrious, easily pay it.. . 

1079. How would he be enabled to pay It ?-From the produce of hIS farm; he 
would raise cattle and (Train of various kinds. 

1080. \rhere \\'ouldhe becertain of finding a market;-The difficulty of finning 
a market has been very much overratEd; there is hardly any part of the co.untry, 
where onE' hundred settlers are established, but II bat a merchant or trader Imme
diately settles him~elf among them. 

108 I. SU pposing there were one hun~red settlers, each one n~ust depend on the 
produce of his farm for the payment of IllS rent, must he not?- '1 es. 

1082. Supposin!! there were ten thousand settlers, lllust not [he same source of 
profit apply to ail, or would they have any other means of payment than the produce 
of their farm?--r\o. 

1083. Supposing that there were an immen,e increase o.f agricultural produce 
arisina from the settlement of ten tbousand persons, no you Hllnk there would he the 
same bcertainty of procuriug a market for the produce of the farms,. as there is at 
present ?-I think a much greater certainty, for at present the quafltIty of produce 
exported from Canada is very inconsiderable; the merchants of Lower Canada 
cannot undertake to supply the West Indies or the Fisheries; but if the settlements 
were increased, and the produce was sufficient to supply the West Indies, and the 
Fisheries along the coasts of Nova Scotia and Labrador, the market would then be 
much more certain than at present. 

1084. You think there is no doubt that the West India market, and the Fisheries, 
would take otf any surplus produce that could be reasonably calculated upon?
Yes, for a very long time. 

I (18:;. Why should the merchant who takes the produce of the farm, and whom 
you say always attends a settlement of 100 persons, refuse to advance the money 
necessary for the cilitivation of the farm, if he gets the land as a security:-He is 
not a nwney·lender, nor a possessor of money; he goes with hi, goods to tile settle
ment to exchange them for produce; he has no money cajJital, he is freqllently very 
much indebted to the merchants of Montreal and Lc uebec for Lis goods, and COIll

manly makes his payments in kind. 
I 086. You have mentioned that if 100 persons settle, the merchant follows tbem; 

can you state what that merchant takes up to the settlement ?-Chicfly groceries, 
hardware, salt, and clothing of various kind,. 

1087. Is not salt a very material article there?-Yes. 
1088. And lools?-Yes, tools for hU5bandn·. 
1089. From "hom does the merchant who follows the settlers, draw the supply ?_ 

The majority of merchants get it from l\lontreal ; some of them have money, and go 
down and pllrchase cheaper, but the greater number get their goods on credit, and 
make returns in produce as they receive it from the settlers. 

1090. What return do they make; can you state the produce :-The produce 
which merchants return is flour, lJot-ash, pearl-ash, and salt pork; they seldom send 
wheat. 

109\. In the evidence of l\Ir. Felton, he says he sold a great deal of land "ill 
tbe province of Canada to Irish and English settlers, at the rate of from three 
quarters of a dollar up to two dollars per acre; that the land wl.ich he sold was 
wholly uncleared, that it was perf:ctly in a state of wilderness, and in a majority 
of cases not (Ven on a road; that III many ca8es the settlers were burthened 1\ ith 
a debt when they comm~nced their operations, amounting to 20 t. a family; and 
that he nel'er ?as exper!enced any difficulty in collecting interest on the capital 
from them at the explratl.un ?f the second, . third and fourth year, and in a majority 
of. ca.ses, ?efore the eXpIratIOn of the thIrd year, he has received part of the 
P!I~clpal In 'payment; he adds, that in a majority of cases they borrowed pro
VISIOns and Implements fro~ the neigbbouring storekeeper, to enable them to 
~ommtnc~ operatIOns, expectmg to pay those advances from the produce" of their 
Inrlustry, m t!J~ sh~pe of ashes ?r provision, in the course of the next year; now if 
the settl:r settlmg III lands so circumstanced, nalnely, almost in a state of wilder
ness, without money, have had 'no difficulty in borrowing from a neighbour
Ing storekeeper such a sum as enabled them to commence their operation:', why 

do 
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do you think there would be any difficulty with settlers who commence their 
operations with much greater advantages (namely. in having their land surveyed, 
and probably on II; road,) in borrol,vin~ money upon the mortgage of lands so circum
stanced ?-There IS no money capItal III the country. If thev \\'ent to a storekeeper, 
they might at once get any article he had in the way of sale-; the word "borrow," 
should have been" purchased on credit those articles, wI.ich they repaid." The 
trader has a profit both on the articles he sells and the pruduce he receives, that is, 
he does not give the settlers so much for their produce as they would hal'e got if 
they had not been in his debt before. 

i 092. Would an honest man, having a free grant of land, be enabled to get from 
a storekeeper, upon credit, such implements allli provisions as would enaule him to 
start in the cultivation of his farmr- There would be some difficulty in regard to 
some of the emigrants; unless the storekeeper considered Ihem industrious and 
active men, he would not trust them; but persons who have heen a year in the 
country, and know hoI\' to work and labour, lIould find no difficulty whatever in 
obtaining necessary supplies from the storekeeper, 

1093. Do you not think that if there was a sufficient security for the money 
advanced (whether or no the sum advanced was in the shape of illlplelllents to the 
amount of :.l0 t. or actually 201. if there was such a security as :Mr. Felton feels was 
~lIfficient) in the cour,e of three or four years the amount would be repaId with 
interest; and is there not capital enough in the colony to enable !Jer~ons to IIJuke 
advances requisite for the purpose ?-Not in money. 

1094. But in implements?-The merchants keep those implements which settlers 
require. 

109:;, What is the distinction between the advance of such implements as are 
necessary for the cultivation of the farm and the provisions necessary for the ~II b
sistence of a family, and the advance of a sum requisite to produce them; -I am 
not sure that I understand that question. 

1096. You say that there would be little difficulty in procuring an advance of 
implements and provisions, but great difficulty in procuring advances of money; 
now is there Clny practical distinction between those advances ?-There is a very 
great local di"tinction; the majority of the people there are farmers, nine-knths of 
thelll; a smail proportion are dealers, they would not be called merchants here; 
tlley are dealers in such articles as are saleable in the country; it is these dealers \\'ho 
make the advances; most of tbe farmers contine thellJselves entirely to their farms, 
and they !lave no money to advance; if they have any money, they generally pur
chase land fur their children, and expend it in that 'lay. 

J 097. There is a difficulty in advancing money ~- Yes. 
IOg8. Is there any practical difficulty in procuring upon credit, with a stipulation 

for repayment, such a quantity of provisions as would enable an honest settler to 
support bis family at first, and such implements as would enable him to practise his 
occupations ?-Certainly not. 

1099. Are the COllJmittee to understand you to say, that if a thousand families 
were to land in Quebec in 18~8, tbere would be no difiiculty in the indi\'idllals, 
whether dealers or merchants, immediately lending these persons such implements 
and advancing to them such food as might be necessary to sustain them until tbey 
were in a condition to support themselves upon credit ?-I made a distinction with 
regard to that: I conceive that with emigrants coming out immediately without 
any capital, the merchants not knowing them, and not being convinced in their 
minds that they would tUI'll alIt industrious, there would be difficulty; uut there 
would be no difficulty ill regard to a person who had rClllained Ion!!; enough to sholV 
tbat he would be a good settler. The merchants or traders must have a moral con
fidence in their own minds that they would be repaid; the difficulty arises from the 
settlers not being known, and coming to a country e~poscd to labour to which they 
had not been accustomed. These tllO !Joints require to ue morally ascertained, 
before merchants \\ ill (rive thelll credit. 

" 1 100. If the only objection is that they are not individually acquuint{,d with the 
character of the settler, and have no guarantee that he is industriolls and lik('lv 10 
produce a useful settler, and that if they did know it, there would be no ol~jeclion 
to th~i.r advancing this food and these implements, do you not consider it a proof 
that. 1~ money were advanced from this country. little or no risk woul~ berun III 

rece~vIng repayment upon the same principle as the local agent receIves It trom 
the II1dividual settler with whom he is acquaiuted ?-There is not any Jittt:,rence; 
"hal I mean to say is, it would be II matter of prudence lVith th:.; merchant; he 
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must see the probability of being repaid, and that pr.udence d.ictates ~e should kno" 
the person with whom he deals, and to whom he gIves credit; hut If the. adv~ncE; 
is made to those persons who go upon their lands as to the two last emIgrations. 
there is not any body but what would credit them at once. 

1 101. Supposing a party of emigrants landed in Canada, and that they had such 
a character for honesty and for ability in this country as that th.e G.overnment would 
be induced to make a free grant of land to them, do you not think It w~uld. be taken 
by the parties in the colony, that they must be I~en w?o. w:ould maintain a good 
character in the country;-The merchant would Judge lIldlvlduaJly of each person 
for himself; it is impossible to give a general guarantee:. . 

1102. Do YOIl think it possible that nny legal associatIOn might be formed ?-It 
would assist; but if the merchant were a prudent person he would look at each 
individual himself. 

1103. Do you think it possible that any Company could be formed in Canada, 
to supply these persons with implements and provisions upon a Jarger scale than 
could be done by individuals taking the land only as a security for repayment ?-l 
doubt that, from want of capital; I do 1I0t think a Company could carryon the 
business so profitably as private individuals. 

1104. Su pposing an advance were made of provision and implements, for which 
a small amount of capital would be necessary, would not the dealer have this 
inducement first, a sale for his commodities by finding a purchaser of them, and 
next the land which would be a sufficient security for the repayment?-The land 
would be a sufficient security, but I am not prepared to say that a Company could 
easily be created in the Canadas; it would be difficult to show the necessity of 
forming a Company to do what can be better done by individuals, and there would 
be still greater difficulty in showing that there would be any particular profit 
from it. 

1105. Do you not think a person lending money in Canada on the spot, ad
vancing £.20. in money, implements and provisions, would have a better chalice of 
procuring repayment for his advance, than a person lending money in this country? 
-From his local knowledge he would have a better chance. 

1106. Are you not of opinion that money is worth more than 61. per cent in 
Canada ?-In truth it is, but we cannot get more, legally. 

1107. Do you not think that if the laws respecting usury were altogether repealed, 
money would be anxiously taken at a much higher interest than 61. per cent ?-In 
many instances it would; the way in which merchants deal gives them much more 
profit than the per-centage; they would not lend money; they get a profit upon the 
articles they sell to settlers, they get his produce at such a rate as enables them to 
get a profit from Montreal, when they send it to their own merchant; therefore 
money is seldom lent in that country. 

1108. Are you not therefore of opinion that if there were no laws at all upon the 
subject of usury, that money would in fact be worth more, and that more than 6/. 
per cent would generally be given for it ?-More would be frequently given. 

1109. You have stated, ~hat. to a person of good ~redit and respectability, 
a merchant would have no objection to advance food and Implements to the amount 
of 20l.?- Yes. 

~ I 10. But from want of capital in Canada, is it probable that if a great influx of 
emigrants were to go out to that country, that any merchants there could advance 
these person~ food and implements to any considerable extent on credit ?-I think 
they would, If they had the guarantee I mention, or if they were morally convinced 
tbat the persons \\ ere worthy of credit. 

III I .. Do you think the merch~nts g~nerally have capital enough to allow of such 
long credit as \I ould be necessary 111 then· general transactions for these advances ,_ 
~he settlers would scan be able to make some re-payments to the merchant, for he 
Iwuld be on the spot to receive any produce the settlers had to spare and they 
would soon ~pare a little. ' 

1112. Do tbey not find difficulty in collecting the debts they create ?-Sometimes, 
as they depend ~Ipon the produce Gf tbe lands; but a great number of merchants 
have made conSiderable fortunes tbere. 
I II 13· Are the merch~nts generally punctual in their payments, or the reverse?

am not pI epared to give an exact answer to that question I do not think they 
~re more backward in paying their debts than people gener~lly are; some pay by 
Instalments, some pay punctual, and some not so punctual. 

1114· A gentleman, Mr. Felton, h.as stated, "I am so convinced of the great 
facility 
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facility which' settlers, enjoying the advantage proposed to be afforded to them, 
posseS!! to make th~ir p~y~lents in the terms prescribed, til at I should have no 
hesitation whatever III bmdmg myself to the extent of 10,000 t. to make up any 
deficiency in the payment of the first year's interest in either of the two provinces, 
provided that a proper degree of judgment be exhibited in the location of the 
settlers on the land;" are there many l\fr. Felton~ in the Canadas?-Very few 
are able to risk so much, but almost every gentleman in the provinces would risk 
something; I would risk 1,000 t. upon the sallie ground, but I could not risk so 
much as 10,0()01. 

1115. But are there many individuals of property who would guarantee the 
repayment, in various sums from 500 t. to 10,ouot. ?-l think there are many. 

1116. Supposing individuals in this coulltry were to lend money upon the security 
of this land, do you not imagine, without difficulty, some machinery might be 
devised in the provinces, to enforce payment as well as if the parties lending it were 
there themselves ?-Yes, I think so. 

1117. Do you not believe the local legislature would give every facility to the 
enforcement of the payment, nnder such circumstances?-With the greatest 
pleasure. 

1118. You have no doubt that the King's Government would give every possible 
assistance ?-Certainly not. 

1119. Do you think, with the unittd assistance of the King's Government and 
the local legislature, there would be any danger accrue to the parties in this country 
who lent their money ?-N 0; and I was thinking of proposing a scheme in this 
country to facilitate settlers, and lend them mOlley, depending on repayment at the 
end of se\'en years. 

1120. Are the Committee to understand, that it is the general want of capital in 
the country, where there is a small population and a great quantity of fertile land, 
which is the reason why money cannot be immediately advanced in the colony on 
this security?-Unquestionably; want of capital entirely. 

1 121 Is there a considerable portion of the clergy reserves at present under 
lease?-Yes. 

1122. Are the rents paid for these lands, or are they let at a nominal rent, 
which is received?-There was no means of getting these rents, until a few 
years ago. 

11':.13. 'Vllat were the difficulties in getting these rents, which would not stand 
in the way of getting rents from other lands ?-Thcre was no person, till lately, 
who had any interest ill enlorcing their collection; and there was a difierence of 
opinion among the crown officers, whether it should be by common process or by 
extent, as belonging to the crown; a considerahle sum has however been collected, 
and there will be little difficulty hereafter in making the payments regular, if proper 
care is taken. 

11 ~4. Are the payments now made or not, in fact ?-The payments are getting 
more and more regular every year. 

1125. Do you consider there is any difference in principle between the rent of 
the clergy reserves and the rent of any other lands whatever, or that the security 
is better in one case than in the other?-The people think that rent paid from the 
clergy reserves is an easy sort of rent; they conceive that other persons would be 
much more severe, and demand a higher rcnt. 

1126. Would the inference you draw from that he, that you would be more 
likely to receive rent from the clergy reserves than from other lands '-N ot more 
likely. • 

1127. What is the reason you have to expect they will be paid from other 
lands when the rents are heavier?-I said I did not apprehend there '''ould be 
any great difficulty whenever proper machinery was adopted, which i3 not the 
case at this moment. There has been a delicacy; the reason of waitin cr for the 
decision of the Crown officers was this, that in one process it was expel~~ive, and 
would eat up the rent for five or six years, it is so small, and it is a matter of con
sequence to ascertain that point first; but I apprehend there will be no difficulty 
in future. 

11 ~8. Are the Committee to understand, without recourse to some process of 
law, those rents would not be properiy paid ~-That would not lie often the case if 
they were exacted regularly. 

1129. Has it been the case yet ?-It has, with regard to t~le. c1erg~ re~erves.. . 
1130. Do you not think that the facl of an ell.ligrant gammg a tee-simple III hIS' 
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property would be an additional reason for his paying the rent for that, than for the 
clel~gy reserv.es ?-I mentioned in my evidence la.st year, that t~e:e was an .obj~c tion 
agamst rcnt III that country; they like the fee-simple, and dislike any thing In the. 
shape of rent. 

1131. Is not rent redeemable the same as fee-simple?- Yes, if it is cOllsidere d 
as interest, or a sum that may be hought up. 

Captain William JllarJhal, called in; and Examined. 

1132. Hi\. VE you had an opportunity of hearing the evidence of Doctor 
Strachan ?-Yes. 

I 133. Have you been in charge of the Lanark settlement?-Yes. 
1134. Are you intimately acquainted with the habits, and circumstances, and 

customs of settlers ?-Perfectly so. 
1135. Do you concur with Dr. Strachan in the opinion, that under proper regu

lation, there is no real chance of this repayment not being effectual ;--1 do concur 
entirely with him. 

1136. You would not hesitate to give your olVn individual opinion to any 
persons inquiring if they should lend their money on such security, advising 
them to lend it ?-Certainly not, I should recommend it as a safe security in the 
long run. 

lJ3i. Taking it upon all average, you would recommend it?-Yes. 
1138. Do you consider, in cases where death or accident nlight remove the 

party, the land in itself would not be a sufficient security ?-It would; as the 
country became settled, it would become more valuable, and thereby become 
a good security. 

11.1Y, How soon do you suppose that a settler of ordinary industry, located on 
his IOU acres, can begin to make any capital at all ?-The general opinion is, and 
I am of that opinion also, that at the end of seven years he would be very aule to 
pay the interest of the money he may receive. 

1140. How much money, or money's worth, at the end of seven years, will it be 
in the power uf that settler to pay annually ?-It depends on many circumstances. 

1141. If a settler had loul. lent bim, ,,'itbin what period of time "'ould be be 
able to pay 51. per cent interest upon tbat sum, and in what period of time would 
he be able to pay uack the principal r-At the end of seven years he certainly would 
be able tu pay interC',.t, and that \lould al\\'ays urge him to pay tbe principal as early 
as possible. If the interest is rigidly exacted, no doubt he would find it his interest 
to pay the principal in the course of time. It would depend upon what his family 
consisted of, wlJetbcr they could render him any service or not. 

11..1,2. Would be not be able to pay more than five pounds worth of produce 
at the end of seven year:; :-i\lo.st undouutedly he would. 

1143. Could he pay more?-Yes. 
1144. Do you suppose that at the end of seven years he would be aule to spare 

lOt. worth of produce annually?- I think he woultl. 

J()vis, 15' die _'Martii, 1827. 

'Valter Burrell, Esq. a ~lember of the Committee, made the 
following Statement: 

I 'WI LL shortly give a history of the parish of West Grinstead. The last 
censl~s taken, \las 1219 p.eople:-married men, residing in the parish, 116; 
married \I'omen, II:.!; c1ul?ren, 298; labuurers, 63, constantly employed; 
casually employed, 53; lost time of the 53 people, divided into months, 223, at 
8 s. per week~ t~lC averag~ .expense amounts to 357 t. that ia lost upon the 223 
months. ParIShIOners residing out of the parish, but receiving occasional relief, 
04 men, 64 won?en, 1 87 c.b~ldrell.; of these, constantly employed, 39, casually 
employed, 2i; time lost, (h~'lde~ Illto months, 93-that, multiplied by 8 s. pro
duces 1481. per annu~; thiS Will amount to 5051. loss upon the labour. Com
puted a.ge of th~ mamed. male labourers belonging to tbe parish: from 20 to 30 

yea.rs ot age, 20 III t~le parIsh, and out of it, 12; from 30 to 40 years of age, in the 
parish, 3~: out of It, 2,'j, ",bICh am?unts to 64:; from 40 to 50 years of age, 26 
In the pafl~h, and 20 out ot the parIsh, amountlllg to 46; from 50 to 60 years of 

age, 
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a"e 21 in the parish, and 5 out of the parish; aoave that aae, loin the parish 
~ , ., b • ' 

and 4 out of the parish, amountlllg to 14· There are 182 married lTIeil employed 
in the parish, and 51 farmers; rental of land, 2,8491.; tradesmen, 32 ; trade and 
cottagers amount to 166 t. rental; making a ~otal of 3,0 15 t. For the last four years, 
there have been three assessments of 4S. m tbe pound; the number of acres in 
the parish, 5,2.11. And there is rather a curio']s circumstance as to the births, 
marriages, and baptisms; the COllllllittee will find that in the last ten years there 
have oeen '!06 burials, and the baptisms have amountecl to 413. " 

114.5. Are there any dissenters ill the pari~h ?-A jell', but not to make it of any 
consequence. The lllarriagts in the last ten) car; lVere 82. 

114ti. Has the numbEr of marriages diminished? - Ye5: the marriages in 1817 
were seven; 1 S 18, eleven; 1819, five; 18:20, scven; 18" I, four; 1822, elevcr!; 
1823, eleven; 1824, eleven; 18C!.'), ten; 1 R26, five. Tile allowances in the parish 
are, for a man and his wife, with three children under thirteen, :30 s. for the rent of 
a cottaae; a man and his wife with four childrcn, receives 3/. for rent, and 1 s. 
per we~k for every child above three and under thirteen years old; to these, me
dicine is also given. Persons out of the poor-house, II ho are oceHsionally employed, 
receive 1 S. 6d. to 2S. per head per week from the pari,;h; widows, with a family 
of small children, receire I s. 6d. pCI' head per week; old widows, 2 s. per week. 
It has been the custom of the parish of West Grinstead and the adjoining parishes, 
for many years, to let the boys and Io(irls, from the age of 12 years to 1 ti and 17, 
from Lady-day to Lady-day. by giving their employers from 3d. to 9d. per week, 
and 408. a year for clothes for each, which amounts yearly to from 1;)0/. to 180 I. 
It is supposed there arc from 30 to 50 men out of employment, from tour to five 
mllnths in the year; and for three months, from 70 to 75 who are entirely dEpendent 
upon the parish for support. The number of men, women and children in the 
poor-house, is 40; but in the winter months it averages betweeu 40 and 50, having 
at that time single young men in the house who cannot timl any kind of employ
ment. The parish pays 3s. a head for all in the poor-house, whether oltl or young. 
Tbeamountofthepoor-rateinIScq, lias 1,796/. 148.; inl~:.?5, 1,804/. 2S.; in 
1826, 1,924/. 14S. The real fact of the case i" that several gentlemen, who have 
property in the neighbourhood, have been expendiulo( vcry large sums of money 
in making roads and torming canals, in order to keep them employed. Next winter 
this canal will be completed, we shall have expended 10,000 I. upon it; and if it 
is so severe a winter this year as it was last, we shall expect to have from 70 to 80 

people in the poor-house. I beg to deliver in a letter, detailing the expenses of the 
parish of Pulborough. 

[1'lIe following Letter rim liLli-cered ill.] 
" Sir, 

" I send you the Expenses of the parish of Pulborough in the county of Sussex, 
for one year. You will see that 31St. of the poor-rates are thrown away in idle 
men on the roads; and that in five years, including the highway rates, 3,5521. 
have been expended on the roads, of which 1,932 t. have been taken from the 
poor-rates. In the years ending April ] 824 and 182;), the occupiers of land em
ployed one man on their farms for every 2.5 t. a year rating ill the poor book, which 
continued partly through the year 1826, except by one person occupying 400 
acres, who will not take his proportion, which has induced the other occupiers of 
land to discontinue their proportion, and we have now y::; men on the roads, many 
of them without tools. Is it 1I0t worth considering, whether the determination of 

. a large majority of a parish to employ the agricultural labourers in any way which 
shall not favour one more than another, with the approbation of the magistrates in 
petty or quarter sessions, might not be made le~ally binding on the minority; I 
am alVare that much care must be taken to prevent an unequal pressure, especially 
on small parishes. " I am, Sir, with great respect, 

" Your obedient humble Servant, 

" Pulborough, December 14, 1826." " Joh/I Austill, Rector." 
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PULBOROUGH, SUSSEX. 

Acres, 6,00u; population, 2,000; poor-rates, 2,3191. or 23 s. a head; 
wages, lOS. a week; wheat grown, 700 loads; poor tax, 66s. on each load. 

Expenditure from April 1825 to April 1826 : 
Extra work on the Roads (not required) to employ £. s. d. 

Labourers in want of \vork 318 - f 
Constables, principally on account of Vagrants 23 2 7 
Beadle, to drive away the vagrants 20 
Acting Overseer, salary - 26 
Attending Bench and Justice, and fees and other 

journies and expenses -
Horses and Carts to Petworth, &c. 
Expense of two Appeals, both gained 
County Rate 
Medical attendance 
Churchwardens, instead of a rate -
Relief 

Expended on the Roads, including} 
highway rate, in 5 years -

[Highway Rate, £. 324.] 

1822 

1923 
]824 
]825 
1826 

50 
9 

44 
54 

8 
3 
7 
7 

72 ] 2 
] !;I 

- ],683 

£.2,3]9 

838 

88] 

4 
2 

8 

]2 

]3 
605 ]5 
584 4 
642 

£.3,55 2 7 

2 

8 
6 
3 

3 f 

9f 
]0 

of 
10 

of which £.3,552. 7s. the sum of £.1,932.7 s. has been taken from the poor-rates. 

] 147. Are you of opinion that the distress arising from over population, the 
details of which you have now given to the Committee, as to certain parishes, is 
generally extensive through the weald of Sussex?-Yes, certainly, except in a 
very few small parishes. 

1148. Supposing that the redundant labourers in the parish to which you belong, 
were willing to avail themselves of emigration to any of the possessions of the 
Crown, are you of opinion that there would be a unanimous desire on the part of 
the rate payers to contribute to that object? - I have not the slightest doubt 
about it. 

1149. For example, could you inform the Committee what expense you consider 
to be incurred by the parish, in a family consisting of a man, his wife and three 
children, who may be considered as entirely dependent on the parish for support 
throughout the year, with the exception perhaps of the weeks of harvest r-I should 
say throughout the year without employment, 25t. 8s. it would cost the parish for 
a man and his wife and three children. 

1150. Does that include the rent? - Yes, it inclndes the rent. 
1] 5 I. That is the whole expense of the parish?-Yes, ami without any children 

it would cost ]8/. lOS.; with one child, 21t.; with two children, 22/. 108.; with 
three children, 25t. 8s.; with four children, 29/. lOS.; wit!1 five children, 32/. 2 s.; 
with six children, 34/. I4s. 

1152. ~re Y?1l of opinio.n th.at the rate payers would consent to charge the rates 
of the parish With un annUity tor 10 years of 7l., upon which the sum of sol. 
m.ig~lt be bon:owed, to fUl~nish the mea.ns of promoting the emigration of any parties 
wllhng to emIgrate ?-I s,lOuld say, Without any doubt, they would be very glad to 
do so. 

1153: You are of opinion, then, that the rate payers do not look to the occurrence 
of any circumstances t!Jat.lllay have the effect of preventing those parties continuing 
~h~rgeab!e to the parish r-They look unwillingly to the future; I do not see how 
It IS pOSSIble to go on. 

11 54· You !lave st~ted to the Committee, that that artificial employment which 
has been put IlltO actIOn, must come to an end at no distant period, after which 
the rates woul~ be more se\'erely charged ?-l\Iy Own opinion is, supposing we 
have such a wlllter as the last, that the rales will be very materially increased; 

alarmingly 
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alarlllinO'ly so next year, for I can state that in this district we have ex pended between Walter Burretl, 
15 000 t. and 20,000 t. in the last few years, in the employment of the people; we £<q. 

ha~e cut down every hill in the country, and made new roads; we have made 16 ~ 
miles of new turnpike road right through the country. 151~;al:ch, 

1155. In your opinion, would the rate payers prefer raising 50 t. in two years, 7 
by instalments of 25 t. each year, to spreading it over a period of ten years at 7 I. 
a year, thereby effecting an immediate sensible reduction in the poor-rates ?-N 0, 

because they are all tenants at will, and they would not like to pay down 50 large 
a sum. 

1156. You think there would be a feeling that the best mode would be to spread 
it over a space of ten years ?-Yes. 

1157. Would there be any objection to ten years '-None. 
1158. You are aware that it would ue the intention of this Committee not to 

recommend any class of emigrants to receive assistance, who were not able-bodied 
and competent to work, and within certain ages; do you consider that that restriction 
would make the rate payers less desirous of availing themselves of this system of 
emi?"ration ,-~ 0, uecause we cannot employ the people, as it is; we should be very 
glal to send out able-bodied young men of decent families. 

11.59. Supposing you had no alternative but to pay 8t. instead of it. which 1V0uld 
cover 60/., would any objection exist in the rate payers to incur such a charge ,
I think not. 

116). Do you think that the rate payers would be more disposed to pay an 
annuity of it. or St. for the space of 10 years, for the purpose of raising money for 
this object, or that they would be disposed to pay down the whole sum at once, or 
in two or three years ?-I am satisfied they would prefer the extended period, 
because there is not a man in our country who will take a lease. 

1 161. Do you imagine, from your knowledge of the mllnagement uf the parish, 
there would be any practical diftleulty in receiving fr0111 parishes any cbarge upon 
their rates for that purpose ?-I can see none at all; I would take upon myself to 
remit the money from this parish, to any person appointed to receive it. 

1162. Do you think, as a general rule, there would ue the slightest difficulty in 
arranging with the magistrates or the gentiemen in the neighuourhood, to remit to 
the county treasurer tbat SUIll which by the terms of the arrangement was to proceed 
from the parish ?-I should conceive none at all, any more than in collectincr the 
county rates. Cl 

J J 63. Do you not thillk that every thing connected with the levying and payincr 
this money into the hands of the county treasurer might be carried on bv loc~1 
arrangements in the county, without mixing it up with the Government, or a Board 
of Emigration, if any such were established ?-Certainly. 

1 J 64. If the plan of charging the rates with annuities for 10 or 1 2 years shoulcl 
be acted upon to a considerable extent, would not any in-coming tenant two or three 
years hence find the rates very considerably reduced ~- I should say decidedly so, 
there is no doubt about it; and with respect to people coming in, we know now how 
to manage those things; the only people coming in would be those beloarrincr to 
the parish who resided out of it. ,., ,., 

1165. The question applied to farmers entering into farms?-I have answered 
that question already. 

II tj{). Are you of opinion tbat eftlcient local measures would be taken I>y the rate 
payers in this parish as far as legislation allowed them, to prevent the recurrence of 
a settlement that might lead to a similar redundancy of population, and similar in
convenience ?-I am satisfied it is so much for their convenience and benefit, they 
would look very closely to it. 

• J 167. Have you ever turned your attention to any measure of legislation which 
It would be desirable to pass, to give power to the rate payers to prevent such 
recurrence ?-I know of no way except by pulling down the cottages; I am the 
bolder of a great many cottages, and LIly only reason for keeping them up is, that 
the poor people would have no place to put their heads in if they were pulled 
down. 

1168. Are the Committee to understand that the greater part of this parish is 
you Own property?--No, about 1,700 acres; a great deal is my brother's 
property. 

1169. The class of people to Wh0111 the cottages belong, are landed proprietors? 
- Ye5, gentlemen residing at a distance; some of them belong to the farmers; 
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there are no gentlemen in the parish besides the ciergyman, the Rev. William Wood
ward, and myself. 

I I 70. How many cottages are paid rent for, that do not belong to gentlemen of 
property in the parish:- '. 

1171. You have said, that a man, woman, and three clJlldren cost the pansh 
251. 8 s.; if there was a proposal to remove them, what. ~rould tbe parish be 
prepared to pay down ?-I should say they would be willing to pay 6/. lOS. 

a year. 
I 172. It custs now 251. a year to support these peuple; would there be any 

doubt the parish would be prepared to pay down 2~ I. ?-J should say, as a p!"o
prietor, certainly; but as a yearly tenant of land, havmg no lease, J should decline 
to do so. 

117:1' Do you not consider it very unfair that the present temporary occupier 
should be able to charge his successor with a Ilxed annuity that slJould fall upon 
him alone ?- It would be so beneficial to his successor, that he could lIot object to 
it; I have not the slightest doubt about its succeeding. 

I I 74. To \I hat cause do you attribute the presence of this extra population in 
this parish :-1 should say firot. that Sussex is infinitely the most healthy county in 
England, according to its population returns; in the next place, t~e farmers have 
acted upon a very absurd and stupid plan, they will not employ slllgle men, the 
consequencc is, that a man immediately marries; and they likewise give a premium 
upon population, for they give to a man with four children 1 S. a ,yeek for that fourth 
child, and so on for every othe r beyond that. 

1) i.'i. Are not the wages of a single man redllcerl to the smallest possible sum on 
wbich a sil~gle man can live ?-No, I should 5a)' not; I employ a great nHlny of 
them, and 1 pay them lOS. a week in the winter. 

1170. You say there would be a difficulty in coming forward with an immediate 
sum from a temporary occupant; do you think any arrangement could be made 
between the immediate occupiers and the o'.I·ners of the land, that could facilitate the 
raising of an immediate sum ;-1 should doubt it. 

117i. If powers were given by Act of Parliament to mortgage the rates, and a 
change of tenantry took place before the debt was paid off, the in-coming tenant 
would pay less rent to the landlord than tbe outgoing tenant ?-That depends upon 
the terms of the agreement. 

11 i8. If there was a fixed debt upon the land, and a change of tenantry took 
place before the debt was paid off, would not the in-coming tenant refuse to pay the 
same rent that the outgoing tenant had paid ;-1'0, I think not, in ollr county. 
There is one circllmstance that, I think, I ought to mention: 1 have looked over 
Major Moody's evidence, and I am quite surprised how he should have been able 
to have collected so much information in the short space of time he was there, he' 
must have been extremely active in bis inquiries. In the parishes of Shipley and 
\\' est Grinstead there are select vestries, and each has a permanent overseer. 
I have had hom 20 to 2;' men digging stones this year for me, as a surveyor of 
roads, in order to make a road which is of no consequence, in order that they might 
be employed. 

1179. Do you think there is a strong disposition on the part of those persons UD

employed in this parish to remove to North America of their own will ?-1 do not 
know, 1 never asked any body upon the subject; I only know, as far as the farmers 
and landowners are concerned, they would be very glad to send them. 

1180. What is your opinion upon the subject?-My own opinion is, they are 
very comfortable at home, and they would not like to go; but if 1 could persuade 
a few families to go, and they made a favourable report, that would alter the 
case. 

1181. Have you any doubt that when the real state of the settlers in North 
America was made knuII'n, upon evidence that they could not doubt that there 
would be any difficulty in inducing a few families to go ?-None whate;er. 

1182. Are you [Jot of ~pinion that others would be induced to go, if those families 
made a favourable report ~-I have no doubt of it. 

1183· If the existing Poor Laws were rigidly enforced, and no relief aiven out of 
the workhouse, do you not believe that a rigid execution of it would make the poor 
people willing to leave this country?-Yes. 

I ~ ~4. Do you consider, u~der. the law as it stands, that supposing this sort of 
provlslOll to be made for elmgratlOn, you can take effectual measures against tbe 
mflux of new settlers:-Yes. 

1185. Do 
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1185. Do you allude to any other means than by the destruction of cottages ?
I think uy other means, by the non-employment of people who do not belong to 
the parish. 

1186. Could those means be adopted in parishes where the property was not 
confined to a few individuals of large landed estates ?-I think so, in the weald of 
Sussex. 

1187. Do you think there would not be more difficulty in preventing the re
population of the parish where the land ",as divided among small proprietors?-The 
tenantry have suffered so severely in consequence of this influx of people, that they 
would take measures to prevent it. 

1188. Do you think that the prospect of diminished poor rates would counter
balance in the mind of the small proprietor the loss of the rent of the cottages )
I do. 

1189. Supposing a small proprietor has three or four cottages, for which he 
receives rent, will he consider himself repaid for pulling down those cottages by the 
diminution of the poor-rates from the absence of tenants ?-I answer to that, that 
the poor-rate is so high upon the cottages, that he receives no rent at all. 

1190. You have stated, that in many cases the rent was paid by the parish; 
allowing the rent to be paid by the parish, will not the pulling down of those 
cottages be clearly a real loss to the proprietor?-Yes, a loss to the amount of 
rent of 308. 

J I !)I. Will that loss be made up to him by his proportion of the diminution of 
the poor-rates?-::\ ot if it was a mere cottage. 

1192. Do the poor-rates and the cottage repairs amount pretty nearly to the 
rent ?-I should say to the full amonnt of the rent. 

I 193. Does the parish pay rent for any cottage the inhabitant of which is not a 
parishioner ~ - No. 

1194. Is not the law of settlement so well understood now, generally, that it is 
extremely difficult for a poor mall to obtain a new settlement ~ ····1 do not see holV it 
is possible. 

119.5. Therefore any new comer into the parish, to become an inhabitant of one 
of the cottages vacated by one who has emigrated, could not obtain a settlement in 
the parish ?-N 0, the parish would refuse to pay his rent, \\llich would be 10 I. a 
year to make a settlement. 

1196. Would not the consequence be, that the general rental of cottages through
out the parish 1V0uid fall ?-If the parishes agreed, as I think they ought, not to pay 
rent for any body, most of them would fall down. 

1197. Is it not contrary to the Poor laws, for the parish to pay rent ?-All I know 
is, that if they do not pay rent, a great number of poor would sleep under the 
hedges. 

1 198. In your parish, where rent is paid for cottages, is it entered as rent?
Yes, as rent paid. 

J 199. Not as relien-No. 
1200. Does any power exist at present of borrowing money upon the rates?

I know of none. 
J 201. Do you think there would be any objection to obtaining parliamentary 

sanction for pledging the rates of the parish lor a certain number of years, provided 
the rate did not exceed its present amount ?-I think it must be done by Act of 
Parliament. 

] 202. You think it would be desirable?-Yes, certainly. 
1203. If the tenantry at present feel the weight of a redundant popUlation, how 

is it tbat Lhey may still refuse to empluy any but married men ?-Suppose a man 
is married, with a family, they must keep him with his family; whereas they have 
only to keep the single man, without any family. 

] 204. Have you any poor-house in the parish ?-Yes, it holds from forty to fifty 
people. 

1205. Are you not aware that in Mr. Sturges Bourne's Act there is a power to 
borrow money to enlarge or build a poor-house ?-Yes. 

1206. Then, in point of fact, the charging the parish rates with an annuity for 
ten years, for the purpose of emigration, would only be an extension of the principle 
of .Mr. Sturges Bourne's Act, to allow money to be borrowed upon the rates to 
bUIld poor-houses ?-Certainly. 

1207. Do you not consider that, both in the payment of wages oflabour in aid 
of the farming labourer, and in the payment of rent of cottages out ofthe poor-rate, 
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the country is submitting tv illegal expenses, on account of the extreme distress of 
the population ;-1 do not know how to answer that, as to c~tta~e~, but I sh~uld 
say yes, if the parish paid for the labour of a person u P?n a fal m.' ~uppose ~ ~Ircd 
a labourer, and gave him only six shilli.ngs, and the pansh made It up len shlllmgs, 
I should say that this would be wholl~ Illegal. . _ .. .. 

1208. And that is countenanced m your parISh ,-N 0, It IS not, \\e have ?e
cided against it; and 1 beg to add, that in my memory, ~wenty-!our or twenty-live 
years ago, single men were kept by the fanners, and h.v:d wlt.h them, th~y _all 
dined toaether at the same table, but that has been long gl\cn up, and the lea~on 
was in ~onsequence of the tax that was levied,. for if when a fa~m~>r carne home 
from market and one of those labourers took hiS horse and put It mto the stable, 
he was surch~rged; and that was the reason of its being given up. 

Mr. Thomas Bradbury, called ill; and Examined. 

1209. WHAT parish do you belong tor-The parish of Great Horwood, in 
Buckinghamshire. . . . . 

1210. Are you overseer in that p~nsh ?--:Not at thIS WIle.; I have been: 
1211. You are intimately acquamted with all the details of the pansh rales? 

-Yes. 
121:2. Have you had an opportunity of hearing the evidence just gil·en before 

the Committee ?-Yes. 
1213. Do you concur in opinion with the Memher of the Committee, just 

examined, that" it would be to the interest of the rate payers to consent to mOl r~a~e 
their rates for a certain period of years, to raise money for the purpose of emi
gration ?-Yes, I think it very desirable indeed; 2nd I think the people would be 
willing to emigrate. There is olle point in rCl!ard to paying rates of labour, it is 
an ad vantage to the large proprietor to pay the labourers out of the rates; for the 
small occupier, who does his labour himself, pays part of the large occupier's 
labour, which is very unfair; aud it swells tlie rates more than it lIould other
wise do. 

1214. You are of opinion tbat if the poor in that part of the country where you 
live, were made sensible of the indepemknce \yhich, under circumstances of in
dustry, they might obtain as emigrants, there l\"Quld be no continued disposition on 
their part to refuse to become emigrants :-1 should think not; but such a case has 
never been proposed to them, and I cannot answer for it. 

12 15. 'Vhat would you be disposed to estimate, in your part of the COllntrv, the 
expense of maintaining a man, woman, and three children, supposed to be e~Jtirely 
dependent on the parish for a whole year~-l should think somewhere allout 251. 
or 261. 

1 216. You do not think, in point of fact, less than that j, incurred in their 
maintenance?-K 0; the quantity of labourers in the country where I live, is about 
one-thin': more than can get regular employment, so that one-third is supported at 
parochial expense. 

1 ~ 1 i. If that one-third was removed, just as much real work would be done in 
the country as is now done r-Yes, undoubtedly; they are employed in some ..... ay 
or other, but the other two-thirds would do the iabour. 

12.18. Are you ~ot .aware that the c?ndi.tion of that two-thirds is very much 
deteriorated and prejudiced by that one-thu'd tor whose labour there is 110 demand? 
- Undoubtedly. 

121 9. Have you any doubt there would he a disposition on the part of the rate 
payers to promote emigrati.on, on the principle of .co.ntributing, either by paying 
the money down, or cbar~~n? the .rates;. and .tl.lat If It was dnly explained to the 
poor, t.here. w0.old be no d~ffic~lty 111 their aVaJlmg themselves of such opportunity 
fo~ en~lgratlO.n ,-1\0; I thmk It would be very much to their advantage, and no 
objectIOn to It. 

1220. Are there any manufactures in vour parish :-N"one at all except the lace 
manufacture by females." , 

1 :2:21. Is not the condition of the poor a suffering condition ?-It is miserable-: 
I took do":n an account, tl~e otbe: day, from a man who was some years older 
than my~el.t; I reme~nber hiS cOlllmg mto. the pa:ish with his wife, 50 years ago;, 
he wa~ Slltlllg do~'? III my house, and I said to hllIl, Thomas, can you remember 
the price of prov~slOns when you first came to the parish? he said he could; &n~, 
I got a pen and 10k and calculated every article, and the price of . provisions in 

those 
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those times. I then asked him what his own rent was; he happened not to be in 
the same situation always, but he lived in the same house then as formerly, he told 
me the rent; the price of provisions I had got down in another column in these 
times; and I found by that calculation, that his labour would be exactly the same, 
provision for a man with a wife and four children, as now. 

1222. You mean a single man's lahour?-Y es; it would be the same provision 
as was allowed now for a man, his wife and four children. 

J 223. Without any power of supplying himself with clothing?-Yes, without 
that: his labour was 68. per week, now it is about 88.; and therefore there are only 
28. to pay for all those extraordinary prices of provisions. 

1224. Do vou not consider that the main reason of the di,tress of the labourers 
now, compared with what it was then, arises from the redundancy of labourers, and 
the consequent depreciation of the price of labour?-Yes. 

1225. Who pays the cottage rents in your part of the country?-Chiefly the 
occupiers. 

1226. Are they paid out of the parish rates ?-N o. 
1227. Do you think that the proprietors of cottages would be disposed to resist 

this plan of Emigration, in consequence of losing the rent of those cottages ?-N 0, 

I do not. 
1228. You are of opinion that their sense of the distress of the poor, and the 

inconvenience of the present system, would superiiede any objection on account of 
the loss of rent?-Y es; I think they would be disposed to emigrate, most of them; 
they cannot be more miserable than they are. 

] 229. Have you ever happened to hear this subject of emigration talked of?
Yes, we have read it in the papers. 

1230. Have you ever heard any expression on the part of these poor people, 
that they would be dis posen to go?-N 0, but I have not a doubt when it is com
municated to them in a fair light, that they would be willing to go; there are 
many of them now going to the United States from several parts of our county; 
there may be some gentlemen here from Kent; I have this morning seen a friend of 
mine, who says a gentleman in Kent is sending them off by waggon loads to the 
United States now, and those that went first, that emigrated from this principle, are 
sending for all their relations and friends they can get to go over. 

1231. Have you any further explanations that you wish to give to this Com
mittee ?-N ot any thing particular, that I know of. I must say this, that I have 
been a farmer to a largish extent, till unfortunately I had a large family, and my 
business was renuced. I have had a great deal of practice in parish affairs, and 
farming of all descriptions, and 1 think nolV the farmers take too much advantage of 
the labouring community; by being overburthened, they press them too much; there 
is a great deal of theft and sheep-stealing about the county, arising from that; 
necessity drives them to it; there has been a wonderful number in Aylesbury gaol, 
for sheep stealing, and robbing hen-roosts, and those petty things; the gaol has 
been thronged with them; it is distress that drives them to it. I know two or three 
who bore a very good character, but the distress of the times has driven them to 
commit those things which they had never done before. 

1232. Do you not believe that if Emigration IIUS to take place, that that description 
of crime would be very much diminished?-Yes, I do; and when it is properly 
explained to them, I have not a doubt many would be willing to go. 

1233. Do you think that the parishes in the neighbourhood would object to paying 
l, .. 8. a year for ten years, for the removal of a man, a woman, and three children, 
supposing such family to be entirely a charge throl1ghout the year upon the 
parish ?-If they consider it in the right light, as I should, I think they will be 
in favour of it, rather than keep them at home; I think that it would be an advan
tage to them. 

J 234. You have stated, that the expense is 1,.25. a year; consequently the 
immediate saving would be {,.17. a year?-Yes. 

1235. Then the only question for consideration would be, whether there is any 
chance of the poor-rates being diminished from natural causes during the next ten 
years, that could prevent their agreeing to such a proposal?-The· rates fluctuate 
according to the price of bread and wheat. 

1236. Have the poor-rates been increasing?-Yes, they have. 
1237. Do you see any chance of the poor-rates diminishing considerably in yo~r 

part of the country, unless a great portion of the poor are removed ?-No, there IS 

no chance whatever; they are more iikely to increase. 
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1238. Do not the poor live very hard?- Yes. ... . 
1239. What is the COInmon diet upon which a labourer and Ills fumlly are hVlIlg? 

-Chiefly bread, very little cl"e; oillya bit of meat on Sunday. 
1240. What sort of bread ?-Thcy have it at the bakers clllCfiy, it is a sccondary 

sort. 
1241. And tea?-Yes. 
1 :.!42. Without surrar:-,-Y c,. 
1 ~43. Or milk ?--=Yes, tea threc or four times a day, if they are women. 
1244. They get no milk. ?-There is v.e~y little milk to be had, or suga.r; if YOll 

consider the allowance of SIX or seven SfJllllllgS a week for a man and IllS lanlll)" 
there is not much sugar to be had. . . . _ . 

1245. What are the rates you give to persons III your parbh:-There IS an 
allowance for children. 

) :.146. "'hat is the principle upon ,,·hich yon give that allowance to persons having 
families in your parish ?-They give after the rate of one shilling each <:hild more 
than two, when under ten years of age. 

124i. When they arc under two, you give nothing?-No, only the weekly al. 
lowance, and that would be about seven shillings a week. 

1248. Then a man with tHree or fOUf children is better off than a man not having 
two children ?-Yes, he is. 

1249. Therefore the effect of the rates is to tempt those poor people to have nu
merous families?- Yes, it is so; but absolutely in the time of war the [Joor live 
better, because they had a loaf each child; if a child was born, the man went 
directly and absolutely demanded his loaf, and he had a loaf a week, which 
amounted to half a crown a week, when the child lived upon its mother, for two 
years. 

) 250 • What do the men get at road work in your parish ?-They are put on the 
road, "hen there is no other employment for tbern; they arc paid according to 
their families, a single man has 3s. per week, a man able to earn 8s. or lOS.; 

then there are some at 4 s. and some 5 s. and difierent wages; the reason for single 
men having such small wag£s is, because they are apt to stop at home instead of 
going to service, it is to drive tbem to service; they almost starve them to 
service. 

12') J. Those single men that are on the road, or in the gravel pit, paid by the 
parish 3s. a week, do they do much work ?-No, very little, they go away for 
three or four hours; I bave \\atcbed them a little time back. There is a road being 
made near where I live; I have found them three hours gone to dinner, and two 
hours to breakfast. 

12.')2. Are they not in the habit of getting married, in order to get the allowance) 
-Yes; when they cannot live any longer as single men, they marry, and go to the 
overseer for employment and a house. -

1253. They get married in the Illuming, and then go to the overseer for a 
house ?-Yes. 

Sabbati, 17' die Mal'tii, 18'27. 

David Policy F1YI1Icis, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

D.P. Frllllcis, 125+ H,O W long is it since you left the Cape ;-Rather more than two years. 
Esq. 12';5· "ere you thert.: at the time II hen l.\Ir. lngrarn's emigration arrived there? 

'-------.v---" - Yes. 
17 March, 

1827. 
1 ~5t!. ~re you able ,to inform the Committee as to the condition of the parties 

now wlthm the C01?ny ~-I pres.ume ~hey arc ~enerally doing very well; but there 
have been great obslacles to their domg well, In consequence of the immense debt 
they have to pay to Mr. Ingram. 

125i· Are you aware of the extent of that debt per head ?-It was 300 rix 
dollars for each male adult. 

1258. What will that be in sterling?- "\t the time ~Ir. Incrram arrived there, it 
wOllld be 3ot. according to the then rate of exchange. eo 

1259. What do you imagine would be the expense of each of these emigrants, 
for their passage :-1 think auout l.5t. 

1~~0. Were ~hey.attcnded with their 'lives and <:hildren ;-Generally. 
l-(JI. In e,tllllatIng the expense at 15t. per head, do you mean generally for 

. men, 
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men, women and children ?-I think probably it might be done for less, taking 
a family. 

126:2. Will you have the goodness to inform the Committee what you estimate 
to be the expense of the passage, and support durin? it, for a man, womal1 and three 
children ?-I made a few notes for my own iniormation, if I may be allowed to look 
at them. [I'lle lFitness njerred to SOllie privote memoranda.] I think about 43/. 
takiug a man, his wife and three cbildren, that would be about 91. a head. 

1263. Have y<.u ever turned your attention to any simple principle of repayment 
which might be adopted with respect to a labourer going out to the colony of the 
Cape of Good Hope, where tbe demand for labour is such as to procure him ade
quate remuneration for his services?-Yes, I have turned my attention to that 
subject, and I think that it might be done, if not to the full extent, at least to a great 
part of it; but I apprp-hend there must be a totally new rate of lI'age~ previously 
established in the colony, for, under present circumstances, neither the price that is 
paid for a laLourer can answer the purpose of the eillployer, flor is it at all neces
sary as regards tbe price fur the III u'"aril's of life, it iti so much in excess. 

1264. Did you examine the statement made last year befere tltis COlllmittee by 
Mr. Carli"le, as to the rate of wages at tlte Cape of Good Hope ;--Ycs. 

126,5. Do you consider that to be correct ?-I apprebend Mr. Carlisle cannot 
mean it as general or permanent wages, but only wages paid under peculiar cir
cumstances. 

] 266. Will you state in what respect you differ frolll 1\1r. Carlisle, and what you 
consider to be the general rate of \lages for a labourer at the Cape?-Where I 
differ is in this, that tlte rate of \lilges that has been stated by Mr. Carliole is paid 
by persons being oLliged to employ labour at that price from necessity, not from 
any view of profit ari~ing from that labour. ' 

120;. "'hat do you consider to be the average rate of "-ages of an able-bodied 
agricultural labourer at the Cape?-It is so indefinite, I can hardly state a rate of 
wages; labour has been so scarce, that it hilS Leen employed occasionally only. 
",'here, for instance, the employer wantco any particular piece of work done, which 
in fact was necessary cvell fur bis O\ln sulJsi"tcnce and that of his falllily, he would 
then be obliged to employ labour at any rate for a short period; but it could never 
be supposed lor a moment that it would answer by way of profit; no produce which 
could be raised ti-om such labour would be at all equal to the exppnse of 4S. per 
day, as stated in Mr. Carlisle's evidence oflast year. 

1268. If the produce is not equ<>1 to the expense of labour, how do you account 
for the produce being raised and paid for at that rate ?--l think it is not, certainly 
not in the new settlement. 

] 26q. Will you distinguish the different produces of difterent parts of the Cape 
of Good Hope. and mentiun the circumstances of labour wbich belong to each 
of them ?-The old colonists, in the Caoe district for instance, and those nearest 
the great market, can aftord to pay 1II0re' for labour than they can in the new settle
ment. The old colonists generally employ slave labour, or Hottentots, or any that 
they can get; but I am quite of opinion the old colonists would never think of 
employing labour at that rate, 48. per day. 

1270. You have stated, that it is difficult to mention an average rate of wages, 
as the labourers are not uniformly employed; but at the same time can you inform 
the Committee what, in your opinion, may be considered as an average rate under 
these circumstances ?-I consider that an entire new rate of wages must be esta
blished; I should say the rate of wages that is stated to be paid in the colony, 48. 
per day, a person working two or tbree days in the week at most, would be sufficient 
to maintain bim, and that migbt be considered the present average rate of wages. 

1271. What can a labouring man, by his labour through the year, taking upon 
an average emploYlllent and no employment, put in his pocket?-The rate of wages 
of !\Ir. Ingram's settlers was about 28. 3d. per day. 

12 7:2. Were 1\lr. Ingram's j;ettlers bound by indenture?- Generally, I believe 
tlley were. 

1273. Then what is the rate which a person bound by nothing at all might dispose 
of his labour for a year :-1 think he would not get abo·ve that, 2 s. 3 d. a day, if he 
was constantly employed. 

~274. But that 28: 3d. a day would procure him a great proportion of the neces-
sanes of life in that colony ?:--Every thing with comfort. .... 

1275.·1f he were to l"ccelve only naif of that sum, would he still be In a situatIon 
~~ T ~ 
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to command, as compared with the English labourer, a Fair proportion of the neces-

saries of life ~ - Certainly I think be would, in the in tenor. . '" 

1276. For 1 s. 3 d. a day he would be well paid as a labourer, If he had It mvan-

ably throu~hout the year ?-Certainly. , 

1'277. Supposing an emigration of labourers ~o take place to the Cape, wel~ chosen 

in point of a~e and the competency of the pa~tIes to work, to what extent, 10 your 

opinion, could sucb an cmigration take place 10 the course of tbe present year, so as 

to have the effect of supplying labour enough for the general purposes of the colony, 

at a rate that would enable the labourers not only to live comfortably, but would at 

the same time provide a fund which ~ould progressively lifluidate any expenses 

inculTeo in their removal ?-I should thmk that the colony at present would take 

frolll six or seven hundred a year of all ages, of the labouring class, independent of 

any who went to colonize; I make that distinction. 

1278. To return to the question put to you in the early part of your examination, 

are you prepared to point out to the Committee any plain and simple mode under 

WJ-lich an enligrant could, conjointly with the person into whose service he might go 

upon his arrival, bind himself to repay any expense, or part of any expense that 

might be incurred in his removal?-Yes, I think one shilling a day with subsistence 

would be ampie for such purpose. 

1279. W hat do yuu mean by a shilling a day with subsistence ?-I mean if 

emigrants were to be bound for tive years at that rate. 

1280. What 00 you mean by the expression, "a shilling a day with subsistence," is 

it exclusive of his provisions ?-Exclusive of his provisions; I mean it as a general 

rate of wages in tbe colony, not alluding to the Ilew settlement. I should calculate 

under tbese circumstances 300 working days in the year, which would make his 

wages amoullt to I,) t. ; supposing he was bound for five years, I think then 3 t. a year 

migbt be fairly paid out of those ,,,ages towards liquidating the transport of the 

emigrant from Europe to the colony. 

1281. What does his subsistence per day cost;-In the interior I think they 

could subsist upon from Cd. to ~Jd. a day witll great comfort. 

1282. Then in point of fact the wages of labour would be 1 s. gd. instead of 

a shilling?-Yes, they would, in the colony generally. 

1283· Do you suppose that the colonist with whom tbis emigrant might be placed 

would undertake himself to pay that rate per annum, making his separate bargain 

with the labourer r- I think he might make that bargain, and safely; but whether 

there would be sufficient call for the produce he would raise at first, is another 

matter. I propose he should give the labourer one shilling per day, and bave him 

bonnd for five years, and the 3 t. a year should go towards liquidating the expense 

of his transport from this country to the colony. 

1284· Do you Illean the st. a year should be out of that shilling a day?

Yes. 

1285. Do you mean on this statement, that the persons in the colony who are 

now labourers, should continue to receive wages fluctuating towards 2 s. 3 d. while 

these new settlers should receive wages at the rate of J s. gd. ?-I think they would 

gradually lowcr to that rate, and ~y. so doing they w~uld in some measure supersede 

slave labour; because I am of o pill lOll they would still get below that, if there were 

un adequate supply yearly. 

1286. Are you of opinion, in case of settlers beincr sent out bound for the term 

of five years ~n. the mann.er proposed, that when that b period was over they would 

find opportumtJes of setthng themselves as colonists rather than continue to work 

for others as labourers?-N' 0 doubt they would. ' 

J 287. Then you are of opinion that that result would naturally lead to a perpetual 

demand. for, laboUlers at the Cape, to be supplied annually according to circum

stances;- \ eo, but gradually. 

1288. You have no doubt, therefore, that in the course of the present year, if 

600 or 700 labourers were se~t out, consenting to enter, upon their arrival in the 

cJluny: IOto Il1dentures to . tlll.s effect, there would be no practical difficulty in 

ah'CJrl)lll~ all of them under individual masters ?-I think there would not. 

12'\9· What is the cost of daily slave labour?-The slave labourer, who is 

employed as a labourer generally, receives about 20 rix dollars per month' that III 

EngliSh would be 30s. ' 

.J 290 . Wben you say that, do you mean before the chancre in the value of rix 

dollars at the Cape, or the prescnt value ;-Before the ch~nge took place; but 

I a-pprehend 
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1 apprehend that they make no distinction between the rix dollars now and the rix 
dollars then. 
" 129 J. Has not a great change taken place in the value of rix dolla rs at the Cape, 

by the Ki.ng's. proclamation ?--:Certainly, between this country and the Cape, but 
not in the !Oteflor of the colony Itself. 

1292. By the law existing at the Cape, is a fresh supply of slaves legal ?--
Certainly not. . 
· 1293. The number cannot be increased ?-N o. 

1294. And it has not been?- No. 
· 1295. Has it not been, to a certain extent, through the medium of African 

apprentices ?-There have been some driven in by the native tribes into the 
colony. 

1296. Can the labour of free negroes be obtained at much less than the cost of 
2~. 3d. per day, which is now tbe average cost of colonial labour ?-Slave labour 
costs about 30 s. per month, and their subsistence. 

1297. Are you a proprietur in the Cape '-1 went out as a settler in I H20. 
1298. Are you still a proprietor?-Yes. 

· 1299. Are Europeans as capable of field lahour there as the Hottentots ?-I saw 
no difficulty in their working there at any time, unless upon very particular hot days. 

1300. Have you endeavoured to procure persuns upon indenture, to go to your 
own property in the Cape, to work as labourers ;-N 0, I have not. 

1301. Why have you not done so?-Because I apprehended some measure might 
take place for facilitating the sUPl,ly of labour to that colony. 

1.302. But if no such measure were to take place, would'it not be for your 
interest to make your own bargain, and to carry out persons there ?-It would be 
rather difficult to do that as an individual; when the servants arrive there tiley 
\V,ould be so dissatisfied with the rate of wages which I could give in aduition to 
the expense of their transport, that I should not be able to keep them without great 
difficulty. 

'1303. But adverting to the distressed state of the populatiun of this country at 
present, do you think a man who is half starving here, would be dissatisfied wittl 
t~e rate of wages he found there ?-Certaiuly not. 

J 304. Are there not many other proprietors in the Cape similarly situated as 
VQU are, who might be disposed to enter into similar contracts as you say would LJe 
advantageous to yourself?- I think there are. 

J 305. And why are they restrained from entering into these contracts ?-Because 
they would not do it as an individual measure; they think it higb!y expedient it 
should be done as a general and public measure. 

1306. Is that for the purpose of reducing tbe rate of wages lower than it would 
otherwise naturally be?-It is certainly "ith that view. 

1307. That is your object, is it r-Yes, because there is no produce which could 
be rais,ed at the present price of labour, which would at all answer the purpose of 
any individual taking out labourers, to pay the present rate uf wages. 

1:;08. Are the Committee to take your opinion as expressed here, as your's 
alone, or are you deputed by any body of persons to express their joint opinion?
I gi~e my own opinion entirely. 

1309. Have you had any communication with the Cape, since you left it two 
years ago?-Yes. 

1310. Has it been constant?-N 0, occasionally . 
. 1311. Do you think that you are well acquainted with the state of facts with 

regard to labour at the Cape, at this moment ?-Yes. 
1312. Suppose, in purs~ance of your ~cheme, a certain number of emigrant 

la~ourers were sent out and mdented to partIcular masters, would those masters take 
upon themselves the enforcing of the indentures, and bind themselves to repay the 
money advanced by Government, by instalments ?-I should apprehend they would, 
fOI: this reason; it would make very little difference, in point of fact none, whether 
it is paid by the master to Government immediately, or whether it is paid to the 
servant, and the Government looks to the servant. 

1313. In whose hands would you leave the power of enforcing the indentures ?
In:the district authorities . 

. 1314. Supposing the servant was discontented with his wages, and was to leave 
hl~ master, or in case of the death of the party, what security would Government 
have Jor, the repayment of the money ,advanced ?-In case of the death of the 
party, I apprehend the debt must die with him; but the b~tter way would be, for 
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a counterpart of the indentures to remain in the office of the district, and if the 
master and the servant dis8<Jree, the indenture should still follow the servant, so that 
whoever employed him rlu~ng the five YEars, or any portio~l of it, the condition 
should still be fulfilled bv the person who actually employed Illm. 

13 15. Do YOll think "there would be a possibility of carrying that idea into exe-, 
cution; or might not the servant very easily find I!laster~ who would engage him 
nithout inquirillg into any previous circulllstances ,-It IS, very probahle that ser
vants could find masters, but they would not be so certam of constant employ
ment. 

13 16. Are you prepared to state yourself, supposing your calculation of the 
expense to be correct, YOIl would engage to pay to the Government 3t. a year for 
an indenture of each man for five years, you takin)! upon your own hands the risk of 
losing the sCI'\'ant when you arrived at the Cape ?-. I give this opinion as my own, 
not as the opinion of the settlers; generally ill the new settlement, they have rated 
the wacres at I'J I. a year. I apprehend that the power of the local authorities 
is quit; sufficient to restrain? man in the district where he is employed, because, 
genc:rally speaking, that mall would not be employed out of the district, without 
infJuiring into the circumstances as to where he came frum, and by whom he was 
last emplovrd, 

1317. \\ould YOll be prepared, on your own part, to make to Government that 
pledge upon your security which has been just mentioned?-Yes, I think I 
would. 

131S, Supposing you wanted 20 labourers, and 20 were engaged in this country· 
to be indented to you 'for five years, and that you were called upon to give a security, 
or plerlge yourself to pay 3/. a year for each of these labourers, taking the chance 
of a casualty of their running away or dying, ancl those accidents which are more or 
less mutters of chance and not of accurate calculation, would you, under the con
viction of the advantages you were to derive from the labour of these men for five 
years, at a reduced rate as compared with the labour now employed at the colony, 
undertake yourself to give a pledge to pay this money ~-Yes, upon a farm that is 
cultivated hy tillage, but not on a grazing farm. 

1319, Why r-Because one is of more value than the other; less labour would· 
be required on the grazing farm. 

1320. Supposing you closed with the offer to, take ont 20, w<:)U,ld you engage to 
pay 3/. a year for them as a repayment for their passage, provldmg all assistance 
were given you in securing their labour by local law ?-Yes. 

1321. Have you knowll any labourers carried out to the Cape upon indenture?
Yes, I took out labourers myself under indentures, when I first went out. 

1322, Upon what terms did you engage thelll?-The same as I mention now 
1 s. per day, and subsistence. ' 

1323. What was the issue of that arrangement r-l\Iost of the men remained with 
me, and inlllJediatcly the indentures were out they then provided for themselves. 

1324. For what term were they indentured ?-Three years. 
1325. For what reason have you given up that system of supplying yourself with 

additional labour?-The reason is, that if I were to take out labourers in the 
qu~nlity which I required for my~elf, a~d there w~s no general system adopted for 
taking out labourers, they would ImmedIately be discontented and it would be very 
difficult indeed to retain them in my service. ' 

1326. Upon any system uf ta~ing out emigra~ts, which you contemplate, do you 
~peak of adult males, alone, or of women and chtldren also; and would you enter 
Into any agreement WIth regard to the two latter ?-I speak of adult males ill tbe 
first instance, but women arc qnite as necessary there as the male adults, and 
children are equally useful; the children sbould be indentured under circumstances 
according to their age, for every child there is ubeful in some way or other. from Ii 
or 9 years and upwards. ' 

13 2 7. Do you consider tbe labour of women and children is 50 valuable at 
the Cape, as to eLlal>~e a.person. taking them out to repay by instalment~ the ex
pense of the passa,ge ~- \ es, havmg the use of their services for a certain period 
of years. 

1328: .W~llld, ):ou ther~fore, supposing you were to carryover labourers, think 
yourselt Justified m pledglOg yourself to pay back, at the proportionate rate for five 
,Years, the expense at the passage of women and children in the same manner as 
you ba~e stated your willinglless tD do in the casp of adult' males?- Yes, there will 
be no dIfficulty in doing so. 

132g.Arr 
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13 29. Are you of opinion that the gene~al feeling ~f the colo~y would be tht 
saine as you have expressed to the COmlnlttee ?-I thmk, when It was generally 
underst(JOd that a regular supply would take place, that would oe the result. 

. 1330. Supposing that 600 men and wOl~len, and 1800 children, very young 
children, were to be sent over to the Cape III the course of the present year, are 
you of opinion there would be that demand for the servicts of all these three classes 
as to induce parties on their arrival to enter into bonds to repay by instalments 
a certaill rate of expense incurred in their passage, having the services of these 
parties duly secured to them by local law?-I think there would; I speak as 
I conceive I should act myself: 

1331. Are you of opinion that an emigration sent out on that principle, 110t 
previously engaged by individuals, would be disposed of in the first instance as 
easily as it migiJt be disposed of in future years, by people entering into previous 
covenants to take a certain nUlllber?-Yes, it would; if there were an office 
established in the Cape where persons could register the number of labourers they 
required, it 1V0uid take place, and it would be founo there would be a great 
demand for labourers, and it would tben be clearly ascertained what the demand 
would be. 

133'2. Is the labour of slave-women constantly paid for at the Cape now?
Certainly. 

1333. b there a considerable demand for it?-A great demanrl. 
]334. Should you suppose that the labour of slave-women is better or more pro

ductive than the labour of frce women going out from this country ?--I think \lot; 
slave-men are generally employed now to do the domestic \\'ork of females. 

1335. ,,yith respect to the African labour, "ill you have the goodncss to inform 
the COilimittee whetber it consists with your knoll ledge that it oltPll happens, in 
consequence of the II reck and condemnation of slave vessels, a con~jdcralJle numbtr 
of slave-apprentices are indentured ~-That circumstance bas taken place, but no 
circumstance of the kind has occurred in the last seven years. There was a small 
supply forced into the colony by the wars between the !latin's themselves, and they 
were taken as apprentices; they "'ere forced there, as before stated. 

1336. And the number of these African apprentices is not at any rate sufficient to 
inter/ere with tbe labourers that go out from this country ?-N ot at all; such a cir
cumstance is casual. 

1337. Would not a large influx of European labourers lower the rate of waCles, 
generally throughout the colony, to the level of the wages of the indentured labou~er? 
-Certainly it would have an immediate tendency to that effect, and it would 
gradually lower them to that standard. 

] 333. Would not such a reduction dimini6h the temptation of the indentured 
labourer to leave his master ?-Certainly. 

133:). Upon what terms can uncultivated lands be obtained in the new Settlements 
near the Cape ?-Generally the party goes to the Landrost, the chief ma~istrate of 
the district, and he there makes a request for a particular piece of laud; the hemrorden 
is ordered to inspect it, and if it does not interfere with any private grant or public 
convenience, it is given to him; the district surveyor is ordered to survey it, and he 
then gets his title from the government. 

I 34u. Is the land \\hich is so given him, free from the payment of any fees?- , • 
No, a quit-rent is generally charged upon it, according to circumstances and the 
capauility of the place. 

1341. Is that a discretionary quit-rent?-It is an annual. 
1342. Is the amount of it discretionary with the surveyor ?-It is discretionary 

with the Government, according to the report received as to its capabilities. 
1343. You mentioned some time ago having taken out some indentured servants 

who staid with you thrce years, and at the end of that time left you; and you stated 
that during that time they were receivillg one shilling a day; were those persons 
at the end of three years in a condition to enter upon lands as capitalists, UpOD 
their own account ?-They saved money, for they had nothing but their clothes to 
find. 

1344· Do you know in point of fact what became of those persons?-I believe 
they left the district. One or two were mechanics; they went to Graham's Town, 
upon the Government works. 

~ 345· Is it within your knowledge that any of those persons settled on lands of _ 
theIr own, after leaving your service ?-I believe not upon their OIVO account; ooe at . ,J 

two ofthem still remain upon my land, but not as servants; I allow them to remain 
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there; they had collected a few cattle, which is generally the case among the labouring 
kinds of people; they collect a few cattle, and then they become small landholders or 
landowners. 

1346. Do they pay you any rent ;-1\ 0, nothing of that ~ort has ,b~en though~ of 
134i. You consider the cultivation of the land by th~lr remaInIng. upon It ~n 

adequate return to you for allowing them to stay ?-FeedIng the land, Improves It; 
there are only one or two persons upon it. " 

134 8. Are you not of opinion, that ,pr?vided a syst~m of 5upplymg the Cape wl~h 
labour were established 011 sound prmclples, that \\lth respect to the manner In 

which such labour should be employed, and as to all the circumstances connected 
with the land and the cultivation of the country, it would be best left to the discretion 
of individuals ?-Certainly. . , 

1349. Had these persons, who now occupy a portion of your lands, hullt houses 
at their own expense upon them ?-They built houses before I left, I allowed them 
to build houses, such as are generally constructed by the ~ettlers, 

1350 , If you wish to remove them, do you anticipate there would be any 
difficulty in doing; it :-K 0, I apprehend not. 

1351, Are you of opinion it would be desi,rable to hold out t,o an. indentured 
servant, who may arrive at the colony under circumstances of ellllgratlOll such as 
have been alluded to, that at the expiration of the period of bis sen'ice, if he has 
conducted himself properly, he may have a grant of land, upon "bich he may 
establish hirnselP-Y es; I am of opinion that if lahourers go out upon the principle 
\\ hich I have mentioned, according to their good conduct at the end of the contract, 
there should be some encouragement held out to them to become small farmers. 

1352. Have the Dutch farmers been in the habit of employing English 
labourers ~-The English labourers have disappeared from the district of Albany 
generally; many of them have got into the employment of the Dutch colonists, 
some have become a part of the family, as it were, living with them in the bouse; 
a great many have been absorbed into the colony generally under those circum
stances. 

1353, Are there not large tracts of land now in tbe occupation of Dutch farmers 
which are not cultivated ?----:-A vast quantity. 

1354. What are the causes of that non·cultivation?-The causes have probably 
been, that there has been little or no foreign market for their produce; that the 
restriction on tbe importation of corn has been such, that there existed no induce
ment for them to grow it. 

1355. Has it arisen from that cause, or from the increase of cost in growinC1 it 
arising from the want of labour;-It has arisen ii'om both, for the Dutch far~llt:; 
would never think of cultivating this land, of course, without he could get rid of his 
pro~uce; h~ knows ~retty ~\'ell what ~he ~x~ent of. the market is, an-a he merely 
cultivates hiS land With a VIC\\' of sellIng It m the mternal market, and to raise 
sufficient for his taxes; but if there were a stimulus in any sort of way for him to 
grow corn, I apprehend the Dutch farmer would then exert himself, and cultivate his 
land properly, 

] 356. Where do you think he could find a market for his corn ?-At the Mauritius, 
St. Helena, and South America. 

1357· What obstacle is there to the export of corn to these places you mention?
There has been a colonial law against it. 

1358. Is it in existenc~ now?-I believe nO,t; I ~nderstand it is now repealed. 
1359' I,n you,r calculat!O?, of 45l. per family, did you include in it the necessity 

of complymg With the provIsions under the Passenaers Act?-Yes. 
1360, Are you ?f opin~on that that ~stimate co~d be reduced, if the Passengers 

Act were repealed ~-I t~mk probably It might . 
. 136 1. In what degree,:-I hav,e not turned my attention to it. I mentioned one 

Circumstance, but I don t know If the Committee understood me to say that the 
new settlement \\'~uld exhaust a supply of 600 or 700 settlers annually. i 'meant the 
colony generally, mdependent of any colonists who may be sent out. 

ThorJIllJ Pringle, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

. 1362. HAVE you resided at the Cape of Good Hope?-I resided six years 
m ~h.,~ colo~y, half of w?ich period I spent on the eastern frontier. 

G
. J a:3 •. Will you deSCribe where you were settled ?-In that part of the district of 
laaulemet now called Somerset. 
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1364. Can you give the Committee any information with respect to 250 labourers 
who were taken out by Mr. Benjamin Moody to the Cape of Good Hope, in the 
years 1816 or 181 i ?- I beg to premise, that I entered the room without the slighest 
idea of being called upon to give evidence, but as far as my information extends, 
I will willingly furnish information. I know something of 1\lr. Moody's party, 
having seen various individuals of them in difterent parts of the colony; I believe 
I speak correctly, when I say, that with a very few exceptions, they are now in a 
thrivillg situation. 

1365. But did they actually repay the money advanced for their passage ?-I un
derstand they did, with a fell' exceptions; and that those who have not repaid are 
persons generally of improvident character, who have wasted their profits as quickly 
as they made them. 

1366. Did this 250 include women and children, or noU-It included women 
and children, but I am not fjuite sure as to the exact number; I know there were 
upwards of 200 souls altogether, but whether there were :!jO, or more, I cannot 
exactly say. 

1367. Do you happen to kno\\' the details of the engngement made between 
Mr. l\loody and these settlers ?-N ot very minutely; I know that the sum of money 
taken hy :\'lr. :\Ioody for their passage out, and providing labour for them, was con
siderable, I believe not less than 60l. per family. 

1368. You know that in point of fact these people did repay a sum to that extent, 
and, notwithstanding such repayment, you think they are now generally in a thriving 
condition ?-In point offact, they have generally paid off M r. Moody's claims, and 
some few individuals of them now possess farms themselves. 

1369. Have you had an opportunity of hearing the evidence given by the last 
witness ?-Yes, excepting some replies spoken in rather a low voice. 

1370. Are you dispcsed mainly to agree with him in the opinions he has stated; 
or would you inform the Committee of any points upon which you would wish to 
qualify your assent as to such opinion ?-It is difficult for me, as I marie no notes, 
to recall exactly what has been stated, but generally speaking, I would concur with 
the evidence of 1\lr. Francis; there were however SOllle points with which I did 
not quite agree. 

1371. Do you concur "ith Mr. Francis in the opinion as to the real demand for 
labour which now exists at the colony;- I certainly concur with him in the opinion 
that there is a demand for labour in Albany, but whether it is to such an extent that 
600 or iOO labourers would be absorbed annually, I \\ould not venture decidedly to 
affirm. 

137~. Are you of opinion that in the course of the present year that might be 
done ?-I think 600 souls might be sent Ollt, including men women and d~ildrell, 
perhaps 700; but I would not think it safe to send a larger number till the experi
ment was tried, whether these were speedily absorbed. 

13 i3. Are you of opinion that emigration, in the course of the present year, to the 
extent of 200 llJen, 200 women, and 600 children under 14 years of age, might be 
absorbed in the colony without difficulty? -The number of children might create 
some difficulty; such a large number of children below the age of 8 or 10 years could 
not be of advantage to the farmers. 

1374· Do you suppose that 200 men, 200 women, and 400 children above the 
age of ten years, would be absorbed ?-Yes, if the children were above the age of 
ten, I think there would be a considerable demand for them. 

1375· Do you concur with l\1 r. Francis in the opinion that in the event of an 
emigration taking place to that extent, there would be no practical difficulty in findinO" 
capitalists at the Cape, who would enter into engagements to repay by annual insta!~ 
ments the expenses incurred in the transport of those persons, sllch persons beina 
indentured to them for the space of five years, and such indentures protected by ~ 
locallaw;-I think there would be no difficulty in getting capitalists to employ a certain 
number, provided thev were indented at sufficiently low wacres: that would be the 
chief difficulty. - 0 ' 

!376. What would be the amount of the wages which you would consider capi
talists \I'ould be induced to give over and above 3/. per annum ?-Really I confess 
I .have not turned my attention much to this point, and am not prepared to speak 
With precision in regard to it. I observe, from the examination of Mr. Carlisle, 
already printed, that a considerable number of capitalists in Albany have offered 
about 12l. per annum for male servants, exclusive of provisions; and so far as they 
have pledged themselves, I have rio doubt that they would employ iabourers at sudl 

550. T 4 "'ages 

TI,oma,f Pringlt. 
Esq. 
~I 

)7 March, 
18~7· 



Thoma& Pri"llle, 
Esq. 

~ 
17 March, 

152 7. 

152 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

wages as those; although I am afraid that there is at present a great want of capital 

in Albanv. . ' 
1377. 'Is it the custom in Albany to give subsistence Il1d~pen?ent of I\'age~ ':

Generally subsistence is given along \\ith wage~; the servant .lIves In a house adJoIn
iner that of the master and receives daily subSistence, exclUSive of the money wages 

'" ' stipulated. . . . . . 
1378. What is the amount of money wages In addition .to subSistence which the 

master at the Cape could afford to give to indentured erm,grants, a~ld at the same 
time aftord to come into the terms suggested by 1\1r. FranCIS, of paylllg 3/ .. a head 
per annum in liquidation of the e~pense incurred by tbe passag~ ?-l feel. ~ difficulty 
in decidedly answering tbat qu~stlOn, and can only .refer to their own opllllOn, when 
they say they could aftord to give 12/. a year, prOVided the labuurer was sent Ollt 
free to them. 

1379. Do you not imagine that .a. set~ler in t~e CaFe receiving 91. a. year. wa,ges ~nd 
subsistence, \\'Quld better his conditIOn IIlconcell'ably as compared with hiS Situation 
as a pauper in this couutry ?- iT nquestionably. 

1.380. Would not that 91. enable the settler to clothe himself, and expend the rest, 
or economize it, as he chuse ?-Yes. 

1381. You tbink, upon tbe communication already received from the colony of a 
disposition to pay 12/., that there would be no doubt that if the emigrant could be 
indentured for 91, a year, it ~ollid be indifferent to the master whether he paid 
the other 3/, to the servant or to a fund in the colony ?-Quite indifferent, I should 
think. 

1382, Do you think that colonists there would be equally prepared to carry into 
execution this system, as to .... omen and children of the age described, as they would 
be as to the adult males '-In Alballv, I conceive. the demand for women would 
be somewhat more limited than for' male labour,· as women could oniy be useful 
in domestic service, and I apprehend there is not such a great demand for thellI 
upon the present system of farming then.: as there is in Europe; there are yet few 
extensive dairies to look after in Albany. 

1383. Has any proposition come over, wilh respect to women and children?
I think there has. 

J 384. You would recommend the emigrants to be selected for such an object 
should be purely agricultural ;-If agricultural labourers could be had, they would, 
withont question, be preferable, but -if purely agricultural labourers could not be 
hud, I apprehend a certain portion from the manufacturing districts might be advan
tageously sent, though they would not be so valuable at first, inasmuch as they woul~ 
require to be trained to farm labour. 

1385. Are you not of opinion that the effect of introducing this emigration 00 

this system, \\ould be to improve the condition of the Cape of Good Hope in its 
prosperity ?-Very materially indeed; I am of opinion that the English settlement 
cannot go on pro~perously, at least its welfare must be very materially checked, jf 
there is not a number of labourers sent over to assist the farmers. 

1386. Do you concur with 1\lr. Francis in thinking that the probable effect 
would be, that the parties so indentured, when out of their indentures would become 
independent persons or small occupiers of land, or shopkeepers ?~Many of them 
would become shopkeepers, so long as there was encouraGement for additional traffic 
in the, dis~rict towns; b~t I apprehend not very many wo~ld become small farmers j 
I don t thmk that farming upon a very small scale is at present profitable in th~t 
colony . 
. 1387· Ithas been sta!ed that the manner in which that is carried on at the Cape, 
IS b;: persons first settlIng on ,other people's property; do you think that sort of 
locatIon would take place?-'\ es, to a certain extent· I know of several disbanded 
soldiers, who h,aving saved a little money, have collected by that means herds of cattle 
and ~heep, which they pastured on other persof!s' property, until their stock increased 
sufficlCntl~ to enable them to commence farming on an independent footing; they 
then applIed to government. for a grant of land, and some of these persons became 
very pros~erou: settlers ultImately; some of 1\11', Moody's men, for example, have 
succeeded III thiS manner. But I must beer to observe that generally speaking thll 
~rocess of t.he labourer rising to the ran~ bof a farmer co~ld hardly be expect~d to 
tak~ place III five years; I, sl~ould say It would generally require a much longer 
pellod, and perhaps the majorIty would never accumulate sufficient funds to enable 
them to farm with advantage. 

1388. If 200 men, 200 women, and 400 children, were to arrive at the Cape in 
the 
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the case supposed, without fixed indentures, do you suppose that the settlers there 
would take them off of their own accord at the rates you have stated, or 1V0uid 
they take advantage of the circumstance of the arrival of so many, and endeavour 
to make a lower bargain thellJsehres ?-I can hardly speak as to the disposition that 
might exist among the farmers to take advantage of such a circumstance; I should 
think however that the safer plan would be to have them either indentured in this 
country, or sent out upon some regnlar system, which would obviate any such 
difficulty. 

1389. You would suggest that the indenture should be entered into in this 
country, with the parties who were to receive them ?-I think it would be better for 
both parties; if you landed such a number entirely unprovided for, there would be 
a necessity for employing some person to look after their welfare, and prevent any 
undue advantage being taken of them by designing persons. 
. 1390. Supposing all the emigrants were to be sent to the Cape on this system, 
that they should be under blank indentures, which should be filled up with the Ilame 
of the individual colonist who might receive them, do you think there would be 
any impracticability found in absorbing this emigration?-N 0, I think not; there 
might indeed be inconveniences or difficulties experienced for a week or two, if 
they were landed at Algoa Bay, until the farmers could come down to engage 
them; for Algoa Bay, the nearest port where they could be landed, is above 100 
miles from Graham's Town, and the centre of the English settlement. 

1391. Do you concur with Mr. Francis, that it would be expedient as a system 
to establish a board and office at the Cape, which might communicate to this 
c.ountry the progressive demand for labour, so that the supply may be made in 
future years according to the wants of the colonists?-Yes, I fully concur in that 
opinion; I also think it would be highly advantageous if a Board were established 
in England, to communicate with any such office at the Cape. 

1392. You are, then, conclusively of opinion that under such arrangements 
-a system of Emigration could be progressively carried on between the mother 
country and the Cape, under the circumstance of repayment for the expense in
curred in their removal ?-Yes. 

1393. Have not most of the present farming proprietors stores, which they sell 
and retail ?---No, I do not think that is common. 

J394. Are you not of opinion that the greater part of the money wages under 
these indentures would be paid to the servant by the master in the shape of 
clothes and other comforts, and that they would receive little in money ?-I don't 
think it is common in Albany for masters to pay their servants in that manner; 
though I believe it has been common to give them drafts upon the shopkeepers in 
the town, for goods in payment of wages. 

139.5. Do you think that system would be confined to the indentured servants? 
-I think the mode of payment might be left to be arranged between the master 
and the servant; 1 would not have it rendered obligatory on the servant to receive 
goods in lieu of money. But there is so much competition between the storekeepers 
in Graham's Town, and the travelling hawkers, that the masters would not find it 
advantageous to keep stores with that view. 

J396. Are you a proprietor in the Cape at present?-No. I have left the colony; 
and have at present no intention of returning. 

J397. Had you any indentured servant when you went there?-I did not go 
out with the intention of farming, therefore I took none; but some of my relations, 
and other individuab of my party, did. 

139S. Had they any difficulty with the persons whom they took as indentured 
servants ?-There was one of them, rather an unsettled sort of person, who gave 
his master so much trouble, that he got the indenture cancelled by mutual consent 
and by legal authority; the others served out their time, and went ultimately to 
reside among the Dutch farmers. 

1399. Have you any means of knowing how many persons have been going out 
'under indentures, annually, of late years?-Very few, if any, I apprehend. 

1400. Do you consider the sum of 60 t. paid to Mr. Moody for each. family, 
more than a necessary sum ?-I do not feel competent to answer that questIon, not 
being fully aware of the circumstances under which Mr. Moody engaged and 
carried out his party; I understand that he did go under disadvantages which 
I?ust have greatly deducted from any profits he had anticipated from the specula
tIOn, which in his case was entirely a private one; he had to provide freight and 
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all other contingencies, which government, or even private individuals now, might 
probably procure at a lower rate. . .. 

1401. What sum do you consider would be sufficIent, under ordmary clfcum
stances, to carry out a family of five persons to the C~p~ ?-I have not .ma~e any 
calculation as to that point; but I observe the ComnllsslOners of InqUIry In the 
coloOl' have reported it as their opinion, that from 15 t. to 161. is sufficient to land an 
illdividt:al, or male adult, at Algoa Bay. . .. 

1402. What should you consider the ~ecess[\ry expens~ for a fa~ll~y, estImating 
that it wonld cost 151. for an adult male 0-1 could not gIve any opl11lOn upon that 
subject, without further consideration; it has not hitherto co~e under my investi
gation at all; but certainly whatever may be the present estImate of the expense 
of sendintr out a family, it might still be materially reduced by an alteration of the 
Passen(fe~s Act, which thl"Ows considerable impediments in the way of emigrants 

" going out. . . . . 
1403. Do you consider the difficulty of obtalnmg labour, the prinCIpal drawback 

to the cultivation oftbe Cape ?-I think it is at present the principal drawback, so far 
as regards the district of Albany. 

1404. Is the bad statc of the markets any drawback ?-Yes, occasionally. 
] 405. Do you see any reason to expect a change in respect to the state of the 

markets ?-Yes, I conceive so; I think an erroneous policy has been pursued in 
the colony, in regard to the restnctions laid on exportation of corn; it has been 
customary, whenever there has been any apprehension of a deficient harvest, to 
prohibit exportation altogether, consequently the farmer not expecting such re
strictions, or being uncertain whether or not they might be imposed, has been accus
tomed to raise only such quantity as he thought the home market would consume. 

140G. What are the natural markets tor the produce of the Cape?-The 
Mauritius, St. Helena, and South America. 

140i. What quantity of grain will those markets take off?-I could not profess 
to give any correct information upon that point; I believe there are Cape mer
chants in town, who would be able to give the Committee satisfactory information. 

1408. Is not II heat, in point of fact, exported from the Cape to the Mauritius? 
-Not recently, I believe, to any extent, in ,consequence of the deficient harvests at 
the Cape, and the consequent want of surplus, which, from the arbitrary restric
tions to which exportation has been snbjected, is even in the best years seldom very 
considerable. 

1409. Has not wheat been exported to South America ?-Yes. 
14 1 0. What time of the year do you consider the most advantageous for sending 

out labourers to the Cape, with a view of getting employment ?-I think it should 
be in the autumn; that would probably be the best season. 

1-+ 1 1. Do you mean that they should leave this country then ?-No, they should 
land at the Cape in the South African autumn . 
. 1412. When would you think it exp~die~t they should be embarked ?-Perhaps 
111 Decen~b~r or January, so as to arn.~e 111 February or :\h~·ch,. in order to give 
them suffiCIent tIme to hut themselves It necessary. I conceIve ]t of importance 
that they should arrive there before or during seed-time; that is, from May to 
September. 

1413. How long do you estimate for the passage ?-Three months, or from tell 
weeks to three months, is the usual average; if you. sent them direct to Algoa Bay, 
a week more should perhaps be added to the estImate· I conceive it would be 
highly advantageous to send them dif~ct to the easter~ frontier, a great deal of 
exp.ense would be sav~d. by that means~ It would save SOD miles of coasting voyage, 
beSIdes the expens~ arising f;om touch~ng at Cape !~wn or Simon's Bay_ 

? 4] 4· Is c?rn . Impur~ed . mto the. C~pe, or has ]t m average years yielded a suf
fiCIent supplr-My belief IS that wlthll1 these seven years it has been more fre
quently imported than exported. 

1-+]5· Whence doe~ the,snpply proceed?-:-It has been occasionally recei\'ed 
from England, Van Dlemen s Land, and I believe from America· American flour 
has been imported, I know; that however, I conceive has arisen fro~l the prevalence 
of blight in the colony. ' 

14]1). Thel~ there is ullcertainty attached to the wheat crop there?-Yes, at 
pres~nt, b~t blight to any great extent has only prevailed during the last seven years; 
preVIOusly It had been unknown for 50 years. 

14] i· Ha~e th~re been several consecutive years of failure of crop ?_ Yes, several 
)'cars of partIal failure. 

1418. Do 
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1418• Do you think that is likely to lead to the introduction of another sort of Thomas Pringle, 
grain at the Cape ?-I think it is; and I should hope that the introduction of Esq. 
another kind of wheat may get rid, ere long, of this vegetable distemper; it does ~ 
Dot affect maize, nor barley to any extent. Previously to 18'20, barley bread was 17 March, 
seldom or never eaten by the Dutch farmers, now it is occasionally used. 1827· 

J419. Previous to these failures in these bad years, had corn been exported from 
the Cape to other parts, for instance, to the Mauritius?-Yes, and also to 
England, I believe, though rarely; I see no reason to doubt that corn might be 
advantageously imported to England from the Cape, provided it could be done 
under the same regulations as fronl Canada; without such encouragement, there 
may be eventually some difficulty of finding a suffir.ient market for the corn 
grower. 

1420. What is the . present price of corn or wheat at the Cape r-It is generally 
sold by the Cape measure of a muid, which consists of three Winchester bushels. 

1421. How many rix dollars did that sell for ?-It has recently been sold so 
high as 20 rix dollars per muid or measure of 3 bushels. 

1422. What is that, according to the present British currency ?-That is 30.\'. 
per muid, or 108. per bushel. I would beg to observe, that the Cape is capable of 
producing many other articles besides corn, and though that may be the principal 
object of exportation from the eastern districts, it is not the only one; there is at 
present Merino wool exported to a small extent, a valuable produce, which promises 
to succeed on the eastern frontier; experiments have also been made in salting 
provisions for the Navy, and from the remarkably cheap prices of cattle, an abun
dance is capable of being supplied; there is likewise a considerable export of 
hides, tailow, and other raw produce. I am informed by ~1r. Thompson, a gentle
man who has just now published a work on the Cape, and who is a merchant in 
the colony, that he has perfectly succeeded in salting provisions for the Navy, and 
it is his opinion that this sort of export might be very considerably extended. The 
climate is moreover well fitted for the cultivation of silk; the mulberry thrives 
remarkably well throughout every part of the colony. The expense arising from the 
high wages of labour is the great drawback upon cultivation of all kiuds, and on 
new experiments of any description; but if that disadvantal!.e can be remedied, the 
colony would be speedily enabled, I am convinced, to add many other exports to 
those it at present possesses. With regard to what I have mentioned as to the 
price of wheat, I perceive that my evidence has been mistaken; I did not mean to 
assert that the price of wheat was usually so high as 20 fix dollars per lIluid in 
Cape Town or in any part of the colony, but in the latter part of 182:i and ,the 
beginning of 1826, when I was in Albany, that was the current price there at the 
time; the price of grain in Albany has been usually higher than at Cape Town, 
for, since the settlers arrived in 1820, there has been no redundancy, but on the 
contrary a scarcity in the eastern districts. 

1423. Will YOll explain the manner in which supplies of wheat from Albany are 
conveyed to the market of Cape Town ?-There never has been, to my knowledge, 
any redundancy in that district since the settlers went out seven years ago; on the 
contrary, wheat has been occasionally, I may say frequently, exported from Cape 
Town, to supply the settlers and the troops on the frontier. 

Frederick Carlisle, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

HA VE you heard the evidence given by the preceding witnesses ?-Yes, Frederick Car/j,Ze, 

~ 
1424. 

I have. 
1425· Are th~re any observations you have to offer to the Committee, as to your 

c~ncurrence or d!ssent with respect to that evidence ?-There is something I should 
WIsh to say rela~lve to the rate of wages which is stated to be given in Albany. 
I obse~ve the e~lclence which has been this day given differs, in sonJe respects, from 
the eVIdence gIven by me before the Committee on a previous occasion. With 
respect to wages which are given in Albany, it is quite impossible to form an 
average rate of wages, for, men are not paid in allY general way, (such as) by the 
yea: or bJ the day, but are engaged to perform certain pieces of work, \\ hich they 
do III theIr own tIme ancl in their own manner, and they are paid for such work, 
not by the day but by the piece; now I know that the generality of them are in 
the habit?f getting, in that manner, after the rate of 48. a day, and frequ'.!ntly 4S. 
a day beSIdes their provisions; I can speak to this point myself, for I have ppjd it, 
and I have known many instances where others ha\e also paid it. 

1426. Do you mean to state, thilt the work a man upon task-work can 
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execute in the course of a day, has produced to him a remuneration of 4 s. in money, 
independent of subsistence ?-Most undoubtedly. 

142 7. Do you mean the Committee to understand, that 'you ~ave kn~wn cases 
where a labourer in the course of the year has earned anJ: thmg Itke 300 times 4 s., 
or that these are occasional days work, of which ~here IS no regular supply?-It 
is impossible to say; the demand for labourers IS so great, they do not confine 
themselves to work every day in the week, and as they are not engaged by the 
day or by the week, it is impossible to say if t~ey so apply themselves as t? .earn 
that every day in the year; but that they do gam that rate of wages. from dl.fterent 
persons, when they are employed about particular work, I am qUite certam, for 
I have both paid it and known it paid. 

1428. Is there any particular time o~ the year at which wages ar~ higher tha~ at 
other times ?-In harvest and in seed-time they may be rather higher. but, from 
the scarcity of labourers, all the employers cannot procure them at the same time; 
there are not a sufficient number of labourers in the settlement for every employer 
to have them when he wishes, and consequently one person employs labourers 
at one time to do a particular piece of work, another at another time, when he can 
get them; but certainly higher wages are given at particular times of the year, 
namely, in harvest and seed-time, when there is work to be done, which must 
be done under any circumstances. 

1429. Could you state, with any thing approaching to precision, what a hard
working man, willing to engage himself as often as he could be engaged, might 
earn in the course of a year ?-1 have no hesitation in sayin/!, that in the present 
circumstances of the settlement a hard-working man may find task-work every 
day of the week, and earn 48. a day all the year round, independent of any 
obstruction, such as ill health, or loss of time in changing his employers. 

1430. Will you be good enough to explain to the Committee, how it appears the 
propo~ition you conveyed to this country, which only meant to pay people at the rate 
of 12t. a year, came to be so low, when considered with reference to this extraor
dinary real practical high rate of wages which you have described ?-Because the 
subscribers to the document 1 delivered engaged to take such a number of labourers 
as they conceived they could employ with profit at the wages they mentioned, but 
not otherwise; no employer is in the habit of giving 4S. a day all the year round; 
he could not do it; could he get a labourer at 12 t. a year, he would employ him all 
the year, and five or six of them, or whatever number of them might be required. 

1431. Do you concur in opinion with the two preceding witnesses, that if an 
emigration took place in the manner which has been detailed in the course of this 
examination, namely, 200 men, 200 women, and about 400 children above ten 
years old, that there would be no practical difficulty in ahsorbing such labour by 
!he ~apitalists there taking the individual upon the illllentures previously prepared 
111 th.ls country, at the rate of 91 .. a head money wa&es to each man, ~nd so in pro
portIOn for the women and chIldren, they agreemg to pay 3/. III addition in 
repayment of the expense of the transport of such emigrants ?-J think there 
should not be quite so many; if they were sent Ollt with a view to the continu
ance of the supply, but if they were to be sent out in one year, not with a view 
of continuing such emigration, that such a number would be absorbed there 
cannot be a doubt, and there would be a sufficient number of persons found to 
employ the labourers at the rate stated, for instance, 12/. a year, or 9 t. a year, 
returnmg 3/. annually; but such plan contemplates the labourers being indentured 
for .five !,ea:s; noll' the settlers from whom I come, generally speaking, ohject to 
their bemg Il1dcntured for so many years as five; they prefer them to be indented 
for three ycars. 

1432 . You are aware the colonist may have his choice, whether he will pay 51. 
a year for three years, or 3t. a year for five years ?-That would too far reduce the 
rate to the labourer. 
. 143.3· 1.t is necessary you should understand, that on the supposition of sendincr 

an emigratIOn of 800 persons, future ~migrations would be regulated by the real 
demands of the colony, to be ascertamed through the medium of an office in the 
col?n¥ to co~mu.nicate with this country, so that there would be no danger of 
unhm!te~ EmigratIOn, as i~ could always be governed by the real wants of the 
colomst.-l should conceive, then, that, it would be much preferable to send 
a smaller number than 800. 

!434;· Is the demand for labour almost exclusively for alTricultural purposes?-
It IS dnetly for agricultural purposes. 0 

1435· Do you know any thing of the habits of the weavers in England and 
Scotland? 
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Scotland?-No, I cannot say that I am much acquainted with the habits of that 
description of people. 

]436. Would they be persons well calculated for menial labours ?-I should 
rather think not, from what I do know of them. 

1437. You have a general knowledge, have you not, of the habits of the weavers 
of Great Britain ?-I think I may say this much, that if a person has been accustomed 
to sedentary habits all his life, he cannot be well calculated for the active life of 
a field labourer. 

1438. It is all field labour that is required, is it not ?-Chiefly field labour. 
1439. Is it not labour of a severe kind, requiring great muscular strength ?-Yes, 

generally speaking; but there certainly are employments to which people of 
a different description might be put. 

1440. But is that the principal source of a demand for labour ?-No, it is not. 
1441. Is the cultivation of the land profitable to the land-owner?-Under the 

present rate of wages it is certainly not. 
1442. Do you conceive there are no other drawbacks belonging to that country, 

except the rate of wages, that render the cnltivation of the soil unprofitable?
There are natural drawbacks that we have in some instances experienced, but we 
cannot consider they are to last always; the chief obstacle that at present pre
sents itself to the land being cultivated in the colony with profit, is the scarcity of 
labour. 

1443. What are those other natural disadvantages, and how do you expect them 
to be overcome?-The greatest that we have met with is the blight that the crops 
have been subject to. 

1444. Does the present price of grain afford a sufficient return to the cultivator? 
- Tbe present price affords a sufficient return, provided that labour could be obtained 
at a reasonable rate; and when labour is obtained at a reasonable rate, if the same 
prices of produce remained which at present exist, certainly the produce might be 
raised with great advantage. 

1445. But if the effect of the increased quantity of labour was to give you a great 
increase of produce, where 1V0uid you find a market for itt-That is a question 
which cannot, perhaps, be answered immediately; but the circumstance that (owing 
to the want of available labour) no surplus has yet been raised, may account for my 
not being prepared with any method in detail for the disposal of such surplus when 
produced; but that markets may be found, I think there is no doubt, for instance, 
the Isle of France, for butter, cheese, and a limited quantity of corn; South America 
for corn, and England for corn, wool, hides, &c. 

1446. Would you wish to make any other statement to the Committee ?-I should 
merely wish tu ll1:lke an observation respecting the apparent difference of opinion 
between the witness, 1'1r. Francis, and llIyselt~ on the subject of wages, which is, 
tbat the rate of wages as stated by me, relates solely to a particular portion of the 
colony, whereas that of 1\lr. 17rancis relates to the colony generally. 

'I 

Lieut. Thomas Charles 'f'hite, called in; and Examined. 

1447. HAVE you surveyed a considerable portion of the territory in the Cape of 
Good Hope, Ilear the Algoa Bay, and can you speak to the extent of land which is 
unoccupied and uncultivated there ?-I have surveyed the country between Algoa 
bay and the Sitsikall1ma river, to the extent of about 50 miles in-land. 

1448. Is there, in point of fact, an extent of good land unoccupied, and not 
cultivated ?-There is a great deal in that tract of country at the foot of the hills, 
particularly near the Croome river, and from the Sitsikamll1a river, and it is unoc
cupied at present, at least it was at the time I made the survey; it is a kind of 
land and country which the Dutch farmers set no value upon, there being too 
much moisture, tbe grass is too rank; they give their attention almost exclusively 
to grazing; but it would answer the purpose of an English settler much better 
than any kind of soil to be found in the country, and to which they would give 
preference. 

1449. Have you had an opportunity of hearing the evidence which has been 
given by the preceding witnesses?-Yes. . . 

1450. Are you disposed to concur generally with them as to the probab~!Jty of 
the absorption of such a number ofemirrrants as has been mentioned?-Yes, 111 that 
fe.spect I perfectly concur with tbem; °but in some respects. I differ with them, and 
WIth a great nUlllber of individuals at the Cape, for whose Judgment I have a great 
respect. It strikes me that the prospects of a man going out there may be much 
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better than those of his employer. I don't anticipate much profit to the farmer 
from the employment of labourers, but it strikes me that the~e is no doubt. in the 
world that in a very short time the labourer ",ill find h.imsel! III very easy cIrcum
stances, and in a condition to provide food for his family without any very great 
degree even of personal labour. 

145 I. In point of fact, if such is your opinion, you would naturally suppose that 
these indentured labourers would merge into the class of shopmen and farmers, after 
their indentures were over:-Very soon after. . 

1452. You think the general population of th~ Cape woul.d be mcreased, and 
require an annual supply of labour to feed tbel~ r-~ es, I tLI.nk so. . 

1453. Would it lJe possible for tbe populatIOn to Increase m a more benefiCial 
manller than in this progression, in going out as indentured labou~ers, and t~en 
becoming capitalists ?-No, I think not, except they were sen.t out wI.th such ass~st
ance from Government as to enable them to become propnetors Without passmg 
tbrough the state of farmers' labourers in the first instance; I conceive tbat might be 
accomplished without any great assistance from Government! but ~t w?uld be 
required to some extent; provisions are extremely cheap; beef m tbe mte~lOr does 
not exceed tbree fiutbincrs per pound, and in those years when the corn falls there 
are a great many substirutes whicb are not liable to blight, and which would answer 
them, if they are located into a proper situation; there is an abundant supply of 
provision and food. 

1454· Have you had an opportunity of reading the Report of the Evidence taken 
last year before the Committee ?-I saw :\1r. Carlisle's evidence, given before the 
COlllmittee. 

145.')· You did not read the Canadian Evidence, did you?-I\'o. 
] 45 fi . You bave ,tated, that you consider the situation of a labourer going out, 

to be more advantageous tban that of the person who employs him; will you state 
tbe grounds lIpon which you give that opinion :-It appears to me that the demand 
would not be at all commensurate with the supply, should the numlJer of capitalists 
be materially increased; that the farmer's produce would he too great, there would 
be no sale for it, unless a new market were opened for it; but the man who merely 
looks to a sulliciency for the maintenance of his own family would not be liable to 
tbe same disappointment as tbe fanner, who produces more tban he requires him
self, with a view to sell; one is free from the disappointment to which the other is 
exposed. 

1457· But under these circumstances, upon wbat grolmds do you found tbe 
opinion that there is an inducement for tbe further extension of tbe cultivation of 
the soil :-In my own case, I may state I am going out there; it is my intention 
to occupy a grant of land made to me, and in order to cultivate or to bring it to 
a certain degree of cultivation, it is indispensably necessary that I should have 
a few servants to assist, setting aside for the present the prubability of profit from 
their labours; the land is of no use to me witbout labourers, it would not support 
my own family; and from my own personal knowledge, there are many individuals 
in the colony who are similarly situated, and who require sen'ants at the present 
moment; but as to the number required I am not at all prepared to say, but J know 
many instances personally where they are required. 

145 8. You look, then, to going tbere for the purpose of oiJtainincr a mere existence 
wit.hout selli~g SUC? surplus produce as is to give you any of tbe luxuries of life?~ 
It IS more with a view to employment and amusement and for the conveniencies of 
domestic life, tbat servants are required by the persdns to whom I have alluded. 
I do not see myself how the farmer is to improve his circumstances by the employ
ment of labourers beyond what I have mentioned; he is not permitted to export 
any surplus produce. 

1459: It' the supply of produce be redundant one year, will not the demand for 
]aboUl: tal! off the next ye~r?-Yes, I think so, certainly. 

14bo. The tendency ot the supply of produce, you say, is to become redundant, 
consequently the tendency of the demand for labour must be to decrease must it 
~ot?-Yes; at present I may say there is no supply of labour; it is nec~ssary, to 
mduce. a few people.of .the labouring c1as" who are in that colony at present, to do 
any thll1g fo: the capitalist, to make them very tempting offers, absolutely to bribe 
them to do It 

]461. ~re ~he. CO?1mittee to understand you to say, that small as the supply 
of laiJour IS, It IS still r~dundant with regard to the produce, and the produce is 
greater than the demand." - X ot at present; a demand for labour exists at the pre
sent moment, but to what extent I am not prepared to say; I know it does exist. 

Few 
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Few capitalists who went out in 1819 have a single servant on their farm at this 
moment; they certainly require two or three; the common cOllveniences and com
forts of life require that they should have that number of persons. 

1462• Do you consider that the great temptation which there evidently is to 
exchange the condition of a labourer for the condition of a small farmer, arises not 
so much from the increased profits, as the desire of independent possession of pro
perty ?-I think it is the desire of independence; the climate is mild, little.. is 
required, few clothes are necessary, a house is SoO!! huilt, food is extremely cheap, 
so that there is hardly occasion for exertion to obtain all these things. 

1463. But beyond the condition of a labouring farmer cultivating his own soil, 
do you think it extremely difficult for a colonist to rise ?-I think it is, under existing 
circumstances. 

1464. You have heard the proposition wbich has been made to some of the 
preceding witnesses, with respect to sending Ollt labourers to serve under indenture 
for a certain number of years?-Yes. 

1465. Do you think tbat it would be worth wbile for a settler at the Cape to 
enter into terms for engaging a labourer for a number of years, at small wages, 
under indenture;-Yes. 

14)6. Why do you think that would be worth while, if the demand for labour 
is so uncertain as you represent it to be in the case of settlers at the Cape ?-A great 
number of individuals are desirous of having labourers sent out to them, not with 
a view to profit, but domestic comfort. My opinion is, the colony is able to main
tain a very large increase of a certain class of its population, the small farmer cul
tivating his own soil, not the capitalists, nor the men who set out as farmers of a 
superior order. I have no doubt that some labourers are very much required there, 
for the purposes I have mentioned. 

1467. Does your opinion coincide with that of the other witnesses, that in the 
course of the Autumn of this year, two hundred men, two hundred women, and 
four hnndred children above 10 years old, landed at the Cape, would be taken up 
by the coloni&ts, on the principle of paying 91. money wages, and 3 I. a year as 
a repayment for the expense of the transport of each individual :-1 think to that 
extent they would find immediate employment. 

1468. Have you any market for your surplus produce ?-Not that I am aware of, 
under existing colonial regulations. I conceive a great number of persons in the 
colony would be glad to get labourers from England, even though it led to a 
diminution of their income; I do not say this of persons who derive their income 
from business as farmers, but of those who are in possession of incomes differently 
derived. 

1469. Do you know whether in average years the colony has grown enouO"h 
food for its own support, or whether it is in the habit of importing ?-l think, w~h 
the exception of flour occasionally, nothing is imported into the colony in the 
shape of provisions; there is an abundance of animal food constantly to be had, 
and those vegetables which are not liable to be affected by blight (which has been 
the case with corn lately,) supply abundant provisions for the inhabitants; there 
are potatoes, and a species of bean, and the pumpkin, and a variety of vegetables, 
crops of which are quite certain, provided a proper situation is chosen for them. 

14io. Is there a great want of artificers in this new settled country?-No, 
I think not, the supply in 1819 was very great, I think quite equal to the wants of 
the colony. 

] 471. It is principally the mere day-labourer, then, that is wanted?-Yes; for, 
notwithstanding I have a different opinion from those gentlemen who state the 
necessity of additional labour with a view to profit by the tanner, I am convinced 
the ~olony is able to support a very great increase to its present population; and 
!he Idea that they are not so immediately required by the farmer, whose sole o~ject 
IS pr~fit, is ~ounded on this, that he is obliged to sell his produce at a very low 
rate mdeed m favourable seasons. When I went there in 1819, wheat could be 
purchased in the vicinity of Cape Town for 3s. per bushel, and that was not an 
abundant year. 

Henry Ellis, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

1472. ":ILL you have the goodness to state to the Committee, your opiniun as 
to the opemng prospects of the Cape of Good Hope, under the circumstance of an 
annual supply of labour in proportion to the demand ?-I have no question that 
the Cape can absorb an annual supply of labour, provided that supply be pro-
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portionate to the demand of the colony, and I add, a demand actually exists in the 
colony for that labour. 

1473. Are you not of opinion that one of the consequences of ?uch a regl!lat~d 
supply will be to increase natural producti~ns. at the Cape, for .wlnch a market Will 
ultimately be found ?-l have no doubt of It, masmuch as certamly the~~ .never has 
yet been an adequate supply of labour in tbe Cape, nor have the capabilities of the 
colony at all been brought forth in consequence. 

1474. Do you not consi?er tha~ the main impeo!ment to the developement of 
the resources of the colony IS constituted by the defiCiency of t~e s~pply of labour? 
-Inasmuch as where there is a quantity of land capable of cul~IvatlOn, and capable 
of various productions, and that that land has not been cul.tlvated fr?m want of 
labour, I conceive there can be no doubt that the colony IS susceptlble of very 
considerable improvement. ., . 

1475. How many years were you reSident there r-Only two years; not qUite 
two. 

]476. Will you have the go?d~ess to instance that by th~ Cape itsel~~-I give 
as an instance Cape TowlI; If It were merely to be retamed as a milItary and 
naval port, th~re would be no ~eason why more corn .or provisions of any kind 
should be grown than was sufficle~t to ~upply the garrISon. an? the crews of the 
ships happeninO" to touch there; m pomt of fact, the cultivatIOn has gone mllch 
beyond that; this has arisen from the increasing population. The vine has been 
grown there; that would never have been grown, if it had not been for the increase 
of population, and labour being directed to such productions as the soil was ca· 
pable of bearing. If it had been merely looked to in a military or naval point of 
view, no district would have been cultivated now but the Cape district. 

]477. Are you prepared, as you have always kept up an intercourse and 
acquaintance with the Cape, to concur in the opinion given by the witnesses this 
day, as to the probability of an influx of emigrants being absorbed in the manner 
suggested by this Committee ?-I can have no doubt of it; for, under every disad
vantage, three or four thousand persons have been already absorbed since 1820. 

1478. Do you not consider that, admitting the emigration were to take place 
this year, it might take place in future years on the principle suggested in the 
course of examination, the annual demand on the part of the colony being made 
known through the medium of a correspondence between the Cape and this 
country, so that only so much labour might be sent out as would meet the de
mand r-The details of any measure of that kind present considerable difficulty, 
and they vary with the circumstances of each colony. I am 1I0t prepared to say 
that perhaps the persons now resident in the Albany district are the best persons 
with whom you would negociate for the supply of labour, but I have no doubt 
that pe.rsons employing their capital at the rate which has been proposed, that is, 
of paymg I)t. to the labo~re.r, and. 3t. to Government, would inevitably find it 
answer. In truth, when It IS conSidered there has been an unfortunate visitation 
?f .provide~ce, in the blight of the ~orn for three successive years in a new district, 
It IS not fair to arg~e from ~n acclden!, .that ::mch must be the case in the colony 
ge~erally; I am 9Ul!e co~vmce~ that If It had not been for that accidental blight, 
wInch was the prmclpal dlsappomtment, and some other collateral circumstances 
(1 allude to certain B?easures of the colonial government, and to the change in 
regard to the township of Bathurst) the number of settlers sent out in 1820 and 
l~:.! ~ 1V0uid noll' have constituted a well-conditioned, comfortable population in the 
dlstnct of Allmny. 

] 479· Ar~ you not of opinion t~at the principle of an emigration of labourers, 
wh? m~y ultHnately be ~onvert~d .lIJIo small capitalists, is a sounder principle of 
emIgratIon th~n ~ncouragmg a;tlficlally ~he ~migration of capitalists ?-If I under
stand the prmclple, I take It an emIgratIOn of capitalists would bring with it 
labour, for any ca~italist applying his mind soundly to the subject, would find he 
<:ould do n~thl.ng mlh me~e . mQ[~ey unless he got labour, and therefore an emigra. 
tlon of capitalIsts would m Itselt be an emilJration of labour • 
. 1480. Do'yo~ not think it aggravates the

O 

difficulty of emigration, if at the same 
time th~ c~pltahst and the labourer go out together; or is it not more natural that 
the c~pltahsts should ,~o where they choose. and then the supply of labour should 
be gIVen afterwardsr-A,. I understand the purp05e of the Emigration con
te~plated, it is to rid this country of a redundant population· that is the principal 
obJ~~t. 1 do not think that any capitalist in this country, looking to the rest of the 
w0r. ' would select the Cape as the place upon which he would employ his 
capital, for undoubtedly the profitable return from the Cape is not lIO certain as it 

is 
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is in Canada and New South ''''ales; but I happen to conceive it to be more cer
tain than others do. But if I am asked with a view to the emigration of persons 
whose labour is not wanted here, whether their labour is not wanted at the Cape, 
and wiII not be paid for, I should say in the affirmative, it is wanted, and will be 
paid for. 

1481. Do you mean as unproductive labour, or as productive labour;-I consider 
that if labour in this country is so redundant that the individual is not employed, 
he is unproductive in this country, and must be maintained from the labour of 
those who are employed and are productive; so that if the labourer or unemployed 
pauper in this country, who cannot be called productive, becomes an emigrant 
to the Cape, and produces his own maintenance, I hold him to be a productive 
labourer, as compared with the unproductive pauper in this country. 

1482. Having heard the evidence of the last witness, who asserted that there 
would be a great demand for menial servants, meaning labourers for the house
hold, which would be unproductive labour, and such as produced nothing from 
the land, will you have the goodness to state if in your opinion the emigrant would 
be employed as a productive labourer at the Cape ?-I must take the liberty to 
:lUggest, that I would correct the last witness; for in a country where you send 
a number of people to land that has nothing growing upon it, the menial ser
vants you ,yant are persons who will help you to grow something. Among the 
settlers who wtnt out to the Cape, there were some who took out a small capital; 
while that capital lasted, they wanted food and servants, and food and servants 
were found them. Tbose who did not set to work as persons in a new country 
ought, soon got to the end of their capital, and tbere was an end to their means 
of purchasing food and hiring servants; and what is much to be regretted, if they 
had not had the means of coming to this country, they must have ronained 
paupers cr labourers there. 

1483. If you have no sale for your surplus produce, what interest would you 
have to grow any thing more than you yourself consumed ?-If I were to admit 
the first part of tbat question, that there was no sale, it \lould be a different matter; 
but the fact is, that bitherto the population of the colony has been so spare and 
inadequate to the extent of the soil, that it is quite out of the question to say what 
would be the exports of the colony. 

1484. 'Vhat are they?-Tbe exports are various; among them corn, when the 
colony is not vis;ted by the blight. The year hdore I arl'ived at the Cape had 
been a bad year: we were obliged to send to r ndia and other places for a supply 
of corn; but before it arrived, the prospect of next year was such, that actually 
in that year there was a considerable exportation of wheat fi'om the Cape to the 
Mauritius and to South America. It is in the kno\\'ledge of tbe COlllmittee, that 
two years ago, when various schemes were going forward, and everyone was 
contemplating the formation of companies, the Cape was selected as a place sus
ceptible of af!;ricllltural speculation to a certain amount, in the same manner as 
Au~tralia; I was 1101 surprised that the scheme did not go forward, for His Majesty's 
government were so tenacious of the productive acres at tbe Cape, they would not 
grant them, except under severe conditions; they attached so much value to these 
acres, that a million of them at tllC Cape was thougbt a most monstrous demand, 
500,000 would not be given, :200,000 were quibbled auout. But it was t.he opinion 
of capitalists, that tbe scheme would have taken precisely the same character as 
the Australian Company has. If it had been supposed that there would be no 
export, certainly the capitalists never could have contemplated employing them
selves upon what was not to yield an export, as in no other shape could they have 
got a return for their capital. I have mentioned this project, uecause it shon's that 
all persons do not entertain the opinion that there can be no export from the Cape. 
To that proposition was subscribed the !lallJe:; of those persons who had had the 
best means of estimating the value of land at the Cape. 

1485. Has not the tendency to export, even under the high prices at the Cape, 
been such, that Government has been obliged to prohibit exportation ?-Certainly ; 
it was, ill my opinion, a very mistaken policy on the part of Government, and a 
policy which, when in office there, I very much contested, for if upon a notion of 
scarcity ~'ou are to prohibit export, it is quite conclusive, that the prohibition of 
export wlll be the prohibition of cultivation. 

14;86. l.t .has been stated, the price of wheat at Cape Town is in British money 
an~ In Bntlsh measure, 80S. per quarter; is that so?-I don't recollect any such 
price; 'perhaps some other gentlemen do, who are more conversant with the .sub-
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ject; but about ten rix dollars the muid was considered as a remunerating price 
during my stay in the colony. . . 

1487. How is that price of wheat at Cape Town consistent with ~he assertion, 
that there is a redundance of supply in Albany?-I cannot conce!ve how that 
can be, where there are no markets regularly established. Supposl~g a market 
not to be regularly e~talJlished, and one individual to have been p~rtlcular~y suc
cessful in his crop, and to have a redundanc~, as f~r as the. co?sumptlo~ of his own 
family went, if there were no market es!abllshed 111 the district to w?lch he could 
send his redundant corn he would be m the case of a person havmg too much 
corn; yet there would n~t be a gener~l redundancy. It is the absence of a local 
market in a new settlement I am speakmg of. In a new settlement, a man who has 
a garden will not be able, immediately, to find a market for his surplus vegetable.s, 
there is nobody near him to buy them, and the vegetables must be left to rot 111 

the ground. It is impossible, in the first formation of a settlement, for markets ~nd 
every thing to be established at once; therefore any redundancy of supp~y which 
may be alleged to have existed in Albany, must have been an accidental or II1sulated 
redundancy. 

1488. ·Would not the progressive increase of the population tend more to correct 
that consequence than any other circumstance ?-Undouhtedly; for an increase of 
population is generally followed by regular markets, and every man kno~s .w~ere to 
send the redundancy of what he grows, and to find a purchaser; but It IS Impos
sible for a man digging in his garden, in which he might have cultivated produce, to 
leave his garden and cattle, anti a ",ife and family, with his basket in his hand, as 
he might in a street in London, and say, Who will buy my surplus carrots and 
vegetables; he is obliged to leave them perishing on the ground. 

1489. You have stated, that if there were an additional supply of labour to the 
Cape, various productions might be raised in the colony; will you have the good
ness to state what those productions are, besides grain ?-These will he determined 
by the nature of the soil and climate. I do not profess myself to be either an 
agriculturist or a botanist, or a scientific person, but I have understood that ever), 
production of the temperate zone, and many of the tropical regions, can be grown 
at the Cape. 

1490 . In looking to an export market from the Cape, what are the countries to 
which you direct your attention ~-Why, to the Isle of France, which is nearest, 
and to South America, and I think to India. I should also look to the fisheries, to 
supply the markets for salt fi,h, which exist in different parts of Europe and else
where; on the eastern coast of the Cape of Good Hope there is a species of fish in 
great quantities, nearly resembling the cod, which is capable of being salted; there 
would be salt fish, whale oil, wool, hides, corn, wine, dried fruit, and pretty much 
those productions that belong to the :'Ilediterranean. 

1491. What are the articles which you would propose at present to carry from 
the Cape to the Mauritius and the Isle of France, which are the markets for corn?
I~ certa.inly cannot be a very considerable market, for the population of the Isle of 
france IS not great; but I have known merchants at the Cape send corn advan
tageously to the :\fauritius and to the Brazils. 

1492. Is not the .vine s~scep~ible of great improvement ?-U ndoubtedly it is; 
and as )et, ~\"hether It be In agriculture, or whether it be with respect to the vine, 
every. thing III the Cape has marked the want o~ capital, ~h~ want of knowledge, and 
the nant o~ labour. But I beg lea~~ .to ~odlfy my opllllOn, by saying that I do 
no! for a? Il1stant compare the capabilities ot the Cape, for the absorption of popu
latIOn, ~\Ith Canada; .1 only go to tbe ex.tent of saying, that it is capable of a certain 
absorptIOn ~f p~pulat~on, not the least I? pro~ortion to it~ apparent geographical 
extent! but m plOportlOn to those parts ot It whICh arc capable of arable cultivation; 
there IS a great .deal of land not capable, from the aridity of the soil, of being 
usef~ f~r any ~hlll.g ~ut pasturage; and it remains to be tried, whether it will grow 
~Ily era"~ but .llle indigenous grass of the colony; no experiment has been made by 
IDtroducmg different sorts of grass, so that I cannot say what is its capability for 
pasturage. . 

A1 1493. How long did you reside there?-Two years. I may say with respect to 

h 
bailY, I went up there, and my duty was to locate the settlers to place them in 

t e urou d II 'd h .... . ' '" n s a otte to t em, when the EmlcrratlOn took place 10 1820 I saw that 
pahrt of thl.e cou?try; my evidence must ther~fore be taken as the eviden~e of a person 
W 0 app led IllS . d ·h·l h c: k mID ,'\ I e at t e spot, lor a year and a half but whose personal 
now ledge of the dEtails cannot be great. ' 

1494. Has 
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1494. Has not the Dutch pa~t of the colony. been settled under disad~an~a~eous 
circumstances ?-It was settled m reference entirely to the advantage of mdlVJduals 
applying for ~ra~ts. of land, and .without any reference to the capability of the 
colony for mamtammg the populatIOn. 

) 495. Were not settlers permitted to make choice of spots very much where they 
liked, with reference to water and so on, without general reference to one situation 
or another ?-Clearly so, in the early part of the settlement. 

1496. And by that means, was not an intermediate space left unsettled ?-Yes. 
1497. How many labourers would he immediately absorbed this season, without 

injury to the colony?-I should say, that this season, considering the vicissitudes 
of the crops that have lately occu:-red at the Cape, and the general discouragement 
produced there, it would not be safe to make the experiment beyond IOU families, at 
the most. 

1498. Is it of material consequence that there should be a number of children, 
or as few as possible?-In a new country the fewer helpless people you have, the 
better; and if you take a child, it is not right to calculate hp, can make any return 
under 10 years of age; you must have some; there would be little risk of health; 
the return of deaths of the colonists in the new settlement, from the Emigration of 
18'20 and 1821, I should suppose has not exceeded the average mortality of places 
in any part of the world; I do not know that it has exceeded the average in the 
rest of the colony. 

1499. Do you consider th,e climate as prejudicial to children ?-Quite the con
trary; it is impossible for any climate to be more favourable to the human consti
tution than the Cape of Good Hope. 

1500. What is the ordinary drink of labourers at the Cape?-W'ine, generally. 
1501. Are you of opinion that there would be no danger in sending to the 

Cape this year a well assorted emigration, consisting of 100 men, 100 \\'omen, and 
300 children ?-I think not, on the principles which I know are contemplated by 
this Committee. 

15U:::. Do you concur \\ ith the opinions given in the course of the examination 
to-day, that for the future a system may be adopted, by which the real demand of 
the colony may be regularly supplied ?-l have no doubt it may, and the result 
will be, the increased cultivation of the colony, and with that, the increased pros
perity of its inhabitants. 

1503. And a progressive increased demand for labour ?-I should think so, as 
a necessary consequence; I think increased prosperity involves a progressive demand 
for labour. 

1504. When you say you have no doubt this emigration may be absorbed, do 
you llIean to convey an idea, that the money laid out in senning them, would be 
gradually repaid by their employers by instalments, under the system of inden
tures ?-I should think every part of the repayment would be made. Applying 
myself to the Cape, of which I know more than of other colonies, I think the period 
should be extended as long as possible; if the persons \\'ho engaged \\ ith them, and 
took them nnder those indentures, were persons of industrious habits themselves, 
and lived as men in a new country ought to do, that is, with the neceasaries and few 
of the luxuries of life, I have no question but that it would be repaid in the course 
of fin: or 5even years, that is, 3t. a year, paying so much less to the wages, The 
ground of it is this: I take the price of slave labour in the Cape; a ploughman 
would get from 15 to 20 rix dollars per month; at the time I was there it was 20 

dollars, about 2t.; 15 rix dollars would be 308.; he lIas fed besides, and he was 
clothed partially; they are not persons Ilho 'york very hani; free labour, at the rate 
of 12t. a year, would be considerably less; my calculation for the slave was 18t. 
a ye.ar, besides his fo~d and some clothes; if it answered the purpose of the people 
to gIVe 18t. a year WIth food and some clothes to a slave, I cannot conceive it should 
not answer giving 121. to a free labourer . 
. 150 .5'. The qu~stion is, whether from your knowledge of the Cape, under the 
clrc~msta?ces which have been supposed to-day, you could undertake to recommend 
~he Illcurrlll~ of preliminary expense, with ,the probability of ultimate repayment by 
~nstalments ,-The way in which I would answer it would be this; if I were engaged 
III a. ~ompany, I very much doubt if I should make my experiment at first with 100 

famllie.s, I should be inclined to make the experiment with 50 fanllji,:s; but when 
I consld~~ that this is a great national measure, I have no hesitation in saying, that 
!Oo.famllies might be safely sent out there; for I conceive you have the great object 
m view ?f getting rid of unemployed persons here, and it is not a simple debtor 
and creditor account. 

55(). X 2 1506. Now 
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1506. Now, without looking to re.payment at all, 1V0uid ?ot t~at population so 
sent out, be more easily absorded ;-Unquestionably; I believe If there were no 
repayment at all, the population would be better there than her~. . 

1.')07. If therefore no repayment is looked for by the parties $omg out, or the 
persons who took them there, will not a larger number of populatIOn be absorbed? 
-I have mentioned 100 families and I certainlv would not, under the actual 
circumstances of the talony, go b~yond 100 families; and if ~t were not a national 
measure, I would say a smaller number would be a safer experIment. 

1,j08. Would you say that you thin~ this Committee migh,t be recommended 
to encouracre Government to send out emigrants to that amount ~-I would say the 
Committee'" might safely recommend to Gov'ernment to send 100 families out. 

1509. In the new settlements of the Cape, is the intercourse carried on entirely 
by barter, or is there any currency in circulation ?-As the new settlement forms 
part of an old established colony, the currency in the colony has necessarily found 
its way more or less into that new settlement, for there was a certain sum of money 
deposited by the settlers who went out in 18:20-21, and these deposits, repayable 
upon the spot, in this new settlement, put them in ample possession of colonial 
currency. 

I ,J I o. Is there then a certain amount of currency in circulation ;-Yes. 
1511. Was the 18!. which you calculated to be paid to the slave, in money or 

provisions ?- I "'as taking a case; I was supposing a man "ith a farm, who wanted 
to hire Ii farm servant, and not owning a slave himselt~ to go to a person having 
a slave, he would give that in money to the person who supplied him; but I was 
applying myself to the old established districts of the colony, where there exi3ted 
that slave population. 

111m ,tis, ~OU die UI//'tii, 1827. 

?lIr. IVilliam Spencer AUl'thhouse, being again called, delivered in the 
following Paper, which was read. 

" Honourable Sir, " London, 19th l'IIarch 1827. 
" \VE beg, through your medium, to lay before the Honourable Committee on 

Emi,l!ration, a few Extracts from letters "Titten by Settlers in Upper Canada to their 
friends, at various periods; we believe the persons writing are all known to Captain 
~Iarshall, to whom we would refer you. These extracts prove, to a moral certainty, 
that ca pital invested in the proposed undertaking is secure of a return. 

" Grateiul for the attention already paid to our requests, we are loth to press 
for a premature decision; but-the feverish anxiety under which the petitioners are 
suffering, the prospect of the season passing away, when preparations should be 
making to facilitate embarkation; the accuunts we daily receive, of the continued 
distress of many,. ~nd t~e an~icipated de5tructi~~ of mos~; the certainty, that in two 
sho~t. months a Cl'lSIS Will a~nve, when the petitIOners. Will be rendered incapable of 
I1vaI!lll~ themselves of any jutur~ grant, and whatever ~s determined IIpon this Spring 
m~st either rescue th~m from misery .01' plunge them mto absolute despair- renders 
tlllS sus pence almost mtolerable, and mduces us to be~eech the Committee to brin" 
its proceedings, in our case, to a speedy conclusion. " 

" '" e are, Honourable Sir, 

" The Hon. R. J. W. Horton, 
&c. &c. &c." 

" Your obedient humble Servants, 
" 1'ohn Tail. 
" James lVi/son. 
" 1fT. S. ]l.Torthhouse." 

EXTRACTS: 
From Andrew Angus, to his Parents. 

, " Lanark.Township, 24 Lot, 10 Concession, 12 January 1822. 
". hJIt my part I lIke the country very well; and I think anyone who haS 

~ mmd to work pretty hard for two years, may look forward to something like 
mdependen<;e, as we can perceive by those who came here three vears a(1o. 
~lr Gemmll I h d h ' . k • " '. nor ever a an our s SIC ness. The summer is a great deal warmer 
than \\'Ith "ou but not I' 1t I . bl . th " . . h . J.'. 1 o.ela e, e WInter IS very cold, partIcularly at mg t 
and mormng, but trom ten untIl four afternoon we can work with coat and vests off 
lit choppmg down trees, which is very pleasant work. 

~ T~ 
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This country produces excellent potatoes, Indian corn, wheat, and in fact almost !\Ir. 
every thing a family needs, b~sides a Ilumb~r of luxurie~. We are wO.rse ofr for W. S. Nurlhhuuse. 
clothes until we be able to raIse sheep and hnt; both thrtve well here; mdeed the ~ 
lVool is'said to be equal to the Merino. '20 March, 

18~7· The larger a family is that comes out here, has the most advantage of doing well ; 
there are some that came out in 1820, with six children, and without a farthing but 
government allowance, bought two cows, and maintained themselves on thrjr land 
until they raised crop sufficient. - - -

If trade is no better in Glasgow, you could not do Letter than come out; if 
the country was not in the highest degree healthy, I would not advise you to 
come out. - - -" 

June 2d, 1824. 
" - • - I wish you had come out here at the time I came, as by this time you 

would have been out the reach of dull trade and high markets, except as a seller. 
There were none about us hut what had a good deal to dispose of; for my own 
part, last year I raised as much provision as would have done me for two years; 
we had a good read y market for our flour at the mill we get it ground at (about 
fifteen miles from where we li\'e) erected by Captain Robertson for the use of the 
emigrants he brought out. [Having bcen badly u'it h the fever alld ague, he 
proceeds.] However, my work did not fall behind, there was an acre and a half 
which I had not got cut down, notice was given me there were some coming to 
chop it out on such a day, ,yhich they did; then I had no more to do than to send 
word I wanted it piled up for burning, when about thirty men turned out and 
logged off about three acres in one day; others cal1le in and put in Illy crop; in 
fact, I am further forward with my work than any of my neighbours, which is 
always the case when one has trouble; the neighbours will turn out from six to 
eight miles to forward their work; but sickness is very scarce in this settlement. 
I wish you would all come out if you could; I could not advise you with so much 
confidence before, but I see now that any family coming out, and able to support 
themselves until they raise the first crop, have always plenty of provisions after
wards." 

April IS, 18:25. "This place has been settled little more than three years, and 
some that left Scotland with nothing, have now from 1:2 to 1 8 head of cattle, besides 
sheep and hogs. This township gro'\"s a great deal of wheat and Indian corn of 
the best quality; my own crops have always turned out remarkably well; this 
year I had as much flollr as would have done me three years, besides a areat deal 
of other grain. I planted five quarts of Indian corn, the produce of ~hich was 
50 bush~ls, and that is not thought a great crop; from seven bushels of pota
toes I had 240 bushels. To give you some idea how this township has come 
on; we have an annual meeting, where we choose our office-bearers; I was 
appointed assessor, I had to go to every house to take an account of clear land, 
number of inhabitants and cattle; there are 1560 people, 95 oxen about four years 
old, ] 80 under four and above two years old, 338 milk cows, and more than 1000 
under tl\O years old. The taxes, which all go for school and bridges, arc trifling, 3d. 
every milk cow, 4d. for every ox above four years, and 1 d. for evcry acre of clear 
land." 

From T¥itliam Davie, to his Sons and Daughters. 

"Dalbeth, Township of Ramsay, 25th November 1821. 
"- - - 1 AM now come to that part of my letter, where T must give you my 

own opinion of this place, which is shortly this : Were I to get a gift ot' a free house 
and shop in Parkhead, and one hundred pounds beside, I would not exchange, I value 
my present situation more than that. I can see men here, who have not been more 
than two or thr~e years on the,ir. Ian?, who have now three head of cattle, and forty 
fowls a~out theIr doors, and lmng Jl1 the greatest plenty. Now only compare this 
scene WIth that of the weavers at home, and you will be able to judge for yourselves. 
We would all be pleased exceedingly, were everyone of you to come to this place; 
should you do so, I will do every thing in my power to make YOll comfortable; by 
next fal! or h.a~vest, 1 think I should have provisions enough to satisfy all our wants, 
God bemg wtlhng to prosper our crops." 

10 July 1825. "We are enjoying most excellent health; our crops last year 
we!e.abundant, of which we have a surplus; the crop this'season looks well so far 
as It IS gone; my clearance contains 4 acres of wheat, 1 f acre of oa~s, 1 acre of Indian 
corn, 1 acre of barley, 1 acre of peas, I acre of turnips, 1 acre of potatoes, and 
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Mr. the rest in hay for winter feed for the cattle,. which consi~t o~ 2 cows, 2 young oxen 
W. S. Nurthllouse. rising 3 years old, 2 of last y~ar, and 2 of th!s year, m~klng In a.1I 8 head of cattle; 
______ add to this 1 hog, 1 sow, whIch we expect wIll have a lItter of pIgs; the coc~s and 

'10 March, hens are the same number as that regiment often tried and never found to fall, 42, 
18<17· which supply us with abundance of eggs." - - -

From William JII'Millan, to his Children in Cambuslang. 

" Dalhousie, 24th August 1822. 
" WEare very much surprised that you have neglected the opportunity Govern

ment has given in sending out families to this place; it appears to us !o be like the 
parable, 'When the dinner was ready, for excuse, the one had mal'ned, the o~her 
building a house, &c.' 1 am afraid you will never get such another opportunIty; 
I wish you were all here, we would soon be happy; we like the place well, and the 
governor, Colonel Marshall. is a very fine gentleman. There is no inconvenience 
from summer's heat or winter's cold, 1 can work in winter with my coat off through
out the day. Be ,ure to embrace the fir.')t opportunity of coming here." 

From James Dobbie, to his Father and Friends. 

" Lanark, U. C. 24 April 1826. 
" - - _ I and my f~mily are still taking well with this country; and I really do 

bless God every day I rise, that He was ever pleased in the course of His providence 
to blnd me and my family to this place. Weare not without difficulties here, but 
they are nothing in comparison to your wants in Glasgow; we have always had 
plenty to eat and drink, and have always had a little to spare. Next to my own 
happiness, I wish you were here; I wish you would try and do all you can to come 
out; you will find plenty of work, and hard work, but be assured it will pay you, 
and that well. My ;:tock of cattle consists of one yoke of oxen, three milk cows, 
and three young ones. I have got up a VEl y handsome new house, with the assist
ance of fifteen young men; it was raised in one day; it is 24 feet in length, and 
] 5 in breadth. Col. l\larbhall will be in Glasgow; call upon him, and he will give 
you his opinion of this place." 

June :::6, 1826. To his Cousin.-" Would to God, my dear friend, that you and 
all my friends were bere with us; by labouring on the land, you would be indepen
dent of trade, and, with the blessing of God, you would always have plenty to eat 
and drink, which, with health, makes life a pleasure. We have always had plenty 
since we came here, for ourselves, and have still sold more or less every year. OUf 

superintendent, Col. Marshall, is going home, it is said, to bring out emigrants to 
be settled in two tow.nship~ in Lower. Cana?a; now yo~ should do al.l you. can to try 
and get out, let nothmg lunder you If pOSSIble. All thIS settlement IS strIving to do 
well; wefe you here, and seeing the improvements that are going on amongst us 
you would not believe that 'lI;e'll:ere once GlalJgow u"Ca'l-'ers." ' 

Peter jJ</ollro, to John 1Il'Lachlal1. 

" Dalhousie, 6 May 1824. 
" I~ it. had b~en so ordered that you had come here when I came, you 

would, by bemg Illdustnous, have had plenty to eat of the best flour Indian corn 
and potatoes~ a~d to drink of the best milk, maple sap, molasses and' honey. Last 
harvest, I lal~ III 140 bushels of potatoes, besides grain of all sorts. You· may 
depend u~~n It we had a number of difficulties, but now they are almost over; yet 
we may stl expect t? meet with losses and crosses. Last January, I lost one of my 
large oxen, yet PrOVIdence has always been kind to me; the first two calves 1 had 
were oxen, they are now th~ee years old, and are able to do the most of my worle. 
I have g?t a large house bUIlt, :W feet by 30, and a barn :?o feet by 40." 

2ith November 1826. To the same.-" We hear there will be an extensive immi
grati?n ~ext Spring; I would seriously advise you, as a friend, to enrol your name 
and tamlly among the.m as early as possible; and, for your encouragement, I will 
teU you, upon mr arrIval at Greenock from Paisley, depending on a certain friend 
for the supply at a few pounds to pay my passage I "O&S disappointed' bllt there 
were a few more in the same predicament· we we:e in all 2-1. short' but raised 
the sum b bOt' W h ' " I , Y su scn~ IOn: e to en got orders to put our luggage aboard. John, 
I neve~ was happier In my lIfe than with that order' .and now have I not 
reason; - - -" • , 

Robert 
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Robert Fleming, to a Friend. 

" Lanark (U. C.) 24th April 18:.:J5. 
" - - - I AM still making it better. I have about eight acres of land bearing 

crop, and two more making ready. I have two cows giving milk, a yoke of oxen, a 
two-year old steer, and a young bull; we keep pigs, which yiel(\ us plenty of pork. 
I had as much wheat last year as would keep my family for two years; what I did 
not need I sold, and bought clothes with to my family. - - - - " 

William Anderson, to his Mother. 
" Ramsay Township, 16th July 1825. 

" Yau are very anxious to be with me, but I doubt you would not be able 
to stand the fatigue of the passage. If you were here, I could keep you pretty com
fortable. I have been exceedin<T fortunate in <Telting good land and good crops. 
I have plenty of provisions to li~e upon, and aelittle to spare. I have built a new 
house in the centre of my lot, on a rising ground, and were my ground cleared 
I could see from the house the four corners of my lot.. Crops look well this season. 
The clearing of the land is nothin.g to me; all is, how to plant and reap. I have 
two milk-cows and a young one rising two year old, two spring calves, and a yoke 
of oxen, which make seven head of cattle; and we have seven hogs. I have got 
18 acres all under crop with grain and hay. - - - " 

In addition to and corroborating the above accounts, there are letter£ from 
William Allan, Hugh Wallace, William Hay, Robert Park, in the township of 
Dalhousie; James teitch, Ramsay James Smith, in North Sherbrook; and a 
number of others, written to their friends in Glasgow and nei/!hbourhood. Almost 
all of them were bred to manufactures, particularly weaving, and went out with 
the assistance of Government during the years 18:20 and 1821. 

TVilliam Bowman Felton, Esq. again called in; and Examined. 

1512. AN Estimate has been given in to the Committee, according to which 
the expense for food for an emigrant family of five persons, at the Cape of Good 
Hope, is calculated at it. lOS., being only for six months; by comparing that with 
the Canada Estimate already printed, it is perceived that the Canada estimate 
extends to sixteen months, and that the expense is calculated at 28 t. ; will you 
state to the Committee the reasons for this difference, or rather the necessity for 
that prolonged duration of rations at the Canadas ;-It must be first observed that 
the Canada estimate is founded on an experience on a very extended scale, and it 
has been discovered that the promise of a smaller supply of provisions than twelve 
months would be illusory, the greater part of the first twelve months would be lost 
before a settler could prepare his land for a crop, in consequence of the necessity 
of removing the timber before the land is ready to receive the seed; and that being 
the case, no return can be depended upon until the end of the next harvest; 
therefore assuming that the settler arrives in the Canadas in the middle of summer, 
and leaving Great Britain on the 1 st of A pril, he cannot well reach Upper Canada 
before the month of May is consumed, it will occupy the remainder of the summer 
to prepare the ground for a crop to he put in the succeeding spring; if the settlers 
are dispatched from Europe in the course of the summer, it will be the month of 
August, or early in September, before they will arrive in the colony, and then the 
two months open weather before the winter sets in is barely sufficient for them to 
build their huts to shelter them from the inclemency of the weather, and to prepare 
the. ground for the succeeding spring's cropping; now under the latter circumstances 
which are thus contemplated by the Committee, it will be most assuredly twelve 
months before any return can be received from the labours of the settlers. The 
Committee distinctly understand that there are no lands whatever in the British 
colonies denuded of wood; the only districts in the North American hemisphere 
c\e~r of wood, ~re at present too remote to furnish a place of location for our 
e.mlgrant populatIOn. 
. 1513- Are there no tracts of land, such as the Americans call Prairies?-N ~ne 
In the Canadas ;. the Prairies are confined to the northern bank of the river Ohio, 
and are not the most profitably cultivated lands after all. 

15~4. You think, therefore, that any estimate would be fallacious, which did not 
take mto consideralion the maintenance of the settlers for a period of a year, and 

550. X 4 possibly 

Mr. 
W. S. Nortklwu,t. 

~o March, 
1827. 

W. B. Felton, 
Eoq. 



168 :'llNC'TES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

IV. BEsFdton, possibly for a period of fi~teen or sixt~en months?-To at!~mpt to carryon a settle-
~ ment on a larae scale Without ensurma the settlers proVISIOn for twelve montbs at 

~ least, would a~suredly' be attended wilh disappointment. In re.spect of.the. differ-
20 March, 

1827. ence in the expense of provision mentioned in the two estimates, It IS to be 
observed, that according to the calculations of the gentleman from the .Cape of 
Good Hope, beef, which is the basis of the c1iet proposed for the settlers, IS almost 
valueless, whereas provision of all descriptions in the Canada~ usua]~y sells for 
a price relative to the producillg it; that is an ad~antage which ~Itll~ately the 
settlers will profit greatly by. The second or third senes of settlers arnve m March, 
and contribute to enable the first estaulished settlers to pay a large proportion of 
the sum advanced to their maintenance, by their purchasing of them their pro
ductions; but if provisions remain at the present price at the Cape, I do not see 
any pm-pect of their selling their surplus to advantage. I am so convinced of the 
certainty of agricultural produce obtaining a remunerating price in the Canadas, 
that upon that I ground my project for the repayment for the provisions which shall 
be advanced to the settlers, conceiving that if the Governmenl receives in kind the 
provisions it lends to the settlers, they will always be enabled to convert them into 
money, if they are not disposed to distribute them among the new coming settlers. 
I will take the liberty of submitting to the Committee my proposition upon that 
subject. 

l The "Fitness delivered ill the same; which was read, as follows: ] 

PLAN for the repayment of the Provisions furnished to the Emigrants, after their 
arrival at the place of location. 

Each Family of five persons to be allowed to take up from the public store pro
visions for 15 months (consisting of flour or meal, pork, and molasses or sugar, 
as in the Table of Rations) the quantity being left to the discretion of the 
emigrant, but not to exceed in value 40s. for each month; so 
that the whole supply, if required, estimated at 3 rations per 
diem, including seed grain and potatoes, will be - - -

Interest on 30 I. at 5 per cent, for five years 
£.30 

7 10 -

10 -

In case the emigrant does not take up to the full extent of the allowance. he shall 
be charged only with the value of the actual supply. 

In th.e e.vent of the emigrant repaying one-half of the amount (say 15l.) before 
the explr!lt.lOn of ~ve years, he shall be allowed. three years more in which to repay 
the remamlng mOiety, and the whole sum thus liquidated shall be free of interest • 

. If he de!er~ repayment until the expiration of five years, he shall be charged 
With the prmclpal sum advanced, and the accumulated interest thereon the whole 
fo~mi?g a lien on his estate; and at the end of the sixth year, the int~rest on the 
principal (~t. lOS.) to be e~acted, and payment thereof to be required annually, 
always subject to the deductIOn correspondent to that portion of the capital (30t.) 
which he may repay in the interval. 

'!he repay~ent of principal and i.nterest to be. made in produce; viz. pork or 
gra~n at the prices fixed for those articles at the tllne of the advance beinO" made 
gram being taken at its relative value in respect to flour or meal and the e~niaran~ 
to be allowed the option of paying money either in whole or in p~rt. 10 

At the end of llIne years the settler shall be required to pay 20 per cent, or 
o~e-fifth of the debt (37/. lOS.) and so on annually until the whole is repaid which 
wIll thus be accomplished in six years. ' 

TABLE OF RATIONS. 

s. d. 
1* lb. of flour or meal, a' - 2! 
! I b_ of pork, a' - - - 2 
2 oz. of molasses or sugar - -I 

3 rations allOl~ed for fivel 
persons; VIZ. 1 man, ~ X 

I WOmtlO, 3 children -J 

51 

3 

3t p'diem. ---

60 weeks.rations,a' 1/3~ p'diem £.27 11 3 
Seed gram and potatoes - - 2 8 9· 

.£ .. W 

.. Viz. 2 bushels wheat, a' 5/ _ £. - 10 -

5 bushels oats, a' 2/ - 10 -
10 bushels potatoes, a' 2/6 1 5 -
Indian corn and grass seed -=-U-

£.2 8 9 -
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Mr. David Polley Francis, being again called in, delivered in the following Paper, 
which was read: 

ESTIMATE for the Transport from England, to Algoa Bay and the Location 
within IOu miles of that Port, of a .Family of Emigrants, consisting of two 
Adults and three Children. 

Passage out, including Freight, Provisions, Water, 
Fuel and Birthing 

Waggon-hire for 100 miles 
2 pair l3lankets 
l'urniture and Cooking Utensils 
Mechanical Implements 
.Fanning Implements - - - -
Seed W heat, Maize, Potatoe~, Garden Seeds 
1 Cow 
3 Milch Goats 
Six months Provisions, allowing 5 Ibs. Butcher's meat 

per day for the Falllily, alld I d. per head for Bread 
alld Vegetables 

£. s. d. 

36 
3 3 

15 
10 

2 

I:! 

