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N ORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW-YORK, ss. 
BE IT REMEMBERED, That on the fifteenth day of Marcl), i ll 

the fifty-second year of the lndepenclenceof the United' 
.. States of America, A. D. 1828, PARIS M. DAVIS, of 
~ the said Dis,triGI, hath depusitetl in this Office the title of 
"'~J a Book, the right whereof he clain.s;\s Author, in the 
""-.. words following, to wit: "An Authentick History of 

, ", the Late 'War between the Unitel! States an" Great 
Britain, with a full accounrof everv Battle by sea and land ; the de­
fection of General }lull, his trial and sentence; Ihe Massacre at th-e 
River Rasin; the Destruclio.n of the city of Washington; the Treaty of 
Pear.e in 1815. Towhich will te added, the ""'ar ·with Algiers, and 
the Treaty of Peace ; the Treaties of PeaM with the va rious tribes of 
North American Indians; and the United States' Army Register and 
Peace Establishment. By Paris M . Davis, late of the Army." 

In conformity to the act of the Congress of the United States, entitled 
U An act for the encouragement of learning, by securing the copies of 
Maps, Charts, and Books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies, 
during Ihe time therein mentioneJ;" and also, to the act entitled .. An 
act supplementary to an act entitled • An act for the encouragement of 
l earning, by securing the copies of Maps, Charls, and Books, to the 
authors and proprietors of such copies during t/le times therein mention­
e?,' and exteriding the benefits thereof to the arts of Designing, Eng .... -
vmg, and Etching historical alld other priLts." 
• R. R. LANSING, 

Clerk of the Northern District of New-York. 



TO THE OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS 

OF THE GREAT AMERIOAN REPUBLIOK. 

GALLANT COUNTRYMEN, 
.-

With that frankness, which in your profession is a 

most distinguishing characteristick, I offer this Volume 

without apology; and assure you, that every means has 

been used for the purpose of conveying to the pub lick 

a faithful account of every particular circumstance which 

took place during the late eventful contest with Great 

Britain and her dependencies, and the United States and 

their territories. To you, Gentlemen, and all others 

who have patronised this publication, I would observe, 

that without entering into the diplomatick controversy 

of the two Governments, I shall commence this History 

by inserting the Report of the Committt:,e on Foreign 

Relations. 

With admiration for your gallant achievements, and 

thankfulness for your patronage, 

I am your obedient servant, 

PARIS M. DAVIS; 





AN 

AUTHENTICIi. HISTORY &c 

The Committee on Foreig"f/, Relations, to w.hom was refer­
red the Message oj the President of the United 8.tates, 
of the lst of June, 1812, 

REPORT: 

THAT after the experience which the United States 
have had of the great injustice of the British Govern­
ment towards them, exemplified by so many acts of 
violence and oppression, it will be wore difficult to jus­
tify to the impartial world their patient forbearance, 
than the measures to which it has become necessary to 
resort, to avenge the wrongs and vindicate the rights 
and honour of the nation. Your Committee are happy 
to observe, on a dispassionate review of the conduct of 
the United States, that they see in it no cause for cen .. 
sure. 

If a long forbearance under injuries, ought ever to be 
considered a virtue in any nation, it is one which pecu­
liarly becomes the United States. No people ever had 
stronger motives to cherish peace; none have ever 
.cherished it with greater sincerity and zeal. 
. But the period has now arrived, when the United 
States must support their character and station among 
the nations of the earth, or submit to the most shameful 
degradation. Forbearance has ceased to be a virtue. 
War on the one side, and peace on the other, is a situa­
tion as ruinous as it is disgraceful. The mad ambition, 
the lust of power, and commercial avarice of Great 
Britain, arrogating to herself the complete dominion of 
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8 lIISTORY OF THE LATE WAR. 

In the year 1793, an attack was made. by the Briti~h 
Government on the same branch of our neutral trane, 
which had nearly involved the two countries in a war. 
The difference,- however, was amicably Iliccommodated. 
The pretension was withdrawn, and tepari"tion made to 
the United States for the losses which they had suffered 
by it. It was fair to infer, from that arrangement, that 
the commerce was deemed by the British Government 
lawful, and that it would not be again disturbed. 

Had the British Government been resolved to contest 
this trade with neutrals, it was due to the" character of 
the British nation, that the decision should be made 
known to the Governmentof the United States. The 
existence of a negotiation which had been invited by 
our Government, for the purpose of preventing differ­
ences by an amicable arrangement of their respective 
pretensions, gave a strong claim to the notification, while 
it afforded the fairest opportunity for it. But a ,'ery 
different policy animated the then cabinet of England. 
The liberal confidence and friendly ovel'tures of the 
United States were taken advantage of to ensnare them. 
Steady to its purpose, and inflexibly hostile to this 
country, the British Government calmly looked forward 
to the moment when it might give the most deadly 
wound to our interests. A trade, just in itself, which 
was secured by so many strong and sacred pledges, was 
considered safe. Our citizens, with their usual indus­
try and enterprise, had embarked in it a vast proportion 
of their shipping, and of their capital, which were at 
sea, under rio other protection than the law of nations, 
and the confidence which they reposed in the justice 
and friendship of the British nation. At this period, 
the unexpected blow was given. Many of our vessels 
were seized, carried into port, and condemned by a. 
tribunal which, while it professes to respect the law of 
nations, obeys the mandates of its own government. 
Hundreds of other vessels were driven from the ocean 
and the trade itself, in a great measure, suppressed". Th: 
effect produced by this attack on the lawful commerce 
of the United States, was such as might have been ex­
pected from a virtuous, independent, and highly ill jured 
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people. But one sentiment pervaded the whole Ameri~ 
can nation. No local-interests were regarded; no sor-. 
did motives felt. Without looking tCi the parts which 
suffered most, the invasion of our rights was considered 
a common cause, and from one extremity of our Union 
to the other, was heard the voice of an united people, 
calling on their Government to avenge their wrongs, aud 
vindicate the rights and honour of the country. 

From this period, the British Government has gone 
on In a continued encroachment on the rights and inter­
ests of the United States, disregarding in its coursE', in 
many instances., Dbligations which have heretofore been 
held sacred QY civilized nations. 

In May 1806, the whole coast of the continent, from 
the Elbeto Brest, inclusive, wasdec1ared to be in a state 
of blockade. By this act, the well-establIshed princi­
ples of the law -of nations; principles which have 
served for ages as guides, and fixed the boundary be­
tween the rights of billigerants and neutrals, were vio­
lated. By the law of natio.ns, as recognised by Great 

. Britain herself, no blockade is lawful, unless it be sus· 
tained by the application of an adequate force, and that 
an adequate force was applied to this bloc.kade, in its full 
extent, will not be pretended. Whether Great Britain 
was able to maintain legally so extensive a blockade, 
considering the warin which -she is engaged, requiring 
such extensive naval operations, is a question which it is 
not necessary at this time to examine. It is sufficient to 
be known, that such force was not applied, and thi'! is 
evident from the terms of the blockade itself, by which, 
comparatively, an inconsiderable portion of the coast 
only was declared to be in a state of strict and rigorous 
blockade. The objection to the measure is not dimin­
ished by that circnmstance. If the force was not appli­
ed, the blockade was nnlawful, from whatever cause the 
failure might proceed. The helligerant who institutes 
the blockade, cannot absolve itself from the obligation 
to apply the force under any pretext whatever. For a 
belligerant to relax a blockade which it could not main­
tain, it would be a refinement in injustice, not less in­
suiting to the unde~staJ:lding than Iepugnaut to, .the law 
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of nations. To claim merit from the 'mitigation or- an 
evil, which the party had not' the power, or fqund it in­
convenient to inflict, would be a new mode of encroach­
ing on neutral rights. Your Committee think it just to 
remark, that this act of the British Government does not 
appear to have been adopted in the sense in whi~h it has 
been since construed. On consideration of 'aU the cir­
cumstances attending the measure, and particularly the 
character of the distinguisHed statesman who announced 
it, we l),re persuaded that it was conceived in a spirit of 
concilill,tion, and intended to lead to an accommodation 
of all differences between the United States and Great 
Britain, His death disappointed that hope, and the act 
has since become subservien~ to other purposes. It has 
been m~de by his successor"! a. pretext Cor that vast system 
of usurpation which has-so long, oppressed and harrassed 
our commerce. 

