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THE CHARTER, 
flc. 

GEORGE TH8 FOURTH, bv the l!race of God, 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
King. Defem!!'r ·of the Faith, and so forth, to all to 
whom these presents shall come, greeting: 

"VHEREAS the e~tablishment of a COLLEGE within 
our PR(jVINCE of UPPER CANADA in NOllTH AIIIERI­
CA for the EDUCATION of YOUTH ill the PRINCIPLES of 
the CHiUSTIAN RELIGION, and for their instruction 
in the various branches of Science and Literature 
which are taug;ht in our Universities in this King­
dom, wfluld greatly conduce to the welfare of OUt"' 

said Province: AND WHEREAS humble application 
hath been made to Us by many of·,ur loving subjects 
in our said Province, that we would be pleased to 

< grant our Royal Charter for the more pprfect estab­
li~hm ... nt of a College therein, and for incorporating 
the members thereof for the purpose aforesaid: JVOW 

know .lie, that ,,y e, having taken the premi~es into 
Ollr Royal considerarion, and duly weighing the great 
utility and importance of such an 'Institution, have 
(If our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere 
motIOn, ordained and granted; amI do by these pre­
sents, for Us, our heirs, lInri successnrs, ordain. and 
O'rant, th~t there shall be eotablished at or near our 
town of York,in our ~aiJ Provinre of Upper Cana­
da: from tbi~ time one College,· with the style and 
privileges 4Jf an University, as hereinafter directed, 
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for the education and instru'ction of youth and stu­
dents in art-s and racul ties, to continue for ever, to be 
called" KING'S COLLEGE." . 

And We do ht'reby declare and grant, that our 
trusty and well-beloved, the Rill;ht R,'verend Father 
in God, CharlesJames, Bishop of the Diocese of 
Quebec, or the Bishop for the time bejn~ of the Dio­
cese in which the-said town of York may be situate. 
on any future division or alteration of the said pre­
sent Diocese of Quebec, shall for Us and on our be­
half be Visitor of the said College ;and that our 
trusty and well beloved ~ir Peregrine Maitiand, our 
Lieutenant·Governor of our said Province. or the 
Governor, Lip.utenant·GovernOl', or other persons 
administering the Government of our said Provj, ce 
for the time bein.r. shall be the Chancellor ot our said 
College. . .. 

And We 00 h~reby declare, ordain, and grant, 
that there shall at all times be one President of our 
said College. who shall be a Clergym-an in Hoi), Or­
ders of the United Church of England afld Ireland; 
and that there shall be such and 50 many Professors 
in different arts and fac~lties within our said Cllilege 
as from time to time shall be deemed n~.cessary or 
expedient, and as shall be appointed by Us 01" by the 
Chancellor of our said College, in our behalf, and 
during our pleasure. 

And We do hereby grant and ordain, that the 
Reverend-John Strar.han, Doctor in Divinity, Arch­
deacon of York. in our said Province of Upper Car.· 
ada,shall be the first President of our ~aid College, 
and the Archdeacon of York, in OU1' said Province 
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for the time being, shall. by virtue of such his office, 
be at all times the President of the said ~ College. 

Ano. We do hereby, for Us. and our heirs. and 
suecessor~, will. ordain, and grant, that the said 
Chancellor, and President, and the said Professors 
of our said College, and all persons who shall· be 
duly matriculated into and admitted a'; scholars of 
our said CoJlel!;e, and their succes~ors for ever, shall 
be one distinct dnd separate body politic and corpo­
rate in deed ami in name, by the name and style of 