i 10 
~~~-

54 10 

N. B. No allowance is made for building a house, as every man able to wield an 
axe may erect a comfortable shelter in three days; uut it would be expedient to 
allow every falilily a tent for two or three weeks at tir~t, to secure them, in case of 
wet weather. 

1.5 15. You have heard the evidence given uy Mr. Felton, with regard to the 
necessity of from twelve to sixteen months provisions in Canada; will you state 
what are the circumstances of difterence between that settlement and the Cape, 
which, in your judgment, reuder it necessary at the latter to provide only six months 
provisions? - N ever having been in Canada, I cannot speak to that; I can speak 
only as to the Cape. I couceive that if a settler arrives at a proper season, that is, 
in April, and is III1mediately placed upon his land, he will in the course of six 
months be able to raise sufficient to subsist himself. 

1516. At what timt of the year would it be necessary for a settler to leave England, 
to be located at an hundred miles from the place of landing in April ?-It would 
take about fourteen weeks; I mean from tl)e port of emuarkCl.tion in the United 
Kingdom to Algoa Bay or to his location. 

151 7. You nlC'an iucluding the time necessary for his being settled there ?-Yes. 
151 S. III order to land at the end of April, he must leave England by the 

beginning of January ?-Yes, he must. 
1519. Do you conceive that the risk and expense accompanying the transport 

\I'ould not be considerably increased by the necessity of making a winter passage?~ 
No, because imlllediately alter they leave England they get into fine weather, and 
they would arrive there in the summer or the beginning of autumn. 

1520. At what time would the settler begin to sow his seed, so as to prepare for 
the tollowing harvest ?-He might immediately prepare and sow the latter end of 
Alay and beginning of June. 

]521. Whitt crop would he put into the ground?-I should recommend maize. 
152:.!. At what time is that crop reaped at the Cape?-The latter end of August 

or the commencement of September; I am speaking of Indian corn or maize, if 
plauted at the time mentioned. 

15:.!3· Are there any impedilllents in the nature of the land to brilluin" it into 
immediate cultivation ?-None; there is no clearing req'Jired; the land i~ g~nerally 
open. 

1524. Do you conceive there is no risk or contingency about the crops,_ which 
would ~end~r it .expedient, 01\ an average, to make a greater provisi?n tor .the 
settlers --1 her~ IS certainly a risk about wheat crops, in consequenc~ ot th~ blight 
which has prevaIled; but with regard to maize, vegetables, and pumpkms, which are 
a great resource there, there is no risk, and there is little or no risk in barley. 

1.')2~. Have you in your contemplation any particular district in whid) you 
tihou\d recommend the settlement of any number of emiC"rants ?-·If it is to be 
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located, I should recommend the ceded territory between the Great Fish river ~n~ 
Keishamma. 

1526. Are you well or at all acquainted with the nature of that country?-
I have been over what I consider the best part of it. . . . . 

15 2 i. Is it entirely clear of timber?-Where they would wish to grow gram It IS 
perfectly so. 

1528. Would there be any difficulty in procuring materials to build the log
houses for the settlers?-Non~ whatever; such timber as is necessary to build the 
description of houses which have generally been lJtJi~t by the set~lers, in most.cases, 
grows immediately on the spot, oi' in kloofs or ravmes ; there IS no heavy timber, 
but in those situations. 

1529. What are the sorts of timber ;-:-There is a g.reat variety; there is t!l1lb~r 
of all descriptions, of the most useful kmds; there IS a yellow wood, which IS 

something approaching to fir, but harder. . . 
1530 • Is that like teak~-No, there IS no teak; there are a variety of hard 

woods, stink woods, &c. - - -: 
1531. Is the country of which you speak well watered ?-The part of which 

I speak is well watered, probably better than most other in the colony. . 
1532. Can you state generally the extent of the district ?-That district, I con-

ceive, contains upwards of 1,.500,000 acres. -
1533. All unoccupied ?--Yes, all unoccupied; one million acres of which, I con

ceive, might be located to very great advantage. 
1534. Is it not liable to incursions from the Caffrees ?-It is; it lies bordering 

upon the Caffrees; but I apprehend, if there was an European establishment upon 
a proper footing, those incursions would not take place so frequent. 

153.5. What-quantity of land should yon propose to give to each settler?-The 
qU1l11tity of land, I think, should vary according to the situation. In that district 
1 would recommend villages, in the first instance, to be e.,tablished; to give them 
a small portion of ground to each family, such as ti'orn two to four acres as garden 
ground, and then for their cattle should feed in COllllllon, because it would be· 
necessary, perhaps, for them to be in a body. 

1536. You mean for the purpose of protection?-Yes. 
153i· Is it to this district you have calculated an hundred miles of waggon 

conveyance;-It would be more than an hundred miles to the part I have mentioned .. 
When I made that calculation it was with reference to other lands; I mere! y made 
it as a general estimate. 

1538. What would you add to the estimate, for the purpose of meeting the 
increased distance :--1 would add fifty miles, or thereabouts. 

1539. Then half as much again as is set down would do for the convevance?-
~~ - . 

1540. Is the nature of the country such as, in the absence of roa.ds, 10 be easilv 
accessible?-Yes, quite so; the natural roads are very good, if they can be s~ 
called. 

1541. l!pon what are the remaining items of the expense put down by you, 
calculated ~-The implements I have estimated upon the prices in England' the 
cow, at the price in the Cape. ' 

1542. You do not suppose that the demand for labour in other parts of the 
settlemen~ woul~ ha.ve the effect of drawing al\'ay settlers after their six months 
were o~t ~-I thmk It .would not have that effect; they would find themselves so 
\\ell oft after an establishment of twelve months, that they would not be induced to 
leave . 

. 1543· Would there be any inducement in the high price of free labour in the 
neighbourhood of the Cape?-~ 0, I think not; this \\ould be at a distance of 
700 miles from the Cape. 

15 N· You have stated, you thought the tribes in the neighbourhood would 
not att.a~k an European settlement; on what ground do you state that ?-I found 
my opll1lOn on what 1 ?ave known to be the case in the colony; the Dutch boors,. 
who are the. old colol1Jsts, and the natives, have always lived on very bad terms; 
but the natives have generally shown a disposition to be much more friendly 
towards the English, and I conceive, with a proper system adopted, one of mild
ness and firmness, there would be a lucrative barter trade carried on to mutual 
advantage. ' 

1545· You think with that system, they would be in no danger ?-YES. that is my 
opinion. 

154[,. Upon 
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1546. Upon what ground have you made a reduction from your evidence on 
Saturday, in the expense for a family, from 451. to 36/. ?-What I mentioned 
on Saturday, I then took at what was allowed to the settlers when they went out 
in 1820; they were fed very differently; this estimate is with reference to 
Mr. Buchanan's plan of feeding them. 

1547. Would not those settlers have considerable difficulty in obtaining clothing 
for themselves ?-They would generally be clothed in skins, which they would tan 
themselves, such as their sheep and goat skins; that is the general clothing of the 
Boors, and that description of persons in the interior. 
, 1548. With what growth is the surface of the country at present covered ?-Grass 
of two descriptions; there is a sweet and a sour grass. 

1549. In calculating your expense to th~ Cape, have you taken the same estimate 
of the number of passengers to the ton, whIch Mr. Buchanan has taken to the North 
American Colonies?-Yes. 

1550. Do not you conceive, from the difference of climate, they must make some 
difference in the room allowed, and also some difference in the amount of provisions, 
which must be calculated on ?-I think there should not be quite so many to a ton 
,to the Cape as to the North American Colonies. 

1551. In making your calculations as to the Cape, you perhaps omitted to take 
that into your consideration ?-Yes, I did not think of that at the moment; it is very 
essential. 

1552. That would make some difference in the expense, then ?--Yes, a little; but 
not quite so much as may probably be conceived. 

1553. Do you think as much provisions per day \\ould be necessary in the passage 
to the Cape, as to the North American Colonies?-Yes; and it may be necessary 
to vary it, on account of climate. 

Thomas Lacoste, E~q. called in; and Examine«. 

1.514. WHERE do you re,iJe ?-At Chertsey, in Surrey. 
1555. Have you any unemployed poor in your parish r- Yes, a good many. 
1,550. Can you state to the Committee at what rate they are paid ?-I believe 

that, throughout the winter, 'Ie allow two shillings a head per week for a man, the 
same his wife, and eighteen-pence a head for the children. 

155i. Do you set thelli to work on any thing?-Yes, we set them to digmncr 
gravel and skrcening it, and breaking stones for the roads. ::> <> 

15.5S. Do you set them to work upon that, for the sake of employing them, or 
for the sake of any material profit ?-Principally for the sake of employing them, 
and sometimes for the purpose of gravelling the roads; but those I speak of, who 
are allowed this money, have no work at all. Those who dig gravel, have a small 
pay from the parish. 

1559. Supposing in that parish there were a man and his ""ife and three children 
utterly out of employ the whole year, and that the ;iarish had to maintain thcm 
during that year; what is the expense at I!bich you would estimate the maintenance 
of that family? -At Ss. 6d. a week. 

1560. You think it could not be dOlle at less money than that ?-N o. 
1561. Do yuu inclilde lodging in that ~-They pay the rent them~elves out of 

that sum. 
IS62. In point of fact, therefore, you estimate tbe 88. 6d. a week to cover all the 

expen~es those poor occasion to the parish?- Yes, except in ca~e of any particular 
illness, when they are ordered wine bJ the surgeon. If it is a child at the breast, 
they do not allo\\' so much as eighteen-pence a week for that. 

1.')63· Supposing a proposition were to be made to your parish, of removing any 
of the poor unemployed families, do you think there would be a disposition on the 
part of tbe parish, from'a sense of your own interests, to consent for ten years to an 
annuity of eight or ten pounds a year, if the consequence was to get rid of each 
pauper family absolutely ?-I should have no doubt of it. 
, ,1,504. Y Oll are not of opinion that the circumstance of charging the parish rates 

WIth a certain annuity for tcn years, would not induce the parish to hesitate, inasmuch 
as those paupers might be employed elsewhere, or leave the parish, or find employ
ment withill the parish, in the course of teo years ?-No, I think the parish would 
be gl,ad to pay eight or ten pounds during the term of years mentioned, in oreler to 
get rIll of them, 

156;j. You clItertaiullo doubt that tllc proprictors, or those interested in the 
5S0. Y ~ subject 
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subject of parochial rates in t~e p~rish in which you reside, would consent ~illingly 
to charge their parish rates wIth eIght or ten pounds for several years, provI~ed the 
paupers were removed, in a. satisfactory manner, where they ~oul~ be hkely to 
succeed, and if they were depnved by law of th.e power of .ever again being chargeable 
to that parish ?-I have no doubt of it, provIded there IS a law to enable them to 

do it. . . . I 
1566. You do not apprehend there would be any difficulty In rmslllg t Ie money, 

provided the parish rates were app.rop:i~ted to the repayment?-There would be no 
difficulty at all if there were legal faCIlitIes. 

1567. Fron: your general knowledge upon those sU.bjects, do you conceive .that 
parishes similarly circumstanced would generally be d?sposed to do the same thing? 
_ I should really think so; there can be no dou ~t of I~. " 

1568. Do you think that if the advantages whIch mIght be .I?oked to In r~movmg 
to a British colony, were explained to the paupers, some fmDllles would be mduced 
to make the experiment ?-I have no doubt of it. 

1569. From your knowledge of the lower orders of people, do you know any men 
who are now making great efforts to avoid becoming burdensome to the parish?
Yes' I know there are in our parish several who have too much pride, if I may call 
it so: to become so, and who, though they are greatly distressed, still keep themselves 
from the parish. 

1570. Do you know whether there are any description of labourers who at the 
commencement of the winter endeavour by every means in their power to find 
masters, rather than throw themselves on the parish?-Yes, certainly there are. 

1571. Do those persons reside in the workhouse or in cottages ?-In cottages. 
1572. What would become of those cottages if those persons were removed)

I do not know; there are a great many that are mere mud cottages, not of any value, 
which if uninhabited would fall down within the course of a very few months. 

1573. Would they be prevented being occupied by other personsr-I dare say 
there are a great many which have been built on the parish land by permission, and 
which would be pulled down by the parish. 

1574. From your knowledge ot' the law of settlement, would it be possible for a 
poor married man to come into that parish and obtain a settlement ?-No. for the 
rent would not be sufficient to enable them to do it. . 

1575. What is the popUlation of your parish?-Between four and five thousand. 
1576. How many families having settlements are now in the permanent receipt 

of two and twenty pounds a year from your parish ;-1 really do not know how 
many. 

1.577. Are ther~ many families .in .the parisb ~f Chertsey who are wholly on the 
parISh, except durmg a few weeks III harvest?- \ es, there are several families. 

1578. How many families, except during the harvest, live exclusively upon the 
parochial fund ?-I cannot state the numuer, but I can state tbat we pay to people 
of this description about 1 ~ol. on an average, monthly. 

1579. How long has thiS been the case ?-I should think for seven or eiobt years 
abllut the same as it is now. b 

1580. Have you a ~elect vestry in your parish?-Yes. 
1581. Have you a poor-house in your parish ?-Yes. 
I 582. ~O\~' many paupers is it capable of containing ~-The most that ever I 

remember 111 It were 1:28; we have now 65 in it; the last time we let it, we let the 
w~ole hy th~ bead at 3s. 6d. per wee~ per head, but the select vestry have just 
made up theIr accounts, and they find It has cost them under their own manage
ment 3S. 1 d . 

. 1583. You say you pay to an abl~-bodie? man and his wife 2s. a week, and the 
children 1 s. 6d. a week; what does It cost In your poor-house ?-3 S• 1 d. 

1584. Are they let;-~o, not now; they were at 3s. Gd. per head, bllt now the 
select vestry have taken completely the management of it, and they have reduced it 
to 3S. 1 d. 

1.58~. You never exercised the full legal authority of refusing relief to any pauper 
except m the poor-house? -?\ 0, I believe not. 

1 ~S6. Has your pauper population increased of late years ?-I think our out
penSIOners, as we call them, are much the same as they have b"en for eicrht or nille 
vears' the numb . th h' . b -' er III e poor- ouse IS not so great as It was some years ago. 
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would arise from the removal of a certain number of families, and the condition of 
those who remain would be improved by it ?-I should conceive so in consequence 
of the number of labourers we have; we never know the want of a man, even in hay 
or harvest; we have always as many as we want. 

1588. Can you state the rental in your parish?-I think somewhere about 20,000/. 
or from that to 22,0001. 

1589. What is the amount of the general outgoing for the whole of your parish? 
-Last year it was about 3,000l. 

1590. In the proposition wl.ich has been made to you, it is necessary you should 
mark. that no emigrants would be removed who were not able-bodied and within 
certain ages, and capable of making settlers; are you of opinion that would prevent 
the parish coming into the proposition ?-I think not. 

1591. Are not the people who are supported in the poor-house generally the most 
idle ?-Generally. 

1592. What is the distribution of land in your parish, is it in large properties 
or small ?-The largest landholder in the parish is the Crown, and next to that 
Mr. Holme Sumner; and others have large properties in the parish. 

1593. Do you conceive that there is efficient control in the bands of the parish, 
and that that control is in the hands of persons who conceive it more their interest 
to diminish the poor-rates than to receive a rent for their cottages ?--l think there 
are many persons who would not care about the parish as long as -they got their rents; 
with us we make it a rule never to pay any rent for a cottage. 

1594. What is the rent of your cottages ?-Generally from four pounds to six. 
1595. How is it possible that a man who gets but eight and sixpence a week can 

pay that rent ?-Very often they do not pay it at all, I believe. 
1596. Are any of those houses which are occupied by paupers, the property of 

members of the select vestry ?-Yes, certainly. 
1597. Is the number considerable ?-I cannot say whether the number is 

consiJerable. 
1598. Do you think that the members of the select vestry who hold cottages, 

would be induced to reject this proposition, by the interest they have in letting their 
cottages ?-Certainly not. 

1599. Is it possible for a married poor man to obtain a 5ettlement by any means 
coming into the parish and occupying one of those cottages ?-No, certainly not, 
unless (which is done sometimes) he occupies two or three for the purpose of occu
pying to the extent of ten pounds a year, to make himself a parishioner; I know 
that at the time when bread and provisions were so high, we behaved much better 
to the poor of our parish than the neighbouring parishes, in consequence of which 
we had a great many parishioners made in our parish. 

1600. Was not that previous to Mr. Bourne's Act, which made the whole of the 
rental necessary to be in the same parish ?-Yes, it appears it wa:;; I refer to 
a period about twelve years ago. 

1601. In the event of any family coming into your parish, and occupying a 
cottage, and not being a parishioner, and requiring parochial relief, 1V0uid not the 
parish instantly remove them?-Y f'S. 

1602. You have stated, that the average rate which the paupers are paid in your 
parish, for a man and his wife and three children, is 8 s. 6 d. a week, and that he 
pays as well as he can his rent ?-Yes. 

1603. Do you know in what condition of life those paupers live?-They live very 
badly; many of them get nothing but bread and potatoes. 

1604· Do they get tear-Yes, they almost always get te'l. 
1605. Do they make out their relit by taking lodgers?-When the house is large 

enough; but a great many of them have got little mud cottacres of their own. 
1606. Can you explain to the Committee the reason why in the poor-house a 

greater expense appears to be incurred, than when the poor are relieved in their own 
houses?-No; except that, perhaps, a man who is out of the poor-house may 
occasionally earn sixpence or a shilling; and one thing is, that we wish more of 
these people to come into the house than be employed out of it. 

16?7. ~h~t has been the greatest number of persons receiving parish relief at 
any tIme WIthin the last two years ?-I do not know. 

1608. Are wages paid out of the rates in your pari5h ?-No, not now; they 
were formerly. 
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Mr. James Taylor, called in; and Examined. 

J 60g. WHERE do vou reside ?-At Feltham, in the county of Middlesex. 

1 (i J o. Are you overs"eer of the poor ;-1: es: 
J 611. Is there a select vestry?-No, It IS an open vestry. I am assistant 

overseer. 
161:2, Have you a great many un~mployed poor?-\r e have had during the 

winter; ours is a small parish, it consIsts only of two or ~hrce thousand; \~'e have 
had a O'reat deal of want of lauour for the last t\\'o \\'ll1ters, more partIcularly 
owin o to~ a <Jood deal of veoetable beina cultivated in our parish for the markets in 

'" '" ,... '" fIb . I " London; there has been generally a want? a o~rers In t Ie summer tIme, \Iluch 
has been supplicd from other parishes, but In the winter we are generally very short 

of employment for our labourers. . _ 
161 3, 'Vhat is the principle on whIch you pa;: y,our unemployed poor ~-When 

any come out to the parish for cmployment or rehef, they are generall~ referred by 
myself, as overseer, to the surveyor of t~e roads, for, el1lploy~~lJt, a?d If he cannot 
give them employment I al1l obliged to gIve them rehef. It It IS a single man, they 
do not always give them a shilling a (~ay; for working o~ t?e highways, 0; for digging 
the gravel and mending the f?ads, It may, be five shIllings a week; If he ~~s a 
wife, he has a shilling a day; If he ~as a WIfe and Ot~e chJI~,. he ha~ seven shIllings 
a week; if he has a wife and two chIldren, he has eIght shillings; If he has a wife 
and three children, he has nine shillings, and so on to any number they have; there 
are one or two with six children, who have twelve shillings a week; that is about 
"hat we aenerally give to common labourers. 

1614. Do those men work, that are so put upon the roads or the gravel pits?
They do not earn even the money they get o~ ~he surv~yor, in the general way; they 
get into a low degraded way, and seem as It they dId not care whether they did 
it or Dot, and it is with diftlculty that we can get tbem even to do that; if we were 
to ha\'e this gravel dug by the load, at the price of sixpence a load, I think the 
parish would get more loads done for the money than they would by giving them 
a shilling a day. 

161 5. Except during the month of harvest, you have not the same families ale 
ways on the parish ?-'Ve have t\\O or three, ours being a small parish, who have 
been so uine months out of the twelve, for the la>t two or three years, just goin" out 
at haymakill~, and continuing off till the harvest, and then returning again t~ the 
pit j and we have been so full of these kind of hands during the lIinter, that we 
came to a resolution this year not to have any gravel carried on by carts, but to 
wheel it on by hand, 

1616. For how llIauy miles ?-Our parish, from beginning to end, is very nearly 
three miles. 

1 61 7. 'Vhy do not those hands, \\'ho you say are on the parish nine months ou~ 
of the tll'e!ve, get, into the gardens in the summer ?-There are some :I'ho may do 
so for a little whIle; there are some who do not get employment, OWII1IT to their 
d:fici,enc~ of character; <\I1d it gets into a kind of settle? o,Pinio?, that i~ a parish 
ot thIS kll1d, the men, after they have been on the parIsh m thiS kind of way for 
some time, get naturally indolent, and then they could not get recommended' 
people wi,n not er,nploy n~en who have been a good while on the parish, they suppos~ 
they,get mto an Idle hault, and careless about every tbing. 

1 U 18. How many cottages do you pay the rent of?-'" e have be~OIlUino to the 
parish, as parish property, thirteen roolf,s or houses. '\1m who have thr~e ~hildren 
seem to think t~Jey hav~ a kind of right to a room in the parish, that it gives them, 
by custom, a kll1d of fight. 

J 619. For how many cottages do you pay rent in addition ?-It comes to about 
sol. a year at.2S. a week, that would be about ten. 

1020. At what would you estimate the expense of a family of a man a woman 
and thre~ children, who were out of employment all the year', and WhO~l the parisi: 
were obhged to support, ami for wbose work there was no real demand ?-We have 
no sucb case as that, but I can easily state what it would come to' we should 
allow a mall an~ !lis "ife, fi,ve shilli~gs, and for every child they had th~y would be 
allowed one, addItIOnal shIllmg or eIghteen \Jence; the larger number they have got 
the smaller IS tbe allmrance made, because they are Ulessino tocrether 

6 v '" '" . 1 21. 1 ou hal'e heard l\Ir. Lacoste mention the idea he entertains of the 
probaul~ il~c,lination of the parish of Chertsey to aoree to remove some of the 
pauper tanulit's; have you allY families ",holll it would be de:;irable to remove 011 

similar 
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similar terms ~-There are ~everal of tbem I think it would be economical and 
politic to remove,. and very desirable for the individuals, if they were placed in the 
circumstances whIch have been represented. 

1622. Do you think the vestry of your parish would be disposed to charge thei I 
rates with from eight to ten pounds a year, for ten years, to get rid absolutely and 
for ever of families in the proportion of a man, a woman, and three children, for 
every eight or ten pounds so mortgaged ?-It is very difficult for a man to give ~he 
mind of the parish. I believe that most people who know much about vestnes, 
know there arc widely different opinion~, as men are differently ~ituated; some are 
proprietors and occupiers, another is only a proprietor of a small property,. another 
is a large occupier and no proprietor at all, and th~ir interests operate dlffcl:c,ntly 
on their minds; one farmer has a lease about to expire, and he does not care It the 
rates run up a little, for he can make a better bargain with his landlord; on the 
other hand, another has just made his lease afresh for 21 years, "Noll', he says, ,:'e 
must be most rigidly economical;" and thesc things make people speak dlfferelltly III 
a vestry, accordingly to their ditlerent situations. . 

1623. You, as overseer, are enabled probably to represent, III some degree, the 
feelings of the parish; what do you say about the propriety of consenting to ~h( ,e 
terms?-This plan, as staled to me by an honourable Member of the COllll~llttcc, 
I think is one for the benefit of the people (I wus going to say interested) III the 
parish, and likewise of the poor themselves; a very good one, both in point of 
policy and in point of utility. I will say, as overseer, there are some peuple who 
say, .' I have aot no work and no monev;" leavin" out of consideration those who o .; ~ ,. ~ 

are not able, we cannot give them work, we must employ them. 1 hne arc many 
who would rather live a dog's life, hungry and easy, than stick to work and have 
something more; those 1 call the lower order- the destitute almost. There are 
two descriptions of poor; I distinguish them by the profligate and the industrious 
poor. There is one man becomes poor by a wanton expenditure, when Ite earns 
money; he will earn money in the summer to a considerable amount, and spend it 
every Saturday night; this very individual in the winter has got nothing, and he 
comes to the overseer, and the overseer is obliged to relieve him, and he is actually 
taking the rates of men who have been earning less than he has. The law of 
England docs not enable tiS to inquire how a lIlan has become poor, but if he is 
poor he must be'relieved. But in a vestry there are difterent people, and different 
ways of thinking; there are SOllJe who would oppose the thing, and those 
perhaps after a time would fall into it; but, speaking my own mind, I think it is 
the best thing which could be done; it is permanent relief; it is good to the 
landed interest, because it may prevent their property falling', which as the poor
rates rise must decrease in value, because, if a landlord lets his estate to a farmer, 
he lets it for a given number of years; in the course of that tillle the poor-rate 
may become double; at the expiration of the lease, says the tenant, "I shall not 
give you above so much rent in future." I was talking with a principal farmer in 
our neighbourhood yesterday, who told me that the poor-rate upon his land was 
ten shillings an acre. 

J 624. Have you not a manufact(JI'Y in your parish ?-Yes, flax spinning. 
J 625. There is some idea, that if some of those families were to be removed 

where a manufactory exi!'ts, like your flax manufactory, hy taking apprentices 
whenever there was a demand for hands, thc~ap would be immediately filled up; 
can you state what has been the practice at l'l'ilham ?-We have been very mllch 
increased in ollr poor's rates of late; the fact is, that we had four eighteen-penny 
ra~es last yea.r; our disbursements have bem years ago as bigh as they will be 
'lns year. With respect to the apprentices, as I said before, our bUl then has been 
in~reased by that, no doubt, for, twelve or fourteen years ago, the occupiers of those 
mJllswere i? the habit of taking a large number of apprentices from the different 
workhouses m London and in the country; they would send a cart, and bring ten 
or twel~e at a time, at st. a head, and they would in forty days become settled in 
our parIsh ~ our overseers took those on tile parish, and relieved them, which was 
~vrong; belIlg acquainted with apprenticing, I objected to that, I would not relieve 
any of ,?em ,during the time they were apprentices; I threw a great ma?y back 
upon ~helr masters, and the conseqllence has been, that the present propnetors of 
the IlHl~s will not take any apprentices at all, they had been so loaded with them. 
There IS a gentleman, thut left the manufactory six or eight years ago, he had a 
l1umbe~ of apprentices; I have sent, him a dozeil or fourtcen; I have told them to 
go to hIm for relief as their lIIustcr, because their apprenticeships Il'ere lIot out. It 
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is very well known by the Committee, that a man takes his appre~tice. in the same 
way as he does his wife, for better for worse, and he must maIntaIn hIm for seven 
years; this being the case, has so far kept down our expenses; but then we feel 
the efiect of that which has been done several years ago, and that makes our rates 
higher than in the surrounding parishes. ". 

16:26. The oblicring the masters of manufactories to keep theIr apprentIces durmg 
the St~ven years, has had the effect of restraining tl.lem.:n taking app.rentic~s?
Yes, ,the manner in which they get their hands now IS dlf.erent; they lure children 
to attend the spinning machines, and it is done by children and overlookers; one 
man looks after seven or eiaht or ten children; they take theIn now by the week 
from the surrounding pari~hes, some from our parish and some from others, so 
that \Ie have our ohare in the benefIt of it; they pay them from half a crown a week 
to six shillings. . 

16:27. So that if any accident should befall any of those chIldren, or the works 
should stop, the children go back to their parishes ?-If the trade is very dull and 
heavy, they payoff their hands, and send them back again; and those they have 
taken lately from the workhouses in London, they send back again; the consequence 
is, that the parish officers do not think it worth while to send them. 

1628. The efiect of that in the parish of Feltham has been to restrain masters 
from taking apprentices?-Yes; the proprietors tell me they have taken no appren
tices, male or female, lately; they have had sixty apprentices at a time within these 
seven years. 

1629. Do you think those degraded paupers, whom you call profligate, would 
be ready to go to Canada, and commence clearing land ?-TI'ey are not so likely 
as those J should call the industrious poor, and I do not think they would be likely 
to succeed so well. I believe there are a number of industrious poor in our parish, 
and men who would put up with a great deal of privation to keep off the parish. 

1630. Those who would be willing to go are not those who are now receiving 
parish relief?-I am not alluding to any who do not receive parish relief; some 
receive it by way of their rent being paid, some by way of clothing, some at parti
cular times of the year, in the winter, and so on. 

1631 . Would the emigration of those respectable and industrious paupers relieve 
you from the necessity of supporting those of a different character ?-I can hardly 
tell that; it would certainly make way for their having more employ. 

1('3 2 . Would they take advantage of the means of employ?-They might, on 
some particular occasions; but it is rather dollbtful what would be the effect of it 
upon them. 

1633. In your parish you would not think of sending out any that you did /jot 
think the parish wouid gain from the sending:-N'o, certainly not. 

1634· Would those by the sending of whom your parish would gain the most 
be those who 1V0uid be willing to go '-A great deal depends upon how you can 
state the case to them, for Englishmen and the generality of the lower orders are 
very much attached to their country; though under a certain degree of privation, 
th.ey are so attached to the soil,. ami so tt;nder of being sent Ollt, _they will say, We 
\\'Ill not be transporte~. The Idea of bemg transported to Amer:ca has lost ground 
now, bec.ause the convIcts are sent to dif!erent parts, otherwise the I'ery naQle of it 
would fnghten a great. many; but I belIeve that when once the prejudice of the 
poor I?eop!e and the mterest ~f people in the parish is got over respecting this 
plan, It. Will be a very. benefiCIal one, and one that will be followed up, and that 
therc wIll be evcn a deSIre to go upon that plan' but it takes a length of time to 
get over th~ prejudices of the people.' . 

1635' \ ou stated, th~t there are a number of houses for which you pay at the 
rate ot. 2 S. a week, beSIdes lour own; to what description of people do they 
be~oug c-A man that has bUIlt a number of little low huts like cabins, on specu
latlOn; they belong mostly to one individual, who has got perhaps seven or eight 
and twenty altogether. 

1636 .. Do they pa~' parish rates ?-O yes; lIe allow them to compound for so 
many beIng full at a tIme; the overseer goes about four times a year and he hardly 
el-er ,finds, ~hern occupied by the same persons. ' 
o I ti37. I h: rellt at present .deri~'ed from those cottages is a much greater obj~t 

t the 0'\ nel than any reductIOn m the POOl'S rates?-Yes' those cottalJes are III 
the h'lllds flb'l '" J 

' 0 one man; lC UI t them on speculatiou' h~ turned bricklayer anll 
c'aq)l'il~cr and all, and built thell!. ' 
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1638. If the persons who are now inhabiting those cottages were removed by this 
system of emigration, have you any means of preventing their being filled again?
No, not of preventing that, for there are many not occupied by the poor of our 
parish. 

1639. Have you any persons whom you relieve, residing in other parishes?-O yes; 
we have no workhouse j we relieve families, to the amollnt of sixteen or seventeen 
shillings a week. 

1640. They are persons for whom you have no room at borne ~-~ 0, our poor
houses are all full j they always fill, and we pay rent for ten more. 

1641. Do YOll consider that those persons so relieverl in otber parishes, arc relieved 
hy you at a cbeaper rate than if you hud them at home ;-1 cannot say; we have 
no workhouse in our parish. 

1642. Do you conceive that persons whom you relieve in other pariohes, you 
relieve at a cheaper rate than if they were in the houses in your own pari~h?
We reiieve them on a small scale j we give them half-a-crolln j there is here and 
there a very infirm person who has had -three shillings, and some few three and 
sixpence. 

1643. Are there any persons now living in a distant parish, to whom YOll pay a 
certain smn, to prevent their coming home, and throlling themselves upon you alto
gether?-Those are mostly widows and children; there is one very illfinn man at 
Reading that we pay to. 

1644. Are there any persons helonging to your parish of this description, persons 
living in a distant pari~h, who gain a certain quantity of employment there, and to 
whom you pay a certain sum of relief to prevent their coming home to you, and 
throwing themselves altogether upon yOIl ?-There is a .man and his wife at Heading, 
to wholll we allow 2 S. a week, and he has got three chlldren. 

1645. Do you conceive that if that person knew there were houses in your parish 
vacant, he would be likely to come home to his own parish, and thereby become 
chargeable to you altogether ,-N u, he works in a silk manufactory at Heading, and 
he has a boy, who is capable of doing a little; he is very infirm; we went down 
once to see him; we made this allowance, because, from Ilis ailing state of health 
and that of his wife, and one child they had got not being competent, we thought 
that they ought to receive an allowance. 

1646. If --he were to come home, and put himseif into one of those cuttages 
belonging to this proprietor in your parish, what should you then allow hilll '-II he 
was at horne, we sbould tind him some work; owin~ to the state of the man's health, 
we could not set him to wheel gravel; if we were tu cease to allow him the two 
shillings a week, Reading would remove h~m immediately .. 

1674. If he were removed frail! Readlllg to your parISh, what would he then 
cost ~-I believe he has three shillings a week; we have no work he could do; if 
be was employed all the roads, the surveyor would allow him a shilling a day, and 
I should have to make up the amount; tbe surveyer would pay him six shillill<Ts a 
week, I should pay him three shillings, making nine shillings a week. b 

1648. When you say you pay those people at this rate, do you pay the rent 
besides? - Yes, for most of them, not all; there are about three or four and 
twenty families that we want rooms for, they are mostly the men who are out of 
work. 

1649. The persons for whom you pay those rents, are in the receipt of nina 
shillings a week nine months in the year, and have their rents paid for tbem ?_ 
Yes. ' 

1650. Is there any other mode of gaining a settlement except apprenticeship?
Yes, a yearly servitude; we get an increase in that kind of way; there are farmers 
who go to countrv fairs round about, sometimes as low down as Readinrr and 
hire their servants· from the country; owing to their getting a little mon: ~~olley 
near London, they get their servants rather cheaper: When tbey have served a 
year, tbey gain a settlement, then after they have been for a year or two, they want 
to go on their own hands; they do not get so high wages lower down, and that is 
an inducement to them to leave, and that brings on a good deal of burthcn on the 
parish. ~ 

1651. It is for the interest of a farmer to go and get his labourers from a distance, 
in order to obtain them cheaper?-Y ('s, and they do that. 

1652. Have YOll seen this year the way in which the poor of I\lerton are em
ployed ;-Yes, I had occasion to go to Merton, and I walked frolll Kinoston to 
Merton j in going up a lane, called Combe-Iune, I salV a quantity of people, c~ht 
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:\lr. or nine wheelin" gravel alon a the road, two or three ill a company, with each of 
James Taylo,.. - them a' barrow t I expected {'should see it shot down shortly, but I went on from 

'-----../---' Combe Wood Warren to Merton, that is three miles, and there I found them shoot-
20 March. ing the gravel down by the side of the road. I had to come back, an~ I thought 

18~7' I would inquire hoI\' they paid for labour, as we had m.en employed In wheelmg 
gravel; I asked one of them, " You seem to be heavily laden, ~y"man, (two 
bushels of gravel in the barrow is a heavy load,) how do you manage this. ." I have 
three-pence a busbel to wbeel it three mil~s; I take. two bushels at a tlfne, that 
makes six-pence." Then they COUld. go tWice. a-day, If they would let. them; but 
the single men they would not permit to go tWI~e a.day, they ,,:"ent t,,?ce one day, 
and once the otber: the Illarried men went tWice. I thought It the tightest fit of 
labour I ever saw, to wheel two bushels of gravel that distance; our men do not 

Mr. 
James / /OJl!CiJ. nOll. 

wheel one. 

2\Ir. JOllies Homewood, ca\1ed in; and Examined. 

I (i.'i:~. "'I-IEH-E do you reside ?-At Headcorn, near Maidstone, in Kent. 
1654. Have you any'knowledge of paupers li'olll that parish having been sent out 

to America ?-Yes. 
1115". Have you a statement of the nUlllber of persons who have heen sent?-

I have; 1 took it out of the parish book yesterday. 
1656. It appears hy this paper, that eighty persons were sent from your parish?-

Yes. 
16,') i_Did you give those persons money to tuke them to the ,hip ?-We agreed 

on a sum \\hich we supposed it would cost them, and that they would have a trifle of 
money in their pockets when they arrived in America. 

1658. Do you find any disposition on the part of the people to emigrate?-Yes, 
we have several men who wish to go now. 

1659. Have you had an opportunity of hearing from those people who have 
arrived ?-Yes, they have all done well; none of thelll wish to come back. 

1660. You applied those sums from the parish rates ?-Yes; a part of the money 
we have borrowed; we ol\'e now abollt one hundred and seventy pounds out of 
that sum; out we have called a vestry, and taken tbe general opinion of the parish; 
if tbere is only one ot~jection we cannot do it, but we have never met with an objec. 
tion; those persons who now wiob to go, we have objections against, and therefore 
we cannot send tbem. 

1661. What is the total number you have sent :-Eigbty, I think. 
1662. Have you found all advantage in the reduction of your rates ?-Yes, it 

appears by that paper I have given in, but I!ot so much as I expected it should. 
16~3. Were those persons all paupers chargeable upon the parish:-They were, 

all at tbem. 
1664. What is the effect prodllced upon your parish rates by their removal?

In the year 1823, we raised 2,3°81. 11 s. 3 d. ; in the year following, 1824, we 
~aised 2,025[.; in the ~ear 1825, we raised 1,925l. 6s. Id.; and theLpresent year 
IS 1,919l. 168. 

1665. Have you every year been incurring an expense in the conveyance of 
persons to Canada;-Yes, we owe now 1 jOl. all the rest has been paid; we took down 
what those people had cost us for some time back, a year back, ano we concluded we 
would borrow the money and 'payoff tbe sum wbich they had cost us, calculating 
that there was no reason to thmk but that they would co"t us as much if we kept 
them at home. 

1666. At what did YOll estim~te the payments to those people ?-Sometimes they 
cost a gre~t deal of money, s~metlmes .tl~ey cost us a little less; one of those persons, 
Edwad Chambers, cost liS sixteen shlllll1<Js a week for some time before he went. 
The criterion to judge of tbe expense wo~ld be, to take the cases of Chambers and 
Morgan a~d the others, who had not any thi.ng of their own; they were sent entirely 
at the pamh expense; several others had friends who assisted them, and gave them 
part of the money. 

~ 667. Though you have been incllrring annually an expense for the conveying 
emigrants to Canada, your rates have notwithstanding been decreased ;-Thev have 
been. ~ oJ 

166ft What was the amount of expenditure on those individuals who were sent out 
wholly at the expense of the parish :-1 i'll. 

1669. WitH 
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1669. What was the average expense per head, 01' per family ?:--All the expense 
was taken in one sum; they all went together; they wellt to LIVerpool; we sent 
a waggon down with them. 

16;0. How many persons were sent out for that 17y 1. ?-TII'enty-three. 
1671. When were they sent out ?-In March 1824· 
1672. What proportion of men and \I'omen and children were there out of those 

twenty-three persons ?--Six men, tilree women, and fOl1l'tecn children. 
1673. Those three and twenty persons were sent wholly at the expense of the 

parish, and for an outlay of money not amounting to t) l. per head ?-They were sent 
for this sum; I have not calculated the amount per bead. 

1674. Do you know to what part of America they went ?-I believe they are all 
in the State of 1\ ew York. One family, Chambers, had gone up to near Lake 
Erie; of the young men, one is in 1\ cw York and another in a distant part of the 
country. 

1675. "'ere they agricultural labourers ;-They were all agricultural labourers. 
1670. Did you put the money into their own hands ;-No, our overseer went 

down to Liverpool, and paid the money into the hands of the captain after they 
had agreed for the passage; they ha'd sOllle money, to bear their expenses to 
Liverpool. 

1677. Is the expense to Liverpool included in tile sum of I 79l. ? - Yes. 
1678. Do you think that it has, or not, answered to your parish?- Our assessment 

has not been so low as I expected it would, in consequence; we have more men 
now than we can employ, and Ire can afford to pay our men better than if we had 
a greater number. I consider myself that upon the whole the parish is uenefited, 
but not to the extent that I expected it would. 

1679. The subsequent emigrations were at a less expense per head?- Yes, 
because they bat! some assistance from other persons. 

1680. Do you think that the parish was so far benefited by the removal of those 
persons, that it would even llUve been benefited if the money rcquiret! for their 
passage had been nearly doubled ;-1 think the parisi} would gain by it. 

1681. You think it would have anSl1 ered to the parish to layout sixteen pounds 
a-head rather than keep them dt home ?-Yes, 1 think so, for now we can tind more 
labour for the men who remain; and keeping them in idleness is the destruction of 
the men, it is the very worst thing for themselves and for the parish too. 

1682. What is your population at this time :-1 J90' 
1683. HolV many of those receive parish relief?-s.5o. 
1684. How many more have you than you can now find productive labour for?

Twenty-five. 
1085. What number of emigrants do you think would effectually relieve you from 

your superabundant population ?-I should think at present that probably if there 
were forty, men women and children, sent away, that would give us relief, aud that 
we should be able to employ the rest. We have at this time thirty families that are 
seeking for employment in different parishes round about us, some of them lip near 
London; they come to us occasionully for relief, but it is but small. 

1686. Do you mean forty persons or forty falllilie~ ;-1 calculate ten families, at 
fOL~r in a family; but there are a great many young ones growing up, that would not 
relieve us long. 

1687· How could getting rid of forty relieve the parish?-There are thirty 
families in our parish who receive a very small relief; they are liable to come home; 
but the nlllnber I have stated here includes everyone, if they do not receive above 
five shillings a-year. 

1688. You think that you could employ all the rest in profitable labour, if you 
got rid of forty?-Yes, in the dead of winter; there always have been some who 
have been receiving something, but not to any great amount. 

1689. Do you know what was the expense of the conveyance of those persons 
whom you sent to Liverpool ?-I took them down myseil; in my I\'aggon; the parish 
paid me 30t. for their conveyance. 

1690 . Can you state the expense per head for their conveyance to America ?
I cannot, without reference to papers at home, but I will furnish that information. 

16g1. Was 301. the whole expense for their conveyance to Liverpool?-Yes . 
. 16g2. It appears from the paper before the Committee, tbat you have conveyed 

elg~ty; you have stated the €Xpenhe of twenty-three; from whence did the others 
go r-They were sent from London. 
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1693. What became of the houses in which those people lived ;-Some of them 
are empty now. 

1694. Are nOlle of them pulled down?-N 0; those which are let, are let at only 
half tile rellt they used to get for them. 

1695. Are they occupied by pari,hioners ?-Yes; we do not let any other per
sons come, if we can help it. 

1696. There will be no new settlements obtained in consequence of their leaving? 
-1 hope not. 

~Ir. Samuel Jliaine. called in; and Examined. 

) 697. IN what part of the country do you reside --At Hanworth, in the county 
of Middbex. 

) (iSIS How far is that from LondOl~ ?-=-Twelve miles from Hyde Park Corner. 
) 699. Are you overseer of that parish :-1 am. . . , • 
17uo . Are there a great number of unemployed poor III that parish (--"\ eo, 

there are. 
170), Supposing a Illan and woman and thre~ children to be wholly OU! o! 

emplo\'llJent the whole year, at what should you estImate the expense to the paflsh:, 
-1 sliould think from ten to twelve shillings a week. 

1702. In point of fact those persons cost 25t. a year to the parish?-Yes, sup-
posing them to be Ollt of employ the whule year. . . 

) 703. Are you not of opinion that if a certain number of famIlies w~re taken 
away who were employed the whole year, that would have a very matenal . effect 
in relieving tile poor-rates?- Yes, I think it would produce a great relief to 
the parish. 

1704. Have you a great many who are at all times on the parish rates, except 
during the harvest months ?-Yes, a great many who are employed on the roads, 
wllere they earn very little. 

1705. You have stated, that a family consisting of a man, a .woman and. th~ee 
children, would cost :25 I. a year j suppose the man to be able-borhed, and the falmly 
healthy, do you think the parish \\ould consent to mortgage their rates for ten years, 
ti'om eight to ten pounds a year, provided an Act were passed relieving them from 
all further claims from those persons ?-Speaking from myself, I should consent to 
it; but I cannot state the opinion of the parish. 

) 706. Have you any doubt that II hen the parish were informed tbat the savin~ 
would be ) 51. a year, that would induce the generality of the parish to come into 
that proposition ?-TtJat would divide itself in this way; some of the occupiers of 
land, who have leases which will not exist more than five years, would opp05e 
it j while those who have to stay in the parish for twenty years would approve 
of it. 

1707. If a man has a lease for five years, he would find that instead of paying 
25 1. he would pay 10 t.; would he not have an interest in that change?
Certainly. 

) 708. Are you of opinion that if that was adopted by the parish, effectual means 
could and would be taken to pre\'ent the poor gaining fresh settlements in the 
parish ;-Yes, I think there would . 

. 170 9' Do you ~hink,the fnture inhab.itants of the cotta}~es they nlight I~ave. would 
gain a settlement :-No, I do not tlJlnk that the parish would allow It If they 
could help it. ' 

I ZIO. Do you ever pay the rent of cottages out of the poor-rates in this parish?
Partla!ly we do, b~t not generally; we set our faces against it, but in case of 
necessity we are obliged to do it. 

17).1. You restrict that observation to cases where the pauper must have a house 
over. IllS, hea?, and you are obliged to pay the rent, for the purpose of finding him 
lodging ~-l es, we pay the rent of several cotta<res under those circumstances. 

) 71 2. Do you think that if the prospect of ~elief from that Slate of dependence, 
by bei~g sent out to ~a~ada, ~ere ~leld out to those persons, they would be ready 
~o avaIl the~selves o~ It r- I thmk, If they generally understood it, they would feel 
It a very.deslrable thmg, fo~ ~here are a great many of the parishioners who are 
able-bodIed men, who are WIlll1lg to get ,,"ork, and cannot get work to do. 

) 7)~ .. A~d th'lt class of persons, you think, would feel disposed to a;scnt to the 
proposItIOn c-I think w. 
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1714. Has your pauper. pOl?ulation increased lately?-~-es, we have had it Mr. 
increased very much, by theIr bem€( sent home from other parishes. Samuel Maine. , 

17 15. When a man becomes permanently un your parish, with his family, after ~~ 
he has been there a year or two, is there a probability of his again getting employ- 'l°JS'la;~ , 
men!, and getting off the rates ?-I have not found it so; according to the experience 
I have in the parish, there is not one in a hundred who gets off again. 

1716. Their families increase? - Yes. 
171 i. And there is a prospect of their children remaining on the parish?-Yes; 

they get married, and the first time the wife is put to bed, they become burthensome 
to us. 

1718. You think their state of distress does not prevent their increasing? - No. 
1719. On the other hand, they are interested in having a family, because you 

allow them according to their families ?-Yes; I anow some families 15 s. a week, 
and they can do very little with that; they have their house-rent paid for them 
Lesides. 

1720. Have YOII a select vestry in your parish ?-A public vestry. 
li21. What is the size ofyourparish?-The whole population is 600, and the 

parish contains about thirteen hundred acres of land. 
172'J.. What is the size of your poor-house?-We have no poor-house; we have 

built five cottages lately. 
1723. What do you think would be the probable expense of building a work

house in your parish, to contain all your pauper poor ?-I should think it would 
take us 1,500 t. 

17:24. At what would you estimate the expense of each man, woman and child in 
the parish, when you got them there ?-I think it would not be possible to support 
them so cheaply as we do at present. 

1725. Have not all the farmers in your parish as many hands as they can employ? 
-Yes, a great many more than can be employed; there are a great many paupers 
that want employment, I should think eight months out of twelve. 

1726. Do you think tbat of those people who are not employed, from not being 
able to find employment, if they were to be put into a poor-house, any valuable 
result would follow from that:-I think not. 

172i. Have not you more able-bodied paupers in your parish than you can find 
employment for ?-Certainly we have. 

1728. (To .lIfr. Taylor.) Are there not many able-bodied paupers in the 
pari~l of Feltbam, for whom you can find no employment? - Yes, ten months out 
ot'twelve. 

1729, (To .lII1'. Lacoste.) Are there not many able-bodied paupers in the parish 
of Chertsey, for whom you can find no employment ?-Yes, we have many more 
able-bodied labourers than we can find employment for. 

1730. (To 1I1r. 1I1aine.) Supposing a system were adopted, under which 
pauper families could emigrate, and that the parishes were willing to charge their 
rates for the purpose of emigration in the manner suggested; after such a plan had 
been fully explained to the poor, and when they under~tood all the advantaues it 
offered to them, are you not of opinion that practically you would be able to'\eep 
at a less expense those able-bodied paupers who preferred staying in the parish upon 
their parochial rights, to taking advantage of the facilities held out to emigration:
Certainlv. 

1731: Do you not think that the effect of that would be to reduce the amount 
paid to those persons ?-There is not the least doubt of it. 

1732. But as you know that many of those men are not out of work in conse
quence of their own idleness, but in consequence of tbere being no work for them, 
yo~ feel that. it would be very harsh to reduce them to that degree of pressure to 
whIch you thlOk you would feel yourself justified in resorting, if there were facilities 
.afforded for emigration?-Yes, certainly. ~ 
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8abbati, 24· die Martii, 1827. 

[The Chairman presented to the Committee, in pursuallce?f t!leirhO,;er ?{thife 2-th February last Return from the several Towns/lips /11 t e arzs I 0, Wilmslow, ill the cO~llty and diocese of Chester; and the same ICllS read, and 
is as followeth :] 

O d f h '.,elect Committee of EMIGRATION, addressed to RETURN in answer to the r er 0 t e 
the Overseers of the several Townships in the Parish of TfTiiJIIs/OZi', County and Diocese 
of Chester. 

I I Bollin Fee. I Pownall Fee. Chorley. 

\ 

Fulshaw. TOTAL. QUERIES. 

I 

I 

I Q",'1 "'. Th, ",m"'" 1 of houses inhabited by per-
33 sons who have received re- 7 i 

6 118 72 
lief of any description from I 
the poor-rates - - ! 

Query ~d. The number) 

I of snch house~, of which I, 

,. either the whole or part Ofr 37 11 4-
I 

.3 oJ the rent has heen paid, di-
rectly or indirectly, out of I 
the poor-rates - - -_ 

Query 3d. The number l 
of houses inhabited by pau-

I - - d pers, which are the property J 7 20 1 -of individuals belonging to 
the select vestry - -

-- -- -- -- --
The above is a true 1 Charles lYeicher, Isaac Goodier, for George Fletcher, Mary Ann Burgess, 

Return, to the best of our
J 

Geo~!!,e Shatwell, Roger Bradbury, Belljn lVhit/rgg7 Overseer. 
knowledge and belief - Overseers. Overseers. Overseers. 

THIS Return is limited to such house:; as are situated within the parish, and does not include the reoll paid on account of paupers who reside in other districts. 

A. Campbell, 
Esq. 

L---.---' 

24 JlJarch, 
1 H'27· 

Wilmslow, 
March 22, 1827. 

J. 11[. TUllier, 
(Rector of Wilmslow.) 

Alexander Campbell, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

1733. YOU are Sheriff Substitute for Renfrewshire, and resident In Paisley;Yes; I have been so these 24 years. 
1734. Have you had an opportunity of reading the evidence given before this' Committee on the subject of Scotland ?-I have read the evidence only of a feW' witnesses. I have read that of :.\Ir. ~Iaxwel1, Mr. CampteIl, Mr. Home Drummond, l\fr. Kennedy, of John Tait and James Wilson, two weavers delegated by the Emi~ gration Societies in Paisley, and of :\lr. 1\ orthhouse. 
1735. Do you concur in the details of the present state of the population, as stated by those witnesses ?-I concur, generally, as to the state of distress; but there are things stated of which I am ignorant, and some few things as to which I should perhaps not give the same answers. 
173l). Will you refer to any opinions from which you would be obliged, in some degree, to dissent ?- I really am not able at this moment to do so from recollection, having had but a very hasty perusal of the evicence referred to. 
173i. Do you concur as to the extent of distress which has been described by the witnesses ?-I do; the distress was very general and very great. 
1738. Are you aware of the circumstance of the probable ejectment of a great number of weavers families, in the course of the month of May, from tbeir present haLJitations ?-I think that is extremely probable; I know very well tbat the rents of houses possessed by the weaving classes of Paisley have been 

extremely 
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extremely ill paid for the last year; worse, perhaps, than they ever were before; 
the owners of houses, of course, are very much dissatisfied, being in many instances 
themselves dependent upon the rents; alld I believe, now that a recent and very 
considerable increase of employment has taken place, for what is called the Spring 
trade, and that wages have advanced a little, the owners will be disposed to use 
their· utmost exertions to obtain payment of tlJeir rents; and in Scotland the 
Committee are aware that houses are almost universally taken by the year, from 
l\1ay to May. 

1739. Are you of opinion that the removal of a certain number of families, 
according to the principles explained by the questions put to prevIous witnesses, 
would have the effect of mitigating the distress, by improving the condition of those 
wbo remain ?-I certainly am; at least for a time. 

1740. With reference to the principle, that the removal of the excess of redundant 
pauper population will materially improve the condition of those who remain, are 
you enabled to furnbh the Committee with any conjectural estimate as to the number 
of persons (measuring them in the proportion of families of five, consisting of a man, 
a woman, and three children) who might be removed from the neighbourhood of 
Glasgow and Paisley, in the course of the present year, and the comfort of those who 
remain be matffially improved by such removal?- I have not turned my attention 
to an estimate of that description, but I should certainly think that the removal of 
those who are now applying to this Committee, and wbo are extremely anxious to 
remove, would have a decided, though probably a temporary effect in improving the 
condition of those who remain. 

1741. Are you enabled to state to the Committee the precise number of those 
whom you consider as direct petitioners before this Committee for emigration?
According to my information, which is perbaps not so exact as tbat which has been 
given by l\f r. N orthllOuse in particular, and which is derived from conversations 
at different times with some of the delegates from the Emigration societies, I make 
the number of heads of families belonging to Renfrewshire Emigration Societies 
to be 920, independent of a society called the Irish Protestant and the Kilbarton 
Society, and perhaps some other, and I should estimate the whole at more than 
a thousand families. 

1742. Probably the calculation may be sufficiently accurate in estimating these 
at the proportion of 5,000 per50ns, including men, women and children?-Yes. 
I think there is one Irish society not included in the 920 families which I have 
mentioned; that society consists of 100 families; the majority of the men not being 
weavers, tbey endeavoured to join themselves, as they say, to other Emigration 
societies of Scotsmen about Paisley, but having been rejected by all, they called 
on me to express their apprehension lest their claims should, on that account, be 
overlooked hy this Committee. It is to be understood that I speak merely of 
Renfrewshire. 

1743. You give no evidence respecting the state of Lanarksbire - -No. 

I744. Are the Committee to understand that the wages of the hand-loom weavers 
are at the present moment rather on tbe increase ?-I am afraid not at present; 
I have endeavoured to obtain some information upon that point, from weavers and 
master manufacturers, but I find great doubt entertained on all hands, whether trade 
is likely to become brisker as the season advances. The Committee are perhaps not 
aware that master manufacturers feel themselves entitled, as a matter of course, to 
embark a considerable extent of property in manufacturing silk and cotton goods, for 
the Spring trade as it is called, the sales at that period of the year being the steadiest 
and most extensive; at least I understand it to be so for Paisley manufactures. As 
the spring came on, a demand for weavers came with it, and, as I have said, some 
advance in wages took place; but I am told that many master manufacturers doubt 
whether already they have not a sufficient stock of goods on hand, and that all of 
~hem ~re in great uncertainty whether the demand be likely to continue. The 
Immediate prospect of demand for out-of-door labour is even less; there seems at 
present a total stop to the building of houses, which used to give emplo)'ment to 
many labourers. 

1745· Are you of opinion, that if in the course of the present year 2,000 persons 
out of the 5,000 supposed to be included in the petition from Renfrewshire, were to 
be removed to Nova Scotia as emigrants, that in addition to the absolute effect 
produced by the abstraction of those persons, the hope of future removal, if necessary, 
would not operate to tranquillize their minds, and be of very general service to !he 
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district, independently of the mere removal of pecuniary pressure by such abstraction? 
-I think it might. 

1 i 46. You are aware that it would not be in contemplation to remove any of the 
petitioners who are not within certain ages, and from thClr gCl~eral state of heal~h ~nd 
habits fairly competent to bccome agricultural scttlers?-I thmk that such a prmclple 
would be very expedient. 

1747. Consequently, the impression of thut principle will. be to diminish .. to 
a considerable extent, the number of those who are the subjects of removal~
Perhaps it migbt diminish the number. 

1748. Probably a thousand out of the five thousand, might be taken off, by thcir 
not being of the class of persons who could be remove(j undcr such a rq.(ulutlOn?
I dare say there might be a reduction, but to what extent I have not had access to 
know. 

1749. You are aware that some of. those persons have appe~re.d before the 
Committee, and have pledged themselves, III consequence of the conVIctIOn they have 
received from their friends in Canada (this Emigration being intended to N o\"a Scotia, 
but the principle must be the same) that they should be perfectly able to repay the 
expense incurred in their removal, and that if necessary, they would, jointly and 
severally, bind themselves to effect such payment at the end of seven years, when 
it is proposed that it shall commence, and in the meantime pay interest at fi ve per 
cent on the money expended in their removal, a lien remaining upon their lands as 
an additional security; arc you of opinion that those parties will cOlJtinue fixed in 
their resolution to perform this part of their contract ?-As matter Df opinion, it is 
mine, that these people, sllch has been the extent of their depression at home, will 
most gratefully accede to a proposal in these terms, and I am persuaded that their 
intentions to fulfil whatever pledge they give, are at present honest and sincere. nut 
1 !Ilust add, that thDugh I perceive that their immediate cunveYllnce to Nova Scutia, 
and not to Upper Canada, may be a matter of expediency, it is ne\\" to me; and 
1 have some doubt whether the proposition of making Nova Scotia their destination 
\I ill not be felt as a great disappointment by the expecting emigrants. They have 
got ideas with respect to the climate and the soil, and the previous settlers in Upper 
Canada, (some Df whDm are their correspondents and acquaintances) that I fear 
are different frolll ihe notions they entertain of Nova Scotia; about which, at all 
events, I question if they possess very perfect information. I fear they would Oe 
disa ppuinted if they understood that it was intended to locate them in Nova Scotia; 
but at the same time, such has been their expectations and anxiety for a consi
derable time about being furnished with the meallS of emigration, that I conceive 
the offer of being sent out to Nova Scotia, thDugh Jess acceptable, will be received 
as a buun. 

1 ;,0.. Are you of opinion that the advantage Df securin.g this emilfration 
\\"(~llld . be strongly felt in the. cou~ty of Renfrew, th~t if facilities are gi~en to 
effect It, there wDuld be any (hsposltlon on the part ot the proprietors of lands in 
tha.t county to raise money o.n t?e .secu~ity ?f a county ra~e, or by Dther means, to 
~'S!ct tor the purposes ot tim EnllgratlOll II1 the proportIOn of Dnc-third, it being 
estll.nated th.at 1,000. persons cDuld b~ removed for an expense of 60. I. each 
tamJly, . makl.ng 12,00.0. I. for the ~vhole t-I have had no opportunity of pUlling 
a question Dt that sort to any cDnslderable number of the landholders and I have 
ther:lore no ~irect authority for wh~t. I am ab.out to. say; but I do feel ~'ery 
confident that It would be extremely (h~cult to ~alse. any sum in the way proposed, 
that woul~ be worth accept~nee In aid ~f emlgratlOll. The cDunty gentlemen of 
Renfrews!1ll'e ha~e. already mcurred conSIderable, and some of them very great 
ex pense 1Il allevlatmg the late severe and protracted distress' and now that it 
has abat~d, (though leav~ng its victims exhausted,) I am of D~iniDn that they will 
not be ~Isposed to .c~ntflbute furt?~r a~ present; and this the more especially as 
there eXists sOllie. dlff~rellce Df .0pmlOn III the cDunty of Rellfrew, respecting the 
advantages of eml.e;ratlon. It lS not tor the interest of master manufacturers in 
the.Wes! of Scotland, that the. labour market should he drained of a large portion 
~f. mgen!ous tradesmen; and It may be casi~y conceived that apprehensions will 
~r!se, that. a num~er of th.ese men, by passlllg over to the United States, may 
mJllre us III a n.atlOnal pomt of view; although I, fDr one, do not believe that 
the proposed emigrants ha~e any such iiltentions at present. The conduct of the 
lanrlh?ldt'ls I!1U~t of ne~esslty be very much regulated in all such matters by the 
peculiarity of the Scottish poor laws; and there is no power at present recognized 

J[\ 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM: 1827. 185 

in the law of Scotland, by which the county can be assessed for such a purpose. 
As to voluntary contributions, many strong reasons will occur against it. 

] 751. The question was put under the idea that a legislative power may be 
given to counties to raise an annual rate, by which money could be borrowed for 
this purpose?-I feel some doubt about that also; I do believe that many of the 
landholders of Renfrewshire would be disposed to regard the proposed mode of 
administering relief rather as a national than a county question, and would 
deem it extremely hard, that, because they happened to be landholders of a par
ticular county more deeply affected than most others by the late general de
pression of trade, they should be made responsible in a mode so new, especially 
after the contributions they have already made to avert absolute starvation and 
disease. 

] 75:2. Can you give the Committee any sort of approximation to the amount of 
money which in the course of the last year, 1826, has been contributed by Renfrew
shire towards the expense of the pauper weavers, under motives of charity ?-Yes; 
I find by an account which I have had taken from the books of the County Relief 
Committee, (of which I am a member,) that the amount rcceived within the last 
twelve months, from the King, from the London Committee, from the Edinburgh 
Committee, from the county of Haddington, from the Newcastle Committee, and 
from the Glasgow Committee, amounts to within a fraction of 14,0001.; and I find 
that the amount of local c(Jntributions of the county of Renfew, raised by voluntary 
subscription and by various expedients, amounts in round numbers to about 8,000/., 
making a total ofabaut 22,0001. 

] 7 ':;3. Independently of coals?-Yes; and indepcnr]rnt of donations for a soup 
kitchen in Paisley, and in clothing. But I believe the direct contributions got from 
the inhabitants of the county of Henfrew cannot be stated much higher than 5,000 I. 
These contributions, however, are all exclusive of private charity given te a great 
extent by individuals. 

1 i54. Then, in point of fact, unless causes which cannot be at present anticipated, 
remove this distress, the county of Renfrew, if it continues to exercise the same 
degree of charity it has done, will be called upon to pay 5,000/. per annum; and if 
the other sources of relief which you have mentioned should fail, they \\'ould be 
placed under the alternative of witnessing the absolute destruction by famine of 
this pauper population, unless their contributions shall be increased largely beyond 
the 5,0001. ?-I should think that an effect which will not be anticipated at present. 
J have already stated that the distress has in the meantime very greatly abated 
by the increase of employment in the course of the Spring trade; and 'I have t~ 
add the following particulars :--

The greatest number on tbe county committee's regular list of persons to whom 
allowances were given in any single week, from the commel'cement of our distresses 
in Spring 1826, down to the :2:2(\ February last, was in the week endinO' :21st 
December, being :2,7:25 families; the average number was :2,030 . b 

Subsequent to the:! 1 st December, the average number stood thus :_ 

1826: December 28 2,67;J families. 

182i : January 4 2,6n 
11 2,473 
18 2, 109 
25 1,726 

February 1 l.4i3 
8 ],361 

15 1,245 
22 1,088 

March 1 1,044 
8 975 

15 936 

Showing a decrease; in twelve \veeks, of 1,739 families. In these 936 families 
there are, as I understand, no weavers who are proper objects of emigration; I do 

. not believe that any of the petitioners are of their number. They consist generally 
of aged or indifferent workers, whose earninas, if employed, would be inadequate 
for their Support, and who probably have not the necessary implements for weaving; 
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and of fcmale", who used to earn a subsistence by kinds of work for \"hich a de
mand ha~ not revived. It is inherent in the nature of trade and manufactures, that 
at certain periods there will occur seasons of stagnation and distress, whereby a 
areat many operatives are throwlJ out of employment; but such seasons of ad
~ersity do ~ot nccessarily, in Scotland, entail upon the landholders any very severe 
burden, unless the distress be of long continuance, and ~he number~ tbro.\·:n out 
so extremely large as to threaten epidemic disease or ~lIstur?an,ce, 1l1. ":lllch case 
all minor considerations will ,gi YC way. I do not belIeve It IS antICIpated at 
present that snch an occurrence will soon take place again, although there are 
causes operating which may depress the \\ugrs o.f manufactUrIng .laboyr. very .Iow; 
and if any steps could be taken to prevent the l11flux of ~oor Insh, It IS believed 
by m:my that there would be no permanent redundancy Il1 the labour market of 

Scotland. 
1 i.5.5. Supposing that measures .were. to . be taken generally, which wo~ld 

practicallv produce a less influx of natIve 1nsh mto Scotland, such measures hcmg 
concurre,it \I ith any charcre to ue sustained by the country eventually for the 
purposcs of emigration, are "'you not of opinion that the knowledge of that fact would 
tend to reconcile the inhauitants of that country to any permancnt charge imposed 
upon them, for the purpose of getting rid of that pOJlulation ?-I should think it 
very difficult to reconcile the county of Renfrew, or any county in Scotland, t? a 
permancnt charge of that kind; as a general mea~ure, the county of Renfrew nllght 
possibly concur, but only concur with other counties in Scotland, in paying a sum 
for the being insured against a recurrence of similar distresses as connected with a 
redundant manufacturing population, and with a correspondir.g burden upon the 
poor funds. But the stronger probability is, that the landholders would generally 
prefer to take the riok of a distant contingency, than to incur a certain pecuniary 
{)bligatioll of the description referred to. 

1 i;j6. You have stated, that for the last year the expense for charity in the 
county of Renfrew far exceeded the sum of 5,0001.; and fi'om all the evidence this 
Committee has rcceived, an uniform opinion has been stated, that in consequence 
of the power-loom having supersed.ed the hand loom, there is no chance whatever of 
a demand for the lauour of the weavers in the neighbourhood of Glasgow and 
Paisley increasing, so as to improve thcir present condition ?-1n the first place I 
would remark, that I do not cOllsider power-looms to have been in any very 
consideraule degrce the cause of our late distresses; I believe that the previous 
speculative excess of manufactures in general, and the com'equent ~lut in all the 
market;:, have ueen the principal causes. In the county of Renfrcw in particular, 
the prevailin:.( manufactures are figured goods of silk and of cotton, upon which a 
deal of expensivc work is bestowed, and which the power-looms cannot produce. 
I am quite aware tbat power-looms have a very considerable anci an increasin cr effect 
in superse(~ing hand looms in every manufacturing district, though perhaps less in 
Rentrewslme tban elsewhere. And prospectively speaking, I believe that the 
~peration of po\· .. er-looms. joined to the increased prorluction of foreign manu
factures, may have a powerful and permanent influence in diminishing the demand 
for hand-loom "'eavers. ' 

1 i;, i· . If you do not attriuute much of the distress to the power-looms, what do 
you conSider to be the reason why thc weavers are in so much a worse situation than 
the spinner" ?-It may bc a little difficult for one who is not a manufacturer to (Jive 
a ~ati~fac~ory ans\,"~r, but I believe a cotton spinner could easily do so. The cofton 
splillllng IS a peculIar trade, and the wages in it have been always high; and one 
reason, at least, why they are high is, that the employment is considered unhealthv, 
~ncl.the \\ork h~urs are long. Foreigners, to enable themselves to weave colt~n 
ta?rJcs, 11 e;e obliged to purchase the )">lrn frGIIl our spinners, and hence the latter 
might be l11 tull elllpl~y~I~~t, ":hile the wcavers l1ere not. But notwithstanding 
these reasons, and th~ faCilities they have for combination and mutual support, I 
h~\e been otten surpnse~l bow the wages of cotton spinners could have been so ve .. y 
hIgh, when other operatives, who desen'ed at least as well were starvincr· but such 
has been the fact., '<> , 

1 i 58, In point Of fact, though you do not concur as to the precise effect 
produced by the power-looms, stated by other witnesses, vou do concur in thinking 
that there are ca~ses 1.1Oe less operative, \vhich make it irllprobable that the present 
redund~nt. _,::anulacturmg population. can fairl,y be absorbed by the demands of 
the c~pltah"_,,, so as to place them In a materIally improved condition ?-I agree 
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in that proposition, keeping in view, however, that at present the employment is 
pretty general, though the wages are low. 

1759. Are you of opinion that, allowing ample time for the subject to be under
stood, if 5,000 persons were removed from the county of Renfrew, and, if measures 
were taken of a similar nature, from other parts of the United Kinrrdom where 
population may be in excess, there would be any indisposition on the part of the 
proprietors in the county of Renfrew to establish a county rate to the extent of a 
thousand pounds per annum for 60 years, for the purpose of getting rid of those 
5,000 persons; under which county rate it is to be presumed, and must be con
sidered as part of the question, that tbey will be relieved from the claim upon their 
charity which you have described to have actually taken place to the extent of 
5,0001. in the course of the last year?-The claim alluded to, being a claim upon 
charity, will be considered as having becn discharged for a tillie; and if the pro
posed county rate is supposed to apply :,olely to the landholder, I do certainly feel 
110 hesitation in assuring the Committee, that the very strongest objections will be 
felt to any such assessment. 

1760. Would any rate tbat would bear upon property other than land, combined 
with tbe rate upon the land producing the same amount, be more likely to be 
acceded to ?-It would certainly be more acceptable to the landholders, if there 
should be a county rate, that part of it should apply to those who are cor.sidered 
by them as the means of bringing into the county, when trade is flourishing, a large 
number of people, who, when a reverse comes, are thrown I1pon the poor's rates, 
or become supplicants for spontaneous relief. The landholders will naturally con
tend, that a full proportion should be borne by those who receive most advantage 
from the surplus labourers. 

1 i61. Supposing tbat the manufacturing capitalists, and the owners of houses, 
were to refuse to consent to any such arrangement for stich an object, you are of 
opinion that under all the given circumstances of society in the county of Renfrew 
the landholders would think that their own interests in a pecuniary point of view 
would be more consulted by the presence and continuance of this redundant 
population, than by getting rid of it for the charge of a thousand pounds per annum 
for 60 years as proposed; always presupposing that they are satisfied that that 
charge would effectually rid them of that population for the future '!-I certainly do 
think that their objection would remain unimpaired, unless it were at such a time 
as we have just witnessed. The number of Irish amongst us, who may be regarded 
as constituting the mass of our surplus workers, would not by the agriculturists 
be reckoned as a very great evil; for it is a fact, that if an extensi\'e drain, or 
canal, or road, or any other thing, were to make, that could be done by piecework 
(for the ordinary farm labour of the county is performed by Scots servants engaged 
by the half year,) I should not feel in the least surprised to find, that of a hundred 
men employed at it, ninety were Irish; and indeed the Irish are considered 
to work at least as ,yell, and certainly work a great deal cheaper than Scotsmen; 
they can live cheaper, and several things which a Scotchman or an Englishman 
feels to be indispensable to his comfort, an Irishman can do very well without. 
As for the manufacturing interest, of course the cheaper the market for labour, 
the better. 

1762. Your answer is confined, is it not, to the feelings of the landholders; what 
is the feelir.g of the natives of that part of Scotland with which you are connected, 
wilh respect to the Irish?-I have no doubt there is a considerable degree of jealousy 
entertained, because they find their wages lowered by the influx of strangers; they 
find themselves driven out of a considerable range of employment. 

1763. Do you consider that to be an unreasonable jealousy on the part of the 
labourers ?--I do not tbink it is unreasonable. 

1764. If it be reasonable, can it be consistent with the interest of the landholders, 
tbat the native population sbould be driven out of the country, and that all the 
other evils obvious from such a state of things should fall upon them ?-I think 
that the landholders have reason upon tbe whole to regret that the influx of 
strangers is quite so great. In ordinary times it is all well, but when sucb a stag
nation of manufacturing employment takes place as took place last year, the enor
mous number who may be thrown on parish support would bear very hard upon 
the landholders, when it is considered that it has lately been declared by the 
supreme court of Scotland as the law of the land, that an Irishman has all the 
privileges of a native ill acquiring a legal paris!l settlement, entitling him to claim 
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as matter of right to be maintained out of th6 poors funds, by three years industrial 

residence. . . 
1 ;Iii. The Committee are, then, to understand you to say, that l~otwIt!1standlOg 

the claims \\'hir,h you state an Irish pauper labourer has upon parochial assls~ance as 
well as the Scotch native labourers, notlyithstanding the fact that the proprietors .of 
the county of Renfrew have contributed i~1 the course. of the last year 5,0~01. tor 
the purposes of charity, and notwithstandll1g that rehef has been poured IIlto the 
county of Renfrew by charitable subscriptions to a very great exte.nt ~roll1 other 
quarters, yet the landed interest on the one hand and the ~nanufacturll1g mterest on 
the other of that country, consider the advantage,to be ,denved from cheap~r labour 
so great, that they would rather be saddled WIth tIllS excess of ,PopulatIOn than 
undergo an expense, adl~itted t? be small compar,ed I\'lth the chanty alone, to ~et 
rid of the permanent eftect of It?-I do not attnbute to these partIes that precIse 
reasoninO' which the question includes. I am not sure if the remedy would be 
deemed !lerlllunently efficient, and probably the recurrence of the disasters recently 
experienced may not be ex~crienced in any such ter~ific extent; ?ut I think t~1at 
on "eneral rrrounds the ScottIsh landowners would be dIsposed to object to any thll1g 
that\ears tlle appearance of a permanent poor's rate for able-bodied mell, under any 
circumstances, 

1 ;6(;, \Vhen the Committee speak of a permanent rate of a thousand pounds a 
year for 60 years, they are speaking of a sum of 20,000 I. at the present moment, 
under the idea that it would be more convenient to the county to produce in that 
way a definite object, than to saddle themselves with such an expense at once or at 
a short period; uut all these questions are utterly. irrelevant if it IIcrc to be under
stood that the count...' of Renfrew was unprepared to saddle itself with an annual 
expense of a thollsmld pounds, but that it would be prepared to raise 20,000 I. at 
the present moment?-If it be assumed that there is again to recur a necessary 
expenditure (and by the county) of 20,000/. in one year, then certainly the land
holders might consider it as not an unfit commutation to submit to a corresponding 
annual assessment; but I humbly apprehend H,at is not the light in which the land
holders Iyould be disposed to view the question. If we had not got the chief part 
of our large expenditure from national contribution through the medium of the 
London Committee, God knows lI·hat would have become of us. I conceive if 
such distress should ever occur again, that the landholders of Renfrew might con
sider it not as a local but as a national matter requiring the attention of Govern
ment. Taking into view the demands of private charity which have entered into 
no account, the landholders of Renfre\\'shire would certainly have deemed it an 
i?toleraule burden to, be bound to raise .ror ~he "upport of the indigent any thing 
like :20,000 t. evCI1 mded by tbe eontnbutlOlls of the master manufacturers and 
other inhabitar1b, It must be taken into view, that while the operatives have been 
so severely depressed by low wages and want of demand for work, the master 
manuLlcturers themselves have not escaped, I have been credibly informed of 
one case of bankruptcy in Renfrewshire, in Which the bankrupt's estate was found 
to h~ve claims against, between fifty and. sixty other recently bankrupt estatts; a 
suffiCIent proof of the dIstress that has aftected the manufacturing interest in that 
part of the countrv, 

1 ~l;i' Y,ou ha~e obs.erved, t~at the gentlemen of the county of Renfrew would 
conSider thiS as a natIOnal object rather tllU~ a local one, but the gentlemen of 
the cOUl~ty of Renfrew" under the assumed Circumstances, would be called upon 
to furmsh only onc-tlm? of the e~pe~se necessary to accomplish this object; 
60,??o/, .would a~co11lphsh the el11lgratIOn of 5,000 persons; therefore the pro
pOSltlO~1 IS, that If tbe county of Renfrew either advanced 20,0001, at once, or, 
preferring t.? spread the expense over a greate~' llumbtr of years, on tlie principle 
that postcllty sl.lould share the burthen whIch should produce an advantage to 
them, would raise the 20,000/. on a long annuity of sixty years; in point of 
fact the case would stand thus, that for the purpose of removinG' r: 000 persons 
under the removal of, \I hich, by the te~'ms of the proposition, the °cg~nty is to b~ 
released from al~ claim upon Its chanty, and all redundancy of population, the 
State, woul? furl1lsh the m~ans of adding 40,000 t. to the 20,000 I. so proposed to 
be raIsed from the county r·-It may seem a reproach upon the county of Renfrew 
for me to say, but I do really feel it necessary to say in answer to the question 
that I d b I' I ' , o not e le~e .t Ie county of Renfrew would willingly submit to any county 
r~te o~ that des~rJPtlOn, that they could possibly resist. Setting aside all con
slderatlOll respectmg the source of the evil, and the permanency of the cure, the 
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Committee will remember that, in common with other Scottish counties, we are 
very little acquainted with such floors rates as ~revail in England; aud with regard 
to the county of Renfrew, though very consIderable as a commercial and manu
facturing county, it is but of small extent. The rcnt-roll of the landholders is by 
no means in proportion to its commercial or manufacturing importance. A county 
rate of 1,000 t. a year is greater than the whole land tax that the county of Ren
frew pays. 

] 768. Are the Committee to understand that the same observation would 
apply, if the expense was 500 t. a year instead of a thousand?- I really believe so, 
as the objection would be founded upon principle as well as upon mere pecuniary 
amount. 

1 jG9. If the rate were fixed on real property only, the landholder would obje<:t ; 
if the rate were charged on real and personal prop-erty, the landholders and the 
capitalists would join in the objection ?-Yes. 

] 770. You are not enabled to hold out to the Committee any hope that the 
COllllty of Renfrew, from a sense of its own interest, "'ould concur in any contri
bution to the promotion of this object :- I am not; at least to any amount which 
the Committee would think at all material for the object in view. 

1771. Do you concur in this observation, it is stated in a letter before the 
Committee, "Without some change or modification of the law of parish residence, 
I do not see that any effectual encouragement can be given to Emigration: In the 
spring of 1820, we sent out a number of well-doing people to Canada, but their 
houses were filled with Irish, who, as two or tlJree families are satisfied to accom
modate themselves with a house which ouly held a single famiiy before of the 
old population, and as the Irish "'omen are possessed of greater fecundity than 
the Scotch, producing generally about one-fourth more children than the latter, 
that is, their families counting six heads in place of five, we are infinitely worse 
off than ever: the Scotch operatives and labourers are taking the inroads made 
upon them by those people much to heart, and the Emigrant Societies look to the 
Irish as the cause of their not getting away to America, by their preventing the 
gentry from helping to pay for the expense of the emigrants, under the impression 
that the Irish will fill up the places of those whom they would otherwise assist to 
go to the British colonies:" do you concur in that reasoning ?-I concur generally 
in that reasoning. It must immediately strike any man upon whose property such 
a tax is proposed to be laid, to ask of what avail is that tax to be; is the recur
rence of the emigration from Ireland, or other causes of distress, to be prevented. 
Unless some effectual preventive be given, there must be the greatest possible 
reluctance upon the part of the landholders of Scotland to incumber their estates 
with an annual or other payment for the purpose of emigration. 

1 i72. Do you believe that a body of Scotch gentlemen, whether landholders or 
manufacturers, would consent to charge themselves \"ith a fixed certain burthen, 
upon the speculative hope that the cause of the present charge will not recur ?~ 
I do not. 

1773. Are you aware that in the evidence received by this Committee from 
English parishes, an entirely contrary opinion has been given; that the English 
parishes, without a single exception (the proprietors in which, or the overseers of 
which, have been examined before the Committee) have expressed a readiness not 
only to charge their parishes to the extent of '20 t. but of 60 t. for every poor family 
emigrated ?--I have been informed of that, and I think that they are making a 
reasonable bargain; but I t.hink the situation of Scotland is very different, and that 
difference cannot be explained without adverting to the state of the Poor law:;. 

1 i74. You stated in the early part of your evidence, that it would be a great 
henefit if those 5,000 persons could be removed; supposing that removal to take 
place, and assuming that the county of Renfrew had agreed to incur the proposed 
burthen, could that remedy prove effectual, unless the means lVere presented of 
preventing the chasm so occasioned from being filled up :-1 think not, beyond 
a very limited period. The evil of an excessive influx of indigent Irish might be 
palliated by certain regulations, which it would not be very difficult to make; 
bu.t .1 apprehend that the radical cure must be applied to the place where the evil 
ongmates; I apprend that as Ion" as Ireland remains in its present state, so long 
there will be a great influx. 0 

1775. According to the present law of Scotland, is there any means of preventing 
the mflux and the settlement of Irish poor wherever there is a temptation for them - , 
to come :-Certainly none. 
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I nG. Is there not all the difference between England lI:nd Scotland in that 
respect, that there can be between a country overburthene.d. wIth a system ?f Poor 
laws, and a country in which that system has a very lllltlgated and partial ope
ration ?-Certainly tbere is an immense difference between the state of the two 
countries in that respect. . 

J ~~~. And that which might reasonably be considered by the one country as a 
grea~ II~elief, might be considr:red ,by ~he ?the~' as a precedent for. the imposition 
of new and grievous burthens :-C:ertamly It mIght prav: a great rehef t? England, 
but a very dangerous precedent III Scotland, at least It would be umversally so 
esteemed. 

I iiS. Can you state shortly to the Comm~ttee w?at th,e Scotch law of s.ettleme~t 
is, and how it applies in the case of the Insb?- ~he Sc.otch law of settlement .IS 

extremely simple; by that law any man who has hIS resIdence for three years In 

any Scottish parish, will thereby aC9uire a le~al settlement, unless he or some of 
his family have had recourse to begglllg for their support, or have Leen "'hollyor 
partially supported by charity during the course of those three years. 

1 ii9. It; tben, a labollrer frolll Ireland, or any other part of the King's dominions, 
and not only EO, bl1t from any fOl'eign cOllntry, were to come and establish him~elf 
in a parish in Scotland, and live tbere for three years without being known to be 
a beggar, and witbout receiving any relief from the cburch money, or any other 
of tbe usual SOllrces, he would be entitled to come upon tbat parish just as much 
as a native of that parish or of any part of Scotlanri ?-According to a late 
decision of the supreme civil court of Scotland, tbat is declared to be the law; 
the point wus tried in a case decided in 1824, at the suit of one Higgins, an Irish
man, against tbe barony parish of Glasgow. The case, as stated in the printed 
reports of the decijons of the Court of Sessioll, is tbis: The barony parish of Glasgow 
is one of tbe most populolls in Scotland, and one of tbose in which an assessment 
for the poor has long prevailed. The managers resolved to admit nlJ Irishman 
upon the poor's roll, and that resolution was made the subject of complaint to the 
Court of Session in the llallle of Higgins, who had resided there for a good many 
years. The jlldgment of the court was to tbis elIect; first, that the Court of Session 
have a controlling power in such cases; and in the second place, that the plaintitr in 
tImt case, from having had an industrial residence fur more than three YEars in the 
parish, had acqllired a legal settlement against the poors rates, just as if he had been 
a native Scotchman. And indeed the principle of the judgment was expressly held 
to apply to foreigners in general. 

17S0. \r as that case appealed to the HOllse of Lords ?-It was not. 
1 is 1. And it stands no\\' as the declared law of Scotland ?--It does. 
I iS2. What means are aflordecl by the law of Scotland of transferance, or, as 

it is called, of transportation of poor from one parish to another within Scotland, 
from a parish where they may have acquired a settlement, to the parish of their 
birth :-There is only one regulation in Scotland, respecting removals, and it 
applies only to vag;rants; it has no application to the ordinary poor, and indeed 
no practical operation at all. No perSall can, without his own consent, be removed 
from one parish to another in Scotland, unless he be a vagrant beggar. 

1783. Sllpposing a person, a native of Scotland, residing in a parish in which 
he was a stl:anger, to be in the habit of receiving charity there from the parish, 
although ~ot 111 th~ shape of a~sessillent. money, is it in the power of the parish to 
remove Illm to Ius o\\'n pamh ?-It IS not in the power uf the parish to do so, 
legally, 

.1 i84. Are there any. means, however over-burthened the parish may be with 
!nsh paupel:s,. of removll1g tbem to Ireland ?-N 0 legal compulsory means; and 
m our very IlInJted law of removal (which is utterly useless in practice) the idea 
of removal presllpposes some other place bound to receive and support the person 
remm"ed; removal to Ireland, therefore, ought to imply that there are poors funds 
III that country, or at least some means by which those removed can be provided 
for, and prevented from returnin<r. 

1 i:-;.~. A magistrate cannot order them out of the parish ?-He cannot. 
17Sb. It has b~en stated in the evidence of Mr. Campbell, the Member for 

Renfrew, that .dunng the last year a llumber of Irish were sent from tbat part of 
the c~untry with merely a loaf, and a few shillings in tbeir pockets; by what 
authonty were. thos,e persons removed?-That was done, not by legal, but by 
~or'll compU~SI?n, If It \\'as by compulsion at all. The Irish are probably either 
19norant ot tnelr legal claims, or distrustful of having theoe acknowledged; and 

many 
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many have no legal claim, because they have gained no legal settlement. They 
were very glad to have the means of removal from a country where they could ,Tet 
no employment. 

1787. As long as the law and circumstances (If Scotloml remain what they are 
with respect to the impossibility of preventing the influx ami settlement of the 
numerous bands of Irish that come tbere, do you conceive that any Emigration, 
however desirable on other accounts, and however desirable as a means of tem
porary relief, would alford any p~rmanent relief-to that country ;-1 clo not believe 
that it ,\"ould afford any permanent relief. A temporary rdiet' I certainly think it 
would afford, for it is not in one month, nor perhaps in one year, that tbe vacuum 
could be filled up by persons able to do the work of those who had gone away; 
but I have not the least doubt, that the moment the labour market i-; drained to a 
certain extent, and the wages of tho~e remaining, raised, every weaver, instead of 
endeavouring to send his sons and daughters to some other employment, will avail 
himself of their labour in his own trade; and as the business of a comIllon weaver 
is not very difficult to learn, there arises in the course of t\\'o years a new genera
tion of weavers; and from the same cause, those Irish who happen to be weavers 
of cotton or linen goods in Ireland, and wbo may hope for better ,,"ages in Scot
land, would have the strongest temptation to come over. I understand that a lincn 
weaver would not find any great difficulty to overcome in learning to wcave 
cotton goods. 

I iSS. Do you conceive it wouid be in the power of the landed proprietors to 
check the coming in of the Irish labourers, by refusing to allow them to have resi
dences and cottages, were they so minded?-That is a subject which I feel to be 
one of extreme difficulty. There are certainly, hOl\ever, saine cxpedicnts which 
may be adopted without difficulty or without any violation of any established or 
fair principle. Let it be enacted that a longer period of years is requisite for an 
Irishman or a foreigner to acquire a legal settlement than for a native; and perhaps 
in addition to the extension of the period, there might be a qmllification added, that 
the reside:lce should have been in the capacity of householders; because when 
families of poor Irish come over, it is a long time before they get a house; they 
crowd great numbers together into lodgings, usually pityillg the rent by the week 
or fortnight; to Scotsmen, whether landowners or not, (for we all pay poor-rates 
in assessed parishes) it ",ill appear very hard that being a lodger in such circulll
stances, in a state bordering on beggary, should suffice to conteI' a f'lll legal 
settlement. 

IiS9. How do those poor Irish who come over, contrive to nourish themselves 
at first ?-They have generally some friends or relations, who perhaps invite them 
to come over. 

1790. 'What food do they eat chiefly?-Potatoes, of course, and other cheap 
food; it is surprising how little they can do with. I am quite certain, from what I 
have beell with Illy own eyes, that somc of them can do ,,-ithout any thing which 
deserves the name of furniture or bed clothes, and I suppose the cheapest food 
will suffice them. 

I i91. When they are in full employment, do they live more like the people of 
the country, or do they still persevere in the same way ~-Thcy gradually assimilate 
to the people of the country, and they cause the people of {he country in some 
degree to assimilate to them. They have no notion of that degree of expcllse 
wbich is essential to a Scotchman's comfort. A Scotchman IllUSt be in a very 
degraded state who should not have decent clothes to appear at church on Sunday, 
or give his children education; but these things don't give much concern to the 
Irishman, at least for a considerable time. . 

1 i92. Under the relative circumstances of the t\\"o countries, what term of years 
do you think it reasonable to require for an Irishman to acquire a sealement in 
Scotland ?-As a minimum, I should say seven years; and indeed that is tlle 
term of residence specified in some of our Scottish statutes on the subject of the 
poor. 

1 i93. You think that that provision, coupled with the provision that he should 
be a householder, would afford a materi<ll rclief?-l think it would operate as a 
check, and more e3pecially if some precautionary measure could be devised to 
prevent suspicious persons from gaining a settlement by residence, such as warning 
them to remove . 
. 1794· What is the law of Scotland with respect to affording parochial relief in 

CIrcumstances where work cannot be found settin" aside the cases of the agecl, the 
, to • d 

550 . A a 4 disease , 

.1. C_lrnphdl, 
Esq. 
~ 

24 l\1arch, 
IS27· 



.A. Campbell, 
Esq. 
~ 

~4 March, 
1827. 

l\1li\UTES OF EVIDEKCE DEFORE SELECT COl\nnTTEE 

disea5ed, the blind, and so on, the question bein~ confin~d to :uch cases as arise 
when \lork cannot be obtained?-I presume the CommIttee IS aware how ex
tremely similar the early. Scottish el~actmen!s upon t1~at subject are to the ea,rly 
English, and how v~ry dIfferent theIr pract~cal operatIon ~las b~en. OU,r leadIng 
statute was passed In tbe year 1;j i9, and It confined parIsh rehef to, pel sons ?e
scribed as " aged, poor, inJpotent and decayed. perso~s, who ~f necessity must lIve 
by alms;" and in the practice of Scotian?, pa~'lsh rehef has hItherto beel~ confined 
to that description of persons, and I behev~ It was ne~er heard or unlIl the .be
ginning of tbe present century, when an umvers~l scarcIty of provIsIOns r.revaIied 
in Scotland when in one of the southern parIshes an assessment was llnposed 
partly at le~st for the relief of people whose wages ,\:ere insufficient to procure 
the necessary supply of food, and who bad I~O ~t~er clalln; I allude to tbe ca~e of 
Pollock aaainst Darlin~. Tn tbat case, an llldlvIdual, \"ho was assessed, resIsted 
payment ~pon the ground tbat, there was no law existin~ in Scotl~nd by wbich 
any such as-C5"rllCnt could be Imposed for the s~pport 01 abl~-bodle? men; the 
supreme court decided tbat the assessment was vahd. But I beheve thIS has never 
been re!farded as a sufficient precedent to settle the general question; and among 
otber r~~sons for tbis opinion, the claim was not at tbe instance of a person assert
ina his riaht to aid from tbe poors rate, but a question between one inhabitant of 
th~ pariol~, and the managers for the poor who. bad assessed him.. A ~ore recent 
and important case arose out of the COIlJlnerclal and manufactUrIng dIstresses of 
1819, in the Abbey parish of Pll.isley, in which up\\'ards of eight bundred able
bodied \\·orkmen (such as the persons who are now petitioning to be carried to 
Canada) applied for s:lbsistence from the parish rates; and tbe managers for the 
poor having refused to give that relief, as being a precedent of extreme danger, 
the claimants presented an application to the sheriff of tbe county, for the purpose 
of having the claim made effectual. The sheriff decided that they had a legal 
claim; and the question being appealed to the supreme court, I have reason to 
know that it was deemed of great importance to prevent that question from being 
tried upon its merits, and to oppose it upon a preliminary objection in point of 
form, namely, tbe competency of the sheriff's court to review or control the reso
lutions of the managers for the poor. The result was, that the Court of Session 
decided tbat although the Scottish Acts of Parliament, in various instances con
nected with the Poor laws, imposed a superintending duty upon the 5herifis, the 
sheriff had no such control as had been assumed; so that the case was dismissed,. 
and the question never was tried upon its merits. The circumstances of the manu. 
facturing districts cbanged, and the funds of the claimants being exbausted, the case 
went no further. 

1795· Then tbe apprehension that weighed upon olle of tbe parties in that case· 
was, that if it came to be tried fairly Oil its merits before the Court of Sessiun tbat 
court would probably act as it bad done in the case of Pollock aaainst Darlid,,?
I believe it was; and I may add, that if the principle involve/in tbat case ~ere 
once establisl~ed by an authoritative precedent, as applicable to tbe maintenance, 
total or pal tlal, of able-boclied workmen demandinO' it as a leaal ricrht then it . , v ;:,;:, , 
seems to me beyond al! questIOn tbat Scotland mil be placed under the same 
tremendous burt hen whIch England bears and bas been struaglincr in vain to 
alleviate. e 0 

1796. Do you conceive tbat in clecidillO' the case of Pollock acrainst DariinO' the 
~ol1rt o~ Session meant to confine itself t~ laying down the law in cases of g;~eral 
dlst!'Css.1ll the ~ountry, so that employment could not be found by the applicants, 
or that It only Illcluded cases of temporary and local distress ?-I really do not 
feel myself very competent to answer, as to the reasons which influenced the case 
of. Pollock agains~ Darling, my knowledge of tbat case being derived from the 
pflnted. report, ,WlllC~1 I bave not recently perused; but my understanding is, that 
the mam questIOn dId not come directly and fully before tbe court. 

l,7Di. Do 'you conceive th .. t the efiect of that decision in the case of Pollock 
a~alllst Darlmg, was t~ go as fa: as a decision could go to establisb tbis prin
CIple, that the IllcapaClty of findmt1 employment entitled a man to be put upon 
th II' S I 1'" . e pOOl'S ro ,m LCOt all( ~-If it could be considered a sufficient precedent, it 
certamly. does ll1vol\'e that principle; but it does !lot 0'0 to say directlv that the 
abll~-bo,dled poor man has a le~al claim acrainst tbe pOarisb it only O'oes to tbis, 
W llch IS a d'A' I' h~" 0 '. b ., k , luerent t ling, t at It tbe manaoers of tbe poor namely the h.lr 
se,' Ion and th I' . . 0 " .".' . e ,entors or propfletors, (wbo as a sort of Parliamentary trust 
al e mvested WIth the f h . . h } management 0 t e poor and tbe power of assessmg parIs es 

shall 
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shall voluntarily admit such claims, a parisbioner who is assessed will not be pe r
mitted to object. 

1 -98. In the case of Pollock against Darling were not all the fifteen j ud i-(~ 
pre:ent, and tbe .decision carried by a m,\jority of one r- I am not able at present to 
answer tbat questIOn. 

1 i9~1. You have slated, tbat if the step were once tuken, of admitting able-bodi ed 
men as possessing a good claim on tbe poors rates of Scotland, the condit ion of 
Scotland would be quite as bad as tbat of England ?--Nearly ns bad. 

1800. Would it not be even worse, inasmuch as personal property is rateable to 
the poor in Scotland as well as real property?-I am 1I0t aware that that mak es it 
worse. 

1 SOL Is not a person residing in a parisb in Scotland, whn e a rat (' u.i:-ts, 
liable to contribute to tbe rat.e in consideration of his pen'onal prorerty "I nner 
situate, as well as his real property within the pari~h?- I u( h:\ c tiI t Ie is at 
present no doubt at all bow tbe law of Scotland sta nds in that re~pfct; and I mny 
state, for tbe information of tbe Committee. tbat "hen'ver an ;",c,;lI:cnt i~ in.
posed, (suppose 2,00u/.) the law dividcs it into two equal IH1It,o, 1.(;0(1/. "ill be 
papule exclusively by tbat body whom in Scotland \Ie are in the babit of calling 
" heritors," a term not ahmys to be limited to the proprietcrs of land, for it nmy 
happen in some pari~hes, and it does happen in tlie Abbey I,arish of Pai~ky, 
in which I live, tliat the proprietors of houses pay and rank as man'l!2.{]'" of the 
poor alung with the landholder~, whom they greatly out·number, and ot (cur,e om 
out-vote; the other half is assessed on the inhabitants at brge, including th(lse 
very beritors, according: to tbe estimated ratio of their " means of ~uu5tance" 
wherever situated, and not othel'lvise asse,;sed for poor-rates. The Cc.mmiuee 'I ill 
understand that I am describing the mode of assessment in \I hat are eel lied " Lmld
ward" parishes in Scotlanrl, as distinguished from burgh pari~he~, in" hich ia"t tbe 
mode of assessment is »omewhat difierent. 

1802. In regard to an early statute, as defining the per"ons to "liom relief may 
be given, already referred to, are you not aware that in a subsequent statute in 
1663, there are words to this effect: " the persons unemployed, IJeing: maslerless, 
ami out of service, and not having wherewith to maintain themsel \CS I>y their own 
means and work, are entitled to flclief" )-1 do not recollect parti cularly the import 
of that statute; uut the impression upon my mind is, that the terms relerred to are 
not of general application, but directed to some special aDd pro bably tellJporary 
object. 

1803. Supposing, lor the sake of argument, it were admitted that an indiscrimi
nate poor-rate could by law be imposed in Scotland, is it not probable that, 
under the circumstances of distress and misery among the redundant aule-bodied 
labourers in the county of Itenfrew, continuing in future years unaided and unas
sisted by tbat extent of charitable contribution from other parts of the conntry 
l~hich cOIlJbined with the charity of Renfrew, estimated at five thousand pounds, 
whicll has supported thelll Ilil' the last year, it is not probable that a legal assess
Illent would take place in the county 01 HCllfrcll' for the maintcnance of thc aule
bodied poor, in the i:iame manner as in England ?-If it ue assullled that the law 
l1('re so declared, I have not the least douut that in such a year as 18:26 the 
Kirk sessions and beritors lIould be disposed to relic\'(' the distressed \\'ork
people by a general as-essment or poor-rate; Hnd if therc lIere no other reason, 
there is at least tbis \lJ'y strong one, that voluntary contributions fall chiefly upon 
tbo,e \Ioho are in other respects put to the greatu,t expense, lIamely, the churitahle, 
and that lIIany individuals cun find very good reasons fi)r keeping their money in 
their pocket,. 

1804. Though you have no doubt there would be a disposition on the part of 
thc self-taxing body in Renfrew to impose this assessment, under the ,uPI'osed 
circumstances of continued distress, they would have to exercise a di:cretion 
whether they would or not; and in point of fact, tbere would be no abstract means, 
under the lall' of Scotland, to force thelll to do it, if they were of opiniun that it 
Was inexpedient to give relief to the able-uodied labourer?-1 woulrt express my 
confident opinion, thnt if the power of aSoto,ing parishes for tbe indiscriminate 
suppor~ of ~II who bap~ened to be in pOI'erty, froIll fluctuations ill employn~ellt or 
~then\'JSc, III Scotland, 1t would be not only the interest of tbe landholders III par
ticular,. but of Scotland at large, that it should, so far as regards able· bodied men, 
be .entlrely discretionary, and such as vested no legal claims in those oujccts 
of It. I have thougbt in seasons of distress in Renfrewshire, such as the year~ 
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1816 and 181 Q, as well as 1826, that it might be desirable to. vest the man~~ers 
of the poor with a di,cretionary p:)wer to assess the whole parish for the rehe~ of 
the (Jeneral distress; but I certainly think we ought to be most careful of treatmg 
sucl; relief as a matter of lcaal ri"ht in the claimant. The telJdency of such a 
measure humane as it seem; wo~ld soon appear. The salutary warning whicn 
the cour~e of nature gives, in' connecting distress with improvid~nce and vice, and, 
the utility of saving banks and friendly societ~es, w?ul~ be materIally counteracted; 
and the effects, especially in a manufacturlllg district, would be de?asement of 
moral feeling and depreciation of real property. !t may not be un~mportant to 
add that the debasement of which I speak has, 111 my own experIence, made 
alar'ming progress, and chiefly f~·om the ~mmodel:ate appetit~ whi~l~ pre.vails !or 
spirituous lirjllOrs, and the excessIVe, and.111 m~ mmd destructive facility With whlcn 
licences for retailing spirits can be obtallled 111 Scotland by persons who ~ave n.o 
other recommendation than that which ought rather to exclude them, VIZ. t.helr 
poverty and unfitn~ss for other employ~e~t. If habits of p!"ovidence are so pe~u· 
liarlv necessary amidst the flnctuatlOlls 111Cldli'nt to commercial and manufacturmg 
pursuits, the Committee will judge how far such habits are discouraged; and what 
a lar<'e deduction must come from the wages of labour, when I state, that, as com
pared wilh the population, the number of lic~nsed houses will show that every 
twentieth family in Renfrewshire keeps a public house, and by necessary conse· 
quence, that almost every working man is subjected to constant temptation, by 
having some relation, 50me intimate acquaintance, or some next-door neighuour, 
who keeps a tippling house. 

1805. Admitting, then, for the sake of argument, that in consequence of some 
future decision, the law of Scotland, as laid down in the case of Pollock against 
Darling, were solemnly affirmed, that would lead to a state of thing, in which the 
redulllhnt poor having a legal claim upon parochiai assessments, ill the county of 
Renfrew for example, the indisposition wbich you have stated to exist to tax the 
county for the purposes of emigration would then be reduced to a consideration of 
comparative peculliary interest, involved between paying this legal rate, which 
could not be avoided, and contriuuting towards the expense of emigration; you 
have already remarked that in England you understand that it may be a good 
bargain to the parish to pay 60 I. for the getting rid of a labourer's family, which 
appears to cost the parish 251. a year; admitting that the principle of the judg
ment alluded to was affirmed, do you think the same permanent objection would 
exist in the county of Renfrew to the proposition of charging emigration on the 
county rate, which under existing circnmstances you think would practically 
occllr ?-If it \I'ere solemnly determined to be the law of Scotland, that an able
bodied man who could not find employment were entitled as a legal claim to de
mand support fro:n the parish, we should then be precisely, or very nearly, on the 
same footing as England; of course what now appears to be surrounded with 
objections of the most formidable description, would then come to a mere coc!
sideration of comparative advantage or disadvantage in commuting one burden for 
another. 

I 806. If in 1819, the Court of Session, instead of getting rid of the question of 
~he. ~er~ts in the A?uey parish c~~e, and disposing of it on the point of the sheriffs 
JUrisdiction, had affirmed the deCISIOn of the sheriff, what would have been the effect 
of a final jlld,gmcnt, so affirming the claim of aule-bodied men in Scotland on the 
poor-rate ?-It appears to me that the effect of such an affirmation would be this 
we sho~ld just have the s~me e~ten.t of claims, with all their injurious consequences: 
that ~XIS~ III England, wI.th tl1I5 difference, so far as [ understand any thing of the 
pract~ce 111 England, that III Scotland the assessment will be imposed by the persons, 
or c~lefiy. by the person~ on whom the burden of payment principally falls, which 
I believe IS lIot the case 111 E~lgland. But as an off-set for that advantage, we should 
be more exposed to such clalllls, because the conditions on which a lem\l settlement 
ill Scotland is acqllired are simple and easy compared with those wGich I under-
stand to ue estalliished in Encrland. • 

<:> 
1807 .. Did not the decision of the sheriff of Renfrew confirm the claim of 825 

able-bodied men ?-In effec~ it did so. I wish it to be understood that the judg
~ent re~erred to was not given by me, as is usually the case in the first instance; 
It w~s gl\'en by a gentlem~n of .m~ch highe~ attainments, i\Ir. Dunlop, the princi~al 
sh~lIff, Whose usual provlllc~ It IS to review my judgments when parties are diS
satlsfi.ed.. I was ~t ~hat penod much engaged in the management of voluntary 
contributIOns for llIdlgent work-people, and too much in contact both with them 

~ and 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM: .827· 19'5 

and the managers for the poor to make it desirable for me to judge in the question, 
nel I requested the sheriff to do so. 

1808. You have stated, that three years continued residence is necessary to set
tlement; arc not the words of the Scotch law, tha~ " haunting and resorting" for 
the space of three years should give a settlemenU-1 have been accustomed to 
consider tbe general law of settlement as so clear, that I did not think it necessary 
to preruse minutely the whole Acts of the Scottis.h Parliament preparatory to my 
examination; but I apprehend that the expressIOns referred to are applied to 
vagrants, and to questions of relief between one parish and another, and do not re
gulat.e the general law of settlement. 

180g. Are you aware of the case of the parish of Hescobie, decided in 180 I, 

,,·here a common vagrant was held to have acquired a settlement in a parish where 
she had most hauntcd for the last three years, to the effect of making that parish 
liable to the maintenance of her bastard child?- I would observe, that although we 
have practically no law of removal in Scotland, we have an equivalent for it in daily 
practice. 'Wherever a person is found destitute in a parish, where such person has 
no legal settlement, the managers for the poor do not hesitate to adlllinister relief 
to prevent starvation, bllt then they immediately notify tbis circumstance to the 
parish where the settlement exists, and have a right by la", as creditors, to compel 
that parish to repay their advances, and all future ad\'ances, or tlse to remove tbe 
chargeable person. 1 have not thought it necessary to mention to the Committee, 
how the settlement of parelll~ governs that of their children, or of husbands that of 
their wives, or how the place of birth gives a settlement wbere no other ground of 
settlement is known. In the case of Rescobie, the vagrant mother's settlement 
(I believe) ulllier a special enactment was found to fix upon one of a number of 
conflicting parishes the burden of supporting the destitute child. I believe the case 
does not aflect tbe general rule. 

1810. In a former part of your evidence you have stated, that great henrfit 
would result frolll extending the period to seven years upon which a settlement 
might be obtained; will you have the goodness to state holY tbat bentfit would 
arise, if there was not at the same time a compulsory power of removal of those 
Irish, to wbom referenre has been made, when there is no parish in I reland to 
which you can remove them ?-In making any such proposition regarding settle
ment, I would accompany tbat proposition by another, for authority to remove 
in the most summary manner persons nho were become chargeable upon the 
parish; and also, if practicable, to prevent the entrance of every person from 
Ireland, England, or any foreign country, coming in the character of a beggar or 
a vagrant. 

1 t\ J 1. In the late period of distress in the neighbourhood of Glasgow, may there 
110t have bEen several hundred families resident in that part of the country, now 
receiving relief, whom it might be very desirable to remove, and who have not 
resided seven years :--Yes. 

1812. How could you make that power of removal practically applicable to 
those persons ?-I am 1I0t aware, from the state of the question, where the difficulty 
lies. 1 do not perceive why the managers of the poor may not give directions to 
have such particular families SEllt home by the steam boat, and to send a person 
wilh them; but wherever an Irish person has acquired a settlement, of course he 
must be regarded as oettled in the fullest sense of the word, and it would be illlfJos-
sible wilh justice to make a retrospect. . 

! 8 J 3. If you had in a populous district such as yours, four or five hundred fami
lies that it might be desirable to remove, do you conceive in point of fact you could 
carry such a law into strict effect, by removing these four or five hundred families 
by the force of la IV ?-K 0; but in the course of the year ending this month we ha ve 
removed 1.517 Irish persons from Paisley to Ireland, payiug their passage horne by 
a steam boat. 

181 4. Were they removed in a volulltary manner, or by the compulsion of law? 
-B~ a sort of moral compulsion. Some perhaps had acquired a settlement, and 
certainly many of them had not, but they found they could get no work, and we 
gave them the means of returning. This I believe was done in Glasgow to a still 
greater extent. 

181!j. What had been the period of the residence of those persol1ti r-I presume 
the gre~t majority of them had not acquired a settlement; but I have no means of 
answerl.llg the question more particularly. 

1816. Had vou any securitv against their return ?-N 0, 
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s(curity which must have arisen from their own fear of being immediately sent back 
if they sho(Jid return in a period of scarcity of employment., ' ' , 

I:;:) 7, If those persons callie back, would they not at any t!me revive their claim 
of settlement?-J ,hould su ppose I hat a short aLsence in Ireland would not do that 

away. ',. , 
Ill) 8. Do vou <:oncur with the evidence niven by the precedIng witnesses from 

Scotland, as to' the fact, that a weaver utterly ~ut of p.mployment call,not be sustain,ed 
with his family for less than twenty pounds ?-I should suppose It would reqUire 
twenty pounds to maintain such a family. 

1819, Suppo,ing distres3 to continue ill Renfrew at the same ,rate a~ last year, 
and that no charity is t:'l:tended to that county from other, parls of, the klllgdor,l1, do 
you not consider in point of fact that the same expense IS unaVOIdably occasJ~ned 
within that county as would be occasioned under a, .-y,tClll of Poor laws, provl~ed 
that under ouch Poor laws persons were only relieved to the extent of keeplllg 
them alive, and supposing that the charitable feelin~s of the county of, Renf!'ew 
would induce voluntary ,ubscriptions to the extent of keeping that populatIOn al!v~; 
in putting this qnestion to you, you will have the goodness to understand that It IS 
not lIIcant to imply that the sallle persons would incur the same expense, but 
whether identically the same expense would llot be under theoc terms imposed 
upon the county of Renfrew:-The expense of last year was really so great that 
I do not sce hal\' it is morally possible to levy in any kind of way by compulsory 
mean, 2'2,000l. upon so sn;all a county as llenfrel\'; it wuuld be cvn,idered a 
iJUrthen quite intolerable; and I do not in the least doubt that if the humane supply 
we received from the South had been withheld, the contributions from the county of 
Renfrew itself could not have maintained those people, and that the consequences 
must have been starvation and disease, and probably disturbance. But I may add, 
that the supposition of ,;uch distress being renewed is one ,,·hich will not be regarded 
as probable; there are at present but a small portion of able-bodied artisans 
out of employment; the bulk of persons who remain burdens on the voluntary 
contribution fund managed by the County Committee, was last week about goo 
families, of whom by far the greatest portion consi"ts of persons unfit for emigration. 
I do not believe that anyone of the persons petitioning to go to Canada is among 
the number. 

1820, According to the law of Scotland at present, is settlement gained by ap
prenticeship :-N 0, 

1821. I n reference to your evidence on the present state of distress in Renfrew
shire, are you of opinion that there would be no permanent distress in consequence 
of the pre5ent extent of its population, if the inconvenient influx of the Irish could 
be guarded against :-1 certainly think that if natives of Scotland alone were con
cerned, there would be no surplus population. 

1822, A person engaged in a manufacturing district as an apprentice, after 
residence with that manufacturer for seven years, does not gain a settlement~
If such person be a minor, and resident in family ,,,ith his father, I think he would 
not gain a settlement; but if he had been what in Scotland we call "forisfa
lIliliated," and earni('g his own livelihood, there is nothin<T in the circumstance of 
his being an apprentice which should prevent his craininO' ~a settlement by industrial 
residence for three years. <:> '" 

I 82:> During the time of the apprenticeship, is it in the powel' of any person to 
rem~\'e an appr~l1tice out of the parish ?-Certainly not, 

18~q, Ducs It not then foliaII', that manufacturers in the manufacturincr districts 
I~ave ;he power ~f indefin,itely extending t!le population by means of taking appren
tices ,-UnquestIOnably, If those apprentices come from another district. Work
pcople who are ill pai? or unemployed in one place, will go to another where they 
expect to be better oft; and manufacturers who require additional work-people will 
always c011ln~and them, by raising the wages. 

1825, Is It not the mterest of the manufacturer in times when trade is croincr on 
II ' ' ''' '" we , to mcreasc beyond his number of apprentices, without any view to the 

subsequent, bUl'th,en thel~e ~lay be all the p~rish ?-With reference to master manu
facture,rs at mush~ or at sdk goods, there is no such practice known in Scotland 
as takmg atJpre~tlces as betl\'een employer and weaver, In the silk and muslin 
trade, e<lch web ,IS the subject of a special contract with the weaver, who may have 
as many: apP,rentlces as be finds comenicnt. I ought to explain, that by the term 
apprent,lc~" 111 Scotland, .is usually, and I believe always meant, a beginner in 
some tlaol, under a II'ntten contract, which we call an "Indenture," a term 

applied 
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npplied in S.cotlaTid to no o.ther .instrument. Ana perhaps ~ may with prol~riet.Y 
farther mentIOn, that complaints, 111 the course of my twenty-tour years experience 
of Renfrewshire, have ueen made more than once in tiInes of distress arising from 
low wages, that but for the expense of the indellture stamp duty, the practice of 
binding learners at the ,,'eaving trade for four or tive years would uecome general, 
and would sef\'C as a means of lessening the number of persons entering into the 
trade; the fact being, that many young men verbally agree to serve for a term of 
years, and after a year or two break their engagement (which is not legally 
'binding) and set up for themselves. I thought the proposal deservinf! of con
sideration, as a very sensible remedy. 

1826. As the lal\' stands at present, supposing the redundant manufacturing 
population to be drawn off by emigration, would not the power on the part of 
'masters to take apprentices, make the parish liable to the recurrence of un evil 
which they on their part have no power of prcvcLlting:- The circumstances of 
the question arc very applicable to England, where I helieve apprenticeships are 
supposed to create a settlement; but sllch is not the conditioh of Scotland; and 
in the trade of a weaver of silks or muslins, it is a matter of 110 importance \\'bat
ever under what denomination those employed by him may pass, for journeymen 
or work-people engaged un any terms from a distance will just have the same rights 
and the same effect as if they bad been indented apprentices. It is very clear 
that whenever a period of good trade and high wages occurs, there i, an immediate 
influx of workers, some of them young men· uetaking themselves to that trnde as 
a permanent means of subsi,tence; and when a reverse eome5, some portion of 
that infiux may be thrown upon the parish as persons \1 ho have acquired a legal 
settlement therein; but as already mentioned, if they are able-bodied persons, their 
claims would be resisted as matter of right, and their relief must depcllli on \'olun
tary contribution. 

1827. Do you consider that, supposing Ellligration to be an adequate relief at 
the present moment, any security can be devised against the recurrence of an evil 
produced in the manner above suggested; supposing Emigration to be an 
adequate means of relief by raising wages, and supposiilg a market to c\ist for 
goods at a corresponding advance ?-I think there might be some securities for the 
continuance of this state of things, but whether efficient securitil', I dare 1I0t vellt\l]'e 
to say. 

1828. 'Would you not consider the circumstance of extendin,:! the period from 
three years to seven, as tending materially to remove this objection :-1 cerrainly 
should, joined with a power of summary removal; and perhaps joined also with 
some regulations which might be adopted Ilithout a violation of the principle of 
free intercourse of the natives of the diftercnt parts of the United Kingdom, ,lIch 
as one which has been talked of, refjuiring of the masters of stC'all1~ bU~I~" and 
other vessels navigating between the fell' ports that are on the contiguous coasts 
of Britain and Ireland, to take SOlIlC' parisll certificate or passport from PC')',OIl:; 

applying for passage to Scotland, bearing that they are not ucggar~ or vagrants, 
but persons who hav~ been accustolIl<:d to earn their o\l'n subsistence, _\ny plan, 
~?weve~" to stop .the mfiux of poor Insh people must be attended with a great lllallY 

difficulties; and III the case I have supposed, would probably be attended ",ith 
a great many forged passes and certificates; a remedy applied in Ireland would be 
more effectual than any applied here. ' 

1829. Supposillg that after the 24th of May, a very consideraule number of 
persons were in a state of starvation, do you not conceive that the county would 
be ready to contribute more for the purposes of emigration than merely tor their 
temporary support !--It would depend very much, I thillk, upon the extremity of 
the pressure, whether the county would be disposed to contribute or not; u('ca!!se 
in no ordinary circulllstances do I think that the coullty of Renfrew would choose 
t? establish such a precedent as might eventually b"ar against them at some future 
time: I feel perfectly sure they would not do it at present, the distress bein~ so 
conSIderably abated. . 

1830. Do you not conceive that after the 24th of :\lay there will ue a very great 
mass of population in such a state, that emergency will exist to a great degree for 
some more elfectual relief than merely temporary support ?-I have no doubt 
some distressing cases will occur, but I have great hopes that they will not be to 
a ver¥ great, and certainly not to any alarming extent; and I am afraid, without 
meanmg any disparagement to the inhabitants of Renfrewshire, that nothing ,hort 
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of something alarming, from great numbers being out of work, \1 ill be sufficient to 
produce any renewed general contribution. . . 

1831. You arc really of opinion that there is not any great probabll1t~ of a state 
of distress such as you can call alannin o , taking place at that penod?- No, ,_ 0 

I think not. 
1832. Then, in point of fact, as you are of opinion this distress is le~sening, 

you must admit that the removal of a comparatively small number of families 
would mitigate the distress ?-I think that the removal of a very small number 
just now will produce a greater effect than the removal of a much greater number 
three months ago. .. 

1833. Then in bettering the wages of those tbat remalll, removal ,nil be better 
just now than three months before or after?-Three months ago there were. mul
titudes of able-bodied weavers unemployed, now there are few of that class Without 
some emplovment; but the waITes of all, except the silk weavers, arc low, and their 
means are t~o much exhausted,e by previous distress, to enable them to enCOl1nter 
any farther stagnation of trade that might occur. This being their condition, 
I think that if any tbing is to be done by Emigration, for improving that conditon, it 
would be of importance to them that it should be done at the present rather than 
at a future time; for they have been all counting upon the probability of getting 
thclI1,t:\vc, sent out to Canada at this time; and I believe in many instances they 
have abstained from securing houses for the ensuing year, and lllany of them live io 
the houses of landlords who are not at all averse to get quit of tenants who pay 
them nothing. 

1834. Therefore you are clearly of opinion that prior to the 24th of Mny will 
be the most advantageous period for commencing any experiment of this sort?
I am clearly of opinion tbat prior to the terlll of removal, which is the 15th of May 
old stvie, it would be most advantageous to carry into effect any project of emigra
tion \\llich may be deemed ('"\ pedient. 

1835. Have the goodness to state whetber the relief which you now give to 
the poor in your neighbourbood lIas not very much diminished during tbe last 
\\eck :-0111' total expenditure, since the 22d day of }'ebruary, has been 470 t.; 
and the number of families now on the county committee list i" 930, whereas 
tbe average for tbe previous period was 2,030 families, and the highest number 
at any time since tbe distresses began in Spring 1 b26 was 2,72.:; families. The 
proportion of Irish families has been about one-fourth; but it those \,bo applied 
for a free passage back to Ireland be included, the proportion will exceed one half 
of the "bole number upon the county fund. I am informed by a gentleman in 
Glasgow, conversant in such matters, that the proportion of Irish applicants in tbat 
city was considerably grcater; but the distress in Glagow was by no means so 
s~vercly felt as in Paisley, where the great bulk of the population consists of opera
tive manufacturers, and "here the number of capitalists and the wealth is inferior in 
a very great degree. 

I ~36. If an Irishman had resided tbree years continuously in Glasgow and 
obtamed a settlement, and then went to Ireland for five years and came back 
ag.ain, would his settlement at once revive?-That is a doubtful point, as I con
cel\c. 

1 S,l7· S~PI~Ofing a Scotchman absents himself from Scotland at any time, his 
~ettlell!ent I? m the last place where he has continuously resided for three years, is 
It not :-It IS. 

lS3 8. \,"ould not tbat apply to allY otber person who "ained a settlement in the 
samc man,ner as, a Scotchl~an did ?-Certainly. 0 

~ 8311. ~heretore an. Inshm~n having gained a settlement, and absenting him
sel! fOl: a tHIlC,. cal~ a~am regain a settlement:-If an Irishman resides fully three 
yeab m a pansh m Scotland, and then goes a\\'ay to Ireland, and remains absent 
for a year or t~·o, and t~,e'1 he c?mes back again and takes up his residence in 
anot.ber p,art of. Scotland. for a penod less of three years, he \\ill have acquired 
no 11"lll .trom ?IS last reSidence. But as a matter of opinion, I should say that he 
had a fight, III case of poverty, and in case of having gained no intermediate 
settlemPllt elsewhere, to recur upon the place of settlement which he had gained in 
Scotland. 

1840: Can the parish remove those persons who will be turned out of their 
hous~s III the month of May, if they are destitute of a place to go to?-They 
certamly cannot. . 

184 J. Do you conceive that the case of Pollock v. Darling decides more tban tbis: 
tlJat 
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that if the Kirk session and heritors, a body legally entitled to make a poor's rate, 
do make a rate for the support of able-bodied persons, their authority will be sup
ported by the supreme court a!!;ainst persons refusing to pay;-I have already 
stated as well as I could, that so far as I have heard, the decision referred to has not 
been regarded as a precedent of much authority; it is a single decision, and does 
not set the question at rest. 

1842. Supposing it a precedent entitled to full authority, does it decide more 
than that if a voluntary rate is made by the Kirk session and heritors, that rate 
will be supl'orted by the supreme court ?-Certainly there is no decision on any 
further point, but tbere is a further principle assumed, because if a man has no 
right to make an asse~sment, he has no right to make anotber pay it. 

1843. Do you conceive there is any legal authority for the claim made as of 
right by able-bodied persons ?-I regard the claim of an able· bodied person as an 
undecided case. I believe it is difterent in England, but in Scotland a single 
decision of the supreme Scottisb court is not as a matter of course held to settle 
the law in a manner that may not be altered by another decision, given perhaps in 
a case more favourably circumstanced for trying an abstract point of law. 

1844. Tbe case of tbe Abbey parish does not decide more than that the sheriff 
has no power to review the decisions of the Kirk session and heritors as to relief?
It certainly decides no more. 

1845. Therefore the sheriff's decision has no more weight than as his individual 
opinion ?-It has no more. 

l846. As Scotchmen get no settlement in Ireland, would it not be equitable to 
withhold it from Irish settlers in Scotland, to prevent the Scotch settlement giving 
undue encouragement to the influx of Irishmen into Scotland ?-Certainly, that 
would be equitable. 

] 847. You said that you moved a large number of people from Pai"ley to 
Ireland; do you believe that if those persons had been in a country parish where 
there was no police and no power, those persons could have been induced to leave 
that parish if it lJad not been their own wish and choice ?-They could only be 
removed by tbeir own wish and choice, but this was exactly what was done in 
Paisley. The Irish feel that their residence and their claims are regarded with 
great jealousy, and they are probably either ignorant of the decision in the case of 
Higgins in the year 1824, 01' doubtful if it would be of avail to them; and such was 
the want of employment, tilat a free passage to Ireland, where they might be better, 
Was their own choice. I apprehend that any parish who chose to say, You Illay 
go back to your own country or stay here without relief; might find the same effects 
to follow . 

. 1848. In the event of a colton mill failing, and any large numlJer of persons 
belllg suddenly thrown out of employment, tllCY could not be removed by a person 
paying the rate ?-If they have been resident for three years, there is no pOll er to 
remove them. 

] 849. Although tbis question may, in substance, bave been put to you before, 
the Committee are anxiuus to put it again in a more specific manner; supposing 
!hat the present redundant paupers of Renfrew could be removed from that coullty 
l1J consequence of every other county adjoining being utterly unable to give thclIl 
e!llployment, and supposing that all assistance frum charity \\,<1" limited to the 
c~JUnty of Renfrew itself, Ilould there, in your opinion, be any difference in the 
situatIOn of the county of Henfrew now, aBd tbe situ'ltion of the cOlmty of Rcnfrew 
~nder. tbe system of Poor laws, provided tllat charity on the one hand indllccs the 
mhabltants of the county not to allow any to perish for want of food entirely, 
m~intaining . them at the lowest possible quantity of food that can keep iJuman 
eXlst~llce alive, and 0;) the other, supposing that under a compulsory poor· rate 
subSIstence was limited by prcciseiy the sallle tel illS, namely, just CliO ugh to keep 
a person alive; do you consider, undcr the terms of this p: opvsition, that there 
would be any difference in the situation of the county of Itcnfrew under those cir
cU!ll~tances, though in the one instance the expense \\ ould fall upon the charitable, 
and Il1 the other would fall upon the proprietors landed and personal property?
In so ~xtrellle a case as tllat sIJPposed, where the cOl1Oeqllcnc(s must be starvation 
and dlsea~e, and probably disturban('e, the d;lnger (,OIllCS home to every man's 
door, and extraneous aid being excluded, self-preservation would doubtless super
sede all other considerations, and induce the inhabitants at large to contribute to 
avert or alleviate such evils; and the only ditt'erence which I conceive between 
the two cases of voluntary charity, and compulsory, will be ili favour of the latter 
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mode, because it would operate more equally, whereas the ot~ler would tall. ~oo 
exclusivel, on the humane. But I have already stated that a dlfferenc~ of opinIOn 
exists respecting Emigration, and that many will be disposed. to o,bJect to that 
rellledv, not only because they may douut the permanen(;y of Its ef!e.ct~, u~t be
cause they regard the evil as a national one, intimately ~onnected as It. IS wIth the 
over-peopled ,t~te of Ireland; and wh,a! ,pas.sed at certam county meetmg~ several 
months ago, gave sufficiently strong IIldlcatlOns th~t many lan?holders." ~ll con
sider it hard to pay a local tax to remuy such an eVIl, and especIally a: It lIl\'olves 
a dangerous precedent. I have, however, had no re~ent opp~rtulllty of aseer
taininO' the sentiments of the landholders on that part ot the subject, not even of 
those "'who are members of this Committee, preparatory to my examination; and in 
what relates to opinion merely upon the political part of a subject so important 
(upon which, owin.i.( to peculiar circ.ulllstances, I fOUl~d myself unable to deJ'lve that 
benefit which would have been ucslrable from the vIews of others, suusequellt to 
receivinIY the unexpected order to attend this Committee) I would express my wish 
that the"'Collllllittee would rather look to the facts which I have stated, than to any 
immature or speculative opinions which, \lith much diffidence, I may have /-!iveu in 
answer to the questions put to me by the Committee. 

Martis, 27° die Martii, 1827. 

[Sir Henry Partlell, Rart. a Jlcmbcl' v/ the Committee, made the j'ollo'U'il1g 
Statement .. J 

STATEMENT delivered in by Sir Hellry Pamell, on the 
Population of Ireland. 

THE ncw Abridgeme:lt of " Philosophical Transactions" contains a paper, 
written by Captain South, who made an enumeration of the pc~ple of Ireland, in 
the year I tJ95. Dy this it appears, that the population of Ireland amounted in that 
year to 1,034,102". Captain South had the means of acquiring correct infor
mation on the suuject, in consequence of his bein!; at that time a Commissioner 
of the. Re\'enul' in Ireland, and of his having to carry into execution an Act for 
colleetlllg a Poll Tax. 

In 1792, Dr. BeaufOl't computed the population of Ireland to amount to 
4,088,226. This calculation was made upon the number of houses containcd in the 
returns of the Hearth ~Ioney collectors. He allowed six persons to a house. 

According to the census made in the year 1821, the nuruber of people in 
Ireland at that time, was 6,SOI,SZ7. In several instances in which actual enu
merations have ,ince been made, it has appeared that the numbers contained in 
the census \\'ere less than they ought to have been. If Dr. Beaufort's calcula!ion 
had been made at the rate of five persons to a hom·e, the Bumber of people in 
Ireland in 1792 would have been 3,4oG,8G:;; and therefore, as there appear to ue 
good reasons for supposing that Dr.Bcuufort's estimate was too high, and the 
census of 1821 too low, it may not be far from correct to come to the conclusion, 
that in the thirty year . ., prec(;(ling 1821, the population of Ireland was doubled, 

Thc ,Population of Ireland in IS::! 1 being known, and also the rate at which 
it h<lcl IIlcrea'icd up to that time, it is not difficult to decide, with tolerable accu
racy, what the amount of it is at tbe present time. The i'llmediate cause of 
the increase of population, io the excess of the births above the deaths' and the 
ratc of increase, or ~he period of doubling, depends upon the propordon which 
the ('xces~ .of tb~ butbs. ahovc the deaths bear to the whole population. The 
excl:O; of blrtl:; IS occasl.oncd by and in proportion to threc causes; I st, The 
prohficncs., ot the ma.rnages; 2d, Tile proportion of tbe uom which lil'es to 
marry; 3d, The earlmess of these marria<1es compared \\ ith the expectation 
of life. I:> , 

[; nl~ss . it can be. shown that some cbeck.- have al i.'l'n to the fJrogre:;, of 
populatIOn III Ireland. slllce I S:.! I, that did not exi,t there before, it is reasonable 
to co~c1u~e that the IIlcrease ?f population has ueen going on at least at the ~ate 
at "hlch It had i!0ne on before 1821, that is, at tbe rate of doubling in tlmt:' 
\'car~. 

: Accor~ing to the Tables of Population, it apjl~alS that when tbe rate of 
lIl.cr('a~c IS that of doubling in thirty years, the per-ccnta<1e increase for ten year. 
wIll be 25 and 5-tenths, or 30o,00u per million *; this ~ ill make the increased 

population 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM: 18:n. 201 

population in ten years, from 1821 to 1831, 2, I 00,000, without adding the increase 
on each year's increase. So that the total population will, probably at least, amount 
in four years ronore, that is in 183.1, to. above nine millions. . 

The great mcrease of populatIOn III Ireland has so much outrun the lllcrease 
in the funds for employing it, as to occasion the almost universal prevalence of 
the most squalid and abject poverty, and to justify an opinion, that a check to the 
further progress of population has begun to have operation by emigrations to 
Great Britain, and by increased mortality, arising frolll the inability of the people 
to obtain such supplies of the coarsest and cheapest food as are necessary to support 
their ex istence. 

Although it may be difficult to obtain positive proof by evidence, of any or 
the foregoing conclusions, a great deal of light lIll-ly be thrown upon the subject, 
by (ailing intelligent witnesses before the COlllmittee, to state principles and 
facts connected with the causes of the prodigious increase of population in 
Ireland-the checks that may have arisen to it, and the actual condition of the 
people, as to their means of subsistence, and as to the extent of disease and 
mortality. 

If it should appear that certain statements, which have lately been published. are 
true, namely, of numbers of people dying daily from the impossibility of obtaining 
subsistence, the excess of population must be so great, as to make it hopeless to 
establish security and tranquillity in Ireland, or to prevent England and Scotland 
from being overrun by Irish labourers hy any ordinary mealls. 

Under such circumstances, a case will be established, to show the necessity of the 
interference of the Legislature: The grounds ,,,ill be laid to justify and call for the 
carrying on of Emigration from Ireland, on a large scale, at the public expense; 
and also for such measures as will make sure of preventing the vacalJcies occasioned 
by it, from being filled up. 

[A. C. Buchanan, Esq. being again called ill, delivered ill the [ollozcill[f Paper; 
Gnd the ,\'aI11C was read:] 

SPECIFICATION of RATIO:\S of P1WVISIO:\S, and other matters, to be 

furnished Emigrants; with the Prices at which they will be cbarged, and on 

repayment again credited, giving option to Emigrants to give the Cash. 

FULL RATIOI'IS: 

I ! lb. of Flour 
t - - Pork 

2 oz. of l\lolasses or Sugar 

These are the prices at the 

Settlement. 

5 td. per day. 

For man, wife, and 3 children, three rations, at 15t d. 
per day, for 45 0 days, are - £. ~9 10 7 

Deduct, cow's milk I 10 7 

Probable Prices of Provisions 
at Montreal: 

.Flour - $6 £. 1 

Beef - $9 2 
Pork - - 12 to 16 2 

5 
7 

19 

6 per barrel 
:3 
6 

Indian Meal - 3 f 
W. I. Sugar 

14 10 

2 15 - per cwt. 

£.28 

Not knowing the exact situations 
in which locations may be made, 
the cost of transport cannot be now 
reckoned on; but I presume the 
prices charged for the daily rations 
will cover it. 

N. B. Under the head of Flour, I include such other farinaceous food as 
might be thought advisable to substitute occasionally; and during the winter 
months, the allowance of meat mi<rht be changed for fresh Beef, whieh would 
be a small saving, as it would be had for about II d. per lb. 

I would only recommend cows to families havillg children, or one cow between 
two men and their wives. 
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U oder any circumstances the disbursement should not exceed the sum stared· in 
the estimate; and such deductions as could possibly be effected, should b.e m~de· bY' 
the Superintendent \\ ith the concurrence of the seuler. Under the head of InCIdents,. 
io included medical assistance. 

It will be indispensable to have a large continge?t fund to set o.fl' against numerous: 
accidents, "hich must, from the nature of the bUSIness, be unavOIdable. 

Lieut. Thomas Charles Irhite, again called in; and Examined. 

) 850. THE Committee understand you wish to correct some part of your 
evidence ?-Yes. 

) ~51. You allude to your answer to Question 459 ?-)\f Y answer to that que~tion 
is merely an assent to a general proposition, it ought not therefore to be considered 
as havincr any application to the actual state of the Cape. There are also some other 
alteratio~s which I wish to make in explanation of my answer to question 1460: 
I beg to observe, that being quite sure that it was not my intention to state, "that 
the tendency of the supply of produce was to become redundant" under exi~ting 
circtllnstonces, I conceived the question to involve a supposititious case only like 
the one that preceded it, and the first part of my answer was given under that 
impression; the latter part of the answer applies to the real state of the colony 
with respect to labour, and from that J conceive it would appear to the Committee, 
that the supply of produce had not the least tendency at present to become 
reduudant. 

With respect to the resources and capabilities of the colony, and to the advantages 
which it derives from its geographical position for the supply of other countries with 
its productions, I beg to state that I perfectly concur with the Witnesses who have 
described them; but a residence in the colony of four years had taught me, that' 
those natural advantages are not sufficient of themselves to insure success to the 
Erpigrant who may venture his property in a farming speculation there, aud I did 
not therefore feel myself at liberty to make any representation to the Committee 
which had no better foundation than mere general principles, or the assumption of 
a total change in the system of administration. 

That a limited uumber of labourers would be gladly received by the colonists, 
I have not the lcast doubt; nor have I any hesitation in saying; that the success of 
a portion of the pauper population of this country, if established there as small 
proprietors, would be equally certain, to the extent at least of an abundant supply 
of the necessaries of life; and beyond this I did not feel that I should be justified in 
going in my evidence before the Committee. 

If consistent w~th the forms and practice of the ~ommitt.ee, I respectfully request 
that thiS ~xplanatlOn. may ~e appe?ded to f!lY. eVidence! I~ order to obviate any 
further mIsapprehenSIon of Its precIse and hmlted applicatIOn. The circumstance 
of my . being called upon to give evidence quit~ un.expectedly will, I trust, form 
a suffiCIent apology for the twuble I now occasIon In endeavouring to. correct its 
deficiencies. 

Mr. George Thompson, called in; and Examined. 

185 2 • HAVE you had an apportunity of reading the evidence given by former 
Witnesses tn this Committee, relative to Emigration to the Capc of Good Hope?
I have hastily gone through them. 
" 1 853. You are the auth~r of a publicat~on that has lately appeared, entitled, 

Travels ?nd Adventures III Southe.r~ Afrlc~, by George Thompson; Esq. eight 
y~ars 'l resld~nt at the Cape; com~nsmg a vIew of the present state of the Cape, 
WIth obscrvatlOns on thc prospects otthe British Emigrants"?-Yes. 

1854· Do y~)U ge?erally concur in opiniolr with the witnesses as· to the ·point, of 
thesetllers. belOg dIsposed to pay back at the rate of 3/. per annum the expense 
of the. EmIgrants who lDay be Introduced there as labourers to a certain extent?
Yes, I do, generally. 

1855· Do you ~cel any doubt there will be any practical difficulty in making that 
arrangemellt, prOVided that the number of labourers does not exceed the real demand 
for labour at the Cape?~ I have no doubt of it. 

1856. Is there much ungranted land in the country which in your opinion, i~' 
favourable for cu:tivation by European labourers?-Yes, there'is. 
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1857. Have you any intention of returning to the Cape at an early period?
I have. 

1858. Are you of opinion, ill case of a supply of labourers proportioned to the 
wants of the colonies being sent to the Cape, that a great number of European 
labourers would be ultimately employed in the colony ?-I have no doubt of it. 

1859. You are acquainted with the detail of the arrangement, viz. that the emi
grant should receive 1 s. a day and be fed, and that he should entel' into a bond with 
the settler, and that the settler binds himself to pay 3t. a year, which is one-fourth 
more than what he pays the labourer, to the Government, as an annual instalment 
for the repayment of the money advanced ?- Yes. 

1860. Are you of opinion that it would be more expedient that all those emi
grants, when they land in the country, should be bound to the Government and let 
out to the colonists upon those terms, rather than that the colonist should put him
self in relation with the emigrant ?-1 think it would be very desirable to be bound 
out by the Government; they would conceive they would be better supported, and 
the master would have more dependence upon the contract. 

1861. Have you ever known any instance of an arrangement of this sort having 
succeeded ?-I am not aw'are of any at this moment. 

1862. Are you of opinion that the present exports of the Cape of Good Hope may 
be most materially increased under circumstances of labour being rendered cheaper 
by the introduction of emigrants ?-l am. 

· 1863. Will you shortly explain to the Committee to what product you refer, and 
, to what markets, as absorbing those products?-The present articles of produce 
· are, wines, ostrich feathers, hides, ivory, tallow, skins, gum and aloes; and salted 
· provisions; the articles of cotton and silk might he introduced, if labour was more 
reasonable; and corn might be exported, although that has nol taken place for some 
time. 

1864. You have stated in your publication, p, 412, that the wool of European 
sheep appears to have degenerated; have you any subsequent information as to the 

· result of later experiments to improve the quality of the wool at the Cape of Good 
Hope, or are all the districts equally unfavourable ?-I have no doubt it will succeed 
in the district of Graaffreinet, and in Albany also. 

1865. Have you had an opportunity of forming any decided opinion as to the 
cultivation of silk ?-J have had some communication with the British and Irish 
Colonial Silk Company, and I am in hopes they will establish a party immediately, 
to proceed there. 

1866. Can you inform the Committee as to the prospect of any extensive market 
'opening ,for wheat to the Brazils, Mauritius, or any other country ?-The Mauritius, 
Saint Helena, Brazils, and even Cape Town for Albany produce; tbis country also 
presents a market for corn. 

1867. Are you of opinion that in any part of the interior of the Cape district, 
cotton could be cultivated with advantage?-I have no doubt it might be, with great 
success. 

1868. By Europeans ?-Yes. 
1869. Has your attention been particularly turned to the detail of all those 

articles ?-Not those latterly mentioned; but I know the quarter where the cotton 
has been tried, and has succeeded to their expectations, only the labour is too expen
sive for the cultivation of it. 

1870. You have stated, that in your opinion the cultivation of wool might be 
made a very profitable cultivation at the Cape, under due management ?-No doubt 
ofit. 

l871. What number of pauper emigrants, as labourers, do you think the Cape 
could absorb, without the danger of overstocking it ?-I should think five or six hun
dred, might.be sent the first year, judging from the readiness with which Mr. Ingram 
got fld of Ins people, when they arrived in the colony. 
,1872. When you say five or six hundred, what proportion of women and 
children do you calculate ?-A third or a fourth of women and children, or a 
half. 

1873. You are acquainted with the general result of the Emigration of 18~0?
Yes • 
. ~874. Although it may not have answered some oCthe capitalists who embarked 
10 It., do you consider it has answered to the poor population, that belong ,to it ?
Entirely so, beyond all expectalion; I hold in my hand documents that will shOlv 
that. 
· ,55\). C c 2 1875. Have 
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1875. Have you in your hand the documents, showing in detail the success of 
the different pauper settlers at that period ;-1 have. 

1876. I s that in Albany?-Yes. 
18n. The Committee see one person there stated to possess 200 head of cattle; 

have you the means of knowing whether that person carne out as a pauper?
I believe without IIny means whatever, as many others, cluth-weavers, taIlors, shoe
makers, and others, are in possession of from a small number up to 4 0 0 head of 
cattle at this moment. 

) 8 i8. Have any of the settlers grown wheat with success r-No, the rust having 
attacked the crop~ for the first two or three years, it has not been so much at
tended to. 

1879' Have they grown wheat since with more success ?-I have not ascertained 
in the last two years, whether they have or nut. 

1880. Have you had an opportunity of examining the details given in of the 
expense at which it would be necessary to locate the paupers at the Cape ?-I have 
observed it, and I think it is very near correct. 

1881. Have you any doubt whatever tbat if a pauper were located at the Cape, 
in the manner stated by preceding witnesses, that at the end of seven years he would 
be able to pay, without the slightest difficulty, at the rate of 3/· per annum as 
interest upon the money advanced to him ?-With the greatest ease, I have no 
doubt. 

1882. State your ground for that opinion ~-I refer generally to those docu
ments, and they will show that some of the paupers sent from Nottingham are 
doing well, and in possession of considerable property; I allude to them particu
larly, because they were paupers. The paper I have in my hand will illustrate my 
meaning. 

[The IVitness delivered in the following Paper:) 

Instances of individual success of the Emigrants of 1820, going out without 
capital, some as paupers. 

Trade. 

A. B. glass-cutter 
C. D. umbrella-maker 

F. G. c1othworker 

H. K. weaver 

L. M. dO 

Now in possession of 

95 head of cattle. 
70 dO 

2 horses, 
150 sheep and goats. 
IOU bead of cattle. 

1 horse, 1 waggon, and 1 plough. 
21 head of cattle, 
25 sheep and goats. 
38 head of cattle, 

1 waggon, 1 plough. 

188;~. Did not somp. of the people froll1 Nottingham return?-Yes, five of them; 
but whIle they were there they earned so much as to pay their passa!1e horne. 

1884. W as n~t there very gre~t distress for a considerable period among those 
persons sent out In the year 1820 ~-I have no doubt there was considerable distress. 

) 88.'). For two years or more ?-More perhaps. 
18~6. Tho.se paupers you allude to, did not give a good account of the settle

ment r--:t-; 0, It was on account of the rust, but that has disappeared and they were 
not at all acquainted with the loc~l~t~es of the country, ' 

1887. You spoke o~ the capabIlItIes ~f the co~ony to produce cotton; you limit 
that to some part only ~-It has been tfled only In the Cape district· how it will 
succeed on the frontiers, or in Albany, I do not know. ' 

1888. Has it been tried upon a large scale ?-No, only in a garden or so. 
1889. The ~astern coast is the finest part ?- Yes. 
189°' Has It ever. been attempted to cultivate tobacco?-Yes; but it is not 

allowed to c?me to thiS country, or we could supply nearly half th\! country. 
18'll. Is It grown to a?y. extent ? ~ Yes, ior colonial consumption. 
18.9~· "hen you say It IS prohIbIted, you mean the duty is too high? - Ko, it is 

prohIbited. 
1893. Do you export any tobacco ?-No, I do not think we do. 
1894. For how many years has it been cultivated at the Cape ?-Auove 100 

years or more among the Dutch; every farmer cultivates for his own consumption, 
throughout the colony. 
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1895. Is there any ex peftation of dried fruit from the Cape?-Yes. 
1896. To any extent?-There is a considerable supply sent to St. Helena and 

New South Wales; and also the ships from India, touching for supplies, carry off 
considerable quantities. 

1897. That dried fruit is very good of its kind ?-Yes. 
1898. When did you leave the Cape?-Twelve months ago. 
1899. What was the price of wheat per quarter, in British money, at that time? 

-About 68. Of 7J. the Winchester bushel; it got up almost immediately after to 
108. or 128. 

1900. And yet you anticipate an export of wheat to this country ?-In due time, 
when labour is more reasonable. 

190!. Does not the dearness of wheat arise from the dearness of labour?
Principally it does; but it is also owing to the restrictions upon the corn, not 
allowing it to be exported when there is the least idea of a short crop, and there is 
no stimulus to the farmer to cultivate it. 

190J. Have you ever engaged any persons to go from this country ?--No, I am 
a merchant in Cape Town. 

1903. In the case of indented lahourers, do you apprehend there would be any 
difficulty in enforcing the indentures ?-I think not. 

1904. Do you thillk the colonists would like to take the responsibility of enforcing 
the indenture upon themselves ?-I am not able to answer that question; I think 
better evidence has been given upon that subject. 

Ig05. What is your impression ?-I think they would. 
1 406. You think no discontent would be created in the mind of the indented 

emigrant, by the difference between his wages and the wages of the free colonist?
That is to be considered j the terms are in favour of the master. 

1907. You think the master would ·have it amply in his power to enforce the 
indenture ?-Yes. 

Ig08. Do you know the terms upon which indented labourers have been hitherto 
enp;aged ?-Mr. Ingram's men went out, and they had to refund, the males 221. and 
the fenlales, 1 believe, 1St. and the children 11 t. 

1909. YOll have stated, that persons going upon those terms have become in
dependent ?-Many of Mr. Moody's men, who were taken out at a previous time, 
have become in very good circumstances. 

1910. Do you conceive that the same good fortune would attend persons who 
went out under the lower rate of engagement nolV proposed?-I have no doubt 
of it. 

I gIl. Their gains in the first year would not be the same, would they ?-N 0, of 
course not. 

1912. In the paper you have given in, as proving the success of the pauper 
emigrants, the Committee observe that almost all those per~ons stated to be suc
cessful are follo\\ ing particular trades ?-Some of them are; but there are other 
documents, which I have given in. 

1913. Have you any idea of the number of white inhabitants in the colony of the 
Cape of Good Hope ?-About 70,000. 

1914. The blacks ?-Hottentots, free blacks and slaves, near 50,000. 

l\Ir. Richard IVebbel' Eaton, called in; and Examined. 

1915. WILL you be good enough to explain to the Committee your conuexion 
at the Cape of Good Hope?- I resided there as a merchant seven years and 
a half. 

1916. When did you leave it ?-In April last. 
1917. Have you had an opportunity of reading the evidence given before this 

Committee ?-Yes. 
191 S. AlJ(1 have heard the evidence of to-day ?-Yes, pretty generally; an~ I 

concur in the evidence I have read, so far as I am able to judge of it; but havm~ 
chiefly resided in Cape Town, and been engaged in commercial pursuits, 1 possess 
but limited information as to the circumstances of location, never having visited the 
settlement. 

.1919. Are you able to form a decided opinion as to the disposition that wQuld 
eXIst on the part of the colonists of the Cape, to consent to repay the expense of 
the passage of the labourer there, by paying so much per annum ?-I appreh~nq 
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they are not the parties who could object; the settler him~elf sent out would be the 
only party to make an objection to it, it would be immaterial to the master. _ 

i 920. Are you of opinion that the colonists at the Cape, upon the terms ?f 
having an emigrant settler bound to him for five years for 91. a year, would he, In 
consideration of receivinG" such a settler, consent to pay 3/. a year to the local 
authorities of the Cape fo~ the re-payment of the expense incurred by that emigrant? 
-I should think he would very readily concur, so long as the two sums together 
would only amount to a reasonable rate of wages. 

1921. When you say, provided the two sums together.do not amo~nt to above 
a reasonable rate of wages. do you c.ontemplate p.lacl~g ~he eml.grant, after 
deducting that repayment, in a state in whlcQ he can mamtam hImself WIth comfort? 
-Of course. 

1922. Do you consider that 9/. a year i~ a/air remuneration. for labour at the 
Cape, with subsistence?- I should presume It IS, although I beheve at the same 
time it is considerably below the present rate of wages. 

"923. Have you any means of knowing, of your own knowledge, that 91 .. a year, 
with food, will provide the labouring servant with not only the necessanes, but 
comforts of life?-I should think it amply sufficient in the country districts, pro
vided that he is subsisted; I should think it sufficient to find him with clothing and 
other little comforts that might be necessary. 

1924. Would he be able out of that sum to save as much money at the expiration 
of his term of indenture, as would enable him to become a small farmer or occupier? 
-No, he would not be able to save any thing out of that. 

1925. At the expiration of the term of his indenture he would be pennyless?
Yes, unless he happened to be very prudent; I apprehend the wages are unusually 
low in comparison with the rate of wages in the colony. 

1926. You have stated that you were a merchant in Cape Town?-Yes. 
192 7. You do not intend to apply the rate of wages, of 91. a year, to the inha

bitants of Cape Town, but to the inhabitants of the newly settled districts?-Yes; 
but I have understood that the rate of wages in the new settlement are much higher 
than in Cape To"n. , 

1928. What do you understand that to be ?-Four or five shillings a day; but 
I ought to state that I am very imperfectly informed upon those subjects; I have 
never visited the frontier, and it is only from casual conversations upon the subject I 
am able to form any judgment whatever, and I should be very diffident in expressing 
an opinion. . 

192 9. Is there any demand for manual labour beyond what can be supplied 
at Cape Town ?-Yes, I think there is. 

1930 . What is the ordinary rate of wages to a household servant in Cape Town-, 
of the lower class ?-Thirty or forty shillings a month. 

1931. That includes subsistence?-Yes. 
1932 • Do you think there would be any readiness on the part ofthe inhabitants 

of Cape Town to take a number of persons of that description, and paying a certain 
sum per annum in the shape of repaying their expenses ?-I question if the inhabitants 
of Cape Town would be willing to take indentured household servants. 

1933. Fro~ the general impr~ssion you receive at the Cape, as well as your 
?wn observation, are you of opinIOn the !esources of the Cape would be materially 
IDcreased under the cIrcumstance of the mtroduction of labour proportioned to the 
demand ?-I think so. 

1934· Do you knolV of any circumstance that would be likely to be of equal 
adval1tag~ to the Cape ?-No, I kn~w of no other; when I say it seeIm to me to 
be so d~Slfable. 1 feel s0!lle doubt In my own mind on the subject of indenturing 
the ~mlgrants. for a penod. of five or seven years; it has appeared to me that 
conSIderable ~Isputes and dIscontent have existed in those cases where emigrants 
h~ve ?een s? mdentured; and I think that the indentured servants might perhaps be 
dIssatIsfied If they found they were bound for a period of five or seven years at a 
rat~ of wages much below that which they could obtain were they at liberty to carry 
theIr labour elsewhere. 

1935· But you are aware, by the terms of the proposition, that they would not 
be removed from their own country unless they consented to such arrangement? 
-Yes. 

19~6. And ~o you not conc~ive that when that was made a ground for. them to 
g~t .rt~ of their present suffenngs and distresses, that their Objection would be. 
dlmlDlshed to such an arrangement?-Y es; but if they felt th~ could. earn more 

wages 



ON EMIGRAtION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM: 1827. ~o1 

wages if they were not indentured, t?ey would rather undertake to repay the 3/. 
themselves to Government, and be at hberty, than to find employment wherever they 
could. 

1937. In puint of fact you would concur with Mr. Thompson in opinion, that 
to consi<rn them as it were to the Government, and to leave a discretion as to the 
manner bof disposing of them there, securing in one way or the other the payment 
of the money, would be the wisest course ?-I should have an objection to consign 
them to the Government, and allow the Government to apprentice them to the' 
colonists; there has been a good deal of dissatisfaction as to the disposal of Prize 
Apprentices under those circumstances, and it might afford opportunities that 
would tend to create much dissatisfaction if the Government had the disposal of 
them. 

1938. Do you not think some principle might be established, such as drawing 
lots, or some other, so as to make it impossible that any principle of favouritism 
could be applied ?-Yes, I think it possible some such plan might exist, but there 
would be no party between the Government and the settler in those cases; I think 
the settler in all probability would be dissatisfied if he were at the disposal of others 
for a long period; if the period were short. it would be of little consequence; if he 
was apprenticed for twelve months, to fiad a provision for him at his arrival at the 
colony, and at the end of twelve months, if he was at liberty to seek employment 
where he could find it, only compelling his master at all times to reserve so much of 
his wages as should amount to 3/. per annum, I think he "ould perhaps be placed 
under more favourable circumstances, and certainly feel his freedom and indepen
dence; for a man, after he has passed through a certain period of life, will not be 
satisfied at being apprenticed for so long a period as five years; those are the 
impressions that have occurred to me. 

1939. Do you not think if a settler wus to go into the interior, at the end of the 
first year there would be a great difficulty in marking his course and obtaining the 
money?-I think through the local authorities he could always be traced; a man is 
\lot easily lost at the Cape. 

1940. Would it 1I0t be a difficult thing from a remote part of the country, to 
obtain those 3/. from the master ?-No, I think not, through the local authorities; 
they are intimately acquainted with the particular individuals who compose the 
inhabitants of their respective districts. 

1941. Can you state the price of day labour in Cape Town itself?-It varies very 
much, according to the nature of the employment; mechanics get higher wages 
than day labourers; but I believe the wages fluctuate from perhaps about fifteen or 
sixteen pence per day to double that sum. 

1942. Is that sufficient for the comfortable subsistence of a labourer ?-Yes, I 
think quite so; the provisions are compal'atively very cheap in the colony, although 
they are dearer in Cape Town. European labourers generally get much higher 
wages than the colonial labourers, if their conduct is good. 

1943. They work harder ?-They are considered to be better workmen and more 
attentive to their work, and do not require so much looking after. I believe the 
following Scale a tolerably correct statement of the price of labour'lll Cape Town: 

Coolies, for job work 
Men employed in wine stores 
Masons - - -
Gardeners 
Domestic male servants 

Do _ female dO 

R. dO. 
2 p'diem. 

20 a' 30 p' month. 
average 1 f p' diem. , 

about 15 p' month, and subsistence. 
15 a' 30 
10 a' 20 

, Prize apprentices, wbose apprenticeships have expired, obtain from 5 a' 10 R.d' per 
month, with subsistence and clothing. 

,But the money price of native labour in the colony, compared with that of 
,European labour in this country, is not a just comparison; a workman or labourer 
11\ England, from his superior skill and greater activity, produces, I apprehend, at 
the least double the work of a colonial workman or labourer in the same portiull 
of time. ' 

, There is also a great distinction amolJgst the slaves and prize apprentices, with 
respect to their qualifications for work and domestic service, which produces a.' 
corresponding distinction in the rate of wages. 
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The Malays are a much more active and efficient class of servants in eve~y
capacity than the Negroes; but as I bave just stated, the European, as 7J.'efi~d him 
in this country, is superior to the Malay, alth,ough he gel!erally ret~ogrades In the 
colony, from the prevalence of moral depraVity, the habit ,he acqu~res of assu,~ed 
superiority over the coloured population, an? the temptatIOns ,to Idleness, ,arlsmg 
frol\1 the warmth of the climate and the mdolence and IIldllference winch he 
observes to prevail amongst the working c1asse~ of the col,ony; notwithstanding 
wbich, I believe the wages of Europeans to be III general hIgher than that of the 
natives, 

194L~. In the case you have ju~t no\~ submitted t? t,he Committee, how.wou.ld 
you provide in the event ot a famIly gomg out, conslstmg of a man and. hIS wIfe 
and three children; suppose a man became a servant upon the terms Just now 
proposed, how would his wife and chi,ldren be provided fo: in t~le meant~ll?e?
If he is indentured for twehe months, ICI order to make an Immediate provIsIOn to 
meet his arril'al in the colony, his family should be attached to him, that those who 
take him should take hiS family; otherwise I do not see how they are to be 
provided for. 

1945. Do you think the colonists will object to tak~ a man under those circum
stances, or would they have any lise for the womallt-In some cases they would 
be glad of females j I suppose the parties wvuld have made their engagement before 
they went, so that they would go out pre-engaged. 

1946. You think that the sort of emigration you propose, would be much more 
suitable to single men than to families?-Yes, I should think so; but I have under
stuod there. is a considerable want of female servants in the Albany di~trict. 

With regard to the printed Evidence, I think the evidence of Lieutenant White, 
relative to the price of wheat, is erroneous; the price of wheat at Cape TOWI1, in 
1819, is stated to be 38. a busbel; I believe the price of wheat at Cape Town, at 
that period, was not less than 7S. 6d, or tis. a bushel, the average price lI'as 160 rix 
dollars per load, which is 16 dollars a muid; a dollar is 18 pence, and there are 
three bushels to the muid; I think it must have been an error in transcribing the 
evidence. I observe that a question was asked :\Ir. Ellis, whether 80S. a quarter 
was the general price of wheat in the colony; it is a difficult thing to say the general 
price of wheat in the colony, as it has latterly undergone such astonishing fluctuations 
in consequence of the failure of the crop j but if you exclucle the unfavourable 
seasons, from 30s. to 37s. 6d. a quarter will be found to be the average price, but 
it has been of course \'ery much higher in the scarce seasons; at about 60S. a quarter 
is the point, below which the Government exclude the introduction of foreign wheat, 
Foreign wheat is not permitted to be imported at the Cape of Good Hope when the 
colonial wheal is below 160 dollars a load, which is auout 60S. a quarter. I also 
observe that Lieutenant White has stated, that there is no market for the surplus 
produce of the colony; I conceive he meant the surplus wheat; I should presume he 
meant to confine his observations to wheat; and at the time he was there I conceive 
there was no possibility of exporting it, if they had been able to raise ~ surplus of 
wheat; but it is very well known there are various markets for the produce of the 
Cape of Good Hope, an~ .markets that ~ould take ~ff any quantity of corn that could 
be produced, the MaUrItIUS, the Brazlls, and Samt Helena; the Mauritius has no 
wheat, except what she ,gets from t?e Cape o~ Good Hope and India, and the Cap.e 
of Good Hope w.heat IS so SuperIor to ~ndlan wheat, that she always prefers It 
~'hen she can get It j ~nd whenever the pfl~e of wheat at the Cape of Good Hope 
IS at Qr below 100 rIX dollars per load, It forms a safe remittance to the Isle of 
France. 

1917· How.is the qu.ality of wheat, compared with En~lish wheat ?-Very 
supeflor; I belIeve there IS no wheat superior to it in the world. 
• J 948. Is "',heat bread t~e food of the common people in the Cape ?-Yes, except 
III cases of faIlure; the failure of the crops occasioned the introduction of barley 
bread among th~ inhab!tants of the distant parts of the colony. 

1949· Is maIze cult~vated ?-Yes, to a limited extent j and I have often thought. 
as there happe~s occasl~nally so great a scarcity of export corn, the colonists would 
do well to cultivate IIJalze and rye as in North America and adopt it for the use of 
the colony, which is said to be the finest bread made. ' 

1950 , Do potatoes succeed ?-N ot very well. 
I 95 I. Does not the sweet potatoe succeed?-It succeeds very well in the 

t:Olony. 
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'952. Is it used to any considerable extent?-Yes. 
'Y53. Have you ever heard whether the introduction of a new sort of wheat 

would prevent the accident of the rust ?-I have heard that opinion expressed, 
-and it has been tried with success in some instances. 

1954. If it should not be the case, would it not appear very desirable that the 
staple food of the country should be maize or some other corn not liaule to this 
accident, so as to leave wheat an article of export when a good crop ?-Yes, that is 
my opinion; but I do not know "'hether the colony is not too dry for the cultivation 
of maize, as an article of general culture. 

1955. Have you ever heard an opinion given of the capacity of parts of the 
colony to grow cotton?-Yes; I am not aware of any local advant<lges as to the 
growth of it, but I have heard opinions expressed in favour of its success where it 
has been undertaken, but I am not aware of any experilllents hadng been tried to 
any great extent. 

1956. Do you think tobacco could be made an ~rticle of export, if not prohibited? 
-I do not know that I can give an opinion upon it; the tobacco grown in the coIn y 
is very inferior to American touacco. 

Javis, 290 die Martii, 1827. 

TVilliam Fielden, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

1957. YOU reside sear Blackburn, in the county of Lancaster?-I do. 
1958. Are you intimately acquainted with the state of the lower classes of the 

population in tbat neighbourhood?-Yes; from having resided there during the 
whole time of the distress, I think I can speak to the situation of tbe country. 

1959. Is the population manufacturing or agricultural, or combined of uoth?-
Principally manufacturing, very little agricultural, that is, principally grass land, and 
very little ploughing. 

1960. Are those ~rass lands divided into very small farms?-Yes, generally 
speaking, they are very small farms; forty, fifty, and sixty to one hundred pounds 
a year. 

196\. Has it been very much the case in that neighbourhood for a small farmer 
to eke out bis subsistence by hand-loom weaving, himself aud his family ?-Yes, their 
rents have been generally paid from their dependence upon the hand-loom weaving; 
they place very little confidence in their farms. 

1962. Do you consider that the hand-loom weaving in that district is now almost 
entirely at an end, as a means of subsistence?-Yes, I should cun~idcr so, that there 
is nothing like a remunerating price now for haml-Ioom \\e<lving; had it not been 
for the assistance which has been afforded by the Helicf CUlIlmittee, and charit<lble 
contributions of various sorts, the country lIJust have been in a state of complete 
starvation; there are two very extensive hundreds, the higher and lo\\u division of 
Blackburn hundred. 

1963. Do you conceive there is any probability, in the present state of the trade, 
of any revival of the hand-loom work ;-N 0, I have no distinct prospect of any 
relief being afforded. 

1964. Do you think there is any probability uf a greater demand for cotton goods 
than exists at present?-I see no channel or prospect whatever of any improvement 
we can rely upon. 

J 965. What effect upon the poor-rates, in that part of the country, has been 
produced by the great depression of the hand-loom weaving trade? - I ~lll not able 
to spea~ as to what the poor· rates are at ~resent, they v~ry exceedingly in e\'cry 
township; but I have known one or two IDstances mentIOned to me in the neigh
bourhood of Padiham, where estates have not heen able to pay the amount of the 
pqor-rates, and have been thrown up; but I do not consider that to be a general 
ease, by any means. 

1966. Do you mean, that in point of fact you have known instances "here 
the amount of the poor-rates levied has been actually more than the rack-rent of 
the property?-I have heard it reported, but I have not known it of my own 
actual knowledge; it has been reported to me in speaking of the distresses of the 
country. 

1967. Have you any means of lmo"'ing what the quantity of cotton goods 
produced in your neighbourhood is now, as compared with 1814 ?-I could have 
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lI'illin"! FieldclI, brought a very circumstantial account had I been aware of be!.I!! called upon; but 
l·.sq. only knowing it last night, I can only speak frorn the rerol\ectlOn I have, and what 
~ I have heard upon the subject. In the year 1 S 14, there were not as ma~y goods 

29 ~I mh, made in the town and neighbourhood of Blackburn, by about 10,000 pIeces per 
182;. ~ t b week, as there are at the present moment; and the wages may amount now 0 a out 

10,000/. less than they did at that period. 
1968. What are the principal causes which, in your mind, hav~ le.d to this very 

low state of trade at present?-There must h.ave been.a g;eat combm~tlOn of causes, 
and it is very difficult to account for what It may aflse trom; ~here IS. a grea~ com
petition now in various quarters, of course, that \\e never expenenced III the tIme of 
war; America has become a considerable manufacturing country. 

1969' Do you attribute much of the ~emporary distress to. the introduction of 
power-looms ?-It certainly must have mterfered to a certam degree, because 
there have been more goods produced by the hand-loom and the power-loom 
workinrr together; but the introduction of the power-loom, I conceive, will be 
a caus; of saving the manuFactures to this kingdom; without the power-looms the 
manufactories must be annihilated entirely, for the Americans are making use of 
the power-loom. 

1970. In your mind, is there any probability that the power-loom manufactories, 
or any other source \I hatever, 'sill absurb the population who are now thrown out of 
employ by the discontinuance of the hand-loom ?-No, by no means. 

19i J. Do you theref()re contemplate that this redundant population will be left 
wiJhout hope of remedy, as a constant and increasing burthen upon your parishes?
I see no prospect \\!J,\tevcr uf relief being afforded to them; it appears to me to be 
a permanent evil; I do not see holV it is to be got over. 

1();:!. What have been the effects produced by the temporary relief which has 
Lc('IJ afiorded from charitaLle subscriptiolls?- It has certainly kept the people from 
starving, with the little remuneration they have been able to get from weaving; but 
it may have had a oad consequence in another respect, for it has produced a greater 
abundance of mar:ufactured goods, tor the manufacturer has been enabled in part to 
pay his wages by the relief that has been afforded by the Relief Committee to tbe 
poor weavers; tor instance, he could get his work done so much more reasonably, 
than ii they had been paid entirely by the master manufacturer. 

1973. The manufacturers were not the organs by which the Relief Com
mittee dealt out their assistance ?-N 0, they were not; there were committees 
appointed. . 

1 tji 4. You mean, thereiore, that the relief afforded had the effect of reducing the 
price, or keepillg down the price of manufacturing labour ?-It has produced a super
abundance of manufactured goods, by enabling the people to be employed who 
could not have been employed by the master manutacturers, unless the weavers had 
been enabled to weave upon such low terms and low wages as the master lllanufacturer~ 
gave them; and, therefore, the relief they have received from the Relief Committee, 
has enabled the poor weavers to exist, and to work on lower terms than would 
otherwise have been the case withont such assistance. 

19i s· 'Vould not the effect have been the same, as to their employment, if they 
had not received that rclief;-They must have starved. " 

1976. 'Vould not they have worked even for two or three shil\inrrs a week rather 
than have starved:-The master manufacturers arc now of a class that are n'ot very 
a.ffiuent, and their capitals have been very much uiminisbed by the distresses of the 
tImes; and therefore they could not have afforoed to carryon much business fi'olll 
their own capitals. 

19i7· Are you at all acquainted with Pendle Forest and Padibam ?-I am. 
1978. Have you not heard that no poors rates whatever have been levied in some 

townships or parish~s in tha~ district ?-I am not so particularly well acquainted as 
to speak to those POlllts; I lIve at about the distance of twelve miles from thene.e, 
and I hear tbose things ti'om report more than from any personal knowledge I have 
of tbe district. 

107~1. Have you not heard that reported ?--I have not. 
1980. 1\ ot during the time that tbe penalty rate was collected, namely. that rate 

collected to make good the losses of the Dower-loom weavers ?-No, I have not 
heard any particulars from that district. • 

Ig81. Had it not been for that local relief to which vou have alluded, tbe 
master manufacturers, you say, could not have employed or kept the people f!om 
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starving; that the wages they gave made up, together with the relief, a subsistence 
to the people ?-Yes. 

1982. They paid one and two shillings for labour, for which they must otherwise 
have paid three or four shillings, to have had the work done?-Yes. 

1983. Your opinion therefore, in general, of the effect produced by local relief is, 
that·though those contributions have been necessary for preserving the people from 
actual starvation, they have had in some respect a mischievous effect, in encouraging 
over-production of manufactured goods ?-Clearly so; for any thing that produces 
an over-abundancl of goods now, is destructive of prices, reduces the prices, and 
runs down the wages. 

1984. Have the overseers of the parishes, in the assistance and relief afforded to 
the poor, contributed themselves to increase this evil?-Yes, generally I conceive 
they have, for they have been under the necessity of employing the poor in the 
workhouses in manufacturing; they would have had a dead weight to support if 
they had not found them some sort of labour; the only labour they could give them 
was by looms and work, and that has contributed to the making of more cloth than 
would otherwise have been made. 

J 985. Have you turned your thoughts in any way to the subject of affording 
relief to this superabundant population, by means of Emigration ?-No, I have not; 
I left Lancashire six or seven weeks ago, it was not then talked of in Lancashire, 
and I have merely seen the discussions of Parliament in the newspapers, since I 
have been in town. 

1986. Do you consider that the present population is redundant, that it is a 
permanent tax upon the poor-rates, a tax which must be rather expected to increase 
than to diminish ?-Clearly so. 

1987. Do you see any means, under the present circumstances, of diminishing or 
reducing that burthen ?-:i\' one whatever, not the least. 

19B 8. Do you remember what occurred in Lancashire, when spinning factories 
were first established ?-I recollect that period very well. 

1989. Were not a very considerable number of persons thrown out of work, and 
was not there great distress in consequence of the introduction of machinery when 
spinning was introduced by machinery and not by hand labour ?-Yes, there was a 
great deal of distress, and much rioting took place at the time. 

1990. Persons who had formerly obtained a good living by spinning by hand 
labour, were unable to obtain the same wages and in the same manner, in con
sequence of the introduction of spinning machinery ?--If the description of spin
ning that was carried on in the neighbourhood of Blackburn is alluded to, that 
which !Vas done by the hand, the raw cotton was taken Ollt by the weaver, alJ(1 spun 
in his own house, and the change \HlS productive of considerable inconvenience ill 
the first instance; great alarm was created, and some spinning mills were destroycd 
at the time; many persons were thrown out of ellJploymcllt; but at that time the 
manufacture of the kingdom was in a very limited state, compared with what it is 
at present. 

1991. \-Vas not the result of the introduction of that machinery an imllJense 
increase of tbe manufactory <--\' ery great. 

199'2. And more advantageous wages for a considerably increased number~
Yes, materially so. 

1993. You have stated, that at Blackburn the manufacture has extended at the 
rate of IO,OUO pieces a week beyond what it was fornleriy, when hand-loom weaving 
was solely employed, and that the wages are now J 0,000 t. a week less than at that 
time ?-Yes. 

1994. Do not you conceive that ultimately the efiect of the present decrease 
in the cost of production must be an extension of the demand, that persons who 
do not now use cotton goods in consequence of not oeing able to aflord the use of 
them, will, in consequence of the very low price of thelll, use them ?-It will very 
greatly tend to increase the consumption, but it must be recollccted, that \,-c have 
now rivals whom we had not before, who are manufacturing as cheaply as we 
can do. 

1995· Though we have those rivals, they are obliged to maintain their rivalry by 
heavy duties on the importation of the commodities from England? - '\' e arc paying 
much heavier duties in England. I allude particularly to America, where they are 
manufacturing the cotton grown at their own dours, witbout any expense upon it, 
and we have a duty to pay on the introduction of it into this country. 
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1996. The question alludes to the duties on the introdu~~ion of ma!lufactured 
goods from this country into other countries; was n?t the ability that eXI.sts o~ ~he 
rivalry of tbe nations on the continent, and of Amen~a, produced by the ImpoSItion 
of heavy duties on British commodities ?-Yes, certamly. " . 

1997. The manufactures in the neigbbourbood of B~ackbu~n ~onslst pflllclP.ally 
of calicoes? - Yes, principally, and hand-loom weavmg pnnclpaliy; verJ little 
power-loom. . ' 

J 998. Has there not been a considerable extensIOn of tbe prmted trade?
I do not know to what extent; the duties will show that more exactly than I could 
state it. 

1999. Do not you suppose that a material increase of trade, f~om what you h~ve 
heard and experienced, is likely to take place to the East Indle~ ?-Yes, I thlOk 
that very probable, and tbat is probably the only quarter from whlcb we can look 
for comolation. 

2000. And also from Canada and New Soutb Wales ?-That must be very 
moderate and progressive, I sbould conceive, for some time. 

2001. Do not you tbink tbere will be a new demand in an empire like Russia?
If tbey do not lay on beavy restrictions. 

2002. Upon tbe wbole, you are ratber desponding?- Yes, the prospects are, I 
conceive, very unfavourable. 

2003. Are you at all acquainted with any part of the county of Lancaster, 
particularly tbe hundred of Blackuurn, where tbe lower class of farmers have been 
reduced to actual poverty by the poors rates ?-I know of no district suffering 
half so much as tbe districts of the two Blackburn hundreds, the higher and the 
lower. 

2004. Were you in the country at the period "hen the rate to remunerate the 
power-loom owners was levied? - I was. 

2005. Was not that levy attended with circumstances of the most dreadful 
distress ?-So much so, tbat I can mention that in private families wbere sums of 
money from tbe Relief Committee were sent to individuals to have distributed 
amongst tbe poor people, tbe overseers came, and to my family in particular, to 
request that the distribution of clothes should not be given until tbe poor people had 
paid their quotas for tbe destruction of the power-looms, otberwise their new clothing 
would be sold up with the rest of their furniture and apparel. 

200.6. Are you not of opinion tbat without the measures tbat were taken to assist 
the population in the hundred of Blackburn, particularly Pendle Forest and Padiham, 
and some of tbe neighbouring townships, that rate could not have been levied at 
all ;-It could not. 

2007. Is that in fact levied at this moment ~- I do not suppose it is or can be 
collected, from the very distressed part of tbe population; those in more affiucDt 
circumstances have paid, Ullt there must be a great many arrears. 

2008. Are you not distinctly of opinion that in some parts of the county of 
Lancaster, if the relief whicb has been afforded had been "'ithheld, tbe poor-rates 
could not have supplied tbe deficiency?-Most certainly. . 

:2009. You have stated, that you see no prospect of tbe present manufacturers in 
tbe district of Blackburn being enabled to employ the hand-loom weavers who are 
thrown out of employment?-I have. 

20 I o. Durin~ late years, bas the ~emand for labo~r in that neighbourhood attracted 
persons from distant quarters, seekmg employment t-Nolle whatever . 

. 2011. Have no Irioh come to that neighbourbood ;-No, we have very few 
Imh. 

2012. Then during ~he last six or eight years, you knolV of no accession of 
numuers from other panshes ?-N at .ror a lengtb of time, for the purpose of hand
loom weavers; we have very few Irish amongst us; tbe population has increased, 
and a. number of str~ngers m.ust have come to the town, for the spinning trade has 
ueen Illc~eased conSIderably J~ Black~uru within the last two or three years, and 
tbat has IIlcreased tbe populauon conSiderably. . 

2013· If strangers had not come in, and the unemployed hand-loom weavers 
had obtained employment from the power-loom manufacturers would not that 
have ausorbed the po~ulation existing in that immediate neighbou:hood; would not 
the power-loom manufact~rer~ have been enabled to employ the hand-loom weavers? 
-The power-loom weavmg IS upon much too diminutive a scale to have effected 
that purpose. 

2014. You 
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2014. You have already stated the very low wages given to the hand-loom 
w<eavers, are you acquainted with the average wages given to the power-loom 
weavers ?-Yes. 

201.5. What, generally speaking, are their wages ?-According to the different 
qualities made near to or in Blackburn, from thirteen to fourteen pence per piece; 
but then there are great expenses incurred in the power-loom manufactory that 
are not borne by the hand-loom weavers, which greatly enhance the cost. 

2016. They are borne by the manufacturer hilllself, the owner of the factory? 
-Yes. 

2017. Wbat do you suppose are the clear wages which the power-loom weavers 
may now obtain, beginning with the younger and gradually advancing to the 
oldest and most skilful ?-I should suppose the women and children will be gaining 
lfom seven to eight shillings a week; there are not many men employed, except the 
overlookers; but I am speaking of the operatives. 

2018. You speak of plain work?-Yes. 
2019. Are there no persons employed on the power-looms who get more than 

seven or eight shillings a week ?.-N ot in the vicinity of Blackburn; but there are 
some branchp.s of manufactory near Manchester, which are of a much finer descrip
tion; those I speak of are for the coarser descriptions. 

2020. Are you aware that in Manchester there are persons employed in 
weaving the finer branches, who get from ten to twenty shillings a week ?-l know 
they have in their weaving, in the neighbourhood of Manchester, much more arduous 
work, both wider and finer fabrics, and where they have greater earnings, of 
course. 

202 I. Do you not consider that the wages of the power-loom weaver are re
duced to the lowest possible rate that is compatible with his bare subsistence, in 
consequence of the redundancy of labour among the hand-loom weavers?-Yes, 
certainly. 

2022. Do you not know that the power-loom weavers have been in great distress? 
- Yes, in very great distress. 

2023. Have there been lately any particular circumstances which have entailed 
great expenses upon the parishes near Blackburn ?-Yes, there have been two very 
important circumstances, which have thrown a very great onus upon the land; one 
has been, a parish church which has been built, and which has cost a very large 
sum of money, from thirty to forty thousand pounds; the other is, the penalty, 
(about one thousand eight hundred pounds from the town of I31~ckburn alone) 
that has been to be collected, for toe breaking of the power-looms, which has come 
at a most unfortunate period, when all these poor people have been exhausted in 
their means, and not able to cope with it. 

2Q24. Are the rates altogether levied upon the occupiers or upon the owners?
Upon the occu piers. 

2{)2.'i. The penalty which has been levied for the hreaking of these power-looms 
is levied generally on the hundred ?-Generally on the houses and cottages, and 
property of every description in the hundred. 

2026. The 1800 I. rate, for the restoration of the machinery destroyed, has been 
levied upon the hundred generally, has it not ?-Not generally; the 18uo I. is 
the quota charged on the town of Blackburn. From what mischief has been done 
in the hundred of Blackburn, the remuneration has been collected from that hun
dred; the adjoining hundreds pay only for the injury done within their own 
districts. 

2027. Have any of the parishes raised any money under Mr. Sturges Bourne's 
Act?-Yes; to rebuild a poor-house in the parish of Levesley, the overseers have 
borrowed a few hundreds. 

2028. Your county is divided into townships --Yes. 
2029. And the poors rate is levied on the townsbip?-Yes. 
:.1030. Do you know the rental of the township in which you live?- No, 

I do not. 
:;:031. Do you know the amount of the poor-rates levied in that township?-No, 

I do not. 
2032. Do you know how much in the pound is levied on the township for the 

poors rates ?-No. 
2033. Do you know whether the township is rated at rack-rent, or at two thirds, 

()r at what proportion ?-At rack-rent, I have always understood. 
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203.~ Does the disposition to destroy the power-looms continue ?--:-No, I thin.k 
that feeling has quite died away; I think tbe weavers are .very sensible of theIr 
error. In the Darwen district, they bave been actually supphcatll1g that the power
looms may be brougbt in, to give them employment, the very people who broke them 
before. 

2035. You are not enauled to inform the Committee ~f any course \\hichyresents 
itself for relievin" the weavers of Blackburn frolll the lllcumbrance of thIS super
abundant population ?-No; if coml1lerc~ should receive ~ great ,ti'l1ulus, that 
would be the best relief which could be afforded to the operatIve weavers. 

2036. Of that you have no expectation ;-1\0, I see no prospect of any thing 
immediate. 

2037. Do you not con.ceive t.h~t the distress of the ope~ati\'es in t.he parish of 
Blackburn arises from theIr receIVIng so small a remuneratlOn for their labour ?
Decidedly so. 

2 0 38. Do you not conceive that arises from the supply of labour being greatly 
in abundance, as compared with the demand?-Yes, certainly. 

2039. Do you not conceive that the introduction of power-loom machinery, ne
cessarily displacing human labour, has tended to aggravate that effect ?-Jt must 
have done that, to' a certain degree; there must have been an increased quantity 
of goods manuj~lctured by the p'ower-loom and hand-loom weaving together. 

2040. Are you not, therefore, satisfied that only one of two alternatives' can be 
expected to happen, to relieve the parish: the revival of commerce, under which 
tbe master manufacturers can afford to give greater wages to the labourers, or 
tbe removal of some of the labourers, in consequence of which the condition of 
the remainder might be bettered ?-Yes, I think so. 

2041. If, therefore, Emigration could be expected to be carried into effect satis
factorily to the parties emigrating, and securing their future prosperity, and they 
were consentient to such a proposal, are you not of opinion, that under the circullJ
st~nces you have described, of the little hopes among the master manufacturers of 
revival of trade to any such extent as to restore the proportIOns between supply 
and labour, the rate-payers would contribute towards the expenses of emigration, 
provided they found it was not too great a tax upon them ?-I cannot at all tell 
how far the rate-payers might be disposed to raise funds to promote eLlJigration, 
because the whole community is impoverished, and has suffered so severely from 
charitable contributions and aids in one ,ray or another, receiving diminished or 
no rents, that they are unable to afford that relief that they would otherwise have 
done under more favourable circumstances. 

2042. Can you inform the Committee what the expense of maintaining through
out the year, a pauper and his wife and threc chiidren, would be in Blackburn?
No, 1 cannot; I have not been on any select \estry, so as to know the details of 
those matters; I should state that tbe expense of maintaining the poor has been 
llluch more modcrate, from the circumstance of the overseer finding them cmploy
ment in weaving; they have paid for their sustcnance, in a great measure, by their 
own labour. 

2043. N ot\\'ithstanding that reEource of finding employment for the poor by the 
overseer, is it not a fact that the rates of Blackburn are burthened to the (Jreatest 
ext~nt in the maintenance of the.m ?-Yes, certainly; for, ,vith every aid and every 
aSSIstance, the rates are exceedmgly heavy, and unless the charitable contributions 
which have been gwen are continued, I see no possibility of the poor existing. 

2044· ~a~e yo~ any means of knowing, either from your own ob5erv~tion or 
f~om the 1llto~'1lJ~tlOn ?f others, whether the stocks of manufactured goods, of 
dIfferent deSCrIptIOns, 1ll the hands of the purchasers in Enuland and on the 
continent, are large or small :-1 should thillk small now for tllere has been such 
a length of time for stocks abroad to have got exhausted' that I think they must 
have diminished and got very low. ' 

2045. After th~ extraordina!y commercial difficulties which have taken place, 
and the extraordmary depreSSIOn .of all sorts of commodities, do not you think 
that bef?re \\e .can expect a reVival of demand, the persons from whom that 
demand IS to aflse must feel the pressure of a want of goods (-Yes I should 
think so. ' 
. 2046. And that in ordinary circumstances they would order goods, and a quan

tIty. of ~oods much greater than under their present local circumstances they would 
·be mcLned to do?-Yes. 

2 0 4i. Has 
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2047. Has not a mistake pretty generally been made on the subject of the price 
at which cotton can be produced, both by the manufacturers of cotton and the 
purchasers of cotton goods? - I think the general observation of the purchasers is, 
not that they have thought the prices of cotton too high, but that they have no con
fidence in those prices being maintained; whether those prices will he still further 
depressed we do not know, so many causes contribute to the depression of the prices 
of cotton goods, the distress of manufacturers, and a variety of causes. 

2048. Has not that mistake made the purchasers of cotton goods still more fear
ful of laying in stocks than they would otherwise have been ?-I do not knolV whether 
that is a mistake, we do not know at what price cotton can be produced. 

2049. Would not the manufacturing of goods which is now going on in that district, 
and has been going on for some time, be sufficient for the employment of the people 
there, if it were not for the introduction of the power-loom 7-1 ought to explain 
that by saying, that the manufactory by the power-loom is a very distinct aile from 
that which· is carried on by hand-loom, and one that is quite essential to the con
sumption of the country and to the demand which comes from abroad; I am afraid, 
from the inquiries which have been made, that there is a sort of invidious distinction 
drawn between the hand loom and the power-loom, or that whiCh might appear so, 
by its being adlllitted that power-loom weaving has contribuled to the evil, which it 
certainly has done, for there have been maIlY more goods made by having the two 
instruments at work at the same time, both the pOlVer-loom and the hand.loom; 
but the power.loom is so essential to the use of the country, that it will in time 
explode tbe hand loom almost entirely, I apprehend. 

2050. You consider the distress at pre~ent existing to ari,e not from any deficient 
amount of trade for the employment of the people, but tilat that trade can nolV be 
carried on bv a smaller number of hands?-I consider that there is a considerable 
deficiency irl the demand at this time, that it is what is 6enerally termed a very 
unhealthy state of trade, there is no good demand existing. 

2051. You state that they have manufactured more good~ lately than on the 
average of former times?-Yes, they have. 

2052. If those goods had been manufactured in the old way, without the power
loom, would not that state of trade have given employment to the people ?-Most 
likely it would, for there must have veen a consideravle addition made to the quantity 
manufactured by the power-looms, aad if those were abstracted, those which had 
been made by the hand loom might have been sufficient for the demand. 

2053. You have stated that the landowners and persons of property in the district 
have not turned their attention much to Emigration as a means of relief?-No, it 
has never been contemplated. 

2054. Has it been contelllplated by the men in distress ?--No, I think not in 
tbe least. 

:.20.)). You have no Emigration societies ?-N 0, I believe not. I have been 
absent for the last six or seven weeks. 

2056. Do you think the Iflbouring classes would be favourable to any plan of 
Emigration ?-That is a circumstance I cannot speak to at all, because it i~ quite 
noveL 

2057. You will not understand any question that may have been put to you by 
this Committee as in the slightest degree expressing an idea prejudicial to the power
loom, but to ascertain the effect of the power-loom on that part of the population 
which depended upon the hand loom for their subsistence ?-I was only afraid that 
if those questions went into Lancashire, it might appear as if the two were put into 
competition. 

2058. It is perfectly well known to the Committee, that if the power-loom were 
not employed in Lancashire, it would be employed somewhere else, in consequence 
of which the labouring poor would be preju<.liced instead of benefited ?-Certainly. 

2059. Did you ever calculate the quantity of manual labour that is dispensed with 
by the power-loom; how many hands would be required to do the work which 
a power-loom effects ?-I am not able to answer that question with certainty, but 
I have always understood that about one-third or one· fourth of labour is saved; 
there are a great number of people employed about the power.looms in various 
preparations of the article before it comes into the loom, and so many mechanics 
~re employed in making the machinery and keeping it in order, that I do not imagine, 
trom what I have understood, that more than from one-third to oue·fourth is saved 
by the use of power-looms. 
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WiliiumPielden, 2060. Do you think that where there were 100 persons employed before the 
~ power-loom was effected, it may be assumed that seventy-five are now employed?

2gl\lard, 
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Yes, I think so. 
2061. Dut some of the goods are of a different description?-Y t::S, certainly. 
2062. You include all the mechanics engaged in making the powe~-Ioom, pre

paratory to the use of it?- '{ es, a great deal of preparation for the work IS necessary; 
it goes through a great many stages to prepare it for t~e loom. 

2063. Do you think that of the persons {;ngaged 111 the manufacture of cotton, 
fifty persons are employed nolV in proportion to a hundred that were employed 
formerly?-The power-loom is introduced in so small a degree into my district, that 
I cannot speak to that. 

2064. The general impression in your neighbourhood is, that it displaces about 
one-third of the number formerly employed ;>-Yes, one-third or one-fourth. 

2065. Are you of opinion that if the hand-loom weavers were removed, power
looms would increase in that neighbourhood ?-Yes. 

206n. Do you not suppose that tbe mistake admitted to have been generally made 
as to the cost of the production of cotton, and the fear that the price may be further 
depressed, have operated so as to increase the disinclination of purchasers of COttOll 
goods to lay in their usual slocks ?-I conceive that the purchasers of cotton goods 
are deterred from purchasing, from a fear of its coming lower; without calculating 
what the expense ci the cost, or the growth is, as I mentioned before, so many 
circumstances, such as those of scarcity of money, and distress arising from a variety 
of causes, bring down the prices, that the cost of production can never be calculated 
upon with cutainty. 

2067. lIow long is a man making one piece of calico by a hand loom ?-If the 
slightest description is spoken ot; a man will weave about four or five pieces a week, 
but he must \\'ork very hard, and work over-hours. 

2068. 'Vhat does a power-loom weave in the same period, of the same article? 
-N 0 comparison can ue drawn, unless the fabrics were the same; a power-loom 
cannot compete with the hand loom in goods of a thin description; whenever the 
wages descend for manual labour to about half a crown a piece, the hand loom must 
be employed; they pay but fifteen pence a piece for the weaving of this doth by 
manual labour, and therefore no cloth of that description is manufactured by the 
power-loom; they make a more substantial article in the power-loom. 

2069. Are the power-looms all of the same size ?-N 0, they vary very much, 
according to the width of the piece they are to produce; different widths are required 
for different purposes. 

2070. Do they, the looms, vary in price very much?-};'o, the simple loom is 
worth about 101. to ten guineas. 

207 J. Do not the power-looms produce a better article, of more uniform quality? 
-Decidedly 50, of a very superior fabric indeed. 

rVilli1l11l Hulton, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

20 72. YOU reside in the immediate neighbourhood of Bolton ?-l do; I reside 
twelve miles west of Manchester, four south of Bolton, and about ten from Chorley, 
in the very heart of the manufacturing districts. 

20i~· Y.ou have been lately in active correspondence with the London relief 
CommIttee :-1 have, from the first moment of its commencement to tbe present 
time. 

2074 .. I.n the cour.se of your, corresponden~e with them, have you had fieq~cnt 
opportuUltles of makmg yourselr acquaInted WIth the state of thincrs in your nel~h
b~urhood ?-Certainly; I ~a.ve been regularly visiting, not le~ving it to com
mlttees; but I have myself VISIted all the cottacres within a larcre district around my 
own house. t:> t:> 

2075. Can you give the Committee any idea of the extent to which distress 
prevaIls amon~ the lower and middling classes in that district ?-I have lived at 
H~lton ever SInce I came of age, and during that time I have never witnessed any 
thIng at all equal to the present distress, by present, I mean the distress of laot 
week, . because I.do thi.nk tha.t it is increasing. I believe there is scarcely one 
loo~. In my own Hnm~dlate n~lghbourhood unemployed now, but the state of the 
fa?lliles of the poor IS certamly much more destitute than it was when th{; Com
mIttee first extended the aid of its charitable fund, and when a very great number 
were unemployed; the present dbtress arises from several causes; the bedding and 

clothes 
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clothes of the poor are totally exhausted. I should mention that I live in the 
parish of Dean, which consists of ten. townships, which are for all purposes as 
distinct as if they were separate parishes, and in those several townships the 
employment of labour ~s quite different; for instance, in the township in which I 
live it bas been my object always to reduce .the number of cottages, whenever they 
\\ere vacant I have pulled them down; besIdes, the coal trade is the chief branch 
in which the people are employed, consequently in my olin township we feel little 
or no distress. Over the hedge, which bounds my township from the township 
,of West Houghton on the west side, and the township of Atherton on the sOUlh, 
they are almost wholly employed in hand-loom weaving, ancl it is almost in
credible to see the different state of comfort in the one township and of misery in 
the other; the poor-rates in 'Vest Houghton have increased, and are on the 
increa~e; I think that as compared with last year they will be found to be tripled 
or quadrupled. If I had expccted to have been examined, I would have brought 
some details on this subject. The misery is beginning to work noll' by the poverty 
of the slllall lay payers, fer, as has bccn mentioned by another witness, our farms 
are generally very small, they may keep tIl a or three cows, there are exceptions, 
but they arc generally small, and those lay payers, whose families were employed 
in the hand-loom weaving, have left their land in a very bad state, they have 
generally attended to their loom; now they cannot obtain sufficient to pay their 
taxes; the consefJuence i.s, that the persons to whom their land belongs must suffer; 
among that class the dIstress has been so great that it became a serious question 
with us on the last grant from tbe COlllmittee in London, whether we should 
rigidly adhere to the rule we had laid down, not to relieve those who were lay 
payers, because it appeared to involve a contradiction that we should relieve those 
that were compelled to pay to the town. Within the last month we have found 
some such extreme cases of distress, that we have been obliged, in as delicate a 
manner as we could, for their feelings were almost hurt by receiving the relief, to 
give it in the way of bedding and clothes; it has been the most painful duty any 
person can be engaged in; we have had to relieve those who have seen much 
better days. 

2076. 'With a view of giving the Committee a general idea of the extent of the 
distress. can you mention any particular instances of which you have been yourself 
an eye-witness ?-One or two I have ventured to report to the London Relief 
Committee, such as I had not conceived to exist in a civilized country; there is 
one I have not reported, which was anterior to the last donation \re received; 
Mrs. Hulton and mj'seJt; in visiting the poor, were asked by a person almost 
starving, to go into a house, we there found on one side of the fire a Vfry old 
man, apparently dying, on the other siue a young man of about eighteen, with a 
child on his knee, whose mother had just died and been buried, and evidently both 
that young lIlan and the child were suffering from want; of course our object was 
to relieve them, and we were going away from that house, when the woman said, 
Sir, you have not seen all; we went up stairs, and under some rags we found 
another young man, the widower, and on turning down the rags, which he was 
unable to remove himself, we found another man who was dying, and who did die 
in the course of the day; I have no doubt that falllily were actually starving at the 
tillle. 

2077. Though that case may be an extreme one, are there very many families 
in that neighblJurhood who are on the very verge of faminc, if not suffering actual 
famine ?-I am slife that both I and the Clergyman of West Houghton, who has 
been with me latterly, have made a very accurate calculation on that point in the 
last township we visited, West Houghton, consisting of rather more than five 
thousand inhauitantg; we found two thousand five hundred totally destitute of 
bed,\ing, and nearly so of clothes; I am positive I am correct, when I say that 
six per cent are in a state such as that described, a state of famine, or that ap
proachin~ to it; it is from the papers I have prepared for the Committee, that 
I deduce that to be an accurate statement. In another case of eXlreme distress, 
there were a widow ami three children who had not tasted the meal and water, 
which is the only thing almost they eat there, for eight and forty hours; I found 
a young man of ~ixteen -in such a state of exhaustion, I was obliged to send a cart 
with a litter to bring him hOllie, and be is now under my own care, and we have 
hardly been able to sustain him in life; we found many families wh? h:l.v~ not 
lIlad.e one meal in twenty-four hours. It appears very strange th~t, . WIth reSIdent 
magIstrates and overseers, such cases of distress could occur; It IS only where 
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there arc hand-loom weavers, and in remote situations; these do not occur in town~, 
but in country districts, where the hand-loom weavers are thickly spread; the masses 
of people assembled together tend to create distress, for they are not the persons 
who belong to the identical township in which they live, but many of them having 
settled from remote distances, find a great difficulty in getting relief. from .their town
ships, for their settlements are disputed, and there are many ways m which they are 
prevented geaing the relief which they n~e? afforded t.o them: '. 

2078. As you have mentioned the difference of distress m those paflshes, mha
bited in a great measure by hand-loom weavers and others, can yo.u state .the 
difference in the amount of the poor-rates, how much per cent ?-N at with suffiCIent 
accuracy. 

2079. Can you state the amount of the poor-rates in y(lur own township ?-No, 
I cannot. 

2080. How is the poor-rate paid in your district?-By a ~ate of the illpabitants 
upon themselves; the rate payers meet, and as~ertam wh~t WIll be necessary ~or t1~e 
relief of the poor, and the county rates; havmg ascertamed that, the book IS laid 
before two maaistrates, for their approbation and signature. 

~081. Are your overseers over townships in the same manner as over parishes? 
-Yes. 

2082. Have you ever Illade any calculation, or can you at all give the Committee 
an idea, of what is the amount necessary to support a family in a state wholly 
destitute, for a twelvemonth. taking, the average to consist of five persons?-Yes, 
I would stale what guides myself and my brother magistrates, when we are applied 
to for relief; we used to consider it right that the allowance per head should 
amount to three shillings a week, that they should make up for their maintenance 
fifteen shillings, and whatever was wanting to make up that we ordered the O\'er
seers to make up; we consider that now too high to be levied. and we think they 
ought to have 2 s. 6d. per head, to maintain them in clothes and food; that would 
be about 30 t. per annum to maintain a family of five persons; in the money 
granted to the mother of illegitimate children, we always grant in common cases 
IS. 6d. a week. 

2083. Do you think there are many persons at present in your district, who are 
in this state of entire destitution and entire defJendence on parish relieF-No, 
I think there are very few It ho are entirely so, because all the looms are in employ
ment. I take the average wages which a really good weaver at a hand-loom will 
Qbtain to be about 88. a week, but from that there are drawbacks, which I do lIot 
understand, not being conversant witll trade; the average of women, and children 
of fifteen or sixteen years old, I take to IJe alJout 3 s. per week. But on this part 
of the subject I am bound to state one great grievance to which they are subject, the 
trade has been subdivided into the bands of master manufacturers, who are men of 
no education, and little capital, the consequence is, that even this money which 
I slate as the average, is paid in what is termed shop stuff; I look upon that to 
be one of the greatest evils which exists in ollr country. 

2084· That i~ illegal ?-Perfectly .so; and we are most anxious, as magistrates, 
to convIct where we can; but such IS the terror of the people in camilla forward 
t~at we cannot get. at the pro?f .of it. A cllstom prevails \lOW very geller~lly, of th; 
httle master manutacturers blllldmg cottages appropriated to their weavers and those 
weavers who are permitted to live in them, pay a much higher rent than ~hey would 
to me, or any other country gentleman; so that there is a great diminution of that 
which appears as the payment for labour. 

20S5· Do you think an ~dvantage will result from the introduction generally 
of po\\'~r-Jooms, tha~ that \\111 throw the cotton trade into the hands of persons 
po~sessmg larger capItal, and therefore of more liberal habits and feelinus?-Yes, 
decid~dly; it mllst require a given capital to erect a power-loom man~factory of 
?ny ~Ize; but I should say, as far. as my belief goes, there again those so employed 
m the ~team manufactures ~re obllg~d to ~urchase at a certain shop, and to live in 
a certam house; that prevaIls, I belIeve, In the towns generally, I know it does in 
Bolton. 

2086: Is. it your ?pi~jio~ that, according to the present state of the trade, the 
popula~JOn m 'your dIstrict IS beyond all dispute redundant?-Yes, certainly, it is 
ImpOSSIble to find employment for them. 

~087: I~ there any i~Jmcdiate probability, as far as you can judge, of such 
a change III the proportIOn between labour and the demand for it as shall make 
that population no longer redundant ;·-1 am perfectly unacqllain~ed "ith tralle, 

and 
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and the probability of demand, but taking it that the demand does not increase, but 
remains as at present, it is not possible they can be employed. 

2otl8. Do you conceive that a great portion of the people are now permanently 
and hopelessly a burtben on the poor-rates?-Unquestionably; and I consider, in 
my own neighbourhood, every yard of calico or muslin manufactured has a great 
portion of the cost paid out of the township rates from our lands, because these mate
rials are manufactured at a price which will not keep the labourers who make them, 
and therefore what is wanted in the wages of the master manufacturer to support 
life, comes from the poor-rates. 

:2089. Have you considered what would be likely to be the effect of Emigration, 
in relieving from the effects of this superabundant population ?-Only within these 
few days. 

'.lOgO. ',,"ould it, in your opinion, be advisable for parishes and townships situate 
as those you have described, to get rid of a certain proportion of the population, 
supposing them to be charged with a sum equal to two or three years purchat;e of the 
poor-rates laid out upon that family '-Speaking as a landed proprietor, I should be 
very happy to see such a measure carried into effect; and I have no douUt that, by 
proper explanation to the people themselves, they would be willing to aV4il 
themselves of it. 

2091. Do you think that if such explanation were given, and it was satisfactorily 
proved that emigrants might be piaced in a comfortable oituation, and the parish freed 
from the burthen of maintaining them, at an expense of two years purchase of those 
persons maintenance, funds would be raised from charitable and voluntary contribu
tions in aid of such a project, and in assistance of the poor-rates ?-N 0, I am quite 
certain it is quite in vain to look for aid from voluntary contributions, for the demand 
has been such on those who have had the means and disposition to give, they have 
not any longer the means of giving. 

2092. You consider that the parish would gain in many instances by laying out 
a sum equal to two years expenses ?-Certainly, I think they would avail themselves 
of it. 

2093. You have stated, that in the case of a weaver's family, consisting of a man, 
a woman, and three children on an average, who are supposed to be wholly destitute 
of employment, the parish expense, during the whole year, amounted to about 301.? 
-Yes. 

2094. Do you think that in the present state of your townships, there wouln be 
a disposition, if power was given by law so to do, to charge the poor-rates for 
ten years with an annuity of 7/. lOS. per annum, which would raise, at 5 per cent, 
a sum of 601. for the purpose of getting rid of each of those families, the difference 
being in the first year between 7 t. lOS. and 30 t. being 221. lOs.?-That propor
tion would hold good, if the family were wholly maintained from the township; 
but it is only a portioll of it that comes from parochial relief. I am satisfied that the 
townships would gain by an abstraction of manual labour ; at present, the people are 
in so reduced a situation of life, that they have no means of bringing up their children 
to any trade but that of wea~'ing, and therefore as long as the population remains 
as great as it is, they are bringing up a new race of weavers. They have no means 
of giving them the slightest education, except what we do by charitable means; and 
the various employments of labour, other than by hand-loom weaving, are all full to 
repletion. 

209.5. What is the description of the population in your part of Lancashire; are 
they natives of Lancashire, or are a great proportion of them strangers ?-There are 
a great proportion of strangers; and one of the evils to which I have alluded, where 
I have found so much distress, has been frequently from the distance from the place 
of settlement in which the pauper has resided. 

2096. Are there a great many Irish who have lately settled in that district ?-N 0, 

I should say not lately; and in the townships which are not immediately in tha 
situation oftowl1s, there are not many Irish spread over the district; I live in a manu
facturing district which is almost one town, each lane has its population of hand-loom 
weavers; but the Irish concentrate themselves in the manufacturing towns, and not 
the manufacting districts . 

. 2()~)7. Do you think the poplliation of that district is going on increasing, not
wIthstanding the severity of the distress; do you think that the severity of the dis
tress bas had any tendency to check marriages ?-l believe not to any great extent; 
I have made that inquiry at my own parish church, but not at any other; I know, 
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as a magistrate, we have quite as many illegitimate children brought before us as at 

any period however prosperous. . .. . 
2098. How do you deal with the case of an Illei!ltlmat~ child, d? you throw 

the burthen upon the parent ?-They are totally unable, In l~any Instances, .to 
support them; the townships have taken very strong measures ot I~te t? .enforce I~; 
the measures taken by the overseers to enforce th~ paymentJor Illegitimate chIl
dren have produced the very worst co~sequences.; In many Ins~ances the fathers 
have been committed to our prisons, which are qUite full; the P:ISO? of our . hu~
dred now contains 740 inmates; the mother~ are unable to mamtam these Illegi
timate children, and there has been au additional burthen on the poor-rates from 

that cause. 
2099. Supposing in any particular to,,:nship there should be a partial r~vival of 

trade, do you think that any measures might b~ t~ken to prevent a sudden mcrease 
of population, from the smal~ manufactllrer bUlldl.ng small c~ltages for t.he purpose 
of their beino inhabited by hiS workmen ?-That IS a questIOn on willch I have 
thought only "'for the last four and twenty hours, and I am not able to give a direct 
answer to it; II hen I statcd the good etiects to result from the removal of a part of 
our population, another consider~tion was, how. ~'e shou.ld p.re~ent thci: cottag~s 
being occupied by others; ?ut without a ~erv ~lstll1ct revival IS telt, I thll1k that It 
is no longer a good speculatIOn to engage 111 buildml,! them, the persons who have 
built them, and the friendly societies who have engaged in the building of them, 
have not found it a profitable uoe of their Illoney. 

2100. It has not been the practice in your part of the country to pay rents from 
the poor-rates ?-N o. 

2101. Consequently a person has not the same interest in the building cottages 
as he might if the rent was paid out of the rates ?-N 0, certainly not; I know 
one or two townships where one or two of the principal rate payers are proprietors 
of cottages, and they will of course, under those circumstances, take care to 
secure their rents for those cottages in an underhand way, perhaps from the over
seer; but those are peculiar circumstances, and where it prevails, in nine cases out 
of ten, we positively refuse, if it is brought before us as magistrates, to give any 
thing in the way of rent; there will not, in my opinion, be any disposition to 
build. 

2102. Has there been any sort of jealousy, in the township of which you speak. 
of persons coming in and acquiring a settlement?- Yes, there has been oreat 
caution to prevent new settlements being gained. '" 

2103· Has the caution grown up of late in consequence of the ,n'cre pressure 
which has been felt from too abundant a population ?-I am not aware how Ion!! 
that jealousy has existsd in townships in which I have no property of l1IY own: 
but where I can speak with more certainty it has been an object ",ith us to lirevent 
new settlers. A gentleman has lately oftered to layout 30,0001. on an estate of 
llline, and 1 have declined it, to prevent settlement,. 

2104. Is it possible .for a poor person coming into a parish and occupying one of 
~hose cottages? to ~btal? a settlement ?-The.re have beel~ a great many settlements 
Imprope.rly gamed m .thls way; a pe~son havmg p~operty m olle township and also in 
an. adJo?l1ln.g one, wIl.I frequently gIVe such an Il1terest and put a man into stich 
a SituatIOn m that pansh where he has little property, as to relieve tbe other parish 
where he has a greater one. 

2~05. Is it possible, since Mr. Sturges Bourne's Act, to olJtain a settlement ill that 
way t -No, the tenement must be in the same parish; he cannot do it bv cottages, 
unless they let for 10 t. a year. • . 

2106. Have you any ap~rehension that j~ case of those cottages being vacant, in 
co~sequence ~f the abstr.actlOn ofth~ poor, It wo~ld be to the interest of any parties 
to mtloduce omgle men mto them, hiring the service of those sinule men for a vear, 
for th.e purpose of establishing those individuals as parishioners~ and consequently 
enabling t?em to occupy those tcnem~nts afterwards as married persons?-I have no 
apprehensIOn whatever of that, certamly. 

21?7· ,Are llI~ster manufacturers in your townships in the habit of taking ap
prentices r-I ~eheve they would not call themselves master manufacturers; but it 
~s a c~m~on tLllIg for a weaver who has considerable premises, to take apprentices 
mto hIS 110use. 

:2108: Are tl~e weavers carrying on manufactorie~ iil your neighbourhood, much in 
the habit of takmg apprentice:; ?-Yes, they are. 

2109. Has 
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210g. Has that practice of late increased or diminished ?- I cannot speak to 
the absolute fact, but I am sure there is so much vigilance on the part of the 
overseers, that they prevent the introduction of any strangers into their townships as 
apprenticeg. 

2110. If any apprentice should be taken by a weaver, and should want parochial 
relief, would not the overseers object to his receiving any parochial relief during the 
time of his apprenticeship ?-As a magistrate I should feel myself obliged to order 
relief for the apprentice. 

211 1. Should you not feel yourself called upon to oblige the master to relieve 
him :_·Not in a case of sickness. 

2112. Upon what party does the expense of removal of a pauper who has not a 
settlement, and has no claim upon parish relief, fall?-The practice is this; a 
pauper belonging to a distant settlement, but resident in allY given township, 
applies for relief to the overseer of that particular township in which he is resident ; 
he probably, in the first instance, declines relieving him because he belongs to 
anotber parish; the pauper then comes before the magistrates, and states his case 
of distress; if the magistrates consider the application as proper, relief is imme
diately ordered on the township in which he is resident; the overseer then sets his 
wits to work, and finds out to what township the person belongs, and the overseer 
of that parish to which he belongs, repays to the overseer of the parish where he is the 
expense incurred. 

2113. Is there no practical difficulty in obtaining the repayment of the expenses, 
or is there so much litigation you do not actually enforce the claim ?-In a general 
way the expenses are recovered without much difficulty. 

2114. Do you often proceed practically to remove the pauper to the place of his 
settlement?-Yes. 

21 15. Upon what township do the expenses of his removal fall?-Upon the 
township removing. 

2116. Do not the claims from persons who have no right to apply to the poor
rate, constitute a very heavy burthen upon them in severe cases of distress?-Yes, 
certainly; there are constant claims, which no person living in that country can 
refuse. 

21 17. Are not the claims from persons who have no strict right to apply to the 
parish for reliet: almost as burthensome, in point of appeal to humanity, as the 
claims of those who have a right ?-Quite as much in point of humanity; but in 
point of law, if the overseers appeal to the decision of the magistrate, he feels com
pelled to refuse relief; except in a case of sickness or very great distress. 

21 18. In the case of distribution of charitable funds, is there any distinction 
taken between those who have legal claims, and those who have not 7-Not the 
slightest in the district in which I have acted, which contains from thirty to forty 
thousand inhabitants. 

2119. Supposing you could remove a portion of those who had a legal settle
ment in the parish, would not the burthell remain in a great measure unalleviated, 
unle~s you could take measures for the removal of that IJortion who make an appeal 
to your charity, if they cannot make a legal claim on the poor-rates?-The claim 
on one's charitaole feeling would be the same, but the claim on the land would not 
be the same; for though the person having ability would feel himself strongly urged 
to give to those having no claim, the farmers would be relieved by an abstraction 
of the population, and they would not incur allY thing material in the shape of poor
rates, by those places being filled up by strangers. 

2120. In case a small manufacturer should let his cottages for 2/. a year to an 
Irishman when trade was depressed, though that family would not have a claim upon 
the poor-rates, would not the presence of that family, when trade was very much 
depressed, be a burthen nearly as great as that of persons who were parishioners?
It would be a bllrthen on our feelings, and on the purse of those who had the means, 
but not a burthen on the rate payers, as such. 

2121. In providing for the morality and general discipline of the parish, would 
not they constitute almost as great a burthen as the presence of persons having legal 
settlements ?-They would have all the claims to a~sistance in education, and assist
ance in sickness from the dispensaries and local charitable institutions, but it would 
not be thought necessary, nor would it be legal, for the parish officer to relieve 
them. 

::! 1 22. Has not an Act recently passed, enabling you to pass to Ireland ~ny Irish 
pauper who may apply for relieP·-1 am sorry to say that the expense mcurrcd 
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Willi~,m Hullol/, under that Act, prevents its provisions from being car~ied into effe~t. The expense 
Lsq. incurred by the county of Lancaster last year, for simply remonng Irish paupers 
~ from Liverpool to Dublin, was 4,000[. 

29 IIlarch, 21 :23. That lIas not an expense borne by any particular parish?-N 0, a county 
1827· . rate spread over the tOil nslnps. 

:21 24. \Vere the cases of extreme distress you have ~tated to the Committee. 
cases of persons having a right on the parish, orn~t.having?-.Of the.cases o~ very 
severe distress which I have mentioned, one was hVlng on the township to winch he 
belonged, the other was not. . . 

212,'). Could such cases as those you have mentIOned, of persons dying fo want, 
have existed in the case of persons having a claim upon that parish; would not 
the magistrates interfere ;-Yes, I am quite sure that the magistrates, the persons 
in authority, and the more respectable part of the inhabitants, mu~t have been 
unaware of the extent of distress which prevailed; though in the constant habit of 
visiting the poor for years, I had no idea of such distress, till I visited under the 
London Committee. 

2126. Do not you therefore consider those extreme cases to have been in a 
great degree accidental ?-I do not think th€re are many quite parallel cases; but 
I think the people are every day getting into such a state of additional distress, 
from the total want of bedding and clothes; the whole township where hand-loom 
weavin,g prevails will be soon in the same state of distress. I have pointed out 
two strong cases, but if I thought that the patience of the Committee would allow 
it, out of the six in every hundred, I could detail nearly similar circumstances 
of woe. 

2127. Supposing the parishioners were to be remuved from the cottages built 
by Friendly Societies, and they were to be reinhabited by Irish, who might become 
chargeable upon the parishes if suffered to remain, do you not think that there would 
be a practice of informing those persons, that if they came there would not be any 
disposition to relieve them in case of distress?-They would be discouraged in 
every way. 

2128. Do you think that any disposition exists among the masters to keep up 
an excess of population to enable them to command cheap labour ?-I think not, 
because machinery is superseding the use of manual labour. • 

2129. Are you quite certain that the weavers in West Houghton are in the habit 
of taking apprentices?-Yes, certainly. 

2130. What is the rate of agricultural wages in your township ?-I do not know 
what the farmers give, but I give 14S. a week to everyone of my men on a large 
farm; I have not reduced them. 

2131. Are there power-loom factories in West Houghton ?-No, there are not. 
2132. If you had had power-loom manufactories in 'Vest Houghton, would they 

not have contributed in some degree to your relief?-I cannot answer that 
question. 

2.133· Do you not thi?k that it w~l1ld be practicable to make the persons pos
sessing the houses to which those Irish or other strangers might flock, feel more 
~ens~bly, in ti~es of .ad\·ersity, the bu~then, either ~rom charity or by levies, of sup
porting them r-I thlllk that t:ompelhng the proprietors of cottaue property to pay 
the rates instead of the occupiers, would have that effect. b_ 

21 34. Have the overseers of the poor any power whatever to prevent any weaver 
from taking an apprentice ?-They have not . 

. 21 35. I!' the .. n~ster is unaol~ to m~intain his. apprentice during the pe.riod of 
Ins apprentlcesblp, IS not the parish obliged to mamtaln the apprentice as well as the 
master ?--The parish is. 

21 36. l!0es n~t some part of the expense of removing Irish paupers fall upon 
the r~movmg parish, beyond that expense which falls upon the county rate?
Certainly. 

ll3i: Is t~JCre ,any other subject upon which you would wish to offer any remarks 
t~ t.he COmllllttee r-l should ~\'ish to express my very strong opinion, in contra
dlStlnctlOn to that of the last Witness, as to the effects of the contributions from the 
LonJoll Rehef C~mmittee: Not~ing but the donations of that society could have 
s~ved us from famllle; they have Induced the must delicrhtful intercourse between tbe 
different ranks. of the community; and the practical ~esult has been, that in our 
pO]Julou, dHnct llot one installce of riot or disturbance has occurred. 
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SlllJbati, 310 die ~!artii, 1827. 

ALEXANDER BARING, ESQUIRE, 

I,\, TUE CHAIIt. 

Mr. William Sudl(JUJ Fit:::hugh, called in; and Examined. 

2138. WHAT is the nature of your dulies at Liverpool, with respect to pas
sengers leaving the kingdom in considerable numbers on tJoard of merchant vessel, : 

I was appointed by the American ChamtJer of Commerce in Liverpool, in COli .. 

sequence of the frauds and impositions that had been practised upon passengers for 
some years previous to the appointment; it was in the Spring of 1823 when the 
appointment took place, and my business is to attend principally to steerage pas
sengers going out from that port. 

2139. Do you hold a permanent situation there?-I hold the appointment so 
long as it is considered that I act consistently with the nature of my engagement. 

2140. Do you receive a salary?- I receive a commission derived from the money 
paid by the passengers, it is paid tJy the shipowners. 

2141. What is the amount of it ?-It is five per cent commission upon the passage 
money. 

2142. What power have you of enforcing that, is it hy any Act of Parliament?
No, it is bv contract with the merchants. 

2143. Do the shipowners agree that you shall have five per cent upon the passage 
money?-The shipowners place the vessels in my hand to procure passengers tor 
them; and when the passengers come down, I direct them to proper vessels, for 
which the shipowners pay me after that rate. 

2144. How long have you been so occupied ?-Since April 1823. 
2145. Are you agent for the ship otherwise, or merely as regards the passengers? 

-Only as it regards the passengers. 
2146. By steerage passengers you mean the poorer class of emigrants ?-Yes, 

J do. 
214i. Have you any thing to do with the cabiu passengers?-Yes, so far as 

making arrangements lor them, and entering tbeir names upon tbe muster roll. 
~ 148. Has tbe number tJeen considerahle of those steerage passengers going out 

in any vessels to All1erica ?-Yes, very consideratJle. ,. L 

2149. Does it continue to be so at the present time?-Ye:-<, it continues, and 
seems to be increasing. 

2150. To what parts do they principally go ?--Principally to the United States 
.af America, chiefly to New York and Philadelphia, and SOll1e few to Boston. 

2151. Have you any thing to do with those who go to our own colonies in 
America?-Yes; hut there are not many who have gone, in the last two or three 
years, to the British colonies. 

2152. Have you not a good many timber ships arriving from those colonies at 
Liverpool ?-A great many ships go from Liverpool to the ports of New Brunswick 
and Quebec. 

2153. Do they not carry out passengers?-They would do it if passengers 
applied; but very few passengers go to Quebec from Liverpool. 

21 54. Do timber ships genemlly go out with light cargoes from Liverpool ?-
Many of them only in ballast, and some with only part cargoes. 

21 55. From your experience. do you think that some legal protection to the 
poorer class of passengers or emigrants is necessary, or do you think that such 
poor persons may be safely trusted to make their own engagements with masters 
of vessels bound to different parts of America, II ithout any restrictions other 
than the self-interest of each party lllay naturally produce, "ithout allY specific 
law being made lor the purpose ?-I think some protection is absolutely ne
cessary . 
.. 21 56. Have you any facts to show that legislative protection is necessary, and 
II so, be pleased to state them ?-There are some facts stated in the Report of the 
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American Chamber of Commerce in Liverpool, printed in the Appendix to the 
Report of the Committee on Emigration, in page 296. 

21 57. Have YUlI any others to state? -Cases of fraud and. imposition are ?c
curring in Liverpool every week upon the poorer classes of eml~rants; and dunug 
the last veal', a case of very gross imposition occurred, in whIch the merchants 
interfered, and pI'o,ccuted the- parties to conviction for the fraud. 1 concf'ive 
~ome legal protection is necessary, because it is out of the power of the emigrants, 
who are generally poor, either tn obtain the legal remedy themselves in cOllse
quenee of their poverty, or to wait to ohtain it at the quarter sessions, even if they 
had money, in cun~eq uenee. of it being necessary to pr~lceed on their. voyage. 
There has also been placed III the hands of Mr. Horton, a letter from Llverpuol, 
stating the fact I have just nolV mentioned, as to the imp()~ition upon emigrants 
during the last year. 

:;1158• Those ilIlpositions have been con~tantly practised, have they not?-Yes, 
constantly, and are now. 

2159. Notwithstanding the law as it at present stands?-Yes; I conceive it 
affords no protection from those kinds of impositions, in consequence of their not 
having the ability to wait for the quarter sessions, or to proceed to procure redress 
by law, from their poverty. 

2160. So that the regulations by Act of Parliament have been found insufficient 
to give redress to those emigrants ?-I conceive so. 

2161. Does that arise from the law being neglected, or not being sufficienP-
Perhaps I should be understood better, if I explain the nature of the impositioll5 
and frauds practised. The poorer class of emigrants who come down t:> a sea
port are generally ignorant, they have probably never been in any sea-port before; 
they do not know the nature of the vessels, or the kind of bargain they ought to 
make; and unprincipled persons, engaged in trade, and there are many such en· 
gaged in that trade, find it their interest to induce those people to entrust their 
money in their hands under false representations, and instead of paying the owner 
of the ship for their passage, they send them on board in some instances without 
having paid the money they have previously received; it was for that they were 
prosecuted during the last year. Another mode of imposition is, that they fre. 
quently obtain their money under the pretence that the ship is going to sea in tiro 
or three days, and keep them there three or four weeks, or more, for which they have 
no redre~s; if they a ppl y to the magistrate" the magistrates tell them that the 
parties hav~ broken their contract, and that they must appeal to a jury at the 
quarter sessions. 

21()2. Do you think it possible by any legislation to provide for all the minute 
CirC~lll)S~ancc,. of oppression. OJ: grit:~ance that may arise between the parties?
I tlJlnk It pos51ble to place wlthm theIr power legal redress Ly such an Act as this, 
by referring all such matt.ers to the decision of the magistrates, who shall have 
power to summon the partIes before them; the same power is "iven to the maais
trates, under simil<1r circumstances, in other Acts of Parliament t I do not think ~ny 
inconvenience would arise from it. . 

2 I li3· Have you read over the pi iuted paper, entitled, A Dill to repeal certain 
parts of \\'lta~ It<l~ bten called the Passengers Act, and the manuscript draft of 
another Bill lUI. the same purpose?-I have. May I be allowed to state wbat 
I forgot to Illentlun before; there was a case occurred in London similar to wbat 
occurred la~t )~'ar in Liverpool, I dare say some evidence may be procured in 
Londo.l~ r~,pclc~lllg It; the passengers were engaged, the charterer, it appeared, had 
1I0t pal tie, lIPU\'. ner, and the parties were lIithout any remedy. 

:2164. In those cases of fraud, the parties all had their redress at common law, 
if the~ had been abl~ to wait and prosecute their case ?-Certainly. 

21l1 j. Do you t.h~nk that the las~ mentioned Bill, in manuscript, if passed into a 
Jail, ~'ould b.e ~uftie~ent to afford fall' and adequate protection to the poorer class 
of elnJgrants --I tlunk IIOt quite. 

:1l fiti. Wi~1 yuu ,tate the nature of the legal protection which you deem neces
sar~' to be aftorded to the poorer class of emigrants ~- I have read over the manu
SCript Bill carefull.\·, and if I may be permitt~d, I will read to the Committee the 
remarks I put dOlln upon paper while the Bill W<IS in my pr)ssession. In the 
llJllllU~CJ Ipt );111 th'ere appears to be tlO clause applying to vessels having cargo 
Otl bval d and canYll1g pa:;sellger~; alter the second clau,e, the third section uf the 

6th 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE U~lTEl) KINGDO;vl: 1827. 225 

6th of George IV. c. 116. might with propriety be inserted; in that section, two 
tons is defined to be six feet by two feet and a half, and the whole height between 
decks. J n the enumerati0n of provisions, in the third clause, potatoes ought to 
be included, as a description of food generally taken by emigrants; two pounds, 
instead of one pound and a half per day, is, in my opinion, the lowest quantity 
that should be inserted in the Act. The qualifications of the surgeon or medical 
man, in the fourth clause, seem not to be sufficiently defined; if the qualifications 
are to be the same as those in the 6th George IV. c. 116. sec. 12. it would 
be better to copy the phraseology of that Act, if othefll'ise, to state them with 
precision. There is no regulation respecting a medicine chest. The 6th clause 
appears to be ambiguous: if it is intended, that no vessel, although short of her 
full complement of passengers, shall he allowed to carry any part of her cargo, 
provisions, &c. between decks, it will be very oppressive in its operation, by pre
venting many vessels from taking passengers that have excellent accommodations, 
and the owners of which are willing to take a limited number only; if it is intended 
to apply to such vessels only as have on board the full complement of one passenger 
to every two tons, it may easily be evaded, and will always be evaded by taking 
on board a few less than the full number; the best regulation is that before 
mentioned, namely, two tons of unoccupied space for each adult passenger. The 
regulations in the seventh clause, respecting the delivery of the counterpart of the 
passengers list to the Collectors of His l\1ajesty's Customs abroad, can only 
apply to British ships; British consuls in Foreign ports might be invested with 
similar powers. Poor emigrants are subject to many impositions, beside being 
landed at a port other than agreed upon, against which the 8th clause is in
tended to afford protection. Persons from tile interior of the country seeking 
passages abroad, are generally entire strangers in the sea-ports; they are deceived 
by interested and unprincipled persons, who obtain possession of their money 
by false representations, both as to the destination of the vessels and periods 
of sailing; in many instances families have been turned out of the VEssels by 
the masters, after haviug paid their passage to the broker or agent, the latter 
having en,gaged a greater number of persons than the vessel lIas allowed to carry, 
with a view to his own pecuniary advantage. The Emigrants, being poor, are 
unable to oblain legal redress; and being anxious to proceed on their voyage, 
would rather sacrifice the money, than wait the i~slle of a trial at the Quarter 
Sessions. It is therefore very desirable to refer all matters of this kind in dispute 
between the masters of I'essels, their brokers or agents. and passengers, to the 
decision of two Justices, who should ,be authorized imd required to summon tbe 
parties on the cLllllplaint of either, and to determine the dificrcnces between thelll 
without appEa\. This clause is made to apply only to persons ellligrating to His 
Majesty's possessions abroad; the sallle frauds might be practised on persons 
emigrating in British or Foreign vessels to Foreign ports; they require the same 
protection, which will be effectually given by the penalty of the bond (required by 
a subsequent clause) being enforced on the surety. The imprisonment of tbe 
master for one calendar month, appears too sligbt a pUlli~hll1ent for an offence which 
under some circumstances may be of great magllitude. As to tbe 10th clause, it 
appears to be too short a time to restrict the enforcement of the bond to eight 
calendar months; the 6th George IV. gives three years. The COlllmencemeut of 
tbe operation of the .\ct is not fixed; this may cause great inconvenience to parties 
making IIlTangements immediately preceding the passing of the Act. There is 
nothing in this Act tJ prevent the relanoing of Ilater and provisions after the vessel 
bas eleared out. See the loth sec. of 6th George IV. c. I 16; and also the It th 
sec. of tile same Act, respecting airing the bedding and fumigating the vessel; and 
the 8th and 9th sections. . 

:n67· Can YOIl give this Committee any information as to the numoer of pas
sengers who might annually be sent from Liverpool to tbe British provinces in 
N orlh America, considering tll"O tOIl~ of unoccupied space as being a fair proportion 
for each adult pa~sen<Ter, on board vessels now actuallv enrra(Ted in trading to those • . ) Tl ;:-, 01 <"":' 0 
provillces. - lere are about 2;3,000 tons of shipping employed between Liverpool 
and the port of Quebec, and to the ports of New Brunswick about 35,000 tons; 
the portion of those vessels unoccupied, would accommodate about 25,000, or frolll 
that to 30,000 persons; there arrive ilt the port of Quebec alll~ually, from 150 to 
200,nOll tons from Great Britain, a great proportion of which is entirely Ul1occupiecl, 
80 th.at I. conceive there is sufficient accommodation for any number ul emigrants 
that It mIght be thought proper to send Ollt. 
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2168. With regard to the poorer emigrants that come to Liverpool to go to 
the colonies, al e they in the habit of applying to you to get a passage for them? 
-Yes. 

2169. Do they come to yon for advice where they should go to, or have th~y 
made up their mind~ before they come to you ?-They have gen~rally ma~e up their 
minds, but they frequently write to me from the country, know 109 there IS such an 
establishment at Liverpool. . 

2170. Can you give any reason why. so few go ~o our own colomes?-The 
majority of the emigration to Canada c?nslsts of the IrIsh, and for some years past 
the vessels have been chartered at Liverpool, and taken over to Ireland for the 
purpose of taking ellligrants on board there, so that we have had fewer at Liverpool 
than formerly. 

2171. Have yOll read the printer! paper, N° 4, containing the answers of the 
Collectors of the Customs at Londonderry to certain questions relative to the legal 
protection of the poorer class of emigrants ?-I have. 

2172. How do you agree with the answers given by Mr. Hill ?--Generally, I 
agree with him. 

2173. On what do you not agree with him; is there any material circumstance in 
which you do not agree with bim ?-I think, so far as I recollect the paper, chiefly 
\I ith regard to the number of passengers a vessel might be allowed to take, 1 think 
he puts down a greater number than I think would be right. 

2174. To what extent have the manufacturing poor emi;:rated, and are you aware 
if tbe disposition to emigrate still exists among them ?-During the last two years, 
the emigration from Liverpool to tbe United States of America has consisted 
chiefly of manufacturers from the different parts of Lancashire and Yorkshire, and 
there still exists among those manufacturers a great disposition to emigrate; there 
was in Liverpool, when I left there, several vessels filled almost entirely with 
manufacturers, many of Irhom had been engaged by parties embarked in manu
facturing in the United States, and their passages paid by them; those were chiefly 
calico flrinters. 

2175. Do the weavers go in any number ?-A great many. 
2176. But they are principally calico printers?-Yes, those persons who had 

been cn;.;aged by manufacturers in America, and whose passages had been paid. 
2177. Are they paid for by American manufacturers ?-Yes. 
21 i 8. They are going out in considerable numbers ?-Yes, in considerable 

numbers. 
2179. 'Vhat sum of money do they usually have with them upon the averacre?

In fOllller years, the emigrants had frequently a considerable sum of mane; with 
them; I have known parties come down to Liverpool with 1000/. or 1200/. ; 

in 1823, and prerious to that, they had large sums of money Ilith them, but in the 
last two years they havp. been H:ry poor, and have scarcely had more than sufficient 
to pay the passage money. \rith respect to the disposition on the part of the 
manufacturers to emigrate, 1 can lay before the Committee some letters I have 
reecil'ed from them in the course of l?y business; I have selected these [producing 
a bundle if letters]; these are entirely from manufacturers; the first is dated 
Blackburn, the 19th of :\Iarch, signed on behalf of 41 persons. 

ell 80. Is that a letter addressed 10 vou ?-Yes, addressed to me in the course of 
my business; it desires me to engage a passage for them. 

2181. ,,'hat answer did you make to that application t -I told them they could 
have a vessel whenever they came. 

2182. At what rate of passage money?-From four pounds ten to five pounds; 
that does not include provisions. 

2183· "-hat additional sum is required to take reasonable nrovision for their 
maintenance during the passage ?-A lJassenaer from Enaland \;'ho aoes out at his 

OJ • b b' h 

own expense, will usually take provisions amounting to from two to three pounds, 
bl.lt he seldom consumes all of it; there are some who have not much money, they 
WIll only layout from twenty to thirty sbillings. 

2184. Do you think that sufficient for the poorer class of emig:'ants ?-Yes, from 
25s. to 30s. would be sufficient. 

2185. What species of provisions would they procure ?-Oatmeal, potatoes, 
molasses and bacon, or meat of some kind or other. 

:2186 .. Those p~oplc \lho emigrate, are many of them with families, or are they 
mostly slllgle men ~-~rany with families, perhaps most of them. 

21~;. What 
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2187. What would be the amount of freight for a family consisting of a man, !\IT. 
his wife and three children, to any part of the United States ;-A man and his wife W. s. ~tzhuglt'J 
and three children, in Liverpool at the present time, could obtain a passage in a good '---. 

U · sec 3 1 MaTch, ship, to a port in the mted tates, .or .rom 12/. to 14/. 1827. 

2188. Including provisions ?-No, not including provisions; the ships that go 
out to the United States are merchant vessels, carrying cargoes, and have limited 
accommodation for passengers; but as they are not entirely laid out for it, their 
rate of passage is higher than if taken up entirely for passengers. 

2189. Would not a ship going to Canada take emigrants at a considerably 
lower rate ?-During the course of my business I have engaged passages to Canada 
as low as 2/. 

2190. What would be the charge for a passage to New York ?-Four pounds, or 
41. lOS. 

2191. They could go for one half the price as respects freight, to the British 
colonies ?-If I am to speak of the expense of taking passengers to the British 

• colonies, it should be with reference to a considerable number at a time, and taking 
a considerable number in one ship, so as to afford a full cargo; I imagine it would 
not cost more than from thirty to forty shillings for the passage from Liverpool to 
Quebec. 

2192. How much for provisions ?~If the passengers were to find their own 
provisions, and had to lay in a stock for their olin families separately, it would cost 
from twenty-five to thirty shillings a head for provisions. 

2193. Would it be any less for any port of l\' ell' Urunswick or Nova Scotia?
I should not consider it advisable for tiJem to lay in a less stock of provisions, and 
the rate of freight would not be different. 

!!194. Are you speaking of adults, or families with children ?-Of auults. 
2195. What would be the charge for a family, consistillg of a man, his wife and 

three children, supposing the children to be tinder ten years of age?- I have spoken 
of passages where they have been engaged singly, or for families; if it is desirable to 
ascertain what it would cost to take up a vessel that would accommodate a certain 
number, I should say that twenty shillings per ton register, or less, so that a calculation 
will be easily made from that rate. 

2196. Do you consider two tons register sufficient for three grown persons?
I think two tons of actual space for one grown person, that being six feet long by 
twu and a half broad. 

2 J 97. Do you consider it practicable to induce the manufacturing poor to settle 
as agriculturists in Canada ?-I have in the course of mv business conversed with 
several that have come to Liverpool, and when the matter bas been explained to 
them, they have been desirolJs to go, and would willingly go there. 

2198. Do you find that they have generally a dislike to the employment they 
have been used to, and pl'6Jer agriculture ?-Most of the emigrants li'om the country 
towns, not the large manuf.1cturing towns, such as Manchester, but li'om the neigh
bouring country towns where they have been employed in the hand-loom, are 
connected with some branches of agriculture; their fallJilies may have small farms, 
and they have no o~jection to agricultural labour. 

2199. Do they appear to you generally in a state of health and strength sufficient 
for .the.labour of agriculture ?-·So far as my experience goes, I should say they were 
fit lor It; those who have come down from the country have not appeared so strong, 
but that I attribute to what the\' have suffered. 

2200. Is the disposition on the part of the poor of Lancashire to emigrate to the 
United States, instead of the British colonies in America ?-Yes, it is at prescnt, in 
consequence of many of them having friends settled there, and in consequence of the 
growth of manufactures in the Northern States. 

22~ I. When you say that the provisions for the passage would not exceed 25 s. or 
30s., IS your opinion formed under the idea that the provisions of the Passengers Act 
would be enforced ?-N 0; the provisions mentioned in the Act would cost about 
two pounds, but they are not fit for them, nor such us they are used to, nor such 
as have been generally taken. 

':1202. Is there any law regulating the treatment of passengers in American 
ve5sel~?_ There is a law of the United' States regulating the number of passengers in 
American vessels. 

5jo. F-f ::l 2203. Doc. 
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2203. Doe, that law contain any enactment as to the species u.f p~ovisions to be 
provided ;-:\Iy memory does not enable me to re~ollect, ~u~ I thmk It does. 

2204. Ever since you have been conversant wIth provIding passages for persons 
wishing to emigrate, the present Passengers ~~t has been in for.ce?-There was an 
Act previous to the present one, but the prOVISIOns were pretty sImilar .. 

2205. In point of fact, ever since you have been employed upon tim duty, as to 
passengers, the law has been the same as that now in force?-Yes, except as to the 
number. 

2206. Did you ever know any inconvenience arise to passengers from the ships in 
which they have gone ?-I have seen ships over-crowded from wa.n~ of r~om. . 

2207. It is not consistent with your knowkdge, that any posItIve eVil has ansen 
from that circumstance '-The evil consists, in my opinion, ia the inconvenience to 
which the passengers have been su~ject during the voyage, and of whicb they were 
not aware when they made the engagement. 

2208. Have you ever heard any complaints upon the subject ?-Often. 
2209. Have you known such evils to .result fron~ t?e Pas~engers Act ?-yes. . 
2210. And you think the Act, as It stands, IS InsuffiCient to prevent It?-It IS 

chiefly where the Act has not been put in force. 
2211. The alterations you have suggest/:!d are, to render the provisions of the 

Passenuers Act, as it now stands, more specific?-There are some additional clauses 
in tbe ~nanuscript Bill, on which my observations are mude; the manuscript Bill 
varies from the Act now in force considerably. 

2212. Did more passengers go to the British colonies some years ago, than now? 
- Y e8, from Liverpool, some years ago; but at present I do not conceive there are 
on the whole fewer that go; the alteration is, that they now go from Ireland instead of 
going from Liverpool; vessels are chartered at Liverpool and taken over to Ireland, 
where they embark. 

2213. Do you happen to know whether as many go from Scotland as went a few 
years ago ;-:\fy information does not extend to Scotland. 

2214. At present the power of going as emigrants is pretty much limited to those 
who have got a little money, is it not; persons in the state of paupers have r.o means 
of going?-No, they have not; and I have letters here from many manufacturers 
requesting me to obtain service for them, and have their passage paid over. 

2215. Have any proposals been made to you from gelltlemen in the country, or 
landowners, stating their readiness to provide a fund to send out any of the poorer 
emigrants?-vVhen I left Li~'erpool, there was an overseer of a parish in Kent 
engaging a passage for a number of poor people in his parish to go out to N el\" York, 
and during the last two years the passages to the United States of a considerable 
number have been paid by parishes. 
. 2216. ~o you think if an increased facility was given to obtain grants of land 
Jl~ t~e 1l.r1tJ3.h Settlcments, that that would ellcoura~c emigration from any of the 
districts 111 Ellgland where the hand-loom weavers wlsb to remove ?-I am satisfied 
it would, provided it was connected with tbe means of getliuu out there which at 
present they do not possess. ,.." 

2217. Is there not a remedy now existing at common law, both here and on the 
other side of the Atlantic, whether in the C nited States or the British colonies for 
fra?ds committed by ma~ters of vessels, or improper treatment of the passel;gers 
willie on board?-There IS a remedy at common law; but it is out of the reach of 
~he p~ssengers t? take ad~antage of it, in consequence of their poverty and their 
mabllIty to s~op. tor the sessions; I may state, that the prosecution last year cost the 
merchants ot LI~'erpool 150/.; that was of course out of the power of tbe passengers 
themselves to pay. 

2218. In point of fact are the regulations of the present Passencrers Act ever 
complied with,. or are .they generally evaded ?-As to the numbers "'they take on 
board, the Act IS comphed with; as to provisions I do not think it is' no notice is 
taken of the provisions put on board.' , 

221 9. Do you imagil~e that those suggestions which you offer, with regard .to 
the doctor a~d. tbe quantl.ty of medicine, would be more likely to be complied With 
than th~ eXistIng regulatIOn ?-I am not satisfied of the necessity for a doctor to 
the U m~ed ~tates or the British possessions; there is a doctor required by the 
manuscrIpt Bill. 

2220. Upon 
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2220. Upon the whole, d(} :'f)U not think that the whole matter of provisions 
miaht safely be left to the pru.:(IlCe of the passengers themselves r-I think not 
quite; I have been told, by the ma~ters of vessels, of persons secreting themselves on 
board, and others coming on board without provisions. 

2221. Have you ever known any case of serious want or distress in any vessel 
since 1823, on its passage either to New York, or to British America ?-No, 
never. 

2222. And yet during that time the regulations with regard to the quantity of 
provisions have been evaded?- With regard to the quality rather than as to the 
quantity. 

2223. Do you believe that the regulation as to quantity has been complied with? 
-As to a sufficient quantity it has been complied with, but not as to the kind, 
because the parties who emi~rate have not been in the habit of using such pro
visions as the Act requires to be put on board. 

2224. You stated they used potatoes sometimes?-Generally, 
222,5- Are you not of opinion, that if the regulations of the Passengers Act 

were altered, that it would not be necessary to have one set of regulations for 
the passage to 1'\ ew York, and another to Quebec or Halifax ?-I should think 
one Bill might embody the regulations as to both; it is so in the manuscript Bill I 
have read. 

2226. How is it possible to carry into effect the regulations resfJecting the quan
tity of provisions, in the various small ports of the kingdom ?--There are no ports 
w here vessels clear out where there is not a collector of the customs, and it is the 
duty of his officers to see that the regulations of the Act are enforced. 

222j. You state tbeyare practically enforced in Liverpool, in consequence of 
your being appointed an agent to see that they are enforcerl ?-I was not appointed 
for the purpose of enforcing the regulations of the Act of Parliament, but rather to 
secure, under the sanction of the merchants of Liverpool, an office wbere the 
emigrants might find fair dealing. 

222f;. In point of fact, you see that they are fairly dealt by;-It is my duty to 
do so, and I act under a committee of merchants. 

2239. In the small ports of the kingdom, would the collector of the customs 
undertake tbat duty which you perform at Liverpool:- I imagine it would not be 
necessary in small ports of the kingdom, because there is not much emigration froUl 
them; and the imposition is not generally upon the part of the captain;;, but on the 
part of persons who act as passenger brokers, who are under no sanction or control, 
and who, in Liverpool, generally speaking, are lIlen of bad character. 

2230. If the regulations for passages on board British vessels were vexatious or 
inconvenient, would not the effect be to drive the passengers to American vessels?
Certainly it would. 

2231. You bave stater! the tonnage of vessels going out from Liverpool to the 
British colonies; is not that tonnage so milch greater tban can possibly be wanted 
for the accollllllodation of any nUlllbt'r of emigrants that may be going, that there 
can be no temptation on the part of shipowners, even without any Act of Parlia
ment, to overload their vessels with passengers?-The temptation rests here; the 
captain of a vessel will not take a few passengers at a very low rate, and a broker 
will take up one vessel, although there may be ten in the port, and that vessel, in 
consequence of taking a 10ller rate of freight than the others, will be overcrowded, 
whilst the otbers go empty; if there were proper regulations, each vessel would take 
her proportion. 

2232. What is the usual time of vessels sailing from Liverpool to the British 
possessions?-From the early part of April to September or October. 

2233- If any alteration were made in the Passengers Act, would it not be very 
convenient that those provisions should be carried into effect at an early period?
It would be desirable certainly that it should be carried into effect early. 

2234. Most of the ships sail in the month of May?-A great many sail in June 
and July. 

2235. With regard to the manufacturers that you state go out in such numbers, 
do they carry Ollt any implements of thtir trade with them?-They are not allowed 
by law to take out certain articles relating to the linen, cotton, silk, and woollen 
manufactures. 
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2236. Are you inclined to think they take them out clandestinely to any extent? 
-Not to any great extent. 

2237. From your situation, can you inform the Committee, whe~her there is a 
considerable demand for operative weavers emigrating, in the Umted States?
There has been a greater demand than exists at present, in consequence of th~ low 
price of manufactured goods in this country. I understand the manufactures In the 
United States are not prospering, but, notwithstanding tha~, the weaver? are going 
out fast, and I have letters, stating that they understand theIr prospect wIll be good 
in the United States. 

2238. There is at present a demand for an increase of population in the United 
States from this country?-There appears to be so. 

2239. Can you give the Committee any letters that will show the disposition that 
exists among the manufacturers to emigrate ?-I can leave these letters, which I will 
hand in. I have selected these for that purpose, from about 150 letters I have 
received upon the same subject. 

[The Witness delivered in thefollowing Letters.] 

C'Sir, "March J g, 1827." 
" I HAVE to inform you, that cannot get ready to go to 

Portsmouth, so he will go in the same ship with the rest of his neighbours, to New 
York. Sir, you must do the best you' can for them, and state the lowest that they 
can go for, as they are poor \\'orking people that is driven from their homes to 
seek a living ill a foreign land, having collected their little remains to go witb, 
and they will but have little to stop in Liverpool, so I would have you to be 
particular about the time of sailing. The first fatuily is and 
wife and eight children; four sons, the first is twenty years, the second eighteen, 
the third sixteen, the fourth thirteen and a half; four girls, the first eleven years, 
the second eight, the third six, the fourth four; that makes ten in that family. The 
second family is widow herself and five sons; one is twelve years old; 
that makes six in that family. The third family is and wife, and three 
daughters and one son; one daughter a woman, one eight years old, one twelve 
years, one six months; son fifteen weeks old; that is six in that family. The fourth 
family, and wife, daughter seventeen years old, 
thirteen, eleven and six months, ten, eight, six, 
four, two and six months, six months; that is eleven in that family. 
There is one man and his wife; there is six men; that is all at present; total forty. 
one. Sir, there is a woman of the name of from Darwen, she wants to 
know what ship will sail the next, as she wants to go to her husband; you kuow 
her husband, he sailed in the she sailed on the 3d of January. Now, 
Sir, you must let me know by the return of post, as she may be makin~ ready, as 
she wishes to sail on the first of April, or as soon after as possible. So I remain 

" Yours, with the greatest respect, 

" 
Directed to " 

" Mr. William S. Fitzhugh, 
No. 11, Brook's-square, Cooper's-row, Liverpool." 

" Sir, 14 l\Iay, J 826." 
:' HA VING, t~rough. the. got information of your benevolent insti· 

tutlOn, I ~hall wlt~ gratitude ~vaJl myself of the benefit it may alford in gil·jng tbe 
necessary IllfonnatlOn respectmg passages to the States. I am a weaver hy trade, 
and has for some years ~ack been engaged in the management of power-looms; 
I have .a Illfe and four children, t.be oldest eight year~ of age. My object is to go to 
th~ U.mted ~tates, but not kno'nng at what place It would be likely for to meet 
w!th Imme~\at~ employ, .I would be thaukful for information on that point. A 
fn.end of nune Ill~ends gomg with me, he is a dresser for power.looms; he has a 
WIfe a~d. two children, the oldest four years of age; but I fear his means will not 
be sufficlcnt to accoillplish his desire; he can raise but 8/. and it is not in my 
p.ower to be of any service to him, as 14/. is all I can realize. You now see our 
situation; if. ~ou thi~k what I have stated \\'ill be sufficient to pay passa.g~ and 
se;ure provlslo~S. WIth the Decess~ry expenses of conveying our families to 
Liverpool, we WIll be very thankful If you would engage a passage for us to what· 

ever 
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e\'er place you think most likely to find employment. We cannot be ready sooner 
than the 20th of this month, and to stop much lon~er would be attended with 
inconvenience. Please let us know if certificates will be required in passing the 
Custom. In doing these things, you will very much oblige your humble Servant." 

" 
Directed 

., W. S. Fitzhugh, Passengers Office, 
1], Brook'~-square, Cooper's-row, Liverpool." 

" To the American Chamb~r of Commerce. 

" Gentlemen, "May 29, ] 826." 
" WE would take it as a particular favour, if you would state the rate of passage 

for a man and his wife, with one child, without victuals; what for a man and his 
wife, and five children, all under twelve years of age, without victuals.-P. S. Please 
to state rate of passage without victuals, for one man, all to Boston. We are 
cotton spinners, and could wish to change our situation for that of a better, as we 
hear our business is improving very much in the United States of America. 'Ve 
remain, Sir, your very humble Servant, 

" 

Directed to 
" Mr. W. S. Fitzhugh, 

Cooper's-row, Liverpool." 

" 

" Sir, "Aug. the 28th, 1826." 
" I HOPE you will excuse my boldness in taking the liberty in addressing these 

few lines to you, I, and others, wishing to inform you, that I 
and others wish to go to America, and we desire your assistance holV to proceed, 
and to put us in the way. I now inform you of the place that we are intending 
to go, the name of the place is three miles from America; this 
is our information that we have obtained. The name of one of the employers is 

cotton manufacturer; the establishment is cotton spinning, cotton 
weaving, and printing the same. I "ill take the management of 
spinning if I can get a situation, as being in that occupation upwards of 24 years, 
and has assisted in gaiting six new mills of cotton spinning. The next is my 
friend cotton carder for 26 years, and has assisted in gaiting ten 
new cotton mills. The next is an engineer, and is qualified to take the manage
ment of an cngine in all its branches, and is also a coal miner, and understand
ing its branches. I have four sons and two daughters, all 
qualified for work, three spinners, one machine maker. has two 
spinners, and two girls that 1V0rk in the preparing part. has one 
son a joiner, and four daughters that work in the preparing part, that is, in the 
card-room. I must say that self praise j, no commendation, but I can assure you 
that they are as useful as any three families that can be produced in Lancashire. 
We ha\'e the means in our olVn hands of getting over, that is, paying our own 
passage; we are all in work, and do not intend to remove until spring. We could 
wish, if possible, to get information from the firm above mentioned, as we have 
a great desire to tread upon the land of freedom. The reason we wrote to you is, 
by one of your cards being put into our hands; we hope you will be honest, 
and please to give us every information you can, and inform us how soon we 
may obtain a letter from the firm. Sir, please to write by return of post. Direct 
for Lancashire. 

" Your most obedient and humble Servant, 
Ie " 

Directed to " Mr. W. S. Fitzhugh, 
No. II, Brook's-square, Cooper's-row, Liverpool." 
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" Sir, "l\Iay 30, 1826." 
" THIS is to inform you I am intending to go to either New y-ork or Philadel

phia, and what will the passage be if it is paid down? But I thmk ~ cannot raise 
the money before I land, because I have a quantity of goods to dispose of that 
I really callnot make my money of in this country. But further, I will hire myself 
for six or twelve months at my business; or your captain may bind me first for 
that time, if he will give a wacres that will keep me and my wife, for there is no 
good to be done in this part. 01 have a few more friends will go, if you will take 
the hiring proposal. I would wi.sh you ~o write by return of post, whether you 
will take the proposal of the before·mentIoned, and after you have sent me an 
answer I will pay you for the same. Wbcn you write, direct to 

and you will oblige me, I could wish to sail 
about August or September vessel." 

Directed" 1\lr. W. S. Fitzhugh, 
11, Brook's-square, Cooper's·row, Liverpool." 

" Sir," 5th Nov. 1826." 
" HAVING seen one of your cards, whereby it appears you are in the habit of 

engaging emigrant passengers to America, and also affordin~ them useful informa· 
tion, I have, in consequence of that, taken the liberty to desire you will have the 
goodness to state the lowest price for which you could engage a company of pas· 
sellgers either for Philadelphia or Baltimore (suppose ten in number;) and also to 
ask, whether you can point out any establishment in the United States where they 
are likely to want a number of intelligent operatives or mechanics. In like manner, 
I beg you will inform me whether you will have a ship going out to either of the 
above places on or about the first day of January 1827. 

" Yours, &c. &c. &c. 
Directed to " 

" W. S. Fitzhugh, 
Cooper's-row, Liverpool." 

" :-'1', " February 28th, 1827." 
" 1:-; consequence of the numerous applications made at this office by persons 

wishing to emigrate to the United States, as to the proper offices to apply at for 
information respecting freight and p'issage, w'e are disposed to recommend the 

as a desirable medium for advertising; and, from its extensive 
circulation. in this. and the adjoining counties, it is highly probable that much 
valuable IIltormatlOn would be conveyed into those districts, where the present 
commercial distress prevails in an eminent degree. All favours will be thankfully 
received, and promptly attended to. 

" I am, Sir, 
" " 

" " 

" Sir, Feb. 5th, 1827." 
." I BEG permission to say, that two competent managers, fitters-up and engin~

~ullders, which two me~hanics are thoroughly acquai'lted with all kinds an~ a~dl
Uons .of the. stea~ ~ngl11e, and a great many other machineries, such as welghlllg
machmcs, nllll wnghtmg, corn-mill manufacturers. &c.; and one of thel1l is greatly 
acqu~i~ted with blast-furnaces, i. c. the managing of them; the other with the art 
of mlXllIg me!als, commonly called a reener-out or a refinery man, i. e. one "ho. 
wurks 11 refinmg fir? They are both competent managers and manufacturers 01 

pumps, &c. In reality, they are two of the first-rate comlllon mechanics, and they 
can 
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caw produce characters, as such, from their masters and from them for whom they 
have manufactured engines, &c. Sir, I solicit you, if you please, to write to me, 
saying whether the tW? men can .have their passage paid for tl~em pre.vious to tl:~ir 
going on board of ShIP, to go IOto any part of the North of America, but New 
York is much desired, and the time when the next ship sails for New York. 
-Please to direct for 

" 

" Sir " 
" IN c~nsequence of a note from you, in a letter sent me from Liverpool by 

I take the liberty to write this to you, and request by return of 
post, if possible, ;\1 answer to the following queries: 1st. When will the next 
vessel leave Liverpool for New York. 2d. What will be the lowest fare for a single 
man's passage there; what for a lll~n and his wife, and three children. 3d. What 
will be the expense of provisions for the voyage; in short, with how slllall a sum 
could a single man be sure of being taken from Liverpool to NelV York for, and the 
same as to a man with a family of 3 or 4 children. An answer from you to these 
questions will much oblige Yours truly, 

" 

" Sir, "J une 5th, 1 8~6." 
" I SHALL thank you to send me correct information on the following heads 

of Emigration: J sl. Is there any American vessel that will take passengers free, 
if they will be bound to serve for a limited time, for their passage, and how long, 
and what sort will suit best. 2d. What will be the fare, per head, if a few engage 
to work what they call their passage over. 3d. What is the lowest, per head, to 
go in the steerage, having all things found by the captain, and what, if they pro
vision for themselves; also, the time of sailing of any American vessel you think 
will suit the above questions. Please to direct as soon as possible hy the post. 
Direc~ " 

" Sir, "J une 1 Ith, 1826," 
" I COU LD wish you to send me a few lines concernillg a passage to the U lIited 

States of America, as I am very desirous of going to that country, if it be possible 
that I can get there, for I have some friends in the county of La Fayette Province, 
in Pensyl vania, if I was once there; therefore I could wish YOll to send me word 
how to proceed about going, and what you think is the lowest possible fare to 
Philadelphia or Baltimore, as I am a poor man and can get no work here, and 
about a few months since could command as much money as would have taken me 
there well, but now is reduced to the small sum of four pounds, and is working for 
meat. I hope you will excuse me for writing to you, but as I could wish to be 
informed on the subje<:t, and seeing 

There are several more are desirous to go, iJut I am very desirous to go, 
so I hope you will send me word how to apply, and what you think of it, and write 
to me as soon as you can. Yours, 

" 

" Sir, "May 3d, 1826." 
" WE have a young man and bis wife but no family, also a single young man, 

in tbis neighbourhood, desirous of going to N ew York or Boston, and they have 
desired me to write to you, to know what is the most reasonable passage"in the 
steerage; also, whether beds, or what furniture would be useful; also, what it will cost 
to provide proper provisions, in short how much it will cost them from the time they 
go into the ship till they are landed. You will, I dare say, remember my brother 
" going out and taking some men last summer. Y Ollr answer to this 
unmedlately will oblige. We perceive some of the newspapers say there has been 
some disturbances and lives lost in it is all lies, every thing is very quiet, and 
the people will all defend their own mills, having pikes and fire-arms, 

" 

.1.iO, G 'J 

'" 

" Your obedient Servant, 

" 

Mr, 
11'. S. l'itzhugh. 
~ 
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" Sir, "l\Iay 3d, 1826." 
" "'E write unto you, to inform us whether there is any printers wanted i[) 

America, or not; and if there is any wanted, will y~:lU have. the goodness ~o write 
a few lines unto us, and the money you take for one, sail and vIctuals, from Ln'erpool 
to America. And will you have the goodness to write the time your ships is ~oing 
off; and if you write a few lines, direct it to calico-printer, 

I forgot this, couh] you do such a thing as hire two; 
jf you could, write a few lines unto me as soon as you can make it convenient, and 
we "ill make you a visit." - - -

2210. Have you received any account from any of the poorest persons, of those 
whom you have assisted to emigrate, of their present situation there :-- I havp seen 
letters from some of them to their friends, recommending them to come out to them; 
a man will frequently go out and leave his family in England, having only money 
enough to take himself over, but by labouring there a ypar or a year and a half he 
obtained sufficient to send for his family; that occurs every year; and sometimes II'C 

have sixty or seventy individuals in a vessel, whose passages are paid in America by 
their friends, who have gone out lIithout any property. 

22.+ I. Do you know the greatest quantity that went out last year ?-I cannot witt.. 
any positive certainty state the number that emigrated from Liverpool; it might 
be from five to six thousand. 

2242. Do the vessels that go out generally go full of steerage passengers '-Not 
full; they have only one for every two tons of actual space; but generally, in 
ronsequellce of having so many vessels going out, one for every five tOllS of register 
burthcll is taken; there are so many veosels going out from Liverpool, that there is 
no necessity to overload them, and where they have been ol'crloaded, it arises 
entirely from the law permitting a great number to go in one \ c~sel, by which means 
it becomes the interest of the party to make exertions to get one vessel, and one 
only, full. 

:l243. Is the tendency of voluntary emigration to the United States more to the 
northern or southern districts ?-Entirely to the northern; there are none go to 
the south\\'ard of Virginia, or Maryland. 

2:244. Nor to the northward of New York?-Yes, some to Boston. 

Mr. Thomas Adams, called in; and Examined. 

2245. WHERE do you reside r-At Mildenhall, in Suffolk. 
2246. Will you state shortly the circumstance regarding the poor in your parish? 

-At the present moment, the number of persons paying rates are 268; those 
unable to pay, 31.1; paupers in tbe workhouse, 37; maintained out of the house, 
from the poor-rates, 87; making a total of 124 ;-110 employed in useless or un
necessary Inboul',6g men and 41 boys. The amount of the poor-rates in 1822, 
was 2,714/. 6s. 1 d.; in 1823, 3.15 tl.; in 1 ::124, 3,807/.; in 1825, 3,968/.; in 
1826, 3,420/.; the assessment of tbe parish 7,0001.; the assessment at two-thirds 
of the rack-rent. There are upwards of 16,000 acres of land in the parish. The 
parish of ~lildeDhali is situated on the borders of a fen, called the Bedford Level, 
and the ~abourers would not be inclined to emigrate, as many of them, during the 
months trom l\lay to 0: ovember, are employed in the fen called the Bedford Level, 
some. of tbem ~t a distance of from 40 to 60 miles from home, where their earnings 
are: In l1!any Instances, sufficient to support them through the year; but as the 
parish ?fficers are u.l'mble to ascertain what their earnings are, they come upon them 
Immediately on theIr return home, and thev are maintained at the expense of the 
parish. • 

. 2247· Have 'yo~ had. an opportunity of reading or understanding the Evidence 
gl~en before tLls CommIttee, upon. the .subject of charging the parochial rates, to 
raIse a fund for the purposes of EmIgratIOn r-l have. 

2:l4~. Are you of opinion that the rate-payers of Mildenhall would be disposed 
to avaIl themselves of any legislative measurf', to char~e themselves with a fund 
neC'.essary to defray the expenses to get rid of the redundant poor ?-I think they 
would. 

:2249· Do you think they would he disposed to consent to pay for 10 years, 
i I. J Os. per .annuo:, to raise 60 t. to get rid of a family consisting of a man, woman, 
and three children ~-I think they would. 
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Mm-tis, S· die Apilis, 1827. 

The Lord Bishop of Chester, attending by permission of the House 
of Lords; Examined. 

2250. YOUR Lordship is Chairman of the London Committce for the R~lief . The Lord 

f I 1\1 " . D' . . I I . hi' h Bishop of Chester. o t le anulactunng Istncts ~- am not permanent c 1.1Irman; t e ru e IS, t at '----.. _ ---./ 
the memuer of the committee who is the first in attendance skill take the chair; ./"""" 3 April, 
I, living near the place where the committee meets, have very oftcn the honour to 18'27. 

fill the chair: 
2251. Has the proposed piau of Emigration been taken into consideration by the 

London Relief Committee ?-It has. 
2252. Has your Lordship, as chairman of the committce, any Resolutions to 

report to this Committee, ,,,bich took place on Saturday last ?-I have. After some 
discussion, the Committee for the Relief of the distressed l\1anufacturers have come 
to the following resolution, that the sum of 25,000 I. be appropriated to promote the 
object of Emigration; it being understood that twice that SUIII will be furnished from 
some other source, and that it is to ue appropriated in such a manner, ullder the 
direction of tbe Emigration Committee, or of persons appointed by the proper 
authority, as may be satisfactory to the Relief Committee. 

:.!253. Are the Committee to ullderstand that the grant of 25,0001. from the 
London Relief Committee is not to take place, except under the condition that 
50,0001. are obtained from some other source :-1 think I may an"wer to the 
Committee, that such is their feeling; the question itself was not discussed, but that 
is the basis that was procceded UpOIl Ii'om the beginning. 

2254. Is it the opinion of the London Committee as a body, that relief afforded 
by means of emigration is not only the most effectual, Lut in point of fact the 
cheapest means of relief which can be given in the present state of distress ?-It is 
nolV decidedly the opinion of the committee, that it is uoth the cheapcst and the 
most effectual method. That it is the cheapest, may be proved Ly a very simple 
calculation; that it is (he most effectual is matter of opinion, about which ti,is 
Committee are milch more competent to form their judgment tban we are. ,\Ve 
certainly are of that opinion, thinking that it is extremely advantageous to draw off 
the redundant population, as not only increasing tile employment of those who 
remain, and raising their wages, but also as taking off the materials of future 
distress. 

2255. Are the Committee to unrlerstand from the reservation which your Lord
ship mentions as to the disposal of the money ueing satisfactory to the Relief 
Committee, that they are disposed to cOlJsider as satisfactory the expenditure of 
601. per family upon their location in the provinces. according to the plan pro
posed ?-I understand quite so; and allY doubt which l1Iay exist as to ;be future 
disposal of the money voted by that committee, does not refer to the amount which 
is to be expended upon the cost of emigration, but rather to the description of 
persons for whose advantage it is to be expended. I will explain in a few words 
what I mean: the London Committee for the Helief of the distressed l\Ianufacturers 
~ave all along cOllsidered that enough has not been done in Scotland, by the 
II1habitants of that part of the United Empire, for the relief of their local distresses. 
'~e have had considerable difficulty not only in the first instance in obtaining con
tflbutions, but in obtaining information from Scotland as to the mode in which they 
have distriuuted our granis; and it is only within the last week that we have had 
any such account of the distribution of our grants as can be deemed at all satis
~ac~o:y. We have voted very large sums to Scotland, which we believe have be.en 
Judlclous~y and effectively distributed; but we think we have not been treated with 
that conhdence by the managers of charitable fUllds in Scotland nhich the extent of 
our liberality to them deserved. I do not speak of the local contributions in tbe 
respective districts, uut of the central committee in Edinburgh. I do not wish to 
cast the least reflection on the exertions macle in Lanarksl~ire and Renfrewshire, 
which have been highly praiseworthy. Our receiptsfi-om S~ot.land ha~e been almost 
n~ne; and we are persuaded that the great mass of subscnptlOns whIch have been 
raised for the relief of the distressed manufacturers in this country has been con-
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tributed under an impression, that it was to he chiefly, if not entirely, ~xpen.de~ in 
relievinrr the pressure which bore so heavily upon our own manllfacturm~ distrIcts, 
more p~operly so call~d .. ".' e have not indeed ac.t~(! strictly .ant~ exclusively u~on 
that principle in the distrIbutIOn of our fundE, but It m apportlOnmg the sum. which 
we have voted for the promotion of Emigration! i~ should a'ppe~r to the puuhc that 
by far the greater portion of it has gone to assist m t.he e~IJlgratlO~ of weavers from 
Scotland some dissatisfaction would perhaps be excited m the mlllds of those who 
contribu;ed to the fund' and that, I think, is one of the great difficulties which 
embarrass the present pr'oceeding of the London Committee in conjunction with the 
Emigration Committee. I am not prepared to say that we must not brave that 
opinion of a part of the public, but 1 am quite pers:Iaded that there would be. some 
dissatisfaction if we made a very large grant for emigrants, the greater proportIOn of 
which was to go to Scotland. 

2:25 6. Is your Lordship aware that very ~xtensive preparation:, have .ueen made. 
and are in a (Treat ~tate of forwardness at this moment, for remoVIng emigrants from 
Renfrewshire band Lanarhshire, which there is reason to believe IJave not taken 
place in the manufacturing districts of England ,-I have understood so only from a 
statement made hy ;\11'. Stanley, on Saturday last, to the Relief Committee. 1 do 
not mean to infer that we have given to Scotland more than Scotland wanted, or 
nearly so much; but we have given more to Scot!and,.in p~op?rtioll to ~he contri
butions from Scotland, than we have to the manutacturIng distrIcts here, m propor
tion to their contributions; and I think it ought not to be forgotten, thaI the most 
distressed of the manufacturincr districts in England have, to the last, contribcHed 
most liberally to our funds. C) ~ 

225i. Are there any means of ascertaining the amount of subscriptions to the 
London Relief Committee which have been outained from the several districts of 
EnglHnd and Scotland :-Certainly. 

2258. Has your Lordship any reason to believe that any of the contributions 
made by the Relief Committee have been to the effect of producing any permanent 
relief, or that they have not ueen entirely appropriated hitherto to supply the means 
to the sufferer of living from day to day:-l do not apprehend that any measures 
which we have adopted can properly be called measures tenriill,C: to the pt:rmanent 
relief of the poor; but Ire have certainly endeavoured to comuine the two objects, 
of present relief with present usefulness and labour; and to that end, we have 
made considerable grants, for the purpose of enablil!g the local cOlllluittees, and 
latterly under the direction of 1\11'. M'Adarn, to repair the roads of those districts 
where such repairs were much wanted. \r e have not devised (indeed I do not 
see how it is possible Ire should devise) any permanent employment for the men, 
or point out any lIelV channels into which their labour could be permanently 
diverted; but we have been aillays desirolls of doing something more than merely 
relieving the present wants of nature; we have always wished, if possible, to teach 
the poor people that they must not expect eleemosynary reliet~ unless they were 
disposed to give, in return, such a proportion of their labour as could be reasonably 
asked for. 

2259· Is your Lordship of opinion there has been a less disposition on the part 
?f the richer classes in Scotland to contriuute to the relief of the distressed persons 
Ill. that country, than has existed, in a proportionate manner to their means, in 
~hls ?-~ really do not possess data sufficient to give an opinion, which would 
J!l~o~ve III some measl~re the c!laracter of that country; I really \\'Ould not give an 
o~lIllOn upon that sub~ect; but thus myc.h I must say, that we did not in the outset 
ot our labol~rs expenence that cordialIty on the part of the leading people of 
Scotland winch we thought lIe haJ a right to expect; they carne and asked for 
large ~ums, ~ut they would not tell us \Ihat they would uo at home. It was a 
long time betore the Ediuburuh committee would hold free communication with 
us; it was not until we made ~n express stipulation tbat they should not have any 
mo?ey from ?S, unless they gave us an account of tbe SUlllS which they raise.d, ~nd 
theIr expenditure at home, Ibat we could establish any thino like commUllIcatlOn 
with them. '" 

2260. YOUI' Lordship had opportunities, not oilly as connecteu \Iith the London 
Rehef Committee, b.ut also !n your personal vi"itaiion of your diocese, of making 
yourself well. aC9uamted With the state of the lower classes witbin it; perhaps 
your Lordship will be good enough to inform the Committee which of the manu-

facturing 
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facturing districts are. comprised within the dioc.es.e of Chester?-The whole of 
Lancashire and CheshIre, a part of the West Rldmg of YorkshIre, the southern 
parts of Cumberland and WestmorIand, but I hardly know whether that is to be 
called a manufacturing district. 

2261. In general terms, the Committee may understand the diocese of Chester 
comprises almost the whole of the northern English manufacturing districts?
With the exception of the clothing district of Yorkshire, a small proportion of which 
only is within the diocese of Chester. 

2262. In the visitations which your Lordship has made in your diocese, wbat 
has appeared to you to be the general slate of the lower and middling classes at 
this moment ?-In the course of the last summer I had occasion to IZO twice 
into what may perhaps be considered the must distressed part of the ;IJanufac
turing district at that time; comprising Manchester, Doltoll-in-the-~Ioors, New
church in Rossendalc, the neighbourhood of Burnley, the towo of BlackburIl, and 
the adjacent country; and, as far as was consistent with the official duties about 
which I was employed, I made it my particular business to inquire into the 
state of the manufacturing population, having previously been in correspondence 
with the clergy of the di!fen:nt parishes situated in the manufacturing districts, 
through whom, in conjunction with the more respectable inhabitants of the re
spective parishes, grants from the London Committee were in general transmitted 
to those districts. My first visit was in September, and my second about six weeks 
afterwards; I did not find at that time the distress quite so great as it had been 
represented to be. I was told by the most intelligent manufacturers, that they 
had sometimes experienced a more intense distress, but none more general or 
more sudden. Amongst the people themselves I observed the greatest quietne,s 
and good order, a degree of contentedness, under pressure to which they" crl' 
quite unused, which excited my admiration. Since that time, 1 have cvery reason 
to believe that while in some placcs the distress has been very considerably dimi
nished, in others it has increased in at least an equal proportion. I am satistied, 
from inquiry, that there was no probability of a return, to any considerable extent, 
of employment to the hand-loom weavers; yet I am also satisfied that the decay 
of that branch of trade will by no means be so sudden as has been apprehended. 
In the town of Bolton alone, I believe, there are 1I0t fewer than 8,000. hand-loom 
weavers, and the local committee of lhat place, who are remarkably intelligent 
and active, seemed utterly to despair of employment for the greater part of that 
number, el'en should manufactures revive to a grcater extent than is at present 
anticipated. There are two distinct classes of hand-loom weavers in Lancashire; 
those who are living in the large towns, for instance in Bolton, and those in the 
country places amongst the bills, who are not only halld-loom weavers, but also 
little farmers, and they are at thi~ moment by far the most distrcssed class of persons 
in Lancashire, for it has been their custom to take small tracts of land at hi"h 
rents, which the husband and his sons cultivate, while the woman and h~r 
daughters have two, three or four hand-looms in the house, from the profits of 
which they have been accustomed to pay their rents; and it is obvious to remark, 
.that at the same time that their loom-work fails them, their poor-rates arc increased, 
for the relief of other weavers who have no land, and so they are ruined in tl\O 
uirections. ' 

2263. In. the case of those hand-loom weavers who are also small farmers, lIpon 
what. duratIOn of lease do they generally hold, or are they tenants at will?
I be~leve they are generally tenants at will; one gentleman told me he had a very 
conSIderable tract of land all at once thrown upon his hands in the neighbourhood 
of Blackburn. In some of those country places, particularly for instance Padiham, 
the poor-rates during the last year increased to six-and-twenty shiilings in the pound 
upon the rack-rent. 

2264. Has your Lordship any means of estimating the proportion between those 
two classes of weavers, those who are congregated in towns and those dispersed in 
the country?-I should think, putting l'.Ianchester out of the que:;tion, that those 
hand-loom weavers in the country are very nearly equal to those in the towns. 

2205. What is the population from whom the poor-rate is levied ?-As far as 
we can collect from our returns, all but the poorest are assessed for the relief of 
the very poorest, such as in the parish of Bethnal Green, where the poor have 
bee~ 8~pporting the poor, till at last they are no longer able to go on, and now the 
parIsh IS borrowing money. 
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:2266. Do those poor li\'e in houses built for the purpose of holding weavers, and 
not the property of the weavers themselves :-1 am hardly ~ompetent to say how 
the houses are built; ill many places W!lere a large factury IS set lip. cottages are 
built by the proprietor of the factory, or the landowner or the person possessed of 
land, "bich he lets on lease to the manufacturers. 

22()i. Is the Committee to understand that it is in your Lordship's opinion, that 
the hand-loom weavers of those CO:lntry districts are in greater dIstress than the 
hand-loom weavers in the towns ;-1 think so, certainly. 

2268. 'Vould it not abo appear, that from their knowledge, in some degree, of 
aariculture they would be likely to make better settlers in a new country than the 
r:en taken 'entirely from the towns. ?-U n.doubtedly; and 1 me~nt to. men.tion that 
as an advantaae; but I am afraId that IS one of the great eVIls whIch WIll attend 
this or any oth~r plan of emigration, that you must send the best workmen out of 
the country. 

226q. Does not your Lordship understand that in the towns the hand-loom 
weav€r~ will be sooner absorbed by the factories tban tbose in the country?- Yes. 
I think it may not be irrelcvant to state to the Comtn~ttec" that there is a gr~at 
distinction to be made between the hand-loom weavers In different towns; for 111-

stallce, a areat part of the weavers in 'Vigan are hand-loom weavers, hut fill' a long 
time they ~uffered cOlIlparatively no distress, the trade of Wigan kept up pretty well 
during the greater part of tbe distress; of course it depends wry much upon the 
nature of tbe goods they have to make. 

2C!io. Can your Lordship state whether lIlany of those persons who, according 
to your evidence, in such numbers receive relief from the parishes, are Irish, in the 
parts of Lancashire to which you refer?-There are certainly Irish in some of the 
smaller towns, and a very great proportion in the large tDlYllS, but I think not in 
the villages. 

2:2il. Your Lordship has stated, that at your last visit you found the distress 
increased in some districts and decreusc'd in olhers; ha,c the goodness to state 
whether that is applicable to any particular trade belonging to one district or the 
other ?-~o; I tbink it is very much referable to the circumstance to which 
allusion has been made, that in 'the iarger to\\ns the hand·loom weavers are more 
ready to take advantage of tbe least i;}crease in the facilities of labour afforded 
by the pO'oyer-loom:" and that they are absorded in the power-loom population. 
There i~ no such opportunity afforded to the band-loom "cavcrs in the villages, 
whose distress has been uniformly increasihg from the first decline of trade. 

22i 2 . Are the branches of the London Relief Committee so ~enerully spread 
that communications can be had withont loss of time with the class of hand-loom 
weavers in the districts of Yorkshire ;-Tbere will be no difficulty \\hatever. They 
are, however, not exactly branches of our committee, but they are local committees 
approved of by us, who have been in regular correspondence with us, and through 
whom any wish of our own, or of the Emigration Committee, can be immediately 
transmitted to the great body of the population. 

~2i3· Does your Lordship think that by means of those committees, and by the 
reSIdent g~ntl.emen, a return ~an be easily made of the number of persons in the 
re~oter dlst.ncts. of LancashIre, who would he ready to embrace an immediate 
ofter of emIgratIOn ?-I have no dOUbt such information could be very soon 
obtained. 

2:)i 4· Is it your opinion that the removal of a portion of the hand-loom weavNS 
from the towns would have any material effect on tbe circumstances of the other 
?ranch of hand-loom weavers who live in the country ?-If the halld-loom weavers 
In the towns. have enoug~ to do, they will not emigrate; and if they have not 
e?ough. to do, ?one of theIr work will go to the hand-loom weavers in the country. 
1 hcrc IS one CIrcumstance, howe,'cr which is somewha.t sin"ular that even at the 
pr~sent time, a" here a great degree' of distress prevails, as "in I3lackburn and the 
nelghbourhoo , "'ork is occasionally sent to hand-loom weavers at the distance of 
ifty luilcs fr?1ll th~ place. In the chapelry of Dent, between Sedbergh and 
Kendal, partIal rehef has been afforded to hand-loom weavinft by work sent frolll 
Blackburn. 0 

2275· .Has it come to your Lordship's knowledge tbat hand-loom weaving has 
bee~ carne~ OIl un~ler the superintendence of the overseers in some of the poorer 
panshes, WIth a VICW to a diminution of the rates lhoucrh not affordillO' any 
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remuneration to the workmen ?-1\ 0, I was not aware of that. l\Ir. 1\ oble, the The Lord 
cieroyman of "V halley, purchased materials and put out "ork to the distressed Bishup of Chester. 
wea~ers; they were paid for their work at a low rate, hut I believe not lower than ~ 
the price of weaving was at that time; it was given to those men who could not oet 3 April, 

I . I fl' k 't' I ,b 18'27 work as weavers, t ley were pallor t leI I' wor as I emp oyed by manufacturers; . 
but this was discontinued, from an apprehension that it was only adding to the evil, 
by increasing the stock of manufactured goods, which at that time o~erloadcd the 
market. 

:'!276. Is it YOllr Lordship's opinion that the state of distress of the country 
hand-loom weavers is such that they would readily embrace any prospect of an 
emigration which might be now helel out to them ?-I have no doubt of it, except 
in cases where peculiar local eonnexions tie them to the spot; but the great mass 
of them would, I am sure. 

2277. If the leases which these persons hold are generally for a year, what are 
the difficulties which your Lordship foresees in carrying into effect any system of 
immediate emigration, in regard to them ;--1 do not see any difficulty so far as they 
are concerned, but only to the effect of it on tbe prosperity of the country, so much 
land being immediately throll'n upon the hands of the landlords; that is a question 
which the landlords must consider. 

2278. Does your Lordship think that the rents of these lands have been paid?
Not fol' the last year, certainly. 

2279. Do you think there is a general feeling, on the p~l't of the owners of land 
in the districts of which you ha\'e ~poken, that they have to a ruinous extent sub
divided their lands, and over-built upon them?- I have not bad much conversation 
with the owners of lands, with the exception of "'.Ir. Hulton. I have no doubt they 
find, by dear-bought experience, tbat ,ueh is the case; but I am not prepared to 
state instances. 

:.l:.lSo. In point of fact, under the present circumstances, does your Lorelship think 
that the giving up those cottages, with the small portion of land belon,C?:ing to them, 
would be a material loss to the landlord ?-Up to the last year they paid, 1 believe, 
large rents for their cottages; it is not unusual to pay as much as eight pounds per 
annum for a cottage. 

22::1I. Supposing it were proved that there is no expectation of that class of 
small farmers and manufactlirers having a return of profitable trade, would not the 
means of paying rent for those lands and cottages equally be lost to the landlord:
If it were possible to take away any class of weavers, the consequence of whose 
emigration should be the return of work to those cOllntry weavers, that wOLdd I'l'liJ:ti's 
be the most desirable thing which coulel be done; but I do not see :1011 that it is to 
be effected; I do not, as I observed before, see that the taking away time 01' four 
thousand hand-loom weavers in any large town, would throw much work into the 
hands of the country weavers. 

2282. Will your Lordship have the goodness to state what you consider would 
be the effect of the removal of a large number of country hand looms, on the situa
tion of the remaining hand-loOlII weavers in the country districts r-It must be an 
improvement, for, whatever work there is, or a great part of that work, will remain 
for a time. I tbink some considerable time must elapse bef()re the hand-loom 
weaving will be quite extinct. If half of the weavers in any cOllntry place were 
removed, there will of course be more work and bigher wages for those who remain; 
and they will, it is to be hoped, find out some other reso:J1 ces ag~inst the time when 
the final extinction of that branch of labour takes place. ' 

2283. If such increase of remuneration arose to those woo remain, and the 
houses of the persons remover! were not pulled down, what other modes would 
exist, of preventi:lg other persons coming into the neigtlbollJ'ho')d, to take up their 
places ?-I was about to take the liberty of remarking, that frolll the inquiries 
I have made on that point, I am satisfied that unless the Legi:;iature adopts some 
measure for bettering the state of Ireland, simultaneously with that of the manu
facturing districts of Scotland and England, you may carry Emigration to ,almost 
any ~xtent, \vithout producing any good efiect; for if you withdraw a certam pro
portion of the population from Lancashire, in order to increase the wages and 
comforts of those who remain, you will immediately have an iilflux from Ireland 
of persons who, from their peculiar habits of life, can afford-when I use the ter~l 
afford, I mean that they can bear, with relation to their natural wants-to 1'10:(,; 
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for a much smaller sum than the Lancashire weavers can; and therefore the places 
of those who emigrate, will be occupied by weavers from Ireland; we find that is 

the case now. 
2:!84. When ~'our Lordship speaks of ameliorating the state of ~rela~1d, are the 

Committee to understand your Lordship to refer to a plan of EmIgratIOn for the 
superabundant poplliation; as applied to the state of that country?-I am not 
prepared to gi~'e an opinion on that point; but if emigration i,; to be encouraged 
from Ireland, it must be an emigration westll'ard, and not eastward. 

2285. If the effect of the removal either of the town or country weavers were to 
raise wages, has your Lordship any doubt that the master manufacturers lIould 
make immediate efforts to supply their place )-1 have no doubt that the master 
manufacturers there, who are a very peculiar class of men, would make every effort 
to supply their place with those Irisb labourers. The master manufacturers, I am 
afraid, do not feel that interest in the local prosperity of the country where they live, 
which is felt by the farmers and agriculturists. 

2286. Upon the rise of "'age,, the tendency would be fur the master manufac
turers to bring in Irish workmen, and the tendency of the Irish population would 
be to flow in ?-I have no doubt of it; for the master manufacturers in Lancashire 
consiuer them as located there only for a time. I am not speaking of the men 
of substance, who set out in business with a capital, but of the men who rise from 
the loom, and, as soon as they can make a small sum of money, huild a factory of 
a certain size, and in the course of a few years accumulate a property, lIith which 
they are perhaps content; they then migrate, and their places are supplied by 
others. Persons of this description do not fed the same interest in questions which 
relate to the permanent prosperity of the country, as those who are attached to it by 
the ties of soil. 

2:2Si. Are those persons who come over from Ireland as general workmen, 
persons who are able to fill up the places of the weavers, and engage ill that line of 
business r-Not in general, I should think; but they are able to fill up the places 
of the power-loom workmen; they would require very little training for part of the 
work of the power-loom, and so they would stand in the way of the hand-loom 
weavers being taken up in the power-loom population. 

2283. If the hand-loom weavers were once removed, is there no dange .. of their 
places being filled up by future importations from Ireland ?-I scarcely know the 
state of the Irish population with respect to weaving; I fancy there are a good many 
who can weave . 

• :22~Y, During the period that high wages prevailed in these districts, did the 
Insh pOPlllation interfere to any considerable extent with the people of the 
country?-I believe to a considerable extent with respect to one town (which how· 
ever I do not mention as an instance of a town connected with the cotton trade) 
I mean the town of l\Iacclcsfielcl; a great number of Irish settled there' and we 
h~ve information fro~ Macclesfield, t.h~t within the last year, in conseq ue~ce of the 
dIstress, the populatiOn has been dlIllll11Shed to the amount of ti,ooo, of course by 
removals. 

2290. Were those Irish labourers generally employed in the manufactures:
Almost entirely in the manufactures. 

2:2~1. Does no~ your Lordship anticipate that tbe revival of demand would 
occ.aslOn the erectIon of power-loom manufactories, both in town and country, 
whIch would employ many who are 1I0W only hane-loom weavers :-1 have no 
doubt of that; but It would be a work of time. 

:.l29:!· Is ~our LOl:dship ll.w~re that the people of Macclesfield about two years 
ago put pll~iIc ~dvertIsements mto the newspapers, that they wanted men ~-Yes, 
they advertl~ed tor :;,000 men; but I do not think that the increase of population 
took place III consequence of that advertisement; it has been a process of some 
years. 

22~.;. Your Lordship never heflrd of an\' other case of an advertisement of that 
nature: - X o. • 

, 2294· Knowing the increased facilities of communication between Ireland and 
Eng~and, has your Lordship a doubt that the influx of Irish population has an im
:nedl~te tendency t? reduce t?e rate of wages in England to the level of the remu
,lelatl.ln of labour!l1 Irelan~ :-It has a tendency, and a direct tendency, although 
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perhaps not immediate; time is necessarily required for the process. The Irish 
lubourcrs do not all at once find their \ray into tbe factories, nor are they aLle all at 
once to set up looms; but that tbe tendency exists, and tbat it has produced very 
areat effects ill LRnca~hire, I am persuaded. 
'" 2295. Docs not Irish labour al"<1ys come into competition with agricultural 
lauour, in Lancashire and the "'e~tern parts :--I should think not to any great 
extent, except ill harl'est; the gr:';'lt body of Irish labourers who come over in 
harve,t tillle do not remain in Lancashire or Cheshire, but come on t') other parts 
of the kingdom; they seem rather to prefer the longr,t tour, for they gEt the most 
Uloney by it. 

2296. lias your Lordship had an opportunity uf bteing \rho are the !auollrers 
employed ~C'nerally in making the new roads in Lancaohire ?--That is a matter to 
which I did lIot kel myself called upon to pay any attention ti!1 lately. L.t,!y, the 
labourers on the roads have been chiefly Lancashire persons, and they have heclI 
paid with tlte money sent from OUI' Committee; we have hon-ever h~lll applications 
from sOllie places for grants to enilble them to relieve person.,; who have no claim 
luI' parochial relief, and lIe have uDderstllod tllilt in I1lilny cases tbey were Irish
men. In the case of Burnley, we had a distinct application for a considerable sum 
of money, to cmploy upon the: roads persons who had no claim upon tile parish. 
I should apprehend there arc froll! sixty to seventy thousan-l I I i.,ll ill the county of 
Lancaster. 

2297. Has your Lordsllip turned your attention to tile subject of EIlJi"r;llioll in 
gencral, as connected with the condition of the labouring poor in this Kingdolll'!-
I cannot say that I bave; it is not within tile sphere of Illy pursuits; it has been 
only the late distresses in Lancashire I\'hich have led me to !!:i\'c allY attention 
to it. I formerly acted for ten years as a nwc:iotra:,: in the a~ricllltural districts, 
\\ here this question was nut forced upon me; hilt another sul~iect has been forced 
upon me since I have becolile acquainted witb tbe manufacturing districts, namely, 
the enormous disproportion betHTcll tlie wages of the manufacturing and agricul
tural classes; and it h(ls always occurred to me, tbat a:1Y lIleasure tbat shouid tend 
to s(Jllldll:lv-,- li!·-,-~ an cql1<tlization of tbe tll'O, must be bcnet1ciul to the country lit 
larg;e. rllt with 1"C'pcct to tbe Ill<lnufacturing districts, I am "croll:.',iy 0\ opinioll 
that Eilligmtion is the lIlost I::lcdual if not ti,e ollly remedy for thc present state 
of thin~s. 

2::!93. Could your Lon.bbip "tute to tbe COlllllliltec the gl'eat di-;prol'ortioll that 
appears to you to exi,t between tIle two rates of II-agto :-Y 1:3. In the agricul
tural districts towards the east of England, for instance, Sufiolk, 1\ ort()lk, Essex, 
Cambridgeshire, and in the IlJiJland parts Uuckingham"bire, it is considered tbat if 
a man and his I\'ifc: and four children, for instance, six in nUIllI)CI-, elll (·,'m ten 
sbillings a week, he has no claim upon the parish jl)r assistance; Ilhcre~s ill the 
lllanufacturing districts cases have bt'cn brought under the notice of tllC HelieI' COIII
mittee, as cases of urgent distress, II here the same nUllluer of perEOns have ucell 
receiving twelve shilling;s a wcek. 

2299. As a general position, you I\'ould tbink that tbe late of lI'il!!:es tbroll~h the 
manufacturillg districts is Bluch better than tbe rate of wages throuuhtbe agric~ltllral 
districts ?-That it ,,'.'IS m'l(:li uetter. '" . 
• 2300. How should a systelll oiEmigratioll, I\'bich related morc particularly to tlie 
nH'nufactming populatioll, tend to produce all equalization :-:\t pre-cllt tbe II ages 
of. the weavers are milch belolV llIe 1\'Hges of the agriclJltural di~tricts, and should he 
raised, but not to their formcr !';Iandard. I consider tbat tbe manufacluring laiJollrer 
does, in poil1t 01 fact, require larger wages than the agricultural lauourer, to a certain 
extel~t; he is more constan~ly e?lplo}ed in a~l unhealtllY, irksome ClllploylllCllt, al1l1 
reqUIres bodily cOll1torts 01 a dltlerent descnptlOn fI 0111 those IrhiC:l are II anted by 
the agricultural labourer. 

23 0 I. l?ocs your ~onlsl!ip think that the condition of tbe lauouring; poor in some 
parts of thls country IS such as to require llIe SCI ious attclltion of the k;,i,!ature :--
Certailliv. . 

:23 0 2: The Committee lIIav consider that no svstcm of EIlI;"ration in yo!!r Lord
ship's view, would be cffectual, that did not go to tl:e root of ~he evil ill Ireland:
Not permancntlv effectual. 
. ~303· At ~he' salllC time your Lordship i" quite disposed to concur in the l'Xjl:l1-

dlture winch IS proposed to be made, for the Illlrpo,e of relJloving the tcmporary 
and prZi'i1I;'; di:·tr~'s at the present moment ?-Providcu that it ue con·micred liS it 
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first experiment, upon the iss~e of whi~h shall. depend th~ qu~stion of establishing 
a system of Emigration; and III that pomt of VICW, I consider It would be a cheap 

experiment. ... 
230 4. Does your LordshIp thmk that I~ the event of some of those \~·eav~rs 

beio" tilken to the Canadas, it would be desIrable to endea~-ollr hy some leg,~latlve 
enactlllent to make the manllfacturers, wbose interest it is immediately to fill up 
their places for the purpose of lowerin~ wa,!!:es, responsib!e to. the yari~h, that t~ey 
shall not brinrT a"ain an undue populatIOn 111to those parishes --1 hat IS a question 
which I am uri~u~ to answer; but it appears to me so direct an interference with 
the principles of free trade, ~bat I. hardly know how it is .to be don.e. ~I~ccl.esfie~d, 
I believe, is the only case 1\1 whIch there has been a threct pubhc apphcatlOn lor 
labourers from other fluarters. 

23 0 5. Your Lordship stated, that you thought tbe manufacturers had not the 
same interest as the rest of the parish in preventing the distress, to prevent which a 
SUl!i of money has been voted; - Yes. 

2306. Does not your Lordship think it wOlJld be fair and equitable to prevent 
their fetling it their interest to bring about a similar state of tbings again ?-I cannot 
speak to tbat. 

2307. Is your Lordship aware whether the cottages occupied by this class. half 
fanners and Lalf wcavers, are rated to the owners or tbe occnpiers ?-To the occu
piers certainlv. 

2308. Do'os vour Lordship apprehend that a system of rating the owners of those 
cotta"e~, rather· than the occupiers, would be a material cbeck u pOll the increase of 
cottages of this description ?-l think it would be a very beneficial measure, in almost 
every imaginable case, that the owner should be rated. 

2309. Does your Lordship apprebend the avcrage rate of wages for a series of 
years has veen lIJuch larger in the manufacturing than the agricultural districts?-
1 apprehend ,0. 

23 I o. Your Lordship has alluded to the condition of persons in the manufac
turing anrl agricultural districts, and you ;oeem to give very much the preference to 
the average conditiun of the people in the agricultural districts ?-No; I said it 
,,'auld be desirable. if possihle, thEre should ue sOlIH-'thing like an average of the 
whule; I did 110t mean to express an opinion as to tbe sufficiency of the wages ill 
the agl icultural di;,tricts. 

2311. Has, in those districts. the system of saving banks or friendly societies been 
in~tituted to any considerable extcnt, so as to equalize tbe very fluctuating state of 
wages in manufacturing di,tricts ;-Saving banks have been instituted in tile larger 
towns of the llIanufacturing districts with good effect; and they have proved, in the 
late ,e"oun of di,tress, a pretty exact criterion of the distress ibd', and of the ex
pectations of tbe people as to tbe retul'll of trade; but tbey are not, nor can they well 
be equally advantageous to tbe llIore remote places, for those places in the bills are 
w far from the large towns. and the people in gelleral have so little information on 
tho~e subjects, that I am afraid they have not derived much benefit from them. III 
1\Iancl1('5ter unci l\Iacck~field thc s,wing bank has answered the purposes for nhich 
it \\'as intended, so far as it has gone. 

2:,12, Do not you consider tho'c institutions as particularly useful in districts 
wherc the ""ges and labour are slll~ect to great fluctuations? --LTndouutedly most 
useful there; and they ,wuM be more useful, if tiJC persons for whose benefit they 
are intended, availed themselves to the full extent of the advantu,ye· but unfortu
nately, where the \I ages are subject to the greatest tluctuations, tbe pe~ple are least 
dIsposed to take advantage of such institutiulls . 
. 23 1 :.J. Are not. the lIJa~;\er m~l~ufacturers generally a class of persons caring but 

httle for the CO;)1/01'15 aUlI condItIOn of the labourers ?-I cannot say so mucb as 
that; the more respectable of the 1ll~I·lcr manufacturers are, I think, an extremely 
~lUnHllle body of l11':l}; I have seen. in lIlany ca,c:', the greatest interest evinced 
III the welfare, both bodily and spiritual, of their \\orkmen. There is a class Qf 
lIlanufa;turors who c.are tor ,nothing. but how they may make the greatest sum of 
mouey 111 the least tlllle. No !I\'O descriptions of men can be more different than 
those wholll I should call the respectable manufacturers, and the sort of middling 
class, bet\\een them and tbe operative weavers. 

23 14. Is not the least respedable class a very considerable proportion of the 
whole?-\' uy considerable in point of numbers. 

::::)15· In times of good d\:llliUld for manufactures in the districts to which you 
allude, 
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allude is there not always a great influx of Irish into those districts? - I clln llardly 
say h;w that is; I have understood it to be so. 

23 16. During the late period of distress, in visiting those districts, has your 
Lordship found that persons, tbrough that country, have been in the greatest state 
of destitution ?-It was impossible, under the circumstances of my visit to those 
districts, that I could make that minute inquiry into the cases of individual dis
tress, which would enable me to give a distinct answer to tbat question: At tbe 
time I visited Lancashire, I should say there were scarcely any persons in a state 
of -extreme destitution; shortly afterwards, from some cause which I have never 
been able quite to discover, there \\'as a sudden Rnd very grcat incrcase of distress, 
though we were informed at the time, there was more work than there had been 
for the preccdil.1g ten months; the fact seems to be, that during that ten months 
they had borne up as well as they could, but that their means of converting their 
little property into money were then utterly exhausted, and they fell into a state of 
extreme destitution. 

231 i, 'Vhat \\'en~ the instances in which your Lordship observed the distress to 
be most serious ?-The neighhourhood of Burnley, the district called Pend Ie Forest, 
and the townships of LlIackburn. 

2318. Has your Lordship any information to communicate to the Committee, 
which may he of u~e to them in tile inquiry they are prosecutill~ ?-My inquiries 
probably have been directed to a different object than that whirll the Committee 
have in view; my inquiries were at that time principally directed to tile moral 
condition of the people, which I confess appeared to me to be considerably better 
than I had always been told that it was; the haml-looll1 weavers are a very orderly 
and, generally speaking, a well-disposed body of men; they manifest a great 
readiness to listen to good ad.-ice, and, froill some personal inquiries amongst the 
poor, I am led to hope that a considerable moral improvement has taken place in 
many of them, in consequence of their sufferings. I may add to a former remark 
which I made, the disproportion between the wages paid in manufacturing and 
agricultural districts will appear still greater, jf we take into account the different 
prices of some of the necessaries of life in the respective di6tricts; for instance, 
fuel, which is as important to the health of the labouring population as the quality 
of their food, is not more than one-third -or one-fourth of the price in the manu
facturing districts which it costs in tile eastern counties; clothing, generally speaking, 
not more than two thirds. The only article in which their expenses are necessarily 
greater, is that of house-rent; a cottage, which in the agricultural districts would 
l~t for not more than three pounds a year, in the manufacturing districts fetches 
eight pounds, 

2319. Does your Lordship think tilat this lolY rate of wages in the agricultural 
districts is referable to the pOfJulation being disproportionate to the demand for 
labour?-No; I tbink it chiefly attributable to the operation of tbe Poor Laws. 
Under the present administration of the Poor Laws, cven a deficient popula.tion may 
bect)me burthensome to the parish as well as a redundant, although of course not 
to the same extent. 

2320. HolY could a deficient populatior:, that is to say, a population not sufficient 
for the demand for labour, be otherwise than sufficiently remunerated to keep them 
off the parish ?-13eCati;e there will always be a certain number of persons who will 
b: glad to find some pretence for not working, and will prefer having seven shillings 
Without work, to having ten shillings with work; and while there is a parish funcl to 
be d,ejJended Oil, the farmers \l'ill systematically pay low wages, and have the 
defiCIency made up out of the rates, to which others contribute as well as themselves; 
this, at least, is according to my o\\'n experience. 

23 2 1. Your Lordship tirst kuew the manufaclurin<T district of Lancashire in a 
season of prosperity ?-Rather at the termination of it~ 

23 22 . Were you struck with any difference in the expenses and habits of the 
manufacturincr labourer at that time as contrasted with the habits of the a,rricultural 
lah?urerer atthat time ?-My kno~ledge of that period is, properly spe~kil1g, his
tOrical, for I did not go into the diocese of Chester until the year I S24, and I had 
not mych opportunity of inquiring into the habits of the people until 182,), when 
the distress was brgianing; hut from the accounts I have received, I should say 
th,at the ha~ilS of the manufacturing classes are those of improvidence, compared 
WIth the agrIcultural. 
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IVilliam Henley llyett, Esq. calied ill; and Examined. 

2323. YOU are Secretary of the Committee for the Relief of distressed :\lan.u
, facturers :~f am. 

2324. Will ~ou state your opinion as to the ('x tent ~r the ~i~t.ress. allJong the 
llIanUfilcturers In the county of Renfrew and county ot Lanar ,.: In ~cotland?
There has c\i~t('d very considerable distress in both those "lull''', I"lrticul~rly i" 
Paisle\,. 

23;':;. IIuI'e you any ddails to offer to the COlllmiltee ~pon that subject?
I have 110 documents ",itlt me, but I can frolll the Committee-room furnish the 
infornnlion, if it is desired. 

~:';2Ii. Do you believe it to have been vel')' cxcc"jl'c; -. The manufacturing 
tlaoses Lave 5uttered l"Cry excessively from the loss of trade. 

:2:;2j. Have there been, in your judgment, any great exertions in Glasgow and 
Paisle\', aillong the better part of the inhabitants there, for the relief of those dis
tle';5«'-;\t Glasgow and Paisley the exertions have been I'ery great by indivi
duals; SUbscriptions by the gentlemen of the country, and other local cflorts, have 
been lI,ade in aid of the distressed. 

232S. Have you observed, in the course of the correspondence IIhich you have 
carried on \I·iti! various individual,; ill Lancashire, in York:dlire, and in Scotland, 
any particular circumstances relative to hand-loom 'Icaving, Iyhich have induced 
you to (orm any opinion as to tbe declining state of that Lrancb of Illanufacture?
The bano-loom weavcrs in general arc at this moment Ollt of employment, not being 
able to cOlllpete with tbe power· loom. 

:'.12/1. 'ViII you explain to the Committee your opiniull" as to hand-loom wcaving, 
what part of it, in your judgment, must incvitauly decline, and what part of it, ill 
your judgment, will probably continue for some tillle longer, until in shorr the 
powcr.loolll machines arc much improved ?-The hand-loom ,rcavers of calicoes are 
those tbat are thrown out (Ji elllployment at thi~ moment, those ,,110 fabricate 
lIl'I.,!il1., amI fancy ,!.!ouds still continue to get emploYlllent. 

23:·;(i. Did yuu c\'(er hear that tbose individual~, being hand-loom weavers, who 
manufacture II hat is called figmed work, arc not in much danger of losing their 
occupations ?~ They are not at this moment. 

2331. Even when that figured work is upon somewhat coarSt goods ?-It is vcry 
diffiel.lt for the power-loom to imitate the figured work, therefore it will remain in 
tbe hands of the hand-loom weavers for some time to come. 

~.33:2. It is then that description of hand-loom lI'eavers IIho are empioyed in 
plaill calicoes IIho may expect to have their labour extin)!;uishecl by tbe power
loom ?-Yes, those are precisely the persons. 

233.). Is it your opinion that it would be impos"ible for the power-loom weavers 
to do the figured work ?-At present they have not attempted to do it; as to what 
improvements may take phn', it is illlpoo;sible to say. 

2334. Do not you understand that great improvements in the comtruction of 
power.loums have taken place in the silk manufacture, and that in the silk manu· 
factures they are enabled to weave figured guods;~ Ye" I do; but it bas not ytt 
been applied, 1 believe, to ll1uclins. 

23:).'5· Have you any intclrmation tllat you can give to tl;e Committee as to the 
number of persons out of cmploYlllent in Lancashire ?~I can furnish the exact 
number from documents lie have at the Manufacturers Relief Committee, the 
number out of cmploy in any part of tbe district. 

~33Ii. "'hcll YOIl ;;ay, persons out of employmcnt, are they not generally persons 
h.a\ l:l~ S?llle employllJCllt, but not sufficiellt employment to provide means of ~ub
shtl'n~e :--1 shoulc! perhaps designate as applicants tor relief, rather, than pffsons 
"".t ot employment. There ale \'t~ry fell' weavers out of employment absolutely at 
tIllS 1Il0ment, but the 1I':lgps that they derive are not adequate to their 5Upport. 

2337· .Is not tl~at inadequacy of their wages OIling to there being a greater 
llUIJlUer than there IS Ilork for '-C('rtainly. 

2:)3:)· Can j~OU s.tate, upon the al'cragc of the "'hole population, the deficiency 
~f employment ;-It we take, for instance, the hundred of Blackburn, where 1 ue
lleve the hand-loom wcavers are principally livinrr, Ollt of a population of 150,(JlJ(\ 

the return sent to us llas, that tkre were about 90 ,000 last year otatcd Lo be out uf 
employment; 
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employment; those persons have since found employment, generally, but at very 
low \rages. 

233Y, According to tbe latest account you have, "hat is your belief as to the 
ddiciency of the employment?-The ddiciency is rather mere in the wages tban 
the emp'layment; the \\eavers are called upon to work from h\e1ve to fourteen 
hours a day, the average earnings per weck of tbe individuals WUL:d be from 48. 
to 5s. 6d. 

2340. Wbat evidence bs\"e you of such an immense number as 9.),000 baving 
been out of employment at the period you speak tot-We hav,· the returns from 
each of the parishes; I have before me a Return of the hundred ()f Blackburn, 
made last year, in "llicb there are the !lumber of inhabitants in want of em
ployment. 

2341. When you ~ay " out of eillploymcnt;' ('x]Jain to the Committee what you 
mean --At the period tbe report wus made, they had not the meall" of cn,pioyment. 

~342. Do you mean that they have p,lrtial employment? - I t may be said that 
they had cmploYlllent one or tll'O days in the week. The Return to the committee 
stated, first, the "population of tbe parish," and then the "per:oons out of ettl
p!oyrncmt." 

[The lVi/ness deli1't'red in Abstracts of the Population Rdurm frolll the 
distres~ed districts; <chich 'il'ere read, and are asfullml':) 

LANCASHIRE. 

William II. lJyett, 
Esq. 

\_~ 

3 1\ pril. 
1H27· 

V"e I CI<.Iimants 
totillly out of work. 

llDURKS. 
()fReturn. ~~, 

PLACE. I Popnla,iun DESCRIPTION. 

_____________ 1 __________ Parl)~lial. Strangers. ________ _ 

Dec. -

November 
and 

December. 

Aug. 21. 

IIf ay -

1827: 
Feb. -

Nov. and 
De.,. 1326. 

Blackburn -
Over Dar\\'en -
Lower Darwen 
Accrington 
Altham and Clayton 
Billington 
ILh~'..:r:-.ton 
(;n.',-It Harwood 
}:~cbhill 

~IelJol" 

!\!itton 
Hoghton Town 
n ibche&tcr and .'l.I-lon 
Walton.led,,:,· 
Aigbtnn Bailey 
Hamsgravc 
Hi,hton -
Chlll"cbkirk 

lIaslinglkll 
~~C\n'hurch 

('(JuDe Leach -
Killt"dlhcy 
Hall Carr 
:llllsbury 
I-Ienheads 
Lower Booths -
Bacur 
Edenfield 
Hilcombe 
Lillicboro' 

\ 

73.Goo weaving and spinning 

c,ooo 

D' 

i 
Newchurch Hossendalc 8,557 1 halfwoollen, half cotton I not many. 

13·453 l woollen _ _ I·3 0400 Rocbdale _ I (weavers of cotton &1 t 

nun' • - 10.,';83 1 DO - ,1)00 

ILywood } 
Middletoll - [' 
Cl d - 203-11. 

la dert"n -' ,- . 
A inslVorth • I 

II It 3 

Tn;s is one divi,;oll of the 
Hundred of Blackburn. 

J \\'01 k done in cotton. but 
L lIot in woollen. 

Distress much abated. 

'''ork, but at low IVa;;",. 
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LANCASHIRE-continuer!. 

Date 
RE~IARKS. 1",·,,00 or Return. 

PLACE. DESCRIPTION. 

Claimant. \ 

~ 
Parochial. Strangers. I 

l~:~~mber ::-m------.-12
5

,000 --w:rs of 

St. John Lees. -1 and woollen. 

cotton I--one.half ouJork, besides paupers. -

I . I . . [I Very distressed. 

November 

November 
and 

December 

November 

May 

November 
and 

December 

Todmorden • 15,800 
Shaw • J . 

~ \1 5 ,000 

19,000 

Saddleworth 

Colne 

Pendle Wi,well 
Read Waddington _ 
Waddington 
Grindlcton 
Newchurch 
Whalley • 
Bolton 
Symondston 
Heyhouses 
l'adiham 
Higham. 

Burnley 

Haberghameaves 
C'liviger • 
\Vorston 
Buerclilfe 

-/ 7.497 

J 9,3;6 

Chorley 
including 

Standish· 
Clayton • 
Brotherton 
Wrightington • 
Croston • 
Howick -
Longton 
Pen\\'ortham 
\\'hittle • 
Hutton • 
Heapy 
\\'heelton 
Hoole 
Farington 
Cuenten • 
Layland. 
lleckersall 

38,007 

Bolton-le·l\T oors, and its} 
I ~ Townships. _ 50,000 

Dean and Town.hip~. 18,g1G 

Tildesley 

J 
Little Hulton -
Bedford _ 
Astley 
Atherton 22,672 

Leigh 
Pennington 

Worsley 8,000 

Eccles 23,330 

I . 3'2".! 

I 
. I 3,200, of whom one-half are Iri~h. 

weaving and spinning 
cotton. 

weaving and spinning 

weavers and spinners 
of cotton. 

weaving and !pinning 
of cotton. 

- do 0 

• 

33 
none 

50 

few 
100 

300 

. { 

.. 

.. 

less than last year, 
weaving, 40 per cent. 
spinning, 20 dO. 

[0 Figures not received] 

77 greatly distressed. 

w. H. H!Jett, Secretary. 
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YORKSHIRE. 

Claimants 
Date totally out of work. 

PLACE. Population. DESCRIPTION. RElIIARKS. 
of Return. ~ 

Parochial. Strangers. 

------------------- ---------
18~(j: 

Dec. 2. Alverthorpe 4,864 Weavers· 143 153 
13· Bradford 40,000 DO 

1. Barnsley 8,300 DO 330 150 
Batley 3,317 Do 206 

June Baildon and Guiseley . 9, 163 DO 682 
Birstal 5,H40 DO 50 

23· Barkisland • DO 
Croo, Stone 10,176 DO 200 
ClImberworth 1,120 DO 45 21 
Cleckheaton 4,000 Do 
Darton 1,340 DO 35 40 
Denby 1,143 D' 160 i 
Dewsbury . 7,.300 D' 50 50 
Dodworth . 1,300 DO 97 7'2. 
Earls Heaton 3,400 D' 180 
Eiland 6,000 Do 500 
Heptonstall 4,550 Do 6i 6G 

Nov. H lIddersfield 15,000 DO 9 10 80 
Golear 2,606 DO 200 60 
Scamenden 855 DO 12 7 46 
Slaithwaite 2,87 1 DO 
Farnley Tyas 900 DO 75 24 
Henley 4,000 DO 55 1 50 
Almondbury 5,679 DO 539 27 1 

25· Kirkheaton 2,136 I)' 545 355 
Dalston 2, 289 DO 200 200 
Lapton 2,7 29 DO 140 80 
Longwood. 1,:)42 D" 191 162 
Kirkburton 2,I{i3 DO 19::! 99 
Shepley 1,000 DO 51 31 
Shelly 1,329 n° 110 116 
\\'ooldale 3,500 Do 30.3 95 
ThurIston - 889 D' 83 95 
Lockwood • 2,200 Do 270 200 
Linthwaite - 2,12; D" 127 133 
Linley 2,040 DO 6" 84 
High Hoyland 268 DO 

28'1 
Swame do _ 

738 D' - I 5.3 17 

Dec. 5. Heppcrholme 3,963 D' 

Nov. 25. Ha\\orth 4,668 DO 6'20 20 
Heaton 1,300 DO 29 
Yeadon 2,789 Do 
Heckmond\\'icke • ~,700 DO i O ·<;9 
Keighley DO 
Knareshoro' 7,000 ))' 50 200 
Liverscdge 4,560 D' . 200 } 

familic9. 

23· Midgky 2,400 DO IG!) 
Norland 1,80u DO 58 67 

18~7 : 
Feb. Ossett 8,000 Do 430 

Penni.tone 645 D" 16 17 
Sowerby 8,000 Do 80 

Nov. Stainland - 3,000 D· 28 2~ 

Dcr. Soutbowram 5,100 D' 125 28 
Skelmanthorp 700 D' 

Jan. 11. Stanley 2, i oO Do 300 

!l:ov.24. Thornton 4,850 Do 500 
zg. Warley 5,000 DO 33B ').7~ 

Feb.10. \\" orshoro' 1,000 D' 400 

550. II h 4 
W. I/. Il!Jdl, Secretary. 



Date 

of Return. 

1826 : 

Nov. 22. 

Nov. 17. 

Feb. "+. 

i\ OV. -

e;J. 

Date 

ofnt"!urll. 

-----
18l0: 

Dec. -

IS·.:!7 : 
hb. -

l\IIl'\tTTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT CO~nHTTEE 

WILTSHIRE. 

ClaimallU 
totdly out oj work. 

RE\IARKS. PLACE. Population. DESCRIPTION. 
r-~-.- -~ 

! parochial·I~~~g('r5' 
--

Bradford 0 0 . 15,000 \\' eayers - - 1,638 200 

Horningham 0 - 1,300 D· . - - 140 50 

Hilperton . - 0 1,033 D" 0 · - ~7S 62 

:\!clbham - - 0 5,000 D' 0 0 0 200 -

~Iaiden Bradley . 0 640 D· 0 · 0 104 20 

~ orth Braclley 0 0 ~,+7;J D" 0 · - 6!)3 128 

Trowbridge D' r A great number employe . - 11,000 0 · - 0 

I - 0 

l 
on roads. This 1'Iace is i 

I 
great distl"css. 

TV. 11. 1~lJett, Secretary. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 

I Claimants 

pI-leE. P"puiatioll. DESCRIPTION. 
totally out of work. 

HE1IARKS. 

I~ -----_. ----

Ui,ley - 0 - 6,000 weavers of broad cloth 2,000 

DUI'sk), and townships 7,500 Dn and card making 50 50 

Kingswood, "'iits - 1,500 woollen spinning 0 '200 

Pain .... '.,-ick - about 5,000 weaving cloth - 0 27° 

Stroud 0 · 0 R,OII dyeing and fulling cloth' cannot be ascertained, but very con;iderable. 
{'ky - 0 0 - 3,000 broad·c1oth weaving 210 

\Vootton-under-edge 0 6,000 DO 0 D' 0 500 

:-:orth :\ibley · -, 
(';.10 - - - : J 4,860 . . . . I,~~G 150 
Coaly - · 

W. H. l.'!Iel/, Secretary. 

SCOTLA:\D. 

of ElUploy. 
PLACE. 

of Itetunt. 
Population. 

Out 
REMARI;S. 

Date 

-----:-------1 ------------
1 :";'~7 : 

:\1,>r. ~.. Edinburgh 

29. Paisley -

Jan. o. Perth 

feb. 2. Po:Iocksha'.\'s 0 

rI 1clr. 1i· Ki!syth • 

19,068 

I ,Ij,:o adults, at the time the report 
was made last year. The conditi"n 
of th...: poor is now much worse. 

8:15 families on the Charity fund, 
3,st ;\Iarch 1827. 

1,600 I 
127 adul's. 

l.t.tJ D°, 

W. fl. IT J<:It, Secretary. 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM: 1827. 24g 

2:H3. Is it not your opinion that alth,)ugh the distress must undoubtedly have 
bee~ very great, yet as the application to the London Committee was always for 
relief, the persons applying, Ii~e all persons apply.ing for reliet: have a natural dis
position rather to overstate theIr case?- In some Illstances, perhaps, but generally 
speaking, it was so well guarde~, that t~e returns call.ed for. may be relied on; 
they were made by local commIttees whIch were e"tablIshed 111 ditTerent parts of 
the- country, amI it was required that the statements. should be vouched for by 
the chairman of the committee or c1er~ylllan of the parish, and also a neighbouring 
magistrate, who must in some measure have been enabled to judge of the accuracy 
Of the statements. 

2344. Have not the landed proprietors of the country an interest in relieving 
their poor-rates, by obtaining as much relief as possible from London ?-I do not 
think, generally speaking, those documents have been frolll the landed proprietors. 
they emanated from the clergy and from the master manufacturers, from the local 
committees, generally speaking 

2345. Have not the committee at the London Tavern been particularly jealous 
with regard to observations and applications made by overseers and churchwardens? 
-Always; and further inquiries, as to accuracy of the returns llIade by overseers, 
have been always instituted before relief was granted. 

2346. Have they not generally viewed tbem with great suspiCion?-They 
have. 

2347. Do you recollect whether on all occa:iions, whenever the Bishop of 
Chester was present, the committee have not applied to bim to know the character 
of tbe clergyman of the distressed place, \I ho signed any rdurn of the distress? 
-Yes. 

2348. Have tbey not regulated their conduct bv his Lordship's answers ?-In 
a great measure. 

2:)49. Have YOll a statement of the employed and unemployeu in the different 
townships ?-1 have delivered in the Statements required. 

2350. Will you have the goodness to state generally the proceedings of the 
J\Ianufacturtrs Reiief Committee, of the present state of distrcs" as it appears 
before thelll. and your own views upon the sub,iect :-Th .. COllI',!; proceeded in by 
the Committee, which was formed after the public 1l1eetin~ ill :'Ifay 1826, \\·as. m 
the first in,tance, to make liberal remittances to the sutieri"g di"tricts: and havinO' 
provided against the extremity, they formed local committees in every pla(;~ 
applying for aid; to these bodies sets .o.f queries as to tbe amount of population, 
resources, poor-rates, and actual conditIOn, were sent, the accuracy of the return 
kin" vouched for by a neighbouring magistrate; the .rate of aid afterwards fur
nish~ wa, regulated by these documents, which in districts where the distress 
continued, were renewed fi'olll tillle to time, so that the existing state of the place 
was always before the committee. 'Vhen the danger of starvation was removed, 
the committee, aware of the ill effects produced by gratuitous assistance, directed 
that out-door labour should be expected from all able-bodied persons applying for 
relief. This measure had the double effect, of preventin,!! parties who could 
obtain other employment frOiIl participating in the cbarity fund, and also of re
moving a number of weavers from the loom altogether. leaving to tbose that 
remained a greater portion of employment. \Vherever any party or undertakin<r 
was benefited hy the work pertormed by the individuals under tbe care of th; 
committee, a contribution according to circumstances was expected; in general 
the arrangement was two-thirds of the amollnt expended in manual labour, to be 
furnished by such party or undertakinl!. and one-third by the committee. At the 
commencement of the winter, distributions were made of articles of clothing and 
bedding, (many persons having sold or pawned tbeirs at the pressure ot the 
moment,) and in some caRes where the distress \\ as most severe, provisions were 
ag3in supplied; as the rigonr of the season abated, this gratuitous assistance was 
discontinued; but grants for labour, down to the present moment, have been 
periodically made to the parts of tbe country still suffering under distress. The 
districts that continue to claim the attention of the Manufacturers Relief Com
lJ~i~tee are, Paisley and some other parts of Scotland, (where however the con
<htlOn of the people is much improved;) Pend Ie Forest, and the hundred of 
~lackburn generally; some other parts of Lancashire; the district round Hudders
fi~ld, the neighbourhood of Leeds, and some other parts of Yorkshire; portions 
of Wiltshire, Gloucester, and Sornersetshire; also the Staffordshire Potterie~. In 
the woollen district5 the distress has rather increased of latl); and the fancy 

550. I i waistcoat 

William H. Ii!Jtlt. 
Esq. 
~ 

3 1\ pril. 
1~~7' 
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waistcoat trade about Huddersfield, has not made the impro\Oement which it was 
expected the S~ring would produce. These are but temporary bars, that will even. 
tually be removed, and employment will again ensue; but to th~ hand-loom 
weavers of Lancashire, Paisley, and some other places, no lapse of tIme can pos
sibly bring back their usual occupations; the rate of. wages they must be. confined 
to, in order to compete with the power-looms, wIll not suffice for theIr proper 
maintenance; indeed the only cause of their ~nding employment .at present is, 
that either the poor-rate or the funds of the RelIef CommIttee contrIbute towards 
their support, and in fact pay a portion of the wages of the mast~r manufacturer, 
which circumstance induces him to give out work that otherwIse would not at 
this period be wrought, or would be performed lIy the power-loom, which pro
duces cloth of rather a superior quality. In this district lIut scanty aid can nolY 
be derived from the poor-rate, the ley-payers having themselves become generally 
paupers, and the diminution of the funds of the committee will gradually put an 
end to that resource; the condition of the hand-loom weavers must therefore be 
very deplorable, unless some means are devised for procuring them such occupa
tion as may enable them to earn a subsistence. It appear5 that a portion of the 
calico weavers may. by a small alteration of the loom, turn to weaving muslins and 
fancy goods; lIut this can only be to a small extent; and they must, lIy this means, 
either reduce the wages, or dispossess some of the persons at present occupied in this 
branch of manufacture. The case of ~hese persons, therefore, claims the attention 
and sympathy of the country. 

235 I. Do you not consider the surplus population arising from that portion of 
labour which is deprived of work by the introduction of power-looms, that part for 
which there is no chance of any improvement hereafter ?-Certainly; those hand
loom weavers have very little chance of ever finding employment again, especially 
those who are resirlent in the distant townships; tbose in large towns will in the 
course of time find partial work. I found on inqui~y a sort of loom had been lately 
invented, by which hand-weavers can in some measure compete with the power
loom. These looms possess some little improvement on the common loom; but 
they do not exist to any great extent, nor can they, I believe, compete successfully 
with the power-loom. 

2352. Within how short a time do you think the Manufacturers Relief Com
mittee, by their local correspondence, could obtain a list of persons, from the 
manufacturing districts of Lancashire, willing to engage in an immediate plan of 
Emigration ?-Within a very short period;. some of our local committees will 
answer instantly, others will take more time; within a fortnight or three weeks, I 
5hould think. 

2353· Were you Ilot sent into Lanc:lshire by the committee ;-Yes, at three 
periods. 

2354· Did you travel about that coulltry for the purpose of obtainin<1 informa-
~~~ b 

2355· Were you in the company of gentlemen likely to give you good in
formation :-Frequently in the company of persons able to give information Oil the 
subjects interesting to the committee. 