The next act of the British Government which claims 
our attention, is the Order of Council of 'January 7, 1807, 
by which neutral powers ~ are prohibited trading from one 
port to fj,nother of France or her allies, or' any other 
country with which Great Britain might not freely trade. 
By this order, the pretension' of England, heretofore 
claimed by every other power, to prohibit neutrals dis­
}Wsing of parts of their cargoes at different ports of the 
same enemy, is revived, and with vast accumulation of 
injury. Every enemy, however 'great the number or 
distance from each other, is considered one, and the like 
trade even with powers at peace with England, who 
from motives of policy had excluded or restrained her 
commerce, ,?as also prohibited. In this act the British 
Government evidently disclaimed all regard for neutral 
rights. Aware that the meaSUTes authorized by it could 
find no ~n:text in -any belligerant right, none was urged. 
To pro~rbrt the sa.le of our produce consisting of inno~ 
eent ar~cles, at any P?rt of a belligerant not blockaded, 
to consrder every belhgerant as one and subject neutrals 
to the same restraints with all as if there was hut one 
were bold encroach t' ..' . men s. But to restraIn or In any 
manner Interfere with . ' tions with h h our commerce With neutral na-

w om s e had no justifiable cause of wlll''-' 
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for the sole .. reasou that they restrained or excluded from 
their ports her commerce, was utterly incompatible with 
the pacifick relation subsisting between the two coun~ 
tries. 

W C! proceed to bring into view the British Order in 
CounciI~ of November 11th, 1807, which superseded 
every other order, and consummated that system of hos~ 
tility on the commerce of the United States, which has 
been since so steadily pursued. By this order, all 
.France and her allies, and every other country at war 
with Great Britain, or with whic.h she was.uot at war, 
from which the British flag was excluded, and all the 
colonies of her enemies were subjected to the same reo 
strictions as if they were actually blockaded in the most 
strict and rigorous manner, and all trade in articles the 
produce and manufacture of the said countries and colo­
nies, and the vessels engaged in it were subjected to 
capture and condemnation as lawful prizes. To this 
order certain exceptions were made, which we forbear 
to notice, because they were not adopted from a regard 
to neutral rights, but were dictated by policy to promote 
the commerce of England, and so far as they related to 
neutral powers, were said to emanate from the clemency' 
of the British Government, 

It would be superfluous in your Committee to state, 
that by this order the British Government declared di­
rect and positive war against the United States. Th(­
dominion of the ocean was completely usurped by it, 
all commerce forbidden, and every flag driven from it, or 
subjected t9 capture and condemnation, which did not 
subserve the policy of the British Government by pay­
ing it a tribute and sailing under its sanction. From this 
period the United States have incurred the heaviest 
losses and most mortifying humiliations. They have 
borne the calamities of war without retorting them on 
its authors. 

So far your Committee has presented to the view of 
the House, the aggressions which have been committed 
under the authority of the British Government, on the 
commerce of the United States. We will now proceed 
to other wrongs, which have been still more severe!y 
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felt. Among,these is the impressment of our seame'n\-
\ practice which has been unceasingly maintained by 
Great Britain in the wars to which she has been it party, 
since our revolution. Your Committee cannot convey 
in adequate terms, the deep sense which they entertain 
of the injustice and oppression of this proceeding. Un~' 
der the pretext of impressing British seamen, our fellow 
citizens are seized in British ports, on th-ehigh se~s', 
and in every other quarter to which the British power 
extends, are taken on board British men of war,and 
compelled to serve there as British subjects. ,In this 
mode our citizens are wantonly snatched frolIl their 
country and their families, deprived of their liberty, 
and doomed to an ignominious and slavish bondage, 
compelled to fight the b~ttles of a foreign country, and 
often perish in them. Our flag has given t~em no- pro~ 
tection; it has been unceasingly violated, and-our ves~ 
sels exposed to danger by the loss of the men taken 
from them. Your Committee need not remark that 
while the practice is continued-, it is impossible for the 
United States to consider themselves an independent 
nation. Every new case is a new pmof of their degra-­
dation. Its continuance is the more unjustifiable, be­
cause the United States have repeatedly proposed to 
the British Government an arrangement which would 
secure to it the control of its own people. An exenip~ 
tion of the citizens of the United -States from this de­
grading oppression, and their flag from violation, is all 
they have sought. 
_I This lawless waste of our trade, and equally unlaw~ 
ful impressment of our seamen, have been much aggra­
vated. by the insults and indignities attending them. 
Under the pretext of blockading the harbours of France 
and her allies, British squadrons have been stationed 
on o~r own coast, to watch and annoy our own trade. 
To give effect to the blockade of Eur()pean ports, the 
ports and harbours of the United States have been 
~ockaded. In executing these orders of the British 

t 
ove,rnment, or in obeying the spirit which was known 

o ammate it th - d -, e cornman ers of these squadrons have 
encroached on "d" . - our Juris Icbon, seIzed our vessels, and 
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carried in~o effect impressments within our limits, amI 
done other acts of great injustice, violence, and oppres­
sion. The United States have seen, with mingled in­
dignation and surprize, that these acts, instead of pro­
curing to the perpetrators the punishment due to unau­
thorized crimes, have not failed to recommend them to 
the favour of their Government. 

Whether the British Government has contributed hy 
active measures to excite against us the hostility of the 
savage tribes on our frontiers, your Committee are not 
disposed to occupy much time in investigating. Certain 
indications of general notoriety may supply the place 
of authentick documents; though these have not been 
wanting to establish the fact in some instances. It is 
known that symptoms of British hostility towards the 
United States, have never failed to produce correspond­
ing symptoms among those tribes. !tis also well 
known, that on all such occasions, abundant supplies 
of the ordinary munitions of war have been offered by 
the agents of British- commercial comp(lnies, and even 
from British garrisons, wherewith they were enabled 
to commence that system of savage warfare on our fron­
tiers, which has been at all times indiscriminate in its 
effect, on all ages, sexes, and conditions, and so revolt­
ing to humanity. 

Your Committee would be much gratified if they 
could close here the details of British wrongs; but it is 
their duty to recite another act of still greater malignity 
than any of those which have been already brought to 
your view. The attempt to dismember our Union, arid 
overthrow our excellent Constitution by a secret mis­
sion, the object of which was to foment discontent~ 
and excite insurrection against the constituted authori": 
ties and laws of the nation, as ,lately disclosed by the 
agent employed in it, affords full proof that there is no 
bound to the hostility of the British Government to. 
wards the United States-11o act, however unjustifiable 
which it would not commit to accomplish their ruin: 
This attempt excites the greater horrour, from the con­
sideration that it was made while the United States and 
Great Britain were at peace, and an amicable negqcia. 

2 
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tion was depending between them for the accommoda­
tion of their differences, through publick ministers re­
gularly authorized foI' the purpose; -

The United States have beheld with unexampled 
forbearance, this continued series of hostile encroach­
ments on their rights. and interests, in the hope that 
yielding to the 'force of friendly remonstrances, often 
repeated, the British Government might adopt _a more 
just policy towards them; but that hope no longer exists. 
They have also weighed impartially the reasons which 
have been urged by the British Government in vindi­
cation of these encroachments, and found in them nei­
ther justification nor apology. 

The British Government has aUeged in vindication 
of the Orders in Council, that they were resorted to as 
a retaliation on France, for similar aggressions commit­
ted by her on our neutral trade with Briti~h dominions. 
But how has this plea been supported? The dates of 
British and French aggressions ar~ well known to the 
world. Their origin and progress have been ~arked 
with too wide and destructive a waste of the property 
of our fellow citizens, to have been forgotten. The 
decree of Berlin, of November 21st, 1806, was the 
first aggression of France in the present war. Eighteen 
months had been elapsed after the attack made by 
Great Britain on our neutral trade with the colonies of 
France and her allies, and six months from the date of 
the proclamation of May, 1806. Even on the 7th of 
January, 1807, the date of the first British Order in 
Council, so short· a term had elapsed after the Berlin 
Decree, that it was 11ardly possible that the intelligence 
of it should have reached the United States. A retal­
iation which is to produce its effect by operating on a 
neutral power, ought not to be resorted to till the neu­
tral had justifipd it by culpable acquiescence in the un­
lawful ac~ of the {)th~r belligerant. It ought to be de­
layed untIl after sufficlent time had been allowed to the 
neutr8.! to:emonstrate against the measure complained 
of, to reCeive an answer and to act on it which has 
not been done in the present instance; a~d when the 
order of November 11th was issued, it is well known 
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that a Minister of France had declared to the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of· the United States at Paris, that it 
was not intended' that the Decree of Berlin s'ilould ap­
ply to the United States. It is equally well known 
that no American vessel had then been condemned un­
der it, or seizure been made with' which the British 
Government was acquainted. Th~ facts prove incon-
1estibly, that the measures of France, however unjus-
1lfiable in themselves, were nothing more than a pretext 
:flthose of England. And of the insufficiency of that 

pretext, ample proof has already been afforded by the 
British Government itself, and in the most impressive 
form. Although it was declared that the Orders in 
Council were retaliatory on France for her Decrees, it 
was also declared and in the orders themselves, that 
owing to tIle superiority of the British navy, 'by which 
the fleets of France and her allies were confined within 
their own ports, the French Decrees were considered 
only as empty threats. 