, "the Chancpllor, Pre,idt'nt, and Scholars of KING'S 

COLLEGE at YORK, in the PROVINCE of UPPER CAN­

ADA;" and that by the same name they sin'l have 
perpetua :-ucce"sion and a .. comillun seal; and that 
the" a "I their suceessors shall flom time to lime 
have full powel' to alh r, rpoew, or change SUt h com­
IDIII. seal at·their will and plea~ure, and' as shall be 
found conVenipnl ;. and that bv the same name they, 
the silid Chancelfoi. Prt'sldent and Scholars, ant.! theil' 
succe-,sol'S from lime tq timp, and al all time~ h"re­
aft;··r. shall be abie a. d capable to have. take. rl'ceive, 
p'lri~hase, aequi. e, hold, pnsse~s. elJ,JOJ, 1 nd maillt3in, 
to and for the use of the ~"id Colleg,e. any messuages, 
lands, tellement.~, .i nd hereditaments of What I·. HId, 
natu~e 01" quality soe'er, situate and bt'ing within 
our said Pl'ovin('e of Upper Candfla, so as tho· the 
saml:' dn not pxceed in ye1lr1v valut' the 8um of til'­
teen. thousalifi pounds 'sterling above all charges; 
and moreover, to take. pur('ha~e, a(quire, havp, hold, 
enjoy, ree.·jvp. POS!;('ss, and retain. all or any goods, 
ch"tt .. \s, ch:lritables or other contributions, gifts, or 
benefactiuns whatsol. vel'. 

And 'VI' do hereby declare and grant, that the 
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uid Chancellor, President, and Scholars, and their 
5Ucc~ssors i.ly the'same name, shall anti may be able 
and capable in law to sue and be sued, implf'ad and 
be impleaded, answer and be answered, in all PI" any 
Cnurt or Court'l of Record within our United King­
dom of Great Britain and I rei and, and our said Pro· 
vince of Upper Canada, and other our dominions, in 
all and singular actions, causes, pleas,. suits, matters, 
and demands whatsoever, of what n"ture nr kind so­
ever, in as iargt', ample, and beneficial a mann,erand 
form as ar.y other body politic and corporate, or "ny 
other our liege subjects, beinl!: per<;ons able and cap­
able in Ia\'T, mayor can sue, impl>;ad, or answer, or 
be sued, impleaded, or answered, in an'y manner what· 
liIOever. 

And We do hereby declare, ordain, and grant, 
that there shall be withIn our said College or Cor­
poration a Council, to be called and known bJ the 
name of C'the Collel!;e Council; nnd we do will and 
ordain that the said Council shall consist of the Chan­
c~ll()r and President f01' the time being, and of sev­
en of the Professors in arts and faculties of our said 
'College; and that such seven Professors shall be 
members of thf' Established Fnited Church of Enl/;­
land and Ireland; and shall, previously to their ad­
mission into the ~aid College Council, severally sign 
and subscribe the Thirty'nine <\rticles of religion a3 
declarerl and set forth in the Book of Common Pray­
er: and in case at any time there should not be 
within our said College seven Professors of arts and 
facu Ities, being members of thl" Established Church 
aforesaid, then our will and pleasure is, and \Ve do 
herebJ grant and ordain, that the said College Coun. 
cil shall be filled up to the requisite numbe~ of seven 

• .. 
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-exclusive of the Chancellor and President for the time 
being; oy such persons being gradu'l.tes of our said Co\­
lege. and being mp.llIbers ot the Established Church 
aforl'said. as shall for that purpllse be appointed by 
the Chancellor for the time being of our said College; 
and which membprs of Council shall III like manner 
subscribe the Thirty-nine Articles aforesaid, pre­
"iously to their admission into the iaid College Coun­
cil. 

And w!-ie,eas it is necessary to make provision for 
tilt' cc,mpletion and fillilJg up IIf the said Council at 
the first iust!tl!lion ot our saidCollege;and previous­
ly to the appointment of any Profes~ors, or the con­
ferring of an.v degreestilerein; now We do further 
ordain and declare,-that the Chancellor of our said 
College for the time being shall, upon nr immediate­
ly after the first i· .sttution tlwreoJ, by warrant un­
der his hand nominate and appoint seven discreet 
aud pl'I'per persnns. resident within our said Pro' 
vinc ,f Upper Canada, to constitute jnintly w,itli 
him. the said Chancdlor, and the pj'esident of our 
~aid Col leg!' fnr tht' tiine being, the first or original 
COIJUcil-of nUl' said Coilege; which first (r nriginal 
members of the said Council shall in like mallner 
respectively subsr-ribe the Thirty-nine Articles a­
forf'said,previously to their admission into the said 
Council. 