2356. 'Who accompanied YOIl ?-Mr. M'Adam, in the last tOllr I made through 
the country. 

23.5i· lIow long were you in the country?-Three weeks or more the first time· 
about the s~me period the second, and a month making the last tour: ' 

23.58. DId not you obtain a great deal of information, which you afterwards 
gave ~o the committee ;-Yes, on my return I made reports regularly to the 
committee. 

23.59· These were the basis, in a degree, for future proceedings of the com
mittee ?-In a great measure • 

. 2360. The committee~ which you acted with in the country, in co-operation 
wlt~ the London CommIttee, have done their duty very well ?-They have, very 
effiCiently . 
. ~361: Would they not be the best means through which either any plan of 
~mlgratl?n, or any plan of relief, could be devised ?-They would obtain the desired 
mformatlOn for us, I have no doubt, instantly. 

:362. The committee in London have' had every reason to be satisfied with 
their co-operation ?-Perfectly so. 

2363. Dl~ you, \\'he~ you were in the country, ever hear any anxiety expressed 
upon the subject of Emlwation :-Not in the country; but since I r.eturned from 

tbe 
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the country we have had communications; within a few days I have had an inter
view with a gentleman. who stated there were fifty families in his neighbourhood, 
who were wishing for the means of emigrating. 

2364. Did you not find in the townships you visited, intelligent men who had 
formed themselves into committees, for the purpose of investigating the wants of 
the' poor and providing relieP-I met with many, intelligent and active, mo~t 
anxious to render their assistance. 

2365. Do yon not conceive that the parishes, merely from calculation of their 
interests, would be disposed to contribute towards affording the llIeans of emigra
tion to many of the poor ?-l should think it very likely tbat they would, for we 
have made terms with parishes where we employed persons on the road, by 
which they readily agreed to furnish a certain quota of the men's wages in aid of 
our fund. 

2366. Can you state to the Committee I1'hat an nnelllployed family, a lIIan, his 
wife, and three children, costs a parish in Lancashire :-Eighteell pence per head 
per week, one with the other, is a usual allowance. 

2367. If the sanction of Parliament were obtained for the removal of twelve or 
thirteen bundred families from rlifferent districts to which you have alluded, do 
you conceive the committees in the country connected with tbe Relief Committee 
would have any difficulty in llJaking the necessary selection ?-I think the subject 
is not sufficiently known in the coumry; the local committees would have the 
means of making the wishes of this Committee known, and of selecting proper 
pertions. 
. 2368. Do yon wish to be understood, that Emigration is not a subject at present 
sufficiently considered, to enable the London Committee to act ?-M y ansll'er 
referred to the information possessed at present by the persons in the country. 

2369. Though the subject may not be sufficiently understood to induce all those 
who, under a better understanding, might be ready to go, still do you think that the 
London committee would have any difficulty in selecting a sufficient number of 
objects upon whom the money might be expended ?-I think not, through the channel 
I have named; the hand-loom weaVffS are still in the greatest distress; and I pre
sume there would be very little difticulty in getting a sufiicient number of persons 
~o go from certain places, without loss of time. I would name distant parishes as 
the proper places, rather than large towns, where the population, if removed, are in 
some degree helpless j but in country hamlets they are partly inured to agricul
tural labour, the weavers being also occupiers of land. 

2370. What do you think would be the effect upon the present state of that 
part of the country, of removing twelve or thirteen hundred families ?-By lessen
Ing the competition, there would be more labour for those who remain, and better 
wages would of course be obtained; the condition of both would be very con
siderable bettered, as those removed would be also provided for. The parishes 
would also benefit by this measure, as the poor-rates would also be materially 
diminished. 
. 2371. Do you apprehend, in the present state of employment of those districts, 
l1uch a removal would tend to restore a sufficiency of employment to the persons 
who remain ?-It would ameliorate the condition of many distressed manu
facturers. 

2372. You speak from your knowledge of the present state of the district?
I do. 

2373· Upon your estimate of eighteen pence a head, a family of five persons out 
of employment would cost the parish somcl'rhere about twenty pounds a year; do 
n.ot you think that any parish would pay one year's expense of such a family, to get 
rId of them altogether ?-It would certainly be their interest to do so. 

2.374· Would certainly be their interest to get rid of an incumbrance at one 
year's purchase ?-I apprehend they 1V0uid sec such an advantage. 
. 2375· Have you reason to beLieve that there were a great number of Irish settled 
ll~ the counties of Lanark and Renfrewshire ?-I cannot answer that question I?re
elsely; ~he number of Irish in the manufacturing districts of England I conld gl~C, 
but not III Scotland; we have not a return from Scotland, of the number of Irish 
settled there. 

2376. You have been in some of the manufacturing districts of England ?-Yes, 
but not in Scotland. 

2377· Does it occur to you that there might be any means of preventing such 
an accu~ulation of populatiun in that district?-Removing them seems to be the 
1!10st obVIOUS remedy. 

5,/)· J i c:! 23i8. Is 
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2378. Iti not the expense of removal 80 great som~times, as t? make it rather a matter of expediency to endeavour to support them r-A. questIOn as to the expediency of removing tile Irish frolll some parts of Lancashire, ca~e before the Relief Committee· the first intention of the landowners was to ~et nd of the superabundant popuiation, but in consequence of the expense ineurr~rl, a~d the distress which woulrl be consequent upon that measure, \\'F, made a StipulatIOn that they should be relieved on the spot, and their removal not attempted f?r the present. 2379. In consequence of this wish, they were not removed:-T~ey were not; we wished them to remain, in the hope that the trade would reVive, and, the manufacturers being still on the spot, business might commence without loss of 
time. 

2380. Do you think it would be an ea,y m?tter to seje~t proper pe~sons ,frOID those wishin<1 to cmi'1rate; would not the panshes be deSirous of gettlllg rid of those least c~!Jable of supporting themselves by thei~ own labour ~-,I am 1I0t sufficiently informed on the subject, but that appears likely to be the Wish they would 
form. 

Captain HeJll~1f William Scott, It. N. called in; and Examined, 
23i;1. yOU are in the Royal Navy?-I am. 
2:3:)2. Have you rcsirled any time in ~ ova Scotia ?-About seven or eight 

years. 
2383. In what. situation were yon there ?-I was living there as a private gentleman since the peace, but occasionally employed as a surveyor; I was Assistant Surveyor General of the province, a part of the time. , 2384. You assisted in the surveying a part of the Crown lands in Nova Scotia ?

I did. 
23 85. Can you state to the COlllmittee whether there is at present any considerable quantity of Crowl! lands in K ova Scotia, fit for settlements :-1 cannot state the quantity, but I can state pretty confidently that there is a large quantity in Nova Scotia. I have not been there these three years; but about three or four years a~o, I surveyed throug;h an extensive district of land, which I should imagine can ue settlerl to a very great extent. 
238b. :\t what distance from the sea :-Kot far from the sea, on the sea 

coast. 
:238" ,rith easy cOlllmunications?-Ye·. 
2388 .. \nd good land"-Yc", very good lam!. 
2.1::;~)' Whatdo you mean by a large district, to what extcntr-An hundred miles in length. by prubably ten or tn-eire in width in one direction, anrl two in another 

perhaps. 
:23'.10. For what purposes were they suueyed by Government :-1 was employed by Lord Dalhousie, and afterwards Sir James Kemp, who is Governor now, in dividing the provinces into counties and townships; and in doillC!; thdt I was also commanded to layout divisions, for the purpose of locating e~ligrants upon those lands. 
2391. Have any portion of those lands been since located ?-Yes, one very large settlement has been formed, called the Dalhousie Settlement, which has turned out very well indeed. 
239:!· Upon what terms were they lucated :-They had to furuish money for paying for the grants. They furnished their Olrn funds. 
2393. They were voluntary emigrants?-Yes. 
2~94. Fro~ Scotland or from England ?-Prinicipally from Scotland. There was nothmg furnished to them upon those settlements, they came out with a little property. 
2395· Were they charged with any fees upou the land ?-Yes. 
2396. Can you state to what amount ?-For an hundred acres I think the fees in the cheapest way (for there were two ways of doing it,) if a ~an took out his gmnt for an hundr~d acres,. he paid possibly more than joining with others perhaps 

III the usual Iray; five or SIX pounds would be the expense of obtaining a grant of an hundred acres of land; there is the surveying of it together with the fees of office. • , 
239i· Is there any reservation of quit-rent ?-No, none io Nova Scotia. 23~8. As soon as the land was surveyed the grant was given in fee-simple?Yes,. hable. to es~heat on the noncompliance with the tenm of the grant, which are, that In a gIven tIme certain proportions of the whole must be cultivated. 

2399. What 
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2399. What number of acres did each settler get ?-Generally about an hundred; 
I think it has been lessened of late years. They used to give 500 acres ten or twelve 
years ago. 

2400. Are they settled close to each other ?-There is generally an intermission, 
not at all close, that was never studied, it was never made a matter of study; a road 
was generally made in the first instance on a line of country, and roads led off on 
each side of it. 

240 1. Would it not very much add to the comfort and convenience of the settlers, 
that their settlements should be contiguous, that there should not be an intermission 
of the settlements ?-Their abodes were generally contiguous; the hundred acres of 
the one abutted on the other. 
~ 2402. When were those settlements made ?-About seven or eight years ago. 

2403. In what condition are the individuals now ?-Report speaks fairly; I have 
not been to see them myself at those settlements. ' 

2404. You have not heard any complaints of their situation ?-N o. 
2405. Suppo:;ing they had made any agreement for repayment, would they be at 

present in a condition to pay any thing ~-I have no doubt of it, because I know 
instances, not with regard to public lands, but to the sale of private lands, in which 
the settler has been enabled to pay a rent easily, after five or six years, without any 
difficulty. 

2406. What time do you think they could pay, without material inconvenience? 
-It depends so much on the nature of the soil and facility to market, and other 
things, I can hardly :state the particular time. I can state an instance of a settler, 
who came out without a farthing, going on a piece of private land belonging to a 
friend of mine, for ,,-hich he was to pay five pounds for an hundred acres, but he 
did not. The owner of the land held the grant till he should pay this sum of 
money, as he could have paid it easily in the third year; it was the purchase of 
an hundred acres. The owner of the land had, in the eastern part of the province, 
a considerable district, hnd he laid it out in hundred-acre lots, payable in a given 
time. And I know another instance of one of those per';UllS who was remiss in 
making his payment, and the owner of the land determined on seizin,~ on the 
property after six years; the man did not pay in six years; but when he came 
to value the proJ-lerty for which the man was to pay, it was valued at soot. on the 
hundred acres. 

2407. At how much did he originally sell the J 00 acres?-Five pounds; it was 
probably worth more, for it was in a very fine part of the province, and the owner 
of the land looked to his reserve; he sold out part uf tbe land, and the remu
neration he looked to was from the increased value of the reserves in the in
termediate 100 acres. These reserved lots are now turning out to be very 
valuable. 

2408. What is consiuered in that country the average price of land per acre 
uncleared ~-It scarcely has any general price affixed to it; the value of the grant, 
and the expense attending it and getting it clear, regulate the price. 

2409. Do you understand that in Nova Scotia, any person asking for a grant and 
paying the fees, and promising to comply with the terms of the settlement, can get 
a grant of land from Government?-Yes, certainly. 

2410• Any number of persons, on going out from England, on applving to the 
Governor in Nova Scotia, could get located on the land ?-Yes, on the payment of 
the fees. 

2411. To any given extent, as to number?-Yes, I should imagine so, to the 
extent of ungranted land; there is no other limitation as to number, provided they 
a.re British subjects. 

241 2. Is there any limitation as to the means of providing them with good lands? 
-:-None, except those mentioned; and there are very large districts of unappropriated 
land in Nova Scotia. 

24 13. Can you state how many have been so located within the last few years r
No, I cannot. 

2414. Have as many as one thousand or two thousand been located?- I cannot 
say. 

24 15. Where do they generally land ?-At Halifax. 
2416. How far have they to go to reach their lands ?-Some an hundred or an 

hun~~d, ~n~, ~wenty~miles, if they go to Picton; that is another point for their 
landmg; It IS m the entrance of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
'f..~50. :1: Ii 3 2417. Of 
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241 7. Of how many people does the Dalhousie settlement consist?-Thc tirst 
settlement .was about three hundred, but they have increased very wonderfully since 
by their own naturai increase. 

2418. Has tbere been further emigration there?-Yes, there has been, I cannot 
state the extent of it. They were principally Scotch, and as soon as they found 
themselves comfortably there, they added to their number by inducing their friends 
in Scotland to come out to them. 

241 9. What class of persons were they?-Labouring farmers, but there werc 
some weavers among them. 

2420• Do you know from what part of Scotland they came ?-I do not. 
2421 • Can you give the Committee any idea of the value of one hundred acres 

of land in Nova Scotia, at the expiration of five years labour employed upon it, 
taking it to be in a good situation? - I should certainl y say 100 I. at the very 
least. 

2422. You would consider a hundred acres, after five years labour, as a sufficient 
security for 3t. a year ?-:\Iost undoubtedly. 

2423. Would st. a year be obtained from one hundred acres of land with greater 
facility, if it were taken in produce than in money?-Yes. I think it would. 

2424. Do you think that a settler, having been five years upon a hundred acres 
of land in Nova Scotia, in an ordinary case, would have any difficulty in payinct 
annually 3t. worth of produce, if he were allowed to redeem his land at twenty 
years purchase ?-I think there would be no difficulty at all. 

24:25. Do you think that those are terms which would be willingly submitted to 
by settlers, which could be easily enforced, and for the enforcement of which the 
land would be a sufficient security?-Yes. 

2420. How much land could a good settler, with a family, clear in a year?
The European settler could scarcely clear his land at all; the quantity of land they 
could clear would greatly depend upon their funds. An English labourer, goio" 
out to America, is as helpless as a child in the woods, in comparison with the old 
settler; he is obliged to employ the labourers of the country to clear it for him; 
his ability therefore would depend upon his capability to hire the people of the 
country to do it. 

2427. When you say that a hundred acres, after five years possession, would 
be worth loot., you mean, that the person so settled must pay during that time 
a considerable sum for the labour of persons in the country?-I think that after 
having hired people for the purpose of clearing two or three acres, which would 
be sufficient for two years, by the ex piration of t\\O years he would himself become 
an axe man, for that is the great difficulry, and then that would render unllecessary 
any further hiring for the purpose of clearing more land; it is merely at the beginning 
he would find it necessary to hire. 

2428. At what period of the year was this Dalhousie settlement formed ?-In the 
autumn. 

2429. How did they provide themselves with food for the first few months?
They purchased it at a cheap rate. 

2430. What amount of money do you suppose they took with them, on the 
average?- I cannot positively state that. 

243 1 • Do you think they had lot. a. piece;; - Yes, certain I v. 
243 2. !wenty?-It is a sort of guess; they came out with a very small sum, 

and they lived on. fish and oatmeal, which are bought cheap. 
2433· You thmk they had more than lOt. a piece, when they caOfe out?

I think it most probable they had. 
2434· Could they always hire persons to assist them in clearing the land?-Yes, 

alwavs. 
2435. If a great number went out at once, would they not find a difficulty?

I think not; labourers corne from the States. 
243? D~ you know t.he state of the land prepared for the reception of the emi

grants ~-It IS covered with large timber. 
2437· From your general knowledge of emigration, will you state how you think 

a body of two or three thousand weavers from Enuland or Scotland carried over to' 
No~a Scotia, would be able to make their living ~I should not imagine that the 
habIts of weavers would fit them very well for an agricultural people. > 

2438. What growth of timber is upon this land ?-A mixture of beech, birch, 
maple, cypress, and pine. 

2439. They 
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, 2439. They are maple and. be~ch lands, are. the~ not; not ~~k?-There is Capt. 
very little oak; there IS one dIstrIct of oak, whIch IS a very tlmvmg settlement Henry W. SClltt, 
. d d R.lf. mee. ~ 

2440. Do not you consider the oak lands the best for settlements ?-No; we ') 
think the mixed wood best for settlers, where there is a mixture of what they call 3 1~~7: 
in that country, hard and soft wood; where there is a mixture of the pine and beech 
with the others. 

2441. Immediate clearing is more difficult for the earlier settlers where there is 
a mixture, is it not?-No; there is not much difference, I think, in the. expense 
of clearing. 

2442. Do you know any thing of New Brunswick ?-A little; I have been living 
there two years. 

2443. Have you been up the river St. John ?-I have. 
2444. Is there much unsettled land in that province ?-A great deal, very large 

tracts indeed. 
2445. And good land?-N ot so good as in Nova Scotia; it is generally covered 

by pine timber, and that is not an indication of the best soil. 
2446. What part of those provinces should you think best suited for Emigration 

on a considerable scale?-There are tracts all over the province, which are all good, 
I think; I cannot specify any particular place; there i~ a lar,ge tract of country 
between the sources of the St. John's river on the one hand, and the sources of the 
l\IIiramichi, which opens into the Bay of Fundy; there is a great tract of land quite 
fit for settlement. 

2447. Are there any large masses of land, which have been granted to persons 
without any obligation to settlement ?-I know there are in both provinces; and that 
has been a very great injury to the settlement of the provinces. 

2448, W' ere they not in many cases granted under engagements for settlements, 
which have not been fulfilled?-Yes, all those lands are liable to escheat; but 
Government have been disposed to listen to the claims of some persons owning 
them, under very peculiar circumstances. 

2449. Have Government given any intimation to the grantees, that unless 
they proceed to settle them, the conditions of the grant will be enforced?
Certainly. 

2450. Is the surveying department on a considerable scale in those provinces? 
- Yes, there is a surveyor general, who, with assistants, has surveyed all over the 
province, for the purpose of laying out lands for the settlers; and there is a 
register kept of all the locations, and a map, in the surveyor general's office, of the 
grants. 

2451. Suppose in the present year three or four hundred settlers were sent out 
to Nova Scotia or New Brunswick, they could be located ?-I have no doubt of it, 
if they were sent out not too late in the fall; the chopping is generally done before 
the snow, and the building of hOllses is done to most advantage in the autumn, 
before the snow falls. 

2452. Do the people of the colony see with pleasure the arrival of new emi
grants? - Y cs, they are delighted wilh it. The greatest drawback upon those 
colonies is the want of a working population; wages are very high in consequence 
of that. 

2453. Do not you think the colonies would be very much strengthened, as to 
their political existence, by increasing their internal population? - There is no 
doubt of that. 

2454· In the districts yon have mentioned to have been surveyed by the surveyor 
general, is it the practice in his department to make roads where new settlers are 
expected to come r-Not in every instance. 
, 2455. Would it be very useful to the settlers, if roads were made previously to 
their arrival ?-N 0 doubt of it. 

2456. Would that give milch employment to persons in the different parts of 
Nova Scotia?-Yes, most undoubtedly; it is the most important step to the settle
ment of the country. 

2457· Would it add to the value of the allotments, if the roads wert' made?
Very much. 

2458. Do YOll conceive that would be a beneficial expenditure on the part of the 
Government ?-No doubt of it; but the provinces always do it; it is done out of 
the provincial funds; the roads are always made as a matter of course. 

550. 1 i 4 2459. Can 
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2459. Can you form any opinion as ~o the number of men .who could find em 
plovment in that province as labourers, If they were to go out ,-I should say any 
nuri-Jber, with reference to the quantity of unlocated land. 

2460. Do you think a thousand could find employment as mere labourers r-
Yes, or a greater number. ., 

2461. You have stated in a f()rmer part of your eVidence, that It would be 
necessary to employ a hircd labourer at the beginning of the settlement; supp~sing 
an emioration of a<lricultural labourers from En!2:land, or persons moderately skilled 
in arrri~lltural lab~ur, to be furnished with a yeal' or a year and a haIrs provisions, 
do you think that though not sk!lIe? in the use o! the axe, ~hey wo~l.d be able to 
maintain themselves after the eXpiratIOn of that pCrlod ?-I thmk that It Government 
were to give them two years provisions, they would be able to do it after that on 
their own land. 

2402 . When you stated that settlers would be able at the end of five years to 
pay 3/. for their allotments, did you contemplate the sort of settlers \lho have gone 
there hitherto?-I speak particularly of Scotch settlers, who are the best and most 
industrious. 

2463. Do you contemplate pers~ns who have. no capital, or persons who have ':I 
capital ?-Persons who have no capital, or very httle, as 1 have already stated. 

24G4. Is it your opinion that if three thousand paupers were sent out well pro
vided, and were tolerably skilled in ordinary agricultural labour, they would· be 
enabled at the end of five years to pay 3/. a year for their land?-Yes; when I say 
they have no capital, I suppose them to be supplied for two years with provisions, 
that Government put them down under that supposition; I have no doubt they 
would be enabled, at th!' expiration of that period, to pay 31. 

2465. ,,'hat would be the value of those t\\O years provisions for a man, his wifr, 
and three children ?-Twelve or fourteen pounds a year; and they will require seeds, 
and implements of husbandry. 

2466. Do you conceive there would be greater facility in emigrants from Nova 
Scotia going to the l! nited States, tban from Canada ?-The facilities are quite 
numerous enough in Nova Scotia; I have never been in Canada. 

2407. Do y'ou think that a great numLer of emigrauts who have gone to Nova 
Scotia, have gone over to the United States ?-The greater number have gone. 

2468. When you speak of emigrants, you do not mean those \I ho have been 
settled on lands in Nova Scotia ?-No, I mean the ellligl<lDt \lho has bE ell landed 
there, and felt his way afterwards to the United States soon after bis landing. 

2469. That observation would not apply to any class of emigrants settled on 
land, leaving that to go to the United States ?-Ko, 1 think certainly not. 

Sabbati, r die Apl'ilis, 1827. 

R. J. WILMOT HORTON, ESQUIRE, 

IN TIlE CHAIR. 

Hugh Di.roll, Esq. of the county of Westmeath, called in; and Examined. 

2470. ARE you a land-agent in the county of Westmeath?-I am. 
2471. Is there a great deal of poverty among the peasantry in that part of tbe 

country 1- Indeed there is. 
247 2 . ~ollid you~ in any ~egree, classify the lower orders of the peasantry, so 

as to descnbe the dIfferent Circumstances under which they are to be found?
The labouring class~s who are employed by the gentlemen of the country for the 
year, are better of! than those who are only occasionally employed, a great 
deal better off . 

. 2473· Will you describe the situation and the general habits and pursuits of an 
In,h peasant.,yho has an acre of land and a cottage, upon any estate you may be 
COl\yersant WIth ?-Those people I speak of, who are occasionally employed, have 
not that comfort; they generally pay for a small house in town, and in the country 
a hut, to the under-tenant, not to the landlord; they are very badly off; but 

those 
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those that have the acre and the house in the way of freehold, are a great deal 
better off. 

2474. With respect to those who have the acre of ground and a house, describe 
to the Committee precisely the average condition of one of those families, that is, 
as to how they cultivate that acre ?-They put potatoes in it, corn and oats, and 
they put their manure on it. 

2475, What is the value of the house on that acre, or the expense of building 
it ?-The acre is generally let in that way where 1 am concerned; at a ponnd I 
value the house, and that acre at about three guineas a year. 

2476. What would be the expense of building that house ?-I think you might 
build for about lOt. a comfortable stone house. 

2477. And would that pay a rent to the landlord of three guineas?-No, I 
think it would be worth that; the landlord gets one pound for the acre and the 
house, and I think it would be worth about three pounds or three guineas, the 
intrinsic value yearly. 

2478. How do you account for that, that the intrinsic value should be three 

founds, and the landlord should only get one ?-That is in case of freeholds; 
say one of the labouring classes who gets that, is a good deal better off than those 

who have it not, for instead of having a good acre, they have on the other side of 
a bog a poor hut. 

2479. What is the manner in which the 40S. freeholder you have described 
cultivates that acre ?-By putting his potatoes and oats in it. 

2480. In what manner does he pay the pound he has to pay as rent to his 
landlord?-,r ith labour; he earns it with labour. 

2481. What are the wages oflabour in that part of the country '!-Thelabouring 
classes mostly, some of them are tradesmen, and some of those who are free
holders are carpenters and blacksmiths; a labourer is well contented if he gets 
what is called constant work, with a gentleman in the country, at 8d. a day one 
part of the year, and 10 d. the other, Irish; that is, above 9! d. for one, and 7 f: d. 
for the other half; he never complains. 

2482. Take a case of a 40S. freeholder, having his land and a house for I [., 

which is intrinsically worth 3t., and who has labour at this rate throughout the 
year, there does not appear any thing in the condition of that Hever to place him 
in a state of distres." does there? -No, he is not. 

2483. Will you state any of those classes, with regard to whom more distress is 
found to exist '!-Those are only the labourer5 who are occasionally employed, 
who are under-tenants to tenants, and live in poor little huts; they don't hold 
under landlords, but under other tenants; the other class, that come to England, 
go through the country in the harvest. 

24~4. Have those under-tenants, to whom you are referring, any land what
ever?-N 0, e;.:cept a little garden, what tliry call a cabbage plot. 

2485. 'Vltat is the expense of erecting a house, such as those under-tenants 
habitually reside in ?-They make it themselves with bog sods, and for a mere 
trifle; they can put one of them up for about 2 t. 

2486. Having only this small cabbage plot, and this house put up for 2/., the 
only source of support which this mal! has is his labour?-Yes. 

2487. What sort of a demand is there for the labour of a person of that de
scription in Westmeath?-There is in harvest and ill spring, but the rest of the 
year he is more than half the time idle; he will pay as much for that house and 
plot, which I have described. to the tenant, as the other man will pay for the acre 
and the house. 

2488. What do YOIl think is the rent for a cabbage plot and a house of this 
description ?-They charge II. 

2489. How in point of fact is he to acquire that pound which he is called on 
to pay ?-By labour and work, as he is called on. 

02490. Then in the course of the year, by the occasional labour which he meets 
With, and by the very cheap manner in which he sustains himself, he is enabled 
to pay the rent ?~Indeed he is' but I think he and his family are half starving 
the whole time. ' 

241)1. Is there a class below the last?-No, that is the lowest class. 
))0. K k 2492. What 
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2492. What is the class immediately above the 408. freeholder ?-The farmer 
is the next class. 

2493. By a farmer, do you mean a man who has some capital 1-Who has 
some lands. 

2494. And capital 1-Yes. 
2495. And who himself employs labourers 1-Yes. 
2496. What proportion of the labouring populat.ion in the county of West

meath do you suppose this last class you have descnbed, bears to the other class 
of labourers below the farmer ?-1 think more than half. 

2497. Of the whole population ?-The lowest class of the labourers are more 
than half of the labourers I have described. 

2498. Speaking entirely of that lowest class, which you have desc~ibed as being 
in such a state of poverty and wretchedness as to b~ almost starvmg, are they 
able to exist without obtai nino- provision or support III some other manner than 
you have described, by charity or otherwise 1-1 think if it was not that they come 
to England, and go to other par~s of Irela~d, th~r c~uld not subsist at home, if 
they did not go and earn somethmg for theu families III that way. 

2499. Do the wife and children remain at home while he is abroad ?-Yes. 
2500. Do they return generally ? -Yes. 
2501. Is there not a disposition on the part of the families to emigrate to other 

parts of the United Kingdom ?-I think. they would all g~ if the.y could; b~t un
fortunately those people that are for gomg are the most Illdustnous, and wIsh to 
better themselves; but the lowest possible class cannot; I think they would be 
glad to go, if they had the ways and means. 

2502. Considering the average price of food in Westmeath, and the quality of 
the provisions which are consumed by this lowest class of persons; considering 
the nature and quality of their clothing, and all their expenses together (alluding 
to those that are retained in their own county and cannot improve their condition 
by removing to other parts,) what is the lowest sum per head at which you would 
estimate the maintenance of a family, consisting of a man, a woman and three 
children, which are remaining in the county of Westmeath in the state of the 
lowest class which you have described ?-I dare say it would not be 3t. a-piece; 
I do not think it would take more than that, from the manner in which they 
live; in fact, they have nothing but the potatoe. 

2503. Can you inform the Committee of the general nature of the earnings of 
a family of this description ?-When they are employed they get more than the 
standing labourer, but that is only in harvest-time; in others they sometimes get 
a shilling a day, and in harvest they get that and their diet; but it is about, on an 
average, in harvest 1 s. without that; and sometimes their families or their boys 
get work. 

2504. Taking the average of these classes, upon whose property do they live, 
on the property of the landlords of the county ?-N 0, generally under under
tenants, in towns; and in country places, upon bogs. 

2505. In point of fact, though they are actual residents upon the property of 
some landlord, may they be so without having any immediate connexion with the 
landlord 1-Y es; they are on the property of the different landed proprietors 
throughout the county . 
. 2506. A.re you of opinion that the estates of the landed proprietors would be 

benefited, m the event of the removal of this particular class of population ?
I have not the least doubt of it; I think it is the wish of the landed proprietors to 
get it if they could. 

2!'07· Would you professionally hesitate to give your opinion, that a landlord 
havmg 4,000 or 5,000 acres, would do well if he could upon reasonable terms rid 
his property of this particular class of occupants ?-It would be a great benefit to 
him, certainly. 

2508 .. Do you not imagine that that property might, if rented by capitalists 
af~er theIr removal, make the returns of that property (no matter by whom re
eelv.ed) . mnch greater than they were prior to the removal of those families ?
I thmk It would; but there are instances in which there would not be an interest. 

2509. In point of fact as to those cases, though the landlord is designated by 
the term of landlord, he does not stand in the real relation which that term de

scribes?-
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scribes ?-No; I think there he would not be interested, but the major tenant 
under him would; I think it would be his the tenant's interest, that is, where 
he held under perpetuity. 

2510. In cases where the soil belongs to the landlord, but where these leases 
are in perpetuity with the sub-tenants, you are of opinion the intermediate tenant 
would be benefited by the removal of this lowest class ?-Certainly. 

2511. How would the landlord, or the intermediate tenant, be benefited by 
the removal of this lowest class of paupers, when the law gives them no claim on 
the land, and their presence reduces the rate of wages ?-If the man was occupied 
as a labourer with the tenant, it is quite a different thing, in my mind; I speak 
only of those who are only occasionally employed, and where there is a redun
dancy of population. In this way, a tenant cannot go on with his improvements 
with safety; they break hedges, and they burn them; where the labourer is 
employed he does not complain; I do not think it would be for the benefit of the 
tenant or him either. 

2512. Are you therefore of opinion that if there was a real demand for the 
labour of these paupers, that in that case it would not be at all desirable to remove 
them ?-Not at all. 

2513. Are the Committee to understand that you are applying yourself to the 
circumstances of those persons for whose labour there is no demand whatever, 
except perhaps at one season of the year, and who during the rest of the year are 
necessarily in a state of idleness and distress, which, combined, might probably 
Jead them into acts of insubordination, prejudicial to the interests of all the resi
dents in the country ?-N 0 doubt of it. 

2514. Then it is only with a view to the peace of the country that you think 
this removal would be advantageous ?-It would be of great service to themselves, 
as well as to the peace of the country. 

2515. Would the landlord have a better rent for that land from which a few of 
these poor families may be supposed to have been removed ?-In answer to that 
I may say I have known myself where a landlord who had lands, let fifty or sixty 
acres to one tenant, and the family married and intermarried, and the land was 
divided; it was afterwards almost impossible to get the rent; I am collecting 
myself in that way; when one had it, I could get the rent easily; but since it has 
been cut up, I cannot get it with that satisfaction. 

2516. Then, in point offact, landlords are beginning to suffer in regard to their 
rents, in consequence of this system of relation and subdivision ?-I find it so. 

2517. Describe the sort of mischief and injury which you observe to arise from 
this unemployed population ?-They are guilty of many petty little things; I do 
not wonder at it, I wonder they do not do more. 

2518. Do you mean that there is any thing like a general, habitual, petty 
pilfering going on ?-I think it has been so . 
. 2519. Does this arise from the actual necessity of their situation, so as to pro
vide themselves with common subsistence ?-I really do think so; there is nothing 
equal to the eagerness with which the Irish labourer will look for work; if he 
hears of work within ten miles to be done in the country, he immediately applies; 
there are no people in the world who wish to be employed more than they do. 

2520. You state that half of the labourers consist of this lowest class 1-1 think 
they do in Westmeath. 

2521. Do you think there would be sufficient labour in the countrv if the whole 
of that half was removed ?-I think there would be sufficient to do the work. 

25 22. How long do you recollect the part of the country which you are speaking 
of?-I have lived in Westmeath ever since I was four years old . 

.2523. Can you mention at any particular distant period what was the state of 
thiS country as to the labouring classes ?-It has increased within the last twelve 
years very much. 
. 25 24. What was the state of the country 30 years ago ?-I cannot state that 
wen . 

. 2525. Twenty years ago ?-The labourers were not near so plentiful; I don't 
thmk there were more than half of the present number; I think they have 
doubled the population in the town I lived in. 
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2526. At the period of 20 years ago were labourers pretty well employed 1-
Better employed then, a great deal better. . 

2527. Do you consider the part ofIreland of which you speak, as a particularly 
populous part?-Yes, indeed it is. . ' 

25 28. Are the lands very much subdivided ?-They are III many Illstances. 
25 2 9. You t~lk of the cabin of this lowest class costing 21. or 31. for its e!ection; 

have you not seen a dry ditch, covered with branches and rushes, occupied by a 
family?-I have. 

2530. Is not the habitation you have alluded to as being near bogs, particu
larly bad ?-Very bad, nothing worse. 

253 1 • A re not many of these built upon waste pieces of land ?-Yes. 
253 2 • Without paying any rent ?-I do not think any are allowed to build 

without paying some rent. . ' . 
2533. Are they not built upon the bog Itself sometImes ?-In many Illstances on 

the very bog. 
2534. Upon the mere bog sod 1-Yes. 
2535. Is not the roof formed with a few sticks ?-Yes, some sticks thrown across. 
2536. Without straw?-Yes, but with bog sods. 
2537. What is the nature of the furniture inside one of these huts ?-They 

generally have a pot and a little crock, and very few other articles. 
2538. What do they sleep upon; do they have bedsteads of any kind ?-In very 

few instances. 
2,'iYJ. What do they sleep upon ?-Very often rushes and straw. 
25.+0. Are these habitations divided into apartments of any kind ?-Generally 

ill one; there may be one little partition. 
2,,)41. ,,'hat sort of bed clothes have they?-O, very bad; their clothing is 

all very bad. 
2542. Have they a sufficient covering of common blankets ?-They have not. 
2543. You have divided the labouring poor into two classes, and the higher 

dass you say are those who occupy an acre of land and have a stone house; and 
their case you say is not so desperate ?-No, it is not. 

2544. \Vill you have the goodness to inform the Committee if the 40 s. free
holders in the county of \Vestmeath, taken as a body, are not labouring under dis
tress ?-1 ndeed 1 think they are, some of them; where they don't get employ, they 
must be in distress too. 

254:)· Do the 40S. freeholders, as a body, in the county of Westmeath, fall 
under the first class, which you have described as consisting of persons better off, 
or are any of them included in the lowest class, whose situation is so desperate?
I have called another class, who are employed by gentlemen through the year, the 
highest class of the labourers. 

2546. Under wh.ieh class .do the 40S. freeholders in the county of Westmeatb 
fall ?-The tlmd; In some Illstances these 40 s. freeholders are employed in the 
first class as labourers. 

254i· And sometimes in the lowest, who havc no labour?--A great many 
have not. 

2548. Are many of the 40S. freeholders in the situation of these unhappy persons, 
in the lowest class ?-;\ ot that I know of. 

~549· Do you not .consider that this state of distress among the lower classes, 
which you have desc~lbed to the Committee, to arise mainly frum the redundancy 
Qf popul;,tlOn ?-I tlunk so, and want of employment. 

2550. In other words, there is no employment that can give an equal demand to 
the labour of these people ?-Certainly not. 

. 255 1 . Are you of .opinion that the practice of the 40 s. freehold system tends t.o 
mcrease the ~opulatlOn ?-I am, and I would be for putting down that syste~ If 
I could; that IS, so far as 40 s. freeholders are made available' I draw the lme 
bet~ee~ 40S. freehold.s made available for the purpose of holding it, and others ~ 
I thmk It adds to makmg them cut up land in that way. 

::.5.52. You are employed by Sir Thomas Chapman?-Yes. 
~5.53· You have stated he was a benevolent landlord?-Yes. Qe wag indeed. 

~554' Yell 
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2554. You stated he was in the habit of making these 40 s. freeholds for political 
influence 1-Yes. 

2555. And notwithstanding these circumstances, you cannot avoid saying that 
the system of the l?wer classes of the 40 s. fr~eh?lders is prejudicial to Ireland, as it 
multiplies populatiOn ?-I say so now; I thmk It does. 

2556. What is the food of this lowest class of labourers ?-Potatoes, nothing 
else. 

2557. What do they drink with them ?-In summer some of them get a little 
butter milk, in the winter seldom any thing but the salt and the water. 

25.18. Are you of opinion that this gives them a sufficient wholesome nourish
ment?-I wish they had better; if they had a little milk with them, 1 think it would 
be quite a luxury, it would be a great thing for the Irish peasantry. 

2559. You have stated, that you conceive that many of them are half starving all 
the time?-I think they are half starving through the year. 

2560. What induces you to form that opinion, is it any thing in their ap
pearance ?-Yes, it is indeed, and the people are bcgg-ing; though I have not 200 
acres, I very often employ these people for the purpose of helping them. 

2561. Does it appear to you that their children are not sufficiently fed, so as to 
be healthy children!-Certainly they are not sufficiently fed. 

2562. Do you think that it has any visible effect upon thir growth and general 
appearance ?-I don't know; 1 think they grow up as well as possible under 
potatoes; it surprises me very much that they do 1001. so well. 

2563. Have you seen any of the statements which have been laid before the 
public, in which it is said that the people are dying from the want of sufficient sub
sistence 1-1 have heard accounts of that in the papers. 

2564. Have you observed that in your own neighbourhood ?-Ccrtainly not. 

256.5. Do you think diseases are at all produced by this system of insufficient 
food?-It may in the places described, but there is nothing of that in my neigh
bourhood. 

2566. Don't you think life would be abridged by their every day suffering for 
a number of years together ?-Certainly, I think so. 

2567. Do you think there is any thing' in the misery and poverty of the people, 
such as you have described in the county of \Yestmeath, which prevents the people 
from marrying?-N othing; they will marry, no matter what their poverty is; they 
marry very young, and that is the great evil. 

2.568. Do you conceive that there is still going on a considerable increase of 
population ?-Yes, I do. 

2569. You think, therefore, that the evil as far as it is involved in excess of 
population, is an increasing evil ?-Certainly it is; the peasant will malTY when 
he is young, he never thinks of being better off, and they haye large families. 

25io. Is the man who is in a better situation, in the first class, more careful 
about marrying, than the poorer man ?-I don't think he is; I think the three 
classes just marry as early; but a farmer, that has a little property, ,yill not marry 
so young. 

2;,i I. Are you aware of any new causes now operating in Ireland, that have a 
tendency to check this progressive increase of population 1_?-;" 0, indeed 1 am not; 
1 don't know of any. 

:25 j'2. Can you contemplate any thing that ('an rell1e!l), the evil, other than the 
removal of a certain portion of these unemployed persons ?-I do not think there 
is any other; I can think of no other. 

257:3. In point of fact, when you speak of labour, are you of opinion that many 
labourers are employed there rather hom motives of charity, than from the idea of 
a beneficial interest accruing to the party employing them ?-Some; I do it, for 
one; others may do it. 

2574. Are you of opinion that, as a general proposition, there is a disposition 
to employ people from an unwillingness to see them want '!-If they could afford 
it, they would employ them all, if they could afford it, but they cannot, 

2~75· Is not much work brought about from the idea of employing them from 
chant~, than by having occasion for their employment, or in respect to the direct 
pecuniary interest of the party?-Some employ them in that way. 
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2576. Taking all these circumstances into consideration, will you i.nform the 
Committee whether you would as a land agent, professionally, be ~Isposed to 
advise a landlord, having this class of unemployed occupants upon his prope~ty, 
to contribute, from a sense of pecuniary interest, towards a system of removmg 
them by emigration ?-I would, certainly. . 

2577. Have you given sufficient consideration to the subject, to b~ able to 
answer the Committee distinctly, whether you think that 20/. for ~ famIly of five 
persons. a man, woman, and three children, bein~ removed entirely and satis
factorily, would be a sum which you could professlOn~lly recomm~nd !o a land
lord to advance or raise, with reference to his own ultimate pecumary: mterest, as 
proved by an increase of income ?-I think if 1 were.to recommend It,. very few 
landlords would contribute the 20 I.; but I would adVise them to subscribe when
ever the people themselves wish to go, and they have a general inclination, that I 
know; but if they take it into their heads that they are to get shut of them by 
a sort of transportation, they would not agree; I think the landlord, if 1 advised 
him to give 20 I per family, he would take into consideration what it would cost 
him, and he would see whether their leaving him would balance that; but I should 
imagine that the landlord would be more disposed to subscribe to have them 
comfortable, and to take them out of their poverty, than he would in the other 
case; I think the landlords of Ireland would be disposed to subscribe something 
towards bettering them and taking them out of their poverty. 

2578. It has already been stated to you that consent on the part of the emi
grant is indispensable, but you must suppose also that the condition in which he 
is to be placed is one of coml'arative prosperity and independence ?-I think 
that would be a great consideration, and would weigh with the Irish landed 
proprietor. 

25i~). How would you answer the question, supposing a landlord had 6,000 

acres, with 50 families of this particular description all willing to emigrate, and a 
question arose what sum per family he, the landlord, would be disposed to sub
scribe, with reference to his own ultimate pecuniary interest, and he had a power 
of charging his property with a certain small annual income, instead of being 
called on at once to come down with the principal sum, for example, if instead 
of paying 20 I. for each family, he were to pay a pound a year for sixty years, 
charged on his property ?-If I were a landed proprietor, I would prefer paying it 
in sixty years; but property is so settled in Ireland by marriage settlements, I do 
not think it could apply longer than for the life of the landed proprietor, it could 
not bind the heir-at-law. 

2.'i~0. Supposing tl~at it were deemed expedient by the legislature to pass a law 
enablmg a tenant for hfe, under certain circumstances and with certain restrictions, 
c~ar~ing his property with an annuity for sixty years, for the specific purpose of 
nddlDg that property of this particular class of occupants, the effect of spreading 
the sum over that period of time would necessarily be to throw a less incumbrance 
on .tI~e actual .tenant for life; now, will you inform the Committee whether, in your 
opmlOn, admlttmg that that were done, there would be more disposition to pay 
down the 20 I. for the .removal of a pauper family of five persons, or to consent to 
saddle the property Wlt~l 1 t. a year for these sixty years ?-I do not think it will 
bear th~t great proportIOn; money at simple interest, in Ireland, will double in 
about sixteen years; I would pay the 201. down, sooner than subject the property 
to 1 I. a year for sixty years, I certainly would . 

. 25 81 . T~en you are of opinion, that the best way would be to leave the indi
vl?ual to raise 201. as he could, and to give him the option of ridding himself of 
thiS class of persons at that expense, if he thought proper ?_I think so . 

. . 25 82 . Under th.ese circumstances, are you of opinion it would be to his interest, 
l~ It was .well c?nsldered, to pay that sum per family, for the purpose of getting 
nd of thiS particular class o~ persons ?-I cannot say that; I have given my rea
sons before, why 1 tl~ought It would benefit the property to remove them, but the 
landlord must be satisfied that for each family he makes 201. by sending them 
away. 

25 83. You will easily understand that in this country where there is a direct 
poor ra~e upon ~hich the poor have a claim, and are cons~quently chargeable upon 
the pan~h, th~t If the means of removing this poor by emigration costs less money 
than their mamtenance, as far as the interest of rate payers is concerned, it is their 

interest 
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interest to remove them; but in Ireland, as appears from your statement as well 
as from other authority, the poor have no claim whatever on the land, conse
quently if they occupy a portion of land however small, and pay their rent for 
that, it does not necessarily appear what advantage can accrue to the landlord of 
that property from getting rid of those persons, however unemployed and however 
destitute they may be; you have stated, from the circumstances of their being 
unemployed and being destitute, they naturally become insubordinate, and that in 
a certain degree, the peace of the country being affected by their situation, all pro
perty may in a certain sense be deteriorated from that circumstance, but still it 
does not present that defined positive advantage, in a pecuniary sense, which the 
landlord is to derive from their removal; if it could be shown that he could let 
his land to other persons for a greater sum than he lets it for to this poor class of 
tenants, nothing would be more easy than to subtract from that increased rent the 
expense of emigration, and then to see if it is his interest or not to do it; but until 
that is proved, this Committee are not able to satisfy themselves as to the direct 
pecuniary profit the landlord is to derive from the removal of these persons; will 
you give the Committee any information with respect to that point?-These 
people do not derive under the landlord, if they diu, it would be a great interest 
to him to get shut of them; they are cottagers under his tenants. 

2584. In the case therefore of those poorer class of persons paying rent direct 
to the landlord, you think he would have a positive pecuniary interest in removing 
them ?-Yes, there is not a doubt of it, when he had not employ for them as 
labourers. 

2585. In such a case as that, do you think he would have a pecuniary interest 
in removing them ?-There is not the least doubt of it. 

2586. In such a case as that, would you hesitate professionally to advise him to 
raise or pay money on his property to the extent of 1 t. a year ?-I would advise 
him to pay what he thought necessary, but I would not fix upon the sum. 

2587. In that case you would advise him to consider the question of contribu
tion towards the purpose of emigration ?-I certainly would. 

2588. Now as to the interest which the other class, the middle tenant, has in 
getting rid of his sub-tenant, do you consider that he would be benefited by the 
removal of this sub-tenant 1-1 think he would if he had one of the long leases 
I mentioned, or a perpetuity; but as to the other tenants, they set their little 
cabins to these people, and get rent which they would not get if they were out of 
it; it would benefit a tenant holding under a long lease to get shut of them, but 
~hose that have short terms encourage these persons to come and settle on these 
little spots. 

2589. You consider a tenant under a long lease to be much in the situation of 
a landlord, and that the same motive which would induce a lanelloru to contribute 
towards the removal of these people would operate more or less to induce a tenant 
to do it?-Yes, a tenant with a long lease. 

2590. Are you acquainted with other parts of Ireland besides that to which you 
have particularly spoken ?-I know a good part of Meath, and part of Longford. 

2.591. Is what you have stated with regard to your own immediate neig:hbour
hood applicable to other parts of Ireland with which you are acquainted ?-I is 
to every part I know. 

2592. Do you think the proportion of labourers in other parts of Ireland is as 
greatly above what is necessary as in the part to which you have spoken 1-

I do. 
2593. The diet of the labouring poor of Ireland being as low as human life can 

subsist upon, what would become of this population if the potatoe crop were to 
fail during one year ?-They would be in.a dreadful starving way; if the potatoe 
crop had not been so good last year as It had been, I do not know what would 
have become of us in Ireland. 

2594· Do you think that if any number of this class of paupers were to be 
removed, there would be either the means or the disposition to prevent the vacuum 
being filled up ?-I think it would be guarded against; I think landed proprietors 
and others would guard against it. 

.2595· Are you of opinion that there is such a conviction on the part of the 
landed proprietors in that part of the country which you are acquainted with, of 
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the detriment which they sustain from this increase of population, that. they wo~ld 
concur in all measures legal and practical to prevent the recurrence of It ?-I thmk 
they would. 

2596. Do you think the tenantry who have long leases, commonl~ known by 
the name of Middlemen would feel in the same degree the necessity of pre
ventinO" in future the sub~lettinO" of land ?-Y e5, I think they would be cautious; o 0 
I hear it much spoken of among middlemen who have long terms. 

259i. Do you think they have be~n sufferers by t~e practice of under-letting. 
with regard to their own pecuniary IIlterests ?-I thlll~ t.hey have .. those that let; 
particularly in the war, the middlemen were very much lllJured by It. 

2.s~)S. Do you think they can make more money by farming tl~eir lands, .than by 
under-Ietting?-I would prefer holdmg the lands myself, to letting them 111 small 
divisions. 

2S<)(). Do you think that that feeling is becoming more general ?-I think it is. 
2(ioo. JIare any families been turned off their lands, in your part of the 

country ?-K o. 
2601. Supposing a landlord wished to remove them, would he find any difficulty? 

-In the parts of Westmcath immediately adjoining where I live, he would not, 
but in the low('r part of \\' estmeath he would; I do not think anyone would take 
it; the people would not take it; I could not get my bailiff to distrain. 

2(it)2. In point of fact, if the population of this description, which you state t() 
the Committee the landed proprietors would absolutely be afraid to eject forcibly, 
was to increase as you have stated you expected they 'rill increase, do you not 
consider there i., an increasing pecuniary interest on the part of the landlords t() 
concur in the rcmoval of sllch a population, and in point of fact, in the end would 
it not nccessarily absorb the wl/Ole of the land '!-I think it would he their 
interest. 

2liu:). Within your knowledgp has any land of late come out of lease when 
a landlord has wi.,hed to remove the tenantry, am] has not done so in consequence 
of apprehendinc~: resistance Oll the part of the occupiers ?-There is a farm Sir 
Thomas Ch~1pman has, of about 50 acres, it has been out of lease for some time 
past. and f was obliged to let it by the year to the family of the man who died, in 
the barony of }\Ioycashcll; I could not get any other to take it. 

2(i('~~. Then in point of fact, thou"h the landlords be ever so well disposed to 
diminish the popuhtion on their estates, there is this .great practical obstacle in tbe 
way of it, name'y, the resid, lice of this tenantry?-Yes. 

260.,). Do you 1I0t cOIl.,iJcr that in addition to the natural apprehension arising 
from this residence of the occupying tenantry, there is an indisposition to subject 
so many person~ to such inevitable misery as a forcible ejectment would produce? 
-I am goins;' to kil the Committee a fact, as to what I have done for a few years 

past, and that Si.r Thomas Chapman did not know of; whcn people got into 
arrear I was to eject them, and I put another name in, as if I set it to another 
man; I did it in tllree instances, and the family are still in possession. When 
they don't pay, and are in great arrear, Sir Thomas orders to eject them; 
I have told hi:n 1 would, I told him that I had set it to another man and 1 have 
done that; I know that Sir Thomas does not know the fact but I t~ll it to tbe 
Committee; 1 don't w:'nt t:) mention it is a secret. ' 

2606, Why' did you do tha~?-I saw the disposition of the country; and 
al~hough Sir 1 homas gave me IllS orders, I thought I did better for all parties in 
tillS way. 

2607. What did you apprehend, if you carried the orders into execution?
I would not get anyone to take it. 

2008. Why?-They would be afraid to take it. 

26u9· 'rhy 1-lt is the Captain Rock system in Ireland; I was asked about 
the driver thc other day, that is the bailiff, he is a confidential man 1 have in the 
different baronies; I could not get him to drive latterly for me. 

2610. Do you think this disposition to resist the landlord is likely to increase, 
or to give way to the landlord's efforts? -J titink it is increasing in W cstmeath. 

21> I l. Do ~'ou not think it is inerea'iil!',; in other parh uf Ireland ?-From hear
,~ty I Ll"heve It I:;, 
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2612. What can you look forward to as the general state of I~eland, or what Hugh Dizon, 
must be the state of the country, if this disposition extends itself?-I don't know, Esq. 

it is horrible. ~ 
7 Aoril, 

David John Wilson, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

2613. IN what part of Ireland do you reside ?-In the county of Clare. 
2614. Have you had an opportunity of hearing the evidence which the last 

Witness has given to this Committee ?-In part. 
2615. The last Witness described the peasantry in the county of \Vestmeath as 

being divided into two classes, one, the labourers who were employeo throughout 
the year, and he described these as the most prosperous class of labourers, and the 
other he stated was a class only employed partially, and he described them to be in 
the most wretched state of destitution; do you consider the state of the peasantry, 
in the part of Ireland with which you are acquainted, to resemble that very much '! 
-I think it differs very much in different situations; a great deal depends upon 
where there is a resident gentry, that alters the situation very much. 

2616. \ Would you describe to the Committee the manner in which the presence 
of the resident gentry can operate, to make so great a distinction as you apply to 
the lower state of peasantry described by the last Witness ?-I should state, that 
the general situation of the mass of the peasantry throughout the country is 
extremely bad; 1 think the causes of that proceeo from joint-tenancy, from sub
letting and subdivisions; 1 think it also proceeds, in a great measure, from early 
marriages; and perhaps the greatest cause of all is the present system of elective 
franchise. 

2617. Do you admit that the causes you classify all tend to produce redundant 
population ?-A redundant population, and misery to that population. 

2618. Do you consider that the main cause of the distress of the lower classes 
arises from redundancy of population ?-I won't say that, 1 won't go so far as to 
say that, because if that population were distributed throughout the country in a 
judicious manner, 1 think the country more than ample to support it, not only in 
comfort, but in comparative affluence with the present state. 

2619. Describe to the Committee the manner in which you can contemplate 
such a distribution, to produce the effect you advert to ?-By dividing the land at 
present held by middlemen, and grass lands, among a portion of the present mid
dling description of farmers. 

2620. Do you concur in the opinion expressed by the preceding Witness, as to 
the small demand for labour ?-Generally speaking, the demand is very small as 
compared with the population. 

2621. Do you agree with him as to the detailed state of the wretchednes 
which he de~cribed, and the habits of living of that lowest class ?-I do. 

2622. Do you agree with him in the opinion, that when that lowest class are 
in direct relation with the landlord, it would be to the interest of the landlord to 
discharge himself of them with some pecuniary sacrifice ?-I think that would 
branch into two considerations. 1 will suppose 1 had a tenant with a large family, 
who held ten or fifteen or twenty acres from me, and who was notan industrious 
man, or who did not pay me my rent with punctuality, and he had a lease of that 
land from me, 1 should then be most happy to contribute towards the removing 
of that man; but if it was a person merely holding a cabin, as we call it, and a 
cabbage garden, in that case the benefit 1 should derive from his absence would 
not induce me to contribute towards the removal of him. 

2623. Have you known instances where the ejectment of this class of occupants 
was practically prevented from a consideration of the consequences ?-I have 
heard of it; it has not occurred to me; it is rather a peaceable part of the country 
where 1 reside; the parts of our county that have been chiefly disturbed are those 
adjoining Tipperary and Limerick. 

2624. Has this system of ejectment been pursued in this part of the country of 
which you have he en speaking?-No, not to any extent. 

. 2625. Should you apprehend the consequences, if it were pursued to any con
Siderable extent, in the part of the country where you reside; do you think the 
people would go peaceably ?-I have found them do so, and I have been obliged 
to send away numbers, I have been obliged to send away 20 or 30 • 
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2626. Are the persons you refer to of the lowest class?-They are of the 
lowest class, except one or two. 

26:2i. Have you brought new comers in their stead ?-No. 
26:28. What have you done with their places ?-A farm belonging to my family 

came into my hands in the year 181g, after the expiratio~ of a lease of 60 years; 
it paid but 18/. a year to me.; th.e gentleman ,,:ho held It of my gr~~dfather re
ceived iol. per annum out of It ; It was set by hIm. to others under a Jomt-tena~cy 
lea<e, which he made to the tenants who were on It. When that gentleman died 
I ~: ot possession of it; I subdivided ~t, ~nd made fences through it, and set it in 
16 divisions; I kept the better deSCrIptIOn of tenants and the men of good cha
r;]cter upon it; I sent away the others; it now pr?du~es me 220 I. a ye~r, paid 
\Iith great comfort, and that gentleman was not pal? IllS 70 t. a year out o~ It i and 
I believe part of the rent which was due when he died has never been paid smce. 

:2(i2g. Do you consider that attributable to the enlargement of the farms ?-To 
the enlarOTment of the farms and giving every man his own division; joint-tenancy 
is a thin"'''' that I never allow; but in two instances I have not as yet been able to 

", 

get rid of it. 
:2630. How many acres are there belonging to this farm ?-Three hundred and 

twenty acres. 
2631. Let an instance be supposed, of a person becoming possessed of a farm 

of that extent, with a small number of persons upon it, at the expiration of a lease 
in the manner you have described, and that the apprehension, which the last Wit
llfSS mentioned, of danger from ejectment was to operate on the mind of the pro
prietor of that farm; do you not conceive, from the statement of direct pecuniary 
profit which you have explained to the Committee arising from the removal of 
that extra population, that it would operate on the proprietor to induce him to 
come forward to contribute towards the emigration of the parties, provided it 
took place with their own consent, and the expense imposed on him was not ex
tl erne ?-That would be appealing in a great measure to his feelings, and not to 
his interests; in that case I would answer, under these circumstallces, I think he 
"ould contribute something towards removing of them, if he had an apprehension 
of not getting rid of them peaceably; I think he would also contribute to the re
moving of them, if he was afraid the tenants he might intend to occupy it could 
not peaceably enjoy it. 

:2 G:} 2. \;V ould it be from a sense of money interest, or from fear?-N ot in a ca.e 
of that kind where the lease was falling in to him, and where he had no immediate 
connexion with the tenants who occupied it before; I do not think a man there 
would come forward to contribute to the removal. 

26:33. In such a case he woultl feel, you think, that he had an opportunity of 
benefiting his property, and that in the prosecution of that, he might eject these 
people and improve llis property accordingly ?-Decidedly. 

26:34· You do not therefore consider that the proprietors would be instigated bY 
a fcelmg for the consequences to the party ejected, to desist from exercisino· their 
legal power of ejecting the tenant?-N 0, I think they would not in many ""cases; 
I cannot lay it down as a general proposition. 

2(i:,S· You entertain .no doubt as to the pecuniary interest which, under the 
te~ms of ~he removal ot that tenantry, would accrue to the proprietor ?-That is 
eVIdent trom the statement I have <riven of the farm what it now produces and 
what it did produce. " , , 

::(i:)(i. In your ~\V n case therefore, with reference to the experience of that 
expenment, supposmg yo~ could not have got rid of these people, except at the 
expense of '20/. for a family, could you inform the Committee of the deo-ree of 
cen~fit or loss you wOl~ld h~ve sustained under the terms of that propositi~n 1-1 
could answcr the questIOn WIth reference to myself but I do not think it would 
bear on the general question; I do not think I sh~uld have been a loser as I sent 
awav only fS:Jr <)~ five families. ' 

263i· <?ould you furni;;I\ the Committee with the number of persons who were 
removed, m order to enable you to effect your division into 16 separate parts?
I cannot state the number of persons; I think there were four or five families. 

26~8. How many did yo~ leave !-Sixteen families; some of these I got rid of, 
knowmg them not to he of mdustnous habits. 

~ 263~' As 
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2639' As to the state of labour and the remuneration for labour in that part of 
the country with which you are acquainted, can you give the Committee any infor
mation on that subject?-I allow my own lauourers 8d. a day, winter and summer; 
I could get labourers from property adjoining for 6d. a day all the year round. 

2640 . What state of comfort does that wage of 8 d. a day allow to the family of 
the labourer who works ?-.\ll my labourers are small farmers; all those people 
who work for me, hold land from me from six to twenty-five acres. 

2641. Do you consider that in point of fact the wages of a labourer are in some 
degree paid in the rent you receive from him as a farmer ?-Their labour accouilt 
is allowed them when they come to settle their rent half yearly. 

2642. Do you let the land to them at a reduced rent, with a view to the price 
at which you are to obtain their labour afterwards ?-By no means. 

2643. Do you consider the price which they pay for their land, a full price?
Yes. 

2644. And their labour is paid for at full price?-Yes, compared with the 
general labour of the country; and wben I have divided a farm, and given each 
man his own division, I cannot get those men to come and work for me now, they 
are in so much better a situation than they were before the separate tenancy 
occurred; some of them, when I called upon them in a hurried time of the year, 
have annoyed me by staying away, and I have told them I would call upon them 
for their rent when due, and they have paid it to the day. I attribute their being 
able to do so, to my giving each man a separate holding. 

2645. You have stated, you dispossessed five families from the farm to which 
you have alluded ?-I dispossessed four, and one I allowed to remain on the farm, 
but he went away. 

2646. What became of them ?-They are residing on land adjoining it. 
2647. Have they got any holding on that land adjoining it?-They have taken 

small houses from cottier tenants. 
2648. Do you consider the slow progress of consolidating farms as leases fall 

in, would materially check the population in Ireland, while the system of middle
men and joint-tenancy remain prevalent throughout the country ?-Decidedly not. 

2649. Is there a large portion of the lowest class of the labourers without labour 
or employment?-Yes, a very large portion. 

2650. Would you say that it is so much as half of them ?-No, I should think 
not. 

2651. What portion of them is there that is employed, of the lowest class of 
labourers ?-At the time of potatoe sowing and in the harvest, and at the time of 
turf cutting. they are tolerably well employed. 

2652. What time does their work begin ?-In March or April. 
:2653. When does it end ?-I should say it ended in June, about the latter end 

of June; they sow potatoes very late in our country; I think about that time it 
ceases. 

2654. Have they no employment after June?-Very little in general, except 
road making. 

265,). Are they then necessarily idle frol!! June until the following March?
I don't say the following March, I stated the spring and harvest as the times they 
were most employed. . 

2656. What. part of the year do you inc.lude in tl?e harvest?-The time they 
commence cuttmg the corn, after that there IS a cessatIOn for a month or six wceks, 
until potatoe digging commences. 

265i. How many months in the year, upon the whole, would you say that they 
were without regular employment ?-I think I could safely say that many of them 
are without employment for five months in the year. 

2658. How do they support themselves during that time ?-The poor people, 
who have merely cabins and cabbage gardens, have what they call con-acres, or 
muck g-round, set out to them, which they take at a high rate. 

26.59. Is that for planting potatoes?-Yes. 
7660. What rate per acre will they give for that?-It varies from 51. to nine 

gumeas. 
2661. How do they find the means of paying for it ?-Sometimes they get 

.labour [Will the person from whom they take it; sometimes they buy a pig, and 
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they feed that pig with the offal of their potatoes, or their small potatoes; that is 
the way it is most generaJIy paid for. 

266:2. With this system, what is the sort of food the people eat ?-Potatoes 
only; that class. 

2(if,:3. Have they any milk ?-In summer. 
2l1(14. "·hat state are their houses in ?-Wretched. 
:2G65. What do they consist of, and how are they built?-:-Where stolle is 

convenient, they are built of stone; and when they are by th~ sIde o~ bogs, they 
are built with the peat sods and mud, sometimes t1~ro.wn uR agamst a dItch. . 

:2li(j(i. How are the roofs of the worst descrIptlOn of them covered 1-Wlth 
very poor slight timber and very small scantling indeed, with sods and rushes 
thrown over them. 

2667. Are you well acquainted with this country?-1 have resided for some 
time here. 

:266S. Don't you think that some of the domestic animals of this country are 
better housed than a part of the population to which you are now alluding in the 
county of Clare!-l have no doubt of it in the worlu. 

26tiq. Have the numbers of this class of people greatly increased of late 1-
Very much, 1 think. 

26711. Could you say, in the course of the last 20 years, in what degree they 
have increased ?-I could not, I have not been residing in Ireland so long, I only 
went to reside there in lSlG, I have been occasionally residing there before. 

2671. Do you think these causes which you have stated, are still in operation, 
and producing this tendency of their numbers to continue to increase ?-Certainly 
they must continue to increase. 

:2Gj:2. Supposing a portion of them were removed by emigration, and those 
causes were not checked, would not the void created by the emigration be filled 
up very speedily?-I conceive emigration will be of great service, but it cannot 
be of permanent service, unless you check those causes which I have aJIuded to. 

:2073. But as a measure concurrent with the repression of those causes, do you 
consider it indispensable for the improvement of the country?-1 think it a very 
desirable measure. 

:2G74. You don't think the landlord will contribute towards the emigration of 
his tenantry, who cannot provide a check against their places being re-occupied L_ 
I think the remeuy always remains with the proprietors, to check it; at the same 
time there is one great inducement held out to the proprietor not to check it. 

'2675. What is it ?-It is the present system of elective franchise. 
'2076. Will you state to the Committee the direct effect of that system 7-Each 

gentleman looks for a particular weight in his county, at least many do; and his 
political weight in the county must depend on the number of 4°8. freeholders 
!hat he has; if he lo?ks to have his rents paid in comfort, and his property in an 
Improved state, he WIll not have such a number of 408. freeholders; if he looks 
to a political interest, he must sacrifice his property to it, by having a great number. 
of 408. freeholders on his property. 

26j7· In what manner does he create this 408. freeholder ?-I have made 
a political interest,. and i~ was for the purpose of evading the late Act; I state it 
faIr!y; and the ~Il~ ,bemg passed to prevent joint-tenancy, as I have a great 
antIpathy to subdI\'Idmg land, I caused my immediate tenants to give leases to 
theIr eld~st son, of three or four acres, at 58. a year; this man becomes a free
hol.der; ~n consequence of this, I inserted a clause in the lease, or got the father 
to Insert It, that that man, upon his marriaO"e should surrender his lease' this was 
to preyent a subdivision of the land. 0 , , 

AljS. If that man w~nt to register, what deed would he produce before the 
cler~ of th~. peace ?-Hls lease that he got from his father. 

2D79· ,\ Ith that condition in it ?-That condition was in it, it was produced to 
the clerk of the peace. 

2680. Have they in fact voted ?-No. 
26S1. ,rhile this system of con-acres and sub-letting is so prevalent over the 

general surfac.e of Ireland, do you think that any of the poorest class, removed 
from any p~rt~cular estate where a consolidation of farms was about to take place, 
would be wIllmg to go to America in preference to seeking con-acres in some other 
parts of Ireland ?-I have observed it is in general those people whom we would 

rather 
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rather keep at home who are anxious to emigrate. Those persons I have described 
I do not think are in general so anxious as the others. 

2682. Are you of opinion that if they were to understand completely that when 
they were removed into a British colony they were to be assisted in planting 
themselves there, it would not have a tendency to increase that disposition to 
emigrate; for, is not their repugnance founded upon a consciousness of their own 
inability to help themselves ?-I think it is in a great degree; but the question 
put to me was as to those people who are sent away. When a landlord sets, or 
when he weeds (as we term it) a farm, he sends away in general those men who 
are not active and industrious, and those are the persons who are least inclined to 
emi~rate. 

2683. You have referred to the proprietors of land as having the means of 
diminishing this class of population; is it not a fact, that the habit that has pre
vailed in Ireland, of letting land under long leases, has very much taken it out of 
the hands of the proprietors to do what you stated it to be your opinion they would 
do ?-I look upon middle-men. having very long leases, and a great interest in 
the lands, as corning nearly under the same class as the proprietors. 

2684. Is it not in point of fact the case, that the Irish landlord has very little 
power indeed over his property, in regard to the manner in which it shall be 
tenanted ?-In many cases it is. 

268.'). Is it not generally the case that Irish estates are under actually existing 
leases ?-I cannot say; I know several that are not so; I know that there are a 
vast number of properties on which there are many leases of large tracts set to 
one man. 

2686. Is it not the case that all land in general is under some lease or other, 
and contradistinguished from the English system of having land let without 
lease ?-Yes, we give leases for lives, and 21 and 31 years. 

2687. Whatever observations you apply to the landlord, might you not apply to 
the middle-men, seeing that they would have the same interest in dividing the farm 
as the landlord ?-Decidedly, but it is not so generally practised. 

2688. You have described the causes of this increase of population, and the 
evils arising from it; are you of opinion that their tendency is to increase or 
diminish ?-To increase. 

2689. Do they not marry the less reluctantly because they are very poor?-No. 
2690. Is not the contrary rather the case ?-Upon my word I should almost 

venture to say so. 
2691. Is it the practice of a man having a small piece of land, to divide it among 

his children at his death, or when they marry ?-When they marry; decidedly he 
gives a portion of his farm to his eldest son; in many cases, where the daughter 
marries a man who has no land, he gives it to his daughter. 

2692. Is that a general practice?-Very general; it is astonishing what a 
difference they make if a girl is to be married to a man who has a piece of 
ground, no matter what rent he pays for it, and a man they call a servant, who 
merely earns his wages, and who is in general in a better situation than the man 
who holds the ground_ 

2693. Describe to the Committee the distinction between the subdivision you 
mentioned and the joint-tenancy ?-As to joint-tenancy, I believe that that system 
arose in Ireland from two causes, one to enable the landlord to get a better security 
for his rent, by having a great number joined in the lease, the other is, that he 
may have a number of freeholders. 

2694. Is it not also to avoid the stamp duty?-Yes, I believe so; I look upon 
it as even a worse system than that of sub-letting; it operates as a millstone 
around the neck of the industrious man. 

2695. Do you mean to say that he pays for the whole of the paupers who are 
joined together with him ?-Not that alone, but he is prevented from improving 
any portion of the ground, for the land being in common, a man who is not in
dustrious would reap the benefit of his improvements. 

2696. Have you observed that the practice of joint-tenancy is increasing ?-N 0, 
not since the new law relating to freeholds. 
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Lieut.-General Robert Browne, called in; and Examined. 

2697. WHAT part of Ireland do you reside in ?-My property is in the county 
of Wexford. 

2698. Have you had an opportunity of hearing the evidence that has. been 
given by the two last Witnesses ?-I have; but 1 am not enabled to speak In the 
same way that they have, because 1 ~m not resident~ owing to family circum_ 
stances, which I could explain, and which would be satisfactory; but 1 have every 
inclination to do good. " 

2699. As far as your knowledge goes, do you concur III the statement which 
has been made respectino- the condition of the lowest classes ?-Upon my estate 
the tenants are rather co~fortable; but I believe great distress prevails in other 
parts. 1 have employed nearly fifty labourers daily through the winter, and 
planted upwards of 100,000 trees, besides improving farms to re-let; but few of 
my tenants came forward to procure work, they were mostly strangers. 

2700, Do you consider that the population is redundant on your property?
No, not particularly on my property; my tenants occupying, and not sub-letting, 
generally. 

2701. Do you know what proportion the populaticn on your property bears to 
the number of acres ?-I cannot immediately say; I have upwards of 3,000 

statute acres. 
2702. How many people have you got upon them 1-1 suppose 1 have got 

about fifty tenants who pay me rent. 
2703. Have not these tenants many sub-tenants ?-Only two or three oftbem 

have sub-tenants. 
2704. Have they sub-tenants to any considerable amount 1-0ne tenant bas a 

very large holding, and sub-lets to a considerable amount, but whose lease termi
nates this year, and consequently all sub-letting in this case ceases. 

2'705. Are these 3,000 acres of yours cultivated?-Y es; there are about 180 

acres of rock besides, called Carrickburn, most part of which I hope to plant, the 
rest is cultivated and profitable. 

2706. Are the estates in the county of Wexford generally circumstanced in the 
manner you have described your own to be ?-Some are; Mr. Boyce's and Mr. 
Goff's are in a higher degree of cultivation and order. 

2707. Does not the county of Wexford differ very much in its circumstances 
from many and most of the other counties in Ireland, from its having the supply 
principally from the market of Dublin, with many articles of food through the 
port of Wexford ?-I think it has a great advantage in its exports and imports with 
Dublin and England, its navigation in both respects being well circumstanced. 

2708. Has the system of subdividing land existed much in the county ofWex
ford, of late 1-1 believe not; the system now is large farms. 

2709. Are not the farmers of Wexford, in general, persons of some property 
and capital ?-Generally speaking they are tolerable; but some are considerable. 

2710. Does it appear to you that they obtain more profit from farming their 
land than by under-letting it, as is the practice in the southern and western parts 
of Ireland ?-I think sub-letting not general, and consequently not profitable. 

2 ill. Have you bee.n empl?yed some years in clearing your estate of tenants ? 
-Last year I had occaSlOn to eject three or four who were much in arrear ofrent. 

2j 12. Did you find it in the state you have descrihed it to be with regard to 
population ?-Not incumbered with population. 

27 13. You state that about fifty tenants live on these 3,000 acres ?-About 50 
tenants pay me rent; there are a few of them have sub-tenants amounting in the 
whole to about twenty. ' 

27 14. Did you find it in that situation ?-Yes, 1 found it in that situation. 
27 15. We I'e there not more tenantry on it than you describe there to be noW 1 

-No. 
27~6. In point of fact you are not in a condition, are you, to consider tbe 

ques~lOn ~s to your own interest in removing a part of the population ?-I :1Voll~d 
c?nslder It to the a~vantage of the landlord to assist any tenant, who fa,lled 1D 

hiS payments, to emigrate, and 1 would contribute thereto if the tenant wIilmgly 
and voluntarily surrendered his lease. 

27,17· What is the state of the labouring classes in the county of Wexford 1-
I b~heve there are a great many that require labour; but few of my own tenants 
are 10 that state. 

27 18. Do 
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27 1 8. Do you consider that that is owing to an orig'inal state of circumstances 
there, or owing to the particular pressure of the times ?-The superabundant 
population occasions the demand for labour. 

27 19. Can you speak of the state of labour in Wexforcl ?-N o. 
2720. Have you heard the last Witnesses speak of the state of the labouring 

-classes in the counties of Westmeath and Clare ?-I have. 
272 1. Is there any such state of things in Wexford ?-I believe not, except in 

the towns, where there is a redundant popul?.tion. 
2722. Can you assign any causes which have operated to prevent that state of 

thinO"s in the county of Wexford, which you have heart! the Witness describe as 
being the case in the county of West meath, and in other parts of Ireland ?-I 
think the industry prevalent in t:le county of 'Vexford occasions less time for other 
pursuits, which richer soils may afford, the connty being mostly arable, and re
quiring much Idhour to produce crops. If the labouring population of Ireland 
were employed upon interior navigation and road communication, in the unem
ployed months of the year, particularly for the next three months, 1 think it 
would be very desirable, for many reasons, and alleviate great distress likely to 
prevail; they might be had for sixpence per day. 

2723. Have you ever taken into consideration the amount of money necessary 
to give them that employment?-I have not. 

2724. When the three months are over, what is to happen then ?-The harvest 
would come in to employ them. 

2725. Has it ever occurred to you, that the number of persons wantin,~ employ
ment in Ireland amouut to probably a million ?-I h:l.Ve no doubt the labouring 
class amounts to that. 

2726. Have you calculated how many millions of money are necessary to give 
them employment ?-I have not. 

2727. Do you think turnpikes on these roads might pay the expenses of the 
labourers ?-Turnpikes would be detrimental to agriculture. 

2728. How do you propose to raise money to employ them ?-I think grants 
from Parliament, assessments ou the county, and individual subscriptions. 

2729. Are the assessments a good deal complained of?-The present system is 
much complained of, and gives rise to great jobbing and dissatisfaction; under 
intelligent and professional men it would be otherwise. 

2i30. Is the diet of the labouring classes in the county of Wexford principally 
potatoes ?-I believe principally potatoes. 
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2731. ARE you acq,uainted with, the. vicinity ~nd town of Galway?-Yes. JO~~~~dkin, 
2732. Is the state ot the populatIOn III the neighbourhood of Galway particu-~ 

larly wretcbed ?-Not so bad in the immediate neighbourhood of the town of 
Galway as in the inland part of it. 

2733. Have you had ",n opportunity of hearing what the two first two Witnesses 
who have been examined to-day, stated, respecting the condition of the lower 
classes ?-Yes, I have heard the three Witnesses that have been examined. 

2734. Do you mainly concur with them as to that state of distress, as shown by 
the nature of their food, and the general state of their condition ?-Yes, decidedly; 
I have no doubt of it. 

~73.s. Do you con,cur strictly as ~o the causes of the redundant population, 
whIch have led to thiS result, as particularly stated by 1\lr, Wilson 1_ Yes, in a 
great measure j I do entirely coincide with him . 
. 2736. Do you consider the joint-tenancy, forty-shilling freeholds, amI subdivi

SIOns of farms, have all operated to produce that result ?-Decidedly. 
2737· Are you of opinion that this evil is in point of fact increasing, and has 

a tendency to increase ?-Decidedly; I think it has been increasing every year 
since I resided in that county. 
. 2738. Are you aware of any causes in Ireland that are likely to prevent that 
mcrease going on?-\Yhy, if there was an alteration made, and not the same en
~ouragement given to the elective franchise, it would greatly contribute to it; 
It a,dds considerably to the increase of the population, the subdivisions of land 
wlllch are occasioned by the increase of the elective franchise . 

. 2739· ~hat would be the effect of a failure of a single potatoe crop ?-From 
the expertence I have had, and particularly in the year 1822, it would be quite 
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ruin to the population of the south and the west of Ireland; there their support is 
exclusively the potato crop. 

2740. Could human life be supported in this poorest class,. or the pea~e of 
the county be preserved, in the supposed case of the tot~l failure of a smgle 
potato crop, without assistance from this country?-Certalllly not; ~nless the 
same generosity were extended as in 1822, one fourth of the populatron would 
in all probability perish. . 

2741. Without considering the nature of property III Ireland, ?o you not con
sider that whenever a pauper tenantry, s~ch as. have been descnbed ?y .the Wit
nesses, are upon property in direct relatIOn with the landlord, that It I~ to the 
pecuniary interest of that landlord, that that tenantry should be got nd of!
I think it is decidedly injurious to the property, unless the landlord has an object 
in having a large political interest in the county; and perhaps he prefers that, to 
receivinO" the value of his lands. 

2742."Do you consider that the middleman, with a long lease, is in point of 
fact, ir, relation to the land, interested in disposing of that tenantry?-No, I don't 
think he is, he has not the same interest, it is immaterial to him how that property 
is deteriorated; a middleman, when he takes a farm, has the best of it himself, 
and the worst part of it he lets to the cottier tenants, for the purpose of cultivating 
that farm, or for any improvements that may be contemplated; he has not the same 
interest as the landlord, and he don't care what injury is done to the property. 

2743. Do you not consider that a middleman, at the commencement of a lease 
for thirty-one years, or three lives, is very much in the situation of a landlord?
No, I think not; he cannot have the same interest, for this reason, he can get out 
of a difficulty when he pleases, as in most leases in Ireland there is a triennial 
clause of surrender; if he finds the property deteriorated by having worked out the 
land himself, or that his under-tenants have reduced the land, he serves a notice 
of surrender, and gets out of it at once; but the landlord is the person injured. 
I have not known a single lease without a triennial clause of surrender; residing 
in the county, I happen professionally to know it; I have had an opportunity of 
seeing several of the leases which contained this clause. 

2744· Are those clauses confined to Galway ?-No; they are all through the 
province of Connaught, and a great deal in other parts of Ireland. 

2745· In the supposed case of a middle-man with a 31 years lease, without 
that triennial clause, would you not consider him more or less in the character of 
a landlord ?-Decidedly. 

2746. Are you sufficiently acquainted with the system of leases in the province 
of Leinster, so as to say if the clause is common there ?-No. 

2747· Or Ulster ?-I have no knowledge of Ulster; I have known many leases 
in Leinster have that clause. 

:2 748. You consider therefore, do you, that in the condition of the landlord, 
from whom this poor tenant immediately holds, he has a pecuniary interest in re-" 
moving him, and that in consequence of his removal his income would be in
creased, supposing he has no collateral motive ?-I think his interest would be 
increased; and I think if landlords were to consider the wretched condition 
these persons are in, they would make a sacrifice to get them a situation more 
comfortable. 

2749· Having merely reference to his interest, do not you think the income of 
property generally, under these circumstances, would be increased by the removal 
of that class of tenants ?-It depends upon the lenO"th of time that the common 
tenan~ry ha~e been. on .the property, for the long~r they are there the more im
poven~hed IS the SItuatIOn of the land; in Ireland they bring the land. to that 
state, It cannot produce what would support themselves, much less paymg rent 
for the land. 

27.?0. Supp?sin~ the case ~f a long lease which had just terminated, and t?e 
pr.opnetor commg mto possessIOn of that property and finding it crowded With 
thiS sort of tenantry, do you not think that the landlord would be materially bene
fite? in a pecuniary point of view by the removal of them ?-There is no question 
of It. 

.27.51. In case, either from motives of humanity or from motives of apprehen
SIOl!, a landlord we.re to hesitate to remove such tenantry, when he is supposed t? 
be lllflllenc~d .by either or both of those motives, do you not conceive that It 
wo~ld be hIS mterest to contribute to the removal of them by emigration, sup
pOSlllg the poor tenant were consenting to such a measure and he the landlord, , , 

were 
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were satisfied it would be attended with the prosperity and independence of the 
tenant 1-1 am satisfied it would be the advantage of the landlord to get rid of 
them; but the misfortune wo,:ld be, that the ~ersons who would offer to emigrate 
would be the persons whom It would be the mterest of the landlord to retain on 
the property; it would be better that he should have a larger portion of land; 
you would be obliged to force ont of the lands the persons w hom it would not be 
for the interest of the landlord to remove. 

:J752. The case that may be put to you is this; supposing a proprietor inherits 
a farm which is just out of lease, upon which there are twenty families, and he 
feels that the most judicious and beneficial mode of managing his property is to 
remove ten of these families, and to divide the property into ten farms, he would 
naturally select the best ten families upon the property to place them there as 
farmers; but suppose, with respect to the remainder, he is either induced by hu
manity, with reference to the situation of these parties when ejected, or by appre
hension of the consequences of ejecting them forcibly, to hesitate so to benefit his 
property; in such a supposed case, under these terms and conditions, are you of 
opinion he would be disposed to contribute towards the removal of these ten fami
lies by emigration, provided they were consentient to it? -I am quite satisfied 
the majority of landlords would be. 

2753. Considering how general the system of con-acres, 40S. freeholds, joint
tenancy, and subdivided tenancy, still remains in Ireland, would not the process of 
consolidating farms, as leases fall out, be too slow materially to check population 
for many years ?-I am quite certain it would; its operation would be very slow. 

2754. That being the case, supposing by emigration a considerable body of 
the poorest classes were immediately removed, would not that void be speedily 
filled up by the tendency of the population so to increase?-I am quite certain 
it would. 

'2755. Would a proprietor have the opportunity of keeping his estate clear from 
the coming on of any new people, if he chose to do so ?-That would depend on 
the manner in which the leases were drawn. 

2756. Suppose the proprietor incurs considerable expense to reduce the popu
lation of his estate, will he not have, under the present state of the law, abundant 
opportunity to prevent the influx offresh people on that estate, if he chooses to do 
so 1-Yes, by the sub-letting Act he will. 

27.57. But notwithstanding the landlord should do all in his power in that way, 
will there not be a continual increase of population going forward upon other 
estates 1-1 am quite certain there would. 

2758. But supposing it were to be the general practice, in the case of property 
falling out of lease, to increase the size of the farms, and to remove the extra 
tenantry; and supposing the proprietors, who contributed towards the expense of 
the removal, were to act steadily and systematically, to prevent the recurrence of 
population upon their particular property, do you not think that alone would form 
a security for the repression, to a certain extent, of the population in Ireland 1-
Certainly it would, to a certain extent. 

2759. If combined with other remedies of a legislative nature, do you not think 
it would be a growing counteracting effect to the present system, under which 
population has so increased 1-1 think it would, but it would be slow in its 
operation. 

2760. You think the effect of the remedy by emigration would be immediate, 
and the tendency of the population to diminish would be slow 1-Yes. 

2761. Have you formed, in your own opinion, any idea within what number of 
years the population of the country you are acquainted with has doubled 1-1 
cannot say. 

2762. Has it increased very much 1-Yes, it has. 
276S. Is it increasing still ?-I think it is. 
2764. Is the practice of dividing land among children going on ?-It is quite 

prevalent throughout the county I reside in. 
2765. Is the proportion of people who are employed very large ?-No, I think 

not; there is a very considerable want of labour in that country, amI they cannot 
get employment. 

2766. Are there any that can get reg'ular employment during the. year 1-Yes, 
those who live in the neighbourhood of gentlemen residing upon thetr property. 

2767. Are farmers rich enough to give employment to a regular ~et of labourers 
through the year?-No, in that county there are a number of grazmg farms, and 
on them but a small extent in tillage, of course little labour is required. 
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2768. You have stated, that although a practice could immediately commence 
from the time of the fallina- out of leases, of ridding all the extra tenantry from 
the lands, and dividing them into proper proportions, still ~n your opinion the 
population would increase; what conceivable measure~ or C1rcumstan~es do you 
look to that would effectually diminish that tendency ~h\(:h takes p~a~e. In Ireland, 
to the prejudice of that country?-I think .preventmg the subdivIsIOn of land 
would contribute in a areat measure towards It. 

2769. But what oth~r measures o~ a rractical na~ure do yo~ look to, which can 
remedy the evil1-1 think an alteratIOn m the electIve franchise would be a great 
means of accomplishing it. ., . . 

2--0. But still would not any check be very Imperfect, whICh did not mterfere 
With 'the existina enO'aaements as between middlemen and joint-tenants ?-Yes, 

b b b 

certainly. . ' 
2771. Is the habit of early marriage prevalent In the country ?-O, very, very 

early. ., .. 
277 2 . Do you conceive the CatholIc clergy contnbute to that by their Influence? 

-I cannot say they do. . . . 
2773. Do you think they take any pains to check the habits of early marrIage, 

by advising persons not to marry until they can see what w~y t~ey can provide for 
a family 1-1 cannot suppose that the clergy of any persuaSIOn mterfere; probably 
if they are consulted, they would give their advice or opinion; I am not aware 
that they volunteer to do it. 

2774. Are the people themselves at all sensible of their own condition, and of 
the evils they suffer in consequence of their own numbers?-N 0; they feel probably 
when they \rant clothes and food, but beyond that, as to any remedy to be applied 
to their situation, 1 believe they never consider it. 

2775. Are you aware of the extensive petitions on the part of the poor, which 
have been sent up from the south of Ireland, to be assisted to emigrate?
Yes. 

2776. Do those petitions come from the poorer classes, or the class above the 
poorest ?-I have known no petition from the county I reside in, to enable them to 
emigrate. 

2777. Do the proprietors of land find a difficulty, when they wish to remove 
tenants after a lease has fallen out, in getting rid of them, and providing other 
tenants to take their place ?-Not in the county in which I reside; I don't think 
landlords have reason to apprehend any bad consequences; they must feel for 
their situation, yet still they are unwilling to remove them, although their interest 
requires it. 

2778. What in point offact becomes of these people, when they are so removed; 
do they become occupants on the adjoining land ?-Perhaps it increases the diffi
culty on other property, and contributes to the sub-letting of the property next 
to it. 

2779. Have proprietors in the county of Galway proceeded to clear their estates 
as the leases have fallen out?-There has been a great increase of the number of 
freeholders registered, and I think there seems to be a great rage to increase it. 

2780. Do you know the fact, of a remission of rent to pauper tenants with a 
view of indu~ing them to give up the legal claim they had on the property 1-
I have done It myself; I have had 1,000 t. due by a number of common tenants, 
I. have said, Plant your P?tatoes, pay ur your rent to the last l\Iay, hold the place 
tIll next May, and then qUIt, and I wIll gwe you a receipt in full to get rid of you. 

2781. "hat would be the amount of that year's rent upon an average ?...,-In the 
farm I allude to it came to about 790l. 

271'2. Therefore, in point of fact, you gave 7901.-1 did not give it out of my 
pocket. 

2 i83. I~_ point of fact, you gave up a legal claim over 7901. to get rid of these 
people?- Yes . 

.2784. What became of them?-They went on the different properties in the 
neIghbourhood; that was the evil which I wish to get rid of. 

2i 8:'): Can any thing more clearly demonstrate the opinion entertained by 
yourselt and ot.hers, of the ad:,antage of getting rid of this class of persons, tha.n a 
consent to sacnfice a legal claim to that amount?-It would be a desirable object 
that something should be done for the people; I think combined exertion on the 
part of~he landlords would render such a thina- unnecessary. 

2i8~ .. How many families did you get rid ~f?-I should suppose about.52 or 
53 famIlIes, they held about 552 acres of land. 

~ 2787. What 
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2787. What is the nature of the combined exertion you allude to ?-It would 
be that the landlords should exert themselves to have a better system of husbandry 
introduced; for the consequence of the introduction of the lower order of tenantry 
into the county in which I reside, is, that they exhaust the land, and after a few 
years it is to~ally unequal to s~pport them; the~ they are driven to s~bsist them
selves by takmg con-acres, wInch effectually rums the man that does It, from the 
high rent they pay for it; and if there was a failure in the crop, they would be 
obliged to dispose of any substance next at hand to support themselves. 

2788. Can any improvement in the mode of agriculture take place, except under 
the consolidation of farms ?-No, I think that would add materially to it. 

2789. Do you not consider the removal of the population essential to the im
provement of husbandry in Ireland ?-To a certain extent. 

2 i90. You have alluiled to the combined exertions of the landlords, but it 
appears from the succeding answers, that you do not contemplate the possibility 
of that combined exertion being carried into effect, except as coupled with the 
removal of extra tenantry ?-N 0, they should go on with that, without the extra 
tenantry being removed. 

2791. Is it your opinion that the people might be employed sufficiently by this 
improved system of husbandry r-If there were capital to enable the farmers to 
employ the people; if they had not capital they could not employ them, that 
system could not go on without it. 

2i92. Is the real evil, then, this general want of capital in Ireland ?-Decidedly. 
I think the want of capital, in the county in which I reside, has contributed in a 
great measure to the distress of the people, for the farmer cannot afford to employ 
them, and the people, for the want of labour, must be in a very distressed, miserable 
situation. 

2793. Seeing that the progress of this increase of population is so rapid and so 
great, from your experience of any improvement that may be going on in Ireland, 
do you contemplate such an equivalent increase of capital as shall be at any time 
adequate to employ this great population?-That would be a very difficult question 
to answer; I cannot see through what channel that capital is to come into the 
country. 

2794. What is the usual size of the farms ?-From 400 to 500 acres, down to 
one acre. 

2795. Then what proportion, of the country with which you are best acquainted, 
is possessed by persons having from one to ten acres? - I should suppose 
one-third. 

2796. If a different distribution of the land were made, and farms from 20 to 
25 acres were the smallest, do you conceive the same extent of population would 
be required, under any circumstances, if capital were to be employed in the culti
vation of lands so divided, that are occupied in the manner now described ?-It 
would depend upon what extent of the lands could be converted into tillage; I 
understood the division of tbe land was to be into farms of twenty acres. 

2797. If one-third of the country with which you are acquainted is occupied 
by persons who have potatoe grounds or small farms, extending from one to ten 
acres now, if a change in the mode of letting was practised, so as to give persons 
not less than twenty acres of such land, would all the persons now employed in 
tilling the farm of one acre up to ten acres, be necessary for the tillage of the land 
when divided into twenty acres each ?-Certaillly not. 

. 2798. In fact, would there not be a reduced demand for labour if there were an 
'improvement in th~ mode of lIusbandry ?-Certaillly. 

2799. Then all these superabundant persons, in this view of the question, might 
IDe removed ?-Decidedly. 

2800. In the part of Ireland with which you are acquainted, are there a great 
number of persons who have no other apparently available source of living than 
begging?-That is a very difficult question to answer; but I can only say that their 
families are begging, and not tlu,; individuals themselves. The practice in the county 
I live in is, that they have a miserable cabin, and they plant a certain portion of 
their con-acre potatoes, and they cut a little turf; the principal of the family comes 
to this cOllntl'y tl, work, the \\ife and children go to beg. and in many instances he 
fe.turns with the money he has eartlt'd wifh his labour, and pays the con-acre rent 
wtth It, and the familv return from beO'oino-. .. r,~ 0 

280'1. When the. family beg in this way, do they leave the country, and wander? 
550. - ·The 
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-The head of the family, the man, comes to this country to work; . the wretched 
wife and children travel through the county and the adjoining counties. 

2802. Is this a practice that is general ?-It is to a great extent, but not 
general. 

2803. Are there some hundreds who do thi~ ?-More .than that, a great deal.. 
2804. Would the Witness, as an Irish proprIetor, be disposed to co-ope.rate with 

the government of this country, in removing the surplus te~antry. from this estate? 
-That is a thing which would require a good de.al. of consideratIOn;. I would first 
weigh well, if I had a common tenantry so p}aced, If It would be for their adva~tage.; 
that would be the first thing I should consider; and secon~ly, I would consider If 
it would be for the general interests of the country, that IS, for the advantage of 
the empire in general. Though ~ say it would be for th~ ad~antage of the lll:nded 
interest to remove them off their property, yet there I" sttU such a quanttty of 
waste land, I think these people could be very usefully employed, and afterwards 
their service would be of great use to the State. 

2805. You must be aware that no waste land could be cultivated without some 
expense ?-Certainly not. .., . . 

2806. Kow be good enough to Imagme. the cITcumstance. o~ a ma~, hiS wife, 
and three children, ejected from property III Ireland, whom It IS considered de
sirable to place on some waste land, could you inform the Committee of the 
expense that would be necessary to place that man upon that waste land, so that 
he might gain a livelihood for himself and an independent subsiste~ce ?-It would 
depend in a great measure upon what terms the land upon whIch he was to 
be placed was obtained, and what value the proprietor would set upon that 
property. 

:2 8°7. Taking the average of waste land, which, from the circumstance of its 
being waste, must be of very small value, but requiring cultivation, which can 
only be carried into effect under circumstances of expense, would you have the 
goodness to direct your attention to the details of the expense, so as to furnish a 
comparison between the expense necessary to be incurred by removing the parties 
to the colonies, where land of such fertility is in the proportion of ten to one over 
the waste lands of Ireland ?-I think some of the waste lands of Ireland might be 
made extremely productive, and probably a great deal more than a great propor
tion of those at present in cultivation; for instance, in the lands on the sea coast 
the weed is burnt into kelp; if the population were living on the coast, they could 
apply that to the cultivation of the land, instead of making it into kelp. 

2808. As the waste lands must necessarily be very cheap, and of little value, 
can you account for it, that individuals looking out for a purpose to which they 
can apply their capital, do not take these hl1lds to cultivate them, considering how 
cheap the labour must be which they can procure under the present circumstances 
in Ireland ?-The capitalist is not in Ireland; and the capitalist of this country 
will not venture his capital in Ireland until he is satisfied of a security; and until 
the country is in a state of tranquillity, no capitalist would venture to embark his 
property in it. 

2809. Though that may be the case generally, do you not think there would 
be instances of individuals ready enough to use their capital, if they thought it 
would answer?-No, I think the risk would be too great. 

281.0. If these waste lands were divided in the way you suggest, by way of 
affordmg employment to people, would not that circumstance itself be a new cause 
for increasing the pop.ulation ?-Certai?ly ~t would, but it would be a remedy for 
the present m?ment; In the county I lIve m, Galway, there are more waste lands 
than would gIVe employment and subsistence to all the families who have emi
grated from this country for the last five years. 

2811. Would it n?t be pos.sible that the progress in the population that would 
accompany such settlmg on thiS waste land, would still keep the o-eneral state of 
the people in as depressed a condition as that in which they nolV are ?-I 
think not. 

2812 •. If it could be shown that the expense of placing a man and his wife and 
three children on the waste lands in Ireland would be no more than that of re
moving. them to the colonies, and that there would be an equal chance of success 
for the Independence of that family so placed there there could be no doubt it 
w~uld be. ill worth their while to remove from the country, and consequently 
thIS quest~on must depend on an accurate examination of the expenses necessary 
to be so mcurred; and as the experiment of colonization in Canada has been 

made, 
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made and has been successful, and as the experiment at home has not been made, 
there'is no data upon which to form any comparison; it would be desirable, there
fore if the Witness could inform the Committee as to what expenses would be 
req~isite to enable a peasant, plac~d on the waste lands of Ire.land, to suppo.rt him
self independently, and pay back III any degree the expense Incurred for hIS loca
tion there?-Why the waste land that I allude to, he would get for about 5 s. 
per acre, probably considerably less, that is, 5 s. the Irish acre, and supposing him 
to have ten acres, the capital he would require for that would be about 20/. 

which I apprehend is not so much as it would take to send a family to Canada. 
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2813. How long might he and his family maintain themselves in a state of 
independence upon these ten acres ?-Every year, after the first two years, his 
comfort would be increasing', because his land would be improving; it would be 
brought from an unproductive state to that which is productive. 

2814. Do you think a labourer, his wife, and three children, who had 201. 
given to them, and who were removed upon ten acres of waste land, might be 
enabled to support themselves and their families in a state of independence 7-
I think they would, at least in the county I reside in, I cannot speak to any other; 
I think they would in Galway. 

281 5. Is it not extraordinary, if it is so much to the interest of the parties to 
get rid of this tenantry, and if it is to be done upon such easy terms, that nobody 
has made the experiment to try it ?-I am really at a loss to account for it; but, 
unfortunately for the Irish character, they are attached to the place where they are 
bred, and unwilling to remove. 

2816. Supposing these ten acres of waste land, from having been unproductive, 
become productive, don't you think, according to the Irish practice, the tenant 
would be disposed to subdivide his farm, when his sons or daughters became 
marriageable ?-Unquestionably, unless it was guarded against by the proprietor. 

281 i. Would not the progress of population be still going forward ?-Unques
tionably it would. 

2818. Would not these ten acres, in the end, be insufficient to maintain that 
man and his children ?-Not the family of five. 

281g. When these people grow up, would it not be insufficient to maintain the 
descendants of that family?-I would be at a loss to calculate the ratio of the in
crease of the family. 

2 820. You have stated that you remitted 700 t. to some people, to quit?-Yes. 
2821. If you had reason to believe they could be planted on these waste lands, 

and prosper, at an expense of 20 t. per family, do you not think you would have 
made a better bargain in removing them, under these circumstances?-That would 
have been a double loss, the families VI ould have taken that from me, and I should 
also have had to pay afterwards for them to emigrate. 

2822. You say you could have got good waste land at 5 s. an acre; why could 
you not have planted these people there, and have found them employment, so 
that they should pay you rent?-They would not go there. 

2823. Did you get an increased or diminished rent, from removing those 
tenants ?-A very diminished rent, for the land they held was quite reduced in 
quality. 

Thomas Spring Rice, Esq. a Member of the Committee, made the 
following Statement. 

IN order to acquire information with respect to the subject which has occupied 
the attention of the Committee, I ventured to circulate a few Queries among 
persons extremely competent to give information. I hold in my hand the Answers \ 
which have been given to me (together with the questions) by one of the most 
extensive Land Agents in the province of Connaught, and one of the most intelli
gent individuals. I consider them so important, particularly as they are accom
panied by a rental, and a statistical account of one property in the county of 
Mayo, that, with the permission of the Committee, I will take the liberty Qf putting 
them in. 

[7ne Papers were delivered in and read, and are as follow:] 
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No. I. 

t. DO you know many cases in which it would be 
worth while for a landlord to contribute 20l. (or 3l. lOS. 
for seven years,) in order to ensure the removal and 
comfortable location of a man, his wife and two children, 
in Canada; and so for a greater number? 

2. Do you know many cases in which the interest of 
such expenditure would be paid in the increased rent 
that would be received for the farm? 

3. Do you know many cases in which the iutro
duction of a proper system of manao'ing and cultivating 
estates is impeded by the excess of p"'opiilation thereon? 

4. Do you know any cases of disturbances and viola
tion of the peace, which have arisen in consequence of 
the removal and dispossession of tenants? 

I know not of such a case; I consider the evil exish 
to an extent too great to admit of a sensible impression 
being made by any sum a landlord could in prudence 
undertake for. 

I consider t~ere would be .a gre~~ addition to paid 
rents, by the Increased secnnty anslDg from the im. 
proved condition of the tenantry. 

I do not know of any estate, in which a proper system 
of IIl:anagement. IS not ab$olutelg prevented by the ex. 
cesslve populatIOn. 

In this county, dispossession has not proceeded () 
any great extent; whatever slight breaches of the law 
ma~ have occurred,. I attribute principally to an er. 
cessIVe pauper populatIOn. I know but of two instances 
of vil!ages be!ng wasted on the expiration of leases; and 
notWIthstandIng very great expense and pecuniary sacci. 
~ces by the landlord, the torment of the proceeding was 
Intolerable. 

No .. -, 
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No. I-continued. 
5. If the population were reduced on. townlands where 

it now exists in excess, do you conceive that the pro
prietors of land are generally aw~r~ of the necessity of 
chtcking the recurrence of the eVil III future? 

I believe the existence of the evil, and the necessity 
for checking it, to be universally admitted j and that the 
prevalent desire to increase the 40 s. freehold interest 
can alone overcome it. To create and extend this most 
grievous nuisance, all considerations of policy and pro
perty are invariably laid aside. 

6. Do you conceive that the alteration of the law, by 
the Act against sub-letting, increases very considerably 
the landlord's means of checking the increase of popu
lation in future? 

I consider the object of the law against sub-letting 
most salutary in this respect: I know not of any pro
ceeding as yet under it. If that Act, as Sir John New
port's Ejectment Bill, supplied its own forms, it would, 
in my opinion, be a great improvement, by facilitating 
its operation. 

7. Supposing the benefit of an extended system of 
emigration to be admitted, with reference to Irish in
terests, in what mode do you think it can best be carried 
into effect? 

It so often happens that estates which are overpeopled 
are the property of persons who, from various causes, 
are unable or incapable of contributing towards the re
moval of its inhabitants, I consider parochial assess-
ments the most expedient and equitable mode of for

warding a general plan of emigration; regard being had, in the applotment, to the number of 
houses and inhabitants on each townland, in reference to its capability, from soil and other cir
cumstances, to maintain them; and in my opinion it is the plan most calculated to make and 
keep proprietors and parishioners alive to the evils of a redundant population. 

NO.2. 
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Mr. Thomas Hunton, called in; and Examined. 

2824. ARE you a master manufacturer residing at Carlisle?-Yes.? ' 
2S25. How long have you been conversant with the cotton trade .-PartIally, 

30 years; I have been a manufacturer 18 years. 
2826. During the whole of those 18 years, have you lived at Carlisle ?-Yes, 

I allude to Carlisle. 
282;. During your experience, did you ever know such a depression in the 

cotton trade as at the present moment ?-N othing like it. . 
2828. From what period do you date the com~e?cemen~ of thIS great de-

pression ?-About ~ast July twelvemonth w~s the beglll~lllg.of It. . 
2829. What is the principal cause to which you ascnbe It ?-Certamly a~ over 

production, a deficient harvest, and the altere? ?tate of the currency; but simply 
as relates to our manufacture, I believe we are mJured mostly by the power-loom. 

2830. Is the cotton manufacture in Carlisle and its neighbourhood exclusively 
confined to the hand-weaving?-Yes, with one trifling exception, where there is 
old machinery, which cannot be worked with profit at present. . 

2831. 'What is the amount of persons, men, women and chIldren, dependent 
upon hand-loom weaving in Carlisle and its neighbourhood ?-I can only speak 
supposititiously; I have made a calculation taking in 20 to 40 miles round; I think 
about 5,500 families, comprising from 18 to ~o,ooo persons. 

2832. Are they houses or families ?-They are families; perhaps two in a family 
may weave; in some instances, the son and the mother of the same family are 
weavers. 

2833. What is the average rate of wages of an able-bodied hand-weaver by 
the week ?-I have taken out 15 of my men, 5 of them are employed at the best 
work, and pretty constantly employed, and I find their average net earnings to be 
5S. f>d. per week, deducting all necessary expenses of loom-rent, candles, 
tackling, &c. 

2834. How many hours a day must a man work, to obtain that wages?
From 14 to 16. 

2835. Is that rate of wages on the decline or the increase ?-On the decline. 
2836. Within how short a period has a reduction taken place ?-Within the 

last week. 
283i· Can you describe to the Committee the diet on which this population 

now subsist?- I should think principally upon potatoes, and perhaps a little butter
milk and herrings. 

2838. Do you happen to know of your own knowledge, if they are in arrear of 
rent for the houses they occupy ?-I believe nearly the whole of them. 

2839, How much tent do they now owe, generally speaking, in Carlisle, half 
a year or a year ?-A year I may say confidently, but in many instances more. 

2840. Do they generally occupy a single room ?-Yes. 
284 1,' What is, the rent they pay for a room ?-They generally take them with 

a weavmg .shop, ';Ith four or more looms attached, that is, a shop for four workmen, 
and the pnce v~nes ~f course, I believe from 6/. to 8 t. per annum. 

2~42. Then III pomt of fact they are at the mercy of their landlords, and may 
be ejected at any time ?-Completely so. 

2843. Have they pledged their furniture in many cases ?-I dare say the most 
valuable articles have been pledged for twelve months past. 

2844. Has t~e pO,wer-loom machinery been progressive lately, or can it manu
facture. a ~pe~les ot goods"particularly checks, which it could not within a very 
short time .-They are makmg the attempt, though they have not succeeded to 
a great extent yet, but I have no doubt they will ultimately be enabled to manu
factu,re checks by po~ver-looms; at present they certainly excel in plain cloths. 

?1\45· Is the fabr~c woven by power-looms superior to that woven by hand?
It IS ,generally supenor to that woven by hand; they are obJiO'ed to use a better 
quality of yarns. '" 

2846. You being conversant with the trade and knowinO' the facilities the 
power-loom gives for the manufacture of these ~rticles do you"'entertain a reason-
able d b 'f h ' ou t, even I t e demand for manufactures increased that the power-loom 
could easil l't' h h 'h t h' h' Y ~upp Y 1 , Wit out t e aid of hand-loom weaving ?-From t e rate a 
~ l~ lit has illcreased of late years, I infer that it may certainly become equal to 
:'ke ~ supply. of all the plain cloths, and probably in a short time, to checks 

I "eWlSe, that IS, to two coloured patterns. ' 
2847. From 
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2847. From your knowledge of Carlisle and its neighbourhood, are there any 
other means of profitable employment open to hand-loom weavers, if they cease 
to weave ?-N one whatever at present. 
. 2848. Is not the rate of wages generally on the decline in that neighbourhood, 
whether in agriculture or manufactures 1-1 believe lab(lurers wages have been re
duced, in consequence of the number of hands that may have been thrown out of 
employment among the weavers; it has generally that tendency. 

2849. Are you not aware that a very large body of those hand-loom weavers, 
feeling their distress and entertaining no hope of employment at home, are willing 
to emigrate ?-A great many, I am informed. 

2850. Have you conversed with any heads of families that are so willing~
I have, within the last week. 

28;)1. Have you any paper to give in?-I have one, containing I.') of my own 
men's earnings, drawn out for the use and information of the Committee. 

2852. Did they express a wish to emigrate to any particular part of America, 
or merely to be assisted to leave this country ?-My impression is, that if they 
were sent to Canada, their object would be to go to the United States; they are 
generally the best and steadiest workmen who wish to leave the country; they 
only ask to be sent to Canada. 

2853. Your best hands are those who are most anxious to go?-Generally 
speaking, it is so. 

2854. Then they would have no disposition to become agricultural settlers?
My own impression is they would not; but if sent to Canada, some might settle 
there as agricultural labourers ; but I think, with the majority of them, their object 
would be to go to the United States. 

2855. Do you consider, from their occupations, they are well fitted to become 
agricultural labourers in Canada ?-I think not. 

2856. Have any of them applied themselves to agricultural purposes at home? 
-Yes; but not those, I believe, who wish to emigrate. 

2857. How long have the class of hand-loom weavers you allude to been in 
a situation of extreme distress ?-It has been of about eighteen months duration. 

2858. Has there been a great improvement in the power-loom within that 
period ?-There certainly has been an improvement, and a great increase in their 
power of production. '" 

28.'19' There has been a great depreSSIon m trade durmg that period ?-Cer
tainly, and particularly within the last year, arising out of several causes; the 
deficiency in the crop oflast harvest has contributed to it in a very material degree. 

2860. Do you conceive the relative bad position in which these hand-loom 
weavers are now placed, to arise more from the competition of the power-loom, 
than from the other causes that have produced the general distress within the last 
eighteen months ?-I do conceive the extension of the power-loom has had a most 
material effect on our trade. 

2861. Do you think that. the parishes in ~vhich this manufacturing population 
is now found, would be dIsposed to contrIbute towards the expense of their 
removal, on the ground of saving their poor-rate ?-They plead their inability to do 
so; I have asked the question. 

2862. But if they have an ability to pay a greater sum of money for the main
tenance of their poor, how is that compatible with their inability to pay less ?-The 
real situation of our county, I am apprehensive, has not been properly understood'. 
the manufacturing popUlation do not bear the same proportion to the arrriculturai 
as it. does in Lancashire and some other manufacturing counties, ana'" there has 
be.en a large .sum co~tributed by public subscription, and a great deal given by 
pflvat.e charItIes, which of course has kept down the charges on the parishes 
materially, and of course the rates; consequently the poor-rates have been lower 
than might be supposed compatible with the extent of suffering' and distress 
amongst the manufacturing poor; but those sources of relief are fast «rying up, 
and the whole must fall now on the parishes, from the pressure of the times on 
all classes. 
. 2863. Is not a large proportion of this manufacturing population of Carlisle and 
Its neighbourhood Scotch and Irish without parish settlements ?-There are a 
good many .with and without parish settlements; several of tbe hish have 
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acquired settlements when times were better, by renting shops of four or six 
looms, with a small dwelling attached. . 

2864. b it not consistent with your knowledge that .those Sco~ch and IrISh who 
have not acquired settlements, and who. if they applIed for relIef as casual po~r 
would be liable to removal, suffer extremity of want rather than make such apph~ 
cations 1-Many of them have done so, no doubt.' and .many have bee~ sent away 
on applying for relief; but the ufficel:s have dlscontmue~ that practice lately, I. 
believe, in the two parishes, and they give them casual relIef. 

2865. They do not remove them ?-They seldo~ .remove them now; casual 
relief has increased from 200/. to 6001. per cent Withm the last twelve months. 

2866. When was the last reduction of wages ?-Last Tuesday morning. 
286i. There was a further reduction then ?-Yes. 
2868. And the reduction has been progressively descending perpetually for the 

last 18 months ?-It has. 
2869. What would be the effect on your situation as a master manufacturer, 

provided a considerable number of these best hand-loom weavers were removed 
from your district ?-In the present gloomy prospect for business we should be 
benefited, inasmuch as the expense of supporting them would be saved. Cer
tainly it is not the wish of the master manufacturers ~o part with their men, parti
cularly to a risin~ rival nation, were there even a distant prospect of employing 
them profitably at home; and I am sure nothing but extreme distress induce the 
men to think of leaving their native country. 

2Siu, As to your situation as a master manufacturer, how would you maintain 
it in that case I-I must naturally expect that our business (provided we continue 
to follow the same occupation and make the same kind of goods) must necessarily 
diminish; I have no doubt that in the course of a few years the steam looms will 
monopolize the whole of the plain work. 

~ 8i 1. But in the situation in whieh the trade at present stands with reference to 
the hand 100m and the power-loom, provided such an increase of demand were to 
arise as existed two years ago, what means would you take to maintain your trade, 
provided your best workmen were now removed ?-Of course we should be 
obliged to continue to do less, but a short supply would only last for a few months; 
for the demand increasing, the extension of the erection of steam looms would very 
soon be equal to it, and would in fact very soon again glut the market with goods. 

:2~i2. Therefore the demand increasing you would do less, and the steam-loom 
vilould do more !-Yes, that is most likely to be the effect. 

:2Si3· Is it your opinion that the same extent of manufacture may be main
tained, in the manufacturing districts, with a much diminished population?-No 
doubt of It, from the improvement in machinery. 

2874. I~ being more profitable to wea\'e by steam than by hand, and thepower-' 
loom mectmg the demand, with an increased supply, all other channels of industry 
being full, what must become of the hand-loom weavers if they remained in tbis 
~ountry ?-I cannot contemplate what would be the consequence; I think misery 
III the extreme. 

2Si): .Has. the pr<;>spect of emigration engaged the attention of the people who 
are suftermg 111 CarlIsle ?-There has been a petition sent up already. 

:2876. Was that signed by 6.'; heads of families?-Yes, I saw some of them, 
and they said if there had been time the numbers would have been doubled; they 
see no, prospect of any termination to their sufferings, but on the contrary the last' 
reductIOn makes ~hem consider their case hopeless . 
. 2~i!. \ ou bemg convel'sa~t with the cotton trade, and having passed your 

hfe 1ll.lt, have you any doubt, from the present aspect of affairs, even if the demand 
were I,mpr~ved, that hand-loom weaving is an occupation which would very soon 
cease III thIS country, upon the scale on which it has hitherto been conducted?
There will always be a certain extent of it, for fancy or light goods, and perhaps 
for a number of shuttles where many colours are introduced' but that must of 
necessity be tu a diminished extent. ' 

? ~ i 8. Does not the trar!e of the hand-loom weaving now rest upon the tax for 
prmted cottons ?-111 reference to ginghams it does. 

:."!Si9· Then the repeal of that tax, coupled with the improvement of the 
power-loom, would almost be immediately fatal to the hand-loom weaver, would 
it not?-Y C'i, it would throw nearly the \~hole of our hands out of employ. 

2880. Do 
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2880. Do you contemplate any mode of assistance which could be given to 
these parties, so effectual as that which can be given by emigration ?-N one, that 
I am aware of. , 

2881. Will you have the goodness to mention how the repeal of the tax on 
printed goods would operate to throw these hand-loom weavers out of employ?
By reducinrz: the. price of prints, and makil~g them. cheaper than we can make 
gingham; the gmgham manufacture has ansen to Its present extent under the 
protection of that tax; and if that tax is repealed, our goods will not come so 
cheap into the market as prints, on which there is a duty of 3!d. on the square 
yard; and if the Chancellor of the Exchequer wished to increase the revenue, and 
encourage hand-loom weaving, he could not do it more effectually than by doubling 
that tax. 

2882. In the event of an emigration being carried on to a very considerable 
extent from the neighbourhood of Carlisle, do you not think there would be a ten
dency to an introduction of a greater number of Irishmen into that district ?-I do 
not see what should induce them to come when we have no labour and nothing to 
employ them in, if, as we haye already, a redundant population; there is no induce
ment for any new settler to come when we have not employment for those we have. 

2883. Do you not conceive the effect of removing any considerable proportion 
of population from a given district, must be to produce somewhat of a rise of 
wages there, from whence the removal has taken place ?~If allY numbers were 
sent from our neighbourhood, I don't apprehend such a consequence; the ging
hams, of late years, have been the staple trade of our connty, and if the demand 
for them be decreasing as fast as the hands, there would be no inducement or ne
cessity to raise wages. 

2884. Do you conceive there would be any benefit from emigration, as applicable 
to the place in question, except that of diminishing the number of the persons 
suffering from want of employment ?~I think it would benefit us much, by reducing 
the parish rates, and giving more employment to those who were left behind, and 
perhaps enable them to support themselves. 

288.5. If they got more employment, would there not be a greater demand for 
labour in that district?-There might, a little. 

2886. And a consequent comparative rise of wages ?-That might take place to 
a small degree, but not equal to a remuneration for their toil. 

2887. Do you not conceive the temptation which at present exists, and which 
produces emigration from Ireland to England, is the higher ratc of wages given 
in England than those which are given in Ireland ?-That has been the case; but 
I am not aware of any increase of emigration from Ireland to England at present, 
but rather the contrary in our district. 

2888. So far as there is an emigration from Ireland to England, do you not 
conceive it to be produced by the higher wages given for labour in England than 
in Ireland ?~That must refer to the past, for we have no increase of Irish or Scotch, 
that I am aware of; we had a great increase a few years ago, when there was a 
demand for labour. 

2889. Without referring to any particular time, but in the abstract, do you not 
conceive that the tendency to quit Ireland and come to England, would be 
in proportion to the money price of labour in England and in Ireland ?-Pre
cisely so. 

2890. Does not the Witness admit that any measure which has a tendency to 
raise the price of labour in England, must have a tendency to increase emigration 
from Ireland to England ?~I think so. 

2891. The reasoning upon which you founded your last answers, proceeds upon 
this ground, doesit not, that prospectively you have no hopes for a demand for 
manufactured goods extending considerably in your neighbourhood ?-We have no 
present prospect. 

2892. Is it not on that ground that your reasoning is founded ?-Yes. 
2893. Be good enough to state the present situation of the trade of your neigh

bourhood ?-I have taken the eamings of fifteen of my own hands; the first five 
of them, who are employed at the best work, I find their net eamings .5 s. 6 d. per 
week for the last month; the next, for the second description, will be about :3 s. I I d. 
per week; and there is a third description at 3 s. 7 i d. 
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2894. State prospectively from what you know, why the prospect of trade in your 
neighbourhood does 1I0t lead you to suppose that these perso~s. may have a bett~r 
remuneration hereafter, and upon what you ground your opmlOn that !here Will 
not be a better demand for manufactured articles and labourers upon a higher rate 
of wages ?-1 have no hopes at present;, we .can ~ave no reasonable hopes ~f 
improvement; the operation of l\lr. Peel s Bill Will have a tendency to curtail 
manufacture and to check improvement. 

2895. Is the stock of manufactured goods at present particularly large ?-It is, 
in proportion to the demand. . ' . 

2896. Is it large, with reference to any former penod of prospenty III trade?-
1 t is, as far as my observation goes. 

2807. Do you conceive there is a larger stock in hand now than there was 
1 8 m~nths ago ?-Considerably. 

2898. Even if the demand ~'ere to increase, would not t~e overwhelming com
petition of the power-loo~ disable you hand-loom wea~mg manufa.cturers from 
increasing wages, even If hands were fewer ?-Certamly; that IS what we 
apprehend. 

28qq. If the demand continues bad and the stock is still increasing, how comes 
it thit 'you continue, as a master manufacturer, to go on still increasing that stock? 
-We havc been led on this winter with the hopes of a better Spring trade, by 
which we have manufactured more freely than we ought to have done; we find 
ourselves disappointed, there is not the demand that we anticipated; and in the 
home trade there has been a material falling off, and still must be, until we have 
another and a better han'est; for I consider the late deficient harvest has been 
against trade generally, and ours in particular. 

2900. Manufacturing has proceeded not upon order, but on unsound specula
tion ?-During the last winter it has been so; in January we expected an advance, 
instead of which we cannot now get within 10 per cent of the then prices. 

2901. Where is the market for the consumption of your manufactures princi
pally ?-The home trade. 

:2902. Then in the southern districts of Scotland and in the north of England, 
the harve,t having been very bad last year, has taken away the means, from the 
farmers and others, to purchase the usual quantity of manufactured goods ?-No 
doubt; and I conceive that it does not apply to the northern districts only, but as 
far as my observation goes, from being in London frequently, to other parts also. 

2903. Your reasoning applies to the deficiencies of one season, and not to the 
general prosperity of the country?-That has diminished most materially our 
demand. 

2904. With regard to meeting any influx of Irish, are not parishes now very 
much on their guard against any strangers acquiring settlements ?-1 believe 
they are. 

2905. Do you think there is increased caution, as the result of past experience? 
-No doubt of it. . 

2906. :Might not a good harvest in another year very materially alter fue state 
of your manufacture ?-I don't apprehend it would alter ours so much as the 
~e~eral ?tate of the country; th.e power-loom would still be our great enemy; there 
IS lIkeWise the present uncertaillty of the Corn Laws, as well as the deficiency of 
crops, and. the more. material effects produced by the anticipated alteration in the 
currency, III destrOYIng confidence, diminishing capital, and drying up the sources 
pf employment. 

[The Witness delivered iii the following Paper.] 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM: 18:27. 

Wm. Elliott, from March 3d to March 28th. 

Cut!. Set. Breadth. Length. Shots. 

1827 : -- -- -- -- -- £. s. d. 

March 3· "ym Elliott _ - 1 1,300 - "/. ~8 17 & 18 - 6 -
10. DD - - 1 - - - - - - - - - 6 -
~1. DO -- - 1 - - - - - - - - - 6 -
~8. i DO - - I 1 - - - - - - - - - 6 -

1 ------
Exactly 4 weeks over the above, from his beginning his work. 1 4 -

Paid from this, for winding, loom rent, candles - - - 10 -
-------

4 weeks, at 3/G - - - 14 -

JuS Emmerson, from March :.!d to March 31 ,I. 

£. s. d. £. .. d. 

5 Cuts, at 6s. - 10 

S. d. 
Paid for Winding 5 =.1 Loom Itent 4 - 11 

Dressing, Candles, Tackle, .'cc. - J -----
4 weeks, at 4/') - 19 

George Burgess, from February 28th to March 2ith. 

4 Cuts, at 6s. -

Paid for Winding 
Loom Rent 

s. d. I £. s~ d..: I £.<. 

; =} I---~-

d. 

Candles, Tackle, &c. 

4 weeks, at 3/6 - I - 1+ 

lV. IVilwlI, from :\Iarch 3d to :\1 arch 30th. 
£. S.· d. 

6 Cuts, at Gs. -

Paid for Winding 
Loom Rent 
Candlts, Tackling, &c. 

JG 
s. d. 
6 1 
4 = l - 12 -

2 -J!~-i 

£. G. d. 

+ 4 weeks, at 6/ - I 
--:.-----

:; Cuts, at 6 s. -

TV. Reed, from March 3d to :\Iarch 31St. 
£. s. d. 

10 

Winding 
Loom Bent 

s. 
5 .. 

rl. 

-1 - 11 

Dressing, Candles, Tackling = f 2 -------
4 weeks, at 4/9 

J. Graham, from l\I arch I st to :\Iarch 31 st. 
£. s. d. 

4 Cuts, at 4·'. G tI. - - 18 

550 . 

Winding 
Loom Hent 
Drc"ing, Candles, Tackle, &c. 

s. d. 

; =} 9 
1-----

4 weeks, at 2/3 

N n3 

£. s. d. 

- 19 

£. s. d. 

9 
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Richard Clinton, February 27th to March 3 1 st. 
£. s. d. 

5 Cuts, at 4/6 2 6 
d. 

Winding 
Loom Rent 
Dressing, Candles, Tackle, &c. • 

s. 
3 
4 
2 ~ } 

4 f weeks, at 2/10 

9 9 

ill. Ruddick, from March 5th to March 30th. 
£. s. d. 

4 Cuts, at 4/G • 

Winding 
Loom Rent 
Dressing, Candles, Tackle -

s. 
3 
3 

rl. 

~} 
3 t weeks, at 2/10 f 

- 18 

8 

Richard Bell, from March I st to March 31 st. 

4 Cuts, at 4/6 

Winding 
Loom Rent 
Dressing, Canllles, Tackle, &c. 

s. 
3 
4 

£. s. d. 
- 18 

Ii. - I 

~}1_8 6, 

4 weeks, at 2/4 f 

John Reed, from February 24th to March 23d. 
£. •. rl. 

6 Cuts, at 4/6 - 6 
d. 

Windin~ 
Loom Rent 
Dressing, Candles, Tackle, ."lc. -

s. 

4-
4-
2 ~} ~_4_ 

4 weeks, at 3/11 

John Graham, jun., from March 6th to March 27th. 

£. I. tl. 

- 12 9 

£. I. d. 

_. 10 

£. s. d. 

9 6 

£. I. d. 

- 15 8 

£. s. rl. £. $. d. 
4 Cuts, at 41 - 16 

s. d. 
Winding 
Loom Rent -
Dressing, Candles, Tackle, &c. 

~ 8 1 
3 ~ f 

1------
7 

3 weeks, at 31 

Samuel Francis, from March 5th to April 3d. 
£. s. d. 

6 Cuts, at 4/ - 4-
s. d. 

Wmding 
Loom Rent - - _ 
Dressing, Candles, Tackle, &c. 

4- -1 
4 

= f 
- 10 

2 ---.--
4- weeks, at 3/6 

W: Underwood, from February 213t to March 30th. 

8 Cuts, at 4/ -

Winding -
Loom Rent - -
Dressing, Calldlc., &c. 

s. 
5 
5 

d. 

q 
;f 

5 weeks, at 3/10 f 

£. s. d. 
1 12 

- 12 7 

9 

£. I. d. 

- 14 

£. s. d. 

- 19 oS 
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Robert Connely, from February 26th 

10 Cuts, at 4/ -

Winding 
Loom Rent 
Dressing, Candles, &c. 

s. 
6 
5 
2 

to March 31 st. 

~. s. ~ I £. .. d . 

- 14 2 

5 weeks, at 5/2 5 10 

D. Pattinson, from February 19th to March 31 st. 
£. s. d. £. s. d. 

II Cuts, at 4/ - 12 

Winding 
Loom Rent 

s. 
5 
5 
2 

d. 

~ l. - 13 7 
Dre~,in~, Candles, Tackle, &c. (j J -------

5:t weeks, at 3/2 t 

£. s. 
first 5 'Neavers, at the best work; net carnings i~} 4 10 

4 weeks, £. 1. 2. G. -

Second 5 ,,-eavers, at 2d best work; net earnings in I: 
IG 

4 weeks, 14/3 - - - of: - -
I 

Third 5 Weavers, at a lighter set or description of'\ 
4 G work; the average calculation !ler week, about 3/11 -s 

Jl.fartis, 10° die . .Jpl'ilis, ] 827. 

TilE RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD BINNING, 

IN Till, ('HAIR. 

- 18 5 

d. 

II 

E 

A/all//{ier HlIlIter, Esq. of Edinburgh, '" riter to the Signet; 
called in; and Examined. 

2907. YOU were employed, in superintending an emigration ?-From the 

;'\If. 
Thumas Hunton. 

'----...----J 

7 April, 
1H27· 

Alexander Hunttr, 
Esq. island of Rum; the estate of Maclean, of ColI. 

2908. At what period, did that emigration take 
month of July last year. 

place ?-Last year; in the '----------' 
10 April, 

2909. Of how many persons did it consist ?-The last emigration, about 300. 
2910. Were they embarked in one ship I-There were two ships. 
2~)11. State to the Committee the terms upon which those persons were freighted 

out together, with all the particulars relative to the expense of their nourishment, 
and so on ?-The expenses came to st. 14S. per head of each adult person, upon 
the average. 

2912. What was the expense of those who were not adults ?-Two children 
from seven to fourteen years of age are reckoned as an adult, and three under 
seven. 

29 13. What was the duration of their passage ?-About :}7 days. 
~914. Will you have the goodness to state to the Committee the particulars of 

theIr allowance of provisions; does the 5 t. 14S. include all the expenses ?-Every 
expense. 

2915. Passage and all ?-Every thin~:. 
2916. Will you have the goodness to state the particulars ~-The allowance 

I shall state to the Committee; the Committee are aware there IS an Act of Par
liament with regard to allowances; but in this case, upon application to Govern-

550. N II 4 ment, 

1827. 
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ment, they dispensed with the all~wance, and oatmeal instead of beef was 
substituted only a very small proportlOn of beef. The weekly allowance to an 
adult was, ~leven pOl,nds of oatmeal, three and a half pounds of bread or biscuit, 
one and a half pound of beef, half a pound of melasses, half a pound of pease 
or barley (either,) a quarter of a pound of butter, and the allowance of water, of 
course that cost nothiner , but it is 35 pints. 

29 1 7. What portio~ of that quantity. of. provision did they c?nsume ?uring 
their voyage ?-The allowances were laid In for 12 weeks, that IS accordmg to 
Act of Parliament; but they were told when they went on board, that wha.tever 
was over, they were to get for themselv~s, and of course they were very sparing, 
and they had provisions when they arnved, equal to serve them for two or three 
months. They were on board 37 days. But I mu~t explain, th~t,a number of them 
had salt mutton of their own, and potatoes, exclUSive of the ship s allowances. 

2918. Of what class of persons were these emigrants generally?-What we 
call the Crofters, in the islands, and some of them were farmers; some of these 
people had money, a good deal of money. 

29 19. What is a Crofter ?-A man who pays rent from 308. to st .. 
2920. A man who has a small bit of land ?-Exactly so, a small bit of land. 
2921 . Where were they taken to ?-To Cape Breton. 
2922. But not located there ?-Not located certainly, but merely landed there. 
29 23. The expense that you have named, is merely the expense of their land-

iner ?-Merely the expense of their landing'. 
b::! I] 24. Are these individuals satisfied in their situation at Cape Breton; have 

you 'any evidence of that kind, of any satisfaction that there is ?-I have only one 
letter from those who went last out; I have one letter, declaring themselves 
perfectly satisfied; but I have some let~ers from thos~ wh~ went some years ago, 
which perhaps may throw some more ltght on the satisfaction they felt. 

292.5. Have you any particulars relative to the other emigrants you also super
intended ?-I did not superintend the first. 

2926. It appears then, that these people were amply supplied with provi
sions, and that part of that expense might have been spared ?-Certainly. 

2927. Can you form any judgment at all how much might have been spared, 
as for example, do you think that they might have been shipped and landed at 
Cape Breton for 30s.less per head, or how much less, in your judgment?-'rhy 
they might; there is. a risk, however, because instead of 3 i days, they might have 
been 47 or .17 days III the passage; by the average of the passages, certainly one 
balf might have been saved. 

2~)28. How was this 5t. 14S. paid; was it paid by the people themselves?
No, by the proprietor, who gave a sum of money to assist them. 

29~~1. Are you not of opinion, that the highland proprietor has consulted his 
own interest by that arrangement ?-He certainly has. 

2930. Because in seasons of scarcity, I presume they feel themselves bound by 
custom to support the population ?-By humanity. 

2931. And somewhat also by usage ?-Why, a man cannot allow his population 
to starve. 

29~2. Wa~ it ~n conseque.nc~ of the i~troduction of sheep farming, the improve
me~t III f~rmlllg I11t.o that district, .th~.t It became desirabl~ for these people. to 
emigrate . .,-1n the Island of Rum, It IS all sheep-farmlllO" It never was any thlDg 
else, nor is it adapted for raising crops. b , 

2933· :rhen t.hat emigration di~ not take place in consequence of any act of the 
landlord III the Improvement of hiS estate I-Certainly not. 

2934· But it. enabl~d him to do it I-In an island for sheep alone you could 
hardly suppose, It possible that they could raise as much grain as would feed so 
lar~e a population, therefore the proprietor;; got little or no rent, the tenants were 
obhged to layout the price of their sheep in supporting themselves. . 

21];3';. Then I suppose they drew their rent from the kelp I-There is no kelp 
on that island. 

293~. What has been the effect on these persons; what is the present situation 
of the Island, ~ompared to ~ts former situation ?-Instead of a population of 350 

people, there. IS a populatIOn now of .5 0, and one person has taken the whole 
Island. as ~>ne farm, and of course he is enabled to pay a higher rent, as he has' not 
to mailltam so many people. 

29;:' Could 
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2937. Could you give the Committee any idea of what would have been the 
state of that island, if that population had not emigrated ?-Certainly. 

293 8. Will you be good enough to do so ?-The population would have 
gone on increasing, and of course as the population increased, the rents would 
diminish. 

2939. Can you furnish the Committee at all, with any data of the number 
of individuals it would be expedient, if it ,were possible (and I will suppose for 
,a moment it is possible) to send from the western LIe, of Scotland, from the 
western coast of Scotland ?-l think they could spare one-third of the population 
very easily. 

2940. Do you mean in the islands ?-In the western highlands and islands. 
2941. Was the whole of that expense borne by the landlord, or only a part?-

The landlord paid the whole of that expense. 
2942. Of 5 t. 148. per head?-Yes. 
2943. Ha"e you stated how many went ?-I think about 300. 
2944. Have there been many peopled settled in the island since?-No person 

can settle there without the leave of the proprietor. 
2945. Of this number (300) that went, how many were children ?-I believe 

I have an account of that at home, if I had it here I could tell you exactly. 
2946. Can you state the whole amount of the expense, in a round sum ?-About 

2,000 I. I think, somewhere thereabouts. 
2947. For removing this number?-Yes; the way it was done was this: these 

people owed a great deal of arrears of rent, and Maclean, of Coil, agreed to give 
them their arrears of rent, and to advance a certain sum of money in order to 
assist them out, and to give them a little money in their pockets when' they arrived 
there. ' 

2948. What was the usual extent of the possessions of the persons that were 
removed ?-Why, they possessed land, perhaps from 4t. to 100L.; some paid 4/" 
and about 100 t. I think the highest was. 

2949. There could not be many paid 1001. ?-Not many, one or two. 
29'.50. Ue so good as to state the extent of the general class of the property 

farmed by the smaller class of farmers ?-It is impossible to say; the land there is 
rented at 800 I. a year, and it contains 30,000 English acres; it is impossible to 
say what pxtent anyone pprson possessed. 

295 I. Did you go with these l·lIll:.;ral!ts ?-I did not. 
29.52. Were they willing to go!-Some of them were, others were not very 

willing; they did not like to ie<lye the land of their ancestors. 
:::()":). You stated there had been a letter from them!-I have one letter only; 

there have been several. 
29 ,)4. What account does he give ?-A very good one. 
295.1. When did this emigration take place from Rum I-In the month of July 

last. There was an emigration partially, but not at the landlord's e;;pense, four or 
five years ago, fromColl and Rum. 

2956. How is the contract made with the shipowner, for the removal ?-At so 
much per head; and he is bound to give them certain provisions, according to the 
scale that I have stated. 

2957. Was the contract made b ya pen;on well acquainted with shipping?
Why, we know the average rate per ton; we made inquiry of the different ship
owners, and we knew the rate per ton of the ship, and how many passengers she 
would carry, and in that way we came pretty nearly to know the expense; \\e knew 
the expense of meal and hiscuits, and therefore we were pretty well aware of 
whether it was a fair contract. 

2958. What became of them when they got to Cape Breton ?-They landed 
there, where they met with a great number of friends, who had gone irom the 
neighbouring islands a few years ago. 

2959· Did they get land?-They got land; a number of them had a little 
money with them; the friends of those who had no money assisted them, and 
they became labourers to their friends; and those who had money got grants of 
land. . 

~96? State to the Committee your ideas with regard to the excess of the popu
l~ho~ lU some parts of Scotland ?-To give the Committee an idea of tl~e popula
tIOn In Some of the islands; I shall mention the island of Tiree, belongtng to the 
Duke of ,Argyll. The, island contains about 15,000 English acres, including 
lakes, rQcks, &0. . The population is about six thousand. There are 431 tellauts 

55~., 0 0 ' or 
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or crofters, whose rents are from 11. 8d. to 401., averaging 71. 5 s . . 6 d.; and there 
are four large tenants, whose rents are from 102 t. to J 50 t" averagmg 123 t. ; and 
under these large tenants are a great number of small crofters: In this island there 
is a good deal of kelp made; about 350 tons. The Duke IS bo~nd by the leases 
to take the kelp from the tenants at it, per ton, by g!vi,ng c.re~lt for which SUIll 
the rental of the small tenants is discharged; in fact It IS paId III full; what they 
promise to pay as rent he receives in kelp, and they pay no rent. This year, 
1 believe, he got about 4/, per ton for the kelp" so I un?erstood. If y?U take the 
average of each family they average very, h,lgh III the HIghlands; ,but If you ta~e 
them at seven, it will give 3,045 souls hVlllg on crofts, and paymg rent, that IS, 
including children; but then on,e h~lf of the people have no crofts at all, they 
are living upon the bounty of theIr frIends. 

2961 . Do they fish?-Very little; there are about ten boats, five men to each. 
2962. Then one half of the population is a burthen on the other half?-Yes, or 

upon the proprietor ultimately. 
2963. Are there many horses?-I believe there were,about 2,~OO horse~ atone 

time, but they are very greatly reduced. The system III the HIghlands IS very 
much like the Irish: The son or the daughter of one of the crofters marries, aod 
the father allows him to build a hut at the end of his hut, and gives them a cow, 
&c.; he is not a tenant or a crofter at all, he is living on the bounty of others. 

2964. Do you think that money might be well expended in removing this popu
lation ?-I think it might very well indeed; I don't know that it would put much 
money into the landlord's pocket to be at the expense, because the farms would 
then become much larger, and any person who had money to stock a large farm 
would expect to live a little better, he would eat up the spare produce, and indulge 
in a few luxuries. 

2965. Don't you think the increased rent that would be derived from the land, 
would more than pay the interest of the money required ?-I mentioned that the 
rent would not increase much, because there would be introduced a different class 
of tenants, who would have a little capital. and who would live on luxuries com
pared with the present crotters, who live on potatoes and a little oatmeal. 

2966. Is there any other estate you can mention?-There is Macdonald of 
Clanronald, the Islands of South Uist and Benbicula. This is a large island; I 
do not know the extent of it. The population is about 6,000. There are 489 
small tenants or crofters, who pay rents from It. to ~I/, averaging 6/. 17S. 4d.; 
14 large tenant~, who pay rents from 321. to 400 I.; there is one man pays 400 I. ; 
these average 86/. 15 s. Under these fourteen large tenants, there are 207 sub
tenants. There are annually manufactured about 1,200 tons of kelp on Clan
ronald's estate at Vist. 

2967. In this island ?-Yes, of Uist, which belongs principally to Clanronal~; 
the kelp does not belong to the tenants, as in the Duke of ArO'yll's case, for tbe 
manufacturing of which they receive from 50 s. to 60 s. per ton, ~hich as nearly as 
possible discharges their rent. On this estate about one-third of the population 
possess no lands. 

2968. Are the J?eop1e upon this property of Clanronald's, and lIpon the estate 
of the Island of TIree, are they many of them in a state of apparent misery and 
destitution ?-Very great indeed. 

2969. Have they shown any disposition to emigrate?-They would be highly 
delighted to emigrate. 

2970. Has that disposition been encouraged or discouraged by the great tenants 
and the proprietors?--:-The,Y have been encouraged very much of late. 

297 1. Has a~ly, emIgratIOn taken place from either of those islands ?-None, ~t 
least to a very lImIted extent, merely a voluntary emiO'ration' it has not been paId 
for by the proprietors, but at their own expense. '" , 

29i:!, ~re the ;numb~r of people diminishing or increasing in those islands?-:
They are IDCfeasmg; m the Island of Tiree I fancy the population is trebled In 

the last fOI'ty years. 
2973· In the circum~tances in which these people are placecl, are they ever 

expose? to great suffermg, from the want of provisions ?_ Very frequently. I can 
st~te Wlt~ regard to that, the sums of money that have been expended by the pro
prIetors III s~veral year~, for keeping them alive. In 181.2, Clanronald expended 
~,3.'i31. 7 s. IU purchasm~ meal for these poor people; in 1815, 111 i. 111. 3.d.; 
ill 1816, 2421. S8. 3d.; In ) 817, 4,S6S1. 18s. 5d.; in J 818, 1,136f. 198. Sd. 

29740 And 
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2974. And received no rent or kelp in exchange ?-Of course the kelp belonged 
'to him at that time; the kelp always belonged to the proprietor, except when there 
was a bargain to the contrary. 

2975. Then this expenditure does not appear to have been lost to the proprietor? 
-There was a diminution of the rental to that extent. 

2976. Then do you see no chance of any industry arising in these islands, 
which is to prevent a recurrence of those periods of difficulty when the assistance 
of the landlord is necessary, if the people are allowed to continue there ill the same 
number as they are now in ?-Certainly not. 

2977. Do you find that marriages are less prevalent among the people when 
they get very poor ?-During the war they all married very early, in order to 
have the number of children requisite to exempt them from the militia; boys of 
16 and 17 married, which is the cause of the great increase in the population. 

2978. Do you think since the peace it has become so prevalent ?-I think it has not. 
2979. Do you think the habits of the people have become deteriorated as their 

numbers have increased ?-No, they are a very good class of people, very well 
behaved in general, perfectly so. 

29~0. Have they no employment, the greater part of them ?-One half; at all 
events one-third have not employment. 

2981. Can you give any account of any of the other Islands?-The Island of 
Coli I can. The Island of Coll contains about 15,000 English acres; the soil 
very sandy, and a very considerable portion of rock and moss; the land more 
adapted for pasturage than cropping; the population about 1 ,Joo, possessed by the 
tenants as follows: six tenants who pay rents from 431. lOS. to 2501. averaging 
1001. 9S. 8d. each; 71 crofters, who pay rents from 5t. to 17/. lOS., averaging 
91. 18s. 9d. ; 24 crofters, who pay rents from 2/. to 3/., averaging 50S. ; and about 
sixty families who have no lands at all. About 80 tons of kelp annually manu
factured on the island, principally belonging to the tenants themselves. 

29~2. Do the same circumstances of difficulty attend the population of Coll as 
t1le islands of Tiree and Pist ?-Certainly not, becanse the proprietor of Coli, 
having lived very much upon the island, has kept down the pop"lation. I belicve 
at one time, about 40 years ago, that the population of Call and Tiree were very 
nearly the same. 

2983. Has the population of Call materially diminished by emigration ?~N ot 
materially. 

2984. Why has the popnlation of Coll not increased in proportion to other 
islands ?-The proprietor has lived upon the island, and saw the difficulties from 
an increasing population, and therefore used every means in his power to keep 
the population down. The means he used were, that he would not allow a youn~ 
man, a son of one of the crofters, to be married without his consent; he said, If 
you marry without my consent, you must leave the island. 

2985. Then they were not Roman Catholics ?-No, they are all Pl'Otestants 
in ColI. 

2986. Understanding what the object of this Committee is, have you any further 
observations to make, or any further information to give, that yon think will be 
conducive to the object they have in view?-If Government think seriously of 
being at any expense in sending out emigrants, I think it can be done a great deal 
cheaper than it has hitherto been done to government. If the government was to 
allow the proprietors to fix upon what emigrants should go from their different 
estates, and allow them to make the contracts for sending the people out, I am 
quite convinced they could do it a great deal cheaper than it has been done Ly 
government; aud I shall give you a Statement of the expenses of which I have 
made a calculation. According to the present rate of freight to Cape Breton, or 
any of these places, New Brunswick or Nova Scotia, a ship could be freighted 
for 25 s. per ton; at present two tons are allowed for every adult passenger, and 
the crew are included; but if government, for so short a voyage, would allow the 
cre~ not to be included, but let them go extra, it would be a very considerable 
savmg of expense; and for so short a voyage, the captains of ships in that trade, 
who have gone with emigrants, and with whom I have conversed, say it would not 
be the least inconvenience. There is also the additional expense of a surgeon for 
so sh.o~t a voyage, which is a very great additional expense. ~hen there are the 
prOVISIOns according to the Act of Parliament, a certain quantIty of beef; now 
by substituting w4at the Rum people were allowed by government, oatmeal in
stead of beef, the expense would be greatly reduced, and they are not accustomed 
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to beef, they live altogether on oatmeal; in fact, on potatoes .principally. In this 
way I make the expenses per adult 4 t. 149. ti d. I am allowmg the twelve week~ 
provision in this calculation, and it is necessary to give l~e.m twelve .we~ks pro
vision, because when they land they must have some provIsIOns to mamtam them 
until they raise a crop. 

2987. The captain finds them provision for that J?oney?-:-Yes. There is 
another thing which I beg leave to mention, and that IS, th~t If they were sent 
out earlier in the season, so as to arrive at Cape Breton early III June, they would 
be in very good time to raise Co. trop of potatoes that year, and then. there would 
be no expense of feeding them for the first twelve months, because WIth the three 
months prorision they wouid carry out, and what they would save from that and 
the crop of potatoes they would raise the same year, there would be no occasion 
to layout any money in supporting them for the first year. 

2988. Do they carry their seed potatoes with them ?-They have carried 
potatoes with them, but they don't carry well; they don't keep. 

2989. Well, then, how do they get their seed ?-They had a number of friends 
there, who went from Rum and Coli; they found all their acquaintances there; 
a great number had gone before at their own expense. 

2990. Generally speaking, do you think that doing away with all regulations 
whatever, or a material modification of the present regulations, would be pre
ferable ?-l think it would not be proper to do away with all regulations, certainly 
not; but I would modify them very much. 

2991. State what modification you would recommend; in addition to what 
you have already stated, are there any other modifications that your experience 
will enable you to offer ?-1 nstead of provisions for twel ve weeks, I do not think it 
ig nece~sal'y to have provisions for more than eight, if you barely wish to land 
them there; but I see no objection to twelve weeks provisions, when they get the 
provisions that remain for themselves, on landing. 

2992. Taking an over quantity of provisions, on the principle you state, might 
suit very well to Upper Canada, but it would not do to emigrate those going a 
greater distance than U ppe\' Canada, because they could not carry them with 
them ?-No. 

2993. Have you had any experience of Canada ?-No, I have not. 
2994. When you state that ships might be freighted to carry emigrants out at 

25 s. per ton, do not you consider that rather a high freight, as vessels going to 
those ,Parts generally go Without any cargo ?-I have made several applications to 
captams of vessels lately to know at what rate they would do it, and this was 
~bout. the average rate, ?.) 9.; but this includes the expense of fitting up the sleep
mg .blrths and the cookmg apparatus, &c. for the voyaO'e; and then there is an
other expense, you would require a ship-broker to charter the vessels, superintend 
the outfit, and lay in the provisions; this would increase the cost 5 s. 4d. per head, 
which would make the whole expense 4/. 199. lOd. 

299.5· What tonnage would you recommend that the vessels should be ?-About 
300 tons. 

2996. To convey 150 passengers?-Yes. 
2997· That is two tons for each passenger?-Yes, but that is meant to be 

exclusive of the crew. 
2998. You are calculating, then, on 150 adults ?-Yes, of course . 

. 2()1)1); But supposing the mual proportion to be children, that would of course 
dlmll1IS,\ the necessary amount of tonnage?-Yes; because I calculate two chil
dren from seven to fourteen years of age the same as an adult, and three under 
se\en. 

. 3000• Then you mean, of course, taking 150 adults so composrd ?-Exactly; 
IDstead of 150 there may be 300 souls, but the greater portion of them children. 
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Mercurii, 11· die Aprilis, 1827. 

LORD VISCO UNT SANDON, 
IN THB CHAIR. 

David John Wilson, Esq. Ilgain called in; and further Examined. 

3001. HAVE you any thing to add to the evidence you gave on a former occa
sion ?-I have. 

3002. Be so good as to state it ?-I know a very large tract of land that imme
diately bounds my propcrty, the estate of the Earl of Limerick in the county of 
Clare, and which I know to have, 1 am positive as to three, but I rather think tour, 
intermediate landlords. 

3003. Do you mean between the principal and the occupier?- I3etween the 
principal :wd the lowest occupant. I lJave known those people, in the course of 
a fortnight, distrained by three or four different persons: their cattle put into the 
pound, by one person-given out by the pound .kceper, on their oath that they 
should be forthcoming on the day of sale-seized afterwards by one of the other 
landlords; and, when some of them have been running away with their flocks and 
cmn, to avoid a seizure by one person, they have been intercepted hy another who 
had also a claim, and brought back. 

3004. The occupying tenant is liable to distress to all those above him, is he 
not ?-From everyone that is above him. The state of distress of those people 
I have alluded to, and the anxiety of their minds, was exceedingly great; they 
were constantly coming to me for advice, as I happen to reside near them. 

3005. Is this very general in the part of the county which YOll describe 1-
I think that this is the worst case, but there are several others which have come 
near it. 

3006. Has this occurred since the passing of the Act giving a remedy to the 
tenant when distrained by the landlord above him ?-Previous to that Act. 

3007. Has that law afforded much redress in those cases ?-Not as yet; but 
I think it is likely to do so. 

3008. What fund, if any, do you think could be raised for the purpose of aiding 
emigration in Ireland I-I had it in contemplation upon my own property, to esta
blish a fund by means of my contributing three-pence in the pound upon all sums 
that I received from my tenants, the tenants to contribute the like sum of three-pence 
in the pound for each pound they paid me for rent; this I intended should be at my 
disposal, and that of a certain number of the tenants who shoilid be chosell by the 
remainder. I intended it as a provision only for the aged and infirm. 

3009, Also for the purpose of emigration ?-It was since I was examined before 
this Committee that I thought the regulations, upon the principle I have suggested, 
might be applied to assisting emigration. 

3010. What direct interest would the tenants have in contributing to the pur
poses of emigration 1-1 think it would materially benefit them, for this reason, 
that it would leave larger divisions of ~lje land. The fund would be a provision 
for many of them in their old age; if they were to contribute towards raising a 
sum, it would make them more cautious in sub-letting their land, and allowing 
others to come in to partake of the benefit. 

3011. Might they not look forward to better WZlC:('S for labour, if part of the 
population were removed ?-Certaillly they would look for better wages. 

3012. Is the subsistence of many of those small tenants at all provided for by 
the wages which they receive for labour, or nearly so ?-The labour-wages are 
extremely small indeed . 
. 3013. Do they depend for their subsistence in any great degree upon the wages 

they receive for labour? - Many of them do . 
• 3014. Have you found many tenants willing to enter into the arrangement you 

have mentioned ?-It has not yet been proposed to them; I had intended to have 
proposed to them something in the nature of a friendly society, it was in conse
quence of hearing thatthe poor laws were to be introduced into Ireland, that led 
me to t~ink of it; I have always thought the system of poor laws would nor 
answer m Ireland. 
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30 15. Would you recommend this plan to be embodied in an Act,. a~d the r~te 
introduced ?-If any rate were introduced, I would only recommend It III relatIon 
to the landlords, not to the tenants. 

"016. Is not the demand of land such in Ireland, that whatever burden is im
po~ed by law upon the landholder, that it is invariably transfe~r~d to the occupier? 
-I am afraid that is the case; at the same time I am of opmIOn, that any rate 
imposed should be put upon the landlord, t?en the tenant takes the land knowing 
what he has to pay; whereas if it is put .on I~ the nature of an assess.ment upon the 
tenant he never takes it into consideratIOn m the same manner as If he knew the 
entire'sum he was to pay on taking a farm. Perhaps I might state the number of 
demands I have heard made upon a tenant in the course of three weeks previous 
to last Christmas. I am a Catholic, and attending my chapel, I heard one day an 
advertisement read from the altar, stating that the vicar would require his tithe on 
a certain day; I have heard another, stating that the rector would attend on a 
certain day to receive his tithe; 1 have heard another, calling upon the parishioners 
to be ready with the country charges on another ~ay; and anoth~r, to be ready 
with the church rates; I have heard another, statmg that the PrIest would call 
over the names of all those persons who had not contributed towards the repairs 
of the chapel (then roofing) and disgrace them if they did not pay within a certain 
day; and I have heard the priest, a few days before Christmas, say, that he should 
expect they would be ready to give him his pittance on Christmas-day. 

3017. Within what period has this taken place? - Within a month of Christmas. 
301 H. What are the country charges ?-The grand jury rates. 
3019. If no such rates had existed, are you of opinion that persons, distributed 

throughout Ireland in the small possessions which many of them occupy, would 
be still able to bear any extra burdens whatever, beyond obtaining a subsistence on 
the land which is allotted to them ?-That is a puzzling question; but 1 should 
answer it in this way, that I do conceive, though 1 should be unwilling to impose 
any additional rate upon them, that if there was a rate put on for the PGrpose of 
emigrating, that they would derive a great benefit in return. 

3020. Have you any idea how much all the charges to which you alluded 
amount to per acre upon the land ?-I know that one Grand J my levy (that was 
the summer levy) came to twelve pence or thirteen pence per acre; that is the 
Grand Jury cess. 

302 I. That is a half-yearly assessment?-Yes. 
3022. Upon the actual acre ?-No, according to the old survey. 
3023 .. Are the two levies generally equal ?-I believe the spring is generally 

the heavIest. 
3024· You think the spring rate 1V0uld be something more than thirteen pence? 

-I am not aware whether it was so, but it generally is something more than the 
summer. 

3025. Have you commuted the tithes generally?-W e have in the three 
parishes in which I have property. 

3U26. Were the tithes commuted in the parish you have described?-They 
now are. 

302 7. What is the acre able assessment ?-The Commissioners in our parish 
adhe.r~d to the law with respect to the classing the number of the acres and the 
qualItIes of the land, but they did what, in my mind, was far the fairest way, they 
put .a rent upon the whole, after making a computation of it; and it amounts now, 
I thmk to ten pence halfpenny or tenpence three farthings in the ponnd. 

3028. How much is it in the acre ?-I cannot say, because some of the land is 
not worth more than two shillino-s and sixpence an acre and other parts are worth 
forty shillings. <;> , 

3°29· Is not the levy made by the acre ?-In this instance it is not. 
3030: ~hat did they value the land at generally in those parishes 1_;\ great 

part of It IS mountainous district, so that it varies very much; but thirty shillings 
per acre for arable land would be, I think, a fair average. 

3°31. The large acre?-The Irish acre; as far as I am a judge, the Tithe Act 
has a wonderful effect upon the situation of the country. 

3~32. D,o yo~ mean IInprovement?-Decidedly. 
~ ~3· "\\ hat IS the church-rate per acre ?-There has been a chapel of ease 

bUIlt ln ou . h h' h . If 
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3034. Do you think a provision may be made in particular districts for the aged 
and infirm poor?-I do. 

3035. Do you not consider, from the general habits of the people, that they 
afford subsistence to the poor to the utmost of their ability ?-There are not any 
people in the world that have greater affection for their parents or for their children 
than the Irish people; but I know instances where the aged have been a great 
burden to the children, in consequence of the state of poverty in which those 
children were placed. 

3036. Do you not think that the bpst possible means of providing for the aged 
and infirm, taking that disposition into account, is to provide employment for 
those who are able ?-No doubt. 

3037. Do you not consider that any legal provision for the aged and the infirm, 
in the nature of rates, would be likely to lead to g-reat abuse in the expenditure?
I would confine any provision that was to be made for the aged and infirm to each 
particular property; I would not have it a paroc)1ial rate; I would avoid as much 
as possible making it general; 1 would leave it to the proprietor of the land to 
provide a fund for the aged and infirm upon his property. 

3038. Do you mean a compulsory fund ;-1 would rather have it a voluntary 
one; and 1 do think, if such a plan were to be struck out, it might be attended 
with good effect; but as to having it parochial, then 1 should decidedly object t,) it. 

3039. Do you not consider that the Grand Jury levies, as far as they are 
expended upon public works in the country, constitute a fund for the employment 
of the poorer class ?-By no means. 

3040. You mean to say they are subject to great abuse ?-The grossest. 
3°41, Do you not consider that the correction of the Grand Jury system, and a 

more due application of those funds to their proposed purposes, would afford very 
extended employment to the people ?-N ot a doubt of it; the present system is 
fraught with the worst consequences. 

3042. Do you consider that if the entire of the funds proposed to be applied to 
public works were honestly applied to those purposes, that it would almost relieve 
the country from the surplusag'e of labour unemployed ?-No, certainly not,1 do 
not think they would; they would go a great way, but would not be sufficient; the 
pupulation is increasing in such a wonderful degree, that they would not. 

3043. Have you the means of estimating the proportion which the Grand Jury 
levy bears to the landed income of the country?-1 have not given it con
sideration. 

3044. Do you know what the amount of the Grand Jury levy is for the county 
of Clare, with which you are particularly acquainted ?-It varies, I believe, from 
13,000 t. to 17,000 i. a year, but I cannot speak positively to that. 

304.5. Were you present at the last assizes for the county?-I was there only 
for a day or two; I went to apply to get leave to attend a Committee of this 
House. 

3046. Do you know the amount for which leave was asked to obtain a present
ment at these assizes ?-I do not know. 

3047. Do not the occupants consider the Grand Jury levy a very severe bur
den ?-A very severe one. 

3048. Is it not the habit to apply Grand Jury expenditure now to a great many 
and additional purposes never contemplated by the original laws upon that sub
ject ?-I believe so; the public institutions in the county now swallow up a great 
part of the assessment. 

3049. Have any other remedies occurred to you, besides that of emigration, by 
which the redundant population in Ireland may be diminished or its increase pre
vented ?--Since my last examination it has struck me, that a voluntary contribu
tion from tenants as well as landlords amounting' to a small sum in the pound, as 
I have already stated, would tend in a great measure to relieve the aged poor, 
and it would also have the effect of preventing those persons from bringing in 
other persons upon tIle land, as the greater the number who come in upon the 
land, ill the same ratio the relief to be afforded to each individual would diminish 
!f the fund was found to be larger than was necessary to support th~ aged and 
mfirm, I think the surplus might fairly be applied to assist the emigratIOn of any 
families upon the estate who might wish to emigrate; 1 do think that the fairest 
fund that could be raised in addition to that, would be a tax upon the money 
drawn out of Ireland by the .absentees, to increaile in proportion to the sum of 
the money drawn away. 
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30 50. Yau would have t~is rate fixed in p.r?portion to th~ re~t, and not t~ !n
crease and diminish accordmg to the necessities of the pansh .-My proposItion 
is, that it should be a voluntary tax. " . 

30 51. But not vary ?-Circumstances might perhaps. vary It. I thlllk If the 
lower orders found that one gentleman did it, it wou~d ~timulate other~ to do the 
same; if I may so say it, the tenants would throw It III the landlord s face who 
might refuse to contribute, and ask why he did not do the same as others had 
done. . 

3°5 2 . What sum do you think could b~ raised by a family, by. selling all. the 
little articles of furniture and so on, which they possessed prevIOus to emigra
tion ?-Of the lowest description I should say nothing; I do not suppose they 
would produce altogether ten shillings.. '" . 

30 53. They have no means then to provIde for ~helr em.lgratlOn ?-No~e in the 
world; straw is their bedding, a small blanket their coverlllg, and a pot III which 
to boil their potatoes. . 

30 ,;4. You conceive that the lower orders of t~le Insh a~e pe~fectly unable to 
contribute, in any degree, to the expenses of their own el11lgratIOll ?-Decidedly 
so; I speak of the lowest. . .. . 

30:). Do tho,c \yhom you descflbe as belllg III the lowest state of destitution 
pay any rent to th~ir lan~lIords?-They pay fO.r their house and cabbage garden, 
in some illstances for their house alone, to their landlord. 

30 .")6. Could not the means by which they are enabled to pay their rent to their 
landlords be made available ?-N 0, they could not; their crop of potatoes they 
pay for, perhaps by a pig, which is bought on time at the period they are digging 
out the potatoes; and at the time they sell it they pay the sum originally .promised 
for it with a portion of the sum for which they sell it, or by their labour. 

30,,7. What i.~ the rent which a landlord generally receives from the occupier 
of a cabin of such a description 1-It varies from a pound to tl\'O pounds. 

3' ':')::;, For the house ?-N 0, for the house and the cabbage-garden. 
30'j~). Do you not conceil'e that there are a ~'reat number of tbe small land

holders who would be able to contribute a .l2.·n:at part of the expense ?-A great 
part of the laudholders would be able to contribute something. 

3utio. Bm; there been any actual emigration .~(Jinl2.' on in your county?-Some 
persons have gone out to America, from whom very favourable accounts are 
received. 

3061. ;\re they in the habit of converting all their property into money before 
they l2.0 1-Yes, they are. 

3()(i2. Are they able to produce a sum, over and aoo\e their passage, for the 
purchase ofland, when they get there )-Xo, I have not heard that. 

30t;;], Do they go out as mere laoourers 1-Some of them do, and some of 
them as artificers. 

3064. Is it from that class that favourable accounts have been sent ?-Favour
able accounts have been received from two men who went out as labourers, and 
the other as millwright and carpenter. 

3065. That is only from those who have had small means ?-Certainly. 
3066. ~an you ,inform the Committee, whether, in your opinion, there is a 

great anxIety to emigrate among those who remain ?-I think there is. I certainly 
think it would be productive of very good effect; it is not so much the bene6t 
~hat would be derived from it at present, as the benefit that would be derived from 
It her~after. I have further to observe, that I consider that if the system of elective 
franchIse were changed, and men allowed to vote accord ina- to the rate of tithe 
which. they paid under .the Compositi?n Act, coupled with their holding a certain 
quantity of land, that It would matenally tend to check the subdivision of small 
farms, and ?f course to check the population. 

306 j. "hat do you mean by a holding of land; to what extent 1-To an extent 
which would enable a man to pay a certain rate of tithe under the Composition 
Act, on a scale which might be fixed, and under which he mia-ht be entitled to 
w~. ~ 

3068 .• \re you of opinion that the landlords of Ireland, as a body, would object 
to a t.ax a? land fa\' the purpose of raising an emigration fund, to be placed un?er 
the dIrectIOn of g:overnment, provided other measures were simultaneously tendmg 
to check populatI~n, such ~s. an alteration of the forty shilling franchise and the 
system of sup-~ettmg and JOlllt-tenancy r-Generally speaking, I think the land
lords would object to any additional tax. 

3069' Are 
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3069' Are you. of opinion, ~at the Irish gentry have had. an opportunity of 
giving their attentIOn to ~he subject of the redu.n~ant population of Ireland. and 
its removal, so as to conSider the effects upon their mterests ?-I am clearly satisfied 
they have not, and I can speak of my own case. I had certainly given the state 
of the poor in Ireland a great deal of consideration, but I never, until I came before 
this Committee, gave the subject of emigration that consideration which I have 
done since; not one I should think in a hundred have thought upon the subject. 

3070. Are you not satisfied therefore, that the publication of the evidence taken 
before this Committee, will naturally draw their attention to the subject, to see 
how their pecuniary interests are affected; and do you not think that their answer 
must be qualified according to the consideration given by them to the subject?
No doubt, the more they consider the subject the more competent they will be to 
form an opinion upon it; for myself, I view it in a much more favourable light than 
I did the last time I gave evidence before the Committee. 

Mr. James West, called in; and Examined. 

3071. WHERE do you come from ?-From the county of Westmeath. 
3072. Are you generally acquainted with the state of the county ofWestmeath? 

-I have lived in it all my life, and have a good deal of intercourse with it. 
3073. What are you ?-A land agent. 
3074. Is there a great deal of poverty among the peasantry in that part of the 

country, with which you are acquainted ?-Indeed there is a great deal, but it is 
better inhabited than many other counties. 

3075. Are not some of the labouring classes employed by the gentry of the 
county during the year, and others only casually employed ?-They are. 

3076. Is there not a material difference between those two classes?-Y es 
because one class is employed the whole year round, and the others only part ot 
the year. 

3077. Can you at all state what are the proportions between those two classes, 
in the county of Clare 1-There are more persons employed throughout the whole 
of the year, than not employed. 

3078. Have the goodnes to take a special instance of those not employed, and 
describe the circumstances under which they are placed 1-They are in a poor 
pitiable condition; their cabins very bad; and for half the year they cannot obtain 
employment, though very willing to work, if they can get it, and at almost any 
thing you chuse to give them. 

3079. There is no demand for the work of those persons?-There is not. . 
3080. Do you not conceive, that the cause of there being no demand for their 

work is, that the population is so excessive as to supply all the work that is really 
wanted, and to have a considerable redundancy ?-It is the fact; there is an over
grown population. 

3081. Do you not consider, that the removal (if it could be effected satisfac
torily,) of part of that population would materially benefit the condition of those 
left behind 1-1 have no doubt of it in the world. 

3082. Do you think that the interests of proprietors, in the county of West
meath, are not affected by the circumstance of this excessive population ?-Indeed 
I do think it is, and 1 believe they feel it to be so. 

3083. Could you de<;cribe to the Committee the prejudicial effect, which in 
your opinion accrues to the interest of individual proprietors, in consequence of 
the presence of this particular class of redundant population on their estates?
I believe one of the greatest evils accompanying it, is the letting of small farms for 
the purpose of making freeholders, at a mere trifling rent, of very bad ground, 
often part of a. bog. 

3084. Do you think that the injury being more or less, which accrues to indi
vidual proprietors from the presence, and from the increase of this redundant 
population, is such as to make it their interest to consider the question of con
tributing for the purpose of removing such poor ?-I do think it would be well 
worth their serious consideration, and for this reason, because 1 know a gentle
man, whose property I am connected with, has given many of his te~ants, not 
merely of those holding of small quantities of ground, but some havmg large 
qu~nti~y of ground, all their property to enable them to carry themselves away, 
which 10 some instances, to my knowledge, has amQllnted to more than a, hundred 
pounds. 
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Mr. 
James West. 

3085. For what number of persons ?-For one family. Mr. Tuite's father has 
done it. 

----...-----', 3086. You have made a distinction between large and small holders of gr?und ; 
"ll~~i1, what do you mean by that distinction ?-Some of them may hold from thirty to 

forty acres of ground, and others not J?ore than two ac:es. ". 
3087. The Committee, in the questIOns they are asklllg you, a.re dlre.ctmg their 

attention to the lowest class ?-Some of those people who have hved with myself, 
my cottiers' sons, who perhaps have ~ived with me the whole year round, some of 
their children have gone off to Ameflca, and there have been favourable accounts 
from some of them, and from others, unfavourable accounts; they are merely 
labourers there, nothing else. . 

30 88. When you say, to America, do you mean the Umted States, or the co· 
lonies 1-To both. 

3089. If you were consulted as a land age~t, as to the lI:d.vantage of removing 
from the property of an individual land proprietor, ~fty families of the lowest class 
of persons, inhabiting the most wretched sort of cablll, and for whose l,abour there 
is but little or no demand the greater part of the year; would you thmk yourself 
justified in recommendinO" to a proprietor, whose property was so circumstanced, 
to advance them 20 t. pe~ family, supposing a family to consist of a man, a woman, 
and three children 1-1 would not say 1 should recommend him to pay the sum of 
20 t.; but, as a measure, 1 would recommend it. 

3090. Your hesitation as to the sum, would arise from not having !lad an op
portunity of giving due consideration to the subject, perhaps, mo!e than any thing 
else 1-1 think there are many landlords who could not afford It; most of them 
have their rents very badly paid. 

3091. Would not your advice be regulated by ascertaining the benefit which 
would accrue to the proprietor, from letting his land to a different class of tenants? 
-I have no hesitation in saying' that I would recommend to a landlord, under 
such circumstances, to assist emigration; a good deal of that would depend upon 
this, whether his property was let in large parcels or small parcels; if in the 
former, it would not require so much emigration as where it was let in small 
portions. 

3°92. The Committee are supposing a case where the tenants are of the lowest 
class, and where the landlord is in immediate relation to them, without the inter
vention of any middleman 1-1 think it would benefit the middleman; but it is 
impossible that the poor man, upon five or six acres of ground, with five or six in 
family, can maintain them, and pay his rent. ' 

3093· Do you not think that the rent of that landlord would be increased under 
another system of letting ?-I do not know that it would be increased nominally, 
but it would in the receipt of the money actually received as rent. 

3094· 'V ould not your recommendation to a landlord under those circumstances, 
as to the sum he should subscribe, depend upon the increase which would be 
shown to be the result ?-Certainly. 

30 95. From the explanations you have given, do you mean to attribute the 
numbe,r of persons in "r estmeath, beyond the means of employment, to the system 
?f let!mg very small farms ?-The part of the county where 1 live was formerly 
mhabited by gentlemen of large fortune; that number, however, has diminished, 
and they have brought a large number of labourers into it, who have not employ· 
ment at present. 

30 96. Is a great part of the county of Westmeath occupied by what you may 
call small tenents ?---:-Not so mu~h s? as some other counties, certainly not. 

30 97. ~as the dIstress, which It seems has occurred in the county of West· 
meath~ amen more fr,om the non-residence of the gentlemen than from any other 
cause ~-Yes, 1 do thmk so, and 1 believe it is the case all over Ireland. 

30 98. What sum, in your o~inion, could be raised by a large family by the 
sale of all ther possess?-Very httle; perhaps a pound or two pounds would be 
the utmost of It. 

30 99. If they, we~e to sell all they possess with a view to emigration, to hoW' 
m~lch do you thmk It would a,mount?-To a very small sum; if they have any 
thmg to sell, they always do It. There are many families who have gone from 
the part of the country where 1 live. 

3100. What class of the people is it that have emigrated 1-Farmers who have 
not conducted themselves very well, who have been obliged to go off in conse
quence of arrears of rent; and some of the young fellows in the country have 

, gone 
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gone off, and othe~s of a d.ifferent description; they have collected money from 
their friends sometImes, whICh has enabled them to go out. 

3101. Do you thiuk that many families would be enabled in your part of the 
country, by the assistance of their friends, to go out ?-I know that their friends 
often do a:ssist them. 

3102. Do you think iffacilities were afforded for emigration, that large numbers 
would go from Ireland ?-I do. 

3103. If the means of transport were afforded, would the lower classes, in your 
opinion, be able to raise from their friends a sufficient sum to assist them when 
they arrived at the other side of the water ?-1 have no doubt they would, for I 
believe all that would be necessary would be a sufficient sum of money to buy 
themselves provisions, such as bacon, meal, &c. for their passage. 

3104. Suppose the case of a hundred families, each family consisting of a man, 
woman and three children, who are informed that they will have transport to the 
colonies; do you imagine that there are a hundred families in the county of West
meath who could obtain from their friends in money, a sufficient sum to provision 
them for a year after they got there ?-I think they could only obtain sufficient to 
go over. 

3105. How much money, supposing transport to be found them, do you con
ceive they would have, when they got there ?-The sum of money it would take 
for their transport, of course they would have when they got there; I have under
stood about 4/. a head was the sum; from 3/. 15 s. to 4/. 

3106. Taking the three children as one adult, a family of the number described 
would require 12/. to take them, do you think they could raise that sum ?-I think 
it would be a sum too large for them to raise, but I think they would raise six or 
seven pounds; I do not believe they pay above half price for the children. 

3107 . You mean for freight and food ?-Yes. 
3108. Suppose the expense of freight would be 12/., do you think that a hun

dred families from the county of Westmeath, if removed from that county, 
would obtain from their friends the sum of 12/. each ?-I do think there are 
a hundred families that could bring that sum, taking the whole county. 

3109. The Committee are speaking of families that are in a state of perfect 
destitution ?-No, not of that very low description; of that class, very few have 
emigrated. 

3] 10. The Committee do not mean those who have a small capital in the county, 
but of that particular class who are described to be in a state of destitution ?-If 
the other families went. it would make room for the others, so that they would be 
able to get employment. 

3111. Of that particular class of families to which you have alluded, as being 
able to get 12/.; are those families in which the men are constantly employed in 
labour?-Yes, and if they were removed, it would make room for the others. 

3112. Do you conceive that a small occupier, turned out from his farm by the 
expiration of his lease, is not immediately involved in distress ?-Yes, in most 
cases. 

3113. And he might have some little available property at the moment?
Celtainly, and there are a great number in that state. 

3114. Is it your opinion, that in the case of this particular class of tenants 
holding small quantities of land, who might be ejected at the termination of leases, 
and who at the same time might collect either from the produce of their own 
property, or the contrihution of friends, a sum perhaps equal to 12/. per family, 
if those were removed, and the lands from which they were taken were let upon 
an improved principle involving the circumstance of larger farms, that the conse
quence would be, that the lowest class to which you have alluded. as being in 
a wretched state of destitution, would immediately as labourers, under a new and 
a better system, have a chance of improving their condition?-Yes, decidedly. 
, 3115. You are of opinion that the class of the community which it would 

be most advisable to assist in emigration, is that class who, being turned out under 
such given circumstances, have not capital enough to embark in any large specu
lation as farmers, and consequently reduced to the lowest class, but for such a 
system ?-I thiuk many of them would be found desirous to go away. 

:3116. Is not the last description of tenants when turned out, the class by whom 
unde~ such circumstances the peace of the country has been most endangered 1-
I believe the lowest class of the country is the worst, the very lowest class of all ; 
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but if that very class were to get employ, I do not think it would be half or a 
quarter so bad as it is. ., . 

3 t 17. You attribute the habitual megulanty of the lowest class to the want of 
employment ?-Entirely. . . 

3118. Y ou ~ave stated that some lan~lords hav~ thought It ng~t, and to t~eir 
interest, to get nd of a redundant populatlOn off their estate at a sacnfice of rent .-
I have known such instances. . . 

311 g. In those instances which you know, can you say how ma~y famlhe~ have 
been got rid of, and what the amount of the rent w~s ?-I?- some Instances It was 
very large, hundreds of pounds, but I cannot 5t~te It partlc~larly; I have known 
200 I. or 300 t. due from. ~ne man, and ~o be forglv.en everr thmg. 

3120. How many families do you thmk there might be .-Three or four from off 
Mr. Tuite's estate. 

3121 . And at what sacrifice ?-At t~e sacrifice of JOO t. or 400/.; perhaps, ifhe 
sold every thing they possessed, he might have got one hundred pounds. 

John Scott Vandeleur, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

3122, YOU are a resident of the county of Clare?-Yes. 
3123. Do you attend as a magistrate in that county ?-Yes. 
3124. Have you had an opportunity of hearing the observations made by the 

last witness, with respect to the probable effect upon the lowest classes of Irish 
labourers, that might be affected by the removal of the lower class of small farmers 
by ejectment, or otherwise ?-I have heard them. 

3125. Would the abstraction of a proportion of that class lead to the improvement 
of the lowest class of labourers ?-I am decidedly of that opinion. 

3126. Have you heard of any instances of that effect being produced by their 
removal1-I have heard of several families who have left my neighbourhood com
pletely destitute, and since they have left I have heard of their having improved 
their condition. 

3127. But what effect had their removal upon the remaining part of the popu
lation ?-I cannot say, it has been upon so trifling a scale hitherto. 

3128. Speaking generally, do you think it would be to the interest of the land
lords of Ireland, to contribute towards the removal of that class of under-tenants, 
who may be on their property on the determination of a lease ?-I think it would 
be to their interest to induce those persons to emigrate, but I doubt very much 
whether it would be to their interest to contribute any thing towards it, because 
they can get rid of them now by law. 

3129. But if this were to be a general practice, do you not think that the state 
of the county at large would be prejudiced by a numerous class of those persons 
so ejected wandering over the county?-Decidedly, and that has been a very great 
cause of the disturbances in the south of Ireland. 

3130. Although they have the legal power of ejecting those parties, do you not 
imagine that the reaction might be very prejudicial to the pecuniary interests of 
the landowners, if the country were to be thrown into a state of confusion?
Undoubtedly, I should conceive so. 

31 31. If a system w~re t~ be adopte~, unde.r which the majority of proprietors 
who have the opportullity might act, of Improvmg their property by the ejectment 
of such ~ class of tenan.ts, do you not consider it might be to the pecuniary intere~t 
of proprIetors, to consider how far they would contribute towards emigration; If 
suc~ a system o~ emigration were likely to be adopted for the removal of those 
partles, un.de~ clfcumstanc~s that would be satisfactory to the future interests of 
those partles .-1 do, provIded. emigration were applied solely to those pers~ns 
whom th~ landowners would Wish to get rid of; but I conceive that if emigratIOn 
were earned on to a gTeater extent, that many individuals would go whom it would 
be better to hav~ left at home in the country. 

3132 . You Will be good enough to understand, that all the questions put to you 
have re~erence to. a regulated emigration? by which pr~per persons are to be 
selected .-1 do thl.nk that such a system, If properly apphed, would he of adva~
tage to the populatIOn. I should be glad, for one, to contribute, if I could get nd 
of the lower class of my tenantry, and not to turn them out into the world, as 1 
shpuld otherwise be obliged to?O now, if I got rid of them. 

3.133 .. You understand, that m such a case, no individual would be selected for 
EmigratIOn who was not in a good state of health and of a certain age, because he 

would 
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would not do justice to himself as a settler; would that consideration affect your 
views with respect to your interests ?-No; but I conceive if their children could 
be sent out, it would be to the advantage of the proprietors, and leave the idlers to 
linger out at horne as they could; but while the child is brought up in sloth of 
every kind by its parents, I think it would, when it grew up, be as bad as its parents 
were before. 

3134. You will understand, that every question of this Committee is put with 
reference to the supposed proportion of a man, woman, and three children to a 
family; taking them in that proportion, notwithstanding the necessity of selecting 
able-bodied men, do you still think that the proprietors would not be materially 
interested in contributing to emigration ?-Decidedly. 

3135. In using the word able-bodied, it is applied mainly to the father of the 
family, who must be the settler placed upon the land, under the supposition of his 
going as an emigrant; and it would be therefore impossible to accept of any 
emigrant under any national system of emigration, who was not of an age, and in 
a state of health that would enable him to prosper, would that meet your views? 
~I think so. 

3136. Are there many small farms in the county of Clare ?-A great many. 
3137. Has the class of persons called small tenants, been for many years in 

a state of great distress ?-I believe there are the same gradations ot distress in 
the county of Clare as in other counties. 

3138. But during many years, when the potatoe crop has failed, has it not created 
great distress among that class ?-Yes. 

3139. In those periods the landlord has not been in the habit of receiving much 
rent from those persons r-It certainly has an effect upon the payment of rents, 
for when they are obliged to layout a great deal of the rent to buy provisions (for 
they cannot starve) under such circumstances of course they cannot so well pay 
their rent to the landlord. 

3140. Are you 1I0t of opinion, that you would be better off if the number of 
small tenants were very much reduced in your county ?-Decidedly. 

3141. Is it not the common practice of landlords to forgive considerable arrears 
of rent in order to induce the tenants to go away, and give up their farms ?-It is 
only giving a nominal sum; it is only remitting debts from paupers who could not 
pay them: perhaps they may have a miserable cow, or something of that descrip
tion, and the landlord may say, I will let you go with all your furniture, and all 
the rent with you; but that is giving up a very small sum of real money indeed. 

3142. What do you consider to be the smallest lot of land which it would be to 
your advantage to let?-From 2(; to 25 acres. 

3143. Have you at the present period, or have other gentlemen in your neigh
bourhood at this time, many farms of a smaller description?-There are many 
gentlemen in the neighbourhood who have, but they are doing all in their power 
to consolidate them; they are getting rid of the small ones, and making' large ones 
as fast as they can, consistently with the principles of humanity. 

3144. Are you of opinion, that the parties who might be removed upon this 
principle of ejectment, would be disposed to avail themselves of any favourable 
opportunity of emigration that might be presented ?-I certainly think they 
would. 

A Member present delivered in Letter, dated Blackburn, 7 April 182i. 

[The same was read, and is aJ follows:] 

.. Sir, " Blackburn, April 7th. 1827. 
" I WILL, in the course of the ensuing week, make what inquiries I think 

necessary, to learn the true state of the public mind, on the subject of Emigration. 
I have however thought proper to make an immediate reply to your's of the 5th, 
because I am anxious to state to your Committee, what I positively know on the 
subjec,t. !?ere is undoubtedly a very great tendency to emigrate, produced by the 
utter mability of the weaver to obtain adequate wages. They who are already 
barely able to sustain their families, and are almost starved, of course remain at 
home, because they have not the means of removing; but immense numbers who 
fi~d th~t circumstances are rapidly hurrying them into that state, are no,~ .leaving 
thiS neighbourhood. I was told last week, that no fewer than fifty famlltes bad 
le!t Blac~burn in the preceding week, for the United States o.f Americ,a: The Com
mittee Will observe, that these are not paupers, but industflous famlltes, who fly 
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from the pauperism which stares them in the face. Cons~q~e':lt1y, although the
abstraction of any given number of operatives, as it must dm:nnIsh the number of 
hands that demand employment, does good, by tendi~g y? brmg the deman.d and 
supply nearer to a level; it does not in the least diminIsh t?e present frIghtfUl 
burden of our poor's rates. The emigrants now go to the UnIted States, because 
they there hope for employment as weavers. I~ would require some str?ng 
ind ucement to make them turn their thoua-hts to agrIculture; and unless a suffiCIent 
motive to make them prefer settling in o~r own colonies is p~t before the~ ~y our' 
government, the stream of emigration will run on (and must Il~creas~ prodlg:IOUsly) 
in the same channel. I last week saw a letter from a person m Philadelphia, who 
left Blackburn last year, stating that for weaving a striped calico, he could earn 
from 41. to 6 dollars per week; in Blackburn, he would not earn much more than 
the sa~e number of shiIlina-s. It is high time for His Majesty's government to 
take the subject of emigrat~n into consideration, systematically, and as a part of 
the country's policy to be steadily pursued. Were proper channels opened, and 
adequate encouragement given to emigrate, the country would be repaid by the 
flourishing state of our colonies, and by thei.r trade; and the syst~m would go so 
far to prevent the accumulated misery occasIOned by such convulSIOns as we have 
witnessed last year. Radicalism and di~affection would disappear gradually, if 
persons who cannot get an honest livelihood by their industry at home, had' 
a certain prospect of independence and prosperity in our colonies. It cannot 
happen otherwise than that such persons continually (every 5 or 7 years perhaps) 
thrown into involuntary idleness, half fed, and half clothed, will lay the blame 
on their rulers, and become discontented and seditious. I have thought much 
and anxiously on this subject, during the last half year, and I am convinced that" 
a mere temporary measure, one which has for its sole object the present state of 
the operatives in this particular emergency, will do no sensible good. The only 
wise mE\asure would be to adopt the measure of emigration, systematically and 
constantly, as a state measure; and I am persuaded that His Majesty's government 
would never repent its adoption. It was the policy of the ancient world, and 
doubtless for good reasons. There can be no question that Athens found great 
benefit from drafting off its redundant and seditious population to Sicily, and other 
places. At present our emigrants all flock to America, where they enrich a foreign' 
state by their labour and mechanical skill, and imbibe there the opinions and 
feelings of the state, where they are adopted as citizens; they become " Ame
ricanis ipsis Americaniore," nor do they retain much, if any, regard for that 
native country, which they quitted in distress and discontent. Thus does England's 
indifference to emigration operate mischievously to her interests, by swelling the 
number of her commercial enemies, and enabling them to establish a successful 
competition with her manufactures. In this district, much will depend upon the 
place or places fixed upon for settlers, and upon the inducements held out. No 
assistance from the parishes can possibly be looked for; it is totally out of the 
question, and therefore the measure had better not be proposed at all, as its abso
~ute f~ilure is a positi~e certainty. Canada is not likely to be popular on account of 
Its .climate, and the mcumbrances of the country, before it can be cleared for 
agriculture. New South Wales would be a much more t~mpting region; but 
perhaps the ~reat expense of. t~e voyage would deter government from proposing 
It. I have given you my opmlOns rather at large, but the Committee will, I trust, 
excuse thc unusual ~ength ?f my communication. The sentiments I have expressed, 
~ave not been hastIly or ltghtly adopted; and I consider this subject one of vast 
Importance. I feel extremely anxious for the decision which His Majesty's 
gover~ment may come to, and heartily hope it will be one that shall produce 
a .lastmg an.d cOllstm~t ~enefi~ to the country. I will write again as soon as I can 
give any satIsfactory mtormatlOn on the points mentioned in your letter. 

I have the honour to be very respectfully, 
Your obedient humble Servant, . 

W. H. Hyett, Esq. (signed) J. W. Whittaker." 
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JQvis, 12" die Aprilis, 1827. 

R. J. WILMOT HORTON, ESQUIRE, 
IN THE CHAIR. 

Frederick Carlisle, Esq. being again called in, delivered in a Paper, intituled, 
" Proposals for the Conveyance oflabouring Emigrants to the Cape of Good 
Hope, and the Conditions of their Engagement."-And the same was read, 
and is as follows :-

Sir, London, April 12th, 1827. 
I HAVE the honour to address you on the subject of a further Emigration to 

the Cape of Good Hope: Relative to this, I beg to call to your recollection that 
I have laid certain documents before the Colonial department, one of which was 
an application from the principal Settlers in the district of Albany, praying that 
Government would assist them by sending out a number of mechanical and agri
cultural labourers, together with a proportion of women and children. 

The applicants, conscious of the reduced state of their circumstances, did not set 
forth therein any method of repaying' to government the expense incurred in the 
transport of emigrants from this country; they merely offer a certain rate of wages 
to them, when landed in the colony. 

Now, Sir, as the Committee seem to be averse to any system of emigration 
which does not contemplate the repayment of a part (if not the whole) of the sum 
required to carry it into operation, the present proposition will contain an estimate, 
according to which I would engage to transport emigrants to the Cape, and also 
a detailed method by which it is supposed a considerable portion of the expense 
might be repaid; the latter founded, however, sole~1j on the idea that they can be 
hired at a lower rate than that offered by the settlers. 

If it be admitted that emigration (as far as regards the mother country) is ad
visable under any circumstances, I think I may venture to say it would be desirable 
to direct its course towards the Cape in some measure, on the score of the import
ance of that colony's geographical situation, and its climate being favourable for 
Europeans. But independent of this, it i, the opinion of those best acquainted 
with the colony, that its capabilities have never yet been fully developed, nor can 
be until by a gradual introduction of labour, its price becomes sufficiently reduced 
to enable the colonist to profit by the encouragement displayed in the favourable 
nature of the soil and climate, these being well adapted for the growth of many 
productions with which the markets of England and other countries might be 
supplied under circumstances of great advantage to the growers. Concerning the 
Settlers in Albany, I may add, that should His Majesty's Government eventually 
determine to act upon a proposition similar to the one I now most humbly beg to 
submit, it will be conferring a great and lasting benefit on a very deserving class 
of His Majesty's subjects, whose honest and industrious efforts to obtain an inde
pendence in a distant colony have been repeatedly met by difficulties and afHictinO' 
dispensations of providence, sometimes assuming shapes the most appa]Jing~ 
calamities which they have borne with patient resignation. coupled with a con
stant and dutiful observance of the ordinances of the government under which 
they live. 

In my humble opinion, it would be highly expedient (in order to prevent the 
confusion and inconvenience which must ine.itably result from the sudden influx 
of too great a number of emigrants into the ~ettlement,) that they should proceed 
in separate lots at two or three several times, according to the number to be sent 
out in the space of one year. I shall form, therefore, my proposal with a view to 
facilitate this object. 

I conceive it would be hardly safe to send out more than 600 to Albany, in 
the space of twelve months, and shall accordingly proceed upon the supposition 
that that number may be agreed upon. I propose, therefore, to divide them into 
two p.arties, say 300 each, and despatch them in two vessels at separate periods, 
allowmg an interval between each of about four or six months. The proportion 
~f women and children to be about one woman and three children to two men: 
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thus each vessel would contain 100 men, 50 women, and 150 children. I am 
guided in this proportion by the expressed wishes of the ~,ettlers. . 

According to the provisions of the " Passenger Ac.t, the befor~-me!ltlOned 
number and description of people cannot be conveyed m a v~ssel reglstermg less 
than 450 tons. In such vessels, then, I will engage t? provide for the transport 
of emigrants, from either of the ports of London or Liverpool, at the ra!e of 10/. 
per head, under the following ci.rcumst~n~es: Each vessel ~hall be provided 'Yith 
a competent surgeon, together wIth medicme c.h~st and hospital stores; a suffi~lent 
supply of water for sixteen weeks, and provIsIOns for the same length of tIme, 
which will admit of an issue per week, as follow~; To each man 7lbs. of bread, 
I! Ibs. of flour, 2+ Ibs. of beef, ditto pork, I! pmt of pease, 2.1 oz. of sugar, 
7 oz. cocoa, 6 oz. suet, 6 oz. raisins, + oz. I?ustard, ! pepper, 1 t pmt of oatmeal, 
! pint vinegar, ditto lime-juice, and. I! pmt rum. To every wo~an two-thirds 
of the above rate, excepting that she IS not to be allowed rum, and l~ to be allowed 
tea instead of cocoa. Children above seven years of age one-third, and under 
seven one-fourth, subject to the same exception.s as ~he women ... 

One of the most important parts of the subject IS, the condihons upon which 
the Emigrants are to be engaged, and the means to be a~opted to secure their 
services. Here I would observe, that many of the colomsts, who went out in 
1819-20, took with them articled servants; on arrival in the settlement, those 
servants finding that the rates of wages for which they had engaged to work 
(previously to their departure from England) were muc~l lo~er than they might 
obtain if their indentures were dissolved, became very dissatisfied, endeavouring 
by every mean within their power to free themselves from the obligations by 
which they were bound. This, in most instances, they accomplished, for the 
masters, harassed by the discontented and refractory spirit manifested on all occa
sions by their servants, found the only resource to be in yielding to their unrea
sonable desires, by giving up the indentures; and those few who, by determined 
perseverance, succeeded in retaining them to the end of the term stipulated, were 
upon the whole, perhaps, in no way benefited by their labour. 

There can be no doubt that it would be extremely desirable to prevent, if 
possible, the recurrence of such an untoward state of things as is here related. In 
order, therefore, to effect this, and also the repayment of part of the expense of 
transport, I beg to submit the following proposition; viz. 

That the emigrants subscribe to a deed of indenture, whereby they bind them
selves to government for five years; to work at a stated rate of wages for anyone 
unto whom their services may be assigned on arrival in the colony, and their chil
dren to work for the remuneration of food and clothing, until they have attained 
the age of 18 years. The emigrants can be engaged by a person duly authorized 
to do so, in the name of His Majesty's government. 

That a copy of the indentures remain at the office of the landrost of the district 
in which the labourers are employed, by which means the court of Landrost and 
Heemraaden may enforce compliance with its conditions. 

Supposing that agricultural labourers can be engaged at the rate of gt. per 
annum, as the settlers agree to give 12/. per annum, the difference, 3t. may go 
as an a!lnual instalmeht for the repayment of the expense of passage. Again, 
s~pposmg women can be engaged at 4/. lOS. per annum, 6/. being offered, the 
dl~erence, 1 t. lOs. may be similarly applied. Money-wages are not offered to 
children, consequently nothing can be repaid towards the expense of their passage. 
The same system of repayment would extend to mechanics provided they could 
be hired ~t a rate $1. per an?um less than that held out by the settlers. 

Accordmg to thiS calculatIOn, at the end of five years, 151. per head will have 
been returned for the men, and 7/. lOS. per head for the women; now, taking the 
number of men and w?men in each vessel at ISO, the whole sum returned will 
amount to 1,8751. winch deducted from 3,0001. the amount of passage-money, 
leaves a balance of 1,125 t. against every party of 300 sent out. . ' 
. I would suggest, that the labourer be allowed the privilege of redeemmg hiS 
mdenture, at the commencement of his term of servitude, on payment to the 
landrost of 1 8t. or at any future period, on payment to his master of one fifth ?f 
1St. for every ye~r his engagement has to run. The same to apply to females, In 
a manner proportIOnate to the rate of wages they are to receive. 

Thatemployers, to whom labourers are assigned at the rate of 9 /. yearly wages, 
shall be bound to pay into the hands of the landrost (for everyone so assigned) 

the 
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the sum of 3/. per annum for any number of years not exceeding five, that such 
labourers may remain with them; and for every woman at 4/. lOS. per annum, 
the sum of I t. lOS. shall be paid for a like number of years. 

That persons receiving servants on the terms above stated, shall have the pri
vilege of transferring their indentures to others, ~ho must also engage to pay the 
annual instalment (as it becomes due) for the remamder of the term; this, however, 
not to 'be done without the knowledge of the landrost, who should know from 
whom to expect payment; to which end it would be advisable to keep a register, 
wherein to note down the names of all employers, together with the number em
ployed by each. 

It appears to me that the adoption of a plan similar to the one I have detailed, 
would have a decided tendency to prevent that spirit of discontent, before alluded 
to, gaining possession of the minds of the people, inasmuch as when they are 
aware that, being bound to government, they cannot leave one master without im
mediately going to another, they will have no object in doing so; and further, if 
the supply be continued to the degree to which the demand is ascertained to exist, 
the consequences to the settlement will be the most beneficial-the wages of labour 
must, as a natural consequence, gradually fall, and this to a degree that would 
enable the agriculturist to continue his operations with success, yet at the same 
time they would be high enough to afford a comfortable maintenance to the la
bourer, and beyond this, reduction is not to be wished for. 

It will be observed, that this proposition does not include the expense likely to 
be incurred in conveying the emigrants from Algoa Bay to the settlement; and as 
the interference of the colonial government would be necessary, in ordcr to pro
cure prompt assistance in effecting such conveyance, I beg to leave this part of the 
question entirely to the consideration of Government. 

If it should be determined to send out emigrants in the course of the pw;cnt 
year, perhaps there may not be more than sufficient time for one party, which 
I think should leave this country about the latter end of August, when they would 
arrive in time to be employed in the ensuing harvest; and if the second Ye.'scl i~ 
despatched about the middle of February 1828, the emigrants contained therein 
may arrive in good time for the ploughing season. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

Fred. Carlisle. 

P. S,-Since the above was written, I have learnt that the" PassenQ'er Act" 
is about to be repealed; and this circumstance will ell able we so far to reduce the 
estimate of the expense of passage, as to bring the amount of money returned in 
five years, up to two-thirds of the whole charge of the emigration. 

To R. J. Wilmot Horton, Esq, M. P. Fred. Carlisle. 
Chairman of the Emigration Committee, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Javis, 3· die lIIaii, 1827. 

R. J. WILMOT HORTON, ESQUIRE, 
IS TilE CHAIR. 

[The Chairmall presented, Copy if Letter from Edward Barnard, Esq. Acrcnt, 
at Van Diemen's Land and New South Wales, to Robt. J. Wilmot Ho~ton, 
Esq. M,P. Chairman of Select Committee on Emigration; dated 28th 
April 1827; enclosing Copy of Leue!' to Mr. Barnard from Mr. Louis 
Beauvais, dated 31Jt March 1827: And the same were read, and arc as 

follow: 

Sir, N' 2 Little Charles-street, 28th April 1827. 
I HAVE the honour to submit to you as Chairman of the Committee of the 

House of Commons on Emigration, the copy of a Letter which has been addressed 
to .me as agent for the colony of Van Diemen's Land, havmg ascertained that toe 
wnt~r of it, Mr. Louis Beauvais, is of respectable character, and that he is also 
capable of conducting the business, in case his proposal should be adopted. 
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I do not presume to offer any opinion upon. the .practicabili~y of th~ plan, but 
I feel it my duty to <tend the letter, as I receIVed It, for the In~OrmatlOn of the 
Committee, and to state my readiness to forward, .by any n~eans In my power,. the 
object it has in view, from a conviction that t~e Jl1troductIo~ of free labour mto 
Van Diemen's Land and ~ew South Wales will be a most Important benefit to 

those colonies. . . . 
That part of :\1r. Beauvais' le~ter which alludes to the num?er of appl~catlOns for 

convict labour, and the price given for free la.bo.urers,. reqUires some 1.lttle exp.la
nation; and I beg, therefore, to annex some mtorI?atlOn on these pomts, which 
I have been enabled to obtain from very good authority. 

The number of applicants in November last was upwards of 500, many of whom 
applied to Lieut. Governor Arthur for 3 and 4 men each. 

The price of free labour may be estimated thus:-

Common labourers 3 s. - per diem. 

Common mechanics 7 dO. 
2d rate dO 8 to 1 2 $. - dO. 
1st rate (\" 12 to 15 dO. 

Although 20 s. per diem might be given in an ~xtraordinary case, as l\I r. ~e~.uvais 
states, yet it must be understood that such high wages would only be given to a 
mechanic of peculiar qualifications, or to an agriculturist capable of managing, as 
bailiff, a large farming establishment. 

R. Wilmot Horton, Esq. M. P. 

Chairmain of the Committeee 
on Emigration. 

I have the honour, &c. 
(signed) Edw. Barnard. 

Sir, N° ] 1, Howard-street, Strand, 31 March 1827. 
I TRUST you will excuse me for laying Lefore you certain views which have 

occurred to me, and which 1 am induced to mention to you, from the relation which 
your office bears to the colonies of New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land. 

The uifficulty of obtaining labourers in the colonies in question, especially those 
of a class who have any thing like character to maintain, has been repeatedly ob
jected to me (as indeed it is obvious to the world generally) as one of the greatest 
drawbacks on the welfare of the community there. . 

The connexion which 1 had formed, and the peculiar nature of the operations in 
which 1 was, and indeed still am likely to be, engaged, induced me to attempt 
to remedy this evil, as far as it related to myself individually; and I conse
quently made application to one or two parishes here, to ascertain \\ hether they 
would be willing to do any thing towards fOrlyardincr the emigration of those who are 
at this time a burden on the parish ralr's; and with one of these 1 have almost con
cluded a bargain to take out six lads, the parish paying] 0 I. each with them: And 
I have every reas?n. to believe t~at, taking the average of parishes in Engla.nd, I~e 
overseers woulrl mllll1gly do their utmost to forward such an object. I write thiS 
fro~l a general knowled,~c of country business . 

.the las~ accounts which I have seen from Van Diemen's Land, up to Novemb.er 
last, mentIOn, that there were upwards of (I think) 1200 applications for CDllVlct 
labo~r thnt could nO.t then be supplied; and also that free labour, in many instances, 
obtamed 20 s. per diem. From the rate at which the tide of emicrration seems to be 
fiow~ng. t?wards that quarter, the present want is more likely to b~ increased t~an to 
be dllTIll1lshed. 1 have also seen several letters from Mr. Peel from which It may 
be .pre:.~med that Government would be willing to aid any feasible plan for the 
enllgratl?n of the .superabundant population, provided the parishes would come 
fon~·ard 111 the first m.stance; and to carry this object into effect, 1 should think,many 
panslJes n:ould prOVide one-half of the necessary expense of the emigrants pa~
sage, &c. If Government woulu advance the other moiety, such moiety to be repaid 
to Government through the channel I shall take the liberty of mentioning. 

I may shortly observe, that the East India shipowners are glad to take ~roops 
on board at 121. per man; this may, in some measure, serve as a guide III the 
pr~sent case, though of course somf'thing beyond this sum would be required. to 
shl~ free la?ourers to the colonies in question. The proposition, then, a~ wh~ch 
I \\Quld arnve, founded on the precedinlT data is-to establish an agency 10 'an 

<:> , Diemen's 
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Diemen's Land, (directly or indirectly supported by Government) whose business 
it would be to obtain signed requisitions from the respectable part of the community 
there, by which the persons ~ignin~ such requisition should become bound to lodge, 
maintain, and pay, for a fixed period an? at a fixed rate, such labourers as they 
may have asked for through ~he a!:?ency III questi~n; a~1d also to repay, in a I?iven 
time, the Government proportIOn ot the expense ot senull1g the labourers out. That 
such signed requisitions should be annually or half yearly transmitt~d to an agency 
at home, such agency to carryon the necessary correspondence WIth Government, 
and with the various parishes that might accede to the proposed arrangement; and 
moreover to superintend the shipment of the emigrant labourers, and in a word, to 
transact the general business that would arise from such a plan. 

The agency in the colony would have to receive the labourers in question, to 
distribute them among the parties who had previously si!!ned the requisitions, and 
would also act as receiver for the proportion of expense to be repaid to Government. 
If such proportiun should be repaid in wheat, or other produce, the agency should 
realize the same, and account to the agency at home or to Government, tor sums 
so collected. It would also transmit to the agency at home, such new demands as 
might arise. 

Such is the general outline of a plan, which, though commenced Oil a very small 
scale, offc:rs in the end, tbe probability of effecting two ill1portant ubjects, viz. the 
introduction of a &uperior class of labourers at a fair rate of wages, into the 
colony; and secondly, the formation of an oudet, (and eventually, a large one) 
for the lahouring community at home; for in the course of time, and by good 
conduct, tIle emigrant pauper himself would (if I ll1ay use the expression) become 
a requisitionist througb the proposed agency. It would moreover effect a thirrl 
object of no small importance, viz. tbe illtroduction of a respcctaule labouring 
female population, the l\"ant of which it is necdless here to dwell upon. 

Should this outline appear to you to be worthy of notice, I shall be happy to 
furnish such details as have occurred to me; but it is obviously unnecessary to 
trouble you with them, unless the principle itself ue admitted as sound and 
feasible. I will shortly do myself the honour of waiting on you on other matters. 

Edward Barnard, Esq. 
&c. &c. &c. 

I have, &c. 
(signed) Louis Beauvais. 

John Leslie Foster, Esq. a Member of the Committee; Examined. 

3145. HAVE you read :\11'. Dixon's evidence given before tbis COllll1littee:
I have read it. 

3146. "Vhat is the part of Ireland with wbich you are 1110,t acquainted ;-There 
is no county uf Ireland that I have not had occasion, at (iIt;"rcllt times, to visit. 
The Province with whicb I am least acquainted is l\lullster. 

3147. You assent to the opinion, that poverty generally prevails among the 
peasantry in Ireland ?-In almost every part of it; but less in the counties of 
Duwn, Antrim, and Armagh, than in other parts of Ireland. 

3148. Can you assign a reason for tbat exception: -Tbe general prevalence of 
manufactures, the accumulation of capital, and the long period that has elapsed 
since any material civil or political disturbances have taken place in those di"tricts. 

3 149. Do your observations apply to the agricultural districts in the neirrhbour
hood of Belfast, and the other parts to which you have alluded i-Certainl/ 

3150 • Are the farms in that part of the country larger than in the other parts of 
Ireland ?-No; the farms are more subdivided than in an agricultural point of vie IV 

would be desirable; but the tenants have been enabled to pay their rents in a great 
measure ti'om the profits of manufactme. 

3151. You mean to state, that they are enabled to do so by combinin2 the 
occupations of a manufacturer with that of an agriculturist i- Yes. The iand
lords have been paid rents which could not have been realized out of the mere profits 
of the land. 

3 152. In point of fact, you consider it to be let at a rent for the occupation of 
th,e h~u.se by tbe person employed in the manufacture, rather than le~ in a sen~e 
?t de~lVlI1g the rent from the proceeds of the land ?-Certainly; there IS, however, 
1n pomt of fact, a small quantity of land annexed to the house. . . 

3 153. But \\ hich land is let at a rent which, taking the land by Itself, is beyollO 
what it is worth?-Y ,,5. - L 
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3 1 .54. Do you consider the stat~ of p~uperi~m in which the peasantry are to be 
found in certain parts of Ireland, IS mamly an:;llJg from the redundance of popu
lation as compared with the demand for lahour?-Yes.; but I do not mean .to s.ay 
that the actual population of the country is greater than It wou!d be. able to mamtam, 
if capital and the consequent demand for labour ~vere matenally mcreased; and I 
am the rather inclined to make that observatIOn, because those parts of the 
country in which there is the least of poverty and the greatest demand for labour, 
are in fact those which are most densely peopled. 

3 155. The question was limited to ~he ~ense of population ~s compared. with 
the means of employment; do you thmk It probable that cap~tal can be mtro
duced into Ireland so as to absorb the redundancy of the population, unless part of 
that population be previously rem?ved by eJ?igr.ation ?-I cannot see any proba
Lility of such an extensive intrO?U~tlOll of ca~ltal mto Ireland as would be necessary 
to afford employment to the eXlstmg populatIOn. ' 

3 156. Are you not aware that the increase of population has led to a subdi
vision of land, which in its ultimate tendency is calculated materially to prejudice 
the interest of the landowner ?-Certainly. In some parts of Ireland it has already 
proceeded to such a len;zth that nearly the entire produce of the land is applied to 
the mere maintenance of the population, leaving scarcely any available fund for the 
payment of rent to the landlord. 

3157. Are you not of opinion that the interests of the landed proprietors would 
be materially benefited by the removal of that sort of extra population from the 
property, and the present system being succeeded by one in which there might be 
an opportunity of encouraging tenants with capital;- I t would be extremely advan
tageous to landed proprietors; they are already quite of that opinion, and almost 
panic-struck at the increase of population. Tiley are in the course of resorting at 
present to very violent remedies in order to correct it; ",hen land falls out of lease in 
Ireland, it is quite usual to eject the surplus population, as the only means of realizing 
any fair return in future from the land. 

31,58. Do you concur with the opinions previously given before this Committee, 
that in many instances the ~jectment of the tenants, however desirable to the interest 
of the landlord, is prevented by motives of humanity, and sometimes by motives of 
apprehension ?-l\lore frequently by humanity than by apprehension. Generally 
speaking, it is not difficult to enforce the process of the law, but it leads to scenes of 
Ruch misery that many landlords, I know, shrink from becoming the authors of it. 

21 59. Under those circulllstances, are you of opinion that the landlords of 
Ireland, who I.lave the legal means of ejecting that extra tenantry, would be dis
posed ~o contnbute pecuniarily towards the emigration of the parties to be removed, 
SUPP?Sll1g that those parties should prefer to emigrate rather than take their chance 
of bell1g absorbed some \lay or other on some other property ?-It would depend 
at lea~t as !lluch upon their ability as upon their good feeling; where there are 
p~'opfletors 111 f~e of large estates, not heavily encumbered, and who are in imme
dIate contact IVI~h the tenantry, I ha.ve no doubt you might look for contribut!ons; 
but where the. eJecto), ?f the tenan~ IS a middle-man, possibly the last in a sene;; of 
half a dozen Il1termedlate landlords, I should not entertain such an expectatIOn, 
~or should I even where the tena~t in. fee. was in contact with the occupying tenant, 
lf he .was a person embarrassed 111 hIS CIrcumstances; such is very frequently the 
case Il1 Ire)and. I beg to add, that the disposition of the proprietors would be 
very much Il1fiuenced by whatever opinion they micrht form as to the reasonableness 
of the sum proposed for their contribution. ,., 

3 1 ?o. Are you of opinion, in point of fact, that the annual income of the landed 
propnet~r \I'ould ?e increased in consequence of the removal of this extra tenantry, 
and t~e Il1trodu~tlOn of a system of emigration ?-Yes. 

3 101. In pOlllt of fact the proprietor would be a richer man under the new 
system, than Ilnder the old ?-Ultimately I have no doubt he ~ould; supposing 
always he takes care that no extra population shall in future accumulate upon hiS 
estate. 

S 162. If it could be demonstrated that under avera l1e circumstances tile pro
;erty of th~ ejecting proprietor wou~d be in~reased in valti'e by the change'of .syste~, 
~d that hIS actual rent would be Il1creased, could there be any objection In prIn

Ciple, to allow the tenant foJ' life to charge the estate with an annuity, upon which 
money should be raised for this specific purpose always supposin<T that it could be 
demonstrated that th . b' '. "'. f , e annUIty to e paId was Ie,s 111 amount than the Il1crease 0 

rent to be obtained :-I think a proprietor would be more inclined to advance a sum 
- ~ 
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in the first instance, where his means enabled him to do so, than to entail a charge 
upon his estate. 

3163. You will not understand the question as applying to parties who have an 
option between the two, but as applying to parties who have not the means of ad
vancing the money necessary otherwise than by charging their estates; therefore the 
question is, do you think there would be any o~jection in principle, to give a legis
lative power to parties to charge their estates with an annuity, by which the whole 
sum it wonld cost for the emigration of the extra tenantry could be raised, always 
supposing that a due precaution was taken throughout the whole of the transaction 
to prevent the vacuum being filled up?-I think it admissible as a principle, sup
posing the system to include reasonahle precautions against the vacuum produced 
by emigration being again filled up; but whether the landlords would act upon the 
principle, must depend upon the opinion they might form as to the terms of the 
bargain offered to them by the government. 

3164. Presupposing that full information was afforded upon the subject, and that 
it was established in a pecuniary point of view, that a contribution for emigration 
will answer to the proprietor, do you suppose that counties or districts, or parishes, 
or bodies of individuals, or individuals, would consent to establish some general 
system of contribution for the purpose of emigration:-I think you must deal with 
the proprietors individually, and not with bodies of men; a body of individuals 
would not feel any security against the vacuum being filled up; but an individual 
proprietor, after having got rid of his surplus popnlation, may so consolidate the 
farms on his own property, as to prevent, in a great measure, a recurrence of the 
mischief. 

3165. Are you not of opinion, that throughout the whole of Ireland generally, 
.the conviction, that much of the evils of her local situation arise from extra popu
lation, is a discovery that has been more or less lately made ?-Yes, during the 
last eight or ten years it has been a continually increasing conviction, and is at 
present felt by almost everyone in Ireland. 

3166. Do you suppose, in proportion as this conviction uecomes the opinion of 
the nation, that as far as means c&n be adopted to prevent the filling up of any 
vacuum that may be ot.:casioned, such means Ilill be exercised by all parties Ilbo 
may be interested in the subject of emigration, for the purpose of preventing 
a recurrence of the present evil ?-Individuals would be well enough inclined to 
do it, but I should doubt their ability, unless the system of emigration to be 
adopted, should itself be founded upon principles tending to that result. The 
mere emigration of a portion of the population is in itself, I think, no security 
that the country will ultimately be less populous. The commencement of the late 
war found Ireland in possession of a population of four millions; during its 
continuance, Ireland afforded to the army and navy some hundred thousands of 
recruits, and yet at the termination of the war, so far from that exportation of 
a portion of the population having diminished its amount, the four millions had 
increased to seven. Now I do not see what there is in a system of mere casual 
emigration materially different from the recruiting system, so far as relates to its 
effects upon the population, unless accompanied by regulations for preventing the 
vacuum so occasioned being filled up; the case lIlay be different. 

3167. Were not many of the recruits sent back upon the population at the eml 
of the war ?-Perhaps fifty or a hundred thousand, for aught I know; but the 
increase was three millions. 

3168. Do you not think the increase would have been still greater, if those to 
whom you have alluded had not been exported ?-I really do 110t; I do not think 
the removal of that description of population which supplies the recruiting servicc, 
ultimately lessens its amount; I suspect that it has even a tendency to increase it. 

3169. In your opinion, did not the recruiting for the army rather operate as 
a stimulus to the increase of population ?-I think so; but I think the chief cause 
of increase to have been the tendency of population to increase to the utmost 
extent of the means of subsistence. 

3170. Was it not considered as a very profitable application of a portion of each 
family to enter into the service?-Yes. 

3171. Had it a tendency to encourage or decrease the population ?-I have no 
doubt that Ireland was more populous at the end of the 25 years of wa~, t.han it 
woul~ have been if they had been years of peace. I beg t? observe thIS 1~ ~ot 
peculiar to Ireland; such was the result upon the populatl?n of Great Brtta~n; 
and the same thing occurred in }'rance, where there was a sull greater subtractIOn 
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of the populatio~ for the, armies; it is a fact wilich no \~'el1 i,nfor~ed ~erson rloubts 
that the populatlOn of 1 rance at the end of the revolutionalY \\~r "as greaterby 
five or six millions than at the commencement, notll'lthstandlllg the enormous 
conscriptions which it perpetually supplied. . . 

3 1 7'2. "'as 1I0t the recruiting service carried on dUring a perIod. whe~ all the other 
incidents derived from war, and the circumstances of the country III vanous respects, 
encouraaed the increase of population ?-Certainly. _ 

3 I i3~ ". as it not in a very different ~tate of CJrcum~tanc~s f:om th~ presel~t r-
1 admit that· and I am far from supposmg that the populatlOn IS now Increasmg at 
the same rat~ as formerly; I believe its increase to. be at ~resent very slow, owing 
to the strona corrective checks in operation, but still that It would take advantage 
of any vacu~m that you create, and immediate~y ~II it u~, unless ~he mode of creating 
the vacuum should carry within its~lf sO.me prInciple ot preventlOn .. 

3 I i 4. Therefore a system of emlgratl.on, though generally speakmg of the same 
tendency as recruiting, under other clrcumstan~es J?ay produce ve:y oppo~ite 
effects ;-1 think it possible that a system of ~mlgratlOn.mlght be deVised, which 
should carry along with it a sufficient guar.d agamst the filh~g up of th: va~uum. 

;)1 -; 5. Dei you not think that the reduction ot th~ populatIOn by elmgra.tlOn, or by 
other means during the \\'ar, and at the present time, would produce different re
sults ;--I think th'e vacuum \I'ould be filled up more rapidly during a state of war, 
than in a state of peRce. 

31 i(j. Do you Qlean to state, that in your opinion such would be the effect, inde
pendent of any measures intended to prevent it?-No, I think a system of emigration 
from Ireland might be accompanied with safeguards, and pro.ve eminently beneficil 
I think also it may be unaccompanied by them, and prove entirely delusive. 

31 j i. Do yOll not conceive that the general conviction of all classes in Ireland is, 
that the population ought to be checked by all allowable means ?-Certainly; b:.t 
1 think that the population may increase notwithstanding the conviction. The young 
peasant, when about to marry, does not trouble himself upon that point. 

31 jS. Do you not think it is the persuasion of the lowest class of persons in 
Ireland, that tLc greater part of the evil of their condition is derivable from the re
dundancy of their numbers :-1 do; but I do not think the persuasion will prevent 
individuals from marryin!.( at an early age, and becoming the parent, of families. 

31 i~). Do you not thillk tbat the ,vorse their situation is, the more reckless they 
are upon tbe subject of marriage) ~ i\ a doubt of it. 

31 ~o. And you consider that the extreme poverty of their situation mainly arises 
from the small remuneration for labour in consequence of the redundancy of labour, 
as compared with the demand ?~Exactly so. 

;)181. In the case of a proprietor who mi~ht relieve his prcperty from the body 
of extra tenantry, supposing such extra tenantry to be removed by emigration, do 
you not consider that the paupers in the immediate neighbourhood of that property 
would be absorhed as labourers, more or less, under the new system of management 
of t.h~ property consequent thereon ?-Certainly, if the property is supposed .t~ be 
suffiCiently cleared to produce that efftct; but that seems a very extreme suppOSitIOn. 

3 1 82. In point of fact, therefore, the removal of that intermediate class would 
enable employment to be afforded to the one immediately below it ?-It would be so 
if the class which you remove should not be itself the lowest; but it is the very 
lowest class which we principally want to have remuved. 

3 1S3. '\"hereas if such extr; tenants were not removed, the probability is, that 
they would fall into the class immediately below them, and thereby increase the 
poverty and wretchedness already ex.isting ?-Certainly. 

;) 1 ~4. Are you not of opinion that nine-tenths of those extra tenants, whose 
removal fr~m the. lands of .proprietors is here contemplated, are either absolute 
p~upers?r Immediately vergmg upon a state of pauperism ?-I should rather say 
mnety-nme hundredths. 

3 1 85. You have alluded to some measures, which in your opinion would te~d to 
~revent the consequence of the vacuum being filled up, in case a system of emlgra-
tron wa~ adopted; have the goodness to state to the Committee your views on that 
~ub.l' .. ct:- I do not pretend to oa y that 1 have any very matured views upon the sub
Ject. So far as the system of emiaration is applied to families ejected for the pur
pose o~ consolidating farms, I th~k we may' see our way. The vacuum in such 
ea~e WIll not be filled up, for the consolidation of the farms takes care of that; you 
thus also apply your benevolence to the class, which of all others requires it the 
)Dost; no language can adequately describe the sufferings of those unfortunate per-
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-sons ejected, often in great numbers, with their wives and children, from their habi- John L. Fosler, 
tations, and without money or food, and ~carcely \\ ilh clothing, thrown upon society, Esq. 
every where unw!I1ing to re~eive them; you thus also remove .the class which is of'------~ 
all others most likely to disturb the peace of the country; nme-tenths at least of 3l\Jay, 
our disturbances are agrarian and not political. 1827· 

Sabbati, 5· die Jl;Iaii, 1827. 

R. J. WILMOT HORTON, ESQUIRE, 
IN T II E C H A U~. 

The Rev. Thomas Robert lJIalthus, called in; and Examined. 

3 I 86. HAVE vou been in Ireland ~-I was in Ireland for a short tillie, on a 
visit,in 1817. . 

31!li. Have you taken into consideration the state of population in Ireland r
In some degree, certainly. 

3188- Have you entered into any discussion of it in your works on the Popula
tion, and the Principles of Political Economy?-Yes, both in the Essay on Popu
lation and in the Principles of Political Economy; perhaps rather more in the 
latter. . 

3189. ·What opinion have you formed" ith regard to the probable existing number 
of the people of Ireland?- Judging from the documents which I have seen, I should 
suppose the population may consist of about seven millions and a half. 

3190. Will you have the goodness to explain to the Committee in what way you 
come to that conclusion ?-Comparing the amount of the population in I it)::!, and 
the amount of the population according to the last census in 1821, the rate of in
crease in these twenty-nine years appears to have been such as would have doubled 
the population in about forty years; and supposing it to have proceeded at this rate, 
the present population would be about seven millions and a half . 

. 3191. "Vhat do you conceive the nUl1lber to have been in I lip :-There is an 
estimate by Dr. Beaufort, which makes it four millions sixty-eight thousands at that 
time. 

3192. Are you acquainted with the grounds upon \I hich that calculation was 
made by Dr. Beaufort ?-N ot particularly. I have understood it was made from 
the houses, and the number of persons to a house; but I have no particular infor
mation on the subject. 

3193. It is stated in the Population Returns for Ireland in 1 S::! I, that Dr. Beau
fort calculated at the rate of six individuals to a house; in your opinion, would that 
be a correct mode of calculation r-l have no good means of judging; but I should 
suppose it might not be above the mark. 

3194. Will you explain to the Committee on what the rate of increase, or douhlinl<' 
the population, depends ~- It depends upon the proportion which the excess of th~ 
births above the deaths bears to the whole population. 

3195. Be good enough to explain to the Committee upon what the excess of 
births depends?-The excess of births depends upon three causcs, namely, the pro
lificness of the marriages, the proportion of the born that live to marry, and the 
earliness of the marriages compared with the expectation of life. 

3196. From your acq[;aintance with Ireland, are you of opinion that those causes 
have existed there to any considerable extent?-Certainly, to a considerable extent. 

3 197. Do those circumstances exist there in a great degree, which are favourable 
to a rapid increase of population ?--Yes, certainly. 

3198. Are you of opinion that the popUlation is now proceeding ,vith the same 
degree of rapidity that it has up to the present time ?-I have no particular means 
of judging, but I should rather suppose that it was not going on so fast since the 
census. Prolificness, and the causes that prompt to marriage, are likely to be the 
same, but, in all probability, the mortality is greater. 
. 3199. As far as the subsistence of the people goes, is that the same ?-I am not 
a~\e to judge of that correctly, but I should think not quite the sallie; the sub-
SIstence probably has not been furnished so amply as before. . . 
. 3200. What are the circumstances that induce you to think that the popUlatIOn 
IS not going on so rapidly at present as before ?-Only the acc~unts we have heard 
of the great distress in Ireland and the fevers which have preVailed there. 
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3~01. Are you acquainted with the fact, that a practice has existed in Ireland 
of subdividing land to a great degree ?-Yes. 

3202. Do you think that may have contributed to the present amount of the 
population?- \' ery much indeed. 

3203. Would the habit of living on so cheap .a food as p~tato~s, under uther 
circulllstances, in your opinion have ~een prod~c~l~e of any th~ng like the ~resellt 
amount of population, without that habit of subdlvldmg the land. -Not, certall1Jy, to 
the same extent; but the habit of living on potatoes \~'ould naturally have ~ great 
tendency to increase the population, bec~use the labourmg classes would obtam food 
with greater facility; and the same portIOn of land would afford the means of sub
sistence to a much greater number of people. 

3204. Are there not other coun~ries. where .there ~s a still cheaper description of 
food on which people live, and ,,·luch IS obtamed .wlth a les~ degree of labour?
I believe there arc. In some parts of New Spam, accordmg to Humboldt, there 
are. 

3205. Is it found that the population has increased in those countries in any 
thing like the same degree as in Ir~land ?-Latter~J: it h~s. Alt.ogetber it has not 
increased in any degree in proport~on to th~ fertility ot the sOIl; but latterly the 
progress of popu.Jation has been r?pld, accordmg to Hu~boldt. . . 

3206. What IS the change which has taken place, which has led to thIs alteratIOn 
of the number:-That I am not sufficiently aware of. 

:3 ::307· Has there been the same facility of obtuining land in those countries?
I cannot say. 

3~08. Supposing a practice is now illtroduced into Ireland, of clearing farms of 
a number of the occupying tenants as the old leases fall out, do you think that that 
circumstance could, in any very short time which has taken place since tbat practice 
has been introduced, have produced any very sensible effect in checking the progress 
of the population :-It might have produced some effect. I should think that a COll

siderable increase had been going on, although not to the same extent as before. 
3209. Are you of opinion that it is very desirable that that practice should be 

persevered in on the part of landlords, with a view of producing a change in the 
condition of the lahouring class of the people of Ireland ?-I think it most parti
cularly desirable, and that if Government ever makes a sacrifice in order to relieve 
a redundant population, it is at such a period that it is most called upon to do it; 
because the change cannot take place without depriving a number of persons of 
their means of living, and consequently if they are not removed by emigration, it 
cannot be done without producing most extreme distress. 

3210. Are you aware that a habit has existed in Ireland, on the part of the 
landlords, of letting their lands on very long leases, for three lives, and twenty
one years ;-Yes, I have understood so. 

32.11 • Cnder such circumstances, do you concei\'e it possible that this practice ot 
clearing farms as they fall in, can have so great an effect in diminishing tbe number 
of pe.ople, as to pro~uce that ~egree of change which seems to be necessary in order 
to bring the proportIOn to a right ratio hetween the demand for the labour of tbe 
people ~nd the number of labo.urers willing to work ?-It can only do it by the 
destru~tlOn of the people, by their actually dying of want and disease, unless some 
mode IS adopted of providing for them. 

321 2. Have you ever taken into consideration what would be the future effect of 
the population of Ireland continuincr to increase at the rate it has done first on the 
con?ition o.f the lower orders in Irel~\l(1 '- I conceive it quite impossibl~ it shoul~ g.o 
011 lIlcreaslllg at the rate that it d?es for any great number of years j and as It IS 

the law of n~ture that man cannot live without food, the population will be reduced 
~o t?e quantity offood they can obtain, and consequently it must be checked j hut 
It Will be checked at the expense of a prodigious quantity of misery. 

;~213· po yo~ allude to the great increase of mortality?-Yes; a great increase 
of mo~talIty, which cannot take place "ithout very great increase of previous poverty 
and misery. 

. 32 14. ~rave you tak;n into consideration what may be the effect of the continu~d 
lllcrease of the populatIOn of Ireland upon the condition of the labourincr classes III 
En I . d' I I' k '" . g an. ~- t lin that the effect "ill be most fatal to the happiness of the labourmg 
classes III England, because there will be a constant and increasing emigration from 
Ireland to England, which will tend to lower the wacres of labour in Encrland, and to 
prevent tbe (J d ft· .. fi I:> e. I . h' ",00 l' ects arIsmg rom the superior prudence of the labourlng c asses 
III t IS country, 

321 5. ;\I~ 
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3215. Are you abie to give the Committee any information with respect to the 
effects already produced by an increased number of Irish coming over to England;
I have only understood generally, that in the western parts of E[)(Jland, in the manu
facturing districts, in Manchester and in G lasgolV particularly, the wages of labour 
have been lowered essentially by the coming over of the Irish labourers. 

3216. In you opinion, might this emigration of Irish contribute to alter materially 
the habits of the labouring class in England ?-I should think it might, and that it 
might have the pernicious effect of introducing thp. habit of living almost entirely 
upon potatoes. 

3217. What general consequences would you suppose would be the result of that 
change in the habits of the peuple in England with regard to their subsistence'
That they \\"Quld be very much WUI',;l' ott" in every respect. 

321S. In their manners ancl conduct?-Yes, in every respect, moral and 
physical. 
. 3219. What efied might it produce upon the poors rates of England, in your 
opinion?-That would depend very milch upon whether allY of the Irish coming 
over were entitled to relief here. 

3220. Would it not contribute to make a grea tel' number of the English labourers 
applicants for relief?-Yes, it would, certainly. 

32'21. 'Yhenever there \\as a redundancy of labour in any English parish, it 
would prevent their being absorbed elsewhere, in consequence of the Irish spreading 
themselves ?- Yes, just so. 

3222. Do not you conceive, under the existing feature of comparison between the 
British islands, that if the population of any district in Great Britain were to ue 
materially reduced hy a system of emigration, one eltect would be that the vacuum 
would be immediately filled up with an increased number of Irish ~-ll:>hould think 
so, certainly. 

3223. Have you had any means of satisfying your own mind as to the extent of 
elJligration that prevails from Ireland to England at this moment?~l am not in
formed upon the subject. 

3224. Can you give the Committee any information as to what proportion of 
the population of the metropolis is at this moment actually Irish ?-I have no in
formation upon that subject that I can depend upon. 

3225. Be so guod as to mention what parts of Ireland YOll have visiteJ, and at 
what period ?~In lSI; I made a visit ill \i' cblmeath, and wellt afterwards to the 
Lake of Killarney. 

3226. Can YOll form any opinion as to what amount of populatiull per ~quare 
mile, speaking of the English mile, you would think a fair allowance for a popula
tion strictly agricultural, in a cuuntry circumstanced like Ireland ill respect of ler
tility and climate ?-It would depend much upon the degree of skill with which 
the cultivation was carried on. 1 cannut answer the question. 

3227. Have you formed any opiniun as to what would be the practical eficcts 
of introducing a system of pour laws intu a country circumstanced like Ireland)
I should think that the rates would verv soon absorb the rentals of all the estates. 

322S. Do you think that on the whole it would have a tendency to alle\'iate or 
to increase the misery that now prevails there :~1 think on the whole, and finally. 
it would aggravate it. 

3229. Explain what you conceive would be the illlmediate effect on the rental ill 
Ireland, of introducing the sys~em of poor la\\'s ?--All those people who are out of 
work now would claim to ue supported by their parishes. 

. 3230. Do you conceive that the number of unemployed paupers at present ill 
Ireland would be sufficient to absorb the present rental of the land :~I do not 

. know whether it would be sufficient for that. 
3231. Supposing that by any system of emigration an immediate reduction of 

the population of Ircland to the extent of half a million could be eltected, do you 
~ot think that there is in the existing order of things in that country a tendency 
1II1IllEdiatcly to till up that vacuum ?-There is always a natural tendency to\mrds 
the filling up of a vaCUUIlJ, but if the landlords in Ireland were lllaking a change in 
the management of their estates and were altering the distribution of their land, 
1 think it is possible that the vacuum might not Lue filled up, because those mi
serable hovels that had been deserted might be pulled down and not be repl~ced . 
• 32.32 .. Have you read the evidence which was given bef?re the Comllllttee of 
Illflull'J mto the State of Ireland ?-J have looked at it in various parto . 

. )2:)3. You ub.,rrvc what a lu\\' rate of '~i1>!es is received)- Ye". 
ji J• R r ):!3~· Taking 
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3234. Taking the low rate of wages ~n~ the number of people into cOD:idera: 
tion, would not the effect of poor laws, similar to those ~f England, be an.lmme
diate absorption of a great part of the rental of Ireland [ .. - I should conceIve so, 

certainly. . S I rl I . h 
3235. Do you not consider that it is an evil, th~t III cot an .. an ns man ae! 

quires a settlement after three years, when there IS no probability of a. settlem~nt 
ever being given in his own country r-I was not aware of that, but I should thmk 
it an evil, certainly. . 

32 36. By a recent decision, it is stated that an Irishman, after. three y~ats,is 
entitled to the same relief as a Scotchman; does not that tend to mduce Inshmen 
to come to that country ?-Certainly. . .. 

32 37. If it is a system which is to .be deprecated III Ire~and, It IS a system which 
one would not desire to see favoured III Scotland ?-Certamly not. . 

32 38. When people are. in the h.abit of living ?n 50 c~eap an ~rtl~le as ~otatoes, 
are not such people peculiarly subject to be affilcted With famllle. - I thmk so; 
particlarly after the population had bee~ pushed to ~ome extent, b.ecause the!'p. is no 
resource in a scarcity. If the labourm~ classes lIve on wheat, III a scarcity they 
have the resource of going to ry~, to ?arley, to oats, an~ to potatoes; ?ut if they 
habitually live on potatoes, and If theIr wages are determllled by the price of po
tatoes, they have no resource in any cheaper food. . , 

32 39. The circumstance therefore of the wages of labour havmg reference to the 
higher sorts of food, is of necessity a great advantage to labourers ?-I think that Ts 
a very particular advantage. 

3240. If it be an admitted fact, that there are a great number of labourers for 
whose labour there is no real demand, and ,,,ho have no means of subsistence, does 
not it necessarily follow, that as far as the wealth of the country is concerned, those 
labourers are of no advantage :-Certainly. 

3241. In point offaet, therefore, if a thousand labourers, supposed to be under 
those circumstances, were to die, the wealth of the country would not be diminished 
by their decease ?-I think not. 

3242. Under those given circumstances, supposing those labourers to be in 
existence, do not you consider that their being preserved in existence operates as 
a tax upon the community? - I think it does; at the same time those that are 
actually employed are paid lower, and therefore in the production of manufactures 
for foreign sale it might be true that they might be sold cheaper, and more of them 
might be produced, but it would be at the expense of great misery to the lrhoJe 
body. 

3243. You will be good enough to understand the question as restricted to the 
supposed fact, of those 1000 labourers being in such redundance, that there is no 
demand whatever for their services at the lowest rate of ~~'ages ?-It is almost im
possible to suppose a case where, there being no work for those labourers, the pric-e 
of labour among the other classes would not be lowered. 

3244. The Committee have it in evidence, that in parts of Scotland, from 
a combination of circumstances, the wages of labour are reduced to the minimum 
only sufficient to support human existence; under such a state of things, it naturally 
follows, that there may be labourers in that state of redundance to which the 
question refers, namely, for whose services no demand whatever exists; in such a sup
posed state, do you not admit that the maintenance of those labourers is a tax upon 
the community?-No doubt. 

3245. Do you not also aomit, that with mere reference to the wealth of tlie 
country, the demise of those labourers would not be attended with any loss? 
Rather a gain, certainly. 

3246. If therefore it can be shown that the removal of those labourers bv eml
gratio? co~ld be e.ff~cted for an infinitely less sum than is necessary to m~illtain 
them m eXIstence, IS It not true that, in a national point of view, it would be a wise 
measure to remove them, provided that the removal was attended with benefit to 
themselves and their families ?-N 0 doubt. 

3247· Would you not admit, that if the expense of removin" them was equal to 
~hat might be calculated, upon the average of their lives, the ~xpense of maintain
mg them, supposing there was no chance of their services bein" called for, such 
expense would be legitimately applied ?-:\Iust legitimatelv. ~ 
I 3-248. A fortiori, if it could be shown that that expense was considerably less 

t lan ~hat of maintaining them, vou ""ould admit th2 experiiencey of removini! 
them ~-Certainly.· . 

3249. Ii 
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3249. If the circumstances of the country were such, that in all probability the 
vacuum occasioned by so removing them would be filled up, would you say that 
such an expenditure would be expedient?-That would depend upon the frequency 
of repetition of the expense, and whether altogether the expense was greater than 
the.maintenance of them. 

3250. Under the influence of the Poor Laws in England, and of the circumstances 
existing in Ireland contributing to the increase of the population, would such an 
expenditure at this time, in your opinion, be expedient ?-A greater expellditure is 
no doubt warranted in Ireland, particularly if there is a change about to take place 
in the management of the land. I do not knolV whether the government is called 
upon to undertake a large expenditure, if there is no chance of any change in the 
circumstances that render the population redundant. 

3251. You have stated, that in Ireland if lands were to be cleared and cotta~es 
to be destroyed, there would in your opinion be an effectual remedy afforded for pre
venting the vacuum being inconveniently filled up?-Yes. 