It is no justification of the wrongs of one power, that 
the like were committed by another; nor ought the 
fact, if true, to have been urged by ,either, as it could 
afford no proof of its love of justice, of its magnanimi­
ty, or even of its courage. It is more worthy the Gov­
ernment of a great nation, to reli~ve than to assail the 
injured. Nor can the repetition of wrongs by another 
power, repair the violated rights or wounded honour of 
the injured party. An utter inability alone to resist, 
would justify a quiet surrender of our rights, and de­
grading submission to the will of others. To that con­
dition the United States are not reduced, nor do they 
fear it. That they ever consented to discuss with either 
power the misconduct of the other, is a proof of their 
love of peace, of their moderation, and of the hope 
which they still indulged, that friendly appeals to just 
and generous sentiments would not be made to them in 
vain. But the motive was mistaken, if their forbear­
ance was imputed, either to the want of a just sensi­
bility to their wrongs, or of a determination, if suitable 
redress was not obtained, to resent them. The time has 
j].ow arrived when this system of reasoning must cease; 
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it would be insulting to repeat it ; it wou.1dhe degrading 
to h~ar it. The -United Stateslnust act as an inde .. 
pendent nation, and assert their rights and aven'ge their 
wrongs, according to their own estimate. of them,'with 
the party who commits them, holding it responsible for 
its own mis'~eeds, un.mitigatedhy those of ano~h~r. ' 

For the dIfference made between Great BrItam and 
Fr~uice, by the application of the non-importation act 
against England only, the motive has been already too 
often explained, and is too well known to require farther 
illustration. In the commercial restrictions to which 
the ,United States resorted as an evidence of their sensi .. 
bility, and a mild retaliation of their wrongs, they inva .. 
riably placed both powers on the same footing, -holding 
out to each in respect to itself, the same accommodation, 
in case it accepted the condition offered; and in respect 
to the other, the same restraint, if it refused. Had the 
:British Government confirmed the arrangement which 
was entered into by the British Minister in 1809-, and 
France maintained her Decrees, with France would the 
United States have had to resist, with the firmness be~ 
longing to th'eir character, the continued violation of 
their rights. The Committee do not hesitate to declare, 
that France has greatly injured the United States, and 
that satisfactory reparation has not yet been made for 
many of those injuries. But, that is a concern which 
the United States wiIllook to and settle for themselves. 
The high character of the American people, is a suffi­
cient pledge to the world, that they will not fail to settle 
it, on conditions which they have a right to claim. 

More recently the true policy of the British Govern­
ment towards the Unite,d States has been completely 
unfolded. It has been publickly declared by thos_e in 
power, that the Orders in Council should not be repealed 
until the French Government had revoked all its internal 
testraints on the British commerce, and that the trade of 
the ~~ited St~tes with France and her allies, should be 
prohIbIted '\lntH Great Britain was also allowed to trade 
with them .. By this declaration it appears, that to satisfy 
the pretenSIOns of the British Government the United 
States must joinGreatBritain in the war withFrance, anc! 
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prosecute the war, until France should be subdued; for 
without her subjugation, it were in nl.in to presume on 
such aconcession. The hostility of the British Govern­
ment to these States, has been still farther disclosed. 
It has been made manifest that the U uited- States are 
considered by it as the commercial rival of Gre?t Britain, 
and that their prosperity and growth are incompatible 
with her welfare. When all these circum,tances are 
taken into consideration, it is impossible for your Com­
mittee to doubt the motives which have governed the 
British Ministry in all its measures towards the United 
States since the year 1805. Eq tally is it impossible to 
doubt, longer, the course which the United States ought 
to pursue towards Great Britain. 

From this view of the multiplied wrongf of the Brit· 
ish Government since the commencement of the present 
war, it must be evident to the impnrtia[ ~L'orld, that the 
contes! which is now forced on the United States, is 
radically a contest for their sovereignty and indepen­
dence, Your Committee will not enlarge 0\1 any of the 
injuries, ho,vever great, which have had a tran3itory 
effect. They wish to call the attention of the House 
to those of a permanent nature only, which intrench so 
deeply in our most important rights, and wound so ex­
tel'lsively and vitally our best interest~, as could not fail 
to deprive the United States of the principal advantages 
of their revolution, if submitted to. The control of 
our commerce by Great Britain, in regulatillg it at".pIea­
sure and expelling it almost from the ocean; t~e op­
pressive manner in which these regulations have been 
carried into effect, by seizing and confi"cating such of 
our vessels with their cargoes, as were said to have 
violated her edicts, often without previous warning of 
their danger; the impressment of our citizens from on 
board our own vessels, on the high seas, and -elsewhere; 
and holding them in bondage until it suited the conven­
ience of their oppressors to deliver them up, are en­
croachments of that high and dangerous tendency which 
could not fail to produce that pernicious effect, nor would 
those be the only consequences that w{)uld result from 
it. The British Government might, for a while, be 

2* 
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satisfied with the ascendency tlius gained ov-er us, but 
its pretensions would soon increase. The proof, whjch 
so compI ete and disgraceful a submission to its authority 
would afford of our degene'racy, could not fail to inspire 
confidence that there was no limit to which its usurpa-
tions and our degradation might not be carried. ' 

YQur Committee, believing that the free-born sons of 
America are worthy to enjoy the liberty which their 
fathers purchased at the price of so much blood and 
treasure; and seeing, in the measures adopted by Great 
Britain, a course cpmmenced 'and persisted in, which 
might lead to a. loss of national character and indepen­
dence, feel no hesitation in aavising resistance by force, 
in which the Americans of the present day will prove to 
the enemy and 'to the world, that we have not only in­
herited that liberty which' our fathers gave us, but also 
the WILL and POWER to maintain it. Relying' on the 
patriotism of the nation, and confidently trusting that 
the Lord of Hosts will go with us to battle in a right­
eous cause, and crown our efforts with success-your 
Committee recommend an immediate appeal to ARMS! 

The Report was, after two ineffectual motions to have 
the doors opened, ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Calhoun, from the same Committee, on leave 
given, presented a bill, declaring war between Great 
Britain and her dependencies, and the United States and 
their territories. This bill was warmly opposed and 
debated, for two days; when the question being taken, 
shall the said bill pass? It was resolved in the affir­
mative. 

The Yeas and Nays were as follows: 
YEAS. 

New-Hampshire. Dinsmoor, Hall, and Harper-a. 
Massachusetts. Seaver, Carr, Green Richardson 

Turner, and Widgery-6. ' , 
Rhode-Island. None. 
Vermont: Fisk, Shaw, alldStrong-3. 
Connect~cutf None. 
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New· York. Pond, Avery, and Sage-3. 
New..Jerttey. ' Condit and Morgan-2. 
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Pennsylvania. Seybert, Anderson, Brown, Roberts, 
Findley, Smilie, Lyle, Whitehill, Bard, Davis, Lefever, 
Hyneman, Piper, Lacock, Crawford, and Smith-16. 

Delaware. None. 
Maryland. Kent, Little, M'Kim, Ringgold, Brown, ' 

and Archer-6. 
Virginia. Nelson, Gholson, Goodwyn, Newton, 

Taliaferro, Da\vson, Basset, Smith, Hawes, Roane, 
M'Koy, Pleasants, Clopton, and Burwell-l4. 

North-Carolina. Alston, Blackledge, Macon, King, 
Cochran, and Pickens-6. 

South- Carolina. Williams, Cheves, Lowndes, But­
ler, Calhoun, Earle; Winn, and Moore-S. 

Georgia. Troup, Bibb, and Hall-3. 
Kentucky. Johnson, Desha', New, lVl'Kee, and 

OrmsbY-5. 
Tennessee. Rhea, Grundy, and Sevier-3. 
Ohio. Morrow-I. 

NAYS. 
New-Hampshire. Bartlett and Sullivan-2. 
Massachusetts. Quincy, Reed, Taggart, Ely, Brigh-

am, White, Tallman, and Wheaton-8. 
Rhode-Island. Potter and Jackson-2. 
Vermont. Chittenden-I. 
Connecticut. Sturges, Davenport, Mosely, Champ. 

ton, Tallmadge, Pitkin, and Law-7. 
New-York. Bleecker, Emot, Cooke, Fitch, Gold, 

Sammons, Stow, Tracy, Van Cortlandt, Mitchill, and 
Metcalf-II. 