And We do further declare and grant, that the 
m!'mberll of the said Colle,g-e Council, hOiding with­
in our said [!ollege the offices of Chancellor, P'esi­
dellt, "r Prol!'ssor III any art or faculty. shall res­
pectivt'ly hold their seat:> in the said,Coundl, ~o 
IOltg as they and each of them shall retal!! such their 
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offices as aforesaid, _and no longer; and that the 
members of the said Qouncil, not holding offices in 
our said College. shall from tIme to time vacate their 
seats in the said Council. when and so soon as there 
shal! be an adequate number of Professors in our 
Ilaid College. 11eing members or the F.stabli~hed 
Church aforesaid, to- fill up the !oaid Council to the 
requisite numbel' before mentioned. 

And We do hereby authorise and empower the 
Chancellor, for the time being, of our said College, 
to decide in each case, what particular member of 
the said Coune-i1. not hnlding any such office. as afore· 
said, ~hall vacate his seal io the ~aid enuneiJ, upon 
the arlmissioh of any new member of Council hold­
ing any such office. 

And We do herehy declare and grant, that the 
Chancellor, for the time being, of our said College, 
shall preside at all meetings of. the said C"lIeg~ 
.Council, which he may det'm it proper or eonvenient 
- to attend; and that, in his ab~ence, the Presiden t of 
our said College shall preside at all snch meetings; 
and that, in the absence of the said President, the 
senIor member of the said Council, prese_nt at any 
such meeting, shall presi~e thereat; and th~t the 
seniority of the members of the ~aid Council, other 
than th,> Chancellllr and President, shall be regula­
ted according to the date of their resppctive app .. int­
me!, ts. Provided always, that the members of the 
said Council, being Professors in our said Collp!!e, 
shall.;/I fhe siiid Council. take precedence over, and 
be considered as seniors to the members thereof, not 
bein-g Professors in our said College. 
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And We do ordain and dec.lare, that no meeting 
oflhl' said Council shall be, Ot' be held to be, a law~ 
ful meeting thereof, unless five members at the least, 
be present during the whole (If every such meeting: 
And that all questions and resolutions proposed for 
the decision of the said College Council, ~hall be de­
termined by the majprity (\f the votes of the members 
of Council presl'nt, including the vote of the presid­
ing member; and that in the event of an equal di­
yision of such votes, the member presiding at any 
-such meeting shall give an additional or cas ling 
vote. 

And W t' do further declare, that if any member 
of the !lain Council, shall die, or resign his seat_ 
in the ~ id Council, or shall be suspellded, or re­
me)\led from the 8arne, or shall, by reason.of any 
bodily or mental infirmity. or by reason of -his ab, 
seneI' from the said Province, become incap!ible, for -
th, ee calendar month8, or upwards, of attending the 
met't,n~s of the said Council; :hen, and in evel'Y 
sur h case; a fit and proper person -shall ba appointed 
bv the said Chancellor to act as. and be, a member 
ot'the said Council in th~ place ;md stead of the 
meOlbE't, so cl_~ing: or resigning, Of so suspended or re­
moved, or incapacitated, as aforesaid; and ,uch new 
melober, so suspended or incapacitateu, shall vacate 
surh his offire 00 the removal ot: any such suspen­
sion, or at the termination of any such incapacity, as 
aforesaid, of his immediate predecessOi' in the said 
Council. 

And we on further ordain and j!:rant, that it shall 
ani! may be competent to and for-the-Chancellor, for 
the time being, of our said CoHege, to suspend from 
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his s~at in the said Council any member thereof for 
any just allc] r"asonable cause ttl the said Chancellor 
'appeari fl:'. Provided, that the ~rounds of every sucn 
sU"llension ~hall be entered and recorded at length 
by tbe said Chanc"llor in the books of tlie said Coun­
cil, and s,igned by him. And every person so sus­
pt'tuieti shall thereupnn ceas,! to be a member of the 
said Council, unlf'ss and until heshall be restored to, 
and re-established in', such hi~ statIOn therein by any 
order to be made in the premises by Us, or by the 
sairl Vi~itnr of our said College, acting on our be­
half, and in pursuance of any special referenc~ from 
"U~. 