3251. If in England, where a system of poor rates cxiots, redundant labourers 
were to be removed by emigration, and it wcre to be demonstrated that under the 
terms of such removal, their condition was highly improved in the country to which 
~hey were sent, might not tbe system of relieving allIe-bodied men, which has grown 
up, as many contend, contrary to the spirit of the law, be gradually extinguished, to 
the extreme advantage of the administration of the Poor Laws in England ?- It 
certainly might. 

325:3. Do you not consider that under these circumstances an effectual remedy 
would be laid for the prevention of a disproportionate population in future ?-If at 
,the same time, as suggested with regard to Ireland, the houses of those who emigrated 
.were pulled down, I think then there might be something like an effectual remedy. 

3:254. Does any other practical remedy present itseif to you as desirable of lleing 
introduced into this country, ,lith respect to the filling up of any vacuum occasioned 
by emigration ?-N 0 other occurs to me, except the one I myself proposed a long 
while ago, that those that were born after a certain time, should not be allowed to 
have any parish assistance. 

3255. If parochial assistance were rigidly and invariably limited to the support 
-of the aged and infirm, or of children, and universally denied to able-bodied men 
who have no opportunity of working, do you think the existence of a well regulated 
poor rate under such restrictions would be prejudicial to the country?-Perhaps 
llOt; but it appears to be difficult always to restrict it in that way. 

3256. Admitting, for the sake of the proposition, that poors rates were judiciously 
administered under such limitations, you are of opinion a POOl'S rate tnight not be 
inexpedient ?-At any rate it would be a great improvement, as compared with the 
present mode of administration. 

3257. If a system of emigration could be adopted with benefit to the labourer 
emigrating, do you not think that it might justify the enactment of a positive law, 
removing all claim upon the part of an allIe-bodied pauper for assistance or for work 
,under circumstances of his being in a state of destitution ?-As I should say so 
independently of the question of emigration, I must say so still more strongly when 
coupled with the remedy proposed. 
, 3258. Are you not of opinion that the general situation of the labourers is dete
riorated and prejudiced by a comparatively small excess of the supply of labour 
over the demand?-Very much so, and sometimes by a smaller excess than one 
might perhaps sUlJpose. 

32.59. Are you of opinion that the removal of a compar!:tively small part of 
the population which now appears to be in a state of destitution, might operate to 
create a considerable improvelllent in the condition of those \\'ho remain?-Not 
a very small part of those really out of work, but a removal of a small part of the 
whole labouring population might effect a very beneficial change in the condition 
1)f the ,remainder . 

. ,)260. Are you of opinion therefore, that that law which applies to commodities, 
.and which is a matter of notoriety in every market in the country, namely, that 
a small excess of supply deteriorates the value of an article, applies completely and 
,conclusively to labour, which is the article a poor man has to bring to market?-
Certainly it does. . 

3261. Are you of opinion that, where it is admitted that an excess of labour 10 

all b:an~hes exists, any real relief can ,accrue to the .labourer.s, as long as Ia:b~ 
remams In that state of redundance ?-Certainly npt. " : . . , . '. ' 

;~jO. R r ::2 3262. Admlttmg 

Rev. 
T. R. Malt/llis. 

~ 
,5 May, 

11l~7· 



Rev, 
7'. R. Malthus, 
~ 

5 May, 
J8~7· 

3 16 :;\InIJUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

326-2• Admitting that to be the case, you are, then, distinctly of opinion that 
neither circumstances of taxation. nor of the value of n~on.ey, could opel~ate 
effectually to the relief of the labourer, as l?ng. as labour IS ]J) that excess f-~ 
As long as it is in that excess; but an alteratIOn Jl1 the value of money often does 
make a difference in regard to the demand for labour, and the de~ree .of excess. ; 

3263. Would 110t the demand for labour always accommodate ItseH to that state 
of things ?-After a time. • 

3364. It would have an inevitable tendency to ,do so?-No doub~. 
326,5. Do you not consider that in Ireland, If agncultural c.apltal were to be. 

introduced, and improved modes of husbandry, so far from haVing the effect· ot 
increasin cr the demand for the labour of the poor, they would have a tendency to 
diminish l:> the demand ;-If lahour w€rc morc ~kilfully and more judiciously 
employed, there would be a ~uch less number of p~rsons emp!oyed upon the land; 
a great part of the labourers m Ireland. produce as It were theIr own food, and one 
can hardly call that a regular demand for labour. . 

3266• 'May not the want of agricultural capital have ~een a cause of the habit 
of sub-letting and dividing lands which has taken placc III Ireland?- I suppose 
it has. 

3'267. If the agricultural capital were to increase considerably, might it not 
happen that more profit would be obtained by holding land, than by under-letting 
it ?- I should think so, certainly. 

326S. Then ill proportion as agricultural capital increases ill Ireland, may it 
not be attended with a much greater clearing of farms than is going on?
Certuinly. 

3269. Did not something of this kind take place in the Highlands of Scotlund, 
some years ago ;--Yes, no doubt; it is what naturally takes place in the improve
ment of a country. 

3270. That is, 'from a state of great pov€rty, when lauds are held in small parcels 
by a poor description of occupiers, and when agricultural capital is introduced and 
farmers can manage very large farms with the aid of very little labour ?--Yes. 

3:2 i 1. I t is a custom in many parishes in Scotland, in the manufactll;'ing districts, 
for the proprietors of small portions of land to cover them ". i[h d\\cllings for the 
poorer class of population, those are immediately filled 'rith Irish, and in the course 
of three years they have the same claim as the rest of the population, but there is 
no power of removal; has it ever occurred to you, that, by making the person 
who builds those cottages contribute in a greater degree tball otbers, that would 
furnish a fair control and check UpOll the too great encouragement of persons, with 
a view of gaining a competition for house-rent ?-l should tbink so, certainly, a[]d 
that some regulation of that kind would be very beneficial. 

32i2. Do you not consider that the perfeC'tion of machinery, whether in agri
tulture or manufacture, is of the highest advantaue to the interests of any country? 
_ Yes, certainly. 0 • 

32 73 .. Are you not of opinion that when once machinery is invented, if it were 
to be reslste~ by the prejudices of any class in the community, that resistance would 
prove to be l?u~ectu~l, Hlasmuc~ as it would be adopted in some other part where 
the same prejudIce dId not e:mt ,-Yes, certainly. 

32 74. Do you think that in the pre8ent state of the manufacturina districts in 
England, w.here th~ ~opulation is admitted to be in the greatest red~ndance, the 
manufactunn,g capltahst has any reason to be alarmed, that if a part of the re~u~
dant populatIOn were removed, the wages of labour would be ~o raised as to dlml
Illsh the necessary rate of profits; might not the introduction of machinery com
plete,ly prevent allY detriment accruing to the capitalist in consequence of that;:
It mIght, lIl~d~lIb.tedly; but there would be, I should hope, some risc in the pnce 
of labour; It IS III fact the object of the emioration to improve the condition of 
the remaining labourers '" 

3275. If the llIanufa~turin~ artisan, in addition to hi~ wages, is supported ~Y 
compulsory, or volunt~ry chan.ty, do you not consider that, in point of fact, that. IS 
to ~e conSIdered as In the hght of waaes :-Yes, no doubt, in a national pomt 
of VJew. '" 

32 76. Do you not think it hicrhl y probable that in the present state of the excesS 
of the I' h' . '" , , ,popu atlOn, mac mery IS held back in consequence of the consequences that 
mu"t lIle~ltably ensue to any further displacement of that population at the present 
mon:en~~-I havt: Dot heard of machinery being checked upon that account, but 
I thlOk Jt probable. I am of opinion that machinery may sometimes increase with 

such 
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~ucb rapidity as to deteriorate the condition of the labourers for a certain time. as 
it appears to do at present. If in~entions to shorten labour increase faster than 
the extensiun of the market, there will be a temporary throwing out of employment 
in some departments of industry, without the means of getting employed in others. 

:3277. Do you not consider, therefore, that a country, having colonies with an 
unlimited extent of fertile land, would act judiciously in remedying any temporary 
depression of the labouring classes in consequence of the introduction ot' machinery, 
by removing the redundant labourers to those colonies, and consequently preventing 
the general wages of labour being deteriorated ?--Certainly, if it is considered as a 
case not likely to recur; whether permanently the Government is called upon to 
undertake a very considerable expense when the same circumstances are likely to 
recur continually, is another que5tion. 

3278. You have referred more than once tu the expense supposed to be slIstained 
by the Government for emigration; \I ould )·ou continue to use that phrase if it 
could be demonstnlted that the expense could be repaid by the production of the 
emigrant in the new country to which be was taken ?-If it could be, I should not 
continue it . 

. 'P79' Although cheapness of labour, and consequently a cheapness of production, 
must have a tendency to command an improving market, and lIlllst have a tendency 
to increase demand, do you not admit there is a limitation to that, beyond which 
any cheapness will produce no effect;- Certainly . 

.32~O. Then, in point of fact, if a manufactured cot;llnodity be produced beyond 
a given extent, 110 degree of cheapneEs wili force a sale of it ?-N 0; at least no 
~uch sale as will allow of its being continued to he produced with a prollt. 

328 I. In a national point of vicII, even if it were admitted that the low rate of 
IVBaes was an advantage to the c~pitalist, do you think it fitting that labour ~hould 
be kept permanently in a state bordering on distress, to avoid the injury that might 
accrue to the national wealth from diminishing the rate of profit ?-I should Eay by 
no means fitting; I consider the labouring classes as forming the largest part of the 
nation, and therefOl!e that their general condition is the most important of all. 

3282. But merely with reference to the interest of the capitalist, do you not 
consider that it is to the best interests of t!Jat class that the labourers should be in 
an average state of prosperity?-I think that the home demalld of the coulltry 
depends very much upon the conditioll of the labouring cla;;,('~; that is, that the 
extent of tbe effectcal demand for the manufactures and commodities consumed at 
tlOme, depends essentially upon the good condition of the labouring clas8es. 

:):2~3. Are not the manufacturer's profits principally dependent (ill a IO\\" rate of 
wages?-I do not quite agree to tbat doctrine, I think that wages and l'rotlb very 
often rise together. WlJi'1l the value of tbe whole cOlllmodity ri~es from the state 
of the supply compared with the demand, there is a greater valuc to divide between 
the capitalist and the labourer; the labourer will have higher money ,rages, and the 
profits of stock may be higher at the sallie t.ill!l'. 

3284. 15 not the tendency of a redundant supply of lauour I"c,](ly at all times to 
fill up the decrease of the labouring population by want and di,clN', beneficial to 
the manufacturing and commercial interest, inasmuch as it lowers wages and raises 
profits, and renders possible a successful competition with foreign capitalis!5 '~l 
should think that even if it did so, no persons couid possibly bring themselves to 
encourage such a system with that view. 

328.5. Compassion to tbe labouring poor and regard to the public peace may 
render the diminution of this supply of labour desirable, but a I"edundanc~' is favour
able to trade and commerce, is it not?-In one respect it is, and in one respect lIot; 
it may enable tbe capitalist to work up his commodities cheaper, and to extend his 
foreign trade, but it certainly will have a tendency to diminish the home trade, and 
I think the home trade much more important than the foreign. 

3286. When the labouring class in a country receive good Im,;!'S, does not the 
demand for manufactured goods on the part of that class form one of the hest 
markets a manufacturer has ?-I think it forms a very important part of the market 
for manufactured goods of a cheap kind. _ . 

3287. Would you say that any country eouid be a prosperous lIlanutactur~ng 
country, without having that degree of demand existing amongst the labourmg 
c1asses?;-I think not; it would be only partially prosperous. . 
. 3288. Supposing a country to exist without taxation, with an u~r~stncted t.rade 
III corn or ~ood, and with a metallic circulating medium, tbus .avOJdlllg. the dIsad
vantages which are presumed to arise from a contrary state of thmgs; mIght not th~ 
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labourei's in such a country be exposed to greater inconvenience ~han is sustained in 
parts of Great Britain and Ireland at the present moment, provided that th~ popu
lation was dense in such a country and pressed closely on the m~ans of subslste~ce, 
and if the supply of labour was in great excess as co~pa~ed "'It? the demand:_ 
Certainly, if it were altogether in greater excess, and It might be 1\1 greater excess. 
The distress of the labourincr classes will depend upon the degree of redundancy. 

3289. Although the redu~dancy in the supply of.la?our shoul? tend to impoverisb 
the condition of the labouring classes generally, yet IS It .not possible that the demand 
in the home market for the aross amount of produce might be fully as great as if the 
labouring classes were few~r in number and in more prosperous condition ?-I 
should think not. 

32 90 . Have the goodness to state the. reason w~y?-The. difference in point of 
numbers might not be very great; ~11d If so, the dl!ference ~n. the demand of the 
labouring classes, living well and comiortably, would III m.x opllllOn be such as more 
than to balance the numbers. I cannot of course speak \\'lth accuracy, but I should 
say there is a great diftcrence in the ~nanner in which the la?ouring classes live, as to 
clothing;, houses, and other domestic comforts and c?~Vemellces, and that habits of 
that kind must create a great demand for commodIties and labour, a great home 
demand. 

3291. Then it would resolve itself into a question of proportions ?--Yes. 
3292. If it were not precisely so, that proposition involves on the one hand the 

happiness of the labouring classes, and on the other their misery ?-Yes; n hich I 
hold to be the most important of all considerations, the one to which all others 
should give way. 

3293. From your general knowledge of the state of the North American colonies 
belonging to Great nritain, are you not of opinion the introduction of the popu
lation there will tend to their benefit ?-Certainly. 

3294. Do yOll not consider that the general wealth of the empire would be ma
terially increased by that accession of population, independently of the advantageous 
consequences that might result to this country from the abstraction of tbat popu
lation ?-Certainly; reckoning that as part of the empire, the whole wealth of the 
empire would be increased. 

3295. Do you not consider that the introduction of English population into th()lSe 
colonies will tend in the end to furnish a very valuable market for the introduction 
of the manufactures of this cOllntry?-I think it will. 

3296. Do you not consider that the fertile land now remaining in a state of 
desert, when combined with the labour of those persons so introduced, will in the 
end furnish a great accession of wealth ?-Certainly it will, though these colonies 
may not always belong to the British empire. 

3297. You are aware that changes have taken place in the colonial system of 
this countrv :--Yes. 

3298. \' ou are aware that the British laws exist throurrllOut our North American 
colonies ?-Yes. '" 

32 99. Under the circumstances of the accession of population and the increase 
of wealth, what cause do you refer to as likely to produce a wish on the part of 
those colonies to separate themsel~es from the mother country, and attach them
se.lves to another state ?-There might not, for a considerable time, be a particular 
WIS? on the part of the colonies to separate; but they may be conquered by the 
U mted States. 

33??· Do you not consid~r that the introduction of population is one of the best 
seCUrities agalllst that event:-I think it is. 

3301 . Taking into consideration the rate of wacres in Ireland and the number of 
people, II:nd what .may be c~n~idered to be the ~robable capi~al of Ireland, what 
prospect IS there, In your opmlOn, of the labourinO" class beina much improved?-
\7 ery little prospect, certainly. '" b 

3302 . Is t.bat opinion founded upon the expectation that the rate of wages will 
~10t be mu.ch mcreased ?-Nothing will ,increase the rate of wages but an alteration 
IJ1 the. capilal ami revenue of the country, as compared with the number of people, 
of which I ~do not see any prospect at present without emigration. 

330 3. 1. ou do n?t s,ee any prospect of the rate of capital increasing further than 
the !ate ot populatIOn :-There is no immediate prospect of ~t· I do not mean to 
say It may not take place. ' , 

330 4. ~Vhat is your opinion ohhe tendency of population to increase in a greater 
or less, ratIO than the rate of capital ?-Thcre is a tendency in population to increa5t 

, faster, 
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faster, though sometimes, no doubt, capital has increased faster than population; it 
is not, how~ver, merely capital that supports labour, but capital joined with revenue. 

3305. Does not the rate of increa~e of the population, in different countries, 
depend very much on the different habits existing among the people r-Very much. 

3306. With reference to Ireland, what is your opinion as to the habits of the 
people, as tending to promote a rapid increase of population:-Their habits are very 
unfavourable in regard to their own condition, because they are inclined to be 
satisfied with the very lowest degree of cOlllfort, and to marry with little other pros
pect than that of being able to get potatoes for themselves and their children. 

3307. What are the circumstances which contribute to introduce such habits ill 
a country?-The degraded condition of the people, oppression, and ignorance. 

3308. Do there appear to you great opportunities for removing those habits in 
Ireland, and checking this rapid progress of population:-N 0 doubt there is great 
room for improvement. 

3309. Do you consider that the influence of education would be considerable? 
-I think it would be considerable, if of the right kind. 

33 I o. Do you think that any combination of circumstances could effect this, 
unless some part of the redundant population was removed ?-It would be a work 
of great time, and probably of great suffering, if it were accomplished, but I should 
not expect it to be accomplished without emigration; and one of the cases in which 
I think a government is called upon to make a great pecuniary sacrifice, is, where 
there is a prospect of some great and beneficial change, which change cannot take 
place without such sacrifice, unless you are disposed to overlook the greatest possible 
degree of misery. -

331 I. You have mmtioned, that oppression contributes to produce those habits 
to which you have alluded; in what way do you imagine in Ireland there is oppres
sion :-1 think that the government of Ireland has, upon the whole, been very 
unfavourable to habits of that kind; it has tended to degrade the general mass 
of the people, and consequently to prevent them from looking forward and acquiring 
habits of prudence. 

33 J 2. Is it your opinion that the minds of the people may be so influenced by 
the circumstances under which they live, in regard to civil society, that it may con
tribute very much to counteract that particular habit which leads to the rapid increase 
of population ?-I think so. 

3313. 'What circumstances, in your opinion, contribute to produce a taste for 
comfort and cleanliness among a people ?-Civil and political liberty, and education. 

3314. You are aware there are a great number of small possessions and occu
pations in Ireland?-Yes. 

3315. What is the general extent of the occupations of the smaller class of occu
piers there ?-I am not particularly informed. 

3310. Are you aware that the greater proportion consist of possessions not 
greater than an acre of ground ?-I have understood that is the case in many 
instances. 

3317. What effect would any change of the moral or religious state of the govern
ment of that country produce upon persons occupying sllch possessions ?-It could 
not produce any immediate effect if that system were continued; with that system 
()f occupancy there must be an excessive redundancy of people, because, from the 
natur~ of tolerably good land, it will always produce more than can be employed 
upon It, and the consequence must be, that there will be a great number of people 
not employed. 

3318. Is, therefore, not the first step towards improvement in Ireland necessarily 
to b.e accomplished by an alteration of the present state ofthe or.cupancy of land ?
I thmk that such an alteration is of the greatest possible importance, but that the 
other should accompany it; it would not have the same force without. . 

3319. Is there not, in a country in which the poor have no legal claims on the 
land, as in Ireland, some necessary limit to the increase of population ?-No doubt 
there is; if the wages of labour are not such as to enable the labourer to com manda 
sufficient quantity of food to support such a family as will maintain an increasing 
popUlation, then the population must become stationary. , 

3320. Has not the population of Ireland, in your opinion, reached that term t 
-I suppose it has not· I believe that there are still many parts of Ireland 
which may be further cultivated, and that the population will really go ~n increasin.g 
for some time; the check can only be effected by premature mortalIty, unless'lt 
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is effected bv the prudence which may result from education and better habits of 
respecting themselves. . . 

3321 . Under all the circumstances,. are .you of op1OlOn .that \\"~ ar.e to look 
forward to an increase of poverty and mIsery 111 Ireh~nd ?-I thll1k so, If tlungs go 01) 

in their present train; ~ am inclined !o fear that that IS II'hat \Ie must look forward t?, 
without some very decIded change Itl the moral canses .before adverted to, and In 

the managemcnt 'of the land in Ireland, the latter of wlllch cannot take place unless 
something is done to remove the peo~le. : . 

.3.322. If the people increase conslde.rably, and cO.ntmue to be .Il~ so wretche~ a 
state, what prospect can \Ie have O! any Il1creased degl ee of tranquIllIty and security 
in Ireland?-Verv little prospcct mdeed. ., " 

332 :3. F nde: tbose c.ircumstanc0s,. and also takmg mto conslde.ratlOn t~e influ
ence of a (Treat JI1creas€ 111 the populatIOn of Ireland on the populatIOn of Encrland, 
what, upgn the whole, is your opinion with regard to the expediency of a.tte~ptillg 
to introduce emjcrratiull OIl a very large scale from Ireland ?-I should thlllk It was 
very particularly °expedicnt at present, if, as I understand, there is an intention 011 
the part of the landlords to make that change in the mana~ement of their lands 
before adverted to. 

33 24. Do you think the llecessi~y i,; ,0 g~'eat ~s to justify the Legislature ill 
interferinr1 with any measure that mIght contribute In any way to check the futUle 
progress ~f the poplllati?n of. Ireland ?~-I tbink that it .is precisely the .case where 
the Legislature ought to Jl1teriere, and where a very consIderable t'xpendIture would 
be justitied. 

3325. Would you say that the Legislatme would be justified in adopting any 
distinct measure for t~c purpo~e of checking population in Ireland, imp08ing a tax 
on cottages, or any thing of that kind ?-Yes, something of that kind I should think 
might not be inexpedient. I cannot enter illto details, but some such measure might 
be beneficial. 

33!.!6. Do allY measures occur to you, whicb the Legislature could adopt, to 
render a system of emigration efficient, by contributing to prevent tbe vacuum 
being filled up r-I think that wme very useful measure has been adopted already, 
that of preventing of sub-letting without the consent of the landlord; and to this 
might be added a tax upon cottage,;, to be paid by the landlord; but what will 
most contribute to it, is a determination on the part of the landlords, to llJanage 
their lands in a different way; I do not know how the Government can inter/ere to 
force them; a great deal must depend upon the landlords themselves. 

3327. Are you aware that under the system of leasing lands in Ireland, the 
whole country almost is, as it were, free from the control of the landlord ?- In that 
case, the enlarging of farms can only take place very gradnally. 

3J:!S. Supposing the case of a proprietor in Ireland who wishes to rid Iii, 
~roperty of this e:,tra tenantry, 'Llpposing the extra tenants are assisted to emigrate 
tor the purpose ot preventill~ tbat degree of destitution which must ensue under 
the present circulllstances or ireland if they II ere forcibly ejected and left to find 
space for themselves; in the supposed case of the removal of those extra tenant5, 
do you not imagine there would be an imlllediate demand created for the labour of 
~auper~ in the immediate neighuourhood, in consequence of the improved cultiva
tIOn 01 that property under the system of laraer farms ~_ There would be a 
greater demal1t~ for labour in proportion to the supply, but the improved cultivation 
would not reqUIre so many hands as before. 

3~29· Y Oil hu\e already state?, that in Ireland there are persons who produce 
preCIsely what they consume; WIth regard to that very numerous class, the r~moval 
of that c.lass ",.ould lead to u greater demand for labOLT as employed by caplla1 1.-

Yes, capl~al bemg understood as \\c .. ~t"erally understand the term. . 
33.30. fhe. grea~ advantage arl:,llIg from the consolidation of small farm5 1010 

one, IS the savmg ot labour upon it --That is Olle <Treat advantacre. 
333 1 . Then if a :i.Y5telll of consolination uf sm~ll farms in II~land be adopted, 

t~e population b~ing. now .redulldullt, and no vellt be opened for the surplus popula
tIon, such consohdatlull wIll only add to the existing evil ~- 0: u doubt uf it. 
d' ~~3:::!· Is t!Jere not another ~nd much greater evil incident to the present :uu-

IVlSlon o! .Iand, namely, that HI many in~tances tt:e II hole produce Gf tbe land I; 
ban;ly sufhclellt to ,up port the population livin~ upon it, Ie"ving nothing IIha.tever 
available ~o pay rent to the landlord '-- \',"hell that CUII!C6 tc' C\c{":;;; it will cure ItSc.lt, 
tu i!. certa~n dtgrec, for thc landlord 1\ ill llot allO\l" tCllallts to be on his land wl)O 
:;,lllllol afford to pi!.) hilll, ,uld du not pay hilIl. any rcnt. 
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3333. The question supposes a case which t~o frequently exists in Ireland, ill 
which the property has become so overloaded wIth the stock of human creatures, 
that the whole produce of the land is barely sufficient to support them in life; a land
lord of course cannot look for rent from such property, and if there is a desire to 
make it pay him any rent in future, at the expiration of the lease he must clear off 
the surplus population ?-Certainly. 

3334. When the subject of the introduction of capital into Ireland is mentioned, 
are you not prepared to admit that capital has a tendency to flow naturally ,,"here it 
has a chance of being productively employed ?~Certainly. 

3335. Do you not consider that much of the lawless state of Ireland depends 
upon the superabundance of the population ?-A very great part of it, no doubt. 

3336. Do you not conceive that, supposing an effectual remedy provided by 
emigration, which might extend to a much greater degree than may be supposed in 
the first instance, there would be a much greater tendency of capital to flow there 
than exists at present ?-l think there certainly would. 

3337. lrith respect to the transmission of capital from one country to another, 
would the degree of security existing in the country to which it is sent, be very much 
taken into consideration by the owner of it?-Very much indeed. 

3338. lV' ould not one of the principal inducements to capitalists to embark 
capital in Ireland, be the low rate of wages r -That would be one great induce
ment, but it might be very easily counterbalanced by the idea of insecurity. 

3339. In your opinion, the idea of insecurity does in point of fact at this 
moment counterbalance the advantage from the cheapness of labour ?-Certainly 
it does; one cannot but be surprised that more capital does not flow from England, 
in consequence of the loll' wages of labour in Ireland; but \\"e see that it does not 
flow in fast, and we may therefore most certainly infer lhat tbe insecurity has a \wy 
powerful effect. 

3340. It has been suggested by some persons, that emigration is unnecessary as 
any redundant portion of the population could be more conveniently, 1IJ0re satis
factorily, and more perpetualiy located on waste lands in this country; have you 
ever turned your attention to that suhject ?-Yes; I should say that I differ entirely 
from that view of the subject, because, although the tenants that were at first 
employed might be toleral>ly well off, yet their children would greatly aggravate 
the evil intended to be remedied, and after a short time there would be a much 
greater redundancy of population than before. 

3341. Among other effects of resorting to a soil inferior to any now in cultiva
tion, which is involved in the prop05ition of cultivating waste lands, would not Olle 
be, to raise the rents of all the landlords throughout Great Britain and Ireland?
I think not. The culti,'ating of poor lands is not the cause of the rise of rents; the 
rise of the price of produce compared with the costs of production, Irhieh is the 
cause of the rise of rents, takes place first, and then such rise induces the cultivation 
of the poorer land. That is the doctrine I originally stated, and I believe it to be 
true; it was altered by others afterwards. 

3342. If the cultivation of poor lands is undertaken merely for the purpose of 
employing the people, must not such a speculation necessarily end in failure?
I think it 1V0uid end in failure, and ill aggravating the difficulties arising from over
population. 

3343· What is your own opinion of the effect on the lower orders, on employing 
them on public works \\ ith public money ?-I think it relieves them for a short time, 
but leaves them afterwards in a condition worse than before. 

3344· Have the goodness to explain that operation ?-It has a tcp.dency to induce 
them to marry earlier, and it enables them at first to support their children; but 
when the work ceases, they are left in a more destitute condition than before. It is 
always an unfavourable thing for the labouring classes to hm-e a great stimulus 
apphed to them for a time, and then to have that stimulus \rithdrall'n. 

3345· What is, in your opinion, the effect of introducing employment for the 
people t~)rough the means of bounties, namely, by creating capital by the influence 
of bounties to be used ill underta kinas not heretofore carried on, such ai> fisheries r
I think, generally speaking, bountie~ are bad. 

3346. Does the employment of the people actually, upon the whole, produce 
any ben.elit to the labouring class ?-It migllt for a tillle, no doubt, to a particular 
p'dl't of It; but, in all probability, not to the \\bole class, or pernJanently. 

3347· Would not the money expended in employing it, be merely a transfer from 
5,0" S s one 

Hev. 
T. R. MalthuG. 
~~ 

5 May, 
182 7. 



Rev. 
T. R. Malthus. 
~ 

5 May, 
1827_ 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

one occupation and employment to another?-It would chiefly, but perhaps not 
w~ll~ . . 

3348. Are not all those forced modes of employment, stImuli to population?_ 
I think they are partial and temporary stimulants, and that on that account they are 
prejudicial. _. . 

3349. Do you consider it possible there could be any t~lng hke p.aupensm ~mong 
able· bodied poor, in a country where there was an. u.nhm'ted quant!ty of fertile un
cultivated land ?-No doubt; the power. ?f ~btalm~g !a?d that IS fer~lle, to any 
extent, is the cause of all others most decIsIve In maintaining the labourmg classes 
in a good state. ..... . 

3350 . Then if our colonies, where It IS admItted there IS an nnlimlted quantity 
of fertile land were locally attached to the mother country, there would be at once 
a remedy aff;rded for the pauperism now existing?-Yes, for a certain time. 

3351. Until the time arrived "hen the reso~rc~s of that fertile lan~ were ex. 
hausted ?-The exhaustion, to the extent of occaslODlng some poverty, mIght not be 
very remote, if the new country were contiguous. .. . . 

3352. Admittincr that to be the case, the only distinctIOn between thIS case and 
that of the suppose"'d condition, is the separation of that fertile land from the mother 
country?-Yes, but that is a very important difference. 

3353. It is an important difference, inasmuch as it renders the means of disper
sion so difficult, as to prevent an analogy between the two suppositions ?-It pre
vents the emi"ration of persons with considerable capitals; if those provinces were 
contiguous, a ~ast number of per~ons with large capitals would immediately go. 

33.14. If it could be shown that the expense involved in emigration, so far from 
being thrown away, was capable of being replaced, would not pauperism be effec
tually discouraged in this country, until there was no room for absorbing any redun
dant population that might exist ?-If the emigration could be made as easy in the 
one case as in the other; but it appears impossible to make it as easy as if the 
province were contiguous. 

3355. Supposing it admitted that the expense is not an outlay without a return, 
and that the means of removing progressively the redundant population exist, by 
having shipping enough for the purpose; under these two conditions, is there 
not an eftectual remedy afforded against the existence of permanent pauperism 
amongst those classes of the community who are able to work, but are incapable of 
finding employment '-There is a very considerable alleviation aftorded; but people 
will sufter a good deal of poverty in their own country before they will consent to 
emigrate to a distant province, though they would not suffer that poverty if the 
province were contiguous. 

3:~:;(i. In point of fact, therefore, it would be an indisposition in the pauper 
labourer to a\ ail himself of that means of remedy, rather than any difficulty of its 
being applied, which would prevent the proposition being universally true?-Yes, 
on the supposition of the questiun of expense being set aside. 

33.5i· l\lust not the means of defraying the expense of removal be raised on 
some better security than the capability of repayment?-l should think so. 

3358. Let a case be supposed of a parish in England, where there are a hundred 
abl.e.bodied laboure:s and their families \\'ho have or are presumed to have a legal 
claIm upon the parIsh rates; the Committee have had it in evidence that a man, 
his wit~ and thre~ children are not to be supported for less than '251. per annum; 
SUPpOSI?g a pansl~ to have the means aff0rded to it of charging its rates for. ten 
yea!s.l\'lth an annUity of 1.0 7. ~ year, upon which annuity a sum may be raised 
suffiCIent to remove by emIgratIOn those redundant labourers the immediate effect 
would ?e the reduction of the rates of that parish from :2:; i. to 10 t. per family; 
supposm~ the vacuum ~o be filled up under such a given state of circumstances, the 
parIsh mIght n.ot .only mcur the annuity expense, but the same degree of expense 
from the contlnull1g a redundant population; but supposing that not to occur, ~o 
you ~ot s.upp.ose that. the parish would be fully justified in respect of interest, III 

contnbutmg Its fund m that way ;-1 think so most certainly jf the vacancy were 
not filled up within the ten years. ' , 

3~59· Altho~gh this prop05ition be true with respect to England, where. the pa
rOChIal. rate ~XIStS, and where the injury arising from the presence of thiS extra 
labour IS mamfest and concentrated, must it not be equally true both with resp.cet 
to Ireland and Scotland, as far as the general interest of the nation is concerned f
I thIll', so. 
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3360. Therefore if a national tax were resorted to for the purpose, under all the Rev. 
circumstances contemplated, of preventing the probability of the vacuum being filled T. R. lI1althus. 
up, are you of opinion that such national tax would be ju~tified in respect to its '---~ 
object ?-Quite justified. 5 May, 

3361. While the Poor Laws exist in their present state in England, is there such 1827. 
check here ?-There is some check, from the difficulty of getting houses, and it is 
exactly in that way that the poor-laws, to a certain degree, counteract their natural 
tendency to increase the population; they certainly do dispose many landlords not 
to build upon their estates, ami therefore they do counteract, in some degree, their 
first obvious tendency. 

3362. When the vicious practice prevails, of paying house-rents out of poors 
rates, that tends the other way ?-Yes. 

3363. Speaking generally, are you not of opinion that all further improvements 
in the adIpinistration of the poor-laws may be much more practical after the intro
duction of the system of emigration, than they are at the present moment ?":-Yes, 
I think they might be so, certainly, particularly if it is supposed that the vacuum is 
not filled up; in that case, I have not the least doubt that every thing would be 
very much improved. 

3364. Supposing it were admitted for the sake of argument, that an able-bodied 
labourer in England was not entitled under the letter of the law to receive parochial 
assistance, would not the withholding that assistance from him, under the circum
stances under which the population has been forced and produced, be a very harsh 
measure at present?-I think it would. 

3365. Should you consider it a harsh measure, after it was once demonstrated 
that an able-bodied labourer, who did not find labour in this country, might be em
ployed in the colony, where he might become an independent possessor of land ?
No, I think that would remove the hardship. 

3366. Have any means occurred to you of checking the tendency to multiply the 
number of houses and tenements generally ?-I have never particularly considered 
the subject; but I saw in the report a suggestion, which docs not appear to me to 
be a bad one, that of imposing a tax on the landlord who builds a cottage on his 
land; I do not know what might be the objections to it, but on general principles 
I should be inclined to be favourable to it. 

3367. Would the check be considerable, of making the landlord in all cases 
answerable for taxes, whether local or general, failing the ability of the occupier to 
pay them ?-I think that might be one of the modes; there is no saying how far 
particular objections might occur, but some mode of that kind, I think, might be 
very useful. 

3.368. Are you not of opinion that if any mode can be devised, it would be one 
of the most salutary modes of checking population, to render more difficult to the 
poor the possession of tenements ?-I think it would; particularly, because it would 
tend to prevent too early marriages. 

3369. Do you think that any improvements, in detail, can be carried into effect 
with respect to the Poor Laws, that will remedy the present evils admitted to flow 
from that state of the law, unless an enactment be ultimately passed, depriving the 
pauper of a right to claim assistance under the circumstances of his not beinO'~able 
to find employment?-N 0, I think that is absolutely necessary, and that no ~ssen
tial improvement can take place without the denial of a legal claim. 

3370. Do you think that improvement can be practically introduced until a 
r~medy is supplied to the pauper, by showing him that he can be placed under 
cIrcumstances of independence in another country ?-I think that it would be a very 
harsh measure suddenly to apply such a law to a poor man, without opening to 
him some way of improving himself. 

3371. If the principle were to be introduced among the lower classes, which 
more or less operates among the higher classes through all grades, from the poor 
up to the most ~ealthy, of not marrying without the means of providing for a family, 
you wo~ld admIt that would be the best security for preventing a redundancy of 
pop~latlon ?--: No doubt; the prevalence of that principle would be the best 
possIble security that could he obtained . 

. 3372• Do you not agree that every pains should be taken to impress upon the 
nunds. of the poor, that it is their duty to attend to that circumstance at the period 
?f theIr marrying and settling?-I think that all possible pains ought to be taken to 
Impress that truth upon their minds, as a truth that most essentially concerns their 
welfare. 

550 . S 5 2 3373. Are 
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Rev. 3373. Are you not.of opinion tha~ it is a principle which. is practically operative 
T. R. Ma/thus. in other classes of socIety, more partIcularly among those m the n~xt class to th.e 
~ poor?-Yes; ano it opera.tes also amo~g the poor th.e!llselves. m a. degree; .It 

5 ~by, operates among the labourIng classes with more force III some countries than In 
1827. others. 

3374. Arc you not of opinion that muc~ whi.ch ~oncerns tbe happiness .and 
interests of the poor might be produced by dlssemmatmg .among them explanatIOns 
of their real position, couched in such language as they ml&h~ perfectly understand? 
-I think that such explanations ~1i~ht be extremely ~eneticJaI to them. . . 

3375. Do you not admit that If It could. be ~nce !mpressed upon th~lr mmds, 
that it was their duty not to put themselves III a sItuatIOn to p;oduce a ,farmly before 
they had the means of supporting it, any idea of harshness Illvolved III !he ref~sal 
of pecuniary assistance to an unemployed labourer would be done away :-1 thmk, 
in a great mcasure. 

3376. And under such a state of things, would not the ~esoUJce of emigration 
remove any practical objections to that fundamental alteratIOn of the Poor Laws 
here sU(T(restcd ?-I think it would. 

337i~oIf cheap tracts were written and given to the poor, and in so,ne instances 
tauuht in the schools, explaining the doctrines you have just laid down with respect 
to the condition of the poor, do you imagine they would be able to understand 
them, and that they would apply what they learned to their own case ?-I think 
they are not very difficult to be understood, but they are perhaps ratber difficult 
to apply. I believe some tracts of tbat kind have been occasionally circulated. 

3378. Have you any knowledge of the effects produced ?-I have understood 
that many of the labouring classes, particularly the artisans, acknowledge tbe doc
trines which have been laid down on tbe subject of population. 

3:379. Can you form any opinion as to what extent of the population of Ireland 
ought to be removed, in order to produce any very material effect on the comforts 
of the remainder~-It is very difficult to form any precise opinion upon tbat 
subject; one does not know the proportion of the population tbat is actually 
unemployed. 

3380. Supposing tbat by any means half a million of the population of Ireland 
could be suddenly remo\'ed, do you not think that there is in tbe existing state of 
things a strong natural tendency to fill up the vacuum ?-N 0 doubt tbere is always 
a very strong tendency to fill up tbe vacuum; and you might even encourage a 
greater proportion of birtbs by an emigration, unless it were accompanied by some 
measures of the kind before referred to. 

3:381. Do you not think that any sudden subtraction of such an amount of the 
population of Ireland would materially increase tbe rate at which population is now 
advancing, wbatever tbat rate may be ?-It will all depend upon whether you can 
accompany tbat emigration of tbe 500,000 people with the measures wbich have 
been referred to; then I do not think it would. 

3382. Do you not think, as a general proposition, tbat every system of emigration 
from any c?untry must be ultimately ineftectual, unless accompanied by some ~ea
sure that WIll more or less counteract the natural tendency that exists in all socIety 
to fill up the vacuum so artificially created ;-If without any pressure witb regard to 
expense you could effect a constant emigration to a larae extellt, you would no 
doubt keep the population in a better state; but if such a current of emigration 
were to sto~ at any time, you would have a still greater tendency to a redundancy. 

3383. Did not the system of conscription tbat prevailed in France throughout 
the whole of the Revolutionary Irar, practically amount to a system of emigration? 
-To a considerable degree it did. 

3384. Did it in the result diminish tbe population of France ?-It certainly 
did not. 

~385. From the experience you have had of the effects of famines at different 
penod~, h~s th~ period been long before the vacuum has been filled up in those 
countries In whIch those famines took placer-Not long, certainly . 
. 3386. Can you state any ca~es or refer to authorities upon that subject?-'!bere 
)5 one case I have referred to In. re~ard to Prussia, wbere a very gre~t pestI.lence 
occurred, and where a very rapId Jncrease of population took place ImmedIately 
:ft.erwards.; I do not recollect ex~ctly the number of years it took to ~Il up the 

Old, but It ':"as not long. In thiS case the effects of the great mortahty on the 
subsequent bIrths deaths and marriaaes di~tinctly appear in the lists and are very 
remarkable. 0 , 
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33~7. You consider that the actual number of the people in Ireland at present is 
about seven millions and a half?-I conceive so, according to the rate of increase 
that took place in tbe twenty-nine years, from 1792 to 1821. 

3388. If that is the case, taking iuto consideration the tendency that this popu
lation has to increase at present, do you conceive that the emigrating of halt a 
million would produce any very sensible effect on the condition of the remainder r
It is impossible to say what effect; but I think it would still produce a very sensible 
effect. and that it would be very beneficial if accompanied by the measures before 
referred to. 

3389. You have already stated that the abstraction of a certain number of the 
population is necessary to facilitate the introduction of capital; may it not follow as 
a consequence of emi;!:ration, that even it the vacuum I\erc to be filled up, there 
might be a demand for the services of those children tbat might be born, II here as 
there \I as no demand for the services of those elllig:'ants II ho II ere removed ?-It 
might be so, certainly, if from the increased quiet and security occa,.,ioned by the 
emigration, more capital had in the meantime flolled into Irelalld. 

3390. But under any circumstances, \I ould not the expense of maintaining those 
children be a much less national tax, for a series of years, than the maintenance 
of persons who had arrived at matmity ?-For a certain period; Lut we kuolV frum 
experience, that when part of tbe population of a country has been removed by any 
cause whatever, tbe country after a time becomes quite as populous as Lefore, if no 
new cause operates to prevent it. 

3391. Let it he supposed, that in all cases where a country is to be relieved from 
the presence of its extra population, the cottages were destroyed of the emigrants 
who might be removed; do you not consider that alone would operate as a very 
substantive check against the increase of the population ;-It ,yould certainly 
operate as a substantive check; but it would not tell much if the landlords were not 
in some \1 ay or other illduced to prevent building afresh. 

3392. The question meant to imply, that the landlords would resist the intro
duction of a fresh population upon their land ~-Then I think it would. 

3393. Do you not consider tbat one of the 1II05t etlicient cbecks !lgainst tbe re
placement of the population abstracted by the en,il!ration from I rfclall(l, would be 
the growing conviction on the part of all classes of the cOlllll1ll1lity, that much of 
tbe evils incident to that country arise frOlll its ('xcc"iv(' state of population-
I think so. 

3394. To \\ bich do you conceive the principle of emigration is of must impor
tance at present, to England, to Scotland, or to Ireland;-F nquestionaLly to 
Ireland. 

3395. Do not you think that opening a vent for the population of England and 
Scotland might in the end Le nugatory, if it is left open to Ireland to supply the 
vacuum tbat llJay be so created in England and in Scotland :-1 think it really 
woulJ be nugatory. 

339(;. Do 1I0t you think there is a tendency in the popuiation of Irelalll\ to flow 
to England and Scotland as a place is left vacant fur them :-1 think there is a 
strong tendency. 

3.39i. Do not YOll think that they may Le able to supply the places Iybicb are left 
vacant in England and Scotland, and yet the population of Ireland remain undi
minished ?-Certainly. 

3398. NotWithstanding the strongest artificial checb, is not the natural trndency 
of population predominant to unstrip the lIIeans of suusistence in any country?
No doubt such is the natural tendency of population to increase, that it has the 
power of out~tripping the subsistence of any country . 
. 3399· And at la"t tbe limit to it is the minimun of su~tenance by which human 

life can be maintained i-Unless the reaching of that minimum is prevented by pru
dence, which it would be, in a certain degree, in most countries. 

,_ 3400: Is not a great moral degradation a stimulus to population :-A very 
great stImulus to early marriages, but their efiect on the population is often coun
teracted uy premature mortality; there are some countries where there is a large 
proportion of births and a large proportion of deaths at the same time, and therefore 
there the population may be stationary. 

3401. In the case of Ireland at present, one of the great e,ils is that state uf 
moral degradation ?-It is, undoubtedly. 

;3402 . That state is increasing daily, is it nOlir-It appears to be increasing 
dUlly. 

550. S s 3 3,103. The 

Rev. 
T. R. ]JIalthus. 
~ 

5 May, 
18~7· 



Rev. 
T. R. Malt/IUs. 
~ 

5 M~y, 
1827. 

326 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

~403 The onlv mode of diminishing that moral degradation would be to im
pr~ve the comfor"ts of the people?-Y es; if by raising their respectability y.0u ~an 
inspire them with a taste for comforts, after they have had the means of experIencmg 
those comforts for a short time, by the removal of the redunda~t populatIOn. 

3404. The removal of ~ port~on of.th~ pop?latio~ of Ire!a~d, I~stead of incr~asing 
their tendency to populatIOn, mlg~t.dl1nlmsh I.t, by Impro~mo t~elr. moral hablts?
It miuht certainly on the supposItIOn of their moral habits bemg Improved. 

34~5.' Do you ~ot think that the poor-rates. in England have operated to pre
vent that degradation ?-They have operated m two ways; they have operated to 
prevent extreme poverty; but. they have had a very ~ad effect on the morals of the 
people in other respects, partIcularly of late years, smce they have been so much 
extended. 

340li . Do you not consider that the accidental ~ircumstance ?f ~hcat being the 
staple food of the poor in this cou.ntry, has .fur~lshed the 'prmclpal ~istinction 
between the people of the two countnes ?-I thmk It has ~onstltuted ~ ~am cause. 

340 7. In order to improve the comforts of the people I~ Ireland, IS It not essen
tially necessary that the average rates of wages should be mcreased ?-No doubt. 

3408. That difficulty being got over, must it not also happen, that t!ven thouah 
possessed of more wages, their habits must change also, to apply also in the w~y 
of being attended with an increase of comfort ?-J ust so. 

3.~09. Is it not true, that in some countries, the people having the means of 
improvincr their comforts, do not avail themselves of them, but continue in the same 
state of n~oral degradation; whereas in others, from applying them to the increase 
of comforts, they increase their civilization and happiness?-Yes, no doubt; there is 
a great difference in the mode of employing what may be called high wages, as 
I have stated very decidedly in my Principles of Political Economy. 

3410. Have you illustrated your opinion by referring to the people of Ireland 
and of Eng!and ?-Yes. 

341 I. In your opinion, do the characters of the people of those countries show 
how great a distinction there may be in their habit of applying the means of im
proving themselves, or throwing away those means?-Yes. At the ti~e ofthe intro
duction of the potatoe into Ireland, the Irish people were in a very low and de
graded state, and the increased quantity of food was only applied to increase the 
population. But when our wages of labour in wheat were high in the early part of 
the last century, it did not appear that they were employed merely in the mainte
nance of more families, but in improving the condition of the people in their general 
mode of lh'ing. 

3412. And in surrounding themselves with those comforts which raised that class 
above those who arc universally depressed in Ireland?-Yes. 

3413. You attribute the difference of the character of the people to the differ
ence of food ?-Ill a great measure . 

. '34 14. What circumstance determines the difference offood in the two conntries? 
---:The circumstances are partly physical and partly moral; it will depend, in a cer
tam degree, upon the soil and climate, whether the people live on maize, wheat, 
oats, potatoes, or meat. 

~415: Is ?ot the selection in some degree dependent on the general stat~ of 
society ~- \ e~'y much 0~1 moral causes; on their being in so respectable a situatIOn, 
that they are Jl1 the h.ablt of looking forward and exercising a certain degree ?f 
prudence; and there IS no doubt that in different countries this kind of prudence IS 
exercised in very different dearees. 

3410. Does it depend at ~1'1 on the government under which they live?-Very 
mu~h on the .government; on the strict and equal administration of justice; on the 
pertect secunty of property; o,n civil, rdigious and political liberty; for, people 
respect themselves more under tavourable circumstances of this kind and are less 
inclined to marry, with the prospect of more physical sustenance for their children. 
,3~ 17· On the degree of respe~t with whi~h they are treated by their superiors?

\ es, one of the greatest faults m Ireland IS that the labourino classes there are 
d . h ,~ 

not treate WIt proper respect by their superiors; they are treated as if they were 
a degraded people. 

3418. Does not that treatment mainly arise from their existincr in such redun
dancy as to be no object to their superiors ?-In part it does perhaps' but it ap-
peared to take place befo.re that was the case, to the same degree. ' 

3419. T?c number bemg the cause of the~r treatm~nt, will not their treatment 
tend to the Jl1crease of that number?-Y es; they act and re-act on each otht!r. 

3420. I) 
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3420. Is it your impression that in the year 1792, when the population of 
Ireland was four millions, the condition of the peasantry was better than now, when 
the population ~s seven mill~ons ?-I am not ~ompetent to answer that questiun : 
I think it very likely there mIght not be much dIfference. 

3421 • You have stated, th.?'t any atte~pt to diminish any po~tion of the lab?l1ring 
population of England or S~otland, WIthout at the same. tIme. endeavourIng to 
diminish the number of poor III Ireland, would be comparatIvely ll1effectual; have 
you considered the particular case of the hand-loom weavers of Scutland and 
England, the demand for whose labour has been displaced by a sudden improve
ment in the power-loom machinery? - Yes, I have, to a certain degree; but I think 
it still probable that if that surplus number of labourers were removed, there would 
be competitors from Ireland. 

3422. Thoucrh that might be the ultimate effect, yet as a question of immediate 
relief to an evil pressing in its nature, might it not be wise, by emigration, to 
remove a portion of the hand-loom weavers now out of employment, for whose 
labour there is no demand in any branch of productive industry in this country ?
I think it certainly might be desirable and advantageous. 

3423. Do you not think that, considering the circumstance of its being an ad
mitted fact, that those parties, if not removed by emigration, must either perish or 
be sustained by charity, their removal by emigration may be considered as a salu
tary measure ?-I think it may be considered a salutary measure. 

3424. So salutary as to be considered a national object ?-Yes, I think so 
salutary as to be considered a national object. 

3425. What do you consider the amount of the population of England to be"
It is always uncertain, except at the period of a census. I should think that the 
population of England, Scotland, and Wales now was about fifteen millions and 
a half. 

3426. What should you say that the population of England alone was ?-The 
population of England and Wales alone would he about thirteen millions three 
hundred thousands. 

3427. At what rate of increase do you conceive the English population has been 
going on ?-I think the English population has been going on very rapidly indeed. 
In the interval between 1811 and 182 I, it appears that the rate of increase was 
such as would double the population in about forty-eigbt years. 

3428. When you state that the rate of increase has been such as to double in 
forty years in Ireland, that has been upon the rate of twenty-nine years?-Yes, 
taking the numbers as they have been stated; I do not know how to correct them, 
but taking them as they are, the rate at which the population increased from 179 2 
to 182 I, was such as would double itself in about forty years. 

3429. Would you not suppose that with regard to Ireland, the population has 
increased in the latter part of that period faster than in the first part ?-Probably 
it has. 

3430. Is there not a tendency in the population of Ireland to increase faster than 
the popUlation of England ?-Certainly; and from the time of the first enumeration 
of the popUlation of Ireland by South, in 1695, it appears that the population of 
Ireland has increased for a long time together at a very rapid rate. In other Eu
ropean countries, the population has often increased for ten, twellty, or thirty years, 
at a very rapid rate; but in Ireland it increased, for 12') years torrcther, at a rate 
that would double itself in about forty-five years. i:> 

343 1 • A period might possibly arrive whcn the population of Ireland would 
equal the population of England ?-!t mioht. 

3432. Might not at that period every l~bourer in Ireland be in a state of com
petent p:osperity, supposing the supply of labour to be proportioned to the demand? 
-Certalllly. 

3433· .W,hat is your opinion of the capability of Ireland to become a very rich 
a~d flounshlllg country?-My opinion is, that it has very great capabilities, that it 
mIght b.e a very rich and a very prosperous country, and that it might be richer in 
proportIOn than England, from its greater natural capabilities. 

3434· ~o you think anyone circumstance would more tend to accelerate that 
state o~ thlllgs, than a judicious system of emigration put into force in that country? 
- I thInk t~at a judicious system of emigration is one of the most powerful means 
to accomplIsh that object. 
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R. J. WILMOT HORTON, ESQUIRE, 
I:'-r THE CHAIR. 

Ale.wlldel' Nillllllo, Esq. called in, and Examined. 

343'). ARE you aCfluainted with any dist.ric~s of w~ste la.nJ ~n Irela~d,. ~'hich 
at present are in too unimproved a ~tat~ to IllVlte their culuvatlO~ by indIvIdual 
capitalists, but wbich, if cert~in ~~admg Improvel~Jents wer.e made .Ill them, might 
be made sufficiently g0.od .to Justity the, embarkation of pnvate capital upon them? 
-The extensi\'C b0i! dlstncts ot the '" est of lre~and have already had a great step 
made toward their improvement, by the expendIture of the Government; within 
the last four years a considerable quantity of land has already got into cultivation 
in those distrIcts, in consequence of that outlay; but I am not of opinion that the 
chief difficulty consists in making great drains, but rather, as far as Parliament is 
concerned, in ;'emoving certain difficulties with respect t~ the tenure of the property. 

3436. What are the difficulties of tenure to .,"'Hch you allude ~-The great 
difficulty is, that most of the bogs are already demised, and where they are not so 
demised, there is a sort of common right upon the bog, which prevents the appro
priation cf any portion of it to a great sy-tem of improvement; there are alslJ 
settlements, and otiwr legal difficulties, whi(h prevent sufficient leases to be given; 
were those obviated, I think that companies could be established for the improve
ment of the bogs of Ireland upon a great scale, and applications for that purpose 
have repeatedly been made to me. 

3437. Is there much distinction in the quality of the soil of tbose hogs ?-There 
is all the variety po"j hie, . 

3438. Are allY of them of that fJliality which, supposing that all those objections 
as to the tenure were rcmoved, could, under a certain application of capital, become 
the finest land ;~ N 0 douht of it, and that could be done the very first year; 
there is a specimen on Lord Palmerston'~ estate, which was cultivated last summer, 
and in four months from the time that the spade was first pllt into it, we had very 
line potatoes, and turnips, and rape, and so on, gro\' ing there, as good a~ on any 
land in the world. 

34.39. 'r ere you employed ill that alteration ?-It was undertaken under my 
manage11lf'nt. 

3440. What is the nature and extent of the barr land which has lately been 
brought into cultivation, belonging to Lord Palmersto~; --Already about 50 acres; 
it is not altogether the deepest of the bog of Ireland, but the sub-soil is below 
a sand-;tonc, which contained nothing beneficial in the way of manure, and the part 
that was cultivated \"as extremely rut up by turbary. The steward conceives that 
the smoother bogs, \\ bieh are nearer, will be much less expensive; but we have all 
advantage there which it is proper to notice, that shell sand abounds within about 
t\\'o miles, and that has been one of the chief manures used on the land. 

344 1 • The Committee presume that the difficulties of tenure, in the particular 
case of the bog belonging to Lord P~llllerston, did not operate?-They origin.ally 
op~rated, bu~ they have all been obViated by his Lordship buying up the claims, 
which cost hun a great deal of muney; but there are several of the tenants that 
would not give up. 

3442. Including th~ e~pense that has been necessary for buying up those c!aims, 
and the expense of hnngmg that land into such a state that it could be cultivated 
by farmers, can you in any degree inform tlie Committee what expense per acre 
has been necessary ?~I could give a complete ans\\er to that question, if I am 
allowed to ask Lord Puimerston, because his lordship made up the account of the 
whole expense; bu~ I ~elie\'e it did not stand his Lordship, for cultivation, in ~ore 
than about 7 t. an EnglIsh acre, '1nd for that he bas a crop which is worth sometblllg. 

3443· What could a tenant fairly afford to give for that land ;-1 am nol per
fectly aware wllat he will get, hut the ordinary run for good dry land is there about 
308. an acre; I ~bould expect he will get full as much for the other; at least the 
p.eople have shown a great anxiety tOl:,~t possession of it, and several of them ha~r, 
Sl1)ce the su~cess of th~ original measu-re has been shown to them, applied to blm 
to. take portIOns of the bog land out of the farm alid cultivate them, and thrn they 
WIll take them back at the same rent. 

3,444. \rhat is the depth of the bog :-It runs from about four feet to about t"ell'e 
I)r tilteen feet. _ 

)4 ~l' What 
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3445. What is the nature of the turf upon it; does it produce red 01" white 
ashes r-The majority of that palt of it produces red ashes, but I do not look 
upon that as of much consequence; if it was the sole manure, it would Le very 
important. 

3446. Do you Lring soil down from the adjoining heights ?-N othing but sand 
for manure, and that not to any great extent. 

:3447. You have stated, that, i;lcluding all the expense which has been incurred 
in bringing this land from a state of waste bog to a state of preparation for imme
diate cultivation, it has amounted to the sum of 7t. per acre ?-I think so. 

3448. Are you of opinion that, taking the average of Irish Logs, and supposing 
the same facilities in removing the difficulties as to the tenure to be atforded, that 
the same profitable return upon the capital employed would take place, which you 
have described in this particular instance, namely, that there would be a probability 
of receiving a rent of 30s. upon an acre previou,ly valueless, and which has only 
cost the sum of it. in effecting its progressive impro\'ement?- I think you could not 
reckon upon that in the great bogs of Irelanu, because one chief cause of the great 
price that would be givCl1 for the hmd I have mentioned, is, the di~trict being so 
thickly peopled, and the great wallt of land ill the immediate viciuity. 

3449. Is not that generally the case throughout Ireland ?-It would not be the 
case in the great bog lands of Erris or Conamara; I thillk it would be the case 
in the bog of Allen and all the interior; but the sea-coast bogs are, in my opinio n 
by far the most improvable. 

3450. In what state of improvement would tbat bog Le, \"hen you consider it 
would be right to subject it to a rent of 30s. an acre ?-I do not think that Lord 
Palmerston will let it till there have been about tbree years crops taken; but I al1l 
of opinion that, supposing the first year's produce does not pay, the second and third 
years produce \"ill pay for themselves. 

3451. And tha t every thing beyond that will be pure gain ;-Y e<. 
3452. Do you think there would Le any disposition on the part of proprietors 

having interest in large masses of waste land of this descript'lOn, to consEnt to give 
up their right for the purpose of rcgaining possession of the property when improved, 
upon certain terms :-- I should think they would be very happy to do it. 

3453. Is it 110t the fact, that the nature of the proprrty which individll::1s have 
in those bogs, is more or less of a similar nature all over Ireland ?--Yes, they are 
much the same. 

3454. So that tLere woukl Le no difficulty ill ascertaining the claims of tile 
parties in case of a re-division, after the process of improvel1lent has takell place? 
-N 0; I think you might divide them very much upon the prillciple of the Inclc'
sure Acts of England. 

34.55. You have referred to very extensive bogs in the dislrict of Conamara; do 
you imagine that 10 I. per acre being applied in the reclaiming those bogs upon the 
1I10St judicious principle, would bring tiJc~ land into that state of improvement as to 
command a rent of 20S. an acre ?--I think a great (kal of it II'ould, because 
I knoll' tnat in Conamara, and in certain favoured districts, the people applied to 
take land, and offered to rent it at once without any outlay at all being Illade upon 
it; it is red bog upon granite rock; but they have sea manmc in the neighbour
hood. 

3456. Can you giw~ the Committee any general estimate of the quantity of 
unr~c1aimed land in Ireland of this description, IIhich, ulH\t:>r an appropriation of 
capItal not exceeding IOl. per acre, might be brought into a state of cultivation 
fa as to produce a rent of 208. per acre ?-! should think there are about three 
millions of Irish acres, that is equal to five millions of English acres; that includes 
all the waste land, but I think that almost the whole of the waste land Qf Ireland is 
reclaimable. 

34.')7· Do you imagine that the proprietors of those lands would consent to give 
~p half of them, provided that they were brought into that state of cultivation which 
IS contemplated, at an expenditure of 10 t. per acre ?-That lias the principle that 
was followed in the English fens j I think it would be very fair to do ~o. 

34.') S. For example, if the State, or if companies, would undertake to layout 
such a sum of money in the improvement of those masses of land, do you imagine 
that the proprietors would consent to cede to such companies one half of the land, as 
a remuneration for the mOJ1('y so laid out ?-l tllink that the sallie principle as has 
~)ccn alr!?ady followed in England about tll'O centuries ago, might be very applicable 
I1J Ireland. 
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3459. Have the goodness to state in detail what that principle was?- For 
instancr, the great marshes that lay between the Tower of London and the ~ounty 
of Essex, from Saint Catherine's deck, all the way do~m, were embanked m tbe 
reign of Henry the Eighth, and half the extent was g,lven to th,e person who em
ballked it, who was a Dutchman; and in the undertakmg ~o dram all the great fens 
01 Enu\and \"hich was ueuun in the reirrn of James the First, the remuneration to 

o ,. 0 '" d' 
the undertakers was to be about one-third of the whole extent, an that principle 
\\'as pursued throughout the whole of t~e .undertakin~. The great Fen Company 
IJO\d their land in the fen3 upon that prmclple; a,s belllg the under~akers, they had 
a certain portion of lam!. I think the same prm~lple could be applied to bogs, and 
I have no doubt that companies would be found III England, that would undertake 
it upon those principles; all that would be necess~ry would b~ to pr~vent t~l~m from 
liticration for whenever the land became valuable It would be IInmedlately htlcrated. 

34(iO. 'Have you, in any case, prepared a plan of a Bill to carry into effe~t such 
a purpose as this in any district of Ireland ?-I drew up, ~ome years ago, a Ilill 
ujJon the principles of an English Inclosure Act, for the Improvement of ~bout 
19,000 Irish acres of the bogs of the northern part of the county of Kerry. I got 
the consent of a great many proprietors immediately, but .o.ne gent!eman, 11'110 II'~S 
not thoroughly master of the subject, made a great oppositIOn to It, and the llill, 
after a petition having been brought into the House of COJllmons, was not persevered 
in; but I am satisfied that if I were to go back again, and prepare another Bill, 
that' gentleman '''ould be one of the chief promoters of it. 

3461. Do you not conceive that the experiment that Lord Palfllerston has made 
on bis estate, establishes the principle, that private capital applied to reclaiming 
bog under favourable circumstances, would be amply remuneratcd?- I think it 
decidedly establishes that; I had great doubt before the experiment was made, 
whether it wOilld do so, because my estimate at the time of the bog surveys was 
made ,,,hen agricultural produce was high, and I had great doubt whether in the 
present depressed tiules, it would be possible to repay the undertakers so well as 
at that time, and I was ,'Cry much pleased to find tbat his Lordship "'as satisfied 
that he was undertaking a profitable opeculation; that was not the viclV "ith which 
he engaged in it. 

;ntl2. You have stated, that the neighbourhood of calcareous sea sand giVES 
particular facilities in that pbce; do you not find, in your experience as to bogs 
III Ireland, that a great proportion of them are contiguous either to shell sand or to 
calcareous manure, even in tbe interior of the country :-Y Co, almost all the great 
bogs of Ireland are in the immediate vicinity of calcareous manure. 

3463. A~'e you aware that a great proportion of them have limestone !!mvel 
and marllYlllg contigLloLls to thelll ?-That is reported in all the bog surveys as ueing 
very extensively the case. 

3464. And therefore, not only upon the sea coast and the estuaries are there 
those advant~ges, but even in the deep bogs of the interior tllCre is abundance of 
manu,:e applicable to cultivating the surface of the bog ?-X ° doubt of it. 

341) 5· The bog of :\ lien is the largest bog in the interior part of Ireland; does 
not a p:~eat, deal of that re.st upon a limesto!1e gravel suustrawm :-:\Iu,t of it does. 

3400. '\ ou have mentlOlled , t, as the cxpenee per acre in the case of Loru 
Palmcrston's property, hus not the crreater part of that -t. been applied in the 
actual remuneration of labour?--The ~'hole of it. I 

.1467 .. Did you make large open drains ?-Xo, \cry small drains; they arc a,l 
open drallls. 

3468. Do you go to the bottom of the peat :-In 110 case above four feet deep. 
3469. Doe~ that effect the. drainage ?-Complctcly. 

,34,0. PrOVIded that the dlfnculties of tenure have been removed, are the Com
mittee to understand that the process is simple and certain as to the effect produc~d 
upon the ~and? - ~ t appears. to be so. We had a very intelligent agricultUrist 
employed m cal'rylllg on thiS work, but such Illen are abundant in Ireland; the 
people themselves know very well what to do and when they have a specimen before 
them, there is no difficulty, , 

3471, What is the ave~age wages of labour that have been paid to the labourers 
th?t.have been employedlI1 reclai:ninCf Lord Palillerston'~ borr?-Ten pence and a 
sllliling a day. ~ <=> 

34;2. Do you consider that superficial drainage as effectual ?-QlIite 50, for 
the purposes of arTriculture. 

34'J· Will it bear cattle?- Y cs, but it 'takes some time. 
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3474. Are you not every now and then obliged to open the drains again?-
Yes, they must be scoUl·~d. • 

3475. '"Fill that occasIOn a great annual expense upon that land ~-" ery small 

indeed. 
n476. Have you seen the effect of any complete drainage of bog, by running the 

dr~ns into the sub-soil and completely drying the peat ?-I have seen one or two 
attempts of that kind, but it is very expensive. I saw lately an operation of l\Ir. 
Strickland's, which I was very much amused with; he has cut an immense drain, 
which has produced very great effect, but he did not think it necessary for agricul
ture; it was to obtain a !eyeJ for draining a hollow ground and wood beyond. 

347i. Is it found mischievous to agriculture ?-I think if you carry the drainage 
of peat too far, you will render it very sterile. 

347 8. Do you not consider that the inducement to apply private capital to such 
improvements is quite sufficient to render it unnecessary for any portion of the 
public monev to be directed to such purposes?-The effect of the public money upon 
Conamara and En'is has been so palpable and so vcry great, that 1 could not give a 
negative to that; but 1 have no conception of public moncy being applied to the 
aa~icultural part of the operatioll, I think if that was done it would be only a source 
of joubing. There are some instances u"here great improvements could be effected 
certainly, and which are only to be looked for through the means of a very powerful 
company, or possibly uy the puulic money; for instance, the lo\yering of the channel 
of the river Bann would drain a great quantity of land about Loch K eClg:b; and 
it has been thoucrht that the lowering of the falls of Killaloe would draill a great 
deal ofland upo~ the Shannon, but 1 do not think it would drain much, nothing at 
all commensurate to the expense. 

Jerrard Strickland, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

3479. YOU have heard the evidence given by Mr. Kimma ?-I have. 
34S0. Have you had any opportunity of estimating the expense of reclaiming 

land of the description he has spoken of, which has fallen under your own imme
diate knowledge?- I have. 

3481. Does your experience confirm the statement that has ueen made by 
Mr. Nimmo ?-Quitc; and I think the expense is rather less than has been stated 
by ~1r. :\,immo. 

:343". Are you of opinion that the value of the land to let, after such expense 
being Jai![ out upon it, is as great as was stated by :',[1'. Nimmo; -I doubt whethet' 
it would be, in the uatural state of the country, but at present I am satisfied that the 
common tenantry would give the sum ~\!r. Nimmo has mentioned. 

3483. And you entertain no doubt that such rent would ue not only agreed to 
be given, but actually paid upon such land?-Undoubtedly; 1 see instances of it 
every day. 

3484. Would any profit be left, after paying that rent:-There is little profit; 
the mere potatoes upon "hich the family exist, are all the profit; that rent would 
be partly paid by the harvest labourer in England. 

348,;. Do you not consider that that rent, II bich you consider as unnatural, 
arises from the Humber of paupers in Ireland who are anxious to obtain possession 
of land upon any terms, having no other mode of obtaining a subsistence?-
Certainly. ~ 

.3486. Entertaining these opinions, do you consider that it is more fer the interest 
o~ Ireland that individuals should be located upon the waste lands upon this prin
Ciple, than that they should be removed to the British colonies bv ellli<Tratiol1:
It is more for the benefit of Ireland tbat they should be located ~l'OI1 tile bog of 
Ireland; and I think that when that uog '''us urouglIt into culti~'atioll, the t:ents 
would not be w high, land would not be so llIuch ill demand, as IT!ore would be 
created. 

3487. Then supposing tbe difficulties with respect to tenure, \yhich are incident 
to those waste lands, were to be removed, and supposing that capital were to be 
ad.va~ced from some source or other for the purpose of improving those bogs, and 
bnnglllg them into such a state that they might be cultivated with profit; how \yould 
lOU ~pply s~ch a state of things to the relief of the redundant poor of Ireland ?
fhe Immediate benefit that the redundant poor would obtain, would be the employ
lIIent of their labour; tbeir labour would immediately become valuable, it would be 
I\J demand for the improvement of those bogs. 
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~ 11011 is; -The population is at present, even unde .. the CU'cul?stance ?f the ~reat 
"'ant of capital, increasing with a rapidity perhaps not equalled lD any otner country; 
I do 110t think it could increase more rapidly, if more land were created by the cuI. 
tivation of bogs, , , 

34~0' Y ollr intention is, theref~re~ that the poor should be ?enetit,ed b~ bc!ng 
(lIJployed as labourers in the reclmmlllg of tlJfJse bog lands, and 111 thelf cultIvatIOn 
after they are reclaimed ?-, Y C', 

34C)(). - Do you llIeall in theircllltiv~tion. after they are r~claimed, as lah?~rers, or 
a' small farmers occupy in;.:!; small portIOns ,-- I look upon It that the condmon hath 
of landlord aud tenant "ill be e~ceedin;.:!;ly altPred by the operation of tbe late Act 
of Parliamcnt, and that the facility of sllbdividing land will be so much diminished, 
that 'Illall farms '.rill not be so comllJOn some years hence as they are now; and if 
the state of the cOllntry gl nerally improves, large farlll~ will be the consequence, 
and those bogs will be peculiarly adapted for large grazing farms. 

J'i0 I. Have not the measures that you allude to, been adopted on account of 
the excess of the popUlation ?-Thcy have . 

.34~i~' Have not they estahlished the necc'3,;ity of discouraging the excess of po
pulation :-Certainly, 

.34!).'l, 'ViII not such an application of nelV ground as YOIl describe to the purposes 
of cultivation, afford on the other hand the means of extending the population ?-I 
think the probability is that it will turn the attention of landed pruprietors and of 
farmers more to the bad 'I'otelll of cultivatioll that exists in Ireland now, and that 
probably large falms "ill be the consequence. 

3494. Do not YOIl think that their attention is tllrned to that already ?-Certainly 
!lot in the parts uf the country in IIhich I reside. 

:340 .• , Is not there a general disposition among the landlords to turn the oil/air 
farms into large ones ~- I do not think there is in the part of the county I live in. 

3496. "\5 you are aware of the importance of that object, have you been able to 
accomplish it ?-I alll aware of tile importance of it, and 1 have endeavoured to 
accomplish it "0 far :IS it is in m\' paller; but I alll not a proprietor, J am only 
all agent. 

3497. However desirable YOI' llJay consicler the reclllillling of these bogs to be, 
for the purpose of introducing land into cultivation which is now in a state ofll'aste, 
do you consider that that circumstance at all affects the general question as to 
~'elieving the redundant part of the population of lrelanrl by colonial emigration, or 
111 other word,S d? not yo~ imagine that, tbel:e are quite enough persons out of em
ployment to fun~ls.h candIdates for ~mlgratlOn, as '~'ell as for employment upon 
those waste lanc,s ~-.r d'~ not; I thlllk that there IS ample employment for the 
whole o~ the populatlO~ ~or a, long course of years in reclaiming the bogs ofIreland, 
and I thlllk that the spmt at the gentlemen of the eountrv is such now, that they 
would preve,nt the incl:ease of I?opulatioll, It is in the po~\er of the landlords to 
prevent .the II1crease at populatIOn, and they "ill prevent it; their attention is turned 
tow~rds It nOI,"; and also we must ex pect PCI\' sources of employment tu arise from 
the IntroductIOn of manufactures, and otber concomitant circumstances. 

3498. What Act of Par\ian~ent did you allude to in your former answer ?-The 
late tenantry 1'.ct, the Act a rrall1st sub-Ietlin<f, 

34(]~l, What is the u,sual ~xtent of the p~~sessions and farms in your part of the 
country ?-On the grazlllg land they are often very considerable but on the common 
tenantry lands th~y seldom exceed four or live 1 ri~h acres, and descend from that to 
a rood or to halt a rood; lllany thousand families exist upon half a rood of land 
attached to a cabin. 

, ~5?~. ,?--au have stated.' that you consider the system of havin!! very small farms 
vel y lDJUllOUS both to agnculture and to the stale of society :-1 do. 

;);jOI. What would yon consider to be the smallest sized farms that ouaht to exist, 
accordi,ng to your yjClr, in that part of the country ;-It is not easy t~ define the 
exact sIze of, t~e f,u:lIls .1 ,,?uld recommend, because that would depend upon the 
~ener~1 co~dltlOn ~t SOCIety In the country; if the country were brouaht to the state 
)!l .~\~lI~h L~gland IS, now, and t? 'I hich ~cotland is fast approachjng~ and if manu
l,lCd"", \\ele to be lIltroduced Into tbe country and a demand for the labour of the 
populatlO~l shaul? arise from the establishment of those manufactures probably the 
_'::olem 01 large tarms lI'ould he most advi.sabJe for cultivation. ' 

3.'j02, You 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM: 1827· 333 

3502• You have stated, that you would recommend an alLeration ill the present 
extent of small farms; looking at the subject practically, what would be the nature 
of the advice that you would give to persons in that part of the country, mal;ing 
those alterations in the present state of society ?-All those alterations must keep 
pace with the general state of society in the country; for th" present I would recom
mend as much as possible the prevention of sub-letting, and to follOW on a steady 
regular system; and wherever a piece of land fell out of lease, ~hat. it sho.uld be giv.en 
to sonw resident tenant on the land, who already was culuvatmg hIS land With 
industry, instead of admitting a stranger upon the land. 

3503. Supposing several lots of land, from a rood to an acre eacb, became out 
of lease in your part of the country, what advice would you give to the proprietor?
The advice I should give would be, to let it to the best resident tenant that he had 
lIpon the land, and on no account to let another tenant come upon the land, or to 
admit another house to be built. 

.1,,)04. What, under those given eirculllstances, would be the extent of farm that 
you would suggest to be allotted to that industrious tenant? -Indefinitely as milch 
as he chose to take; I would pursue a regular system, of allotting to every man that 
J saw industriolls, as much land as his circumstances would adlJlit of. 

3505. Suppose eight or ten families, possessing portions of land from a rood to all 
acre each, were to vacate them in your part of the country, how would you propose 
to absorb the labolJr of those persons in bog lands?-I presume, in the first instance, 
that Government undertakes some great means of in:provel1lent, either in opening 
the course of rivers, or ill opening great drains for tbe bogs; that would in the first 
instance absorb their labour, and afterwards that labour would be employed by the 
cllpitaliot employed in reclaiming the bogs. 

3506. You have in fact formed no systematic plan upon the subject ?-Certainly 
not, beyond the systematic increase of the size of holdings, and prevention of building 
new cabi!ls; further systems must be framed upon the altered circumstances of the 
country. 

3507. You bave stated, that in your opinion all the redundant population of 
Ireland might be employed, for an indefinite number of years to come, in reclaiming 
the waste lands of Ireland; have you contemplated what is to become of that popu
lation when tbat land is reclaimed, and their labour is no longer wanted in the pro
cess of reclaiming the land?-I should preSlll1le that the condition of those people 
must be improved when the increase of population is in some degree prevented, and 
the produce of land is increased. 

3508. There can be no doubt if the state, or corporate bodies, or individuals, 
were to advance millions of money for the purpose of bringing the waste lands of 
Ireland into cultivation, that during the process of their improvement the labouring 
classes would be materially benefited by the wages which they would necessarily 
receive; but have you contemplated the situation in which they would be placed if 
that work was ended, and when there was no longer the same degree of demand for 
their labour )-1 presume that if the capital is profitably employed in reclaiming the 
bog, it must at least produce food ill abundance for the pt'ople who have been em
ployed in the reclaiming it; so far their condition would be improved. 

3509. In what manner would those persons, for whose labour no demand eJo.isted, 
entitle themselves to the food that was produced upon tbat land ?-By the culti
vation of that land after it was improved, if no other source of employment should 
in the meantime arise, which I think very probable. 

3510. What is your opinion of the husbandry of Ireland, and the manner in which 
lands are farmed ?-In the part of Ireland I speak of, there is no regular system of 
c.ultivati~n in practice, the land is chiefly in the hands of small tenant1', or of exten
sIve grazlers. 

351 I. Are there not large tracts of land in T reland at present under cultivation, 
which mIght be. very much improved by more draining and better fencing ?·-There 
are very extenSIVe tracts. 

3512. Do you think if it was a question how a certain amount of capital should 
be employed in Ireland,that it would be nJOre beneficial to employ it in endeavouring 
to prepare t.he barren bogs of that country tor cultivation, or in improving ~he lands 
at pre~ellt under cultivation in the imperfect state you have just mentl~ned?
I conslder.that if any stimulus is to be given, if it were directed in the first IIlstance 
to the cultivation of the borrs, it would diffuse itself over the good land, by teaching 
tbem a bettcr system of cultivation, and inJucing individuals to adopt it. 
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35 13. In point of fact, ,,"ould a certain sum of mon~y r~turn mo:e ~rofit by being 
cmployed in improving the ,land at pl:esent under ~ultIVa,tlOn, . or In Improving the 
barren bogs?-If you admIt, accordlllg to :'Ilr. ~ nnmo s eVldenc~, that. ~ou can 
iJri:l" bOlT land fr01l1 beinIT worth half-a-crown an acre to pay thIrty slnlhncrs an 
acrl'~ 1 d~ not think you co~ld make tbat ditTerence ill the I?rice at any cultivated ~nrl . 

. 35 14. Did you ever calculate what sum of money ll~lght be neccs~ary to put the 
land of Ireland into the same state, Ilith regard to fenclllg and other Improvements, 
as the land of England is in :-1 am not prepared to oay. ~ 

35 1 .'). HalT you ever seen the statel!lent made by Mr. Arthur.l. oung, in his 
work on Irehmd'?-I have read it, but I haVf~ not a correct recollectIOn of it. 

3516. How much, in your opinioll? I\ollk~lidt. require don farms, gfienerally speaking, 
in Ireland, to r,rovide proper far:lllng bUl, IllgS, an proper ences, gates and 
drainaITes 'I'ith reference to the ordmary qualIty of arable land ?,-I have made those 
calcul~tio;ls, but I havc not them upon my memory at present. 

351,. Could it Le done fur 7t. an acre :-1 should think for very considerauy 
less . 

. 351 S. \\'hat do you suppose would be the cost:- ,I am not preplred to answer 
that question; it is a calculation 'I'hich I went into some years ago as a matter of 
speculation, Lut 1 have never had an opportunity of applying it. 

3,) I 'I. Is not there a general ,,'ant ot capital amongst the farmers in Ireland:
They are without capital, except the graziers; there arc extensive graziers that are 
cXl'cccii'l!,!;h' rich mcn. 

:; ',2().' theil, in point of fact, as to farm buildings, fences, drainages, and intro
d"ci,:;,; a proper "yo(Clll of crops, all that is yct to be done in Ireland ?-All that is 
yet to be dune in Ireland, in the part I am in. 

3521. Have }(,u any return of the actual expense, and the profit to be derived 
fi-UIlJ improving the quality of the better soils, on English principles of agriculture, 
hy dividing and draining and erecting farm buildings ?-N one; ill Ireland J bave 
nCI'er had un upportunity of trying it. 

3:):22. ~\rc you of opinion that in case a proprietor ",hose land falls out of lease, 
and ,\'ho has had an opportunity of ~ctting rid, upon the principle you have 
described, of his extra tenantry, that that proprietor will materially increase his 
annual receipt of rents by the operation of such a change; you will understand this 
question as applying only to lands where the landlord and tenant are in immediate 
connection ?-At the present moment 1 believe he would lose rent. If merely tbe 
IlUUlucr of t(,!l~Ulb that I\'ere necessary for the cultivation of the land upon an im
proved pi inciple 'l'elT Jeft upon it, and' all the rest ,,,cre removed, in the first instance 
tbe land!ord would lose rent. The small tenantry in Ireland pay more rent than any 
regular iarmer would pay; and they pay it, not out of the produce of the land, but 
out of the produce of their labour in Ellgland. There is an unnatural rent paid to 
tlte laudlords in the part of the country I am in, "hich is not derived from the pro
duce ui' tlte land, and if those men werc now removed the landlord would lose rent. 
. :3,,):2:;. Althoug!l that oLservation may bc perfectly true in particular instances, it 
IS I~resumed that It docs not apply generally ?-l:ndoubtedly not; I speak merely 
<t,,; tar, as 11,1)' own knowledge goes; that certaillly does exist over a great part of the 
countIes ut ~Iayo, ltoscommon and Gu;way. 

3:;~-1· Tbe Committce are to understand that in those counties it is the almost 
lmil u,~d IUlJit of the poor class of lubourer~ to mi"rate into EnfYlallll for the purpose 
of obtaini:l;.!: wages during harvests :-It is, and tDey bring fro~ r:IJ~L.i!l1 money to 
pay Icnt tor land far beyond the rcal valLIe of tlmt land, and they actually pay that 
rent . 

. 35:::::;· c\rc. the rents paid with punctuality?-They are; those COIi~mOil tenantry 
"'Ill pay to ml(~d!e.mcll tlrenty silillings, thirty shillings, and even forty shilli~gs per 
acre tur the prIvIlege of building a cabin upon the skirts of a iJuc:, alld cullll'atmg 
the IW,l', themselves camin" the rent by their labour in EnITland. ~ 

:;') ::::",. And subsisting upon the fruits of the cultivation gf that bOQ:-Yes. 
:),)::::" })o~, not that i';"c~ic:~ pre~ent ureat obstruction to the im(Jrovcments you 

contemplate :-In the cLotrict immediately under my o\\n oboervation it would l1ut, 
~ecallse 1 lmow fe\',-, ~j any m,tanccs, of the hug being given to the tenant; there 
I~ an l":r'rcos rcscr~atlOn III the leaoe, of all uags and turbary; as filr as llly expe-
rIence c:()C, I know It doC's exist in other pl't(e5. ~ -

• : ;,~ - >:, "'ould not the circumstance ot t"usc ycrv small occupants l'a::in~ a great 
,,' ," I. ">: ': rent tiJan ti,e hrgcr farmers wOllld pay to their landlords, opcrilte \ ()ry. 
materIally to oustruct :1 change in the ,,-,tClll :_ Under the late circulllotallCc; 01 

. lrclaud 
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Ireland certainly; but the late Tenantry Act empowers the landlord to prevent their 
under-letting; it may nolV be stopped, ami in future that difficulty will be gradually 
removed. 

35 29. Then he prevents it by a present loss of income ?--Yes, if done too 
suddenly. 

3530 : Would not that rather operate as an obstruction to the improvement?
Certainly, until the population are prevented from under-letting land to each other. 

3531. Has not the practice of letting to small tenants been the practice of the 
middle-men, not of the landlords?-Certainly, but letting to middle ,men has bccn 
very general over that part of the country; I look upon that tu be the great cause 
of the increase of population over the whole of that district. Every young lad 
arriving at the age of ] 9 or 20, marries, and immediately builds a little cabin upon 
the skirt of a bog; he plants himself there, he rents a rood or two roods of land, 
which is sufficient to produce potatoes for his food, and he goes to England as soon 
as his potatoes are set, and he brings back li'om :, to (j guineas, with which he pays 
his rent, and provides himself with other necessaries. 

35;3::!. Then in point of fact, arc not the Committee to understand that those 
persons, though resident for a portion of the year in Ireland, derive the main part of 
their subsistence from England, to the prejudice of the English labourers ? __ . Dis
tinctly so; the landlords of Ireland derive rent from their tenants, in consefluence of 
that annual migration to England, beyond the value of the production of the land. 

3533. Although you state that it is ullder the operation of the system of middle
men that this arrangement of property has taken p!u.ce, are you not of opinion that 
it would be equally to the interest of the landlord, if he were in immediate relation 
to the sub-tenant, instead of the middle-man ;-Certainly; he i'i in lllany cases ill 
that immediate relation with the sub-tenant, for when the llliddle-lIHllI has surren
dered the land, or his lease is expired, the landlord has generally let the land to the 
existing tenants, and they have offered a higher rmt for the land, probably, tb"',11 all 
English farmer would gin; for it, in the contemplation of being able to place their 
children there, or to tale in additional tenants in tile manner mentioned above b', 
middle-men. . 

3534. Supposing the agricultural capital of Ireland were to increase considerably 
so that the farmers bolding from 30 to 40 acres and upwards had sufficient cnpital 
to cultivate their land upon an illlproved system, would not tbey be nble to pay 
a bigher rate of rent than the dC5cription of poor labourers you have just beeil 
describing?-If the systelll of large farllls "ere established ill Ireland, it "'Oldd 
require an outlay on the part of the landlord, or of the tenant, for the erection of 
buildings and offices for carrying on the cnltivation, and I believe that tlIC net rent 
received by the landlord, after the payment for the buildings, ,,'ould not Le greater 
than it is now; but a \'(~ry great deal more produce ,,'oultl be raised from tile land, 
which would go to improve the condition of the tenant, and relllunerate him for hi" 
outlay of capital, and for II is skill; the land 1I0uid produce a great de,,1 mOle than 
it does now. 

3535. Dnder tbe circumstance of an increased capital, either in the possession of 
the landlord and applied by him for the farmer, or in the possessioll of til(' f:Jnllcr, 
would it not, upon the "'hole, be more profitable to tbe landlonl to deal with those 
fanners, tban to deal with the description uf occupiers with which the landlord is 
now dealing:- Undoubtedly more produce would be raisecl frolll the land, and the 
landlord and the whole country would be gainers. 

3:;36. Then, on the whole, is not tbe real remedy which is to be looked to in 
o.rder to produce the general improvement of the country, altogether conllned to t.he 
sllnpl,e circumstance of an increase of the agricultural capital of the country r
I belIeve that that must be acc~npanied by capital disposed of in other \\;! Yo; 

I ,doubt whether agricultural capital could be llluch increased, till there is an illll;le
dlUte demand created in the neighbourhood by the establishment of manufactures 
and other concomitant circumstances. The whole condition of the country must 
il1l~rov.e, .in order to raise the agricultural part of society from the low cumlltioll ill 
willch It IS. 

3537· The question went rather to the effect of capital ,,,ben acquired, than to 
t~lC In~ans of acquiring it ?--Capital exists in the unemployed hands of the popula
tlOn! It requires only to be called into action by some such stimulus as Scot lund 
receIved a few years :.Jgo, or by a change in the political .circumstances, of tbe 
country. \\ hen once set in motion, capital "ill generate capItal, and fim] Its 0\\ II 

channels of employment. 
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3538. Do you fi,nd that the s.mall tenants who come .to ~ngl~~d fr~m J\fayo ~nd 
Hoscommon and Galway, ~eeh\l1;.!: labour, ah,aYs obtal11 laoo~1 III th!s coulltry~_ 
I believe there are many instances of their sulfel ing ext!'eme dIstr.ess tl'?m their not 
getting labour, but generally, the number that do obtal11 labour IS qUite sufficient 
to encourage numbers to go over every year. 

3539. J n many years, !s not the; dellla.,nd fo~ labour in this country so small, that 
those persons do not obtam elllplc'yment ~-l find, on t~le ~ontrary, that the number 
migratinrr to En<Tland increases every year from the dIstl'lCt that I am acquainted 
with; an"d though there are instances of individual distress, generally speaklllg, I be· 
lieve they bring more and more money from England every year. 

3540 . Then, under those circu?Jstances, th~ on~y a?vantage that the proprietor 
of land in Ireland is likely to derll'e from e.1111gratlOn, IS a be,tter state of society, 
and more tranquillity in the country ~--PrecIsely; ~nd SllP~OSlllg that no sources of 
employment arise for them in the cOll,n~ry, there IS one cIrcumstance II hich may 
perhaps be stated, as being a matter at fact, a part of those p,ersons come to LOlltilill 
every year, and they deposit in the hands of our la\\' agent 111 London any sarinos 
they 1{lav have to remit to their families, and in the case of one property those d~. 
posits have increased, tluring the eight years I have been in Irelund, from abollt 
four hundred a year to about ten or twelve hundred a year; but it is only a siliali 
portion of our migration tbat comes to London, the greater part go to the fens of 
Lincolnshire, and they bring the money home with tht'm. 

3541. Could you inform the Committee as to the average number of labourer., 
so emigrating ti'om the three counties you have mentioned :-1 have no means 
whatever of doing that. I am now making a list of the population of one propert),; 
I have gone on to the extent of 23,771 Irish acres, and I find a population of 
upwards of 18,535 souls upon it. 

354:2. Is that population all agricultural?-Yes, there is 110 manufacture except 
a little linen; thi, is arable and mountain land, exclusi\'e of deep bogs. 

3 .• 43. Are there allY towns or villages included in that?-The cabins are congre· 
gated into little villagES, but there is nothing in the shape of tOllns on the lands over 
which this enumeration has reached. 

3544. You omit all bog in that estimate ;-1 omit all red bog, but it includes a 
great deal of grouse-shooting mountain, over which cattle graze. 

3.-;4'). Do you exclude any bog from which the subsistence of that population is 
in part derived ?-I think not; I think it is all measured, except the red bog. 

3546. What is the general character of the buildings and of the furniture in the 
dwellings ?-The most miserable conceivable; they have sods or mud cabin with a 
thatch, as low and bad as it is possible to exist in. 

354i· Can you describe to the Committee the character and situation of the 
people occupY,rng that ~istrict :-Te~ants occupying five or six acres of land! lil'e in 
tolerable com tort ; the nouses are blllit of stOlle, with a thatched roof; the mIserable 
state of caLins which 1 rlescriLe is applicaLle to their under-tenants generally, who 
are very numerous. 

354::;· Is not all the ground held by such persons applied to the production of 
their own food ?-It is. 

354')· And they consume the entire of that produce, generally speaking 1-,When 
they have only one or tll'O roods or an acre, there is no doubt tbat they do" and 
proLably more than that, and the rest of their food and their rent is provider! tor by 
the money they have earned in England. 

3550. Would it not be quit~ impossible for them to produce any rent out ~f ~he 
gr?u~ld they actually occupy, masmuch as they consume all the produce of 1t.
Dlstmctly so. 

3.15 1 • Be~ond. that t~ey have to seek some other food, and they have to seek all 
the means ot payIng theIr rent by some extra resource ~-Generally tbey bave land 
enough to. produ.ce p~tatoes for the food of their family; I do not think they ofteu 
spend theIr eanungs 11l the purchase of food, except in case of failure of crop, or 
the very smallest holdings. 

,:J !.i 2. If me~ns were \aken in Scotland and England to make the ingress. of 
Il'I~iJ labourers II1to those countries less easy than it nuw is, what would be the eRect 
of t~at upo~ the state of society in that country ~-Every decrease. in t.be number 
~Olmng to ~ngland ea.:h year would add to the probability of stan'atlOn III l~eland, 
al~d SUPposll1g the egress to ?e enti~ely precluded, my opinion is that ~tarvatlOn and 
f,U/lire of rent would be the Immediate consequenct'. 

lI53- 1h 
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. 3553. Do not you conceive that by the removal of a considentble number of 
families from an over-peopled farm, an acreable rent of the landlord would neces
sarily rise ?--So long as they exi~t upon the farm, they contrive, by means to 'l1e 
inexplicable, to pay the rent; but If the extra means are taken away, the landlord 
loses his rent altogether. 

3.554. Would that ground become productive to him by the removal of the poor 
family?-Certainly, if the land were to be cultivated by a capitalist. 

3555. Therefore the production of the return to the landlord would be exactly in 
.proportion to the removal of the families that now consume the produce ?-Under 
the supposition that all external means of paying the rent were taken away, certainly 
that would be the case. If the means of earning money in England to pay the rent 
were taken away from them, they must eat up the whole produce of the land, and no 
rent would remain. 

3556. Suppose an estate of a thousand a year, estimated value, were altogether 
divided into small portions, which formed the allotments of pauper families, and that 
the population on it consumed the entire produce, would not it be altogether unpro
ductive to the landlord, except some other means existed for the payment of the rent 
than the ground itself?-Certainly. 

35.)7. In case of those means being llithdrawn, it would be more to the interest 
of that proprietor to remove those parties, and place five or six farmers in their stead, 
than to retain them ?-Certainly. 

3558. Do you not conceive that the most effective remedy for the evil which 
exists, would be the transfer of a great proportion of this pauper population to some 
other situation, where they may be rendered comfortable and prosperous ?-Cer
tainly, to other situations and employments in Ireland. 

Jm;is, 10° die .Jiaii, 1827. 

R. J. WILMOT HORTON, ESQUIRE, 
IN THE CHAIn. 

John Leslie Foster, ESfJ. a Member of the Committee; further Examined. 

3559. WHAT is your opinion with respect to the disposition of the Irish pro
prietors to contribute to any system of emigration ?-I think there are many Irish 
proprietors who would be disposed to contribute towards the expense of sending 
away their olVn tenants; but I beg to repeat, that I think their disposition would 
be very much influenced by whatever opinion they might forlll as to the reasonable
ness or unreasonableness of the terms offered to thelll by Government. 

3560. You are aware that it is stated in evidence, that a family of five pErsons 
may be removed to the Korth American Colonies at an expense certainly not exceed
ing 151., that is, 31. per cent; do you think they could be induced to incur the whole 
of that expense?-I think the principle by which they would be determined would 
be, a comparison between the expense of the terms proposed by the Government, 
and the expense at which proprietors are nolV actually able to accomplish the same 
object. From my neighbourhood, in the county of Louth, three ve:-sds have sailed 
during the present spring; the terms of passage in them were, 4/. lOS. to New 
York. and about 2/. 10,1'. to Quebec. Some landlords have assisted individuals 
in going upon those terms. NolV unless the Government should offer sl1ch terms as 
would accomplish some saving to them, th"y would be as well pleased to attain the 
end in their own way, by simply giving the money to the individuals. They never 
woul~ contribute to the Government more than what they should feel and know by 
expenence to be sufficient for the object. 

35~1. ~he question was intended to be confined to their consenting to the expense 
of e~lgratlOn, not undf'r the direction of Government, but to be accomplished in any 
way Il1 which they could accomplish it ?-I know some instances in which proprie
tors are now giving at tbe rate of 3t. to assist individuals in emigration; and I wish 
to add, that many thousand individuals in the county of Louth would most grate
fully ~ccept that amount, upon ~he terms of immediately employing it in ~oi.ng to 
Amenca, and taking all chances for what might there befal them. A maJonty of 
those who have already emigrated from that part of Ireland in .this year, had not 
each of them so much as I t. in their pocket, after paying for their passage. I have 
made .a good deal of inquiry upon the subject. 

3562. Do YOIl mean to our North American Colonies, or to the United States? 
550. U 1I -Their 
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-Their general preference at prese?t is for New York; ~1Ut. the~ are very. im
perfectly informed as t? the ~omparatlve. advantages of t~e dlffclent hnes of emigra-
tion, and would be easily gUided by advice upon the sU~Ject. . 

3SG3. You are aware that Mr. Robinson, the superllltendent of the Insh emi
grants who went out in 1825, is now returned to. thiS country, a.nd he has brought 
over the most satisfactory account of the pro,penty of those eml.grants ?--:-Yes. 

35 ti4. It is universally admitted that the prosper!ty of those emigrants aflSes from 
the degree of government-assistance ~hey have receIVed, and although they wer~ not 
called on by the terms of their locatIOn to make ~ny return, no doubt ca? eX.lst as 
to their capability of doing so if such. terms ~ere. Imposed upon the~, whl~h It .was 
not thought worth while to impose I~I the fi~st IIls.tance, as t~le earher emlgratlolls 
were to be considered purely as expenments, III whIch the emlgrallt volunteered the 
chance of failure. Supposing it were to be made known general.ly. throu.ghout ~relalld, 
that any emigrant, duly approved by the G?vernment, ~nd recelVlng a tIcket at ~ppro
bation, should, on his arrival at any port III the colomes, a.nd on the presentatIOn of 
such ticket, become entitled to a "rant of land, and to assIstance of the nature that 
was afforded to the settlers unde~ Mr. Robinson, until a year or a year and a half 
should elapse, when his own independence might be secured; supposing that 
the different items ,,,hich this assistance involved were to be explained, their prices. 
and all circumstances connected with them, and that the emigrant was to make 
himself personally liable, as well as the land which he received, for the payment of 
interest upon the money advanced after the termination of seven years; thus, for 
example, if 60 I. was the sum necessary for affording the emigrant, who is supposed 
to have a family consisting of a wife and tbree children, precisely that character and 
extent of assistance which was sufficient, and only sufficient, to give him a chance 
of obtaining early independence; do you think that an Irish pauper emigrant, after 
all this explanation, would he disposed to bind himself to pay 3/. ] 2 s. per annum 
at the expiration of seven years, which would be six per cellt (the common rate of 
colonial interest) upon the 60/. advanced to him in the first instance, he having the 
option of paying that sum in money or in monies worth, that is, in the produce of bis 
!arm ?-There can be no doubt whatever of tbe emigrant's extreme readiness to enter 
mto such an engagf>ment; it would aflord a strong additional stilllulus, if such were 
wanted, to induce him to emigrate; the only difficulty of the Government would he, 
how to deal with the multitude of applications. The peasantry are at this moment 
quite ready to go, and take all chances of what may await them on the other side, 
if the mere means of passage were afforded; how much stronaer, then, would be 
their desire if you superadd the inducements enumerated in the "question. 

3.56,;. It has been stated in evidence before this Committee, and has been con
firmed by all the colonial witnesses without a single exception, that althougb the 
progressive demand for labour has in most instances secured advantages to those 
who ha~e gone. over to the colonies without any capital of their own, for the purpose 
of offering their labour, yet, that if the number of those persons were to exceed that 
average amount which arrives in the colonies from year to year, the inevitable con
:,eq~ence wo~ld be the depreciation of the wages of labour, and consequent pre
Judice to the mte;est. of .the ~ar~ies so arriving; do you think, therefore, that there 
would be any o~JectlO'.I1\l pnnclple to allow persons to make their choice between 
the tl\'O alternatIv~s, either to go out upon their own resources, without any pledge 
of government asslstallce or claim of demandinrr it or previous to their leaving the h b , , 

mot .er <:ountr~, to apply un~er the sanction of such regulations as might be made 
f?r tickets, w~lch. would entllle them to this loan upon the terms previously men
tIoned ? -I thmk It would ?e an excellent course; depend upon it, you will not want 
for claimants, how m~ny tiCkets soever you may issue. Further, many thousands of 
the unsuccessful candlda~e~ for tickets will go upon all hazards. 

3566. ~re you of opmlOn that any machinery could be employed, more simple
than ,~hat !S suggested !n that proposition ~_ I possess no information as to the sta~e 
of SOC!~ty 11~ the colomes, exc~pt what I have derived from the proceedings o~ thiS 
Comm~ttee, as far as I;e!and IS cOllcerued, the machinery would be very sutlicle~t. 

35? ,. ~re ~ou of opmlOn that under a certain degree of encouragement the ude 
?f emlgratlO'.I trom Ireland would flow into the North American colonies rather than 
mto t~e U IlIted States ?-If the encouracrement afiorded in the Nor;h American 
colomes h ld b . t' ." d .. s. au e m act supenor or even equal to that which the United States un er 
e~lsttllg Circumstances afford, the peasantrv of Ireland would soon discover it, mld 
~ ey wo~ld then prefer the North American colonies· at present they have a general 
lmpres<lOn th t th ... , 68 - a e vlcmlty of New York affords a surer market tor their labour. 

35 . In the earlier part of your evidence you were asked whether the proprietors 
who 
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who might be interested in Emigration would prefer raising the money for the 
purpose of assisting the emigrants themselves, or uy consenting to an annuity charge 
upon the land, upon which there would be no difficulty in raising the money neces
sary?-I think the proprietors would prefer advancing the money payment in all 
cases where they are able. 

3'i69. Supposing it were deemed expellient for the Legislatu:'e to phSS a law 
enablin17 property to be charged with an annuity, for the express purpose of raisin17 
a fund tor the purpose of assisting the extra tenants upon the several estates t~ 
emigrate, do you think there would be found any inconvenience in repaying such 
annuity, so as to make a transmission of it to this country unattended with any com
plication or difficulty r-I should apprehend considerable practical difficulties in the 
way of such a plan. I am not aware at present what machinery you contemplate 
for the collection of the annuity; I assume that you do not propose it in any case 
without the const>nt of the proprietors. 

3570 • Suppose, without the least refercnce to accuracy as to the amount, but for 
the mere purpose of illustrating the principle, that upon an annuity of 11. charged 
upon an estate in Ireland, the sum of 20/. could ue raised, such sum of 20/. to be 
applied for the purposes of emigration; if any county in Ireland were charged with 
'1.00/. per annum of those annuities, 4,000 t. would be raised for that rate of annuity; 
are you of opinion that any machinery could be employed within the county, under 
which those annuities might be levied, and transmitted in one integral sum to this 
country, for the purpose of being applied in liquidation of the interest of such money 
raised :-If an annuity were charged upon one or more townlands with such dis
tinctness as to make it certain to the collector what land was to be resorted to, the 
ordinary machinery for the collection of the county rates might be applied, and the 
money might ue transmitted through the county treasurer to the Government; but 
I must beg to add, that I should apprehcnd ;!reat preliminary difficulties in definillg 
the lands to be charged with the particular annuities. 

357 I. The question supposcs the case of proprietors of land who make application 
to Government to a~oist in the emigration of their tenantry; might not the property 
of those proprietors be distinctly charged with this anlluity, to be levied in the 
luanner you suggest ? -The thing may not be impossible, but there are obvious 
difficulties. You must take care that ;\ shall not charge the estate of B in 
order to get rid of his, A's tenants; 1\ must therefore satisfy either the G:wernment 
or the county that he is the proprietor of the land which he proposes to charge; now 
if there is to be a solicitor to put A upon his proof of title, proprietors will not en· 
counter either the trouble or expense. On the other hand, without some strict in
vestigation, I do not see how partir:ular lands can ue charged with annuities for the 
emicrration of particular cottier tenants. 

3572. f\Jight not, in this supposed instance of 200l. a-year, the general countv 
rate be char~ed to that amount, cOunter security being taken by the county against 
the individual propriet0rs whose lands by the terms of the proposition would be
come chargeable fOf this annuity? This question i~ put under the supposition that 
the county generally would feel it to he to their interest to effect this removal of the 
population, although they might object to the county rate being permanently charged 
with any expense for that purpose; therefore all that would be asked of them would 
be to supply the machinery of transmitting to Government the annuity necessary, 
taking themselves the counter security of the individual property pledged for that 
payment ?-The county machinery would work sufticiently for the purpose of col
lecting the money, if it were once satisfactorily charged; the whole difficulty would 
consist in the original charging of the annuity upon the land. The proprietor must 
satisfy either the Government or the COUllty that he is the proprietor of the land he 
proposes to tax, and he must mark it out by metes and bounds. I will state a case, 
and not a fanciful one: There is a large townland, which is divided amongst three 
proprietors in fee, whom we will call A, '}3, and C. A lives upun his share of the land, 
and is willing to get rid of a portion of his surplus population; B is an absentee 
living in London, who neither knows nor cares any thing about the matter; and C 
is a country gentleman mistrustful of your whole proceeding. Here you must take 
care that A shall not for his purposes be allowed to charge the property of Band 
C; you must in your machinery afford a security to Band C against such a result, 
and you must also afford to the county a security that their officers shall n(lt be 
cng~ged in suits with I3 and C, for attempting to levy the money off the land. 
I Will now put another case existinrr in tbf\ adjoinincr townland: A IS the tenant in 
fee of it; he has set it for lives ren~wable for ever tg B, who has set it for lives re
newable for ever to C, who has set the half of it for lives renewable for ever to D, ' 
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and the other half of it on determinable leases to a variety of tenan~s, D has again 
set a portion of his share to E, who has subset to a nUl?lber of mIserable cottiers. 
I think this state of facts may suggest to the. CommIttee, the danger that 'any 
machinery hastily devised might create a gea~ varIety of questIOns among, the persons 
interested in that townland, and endless dIsputes between the occuple~s a?d the 
collectors of the tax. The diffit:ulty would be greatly enhance~ by thIs cIrcum· 
stance that the levv must be made by the county from the occupIers, but the ulti. 
mate ~harge must "fall upon the individual la~dlord who grants the annuity, The 
receipt of the collector must therefore be good It1 the hands of the ,tenant agamst such 
landlord, and against him only, ,I apprehend,the,greatest ,co,nfu~lOn would ensue. 

35i3, At present, the Committee ~re c?nsldenng the dlstlt1ct.101J between money 
raised at once for the purposes of emigratIOn, and money chalged upon the pro
perty; would not the objection you have stated apply equally to mo~ey, raised at 
once ?-No. I can imagine any of the p~rsons abov~ ref~rred to wl~hlt1g t? get 
rid of some particular tenant from th,e portIOn of ~and In whIch he was Immediately 
interested, and willing at the same time to contribute a s~lall sum of money once 
for all towards effecting it; no future question could be raised. , 

35i4, In the sort of legislation that is contemplated in these questIOns, the con
sent of the county to make itself responsible for a t:ertain annuity in proportion to' 
the capital advanced, is, as you are aware, the basis of the ,,,hule proposition, and 
that consequently whatever difficulties might occur as arising out of the nature of 
the pruperty, claims upon that property llIust be considered by the county in the first 
instance before any proposition could be made, and the only effect of those difficu
ties would be 1.0 make the application of this system absolutely impracticable in the 
cases of the condition of property which have oeen represented in the answer you 
have given to the Committee, but it would not supersede the contribution of a direct 
sum, 1101' would it ;n any degree prevent the application of the annuity system tl) 
properties which do not happen to be equally complex ?-I think in some instances 
the annuity plan might work beneficially; but I am afraid it would be deceiving 
ourselves to hope that such would be the case very generally, 

35i 5, Although it might not be generally applicaole, the question would arise, 
whether it would not be a means of assistance, \yhich it would be worth while to make 
a subject of calculation, with a view to producing all the good that can be prodtJced 
by this measure ;--It could do no harm to provilie the option, always assuming 
that this taxation of property should be the voluntary act of the proprietor. 

3576, Then to recapitulate, the proposition would stand thus, That the annuity 
which was necessary to justify the loan of capital for this purpose, should be 
guaranteed by the county upon the county rate generally, so as to separate the Go
vernment from the details of collection; the county would of course refuse to 
guarantee such a sum upon the county rate, unless it cuuld satisfy itself of the 
security of the individual property pledged for that annuity, it would therefore be 
the judge of the means and the facilities of levvinO' it in every particular instance. 
The only question i~, whether that machinery i; or"'is nut more than might be ~x
pee ted, under the cIrcumstances of the case, from the counties of Ireland I-I thmk 
there would be found a great indisposition in grand juries to say that the matter 
~as ma~e so c~ear to them th~t t~ey w?uld like to undertake the duty; but suppos
Illg particular IIIstances to eXIst 111 whIch proprietors should satisfy tbe county, I 
thlllk there ,would be no ,risk to the county in the share of the operation which you 
propose ~o It, If there IS a definite portion of the county clearly made subject to 
the annUIty, the county could throuO'h their officers collect that sum' but I cannot 
give that an~wer witho,ut repeating, that I am afraid that the prelimil;ary operation, 
of the propnetors conllng to an aureement with the county would be found in prac-
tice extremely difficult." , 

3~ii' You ",ill pl~ase to understand that these questions contemplate distinctly 
that m case of any difficulty or failure in the payment of the annuity, the county 
should be generally charge~ble,~o that the deficiency might not fall upon Govern
ment but upon the county l~se1t r-If the annuity should be once well and clea~ly 
chllrge,d upon a ~efined p,or~lOn of Ian?, you need not contemplate the failu,re of Its 
collectIOn ,; the dIfficulty IS III the preliminary step, of defining what land IS to be 
mad~~s~bJect to the paYI?ent supposed by the question. 

,3::>, S, It may not be Irrelevant to state here, that whereas it would cost a pro
p,netor, between three and ~our pounds per head for the removal of any emigrants 
flom,hls prop~rty, an annUIty of between 3 8• and 38. 6d, for sixty years would be 
s~~cIent to raise the sum of 41" and that the difference between those two propo
sItions suggests the reason why many lJl'oprietors might prefer to have their property 

charged 
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charged so small an amount in the nature more or less of a perpetual rent-charge, 
rather than to incur the inconvenience of advancing the money at once, this being 
of course applicable to cases where the removal of many emigrants is contemplated? 
-I think, however, that more per~ons would be disposed to advance the 4/. than to 
incur the annual charge of the annuity; nothing is more common already than for 
landlords to make much greater pecuniary sacrifices, in order to get rid of their 
surplus population; not merely arrears of rent are forgiven, but the potatoe crop is 
frequently made a present of, and even money is sometimes given by the landlord, 
to induce the cottier tenant to give up possession quietly. Now, if an opportunity 
should be afforded, whereby the landlord could hold forth to the tenant that he was 
sending him to improve his condition, and not, as at present, turning him destitute 
upon the world, I cannot but anticipate that such negociations would become much 
more frequent, and be attended with the best, instead of the worst of feelings, on the 
part of the peasantry towards their superiors. 

3579. You are aware that the emigrants of 1824 and 18:25 were selected upon 
the principle of their being paupers, and of their being within certain ages, and in 
certain proportions as to families, in the proportion of a man, a woman and three 
children to each family, taking one with the other; consequently, under the suppo
sition of emigration being carried to any extent, the same limitations would be 
imposed upon future emigrants, in those respects, that were imposed upon thQse 
already sent; it may be presumed that the preference would be given to those 
paupers who lI'ere removed from the lands of proprietors, and ,,·hose removal involved 
palpably an improvement in the management of such properties, there necessarily 
would be a limitation to the nnmbers which could by possibility be shipped by Govern
ment, and the progressive improvement of the property wonld manifestly be the 
principal qualification for the recommendation of thO!;e emigrants; do you consider, 
under those circumstances, that any practical difficulties would arise in Ireland in 
their selection, or can you suggest any additional principles which would prevent 
any confusion or inconvenience arising upon that score?-The greatest practical 
difficulty would arise from the competition to obtain a ticket entitling the bearer to 
a Canadian estate. I collect from these questions, that you propose Government to 
undertake all the charge of location in the colony, and that you propose for the Irish 
proprietors only to defray the passage across the Atlantic; it appears to me a clear 
and most desirable division of the expense; the mere cost of the passage is noll' not 
above 2/. lOS., it ,,-ill probably become still less; the provisions will make no 
serious addition, the neighbours and relations of the pauper emigrant do and will 
contrive to contribute potatoes for his sea-store, and it is in evidence how much more 
healthy an Irish pauper emigrant arrives in the colonies "hen so provisioned, than 
with the more cxpensi,-e fare which was provided for him in the late experiments. 
Many landlords will be found to contribute: the mere expense of passage, and be 
assured, that still more frequently e\en the poorest tenants will contrive, by subscrip
tion among their friends and in other way~, to provide it for themselves. 

:3580. These questions are necessarily put to you without any authority, under 
the supposition of the Committee contemplating a recommendation upon the subject 
by Parliament. If the preference were to be given, as has been stated, to the emi
grants proceedillg from properties ,,-hich are in future to be subjectrd to an im
proved system of management, it would be necessary that security should be given 
on the part of the proprietors to furnish the funds for the removal of those emigrants 
upon the terms prescribed by Government, as a preliminary to any application for 
the Government ticket for the emigrant upon his arrivai in the colony; that circum
stance alone would prescribe a limitation, for it would be priority of application, or 
rather the fulfilment of the terms proposed, which would necessarily regulate the 
selection, and whenever the number of emigrants exceeded the means of the Go
vernment to receive them, of necessity there would be a period put to the emigration 
for that particular year ?-The necessity of providing in the first instance for the ex
pense of passage would of course afford some check to the number of applications; 
you would still have more than you could provide for. 

3581. Suppose such tenant received the sanction of such authority as might be 
devised, under a system for the guaranteeing those circumstances which are neces?ary 
to qualify the family as of candidates ?-Probably the machinery ofth~ Pe~ty S.ess~ons 
would be found the most available for that purpose, if magistrates mIght II1qUJre II1to 
all t~1e circumstances of the candidates, and certify Accordingly to the proper au
thOrIty who shall have the disposal of the tickets. 

3582. Have you ever turned your attention to the reclaiming of the waste lands 
of Ireland, as connected with the employment of the poor ?-I once served .u\?on 
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a commission to inquire into the practicability of reclaiming the bogs of Ireland, 
and I have a ,reneral recollection of the result. 

3583. Wilt you be good enough to inforn.l the COl.nmittee the general process 
that takes place in tbe settlement of paupers m tbe neIghbourhood of one of th?se 
bogs ?-Settlement it can hardly be called; a pauper often takes posseSSIOn 
of a spot upon the bog, and builds a bouse o~ sods, perhaps of the valu~ of 
twenty or thirty shillings, he pays no rent,. and subsIsts there as mIserably as possIble, 
partly upon alms and partly by depredatIOn. . . 

3584. What was the opinion give.n ~)y the engmeers, at the perIod you refer t?~ "~ith 
respect to the practicability of reclalml~g those waste lands, and the expense ot It~
The Commissioners employed ten engmeers, who surveyed. and too~ the levels of al
most all the borrs of Ireland, and reported upon the expenments hItherto made lor 
tbeir reclamatio~ ; tbey suggested a variety of processes for tbe purpose, which are 
to be found at large in the Reports. These volumes are much s?u&ht for ~ their 
sale price is now 1:2 guineas. I remem~er there wa~ a remarka.ble cOIncIdence ~n the 
view5 of the engineers, as to the pecumary temptatIOn that eXIsted to engage In the 
work; they all seemed to expect a return of trom ten to fi.fteen per cent per annum 
for tbe money tbat should be laid out, whetber the expendlt.ur~ shoul~ be. one pound 
or twenty pounds per acre. I beg here tu advert to a prejudIce whIch IS very pre
valent, but II holly witbout foundation: It is sup~ose? that in th~ event of tlie 
improvement of the bogs, the country would b.e lett WIthout a sufficle~t s~pply of 
fuel j on the contrary, \\"e should not merely denve the advantage of culuvatmg their 
surface, but increase their capability of supplying fuel many hundred fold. .Fuel 
can at present be obtained only from the edges of the bogs, the wetness of their 
interior renders it unavailable tor the purpose, but if once drained, fuel might be 
obtained from every part of them j and it is a great mistake to suppose that the 
drainage of a bog would impair its qualities for fuel, on the contrary it would 
operate as the greatest possible improvement, and that not merely at the time 
it was effected, but at all future periods, and in a degree progressively increasing. 

3585. What were the obstacles that prevented the realization of such a plan~
The obstacles are not of a financial or agricultural, but of a legal nature. In the 
present state of the law it is in vain to expect that tbe bogs of Ireland ever can be 
extensively improved. The proprietors who have estates on the terra firma adjoin
ing to the bog are the proprietors in fee of the bog also, but the boundaries between 
their properties are not marked out within it; it is admitted that a line of division 
between their estates must be of rigbt traceable somewhere in the interior of the 
bog, but, owing to the unprofitable nature of its surface, thev have never been at 
t?e trouble of defining it. A still more serious obstacle, ho"~ever, arises from the 
fights of the tenants against their landlords j the tenants upon the contiguous terra 
firma are usually entitle~, n?t merely to turbary upon the erlge of the bog, but to a 
summer pasture upon Its mterior. The share of each tenant in the turf bank 
wbich constitutes the bOllndary of the boo is accurately defined, but witb respect to 
tbe summer pasture in the interior of thg bog the case is different j each pf these 
tenant~ h~s gene.rally.a rif\bt to a certain proportion of summer. past~re, co
extensl\:e In duratIOn WIth I11S lease of the terra firma, and they turn l1l theIr cattle 
!o prOVIde for. themselves a scanty subsistence, often at the risk of being lost 
m the quagmIre j each tenant turns in his cattle on the part contiguous to his. 
far~, a~d w~en hung.er tempts them to wander further, reciprocal convt;nience 
forbIds I!S bemg co~sldered as. a trespa~s. Now, altbough the tenant's rIght of 
pastu.re In the bog IS of very lIttle present value to him, yet, if the landlord were 
to WIsh .to ~ake tb~ bog. valuable by reclaiming it, the tenant would immediately 
set u.p hIS ngh~ agamst hIm, .and which rigbt would become valuable just in pro
portIon to the mtended exertIOns of the landlord. Tberefore matters thus stand; 
!he ten~~t. will not i~prove the bog, owing to the shortness of his term and the 
ImpOSSIbIlIty of defimng. the bounds and limits of his property, nor yet has ~e 
landlord the po~e.r to effect the object if he were so disposed, because the tenant IS 
both able and wIlImg to prevent him . 

. 3586. Would y?u be disposed to agree with the opinion which was giren at that 
tIme, tb~t supposmg all impediments of a legal nature were removed from tI.e 
ff~clamdtlOn. ot the bogs, that capital employed in such reclamation would be 
rewarded th . . . WI an IIlterest of from ten to fifteen per cent ?-l cannot doubt It, 
seeIn~ that so many able and imellioent persons, after years of consideration and 
expenence have c I tl' k'" h' . , orne, lin una1llmously, to t at opInIOn. 

3587· Do you see any insurmountable objections to a law being pa;scll, Ull?er 
wblCh 
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v ... hich some svstem of adjustment might take place, by which the relative interests 
of the parties "might be secured, so as not to interfere in the reclamation of those 
wastes ?-It woufd be a matter of very considerable difficulty to frame an Act ade
quate to the purpose; but 1 am far from thinking it would be impossible. 

3588. Have you seen a Bill, which was introduced two sessions ago, intended for 
that purpose ?-The Bill was shown to me; I have seen two or three such Bills. 

3589. Did it appear to you that that Bill would be effectual for the purposes 
for which it was intended ?-- I have now only a general recollection of its provisions; 
I am certain that 1 thought the Bill would effect some good; but my present im
pression is, that I did not think it would attain its object fully; I thought it also 
more arbitrary in some of its provisions than was either necessary or admissible; 
I would force parties to consent to a division of property, but I would carry com
pulsion no farther. 

3590. Supposing it to be the object of a landlord at the present moment, or the 
landlords of adjacent estates, to effect a division of their estates, what proceeding 
must they have recourse to, to effect their purpose?-They may go into the court of 
Chancery for a commission of perambulation, with a certainty of nothing but the 
expense that will attend the experiment; and even after having done so, they could 
not advance anotber step, owing to the rights of their own tenants. It is the last 
which constitute the real practical impediment. 

3591. Do not the difficulties to which YOll have adverted with respect to the 
division of bog lands, also apply to marsh lands, with reference to keeping up banks 
to prevent the inundation of rivers?-They do; but the marshes of Ireland are very 
insignificant in point of extent, when compared with the bogs. 

3.592. Can you inform the Commitee the estimated extent of the bogs ofIreland ? 
-The bogs of Ireland are divisible into two great classes: flat red bogs, and the 
peat-covering of the mountains. It was ascertained by the Commissioners that 
there were of the flat red bogs, 1,576,000 English acres; and of peat-covering 
reclaimable mountains, 1,355,000 English acres; making an aggregate of 2,831,000 
English acres. 

3.593. You have stated that the tenants have a particular claim of pasturage upon 
those bogs; do you not imagine that those claims might be estimated in a money 
value, upon an average?-If proper regulations were adopted for the purpose, I am 
sure they could. 

3594. If that were the case, tbat would facilitate any arrangement under which 
a reclamation of those bogs could be contemplated ?-It would constitute one of the 
most important parts of any legislative machinery that might be employed for the 
purpose of facilitating the reclaiming of the bogs. 

3595. Do you think there 1V0uid be any difficulty in adjusting the divisions of 
property in the interior of the bogs, which adjustment you state, from there being 
so little value attached to this sort of property, has never yet taken place ?-There 
must be SOllIe adequate authority provided for perambulation; and in the nature of 
arbitration, if proper persons were selectf'd, I am not aware of any case in nhich 
they would have much difficulty in deciding. 

3596. Supposing those two circumstances to be provided for, and the consent of 
a sufficient number of parties to justify the compubory consent of the remainder, 
would there appear to be any serious impediment in tile framing of a lal\' for that 
purpose ?-I should think not; it has always been my opinion that it would be an 
excellent measure to attempt. 

3597. Whatever advantages migbt result to individuals, or to Ireland generally, 
from the reclamation of their waste lands, are you of opinion that such an extent of 
e.mployment could be afforded to the pauper population of Ireland, under tbe con
tmgency of such reclamation, as in any degree to restore the proportion of the 
supply of labour to the demand, in tbe manner which is contemplated under a system 
of emigration ?-Most certainly not, even if you could suppose a reclamation of the 
bogs to be attempted to-morrow. 

3598. Supposing that those 2,800,000 acres of bog land were brought i~to a 
state of cultivation, that circumstance would involve the employment of a conSider
able number of labourers for that purpose ?-Of course to a considerable extent; but 
I apprehend tbat the bog, wben reclaimed, would be principally em~loyed for me.adow 
~nd pasture j i do not apprehend that it would be much used a? tIllage, a p~rtl.on of 
It would; rape, and some green crops, are found to answer particularly well mIt. 

3:i99· Does not hemp grolV well on bog land ?-I have always heard that it \I ould, 
but I have never had an opportunity of seeing it. 
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Petel" Robinson, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

Peter Robinson, 3~00. WHEN did you return from Upper Callada ?-On the 24:th of April last. 
Esq. 3001 . You superintended the Irish emigrants, who were sent out m the years I ~~3 
~ and 1825?-ldid. . 

10 ~lay, 3602. "'ill you give to the CommIttee a connected statement of wh.at bas oc-
1827. curred, since your being authorized by Govern.ment to un?crtake the supenntendence 

of this Emigration of 1 ~25, to the present pe:lOd ?-Havmg been appomted to select 
and take charge of a limited number of emIgrants from the south of Ireland, and 
settle them in tbe province of U prer Canada, I lef~ London on the ~th of April 
1825, and reached MichelstO\ln, m the c?unty o~ Cork, on the 12th. From thIs 
date to the 23d of May I wa~ employed I.n selectmg 'person~, agreea~ly to my!n
structions, superintending theIr embarkatIOn, and dlschargll1g th.e ~I~erent shIps 
employed in tbeir transportat~on. To c~lOose about tllO thousand m~lvlduals out?f 
fifty thousand who were anxIOus to emIgrate, was fou~d a ~ery dIfficult a~d m 
many cases an ungrateful task; and although I was assIsted m the most friendly 
and zealous manner by the noblemen, magistrates, an.d. respectable gentlemen of 
the baronies from which they ,,'ere taken, the utmost VIgIlance became necessary to 
pre'lent imposition. In ma~ing my selecti?n, I gave ,each man (head o~ a family) 
after being approved, a certIficate, ami retamed a dUP.hcate; a .method wh!ch I found 
on trial to be a much better plan than merely keepmg a regIster of theIr names in 
a book. In a few instances, persons holding these certificates sold them to others 
who were perhaps still more dp.sirous of emigrating, and whose families nearly 
corresponded in age and number to their own; but I believe in no instance did the 
deception succeed. The surgeon of each transport had orders to report as soon 
as he had received his complement of settlers on board; on which I proceeded to 
the ship, and mustered them all on the main deck; the hatches were then closed 
except one, where, in the presence of the surgeon and master, I took the original 
certificates, which had been given over by the head of each family to the surgeon 
at the time of his embarkation, and from these, after comparing them with the dupli
cates in my own possession, I called over the names of each individual belonging 
to the diffp.rent families, and Ilhen I was satisfied they were of the age and descrip
tion given in by the father, and that no imp05ition had been practised, they were 
sent between-decks. In choosing the emigrants, the instructions, that they should be 
small farmers, able to make good settlers, and without the means of supporting 
themselves in Ireland, WEre scrupulously adhered to. It was of great importance 
to me, that in selecting the persons deemed most proper to emigrate, I was assisted 
by the neighb?uring noblemell, magistrates and gentry, because, notwithstanding 
every precautIOn, murmurs were heard, and accusations were made. These 
wer~ the more difficult to remove or answer, because they seldom . descen~ed t? 
partIcular cases, but were so conducted as to produce a (feneral ImpreSSIOn, If 
not contradicted, that the emigrants selected wore the e~terior appearance at 
least of having been exempted from that distress which t.heir removal from the 
co~nt~y was intEnded to remedy, and consequently that they were not the de
sCriptIOn of persons whom it was the intention of Parliament to relieve. It 
was fortunate that thes~ things came to my ears before I left Ireland, as it 
afforded me an opportulllty of submitting my Inslructions to several gentlemen of 
the first respectablhty and .honour, who could not be sllpp()sed in any way inte.rested, 
and who ~lad an .oppor!umty, by personal inspection and inquiry. to ascertalll how 
far these mstr~;:tton5 had i!,0ve~"ntU my conduct; I therefore a pplied to the ."I,fayor 
of Cork! and Sl~ Anthony I errt~r, to accompany me on board of the ships Fortitude, 
R~solut!on, ~Ibl~n, and BrunSWIck, then at Cove, and ready for sea, that, by the most 
mmute lt1vestlg~tlOn, they might ascertain hoI\' far the Settlers on board of these shil'3 
corresponded WIth the description of persons whom I was instructed to select. 

[Their Certificate ZI'as delivered ill, and read, as follows:] 

" 'WE the under~igned, certify, That at the request of ML P. Robinson we did 
on Monday .the gth lOstant repair on board the ships Fortitude, Resolution, AlbIOn, 
and Brun~\\,.lck, engaged to carry Emigrants from this port to Canada, for the purpose 
of ascertaInIng whether the passengers embarked therein (amountincr to upwards of 
one thousand persons) were of the description pointed out in thE II~tructions given 
by the Government to :\lr. Robinson, which we had previously seen: And we certify, 
T~at aftel' ~ very close and personal inspection of every individual passenger in 
sal? four ShIPS, we are convinced that such Instructions have been in every respect 
~tnctly complied with; and that the passengers appear to U5 to be of that clas. o~ll y 

whIch 
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~'hich it is the object of the Government to encourage to emigrate. Dated at Cork, 
this l!th day of May 1825· 

(signed) John N. Wi-i.ron, Mayor of Cork. 

Anthony Perrier, 
Magistrate of the County and City of Corl,," 

Nor was this all; so deeply did I feel my responsibility, that J invited Mr. 
Horace Townseml and Mr. Callaghan to examine the Emigrants after they were 
all on board, and to assist me in detecting any imposition which might have heen 
practised upou me, in order that even at that late period the object of such imposi
tion might be discovered and punished. I was the more anxious to procure the as~istance 
of these two gentlemen, because I had been given to understand that they entertained 
a very unfavourable opinion of the mode of selection, and in particular imagined that 
the recommendation of the noblemen, magistrates and gentry to whom I had been 
particularly referred, had been confined to their own tenantry. The result was the 
!!lost satisfactory, every suspicion was removed, and the approbation of the gentle
men above noticed given with the utmost sincerity and good will to the faithfulness 
of my selection, as will appeal' by the following Certificate, [which was delivered in, 
and read:] 

" WE certify, That having at the request of Mr. Peter Robinson visited, on 
Monday the 16th of l\Iay instant, the ships Amity, Elizabeth, Regulus, and John 
Barry, about to proceed with Emigrants from this port to Canada, and carefully 
examined every individual passenger, we are fully of opinion that they are the 
description of persons who ought to be encouraged to emigrate, and who appear to 
be in the contemplation of Government for that purpose. 

" We observed a fel\' elderly people on board, accompanied by large families of 
well grown children, to whom we conceive they will be very useful in the new 
settlement, on account of their superior experience and knowledge of agricultural 
pursuits. 

(signed) Horace TO'lmsend, 
Justice of Peace, Co. Cork. 

Anthony Perrier, 
Justice of Peace County and City of Cork." 

" Cork, 17th May 1825. 

I beg also to add the testimony of the l\Iarristrates attending the Petty Sessions at 
Cecilstown, county of Cork : ~ 

" WE hereby certify, That on Mr. Robinson's arrival in this country in the 
year 1823, the people of our neighbourhood were disinclined to accompany him 
to Canada, appearing to doubt the advantages held out by G uvernment to 
persons willing to emigrate to that country being realized on their arrival; and it 
was with great difficulty the gentlemen in whom they bad confidence could induce 
them to believc that no deception was intended: That since that time their 
minds have undergone a total change, in consequence, as we conceive, of the 
favourable accounts that have been received from the settlers of 1823; and that on 
Mr. Robinson's recent arrival in this country the applications were so very numerous, 
that it became a matter of great difficulty to make a selection from amongst them, 
claims and qualifications being so nearly balanced: That no persons, however, 
wel:e approved of, but such as wcre recommended by the written or personal apr li
catIOns of tbe respectable gentlemen from whose neighbourhood they came, and 
who were of the description we understood from Mr. Robinson it was the intention 
of Government to prefer, such as the inhabitants of the disturbed districts, and 
farmers and others in reduced circumstances, unable to obtain an honest livelihood 
at home, or to pay their passage to Canada." 

Having seen all the emigrants embarked and under way, I found it requisite to 
return to London, to make the necessary pecuniary arrangements. Accordingly 
I left Cork on the 24th, and arrived in London on the 27th May; and having made 
su~h a!rangements as were deemed sufficient, I got to Liverpool on the 8th, and 
sailed m the ~anther for N ew York on the 9th of June. The passage was unusually 
long, and I did not reach Niagara till the 28th of July: here I learned that the 
transports conveying the emigrants had all arrived, having had very short passages, 
not any of them, except the John Barry, havinO' had more than 31 days. The greater 
number of the settlers had been actually for~arded to Kingston, where they were 
encamped in tents, by ord,er of his Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland, an~ were 
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anxiously waiting my arrival. I likewise understood that some of them were sulrer
incr from fever and ague, occasioned hy the excessive heat of the season~ the therm~ 
m~ter havina stood at 100' in the shade within the last ten eays. HavIng delivered 
Lord Bathu~sfs despatches to his Excellency Sir Peregrine l\faitlanrl, and received 
the warmest assurances of support in forwarding the se.ttlement of the emigrants, as 
had indeed been strongly manifested in the measure.whlch had beet.I alr~ady adopted 
by his Excellency, in setting apart for their receptIOn. tl~e townsh1p~ 10 the reat of 
the Rice Lake, which consist of as fine land as there IS In the provlUc.e. Leaving 
Niagara on the 30th of July, I proceeded to Y?rk, and procured. WIthout delay 
from the surveyor general all the information in hIS poss~ss\On relatIVe to the land 
which I was about to settle. On the 3d of August I arnv~d, by. land, at Cobourg, 
a distance of seventy miles from York, a~ld th?ugh I felt ImpatIent to proceed to 
Kingston, to see the settlers, yet, on consIderatIOn, I thought I should forward my 
object more by viewing the lands on which they were to be located, ascertaining the 
means of communication, and the proper place for the depot of stores and provi. 
sions. Instead therefore of going forward to Kingston, I went back iuto the interior, 
to ascertain those respective objects. Having employed 1\Ir. l\l'Donell, an intelli. 
gent and respectable young man, well acquainted with the country, as my guide, 
I explored the different rivers and avenues of access to the lands allotted for the 
emigrants, and was highly gratified in discovering greater facilities of communica
tion than I had anticipated, and that the tract was in every respect highly eligible. 
I found that we could get our provisions and stores forwarded half the distance 
by water, and that there was a central situation at the head of the Otanabee 
River highly convenient for a depot. Having spent six days in exploring the 
woods, and satisfied myself as to the quality and situation of the land, I joined the 
emigrants at Kingston. Here I found them as comfortable as could be reasonably 
expected; some of them suti'eripg from fever and ague, owing to the intense heat of 
the weather, though not in a greater proportion than the inhahitants of the province 
generally. Every thing possible had been done for their benefit by his Excellency 
Sir Peregrine Maitland; he had appointed Colonel Burke deputy superintendent, 
who was in charge at Kingston on my arrival; and Doctor Reade, the surgeon, had 
been left at Prescott, to forward the settlers who still remained behind. On the 
11 th of August I embarked five hundred on board of a steam·boat, and landed 
them the next day at Cobourg on Lake Ontario, a distance of one hundred miles; 
the .remainder of the settlers were brought up in the same manner, the boat making 
a. tnp each week. Our route from Cobourg to Smith, at the head of the Otanabee 
fiver, lay through a country as yet very thinly inhabited;· the road leading from 
~ake. Ontario to the Rice ~.ake (12 miles) hardly passable, and the Otanabee 
fiver m many places very rapId, and the water much lower than it had been known 
for many years. The first thing I did was to repair the road, so that loaded 
waggons might'pa~s; and in this work I received every assistance from the magi~
trates of the dls.tnct, who gave me fifty pounds from the district funds; and th.ls 
sum, together WIth the labour of our people, enabled me to improve the road III 

ten days so much, that our provisions and baggage could be sent across with 
e~se, and three large boats were transported on wheels from Lake Ontario to the 
Rice Lake. !h~ Otanabe~ river is navigable for twenty.four Uliles, altho?gh in 
many places It IS very rapId, and at this season there was not water suffiCient to 
fi?at a boat of the ordinary construction over SOUle of the shoals. To remedy this 
dIfficulty, I had a boat built of such dimensions as I thouaht micrht best answer to 
ascend the rapids! and ha~ her completed in eight days. So mu~h depended upon 
the success of thIS experIment, that I felt great anxiety until the trial was made; 
and I cannot express the happiness I felt at findincr that nothincr could more fully 
h~ve answe~ed our . purpose, and that this boat, sixty feet in length and eight feet 
Wide, carrylllg an Immense burthen, could be more easily worked up the stream 
than one of half the size, carrying comparatively nothing. Now that I had opened 
the way to the depot at the head of the river there was no other difficulty to 
surmount than that which arose from the prev;iling sickness the ague and fever, 
which at this time was as common amona the old settlers as ~uiselves. The first 
party I ascended the river with consisted of twenty men of the country, hired 89 

axemen, and thirty of the healthiest of the settlers: not one of these men escaped 
the ague or fever, and two died. This circumstance affords abundant proof that 
the settlers were much better oft: encamped in the open country during the greatest 
heat of the weather, where they were not only less liable to contract disease, but 
were also exempt from being tormented by the flies, which swarm in the wo~ds 

dunng 
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durin(1 the summer months. The location of the emigrants, by far the most 
troublesome and laborious part of the service, was con~pleted before the winter 
commenced, and I had a small log-house built for each head of a family, on their 
respective lots, where they reside. And it gives me much pleasure to be enabled to 
assure you that they have been industrious and well conducted, and that they have 
cleared and cultivated as great a proportion of their land as could be expected. 
Their letters to their friends in Ireland will sufficiently prove how far they are 
satisfied with their present condition; and it will be easy for me tc> furnish such 
abundant evidence of their actual residence and industry, as will fully satisfy the 
Committee of their happy and prosperous condition. 

36°3. Have you a return, giving an account of the actual state of the settlement 
on the 24th of November 1826? -I have a return up to that date, stating the 
number of acres cleared, the amount of produce raised, and the quantity of stock 
the settlers have acquired by their own labour. 

36Q4. What has been the actual average expense per head, of the Emigrations 
of 1823 and 1825?-The total expense of the Emigration of 1823, was 22l. 1 s. 6d. 
per head; the total expense of the Emigration of 1825, was 21 t. 5 s. 4d. 

3605. Ought not a deduction to be made from the expense of this latter emi
gration, in consequence of certain stores having been delivered to the commissariat, 
which will be an item of account in diminution of the general expense?-I think 
not less than 2,0001.; the settlers were provisioned for sixty days, and as they 
were landed at from thirty to forty days, nearly half the provisions must have been 
landed at Quebec, for which, 1 believe, there has been as yet no credit given. 

3606. That would reduce the expense to about 20/. per head ?-It would. 
3607 . You have stated, that you were employed in inspecting the land for the 

reception of those emigrants ?-I was. 
3608. Do you not conceive, if emigration were to be carried on upon a system, 

that all that inspection and location would take place before, which would in some 
degree diminish the expense of each successive emigration ?-If it was known the 
year before the number of emigrants that would be scttled in anyone district, a great 
expense might be saved by exploring the land and opening the roads beforehand; 
and getting the provisions and stores forwarded in the winter season, would save 
half the expense of transport. 

3609. Have yeu had an opportunity, while you have been in this country, of 
reading the Evidence that has been given by witncss'2s before this Committee, during 
the present year ?-I have. 

3610. Have you seen the Estimate that has been drawn up by Mr. Felton and 
1\lr. Buchanan, which limits the expense of an emigrant family of five persons, 
from the .period of their leaving the port in the mother country, to the termination 
of their receiving assistance in the colony, to the amount of 60 I. per family?
I have. 

S611. Have you examined that Estimate ?-I have; their calculation seems to 
be made upon the supposition that they will be settled within fifty miles of the Saint 
Lawrence, and not 500 miles up the country. 

3612. As far as your own knowledge goes, would you be prepared to assent to 
that calculation, supposing them to be settleci at that distance from the Saint Law
rence ?-It depends entirely upon the expense of transport to Quebec; in that 
calculation it is much less than the expense incurred by the Navy Board in 1825, 
when there was an opportunity given to the public to come forward and make the 
lowest tenders; it was found on that occasion to differ very little from the expense 
incurred by the Navy Board in 1823. 

361 3. The estimate by Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Felton is, that each family would 
be conveyed to Quebec for 131.; what was the expense incurred under the Emiara
tion of 1825, for that passage ?-The expense incurred for the transport of 2~24 
settlers from Ireland to Quebec, and paid to the Navy Board, amounted to 
15,65 J I. 1 is. 8 d. equal to 7/. 13 s. 8 d. per head, consequently, that sum multiplied 
by five amounts to 38/. 8 s. 4 d.; and that expense, although made after public 
advertisement by tender, exceeded the expense in ) 823 by the sum of 11. os. 101 d. 
per head. 

3.61 4. Have you a scale of the provisions that were furnished to the emigrants, 
dunng the passage from Cork to Quebec ?-I have. 

- (TIre IVitness delivered ill the same, which is as follows:] 
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36 15. From yOUl" experience, are you of opinion that any practical difficulty will 
arise in separating the expense and management of the passagt: altogether from the 
control of Government, always ~upposing that no emigrant will be entitled to the 
Government assistance upon landing who has not received a ticket, under such 
reaulations as may be advised, entitling him to it upon the terms of such emigrant 
h:Ving beel. approved ?-None. If the emigrant is left to find his o\\'n passage to 
Quebec, he ,,,ill put up with many inconveniences and privations that he would not 
b(~ disposed to do if he were sent out at the Government expense; and if any 
casualty should happen, from death or otherwise, the Government would incur no 
()dium, whereas if they were sent out at the public expense, and any such accident 
did occur, such consequences would be inevitable. 

3616. Will you inform the Committee what is the lowest amount in money, per 
family of five persons, which you think it would be prudent to consider as the mini
mum to be advanced in the way of assistance to emigrant families who are located 
upon Government land, taking the whole North American provinces upon one 
general average ?-Taking it in that way, inc!uding both Upper and Lower Canacia, 
and New Brunswick, I think that they may be settled at 121. per head for each 
person, in the proportion of one man, one woman, and three children to a family; 
and I do not think they will ever Le settled as they have been for less. 

3617. In the I'll. no expense is included for the passage ?-N 0, the 121. is to 
cover the expense of settling them after their arrival at tbe port in America. Each 
head of a family is to be located upon 100 acre5 of land, to have a small log-house 
built for him, and to be furnished with 15 months provision; 1 cow, 1 American 
axe, 1 auger, 1 handsaw, 1 pick-axe, 1 spade, 2 gimlets, 100 nails, 1 hammer, 1 iron 
wedge,3 hoes, 1 kettle, I frying-pan, 1 iron pot,s bushels seed potatoes, 8 quarts 
indian corn; and if they are very poor they will require also blankets, in the pro
portion of one to each grown person, and one among three children. 

3618. Taking into consideration the contingencies and casualties that might arise 
upon an extended scale of emigration, you are therefore decidedly of opinion that 
it would be unsafe to make the estimate of the expense of location at less than 601. 
per family, after landillg in the port of the colony ?-I am decidedly of that opinion. 
I was constantly with the emigrants, from the time I took charge of them at Kingston 
till the 24th of 1\ ovcmber 18:26, when their rations ceased, and I am not aware 
that I could have lessened, in any way, the expense that was incurred, without much 
inconvenience to the settler. 

3619. During how long a period do you contemplate the expenditure of this 
money for the purpose of benefiting the emigrant ?-Fifteen months after their 
arrival at Quebec. 

3620. The Committee are to understand, that upon an average, at the end of 
fifteen months the emigrant will be in a state of comparative independence?-Yes, 
placed in a situation to provide for themselves. 

3621. Supposing an emigrant were to be requin~d at the end of seven years to 
pay the sum of 3/. 12$. per annum, either in money or in money's worth, that being 
at the rate of six per cent, the current rate of interest in the colony, upon the 60/. 
in value pre-supposed to be received by him, are you of opinion that there is ;my 
doubt whatever as to his competency to make such a payment?-I have not the 
least doubt; and I feel justified in giving this opin'iOn from the result of the experi. 
ment made in 1825, a memorandum of which I have, and am ready to submit, and 
the Committee will see by this, that the settlers had realized by their own labour 
~ 1,272./. 8 $. -i d. sterling. This return ~ took a great deal of pains, by personal 
inSpectIOn, to have correct, and I am sure It may be relied 00. 

[The Witness delivered in a Return, 'u)hich was read, and is asfolWw~':] 
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Estimated Value of the PRODUCE of the LABOUR of the Emigrants of 1825. 
on the 24th November 1826. 

1,386 ! acres of Land cleared and fenced, at 4/. pcr 
acre 

67,799 bushels of Potatoes, at 1 S. -

25,623 bushels of Turnips, at 6d. - -
10,438 bushels of Indian Corn,. at '}.S. 6d. - -

363 f acres of Wheat, sown 10 the autumn of 1826, 
at 2/. per acre - - -

9 0671bs. Maple Sugar, at 4 d. 
'40 Oxen, purchased by their labour, valued at 71. 

each - - -
80 Cows dO dO 41. lOS. each 

t 66 Hogs dO dO I ,J s. each 
Halifax Currency 

In Sterling Money equal to 

£. 
- £. 

£. $. d. 

5,547 
3,389 19 

640 II 6 
1,304 16 3 

727 
151 2 4 

280 -
360 -
124 10 -

12,524 19 I 

11,272 8 -! • 

3622. What is the amount of the property which has been created by the 
industry of those emiarants at the present moment ?-I have put the lowest value 
upon it, and I find it amounts to 12,5241. 19s. Id. Halifax, equal to 11,2721. 
sterling. 

3623. You lived under canvas with those emigrants for several months?-
I did. 

3624. What was their general conduct during that period ?-In general their 
conduct was industrious, orderly and good; they were perfectly obedient to me at 
all times. 

3625. Could you be ju~tified in saying of them as a body, that they were indus
trious ?-Quite so. 

3626. Did they appear to be sensible of the advantages that they have experienced 
in removing from Ireland ?-Entirely so, very grateful. 

3627. From your experience with regard to the character and habits and feelings 
of that class of persons, if it were duly explained to them before they left their own 
country, that they could only receive this assistance upon the terms of making re
paymcnt as proposed, namely, at the rate of 3t. 12s. annual rent, redeemable at 
will, charged upon their land at the termination of seven ycars, are you of opinion 
that, having no other alternative than to remain in their own country or to accept 
such terms, they would accept them willingly and with a determination to effect 
their part of the contract ?-Thosc 'rho have never been out of Ireland have so 
little idea of the country, and are so anxious to get away, that there is no questio.n 
but that they would embrace almost any ofrer; but I am certain that after their 
arrival in the country, and seeing the advantarres that were possessed by being fur
nished \., ith utensils and a year's provisions, thOey would readily agree to the terms 
of Government, and repay the money at any reasonable period. 

362 8. If therefore it was explained to an emigrant head of a family landed at 
Quebec, .that he might take his choice, either to act independently of the Gov~ro
ment assistance and try to employ himself as a labourer, or go into the UOited 
States, or take any other course that miaht be recommended to him or on the other 
hand that he might accept this rate of Government assistance up~n the terms of 
repayment propos.ed, are you of opinion that many of those families would, upon 
the rec~mmendatlOn jof their friends in the country, willingly consent to acce~t 
that assistance as a loan subject to repayment ?-I think they would accept of It 
undoubtedly. There might be perhaps a very few exceptions. 

3629. You have lived in Canada all your life ?-I have. 
36.30 . Have you any doubt as to the practicability of their paying this rent when

ever It may become due ?-N ot the least; and it could be collected in tile samp. 
manne~ as the .ordinary parish rates are, by the collectors appointed annually at the 
township meetmgs. 

3631 . Are you of opinion that if an Emigration were carried on upon the system 
contemplated, and proper emigrants selected, under the limitations of age and 

other 
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other circumstances which attended the Emigrations of 1823 and 1825, that the 
Colonial Legislatures would be disposed to give all the facilities in their power to 
the furtherance of this system of emigration ?-I should hope they would; but if, 
when the emigrant was placed upon the land, care was taken to exact a bond from 
him for repayment of the amount that should be expended in settling his family, 
there would be no necessity for any legislative provision in order to collect it. 

3632. What is the mode in which you would suggest such a bond being taken? 
-Upon the arrival of the emigrant in Canada, at the depot from whence he was 
to be taken to be located upon his land, if he consented, after seeing the country, to 
accept the proposals of the Government, I would take his bond payable for the 
amount estimated, and also agree to give him the fee-simple of the land when the 
amount was paid; but at the same time he should not be allowed to transfer his clailll 
to his lot to any other person. 

3633. You think that no practical difficulty would arise from that restriction?
None whatever; I believe it is the mode generally adopted in the United States 
in selling land. 

3634. Do you entertain any doubt that, supposing from any casualty or mis
conduct any settler should leave his location after a certain period of time, the 
improvement of the land would be a sufficient guarantee for the capital advanced 
upon that particular lot?-It would, if care was taken generally to insure their 
settlement upon such land as lI'a:o; capable of giving a good return; there should 
be not less than thirty or forty acres of good land on the lot of 100 acres. 

3635. Do you not imagine that there is an almost indefinite extent of fertile 
land, which would be sufficient to prevent the circumstance of failure in any early 
emigration ?-Unquestionably. 

3636. Do you think if the money raised by this territorial revenue was to be 
applied in liquidation of the expenses now sustained by the mother country 
annually, whether civil or military, for colonial purposes, that there would be any 
difficulty in the collection being carried on under the control of the Colonial 
Legislatures, and the amount paid as a single item into the hands of the Commis
sariat in the different colonies, in aid of the expenses of the year ?-I apprehend 
there would be no difficulty whatever in the collection of it, especially if paid 
in kind. 

3637. Do you think there would be any disposition on the part of the Colonies 
to consider that the repayment of interest upon this principle was attended with 
any sort of disadvantage to the colony; would they not consider it in the same light 
as any other speculation that was set on foot, by which capital was introduced into 
the colonies, and that the advance of capital would naturally be expected to involve 
a return to the capitalist advancing it ?-Certainly; those that took the pains to con
sider the subject must come to that conclusion. 

3638. Is there not a general opinion throughout the North American colonies, 
that their interest will be very greatly promoted by the effect of a judicious system 
of emigration ?-J believe it is the universal opinion in Canada. 

3639. You spoke of the rent being collected in the same way as other county 
rates, what per centage is paid lIpon the collection of those rates ?-I am not 
certain; I think it is five per cent. 

3640. Are you aware what rent has ever been collected upon the der"y 
re~erves ?-I am not, as they are in the hands of the corporation of the clergy. b 

3641. HolY would you collect a considerable rent in kind ?-It should be deli
vered by the settler at the market town, on some lake or navigable river, to l:le 
named by the Governor of the province. 

3642. Are you able to state what may bl'! the average number of voluntary 
emigrants who at present arrive in a year at Quebec :-1 -have always understood 
from eight to ten thousand. 

3643. Will you describe practically what becomes of those persons, upon arriving 
at Quebec ?-Many of those people that arrive during the slimmer months find 
labour at Quebec, and from thence gradually go lip the country and cross over to 
the United States, or go to U prel' Canada after they get to Prescot, Kingston, 
or York . 

. '36,14. Will you describe generally about what proportion of those eight or ten 
thousand persons may be paupers, that is, persons not having above a few pounds 
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",hm they land ?-:-I shoul? think th~ greater proportion of them are of that 
description, that IS, men \11th from eIght to ten pouncis, or probably less, when 

they land, 
3645. Then their first employment is as day-labourers ?-Their first employment 

is as day-labourers, 
3646. Is the ultimate fate of thos~ persons, in ge~eral to become land proprietors, 

after the expiration of a few years of Industry ~-It IS. 

3647, Do they frequently experien~~ much m~sery, OI~il1g tl) want of employment 
in the first instance ;-A great deal, It they arnve late 111 the season. 

3648. Will you de~eribe to ,the Committee what you considt:r would be the effe~ts 
if the present annual I!nportatlOn of those persons should, from any cause, be In, 

creased to the extent of four or five thousand persons?-The effect would be, that 
they would become a burthen to the colony, either at Quebec, Montreal, Kingston, 
or y f)rk. 

3649. Is there any obs!acle to th~ir diffusing themselves over t~latdistrict of country 
and finding employment (-The mlsfor~une IS, that th~y would only: find employ
ment durincr the summer months, and 111 harvest; and In Quebec durmg tbe season 
of loading ~lips with timber. The chance is, as the ,,-inter approached tbey 1V0uld 
find themselves without employment. 

3650 , Is there any obstacle to prevent t~lOse persons, from betakin~ them
selves to the United States before the arnval of the wInter, and finding em
ployment in that way?-There is nothing to prevent their going to the United 
States; but a man with a family does not find it so easy to move from one place to 
another. 

365 1• Supposing those persons before the approach of the winter were to pass 
Montreal and seek for employment in Upper Canada, would they find tbere any 
effective demand for their labour?-They would, to a certain number, during tbe 
~ummer and autumn, 

3652 , Is it the general habit of those persons to go forward into Upper Canada 
for that purpose?-In general they remain too long in Lower Canada, wbere tbey 
find labour during the summer months, 

3653. If means should be taken to explain to them the necessary consequences of 
that mistake on their part, do not you think they could be induced, some of 
them, to go to Upper Canada, or to pass into the United States or wherever there 
might be an effective demand for their labour)-That is the case now; their friends 
do advise them to proceed to F pper Canada or to the United States, and they have 
heretofore found the means of subsistence, but if the number was increased, they 
might be exposed to much suffering; however, single men may always provide 
for themselves. 

3654, Do you think that there is a want of labourers in the farther parts of 
U pper ~anada which i~ would be desirable to reme(~y by any an:angt:ment which 
could bnng up those emigrants upon the terms of their labour paym CT back tbe el(' 
pense that might be incurred in their actual passage across the country?-There is 
a want of labourers in U ppe~' Canada, but the great question is, whether you could 
find any person that could afford to take a man with his family off your hands. 

3655. The proposition contemplated is of this nature, that a farmer in the 
further part of Upper Canada might communicate with an Emigration Board, for 
example, at Quebec, and state that if any persons will come'to him, wbom tb,ey 
could recommend, and who had sufficient certificates of good conduct to induce him 
to ta~e them, who wo~ld serve hi~ for two years, for example, without wage,s, that 
he Will keep them dUflllg that period, and after that period (Jive them a certam rate 
o~ wages ?-A certain number might find employment in th~t wav; and I am con
vl,~ced there a~e many tbousand people in Upper Canada who WQuld willingly c?n. 
tnoute somethll1g to getting out their friends, and would receive them and provide 
for them . 

. 3656. Do not y~u think t,hat a system might be established, without any practical 
ddficulty, ull,der w,hlch colomsts who are settled and prospering in Upper Can,ada. 
'~ho have friends III the ~othe~ country, might, by an arrangement with an E[~l1gra
tlOl~ Board. make dep?sits which would enable those friends to join the\l~ without 
an) expense whatever Illcurred from any other source ?-They might depOSIt enougb 
to pay probably half the expense; I do not think in many instances they could pay 

(be 
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the whole; they would deposit, probably, one or tll'O pounds for each individual, 
and they might also produce the certificate of a neighbouring magistrate that they 
had the·means of supporting the family they were desirous of getting out, in Canada 
after their arrival, which \\<'Ould be the principal thing required. 

3657. You will understand the question as not including the expense of the 
passage; with that limitation, do you imagine that it would be difficult to establisll 
a system under which muney should be deposited for the removal uf the parties 
specially nameo, landing at Quebec to join their friends in any part uf the province? 
-I am convinced that it might be very easily managed, and without much trouble. 
Some person might be appointed in the port uf Quebec or New Brunswick, with 
whom the money might be deposited, and a certificate taken of the person that 
applied for his friend, certifying that he was able to support hinl ,yhen he did arrive, 
and that he should not be a burthen to the country, II' hich certificate, forwarded to 
the town in which the man lived ill Ireland or in England, would enable the captain 
of the vessel that took hilll out, to receive a certain sum from the collector or person 
with whom the money should be left, at the port, for his passage. 

3658. The Committee are aware that a settler who is just beginning to clear his 
land, is probably not able to maintain a labourer; but would not a settler who has 
been for a few years in a comfortable state, and who is naturally desirous of extend
ing the clearance of his ground, be both able and desirous to retain labourers for 
employment?-He would rather be desirous of getting Ollt some friend of his. 

36.19. You think that such a ~erson would not be disposed to employ as a la
bourer a stranger, tolerauly well recommended, to assist him in the clearance of his 
ground ?-It is a thing that could not be depended 011. 

3660. Is an emigrant on first coming out.from Ireland a serviceable labourer in 
clearing land ?-Not much for the first year. 

3661. Has a carpenter or a smith any material advantages over a common labourer 
upon his arrival in Upper Canada ;-They have decided advantages over other 
labourers, their labour is worth much more. 

3662. Who pays them for their labour r-They work in the difterent towns, where 
they always find employment. 

3663. The question now refers to the Upper Province; the Committee under
stand you to state, that there is an effective demand for their labour there, thouah 
not for the labour of mere day-labourers ?-There is for day-labourers also, duri~g 
the :;ummer months. 

3664. In a new country such as you have been describin~, does not the partial 
settlement of that country open the mea liS for an increased tacility of future emi
grants coming to the country ?-Certainly. 

3665. Supposing the Government of this country, for a succession of five or six 
years, were to afford facilities to families, comprising eight or tell thousand persons of 
respectable character, to locate themselves in different parts of the North American 
colonies, would not that give a facility to a volulltary emigration of individuals 
almost to the same extent ?-More than double the extent; I am convinced that for 
every 1000 persons you locate, you would get 2000 voluntaryemicrrants to join 
their friends. 0 

3666. Then if a system of emigration were carried on to the extent that has 
been mentioned, of sending out eight or ten thousand persons annually for five or 
six consecutive years, might not a voluntary emigration establish itself afterwards 
without any assistance from the Government ?-The voluntary emiaration would be 
very much increased by it, but only to the extent of double the a~ount; probably 
it would be limited to the extent of the connexions of those people. 

3667. As soon as persons have become settled in a new country, and have ac
quired property, is it not their disposition to purchase fresh possessions ?-Where 
they have a family of boys. 
, 3668. And those persons who are so located by the old families, in the same way 
will make room for the employment of a fresh number of voluntary emigrants?
They will of course. 

3669. Will not the advantages offered by the Government emigration rather tend 
to stop voluntary emigration ?-It has not done so heretofore. 

36~0. If it were established as a system, would it not have that effect ?-I cannot 
.conceIve that it would, because the voluntary emigration consists of persons \rho have 
the means of going themselves. 

5.')0. y Y 36i1o You 
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36 7 J. You were understood to state, that the cost of locating emigrants would be 
) 2/. independently of their passage?-Yes. 

3672 . Where do you contemplate their location ~-That is, taking the range of 
both Upper and Lower Canada and .New Bru~swlck. I~l some. pal:ts of Upper 
Canada it would exceed that sum a httle, and 10 Lower Ca.n~da It mIght be less; 
but it would depend, of course, much upon the price of prOVISIOns. 

3673. What proportion of that expense of 12/. a-head is consumed in rationing 
the people r-About two thirds. .., 

3674. What is the sort of food that you supphed the emigrants wIth ?-Pork and 
flour, and, when we were in a neighbourhood where beef could be had, fresh beef 
occasionall v. 

3675. '1'0 what extent would you suppose t?at the timber ships ~'oul~ be able to 
carry out emirrrants to Quebec and Montreal ~ -I have not sufficlCnt IJ1formation 
to enable me ~o answer that question correctly, but I understand about 800 ships 
go annually to Quebec, and most of them in ballast. 

3676. It has been stated by ?lIr. Buchanan, that the timber ships that go out an
nually from Ireland to Canada, would convey ,yithout difficulty emigrants to the e_~
tent of fifty or sixty thousand; have you information that corresponds with that 
opinion ?-I believe Mr. Buchanan's opinion to be perfectly correct. 

3677. Will you explain "hat facilities exist from steam navigation at present, 
for conveying emigrants above Montreal to Upper Canada?- An emigrant can 
leave Quebec every day for l\Iolltreal on board a steam-boat; ahove Montreal, 
there is a cartage of nine miles to La Cheine, from thence the emigrants proceed 
in batteaux as far as Prescott. 

3678. What distance is it from La Cheine to Prescott?-About 110 miles; 
from Prescott there are steam-boats to Kingston, which is about 70 miles; and 
from Kingston there are steam-boats to every port on Lake Ontario. 

3679. Is there any steam navigation higher up than Lake Ontario ?-On Lake 
Erie there are also steam-boats. 

3680. What is the usual tonnage of those steam-Loats ?-The largest steam·boat 
on Lake Ontario is about 500 tons; the other steam-boats are smaller. 

3681. It is scarcely necessary to ask you, whether the application of steam to 
navigation has not contriuuted in a singular degree to the facilities for emigration? 
-Very much indeed. 

3682. Will you describe generally what districts you would nolV recommend for 
the location of any emigrations that might ue undertaken uy Government from this 
country?-I think that Lower Canada now presents the Lest situation. 

3083. Will you describe VI hat part of the country you would recommend?
Above Montreal on the Ottawa. 

3684- Where next r-Below Quebec. 
3685. Will you explain generally why you prefer those situations to any that 

Upper Canada might afford ?-The expense would be less, and the emigrant would 
be near a market; the climate is good; and it would be the means of inducing 
voluntary emigrants to turn their attention to that part of the country, wbicb they 
have not done hitherto. 

3686. About what extent of fertile land do you conceive would be applicable to 
the purposes of location in !~ose particul~r districts you have just adv.erted to?
~ have no means of ascertammg the quantIty of land exactly; but it stnkes me that 
It must be to a very large extent. 

3687. Is the northern coast of Lake Erie very generally settled?-It is, very 
generally. 

$688. Do you expect that large quantities of timber will come down fromL.ake 
Ene to Montreal, after the'" elland canal is finished ?-I am sure that there will. 

3689' So that there will be a "reat demand for labour when the Well and car-al 
is complete, for the purpose of ckaring the woods?-There will. 

3690. Is there any difference between the timber of Upper and Lower Canada, 
as to quality or value ?-I think not. 

3691. Is there any market now for ashes from Upper Canadar-There is. . 
3692 • How ar; they conveye~ from the upper part of Lake Erie to Lake Ontario? 

-By land carnage of ten mdes at Queenstown and after that by water to 
Montreal. ' 

31i93. Have 
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3693. Have any wooden rail-roads been established in the province ?-None. 
3694. Is it in contemplation to establish them ;-1 have heard it spol,en of. 

3695. Speaking of ~he forests whic~ usually cover the ~urface o~ the land in 
Canada, will you descnbe ',\ hat proportIOn of them may consIst of deCIduous trees, 
and what proportion of pine.trees?-There are many thollsand acres without a pine
tree. 

3696. Generally speaking, which predominate, the resinous trees or the deciduolls 
trees?-I think in U prer Canada you would find more hard wood. 

3697. Is it not more difficult to clear out the stumps of hard wood than the 
stumps of pine-tree~ ?-In seven or eight years the stumps of hard wood become 
quite rotten. 

3698. In Enrrland, if you cut down an oak to the ground, it will sprout again; 
is tha't the case ~vith the hard wood in Canada?-h iti, and those sprouts should 
always be knocked off when they shoot. 

3G99. Does the stump of the tree perish in the ground ;--Yery soon, if you break 
off tire new shoots. 

3700• Is it the general practice to allo\\' those stumps to decay, and not to resort 
to any artificial means for the purpose o( clearing the ground of them ?-It is 
altogether the practice; if you were to clear one acre of ground, and leave it to 
itself, it would all grow up again; but if you till that ground, the growth of the 
timber is preventeJ. 

370 I. Are the Committee to understand that the constant destruction of the 
shoots of the trees has the effect of ultimately destroying the roots ?-,It has. 

[The Chairman presented to the Committee. Copy of a Letter from Sir Pa'egrine 
Alaitland, Lieutenant Governor, ~c. ~·c. ~·c.; and the same 'was read, a8 
follows :) 

" COpy of a Letter from Sir Pertgrine Alaitland, Lieutenant Governor of the 
Province of Upper Canada, to the Right honourable The Earl Bathurst, K. G, 

dated Upper Canada, 6 March 182; (with two Enclosures.) 

" My Lord. Upper CUllUda, York, 6th l\Iarch 1827. 
" I HA VE been requested to forward to your Lordship the ellclosed Address, \\ hich 

is subscribed by many of the most respectable Inhabitants of the dititrict of ~ ew
castie, in this province, in which the Emigrants sent li'OIn Ireland by Ilis l\lajesty's 
Government in 1825 have been placea under the directioll of :\1r. Robinson, who 
will have tile honour to deliver this despatch to your Lordship. 

" I have no doubt but your Lordship will derive satisfaction from the further 
testimony thus afforded, of the success which has attended the undertaking, aud of 
the grateful sense entertained by the older Settlers in the colony, of the benevolent 
attention to its prosperity shown by His Majesty's Government, in promotinl,; 
Emigration to it from the United Kingdom. 

" I have, &c. 
" The Earl Bathurst, K. G." (signed) " P. Alaitlalld." 

" To the Right Honble The Earl Bathurst, K. G. &c. &c. &c. His Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

" THE undersigned, His l\Iajesty's dutiful and loyal sllbjects, Magistrates and 
others, residents in the district uf Newcastle, in the province of Upper Canada, beg 
"leave to express to your Lordship our firm attachment to His Majesty and the 
Mother Country, and the unfei,gned gratitude which we owe for the sedulous atten
tion exercised for the prosperity and welfare of this Colony. Among other important 
henefits. we wish more particularly to express our sense of the obligations we lie 
under to His Majesty's Government, for directing an experimental Emigration under 
the superintendence of the Honourable Peter Robinson, to this district . 

. " We feel more strongly induced to do this, because unfavourable reports affect
Illg the character of that Emigration have gone abroad. and which (although 
err~neous) have received weight from being mentioned in one of the legislative 
hodle~ of this province. It would be an act of injustice, not only to the promoters 
of UIIS measure, and those to whom its execution was intrusted, but a.lso to the 
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emigrants themselves, did we refrain from contradicting those injurious report~, and 
expressing our opinion of the ge~eral excellence of the meas~re Itself, a~ we~l as of 
the individual good character ot the rr,ass of persons compo~l~g that emIgratIOn. 

" Whatever conflicting opinions may have heretofo~e eXIsted on the question, 
whether persons translated from the British Islands IlltO the forests of Canada 
would succeed as settlers, or not, there cannot now be any doubt o~ the su~ject. 
The Irish settlers placed in the midst of the ,voods have alre~dy acqUIred su~cient 
of the habits of the country to enable them to ~eet a~1 t~el~ wants by their owo 
labour and havincr successfully combated the dIfficultIeS inCident to a first settle-

, , I:> cd· Ii d ment, have before them a fair prospect of comlort an III epen ence. 
" Much of this is owing to the indefatigable ~xertions .an~ u.n~earied di.ligence of 

their superintendent the. Honourable ~eter .Rob.llls?n; ~IS Judlcl.ous locatl?n of the 
emirrrants in an interestJllcr part of this ferule dlstnct, Ills attentIOn to their want~ 
his ~erseverance in overcg~ing obst~cles.' and his humanity to them generally, have 
raised his character hiuh 111 the estimatIOn of those who have now the honour of 
addressing your Lordship, and have endeared his name, as a friend and protector, 
with all the Emigrants. 

" We feci much pleasure also in expressing our sense of the judicious and liberal 
aid afforded by the provincial Executive, in .the establish~ent of public Schools, and 
in the erection of a large and valuable ;\1 III III the very midst of the new settlement. 
By this the greatest, indeed almost only difficulty which the settlers themselves 
could n~t have sUflno'mted, is overcome; and they cannot do otherwise than enter· 
tain a grateful feelillg for the Government which has so generously aided them. 

" III conclusion, we would beg leavc to repre5ellt to your Lordship, that there 
are still e~temive tracts of fertile land unoccupied in the vicinity of the late settle
ment, and that if the success of the present experiment should induce His Majesty's 
Government to continue the system, the arrival of other settlers from the British 
islands under their protection will be hailed by us with joy, as a further proof of 
their beneficent designs for the well being of Upper Canada. 

" We have," &c. 
[Signed by 60 Individuals.] 

" To the Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, Colonial Secretary, &c. &c. &c. 

" May it please your Lordship, 

" WE, the undersigned Irish Emigrants, located in the township of Asphodel, 
in the district of N ewcastie, Upper Canada, recently brought to this country by 
(lirection of His Majesty's Government, under the superintendence of the Honour
able P. Robinson, beg leave most respectfully to express to your Lordship our 
grateful sense of the numerous favours we experienced from your Lordship's kind 
patronage. 

" For the li?eralitJ of ~ humane and benevolent Sovereign, no language can 
express our gratitude m havlllg removed us from misery and want, to a fine and 
fertile country, where \\'e have the certain prospect of obtaining by indu~try a com
fortable competence; and we trust my Lord, the report of the progress we have 
~h·eady ~ade ?n our lands will not fall short of your Lordship's expectations, taking 
mto consideratIOn that we have had to contend, in addition to inexperience, with 
the c~emy ~f all new comers, the fever a~d ague, to a very great extent, not~i~h
standmg WhiCh, we have been abl" to prOVide ample provision to support our familIes 
comfortably until we harvest our next crop. 

" 'We have reason to be thankfui for the wisdom and discretion which appointed 
over us so honourable, kind and indefatinable a Superintendent who has used every 
exertion and care in provioing for us eve~y want. ' 

" Above all, we rejoice that in this happy country we are still under the Govern
ment of our truly illustrious. Sovereign, to whose sacred present GovernDlent we 
beg to express the most u~felgned loyalty and attachment. We beg most respe.ct
fully to add, that we chensh the hope that more of our unfortunate and suffermg 
countrymen at no distant period may, by means of the same crenerous feeling, be 
brought to share the blessings we enjoy." I:> 

[Signed by 34 Individuals.] 
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.. To the Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, His Majesty's principal Secretary of State 
. for the Colonies. 

" May it please your Lordship, 
" WE the undersigned Irish Emigrants, located under the superintendence of the 

Hon. Peter RGlbinson, in the townships of Emily, Smith, and Ennismore, in the 
district of Newcastle, Upper Canada, most humbly beg leave to express to your 
Lordship our dcep sense of gratitude to His Majesty's most gracious and bountiful 
Government, for the cheerful competency we now enjoy in this happy portion of 
His Majesty's dominions. 

" Having now resided about a twelvemonth on our lands, we have every reason 
to be thankful for the excellent locations assigned us. And we trust, notwithstand
ing the difficulties our inexperience has had naturally to contend with, that the 
investigation our worthy Superintendent has caused to be made of our actual im
provements, will not be uninteresting to His Majesty's Government, particularly to 
your Lordship, whose zeal in furthering emigration to this province is so eminently 
conspicuous. 

" We take this opportunity of expressing to your Lordship how much of grati
tude we owe to the Hon. Peter Robinson, our leader, our adviser, our friend, since 
we have been under his direction, particularly for his exertions in administering to 
our comforts during a season of sickness and privation. 

" We beg to assure your Lordship of our loyalty and attachment to our gracious 
Sovereign's most sacred Person and Government." 

" Emily, Dec. 20th, 1826." 
[Signed by go Individuals.] 

" Right Hon. Earl Bathurst, Secretary of State for the Colonies, &c. &c. &c. 

" Please your Lordship, " 12th December 1826." 
" WE the undersigned Emigrants sent to Canada by Government in 1825, and 

settled by the Hon. Peter Robinson in the township of Douro, beg leave to express 
to your Lordship our sincere thanks for the distinguished kindness we have expe
rienced. We have been brought from a country where we harl many difficulties to 
contend with, and supported here to this time, at the expense of Government; our 
every want has been anticipated and provided for, and independence not only 
brought within oU\' reach, but actually bestowed upon us. 

H We have furnished our justly respected Superintendent with a particular 
account of what we have done since our arrival, by which your Lordship will per
ceive what we have accomplished, and that we have not abused the goodness of 
Government by idleness. 

,i We trust our orderly conduct as members of society, and steady loyalty as 
subjects of the British Crown, will evince the gratitude we feel for the many 'favours 
we have received. That the blessings of a grateful People may surround the throne 
of His Majesty, is the sincere praye~ of 

" Your Lordship's most respectful humble Servants," 

[Signed by 53 Individuals.] 

Mr. Benedict Paul TVagne1', called in; and Examined. 

3702. HOW long have you resided in Lower Canada ?-Upwards of eighteen 
years. 
. 370 3. Have you had an opportunity of reading the Evidence which has been 

gIVen. before this Committee, upon the subject of the North American colonies, 
espeCIally the evidence of Mr. Felton?- I have read Mr. Felton's evidence 
particular! y. 

3704. Have you heard the evidence that has been given to-day by 1\1r. Robin-
lion?-Ihave. ~ 

370~. Are you prepared to inform the Committee that you agree generally in 
all main an~ essential points with those gentlemen?-I am not; I differ materially 
from the eVIdence that has been just given upon the subject of the advantages Qf 

Upper Canada over Lower Canada; and I differ essentially on the principle of 
550. y 'J 3 sendin,g 
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sending emigrants below Quebec, !f they are int('nd~~ for agricultural pursuits;. I 
tbink tbe climate below Quebec 15 not at all propitIOus to the growth of gram, 
particularly wheat; there is hardly any wheat whatever grown below Quebec; there 
are \'l~ry fine lantis, and very prod.uctive lands, b~t they grow 110 w.beat. . 

3701'. What Ilouid prevent emigrants p~osperll1g upon lands which might not be 
favourable to the groll'th of I\heat, but winch woul~ be favoUl:able. to the growth 
of other sorts of corn ?-If tbe emigrants are habituated to fishene.;, they would 
perhaps succeed better below Quebe~ ~ba~ ebc\\'here. ,. 

370 7. Without reference to any dlstll1ctlOn as to l~caJlty, do you ~enerally concur 
in the o,)inion tbat if emigrants <TO out to those provlI1ces, and receive the Govern-

t' ,.., I I ment a~sistancc that is contemplated, that they wou d be ab e til repay, after a 
2,i,en period of time, the sum I\hich hilS been stated ?-I ha~e not tile least dou~t 
of it, particularly with the enco.uragt'nlcilt that was recently given . ~y the change in 
the N avigatioll Lallo. which gives to tbe Canadas and to the Bntlsh provinces of 
America ~the advantage of the exclusive supply of the flour and biscuit to our own 
colonies in the West Indies. 

3708. Hme you any doubt as to th~ general opinio~ tha~ ex~st t~lrougbollt tbe 
colonies, of the advantages of a well directed system at Emigration ,-1 have not 
the least douLt upon that subject. 

Sllbbati, 12° die Maii, 1827. 

R. J. WILMOT HORTON, ESQUIRE, 
IN THE CHAIR. 

IVilliam Couling, Esq. t;alled in; and Examined. 

3709. YOU are a civil engineer and land surveyor ?-I am. 
3710. You are a Director of a General Association, which professes to be esta

blished for tbe purpose of bettering the condition of the manufacturing and agri
cultural bbourers, to secure the property and prolllote the welfare of all classes of 
wciety, by the encouragement of industry and reduction of poor-rates ?-I am. 

3711. In the progress of your inquiries, have you turned your attention to tbe 
\yaste lands in Great Britain and Ireland ?-Particularly so; in proof of IIhich, I beg 
leave to deliver in to the Committee a general statement, which I have drawn up, 
of the territorial surface of Great Britain, Ireland, and tbe adjacent islands. 

[The IVitncss delivel-ed ill the same; which was read, (If follows:) 

A G E:\ ERAL STATEl\IE?\T of the TERRITORIAL SUltFACL of Great Britain, 
Irelalld, and the adjacent Islands; exhibiting the Quantity of Cultivated Lands, 
of the Wastes capable of being brought into a state of Cultivation, and of all 
other kinds of Surface unfit for the production of Grain, Vegetables, Hay or 
Grasses.-May 1827. 

EXPLA~ATION. 

Column 1st. CULT1VATED.-The arable lands, gardens, meadows, and pastures. 
2d. UNCULTIVATED.-The waste lanus that are capable of being converted into arable 

lands, gardens, lUeadows or pastures, (a) For planting, &c. 
3d. l; NPROFITABLE.-The surface occupied by roads of every class; lakes, rivers, 

canals, rivulets, brooks, &c.; towns and villages; farm yards ond all 
other vacant spots, as quarries, ponds and ditches; hedges and fences 
of all kinds; cliffs. craggy declivities, stony places, barren spotJr ; 
woods and plantations. 

4th. SUMMAIty,-The amount in statute acres of the three preceding Columns, and of 
course shows the superficial area of each county. 

(a) Two-thirds of. the several 9uantities stated may be considered as applicable to the 1st 
Column, and one third for plantmg young trees and the future procuration of turf, peat, &c. 
for fuel. ' 

]"-o/e,_" This mark is made against those districts which have not been Iraodled over b1 
myself. 

, W. C. 
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I 

COUNTIES. 

Bedford - - - -
Berks - - - -
Buckingham - - -
Cambridge - - -
Cheshire - - - -
Cornwall - - · 
Cumberland - - · 
Derby - · - -
Devon - - - -
Dorset - - - -
Durham - - - -
Essex - - - -
Gloucester - · · 
Hants - · - · 
Hereford - - · 
Hertford - - · · 
Huntingdon - · -
Kent - - · · 
Lancashire - · · 
Leicester - - · 
Lincoln - · · · 
Middlesex - · · 
Monmouth - · · 
Norfolk - - -
Northampton - - -
Northumberland · · 
Nottingham · - · 
Oxford · · · · 
Rutland - - · · 
Salop - · · · 
Somerset · · · 
Stafford · · · · 
Suffolk · · · · 
Surrey - - · -
Sussex · · · -
\Varwick - · · 
Westmorland · - -
Wilts · - · -
Worcester · · · 
York"hire · · -

f 

COUNTIES. 

Anglesey - · · 
Brecknock · · · 
Cardigan · - · 
Carmartben · - · 
Carnarvon · · · 
Denbigh • · - · 
l'lint - · · · 
Glamorgan · · · 
Metioneth · · · 
Montgomery · · · 
Pembroke · · · 
.Radnur . · · -

TOTALS 

550 . 

ENGLAND. 
'"'-------

Cultivated. Uncultivated. Unprofitable. SVl\lIllIlRY. 
- ----- ._-

Acres. Acres. Acre~. Acre.!. 

248,000 3 1,000 17.320 "!)i;,3 2 O 

380,000 75,000 28,840 4~3,840 
440,000 .5,000 28,600 473,600 
500,000 17,000 32,120 549,1'20 
594,000 40,000 39,280 673,z80 
550,000 190,000 109,280 849,280 
670,000 150,000 125,920 945,920 
500,000 100,000 56,640 656,640 

1,200,000 300,000 150,560 1,650,560 
573,000 25,000 45.200 643,200 
500,000 100,000 7!),04° ()79,04° 
90(1,000 )0,000 70,480 9So,480 
750,000 fi,ooo 47,840 803,840 
goo,ooo 80,000 (;1,920 J ,11+1,920 

495,000 24,000 ;)1,400 550,400 
3\0,000 8,000 19.92o 3.17,920 
'220,000 3.000 13,800 236,800 
goo,ooo 20,000 63,680 983,680 
~50,OOO zoo,ooo 121,840 1,171,840 
480,000 5,000 29,560 5 14,560 

1,465,000 180,000 113,720 1,758,7 20 
155,000 17,000 8,480 180,480 
270,000 30,000 18,720 3 18,720 

1,180,000 78,000 80,880 1,3:38,880 
555,000 50 ,000 45,880 650,8So 
goo,ooo 160,000 137,440 1,197,440 

470,000 28,000 37,680 535,6>'0 
403,000 5°'oco 28,280 481 ,280 

8g.000 1,000 .S.360 95,360 
790,000 20,000 48,240 85~,240 
900,000 88,000 62,880 1,05",880 
.s60,000 85,000 89,7 20 ;:3+·i2O 
820,000 88,000 59,680 !J117,6So 
400,000 50,000 35,120 48",120 
625,000 170 ,000 14 1,320 93 ti .3'20 
5 10,000 30,000 3i,280 ;,77,c80 
180,000 110,000 198,320 488,320 
500,000 200,000 182,560 882,56u 
400,000 30,000 31;,,,60 466,;,60 

2,500,000 (lOOlDDO 71.~,o4° ~,~IS,O+O 
-' ,.' --' - '- ---_. 

25,(j3~,000 3,454,000 3,2.j(i.·luo 
, 
I 

;)':,;J+'2,400 

WALES. 

" 
Cultivated. Uncultivated. Unprofitable. SUMM.\RY. 

--------- ._----

Acres. Acres. Acre~. Acres. 

150,000 10,000 1;1,440 173,440 
300,000 80,000 102,560 48~,5(jo 
2·~5,000 80,000 107,000 432,000 
342,000 60,000 221,360 62 3,360 
160,000 60,000 B8,160 348,160 
360,000 20,000 2,j,120 405,120 
130,000 10,000 16,160 156,160 
305,000 60,000 141,880 506,880 
350,000 20,000 54,3~0 4 2 4,320 
240,000 100,000 196,960 536,960 
300,000 20,OUO 70 ,400 390,400 
235,000 10,000 27,640 272,64 0 

3,117,000 5.30,000 I 1,10[),000 4,75 2 ,000 

ENGLAND AND WALES. 

Cultiva.ted. Uncultivated. Unprofitable. SumrnarJ. 

Acres. Acres. Acre!!. 
28,749,000 • 3,984,000 • 4,361 ,400 • 

Yy4 

aCre!. 
37,094,400. 

'-

\ 

William Cljlllip~, 
Esq. 
~ 

12 May, 
1827. 
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William Couling, General Statement of the Territorial Surface of Great Britain, Ireland, &C.-continued. 
Esq. 

"------~ 
12 i\lay, S COT LAN D. 

1827. 
COUNTIES. Cultivated. Uncultivated. Unprofitable. SUlIIMARY. ' 

Acre5. Acres. Acres. Acres. 
Aberdeen - - · 30u,OOO 450,000 520,740 1,27°,74° 
Argyle - · · 30~,ooo 600,000 1,524,000 2,4.32,000 
Ayr · · - · 292,000 300,000 432,000 1,024,000 
Banff - · · · 120,000 130,000 70,000 32o,oon 
Berwick · · · 160,000 100,000 !!5,600 285,600 
Bute - · · - 60,000 40,000 65,000 165,000 

• Caithness · - · 70,000 75,000 2,50,680 395,680 
Clackmannan - - 22,000 5,000 3,720 30,7~0 
Cromartie - - - 20,000 5,000 14,690 39,690 
Dumbarton · - - 70,000 50,000 27,200 147,200 
Dumfries - - - 212,000 320,000 620,000 1,152,000 
Edinburgh - - - 181,000 20,OO/) 29,400 230,400 
Elgin · - - - 120,000 200,000 21 7,600 537.600 
Fife - - - · 200,000 85,000 37,61)0 322,560 
Forfar - · · · ~00,000 220,000 \17,600 537,600 
Haddington - - · 100,000 30,000 30,000 160,000 
Inverness - · - 500,000 750,000 l,fi94,OOO 2,944,000 
Kincardine - - - 110,000 50,000 42,870 202,870 
Kinross · · · 30,000 10,000 13,120 53,120 
Kircudbright · - 11o,onO 200,000 254,480 5640480 
Lanark - - · 220,000 195,000 141,800 556,800 
Linlithgow - · - 50,000 10,000 11,680 71,680 
Nairn . - - · 70,000 30,000 28,000 128,000 
Peebles - - - 104,000 80,000 46,400 230,400 
Perth - · - - 500,000 550,000 606,320 1,656,3~ 
Renfrew · - · 100,000 20,000 34,240 154,'140 
Ross - - · · 301 ,000 545,000 929,830 1,775,830 
Roxburgh - · · 200,000 100,000 157,600 457,600 
Selkirk - - · · 85,000 30,000 53,320 168,320 
Stirling - · · · 200,000 50,000 62,960 312,960 

.. Sutherland · · · 150,000 600,000 372,560 1,122,560 
Wigtown · 100,000 100,000 88,960 288,960 

-s,26s,000 5,950,000 8,523,930 1!/,738,930 

IRE LAND. 
~ 

" 
,. 

COUNTIES. Cultivated. Uncultivated. Unprofitable. SUMMARY. 

Acres. ACfE"S. Acres. Acres. 
Antrim . · · · 336,400 218,870 119.136 6740406 
Armagh · · · 166,000 92,430 51,233 309,663 
Carlow · · · 173,000 34,000 15,021 222,021 
Cavan - - · - 265,4°0 160,5°0 61,720 487,620 

• Clare - · · · 579,000 104,4°0 88,044 771,444 
Cork - - · · 1,118,000 361 ,000 150,056 1,699,056 

" Donegal · · - 507,000 417,920 175,951 1,100,871 
Down · - · · 349,000 126,170 89,481 564,651 
Dublin - - · · 159,130 49,920 21,071 230,121 
East Meath · - · 465,000 40,120 26,078 531,1g8 

• Fermanagh - - · 254,000 120,500 84,fi89 459,189 
Galway - - · 829,200 532,040 2+2,479 1,603,719 

• Kerry • - · · 556,300 348,410 144>483 1,049,193 
Kildare - · · 259,990 87,670 35,875 383,535 
Kilkenny - - · 40 3,100 58,100 25,367 486,567 
King's County - · 341,310 80,900 34,954 457,164 

• Leitrim · · · 222,250 128,200 64,189 414.639 
Limerick · · - 460,000 \14,110 52,425 626,5~5 

• Londonderry · · 27g,400 172,070 80,214- 531,684 
Longford - - · 121,900 41,460 5:1,963 217,323 
Louth - - - · 157,000 12,000 10,415 179,415 

" Mayo . · - - 502,9°0 565,570 212,302 1,28o,77~ 
Monaghan - · - 257,000 12,000 21,952 ~go.g5~ 
Queen's County · · 311,100 47,120 22,966 381,186 
ROicommon • · · 348,000 122,460 91,113 561 ,573 

• Sligo - · · - 143,500 189,930 66,953 4Do,38~ 
Tipperary · · · fi93,200 \13,490 92,329 899,019 • Tyrone 766,g08 - · · 539,900 l:j5,020 91,988 
Waterford · · · 348,500 44,220 33,016 425,7a6 
West Meath . - · 287,330 5 1,200 36,581 375,111 
Wexford · · · 340,470 156,200 58,828 555,4g8 
WicklQW · · · 281,000 162,000 61,792 .SO-h79! 

12,125,280 4,900,000 2~16,664 1-19,441,944 
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Unprofitable. I NAMES. 

" Man -

" SciIIy • 
" Jersey • 
"Guernsey • 
"Alderney • 
" Sark, &c. &c . 

• Orkneys • 
and 

• Shetland -

ENGLAND 

WALES -

SCOTLAND 

IRELAND 

BRITISH ISLANDS -

~1 -( 

: j 

Cultivated. Uncultivated. SUMMARY. 

1------
I 

Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres. 

95,000 22,800 140 ,800 

31,6uo :30 ,669 130 ,:359 

RECAPITULATION. 

Cultivated. Uncultivated. Unprofitable. !SUMMARY. 

Acres. Aerts. Acres. Acres. 

25,63 2 ,000 3,454,000 3,256,400 32,342 ,400 

3,117,000 530,000 1,105,000 4,75 2 ,000 

5,265,000 5,950,000 8,52 3,930 11),738,930 

12,125,280 4,900,000 2,4 16,664 19,441,944 

383,690 166,000 569,469 1,119,1.59 

I 46,522,9;- ~,~00,oOO--I~,871 '~1--77'394'433 

A GENERAL STATE:\IENT of the Superficial Area of Great Britain, Ireland, 

and the adjacent British Islands. 

-r " 
Arable Land :Meadows. Ullcultivated Allnual Yalue Surface I i:>UIIIMARY 

TERRITORIAL Pastures, Wn::!tes of ~uch Wa~les incapable of any: of each 
VI \'ISIONS. 

and 
ond capable of in their kind of I Territorial 

Gardens.- Marshes. ImprovelDcllt. present state. Improvement. Divi:.ion. I . . 
Statute Acres. Statute Acres. Statute Acres. Sterling Pounds. Statute Acres. Statute Acres. 

ENGr.AND . - · 10,252,800 15,379,200 3,454,000 1,700,000 3,~56'400 32,342 ,400 
WALES - - . - 890,570 2,226,430 530,000 200,000 1,105,000 4,752,000 
SCOTLAND - . - 2,493,950 2,77 1•050 5,950,000 1,680,000 8,523,930 19,738,930 
IRELAND . - · 5,381),040 6,736,240 4,900,000 1,395,000 2,416,664 19,441,944 
BRITISH ISLANDS • · 109,630 274,oCio 166,000 25.000 .;69,469 1,119,159 

------- -------- ------- ------ --_._--- ------
19,135,990 2;,386,980 15,000,000 5,000,000 15,87 1.463 77,394,433 

• The arlble lands and gardens, added to the meadows, pastures, and marshes. will correspond with the 
Totals exhibited in the preceding Tables under the head Cultivated, in the 15t Column. 

• •. The Pounds /Sterling stated in this Column are the result of calculations made for each county, and 
accordmg to the present value of such lands in their present Uncultivated state. 

The preceding information has been obtained from numerous excursions made from various parts of the 
empir~, and amount to an aggregate distance of upwards of 50,000 miles; ~mhrncing the greater part of 106 
countIes, and 11 others that 1 have partially travelled over, from 1796 to 181U, and from 18'l+ to 18~7· 

550. 

London, } 
11th May 1827. 

William Cnu/il/g. 
Civil Engineer and SurvtJIlr. 
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37 12. \r ,,:-; this paper dr~ w~ up by yoursel.f in. you.r pr}vate capacit,Y, or as on~ of 
the Directors of that ASSOCIatIOn, and by their ciJrectIOn ,-In my p~lvate capacity. 
I drew the whole up from minutes of my own, that I have been collectmg for upwardS" 
of twenty-five years; but I told the society that I would draw up a paper of that 

sort. I . .. 
3 j 13. Upon what document, or u~on wh~t persona Il1Spe~tlOn, IS that st~tement 

founded ?-U pon my own personal Il1spectlOn of 1 I 7 c~untles, 1.06 of which may 
be considered as inspected three-fourth~, and elevcn partially, which I have stated 
in the paper; with respect to the remall1der, I have consulted the best authorities 
to which I could procurc access.. .. . 

37 14. Are the number of acres willch are s~ated 111 .tllls paper with regard to 
Ireland, English or Irish acres ?-Statute ac~es Il1 every I11s~ance. .' 

37 15. Have you compared the accoun~ wlllc.h you have given of the uncultivated 
acres in Ireland with the account con tamed Il1 the Report of the Bog Commis
sioners ?-I have; all opportunity was afforded me of seeing. tha~ Report upon the 
Bogs of Ireland, which state them, some in statute and others 111 Insh acres, amourft
iner to about one million and a quarter actually surveyed, and about one million and 
a quarter that had been inspected, none of ,,"hich were of bogs under .')00 acres, nor 
does the Report contain more than one·fourth of. the '''ho.le territory of Ireland j 

with respect to the inspection of part of them, I find that It was done precisely in 
the same way that I inspected them mYbelf. 

3716. You make a division between cultivated and uncultivated, what descrip
tion of land do you include in the uncultivated which is not included in the Repurt 
of the Boa Commissioners ?-I consider all lands as uncultivated that are not in 
a munner tenced round, or that have not some particular boundary to them; I do 
not say that it is all common land, but as far as I have been able to judge, I mean 
that it is uncultivated land, not common field land; probably much may be private 
property. 

3717. What is the difference, generally speaking, in point of fertility, between 
the lands which are headed uncultivated, in your Table, in England, Scotland and 
Ireland ?-I helieve the ullcultivated land of England may be consicjered as more 
valuable than that of Ireland; I consider the uncultivated lands of Ireland as much 
more valuable than the uncultivated land of Scotland; that will be explained better 
by the allnual value which I have put to those lands. 

3718. On what data have you come to that cOllclusion ?-From my olVn inspec
tion, and from my having first turned Illy attention, when a young man, to the 
question of the waste land~; in consequence of 1I0t havina ueen bred a farmer, and 
expecting through life to have to attach values upon land,e>the subject of waste lands 
has been \\ ith me, from seventeen years of age, a perpetual subject of amusement 
and inquiry . 

. 1 i 1<). You have stated that the uncultivated waste lands capable of cultivation 
in England are more naturally fertile than those of Ireland, and that those of Ire
land are more naturally fertile than tbose of Scotland ?- I conceive so . 

. 3720, I-lave y(J~ any calculation of the capitalllE'cessat"j' at the present moment to 
brIng those wastes mto a state of average culti,'atiol1 for labour ?-N ot exactly, but I 
have da~a upon which I could furnish a paper of that sort; but I find, on reference to 
the Parhamentary RepOl:ts dra.wn ~ut by the gentlemen who were en~ployed in. Ireland, 
that they vary so much III their estinJatcs, that I hesitate in bringing the thing for
wa~~ ~ uut I should be happy to fu.rnis.b it according to my opini~n and .belief: 

;) I:" I. The mode probably of dOlllg It, would be to select some county In England, 
Ireland and Scotland, and then to give the details upon those particular c()unties? 
-That would be t~e onl¥ \la» ~nd that should be done uy two persons, so th~t 
there can be no km.d of partiality, for it is astonishiner how those things vary JU 

consequence of the difference in opinion of persons wh~ are employed to draw out 
such statements. 

3j22 .. You ,,"?uld n~cessarily admit that supposinO" no difficulties occur in the cha
racter ot legal dlfficul~les affecting tile tenure of property, the reason why the waste 
lands an: not brought mto culti.vation, is, that it is not supposed that they will give ~ :e
muneratllJg.return for the ~apl~al which must be laid out upon them r-I am posl~lve 
th.at, speak~ng ?f ~he cultn"atlOIl of waste lands as a farmer, that by the practical 
~IOCeS! of la\"lm.ng It ,,"ould be highly .impolitic to bring them into cuI.tivation; and 
<Jlthou"h I co?slder the~re are ten 1I11lhons of acres capable of great )mprovem~nt, 
and of pr~ducl\lg: food tor man or beast, yet I do not consider that there are above 
three I.mlhons ~t those acres that it \louta be prudent to put the plough over, but 
I conSider that If they were brought in by spade husbandry, in the same way that 

I have 
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I have seen in Cornwall and Devonshire, and other parts of the country where the 
miners and persons of that sort have other labour to attend to, then I think the 
cultivation of the waste lands becomes a question of great national importance. 

3723. Limiting your observa~ions to th~ three 1~lillions of waste lands which you 
describe to be of such comparatIvely superIor quality that they '\"Quid answer to be 
cultivated by the plough, is not the reason at this moment that they are not cultivated 
a general impression that they would not repay the expenses of cultivation, subject 
to -the present price of that which is to be produced upon them ?-That question 
I cannot exactly an~wer; it is not my own opinion, at the same time I have heard 

-it urged as the opinion of others. 
3724. Can you SU IT!1est any reason that can prevent capital ueing employed in 

the cultivation of theo~'aste lands, other than the conviction that it will not repay? 
-Most assured lv, because it is impossible to touch those lands without legislative 
interference. " 

3725. Do you mean to give it as Y0ill" opinion to the COlllmittee, founded on your 
experience, that there are not many thousand acres of that class which you would 
consider the most valuable of the uncultivated lands, to the cultivation of ",hich no 
legal impediments exist ?-I am not aware of any uncultivated lands to which legal 

'impediments do not exist, unless it is to Crown lands, but 1 am aware that there 
are many hundred thousands of acres in this country that would be inclosed and 
cultivated, were it not for the impression on various persons minds as to tithes, and 
as to disputes in the country; there are a thousand things which prevent the 
cultivation of the waste lands, independently of the expense; for instance in Wales, 
both North and South, it i3 impossible to bring forward an Act of inclosure with
out a vast deal of party spirit being shown on the occasion. I do not suppose tbat 
one inclosure hill .bas ever passed without such party spirit being evinced; from 
1809 to 18161 knew every thing that was going forward in Walcs in that way, 
and it is impossible in conveying any tbing like what may be considered evidence, 
an idea of the innumerable impediments that occur locally against the cultivation of 
waste lands; there are some persons that are greatly injured, and otbers that are 
greatly benefited. But I have always considered that the uncultivated state in which 
the waste lands of any country remain, operates against that country; 1 know that 
my opinion has been frequently controverted; there is an impression ill the country 
tbat uJ taking the commons away, you deprive the poor man of the means of support. 
Taking commons away in some cases does that, uut it must be considered that the 
man has no legal right to what he has taken from him; and if the CJuestion were 
looked at dispassionately, and if proper evidence were given as to certain portions 
of 'country where inclosures have taken place, I am certain the benefit ",ould be 
apparent in a tenfold degree to tbe evil which has succeeded after inclosures. 

3726. Will you be good enough to make a calculation for the Committee, of til(' 
expense of locating a man, a woman, and three children, on any of the waste lands 
in England, taking the most fertile class of waste lands, and under the circumstance 
of such location opening a prospect of his not only being able himself and his 
children to live independently, but also at the termination of seven years to pav 
interest upon the whole sum which has been laid out for his location, and also ulti"
mately to redeem the principal ?-I will endeavour to furnish such a calculation. 

[The fYitness delivered in an Estimate, which was read, as follows:] 

ESTDIATE of the Expense of locating a Family, consisting of a 1\fan, his 
Wife, and three Childrcn, on Waste, or good Uncultivated Lands, in South 
Britain or Ireland, or the scuthern parts of Scotlalld. 

l. Transport of the five persons, with the baggage, &c. £. s, d. 
say fifty miles on an average, to their location 3 

2. Implel1lents necessary for cultivation, &c. &c. I 10 

3· Mechanical implements - -
4. Household and cooking furniture " 

- I 
, 

5· Cottage, cow-shed, pig-stye, &c. ::!6 
6. Potatoes, and seeds to commence with 4 
7· Provisions for one year - I 

2.5 
I 

~. Cow and pig, poultry, &c. -
I 

9 
9· Bedding, ulankets, &c. " I 10; Proportion of expense of supcrintellllencc -

I 
10 

L- is 
Z z 2 By 

William Cfiuling, 
Esq. 
~ 
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William Cuuling, By the produce of 4 acres of waste !and by spade husbandry, I consid~r the 
Esq. family may maintain themselves, and dl.spose of produce to the a~ount ,ot 21.'. 

'-- ---../ or 22 I, sterling per annum, after paymg 8/. per annum yearly lent, eIther 10 

H May, money or the prod ace of the land and stock. 'V:tl' C l' 
18~7' I lam ou mg. 

Loudon, :\lay 1827· 

37 2 7. Do you know of any lands uncultivated in England without claims of pri
vate property attaching to them ?--None, except Crown lands. 

37 28. Can you speak as to ~he .extent of ,Crown la?ds still uncultivated in E~g
land ?-I cannot; I made apphcatlOn sOllle tIme bac~ tor one of the Reports relatIve 
to the 'Voods and Forests, but I could not procure It. 

37 2 9. Do you know the forest of Exmoor?-I do. " 
3-00, Are' you aware that that immense tract, contammg 40 ,000 acres, has 

latel/ been sold by the Crown to ?ne individ~al ?- T am not ex~ctly aware of the 
lact; but I understood when last In DevonshIre that a large portIon of Exmoor had 
been sold to one individual. 

3731. Are there not large portions of that land of good quality, and capable of 
being brought into cultivation, paying a good interest for the outlay?-J should 
think so. 

373 2 . Are you not of opinion that the bringing into cultivation so large a tract 
as that is quite beyond the means of anyone individual?- I should consider it be
yond the means of anyone individual, unless he was a man of considerable fortune, 
and likewise paid vcry considerable attention to the thing himself; for instance, the 
forest of Brecknock is a case in point, which the Government sold a part of in 
1817, but I understand the party has lost a great deal of money by bringing it into 
cultivation, 

3733. Are you able to state to what you consider the loss of that indi\-idual to be 
attributable, to the insufficiency cf his capital, or to the unproductiveness of the 
land ;--It is almost impossible to answer a questioJ,l of that sort; the individualll'ho 
purchaseo Brecknock forest, 1 understand, was a person of capital; but some per
sons, when they have got a tract of country of this sort, set about it in a very im
proper mode, and that is a sort of spcculative farming which I by 110 means con
sider applicable to bringing into cultivation the uncultivateo lands. 

373+ What mode of farming would you propose to substitute as preferable to 
that upon which you have made your ohservation '-I consider the mode in which 
any p~rson should go about cultivating a large tract would be to select the best spot 
upon It in the first instance. 

373.5. Do you consider that it wouid be at all a preferable mode of undertaking 
the improvement of the waste lands to conduct such improvements under the direc
tion of a committee or association, rather than leave it to individual speculation ?-
I think if any thing is done with respect to the cultivation of waste lands in the 
country, it should he done under a body, at least that the orders should emanate 
from a body, 

3730. On what principle do you conceive that such cultivation would be carried 
on better by a voluntary association of individuals, than it would be carried on by 
the.capi~al, by the sk!lI, and by the f'conomical principles produced, ancl. direct.cd 
by I.ndlvldualm~ere~t r-l do not exactly understand the difference; mdlvlduals 1Il

c10smg ,and cultivating. waste lands, if they themselves look after it and understand 
the ,suhJect, they are hkely to succeed. Again, bodies who are possessed 01 gr~at 
capItal, and wbo would, uncfcrtake t~ cultivate a tract of country, may likeWIse 
succeed; but where ~ thl11k the case IS very different, snch as the case of Ex~oor 
a~d Brecon. Forest, IS where an individual comes down himself, not acquamted 
WIth the subject, and employs persons who have no interest in it and possess no 
local knowledge of the country. 

3737· Do ,you not ,conceive t~at there would be a still greater danger on the 
par~ o~ ?ssoclated ~odles, of theIr having an absence of proper control and a want 
of I11dlVldual superIntendence or of a due regard to economy ?-There would be a 
due regard to eco~omy on the part of every person who wished to live very n.ear ~r 
on the spot; but 111 every operation of the sort that I have seen done both m thl~ 
country, and in Russia under. the orders of the Emperor, those things always ap
peared to me to be complete Jobs. T have been told there was a large sum of 
money lost upon Brecon FOI'est, and there was an immensity of money lost ,by 
some person that was ~ent out to l1us,ia at a great expense, he was living ther~ hke 

a prmce, 
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a prince as lonfl as there was any money going forward, and then the land went 
back to ~early the same state in which it was before. 

3738. Do you not conceive that in the individual interest of one possessor, you 
have a greater security against what you have alluded to under the name of jobs, 
than you would have if those.indi\·iduals were acting u~der the control of an as~o
ciation or company ?-I conSIder that a company established for the purpose of Ill
closing or cultivating land of the extent of Brecon Forest, should have ~t least one 
individual immediately under their control, who should he a man. versed m the sub
ject, who would not allow any unnecessary expens/'s to be entered Into, and he should 
likewise be locally acquainted with the district. 

3739. Would not that be equally the case whether the superi!1te!1~ent so qualified 
as you describe was actin'" under the control of a nUllJber of IndIVIduals, or under 
the control of a man of la~ge property, who had a personal in:erest in having it 
cultivated in the best manner ;-1 look lIpon it the case is the same, whether there 
is a single proprietor or a body of proprietors; ~lIt ~h.ere is generally a difference 
between the mode of proceeding adopted by one mdlvldual, and that adopted by 
a public body. 

3740. Have vou any experience of any attempt to cultivate waste lands having 
taken place under the control of a voluntary association ?-N ot in this country; 
at least there was none in this country prior to 1816. 

3741. What have you heard of since 1816 ?-Not of any public body for 
cultivation. 

3742. What have you heard of at all since 1816 ?-Of societies of that s(lrt 
abroad, but not here. I leit England in 1 S 1 7, and did not return here till July 
1824, and therefore I am acquainted with scarcely any thing that was going for-
ward in this country during that period. . . . 

3743. What establishments do you allude to III ForeIgn countnes?-To those that 
have been undertaken by order of the Emperor of Russia. 

3744. Where are they situated ?--The principal one that I allude to nolV is near 
Rabova, in the province of St. Petersburgh. There are many others. 

374.'i. You have stated, that even if all legal impediments were removed to the 
cultivation of what you call the waste lands of Great Britain, they would not 
repay the capital that might be laid out in their cultivation?- I consider so; I think 
it admits of no doubt. 

3746, Are you aware of any employment of capital in this cuuntry whatsoever, 
that is not founded upon the presumption that the returns will repay for the expense 
of cultivation ?-N 0; 1 apprehend capital would not be advanced for that or any 
other purpose, unless there was a prospect of an ultimate return. 

3747. Then is the Comlllittee to understand that your view is this, that although 
the waste lands of Great Britain, if cultivated, would nut afford a profitable return, 
there are political reasons that mig);}t make it desirable that a certain degree of 
expen5e, without return, should be incurred in tbeir cultivation ?-That is ;ny inea, 
because I conceive that it would reduce the poor-rates. 

3748. In the answcr you have given with reference to the possibility of profitably 
cultivating the waste lands of England, do you mean to extend the same observa
tions to the waste lands of Ireland?-They are applicable to them all. 

3749. You say you think it would produce a beneficial effect upon the poor
rates; if it produced a saving with respect to the POOl'S rates, of course such savincr 
would be considered as part of the return for the muney expended ?-There ar~ 
several things connected with the cultivation of the waste lands, which it is almost 
impossible to explain in a few moments; in the first place I look upon the culti
\'ation of the waste lands as tending to ameliorate the condition of the lower orders 
of persons, and it will do away with an immense number of horses; I think this 
country is eaten up in a manncr by horses, and were the internal communications 
of the country improved, tbat there would be much more land left to wake use of 
in this count,'Y' 

3750. When you speak of the cultivation of the waste lands, where do you sup
pose the money to come from with which to cultivate them ?--I apprehend the 
mO~ley can be found ill the same way as to pay people that are dependent upon the 
parish f~r support; as money can be found tor that purpose to such an enormous 
extent, It could be found to cultivate three or four millions of acres of waste lands. 

3751. Then the money which you consider as applicable to the improvement of 
the waste lands, is money which in the present state of things is applied to other 

550. Z Z 3 purposes? 

Wiltrarn Couiillg. 
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William Couling, purposes ?-I apprehend that would form a considerable source from which the 
Esq. money ought to be brought. ., . 
~ ~------' 375 2 • Supposing that the money w~lch IS now employe~ m ot~er m?tters, could 

H May, be employed, in the present s~ate. of tllln~s, as profitably III the inclosing ~f w~ste 
1827. lands, how do you account for It not bel~g ~o em~loyed at the present tIme r

Because persons are frightened against be~II1mng to mclose lands; they know that 
the expenses of obtaining an Act, and vanous other local eJP~nses,. would swallow 
up the money before the land could I~ake any ret~rn; all t ere IS another thing 
which is an obstacle, the payment of tIthes. I beheve th~t all the attempts of the 
country to bring about the inclosure of the waste I~nds without some compromise 
being made with respect to tithe~, would prove abortl~e. . 

3753. Does it not almost umformly take place I\'!th respe~t to mclosures, that 
,in the cases of such inclosures a part of the land IS set aSide for the purpose of 
glebe ;- I t has occurred in many cases, a.nd it was prop~s~d in 1809; 1810, and 
181 I, in Wales; but there were so many differences of opmloll about It, that they 
could not agree. 

3i54. In al\ cases of inclosure is there not an exemption for the first seven years 
from the payment of tithe ?-I have heard tbat contended against. 

3755, Have you had an opportunity of reading tbe Evidence which has been 
recently laid upon the table of tbe House of Commons, tuken before this Com
mittee ?-I have partially read it, 1 bave not read it with the attention that I mean 
to do. ' ) 

3756. You would perceive in that evidence, tbat many persons on the part of 
parishes have expressed their conviction, tbat in the caoe of able-bodied paupers 
·who are permanently chargeable on the parishes, and the expense of maintainincr 
WhOIll, in tbe proportion of a man, a woman, amI three childrell, is estimated at thg 
least at 25 I. per annum, tbat it would be worth while to raise 6ot. or jot. by 
annuity on the parish rates for the purpose of removing those people to the ~ orth 
American colonies, provided they were consentient to such removal; those wit
nesses appeal' to consider, that inasmuch as the expfllse of the annuity would not 
be more than lOt. per annum, "hereas the annual expense of the parish in supportillg 
those paupers is '2,3 t. pel' annum, they would immediately obtain a saving of 15t. per 
annum upon the parish rates, and at the end of ten years lhe annuity would have 
satisfied the original debt. Supposing it were suggested to those parishes to raise 
the same sum upon their rates, and to apply that sum to tbe cultivation of any land 
within the parish by any principle of bu~bandrv wbich could be suggested, are you 
Qf opinion that an equal economy would be p~oduced by the one system as by the 
other ?-N?~ 1 am certain tliat it could not; I am decidedly of opinion that.t~e 
first proposItIOn would be the cheapest, but whether it would be the more hencfiClal 
would be another question. 

3757. Is the Committee to infer that it is your opinion that there are large 
~asses of unc~ltivated land in England capable of great improvement, which wo~ld 
Yield, a ,large.mterest upon the capital employed in improving the~, but wh~ch 
rem.am 111 theIr present unprofitable condition owing only to the proprIetor wantIng 
~apltal ?-l think it may be said it would yield interest, but I would not say larg(l 
mterest, , 

3758. Would it yield lJIore than the current rate of interest?-Yes, there is no 
doub~ about that, upon those lands tbat are fit to be brought in. I presume the 
questIOn refers to. tbe farming system; there is a wonderful difference in the return 
that would be made in tbe small portions that would be brought in through spade 
husbandry, to wbat there would be by tbe I)lough, for I would not recommend more 
than from th.ree to fou~ millions of acres to be touched with the plough. 

,)759, If It wo.uld Yield, a remunerating profit upon the capital emplo~~d, how,do 
you account for It not bel11g so expended ?-It is owinO' to the sort ot lin pressIOn 
that I h,ave found to exist in the country for the last tl?ree years, as to tithes an4 
other thlllgs, and the unsettled state in whicb the Corn Bill has been in the country, 
that I believe has operat.ed in a great measure, sOllle parties supposin~ that the whole 
of the land lIould be, thrown out of culti\ation, and others saying that the waste 
lands are worth nothing. 

3 ilio. If your opini~n is so confident as to the remuneration to be derived from 
the cultivation of tbose lands, how do you reconcile that with the opinion th~t yOU 

expr~ssed, that they would not repay in the event of money being laid out 10 the 
locatlllg of paupers upon them as contrasted with a system of Emi(rrli.tion ;_13ccaus~ 
I apprehend that loeating p~upers requires a house, which hOlfse destroys everj 
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thing that I have to say; my idea is, that if you were to allot about four acres to 
each person, I would ~a y in a momen~ tha~ would be the best way; but the. man 
must have a, place to live in, and I belIeve It would cost at least :251. to buIld a 
coWl<1e and appurtenances. 

3761 . Then you consider that there, are no porti~ns of waste land in Englan.d 
which it would be advantageous to cultIvate, by settlmg persons at present destI
tute upon them ?-It would be impossible to settle persons upon them without 
building houses. There are districts in this country where the population does 
not appear to be redundant, and there are other districts where there is not a 
sufficiency of population; the idea of the Society was, that it might be possible to 
have a sort of local emigration by sending parties there; but as it would be nec.es-' 
5ary to provide them with a residence, that would take as much money as to bring 
lands into cultivation. 

3762. Do you know of any persons, or proprietors, or corporate bodies, that 
would give a portion of land to Government for such a purpose?-I do not, 
certainly. ' 

376,1. Granting for a moment that the poverty of the labouring classes arises 
from their large numbers, are you not prepared to admit, that adding to the number 
of buildings, and subdividing the land intu small plots, would add to that evil 1-
It would, were it not in the way that I wish to do it, by transferring parties at pre
sent living in smail, close and confined habitations; it would be an extension of 
the people without increasing that evil, poverty. 

3764. While the present law of settlement exi5ts in England, would not such a 
transfer of the poorest classes from one part of England to another be beneficial? 
-I think so. 

3765. Are you aware that it is proposed to give to each family a portion of 
land, to the amount of 100 acres, in the colonies; what do you suppose would be 
the proper quantity to give to them in England, upon ti:e plan you propose?-I 
propose that the parties here should have about four acres, enough to supply them 
with vegetables and a few other things; not to make small farmers of them. 

3766. Do you know that that very system has been one of the great evils of 
Ireland ?-I apprehend that the evils with respect to Ireland are to be sought for 
in a very different source; I believe they arise entirely from the corrupt system of 
administering the affairs of persons who have large estates there. 

376,. Then you do not apprehend that any great portion of the evils of Ireland 
arises from the great subdivision of farms ?-I believe the subdivision of farms can 
be no otherwise an evil than in this way, a man that has too little land to wpport 
himself and family llIust of course labour, but a man that has a portion of land 
which neither makes him a small farmer nor a labourer, I think is likely to receive 
no great injury, I look upon the evils of Ireland to ue many; and certainly the 
system of havinp; five, six or seven masters, who have all an interest in the land, 
may operate, and does operate, very much to injure the peasant. 

3768. Under the proposed system of emigration, the Government would give to 
each of those individuals 100 acres of land, now the property of the Government. 
in a country where they could easily get every description of materials necessary to 
build a house, and to cultivate the land, and to become in a short time capitalists; 
b?t in your cottage system you could not accomplish that object unless, you could 
/1:lve them such a quantity of land as would bring them within a different descrip
tIOn of persons than what they now are ?-I have considered that point a good 
d,ea~, bec.ause, th,e p~opo~iti~n fo~ locating persons in the Canadas is precisely 
SImIlar WIth dlstncts III RUSSIa whIch I have seen; the parties there at first clear 
a large wood; and I know that the expense at which they could be located in 
Canada must be about the same expense as it would cost in Russia; but 1 have 
no~ yet. been able to make up my mind to say what tbe political object of the 
system IS; but having been for months with them in the woods, c1earincr them, in 
Ru~sia,. in differ.ent parts of the empire, I am very well aware that they h"ave wood, 
w.hlch IS excessIvely dear here; they have likewise food quite at hand. In fact, 
moe poods and II pwards of flour, about 400 lbs. wei!!ht, I know in some districts 
of the Russian. empire will be sold for about three English shillings. an? ~he highest 
sum that I be~leve could be brought forvJard would be twenty-eight shIllIngs; con
~9uently, takIng the medium, it wonld be much cheaper than even they could get 
It 1\1 ,Canada; but at all events that operates materially aoainst laying out sums in 
locatmg them in England. e 

,3769: Your opinion, then, of the relative cheapness of the h..-o systems isde
cldcdlylU favour of emigration to the Canadas, in preference to settling them upon 
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William Couling, the waste lands of England, ~ut you think that that is counterbalanc~d by. political 
Esq. reasons ?-I think that it admIts of no doubt whatever that the loc~tlon ot persons 
~ in Canada would be much cheaper than locating them here; I thlllk that may be 

12 May, considered as finally settled. 
1827. 

Mr. 
Benjamin Wills. 
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l\Ir. Benjamin Trills, formerly a Surgeon, s~nce an occ~pier of several hundred 
acres of land, chiefly his own freehold, III the countIes of Kent and Surrey, 
called in; and Examined. 

3i70. YOU are a Director of a General Aswciation to which the last Witness 
bt:lon(Js ?-I am a director and honorary secretary. 

3771. When was this Association formed ?-It has been formed into that shape 
ratber recently. 

3772 . It i~ stated in a paper which has been put in, that the names of the 
directors of the General Association will be given at the next public meeting, have 
those names ever been given ?-The public meeting there referred to, has not taken 
place. 

3773. Then, in point of fact, are there now any directors ?-There are some 
directors at this time. 

3774. lIow many persons are there constituting this society?-The society is 
formed of two parts. 

3775. How llIany are the directors ?-The directors are about five. 
37Il). How many are the members of the society?-The other part of the 

society, which is the central committee, is composed of eight or nine more. 
3777. When was the first association of those individuals formed ?-Ten years 

ago the elementary part of the society was formed, but it was formed into this 
shape on the 19th of February last. 

3i78. Have you allY funds for the purpose of carrying the objects of the society 
into effect ?-Certainly. 

3779. Is the whole extent of funds subscribed ?-That is at it is wanted. 
3780. Then are the Committee to understand that the whole society consists of 

the directors and of the central committee?-They are the organs, because, in pro
portion as the society's communication extends through the country, they have per· 
petual accessions of persons in the diflerent ramifications of commerce throughout 
the country. 

3781. How many communicating members have they at present, who belong 
to the society?- They vary; one week there are fewer letters arrive, another week 
more. 

3782. Does not your committee publish resolutions, with a circular, illustrative 
of their views, and transmit the same to all the tradin(J societies in.the kingdom to 
which they can communicate ?-It does. 1:> 

3783. Do you not make an appeal to landowners, merchants, farmers, manufac
turers and shopkeepers of evt:ry description, for their assistance in bringing the views 
of this Association before Parliament?-Yes. 

3784. Do you not recoinmend a general association of the employers and the 
employed, for the purposes of furthering the views of this society?-Certainly .. 

3?~5. Is not one of the principles of your society, that it is expedient to establish 
a mmlmUl11 of wages of labour ?-It is. 

3786. Is it not a~so a principle of your society, that it would be expedient .to 
transfer a great portIon of ~he taxation, which hears upon commodit~es of ~uhsls· 
t~nc.e ~n~ comfort, to m?chmery generally, and steam in particlIlar, WIth a ~Iew of 
dll11ll1lshlllg the produ?~lve P?""C[ of the machinery, and thereby benefiUI~g the 
manual labourers?-'" Ith a vIew to enable the community at large to subSIst the 
better. 

3 787. ~-ou st!lte, that'y0ur object is to produce a fair and adequate remtineration 
for labour ,-It IS; that IS the cardinal point. 

3i88. You attribute tl:e reduction of the wacres of labour as well as the po\"erty 
of the labouring classes, to the system of individ~al competiti~n?-We ~once~ve th~t 
the ,,·ages of labour have not for a considerable time been sufficient, eIther In agu
cultural or in manufacturing industry, and we conceive that we can point out what 
~he remedy for the evil is, which will without allY emigration replace the labourer 
In the . t t' . h' h h' , 

51 ua IOn III W IC e ouaht to stand in a free country. 
3789. Do you admit that .th~ supply of . labour is much greater than the dem~d, 

and co?sequently that the pnce of labour IS lowered in consequence of the sUPFly 
exceedmg the demand ?-l do 1I0t subscribe to that for this reason: We will go bacl 
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to(} the time of the war; the demand for labour then was more than adequate to 
the supply of labour, which at that time naturally should have' produced a. favour
able efiect upon the labourer's condition, but it did not; at that very tIme, the 
poor man was thrown ~pon the ~arish. Now we c?nceive that it is.a. most unsound 
state of society, that III proportlOll as the landed mterests were gammg, and when 
the price ot' wheat was so high, that the poor m~n at that verx moment should ~e 
taken and flung as a tub over-board. ". e conceIVe that nothll1g can be sound III 

any country without the foundation is sound, and that a free COUl?try cannot. subsist 
long without some protection being afl"orded to the labourer, whIch pr?tectlOn was 
given by our ancestors, and which existed down to the year I ~ 13, nomlllally, when 
the legislature del;t"oyed the power of the magistrates over the wages of labour, by 
which the labourer obtained the command of tIro bushels of wheat per week; he 
had twenty-four quartcru loaves per \leek even at the time of the Re~·olution. 'Vhat 
is the reason, that when we are so much richer no\\' than we were then, that the 
labourer is the only man that is to be throll"n down in the midst of the riches and 
affluence of the nation. "'e contend that this is not fair, that the labourer should 
share in proportion with the rest of the nation, and that his circumstances should 
be better in proportion as the aggregate wealth of society is increased. 

3790. Is the remedy that you propose any legislative interference, regulating the 
amount of wages of labour, and protecting the labourer from the inconveniences 
you have alluded to ?-That is one of ,lie remedi~s. 

3791. Is there any remedy di;,(inct from that ?-There is. 
3792. Is there any remedy which you wish to suggest to this Committee, that 

will be effectual, without a legislative interference, to regulate the amount of wages? 
-Certainty not, only in part. We caLl make the labourer better off without the 
interference of the legislature; but it is a legislative interference that we are looking 
forward to. 

3793. Is that a cardinal point of your system, a recurrence to what you have 
considered the ancient policy of thp. country, by establishing a legislative interference 
as to the rate of wages ?-That is not the only point, because we do not conceive 
that the country is in exactly a state at present that anyone remedy can meet all 
those exigencies . 
. 3794· Do you consider that an essential part of your system? - We do. 

37Y.s. It apllears that one of your resolutions is as follows, "To the influence 
of a ruinous system of individual competition in reducing the wages of labour, is 
to be ascribed not only the unexampled poverty and misery ot' the labouring, but 
the embarrassment and ruin of the mercalltile and trading classe~." 'Vilat do you 
there mean by the words "individual competition," do you there refer to the case 
of a number of persons offering themselves as labourers or artisans at whatever 
price the capitali,t can aftord to pay them ?-rr I were to attempt to reply to that 
question I should not do justice to it, as it is not my precise province to enter into 
that part of the subject, and I beg to refer the Committee to another gentleman 
who IS here. 

3796. Is another essential part of your system, the imposition of a tax upon 
machinery, \Iith a view of enabling Ill~l1ual labour to come more into competition 
with it?-It would to a certain extent have that effect. 

. 3797· Is that a part of your system ?-I will not call it a tax, but, lifting it irom 
the necessaries of life to this power, is part of the system. 

3798. Though you will not call it a tax. is this one of the Resolutions of your 
SocIety, " That this meeting cannot refrain from expressing its unqualified beliet: 
that .much good would result to the country at large, and to the working classes in 
particular, by a transfer of a great portion of taxes 011 commodities of subsistence 
and comfort, . to steam power and machinery"?-It is. 

3799: Is it ano~her essential part of yo~r.system, to interfere oy legislative enact
ment WIth the unblassed effects of competitIOn of one workman with another, and 
of one employer with another ?-I conceive that the farmer and his labourers are 
persons that i~ is necessary to interfere between, inasmuch as we contemplate not 
merely one object but several, to set the nation upon its legs again. 

3800. Have you any practical knowledge of farming ?-Some. 

I h
3801. Have you personally inspected any of the waste lands in England?
ave seen them. 

3~02. Have you made yourself acquainted with their quality and their extent, 
and ~n short are you per~otlally acquainted with the real situation of such waste 

.)) ). :\ a a land? 
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land ?-I have seen the effect of an Inclosure Bill, of 6000 acres, in a parish where

I resided. 
3803. In what parish was that situated ?-At Croydon.. '. 
3804. Do you consider the quality of that lan~ t? ~e superior, or mferlOr to the 

average quality of tbe waste lands of Great BrItam ;-1 should suppose they are 
superior to tbe average of waste lands. . • . 

3805. On which side of Croydon d?es that land he r-At wha~ I~ called Croydon 
Common which is almost a town of Itself; and a large mass of It m Norwoorl. 

3806. 'That is a strong clay land, is not it? - Tb~re is a good deal of clay tbere. 
38°7. What was the state of this land at the time the process of cultivating it 

began?-It was principally furze.. . • ". 
3808• What were the rights t?at. eXIsted upon It ,-':fhe mhabltan~ housebolders 

claimed it· bv the Inclosure BIll It was stated tbat It was uncertam whetber as 
inbabitant 'householders they had a right, but admitting they had no right, they were 
to set aside so many hundred acres for them; but the freebolders, tbe leasebolders, 
and copy holders, had allotments ~ade to th~m; and w~ere an en~r~achment. had 
existed a certain number of years It was permItted to contmue, and If It had eXIsted 
a loncrer term of years the possessor of it had an allotment. 

38~9. Could you state what was the estimated value per acre of those waste 
lands, to those parties who had any use of them prior to the inclosure ?-l should· 
feel a difficulty in doing that. 

3810. Are you able to state what \\oas the total expense of tbis inclosure, from 
the period at which the land was entirely waste, to the time at which it was in 
a perfect state of cultivation ?-I would not wish to speak to the expense; but l
ean speak to the effect it has had upon the circumstances of Croydon; the effect of 
taking away the rights of those poor people has been, that I have seen gou persons 
summoned for the poors rates. These are the facts that I wanted to substantiate to
day. By the destruction of the common rights, and giving no remuneration to the 
poor man, a gentleman has taken an immense tract of it and converted it into 
a park; a person in the middling walk of life !Jas bought an acre or two; and 
though this common in its original state was not so valuable as it has been made, 
yet the poor man should have been consulted in it; and tbe good that it was ori
ginally to him was of such a nature, that, destroying that, has had an immense effect. 

381 1. There can be no doubt that any person who has private property indis
putably his OWI1, would benefit the poor man by allowing him to occupy that private 
property; but tbe question is, in tbis particular instance, had the resident poor 0 

Croydon a legal right of property in the common ?-If it is contended that there is 
nothing that the legislature of England cannot do, "hen you are going to take such a 
strong step, as to transport some millions of persons, which we conceive is unneces
sary, I conceive tbat we have a right to look back and see what the legislation of Eng
land was formerly. We find by a statute of Henry the eighth's times, that the farm~ 
were not to be beyond a certain extent; we find tbat in Cromwell's time, Cromwell 
was told that a great number of commons had been taken in, which had render~d 
a number of persons unhappy, and he ordered them to be opened again; on a certam 
day they were opened. Thel~ if we can build bridges, and if we can make canals, 
and run. over prIvate propertIes upon a hundred different pursuits, I say that for 
such an Immense .object as t?is, at this time, \I hich will Rtand in the period of history 
as a most a~\'ful time, we m~ght offer a bonus such as we propose; we do not want 
to touch prIvate property \nthout compensation. 

~812. Do you contemplate the inclosure of other common lands in England, 
whIch ~\'ould not lead to tbe same consequences which you have detailed with regard 
to the Il1closur~ of the lands at Croydon ?-Certainly it is not the method t.hat we 
contempl.ate WIth respect to the Commons of this country, which Mr. Couhng has 
~een statm~ should b~ taken up in this way, viz. We first of all offer, by a general 
lllclosure bill, the pa~lshes themselves to come forward in their capacities, and a.sk 
for acts; I\'he~ that IS done, a commission appointed by Government should step I~, 
and, ~rmed \\'~th the .Aet of Parliament, should be empowered to say, A cert~m 
quantIty of thIS land IS wanted by the nation at larae for which you shall receive 

. " , I ~ compens~tlOn,. the. sa.me a~ when ,bridges are built and roads are formed,. or cana.s 
~xecuted, In whlc.h It .IS a sine qua nOll that it must be done; we say thIS land IS 
ne~essary, the o?Ject IS vast that we contemplate, we are not going to do you an 
evIl but a good, Inasmuch as you are over-burthened with poors rates, and you say 
you have no employment, and what we are going to do is by tbe creation of e~plot 
Ir.ent, to render those people useful to you and a comfort to themselves. ,\ e WIll 
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take a county or a hundren. Some of our letters go to prove that Mr. Bosanquet 
the banker says, a hundred would be a better regulation than a parish; but we will 
take a county, and in this county there shall b~ a certain quantity of waste, which 
the commissioners shall take by an Act of ParlIament; there are two sets of them, 
one in London, the other local ones; the local commissioners shall state, We want 
for the employment of the poor in this district a certain number of acres, and we 
will make a'compensation for it, by arbitration, to the various interests. The land is 
now, we'll suppose, bona fide the property of the State; the State instantly says, We 
shall pay you the annual interest of it, inasmu~h as the Stat~ says wh~n it goes to 
war, We cannot pay you the principal, but we wIll pay you the mterest of It, you shall 
receive the interest of this money regularly for the estimated value of those land,. 
We then go on to state, that the commissioners having appropriated one of those 
patches of land, and having seen how many labourers are wanted, and cu.t out 
a considerable quantity of it into small farms, they then offer it to the public at 
large; and then we would call the optional capital of the country into exertion, that 
capital which is now floating, and which requires to be employed somewhere. We 
say to every person who wants a farm, Here is a hundred acres of land for you, or 
here is fifty acres of land for you, and you shall have this for thirty years; you shall 
have it free for the thirty years, but here are the terms, the leases are to run so and 
so ; you shall erect a farm house upon it, you shall create two cottages upon this land, 
and to each of those cottages you shall annex a certain quantity of land, sayan acre 
ofland; all this time he is to have it free; but when it comes in again at the end of 
the thirty years-I will not pursue it beyond the thirty years, but if I was to inter
fere then, I think the value of it would be seen still more. We say in addition to 
this, that the commissioners will stick on a bit of land to every cottage at present in 
existence, that every agricultural cottage shall have a piece of land. I could load 
the Committee with information of the importance of the cottager's renting a portion 
of land with his cottage, it keeps them buoyant, and it keeps them industrious, 
therefore we contend that everyone of those cottages shall have a portion of land. 
But this proposition with respect to the waste land is an imperfect thing of itself, 
without you combine another ofthose things with it, which I have just stated, which 
is, to establish a minimum of wages for agricultural labour ; without that, the avarice 
of mankind is such, that the labourer will still be in the same state whatever you 
may do for him. Our object is to go back to the times of the Revolution, or to 
the time of Geor~e the first, when the labourer had a legal claim from the ma
gistrates of a certain quantum of wages; in the year 1732, he had got two bushels 
of wheat a week, inasmuch as the price of \\heat was :! s. 9 d. and he had got ~. 
a week. Now I do contend, that if the capital of the country can be brought inti; 
exercise in this manner, it is a much better mode of employing the waste lands than 
any other way. But if it is said, how can he be protected in his wages if the farmer 
cannot afford to give him those wages, I answer, that the farmer would be able to 
give him those wages, inasmuch as he would be a consumer; when he is better off, 
he does not hoard his money, but he spends it, so that you would have one hundred 
millions a year in circulation more than you have at present, which, doubled and 
trebled, would produce the effects that I state. 

~813. From what sources do you contemplate the advancement of the capital 
whIch is necessary to effect this purpose ?-From the persons in the country that 
want small farms . 
. 3814. If there are to be commissioners, and surveys, and houses built, a con

SIderable expense must of necessity be incurred; the Committee wish to know 
from. what sources you contemplate that money so expended to be raised in the 
first Il1stan~e ?-Individual capita\. I stated they were to have the land for thirty 
years gratUitously, but that they should be compellable to erect farm-houses upon 
It, and the buildings that are necessary. 

381 5. To what source do you look for the payment of the value of those right~ 
~hat are to be sacrificed)-We pay for it something in the way of exchequer bills, 
lI1asmu~h as the Exchequer Bill Loan Act says, we will assist in public works. 

3816. Are the Committee to understand that you propose that such expense 
should be paid by direct contribution from the State ?-I do. 
. 381 7. Do you intend that any interest should be paid to the State for the money 
so le~t?-:-At the end of the term the State would have a fair claim to be repaid, 
an? It mIght at the end of thirty years be very properly repaid, because those farms 
bemg made all useful and productive, the occupier having been repaid all his outlay, 
he would be in a situation to effect that object. 
<·"550.. Aaa2 381!!. Then 
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3818. Then till the expiration of thirty years you anticipate no repnyment?_ 
Not to the State, except in the indirect advantage that 5 s. a week would make 
one hundred millions in circulation in the country. . 

38 H). You contemplate no direct repayment befl~rc thIrty years have expired; 
-No direct repayment; but every carpenter and bricklayer that was employed in 
buildinrr this immense torrent of houses that would be II anted through the nation, 
would ~Il be purchasing manufactures and purchasing exciseable articles 1\ hich 
they cannot purchase now. . . . . 

,')R:2o. The capital, the advancement of I\'h~~h you c0!ltemplate with a vIew to 
giving life and spirit to the dijreren~ brande, 01 II1dllSt:y, IS abo to be employed in 
that "ay, is it not ?-I think there IS a.vast de~l ~f capItal that would ue much more 
productively empl0yed in those pur~UJts than It IS now. 

382 1. Then you mean to say, that capital employed in agricultural labour is far 
more profitabie than capital employed in any other way ?-It would be so under 
those circumstanceE'. 

3822. Your proposition is, that a certain quantity of waste land should be pur
chased by the State ?-As much as is wanted to employ the persons whom it is 
proposed to send abroad. 

38'23. You propose, tbat instead of any money being advanced for the purposes 
of Emigration, the money should ue applied in the purchase of waste land, now the 
property of individuals ?~-Yes. 

3824. You propose that legislative enactments should take place, under which 
parties possessed of interests upon waste lands should be compelled to part lIith 
them upon reasonable terms of compensation ;-By fair arbitration. 

3825. Then you propose that the waste lands so obtained should be divided into 
small farms, and that individuals should be invited to cultivate those farms upon 
certain terms, those terms to be, extmption from all rent or tithe for the space of 
thirty years, that each possessor of an hundred acres, for example, should. be 
called upon to build a farm bouse suited to a farm of that extent, and that be should 
also be called upon to bllild t\\'o cottages, to which cottages should bE' attached tllO 
acres of land out of the waste common ?-Yes. -

3826. Then he is to go on employing bis capital as any other man does?-Yes. 
But some of this land, besides those two acres and besides the hundred acres, should 
be cut out into five-acre lots, such as for graziers' servants. Lord Brownlow has 
upon his estate five hllndred lots of that description, and the person that informed 
us of this, considered that he had been partly the means of bringing it about; they 
werc cut out in lots of five acres and t\\'o roods; the consequence of which is, that 
persons were put in possession, and Inye paid their rents, and to talk about poors 
ratcs to them would disgrace them. And I I\'ould have some lots scattered about, for 
those that have a little capit"l. 