New-Jersey. Boyd, Hufty, Maxwell,' and Newbold 
-4. 

Pennsylvania. Milnor and Rodman-2. 
Delaware. Ridgely-I. 
Maryland. Key, Goldsborough, and Stewart-3. 
Virginia. Randolph, Lewis, Baker, Breckenridge, 

and Wilson-5. 
North- Carolina. Pearson, M'Bryde, and Stanford-3. 
South-Carolina. None. 
Georgia. None. 
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Kentucky. None. 
Tennessee. None. 
Ohio. None. 

Yeas 79 
Nays 49 

Majority for War 30 
On the 5th of June, a confidential Message was re­

ceived by the Senate, from the H?use of Represent~~ 
tives by Mr. l¥)aCOn and Mr. Fmdley, two of theIr , . 
members-Mr. Macon, chaIrman: 

"Mr. President-The House of Representatives have 
passed a bill, entitled 'An act declaring war between 
Great Britain and her dependencies, and the ~ United 
States and their territories;' in which they ask the COll­

curren,ce of the Senate; and request that the bill be 
considered confidentially." And they withdrew . 

. The bill, from the House of Representatives, was 
before the Senate, from day today, until the 17th June. 
It underwellt a very enlarged discussion, met with much 
and violent' oppo~ition, but finally passed that body on 
the latter day; there appearing for its passage, 19; 
against it, 13. 

The act was passed into a law on the 18th, in the 
follo\viug words: 

.AN ACT 
Declaring 'War betwew the United Kingdom oj Great 

Britain and Ireland and the dependencies thenoj, arid 
the United Slales oj America and their territories. 
BE it enacted by the Senate and [louse oj Representa~ 

tives of the United States of America in Congress assem~ 
bled, That WAR ge, and the same is hereby declared 
to exist between the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland and ~he dependencies thereof, and the United 
States of Amenca and their territories' and that the 
President of the United States be and he is hereby 
authorized to use the Whole land and naval force of the 
Unit~d States to carry the same into effect, and to issue 
to prIvate armed vessels of the United States commis­
sions or letters of marque and general rcprisai, in such 
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form as he shall think proper, and under the seal of the 
United States, against the vessels, goods, and effects, of 
the Government of the same United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, and the subjects thereof. 

June 18, 1812. , 
APPROVED, JAMES MADISON. 

On the following day (19th June) war was declared, 
by Proclamation, the injunction of secrecy being pre­
viously removed in both Houses of Congress. 

A peace of nearly thirty years, during which the 
Americans attended but little to improvements in the 
arts of war, rendered them apparently a very unequal 
match fOf' a nation whose armies and navies were more 
numerous than they had been at ap.y former period. 
The best friends of America feared much for the fate of 
the little American navy. It was al.so supposed that our 
undiscioplined armies must experience several defeats 
from the 'well trained regulars of England; but, those 
who knew any thing of the revolutionary ~ar, felt no 
doubt as to what would be the event of the present. 
The wonderful exploits and happy issue that remains to 
be recorded, will show that even the warmest enthusia~ts 
did not probably anticipate renown and glory such as 
was in store for Americans. 

The publick prints, on both sides, were warm in their 
denunciations of their respective opponents, and threats 
of what would and could be performed. The following 
are given as specimens. . 

From the London Courier. 
"America knows not that the vigour of the British 

empire increases with the necessity of exerting it; that 
our elasticity rises with the pressure upon us; that dif­
ficulties only make us more firm and undaunted; that 
dangers only give us the additional means of overcoming 
them. It is in such a state of affairs, in such a great 
crisis, that a nation like Great Britain becomes greater. 
We are now the only bulwark of liberty in the world; 
placed, a little spot, a speck almost on the ocean, between 
the old and the new world, we are contending with 
both; with one arm we are beating the armies of the 
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master of the continent of Europe; and with theother~ 
we shctll smite his Prefect, on the -Continent oj America." 

Pi'om the New-York ltlorning Post. . '. 
" With a stone and a sling only, America commenced 

the war of Indep.endence. Without arms,' without 
clothing, without money, and without credit, we took 
the field j relying upon stout hearts, and the assistance 
of God, for the success of a righteous cause. The 
event has proved, that with such reliances, a nation has 
nothing to fear. Our country has' again thrown itself 
upon the protection of the Lord of Hosts j we need 
but prove faithful to him and to ourselves. Victory will 
agaill crown our efforts, and peace and plenty reward us 
for our toils. Who, that is truly an American, will des­
pair of the success of his country j who will dare to 
believe we can be otherwise than CUNQUEROUR~? We 
had imagined this impossihle, except with the agents of 
the enemy j yet, in a crisis so important, 110t only to us, 
but to posterity, we have found that the spirit of treason 
has dared to stalk abroad, even at noonday, among us. 
Is the enemy so strong in the camp, so confident of sup­
port, as to hazard a fearless defiance? Weare, it is 
true, proud to exist in a land of freedom j but when men 
threaten us with giving the assistance of their pens to 
the cause of our adversaries, who will hesitate to say 
that such freedom becomes traitorous ?" 

The state of the regular army was, at this time, such 
as scarcely to deserve the name. The militia, with the 
exception of a few uniform companies in the cities~on­
sisted of It yeomanry and others accustomecj to parade for 
a few hours each year, some with bad arms, others, with­
out any. The preparation for war on the land was con­
fined to an expedition under the command of General 
Hull, of which notice will be taken in the proper place. 

On the 7th July, an order was issued from the Depart-: 
me~t of State o~ the United States, requiring all British 
subjects to regIster their names, ages, places of resi­
dence, persons composing their families, &c at the office 
of !he Marshal ~f the United .states, for the district in 
whiCh such subjects resided. This order WaS tQllowed 

... - •• j 
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by others directing alien enemies, who were en~aged in 
foreign commerce, to remove from the- vicinity of the 
sea or tide water. The information constantly conveyed 
to the enemy, from the ports and harbours of the United 
States, was supposed to render such a measure necessa­
ry., If would be much to the houour of the citizens, if 
this treasonable intercourse with the enemy were con­
fined to aliens; subsequent informa~on, obtained at the 
Navy Department of the United States, has sufficiently 
proved that several profligate citizens have also held 
communications with, and siJpplred the wants of the 
enemy.,,·'. 

A cartel ship arrived in July, at Boston, from Halifax, 
and delivered on board the United States'frigate Chesa­
peake,three seamen, formerly taken out of that frigate, 
by the British frigate Leopard. ' 

It will be recollected that the Leopard attacked the 
Chesapeake in time of peace, while {he latter was un­
suspi9ious of an attack, and unprepared for defence. 
The Chesapeake was fired into, boarded, and these men 
taken by force from her. 

Remonstrance on the part of the United States, was 
made to the British Government,"and redress demanded 
for this wanton breach of the laws of nations. The 
British Government disavowed any agency in the act; 
but yet promoted the commander of the Leopard,' not 
to the yard arm of a ship, but to the command of a 74. 
The restoration of these men had been, for some time, 
pr0lW-sed by the British Government; it was pleasing to 
see it effected so soon after the declaration of war. 
Whether the war had any influence in this transaction, 
must be matter of conjecture, in which the reader will 
exercise his own opinion, ' 

This is not the only instance in which war produced 
a change to those A~ericans who were impressed and 
confined on board British men of war. Several of them, 
having declined serving against their country, were sent 
to prison as prisoners of war, and became entitled to be 
liberated by exchange. This mode of treating them, 
after their character as AmerIcan citizens was acknowl~ 
edged, was certainly unjust; they should have been 
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fully released, not having been taken' in time of war, 01' 

in arms, they were entitled to rank asnon~co~batan~r- ' 
On the 12th Jtlly, Mr. Foster, the late BntIsh MInIs­

ter, aod Mr. ,Barclay, late Consul, departed from t"p,e 
United States, at New'" York, on board the British flag of 
truce, Colibri. These gentlemen were much esteemed 
for their private amiable qualitie,S .. 

The first British victory over the American flag; hap­
pened on the 20th of JuJy~ On tlJ.i"sA.iiY, the United 
States' schooner Nautilus, Lieutenant Crane, fell in 
with a fleet of the enemy, and was captured, after a 
chase of eight hours. No honour was lost by the Ame­
ricans on this occasion; the vast disparity of fOfce, ren­
dered resistance as imprudent, as it would be unavailing. 
The brave commander's sword was returned by the 
British officer, Commodore Brooke, as an acknowledg­
ment of the skill and bravery with which he endeavour­
ed to save his ship. Lieutenant Crane, and his crew, 
were afterwards honourably acquitted, by a court of in­
quiry, of all censure in the loss of the Nautilus. 