And We do 'further declare, that any memberof 
the said Cuuncil, who. without suffit:ienLcause, to be 
allowed by the said Chancellor, by an order entered 
for that purpose in the books of the said Council, 
shall absent himself from all the meetiflgs thereof, 

- which may be held within any six successive calen­
darinonths, shall thereupon vacate such his seat in 
the said Council. I 

And \Ve do by these presents for us, our heirs, and 
successors, will, ordain, and grant, that the said 
Council of our said Corle/;!;e shall have power and au­
thority to frame and make Statutes, Rules, and Or­
dinancp-s, touchinl?; and concerning the go,od govern­
ment of our sai<LCollege, the performance of divine 
sel'l'ice therein, the studies, lectures, exercises, anJ 
dpgrees in arts afH] faculties, and all matters re(~ard­
in)?; the same, the residence and duties of the Fresi· 
de-nt of our saitl College, the number, resitl"nce, and 
lind duties of the ProfesslIl's thereof, the management 
of the revenues and property of our said College, the 
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salaries, stipends, pro:yision, and emoluments of, and 
for the President, Professors, Scholars, Officers, and 
Servants thereoi", the number and duties of such Offi­
cers and ~ervants, and also touchi'nJ); an!l 'on­
cernin~ any other mattei' or thing which to them 
sha:l seem goou, fit, and useful, for the well heing 
and adnncemellt of our said College, and agreeable 
to this our ch'lrter: And also from time to time, by 
allY new statutes, rules, or ordinances, t() ",'voke, re­
new, augment, or alter, all, every, or allY orthe said 
statutes, fllles, and ordinances, as to them shall sr.em 
meet and expedient, Providl'd always, that the sai(l 
statutes, rules, and or,;inance", or any ofthern, ,hall 
not he repugnant to the iaws and statutrs of the Uni­
ten Ktngdoms 'f Great Britain and Ireland, or of our 
said Province of Upper Canada, or to this our charter. 
Provided also, that the said 8tatut~s, rules and ordin­
anre,., shall be subject to the apprubation of the said 
Visitor of our s'lid College for Ihe tim" beil'!!;: Ami 
s'·ali be forthwith trans,,',itted to the said Visitor for 
that purpose: And tbat in case tbe s~ld Visitor 
shall for Us, and on our behalfin writillg, signif.v his 
disapprobation thereof within two years (lftbe time 
of their being so iliadI' and framed, the same or 
sucb part thereof as sball be so rlisapproved of by 
the said ViSitor, shall, from the time of such disap­
probation beinll- 'na'~e known to the said Chane-ellor 
(,i"ou: said College, be utterly vOlfl and of lIO effect, 
but otherwise shall be, and remain in full force amI. 
virt\l~. 

Pro"ided, neverfheless, and we do hereby express­
ly save and rl's,'rve to US, (lUI' lwi,'s and succe,oOI"S, 
the power of reviewin ~, confirn\ ifi)!;, or reversJn~ 
by any order 01' oruers, to be by Us or them Tlutde in 
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OUI' or their Privy Council, all Of , any of the decisions, 
I!entences, or t)rders, so to be made as aforesaid, by 
the said Visitor,-for U'sand on our behalf, in refer­
ence to the said statutes, rules.- and ordinances, or 
any of them, 

AmI We do further ordain and declare, that no 
statute, ruie, or ordinance, shall be fl'ame~ or made 
by the said College Council, touching the matters a· 
foresaid, or any of them, exceptin/! only as shall be 
pre"ilred for the consideration of the ~aid Council 
by the Chancellor for the time being of uur said Col~ 
lege. 

Arid We do require and enjoin the said Chancel. 
101' thereof to consult with the Presid,'nt of nur said 
C,dlf'ge, and the next senior member of our sait! 
Cnl', ge Council, respecting all sta1utes, rules, and 
ordinan.'es .• to be proposed by him to the said Coun· 
cil fur their consideration. 