3827. Then this land is to be divided into lots of 1 00 acres for a class of 
farmers, into lots of t\\'o acres for poor labourers and into lots of five acres for an 
intermediate class of persons?- Yes. ' 

38~8., By whom 00 you propose that the cottages upon the five-acre lots sho~lrl 
be bUllt,-:-We hal'e not .completely ascertained that, but I suppose that parues 
would do It upon speculatIon, lIlstead of employing their capital upon bubbles. 

3829. How do you connect the system which has been described in the preced
ing questi?ns with the sy"telll which-is to regulate the minimum of wages for the 
lahourers r-Inasmuch as the c.ottage~ formerly was in possession of tol~rable wages. 
Lord Hale, before tbe RevolutIOn, saId a man with a wife and four chIldren should 
hal'e ten shillings a week, ~nd he must without that be supposed either to beg or 
steal; and d?wn to the tIme of <?eorge the first, in the year 1732 even, we find 
tl~a.t the maglstrate.s, by. t?e Act whIch I want to have renewed, had the power of 
glv;ng a labourer :"IX stlllllnas a week which enabled him to command two bushels 
of wheat a week; and .he ~ossessecl 'at that time these 4,000,000 of acres, which 
hare been taken away since 1760. Since I j60 we have lost about 4,000,000 of 
acres of ~omm~n, ~'hich he bad the privilege of using for his pig, and hi.s goose, 
and a. vllnety ot thlLlgs.; we are now replacing that agiin; we are not callm~ upon 
them .• o th.row ?pen tl~elr c?mmons, as Oliver Cromwell did, but we are pl~cmg the 
man In a SItuatIOn whIch w!ll rendtr him ali independent man hy Guarding hIS wages; 
the master say~, -, You must work for me at any thincr I ch~oseOto give you;" but 
the L~IV steps In and says, ., No, he shall not work at Rfanchester and at Glasgow, 
f~~ filteen hours a day for any thing that the master chooses to giv~, but he shall be 
plOtecled, he shall have enough to li,'c upon independently." 
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3830 . Then you conceive that a roor !lJan has a perfe~t right t~ marr~, without any 
reference to the circumstance of hrs bemg able to proVide for his family; and that 
when his children are grown up they ought to have a right under th.e la~ to be p,aid 
sufficient to maintain them, without any reference to the value ot their labour!'
That brings forward the question of population;. this poor man will not multip~y 
anv more than he has done ill Englalld; there IS not a man too many now In 

E~gland; if vou make a man co[~fortable, you give that moral restraint to the man, 
that he will think about it before he marries. 

38.'31. Do you consider that the low rate of wages arise.s from the ?umber who 
compete for employment ~-N 0; J overthrew that by stat 109, that dUrIng the war, 
when the labourer was scarce and the labour plenty, then was the time when he 
~hould have been in a prosperous state; hut it was no such thing, that was the time 
when the poor man was thrown upon the poors rates . 

.'3R32. Do you admit that if an excess of supply is brought into the market in any 
cOllllllodity, it reduces the value of that article r-Yes. 

3833. But you do not admit that that which is true with respect to commodities, 
is true as applied to human labour --No, because of the influence of the avaricious 
principles cOllnected with power in the human nJind. 

3834. Are you aware of any practical instances \\ hich illustrate the means of 
profitably employing capital in a manner analogous to that which you have stated? 
- Yes; there was the im,tance of Lord Winchilsea, and an hundred other instances; 
I have letters innumerable to prove this fact. 

3835. Do those instances come from different parts of the country, and are they 
independent of one another?- They are. 

SS36. Do they all concur in leading you to suppose that capital emplnyed in 
the way to which you have referred, would be advantageously employed with a view 
to the repayment of interest for it ?-I feel no hesitation in saying yes. 

383i. In any of those cases to which you have referred, is there any interference 
with the natural rate of wages? -?\ 0, there is not, but the labourer was protected 
down to a certain time. 

3838. Are you able to state that in anyone of those cases there has been any 
minimum of wages fixed ?-N o . 

. '3839.- Then, as far as your experience of those cases goes, advantages may be 
derived from the cottage system, without any interference with the natural price of 
wages r-J think that the Committee do not give weight to what I have stated just 
now, that a minimulll has existed to a certain degree; the minimum covers England 
down to the year 1813, to a certain extent. 

3840. Are any of those cases after the year 1 S 13 ?-There may be a few of 
them, but they are mostly anterior to that, certainly. 

3841. Do you consider that a minimum of wages should be fixed with reference 
to the labourers established on the new farms which you propose to make, or that 
a minimum of wages should be established generally throughout the whole country) 
-Generally; agricultllrallabollrers should have two lJllshels of wheat a week as 
their wages, and the manufacturing labuurers should be protected also; the diffi
culty in the case of the latter may be got nd of in this manuer, t'iz. that when the 
master and men settle their wages in an amicable manner as a body, no rotten one 
among them should have it in his power to break in upon that good feeling. 

3842. Are the Committee to understand that not only do you contemplate the 
necessity of fixing a minimun of wages for agricultural lahour, but a minimum of 
wages throughout the country, embracing the whole manufacturing industry as well 
as agricultural employment?- J do. -

3843. And you contemplate that that minimum of wages should affect equally 
the best workmen and the worst? - The worst should be entitled to the minimum, 
of course. 

3844. Would you extend that to the compuratively higher grades of society, 
would you have a minimum of wages for domestic servants and for clerks ?-Our 
object was to protect the labourer in the beginninO'; and it is the arrricultural 
labourer that my views first embraced. 0 <> 

. 384~. Yeu say that you attribute the low wages of the labourer to the principle 
?f avarIce in the b::anan mind, which affects his employer; do you thillk any person 
IS to. b~ blamed, that obtuins any commodity at the lowest price for which he can 
obtam It?- I think that if you "ere going to purchase a thing to-day, and it was 
offe.recl to y?~l at a lower price than the man could reasonably sell it for, there is a 
period at wfllch you would sland still, and say YOli could not afford to sell it at that 
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rate; but if you want to do it, I say the legislature is meant to protect all its subjects 

alike. . E' t ' . h d ] [The TFitness delivered ill the followmg stmUl e, rVrllC was rea : 

ESTIl\IA TE of the Expense of locating a Family, c~nsisting ?f.a Man, Wife, and 
three Children, on Waste Lands, m Great Bntaw. 

1. Transport of the family of five persons, say 50 miles £. s. d. 
on the average, from ~he place ,,·here they now 
reside, to where they nllght be settled. 

2. Implements necessary for spade husbandl), of 4-acre 

lots to each family 1 10 -

3. Mechanical implements ~ - .. - - 10 

4. Household and cooking furmture reqUIsite -. 
5. Cottage, cow-ohed, pig-stye, according to the medIUm 

rate of expense 

10 

20 

6. Potatoes for planting 4 -
7. Provisions for I ~ months, taking into calculation 

milk from the cow for 6 months 
8. Cow and pig 
g. Bedding, blankets, &c. -. - -

10. Proportion of expense of superintendence 

20 

9 
2 - -
- 10 -

£. 60 

Produce of Four Acres in Spade Husbandry: 
t. s. d. 

One acre in potatoes 300 bushels at 2/ 30 
One ditto in wheat 5 qrs. at 60/ ] 5 
Products of cow, for which one acre is retained for grass, 

and one for hay - 10 

Products of pig, poultry, &c. 5 
Spare time of labourer and family, worth per ann. 10 ._-----

£. 70 

AT the end of the second year two crops may be obtained from a portion of the 
land, and in the third year an additional cultivation. \\ hich may be the commence
ment of paying off the principal. 

Signed, on behalf of the Society for Encouragement 
of Industry and Reduction of Poors Rates, 
King's Head, Poultry, 

Be/d. TVills, HonY Sec'. 

Mr. Thomas TYright, called in; and Examined. 

3846. YOU are engaged in the nail trade ?-Yes. 
3847. Have you been compelled to dismiss a great number of labourers?-Yes. 
3~48. Is not the .reason. of ~our having been so compelled, that you could ~ot 

obtam a remuneratmg prIce tor the articles which those labourers produced .
Yes. 

3849. Ha~e you any exp~ctation, in your particular trade, of being able to employ 
the persons with who5e services you have parted?-Never . 

. 3850 . Do you concur with Mr. Wills, that one of the remedies for this state of 
thll1gs would. be to compel you to pay a higher rate of wages to those labourers 
whom you. still employ ?-I think there is no respectable man in the trade who 
would wIlhngly pay less wages than would enable the labourer to obtain tn·o bushels 
of wheat a week; but it would be infringed upon by the unprincipled men, who are 
fregently contractors j the ~esp:ctable men say, forty out of forty-two ~·ould agree 
to It, but those two .would mfnnge upon it. I have a printed circular 10 my hand 
from a person, s~at.mg that he will serve me thirty per cent cheaper than any other 
man; and 1 find It IS dated from a work-house. 

~851. Are you not pre~ared to admit, that if all the capitalists engaged in the 
nail trade were to pay a hIgher rate of wages to their labourers than they now d~, 

, It 
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it would be impossible for them to continue to do that unless they increased the 
price of the C0'!lmodity, al~d therefore all th~ consumers would purchase that com
modity at that Increased price ?-I do not tl1lnk they would, the consumers would 
not pay one farthing more for tenpenny nails; they are tenpenny nails now, and 
they were tenpenny nails a hundred years ago, that is, ten-pence per hundred. 

3852• Is it a mutter of indifference to you as a capitalist, whether you pay your 
present labourers the rate of wages which you now pay them, or an increased rate? 
-We should rather pay them an increased rate, it would be no disadvantage to us, 
but tbe contrary. 

38.'53. Do you mean to say that the consumer paying the same price for the 
article, the capitalist would equally benefit under the one state of things as the 
other?-Yes; and I say it is a pleasant thing for respectable manufacturers to see 
the cheerful countenance of the men that combine together, that will not be trampled 
upon; which is now the case with the horse-nail makers. 

3854. Are you of opinion that the interest of the capitali5t in this country who 
employs labourers in manufacture, would not be affected by raising the wages by 
legislative enactment to a certain mininum ?-I am quite certain they would not; 
every manufacturer would rejoice to see the day when he was allowed to set a fair 
price to the labour of his men. 

3855. How would that affect the case of those persons whose wages are partly 
paid out of the poor rates ?-If there was a minimum of wages, it would not be 
in the power of any man to deprive the labourer of his just reward, II'heo we have 
settled it among ourselves to do that; there ought to be a law strong enough to 
enable the man to go before a magistrate for taking from him so much of the wages 
of his labour, which I consider to be in every respect his property, and ought to be 
protected before any other property in the country. 

3856. Do you conceive if a legislative enactment were passed, that would have 
a tendency to raise the wages of all labourers, that the consumer would be able 
to consume to the same extent tbat he now does ?-He would be able to consume 
ten times more tban he does now, for the poor are the labourers, and let them 
consume in anyone thing, say a farthing a day, it would amount to three millions 
a year, as the annexed Table will clearly show; if it was sugar, it would take ~ixty 
thousand hogsheads in a year out of the market. 

[The following Papel' was delivered in by the 'Vitness, and l'ead.J 
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" The low Price of LABOuR-the Cause of GEN ER~L DISTRESS. 

" 1 F the useful classes of society were to receive proper wages for their labour 

they would purchase more of the necessaries of life, an~ thereby increase the can: 

sumption of agricultural produce and manufactures to an H1.1111~I~se extent; which the 

annexed Table \\ ill clearly sho',\'. It; for instance: every Il1dlVldual was enabled to 

procure a pair of stockings, or a yard of flannel, ot the value of one shilling, once in 

a year, it \\"Quld create an increased demand in those trades of four hundred thou

sand pounds per an?um!· . ~nd, if each is deprived of the means of laying out Ol/~IJ 

one penny per day III provlSlons, sllch as, bread? cheese, potatoes, beer, &c.-the 

farmers, in consequence, lose customers tor their produce to the amount of tlulu 

millions one hUlldred and si.rty-sLt, thousand six hundred and seventy pounds thirteen 

shillings alldfolll'-pellCe sterling anllually!! t· 

" It is also worthy of serious consideration, that by having reduced the wages of 

the poor labourer four shillings per week-you have withdrawn from circulation 

fifty-two millions a !Ica}'! ! t 

" N.B. It j,. cOllsidered that there are Five millions of labourers, making witil 

their families Eight millions. 

5,000,000 8,000,000 

d. £. s. d. d. £. s. d. 

J, per Day is 1,901 ,041 13 4 per Ann. \ per Day is :1,041,66; 13 4 per Ann, 
4 

t i. 3,802,083 6 8 I IS 6,083,335 6 8 .. 
1 is 7,604,166 13 4 tl is 12,166,670 13 4 

2 IS 15,208,33:3 6 8 IS 24,333,341 6 8 

3 is "Z'2,812,500 3 IS 36,500,012 

6 is 4.';,625,000 6 IS 73,000,024 -
12 I. 9 1,250,000 12 IS 146,000,0+8 

d. d. 

i per Week !" 270,833 6 8 per Ann. t pcrWcek !s 4:33,333 6 8 per Ann. 

t IS 541,666 13 4 
I IS 86G,66G 13 4 .. 

i. 1,083,333 6 8 1 IS 1,733,333 6 8 

2 is 2,166,666 13 4 2 is 3,466,666 13 4 

3 i. 3,250,000 3 IS 5,200,000 

6 is 6,500,000 - - 6 IS 10,400,000 

I. 
., 

1 is 13,000,000 1 IS 20,800,000 

2 is 26,000,000 2 is 4 1,600,000 

3 is 39,000,000 3 is 62,400,000 

14 IS .52,000,000 4 is 83,200,000 

5 IS 65,000,000 5 is 104,000,000 -
6 IS 78,000,000 6 IS 124,800,000 

7 IS 91,000,000 7 is 145,600,000 
8 IS 104,000,000 8 is 165,400,000 

10 IS 130,000,000 10 IS 208,000,000 

d. d. 
t per Year is .1,208 6 8 per Ann ! per Ye:!r is 8,333 G 8 per AnD. 

A is 10,416 . 13 4 !. IS 16,666 13 4 . 
1 iii! 20,833 6 8 1 IS 33,333 6 8 

2 is 4 1,666 13 4 66,666 13 4 IS 

3 is 62,500 3 IS 100,000 
6 i. 125,000 6 is 200,000 

s. S. 

1 is 150,000 "1 
is 

IS 400,000 

5 1 .. 250,000 [. is 2,000,000 

10 IS 2,500,000 i. 10 4,000,000 
20 is 5,000,000 8,000,000 20 18 

." . IN 1 732, the pric~ of agricultural labour was settled by the magistrates at 6s. 

3hlllmgs pe~ week, and In the same year wheat was at two shillincrs and nine-pence 

the bushel.~ 0 

.". J n 1825, the price of labour was nine shillings per week, and wheat at nine 

shlllmgs per bushel; therefore each labourer obtained the value of one bushel of 

wh~at less for his week.'s .labou'r in 1825, than he received in 1732. 

T.here are five millIOns of labourers in the United Kincrdom and a bushel of 

wheat IS h . h h'll' eo' b I 
now wort elg t s I mgs. If, therefore, the poor II ere to have the bus e 

of 

See the Gcntleman'. Magazine, YO!. ., 
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Qf wheat restored to them, (which they have been deprived of by the operations if the 
Corn Latl>S ) they would be enabled to layout one hundred and four millions an
nually mor~ than they at present do with the other classes of society, and thereby 
benefit all. For instance, they would be able to purchase of one hundred and four 
thousand retail shopkeepers, one thousand a-year :-the one hundred and four 
thousand retail shopkeepers would layout with ten thousand four hundred wholesale 
traders, ten thousand per annum :-and the ten thousand four hundred wholesale 
traders would purchase of five thousand two hundred manufacturers, twenty thou
sar.d a-year: maki.ng in the whole a circul~tion ?f three hundred and twelve millions; 
the profits on which would be nearly eight times as much as the profits on the 
whole of our export trade. Thus employment would be found for all the useful 
classes, who are now so miserably distressed, and the comfort and happiness of the 
community at large would be greatly increased; poor's rates, in a great measure, 
abolished; and crime, the invariable consequence of low wages, prevented. 

" Wheat in February 1732 23s. to 2,SS. per. quarter. 
March 1732 - 20S. to 22 S. ___ dO. 

(From Gentleman's Magazine, May 1732.) 

" Y earl y Wages appointed by the Justices to be taken by the Servants in the county 
of Kent, not exceeding the following sums: 

Head ploughman, waggoner, or seedsman, per annum, St.; 
his mate, 4t.; best woman, 3t.; 2d sort of woman, 2/.; 
2d ploughman, 61.; his mate, 3 t. 

Labourers by the day in summer 
Ditto - - - - winter 

By the Justices of Gloucester: 

Head servant in husbandry 
Second servant 
Driving boy, under 14 years of age 
Head maid servant in dairy, and cook 
Mower, in harvest, without drink 

Ditto - - ,vith drink 

per ann. 

per day 
per day 

Other day labourers, from corn 1 wi'th drink only, per day 
to hay harvest - - -J 

Mower and reaper, in corn harvest, with diet 

Labourers, with diet 
Ditto - without diet or drink 

Carpenter, wheelwright and ma~on, without drink 
Ditto ditto with drink -

per day 
per day 
per day 
per day 
per day 

£. If. d. 
:I 

3857. Do you suppose that if the price of nails were raised, there would be 
the same quantity of nails used ?-More; because the very men that make them 
would use them; for it is a notorious fact, that poor men who in general manufacture 
goods, cannot consume them. 

385.8. po y?U conceive. tbat under the Rystem of free trade, the Foreigner would 
not br~ng In nails ?-~ 0, If you hav~ a proper free trade, that is, if you let corn 
come In free; what IS cloth, but a little wool and a great deal of bread. If the 
labourers were properly remunerated, I consider there would be a larger consumption 
of nails and of every thing else. 

3859. Out of whose pocket is the extra price of labour to be paid ?-Out of 
the COlloumers; the poor men are the great consumers in this country; if they are 
enabled to earn any thing more than would purchase common food, they would be 
able to pay it. 

3860. How will your system enable the consumer to pay a higher price for what 
he consumes,?-Either you must raise the price of wages of labour, or you must 
lower the prIce of bread. 
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3861. Do you think bread is the only thing, the p.rice of which w~uld be required 
to be lowered ?-Bread is the real value ot every th~ng; all labour IS bread, every 
thing is bread; our clothing is all bread, except a lIttle wool. 

3862. Do you know that the price of clothing has diminished within the last 
hundred years, in England ?-I dare say it has. 

3863. Would a rise in the price of agri~ultural labour cheapen the price of 
bread ?-If there is a rise in the price of agrIcultural labour, that will enable the 
labourer and his family to consume more. 

3864. Your object is to lower the ~rice of wheat, an.d in orde.r to. effect that 
you would raise the wages of the agn~ultu.ral l~bourer r-My ohJect IS, that the 
labourer should have the wheat at a fall' pnce, In order that the large mass of the 
people should be able to consume the growth of the country and the manufacture 
of the country. 

3865. Your object is to lower the price of wheat so as to bring it within the 
reach of the poor man?- No, you may raise the man, if you please, so long as he 
has it; but if you do not lower the price of wheat, you must recollect that the 
articles which we have been talking of, which are nails, are nearly all bread; and 
unless you can .lowe: the price of bread, the ~oreign trade will be lost; unless they 
can be made In thiS country as cheap as In another, do not expect American 
orders. 

Martis, 15° die .Maii, 1827. 

R. J. WILMOT HORTON, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIR. 

William Richard Cosway, Esq. of Bilsington Priory; Kent, 
called in; and Examined. 

3866. WHERE do you reside ;-In London, and occasionally in the county of 
Kent; part of my property is in Romney Marsh and in the Weald of Kent. 

3867. Will you give to the Committee tbe details of that parish ?-I have got 
a detailed statement of the statistics of the parish: containing its different sorts of 
agriculture; the lJumuer of persons that have recei'led parish relief from 1811 to 
1 ~::?I>; and the number of marriagE's, births and deaths, and the whole population 
of the pari,h; \\ ith the number of colt:, :'>:E''' , the number that have been built within 
the last thirteen years, the Custs of bui1dill~, and the yearly rent which they yieid: 
I t also states the amount of the poor-rate in 1818 and at the present date, and what 
the rate was in 1792. 

[17:e Witness deli'cered in the same; which was read, as joll(JWs:] 

" Bilsington Parish, 

Whole parish 
Arable 
Pasture 

Wood 

Kent.-May 1827. 

570 
1,580 

550 

2,700 Acres. 

N umbtr of Persons receiving Parish relief 

18ll 29 181 7 70 1823 106 
1812 28 1818 105 1824 100 
1M13 24 181 9 J30 1825 )l0 
181 4 30 1820 100 1826 102 

, 181 5 40 18::>1 110 1827 129 1816 56 1822 - 100 
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Marriages. Deaths. Baptism •. 

1811 2 '2 10 
1S12 2 2 8 
IS13 2 none 6 
ISI4 2 2 7 
IS 15 3 8 11 

1816 1 1 5 
IS 17 6 () 12 
IS18 5 4 '4 
181 9 .5 6 4 
IS20 2 7 9 
1821 1 3 6 
1822 2 5 12 
18 23 :i none 11 

IS24 3 8 1 I 
lli 25 ;) 6 14 
18z6 !j 9 16 

49 6y '56 
-- -- --

Whole population of pari~h in 1 S 2 ! 299 persons. 
DO IS27 335 dO 

Number of labourers now employed, 59 
N umber of labourers without employ, '0 

Wages of men employed in husbandry, 12S. per week, winter and 
summer; women earn, in summer, 1 S. per day j children, from 
3d. to 6d. 

Parish relief to single men, the maximum 
DO a man, with his wife 

.s / per week. 
S/ dO 

DO _ d' - and 2 children 10/ dO 
And for every child above that number 1/6 each. 

" In these cases the parish pays no rent, except to aged and disabled persons. 
No poor-house in Bilsington. Previous to 1825, the parish paid rent 1 '201.; since 
which the poor pay their own rent. 

N umber of Cottages in Bilsington, 26; five built since IS, 4; cost 
of building 701. to Sol. Yearly rent, 41. £. s. d. 

Poor-rate for ISIS, was 722 19 If 
IS26 567 12 

First quarter of 1827 200 

The Poor-rate for 1792 was 266 t. 17 s. ~ t d.; and the number of poor 30. 

No Irish labourers at any time employed in this parish." 

3868. Is it the habit of the parish to pay the rent of coaages out of the poor
rates ?-Not now, they did so till 1825; the consequence has been, that the parish 
rate has diminished by not paying rents out of it. 

3869. Have you had an opportunity of reading the Evidence that has been given 
before this Committee, with respect to parishes in England ?-I have. 

38iO. You understand, then, distinctly the sense in which this Committee use the 
word redundant, with reference to population r-I do. 

3S71. You admit that if eight able labourers were to be employed in a parish 
only seven-eighths of the year each, or in other words only executed seven-eighths 
of the labour which they were capable of executing, in consequence of there being 
no real demand for their labour, that that would be equal to one labourer in com
plete redundancy ?-In figures it would be equal to that; but I think the redun
dancy is greater than that proportion, because I do not think that the other seven 
would do what I consider an English labourer's day's work, in consequence of that 
redundancy of labour. 

31:\72· What is the expense at which you would estimate a ~a~ily, of a man, 
a woman, and three children, who arc by the terms of the propOSItIOn supposed to 

5.10. U b b ~ be 

TV. R. Cosway, 
Esq. 
~ 

15 May, 
1827. 
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be entirely out of emploYI?~nt, fo~ whose labour no real ~emand e.xist~, but. who< 
are in the habit of recelvlllg assistance from the parochial rates r-1 he eighth 
labourer unemployed, ",ith his wife and two children, would C?st ~61. per annum; 
if there were three children, it lIould cost 1 s. a week more, which IS 28/. 12s. 

3873. Supposing that that labourer and his fa~nily could b~ remo.ved to the ~ orth 
American colonies with their own entire aood will, and that tne pansh were satisfied 
that an extreme probability existed of th~ir bein~ successful when planted in such 
British colony; are you of opinion that the parish. would b~ p:epared to mortgage 
their poor-rates for a definite number of years, payll1g annUity mterest for the sum 
of 60t. or 70 t. which might be nece~sary to defray the ex.pense of the r~moval and 
location of such emigrant labourers t-I have .b,een appl~ed to by certam labourers 
of my parish to get them sent ?ut to the BrJtJsh .colol1les. I. have made a scale, 
from the evidence already submitted to the Committee, by which I can prove to 
them that the expense of sending a man, his II ife and three children, to Quebec, will 
Dot amount to more than two thirds of the whole annual. expense o~ the same family 
to the parish. But before I advance the money, I reqUire a secunty that this call 
shall not be repeated within four or five years, because if the call is to be repeated, 
after two or three sllccessive calls the parish would become burthened with all the 
old, the weak amI the disabled, as well as children who are orphans or have even 
lost their father, as those must necessarily be left at home and create a permanent 
charge to the parish, for the emigrants must of course be strong and able-bodied 
men. My wish is to impress upon the Committee, that unless we have some 
security by Act of Parliament, we should have to go over the same ground again, 
leaving all the disabled and helpless upon our hands. 

3874. As a parishioner, would you consent to pay that annuity of 10 I. or 121. 

a year for ten years, upon which a sum of money might be raised amply sufficient 
to locate a labourer under circumstances which would be sufficiently to his advan
tage to tempt him to avail himself of emigration; by the terms of the proposition, 
the sming would be the difference between lot. or 12l. and 2U. 12S., and it would 
be for the pari,h to take care to prevent the vacuum being filled up by the introduc
tion of fresh labourers into the parish ?-Provided the Act of Parliament that we 
expect to come out will, in our opinion, sufficiently protect us. 

3875. What provisions do you look for in that Act of Parliament, except the 
main protection that such emigrant, availing himself of such assistance, should ipso 
facto be deprived of all claim on the parish for the future ?-It being understood 
that he can have 110 further claim upon the parish if he were to return. I appre
hend that a tax on cottages, to a very considerable extent, would be the best means 
o~ preventing early marriages. There will, I apprehend, be some difficulty in set
tllllg what amount this tax should be; and I think that after it is so settled, the ap
peal should not be made to the petty sessions, but rather to the quarter sessions; of 
course 1 am speaking locally, it "ill avoid collision with the magistrates in the 
immediate neighbourhood. 

3,876. ~rill you explain the principle of the tax you are now suggesting ?-In this 
pansh, I II1tend, the moment an Act IS passed to pull down some cottacres; but the 
larger proprietors pulling down cottages, until an Act of Parliament isepassed, will 
in fact be a premium to the little holders of land to build others. I have a scale 
here or the expense of bui.ldiug a cottage, which varies from 70t. to 801., and the 
rent "Ill be 4/. to four gUlneas. 

3877. Will you explain r,?ore in detail your view as to the circumstances ~nder 
which such a t~x should be Imposed; is it intended that all cottages, acconlmg !O 
a presumed estimate of the price of their construction should be rated at a certain 
rate ?-I woul~ propose that the tax, whatever the ar~ount may be, should be ,fixed 
by two successive vestry meetinas, with a riaht of appeal to the quarter seSSIOns; 
I look ~o the right of appeal, to t'be quarter s~ssions as indispensable • 
. 3878. Y~u propose thel~elore that each parish should be thejndge of the.tax fO.r 
~ts OW,I1 particular cottag~s t- I say so, because in the working of the mach~n€ry It 
IS deSirable that the feehnas of the parish itself should be in concurrence With the 
Act of Parliament, and /"think if they were allowed to lay a tax upon. them
selves, they would lay It on much more heavily than an Act of Parliament 
could do. 

~S7()' Do yon intend that the proceeds of this tax should be paid as part of the 
pansh rates r-Yes. 

38,8v. T,he Committee are to understand that vour view is, that if tte proceed.s 
of thiS particular tax were to ~ applied to the ge"neral purposes of the country, It 

\\ould 
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would not be likely that the parish would impose it upon tliemsclves, so much as if IV. R. Cosway, 

it were directly applicable to the purposes of the poor-rate?- Decidedly. ~ 
388 J. Are the Committee to understand that your view of the question is this, 

that if there was a real demand for labour in such a parish, and if it was manifest 
that the interests of the agriculturists or of the manufacturers required an increase 
of labour, in that case they would be prepared to reduce ~uch a tax to the minimum, 
or to remove it altoaether, and that precisely in proportion as they felt the con
trary, they would be'" prepared to impose the impe.diments by increasing i~?-T.hat 
is the principal reason why I would have the pU\'Ish lay the tax on. In tillS pansh, 
Sir Edward Knatchbull and myself arc the principal proprietors. Everyone must 
know that all charges and outgoings come ultimately UPOll the land; and in fact it 
is the landlord that pays it, because hi, rent is in proportion to the return, after all 
outgoings are paid. 

3882. Wouid not your object be, in proposing this tax on cottages, to raise the 
character and condition of the labourer ?-My idea is, that by reducing the number 
of cottages, you will necessarily reduce the population; because I think that the 
system of putting men to work on the roads, which has prevailed in so many parishes, 
has interfered very much with the character of our labourers, and if it is continued 
for any length of time, that we shall no longer get an Englishman's day labour; my 
meaning is this, that they are set upon such job works, they are not kept to a good 
day's labour, and after three or four months they get such lazy habits that you 
never after get the same quantity of work out of the same individual. There is 
another change that has taken place, and that has affected very much the character 
of our lahouring population; the labourers no longer live in farm-houses, as they 
used to do, when they were better fed and had more comforts than they now get in 
a cottage, in consequence there was not the same inducement to early marriage, 
because if a man up to the age of twenty-five or thirty had been accustomed to 
live in a better way of life, he would consider twice before he married and went to 
live in a wretched cottage upon potatoes and tea. 

3883. Are not the farmers now gettin!!: back to the practice of taking labourers 
into theirfarm-houses:- I should say that they are beginning to do so at a con
siderable distance from London; I am connected with Devonshire and Dorsetshire, 
and I see some symptoms ofreturning to that better system. With respect to a for
mer question, as to taxing cottages, and the improving the moral alld physical state of 
the labouring classes, I consider that one of the great advantages of having two vestry 
meetings to levy this tax would be, that every individual having the slIlaLlest property 
in the parish will begin to take an interest ill the subject. The idea of emigration 
has always a certain influence upon the IOlver class of society, hut I think that 
when the thing is fully explained to them, it will eease to be considered ill the 
light of a punishment, if I may so call it. This parish of Bilsington, of which 
I am by far the largest proprietor, came into my pusoe"iull in 1 ~"q; the whole 
parish is 2700 acres, and only 570 acres of it are aralJle. This point is connected 
with the Corn Laws, for if the price permanently averages less than at present, the 
distress of the labourers will increase, as the at"able in a great measure will be turned 
into pasture. In 1824 I came into possession of this property, previous to "hich 
year the parish had paid 120 I. for rent for the poor; in 1 8 I 8 the poor-rate had 
been 722/., but in 18~(j, from not paying rent, and other causes, it had come down 
to 567/. 

3 884. Do you conceive that if persons who are instrumental in giving a residence 
to those poor people could be made more amenable to the poor-rate, that it would 
have the effect of giving them a wholesome and useful control over the provident 
and regular habits of the persons who came into the parish as laboUl'crs ?-Con
~idering the institutions of this country, it is rather an alarming proposition, because, 
~n the first pl~ce,. what is pr?posed would interfere \\'ith the free exercise of capital 
III popul?us dlstnets; that 1t would lJave the above tendency there is no question, 
b~cause If you make it more onerous to build a house, the chance is that people 
wll.I not so .readily undertake it; but I must repeat, when you COli sider the insti
tutlOns of thIS country, I cannot see how it can be said that a man shall not employ 
his capital in that way . 
. 3885. In your opinion, would there be any objection to amend the Act of Par

hament which makes it possible to rate the owners of cottages of between 5t. and 
201. a year, by making it imperative upon all pari~hes to rate the owners of all 
cottages t1~e rent of which was under lot. a year r-That is exactly my view of it; 
let the parish rate them themselves, and the proceeds go to the POOl'S rates. 
. 550. D lJ b 3 3886. You 
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w. R. Coma!), 3886. You understand that it is mean~ that this .rat,e sh?uld be levied in the same 
Esq. proportion as upon other. other prcpel:ty In the pansh,,-l es. , . 
,~ 3 88 7. Did it 1ll!1-er stnke you, th~t \11 tl~e system ot Poor ~a" s there was no kmd 

15 May, of preference given to a person of\l1(~ustnous and good hablts.over a person who 
1827. was not of industrious and good habits; and do you not conceIVe that such a pro

vision as has been mentioned, which IVou.ld make the owners ?f cottag~s directly 
interested in bringing persons into the parish of gOfodl and provldlen~ habits, would 
have a beneficial eftect upon the moral character 0 t le poor?- thmk that in the 
agricultural parishes L';rcat attention is paid now to the moral character of the indivi-
duals that receive the poor-rate. . ' 

3888. \\' ould not the provision which has been mentIOned, strengthen it:-
I think it would. 

3889. Supposing that it ~\'ere to be demonstrated that complete succ~ss, averagely 
speaking, attended the e[ll1gran~s who were sent to the N~rth Amencan colonies, 
consefjucntly, tbat no able-bodied. man ~e.n~lanently ~\'antlllg ~mploym~nt, could 
fairly complain of that want, prOVided fa.clhtJes were gl\'en to hl~ to elmgrate, do 
you not think that the notoriety of that circumstance would f?rlJlsh an opportunity 
for repealina that very objectionable part of t.he Poor Laws which nolV imposes upon 
the parish the nf';cessity of tllaintaining an able-bodied poor man, when he happens 
to be out of work; you II ill not understand that such a repeal is contemplated as 
would I'I'CICllt casual a,sistance, but you will understand the question as havin!1 
regard to permanent assistance from year to yea.r ?-Considel:ing. as 1 do that th~ 
poor man, if he cannot gtt cmployment, has a nght to be maliltamed by the parish, 
I think that any Act of Parliamcnt which altogether did away with that right under 
such circumstances, should have some provision to Illeet accidents. 

3Sgo. Supposing" "ell' .\ct of Parliament to take place, and that the question 
merelyat1ccted the arl"linistration of the parocbial rates, do you think that the 
same quantllm of allowance which is nolV .~i\(:,n by magistrates under the circum
stances of a poor man HI'i'lyin,!.'; for as,istancc, who, although willing to 1V0rk, can 
find no emploYlllent, would Ilc continued when it was matter of demonstration that 
by rcmovin~ to the colonies he might be placed in a situation of independence. 
without coming upon charity for hi, subsistence ?-As tar as my opinion goes, 
I would in that case bring hill! do\\n to the very lowest possible slandard of relief; 
but, once sct emigration in activity, let its principle be well explained, and there 
would be no [ccliD!.'; of hostility to it. 

38()l. You are aware tbat at this mOlllent a great disposition to emigrate exists 
both in Scotland and in Ireland, and that this di~position to emigrate arises mainly 
from communications which ha\e been rcceived from those Irho have gone out as 
emigrallts, and who have \\Titten to their friends detailed accounts of their success? 
-I -understand that is the case. 

;;S~l:2. If an indisposition to emigrate i.'i now found to exist among the English 
poor, do you not cOllsider that if a few families were to go out, and to be successflll, 
and to \\ rite to their friends dctailed accounts of their success, that much of that 
natural prejlldice, which lllC1Y exist at the present moment, would progressively ~e re
Illoved ?~:\1 Y opinion is that it is already partially removed; I have been applied to 
by some persolls in Illy own parish to be sent out. I have a letter which Sir Edward 
Knatchbull g:a\l' to me, which contains sometbing to the same purpose; it is from 
l\1r. Curt is, relative to tbe parish of Smarden, 'in the wealds of Sussex; it is as 
follo\\s : ",!he po,,'lllation of Smarden, by the census of 1821, was 1050 .. Since 
J~ne 1 ~::l2 e.Ii!lltY-l1ll"e I''-T,UIl'i have emigrated from the parish, to the provlIlce of 
~ ew 1 ork,. 111 Amcr;~a. nellllel.'", sixty-one at the expense of the parish, and twenty
eight at their OWl]. '11 Ie ex pense to the parish for the sixty-one was 400 t. Out ?f 
the ",hole number, twent'.'-one were labourers and tbe remainder women and chIl
dren. I t is noll' nearly tll'O years since th~ last of the sixty-one went out, and 
none of tl:em have returned; on the contrary, from the frequellt accounts that have 
been re.cc!ved from thCIll, it is certain that they are all doing well, and theref?re 
nevcr likely to return. r\ 0 more of the 400 I. IIhich was borrowed for sendmg 
those people to America, was paid off' in anyone year than it was caJcul~ted they 
would have cost the pamh had they continued in it· so that no OCCupier could 
have any reas~n to object .to the mo'ney being so em~loyed. Notwithstanding so 
many have qUitted the pansh, there are still in the winter months many labourer~ 
out of employ. bnt the number is considerably reduced. It does not appear that 
the places at ~hose I\ho have gone to America have been filled up by strangers 
flam other parIshes; as a proof of this there are at this time eight cottages empty. 

and 
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and it is thought the poor are not in such close quarters as they lately were. In 
the years 1821, 1822, 1.823, an~ 18?4, the poors-:ate w.as .128. in the po~nJ, .last 
year it was only 98.; ~hls reducyon IS probably ow.mg pnnclpally to ~he emIgratIOn. 
Eight more paupers WIll leave ;:,marden for AmerIca on the 15th of May, namely, 
three labourers and five women and children: thus ninety-seven will have left the 
parish in all." . 

3893. Are you prepared to infer from that letter that the expense of sending 
emigrants to the United States is so small, that it would not be likely that the 
parishes would consent to incur an additional expense for the purpose of removing 
them to the British Colonies in Korth America ?-l have already stated, that even 
that calculation is far beyond what I believe to be necessary. T ·have belonged to 
the navy many years, and therefore the subject is not a new one to me; but from 
the calculation I have made, 1 apprehend that, according to Mr. Astell's offer for 
freight, in your 2d Report, a man his wife and three children, one of the children 
to be a little under fourteen and the other two under seven, could be sent out for 
fourteen guineas, excepting b;allkets and hammocks; I have lately understood 
that the calculation of the Victualling Board, for sending call viets to New South 
Wales, scarcely differs from the calculation I have given in to the Committee. 

3894. You will be aware that it wouid be impossible to suppose that an Act of 
Parliament could be passed which should exempt the parish from all future claim on 
the part of the emigrants who were sent out in this manner, taking their chance of 
success according to the demand for their labour in the country to which they are sent; 
and undoubtedly nothing could be less fair than to prevent parishes applying their 
funds for the purpose of effecting this removal; but upon examining the evidence 
which has been taken before this Committee, you will find, that although that may 
have answered in thousands of instances, if carried on beyond a certain amount it 
will inevitably disappoint the expectations of those that go out ?-I do not agr"e to 
the whole of this proposition, for I believe that for years, perhaps centuries to come, 
the number of emigrants sent out this year ,,,ill rather increase the demand for 
them next year, and so on successively; I particularly allude to the immense ex
tent of our Australian, North American and other colonies; I abo conceive that 
the great desideratum is, to establish a regular road for emigration at little expense 
and to protect the parishes from similar calls as much as you can. ' 

3895. If an Act of Parliament were paoscd containing the provisions to which 
you Ilave adverted in your evidence, first, of the nonliability of the parish to any 
claim from the emigrating pauper for the future, secondly, a tax upon cottaaes 
subsequently to be erected, such tax to be levied by the parish itsell~ are you I::> of 
opinion that the parishes would be more disposed than they now would be to charge 
their rates for the purpose of rendering the pauper that assistance which would locate 
him upon the terms detailed in the evidence before the Committee, in the British 
colony, whereas now they would prefer merely advancing tbe money sufficient to 
remove him to the colony?- In the evidence I have read, the scale of expellse of 
emigration appears to me so enormOllS, that if that scale is continued, I do not 
think it would, because it is a question of prudence whether the advantage is worth 
the annuity that is asked for it. L. 

Doctor William ~MuJ'pliy, called in; and Examined. 

3896. YOU are a physician, residing at Cork ?-I am. 
3897. Are you acquainted with the general state of the poor in Cork and its 

immediate vicinity?- I am. 
3898. And generally throughout the South of Ireland ?-More particularly with 

the cIty of Cork. 
3899 .. Have yo~ had an opportunity of reading the Evidence that has been given 

hefor.e thIS CommIttee by several of the witnesses who have been examined re
spectlllg the state of Ireland :-1 read some, but very little of it. 

.3900. Do you consider that with reference to the supply of labour as compared 
WIth the demand, that the Population is extremely redundant ill that part of Ire
land?-Very redundant. 
. 3901: Do you think that the evil is increasing rather than diminishing?-It rs 
IIlcreaslI1g. 

3902 .. Y ou do not think that any result of a crowded population is operating 
t~ check Jt, so as to retain it at par ?-There is no appearance of a check from 
dIsease. 

5:.0· 
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3903. Are you of opinion ~hat the population. which i~ so. extremely on the in
crease, being a rural 1?0pulatlOn, the compar~tlve de~tltutl?n of th:m does .not 
operate as it would do In respect of a populatIOn crowded In towns ~-CertalnJy 

not. . . hb h 
390 4. Can you speak as to tl!e wage~ of labour In the nelg our ood of Cork r-

I can; the labourers generally, 111 the city, have from 6.s. ~o 8,s. a week. 
3~)O5. "'hat is the price of labour in the country distrIcts :-In the immediate 

neighbourhood they rat~ get labourers from 6d. to 8 d. a day; a good deal to the 
west of the city, they can get labourer,; frot~ 6 d. to 8 rl. a day .. 

3906. Has that state of crowded populatIOn led to any consl~erable mortality?_ 
It has led to the increase of fever, and of course some l1JortalIty, but not a mor
tality that appears to diminish the population. 

390 7. In the towns or in the country ?-In the towns we are never without fever, 
from the condensation of the population. 

3908. Is not tbat very much the ca.se in tbe country parts ?-N ot so much as in 
the city but it is very lIluch tbe case ttl the country also. 

3Y0 9'. Are you aware of any attempt made in th~ neighbourhood of Cork to 
establish a minimum of wages for labour;-There IS an attempt tbat is now in 
operation in the city; in fact the labourers and operatives in the city regulate their 
o\\n wages, their employers appear to have no power in regulating it. 

3910. How is that effectcd ?-By their union of trades they regulate the prices 
of labour and wages. 

3911. Are you not aware that the natural check to such combination is, that if 
they demand more than the average price of labour in that city, other persons will 
be applied to execute that labour ?--They are not allowed to come in; they have 
the law in their own hands; they "ill not allow a single tradesman to come into the 
city who is not a member of the Union. 

3912. How do they prevent them from coming in :-By persecuting and attack
ing him; a party is sent to attack his house; and if they can find him, they II ill 
probably beat him severely; and in some instances they have put individuals to 
death, I have heard that more than twenty have been killed in this mannel' in 
the city. 

3913. Do you consider that that arises from the natural depression of wages 
arising from a superabundant population ?-It appears to me to arise chiefly ti'om 
that cause, but unfortunately they do not comprehend how their combination affects 
themselves. ,rith respect to the wage", at this time, when there is so much de
pression as there is in the city, a carpenter or a mason cannot be had to work under 
4s. 1 d. a day; when there was more capital and more business stirring, you might 
have had those men for 3 s. 

3914. Has this union of trades been confined to artisans, or has it extended to 
labourers?-It has extended to labourerE; we had an instance of it in the case of 
the new road from Cork to Dublin; the engineer had got a number of labourers 
from the country at 68. a week, and the city labourers drove them from the 
work. 

39 15. Are you of opinion that this union, which appears to be established .for 
the. purpose ot preventmg the "-ages of labour falling to that point of depre~sto~ 
which ~ould .be the result of an equalization of labour, would continue. to ~xtS~ If 
a eertam portIOn ?f the pauper labourers were to be removed by EmlgratlOn;
I allude more particularly to operatives than to labourers; it appears to me that the 
la.bo~rers .are less watchtul over their interests than the mechanics are; labourers 
slip m qUIetly into the city by twos and threes; if they come in a body, they are 
dnvcn out at once by the reSident labourers, but there is no recrulation among the 
lahourers to prevent thei~' coming in quietly; now there is amo~g the tr.adesm~n, 
no tr~desman can come Into tr,e city without danger of his life, after getting notice 
to qUIt from the eommit~ee of the trade that he belongs to. . . . 
. 3916. Are the ~ommlttee to understand that the object of thiS Ulllon IS eff:c!ed 
lather by obstructmg the entrance of fresh artisans or labourers, than by prescnb!ng 
any regulated rate of wages, and demanding that rate from their employers;
They d? both; they regulate the prices of wages, and they obstruct others 
COIDIng m. 

39 1-7. Is the rate of wages which those persons receive, who thus obstruct t~e 
entranc.e of fresh la~)Qurers, beyond that which is necessary to maintain them !O 

a certam degree of mdependence:-Yes if they had full employment, but they 
/lave not; those men who are carpenters' and masons and who will (Jot work for 

, \cS5 
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less than four shillings and a penny a day, some of them do not get a day's work 
in a fortni,ght. 

3918. Do you conceive that this union of trades has diminished the real demand 
for labour of artisans ?-It appears to me to have done so; a number of architects 
and persons engaged in works, have given them up. 

3919. Have you any doubt that if the labour of artisans were free in Ireland, 
that considerably more of the work of artisans would be done ?-I thillk much 
more; in the city of Cork there is a demand for what is called the middling class 
of houses, from 301. to 40 l. a year; there are a number of persons that would 
set about building houses, but they cannot do it as long as that union of trades 
exists. 

3920. Is it not the fact that there are many public buildings which have been 
retarded very much by the turning out of the tradespeople employed ?-There are 
several public buildings which have bEen retarded by that circumstance. ' 

3921. Is not the effect of this union of trades to create a considerable enhance
ment of expense where the work is necessary and unavoidable, and to diminish the 
demand for labour and the carrying on of works where there ie a possibility of 
avoiding them ?-It appears to me so. There is no person whatever that will engage 
in any work requiring tradesmen in Cork, if he can avoid it. 

3922. Does not this operate most materially to prevent the improvement of the 
dwellings of the people ?-Very much; it appears to me likewise to have had a 
very bad moral effect upon the poor. It is very injurious when men of that de
scription are brought together in masses in public houses; when met there they are 
generally influenced by any person who talks a great deal, such a man is likely to 
be an idle fellow; and the tradespeople have actually suffered in their morals since 
the Union of Trades was established, for even within my recollection there is a 
considerable change in them for the worse. 

3923. Do you know the rate of wages usually given to tradespeople, such as 
carpenters and plasterers ?-It is 4s. 1 d. a day. 

2924. Supposing the trade to be free, can you at all imagine what would be the 
rate of wages which an ordinary carpenter or mason would reCEive, by whom 48. 1 tl. 
a day is now claimed ?-It would be entirely influenced by the price of provisions 
and the demand; I think there would be much more demand and much more 
steady employment, I think they would have steady employment, at from 28. 6d. 
to 38. a day. 

3925. Was not that the usual rate given till lately ?-It was. 
3926. Are the leaders in those c?nfederacies. support.ed by the men?-They 

are; they have what they call commIttees, who Issue theIr mandates to the parti
cular trades; and those men in general do little work, they are said to be supported 
out of the chest. 

3927. You are aware that Emigration has taken place from the neighbourhood 
of Cork?-Yes; and it is going on now very briskly. 

3928. To what part is that emigration chiefly directed ?-Chiefly to Canada, and 
to the States. 

3929. Will you describe the circumstances under which that is taking place at 
this moment?-The description of persons that go there from the south of Ireland 
through Cork, are generally small farmers that have saved a little, and some rich 
ones; but the great bulk are labourers. It is a very extraordinary circumstance 
that scarcely a tradesman in the city emigrates; I have had some correspondence 
with a person who is principally employed in forwarding the emigration there a 
ship-broker, and he says, there is scarcely a tradesman even among thol$e that ~re 
well employed, that can ever save as much as will take him over; now the labourers 
do save sometimes, for the labourers are much more comfortable than the trades
men are, although receiving much less wages; they are more temperate and they 
are more managing than the tradesmen. The great bulk going now are small farmers 
and labourers. . 

3930. What is the amount of money with which those small farmers emigrate? 
-The passage to Canada is about 2/. lOS., and they seldom charge them for cbil
dren; it costs them 4/. lOS. to go to the States. 

3931. What are their views when they get there ?-They are better pleased to 
be employed by the farmers as labourers than to get ground themselves, for they 
know that tbey will eventually be able to become proprietors; and all the accounts 
fro,m those who have gone out have been very favourable, they have generally 
wntten to their friends to come out to them; their aCCowlts are 80 good from Canada., 
~ 3C ~ 
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Dr. that Emigration is likely ~o increase; one man tol~ me that, he had so many appli-
William Murplty. cations to him, that he thInks that he expects to shIp abo~t seven thousand persoQS 
~ in this present spring. About two thousand have been shlppped already. 

15l\1ay, 3932 . Do they principally go to Canada?-To Canada and New York; out of 
18~7. that number, there are about eight hundred to New York. 

3933. What is the description of those that went t? N~w Yo.rk ?-Farmers and 
labourers, and a few weavers; they have had C?mmUOlcatlODs wIth the States, anti 
they say that weavers are wanted at PhiladelphIa. . . 

3934. Do the agricultural population appear much Illchned to go to N ew York? 
-Yes they are more anxious to go to the States. 

393'5. If you state that they are more anxious to go to ~he United States thaD 
to the Canadas, how do you account for so large a proportIOn as twelve hundred 
out of two thousand having gone to the Canadas ?-For cheapness; numbers come to 
Cork who have nothing but their 2/. lOS. and a bag of potatoes to take with them. 

3!136. Then in fact the better description of persons go to New York?-Yes, 
and some with a good deal of money have gone to Canada; there are a great many 
of the men that go from the county of Limerick very snug farmers; I had some 
conversation with several of them about their vie\~s, they were anxious, they said, to 
get rid of rents and tithes, and ~o become .proprIetors tl~emselves; and they were 
afraid there would be another dIsturbance III Ireland, whIch they would never wish 
to witness again. .. 

3937. Have they lately renewed those expressIOns of apprehenslOn?-Y es, it 
was very lately before I ca'me over that I had conversation to this effect. 

3938• Are you aware whether, in the management of land in Ireland, there is a 
disposition now manifested by the proprietors to consolidate farms, and to reduce 
the population upon their estates ?-I only know it from conversation with country 
gentlemen; they all appear to be impressed with the necessity of doing so. 

3939. Do you conceive that such alteration in the system of managing land is 
one which is advantageous to the public interests ?-I think so. 

3940. Do you conceive that such alteration can take place on any farms where 
there has been an accumulation of numbers on the part of the tenantry, without 
dispossessing a considerable number of those tenants? -I should think it would 
be very difficult, for I suppose that the small farmer wouln not like to become a 
labourer, though it might be shown to him that he would be more comfortable as 
a labourer; I suppose there is no other way of making large farms than by turning 
the class of small farmers into labourers. 

3941. Do you not think that that particular class of persons would be persons 
who would be glad to have an opportunity of becoming resident settlers upon land 
of their own in the colonies ?-Exactly; numbers of that class are going. 

3942. Are you of opinion that that class of persons would prefer becoming 
settlers upon land of their own, to becoming labourers?-They would. 

3943. Supposing 1I10st ample information were to be given to them as to the 
nature of the assistance they were to receive upon landing, and that they were to be 
supplied with provisions for a certain period, till their own crops should enable them 
to become independent of assistance; that they were to have a house built for 
them, and implements and cooking utensils found for them, and every thing in short 
that. was nec:ssary for a completely comfortable existence; do you think that those 
partIes, prOVIded seven years were allowed them to establish themselves, would be at 
all unwilling to pay interest for such money as miaht be advanced to them for that 
purpose ~-I do. not thi?k that many of them would do so, for they are going over 
almost wlt~ the ~mp~e~sJOn, that they will have nothing to pay for the land. 

3944· 1 o~ WIll dlstll1~tly unde~stand that the question is not with respect to pay
~ent !or their land, but I~ IS preCIsely the same as if money were advanced to. thelD 
~n theIr own country, whl~h they were to have the use of for seven years wlth?ut 
m~erest, and then to pay Itlterest for it; do you think, upon a proper expl~natIOD 
bemg made to them, that men of that particular cla£s would not be desIrOUS of 
receiving assistance fr~m the Government upon those terms ?-I have not the least 
doubt, from conversatIOns I have had with them upon the subject, that they would 
be willing to pay. 

3945· _And~ that they would be willing to give the security of their land for the 
payment r-1 es, I have not the least doubt of it. 

3946• When this was duly explained to them, do you not think they would be 
m?re pleased to ac~e.pt land upon such terms, than to be exposed to the uncer· 
tamty of success aflsmg from their own unassisted exertions ?-They would; th~ 

~ ~ 
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is a great want of correct knowledge among them with respect to the state of 
America. 

3947. Supposing a considerable emigration to take place from Cork and its 
neighbourhood, do you conceive that any effectual means could be devised for 
preventing the vacuum being filled up?-:-I. fear not; i~ fact there .is. no law by 
which strangers can be kept from commg mto the parish, as there IS In England; 
in Ireland the poor laws do not exist. 

3948. In what class of the community do you conceive the increase of population 
to go on most rapidly in Ireland ?-In the lower classes. 

3949. Do you conceive that it goes on more rapidly when the state of the popu
lation is very low, or when it is advanced and improved ?-I think it goes on more 
rapidly when it is a point above the very lowest. 

3950. Taking two classes in the community, the farmers and the cottagers, in 
which of those two classes do you conceive that the greatest number of impro
vident marriages take place ?-I think in the cottier class. 

3951. Can a cottier obtain possession of land, and the power of building a 
cottage, without the consent of the landlord ?-Certainly not; but according to the 
system that has been pursued in Ireland, he need not have the landlord's consent. 

3952. Are you aware that an alteration of the law has taken place, which 
enables the landlord to provide against the subdivision of his land?-Yes. 

3953. In case the landlord were to be called upon for a contribution to assist in 
emigration, do you not think that that would be given by him upon the principle 
that the increase of population was mi~chievous to his own interest ?-I think he 
ought to do so, but whether he would do so, or not, I cannot say. 

3954. In cases in which he did so, do not you conceive that he would do so for 
the purpose of checking an evil which he felt to be prejudicial to his own interest? 
-Certainly. 

3955. Then, in the shape of contribution, do you not think that a security would 
be obtained, that he would, as far as in himself lay, prevent the recurrence of the 
evil ?-Undoubtedly, he pledges himself to it. 

39.56. Then under the existing state of the law, which enables him to enforce 
covenants in leases, do you not think that the landlord who had given such security 
would take due means to prevent the undue increase of a cottier population upon 
the land ?-I think he would find it very difficult to do so; it is very easy to make 
Acts of Parliament for Ireland, but it is very difficult to put them into operation. 

3957. Do you not think that although that be true as a general principle, an ex
ception might be made with respect to those cases in which those who administered 
the law have a motive, from a regard to their own interest, to carry that law into 
effect ?-They have a very unmanageable population to administer for. 

3958. W Quid there be any personal danger to the proprietor in pulling down 
some of those houses, if the people inhabiting them had emigrated ?-If the people 
that inhabit them quit them voluntarily there will be no danger, but I think otherwise 
if they were compelled to quit; upon the consolidation of his farm, in that case, it 
would be dangerous. 

3959. A system of emigration being established so that the ejected tenant would 
know that there was a fair opening to him by his own industry to establish his early 
independence in the British colonies, do you not think that that would reconcile him 
to ejectment much more than he can be reconciled to it at present, and that it would 
be an additional temptation to the land proprietor to take the earliest opportunity 
of removing that extra population ?-I think there can be no doubt of it, because 
there is a desire for emigration. 

3960. Do you conceive that the Act of last Session will to a considerable extent 
remain. inoperative, unless means are given by emigration to provide tor the 
populatIOn who may he dispossessed ?-Undoubtedly, I think it will be a mere dead 
letter without it. 

3961. Without that aid being given, do you also conceive that any attempt to 
en~o~ce the provisions of that Act may lead to interruptions of the public tran
qUllhty ?--It appears to me that it would. 

3962. If that aid were given, there would not be much danger ?-I should think 
not at all. 

3963. Is not the disposition to emigrate so extensive in the South of Ireland, 
that the difficulty would be rather to repress than to encourage it?-I think so. 

3964. Is there not a disposition generally on the part of the poor in the 50ut.h 
of I.reland to consider that any facilities that are given by the Government to emI
gratIOn are acts of grace and favour, and not acts in any degree bordering on ?p-
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pression ?-They do not look upon them at all as oppressive acts, but the very 
contrary. . 

3965. Is it the practice in the South of Ireland, III the larger class of farms, for 
the labourers to be resident and fed in the house ?-Not much, except upon parti-
cular occasions. . 

3966. Are you of opinion. ~hat. if that habit wa~ introdu.ced, It would operat~ to 
check early marriage, from ralsIDg Ideas ~f comfort 10 the ml~ds of the labourers r
I think it would have that effect; the Insh peasantry want Ideas of comfort. 

Jovis, 17" die Maii, 1827. 

R. J. WILMOT HORTON, ESQUIRE, 
IN THE CHAIR. 

The Rev. John Strachan, D. D. again called in; and further Examined. 
3967, HAVE you any details with which you can furnish the Committee, re

specting the average annual expense which is i~curred by emigrants arriving. in the 
Canadas without any capital or means of subslstence?-The expense to whIch the 
inhabitants of York are put, consisting of a population of about 1,800, since 1818, 
has averaged upwards of two hundred pounds per annum for supporting destitute 
and sick emigrants, giving them provisions, and attending them during sickness; 
besides, great difficulty frequently occurs when the parents die, in providing for the 
children, keeping them sometimes for a length of time, till places can be found for 
them; a great number of such cases of distress happen every year. 

3968. Supposing, except in the case of children, that the individuals who were 
in that state of distress, had had any small capital advanced to them, upon the 
condition of repayment, do you think there would have been any practicable means 
of eflecting that repayment ?-I allude chiefly to those persons who, from sickness, 
have been totally unable to work; those persons who are not sick, seldom require 
much assistance, probably provision for a week or two, till they get employment; 
such, if they had had capital advanced, would have gone upon their farms imme
diately, like othel' settlers. 

3969. What are the annual number of men capable of labouring at agricultural 
labour, which, upon an average, you consider have arrived in Canada since the year 
1818, independently of women and children 1- I am not sure that I could give a 
very accurate answer. 

3970. Can you state within a hundred or five hundred ?-I think upwards of 
2000 heads of families have come to the Canadas who were capable of labour. 

3971. Could you in any degree inform the Committee what, upon the most 
g~neral estimate, might be the amount of money which each of them possessed, one 
with the other.?-P.robably one with another they might have two or th~ee pounds 
when they arrived 10 York, but a vast number arrived without any thmgj many 
were sent on from Kingston by the steam-boat, who had their passage paid for 
them, not having the means of paying it themselves. 

3972, The question had reference to the 2000 men who landed generally in the 
Canadas, and not to those who found their way to York ?-I can only speak. cor· 
rectly of those that arrived at York. 

3973· D.o you think that t~e demand for labour in the Upper Province is so 
great, that If means were provIded, a considerable additionai number of labourers 
would be absorbed .by !he wants of the population ?_ N ot a great number. 

39,74. Do you thmk If 5,000 labourers were to present themselves instead of 2,000, 
th~t 10 that case the demand for labour would be sufficient to absorb them ?-Cer
ta10Iy not. 

3975. What would ~e the consequence of such a supply of labour over !he 
demand ?-They must eIther starve, or be a burthen on the inhabitants as the Sick 
now are . 

. 3976• Do y~lU not think that a system might be devised, under which labour· 
mIght spread Itself more easily than it does now over the whole surface of the 
Canadas, where it is wanted; for example might not a settler ill a distant part of 
the colon t h' h ., h' . y, 0 W IC It was 110t probable that any labourer would work IS way, 

ha~thortze an agent at any of the ports to make a selection of any person, and send 
1m up d ~ 'h , un erta mg to pay the expense of his passage through the country j mIg t 

not a system, more or less of this character, be devised 1-I rather think not, 
because the poorer settlers generally wish to do all the work withiu themselves; 

with 
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with regard to that class of settlers t~at are a li~tle forward in the wor!d, and that 
wish to cultivate farms largely, they might come mto a system of that kmd, but the 
majority of the people are too poor. 

3977. Do you not conceive. that single. men that go. out might almost u~iformly 
provide for themselves?~I thmk they might;. ~o the smgle men we never gIVe any 
assistance, except sometImes a few days provIsIOn. 

Peter Robinson, Esq. again called in; and further Examined. 

3978. YOU are aware that all the calculations of expense that have been made 
by the Emigration Committee, have been made upon the principle of each family 
consisting of a man, a woman and three children ?-It was upon that estimate the 
experiments of 1823 and 1825 were made. 

3979. Might there not be variations in the number of emigrants going, without 
any variation in the amount of expense ? -There might. 

3980. "'hat is the proportion of children that you would estimate as making the 
same expense necessary as is incurred in the support of a man ?-Two children are 
generally estimated as equal to an adult in respect to the expenses. 

3981. Do you consider that there would be any prejudice sustained in locating 
emigrants, if a man and a woman should have six children, for example, instead of 
three ?-Not the least; their success would be equally certain in the colony. 

3982. Do you think there would be any prejudice if they had eight or even ten 
children, instead of three ?-N one whatever. 

3983. In point of fact, supposing that of 5,000 emigrants 300 out of the 1,000 
men were single men, consequently, there would not be more than 700 women, the 
Emigration would then stand thus, 1,000 men, 700 of whom would be married, 
and the other 300 single, 700 married women, and 3,600 children; would not you 
estimate the expense of that Emigration as less rather than more than the expense 
of an Emigration in the other proportions, inasmuch as it is to be expected that 300 
single men would find their way in the colony as labourers without the necessity of 
being located ?-As there would be no expense incurred in settling a single man or 
providing for his subsistence after his arrival in the colony, I consider the expense 
would not exceed the usual proportion of a man, his wife and three children. 

3984. In point of fact therefore, notwithstanding the ratio which the Committee 
have taken for the sake of convenience, that ratio would not operate practically to 
prejudice any Emigration in which the numbers might be different, inasmuch as in 
case of there being fewer of one class there would be more of another ?-It would 
not, if the principle was adopted, that each single man should provide for himself 
upon his arrival in the colony. 

3935. If, instead of the supposition of the 300 single men providing for them
selves, 600 additional children were taken in their r00111, in that case the numbers 
would be 4,200 children, 700 mtn and 700 women; in such a case are you not of 
opinion that the expense would not be exceeded ?-It would not, if the children 
were to provide for themselves after their arrival in the colony. 

3986. Therefore there is no necessity to limit the Emigration to persons with 
three children ?-I have found by experience that the largest families generally were 
the soonest able to provide for themselves, and that families of eight and nine 
children have cleared more land and raised more produce, in proportion, than a 
healthy young man and his wife and two children; besides, the loss of the head of 
th~ family, when such an affliction occurs, is in some degree supplied by the 
chJIdren. 

3987. Therefore, in the selection of emigrants, provided the father and mother 
were within a !!ertain age and perfectly healthy, you would rather be disposed to 
take them with large families than without ?-I would much rather . 
. 3q88. Supposing the case of an Emigration of 1,000 men, of which 300 were 

slOgle, do you think it would be dangerous to make the experiment of sending out 
300 widows with three children each ?-The success of a widow with three or four 
children, the eldest not less than] 6, would be equal to the other emigrants. In 
] 823, I took two or three such families, with boys from 18 to 20, and in 1825 
I took two or three more, in order to make the experiment, and in both instances it 
succeeded remarkably well. 

3989. In the case of widows with young children, you would decidedly object 
to it?-Decidedly. 
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3990. In the case of a widow ~oing out with her two sons, one 16 and the other 
18, would you propose to place them UpO~l a lot of land, ~s you would the head 
of a family?- I would; on the two occaSIOns I have mentioned,. I gave a lot of 
land to the eldest boy, and in every instance they succeeded qUite as \feU as the 
other emigrants. 

3991. Would you reject them if the children ~ere under the age of 16?-1 could 
not, as settlers, recommend a widow whose famIly were under 16, as the greatest 
hardships are to be encountered in the commencement of the settlement, which 
younger children could not endure. . . 

3992. In illustration of what you have stated to the Com.lllltte~, will you be 
good enough to give a detailed accou?t o~ the settlement of ~ widow 10 the Emigra
tion of 1823 and 1825?-In the EmigratIOn of 1823, the widow Margaret Clahane 
was taken from Churchtown, in the county of Cork, with 2 boys and 3 girls above 
14, and one girl under 14: they were located in Pakenham, in the Bathurst 
district, in the autumn of 1823; and on the 14th March 1826, they had cleared 
lSI acres of land, raised 65 bushels of grain, ~20 bushels of potatoes, ISO bushels 
of turnips, and had acquired by their labour 6 head of cattle. In the Emigration of 
1825, the widow Johannah Hickie was taken from the county of Cork, (~allow) 
with 6 children, John 18, James 16, Patrick 15, Mary 13, Thomas 11, and 
Michael 7: these \Vere located in the township of Ennismore, in the district of 
Newcastle, in the autumn of 1825; and on the 24th November 1826, they had 
4 acres of land cleared, and had raised 300 bushels of potatoes, 100 bushels of 
turnips, and 60 bushels of Indian corn. 

3993. Have you known any instance of money or produce being lent to an emi
grant settler upon a principle of repayment, and which repayment has been carried 
into execution ?·-It is a very common practice among the new settlers to borrow, 
during the first season, flour and pork from their more wealthy neighbours, which 
they repay afterwards from the produce of their farms; but the government in 
Upper Canada has never made any advances to settlers, to my knowledge. 

3994. In point of fact do not sales of land take place in Canada; upon tbe prin
ciple of progressive repayment by instalments? - Every day; and those instalments 
are paid in the produce of that very same land. 

3!J95. And not in money?-Sometimes in money arising from the sale of such 
produce. 

3996. In point of fact, therefore, it is an every-day custom for men that are not 
enabled to pay for the purchase of land in the first instance, to mortgage the land, 
and to repay the purchase-money by progressive instalments, either in produce or in 
money?-It is the common practice. 

Jonathan Sewell, Esq. called in; and Examined. 
JonatAan Sewell, 

Esq. 
~ 

3997· HOW many years have you been Chief Justice of the province of Lower 
Canada ?-Nineteen. 

3998. Have you resided there pretty continuously during that ~eriod?-I .never 
have been absent but upon the present occasion; and once dUrIng the penod of 
1814 and 1815. 

3999· ~ave you had ~n opport~Illity of reading with attention the Evidence which 
has been given before .thls C~mmlttee, upon the subject of Emigration ?-I have. 

4000. The Co.mmlttee w.lsh to refer you particularly to the evidence of Mr. 
Felton, whose eVIdence applIes more particularly to the province of Lower Canada; 
are you prepared to state that you generally concur with Mr. Felton in his views, as 
to the probable success o~ emigrants in that colony?-I do. . 

4~Ol. Have you examIned the Evidence with sufficient accuracy and in SUffiCl~t 
detail, . t? feel confident as to the main identity of your opinion on this subject With 
the opInIOn .of that genlleman ?-Perhaps if I were to discuss every point, I sbould 
not agree With 1\1r. Felt.v~; but i~ the general result of his opinions I certaiD~Y do. 

4002. :"-re you of 0pullon that If the sum of 60t. be applied in gIving assistance 
to an emigrant head of a family located upon 100 acres of land, tbat if he be 
allowed seven years before any interest is demanded from him he would be enabled 
after that period to pay either in money or in money's worth,' that is in kind and 
Produ d' fi h' r ' _& ce procee Ing rom IS Jarm, the sum of 4t. per annum takin" the averageUl 
one hu d d . h' ' 0 d n re acres Wit another ,-If he was located upon good soil and ha access 

d
to a market for the sale of the surplus of his agricultural produce i have very little 

oOOt but that he might. ' 
4003. Without 
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4003. Without difficulty or inconvenience to himself?-I should think he might, 
if he was an industrious man. 

4004 Do you not think that under the circumstance of many emigrants being 
settled together, which would naturally lead to the establishment of communica
tions and roads and access to markets, such a result would be more probable than 
in the case of a more scattered location ?-N 0 doubt of it. 

4005. If it were properly represented to those settlers, that they had an entire 
choice of accepting this assistance or not, and that it was proposed to be lent to 
them upon the footing of an accommodation loan without interest, for the period 
of ~even years, do you think there would be a disposition upon their part to accept 
it, and a determination to adhere to the principle of repayment which should be 
prescribed by the agreement r-If the settlers were to go from this country, that is 
a question that people here are better judges of than I am. 

4006. Do you think the circumstance, of no rent being paid in general among the 
old settlers of tbe country, would operate to prevent those parties being willing to 
repay this particular debt, when it was explained to them that it was not as a price 
for their land, but as a price for commodities advanced to them for their support 
and location ?-As far as I comprehend the intention of the Emigration, I view it 
to be guided by this principle, that the man is to receive this money as a loan; if 
he receives it as a loan, he never can reject at any future day the benefits of that 
loan, so as to deny that he has become responsible for it; it would be just like any 
other debt. 

4007. Do you think that there would be any indisposition in the Legislature of 
the province of Lower Canada to give any assistance or facility in the collection of 
those interest payments when due, or generally to promote the location of emigrants, 
provided they were properly selected and were healthy active men, who were cal
culated to make good subjects and to become useful to the colony?-I can answer 
without any hesitation that there would be no objection upon the part of two 
branches of the Legislature, but for the third I cannot undertake to answer. 

4008. Do you think there would be any objection on the part of the English 
residents in that colony ?-I do not apprehend there would be any. 

4009. Are you sufficiently acquainted with the subject to be able to inform the 
Committee whether there are not districts of fertile land of great extent within the 
province, which might be progressively applied to the purposes of Emigration?
I have been a member of the executive council for nineteen years, and have had 
access to all the information that has been given upon the subject, and I believe 
that there are very valuable tracts indeed within the limits of Lower Canada, 
valuable I mean as to the soil, which is very excellent soil, and capable of being 
carried to a high degree of cultivation. 

4010. Are there not very extensive districts which at present are out of cultiva
tion, but which the operation of a law of escheat would place within the reach of 
emigration ?-Certainly. 

4011. Are you of opinion that the proprietors of those districts would be willing 
to come to a fair compensation, upon the principle of allowing that land or part of 
it to be occupied by emigrants, which would have a tendency to give additional 
value to that which remained ?-I should suppose they gladly would, because every 
one of them have forfeited their land, according to the letter of the condition. 

4012. Have you ever known an instance in which there has been a practical 
repayment of money lent or of produce lent to settlers?- I have not, because 
I have not been resident in the country; I have been resident in the city of Quebec. 
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4017. Are there any rights of ~ithe, or ma.norial ri~hts or common rights, on the 
land ?_ There is a modus for agistment, which apphes to the whole of the moor; 
unless specially provided for by the bill, any improvements would be liable to 
tithe. 

4018. Supposing agricultural labourers to be located there, what quantity of 
acres per family of five persons, consisting of a man, woman all:d three children, is 
it proposed to allot?-It is suggested that no allotments should In that case exceed 
thirty acres. . . . . 

4019. As the land is stated t? be In~henable, what.ls the period ofthe lease that 
is proposed to be granted ?-Nmety-mne years cer!am. 

4020. What is the estimated expense of a dwelling necessary for each family of 
settlers ?-About 230/. including fences for the garden and what it would be neces-
sary to ex pend in th~ first instancr. ., . 

4021. Does that mclude the fencmg of the tlnrty acres ?-That m~ludes fencing 
a portion of the land for a garden and the house, the house to consIst of a living 
room, two bed-rooms, a wash-house, cow-shed, piggery, and the necessary con. 
veniences. 

4022. Does that include the proportionate expense of the general roads that are 
to connect these districts together ?-A proportion of the first expense, II' hat 
I would recommend to be done at first j I would not form regular roads in the first 
instance, but let that be done as it became necessary from the settlers having 
cultivated the ground. 

4023. Does that include furniture ?-No. 
4024. What is the estimated expense of furniture which is necessary to be placed 

in the houses of those settlers ?-About 12/. 
4025. What is the proportion of the expense of the actual dwelling, in the esti

mate of 2301. ?-It would be about 1801. 
4026. What is the estimated value of the food which it would be necessary for 

the family to subsist on before they could have any return from the cultivation of 
the land ?-I estimate that they would want partial support for four years, and that 
the whole expense for the family would be about 1051. for that time; they would 
want to be wholly supported the first year, three-quarters the second. half the third, 
and a fourth the fourth year; after that, I think they would be fully capable of 
supporting themselves. 

4027. What is the nature of the cultivation which it is proposed that the settlers 
should carryon ?-Potatoes, hemp, flax, and perhaps oats or bigg, I think, would 
answer. 

4028. Are the agricultural implements necessary for cultivation included in the 
estimate you have given ?-No j they will amount to about Sl. or 61. 

4029. Is it necessary that horses should be employed in this cultivation ?-Not 
till after the settlers themselves can afford to have them. 

4030. Have you any calculations as to the estimated amount of produce which 
you expect to be the result per family of this cultivation ?-Assigning the time at 
which they would be able to subsist themselves, I have estimated that the produce 
for potatoes would be a return of 12 to 1, of corn at least S to 1; and I think those 
are the very lowest that possibly could be in that situation . 

. 40 31. Having alluded to different items in detail, will you furnish the Committee 
WIth a general estImate,. per famil~, of eve!y single item of expense whic~ can be 
made matter of calculatIon and estimate pnor to the period when the partles may 
be expected to be enabled to subsist themselves from the produce of the soil ?-

4032. You have stated that each settler is to have 30 acres?-The utmost 
should be 30 .acres, but ?S is what I have estimated upon. . . 

4033·-WIlI you rletaIl to the Committee the different quantities ofJaod In .w~ICll 
you propose, upon an average, to dispose of those 30 acres, distinguishing It Into 
pasture, hay, oats, and the general process of cultivation?-

41)34' Is there good pas'ture on parts of Dartmoor ?-Yes. 
40~S. Have you seen good crops of hay there ?-I have not had all opportunity 

of seemg the crops of hay. 
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every article conducive to their accommodation during their voyage and to their 
welfare after their location; that they should be conveyed to the port in the most 
comfortable manner, and that a superintendent should be selected by the voluntary 
subscribers, to report from time to time their situation, and to insure their confi
dence. The result was, that not a parish would subscribe, that very few individuals pro
portionatelyconsented t.o colonize~ that of those who d.id at first express an ir,clination, 
several subsequently wIthdrew; 111 a wJrd, the project became so unpopular, that 
it was found advisa-ble to originate another subscription to be applied towards pro
viding employment. We appointed a superintendent, \\ho com.billed, "ith other 
qualifications, that of being a surgeon. However, we found our list reduced to be
tween two and three hundred persons. ". e purchased, at the sole expense of the 
voluntary subscribers, every implement that we conceived to be desirable, and fur
nished the colonists with all manner of seeds, cuttings of vines, and other vege
table productions. Having done this, "e cC?nveyed the whole party in coaches to 
Liverpool. Yet under all these favourable circumstances, although the Lord Lieu
tenant took an active part in the business, together with the Duke of Portland, 
Earl Manvel'S, Admiral Sotheron, and others who possessed the full confidence of 
the county as well as of the poor, and though many of us fclt a com-iction, and 
none more strongly than myself, tbat when the supply of labour exceeded the pre
sent and prospective demand, no alternative equally expedient with colonization 
could be devised, still, although we distinctly explained this to tbe lower orders, 
and pointed out the advantages of it to them, the measure was then and continues 
to this day unpopular. After embarking the party at Liverpool in two vessels 
bound for Algoa Bay, a meeting of the subscribers was convened, at which the 
before-mentioned peers and persons attended. About one half of the subscription 
was returned, because we coule! not prevail upon the workillg classIC., to allo\\' that 
it should be rendered available towards their " colonization," which word we were 
always obliged to adopt as the mildest modification of \\hat tbe operatives deno
minated " transportation," and the measure terminated as I have stated. The 
subsequent history of this colony is \\ell known at the office of the Secretary of 
State for the Colonial department. Unfortunately, the settlers were subjected to 
one severe privation by the death of 1\Ir. Calton, the surgeon and superintendent 
sent out with those persons, which happened immediately upon his lallllincr at Alaoa 
Bay; besides which, their crops of wheat were injured hy the rust. 0 '" 

4128. You have stated that the same prejudices against colonization exist at this 
day in N ottinghamshire ?-Against that colonization to which I have adverted. 

4129. Are the Committee to understand that at this mOlllent in N ottingham
shire, in those parishes IIbich are overloaded with what may be conside~·ed as 
superabundant population, there is a strong prejudice against any remedy vein" 
afforded by emigration in any shape ?-- I do not conceive the pressure of distres~ 
to be so intense upon the working classes now as it was in I ~ I ~); many artificers in 
those days, who had lived in absolute luxury and comparative affiuellcF, were re
duced to such an abject situation that they worked as common labourers for lod. 
a day, and submitted to this drudgery sooner than accept colonization. I am also 
of opinion that the same feeling still exists, and will probably prevail in other 
places where the poor know as well as they do in N ottinghamshire, that they are, 
under the present laws, ~ntitled to parochial support. .1 thin!< that wben a family 
becomes actually paupeflzed, hoth III the parents and III then· progeny. which is 
constantly the case, that we appear in our legislation to want some provision beyond 
a workhouse or a prison; and I leave it to the judgment of the Committee to con
sider whether there may not be a class of paupers to whom colonization mi"ht be 
proposed, accompanied with a condition, that, if rejected, these paupers sbould not 
become in future entitled to parochial relief. 

4 130. Have you had an opportunity of seeing the Evidence which has been 
taken before this Committee ?-I have not • 
• 4 131. The Committee would be glad to know whether yon do not consider that 
It would be necessary that it should be established as a matter of indisputable 

, notoriety, that Emigration had been attended with uniform advantage to the emi
grants, before it wonld be expedient to make such a change in the Poor Laws as 
II:bso~utely by law to rliscontinue the claim of paupers for assistance from the pa
fish r-I conceive that the practical expediency of colqnization, as a national mea
sure, should be well ascertained, but I do not conceive it indispensably necessary 
that the minds of the poor should be absolutely satisfied upon this subject. 
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4 132 • Supposing th~t repeated experi~ents had sho,,:n tha~ Emigration t? the 
North American colomes was attended m all cases of m~ust.nous settlers With an 
extreme improvement of their condition, and with the reahzatl?l1 of their indepen_ 
dence, are you not of opinion that the magistrates and parochial authorities would 
be disposed to grant less and less to parties for whom no employment could be 
found and who refused to take advantage of the resource of colonization '-I am 
not a~are that such circumstances would operate upon the parochial allowances 
because I have been instrumental towards reducing the rates very considerably i~ 
the district wherein I reside. In the parish of Southwell the annual expenditure em 
account of the poor amounte~ i,n th~ year 1821 to :',010/., but was reduc~d ~n 1824 
to 51 7l. by a judicious adnllDlstratlOn of the Poor Laws; the rents paid III 1821 
amounted to 184/., but in 1823 no rents were allowed: .As the parochial allowance 
made in our district and in every well-regulated dlstnct to poor persons is the 
minimum that appears necessary for human subsistence, I cannot discern how liny 
reduction can be effected in such allowances. 

4133. Are you not of opinion that although that practice may have been intro
duced in that particular district, that is not the general custom throughout the 
country ?-I am of opinion that the .Poor La\ls, if well ad~inistere~, would produce 
very different effects from those whIch now result from theIr operatIOn. My endea
vour has been to enforce practically the principles developed in the Statute of 
Queen Elizabeth, and elaborately confirmed by the Report upon the Poor Laws 
promulgated in I 81 7; in one word, we constrain the poor to depend upon their 
own resonrces for subsistence; we make up no wages out of the POOl'S rates, we pay 
no rents, we carry the bastardy laws into strict execution, and we limit circum
spectlyour allowances to non-resident paupers. 

4134. Supposing the fact to be, that an able-bodied man in a parish cannot find 
any employment in which there is a demand for his labour, would not, practically 
speaking, the allowance afforded by the magistrates in some degree be governed by 
the reality of the effort which he had made to find employment, and supposing it to 
be demonstrable that by colonization he might better his condition, would not that be 
a practical reason for administering to him a less rate of parochial charity than in 
the opposite case of his making an ineffectual effort to improve his condition, and 
not having the power to accomplish it ?-Perhaps I view the question in rather 
a different light; I do not consider that the question of bettering his condition 
comes necessarily into issue between the pauper and the parish; no man is, in my 
estimation, legally entitled to any parochial relief beyond that which will afford 
a bare sustenance; in Oelr district, we give a pauper under the present circumstances 
the lowest sum that seems sufficient to support life; we avoid any intentional mal
administration of the Poor Laws; we force the poor to seek for employment; we 
u~ge them to migrate in the first instance from their respective parishes in search 
01 occupation, and after such exertions, if no other employment is to be found, we 
supply them with the most servile kind of work, this has chiefly been provided by 
the highways, such as breaking stones, riddling gravel, quarrying, or any similar 
employment. At Southwell, with a population of 3,051, we have now in the w~rk
hous~ only one male! !our females, and ten children; and in forty-nine parishes, which, 
cOl~vmced of the uuht): ?f the ~ystem, incorporated on my recommendation, and of 
which I am now the VISitor, With a pO(Julation of 14,2'79, and a rental assessed at 
] 06,41 0 l. a 'year u~dcr the Property Tax Act in 181 5, we have never exceeded 
71 paupers m the IDcorporated h?u~e, and yesterday I received an acco~nt that 
they are now reduced to 54, conslstlllg of 23 males, 17 females, and J 4 children. 

-4- 1 35. Are y.ou of opinion that it would be extremely convenient to pass a decla
!at~ry ~law, statm.g t~e payl~ent of the rent of cottages out of the ~o?rs rates to be 
llle",al. - I conceive It to be Illeaal and as such I should not allow It 1ll the accounts 
fl' I '" , , o t le pans ICS und.er my. co?trol. In my opinion the expenses incurred under the 
Poo~ ~aws .have ansen prinCipally from the non-aoministration rather than fro!D tbe 
~dmID.lstr~tlOl1 ~f the Poor Laws, from promiscuously relieving the poor wltbout 
JDvestlgatll1g their resources or compelling their personal exertions. 

4 136. Would you not admit that a case may arise ill which it is in vain to force 
the poor upon their own resources, inasmuch as from the circumstances of the trade 
no .real demand for labour may exist ?-Great and sudden revolutions in trade, 
~'hlch are unforeseen and oerhaps inevitable will undoubtedly occur on-which occa-
sIOns the I fIb '. ' '. . supp y 0 a our WIll enormously exceed the demand; under these circum· 

~ stanCei 
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stances you bave no alternative but providing some substitute, and the principle in 
N otting hamshire has been to sU.bscrib.e voluntarily and liberal! y, and t~ expend such 
contribu tions solely and exclusIvely In employment, under the supenntendence of 
a committee. 

4 137. Then, in fact, that sum .of money ,,:as administered in the ho~e that an 
alteration would take place, by whIch the partIes would be restored to theIr average 
employment?-It \\'as, considering such occurrences always as a temporary suspen
sIDn, not as a permanent alienation of employment. 

4138. Ar€') you not aware that there are in different parts of England .many 
agricultural districts where there are labourers permanently Ollt of employ, WIthout 
any chance of being absorbed for agricultural purposes ?-~ am aware .that cases 
of this description exist in England, and still more did I wItness them In Irelan~ 
during the last summer, where I entered considerably into the manugement of the!r 
pnor ; but I conceive that in many agricultural districts so circumstanced, t~e ~vll 
arises in a great measure either from il. want of capital, or from the non-apph~atJon 
of sufficient capital in the cultivation of the land, for I have seen estates whIch at 
this moment are tilled by horticulture rather than by agriculture, and much of the 
la;nd in this country might be reduced, if not to the same fertility, to a state of much 
higher improvement than prevails at present. In the parish ofThurgerton, of which 
I am the Incumbent, by keeping up the rate of wages to twelve shillings weekly 
for an able-bodied labourer, and by employing a sufficient capital in the cultivation 
of the ground, we have at this moment, in a population of 330 persons, but one 
resident pauper, who is a widow, receiving sixpence weekly. 

4139. You would admit that any improved principle of cultivation must arise 
from the impression that the capital employed in it is to produce a remunerating 
return ?-Undoubtedly, no capitalist will employ his capital unless he supposes 
that it will become presently or prospectively productive. 

4] 40. Are you not also prepared to admit that in many instances the introdue
tion of agricultural capital is calculated, i03tead of increasing the demand for labour, 
very materially to diminish it, inasmuch as all economincal processes in husbandry 
are effected by diminishing generally manual labour ;-1 think that observation 
applies less to agriculture than to manufactures, because the plough is nearly the 
same that it was 4,000 years ago, and the spade as well as other rural implements 
have remained almost unaltered during the like period. Therefore, though I am 
well acqainted with the introduction of machinery for thrashing machines and for 
some other works of husbandry, yet the introduction of machinery is small in 
husbandry when compared with manufactures, and the steam engine, that grand 
moving power, is ~o little applicable to rural purposes, that I think the c~pital 
employed in agriculture would produce greater proportionate employment than in 
any other department. 

·P41. In point of fact, is not the drill plough, and is not draining, calculated to 
abridge human labour ?-1 do not consider draining calculated to abridO"e human 
labour, on the centrary, it increases the quantity; the drill plough approximates 
the cultivation more closely to-horticulture. You will find that upon an acre of "round 
under drill cnltivation many more people will be employed, in weeding and ig other 
processes, than upon an equal surface of land which is not so illlproved; tal(e, for 
instan~e, a, garden in the neighbour~ood. of London, or any land in. the country nnder 
the dnll system of husbandry, and It wIll be found that though thIS system increases 
the produce of the soil, it does not diminish the labour per acre. 

4 142. You have mentioned a parish where there is but one person who receives 
re~1ef; what is the quality of the soil (-The higher part of it -is a woodland clay 
soil, the lower par.t of It stretches towards the banks of the Trent, and is a 
loamy soil. 

4] 43· Do you Iwow the extent of acres in that parish ?-It contains 3,000 acres. 
4] 44· What is the number of labourers in that parish 2-The population in ] ~;'"], 

was 33"0. 
4145· In the case or"a family, of a man a woman and three children, for whose 

la:boul' t?ere is lIO demand, and to whom you would upon principle give the minimum 
of subSIstence, what would you estimate the support of that family throughout the 
yea:r to co~t, supposing them to be entirely out of employ?-Our present rate of 
all.o','anee IS ~rom half a: crown to two shillings weekly for each adult, and from one 
sl:nlhng and SIxpence to one shiilingfor each child forming a part of the family. 
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4146. You are referring to families incapable of. procuring other a~sistance?_ 
I am referrinO' to families statin rr themselves to be Incapable of procurIng any em
ployment; w: ,uppose that the grdinary wages of a day la?ourer are in our district 
always sufficient to support himself, his wife, and four chlldre~l under ten years of 
age. not occasionally but permanently, subject to all t~e fluctu~tl~ns hetween summer 
and uinter work. The average wages for a labourer In ?~r district are 12s. weekly, 
at all times, except han'cst, ,,·hen they av~rage 15S. 1h.e fU~'mers know so well 
the superiority of a free labourer at 12 S. a week, ev.en III Winter, . over a paupe
rized labourer at lower ,rages, that they cheerfully give the full lure, and conse
quently we have no instances of making up wages out of the poor-rates. 

4 147. Supposing a parish under these given circumst~nces, ~hat ther~ are fifty 
families of five persons each who may be employed occas.lOnally 111 breakmg stones 
upon the roads, but ~or whose labo~r ~o real. demand eXists,. wo~ld l'oU not c?n
sider that 9uch a pansh '\'QuId be Justified, If ~he ~aw permItted It, 111 lllortgagmg 
their poor-rates for such a sum as would repay 111 el.ght or ten years the expense of 
the Emigration of those families, in order !o get rId of them ?-The ~ortgaging 
of the poor-rates raises a complicated questIOn, beca~se the rates are 111 the first 
instance an allowance mude by the landlord out of IllS rent, and so granted to the 
farmer as deduction from the rent. Some difficulties, I concieve, would arise in 
tempting the land occupiers to endure this burthen, unless it was divided into very 
minute purtions. I speak practically upon this subject, because in erecting our 
incorporated workhouse, the sums required for the purchase of land and for the build
ings ,,,ere raised by hands under the 22d Geo. 3, for which the parish rates were 
mortgaged, so that the loan should he repaid at the rate of o~e instalment in every 
year for twenty years; but under those circumstances some ot tile landlords thought 
it advisable to pay the whole, aud the others a considerable portion of it, un behalf 
of tbeir tenants. 

4148. If it be admitted that 251. a year is the expense necessary to be incurred 
somewhere or other from the parish, for the support of a poor man having no 
employment, and having a legal claim upon the parish, a question then arises, whether 
it would not be more for the interest of that parish, taken collectively, to pay 101. 

a year for eight years for the removal of that pauper and his family, the pauper 
being by law disqualified from ever resuming his claims upon the parish, rather than 
to continue to pay '251. per annum, subject to an indefinite increase of that pauper 
family and his descendants upon the old system ?-Reasoning abstractedly, it 
undoubtedly would; but practically we found in Nottinghamshire that the parishes, 
one and all, refused to contrihute in any proportion, though much more favourable 
~erm.' were tendered to them than those now stated. However, it is my duty to 
state, that no law exists empowering the parish to apportion this expenditure so as 
to become payable eitber by instalments or by annuities, as in the erection of prisons, 
lunatic asylums, and poor-houses. 

414~). If they understood their own interests, are you not of opinion that they 
would do it ?-l~ ndoubtedly they would, if the charge was duly apportioned between 
the landlord and the tenant, and to be repaid by instalments. 

4!50' You have already stated, that it falls upon the landlord's rent, in ot~er 
words, the average expense of the poor-rate must be deducted in the calculatIOn 
,,:hich the farmer makes bef?re h~ agrees to pay rent to his landlord; under those 
clrcUlI~stances, would not .thl~ savlllg operate ,,,ith positive advantage to the landlord, 
and WIthout the least prejudIce to the tenant?-The acrreement between landlord 
and tenant is f0rmed precisely upon the principle that i~ stated, but when a heavy 
pr.essur~ ~p?n th~ poor-rates, not.originaily contemplated by landlord or b~ tenant, 
anses, It IS Illva.nably.customary III our county to reduce the rent proportionally; 
generally speakll1g, ot late years, twenty-five per cent has been returned to the 
tenants In ~onse9ue~ce ?f the cha.rges for the poor and other circumstances. I have 
known parIshes III 1\ ottlllahalllshlre who refused to contribute towards the expense 
of r:migration, though th~ expense of maintaining the poor was actually more than 
the Illcome of the parish. 

4 151. Would not the suustitution of a charge of lOt. a year for ten ye~r5, instead 
of a probaull' permanent charge of 25 l., be a diminution rather than an Illcrease. of 
t?e pressure r-Undoub~edl'y it would; but though we raised a voluntary oubscnp
tlOn, and. tho~g? the prIncIpal landowners, and those in whom the people placed 
the most ImplICIt confidence, undertook that the colonists should be kindly super-

intended, 
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intended carefully located, and treated with the utmost tenderness, yet the parishes 
could not be tempted to come forward, though it was manifest that the measure 
would have highly advanced their interests. 

4 152 . Would it not have done so immediately ?-Immediately. 

4 153. Are you of opinion that when an excess of the supply of labour perma
nently exists, there can be any possible cure for the inconvenience sustained by the 
labourer, unless the number of labourers be reduced by Emigration ?-It is my 
decided opinion that the determination of the Lord Lieutenant and the subscribers 
in N ottinghamshire, tendering colonization, presented the best and in fact the only 
resource that can be devised when the supply of labour ill the market permanently 
and abundantly exceeds the demand. It is the best resource both for those who 
give and for those who receive relief; therefore I was highly gratified to find that 
Mr. Nolan, in his speech upon the Poor Laws in the House of Commons, brought his 
arcrument to the same issue in favour of colonization. Indeed, I conceive that the b _ 

public are deeply indebted to the Committee, and to those who have raised the 
question of colonization. nut tben in our case lcgal provisions were wanting, 
because neither were the poor compellable under any circumstances to accept 
colonization, neither was any Act of Parliament in existence which would have 
enabled the parochial contributors to mortgage the rates for the payment of the 
expenses incurred, or to prevent the return of the colonists to their parochial settle
ments. Some few of the N ottinghamshire people came back from the Cape of 
Good Hope, and may again become chargeable. 

4154. When you state that the condition upon which you have given your opinion 
is, that the supply of labour, as compared with the demand, should be permanently 
excessive, are you not of opinion that a very small excess of supply operates to de
teriorat(; to a very extensive degree the general condition of the labourer, by the effect 
which an excess of supply has in deteriorating the value of any article ?-"re have 
found it so invariably in Not tinghamshire, and I believe that our county has on such 
occasions come forward with voluntary subscription to an extent almost unprece
dented in other places. ". e have, in my recollection, independently of coloniza
tion, subscribed and raised very large sums for the maintenance of the poor, under 
those sudden suspensions of employment. Many thousand pounds have been dis
tributed in this manner; but although the public liberality is ever disposed to meet 
occasional contingencies, I do not imagine that it would or could be so exerted ill 
case of a permanent and excessive stagnation in the market of employment. 

4155. Supposing the wages of labour are reduced from 12 s. a wee,k, at which 
the labourer can live well, to 9s. a week, at which he can hardly live at all, this at 
2.') per cent, do you conceive that it is necessary to remove the same proportion 
of labourers out of the labouring population in order to restore the rate of wages to 
their proper standard ?-I do not conceive that when the wages undergo a ~dillli
nutio!l to any extent, suppose to one-fourth, that it becomes consequently necessary 
to take one-fourth of the human labour out of the market, because it is well known 
that an abatement of wages creates a competition for employment among the work
men, which depresses the price of labour more than its due proportion beneath 
the ordinary standard; indeed this has been one great source of complaint urtTed 
by the frame-work knitters of Nottingham. - '" 

4 156. Are you of opinion that labour does not differ in that respect from any 
~t~er commodity ,which may be i~ existence in the market, and that consequently 
If It falls to a prIce below what It ought to be at, the only cure for the evil is a 
diminution of the supply,?-On the, contrary I, think that manual labour, being the 
property of small capItalists, or, strIctly speakmg, of those who are not capitalists, 
it undergoes in such cases a greater proportionate reduction than other marketable 
articles; because the subsistence of the operatives depends upon their weekly 
wages, t,herefore if they are to eat they must work, and at such wages as they 
can obtam. 

Mr. Roswell Mount, called in; and Examined. 

Uev. 
J. T. Beec~er. 

~ 
'1'll\lay. 

1827. 

Mr. 4 157. YOU are a land-surveyor in Canada ?-I am. 
4158. Are you a native of Canada ?-I am. 
4 1 59. Have you ever been in this country 

RUlmell MQlltlt. 
before?-Never, till about a ~ 

month ago. 
550., 
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4160. In what district of Canada do you reside :-In the London district; I re
side in what is called the Talbot Settlement. 

4161. Will you furnish the Committee with any detai.ls respecting sales of land 
which have been made to settlers having little or no capital, upon the principle of 
progressive repayment by instalments ?-:-In the fall of 1825 I sO.ld 100 acres of 
land beincr the north half of lot j\o 3, m the 5th con. of Labo, III the London 
district to I:'peter l\I'Kelier a native of Stotland, for 251., on credit; since which 
time h~ has made a consid'erable improvement on his lot, and has paid me for the 
same all except 11. 5 s.; from my kn~wledge .of his circumstances! I have reason to 
believe that he had no means of m.akm& the Improvement or paym~ me, except by 
his labour. William Cook, a native ot Ir~land, ~ame to the. provl.nce about eight 
years ago "ithout any capital whatevel:; Immediately 011 his arrIval he located 
a lot of land under the Honourable Colonel Talbot, upon the north branch of 
Talbot Road in the township of Westminster, upon which he has cleared about 
sixty acres of land, and erected a snug framed dwellinghouse;. f~'o~ the produce of 
this farm he has been enabled to purchase and pay for one adJolllmg, at 3001. In 
1820 about forty Scc-tch settlers came in a body, and. loc~ted lands in .the town
ship of Lobo; they were all of the lower ord~r, and II'Ith little or no capItal; they 
have now, almost without exception, large Improvellle~lts, and yearly, since the 
second year of their arrival, have carried more or less gram to market; and I should 
suppose that the poorest amongst them woul~ be able to purchase and pay for 100 

acres of lal1<.l at the price wild lands are selllllg there. In 1819 about forty Irish 
settlers came to Canada under the direction of Richard Talbot, esquire, and located 
lands under the Honourable Thomas Talbot, in the township of London; they lIere 
extremely poor, but they are all in comfortable circumsJances now, and many of 
them are doing exceedingly well. From my knowledge of the country and the 
manner in which emigrants generally succeed there, I have no hesitation in expreso
ing my firm belief that any industrious man could pay for 100 acres of land 
with ease in five or seven years, from the produce of it, and support a small family 
comfortably in the meantime. 

4162. Do you fill the situation of deputy surveyor, in Upper Canada ?-I do. 

4163. You are therefore acquainted with the quality of land, and with the cir
cUlllstances of settlement in general ?--Yes; froll1 the situation which I hold in 
that respect, I have had an opportunity of being very well acquainted with the 
quality of land, and with the settlement generally. 

4164. Are YOIl of opinion that iu the case of pauper settlers, it would be prac
tically expedient to advance them, individually, assistance in the nature of a loan, for 
which they are to give personal security, as well as the security of the land, for 
paying back interest upon such loan, having the option at their own pleasure to re
pay back the principal ?-With regard to the effect it would have in this country, 
I cannot give any opinion; I can only say I have seen a number who have emi
grated from England and Ireland and Scotland, and who llave located land under 
Government in the settlement where I live, that they have crenerally succeeded well, 
and the second or third year they have found themselv~s comfortably situated, 
they have had the necessaries of life in abundance, and many of them carry grain 
to market. 

4165. Do you not think that a settler receivinIT a certain rate of assistance would 
be benefited e~tremely by receivin~ su~h assist~ce, although he should be c~led 
upon to pay mterest at the termmatlOn of a certain period for the money:
There is no doubt of that. 

4166. Do you think that in point of fact, he would be more benefited by receiving 
such assistance and m.aking.hims~lf liable for the repayment of the money a~vancedl 
than he would by b~mg l~t~ to hIS o~vn resources without making himself liable for 
any such repayment r- I t1nnk there IS no doubt that his situation would be benefited 
by receiving assistance upon those terms. 

4 167. Then, practically speaking, if assistance were to be given to him to th~ 
extent of 60 I., do you thmk that he would be able and willing at the end. 01 

seven years to pay the. sum of 4l. per annum for such loan, that is, the 601. ~n
creased by cOlul'0und mterest to the sum of 80 I., having the power of redeemm~ 
that 4/. 'per. annum at .an~ time by the payment of the 80/., or by effecting such 
redemptIOn Il1 progressIve Il1stalment:; ?-I think that in seven years a person would 
be able to pay the sum without any doubt. 

4168. Do 
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4 168. Do you think that he would be unwilling to do so when it was explained Mr. , 
to him that it was not for rent for his land, but for capital advanced to him to layout ROlwell.JlIolltil. 

upon his land ?-I should think not. '----..--' 
4 169. Do you think there would be the slightest difficulty in inducing him to pay 22

1
:!;;, 

it ?-I think not. 
4 1 70 • Do you think there would be any practical ?ifficulty in obtaining that in

terest from the settler ?-I think what property he mIght possess, if he improved 
it during that period, would certainly be worth a great deal more than the sum ad
vanced to them. 

Jovis, 24° die Maii, 1827. 

THE RIGHT HO~OURABLE R. J. WILMOT HORTON, 
\ 

IN THE CHAIR. 

John Markham .AlarJ/wll, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

417 I. WHERE do you reside ?-In the county of Kerry. J.1r!.1tlarslzall, 

4172. You have been resident on your property there for some years?-~ 
I have. 

4173. Have you any particular means of ascertaining the state of the population 
with regard to the demand for labour ?-I have observed that the population very 
far exceeds any demand for its labour. 

4174. Is considerable distress the consequence ?-It is. I carried on extensive 
works last year, and as soon as it was understood that the works had commenced, 
hundreds flocked in to obtain occupation; many of them had not tasted food for 
two days previously, as they a~sured me, and when at work my steward informed 
me that the generality of them were so weak, in consequence of the state of starva
tion which seemed to prevail among them, that I should be necessitated to feed 
them, which I did for six weeks, before they could execute men's work. 

41 is. What was the nature of the works you carried on ?-Banking in land 
from the sea. 

4176. Such works as employed a great number of persons?-Yes, upwards of 
200 at a time. 

4177. Was that continued for a great length of time ?-I employed at one work 
1/,000 days labour of a man. 

4 J 78. Did you find, after the period during which you say it was necessary to 
nourish them before they came to labour, that when they came to their strength 
they were very good labourers ?-Very good. 

4179. Were those persons chiefly having families ?-Generally so. 
4 1 80. So that there must. be a great number of persons beyond those you em

ployed dependent upon theIr work for support?-Undoubtedly. Applications for 
lab?ur continued throughout the entire of the summer, during which I gave occu
patIOn to those men; they were much more numerous than I could give employ
ment to . 

. 4181 . Did the demand for labour come from any great extent beyond your own 
dlstrict?-Within a distance of ten miles applicants came in. 

4 182. Dirllabourers come from ten miles, and go back ?-No, they went back 
at the end of the week; they generally obtained temporary residences in the neigh
bourhood; they stuck up a kind of shealing for themselves during the week, the 
weather was so fine as to admit that. 

41 S3. Do you suppose that the generality of those labourers who offered them
selves t? you were resident permanently on small lots of ground ~-Yes, I have 
every reason to suppose so. 

4 184. They were resident on the estates of individuals ?--Yes . 
. 4 185. Was your own property very much over-peopled ?-Very much; I got 

nd of Upwards of 1,100, and have still sufficient. 
550. 3 E 4 4186. Wheu 
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4186. "'·hen you srate that you got rid of upwards .of 1,100, c,an you inform the 
Committee of the proportions of men, women, and children ?-I\o, I cannot; but 
I include women and children. 

4 18 i. Describe the circumsta~ces. under "hich you got rid of th?se indi\id~als?_ 
The property that I allude to IS sltuat~d on the sea coast; It was, dUrIng my 
minority, in the management of very .remlss a~ents, wh.o ~hre\V no obstacles in the 
way of as many settlers as chose to trequent It, estabhshll1g themselv~s upon the 
gruund; numbers, therefore, il~ conse9u~nce of a salmon fishery. which is in its 
immediate neighbourhood, and Its proximity to the sea, resorted thither; they were 
,,·ell aware that when I came of age they would. be expelled; consequently, when 
I noticed them to quit, they threw no obsta.cles m the way, but left the ground 
without opposition. l\Iany o~ them acquired settl.ements on th~ es~ates of the 
adjuining proprietors, but, havlllg n~ m~ans of earmng an h?nest lIvelihood, they 
have been necessitated to resort to thlevlllg and vagabond habits for support. 

4188. There were in point of fact no leases, but they were, strictly speaking, 
surreptitious tenantry?-Yes, they were so. 

418y. lIad you occasion to resort to any measures of actual expulsion to remove 
thelll frum your estate ;-None \"hatever. 

4190. Have you means of informing the Committee how and in what manner 
they dispersed theUlselves ?-Some of them became he~gars, ~t~le.rs, and a great 
proportion of them, obtained settlements on the estates ot the adJOllllng proprietors, 
which tbey did "ith greater facility from the knowledge that I contemplated carry
ing on very extensive works, and consequently they could earn the price of their 
houses in those works of mine; but I know that when the middle-man's leases on 
the c,tates of those proprietors expire, it is the intention of the proprietors not only 
to get rid of those persons in the way ?f whose location they threw every obstacle, 
but also of other tenantry whom the mIddle-men have brought upon their estates. 

4191. In point of fact, when you allude to 17,000 days labour, were any of those 
lauourers who executed that number of days work the very labourers ejected from 
your property :-:\105t of them; I gave the preference to them. 

4192. Was the labour executed by contract?-No, they were paid so much 
a day. 

4193. What ,,,ere the wages you gave ?-Eight-pence a day. 
4194. Do you consider that your property has been actually improved in value 

since the ejection of those parties, as demonstrated by the amount of your rental?
Not by the amount of my rental; my property has intrinsically, but not nominally 
increased. 

4195. Have the goodness to explain to the Committee the distinction ?-The 
sums offered by the paupers whom I ejected, for tbeir holdings, were infinitely 
greater than I could obtain for those holJings, if thrown into one, and let to a solvent 
tenant who proposed paying the rent he assumed, but the great rent offered for 
these small holdings was never paid, they had neither the nJeans nor the intention 
of paying it. 

4196. You adverted, in making the comparison, to the promise of the tenant, 
rather than any expectation of tbe performance ?-U ndoubtedly. 

4197. If you were called upon to make a comparison as far as you could between 
the relit yuu now receive and the rent which on a fair average you might have 
expected to receive or did receive in precedinrr years which in your opinion, would 
exceed the other?-F ndoubtedly the rent th~t I ha've received since the expulsion 
of .the paupers has been mllch greater than any I actually received during their 
reSidence . 

. 4198. ,Yith respect to the rent '"hich you received from those paupers whom you 
ejected, did not the payment of it mainly depend upon the accidental wages cf 
labou.r that those men wer~ enabled to get in the current year, rather than f~om ~he 
land Itself?-What they did pay was paid out of tbe produce of the land; 111 pomt 
of fact, there was no demalld fur their labour till I came to reside amongst them. 

4 199. Did they consume the whole produce of the ground they cultivated among 
them ?-::-\ot the whole produce; I can state the prop:>rtion that the numbers 00 

one estate I have bore to the size of the estate; tile number resident amounted to 
two souls to every arable acre. 

4200. Do. you consider. that the excess of population on your estate was a bar ~ 
any effectual Improvement 111 the system offarmin!1 and management ?-U ndoubtedly, 

o ~e 
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the first measure that I was advised to effect, and the first measure that I perceive 
is universally adopted on the estate of every improver, is that of getting rid of its 
superabundant population; no plantations, no ditches, no walls, no improvements 
of any description can possibly be carried on, as 1 found by experience, while that 
population is permitted to continue On the property. 

4201. Did you attempt those improvements in the first instance with the popu
lation on the ground ?-I did; previous to their removal I had attempted improve
ments, such as planting, ditching and fencing; the planting I had to renew three 
times, the ditches were broken down, and in fact all the works I carried on were 
rendered unavailing, and required repetition. . 

42{)2. Is it not the habit of the population, under such circumstances, to throw 
the ground they occupy into a sort of commonage that is quite inconsistent with 
any permanent improvement?-Yes, it is. 

4203. Had you, subsequently to their removal, eftectually conducted any system 
of improvement of that ground ?-I have; it is in progress. 

4204. You have been building houses for your tenantry ?-Yes, I have. 
4205. kad enlarging the tenures ?--Yes, very considerably. 
4206. Can you inform the Committee of the ratio between the amount of land 

to each family prior to your removing those tenants, and subsequently?-Prior to 
their removal, the proportion the land bore to the population resident upon it, wac; 
half an acre to every soul, or two and a half acres to every family, estimating each 
at five souls; since their expulsion, I have let the land in the proportion of fifteen 
acres to every family of five persons, or three acres to every soul. 

4207. Do you find the condition of the remaining tenantry, to whom you have 
now allotted the ground, materially improved, compared with that of their prede
cesssors ?-They are distinct tenantry; they are tenantry who have come from other 
estates on to mine. 

4208. Your present tenantry were not a selection made from the general mass 
of the population upon your property, but persons more or less competent to carry 
on farming operations with advantage?-For the most part; I was prejudiced 
against those who had resided there before, from the habits they had acquired. 

4209. Do you think that is a growing opinion in Ireland, that this excess of 
population is in the highest degrce prejudicial to the individual interests of pro
prietors ?-Undoubtedly I do, it is an opinion almost universal. 

4210. Are you of opinion that any measures can be devised for the absorption of 
this population which it may be desirable for individuals to remove from their pro
per~y, so. satis~actory as ~ judicious syst.em of Emigration ?-:-None so satisfactory in 
c?nJunctlOn With that Wish, now so. ulllversal among. the In~h landlord.s, of getting 
rId of the superabundant populatIOn, and of keepmg their estates free from it 
~ wish which the late Act against sub-letting will enable them more fully to carry 
an to effect. 

4:l11. Are you of opinion that there is any chance of applying this excess of 
population beneficially in the improvement of the waste lands, as contrasted with 
that of removing them to the fertile lands of one of our colonies ?-I think not. 

4212. Can you contemplate any adequate employment for them at home?
Certainly not adequate. 

421 3. Are you of opinion that in consequence of this growing conviction, that the 
p~pulation which exists upon the property is prejudicial to the interests of the pro
prl~t?rs, and that. no means exist of ab~orbing this population at home, any dis
positIOn would eXist on the part of proprietors to contribute towards the removal of 
th.is. surplus population ?-I t~ink there would; for my own part I should be 
wilhng to contnbute; and I thmk others, on the same principle, would be willing to 
do the same. 

4 21 4. Taking the population in the proportion of a man a woman and three chil
dren to each family, do you think they would be prepared to advance money for 
the purpose of Emigration, at the rate of 4/. per head ?- I think they would. 

421~. If instead of advancing 4/. per head, they had the power under an Act 
~fParhament of charging their property with an annuity of 3S. 6d. per annum for 
Sixty years, upon which 4/. might be raised, do you think they would be disposed 
to p~efer that mode, or to advance the sum necessary at once r-I think they would 
bedlsposed to prefer advancing the money at once; I can only answer for myself. 
I ~~ver heard the question started in Ireland, therefore I cannot answer for the 
0pllllOn of others. 

4216. Arc you not of opinion that if this system of removing pauper tenants 
550. 3 F from 
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from the lands, by money adv~nced for !heir Emigration .in ~~ch proporti~ns, were 
generally brought into ope~atlOn, the. mducement for mdlv~dual proprietors to 
pursue such a system would II1crease as It became more g~neral. -Yes. 

4 21 7. Is there a disposition on t~e ~art ~f the poor 10 the .c~u~ty of Kerry to 
take advantage of any resources for EmIgratIOn ?-y ery s:ron~, It ~s what most of 
the poor would prefer, had they the power of car~ymg theIr wIshes IOto execution; 
but it is conceived to be an object beyond the attamme~t o.f the lowest class; those 
who have hitherto emigrated have been of a better deSCrIptIon, who could coolmaud 
capital and stock. .. . 

4 218• I t is an object above the reach, but wlthm the wIshes, of the lower orders? 
-Yes. . 

4 21 9. Do you not conceive !hat to arise from the very satlsf~ct~ry account 
received from those who have elm grated ?-In some measure, but prmclpally from 
the extreme wretchedness of the people, and the conviction that any change must be 
for the better. 

4 2 20. The people in general have a favourable idea of the state of those who 
have emigrated?-Yes, they have, as far as the matter has fallen within my 
observation. 

4221. Do you not conceive that it is the well understood interest of everv pro
prietor, whose estate is over peopled, in a pecuniary point of view, to get rid of that 
surplus population, and let his ground in another manner tban has been usual in 
the south of Ireland ?-I think, ultimately, it undoubtedly is, though many resident 
proprietors are desirous of having a con5iderable population on their estates, in con
sequence of the cheapness of labour, and the competition and consequent high 
rfnt offered for land, a rent which though never paid, if money be required, is 
generally discharged by means of labour. 

4222. Does not your answer imply that the proprietors have an object for the 
labour of those persons?-Undoubtedly; but works of all kinds may be undertaken, 
such as agricultural works. 

4223. With regard to your answer, are you of opinion that in ordinary cases, 
where the purpoRes of labour are no other than the average purposes of agricultural 
cultivation, the cheapness of labour would operate as a pecuniary inducement to 
parties to continue this tenantry upon their estates ?- I think it might, but it ought 
not to be an inducement equivalent to the llIany evils which the continuance of that 
tenantry upon their estates would create. 

4224. With respect to the intrinsic value of two properties ten years hence, on 
one ()f which this extra tenantry ,,'ere allowed to remain, and from the other of 
which they had been removed and an improved system of agriculture introduced, 
~'hat would you expect to be the result with respect to the value of those proper
tIt'S, supposed to be equal at the commencement ?-I am confident that that pro
perly which had been freed from its superabundant population would be infinitely 
the JIlost productive. 

4:2?5· Supposing, from the abstraction of population, wages were to rise, and the 
conditIOn of the peasantry to be improved, and their habits to be improved, do you 
not consider that more work would be done by men under the due state of wages 
than can be expected under the present wages ?-N' 0, I do not think there could. 
. 422b. Are yo~ not of opinion that improved processes of husbandry, improved 
11I!plelll,ents, and It1 fact general improvements in agriculture, would have the effect 
01 makmg less manual labour necessary than is the case at present ?-Undoubtedly. 

4 22 7. Therefore, agricultural. cap!tal, as it is called, generally introduced into 
!n'lund, however advantageous It mIght be to the interests of the landlord, would 
h~\'e a necessary !endency to throw furtl~er out of employment those labou~ers who 
~I e n(;\\ only partlalJl employed ?-An Improved system of husbandry, as It would 
10 a gr~at measure ?Ispense with manual labour, would certainly have that effect. 
. 42n. You conSIder, therefore, that circumstance as an additional reason why 
It would be,desirable to remove this excess of labour by Emigration?-Yes. . 

,. 4229. "ere y?u enabled to.I:emove those numbers of people from your holdIngs 
'Htl1flut fear of dIsturbance anslt1g ?-Yes, I was . 

• r 4:230. There was no resistance, nor any insecurity of life or property?-Not of 
IlTc, but there was of property. ' 

.+23 1• Do you think there would be an inducement to landlords to get rid of 
tlmr tenantry by some pecuniary sacrifice 7- I think there would. 

J.~3?· In the case of your pauper tenantry removed from your property, do you 
not ttJmk th t th . . k ' a elr passive endurance of removal was to be attributed to the now-

ledge 
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ledge they had, that the works that were g?ing on would afford them employment 
for their labour ?-No, I cannot say that, It wa~ numbers who left the country, 
some intendin<1 to go to England, and others to beg, departed with as little oppo
sition l!-S those °who proposed remaining in the neighbourhood. 

4233. Do you think that that experiment could have been made with equal slifety 
in any other district of the south of Ireland ?-I think not, in either Tipperary or 
Cork or Limerick. 

4 234. Your observation therefore, as to the facility of carrying this sort of re
moval into practice, relates more to your own county than it would do as a general 
observation in respect of the south of Ireland?-Yes. 

4 2 35. Suppose one landlord finds considerable benefit from the removal of his 
surplus tenantry by Emigration and the improvement of his estate, would not that 
be an inducement to other landlords to follow his example ?-It would undoubtedly 
be an inducement to other landlords to follow his example in clearing their estates; 
but I doubt whether the desire to make pecuniary sacrifices to enable their ejected 
tenantry to emigrate, would go on progressively increasing. 

4236. ". ould there be a greater difficulty in absorbing the number of people thrown 
out of employment, if many landlords acted upon that principle at once, without the 
aid of Emigration ?-Undotrbtedly. 

423i. That would be a great inducement to make some pecuniary sacrifice for the 
purpose ?-Yes. 

4238. Are you 110t of opillion that if the principle of removing the surplus popu
lation who are without resource from estates, by some mode like that of Emigration, 
is not soon adopted, the time will come at no distant period at which the present 
statc of things must stop, from the danger which would practically attend it ?-I am 
sure it will. 

4239. Do not you conceive that the people themselves have an impression that 
their numbers are so great that the country cannot afford them any adequate em
ployment ;-Certainly; all that I have conversed with, confessed that. 

42,+0. Are you 110t decidedly of opinion that if landlords proceed to improve 
their property by the natural measure of dispossessing surreptitious tenantry, the 
effect will be to produce a very extensive emigration of Irish labourers into England? 
-V nquestiunably. 

4241. Are you not of opinion that such emigration cannot and will not be 
avoided, ulJie~s strong laws were to be r.' ,,-cd preventing actually their landin" in 
the country ;-I am confident of it; and those laws it would be difficult to c~rry 
into effect. 

4242. Do you not conceive that in order to give effect to the same system of irr.
provement uJ.:on which you have acted, in other districts of Ireland equally over
peopled, it would be absolutely indispensable that some system of Emigration should 
go hand in hand with that improvement?-Undoubtedly. 

42/H. Do you consider that a growing disposition prevails in landlords in Ireland 
to get rid of the pauper tenantry ?-Yes, the expulsion of the superabulldant popu
lation is now generally considered the primary step preparatory to all other improve
ments, for, without such a measure, improvements would be rendered nugatory. 

4244. Do you not think that unless Emigration aftords relief, the inevitable con
sequence of that dispossession will be to drive immense multitudes of that pauper 
tenantry into England ?-Certainly. 

4245. Are you not of opinion that if Emigration upon sound and satisfactory 
principles were to be aftorded to those parties, they would be induced to take ad
vantage of such Emigration, rather than to come into England on the experiment 
of obtaining labour ?-I am sure of it; coming to England is looked upon by 
them as one of the last experiments to be tried, whereas emigration is considered 
one too good for the lower orders to expect. 

4246. Are you of opinion that the evils of that superabundant population in Ire
land are so intense and so likely to increase rather than to diminish, that if the excess 
of that population can be removed at present and an effectual check introduced for 
the future, it might be expedient for Ireland to pay the interest of any money that 
might be necessary for the purposes of making this clearance, taking upon herself 
a counter security from the emigrants who would be removed to th~ colonies ?-I 
am confident it would be expedient in Ireland to pay the interest Ol any sum ex
pended in removing its superabundant population, rather than suffer the evils arising 
fro~ their further continuance in the country; but I think the advantages of Emi
gratIOn ~o great to the empire at large, that th~ expense of such removal should be 
borne in common, and not imposed 50lely upon Ireland. 

550. 3 F :2 

J. M. Ma"IIQ/, 
Esq. 

'-.-~~ 
24 l\1ay. 

11l~7· 



412 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

Peter Robinson, Esq. again called in; and further Examined. 

Pe/a R,A""S0/, 4 24i. HAVE you any Plan of a Settlement to lay before the Committee?_ 

Esq. I have, and can give to the Committee a. plan of the usual mode of surveying 

~ lands in Upper Canada. The townships are generally 12 miles square, and divided 

2\82;:" into lots of 200 acres each; the principal divisions are the concession lines running 

about a mile and quarter asunder, on which there is an allowance for r~ads . in

tersecting those concession lines there are also roads laid out one mile asunder' and 

in some instances one mile and a half apart. ' 

(17ze Witness deli'Oered in the Plan.~] 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEJlORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

4248. Each emigrant is ~alled up~:m to keep in order the ro~d tha~ immediately 
surrounds his lot ?-Accordmg to this mode of su.rvey, c.ach e~lgrant !s placed on a 
main road, which he is obliged to clear of the timber In front of his lot, and to 
assist in keeping it in repair afterwards. 

4 249. What is the proportion of land !o the lower c}ass of emigrants which the 
Council of Upper Canada have thought It most expedle~t to allot to them?-The 
lowest proportion which has been granted to voluntary emlgr~nts has been 50 acres; 
at the present time they grant 100 acres or more, accordmg to their means of 
cultivation. 

4 2 50. Supposing that Emigration ~\'ere to be carried into effect on an extended 
scale, and coupled .with the e~pecta~lOn of rep~yment for such advanc~ as might 
be made to the emwrant for Ius subSistence and Implements, &c., what IS the size 
of the grant which you think would be amply sul?cient for each .er.nigrant family of 
five persons ?-If it was an absolute pauper family, I am of opmlOn that 50 acres 
of aood land would enable him to repay the money advanced him for his sub~ist. 
enc~, &c. at the end of seven years, or any given time, as certainly as if he was 
located on 100 acres or more, as the average number of acres he would be found 
to have cleared at the end of seven years would not amount, generally, to more 
than twenty. 

42,'j I, You have heard it stated to-day in evidence by an Irish gentleman, that 
the population on his property "as at the rate of two persons per arable acre j in 
the IllOSt thickly peopled parts of Canada what is the highest rate of population 
per arable acre ?-It is computed there are 200,000 persons in Upper Canada, and 
they occupy about 10,000,000 acres of land, which is in the proportion of 50 to each. 

425:l. Calculating, therefore, 30 acres out of the 50 as arable, that proportion 
of five must increase to 60, to bring, it upon a par with the state of Ireland as it 
has been described ?-The proportion of five must increase to 60, to equal the 
population of Ireland. 

42.')3. Are you not of opinion tbat in cases where the land is good, the lots 
being restricted to ;')0 acres, and the contiguity of one lot to another, and the dimi
nution of the necessity of making a road in front, would be an essential benefit to 
the emigrant at the early period of his location ;-The great advantage of being 
placed near each other, and in double the proportion, would be, that tbe roads would 
much sooner be made passable; and it would also be the means of drawing merchants 
and mechanics earlier into the settlement, who would find a better market, in con
sequence of the more dense population; besides, the facilities they would have in 
transporting the produce of the settlers, \\'hich would be taken in exchange for mer
chandize, &c. to market, would also be an inducement. 

4:l.'l4', You are of opinion, theretore, that not only the interest of the ~migrants, 
but the Interest of the colony, would be secured by forming settlements \\'lth lots of 
fifty acres, rather than in lartTer portions ?-I would wish not to be understood that 
the interest of ~he colony wguld be advanced by forming settlements of fifty acres, 
where the emigrant settler had capital, as in that case it would be better. they 
should have two or three hundred acres; but where the population is to consist of 
paupe~'s onl;:, and the produce must arise from their personal labour, fifty acres ~ 
a family of five persons will be found suffici~lIt. At least one tenth of the land III 

anyone district, in Ul,'per Canada will be found unfit to place a settler up?n, !a 
consequence of Its bemg swampy or stony; if swampy, this will be remedied In 

a few years by the clearances made by the settlers, and at the end of seven y~ars 
become as valu~ble as some of the land occupied, so that those who are in? l1strIol!' 
and ha.ve acqUired the means, would have an opportunity of extendlllg thetr 
possessIOns. 

~:::!.'i5, In the case of a pauper emiarant who is expected to receive the assistance 
w."lch has been matter of evidence before the Committee as necessary to ~nable 
him ~o secure his oll'n independence, the Committee are to understan~ t?at In the 
location of ~uch pauper emigrants, having no capital of their own, their I~terest as 
well as the. Inter.est of the public would be more consulted by limiting their l?ts to 
fifty acres ,-It IS. my opinion that it would be much better for the pauper emigrant 
to be placed on fitty acres than on more that he' would ieel his situation better for 
many d I' , 't as years,. an wou d be enabled to repay the amount advanced to him qUI e 
certamly as If he had been located on more land. 
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4256. Are you enabled to furnish the Committee with the actual state of the 
Settlement of the emigrants removed from the south of Ireland in the year 1825 ?
I beg to give in a Return of the statement of that Settlement on the !;14th of 
November 1826, containing a return in detail of improvements made by those settlers 
who were located under my superintendence in the districts of Newcastle and 
Bathurst. 

[The same was deli'Dered in, and read; and is as follows "l 

A RETURN 

Pc/er Robill$oJl, 
Esq; 
~ 

~ .. May, 
18s7· 



A RETURN in detail, of IMPROVUfE:-lTS made by the IRISH EMIGRANT SETTLERS, located in the Districts of Newcastle and Bathurst, 
under my Supcrintemknce, up to the 24th Novelllber 18:.!6. 

NAMES. 

Actual state of the Settlement on the 24th November 1826. 

RETURN of IMPROVEMENTS made by IRISH EMlORANT SETTLERS located in the Township of DOURO, under the Superintendence 
of Mr. Peter Robillson, in 1826. 

Since arrival Furmer N° Produce raised Bushels Maple I Purchased 
Lot: at PreEcott: 

Trade of this Yea,': Wheat Sugar by themselves: Con- N· Now 

Am. I I sown made of 

Births. I Deaths. 

ot 
cession. Sick. 

cleared. Putatoes Turuips. I~~li.~I.l this in Hlf. I N° Fatuil.",. Occllp;'Ition. 1 Oxel1. 1 Co"s. 1 1I0"s. 
RI01!eIs. RlIshcl~. Bushtl~. Fall. Spring. 

REMARKS. 

-------1--1--1--1--1--1--1--1----1--1--1--1--1--1--1--1--1--1-------

Molony, Thomas - E. 10 t:umer - Living with his father. 
l\Iolonv. John W. 10 10 do 7 250 50 40 3t 10 llall the aguedllrill~ thl' 'iummer. 
Cnlldo'll, I\Jichncl - E. 10 2 8 dO 5 200 50 50 1 Ague during the summer. 
'I'"bil1, John - W. 10 6 do 4 l:jO ~)o 38 2 60 Ague during the summer. 
l;heehan, 'I'illlothy W. 3 3 d" Living with his father. 
Case)', l\Iichad W. 7 9 dO Living on his late father's 

EI togot!, l\Iichncl - E. 9 5 shoemaker 
lot. 

3 50 38 Working at his trade in 

Keane, Michael W. 9 7 barber - 4 
Peterborough. 

200 100 35 25 All this family ague in the 
SUlillUer, cxc~pt two children. 

Tobin, Thomas E. 10 farmer - 5 ISO 50 45 2 60 
Crowly, Charles W. 10 G d' 4 150 50 45 2 Family had the ague in 

summer. 
Sheehan, .Tohn E. z 4 9 d' 10 300 300 60 6 50 2 
~hl'chan, Cornelius E. 1 4 do 

Living with his father. 
Clanl'Y, l\Ialiricc E. 5 1 blnchmith 

Working at his trade. Byrnl's, George W. 5 3 f .. nmer _ 
4~ 135 50 30 1 ! Casey, James E. 7 d' 8 ~oo zoo 60 6 30 Dead; -his Jot occupied 

l\lcac\c, ltichartl W. 

.~ \ 
!j d· 3 150 50 

Ly Mich' Casey. 
butcher 30 Torpy I ThOl~\aS E. 
fanuer ... Living with his f.1ther. 'l'orpy, \Yii1uun W. 10 \0 10 400 300 75 40 

Turpy, 1\lich.\~l .- K 11 d· 
Li"ing with his father. ~hl'l'hall. D'HlIL"i, Jun. W. 1 " 

() schoolmaster 4 200 1uo 38 ~ f 55 
lhi~u) l\lidmd E. 3 5 (j farmer 5 200 50 1 ! 

Self and wife :sick during 
O"n .. icn. l)(:ni.~ \V. 4 cooper - 31 'so 50 30 the ISUnllnl'r. ~ 

th~:J~~~:ll:~;:jfc sjck during 
!IJIIIo 
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'" Brien, Maurice E. 4- 7 farmer • 5 150 50 1 Ague during the summer. 

'" Williams, William W. 4 !: dO 5 100 4-
P Quinn, John E. 9 5 do 5 150 100 38 Ague during the summer. 

Barry, John - W. 9 5 butcher 7 
At Peterhorough. 

Flynn, James E. 10 5 farmer Worked at the Weiland 
Canal during the summer. 

M'Carthy, James - W. 10 4- 3 do 5 250 200 60 1 .! 5 0 4 
Sick during the summer. Walsh, John E. 12 6 do 2 Z Cranly, John W. 12 4 do 4 100 150 30 50 2 Ague during the summer. 

Sheehan, Daniel - E. 6 8 do 9 266 25 75 4t 15 Ague during the summer. tr:I 
Fleming, John W. 6 7 dO Living with his son-in- ~ 

law Edmond Allan. -Sweeny, Timothy - E. 2 6 4 2 do 2.! 150 100 30 1 1. Self and child ague Q 
> > during the summer. ~ 

Sullivan, Michael, jun. - W. 2 12 dO 150 45 3 40 5 Ague during the summer. :> 
9 250 0-3 

Mahony, Michael - E. 4 dO Living with his brother. -Mahony, William - W. 4 5 carpenter 7t 150 200 75 3 7 Ague during tl,e summer. 0 
Williams, Michael E. 5 farmer Living with his brother. Z 
Leahy, Michael, jun. E. 8 do Ague in summer; five 

>"%j 
acres chopped. ~ 

JI.:f<Carthy, Denis - W. 8 8 d' 8 500 75 0 
Cotter, James 8 10 9 do 8 500 200 60 ~ 100 Ague during the summer. s::: 
Cotter, Edmond W. 10 6 dO Living with his father. 

0-3 Cotter, Maurice do 
DO _ _ dO 

::t: Cotter, Patrick do DO - - do 
tr:I 

Allan, Edmond E. 3 7 do 9 150 200 3t Ague during the summer. 

Allan, John - W. 3 dO Living with his father. c: 
Z 

Leahy, Patrick, sen. E. 6 3 do 150 45 -7 ~ (.» Leahy, Timothy - W. 6 dO Living with his father. M 
Q Leahy, ~atrick, jun. E. 7 do 2 2 

DO _ _ dO 
tI 

Leahy, John - W. 7 dO DO - - dO 
Leahy, William E. 9 dO DO - - dO ~ -Adams, Samuel W. 9 dO A lad of 19, employed Z 

by the department in Q 
Peterborough. tI 

, dO _ Leahy, Michael, sen. E. 10 11 - . 12 600 700 120 3 100 3 3 2 All this family ague 0 
during the summer. s::: 

Howard, Patrick - W. 10 7 labourer Employed by the de-
partment at Peterborough. ... 

Brien, Morgan E. 6 5 dO Living with brother-in- eo 
law. tv 

"-J 
Londergan, Michael W. 1 8 2 farmer - 4t 200 100 60 J\gue during the summer. 
Hogan, William W. 2 5 do 7 150 200 60 3 150 D° . - do 
Armstrong, John - . wbole of 10 9 dO 18 200 45 9 4 2 3 
Conry, David E. 1 9 5 dO 7 150 100 60 3 100 Ague during the summer. 
Sullivan, Michael, sen •• E. 9 8 dO 5 150 45 1 12 DO • _ du 

~ Moliny, Daniel W. 9 7 do 10 400 200 30 4 "-J 



Lot: 
Con-

NAMES. 
N' 

Since arrival 
at Prescott: Now 

D 0 U R O-cDlltinlUtl. 

Former 

Trade 

N' 
of 

Produce raised 
this Year: 

Bu,bel, I Mople 

\Vlteat Sugur 

Purchased 
by themselves: 

REMARK~. 
ces)ion. or ! Sick. or I Acre, Potatoes I'u nI ~ I IndIan S;~\~' I m~:e 

Hlf. 1'\0 Family. Births. I Death" Occupation. cleared r p. Corn. I I Oxen. \ CO""!. I Hogs. 
Bllsheb. BUSJle!$. Bushels. Fall. Spring. 

-------1----.----------------------------------1-----

E. ~ 10 7 - I ~ - shoemaker - 7 650 200 9 0 3 f 220 - I 1 \ -Couch", Henry 
\Valsl., Hobin 

'fOTAL - -

Shine, Daniel - -
Shine, l\Iichael - -
Sullivan, John - -
Burgess, Daniel - -
Burgc:,s, 'Villiam - -
Connell, Daniel - -
Bolster, John - -
M'Donell, William -
Gardiner, Henry - -
Deane, Cornelius - -
Andrews, Richard -
I'itzgerald, Thomas -
Fit7.~crnhl, Edward -
Call1.lghun, Eugene -
Daly,Ow,'n . - . 
l)a\y, AlHlrcw - -
l1n,lnn. Ih'lli~ - -
111l1U\11t l ;\.'or~c - -
l '\'owl\". Cor\\diu~ - -
l\l'l'u~'l"Yt Jeremiuh. -

--- --------- ---________ . _____________ --- T. A. Stewart, In tillS 
W. 2 9 I - - farmer - - _ _ _ - _ - - 6 I Farming in sha~es w!th 

254 12 I !/6 245 f 8,25 1 4,175 1,777 80 t 1,159 11 I 18 22 Township. 

RETURN of hlPIlOVEMENTS made by IRISH EMIGRANT SETTLERS located in the Township of SMITH, under the Superintendence 
of Mr. Peter Robinson, in 1826. 

E. 3 3 9 - - - farmer - - 6 200 100 3 0 3f 100 - I 1 Ague during t1-
W. 3 - - - - - do - - - - - - - - - - - Living with h 
W. 10 - 6 - - - d' - - 7 400 100 45 6! - 2 ~ 5 • E. I 4 10 - - - cooper - - 7 400 200 45 1 - - - - Have sufl'el 

from sickness 
summer. 

- - - - - - - do - - - - - - - - - - - Living with f: 
S. 4 4 7 - - - farmer - - - - - - - - - - - Working at} 
S. 8 - 8 - - - carpenter - 7 400 200 60 3 I.'io - - -
N. 21 - 8 1 I - sl10emaker - 6 300 200 - 4 - - 2 2 Ague during tI 

Broken 23 - 6 - I - carpenter - 5 100 - - - - - - - Working at 
Lot. Mill at l'eterb, 
N. 7 5 1 - - - farmer - - - - - - - - - - - Employed I 

N. 8 6 I shoemaker -
partment. 

- - I - - - - - - - - - - Working at' 

E. 6 10 - - - farmer _ - 14 600 6 
Peterborough. 

21 200 go lOa 1I 1 2 Ague during tI 
W. 21 - - - - - dO - - - - - - - Living with h d' - - - -
W. 23 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Has been wo 

H. Gardiner; , 

E. 20 7 9 - - - do - - 8 300 200 15 5 
ping on his OWl 

d' '50 - - ,. Ague during tb 
W. 20 - - - - - - - - - - - - -d' - - - Lh'ing with hi s. 24 ,,. 6 - , - - - !) 300 '00 30 , l - ,. 

d' - " Ague during I" N. 04 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -6 1 d' 41 , f - Livin~ with hi s. ~5 - - - - - 200 50 30 14 
6 - - ,. Ague uring thl N. 25 - - - - d' - - ,. 200 50 '5 1 f - - -
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Walsh, John -
Daly, John -
Daly, Henry 
Young, Francis 
Young, John 
M'Carthy, Thomas 
M'Carthy, Denis -
Young, Samud 

Young. William 
Bourke, Denis 

Lane, John -
Lane, Cotterel 
Bourke, Patrick 
Thornhill, Richard H. 

TOTAL 

w Keefe, James 
Ryan, William 
Galvin, John o 

to:) Keating. Nicholas 

Condon, Richard -

Condon, James 
Kennelly, John 
Leary, John -
Kent, Lawrence 
M'Koy, John 
Brien, Patrick 
Stattery, James, jun. 

O'Brien, Martin 

Heffernan, John 

Sullivan, John 

E_ 33 1~ 7 farmer. · 5 150 - 45 - - .. - -
E. 34 13 4 4 cooper - - 3 200 - 2~ - - - - - Self and three children 

dead; widow and family 
living on land. 

W. 34 d· - - - - - - - - - - Living on father's lot. 
E. 3$ 12 10 farmer · 9 300 - 120 3 300 - I - Ague during the summer. 
W. 35 dO - - - - - - - - - - Living with his father. 
S. 23 11 4 d' - 2 150 50 15 - - - - -N. 27 do - - - - - - - - - - Living on his father's lot. 
E. 37 13 do · - - - - - - - - - Living with his father, 

Francis Young. 
W. 37 13 d' - - - - - - - - - - Do _ _ do 
E. 36 do · - - - - - - - - - Living with his father, 

Patrick Bourke. 
E. 39 13 6 shoemaker - 7 400 50 45 3t 75 _. - 2 
W. 39 do - - - - - - - - - - A t work at Peterboro' 
E. 43 14 5 farmer - 7 200 50 30 1 - - - - Sick all summer. 

- N. 6 011 East - 5 Employed as a clerk in 
sidt- com. road. ------------ the establishment. 

I 135 3 
I 9 - 113 i 4,800 1,550 637 40 ! 889 6 7 21 

RETURN of IMPROVEMENTS made by ImSH EMIGRANT SETTLERS located in the Township of OTONABEE, under the Superintendence 
of Mr. Peter Robinson, in 1826. 

- E. 17 1 8 - - - farmer - - 3 500 100 - 1 - - - -- S. 27 - 4 - - - weaver - - - - - - - - - - - Absent without leave. 
- N. 27 - ~ - - - labourer - 2 - - - - - - - - DO - - dO 

- E. 25 2 1 - - - farmer - - 1 l - - - - - - - - Has lived with R. En-
1 

glish; now chopping on 
his own lot. 

- E. 28 - 7 - - - do - - - - - - - - - - - Living with his father. 

- W. 29 - - - - - dOand weaver 4 600 200 - - 40 - 1 - Ague all the summer. - E. 19 3 5 - 1 - farmer - 11 400 200 105 3t 50 - - -- E. 29 - 7 - 2 - dO -
= I 

7 600 200 30 2 - - - 2 - W. 19 4 9 - - - do - 6 500 100 45 1 ! 4° - - 1 Ague during the summer. • - E. 28 - 3 - 2 - do - - 8 500 300 60 2 40 - - 1 Do _ _ do 
- W. 23 5 7 - - - d· - - 4 300 200 60 - 70 - - -- W. 26 - 3 - 2 - do - - 4 400 200 30 - 30 - - - Alias Thomas Roche. 

- E. 31 6 - - - - do - - - - - - - - - - - Absent without leave. 

- E. 31 - 1 - - - d' - - - - - - - - - - - At work on the Wel-

Broken land canal. 

- Lot. 3~ - - - - - do . · - - - - - - - - - Living with mother. 
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Since arrival 
Lot: 

Con· N° 
at Prescott: 

Now 

NAMES. of 

Birth •. \ Death •. 
cession. Sick. 

H'f. N' Family. 

------ ------------
Londcrgan. Maurice - W. 29 8 3 - - -
Kearny, Denis · · E. 31 - 2 - - -
Itahilly, Thomas · - W. 31 - 4 - 1 -
Murray, Thomas • · Broken 32 - 5 - - -

Lot. 

Long, David · - W. 18 9 5 - - -
Casey, Thomas · · E. 19 - 7 - - -
Heffernan, Patrick - E. 29 - 3 - 1 -
Handlan, Maurice - W. 29 - - - - -
Handlan, James - · W. 30 - 8 - 1 -
Handlan, Michael · E. 30 - - - - -
Hogan, David · · Broken 

Lot. 
32 - 4 - - -

Hallahan, Thomas · E. 21 10 5 - 1 -
Dillon, Edmond · · E. 22 - 6 - 1 -
Dillon, Michael · · W. II~ - - - - -
Buck, George · · E. 19 10 9 - - -
Buck, Thomas · · W. 19 - - - - -
:';Ieary, William - - W. 113 10 9 1 - -
::leary, Timothy - · E. 23 - - - - -
Sargent, John, jun. · E. 28 - - - - -
Sargent, John, sen. · W. 28 - 11 1 - -
::Iancy, John - N.W.! 19 11 - - -

N.E.! 19 12 6 
~agner, David · · E. 24 11 5 - 1 -
~eany, William - · E. 29 - 4 - - -
Egan, Thomas · · S. 23 12 5 - - -
Power, Richard - - N. 23 - 5 - - -
Condon, Thomas • · E. 25 - 6 - 1 -
Condon, Janles, jun. · W. "S - - - - -
Crowly, James . - E. 20 13 - - - -

Stattery, J arne. . . E. ,.,. - 6 - - -

OTONABE E-continuecl. 

Former N° Produce raised Bushels 

Trade of this Year: Wheat 

or Acres suwn 

Occupation. cleared. Potatoes. Turnip" Indian this 
Corn. 

Busl,el" Bmhels. Bushtls. Fall. 
--------------- ------
farmer - - 5 300 100 9 0 -

d' · · ;} 200 100 60 -dO · - 6 300 200 9 0 -
d' - - 5 200 200 60 1 

shoemaker· 3 300 100 30 -
farmer - - - - - - -

d' · - 5 200 100 45 2 
lUason - · - - - - -

d' · · 9 300 100 60 3 
labourer · - - - - -
shoemaker. 3 200 200 - 1 

£~rmer - · 111 500 400 75 5 
d" · · 5 200 200 60 -
d' - · - - - - -

tailor · - - - - - -
farmer - - - - - - -

d' - - 10 4 00 200 60 5 do · - - - - - -
do · · - - - - -
d' · - 10 400 200 60 5 

shoemaker - 4 300 50 30 -
farmer _ · 8 4 00 100 45 4 d' - · - - - - -d' · · 6 200 50 60 do -- · 6 4 00 100 60 dO -· · 7f 4 00 So 60 -dO · · - - - -do -· · 8 300 50 30 -

d· · - 4t 350 - - -

Maple Purchased 
Sugar by themselve~: 
made 

in 
Oxen. Cows, Hogs. 

Spring. 
------ --- ---

30 - - -- - 1 -
50 - 1 -
4 0 - 1 -
15 - - 2 

- - - -
50 - - -- - - -

300 II 1 -
- - - -

4 0 - - -
100 - 2 2 

14 - - 1 

- - - -

- - - -
- - - -

4 0 - 2 2 

- - - -- - - -
400 II 2 -

- - 1 -
70 - - -- - - -
- - - -- - - -- - - -- - - -- - 1 -
- - - -

REMARKS. 

1\ gue during the summer 
D' • - d' 

Ague during the sum me, 
Has never been wei 

since his arrival in Canad: 

Living with his fathel 
James Handlan. 

Ague during the summel 
Living with father. 
Sick during the summel 

Ague during the summe 
Drowned in the Otani 

bee river. 
Working at his trade i 

Peterboro. 
Chopping 011 II is father's lot. 

Sick during the summe 
Living with his father. 
Absent. 

Ague all the summer. 
Living with his filther. 
III with the ague durinl 

the summer. 
Indjan corn failed; nl 

the family sick during thE 
BUUUDer. 
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t.7l 
t.7l 
9 

w 
o 
w 

Kearney, Patrick 0 

Driscoll, Florence 
Hoche, Maurice 0 

McGrath, John -
I\I'Grath, Thomas 
Roche, Patrick -
Hodge, John . 
Crowly, Patrick 0 

Total - . 

Blackwell, John 0 

MCCarroll, John 0 

Shouldess, Adam _ 
Lowes, Michael -Finnegan, Daniel _ 

Gordon, Robert 0 

Gordon, Samuel 0 

Miller, George 0 

Driscoll, Jeremiah 

Cronin, Timothy 0 

Leary, Timothy 0 

Leary, John 0 

Ormsby, Andrew 0 

Mulcahy, David 0 

Callaghan, John 0 

Ormsby, George 0 

MCCarroll, James 0 

Lowes, Richard -
Swytzer, Tobias 0 

Luncaster, John 0 

Boate, James . 
Sliney, John . 
Rocbfort, James 0 

0 E. 14 14 7 I - - farmer 0 - 4- 200 100 30 - - - - -- E. 15 - 5 1 - - dO 0 0 4 200 50 15 - - - - -- W. 14 16 5 - 1 - dO - - 4 300 - 45 2 - - - -- E. 15 16 B 1 - - do - 0 21- 150 100 - - - - - - Sick during the summer. · - W. 15 Ie; 2 1 3 - do - - I! - - - - - - -• 
Living with his brother 

- E. 12 17 - - - - dO 0 - - - - - - - - - -
Maurice. · E. 19 11 1 - - - do 0 - - - - - - - - - - Working with a farmer 
near his land. 0 E. 16 15 9 - 1 - dO - - - - - - - - - - - Living on hissonJames's ------- --- ------ --- ------ --- lot. · - - . 212 6 19 - 0 0 0 186 10,500 4,250 1,395 38 1,419 4 13 11 

RETURN of IMPROVIIM.UTS made by IRIsH EMIGRANT SETTLERS located in the Township of EMILY, under the Superintendence 

of Mr. Peter Robinson, in 1826. 

0 S. 17 1 11 - - - farmer 0 0 5 200 50 30 2! 150 - - 2 • - S. 18 3 11 - - - do - - 7 4 00 200 9 0 - - - - -- S. 22 - 10 1 - - dO 0 - 8 300 200 45 1 - - - -· N. 23 - 4 - 1 - do - - 7 300 100 60 2 - - - -0 N. 4 4 7 - 1 - blacksmith - I! 100 - 22 - - - - - Working at his trade • 
in this township. 0 S. 14 - 10 - - - farmer - 0 2 - - - - - - - - Sick during the summer. 0 S. 18 - - - - - do 0 0 - - - - - - - - - Living on his brother's 
lot. 0 N. 18 - 4 - - - do 0 0 4 I 300 200 45 - 200 - - - Sick during the summer. - N. !II - - - - - mason 0 0 - - - - - - - - - Living with John Lan-
caster. 0 N. 23 - 7 1 - - farmer. 0 2 - - - - - - - - Keeping a school. 0 S. 1 5 8 - - - do 0 0 2 200 50 - - - - - - From sickness, late on 
his land. 0 N. 1 - - - - - do 0 0 - -. - - - - - - - Living with his father. - W. 3 - 4 - - - shoemaker 0 - - - - - - - - - Living on his son's lot. 0 E. 3 5 - - - - farmer 0 - - - - - - - - - - Living with his father. - N. 5 - 8 - - - d' - - 4 600 100 15 - - 1 2 1 0 S. 6 - - - - - shoemaker 0 5 200 100 45 - - - 1 - Working at his trade. - S. 10 - - - - - farmer 0 0 - - - - - - - - - Living on his father's 
lot. - N. 17 - - - - - do 0 - - - - - - - - - - Sick during the 811mmer 0 S. 18 - 9 1 1 - wheelwright 10 4 00 150 60 10 100 2 1 5 0 S. 22 - 9 - 1 - farmer - - 4 400 200 30 - - - - 2 Sick during the summer 0 N. 22 5 7 - 1 - do 0 0 6 800 - - 6 - 2 1 -· S. 23 - 11 - 2 - do . . 3 100 - - - - - - - Sick all summer. · N. 113 - 4- - 1 - do 0 0 2 100 - 15 - - - - -

o 
Z 
t>'l 
s::: ..... 
o 
~ 
)-
>-3 ..... 
o 
z 
~ 
~ o 
~ 
>-3 
::r:: 
M 

c: 
Z ..... 
~ 
~ 
tJ 
~ ...... 
Z 
o 
tJ 
o 
~ 

00 
t.:> 

";-I 

~ 
t.:> ... 



Lot: 
Con· 

:'/,IMES. 
cc~siou. 

1IIf. N" 

N' 
of 

Since arrival 
at Prescott: 

Family.! Births, I Deatbs. 

Now 

Si<k. 

----------__ 1---1---1---1---1---1---1---

,\fulcahy, William -
Shea. Edward 
Sullivan, Richard -
tillilivan, !\Jichael 
1I0land, Jeremiah 
C"IIa<;han, Jeremiah, jun. 

IIogan, John 

Cunningham, .Tames 

Carew, Samuel 

Carew, Thomas 

ie-ary, John 
),Donnell, Edmond 

I fennessy, Thomas 
Shouldess, John 

Murphy, John 
Scully, Daniel 
Groves, Thomas 
Hussell, William 
Carcl', J"hn 
Bricl;, .John 
Cottt'I', \Villiam 
Clancy, John, jun. 
Sullivan, Edmond -
I\I<Gralh, Johu 
Wynne, Robert 
\\' ynne, Henry -
Fitzgerald, William 

Fitzgerald, l\1aurice 
Callaghan, Edmontl 
C.\\\aghnn. Patrick 
Fiu'lll\trick, Denili ~\ 

W. 
E. 
W. 
E. 
E. 
N. 

N. 
E. 
S. 

S. 

N. 
s. 
N. 
N. 

N. 
S. 
N. 
W. 
E. 
N. 
S. 
N. 
S. 
N. 
N. 
N. 
S. 

W. 
W. 
E. 
N. 

2 
2 

4 
(j 

11 

18 

19 

21 

21 

~:l 

23 
19 

3 
3 

17 
18 
18 
19 
22 

22 
23 
23 

1 
2 
6 

i 
7 

u 

6 

6 

7 

7 

8 

8 

7 
4 
8 

7 
8 

6 

4 

10 

8 

9 

5 
5 
9 
6 
6 
9 

8 
4 

4 

7 
5 

8 

EM I L Y-continued. 

Formn 

Tude 

N' 

of 

Produce raised 
this Year: 

Du,hel'l Maple 

'Ytlca[ Sugar 

SO"'U nHldt! 

lhi~ in 

Purchased by 
themselves : 

IIEMAHKS. 
.I<re, I" I Indl.l c1t:ur{'d PotatOt~ lurlilps. Corn. 

Bushels. Bushels. I Hushc/"I ___ I_' ---1---1---1---1-----------1 1------"1--, 

Occupation. 
F.II. Sprillg. 

Oxen. Cows. HO~$. 

farmer. -
d' 
d' 
d' 

mason .. 
farmer -

d' 

d' 
do 

d' 

d' 
mason ... 
farmer -

d' 

labourer 
dO 
du 

farmer 
d' 
d' 
d' 
d' 
do 
d' 
d' 
d' 

shoemaker 

farmer ... 
d' 
do 

labourer 

3 
4f 
5 

1 ~ 

3 

4 

5 

2 ! 
1 

5 

2 

3 
4f 
5 
5 
3t 
3 
2 f 

8 

2 i 
4 

300 

300 

4 00 

100 

200 

300 

500 

200 

250 

200 

400 

400 

200 

400 

400 

200 
~oo 

700 

~oo 

30 0 
100 

150 
100 

50 

100 

100 

150 

100 

100 

100 

50 
50 

100 
100 

~oo 

100 
150 
100 

45 
60 

45 

15 

45 

60 

30 

60 

go 

15 
15 
60 
60 
60 

30 

15 
15 

60 

30 
45 

2 

1 ! • 
3 

I! 
1 

2 

+ 

30 

50 

60 

40 

50 
100 

30 

60 
80 

70 

20 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

3 

2 
2 

4 

!I 
2 

Living with his father. 
Sick all the summer. 
Living with his father, 

John Callaghan. 
Sick during the summer. 

Sick during the summer. 

Living with his father; 
has three acres chopped. 

Recovering from the 
ague. 

Living on his father's lot 

Living with his father, 
Adam Shouldess. 

Living with R. Sullivan 

Ague during the summer 
D' - _ dO. 

Living with Pat. Clancy 

Living with his father. 

Working at his trade in 
the township of Cavan. 

Ague all summer. 
Alias Edmond Lynes. 
Alias Patrick Lynes. 
Living with his father, 

Daniel Fitzpatrick. 
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c.", Shea, Patrick W. 16 6 farmer 4 ~oo 100 60 - I 50 
~ Dawson, Patrick • N. 19 4 do 4 200 100 45 1 I 50 

IIf'Carthy, Tho~as W. ~1 5 d' 3 200 50 45 1 80 . • . . 
M' AulifFe, Martm E. n 7 d' LlVlng on his son M.· 

chael's lot. 
Doran, William S. 23 do Living with his father. 
Doran, Martin N. 23 8 7 do 3! 200 100 60 50 0 
Wynne, Richard _ S. 1 9 7 dO' Living with son Henry. Z 
Wynne, Richard, jun.. N. dO Living with brother. ~ 
Connors, Timothy W. 3 7 do Prevented from going on ~ 

his lot by sickness. is 
Connell, George _ E. 3 dO Living with his father, ::0 

Daniel Connell. >-
Hargrove, James • ,V. 5 3 dO 2 150 100 8 Sick all summer. ~ 
Baragy, Patrick E. 5 3 do Living with an old set· 0 

tier. Z 
Leary, John W. 6 7 do 4 300 200 45 40 
Downie, ~artholomew. E. 6 6 dO 4 200 100 30 80 >'!j 
Donoghue, Daniel, jun. _ N. 7 do Living with his father. 0::0 
Nagle, John • • N. 8 9 4 do 3! 200 100 60 Very ill. 
Nagle, Patrick S. 8 do 1 Living with his father. s::: 
Flynn, Michael S. 10 5 do 4 400 100 15 50 Sick during summer. ~ 
Flynn, Daniel N. 10 dO Living with J. Flynn. ::t:: 
Walsh, Patrick N. 12 8 dO 4 300 200 22 ~ 60 ~ 
Ahearn, Jeremiah. N. 13 3 dO 3 200 100 20 
Morrisey. John N. 14 8 d' 4! 100 50 60 60 ~ 

!.N Barrett, WiII!am - S. 15 8 do 3 • 100 50 60 III with the ague. ~ 
Clancy, Parnck N. 15 8 dO 3 200 200 30 20 ~ 

C) M'Auliife, Michael W. 20 9 d' 10 300 100 Go 3 200 ~ 
~ M'Auliife, Martin, jun.. E. 20 9 dO Living with l\lichael. t::! 

Flaherty, James. N. 22 9 d" Living with son Patrick. ~ 
Flaherty, James, jun. S. 22 dO 5 52 
Flaherty, Patrick • S. ~3 dO 7 300 60 1 f 20 3 0 
Flaherty, l\lichad • N. 23 d' t::! 
Donoghue, Daniel. N. 10 8 do 4 300 Family sick during the 0 

summer. is: 
Donoghue, Denis • S. do Living with father. 
Donoghue, Maurice S. do Do • - d" 
Connell, Daniel S. 4 8 do 5 300 100 60 3 0 3 00 
Pigott, Edmond N. 4 10 do Living on Daniel's lot. ~ 
Hurley, James S. (j 5 carpenter At work in Peter- • 

borough; has four acres 
chopped. 

Collins, Michael _ N. 6 r-- farmer - • - I - I - I Living with his father. 
Ryan, Patrick S. 7 11 2 schoolmaster 5 3 00 100 60 50 

Sherrick, Patrick • N. 7 4 1 farmer 4 3 00 100 60 20 
Houlohan, Denis • W. 8 7 dO 3 g 200 100 60 40 I - I - I I Sick al1 summer. t 

~ 



E MIL Y -eontinllecl. ,~ 
Since arrival 

Former N' Prouuce raised Bmhtls ;.hpJe Purchased by 
Lot. at Prescott: this Year: Wheat Sugar themselves: Con- N' Now Trade of 

NAMES. -- sown maUl' HEMARKS. uf or Acn's -~I--
ccs~ioll. Sick. Potatoes. I Turnips. Indian lhis in !;;;>I me. N° Family. Birlhs. Death •. Occupatioll. cleared. Corn. Oxen. Cows. HoS" ..... 

Bushel •. I Bushels ..... Dushels. Fall. Spring. 
Z --------- ---------------1--- c::: 

I I.ivinll with his father. ""'l Houlohan, William - E. 8 farmer 

200 I 
~ Bri>lane, EJmond - w. a d' DO dO ifl 

Brislane, John E. 9 9 d' 3~ 100 (),) 100 0 Flynn, John - S. 11 10 dO 
5 400 I 60 100 I-Ij Flynn, William N. 11 5 dO Lived on his son's lot. Dwyer, Jeremiah - S. 12 li do 6 4 00 150 60 Recovering- from ague. t:":l Dwyer, EJmond N. 12 d' Livillg with his f~lther. -< ..... i\l'('arth.r, John W. 13 8 do 2 ~ 100 3 0 Ague all summet·. t:::l t Callaghan, Jeremiah E. 13 8 dO 3 200 50 30 Sick all summer. l:rj Fitzpatrick, Daniel W. 14 8 dO 
4 200 200 60 15 Z Halloran, William _ E. 14 5 do 
5 200 45 20 Sick during the summer. (1 

l:rj Begly, i\T oscs S. 16 2 blacksmith At Peterborough. 
to Huckly, Michael - N. 16 6 farmer - 2~ 100 50 30 10 l:rj . Hartnett, John S. 23 10 11 do 5 4 0 0 100 45 60 Sick all the summer. I-Ij Hartnett, John, jun. N. 23 dO 

Living with t'nher. 0 
::0 Kennelly, RltW S. 11 tailor 4 300 45 ~ 

Ma""igan, Benjamin N. 1 farmer - Living with Kennelly. 00 Pigott, Bartholomew W. 5 dO 
Living on Daniel's lot. l:rj 

Pi~ntt, Daniel E. 5 7 2 do 6 5 0 0 250 60 100 t"" Collins, Timothy - W. 6 labourer Living with his father" l:rj 
(1 Sherrick, James E. 6 3 farmer - 100 20 \r orked all the summer ""'l 

at the Weiland canal. Sherl'ick, Thomas - W. 7 4 dO 
4 200 100 30 15 (1 Hyan, Juhn W. 10 11 d· 

Living with Patt. 0 Ryan, Timothy S. 12 do 
3~ Lived with dO ~ 100 45 ..... M'Carthy, Flurence W. 13 u· 

Living with his father. ~ Sheehan, John, jun. E. 13 5 dO 3f. ~O() 100 60 ..... dO 20 
""'l Mahony, Daniel S. 14 

Came out as Daniel Dor- ""'l 
gan; living DOW with t>:I 

Dorgan, Timothy N. 14 7 .\. 4t 200 250 60 I I 
I J. Sheehan. ~ dO 100 

2 Kci\y. Owen .- S 15 7 4 200 100 30 30 Sheehan, UUnlel S. 17 d" 
SheL'hlUl •• lohll N. '7 9 do at 200 200 4:; Living on father's lot. 
COll1H,'\\, Cl\\lllghan S. 111 5 do 4! 300 100 /50 

Sick dUlojng summer. Connell, John N. 18 11 (j d" 1- 300 50 60 



U' - Muo'phy, Jeremiah -
't ColJins, John .. 
. Lynes. Cornelius -

nurgL'~~, Eman~el 
lI1addigan, Dems -
Maddigan, Owen 

Maddigan, Owen -
Mnddigan, James 
Herlehy, Patrick -
Herlehy, Patrick, j lin. 
Owens, Richard 
Owens, John -
Owens, Davi,[ 
Stack, Thomas 
Sullivan, John, juu. 

TOTAL 

W. 
E. 
N. 

W. 
E. 

W. 
E. 
:,;. 
N. 
S. 

\" 
E. 
S. 
N. 

19 
19 
20 

13 
13 
14 
14 
18 
I!) 

lU 
21 
21 

12 

12 

12 

-+ 
lU 

5 

!J 
S 

I 
I -1-1--

60+ 20 3' I 

~) 

7 

farmer .. 
d' 
d' 
,l" 
d' 
d' 

d' 
d" 
do 
d" 

carpenter 

farmer 
d' 

4 
1-
4 

5 
5 

4 

200 
300 

30 0 

+00 
200 

200 

100 
IOU 
loa 

~uo I 

~oo 

60 
75 
30 

60 
Gu 

30 

50 

100 
150 

30 

~ 1 

II 

_1. ! 100 

_=11~1--~ 1 1-1-1-1-1-
331 f ; ~2,20(li 7,700 3,++~ 44 ~ 2,880 6 10 47 

Recovering from ague. 

Li\'ing with father. 
Li\'ing with James. 

',"orked this season at 
the \\" cHand canal. 

Hec:overing from ~gue. 

Living with t:lthf'r. 
D' d" 
D" d' 

Family sick all summer. 

RETURN of blPROVEMENTS made by Ilt"H E'lIUHA:-JT SETTLFIlS, located in the Township of ENNIS~JORE, under the Superintendence 

of Mr. Peter Robinson, in 1826. 

w 
;t: D'Donnell, Patl·ick S. 2 !J mason 5 300 30 1 ! 80 \I 

> W, Langane, Bat" N, 7 \I farruer 4f :200 100 30 1 60 
s 

Curtin, Timothy Broken 6 7 mason 3 200 50 30 4 0 fi" 
Lot 

Linehan. Patrick N. .3 3 3 2 farmer 3 '200 100 30 
Linehan, ~raJ k S. 3 d' Ab 
Collins, Johu " 7 d' 4-{- 200 100 30 2 50 Sic ,'. 2 
Lynch, Patrick N. 8 d" 3 ~ 200 :.!uo 30 3 4 
Bourke, Simon S. 4 10 d' 3 ~(\O Ve 
Trihie, Patrick N. 0 d" :1 200 50 15 
Foley, Patrick S. II d" 0 :200 go + 
Foley, William N. 2 + 5 d' Li, 
Sulli'van, Patrick C, S. 0 + d' .' d 

can<l 

Shanahan, Denis - N. 6 () d' 8 300 4.) 5 
the 

Sullivan, Thomas N. -7 do 1 
Bat 

M'Carthr, Owen - S. 7 D do :; 200 100 00 4 50 
Twomy, 'Patrick S. 8 7 d' 5 20ll 100 30 4 cll Re 
Sullivan, BatW N. 8 7 d' 7 300 3 00 +5 60 2 

Sullivan, John N, !J , do Li1 
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ENNISMORE-colltillllrd. 

Pl'Odl,lCe raised Bu~heJs IlU"PlC I 
N° Now r.j( e (J ugar 

Lot: 
evn-

Since arrival Fnrmcr N" Purchased 
at ['rescott: \ l' I f I tillS year: "'[,,,,1 S by themsell'cs: 

uf ~~-,~~- or Ann ! . - -- sown made --- --

cession. . .! Sick. . I P(!tato('~ Turni IS. Indian this , 

I No:! Family. BJrths. I Death ... , . OccupatIOn. cleared. I ! COI"ll. ", i!1 I Oxen. \ (UW". I [logs. 
Bt('/I('/:'. BusheL" BUJhels. Fall. :JIHJIl&. 

Pope, J'IIlIl'S S. --9- --_- --8- ----1--
1
- ---- fan:r--.---5-'--:- -=- -~~l-:-II---I------

NAMES. 

Hlf. 

Muho"y, James Bruhl> Ii 7 1 UO 
2 ~ 200 3U I 50 

Lut 

B~lst"r, J "'''I,h ~. 5 8 do 6 200 100 ;10 2 (io I 
Hickle, .Tohn N. 7 dO 4 300 100 (i" ' 
Foley, Thomas S. 3 do 
Bolster, John N. 3 do 
Moluny, .Iohn S. 5 0 do 
Carew, Mich. N. 5 (i d" 

Sullivan, Patrick N. 7 

Sullivan, John 
Condon, William 
Driscoll, Corneliu8 
Bobter, Joseph, jun. 

Stuck, James 

Costello, Patrick 
Sulli,'"n, John 
Costello, Daniel 
Costello, Michael 
Costello, Michl, jun. 
Collins, Patrick 
Brick, Patrick 
Driscoll, Michael -
Shanahan, P,Hrick 
Keleher, Denis 

Fitzgerald, William 
Keleher, John 
Pope, John • 
Sullivan, <- ~ornelius 
Gillman, Edmond 

Stne\., John -
Twomy, John 

N. 
S. 
N. 
S. 

S. 

N. 
S. 
N. 
S. 
N. 
S. 
N. 
S. 
N. 
S. 

N. 
S. 
N. 
S. 
N. 

S. 
N. 

8 
10 
10 

7 

7 
8 
8 
9 
9 

11 

11 

12 
12 

13 

13 
14 
14 

; \ 

(i 

G 

7 

G 
8 

2 

9 

8 

6 
8 

6 
5 

(j 

11 

(; 
1 

,r 

d" 
dO' 

d' 
do 

d' 

dO 
do 
dO 
d' 
d' 
do 
do 
d" 

carpenter .. 
farmer _ 

d' 
fisherman _ 
farmer 

d" 
d' 

d' 
d' 

3 
4 

3 
2 

4 

100 

~oo 

;300 
2UO 

lOll 

3 f I 100 

10 500 

G 200 

2 '200 

5 300 

4 
3 
3 
6 
3 

6 
4 

:'lOU 

100 

)UO 

100 

4 00 

jO 

':;0 

50 

50 

200 

200 

100 

:200 

1,y 

+5 

i5 

90 

30 

30 

1 ;j 

30 
30 3t 

50 

20 

30 

100 

50 

30 
200 

50 
50 

70 I 
2 

RE~lARKS. 

Living with Patrick. 
Li\'ing with father. 
Latt"i Y n:tuTm II frum c(lnal. 

III ,~ith the ague. 

Living with his t"thcr, 
Cornelius Sullivan. 

D" do 

Living with father. 

I;:eeping u school in the 
town~hiTJ. 

Living with hi. father. 
Sick all summer. 
Li .. inS' with his father. 

Livinrr with his father. 
Famify sick all summer. 
Li\'ing with P. Shanahan. 

Sick ,Ill summer. 
At \I'ork in the neigh. 

bourhood. 
Has bel'll ill all summer. 

Sick all ~ul1lmcr. 

I Crop' t"ilcd, put in too 

I 
late. 

At work at the \\~clJal1d 
caoal. 

.. ..., 
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q ...., 
M r.r. 
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~tack, Robert s. 
;... Houran, Cornelius N. 

6 
t; o 

9 

1~u'mel' 
d" 
d" 
d" 
d" 
d" 

200 50 
50 

;JO 

-1-5 

Living with his fathel'. 
Sick during the summer. 

~, 

::r: 
l~ 

Cahill, Thomas S. 
Dri,eull, Cornelius, jun. - N. 
Curti •.. John S. 
Keane, Thomas N. 
Ellis, John S. 

Sheehan, Joseph 
Foley, Daniel 
Dri~~'oIl, DClli~ 
Keane, TilllOth\' 
Dono~hue, Dm"'liei 
Donughue, Arthur 
Dono<:llUP, Tilllothy 
~lurpYly, Patrick : 
Ualleavan, Patrick 
Galleavan, John 
GalJeavan, Garratt 

Total 

S. 
N. 
S. 
N. 
S. 
S. 
S. 
N. 
N. 
S. 

- .Brokt'll 
Lot. 

7 
7 

12 

12 

2 

2 
11 
11 

13 
14 

8 
8 
6 
6 
5 

7 

7 
8 

9 

11 

6 

o 

7 
G 
9 
7 

10 

4 

!cl 

~I-!JI~'--

baker 

farmer 
d" 

fisherman 
farmer 

d" 
d" 
d" 
d" 
d" 
d" 
d' 

5 100 

3 lOU 

3 

+ 
I! 

1 

4 
.j 

7 

3 

8 

200 

3 00 

"00 

30~ I 
200 

300 

-:-IS,g[)O 

100 

100 

45 

100 7t 

I! 
2 

2'" 1 

4 

50 

50 

50 
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D" d" 
Living with his father. 
Hecu\"I:ring from the (lgllt'. 

Living Wilh hi. father. 
I Crop failed, sick all 
: E-Ul1lmer. 
I 

I l'hiltl juined in Canada. 
Sick all summer. 
Living with his father. 
Hecovering hom ague. 
Livillg ,dth his lather. 

Living with his father. 

30~ I 3~ I ~} I-=-~I~I __ -=-: 
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D' do 

HETUR:-i of IMPllovDIE"n made by IllISH E"IGRANT SeTTLElts, under the Superilllend('nl'e of .\11'. Peter Robinson. 

located ill the T0VVllShip of .\SPIIODT:L in 18'2G. 
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- S.W.£ 
E. 
W. 
E. 
W. 
E. 
\V. 
E. 
W. 
E. 
E . 
W. 
W. 

10 7 shoemaker -
19 9 farmer -
19 6 d" 
20 0 d" 
20 7 do 
19 2 d' 
19 9 do 
16 3 8 dO 
16 8 d" 
19 [j dO 
QO 4 - I labourer 
1+ 0 7 - I dO 
14 0 S i:u'!uer -
19 0 I; ,hoemakcr -
19 G 5 t:lrlller 
1l 7 7 do 
13 7 (p 
14 d' 

3 
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4 3 00 
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+ 
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14 800 
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0 30 () 

It 1-~ I .> 
I".! L'~U0 ; 
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I; ~oo 
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100 

~oo 
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Go 
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30 
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20 
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2 
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Absent without leave. 
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Agul' during SUi-llmer. 

1)0 dU 
lJO d" 
Do d" 

Ague most of SUll)lller. 
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Do _ dO 

D' - d" 
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Living with hllher. 
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1\,\ nJrs. 

SulliV'lIl, Michael -
Daly, j'atrick 

Healy, Patrick 
Barry, .Iallles 

Scandian, William 
O'Brien, John 
Mullane, Michael 
Mullane, l\laurice 
MulJaJ1t', William 
Egan, Ihll;l'1 
Egan, Patrick 
Mason, ('harle> 
Quinlan, Patl'irk -
Leahy, Michael 
Leahy, D.I\·id 
Hurly, Denis 
Walsh, Itirhanl 
Callagklil, Timothy 

IVf<i\IallOll, i\Ltrtin 

TOTAL -

Clahane, .1ohn 
Connor, l):lIlid 

N~~lllg;ln. Thomas 
Gah,jn •• 10hn 
Conhor, Timothy 

'\'\)TAL 

-

Lot: 
Con· 

K' 

Since arrival 

at Prescott : 
Kuw 

ASPHODEL-colltinller!. 

Former 

Tr<lrll.' 

N" Produce raised BllSil('b )Iaple PUl'ch~scd 

of this Year: \Yheat ~ug:ar by themselves: 

of - I ------: " i or ilcrcs . I • sewlI made - -- ----: HE~I'-\RKS. 

CC!!:oiOD', F i1y I SId., I . . IPotdt"e!>. Turnips. IlHJl.1Il this in I I 
HIt: I N" I alII • Birlhs,I Dl'ath~. OccupatlOll. cleared. I I (\'1'11. ~ OxeJI. eLl"~. i H0gS. I 

I i I Bu,hlk nll~ht l~. llll~"el, }- ill. I Spnng I 

1----------:--1--1 -:I-:-I-=-~~1-2:-I--:,--r-i------
- I W. 19 5 
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E. 
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13 9 
ti 
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13 10 
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20 11 

15 4 7 
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11 6 3 
11 12 7 
16 3 

1~;G1-7 1-8 ,-

dO 

do 
dO 
d' 
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d' 
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3 
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1~0 ! 
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45 
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go 
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00 

45 
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Cn 
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:J 
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40 

40 
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40 
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50 

2 

- 1 2 
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RETURN of IMPROVEMENTS made by lItISH E'!lGRANT SETn.ERs in the Township of RAMSEY, in 1826. 
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c..r. 
c..r. 
? 

w 

lI: 
w 

Henry, "ichael 
Henry, James 

Conningham, John 
Conning-ham, James 
Corneillo, Charles 
M'Guire, James -

TOTAL 

Connell, William -
Buckly, Timothy -
Sullivan, .John 
White, Cornelius -

TOLAL 

BOlll'ke, Edmond -
Wall, William 
Call"c:hcm, Thomas 
Shed\all, :II ie/lad 
Calla~hr!n, John 
Clliaghan, Thomas 
Quiui.m, John 

Dow man, Robert -

Dimond, Edmond 

Dimond, William 
Murphy, Denis 
Murphy, Jel'cmidh 

TOTAL 

: I ,~. 
acres. 

- I E.]oO 
10.100 
E.100 

-IE.:ou 

1~ 
I 

17 

3 
4 
7 

17 

RETURN of IMPROVEMENTS made by IIlISH EMIGRANT SETTLERS in the Township of OPS, in 1826. 
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'i - I 3 

30 2 5 
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d' 
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8~' 100 

- I 
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= 1 

= \ = I = I 
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2 - - -12: 
= \ = I = = I = i. Has been working at his --1-- -. -1----, tnlll~. 
2 - - - 2 
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HETURN of IMPROVEMENTS made by IRISH EOfICIUNT SUTLrH' in the Township of GOULBUHN, in 1826. 
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tailor 'I 4 !las worked at his trade. 
\\'01 b at his trade. - W. 
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- i E. 
W. 

- E. 

E. 

N. 

_ i s. 
S. 

2 

2 

3 

10 

7 . - I - I ---,-----
24 

ShoL'lllaker I 4· 
farmer .. 

do 
. I 5 ;)00' 300 10 - - - 'i 1 I I 
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HETllRN of b,pnOVD[E~[E~TS made by IR"[[ E\[IGR,\NT SETTLERS in the Township of J[AR:lIOHA, in 1826. 
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I'dMI>, 

K('IlIlt'dy, Jollil 

Keef,', John 

W"it~, P~tl'ick 

'fOTAL 

RETCRN uf IMPROYDIE'TS lll,,,le by IKr,,, EM!(;RA"T Settlers in the TUI>n,hip of HU0:TLY, iii 18~G, 

Since arrival Former;-'; j Produce raised 
1.(lt: . l' 'jW)! at Pl'('~cott: I v T" 1 f thi .. Year: 

I ,->II.' " I ~'ow lalt' 0 
I I _ _ I 

----I I "I 1 I A"" I ' 
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<.n. 
<. .. 
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w 
::I: 
~ 

N° 

I 
1. 

., 

3· 

4· 

-5· 
6. 

I 7· I 
I 

8. 

9· 
10. 

11. 

TOWNSHIPS. 

DOURO - -
SMITH - -
OTONABEE -
EMILY - -

ENN1SlIIORE -
ASPHODEL - -
l\fAHMOItA - -

RAMSEY - -
01'5 - - -

GOI'LBOURN -
HUNTLY - -

TOTAL -

K' 

of 

Locations. 

--'--

- (iu 

- 34 
I - : 51 

- 142 

- 67 

- ., (.i 
•. J 

- (i 

- .5 
- 7 
. 4 

- :3 

~ 4 1 5 

G ENE R A L S U 1\1 1\1 A R Y. 

PRODUCE 
N° 

RAISED TIIIS YE.\R: Bu,lwls 

of Wh"at 
Acres I ~Own 

Potatoes. Turnips. Indian ("orn'l 
cleared. this Fall. 

Bushels. Eushel,. Bushels. 

----------------------------
I 

:245 i 8,25 1 4,175 1,777 S() t 
113 ! 4,860 1,550 (1"-.) I 4 0 t 

I 

ISG 10,50 0 4,2.i o 1 ,3~)j 38 

I 
I 

I 
351 f :2:2,20U j,jOO 3>442 ·Hi 
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Capt. 
William JI.larS/IfIIl. 
~~--

24 l\lay, 
1827. 

II". n. Fll/olI, 
Esq. 

43 2 :\llNUTES OF EVIDEKCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

Captain TlTilliam lJ.fars!zal!; further Examined. 

,,> --. HAVE you heard the evidence given by }:r. Robinson ?-I have. 
;~:~s. Havc the ,(!oodness to stat~ your opiniun, ~ounded on your experience in 

locating settlers, as to the proportIOns of !and wblch. pauper se,ttlers ollgiJt to 
receivc:- I differ in opinion from :\h. Roblllson; I think that fi.rty acre~ i., too 
slIlilll a qUDntity, that it ought to be a bund,red acres; ~ne r~ason IS, that III every 
location the person requi:"" a reserve for fuel an.1! fcnclI.Jg tImber, which may ue 
taken at twenty or tllenty-live acres on. eac,h 10ca~lOn, .\dllch \yould reduce the fifty 
beluw the quantit\' a fallll,ly "ould ~cqu~re for their ultImate s~lccess and. comfort. 

4 2 ,)<). You are of opinlun therefure!t \1 uuld nut be e~ped~e:1t,. evell In ~be case 
of goud land to allut 'u ol;1all a portIOn as fifty acrb :-Ccrtalllly, I tlullk not· 
where it is \~ry good land and near to s.ome good. market: i~ migbt answer til; 
purpose, but not in general caC'I'S. There IS 00 coal 1Jl the ~lstrJCt; tl~ey call look 
only tu \I'oud fur fllel, and they can look. to t.hat only as b(;llI~ on theu' olIn land, 
for when the coulltry becomes settled, It \I III all become private property; the 
reserve of til'e-and-tl~enty acres ,,·ill always afford fud and fencing, it beiJl~ cut 
regularly alld prese.rved in a prop~r manner. In all lots of !and there is gen:rally 
a considerable portIOn of bad, \dllch would reduce the quantIty of arable land. 

4260. Is there such a thing as underwood in regular cuttings :-It will grow up 
of course, and being properly attended to and taken care of, so proceed regularly 
through the reserve, it will ill the course of timc be tit to be cut again by regular 
rotation of cuttings. 

lI"ittialII Bo,f}J/aJ/ Feltoll, E'fj.; furthcr Examined. 

4261. YOU have had an opportunity of hearing the evidence of the Ilia last 
""itllc;;';c;; ?-I had. 

4~ti2. Are yuu disposed, from your personal experience, to give yonr opinion in 
fa\'our of the 1II0re extended, or the lIIure restricted lut?- ·As far as respects the 
cnpacity of a ;;ettler to pay the interest 011 the luan lIIade to him, or the principal of 
the loan itself, the purpose "ill he efjually well anslyered by locating him on tilt,)' 
acres as un any larger quantity; and ill tbe gcnerality of cases, where the land is of 
the lir,t quality, the purpose \I ill be better effected by tbat arrangelllent, because 
the expenses to \"hich the settler \nll be exposed in making roads of communication, 
'rill be very' mll·~h diminished by having a narrower front upon the highway. 

42G3. What'in your opinion will be the reserrc of \\ood which would be neces
sary to be attached to each hundred acres of land :-::\ one whatever, because ill 
en:ry to\lnsbip in Lo\\er Canada there will always be sufficient poor land not 
suscl'ptible of cultivation, \Ihich will furnish fuel hereafter to the inhabitants of the 
township. Independently of that, the probabilities are, that ill a farm of tifty acres, 
there will be always ten or fifteen acres of land more profitably devoted to raising 
\I'ood than to any other purpose, and this \I ill be an ample reserve for the supply 
of fuel hereafter. 

4 26.4. Do you not think that it would be expedient in any district which may be 
hereaftcr settled, tu reserve any inferiur lands that are covered with \rood, as Crown 
property, ~ather than disposing of them to individual settlers, inasmuch as if the 
woud was In one bluck, the ex pe.nse ?f fencing and keeping it in any necessary order 
wo~ld b~ so m.uch the I:ss, an.d I.t ml.ght at some future period become a profitaule 
article .ot sale III case of any dlmlllutlOn of the average quantity poss~ssed by eacb 
s~ttler -'-Any blucks of land of infErior quality, untit for prest'llt settlement, may 
\I Ith a?~antage b~ res~rved to the Crown; but I should by no means recommend 
a speclh~ reservatIon, In the case of land being all of the same quality tbroul!h(~ut 
~ to\l'lIShIP, for those purposes, because we know that if the land be of good quality 
III the lllill,t o~ a settle(~lent, the good timber will always be destroyed by the 
poorer settlers III the neIghbourhood, or by squatters, "ho introduce themselves 
among them for the purpose of makinfT potash or convertincr it to other uses 

, I' h I fi d . '" " W lie. t ley n n,10ot COlwement. It is impos!>ible for the Crown to reserve any 
quant~ty of wood III the neighbourhood of a settlement. 

4:!ll,). Is ~here an~ organized body in the several townships who might ba.ve t~e 
care o~ certam extensIve forests, entrusted to them as a sort of common ri:!l,t :-~o, 
there !~ nothing of that description in the rrovinces. L 

4 2tJ ll: Do you not think that as a province increases in civilization, that sort of 
bod\' mil ne~ 'J .) '[I C d' t " ,essan y eXlst.- lC 'rown will most probably ha\'c occasion to ~rec 

til')'" 
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those officers or person~ who ba,ve charge of its territorial interests, to pay at
tention to that particular subject; but I do not at all expect that any local bodies 
will be organized for that purpose. 

42Gj. Is timber of good quality, on private locations, subject to the same depre
dations vou describe ?-It is a matter of universal comphint in Lower Canada, that 
it is impossible to preserve good timber. 

4268. For the purposes of fuel as entirely distinct from purposes of buildin,l1, is 
the second growth of timbcr equal to the first ?-It is superior in every resrect, 
the wood is more dense. 

4269. Does that apply to each :;uccession of growth, which may be obtained 
from the stumps of trees ?-The second grolVth consists of wood of much superior 
quality to that which preceded it. 

42io. Describe to the Committee what you mean by second growth?-'Vhenever 
the aboriginal forest is destroyed, and thr, gmund which it covered is preserved 
from the depredations of cattle, it is very soon furnished with an exuberant growth 
of \yood of the sallle description with that which occupied its surface originally. 
This wood, frolll being more exposed to the influence of the sun and wind, grolVs 
with less luxuriance than the aboriginal forest, (always presuming that the surround
ing country is open to admit the intluence of the air,) and the wood in consequence 
is marc dense, and of Superior quality for all purposes to that whicll prcceded it. 
In the course of from twenty to fi,-e and twenty years, tile woods of deciduous trees 
acquirc the dimensions of about from nine to ten inches in diametcr; and when 
secured from the effects of fire, increase \\ itl! astoni~hing rapidity every year after 
that period. 

42il. Be good enough to explain to the Committee on what principle a reserved 
wood is cut in the private property of any individual ?-One-twentieth is the rule 
in the C nited States, where thcy supply themselves with fuel. 

4272. You consider that if that principle were adhered to, a supply of wood 
'''ould be sccured for ever?-Y cs; the reserve of twenty acres, inclosed and pro
tecteu from the depredations of cattle and from accidents from fire, will allow one 
acre to be cut each year for fuel, with a perfect assurance of reproducing sulficient 
at the expiration of t":enty years upon each piece to cut for the supply of the family 
furnishing itoelf from the reserve. 

4:273. Supposing a lot of tifty acres covered with trees in the firiit instance, what 
is the proportion of that lot which it might be desirable, "ith reference to the inte
rests of the "ettIeI', to reserve strictly as a timber-ground ~--I think ten acres will 
allb\\'er bis purposc fully. 

4274. (To Mr. Robinson.) Would you be disposed to consider ten acres for 
\I ood as 5tlfficient ?-l'\ at if they are to provide all their fire-wood aud fencing from 
those ten acres anI v. 

4275. (To CajJt;lill lIJa/'shall) 'i"ould you be disposed to consider ten acres fur 
\\'oo~ as sufficicnt ?-In my opinion it should be twenty acres at least, to supply 
fencll1g and fuel. . 

Alexandel' Buchanan, Esq.; further Examined. 

4276. HAVE you had an opportunity of hearing the opinions which have been 
given to the Committee, with respect to the extent of the allotment to each pauper 
emigrant family, and the extent of the reserve for wood? - I have. 

42 77. \V hat is your opinion upon those two points ?-As to the extent of the 
allotment, I do not think that fifty acres would be sufficient, I should recommend 
that it should be at least sevcuty-five acres at the very 10\l"est; and I should COI1-

ceiv~ ~hat not less ,than t\y.cnty ·ucres should be reserved for wood. An emigrant 
recelvll1g the pecul1lary assIstance proposed ceases to he a pauper, and jf he was 
confined to fifty acres, he \\'ould not have it in hi:; pOlVer to settle any of his iamily 
Oil so small a lot. 

[The JlTitlless deli'l:cred ill " Copy of Letter frum the \l'itness to the Right honour
able Robert J. Wilmot Horton; together with a Sketch of a Plan in aid of 
any System of Emigration, and a form of a Way-card, showing the expense of 
Transport of a Faillily from New York to Upper Canada," whicl! 'were read; 
alld are as follow :J 

S.iO. ;) I " SIR 

w. B'. Fdt"", 
Esq. 
~ 

24 lila!', 
18~7· 

A. Buchanan, 
Esq. 
~ 
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A. Bl(thal/(m, 
Esq. 
~ 

" SIR, Q3, Downing Street, May 23d, 182i. 

" AGREEABLY to your orders, I have endeavoured .in as concise a form a~ I can to sub
mit to the honourable the Cummittee an outline at arrangen:cnts th~t, !n my humbJe 
opinion, will be necessary, or somethi.ng (~f a similar tende.ncy , lor carrylllg mto effect any 
extended system of not only free ellllgratlOn, II"lth ~dvantage to the IUother Country and 
Colonies, but pauper emigration, at the least possible expens~ to the .country; and the 
p.)iilical advantage that may be produc~d by such arrangement~, as tendln.g .more to UOite 
in a friendly bond of union tbe Colollles and par~nt State, mu.t be ~o. obvIOUS, that anJ 
outline is unllccessar\". In tile first place, presummg that extended 'a~dl.[J~s ~nd scale of 
emigration Illav be resolved on, it will be indispensable that a Board of EmigratiOn, consist_ 
ing '·of a secretary and two comm~ssioners, or such other officers as may be. considered 
necpssar\", be immediately formed 111 London, under the control of the Coloillal Depart
ment, iii which office, every thing connected with emigration, to whatever pan of the 
world should be connucted and rccords of same kept, and where all necessary mformatioQ 
of 0"/ colollies ,hall be obtained referring to emigration, and plans aJHI diagrams of Crown 
lands townships alld settlements recorded, and in fact, where evt:ry thmg connected with the 
business shall centre. 

~4 ~Iay, 
18~7· 

" I furtber propose that provincial agents, in ~ifferent parts ~f the United Kingdom, be 
appointed under the Colonial department, and It! connexlon wuh th.e Board ttl London; 
for England, three agents I should consider necessary, say London, LI\·erpoo!, ane! Bristol; 
in Scotland, two, say Edinburgl! and Greenock, or Gla-gow; III Ireland, tour provincial 
agents, viz. Duulin, Cork, Galway, and Londonderry; ami from. wlllch pons, public emi. 
~ration generally to be cond~c~cd; but it should ue the dutl 01 the age~ts to give oc~a
slOnal attcndance at any aLtJOlliItIg ports when necessary •. fhe duties ot those agents to 
lIP, to attend to the cmbarkation and seiec[lon of the clmgrants, to keep up a cUllnexion 
with the local country authorities, grand juries, magistrates, and parish officers; to receive 
proposals and applications for j;·ee or public emigration, the same to be transmitted monthly
to the Board in London; and to keql a register of all persons within tbeir district that 
emigrate, and to furnish tici;~ts or certificates to slIch applicants as are approved of 
for emi!.!ration. 

" I ~],o recommend Ihat u-itllOlIt detail (as, if it is expected that anv good can be don~ 
next yenr, it wi!1 be absolutely nE'cessary tbat arrangements ;lionld be forthwith made) that 
,·espolisible and proper persons be appointed in the colonies '" agents, anel who will act 
under the orders 'f the colouial oJjicer, the ,·especlin Got'ernors f!f Co/ullies, and head 
superintcndenh, and Central Board in London. I bave heard it suggested, that Com
lIJittees or Boards should he formed in the Colonies, but to which I alII decidedly opposed, 
:Ie; it would be vcry difficult to form such associations free from strul/g local pr9l1dices; anrl 
on \\ hiclt subject [ perfectly agree with the opinion given last year by Colonel Cockbul:n, 
ill his el·iden<.:e already before the CUlllmittee; the persons employed to conduct the neccs
s;;ry operation should "et only under the control of tile Colunial department and respective 
Governors. And for the greater facilities and due perfonll<lIlcc, of the objects cont~/1Ipbted, 
tile agents will be required at the following porls and places: at Quebec in particular, one 
With asslstnnt.; at Montreal, one; at Kingston, one assistant agent; at Miramichee, o.ne 
"gent, who IHII also be required to attend to the duties of Cbaleur and Gaspee, at Hahtax 
and ~t. Joh,,·s,. New .l:rum\l'ick,Ass~stant Agents: the principal duties of these agents will 
be to keep H'g',ler 0' arl'lvals 0' emigrants, plans of townships and Crown lands and new 
bet~lement", ,k,e;ll'liOn of tbe soil, situation, and every information that can gUide Ihe 
t:lIllgr:lnt OIl Iandin,~, ill enabling him to make his election; to receive and register applica
tlOIlS jur labourers, .,,~ecllGllics and selTallls, 10 receive "ulIlelj from perso/lS ill the colonies 11'ishi7lg 
t.o brl/lg olLi their frzellds, and to give necessary orders on the cmi''1·ation agents at home 
lor sa "I purposes; to assist in forwarding emigrants, whether pl/b/t;; or free, to the lands; 
and to kce l ) up that link of communication "enerally with each other as well as with the 
mother ,CUll Il try, that at all til1~es the must ~illl'le information can be 'obtained of the pro
gress ut sd~lements, demand for labour in particular districts and at public works, &.e. 
ao",racts 01 same to .be transmitted monthly to the respective agents at Quebec, and half
ye,,,·ly to the Board III London, and printed copies thereof to be sent to such district azents 
III lire United Kingdom. ~ 

" Super!ntende~ts \~ill be required for each province, as settlements may be formed, onder 
ri'ho5( pa,.t/(·ul~r dlre.c/lOlls and respolilihility settlements of the emi"rants shall take place; 
!lre appropriation ot land and necessaries, and otllt"r local matters cO~lIected therewith, sub
Ject to the orders o~ the Colonial department and respective Governors, transmitting half 
yearly to tb~ Colomal ?cpartment? through the Emigration Board, reporh of the state of ,et
tlements, and such usetulllltor.'nution as lIIay be deemed necessary, with duplicates thereof to 
the respectIve Go::crnors. .It any extended scale of Emigration go Oil, it may be ~ecc,sary 
lO hale the follol\wg supenlltelldents: sal" one for 1\01" Scotia and "ell" BrunSWick; one 
~~ fhe districts situated on the Gulf ut· Saint Lawrence, including Miramicbee Hiver, 

a eUi and Ga&pee; one for Lower Canada; olle up the Ottawa River· and one for 
Upper Canada. ' 

.. I wo Id I I . I . u reCOllllllen, t lat elt Wr the superintendents or agents be authorized to receive 
Slue!: sums of money "5 persons ill the colunies lllay wish to deposit for the purpose of 

>1"111"111" out o· ... I· .,.. . , . 
. 10 0. . I assisting t lell" fiends; and that snch monies Ledeposited if convemcnt, 
III t le re-pectlve Col n·· I" .. }' k ,. h d . I·' 'J' () la ,a\ IIIg )all ·S, vr tea vanta"c ut snch app Icant. 

" here are ..' . t· . . 0.. . I b a \ unet) 0 matters requiring much conSideratIOn, <.Ind II' htch can on Y e 
gone 
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gone into when the ac~u~l details of the scheme are going into operal,ion. I shall therefore 
proceed to offer my opmlOn on the descnpllon of persons that may likely avail themselves 
of those facilities, and the plan of carrying them out with the least pog,ible expense to the 
pubJic., 1 be,g to refer you .to my answers to your {'rinted quel:i~s, for my opinion on the 
necessary articles to be fU),[]lshed emigrants, and raUons of provIsions, &c. 

" The description of persons that form the bulk of emigrants, we may class uncleI' three 
denominations: First, the small farmer (lallucle to Ireland) who hasa large family, and per
haps an une~pired lease of 5 or 10 years of hi~ f~rm to run; he disposes of his interest, by 
which he raIses a little money, and added to hiS httle stock of other useful articles, perhaps 
a web or two of coarse linen, some yal'll stockings, an~ thread of their own make, their. 
feather brds (as hardly a peasant farmer in Ireland but ~nJoys that comfort) and a supply ot 
provisions of his own raising, off he goes to America. The second ~lass I would call 
artisans of cliffercnt grades, and servants. And, Thirdly, actually .labolll'lng paupers •. 

" To the first I would recommend nothing more than protect ton and correct advIce; 
facilities to their obtaining land in the colonies, and in some cases assistance with passage 
out and support at the settlement. In all cases a fair value to be put on the land, and charged 
to the emigrant instead of fees and otller obstacles, that, hitherto, prevented persons seulmg, 
particularly in Uppef Canada, as the fecs, &c. demanded in most cases exceeded the actual 
value of the land, or what you could purchase a similar quantity for. 

" To the second class, including mechanics and servants, 1 do not see that any thing 
more than a passage out may be given; I mean to sueh as are sllccessful candidates for that 
favour, as I do not think it is possible, in the present prospect of Canada, for many years to 
overstock the market with this class of people. If I was to draw a reference from Jat~years, 
it has been the principal annoyance to every body having occasion to employ people il) 
Canada, the difficulty in procuring same; and to myself and my brother, we have in the pro~ 
secution of our business been frequently put to the greatest inconvenience for want of la
bOlll'ers and mechanics. 

" The third class is by far the largest proportion that may be expected to avail itself 
of Emigration, and which comprises the actual pauper labourer. To tltis class the attentio1l 
OJ tIle Emigration Board will 1/0 doubt he p"incipally called, and who will require not only 
assistance to emigrate, but followed up in the colonies uTltil they are ill a comparative state 
to establish themselves. 

" I would recommend every facility to young women from 18 to 30 to emigrate, to an 
extent not exceeding 30 or 40 at a time. From the constant demand lor female servants, 
and surplus male population, they are sure to be absorbed immedi:ltely; and I should say ill 
most cases, persons in want of servants in the colonies would willingly pay thc amount of 
expense incurred in their passage out; and facilitating the emigration of unmmried women 
would put a considerable check to many improl'ident marriages at home, the consequence of 
which is a great increase of misery ami population, 

" Presuming, therefore, that the machinery is formed at hume lind abroad, and that 
the quantity of land to be given each settler is decided Oil (all this point 1 \lould recolll
mend Jots to be laid out frolll 100 to 200 acres) I 1I'0uld U,,[ ICcollllllend a location lickel, 
in the first instance, for more than 50 acres, the larger olles to be IT,eJ'l'ed for a mOle 
respectable class of free settlers, whom it will be Illost advisable to CIlClJlIrage, as Ihey will 
tend much to the general prosperity of the new settlements: besides, many persons \~ill be 
wanted above the order of labouring settlers, to fill various fiscal situations, and officers of 
peace and militia. 

" I would certainly recommend some inducement, ill the way of bonus, in land of from 
10 to 50 acres, to be held out as a .timlll", to hasten the selt/er to industry and a liqui
dation of his obligation to the public; besides, the settler, having the chance of a few acres 
attached to his own lot, will strive to direct the attention of his relations to him, and who 
will thereby find a sort of nursery to receive them, and they will not n'<Juire the aosistance 
of Government for their location, and for which purpose the reserved h~lf of the lot would 
be applicable. 

" As to th~ transport of the emigrants, it will be necessary that abont the first of January 
in each year application be made through the provincial agent; at the different ports ill tIle 
United Kingdom for a Return, as near as call be estimated, of the Humber of Ships, witll 
th~ tonnage, that are i.ntended to go out ~he following Spring to British America for tilllbl'l'; 
th~s ~etut'll .to be receIved by the Board III London, and they WIll then see the extent of 
~fllppmg gomg out, and on winch dependence can be piGced, and whether 01' no it II ill be 
c(~mpetetlt .to Ira[)S~or~ frolll each district the pro~~ble ll?llIber of emigrants likely to go, 
Ti,'thout call1llg on slllppwg to go from port to port. I Ills being done, alJd 11 pretty correct idea 
formed, from the Return" of the probable extent of emigration for the season, Fee as well liS 

'fJauper, arrangements can easily be gOlle into with the shipowners at very Ill~derate lerms, 
tur the conveyance, &.c. of emigrants out j and the presutllption is, that the second year a 
considerable >aving would arise, inasmuch as the very samc ship would be probably engaged, 
by which means she would aVOid the expense of a second purchase of water eask~, as the 
captain would bring them horne each voyage. 

ti From the statements hitherto before the Committee, they can form a pretty just idea of 
the probable expense of removing a lamily, and providing them fur 12 01' 1;5 months, alld 
wlllch is pa~ticularly stated in Illy answer to your ,econd prin.ted query. Shippillg could now 
be g~t at Liverpool at the ratc of 165. per tOil for Quebec register, GoVel'l\lllent finding 
b'lJ'thmg, lVater, fuel, &.c. whIch on tbe average would cost about 8s. per tou. 

550; 3 I 2 " I a"l 

A. BachO/wII, 
Esq. 
~ 

'J+ l\lay, 
1 H27' 
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" I am of opinion that when the bU5iness is .f~irly understood, that there will rarel~ be allY 
necessity for the Government finding any provlslOllS 011 the Toyage out to North Amtr/ca; for 
although the emigrant may not be possessed of means ~o ob.taln same, yet he 1,111 find no 
difficulty, by cOlltribution among hi~ 7IeighhouTs alld relatlOlls, III pmWTlng It; and a qualltilg 
of oatmeal could accompan.1J each slap, as a stand~blJ Ill. case of accident. 

" From Englund it is presumed the parish WIll delray t~~ expense of transportoUl, &c.; 
but from Ireland and Scotland I apprehend very much If allY tIl/JIg /i:arllt wIllie call be 
depended on, and that Government will be obliged to find the passa~e out. . 

" J n all cases, on arrival in the colonies, th.e emIgrant to have hIS chOIce eIther to accept 
Government assistnnce under the fixed condItIons, or not. 1\ vast number of p€rsQns now ill 
the colonies would make o-reat efforts to assist their relation. and get them out, if they wele 
Ollly sure of a free pas;~ge; and I wo.uld b~~ to recommend all such persons in the 
colonies as would obtain a recommend~tJOn. ot In.dustryand IOlfaltlJ, and that he or they 
possessed reasonable pro~pects to asmt their frzends,. if with them, by p~'~duclng same to anro!" 
the respective ao-ents In the colollles, or lorwardlllg same uy post, It at any dlst~nce lronl 
a station, lind depositing at the rate of from two to five. dollars per adult~ according tn the 
distance the relation might have to go after landlllg I~ the COlilltry, tor rbe purpose of 
assisting him on, and which he or they would get on landing, that ,ucll person, so applying 
in the colonies, would be furnished with a tIcket or order Oil nearest agent In the VuilecJ 
Kingdom, transmitting a duplicate thereof to the Emigr~tion Board in London, and that 
the I'<'I,on or persons so designated in such order or t.leket would be enlltleu to a free 
pas;.a"e out. Provided their situation at home would bring them WIthIn the denomination 
of pe~sons as successful candidates for the fill'our, this operation alone would bring out 
thousands that Ivould not cost the Government one penny fur settlement in the country 
beyond the facilities that the machinery would entail. 

" I do not apprehend that it will be found necessary to go into any great extent of assist
ance in the colonies to single men or women,or artisans, as the greater portion of them will 
soon be absorbed, to any reasonable number-I should sa.1J thOIiSUllds. 

" Funds might be pldced at the disposal of the resident agent at port of landing, to give 
partial assistance in peculiar case" subject to control of the Governor of the respective 
colonies, when same case he obtained in time. 

" WhercuI" public 1t'orks ure going Oil, emigrants should be immediately directed after lallding, 
to whatevpr extent the demand will justify; and out of their wages a portion should be with-' 
hdc1, to go towards li<juidating the expense that may be incurred tor their passage and any 
other aSs is lance. To such persons SO employed on public works, land to be allotted at the usual 
terms, jf ill the vicinity, but no other assistance beyond tbe employment, anel the settler in 
such cases to be obligated to build a house, and make other required improvements, before 
he obtained his deed. 

"Each emigrant on arrivai in the colonies, and provided with vouchers entitling him 
to Government assistance, shall present himself to the agent on arrivill, and declare his inten
tioll, and if he wishes to embrace the assistance of Government for bis location, not to 
exceed in amount 50 t. sterling, and that he has complied with the several conditions, he 
will then get a location order to the superintendent at such settlement as he may go to, 
when he will be disposed of in the usual way, and placed on his lot agreeably to the number 
and conditions of bis contract. - ~ 

" Tbe various arra~gel1JelJts con?ected with the rations and supply of implement., ikc. 
can be mlllutely gone IlltO III good tIme; but I would by all means make such early arrange
ments on those points as should enable a proper supply of every thing needful to be transported 
to the dIfferent derots, when such can be done with the greatest facility and least ex.pense, 
as everyone acqualllted with the Canadas must know that it is only at partIcular periods of 
the year that arrangements of this kind, particularly when much transport and land carnage 
IS necessary, calt be galle illtO, w,zesf at a ureat sacrifice aud u'aste of mOllelJ. 

" From 1\lr. Robinson, who is now i~ communication with the Colonial Department, 
practical and useful information can be, and no doubt has been obtained on man)' matters 
con~ected w.itl! this subject, whi~h his experience is well calculated to render; ~nd I am 
perfectly satisfied that many things, that now seem to be rather difficult, wlll vaOlsh 
gradually as the subject hecomes Illore known and once set in operation. 

" 1 beg to subjoin a sketch of Plan in aid of any system of Emio-ration, and a form of a 
'Vay-card, showing the expense of transport of a family from New ~ ork to Upper Canada; 
~nd o~e se.nt me by my brother, Hi, Majesty's Consul at 1\ew York, who, although he has 
It not In hIS power personally to offer his assistance in the verv useful contemplated work, 
ye~ he wa~ches with anx~ous solicitude the progress of any measure that I!as for i1.8 
obJect the ~lllprovement at our valuable Colon"r~" and the uniting them in an Inseparable 
bond of unIOn WIth the parent State • 
. " If, Sir~ this. hasty sketch shoul~ be considered by you as throwing any light on the 5U]'

Ject ot EmIgratIOn, 1 shall be glad III the contribution. And 

" To the Right Hon. H. \\'ilrnot Horton, 
&c. &c. &.c. 

1 have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

A. C. BUe/lllllan." 

" I:'~' The Committee are already in possession of my views a~ to such situations a' I 
wou direct emigration to, and no subsequent information induces me to vary my opinion. 

. A. C. B." 
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A. BUc/lflnan, 

" Sketch of a PLAN in aid of any system which may be adopted to encourage Emigration Esq. 
from the United Kingdom to His Majesty's Colonies in North America. ~ 

~4 !\lay, 
" ACTUAL Settlers in His Majesty's North American Colonies, desirous of bringing out 18~7 

their friends from the United Kingdom, to pay four dollars to any of the al!;ents in the 
provinces, to be forwarded to the agent of. t~e P?rt .in the province at which t.he emigrant 
is to arrive, through a bank 01' other public InstltutlOn; w~lch sum, so deposJled, shall be 
paid over to the person for whom it was advanced, upon arnval at the pori, as the means of 
aiding the party in proceeding to the place of destination. 

" The Certificate or King's Ticket (the form of which is sent herewith,) upon being 
forwarded to His Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonial Department (if approved) is 
intended to be sent to the person or persons designated therein, wbo, upon embarkation, 
shall band it over to the master or owner of any vessel proceeding to the port designated ill 
the order, provided the Collector shall approve the vessel as fully supplied with fuel, water, 
&c. for the number of persons who are to proceed on the voyage, but in all cases leaving 
it optional with the emigrant to proceed with such vessel (if so approved by the Collector 
as well found) as he may select. 

OnSERVATIONS. 

" There have heen above 75,000 settled in Upper Canada within the short space of fifteen 
years. It may be stated, that, one with another, they dill not possess, on their arrival there, 
half a dollar a head. 

" Those who advance one pound for bringing out a relation or neighbour, tbereby prove 
their own industry and success; while by such advance by residents in the colonies the 
ailling of persons intending to proceed to the United States will be so far guarded against, 
and all the clamour about starving for want of employment in the colonies silenced. -

"The following Scale is offer"d as ample to effect the removal ofmore persons than all the 
timber ships that trade to the colonies can accommodate. If no unmarried man under 20 
should receive a ticket, the removal of a female would probably also be effected, and the 
fixing of the emigrant would then be more certain. 

" The following sums to be granted: 

}'or Adults £'4 0 0 

Under 14 years, :l 10 0 

Under 10 " ~ 10 0 

Under 6 " 10 0 

" Ships w~ll found, if freed from the unnecessary restrictions requirell, will insure ample 
accommodatIOns; It bemg- only necessary to guar~ against want of water, to provide fuel 
and cookmg accommodations, as all emigrants eastly procure a sufficil'ncy of toDd for their 
passage." 

3 I 3 
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KING GEORGE IV'. EMIGRATION TICKET. 

REWARD OF LOYALTY AND INDIJSTIlY, 

I 

aged about 

of 

Humbly pray, That 
in the PI'O~incc of 

of the County of 

near the Post Town of 

embark from the Port of 

next, for the Port of 

whu shall be .,'ady to 

ill the MUllth of 

may partake of His Majesty's Royal Favor, by having the Passage pair!. 

Petitioner, 

I of in the 

Province of 

DO HEREBY CERTIFY, That the above-named 

is a loyal and industrious Subject, an~ a resident 

at and has the means of ewployment for, and 

aiding the above-named, on arrival in this Province . 

RECEIVED from above named, 

the sum of which I proUli,e to 

transmit to the Collector, or Emigration Agent, of the Port of 
to be placed to the credit of upon arril'al 

there from 

Dated day of 

Colonial Office, Do1t;,illg-S1rul, 
day of 182 

APPROVED, for Pounds 
rdlicll you are to pag UPOII tile embarkatiun if the above 

To 
The Coliector if the Custum, 

ott 



ON HIIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOl\l: 1821· 439 

CANADA COMPANY OF LONDON. 

W.lY.CARD FOR SETTLERS TO THEIR LA~DS. 

From New York to Albany 
Albany tu Rochester 
Rochester to Young~to"n 

Children under twelve years, half price. 
Iota-nts, gratis. 
Baggage, per hundred weight, from New 

Y urk to Canada 

Distance5. 

$100 

3 00 
100 

$5 00 

$.00 

New York to Albany - - 160 miles, by Water. 
Albany to U liea - - 109 by Canal. 
Utica to Rochester - 160 dO 

n-Jan and \ViCe, 5$ each 

~ Children -

• Child 

'1 l:wt. Bilggnge 

10 Days Pro\'i~i()ns, at 37 t ccnts per uay 3 75 

Rochester t-o Niagara River - 80 by Steambuat. 

Total - - 509 miles. 

The Settlers proceeding forward, furnished with one 
of these Tickeh, signed by the Company's Agent, in 
case of difficulty. may apply to allY of the fullowing 
Agents of Transport, viz. 

at 4/4 p' $ is, £.4. It. 3. at most, or say. Fire 

Pound! daling, for a lamily uf Man, his Wife, and 

3 Chilrlren, from New }"tlrk to l"ur" U. Canada. 

In NE'V YORK, to Charles Smyth, 82 Pearl·street. 
ALBANY, Charles Smyth,y. 
UTICA, T. B. Gillespit: L'X Co. 
ROME, B. B. Hyde. 
IIIANLIUS, M. Huyt & Co. 
&YRACUSE, John Rogers & Co. 
WEEDSPOI\T, E. t>: E. Weed. 
1II0NTEZUMA, S. F. Knapp'" Co. 
GENEVA, Perez H.lstings. 
LYOXS, Tower & Cook. 
p"'.:\lYn.~, J. Field & P. Grandin. 
F.\JRPORT, .Mr. Tomlinson. 
prnSFORD, F. Bnshneli &. Co. 
ROCHESTER, m'Culium &. Hurlburt. 

AOl::!'l'J. 

4278. (To lib'. Robinson.) Supposing lots of seventy-five acres to be reserved, 
in what manner should each of the squares lie located so as to effect that purpose?
There would be some difficulty found in allotting a settler seventy-five acres, as the 
land is laid Ollt in blocks of two hundred acres, unless there is some alteration made 
in fu ture surveys. 

4279. As a difference of opinion appears to exist as to the quantity of acres, are 
you of opinion that it Illight be expedient to reserve in the Crown certain lots of 
wood, because, a civilization increased, it might be more to the interest of parties 
to purchase their wood at a reasonable rate from other reserves, precisely in the same 
manner as tbey would purchase coal from a coal mine, thereby obtaining the power 
of cultivating the whole area of their land, instead of making special reserves for 
the purpose of fuel and fencing r-It would be well if such districts as were not fit 
for cultivation were reserved by the Crown, and a certain number of acres leased 
to the settlers, with the priviiege of cntting a proportion of it each year. I wish to 
he distinctly understood that my reason for recommending 50 acres for a family is 
entirely in consideration of the family being absolute paupers, and that in any 
township in Upper Canada where I have been, there is so great a proportion of 
land unfit for cultivation, that it appears to me too profuse to give 100 acres,where 
it is good, to one pauper family only. 

421)0, In how many years do you think a single pauper family can bring 50 acres 
into cultivation ?-From the observations I have had an opportunity of making, 
they would not bring into cultivation more than 20 acres on an average at the end 
61 seven years. 

4281. Do you not consider that it would be much more desirable for the interest 
of the settlers as well as the colony, that 50 acres should be fully cultivated, 
tban 100 partially ?-I know, from my m\'ll experience, that I should have a greater 
produce from .50 acres 'rell cultivated than from 100 imperfectly, as is too much 
the case in Canuda, and must be acknowledged by strangers who have visited it. 

lUr. Roswell lI1011llt; Examined. 

4282 , ARE you of opinion that if a reserve be made for wood in the manner 
contemplated, 50 acres tor each pauper emigrant's family, having no other capital 
than that proposed to be advanced, would ue amply sufficient for all purposes, 
supposing that the Crown reserved in each district wood enough to supply a certain 
proportion of the wants of that district whenever it may be necessary to cultivate 
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the whole of the area of those 50 acre, ?-Th(' question was put to me tile other 
day; after 1 went away I consider~d it maturely ~n the way in which it was put to 
me. I have heard the evidence whIch bas been g-Iven to-day,. but. I have not heard 
any thing. which. altered my opinion on ~he subjec~; my opllllOn IS, that 100 acres 
of land \\ III be httle enouuh for each emIgrant famIly. In that country every farmer 
ought at least to retain 20~ aC.res .of wood _ land for timber and fuel; this from 50 
would leave "0 acres for cultIvatIOn, that IS, for plough, meadow, and pasture land. 
In the part of the country where I live a man is .not considered lIl~ch of .a farmer 
"ho does not raise from 15 to 20 acres of ~,-heat III ~ year: and sprmg gral~ in pro
portion, say 10 acres, and l~any excee? tnat quantIty. fhus we see that iiI a few 
years each settler would cultIvate all hIS land every ye.ar; that he would be left 
without fallow ground, mead?w or p~lsture. In tl.lC sprIng of 1826,. I was called 
upon by a number of the emigrants III the township of London, ~VlllC~ settlement 
commenced, I think, in 181 S, to survey theIr lands, fro~l ~dllCh Circumstance 
I had a good opportunity of knowing the extent of theIr Improvements, and, 
generally speaking, they exceeded 2.) acres, and some ex~eeded :;0. I am con
vinced that these settlers did not commence under better ClrculUstances than other 
emigrants would with th(; proposed loan of lio I. 

Sabbati, 26· die Maii, 18:27. 

Till: RIGHT HO.'\Ol·ltABLB R. J. WIL\10T HORTON, 
1.'\ TilE CHAIH. 

Robert Stearne Tighe, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

4 283. YOU have resided at Mitchels Town, in the county of Westmeath?
I have . 

4284. You have property in the neighbourhood of Mitchels Town ?-I have. 
4 2 85. 'Vhat is the general number of the population in that district ?-I think 

the number, by the last return in the two parishes with "hich I am immediately con
nected, and which are both under the same rector, amount to between five and 
six thollsand individuals. 

4286. What is the amounnt of the acreage of those parishes ?-The acreage 
under the Grand Jury assessment amounts to above 9,000 acres; but the number 
of acres is greater, for under the late Tithe Composition tbey compounded for 
nearly 12,000. 

4 28i. \\'hat are the gelleral circumstances of the lower class of poor in those 
parishes?-Their general circuUlstances are at this moment, and have been for some 
years, very bad. In the year 182:2 I had a list made out, under the inspection of 
the Protestant and Roman Catholic clergymen, and two farmers of the neighbour
hood, and the r~lurn. was upwards of 200 person." having families. to the a~~ullt 
of nearly 1,400 mdivlduals, who h~d not been able to earn three months provlslOliS 
during the precedillg year, and they were then out of work; that list, v.ith the 
n~me ~f every family, is t.o be found among the papers laid before the. Reliei Com
m~ttee m Lon.don. I belIeve the labouring population of those parIshes to be at 
thIS moment III the same state. 

4288. ":hen you speak of those 2('0 families, docs each family rent a certain 
small quantIty of land t-Each familv that derives immediatelv under the propnetor 
certainly does rent a comfortable oa'rden at the least· but i~ the Jist that I mCII

tioned were included some perso~s wh~ rented as fa; as three, four, !il"e, and six 
acres, and s~veral who had.l~o ground, merely a hOllse or hovel. 

4 289. Ot those 2.00 fatmhes how many occupied land not more than to the extent 
of one or two roods;-That I cannot at this moment tell, fur they were not all u~un 
my own es~ate; but I have in my pocket a list of persons now applying fur asstst
ance to em!grate, to whose circumstances I can speak clearly. 

429°'. ). ou stated, that t.hey had not the weans of labouring more than three 
months.lll the year; you did not state whether thev had land of their own, from 
the cultIvation of which they might, more or Ie,s, derive subsistence ?-The most ut 
them w~re able to derive subsistence from their IIf)tatoc crops, but they were all 111 

the hablt an? under the .necessity of working, more or less, when employment was 
to be had. fhe great dIstress Occurs in the summer months, before the potatoe 
crops t;ome i~,. and when they must go to market with their money to purchase 
oatmeal, a~d It th~y have not work they cannot procure sl1bsiq~nC(.:; and lint state 
or Olstress IS at thIS moment apparently inevitable to a great extent. 

4 2 ry). With 
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42 9 I. With respect to your own immediate property, do you consider that there 
~s at this moment a redundant population upon it ?-Most unquestionably, either 
with respect to my own intere~t, or with respect to the existence of the individuals 
themselves. I have with me the rental of my estate in Westmeath, consisting of 
about 8,000 English acres. When I came into the possession of that estate, and had 
the letting of it in 1781, there were 62 tenants on the estate; they have tr6:bled 
since that period, not by my bringing persons in, but by the tenants having at 
different times brought them in, and by the subdivision to their own families. When 
I last let the estate I determined that every individual existing upon it should hold 
directly under me; circumstances at the time did not require the turning them out, 
though I was well aware the estate would have been much better managed had it been 
less subdivided; where there was no objection to character, I granted leases for the 
holdings of which I found them in possession, and they are now in possession of 
187 h(;ldings, in the hands of about 180 tenants; but independently of that there 
are still a great number of persons resident upon the estate as labourers, who are 
not included in the renlal, who exist in houses appropriated to labourers, and their 
rent paid for by their work, when work can be had; and the list which I have in my 
hand, of applications for assistance for Emigration, comes almost entirely from that 
class; so that in point of fact the estate would not be benefited to any degree as far 
as pecuniary benefit goes, by granting emigration to that class; if I could select 
forty or fifty out of the rental, who would give up their farms, and go to America 
or elsewhere, where they might he more comfortable, I should have a direct pecu
niary benetit from it, because I then might throw those farms into other farms, and 
have an improved system of cultivation; but I believe it will be found in many 
other instances as well as mine, that the persons who are desirous of leaving are not 
persons who hold land :-vhich they Cal? cultivate, but p~rson~ who hold merely a 
garden, and depend entirely upon their labour. Here IS a list of twelve families 
now seeking to emigrate, they occupy no more ground than el~ven or twelve acres; 
one or two of them have been removed from more expensIve holdings to single 
houses; the rent that they ought to pay me amounts to about 27/. or 28/. per 
annum. 

4:29?· What rent do they ~ctua\ly pay yO~1 ?- I believe, with two or three trifling 
exceptIOns, none. If they emigrate, they go m my debt 204/.; the largest arrear in 
that list, amounting to 80 I., had been contracted upon a larger holding, the man 
was incapable of continuing so large a holding, and removed to an inferior one. 

4293. The remaining tenants are in arrear for their actual holdings?- Yes, 
arising a good deal out of their particular cases; many of them have never been 
asked for their rent; they were habitually in my work, and I havinrr been unable 
to continue to give them work, have not desired them to be pressed t6r their rents; 
they do not leave from any difficulty they have with regard to their holdinO's, but 
from a difficulty in obtaining employment for their subsistence. /:) 
, 4294. As long as you employed those people they paid their rent by work ?-Yes. 

4295. But since that time, no employment existing in the neighbourhood, they 
are of course incapacitated from paying rent?-Yes. 

4296. Do you not perceive the advantage to those individuals as well as the 
proprietor, that would result from that particular class of individuals being removed 
because, by the terms of the proposition, there is no demand for their labour od 
the one hand, and on the other they have no capital to rcnt property ill the claos 
of farmers ;-1 considered the plan for aiding Ireland by Emigration, as it has 
been opened by the different evidence before this and former Committees, to be 
fraught with as much "isdom as. humani~y, and I have n? hesitation in saying that 
any effort I could make to contnbute to It, 1 should feel It my duty; but, if I am 
asked as to the question of my pecuniary advantage, I must say that I do not COll
'ceive that I should derive much pecuniary advantage from the measure; here at e 
twelve families which are to go away cons!derably in my de~t, which occupy eleven 
or twelve acres, and occupy also houses which cost me a consIderable SUIl! of money: 
three of the houses I built mystlf at the expense of near 1501., I have contributed 
a little for all the others; with a view to carry into effect the object of the Com
mittee, I cannot put others into the place of those, then the whole rent to be 
derived from the houses mllst be considered as lost; if the proposal for Emigration 
had come from tenants holding ten, twelve, fourteen and fifteeu acres, I should have 
a decided pecuniary advantage in doing it, because I could throw their holdin<Ts 
into comfortable farms, by joining them together, but I think that I might sustain 
A positive lo~s in the others; but at the same time I am (Iuite ready to incur tbat 
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loss for the evident benefit that would result to the poo; creatures themselves, and 
for ~hc manifest benefit and indeed necessity of removIng them and others in the 
same situation for the peace and security of th~ country and the lleighuourhood, 
though, I must add that the individuals in questIOn are and always have been well 
conducted. 

4:lq7. You have stated to theCOlllmittee very clearly the con~rast between small 
farmers occupying fourteen or fifteen acres, and labourers occupymg a dwelling with 
a very ,mall portion of land;. in the latter case, the removal of those labourers will 
not give much facility to the lInprO\"ement contemplated under the sy~tern at larger 
farms, but at the same time, if those labourers have no employment whereby they 
can procure a rent, it i~ di~clllt to unde,rstand how those houses, can be of any 
advantage to you, and, 11,1 pomt of fact, wl~1 not t~e necessary repaIrs lead to ~ore 
expen,-e than the rent winch, ,unner the ~artl~ular clr~umstances, you ,have ~ny TIght 
to expect from the tenants ,- i\I Y obJec~ IS to pomt ~ut, to ~he Comm,Ittee how 
much the inducement to landlords to eontnlJUte to the Ell1IgratlOn must, In a IlJere 
pecuniary point of view, depend upon the class fmlll which the emigrants may be 
taken, I do not consiner those houses as at all in that class of holdings which are 
to he taken into consideration as affecting the general system of managing Jand to 
most advantage for the owner; they \\ere all lauourel:s, "'110 were well employed 
when the country was in a state of less general depress!on, The country ouglJt to be 
in a state to atford prollta\,le emploympnt to that class, and may be so again; for 
se\'eral years the famIlies nolV seeking to emigrate, from the number of tllem that 
were in constant work, migllt have earned 4/. 148. per week, each head of a family 
earning .'}s., the children lesser sums, varying according to their ages; they of late 
years, and now, call1lot have a certainty of earning even 408. per week for the 
support of the twelve families comprising seventy-eight individuals. 

4298. Taking into consideration all the various reasons, both with reference to 
the .~eneral interests of Ireland as a country, and with reference to the security of 
local districts ami the ultimate improvement of the property as involved in an 
improvetl system of cultivation, ~hould you feel it to ue your interest to subscribe 
at the rate of 4/, per head, that is 20 I, per family, a family consisting of a man, a 
woman, and three chiltlren, for the purpose of removing such extra tenantry or 
labourers by emigra:ion :-1 think it "ill appear very clearly. that when the land
lords come to decide upon that question, if they decide on pecuniary interest alone, 
they will decide on tbe very principle to which I have directed the attention of the 
Committee, namely, the distinction between the classes that may be disposed to go 
or not; it is very clear that it would not, ill a pecuniary point of vie\\', be worth my 
while to pay much for the removal of those specific individuals; but at the same time 
I feel that I bave an interest, anti a pecunidry interest, ill tbe preservation of the 
peace of the country; I bold the peae.: of the country, or the security of property, 
to be utterly incompatible lI'ith the existing state of the population of Ireland 
gellerally; and in th~t, county with \\hich I a~ best acquainted, we have had ~'i~hin 
the la,t week an add~tlOnal proof of the probability of the truth of that OpInIOn, 
t0r ~\',e have bel'll ~b!Jged to augment the constabulary force of the cou~ty by ~fty 
addItIonal men, bemg the seconn if not the third aU(7)nentation of that force smce 
its institution; it is utterly impossible that tbose who have any thinU' in that country 
can be ~afe from plunder, or from scenes worse than plunder, if ~oll1ething is not 
done eIther ?y removal of the redundant populatioll to places where they, can 
bon~stly SUbSI~t, or som~ means, of furnishing employment in Ireland prOVIded. 
I tlJlnk that, m every pomt of VIew, the measures which have been opened for 
Emigration are Iik,ely, and particularly if combined with others, to be productive of 
the greatest benefit; I ~nly lament, and I believe the country laments, that they 
are not carr!ed more rapIdly an?Jather lllore extensively into execution. , , 

42 99, "', hen y~u, sta~e, that m your opinion such is the unfortunate condItIon of 
tlle, poplllatlO~, a~ls.mg trom excessive numbers and want of employment, that con
fUSIOn and mlscillef must ensue unless some change tal<cs place, can you loo~ to 
any, otller re~O,urce except that of Emigration for tbe absorption of those persons r
It IS my opllllon that a sys~em of Emigration should form a part of any, system 
th~t o~ght to be adopt,ed, I\'lt~ respect to Ireland; it is a positive good i,n Itself so 
tal as It goes, under eXlstma CIrcumstances but it would operate with infiOltely more 
effect combined with other ~neasures. ' 

4300. In referring to those measures, do you refer to measures calculated to 
prev.ent the recu~r~nce of th~ production of such superabundant population, or 
measures of a pol!tIcalnature r-I refer to measures calculated to'produce wha~ I 

conceive 
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conceive to be the object of this Committee, and they may be comprised under 
a few heads: First, To relieve, by gradual and as extensive means as may be prac
ticable that country from the evils and consequent distress resulting from a popu
lation ;edundant beyond its present sources of employment. Secondly, To render 
the plan, as far as possible, conducive to the ameliora.tion of the system of territ~rial 
mana"ement in that country, and gt'nerall y to the Improvement of the relatIOns 
betwe~n landlord and tenant, and the improvement of the habits and feelings of the 
peasantry, as well towards their landlords as towards thc constituted authorities, 
and to the more due subordination of the people to the laws. Thirdly, That a 
certain portion of the expense shall, in the first instance, be defrayed by the' 
emirrrants, or by the proprietors of the lands from whence they may be removed; 
the ~xtent of such charge to be limited, and, if necessary, advanced uy Government 
on security for the repayment within a given time. }'ourthly, That the system shall 
be carried into effect with the entire voluntary assent of those who emigrate, as 
much as possible to their satisfaction, and with certainty and economy in the 
execution. Fifthly, That measures sball be taken, with the concurrence and assist
ance of proprietors and landholders, to prevent a recurrence of the same evil of a 
redundant population by such measures as may afford a reasonable security that 
the places of the emigrants shall not be supplied by another pauper population. 
All these objects 1 hope and believe to be attainable by a system, of which Emigra
tiDn would form an essential branch. 

43 0 1. Supposing that the contribution on the part of Irish proprietors was to 
amouut to 20 t. per family of five persons, or 4/. per head, are you of opinion that 
it would be inconvenient to pass a Jaw enabling settled property to he charged with 
a long annuity for 60 years, on which the money Ilecessary for emigration might be 
advanced, for exalllple, an annuity of It. a year for bo years would raise a sum of 
20 t.; are you of opinion that proprietors with settled property would be lIlore 
disposed to charge their properties under an Act of Parliament for a period of 60 
years at the rate of 11. per annum for each family, or would prefer paying down 
the money ?-I should prefer, that for seven years an annuity of 3t. 10 s., if so 
much would be necessary, should be paid, and that I think would not require an 
Act of Parliament; I think that ample security might be given, that such an annuity 
shall be levied for seven years upon the townland from \\hence the Emigraut re
moved. Speaking of the two counties with which I am most conversant, it might 
be levied by the ordinary Grand .Jury collector, cr by the ordinary collector~ of 
church rates in the parish, without any difficulty in the world. And 1 think the 
course which would bring the plan 1Il0st rapidly into execution and effect, which is 
a very great point with respect to the present state of Ireland, l\'Ould be, that Go
vernment should be pleased in the first imtance to decide upon the lIullluer that 
they could locate in the next twelve months; then they should distrihute that number 
among the counties; it would not be very material to be very accurate in the dis
tribution in the tirst instance, for in the progress it 1V0uld correct itself; I contem
plate the continuance of Emigration for several years, and I would rather have 
a gradual emigration continued for a greater number of yl'ar~, than attempt a more 
rapid and greater emi)!;ration in the first instance; but I Ilouid have the number 
that Government think they could locate in twelve months distributed amonrr the 
different counties, for I think it is an objection to the ~ystem which has been hitherto 
pursued, though I feel it was only an experiment, that it has been confined to a few 
districts; I think every county in Ireland should have a fair prospect of havinO" 
a proportion of the benetit; supposing that out of a certain number, 100 or 20~ 
locations should be allotted to the county of W e~tmeath or any other county, I would 
have a no~ice to that ~tfe~t sent t? the ~etty Sessions in the county, requiring them 
to frame lists of applicatIOns wluch nll~ht be made consonant to such instructions 
as Illight be issued wilh respect to the individuals. 1 think that Government, having 
once sett~ed the nu~ber that they would locate and allot to each county, might 
clear theIr hands entlrel~ of all trouble with respect to the emigrants, till they Ilere 
ready to go on board shIp. Feeling as I do how very desirable it is to brinO" Go-

. 0 
vernlllent on ev~ry pos~lble occasion in contact lIith the population of Ireland in 
a benevolent pomt of VIew, I' should be very sorry to see Emirrration separated from 
the control or the direction of Government, I would rathe~ pay :~ l. 10S. a year 
to send ~hese poor Illen off my estate under the direction of the Government, to be 
located m Canada, t.han a much less SUIll given to them to find theil: way as they 
ple~sed 0: as they mIght, for I am sure their being under the [ll~otectlon and under 
the superIntendence of a direct agent of Government, from the tIme they embarked 
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n board the ship till they were located, would be a con~iderabl~ ad~·antage to the 
measure. But I certainly would wish to see every cou.nty at o~ce I~forme.d tllatthey 
1I.ight send if they found it desirable, and if they dId no~ fin.d It deSIrable they 
would not be at the expense of sending them, that they mIght If they pleased avail 
themselves of the measure to a certain defined extent; the first year would teU 
whether too many were allotted to that county, and too few to another; it appears 
from Mr. Robinson's last evidence, that he chose 2,ClOO out of 50,000 who had 
applied ill the south; if it be laid down as a r~le that th~ south is to ?e the favoured 
district, or that it is necessary, from there hav.mg been dlsturban~es In that district. 
to continue to select from it, the other counties can have very httle expectation of 
timely relief. I have made four different applic.ations to .Government, to procure 
aid to send persons abroad, two of them were eight or nme years ago, combined 
\\ ith an otTer to contribute to a certain extent to the expense; the answer was, thar 
measures were in contemplation, but that notbing had been devised. I have twice ap
plied to the Castle since the year 1823, when the Evi.dence on .the empl.oymellt of the 
poor of Ireland was publi~hed. I know that cons)(ierablc mconvenlence resulted 
from that state of uncertainty; that would be removed if it was once known that in 
the space of a year, or whatever convenient time Government might fix for it, a 
certain number would be selected out of each county. 

4302. It would appear from your last answer, that you are not aware that the 
Emigrations of 1823 and 1825 were essentially experiments, and that if the 2,000 

lJcrsons collected in the neighbourhood of Cork had been to be collected in rateable 
proportions frolll different counties ill Ireland, the expense would have been doubled; 
thuse particular Emigrations, though they might have the effect of unfairly benefit
ing particular districts and particular emigrants (as they were not called upon to 
rCfJay) are to be considered merely on the principle of experiment ?-I am perfectly 
allare of that, but I mention the subject with this view, that I think it would be 
desirable to take the earliest opportunity of impressing UpUIl the people that the 
e.~periment having been now made, the advantages will be ditfused. 

4303. You appear not to consider that the Government have in no degree what
ever made up its view upon the subject; you will recollect that this is a Committee 
of Inquiry, and on its report being m3.de, that it will be for the Government to 
consider of the measure; supposing the Government should even decide on any 
measure of Emigration, the suggestions you have been so good as to give to the 
Committee milst be considered highly important ?-I have no hesitation in ex
pressing my conviction that Govemment will adopt the plan in some form or other; 
I have attended closely to the subject, and have had every thing which could inform 
?n the matter so much and so long before me, that I must think the necessity of 
11, so far as Ireland is concerned, so evident as to admit of no reasonable doubt 
that a system of Emigration more or less extensive must be adopted and pursued, 
t1l1 the evil call be lessened or removed by other means. 

5301' Fr?m y.o~r general knowledge of Ireland, are you of opinion that there is 
a.growmg dlSposlllon on the part of the proprietors to improve their property by the 
eJectlllent, wherever an opportunity presellts itself to theIll, of their lower class 
01 tenantry ?-There can be no doubt of it· but at the same time I think that there 
ill so growing a dispositiun, that if there is ~ot some means devised to assist them in 
that measure, and at the salIle time to save the unfortunate wretches themselves 
!·rom some of the effects of it, it would oe the bounden duty of the Legislature to 
lI11.pose some check to it; ~ have no hesitation in saying, that there appe~rs, in the 
eVidence before the Committees on the State of Ireland, instances of ejectments, 
and ~tfec~s arising from ejectments, which if carried to a general extent (but 
I belIeve It could not be, because I believe that the feelings of the gentlemen of 
lrel~lld gener~l\y would oppose it) I think it would be the bounden duty of the 
LegIslature to IIlterfere and prevent it. 

4305· A~e you a~are ~hat it has already gone to a great extent ?-I w?~ld refer 
to ,Mr. L.eslle Foster s eVidence before the Lords and Commons, descnbmg the 
e~ect of It; and Lord Carbe~ry"s evidence, giving an account of the eject~ent from 
LI~ own estate; and :\Ir. S~JJeant B1ackburne's, giving an account of the ejectments 
ot. tenantry/rom an esta,te In the county of Limerick~ it is impossible to r~ad them 
~\lthout b~ll1g stru~k WIth the dreadful state in which the landed propnetors are 
~lace~, with the. Imser~ble c~nsequences \\ hich may fall on the wretched tenantry, 

nd WIth the ~lalms whIch thiS tenantry have, from conduct and other circumstances, 
on the humamty of Government and the Legislature. . 