On the 17th of this same month, the frigate Constitu­
tion, Captain Hull, chased a British frigate into a British 
fleet, and was chased in turn, on the following morning 
by the enemy, consisting of a ship of the line, four 
frigates, a brig, and a schooner. The chase continued; 
sixty hours. The Constitution arrived safe in Boston •. 
The .great address, by which Captain Hull saved his 
ship, drew forth the admiration of the enemy, and the 
applause of his countrymen. 

It was the wish of the Americans, as they also en­
deavoured in a former war, to induce the Indians to be 
neut.ral: Hu~anity and civiliz!1tion plead in favour of 
a prmclp!e whICh would not add savage barbarity to the 
other eV1Is of war; but unfortunately the policy of a. 
" '" ' magnammous enemy was different. The ,American~ 
soon learned that the enemy: had leagued himself with 
the ruthless sayage of the wIlderness' the known war­
fare of th~ tOl!l:lhawk and scalping k~ife, was to act in 
concert WIth the modern invention of ,rockets' in short 
all m.eans wi!hin the power of the enemy ;ere tob~ 
~ombllled agalllst the people of the United States. ' 



lIISToRY OF THE LATE WAR. 25· 

The first act in which the allied Indians and British 
signalized themselves, was in the taking of the fort of 
Michilimackinack, on the 17th of July, 1812. The gar~ 
rison, consisting of 57 effective men, including officers, 
was commanded by Lieutenant Hanks, of the artillery. 
The'first notice he received of the declaration of war, 
was in the form of a summons, t9 surrender the fort and 
island to his Britanick majesty's forces. The enemy, 
eontemplating a state of war, had been for some time 
preparing an expedition for the attack of Michilimackin­
ack. The place of rendezvous, was St. Joseph's, a 
British garrison, distant from Michilimackinack, about 
forty-five miles. So prepared were the British, that 
they were enabled to embark the next day, after being 
apprised of the declaration of war. LieutelBnt Hanks 
having received information on the 16th, of the hostile 
attitude of the Indians, sent Captain Damman, of the 
militia, to watch the motion of the Indians; he em­
barked about sun-set, and met the British forces within 
ten or fifteen miles of the island, by whom he was made 
prisoner. Every possible preparation was made by the 
garrison to resist all attack, if such should be attempted; 
hut the appearance of a powerful enemy, with artillery, 
scaling-ladders, &c. induced Lieutenant Hanks to submit 
to terms of capitulation, by which the fort was surren­
dered to the Briti~h forces, commanded by Captain Rob­
erts. The American garrison was made prisoners, and 
sent to the United States, not to serve until regularly 
exchanged. . 

The British force consisted, of regular troops, 46 ;. 
Canadian militia, 260; Indians, 715. Total, 1.,021. 

The probability of an approaching war had determined 
the United States' Government to adopt some measures 
necessarily preparatory to tha.t event. 

On: the 19th March, 1812) Major James R. Mullany, 
of the infantry, was directed by the Secretary of W' ar, 
Dr. Eustice, to proceed to Philadelphia, and ascertain 
the state of forwardness in which the clothing for the 
new troops was. This was executed, and report made 
accordingly. On or about the 12th April, orders were 
received at New-York, to commence the recruiting ser-

a 
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vice. By this time the United States were dividedintCl 
military districts, and Major Mullany appointed to th~ 
command of the Western district, New·York. With 
his noted zeal and activity, he 9.rr!ved at Geneva, on the 
20th April, 1812, and located there, with necessary in­
structions, a valuabl~ officer, CaptainMydertM. DOK. 

In a few days, the officers assigned to this district, were 
supplied with funds and instructions, and martial musick 
gave awful warning of what was likely to follow. The 
difficulties that ignorance' aDd treacherous opposition> 
excited, are no way interesting 9.t present. Manly exeJ;­
tion, good judgement, and a righteous cause, surmounted 
every scheme of faction, and soared successfully over 
every species of prejudice. Citizens most noted fol' 
acrimonious sarcasms towards the measures necessarily 
adopted at that period, soon buried theil' mistaken ap­
prehensions jn the national good, and were among the 
most active in' . aiding the efforts of the officers of the 
army. i,· 

On the 26th of May, 9. circular order was transmitted 
to the following officers, having for its object the con­
centration of the recruits of the \Vestern district, at 
Canandaigua, to organize them for the field, viz: 

Captain Dox, Infantry, Geneva. 
Captain M'Keon, 3d Regt. Artillery, Canandaigua. 
Captain David Scott, Infantry, Batavia. 
Captain R. H. MoiTis, Infantry, Cayuga. 
1st Lieutenant, William Clark, Infantry, Auburn. 
1st Lieutenant, John M. O'Connor, 3d Reg. Artillerv. 

Buffalo: ., 
1st Lieutenant, Samuel Chipman, Infantry, Bath. 
2d Lieutenant, W. Martin, Infantry, Lima. 
2d Lieutenant, Henry Whiting, Infantry, Buffalo. 

~y Orde-:-J. R. Mullany, Maj. Comdg .. 
. SIgned, J. H. Rees, Lt. 3d Artillery, Ajt. 

The offiCIal news of the declaration of war reached 
Major Mullany on. !h~ 27th JUlJO', 1812, one day later 
than the express wita It to the Ldish, passed Canandai­
gua, the head-quarters of th{; district. The man em­
plo!~d on this occasion, by the fi'i-::ucts of England, was 
a cltlzen of Albany, well known by several real patri-
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otick men, residing in the western country, on whom he 
imposed. He stated that he was conveying, express, 
the news of the declaration of war, to Fort Niagara, in ' 
consequence of which stratagem, he succeeded in ob­
taining every facility that money and horses could give 
him; and thus did the British receive the news one day 
before it was known at Canandaigua, from whence may 
be dated the faU of Michilimackinack, and a train of 
other disasters on the frontiers. Having delivered the 
despatches at Queenstown, he returned immediately. 
He met General Peter B. Porter at Batavia, who ques­
tioned- him on the report then general, of such an ex­
press having passed, but he very adroitly escaped, and 
Was again interrogated on his arrival at Canandaigua, by 
Major Mullany, who was closely watching his return. 
He soon discovered him, and placed him under guard, 
after reading to him the 57th article of the articles of 
war. His deposition wa" taken before a master in 
chancery, and forwarded to Governour Tompkins, the 
same night, whom it reached in thirty hours; distance, 
208 miles. The gentlemen ·who employed the despatch 
were taken prisoners, and held to bail, and evidence 
given the Governour, that, although the despatches did 
communicate the vote of Congress, declaring war, still 
the communication was simply mercantile. 

At this time the settlers on the Niagara frontier be­
came much alarmed; they were daily threatened with a 
visit from the Indians, and their houses no longer offered 
them safety or protection. Several settlements had been 
abandoned, and nothing was heard along the frontier, in 
imagination at least, but the hostile yell of the relentless 
savage. 

The following letter (not hitherto published) was, 
on this occasion, directed to Major Mullany: 

Black Rock, June 28, 1812. 
SIR~There is every reason to believe that the British 

meditate an attack ,on Fort Niagara, and that it may be 
attempted within twenty-four hours from this time. If 
they once pass the river, it is impossible to say how far 
they may proceed. Under these very urgent circum· 
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stances, I despatch an express, to request that yoawilt 
immediately march the men under your command, to 
our assistance., Although you may. not have received 
orders authorising you to comply with this request, I am 
persuaded the occasion will justify you; as your men 
can be of no possible use at Canandai~a, or any other 
plact along the south shore Qfthe Lake, and are un­
doubtedly intended, ultimately, for this place; Bring 
with you ell the arms and ammunition in the Cal'landai~ 
gua ars.enal. .. 

In great haste, yours respectfully, 
PETER B. PORTER, Q. M. G. 

Of the State of New-York. 
MAJOR MULLANY, Comm'g at Canandaigua'. 

Major Mullany, in consequence of the receipt of this 
letter, marched with his command for the protection of 
the Niagara frontier. 

Another evidently material precaution; was the sta­
tioning a competent force in the Michigan Territory, 
for the protection of the inhabitants. against the incur­
sion of the enemy, as well as for the purpose uf ,actin~ 
offensively, if such should be deemedprtident. Gen­
eral HuH had been at the seat of Government in the 
Spring previous to the declaration of war, where he 
made arrangements for conducting a force to Detroit. 
He accordingly proceeded to Dayton, on the Mad river, 
one of the waters of the great Miami, 60 miles byland, 
and about ';5 miles by water, from its mouth. Here 
GovernourMeigs, of the State of Ohio, surrendered to 
the General the command of 1500 volunteers, who had 
been raised f"r this purpose, and were commanded by 
Colonels M' Arthur, Cass, and Findlay, by the election 
of the volunteers. 