And We do hereby; for Us, our heirs and sur-Ceq· 
801"8, (',har~e and comma',d that thl'. statutes, ru iI'S and 
ordiilan,~e's, aforesaid, subj.'ct to th(' said provisi·.ns, 
Sh8H be slrictly and inviolablv observed, k,'pt. and 
perf')rmed from time to time, in full viJ!:lluranrl "tft'ct. 
unrl,~, the penaitie& to be thereby or therein imposed 
or c.mtained. 

And We do fl1rther will, ordain, and grant, that 
the "'lid College shall be df'emed anti tak .. n to be an 
Univer<lty, and ,',all have al':! enjoy all such and 
the hk~ privileges as al'e elljuyed :\Y our UHi"e.f.<;ities 
of our United Kingdom OfGH"t Rritain and Ireland, 
as far as the same are capable of being had or enjoy. 
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eo by virtue of these our Letters Patent. And that 
the Students in the said CoHe~e shall have liberty 
and faculty of taking the degrees of Bachelor, Mas­
ter. and Doctor. in the several arts and fac.ulties at 
the appointed times; and shall have liberty within 
themselves of performing all scholastic exercises, for 
the conferring such degrees in such manner as shall 
be directed by the statutes, rules, and ordinancBS of 
the said College. 

And We do futher will, ordain, and appoint, that 
no religious test ,Ir qualification shall be required of 
or, aprointed for any persons aomitted or matricuia­
ted a'. Scholars within Ollr said College, or of persons 
admitted to any degree in any art or [;;culty therein, 
save only, that al! persons adlnitied wltbin our said 
College to any degree in Divinity, shall make ,uch 
and the same declarations and sUbscriptions. and take 
su,h 'md th,· same oaths,as are required of persons 
admitted to any degree of Divinity 10 our Universi­
ty of Oxford. 

And We do further will. direct, and ordain, that 
the Chancellor. President, anti Prof('ssors of our said 
College. and ail persons admitted therein to the de­
~ree of Master of Arts, or to any degree in Diviuity. 
Law, or Medicine, and who, fr om the time flf such 
their admission to such degree, shall pay the anllual 
sum of twenty shillings, sterling money, tor and to­
wards the support and maintenan;:e of the said Col­
lege, shall be, and be deemed, taken, and reputed to 
be~ Members of the Cou\'ocatlOfl of the sairl .Unlver­
sit\i; 31ld a8 liuch members ofthe said C,\nv(]c~iion 
shall have, exercise, and enjl)Y, a.ll such anu th~ like 
privileges as are enjoyed by the members of the Con-
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vocation of our University of Oxford, so fal' as the 
same are capable of bein~ had and enjoyed, by virtue 
of these our Letters Patent, and consistently with 
the pruvisions tnereof. c 

And we will, and by these presents for Us, our 
heirs and successors, do grant and d'eclal'c, thaf. these 
our Letters Patent, or tht_, enrol ment or exemplifiea. 
tion thereof, shall and may be good, firm, valid, sllffi~ 
tient, and ellectual in 'h" law, according to the true 
intent and meaning "fthe same; and ~ha\i be taken, 
COilS trued, snd adjudgerl, in themnst favourabfe and 
beneficial sense, or to the best advantage of the said 
Chanc.ellor, Pre,ident, and S~holars, of our said Col-
1e!{e, as well in our Courts of Record, as el~ewhere, 
and by all and singular Judge., Ju~tic_e~, Officers, 
Ministers, and other SUbjects whatsoever of Us, our 
lIeirs and successors,-'3ny misrecital, llonrerital o. 
mission, imperfection, detect, malter, cause, or thing 
whatsoevt'r to the contrary thereof, in any wise not-
withstanding, ' 

In witness whereof" 'Ve have caused these our 
Letters to be made Patent. 

''fitness ourself at \Vestminster, this fifteenth 
day of March; one thomand eight hund red and twen­
'ty-seven, in the ei~hth year of our reign. 
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