4306. Supp05ll1g 
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4306. Supposing that this system of improving property by the removal of extra 
tenalltry i~ carried on on an ext~n?ed scale, and no resources are a~orded for 
Emigration, are you, or not, of opllllon tha~ the ne~essary consequence wIll be, that 
all those ejected persons who can find theIr way mto England will come here ?
I have no doubt that that, or a system of pillage in Ireland, or extinction by 
famine and disease, must be the consequence j from one or other of these conse
quences there is no escaping, unless the people are sent to the colonies or furnished 
with employment at home j every day the labourers of Ireland, male and female, 
are flocking to England in search of employment. 

430j. Do you conceive that that practice is increasing?-I have no doubt of 
it j I never saw a tenant of mine nor heard of a tenant of mine in London, in 
former times, and I have passed a great deal of time in London, and my tenants 
have always had a disposition to find me out; but there are at this moment six 
or seven, to my knowledge, working or seeking work in London. 

430S. You have referred the Committee to the evidence of certain gentlemen, 
who were examined before the Committee on the State of Ireland; within your 
own knowledge at this moment, is the system of clearing property in action thro~gh
out Ireland?- I have been absent from Ireland for some years, and cannot speak 
with accuracy to that puint; but I have no doubt that the principle is in action, 
though checked in many instances by humane feeling in the proprietors, and too 
often by those fears the existence and extent of which mark the state of the country. 
I have not ejected tenants myself, but I have been reduced to very great distress, 
from the state of their arrears; and I have had occasion lately to sell a property 
in which there lIas an accumulation of six or seven hundred individuals, who are all 
liaule to be ejected, and can hardly avoid being ejected. A landed proprietor, if 
his income is very great or resulting in part from other resources, may bear the 
pressure of a portion of his property being devoted to these "LIlaller tenants, but 
no person possessed only of an estate, such as I now hold the rental of in my 
hand, and like many others I could name, can expect any thing but to suffer an 
immense loss hi!Ilselt~ or to expose the tenantry to the greatest possilile misery, by 
his efforts to do himself justice. The Tenantry Act which was passed last year 
threw great facilities in the \\ay of the landlord, but it came many years too late; 
if a gentleman or any landholder now gets his land fairly into his hands, I think that 
he will take care to prevent a recurrence of the evil j but the evil has been done 
during the continuance of long and unrestricted leases; on one estate of mine, con
sisting of 1100 acres, there were not above half a dozen individuals living on the 
lands when they were let, when they fell into my llands at the expiration of fifty or 
sixty years, there were six or seven hundred; the only thing I could do, under the 
circumstances of the country, was to let to each his holding, with restrictions 
against further under-letting. 

4309. Are you of opinion that such is the conviction of the majority of landed 
proprietors in Ireland of the danger and inconvenience of the present svstem, that 
they will come forward to concur in any practical lIIeasure for effecting a material 
improvemwt by means of Emigration ?-I have no hesitation in stating that they 
will be disposed most thankfully to give their assistance; they \Iill of course form 
their opinion upon the particular sacrifice they may be called upon to make, that 
will be a subject of consideration; I think that to the extent of 3/. 1 u s. pel' 
anllum, chargeable for seven years upon the estates that were liberated from a dis
~ressed f~mily, of a man, a woman and tl?ree chi.ldren, there would ue no difficulty 
III procurIng the concurrence of the proprIetors, If they felt tbat the emigrants were 
of that class and description which it would be advantageous to remove. 

1310. Do you. think they would go. so far as to ?cfray the passage of those 
emIgrants ?-.- I thlilk they would j but Illstead of paylllg the expense themselves, 
I would rather enable Government to have the superintendence of it j I would 
'~ish to have the hand and mind of Government in every part of the plan. 

Thomas Spring Rice, Esq. a Member of the CGmmittee; Examined. 

4311. DOES it come within your knowledge, that a system of remodelling and 
clearing of properties is going on to any extent in Ireland ?-In the parts of Ireland 
with which I am best acquainted, namely, the county of Limerick, the county of 
Kerry, and parts of the county of Clare and the county of Cork, I consider the 
':Iecessity of acting upon such a system' to be universally' admitted, and the system 
~~ 3K3 W 
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to be in pro(Jress or carried into effect in every case in which it is possible for the 
proprietor t~ attain such object. . 

43 12. Does the Sub-tenantry Act give increased facilities to the landlords for 
that purpose ?-The effect of that .Act is ra~her to ~revent the recm;rence of tilt' 
evil than to afford means of remedYlllg the eVil \\ here It h~s already ansen; and the 
Committee I~ill perceive, that where an excess of populatIOn has been created UpOIl 

any given spot, Iyithout facilities ~eing afforded for the re?Ioval ~f that population 
all the benefits which the Legislature contemplated 111 passmg that Act are 
suspended. 

43 1 3. That Act gives new facilities for enforcing existing contracts?-That Act 
undoubtedly affords facilities for enforcing existing contracts, but, as the enforcinf! 
of such contracts implies a dislodgment of a great mass of the population, in tl!: 
present state of Ireland. th~re i.s a considerable difficulty i~1 ~any c.ases in etrecting 
that object, though the mcll11atlOn to do so, and the conviction of Its necessity on 
every ground, public and private, is universal throughout the country. 

4314. It is a moral difficulty, and therefore not a difficulty in the law ?-It is a 
moral and a political difficulty, it is not one arising out of the law. 

4315. Do you know instances in which, in spite of those difficulties, such a prin
ciple has been acted upon e-U nquestionably, and those proprietors who in the first 
instance perceivtd the necessity of acting upon the principle, were enabled to act 
upon it without much inconvenience, for so long as there was but one person or a 
few persons Iyho wished to consolidate many small farms into one, and to reduce 
the number of the surplus population upon their estates, adjacent estates, which 
were not directed by the same principles, afforded to the population quitting their 
former residences a facility of settlement; but now, when almost all the proprietors 
are disposed to act upon tbe same principle, and even if they have not the means 
of removing the excess of population from their own pl'Operty, of taking the best 
care to prevent the settling of strangers among them, tbere is scarcely any means 
by which a poor man, who loses his former habitation ami farm, can acquire a 
settlement elsewhere. 

4316. Arc you aware of the existence in Ireland of any considerable vagrant 
population arising from the operation of this system ?-There is a considerable 
population of unsettled habits and characters. The effect of dislodging a certain 
number of persons from a farm in Ireland is, generally speaking, as follows;
The cottager dislodged, endeavours, if he can, to relOstate himself on the adjacent 
estate in the same position in "bich he stood on the estate he quitted; that in the 
present circumstances of Ireland is difficult; the next effort that he makes is tf) 
settle himself in some villae:e or town, as the terms of hi~ quitting his original lund
lord are generally the sacrifice of a certain portion of rent already due, or the yield
ing up to the tenant the cattle and other stock upon which the landlord might have a 
lien, the tenant is enabled to turn those effects into money, and with this money he 
settles in a \illa~e or a town; as long as that money lasts, which may pe.rhaps be a 
year or tllO, he IS enabled to get on upon the casual employment winch he can 
procure in the neighbourhood of the town, but the moment that money is exhausted 
~he distress in the towns increases precisely in the -same proportion as the It:stress 
10 the country is diminished. And I believe that the Committee, if they had the 
means .of looking into the establishments which have been lately set on fo?t in the· 
towns 10 Ireland for the prevention of mendicity, would find that the claims upon 
the towns are uecome very far greater, and the pressure of distress in those towns 
has ~ecome more dense. It may not be without interest to the Committee to learn, 
~hat I~ very many of those cases in which tenants are dispossessed in Ireland, and 
111 ~·hlch. they settle in towns, the small capital IIhich they have carried away from 
the!r agncultural emploYllJent, and which perishes in their hands in the ~rocess 
which I have endeavoured to describe, would afford a very considerable fund mdeed 
toward~ th~ payment of their expenses, if a regulated system of Emigration could 
be carned I11to effect. 

43 1 i· Does this transfer of the population from the agricultural districts to ~he 
towns, produce any considerable distress or inconvenience in those towns ?-Cn
question~bly; it in the first instance lowers the rate of wages considerably in those 
towns; m the same proportion it diminishes the means of comfortable sustenance 
and .support; by d~grees not onl.y is the mode of living lowered, but ~ll articles of 
furmture .and beddmg and c10thmg become sacrificed, and, as the ultImate :IJIIS~
~u~ncc, disease and feve~ of the most contagious nature, though not very ma.h~nant,. 
III Its tonsequences, prevails. An illustration of this will be given in tbe condition of. 

the 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM: 182;. 447 

T. s. nice, 
Esq. 

'the citv of Dublin; it has been stated from the best authority, that out of the 
population of that city, consist~ng o~ somew~at more tha~ :lOO,OOO inhabitant~, , 
60,000 passed through the hospitals, m con~aglOus fever; durmg. the l~st year. ThiS ~-~--~ 
calamity is by no mean~ ~on~ned to the city of Dubl~n; a.n II1v~5tlgatlOn of the 26 May, 
circumstances of other cities m the south, and I believe 111 Lemster and Con- 11l27· 

naught, made, not in the present year but in other years, would establish precisely 
the same results; and it is to be recollected that the expense of providing for the 
returns of calamity and disease, which are in some respects periodical though re-
curring more rapidly in a circle narrowing every year-these extraordinary esta-
blishments for the cure of fever-are almost all supported at the expense of the 
State, and consequently any assistance wbich could be given by the State for the 
removal of those unfortunate beings to another country, where their condition might 
be improved, is not to be considered as an entirely new expense, but as an expense 
in substitution for another equally questionable in principle, but less effective and 
useful in its results. 

4318. Is there any positive evidence of an increased population in the towns of 
Ireland ?-Tbere is no positi\'e documentary evidence on which we can reason, 
because the Poplliation Returns before the last year are so very inaccurate, that it 
would be impossible to found any conclusive reasoning upon them; but the popu
lation of the city of Dublin affords better data, for the subject of the population 
tras investigated by a most excellent man and a most precise investigator, the Rev. 
Mr. Whitelaw; and this curious result presents itself to public attention upon a 
comparison of the documents relating to the city of Dublin-it appears that whilst 
the population has increased the number of houses has diminished, which shows 
that the increase of numbers is connected with circumstances that prove the in
creased misery of the people; and from my own observation I have no doubt that 
universally throughout the south the population in the towns, and the misery of that 
populatioll, is increasing; in a most rapid ratio. 

4.319. Is ther.'! any apparent increaoc in the construction of cabins, in the neigh
bourhood of the great tOWllS ?-There is an apparent increase in the number of 
wretched cabins in the suburbs of the great towns; there is also an increase in the 
number of cabins in the mountains and bogs of the country; in short, wherever a 
distressed population are driven for refuge, there "ill be found an increase in the 
number of cabins, those are all of the most wretched kind. On a well managed 
estate, on the contrary, thne is a diminution in the number of cabins; and there 
is a substitution going on, I am happy to say in many cases, of respectable farm
houses and of house5 of a better class, frequently built and repaired by the landlords, 
and according to the English system of managing lands. This illlprovment of 
system to which I have adverted, can only be carried into effect where the landlord 
has the means of consolidating the farms and of removing the population which has 
c:--i,tcd there; in the county of Limerick, in some parts where, fourteen years 
ago, there was not a decent house, there are now Ulany most respectable farm-
houses. 

4320. A large unemployed population being one of the principal sources of evil in 
Ireland, even if Emigration were to dillJinish their number, are you not of opinion 
that other measures would be indispensably necessary to check the recurrence of that 
evil ?-Undoubtedly; but those other measures would arise out of the well under
stood ,interest of the parties. 

4.321. Explain your meaning of " the well understood interest" of the parties?
I conceive that a land!ord who could ~btain possess,ion. of his estate disengagf'd 
altogether fro.m populatIOn, cOll.ld establish s~ch a prInciple of management upon 
that estate, wah the help and With the authonty he has derived from the leuislature 
by the :renantry ~ct, s.uch as ,,,auld pre rent the accumulation of numbers upon that 
estate III the way ll1 which those numbers have, to our misfortune accumulated. In 
like manner, if an estate now overwhelmed by population ca~ be relieved from a 
Gertain proportion of it,. I think that the .Iandlord could, by preventing a division of 
pl:~perty among the clllldr~ll. of a fU!llIly, and the partition or the subinfeudation 
ot It to new tenants, the blllldll1g of new houses, the establishment of new families
by preventing these arrangements, a recurrence of the evil of over population mav 
be averted. J 

. 4.322. You think that a landlord who has once incurred the expense which he 
IS supposed by this scheme to have incurred in paying the passage of the people 
whom he re~oves to another country, would lIOt be likely to ex pose himself to that 
expense agaIn?- U nquestionaul y not; and this is the great ad vantage which is 
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derived from the fundamental principle, never to be departed from, namely, the co
operation of the landlord himseli ill pecuniary contribution; whatever sum he 
gives, to that amount is he boun.d to the. State t? prevent a recurrence. of the evil 
in future, and by the very pecumary sacnfice whlc~ he mak~s, we obtam a pledge 
of his sense of the evil from which he "'isbes to disengage. Inmself, and thereby of 
the disposition which he feels to pre~ent the recurre~ce o~ It. .. 

43 2 3. You think that the law, as It now stands, gives him the means of proVldmg 
against the recurrence of that, that where the vacuum now occurs, the means are 
afforded to the landlord of preventing that vacuum being filled up ?-I have no 
doubt of it; in a property with which.l am acquainted.' in one. county, consisting of 
between six and seven thousand English acres, on which I thmk the population is 
nearly 4,000, I have no hesitation i~ saying that if a certain proportion. of that 
population were removed, by the ordlllary manage.ment of. the estate. for the mterests 
of the parties concerned, there would be no real. difficulty III preven~lllg a recurrence 
of the evil. I by no means confine t~e observatJ.ons I have made \\'Ith regard to the 
general feeling and interest, as agalllst the eXistence of an excess of population 
to the landlords and i~heritors of the sO.iI, t.be farmers themselves a.re becoming 
just as sensible of the difficulty and the mischief as the landlords. It IS a common 
phrase amongst them, "We now discover that dairy cows are m?re profitable than 
cottager tenants." The feeling, in short, is IIniversal, and there IS a disposition to 
act upon that principle, except where checked by moral and political causes. 

43 24. Do you conceive there is any check to the extension of this system of re
modelling estates, from the want of a number of farmers of greater capital to replace 
the poorer tenantry who are displaced ?-I do not think there is; I had occasion 
last year to consider this subject practically, and I found that, without extend
ing my views beyond the population of the particular farm to which I then turned 
my attention, there wa~ amongst the occupying tenants of that farlll a sufficient 
number from which to make a selection, equal in point of character and capital, 
to undertake the management of the land upon the ne\\' principle; indeed in one 
case where it was proposed to consolidate several farms into one, and the pre
emption of this new farm at a moderate rent was offered to one of the occupying 
tenants who appeared in great misery, he made a tender of a deposit of seven years 
rent of the new farm as a security and as a proof of his solvency. 

4325. Will you inform the Committee the particulars of this experiment;-The 
case that I allude to refers to property in a county in Munster; it is the estate of 
an individual now filling a situation abroad; in his absence, the management of 
this property was left to a friend; the individual who was entrnsted with the duty 
of managing the estate found that a lease had expired, which had been let about 
sixty years ago to one tenant; at the time of the expiration of the lease, which was 
in the year I S26, it was occupied by eiuhteen families; upon full consideration, 
assuming that the principle upon which'" the new leases of the farm were to be 
made, \\as to retain the greatest number of persons whom upon any principles of 
justice to the landlord it was expedient to continue, it was found that six families 
were the utmost extent of tenantry which could be continued upon the estate; 
thus twelve families, consisting in round numbers of thirty-six persons, were to be 
rem.oved; that farm consisted partly of mountain and partly of alluvial and more 
fertile land; the proposition that was made to the twelve families to be removed, 
wa~, to. allow them the possession of their land free of all rent for one year, after 
whIch time they were expected to give up the possession, and seek for a settlement 
elsewhe:e, or, as ~he alternative, that they should have farms of five or six acres of 
mou~tam land hitherto uncultivated, with a command of lime manure, at the 
nom mal rent of 48. or 5 s. a vear for twenty-one years' most of the individuals 
emhraced. the alternative of "the' occupation of their l;nds for one year free of 
r~nt, and It ma~ be anticipated that at the end of that period tlley will remove, and 
gl\'e up possesslO.n of the land to otber occupying tenants. Calculating the whole 
amo~nt of pechmary sacrifice which is involved in this transaction, I have no doubt 
that It \\oul~ have been more for the interest of the proprietor, had there been 
a wejl-orgamzed system of Emiaration established to have subscribed as a land
lord for the removal of those t\\~lve families, tha; it would have been for him to 
have made ~he pecuniary sacrifice to which I advert, namely, a year's rent of the 
far~s occupied by those persons; and it will be further observed, that upon a C?U1-
pan~on of the two metho?s of attaining the same object, assuming the pecumal{ 
~acnfice to be the.same, III the one instance the evil is radically removed, II'hereas 
m the other the dispossessed tenants from this property are only driven back upon, 
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the estate of some one else, where they produce the same mischiefs, or else thev 
are driven in search of labour to England, which is a further consequence of the 
present system carrying on in Ireland. 

4326. You conceive the natural consequence of the working of the present system 
will be the sending a large number of paupers to England each year, in search of 
employment ?-T have no doubt of it; for if there be no other remedy, the landed 
proprietors of Ireland will be very happy, for their own sakes and for the sake of 
their tenants, if they cannot afford them the means of going to America, and if 
there is no adequate system of transmission to the colonies provided, to afford them 
a similar relief connected with tran~port to England; this has been already done 
in the city of Cork, where subscriptions have been actually made for the transport 
of the distressed poor in that city to England, and the facilities of transport are so 
great, that the very moment persolls understand what a relief they can obtain for 
themselves, though it may be at the expense of the pcoplc of England, I have no 
doubt it will be very ~xtensively acted upon. 

4327. Do you conceive that the emigration from Ireland to England has 
annually increased of late?-I believe it to have increased infinitely, and to have 
assumed a totally different character from the former emigration from Ireland to 
England; the Committee can easily form an estimate of this increase, hy consider
ing the enormous increase of the number of stearn· boats navigating between the 
two parts of tbe empire, and the diminution of the price of conveyance across the 
Channel; the three great channels through which this great current of popUlation 
flows are, northerly, to Scotland, from Dublin to Liverpool, as the midland station, 
and from Waterford to Milford, and from Holyhead to Dublin in a lesser propor
tion, because on those stations there are only Government packet", and by the 
southern passage from Cork to Bristol, to a very great extent; probably a reference 
to the accounts of tbe packet companies would enable the CUlllmittee to ascertain 
the exact number. ~ot only have the nnmbers increased, but I consider the 
character of the Emigration to have changed also; in the former years, the Iri,h 
labourers who came over to England, carne over for the harvest, and returned 
again, because they were in those former times possessors of small farms in that 
country, but the new Emigration, namely, the ellligration of pp.rwns II ho ba\"e lost 
tiJeir farms, has a tendency to produce a settlement of the poor Irish in England; 
they come over, not for the purpose of earning tb~ir money in harvest, amt returtl
ing ;lgain to Ireland, tbough some and many of them still come in that character, 
but tbere is another class of emigrants wbo come over, if possible, to fix here and 
rem 3in; of that class, it is true tbat there is a forced return produced under the opera
tion of the Poor Laws. I should wish to add thc taking into account the difference 
of \\'agespaid for labour in the tl1'O parts of the United Empire, and the extraor
dinary facilities and cheapness ,,·ith which the population of Ireland can now be 
transported or can transport thclllselves into Great Britaill; unless there is some 
tilcility afForded for the emigration of the Iri,h poor to the colonies, there will be 
all increasing number of Irish poor annllally claiming a settlement in this country, 
and the tendency of the entire system II·ill be to 101ler the rate of wages in Enuland 
to tbe level of tbo~e in Irdaml, or to a llliddle puint uetween both, and th~s to 
degrade the habits and condition of the people of England in that precise propor-· 
tion. Adverting to this consideration, I should conceive any effort made to encourage 
eimgration from tbis country, especially in the mdnufacturing districts, to be le6s 
efficaciolls for the purposes for which it is intended, than assisting ill the emigration 
of the poor from Ireland, the la~ter plan having a tendency to raise the rate of lI'acres 
in Ireland, and to diminish then:oy the inducement to settlement in England, tl~ld 
while it assists in the improvement of the condition of Ireland, to prevent the 
degradation of the working classes in England, to which I have adverted . 

. 43 28. Is there a great quantity of property in Ireland which is annualiy coming 
WIthin the power of the landlords to remodel ;-Unquestionably there is; the old" 
$j'stem of managing Irish estates was by granting leases for three lives,' those leases 
a~efalling ill daily, and the case which I have already adverted to is an example 
&t ?ne of those, namely, a lease made about sixty years ago, on which a great popu
latIOn had accummulatei, and which fell in in the year 1826. I know a curious 
example of it on a property in the county of Kerry. with which I am acquainted, 
a sUlall farm which had been let about the year 1760, almost as a g.ift, to an old ser
"ant, consisted of six acres of good land; when it fell out of lease three or four years 
ago, the population on those six acres amounted to 36 persons; that farm is now ill 
tLe possession of one individual, who has built an excellent farm-house upon it, and 
1.,0.) L lives 
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lives respectably and comfortably; 'I'hat has become ?f t~e 36 ~ersons who were all 
removed, I know not. These examples of the termmatlOn of leases are general 
throughout the country. 

4329. What do you understan? to be the feeli~g of the p~ople themselves upon 
this subject ?-U niversall y that ot the ?eepest anxIety to obtaIn some means or other 
of transferrin cr themselves to the colonIes. I have already stated, that on the part 
of the people bthemselves, in many instances, there appeared both t?e disposition 
and the means to contribute to that purpose, and for a sum wholly madequate to 
their settlement in Ireland with a view to their eventual comfort, would form 
a considerable aid towards the expenses of emigration. I am enabled to state 
that such a disposition exists throughout the counties to which. my e~idence applies; 
I have knowledge of the fact, both on the part of the argncultuflsts, and in the 
towns on the part of the manufacturers, from b?th c!asses I have received ~arious 
applications; and on the part ?f one of ~he most m~elhgent ?f. them I had a~ mquiry 
put to me, whether 1\1r. Robmson's shIps were lIkely to VISI, Ireland agaIn for the 
purposes of emigration; I replied by inquirin~, whether, in the event of such 
a new assistance towards emigration taking place, there would be any disposition 
on the part of the people to avail themselves of it; the answer was, "Git'e us but 
the means, and half the country 70ill go." I have also presented a petition from 
some of the cotton and linen weavers of the city of Limerick, who had partaken of 
the general distress which was prevailing amongst the manufacturing interests up 
to a late period; the application that they made was for a sum of 300/., which they 
state would be amply sufficient to transport 27 families, that with that assistance 
they could place themselves with perfect comfort in Canada; they did not speak 
without experience, as many of their relations and friends had already gone, and 
the letters they had received from all of them were such as to encourage them to 
emigrate. 

4330. Do you think they would prefer emigrating to the colonies to emigrating 
into England ?-I believe they would, for, the accounts they have received from 
their friends have shown them that they can acquire eventually independence and 
comfort in the colonies with much greater certainty than they can expect in England; 
England they look to only as a resource in default of means of transporting them
selves to the colonies; their habits are more suited to the colonies, and less suited 
in all respects to England, besides which, the power which exists in England, and 
which is sometimes employed, under circumstances of severity and of pressure, of 
removal through the means of the Poor Laws, makes them indisposed to look to 
England, except under a severe prcssure of distress in Ireland, so great and so 
urgent as to make any asylum from Ireland an alternative which they are ready 
to embrace. 

4331. Do not the cottiers generally hold under written contracts, which have 
a long time yet to run ?-A life, and twentv-one years, is the common tenancy now. 

4332. ~Vou~d !llarge proporti?n of t~o;e cottiers, ill your opinion, be \\~lIing. to 
foreg? theIr eXlstmg con:racts WIth theIr landlords, if the prospect of emIgratIon 
on faIr terms were held out to them ?-I have no doubt that they would. . 

4333· What would be the effect of making the landlord by law responsIble f~r 
all the taxes, public or local, now chargeable on cottiers within the limits of hIS 
estate.?-I conc~ive that would indispose the landlord towards the establishment. of 
a cottIer populatIOn on his property, and, as far as it did so, it would be productIve 
of good . 
. 4334· Do you not conceive it would be a useful system in Ireland, that the ~ottiers 

Shou.ld come mto contact with the Government in tlie shape of taxation as httle as 
po~slble, and that the landlord should he made responsible?- Undoubtedly;. some 
~rogress has already been made in the adoption of that principle; the commutatIon .for 
tithe thr?ws the burthen of tithes on the landlord, and a proposition is ~o~ pendmg 
for !Dakmg church .rates a burthen also on the landlord; if this prmclple were 
~arned further, partIcularly in regard to grand jury assessments, I have no doubt 
It would act most beneficially on the interests of the poor, as well as tend greatly to 
promote the tranquillity of the country, by producing economy on th~ part of tb.e 
landl.ords themselves, who are the agents and the trustees in the expendIture of thIS 
pubhc fund, and exercise an ullcontrolled dominion over it! amount and ap
propriation. 
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Sir Henry Parnell, Bart., a Member of the Committee; ~xamined. 

4335. HAVING heard Mr. Rice's evidence, do you in the main agree with 
it, or in what points cia you disagree?-I generally agree with it. With regard 
to the proO"ress that is likely to take place in clearing estates, my opinion in some 
degree diff~rs fran: his, I think that i~ will be ~or s?metime very slow; in the firs~ 
place, a great portIOn uf the surface at lreland IS stIll under leases that have a long 
time to run against the landlords; in the next place, where the land is of an in
ferior quality, not fit for dairy land or fattening cattle, or good sheep pasture, of 
which there is a great extent in Ireland, it is more for the interest of the landlord 
to re-let it, when it falls out of lease, in small farms, than to let it in large ones, 
because he will in this wav obtain a higher rent for it; and therefore I calculate 
that the practice of lettin" 'in small farms will prevail, until such an increase of agri
cultural capital is acquir~d, that farmers shall be able to cultivate this description 
of land in a better manner; although this kind of land, at present, will yield more 
rent when let to a poor man in a small quantity, than if let in large farms; a good 
farmer, if he had sufficient capital, would he able to take a large farm of it and 
give a still higher rent, if he had the means of adopting an improved system of 
husbandry. I think another reason why the progress of clearing estates will be 
slow, arises from the general resistance of the occupying tenants to that practice, 
and the means that they possess of deterring landlords from carrying their intentions 
ill to effect. 

4336. Do you not think that that spirit of resistance is occasioned in fact by the 
want of anJ other alternative presenting itself to the tenants, and that there would 
be no spirit of resistance if the tenants had the means of transferring themselves 
to the colonies ?-I think there exists naturally in Ireland so strong a dislike to 
quit the land upon which a man is born, and such peculiar notions of rights of 
occupancy amongst the people, that a great part of the resistance is owing to these 
causes; but I believe that the main cause of resistance arises from the people not 
seeing any other lIleans of providing for their subsistence than by keeping possession 
of their land. . 

4337. Docs not the loss of the holding in many cases at present in Ireland, 
imply a total loss of the means of existence for tbe tenant and for his land ?-It 
certainly does, and for the reasons already stated, namely, the practice of clearing 
estates having become more general, so that the old occupier has little prospect 
before him of obtaining new land, and of being able to find mealls of supporting 
himself and his family. 

4338. Do you think there is such all accumulation of capital in the hands of' 
small farmers, as at the present moment is sufficient to displace to any considerable 
extent the cottier system of spade hu~bandry ?-I think it is increasing, and that 
it has the operation of displacing the cottier system according as opportunities 
are afforded to the industrious class of small farmers to acquire the land held 
by cottiers. 

4.339. Among small farmers do you include those who have merely a garden and 
a pig ?-No; when I speak of small farmers, I refer to those who have ten acres 
and upwards, 

4340. And they are able and willing to increase the size of their farms ?-I con
ceive they are every day becoming more capable of cultivating larger farms. 

4.j41. Do you COil sider that the increase of population which has taken place in 
Ireland, and its effect upon the people, has tended to produce any increase of crime, 
and difficulty in administering the laws ?-I am very certain that the distress has 
arrived at sneh a pitch as greatly to increase crime; the communications that are 
made to me by persons who are very well acquainted with the condition and habits 
of the poor people in some towns, make it quite clear that they are almost driven to 
the necessity of supporting their existence by pilfering and by acquiring food ill 
every sort of irregular way. 

4342 • ~-Ias this been felt, wi.t~in your own knO\~ledge, as an increasing difficulty 
~y the resIdent gentry and nobllity of the country r-Yes, I have had communica
tIOns made to me that lead me to think so, but still more so by the middle class 
and tradesmen in towns. 
, 1343".Do you t,hin~ that amongst these effe~ts may be considered a growing 
IIldlSposltlOn to reSIde III the country where the dIstress of the lower classes is pro
ductIve of such effect upon the higher ~-l have received letters oflate, which induce 
me ~o bchcvl', not ollly that it contributes to produce an indisposition alUon~ 
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absentees to return to Ireland to reside there, hut that it contributes very much to 
induce those gentlemen who are now resident to bec?~e absen~ees. I h~ve re~eived 
a letter from a Nobleman who has always been resldmg oJ? hIS estate, ID whIch he 
says, " '\"Imt can "e do? landlords will not surrender theIr rents, and, of course, 
a contest ",ill ensue between them and the people. Government must take their 
choice between insurrection and emigration; one cannot look forward without 
dismay; a residence in Ireland is b~coming a burthen too gre~t to be borne; it is 
bad enough living in the mid.st of dIstress; any attempt to relIeve. the p.eopl~, o.nfy 
brin(1s shoals of wretched belOtrs from other places; what must It be m dlstncts 
(and this will soon be the cas~ ev~ry where). in which, i~ addition to this, the 
gentry are living in daily apprehensIOn of their hous~s belO~ attacked and their 
families destroyed? ". e must le.ave Irelan.d to the poh~e maglst.rates, and perhaps 
return in some years, when f~111me and dlseas~ .and (If trade Im~~uves) a great 
emigration into Engla~d has unproven the condition of the countl}. 

4344. Even supposmg that the landlords of Ireland were to gn-e up the whole 
of their rents, and to surrender their estates into the hand~ of ~he p~uper popula
tion upon them, would that do more tban postpone the eVIl which anses out of the 
present state of tbings ?-Certainly notbing else. 

4345. And when it did recur, would it not in such a case recur with a greater 
pressure and greater danger to the State tban at present ?-Certainly. 

4346. Do you think that the sums annually voted by Parliament professedly for 
tbe purpose of relieving the wants of the poor of Ireland, but which, as ill the case 
of the Foundling Hospital, may justly be considered as a stimulus to population, 
might be directed in sound policy to tbe expense of encouraging Emigration, pr6-
vided checks were imposed at tbe same time against the recurrence of the evil of a 
redundant population :--I am of opinion that a very large portion of the money annu
ally voted under the head of miscellaneous services for the purpose of employing the 
poor, or of encouraging undertakings that may lead to the employing of them, and 
many other large sums that are annually expended for public institutions in Ireland, 
is productive of very litIe public good, and that if"the same amount of public money 
is to be given annually for tbe benefit of the poor of Ireland, it would be much 
better to apply it in carrrying on Emigration on a principle of aid to the voluntary 
contributions of landlords, provided that no aid was given except under an engagement 
to consolidate farms. In the year 1826 there was paid for public institutions in Dublin 
alone 90,000 t., for employing tbe poor on public works in Ireland 546,9221., and 
for bounties on linen and fisheries in the United Kingdolll about 3.50,ouO/. 

4347. What is your opinion of the probability of tbe existing evil of a surplus 
population increasing in Ireland ?-I think there is every probability of the actual dis
tress greatly increasing and all the consequences belonging to it. I see no reason 
for supposing tbat the population is not increasincr now as rapidly as it has increased 
during the last thirty years; J believe it has doubled in that period; although a strict 
calculation made upon tbe return of the number of the people, may show a period 
of 40 years; I am qnite sure that all the returns bitherto made are very inaccurate, 
and when I have recourse to my own observation of facts I have no doubt that 
th~ populat.ioll is now increasing 'at the rate of doubling in 3~ years; for this r!;:ason I 
t~lIlk t.h~ Illlseryofthe people must become every day greater, that the temptatIOn and 
dISPOSItIOn to violate the laws will become more oeneral and that tbe difficulty of pre
ser~ing. tranquillity in tbe country will be greatly inc;eased ; I also think that th.e 
emIgratIOn to England will be so mucb greater than it has ever yet been, that It 
must produce a general deterioration in the comforts habits ancl character of the 
labouring cla:>ses in this cuuntry. I 

4348: Have you been able to con~ider whether population augment; ill the same 
proportIon amongst tbe classes in Ireland which are raised above the severe pressure 
of distress, as in tbe classes of population where the greatest distress exists?-There 
are .no return.s sufficiently accurate to enable me to form a certain opinion upon tile 
~ubJect, but It stands to reason that in proportion as the people are degraded and 
Ignorant, a greater tendency to early marriaaes will prevail. . . 

4349· Tbe ~acility of communication by"'steam vessels between Great Entam 
~nd Ireland belllg now so great, is not the tendency of wages to find the same level 
III botb .countries very great ?-I understand there an.: from 15 to 20 steam boats 
pass ?ally between the.different ports of Ireland and tbose of England, all of them 
~arrylllg over poor IrIsh labourers; it is therefore utterly impossible, the wage& 
I~ the one c~un~ry being five ?r. six times higher than tbe other, sllPl?osing that 
ad that h paId tor labour was dIVIded amOI1f'st all the labourers but that It must end 

~ , . 
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in so great a multitude of the labourin!\population of Ireland coming over and settling 
in England; as to. redu~e the wll;ges of England. to.a very low rate, an? produce the un
avoidable necessIty of mtroduclllg a potatoe dIet m the end, and all Its consequences. 

4350 • Does not the relative situation of the two kingdoms approach n~arly to 
the situation of two counties divided by a river, with a bridge thrown across ?-
Certainly; a steam-boat may be called a floating bridge. 

43.SI. Do you conceive that there is any mode by which this tendency of the 
~migration of the Irish people to produce a fall in the wages in England can be 
prevented, except Emigration from Ireland, or a nonintercourse Act between the 
two countrics ?-On looking at the question merely with reference to the existing 
numbers and the existing state of things, it would appear that there was no other 
alternative; but, looking forward to new measures of legislation, with a view to 
correct the evil, I should say that a great deal would certainly be done by !\ better 
system of government in Ireland; since the connexion with England, the govern
ment of that country has never been conducted on any principle of common sense 
or common justice. 

4352. Do you conceive that any change in that system, however great and rapid, 
would remove the inducement for the Irish labourer to emigrate into England ?
My opinion is that the improvement of Ireland would be very rapid, if it was placed 
under a sound system of government, and that, in proportion as this improl'ement 
proceeded, the people of Ireland would find employment, and stay at home. It is 
for this reason, that if England means to protect it fr01l1 the evil which would follow 
from a great reduction in the wages of tbe labouring class, she must change her 
system as to Ireland. The great desideratum of all, namely, capital, would increase 
in Ireland both by accumulation and by the transfer of it from England, in a very 
great degrre, by establishing security of property; and I feel quite certain that the 
minds and temper of the people would improve so much, if their political condition 
was altered, as to produce a great change in their general habits, and remove much 
of the causes of the present evils. 

Frederick Carlisle, Esq. again called in; and further Examined. 

4353. HAVE you any thing to offer to the Committee :-1 have a communica
tion, arising from the abolition of the Paosengers Act, which I should wish to give in 
proposing more favourable terms for the carrying out of passengers in consequence.' 

[The same was delivered ill and read as lollo'i{,s:] 

" IN mv communication to the Committee of the 12th April, I j!ave an Estimate of the 
expense of transporting emigrant labourers to the Cape of Good Hope, in parties of ~oo 
individuals; each party to consist of 100 men, 50 wumen, and 150 children. I consic1ered 
that such a numiJer of persons could not (in accordance with provisions of the" PassenO'ers 
Act") be conveyer! in a vessel of smaller burden than 450 tons register, and conseque~tly 
stated the expense of titeir passage at 3,000 I.; but as that Act has been annulled, the 
same nunloer may be conveyed in a vessel of 400 tons, which I think would afford ample 
accommodation tor the purpose; and this, together with some alteration in the mode of 
provision, will enable me 10 reduce the Estimate from 3,000/. to 2,iool.; being a dif~ 
ference of 300 I., or 11. per head. 

" If this Estimate should appear greater than others which may have been submitted to 
the Committee, it must be recollected the number of adult males here propo.ed to be sent, 
is double that which has been generally contemplated by the Committee, being two men to 
one woman and three children; therefore the expense of a family consisting of one mall, one 
woman, and three children, will be in reality only 391. . 

" In stating- the proportion of \Vom .. n and children, I am obliged in some degree to con
fortn to th,' wi,lte, of the Settler~, for un their behalf am I here, in order to~ procure if 
possible, ail acce;,sion of ~v~dable labour, and not as the advocate of nlly "ent'ral s,"sten: of 
em,i~ration; on which subje~t [ would jlbt say in pas~ing, thut the ~;ape. i, no·t in my 
opllllon one of the most deSIrable places IrJ the world tor the deStlnalion of slIch an emi
g-ratinn, I mean one which would go to introduce into the colony a population of Pauper 
Landholders, if [ may so speak. Tbe country Ilever can admit uf so dense a population as 
more fertile and better watered soils; and at present, the only people [consider to be fit 
for emigrants, me capitalists and their dependents as hired labourers, by which means they 
can supply distant markets with a great variety of prodnce, on terms abundantly profitable 
to themselves; whilst the pauper landlord on the other hand, having no market near at hand, 
and .being unable to command those at a distance, is obliged himself to consume his produce, 
destttute of means to procure a rag to cover· him. 

" As the Committee are about to bring their proceedings to a close, I should wish to 
ma~e a felV observations on wbat I conceive to be the necessity lor some assistance to 
bCI;l1l1le the supply of labour to the Brilish Settlers at the Cape. I wish particularly to 
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impress upon the minds of the Committee my firm conviction, ~hat unless some means are 
adopted to effect this object, all those Settlers who took o~t cap,l,tal fr?m England, a?d by 
means of which they have been enabled to wlthst~nd the dlsastel~ allSlDg out of the lallure 
of several successive crops, will be entIrely rumed. I say r£lll be, because they have 
hitherto supported themsel,ves, 1I0t so much from the produce of t~le soil, II:s fro~ their 
private resources, which 01 course ~ust have an end. At the same tllne, p,utllng aSide the 
question uf labour, t,he prosp,ects ,uf ~he. Settlers may be saId to havc receIved a dawn of 
sun-shine. Manv of the ddnculues inCIdent to the formatIOn of a new settlement have 
been in a great Ineasure overcome, they have managed to get togeth,er con~iderable flocks 
and herds, and above all, they have a good chance of geltmg nd of the blight which has 
so long annoyed them. I ndeed I learnt from the last ,:ccoun~s I ,harl, that several 
individuals had reaped excellent crops of wheat and other kinds of grain. But what will 
all this avail in the present state of things? if corn i; grown, the expense of cultivation is 
so great, that the grower cannot sell with a profit: ."'hat will be the consequence! he will 
merely grow sufficient for the consumptIOn of hiS family; and to pay for the labour 
required in the producti~n ?f this (havi[]~ no otber means of procuring 1II0ney,) he will be 
compelled to sell part ot IllS stock. It IS clear, then, that unless the coloOlst can procure 
labour at a moderate rate, he will be obliged to consume his stock for subsistence, and mu,t 
inevitably sink, never to rise again. Nor is this my opinion only, but was that of the 
Settlers united, before I left the colony; and from cOlllmunieations since received, I !Jal'e 
reason to know it is one that still prevails, and that the evil complained of; instead of 
diminishing, is on the contrary increasing. As a proof of this, what can be stronger than 
the statement (already I think made known to the Committee) contained in a private letter 
from a gentleman with whom I am well acquainted, and with whose persevering exertions 
and great outlay of capital I am also I\'ell acquainted; viz.-" ~ly COl'll is shedding in the 
ear, and I can eel nu one to reap it; my wool I have offered to anyone who will shear it, 
but no one is forthcoming." This wool, by the way, i, from sheep of the Somh DOlI'n 
breed, of which thi, g~ntleman has got a vf'ry fine flock. But what benefit can he derive 
frolll his wool, or any production, be the quality \I hat it may, so long as the expense of 
bringing it to market (owing to the immense price of labour) exceeds its value when there! 

" Supposing it to be the case that {'migration is not absolutely requisite, that i~, in 
order to the relief of the mother country, I would <!,k, is not the well-being of a settlemeOl 
of British subjects in a Britisb colony of some importance? It may be said the cdollY is 
already abur~kn to this country; but I beg to submit, whetber bettering the condition of 
the cololllsts IS not tbe way "I' all otilers to lessen that burden, by rendering them more 
capable of supportiug their ol\'n institutions. 

" Upon the system of repayment pointed out in my communication before alluded t", 
the sum of 1,8751. will be returned in five years, lor each part\' of 300 individuals. 'I'his 
deducted from ~,ioO I., tbe amended rate of passage money, I~a\'es a balance uf ~251., a. 
the whole sum not returnable out of the expense of transporting the emigrants trom tim 
country to Algoa Bay, and for their convcvance thence to tbe settJeUltlll, about lOOt. 
would be required. If, then, thiS Sill all bl1lance could be raiscd e;tber from the conlributiulls 
of parishes or otherwise, I respectfully submit to the COl!llllil.tee, wllether it might not be 
well .for, the pu bilc to. guarantee the repayment of a sum of money to be raised by a loan, 
the fisk Incnrred In dOing which, in relation to the vast advantao-e that \Voultl result from 
such an application of it, is beyond all comparison small. b 

" The evidence bel;)re the Committee, of the great encouragement given to labourers, 
and the read mess WIth which the colonists would enaaae emio-rants wllose serVI(~eS were 
le?ally s,:cur:,d to them for reasonable periods on mod~7-afe terU\~, puts at rest the question 
of se~UI'lty for repayll1E.'l1t on tbe principle I bave dEtailed in a former statement. In con
firmatIOn of the l'vldence on this bead, I may mention a circumstance lately COllie to my 
knowledge. Mr. Phillips, who in 1820 took about twenty servants to tbe Cape Iro~ Soutb 
'Vale~, happelll~g ~n,the course of last year to meet one of them who had long belore Idt 
hiS serVice, In9U1red If he was out of work, as in Jhat case he should be glad to employ 
him; the IllHn s answer was, that so far from being out of work, he was then in the r~cel~1 
of :~61. per annum ~oney wages, exclusive of board and lodging. l\ow, this man III h,s 
natlv~ country was In the habit of getting about 3 /. per annum, and the gentlem~n III 

question Imed hm1 at, the rate of 8/. Here, then, is an ordiTlar.1J labourer in the receIpt ut 
reg~lar wages, t,welve tllnes, ~reater than he could get at home, ,and in a country where the 
ne;,€S~afleS 01 hfe are cO'lslderably cheaper. 

1 amhes.or ot!Jer parties contributing towards the remO\'al of emi!(rants, may, p,erhap'io 
be apprehenSIve of their returning upon tbeir hands; but from the Cape I can safely say 
very tel~ ~vllI r':,turn, and I will cite an instance in support of this opinion. Shortly before 
my dep<lItule hom the colony, I spoke on this subject to several of tbe people taken out 
3~ labourers, by, my ,brother and myself~ and inquired if they bad any wish to, come hom~: 
"hen they lepiled III the negative, with the addition" lIot if tlteyli:ere paId to dQ so. 
I should state" however, that about two years before this, one of their original number had 
retllJ ned to tillS country, and I am told by those who knew him before III' went out, that 
h,s appearance was so lIIuch improved, they scarcely recoO'lJized him. Now marK the re
}.ult, ~s soon as this p~rso~ heard of In y arri val in Engl~nd, be went post haste ~o my 
ather s ~ouse, to enqlllre If there was any p05Si bili ty of his being allowed to return With me 

:0, the Cape; ann such were the representations he made to his friends, that when 1 was 
,a. It It\ the COuntry, I received a very u:·~ent applic:,tiol1 from his parents to take uutlhetn-
:Ie ves and the,r 'lIe 'I I'" - , 'I" . are 

\\ 10 e rami y. Clerc It may be propcr to ooserve, that,(!reat laClltle, 
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alforded to single men and women wishing to return to England from Cape Town, by 
pas,engers hiring th~m as servants fo~ the vo>,age, and in this case the former not only get 
a free passage, but Irequently wage.s In addItIOn. . 

" This being probably the last lime 1 shall have the honour to address the Committee, 
I cannot conclude these observations without reverting to the great importance of the 
subject which has given. rise to them, and. I do so. for tl~e p,~rpose of imploring the Com
mittee to take the same IIIto theIr most seflous consIderatIOn. 

Ae:rander Buch([nan, Esq. was again called in; and delivered in a further Statement; 
and the same \vas read, and is as follows: 

" SHiPPING engaged in the TIMBER TRADE, &c. from the United Kingdom to the 
British North American Colonies. 

" From the United Kingdom to Canada 200,000 
Do - - - dO - - Lower Provinces, including New 

Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, &c. 400,000 

Tons 

" From Ireland to Canada, proportion of above 
Do to LOlVer Provinces _ dO 

Tons 

- 600,000 

60,000 
65,000 

125,000 

" N. B.-As many ships go out on a late second voyage, when it might not be prudent to 
send Emigrants by them at such period of the year, it may be propfer to deduct that portion 
from the total, and which I would compute at about one hundred thousand tons, which 
would leave five hundred thousand tons, and, making allowance for some ships with cargoes, 
&c. give umple tonnage, in the ordinary prosecution of the trade, competent to convey 
with ease four hundred tholl,aTld persolls annually from the United Kingdom to His Majesty's 
colonies in North America. 

" Since the repeal of the Passengers Act, it may not be unworthy of remark, the number 
of passengers that generally go now, according to the tonnage of the ship: 

" It i, thought that roomy vessels may carry, with safety, at the rate of two adults to 
every three ton register, or, averaging old and young, one persall for each ton, and at the 
current rate of ti'eight now, and which may be considered as a fair data, as even should 
the home freight .ldvance, it will not operate much on the ships going out in ballast. 

" A Family, consisting of man, IVi/,', and three children, will 
register burthen of the ship, at 18s. per ton 

req uire fi ve ton of the 
£.4 10 

Expense of \V ater Cask - -
Birthing, &c. -
Fuel, &c. 

- 17 6 
- 15 
- 4 

£.6 6 6 

" Or say, Tonnage for a Family, including 'Vater, Birthing, Fuel, &c. 
at 11. 6s. per ton, is - f.G 10 -

.. Provisions on board Ship: 

Provisions for 50 days for a family, of man, wife and 3 children, 
Irish and Scotch Emigrant: 

~ d. 
Oatmeal and Bread, 3lbs. at 2 d. per lb. 6 
Potatoes - - - 10 Ius. - - 3 
Butter, or Molasses, ! lb. 2 

3 Herrings ~ ~ 

13 ~d. p' day 50 days - 2 16 3 
----

Irish or Scotch Emigrant £'9 6 3 
English Emigrant 3 d. per day more 12 6 

English Emigrant - £,9 IS 9 

" Average equal to One pound eighteen shillings and sixpence a head, young and old, 
cost of transport, including provisions, &c. from United Kingdom to Canada. 

" London, 29th May 1827' A. C. Buchanan." 
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:"IIr.IVi/mot Horton presented Copy of a Letter from Lieut. Col. O'Hara, dated 
22d May 1827; the same was read, and is as follows: 

Copy of a Letter from Lieut. Col. Edward 0' !lara, C, B. to the Chairman of 
the Emigration Committee. 

" SIR, ,Lon-don, 22d May 1827, 
" IN reply to your cO,mmunication of th~ 14th Instant, I have the honour to state, that my 

family has been settled In Low,er Canada since the year 1764, and several branches of it 
havin!!: been !llUch c,oncerned I,n the s~ttlelllenl of new land .. ( have" through them and my 
own observatIOn dUring ~y ~esldenc~ In that count,ry, acqUIred considerable knowledge of 
it, and although my profeSSional dut!es have oc~aslOned me to be long absent from Canada, 
my communications with it has contlnue~; I will therefore venture to answer the q~eslions 
you ha\'c been pleased to propose, co.~finlng to Lower Canada th,e fe": remarks my 111 state 
of health will permit me to make, hrst, with respect to the ablhty of the Pauper Emigrant 
to repay the advance made for settling him on I?O acres of IIncultiva,led lanrl, furnishing him 
with provisiuns, for fifteen, months, utensils ,and, Implements for clearing land, and a cow: 

" 1 am of opinIOn that If he be located With Judgment, and due economy be obsrrved II ilh 
respect to the supply ~ade, him, he would without anr difficu!ty be enabled within seven 
years to commence paying Interest on the amount he Illlght be Illdebled to GOl'ernmeUl, or 
moderate instalment on the principal. 

" I have seen the commencement and progress of many sen leI's in the woods of Lower 
Canada, particularly at the close of Ihe first American war, and I scarcely evrr ob,erved 
allY industrious, sober, married m~1l who did not in much less ti~e, even without assislance 
from Governmen', enable hlmselt to pay more Ihan the amo;mt III quesllon, 

" [read with ~reat attenlion the Evidence submilled to IheCommitleeon Emigralion, as 
far as it respecls Lower Canada; and from my knowledge of the country I entirely and fully 
agree in the opinions given by W, 13, Felton, Esq, 011 the Eubjcct, and allhou"h [have nut 
the pleasure of being well acquainted wilh that gentlemall, 1 consider his" el'idence ., 
:Herling informalion, I have, &'c, 
" R. J, Wilmot Horton, Esq, (signed) Edw. O'Hara, Lt. Col. C. B,-

Chairman, &'c, &c. &c, 

Martis, 29' die Maii, 1827. 

TilE HIGHT HoxoultADLJo: It J. WIL:\10T HORTON, 
1,'1; TilE C II A Ill. 

Anthony Richard Blake, ES(l' called in; and Examined, 

4354· IN the Evidence you gave before the Irish Committees, your attention 
was particularly turned to the subject of the relations between landlord and tenant 
in Ireland; ill consefjuencc of the inquiries before those Committees, an Act was 
passed upon the subject, to regulate sub-Iettiner?-There was, 

4355, The distinct ohject of that Act was t~ prevent for the future those infinite 
subdivisions of land that were takin,g place throLluhout Ireland; has that Act been 
effectual in its operatiun ?-I am not aware of \\ hat the effect of the Act has as yet 
been; a very short time has elapsed since it came into operation. I should COII

ce~ve tha t the Act is ~o frameo as to effect its object, and to effect its object bene
fiCially for the occupylllg tenant as well as for the landlord because the Act not only 
prevents sub-letting witllout the consent of the landlord' but when the consent is 
given, it pro~ects the occupying or sLlb-tenant against do~ble distress, 

435?, Will you be good ,el~oug~ to state shortly the main provisions of the Act) 
-I, thll1k the ~ct may be dlVlded II1tO three parts; first, it gives effect to COVel13l1ts 

agalllst sub-Iettlllg o~ ~ssigning in leases existing previous to the commencement, of 
the A~t;, sec?ndly, It Introduces by operation of law a provision against s~b-l(ttJng 
or asslg?lllg 1I1to every: future lease, unless a sLlb-letting or assigning which takes 
place wl,th the assent at the landlord; thirdly, it protects a tenant who takes a sub
I~ase, WIth the consent of til? head landlord, against double distress for rent or a?y 
GIS tress, except for that portIOn of the head rent which the rent reserved from hIm 
may amount to. 

43) i' Will you be good enough to explain the effect of double distres~ ?_Be{or,e 
the Act, where a tenallt s~b-let any part of the premises which he held by lease, ,hiS 
sub-tenant \~'as not only liable to him for the rent which he agreed to pay to hIm, 
but he was hable to the head. landlord for the whole rent for which the head land
lord ori!!inally I<;t; and it was one of the grievances, if I may me the phrase, ,of the 
poorer people 01 Ireland, that sub-t!"nants were not only liable to this double dlstre3S, 
but that thc.v were often made to feel that lialJilitv b\' f)roceedin'1S necessarily har~h; 

• • l C it 
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it frequently happened that the occupying tenant, after he had paid his rent to his 
immediate landlord, was proceeded against by the head landlord, and had his 
property seized by him in consequence of the middle-man not having paid the head 
rent· the late Act, as to future sub-lettings, prevents this grievous practice. 
. 4358• Was not the advantage th~t the landlo~d W?S to derive unde! thi~ Bill, 
110t only to improve the nature of hIS covenant wIth hIS tenant, but to gIve hIm an 
opportunity of improving the general syst.cf!! of managing his estate, by ~voidi?g the 
principle of small farms ?-As the law ortgmally stood, the landlord, lettmg wIthout 
any proviso against sub-letting, might have his land parcelled into as many tene
ments as the party to whom he originally let thought proper; a gentleman not 
taking the precaution of inserting a covenant against sub-letting, might have his 
lands divided into small potato gardens. 

4359. In point of fact such sub-letting to an extreme degree did frequently take 
'place ?-Most certainly; it was very general in Ireland; it was found repeatedly, 
from day to day, by landlords ,,,hose lands came out of lease, that they were 
covered with swarms of paupers, owing to this practice of sub-letting. 

4360. Will you explain the operation of this Act enforcing provisions previously 
existing?-The policy of the common law is unfavourable to covenants against sub
letting, or against assigning; in consequence of that, the courts in which actions arising 
upon breaches of covenant were tried, must necessarily, according to the principles 
of the law, have faVOured whatever was calculated to dispense with or get rid of it; 
thus a landlord who took a covenant against underletting, might be held to have 
waived the covenant by many acts which the law would construe into a waiver, 
although not at all intended as such by the landlord; again, if the party once allowed 
an under-letting or an assignment, he lost the benefit of the covenant out and out; 
so that if a landlord made a lease to A, into which lease was introduced a covenant 
against assigning or sub-letting, and he afterwards gave authority to A to assign to 
B, even though he should expressly restrict the consent to an assignment to B, yet 
by that act he waived his covenant for ever, and he never afterwards could in any 
degree act upon it, though there were sub-lettings or assignments ad i'!finitum; the 
Act now prevents constructive waivers, and introduces a policy favourable to covenants, 
which the law previously discountenanced. 

4361. How came it to be the policy of the common law to favour sub-letting?
I presume it originated in the principle of favouring commerce, I do not know any 
other principle to which I could refer it, but we find it in all the books. 

4362. That is, giving circulation to property?-Yes, to facilitate the alienation 
of land; it is very Illuch the same principle which governs the la IV with respect to 
·common recoveries, by which courts of law have run through the statute de dOIli<;; 
that statute was intEnded by Parliament to preserve entaib, but the common law, 
by a fiction, enables a party \\ho takes land what is called an estate tail, to dock 
the entail. 

4363. Do you suppose those sub-lettings were sanctioned for the purpose of en
couraging population ?-I apprehend not. 
. 4364. But in point of fact they have led to a great increase of population ?-The 
power of alienation in Ireland has produced sub-letting, and that sub-lettina has 
.produced a considerable increase, and a mischievous increase perhaps lInde~ the 
existing circumstances of Ireland, in the population. 

4365. Do not you consider that on particular estates \1 here this sub-letting has 
taken place to a great extent, the pecuniary interests of the proprietor were pre
judiced by the existence of that class of tenantry upon the property?-l have no 
doubt of it. 

43?6: Doyoll think that ther? is a growing opinion in Ireland among proprietors, 
that It IS deSIrable to change tillS character of property ?-I think so. 

4367. In point of fact does it not often happen in cases where a lease expires, 
and the proprietor consequently regains possession of the property, tbat he is re
~trained from acting upon a system which he feels to be more 'beneficial, bJ a 
reference to the consequences which under present circumstances wOllld accrue to 
the ejected population ?-I am satisfied that the fact is as suggested in the question. 
I have known many instances in which gentlemen have been totally disabled from 
.managing their property in an advantageous way, by the mass of pcople which 
~he~ found upon it, ami by the total waut of any means of providing for them; 
teehngs of humanity preventing them from turning them abroad to starve or rob. 

4368. Is not the supply of labo.ur as compared with the demand, generally through
outIreland, so disproportionate as to prevent tcnants oftbat description, when ejected, 
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from being absorbed as labourers in other parts of the country? -So I understand; 
I speak, however, to that point more from hearsay than from any other source of 
knowledge. . 

4369. Under the present circumstances of propertY.In Ireland,. do you think the 
proprietors, with reference to the advantages t? be den~ed to their property and to 
the general condition of the ~ountry from the IntroductIOn of a system of more ~x
tended farms, as compared with the syste~ that has take~ place under the o~eratlOn 
of those leases, would be disposed to contnb~te a proportIOn t?w~rds the E~lgration 
of the parties who may be removed fr.om their e?tates, supposmg In the first mstance 
that the parties themselves are an~lOus.to emigrate, and secon?ly, that the pro
prietor is convinced that such EmigratIOn would produce the mdependence and 
comfort of the party availing himself of it ?-I have not heard the subject spoken 
of amonO' the landed proprietors of Ireland in a way that should enable me to form 
an opini~1 upon the subject as t? their fe~lings; if I we:e .asked as to my opinion 
of their interest, I should certamly say, It ,'ould be their Interest to do so. 

4370 . In the case of a landlord removing his population, and throwing his pro
perty into larger farms, would he not necessarily pull down the cabins of those tenants 
who were ejected ?-I should consider such a proceeding to be matter of course. 

4371. Would not that, in your opinion, be in itself a practical prevention against 
the vacuum being filled up, as it is termed ?- I take it that it would be most effectual, 
and indeed the only means either of giving effect to his wish to consolidate his 
farms, or to prevent other collections of paupers from getting upon his estate. 

4372. Do you not think that under the operation of the existing Landlord and 
Tenant Law in Ireland, an Irish proprietor has full power to prevent the subdivision 
of land upon his estate, if he is so disposed ?-I think he has. 

4373. Do you not think that facilities of emigration would encourage his disposi
tion to effect this improvement in his property ?-I presume the question refers to 
the cases in which land is delivered up with a superabundant population upon it; 
I think in such a case it would be a very powerful means of effecting his purpose 
in such a way as might be reconcilable ,,,itb his own feelings and the interest of the 
country, if means were provided for the emigration of the persons whom he must 
necessarily turn adrift; always supposing there is no demand for their labour. 

4374· In those cases of subdivision, must not breaches of covenant be tried 
before a jury ?-Yes. 

4~7 5· Should you have any apprehensions in your own mind with regard to the 
findmgs of the jury ?--I think the late Act is so worded as to render it scarcely 
possible for an action of ejectment founded upon an assiO'nment, where the assign
ment takes place under a lease subsequent to the comll1e;cement of the Act, to fail. 
I cannot anticipate ~hat jurors would actually perjure themselves; perhaps, if there 
was room for a leanmg, there would be a leaning in favour of the tenant; but I do 
~ot think there can be room for such a leanin<t, as the Act expressly requires that 
111 ~very case of sub-letting or assignment. yo~ shall rely, not upon. a constructive 
waiver of the covenant, but upon an actual permission given in writmg. 

43~6. If you were disposed to support the principle of Emigration from a pro
perty m Ireland, you would have no apprehension, having regard to the Landlord and 
Tenant Act, but tbat the proprietor is in rossession of fun power to prevent the 
vacuum creat.cd by Emigration from being again occupied ?-Certainly; I have no 
doubt about It . 
. . 4377· ~o you not consider that in proportion as the state of the labouring classes 
IS Impoven~hed and degraded, they become more reckless of consequences, and that 
early ~arnag€s, and consequent rapid increase of population, are likely to be the 
result ,-1 thmk so, and for a very obvious reason their situation is so bad that 
the~ can scarcely make it worse by marrying, the:efore there is not the moral re
stramt upon them that t.here is upon persons enjoying any species of comfort. 

4378. If therefore thiS poorer class of tenantry were to be removed, although 
their removal would necessarily improve the condition of the class immediately 
above th~m, you do .not imagine that that improved condition would produce ~he 
same ratIO of populatIOn as might reasonably be expected to be produced, supposmg 
no removal of the other class to take place?-In proportion as you incre~e the 
comforts of the people, so will you, I apprehend, prevent improvident marrIages, 
~n? th~s. check any population which is not founded upon a sound basis; popu
atlOn III Itself can only be considered objectionable when it is beyond the means of 
th~ country; and where there are those moral restraints which I alluded to in 
ad' o~n:er answer, the danger of an excessive population must be proportionably 

1ll1l0ished. -
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4379. Is not it a very common circumstance, that the landlords are obliged to 
sacrifice a large portion of their nominal rent to get rid of their superabundant 
population :'-:-1 h~ve known such .cases occur.; but I might s~ate t1~at my own expe
rience in Ireland, In the office which I hold, IS pretty extensive with respect to the 
state of arrears of rent and so forth, and I have frequently found it necessary to 
apply a sponge to the arrea... In many cases the rents reserved some fe\\' years 
ago have not .been recovered, nor ~ne-half of them; but I think so far a: my expe
rience goes with respect to late lettIngs, that the rents are pretty well paid. 

4380. Have you ever instituted any comparison between the amount of arrears 
upon an estate, and the state of subdivision of land upon it ?-In proportion as 
you find the land subdivided, so do you find the arrears high; indeed I generally 
find that it is only in respect of lands where subdivision has taken place to a very 
considerable extent, that there is a very considerable arrear; and I may say, that 
I almost uniformly find a very considerable arrear where a considerable extent of 
subdivision has taken place. 

4381. Will you be good enough to describe the connexion between the sub
letting and arrear ?-Sub-letting generally takes place with a view to extorting, 
from the persons who are to take, the utmost value that by any means can be ob
tained from them; the consequence is, that the people who sub-take, being very 
poor, and being also very improvident, undertake to pay rents very generally which 
they are utterly unable to pay; they have no other means of subsisting them
selves or their families than by getting potatoe-gardens, and for those potatoe
gardens they will give any llrice almost that is asked; this is taken advantage of 
by persous who look more to realizing immediate profit than the permanent in
terests either of the property or of the country, and thus lettings take place at 
rents which the people are unable to pay. 

4382. When you use the terms " extort" ancl " tuke advantage of," is it not 
the fact that the reason \vhy those poor tenants consent to give those rents, is their 
inability to exist unless upon such terms; and does not that arise from the dispropor
tion of the labouring population in Ireland to the demand for their labour?- I meant 
in my former answer to express tbe opinion, that this extraordinary demand for land 
was produced by the want of means to subsist otherwise, and that this arises from 
the want of a sufficient demand for labour in the country; therefore that it would 
be very desirable in every view of it, to enable those people who make those very 
improvident bargains for land, by emigration, or other honest means, to get out of 
the country. 

4383. When the middle-man, who deals in land, is applied to on the part of a 
labourer to allot him a certain quantity of land, is not it natural that he should 
demand as much from that labourer as he is aware another man would give him in 
the event of that labourer refusing to give it ?--It may be natural in a person whose 
only object is to put money into his pocket; but I should say it is not his interest 
to do 50, because I would much rather let land at a rent I should be secure of 
receiving, to a respectable person, than let it at a higher rent to a person not in a 
situation to give me a security for the payment of the rept or the due management 
of the land. 

4384. It follows therefore that the middle· man, who has only as it were a tem
porary possession of the property, has necessarily a very different interest in it 
from that of the proprietor ?-He has a very different interest, and a very different 
feeling with respect to the person to whom he lets from wha t the proprietor would 
have. One of the beneficial effects which I anticipate from the late Act is to prevent 
tbose middle-men from thus dealing with land; the consequence of that will cer
tainly be, that there will be muny persons who will be, not only as at present with
out a demand for their labour, but without the other means of subsistence which 
they now find through those sub-takings. 

4385. As an inference from the answers you have given, does it not follow tbat 
a well-organized system of Emigration must be in the highest degree desirable fOl
Ireland in its present state? - I think a well-organized system of Emigration, acting 
a~ auxiliary to a general improvement in the management of landed property, is 
11Ighly desirable, although, as an abstract principle, I should think the draining of 
the population of the country mischievous. 

4386. Although as a general proposition you would think the draining of the 
popu~ation of the country mischievous, do you think that that mischief can ever 
pra~tlcally take effect, provided that only those labourers are removed, for whose 
services there is no sort of real demand existing :-Certainly not. 

4::;S7. Are you not disposed to allo\\' that such labourers, however able-bodied 
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they may be, or h~)\vever willing t? work, are not of a?y ad~antage ~o the coun~ry 
until the period ar~lves when t~ere IS ~ demand for theIr servIce as l.tbourers, wIth 
a view to productlOn?-That IS my vIew of the ca~e. 

Sabbati, 2° die Junii, 1827. 
TIlE RIGHT HONOURABLE R. J. WILMOT HORTON, 

IN THE CHAIR. 

The Hon. Edward G. Stanley, a Member of the Committee; Examined. 

4388. ARE you well acq~ainted ~ith many ,Parts of Ir~lan~ ?-My acquain
tance with Ireland O'enerally IS very slIght; and m my exammatlOn here, I wish to 
confine myself enti;ely to facts connected with a single property, w!th which I am 
acquainted personally. . . ... . 

43 89. Where is that property situated 1-lt IS divIded mto three portIOns : two 
estates of about 1200 acres each, in the county of Tipperary, one near Cashel, and 
the other near Tipperary itself; and the third a small estate of about 400 acres, in 
county of Limerick, adjoining that of Lord Stradbroke upon the river Bilboa. . 

4390 • What is the sy>tem, with regard to leases, which has been followed upon that 
property?-Untillatelya system was pursued, very common ip. Ireland, of letting 
large farms upon long leases of thirty-one years or three lives; but of late years 
it has been decided to put every possible stop to sub-letting, and in no case to 
grant leases exceeding twenty-one years duration. It was found, in consequence 
of the former system, that at the expiration of the lease the land was covered with 
a dense population of paupers, who, having exhausted the small portion of land 
which they held, had just been able to pay the high rents demanded by the middle
men, and were left, upon losing their farms, in a state of utter destitution. Some 
of these it was necessary to dispossess, but in general it was wished, as far as 
possible to keep on as direct tenants those who had been there as under-tenants, 
only removing any for the purpose of increasing the size of the farms. 

4391. What is the average size of the farms upon those estates 1-They vary ex
tremely; there are some large grazing farms of 150 to 200 acres, but the ordinary 
farms in tillage do not exceed from 20 to 40 acres, and in general the class of 
farmers have not capital to manage a larger farm. Those which we have been 
anxious to remove, are the holders of very small lots, from five acres downwards. 
. 4392. Are there many farms as small as this ?-A great number; I remember one 
lUstance, where I found, I think, six families disputing the succession to a lot of 
ten acres, and all living upon the ground. This was a case when the 1ife lease 
had not expired. 

4393· Have you ever met with any instance of resistance in removing tenants? 
-As far as I know, none to the amount of violence; a few years ago a house was 
burned down, and the ejected tenant was strongly suspecteu, but it never was 
proved. The year before last a middleman was ejected for non-payment ofrent, 
and of c0l!rse it was necessary to come upon the land; some of the undertenan~s 
dr?ve th.elr stock and carried their hay off the ground secretly, to prevent .thelr 
be~ng seized, and we could not blame them, nor did we take any extraordmary 
pams to detect them; but upon the surrender of the head lease, the greatest number 
of these persons were continued on their farms and those who were removed 
went quietly. ' 

4394· Can you fo:m a!ly idea of the amount of population on those estat~s?
~ ca~~ot upon those m Tipperary; but upon the Limerick estate I made part~cul~r 
mqull'le.s last summer; of this estate of 4 00 acres, a large portiun on one side IS 

mountam, on the other a flat red bog, and the remainder a strip of poor land 
between the two; the whole had been let to one tenant under whom it had been 
sub-let again and again; and when the lease fell in, the ~opulation upon the 400 

a~res, such as I have described, amounted to 600 souls. As far as could be done 
without harshness, the numbers have been reduced, and the greatest care has b~en 
taken to prevent the building of more houses, but at this moment the populatIOn 
consists of - - Tenants and their families _ 200 

Under Tenants and ditto ~39_ 
Total - 339 

I. should observe, that these persons have no other occupation or means ~f sub
sistence ~eyond what they del'lve from the land itself, and the consequence IS ~hat 
they are III a state of the utmost distress and misery. The nominal rent I beheve 

to 
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to be about 17 s. an acre, but for the last few years little or nothing has been paid, 
and it has even been necessary to go to a considerable expense at times of distress 
in sendinK provisions to preserve the~ from actual f~mi~e. . . . 

4395. llas it occurred to you that III a case of this kmd, EmigratIOn might be 
applied, and be of benefit ?-Of the grea~est pos~ible; an~ I am convinced that 
the expense to devolve upon the landlord III sendmg a porhon of the population 
out, would be amply repaid in a very few years in a pecuniary point of view, not 
by an increased nominal rent, but by an increased probability of its being paid. 
I should have recommenued as the cheapest and most effectual moue of reforming 
this estate, and the agent for the property intirely concurred with me in opinion, 
the sending a certain number of these persons to America, but that I was aware 
of the possible distress which may await emigrants, especially with families, on 
landing, wholly unprovided for and destitute; and I have waited most anxiously 
to see whether Government would concur with Irish landlords in some system 
which might clear their estates, be of important national advantage in securing 
the tranquillity of Ireland, and benefit the colonies by an accession of population 
and wealth. If any such plan be adopted, so as to secure the comfort of the 
emigrant on landing, I should probably become an applicant for assistance to a 
considerable amount. 

4396. Have you any reason to believe that the people would fall in with the 
plan ?-I am certain they would, to an extent which might be embarrassing, and 
within the limits of a very confined experience; I speak not without facts, I hav@ 
had frequent applications from the estate of which I have been speaking, to pay 
the passage-money to America; and last year I desired the agent to call together 
the tenants on the Limerick property, to tell them that I had no complaint ag'ainst 
one more than another, nor any wish to turn them out of their holdings, but 
that they knew that rent must be paid, that there were more persons upon the 
land than the land could support, and that I wished to know who were ready to 
volunteer for America, explaining the conditions, for the sake of giving their land 
among those who remained. In three or four days offers came in, I think from 
79 out of the 339 persons, and I do not doubt many more would have followed. 
We could at present eject all these persons, but, independently of motives of huma
nity, there might be risk in doing it to such a number; but with such an alternative 
offered to them, I should feel no scruple in asserting my right; and I am confident 
there is that good sense in the lriRh peasant which would Illake them at once, and 
thankfully, accept the offer. For the landlord and the tenant I am cominced Emi
gration is equally desirable, as affording the means of effecting that which mu~t pre
cede all improvement on Irish estates, the diminution of the resident population. 

Martis, 5° die JUllii, 1827. 

TUE RIGHT HON"OUHAnLE R. J. WILMOT HORTON, 
IN TilE CHAIR. 

Simon Af'Gillivray, Esq. Chairman of the Committee of Management of the 
Canada Company, being again called in, made the following Statement. 

I BEG to give in to the Committee a Prospectus of the terms upon which the 
Canada Company propose to dispose of their lands. 

[The Witness delivered ill the same, which was Tea£!, as follows:] 

" LANDS IN CANADA . 

. " THE ~anada Company, incorporated by Royal Charter, under the provisions of all 
Act of Parlzament, having contracted .with His ~ajesty's Government fIn' the purchase of 
the Crown Reserves .and other Land III the Provlllce of Upper Canada, and having made 
the necessary prelllnll1ary arrangements for commencing the settkmclJt and improvement 
of !hose lands,. Do hereby give public Notice of the same, for the information of persons 
deSIrOUS to emIgrate, or to conveyor conduct emigrants to that part of America . 
. 1St. The Crown Reserves, amounting to above 1,300,000 acre-, consist of detached lots 
of 200 acres each, and of blocks containing from 1,200 to 40,000 acres. The detached 
lots are those. reserved in the different townships throughout the located part of the pro
~In.ee, extendmg along the shore!' of the Hiver St. Lawrence and the Lakes Ontario and 
Ene, from the boundary line of I,ower Canada to the Detroit Hiver, a distance exceeding 
500 mdes .. The larger bloch are situated in the less settled towll;hip~ in the western part 
vI the provlllce . 
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2d. The other land is a tract of a Million of acres, to be surveye~ and laid out in "the 
situation which may be found most advan~ageous for settlement, m the country lYing 
between Lake Erie and Lake Huron. In this tract, no lands are to be reserved for any 
purposes. The whole, therefore, will be open for uuimpe~ed and ?ontinuous settlement; 
and under the contract with Government the Company I: authOrized to expend above 
45,000/. of the purchase-money in opening roads and makmg other public improvement~ 
wilhin that particular tract. .. , 

The Company's agents at the o~tports a,re furOlsh,ed With maps ?f the proVince, and 
diagram. of every separate tow~shlp III which any ot the Co~pany s land: are Siluuted, 
so that persons purposing to emlgr~t; ,may have, th~ opportunity of sele?t1ng u location 
suitable to their views or in the VICIOlty of their fnends already settled m Canada' but 
as, unless in particula/ cases, absolute ?ontraets o,f sale will not be entercd into in England, 
parties on their arrival in Canada wtll be perl,eetly free to choose between the terlllS 
offered by ihe Company and an,y other course wlllch may be r;commended to them. 

The object of tbe Company IS not to encourag~ or de,al WIth speculators, but to open 
access to the settlement of the lands by a steady, mdustnous, agncultural population. To 
individuals or families, or associations o! famili~s of ~h,at .descrip~ion, the Company will 
afford every possible information and ~sslstan~e In faCIlitatIng their. progress to their in
tended place of location, and every fall' and liberal encouragement In regard to price and 
the terms of payment of the .lands to be p~rchased by them. , 

The Company will not d~fray, n,or contnbute towards,defraYIng the e,xpenses of embark
ing emiO'rants from the VOIted KIngdom, or of conveYlllg them to their place of location 
in Can~la; but arrangements have been made with the Company's agents at Quebec, and 
at New York, to afford to emigrants, rec,ommended by the Cou rt o.f Dlfectors, or by the agents 
at the outports, instructions and assistance for their Immediate conveyance to Upper 
Canada bv the most expeditious means of travelling, and at the lowest possible expeuse; 
it being a-Iways understood that pecuniary assistance is not to be given, but that such 
emigrants are to travel to the places of their ultimate location at their own charge. During 
the present season, they should in the first instance proceed to York in Upper Canana, 
where they will find the Company's superintendent, and from whence, after having selected 
and contracted for the purchase or location of the lands to be allotted to them, they would 
proceed to take immediate possession of the same. 

From Quebec to Montreal, steam vessels ply daily during the seas 011 of navigation, 
l'rom Montreal to Prescott, a distance of about 120 miles, there is a good road, and a line 
of sta,,(' coaches, in connexion with steam ve"sels on the Lakes St, Louis and St, Francis; 
but emigrants with baggage, to whom eeonomy is an object, usually ascend the riv(,r ~t, 
Lawrence from Montreal to Prescott in boats, which they must assist in navigatin,g and in 
,towing up the rapids. From Prescott there is an open navigation by steam vessels to any 
pa~'t of Lake Ontario. So that the land journey of the emigrants would only be from the 
pOint of debarkation on the shore of the lake or river to the place of ultimate location. 
The journey to York would be performed in about eighteen days, and the expense for a 
society of emigrants would probably be under 3/, each. 

From N elV York to Lake Ontario the communication is more direct by means of the 
Erie Canal, and the journey could be performed in a week; but the passage from the 
Vnlted Kingdom to New York is more expellsive than that to Quebec, and there are re
strictions on the landing of passengers at New York which render Quebec the more eligible 
port of debarkation for emigrants who wish to se'ttle iII Canada. For the conveniellce 
howe,ver of those who may pt'eferthe route by r;cw York, Or who, ~n arriving there with 
the view of settlmg m the VOIted ~tates, may be induced, by the supenor advantages offered 
by ,the Company, to prefer a location in Canada, an arrangement has been made under 
which such persons can,on application to the Company's agent, be conveyed to York tor a 
charge !lot exceedmg 2/. each, all expenses included. , 
. The Inducements to settle in Canada are very deserving of consideration. The climate 
m, Upper C:anada IS moderate; and in the western part of the province warm, as compared 
with the cllln~te of England. The soil iu general is very fertile; the taxes are tntllDg; 
there are no tithes, no poor-rates; and every person able and willing to work can a1o:ays 
find, employm,ellt. , ,'V ages are high, pro~isions cheap, and any agriculturist of industnous 
habits" esp~clUlI,y If he be possessed of some capital, may reasonably look forward to the 
pos,sesslol,l, III a tew years, of comfort and independence as a landed proprietor, in a country 
\I 1!I~h enJoys perfe~t freedom in regard to civil rights and religious opinions. , 

,1 he Comp~ny ,will receive at their office in London any money which em~grants may 
Wish t? depoSIt, III order to be at their disposal in America, and bills will be given for the 
same" In s~ms of not less than 10l. which will be current at Quebec, Montreal, New) or);, 
and )' ork III Upper Canada. , 

For ready-money payments of the purchase-money of laDd a liberal allowance Will be 
m~ , 

,If time be required, payment may be made bv instalments bearina interest; and a title 
Will be given ~o soon as one half or" the price shall have bee~ paid, ~Dd a mortgage taken 
for the re,llIalnmg mOIety of the purchase-money. " 

If prelelTed by settlers on the large tracts, an equivalent annual rent Will be received, 
red~emable at any future period, at twenty years' purchase. '" 

1 he Company wlil open roads to all Jots to be disposed of in the blocks, and \0 the laroe 

thac~ of la~d; and such roads must afterwards be kept in repair by the settlers, accordJOg to 
t e, aw. ot the province. 
I ~o soon as arrangements can be n::ade for that purpose, the Company pr?p05e to er~ct 
louse" and make other preparations for tbe reception of .ettlers who may prefer purchasmg 
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lots on which iluch oreparations shall have been made, the cost of such buildings or improve
ments to be a charge in addition to the original price of the lot. 

To settlers wbo are well recommended, and who may in the beginning require assistance 
in commencing the cultivation of their farms, or providing for their families until they can 
raise a crop from their own lands, the Company'" superintendent will be authorized to 
advance, on security, the needful supplies, in his discretion, but only to persons who may 
be considered to merit the 5ame. 

The amount of any such advances, as well as the cost of buildings or other improvements 
erected or made at the Company's expense, shall be a debt, to be paid by the settler with 
interest, before credit can be allowed for any payment as in part of the price agreed to be 
paid for the land. ~ 

Situations for villages, in central positions, will from time to time be selected; and the 
site of a town, on an extensive scale, to be called GODER1CH, has already been marked out, 
on the banks of the Grand Hiver, in the county of Halton, and district of Gore, where, for 
the encouragement of early settlers, town lots of a quarter of an acre each will be sold at 
a moderate price, and one half of the money arising from such sale will be appropriated to 
defray the expense of erecting a school-house, and a residence for the schoolmaster. 

Fnrther particulars may be learned by application at the Company's house, in St. Helen',;
place, Bishopsgate-street, London, or to the Company's Superintendent, John Galt, Esq. 
York, U prer Canada, or to any of the following Agents of tile Company :-namely, 

At Quebec, - - - - John Dat'id.lon, Esq. 
At Montreal, - Messrs. Hart Logan, &. Co. 
At New York, - J. C. Buchannan, Esq. 
At Liverpool, Hugh .lfattllie, Esq. 
At Greenock, Messrs. Robert Ewing &. Co. 
At Bri,tol, - - - - DUlIiel W. Acramarl, Esq. 
At Hull, 
At Dublin, -
At Cork, 
• 4.t Limeric, 
At Londonderry, 

- Joh!l Astle, Esq. 
Sexton Baylee, Esq. 
John Carroll, Esq . 
George Duc/wl/all, Esq. Omagh. 

A. C. Buchanan, Esq. again called in; and further Examined. 

4397. ARE you disposed to think that an estimate may be formed perfectly 
satisfactory in its effect, involving a less expense than 601. for the location of a 
family after arrival in the colonies ?-l am. 

4398. Have you prepared such an Estimate?- I have; the Committee are 
aware that 1 have given in an Estimate before at sol., (as specified in my answer 
to 2d printed Query) which is the one to which J would more particularly call the 
attention of the Committee; I beg leave to gi \'e in this third Estimate, as one which 
in certain cases may be adopted with advantage. 

[TIle Witness delivered in tlie same, and it was read, as follows:] 

.. A fhir? ESTI,MATE for locating a Family in th,e Colonies ofN.orth America, of a Pauper 
EmIgrant from Ireland; each lamlly to consIst of man, WIle and three children' say 
3k full rations per day, for 450 days. ' 

41b. Flour, Indian Meal and Oatmeal, with Potatoes in lieu d. 
occasionally • 6~ 

lIb. Molasses or Maple Sugar -
1 lb. Pork 

\I Herrings or other fish 

For 450 days 
1 pair Blankets 
2 Hoes -
2 Axes 
1 Auger and 1 iron 'Wedge 
Proportion of Grintlstone 
Medical attendance 
Seed Grain, and Potatoes 
Log-house - _ 
Transport to location _ 
A young Pig - - _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Proportion expense of building store-house, clerks, &c. &c. 
InCIdents 

4 
2 

13! per day. 
is £.25 6 3 

6 
- 2 10 

16 

3 
5 

10 
1 
2 10 
6 

6 6 
2 - -

14 5 

£.40 

" In the foregoing Estimate, I presume that the Emigr:Jnt provides himself with a spade, 
a kettle,. and at least one pair of blankets: in fact he will have to provitle himself with 
necessal'les of Ibis sort for the voyage out. 

550 • 3 1\1 4 " I maintain 

Simon M'Giilivray, 
Esq. 
~~ 

5 June, 
1827. 

A. C. Buchanan, 
Esq. 
~ 



A. C. Bucliallan, 
Esq. 
~ 

5 June, 
1827. 

Jun" R. Elmore, 
lrJ. D. 

~--' 

25 June, 
1827· 

464 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

" I maintain, taking in the average of New Brunswic.k, Lower Canada, &c .. that 6/. 
is fully adequate to cover any expense of transport to lo~atlon, unless you select sJluations 
of the most difficult access and distance; and with prcvlOus arra.n~ements, and ample time 
given for contrac.ts, I have not the shadow of doubt but provlslon.s may ~e furnis~etl at 
prices stated, ta.klllg. prcsen.t pnee as a data; and I presume the ,Emlwant will fe~l himself 
more at home with 1115 herring and potato, oatmeal, &e. and a lIttle bit of pork, tnan alto
geti.er fed on salt pork and flour, the latter of which tbe Irish peasantry are totall!} iWIOTalll 
tif using with management. ., . 

" No Cow is introduced as I bave before stated, as It IS conSidered for the first 12 months 
the Emigrant will nol. poss~ss means of feeding one; a.nd it: he is industrious, he wiII easily 
earn by his labour the price of a young 2 year old bel fer III calf as soon as he C3n obtain 
fodder for her keeping. 

" A. C. Buchanan." 

LUlItE, 25· die Junii, 1827. 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE R. J. WILMOT HORTON, 
IN THE CHAIR. 

John Richard Etmorl:, M. D. called in; and Examined. 

4399. WHAT are you ?-I was very largely engaged in the manufacturing of 
coarse linens and cottons. 

4400. Where ?-In Clonakilty, twenty-five miles south-west of Cork. 
440 I. How long have you been resident in Ireland?-Twenty years alto.gether; 

constantly for the last fifteen or sixteen years. -
4402. Are you a native of Ireland ?--No, I am an Englishman. 
4403. You have been a medical practitioner ?-I went there as a physician, hilt 

finding about me so much mistry, I was naturally led to ask myself the causes; it 
appeared to me that employment was indispensable for the relief of the population; 
in consequence of this, I turned my resources to the encouragement of the coarse 
linen manufactory, of which at the time I knew nothing, hut, with a desire of being 
of service to Illy fellow creatures and to my~elf, I embarked very largely into it, and 
gave employment, directly and indirectly, to nearly a thousand people. 

4404. Do you consider much of the misery of the state of the lower classes of 
Ireland to arise from over population ?-l do not; it appears to me to arise hom 
the want of employment for them; I am perfectly satisfied that the land is capable 
of supporting more, under a better system of manaaement; and even under the present 
culture, the quantity of food prodnced is not cons~med there, but exported. 

4405. If a better system of management were introduced, the labourers would be 
employed ?--N ut a doubt of it. 
. 4406. Ex~lain to the Committee what you mean by a be~ter syste~ :- By an 
Improved agncultural system, and combinina with it manufacturmg estabhshments. 

4407· Explain to the Committee in "~at manner is aaricultural capital to be 
in~reased, ot~er\\"is~ than ?y a person embarking it for his ~wn pr~fi~ ?-:-By enter· 
~nse and capItal bemg applied to the land, aided by Government, as It IS III Holland, 
tor the su pport of the poor. 

4408. What is the reason you think discourages capital being employed ~n the 
manner to which you allude ?-As far as manufactures are concerned, dectdedly 
from not. having the most improved machinery, it is indispensable j machinery must 
be used m Ireland as well as in EnO"land failure havinO" been the result of the efforts 
made witbout its aid. 0' 0 

440 9. What is the reason that induces people not to employ machinery in 
Ireland ?-Want of capital. . 

4410. I-Joll is capital to be supplied ?-I cannot see; the only way to produce It 
would be bv Employing the labouring people reproductively. 

4411 . \\ ho would induce them to do this :-1 do not know. 
44 1 2. Can you inform the Committee of any circumstances connected with a sub

scription !or the re?'1oval of any paupers in the neighbourhood of Cork to .an~ 
part of thIS <;ountry ~-In the year 1826, from the immense falling off of the hne 
manufacture I11troduced in the neighbourhood of Clonakilty, where near one thousand. 
l?oms were employed, those linens were met in the market by a bellcr quahty 01 
hnen, m~de by steam machinery here and in Scotland; the result ilas been~ tha.t 
that busmess declined, it was found impossible that, working without machmer). 
even at the lowest rate, any competition CQuid be maintained. I ~ay at thc \"ely 
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lowest rate women anti children working twelve hours a day for twopence or three
pence, wea~ers working the sam~ numbe: of hours ~ould only earn from eig~tpence 
to ten pence ; even at that modicum theil' p~oductlOn could. not compete with. the 
production of the steam-power. The result IS, that the bus lOess has been entirely 
destroyed, or comparatively so, that out of one thousan~ looms employed,. I am 
within bounds when I say there are not now more than tlnrty or forty. Dunncr the 
latter part of the last year, and the whole of this, the poor weavers have been ~up
ported by voluntary contributions; finding it impossible to continue that longer, it 
was conceived by a committee formed in Clonakilty, that it would be proper to 
enter into subscriptions to send them over to Manchester to seek employment, a.nd 
fearing that by sending them in large quantities they might be returned, the mode 
pursued was to send them over by forties, giving them money to pay their way and 
support them a few days in Manchester. 

4413. To what extent has that actually taken place ?-I think the second batch 
has arrived, eighty in all, and others are to follow. 

4414, With respect to the health of this population, what is their average state 
of health ?-Very wretched; subject to diseases arising from hard working and 
little food; to earn a very few pence a day, they are obliged to work a great many 
hours. I have spent ten or twelve thousand pounds, and have failed altogether in 
my endeavours to relieve the distress or to make money myself, in conseqnence of 
not having got such machinery as is used here, which had I done, would have 
enabled me to employ hundreds more people. 

4415. I\ otl\'ithstanding this state of things, and the depressed and degraded state 
of the lower classes in consequence of there being no remuneration for their labour, 
do you think removing any of thent by emigration would be prejudicial?-With 
respect to removing them out of the country, I think it would; my idea is, by re
mo"ing them to places in Ireland where the population is not great, the evil miaht 
be remedied; by thus removing them, and providing the most approved machin~ry 
conjointly with a good system of agriculture, i, what I consider would be the best 
mode of affording relief, and at a much less exp€l1se. 

4416. To what parts of Ireland do you allude, to which you would remove them? 
-There are many large tracls in Connaught, and other places in Kerry, which have 
been pointed out to me as requiring a much more numerous population, even for 
the purpose of agriculture. 

441 i, Explain to the Committee, if this be-the fact that there is a large demand 
or agricultural labourers in those parts of th~ country, holY it is that th~se parties 
do not go there themselves ~- The general Ignorance of the people, and probably 
they are not al\'are of the circumstances of the case, and the want of the necessary 
capital. With respect to the agricultural classes in the neighbourhood that I am 
mor~ acquainted with immediateiy, there are. numb~rs of Lrms .which would only 
reqUire two or three men for the purpose of Ullage, ll1stead of wInch there are eirrht 
or ten people; if the surplu~ numbers. were. profitably employed in manufactu;Cs, 
they would become customers to tbe agnculturlSts, and thus benefit all classes. 

441 R. Do you think there is any sensible progress of disease, arising from the in
creased numbers of the people and consequent deficiency of means to subsist?
There is no doubt that debility arising from their habits have produced more dis
ease; the alarming fever in 1822, and the famine that succeeded it, did not arise 
from a want of food ill. the cou~try, but merely fr~m the want of means to buy 
that food, for we were.1I1 possessIOn of a vast quantity of food at the time. The 
English subscriptions saved a million of people, I have little doubt, by enabling 
them to purchase it. 

44 19. Do you think the proportions of deaths have increa~ed, as compared with 
the births,. of late ?-There are no returns of any kind kept, therefore it is impossible 
to ascertam. 

. 4120 . From your own observation, would you suppose that mortality in general 
has Illcreased in Ireland?- Indeed I do not think it has, it may ultimately be so, 
for the diseases are chronic diseases, dropsy and disorders of the stomach, which 
prevail from the continued use of potatoes and water, without any aromatic or spice, 
as pepper, mustard, &c. 

4421. Can the children be reared in a strong and healthy manner?-They are 
a fine portion of the population, and tbrive well on their vegetable diet. 

4~~2. Supposing the population go on increasing to the same degree which it 
has ~~creased for the last ten or fitteen years, what do you suppose would be the 
conditIon of the lower orders in Ireland?-It is f],uite clear that unless some system 
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of legislation is applied, their co~diti?n will b~ most wretched. In Lancashire there 
is a population of 1,074,000, whIch IS two-thIrds more than anyone county of equill 
extent in Ireland; in that county they are supported, because tl.ley produce wealth 
in another way, making their loaf of bread, through the medIUm of a piece of 
calico, as positively so as the fanner who grows the corn or the baker who forms 
the loaf. 

442 3. Suppose the means of employing them does no~ increase so rapidly as the 
people themselves increase, what "ill be the state. of thmgs?-TI!e people will do 
as they are doing, they will flow over here to see~ It, a.nd from t~elr nu~bers oblige 
the Enrrlish artisans and labourers to apply to theIr parIsh for rehef or md. 

4424. You consider that a~ the last resort?:-Ye~. for peopl~ do not generally 
migrate from pleasure, but are Impelled by some Impenous necessIty. 

442 5. And that it "ill increase as a practice ?-I consider that it has increased 
within the last six months vastly. 

4426. Have you ever calculated, upon the ~ata of s? great an excess of labouring 
people in Ireland, and the great expense of mtroducmg manufactures, how many 
more millions of capital ought to exist in Ireland, before such a scheme of improve
ment could take place as you contemplate ?-Had the allocation of the money made 
by the Government to the Linen Board for many years been properly applied, they 
would, in my opinion, have effected the object. The Linen Board, I think, have had 
twenty or twenty-five thousand a )lear, for some years; that was used in aiding the 
dissemination of wheels and reels. the most trifling mode of employing labourers. 
The people soon found that they could only earn lid. or '1. d. a day; instead of 
engendering a spirit of ind ustry, it rather tended to produce the opposite effect, labour 
being inadequately rewarded. 

4427. What other thing would you propose ?-Suppose the whole of their grant 
had been allocated in anyone small town for one year, to establbh a factory with 
the best machinery, and the next yeal'5 grant given to another town, still taking 
advantage of the improvement of the machinery on this side of the water. 

44:28. Do the Linen Board offer premiums for improvements in the linen 
machinery?-They have, this last year. 

44~9. Have they not for some years done so for coarse linen ?-Wheels and reels 
they have always distributed; for the year 1825 there were premiums for machinery, 
but I am not aware of an v other before. 

4430. Do you know ,,~hat are the funds of the Society in Cork or Clonakilty 7·
Entirely private subscriptions. 

4431. Do you know the amount subscribed ?-I do not, though I could pro· 
cure it. 

4432. Only two batches have been sent ?-From the small town of Clonakilty, 
which contains five or six thousand inhabitants; but I know it has been going 
on some time in the city of Cork, I know that the city of Cork applied for the 
purpose of getting subscriptions to forward the same object, and I know there 
were a great many weavers from Cork sent over. 

4433. To what part of England ~.-To Liverpool • 
. 4434. And in addition to those divisions of forty eacb, you know of other divi

SIons about to be forwarded ?-I know there are other divisions. 
443.5· Are they to be all sent to Liverpool ?-It was considered the best port, ill 

consequence of the manufacturing district being so immediately in its rear. 
4436. Do you know how much a-head is paid for their passage to England ?

The regular charge, I think, is lOS. 

4437· Do you conceive that opening a channel for their passage. to ~anada at the 
expense ,of two or three or four pounds a-head, would create any dIverSion fro~ that 
channel ~-I a~ perfectly satisfied that the people would take advantage of ~t, and 
would go any wnere, for, such is the suffering they have endured for the last eight or 
ten months, they think that any change tbey can make must be for the better. . 

4438. When they subscribe to get rid of them at the smaller expense, by send 109, 
them to England, do you think they would do it at the greater expense in order to 
send them to Canada?-I think not, want of means would prevent them. 
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Jle1'cul'ii, 27° die Junii, 18Q7. 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE R. J. WILMOT HORTO~, 
IN TIlE CHAIR. 

John Diston Powles, Esq. Deputy Chairman of the Columbian Agricultural 
Association, called in; and Examined. 

44:)9. WHAT office do you hold in connexion with the Columbian Agricultural 
Association ?-That of Deputy Chairman. 

4440. You are aware that evidence was taken in the year 1826, before the Emi
gration Committee, upon the subject of emigration to Columbia?-Yes. 

4441. In consequence of that evidence having been so given, applications have 
been made to the Committee, by iridividuals professing to have suffered from the 
non-performance of the agreements into which they had entered with the Associa
tion; and a special instance has been referred to under the date of the 22d of April, 
of assistance having been given by Mr. Porter, His Majesty's Consul at Caracas, to 
the extent of loot. on his own responsibility, from a consideration of the suffering 
state ill which those parties appeared to him to be placed. Mr. Porter stated, that 
these parties were in the most pitiable condition, and that, situated as they were, 
they had no other prospect before them but starvation; he also 5tate~, that all of 
them assured him ot' their willingness to work for their support, but that from his 
own knowledge he can state that employment was most difficult to be obtained, and 
that out of the colonists so applying to him, not more than eight or ten had found 
occasional occupation, and even then they were but scantily paid, and too ire
quently not at all; that he tbought it expedient to allow each male and female, 
above tbe age of fifteen years, one rial per day, aLout fivepence halfpenny, and to 
those under that age half a rial daily, paying eacil family weekly in advance; and 
tbat he bad been compelleu consequently to draw a bill of 100 t. upon His l\1ajesty's 
Treasury for that purpose, and that ",hen the Lords of the Treasury receiveu a de
tailed account of the expenditure of the sum drawn, they proposed to call upon the 
Columbian Agricultural Association to repay the amount. As an abstract of the 
petitions of some of these parties will appear in the Appendix to the Evidence, the 
Committee have thought it desirable you should have an opportunity of giving allY 
explanation npon the subject yon might deem proper ?-Every engagcment which tbe 
Association entered into with settlers wbich they were the means of sending out, has 
been most scrupulously performed. The Association undertook to provide victualling 
for tho5e persons for eigbt months, they sent tbem out at their own expense, and in 
addition to all the charges attending the so sending them out, they provided, at tbe 
expense of the Company, a Scotch clergyman, a native of the Highlands, to whom 
the especial superintendence of tbe colony was entrusted, and by whom those per
sons were selected; it is hardly possible to devise any possible precaution that was 
omitted to be carrieu into execution by the Directors of this Company. Having 
undertaken to victual these persons for eight months, they did in fact victual them 
for upwards of tcn months, and they then only refrained from affording them farther 
assistance, upon the strong representation of their agents in Columbia, that those 
persons were given to great intemperance and the most indolent habits, and that 
they were persuaded that so long as they could be maintained by tbe Company, 
they would do nothing for themselves. When the supplies on the part ofthe Com
pany ceased, the settlers became discontented, and appealcd to the Intendant of 
Caracas, who examined their agreements with the Association, and immediately 
declared tbat the Association had done much more than perform them; and he 
offered employment to the Whole of those settlers, upon different estates in the neigh
bourhood of Caracas, if they would accept it, but which, as far as I am informed, 
they did not avail themselves of . 

. ~A42. The Committee nolV wish specifically to call your attention to two petitions 
wllIch have been referred to them, the one from Topo, in Columbia, which states, 
" That the petitioners, who are mostly Scotchmen, with their families, were ellgagect 
" by a Mr. John Ross, agent of the Columbian Agricultural Association, to proceed 
" as a~riculturists to Columbia, where they were to be placed on elevated land that 
:: w~uld ~roduce European grain, to be supported for eight months, and to be sup-

plied WIth implements of husbandry, by which means it was hoped that they 
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" would be enabled to repay with interest the advances made by ~h~ l\ssociation. 
.e After the total failure of their fir:,t crop, the agent of the ASSOCIation promised 
" them two reals a day each if they would make trial for a second, to which tloey 
" acrreed but at the end of three weeks they were told that no more money or pro
" visions' would be forthcomincr. The petitioners being left in a strange land, where 
" provisions are dear, without means of ~mployment, implore His Royal Highness 
" the Duke of York to interest himself 10 their behalf, 10 order that they may be 
" enabled to emigrate to the British dominions in N ortt. America." The next 
petition, \I,hich is from the Caracas, states " the petitioners are ~ostly uatives of 
" Scotland who left their homes in consequence of the representatIOns of Mr. John 
" Ross a~ent of the Columbian Agricultural Association, who informed them that 
" the Ass~ciation 1V0uid give them some of the best land in Columbia, and tbat in a 
'e few years they might possess freehold 1~rm~ of about fifty a~res each; the estate 
" of Topo, on which they were placed, IS sItuated twelve mll~s west of Caracas, 
" possessinrr no means of irriaation, and surrounded by mountaInS which attract the 
" clouds agd keep the rains from the valley; of this soil, 120 acres yielded only 
" 200 bushels of maize, and thirty bushels of beans, to be divided among 146 
" persons, yet the season, according to the natives, was the best they had expe
" rienced for ten years; a good soil in a moderately favour.ible season, should have 
" produced from three to four thousand bushels of maize. In addition to the failure 
" of their harvest, their rations, which had been promised them for four months 
" longer, were suddenly withheld; and thus deserte~ by. the Association on a barren 
" rock, they have had to encounter beggary and pnvatlon, and must have per is bed 
" but fur the generosity of several merchants of La Guayra and Caracas, who 
.. raised a subscription for their relief; as this however must soon be exhausted. 
" they are desirous of removing to Canada, and they implore the aid of the House 
co of Commons to enable them to carry that object into effect ?"-In answer to this 
last question, I will address a letter to tbe Chairman. 

[Letter from the 'Vitness to the Chairman, with Enclosures (A.) (B.) (C.) (D.) 
(E.) and (F.) were delivered ill, and read; alld are asfollow:-

SIR, 
I STATE D to the Committee this morning, that the" Colombian Agricultural Association" 

had scrupulously performed the engagement it had entered into with the settlers located at 
!opo, near Caracas; and I requested permission to be allowed, in confirmation thereof, and 
In reply to statements from these persons, then for the first time shown to me, to refer to 
documents in the office of the Association . 

. I now beg leave to enclose (A.) an extract from the Prospectus of the Association. 
CIrculated among the settlers at the time of their beina" eno-aged. The Committee wlil 
judge from the perusal of it, whether its lano-naO'e is i~ any deo-ree of a delusive or an 
exaggerated, character~ or whether it was possible" to deal with th"ese persons more plai~ly 
~,h~n by telhng them, In the concluding paragraph,-" The settlers must not rely on meetlDg 

III Colombm wIth any other resources than those of a rich soil and a healthy chmate, 
" together with such assistance from the Association as has been already pointed out, and 
" the protection of a free government." 

I enclose further (D,) a copy of the 1'-rticles of Agreement entered into, with the~e 
settlers. They were fr~med, as the CommIttee will see, not merely on an eqUItable baSIS, 
as between the AssocmtIOn and the settlers, but with vast encouragement towards the 
latter. 

The Association was ~o transport the settlers, at its own expense, to Colombia; to convey 
them tO,the pla,ce of theIr locatIOn; to maintain them there for eight months, and to prOVIde 
them wIth agncultural implements, In return for this, all that the Association required 
from the settlers was, that they should cultivate their lands " unremittino-ly from season to 
" season;" that they should, out of the produce of those lands repay the advances made 
by the Association with interes.t at five per cent, and that the; should pay, a rent for ~he 
land, equal to three-pence sterlmg per acre or purchase it at their own optIOn, at a pnce 
equal to four shillings per acre. ' , 

Thus th~ Committee will perceive, that while the success of the Association was to 
depend entlr~ly, on the prosperity of the settler~, the whole risk of the outlay of money fell 
on the Assoclatlon, the settlers not being required to contribute thereto in any manner. 

~hese ~ettlers were selected almost wholly from the Highlands of Scotlar.d .. To secure 
theIr ~omfort m every l?ractlcable way, the Association sent out with them a miruster of the 
Scottish church, a natIve of the Highlands under whose superintendence the colony was 
~laced. I request the Committee will.have the goodness to peruse the paper (C.) c?ntaini,ng 

copy of the InstructIOns given to thl8 gentleman on his undertaking the charge WIth wbICh 
he was entrusted. . 

All that the Association undertook to do was done. The settlers were conveyed to 
La Guayra; located at Topo; supplied with agricultural implements; maintained for nearly 

eleven 
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eleven months (instead of eight); and it was not till the Association received repeated 
advices of the misconduct of the settlers, in giving themselves up to intemperanc" and 
indolence, instead of fulfilling their engagements with the Association, that they directed 
the supplies to be stopped. 

On the cessation of the supplies, the settlers complained to the Intendant of Caracas. 
The Intendant called on the Superintendent of the colony for an explanation; after which, 
the Intendant declared that the Association had gone "infinitely beyond the letter and 
" spirit of its agreement with the settlers," and offered the whole of them employment 
among the estates of the province, "if they were disposed to work, and would be satisfied 
., with the fare of the country;" of which offer, however, none of them availed themselves. 

The next paper to which I request the Committee's attention is (D.) an extract from the 
Report of Mr. Diack, the Superintendent of the colony, dated Topo, 28th August 1826; 
(E.) extract from the Report of the Horticulturists (Messrs. Gibbs, father and sons), sent with 
the party; and (F.) extract from the Surgeon's Heport. The whole of these documents furnish 
unanswerable proof, how little pretence there is tor charging the Association with having 
either invited the departure of these persons to Colombia under delu,ive representations, or 
having, when in that country, failed to discharge towards them every claim which they had 
on the Association. 

The real truth is, that the defaulters in this transaction are the settlers themselves. They 
are the parties who have not performed their agreements, and who by their own misconduct 
have brought a very heavy loss upon the Association, and what is more to be regretted, have 
greatly retarded the progress of an undertaking calculated to produce the most extensive 
advantages both to Colomba and Great Britain. If some portion of the consequences of 
the misconduct of these persons has fallen on themselves, they are the only parties to blame 
for it. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

3, Freeman's-court, 
27 June 1827. 

R. J. Wilmot Horton, Esq. M. P. 
Chairman of the Emigration Committee. 

(A.) 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 
.1. D. Powles, 

Deputy Chairman of the Association. 

EXTRACT from the Prospectus of the Colombian Agricultural Association. 

TIlE Republic of Colombia offers great inducement to emigration. ·With a soil capable 
of yielding almost every species of natural production, it possesses a variety of climate, 
adapted, accord in!; to the elevation of the respective districts trom the sea, to the cultivation 
of the fruits, both of tropical aud European countries, and to the several varieties of the 
human constitution. 

Colombia extends, on the Atlantic shore, from the mouth of the Orinoco to the Isthmus 
of Panama, and on the Pacific, from Guayaquil to the same Isthmus; the country is inter
sected by innumerable rivers and streams. 

The Republic is now in the fifteenth year of its independence. Its entire territory is free 
from the presence of any foreign force or authority. British Consuls reside at the capital, 
and at the principal ports; and a treaty of commerce is now in progress between the Republic 
and the British Government. 

The Government of Colombia is desirous of promoting the emigration to its territory of 
useful persons, capable of drawing forth the natural resources of the country. A law of 
Congress was passed, on the l!th June 1823, investing the government with authority 
to dispose of lands, and grant privileges for this purpose. Under the sanction of this law, 
two grants have been made, of specific quantities of land in different districts of Colombia, 
of which this Association has become possessed, amounting to upwards of a million of English 
acres. Two-thirds of this quantity have been ceded free, and the remainder at a price little 
more than nominal. 

These grants (one or other of them) contain the following privileges in favour of all 
settlers who may proceed to occupy these lands: viz.-

Exemption during ten years from military service, except required for local defence. 
Exemption from duties of all clothing imported for the use of the settlers. (Agricultural 

implements are by law exempt from duty.) 
Exemption, in one grant for six years and in others for ten years, from direct contribu

titms and ecclesiastical tithes. 
Exemption from export duties of the produce raised by the settlers for six years. 
Settlers not to be in any way molested on account of their religious belief. 

Competent persons are at present engaged in Colombia in selecting and measuring off 
the lands, and several mechanics have been se;:t out, to commence the erection of tenements 
011 such parts as may be selected. Instructions have been given that in makin)l: the selection, 
regard be had chiefly to the salubrity of the situation, the productiveness of the soil, the 
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suitableness of the climate to the European constitution, and the facility of communication 
with the sea. Advices have been recently received of these instructions having been carried 
into effect in respect to a considera?le. portion of the land, and of its having been taken 
possession of on behalf of the As:;oclatlOn. 

The following are the privileges conceded by the Gover,nment of Colombia to persons who 
may proceed to occupy the lands secured by the AssociatlOll : 

Exemption during ten years, from military service, except required for local defence. 

Exemption from duties of all ready-made clothing imported for the use of tbe 
settlers. (Agricultural implemeuts are by law exempt from duty.) 

Exemption from direct contributions and ecclesiastical tithes, for six years. 

Exemption from export duties of the produce raised by the settlers for six years. 

These privileges take effect, in each case, from the date of taking possession of the lands. 

The Association will afford facilities to parties disposed to emigrate to Colombia, by pro
viding for them, in the most economical mann~r, a passage to Colombia-appointing agents 
to receive them there on their landmg, to furmsh them with all necessary mformation as to 
their proceedings, and to conduct them to the place of their location. The Association will 
also take care that an adequate supply of provisions, at as moderate a cost as circumstances 
may permit, shall be provided within reach of the settlers, ~ntil their own crops sball be 
forthcoming. As security for such advances as the AssociatIOn make to the settlers, either 
in the above manner, or in the shape of direct pecuniary assistance, the Association will bold 
the title-deeds of the land, with a lien on the stock and growing crops, until tbe repayment 
thereof, with interest at the rate of 5 per cent per annum. 

Directions have already been given for the erection of suitable tenements on part of the 
land, which has been selected by the agents of the Association. The settlers will bave the 
option of either purchasing these tenements, or hiring them at an annual rent, or of erecting 
tenements for themselves, if they prefer doing so. 

It may be proper to remark, that it will be necessary that a due proportion of mechanics 
and artisans should form part of each settlement, and that the settlers must not rely on 
meeting in Colombia with any other resources than those of a rich soil and a healthy 
climate, together with such assistance from the Association as has already been pointed 
out, and the protection of a free government. 

Office, N° 32, Bucklersbury, 
1825. 

(E.) 

(signed) John Orrok, 
Secretary. 

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT between the Trustees of the Colombian Agricultural 
Association, and 

ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT, made the day of 
182 , between Lion Abmham Goldschmidt John Diston Powles, and Thomas Rich
ardsoll, Esquires, being Trustees of the Assodiation, established in London, denominated 
the "Colombian Association for Agricultural and other Purposes," of the one part, 
and 

of the other part. 

1 st. The said Trustees shall, by their agents in Colombia, allot to the said 
for cultivation by him, 

~anegadas of land, in the departmeut of _. . 
1ll the Republic of Colombia, being part of the lands to which the said AssocmtJon IS 

entitled, under It contract with the Government of Colombia or otherWise acquued by 
the said Association. ' 

'ld. The said trustees shall provide for the said 
together with 

a passage to a port in Colombia, at the rate of 
per head, 

including victualling, which is to be furnished agreeably to Act of Parliament. 

3d: The agents of the said trustees shall, on the arrival of the said 
m C.olombia, conduct them to the place of their intended location, and Baall there 
furmsh them With such aO'ricultural implements utensils and seeds as may be 

"' ". OOful necess~ry, a.nd shall also provide them with a regular supply of proviSIOns ne t 
for their mamtenance for the space of eight months, from the date of then arnval a 
the place of their location, If they shall SO long require the same. 

4th . For 
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4th. For all the foregoing supplies and expenses the said 
shall stand indebted to the said trustees, or the trustees for the 

time being of the said Association. The .pr~ces of the several articles which may be 
furnished by the agents of the said Association, shall be declared to the said 

at the time of the same being delivered to him; and 
if he shall be dissatisfied therewith, he may he at liberty to o.btain his supplies 
elsewhere. 

5th. The said for himself, his heirs, executors, and admi-
nistrators, covenants with the said trustees to pay to them, or to the trustees for the 
time beinO' of the said Association, or their agents, the amount which he shall so 
become indebted to them, together with interest thereon, at the rate of fi I'e per cent 
per annum, such payments to be made from time to time, so soon as the means o.f 
the said shall enable him to do so. 

6th. The said in like manner covenants to pay 
for the land to be allotted to him as follows: 

Viz. the price of 
2 Spanish hard dollars per fanegada, if paid for within five years from the date 

of taking possession. 
21 ditto ditto, if paid for within 6 years from ditto ditto. 
3 ditto ditto, if paid for within 7 ditto. ditto ditto. 
3~ ditto ditto, if paid for within 8 ditto ditto ditto. 
4 ditto ditto, if paid for within 9 ditto ditto ditto. 
4~ ditto ditto, if paid for within 10. ditto ditto ditto. 
S ditto ditto, if paid for within 11 ditto ditto ditto. 
6 ditto ditto, if paid for within 12 ditto ditto ditto. 
7 ditto ditto, if paid for within 13 ditto ditto ditto. 
S ditto ditto, if paid for within q ditto ditto ditto. 
The time of payment shall in no case exceed fourteen years from the data of 

taking possession; and until the purchase money shall be paid, the said 
shall pay the following annual rent: 

ViZ.-l rial per fanegada, the first five years. 
1 ~ ditto ditto the' 6th year. 
2 ditto ditto the 7th ditto. 
2 ~ ditto ditto the 8th ditto. 
3 ditto ditto the gth ditto. 
3~ ditto ditto the lo.th ditto. 
4 ditto. ditto the lIth ditto. 
4~ ditto ditto the 12th ditto. 
S ditto ditto. the 13th ditto. 
51 ditto ditto the 14th ditto. 

:"l" 0 rent shall be charged for the first year. 
7th. So soon as the whole of the payments required by Articles sand 6 shall be made 

by the said a certificate to that 
effect shall be endorsed on these Articles by the agents of the trustees, or the trustees 
for the time being, and the said 
shall themceforth fo\' ever be entitled to. the said 
fanegadas of Land, as his own absolute and exclusive property; but until the said 
payments shall be fully made, the said trustees, or the trustees for the time beinO' of 
the said Association, shall hold a security prior to all other claims over the bui!di~O's, 
stock and crops from time to time being on the said land, with power to enter up~n 
and seize the same, in the event of the breach of any of these Articles by the 
said 

8th. The said shall be entitled to enjoy 
all the privileges and exemptions conceded by the Government of Colombia, under 
the contract possessed by the Association; on the other hand, he and 

shall conform to the conditions of the said Contract, and to the laws 
and constitution of Colombia,-and they shall conduct themselves in a peaceable, 
orderly, sober, and industrious manner. 

9th. The said engages immediately on his 
arrival at the place of his location, to commence the cultivation of the said land, and 
to proceed therewith unremittingly, from season to season. 

loth. By the term" Fanegada," is understood" a square, the four sides of which 
" each measure one hundred yards of three feet Spanish measure." 

II tho The said shall not sell, assign, or 
transfer any part o.f the said fanegadas of land, 
until the payment of the purchase money, and o.f all other sums which may become 
due from him to the said trustees, or the trustees for the time being of the said 
Association, without the permission in writing of the agents of the said t~ustees in 
Colombia; nor shall he quit the settlement, until he shall have paid the pnce of the 
land, and all other sums fo.r which he may become indebted to the said trustees, or 
the trustees for the time being of the said Association, without the like permissio.n. 

Mil. 3 N 4 12th.-The 

J. D. Puwies, 
Esq. 
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12th. The allotment of land to be made to the said . 
shall not include in it any m1l1es, m1l1erals, or under-ground produce, whICh sbaH 
remain for ever hereafter the sole property of the "\ssoclatlOn, .wlth hberty to dig and 
search for, and realize the benefit and advantage of the same III suc~ manner as the 
Directors thereof may think expedient,-they ~f:1k1l1g compensatIOn to the said 

for any lllJury or damage to be sustained 
thereby. 

13th. These Articles shall have the same force and effect in respect to the laws of 
Colombia, as if the same had been made, concluded and executed m that country. 

In witness whereof, the said partieR to th~se presents have hereunto set their hands and 
seals, the day and year first above written. 

Signed, Sealed, and} 
Delivered, 

(C.) 

INSTRUCTIONS to the Rev. Jnhn Ross, proceeding to Colombia with a party of 
Emigrants in the Ship Planet, Captam Barclay. 

\.-THE present expedition is placed under your cha~ge, subject at all times to the 
following Instructions, and to those which you may receive from or through the agents 
of the Association, (Messrs. Jones, Powles, Hurry, &, Co.) who hold a power of attorney 
from the Trustees. 

2.-The Board has appointed Captain Thompson (a master in the Royal Navy) to 
superintend the fitting of the ship. the qualities and quantities of provisions and water, 
and to assist you in mustering the passengers and dividing them into proper messes, &c. &c. 
previously to the ship's sailing from Holland. 

3.-You will find, annexed, the Act of Parliament (George IV. c. 84.) relating to 
passengers, and likewise a Copy of the Charter Party between the Trustees of the Asso
ciation and the Owners of the ship Planet, by which you must necessarily be guided, as 
far as their enactments go. 

4.-Y ou will be pleased, from this date, to keep a correct journal in duplicate with the 
names of the passengers of all descriptions, and every particular and occurrence regularly 
noted. These you will sign, and deliver to the agents of the Association on the discharge of 
the ship at La G lI"yra, that the same may be transmitted to the Directors. From tllence
forward you will keep a diary of all occurrences in the settlement, copies of which you must 
from time to time. say once a week, be transmitted to the agents, who lIill convey the 
same to the Board after keepmg a copy of them. 

5.-Y on will select from among the settlers the person who may appear to you most 
competent to superintend the issue of the provisions on the passage, so that a check. may 
be had on the number of rations issued, and a correct account thereof kept. It will be the 
?llty of this person in c~se of any complaint, to report directly to you, by which means the 
mterference of others Will be prevented, and quarrelling avoided. The owners of the ship 
bemg bound to prOVide the necessary provisions, water, &c., an exact return of the vanous 
fatlOns must be made to the Board, to enable it to settle with the owners. The Board. as 
an inducement to the Master of the Planet to render all his aid towards the comfort of the 
p~sseng·ers. ~well knowing how much depends upon his kindness and attention) has promised 
hlm a gratUity of fifty guineas, provided it shall receive certificates of his conduct bemg 
satisfactory in these respects. 

6.--: YOIl !llUst take care that the greatest attention is paid to cleanliness on board the ship. 
On thiS pomt y~ur attention is requested to the 16th Clause of the Act of Parliament, 
enforcmg the a.ll'l~g of bedding, and the fumigating the ship. It having been fo~od ex
tremely bene~cJalm conveying troops to foreign climates, to cause the meo, 00 gettmg tnt" 
the warm latitudes, to leave off the use of stockings the Board recommend your adoptmg 
a similar regulation. ' 

7·-Great care ~ill be necessary to maintain good order on the passage, ~nd you will do 
well to encourage mnocent games and pastimes amon'" the people. The children and such 
of the adults as choose to ~e instructed in reading a~d writing, you will endeavour to pro
v!de tutors for; and If pOSSIble, a knowledge of the Spanish language onght to be COlllmu
mcated to such as are capable of learning It. You will of course take effiCient measures 
to es~abllSh a r€gular system of education, so soon as the arrangements at Petak~re are 
suffiCiently mat~re. The regular performance of rt:ligious worship, oue of the most ~mpor
~nt matt.ers, WIl! necessanly .engage your attention. The treaty between ColombIa and 

reat Bntam contallls an article on that sub)' ect the purport of which as well as that of 
oth '" . ' 'b th t er commumcatlOns With the govemment of Colombia relating thereto appears to e a 
Protestants may freely exercise their reli".ious worship ~o long as they' abstain from any 
external h'b" f' Th '" d'ffi It . ex. I ltion 0 It. ere cannot therefore, the Board apprehends, be any I cu Y 
III assembhng the settlers together in a room to be provided for that purpose at tbe same 
)'mods they have been accustomed to. The Board at the same time consider It proper to 

state, 
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state that any interference in the religion or politics of Colombia, by any of the settlers, 
will be looked upon as highly reprehensible. The Board will look to you to maintain 
sobriety and good order among the settlers. 

8.-Timely notice having been given to the agents at La Guayra, it is expected no delay 
will occur in immediately conveying the settlers to the place of location, and your atten
tion is particularly requested to this part of yO~lT charge. Regard being always had to 
the tenus of the charter party, it appears deslTable that the dlsemb?rkatlOn should be 
gradual, always giving one party ti.me to leave La Guayra before anot?er 18 I~nded; and you 
must be very particular in preventmg any person whateve.r from landlllg untIl you ha ve had 
eommunieation with the agents. During the voyage yo~ "'?ll hav: ample opportulllty of ascer
taininO" the habits and characters of the people; and as It IS possIble some amongst them may 
prove to be of turbulent or dangerous disposition~, it will be. your duty privately to report 
such to the agents, who will be instructed to provIde them WIth another place o~ locatIOn, 
unless their conduct should have been such as to render them totally undeservlllg of the 
further notice of the Association; in which event, or indeed in either case, authenticated 
documents must without delay be transmitted to the Directors. 

g.-Regular a~counts of the issue of provisions, instruments of labour, f'lrniture and 
clothing, must be kept, and receIpts taken for every artIcle delIvered. 

10.'--You will consult with the ag'ents as to tht best means of conciliating the natives of 
the neighbourhood of the settlement. On this head, as well as every other, the Board 
place the greatest reliance on the prudence, discretion, kindness and zeal, with which you 
will discharrre the duties that devolve on you. Harmony and good feelIng must be preserved. 
amon'" the "whole party; difficulties must be overcome by perseverance; obstructions and 
impediments, from whatcver ~uarter, be met with patience; and the inhabitants of Colombia, 
of whatever class, bc concIlIated by kll1dness and respect, and .If needful by forbearance. 
And towards the settlers, let vour conduct be such as to com'lI1ce them that the Board 
sincerely desire their prosperity, and will spare no pains to ensure it. 

11.-Your attention is particularly directed to the printed terms offered to settlers. The 
Association have pledged the~selves to provide a sufficient supply of provisions for eight 
months (the settlers undertakll1g to pay for the same); but thIS you wIll understand is only 
Ineant until their own resources become available. You will, therefore, take an early 
opportunity of makin~ it known to those parties who exhibit a want of industry, that the 
I'ations after a fixed period will be gradually reduced. The Board has endeavoured, in 
forming the articles between them and the settlers, to arrange them on the most equitable 
terms. If any sug~estion should occur for amending them, or with reference to future 
engagements, the Board will be happy to receive them. At the same time that the Board 
i~ desirous to show all possible favour and encouragement to the settlers, it ,,·ill alwavs 
rigorou31y insist on the punctual performance of the engagement entered into by them. . 

B.-In conclusion, the Directors depend much on the activity, ability and econO/llY of 
your management. From these only, and the good reports which may reach Europe o(the 
unanimity, health, industry and happiness of thi3, the first settlement, can they c:pect to 
l'ealize the hopes of the proprietors and of themselves. They leave much to your corrcctness 
and knowledge of the world, and feel confident that no dio;appointment will result from the 
important trust they have reposed in you. 

Dated London, 31st August 1825, on behalf of the Board of Directors, 
(sigucd) .fohn On'ok, Secretary. 

(D.) 

Mr. DlACK's REPORT of the Settlement at Topo; datcd 28th August 1826 . 

. THE land.s at a short distance from the houses at Topo have evcry appearance of being 
nch and ~ertIle,. fr?m the large and heavy wood ~hat covers It. In the vallies, fruit trces of 
VIlnous klllds, mdlgo, cotton and other productIOns peculiar to the count.rv, "'ere growing 
luxuriantly, although much neglected in management, such as the want of c\eaninO' 
and even gathering the crops; while on the sides of the hills and on their summit the mo~t 
valuable trees to be found in the country were to be seen in great abundance. ' 
, I ~rn decidedly of opinion that the soil is good, and will yIeld abundant crops of any pro
ductIOns peculiar to the chm~t.e and country-such as coffee, sugar, indigo and cotton, vege
tables and roots ~qually nutntlOus With any ~sculent root grown in England. The vegetables 
we have ~lready III use are, cabbages of vanous denornlllations; of esculent roots, we have 
yuca, aplO, mapugy, sweet potat.oes or y~ms, all substitutes for the English potatoe; but, 
above all, we have the potatoe Itself, raised from seed which came from Scotland. The 
greater part of the settlers have a .rew potatoes. On the 16th June I planted 1161bs. of 
p~tatoes, and we are now daily USlllg at table as good potatoes as any Elwlishman could 
~to~ a 

The wheat, barley and oats have in general failed, although I believe I have, 011. 
account of .the Association, as good a field of oats in appearance as any in the country. 

In speakmg of the vegetables and other productions now in abundance upon Topo, I beg 
to be fully understood to say, that tae ob3ervation does not apply to the settlers at large, 
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but to a few of the more industrious, and to what has been done by myself on behalf of thl!' 
Association. . 

I shall now give some account of the propert~, and of Its pres~nt aspect .. 
I believe the plan of Topo has been sent to England. FlOm I.t, they wIll see the con

figuration of the estate. Some of the hIgher !ands, under cultIvatIOn. are at. least 1,000 feet 
above the lower part of the estate, and the hIgh lands present most extensIve and valuable 
savannas of pasture, where numerous herds of cattle may be fed an~ fattened. The river 
Topo, and its tributary streams, run through or bound the propertIes .of fourteen of the 
settlers. The crops in this quarter are e.xtremely good, and the people In general satisfied. 
The lands upon which other sixteen fanlllIes are located are extremely valuable lands, but 
they unfortunately have no water .upon them. Some of these settlers. are more th~n five 
miles distant from water; and u~tll water can be pro?ured (and there IS not the shghtest 
doubt of its being obtained by USIng the proper ~a.ehmes), they have been allowed aSSIstance 
to drive their water at the expense of the ASSOCiatIOn. . 

To be plain: I am fully satisfied, that several of th~ people WIll do no good-nor ever 
intended to do any-from the moment they took poss~sslOn of the lands. All they seem to 
desire is in the meantime to keep up appearances of Industry, alt~ough th~y actually do 
nothing, merely to obtain provisions, and to al~ow them an opportUI.l1ty of gettmg off as early 
as they possibly can. Such a set ofpeol?le, WIth a very few. exceptlOn~, could not well have 
been procured in any country. They neIther know any thIng of agrICulture, nor do they 
show the least symptom of benefiting by what they see. A few of the settlers have even 
never put a hoe in the ground, nor done any thing since they planted. S~ much for their 
bindinO' themselves in their contracts " to commence the cultIvatIOn of theIr lands, and to 
" proc~ed therewith unremittingly from season to season." 

I can with truth affirm, that not one failure of any moment has taken place, of any seed 
or plant peculiar to the country, which I have put into the ground; and the abundant crops 
have been remarked by every stranger. 

Proper management, and nothing else, seems to be wanted. While I state, however, the 
appearance of the crops raising for the Association, I must admit that they are upon lands 
capable of being irrigated every day in the year, and that when I found this necessary 
it was always resorted to. But there are almost equally good crops upon the lots of many 
of the settlers, particularly of maize and caraolas, the principal food of the natives. 

Upon the whole, the appearance of the crops upon the allotments of the various settlers, 
with a very few exceptions, goes beyond my most sanguine expectations; and some of the 
settlers may well challenge the whole of the Venezuela to produce better. I have not the 
slightest hesitation in thinking, and of saying, that if the people themselves were indus
trious and sober, they might do extremely well upon Topo, provided water can be procured 
for those who at present have none; the situation of the property, the facilities of conveying 
produce to market, the vicinity of the sea-port of La Guayra, are circumstances and facts 
that require no comment. The settlers can either visit Caracas or La Guayra in the moming 
and return the same evening. 

The emigrants have regularly an open and a needy market for maize, caraolas, yucas, and 
so forth; ~n~ if ~hey s~ould not choose to live. upon these, they can always sell and purchas.e 
other proVIsIOns III their stead. The present pnce of maize is nine dollars the fanega; but If 
they obtain five dollars for the former and eight dollars for the latter, which they are always 
sure to do, they have a very fine return, and sllch as will pay them handsomely. . 

Several of the settlers have been provided with a goat and kid, or a goat and. two kIds; 
they are of course charged to them; and they might if so inclined, very soon raIse a small 
stock. They could ultimately also purchase cattle, a~d as the extensive savannas upon the 
estate are common to all, they could be at no loss to bring them up. 

(E.) 

EXTRACTS from the Report of the Horticulturist at Topo; 
dated 12th June 1826 . 

. TH~ vall.eys?f Topo are situated at about 2,000 feet above the level of the sea. They rull 
III vanous dIrections, and are of various extent; as will be seen from the accurate plan of the 
estate forwarded to the dIrectors by the surveyor. Some of the mountains rise nearly 1,500 
feet above the vall~ys; these valleys arE' divided and subdivided into hills and valleys, fonn
mg an endless vanety of surface, bearing great resemblance in many parts to the highlands 
of Scotland. 

The variety of plants covering the surface is immense, beyond what any person couhl 
expect from what they have observed in Britain. I can recognize several speci~s kept .m 
hot-houses there, but there are many plants here that have never been introduced III Bntalll. 
There are trees varying in size, according to soil and situation, in groups of no gre~t extent; 
and detached, but not numerous. But the greater part of the estate is covered WIth wood, 
about the size of what is called in EnO'land brushwood or copsewood' arnona- these and the 
larger trees, there is gener~lly a very great variety of most beautiful climbers~ many of them 
ascend to the top of the hIghest trees, return, and ascend again and again. 

This immense variety. of indigenous plants, and t~e almost constant vegetation of the 
greater part of them, WIthOUt scarcely any rain for four or five months, is, I am of OpllllOn, 

- . a very 
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u very stronO" proof of the fertility of the soil, and gives promise of the most complete .T. D. Powles, 
Sliccess, in \~hatever branch of cultivation this astoni8hing power of production is employed. Esq. 

The stream of Topo, which runs through the estate, i, increased by two rills that water ~ 
a part of it. The water is excellent, and. much cooler than could be expected. \Vith regard '1.7 June, 
to climate since my arrival here, early 111 December, to the end of JVIarch, the general state 1827. 
of my the;'mometer'in the shade l~as been 67 to .68, at six o'clock in the morning, .and about 
72 to 73 at midday, seldom dlffenng between 11Ight and day more than five or SIX degrees. 
For the last month, the range commonly has been 68 and 70 in the morning, and 75 and 78 
midday. I have only observed it once 80 midday. 

From daylight, which is between five and six o'clock ail the year ronnd to nine o'clock, a. m. 
and from three o'clock, p. m. as loner as there is light, which is between six and seven o'clock 
all the year, people may work ont "of doors without injury from the heat of .the sun; and 
I am of opinion that more labour could be performed. by a prop~r attentIOn to tIme, m~rn111gs 
and evenmgs, than by bemg exposed to the whole of the excessIve heat of the day. SIxteen 
to eighteen hours in tlJis climate are -as cool and agreeable as can be deSIred. 

The produce of the land, particularly provisions, may be sold at a good price at LaGuayn 
and Caracas. Pigs and poultry thrive on the estate remarkably well. Poultry may also be 
reared in great number. The current price for a fowl is from six rials to a dollar each. 
Vegetables in any quantity may also be most advantageously disposed of at La Guayra 
and Caracas. The vegetables hitherto raised by the settlers with the greate8t success, have 
been turnips and cabbages; but our experiments, as yet, have been on a limited scale, 
and necessarily confined to the dry season. 

(F.) 

REPORT of Mr. Williamson, in Medical Charge of the Settlers at Topo; 
dated 3d July 1826. 

IT affords me great pleasure to have it in my power to report to the Directors, that the 
cqlonists at Topo have been very healthy since their arrival. This is the more gnctifying
to me, as it was unexpected; for, from the large proportion of very young children, a.,d the 
drunken habits of many of the adult<. at first I feared much that the mortality would be 
very great. I am happy to say it has been less, by about one-fifth, than the average in the 
niost healthy parts of Europe. 

The colony, at its departure fro111 Scotland, consisted of InC'. perRons under fourteen ye~"s 
of age, and 89 above fourteen, making in all 191. Nine children embarked labouring under 
iocurable chronic diseases, which I believe to have been in some instances caused and kept 
up by the common practice among Highlanders of giving spirits to thcir children. 

The most common diseases, as will be seen by the list appended, have been affections of 
the bowels, occurring especially among children. They are generally mild, and yield to the 
usual mode of treatment. There has not been a case of contagious disease. 

Topo is abont 12 miles from the sea, and the houses where the settlers were first located 
are 1,547 feet above its level. The estate extends from E. to W. for about six miles, rising 
in some places to the height of 2,800 feet. It is watered by several small streams; but even 
during the late dry season they never became a cause of disease. From the elevation and 
mountainous configuration of the country around, the atmosphere is constantly in motion, 
and cvnsequentIy would be unfavourable to the concentration of noxious miasmata, even if 
a.local cause of disease really existed. 

The soil is in many places good and deep; moderately retentive of moisture, and well 
calculated to raise those productions of the tropics which require dry situations. Lime
stone of excellent quality is the most remarkable mineral, and occurs in abundance. On 
one part of the estate, the common magnetic iron ore is met with in considerabie quantity. 
It is the same description of ore as is obtained in 8t. Jnst, in Cornwall, and affords excel1ent 
bar iron. The trees are large and abundant, intermixed with thick brushwood, but can have 
no ~~ect in producing or preventing di.ease, as no marshes exist; and from the great 
declIVIty, and paucity of rain, the ground is always dry. Water is obtained from the rivulets 
of. good quality. The mean temperature of the atmosphere, for six months, taken from three 
dallyobservations, is 75° 8. The maximum is 82, and minimum 70. 

It IS usual, in medical reports, to state the common diseases of the natives, with the mode 
of cure ~dopted by the practitioners of the country; but on these topics I have had little 
opportumty of acquiring information. 

The past and present months, I am informed, are considered the most sickly in the year; 
but at Topo, I am happy to say. f have not been able to verify the observation, as at this 
moment I have not a single patient. 

5.;"· 
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Appendix, No. I. 

PETITION sand :\lEJlIOItIA LS delivered in to the Committee, 7th March, 3d & loth April, 

24th ~I:-ty, & 20th June, 1827. 

A B S T R"\ C T S 

Of all PE'fITJO:,S and :\h:~IORIALS received at the Colonial Department, from Persons desirous 
of Emigrating from the United Kingdom. 

DATE 

of the 

Application. 

1826: 

June 5. 

17· 

July 3. 

8. 

12. 

August 17. 

no date. 

August 12. 

14· 

15· 

22. 

~5· 

Sept. 6. 

w. 

10. 

550. 

---

---

---

---

---

---
---
-
--
---

I.-ENGLISH APPLICA:\'TS. 

PLACE 

of 

Residence. 

Yorkshire 

Manchester 

Pembroke 

Gloucester. 
shire. 

Manchester 

London 

Liverpool 

Description. 

weavers 

late 49th 
reg'. 

lieut.R.N. 

manufacturer 

. . 

pauper 

pen~' of 
66th reg'. 

• • late 83d reg' 

Gloucester'l ironmonger 
shire. 

London ship-builder 

London 70th reg' 

London - -
Brighton - -
London carpenter 

Colchester late seaman 

Birmingham taylor 

- . lateR. Arty 

Number 

of 

FAMILY. 

1 son, 3 daughters 
3 sons, 3 daughters 

8 children. • 

wite and children -

family - - -

- - -
2 sons, 4 daughters 

wife, 4 sons, 2 daugr~ 

SUBJECT of APPLICATION. 

Desirous of joining their relatives in York, 
U. Canada. 

To obtain grant of land in U. Canada. 

Desirous of joining his friends in Glengary, 
U. Canada 

Has practised farming since 1815; request. 
information as to quantity of land that would 
be granted to him on proceeding to Canada. 

From the distressed state of the times, is 
desirous of emigrating. 

A pplies for assistance to emigrate to any 
country. 

Desirous of emigrating to Nova Scotia or 
N. S. Wales. 

Desirous of emigrating to Richmond, Upper 
Canada. 

- Ditto U. Canada. 

Ditto. 

100 families - Proposes, with the assistance of Government, 
to take out 100 families to U. Canada, and requests grants of 
land; makes sundry overtures with reference to Lord Bathurst's 
circular of 1819, respecting emigration to the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

- . . i Has serv 
tained the Order of the Bath 

ed many years in Canada, and o\)-

of land would be granted to a 
; is desirous to knolV what portion 
n officer of his rank. 

- - - Desirous of obtaining information with regard 
to the en co uragement gi ven to emigration. 

- - - Desirous of emigrating to North America. 

- - - - - - Ditto. 

wife,s children . - - - - Ditto. 

wife, 2 children - - . . - - Ditto. 

wife, 2 children - - - - - Ditto. 

303 



DATE 

of the 
Application. 

1826 : 

Sept. II. 

12. 

16. 

18. 

20. 

22. 

October 7. 

30. 

Nov. 3. 

6. 

10. 

12. 

16. 

18. 

28. 

Dec. 9. 

II. 

18. 

Jan. 12. 

28. 

APPENDIX TO THIRD REPORT OF THE 

Abstracts of ENGLISH PETITIONS and MEMORIAS-contillued. 

PLACE 

of 

Residence. 

Blackburn 

Description. 

pauper 

Ashton- late 14th dg' 
under-Line. 

Number 

of 

FAMILY. 

wife, 4 children -

SUBJECT of APPLICATION. 

Desirous of emigrating to North America. 

wife, 7 children - Having resided in Prince Edward', Island 
2 ye.ars, returned to Eng!and .in or.der to. carry back his family, 
but IS unabl,: to accomphsh hIS obJe~t Without pecuniary assi,t
ance, for whIch he prays, to enable hIm to ~ettle with his family 
in that island. 

London ensign wife and family - Desirous of emigrating to U. Canada. 
69th reg'. 

lieutenant famil y 
half-pay. 

Req~esting informati?n as. to the grant of 
land hiS rank would entitle him on emigratin" 
to Canada. 0 

--- Warrington weaver wife, 2 sons - Owing to the distresses of the times, is desirous 
of emigrating to U. Canada; and states, that there are many weavers 
in Lancashire in the same state, who are desirous of emigrating. 

---
---
---
---
--
--
---
---

-

---

Chelsea pens' of wife, 6 children - Prays assistance to emigrate to U. Canada, 
from whence he has received flattering invita
tions from his relatives residing there. 

25t.h& 80th 
reg'. 

Norwich pensioner family - - Desirous of emigrating to North America. 

Blackburn old soldier wife, 2 children - - - - - - Ditto. 

Stamford pensioner wife, 4 children - - - - - - Ditto. 

Poole - - - - - Applies for 1,000 acres in U. or L. Can.d •. 

Yorkshire clothiers 31 persons - - For assistance to emigrate to N. America. 

Teingmouth farmers wife, 7 children - Ditto. 
wife, - - - - -

5 - -
Moate late 98th reg t - - - - - - - - Ditto. 

Carmarthen lieut.in wife,4 sons, 5 daug" Requesting to be informed what encourage· 
H. M.S. ment may be !!iven to officers desirous of emigrating ; an~ applies 

for a grant of land for himself, and several farmers. with their 
families, to be situated near Miramichi in North America. 

Liverpool captain in the family - - - - - - - Ditto. 
4th Veteran 

Batt. 

Blackburn I paupers 3 families Praying assistance to emigrate to ~orth 
America. 

I 

London : dr purveyor 3 children After stating that he has served His 'lujcs!)' 
for 20 years, makes a similar reque,t to \j. 

Canada. 
I half-pay. 

London : pauper family Praying assistance to emigrate to America. 
_ _ _ - _ Ditto. 

London - gardener 

I Isle of }Ian I corn ilealer 

St. Hilier's, i pensioner 
: Jersey. lof 97th reg'. 

II London - \agriCUItUrist 

I GIOU~ester-1 d' - -
slure. 

wife and one child Desirolls of emigrating to the British colonies 
in North America. 

Desirous of going out to Upper Canad~f 
with many other families in that-island, and wishes to know I 

any encouragement will be afforded them. 

wife and 3 children A p'plies for a free passage to r. Canada, for 
himself and family. 

Requests a grant of land in Upper or Lower 
Canada or ~cw Brunswick. 

family _ Has till within the I~'t fuur yean bee; 
engaged in the farming busines~, bnt now ruined; requests to e 
sent out as a settler to British ~ vrth America. 



DATE 

of the 

Application. 

182 7 : 
feb. 5. 

5· 

H. 

D.ITE 

()f the 

Application. 

182 7 : 

Feb·7· 
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Abstracts of ENGLISH PETITIONS and MEMORIALS-contiltu,d. 

PLACE 

of - Description. 
Uesidence. 

---
--- ·Lancashire pensioners 
---
--- Gloucester- farmer -

shire. 

--- Hounslow labourers 

I 

PLACE 

of Description. 

Re~idcnce. 

St. Scrvan's lieutenant half pay -
Kingston- pensioner from 34th 
upon-Hull. regiment of foot. 

Number 

of 
SUBJECT of tbe APPLICATION. 

FAMILY. 

each of them familics Beg to be sent to the British N. A. settle-
ments. 

2 sons & 4 daughters Wishes to join his son in Canada, and re-
quests a free passage thither for himself and 
family. 

families - - Requcst a grant of land in Upper Canada, 
rations, &c. Have been used to felling timber. One served as 
conductor in the Storekeeper General's Department seve~ y.ears ; 
wishes to know if snch service entitles him to a non_commissioned 
officer's grant of land. 

Number 

of 

FAMILY. 

family - -

wife, son, and 2 

daughters. 

SUBJECT (,f the APPLICATION. 

Requests a free passage, and grant of land 
in British America. 

Requests a frec passage, and grant of land 
in U. Canada. 

Ditto - mechanics & labourers wives & families, Ditto. 
in all 36 persons. 

26. Cole ford, agriculturist 
Glostershirc 

- wife and 5 children Begs to be sent out a, a settler to North 
America this Spring. 

2!.l. v\'hitehaven husbandman 

March 4. 

4· 

5· 

8. 

10. 

I" 

18. 

20. 

Altringham wood sawyer - -
Birmingham gardener - -

London tailor - - -

Bungay - - -

Liverpool pensioner fmm 50th 
regiment. 

Bury pemioner of Green· 
wich Hospital. 

Leicester - - -

Kingston- mechanics & artisans 
upon·Huli. 

Westminster mechanic 

wife and + children Solicits the means of removing his family to 
Upper Canada, with rations, farming implements, and gunpowder; 
having discovered a method of lifting trees by the roots, by the 
use of tile latter, which he conceives will be highly serviceable in 
clearing wood lands. 

wife and 5 children 

- - -

wife and three sons 

family - -

family - - -

family of eight -

- - -

9 heads of families, 
in all 48 persons. 

wife and 3 children 

Prays for a free passage to Upper Canada. 

Desirous of emigrating to the British Ame
rican settlements, and beg. to know whether 
any encouragement is given. 

Requests conveyance for himself and family 
to U. Canada. 

Requests to be employed in surveying lar.ds, 
~c. in Canada, for the location of Emigrants, 
l!1 order by that means to be enabled to rEmove 
his family and settle in that province. 

Solicits permission to settle in the North 
American Colonies. 

Applies for aid to enable him to emigrate to 
the British American Colonies. 

Applies in behalf of several poor families, 
desirous of emigrating, to knolV what encou
ragement is given to persons pmceeding to 
settle in Canada or elsewhere. 

Solicit a free passage, and grant of land in 
Upper Canada. 

Desirous of joining his brother in Upper 
Canada, where he requests a grant ofland, and 
any other encouragement Government allows. 
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Abstracts of ENGLISH PETITIONS and ME~IORIALS-continued. 

DATE l'LACE 

of the of Description. 
Application. Residence. 

March 4. 

7· 

19· 

I[) 

29· 

03· 

2.J.. 

24· 

26. 

Bungay 

Liverpool 

Tottenham 

Manchester 

Lad Lane 

Doddington 

Bolton 

Belper 

Gillingham 

printer and stationer 

late of Yorkshire 
Chasseurs. 

- - -
pauper - - -

- - -

agriculturist - -

agricultural labourers 

late of the 61st regi· 
ment. 

- - -

Lambeth !Iieutenant Royal Navy 

weavers from Man· 
chester and vicinity. 

27· Birmingham paupcl' 

Apl·a 1. \\' ('~II!1orl'hnd furmcl' 

2. St. SCI'yan's lieutenant half pay 

13· 

13· 

14· 

2d Garrison Battalion. 
Coventry - -

Waterloo - -
] ~ 11,1[1. ! 

Hanley, potter - -
S: a~rvrd~hil·e. 

\Vinchrster· miller - -

lllackbul"I1 I manufacturers -
i 

-

-

-

,. Grains Bar I late I)" in the ~larinb. 
SmithY', I paupers - - -g. 

near 
Ibri1~li..;'y. 

I !.I. :-hcfficltl - -

I 

I 

Li\,,:rlhJu! 

I 
la~Jourers 

I 

Number 

of 

FAMILY. 

wife and family 

wife and family 

- -

- -
- -

a son - -

-
-
-

-

4 heads of families, 
in all 18 persons. 

wife - - -

wife and 3 children 

II heads offamilies, 
in all 35 persons. 

large family 

SUBJECT of tile APPLICATIOX. 

Desirous of emigrating. 

. Re?uests a free passage to Upper Canada ror 
h,mse.f a~d brother; he. has a grant of land in 
that province, and he wishes to join Iii, family 
who are there. . , 

Desirous of emigrating to Upper Canada. 
- - - - - Ditto. 

Begs to be informed whether Government 
gl'ant assistance to persons desirous of emi. 
grating, who do not possess the means. 

Wishes to know the quantity ofland given tl) 
;Emigrants in Upper Canada; whether a passage 
~s granted, or encouragement offered in farmint; 
Implements, seed, &c. 

Request a free passage to any of the British 
Colonies. 

Prays for a free passage and grant of lund in 
the British N. A. Colonies. 

Requests a free passage to Upper Canada. 

A pplies for a grant of land in Canada, 

Pray for a free passage to any part of British 
America. 

Wishes to join llis father and mother in 
America, and prays for a free passage. 

Applies, in his behalf, for informatiun as 10 
the encouragement held out by Government to 
persons of his class desirous of emigrating to 
Canada. 

Requests to know if passages and grants of 
land are allowed to half-pay officers. 

Desirous of emigrating, and ~pplies for infor
m"tion as to the encouragement offered by 
His Majesty's Government. 

_ _ Desirous of emigrating to New South \\'al~s. 
and begs to know what encouragement he may expect; .appile. 
also in behalf of a friend, who has a large family, and Wishes to 
proceed to Canada, and can take with him 5 or 600 I. 

S children - _ Prays to be sent out to Canada. 

a wife 

30 heads offamilies 

Requests a free pa5sage to Canada. 
A pply in the name of ~:" " lIIackhurn 

Society of Emigrants" for aul to. enable them 
to emigrate to Upper Canada or ~o\ a Scotia. 

Wishes to emigrate to Canada. 
Apply to be sent to Canada, as they are out 

of employment. 
5 heads offamilies. 

consisting of 20 
persons. 
6 heads of families \\"j,h to emigrate to anI" partoflliE ~I"jcst)'i 

North American dominions, and apply tor a grant of land, .. 
their families are in great distress for "ant of employmen~ 
Solicit information as to what encouragement will be offere 
by His Majesty's government. 

18 heads of fami· A priy to be sent to British America in order 
lies, consisting of that they may Eettle upon the lands granted b~ 61 persons. His Majesty's government, as they are reduce 

to great distres'. ror want of employmert. 

.-------------------------



SELECT COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION :-1827. 

Abstracts of ENGLISH PETITIONS and MEMORIALS-continued. 

DATE PLACE 

of the of D(-~cription. 

Application. Resid~llce. 

---~ 

1827 : 

April 14. Birmingham physician - -

Ig. Coventry late 12th R. veteran 
battalion. 

~o. i3ilston, I whitesmith - -
Stalfurdshire. 

- London shoemaker - -

"2. ~Ianchester - - - -

Gosport I lately in the navy 

Retford agricultUl'ist 

20. Newton 
Heath. 

11. Lon<lon 

May 3. Liverpool pen.ioner from 8:3d 
reg t

; now a nuilmaker. 

8. Grantham farmer and butcher -

9· Coventry lately in a veteran 
battalion. 

J\pril12. Rotherham chairmaker 

2. London 

II· London 

22. Wolvel'- labourer 
hampton 

28 Emyvale pauper 

May 1. Lanca8ter 'gardener and farmer 

550. 

I 

Number 

of SUBJECT of tbe APPLICATION. 
FAMILY. 

- - - - Wishes to know if Government encourages 
medical men to emigrate, or if they will give them any assistance. 
as a medical man is going to emigrate to Hritish America, and 
requests every information upon the subject. 

wife and 1 son -I Applicant prays he may be allowed a free 
passage to Canada. 

4 h~a~s of families, I Applies on the part of himself and 3 heads of 
I 

cunslstlng of :2:2; families, who are mechanics, 1'01' aid to emigrate 
persons. I to British North America; and states, that he 

bas not the means either of providing for his family at home, or 
sending them at his own expense to British America. 

wife and 2 children States, that in consequence of the depression 
of his trade, he wishes to emig1'ate to Upper 
Canada, and applies for a free passage. 

wife and 4 children Having heard that it is the intention of Hi. 
Majesty's Government to send emigrants to Canada, begs for 
jnformation, in OI'der tbat he may make the proper application 
for that purpose. 

Applies for a grant of land in Canada, and to 
know if he will be permitted to place persons 

I on the land to cultivate it. 

- I Applies for assistance to emigrate to British 
America; and states, that there are several families of good 
char~cter who are also desirous of emigrating, and who are 
hardy, industrious people, but cannot get employment. 

2 heads of families, 
consisting of 17 
persons. 

wife and 3 children 

himself and wife 

l-itatc, that being unable to provide for their 
families, they solicit for a free passage, to emi
grate to Canada. 

Prays for assistance to emigrate to Canada, 
and refers to his former petition. 

AFplies for a free passage to British America. 

Applies for a free passage to Upper C"nada, 
as he IS not able to support hi. IUmily by his 
trade, having met with misfortunes. 

- I Appli,>s for a free pa~sage to Canada. 

wife and ~ childre~ .1 Pray." for assist~nce to emigrate with his 
fanllly to Bl'ltlsh Amenca, as trade IS so bad that he was forced 
to sell every thing in the hou~e to procure bread for his wife 
and children. 

. ~ I Requests information what quantity of land 
m <:;anada Will. be allowed to persons emigrali"I\, who possess 
capital amountmg from 300 I. to 500 t. 

wife and children I States that three sons and a dall<Yhter {)f the 
p~titioner were left behind in C.anada, who are in "prosperous 
cIrcumstances, but that he was lIlduced to return with his wife 
and the remainder of his family to England, where he has suf
fered great misery by being unemployed, and prays that he and 
the remainder of his family may be granted a fi'ee passage back 
to Canada. 

- I States that he is a labourer, and usin" every 
effort to procure the IIIJI0unt of his passage to Canad~, bllt is 
unsuccessful; and that if Government will give any assistance, 
and a grant of land, he and a number of young persons will 
emigrate immediately. 

Applies for assistance to emigrate to Canada. 

Prays for assistance to emigrate to Canada, 
where he has a brother; and states that he has 
suffered great distress by being unemployed. 



APPENDIX TO THIRD REPORT OF THE 

Abstracts of EKGLlSH PETITIONS and MEMORIALS-continu,d. 

DATE 

of the 

PLACE 

of 

Application. RC!:Iidcnce. 

Dt'5lTiption. 

----1----:-----·---····· 
1827 : 

May 3. 

4· 

8. 

10. 

12. 

13· 

13· 

18. 

18. 

IU· 

10. 

23· 

June 5. 

Emyvale 

Ashton- pcn.ioner from lith 
under-Lynco foot, and now a la-

bourer. 

Emnl'fh, near agriculturist 
\Vinbeach. 

London 

Rushthorpe, 
Newark. 

Sheffield 

Bilston 

Longtown 

lately in 8th Lancashire 
regt. fuot. 

Blackburn 

\\'orcc,tcr schoolmaster 

Manchester out-pen~ioner , and 
by h'ade a sawyer. 

Eversham collicrs and miners 

Manchester late of 1 ~th Light 
Dragoons, but have no 
per.sion. 

Rastrick, weaver 
near Hud. 
dersfield. 

Bills Hill 
by 

Holy town. 

London 

D' 

pensioner, ~t 611. per 
day. 

late of the Pancras 
volunteers. 

tailor, formerly ('!"the 
We,t London mili,;". 

KUllIbcr 

of SUBJECT of 'he APPLICATION. 
F;\~aLY. 

1----· 
I 

I \Vishes to emigrate to Canada, and beos for a~sistance dnd illstructions. b 
wife and 1 child Prays for assistance to .mi~ratc to Canada. 

Wishes to emigrate to Upper Canada, and 
requests information. 

_ _ - States that hc resided somc years in Canada; 
and intending to associate with a number of families who intend 
to emigrate thither, request •. the necessary information respect. 
ing the regulatIOns may be g,ven to Ilim. 

, State!; that a numbe,' of persons in his neioh-
bourhood wish to emigrate to Canada, and have applied to him 
for assistance, and requests information as to the facilities af
forded by Government to persons wishing to emigrate. 

wife and 1 child 

11 persons -

Wishes to emigrate to Canada, and requests 
information. 

Requests infol'mation whether, under any cir
cumstances, Government will grant the means 
of his family emigrating to Nova Scotia. 

States that he wishes to emigrate with hi. 
family to British America, and requests to know whether (in 
case Government will not grant any assistance) any encourage
ment will be given to persons paying their own passage. 

wife and child Wishes to emigrate to Canada, and requests 
assistance. 

The Committee of the Blackburn Society of 
Emigrants state, by their Secretary, that as it appears that the 
Committee on Emigration have recommended a grant to assist 
emigration to Canada, they earnestly pray that their case m.y 
meet early attention, nnd beg instructions how they are to 1'1'0-
cced, and what number of Emigrants will be allowed from the 
Blackburn district. 

wife and 3 children Prays for assistance to pay his passage, and 
a !<rant ofland in Canada; and will pursue IllS 
occupation as a schoolmaster, or become an 
agriculturist. 

famil\" consists of Prays for a free passage and rations, to either 
6 perso·ns. Upper or Lower Canada. 
. s families, consist·, A Pl'licant states that the men and boy~ of mg of 40 persons. I these [qmilies have been brought up as colliers 

and miners, but from the badness of trade and consequent want 
of employment, they arc most anxious to emigrate to Canada; 
and pray for assistance, and an order to the provincial governor 
to locate thorn upon a grant of land; states that they arc accus
t omed to out· door agricultural labour. 

large families Applicants pray for assistance to e~!grate to 
Canada, in conjunction with .two famll!es, who 
are labourers, as they are all m deep dlstre>s. 

wife and 3 children States that he has not had work these 
eighteen months past; is in great distress, and 
prays for assistance to emigrate to Upper 
Canada. 

wife and 4 children 

3 sons 

States that he has taken a passage for !\font
real, and prays for provisions, imple.ment;' of 
husbandry, and a grant of land upon Ius arrival. 

"',,lIes to emigrate to British America, and 
prays for information. 

States that tIe has been many years in Canada, 
h'lt returned to this country on busmess; but 
:1<:0 he is IF)'~: in great distress, pray~ for 8S~ISt ... 
"Jlt:·~ to '~;r:·I~1 ,H~ to Canada. 



DATE 

of the 

Application. 

1827 : 
May 24. 

~5· 

~6. 

SELECT COM 1\J ITTEE ON E2IJ IGRATION :-1827. 

Abstracts of ENGLISH PETITIO~S and MDlOIUALS-continued. 

PLACE 

of 

R('~idence. 

Chelsea -

East Cliff 

WilleflhaJl, 
co. Statrord. 

Liverpool 

Bury 

Number 

Description. of 

FA~IILY. 

wile, and family of 
3 children. 

formerly in the Waterford 
militia a~ armOUTtr. 

wift', nnd family of 
8 children. 

artisan 

8th regt. foot, but has wife and child 
no pension. 

SUBJECT uf the APPLICATION. 

Prays for a free passage to British A mCI iell. 

DO, and is in great distress. 

DO 

Requests information upon the suhject of 
emigration. 

Prays for assistance to emigrate to Canada. 

~8. Clifton - carpenter wife and 5 children DO 

Parish of weavers -
Wencuck, 

Warrington, 
Lancaster. 

Blackford 

June 8. Chelsea-

12 heads offamilies, Pray for assistance to emigrate to British 
cOllsi:.ting of 72 person!!. .America, as they are not ab1e to maintain their 

families, although a small advance in wages has lately taken place; 
they arc obliged to apply to the parish lor relief, and are thus 
become burthensome instead of useful members of society; state 
that whatever money may be expended to assist emigration, 
they will cheerfully repay in six or seven years, either in cash 
or produce of their farms. 

Applicant applies on behalf of himself and '1 

number of families, for assistance to emigrate to 
British America. 

- - - Applicant states, that after trying every 
means in his power to obtain subsistence, he is obliged to apply 
for assistance to emigrate to the British colonies, and thaI he 
will advance st. if required in part payment of the expense of 
emigration; that petitioner has a slight knowledge of the print
ing business, but that if required he can do any sort of labour 
under the direction of others; that applicant most earnestlv 
supplicates his prayer may be heard, as he has been so Ion;;' 
idle, and appearing to have no means of subsistence, !llthough 
he has a good character, yet he is afraid of being thought to b .. 
supported by dishonest or improper practices. 

3 P2 



APPENDIX TO THIRD REPORT OF THE 

AI3STR:\CTS 

Of all PETITIO~S and l\h.MORIALS received at the Colonial Depal'tment, fro III Persons 

desirous of Ellligrating from the United Kingdom. 

DATE 

of the --
Application. 

1826 : 

June 8. ---

8. 

10. 

12. 

20. ---

'21. ---i 
I 

- ---
nn ---

23· 

16. 

21. 

~ I 

July I. -
5· --

10. -
'". ---

~.-IRISH APPLICANTS. 

PLACE 

of Description. 

Re!:lidence. 

Arva pens' of 
2d reg'. 

~'ulDber 

of 

FAMILY. 

wife, 3 children 

6 in family -

-

S['DJECl' of APPLICATION. 

All his relations having become settlers in 
North America, he is desirous of following their 
example. 

Is desirous of emigll!lting to Canada. Clare 

Limerick wife, 7 children - Has had experience in farming, is possessed 
of 200 t.; and having visited Canada and the United States 
for the purpose of obtaining information as to the advantages 
those countries might afford to emigrants, is desirous of pro
ceeding thither as settler. 

Queen's co. pens' of 4 sons 
88th reg' 

Gahvay 

Balliva 

Cork 

Carlow 

Antrim 

Kilkenny 

Newry 

nnw carpenter. 

pensioner 4 sons, I daughter 
of 50th. 

late B"lliva . - -
volunteer. 

late 97th wife, 4 children -
- - 5 sons, 4 daughter. 

pens' of 4 sons, 4 daughters 
Queen':-; reg t 

of Rangers. 

"arioll~ 
trades. 

967 persons _ 

old soldier wife, 5 sons, I daug' 

Monaghan late 27th &. 
49th. 

Longford Ch~lsea I wife, I 
pensioners. I wife, I son, 3 daug" 

pens' of84th. . 
B.llylangford do f I I Wife 3 chIldren 

o 97t,,' -
Longford Chelsea 

pensioners. 

d" of 50th 

Colloonery do of 8 dg. 

7 wives, 19 sons, 
I 3 daughter~. 

wife, 3 children, 
wife, 4 children. 

wife, 2 children 

wife, 4 sons _ 
wife, 2 sons, 1 girl. 

Cork comb maker wife, + children 

Desirous of emigrating to North America. 

From the distressed state of Ireland, is de
sirous of settling at Halifax, where his three 
brothers reside. 

Requests grant ofland in North America. 

Desirous of proceeding to North America, 
and will there establish a comb manufactory. 

Desirous of emigrating to U. Canada, or 
elsewhere. 

Lost a leg in America under Lord ~orn
wallis, desirous of emigrating to N. AmerIca. 

Tenants on Lord Clifden's estate, desirous of 
emigrating. 

Desirous of proceeding to North America. 

Ditto. 

Desirous of emigrating to U. Canada. 

Ditto. 

Desirous of emigrating to North America. 

Ditto. 

• - • - • Ditto. 

- • Ditto. 

- • - - • Ditt". 

Ditto. 



DATE 

orth< 

Application. 

IB26: 
July 13. 

lB. 

21. 

30 • 

31. 

August 1. 

.3· 

7· 

8. 

9· 
12. 

16. 

20. 

Sept g. 

8. 

10. 

II. 

17· 
21. 

21. 

21. 

2'2. 

550. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION :-18l7. 

Abstracts of IRISH PETITIONS and MEMORIALS-continued. 

PLACE 

of 

Residence. 

Kirkentilloon 

COIk 

Longford 

Leitrim 

Dublin 

Baltinglass 

Longford 

Mellick 

Descriptiol .. 

manufac
turers. 

Number 

of 

FAMILY. 

certain heads 
families. 

SUBJECT of APPLICATION. 

Praying assistance on their behalf to emi
grate. 

builder 3sons, several daug" Desirous of emigrating to Canada. 

Chelsea 
pensioner. 

late seaman 

large family • Ditto. 

ditto Ditto. 

late q' mas' 3 sons 
of 8th 

- Requesting to know what land would be 
granted to him on emigrating to Canada. 

dragoons. 

cooper wife, 4- sons, 2 daug" Desirous of emigrating to U. Canada. 

- - - - - Ditto. Chelsea 
pensioner. 

lieu!. late 
3d vetn,. 

ensign 
half pay. 

half pay 

wife, 2 children -

Having already obtained a grant of 500 acres 
in Canada, prays to be conveyed there free of 
expense. 

- • - Having applied to Mr. Robinson in 1825 on 
the subject of Emigration, but, from the lateness of the applica
tion, in vain; now prays that he may be assisted, either this or 
any subsequent year, to emigrate. 

- - I Possessing capital of £. 300. is desirous of 
knowing what land would be granted to him in New !South 
Wales or Van Diemen's Land. 

--- Queen's co. pens'of3Jst wife, 3 children -
reg'. 

Requesting grant ofland in North America 

- - - - - Ditto. 

Belfast 

Cork 

Moy 

Kerry 

pensioner 

lieutenant 
half pay. 

wife, 7 children 

6 children 

Desirous of emigrating to Canada. 

- - - - - Ditto. 

Would emigrate to N. America, ifhe coulll 
obtain land sufficient to induce a f~w workmen 
to accompany him. 

Desirous of emigrating to U. Canada. 

Athlone I.te g8th tegt family- - Requesting grant of land near Kingston, 
North America, for the purpose of manufac 
turing salt. 

Kilkenny capt. late 
Westmeath wife, 9 sons, 2 daug' 

militia. 

Tyrone watchmaker wife, 2 children 

Longford late 8gth root wife, 6 children 

Gowran 

Tipperary 

Omagh 

Omagh 

Cork 

Longford 

nail y langfo,d 

Dublin 

Granard 

paupers 6 wives and families 

late lilt foot. 

family 

late seaman 

wife, 9 children 

late 70th ,eg' 

late 60th reg' wife, 4- sons -

pensioner family 
of 52dregt. 

Desirous of emig.ating to U. Canada. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

- - Ditto. 

Served in the American war under General 
Drummond; is desirous of emigrating to Queens
town in N. America, where his friends reside. 

Possessed of £.100; desirous to know what 
encouragement is given to Emigration. 

Requesting information as to Emigration. 

Desirous of proceeding to North Americll. 

- - - - - Ditto. 

- - 7 - - Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 



DATE 

of the 

Application. 

IS26 : 
Sept. 26. 

October 2. 

7· ,. 
14 .. 

21. 

23· 

28. 

Nov. 6. 

15· 

IS. 

23· 

~S. 

30. 

Dec. 13. 

21. 

~S. 

1827: 
Jan. 1. 

7· 

15. 

=1 

APPENDIX TO THIRD REPORT OF THE 

Abstracts of IRISH PETITIONS and "lE~IORIALS-continued. 

PLACE 

of 

Re~idence. 

Roscrea 

Sligo 

Cavan 

Stl'utha,'en 

Donegal 

Meath 

Tyrone 

Kerry 

Maybole 

Tipperary 

Descriptioll. 

pensioner 

nail ma
nufacturer. 

late 97th 

weavers 

paupers 

pensioner 
102d reg'. 

late Royal 
Artillery. 

yeomen 

manufac
turers. 

Number 

of 

F,\MILY. 

1 son, 6 daughters 

wife, 2 children -

~5 families -

10 persons -

wife, 2 children 

wife, 4 sons, 1 daug' 

10 children -
6 children -

SUBJECT of APPLICATION. 

Desirous of proceeding to North America. 

Ditto. 

Served in Spain and America; is desirous of 
settling in North America. 

Praying assistance to emigrate to U. Canada. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

• Ditto. 

Desirous of emigrating to U. Canada. 

Glassclough pensioner 

11 in family 

8 in family - Ditto - to N. America. 

(';1~tlpconncll Meath "\fililia 5 80ns, 3 daughters - - - - - Ditto. 

Athlone 
late Royal 
Artillery. 

5 children - -
wife. 4 sons, 1 daug' 
3 children - -

- - • • • Ditto. 

Tarbert.. late yeomanr.' \\-'ire, 5 children 

Clare - Int. 60th reg' wite, 2 children 

Desirous of emigrating to U. Canada. 

- Ditto. 

Maybole 

Monaghan 

Kerry 

Moate -

Mount
mellick. 

Tamlaght 

Frome 

Omagh, 
co. Tyrone. 

co. Kil
kenny. 

Tarbut, 
Kerry. 

co. Tip. 
perary. 

Fintona, 
Tyrone. 

weavers 30 families • 

pauper 

32 heads of families 

old soldier 

pensioner wife, 4 sons, 2 daur8 

paupers 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

- Ditto. 

_ - Ditto. 

N. America. 

U. Canada. 

On behalf of his parishioners, requesting 
assistance to enable them to emigrate. 

agriculturist 5 sons, 6 daughters Praying assistance to emigrate to America. 

paupers _ •• A pplies on behalf of. cer~ain distressed 
individuals of Frome who are desirous of emlgratmg to Canada, 
Van Diemell's Land: or to any of H. M. foreign possessions. 

pensioner, wife & 3 children· 
42d reg'. 

Desirous of emigrating to British North 
America. 

pensioner, 
99th reg'. 

widow 

mechanics 

pensioner 
of S9th reg'. 

late corp' 
12th reg'. 

Desirous of being sent to the Canauas, Nova 
Scotia or New Brunswick. 

1 son & 1 daughter Applies on behalf of her ch!ldren, for a free 
passage to the British settlements in North America, as they hOle 
not the means of defraying it. 

wives & 4 children 
each. 

Desirous of emigrating to ~orth America, 
and requesting to be informed If there are any 
free vessels to that country in the spring. 

Request free passage to British America. 

Ballymote magistrate 
for Sligo. 

• _ • Applies on behalf ofa person of respect. ability 
desirous of emigrating to Canada, and begs to kl\llw If auy 
encouragement is given by Government. 



DATE 

of tbe 

Application. 

18. 

20. 

-

22. 

-

26. 

27· 

~8. 

29· 

20· 

31• 

31. 

Feb. I. 

3· 

6. 

6. 

,. 

---

---

---

._--

---

---

---

---

---

---

---

---

SELECT COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION:-1.827. 

Abstracts of IRISH PETITIONS and MEMORIALS-continued. 

PLACE 

of 

Residellce. 

Fermoy, 
co. Cork. 

co. Ferma
nagh. 

Newtown
barry. 

Orliagh 

Deerpark, 
co. Carlow. 

co. Cavan 

Arva, 
co. Cavan. 

co. Carlow 

Fintona, 
co. Tyrone. 

Athlone 

Athlone 

l\I ount 
Mellick. 

co. Kil-
kenny. 

nere Island, 
Cork. 

I 
Granard I 

Description. 

serjeant in 
yeomanry 

corps. 

Chelsea 
pensioner 

ffUm 43d reg. 

yeoman 

discharged 
li'om 

99th reg'. 

pensioner 
from 

44th reg'. 

- -

pensioner 
li'urn 7th 

saplJers and 
lJUllers. 

pensioner 
from 31'" feg t

• 

pensioner 
from 14th 
It dragoons. 

late serj' 
mnjr in 

21st rcg l 

Il dragoons. 

o -

farmer 

pensioner 
I from Long-

ford militia. 

Roscrea 

Navnn, 
co. Meath. 

- 0 

pensioner 
fr'):)j 7 I~t 1\}. 

Cookstown yeoman 

Tip;v:ra,y Ilieul. half I'a)" 
! 111fe 9?t'h IP!:;!t, 

Number 

of 

FAMILY. 
SUBJECT of APPLICYfIO:-i. 

-----·---1----------

- • - Desirous of settling in Upper Canada, and 
requests the assistance of Government to further his views. He 
lIas had considerable experience in farming and gardening, and has 
likewise a mechanical turn of mind. 

wife and 4 sons 

wife and 4 children 

Requesting a free passage to any of the British 
settlements in North America, for himself and 
family. 

Purposes to emigrate to British America, and 
requests to know upon what terms Government 
woult! let him have 100 acres of land. 

wife and 3 sons - Applies for a f"'l" passage fot· himself and 
family, to the British ,ettiements in Korth 
America. 

- - - He is a protestant, and applies, for himself 
and two other protestant families desirous of emigrating to Upper 
Canada, to know what encouragement Government would give, 
and whether they might obtain a lot of land gratis. 

large family - - i Understands that Government make grants 
of land tu discharged soldiers, and prays for a free passage to 
British N. America for self and family. 

large family - - Proposes to settle in Upper Canada, and re-
quests instructions how he is to draw for his 
pension on his alTival. 

family - 0 - Applies for a grant of land 
North American settlements. 

in the British 

- - - Begs to be informed if there is a free passage 
found for pensioners to British North America, or New South 
vVales, mId whether grants of land are made to such persons 
in either colony. 

wife and j children 

4 sons & 4 daughters 

wife nnd !) children 

family - - -

wife and 8 children 

Requests a passuf(c for himself and family to 
British North America. 

Wi,hes to emigrate with his family to British 
North America, and requests instructions how 
to act. 

Pmys the assi,tance of Government to enable 
him to settle with his family in British North 
America. 

Is prepared to emigrate to the British American 
Colonies, and wishes to know the views of Go
vernment as to gl'anting aid to settlers. 

Is anxious to settle in any part of British 
North America, and solicits the aid of Govern. 
ment to carry his wishes into effect. 

wife and 9 children TI"(luesls a free passage for himself and family 
to the Briti,h settlements in North America, and any other en
couragement that may be given to pensioners. 

- 0 - I Begs to be informed if Government have it in 
contemplatinn to encourage emigration to the Canadas, as there 
are numbers of persons in that quarter desirous of pmceeding 
thither, if free passages are granted. 

wife and J" sons -

wife and [) children 

family -

Request s " fl'ee passage to British America 
for hilll8clf and family. 

- • - - Ditto. 

Solicit. a free passage, and grant of land ill 
Canada. 



DATE 

of tbe 

Application. 

182 7 : 

Feb. 8. 

8. 

12. 

1.J.. 

Ii-. 

15· 

15· 

15· 

16. 

DATE 

oftbe 

Application. 

1827 : 
Feb. 2\' 

20. 

-
-I' 

-

~8. 

---

---
---

---

---

-.-

---

---

--

---

---

PLACE 

of 

Residence. 

Ballybay 

APPENDIX TO THIRD REPORT 01: THE 

Abstracts of IRISH PETITIONS and MEMORIALS-continued. 

PLACE Number 

of De5cription. 
of SUBJECT of APPLlt:ATION. 

Re&idence. FAMILY. 

-----
I 
I 

Dunman-
, 

pensioners families - . Are anxious to emigrate to the British N. A. 
, of 18th I' Colonies, if their pensions are conlinued to way. 
I dragoons, them. 
& 25th foot. 

Castle- pensioner no family - - Requests pennission to join his brother in the 
blaney. from IJth regt • British North American settlements. 

Virginia pen8ioner wife and 1 child - Prays for a free passage to British Nonn 
from America, which he is informed Government 

45th reg'. allows to pensioners. 

Longford pensioner wife and 1 child - Requests a free passage to British America 
from for l,imself and family, or otherwise to Vall 

68th reg'. Diemen's Land. 

Athlone pen.ioner wife and 5 children Has received an answer to his application for 
from a free passage to Bri~ish N. America, stating that none was given; 

31st reg'. and now requests 3 yenrs advance of his pension, to enable him to 
defray his passage. 

Mount . . . - . - Requests an answer to an application on be-
!llellick. half of her uncle, William i\Io>s, late oftbe 18th 

light dragoons. 

Athlone pensioner wife, and 4 sons and Wishes to settle, with his family, in British 
from 2 daughters. ~ orth America, and applies for instructions 

45th foot. and aid. 

Longford late of the wife and 1 child . Requests the assistance of Government to 
63d reg'. enable him to emigrate to any of the British 

settlements in America; he has no pension, 
and is unable to defray his passage. 

Cookstown yeoman wife and 5 children Prays for a free passage to any of His ~Ia-
jesty's settlements. 

Number 

Deicription. of SUBJECT of the APPLICATION. 

P'A~IlLY . 

farmer . - - - wife and 7 children I ls preparing to go out and.settle ~s a fa~mer 
III Upper ~anada; can pay th" expenses of the pas.age, but i. demous, tf pOSSible, 
of procurmg a grant of land on arrival. 

. . daughters. factory in Dublin, but latterly. kept a shOji 
Mountrath \ tradesman - - I wife, 4 sons and 4 \ Was formerly partner in an extensive manu-

Ill, • and occupIed a omall farm near, Mountrath; owing to losses til trad~ he I~ 
de .... ous of settling in Canada; is able to pay for his passage, but prays tor any 

Dingle 

Limerick 

ROllcommon 

Goresbridg€ 

D' 

Crumlin Hill 

further encouragement Government may deem fit to grant. 

paupers. • - I families - • I Pray on behalf of their own familie, aDd 
many others, for a free passage to Upper Canada, or elsewhere; they have more than 
once, under f~lse hopes of enconragement, .old all their effects and proceeded to 
Cork, and are to consequence utterly ruined. 

- - • - • _ Prays for a grant of 200 acres of land in 
Prince Edward Island, and he will defray the 

pensioner from 66th 
regiment. 

pen.ioner from 98th 
regiment. 

- - . -
weaver . - -

"ife and 3 children. 

- . - -
family - - . 

expeme of his passage. 

Heque~ts a free passage .for himself and 
family to British t\orth AmerIca. 

• • _ _ • Ditto, _ for himself and some 
relatives. 

. - - - . Ditto • for himself. 

- - . . _ Ditto, for himself and family. 
Co. Pt'Tmanagh pensioner from 41st family - - Reljuests a free a passage to British Awe-

regiment rica, for himself and family. 
Eyrecourt . - wife Ditto _ for hilllielf aDd wife. - . - - . - - . . -
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DATE 

of the 

ApplicatilJll. 

PLACE 

of 

Residence. 

----J---\--
lSQi: 1 

Description. 

Number 

of 

FAMILY. 

SUllJECT of the APPLICATION. 

-----------1-------------- 1--------------------------------

I 
Mor. 1. Enniscorth Y I pensioner fmm 52d 

regiment. 
wife and child - I Reque'ts a free passage to British America, 

Murroe 

Grange, 
co. Antrim. 

Magherafdt 

z. Portadown 

3. Killenaule 

pen<ioner from royal 
artillery. 

ditto from 73d regi
ment. 

paupers -

I or Kcw South 'Vales. 

wife and large family I Desirous of emigrating to Upper Canalia. 

wife, 3 sons and 5 
daughters. 

Solicits a grant of land in and free passage> 
to Upper Canada, for himlieif amI family. 

family Requests a free passage to British America, 
with the permission to 'l'ttle where he "Icase" 
otherwise he will pay his own. 

_ _ _ Requests information as to the quantity of 
bnd grantc!\ in Canada to emigrants with a capital of 200 I. 
and whether any other encouragcment is held out. 

large families - Beg to be sent out to Canada, or K ew South 
". ales. 

4. Moye, pauper- - wife and 2 children Requests a frce passage to British North 
co. Tyrone. 

Carlow 

5· Dublin 

" 
Baltinglass 

8. Roscrea 

pensionel' from 32d 
regiment. 

Cornet h. p. royal 
waggon train. 

\ 

late serj. Baltinglass 
yeomanry cavalry. 

pensioner - -

ditto • 

wife and 7 children 

6 daughters ant! I 

son. 

America. 

Ditto. 

Prays for aid to en~ble him to proceed as a 
settler to North America. 

Ditto for hiIDSE If and others, labourers 
~"d mechanics, in that part of the country. 

Solicits a free passage for himself ant! family 
to 1>rili,h North America. 

Clough wife and 5 children Requests a free passage to the British Ame-

10. 1 ~rona:;han late soldier in 49th and 
27th regiments. 

lI1agherareil late private 31st regi- family 
1IIl'1lt. 

10. Drumlane pauper 

10. Ditto ditto 

12. Clonmell 

12. Ditto 

I ~'l' Dungannon 

1~. Portadown 

13· Capagolan 

13· 

Navan 

KilJashee 

Clough 

agricultural labourer 

ditto 

pensioner from 79th 
regiment. 

pauper - - -

half-pay officer in Tip
perary militia. 

nensioner from 31 st 
• regiment. 

agriculturists -

pensioner -

Killisandra pensioner from 818t 
regiment. 

wife, 3 sons, and 
5 daughters. 

wife. 4 sons, and 
1 daughter. 

family, 6 in number 

family, 9 in number 

family - - -

wife and 6 children 

wife, 3 sons, and 
3 daughters. 

large families 

family - -

wife, and 3 children 

Newport pauper - large family -

550. 

Clough, 
co. Down. 

Mountrath 

Clough, 
co. Down. 

pauper 

pensioner from 50th 
regiment. 

pauper 

family of nine -

wife, 4 sons, and 
4 daughters. 

family of 7 persons 

J Q 

ricall Scttl~ments. 

Ditto, for himlielf a"d t'Xo others. 

- - - Ditto, for himself and r.,mily. 

. Requests a free passage to the British Ame
nean Settlements, for himself and family. 

- - - - - Ditto. 

A I'plir' for encouragement to enable him to 
settle with his family in one of the British 
N ....... colonies. 

- - - - Ditto. 

Applies for a free passage to North America. 

Ditto. 

Requests a grant of land in Canada. 

!lequests encouragement to emigrate to 
Bntlsh North America. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Solicits the aid of Government to enable him 
lielf and family to emigrate to Upper Canada. 

Applies for a free passage for himself an, 
family, to the British American E'ettlements. 

- - - - - Ditto - and grant of land. 

Solicit, the means of emigrating to the 
British N. A. settlements. 
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jJ.\1E PLM'I: 

of the of 

Application. Residence. 

1827 : 
Feb. 19. Kilcooly 

Abbey. 

Description. 

Number 

of 

FAMILY. 

SUBJECT uf the APPLICATION. 

Prays for encouragement to enable to him 
emigrate. 

23. Ballyshannun farmers and labourers families - A pplies in their behalf for aid to enable 
them to emigrate to Canada. 

l\lar. 13. Camolin, schoolmaster • 

1826: 

co. Wexford. 

1+ Hathfrieland late 8th regiment 

14. Gore,bridge pensioner from 103d 

16. 

17· 

17· 

17· 

20. 

Mullingar 

Dungannon 

Myshall, 
co. Carlow. 

Rathdrum 

Six ~Iile 
Bridge, 

co. Clare. 

fl'giment. 

yeoman -

carpenter 

farmer 

pensioner from '7 +th 
regiment. 

21./ ~tradbally, -
Queen's co. 

Nov. 2. llallymaholl late seaman 

1827: 
Jan. 6. Dublin solicitor -

Feb. 1. Cootehill labourer - - 0 

16. Virginia pensioner, R. Meath 
Militia. 

17· Athlone pensioner from 11 th 
foot. 

wife Desirous of emigrating to North America. 

Requests to be informed how he is to get 
a grant of land in North America. 

- Prays for a free passage to British Nortb 
America. 

family of 9 - - - - - - Ditto - to Canaoa. 

3 sons and 1 daugh' Prays for assistance towards emigration. 

Prays for a free passage, and grant of land 
in British America. 

wife, and 10 children Requests a free passage for himself and 
family, and his father-in-law and son.in-Iaw, to 
Britisb America. 

wife, and 2 children Solicits a free passage to Halifax, N. Scotia, 
and to be allowed to draw his pension there. 

wife, and 5 children Requests free passage to Upper Canaoa. 

- Requests a grant ofland in British America; 
will pay his own passage. 

7 sons and 3 dangh" Applies on behalf of a widow and 10 chil-
dren, for a ".rant of land, and assistance from Government, to 
emigrate to Canada. This family brought up to agricultural 
pursuit" and propose to take 3 or 4 workmen to Canaoa. 
Offers pecuniary aid in addition to what may be afforoed by 
Government. 

wife and 4 children 

wife and 5 children 

wife and 3 children 

Applies for a free passage, and assistance to 
emigrate to Canada. 

Prays for a free passage to the British 
American Colonies. 

Ditto - 0 and rations. 

March Brookborongh paupers _ - 3 heads offamilies, 
with 4 children each. 

Requests assistance to emigrate. 

s. Belfast ensign Gibbs, 8th sons 
R. V. Bn. 

12. Ballylongford - - - - - wife and 8 children 
~O. Ballintaggert labourer - 0 - wife, 

daughters. 
1 son, 3 

- DO dO - 0 - no family - -- DO dO 0 - 0 wife, 1 male, 1 fe-
male child. 

- Lisburn late ~7th foot 0 - large family _ -- Granard pensioners - - 5 heads of fami-

17· Monaghan 
I lies, ~o persons. 

pensioner, 6th drao 5 sons, 3 daughters 
goons. 

- Grange out·pensioner, ordnance wife and 3 children 
18. C~t1e- pensioner from 8th wife and 7 children bellmgltam.! foot. 

Applies for instruction, in ord~r to be put in 
possession of grant of land for himself & son •. 

Wishes to proceed to Canada. 

For assistance to proceed to British America. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Requests free passage to British America. 

Pray for assistance to emigrate to Canada. 

Requests free passage, anrl grant of land io 
Upper Canada. 

Prays for free passage to British America. 

DO to be takea out to British America. 



DATE 

of the 

Application. 

1827 : 
Mar. 19· 

20. 

21. 

PLACE 

of 

Residence. 

Omagh. 

Dromore 

Grana ... l 

Dublin, 
Annesley 
Lodge. 

Castleblany 

Monaghan 

co. Kildare 

DllImsaliagh 

Dromera, 
Dromore. 

Tipperary 

Bailiborough 

Tempo, 
Enniskillen. 

Enniskiilen 

Kilderrory 

~". i Rathdrum 

i 

- I Mountgun 

23.jMagherafeIt 

Camolin, 
co.Wexford 

Magherafelt 

Belturbet 

25· Irvinstown 

2G. Drogheda 

Leitrim 

Leitrim 

Athbul'. 
co. Meath. 

DrumlaiD, 
co. Cavan. 
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l'iumber 

Description. of SUBJECT of the APPLICATION. 
F.\~IILY. 

~-----" 

wife and 3 children Wishes to emigrate to British America. 

wife and 5 children Begs for a passage to Do 

2 pensioners, 60th G sons - Do - to Canada. 
and 58th reg". 

Requests information as to the encourage
ment whi~h Government will g"ant to persons emigration- to British America, 
provided a fllmily, consisting of six persons, bring a capital of 100 t. for each 
person respectively; and what quantity of land will be given. 

pensioner, 11 th foot - Requests to know the quantity of land he is 

wiuo'w 

pensioner, 9ith foot -

clergyman 

lieutenant, lute 99th 
regiment. 
pensioner, 87th reg' -

out-pensioners, Chelsea 

farmers 

late of the Kilkenny 
militia. 

farmer, but sC"ved 
in the yeomanry. 

late of the 88th reg' 

pensioner from ;;;d 
loot. 

teacher 

pensioners of the 
noard of Ordnanae. 

pensioner 6+th re-
giment. 

pensioner, 4th regiment 

pensioner 

pensioner, 46th foot 

3 children 

5 children 

~ heads of fami
lies, 13 persons. 

100 heads of fa
milies. 

wife and family 

entitled to in British North America, and 
w hethe,' free passage is granted. 

Requests a free passage to Dritish Amcric', 
& further indulgcncies, beinga soldier's widow. 

Prays for free passage to British America. 

Hequests assistance to enable them to emi
grate to British America. 

Applies, on behalf of these families, for aid 
to enable them to settle in Canada, in conse
quence of tl.e depression of the linen trade. 

Requests a grant of land, and free passage 
to British Korth America. 

Requests a free p"","gc te.> Dritish America. 

3headsoffamilies, Requests to know if they are entitled to 
18 persons. I a free 11~1.:~sagc to British Aml!rica, and how they 

are to proceed; ami the clergymen of thei,' parish have 
certified the goodness of their characte,,: and that I'o"ill be an 
example to o·thers. 

~ headsoffamilies, I 'Vish to proceed as settlers to B,itish A".c-
6 persons. rica, and what allowance will be granted. 

- _ Prays for assistance to emigrate to nriti~h 
America, in Ordei" to prl'n~nt starvation, as he is reduced to 
extreme di~tri_':::s; wHl to grant the same encouragement as has 
been given to other t:migrants. 

'1"it~· & 4 sons & 5 Desires to emigrate to nritish "orth America, 
I Sir/s, 7 adulL, & 4 and pmys for a free passage, and grant of land. 

under age. Encloses a certificate of good character. 

wife c\: 3 sons & 3 
daughters, 8 per.::ions. 

2 heads offamilies, 
in all 12 persons. 

wife and -} children 

iarge family -

C,mily consists of 
4 persons. 

" heads of families, 
6 persons. 

wife and 3 children 

wife and G children 

wife, 4 sons and 1 
daughter. 

'Vishes to become a settler in Nova Scotia, 
and prays for a free passage, and grant of land. 

Prays to be placed on the British American 
Establishment, and to receivci,is pension there; 
and prays that he may be sent out this Spring. 

Desirous of emigrating to British North 
America. 

Supplicates for assistance to enable them to 
emigrate to Canada. 

Prays for a free passage to Driti,h North 
America. 

Prays for a free passage to British America, 
and for the customary allowance to pensioners. 

Solicits a free passage to British America 
with any other favour Government may b~sto\\'. 

Applies for a free passage to :Korth America. 

Ditto. 

Applies for ditto to Montreal, in order to 
become a settler there. 

Anxious to emig"ate to British A merica, but 
cannot defray the expenses; and prays for 
" free passag". Encloses a certificate of good 
character from the clergyman of his parish. 



APPENDIX TO THIRD REPORT OF THE 

Abstracts of IRISH PETITIONS and ,\IDIURIALS-continued. 

DAn: PLACE 

of the of 

Application. Residence. 

1827 : 
!\lar.27. Cookstown 

31. 

Lisburn 
I 

~Iagherafelt: 
I 

Bailiborongh I 
Cookstown I 

Bailiborough I 
Nama}', I 

co. Kildare. 

Ballinamor) 

Limerick 
Mohili 

Description. 

pensioner from 64th 
foot. 
late of 2d foot -

- 18th light dragoons 

pensioner, ~7th reg t 
-

d" 6!Jth regiment 
of foot. 

do 

late of 99th regiment 

labourer -

out· pensioner from 
Chelsea. 

April 1. Athlane late 62d regiment 

Number 

of 

FAmLY. 

a ~mall family 

3 sons & I daughter 
a rising family 

wife and 3 children 

wife 

2. Donybrook pensioner. 37th foot, wife and 3 children 
and cordwainer. 

SUBJECT of tbe APPLTCATlOY. 

Wishes to emigrate to British America. 

Ditto. 

A pplies for free passage, and other advan
t~ges. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 

\y"hes to know if there be a grant of lund 
in British America. 

Wishes to emigrate, and from his knOlvled!(e 
of the country, thinks he could repay the 
expenses. 

Applies for a free passage to British America. 

\\ ishes to emigrate, if encouraged. 
- - - - Ditto. 

Solicits for a passport to North America. 

Applies for free passage for himself and 
family, in order that he may become a settler 
in British America. 

ditto Wishes to proceed with his family to Canada, 
and applies for a grant of land. 

1. Dungannon late royal artillery 

Kilbeggan labourers 2 heads of families, Wish to emigrate to British America. 

3 

3. 

5· 

!\loy 

Dromor 

Dublin 

Stradbally 

Mount 
Loftus. 

Rathdrum 

cOn':-hting of 13 pt'r~un~. 

pensioner; by trade wife and 6 child"en 
a cooper. 

pensioner f>sth foot - family of 5 children 

gardener 

late of IOlst regiment 

blacksmith 

yeoman -

has a family 

wife and 2 children 

father and mother, 
wife and 4 children. 

wife and 2 children 

2. Cootehill late 9th dragoons himself and family 

3· 

l\Iol1ill 

1\ra~!Uires 
Bridge. 

Dromore 

Parson's 
Town. 

Stradooe 

farmer and linen weaver no family 

pensioner, royal ar
tillery. 

pensioner, 3d battalion 
60th foot. 

serj'ia royal engineers 

out·pensioner R. H. 
Chelsea. 

wife and 6 children 

family of 7 children 

family of 7 -

Castle D' - 9i1. per day _ 
Bellingham.! has a large family 

I 

Applies for a free pas~age to Briti.h America, 
as he cannot procure the necessaries of life. 

"'i,hes to emigrate to Uppe,' Canada, and 
applies fa" a free passage, &c. and will cause his 
sons to be enrolled ill the militia. 

W ishc£ to emigrate to British America. 

D' - - and for fi'ee passage, in order to 
be saved from dying from actual want. 

Applies for free pmage to British America. 

D· _ - understands every art connected 
with the trade of a smith, and can be recom
mended. 

Applies for a grant of land in Canada, and 
free passage. 

DO _ - - - DO. 

Wishes to emigrate to British America; i. 
young; has a good constitution, and can be 
strongly recommended; applies for encourage· 
ment., in consequence of the depressed state of 
the linen manufacture. 

Applies for free passage for himself and 
family, and other privileges proposed to out
pensioners. 

Wishes to emigrate to British America with 
his family. 

States, that he will emigrate to Can~da at 
his Own e'pense, if possible, aDd apl'lies for 
a grant of land. 

States, that there are Il number of pensioner. 
anxious to emigrate to Canada. 

Anxious to emi grate withlUs family to Canada. 
and applies for assistanc!!. 
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DATE 

of tbe 

PLACE 

of 

Application. Re!iden<:e. 

1827 : 

Aprils. Strokestown 

6. Ballymahon 

Clones 

Dublin 

Descriplion. 

yeoman in the cavalry, 
and parish clerk of 
Strokestown church. 

out-pensioner, 38th 
foot. 

pensioner, 58th foot -

Number 

of 

FAlIIILY. 

wife,s sons, and 
+ daughters. 

family of 7 persons 

has a family • 

pensioner, now a baker wife, but no children 

8. Portglenone' pensioner .. 2 sons 

Eyrecourt lately in the militia, wife and 5 children 
now a weaver. 

10. Cookstown pensioner, 29th foot - wife and family 

SUBJECT of the APPLICATION. 

Applies for aid to emigrate with his family to 
Nc'\\' Brunswick or Upper Canada, in conse
quence of distre" brought on by the reduction 
of one-half of his salary as parish clerk, which 
was his chief support; can get certificates of 
good character from the minister of the parish, 
and also the gentry of the neighbourhood. 

Anxious to know if there be a free passage to 
British America, and hoI\' he .hall apply for it. 

Applicant finds his rCI"io~ not sufficient tn 
<upport his f.lnJily, and wishes to proceed to 
British America; he is anxIOUS to know what 
allowance is given to discharged soldier •. 

Wi,hes to emigrate to Quebec to join Ili. 
friends, and follow his trade. 

\ri,hcs to go to British .-\merica; and state., 
that 12 pensioners are anxious to emigrate also, 
if encouraged, and requesls information upon 
the subject. 

Applies for a free passage to British America, 
and inclose:;; a te~timonial of gnod character, 
and recommendation from the vicar of hi. 
parish. 

A prlie. for a free passage for himself and 
family to British America . 

11. Belfast out·pensioners, Chelsea 2 families • I Applicant, ask for a free passa!,e for them· 
sch l'~ and f~\milies to Briti~h ,\I1H rica, as they 
cannot get employment, and their pensions will 
not support their familic,. 

- Enniscorthy pensioner, 73d foot - -

,. 

12. 

16. 

55 0 . 

Banagher painter and glazier -

Ballinasloe pen,ioner, 12th vet" wife and 1 SOn 
batt". 

Killeavey, farmer . - - wife, 3 @ions, 
co, ArmlJgh, 2 daughters. 
apoliciilj~)n 

from Nl·wry. 

naltinglass farmer 

Nenagh latelr a lieutenant in 
the 50th. 

and 

Appiies for a letter of indulgPl1ce, in order 
that he may present it to the Governor of Lower 
Canada upon his arrival. 

Intends to emigrate to Cl'per Canada, and 
begs to know ifhe can get a frl'l' pa;,sage, or any 
encouragement to per.ons or his description. 

\Yi,hes to emigrate to British America, and 
implores directions how he shall proceed. 

Requests that he and his family may be ac
cept':d among,t others who may be sent Ollt by 
Government to British America, as hi, famil" 
have been brought up to a;;ricultural pursuits: 

Applicant states he will refund the expen5e, 
attending the emigration of himself Rnd fol
lowers, and begs they may be "ent to British 
America this season. He states that they are 
skilled in agricultural pursuits. 

Applies to be sent to Canada to superintend 
the emigl'Hnts, and incloses a pamphlet written 
by himself, intituled, " The Emigrant's Guid~ to 
the Canadas." From his knowledge of Canada, 
he wi~hes to emigrate. 

:3 Q 3 
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DATE PLICE 

of tile of Dl'scrip!ion. 
Application. Itcsirienc{'. 

182; : 

April 9. 
Grenane, \ :b~urin~f~l~r ---

Bantry gay, 

Pallisgrean I formerly in Limerick 
, militia. 

Killgstown pensioner 51St regt. 
now a mason· 

12, l3allymahon formerly in the ;\avy 

Number 

of 

FA)IlL ¥. 

wife and children 

a large family 

2 sons 

SUBJECT of the ArPLIC.ITIO;-'. 

\--------------- -----
Solicits for encouragement to emigrate to 

C 'itish America, and prays for information. 
A pplies for assistance to settle in British 

America, as he cannot support his family. 
Solicits to be sent to Canada, as they cannot 

get employment. 

Prays for a certificate of recommendation to 
the Governor of Canada, in order that he may 
enllgrate, 

Roscrea - Chelsea pensioner, 8 children Prays for a grant of land and free passa~e for 
/;illlSci,· <wd family to British America. " 

14, 

I 

]5, 

16. 

4· 

Clough, 
co, DO\vll. 

Abbeyleix 

Firbanc, 
King's co. 

Cookstown 

Rathkeale 

Abbeylcix 

lIloy -

Five :ITile 
Town. 

I 

Clough 

: I Do -

Cahmconli,h 

1'"lIisb~g 
Pallisgreane 

2;;th reg!. 

pensioner 8th rEgt. -

blacksmith 

serjeant major in the 
yeomanry. 

out-pensioner -
D' - 12th drag' 

linen weaver 

lately in tIle Army 

D' in the yeomanry 

pensione~ 

-I 
out-pensioner 41st 

regiment. 

G. Itoscommon under sheriff, Ros-
common. 

~ heads offamilies, Solicit for instructions relative to embarka-
CLlI~i~tjIlg; of 17 persun.", tion for British America, as they perceive by 

the public new'papers that the funds are open for the encou
ragement of emigration from the United Kingdom, and con· 
se(]uently they hold themselves in readiness. 

Prays for information whether Government 
will advance him any money, to enablel,im to 
emigrate to British America, wl'ich he will re
pay from his pension. 

family of 10 persons Pre'}"' for a free passage and grant of land in 
Britdl ,\merica, in order to prevent himself 
and family from I:1mishing. 

wife and 10 children Prays for a free passage for himself and family 
to any of the British settlements, as some of his children arc 
mechanics, who by ::.'ood cO:lLluct and industry in the colonies 
will become respectable members of society, and will get secu
rity for their honesty. 

wife and 5 children I Applies for free passage to St. John·s, Ne\v 
Drullswick. 

_ 'Vishes to emigrate to British America, and 
applies for information whet.her Government will advance any 
money to pensioners to enable them to subsist, and pal': thei.r 
p"ssage, and also where the pensioner can be receIved In ,,"lIsn 
A IJI\.-Ti ca. 

wife, 3 sons, and 
I daughter. 

I Applies for free passage to British America. 

I 
:~:e aa~:m~:hildre~ I Applies for fre::as,age to DritiJl America. 

wife and 3 children I DO - and to know if he can 
receive his pension in British America. 

wife anll 9 children I Applies for free passage to British America. 

_ _ _ A pplicant refers to a petit!on signe~ by the 
heads of several hundred families imploring aId to emIgrate to 
Canada, which he had transmitted; and states, that those pe~· son~ have the most sanguine expectations of being sent out dus 
Spnng, which will relieve them from the misery and suffe~l~gs 
they endure, and begs for information whnt time the ExpedItIOn 
will take place. 

_ _ _ I States that a few poor families have applied 
to him for some assistance to emigrate to Ilritish Ameflca, as 
they are in great c1istress, without the means of support or pr~
spect of employment; and requests to be informed, whether If h~ should advance some money to each individual? Go,.~rn~ellt 
WIll be pleased to give him any assistance in carrymg tlus object 
of mercy into execution. 
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DATE PLACE 
of 

l\~ umber 

of 

F'AilIlLY • 

of the Description. 
.l\pplicatiun. Residence. 

1827 : 
April 9. 

12. 

15· 

Thomond, 
co. Clare. 

Dublin formerly an officer 
of yeomanry. 

pensioner (serjeant 
8th regiment.) 

Drumsna • artisan 

Cookstown linen weaver 

Tarbert • 

Ballibay • 

Moy • -

Fluny 
Bridge. 

out-pensioner • 

labourer. 

yeoman • 

Thurles - weaver, lately in 5-1t:] 

.1 r~gime~t. ~ 
Moy • 

wife and:, children 

wife and 7 children 

7 children 

6 children 

wife and 5 children 

family of 9· -

SL"DJECT of the APl:'LICATIOli. 

States that he applies with the consent of 300 
persons, who have intrusted him to memorial on 
their part for assistance to emigrate to British 
America. 

Is anxious to emigrate to Brit:sh ..:\merica, 
if encouraged by Government. 

Applies for a free passage for himself and 
family to British America. 

!I Pl'lics for a small grant of land in British 
America. . 

.. \ pplies for a free passage to British America. 

DO 

Wishes to emigrate with his family to British 
America, and applies for information. 

wife and 1 child - Applicant states that he sold his property in 
order to embark with the emigrants that "crc sent (Jut by 
Government, but that the people were all on boanl, and that he 
was too late; and prays that he may be sent as a ,ettkr to 
British America. 

5 boys and 3 girls -

family of 5 - -

Wishes to emigrate to British Amelic,], and 
applies for assistance and infOI·mation. 

Cannot !!et employment, and llcgs he may be 
sent with his family to British America. 

'Yishe3 to emigrale to British America, and 
applies for information. 

Clough • lately in the yeomanry family Of13 persons Applies for assistance to emigrate to Briti,h 
America. 

14· Dungannon schoolmaster 
College. 

16. Moy - - weaver, late of the wife and 6 children 
militia. 

18. Blackwater- linen weaver 
town. 

Charlemont 
Garrison. 

DO • and lately in 
the yeomanry. 

Cookstown linen weaver 

Cookstown 

- I Charlemont 

Moy 

- Charlemont 

linen weaver 

D' 

DO and lately in the 
yeomanry. 

wife and 1 son 

wife, mother, and 
2 children. 

wife and 6 children 

father, ,,"ife, and 7 
children. 

wife and 5 children 

wife, 4 sons, and 4 
daughters. 

wife and 4 children 

DO and formerly in wife and 3 children 
the royal arty. 

Crumlen Hill weaver 

Limerick land steward 

Cook5town pensioner 

'0. Belfast 

23. Tullamore 

a widow· 

out-pensioner, 89th reo 
giment. 

wife and ~ chilcll'en 

wife,4 sons, 2 daugh
ters. 

6 sons and 4 daugh
ters. 

wife and child 

Petitions to be sent out as an emigrant school. 
m3ster to Canada; and as proof of being pro
perly qualified, inclosc:-. n dOCUlllcnt which he 
received froLll Lord D'Uil;orllul'0n the subject. 

Prays for a fr(,(, p:l~::-,a,!2/' to British America 
for hilllsclfand family, with olheradvantages. 

D" 

Prays for free passage to Driti,h America, 
and cncloscs certificak of good conduct. 

Prays for free passage to British America. 

• - - - - Do 

I)' 

- - - - - D' 

Applies, through the Bishop of Limerick, for 
n free pa.sage for himself allli family t.1 British 
America, and encloses a recommendation from 
a Ilumber of magistrates of the co. Limerick. 

Requests to know if he can obtain a grallt of 
land in British America. 

Pr~y.s for a fr~e passage ~or .herself and family 
to Bnush Amenca, as she IS In g"eat distress. 
_ • _ • • Do 



DATE PLACE 

of the of 

J\pplication. Re~idellce. 

1827: 
Apr. 23. Killysandra 

- Tullamore 

- Eyrecourt 

- DO 

- Virginia 

24· Athlone 

- Blackwater 
Town. 

- Burrisakane 

25· Ca'tlebel. 
lingh:.m. 

Mar. 31. Dublin 

Apr. 25.1 Tandragee 

28./ Ramult 
I_ 

I
IFH'C.JIJleTUWn 

- TemplclOorc 

29· 

-
30. 

-
May 5. 

Dingle 

Rynn 
Mount Melick 

Antrim 

]\joy 

Tarbert 

Killoghter 

Dungannon 

April 12. Newry 

14· Drumoland 

APPEi\DlX TO THIRD REPORT OF THE 

Abstracts of IRISH PETITIONS and :lIE:\10RIALS-continuea. 

Dt'!cription. 

out.pensioner, from 
8th dragoons. 

out pensioner, 11 th reo 
giment. 

pensioner - -
lfcm'er - - -

lately in the 100dth reo 
giment of foot. 

shoemaker - -

DO and weaver 

linen weaver, lately a 
yeoman. 

out-pensioner -

solicitor -

schoolmaster 

out· pensioner -

formerly in the militia, 
now a pauper. 

pensioner ~d regi. 
ment foot. 

- - -
per.sioner - -

shoemaker & white. 
smith, and lately in 
the yeomanry. 

Number 

of SUBJECT of the APPLICA TION. 
FA~IILY. 

- -- - Applies for a free passage to British America 
and a grallt of land. ' 

wife and 3 children A pplies for a free passage to British America. 

wife and 5 children - - - - - Do 

wife, 2 sons, and 5 - • • - - Do and encloses certificate 
daughters. (from the Archdeacon of Clonfert) that peti. 

tioner is a fit object for the boon. 

family of 7 persons 

wife and child -

wife and 6 children 

Applies for a free passage to British America. 

DO 
Do 

- - - - Do 

A pplies for instructions how he shall receive 
his pension at Quebec. 

a young family - States that the distress of the country i. 80 

great, that he \·:ishes to emigrate to Canada 
and applies for a grallt of land. ' 

wife and 6 children Applies on beJ,alf of himself and three heads 
of famiiies, for the benefits of emigration to Briti,h America, 
and requests the fullest information. 

Requests for information upon the .ubject of 
emigration to B,·iti.h America. 

wife and 5 children Applies for a free passage for himself and 
family to British America. 

- - • A pplies on behalf of himself and a number of 
other persons, whether there be any chance of getting a free 
passage to British America this season, as they are in a state of 
starvation, and would gladly repay the expense of their emi
gration as soon after their landing as possible. 

Requests information on behalf of a number 
of t,m"ers and tradesmen, who wish to settle in 
Canada. 

3 daughters - - Proys that he and family may be sent as emi. 
grant; to BI'itish America. 

- - - Hequests to know if he can have a free pas· 
£age to 1'\ L'W Brunswick. 

wife and 8 children Prays that he and his family may be taken 
free ui- expense to British America. 

wife and 8 children 

2 heads of families 

Is anxious to emi~rate with his family to 
British America, and prays for information. 

Pray for assistance to emierate to Canada. 

• - - A pplicant states that he has been applied to 
by a number of poor inhabitants, principally labourers, ~armers 
and weavers (who wish to emigrate to British Am~rtca), to 
make their wishes known to Goverument, as their mIsery and 
wretchedness is too great to contemplate. 

• - - I Applies on the part of a numb~r of p.oor 
persons to know whether any allocation of lands and Imm:chate 
support will be granted by Government, in British Amert.ca, to 
Emigr~nts; and states that the parties inten.ding to eml!;'.ate 
are actIve young people, not overburthened wIth brge f~mlhes, 
an~ possessing little property beYOl,d the means of payIng for 
theIT passage; and although provisions are in ab~ndance and 
cheap, still the distre;;s is very intense, many actIve la~ourerl 
not receiving one shilling for their labour since last ChrtStllll!. 



DATE pJ.ACE 

of the of 

Application. Residence. 

18~7 : 
KiI1yman Apr. 23· 
Glebe. 

28. M'Mellick 

Golden 
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Description. 

Number 

or SUBJECT of the APPLICATION. 
FAMILY. 

• _ 2 persons - -I ~pplicants state that their father was a Major 
in the Army, but t~at as th~y have not etther money or .mterest, to procure employ
ment or to enter mto busmes:, they h~ve turned their thoughts upon emigrating 
to Canada as settlers; and havmg received a good educatIOn and also J)osses5ing 
a knowledge of agriculture, they request to be employed in any manner r ,nnected 
with emigration to Canada. 

out·pensioner - - 2 families . . A pplicant requests a free passage himself 
and wife, and also for his brother's family, [0 

Canada. 

farmer - - - 11 persons . - Prays for a free passage to Canada, where 
his friends reside. 

May 1. Pallas ' out-pensioner -

I 

- wife, + sons, and 
2 daughters. 

Applies for a free passage to Canada, and a 
grant of land. 

1827 : 

Grean. 

11. Limerick - - - wife, 4 sons, and 
3 daughters. 

: 
I , 

Carrickmacros! - - - family consists of 
3 persons. 

7. Fermoy I - - -
G. Swanlinbarl lately an armourer 

in the Navy. 

8. Ball) bravo i - - . -i Lnniskillen! lieutl'nant half-pay 35th 

10 persons. -

wife and 4 children 

:'tt"\\'l'Irt~!o",n 

- vo 
9· Longford 

- Cahir 

- Cashel 

- Kilren 

I 
I 

I 
lately a soldier, but 

has no pension. 

.. ife and ~ children 

wife and + children 

weaver and in police 11 persons - -

pensioner 7ith foot - wife and I son -

late a soldier in the ~ heads of families 
royal artillet·y. 

Prays that he may be granted a free passage 
for himself and family to Canada, in order that 
he may escape fmm the persecution of the 
Rockites and Whiteboys. 

Prays for a free passage to Canada. 

DO 

States that several poor persons wish to 
emigrate with applicant to Canada, and applies 
for encouragement and assistance. 

Applies for a free passage to Canada, and 

I e:cl~ses_ ce~ti~cat~~f :oo~ c~ar~:er. 
- - - - - 0' 

- - - - - D' 

- - - - - Do 

- - - - - D' 

May 13. Cahirconu.b applicant and family Prays for 3 free passage to British America. 

- Blackwater , Town, 
Co. Annagh. 

14· Flurry Bridge, 
Co. Louth. 

18. Bantry 

22. Mo~, 
Co.Tyroue. 

23.. Newry 

- Ardfarnan, 
C{l, Tipperary. 

- Charlemont 

550. 

pensioner, at 6 d. wife and 5 children 
per day. 

DO 

family consisting 
of 10 persons. 

- - - - - D' - states he was 30 years 
a yeoman, and has no pension; in great dis
tre·,,; aud prays for a grant of land, in case he 
raises his passage· money. 

_ • wife and 9 children Prays for assistance to emigrate, as he is 
forced to abandon his native country, from the pressure of indigent distress; al
though at no very remote period enjoyed prospects of happier days. 

linen weaver 

linen manufactnrers, 
aDd agriculturists. 

. - -

weaver - . . 

- . - - I Prays for a free passage to British America. 

12 heads of families Prays for information on the part of 12 fa-
milies, (respecting the Parliamentary grant towards Emigration, 
as they understand) what are the conditions on which tlley are 
to be sent out to Canada, and beg that their families may form 
part of the Emigration from Ireland. 

family, consistiDg Prays for assistance to emigrate to Canada. 
of 11 persons. 

wife and 3 cbildren 

3 R 
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DATE PLACE 

ofthe of Description. 

Arpiication. Residence. 

182 7 : 
Maghera out-pensioner, at 9d. May 20. 

p'da y, from R. Y. R&nger!. 

- Dungannon - - - -
22. 1\1' Loftu~. near smith (lately in the 

Gore's Bridge, 16th foot.) 
Dublin. 

~O. Mona,tereven 

Number 

of 

}'Al\lILY. 

1 child - -

- - - -
a family - -

wife, 3 son!, 1 daugh
ter, and sister. 

SUBJECT of lb. APPLICATION. 

Prays for assistance to emigrate to Canada. 
_ _ _ Do 

- ~ - - - D' - (as b~ing a good me
chamc, he can there support hlB family.) 

DO - anti a grant oflaDd. 

DungalUwn copper. smith and tin wife and 4 children 
worker. 

24- Charlemont weaver - - -
24· D" - - d" - - -
2+. DO _ - farmer and linen 

manufacturer. 

25. Grange, Moy 

23· 

23· 

Kilrea 

lately in the militia 
and yeomanry. 

pen~ioner 

~3. Charlemont, linen weaver 
Co. Annagh. 

Emyvale carpenter 

Cork tanner and farmer 

Clough 

Pallis Green formerly in the militia 
Co. Limerick. 

Cbarlemont linen and diaper weaver 

Belfast pensioners 

Charlemont linen and diaper weaver 

Five Mile 
Town. 

s6. Charlemont I . 
1 ! 

wife and 3 children - Do 
wife and 4 children 

- - - -

wife and + children 

wife, 3 sons and 
3 daughters. 

7 children - -

wife and 7 children 

wife and 5 children 

wife and 2 sons 

Requests assistance to emigrate to British 
America. 

- - D' 

• - - - - D' 

- - D· 

- - D· . and free passage. 

- - - - - D' - - - d' 

- - - - - DO - - - d" - to jeiD hi. 
friends in Canada; his wife having received a 
good education, he wishes to open a school 
upon his arrival. 

7 boys and + girls Applicant states that he and family elltertain 
a strong desire to emigrate to Upper Canada, in consequence 
of the unfortunate state of party spirit in his part of the country; 
that if a township were granted to him, he could procure means 
of cultivation to the amount of some few thousand pounds; aud 
that as soon as his intention of proceeding to take possession was 
known in his native city, that a sufficient number of persons to 
settle a township would immediately join him; states, tbat as 
this emigration would be attended with expenses he cannot 
foresee, he requests that he may receive the grant, &cc. &c. 
duty-free, as he must husband his resources; states. that he 
can manufacture a composition for tanning, called The Ex
tract or Concentration from the Bark of Oak and other Trees, 
of their astringent Salts; states, that this concentration would 
lessen the expense of freight (which is the great objection to 
the importation of bark) to a sixth or an eighth of the present 
expense, independent of the advantage of procuring an article 
much wanted from materials nearly useless at present. 

- - Applicant states, that perceiving by tbe news-
papers that the Emigration Committee ~ave 
made the necessary arrangement& for emIgra

has a large family 

+ heads offamilies 

wife and 5 children 

tion, prays to be informed where he is to apply. 

Prays for assistance to emigrate to British 
America. 

- - DO 
_ _ _ _ _ Do _ as they cannot pro

cure the common necessaries ofJife. 
_ _ _ _ _ D' - and prays for a free 

passage to British America. 

States that a few Protestant families wi.h to 
emigrate to Canada, and prays for assistaDce 
and information. 

Hearing that Government intend to eend out 
emigrants to Canada this season, requests that 
his family may be included with tbe rest. 



DATE 

oftbe 

PLACE 

or 
Application. Residence. 

1827: 
May 26. Ballylongford 

31• Clough 

June 1. Belfast 
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Description. 

Number 

of SUBJECT of tbe APPUCATION. 
FAMILY. 

wife and 8 children Prays for assistance to emigrate to Canada. 

an out-pensioner of wife and 3 children 
Chelsea. 

DO 

yeoman - wife, 4 sons and 1 

daughter. 

- - 200 heads offamilies The Belfast Canadian Emigration Society 
state, that in consequence of a late discussion in the House of Commons 
concerning Emigration, they find it necessary to give a statement of the real 
state of trade at present in Ireland; it having appeared that it was reported that 
trade had revived 80 much as to afford employment to all the operatives, and 
that those who formerly earned only 5 s. per weelr, and received 2 s. from the 
parish, could no,v make 7 s. without parochial relief; that if applicants, on an 
average, had been able to make such wages, they would never have so earnestly 
solicited the aid of Government; but that workmen's wages at present, instead 
of being on the advance, are on the decline. State that they have been these 
many months anxiously expecting assistanee from Government to emigrate to 
Upper Canada, where they could subsist their families; and if they are dis
appointed in their hopes, they have no resource left. That applicants have 
gone from house to house to examine the manufacturers tickets, and take 
a statement of the prices lately made by the operative weavers there, which 
they are ready to testify on oath: That three· fourths of the workmen make 
from 2:. to 48. weekly, and one-fourth from 48. to 58.; a few superior work. 
men, at a scarce kind of work which few can procure, make from 5 s. to 6 s. 
per week. At present their distress is such that they cannot pay either their 
debts or rents, and are now completely in the power of their landlords; it is 
with the greatest difficulty the best workmen can procure subsistence for their 
families; and they can produce instances of those who lately died here in a 
state of starvation. Applicants, to the number of 200 families, earnestly pray 
that Government may decide in their favour. 

:3 R 2 
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DATE 
of the 

Application. 

PLACE 

of 

Residence. 

3.-SCOTCH APPLICANTS. 

Description. 

Number 

of 

FAMILY. 
SUBJECT of APPLICATION. 

------1--------1-------1--------1---------------/--------------------______ ___ 
826 : 

June 5. 

5· 

9· 

12. 

16. -----

July 15. 

19· 

Aug. 26. 

29· 

Sept. ~. 

6. 

6. 

9· 

9· 
14· 

21. 

21. 

u. 

Ort·-4· 

Glasgow 

Paisley 

Ctest and 
Barra. 

weavers 

paupers 

paupers 

Chelsea Pen rs 

Paisley late 5th 
Dgn Guards. 

Hebrides paupers 

140 persons 

50 heads offamilies 

4 to 500 inhabitants 

300 persons 

Requesting assistance to emigrate to U. 
Canada. 

- - - - • Ditto. 

Applying, on their behalf, for means to join 
their friends, who were assisted to emi"rate to 
Cape Breton in 181 7. 0 

For ass istance to emigrate to U. Canada. 

For aosistance to emigrate to Cape Breton. 

Paisley manufacturers ] 00 heads of fami
lies. 

Ditto - - - U. Canada. 

Aberdeen old soldier wife Requesting grant of land in Canada. 

Glasgow weavers 

Springburn weavers 

Rutherglen weavers 

Roxburghshire farmer 

Gbsgow weavers 

Glasgow 

Glasgow 

Ards 

Glasgow 

'Weavers 

weavers 

various 
trades. 

weavers 

presbyter' 
minister. 

manuracturers 

242 families 

many families 

100 - d' • 

wife, 6 children • 

150 families -

Having formed themselve. into a society. 
request assistance to emigrate to U. Canada. 

• - - - - Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Desirous of emigrating to North America. 

Ditto - • - • to U. Canada. 

many families 

250 families 

50 families . I 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

do 

dn 

200 persons 

100 families 

50 

100 

100 

50 

do 

many families 

400 persons 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

- Praying, on their behalf, for assistance to 
emigrate to U. Canada, and to be furnished 
with implements of husbandry. 

- Ditto. 

Praying assistance to emigrate to U. C.anada 
and to be provided ",ith the means of subSistence 
until the first crops may be gathered. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Applies on their behalf, and would be desirous 
of accompanying them, as settlers, to the borders 
of Lake Erie, N. America. 

Having received favourable accoun~ o~ U 
Canada, would prefer that place for e~lgratlOn 
and praying assistance to accomphsh thelt 

I object. 



DATE 

of the 

Application. 

1826 : 

Oct. 13· 

Nov.!. 

6. 

6. 

8. 

17· 

8. 

8. 

13· 

23· 

Dec. 4. 

:iP 

8. 

9· 

12. 

12. 

19· 

30 • 
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PLACE 

of 

Residence. 

Glasgow 

Balfron 

Glasgow 

Paisley 

Ayrshire 

Glasgow 

Ayrshire 

Glasgow 

Paisley 

Perth 

Ayrshire 

Glasgow 

Hamilton 

East 
Kilbride. 

Glasgow 

Lanark.!hire 

Description. 

paupers 

manufacturers 

Number 
of 

FAMILY. 

95 persons 

119 persons 

70 families 

60 persons 

622 persons 

52 families 

SUBJECT of APPLICATION. 

- Applies, on their behalf, for assistance to 
emigrate to Canada, and that they may be pro
vided with the means of subsistence until their 
first crops be gathered. 

- Ditto - on their behalf. 

Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

Requesting assistance to emigrate, and send
ing detailed list of applicants. 

Applies, on their behalf, for assistance to 
enable them to emigrate to U. Canada. 

wife, 4 chil.iren - Applies for grant ofland in N. America. 

cotton 
spinners. 

manufacturers 

pens' of 
15th reg'. 

43 families 

40 families 

wife, 2 sons, and 
1 daughter. 

For assistance to emigrate to U. Canada. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

weavers 27 families - - Praying assistance to emigrate, in conse-

weavers 42 families -

mechanics 260 persons 

late G lenY 11 persons -
fencibles. 

weaver 

quence of the distress of the times. 

Applies, on their behalf, for assistance to 
emigrate to U. Canada. 

- - - - - Ditto. 

Desirous of emigrating to N. America. 

- Ditto. 

20 individuals - Applie~, on their behalf, for assistance, to 

manufacturers 4,000 heads of fa
milies. 

enable them to emigrate to Van Diemen's 
Land. 

Encloses a petition to the House of Commons, 
from 4,000 individuals, members of certain 
Emigration Societies, praying assistance to 
emigrate. 

Ditto from Clydesdale Emigration Society. 
for the same purpose. 

dO - Encloses three petitions, to the same pur-
port. 

Glasgow manufacturers 162 families Enclose petition for the same purpose. 

Glasgow pensioners families Praying assistance to emigrate to America. 

Lanark 

Glasgow 

Castle Dougl .. 

Glasgow 

Lanark 

paupers 

pensioner 

manuCacturers 

Breadalbane labourers 

wife, 3 children 

wife and child 

family -

Having served in North America, is desirous 
of proc~eding there as a settler. 

Praying assistance to emigrate. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

40 heads of families Praying assistance to emigrate to U. Canada, 
on condition of repaying to H. M. government, expf'nse; 
stating that their petition will be presented to the House of 
Commons by Lord A. Hamilton, and praying assistance to 

families 

emigrate. 

-/ em~~"~i~l~~lf of certain labourers, desirolls of 
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DATE 

of the 

Applicstion. 

1827 : 
Jan. 4. 

9· 

19· 

22. 

Feb. 3. 

5· 

10. 

APPENDIX TO THIRD REPORT OF THE 

Abstracts of SCOTCH PETITIONS and MEMORIALS-corttfnued. 

-

---

---
---
---
---

---

PLACE 

of Description. 

Residence. 

Paisley - late serj' 
94th reg'. 

Paisley - labourers 

Glenelg - labourers 

Aberdeen captain and 
adjutant 

A berdecmhire 
militia. 

Paisley - labourers 

Western labourers 
Highlands. 

Number 

of SUBJECT of APPUCATION. 

FAMILY. 

wife and 4 children Is ·desirous of emigrating to Canada, and is 
willing to pay his passage, provided the same 
pri'l'ileges were insured to him on his arrival 
which a serjeant discharged in that cOlmtry 
would be entitled to. . 

100 families - - Pray for a free passage to Upper Canada 
and grant of land on their arrival, with ra: 
tions, &c. 

families - - Apply i.l1. be~alf ~f tho:mselves and many 
other famlhes m theIr neighbourhood, for aid 
in transporting themselves to the British North 
American colonies. 

family - - - Is anxious to join some friends in U. Canada; 
has served in several regiments, and purchased 
all his commissions; and he wishes to know if 
he can obtain a grant of land according to the 
rank he holds. 

families - - Have previously applied to Parliament for 
a grant of ~and for sixty families in U. Canada. Having since 
read that It would be desirable to establish the cultivation of 
hemp in that province, they offer themselves as fit persons for such 
cultivation, having been accustomed from their infancy to the 
raising and preparing flax in all its branches. 

104 heads of families, 
comprising 550 souls. 

Are all natives of the weHern highlands, who 
have suffered from the introduction of the sheep 
system into those parts; pray for assistance 
to enable them to emigrate to the British colo
nies in North America, and undertaKe to repay 
any sums adnnced for that purpose. 

Glasgow, 
and its 

vicillity. 

weavers & 3,586 souls -
labourers. 

Apply in their behalf for the loan of a suf
ficient sum to enable them to emigrate to the 
British colonies, as the only means by which 
they can be saved from perishing. 

Paisley - weavers 130 heads of families Encloses petitions to the Home of Lords and 

Paisley -

Kirk6eld Bank weavers 
near Lanark. 

Ea~t KilbIred -

to the King, from 130 heads of families, comprising 628 souls, 
under the name of the" Fourth Canadian Agricultural Emigra
tion Society," praying for a free passage to Upper Canada, and 
th~ same indulgences on their arrival that have been extended to 
former emigrants. 

100 families -

families 

- Apply in behalf of these families, associated 
under the name of the Irish Friendly Emigrant 
Society, for assistance towards emigration. 

. Applies, in the behalf of the meeting, for 
aid as above. 

Al'ply. in behalf of a Society, for assistance 
to enable them to emigrate to Canada. 
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Abstracts of SCOTCH PETITIONS and MEMORIALS-continued. 

DATE 

of the 

PLACE 

of 

Application. Residence. 

1827 : 
Jan. 12. Arigaig 

Description. 

labourers 

31. Kilmarnock paupers -

Feb. 5. Edinburgh pauper .. 

NumbH 

of 

FAMILY. 

families, in all 61 
persons. 

families 

SUBJECT of the APPLICATION. 

Applies, in behalf of these families, for the 
assistance of government to enable them to 
emigrate to Canada. 

Petition to be granted the means of emi
grating to Chaleur Bay, New Brunswick, or 
elsewhere in that province, and promise to repay 
any expense incurred on that account. 

Prays for aid to enable him to emigrate. 

18. Glasgow labourers & mechanics 250 families _ Apply, in behalf of these families, under the 
name of the Clydesdale Emigration Society, for 
assistance to enable them to emigrate this 
Spring. They will refund any sums advanced 
them for that object. 

26. Lymington labourer-

26. 

Mar. 2. 

Glasgow 

Dornie 
Kintail. 

calico printer -

paupers -

wife and 1 child • Requests to be sent out to Canada, and will 
repay whatever sum is expended in settling 
himself and family in that country. 

wife and 9 children Solicits a grant of land in Canada. He has 
been in an extensive way of business for twenty-five vears, but, 
owing to the commercial distress, now ruined. Has commanded 
several volunteer regiments, and has some knowledge of agri
culture. 

20 families - Applies, in their behalf, for aid to enable 
them to remove to Canada, as they can get no 
work, and have nothing but a few potatoes to 
subsist upon. 

3. Berwick pensioner from 68th wife and 2 children Requests a free passage to Upper Canada. 
regiment. 

7. Hamilton 

9. Breadalbane husbandme.n 

9· Paisley labourers & mechanics 

10. Upper road contractor . 
Cotton. 

12. Paisley labourers . . 

families 

Applies, in behalf of the Hamilton Emigra
tion Society, to know what allowance govern
ment will make to persons emigrating to Upper 
Canada or New Brunswick. 

A pplies for himself, and a few others in his 
neighbourhood, for conveyance to U. Canada, 
whither they wish to proceed to join some friends 
and relatives, from whom they receive encou
raging accounts. 

families - - A pply", in the name of the First Paisley Emi-
gration Society, to be conveyed to, and located in, the British 
American Settlements, and to be allowed rations, &c.; and under
take, at the expiration of seven years, to repay, by in.talments of 
3t. lOs. 9d. per annum, the sums expended on that account. 

family . . Applies for himself and family, who have been 
accustomed to fa,·ming, for information and en-
couragement, to enable them to emigrate; and 
will give a bond for the repayment of their 
passage money and other advances. 

families - . U .. dertah, in the name of the Irish Friendly 
Emigrant Society, to repay whatever expense 
may be incnrred by government in settling them 
in Upper Canada. 

~ Paisley labourers & mechanics I sixty families - A pply for aid to enable them to emigrate, 
and will give their bonds for the repayment 0 f 

16. Gatehause 
of Fleet. 

pensioner from royal 
artillery. 

16. Edinburgh various trades -

wife, 3 ~ons, and 
2 daughters. 

any sums advanced to then' for that purpose. 

Requests a free passage to the British N. A. 
Settlements. 

11 heads of families, Apply for free passage, and grants of land in 
in all, 53 peroons. Upper Canada. • 
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APPE~DIX TO THIRD REPORT OF THE 

Abstracts of SCOTCH PETITIONS and ;\rE;\IOIUALS-continued. 

DATE PLACE 

of the of Description. 
Application. Residence. 

1826: 

Dec. 23. \\'il~lOnstown, chiefly agricultural 
Lanark. laboure". 

1827 : 

Feb. 10. Kirkficld wc:!\·f'r.~ - - -
Bank. 

14- Aberdeen captain and aJjutant 
Aberdeenshire :'Ililitia. 

I 

15· Fort 
Augustus. 

paupers - -

March 2. Paisley bbourers - . 

3· Dunning, weavers - - -
PErthshire. 

g. Kilmarnock labourers and pcn-
i SlOners. 

10. Kilmarnock, late 30th reg! of foot 

12. 

Number 

of 

FAMILY. 

21 heads offami-
lies, in all 1 08 .ouls. 

families -

family - -

families, in all, 
328 souls. 

130 heads of fa-
milies. 

5 heads off ami lies, 
in all, 33 souls. 

4 healls offamilies, 
in all, '1I persons. 

family - - -

I 

I 
SUBJECT of toe APPLICATION. 

Request a free passage, and grant of land ill 
Upper Canada, with provisions, implements of 
husbandry, &c. 

Pray for aid to enable them to emigrate to 
any of His ;\bjc,ty', Colonies in North America. 

Desirous of joilling some friends in Upper 
Canada; has. sencu as a eap.tain in the regular 
army, and WIshes to know If he can obtain a 
grant of land according to that rank. 

Pray for aid to enable them to emigrate to 
Canada. 

Applies to the Committee on Emigration, in 
the name of the " Fourth Paisley Emigration 
Society," for assistance to enable them to 
emigrate to Canada. 

Petition the House of Commons to rank them 
in the number of Emigrants to be sent out this 
year to Canada. 

Pray to be taken out to any part of British 
Amlrica. 

- Ditto. 

I'ai:-Iey pensioner from 15th 

/

1 regiment of Foo_t. 

shoemaker 19· Stirling 

wife and family 

wife and 2 children. 

Requests a free passage, and grant of land in 
Upper Canada. and to be allowed to draw his 
pension when there. 

Petitions the King for a free passage to the 
British Settlements in North America; has 
long heen out of employment, and is in extreme 
indigence. 

Edinburgh 

I 

23· Dunning 

~3· Hamilton 

!IS. Leith 

31. Kilmarnock 

April 2. Glasgow 

2. Paisley 

I 
I 

3· 
, 

Aberdeen 

lOZ. Tradestown 

13· Lanark 

14. IKilmarnock 

landowner in Coli - _ _ - Applies in behalf of several thousand souls 
in the Hcbr;des for aid towards Emigration. He himself last year senl out 300 souls 
from one of his own islands, and he can now spare 1,500 from his estates, and would 
be willing to pay, for a limited number of years, the interest of money expended in their 
emigration; the emigrants themselves afterwards paying it, or an annuity. 

Begs to know what assistance Government - - - - - - . . 
wil! give to persons of the working classes emi-
grating to Canaua. 

weaver, late of the . - . - Desirous of emigrating to Canada; and begs 
15th regiment of to know, if passage money and a grant of land 
foot. are gIven to persons of his description. 

- . . - - - - - l1equests information as to the quantity of 
land an emIgrant possessed of Goal. is entitled 
to, &c. in British America. 

- - . - 30 heads of families I Applies, in name of the Society, for aid to 
enable them to emigrate to Chaleur Bay, Xcw 
Brunswick. 

tailor - - - wife and 5 children I Requests conveyance to the British North 

I American Colonies. 

mechaniCi . - families -
-I 

Apply, in behalf of the" Paisley Hibernian 
Protestant Emigration Societv," for aid to 
enable them to emigrate to Upper Canada. 

- - - - - I Desirous of emigrating to C.nada. - - -
tradesman - - 4 children - - - - - Ditto, and requests assistance for 

that purpose. 

weaver, late of 70th wife and 2 children - - - Ditto. 
reg l foot, and artil-
lery drivers. 

I 
late 36th regiment - wife and 2 children 

I - - - Ditto. 
I 
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Abstracts of SCOTCH PETITIONS and MEMORIALS-continued. 

D.\TE PLACE 

of the of Description. SUBJECT of tbe APPLICATION. 
Application. Residence. 

Number 

of 

FA~IILY. 

-

1827 : 
April 16. Kilmarnock 

16. Pai.ley 

20. Greenock 

Mal'. 3· Edinburgh 

weavers -

36 heads of families A pply, in hehalf of the Society, for aid to 
enable them to cllligrate. 

16 heads of families Applies, in their bl'halt~ for information 
whether a passage and provisions will be found 
them to l'pper Canada, where they propose to 
work at the Weiland Canal. 

- 17 heads of families, Transmits the petition of these families, under 
I ill all go persons. the name of the" \Vl',t Kilbride Emigration 

I 
Suciet"\'," for assistance to enable them tu emi
grate to Upper Canada. 

formerly a farmer, now wife and child - Applies for assistance to emigrate to any of 
a mason. the Colonies; and will become bound, in any manner which 

Government pleases, to repay the expenses; understands 
architecture, and was taught geometry, mensuration, &c.; will 
produce certificates of good character. 

April 7. Glasgow late in 23d light drag>, numerous family - Prays for assistance to emigrate to Canada. 
now a weaver. 

Glasgow hand· loom weavers -

April 12. Glasgow I adjutant of local 
militia, on half-pay. 

I 

250 families - The president, secretary, >tnd eleven directors 
of the Clydesdale Emigration Society, consisting of 250 fami
lies, apply for a grant of land, the means of conveyance, im
plements of agriculture, and provisions for t,,·elvc months to 
accompany the grant in UPP"" Canada. Arc led to believe 
this grant is chiefly to hand· loom weavers; and that in the pre
sent had state of trade, thel'e are many mechanics and other 
operatives suffering severely for want of employment, and that 
even those who are employed receive such lo\v \\"<l;..!,T:-:, as are 
insufficient to procure the common necc~:saries of lift>, their 
business wholly depending upon the cotton manufactories; 
they have disposed of almost every thing of which they were 
po>,c"ed in procuring food for their families, and the trifle that 
rem.ins is sequestered for rent, and they likely to be turned 
Ollt of doors; it is too painful, to enter into a minute detail 
of all their suffe";ngs. Applicants state, there are 30 heads 
of families anxiously depending upon the grant since August 
1826. 

wife and 10 children A pplie, for assi,tance to emigrate to Canada, 
as his half pay will not support his family; and 
he is in great distress. 

26. Edinburgh. mason 
I 

- wife and 5 children Solicits for permission to join the emigrants 

! 