On the 27th May, General Hull pitched his tent in 
camp MeigS'; when, the troops being formed in a hollow 
squ~re, the ~ag of the United States was unfurled, on 
whlCh occaSIOn, a short but animated and impressive 
address, was delivered bY' ColonelCass. 

On the lst June, the 4th United States' regiJnent 
commanded bY' Colonel Miller, joined'Ge.neral Hull' 

, , 
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'When he resumed his' march, and rea.ched the rapids of 
the Miami about the last of June, having then under his 
command about 2500 men. 

From bay ton to Detroit, a distance of more than 150 
miles, the anuy had to cut a road through the wilder­
ness; the land was soft or swampy, and the labour of 
bringing on carriages and artillery, excessive. The 
Indians showed little disposition to obstruct the passage 
of the' troops. Governour Meigs proceeded with the 
army as far as the Urbanna, where he held a council 
with some Indian Chiefs, when it was agreed that peace 
should he maintained between them and the United 
States. The General put on board a vessel, the bag­
gage and hospital stores of the army, with an officer and 
30 men, with directions to sail for Detroit. The Briti3h 
having been apprized of the declaration of war, captured 
the vessel at Fort Malden, mouth of Detroit river; 
and thus the army suffered a serious loss. 

On the evening of the 12th July, General Hull 
crossed the river Detroit, which divides the United 
States' Tenitory of Michigan from the British Province 
of Upper Canada, and fixed his head-quarters at" the 
town ::of Sandwich, about two miles within the British 
Province. From this place, he published a Proclama­
tion, of which ihe following is a copy: 

BY WILLIAM HULL, 
Brigadier General and Commander of the North Western 

Army of the United States: 
A PROCLAMATION. 

lNHABITANTS OF CANADA: 

After thirty years of peace and prosperity, the United 
States have been driven to arms. The injuries and 
aggressions, the insu'lts and indignities of Great Britain 
have once more left them no alternative but manly re~ 
.sistance, or unconditional submission. The army under 
my command has invaded your country;. the standard of 
the Union now waves over the tenitoryof CanaeLl. 
To the peaceable unoffending inhabitants, it brings nei­
ther danger nor difficulty. I come to find enemies, not 
tp make them. I come to protect, not to injure yO", 

3* 
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Separated by an immense oce'an, and an extensive­
wilderness, from' Great Britain, you have. no participati0'\l' 
in her councils, no interest in her' conduct. - You have' 
felt her tyranny, you have seen her injustice; but Ido 
not ask you to avenge the one, or to redress the other. 
The United States are sufficiently powerful to afford 
every security consistent with their rights and your ex­
pectations. ' I tender you the invaluable blessing of 
civil, political, and religious liberty, and their necessary 
result, individual and general prosperity; that libertY" 
which gave decision to our councils, and energy to our 
conduct, in a struggle for independence, which con­
ducted us safely and triumphantly through the stormy 
period of the revolution; the liberty which has raised 
us to an elevated rank among the nations of the world; 
and which afforded us a greater measure of peace and 
security, of wealth and improvement, than ever fell to 
the lot of any people. In the name of my country, and 
the authority of government, I promise you protection 
to your persons, property, and rights; remain at your 
homes; pursue your peaceful arid customary avocations; 
raise not your hands. against your brethren. Many of 
your fathers fought for the freedom and independence 
we now enjoy. Being children, therefore, of the same 
family with us, and heirs of the same heritage, the 
ar~ival of an. army of friends must be hailed by you 
Wltha cordial welcome. You Will be emancipated 
from tyranny and oppression, and restored to the digni_ 
fied station of freedom. Had I any doubt of eventual 
success, I might ask your assistance; but I do not. I 
co~e pr~pared for every c9ntingency; I have a force 
whlCh wIll break down all opposition, and that force is 
but the va~-guard of a muc.h greater. If, c.ontrary to 
your _ own mterests and the just expectations of my 
country, you sho?ld take partin the approaching contest,; 
you wlll be conSIdered and treated as enemies' and the 
horrours and calamities of war .will stalk before you. 
If the barbarous and savage policy of Great Britain be 
p:u~sued, and the savages are let loose -to murder our 
cI~lzen~, and bu~cher our women and childr~n, this war 
WIll be a war of extermination. The first stroke of the 
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tomahawk j the first attempt with the scalping-knife, 
will be the signal of one indiscriminate scene of deso­
lation. No white man, found fighting by the side of an 
Indian, will be taken prisoner j instant death will be 
his lot. If the dictates of reason, duty, justice, and 
humanity, cannot prevent the employment of a force 
which respects no rights, and knows no wrong, it will 
be prevented by a senre and relentless system of re­
taliation. I doubt not your courage and firmness; I 
will not doubt your attachment to liberty. ,If you ten­
del' your services voluntarily, they will be accepted 
readily. The United States offer you peace, liberty, 
and security . Your choice lies between these and war, 
slavery, and destruction. Choose, then j but choose 
wisely; and may He who knows the justice of our 
cause, and who holds in his hand the fate of nations, 
guide you to a result the most compatible with your 
rights and interests, your peace and happiness. 

By the General, 
A. P. HULL, 

Captain of the 13th United States' Regiment of Infantry, 
and Aid-de-Camp. Head-quarters, Sandwich, July 
12, 1812. WILLIAM HULL. 

This Proclamation was well calculated to inspire 
confidence, and secure the friendship of the Canadians. 
The American troops were in high spirits, anxious to be 
led against the enemy's post at Fort Malden. The 
British force, consisting of regulars, militia, and Indians, 
was inferiour to the Americans, as appeared by the offi­
cial cOlllmunication of the British General, Brock, to his 
government. The moment seemed favourable to strike 
an important-perhaps a decisive blow. The Indians, 
except a few of whom had joined the British, remained 
neutr.al, watching with their usual sagacity, until they 
could discover on what side victory was likely to perch; 
nearly all the Canadian .militia had deserted; Colonel 
M' Arthur was detached with 150 men to the river 
Thames, where he captured a considerable quantity of 
ammunition, arms, and blankets. Some hundreds of 
merino sheep were captured by another detachment. 
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Oil the 15th July, Colonel Cass, with about 300 men, 
reconnoitered the enemy's posts. The Colonel ascended 
the river Aux Canards, to a ford, where he crossed, and 
descending on the south side, attacked and repeated­
ly drov~ a party of the enemy's regulars, which was 
stationed at a bridge five miles above Amherstburgh, 
the enemy having formed and returned three times: 
night put an end to the pursuit. The Americans re­
turned the following day to camp, without interruption. 
Frequent skirmishing was kept up between other de­
t.achments of the American army, and the enemy, in 
the neighbourhood of Fort Malden. The time of at­
tacking Fort Malden was determined on at a council of 
field officers, and preparations made for advancing to the 
attack, when, by an unexpected order, the plan of attack 
was abandoned, and Canada evacuated on the 8th Au­
gust, shamefully leaving to their fate, the Canadians who 
had joined th~ American standard. 

This gave time to the enemy to be re-inforced, and it 
soon was rumoured in the American camp, that the 
commanding officer intended to surrender his army, in 
the event of an attack by the enemy. This seemed so 
unaccountable, at a time when superiority of force was 
)ll the American side, that the officers had resolved, in 
the event of the rumour being well founded, to divest 
the General of his command. The execution of this 
plan was prevented by the absence of two commandincr 
officers of regiments, who were ordered on detachments~ 
The British being re-enforced by about 400 men, and 
the Indians becoming more decided, General Brock 
advanced, and took a position opposite to Detroit where 
without interruption, he established a small battery. ' 

On the 15th August, the town of Detroit was sum­
moned to sU.f:ender, which being refused, a firing began 
from ~he Bnbsh bat~eries, w?ich. was returned by the 
Amenca~s, and contmued, WIth httle effect, until night. 
At da~-hght, .on the 16th, the firing re-commenced on 
both SIdes, t?e en~my commenced the landing of troops 
below DetroIt, whIch being soon effected the h d . 1 I ' Y marc e 
~n c ose co.u:= of platoons, twelve in front toward the 
'lort of Detrolt. ' 
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Agaill$t this body of troops, not a shot was fired, al­
though it advanced in a situation within the range of the 
American cannon. When the British reached within 
one hundred yards of the American line, orders were 
given by. General Hull for the troops to retreat to the 
fort;. and soon_after, the fort was surrendered, and the 
American army became prisoners of war. 

By a proclamation immediately issued by the British 
commander; General Brock, it appears that General Hull 
had also surrendered the Territory of Michigan. 