May 1. 
i 

Glasgow weaver, formerly a 
I labourer. 
I 

proceeding from Renlrew and Lanark to Canada (to whom he 
is informed the grant is confined this season) as his family are 
sulfering the greatest distress for want of food and clothing, 
lind the impossibility of obtaining employment. 

Applies for a free passage and subsistence 
in emigrating to Canada. 

April 16. by Lanark' pensioner, 21 st foot - family of g persons Applies for a grant of land and free passage 
to Canada, as his pension is not suflicient to 
support his family. I 

28. Campsie pensioner 

12. Breadalbllne 

Gbsgow tailor 

550. 

Requests aid from Government, to emigrate 
to Upper Canada. 

_ • States, that rather than remain where he is 
without any prospect of supporting himself, he and a number 
of his friends will contribute so much money, either hy the 
family or individually, (if required by Government,) in orde 
that they may emigrate to Canada, provided they are cncOIl 
!'aged. A pplicant applies r~r a free passage on. the part of him 
sclf and friends, and prays for farther mformauon. 

4 sons and 1 daugh'l Prays for a hundred acres of land and free 
tel'. passage to Upper Canada, as the want of em 

ployment and high price of the necessaries of life prevent him 
supporting his family, whom he trusts Will become successful 
cultivators, when in Canada. 
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APPENDIX TO THIRD REPORT OF THE 

Abstracts of SCOTCH PETITIONS and MEMORIALS-continued. 

DATE PLACE 

of the of 

Applicntion. Residence. 

De5cription. 

Number 

of 

FAMILY. 
SUBJECT of tLe APPLICATION. 

----1--- 1-------/----------- -- ------- - -----
1827 : 

April ~7. Aberdeen major of local militia 

lIIay 8. Leith 

April 2. Isle of Sky 

late a private soldier 
in the Lanarkshire mi
litia. 

lately a captain in 
the army. 

~ 2. :Millcrstown weaver .. 

25· Glasgow - - - -

- Innerkip labourer - - -

30 • Island of .i\1 ull. - - - -Inverne~!). 
shire, 

Benbicula, 
lslmdsuf 

Barra & Nest. 

May z. Caledon - - - -

3· Kirkfield - - - -
Bank, near 

Lanark. 

6. Calton, 
Glasgow. 

7. Edinburgh lately in the militia -

10. Annan pen.ioner, ~5th foot -

May Il. IKilmarnock 

16. Edinburgh out-pensioner, Chelsea 
Hospital. 

Applicant does not wish for any assistance 
from Government in emigrating to Canada, but 
requests a grant ofland. 

wife and 7 sons - Transmitted by Lord A. Hamilton; praying 
for aid from Government to enable him to emigrate with his 
family (the three eldest sons being tradesmen) to Canada, as 
they are suffering great distress, from the want of employment. 

- - I Refers to llis former communications upon 
the subject of grants of land to be given by Government to a 
number of poor agriculturists of the parish of Bracadab, Isle 
of Sky. who are in great distress, and most anxious to emigrate 
to Canada, and requests information whether the terms offered 
by applicant in former letters will be acceded to. 

Requests a free passage to Canada, in order 
that he may join his relations. 

~ heads of families Request a grant of land in Canada, as appli-
cants are able to pay their passage; but solicit 
assistance in pr'lcuring agricultural instruments. 

wife, :I sons, and Transmitted by Sir :11. S. Stewart, and pray-
I daughter. ing for the Government grant of land that is ex-

pected to be given to emigrants in Canada. 
- - - Applies, on behalf of 1,600 persons, to knolV 

if they will receive any aid from Government to emigrate to 
British America this season, as they are iA great di.tress; and 
refers to their former petition, presented by Lord Arch" Ha-
milton. 

applicant and wife 
nada. 
I Requests a free passage this season to Ca-

- - - The president of the Kirkfield Bank (near 
Lanark) Emigration Society applies on behalf of that society, 
praying, that the object of their petition, which they had pre-
sented a long time back, may be granted, as their miseries are 
increasing, and their only hope i. emigration. 

10 persons - - Applicants state they belong to an Emigration 
Society, but that as they have relations in Upper Canada who 
will assi,! them upon their arrival, tbey pray their peculiar 
circumstances may be taken into consideration, and that aid 
may be given, in order to convey them to the townships where 
their friends are settled. 

- ~ - I .Applies for a ~emporary employment as a subordmate supermtendent of emigrants going to Canada, and 
requests leave to present testimonials. 

I son - - - I Applicant requests assistance to emigrate to 
Canada on the part of himself and a number of other pensioners, 
and prays for information upon the subject. 

.6. Societies, con- The President and Secretary of the Kil-tammg ~ I! heads of marnock Emigration Society, apply through families. the medium of T. F. Kennedy, Esq. :II. P.
State that all the Societies in Ayrshire are in connexion with 
each, and that Kilmarnock is the centre of communication; 
that the idea of 92 families in Ayrshire only having petitioned 
for Emigrati(ID is a mistake, as the number of the Societies is 
Six, containing 212 heads of families, who are most anxious to 
emigrate, as a means of relieving them from their present 
distress. Reqnest information as to what qualifications are 
necessary that will constitute them as fit objects for Emigration, 
in the event of a grant being given. 

family - - -I Prays for a free passage to Upper Canada. 
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Abstracts of SCOTCH PETITIONS and MEMORIALS-continued. 

DATE 

of the 

PLACE 

of 

Application. Residence. 

Paisley 

parish of 
Barry, co. 
of Forfar. 

Glasgow 

DescriptiuD. 

lately in 72d regi
ment, 14 years in the 
army and receives no 
pension. 

agriculturist 

Glasgow tradesmen 

~8. Paisley 

29. Johnstown, labourers 
Renfrewshire. 

Number 

of 

FAlIIILY. 

3 sons -

wife, 2 SOllS, and 
4 daughters. 

president, clerk, 
and 3 members of 
the Committee. 

~UBJECT of tli" APPJ.lCATWl\. 

Petitioners beg for a grant of land and im
plements of husbandry in Canada, as they 
have collected sufficient money to pay for their 
passage. 

Vvishes to join his son, who has been lQ
cated on Amherst Island, Lake Ontario, In 

consequence of his son's requesting him and 
the family to emigrate; hearing that some 
arrangements will be made to facilitate a free 
passage, applies for information. 

Applicants st;lte, that they compose the 
Committee of the Clydesdale Emigration So
ciety, and apply on behalf of that Society for 
information how they may avail themselves of 
the grant by Parliament, (agreeable to the 
information they have received through the 
Newspapers,) fully answering their expectations 
of Emigration; pray for information what 
course they are to pursue. 

Applicant states, that a number of tradesmen 
connected with Emigration Societies feel great 
alarm that weavers only are likely to be re
commended as fit persons to extend the grant 
of Emigration; therefore pray that their deep 
distress may be taken into favourable cOllsi
dcmtion; that they are starving, and will be 
ejected from their dwellings in a few days. 

Go heads offamilies Applicants petition on behalf of 60 head. of 
families, composing an Emigration Society in Paisley; state 
their despair at finding that no money will be granted towards 
Emigration this season; their extreme distress, having large 
families, and the badness of trade and the advance in the price 
of provisions; state that many of the Society have friends in 
Canada whom they wish to join, and this motive first i"duced 
them to form the plan of Emigration. A number of Societici', 
ill addition to theirs, rdied upon a grant of land and means to 
emigrate to Upper Canada, and therefore pray that their dis
tressed case may yet be lak .. n into consideration, by which 
they may be relieved from their mournful condition. 

31 heads of families I Petitioners state, thaHhey arc1abourers and na
tives "fScotland; that in consequenCE of the want of employment 
during the last six months, they are reduced to the most abject 
state of misery that is possible; that they had formed themselves 
into a Society, originally consisting of fifteen, for the purpose of 
petitioning in January 1827. for the means of emigration to 
Upper Canada, and subsistence until they obtain crops of their 
own; that they have been forced by daily experience to apply 
again, in the most humble manner, their Society having increased 
to :l0, 25 of whom are destitute of either houses or bedding, 
their little all having been takcn by their landlords, they are now 
depending fot" shelter from the storm, to the charity of their 
neighbours; that their misery is increasing from the gt'eat quan
tity of labour performed by the unemployed operative weavers, 
so that, by even travelling for ~o miles around, they are not able 
to obtain a single day's employment. That Petitioners case is 
rendered still more deplorably desperate, from the circumstance 
of the country gentlemen doing nothing in their belmlf, and that 
they are now left to the deplorable condition of seeing their 
helpless offspring perish for want of food; pray that endeavour. 
may be m~de to relieve them from their awful situation. 

3 S 2 
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DATE 

of the 

Application. 

1827 : 

May ~4. 

March 2. 

Abstracts of SCOTCH PETITIONS and MEMORIALS-continued. 

PLACE 

of 

Residence. 

Dornie, 
Kentaill. 

Description. 

late in the 78th regi. 
ment, but has no pen· 
sion. 

lIIaxwell's weavers -
Towll, 
Paisley. 

Con'okin 
Breacialbant", 
Pcrthshir,·. 

'Vest 
Kilbride. 

opzrative weavers 

NURJber 

of 

FAMILY. 
SUBJECT of the APPliCATION. 

3 sons - - Applicant states, that he not only applies on 
behalf of himself and family, but that of a number offamilies 
his neighbours (in the Western Highlands,) who are most anxious 
to emigrate to British America; that these families are without 
the means of subsistence, as they cannot even get a bit of ground 
to plant potatoes, nor any employment; that it would be a great 
blessing, if Government assisted them to emigrate to Canada; 
and tbat tbey would cheerful1y pay back any money that might 
be advanced for that purpose in a few years; that they would 
not desert to any foreign state, but on the contrary serve their 
King and country. States that, for his own part, he is in 
the same situation with the other poor families who wish to 
emigrate, and although he served many years in the army, he 
did not claim a pension, as his friends were comfortably situated, 
but reverse of fortune obliges him nOW to apply for a free pa.· 
sage to Canada, which he will repay with interest; that necessity 
compels tbis application on the part of himself and others. 

2 families - - I Applicants state, that they have joinell the 
2d Paisley Emigration Society, for the purpose of emigrating 
to Upper Canada; that in consequence of the stagnation of the 
manu!:lctures of the country, they have suffered privations 
which would harrow up the feelings of the most callous; and 
that even now, the partial revival of trade has not brought with 
it a sufficient remuneration to the operative; they have been 
accustomed to labour previously to learning to weave, and as 
they have large families, and have served in the British army, 
they pray for assistance to emigrate to Upper Canada, as they 
are to be ejected from their dwellings on the 28th of :lfa),. 

- - - - I Applicant states, that, in conjunction with a 
few others in his neighbourhood, he intends to emigrate to Upper 
Canada, if encouraijed by Government in the assistance of snch 
Emigrants as are prevented by poverty from paying their own 
cxpenses; that he would willingly, in unison with the other 
applicants, advance a portion of the freight and charges, pro
vided Government would assist them even in granting free 
tonn"ge in any yo"ol sailing from Port Glasgow or Greenock: 
Prays for information upon the subject. 

I i heads of families I Petitioners .tate that they are members of 
the ,,'est Kilbride Emigration Society, and inhabitants of Ayr
shire; that they are operative weavers, and that in consequence 
of the want of employment from the depression of trade, and 
not the least prospect of its revival (as informed by merchants 
and others), that they are most anxious to emirrrate with their 
families to L pper Canada. State, that owing" to the badness 
of trade, tPonsands are thrown out of employment and reduced 
to a state of wretchedness hitherto unk"own: Pray for assist
an<;e, and the .sam~ allowance as formerly given to e1i.tressed 
artisans on emlgratmg. 
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ABSTRACTS 

Of PETITIONS received at the Colonial Department from British Emigrants to the Republic of 

Colombia; the first, dated 20th October 1826, forwarded by His Royal Highness the late 

Duke of York. 

4.-COLOMBIAN APPLICANTS. 

DATE PLACE Number 

of the of Description. of SUBJECT of the APPLICATION. 

Application. Residence. FAMILY. 

18~6 : 

Oct. 20. Topo, labourers - - 44 heads of families The Petitioners, who are mostly Scotchmen, 
Colombia. with their families, were engaged by a Mr. John Ross, Agent 

of the Colombian Agricultural Association, to proceed as agri-
culturists to Colombia, where they were to be placed on de-
vated land that would produce European grain; to be supported 
for eight months, and to be supplied with implements of hus-
bandry; by which means it was hoped that they would be 
enabled to repay with interest the advances made by the 
Association. 

After the total failure of their first crop, the Agent of the 
Association promised them ~ rials a day each, if they would 
make trial for a second; to which they agreed; but at the end 
of three weeks, they were told that no more money or provi-
sions would be forthcoming. 

The Petitioners, being left in a strange land, where pro-
visions are dear, without m~allS of employment, implore His 
Royal Highness to interest himself in their behalf, in order that 
they may be enabled to emigrate to the British dominions in 
North America. 

COpy of a LETTER from Mr. R. Wilson, to The Right Hon. R. J. It'ilmo! Horton. 

SIR, 

A PETITION from certain Persons emigrated to South America under engagements 
contracted with the Columbian Agricultural Association, and in which these Emigrants 
complain of the treatment they have experienced, was presented to The Huuse by 
1\1r. Alderman Waithman, and referred by the House to the Committee of Emigration, of 
which you are Chairman: 

As l\fr. Alderman Waithman deviated from the usual courtesy observed by Members in 
case~ of complaint, where the character or interests of parties only ufficially connected with 
other Members are concerned, and gave none of the Members who nre cunnected with the 
C. A. A. notice of his intention to preoE'nt such Petition, I did not think it became me, as 
one of the Directors present in the I-louse at the time the Petition "'dS presented, to notice 
the observations which fell from a Member who pursued a course 6U unusual, and so mueh 
at variance with every principle of Equity. 

I have however felt very desirous to state to the Committee of Emigration, that it is the 
anxious wish of the Directors of the C. A. A. to meet any and every allegation ciwru'cil 
against them or their agents; and that they are not only ready to attend p,'r;'mali\', 

submit their books of correspondence, accounts, &c.-in short to give ever) j"~;"'J JJI l"~" 
power for the conduct of the inquiry which the Committee may ehuse to institute. 

550. 3 S 3 
The 
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The Board of Directors has already given orders to their Secretary to furnish eveL'y 
document on the first summons; and Mr. Powles, the Director best acquainted with the 
details of the transactions of thc Association, only waits the permission of the Committee 
to present himself, with the Secretary, for examination. 

1 have the honour to be 

YonI' obedient and humble Servant, 

Regent-street, May 30, 1827. R. Wilson. 

The address of Mr. Powles i,-Sam. Powles, Esq. lirceman's Conrt, Hoyal Exchange; 
Of the Secretary, J. Stewart, E'q. 3~, Bucklersbury. 

Sir James Mackintosh, Dr. Lushington, and myself, are now the only l\Iembers of 
Parliament Directors; but Mr. Pascoe Grenfell and :\1 r. Edward Ellice are Directors, and 
were in the last Parliament. 

IN addition to 6~i Petitions, of "hich a short Abstract has been above given, 

there have been 120 Communications made to this Committee, from different 

individuals, all containing specific Proposals and Plans upon the subject of 

Emigration. These Plans and Proposals have been considered; and the 

following Abstract of their dates and the places from which they were sent, is 

here added, for the satisfaction of the Parties. 

l'LACES 

FROM WHENCE 'ECiT. 

EDlO:BURGH 
Londo!l 
Margate 
Wimbledon -
Ballinasloe -
Castle Toward 
Cheltenham 
London 
Quebec 
Edinburgh -
London 
Liverpool 
London 
Deal -
Preston 
Prestwich 
Glasgow 
Preston 
Durham 
Boston 
London 
London 
Kentish Town 
Ballinaster -
Littleton 
Bearefords -
London 
Cappoquin -
Canterbury -
Edinburgh -
Brighton 

26 August 1826. 
lJ7 August 18'26. 
28 August 1826. 

DATE. 

3 September 1826. 
7 September 1821;. 

11 September 1826. 
21 September 1826. 
13 September 1826. 
i 6 Septemhcr 1826. 
2 L September 1826. 
24 September 1 ~26. 
10 November 182G. 
November 1826. 
1:; ~ovemhcr 1826. 
12 December 1826. 
5 December 1826. 

18 December 1826. 
12 December 1826. 
20 December 1826. 
27 Dccember 1826. 
28 December 1826. 
19 December 1826· 
30 December 1826. 
16 January 1827. 

2 January 1827. 
5 February 18z,. 

-4 February 1827. 
8 February 1827; 16 AprillS.,. 

12 February 182,. 
17 February 1'27· 
18 February L827. 
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PLACES 

FROM WHE.NCE SENT. 

London 
I,ondon 
Liverpool 
Ballinasloe -
London 
Clapham 
Glasgow 
Oundle 
Essex -
London 
Norfolk 
J,imerick 
Roche 
London 
Cork -
London 
Manchester -
Tottenham -
Edinburgh -
Freshford 
Winkfield 
Loo~n ,-
Buxton 
France 
Hull 
Dublin 
Hamilton 
Dingwall 
Dublin 
Wordsley, near Stourbridge -
Bristol 
Taghman, co. Wexford 

Kentish Town 
Bath 
Glasgow 
Downpatrick 
Kcntish Town 

Reigate 
Tottenham Green, co. Wexford 
London 

Limerick 
London 
London 
Nottingham 
London 
London 
London 
London 
New York 
Dublin 
Dublin 
Tavistock 
London 
Dublin 
Clifton 
London 
London 

DATE. 

20 Feb. 1827; 22 Feb. 1827; 19 Feb. 1827. 
19 Feb. 1827; 1 March 1827; 3 March 1827' 
22 February 1827. 
28 February 1827. 
February 1827. 
20 February 1827. 
27 February 1827. 
23 February 1827; 27 March 1827. 
28 February J 827. 
27 February 1827. 
27 February 1827. 
25 February 1827; 12 April 1827. 
23 February 1827. 
10 February 1827; 20 and 22 February 1827. 
19 February 1827. 
24 February 1827; 15 March 1827. 
27 February 1827. 
23 February 1827. 
22 February 1827. 
20 February 1827. 
20 February 1827_ 
19 February 1827_ 
22 February 1827_ 
22 February 1827. 

.5 February 1827; 21 February 1827-
6 March 1827. 

13 March 1827_ 
10 March 1827; .30th March 1827_ 
5 March 1~27_ 
1 March 1827. 

14 April 1827; and 1 May 1827_ 
24 February 1827; 22 Fehruary 18'27; (; :\Tarc}, 

1827; 7 March 1~27· 
30 December 1826; 20 February 1827-
20 April 1827_ 
3 March J 827. 
6 March IS"7. 

14 March 1827; and an Estimate not dated; 
18 March 1827. 

1 March 18~7. 
23 February 18"7; and 9 :-'Torch 1827. 
14 March 1827; 27 ~larch 1~~7; 19 April 

1 N27. 
17 1'.1<1l'cll 18~;. 
5 March 1827. 

12 March 1827_ 
13 Murch 18~7· 
3 ~.Iarch 18~7· 

12 March 1827; 19 March 18'27_ 
3 March 1S"7; and 4 April \ "~-
5 March 1827. 

14 April 1827. 
15 April, H) April, 9 ~lay and 31 May, 13'7_ 
9 AprilI3~7; 30 April 18"7_ 

19 Apl'il 1827. 
gl\1ay 1827; 3 May 18~7; 22 lI.hy 1827. 
3 May 1827; and 28 May It;2j. 

29 :\Iay 1827_ 
23 June 1827. 
9June; and 16 June 1827. 

3 S 4 
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Appendix, N~ 2. 

ESTI:\IATES from .Mr. Buchanan, delivered in to the Committee, 

13th and 20th March 1 S 2 7. 

Dear Sir, Downing-street, 12th March 18~i' 

I HAVE examined :\Ir. A. C. Buchanan's Estimate of the expense attending the 
conveyance and settlement of Emigrants, and I perfectly concur with him in opinion, that 
perfect justice can be done to them, as well as to the public, for a sum not exceeding 60 I. 
per family. 

I give this opinion without imputing any improvidence to the Conductor of the former 
benevolent operations of this character, a great part of the excess of expense in the former 
over the latter estimate being attributable to the enhanced rate of freight, and other circum
stances over which :\Ir. Robinson had but partial or no control. 

Mr. Buchanan's suggestions and observations on matters connected ,,,ith this subject, 
in general, coincide with the impressions and information I have received, and, I think, merit 
particular attention. 

V ery respectfully yours, 

II'. B. FeltoTl. 

N° I.-ESTIMATE under the proposed amended Passengers Act, that the transport 
of 200 adult Emigrants, equal to 320 Persons, in a ship 400 tons register, from the 
United Kingdom, until put on the Location, not to exceed in distance 50 miles from 
St. Lawrence and below Montreal. 

Transport Hire, including water, fuel, and birthing, 400 tons at 
26 s. per ton 

Provisions, Irish Emigrant ;-

4lbs. Potatoes I d. 

1 ~ lb. Oatmeal -
~ lb. Pork - - - -
Molasses -
Herrings -

- - -/j 

-1 
6 d. per day for 50 days; average. 

passage, 2j s. each - - - - - - - -1 
Scotch Ellligrant, same expense, food a little varied - - -l 
English Emigrant, 6~ d. or 7 d. per day, in consequence of WhiChf 

10 l. is added to the estimate for Irish and Scotch Emigrants -

Incidents for ;\IIedicine, &c. 

One pair Blankets to each family, being 50 pair for the whole, 
computed to cost 

Ttll arrived at Qu~bec £. 

£. s. d. 
520 

260 - -

18 

8eo 

320 Person,;, divided into families of 5 person,; each, would make 66~ Families; so 
that the cost of a man, wife, and 3 children, nntil arrived at Quebec, will be about 12 t. 
Expense of removing them 50 miles, and victuals, 11., say 13/.; but if taken to the 
Ottawa, Kingston or York, it would cost about from 31. or ~ I. additional each family. 

Transport 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION:-1827. 

Transport expense of Family, until planted on their Location, within 
50 miles of St. Lawrence: 

Passage of five persons, as above 
Log-house - - -
1 additional pair of l3lankets 
Farming implements 
l\Iechanical implements -
Household and cooking furniture 
A Cow at April following 
Seed, wheat, oats, potatoes 
15 or 16 months Provisions, taking into calculation milk from 

Cow for six months 
Proportion of expense of superintendence to each Family -
Incidents for Carriage, Salt, &c. - - - -

£. 

£. s. d. 
13 
4 

7 6 

I 10 -
25-
25-

28 
3 
1 10 -

57 17 6 

Equal to £. II. 11 $. 6 d. per head, when located and finally planted. 

N. B.-In this calculation I take it for granted, that in the amount of any extended 
Emigration, that the charter of Ships will be thrown open to the different Ports of the 
United Kingdom generally. 

N° 2.-EXPEN~E of locating .568 Emigrants; say 41.5 adults and 1.53 children, 

by Mr. Robinson in 1823, from Cork. 

Navy Board, for transport from Cork to Quebec: 

Vide Ship Stakesby - £.1,12.5 4 4 

Emigration 

Report, 

Sess. 18~6, 

page :JIg. 

Yide 

Emigration 

Report, 

Sess. 1826, 

,ages 319,320 

and 321. 

Hebe -

Provisions and Medicines for both ships, 1,670 13 3 

~avy OfIice, Transport Department, 
26th May 1824. 

Steam Boat at Cork, embarking Emigrants 

Mr. Robinson's expenses in Ireland -

Paid by Commissariat in Canada 

Do Mr. Robinson in - d' -

£.860 q 4 

8,028 3 5 

CurT - £. 8,888 17 9 

Expended by Col. Marshall, Stores -

Mr. Robinson's expenses in Canada -

£. s. d. 

8,000 - -

340 4 -

221 18 6 

Equal to 221. IS. 6d. a head, young and old, when located and finally planted. 

550. 3 T N° 3.-EXPENSE 
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N° 3.-EXPENSE of locating 568, by Plan of Mr. Buchanall. 

Transport Hire to convey 568 Persons, say 415 adults, and 153 children 

under 12 years, would require 850 tons of Shipping, at 265. per ton, 

including water, birthing, and fuel 

£. s. d. 

1,105 - -

Provisions at 6 d. per day for adults; say-

Potatoes - 1 d. 

Oatmeal and Biscuit - 'l 

~ lb. Pork - - - - - 2 

Molasses - ~ 

Herrings - - -! 

6d. per day, for a voyage of 50 days, at 

average; but, considering the number of children, 20 S. a head for 568 

persons is computed to cover the actual expense 

120 pair Blankets for the voyage 

Medicine, &c. &c. 

568 

43 

5 

Equal to 3t. os. 7d. a head, till arrived at Quebec - £. 1,7~1 

114 Log-houses, at 4/. each 

1'%0 additional pair Blankets 

Farming Utensils and Mechanical Implements, 21. each family 

Seed, wheat, potatoes, at '21. each family 

Carriage of Baggage and Provisions within 50 miles 

Provisions for 15 months, at 1 s. 6d. per day for each family 

114 Milch Cows, computed to cost 

Expense of Superintendence 

Allowance for Contingencies 

456 

43 

228 

2~~ 

97 

3,550 

285 

3.56 

100 

Equal to 12/. 6s. 7 d. a head, if located in the Lower 

Provinces; and ifin Upper Canada, additional transport 513 

£. 7,.577 

Equal to 131. 6s. gd. a head, if located and planted 150 miles up the Ottawa, 
or i, the neighbourhood of Kin~stun, on Lake Ontario. 

A. C. Buchanan. 

2, Great Ryder-street, St. James's, March 11 th, 1827. 

Sir, 
AGREEABLE to your direction on Saturday, I have now the honour herewith to submit 

to you an f;stimate of the probable expense of transporting 568 persons of similar ages to 
those taken out by Mr. Robinson in 1823, and locating them in Lower Canada, vroviding 
them with ample means finally to establish and plant them. I take the present rate of 
freights outward for shipping, but should freights in ot)Jer respects advance i l will not 
affect the outward freight to North America, as so many vessels are going out in ballast; 
and the calculation as to provision is at the present price, which is not likely to vary much, 

. or at least to that extent liS would materially change my calculation. 
The 
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The particulars of the 968 ~ersons, similar to the Emigration of 1823, are herewith 
marked N° 3, and a recalntulatlOn, N° 2, of the expense actually incurred in locating the 
same number by Mr. Robillson j and as the average of children in that emicrration was not 
in the us~al proportion, I also beg to. submit a sketch, Nu 1, of the prob~ble expense of 
transportlllg and locatlllg a man and wife and three children, which is the proportion gene
rally alluded to in your observations. 

I did think of recommending each family a stove, but as they would be so totally iCTno
rant of such, and as they will find no inconvenience for want of fuel, I would propos~ an 
additional pair of blankets, with some little flannel, and shoes, in preference. Besides, 
materials for making brick is to be found in every part of Canada, and fire-places will be 
readily constructed. 

May I beg farther permission to suggest, that even should the statements I have made be 
found difficult of carrying into effect for want of means, that a very advantageous Emigra
tion might be carried on, of infinite benefit t() Ireland and the Colonies, by giving partial 
assistance to families, under judicious arrangement, and, in case of actual pauperism, more 
extended relief. In the view I have taken of this very important subject, having devoted 
a great deal of my time and attention to it, I find myself borne out by persons well capable 
of judging, (among whom I might include the exalted Nobleman at the head of the govern
ment of Canada, from his long residence in the country, and his unwearied zeal for its 
true interest,) that the plan proposed in last year's Report is on rather too expensive a scale, 
and might be put in operation, with every necessary advantage to the settler, for far less 
than the sum stated in the Report j and I presume that many respectable persons com
petent for the situation would be got, who would gladly co-operate in the same, and 
look for their chief emolument by identifying themselves with the ultimate success of the 
Emigrant. 

The calculations I have the honour to send you will generally apply to Emigrants locating 
either in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Gaspee, or either of tbe 
Canadas. In point of distance and position, Halifax is on an average five orten days shorter 
than other ports, but that ,,~in be met by being obliged to give a higher freight for the 
Emigrants thither, as the ship would be obliged to seek another port to procure her ho~ne
ward cargo. 

If the Emigrants proceed to the upper province of Canada, the additional expense wi\( 
be about as follows: Man, wife and three children, Quebec to Montreal, 18s.; provisions two 
days, 3 s. j from Montreal to any where up the Ottllwa to the extent of ISO mile" or to 
Kingston on Lake Ontario, I shoul,l suppose that 455. a family would fully cover the 
expense, transport and provisions j in all, from Quebec, 3/. 6s. for a family of five persons; 
and this added to the total expense to Quebec, would bring the cust of each " family to 
661. 13s. 9 d. and each person to 13/. 6 s. 9 d. until finally planted on th~ir land, and pro
vided with 16 months provision and every thing necessary for their ultimate success. 
l~very day the facilities of intercourse will be getting better in tbe Colonies; the increase of 
population, new roads, canals, &c. all greatly contribute. 

In 1817, my brother the Consul, assisted by me, sent over 3,000 poor destitute Irish to 
York, in Upper Canada, by way of Albany and Oswego, at: I think, for 22 s. 6d. each; they 
were located in Cavan township, and are in great prospenty. I mt·rely mention this cir
cumstance, that a contrast may be drawn with the expense of transport near the Saint 
Lawrence. 

It is indispensable that the emigrants should be ready to sail from the United Kingdom 
for North America by 1st April, and none leave after 1st Juue, as after that period long 
passages may be expected. Not more than 500 families should go at a time, then follow in 
succession every fortnight, sending the particulars of each cargo to the respective super
intendents via New York, that the necessary arrangements might be made on their arrival. 

A great deal has been said as to the most suitable places for locating the emigrants: 
Ppper (\mada, as to ,eason and universal fertility of soil, has many advantages j but which 
the proximity to market which Lower Canada enjoys, I consider fully equivalent. A free 
emigration hitherto has taken considerable root in the C pper Province, and a very large 
annual increase of emigration thither may be expected, and for which reason, combined 
with other strong political causes, a very considerable portion of the settlers should be put in 
the Lower Province. 

The forming settlements in the district of Gaspee and head of Chaloner Bay, and to unite 
a link of communication by the head of St. John's river towards Kamousaska, is of such 
obvious importance to the colonies generally, and the soil admitted good, that I shall not 
make any further remark on it; and 1 know that Lord Dalhousie is of opinion, that making 
extensive settlements on the south side the Saint Lawrence, opposite Quebec, would be 
attended with many important advantages, not only as regards the individual prosperity of 

the 

• This expense refers to a .imilar population as those taken out by Mr. Robinson, which had upon 
an average 9 adults. By Statement N° 3, you will perceive, under the present pre~uQled proporfion 
pf man, wifQ alld 3 children under 12, that the expense would be about £.13. 6. 9. a head. 

STz 
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the emigrant, which can hardly be doubted from the proximity to the Quebec market, but 
politically an increase of population and British feeling and principle in the Lower Province 
is absolutely necessary, and which the continued embarrassment to every improvement 
proposed by His l\I~jesty 's Government fully establishes. 

It was, Sir, a favourite scheme of the late Sir G. Prevost, not to encourage the settlement 
of the south side the Saint Lawrence or Eastern townships, but that there shou!d remain 
a barrier of wilderness ao-ainst the Americans; for my part, I should be more disposed to 
depend on a grateful 10y~1 population, and the introduction of 50,000 good e~igrants, in 
event of any future war with our ambitious Republican neighbour~, th'ln their favourite 
bush to fi"'ht in. In fact those very districts, except in few instances, are filling with any 
thing bur a desirable population, such as American squatters, that it will be found, if 
longer neglected, very difficult to dislodge. 

It is observed by some, that the locating of emigrants in those situations would cause 
great difficulty, for want of roads ; and this must remain so, so long as population is withheld. 
Bad as the roads are, the Americans contrive to send their cattle and other provisions 
through those very townships alld all to the Quebec market. 

As to New Brunswick, I never understood that its soil was suited for the culture of 
wheat, and hitherto fanning has not been much attended to, the chief employment being in 
the timber trade; and at present, I believe, New Brunswick is obliged to procure the great 
portion of its bread and flour from the States; and in event of a large influx of inhabitants 
going in, it would drain the province of much of its specie. as they have nothing to barter 
with the Americans. 

One or two hundred families might make advantageous settlements in Novia Scotia, and 
which would annually increase. Those p~rsons accustomed to fishing, such as the sea-coast 
inhabitants of county Cork, would find good employ in the fisheries. I do not think that 
any quantity of good land is now in the possession of the Crown in that province. 

The same remark may generally apply to Prince Edward Island. The land is nearly 
all granted, but I presume the proprietors would gladly relinquish a moiety to the Crown. for 
the purpose of settlement. 

It has been already stated, that the River Saqueny holds out good inducements for forming 
a settlement, and which I have a strong anxiety to see effected. 

I s.hall conclude, Sir. this hasty sketch, by assuring you of my determination on all 
occasIOns to make my humble efforts useful to you, and give any assistance in my power 
in the farthering the very important and interesting question to its final completion. 

To 

R. Wilmot Horton, Esq. 
&c. &c. &c. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
A. C. Buchanan. 

QUERIES submitted by l\Ir. S. Hill to the Merchants of Londonderry, 
respecting an improved alteration ill the Passenger Act. 

Sir. 
2, Great Ryder-street, St. James's, March 20th, 1827. 

I HAVE the honour to present you with the accompanying Letters received this day by me 
from M. ~. ~11J, Esq., collector of the port of Londonderry, with Queries submitted by him 
to the prmclpal merchants of that city, with a view to an improved alteration in the present 
Passenger Act; and I beg to state, I fully concur in the observations made by :.'>Ir. Hill. 

To 

R. Wilmot Horton, Esq. 
&.c. &c. &c. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

A. C. Buchanan. 
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My dear Sir, Derry, 12th March 1827. 

. I" conseque.nce of the inclemency of the weather, I did not receive your letter of the 3d 
Illsta~t un.tll this mormng.: Anx~ous however ~o afford you any infomlation in my power on 
a subject III respect to ~hlch I wish y~ur ex(,:tlOus may succeed, every exertion on my part 
has been used. There IS but one sentiment m Derry, as to the necessity of amendinO" the 
Passenger Act.. I am sati.sfied, under existing circumstances, that every facility should be 
aflorded to EmigratIOn, with proper regard to the comfort and safety of those who avail 
themselves of it. 

A. C. Buchanan, Esq. 
Very sincerely yours, 

M. S. Hill. 

QUERIES with a view to an improved alteration in the present PASSENGER ACT. 

Query 1st. WOULD it be advisable to do 
away with legislative interference in that re
spect altogether, or to provide for the safety and 
comfort of passengers by regulations and re
strictions properly modified and approved of? 

. Answer. IT would not be right to do away 
WIth legIS1a111'" mterference; it is absolutely 
necessary to provide for the comfort of pas
sengers, and restrict the number. 

2d. What additional number of passengers 
might be taken, in proportion to tonnage; and 
ought not the present regulation, with respect 
to children, still continue? 

3d. What regulation would it be wise to 
adopt in respect to provisions; and would it 
be sufficient to make the master responsible 
that each passenger shall take on board a 
~ufficient quantity of wholesome victualling 
for three months. still holding the owners ac
countable under a penalty, to have that quan
tit yon board in case of accidents? 

4th. Can a doctor be dispensed with; and 
how might his services be supplied I 

5th. Is not the present regulation, which 
requires the precise description of passengers 
to be forwarded for licence, and to be therein 
inserted before the vessel can clear out, an 
impediment to the trade; and would not the 
number which the vessel can carry under the 
Act be sufficient to state, without particu
larizing adults, children under 14 years and 
children under 7 years of age? 

550 . 

Answ. A vessel can accommodate "'ith 
every convenience and comfort two passen
g'ers to every three tons of her register; 
children to continue under the present exist
ing law, that is, two under fourteen years, or 
three under seven years of age, equal to one 
passenger. 

AnslV. The description of people now emi
grating are not in circumstances to lay in 
provisions for the voyage to the extent that 
the present law requires, nor are they in the 
habit of using such provisions; the master, 
owner>; or consignee, under a penalty, should 
be hound (0 see that a reasonable quantity of 
good wholesome Victuals of the best descrip
tion that the passengers can procure or are in 
the habit of using, equal to three \l1onths con
sumption, be put on board; and that the pre
sent law respecting water be complied with. 

Answ. A doctor is altocrether unneces
sary; in few cases can he r~"nder any service 
to passengers, being himself sick during the 
greater part of the voyage; the masters of 
passenger ships better understand how to treat 
the passengers than the doctor, and are in the 
habit of adulinistering medicine when neces
sary. 

Answ. l\I uch inconvenience arises in the 
present mode of taking out a licellce, having 
to forward the application for same at least 
six days prior to the clearing out of the 
vessel, when it is necessary to state the 
number of adults, the number under q years 
of age and the number under 7 years of age; 
after the licence is granted, in many cases, 
a number of those who have engaged their 
passages retract, and snch as ofter in their 
stead will not correspond; consequently, in 
such cases, the ship loses the privilege of 
taking her complement of passengers. An 
application for a licence, stating the number 
of adults, and allowing children, as ratE'd in 
the Act. should be considered sufficient. 

6th. Would 

3 T:3 
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6th. Would it not be beneficial to trade 
if vessels were allowed to take out the full 
number of pass eng erg in proportion to tonnage, 
without reference to any cargo on board, pro
vided it appears to the proper officers (agree
ably to the measurement and rules prescribed 
by the existing law) that there is height and 
space "ufficient for their passengers, their 
provisions and luggage? 

Answ. In cases where ships have cargo on 
board to serve as ballast, and not to incon
venience passengers, leaving th~~ sufficient 
room for their luggage and provIsions under 
deck, should be allowed to carry the com
plement of passengers agreeably to their ton
nage, same as if ballasted with stone or 
sand. 

---------------

Custom House, Londonderry, 12 March 1827. 

My dear Sir, 

11,\ v E been favoured with the receipt of your Letter of the 3d instant; and as I deem it 
my duty to render l\Ir. Horton any information that may be thought useful in the proposed 
amendment of the Passenger Act, I have stated my view of the case in the shape of question 
and answer, as given ill the preceding columns, first having submitted the same to several 
of the principal merchants in this city, who perfectly accord with me in every particular. 

I am not quite sure, however, that it would be prudent or advisable to allow three pas
sengers to every two tons; it might be better, I think, to let the Act remain as it is in that 
respect, because a similar indulgence to foreign vessels would be naturally sought for in the 
alteration of the scale, which would afford to them an advantage over our shipping, the latter 
being generally of much smaller dimensions, and consequently less able to accommodate the 
additional number of passengers, at the rate of three adults to two tons. However, I have 
judged it right to state the opinion of the merchants here in that respect, although I think 
British vessels might carry children and crew exclusively. The practice adopted hitherto, as 
queried in N° 5, is as mere matter of regulation on the part of the Commissioners of Customs 
and can be remedied as pointed out in the answer, by order of the Treasury, \\'thout touching 
the Act ..... I shall be always happy to assure you that 

I remain most sincerely yours, 

M. S. Hill. 

Be pleased to acknowledge the receipt. 

A. f'. Buchanan, Esq. 
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Appendix, N° ;). 

QUERIES submitted to Ten Colonial Witnesses; and ABSTRACTS of their A:-iSWER~ which 

have been given in separately. 

QUERY? 

First :-Taking the whole range of the North 

American Colonies, and reducing them to one 

common averagr, do you think it would be safe 

to estimate the expense necessary for the satis· 

factory location of an Emigrant family, of a mall, 

woman and three children, at less than £. 60. 

per family, such expense to be incurred after their 

landing at a colonial port? 

NAMES OF WITNESSES 

already examined before the Committee. 

1. J. Sewell, Esq. Chief Justice of Lower Canada 

2. Very Rev. Archdeacon Strachan, D. D. of _Upper_} 
Canada - - - • • • 

3. W. B. Felton. Esq. of the Legislative Council of Lower} 
Canada • • • - • - - • 

+ P. Robinson, Superintendent, and of the Executive} 
Council, Upper Canada - - - - • 

5. Capt. Marshall, Superinteudent of the Military Settle-} 
ments, Upper Canada - • - • -

6. J. Howe, Esq. Deputy Postmaster General of Nova 1 
Scotia - - - • • - - -. f 

7· A. C. Buchanan, Esq. Merchant, of Lower Canada • 

8. B. P. Wagner, Esq. Merchant, of Lower Canada 

9· Mr. Roswell Mount, Deputy Land Surveyor, Upper} 
Canada. - _. -. --

10. Captain Weatherley, half pay, Justice of the Peace for} 
the District of Bathurst, Upper Canada - • 

Note:-This query involves the supposition, that the ex
pense of passage is never to be incurred by Government, 
but is, in all cases, to be paid by the parties interested in the 
removal of a superabundant population; and that the Emi
grant's family have been approved <?iby an Agent appointed 
by Government to examine all proposed Emigrants. All 
the expenses and circumstances of the passage to be entirely 
independent of Government assistance or responsibility. 
No Emigrant would be entitled to Government assistance in 
the Colonies who had not received a voucher from a Govern
ment Agent at home, that such Emigrant and family were 
proper subjects for receiving Government assistance. 

ABSTRACT OF AKS\yERS. 

Thillks it would not be safe to estimate the expense at 
less than £.60. 

Thinks £.60. necessary. 

Thinks not less than £.60. necessary. 

Thinks £.60. on an average necessary. 

Thinks, on an average for Upper and Lower Canada 
that £.60. is necessary. 

Thinks the estimate a fair one. 

Thinks in the near districts that £. (,0. is sufficient. 

Think. £.60. sufficient. 

Does not think it safe to estimllte less than £.60 

DO 
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QUERY? 

Secondly:-Do you mainly concur in tbe ne
cessity of assistance to the value of £.60. fur
nished to tbe Emigrant more or less in the fol
lowing proportions? 

Average Estimate if the Expense qf srltling Il Family, ennsist
ing if one lIlan, one Woman, and three Children, in the 
British North American P,-ol'illccs; distinguishing the 
"arious items qf Expenditure. 

Expenses of conveyance from the port of disembarkation 
to place of location - - - - £. 10 - -

Provisions, viz. rations for 15 months for 1 man, 
1 woman and 3 children, at lIb. of flour and 
; lb. of pork for each adult, and half that 
quantity for each child, making :3~ rations 
per diem, pork being at £.4. per barrel and 
flour at £.1. 5 s. per barrel - - - 40 6 10 

Freight of provisions to place of settlement 10 10 

House for each family 2 - -

Implements, &c. 
4 Blankets £.- 14 -
1 Kettle - - - - 5 10 
1 Frying-pan - - - - 1 3 
3 Hoes 4 6 
1 Spade 2 !I 
1 ~edge 4 
1 Auger - - - - 2 2 
1 Pick-axe 2 

2 Axes 
Proportion of grindstone, 

whipsaw and cross-cut 
saw - - - - - 14 -

Freight and charges on 
ditto 15 per cent - 10 

Cow - 4 10 
Medicines and medical attendance -
Seed corn 
Potatoes, 5 bush. at 2 s. 6d. 

6 
- 12 6 

- 14 -
Proportion of the expense of building for the depot 1 

Ditto for clerks, issuers, and sun '\',rs to sbow the 
lots . 5 

£.60. sterling is equal to - £.66 13 4 

NAMES OF WITNE.SSES 

already examined before the Committee. 

1. J. Sewell, Esq. 

2. Very Rev. Archdeacon Strachan, D. D. _ 

3. W, B. Felton, Esq. 

4· P. Robinson, Esq. -

5. Capt. Marshall 

6. J. Howe, Esq. 

7· A. C. Buchanan Esq. 

8. B. P. Wagner, Esq. 

9. JIlr. Roswell :--rount 

10. Capt. Weatherley _ 

Notc:-Something in the nature of this Schedule, appli
cable to the special circumstances ?f the location of each 
particular emigrant,. would b~ delivered to him upon his 
landing; and upon hIS presentmg a voucher to the Emigra_ 
tion Agent at the colonial port, .howing that"~ !lad b~ ... 
approved as an Emigrant, and upon his expressin" his wish 
to receive this sort of loan in kind. In case of tl~is occur
ring, he would be called upon to sign the security adverted 
to in the next query, and then conveyed to his location at 
the Government expense. As two children are considered 
equal to the expense of an adult, if the family consisted of 
a widower and five children, or in any other variety of pro
portion, regulated by this principle of equivalent, would not 
the £. Go. be equally necessary 1 Every lot must have a 
working head of a family upon it, who must become respon
sible for Ihe interest. 

ABSTRACT OF ANSWERS. 

Does not doubt the correctness of the Estimate. 

D' 

DO 

DO 

Do 

Thinks that £.48. lOS. sufficient in the near Districts. 

Thinks £.60. sufficient, expended as stated. 

Concurs with the Estimate. 

Mainly concurs with the Estimate. 
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. QUERY? 

Thirdly:-Do you consider that any sort of 
practical diffic~lty will e~ist in taking a.n un
expensive and sImple secunty from the EmIgrant, 
both personal as well as a lien upon his land, for 
the payment of £.4. per annum interest, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon the sum of £. 80. or 
in other words upon the sum of £. 60. improved 
by deferred interest for seven years, to the sum 
of £.80, interest being only calculated in that 
instance at £.4. per cent? 

NAMES OF WITKESSES 

already ~xamin(;d before the Committee. 

1. J. Sewell, Esq. 

2. Very Rev. Archdeacon, Strachan, D. D. -

3. W. B. Felton, Esq. 

4. P. Robinson, Esq. 

5. Capt. :\fa"hall 

6. J. Howe, Esq. 

7. A. C. Buchanan, Esq. 

8. B. P. Wagner, Esq. 

g. Mr. Roswell Mount 

10. Capt. Weatherley -

QUEltY? 

Fourth~lj:-Do yon considcr that the Emigrant 
settler, if not called upon to pay any intel'c,t fur 
the space of ~('ven years, "ill have nny difficulty 
whatever in affording to pay£. 4. per annUllI, at 
the expiratio~ of that period, in money or money's 
worth, that is, in grain and pork of a merchantable 
quality, estimated upon a given principle of arbi
tration, such Emigrant having always a power at 
bis own option of paying off the principal of £. 80. 
in instalments of £.20. each, in money, until tbe 
whole of the original loan be discharged? 

NAMES OF WITNESSES 

already examined before the COlllmittte. 

I. J. Sewell, Esq. 

2. Very Rev Archdeacon Strachan 

3. W. B. Felton, Esq. 

4· Po' Robinson, Esq. -

5. Capt. Marshall 

6. J. Howe, Esq. 

7· A. C. Buchanan, Esq. 

8. B. P. Wagner, Esq. 

9· Mr. TIoswcll Mount 

10. enp!. Weather ley _ 

.5jO. 

Note:-Every pains must be taken to explain to the Emi
grant, that the acceptance of the loan is to be entirely vol un
t~ry on h,s part, precisely the same as if any individual in 
hIS Own country had proposed, from motives of charity, to 
a~vance hIm a loan of equal amount, upon the same principle 
ot repayment. 

ABSTRACT OF ANSWERS. 

Does not think that any difficulty will exist, pfCIvided 
legislative provisions be made fur Lower Canada. 

Thinks there will be no difficulty, on proper explanations 
being given to the Emigrant. 

Same opinion as Chief Justice Sewell. 

Thinks there will be no difficulty, if the deed be withheld 
till half the money be paid. 

Thinks there will be no difficulty. 

DO 

Recommend. two securities to be required, and thinks 
there will be no difficulty. 

Thinks there will be no difficulty. 

D' 
DO 

Note:-The mode of estimating the value of the produce 
of the Settler's farm in money, would be by a simple esti
mllle of market price, made under prescribed regulations in 
Colonies, and assessing produce with reference to .uch 
value. 

AB-TRACT OF ANSWERS. 

Thinks the Emigrant will be able to pay. 

Has no doubt of the ability to pay interest, and recom
mends instalments of £.5. to be received for the payment ot 
the principal. 

Thinks there will be no difficulty. 
Do 

DO 
[)O 

D:' 

Recommel"ls £. :;. instalments to be received in payment 
of principal, and thinks there will be no difficulty. 

Thinks there will he no difficulty. 

Is confident there nill be no difficulty. 

3 F 
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QUERY? 

Fifthl!J :-Are you of opinion that if this pro
position be adequately explained to the Pauper 
Emigrant, and if he be made conclusively to 
understand that it is not a rent for his land, but 
a payment of interest upon a loan of money lent 
to him at his own request, which loan has been 
advanced to him in kind and not in money, that he 
would bc in any degree disposed to resist the pay
ment of this interest, it being explained to him, tbat 
at any time he has the power of exoneratin~ him
self from such payment, by the payment of £.80.? 

1\'1I.IIE5 Of \\'IFiE:iSES 

already eX<lruillcd before the Committee. 

1. J. Sewell, Esq. 

2. Very Hev. Arch,leacon Strachan, D.D. 

3. W. B. Felton, Esq, 

4. P. I1obinson, Esq. 

5. Capt. Marshall 

6. J. Howe, Esq. 

7. A, C. Buchanan, Esq. 

8. B. P. Wagner. Esq. 

!J. Mr. Hoswell :\[ount 

10. Capt. Weatherley -

QUERY; 

Si,rthly:-In case of the death of the Emigrant 
at any period during the scven years or after it, 
do you think there would be any doubt as to the 
value of the improved land being an adequate 
security for the loan advanced upon; 

X.DIES OF WITXESSES 

already examined befOle the Commitlee. 

Note: - This question might not appear more n~cessary to 
be put to a Colonial witn~ss,. th~n t~ any other wItness; but 
it has reference to the ,lislDchnatlOn naturally felt to the 
payment of rent in countries uncler the circumstances of our 
North American Colonies, which contain an indefinite extent 
of waste land of fertile quality. 

AIlSTHACT OF A:>ISWERS. 

Thinks there will be no disposition in the Emigrant to 
resist the payment. 

DO 

D' 
DO 

Do 

DO 

D' 

Note: - For example, supposing the head of a family to 
die, and the wife and children to abandon the lot; would an 
incoming tenant be able and willing to pay th" interest nt the 
end of the seven years, he of Course availing himself of the 
improvements that had taken place upon that particular lot. 

ABSTRACT OFAXS\\·ER'. 

--------------------~.---

1. J. Sewell, Esq. 

2. Very Rev. Archdeacon Strachan, D,D, 

3. W. B. Felton, Esq. 

4. P. Robinson, Esq, 

5. Capt. Marshall 

6. J. Howe, Esq. 

7. A. G. Buchanan, E.q. 

8. B. P. ,,""gner. ES'I. 

g. ;\[r, Roswell :-'[ollnt 

10. Capt. Weathcrley -

Has no doubt when the value of the improvements 
amount to the sum lent. 

Thinks the impruvements will be sufficient security. 

D" 

0' 

D· 

D' 

Doubts the value of the security until the end of 4 years, 
when it will be good and sufficient. 

Thinks the land sufficient security. 

Do 
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QUERY? 

Seventhlg ;-Are you of opinion that uny sort 
of practical difficulty will be found in the levy of 
this interest, supposing such levy to be made 
·under the directions of the Gove1'l1or? 

alr~ady examined before the Committee. 

I. J. Sewell, Esq. 

~. Very Rev. Archdeacon Strachan, D. D. -

3. W. B. Felton, Esq. 

4. P. Robinson, Esq. -

5. Capt. Marshall 

6. J. Howe, Esq. 

7. A. C. Buchanan, Esq. 

8. B. P. Wagner, Esq. 

9. Mr. Roswell :'IIount 

10. Capt. Weatherley -

QUERY; 

EighthlJ;-What would be the average 
pense per cent, upon the collection of 
interest? 

~.\)n:s OF WITi'."ESSES 

nlrcad J examined befure the Committee. 

-----_._---

1. J. Sewell, Esq. 

~. Very Rev. Archdeacon Strachan, D. D. 

3. W. B. Felton, Esq. 

4· P. Robinson, Esq. 

5· Capt. Marshall 

6. J. Howe, Esq. 

,. A. C. Buchanan, Esq. 

8. B. P. Wagner, Esq. 

9· Mr. Roswell Mount 

10. Capt. Weatherley _ 

ex
the 

ABSTRACT OF ANSWERS. 

When aided by legislative provisions, there will be no 
difficulty. 

Thinks thcre will be no difficulty. 

DO 

D' 

DO 

DO 

D" 

DO 

Is not informed on this subject. 

Thinks there will be no difficulty. 

ABSTRACT OF Al\S\\,EHS. 

Thinks uot less thau Ii per cent. 

Pcrh2ps 5 per cent, if collected by the local authorities. 

) 5 per cent, but about ;; per cent if collected by local 
authorities. 

5 per cent. 

5 per cent, if collected in money. 

5 per cent. 

From 5 to 7 f pel' cent if in money, and from 10 to 
15 per cent if in produce. 

2 f per cent in money, and from 5 to 10 per cent in 
produce. 

Not iriformed. 

2 f per cent in money, 10 per cent if paid in kind 

3 U 2 
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QUERY? 

Ninthl!! :-Are you of opmlOn that there 
would be any sort of indisposition on the part 
of the colonial legislatures to give every faci
lity to the levy of this interest, in consideration 
of the extreme advantages to the colony which 
must arise from the introduction of a regulated 
system of Emigration, consisting of properly 
selected Emigrants at a proper period of life, who 
have left their own country under the circumstance 
of there being no demand for their labour? 

i'unn:s OF WITNESSES 

already examined before the Committee. 

1. J. Sewell, Esq. 

2. Very Rev. Archdeacon Strachan, D. D. -

3. W. B. Felton, Esq. 

4. P. Robinson, Esq. -

5. Capt. Marshall 

6. J. Howe, Esq. 

7. A. C. Buchanan, Esq. 

8. B. P. Wagner, Esq. 

g. Mr. Roswell Mount 

10. Capt. Weatherley -

QUEl{Y? 

Tenthl!! :-Do you conceive, in point of fact, 
that this proposal of advancing capital to the 
Emigrants, in other words to the Colony, differs 
from any speculation which might be made, of 
advancing capital in any colonial enterprize, 
whether on loan or in mines, for which the 
capitalist would naturally require a remuneratin<r 
interest? 0 

NA~IES OF WITNESSES 

already examined before the Committee. 

1. J. Sewell, Esq. 

2. Very Rev. Archdeacon Strachan, D. D. -

3. W. B. Felton, Esq. 

4. P. Robinson, Esq. 

5. Capt. Marshall 

6. J. Howe, Esq. 

7. A. C. Buchanan, Esq. 

8. B. P. Wagner, Esq. 

9. Mr. Roswell :lIount 

10. Capt. Weatherlcy -

Nole :-The Colonies would benefit exclusively from all 
the productions which might be the result of Emigration, 
with the exception of. the interests and repayments, which 
must necessarily be a "ery small part of the actual wealth 
created, as is shown by the concurrent testimony of all the 
Colonial Witnesses. 

ABSTRACT OF ANSWERS. 

Thinks there wii! be no difficulty. 

Do 

D' 
DO 
DO 

D' 
DO 
DO 

D' 
DO 

Nole :-If an individual, or a company in England ad
vanced £.100,000. on a Mine or on a Canal, they wonld 
expect to receive interest upon their capital; but could the 
Colonists complain of a remittance to England of that 
interest. 

ABSTRACT OFAXSIHRS. 

Thinks there Is no difference. 

D" 

DO 

DO 

DO 

DO 

D' 
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-
QUEUY? 

Eleventhly :-Whether in the instance of indi-
viduals advancing their capital, a higher rate of 
interest would not be expected; and whether such 
'nterest would not be expected to comu)cncc at 
~ much earlier period than after the la p~c of seven 
years? 

NAMES OF WITNESSES 

already exaruined before the Committee. 

1. J, Sewell, Esq. 

~. Very Rev. Archdeacon Strachan, D.O. 

3, W. B. Felton, Esq. 

4, P, Robinson, Esq. -

5. Capt. Marshall 

6. J. Howe, Esq. 

;. A. C. Buchanan, Esq. 

8. B. P. Wagner, Esq. 

9- Mr. Roswell Mount 

10. Capt. Weatherley _ 

5,50. 

Note :-The proposition herein made is, to advance 60 I. 
free of interest for seven years, and then to charge interest 
at the rate of (il. 138. 4d. per cent, that is 6-} per cent 
upon the original 60 1.; but as it is intended that the mother 
COlll~tr.)' should sustain no ultimate loss upon these loans, 
!he Lnllgl:ant IS called upon to repay a capital sum of 80 I. 
lllstead 01 60 1., and is called upon to pay 4 t. per annum, 
at the end of seVl'1l years, upon that capital of 80 I., being 
at t he rate of 51. per cent upon it. 

The. ca'~', then, as I!CII.' ~ell the lender and the Emigrant, 
SUppOSlllg It to be an md,vlUual case, stands simply thus ,_ 

llend YOll liul. li'ee of inten'.,t, for seven years. hut as 
the colonial rate of interest is ,ix per cent, I should be 
justified in calling upon you to pay 31.128. lor this sum at 
the expiration of the first year; but as I wish you to employ 
your means l'xclusively in improving your lar,d, I will remit 
you all ill(('/'I'.\/ lor sC\'l'n years, and then I will charge you 
with an interest of + t. per annum instead of the sum of 
31. 1 ~ 8.; and at any time, if you choose to relieve yourself 
from this annual paylll('lIt of 41. or parts of it, you may 
diminish it to the nll'lIt of' 1 t. hy every ~"I. that you pay 
by instalments in liquidation of the capital debt of So l., 
that is, of Got. improved to the value of' 801. in conse· 
'jucnce of seven y~ars deferred interest. 

AllSTRACT OF ANS'.vERS. 

Thinks individuals would require an immediate return, 
but they cannot take more than 6 pcr cent, the legal 

interest. 

Individuals would take compound interest. 

Individuals would require large .. profit. 

O' 

D' 

D' 

0" 

D' 

sU 3 



526 APPENDIX TO THIRD REPORT OF THE 

1\0 I. 

Downing-street, J 9th May 182i. 
~1r. WILMOT HORTON would be much oblirred to Mr. ,.,'eete/I, notwithstanding the Evidence 

which he has already given before the Emigration COlllmittee, if he would be good enough to furnish 
him with written and specific Answers to the following Queries: 

QUERY? 

First :-Taking the whole range of the North 
American Colonies, and reducing them to one 
common average, do you think it would be safe 
to esti;nate the expense necessary for the oatis
factory location of an Emigrant family, of a man, 
woman and three children, at les~ than £.60. 
per family, such expense to be incurred after their 
landing at a colonial port-

ANSWER: 

Note :-This query involves the supposition, that the ex
pense of passage is never to be incu .... ed by Government, 
but is, ill all cases, to be paid by the parties interested in the 
removal of a superabundant population, and that the Emi
grant's family have been approved 'ifby an Agent appointed 
by Government to examine all proposed Emigrants. All 
the expenses and circumstances of the passage to be entirely 
independent of Government assistance or responsibility. 
No Emigrant would be entitled to Gov,ernment assistance in 
the Colonies, who had not received a voucher from a Govern
ment agent at home, that such Emigrant and family were 
proper snbjects for receiving Government assistance. 

I do not think that it would be safe to estimate tbe expense necessary for the satisfactory location of an 
{emigrant family of five persons at less than £.60. per family, upon tbe common average to which this 
Question refers. 

QUERY; 

Secondly:- Do you mainly concur in the lIe
cessity of assistance, marc or less in these pro
portions, to the value of £. 60. furnished to the 
Emigrant in the following proportions? 

Average Estimate 'if the Expense 'ifsettling a Family, consist
ing 'if one Man, one TVaman, and three Children, in the 
British North AmC1'ican Provinces; distinguishillg the 
'Various items if Expenditure. 

Expenses of conveyance from the port of disembarkation to 
place of location - -. - - £.10 - -

Provisions, viz. rations for 15 months for 1 man, 
1 woman and 3 children, at 1 lb. of flour and 
1 lb. of pork for each adult, and half that 
quantity for each child, making 3 f rations 
per diem, pork being at £.4. per barrel and 
flour at i.1. 5 s. per barrel 

Freight of provisions to place of settlement 
House for each family 

Implements, &c. 
4- lllarikets -: £. - 14 -
1 Kettle - - :; 10 

1 Frying-pan 
3 Hoes 

3 
- 4 G 

1 Spade 
1 Wedge 
1 AuO'er 
1 Pick-axe - 2 

2 Axe, - - - -
Proportion of grindstone, 

whipsaw and cross-cut 
.aw • - 14-

F·reight and charges on 
ditto 1;) pel' cent - 10 

Cow 

9 
4 
~ 

Medicine, and medical attendance -
Seed COl'll 

Pot,ltoes, 5 bush. at 2s. Gd. -
6 

- 12 6 

+" 6 10 
1 10 10 

2 

4 10 

14 -
Proportion orthc expense of building for the depot 1 

Ditto for clerks, issuers, and surveyors to show the 
lots - :, -

£.60. stel'ling is equal to - £.66 13 4 

ANS\\,EH: 

_Vote :-Something in the nature of this Schedule, appli
cable to the special circumstances of the location of each 
particular emigrant, would be delivered to him upon his 
landing; and upon his presenting a voucher to the Emigra
tion Agent at the Colonial Port, showing that he had heen 
approved as an Emigrant, and upon his expressing his wish 
to receive this sort of loan in kind. In case of this occur
ring he would be called upon to sign the security adverted 
to in the next query, and then conveyed to his location at 
the Government expeilse. As two children are considered 
equal to the expense of an adult, if the family consisted of 
a widower and five children, or in any other variety of pro
portion, regulated by this principle of equivalent, would not 
the £.60. be equally necessary? Every lot must have" 
workillg head of a family upon it, who must become respon. 
sible for the interest. 

I have so little pf'rsollal kllowledrre of the wants of settler~ UnOn their first estahli,hment and of the valu~ 
o! the principal itelll. which form.tbe a\·erag~ Estimate annexed' to this Question, thnt I can' only say, I s~e nO 
reasull to doubt the correctness ot the Estimate. 
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QUERY; 
Thirdly;- Do you consider that any sort of 

practical difficu.lty will exi.st in taking: al.! Ull
expensive and sImple securIty from the EmIgrant, 
both personal as well as a lien upon his land, for 
the payment of £'4. per annum interest, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon the slim of £.80. or 
in ~ther words upon the sum of £.60. improved 
bv deferred interest for ~cvcn years to 1he SUlIl 

of £. 80. interest beillg only calculated ill that 
instance at £.4· per cr·nt ~ 

ANSWER: 

J\!ote :-Every pains must be taken to explain to the 
Emigrant, that the acceptance of the loan is to be entirely 
~ olu.ntary on Ius part, precisely the same as if any individual 
In hiS own c~untry had proposed, /i·om motives of charity, 
to advance him a loan of equal amount upon the same 
principle of repayment. ' 

I do ~ot. But! ~pe:lkillg particularly .with r~ference to" [.0\\<"1 Call"da, it will, in my. opinion, be nccessalY by 
Legislative provlSI?"S to prescIlbe the tonn at the Sl"l"lIllly to l)(" given by ~·"ch Enllgranl ti,r the amount he 
receives by way ot loan; to declare that he ,hall be pf'rsonally responslblc lor It; mill that. the amount shall 
also be a charge upon the land IOl·ated or gralltl"d 10 him uutil it is repaid with interest, whether such land 
remains in his own hands or be in the ballds of a third person; to declare "I". and to enact, that every ouch 
land, whether located or granted, and all illlprOH"IIH"nh Ihereon, shall at all times be liable, and may be taken 
inexecution and sold for tbe payment of inkn"st dill' thereon; that in the distribution of the proceeds of any 
sale of such land, in execution or othel IIi,,·, :1I1101l:C; the creditors of slIch Emigrant, the Crown shall bc ranked 
asa privileged mortgagc creditor, in preference to "II others, f,'r the amount of the interest \\ hieh may be due 
upon the security gi\en oy such Emigmllt; and that the land shall continue and remain charged in the hands 
of the purchaser, for the capital due lIpon snch security (or the residue thereof if any part has been paid) and 
for interest thereon, until such capital or such residue shall be entirely repaid. 

QUERY? 

Fourthly ;-])0 you consider that the El\ligrullt 
sellier. ii not called upon to pay any illtercot for 
the space of seven years, will have any difficulty 
whatever in affording to pay £.4. per annum, at 
the expiration of that period, in money or money'5 
worth. that is, ill grain and pork of a merchantable 
quaiity, estimated upon a given principle of arbi
tration, such Emigrant ha·,'ing always a power at 
hisown option of paying off the principal of L 80. 
in instalments of £. :l0. each, in money, until the 
whole of the original loan lie diEcharged? 

ANSWER: 

.\'otc ;-The mode of estimating the value of the produce 
of the Settler's farm in money, would be by a simple esti
mate of market price, made under prescribed regulations 
in Colonies, and assessing produce with reference to such 
value. 

If the Emigrant is industrious, is located upon good soil, and Iw,.',cce" to.a llIalket for the sale of thi! 
surplus of his agricultural produce, he will, I thlllk, be able (but not without dlffie-ult),) to pay oil. per annum 
at the expiration of seven years from his first establishment, In money or HI money's worth. 

QUERY? 

~Vthl!J;-Are you of opinion that if this pro
pOSI.llOn be adequately explained to the Pauper 
Emigrant, and if he be made conclusively to 
understand that it is not a rent for his land, - but 
a pa¥ment of interest upon a loan of money lent 
10 htm at his own request, which loan has been 
advanced to him in kind and not in money, that he 
would he in any degree disposed to resist the pay-
mentof this interest, it bein!! explained to him, that 
at any time he has the po\~er of exonerating bim-
self from such payment, by the paymcnt of !,. 80. ? 

ANSWER: 

Rote;-This question might not appear more necessllry to 
be put to a Colonial witness than to any other witness; but 
it has reference to the disinclination naturally felt to the 
payment of rent in countries under the circumstances of our 
North American Colo"il's, which contain an indefinite e~tcnt 
of waste land of fertile quality. 

b If tbe money advanced be received by an honest Emio-rant, upon his own request, and by way cf loan, to 
/ repaid at his own convenience he payino- interest th~reon annually, I cannot apprehend that lie wOllid be 
ISposed to resist the payment of 'interest wl~en it had accrued allli remained due ~y him. 
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QUERY? 

. Sixthly :-In case of the death of the Emigrant 
at any period during the seven years, or after it, 
do you think there would be any doubt as to the 
value of the improved land being an adequate 
security for the loan advanced lIpon ~ 

ANSWER: 

Note:-For example, supposing the head of a filmily to 
die and the wife and children to abandon the lot; would an 
inc~ming tenant be able and willing to pay the interest at 
the end of the seven years, i1e of course availing himself of 
the improvements that had taken place upon that particular 
lot. 

"'hether in this case the improved land would or would not be an adeqnate security for the loan advanced, 
must depend so much upon the surn lent, .and upon the extent and. nature of the imrro~ement ill each par
ticular instance, that [ cannot venture to give a general answer to this question. It would ot course be adequate 
in all ca;es in which the illtrinsic value of tbe improvements would hear a reasonable comparison witb the 
amount of the sum lent. 

QUERY? 

Seventhly : - Are you of opinion that any sort 
of practical difficulty will be found in the levy of 
this interest, supposing such levy to be made 
under the directions of the Governor? 

ANSWEll : 

\Yith tbe aid of the legislative provisions mentioned in my answer to the tbird que.;tion, I do not appre
hend thnt there would be any particular difficuliy in levying, under the Governor's directions, the interest as 
it became due. 

QUERY; 

Eighthly:-What would be the average ex
pense per cent upon the cul1ection of the 
interest? 

ANSWER: 

I think it would not he I~ss thnn six per cent; but mv knowledge of the per centage usually allowed for 
such services in Canada, i. too lilllited to erJ:!ble me to speak on tbis point with certainty. 

QUERY? 

Nillth~ll:-Are you of opinion tbat there would 
be any sort of indisposition on the part of the Colo
nial Legislatures to ~i\'c everv facility to the lev\" of 
this int~rest. in consideratio;l of tlie extreme "ad
vantages to the colony which mllst arise from the 
introduction of a regula ted system of Emigration, 
consisting of properly selected Etlligrants at a 
proper period of life, who have left their own 
country under the circu!TIstance of there being no 
demand for their labour? 

ANSWl.!( : 

Note:-The Colonies would benefit exclusively from all 
the productions which might be the result of EUligr .. tion, 
with the exception of the interests and repayments, which 
must necessarily be a 'Day small pa,1 of the actual wealth 
created, as is shown by the concurrent testimony of all the 
Colonial Witnessei. 

I have b~foresaid, in ~ns.wer to a similar question, that two branches of tbe legislature of Lower Canada 
would rea,hly gl\·e every tadlt)' to the establishment of Emigrants in tbat province; and I may now add with 
safe.t)', that they would be dlSp?sed to afford every aid in their power to secure tbe sum advanced to the 
Emigrants, and the l'a\I1Hnt ot IOterest thereon; the otber branch would probably be disposed to do tbe same, 
but turtill'r 1 canaot say. 
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QUERY? 

TentMy :-Do you conceive, ill point of fact, 
that this proposal of advancing capital to the 
Emigrants, in other words to the Colony, differs 
from any speculation which might be made of ad
vancing capital in any colonial enterprize, whether 
on loan or in mines, for which the capitalist would 
naturally require a remunerating interest? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-Ifan individual or a Company in England advanced 
£.100,000. on a Mine or on a Canal, they would expect to 
receive illterest upon their capital; but could the Colonist 
complain of a remittance to ElIgland of that interest. 

I do not. There is equally an advance of capital by way of loan ill both cases, and the rcsult in each i:l 
the same. 

QUERY? 

Eleventhly :-Whether in the instance of indi
viduals advancing their capital, a higher rate of 
interest would not be expected; and whether such 
interest would not be expeeted to commIC:nce at 
a much earlier period than after the lapse of Sfven 
years? 

ANSWER: 

Note :--The proposition herein made is, to advance £.60. 
free of interest for seven years, and then to charge interest 
at the rate of £.6. 13S. 4r1. per cellt, that is, 6T per cent 
upon the original £.60; but as it is intended that the mother 
Country should sustain no ultimate loss upon these loans, the 
Emigrant is called upon to repay a capital sum of £.80. in
stead of £. 60, and is called upon to pay £.4. per annum at 
the end of seven years, upon that capital of £. l$o, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon it. 

The case then, as between the lender and the Emigrant, 
supposing it to be an individual case, stands simply thus:-

I lend you £.60. free of interest for seven yeurs, but as 
the colonial rate of interest is six per cent, I should be 
justified in calling upon you to pay £.3. I ~ s. for this sum at 
the expiration of the first year; but as I wi,h you to employ 
your means exclusively in improving your land, I will remit 
you all i1lierest for seven years, and then I will charge you 
with an interest of £,4. per annum instead of the SlUm of 
£.3. 12 0.; and at any time, if you choose to relieve your
self from this annual payment of £.4. or parts of it, you may 
diminish it to the extent of £.1. hy every £.20. that you pay 
by instalments, in ];'luidation of tile capital debt of £.80., that 
i. of £.60. improved to the value of £.80. in consequence 
of seven years deferred interest. 

Individuals advancing their capital in Canada, by way of loan, are entitled to interesl at the rate of 6 per cent 
per annum, from the day on which it is lent, and they cannot legally r<.:nil'C' more; I presume, therefore, that 
upon any advance of capital by individuals by way of loan for public or private purpost"s, interest would be 
expected to commence at a much earlier period than after the lapse of seven years. Money is scarce in Canada, 
and few per"'I!s relinquish advantages which the law "lIletions. 

London, 22d May 18~7. J. Sewell. 
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N° 2. Downing-street, 19th May 1827. 
Mr. WILlI10T HORTON would be much obliged to the Rev. Dr. St,:achan, notwithstanding the 

Evidence which he has already given before the Emicrration Committee, If he would be good enough 
to Q . to furnish him with written and specific Answers to the following uenes : 

QUERY? 

First :-Taking the whole range of the North 
American Colonies, and reducing them to one 
common average, do you think it would be safe 
to estimate the expense necessary for the satis
factory location of an Emigrant family, of a man, 
woman and three children, at less than £. 60. 
per family, such expense to be incurred after their 
landing at a colonial port? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-This query involves the supposition, that the ex
pense of passage is never to be incurred by Government, 
but is, in all case~, to be paid by the parties interested in the 
removal of a superabundant population, and that the Emi
grant's family have been approved qfby an Agent appointed 
by Government to examine all proposed Emigrants. All 
the expenses and circumstances of the passage to be entirely 
independent of Government assistance or responsibility. 
No Emigrant would be entitled to Government assistance in 
the Colonies, who had not received a voucher from a Govern
ment agent at home, that such Emigrant and family were 
proper subjects for receiving Government assistance. 

I am of opinion that the sum of £.60. sterling is necessary for the comfortable settlement of an emigrant 
family, consisting of a man, woman, and three children, as an average taken for the whole range of the Nortb 
American Colouies, and supposing the pauper family to be taken up at tbe port where they land. 

QUERY? 

Secondly:-Do you mainly concur in the ne
cessity of assistance, more or less in these pro
portions, to the value of £. 60. furnished to the 
Emigrant in the following proportions? 

Average Estimate qf tI,e F.xpense qf settling a Family, eonsist
ing qf one _'Ian, one Woman, and three Children, in the 
British North American Provinees; distinguishing the 
'Various items qf E:rpmrliture. 

Expenses of conveyance from the port of disembarkation to 
place of location - - - - £. 10 - -

Provisions, viz. rations for 15 months for I man, 
I woman and 3 children, at lIb. of flour and 
lIb. of pork for each adult, and half that 
quantity for each child, making 3t rations 
per diem, pork being at £.4. per barrel and 
flour at £.1. 5 s. per barrel - 40 6 10 

Freight of provisions to place of settlement I 10 10 

House for each family - - - - ~ - -
Implements, &c. 

4 Blankets £. - t.} -
1 Kettle - - 5 10 
I Frying·pan I 3 
3 Hoes 4 6 
1 Spade - 2 9 
1 Wedge 4 
1 Auger 2 

1 Pick-axe - 2 -

2 Axes - - - - - 1 
Proportion of grindstone, 

whipsaw and cross·cut 
saw - - - - - - - Ii -

Freight and charges on 
ditto 15 per cent - - - 10 l 

£. 3 18 - (:~~~;":;) £.4 6 8 
Cow 
Medicines and medical attendance 
Seed corn 
Potatoes,s bush. at 2S. 6d. 

4 10 

- 1 6 
- 12 6 

- 14 -
Proportion of the expense of building for the depot I 

Ditto for clerks, issuers, and surveyors to show the 
lots - 1 5 

£.60. sterling is equal to • £.66 13 4 

ANSWER: 

Note:-Something in the nature of this Schedule, appli
cable to the special circumstances of the location of each 
particular emigrant, would be delivered to him upon his 
landing; and upon his presenting a voucher to the Emigra
tion Agent at the Colonial Port, showing that he had hem 
approved as an Emigrant, and upon his expressing his wish 
to receive this sort of loan in kind. In case of this occur
ring, he would be called upon to sign the security adverted 
to in the next query, and then conveyed to his location at 
the Government expense. As two children are considered 
equal to the expense of an adult, if the family consisted of 
a widower and five children, or in any other variety of pro
portion, regulated by this principle of equivalent, would not 
the £.60. be eqnally necessary? Every lot must have a 
working head of a family upon it, who must become respon
sible for the interest. 

. As many Emigrants, particula.rly from Scot~and, have a great horror at getting into debt, it mi..,.ht be elf e-
dlent to advance them such portIOn only of thiS Schedule as they desired cbarging them acc d· b I. P 
t· I d' . I h ' or Ill" y, some, 
or examp e, may Ispense Wit I a cow, ot ers may not require blankets or cookinO' utensils' some" rovisions 

for only ten or twelve months, &c. &c. s.c. b , , p 
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QUERY? 

Thirdly :-Do you consider that any sort of 
practical difficulty will exist in taking an un
expensive and simple security from the Emigrant, 
both personal as well as a lien upon his land, for 
the payment of £.4. per annum interest, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon the sum of £.80., or 
in other words upon the sum of £.60. improved 
by deferred interest for seven years to the sum 
of £.80., illterest being only calculated in that 
instance at £. 4. per cent? 

ANSWER: 

~ote:-Every pains must be taken to explain to the 
EmIgrant, that the acceptance of the loan is to be entirely 
yolu?tary on his part, precisely the same as if any individual 
In hIs own country had proposed, from motives of charity, 
to advance him a loan of equal amount, upon the same 
principle of repayment. 

Great pains must be taken to explain to the Emigrant the nature of the contract, and that the deferred 
interest raises the £.DO. advanced to £.80; and, on being convinceJ that the transaction is in every respect 
fair aDd equitable, he will readily gil'e any security that may be demanded, for the repayment. 

QUERY? 

Fourthly:-Do you consider that the Emigrant 
settler, if not called upon to pay any interest for 
the space of seven years, will have any difficulty 
whatever in affording to pay £.4. per annum, at 
the expiration of that period, in money or money's 
worth, that is, in grain and pork of a merchantable 
quality, estimated upon a given principle of arbi
tration, such Emigrant having always a power at 
his own option of paying off the principal of £. 80. 
in instalments of £. :.l0. each, in money, until the 
whole of the original loan be discharged? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-The moue of estimating the value of the produce 
of the Settler's farm in money, would be by a simple esti
mate of market price, made under prescribed regulations 
in Colonies, and assessing produce with reference to such 
value. 

There can be no reasonable doubt of the ability of the Emil!,rant Settler to pay £.4. at the expiration of 
seven years, in money or marketable produce. Many will not only be able, but anxious, to commence their 
annual payments much sooner; it might therefore be wise to encourage such, by allowing the usual discount. 
Instalments of £'5. and upwards should be taken in liquidation of the principal of £. 80. 

QrERY? 

Fifthly:-Are you of opinion that if this pro
position be adequately explained to tlie Pauper 
Emigrant, and if he be made conclusively to 
understand that it is not a rent for his land, but 
a payment of interest upon a loan of money lent 
10 him at his own request, which loan has been 
advanced to him in kind and not in money, that he 
would be in any degree disposed to resist the pay
ment of this interest, it bein IT explained to him, that 
at any time he has the pow~r of exonerating him
self from such payment, by the payment of £.80.? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-This question might not appear more necessary to 
be put to a Colonial witness than to any other witness; but 
it has reference to the disinclination naturally felt to the 
payment of rent in countries under the circumstances of our 
North American Colonies, which contain an indefinite extent 
of waste land of fertile quality. 

I am not of opinion that there would, in general, be any disinclination whatever to ~epay the loan; but 
doubtless some indil'iduals would be found disposed to treat Government as they do theIr merchants j the se
CUrity on the land would, in all such cases, be a suflicient protection. 
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QUERY? 

Sixthly :-In case of the death of the Emigra~t, 
at any period during the seven years, or after It, 
do you think there would be any doubt as to the 
value of the improved land being an adequate 
security for the loan advanced upon? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-For example, supposing the head of a family to 
die and the wife and children to abandon the lot; would an 
inc~ming tenant be able and willing to pay the interest at 
the end of the seven years, he of course availing him~elf of 
the improvements that had taken place upon that particular 
lot. 

The land, with its growing improvements, will be a sufficient security. 

QUEllY? 

Seventhly:-Are you of opinion that any sort 
of practical difficulty will be found in the levy of 
this interest, supposing such levy to be made 
under the directions of the Governor? 

ANSWER: 

I am not aware of any difficulty. From the nature of the transaction, the land is liable, and toe Government 
comes in by law before any other creditor. 

QUERY? 

Eighthly:- \Vhat would be the average ex
pense per cent upon the collection of the 
interest? 

ANSWER: 

In every township in Upper Canada, there is a person appointed to collect the local assessments; such 
person might at the same time, without any additional trouble, collect the interest from the Emigrant Settlers 
at a small per centage upon actual receipts, perhap, £.5. per cent. If paid in kind, the produce of one acre 
will in general be sufficient, which the Ellligrant ought to deliver at some public store or depot. 

QUERY ~ 

Nintlzl!J :-Are you of opinion that there 1I'0uid 
be any sort of indisposition on the part of the Colo
nial Legislatures to give every facility to the levy of 
this interest, in consideration of the extreme ad
vantages to the colony \"hich must arise from the 
introduction of a regulated system of Emigration, 
consisting of properly selected Emigrants at a 
proper period of life. who have left their olm 
country under the circumstance of there being no 
demand for their labour? 

ANS\\'EIt : 

Note:-~'he Col~nies ~ould bendit e:r:clusifJe/y from all 
the productIOns. wlllch mlg.ht be the result of Emigration, 
WIth the exceptIOn of the mterests and repayments, which 
must necessarIly be a 'Vtry smaU part of the actual wealth 
created, as is shown by the concurrent testimony of all the 
Colonial Witnesses. 

I certai?ly think that .the Colonial Legislatures would gi~e any necessary facility for collecting the interest 
and pnnclpal; Ihoug.h It ~oes not appear 10 m~ that any mterference on their part can be required as the 
nature of the transactiOn gIVes am pIe legal secllflty for repayment. ' 
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QUERY: 

Tenthl!! :-Do you conceive, in point of fact, 
that this proposal of advancing capital to the 
Emigrants, in other words to the Colony, differs 
from any speculation which might be made of ad
vancing capital in any colonial enterprize, whether 
on loan or in mines, for which the capitalist would 
naturally require a remunerating interest? 

ANSWEl~ : 

Note :-If an individual or a Company in England advanced 
£.I~O,Q(:)O. on a Mine or on a Canal, they would expect to 
receIVe.znterest upon their capital; but could the Colonist 
complam of a ,remittance to England of that interest. 

The whole matter assumes the nature and character of a private speculation, and is daily proceeded upon in 
the Colony by the traders ill the country parts, with much less security than is here contemplated. Such 
traders often make advances to the settlers around them, on their promise of repayment, trusting entirely to the 
fruits of (heir industry. Some losses are no doubt sustained, as in othn speculations, but these traders find it 
10 answer very well on the whole. 

QUERY: 

Eleventhly :--Whether in the instance of indi
viduals advancing their capital, a higher rate of 
interest would not be expected; and whether such 
interest would not be expected to commence at 
a much earlier period than after the lapse of seven 
years? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-The proposition herein made is, to advance £.60. 
free of interest for seven years, and then to charge intere.t 
at the rate of £.6. 13 s. 4- d. FeT cellt, that is, 6+ per cent 
upon the original £.60; but as it is intended that the mother 
Country should sustain no ultimate lo.s upon these loans, the 
Emigrant is called upon to repay a capital sum of £. 80. in
stead of £. 60, and is called upon to pay £.4. per annum at 
the end of seven years, upon that capital of £.80, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon it. 

The case, then, as between the lender and the Emigrant, 
supposing it to be an mdividual case, stands simply thus:-

I lend you £.60. free of interest for seven years, "lit as 
the colonial rate of interest is six per cent, I should be 
justified in calling upon you to pay £.3. 12 s. for this sum at 
the expiration of the first year; but as I wish you to employ 
your means exclusively in improving your land, I will remit 
you all interest for seven years, and then I will charge you 
with an interest of £. 4. per annum, instead of the sum of 
£. 3. 12 s.; and at any time, if you choose to relieve your
self from this annual payment of £.4.01' parts of it, you may 
diminish it to the extent of £. 1. by every £. 20. that you pay 
by instalments, in liquidation of the capital debt of £. 80., that 
is of £. 60. improved to the value of £. 80. in consequence 
of seven years deferred interest. 

In the Colony every advance of capital would be charged with interest, (and this capital not money, bllt 
merchandize) at 6 per cent; and if not paid at the end of the first year, it would be added 10 the principal, and 
creat~ a new principal bearing interest at 6 per cent and so on, while the patience of the creditor continued, 
a patIence which would seldom last seven years. 
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N° 3. 
Downing-street, 19th May 1827. 

Mr. WILMOT HOltTON would be much obliged to Mr. Felton, notwithstanding the Evide~ce 
which he has already given before the Emigration Committee, if he would be good enough to furUish 
him with written and specific Answers to the following Queries: 

QUERY? 

~Fir$t :-Taking the whole range of the North 
American Colonies, and reducing them to one 
common average, do you think it would be safe 
to estimate the expense necessary for the satis
factory location of an Emigrant family, of a man, 
woman and three children, at less than £. 60. 
per family, such expense to be incurred after their 
landing at a colonial port? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-This query involves the supposition, that the ex
pense of passage is never to be incurred by Government, 
but is, ill all cases, to be paid by the parties intere.ted in the 
removal of a superabundant population, and that the Emi
grant's family have been approved qf by an Agent appointed 
by Government to examine all proposed Emigrants. All 
the expenses and circumstances of the passage to be entirely 
independent of Government assistance or responsibility. 
No Emigrant would be entitled to Government assistance in 
the Colonies, who had not received a voucher from a Govern
ment agent at home, that such Emigrant and family were 
proper subjects for receiving Government assistance. 

Judging by the result of Mr. P. Robinson's experiments of 1823-5 in Upper Canada, and, in the absence of 
practical experience, of similar operations with other provinces, l consider that it will be safe to estimate the 
average expense at not less than £.60. per family: at the same time I am most decidedly of opinion that an 
expenditure to this extent, under judicious management, ought to place the Emigrant in circumstances so 
exceedingly advantageous as to give the most absolute assurance of complete success. 

QUERY? 

Secondly:-Do you mainly concur in the nc
cessity of assistance, more or less in these pro
portions, to the value of £. 60. furnished to the 
Emigrant in the following proportions? 

Average Estimate rifthe Erpellse rifsettlillg a Family, consist
wg rif one ]lfan, one Woman, and three Children, in the 
British North American l'ro'Vinces; d;,tingui,hing the 
'Various items rif Expenditure. 

Expenses of conveyance from the port of disembarkation to 
place of location - - - - £. 10 - -

Provisions, viz. rations for 15 months for one man, 
I woman and 3 children, at I lb. of flour and 
1 lb. of pork for each adult, and half that 
quantity for each child. making 31 rations 
per diem, pork being at £.4. per barrel and 
flour at £. I. 5 $. per barrel - 4" 6 10 

Freight of provisions to place of settlement 1 10 10 
House for each family - 2 _ _ 

Implements, &c. 
4 Blankets £. - 14 -

,lKettle - - - 5 10 
1 Frying-pan I 3 
3 Hoes - 4 6 
I Spade - - 2 , 9 
I Wedge - I 4 
1 Auger - .. - !2 2 
1 Pick-axe - - - - - 2 _ 

~ Axes - - - - -
Proportion of grindstone, 

whipsaw and crosll-cut 
saw - - - - - - - 14 -

Freight and charges on 
ditto, 15 per cent - - - 10 2 

Note :-Something in the nature of this Schedule, appli
cable to the special circumstances of the location of each 
particular Emigrant, would be delivered to him upon his 
landing; and upon his presenting a voucher to the Emigra
tion Agent at the Colonial Port, showing that he had bee .. 
approved as an Emigrant, and upon his expressing his wish 
to receive this sort "f loan in kind. In case of this occur
ring, he would be called upon to sign the security adverted 
to in the next query, and then conveyed to his location at 
the Government expense. As two children are considered 
equal to the expense of an adult, if the family consisted of 
a widower and five children, or in any other variety of prll
portion, regulated by this principle of equivalent, would not 
the £.60. be equally necessary? Every lot must have a 
working head of a family upon it, who must become respoD
sible for the interest. 

ANSWER: 

, As the Emigrant family iS,taken up by Government 
m a state of perfect destitutIOn, and as the location of 
a lar~e b?dy of settlers together, all equally desti
tute, ImpIJes the absence of a demand for their la
bour, it follows that the food ~ece~sary for their sup
port, from the moment of landmg In the colony until 

£.3 18 - (~~"~~) £.4 6 8 they have collected the produce of their first harvest 
- 4 10 must be provided by Governme,nt; and as this period Cow 

Medicines and medical attendance -
Seed corn 
Potatoes, 5 bush. at 2 s. 6d. 

- 1 - - may extend from fifteen to eIghteen months, it will 
- 1 6 not be safe to calculate on the probability of their 
- 12 6 req~lrIn~ a smaller. quantity of provision than is ex-
---- - 14 - lllbited III the EstImate: the implements &c. will 

Proportion of the expense of building for the dep6t 1 not admit?f diminuti,on, and the expen.~s of con-
Ditto for clerks, issuers, and surveyors to show the II I 

lots ,:eyance WI necessan y vary in almost every par-
- _1_5__ t1cular case. 

£.60. sterling is equal to - £.66 13 4 Any saving that !Day be effected in the progress of 
. . . . the undertaklDg \\'111 most probably arise from the 

dlmlDlshed expenses of conveyance from the port of dIsembarkation' and there can be no d b tl ' 
d ' 'I' I t' II I k' " ou t lat evelY 

succeelllDg operaUot~ w IIC 1 O. ows tIe trac ot th~ precedlO~ year's Emigration will be conducted at 
a sma er expense 0 transport, III consequence of the Improved facilities of communication. 
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QUERY? 
Thirdly:·--Do you consider that any sort of 

practical difficulty will exist in taking an un
expensive and simple security from the Emigrant, 
both personal as well as a lien upon his land, for 
the payment of £. 4· per annum interest, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon the sum of £. 80. or 
in other words upon the sum of £. 60. improved 
by deferre~ interest ~or seven years to tl~e sum 
of £. 80., mterest belllg only calculated III that 
instance at £.4. per cent? 

ANSWER : 

z..:ote :-Every pains must be taken to explain to the 
Emigrant, tha! the accept~nce of the loan is to be entirely 
~olu~tary on hiS part, preCIsely the same as if any individual 
III hiS own country had proposed, from motives of charity, 
to. a~vance him a loan of equal amount, upon the same 
prmclple of repayment. 

There cannot be th~ smallest difficu~ty in taking thc securities in question, in the provinces which enjoy the 
benefit of the laws of England, t'l:. In Upper Canada, Nova Scotia New Brunswick and Prince Edward 
Island. It is. assume.d, in answering this Query, that Ihe title to the land is conveye~1 to the Emigrant on 
takin/( possesslOll, subject to a mortgage to the extent of the debt: no other process than the insertion of that 
engagement in the Patcnt of Grant is nEces,ary in those province< . 
. In Lower Canada, where the French law of property has been allowed to attach to lands even held in free 

and comm~n soccage, some difficulty would be found in making the King a privileged creditor witbout an Act 
of the Legislature. Perbaps an Act of the Imperial Parliament, providing for this specific case in all the 
provinces to whicb tbe Government Emigration is extended, will be the safest course of proceeding. 

QUERY? 

Fourthly:-Do you consider that the Emigrant 
settler, if not called upon to pay any interest for 
the space of seven years, will have any difficulty 
whatever in affording to pay £.4. per annum, at 
the expiration of that period, in money or money's 
worth, that is, in grain and pork of a merchantable 
quality, estimated upon a given principle of arbi-
tration, such Emigrant having always a power at 
his own option of paying off the principal of [,.80. 
in instalments of £. 20. e~ch, in money, until the 
whole of the original loan be discharged? 

ANSWER: 

Note :-The mode of estimating the value of the produce 
of the Settler's farm in money, would be by a simple e.ti
mate of market price, made under prescribed regulations 
in Colonies, and assessing produce with reference to such 
value. 

From my own experience of the facility with which the needy SettlerR, in the townships in Lower Canada, 
pay the int~rest of the purchase-money. for land, particularl,r when that annu~1 interest is payable in produce, 
such as gram, pork or cattle, [am qUite sure that no Emigrant settler, havl11g received tbe assistance con
templated in the preceding Queries, and placed OIl land of medium quality, that is, ofwbich one ball' is capable 
of bearing wheat or corn (maize,) will have tbe smallest difficulty whatever in paying £.4. per annum after the 
expiration of seven years. 

QUERY ~ 
Note:-This question might not appear more necessary to 

he put to a Colonial witness than to any other witness; but 
it has reference to the disinclination naturally felt to the 
payment of rent in countries under the circumstances uf our 
North American Colonies, which contain an indefinite extent 
of waste land of fertile quality. 

Fifthly:-Are you of opinion that if this pro
position be adequately explained to the Pauper 
Emigrant, and if he be made conclusively to 
understand that it is not a rent for his land, but 
a payment of interest upon a loan of money lent 
to him at his (YWn 1'equest, which loan has been . ___________________ _ 
advanced to him in kind and not in money, that he 
would be in any degree disposed to resist the pay- ANSWER: 
mentofthis interest, it being explained to him, that . If [ understand t~le groun.d of the alle~ed disin.c1ina
at any time he has the power of exoneratin~ him- tlOn of th.e Settlers III Alllenca [0 pay quit-rents, It. was 

selff I t b th t of£ S( ~ simply thiS, tbat the lands granted to them were said to 
rom SUCl paymen , y epaymen .< J.. b . 'f f' b C f . I I . h e ajree gl t rom t e rown 0 an arUc e t lat III t e 

~arly settlement of the I;ountry possessed no .marketable value; added to this was the belief, tbat it was not 
lutended to collect the quit-rents, and this belIef was confir~ed by ~I~e abstlllence of tbe Crown for many years 
after the settlement of tbe Provinces. At present, tbere IS no dlslllclmauon on the part of the actual pur
chasers, who are Settlers, to the payment of the interest .annnally accruing on t~e purcbase-money of the land 
~hey occupy, nor would any objection be made by Colonial Settlers to pay a qUlt-rent eqUlvalent to the legal 
l~terest on the current price of the land purchased, particularly if it were redeema?le at pleasur~; th~ real legal 
distinction between the quit-rent and the interest cif the purchase-mane!!, whICh IS, that one IS a lIen ~n the 
estate, and the other a mere personal debt, is unimportant to tbe mere Settl~r. In reply. to the QuestIOn, I 
answer that the Settler on arrivino' ill the Provinces, will find the practice Ulllversal, and Will theref~re bave no 
dislike to it as attachi~g to him a~ne; he will consider the loan as a debt, for which he and all hiS property 
(mcludin g his land as a matter of course) are responsible. 

3 X 4 
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QUERY? 

Sixthly: - In case of the death of the Emigrant 
at any period during the seven years, or after it, 
do you think there wouid be any doubt as to the 
value of the improved land being an adequate 
security for the loan advanced upon? 

ANSWEIl : 

Note:-For example, supposing the head of a family to 
die and the wife and children to abandon the lot; would an 
inc~ming tenant be able and willing to pay the interest at 
the end of the seven years, he of course availing hims~lf ot 
the improvements that had taken place upon that partIcular 
lot. 

If the Settlement be densely peopled, there is no ~oom to doubt that the ~alue of the lot ~iIl be g-reatly 
increased, independent fit" the improvements made upon It; an~ as that value wIlII?creas~ progressIvely wIth the 
prusperity of the district generally, I should be inclined to belIeve th~t, un?er .ordlnary clr~umstances, the small 
number of lots of land that mav be deprived of their working head of the tamIly, wIll not Influence the average 
value of land in the partieular settlement; so that even if the Emigrant dies without making: suffic.ient improve
ments to support the widow and children, yet the Increased val~e that the land has acqu.lfed wIll make It an 
object of acquisition to a new comer, who woul~ of course beco~e responsible fur the Interest at the u.sual 
period. The probabilities however are always In favour of the family belllg aided br n~lghb?urs and relatives, 
so as to mClintain themselves, until the eldest son can take the place and the responsibility of the father. 

QUEHY; 

.Sc"L'clIthlg :-Are you of opinion that any sort 
of practical difficulty "ill be found in the levy of 
this interest, supposing such levy to be made 
under the directions of the Governor? 

ANSWER: 

Under the explanations supposed in the preceding Queries, and the precautions to be taken in making the 
grants, there can be no practical difficulty in the levy of the interest. 

QUERY? 

Eighthlg :-What would be the average ex
pense per cent upon the collection of the 
interest? 

ANSWER: 

If it be proposed to create an establishment for the exclusive purpose of this collection, it cannot be done 
uuder fifteen per cent; but if advantage be taken of institurions that mw already exist or be formed in the 
colonies for other fiscal purposes, then the expenses of collection may be reduced to a mere per centage, or an 
additional salary allowed to the individual officer, and this of course will be regulated by the amount of the 
emolument that he previously enjoyed; under these circumstances, and making no allowance for law expenses, 
I think about five per cent would cover the expense of collection. 

QUERY? 

Ninthlg :-Are you of opinion that there would 
be any sort of indisposition on the part of the Colo
nial Legislatures to give every facility to the levy of 
this interest, in consideration of the extreme ad
vantages to the colony which must arise from the 
introduction of a regulated system of Emigration, 
consisting of properly selected Emigrants at a 
proper period of life, who have left their own 
country under the circumstance of there being no 
oemanu {or their labour; 

ANSWER: 

Note :-The Colonies would benefit exclusively from all 
th.e productions .which might be the result of Emigration, 
With the excel?tlOn of the interests and repayments, which 
must neces~artly be a very ,.",all part of the actual wealth 
created, as IS shown by the concurrent testirr.ony of all the 
Colonial Witnesses. 

1 cannot sUl'pose any case in which the Colonial Legislatures would hesitate to afford every facility to the 
collectIOn of thiS Interest; o~ tbe lUlltrary, I am firmly persuaded that every assistance that could be required, 
:lnu that may be wltllIn their p()\~er to afford, would be read.'l)" granted. The introduction of capital and 
population JIIto the colollle~ arc- obJects so deSirable, t~at there IS greater room to apprehend complaints from 
the cu]",!,,·s which are not favoured bv a p~rtlclpallOn 111 these advantages than obstacles on the part of tho.e 
to which Ihe !, :11"[;:,. are ex\euded. . , 
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QUERY? 

Tenthly:-Do you conceive; in po~nt of fact, 
that this proposal of advancing capital to the 
Emigrants, in other words to the Colony, differs 
{rom any speculation which might be made of ad
vancing capital in any colonial enterprize, whether 
on loan or in mines, for which the capitalist would 
naturally require a remunerating interest? 

ANSWER: 

Nole:-If an individual ora Company ill England advanced 
£. H~O,OOO. on a Mine or on a Canal, they would expect to 
receIve. ,,,terest ul'0n their capital; but could the Colonist 
complam of a remIttance to England of that interest. 

There is no difference in principle; in point of fact the operation contemplated by Government possesse5 
this recommendation over individual speculations, that it only withdraws the silllple interest of 6 per cent, 
whereas the capitalist would withdraw the full amount of his profits, however much they might exceed the 
COIllJllOn interest. 

The Colonies have been too long accustomed to owe the prosperity of their various enterprizcs to the agency 
of Briiish capital, to feel any disinclination to the payment and remittance of a reasonable remunerating 
interest. 

QUERY? 

Eleven/hiy :-Whether in the instance of indi
viduals advancing their capital, a higher rate of 
interest would not be expected; and whether such 
interest would not be expected to commence at 
a much earlier period than after the lapse of seven 
years ~ 

ANSWER: 

Note:-The proposition herein made is, to advance £.60. 
free of interest for seven years, and then to charge interest 
at the rate of £.6. 13 s. +d. per cent, that is, 6+ per cent 
upon the original £.60.; but as it is intended that the mother 
Country should sustain no ultimate loss upon these loan., the 
Emigrant is called upon to repay a capital sum of £.80. in
stead of £. 60, and is called upon to pay £. 4. pel' annum at 
the end of seven years, upon that capital of £. 80, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon it. 

The case; then, as between the lender and the Emigrant, 
supposing it to be an individual case, stands simply thue :-

I lend you £.60. free of interest for seven years, but as 
the colonial rate of interest is six per cent, I should be 
justified in calling upon you to pay £.3. I Z $. for this sum at 
the expiration of the first year; but as I wish you to employ 
your means exclusively in improving your land, I will remit 
you all interest for seven years, and then I will charge you 
with an intere,t of £.4. per annum instead of the sum of 
£.3. 12 s.; and at any time, if you choose to relieve your
self from this annual payment of £.4. or parts of it, you may 
diminish it to the extent of £. 1. by every £. 20. that you pay 
by instalments, in liquidation of the capital debt of £. 80. that 
is of £.60. improved to the value of £.80. in consequence 
of seven years deferred interest. 

To avoid misconstruction, it may be necessary to state, that in the case of individuals advancing capital for 
the purpose of colonial enterprize, the prcifit anticipated is not governed by any rate of interest allowed for the use 
of money in the Colonies. It is not possible to borrow money on the security of lalld, at the legal interest of 
six per cent· nor is it usual for the capitalist to lend money lor the accomplishment of colonial speculations. 
The ordinary mode of effecting an extensive operation is by the instrumentality of confidential agents, and the 
expectation of immediate and of large returns is the inducement for commencing every speculation requiring 
an advance of capital. 

W. B. Felton. 
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Downing-street, 19th'May 1827. 
Mr. WILMOT HORTON would be much obliged to Mr. P. Robinson, notwithstanding the Evi

dence which he has already given before the Emigration Committee, if he would be good enough to 
furnish him with written and specific Answers to the following Queries: 

QUEHY? 

First ;-Taking the whole range of the l\' orth 
American Colonies, and reducing them to one 
common average, do you think it would be safe 
to estimate the expense necessary for the satis
factory location of an Emigrant family, of a man, 
woman and three children, at less than £. 60. 
per family, such expense to be incurred after their 
landing at a colonial port? 

ANSWER: 

Note :-This query involves the supposition, that the ex
pense of passage is never to be incurred bv Government 
but is, in all cases, to be paid by the parties interested in th~ 
removal of a superabundant population, and that the Emi
grant's family h-ave been approt,ed o/'by an Agent appointed 
by Government to examine all proposed Emigrants. All 
~he expenses and circumstances o~the passage to be entirely 
mdepen.dent of Governm~nt assistance or resp~nsibility. 
No Emigrant would be entitled to Government assistance in 
the Colonies, who had not received a voucher from a Govern
ment agent at home, that such Emigrant and family were 
proper subjects for receiving Government assistance. 

The experiments of 1823 and 1825 have afforded me an opportunity of judging of the expense requisite for 
the satisfactory location of five persons in the British North American Provinces; and I am most decidedly of 
opinion, that after they are landed in the Colony, it will require on an average f.60. to establish a pauper 
family, of one man, one woman, and three children, in such a manner as will enable tbem to provide for them
selves by the produce of tbe land they may be placed on. 

QUERY? 

Secondly ;-Do you mainly concur m the ne
cessity of assistance, more or less in these pro
portions, to the value of £. 60. furnished to the 
Emigrant in the following proportions? 

Average Estimate riftl" Expense rifuttlinga Family, enl/.;"t· 
ing 0/' oue Man, one Woman, and three Children, in the 
British Nurt" American Province.; distinguishing the 
various items 0/' Expenditure. 

Expenses of conveyance from the port of disembarkation to 
place of location - - - - £. 10 - -

Provisions, viz. rations for 15 months for 1 man, 
I woman and 3 children, at I lb. ofBour and 
1 lb. of pork for each adult, and half that 
quantity for each child, making 3t rations 
per diem, pork being at £. 4 per barrel and 
Bour at £. 1. 5 s. per barrel - - - 40 6 10 

Freight of provisions to place of settlement I 10 10 

House for each family - - - - ~ 

Implements, &c. 
4 Blankets £. - 14 
1 K€ttle - - - - - 5 10 

3 
- - 4 6 

1 Frying-pan 
3 Hoes 
I Spade 
1 Wedge -
1 Aug€< 

2 9 
4 

- - - - !J 
1 Pick-axe 
2 Axes 

2 -

Proportion of grindstone, 
whipsaw and cross-cut 
saw - - - - - - - 14 

Freight and charges on 
ditto, 15 per cent - - 10 

£.3 18 
Cow 

II 

Medicines and medical attendance -
Seed corn 
Potatoes, 5 bush. at \I s. 6 d. - - III 

6 '1 
- 4 10 

- 1 
6 
6 

Nott :-Something in the nature of this Schedule appli
cable to the special circumstances of the location ~f each 
part~cular Emigrant, .would b,: delivered to him upon his 
I~ndmg; and upon hiS presentmg a voucher to the Emigra
tion Agent at the ~olonial Port, showing that he had been 
approv~d as ~n Emigrant, a~d upon his expressing his wish 
to receive thiS sort of loan m kind. In case of this occur
rin!5' he would be called upon to sign the security adverted 
to III the next query, and then conveyed to his location at 
the Government expense. As two children are considered 
equel to the expense of an adult, if the family consisted of 
a wi?ower and five chil~ren,. or. in any ot~er variety of pro
portIOn, regulated by thiS prmclple of eqUivalent, would not 
the £. 60. be equally necessary? Every lot must have a 
working head ofa family upon it, who must become respon
sible for the interest. 

--- -14 
P~oportion of the. expense of building for the depot 1 

Ditto for clerks, Issuers, and surveyors to show the 
lots - 5 ANSWEU: 

£.60 sterling is equal to _ £.66 13 4 . An absolute J?auper family will require all this as-
sistance. The. Items of expenditure will necessarily 

. . . , , :ary, as the pnce of provisions, the transport to their 
locatIOn. If settled III Lower Canada or l'elY BrunslYlck, the expense of sending a family to their final 
settlement n1ust be much less than If they are sent 500 miles to Upper Canada to be located. 
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QUERY? 

Thirdly:-Do you consider that any sort of 
practical difficulty will exist in taking an un
expensive and simple security from the Emigrant, 
both personal as well as a lien upon his land, tor 
the payment of £. 4· per annum interest, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon the sum of £. 80., or 
in other words upon the sum of £. Go. improved 
by deferred interest for seven years to the sum 
of £.80., interest being only calculated in that 
instance at £. 4. per cent? 

ANSWER: 

1>(olr :-Every pains must be taken to explain to the 
Emigrant, that the acceptance of the loan j, to be entirely 
~olu?tary on his part, precisely the same as if any individual 
III his own co.untry had proposed, li'om moti"es of charity, 
to advance 111m a loan of equal amount, upon the same 
principle of repayment. 

The repayment of the money can be secured by tQking the Settler's bond for the amount at the time of bis 
location; and the Government might \\ ithholu the deed until half the ,mil auvanced was paid, when a mort
gage on tbe land might be taken fur the remainder. 

The terms of the loan would soon be understood by the Emigrant, and I have no doubt gladly accepted. 

QUERY? 

Fourthly: - Do you consider that the Emigrant 
settler, if not called upon to pay any interest for 
the space of seven years, will have any difficulty 
whatever in affording to pay £.4. per annum, at 
the expiration of that period, in money or money's 
worth, that is, in grain and pork of a merchantable 
quality, estimated upon a given principle of arbi
tration, such Emigrant having always a power at 
his own option of paying off the principal of £. 80. 
in instalments of £. 20 each, in money, until the 
whole of the original loan be discharged? 

ANSWER: 

Note :-The mode of estimating the value of the produce 
of the Settler's farm in money, would be by a simple esti
mate of market price, made under prescribed regulations 
in Colonies, and assessing produce with reference to such 
value, 

That the Emigrant will be enabled to pay the amount advanced him at the end of seven years, in the manner 
proposed, I think certain; and it must he equally apparent to any person who will examine the Return of the 
Improvements made by the Settlers of 1825, the first year after their location. Receiving merchantable produce 
in discharge of the loan, will be very grateful to the Settler. 

QUERY? 

Fifthly:-Are you of opinion that if this pro
position be adequately explained to the Pauper 
Emigrant, and if he be made conclusively to 
understand that it is not a rent for his land, but 
a payment of interest upon a loan of money lent 
to him at his own TCqllCst, which loan has been 
advanced to him in kind and not in money, that he 
would be in any degree disposed to resist the pay
ment of this interest, it beina explained to him, that 
at any time he has the pow~r of exonerating him
self from such payment, by the payment of £. So.? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-This question might not appear more necessary to 
be put to a Colonial witness than to any other witness; but 
it has reference to the disinclination naturally felt to the 
payment of rEnt in countries under the circumstances of our 
North American Colonies, which contain an indefinite extent 
of 1\'u,te land of fertile quality. 

I see no reason to anticipate any resistance on the part of the Emigrant to tl!e payment of this interest; on 
the contrary, I think a more intimate knowledge of the Colony WI]) convmce 111m that he could III 110 other way 
have received the same benefits upon such favourable terms, 
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QUERY? 

Sixthly:-In case of the death of the Em!gra~t 
at any period during the seven years, or alter It, 
do you think there would be any doubt as to the 
value of the improved land being an adequate 
security for the loan advanced upon? 

AN&WEl~: 

Nole:-For example, supposing the head of a family to 
die and the wife and children to abandon the lot; would an 
an incoming tenant be able and willing to pay the interest 
at the end of the seven years, he of course availing "imse~f 
of the improvements that had taken place upon that partI
cular lot. 

The additional value the land would acquire by being in the midst of a settlement, at the end of seven years 
(or sooner) would in most cases afford ample security. 

QUERY? 

Seventhly :-Are you of opinion that any sort 
of practical difficulty will be found in the levy of 
this interest, supposing such levy to be made 
under the directions of the Governor? 

ANSWER: 

None whatever; if paid in kind, the parties should bind themselves to the delivery of it at some town or 
village situated 011 a lake or navigable river communicating with the St. Lawrence, or olher great outlet. 

QUERY? 

Eighthly :-What would be the average ex
pense per cent upon the collection of the 
interest? 

ANSWER: 

If paid in kind, some additional expense would be incurred in the storage; the collection might he made for 
bve per cent. The parties would be desirous of paying half their debt, in order that they might get the deed 
for their land, and become freeholders; and afterwards equally anxious to get rid of the incumbrance of the 
mortgage. 

QUERY? 

Ninthly :-Are you of opinion that there would 
be any sort of indisposition on the part of the Colo
nial Legislatures to give every facility to the levy of 
this interest, in consideration of the extreme ad
vantages to the colony which must arise from the 
introduction of a regulated system of Emigration, 
consisting of properly selected Emigrants at a 
proper period of life, who have left their own 
country under the circumstance of there being no 
demand for their labour? 

ANSWER: 

Note :-The Colonies would benefit uC/usj.'ely from all 
the productions which might be the result of Emigration, 
with the exception of the interests and repayments, which 
must necessarily be a !Jery small part of the actual wealth 
created, as is shown by the concurrent testimony of all the 
Colonial Witnesses. 

I have no doubt but that the Colonial Legislatures would readily provide such facilities as might be required 
to secure the GovE'mmellt In the collectlun of the money advanced 10 the Emigrants. 
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QUERY ~ 

Tenthly :-Do you conceive, in point of fact, 
that this proposal of advancing capital to the 
Emigrants, in other words to the Colony, differs 
from any speculation which might be made of ad
vancing capital in any colonial enterprize, whether 
on loan or ill mines, for which the capitalist would 
naturally require a remunerating interest ~ 

ANSWER: 

Note:-If an individual or a Company in England ad
vanced £.100,000 on a Mine or on a Canal, they would 
expect to receive interest upon their capital; but could the 
Colonist complain of a remittance to England of that in
terest. 

It differs, inasmuch thaI an individual or a company, in advancing their capital on the speculation of a mine 
or a canal, would expect more tha~ the usual interest, or they would not engage in it; whereas in this instance, 
the Govern~en~ have 110 such VIew, but merely calculate upon the repayment of the mOlley advanced, with 
a remuneratlllg mterest. 

QUERY? 

Eleventhy :-Whether in the instance of indi
viduals advancing their capital, a higher rate of 
interest would not be expected; and whether such 
interest would not be expected to commence at 
a much earlier period than after the lapse of seven 
years? 

ANSW1R: 

Sote:-The proposition herein made is, to advance £.60. 
free of interest for seven years, and then to charge interest 
at the rate of £.6. '3S. 4d. per cent, that is, 6-]- per cent 
upon the original £.60; but as it is intended that the mother 
Country should sustain no ultimate loss upon these loans, the 
Emigrant is called upon tu repay a capital sum of E. 80. in
stead of £.60, and is called npon to pay £. 4. per annum at 
the end of seVen years, upon that capital of £.80, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon it. 

The case, then, as between the lender and the Emigrant, 
supposing it to be an individual ca:;e, stands simply thus:-

I lend you £. 60. free of interest for seven years, bnt as 
the colonial rate of interest is six per cent, I should be 
;ustified in calling upon you to pay £. 3. 12 s. for this sum at 
the expiration of the first year; but as I wish yon to employ 
yonr means exclnsively in improving your land, I will remit 
you all interest for seven years, and then I will charge you 
with an interest of £.4. per annum instead of the sum of 
£.3. 12 s.; and at any time, if you choose to relieve your
self from this annual payment of £.4. or parts of it, you may 
diminish it to the extent of £.1. by every £.20. that you pay 
by instalments, in liquidation of the capital debt of £. 80. that 
is, of £.60. improved to the value of £.80. in consequence 
of seven years deferred interest. 

In the Colonies a higher rate of interest would be required, and has ~een paid; and I do n,ot think individ.uals 
would be found willing to advance money up~n th~ terms p:oposed; If there are such, suffiCient opportuUltles 
have been presented by the late voluntary Emigrations to bnng tbew forward. 

P. Robinsoll. 
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542 APPENDIX TO THIRD REPORT OF THE 

Downing-street, ) 9th May 1827. 
Mr. WILLIAM HonToN would be much obliged to Captain JIJarshall, notwithstanding the 

Evidence which he has already given before the Emigration Committee, if he would be good enough 
to furnish him with written and specific Answers to the following Queries: 

QUERY? 
First :-Taking the whole range of the North 

American Colonies, and reducing them to one 
common average, do you think it would be safe 
to estimate the expense necessary for the satis
factory location of an Emigrant family, of a man, 
woman and three children, at less than £.60. 
per family, such expense to be incurred after their 
landing at a colonial port? 

Note:-This query involves the supposition, that the ex
pense of passage is never to be incurred by Government, 
but is, in all cases, to be paid by the parties interested in the 
removal of a superabundant population, and that the Emi
grant's family have been approved tifby an Agent appointed 
by Government to examine all proposed Emigrants. All 
the expenses and circumstances of the passage to be entirely 
indepe~dent of Governm~nt assistance or resp~nsibility. 
No EmIgrant would be entItled to Government assIstance in 
the Colonies, who had not received a voucher from a Govern
ment agent at home, that such Emigrant and family were 
proper subjects for receiving Government assistance. 

ANSWER: 
From my experience, as the Superintendent of the Lanark Settlement, Upper Canada, and from a general 

knowledge of Settlements in that country, I am of opinion that the sum of £.60. sterling- for each family of 
five persons, is necessary for the satisfactory settlement of Emigrants in Upper or Lower Canada, on an avera"e 
of the two Colonies. I am nol acquainted with New Brunswick or Nova Scotia. " 

QUERY? 
Secondly:-Do you mainly concur in the ne

cessity of assistance, more or less i? these pro
portions, to the value of £.60. furmshed to the 
Emigrant in the following proportions? 

A'Vtragt Estimate qjthe Expense qj settling a Family, consist
ing qj one IIIan, one Woman, and three Children, in the 
British North American Pro,.i"ce,; distingui,hing the 
,;arious items if ExpewlitHrc. 

Expenses of conveyance from the port of disembarkation to 
place oflocation - • - - £. 10 - -

Provisions, viz. rations for 15 months for I man, 
I woman and ~ children, at lIb. of flour and 
lib. of pork for each adult, and half that 
quantity for each child, making 3t rations 
per diem, pork being at £.4. per barrel and 
flour at £.1. 5 $. per barrel • - 40 6 10 

Freight of provisions to place of settlement I 10 10 

House for each family - 2 

Implements, &c. 
4 Blankets £.- 14 -
I Kettle - 5 10 

I Frying-pc", 3 
3 Hoes 4- 6 
1 Spade 2 9 
1 Wedge I + 
I Auger 2 2 

1 Pick-~xe 2 

2 Axes 
Proportion of grindstone, 

whips:w and cross· cut 
saw - 14 -

Freight and charges on 
ditto, 1 j pcr cent - 10 

£·3 18 - (~~~~n~;) £.4 ti 8 
Cow 
Medicines and medical attendance -
Seed com I 

- - 12 Potatoes, 5 bush. at 2 S. 6d. 

- 4 10 

6 
6 

- 14 -
Proportion of the expense of building for the depot I 

Note :-Something in the nature of this Schedule, appli
cable to the special circumstances of the location of each 
particular Emigrant, would be delivered to him upon his 
landing; and upon his presenting a voucher to the Emigra
tion Agent at the Colonial Port, showing that he had been 
approved as an Emigrant, and upon his expressing his wish 
to receive this sort (If loan in kind. In case of this occur
rin(;, he would he called upon to sign the security adverted 
to In the next query. and then conveyed to his location at 
the Government expense. As two children are considered 
equal to the expense of an adult, if the family consisted of 
a widower and five chil~ren,. or. in any other variety (If pro
portIOn, regulated by thIS prInCIple of equivalent, would not 
the £.60. be equally necessary? Every lot must have a 
working head of a family upon it, who must become respon
sible for the interest. 

ANSWlm: Ditto for clerks, issuers, and surveyors to show the 
I am mainly of opinion that assistance to the extent 

and III the manner stated is required to insure a satis
£.60. ~terling is equal to - £.66 13 4 factory locatIOn of Settlers, who would thereby be 

enabled to repay sucll advances in a future reasonable 

lots - I 5 

]I _1 tIme :-It being under'lOod th· t 11 E' t 1 11 
not be COIll!l" .e~ to take up every article here specified sllOUld h btl' -. ' ,\ le mlgran. s Ja 
dispense with any part of the items in the above Estim;te' tnet'eb

e 
I e oun( hill cd'lrcumstances enablIng hIm to 

, y essenlllg IS ebt to Government. 
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QUERY? 

Thirdly :-Do you consider that any sort of 
practical difficulty will exist in taking an un
expensive and simple securi.ty from the Emigrant, 
both personal as well as a hen upon his land, for 
the payment of £. 4. per annum interest, beillg at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon the sum of £.80., or 
in other words upon the oum of £.60. illlproved 
by deferred interest for sel'en years to the Slll1l 

of £. 80., interest being only calculated ill that 
instance at £. 4. per cent-

ANSWER: 

~ote:- Every pains must be taken to explain to the 
EmIgrant, tha~ the acceptance of the loan is to be entirely 
~olu.ntary on hIS part, precisely the same as if any individual 
m hIS OWII country had proposed, from motives of charity, 
to advance him a loan of equal amount upon the same 
principle of repayment. ' 

I cannot im~gine thnt any practical difficulty could nri:e in t:'hin" legal steps for binding the Settler and 
secunng t,he GpYcrnment, as IS done 111 the ca,,~, of llldlvldllais SCillllf:': lands to each other. 

QUERY? 

Fourthly:-Do you consider that the Emigrant 
settler, if not called upon to pay any interest for 
the space of seven years, will have any difficulty 
whatever in affording to pay £.4. per annum, at 
the expiration of that period, in moncy or lllOncy's 
worth, that is, in grain and pork of a merchantable 
quality, estimated upon a given pr;nciple of arhi
tration, such Emigrant having always a powcr at 
hi-l own option of paying off the principal of £. 80. 
in instalments of £.20. each, in moncy, until thE 
whole of the original loan he discharged ~ 

ANSWER: 

Note:-The mode of estimating the value of the produce 
of the Scttil'r', farm in money, would be by a simple esti
mate of market price, macIe under prescribed regulations 
in Colonies, and assessing produce with reference to such 
value. 

I am of opinion that the Emigrant will at the end of seven years find no difficulty in payinO' the interest of 
the money advanced in the lIlanner here ;taled, giving him the power of extinguishing the deb~ by instalments, 
which I tllink should be taken in payments as low, at least, as !i\-e pounds. 

Many of the Settlers located by me in 1820 and 1821, are now offering partial payments in produce. 

QUERY? 

Fifthly:-Are you of opinion that if this pro
position be adequately explained to the Pauper 
Emigrant, and if he be made conclusively to 
understand that it is not a rent for his land, but_ 
a payment of interest upon a loan of money lent 
to him at hiJ own request, which loan has been 
advanced to him in kind and not in money, that he 
would be in any degree disposed to resist the pay
lllent of this interest, it being explained to him, that 
at any time he has the power of exonerating him
self from such payment, by the payment of £. So? 

ANSWF.R: 

Note :-This question might not appear more necessary to 
be put to a Colonial witness than to any other witness; but 
it has reference to the disinclination naturally felt to the 
payment of rent in countri('s under the circumstances of our 
North American Colonies, which contain an indefinite extent 
of waste land of fertile quality_ 

. I cannot suppose it, for, as before stated, many of the people under my charge, who obtained their lirst crops 
m 1821 and 1822, are now offering payments. 

J Y 4 
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QUJ!:lty? 

Sixthly :-In Case of the death of the Emigrant 
at any period during the seven years, or after it, 
do you think there would be any douut as to the 
value of the improved land being an adequate 
security for the loan advanced upon? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-For example, supposing the head of a family to 
die, and the wife and children to abandon the lot; would an 
incoming tenant be able and willing to pay the interest at 
the end of the seven years, he of course availing himself of 
the improvements that had taken place upon that particul.,. 
lot. 

I am of opinion there can be no doubt as to a deserted lot being sufficient security for the money originally 
advallced, provided the soil is of an average good quality. 

I 
In the Lanark Settlement some abandoned lots were taken up by other emigrants, on terms of paying the 

debt due to Governulent by the original grantee. 

QUl:RY? 

Seventhly :-Are you of opinion that any sort 
of practical difficulty will be found in the levy of 
this interest, supposing such levy to be made 
under the directions of the Governor; 

ANSWER: 

I think no practical difficulty could arise, care being taken to adopt the necessary legal steps. 

QUERY: 

Eightltly:-What would be the average ex
nense per cent upon the collection of the 
interest? 

ANSWER: 

I think merchants or storekeepers in that part of the country would be found to make the collections, if 
in money, at 5 per cent. 

QUERY? 

Nil/tidy :-Are you of opinion that there would 
be any sort of indisposition on the part of tbe Colo
nial Legislatures to give every facility to the levy of 
this interest, in consideration of the extreme ad
vantages to the colony which must arise from the 
introduction of a regulated system of Emigration, 
consisting of properly selected Emigrants at a 
proper period of life, who have left their own 
('ountry under the circulllstance of there being 110 

demand for their labour? 

;\1\SWER: 

Note :-~he Col?nies ,-"ould benefit e:rclu.i'V~l!l from all 
the productlOn~ whIch m'$ht be the result of Emigration, 
with the excel'tlOn of the Interests and repayments, which 
must necess?rlly be a ver!l,mall pm·t of the actual wealth 
created. as Is shown by the concurrent testimony of all the 
Colonial Witnesses. 

I do not think that the Colonial Legi~lature would feel any IUdispositlon towards giving facilities 10 the 
collection of these 1Il0Ules. 
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QUERY? 

Tenthly:-Do you conceiv~, in po!nt of fact, 
that this proposal of advancmg capItal to the 
Emigrants, in other words to the Colony, differs 
from any speculation which might be made of ad
vancingcapital!n any colo~ial enterpr!zc,. whether 
on loan or in mmes, for whIch the capItalist would 
naturally require a remunerating interest? 

ANSWElt: 

Note :-Ifan individual or a Company in England advanced 
£.1~0,000. on a Mine or on a Canal, they would lXpect to 
receIve. Intrrest u~on their capital; but could the Colonist 
complam of a remIttance to England of that interest. 

I cannot see any points of difference in the principle of these two cases. 

QUEI!Y? 

Eleventhly:-Whether in the instance of indi
viduals advancing their capital, a higher rate of 
interest would not be expected; and whether such 
interest would not be expected to commence at 
a much earlier period than after the lapse of seven 
year, ? 

ANSWEIl: 

Note:-The proposition herein made is, to advance £.60. 
free of interest for seven years, and then to charge interest 
at the rate of £.G. 13 s. 4d. per cent, that is, G", per cent 
upon the original £. 60; but as it i, intended that the mother 
Country should sustain no ultimate loss upon these loans, the 
Emigrant is called upon to repay a capital sum of £.80. in
stead of £.60, and is called upon to pay £4. per annum at 
the end of seven years, upon that capital of £.80, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon it. 

The case, then, as between the lender and the Emigrant, 
supposing it to be an individual case, stands simply thus:-

I lend you £.60. free of interest for seven years, but as 
the colonial rate of interest is six per cent, I should be 
justified in calling upon you to pay £. 3. 12 s. for this sum at 
the expiration of the first year; but as I wish you to employ 
your means exclusively in improving Jour land, J will remit 
you all illtarst for seven years, and then I will charge you 
with an interest of £.4. per annum instead of the sum of 
£.3. 12 s.; and at any time, if you choose to relieve your
self from this annual payment of £.4. or parts of it, you may 
diminish it to the extent of £. 1. by every £.20. that you pay 
byin;talments, in liquidation of the capital debt of£.80., that 
is of £.60. improved to the value of £. So. in consequence 
of seven years deferred interest. 

I think no individuals would advance capital on ~uch terms, as it would not be sufficiently profitable, and 
they certainly would expect the interest to be paid yearly from the C0ll1menCement. Pains must be taken to 
explain and make the Emigrant fully understand the cause of bis paying the £.4. per annum in place of 
£.3. in consequence of the interest lor the first seven years being deferred. 

London, 20 May 182i. W. Marshall. 
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N° 6. 
Downing-street, 19th i\Iay 18~i. 

1\Jr. WILMOT HORTON would be much oblicred to ':\lr. Howe, notwithstanding the Evidence 
which he has already given before the Emigration Committee, if he would be good enough to furnish 
him with written and specific Answers to the follOlving Queries: 

QUERY? 

Pi/'st :-Taking the whole range of the North 
American Colonies, and reducing them to one 
common average, do you think it would be safe 
to estimate the expense necessary for the satis
factory location of an Emigrant family, of a man, 
woman and three children, at less than £. 60. 
per family, such expense to be incurred after their 
landing at a colonial port ~ 

ANSWER: 

Note:-This queJ'Y involves the supposition, that the ex
pense of passage is neTer to be incurred by Govemment, 
but is, in all cases, to be paid by the parties interested in the 
removal of a superabundant population, and that the Emi
grant's family have been approt'ed qf by an Agent appointed 
by Government to examine all propo;ed Emigrants. All 
the expenses and circumstances of the passage to be entirely 
independent of Govemment assistance or responsibility. 
No Emigrant would be entitled to Government assistance in 
the Colonies, who had not received a voucher from a Govern
ment agent at home, that such Emigrant and family were 
proper subjects for receiviag Govemment assistance. 

I think the Estimate a I"ir one. The Emigrants should leave this country in l\larch, and be nssiqed with 
provisions for eighteen months afler their arrival in America; they would then receive returns to their exertions 
from their lands, and their comforts would every succeeding year be increased by their industry. 

QUERY? 

Secondl!) :-Do you mainly concur in the ne
cessity of assistance, more or less in these pro
portions, to the value of £.lio. furnished to the 
Emigrant in the following proportions? 

Avera!!;e Estimate qftll< Erperlse ,!fsettling a Family, consist
ing' 'If one lUan, onr Woman, and three Chd(J.·r~n, in the 
British .l'·rJrlTt American Provinces; distinguishing the 
various items of Expenditure. 

Expenses of conveyance from the port of disembarkation to 
place of location - - - - !:...10 - -

Provisions, viz. rations for 15 months for 1 man, 
I woman and 3 children, at I lb. of flour and 
I lb. of pod, for each adult, and half tlmt 
quantity for each child, muking ::l f rations 
per diem, pork bein~ at £.4. per barrel, and 
flour at £.1. 5S. per barrel - - - 40 6 10 

F"eight of provisions to place of settlement I I 0 10 

House for each family - ~ 

Implements, &0. 
4 Blankets £. - 14 -
1 Kettle - .5 10 

I Frymg-pan 3 
3 Hoes 4 6 
I Spade !) 
I Wedge 4-
lA~cr ~ 
1 Pick·axe ~ 
~ Axes 
Proportion of grind~tonc, 

whipsaw and cross·cut 
saw - - - 14 -

Freight and charges on 
ditto, 15 pcr cent - - - 10 " 

£.3 18 - (~;~:.;;) £.4 6 8 
Cow - - • - - - 'I- 10 -

Note :-Something in the nature of this Schedule, appli
cable to the special circumstances of the location of each 
particular Emigrant, would be delivered to him upon his 
landing; and upon his presenting a voucher to the Emigra
tion j\gent at the Colonial Port, showing that he had been 
approved as an Emigrant, and upon his expressing his wish 
to receive this sort of loan in kind. In case of this occur
ring, he would be called upon to sign the security adverted 
to in the next query, and then conveyed to his location at 
the Government expense. As two children are considered 
equal to the expense' of an adult, if the family consisted of 
a widower and five children, or in any other variety of pro
portion, regulated by this principle of equivalent, would "ot 
the £.lio. be equally neccssary? Every lot must have a 
working head of a family upon it, who must become resl'on
sillie for the interest. 

.------------------ -

:\:';S\\ER: 
Medicines and medical attendance 
Seed corn 

6 I concur in the necessity of as.istance, mnre or 
potatoes, 5 bU8h. at ~ s. 6 d. _ I~ 6 ic.,s. Jf the Emigrants land in {\oya Scotia ur :\cw 

- 14 - Brunswick, the e'xpense of Iheir cO[Jw'Y'IJ]C,> from the 
port of disembarkation to their place of location (if 
thE'yare landed as near as tbey may be to their in-

Proportion of th<: expense of building for the depot 1 

Ditto for clerks, Issuers, and surveyors to show the 
lots - S - tended place of j"catloll) would not amount to more 

than five pound;. TI", sum appropriated to their 
£.60. sterling is equal to - £.6<3 13 4 support for fifteen months, would be sufficient for 

eighteen months, if potatoes aod cured fish \\ ue sub
stituted for half the contemplated supply of flour and pork; contracts might be e~tered into for the supply 
of potatoes at IS. 6 d. ~er b~shcl, and cured fish at 12 s. per qlllntal, 112lbs. I tlunk some tnfllllg addltluns 
should be made to the hst 01 Implements. 
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QUElty? 

Thirdly :-Do you consider that any sort of 
practical difficulty will exist in taking an un
expensive and simple security from the Emigrant, 
both personal as well as a lien upon his land, for 
the payment of £.4. per annum interest, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon the sum of £.80., or 
in other words upon the sum of £. 60. improved 
by deferred interest for seven years to the sum 
of £.80., intp.rest being only calculated in that 
instance at £. 4. per cent? 

ANSWER: 

~ote :-Every pains must be taken to explain to the 
Emlgra!lt, tha~ the IIcceptance of the loan is to be entirely 
~olu.ntary on hIs part, precisely the same as if any individual 
III hIs own co~ntry had proposed, from motives of charity, 
to advance hIm a loan of equal amount upon the same 
principle of repayment. ' 

Previous to the Emigrant taking possession of the land assiO'ned to him he should subscribe to the terms to 
be imposed upon him, which terms should be \ll'eciselv elllb~died in his Grant .. lid their fulfilment made Olle 

of jts conditions; the Crown would thus be completely ~ecured for the advance I~ade. 

QUEltY? 

Fourthly :-Do you consider that the Emigrant 
settler, jf not called upon to pay any interest for 
the space of seven years, will have any difficulty 
whatever in affording to pay £.4. per annum, at 
the expiration of that period, in money or money's 
worth, that is, in grain and pork of a merchantable 
quality, estimated upon a given principle of arbi
tration, such Emigrant having always a power at 
his own option of paying off the principal of £. 80. 
in instalments of £.20. each, in money, until the 
whole of the original loan be discharged? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-The mode of estimating the value of the produce 
of the Settler's farm in money, would be by a simple esti. 
mate of market price, made under prescribed regulations 
in Cohmies, and assessing produce with reference to such 
value. 

This much depends upon the character of the Emigrant; if he is honest and industrious, I am confident that 
at the end of seven years he would have no difficulty in complying with the terms prescribed. 

QUERY? 

Fifthly :-Are you of opinion that if this pro
position be adequately explained to the Pauper 
Emigrant, and if he be made conclusively to 
understand that it is not a rent for his land, but 
a payment of interest upon a loan of money lent 
to him at his own f'cquest, which loan has been 
advanced to him in kind and not in money, that he 
would be in any degree disposed to resist the pay
ment of this interest, it being explained to him, that 
at any time he has the power of exonerating him
self from such payment, by the payment of £. 80 ? 

ANSWER: 

Note :-This question might not appear more necessary to 
be put to a Colonial witness than to any other witness; but 
it has reference to the disinclination naturally felt to the 
paymellt of rent in countries under the circumS[anccs of our 
North American Colonies, which contain an indefinite extent 
of waste land of fertile quality. 

It is riO'ht that the Emigrant should fully understand the terms upon which he is to enter upon the land 
assigned tg him; but I am satisfied no honest industrious Settler would resist paying, or be unable to pay, the 
interest required of him. 

3 Z 2 
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QUERY? 

Si.t'/hly:-In case of the death of the Emigrant, 
at any period during tbe seven years, or aftcr it, 
do you think there would be any doubt as to the 
value of the improved land being an adequate 
security for the loan advanced upon; 

ANSWER: 

Nott :-For example, supposing the head of Ii familv to 
die and the wife and children to abandon the lot; would an 
inc~ming tenant be able an,1 willing to pay thp interest at 
the "nd of the seven years, he of course availing himself of 
the improvements that Ilad taken place upon that particular 
lot. 

Much depends upon the character uf the Settler; he may take possession of the land, consume the 
stock of provisions assigned 10 him, and aft~rwards ahandon hiS l~t, without perhaps making any olher 
improvement than erecting of a Jog-house. file Improvements which would be made by an industrious 
Settler would certainly be of a value adequate to the loan auvanced, 

QUElty? 

Seven/My :-Are you of opinion that any sort 
of practi::al difficulty will be found in the levy of 
this iuterest, supposing such levy to be made 
under the directions of the Governor r 

ANSWEI{ : 

I am not. 

QUERY r 
Eigh/hly:-Wbat would be the average ex

pense per ccnt upon the collection of tbe 
interest; 

ANSWER: 

Five per crnt. 

QUElty: 

~Nilltlzly :-Are you of opinion that there would 
be any sort of indisposition on the part of tbe Co
lonial Legislatures to gi vc every facility to the levy 
of this interest, in considcrdion ot' the extremc ad
vantages to the colony which must arise from the 
introduction of a regulated system of Ellligration, 
consisting of properly selected Emigrants at a 
proper period of lifc, who have left their own 
country under the circumstance of there being no 
demand for their labour? 

ANSWER: 

I am not. 

QUERY? 

Tell/h/.l! :-Do you conceive, in point of fact, 
that this proposal of advancing capital to the 
Emicrrullts, in other words to the Colony, differs 
from" any speculation which might be made of ad
vancing capital in any colonial enterprize, whether 
on loan or in mines, for which the capitalist would 
naturally require a remunerating interest ~ 

i\NSWER: 

Note:-The Colonies would benefit r:rclusivcl~ from all 
the productions which might be the result of Emigration, 
with the exception of the interests and repayments, which 
must necessarily be a very small parI of the Rctual wealth 
created, as is shown by the concurrent testimony of all the 
Colonial Witne.'srs. 

Note: -Iran individual or aCornpany in En~land advlmccd 
::'.10.'-',')001. on a Mine or.on a <?anal, they wbould expect to 
receive IlIler"t upon their capital; but could the Colonist 
complain of a remittance to England of that interest. 

. Ye". this di.fference, in my opinio.n: A company has be~n formed in this country for working mines in 
1\ om ~COW1; It has commenced bUSiness, and I tlunk there IS every prospect of its realizing handsome returns 
to the im'estments made, . Government expects n.o more th~n an interest of four per cent upon the sum 
advanc~d. I cannot conceive any reason upo.n which ~ cololllst could ground a complaint of the remittance 
of that mterest to England, more than the remittance 01 the profits of the company to \\ lIich I have alluded. 
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QUERY: 

Eleventhly ;-Whether in the instance of indi
vidual~ advancing their capital, a higher rate of 
interest would not be expected; and whether such 
interest would not be expected to commence at 
a much earlier period than after the lapse of seven 
years? 

ANSWElt: 

Note:-;-The proposition herein made is, to advance £.60. 
free of interest for seven years, and then to charge interest 
at the rate of £.6. 1 3s. 4d. per cent, that is, 6} per cellt 
upon the original £.60; but as it is intended that the mother 
Country sl~ould sustain no ultimate loss upon these loans, the 
Emigrant IS called upon to repay a capital sum of £.80. in
stead of £.60, and is called upon to pay £.4. per annum at 
the end of seven years, upon that capital of £.80, being at 
thc ratc of 5 per cent upon it. 

The case, then, as between the lender and the Emigrant, 
supposing it to be an individual case, stands simply thus :--

r lend you £.60. free of interest for seven years, but as 
the colonial rate of ir.terest is six per cent, r should be 
justified in calling upon you to pay £.3. 128. for this sum at 
the expiration of the first year; but as r wish you to employ 
your means exclusively in improving your land, r will remit 
you all ill/ere.t for seven years, and then r will charge you 
with an intere.t of £.4. per annum instead of the sum of 
£.3. 12 s.; and at any time, if you choose to relieve your
self from this annual payment of £·4. or parts of it, you may 
diminish it to the extent of £. I. by every £.20. that you pay 
hy instalments, in liquidation of the capital debt of £. 80., that 
is of £.60. improved to the value of £.80. in consequence 
of seven years deferred interest. 

No individuallVould make the au vance rcquiret! for the support of the Emigrant. Six per cent is the legal 
interest in Nova Scotia ant! r-iew Brunswick. 

J. lJowe, 

Dy P. M' General, Nova Scotia. 
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Downing-street, 19th May 1827. 

Mr. WILMOT HORTON would be much obliged to Mr. Buchanan, notwithstanding the Evidence 

which he has already given before the Emigration Committee, if he would be good enough to furnish 

him with written and specific Answers to the following Queries: 

QUERY? 

First ;-Taking the whole range of the North 
American Colonies, and reducing them to one 
common average, do you think it would be safe 
to estimate the expense necessary for the satis
factory location of an Emigrant family, of a man, 
woman and three children, at less than £. 60. 
per family, such expense to be incurred after their 
landing at a colonial port? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-This query involves the supposition, that the ex
pense of passage is never to be incurred by Government, 
but is, ill all cases, to be paid by the parties interested in the 
removal of a superabundant population, and that the Emi
grant's family have been approved o(by an Agent appointed 
by Government to examine all proposed Emigrants. All 
the expenses and circumstances of the passage to be e"tirely 
independent of Government assistance or responsibility. 
r.; 0 Emigrant would be entitled to Government assistance in 
the Colonies, who had not received a voucher from a Govern
ment agent at horne, that such Emigrant and family were 
proper subjects for receiving Government assistance. 

Taking into calculation the information we have received from Mr. Robinson, who has hitherto been the 
medium of carrying the intentions of His Majesty's Government into effect most successfully in the experiment 

of Emigration to Upper Canada, and to whuse exertion the favourable result of same iii in a great degree 
owing j yet, as the premises on which any future Emigration is to take plac,e embraces the obligation of repaJ
ment, and keeping in mind those points, anr! the advantages that may arise by experif'nce from a more simple 
plan of economy, and from the views I have hitherto entertained on the subject of Emigration, and from 

which subsequent information does not warrant me to vary in any material degree from my hasty Sketch or 
estimate formerly submitted to the Committef',-l am decidedly of opinion that the sum of FiJiy Pounds 
sterling, to be expended after arrival ill the ColoT/ies, would be sufficient to locate a family; presuming that 
previous arrangements are made, and such suitable situations as now present themselves, and that are well 
adapted for settlement, would be selected, r;:ithout seeking those more distant districts, which, from the dijjicult!J 

of access alone, renders a t'er!l heavy expense unavoidable. 
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QUERY? 

Secondly:-Do you mainly concur in the ne
cessity of assistance, more or less in these pro
portions, t?_ the ~alue. of £ 60. f~rnis!lcd to the 
Emigrant m the followmg proportIOns ~ 

Auerage Estimate of the Expense 'If settii1'g a Famil!!, consist
ing if one 1Ilan, one Woman, and three Children, ill the 
British North American Provinces; distinguishing the 
variQus items 'If Expenditure. 

Expenses of conve:rance from the port of disembarkation to 
place of locatIOn - - - - £. 10 - _ 

Provisions, viz. rutions for 15 months for I man, 
I woman and 3 children, at I lb. of flour and 
lIb. of pork for each adult, and half that 
quantity for each child, making 3~ rations 
per diem, pork being at £.4. pel' burn,l and 
flour at £.1. 5S. per barrel - 40 6 10 

Freight of provision. to place of settlement I 10 10 

House for each family 

Implements, &c. 
4 Blankets £. - '4 -
I Kettle - - 5 10 

I Frying-pan 3 
3 Hoes + 6 
I Spade ~ I) 

I Wed"e - I 4 
I Aug;r 2 

I Pick-axe 2 
~ Axes 
Proportion (;fgrindstonc, 

whipsaw and cross-cut 
saw - 14 -

Freight and charges on 
ditto, 15 per cent - - 10 2 

Note:-Something in the nature of this Schedule, appli. 
cable to the special circumstances of the location of each 
partl.cular Emigrant, would oe delivered to him upon his 
I~ndtng; and upon his presenting a voucher to the En.igra
tlOn Agent at the <;olonial Port, showing that Ii. had been 
appl'ov:d as ~n Emlg~ant, a,Oll upon his expressing his wish 
to receIve tIns sort 01 loan III kind. In case of this occur
rin;:>, he would be called upon to sign the security adverted 
to 11l the next query, and then conveyed to his location at 
the Government expense. As two children are considered 
cqu~l to the ex~ense?f an adult, if the family consisted of 
a WIdower and five chIldren, or III any other variety of pro
portion, regulated by this principle of equivalent, would not 
the £.60. be equally necessary 1 Every lot must have a 
working head of a family upon it, who must become respon
sible for the interest. 

:\~S\\,f.R : 

Cow 
£·3 1 S - (~;~:~u~;) £ 4- 6 8 

_ 4 1<;' _ I do not generally concur in the apprOpriatIOn of 
the Sixty pounds, even supposing that sum to be ne
cessary lHl applicable to the range of our North Ameri
Wit Colonies; an<l my conclu,iolls in omitting some 
llelllS are strengthened by the eonculI'cnt opinion of 

Medicines and medical attendance -

Seed corn 
Potatoes, 5 bush. at 2 s. 6 d. - 12 

6 
ti 

- '+ - otller colonial gentlemen's experience in such matters, 
Proportion of the expense ofbuiJding [or the deput 1 including [\1 r. l{obinson and Col. Marshal!. The itl'm 
Ditto for clerks, issuers, and surveyors to show the of Tramport to place of location after landing, I think 

lot5 - 5 - rather embraces the most distant and expensive points 
that might be selected; and I should suppose that, 

£.60. sterling is equal to - £.66 13 4 taking the range of our colonies, as well beloro 
ftlontrcal as above, and up the Oltari.'a I'her, that from 

FIVE TO SIX POUNDS per family* would be a fair calculation; and if confined to the Lower provinces alone, 
I should say much less. And I would be strongly inclined to introduce a difTerent ration of timd, not only for 
(ECONOMY, but I consider the HEALTH of the Emigrant a matcrial point in our calculations; and the natllral 
result to an Irish or Scotch Settler, by the transition from his accustomed foorl, of potatoes, milk, and oatmeal, to 
SALT PORK AND FLOUR, mnst inevitably bring with it DISEASE and impurity of the blood, IJflrticulllrly among 
children: and bearing stroagly in mind thal tlte system 0/' repa.ymellt will be the basis of any future Emigration. 
The Emigrant will be anxions to keep down any expellse that can I)(,,,ibly he avoided; conser]!lently I would 
suggest, that he provides himself in the first instance with not less than olle pair f!f blankets, a camp kettle, 
afr!Jing-pan and spade (for even a perfect pauper emigrant will have no difficulty in collecting those itcms,) and 
that no Emigrant be received on board ship witilOut throm. The other indispensable implements to be furnished 
at the settlement, agreeable to the Schedule marked (A.) 

I do not think that any material difference would accrue ;n the calculation of the expense of the family, 
whether the number of children should exceed the a';erage adults or not; in hct, the greater the numue, of 
children, the more certainty of snccess the Emigrant would have frolll thc help of labour he could cOllllllunu in 
hIS own family. 

I neg to submit the Comparative Expense of transporting a family from New Yurk t.o Upper Canada, .by 
Mr. Cbarles Smyth, of New York and Albany, gentl'altransport agent arJd carrie~'; by willch y~)U wIll :'ee wuh 
w~:at economy those things are done in the States; and 1 am disposed to think, trolll conversatIOn I had Iat~ly 

wuh 

• I do not think that free tran~port, after landing, should be given to any pauper emigrant family: f(~r more bag-gaffe than 
~ cwt. over and above the conveyance of women and children; the men and such others of the lanllly capable ot walk
Ing, should d9 so. 

3 Z 4 
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with a proprietor of the St. Lawrence Steam Boat Company, that arrangements something similar might be 
made in Canada. 

N. B. I am convinced contracts can be made for the conveyance of a family from Quebec to Montreal 
for about 4 dollars, or 18 s. sterling. 

Passage of an Adult from New York to Albany $ 1 

Albany to Rochester 3 
Rochester to Upper Canada 

85 

Children under 12 years half price, and young children gratis. 
to Canada, one dollar: thus-

Baggage per hundred weight, froIU New York 

Man and Wife, New York to Canada 

!l Children 
Average of one Child 

2 cwl. Baggage 

10 days Provisions, at 37! cents. per day 

$10 

5 

2 

3 is 

$ 21 75 

Or we will say Five Pounds sterling for the transport ofaFamily from NEW YORK to YORK inUpPER CANADA. 

N. B. I have no hesitation that a considerable abatement would be made for a large number. 

J subjoin a Schedule of Provisions, and other articles that I consider adequate for the location of an Emigrant 
family, particularly in the Lower Provinces; the same facilities, as to variety of food and probable transport tu 
location, would not be generally experienced in tlie Upper Provinces. 

SCHEDULE (A.) 

The following Rations I would recommend Emigrants, and which might be obtained in any of the provinces 
below Montreal :-Each family, of man, wife and three children, 3f full rations for 450 days after arrival on 
their lands: 

2! lb. Pork (Irish) 

ilb. Molasses -
d lb. Oatmeal and flour 

d. 
8~ 

1 ! 
7 

171 per day. 

For 260 days, is - - - - £.18 13 9 

N. B. This Ration 4 days in the week. 

2~ lb. Oatmeal and flour 
lib. Molasses -

10 lb. Potatoes -
4 Herrings -

d. 
4 
1 ~ 

3 
4 

12 ~ - - - 9 17 11 

For Lower Provinces - - Sterling £.28 11 8 

For Upper Canada, Pork would cost! d. per lb. higher, which would 
bring the ration per day to about 18~ rl. or Igd. per day for 
Upper Canada 35 10 -

£.64 8 

Average of each Family will be - - - £.32 - 10 

(carried forward) 
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SCHEDULE (A.)-colltinued. 

Brought forward - - - - £.32 - 10 

Expense of Transport, from landing till plac£' of location, INCLUD
ING UPPER AND LOWER PROVINCES 

To A pair of Blankets 

- 2 Hoes 

- 1 I ron '" edge 
1 Auger 

'2 Axes (AMERICAN) 

- Proportion expense of Grindstone -

- Medical attendance, &c. 

- Seed Grain, Potatoes, &c. &c. 

- House for each Family (subsequent information) 

- Proportion of building Depots, &c. 

- Ditto Clerks, Issuers, &c. 

- A young Pig 

- Incidents for Carriage of Provisions, Sse. Sse. 

6 
6 
2 10 

5 
- 15 -

2 10 -

- 15 -

1 :0 

- 6 4 
2 

Sterling - £.48 10 -

553 

It will be observed that I do not allow a Cow; and in addition to the doubtful opinion I held on that point, 
the late informatwn of Colonel ~.labhall and ~lr. l{obinsoll, and others, decided my not illcludin'" same in 
this calculation. b 

Oatmeal can he taken from Ireland in casks of '2 and 3 ("wt., also pork in barrels of 2001b8. ~101asses ma\' 
either go from England, or be got equally as cheap in the colonies. Potatoes can always be procured by a little 
priority of arrangement; and herri'lgs can go frum SC'Jtland. Fresh beef can be substituted part of the 
winter for pork, which can always be had for ltd, to '2 d. per lb. and will produce a saving. And as thc whole 
is calculated in sterling at par, a surplus may be obtained by exchange. 

23, Downing-street, May 22, 1827. 

QUERY? 

Thirdh/ :-Do you consider that any sort of 
practical difficulty will exist in taking an un
expensive and simpie security from tlle Emigrant, 
both personal as well as a lien upon his land, for 
the payment of £. 4. per annum interest,. being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon the sum of £. 80., or 
in other words upon the sum of £. 60. improved 
by deferred interest for seven years to the sum 
of £. 80., interest being only calculated in that 
instance at £. 4. per cent? 

ANSWER: 

A. C. Buchanall, 

Nute :-Every pains must be taken to explain to the 
Emigrant, that the acceptance of the loan is to be entirely 
voluntary on his part, precisely the same as if any individual 
in his own country had proposed, from motives of charity, 
to advance him a loan of equal amount, upon the same 
principle of repayment. 

I do not apprehend that any practical difficulty will a~ise in taking a sufficient security, personal and by 
mortgage on the land and implements, for the payment of the interest on the jlnncI,pal advanced. I,wou!d, 
however, recommend if practicable the joint security of two or more heads of famdl~s tor the mdlvtdual habllIty 
of each other; and which would be found more parLicularly requisite in the case 01 Query, N° 6. 
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QUERY? 

Fourthly :-Do you consider that the Emigrant 
seltler, if not calleu upon to pay any interest for 
the space of seven years, will have any difficulty 
\\ hatever in affording to pay £. 4. per annum, at 
the exoira,ion of that period, illllloney or muncy's 
\\"orth, that i" in grain auu pork of a merchantable 
Quality, estimated upon a given principle of arbi-
tration, such Emigrant having always a power at 
his own option of paying off the principal of 1;.80. 
in instalments of £. 20. each, in money, until the 
whole of the original loan be discharged? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-The mode ofestimnting the value of the produce 
of the Settler's farm ill money, would be by a simple esti
mate of market price, .made under p~escribcd regulations 
in Colonies, and assessmg produce wIth reference to such 
value. 

I am decidedly of opinion that if the Emigrant is located on fail' good land and in a healthy ,ituation, and 
rea,onably situated as to roads and markets, !"ut that at the expiration of seven years or sooner he will be per
fectly competent to pay the interest (if not part principal) of ,ueh money as may be advanced him, not exceed
ing four poullds per annum, if not ill cash, ill produce at fair market prices. I would bv 110 means muke a cash 
paymellt absolute; the Emigrant in such ,,'bes would be obliged to carry his spare produce to the country 
storekeeper, \\'ho would give him in payment" ve':/f small slim in mnlley, and the residue in goods perhaps at 
100 pCI' cent advance, and mo,t of the articles lIot rerluired b!l the Emigmllt'sf"mi/y; so that by these means the 
capability of the Emigrant would be much curtailed. Indeed I am of opinion that in many instances repayment 
in produce might begin at expiration of third year. 

QUfRY? 

Fifthly: -Are you of opinion tLat if this pro
J10~ilioll be adcfJuately ex~lailled to the Pauper 
Emi!!rant, and if fie be Illade eunclusivelv to 
unde~'5talld that it is not a relit fur his land; but 
a payment of interest upon a loan of money tellt 
to him at his 07fJl request, whieh loan has been 
advanced to him in kind and not in money, that he 
,,'ouid be in any uegree disposed to resist the pay
ment of this interest, it being explained to him, that 
at any time he has the power of exonerating him
self from ~uch payment, by the payment of £. So.? 

ANSWER: 

Note:- This question might not appear more necessary to 
be put to a Colonial witness, than to any oth,>,. witness; but 
it has reference to the disinclination ,,;:tur"li\' f,it to the 
payment of rent in countries under the c:r('llm .. ·t~l!ln'S of our 
North American Colonies, which contain an illudinite extent 
of waste land of fertile quality. 

Under the presumption that the most explicit understanding is come to in the outset, I do not see Oll what 
grounds any resistance could be raised to the repayment of the principal or interest on the money advanced, 
inore than in the case of any ordinary debt or transaction. As the Emigrant is to consider the advance to be 
made him by Government as a loan to be repaid, he will no doubt u;atch rvith a scrupulous elfe on the expen
diture, and if he should find that due economy has not been observed in the disbursement, that would be the 
only ground, if any, on which he couJd at all rest any defence. 

QUERY? 

Si:rthly:-In case of the death of tbe Emigrant 
at any period during the seven years, or after it, 
do you think there would be any doubt as tu tbe 
value of the improved land being an aderJuate 
security for the luan advanced upon? 

ANSWER: 

Note :-For example, supposing the head of a family to 
die, and the wife ant! children to abandon the lot; would an 
incoming tenant be able and willing to pay the interest at 
the end of the seven years, he of course availing himself of 
the improvements that hat! taken place upon that particular 
lot. 

In the event of the death of the head of the family, if it should happen before the expiration of four years, I 
should doubt much, on the al'erage. whether the land and improvements would be worth in money the <lmount 
expended; but ajter the fourth year I should consider 100 acres of Jand, with the consequent improvement, 
good security, for sixty pounds, and that persons would be go .. willing to enter on the property subject to the 
ongtnal conditIOns. I am not prepared to say as to the right of the widow and children, and how far the 
energies of the family \\'ouldnot be cramped in the idea of Josing their farm and labour by the death of the 
father wlthlll the period of four years. 1\1 ight not an insurance on the life of the heads of families for the first 
four years, be a sure remedy; say first year, £.60. would cost about zos.; zd year, £. 4o.-14S. 6d.; 3d year, 
£.30 .-11 s.; 4th year, £. zoo about 7s. 6d.; ill all about £.2. '3s. for the insurance of the sum, calculating on 
the allnuallllCreaS€ of tbe farm; the prelDium to be paid by or charged on Emigrants. 
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QUERY? 

Seventhly :-Are you of opinion that any sort 
of practical difficulty will be found in the levy of 
this interest, supposing such levy to be made 
under the directions of the Governor? 

ANSWER: 

I do not apprehend any difficulty in the levying of the interest under the direction of the proper authorities . 
. I am not prepared to say wheth.er or no a. law. of the Colonl'll (;overnment gi ving a priority of claim on the 

Settler, 111Ight not be found adVIsable on thIS pOInt: no doubt you wIll aet a conclusive opinion from the Hon. 
the Chief Justice of Lower Canada, who is now in London. " 

QUERY; 

Eighthly:-What would be the average ex
pense per cent upon the collection ~f the 
interest? 

ANSWER: 

A great deal.on tl~is point will.depend on the situation ~nd extent of the Settlements, and their contiguity to 
each other. If the Interest and IOstalments are to be recel ved 10 cash, and stated periods of the year fixed for 
such payment, I apprehend the expense of collection would be about 5 to 7t pcr cent; but if received in 
produce, I would say 10 or 15 per cent; much will depend to what extent Emigration may go. 

QUERY' 

Xililith/ :-Are you of opinion that there would 
be any sort of indisposition on the part of the Colo
nial Legislatures to give cveryfacility to the levy of 
tbis interest, in consideration of the extreme ad
vantages to the colony which must arise from the 
introduction of a regulated system of Emigration, 
consisting of properly selected Emigrants at a 
proper period of life, who have left their own 
country under the circumstance of there being no 
demand for their labour; 

ANSWER: 

Note: - The Colonie. would benefit e.relllsi,·ely from all 
the produclions which might be the result of Emigration. 
",ith the exception of the interests and repayments, which 
must necessarily be a veTY small part of the actual wealth 
created, a~ is .hown by the concurrent testimony of all the 
Colonial Witnesses, 

I am convinced that the Colonial Legislatures would give every facility, by. the ('nactm~nt of laws and 
regulations, to assist and simpli(y the collection of the interest under the presumption held Ollt III the Query. 

QUERY? 

Tenthly :-Do you conceive, in point of fact, 
tbat this proposal of advancing capital to the 
Emigrants, in other words to the Colony, differs 
from any speculation which might be made of ad
vancing capital in any colonial enterprize, whether 
on loan or in mines, for which the capitalist wOllid 
naturally require a remunerating interest? 

ANSWER: 

j\'ore: -If an individual or a Company in England advance'! 
£. 100,000. on a Mine or on a Canal, they would expect to 
receive interest upon their capital; but could the Colonist 
complain of a remittance to England of that interest. 

In pointof fact I do not conceive that advancing cf capital by the mother Country to the Emigrants, to es!', 
blish them in the Colonies, varies at all from the introd IIctiun of c<lpital for any other purpose, as regards t:," 
remitting the interest for such advance; and in point of local advantages to the Colony and undoubted securi " 
to the lender, the application of money for the purpose of a well-digested plan ofEmigratioll i,s, in my opini'. u 

of snch decided advantage to the Colonies, that no effort should he withheld by them to gIVe every tactltt. 
aDd protection. 



556 APPE~DIX TO THrr..D REPORT OF THE 

QUY.RY ~ 

Eleventhl!}:-Whether in the instance of indi
viduals advancing their capital, a higher rate of 
interest would not be expected; and whether such 
interest would not be expected to commence at 
a much earlier period than after the lapse of seven 
years? 

ANSWER: 

Note :-The proposition herein made is, to advance £.60. 
free of interest for seven years, and then to charge interest 
at the rate of £.6. 13S. 4d. per cent, that is, 6+ per cent 
upon the original £.60; hut as it is intended that the mother 
Country should sustain no ultimate loss upon these loans, the 
Emigrant is called upon to repay a capital sum of £.·80. in
stead of £. 60., and is called upon to pay £.4. per annum at 
the end of seven years, upon that capital of £.80., being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon it. 

The "ase, then, as between the lender and the Emigrant, 
supposing it to be an individual case, stands simply thus:-

I lend you £.60. free of interest for seven years, but as 
the colonial rate of interest is six per cent, I should be 
justified in calling upon you to pay £.3. 12 s. for this sum at 
the expiration of the first year; but as I wish you to employ 
your means exclusively in improving your land, I will remit 
you all interest for seven years, and then I will charge you 
with an interest of £.4. per annum instead of the sum of 
£.3. 12 s.; and at any time, if you choose to relieve your
selffrom this annual payment of £+ or p3rts of it, you may 
diminish it to the extent of £. 1. by every £.20. that JOu pay 
by instalments, in liquidation ufthe capital debt of£.80., that 
is of £.60. improved to the value of £. 80. in consequence 
of seven years deferred interest. 

In the present limited state of capital in the Colonies, few if any would be got that would advance money to 
individuals at the rate of interest sought for in the present speculation. 

MOlley has beel/, and no doubt partially still is, advanced to new Settlers by the country dealers, but they not 
only look for a high interest, but are induced to make the loan to secure the custom orthe Settler for his neces
saries, which he only obtains at an enormous price. 

23 Downing-street, 2~d .:\lay 18~7' A. C. Buchanan. 
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N° 8. 
Downing.street, 19th May 1827. 

Mr. 'VIIMOT HORTON would be much obliged to ::\Ir. P. TV{wner, notwithstandinO' the E,idence 
which.he ha~ already give? before the Emigration C?mmittee~ if h~ would be good engugh to furnish 
him mth wntten and specIfic Answers to the followmg Quenes : 

QUERY? 

First: -Taking the whole range of the North 
American Colonies, and reducing them to one 
common average, do you think it ',"ould be safe 
to estimate the expense necessary for the satis
factory location of an Emigrant family, of a man, 
woman and three children, at less than £.60. 
per family, such expense to be incurred after their 
landing at a colonial port? 

ANSWER: 

Sote:-This query involves the supposition, that the ex
pense of passage is never to be incurred by Government, 
but is, in all ca,es, to be paid by the parties interested in the 
removal of a superabundant population, and that the Emi
grant's family have been approved qfby an Agent appointed 
by Government to examine all proposed Emigrants. All 
the expenses and circumstances of the passage to be entirely 
indepenilent of Government assistance or responsibility. 
No Emigrant would be entitled to Government assistance in 
the Colonies, who had not received a voucher from a Govern
ment agent at home, that such Emigrant and family were 
proper subjects for receiving Government assistance. 

1 am of opinion that 601. sterling is a liberal and adequate, out by no means an excessive or extravagant 
sum, for the satisfactory location of an Emigrant family, consisting of father, mother and three children, from 
the period of their arrival at the Colonial port of settlement, under the circumstances explained by the Note to 
this Query. 

QUERY? 

Secondly:-Do you mainly concur in the ne
cessity of assistance, more or less in these pro
portions, to the value of £.60. furnished to the 
Emigrant in the following proportions? 

Arerage E,timltit 'If the Expe/lse ~f settling a Family, consist
i'g qlolle 1'.1all, one Wuman, and threo Clu/d,en, In the 
British Xurth A"'CI"i'lIn Province.; dlslzngll,.l11ng the 
variuus items qf Expenditure. 

Expenses of conveyance from the port of disembarkation to 
place of location - - - - £. 10 - -

Provisions, viz. rations for 15 months for 1 man, 
I woman and 3 childrcn, at I lb. of flour and 
1 lb. of pork for each adult, and half that 
quantity for each child, making 3t rations 
per diem, pork heing at £.4 per barrel and 
flour at £. I. 5 •. per barrel 40 6 10 

Frei~ht of provisions to place of settlement 1 \0 10 

Hou'Se for each family - - - -
Implements, &c. 

4 !lIankets £.- 1+ 
I Kettle 5 10 

1 Frying-pan -
3 Hoes 
I Spade 
I Wedge 
1 Auger 
I Pick. axe 
'2 Axes 
Proportion of grinsdtone, 

whipsaw and cross·cut 

:l 
- 4 6 

9 
4 

2 

1 

saw - - - - - 14 -
Freight and charges on 

ditto, 15 per cent - - - 10 

£.3 18 
Cow 
Medicines and medical attendance -
Seed corn 

- + 10 

6 

Note :-Something in the nature of this Schedule, appli
cable to the special circumstances of the location of each 
particular Emigrant,. would b~ delivered to him up0',l his 
landing; and upon h,s prescntmg a voucher to the Emigra
tion Agent at the Colonial Port, showing that he had heen 
approved as an Emigrant, and upon his expressing his wish 
to reccive this sort of loatl in kind. In case or this occur
ring, he would be called upon to sign the secu.rity ad~erted 
to in the next query, und then conveyed to hIS 10ca~lOn at 
the Government expense. As two children are conSidered 
equal to the expense of an adult, if the family ~onsjsted of 
a widower and five children, or in any other variety of pro
portion, regulated by this principle of equivalent, would not 
the £.60. be equally necessary 1 Every lot must have a 
working head of a family upon it, who must become respon
sible for the interest. 

ANSWER: 

Potatoes,s bush. at 2 s. 6d.; or 10 at 
1 s. 3d. per bushel 

I fully concur in the opmlOl~ of the necessl.ty of 
assistance, nearly in the proportIOns and to consist of 
the articles stated in the foregoing Estimate; but am 

12 6 of opinion that many good places of location, and f~r 
---- - 14 - considerable bodies of EllIigrants, n~ay be chosen 1/1 

Proportion of the expense of building for the dep'.t Lower Callada, where 51. would suffice instead of 10 l.. 
Ditto for clerks, issuers, and surveyors to show th: 1 5 as estimated, for conveying the family to the place ot 

lots - its ultimate domicile, and where good COIVS. may be 
£ 6 t·r 's equal to £.6G 13 4 always procured at 2/. to 3/. each, inste~d 014 1. lOS • 

. o. S Cl 109 I [ should likewise strongly recommend an Illcrease of at 

least two, if not of four blankets per family, equal to seven to fourteen shilliugs additional, agamst the severe 

winters of that countrv; as also of tlt'O spades for each famdy. 
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QUEItY? 

1hirdly:-Do you consider that any sort of 
practical difficulty will exist in taking an un
expensive and simple security from the Emigrant, 
both personal as well as a lien upon his land, for 
the payment of £. 4. per annum interest, being at 
the rate of .5 per cent upon the sum of £.80., or 
in other words upon the sum of £. 60. improved 
by deferred interest for seven years to the sum 
of £. 80., interest being only calculated in that 
instance at [,. 4. per cen t ? 

ANSWER: 

lYote :-Every pains must be taken to. explain to. the 
Emigrant, that the accepta.nce of the loan !~ to b.e e~~lrely 
voluntary on his part, precisely the salDe as I! any mdlVld.ual 
in his own country had proposed, from motlYes of charity, 
to advance him a loan of equal amount, upon the same 
principle of repayment. 

I am of opinioll that 110 difficulty will exisl in obtaining sufficient alld satisfactory security from Emigranls, 
both personal and hypothetically, all the lands granted to them, for full and final repayment of the sums 
advanced, at 5 per cent on 60/., or 41. per cellt 011 80/. so valued at deferred interest. 

QUERY? 

Fourthly :-Do you consider that the Emigrant 
settler, if not called upon to pay any interest for 
the space of seven years, will have any difficulty 
whatever in affording to pay £'4. per annum, at 
the expiration of that period, in money or money's 
worth, that is, in grain and pork of a merchantable 
quality, estimated upon a given principle of arbi
tration, such Emigrant having always a pOl\"er at 
his own option of paying off the principal of £. 80, 
in instalments of £. 20. each, ill money, until the 
whole of the original loan be discharged? 

ANSWER: 

Not.:-The mode of estimating the value of the produce 
of the Settler's farm in money, would be by a simple esti
mate of market price, made under prescribed regulations 
in Colonies, and assessing produce with reference to such 
value. 

I am confide!'t that evel)" Emi,grant of industrious an~ sober habits will find little or no difficulty in repaying 
the prinCipal of 801. at deferred mterest. I am of opmlon, however, that It would be adVIsable to encourage 
andfacilitl1te their making partial payments, in smaller sums than in instalments of 20/., that is, in sums of 
41. 51. or 101., or any even sum not less than these, as by so doing, it would give them the means at once of 
putting such sum beyond the reach of accident by depredation, fire or other contingency, and of reducing the 
growing interesl on their debt. 

QUERY? 

Fifthly :-Are you of opinion that if this pro
position be adequately explained to the Pauper 
Emigrant, and if he be made conclusively to 
understand that it i~ not a rent for his land, but 
a payment of interest upon a loan of money lent 
to him at his own request, which loan has been 
advanced to him in kind and not in money, that he 
would be in any degree disposed to resist the pay
ment ofthis interest, it being explained to him, that 
at any time he has the power of exonerating himself 
from such payment, by the payment of £. 80.? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-This question might not appear more necessary to 
be put to a Colonial witne .. than to any other witness; but 
it has reference to the disinclination naturally felt to the 
payment of rent in countries under the circumstances of our 
North American colonies, which contain an indefinite extent 
of waste land of fertile quality. 

r-; () reasonable pauper Emigrant could offer any opposition to so fair and moderate a requilal, for so essential. 
a service rendered to him anrl hi, oflspnng, and on the accomplishment of whieh condition alone h;; grant ot 
land can ever be legally and fin311y transferred to him. 
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QUERY? 

Si.rthly:- In case of the death of the Emigrant 
at any period during the seven years, or after it, 
do you think there would be any doubt as to the 
value of the improved land bping an adequate 
security for the loan advanced upon? 

ANSWEIt : 

. Note :-For. example, supposing the head of a family to 
die, and the wife and children to abandon the lot· would an 
incoming tenant be able and willing to pay the interest at 
the ~nd of the seven years, he of course availing himself of 
the Improvements that had taken place upon that particular 
lot. 

In all human probability that identical lot of land will, before the lapse of time in question, be found 
ooubled, or probably quintupled in its present value; mure particularly if tbe recently recot'ered privilege of 
intercourse with the Sugar Colunies is preserved to the Can ad as, and put on a footing of permanency. 

QUERY? 

Seveflthly:-Are you of opinion that any sort 
of practical difficulty will be found in the levy of 
this interest, supposing such levy to be made 
under the directions of the Governor; 

ANSWER: 

None whatever; the Emigrant's own welfare and future independence derive from the fulfilment of his 
contract, and the land Call1llJt become legally or finally his without it. Tbe Law Officers uf the Crown in tbat 
Colony will bave only to do their duty, in the worst possible stute of the matter. 

QUERY? 

Eighthly;- What would be the average ex
pense per cen t upon the collection of the 
interest? 

AXSWEll : 

To tbe best of my judO'ment, not less than five or more than ten per cent, according to the remoteness or 
proximity and accessibility of tire place of location, if in kind 01' produce; but if in cash, or for such part as 
might be paid in cash, 2! per cent should be sufficient. 

QUERY? 

Ninthl,y:-Are you of opinion that there would 
be any sort of indisposition on t.he part of tIle 
Colonial Legislatures to give every facility to the 
levy of this interest, in consideration of the ex
treme advantages to the colony which must arise 
from the introduction of a regulated system of 
Emigration, consisting of properly selected Emi
grants at a proper period of life, who have left 
th~ir Own country under the circumstance of there 
being no de:nand for their labour? 

AliSWEit : 

Note:-The Colonies would benefit exclusively from all 
the productions which might be the result of Emigration, 
with the exception of the interests and repayments, which 
must necessarily be a TJeTy small part of the actual wealth 
created, as is shown by the concurrent testimony of all the 
Colonial Witnesses. 

It is not to be supposed that any Colonial Legislature could withbold any legal and constitut.i~nal.facilit~ for 
the attainment of the object in question, more especially under these circumstances, of acqulflllg mdu~tnous 
and useful Settlers for the wilderness, and of augmenting the security and strength of the Colony. 
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QUERY? 

Tenthly:-Do you conceive, in point of fact, 
that this proposal of advancing capital to the 
Emigrants, in other words to the Colony, diEters 
from any speculation which might be made of ad
vancing capital in allY colonial enterprize, whether 
on ioan or in mines, for which the capitalist would 
naturally require a remunerating interest? 

ANSWEk: 

Note:-If an individual or a Company in England advanced 
£.100,000. on a Mine or on a Canal, they would expect to 
receive interest upon their capital; but could the Colonist 
complain of a remittance to England of that interest. 

The difference consists in the solid and permanent basis of the present securities-British laws (0 protect; 
the moral certainty of the progress of colonial improvement; and increasing population, superinducing a rapid 
increase in the value of land; a salubrious climate, and a free, tranquil, happy, and abundant country-no 
tax, and no tithe. 

QUERY? 

Elc'Venthly :-Whether in the instance of indi
viduals advancing their capital, a higher rate of 
interest would not be expected; and whether such 
interest would not be expected to commence at 
a much earlier period than alter the lapse of seven 
years? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-The proposition herein made is, to advance £.60. 
free of interest for seven years, and then to charge interest 
at the rate of £.6. 13·'. 4d. per cent, that is, 6j per cent 
upon the original £.60.; but as it is intended that the mother 
Country should sustain no ultimate loss upon the5e loans, the 
Emigrant is called upon to repay a capital sum of £.80. in
stead of £.60., and is called upon to pay £.4. per annum at 
the ena of seven years, upon that capital of £.80, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon it. 

The case, then, as between the lender and the Emigrant, 
supposing it to be an individual case, stanns simply thus:-

I lend you £.60. free of interest for seven years, but as 
the colonial rate of interest is six per cent, I should be 
justified in calling upon you to pay £.3. 12 s. for this sum at 
the expiration of the first year; but as I wish you to employ 
your means exclusively in improving your land, I will remit 
you all interest for seven years, and then I will charge you 
with an interest of £.4. per annum instead of the sum of 
£.3. 128.; and at any time, if you choose to relieve your
self from this anllual payment of £. 4. or parts of it, you may 
diminish it to the extent of £.1. by every £.20. tbat you pay 
by instalments, in liquidation of the capital debt of £. 80., that 
is, of £.60. improved to the value of £.80. in cOllsequence 
of seven years deferred illtere.t. 

Certaillly individuals would embark in a similar outlay of capital, under greater disadvantages. The Law 
Officers of the Crown must interfere for Government in case of being so called upon, while individuals must 
proceed at their own risk and expense. The Crown, moreover, does not alienate or finally transfer the land 
until II full and final compliance with the conditions. 
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N° g. 
. Downing-street, 19th May 1827 . 

. Mr. WI.LMOT HORTON wo~ld be much obhg~d to. Mr. Roswell Mount, notwithstanding the 
EVlden~e w~JCh ~e ha~ already glve~ before the EmIgratIOn <?ommittee, if he would be good enough 
to furnish him WIth written and specIfic Answers to the followmg Queries 

QUEHY? Note:-This query involves the supposition, that the ex-
First :-Taking the whole range of the North pense of passage is never to be incurred by Government, 

C I · d d . but is, in all cases, to be paid by the parties interested in the 
American 0 omes, an re ucmg them to one removal of a superabundant population, and that the Emi-
common average, do you think it would be safe grant's family have been approved '!fby an Agent appointed 
to estimate the expense necessary for the satis- by Government to examine all proposed Emigrants. All 
factory location of an Emigrant family, of a man, the expenses and circumstances of the passage to be entirely 

independent of Government assistance or responsibility. 
woman and three children, at less than £.60. No Emigrant would be entitled to Government assistance in 
per family, such ex pense to be incurred after their the Colonies, who had not received a ~oucherfrom a Govem
landing at a colonial port? ment agent at home, that such Emigrant and family were 

proper subjects for receiving Government assistance. 

ANSWER: 
Reducing the whole range of the North American Colonies to one common average, I do not think it would 

be safe to estimate the expense necessary for the satisfactory location of an Emigrant family, of a man, woman 
and three children, at less than £.60. per family. Although 1 know many Emigrant families who commenced 
almost without capital, and yet they have succeeded tolerably well, though not so soon, because in the first 
instance they were obliged to neglect their farms, and labour out for the means of subsistence while making 
their improvements. 

QUEJ(Y? 
Secondly:-Do you mainly concur in the ne

cessity of assistance, more or less in these pro
portions, to the value of £.60. fu!nish{;d to the 
Emigrant in the following proportIons? 

Awerage Estimate rifthe Expense '!f settling a Fa.mil!!. cO~$ist
ing '!f one Man, one Woman. a~d ihree .C~lldr.er,~ m the 
Bntuh North American Provznces; dlstmguzshmg the 
various items '!f Expenditl!.re. 

Expenses of conveyance from the port of disembarkation to 
place of location - • - • £.10 - -

PrOVIsions, viz. rations for 15 months for 1 man, 
1 woman and 3 children. at I lb. of Bour and 
1 lb. of pork for each adult,. and ~alf ~hat 
quantity for each child, makmg 3. ratIOns 
per diem, pork being at £.4. per barrel and 
flour at £. 1. 5s. per barrel - • - 40 6 10 

Freight of provisions to place of settlement 1 10 10 

House for each family 2 

&c. Implements, 
4 Blankets • • -
1 Kettle 

£.- 14 -
5 10 

1 Frying.pan 
3 Hoes • 
1 Spade 
J Wedge 
J Auger • 
1 Pick·axe 
2 Axes - ••• ·1 
Proportion of grindstone, 

whipsaw and cross· cut-
saw· - _ - - -

1 3 
4 6 
2 

2 

9 
4 

2 -

14 -
Freight and charges on 

ditto, 15 per cent· • - 10 2 

£. 3 18 - (~:.:;) £. 4 6 8 
Cow. _ _ _ -4 10 -

Medicines and Medical attendance -
Seed corn _ _ _ 6 
Potatoes, 5 bush. at 2 s. 6 d. • - 12 6 

- 14 -
~oportion of the expense of buil ding fort he depot 
DItto for clerks, issuers, and surveyors to show the 

101s- 5-

£.60. sterling is equal to - £.66 J 3 4 

Note:-Something in the nature of this Schedule, appn
cable to the special circumstances of tile location of eacb. 
particular Emigrant, would be delivered to him upon his 
landing; and upon his presenting a voucher to the Emigra
tion Agent at the Colonial Port, showing that he had bern 
approved as an Emigrant. and upon his expressing his wish 
to receive this sort of loan in kind. In case of this occur
ring, he would be called upon to sign the security adverted 
to in the next query, and then conveyed to his location at 
the Government expense. As two children are considered 
equal to the expense of an adult, if the family consisted of 
a widower and five children, or in any other variety of pro
portion, regulated hy this principle of equivalent, would not 
the £.60. be equally necessary? Every lot must have & 

working head of a family upon it, who must become respun. 
sible for the interest. 

ANSWER: 
1 do mainly concur in the above Estimate, 
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and, generally speaking, J think it a very fair one. 
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QUEltY? 

Thirdly :-Do you consider that any sort of 
praclical difficulty will exist in taking an un
expensive and simple security from the Emigrant, 
both personal as well as a lien upon his land, for 
the payment of £. 4. per annum interest, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon the sum of C. 80., or 
in other words upon the sum of £. 60. improved 
by deferred interest for seven years to the sum 
of £. 80., interest being only calculated in that 
instance at £. 4. per cent? 

ANSWER: 

Note :-Ev~ry pains must be taken to explain to the 
Emigrant, that the acceptance of the loan is to be entirely 
voluntary on his part, precisely the same as if any individual 
in hi, own country had proposed, from motives of charity, 
to advance him a loan of equal amount, upon the same 
principle of repayment. 

1 do not consider that there could be any possible difficulty in taking such security from the Emigrant. 

QUERY? 

Fourthly :-Do you consider that the Emigrant 
settler, if not called upon to pay any interest for 
the space of seven years, will have any difficulty 
whatever in affording to pay C. 4. per annum, at 
the expiration of that period, in money or money's 
worth, that i~, in grain and pork of a merchantable 
quality, estimated upon a given principle of arbi
tration, such Emigrant having always a power at 
his own option of paying off' the principal of 1..80. 
in instalments of £. 20. each, in money, until the 
whole of the original loan be discharged? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-The mode of estimating the value of the produce 
of the Settler's farm in money, would be by a simple esti
mate of market price, made under prescribed regulations 
in Colonies, and assessing produce with reference to sucll 
value. 

I do not consider that the Emigrant Settler, if not called upon to pay any interest for the space of seven 
y~ars, will have any difficulty whatever in affording to pay £.4. per annum, at the expiration of that pt:riod, 
either in mc.ney, or grain and pork, though much easier in the latter. 

QUERY? 

Fifthlg :-Are you of opinion that if this pro
p03itioll be adequately explained to the Pauper 
Emigrant, and if he be made conclusively to 
understand that it is not a rent for his land, but 
a payment a! interest upon a loan of money lellt 
to Illm at IllS own request, which loan has been 
advancql to him in kind and not in money that he 
would ~e ~n .any degr.ee d.isposed to resist tbe pay
ment of .thls lI1tcrest, It belOg explained to him, that 
at any tlmc he has the power of exonerating him
self from sucb payment, by the payment of £. So? 

ANSWER. : 

Note:-This question might not appear more necessary to 
be put to a Colonial witness than to any other witness; but 
it has reference to the disinclination naturally felt to the 
payment of rent in countries under the circumstances of our 
North American Colonies, which contain an indefinite extellt 
of waste land of fertile quality. 

I am of opinion that every well disposed Emigrant, who on settling in the Colonies must see the great 
advalltage that this loan would he to him, would not only pay the interest cheerfullv but be grateflll for the 
aSliistance thus afforded to him. • , • 
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QUERY? 

Sirthly .-In case of the death of the Emigrant 
at any period during the seven years, or after it, 
do you think there would be any doubt as to the 
value of the improved land being an adequate 
security for the loan advanced upon? 

ANSW1,:R : 

Note :-For example, supposing the head of a family to 
die, and the wife and children to abandon the lot; would an 
incoming tenant be able and willing to pay the interest at 
the ~nd of the seven years, he of courSE: availing himself of 
the Improyements that had taken place upon that particular 
lot. 

I should think the land would be a sufficient security in all case, of this kind. 

QUERY? 

Seventhly :-Are you of opinion that any sort 
of practical difficulty will be found in the levy of 
this interest, supposing such levy to be made 
under the directions of the Governor? 

ANSWEll: 

I am not informed on this subject, and therefore I cannot answer the Question. 

QUERY? 

Eighthly :-What would be the average ex
pense per cent upon the collection of the 
interest? 

ANSWER: 

I cannot answel' this question. 

QUERY? 

Ninthly :-Arc you of opinion that there would 
be any sort of indisposition on the part of the Colo
nial Legislatures to give every facility to the levy of 
this interest, in consideration of the extreme ad
vantages to the colony which must arise from the 
introduction of a regulated system of Emigration, 
consisting of properly selected Emigrants at a 
proper period of life, who have left their own 
country under the circumstance of there being no 
demand for their labour? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-The Colonies would benefit exclusively from all 
the productions which might be the result of Emigration, 
with the exception of the interests and repayments, which 
must necessarily be a very small part of the actual wealth 
created, as is shown by the concurrfnt testimony of all the 
Colonial Witnesses. 

I am of opinion that the Colonial Legislature would give every facility to the levy of this interest, for the 
reasons stated in the Question. 

QUEUY? 

Tenthly:-Do you conceive, in point of fact, 
that this proposal of advancing capital to the 
Emigrants, in other words to the Colony, differs 
from allY speculation which might be made of ad
vancing capital in any colonial enterprize, wlJcther 
on loan or in mines, tor which the capitalist would 
naturally requirc a remunerating interest? 

ANSWER: 

NQte:-Ifan individual or aCompany in England advanced 
£.100,000. on a Mine or on a Canal, they would expect to 
receive interest upon their capital; but could the Colonist 
complain of a remittance to England of that interest. 

I conceive that in poim of fnct this loan would be more advantugeous to the Colonies than loans on other 
speculations. 

4 B 2 
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QUEUY? 

Eleventhly :-Whether in the instance of indi
viduals advancing their capital, a higher rate of 
interest would not be expected; and whether such 
interest would not be expected to commence at 
a much earlier period than after the lapse of seven 
years? 

ANSWEU: 

Note:-The proposition herein made is, to advance £.60. 
free of interest for seven years, and then to charge interest 
at the rate of £.6. 138. 4d. per unt, that is, 6';' per cent 
upon the original £.60; but as it is intended that the mother 
Country should sustain no ultimate loss ~pon these loans, tho 
Emigrant is called upon to repay a capItal sum of £. 80. in
stead of £. 60, and is called upon to pay £.4. per annum at 
the end of seven years, upon that capital of £. 80, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon it. 

The case, then, as between the lender and the Emigrant, 
supposing it to be an individual case, stands simply thus:-

I lend you £.60. free of interest for seven years, but as 
the colonial rate of interest is six per cent, I should be 
justified in calling upon you to pay £. 3. 1'l s. for this sum 8t 
the expiration of the first year; but as I wish you to emplol 
your means exclusively in improving your land, I will rerml 
you all interest for seven years, and then I will charge YOll 
with an interest of £. 4. per annum instead of the sum of 
£.3. 12 s. ; and at any time if you cboose to relieve your
self from this annual payment of £. 4. or parts of it, you may 
diminish it to the extent of £. 1. by every £. 20. that you pay 
by instalments, in liquidation of the capital debt of £.80., that 
is, of £.60. improved to the value of £. 80. in consequence 
of seven years deferred interest. 

I am of opinion that in this case a higher rate of intere.t would be expected, and also to commence from 
the date of the loan. 
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N° 10. 

. Downing-street, 19th May 1 S 2 i . 
. Mr. WI.LLIAlII HORTON ,,:ould be much obl~ged to Capt. TFeatherley, notwithstanding the 

EVlde~ce w~lch .he ha~ already glVe~ before the EmIgration Committee, if he would be good enough 
to furnIsh hlnl wIth wntten and specIfic Answers to the following Queries: 

QUEUY? Note:-This query involves the supposition that the ex-
First ;-Taking the whole range of the North pens.e o~ passage is never .to be incurred by' Government, 

American Colonies and reducinO" them to one but IS, zn all cases, to be paid by the parties interested in the 
"1 ..b removal of a superabundant population and that the Emi-

comm?n average, do you thmk It would be s~fe grant's family have been ~pproved cifby ~n Agent appointed 
to estImate the expense necessary fOI" the satls- by Government to. examtne all proposed Emigrants. All 
factory location of an Emigrant family of a man !he expenses and circumstances of the passage to be entirely 
woman and three childr t ) tl £ 6' mdepe~dent of Governm~nt assistance or resp~nsibility. 

. en, 11: ess lan . O. No Emigrant would be entitled to Government assistance In 

per famIly, such expense to be lllcurred after their the Colonies, who had not received a voucher from a Govern
landing at a colonial port? ment agent at home, tbat such Emigrant and family were 

proper subjects for receiving Government assistauce. 

AYSWER: 
I do not think lesR than £. Go. would he sufficient. 

QUERY? 

Secondly;-Do you mainly concur in the ne
cessity of assistance, more or less in these pro
portions, to the value of £.60. furnished to the 
Emigrant in the following proportions? 

.A.v.ernge Estimate qfthe Expense cifsettling a Family, consist· 
sng '!f one JUan, one Woman, and three Children, in the 
British North American Prol'inces; distinguish ina the 
'lIarious items cif Expenditure. l> 

Expenses of conveyance from the port of disemharkation to 
place of locatio.. - - - - £.10 - -

Provisions, viz. rations for 15 months for 1 man, 
1 woman and 3 children, at 1 lb. of flour and 
1 lb. of pork for each adult, and half that 
quantity for each child, making 3 ~ rations 
per diem, pork being at £.4. per barrel and 

Note :-Something in the nature of this Schedule, appli
cable to the special circumstances of the location of each 
particular Emigrant, would be delivered to him upon his 
landing; and upon his presenting a voucher to the Emigra
tion Agent at the Colonial Port, showing that he had been 
approved as an Emigrant, and upon his expressing his wish 
to receive this sort of loan in kind. In case of this occur
ring he would be called upon to sign the security adverted 
to in the next query, and then conveyed to his location at 
the Government expense. As two children are considered 
equal to the expense of an adult, if the family consisted or 
a widower and five children, or in any other variety of pro
portion, regulated by this principle of equivalent, would not 
the £.60. be equally necessary? Every lot must have A 
working head of a family upon it, who must become respon
sible for the interest. 

flour at £. t. 5 s. per barrel - - - 40 6 10 
Freight of provisions to place of settlement 1 10 10 • ______________________ _ 

House for each family - - - - 2 - -

Implements, &c. 
4 Blankets £.- 14 -
1 Kettle 
1 Frying-pan - -
3 Hoes - -
1 Spade 
1 Wedge -
1 Auger -
1 Pick·axe 

5 10 
1 3 
4 6 
2 9 
1 4 

- 2 11 

2 -

2 Axes - - - - - 1 
Proportion of grindstone, 

whipsaw and cross· cut 
saw ... ... ... ... ... ... 14 -

Freight and eharges on 
ditto, 15 per cent - - 10 2 

ANSWElt : 
I mainly concur in the above proportions. Yet 

I must observe, that although I think a family, con
sisting of 2 adults and 3 children, would require assist
ance as above stated, and that it would be ample, a 
widower and 5 children would require, in addition to 
the above-ment;oned items, more flour. The charge 
for conveying the settler to his location, and transport 
of provision, &c. is, I think, overrated; should that 
prove to be the case, the overplus would be advan
tageously laid out in the purchase of more flour, or a 
pig or two (at the expiration of the 15 months) an 
animal of no small importance to the Canadian farmer, 
who always has an abundance of small corn and refuse 
potatoes, &c.; and which animal would form the first 

£.3 18 - (=..:~) £.4 6 8 supply of animalfood after the Government allowance 
Cow _ • 4 10 - ceased. 
Medicines and medical attendance _ - 1 - - I think it necessary to state, that the axes should be 
Seed corn - - 1 6 bought in Canada (the hest are sold in Montreal, at 
Potatoes, 5 bush. at 26. 6d. - - u 6 7s• 6d. currency) for there is not an axe made in England 

---- - 14 - with which a person would, or could, cut down a good 
Proportion of the expense of building for the depot 1 sized tree. All axes hitherto sent out to the settlers 
Ditto for clerks, issuers, and surveyors toahow the have been worked up as old iron. 
~ I 5 - I would also observe, that as a Schedule of the ahove 

£ 6 t r' a1 t £ 66 description would be given to the Emigrant, it might 
, o. s er mg IS equ 0 - • 13 4 be well to attach an article at the hottom, stating, that 

as the greatest exertions would be made to purchase the articles, and procure their tran~port, ~c. at the most 
reasonable rate, should the whole of the £.60. Dot be expended, the residue would be lmd out III the pUrcllaie 
of olher animals, or the cash paid into the hands of the Emigrant. . . . ' 

I should at the same time observe, that I am fully of opinion a more nutrItIOus and ecol"!oIDlcal ration [or 
the Emigrant might be substituted for the pork, or a great proportion of it, such as fre~h bee!, potatoes, Indian. 
meal, and molasses, S.C, &c. 
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QUERY? 

Thirdly :-Do you consider that any sort of 
practical difficulty will exist in taking an un
expensive and simple security from the Emigrant, 
both personal as well as a lien upon his land, for 
the payment of £. 4. per annum interest, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon the sum of £. So., or 
in other words upon the sum of £. 60. improved 
by deferred interest for seven years to the sum 
of £.80., interest being only calculated in that 
instance at £.4. per cent? 

ANSWER: 

Note :--Every pains must be taken to. explain to. the 
Emigrant that the acceptance of the loan 18 to be entIrely 
voluntary' on his part, precisely the same as ir any individ.ual 
in his own country had proposed, from motives of chanty, 
to advance him a loan of equal amount, upon the same 
principle of repayment. 

I do not; for I should conceive a very simple document would hoM a man. resp?ns.ib.le for a debt contracted 
by himself, in the furnishing certain articles either by Government or any pm'ate II1dlVldnul. 

QUERY? 

Fourthly:- Do you consider that the Emigrant 
settler, if not called upon to pay any interest for 
the space of seven years, will have any difficulty 
whatever in affording to pay £.4. per annum, at 
the expiration of that period, in money or money's 
worth, that is, in grain and pork of a merchantable 
quality, estimated upon a given principle of arbi-
tration, such Emigrant having always a power at 
his own option of paying all' the principal of £. 80. 
in instalments of £.20. each, in money, until the 
whole of the original loan be discharged? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-The mode of estimating the value of the produce 
of the Settler's farm in money, would be by a simple esti
mate of market price, made under prescribed regulations 
in Colonies, and assessing produce with reference so such 
value. 

I am confident he will not have any difficulty in paying the interest, as proposed, after 7 years; and I am of 
opinion he will payoff the whole debt in about 10 years, but that will chiefly depend on the number and age 
of his children. 

If I might offer an opinion as to the easiest and most satisfactory mode of receiving the interest, it would 
he, to call on the Emigrant for the payment of the interest of his loan up to such a time, stating, that he was to 
deliver, on or before such a day, at such a place, 

Indian Corn at 
vVheat at 

per bushel. 

Oats - at 
Burley at 
Peas at 

Or Cash to the amount of £. currency. 
As the grain would in all probability be sold to the neighbouring storekeepers, distillers, or merchants, the 

receiver of the rents, or I should rather say interest monies, would make the best bargain he could with them, 
and then affix the price of each article of produce. This would not prevent the Emigrant going to a better 
market, if he could Jiml one, as he has the option of paying in cash if he chooses so to do. ~ 

QUERY? 
Note:-This question might not appear more necessary to 

be put to a Colonial witness than to any other witness; but 
it has reference to the disinclination naturally felt to the 
payment of rent in countries under the circumstances of our 
North American Colonies, which contain an indefinite extent 
of waste land of fertile quality. 

Fifthly :-Are you of opinion that if this pro
position be adequately explained to the Pauper 
Emigrant, and if he Le 1l1ade conclusively to 
understand. that it is not a rent for his land, but 
a payment of interest upon a loan of mOltey lent 
to him at his Oi.rU l'equest, which loan has been c-------------------
advanced to him in kind and not in money, that he .\NSWEl:: 

would be in any degree disposed to resist the pay- I do not think he would be inclined to resist the pay
ment of this interest, it heing explained to him, that ment off. 80. for the advances made him, or the annual 
at any time he has the power of exonerating him- sum.of £.4. so. lo~g as it ~emained unpaid (or in pro-
self from such payment, by the payment of £.80.? porbon as he lIqUIdated hl.s ?ebt.) " 

l\or should it in my Op1l110n be left In l11s power to 
resist, or make an objection. The positive terms of his obtaining the land (as expressed in his location ticket) 
should be, that he was to pay at thCi ex piration of seven years £. 80. for the provisions and articles furnished 
him (here enumerate them;) in the event of his not being able to pay that sum at the time mentioned (7 years) 
he was to pay £·4. per annum as the interest of the debt, until it wa., liquidated; or in the event of his paying 
part of the originaldebt of £.80., in the proportion of £.1. for every £. 20. left unpaid. 

That should thl" 1llt~rest of the original debt of £. 80. or such part as was unredeemed, remain unpaid for six 
~alendJr months after It became due, then the location ticket would be cancelled, aud the.land, together with the 
llnpr?Vements ';n I t, revert back to the Government, and himself made personally responslule for what remained 
unpa~d of the advance made to him by Government. 
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QUERY? 

Sixthly :-In case of the death of the Emigrant 
at any period during the seven years, or after it, 
do you think there would be any doubt as to the 
value of the improved land being an adequate 
security for the loan advanced upon? 

ANSWER: 

Note :-For example, supposing the head of a family to 
die, and the wife and children to abandon the lot; would an 
incoming tenant be able and willing to pay the interest at 
the ~nd of the seven years, he of course availing himself of 
tl:e Improvements that had taken place upon that particular 
lot. 

Generdly speaking, I think the improvements on the land, or, should they be few, its vicinity to olher cul
tivated lots, and the progressive rise in the value of lands in Canada, would always insure a purchaser, or person 
to rent the land. 

I should here mention, that in reference to this Query and all the others, I form my opinion on the suppo
sition that each family will have a grant of 100 acres. 

I would also suggest the propriety of giving 100 acres of land extra, to such families as paid off the original 
debt and interest before the expiration of ten years; by that time the parent would probably have one or more 
{)f his children married, whom he would like to place on his newly-acqnired property. This would be a great 
stimulus to exertion, and better insure an early payment of the money advanced; it would also tend greatly to 
promote industrious habits in the )'oun~er branches of the family, who would always have this future provision 
in view, attainable only by indu:itry and economy. 

QUERY? 

Seventhlg :-Are you of opinion that any sort 
of practical difficulty will be found in the levy of 
this interest, supposing such levy to be made 
under the directions of the Governor? 

ANSWl:R: 

None in the least, for the reasons assigned in my Answer to the third Query; and the laws of Upper Canada 
being those of England, with very few exceptions caused by local circumstances. 

QUERY? 

Eirrhthlg :-·What would be the average ex
pens: per cent upon the collection of the 
interest? 

ANSWER: 

The collection would cost about 2! per cent, if it was made a .stipnlation. in t~e location ticket that the 
interest, &.c. was to be paid into the hands of the tre~surer of t.he dl~t1'lct, at hiS reSidence. . 

Should such a person as a receiver of ~ents be appolllted, which 1?lght be necessary, as the Emigrant has the 
option of paying in kind, he might requlfe about 10 per cent for IllS trouble. 

QUERY? 

. Ninthly :-Are you of opinion there would ?e 
any sort of indisposition on the part of the ColoO\~1 
~egislatures to give every facility to the levy of thiS 
lDterest, in consideration of the extreme ad van
!ages to the colony which must arise f~om .the 
Introduction of a reoulated system of EmIgratIOn, 
consisting of prop:;'ly selected Em~grant~ at a 
proper period of life, who have lett thm: own 
country under the circumstance of there bemg no 
demand for their labour? 

Note:-The Colonies would benefit e:rclusive(v from. all 
the productions· which mi"ht be the result of EmigratIOn, 
with the exception of the "interests and repayments, which 
must necessarily be a very small part of the actual wealth 
created, as is shown by the concurrent testimony of all the 
Colonial Witnesses. 

ANSWER: 
None in the least; the great advantage to the Colonies of ~ well-regulated Emigration, under the 8tipulatioIlJ 

before mentioned, being too evident to the commonest capacity. 

4 B 4 
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QUERY: 

Tenthly:-Do you conceive, in point of fact, 
that this proposal of advancing capital to the 
Emigrants, in other words to the Colony, differs 
from any speculation which might be made of ad
vancing capital in any colonial enterprize, whether 
on loan or in min'~s, for which the capitalist would 
naturally require a remunerating interest? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-Ifan individual or a Company in England advanced 
£.100,000. on a Mine or on a Canal, they would expect to 
receive illteres~ upon their capital; but could the Colonist 
complain of a remittance to England of that interest. 

Certainly not; aud should there be a shade of difference in the advantage to the Colony, resulting from the 
advancing of capital for the improving and extending its agriculture, or opening mines, or making canals, 
I should give it in favour of the fonner. 

QUERY? 

Elevc12thly :-Whether in the instance of indi
viduals advancing their capital, a higher rate of 
interest would not be expected; and whether such 
interest would not be expected to commence at 
a much earlier period than after the lapse of seven 
years? 

ANSWER: 

j\'otc:-The proposition herein made is, to advance £.60. 
free of interest for seven years, and then to charge interest 
at the rate of £.6. 13s. 4d. per cent, that is, 6T per cent 
upon the original £.60; but as it is intended that the mother 
Country should sustain no ultimate loss upon these loans, the 
Emigrant is called upon to repay a capital sum of £.80. in
stead of £.60, and is called upon to pay £.4. per annum at 
the end of seven years, upon that capital of £.80, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon it. 

The case, then, as between the lender and the Emigrant, 
supposing it to be an individual case, stands simply thus:-

I lend you £.60. free of interest for seven years, but as 
the col'mial rate of interest is six per cent, I should be 
justified in calling upon you to pay £.3. 12 s. for this sum at 
the expiration of the first year; but as I wish you to employ 
your means exclusively in improving your land, I will remit 
you all interest for seven years, and then I will charge YOIl 
with an interest of £.4- per annum instead of the sum oC 
£.3. 12 s.; and at any time, if you choose to relieve your
self from this annual payment of £.4. or parts of it, you may 
diminish it to the extent of £. I. by every £.20. that you pay 
by instalments, in liquidation of the capital debt of £.80, that 
is of £.60. improved to the value of £.80. in consequence 
of seven years deferred interest. 

I am clearly of opinion that no individual would be inclined, or could afford (if I may be allowed to use the 
term) to advance his capital on the moderate :md advantageous terms here suggested; at the same time I must 
add, I am equally clear of opinion that the advantages to the people of Great Britain will be equally great by 
this proposed 1II0de of Emigration, inasmuch as the redundant population being taken off, there will be more 
employment for the residue; there will be a greater demand for the manufactures of the mother Country, as the 
Colonies increase in population; the poor rates will be proportionally reduced; and many other advantages 
result from it, which may not be necessary at present to state. 

I will only add, it may not be deemed unimportant for me to state that my Answers and observations on these 
Queries are formed on the knowledge I have obtained of the Canadas by a residence of nearly eiuht years in the 
.newly-improved part of the country. 0 

J. D. Weatherle!/, 

Captain on the Half-pay of the Line, and one of 
His Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the 
district of Bathurst, Upper Canada. 

. I beg .to subj?in a ~ketch of a Location Ticket, and Form of Obligation for the Emigrant to enter 
Into, which I tlunk might answer the purpose intended. 
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York, Upper Canada, day of 
BE IT KNOWN to whom it may concern, That A. B. late of that part of the Cnited Kingdom of 

Great Britain called is this day located to the land he has made choice of, namely, 
the .. half of Lot N° on the .' Concession of the Township of 
in the D,stTlct of Upper Canada; willch land, together with the under-named articles and 
assistance, will be granter! hil!" on condition that he the .said A. B. at the expiration of seven years fro:n the 
day of the date hereof, pays mto the !lands of the Receiver General of V pper Cana(la, or such person as the 
Lieut. Governor, or person adllllllistenng the government of Upper Canada for thc time bein er , sball appoint 
to receive the same, the sum of £.80. Halifax currency, or £.4. H. C. per aunum, so long a~ the same may 
remain unpaid. 

Should Ihe before-namer! sum of £.80. H. C. be paid on or before the expiration of seven years, and the 
said A. B. have reSided three years and upwards on the said Lot N° and cliltivated the said Lot 
to the extent of ten acres, then a deed of Ihe said land in fee-simple will be given him; but should the above 
named SUID of £.80. H. C. not be paid at the expiration of seven years f,om the day of the date hereof, and 
the interest of £.4. H. C. remain unpaid six months after it becomes due, then this Lecation Ticket will 
become void, the land revert back to Governmellt, and the said A. B. will be proceeded "gains! according to 
law, for the recovery of the said sum of £.80. and intere:st due thereon, or such part 'b may remain unpaid, 
it being understood that the said A. B. may from time to time, in order to reduce the aoove-named debt of 
£.80., pay an instalment of t. 20., thereby reducing the interest £. 1. for each instalment of £. ~o. so paid. 

It is also perftctly to be understood, that palpable neglect in the cultivatiull of tI,e said Lot, or any 
turbulent or gross misconduct on the part of the said A. B., will annul hi, claim to the said land, and make 
him personally responsible for the payment of £.80. the estimated value of the article3 and assistance 
afforded him. 

At the ianle time, as a stimulus to industry and good behaviour, should the conduct of the said A. B. be 
approved of, and the whole of the £.80. and interest that may be due thereon be paid off before the expiration 
of ten ye"rs from the day of the date hereof, then One hundred acres extra of laud will be given to the said 
A. B. as a further support for his family. 

ARTICLES and ASSISTANCE to be furnished to A. B. a:ld family, Emigrants from 

To be conveyed from the port of disembarkation to place of location. 

pounds of Flour} 
pounds of Pork 

A Cow. 

per diem, for the space of fifteen months, commencing on the day of dis
embarkation, being at the rate of one pound of pork, and one pound of flour 
for himself, the sam equantity for hiS wife, and half the quantity for eacll of 
his children. 

Half a bushel of Seed Corn. 
Five bushels of Potatoe~. 

And after he has been 12 months on his land, a Pig, or eight dollars to purchase one. 

4 manket~. 1 Spade. 1 Hammer. 
1 Kettle. 1 Pick-axe. 2 Gimlets. 
1 Frying-pan. :1 Felling-axes. 61b. of Nails. 
3 Hoes. 1 Wedge. 1 Auger. 

N. B.-2 Grindstones, 2 'Vhip Saws, and :1 Cross·cut Saws will be placed on each Concession, for the us~ 
of the Settlers generally. 

Quebec, day of 

SEVEN Years after the date of this document, I promise and agree to pal such person as the Lifut. ~overnor 
of Upper Canada may appoint to receive the ~ame, Eig;ht:r pounds Haldax curre?cy, fo~ value receIved, or 
Four pounds, H. C. per annum, so long as the said sum ot Eighty pounds sh~lI relDalD unpaid; the saId Interest 
to be paid annually on the day of 10 each year. 

N. B.-It will of course be understood, that in proportion as the. EllJig~ant's family. exceeds or falls short 
of the supposed number of :1 adults and:> children, the assumed capitol ot £. So. and luterrst of £.4. showd 
be increased or made less. 

On reflection I think it would be better to make it a general stipulation, that each EllJigran~, with his 
family, should pay £.80. at the expiration of 7 years; they ~ould all ~et suffic:ent value for thetr money;. 
the overage would secure Government from loss, and by avoldlllg fractIOnal paris, save a very great deal ot 
trouble in keeping the accounts. 

550. 4 C 

j 



APPENDIX TO THIRD REPORT OF THE 

N B.-These Answers of Charles Hayes, Esq. to the Queries addresse.d to the ~oloni~l 
Witnesses, were received too late to be included in the Analysis, !\Ir. Hayes havmg transmitted his 
Answers from Dublin. 

QUERY? 

Pil'st :-Taking the whole range of the North 
American Colonies, and rp.ducing them to one 
common average, do vou think it would be safe 
to estimate the expell~e necessary for the satis
factory location of an Emigrant family, of a man, 
woman and three children, at less than £.60. 
per family, such expense to be incurred after their 
landing at a colonial port? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-This query involv~s the supposition, that the ex
pense of passage is never to be incurred by Government. 
but is, in all cases, to be paid by the parties interested in the 
removal of a superabundant population, and that the Emi
grant's family have been ~l'Proved ofby an A g~nt appoioted 
by Governmeot to examme all propused EmIgrants. AU 
the expenses and circumstances of the passage to be entirely 
independent of Governmeot afsistance or responsibility. 
No Emigrant would be entitled to Government assistance in 
the Colonies, who had not received a voucher from a Govern
meDt agent at home, that such Emigrant and family were 
proper subjects for receiving Goyernmeot as.isunce. 

Taking it for granted tbat the Emigrants to be approved of by the Government Agent would be in a state 
of pauperism, and as 011 their arrival in the Colonies they would consequently be entIrely dependent upon the 
Government for support, I do not think it would be safe to calculate the expense of forwarding, locating and 
maintaining a family consisting of five persons, for fifteen months, at a Jess Sllm than £.60. 

QUERY? 

Secolldl!J :-Do you mainly concur in the ne
cessity of assistance to the value of £. 60. fur
nished to the Emigrant more or less in the fol
lowing proportions? 

Average Estimate of the Expense if settling a Family, enllsilf
ing qf one l'tlan, one Woman, and three Children, in the 
British No,1h American Provinces; distinguishing the 
'Various items if Expenditure. 

Expenses of conveyance from the port of disembarkation to 
place of 10catioD - - - - £.10 - -

Provisions, viz. ration. for IS month. for 1 man, 
I woman and 3 children, at lIb. offiour and 
lIb. of pork for each adult, and half that 
quantity for each child, making 3 t rations 
per diem, purk being at £.+ per barrel and 
fiour at £.1. 5S. per barrel - - - +0 6 10 

Freight of provisions to place of settlement 1 10 10 

House for each family - ~ - -
Implements, &c. 

+ Blankets - - - £.- 14. 
I Kettle - 5 10 
1 Frying-pan 1 3 
3 Hoes - - + 6 
1 Spade - - 2 9 
1 Wedge - 1 4 
1 Auger 2 2 

1 Pick-axe - - - - - 2 
;a Axes 
Proportion of Grindstone, 

Whipsaw and cross-cut 
saw - -

Freight and charges on 
ditto, IS per cent - - 10 

£.3 18 
Cow 
Medicines and medical attendance -
Seed corn 
Potatoes, 5 bush.:;t 2 I. 6d. - - 12 

6 8 
- + 10 

6 
6 

--- - 1+ 
Proportion of the expense of building for the depot 
Ditto for clerks, issuers, and surveyors to show the 

lots 5 

£.60. sterling is equal to £.66 13 4 

ANSWER: 

Note :-Something in the nature of this Schedule, appli
cable to the special circumstances of the location of each 
particular Emigrant, would be delivered to him upon his 
landing; and upon his presenting a voucher to the Emigra.
tion Agent at the colonial port, showing that he had bl'e3 
approved as an Emigrant, and upon his expressing his wish 
to receive this sort of loan in kind. In ca~e of this occur
ring, he would be called upon to sign the security adverted 
to in the next query, and then conveyed to hi. location at 
the Government expense. As two children are considered 
equal to the expense of an adult, if the family con.isted ot 
a widower and five children, or in any other variety of pro
portion, regulated by this principle of equivalent, would oot 
the £.60. be equally necessary? Every lot must havG a 
working head of a family upan it, who must become respon
sible for the interest. 

r:or an a~er~ge E.stimate, I consider the one specified as a good one: In particular cases, or even in clal~u, 
a slight .""natlOn Blight be made, so as to ll1e~t the. more pressing wants of individuals or parties; for example, 
some mIght deSire more veg~table a~d less anllnal tood, or possibly, in lieu of either, a few artir.les of necessary 
clot.llIng, as ~hoes, fiannpls, &c., wblch, I :would respectfully submit, might be furnished; and in the case of 
a wldow~r with five children, 1 should conSider thesum specified fully as necessary as for a mao, his wife and 
three children, ~ 
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QUEfty? 

.Tllirdly:-Do you consider that any sort of 
pr,actical difficulty will exist in takin" an un
expensive and simple security from the Emicrrant 
both personal as well asa lien upon hi" land, fo; 
the payment of £. 4. pel' annum interest, being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon the SUIll of £.80., or 
in other wor~s upou the sum of £.60. improved 
by deferred mterest for seven years to the sum 
of £. 80., interest being only calculated in that 
instance at £.4. pel' cent? 

ANSWER: 

Notl! :-Every pains must be taken to explain to the EoU
grant, th~t the acceptance of the loan is to be entirely volun
t~ry on hI. part, precisely the same liS if any individual ill 

his own c~untry .had proposed, from motives of charity, to 
advance hIm a loanof equal amount, upon the same principle 
of repayment. 

I do ?ot con.,ider that any practical difficulty \I'?~ld exist in taking an unexpensive and simple security from 
the EllIlgrant 111 the shape of an annual charge of 1.4. per annum on his land, secured by personal obligation 
being in considerati.on ~f the advance made to him for his outfit and location; it being explained to him tha; 
the £ 60. lent to 111m tor seven years would at the end of that time, improved by deferred interest at 4 per 
cent, amount to £.80. 

QUEIlY? 

Fourthllj :-Do yo.u consider that the Emigrant 
settler, if not called upon to pay any interest for 
the space of seven years, will have any difficulty 
whatever in affording to pay £.4. per annum, at 
the expiration of that period, in money or money's 
worth, that is, in grain and pork of a merchantable 
quality, estimated upon a given principle of arbi
tration, such Emigrant having always a power at 
his own option of paying off the principle of £. 80. 
in instalments of £. 20. each, in money, until the 
whole of the original loan be discharged? 

ANSWER: 

NOII!:-The mode of estimating the value of the produce 
of the Settler's farm in money, would be by a simple e!ti
mate of m.,rket price, made under prescribed regulations 
in Colonies, and asseiliing produce with reference to euch 
yalue. 

~peaking generally, I would consider that an Emigrant should find no difficulty whatever in paying, at tba 
end of seven year., in money or in money's worth, the charge .of £. 4. per annum, accruing as iuterest UpOIl 
the advance made to him. 

-QU.EnY1 

Fifthly:-Are you of opinion that if this pro
:position be adequately explained to the Pauper 
. Emigrant, and if he be made conclusively to 
understand that it is not a rent for his land, but 
a payment of interest upon a loan of money lent 
to him at his own request, which loan has been 
advanced to him in kind and not in money, that he 
would be in any degree disposed to resist the pay
rnentofthis interest, it beinO' explained to him, that 
at any time he has the po';er of exonerating him-

( self from such payment, by the payment of £.80.? 

ANSWER: 

Not~:-This question might not appear more necessary 
to be put to a Colonial witness than to any other witDe!!; 
but it has reference to the disinclination naturally felt to tke 
payment of rent ia countries under the circumstances of our 
North American Colonies, which contain an indefinite extent 
of waste land offertile q ualit1' 

The Pauper Emigrant being made conclusively .to understand the natl1l:e of the advance made to him • 
. ''!oilld ·not, in. my opinion, feel any disposition to r~8lst the pay.mel~t of the wterest;· on the contrary, I c?n
Sider he would feel grateful lor the privIlege he enjoyed of paylllg It 011 the easy terms proposed, and of belDg 
able ultimately to redeem the whole aUlount. 
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QllJ::((Y? 

Si.l'thly :-In case of the death of the Emigra~t, 
at any period during the seven years, or after It, 
do you think there would be any doubt as to the 
value of the improved land being an adequate 
security for the loan advanced upon? 

ANSWER: 

Note :-For example, supposing the head of a family to 
die, and the wife and children to abandon the lot; would 
an incoming tenant be able and willing to pay the interest 
at the end of the seven years, he of course availing himself 
of the improvements that had taken place upon tllat parti
cular lot. 

Unless tn cases of extraordinary accident or continu~d sick~ess, I am of opinion that th~ house and im
provements made by an industrious Emigrant ,durln~ hIS locatIOn, would, be abundant secunty f~r the loan 
advanced; and in the event of death, that an mcomll1g tenant could easily be found able and willIng to pay 
the interest at the end of seven years, as already deSCribed. 

QUERY? 

Seventhly:-Are you of opinion that any sort 
of practical difficulty will be found in the levy of 
this interest, supposing such levy to be made 
under the directions of the Governor? 

ANSWER: 

In my opinion no practical difficulty is likely to exist in levying the interest (on the advance made to the 
Emigrant) under the authority of the Lieutenant Governor; but should any disinclination to the payment of 
it be manifested by the borrower, the same means exist in Canada as in the United Kingdom to enlorce the 
recovery. 

'QUERY? 

Eighthly:-What would be the average ex
pense per cent upon the collection of the in
terest? 

ANSWER: 

Taking into consideration the great liberality of the Government in advancing the money to the Emigrants, 
and the facilities Ihey propose to afford in taking payment of the interest in produce, a clause might be 
introduced into their deeds, to reqnire the payment of the annual ioterest, at the office of the Collector 
appointed by GoVel'llIllPl\t, he giving the Emigrants reasonable notice and making choice of a period of tbe 
year favourable to the sale and transport of their produce. In such case the expense of collection should not 
exceed 5 per <Tnt; but if the Collector has to travel a distance, and collect the interest at intervals, it would 
of course proportionably increase the expense. In this question, however, so much depends upon localities, 
number and circumstances of Emigrants, that no very definite answer could be given without referring to 
specific cases. 

QUERY? 

Mntlzly :-Are you of opinion that there would 
be any sort of indisposition on the part of the 
Colonial Legislatures to give every facility to the 
levy of this interest, in consideration of the ex
treme advantages to the colony which must arise 
from the introduction of a regulated system of 
Emigration, consisting of properly selected Emi-
grants at B. proper period of life, who have left 
their own country under the circumstance of 
there being no demand for their labour? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-The Colonies would benefit ~:xclusi~tly from all 
the productions which might be the result of Emigration, 
with the exception of the interests and repayments, which 
must necessarily be a 'Very ,mall pmT of the actual wealth 
created, as is shown by thE concurrent testimony of all the 
Colonial Witnesses. 

~ ~m clearly of opinion that the intelligent part of the Colonial Legislatures would feel no indisposition to 
faCIlItate the levy 01 the Illterest, for they would be at once aware how very advantaO'eous to the country the 
influx o,r wealth consequent upon an extensive Emigration would be, and how very ~fficiently an increase or 
population must add to the trade, power, and resources of the Colonies. 
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QUERY? 

Tenthly:-Do you conceive, in point of fact, 
that this proposal of advancing capital to the 
Emigrants, in other words to the Colony, differs 
from any speculation which might be made of ad
vancing capital in any colonial enterprize, whether 
()D loan or in mines, for which the capitalist would 
naturally require a remunerating interest? 

ANSWER: 

N(lte:-If an individual or a Company in England ad
vanced £.100,000. on a Mine or on a Canal, they would 
expect to receive interest upon their capital; but could the 
Colonist complain of a remittance to England of tbat in
terest. 

~ cOl1s~der the adva?tageous investl~ent of capital. in a cotJ.nt~y to be more than equivalent to any iniury 
whICh might at first view. appear t? anse. from tbe wltbdrawal of the interest; for as the produce of the Jand 
by the labo.ur of the EW.Igrants WIll be Increas.ed beyond the amount of interest, (and as otherwise the land 
would be lIkely to remam. for a con.slderable t.lme unproductive,) such increase lUust naturally add to their 
exports, a?d. consequentl,Y mtroduce III .return .. ~lIher articles of which they staud in need, or woney. Therefore, 
in my opIniOn, n? pOSSIble appreheuslOn of JUst complamt need be expected from the Colonists, from the 
withdrawal of the mterest. 

QUERY? 

Ele'Oenthly:-Whether in the instance of indi
viduals advancing their capital, a higher rate of 
interest would not be expected; and whether such 
interest would not be expected to commence at 
a much earlier period than after the lapse of seven 
years? 

ANSWER: 

Note:-The proposition herein made is, to Bd~ance£.60. 
free of interest for seven years, and then to charge interest 
at the rate of £.6. 13$. 4d. p,r cent, that is, 6? per cent 
upon the original £.60; but as it is intended that the mother 
Country should sustain no ultimate loss upon these loans, the 
Emigrant is called upon to repay Ii capital wm of £.80. in
stead of £. 60., and is called upon to pay £.4. per annum at 
the end of seven years, upon that capital of £. 80., being at 
the rate of 5 per cent upon it. 

The case, then, as between the lender and the Emigrant, 
supposing it to be an individual case, stands simply thus :-

I lend you £.60. free of interest for seven years, but as 
the colonial rate of interest is six per cent, I sbould be 
justified in calling upon you to pay £. 3. 128. for thi. sum at 
the expiration of the first year; bllt lUI I wish you to emplo,Y 
your means exclusively in improTing your land, I will relDlt 
you all interes' for 8even years, and then I will charge YOIl 

with an interest of £.4. per annum instead of the sum of 
£.3. 12 $.; Bnd at any time, if you choose to relieTe your
self /Tom this annual payment of £'4. or parts of it, you may 
diminish it to the extent of £. 1. by every £. 20. that you pay 
by instalments, in liquidation of the capital debt of £. 80, that 
is of £.60. improved to the value of £.80. in consequence 
of seven years deferred interest. 

. Unquestionably private individuals would require the full amo~nt of interest current in the Colonies, which 
IS 6 per cent; and also that payment should commence at the eXpiratIOn of the first year. 

While as the Government permit their interest to accumuJat~ at 4 per cent for .seven years, and ~ben upon 
the sum thus accumulated require only 5 per cent, I should tlllnk that both EmIgrants and Colon~sts would 
reel grateful for the allsistance to the one and benefit to the other, and fully apprecIate the hberahty of the 
mother Country. 

ro the Right HOD. R. Wilmot Horton, 
8tc. &c. 8tc. 
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Most respectfully submitted by, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

M. p. Charles Hayes. 
Dublin, 29th May 1827. 
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Appendix, N° 4. 

-1.-

RETURN of BRITISH SUBJECTS who have emigrated direct from the United 

Kingdom to New York; also, .a Return of those who emigrated to 

His Majesty's Possessions in North America, but who afterwards removed into 

the State of New York ;-during the Years 1824, 1825 and 1826. 

Direct to By 
By 

YEARS COUNTRY. 
NeW' BruDiwick 

TOTAL 
N." York. Quebec. aDd 

NOTa Scotia. 

1824 - - England - - 1,123 

Ireland 1,105 
r - -

8cotllllld - - 144-

!l;372 3,330 676 6,378 

18i 5 - - England - - 1,881 

Ireland - - 11,462 

Scotland - - 198 

4,541 3,640 1,1178 9,461 

l826 - - England - - 1l.975 

'Ireland - - 2,005 

Scotland - - 137 

5,117 4,060 1,354 10,531 

12,030 11,032 3,3°8 ~6,370 , 
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-2.-

ABSTRACT of the RETURNS made to the House of Commons, and ordered 
to be printed 15 April 1824, showing the Expense incurred in County Rates 
for removing Paupers from some of the Counties in England and Wales to 
Ireland and Scotland. 

N.B.-This Expenditure has been greatly increased since the imperfect Return made in 18~4. 

DATE Fro", ",hat County EXPENSES EXPENSES 
incurred iucurred 

of ill for removillg Irish Paupert for removing Scotch Paupers 
the RetlltD. England and Wale •. and Vagrants. aDd Vagrant •. 

1824: £. s. d. £. s. d. 

4 March - - Berkshire - - - 419 :3 8 -
7 February - Cambridgeshire - - 69 10 9 8 13 9 

Wisbech - - - 3 5 - - 9 8 
11 March - - Chester - - - 414 '2 - 50 7 -
19 - - - Cumberland - - 15 11 9 54 I 6 

10 February - Devon - - - 17 11 - 12 9 -
13 - - - Dorset - - - 2 - - a I -
9 - - - Durham - - - - - - - 70 4 9 
9 March - - Essex (East Division) - 41 17 2 3 4 -

14 February - Gloucester - - 448 18 4 -
- - - - City of Gloucester - 13 11 4 -

a April - - City of Bristol - - 733 13 1 -
14 February - Hants - - - 6 5 9 3 4 6 
21 - - - Huntingdon - - 1 13 6 101 8 7 
19 - - - Kent - - - 44 7 6 - 17 4 

Lancaster - - - 532 2 10 122 9 4 
10 - - - Leicester - - - 114 19 5 - 17 3 
14 - - - Lincolnshire - - - 8 G 6 16 a 
7 - - - Lincoln - - - - 11 - -

11 - - - Middlesex - - 594 7 7 54 :3 10 

Northampton - - 243 13 6 -
Northumberland - - ~4 10 - 130 - -

11 - - - Newcastle-upon-Tyne - 5 9 8 32 17 10 
Nottinghamshire - - 3 5 6 97 I 10 

11 - - - Somerset - - - 19 4 8 8 4 4 
9 - - - Stafford - - - 34' 14 11 111 18 2 

City of Lichfield - - 17 18 8 5 :3 8 
16 May - - Suffolk - - - - 10 - -
10 February - Rutland - - - ~3 12 - 2 18 2 

7 - - - Sussex - - - - - - - 1 18 -
~o - - - Warwickshire - - 222 10 - 55 12 8 

12 January - Coventry - - - - 6 - -
14 February - Westmorland - - - - - - :35 16 10 
21 - - - Wilts - - - 445 13 10 - 7 -
18 - - - Yorkshire - - - - 16 6 81 4 -
9 - - - City of York - - - - - - - 11 6 

10 - - - Anglesey - - - 50 14 7 -
9 - - - Denbigh - - - 3 1 8 -

Pembroke - - - 27 12 - -
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AN APPEAL to the Nation, from the Directors and Central Committee of th(; 
GENERAL ASSOCIATION, established in London for the purpose of bettering 
the condition of the Manufacturing and Agricultural Labourers, to secure the 
property and promote the welfare of all classes of society, by the encourage
ment of Industry and reduction of Poor-rates. 

1. THE GENERAL ASSOCIATION was formed, pursuant to Resolutions passed at a 
Public Meeing held at the great room of the Golden Lion, West Smithfield, on the 19th 
of February, 1827; and a Committee of Management appointed, who have drawn up this 

Appeal. C· h f h d' . d' h b" d R 2. The ommlllee are aware t at some 0 t e oetrlnes contalne I[) t I' su ~olDe eso-
lutions do not accvrd with the opinions of most influential men ; but the anomalous fact, of 
a people being wretched in proportion to their means of producing plenty, affords conclu
sive e"idence of the error of prevailin~ opinion. The doctrine of leaving labour to find its 
own level, is in principle subversive ot all order, and cannot be acted upfln with safety by 
any community surrounded by monopolies and exclusions, as in Great Britain. 

3. The principles contended for are, that, as the great majority of every nation is neces
sarily composed of those who,;e sole property is their labour, their interests should be the 
principal object of every alteration in the laws which regulate trade. 'Whenever labour 
receives an ample and steady reward, every trading class in the community must necessarily 
be in a thriving condition, and afford the surest indication of national prosperity, and the 
most powerful stimulus for individual exertion. 

4. To the influence of a runiou> system of individual competition, in reducing the wages 
of labour, is to be ascribed, not only the unexampled poverty and misery of the labouring, 
but the embarrassment and ruin of the mercantile and trading classes. 

5. The necessity of legislative interference on the behalf of labourers is much felt, and it 
is thou~ht, that no principle hit.herto submitted, would baye a tendency so advantageously 
to regulate wages, as that set iorth in the Sixth Resolution. 

6. 'The necesi>ity of such regulation is apparent, from the circumstance, that all persons 
whose incomes are derived from landed property-the funds--tithes-law fees-and 
from monopolies of every kind, are subject to and protected by conventional regulations; 
and that bbour, and labourers alone, are subjected to the individual competition of Ull

principled or speculative contractors or employers; that such competition undermines tbe 
value of stock created by fair wages; enables speculators to make a profit at the expenst' of 
labourers, or the parishes who are compelled to muke up a portion of their just wage,; 
though commodities way be nominally cheaper to consumers, they make up part of the 
deficiency of price in additional parish rates, and the fair dealing employer must reduce 
wages to come into the same market, or be driven from the field of honourable competition. 
Thus, the arUzans and labourers who most need protectIOn, are most oppressed; their wa"'es 
progressively reduced, until they are nearly destroyed a~ customers both for home ~nd 
forei"n produce; and there beIng no means of paYlOg for Bntlsh produce exported, but 
by p":-oceeds created in the sale of foreign produce imported and internally consumed, 
(without incurring a national loss) the fureign market for British manufactures is destroyed 
to a corresponding extent. Thus about four millions of persons dependent on manufactures, 
and as many more dependent on agriculture, are nearly destroyed as customers, the profits 
on the re-expenditure of whose wages alone, if duly rewarded, would be more than equal 
to the foreign equivalents at present received for British manufactures exported. 

7. Protection to Labour is rendered further necessary, from the competition of lV1 ACIlIN ERY 
wilh Manual Labour, by which a large portion of that Labour is superseded, and the 
remainder greatly diminished in value. The consequent cheapness of commodities enables 
persons ha~ing fixed money incomes to consume more; yet the consequent reduction of 
wages d'm'~lIshe~ the po~er .of producers to con,ume ill a still greater ratio, because 
of the relauve dlsproportlOn In the number of producers, to persolls having fixed money 
incomes. 

8. As it is Labour alone which gives value to land and to raw materials for manufacture, 
whatever tends .to )[)cre?se the productive rower of lhe cou?try ought necessarily to increase 
the comfor!s.of the m~Jonty.<:t the people!1I a correspondmg proportion; and, as it is the 
tendency of Improved sClenlltic power to )[)crease the produce of the country, were that 
power properly directed, such would be the inevitable result. But it is a fact, discreditable 
to the po!itical J.>retension of the age, that the comforts of the majority of the people, in
stead of InCreaslOg with that power, have actually declined. For instance, while the price 
of subsisting commodities and the power of prorlucillO' coltons have increased, insomuch 
that olle llebO[l can perlorm the labonr of ORe tnousQlIIland si:rty-si:r, previous to the improve
ments of \\ att and Arkwright, the wages of the cotton weavers have been reduced four, five, 
six, and even seven shillings out of eight! scarcely afl'ording a scanty subsistence of potatoes, 
oatmeal, salt and water; and there is no limit of depreciation to which Machinery aloue will 
not reduce the wages of the whole manual labour of the country, that can sustain human 
existence, unless labourers have the benefit of the protection sought. 

9. Property, 
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9· Proper!y, ~n~ not la?o.ur, is o?viously the most legitimate object for taxation. The Appeal to the Na
property which IS Invested In machinery oper?t~s as. a dir.ec~ t.ax upon labour-it not only tiun by the General 
-supersedes the labo~r of many, and,.by competitlO.n with, ?lmlnIshes the wages of those who Association for 
are employecl~ b~t In order to obtam a mer7 subsistence, It compels them to multiply their bettering the con
hour~ of application, and ~onseqllently their product~; thus it produces the anomaly of dition of Labourers, 
creatmg goods and destroYing customers at the same tllue. Hitherto it has not been shown &c. &c. 
how the bent:fits of machinery can be diffused over society at large, under existing institutions ~ 
although no problem is more important to be solved.-The Committee are not such Vandals a; 
to wish to retard the progress of scientific improvement, but they consider that the greatest 
advantages may be obtained by a transfer of an equitable portion of the taxes from commo-
di!ies for subsiste~1Ce a~d ~om!ort, to steam power and machin~ry; a~d which may be effected 
without any sensible dimInutIon of the aggregate profits ot machmery. The policy of a 
tax on steam power, is also snggested by the propriety of ascertaining the extent of the 
productive resources of the country. The adaptation of such a tranfer is apparent, from the 
fact, that machinery produces without consuming, while taxation is an absorption or con-
sumption without re-production; a vast amount of which absorbing principle is imposed 
up~n the country.by the nation~1 debt, which obviously ought t~ be laid upon that power 
which produces Without consuming, rather than on that power which must consume in order 
to produce •. If, for example, the tax on printed cottOIlS was transferred to cottons wove in 
power looms, no diminution in the consumption of cottons would take place, whilst the 
competing influence of the power looms with the wages of hand-loom weavers would be 
diminished, and their comforts thereby increased. The Committee consider this subject 
demands the deepest attention of every patriotic mind in the country! 

10. Whatever has a tendency to improve the wages of manufacturing labourers, neces
sarily tends to improve the wages of agricultural labourers also, which, under a speculative 
system, have been exposed to similar oppressions with the iormer. To obviate which, it 
will eventually be necessary to renew the Acts empowering the magistrates to secure to them 
wages sufficient to purchase at least two bushels of wheat a week, and thereby re.tore to 
them the bushel which has been taken from them. 

11. Eminent practical and scientific men have proved that we have in the United King
dom, millions of acres of waste lamb which only need cultivation to yield a bountiful supply 
of food; and it is known th~t we have millions of people who are not half fed, who are 
willing to work, anrllllillions of capital seeking employment. It is therefore certain that 
both manufacturins: alld agricultural labourers would be benefited, and the prosperity of 
the coulltry be promoted, by the cultivation of a part of the waste lands, and the allotment 
of slUall portions to cottagers anJ labourers, (instead of sending the people hom the land 
of their fathers, at an expense which must create as mnch misery as it is intended to get rid 
of) and thereby to found a new colony within, which will be t':quivalent to annexing so 
much land to the shores of our own island, and which will augment and invigorate that 
power by which our territories have been so long and so ably defended. These facts prove 
the fallaCY of the modern doctrine of a redundant population, which never can exist where 
all being employed can produce enough to supply the wants of all. Wben poverty and 
misery are occasioned by subtraction, or by capital and labour la)ing dormant, anyappa
rent redundancy cannot result trom natural causes, but must be occasioned by vicious, arti
ficial, or conventional institutions. 

12. The question of Wages has been taken up, not on Ihe principle of those mistaken 
theorists, who teach that the labourer and employer have interests III opposition to each 
other, and thereby to encourage oppression and generate had feeling, keeping up a perpetual 
and nnequal conflict, as well as di\elting the attention of both from the true causes of their 
difficulties-but on the principlc, that the interests of employers and workmen are mutually 
dependent on each other, and thereby to generate tbat mutual good underst.and.ing and kind 
feeling which subsisted between tbem in the best days of Engltsh hospllaltty and social 
enjoyment. 

13. From all past experience it is evident, that the exertions of any single Trade for 
remedial measures must be unavailing; and therefore, a General Association, not only of 
Manufacturers and "·orkmell, but of all classes who feel an intcrest in and are favourably 
disposed towards the objects sought, is indispensable to the attainment of any real good. 

14. From the magnitude and beneficence of the objects contemplated, a great expenditure 
must be incurred. ~It will be necessary fOf tbe Association to carry wilh them public 
opinion. The press must be .availed of; postage an~ ~gents must be provided for. yrom 
the interest that bas been excited on other occaSions, It IS eVident that a vast extent ..,1 good 
feeling exists in the country, which only requires the developement of proper objects to 
excite and draw it into useful operation. .. . 
. 15. The Objects sought cannot but.be IIltt"regtlllg .to all classes; for If the wages of the 
IlIdustrious artisan and labourer sufler a depreCIatIOn, depnvlllg them of the means of 
obtaining their propcr share of the necessa~ies of life, el!ta.ili.ng upon tbem all the a~cumu. 
lated ills of poverty, in a corresponding ratIO d~es the dllnm!shed re-expendlture 01 wages 
affect the profits of the shopkeeper, brewer, tanner, manufacturer, merchant, and dealers 
of every description, and even.tually must ov~rtal,e the landown.ers. thcmsel,vcs. 

16. The strong feeling that IS ~nown to eXist 1II.1~lany rlaccs, In tavour ot the great objects 
embodied in the Resolutions, to Improve the comhtlOn ot the workJ?g classcs-to restore the 
comforts of the distre,scd, without injuring any other class-the Impulses of humalllty, of 
patriotism, and the satisf'lction of being instrumental in amelioraling t1~e miser~es and e~
alting the present condition of m~nkind-are arguments d.ee,~ed .sufficlent to Induce thiS 
Appeal to all who" ish well to thell· fellow men, to lend thell· aid, either pecuniary or oth.el-
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wise, in support of a cause, the justice aud humanity of which t.nust be so evident. It is 
repeated, that the object sought is afair alldade9uute remun~ratlOnfor labour;. an unequi
table remuneration for which necessarily and lnevJtably dlmllllS?eS the means o.t .purchasmg 
the products of labour in a greater degree thau the reducer! pnce of com~odltles tends to 
increase the means of consumption j whilst, on tile other hand, tl.lOugh a high remuneration 
tends to enhance the price of products, it is as obvious that the h!gher the remuneratIOn, in 
so :TIuch greater ratio will the m.eans to purchas.e the produ~ts .be IIlcreased, and t.hu~ all the 
vaned Interests of the great social compact be IlTIpr?ved .. fh.1S becom~s ~n additional argu
ment for the well-disposed to co-operate by f()mung Dlstnct ASSOCiatIons, where Ulen of 
talent, leisure and property may assist by judicious couns~l and every other means in so 
laudable an undertaking as the promoting the best .nterest of mankind. . . 

17. A~ soon as the further necessary arrangements can be made, another PublIC Meeting 
will be called, to report the proceedings of the Committee, and mor~ fully to ex~lain their 
views; and it is trusted thEY will be able to show that the foundation IS hud for a tavourable 
change in the condition of the People, which can only be accomplished by their mutual 
exertions. 

[The names qf the Directors qf the General Association will be given at tl.e next 
Public Meeting.] 

The followin~ RESOLUTIOI' s were passed at a Public Meeting held at the Golden Lion, 
West Smithfield, LOl1don, on the 6th, and by adjournment 011 the 12th and 19th days 
of February 1827; TUO:-'IAS LIVESEY, Esq. in the Chair. 

1. THAT this Meeting considers the first duty of legislation to be tne equal protection of 
the Interests of every class in the Commnnity; and that as LABOUR ALONE renders land 
and raw materials of any value, the Labourer ought to have an equal, if not the first claim 
to legislative protection. 

2. That experience obliges us to declare, that whilst Landowners and others are pro
tected in their increased and increasing means of power to monopolize the prorlucts of 
industry, the Labouring Classes, from inability to procure a sufficiency of those necessaries 
and comforts which they prod lice in such abundance, are fa,t approaching to that state of 
destitution and degradation, which must telld to diminish their respect for and attachment 
to His Majesty's Government, and deprive it of that support which has hitherto been found 
available in cases of necessity. 

3. That the natural inference to be drawn from the foregoing facts is, that there exists 
an interest in opposition to that of the ilia,S of the people, which neither feels for nor 
sympathizes in its distress~', nor manifests any inclination to afford relief; either by pro
tecting them from any injurious change of circumstances, which may diminish the demand 
for t.heir labour, or allowing them to participate in the advantages derived from anyfavour
able change; thus, whilst production, or the means of national wealth, has increased, wages, 
or the reward oflabour, h:lve dimil1ished. 

4. That, although this Meeting has no wish to impede the national advantac:cs to be 
derived from Machinery and Scientific Improvement~, but on the cl>utrary, is inclined to 
encourage their application, especially where they supersede the dangerous parts of Manual 
Labour, or perform a public service which would be lost without such power, it is 'J( I'er
tbeless a fact which this Meeting deeply deplores, that a system has grown up by which 
Manual Labour is so muc;1 superseded, thl' power of production so a,tollishingly increased, 
and yet the means of consumption, by the majority of the people, diminished,-a system 
which has thus rednced thousands from competence and comfort to poverty and wretched
ness, which has enriched the few at the sacrifice of the many-cannot be considered in the 
light ofa PUBLIC GOOD, but a NATIONAL EVIL. 

5. That this Meeting cannot refi'ain from expressing its unqualified belief that much 
good would result to the country at large, and to tile working cla,s,e, in particular, bv a 
transier of a great portion of taxes on commoditles of subsistence and comfort, to Steam 
P()wer and Machinery; inasmuch as it is the property of Macbinery to produce without 
cOlHulTIillg, and by competing witll the wages of labourers, prevents their consulnption in a 
corresponding ratio. 

6. That the prp.vailillg disposition of unprinci pled or mistaken Employers to speculate 
at the expense of t~e Labourer, and the competition of :\lachinery with the II';,,:!:CS of 
Manual Labour, reqUIres a law to make Agreemellts, entered into at any Meeting of Mas
ters and Journeymen, valid and binding on all p<lrties in such trade, in any district where 
such Meeting takes place, and thereby prevent individual reductions, and protect the fair 
dealing Employer from ruinous competition, and the \Vorking Classes from pauperism and 
stan'ation. 

7. That a General Association of Employers and Employed appears to this l\leeting to 
be absolutely necessary for effecting any important object calcnlated to benefit the Working 
Classes; and for the lUore effectnally attaining these great objects, a central Committee be 
formed, "ith power to add to their number; and that Trades, Societies, and other clas,"s 
favourably disposed, be invited to join them by sending Representatives or otherwise, for 
the purpose of co-operating in the 'llIeasures recommended in the foregoing Resolutions, for 
their mutual protection, and eventually bettering tbeir condition. 

8. That the COlllmittee be instructed to publish the Resolutions, with a circular, illustra
tive of their views; and transmit the same to all the Trade Societies in the kinO"dom to 
wbich they can communicate; and that au Appeal be made to such Societies, and to the 

~ intelligence, 
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intelligence, good feeling, and self-interest of all classes, especially Landowners, Merchants, 
Farmers, Manufac~ur~rs an~ ShlJpkeepers of every description, for assistance in carrying the 
views of the AssocIatIon belore the Lc a l5lature, &c. 

9. That Thomas W ri~ht, Esq. of "'Pest Smithfield, be appointed Treasurer of the Asso
ciation; and Thomas Livesey, Esq of the Triangle, Hackney, and Thomas Dean, Esq. of 
Barnsbury Park, Mitldlesex, be appointed Auditors. 

10. That no Monies be paid on account of the Association, without an order si[!Iled by 
tbe Chairman and three of the Directors of the General Association. <> 

11. That when the Committee shall have made the Iltcessary arranO'ements another 
Public Meeting of the Association shall be called, to report the proceedi~lgs of ~he Com
mittee, and more fully to explain the purposes uf the :hsoeiation. 

12. That the tbanks of the ~leL'ting be given to tbe Chairman, for his able, considerate 
and impartial conduct in the chair. 

Bngamin Wills, Esg. '1 H S 
William LOllg Ward,j on. - ecs. 

"'",'I' Letters and Communications to be addressed (post paid) to either of the Se~retaries, 
at the King's Heatl, Poultry; alld for the accolIIUlodation of Tratles ... nd Associations, 
Copies uf the Appeal, &c. may be had at 125. per hundred, of tbe Secretaries, and of 
Mr. LimbinJ, Bookseller, near Somerset House, Strand, 

Appendix, N° 6. 

LETTER from Mr. J. Astle, to the Select Committee on Emigration. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Dublin, May 31, 1827. 

I BEG leave respectfully to submit for your consideration Two Modes by which a partial 
removal of our Pauper Population in I reland may be effectetl; one Plan would be accom
pli,hed at no expense, and the oth"r witll an early anti certain repayment of the lIecessary 
atlvances. During the past three years, I have aUlhorized my agent in C.lueLcc to receive 
cash from persons who wish to provitle passage, anti, if required, food, for their nominees 
fcom tbis country to Canada; but exppriel;ce having shown that nearly all the parties, 
whose passage is so paid, are paupers and orphans, I ha\'e in future tleclined their con
veyance. Similar expcriments by uther merchants have produced the sallle result. These 
unfortunate destitutes, however unfit /(lr mercantile speculation, are exactly the parties, 
whose removal in a national view is most desirable; I would therefure strongly recollllllend 
that the colunial authorities be authorized to receive cash, ur security, for I'""age from 
Ireland to Canada. The persons who pay the 1Il0ney are generally relatives, and quite 
capable of receiving and providing for their frientls. In considering the other Plan, it is 
necessary to inform the Committee, that I have annually numerous applications to cOllvey 
Emigrants from hence on redemption, which means the persons lIi,h tu bintl thelllselves to 
me as apprentices, that I might repay myself the expellse of their conveyance out of the 
produce or sale of their labour in America. I have never taken out persons on these tcrms, 
nor is it the practice of British shipowners. The construction of a i\J ilitary Canal being 
contemplated in Canada, would afford a fair trial uf this system, Ireland would be partially 
relieved, and the Canal formed at less expense, taking the labour required as worth in 
Ireland 1 s. per day, and in Canada 3 s. to 4 s. [wuu!J propose forwarding sufficiellt Pauper 
Labuurers from Ireland, who wonld gladly accept 1 s. 6 d. per day until the balance of value 
in their labour had repaid their conveyance. 13,\ appropriating a portiun of all Parliamentary 
Grants for Pnblic Works in- Canatla to this object, His l\1'Vesty's governlllent would relieve 
us from a Pauper Population which threatens to overwhelm aU capital and industry inlreland 
with common ruin. 

Your obedieut Servant, 

(signed) 

4 II 2 

John Astle. 
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Appendix, N° 7. 

COMMUNICATION from the MENDICITY SOCIETY of London. 

SIR, 
Mendicity 'Office, Red Lion Square, 

2.')th June 1827. 

IN conformity with the di-2ction~ contained in your Letter of the 28th ult. returns have 
been prepared, of all the .Irish who have come before the notice of the Society, from the com
mencement of its operatIons to the latest possIble perIod. 

The Irish have always formed the most considerable portion of our applicants; and as many 
of them are not street beggars, and therefore not strictly within the Society's plan, a distinc
tion was taken in the yean 820, from which time the Irish cases are divided into Registered 
and Non-registered; the former class consisting of Irish beggars, the latter of I rish paupers. 
This distinction and the reasons for its adoption are fully explained in the last Annual Report 
of the Society, which is now in the press; an Extract from which is forwarded herewith, and 
to which I beg leave to refer you. 

The Society has no means of ascertaining with precision the number of Irish poor in the 
Metropolis; but from the manner in which these applicants have increased at their office, and 
from other circumstances, there can be no doubt that it has of late considerably augmented, 
and some cases have recently occurred, in which it appeared that the parties had been 
furnished with the means of reaching London by their employers in Ireland. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

The Right hOnble R. J.W. Horton, 
&c. &c. &c. 

W" H. Bodkin. 
HonY Secretary. 

EXTRACT from the Ninth Report of the Society for the Suppression of Mendicity. 

- - - - - " But while from these causes the number who are considered legitimate objects 
of attention has declined, applicants of another class have continued to increase; and as this 
class consists almost entirely of the lower Irish, the Managers trust they shall be excused 
for making one or two observations upon a subject which has assumed a character of no 
small importance . 

.. Of the absolute necessity of confining their attention to Street Beggars, to the exclu
sion of every other description of poor, as the only mode by which their labours can be 
beneficial to the community, the Managers have repeatedly spoken; and although this rule 
may not always have been rigorously observed during periods of uuusual pressure, still the 
Managers have endeavoured to adhere t~ it as strictly as the circumstan~es in which they 
have been placed would permIt. The Insh poor, howeve~, those espeCially who migrate 
periodic~lly t'1 this country in search of employment, and m the absence. o~ any m~ans of 
support III Ireland, h.ave always f?rmed ~n e~ceptl(ln to. thIS rule; because It IS found Impos
sible altogether to dIsregard theIr aJYPhcatlOns, not~thstandmg they .may no~ ~e strictly 
within the Society's provmce. Whenever, therefore, mdlvlduals of thIS descnptlOr. obtain 
tickets (accomplished in most inst?-nces by appl¥ing at the houses of the subscribers,) their 
names and description are entered m a book dlstmct from the cases of street beggars. Their 
numbers during the last five years have been as follow: 

.. In 1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 
1826 

2,106 

2,636 
2,802 
1,990 

2,994 

.. It will be seen by tbis statement that an increase of one thousand and four applicants 
of this kind has taken place in the last year, as compared with the year immediately pre
ceding; and when it is considered that this number has since continued rapidly to augment,. 
it will be perceived that the period has arrived for taking some decisive measures in respect 
of a class of poor which threatens so powerfully to affect the Society's operations. 

• Their numbers during the present year (1827)UP to May 31St, are 4,056. 
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" T~e Subscribers are aware ~ha~ paupers of this description are not now entitled to any 
par?ch~al rehef, and that power IS given to magis.trates, on their be~oming chargeable to any 
pansh III England, to remove them back to their native country III the way vagrants used 
former~y to be pas~ed. ~t w!ll therefore be readily believed that the Managers find them
selves III a most pamful ~ltu~tlOn when hundreds of these applicants present themselves in 
a state of afJparent destitutIOn; and they trust they shall not incur displeasure when they 
state, that hitherto they have consented to suppl~ them ~aily with food, especially when their 
distress has. been aggravated by any. extramdmary Circumstances. The severity of the 
weather dUfing a portIOn of the last wmter Will be m the recollection of the Subscribers' 
a~d during .that period ?f ~eneral and unusual pressure, the Society's house was thronged 
w.lth. the Irish and their famlhes,. to whom about SIX hundred ratIOne {'f food were daily 
distributed. Whether cases of thl~ character ought to be entert~,iue", (,ell to this extent, 
by the Insti~ution, has always been a difficult and embarrassing question. F it were urged, 
that, not bcmg street beggars, they were not strictly objects of the Societys attention, the 
probability of their immediately becoming so on the refusal of relief was too strong to escape 
?o.nsi~~ration; and the anxiety of the Ma!1agers ~o avoid the danger of increasing the evil by 
IllJudlCIOUS encouragement was necessanly quahfied by an apprehension, that those who 
might thus be driven to seek the aid of casual charity, might gradually become reconciled 
to the practice, and never again return to habits of honest industry. In this dilemma, it was 
hoped that the plan recently adopted, of giving relief by employment alone, would in 
some degree cheek such applications; but however beneficially the power to give work has 
?perated in other respects, this expectation has not been realized. The tickets which are 
Illsolently rejected by the English beggar, are eagerly sought by the Irish pauper; the 
~ork refused by the one with scorn, has been undertaken by the other with alacrity, and 
III general performed with thankfulness, even at the most reduced rate of wages. Con
sequently, it is obvious that the Institution possesses no means of effectually checking this 
growing evil; and there may be ground for apprehending that it was encouraged in some 
degree by the assistance, slender as it may appear, that has been afforded, and which the 
Managers felt naturally reluctant to withhold. 

" That the Irish poor are allured to this country by the slightest expectation of obtaining 
either employment or eleemosynary aid, admits of no question. It is worthy of serious 
consideration, therefore, whether the continual practice of passing them home, however 
desirable as an alternative when the right to parochial assistance was first withdrawn, may 
not be injurious as a permanent arrangement; and whether a considerable inducement to 
migrate is not held out by the certainty, that whatever be the result of the journey, they 
can now travel back at the public expense, with a daily allowance for their sustenance OD 

the road, in many cases amounting to more than the ordinary wages of labour in their 
own country. All the objections indeed which were made to the old practice of passing 
English vagrants to their parishes, apply with equal force to the system now under con
"ide ration ; equally harsh as it respects the really necessitous, it has the same tendency to 
encourage the predatory habits of the idle and dissolute. 

" The details of the method by which the removal is effected are not unimportant. A 
serious alteration in the mode has recently taken place. The office of pass-master for 
Middlesex is abolished; and instead of the former custom, of conveyance by a public officer 
acting for the county at large, it is now left to the officers of every parish to forward, in 
their own way, the Irish who may become burthensome. 

" The ManaO"ers believe that in sanctioning this alteration, the magistrates were actuated 
by a desire to l~ave the law in this respect literally acted upon j but the change is doubtless 
calculated to be extremely prejudicial. The opportunity now afforded to paupers of this 
description to apply to different parishes at their dis,cretion, and thus to obtain the me~n8 ' 
of travelling from London at the expense of each III succeSSIOn, must lead to eJdenslve 
frauds j which, in the absence of any general system of communication among the parishes, 
will too probably be pursued with perfect security. 

" The Managers cannot therefore avoid expressing their conviction of the benefits likely 
to accrue from an official inquiry into the present mode of removing this class of paupers 
from London, and also generally into the situation and management of the Irish poor in 
this metropolis. 

" They are the more anxious to invite the attention of the Legislature to this subject, 
because they fear it will soon become imperative upon the Society to exclude this class or 
applicants from its attention." 

55°' 
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MENDICITY SOCIETY, LONDON. 

A RETtTRN of the Number of IRISIJ MENDICANTS who have applied 

for Relief; from the formation of the Institution in March 181S, to the 

end of May 1827. 

IRISH CASES REGISTERED. 

1818. Men. 

I 
Women. Children. TOTAL. REMARKS. 

-
From 26th of 

March - 7 6 10 9.3 

April - - 6J 54 68 187 

May - - 59 I 54 73 186 I 

June - - 66 70 97 233 

July - - 57 57 89 203 
A period of 9 months. 

August - 48 39 59 146 

September - 39 

I 
25 45 109 

October - 61 70 102 233 

November - 116 118 160 :194 

December - 94 104 147 345 ----1-------
612 I 597 850 2,059 

IRISH CASES REGISTERED. 

l\lln. Children. TOTAL. REMARKS. 

------1----------1---- -------------.--
January 

February -

March 

April 

May -

June -

July -

August 

September 

October 

November -

December -

118 149 

108 88 123 

124 125 160 

91 102 334 

101 

74 106 

45 143 

43 111 

I 50 130 

:: : t ~: I ::: 

___ i,9 __ I ___ 7_:1_1_~:~~ 
I 1,150 I 2,963 912 901 
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Return of the Number of Irish Mendicants who have applied for Relief-continued. 

IRISH CASES REGISTERED. 

1820. l\Icn . 'Vomen. Children. TOTAL. REMARKS. 

.. -- -----1----.1----1----1-----1-----.----

January 

February 

"larch 

April 

:\Iay -

June -

July -

August 

September -

October 

November -

December -

90 

Go 

71 

55 

65 

43 

4:) 

57 

30;; 

80 

7° 

52 

58 

3·~· 

115 

92 

87 

79 

80 

81 

110 

45 

G7 

57 

294 

247 

209 

188 

233 

122 

1.54 

In this year the Irish ap 
plicants were first divided 
into two classes; the firs 
(called Registered Cases 
consisted of Irish mendi 
cants; the second (called 
Non.registered Cases) in 
eluded those who applied to 
the Society with tickets 
which tbey had procured a 
the houses of subscribers 
but who had not solicited 
charity in the public streets 
of the latter class, the 
greater portion were per 
sons who had recentlyar
rived in this country from 
Ireland. 

37 1':;0 
In this year, the Act of ---------1---------- the 59th Geo. 3· c. 12. came 

1,089 899 1,45,~ ~3, 42 into 

59 5 

IRISH CASES NON-REGISTERED. 

1820. ~leH., Women. I Children. TOTAL. UEMARKS. 
--------' _____ 1 __ - _____ 1 ___________ _ 

From 

February 

March 

April 

May -

June 

July -

August 

September -

October 

November -

December -

I 
13 15 11 39 into operation; and as the 

effect of that Act "''"s sud-
13 19 1~ 41- denly to deprive the Irish 

13 10 5 28 of Parochial Relief in this 
country, the applications to 

10 12 13 35 the Society on the part of 
the resident Irish, greatly 

8 7 9 24 increased. 

8 3 9 20 

IS 8 8 31 

9 2 5 16 

8 10 13 31 

16 12 11 39 

-1_~_~_~ __ ~_1 
I I

, 
1~7 110 III 348 
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Return of the Number ofIrish Mendicants who have applied for Relief-continued. 

IRISH CASES REGISTERED. 

182 I. Men. Women. Children. I TOTAL. REMARKS. 
I - ------i 
I 

Janaary - - 52 32 50 I 134 I 
i 

February - - 57 42 54 I 153 
i 

March - - 50 49 63 

I 
162 

April - - 29 27 32 88 

May - - - 40 32 41 113 

June - - - 13 10 ~o 43 

July - - - 29 15 25 69 

August - - 26 2~ 3+ 82 

September - 14 9 11 34 

October - - 36 25 36 97 

November - - 20 30 19 6~ 

December - - 41 40 61 142 

---------
407 333 446 1,186 

IRISH CASES NON-REGISTERED. 

1821. Men. I Women. I Children. TOTAL. I REMARKS. 
I I 

I 
January - - 46 26 i 19 91 

! 
.February - - 9 4 : - 13 

I 
March - - 16 13 20 49 

April - - 22 : 15 21 58 

May - - -
i 

,G 43 65 184 

June - - - 7') 37 50 166 

July - - - 7 1 36 53 160 

August - - 76 41 63 180 

September - 52 31 40 123 

October - - 78 66 84 228 

November - - l~O I- I 95 287 

December _ r., 95 I ii I 107 279 ~ 

r~6-1 F -----
740 1,818 
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Return of the Number of Irish Mendicants who have applied for Relief-continued. 

IRISH CASES REGISTERED. 

\ \Vomen. Children. TOTAL. RElIIARKS. 

\------------
___ 11'12 2_. __ 1 __ 1\_1<_"_._ 

I 
JUlIuary I 

February 

March 

April 

May -

June -

July -

August 

September 

October 

November -

December -

January 

February 

March 

April 

May -

June 

July -

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

.')50. 

I 3g 47 145 
I 

36 I 
~3 III 

31 4g 134 
In this Year, the Society 

made arrangements for offer-
j+ 

39 Ig -21 79 ing work to all able-bodied 

46 358 
mendicants; which although 

93 attended with the best effects 

21 32 109 in respect to beggars in ge-
nerai, was found, even at the 

56 

20 30 96 lowest possible wages, to 
increase the number of Irish 

37 25 5g 121 applicants,mnny of whom, it 

14 23 63 was ascertained, had been 
induced to leave Ireland in 

31 43 1'22 the hope of obtaining it. 

41 23 26 90 

5'! 32 49 133 

--7:-;-~----;--1--1';-
IRISH CASES NON-REGISTERED. 

Men. Women. \~~ TOTAL. RE~!ltRKS. 

---------------------
I 

111 70 I 91 281 

67 6.5 83 ~15 

64- ().-) 83 212 

69 36 53 1,8 

46 39 48 133 

36 41 63 14n 

95 53 63 211 

72 S:i 47 17+ 

36 41 59 136 

43 39 51 133 

48 44 .56 148 

4 E 
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Return of the Number of IriBh Mendicants who have applied for Relief-continued. 

IRISH CASES REGISTERED. 

--~---

I 1823. IIIen. \Vomen. I Children. TOTAL. REMARKS. 
; 

i -----
I 

January. - - 34 38 63 13.5 

February - - 24 24 : 35 83 
, 

March - - 47 40 I 51 138 

April • - - 34 41 
I 

59 ]34 

May - - - 14 14 17 45 

June - - - 20 IZ 22 54 

July - - - 22 17 2-;) 64 

August - - 12 7 12 3 1 

September - - 4 9 II 24 

October - - IS 6 13 34 

November - · 24 19 ;p 75 

December. - 38 25 56 119 

288 25 2 396 936 

IRISH CASES NON-REGISTERED. 

__ 1_82_3_. --l~_. _ Women. Children. TOTAL. REMARKS. 

January - · 187 87 61 335 

February - · 96 54 63 21 3 

March - - 8s 79 73 237 

April - - · 71 58 69 198 

May - . - 118 55 76 2~9 

June - - - 109 S6 64 229 

July - . - 89 71 68 ~28 

August - - 88 56 73 21 7 
September - - 54 58 44 156 

October - - 66 61 49 176 

November - - 81 57 42 180 

December - - 92 73 53 218 

1,136 765 I 735 2,636 

I 
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Return of the Number of Irish ;\Iendicants who have applied for Rdief- eontinued. 

IRISH CASES HEGISTERED. 

___ 1_8_2_4_' __ I~_. _ -=~ Childr~ _T_O __ T_A_L_._I ____ I1_,E_.~_a_R_K_·S_. __ _ 

January 

February -

March 

April -

May -

June -

July -

August 

September - -

October 

November -

December -

37 

39 

3+ 

34 

-, 
13 

351 

f..fen. 

35 

19 

18 

21 

21 

10 

15 

27 

44 

56 

45 

43 

30 

30 

22 

55 

98 

95 

53 

5i 

114 

IRISH CASES NON-REGISTERED. 

\VmIlCH. Children. TOTAL. 

---------------------

Jan>lary 

February -

March 

April -

May -

June -

July -

August 

September -

October 

November -

December -

225 

17 1 

101 

81 

86 

68 

35 

11 

37 

47 

39 

175 

131 

Sg 

80 

91 

55 

61 

173 

103 

66 

72 

60 

82 

52 

59 

18 

.373 

135 

155 

Gg 

REMARKS. 
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Return of the Number of Irish Mendicants who have applied for Relief-continued. 

IRISH CASES REGISTERED. 

___ 1_8_J_S. ___ 
1

. __ h_Ie_n_. _ wom~l~r=- TOT.~I-___ I.\_E_·lI_!_A._R._K_·S_. __ • __ 

January -

February 

March 

April 

May -

June -

July -

August 

September 

October 

November -

December -

182S· 

--------
January - -
February - -
March - -

April - -
May - - -
June - -
July - - -
August - -
September -
October - -
Novembrr - -
December - -

18 16 

ID 

19 21 

20 

12 

15 

6 10 

12 10 

13 

188 17D 

2;) 

16 

19 

~7 

3+ 

30 

47 

35 

5+ 

IRISH CASES NON·REGISTERED. 

Men. I ,".romen. Childrl!ll. TOTAL. 

---------

75 87 98 260 

64 63 69 196 

,8 108 79 26S 

47 55 SI 153 

39 43 42 124 

4~ 56 49 147 

36 48 38 122 

26 41 32 99 

2-I 60 64 lSI 

24 47 51 122 

41 63 56 160 

50 7~ 69 191 

-----
549 74,) 698 1,990 

RE:lIARKS. 

------------

I 
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Return of the Number of Irish Mendicants who have applied for Relief-continued, 

IRISH CASES REGISTERED, 

___ 1_8_26_' ___ I __ l\ __ !_cn_,_ -==~ ~~ ~TAL' I ___ R~' 
January 

February -

March 

April 

May -

June -

July -

August 

September 

October 

November -

December -

1826, 

January -
February -
March -
April -
May - -
June - -
July - -
August -
September 

October -
November -

December -

550 • 

_I 
i 

11 

9 

7 

45 

11 

12 

18 

10 

1 ~ 

9 

2:) 

13 

12 

Ig 

18 

11 

23 

9 

57 

54 

32 

39 

34 

32 

44 

'2;) 

110 

88 

75 

74 

61 

J----J-------------
395 

IRISH CASES NON-REGISTERED, 

I 

I Men, Women. Children, TOTAL. 

- 122 139 
I 

130 391 

- gg !)O 73 262 

- 73 6g 58 ~oo 

- 48 6g 7U 187 

- 84 70 7i 23 1 

- 97 100 106 30 3 

- 66 Ii!) 70 205 

- 43 71 82 196 

- 31 53 6. 146 

- 56 77 97 230 

- 92 113 13~ 337 

. 106 113 87 306 

---------
917 1,033 1,04"1- 2,994 

4E3 

RElIIARKS, 

-
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Return of the Number of Irish Mendicants who have applied for Relief-continued. 

IRISH CASES REGISTERED. 

\ 

I 

I I 1827. Men, "'omen. I Child,en. TOTAL. REMAHKS. 

.----- ! 
January - - 19 19 ! J~ I 77 

1 

I I February - - 4 6 18 28 

March 
, 

22 ,}6 A period of five mOllth, .. - - 14 10 I 
I 

April - - 11 11 

I 
15 37 

To 31st May - 13 13 17 43 

61 59 I 
111 231 

IRISH CASES NON-itEGISTERED. 

1827. lIIen. 'Vamen. Children. TOTAL. I REMARKS. 

January - - 372 397 551 1,320 

1 

February - - 413 487 642 1,542 

March - - 204 190 198 592 A period offive months. 

April - - 96 104 103 303 
'fo 31st May - 102 9° 107 299 

1,187 1,268 1,601 4,05-6-1 

GRAND TOTAL. 

IRISH CASES REGISTERED. IRISH CASES NON-REGISTERED. 

I I 
TOTAL. 

___________ J\_Ie_n_. __ \_r_",_",_". __ C_h_ild_re_n_. _T_O_T_A_L_. _ ~ ~ _C_h_i!_d_re_n._I __ T_O_T_A_l_. _____ _ 

From 26 Mar. to 31 Dec. 

1818 - -
From J Jan. to 31 Dec. 

1819 - -
1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1 824 
,3'25 

1826 - -

To 31St lIIay 
1827 - -

912 

1,089 

40 7 

597 850 

1,150 

1,454 

446 

508 

396 

49° 
285 

395 

2,963 

3,442 

1,186 

1,561 

936 

B7 

740 

741 

1,136 

929 

549 

917 

1,005 

743 

1,033 

111 

61 7 
759 

735 
868 

698 

1,044 

1,268 1,601 61 59 111 231 1,187 

4,863 ~I 6,085 --14-',-9-49-.
1
--6,-3-2-6- --5'-9-9-1- --6,-4-33-

TOTAL Irish Applicants in 1826 

in the present Year 

348 

1,818 

2,106 

2,636 

2,802 

1,990 

2,994 

being an excess of 476 in five months beyond the number during the whole of last year. 

1:,059 

2,963 

3,790 

3,004 

3,667 

3,572 

3,90 4 

2,64':1 

3,811 

33,699 
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Appendix, N° 8. 

A RETURN showing the Increase of hiSH ROM A:\ CATHOLICS 

In London and its vicinity. 

THE following Tabular List is the result of the Examination of the Registries of Sixteen 
Roman Catholic Chapels in Lon<1on and its immediate vicinity. 

Number Multiply The rest 
Of which 

of h.\' 30, principally 
In the Year Baptisms. Catholic Populatiun. 

One-tenth Eugli ... h. I lri~h. 

'---v---' -------
1819 2,6/t6 79,380 ,,938 71,442 

1820 ~,778 83,340 8,334 75,006 

1821 2,876 86,280 8,G28 i7,o:j':! 

1822 3,191 95,730 9,573 86,157 

1823 3,440 103,200 10,320 92,880 

18"4 3,847 115,410 11,541 103,869 

1825 4,13 1 123,930 I·Z,393 III ,537 

1826 4,437 133,110 13,311 119,799 

Appelldix, N· 9. 

ACCOUNTS RELATING TO IRELAND. 

-lo-

AN ACCOUNT of the Sums paid in Ire/and, in each of the last Five Years, 
for the LINEN BOA ltD. 

N(Jte.-THE Payments made before the passing of tbe Act for assimilating the Currencies 
of the two Conntries, as well as those ma<1e alier it, af{' stated in llritish Money. 

YEARS 

'-v-' 

Ended 5th January 18~3 

-- 1824 

-- 1825 

-- 1826 

-- 1827 

Linen Office, } 

June 13th, 18~7. 

- -
- -
- -
- -
- -

£. 

PARLI,lliENTARY APPROPRIATED 

GRANT. DlJTIES. 
TOTAL. 

--------
£. s. d. £. s. d. £. $. d. 

19,938 9 2! 42 7 8 10 ! 20,365 18 -

19,938 9 2~ 
4 27 2 13 1 20,211 2 3t 

19,938 9 2t- 183 7 5i 20,121 16 8 

19,938 9 2t li8 1 21 20,116 10 5f 

19,938 9 2 - - - 19,938 9 ~ 

------
99,69~ 6 1 1,061 10 7~ 100,753 16 8A • 

For the Secretary, 

Edtcf Lauglz/in, Clerk of the Minutes. 

4 E 4 
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AN ACCOUNT of the Sums paid from the Exchequer in Ireland, in each of the Years ending 5th January 1823, 1824, 1825, 1826 and 1827, for the 
following PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS; also of all Sums paid in the same Years for PUBLIC WORKS, showing what part is to be repaid. 

SERVICE. 

PI;ULIC INSTITUTIONS: 

tl-'tant Charter Schools - - - - - - - -
lise of Industry - - - - - - - -
IIltlling Hospital - - - - - - - -
lal" O"phan Huuse - - - - - - -
ell Boa:-d - - - - - - - -
Icrnian SO(..:iety - - - - - - -
I'ine Socie[y - - - - - - -
icty for discountenancing Yicc - - - - - - -

1'1'I1LIC WORKS: 

Imp"oving l'ost Roads, per 4.) Geo. 3. ~. 43 - - -
lluildillf( Gaols, pCI' 50 Geo. 3. c. 103. - - - -
Public 'Yorks and Employment of the Poor, per 57 Geo. 3· c. :J.l1. 

,\ 124. and 3 Geo. 4. c. II~. - - - - - .J 
Public Works and Helier oCthe 1'00", pCI' :J (ieo. 4, c. 34. sec. 2. 

Ditto - - - - - . - - - per 3 Ceo. 4. c. 3+ sec. + 
Ditto . - - - - - - - - pel' 3. Geo. 4. c. 84. - -
the ('olllmissioners of Inland Navigations, for repairing certain} 
~oads alHi Bridges, per (j Gl'o. 4. C. 101, .. ... ... - ... 

ElIll'ln)'llIent of the Poor in lrelHlId, and other purposes relating 1. 
,,-rcte> - . - - - - - - - - - J 
"lUUle I.lis IIIajesty to tuke slIch measures as the exigency of aff'lirs} 
ay reqUIre - .. - ... ... ~ ... .. ... .. 

Virc Treasurer's Office. } 
lllh June 18·~7. 

YEAR YEAR 
ending 5th Jillluary ending 5th January 

,8'3· .8'4. 

£. s. d. £. s. d. 

23,153 16 11 14,769 4 7:1: 
13,846 3 1 19,000 - -
30,000 - - 27,667 - -
'2,347 - - 1,930 - -

IfJ,938 9 t 1. • 19,938 9 2* 
7,600 - - 7,500 - -
1,600 - ..! 1,600 - -
6,464 - - 4,61 5 7 8! • 

5,682 8 2 ! • 2,455 2 6 

31,697 I 6! • 14,552 I J 11 f 

53,453 16 3f 27,01 3 1 9~ 

12,425 - I - - -
30,4G1 10 9 12,313 16 II 

90 ,830 1 8 4,584 14 sf 

- - - - - -

92,307 13 10 i 3,692 6 1 i 

92,307 13 10! 4·3,412 6 J t 

YEAR I YEAR I YEAR endiug 5th Jilnuarl ending 5th January eliding 5th January ---
.8'5. I .8.6. IB2j. 

£. s. d. £. s. d. £. ,'. d. 

23,845 15 4! 15,61 5 - - 25,500 - -
19,769 4 71 19,174 12 3t 10·7Sj) - -
27,667 - - 34,478 - - 31,000 - - . 

1,200 - - 2,439 - - I,GOO - -
19,938 9 2J. 

4 19,938 9 21. • IU·938 9 2t 
2,769 4 71 12,230 15 4t 7,tIOO - -
1,600 - - 1,600 - - 1,GO(} - -
6,,69 12 3i 8,579 - - 8,000 - -

524 15 11 f 1,513 IS -i 3,.319 11 - To be repaid. 
12,884 13 2 29,763 11 6 A 48,.So ID .1 i To bt' repaid. 1 

48,107 6 2 t 65, 183 - I 73,8:16 12 II; To be repaid (with Interest -, 
- - - . - - . - - To be repaid. 

- - - - - - - - - To be repaid. 
- . - - - - - - - To be repaid. 

. - - 461 10 91 1,500 - - To be repaid. 

- - - 4,000 - - - - - Not to be repaid. 

60,461 10 9! 3,818 9 21. . - - - Not to be repaid. 

TV. Blacka, 

D. Vice Treasurer. 
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FISHEIUES OF IRELAND. 

ACCOUNT of tbe Sums paid in Ireland, for h'HERY BUU!';TIES, in each of the last 

Five Years, ended 5th of AprillS23, 10:.:!4, IS-,5, 1826 and IS27. 

YEAR 
ended Lltll April 

18'3· 

YEAR 
ended 5th April 

16'4· 

YEAR 
ended 5th April 

1825· 

YI>AR 
ended 5th April 

1U06. 

ended 5th April 

1807. 

TOTAL. 

593 

--------1---------·----
£. •. d. £. s. d. £. 5. d. £. s. d. £... d. £. s. d. 

Irisb. 
I Irish. 

19,461 12 11 27,G:!1 9 10 i 

I {'" ",,, .. C""OC, 
Tn British Currellcy. 

17,964 11 11 ~ 25,469 15 3! 

5,JO' 

Irish Fishery Ofrice, Dublin,} 

19th June 1827. 

Irish. 

30 ,642 11 9 - - -

Iu Briti~h Currency. British Currency. Britil>il Currency. Bl'itbh Currency. 

28,285 9 3t 18,7 19 7 3 13,593 15 9 lO4,O;j'2 19 6 ~ 

H. Townsend. SecT. 

4 
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Appendix, i\"0 10. 

P~\PERS and l\I.\PS delivered in to the Committee, 
20th Febrllary 1827. 

EXH IBIT of the System pursued by the C nited States in the surveying and 
disposal of the Public Domain; illustrated by several accompanying I\IAPs 
(marked 1. 2. 3.4.) of Townships, and a connected (ideal) SURVEY (marked 5.) 
of a Tract of Country; inclosing Copy of the Law of 1820, abolishing the old 

Credit System of Sales, and establishing the System of Prompt Payrn~nt. 

SIR, 

Treasury Department, 
Genl Land Office, 14 April 1826. 

AGREEABLY to your request, I have the honour herewith to transmit a packet 
containing an exhibit of the system pursued by the United States in the surveying and 
disposal of the public domain, illustrated by several accompanying Map$ of Townships, and 
a connected (ideal) survey of a tract of country. 

Enclosed is a copy of the law of 1820, abolishing the old credit system of sales, and 
establishing tbe system of prompt payment, and which reduced the minimum price from 
$ 2 to $1 ,'Jo per acre. In addition to the information afforded by the documents trans
mitted hercwitl-" the volume of Land Laws (new edition 1817,) containing, under the head 
of surveying, all the details respecting the mode of surveying, will, it is believed, furnish 
all the information you request. 

I have the honour to be, with high consideration, your obedient servant, 
Geo. Graham. 

The Honbl• Daniel 'Yebster. 
House of Representatives. 

Of the lIfode of Surveying and Sellillg the public Lallds. 

THE uniform Mode in which the public Lands are surveyed, conduces in the greatest 
possible degree to compactness of settlement: This method is Hectangular. 

The greatest division of land is called a Township, containing the quantity of 23,040 
acres. The township is six English or American miles square, and is subdivided into 
thirt.1J-six equal divisions.or sqnare miles (by lines crossi?g each oth~r at. right angles) 
called Sections. The sectIon contaIns 640 acres. The sectIOn IS subdIVIded Illto four parts 
called Quarter-$ectiom, each of which contains 160 acres; the quarter-section is subdivided 
ioto two equal parts,containing eighty acres each, ca!l~d." Half-quarter .sections,:' ?r" Eighths 
of sections," which last IS the smallest regular subdlvl&lOn. The sectIOnal dIVISIons and the 
quarter-sectional divisions are both designate? b.l: appropriate marks in the field, each of 
which being peculiar, they can always be dlst~ngulshed from each other. The Italfquurter 
sectiom are not marked in the field, but are deSignated on the plot of survey by the Surveyor
General, who designates the distance on one of the ascertained lines, to be cut off, in order 
to get the quantity of sllch half-quarter section as exhibited by his plot of survey. Those 
fractional sections containing ltS$ than one hUlldred alld sixty acres are not liable to be 
subdivided, agreeably to law. Those fractional sections containing 160 acres and upwards 
are liable to be sub~iyided in suc~ ?lan?er as to 'preserve the most compact and convenient 
forms. The subdlvlslOnal hnes ot tractIOnal sections are not run in the field; but, as in the 
case of half-quarter sections, the Surveyor-General designates in the plot of survey the 
distance necessary to be run on one of the a>;certuined lines, in order to cut off the quantity 
required. Those lines, if rnn at all, must be laid off at the expense of the purchaser. 

Of Ranges. 

A Range is any series of contiguous townships laid off from north to south. The 
Ranges are numbered from the base line north, and from the u~se line south. They are 
counted from the meridian east and west.-(See Ideal Sketch 1\0 I. for the lllustratioD of 
the Mode of Surveying.) On this sketch will be found as many of the peculiarities of the 
public surveys as could conveniently be introducpd. The surveys coloured red are supposed 
to be private claims of individuals, around which the public lands are surveyed. The 
fractional tracts occasioned by the interruption of those claims are indicated by the red 
lines; a specimen uf the interference of a lake is also given. 

The 
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The sixte~nth section, coloured blue, is the land appropriated for schools, being the -h part 
o.f the pubhc land,. Sketches ~o.2 and 3 exhibit tbe manner of surveying on certain 
rivers, lakes and bayons, where It IS desirable to acqnire a certain front on such water, in 
which case the tract runs back ~(Il: quantity. The COllnection of such surveys with the 
regular publIc surveys IS also exhlblled, together with specimens of the field notes of the 
surveyor. 

Of the Duties of a Surveyor General. 

IT is the duty of the Surveyor General to superintend the execution of the Public 
Surveys, which are made by Deputy Surveyurs acting under his authority. 

Whenever the public int~rest re~uire~ that a certain portion of territory be brought into 
market for the accommouatlOn of lll(hvHluals, settlers, and others, who may wish to become 
purchasers, the Ex€clltive issues instructions to this officer, through the Commissioners of 
the General Land Office, at the seat of government, to have such portion of territory 
surveyed. The Surveyor General makes this requisition publicly known to those individuals 
who are in the habit of contracling for public surveys; and a contract for the execution of 
such surveys is entered into between that officer and the Deputy Surveyor. 

The contract is given to the IOTust bidder, provided the Surveyor General be fully satisfied 
of his c~pability to fulfil his contract at the price stipulated, in a bolta fide manner. If 
satisfaction in this respect be not offered to the Surveyor General, he makes a tender of the 
contract to the next lowest bidder, and so on. 

The maximum price established by law for executi[)g the pnblic surveys, is three dollars 
per mile in the upland and prairie countries. In the southern section of the United States, 
when the surveys are more or less frequently interrupted by bayons, lakes and swamps, the 
ma~ill1um is established at four dollars per mile. The Deputy Surveyor is bound by his 
contract to make a report to the Surveyor General of the field notes of the survey o( each 
township, accompanied by a plot of such township. From such field notes he is ellahled 
to test the accuracy of the plot returned to him oy his deputy, and also to check the correct
ness of his calculations of the quantity of each section, fractional section, and legal sub
division thereof in each township. From this evidence three plots are caused to be prepared 
by the Surveyor General, one of which is for his own office, another for the use of the 
Register of the proper Land Office, to enable him to sell the land, and the third copy is 
transmitted to the Commissioners of the General Land Office. The Surveyor General is 
also a disbursing officer. All payments to his deputies for surveys are made by him. He 
draws on the Secretary of .he Treasury, from time to time, through the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, for such sums as are necessary. He accounts for his disbursements 
quarter yearly. His accoullts are auuited by the first auditor of the Treasury, they having 
previously undergone the scrutiny of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, as 
respects the execlltion of the surveys charged for. Thefinal eraminatioll of those accounts 
rests with the first Comptroller of the Trea<;ury, and ultimately they are registered in the 
office of the Registf'r of the Treasury. 

Under this head. it may he observed, that the government has !,:enerally found it expe
dient to authorize the surveying of forty townships of land annually, ill each land district, 
so as to admit of two sales of public auction in each year, of twenty townships each. 

The public lands are laid off into land districts, for each of which there are two officers 
appointed by the President of the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, one of whom is styled the Register of the Land Office, and the other the Receiver 
of Public Monies. 

Of the Duties of the Registel' of a Land Office. 

THIS Officer is required to keep books of the forms accompanying, viz. Journlll, Ledger, 
Sales Book, Tract Book, Register of CertificatE'S of Purchase. 

The Tract Book exhibits in regular tlumerical oruer of section, township and range, all 
the lands in the district, beginning wilh the 10Vlest number of the section ill each towtlihip 
or fractional township. In this book eight spaces are left for each full section of 640 acres, 
a space being left for each 80 acre lot into which such section is subdivisible, and a propor
tionable number of spaces for each subdivision of 80 acres, into which each fractional section 
is subdivisible. 

The application of a purchaser is first made to the Uegister of the Land Office, who 
indorses a .certificate on such application (of the forlll given), which is taken by th~ pur
chaser to the Receiver of Puhlic Monies, to whom he makes payment, and who Issues 
duplicate receipts for the same, one of which is given to the purchaser a<; his eVidence of 
right, until he receives a patent from the United States, at which time it is surreQd~red. 
The other receipt is handed to the Register, who enters the sale in his book. The Register 
makes monthly returns of sales to the Commissioner of the Gener~l La~d Office, ~~com
panied by the receipts of the Receiver above alludeu to, together With IllS own certificates 
of purchase, on which patent. are issued at the General Land Office, an~ transmltt~ to 
the Register (free of postage), to be distributed among the purchasers. ThiS officer receives 
a compensation of $ 500 per annum, anu a commission of one per centuOl on all sales. . 

550. 4 F 2 OJ 

Exhibit of system 
pursued by the 
United States 
in surveying and 
disposal of tbe 
Public Domain. 
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Of the Duties if a Rccci.'er of Public j1;Jonies. 

HE receives the purchase money of the sales, issuE's receipts to the purchasers for the 
same, and accounts therefore to the Treasury. The state of Ills fiscal concerns is reported in 
an aggregate form at. the end of every month, to the Secretar.1J fif the TreaslIrg, agreeable 
to whose directIOns Ills dIsbursements are made; tillS return enables the !::iecretary to regulate 
his drafts on the office. He also transmit!', to the General Land OfficI', a monthly return "f 
the payments made to him by purchasers, which corresponds with the monthly return lIlade 
by the Hegist~r of the Land Office. He also furnishes an account at the end of every quarter 
of the calender year, which is a transcript from the general accounts in his ledcrpr, under the 
head of " Sales of Public Lallds," Cash, " Commission, incidental E:rpeuse~ and United 
States Accoullt," as exhibited in the forms herewith. These quarterly transcripts are audited 
at the General Land Office, and a report on the examination is made to the first Comptroller, 
who finally settles them. From these accounts, the correctness or incorrectness of the 
Receiver's books is always ascertained. This officer I'eceives an annual compensation of 
$500, and one per cent commission ou all the monies accounted for. 

It will be perceived that the Register and Receiver act as a check upon each other. The 
duplicate receipts for payments in the hands of the purchasers, is a further check on them 
both; for as the purchaser cannot receive a patent for his land until the evidence of pay
ment appears on the books of the General Land Office, no attempt at collusion could fail 
to be detected. 

Of the Duties of the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

TH E Duties of this officer will be found designated in the copy of an Act of the Congress 
passed on the 25th day of April 1812, intituled," An Act for the establishment of a Geneml 
Lwd Orrice in the Department of the Treasury." 

They may be classed as follows, viz. 

The General Land Office being a branch of the Treasury Department, is, as such, con
sequently under the general supervision of the Secretary of the department. The Com
missioner has the superintendence of every officer's duties connected with the land df'part
ment. The Surveyors General acting under his instructions in surveying the land, and 
the Registers and Receivers in the sale thereof. In this office, maps of all the surveys of 
land in each land district, are prepared from the returns of surveys made by the Surveyor 
General. 

All the lands in each land district, are designated in books in regular numerical order of 
sections, townships and ranges. From the monthly returns made by the Register and 
Receiver of each land district, the tracts sold from time to time are also designated in 
these books, the object of which is to check the sales. As patents are from time to time 
issued, every particular is entered in its appropriate column in such books. He audits and 
settles the quarterly accounts of the Receivers of public money. These accounts are com
pared and rigidly scrutinized with the receipts for payments made by individuals, whicb 
(as before stated) had previously accompanied the monthly returns of the Register ~I the 
Land Office, and with the warrants of the Treasury founded on the vouchers tor disburse
ments, which had previously accompanied the monthly account which the Receiver had 
rendered to the Secretary of the Treasury. The quart.erly account is then submitted to the 
first Comptroller of the Treasury for final revision, accompanied by the Commissioners 
report of the result of his examination, together with a particular statement of the errors 
found in the account. The Receiver is also immet.liately apl'ri~ed of the errors, in order 
that he may correspond with the Comptroller in relation to them. The charges suspended 
by the Commissioner may afterwards be admitted by the Comptroller, on the production 
of satisfactory evidence. 

All patents for lands sold or conceded by the government, emanate from this office·, 
under the seal tbereof, signed by the President of the United States, and countersigned by 
the COmlDIssloner. The records of all such patents are preserved in this office. 

Requisitions of the Surveyor General for the funds necessary to defray the expense of 
the public surveys, are made through the medium of the Commissioner. 

The quarterly accounts of the Surveyor General are tirst transmitted to the Commissioner. 
who certifies that the surveys charged for are duly executed, prior to the adjustment of 
such accounts by the first Auditor of the Treasury, subsequent to which, the Surveyo~ 
Gelleral is credited in the books of the Treasury for the disbursements accounted for. 
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A. 
REGISTER'S OFFICE. 

FORM of APPLIC/tTlONS for the purchase of Public Lands. 

Davidsonville, July 31, 1820. 

I, Charles Martin, of Pittsburg, do hereby apply for the purchase of section No. I~, 
township N° 4, of range l'\°3, containing 640 acres, according to the returns of the 
Surveyor General; for which I have agreed with the Register to give at the rate of 
$1 T!J~ per acre. 

(signed) ClIarles Martin. 

B. 
FORl\1 of CERTIFICATE to be indorsed on the application by the Register. 

I, A. B. Register of the Land Office at Davidsonville, do hereby certify, That the section, 
[half section, quarter section, &c. as tile case may be] above described, contains 640 acres 
as mentioneu, and that the price agreed upon is $ 1 ,v" per acre., 

(signed) A. B. Register. 

Note.-Tbe applications, after tbe purcbase money sball bave been paid, are to be returned to tbe 
Register of the Land Office, by whom they are to be filed in regular order. 

I. 

Land Office at Davidsonville. 
July 1, 18~o. 

ON this day sold at Public Auction, the following Lands, to the following named Persons, viz. 

I.-East half of the N. E. quart~r of section 
Town,bip 
Hange 

!!.-Westhalfofthe N. E. quart~r of sEction 
Towllship 
Range 

a.-East balf of the N. E. quarter of section 
Township 
Range 

2 1 Containing 80 acres, to John Jackson, of Car-
4 J' lisle, at the rate of $ 2 per acre, amounting to 
3 $160. 

3} Containing 80 acres, to Philip Jones, of Phila· 
4 delphia, at the rate of $ 1,1l. per acre, amount· 
3 ing to .$ 100. 

4 } Containing 80 acres, to ditto, at the rate of 
~ $ I -{-ooo per acre, amounting to $ 120. 

Tbe parties respectively having produced to me the receipts of tbe Receiyer of !,ublic Monies, 
numbered 1, 2, and 3, for the entire purchase money of the several half quarter sechons purchased 
by them. 

July 31, 1820. 

ON tbis day sold to Charles Martin, of Pittsburg, section 12, townsbip N° 4. of range N° 3, COD

taining, according to the r~turns of tbe Surveyor General, 640 acres, at. tbe rate o~ one dollar and 
twenty-five rents per acre, for tbe entire purchase money, for which sectIo~, amou.ntmg to $800, the 
said Charles Martin bas produced to me the receipt of the Receiver of Public Momes, numbered 4· 

September 4. 1820. 

ON this dav sold to Thomas Jenkins, of Bedford, west half of the N. W. quarter of section N° 20. 
township N° 6, of range N° I, containing, aClording to tbe returns of tbe Surveyor General, 80 ac~es, 
at the rate of $ l-(io per acre, fo: the entire purchase money for which half quarter sectIOn, ~mount~ng 
to $100, the said Thomas Jenkms has produced to me the receipt of the Receiver of PublIc Momel" 

numbered 5. 

5.',0· 
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II. 

FORM of a CERTIFICATE to be granted to a Purchaser after the terms of the 
Law shall have been complied with on his part. 

.. Marginal check 
to be retained in a 
book, the certificate 
to be cut out. 
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Land Office at Davidsonville, July 1, 1820. 

WI. 

IT i. hereby certified, That, in pursuance oflaw, John Jackson, of Carlisle, 
011 this day purchased of the Register of the Land Office at Davidsonville, 
the lot or east half of the N. E. quarter of section N'~, township N' 4, of 
range N' 3, containing 80 acres, at the rate of two dollars per acre, amount
in~ to $ 160. for which balf quarter section, [or section, half section, or 
quarter section, as the case may be], the said John Jackson having made 
payment in full as required by law; Now, therefore, be it known, That on 
presentation of this certificate to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, the said John Jackson shall be entitled to receive a patent for 
tbe lot or half quarter section, [section, &c. af tlte case may he] above 
described. 

(signed) A. R. 

Regi.ter of the LallY Office. 
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III. 

REGISTER of CERTIFICATES granted, in pursuance of Law, to Purchasers of Public Lands, 

by A. B. Register of the Land Office at Davidsonville. 

TRACT PURCHASEO. 

E j 
Name 

~ U 
1: 

'0 of U 
'0 " Purchaser. .c 
~ 

Q 

0; 

A <'; 

of 

Residfnce . 

f ~o 
,.:; d1 
'0 '0 

~ 0 
Z 

QUtLntitJ" 

Acres. HLlths. Doll', Cellts. 

P.ale 

per 

Acre. 

Amonnt 

of 

Purchase Mon,.y 

paid. 

---1----____________________________ _ 

1820 : 

July 1st 1 John Jackson Carlisle _ { E ~f Sof~. E.} 4 
q' 0 EctlOn 2 3 80 160 
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IV. 

FORM OF JOURNAL. 

Land Office at Davidsonville, July I. 1820. 

f Cash. Dr To Sales of Public Lands: 

For this amount received by the Receiver of Public l\Ionies 
for the following Lands, sold this day at public auction, to 
the following-named persons: 

To John Jackson, of Carlisle, east half of the N. E. 
quarter of section N° 2, township N° 4, of range 
N° 3, containing 80 acres, at the rate of $ 2 per 
acre • • • • • - $160 

To Philip Jones, of Philadelphia. west half of 
the N. E. quarter of section N° 3. township 
N° 4, of range N° 3, containing 80 acres, at 
the rate of,$ 1 No per acre • - • 100 

To ditto . - • east half of the N. E. quarter of 
section N° 4. township N° 5, of range ~G 2, 

containing 80 acres, at the rate of ,$ 1 -tb"o 
per acre - • • • - • 120 

31 st. ------------

I Cash. Dr To Sales of Public Lands: 

For this amount received by the Receiver of Public Monies 
for section ]\;0 12, township N° 4, of range N° 3, sold to 
Charles ~lartin, of Pitt,burg, containing 640 acres, at the 
rate of $ 1 No per acre - - - - - .. 

Sept. 4, 1820. 

t Cash. Dr To Sales of Public Lands: 

For this amount received by the Receiver of Public lIIonies 
for west balfoftbe N. W.quarter of section N° 20, town
ship N° 6, of range N° 1, sold 10 Thomas Jenkins, at 
Bedford, containing 80 acres, at the rate of $ 1 -t,,'. per 
acre 

800 

100 

Total in the quarter ending 30 Sept. 1820 • $1,280 

30th . --------_._--

Sales of Public Lands, Dr To the United States: 

For this amount received by the Receiver of Public Monies, 
for Lands sold in the quarter ending on this day. - 1,280 

The United States, Dr To Cash: 

For amount received by the Receiver of Public :llonies, for 
Lands sold during this quarter· • _ - _ 
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{ To Sales of Public LandS,} 
as follows - - -

~ 

0 - Do • - - 0 -
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v. 
FORM OF LEDGER. 

CASH. 

Name N°or 
or Receil'er'. Dull'. 

Purchuer. Rec.ipt. 

John Jackson - - - 1. 160 

Philip Jones - - 0 ~. 100 

- Ditto - 0 - - 3· uo 

Charles Martin 0 - 4· 800 

Thomas Jenkins • 0 5· 100 

~ 
~ 

I $1,280 

cr 

Cent •• 

laRO. 

-

- Sept. 30. ~. By the U. States - - 3· 
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1820. 

Sept. 30 

Dr ~--~------Sales of Public Lands. C' 

1820. 

I ~ I To the United States I 3 /1,280 July I 

vr 
-- 31 

Sept. 4. 

Name 

of 

Purchaser. 

. 
1; 
.~ 

Tract Purchased. 

~ ..; c 

~.~ c"&Sd"~g 
~~ '£'£'BJj'~ 
~ ~Jl~:;.~ 
~ 'Q::;c;.~~ z z.,Q A 

... . 
o Q, 

]~ 
s i 
z~ 

Quantity. -
Rate 

per 

Acre. 

AlDOunt 

of 

Pu,rchase. 
~ ~ 

.Jj ~ 1---1--...... --
s ~ 

z"" Doll •• I CU. Acres. I Hdtb,. I Doll •• Ct •• 

.--1--'---
I I By Cosh, as follows 

r 

1 J ahn Jackson - - E. f of ~. E. qr'}l 
80 of sectIOn 2. 4 3 

-- Philip Jones - - 2 W. ~ of~. E. qr'}i 

2 160 , 

I 

1 __ 1- - - D' 
2' - - - D· 

of sectlCn 3. 4 3 80 25 100 ' 

Ditto 3 E. -l: of N. E. qrj 
80 of section 4. 6 2 1 50 120 • 

--I-I Charles Martin - 4 S. 12 4 3 640 
- __ Thomas Jenkins - 5 W. f of N. W. qr"} 

6 80 of section 20. 

1 25 Boo, 

25 100 ' 

~-----------------~ -

$I~I-=--
Note. -- Monthly extracts from this Account to be rendered to the Commissioner of the 

General Land Office, embracing the transactions of the Month for which the 
extract is rendered. 
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VI. 
FORM of a BOOK to be kept, in which the Returns of the Surveyor General are 

to be numerically entered. as follows, 'Viz • 

'S ... . '(; Quantity. 

] .~ 
o 0. 

~~ ~ 
~ 

To .. born .old. Place of Residence. WbOll.old. "" "S ~ ..c 0 e ~ e ~ ZOO Z~ Z~ Acres. Hdth •• 

-------
I 1 1 fi40 -

Whole, A. B.- Pittsburg - - - July 20, 1820. 

1--------
2 I 1 640 -

, 
ast half 320 - C.D. - - - Philadelphia - - August I, 1820. 

West half 320 - E.F. - - - Lancaster . - -

----- ---
3 1 1 640 -
WestfofS.E.~ 80 - G.H. . - - Davidsonville Sept4, 1820. -

- Note.-After inserting a Section, eight lines are to 
be left blank, in which the Sales, as made, are 
to be en teredo 

I 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION :-1827' 

A. 
RECEIVER'S OFFICE. 

FORM OF JOURNAL. 

Receiver's Office at Davidsonville, July 1, 1820. 

I Cash. Dr Sales of Public Lands: 

For this amount per receipt3 granted to the following 
named persons, being in full for the following lands pur
chased by them respectively, at Public Sales, on this 
day; viz. 

N° 1. To John Jackson of Carlisle, for East balf of the 
N. E. quarter of section N° 2, townsbip N° 4, of 
range N° 3, containing 80 acres at the 
rate of $2 per acre - - - $160 

N° 2. To Philip Jones of Philadelphia, for West 
balf of the N. E. quarter of section N° 3, 
township N° 4, of range N° 3, containing 
80 acres at the rate of ,$ 1 ~o per acre ,$ 100 

N° 3. To ditto, for East bali of the N. E. quarter 
of section N° 4, township N° 5, of range 
N° z, containing 80 acres, at the rate 
of .'iJ 1 .'..7" per acre - - -,$ 120 

1----------------31st-----------------

f Cash. Dr To Sales of Puhlic Lands: 

For eight hundred dollars per receipt N° 4, granted 
to Charles Martin of Pittsburg, being in full for 
section N° 12, township N° 4, of range N° 3, 
purchased by him, contailling 640 acres, at the 
rate of ,$ 1 -1.,'" per acre - - - - -

Sept. 4, 1820. 

t Cash. Dr To Sales of Public Lands: 

For eight hundred dollars per receipt N° 5, granted to 
Thomas Jellkins of Bedford, being for West half 
of the N. W. quarter of section N° 20, township 
N° 6, of range N° 1, purcbased by him, containing 
80 acres, at the rate of,$ 1 1-0'(5 per acre - -

380 

800 

100 

605 
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Form of Journal-continued. 

!I To incidental Expenses: 

3 

4 

For amount of expenditures under that head during} 
this quarter as explained in that account - -

To Commission account: 
For this amount as explained in that account 

Commission account. Dr (To Cash:) 

For this sum paid to the Register as per hiS} 
receipt N° 7, being his commission ,.f 
one per cent on $1,280," the amount -1280 
expressed in the receipts filed and en-
tered by him for Public Lands sold in 
this quarter - - - - -

For my commission at one per cent on} 
$1,017 108cS· accounted for and paid 
over this quarter - - - -

• 10 18 

• See note below, eJ:plaining the manner in which tbe!le lIuml are to be 
ascertained. 

Sales of Public Lands. Dr To the V nited States: 

For one thousand two hundred and eighty dollars, 
being the amount received this quarter, for Public 
Lands sold, in the same as per account rendered to 

~95 

the Treasury - - - - - - - 1,~80 

Cash (new account:) 

To Cash (old acconnt) 

For this sum, being the balance of Cash in my 
hands on this day, subject to Treasury drafts -

The United States (old account) 

To the United States (new account:) 

For this 8um being the balance of Cash in my 
hands on tbis day - - - -

98 

98 

O~ 

02 

Note.-To ascertain the sum on which the Receiver's commisaion is to be 
calculated, a~d the amount of cOiDmission, the following principles are 
to govern; VIZ. 

1. Amount paid over into Bank to the credit of the Treasurer $600 
~. 

3· 

DO Treasurer's draft in favour of G. L. 
DO ofinciclental expenses, including Receiver's and Register'S} 

salaries - - - - - - _ _ 
paid Register's commission 

Add commission as found by the rule below stated 

100 

295 

11 80 

1,007 80 

10 18 

Produces amotlnton which rom mission is to be charged $1,017 98 
Multiply by rate of commission 1 p' cent 

Rate of Commission: 
If 99 : 1. 1,007 80 

1 

1,007 80 (10. 17 * Answer. 
99 

1,017 98 

Regi.ter's Commission 

790 

693 

Am! of Lands entd & sold S 1,~80 
Comm" at 1 p' ernt 1 

l~.Bo 

1.00 

97 

99 



18110: 

July - - -

.j:. 

0 
~ 

31. \ 

Sept. - - - 4. 

1820: 

Sept. - - 30. 

B. 
FORM OF LEDGER. 

Dr CASH. C' 

2 

3 

{TO Sales of Public Lands,} 
as follows - _ • 2 

Ditto -

Ditto -

Name 

of 

Purch ... r: 

John Jackson -

Philip Jones 

Ditto -

Charles Martin. 

Thomas Jenkins 

Number 
of 

Receipt. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

5 :i 

~ e 
t.J 

160 , Sept .• - 5. 2 By Incidental Expenses 2 295 

100 The United States 4 '700 

120 Commission Account. 3 n 98 

380 New .Account • - - - 262 02 

800 

100 

$ 1,280 

~
'- DoIIS'I~'---

To Old Account 

--, 

.' 262 I 02 

Note.-Extracts from this Account to be rendered to the Commissioner of the General Lan:l Office, quarter-yearly, embracing the transactions of 
the quarter for which the extract is rendered. The s~nlC course is to be observed with respect to the Account~ of Sales of Public Lands, 
of Incidental Expenses, of Commissions, and of the Uni >.ed States Account. 
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D'------------------Sales of 

\ 
I 

I 
• I 

I 
1820 18iO \ 

Sept. 30 3 To the United States 4 1,~80 - July I . - By Cash, as follows . I 

31 . - Ditto - - - -
Sept. 4 - - . - . . -

-- -- - ---- --I-

In the extracts from this amount which is to be rendered quarterly to the Commisaioner 

D"----------------------Incidental 

1820 

Sept. 5 2 To Cash, as follows - I A.B. . - Blank Books and Stationery - - - -
C.D. . . Quills - - - - - - -
E.F. - - Advertising Puhlic Sales - - . -

30 2 To Cash, as follows . 1 A. B. Register • For his Salary for the quarter ending this day • 

For amount of DIy own Salary for the quarter\ 
ending this day - - - - • J 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON EMlGItATION :-1827. 

Public Lands.-----------------C' 

PURCHASED. 

.- =-
c- .9 °B NAME OF PURCHASER. '0 .9 l Jj ~ 

j 
v =- J:: v C- °B 
'" 0 '" ~ 0 
= .£ '" ~ '" S Z ~ ~ ::I; Jj 01 is f-o 

QUANTITY. 

RUE 

Per Acre. 

. 5 
~ I --- -.- "§ ~ 

1-_____________ , __________ 1 ___ --=--~ Hdths. Dolls. ~_~ ____ U __ 

John Jackson - E. f of N. E. quartert 
of section 2 - - f 4 3 80 160 

Philip Jones w. f of N. E. quarter} 
of section 3 - - 4 3 80 25 '100 -

Ditto - E. f of N. E. quarter} 
of section 4 - -

80 50 I 120 -

\--;:-
Charles Martin - Section 12 4 3 25 800 

w. t ofN. w.quarter} 
01 section 20 -

Thomas Jenkins 6 80 100 

of the General Land Office a Recapitulation is to he added in the following manner: 
RE.CAPITULATION. 

800 acres a' 11115 p' acre - - $10.60 

So dO - I rt;?; - - 1.20 

So dO - 2 - - - - - 1.60 

960 a.So 

Expenses.------------------·----c' 
---

Number 
of Dollars. Cents. 

Receipt. 

----
1820 , 

1 40 - Sept. 30 - 2 By the United States -1/ 4 295 -
2 2 -

3 3 -

6 125 -

- - - 125 -
-------

, 295 -
, 

550. 
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Dr The United States. C' 

Sept. 30 To ca,h 

Incidental expenses 

:.J Commis· account 

+ I New account -

-------,----_.-----

" The partie 

it has not been 

I 
10 ,\hat way accounted for. 

- - 1 Deposited in the Bank of to the 1 
credit of the Treasurer of the United J 600 -
States - - - - -

Paid Treasurer's d:aft i~ fav~ur o~} 100 -
G. L. N° -

700 

- - ~ ~ - - - - - - 295 -
I 

- - I 3 
., - - - - - - - 22 9 8 

I 
- - - - - - - - - - - 262 02 

------
$ 1,280 -

-----------

ulars composing these items, being aperified in the accounts respectively, 

considered necessary to reiterate them in the above account. 

1820. 

Sept. 30 3 By Sales of Pulilic Lands ~ 

/ 
1/ 

!/ 
/ 

/ ----- -----
1820. 

Sept. 30 4 By old account - - - -

1,280 -

262 02 
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FORM of RECEIPTS to be granted by the Receivers to Purchasers of 
Public Land~. 

N° 1. 

$800. 

c. 

Receiver's Office at Davidsonville, 

July 1, 1820. 

Received from John Jackson, of Carlisle, the Sum of One hundred and sixty dollars, 

being in full for East half of the N. E. quarter of section N' ~, township N' 4, of range N' 3, 

containing 80 acres, at the rate of $1 -No per Acre. 

(signed) A. B. 
Receiver. 

N' 2 & 3 to be of a similar form. 

Receiver's Office at Davidsonville, 

July 31, 1820. 

Received from Charles Martin, of Pittsburg, the Sum of Eight hundred dollars, being 

in full for section N° 12, township N' 4, of range N° 3, containing 640 acres, at the rate of 

$ 1 "":'t.?5~ per acre. 
(signed) A. B. 

Receiver. 



"" -" 
? 

-!>-

::t 
~!~ 

DATE 

of 

RECEIPT. 

1820. 

July 1 - -
- - - -

- - - -
- 31 - -

Sept 4 -

----

- - 1 

- - 2 

- - 3 

- - 4 

- - 5 

LAND, BY WHOM PURCHASED. TRACT PURCHASED. 

Rate 

PLACE =" g- per 
0 =" . ., 
.~ g- . ~ II .; !\O of N° of Quantity • 

Acre. 
'" .~ '" 0 

NAME. ell ." of '1l .", 2 
~ rn 1; = ~ 

~ 
. Township. Range. 

1 " :; = 
Acres. Hdlh •. I.DOllS. ° Ct,. ° 

RESIDENCE. CY l; :I: = -= CY 
~ Z 

---1---

Juhn J acksun - - - Carlisle ~- - - - E. j of N. E. ! section ~ - 4 3 80 - 1I -

Philip Jones - - - Philadelphia - - - w. f of N E.! of section 3 4 3 80 - 25 

Ditto - - - - Dittu - - - - E. ~ of N. E. ! of section 4 5 2 80 - 1 50 

Charles Martin - Pittsburg - - - Section 12 - - - 4 3 640 - 1 25 

Thomas Jenkins - - Bedford - - - - w. f ofN. W. !ofsection 20 6 1 80 - 1 25 

------
1 

Note.-Monthly Extracts to be made from this Register, ami forwarded to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
embracing the Transactions of the Month for which tue Extract is rendered. 

Amount 01 

Purchase Money 

received. 

___ 0_-

~I~ 
160 -
100 -

120 .-

800 -
------
1,180 -

100 -
------
1,280 -
------

en 
t2' 
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t2' 
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E. 

FORM of a MONTHLY RETURN to be made to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Dr The United States in Account with A. B. Rector of P. M. at Davidsonville. Cr 

1820: 

To C"h p.id ;'W"'j Bank of ----
to tbe credit of the - - - By amount reo 
Treasurer of the ceivcd from in-
United States - - viduals in the 

present month - -

- Cash, paid Treasurer's\, 
draft N° -- in - -
favour of --- J 

-- C~h, pom Hog;.",'} 
Salary and his com-
mission for the - -
quarter ending this 
day - - -

- Amount of my own} 
s~lary and commis· - -. 
SlOn.. - .. 

- Incidental expenses - - -

- Balance on hand, car-l 
ried to the credit of 
the U. S. in the next) - -
monthly return -

I --------- ----. 
Receiver's Office, at 

Davidsonville, 

Sept. 30, 182O. 

(signed) 
A. B. 

Receiver. 

I 
I 

Nut<.-This is supposed to be the tirst return made. In all subsequent returns, the balance 
remaining on hand ill the one immediately preceding (if any) should be the tirst itEm 0\ 
credit, thus: " By amount re",aining on hand per last return." 



SELECT COMMlTTEE ON EMIGRATION :-1827. 

Copy of the ACT of 1820, abolishing the Credit System of selling Public Lands 
and establishing that of Prompt Payment. 

This Act, in addition 10 the Acts contained ill the volume of Land Laws wiIi furnish 
it is believed, all the infornntion requested. " 

[This ought to have been enclosed in the packet, but it was entirely overlooked until 
after the packet had bet'n sealed.] 

J. M. Moore. 

A~ ACT 

:\Iaking further provision for the Sale of the Public Lands. 

SECT. 1. BE it Enacted, by the Senate and House of ReprC'sentativcs of the United 
States of America in <?ongr~ss ass,:mbled, That frolll a.nd after the first day of July next, 
all the Pubhc Lands 01 the United ~tates, the sale of "hlch " or may be ~uthorized by law, 
shall, when offered at pubhc sale to the highest blddel', be oITered 111 half-quarter sections' 
and when offered at private sale, llIay be purchased at the option of the purchaser, either i~ 
entire sections, half sections, quarter sections, or half-quarter sections; and in every case of 
the division of a quarter-section, the line for the division thereof shall run north and sOllth, 
and the corners and contents of haU:quarter sections, which may thereafter be sold, shall be 
ascertained in the manner and on the principles directed and prescribed by the second 
section of an Act, intituled, "An Act concerning the mode of surveying the Public Lands of 
the United States," passed on the eleventh day of February eighteen hundred and five. 
and fractional sections, containing one hnndred and sixty acres, or upwards, shalL in lik~ 
manner, as nearly as practicable, be subdivided into halt~quaner sections, under such rule. 
and regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury; but fractional 
sections, containing less than one hundred and sixty aere!', shall not be divided, but shall be 
sold entire: Provided that this section shall not be construed to alter any special provision 
made I)'.' law for the sale of land in town lots. 

SECT.~. And be it fnrther Enacted, That credit shall not he allowed for the purchas!' 
money on the sale of any o~ the publi~ lands which shall be "dd after the first d,~y of July 
next, but every purchaser ot land sold at public sale thereafter shall, on the day of purchase 
make complete payment therefor; and the purchaser at private sale shall produce to thd 
Register of the Land Office, a receipt from the TreaHIr£r of the United States, or from 
the'Receiver of public monies of the district, for the amonnt of the purchase monel' on anv 
tract, before he shal! enter the sallle at the Land Ollice; and if any person, being th~ 
hio-hest bidder at public sale for a tract of land, shall fail to make paYlIlent theret;)r, on the 
day on which the same was I'urchc,rd, the tract shall be again ofTered at public sale, on the 
lIext day of ,<lIe, and such person ,!.:III not be capable of becollling tile purchaser of that 
or any other tract offered at such public sales. 

SECT. 3. And be it further Enacted, Tbat from and after the first day of July next, 
the price at which the public lands ;hall be offered lor sale, shall be one dollar and twenty
five cents an acre; and at every public sale the highest hidder, II'ho shall lIlake payment 
as aforesaid, ~hall be the purchaser; but no lands shall be sold either at public or I'l'iVIII,' 
sale, for n less price than one dollar amI twenty-five e~nts an acre; and all the public lands 
which shall have been offered at public sale be/tHe the first day of July ncxt, and which 
shall then remain unsold, as lI'eli as tbe lands that shall thereafter be offered at public sal,·, 
according to law, and rClrwin nnsold at the close of sncb public sale, shall be subject to be 
sold at private sale, by entry at the Land Ollice, at one dollar and twenty-five cents an acre, 
to be paid at the timE of making ,nch entry as afo,resaid,. with the .exception, however, of 
the lands which Ill"\' have revertulto the United ~tates tor failure III payment, and of the 
heretofore re;erved ;ection., for the future dislH's:1i of Congress, in the Slates of Ohio and 
Indiana, which shall be otlered at public sale a, hereinafter directed. 

SECT. 4. And be it further Enacted, That no lalHb which have reverted or which shall 
hereafter revert, and become forfeited to the United States till· failure in any IIlAnner to make 
payment, shall, after the ~rst day of July IIcxt, be snbjeet to entr~ at privale sale, n(lI" IIntil 
the same shall have been first oflererl to the highest bIdder at puhllc salc ; and all such land, 
which shall hal'e reverted hefore the said fi .. st day of J Illy next, and which shDJi then belong 

4 II 4 to 
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to the United States, together with the sections, and parts of sections, heretofore reserved 
for the future disposal of Congress, which shall, at the time aforesaid, remain unsold, shall 
be offered :It public sale to the highest bidder, who shall make payment theretor, in half 
quarter sections, at the Land Office for the respective districts~ on such day or days as shall, 
by proclamation of the President of the United States, be deSIgnated for that purpose; and 
all lands which shall revert and become forfeited for failure of payment, afler the said first 
day of July next, shall be offered in like manner at public sale, at such time or times as the 
President shall, by his proclamation, designate for the purpose: Provided, That no such 
land :;hall be sold at any public sales hereby authori'l;ed for a less price than one dollar and 
twenty-five cents an acre, nor on any other terms than that of cash payment; and all the 
lands offered at such public sales, and which shall remain unsold at the close thereof, shall 
be subject to entry at private sale, in the same manner, and at the same price with the other 
lands sold at private sale, at the respective Land Offices. 

SECT. 5. And be it further Enacted, That the several public sales autbori'l;ed by this 
Act shall respecti\'ely be kept open for two weeks. and no longer; and the Registers of the 
Land Office and the Receivers of public money shall, each respectIvely, be entitled to five 
dollars tor each day's attendance thereon. 

SECT. 6. And be it further Enacted, That in every case hereafter where two or more 
persons shall apply tor the purchase, at private sale, of the same tract, at the same time the 
Register shall determine the preference, by forthwith offering the tract to the highest bidder. 

(Approved, April 24, 1820.) 
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7 10!1. 00 ]8 16(;. (lO 2[) 278 , 00 

8 168. 25 .l!J 168. 00 30 387. (I() 

9 ]ti.9. 00 20 140.70 31 6·/0,00 

J(J 10'2 , f.J0 21 1'1-/ .• 00 32 6·/0,25 

II 156. 00 22 61.1.f.JO 

2 

80 
Smrr:V(I/ ' t!!,YI{I/(/C ZalldJ' t"lt lite 

1. 

I 
I 
I 

(' 

80 00 o~ ______ ~~~O~.J~O ________ ~ ____ ~ __ ~~ __ ~ ____ -r ____ ~ __ -r ____ ~ 
,Aliru rjJ //1(,;1;111111\ ' /f1Yt/I .· 

3 'l 
-

80 

32 31 

:!.. 
80 

K 71 · (l(J 

....•...... 
- .... . -. __ .. ... _--

2 
Ni. 71f(: worth' flnd f(qlu'o' under/liu·d 7:jll~(} b:. 

O/'e wrillrll. Vt tne O,.,~qlill/I ])lYlwk tg in Rcd Ii"'-:. 

.lames Ra.my .. ,,~Jp 

1 If A'" IIltIunn./ ,(- S",u, /Tultw: r 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION :-1827. 

EXPLANATION Plate 1. 

Fl'{Ictiollal Township, N'11. Range, lV'l-1. East Land District North of 
Red River, State of LOllisialla, 

From 

I to K 

K-L 
L - III 

M-N 
s-o 
o-P 
P-Q 
Q-R 
R-S. 

Et'tlrcen 
Sections. 

~7 & 28 

28 - 29 

30 - 31 

31 - 32 

25 & 28 

26 - 27 

"1.7 - 32 

28 - 31 

29 - 30 

At 

1 

k 

L 

M 

N 

o 

o 
1> 
P 

Q 

Q 

r 

R 

S 

.'i)O. 

QUALlTY of the LAND on the Boundarie. of the TOWNSHIP. 

Very strong cane, gum, oak, hickory. (Land rich.) 

1st half low wet, residue cypress brake. 

Very strong cane, gum, elm and oak. 

Very strong cane, gum, oak, hickory, /\le. 
Strong cane land, ash, hackberry, large pecan, and W. oak. 

First 24 ch' rich cane Land, residue cypress lake. 

First 20 ch' low swamp, residue rich cane Land. 

First quality Land. 

First quality open Land. 

QUALITY of the LAL\"D on the Interior Sectioll Line~. 

____________ l\leridians.----------

Low cane Land, gum, ash, and hackberry. 

First t mile low cane Land, residue high, rich, gum, ash, &c. 

Strung cane (cypress lake.) 

Cane Land, ash, gum, and hackberry. 

___________ Parallels.----------

Land of the 1 st qu~lity for the 1 st half mile. 

First 60 eh' cane Land, residue low swamp, gum, ash, &c. 

Low swamp, gum, ash, hackberry, &c. Land 3d rate. 

Cane Land, gum, ash, hackberry, &c. 

Low swamp, ash, gum, hackberry, &c. Land 3d rate. 

CORNER~dc,cribcd on the Boundaries of the TOWNSHIP. 
-0-----.----,-----

I :!~:~. ~~,:~:g I Cuurse. 
Course. 

Dist' 
in 

Links. 

----1-------l------
~. 3:30 \\' . 34 Sycamore 

N. 34° Eo I.p Hackberry )'.;.10° W. 37 

}.i. 11° V .... r • 40 Hackberry N. 8° E. 31 

N. 67° W. 73 Sl. Gum S. 83° E. 45 

N. 74° E. 46 Hackberry 

Hackberry, notched on four sides for ~ sec. 

N. 77" E. 48 Hackberry S. 54° E. 34 

22 
Cypregs, Lake. 

N. 20· E. Hackberry ~. 60° E. 

Water oak, notched on four "ide~ for t ,cc. 

N. S· W. 27 Cottonwood 

Hurricane. 

34 
Set a post marked : 

s. 57° W. \ 87 Gum 

4- I 

Bearing 
Tret'~. 

Hackberry 

Hackberry 

Hackbe;ry 

St. Gum 

Hackberry 

Sycamore 



APPENDIX TO THIRD REPORT OF THE [Plate 1. 

Fractional Township, J.V'17. Range, .'1' 14. East Land District, North qf 
Red River, State of Louisiana-continued. 

DESCRIPTION of tbe SECTION COltNERS on the Interior of tbe TO WNSHIP. 

Dist' Bearing 
Dist' 

Bearing Corner Conrse in Course. in 
to Links. 

Tree. Link!. Trees. 

StctionJ. ---------- ------
26 alld 28 N. 50° W. 47 Hackberry S. 7' E. 33 Elm 

27 - 31 N. 75· \\'. 15 Water Oak 

28 - 30 S. 23" E. 42 Hackberry 

~ -

DESCRIPTION of the QUARTER SECTION CORNERS of tbe Interior Lines of the TOWNSHIP. 
On Line 
httwun Meridians. Sect's. 

27 and 28 N. 29' W. 

I 
4 

I 
Persimon I S. 50° E. 

I 
24 

I 
Cypress 

28 ~ 29 S. 6.s" E. 22 Honey Locus S. 19' W. 37 w. Ash 

Parallels. 

26 and 27 S. 29° E. 48 Hackberry N.9"W. 37 W.Ash 

q - 32 N. 4° E. 11 Swamp Willow s. 31' W. 25 Hackberry 

2S ~ 31 S. 60° W. 14 Hackberry N.61° E. 60 HackLelry 

29 - 30 S. 75' W. 25 Persimon 1\'.63' E. 29 \Y. Asb 

._. 

QUALITY of the LAND of TRACTS fronting on the RIVER. 

1 and 2 First rate soil, scattering timber. 

2 - 3 First quality Land, gum, ash, hackberry, &c. 

3 - 4 Same quality. 

4 - .5 Same quality. 

5 - 6 Same quality. 

6 - 7 Same quali{:y. 

7 - 8 Same quality. 

8 - 9 Same quality. 

9 - 10 Same quality. 

10 - 11 Same quality. 

11 - ]2 Same quality. 

12 ~ 1~ Same quality. 

13 - 14 FirH i low, residue lirst quality. 

q - 1.5 Same quality. 

15 - 16 Same quality. 

16 - 17 Same quality. 

17 - 18 Same quality. 

IR - 19 Same quality. 

19 - 20 First quaiity Land, large tirr,ber, &c. 

20 .- 11 First half cane ridges, residue high rich cane Land. 



Plate 1.) SELECT COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION :-1827. 

Fractiollal Township, X, 17. Range, N'14. East Land District, North of 
Red River, State of Louisiana-continued. 

Front. 

I ----
I 

1 and 2 

\ ~ - 3 

3 - 41 
4 - 5· 

61 5 -

6 - 7 I 

7 - 8 

8 - 9 

9 - 10 

10 - 11 

11 - 1~ 

12 - 13 
! 

13 - 14 

1.1- - 15 

15 - 16 

16 - 17 

17 - IS 

IS - 19 

19 - 20 

20 - 21 I 
I 

Back. 

1 and 2 

2 - 3 

3 - 4 

4 - 5 

5 - 6 

6 - 7 

7 - 8 

8 - 9 

9 - 10 

10 - 11 

11 - 1~ 

12 - 13 

13 - 14 

14 - 15 

15 - 16 

16 - 17 

17 - 18 

IS - 19 

19 - 20 

20 - ~, 

FRONT of TRACTS fronting on the RIVER. 

I 
Di:..t' I Bearing Dht' 

Course. in 
I 

Course. in Bearing 

Links Trec5. 
LiIlL~. Trees. 

i 
I ------ ----- ----- ------, 

Box, Elder, notched on the 4 sides for sec. cor. 

S. 74' W. i O 

N. 43' 1::. , 28 

S 43' w. 
i 7° 

s. zoo E. 321 

s. 35' E. 19° 

N. 47' E. 98 

:-:.83' E. 69 

s. 7' E. 19 

~. 68' E. I 71 

~. 59' E. '205 

S. 57· W. ! ~4 

S. 88' \\'. 
I 30 

:-:.61' \\'. 58 

N. 85· w. 35 
N. 60' w. !i+ 
;-';.67' \\'. 

I 

15 

s. 87· w. 18 

N. i' W. 26 

I 
No Learing trees. 

N. 30' E. 24 

N. 43' E. 28 

s. 55. E. 37 

N. 31° E. [,0 

N. 6~0 W. 17 

N. 31' E. 37 

N. IS" E. 65 

N. 50° E. 98 

N. 71' W. 71 

N. 68° L 9 

No bearing trees. 

N. 72' W. 57 

N. 48° E. 13 

S. SS' E. 27 

S. 65' 1::. 80 

N. 25° W. 34 

s. ~5' E. 37 

N. 19° E. [)+ 

No Learing trees. 
I 

Willow S. 37' 1::. 96 Willow 

W. Ash N. 44' W. 2[j St. Gum 

Elm 

Pecan 

Sycamore 

China Tree N. 77' w. 248 Cotl<>nwood 

Cottonwood S. 63' W. 9 Cottonwood 

Cottonwood 

Cottonwood S. 68' W. 41 Sweet Gum 

Sycamore S. 82' W. 138 Cottonwood 

Elm S. 58' E. 67 Hackberry 

Hackberry S. 60' E. 11 Box Elder 

Hackberry S. 40' E. 44 Elder 

Sycamore s. 20° E. 24 Elm 

Sycamore S. 5' W. 62 Elder 

Hackberry S. 5' E. 6 Hackberry 

Elm s. 3° E. 35 Paupau 

White Oak S. 38° W. 5+ S. Gum 

BACKS of TRACTS fronting on the RIVER. 

Gum ~. 6tO W. 

W.Ash N.44' W. 

HackLerry N. 14' W. 

HackLerry 

"'hite Ash N. 48° W. 

Hackberry N.35° W. 

Pin Oak N. 45° W. 

Elm N. 11' W. 

Gum 

Gum N·51o W• 

S.Gum 

Box Elder N. 75' W. 

White Ash N. 10° E. 

Gum S.65' J::. 

Gum :\.72' E. 

St. Gum N. 49" W. 

Hackberry 

4. I 2 

46 Gum 

25 St.Gum 

21 Water Oak 

36 Gum 

12 Pin Oak 

93 Elm 

68 Hackberry 

23 Hackberry 

22 S. Gum 

44 Paupau 

61 Gum 

2S Gum 

:Ma:rficld Ludlow, 
Deputy SUl'vevor. 



620 1\1'1'E!\DIX TO THIRD REPORT OF THE 

EXPLANATION Plate 2. 

Fractional Township, N° t. Range, N° 8. East Land Distl'iet, North of 
Red River, Louisiana, 

From 

9"' to G. 

G. - H. 

H. - I. 

I. - K. 

K. - L. 

L. - ],f. 

III. - N. 

N. - O. 

o. - P. 

P. - Q. 

Q. R. 

R. - r. 

U. - v. 
v. - w. 
W.- x. 
x. - Y. 

On Line 
between 
Sections. 

65 and 66. 

67 - 68. 

71 - 72. 

73 - 74· 

64 - 65· 
68 - 69· 

70 - 71. 

74 - 75· 

75 - 76. 

63 and 64. 

64 -

:~:I 65 

66 - 67· 

67 72 • 

68 71. 

69 - 70 • 

i O 75· 
71 - 74· 
72 - 73-

QUALITY of the LA:\ID on the Boundaries of the TOWNSHIP. 

Beautiful bottom Land, timber, ash, hackberry, &c. high water mark 10 feet. 

Same quality as above. 

Low swamp, timber, ash, locust, elbow wood, &c. high water mark 30 feet. 

Low swamp, willow, E. wood, locust, iron wood, &c. as above. 

Same quality as above. 

Low swamp, overcup ~ak, E. wood, small hickory, brier~, &c. 

Same quality as above. 

Low swamp, small hickory, E. wood, iron wood, &c. 

Low swamp, locust, iron wood, E. wood, &c. 

Same quality as above. 

Same quality as above. 

Same quality as above. 

Low swamp, willow, E. wood, hickory, &c. high water mark 10 feet. 

Same quality. 

Same quality. 

Same quality. 

QUALITY of the Li\ND on the Interior Section Line8. 

-----------l\leridians. __________ _ 

Low swamp, overcup ash, cypress, locust, E. wood, &c. 

Same quality as above. 

Same quality. 

Same quality. 

Same quality. 

Same quality. 

Same quality. 

Same quality. 

Same quality. 

----------Parallels.--________ _ 

Low swamp, timber, elbow wood, locust, cypress and willow. 

Same quality a~ above. 

Same quality as above. 

Same quality as above. 

Same quality as above. 

Same quality as above. 

Same quality as above. 

Same quality as above. 

Same quality as above. 

Same quality as above. 
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II ,-
.. £'(/ . .'{ 

1 
n '; . .lf'J 

EMf 

3 
n j.()o 

.us. 50 

5 
nC . .5o 

43 

. / • .1 

45 

-l'",rl 

18 
24.6'0 

·Ii) 

50 

:I.J. ~ X 
7.9.80. 7.9.80. 

75 

i.I),IIO 7.9.//0 

JI' 

22 

23 

24 

26 

.n 

lIC·O,Q 

plio'S'!. 

j Z 

.52 

.56 

.nti .. 'JI/ 

130.00 

27 

28 

.]6' 

2.9 

0(' 
f l,'!.· 

30 

3J 

32 

33 

J.I 

35 

~~ 
I'Z1. 

5 

Ta61e (!/' (OllteJlt,,-. 

L/rea 1 ,v' .Area 
r 

164 .. .95 I 3f) 15.9 ·16 

169 .. 33 40 .157 .. 82 

268.56 41 160 .. 24 

168. 44 42 168. 18 

16,9 . 36 43 168 .. 84 

(/ 167 .0.8 44 169. 25 

7 :170..73 , 45 162.0.3 

8 16'1 . 69 , 46 165.0.0. 

.9 165.0.7 47 161" 77 

10. 173.94 48 169.18 

11 161.45 

.i2 1164.97 

4.9 167 . 67 , 
I ' 50 167 . 58 

13 178 , 91 ';1 162 "50. 

J4 167 , 81 52 158,10. 

15 r63 • 0.8 53 157 , 9.9 

1(J 16';;,';;0. 54 159.87 

17 ](J4 . 0.5 J5 162, 0.3 

18 J(Jo.. 69 5fJ 162. 6'2 

1.9 160. .51 57 164 . 63 

'!O 160. ,, 10. .i8 375. 88 

V 734 , 87 .59 52?6? 

I, Z2 195,35 (JO 298, 6'2 

165,99 

165. 15 

25 165,94 

26' 161 . 55 

:; l 88 . 34 
.2 j 
63 I 538.89 

64 383,, 19 

27 167. 12 65 216.85 

?8 160.,33 60' 132.59 

?.9 ](J7 . 01 67 640. .16 

30 164, 4; 68 640,,88 

3l 171 .0.5 6:9 19// " 0.7 

32 186. 18 70 299" 0.3 

1&1.80. 

171 ,89 

165,, 16 

,~6 167 . 14 

37 163 , 0.7 

[

38 166,88 
63';0. ; 17 

71 6: /1 • 95 

72 6"2.28 

73 641 . 12 

74 6'38. 92 

75 6'05.86 

7(J 193.85 

10.80..,,, 26 II 
6:350. " 17 

Total A,'ed 17.155 . 43 ,)(la •. , 

M. Thl' WOlYlJ- £uul Il:'jUre,? (llldedliu:d .9.i~f..'1 Jxo, 
at't! Wl'iltC"l iii, till' (Jnj;,nai J//'cw'li'.9 ii, IIt'd .I11k. 

2. 

.\ 

Jamu .fia..<&l-, ,rlU~, 
Luk.lla.-!JVV'ri&.ronJ',/'rUu('r.l 





Plate 2.] SELECT COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION :-1827. 

Fractional Township, N° 2. Range, N° 8. East Land District, North of 
Red Rit'Cr, Louisiana-continued. 

CORNERS described on the Boundaries of the TOWNSHIP. 

Course. \ 
Dist' Bearing Dist' Bearing 

in 
Trees. Course. in 

Links. Links. Trees. 

AI 1--------, 
I 

@" - - - - - - l\Iound 

G ~-83° W. 0':; HackLerr), S. 5;)" E. 21 Ash 

g S. 36' W. 2i HackLerry :-':.8" E. 22 HackLerr), 

H N. 30' I\'. 19 HackLerry S. 45' E. 10 Ash 

h S. 85' E. 9 Locust N. 70' W. 49 Iron wood 

I N. 15° W. 48 Cypress S. 10' E. 26 Laurel 

i S. 45° W. 20 Locu,t :-;.40' E. 13 EILow wood 

K Corner on ::to EILow wood. 

k S. 45' W. 17 E. wood ~. 37' Ir. 25 Iron wood 

L N. 7l' W. 30 E. wood S. 72° E. 32 E. wood 

l Corner on a Hickory. 

M N. 75" W. 2,5 E. wood S. 35° E. 16 Iron wood 

m :-':.88' E. 200 Iron wood. 

N S. i8° W. 25 E. wood :-,r. 3' E. 47 E. wood 

11 ~. 53° E. 8 Hickory N. jG' IV. 4 Oak 

0 S. 54° W. 20 E. wood :-,r. 21° E. 

I 

11 Iron wood 

0 West 3 E. wood. 

P S. 58° II'. 16 Iron wood N. 73' E. 11 E. woud 

P :-.1.80' E. 6 E. wood N. 20' W. 10 E. wood 

Q Corner on an E. wood. 

q Corner on an E. wood. 

R N. 79' \1'. 9 Iron wood S. 50' E. 17 Iron wOOlI 

r S. H'W. 40 Willow S.4" E. 50 Willow 

(J S. 66' W. 18 

I 

Locust }.I. 67' \\'. Ii Locust 

V S. 5" W. 3~ HackLerry N. 64' E. 45 

I 

Hickory 

v N. 80° E. 10 I 
Willow S. 6+' E. ~1 HackLerry 

TV Cornel on a I Ilickory. 
I 

X S. 35' IV. 36 

I 

Box Elder N.;:n'\\'. 20 Ash 

y N. 29' E. 19 Sweet Gum S. 30' E. 12 Elm 

DESCRIPTION of the SECTION CORNERS on the Interior of the TOWNSHIP. 

Corner 
10 

Sections. 
Course. 

Dist' 
in 

Link,. 
Course. .in ;r~:~.g 

Lmk'J. Trecs. 

Jkarin~ 

I 
Dist' lB' 

--1-------1---1------1--
64 and 68. Corner on a . Locust. 

69 - 71. N. 50· W. 

70 - 74. N. 2' W. 

6.~ - 67. N. 10· W. 

68 - 72. N. 2'" W. 

71 - 73. N. i· W. 

33 

10 

23 

3 

Cypress 

Persimon 

E. wood 

E. wand 

Iron wood 

S. 10· E. 10 Locust 

S. 14° E. 14 E. wood 

S. Sao E. Locust 

S. 44' E. 11 E. wood 

S. 280 E. 21 E. wood 



APPENDIX TO THiRD REPORT OF THE [Plate 2. 

Fractional TowlIship, N° 2. Range, N' 8. East Land Di.\l1·icf. North tif 
Red BinI', Louisialla-continued. 

DESCRIPTION of the QUARTER SECTION CORNERS on the Interior of the TOWNSHIP. 

_______________ Meridians .. ---------------

bett~een Course. ,ll1 Tree.. Conn~e. L'",',. Trees. 
On Lute \ I D!!lt' I Bearing I Djinst' I Bearing: 

~~,------i~-s·-.'--__ --I_---- ___ .-______ _ 
I I , 

68 and 69 S. 63' 26' E. 11 'I Locui't I 

70 - 71 ~. 5° 56' 1-:. 35 E. \\' oDd S. 25' 33' W. 

74 - 75 K. 46" 41' L. 16 CyprE>S :'-1.4° 23' E. 

67 - 68 S. 4° 46' E. 

71-72 N.810~3'E. 

73 - 74 S.I° 48'E·1 

21 

21 

39 

Locust N. 6' 46' E. 

C),l'ress S·52" 44' W. 

Locust S. 81' W. 

19 Locust 

36 E. Wood 

26 Locust 

3 

6 

LucLI"'t 

E. \I' ood 

--------------Parallels. --------------

66 and 67 

67 - 72 

72 - 73 
65 - 68 

68 - 71 

71 - 74 

70 - 75 

N. 8° E. 

S. 25" 30' \\'. 

N. 17°:':,' \\'.' 

N.86°02'W. 

N·42°27'W. , 

N.82·'06' E. ! 
:\. l' \\'. ! 

6 

20 

18 

4~ 

3 

3 

Locust 

Cypress 

Persimon 

E. Wood 

Locus.t 

E. Wood 

C),prc" 

S. 21° E. 

K.l 10 54' E. 

S. (i" 49' W. 

S. 5° 50' E. 

21 

13·77 

fRONT of TRACTS fronting on RED and Ml'iSISSIPPI RIVERS. 

P"OIl' \ Dis<' on Lille COUIS-C. in B1~'lIing 
between. ________ Li~~ __ -= __ 
1 and ~ N. ~oo \\'. 5 E. Wood 

2 - 3 S. 80° E. 8 Locust 

Locust 

Course. 

S. 7° E. 

N. IS' W. 

3 - ~ S. 86° E. 

4 - 5 S. 70' E. 

5 - 6 S. 11° E. 

6 - 7 );orth 

4 

15 Elbow Vi'oorl ~.80oE. 

7 -

8 -

9 -

8 Corner 

91 S. 28' E. 

III I N. 45" E. 

10 - 11 S. 2° E-

II - 12 S.46°\\,. 

12 - 13 South 

1;3 - 14 S. 20° W. 

14 - 15 S. 11° E. 

15 - 16 l". 75' E. 

16 - 17 Corner 

21 

11 

on an 

11 

20 

40 

20 

10 

9 

15 

Jl 

un a 

HickolY North 

Willow S. 3' W. 

I::. Wood 

Hickory 

Locust 

Hickory 

Hickory 

Hickory 

Hickory 

Locust 

Hickory 

Hickory 

N.6' W. 

N. 45° W. 

N. 20(> "'. 

N. 7" E. 

S. 50° E. 

!o. 30' E. 

S. 60· W. 

17 I g 

18 - 19 

19 - 20 

s. 7° E. 4 Hickory :;. ~4° W. 

N.30 "1::. 22! L"ClI,t!S_0520E. 

)\.4:,° E. ____ 5_0 __ I_Locu:.t __ ._ _ .. 

Di~t' 
ill 

Lillks. 

21 

20 

30 

14 

30 

8 

16 

50 

3 
6u 

10 

Elbow Wood 

£lullw Wuod 

E. Wood 

E. \\' Dod 

nt'aring 
Tree". 

Hickury 

Locust 

Locust 

E. Wood 

E. \\'00,1 

Hickory 

Hickory 

Hickory 

E. Wood 

Hichory 

Locust 

Hickory 

3·53 

88 

Ash i }'\ulc. This line is made 3.53 chs. longer. 

Oak I S 67
0 

i:. ---23 )\.63°1::· 

~J - 24 Corner Cotton" 0. ,tI 

! Ash 

('Jut lflu(d) 



Plate 2.) SELECT CO~rMITTEE ON EMIGRATION :-1827. 623 

Fractional TOlCnship, n" 2. Range, l'I' B. East Land District, North of 
Red RiceI', LOllisialla-continued. 

-----
FllO;';T of TRACTS fronting OIl RED and IIfISSlSSIPPI RIVERS-continued .. 

Front Dist' 
Ul"arilll.!, 

Dist' 
on Lille Course. in C(Jur~e. in n;:;~I~~ 
between. Links. Trl'l'~. Links. 

----- ------ ----------- ------ -----------
24 - 25 South 13 Ash N.9' E. 23 Box Elder 

25 - 26 Corner on a HackbErry 

26 - 27 ~. 18° "'. 11 I-bckbcrry S. 4i1" W. Ig Hackberry 

27 - 28 East 8 Box Elder N. 10' W. 30 Box Elder 

28 - 29 Corner on a Hackberry 

29 - 30 ~. 6° W. 6 Ash S. 6" E. 10 Willow 

30 - 31 S. 68° W. 24 Cotton Wood S. 27° \\'. 27 Hackberry 

31 - 3 2 Corner on a Cotton Wood 

32 - 33 Corner on a Willow 

33 - :l4 North 6 Willow S. 7° w. 3 Cotton Wood 

34 - 35 ~. 7° W. 2 Willow S. 6o" W. !j Willow 

35 - 36 East 2 Cotton Wood 

36 - 37 Corner on a Cotton Wood 

37 - 38 :-l. 14" \\'. 13 \Yillow 

38 - 39 Corner on " Cotton Woed 

39 - 40 N. 45" \Y. 2 Willow 

40 - 41 S. 5· W. 10 Willow ;-.;. 40" W. 10 \\'i I hi I\' 

41 - 42 Corner on " Willow 

42 - 43 S·45° 1':. 7 Cotton Wood ~. 45° W. 10 Willow 

43 - 44 Corner 011 a Willow 

44 - 45 s· 39" \\'. 10 Willow N.S· E. 2j Cotton Wood 

45 - 46 N. 31' W. 11 Willow S. 190 E. 11 Willow 

46 - 47 Cornel' on a Cotton Wood 

47 - 48 X. 31' \\'. 12 Cotton Wood S. 45' W. 10 Sycamore 

48 - 49 Corner on " Box Elder 

49 - 50 N·42o W. 13 Box Elder .'-'. 66. \\'. C,t Sycamore 

.50 - 51 S. lIo E. 27 Willow ~. 49' W. 19 Cotton Wood 

51 - 5"- N. 18" W. 15 Cotton Wood S. 29' \Y. 28 Sycamore 

52 - 53 ~. 82° E. 12 Cotton Wood N. 40' W. I Cotton Wood 

5~ - 54 ~. 86° W. 29 Cotton Woed S. 6° E. 30 Sycamore 

54 - 5.5 West 9 Sycamore S. 40° W. 22 Sycamore 

55 - 56 S.4' W. 17 Ash s. 86° W. 33 Cotton Wood 

56 - 57 North 16 Dogwood S·3"W. 19 Dogwood 

.57 - 58 Corner on a Cotton \V ood 

.~8 - 59 Corner on an Ash 

59 - 60 ~. 4' \V. 8 Box Elder 

60 - 61 N. 68° E. 54 Oak 



APPENDIX TO THlIW EEPORT OF THE [Plate 2. 

Fractional Township, N' 2. Range, N' 8. East Land District, ",,,rill if 
Red River, State if Louisiana-continut:d. 

BACK of TRACTS fronting on RED and lI11SSISSIPPI RIVERS. 

Dist' Bearing Di3t' Bearing 
Back. Course. in Course. in 

Links. 
Trp.es. 

LinJ..~. 
Trct'.i. 

----------------
! and 2 N·46' W. 7 Eo Wood S. 37° W. 19 Hickory 

2 - 3 N·43'W. 3 Locust S. 16" W. II E. Wood 

3 - 4 S. 50' W. 26 Iron \\'ood N I3"W. IS Iron Wood 

4 - 5 K.17· W. 16 Iron Wood S. 80° W. 14 Iron Wood 

5 - 6 K. 4° W. 7 Lucust S. 36" W. 12 Iron Wood 

6 - 7 N. 4" \\'. 30 Persimon S. 60° W. 24 Locust 

7 - 8 N. 26n E. 14 E. Woud. S. 50° W. 9 Elbow Wood 

8 - 9 N.16'W. 12 Locust No 82' \\'. 9 E. \\' ood 

9 - 10 Corner on an E. Wood 

10 - II N. 3' W. 6 Iron Wood N.61'W. 7 Hickory . 
11 - 12 N·44°W. 17 E. Wood N. 14' E. 22 E. Wood 

12 - 13 N. 9' E. 11 Locust N·~3°W. 17 E. Wood 

13 - I'~ N.12' W. 20 Iron \\' ood N. 72' E. 4 Iron "'ood 

14· - 15 N. 3' E. II [ron Wood N.12'W. 7 Elbow Wood 

15 - 16 N.2InW. 16 Locust N 63' E. 23 Hickory 

16 - I7 N. 18' E. 9 Iron \\'ood N. 4' W. 12 Locust 

17 ~ 18 N. 10° E. 12 Locust t\. 'In W. 18 Locu,t 

18 - 19 N. ~9" \". 24 Elbl'w \I' ood N. 23' E. II Iron \\' ood 

19 - 20 Corner un an Elbow \\' ood 

21 - 22 N.15nW. 3.50 Elbuw Wood 
. f Notc.-This line is made to be 3.50 chs. 

L longer. 

22 - 23 s. 4' E. 4 Elbow Wood N. 64' E. III Jo:. \\' ood 

23 - 24 N.60n E. 29 Cypress 

24 - 25 N. 73' E. 16 Ash S. 60' E. 2'; Cypre .. 

Z5 - 26 N·7°·E. 3 Locust East 18 Elbow \\'ooCl 

26 - 27 l\. \0' E. 23 Hael,borry :-1.8;3' E. 14 E. Wood 

~7 - 28 t\orth 5 E. "'ood S. 46° E. t~ ,\gh 

28 - 29 Cvrner on an E. Wuod 

Note: 
Back corners to Section~ 29, 30, 3 1 , 32, ~3, 34, 35 and Jii. 

established Oll a \\·illuw. 

36 - 37 S. 12° E. 9 O"recup Oak S. 71' E. 13 ElbolV \V uod 

37 - 38 Corner on an Elbow \\' uod 

38 - 39 S. ISO E. 42 E. Wood S. 74' E. 12 E. Wood 

39 - 40 S. 6' E. 18 Willow S. 88° E. 3 E. Wuod 

40 - 41 ~. 36' E. 9 Cypre,s S. 78° E. IS E. \\'ood 

41 - 42 S. 48' E. 14 Willow S. 87· E. 27 Willuw 

42 - 43 S. 50· L 43 Elbow Wood S. 84" L 13 Willow 

43 - 44 S. 30' E. 4 E. Wood N. 56" E. 1-.2 Cypre,s 

44 - 45 0:.18' E. L~ E. Wood S. 60· E. 7 Willow 

45 - 46 ~. 44' E. 14 Willow S. 73" E. 26 Willow 

46 - 47 Corner on an Elbow' Wood 

I 47 - 48 N.80· E. 4 E. Wood S. 44° E. 3 I E. 'i' DOd 
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Plate 2.) SELECT COMMITTEE Ct' EMIGRATION :-1827. 

Fractional Township, N° 2. Range, N° 8. East Land District, North of 
Red River, State of LOllisiana-continued 

BACK of TRlICTS froDting on RED and MISSIS~IPPI RIVERS-contin""d. 

Di~t' 
Bearing I~=-I 

Di~t' Bearing Bock. Course. in in 
Links. Trees. Links. 

Tre~5. 

-
48 N. 88· E. Willow 

. I 
16 Willow - 49 27 N. 10' E. 

49 - 50 N. 73· E. 19 E. Wood N. 58· E. 4 E. Wood 

50 - .':il N. 52' E. 12 Willow N.73° E. 20 E. Wood 

51 - 52 K. 42° E. 40 E. Wood N.63· E. 17 Locust 

5~ - 53 N. 14° E. ~o Locust N. 76° E. 1'7 E. Wood 

a3 - 54 N. 2° E. 6 E. Wood r-;. 58' E. 4 E. Wood 

54 - 55 N.40· E. 44 Ash N. 2~· E. 9 E. Wood 

55 - 56 N. 10' E. 35 Locust S. 50° E. 16 E. Wood 

56 - 57 N. 6° W. 11 E. Wood S. 52° E. 27 Iron Wood 

57 - 58 N. 40· E. 6 E. Wood South 14 Locust 

58 - 59 Corner on an E. Wood 

59 - 60 N. 4' E. 8 Overcup Oak 

60 - 61 Corner 00 an O. Oak 

... ..,_ .. 

SUPPLEMENTARY. 

TH ELAN D in front of Red River overflows from 8 to 10 feet, in the rear from 
25 to 30 feet: Growth-Locust, Iron Wood, Elbow 'Vood, and Cypress. 

The Land generally in front of the Mississippi is subject to overflow from 1 to 3 feet, 
and in the rear from 20 to 30 feet: Growth-Overcup Oak, Ash, Elbow Wood, Locust, 

Willow, &c. &C. !.te. 

LIST 
550 • 



t.i~(; \V1T~ES~LS EXAMINED BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

LIST OF WITNESSES 

EXAMINED BEFORE TIIE COMJIITTEI;. 

With the Pages of their Evidence. 

ADAMS. Thomas, Overseer of the Poor at Mildcnhall, in Suffolk 

BARNAHD, Edward, Esq. Agent for New South Wales 

BEAUVAIS, Louis, Esq. -

BEE(;HER, Rev. John Thomas, ;Vlagistratc in 1\ottinghamshire 

BLAKE, Anthony Richard, Esq. 

];ODK1N, John, Esq. 

BRADBU H Y, !\Ir. Thomas, late Overseer of the Poor, 
wood Parish in Buckinghamshire 

in Great ;-';01"\ 

-J 
BROWN, Robert, Lieut. General 

BUCHA:;,\;>.;, Alexander Carlisle, Esq. resident on the Yamaska Hi"er, r 
Lower Canada - - - - - - - - -1 

BURRELL, Walter, Esq. (a Member of the Committee) -

CAMPBELL, Archibald, Esq. (a Member of the Committee) 

CAMPBELL, Alexander, Esq. Sheriff Substitute for Renfrewshire 

:rages 

234. 

305, 306. 

306, 307. 

400 to 405. 

456 to 460. 

Zi1 to '2ii. 

270 to 271. 

106to 113.201 t0202_ 
4;3:3 to 439· 455· 

463 to 464. 

136 to 142. 

54 to 59. 

182 to 200. 

CARLISLE, Frederick, Esq. resident at the Cape of Good Hope 

CHESTER, Bishop of 

_{ 155 to 157. 30 3t0 305-
453· 455· 

CLEAfENT, Lieut. Hanbury, R. N. re5ident in New South Wales 

COSWAY, William Richard, Esq. -

COULING, :\11'. William, Civil Engineer _ 

DIXON, Hugh, Esq. Land Agent in Ireland 

DHCI!I\!O:\D, Henry Home, Esq. (a ;\1cmber of the House) _ 

J:A1'O:\, Hichard Webber, Esq. Merchant, formerly a resident at the, 
Cape of Good Hope - - - - - - - -J 

ELLI~o~eenr~, Es~. for~erly ~olon!al Se_creta: at ~he C:pe o~ GOo~} 

ELMORE, John Richard, Esq. M. D. latc ;\Iastcr Manufacturer in the, 
South of Ireland - - - - - - - - -J 

235 to 243. 

394 to 398. 

378 to 383. 

358 to 368. 

256 10 265. 

/)2 to 65. 

205 to 209_ 

FELTVl\", William J)owlllan, Esq. a Lcgi,lalive Councillor of Lower, 113 to 124.167,168. 
Canada - - - - - . - - - - -J 432 to 433. 

FIELDE:\, William, Esq. Master ;\IanufJcturer in Lancashire - 209 to 216. 

FITZHUGH, :\11". William Luulow, Agent for Emigrants at Liverpool - 223 to 234. 

FOSTEP., John Leslie, Esq. (a :\lember of the Commitiee) - .307 to 311.337 t0343-

}-OSTLr, & LITTLE, :\Iessrs. Joseph and James, Weavers in Glasgow _ 

FRANCI:'. David Polly, Esq. resident at the Cape of Good Hope 

HOMEWOOD, !III'. James, Overseer at Headcorn, in Kent 

JIOWI:, ;VIr. John, Po;;tmaster ill Nova Scotia _ 

HULTO'(, William, Esq. Magistrate in Lancashire _ 

HUNTER, Alexander, Esq. \Vriter of the Sirrnet, and Land Agent in} 
Scotland - - - _ _" _ _ _ _ _ 

lIC'(1'ON, :'IIr. Thomas, ::'>Iaster l\Ianufacturer in Carlisle _ 

HYEIT, William Henley, Esq. Secretary of the Committee for the, 
Relief of Distres>ed :\lallufacturers - - - - - -J 

}l\'GLIS, James, Esq. Director of the \" on Diemen's Land Company _ 

KENNEDY, Thomas Francis, Esq. (a :'IIember of the House) _ 

LACOSTE, Thomas, Esq. of the Parish of Chert~ey, in Surrey _ _ j 
lIIAINE, Mr. Samuel, Overseer of the Poor, at Hantlworth, 

dlesex - in_ Mid:}1 

I 

45 to 54· 

14-+ to 150. 169to 171-

178 to 180. 

399 to 400. 

216 to ~22_ 

281 to ~92. 

280 to 287. 

394· 
59 to 62. 

17 1 to 173-

180, 181. 



ON EMlGRATlOX FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

MALTHt:s, Rev. Thomas Robert 

lI1ARSHAL, Capt. William, Superintendent of the Lanark Settlemen't I 
in CanaJa -J 

MARSHAL, John Markham, Esq. of Kerry, in Ireland 

MAXWELL, John, Esq. (a Member of the Committee) 

Pa~es. 

3 '1 to 3~i. 

136. 43 2. 43~· 

86, 87. 

MGGILLlVRAY, Simon, Esq. Chairman of Canada Company 

MOODY, Major Thomas, Royal Engineers 

- 393, 394· 46 ! to 463. 

65 to 73. 83 to 86. 

'\!OU:\T, Mr. Roswell, Surveyor of Land in Upper Canada 

l\IURPHY, Dr. William, Physician at Cork, in Ileland 

NIMMO, Alexander, Esq. Civil Engineer 

405· 407. 439, 440 • 

383 to 388. 

328 to 331. 

NORTHHOUSE, Mr. William Spencer, Editor of the Free Press News-, 
paper, Agent for Emigration Society in Glasgow _ _ _ f 87 to 104. 164 to 167. 

O'DRISCOLL, John, Esq. of Cork, in Ireland -

O'HARA, Lieut.-Colonel, C. B. 

1 ~6 to 129. 

+SU. 

PARNELL, Sir Henry (a Member of the Committee) - 200t0201·45 1 t0453· 

POWLES, John Diston, Esq. Director of the Colombian Agricultural} 
Association - - - - - - - - - -

PRINGLE, Thomas, late resident at the Cape 'If Good Hope 150 to 155. 

RICE, Spring, Esq. (a Member of the Committee) - - 2;; to 279· 445 to 450. 

ROSINSO:">', Peter, Esq. Superintendent of the Settlements 0: Iris~} 34+ t-l 357.389 to 390. 
Pauper Emigrants in Upper Canada 412 to 431. 4:33. 

SCOTT, Capt Henry William, R. N. late Naval Officer in New} 
Brunswick, and formerly Assist. Surveyor General in Nova Scotia 

SEWELL, Jonathan, Esq. Chief Justice of Lower Canada 

SMITH, John, Esq. Banker, at Oundle, in the County of Northampton 129, 130. 

STANLEY, Hon. Edward G. (a Member of the Committee) 460, 46\. 

STRACHAN, Dr. John, Archdeacon of Upper Canada - 130 to 136. 388, 389. 

STRICKLAND, Jerrard, Esq. Land Agent in Ireland 

TA11' '" WILSON, Messrs. John & James, Weavers in Glasgow -

TAYLOR, Mr. James, Overseer of the Poor at Feltham, in the county} 
of' Middlesex - - - - - - - - - -

THOMPSON, Mr. George, Merchant at the Cape of Good Hope 

TIGHE, Robert Sterne, Esq. of Mitchels Town, County of Westmeath 

TREDGOLD, l\Ir. Thomas, Civil Engineer 

TURNER, Rev. John Matthias, of Wilmslow, in Cheshire -

VANDELEUR, John Scott, Esq. ;\Iagiotrate in the County of Clare, in, 
Ireland - - - - - - - - - - -f 

WAGNER, 1\1r. Benedict Paul, late resident in Lower Canada -

WEATHERLEY, Capt. James Dent, H. P. resident in Upper Canada 

WEST, Mr. James, Land Agent in Ireland 

WHITTAKER, J. W. of Blackburn, in Lancashire 

WHITE, Lieut. Thomas Charles, H. P. resident at the Cape of Good 1 
Hope - - - - - - - - - - -J 

WILLS, Mr. Benjamin 

331 to 337. 

104 to 106. 

174 to 178. 

202 to 205. 

HO to 445. 

391 to .193. 

73 to 83. 182. 

300, 301. 

:3.;7, as8. 

1'24 to 1 cO" 

2U7 to 300. 

301 to 302. 

157 to 15!1. 202. 

368 to 374. 

WILSON, David John, Esq. of the County of Clare, ;n Ireland 

WRIGHT, Mr. Thomas -

- 2r,Stc, 269· 293 t029'i'" 

.174 to 378. 

.4 K 2 I'\DEX 



628 INDEX TO THE 1'1~INCIPAL ",L\TTEH~ DETAILED IN THE 

Il'\DEX 

1'0 THE PRINCI1'~'L MATTERS 

Detailed in Evidence taken before the Select Committee appointed to enqUire 

into the expediency of encouraging Emigration from the United Kingdom. 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. WITNESSES. 

I 
AGRICULTURE; Hand-loom weavers have I Foster & Little 

some experience in. Arch' Campbell 
H. H. Drummond 

AGRICULTURAL L\BOURERS; I Turner - -

NUMBER 

of the 

QUESTION. 

37· 52. 
178. 190. 

'"A''''' -"r/' 

551 . 

"ide LABOUH.! 
APPRENTICES; at Wilmslow, in Cotton ~fallU- Turner - - 524 . .'i47, 548. 

factories parish settlements may be 
obtained by Irishmen being indented. i 

--- near Bolton, are taken by weavers - i Hulton 2107, 2108, 
~109· 2134, 

21 35. 
ASSOCIATIO:\ for bettering the condition of 

the manufacturing and agricultural la
bourer; the views of some members 
thereof. 

Couling -

Wills 
Wright -

- 3710 to 3769' 

BOGS in Ireland; vide WASTE LANDS. 

BOUNTIES; the effect of, on the Fisheries and 
Linen Manufactures of Ireland. 

CAN AD AS ; the Scotch Emigrant Societies for 
going there, solicit a small advance 
from Government, to be repaid by in
stahnents on the security of their im~ 
proved lands. 

--- and they entertain hopes that some aid 
will be granted. 

--- would prefer going to -

Emigrants who work occasionally in the 
United States, often ultimatelv settle 
in the. ' 

Emigrants to, often go from Ireland by 
Liverpool Vessels. 

Settlers in, request their friends in Scot
land to join them. 

Settlers in, give favourable accounts of 
their situation in letters to their friends 
in Scotland. 

Settlers in, request their friends in Ireland 
to join them, and remit money for the 
purpose. 

Expense of emigrating to, from Scotland 

--- Expense of locating pauper settlers in 
the. 

--- Emigrants to, able to pay by instalments 
the principal and interest of the sums 
advanced for their location under Go
vernment. 

Emigrants to, can without difficulty begin 
the repayment of their debt at the end 
of seven years, or /looner. 

Mal thus -
Pamell -

Foster & Little 

T. F. Kennedy 
H. H. Drummond 

Alex. Campbell 

Moody -

Fitzhugh 

Northhouse 

Tatc & Wilson 
Northhouse -

Buchanan 

Foster & Little 

Robinson 
Buchanan 

Felton 
Weatherley -

Weatherly 

3771 to 3845. 
3846 to 3865. 

3345 to 3.348. 
4346. 

109, 1I0, III. 

114, 115, 116. 
118. 139, 140. 

232. 
262. 

1749· 

396. 

21 70. 

65 2 • 676. 

793. 794· 

878. 

133· 

3604 to 3619. 
4397, 4398. 

908 to 927. 
1005. 

g86 to 1000, 

PAGE 

ufthe: 

EVIDENCE. 

47· 
55, 56. 

(;2. 

82. 

aO. 82. 

220, 221, 

222. 

358 to 367. 

368 to 374. 
374 to 378. 

321, 322• 
452 • 

50. 

51, 52. 

88. 90. 

Ill. 

51. 

347 to 349. 
463, 464. 

II3 to II7. 
125. 

124, 125. 



EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION. 629 

PRINCIP.H HEADS. 

CANADAS; improvements on the farm will be 
an ample seeurit y for Ule loan advanced 
to settlers. 

WITNESSES. 

Strachan 

Marshal -
ltobinson 

Sewell 
Mount 
U'Hara -

--- the present state of the Emigrants from 11obinson 
Ireland sent by Government to. 

--- demand for labonr in Robinson 

Strachan 

___ land in, often inapplicable for settlement, Felton 
from patentees not performing their 
agreements. 

___ land in the lower province chiefly held in Felton 
scigneurie, in which case the interest 
of a debt is collected more easily. 

___ Emigrants to, with agricultural habits, Felton 
will be the most inclined to seek assist-
ance from Government at first. 

--- casual Emigrants to, often exposed to Feltun 
great inconvenience when great num-
bers arrive. 

sum which such an Emigrant ought to 
have on his landing, to' prevent incon
venience or distress. 

large sums have been subscribed in Lowu 
Canada for the relief of casual Emi
grants. 

Emigration to, on the principle of being 
planted or located by Government, 
recommended. 

desirable that rednndant agricultural 
lab<:mrers should emigrate to the. 

Felton 

Felton 

Felton 
\\~catlIl'r1cy 

W. Burrell 

!\'[J}IlJER 

of the 

QUESTION. 

from 

11;)2 
3620 
3993 
4003 
,p61 

1059 
to 

lu66. 
to 1144. 
to :36:39. 
to 3996. 
to 4008. 
to 4170. 

3642 to 3663. 
3688 to 3689. 
3973 to 3977· 

~y;!o. 

945· 

935 to 938. 

!.I53 to 956. 

957 to 90z . 

968 to 075. 

g6g to 981. 
991, ~ICJ:2· 

1179, 1181, 
1183. 

PAGE 

of lhe 

EVIDENCE. 

13°· 

131. 
130. 

349 to 351. 
39°· 
391. 

406, 407. 
456. 

415 to 431. 

35 1 • 353, 
354· 

388 & 389. 

115· 

119· 

lIS, 119. 

120. 

121. 

122, 123. 

12:2 to 124. 
125. 

CANADA COMPANY; circumstances under S. i\I'Gillivray 4042 to +040, 393· 
which Emigrants would be settled by 
the Company. 

Prospectus of, shewing the conditions 
on which their lands will be disposed 
of. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE; would engage to 
repay to Government by annual instal
ments, the expense of removing an able 
bodied pauper Emigrant to. 

550. 

great demand for labour at -

would require an annual supply of la
bourers for many years. 

the demand for labour will be encreased, 
as markets are found for the sale of its 
produce. 

S. M'Gillivray 

Eaton -
Thompson 
Francis -
Ellis -
Carlisle -
Pringle -

Francis -
White -
Ellis -
Carlisle -

White 
Francis -
Pringle -
Ellis -
Thompson 
Eaton -

Francis -
Ellis -
Pringle -

Eaton 

1920 to 1943. 
1854 to 1860. 
131'2 to 1331. 
1478 to 1504. 
1430 to 143~. 

1381, 138:2. 

1302 to 1333. 
1468 to 1471. 

1473, 1474· 
4353· 

1450. 
1361. 

1385 to 1389. 
1483 to 1489. 
1887 to 1890. 

1955, 1!.156. 

1353. 1356. 
14g l • 

1403 to 1406. 
1419 to l.j.22. 

1933 to 1951. 

206, 201. 

202, 203. 

147· 149· 
160. 163. 

156 . 
152 • 

147· 149· 
159· 
160. 
453· 

157, 158. 
150. 

152, 153· 
161, 16~. 

2°4· 
209. 
150 • 

162. 
154· 
155· 

~o6. 2US. 

(contmued.) 
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CAPE OF GOOD HOPE; land in, cannot no\\' Pringle - 1385 to 1403. 15~ to 154· 
be profitably cultivated by capitali,ts Carli.ie - 1441. 1445· 157· 
with free labourers, from the high rate "Yhite 14()0 to 1463. 158, 159· 
of wages. 1851. 202. 

proposal fur taking out labourers thereto; Carlisle - 303. 
the expense of which to be repaid to 
Government. 

!uccess of former Emigrations to I Pringle - I :164 to 13G8. 151. 
Thompson 1872 to 1882. 203, 204, 

19°9· 2°5· 
- -- wages of labour at Francis - I ~G6 to 1276. 145, 146, 

1290 . 1307. 147· 
Carlisle 1425 to 1430. ISS, 156. 
Eaton 1943· 207. 
ElIi~ 15°4. 163. 
Pringle - 1376 to 1380. lSI, 152. 

--- higher wages given to European than to Eaton - 1942, 1943· 2°7· African labourers, from the former 
often producing double the wOI·k in the 
same portion of time. 

the establishment of an office in the Co- Francis - 1331. 149· 
lony recommended, to register the Pringle - 1391. 153· 
names of those who may ofrer to em- Ellis 1502. 163. 
ploy Emigrant labourers on their ar- Carlisle 1433· 156. 
rival. 

the exports from, capable of being greatly Francis - 135.5, 1356. 15°· increased. Pringle - 1385. 142Q. 152. 155· 
Ellis 1489 to 1492. 162. 

150 2, 1503. 163. 
climate of, favourable to the rearing of Ellis 1499· 163. 

children, and to European labourers. Carlisle - 303. 
White 1448. 1:')7· 

Emigration to; must be gradual, to suit Franci. 1337· 1361. 149, 150 • 
the demand for labour. Pringle 1371 to 1375. 151. 

Ellis 1501 to 1508. 163. 164. 
Comparative Estimate, respecting the ex- felton 1512 to 1514. 167, 1G8. 

pense of locating pauper Emigrants in Francis - 1514 to 1553. 169 to 171. 
Canada, and at the. 

prices of corn at - White 1.1-71. 15g· 
Ellis 1486. 161, 16~. 
Eaton . 1946. 208 . 

--- popuhltion of Thompson 1913, Ig14· 205. 

CAPlTAL; the want of, in Canada is the reason Strachan 1110 to 1120. 134, 135· why money is not advanced to poor 
Settlers on good landed security. 

causes why it is not more abundantly in. Bodkin - 2808. 276. vested in Ireland. Malthus 3334 to 3339 32 1. 
effects of the want of, in Ireland. on the Bodkin 2791. 2793. 275· employment of the poor. Malthus 3266 to 3270 316. 

L. foster 3157. 308. 
its increased introduction by improved Marshall - 4225 to 4228 410• 

machinery, and a better s}'stem of agri-
culture. would at first increase the 
e.vils arising from a redundant popula-
tIOn, unless a system of Emigration be 
established. 

want of, among the Irish farmers 
ner.ll, except the graziers. 

in ge~ StrickLw 1 35 19· 334 

--- improbability of introducing, into Ire- Malthus - 3334· :J;j:3C). 321. land, in the present state of her popu-
lation. 

--- exists, however, in the hands of the un- Strickland 3537· 33'), 336 . employed classes, and only requires to 
be called into action. 
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CAPITAL in some cases exists among the small Rice 4:324. 
farmers, equal to the object of con-
solidating farms. 

--- more, couH be profitably applied to the Beecher - 41;)8 to 4142 
cultivation of the soil, by horticultural 
t'lrming, than is done at present, either 
in England or Ireland. 

employed in machinery, in proportion as Northhouse - 646 to 6iO 
it renders human lauour less necessary, 
governs the rate of wages to the ma· 
nufacturing labourer. 

to be considered as a loan, if it can be :\laltlll'" 3278. 
shewn that the amount spent in locat· 
ing Emigrants win be repaid. 

--- how the interests of persons pos~essing Malthus - 3281 to 3292. 
it, nre afrected by low wages to the 
labourer. 

CAPITALISTS; ,·ide CAPITAL. 

CHARGES on the land in Ireland, chiefly fall 
on the occupier. 

--- enumeration of some of these 

CLCAHING of ESTATES in Ireland; the ex
tent to which it is now practised. 

- __ probable extension of the system of 

--- for some time to come, it may be slowly 
acted upon. 

--- effects attending the system of 

___ evil£ of; diminished by a system of 
Emigration. 

Vide DISTURBANCES. 

COLUMBIAN AGRICULTURAL ASSO
CI ATION: complaints of Emigrants 
sent from Scotland by the Association, 
and the Statement of the British Con
sul at the Caraccas, as to the pitiable 
condition of tIll' Emigrants, who soli. 
cited to be sent to Canada. 

Statement of, respecting the cause of the 
distressed condition of the Emigrants. 

COMBINATION; to establish a minimum of 
wages among the artizans and labourers 
in Cork. 

CONVEYANCE of persons and goods in .the 
lJritish Provinces of North Amenca, 
much facilitated by the introduction of 
Steam Vessels. 

COTT AG ES; landlords of, when vestrymen, 
would be reluctant to pull them down 
when rented by paupers. 

Wilson -

\\,ibo~ 

\\'ils()n -
Bodkin 
Vun,leleur 
L. Foster 
0Iurph)" -
.T. ~1. :'iran.hal 
Hice 

Rice 
J. ~l. Marshal 

Parnell -

Dixon 
J. :\1. Marshal 
Parnell -
Stanley -
Dodki~ -
Vandeleur 
\\'c,t 
Stl'icldand 
Rice 

:\iurphy 
J. ~1. :'Ihr,hal 
St:I11!c\ 

Powles 

Powles -

Murphy 

Robinson 

Turner -

3016 to 3033. 

2(1c:; to 2637. 
2777 to 2779· 

3143· 
:;1,{")" 3158. 
'-'q')8 3940 
418,5: 4191: 

4.1 II to 43~9. 

43 11 • 43~4· 
4 2 3.5. 4!Z43· 

4335· 

2601 to 2612. 
4 2 :3° to 4233. 
4335 to 4336. 

4393· 
2780 to 2786. 

3L P· 
3081 to 3121. 
:15'22. 3533. 

43 25. 

3050. 3062 . 
424" 
4306. 

4441. 

3g09 to 3g26. 

3677 to 36S 1. 
3691 to .1694. 

soo to S04· 

PAGE 
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88. 

26S, 266. 
'27·t, 
3°\. 
:l08. 
386. 

407, 408. 
445 to 4S0. 

445· 448. 
411. 

451. 

264, 265. 
.pO,411 • 

451. 
460. 
274· 
301 • 

~07. 300. 

334, 335· 
448. 

;;87· 
411. 
4GI. 

354-
355· 

79· 
182. 

(contin!l~d.) 
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COTT ,\(; E,,; rate payers, when not landlords 
of, desirous that they should be pulled 
down, upon the removal of pauper 
occupiers. 

the pulling down of, recommended, when 
pauper occupants are removed to pre
vent the recurrence of a redundant 
population. 

erected by landlords in Scotland for the 
reception of Irish paupers, ought to be 
taxed in proportion to the expense in
curred for the support of the pauper 
occupants. 

tax on, recommended to be applied to 
parochial purposes, and to be paid by 
the landlords. 

the rent of, ought not to be paid from the 
poor rates, in which case few new ones 
will be built. 

CRIME; increase of, in Ireland, in consequence 
of increased population, and want of 
employment. 

emigration of redundant pauper labourers 
would diminish the extent of, in 
England. 

DEMAND for Commodities; raised by the 
Emigrants in Canada, will secure the 
success of such settlers. 

--- for Commodities; limited, even under the 
favourable circumstances of low wages 
paid for their production. 

diminished for muslin goods, one of the 
causes of the distress among the 
weavers of Glasgow. 

DISTRESS of the working classes in the neigh
bourhood of Glasgow is general among 
the hand-loom weavers. 

--- in the county of Ayr has been urgent -

--- in the county of Lanark 

a statement showing the extent to which 
relief had been granted in Ren
frewshirc, where the distress was les
sening . 

. --- mode of diminishing it, in future, among 
weavers in Scotland. 

--- the extent of, at :\Ianchester, where it 
was considered to be decreasing. 

state of, in the parish of Great Horwood, 
in Buckinghamshire. 

Statistical Return, shewing the degree of 
distress in different parts of England 
and Scotland. 

'" the vicinity of Blackburn, and the 
causes thereof. 

in the vicinity 01 Bolton 

Moody 

BUl'l'ell 

Malthus -

Cosway 
ltice 

Beecher -
Hulton 

O'Driscol -
Parnell 

Bradbury 

Weatherly 
Strachan - -

Malthu> -

N orthhollse -

Foster & Little 
N orthhouse -

Ryett -

Kennedy -

Maxwell -

Archd Campbell 
Alex' Campbell 

Maxwell . 
Alex' Campbell 

;\loooy 

Bradbury 

Hyett -

Fielden 

Hulton 

607 to 612. 

1167 to 1l6g. 
!l88. 

3875 to 3886. 
4333, 4334· 

4 135. 
2100, 2101. 

2 133. 

1°34· 
434 I to 4344. 

1231, 1232• 

1008 to 1013. 
1080 to 1085. 

7· 38. 
657, 658. 
670' 703. 

23 24. 

224. 227. 

185. 20g. 
1752. 1754· 

1737· 

627 to 636. 
1739, 1740. 

1754 to 1757· 

329. 331. 

1221 to 1~28. 
1238 to 1244. 

233(}, 2340. 
"342 . 

1961. 1963. 
2022. 

20.17 to 2040. 

2075 to 2078. 
2084. 

PAGE 

of the 

£\'ID£XCE, 

139 to 
141. 

402 . 
220 to 
222. 

127. 
451, 452, 

126. 

132 . 

go. 

45· 47· 
89· 

go. 93. 
244· 

59. 60• 

86. 

56,57. 
185. 
182. 

86, 87. 
IS3· 

ISS, 186. 

6S. 

142 to 14.1. 
144· 

245 
to 248. 

20g. 
213· 
21 4. 

21G to 
21S. 
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DISTRESS in Manchester, and other parts of 
Lancashire. 

--- more general among the hand-loom 
weavers in the Hills, who hold small 
portions ofland, than among those who 
work in the large towns. 

in Carlisle and its neighbourhood, has 
existed for the last 18 months. 

causes thereof 

shewn in the amount of earnings of 15 
weavers. 

in the \Vestern Islands of Scotland 

in parts of Ireland 

in the towns of Ireland has increased 
from ejected tenants seeking employ
ment. 

double; the meaning- thereof in Irel:tnd, 
and the effect of the Act against suh. 
letting, in preventing. 

instance of dOl;ble 

of agricultural labourers, enh:mced by the 
competition of unemployed weavers. 

probability of the mitigation of, among 
the poor, if a regulated system of Emi
gration were established. 

DISTURBANCES in Ireland chiefly caused by 
ejected tenants, whose residence on the 
land as such, was mischievous to the 
principal landlord and the middle 
farmer. 

ride PEASANTRY of Ireland. CLEAR
ING of EST A TES in Ireland. 

EJECTION of TENANTS in Ireland. 

ride CLEARI;\G of ESTATES in Ire
land. DOITBLE DISTRESS. 

K\IIGHA;\TS; those desirous to go from Glas
gow, are determined to follow agricul
tural pursuits, and not weaving. 

many weavers in Scotland wish to 
become. 

___ from Scotland cannot contribute towards 
the expense of their removal, but will 
repay any lua? adv:lnced t~ them, and 
must be supplIed With pr(lVISlOns. 

,.5 0 • 

from the Isle of Rum to Cape Breton; 
thcir present ,t~le. 

the removal of 2,000 persolls out of the 
r-,OOO wh" have applied, would be of 
~reat benefit to Renfl"ew,hirc. 

WITNESSES. 

Bishop of 
Chester. 

Bishop of 
Chester. 

Hunton 

Hunton 

Hunton 

Hunter 

0' Driscoll 
Dixon 

\Vilson 

West - -
VandeleUl" 
L. Foster -
J. l\I. Marshall 
Stanley 
Tighe -
Elmore 

Rice 

Rice 

Blake -

Wilson 

I\JaxwelJ -
TUl'l1er 
Hunton 

;\lalthu5 -

O·Driscoll 
Vandeleur 
Dixon 
Wilson 
L. Foster 

Foster & Little 

ArchdCampbell 
Northhouse 

Tait & Wilsun 
N orthhouse -

Alex' Campbell 

Hunter 

All'x' Campbell 

-+ L 

NUIIIBER 

QUESTION. 

~"()·2. 2267. 
"271. 2274. 
2'2i'j. ~281. 

2858 to 2860. 

2893. 

2968 to 2073. 

1026 to 1020. 

2470 to 2.505. 
2.;18 to 2575. 
Q1j15 to 2021. 

26.10 to 2668. 
3052 to 3058. 
3071 to 3080. 
3 1 37 to 3130. 

3185. 
4171 to 4190. 

4304· 
4287. 

4+04 to 4407. 
HIS· 
43 1 7. 

4316. 

4357· 

300~ to 3007. 

6~6. 
511. 
2848. 

3340 to 3356. 

1034-
31 '.!q. 

2GOI to'2612. 
262 3. 
3 185. 

12'2. 

170· 
73 1, 73'2· 

788 to iU.'l· 
657 to (;,~8. 
,13. 7'20. 

J 74U. 

"~)()7 to 2922 . 

17+,. 

PAGE 

of tbe 

EVIDENCE. 

237, 2.39· 

237, 238. 
238. 

238-230. 

281. 

283. 
285 to 287 

290. 

1 ~7. 

256 - 258. 
250-2()1. 

2 65. 
207-268. 

29()· 
297· 
3°1. 
310. 

40 7-408. 
4GO. 
440. 
404. 
4°:;· 
44°. 

44G. 

2g3· 

86. 
79· 

281. 

1-27· 

300. 
264-265. 

2G5. 
310. 

51. 

55· 
9,,· 

104, In.). 

80togl. 
93-~14· 

184. 

28;,-",,3. 

«(mlm ucd.) 
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QUESTION. 
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El\IIGRANTS; many have located themselves 
in Canada, with a little assistance from 
their friends, and now prosper. 

must be assisted and protected by Go
vernment, under some regular system. 

--- former; remit money to their friends in 
Ireland. 

pauper; on their arrival in Canada, 
should be immediately located, if em
ployment cannot be found for them. 

the expense of sending a family of, to 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

the expense of, going to Canada -

comparati"e estimate of expense for lo
cating, in Canada and the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

estimated expense of sending, from Scot
land to Nova Scotia or New Bruns
wick. 

proposal to take to Cape of Good Hope 

proposal to take, to ~e\\" South 'Vale, _ 
---------- and Van Diemen's Land 

expense of passage of, from Liverpool to 
the United States and Quebec. 

no temptation for, to leave Canada for 
the U nite,l States, if they immediately 
begi~ to build and improve their 
locatIOns. 

of the pauper, arriving in Canada, a 
greater portion now remain there than 
formerly. 

of those going to the United States, 
many ultimately settle in Canada. 

peasantry in Ireland, desirous to become 

--- from Liverpool to Canada, chiefly Irish -

generally go to New York and Philadel
phia, and only few to the British 
Colonies. I 

--- to the United State" are chiefly manu
facturers from Yorkshire and Lan-
cashire. ' 

country weavers in England, desirous to 
become. 

--- many weavers desirous to become, have 
experience in agricultural presents. 

would be capable of repaying the sum 
advanced for their location. 

Foster & Little 
Archd Campbell 
N orthhousc -

Buchanan 

Hunter -
Fitzhugh 

Buchanan 

Buchanan 

Francis -
Carlisle -

Felton 
Buchanan 

Felton 
Francis _ 

Hunter -

Carlisle -

Beauvais 
Clement -

Fitzhugh 

Weatherly 

Buchanan 

Moody _ 

Dixon 
Wilson 

Fitzhugh 

Fitzhugh 

Fitzhugh 

Bbhop of Chester 
Hyett 

Foster & Little 
ArchdCampbelI 
H. H. Drummond 

Felton 
Weatherly 
Strachan 
Marshal -
Robinscn 

Scott 
Sewell 

'\ :'>1"'Hn _ 
O'Hara 

47. 1 2 3. 
180, dll. 

716 to 729. 
7C, to 7i'},. 

820 to 870. 
!)O;. 

2990 to 3000. 
2138 to 2149. 
2155 to 2173. 
2206 to 2211. 

870 to 872. 

895 to 902. 

12G2. 
4353· 

979, 980. 

1512 to 1514. 
1515 to 1553. 

2986 to 2989. 

4067 to 4112. 

2187 to 2192. 

1004 to 1006. 

884· 

396. 

250 1. 
3066. 

21 70 . 

!!lSO, 2151. 

2174 to 2178. 
2239· 

2276. 2777· 
2363. 

37· 5'2· 
liH. 

286 to 290. 

908 to 927. 
986 to 1000. 
1059 to 10[,6. 
1132 to 11.t ... 
3620 to 3639. 
3993 to 3996. 

2405, 24U6• 
4003 to 4008. 

1101. 4170. 

PAGE 
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47 to 51. 
55· 

94 to 95· 
g8. 

106 to 110. 
113· 
292. 
223 to 
226. 
228. 

110. 

11'2-1]3· 

145· 
453-455· 
123-124. 
201, 202. 

167, 168. 
16g to 171. 

291, 292. 

303. 453· 

306, 307-
395 to 398. 

III. 

72. 

258. 
296. 

226. 

223· 

226. 
230 . 

239· 
250• 

4i· 
55· 
65. 

113 to 117. 
124-125. 
130 - 131. 

136. 
349 to 3.51. 

390. 
253· 
391• 

406, 4°7· 
456. 



EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION. 635 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

EMIGRANTS; number anll average property 

of the ca:;ual, arriving in the Canadas. 

numbers of men, women and children 

• ent out by Government to Canada. 

may be varied from those sent out in 
18'25· 

present state and condition of those 

paupers; sent by Government from 
Ireland, and who were located in 
Canada. 

EMIG RA TION; must be from Ireland as well 

as Great Britain, to enable the latter 
country to derive any relief from the 
removal of redundant labourers. 

--- a weil regulated system of, favourable 
to the prosperity of the poor. 

alone can remedy the evils of a redun
dant population in Ireland, together 
with measures to prevent a recurrence. 

Vide IRELAND. 

necessary to Com!l.lence any remedy for 
improving the condition of unemploye(l 
labourers in Scotland. 

if only a part were removed by, the 
condition of the remaining labourers 
would be greatly imlwoved. 

[liC hope of, has caused that patience 
with which the weavers of Scotland 

have borne their present distress. 

of one class of labourers, would make 
rOOm for the employment of other 
classes unable to emigrate. 

societies may be formed in Ireland, 
to aid. • 

the necessity of establishing a regulated 
system of, ,h'cwn from the great in
c'rea,e of population and misery among 

the labourers in Ireland. 

rate-payers in E.nglish pal'ishes, would 
contribute to md the remov"l of able

bodied healthy paupers, by a r~:;u br 

system of. 

WITNESSES. 

Robinson. 
Strachan . . 
Robinson • 

Weatherly 
Robinson· 

Drummond -
Turner 
Alex. Campbell 

Bl"hop of Chester 

Malthus -

Tumer 
Bishop of Che~ter 

Foster 
Malthus 

Dixon -
Wilson 
Bodkin 
Rice 
Foster -
:'>Ialthus 

Maxwell • 
Malthus 

X ortlillOu~e I 

Wilson _ I 
West - _ 

N orthhollse _ 

Vandeleur 
ro.~i:l'r 

\\-ilson 

Parnell 
Tighe -
Parnell 
Rice 

Turner 
l\Ioody 
Smith - -
Burrell 

l':'.,dbury 

La Coste 

Taylor 
Maine -
Hulton 
Adams 
Hyett -
Cosway 

·l L .! 

NUMBER 

of the 

QUESTION. 

3tJ42 to 3647. 
3969 tv JU7 c. 

3078 to 3992. 

983 to 90+. 
4'2jb. 

0,1 to 285. 
559· 

1 i39 to 17+5. 
17~7· 

~:J83. ~302. 

3:395· 

42 1. 42 3. 
'2~5+· 

31 70 to 3185. 
33'2!i. 
3358. 
3382 . 

<) --.> 
-.) ,-' 

'21),2 to 2673. 
2iGo. 

A statement 
3157 to 3176. 

330 1. 3321 • 

332 3. 3359· 

t)·2;. 

3359· 

7.35, 7:3(j· 
3011. :-iOl~, 

30"1. ;jll0 to 
311 7. 

668, 669. 

312 ". 

31K:J. 

:jO+~l, :Ju,iu . 

A statement 
4:.;o:l. 

+,'J--J.~1. 4a-+7· 
+:3'::;. 

4'21. +:32. 
002 • G06. 

1055 to 1057. 
1148. II.")';, 

11 Gl. 
1 'Z 1 ~;. 1 "Ia. 

1'.!.J:l· 

1.;"3· 1568. 
1587. 
Hi23· 

17:1° to 1732. 
2q~)O. 2092. 
~z.1-8, 2".j!). 

'2;3()5, 2373, 
2:]7+· 

3~7'), ;387 t· 
30:);), 

PAGE 
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350-:l.)~. 

:J OS• 

389-390 • 

124-1'J:j. 

415 to 4J 1. 

64- l;.). 
8~. 

183. 
191. 

239- 2 4 1• 

i·~· 
c:jj. 

310. 

3'/'0. 

:3:2'2· 
32 4. 

261. 

26H. 
273· 

277 to 27~). 

308. 310. 
31~. 30 V. 

320. 32'". 

86. 
322. 

9·-;, 96. 
293· 

297· 2ClCl· 
300. 

go. 

300. 

310. 

295, 296. 

'.200. 

444· 
45 1, 4j~· 

++9· 
- 1 - ~ 
,~ri J.). 

~~j. 

1 clj. 

13:'· 
1.-1U· 
142. 
143· 

17 1 , 172. 
17'1" 173· 

17.)· 
I ~ 1. 

21a· 
~3+· 
251. 

380. 
382. 

(roll!i" IIt:d.~ 



6~G INDEX TO THE I'RIXCIPAL y!ATTERS DETAILED IN THE 

NUlIIBER 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. WITNESSES. of the 

QUESTION. 

PAGE 

of the 

EVIDENCE. 

-----------'---------_. ------,-----
EMIG RA TIO~; respecting the disposition of 

Iri8h proprietors to contribute part 
of the expense necessary to aid. 

small landholders and labourer,; in Ire
land disposed to repay any loan, and 
to furnish some portion of the expense 
to aid. 

Parochial assessments deemed to be the 
most expedient and equitable mode 
of contributing the necessary funds in 
Ireland to aid. 

difficulties attending a plan of contribu
tion, by annuities, in Ireland. 

the sum; annually voted for the employ
ment of pauper labourers, bounties, 
and hospitals in Ireland, might be be
neficially transferred, to defray the 
expense incurred in carrying on. 

respecting the disposition of Scotch 
landed proprietors, to assist in aid of. 

___ disposition of Scotch poor to repay the 
expense of their. 

to America, and the British Colonies; 
nnw going on in an unregulated and 
desultory manner. 

O'Driscoll 
Brown 
Bodkin 

Wilson 

West - -
Vandeleur 
L. Foster 

Murphy 
Blake -
Stanley 
Tighe -

~Ia"hal 

O'Driscoll 
Wil,on 
T.. Foster - -
Murphy 
J. ,\/. .vIarshall 

In a Communi
cation deli vererl in 
by Spring Rice, 
E>q.lII,P. 

\\"ilson 

L. Foster 

Rice 
Parnell 

1021. 
27 16. 

2741 to 275~· 
2804. 

2U22 to 2636. 
3008 to 3015-
:3068 to 3070. 
3084 to 3094. 
3128 to 3135. 
3159 to 3176. 

3 185. 
3559 to 35 63. 
3579 to 3581. 
3953 to 3955· 

4369. 
4395, 4396. 

4290 to 4301. 
4309, 4310. 
+214, 4215. 

103G to 1038. 
3°59· 
3564. 
3944· 
4 21 7. 

3°19· 

3.';69 to 3578. 

43 17. 
4346. 

Foster & Little 134, 135. 
Arch. <::ampbell 193 to I U5. 
Kennedy - 227. 
DrUmlTIOIHI 250. 
;\'faxwell 633, 634. 
Northhouse - 77U· 78,. 
.. Hex. Campbell 11750,1751. 1759, 

! 1,(jO, 170], 
; 17tju to 1773. 
! 1849. 

HUllter 2!p8. 2931. 2933. 

Foster & Little 

Tait & Wilson 
,\lex. Campbell 
N orthhouse -

Foste,' '" Little 
Buchana'l -

I Northhouse 
: Homewood 

\\'ilson 
L. Foster 
Murphy 

I Bradbury -
Fitzhugl; _ 
Cosway 
Beecher 
Hunte" 

2933. 2947· 
2Ui':3· 

lOU to 119. 
139 to 141. 
787 to 800. 

1749· 
684. 705· 

2 to 7. 
824.869 to 872, 

834. 
637 to 639. 

1654 to .667. 
3000 to 3065. 
3560 to 3502. 
3927 to 3937. 

1230. 
2138 to 2151. 

3892 • 
4 t 26 to 4128. 
2907 to 2959. 

details respecting former experiments in, , Robinson 
from Ireland to Upper Canada, under J' 

the direction of Government. 

3600 to 3701. 
4247 to 'P56. 

126. 
270. 

27 2 , 273· 
276. 

265, 266. 
293, 294. 

297· 
~97, 298• 
300, 30 1. 

308 to 310. 

337, 338• 
:141. 
387. 
457· 
46 1. 

441. 443· 
445· 
4°9· 
128. 
29(j· 

338. 
386• 
410. 

277 to 279-

294· 

339, 340. 

446• 
45<l· 

51. 
56, 57· 

6u. 
63· 
87· 
99· 

184. 187. 
188, 189. 

199· 

288. 
~89· 
290 . 

50, 51. 
5'1. 

104. 105. 
184. 

9 1 to 93. 

45· 
107. 110, 111. 

87· 
1-8 
2(i 
3;)7· 

385, 386. 
143. 
223· 
382 . 

400. 401. 
28 7. 289. 

344 to 357-
412 to 431. 
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NUMBER PAGE 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. WITNESSES. of the of tile 

EVIDENCE. 

------------------------------
E;\1IGRA TION; if the expense of, could be de-I 

frayed by the production of the Emi- I 
grant, no objection cOClld be madB I 
thereto. 

an unregulated or desultory, would at I 
first be injurious to the British C'oloni~s; 
and if directed towards the t: n;tcJ 
States, would be the source of tem-
porary misery to th" Emigrants. 

practical effects of the removal of a few 
paupers in relieving the poor rates, by 
a system of. 

the expediency of a regulated system of, 
from Ireland. 

from Ireland, must be accompanied by 
other measures, to relieve tl.e distresses 
of the country. 

to the British Colonies; advantageous to 
them, and to the Parent State. 

public opinion, in the Colonies, favourable 
to a regulated, but [Jot to a deEultory 
sptcm of. 

becomes a necessary means of relict; when 
the population orany country is redun
dant, and is then a national object. 

of Irish labourers into Great Britain 

a judicious system of, one of the most 
powerful means to accomplish the im
provement of Ireland. 

E:'IlIGRATION SOCIETIES; those in Glas
gow, send some of th"ir members to 
the Emigration Committee. 

550. 

others, amonnting to 8,500 individuals, 
appoint a person in London to h.y their 
case before the Select Committee for 
Emigration. 

entertain sanguine expectationsof.~etting 
aid f!'Om Government to settle in Upper 
Canada. 

many of the members having relations in 
Upper Canada. 

their attention had been called two years 
ago to Emigration, as a mode of reliev
ing their distresses. 

those of Ayrshire and Balfrun send their 
petitions to Parliament. 

st~tcments of their deputies confirmed 
by a Member of Parliament. 

Malthus -

Moody 

II omewood -
JIunter 

Dixon 
\\,iiHID 
Malthus " -

Rice 
Tighe 
Blake -
Stanley 

Wilson 
L. Foster 
Tighe _ -
Ilice 

i.Ylalthus 

Robinson -

Strachan 

:'IIalt""s -

Dixon 
Bodkin 
Mal thus -
Stricklnnd 
J :\r. :'Ilar,haii 
Rice 
Parnell 
Tighe 
Eimore 

;IIalthlls 

Foster & Little 

Northhouse 

Arch. Campbell 

Northhouse -

Foster & Little 

KcnneJy -
H. H. Drummond 

Arch. Campbell 

4L 3 

IG.jG to 1685. 
":)~U to '1938. 

'257'1· 
'2(J7 2, 2l>7:1· 

3244 tn :jO~9. 
33 10• 3433· 

3394 to 3397. 
3434· 
432 5. 

4296 to 4299. 
4385 to 4387. 

43Cl5· 

2672 . 
3176 to 3185. 
4'299 to 4300. 

4320. 

30 ~4 to 3'2+9· 
3293 to 3300. 
33uo. 3-134. 

3631 to 3638. 
36+4 to :3()jO. 

39G7, 3Uti8. 

3·P3, 3+2 4-

2498. 
2800 to 280g. 
:)" 14 to .322+. 
3 ; . .!~ to 3,')5.3. 
.[2:)') to 42-15. 
4:P5 to 4.327. 
4:3+7 to 435'2. 
4:),,1;, 4307. 
+4 12• 4+32 . 

34~4 ,\: 3434· 

2. 

63, to 
639· 

208. \ 

G:')t, (i.:j'2. 

5· 

2~1. 

'2+7· 
21 9. 

178, Ii:)· 
2gS, 2::::!J. 

261. 
268. 

314-3 15. 
3 19 to 327. 

32 ,5. 

32 7. 
448. 

441 , 442 • 

459, 
461 • 

268. 
3 10• 

442 • 

447· 

314, 315. 
318. 

32 3, 3'2j· 

350, 351. 
35 2 , .153, 

388. 

3'27· 

258. 
'2i5, '2j(j. 

312, :31;). 
33+, 337· 

411. 

H8, H.'). 
45 2 , 4-5:). 

+45· 
4G5, 4GG• 

32 7. 

-15· 

SS. 

(COlllillutd.) 



638 1,'1, (lEX TO THE PRINCIPAL "L\lTEllS DETJ.ILED IN THE 

NUMBER 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. CJf the 

QUESTION. 

-------------- -

EMIGRATION SOCIETIES in Scotland, com· 
posed chiefly of WL\,VcrS thrown out of 
employment; and in Renfrew alone 
consist of 5,000 persons. 

E:\IIGIl:\TIO'-:BOARD; recommended tohe 
formed in England, to communicate 
with similar establishments in the Co
lonies. 

E:\IrLOY~IE:\T; the delegates from Glasgow 
state it to have been impossible for 
them to find any, at the time of their 
distress, so as to give them wages equal 
to the expense of subsistence. 

weavers in Glasgow did apply for other 
or.cupations, but were refused. 

in parts of Sussex exhausting crops are 
taken ii·om poor land that the parish 
pauper labourers may be provided with. 

ESTI;vrATE of the expense of passengers for 
provision and passage, from the United 
Kingdom to Briti~h Pruvinces in 
North America. 

to the Cape of Good Hope -

from Ireland to thc British Colonie3 

to Ke\\' South Wales -

of the expense incurred by labourers 
for their passage from Ireland to Great 
Britain. 

of the actual income, expendillll"e, &c. 
of hand-100m '\T~l\'ers. 

rule WAGES. 

of the expense of suusistence of the 
labouring poor. 

Vide SUBSISTENCE. 

-- of the expense of locating a pauper emi
grant in the British Colonies. 

expense in locating a pauper on waste 
lands in Great Britain. 

expense of a dwelling necessl'T for each 
family of settlers in England. 

FAR;.\IS; in Ireland, are generally very small 

Archd Campucll 
Alex' CumpbL II 

Northhouse 
Frallcis 
Pringle 
Buchanan 

Foster IX Little 
Northhouse -
ArchdCampbell 

foster & Little 

Moody 

Fo»"r $, Little 
Northhouse 
Homewood 
Hunter 
Fitzhugh 

Francis 
Carlisle 

Buchanan 

Robinson -

Clement -

H. II. Drummond 

N orthhouse -

Moody 
K orthhouse -
Hunton 

Moody 

Ig2. 

17·P, Ii·},!, 

7°3· 
t :3:)1. 

13g l , 1J0·'· 

6. 145 to 147. 
644· 
18~. 

34, 35· 

1;)8· 

0/7. 
16G4 to 1668. 
2986 to 3000. 
~182. 2184. 

2201. 

816 to 8"". 
3U1 4· 

4085 to +,,87 
to 4092. 

12 75. 
,.p, 74~· 

305 to 317. 
5'7 to 588. 

Turner 
Northhouse -I 430. 

660 to 666. 
743, 744· 

O·Driscoll 
Smith -
Burrell 
lJr~ldbur\ 

La Coste 
Taylor 
Homewood -
Maine -
Fielden 
Hulton 
DiKon - -
\\"il'o<1 
Bodkin 
Hunton 

Robinson - _ 
Buchanan 

Couling 
Wills - - _ 

Coswav 
Tredg~IJ - _ 

101,. 

1053 to 1055. 
1149· 
1 ~ 1 ;y. 

1559 to ,JCZ. 
II):!!L 

1666. 
I7Ul, 17°~' 

2017. 20'21. 
2082. 

'2-+7:3 to '24.90. 
2Gc 1 sG:y). 

~734· 
2833 to 2843. 

3604 to 3ti19. 
43g8. 

:j7~ll. 
;)~-t,). 

Bodkin '27!J"'b '.:!7~J.j. 
Strickland :3+:)0 to :3.)0+. 
~tallicy - - I 4:;0 1 , ~ :]9'2. 

PAGE 

of the 

EVIDENCE. 

n:3· 
14g· 
153· 

433, 434· 

45· 52. 

55· 

47· 

51. 
go. 
178. 

291, :29:2· 

2'26, 227. 

16g. 
453· 

106, 107 
201. 4.55. 
347, 34l)· 

3g6. 

66, 67. 
100 to 104. 
285 to 287. 

66, 67. 

74· 
8g·90 • 

g6. 100 to 104. 
126. 
1:20· 

13 1i 
14~· 

171. 

174· 
178. 
180. 
21 3. 
218. 

347 to 310. 
463. 

363. 
37J· 

380. 

392 • 

0--
- I .)-

1::~. 333. 
4(jo. 
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l'RINCIPAL HE.ms. WITNESSES. 

NUMBER 

of the 

QUESTION. 

PAGE 

of the 

E"IDENCE. 

--------------- ._-----_ .. _- -----
FARMS; effect of consolidatillg Malthus • • 3330 to 3333 

Vide IRELAND. CLEARING OF ES· 
TATES, ,\c. 

FOOD; vide SUBSISTENCE. ESTIMATE, &c. 

FREEHOLDErtS; tho.,e called forty-shilli"b 
freeholders in Ireland; their condition. 

InJUriOUS effecI5 of those called ,~O s. to 
Ireland. 

GLASGOW; ,ide CANADAS. EMIGrtANTS. 
DIIGlt,\TION. ESTIMATES. 
WE" VErtS. 

HEBRIDES; llde UISTltESS. E:lIIGRANTS 
and E\IIGltATIO);. 

a communica
tion made by 
Spring Hice, 
Esq. M. P. 
Dixon 

Wilson 

Bodkin 

HOURS OF LABOUR amongst the hand-loom Foster ,\ Little 
weavers various, sometime... working 
18 hours out of 24; and durillg one 
or two nights in the week, working all 
night, for wages varying from 4 s. to 
'; ,'. G d. per week. 

from l'c to 14 honrs a day, in Lancashire, 
for wages from 4 s. to 5 s. G ,/. a week 

___ from 14 to 16 hours a day. in Carlisle, for 
waues equal to 5 s. li d. a week -

in Ireland; women and children working 
12 hours per day for 2 d. and 3 d.; men 
fi d. and lOd. 

IRELAND; the expense at which paupel's are 
maintained in. 

Vide LABOUR. PEASANTRY of IRE
LAND,I'<co SUBSISTENCE. 

___ it would be beneficial to remo,'e able
bodied paupers from. 

Vide EMIG llA TION. 

unemployed population in, the cause of 
distress and disturbance. 

population of Ireland, and rate of in-
crease. Vide POPULATION. 

the redundant population of, shews the 
necessity for the interference of the 
Legislature to carryon a system of 
emigration at the public expense. 

Vide EMIGRATION. POPULATION. 

the effect of Bounties for the Fisheries 
and Linen Manufactories of. 

the evil effects of joint tenantry in 

___ advantageous results of an improved sys
tem in the management of property in 

___ low rllte of wages of labour in, (/nd the 
consequences thereqf. 

IIyett -

Hunton 

Elmore 

O'Driscoll 
Dixon 

O'Driscull 

O'Driscull 

Parnell 
l\Ialthus 

l\Ialthll:' - -
Parnell 

Wilson 

Malthus 

Dixon 
Wilson 
Brown 
'" est -
Malthus 
Nimmo 
Murphy 
Tighe. 

- -
Parnell 
Elmore 

-1- L 4 

2473 to 2483 
2.JH to 2555 

2G16, ee, j 
to 2ti77. 

2j38 to '27+1. 
CiS;)· 

3083, 3084. 

2339· 

:8:-n. ~33+· 

+1 I:. 

101 ;. 

2~U·2. 

102u. 

10'2, to JO,1{· 

3321· 

3.14.5 to 3348 
434G• 

2G16 to 2()c!) 

2(;93 to 2(;Ut> 

3328 to 3333 

2481. 

263U·3012. 
2722 • 

30 78, 30 iU· 
3238. 
3471• 
3[)O5· 
42 97. 
43+U· 
4412. 

320, 321. 

2ii to 279. 

2.)6, -.J' . 
~t3o, 2lil. 

265. 2G8. 

~45· 

~..;,o(). 

+li{. 

12G. 
:tjR, 

1~6, 

J 27. 

o:!OO, 201. 

3'20. 

321 , ')."I,} 
.1-"· 

45 2 • 

'2l;:j. 
26G. 269. 

3'~o, 321. 

'25i· 
267, 293· 

:.!j 1. 

297· 
314· 
:130 . 

384. 
442 • 

45 2 • 

464. 

«((mlilmed.) 



640 INDEX TO THE PRINCIPAL MATTERS DETAILED IX THE 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

IRELAND; the want of capital in, to employ 
the labouring classes. 

holl' far the i'1troduction 0; capitol into, 
woul,] at present absorb the redundant 
labourers in agriculture. 

WID'ESSES. 

L. Foster - -
Bodkin 
Malthus - -
Strickland 

Malthus - -

little chance of improvement in, unless a 
regulated system of emigration be esta
blished to remove the redund2nt popu
latioll. 

Malthus - -

injurious effects of living upon potatoes in 

--- probable effects of poor laws upon 

Emigrants from, to the Canadas, aid their 
friends to join them. 

present state of the Emigrants from, sent 
out by Government to the Canadas. 

--- parts of, exposed to great distres>. ride 
CLEAIlING OF EST.-\TES. DIS
TRESS. DISTURBANCES, and 
PEASANTRY OF IRELAND. 

Grand Jury levies in, abuses in their ap
plication in ~ol1le cases. 

amount of Grand 
Jury levies in Galway. 

(rom its grl'at natural capabilities, might 
be made richer, in proportion, than 
England. 

--_. advantageous effects of a well·regulated 
system of emigration (rom. 

LABOUR, agricultural, i. at times a resource 
to a mnnuf:J.cturing pOpuI2~ion, thereby 
increasing the tehlporary difficulties of' 
country labourers. 

agricultural, partly paid out of the poor 
rates. 

manufacturing, occasionally paid out. of 
poor rates in England. 

diminished demand for, in rr:anufacturioo
districts, the cause of distress t~ 
weavers, & c. 

--- the introduction of improved machinery 
has diminished the temporary demand 
for certain kinds of 

Malthus 

Malthus - -
Buchanan 

Robinson -

Wilson 

Wilson 

Malthu< -

Malthus 
I -

Foster & Little 
Arch. Campbell 
Dru:nmond 
Turner 
Maxwell 
Fitzhugh 
Hunton 
L. FOoll'r 

Turner 
Moody _ 
Bradbury 
Burrell 

Moodv -
Turner 

Foster & Little 
Arch. Campbell 
Turner __ 
Northhou<e _ 

I Tait & Wilson 
I Alex.Ca llpbell 
I Fi,:I'!ell __ 

i Byett -
Hunton 

i 

I Fo<ter & Littlc: 
\Iood)' 
Turner. 
Alex. Camr-bell 
Fielden • _ _ 
ti-j'(lj' of rtJ,.:-tl"r 

Hvett -
Hunton 

Nl'MDElt PAGE 

of the of the 

QUESTION. E\,IDENCE. 

3155. 308. 
~7!J~. 2808. 275, '276. 
3:.l uG. 3339. 316. 321. 

3519. 334· 

3:2U5· 316. 

330), 318. 
3321 to 33~3. 320. 

3238• 314. 
3406 to 3416. 326. 

322 7. 3234. 313, 31.!-· 

877, 878. Ill. 

4256. 4 15 to 431. 

3039, 3040. 2fj5· 

3018 to 3024. 294· 

3433· 32 7. 

3358 to 3360. 322. 

3;· 52. 55· 47· 
178. l!JD. 5~, 56. 

~~7· 6·l. 
551. 82. 
626. 86. 

21 98, 21 99. 227· 
2848. 281. 

3 150. 3154. 307, 308. 
552. 82. 

587 & 588. 84· 
1216. 1219. 142 • 

11g7· 141. 
305 to 311. 66, 67· 

424. 445· 4S1. 74· 76. 
to 

45.5· 53S· 56 1. 81, 82. 
160. 1G~. I .53· 

182. I 
55· 

462 . 40S. n 
644 to b(;7. 88. go. 
81 3, 814. 106. 

183S· 198. 
Ig62. J976. 209, 210. 

23.'; 1. 2.50. 
2848, 2849. 2)) 1. 

59· IG,j. 168. 48. 53, 5+· 
369, 370 . In. 
·Pi· 54+. 74. 81. 

17.-1 1;. 186. 
1962. 199o• 20g. 21 L 

2~; 1. 238. 
23 2 8. 24+. 

2829. 2841). 280. 
2874. 2898. 282, ~~-t. 



EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION. 64l 

I'RINCIPAL HEADS. 

LAllOUR, the want of demand for, in manllt,lC
turing districts, induces weavers and 
others to seek for relief in Emigration. 

of the workmen in Great Britain lessened 
in value, and their condition deteriorated 
by the influx of Irish poor seel,inl; em
ployment. 

--- redundancy of in Great Britain, the cause 
of di~tress, and increase of poor rates. 

--- the redundancy of, and its low value in 
Ireland, force the poor to seek relief in 
Emigration to Great Britain, and other 
plactf. 

NUMBER 

WITNESSES. 

QUESTION. 

Foster & Little 6. 148 to 15], 
N orthhouse - 638, 639. 6g8. 
Fitzhugh - - 2239. 
Bishop of Che!!lter 2 '276. 
Hunton - - 284~), 2850. 

Foster & Little 69. 
Arch. Campbell 185. 187. 
Kennedy - - 229, 230. 243. 
Drummond - ~51. ~71, 272. 
JIl oud Y - - 343, 344. 
Turller - - 460. 557. 558. 
Alex. Campbell I ii5. 1787. 
Ui-hop of Che:;,kr ::!2t;,1, 2284. 
Malthus - - 3214 to 3218. 

Turner 
Bradbury 
Malthus 

Arch. Campbell 
Kennedy _ -
Drummond -
Alex.Campbell 
Parnell --

Bi~hop of Chester 
Dixon - - -
Wilson - - _ 
Bodkin -_ 
L. Foster - -
Malthus - -

Strickland 

3323, 3324. 
342 l. 

51 1. 
1216 to 1218. 

3258. 

~19· 

2~9· 

~79· 
1771.1784. 1847. 

4347· 4349· 
2283. 

2498. 250 1. 
2639. 

2801. 2803. 
3184. 

3214 to 3227. 
332 3. 

33!J4· 3396. 
352 4, 3532. 
3539· 33;)2. 

~Iurphy 
Marshall 

- - 3900, 3go 1. 392 7. 

Tighe -
Rice -

- - 421 7. 
42 40 10 4.245. 

4306. 
- - 4326 to 4329. 

the want of demand for, in Ireland, the 
cause of distress and disturbances.
Vide DISTRESS. D1STUlWANCES. 
PEASANTRY OF IRELAND, &c. 

--- its influence upon the manufacturing pros
perity of the nation, when redundant. 

___ the importance of the people employed in, 
being in a prosperous condition. 

--- when redul1(l.ant in agricultural parishes 
in England, injurious to the nation. 

--- in parts of Ireland, if half the labourers 
were removed, enough would remain to 
do the work. 

550 • 

when redundant. the removal of the lao 
bourers who cause it, will improve the 
condition of those who remain, and 
thereby lessen the poor rates. 

low Frice of, will not force the sale of 
manufactured goods beyond a certam 
point. 

the small farmers in Ireland often pay 
their rent by hiring themselves a part 
of the year to their landlord, or olhers. 

Malthus - -
Malthus - -

Moody - -
Bradbury - -
Dixon - - -

Drummond -
Moody - -
Turner - -
Bradbury - -
Northhouse - I 
Bi~bop of Chester 
Malthus - -
l\lalthus - -

Dixon - - -
Strickland -
Wilson - -
Tighe - - -

4l\I 

3281 to 3291. 

3~81. 3~!)2. 

581 to 584. 
1~16 to 1218. 

2,521. 

270. 
32 1. 
421. 

1218, 1219. 
650. 693. 

2282. 
3259 to 3261. 
3z7+ 328 1. 

3279, 3280. 

2480. 2489. 
3522 . 
2641. 

429 1 to 4295. 

I 
I 

PAGE 

of the 

EVIDENC ... 

45· 52,. 53· 
87. 9 2 • 

23U. 

l39· 
~8i. 

48, 
56. 

60, 61. 
63, 64· 

68. 
77. 82. 

189. 191. 
239, 240 • 

312, 3 1 3. 
320 . 
32 i· 

,;~. 
1+'2. 

3 15. 

58, 50· 
60. 
64· 

189, 190. 19~· 
201. 
4.s~· 
L ;~! J. 
~;)t,~. 

~f;7 . 
275, ~7G. 

310. 
312, 313· 

320 . 
325. 

334, 33,5· 
336. 

383. 385. 
,po. 
+11. 

445· 
4+9, 45 U • 

317. 318. 

3 17, 31::. 

84. 
14·' . 

25:)· 

(i4· 
67· 
7+· 
14~· 

88. 92. 
~1()· 

315. 
316, 3 17. 

3 17. 

.,), . 
334· 
267. 
441. 

\ c-Jlltl/ltIrll.} 



64~ INDEX TO THE PRINCIPAL MATIERS DETAILED IN THE 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

LABOUR; duration of, excessive, vide HOURS 
OF LABOUR. 

WITNESSES. 

___ Weavers and others losing their ordinary 
employment in, are not able to. get 
work in other temporary oCCllpations. 

Foster & Little 
Hunton -

___ demand for, in the British Colonies - Robinson 

Strachan 
Carlisle -
Clement -

Barnard -
Inglis -

I.AND; sales of, to settlers on the principle of I MOllnt -
payment by annual instalments. 

Vide CANADA COMPANY. RESERVES 
OF LAND FOR THE CLERGY. 

-
-
--
-

NUlIIBER 

or the 

QUESTION. 

. 
145· 148. 

~!l47· 

36.P to 3663. 
:3688, 368!). 

3!)73 to 3977· 
4:)'>3· 

40/6 to 4078. 
4\06 to 4112. 

4050 to 4062. 

4 161. 

PAGE 

of tile 

E\'IDE:SCE. 

351• 353, 
:.154· 

388, 389. 
453· 
395· 

397, 398. 
;)05· 
394· 

406• 

___ system followed in parts of Ireland, on Stanley - - 4388 to 4390. 460. 
granting leases of. 

. __ waste, the quantity and comparative fer
tility thereof in the United Kingdom, 
with estimates of expense for locating 
paupers thereon. 

Bodkin • 
Nimmo -
Strickland 
L. Foster 
C.mling -
Wills -
Tredgold 
J. M. Marshal 

___ opinIOns as to the probability of culti- Malthus
vating waste, by pauper lahourerR, so Nimmo -
as to repay the expense incurred, and Strickland 
without increasing the evils ofa redun· L. Foster 
dant population. 

___ abundance of fertile, in the Colonies un
appropriated and applicable to the 
location of Emigrant •. 

___ present state of the land recently settled 
by Irish pauper Emigrants under the 
direction of Government in Canada. 

Robinson 
Sewell 

Robinson 

___ mode of settling in Canada - - Robinson 

___ the cultivation thereof, by free labourers Carlisle -
at the Cape of Good Hope, is not pro- White -
fitable to the capitalist, from the high 
rate of wages. 

- __ quantity of, necessary to be granted to 
each pauper Emigrant in Canada. 

LANDLOIlDS; in certain English parishes, 
would find it their interest to contribute 
to the expense of removing their re
dundant able·hodied paupers to the 
British Colonies. 

Robinson 
Marshal 

Felton -
Buchanan 

Turner 
Burrel! 

Bradbury 
La Coste 
Hulton 
Adams 

___ and in Ireland - Dixon 

2804 to 2819. 
3456 to 3459. 
3482 to 3486. 
3592 to 3599. 
37 J 1 to ;)726. 
3801 to 3845. 
4013 to 4°4'. 

4211. 

- 3340 to 3343. 
- 34.35 to 3478. 
- 3488 to 3497. 
- 3597· 

3635· 
4009. 4011. 

4 247. 

1441. 
1460. 1851. 

- 4250. 4~55· 
- 4257 to 4260. 

42 7S· 
4261 to 4273. 

42 76, 42 77. 

.571. 
1148. 1184. 

1188. 
1~3.3· 

1564, 1565. 
2090. 2°92. 
'~248, '2249· 

Papcr given in 
by Spring Hiee, 
Esq. 1\1. P. 

'2506 to 250S. 
~[)1,:j, 2516. 

~5itj. 
2584 to 2591. 

West - -

--- Wca\'ers in Glasgow inhabit their houses Foster & Little 
without any present hope of being able 
to pay the forthcoming rent to. 

276, '1.77· 
32!), 330 • 

33 1• 

343· 
358 to 361. a6~. 

369· 373-
391. 393· 

4°9' 
3~1. 

328. 33 1• 

332 • 

343· 

351. 
391. 

41.5, 416 to 
431. 

412 to 414. 

157·' 
158. 202. 

4 14. 
43 2 • 

433· 
43 2 , 433· 

43:)· 

83· 
138, 140, 

1+1 • 

143· 
17 1 • 
21 9. 
234· 

2.,8. 
~~C)· 

20z. 
~63· 

'27" 278. 
~98. 

53· 
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PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

LEGISLATURES, Colonial; are disposed to 
grant facilities in aid of regulated 
Emigration. 

Colonial, would object to an unlimited 
and unregulated Emigration of pauper 
labourers. 

LONDON CO:llMITTEE for the relief of dis
tressed Manufacturers, aflord a tem
porary assistance to the distressed 
'Weavers in Scotland. 

in Wilmslowc 

offer £. 25,000. to promote the object of 
Emigration, provided twice that sum 
will be added thereto by Government. 

think that Emigration is the cheapest and 
most eflcctunl remedy for tho~e in dis
tress for w;tllt of cm1;foyment. 

the Heports made to fl'Om different parts, 
shewing the extent of distress among 
the manufacturing 1'001'. 

the mode in which reli",f was granted, 
and the mode of investigating adopted 
by. 

the good effects of their exertions felt 

MACHINERY; necessary for handloom weaving 
(except the wheel) is furnished by the 
weavers in GIa,gow, where they work 
by the piece. 

as the usc of, has been extended, the 
temporary distress of the hand-loom 
weavers haio increased. 

applied to the power-loom for weaving; 
enahles less than one-third of the la
bourers able to produce the same quan
tity of cloth, as was done by hand
loom weavers in the same time. 

___ ' when labour is displaced by, the Emigra
tion of the unemployed labourers be
comes expedient, when noo,her demand 
exists for their labour. 

one pair of power-looms can do the work 
of six hand-looms. 

___ it is about 8 years since the power-loom 
was introduced at Glasgow lor weaving. 

the introduction of, will be ultimately 
advantageous. 

the hand-loom weavers in Glasgow are 
convinced of the necessity of encou
raging the improvement of, as a national 
policy. 

the perfection of, advantageous to any 
country. 

if wages be augmented, the effect will be 
an increased use of. 

WITNESSES. 

Strachan 

Robinson 
Sewell 

Strachan 

Arch. Campbell 
Northhouse 

Turner -

Bi<;hop of Chestt."r 

Hyett 

Hyett 

Fielden -

Hulton -

foster & Little 

Fielden -
Bishop of Chester 
Camphell 
Foster & Little 
Drummond -
Moody -
Northhousc -
Hunton -

Fielden -
Foster & Little 

NUMBER 

of the 

QUESTION. 

1068, 1069. 
1117 to 1119. 
3631 to 3038. 
4007, 4008. 

3975· 

2343 to 2350. 

1972 , 1973· 
1981. 
2 137. 

15. 30. 32. 

2039, ~o40. 
226~. 

17.,G. 
58,S!). 74· 

284. 
324 to 328. 

653, 654. 
2829. 2866. 

2906. 

l\Ialthus - _Ii :3"77. 3421 to 
342 4. 

F~ster & Little 

Foster & Little 

Malthus -

Foster & Little 
N orthhouse -

Malthus • 

Moody. 
Hulton -

It);. 

73· 

..J - I'" to :12 7G. 
3281, 3282 . 

75. 78. 80. 
685. 

35:', to 358. 
'1128. 

4 l\f ::1 

PAGE 

of the 

EVIDENCE. 

131. 
135· 

350, 351. 
391. 

388. 

73· 

235· 

235· 

210. 

21 4. 
23j· 
186. 

47. 48. 
65. 

67, 68. 
88. 

280. 282. 
284. 

53· 

's,i-

316. 

69· 
2H. 

(contillued., 



644 INDEX TO THE PRINCIPAL MATTERS DETAILED IN THE 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

:lIACIIINERY; the improvement of, must be 
progressive, and will supersede the 
hand.loom. 

increased demand for goods wove by 
power-loom, would increase the use 
of, rather than raise the wages of hand
loom weavers. 

power-looms unequal to certain fabricks 

the power.loom must be employed, or 
this country must cease to manufacture 
for other nations. 

--- want of improved, ill Ireland, prevents 
the introduction of capital to employ 
the poor. 

better, might have been introduced into 
Ireland, had the money granted to the 
Linen Board been properly employed. 

may be kept back in a country where 
population is redundant. 

tax upon, proposed by a :;;ociety for 
bettering the condition of the labouring 
poor. 

~L\ 0:CFACITRES; rendered cheaper to the 
consumer by the introduction of power
loom machinery. 

rent of land paid from the wages received 
by persons employed in, rather than 
from the produce of the land. 

state of the population employed in, in 
the diocese of' Chester. 

cheap labour is nece,.ary to, and the 
loss of ingenious or skilled workmen is 
injurious to their prosperity. 

--- when demand for, arises, there exists a 
power to increase the means of pro· 
duction. 

persons in Lancashire and Yorkshire em
ployed in, desirous to emigrate. 

--- persons employed in, their good conduct 
under distress. 

--- increased quantity of, made from cotton, 
produced at a less expense in wages. 

. -- low prices of, extend their use, and increase 
their consumptiun to a certain point. 

MARIUAG ES; the consequences of improvident, 
ought to be impressed on the minds of 
the poor. 

l\IORTGAG ES; the pauper Emigrants would be 
willing to pass, on their lands and im
pruveml'nts to secure the repayment of 
any loan advanced to them to defray the 
expense of their passage and location. 

NEW BRUl\SWICK; land in, is not so good 
as in parts of "ova Scotia. 

part beet adapted for Emigrants hetween 
the sources of the St. John River and 
the Miramichi, which opens into the 
Bay of Fundy. 

"·IT~ESSES. 

Moody 
Turner 
N orthhouse -
Hunton 

Bi~hop of Chester 
Hulton 

Foster & Little 
Moody 
Hunton 

Moody 
Hunton 

Foster & Little 
Fielden 

Elmore 

Elmore 

Malthus 

Wills -

Foster'" Little 

Leslie Foster 
Bishop of 
Chester. 

Bishop of 
Chester. 

Alex' Campbell 

Alex' Campbell I 

Fitzhugh - -

Bishop of 
Chester. 

Fielden 

Fielden 

Malthus - • 

Foster & Little 
Tait & Wilson 

Scott 

Scott 

NUMBER 

flf the 

QUESTION. 

362. 364. 
4 27. 438• 

640 to 648. 
2858. 

2870. 2872 • 

2291. 
2085. 

169' 
318 .. 355· 358. 

2846• 

170. 172. 

1969' 

17 2 • 

3148. 3153. 
2277. ~281. 

2262. 

2316• 

1967, 1968• 
1993· 1094· 

3371. 3378. 

114 to 117. 
788 to 800. 

2445· 

PAGE 

of Ihe 

EVID];NCE. 

70 • 

74, 75· 
S8. 
281. 
282. 
240. 
218. 

70 . 
280. 

54· 
210. 

54-

237· 

196. 

231. 

237· 
'243· 

'log, 210. 

211. 

21 I. 

50. 
104. 105· 

255· 
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PRINCIPAL HEADS. WITNESSES. 

NEW BRUNSWICK; much land in, liable to Scott • • _ 
be escheated to the Crown from tllilure 
in the engagements of settlers, to whom 
large grants have been made. 

NEW SOUTH WALES; recommended as a Whitaker _ _ 
place of Emigration for hand.loom 
weavers. 

NUMBER 

of the 

QUESTION. 

--- proposal for sending labourers to, with- Clement _ _ 40u3 to 4112. 
out expense to the Treasury. 

NOVA SCOTIA; not so acceptable to the Alex' Campbell 
Scotch Emigrants as Upper Canada. 

--- Crown Lands in, fit for the location of Scott _ _ _ 
Emigrants. 

--- success of settlementa in 

--- fees upon grants of land in -

--- roads ought to be made in -

--- private sales of land in, showing that 
annual instalments after five or "ix years 
could be easily paid. 

--- value of 100 acres in, after five years cul
tivation. 

--- desirous to receive a regulated Emi
gration. 

~ pauper Emigrant would require provisions 
for two years. 

--- casual Emigrants to, often go to the 
United States. 

PARISHES, in England, willing to char~e their 
rates to raise funds for the Emigration 
of able-bodied paupers. 

in England, would require an alteration 
in the law to enable them to charge 
their rates for the removal of paupers 
by Emigration. 

--- allowances made by, for the support of I 
paupers. 

Scott 

Scott 

Scott - - -

Scott • 

Scott - - -
Scott - - -

Scott - - -
Scott - - -
Turner - -
Moody - -
Smith - - -
Burrell - -
Bradbury - . 
La Coste - -
Taylor - -
Maine - -
Hulton - -
Adams - -
Turner - -

Turner - -
Smith - - -
Bradbury • 
La Coste - -
Taylor • -
Homewood -
Maine -
Hyett - - -

I 
I 
I 

1749· 

2385 to 3390. 
2411 to 2412. 
2446 to 2447. 

2391, 2392. 
'24 17. 

2396 to 2398. 

2455 to 2458. 

2421 to 2424. 

qr,c. 2460. 

2461 to 2465. 

2467, 24GB. 

430 to 434. 
437· 567. 
60G. 614. 

1054 to 1058. 
1147 to 1208. 
121 3 to 1219 . 
12:l:3, 1234. 
1.563, 1564. 
1621 to IG24. 
170.) to 1707. 
2090. 2094. 
2248, 2249· 

j7U . 

430 • 
1053. 

123~, 1214. 
1559. 1;;(;2. 

1613. 
IG66. 
1 j0l. 

2366• 

___ immediate relief afforded to, by the Emi
gration of paupers. 

Homewood - 1662.1667.1680. 1\ 

Maine - - 1730, 1731. 
Hunter - - 2934 to 2938. 
Malthus - - 3358. I 

Vide POOR LAWS. 

PARISH VESTRIES; 
POOR LAWS. 

550. 

POOR RATES. 

1'ide PARISHES. 
POOR RATES. I 

i 
4M3 

PAGE 

of the 

EVIDENCE. 

255· 

301, 302 . 

394, 398. 

255· 

253· 

254· 

255, 256. 

256• 

2.r;G. 

7+, 75· 
75· 83· 
85, 86. 

I~!"h 130 • 

138. 14~· 
142 • 

143· 
171. 

17+, 175· 
180. 
21 9. 
234· 

83· 

74, 75· 
129. 
143· 
17 1• 

174· 
178• 
180. 
251. 

178, 179· 
181. 

288, 289. 
322 . 



h.+6 INDEX TO THE PRINCIPAL MATTERS DETAILED IN THE 

PRINCIPAL HEiIOS. WITNESSES. 

NUMBER 

of the 

PAGE 

of the 

, QUESTION. EVIDENCE. 
___________ 1 ___________ _ 

PASSENGERS ACT; difference of expense to Buchanan 
persons emigrating to the British Pro-
vinces, under the former, and under 
the present. 

necessity of having some security for Emi
grants, by a. 

--- snggestions for forming [l new 

PAUPERS; able to work, but for whose labour 
there is no effective demand, are of no 
advantage to the country, but may be 
an expense to the nation. 

--- desirous to emigrate; state of those in 
America who were sent from Headcom 
parish. 

as Emigrants, could only be received in 
small numbers, if sent casually to Ame· 
rica or the Canada •. 

--- sent from Ireland, hy subscription, to 
Great Britain. 

sent back from Great Britain to Ireland 
at the public expense. 

--- expense of maintaining them in different 
parts of the United Kingdom. 

PEASANTRY OF IRELAND; wretched con-

lluchanan 
Fitzhugh - -

Fitzhugh 

Malthu5 

Smith - -
Homewood -
Maine 
Hulton 

Moody 
Buchanan 
felton 

Rice -
Elmore 

Archd Campbell 
Moody 
Alex. Campbell 
Hulton 

Turner 
Moody 
N orthhouse -
O'Driscoll 
Burrell 
Bradbury 
La Coste 
Taylor 
Homewood -
Maine 

Alex. f'ampbell 
Hulton 
Byett - -
Dixon 

Strickland 
Cosway 
Beecher - -
Tighe -

816 to 822. 

8~5 to ~il. 
~155 to 2173. 
2206 to 2217. 

2231. 

~162. 2166. 
~211. 2225. 

3240 to 3248. 

1058. 
1658, 1659. 

1712. 
2090• 

387 
876 to 393. 
954 to 975. 

4326• 
4412,4413. 
4430, 4436• 

211. 
348• 
1786. 
2122. 

424. 
5BS. 

665, &c. 
101 7. 
1149· 
1215. 
1559· 
16~0. 

1666 to 1668. 
1701 , 170 2. 

1818. 
2082 to 2093. 

2306. 
2483 to 2490. 

~502. 

3546 to 3550. 
3872 • 

4145 to 4156. 
4297. 

dition of the, for want of employment._ Vide DISTRESS. 
CLEARING OF ESTATES. LABOUR, &c. 

--- their distress compels them to resort to 
Great Britain for that employment 
which they cannot find at home.- Vide 
EMIGRATION. LABOUR, &c. 

--- numbers of the, who had means and were 
of good character, have emigrated at 
their own expense, while others of the 
same class desire to follow. 

their desire to emigrate to the British 
Colonies. 

suffer much from their exertions to sup
port tbe aged and sick. 

Fitzhugh 
Dixon 
Wilson 

Dixon 
Wilson 
West -
Fost"r 
Murphy 
lIIarshal 
S. Rice 
Stanley 

Wilson 

- - 21 70. 
~501. 

2681. 

2501. 
2682. 3060. 

3102 to 3108. 
3564 to 3567. - - 3927 to 3937. 
4217 to 4220. 
4329 to 4332. 

4396. 

3034 to ~36. 

106, 107. 

107. 110. 
223. ~26. 

~~8. 
229 

224· 
228, 229-

314. 

130. 
178. 
180. 
21 9. 

71. 
III to 112. 
120 to 123_ 

449· 
464. 
466. 

57· 
69· 
190. 
221. 

74· 
84· 

90. 100. 
126. 
138. 
142• 
171. 
174· 
178. 
180. 
196. 

218, 21,,' 
~51. 

257· 
258. 
336. 
379· 

403· 405. 
442. 

226. 
258. 
268. 

2,:;8. 
269. 296 . 

299· 
338. 

385, 386. 
410• 
450. 
461 • 

295· 
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PlUNCIPAL HEADS. WITNESSES. of the .. fthe I 
NUMBER PAGE 

------------------i-------I~=~~~ 
PEASANTRY OF IRELAND; in Wcstmeath, 

if half the labouring population were 
removed, enough would remain to do 
the work. 

Dixon - i 252 I. 259. 

their present statc of distress makes them 
reckless of the consequences of early 
marriages. 

their ejection fl"Om small tenements, in 
many cases, the cause of disturbances. 
Vi(u CLEARING OF ESTATES. 
DlSTUHBANCES. 

--- their wretched mode of subsistence.
Vide SUBSISTENCE. 

ruinous effect. upon the, arising from the 
failure of the potato Cl"Op. 

their peculiar distress, when renting land 
from middlemen. 

the Tithe Composition Act, a great re
lief to the. 

resident in the counties of Down, Armagh, 
and Antrim, less exposed to elistress 
than in other di.trict~, from the accu
mulation of capital invested in manu
factures. 

Dixon 
Wilson 
Bodkin 
Foster 

Dixon 

Wilson 

Dixon 
Brown 
Bodkin 

Wiison 

Wilson 

L. Foster -

in parts of Ireland, subscriptions have 
been entered into to defray the expense 
of sending to England part at" the 
pauper. 

I Elmore 

POOR LAWS; administration of, by select 
vestries. 

appeals to magistrates in cases of -

even a deficient population may become 
burdensome, under the present admi
nistration of. 

___ should be amended, with reference to the 
taxes on cottages, from which paupers 
have been removed. 

the severe pressure of, upon certain pa- I 
rishes in England. 

I, 

circumstances attending the, in Scotland, 
and suggestions for the impl"Ovement 
thereof. 

inability of the county of Renfrew to 
raise the sum required to support the 
number of poor last year, requiring 
relief. 

on the introduction of, into Ireland 

the effect of Emigration on the 

the rigid enforcement of the, would, if 
resorted to, make the poor willing to 
emigrate. 

Vide PARISHES. POOR RATES. 
PAUPERS, &c. &c. 

Turner 

Turner 

Bishop of 
Chester. 

Hulton 
Disllop of Ch('.',tcr 
Malthus -
Cosway 

Bi.hop of 
Chester. 

Foster & Little 
Kennedy - -
Drummond -
Alex' Campbell 

Alex' 
Campbell. 

Wilson 
Malthus -

Turner 
Malthus - -

Burrell - I 

I 
I 

2567 to 2Svg 
268g, 2690' 
2771 to 277-1. 
3'77· 3 17g· 

2473 to 24g0. 
2.529 to 2543. 
2556 to 2;j6J. 
2058 to 26G8. 

2502 . 2~93· 
273°· 

2739, 2740 . 

3003, 300+-

3031, 30 32. 

4412 to }+14· 

49 1. 493· 
573· 
..; ~):'). 

2319, 2320. 

21 33. 
2308. 

3252 to 3257. 
3873 to 3882. 

2262 to 2265. 

8g. 
q:l-
"(iO. 

1750 • 1771. 
1779 to 1787. 

1752 to 1754. 
181g. 
1835. 

3034. 3038. 
3227 to 3234. 

421, 422 • 
32.') I to 3258. 
3361 to 3376. 

3382 . 

1183. 

256, 257· 
260. 
261. 

zG7, 268. 

258. 263. 
'271. 

'ljl, '1.72. 

~94' 

464, 465. 

78. 
Sa· 
78. 

~43· 

no·) 

242 • 
315, 

380, 381. 

237· 

49· 
61. 
64· 

184. 189. 
190, 191• 

185. 
Ig6. 
Ig8. 

295· 
313, 314. 

74· 
315. 
323, to 
32+. 
140. 

(continued.) 
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PRINCIP_~L HEADS. 

POOR RATES; in some parts of England, the 
rent of pauper cottages paid from the. 

Manufacturers, who for their own benefit 
introduce labourers into a parish, to be 
made answerable that. such do not 
tecome chargeable upon the. 

the beneficial effects which a regulated 
system of Emigration would have upon 
the. 

WITNESSES. 

Turner -
Burrell -
Maine -

Maxwell 

BradlJUry 
Homewood 
Maine -
Ma1t11~' -

NUMBER 

of the 

QUESTION. 

50 3, 5°4· 
1197· 1199· 

17 19, 

636• 

1235 to 1237. 
1681. 
17°3· 

32 51 to 3257. 
3361 to 3376. 

3382. 
Parishes take care to prevent strangers 

from obtaining settlements upon the. 
Turner -
Burrell -

La Coste 

- 441. 521 to 523. 
1183, 1184. 

1195· 
1599· 

--- sometimes applied to the payment of 
Labourer's wages; vitle LABOUR. 

contributors to, have lately eften become 
paupers themselves. 

Irish labourers have obtained relief from 
the, in parts of England .. 

--- Annual amount thereof in certain parishes 
compared with the population. 

Turner -
Hyett -

Moody -
Hunton -

Turner - -
:\loody - -
l:lmith _ -
Burrell - -
La Coste -
Taylor - -
Homewood -
Adams - _ 
Bishop of Chester 
Cosway - -
Beecher - -

PO PULA TION; if a portion of the, "'ere re- Foster & Little 
moved by Emigration, the remainder 
would find employment. 

part of the, in the west of Scotland, must 
have perished without the aid of the 
London Relief Committee. 

the exchange of an Irish for a native 
Scotch, would depreciate the moral 
habits of Scotland. 

_ increase of, promoted by the poverty and 
degradation of the Irish peasant, to a 
certain extent. 

--- increase of, is greatest among the cot tiers 
in Ireland. 

--- increase of, only beneficial when labour 
CUlt be productively employed. 

--- is redundant in parts of England and 
Scotland. 

--- and in Ireland; vide IRELAND, and 
PEASANTRY OF IRELAND. 

Northhouse -

Drummond -

Dixon -
Bodkin -
Wilson -
L. Foster 
:\Ialthus -
Blake -

Murphy -

Blake 

Moody • 
Burrell -
Bradbury 
Hunter -

--- increase of, may be restrained by degrees BodkiI. _ 
I :,Ialthus 

498. 
2350. 

346 to 348. 
2864, 2865. 

41 7. 
300 . 576. 

1048. 
1146. 
1575· 
161 3. 
1664. 
2246. 
2263. 
3867. 

4 1 32 . 4 1 34. 

161. 

686. 

251, 25'2· 
274 to 278. 

2567 to 2570. 
2i71 to 2774. 
2688 to 2690. 
3177 to 3179. 
3400 to 3404. 

4377· 

3948 to 3950. 

581, 582. 
1147· 

1~.H6, l~li. 
2939· 

2758, 2759· 
33"~ to :j.)~7. 

3.303· 

PAGE 

of lb. 

EVIDENCE. 

143· 
179· 
180. 
315. 

323, 32 4. 
324-

76. 80. 
140_ 
141. 
173· 

79· 
249, 250. 

73-
66. 83. 

129. 
137· 
172 . 

174. 
178. 
234· 
237-

378, 379· 
402. 

53· 

261. 
274· 
269. 
310. 

32 5, 326. 
458. 

387. 

459· 

273 
3'10. 

3,' ~.). 
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NUMBER PAGE 
PRINCIPAL HEADS. WITNESSES. of the of the 

QUESTION. EVIDENCE. 

POPULATION, under the present want of ca· Bodkin - - 271:l9 to 2799. ~75. 
pital in Ireland, a thinning of the, 
essentially necessary, previous to the 
introduction of agricultural improve. 
ments in that country. 

--- the amount of, in Ireland 

the amount of, in England, Scotland and 
Wales. 

in some parts of Ireland, has doubled in 
20 years, and is still encrcasing. 

probable effect of the rapid increase of, 
upon the labouring classes of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

when the labouring portion of, exists be· 
yond the demand tor labour, the general 
situation of the labourer is deteriorated 
even by a very small excess, and a tax 
is thereby imposed on the community. 

the en crease of an English, in the Colo. 
nics, would afford valuable markets for 
the manufactures of Great Britain. 

ratio at which the, has been encreasing 
in England between 1811 and 1821. 

ratio at which the, has been encreasing in 
I reland at different periods. 

the excess of the numbers of those who 
labour beyond the demand, iJ the prin. 
cipal cause of distress in parts of Great 
Britain and Ireland. 

no state of things can justi(y the perma· 
nent misery of the lallouring. 

the eKcessive pauper, in Ireland, the 
cause of breaches of the law; vide 
DISTURBANCE. 

the improved condition of the, in the 
Island of H urn, in consequence of the 
removal of a large part by Emigration. 
Vide EMIGRATION. 

the interest of the landed proprietors 
would be materially benefited by the I 

removal of the extl'a, from Ireland. 

the proposi tion relative to, is erroneous, 
which maintains, that if children were 
to be born equal in number to the I 
Emigmnts removed, there would stIll 
of necessity be a redundant population. I 

_ the conviction of all classes ill Ireland 
is that, should be checked. 

the radical cure for the superabundant, 
must first be in Ireland, where the evil 
originates. 

I 
I 

I 

Parnell -
Malthus 

Malthus 

Dixon -
Wilson -
Bodkin -

Malthus· 

Malthus _ 

Malthus -

:\laltI.us • 

Parnell -
Malthus • 
L. Foster 

Malthus 

Mal thus -

S. Rice· 

Hunter • 

Foster 

Malthus 

Foster 

Alex. Campbell 
Bishop of Che!ter 

the excess of, in any country, is always I Malthu~ • 
to be considered as relative to the I 
demand for their labour. 

550. 4 N 

3189 to 3203. 

342.5, 3426. 

2525. 2568. 
2669. 

276~, 2763. 

3211 to 3224. 
3306 to 3310. 

32 39 to 3248. 
:l'J58 to 3261. 

3293 to 3300. 
3350. 3365. 

342 7. 

3428 to 3431. 
3166 to 3171. 

3262. 3264. 
3288 to 3292. 

31.57. 

3389 to 3393. 

1774. 1828. 
2283. 

3432 • 

200, 201. 
311, 312. 

32 7. 

259. 26J. 
268. 
273· 

312, 313. 
319· 

318. 
:3'2'2, 3'2:1. 

2CO, 201. 

32 7. 
30 9· 

316. 
317, 318. 

318• 

288, 289' 

308 . 

325. 

310, 

189. 197· 
239· 



INDEX TO THE PRINCIPAL MATTERS DETAILED IN THE 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

POPULATION; when reuundant, prevents im
proved systems of cultivating and 
managing farms from being adopted. 

___ increase of, promoted in Irebnd by the 
state of' poverty and degradation of 
the peasantry. 

WITNESSES. 

Moody 
Rice -
Marshal 
Blake -

Dixon 
Wilson 
Bodkin 
L. Foster 
Malthus - -
Murphy 
l3Iake -

POTA TOES; vide SUBSISTENCE. 

POWER-LOO:\I WEAVING; ,-ide WE!,VETIS. 

RENT; the rise thereof caused by the ad,'ance 
in the price of produce compared with 
the cost of production, such advance 
afterwards causing the cultivation of 
poor soils. 

___ the effect of the introduction of the Poor 
Laws into Ireland upon. 

--- the amount of, how paid in some parts 
of Ireland. 

--- frequently not paid in Ireland 

--- in nlany cases, would be actually in
creased, if a redundant population 
could be removed from farms in 
Ireland. 

RESERVES of LAND in Canada; a con
siderable portion of those belonging to 
the clergy are under leases. 

cause of the difficulty of obtaining the 
rent due for the leases of. 

Malthus 

Malthus 

Dixon 
L. Foster 

Bodkin 
L. Foster - -
Blake - - -
Stanley 

"-est 
Stanley 

Strachan - -

Strachan - -

--- belonging to the Crown, disposed of to ;\I'Gillivray -
the Canada Company. 

SA ,'I"G BANKS; have been found more use
ful among the manufacturing poor 
living in towns, than in places among 
the hills of Lancashire. 

SCOTLAND; the weavers in parts of, suffer 
grt'.;lt distress. 

- __ the Emigration of a part of the weavers 
in distress, would afford relief to those 
who remain in. 

Bishop of 
Chester. 

Alex' Campbell 

Hyett - - -

Alex' Campbell 

amount of charitable contributions for Archd Campbell 
relieving the poor in parts of. 

Vide DISTRESS. LONDON RELIEF Alex' Campbell 
CO:\IMITTEE, &c. Hyctt - - -

--- inability of the resident gentry to relieve 
the distressed weavers in. 

--- defects in the law of settlement in -

SETTLE:lIE~TS in PARISHES; labourers 
from Ireland have in Scotland become 
paupers, after having obtained. 

Alex' Campbell 

Kennedy - -
Maxwell - -
Alex'Campbell 

Archd Campbell 
Kennedy -
Drummond -
Maxwell - -
Alex' Campbell 

NUMBER 

of the 

QUESTW;\. 

4200 to 4205. 
43b7· 

2567 to 2570. 
2688 to 2690. 
2771 to 2774. 
31 77 to 3179. 
3400 to 3404. 
3940 to 3950. 

4377-

3340 to 3342. 

2473 to 2491. 
3147 to 3153. 

2777 to 2786. 
3 156. 

4379 to 4382 . 
4394· 

30 93. 
4395· 

112 I. 

1122 to 1131. 

2311, 2312. 

1735 to 1739. 
1749· 

2324 to 2326. 

1739 to 1745. 

185. 193· 
lUi to 200. 

1752 to 1754. 

239 to 246. 
630 to 636. 

1788. 

200 to 20~. 
233 to 239. 
274 to ~78. 
630, 631. 

1764 to 1766. 
) 773· 

PAGE 

of the 

EVIDENCE. 

84· 
278. 

408,' 4°9· 
457· 

261. 
269. 
274· 
310• 

32:;, 326. 
386, 387. 

45 S. 

32 1. 

3 13. 

256, 257· 
30 7. 

274· 
30S. 
H9· 
460. 

2g8. 
46 1. 

135· 

135, 136. 

242 • 

182, 183. 
184. 
244· 

183. 

Gl, G:!. 
86, 8;. 

191. 

57· 
61. 
64. 

86, 87. 
187, 188. 

189. 
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PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

SETTLEMENTS in PARISHES; labourers 
from Ireland, and other parts of the 
United Empire, occasionally become 
a source of expense to particular 
parishes or counties in England, with
out obtaining. 

___ labourers from Ireland in England, by 
apprenticeships and other means, have 
obtained. 

agricultural districts are now more alive 
than formerly, to the consequences of 
strangers obtaining. 

--- no reciprocity between the law of, in 
England and in Scotland. 

SETTLERS; as Emigrants from the United 
Kingdom, in the British Colonies. 

Vide CANADA. CAPE OF GOOD 
HOPE_ K\IIGRANTS, .s.c. 

STATISTICAL DETAILS; shewingthenum
ber of persons forming Emigration 
Societies in Renfrewshire and Lanark
shire, \\"ho have petitioned Parliament 
for aid to enable them to remove to the 
British Provinces in North America. 

Vide Appendix, for Petitions from persons 
desirous to Emigrate, but now residing 
in England, Scotland and Ireland_ 

county of Renfrew dependent for aid 
on the Committee for the Relief of the 
unemployed Operatives. 

shewing the receipt and expenditure of 
the Committee of the county of Ren
frew appointed for the relief of the 
unemployed Operatives in 1827_ 

respectin"" the income and expenditure 
of the bhand_Ioom weavers chiefly, in 
different parts of Great Britain, prior 
to February, 82 7_ 

respect!ng the numb~r ~fhouses occupied 
by different descrIptIOns of poor per
sons in the several townships of the 
pari5h of Wil:nslow, III the county of 
Cheshire. 

WITNESSES. 

Moody 

Hulton 

Hunton 

Turner - - , 
Hunton - I 

Turner 
Burrell 
Hulton 
Hunton 

Kennedy - -

Arch' Campbell 
Nortllhouse -

Archd Campbell 
Alex' Campbell 

A rehd Campbell 

:',Iuody 

Northhouse -
Hunton 

-I Turner -

___ respectin" the number of unemployed Hyett. - -
weaver~ in Lanca,hire, Yorkshire, Wilt-
shire, Gloucestershire and Scotland. 

respecting the paupers, whether agricul-
turallabourers or otherwise, in different 
parishes in England: 

Shipley, in Sussex 

West Grinstead, in DO 
pulborough, in DO 
Smarden, in DO -
Oundle, in Northamptonshire 
Chertsey, in SlII"ry 
Feltham, in Middlesex 
Headcom, in Kent 
Bilsington, in DO 
MildenhaJl, in Suffolk 
Carlisle, in Cumberland 

Southwell, in Nottinghamshire 
Thurgerton, in D' 

Moody 

-I 
Burrell 

Cosway 
Smith - -
La Coste 
Taylor 
Homewood -
Cosway 
Adam - . . 
Hunton 

Beecher -
D" - -

NUMBER 

of the 

QUESTION. 

3 .. 7, 348. 
3S'2, 3S3-

211 7,2111.2222. 

2864, 2865. 

47+ to 477-
2863. 

.5S9· 
1194, 119S· 

2102 to 21OS. 
-290 4, 2905-

24[;· 

17:")· 
638, (,39-

185. 
17..'>4-

21 7. 

296 to 31S. 
333, 334· 
359. 36 1. 

576 to 582. 
587 to SUo. 

3892 • 

1048 to 1054-
165.} to 1589. 
11!12 to 1620. 
1655 to 1692_ 
3867 to 3883-

2246. 
2831 to 2843-
2S()5- 2876. 

2893. 
,P32 ·4134· 
4 138. 4144. 

to 4146. 

4 N 2 

PAGE 

of the 

EVIDENCE. 

69-

221, 22:2. 

-282. 

ii, 78. 
281. 

B:!. 
If I. 
220. 

284· 

62. 

SC. 
1~':;_ 

58. 

65 to 6j. 
68_ 

69, 70. 
100 to 104_ 
285 to 287. 

182_ 

83, 84· 
84-

136 to 138. 

382, 383. 
129. 

17 1 , 173· 
IH-

178, 179· 
378 to 381. 

234-
280. 
282. 

28 3. 
402 . 
403. 
404. 

(colltinlleci.j 



652 INDEX TO THE PRli\CIPAL MATTERS DETAILED IN THE 

NUMlJER 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. WITNESSES. of tbe 

QUESTION. 

STATISTICAL DET:\ILS; exhibiting a plan Felton - - 1514. 
for the repayment of provisions fur- Buchanan - - . -
nished io the Emigrants in Canada, 
after their arrival at the place of lo-
cation. 

--- D' - for the Cape of Good Hope - Francis - - - - -
Carlisle - - - - -

--- exhibiting instances of pauper Emigrants Thompson 1882. 
having accumulated considerable pro-
perty in a short period at the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

--- D" - for Canada Robinson 

--- shewing tIle price of labour in Cape Eaton - - • Ig.p to 1943. 
Town at the Cape of Good Hope. 

D' - in Van Diemen's Land 

D" - in New South Wales -

--- relative to a property in the County of 
l\layo, with the rental thereof. 

--- D' - in Kerry - - - - -
--- D' - in Limerick - - - -
--- D' - in Westmeath - - - -
--- relative to the Islands of Rum, Tiree, 

South Vist, Benbicula aDd Coli, form. 
ing part of the Hebrides. 

Barnard -

Clement 

delivered in by 
Spring Rice, Esq. 
a member of the 

Committee. 

- D' -
Stanley - -
Tighe - - -

4328. 

4394 to 4390. 

4286 to 4292. 

Hunter - - 2932 to 2<)36. 
2943 to 2950. 
2960 to 2963. 

2966. ~972. 2973· 
2981. 2!)85· 

--- relative to victualling Emigrants on the Robinson 
passage from Cork to Quebec. 

361 4. 

--- shewing the estimated valuc of the pro
duce of pauper labourers, in Novem. 
ber 1826, who had been located in 
Canada by Government, in 1825. 

--- respecting the territorial surface of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and adjacent Is
l~nds; exhibiting the quantity of cul
ttvated land, of waste land capable of 
cultivation, and of all other kinds unfit 
for the production of grain, vegetables 
or grasses. 

--- the estimated extent of the bogs of Ire· 
land. 

--- shewing the computed expense oflocating 
a pauper family on waste, or good un. 
cultivated land in the United Empire. 

- shewing the prices of wheat and rate 
of s.ervants. wages, as settled by the 
magistrates In Kent and Gloucester, in 
1732. 

--- exhibiting a scale of provisions for a 
mechanics' family of four persons in 
New South Wales; the proportionate 
number of different tradesmen recom
mended to be sent thither, and the pre
sent rate of wages. 

re~pecting the tonnage of shipping en
r;aged in the timber trade between the 
United Kingdom and the British North 
.\mcrican Provinces, with an estimate 
of the exp~me or the passage of a 
pauper English, Scotch and Il'i.h Erni. 
8rant. 

Robinson 

Couling 

L. Foster 

Couling 
Wills -

Wright 

Clement 

Buchanan 

37 1 1. 

- - 3592• 

- - 3726. - . 3845. 

- - - - -

- - 4112. 

PAGE 

of the 

EVIDENCE. 

167, 168. 
201, 202 • 

169. 
303· 305. 

204. 

4 15 10 431. 

207 to 208. 

306. 

397, 398. 

278, 270· 

449,450 • 

460, 461 . 

440 to 441. 

288. 
289. 

289, 2!)0. 
290 • 

29 1• 

347, 348. 

349, 350. 

343· 

363, 364. 
373, 374· 

376, 377· 

398. 

455· 
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PRINCIPAL HEADS. WITNESSES. 

STA TISTICAL DETAILS; exhibiting' an e5- Buchanan 
timate of the expense of locating a 
pauper family from Ireland in Canada. 

SUB-LETTING OF LAND IN IRELAND; 
the interests of the landlord and mid
dleman therein. 

--- policy of the common law respecting -

--- Act against; is beneficial to the occu-
pying tenant. 

--- the provisions of the Act against - -

--- operations of that Act with respect to 
existing leases. 

--- Act against, gives full power to the land
lords to prevent the subdivision of the 
land. 

Dixon - -
Bodkin - -
Blake - - -
Blake - - -
Blake - - -

Blake -

Blake -

Blake 

--- Act against, by preventing sub-letting, Blake _ _ _ 
many persons who formerly held land 
are thrown out of employment. 

--- proposed improvement in the Act against 

._-- Act against; will often be inoperative 
withont a regulated system of Emi
gration. 

Rice -

Murphy 

--- difficulty of enforcing the provisions of Rice _ _ _ 
the Act against, with respect to exist-
ing contracts. 

SUBSISTENCE; the value of the labour of the 
poor influenced by the cost of. 

--- of a weaver in Glasgow, in 1815 -
--- Do _ _ _ in 18~6 -

--- of the Irish in Glasgow, is very miser
able. 

--- of the Irish in Glasgow, is chiefly po
tatoes. 

! ,j 

--- of the Crofters, in the Hebrides, at pre· 
sent consists chiefly of potatoes and a 
little oatmeal. 

DO _ of the tenants in certain parishes of 
Westmeath. 

___ of the Emiurants during their passage, 
and upon ~heir location in the colonies. 

___ of a mechanic's family in New South 
Wales. 

___ of the labourer, should be of a superior 
quality of food. 

___ when the labourers are fed on cheap food 
like potatoes, as in Ireland, the increase 
of populati~n. is promoted by the faci
lity of obtammg. 

___ DO _ in New Spain, according to Hum. 
bolt. 

___ estimate of the expense of, for paupers 
in Ireland. Vide PEASANTRY IN 
IRELAND. 

___ DO _ in Scotland 

Vide SCOTLAND. SETTLEMENTS. 

550. 

Foster & Little 

Northhouse -
- D" -
- DO -

Alex. Campbell 

Hunter - -

Tighe - - -
Buchanan -

Felton - -
Francis - -
Robinson - -
Clements - -

Malthus - -

Malthus - -

Malthus - -

O'Driscol -
Dixon - - -

Northhou~e -
Hunter - -

4 N 3 

NUMBER 

of the 

QUESTION. 

4397, 43g8. 

2596, 2597· 
2742 . 2i47· 

4381. 

4360. 4362 . 

4355· 

4356. 

4360. 

437 2 • 4375· 

4312• 43 15. 

84,85, 

- - -
- - -
738 to 748. 

17go• 

~965· 

4290 • 

- - -
4398. 
15 14. 

- - -
361 3. 361 4. 

4 112• 

3237 to 3239. 
32~0. 

3406. 

3203. 

3204 to 3026. 

660 to 666. 
2gfio, 2901. 

2973· 

I 

PAGE 

of the 

EVIDENCE. 

456. 

457· 

459· 

49· 

100. 

101. 

g6. 

191. 

440. 

201. 

463, 464. 
167, 168. 

169. 
347. 348. 

398. 

312• 

8g, go. 
28g, 290. 

290 • 

(continued.) 



654 INDEX TO THE PRINCIPAL MATTERS DETAILED IN THE 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

SUBSISTENCE, estimate of the expense of, for 
paupers in Eng!and. 

ride ESTIMATES and PAUPERS. 

of the lowest class of labourers in some 
parts of Ireland is potatoes and butter
milk in Summer, and in Winter salt 
and water. 

WITNESSES. 

Dixon 

Wilson 

Vand.eleur -
Bodkin - -

___ the value of the furniture of a family of the Wilson 
lowest description of labourers in parts 
of Ireland would not be worth lOS. 

___ of the hand-loom weavers in Carlisle is Hunton 
principally potatoes and a little butter-
milk and herrings. 

T AXES on Cottages in agricultural districts 
should be paid by landlords. 

--- chargeable on cottiers in Ireland should 
be paid by landlords. 

___ should be imposed on landlords of cot
tages in Scotland, fur the support of 
those manufacturing labourers intro
d uced from other districts, when they 
becume paupers. 

___ for defraying the expense of removing 
redundant labourers, under the circum
stances conte.nl'lated for preventing 
the vacuum being filled up, would be 
justifiable as a national object. 

Ribhop of C'hc~ter 

Co.way - -

Rice 

Maxwell - -
Mal thus - -

Malthus - -

--- landlords of Ireland, as n body, would \Yib", 
not like ouch a tax on their land. 

Dn in Scotland 

on commodities of subsistence and com
fort proposed to be transferred to 
steam power and machinery, by an 
Association in London, for bettering 
the condition of manufacturing and 
agricultural labourers, &c. 

Vide Appendix, page 576. 

TIMBE It, trade in, between the United Kingdum 
and the North American provinces. 

--- trade, Iikelv to be enercased when the 
Weiland 'Canal is finished. 

Alex' Campbell 

Will, - - -

Buchanan -
Hobinson -

RobinsOlJ -

NUMBER 

of the 

QUESTION. 

2556. 
2593· 
262l. 

zG6z. 2668. 
3 138. 

2734· 2739· 
2740. 

30 52. 

2837. 

2308. 
3875 to 3886. 

433 ... · 

629. 
636. 

3271. 

3360. 

3068. 

177'/', 

3706 to 3798. 

- - -
3675. 36j6. 

3688. 3689. 

--- kinds of, most generally fount! III the li-obinson 
forests of Upper Canada. 

- 3605 to 3701. 

eXITED ~T A TES; poor persons going thither ~IuuL1y 
1Il great numbers as Emigrants, are ex-
posed to great misery in the sea-Fort 
towns before they obtain employment 
in the interior. 

--- price of labour is very fluctuating, vary- :\Ioo<l), - -
mg from half a dollar to a dollar a day, 
in the. 

--- labour of a weaver now below that of a Tait & Wilson 
common labourer, in some parts of 
the. 

the expense of removing from the densely Moody 
peopled parts on the sea coast to the 
newly settled States, is greater than it 
would be to an emif!Tant from (t L:at 
Britain to Canada. " 

394· 

80!. 

395· 408. 

l'AGE 

of Ibe 

EVIDENCE. 

2Ul. 
2U;j. 

~();;. 
2li8 
30 l. 
271. 
2,'2. 

296. 

280. 

2-t~. 

380 38z. 

450 • 

86. 
87· 

316. 

296. 

4.):)· 

J5~· 

354· 

355· 

,-

lOj 

72 , 73· 
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PRJNCIPAL HE.~DS. 

UNITED STATES, many Irish Emigrants often 
nltimately settle in Canada, who work 
some time on the new roads and canals 
now making in the. 

--- there are laws reqniring security to be 
given that foreign Emigrants, without 
capital, should nut become chargeable 
in New York. 

--- the Irish Emigrants, without capital, are 
the most miserable part of the white 
population of the. 

--- cotton manufactories are increasing in 
the. 

--- the power-loom for manufactming cotton 
goods is much employed in the. 

VAClJU:\I made by the Emigration of pllrt of the 
population from Great Britain, will be 
filled np by the influx of Irish la
bourers. 

--- made by the Emigration of part of the 
population, Means exist in Great Bri
tain to prevent its being filled up. 

___ it is the interest of the landlords in Ire
land now to remove their redundant 
tenantry, and to take care that measures 
are adopted to prevent the filling up 
of the. 

VAN DIEM EN'S LAND; proposed to receive 
Emigrants in. 

WAGES of hand-loom weavers working from 12 
to 16 hours, by the piece, from 4s. 6d. 
to 7 s. per week. 

working from 18 to 19 hours, 4S. at some 
kinds of work from, 4S. to (is_ per 
week. 

5 s. 6r!. per week the average nett earning. 

WITNESSES. 

Moody - -
Felton --
Weatherley -

Moody - -
Buchanan - j 

Moody - -

Moody - -
Fielden - -
Moody - -
Fielden - -

ArchdCampbell 
Kennedy - -
Drummond -

Moody - -
Turner - -
Alex' Campbell 
Bishop of Chester 

Malthus - -

Kennedy - -
Maxwell - -
Burrell - -
Alex' Campbell 
MaIthus - -

Dixon 

Wil,on 
Bodkin 

L. Foster - -
Malthus - -
Rice - - -
Blake - - -

Bernard & Beauvais 

Inglis - - -

Foster & Little 

D' 

DO 

earning and means of subsistence 4S. to Drummond -
6 s. per week. 

_ working 12 to 14 hours a day, the nett Moody 
average are from 4S. to 5 s. per week 
at Blackbl!lrn. 

nett average, 5s. 6d. per week for the 
first rate; 3s. 1 J d. for the second rat~, 
and 35. 7fd. for the third rate. 

an industrious man could earn 78. a week 

wOl'king from 12 to 14 hours a day, ave· 
rage wages 4S. to 58. Gd. per week. 

Huntoll 

Turner 

Hyett 

-

-
-

working in Glas"ow 16 hours a day 38. 6d. 
per week, :nd with a family of five 
persons, 55. 6d. to 6s. per week. 

Northhouse 

4N 4 

-

-

-

-

NUMBER 

of the 

QUESTION. 

396. 
963 to 965. 
994 to 997· 

4°!. 

40 3. 
1968. 

405, 406. 
1969. 

~19· 
2~8, 229. 245. 

250 to 256. 
272 to 283. 

343, 344· 
474, 475· 

1762 to 1764. 
2283·2289,22g0. 

3214 to 3222. 

243· 
629 to 63G. 

1184 to ll87. 
1774. 1788• 
3257. 3361 

to 3:378. 

2584 to 2589. 
25!H, 2595· 

2(ji+ 
2748. 275 8. 

2768 to 2793. 
3160 to 3166. 
3231 to 3251. 
4320 to 4323. 
4370 to 4378. 

359· 

2833. 2893. 

463. 

2339· 

G87' 
G38. ',go. 

PAGE 
oftlie 

EVIDENCE. 

72 . 
121. 

125. 

73-
I I!. 

73· 

73· 
210. 

73· 
210. 

58, 59· 
01. 62. 

63· 
G4, 65· 

68. 
77· 

187, 188. 
239, 240 • 

312, 313. 

62. 
86, 87. 

140, 141. 
189. 19!. 

315, 323. 
32 4. 

263. 
264. 
2G8. 

272 , 273· 
274, 275· 
308, 309· 

313 to 315. 
447, 448• 

458. 

305 to 307. 
394· 

46. 

53· 
62. 

69-

(cantinued.) 



INDEX TO THE PRINCIPAL MATTERS DETAILED IN THE 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

WAG ES have come to the smallest sum at which 
the Weaver can live, from the great 
number of labourers, and therefore cheap 
food would benefit the employers, and 
not the workmen. 

of hand-loom weavers from 1800 to 1805, 
were 20 s. a week, and are now 4S. 6d. 
to 5" 

of persons employed in power.loom 
weaving according to their strength 
and skill; young women, 5 s. 7 s. 8 •. 
and 10 s. per week; warpers, d' 10 S. 

to 12 s. dO; warp dressers~ meo, ae· 
cording to their strength, skill and 
quality of the cloth, 20$. 25 N. 30 s. 
and 40 •. a week. 

women and children, in coarser goods, 
obtain from 7 s. to 8 s. a week. 

--- of hand· loom weavers when reduced below 
the cost of' customary subsistence, made 
up from Poor Rates in England. 

suggestions to prevent Poor Rates being 
charged with a part of. 

J'ide POOR RATES. 

in Scotland, unless voluntary benevolence 
intervene, intense misery must often 
arise from the reduced rate of. 

reduced by the competition in trade, and 
by increased use of machinery. 

regulated by the number of persollS 
applying to be employed, and when the 
applicants are redundant, the "ate is fixed 
solely at the pleasure of the employers. 

- attempt made in Cork to establish a 
minimum of. 

--- Minimum of, proposed to be established 
by an association in London. 

of agricultural labourers in Wilmslow, in 
Cheshire, 6s. a week, with board; from 
IS. 3 d. to 2 •. a day, without board, and 
by piece work. 

parish allowance to a man, his wife, and 
3 children, would be 12 s. 6 d. in wages, 
and from the poor rates. 

in Shipley in Sussex, the general rate of 
labour is 9 s. a week, excepting hay. 
time and harvest. • 

if a family be supported by parish allow
ance, 21. Gs. would be the diffelJlnce be
tween that allowance and wage!!n a year. 

m West Houghton in Lancashire, are 
14" a week. 

--- in West Grinstead in Sussex, 10 •. a week 
in winter. 

very disproportionate between the manu
facturing and agricultural classes, 
causing the workman in different COun
ties to seek relief under very different 
rates of wages. 

of agricultural labourers reduced by the 
competition of unemployed .veavers. 

of cotton spinners higher than cotton 
weavers, from the hours of labour being 
longer, and the employment more 
unhealthy. 

WITNESSES. 

Foster & Little 
Fielden 

Foster & Little 

Moody 

Fielden 

Moody 

Turner 

Tumer 
Wright 

Foster & Little 
N orthhouse -

Foster & Little 
Moody 
Turner 

Foster & Little 

Turner 

Murphy 

Wills _ -

Turner 

Turner 

Moody 

Moody 

Hulton 

Burrell 

Bishop 
of Chester. 

Turner 
Maxwell 
Hunton 

Alex' Campbell 

I 

NUMBER 

of the 

QUESTIOX. 

97 to 101. 
2021. 

2014 to 20Z~. 

307, 308. 
535· 545· 
549, 550 • 

561, 562. 

530 • 
38-4-7 to 3865. 

97 to 101. 
649, 650. 

29. 88. 
355 to 358. 

462. 

18. 
94 to 96. 

435, 43G. 
5~9 to 545. 

3909 to 3926. 

3785 to 3795. 
3831 to 3845. 

533· 

532 • 

588. 

21 30. 

117j· 

2297 to 2300. 

17.,,· 

PAGE 

of the 

EVIDENCE. 

49, 50. 
21 3. 

:4-6. 

70 . 

21 3. 

66. 
81. 82. 

82. 

80, 81. 
37+ to 378. 

-4-9, 50. 
88. 

46. 49· 
69· 
77 

46. 
49· 
75· 

80 to. 82 

384, 385. 

368, 3G9· 
373· 
81. 

81. 

222. 

241. 

79· 
8G. 
281. 

186. 
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NUMBER PAGE 
PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

W AGES in different British Colonies. 

Yide EACH COLONY. CAPE OF 
GOOD HOPE, &c. 

--- in parts of Ireland. 

J"ide DISTRESS. PEASANTRY. OF 
IRELAND. SUBSISTENCE, &c. 

--- of labour in Great Britain depressed by 
the influx of Irish labourers seeking 
employment. 

Vide DISTRESS. EMIGRA TION. IRE
LAND. LABOUR. PEASANTRY 
OF IRELAND. 

--- the low rate of, in Glasgow, offers little 
temptation to the Iri~h to go thither. 

--- of weavers in Scotland often advance 
a little in the spring. 

--- of labour are greatly deteriorated by 
a very small excess of the supply 
beyond the demand, and the removal 
of such small exce/iS would restore 
wages to a fair scale. 

WITNESSES. 

Kennedy - -
Drummond -
Moody - -
Turner - -
Alex' Campbell 
liishop of Chester 
Rice - - -
Parnell - -
Northhouse -
ArchdCampbdl 
Alex' Campbell 

Malthus - -

or Ihe 

QUESTION. 

H9· 
278. 

343, ;144· 
475. 476. 
557, S58. 

1787' 
~~94-

43~7· 

4349· 

739' 

183. 
1744· 

3258 to 3261. 

--- and profits often rise together when the Malthus _ _ 
value of the whole commodity rises 
from the state of the demand, as there 
is then a greater value to divide be-
tween the capitalist and the labourer. 

WASTE LANDS in Great Britain and Ireland; 
- different opinions as to the effect of 

their cultivation lip on the permanent 
relief of the poor. 

WEA VERS, work by the piece 

--- wages of; "ide WAGES. 

--- great vicissitudes since 1800, in the 
wages of. 

distress of, distinct from that of cotton 
spinners. 

of plain calicoes, in worse condition than 
weavers of fancy goods. 

___ reasons why the condition of those em
ployed on the hand-loom ll.re not likely 
to be permanently improved. 

temporary distress of hand-loom, greatly 
- relieved byvoluntary contribu~ions, and 

the aid of the London Rehef Com
mittee. 

Vide LONDON RELIEF COMMITTEE. 

550. 

Bodkin - - 2804 to 2822. 
Malthus - - 3340 to 3348. 
Nimmo - - 3435 to ;3478. 
Strickland - 3480 to 3558. 
L. Foster - - 3582 to 3599. 
Couling - - 37 11 to 3jG9. 
Wills - - - 3801 to 3845. 
Tredgold - - 4014 to 403~. 
Marshal - - 4211, 4212• 

Fo!ter & Little 16. 
Moody - - 359. 361. 
Northhouse - - - -
Hunton - - - - -

Foster & Little ,27, 28, 54 to 56. 
Moody - - 377. 
Turner - - 464. 

Foster & Little 
Turner • -
Alex' Campbell 

Moody - -
Hyett - - -

1'2. 

416. 
1757· 

363 to 368. 
2329 to 2334. 

Foster & Little 54 to 62. 
Fielden - - 1962 to Ig64. 

1969 to 1m!. 

1993 to 1985· 
Hunton - - 28!)4 to 2000. 

ArchdCampbelll1 97 to 199. 217. 
Kennedy - - 224, 2~5. 
Moody 296 to 301. 
Alex' Campbell 1752 to 1754. 

1818, 1819. 
\692 to 1694. 

~137' 

Fielden 
Hulton 

of tile 

EVIDENCE. 

60. 
64· 
68. 

n 78. 
82. 

191. 
~40, 241. 

449· 
452, 453· 

96. 

56. 
183. 

315. 

276, 2i7· 
311 • 31~. 

328 to 3.31. 
33 1 to 337. 

341. 343· 
358 to 3()8. 
369 to :li3. 

391, 392 • 
40 ;). 

46. 
69, jO. 

102, 103. 
285. 2Sj. 

46,47. 
71 • 

n 
45· 
7J. 
ISG. 

70 . 

244· 

47, 48. 
20g. 

210. 
211. 
284. 

57, .)8. 
~9. (j(~. 
('5, 61l. 

185, 186. 
1;)6. 
2°9· 
222. 

(col1tinuecl.) 



658 INDEX TO PRINCIPAL MATTERS DETAILED IN THE EVIDENCE, &c. 

NUMBER PAGE 

PRINCIPAL HEAD!>. WITNESSES. of lh. of lb. 

QUESTION. EVIDENCE. 

WEA VERS; income and expenditure of - Moody - - 305. 315. 66,67· 
359. 361. 69,70. 

Northhouse - - - - 100, 101. 

Hunton - - 283j· 2843. 
103, 104. 

280. 
2893. 283. . - - - - - 285 to 28j. 

__ wholly or partially 'memployed, their Dum-
ber in parts of Great Britain. 

Hyett - . '2338 to 2342. 244 to 245 . 

WELLAND CANAL; will create an en creased Robinson - 3688, 3689' 354· 
demand for labour in Upper Canada, 
when completed, by facilitating the 
conveyance of produce to market, and 
the clearing ofland. -
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