This was a severe and unexpected blow against the 
Americans. It gave rise to a Court Martial on the con­
duct of General Hull, whichwill be noticed in its proper 
place; it, in a great degree, destroyed the confidence 
the Canadians had in the government and arms of the 
United States; it determined the Indians' to take part 
with the enemy; and led not only to a prolongation of 
the war, -but to many, or perhaps all of those savage acts 
of murder, in which the Indians were subsequently 
engaged, against the citizens of the United States. 

General Hull, in his official account, states, that at the 
time the enemy advanced against Detroit, he could not 
bring into the field more than 600 men; that the regu­
lar foree of theenemy, then advancing, was much more 
than that number, and twice that number of Indians. 

An official letter from Colonel Cass, who had a com­
mand under General Hull, put the business in quite a 
different light, coneluding with the follo~wing paragraph: 

,i I was informed l>yGeneral Hull,the morning after 
the capitulation, that the British forces consisted of 1800 
regulars; -and that -he surrendered to prevent the effu­
sion of human blood. That he magnified their regular 
force nearly five fold, there can be no dou ht. Whether 
the phUanthropick reason assigned by him is a sufficient 
justification for surrendering a fortified town, an army, 
and a territory, is for the Government to determine. 
Confide~tJ am, that had the cpurage and conduct of the 
General been equal to the spirit and zeal of the troops, 
the event would have been as brilliant and successful, 
as it now is disastrous and dishonourabIe." 
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The British official account is positive as to the inferi· 
ority of the enemy's force.' 

The following' extract from the official r~port of Sir 
George Prevost, will show how weak the garrison 01 
Amherstburgh, or Malden was, at the time when Ge~~ 
eral Hull passed into Canada, having then under hIs 
command nearly 2500 men. 

"The garrison of Amherstbtirgh' consisted (at thE) 
time wh~n General Hull passed into Canada) of a sub· 
altern's detachment of the royal artIllery, commanded 
by Lieutenant Troughton ; of a detachment of 300 men, 
of the 41st regiment, under the cQmmand of Captain 
Muir; and of about as many of the militia; the whole 
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel St. 'George, 
inspecting field officer of militia in the district." 

A few days before the surrender of Detroit, Major 
Van Horn, of Colonel Findley'S regiment of Ohio vol­
unteers, was detached with about 200 men, to proceed 
to the river RaiSin, to re-enforce Captain Brush, who, 
with a company of Ohio volunteers, were escorting pro­
visions for the army. At Brownstown, a large party of 
Indians formed an ambuscade, and the Major'S detach­
ment received a heavy fire at a few yards from the ene­
my. The whole detachment retreatpd in great disorder, 
and could not, by any exertion of Major Van Horn, be 
rallied. On this occasion, there were 7 officers and 19 
privates killed, besides a considerable number wounded. 

Before the return of Major Van Horn, another de­
tachment consisting of 600 men, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Miller, was ordered to proceed to 
the river Raisin, to open the communication to the river, 
and protect the provisions, which were under the escort 
of Captain Brush. Lieutenant-Colonel Miller marched 
from Detroit on the 8th August· and on the 9th about 
4 o'clock in the afternoon the ~an guard com~anded 
by Captain Snelling, of the,4th U. S. r~giment, was 
fired upon by an extensive line of Indians and, British, 
at the.lower par~of Maguago,about fourteen miles from 
Detro!t. Captam Snelling maintained his ground in a 
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most gallant manner, under a very heavy fire, until thl' 
arrival of the main body, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
~Iiller, when a general attack was made on the enemy, 
who was compe-lled to retreat before the Americans. 
The route continued until fatigue, and the approach of 
night, rendered it necessary to desist from farther pu]'­
,uit. 

A short time previous to the surrender of Detroit, ::i 
provisional agreement was entered into by General 
Dearborn, and Colonel Baynes, the British Ajutant" 
General, that neither party should act offensively befon, 
the decision of the American Govern,uent should be 
taken on the subject. This suspension of hostilitie,'. 
was grounded on a letter from Sir George Prevost. 
Governour of Lower Canada, to General Dearborn, 
suggesting the probability of a gener"l suspension ot 
hostilities, in consequence of a proposed <.espension 01' 

repeal of the British Orders in Council, ,)f which Mr, 
Foster, late Minister to the United States, had received 
advices on his arrival at Halifax. 'Vheth"r GovernoUl 
Prevost seriously believed all which he r~rn'sented, or 
that the suspension of hostilities, WL,(;l (lici not include 
the operations of Detroit, "-,,,5 in;-er"it,,i tv LlYOUr t11'­
British army in that quarter, cannot now h.: (,etermined ; 
it, however, enabled the British to rC-·"'1f,Ff'e Gener~l 
Brock, and probably contributed to the ,3H of Detroit .. 
The American Government, viewing th.: Brt.ish propo­
sition as coming in an indirect manm'" r)fi.c ,~:p' no satis­
factory security for it; observan"e, and ?r(i,'~ii!g- witJ, 
little variation to their former pretence~, did IJOt hesitat" 
to disagree to the proposal. The ar;.1~~fi~e terminated 
on the 8th September" 

The disgraceful 5urrender of Derl"l,t was, in somr 
degree, to be compel1sated for) by the bi":1Vf'IY of Ame­
rican seamen, Which viill b·~ noticecl j" It,~ proper place, 
under the head of Nava, Actions. 

Governour Prevost, of Low~r CabLf;a, j,,,ued a proc~ 
lamation on '?he 19th September, by wi-,i.:::, 'll! 'Citizens 01 
the United St;e.tes ~re ordered to q.]' Cf',):l<:~"" by thc 
15th of October; till which time they r.~~\ J'Tart witl) 
their moveable property, by permission of tnree of the 
council. 
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Soon after the declaration of war, troops -began tu_ 
assemble at Greenbush, on the Hudson, directly opposite 
to Albany. From this depot, detachments were marched 
to different points of the frontier. 

A considerable force having been assemble~ in the 
neighbourhood of Niagara river, under the command -of 
Major-General Stephen Van Rensselaer, with the -view, 

'as was generally understood, of effecting a descent upon 
the British province of Upper Canada; a stIO!lg and 
impatient desire was discovered among the troops, to try 
their strength against lhe enemy. This gradually rose 
to such a height, that resistance to it seemed scarcely, if 
at all, possible; patriotiMIl was passing, the .limits,of sub­
ordination. "This (says the General III hIS offiCIal com­
munication to Genera} Dearborn) was expressed to me 
through various chllnnels,in the shape of an alternative; 
that they must Ilave orders to act; or, at aU hazards, 
they would go home." 

Impelled by th~s consideration, the Ge~~ral made 
dispositions for the mtended attack on the BntIsh post at 
the_heights of Queenstown. Some information gained 
from. a person who was engaged to pass over to Canada, 
and who returned safe, seemed to warrant an attack, 
which, besides the immediate object, might have a con­
trolling effect upon the movements at Detroit, where it 
was understood the British General, Brock, had gone, 
with aU the force he could spare from the Niagara fron­
tier. 

An intention to transport troops across the river, on 
the morning of the 11 th October, was frustrated through 
means of a boatman, selected for his skill and steadiness; 
but who, going ahead in the extreme darkness, passed 
the intended place far up the river, and there fastened 
his boat to the shore, and abandoned the detachment. 
In this front boat" nearly every oar belonging to aU the 
boats, were deposIted. The expedition was given up, 
and t~e detachment returned to camp, 

ThIS circumstance, so far from dampinglllfhe ardour of 
the troops, seemed to give additional force to> the desire 
of e~countering the enemy. A second attempt was de­
termmedon. 
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A detachment from the 13th regiment, consisting oj 
;tbout 300 men under the comm"and of Colonel Chrystie, 
and about 300 militia, commanded by Colonel Van 
Remselaer, received orders from the General to cross 
the Niagara River on the morning of the 13th imtant. 
which was in part effected before day, under a very 
heavy and destructive fire of grape and musket shot 
from the British. 

In crossing the river, three boats with troops, one of 
which contained Lieutenant-Colonel Chrystie, were 
carried by the rapid current of the river far below the 
point of landing; and as soon as Colonel Chrystie's 
hoat touched the shore, the only guide to the ground lef!; 
the Colonel. 

In consequence of this disaster, not more than 200 
men at first efiected a landing. Those few, however, 
marched on under a heavy fire, and formed a line Oll 

the front of the battery, where they were sheltered by 
a bank, upon the summit of which there was a battery, 
which had proved very destructive to officers and men 
From the fire of this battery, and that of a house on 
their right flank, Colonel Van Rensselaer was wounded, 
and likewise Captain Armstrong, Captain Lawrence, 
Captain Wool, and Lieutenant Lent; killed, Lieutenant 
Valleau and Ensign Morris, all of the 13th. 

Colonel Van Rensselaer's wounds were severe; a ball 
passed through his right thigh, entering just below the 
b.ip bone; another shot passed through the same thigh a 
little below; a third, through the calf of his leg; and ~ 
fourth contused his heel. Lieutenant-Colonel Chrys­
tie did not arrive until some time after this, and was 
wounded in his hand, in passing the river. Colonel 
Van Rensselaer was still able to stand; and, with great 
presence of mind, ordered his men to proceed and storm. 
the fort. 

Sixty determined men, led by Captain Ogilvie, se~ 
conded by Captain Wool, though wounded, and Lieuten­
ant Kearney, Lieutenant Carr, Lieutenant Hugginau, 
and Lieutenant Sammons, Ensign Reeve of the 13th, 
Lieutenant Randolph, and Lieutenant Gansevoort, cir­
cuitously mounted the heights, gave three cheers, antf 

4 
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immediately charged; and, after the third chaige}'gain; 
ed complete possessioll', whiehthey kept about ten 
hours. Among those sixty, were ten of the militia. 
During the time they had possession of the heights, 
they received some re·enforcement. ~ Lieutenant-Colo­
nel Chrystie effected his landing, and a body of militia, 
amounting in the whole, to about 500. Colonel Scott 
superseded Captain Ogilvie in the command ; soon after 
which, the British received a re-enforcement from Forts 
George and Chippeway, amounting to about 1100, inclu­
ding Indians. The Indians were soon repulsed and 
driven to the wood. 

Captain Ogilvie, of the 13tl1 regiment, who led the 
detachment that succeeded in: taking the redoubt upon 
the heights, was much exposed while at the top of the 
precipice; he resolutely continued brandishing his 
sword as a signal to his men to advance. The exertions 
of Captain Wool, in urging on his men, after he W;J.S 

wounded, were spirited and conspicuous. 
After this, both parties were considerably re-enforced, 

and the conflict became severe and general; the enemy 
was compelled to retreat at every point of attack, and 
the route was followed up with great spirit by the 
Americans. . 

Re-enforcements continued to arrive under Captain 
Gibson, of the artillery; Captains Mackesney and Law· 
rence, of the infantry; and Colonels Mead, Allen, alld 
Stranahan, of the militia. A little before 2 o'clock in 
the afternoon, General Wadsworth, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Chrystie, and Major M ullany* passed over. The enemy, 

'* This statement .isgiven rtom the best account that could be pro. 
cu.red. The ,CompIler has Colonel Mullany's authority~in saying, that 
thIS was the bfth time he passe" over during the engagement. From an 
official report of Colo~el Mullany to General Van Rensselaer, dated 5th 
January 1813! the ongmal of which is in the office of the War Depart. 
m~~I, but whIch .has not been pUblished, the following extract is given! 

I cal~not 10 ~Justlce clo~e. thIS communication, without expressing 
my astoDI.shment at the or~lJs~lOn of its (Colonel Mullany's detachment) ,~ 
~rd?ous, Its desperate dUlle.s In your official detail of that day; although 
mddIerent as to myse~f, satIsfied I will yet have justice done, when the 
scenes of that enterpnse are beller known. Man:\, of my officers merited 
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at this moment, received a re-enforcement of several 
hundred Indians from Chippeway, and commenced a 
furious attack, but were promptly met and routed by the 
rifle and bayonet. Victory seemed complete. 

The General observing a hesitation in the embarkation 
of troops, passed over to accellerate their movements. 
Could the details of this day be here closed, all would 
be honour-all would be glory, to the American cha­
racter. But it must be recorded-alas! it cannot be 
concealed, that no persuasion of the General, or of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bloom, who, although wounded, 
rode through the camp; nor of Judge Peck, who also 
exerted himself on this occasion, could influence the 
remaining troops to pass into the boats.. A large re­
enforcement from Fort George, soon afterwards was seen 
coming up the river; this re-enforcement obliqued to 
the right from the road, and formed a junction with the 
Indians in the rear of the heights. 

The superiority in numbers of the British and their 
Indian allies, induced the American officers to hold a 
consultation, at which they were disposed to dispute the 
ground they held; but a note was received from Gen­
eral Van Rensselaer, informing them he could afford 
them no assistance, and that he would cover their retreat 
at the battery at Fort Grey, and furnish boats to rc-cross 
the river; and finding by Colonel Stranahan that the 
militia would no longer act, a retreat was resolved upon. 
They retreated in good order, without the loss of a man, 
to the margin of the river; but, to their extreme morti­
fication, not a boat was there to receive them, nor did 
any arrive. After remaining in this extremely painful 
situation about a quarter of an hour, this little band 
s-urrendered to about five times their number. 

Previous to this, however, a column of British regu­
lars advanced, commanded by General Brock. The 

a full share of publkk notice.; and, from my knowledge of you, Sir, 
to a want of correct mformatIOn, I ascribe the cause of complaint." 

General Van Rensselaer, in reply to Colonel Mullany. dated Albany, 
January 23, 1813, acknowledges and regrets the omission in his offiCIal 
detail, in which the services of the Colonel lind his command were 
'j:nit!ed, 
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British General's horse was killed by a private of the 
name of Wilklow, who was enlisted in Orange county; 
shortly after which the General himself fell, within 
pistol ~hot of the American troops. ' 

The enemy consisted of a part of the 49th regiment, 
who, with General Brock, had .signalized themselves in 
Egypt; and from their valour, were called the invinci­
bles. Before this, they had never been' known to give 
an inch of ground; and acknowledged, after the S1,lrren­
der, they had never fought with such brave men. They 
treated their prisoners with tenderness and respect, and 
allowed them as much merit as brave men could desire. 
The number of American troops killed, amounted to not 
more than 60; and about 100 were wounded. The 
number of prisoners, including the wounded, amounted 
to about 700. 

Bu~ the victorious enemy, though generous and ten­
der to those who, by the fortune of war, had fallen into 
their power, imposed no restraint upon their Indian allies 
from stripping and scalping the dying and the slain that 
remained upon the field of hattle. Captain Ogilvie 
himself saw the lifeless body of Ensign Morris stripped 
even of its shirt; and the skull of one who had been 
wounded, was seen cloven, by a tomahawk. 

The General, in his official despatches, bears evidence)' 
to the bravery and good conduct of all engaged; noti­
cing, in particular, General Wadsworth; Colonels Van 
Rensselaer and Scott; Lieutenant-Colonels Chrystie, 
Fenwick, Bloom, Allen, Stranahan, and Mead; Majors 
Spencer, Mosely, and Lush; Captain Gibson, Lieuten­
ant Smith, and Ensign Grosvener. 

Major General Van Rensselaer resigned the command 
of the army, on the Niagara frontier, to Brigadier Gen­
eral Smyth, on the 14th October. 

On the lOth November, General Smyth published a 
Proclamation from his camp near Buffalo. As this doc­
ume~t became the su?ject of much comment, it is given' 
here 10 full. It was 10 the following words: 

TO THE MEN OF NEW.YORK: " 

,For many years you have seen,your countryopPt'essed 
WIth numerous wrongs. Your Government although , -
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Q'bove all others devoted to peace, have been forced to 
draw the sword, and rely for redress of injuries on the 
valour of the American people. 

That valour has been conspicuous. But the nation 
has been unfortunate in the selection of some of those 
who directed it. One army has been disgracefully sur­
rendered and lost. Another has been sacrificed by a 
precipitate attempt to pass it over at the strongest point 
of the enemy's lines, with most incompetent means. 
The ca\l.se of these miscarriages is apparent. The 
Commanders were popular men, "destitute alike of 
theorv and experience" in the art of war. 

In' a few days, the troops under my command, will 
plant the American standard in Canada. They are men 
accustomed to obedience, silence, and steadiness. They 
will conquer, or they will die. 

Will you stand with your arms folded, and look on 
this interesting struggle? Are you not related to the 
men who fought at Bennington and Saratoga? Has 
the race degenerated? Or have you, under the baneful 
influence of contending factions, forgot your country? 
Must I turn from you, and ask men of the Six Nations 
to support the Government of the United States? Shall 
I imitate the officers of the British king, and suffer our 
ungathered laurels to be tarnished by ruthless deeds? 
Shame! where is thy blush? No. Where I com­
mand, the vanquished and the peaceful man, the child, 
the maid, and the matron, shall be secure from wrong. 
If we conquer, we will" conquer but to save." 

Men of New- York! The present is the hour of re­
nown. Have you not a wish for fame? Would you not 
?h?o~ in future times to be named as one of those, who, 
Imltatmg the heroes whom Montgomery led, have, in 
spite of the seasons, visited the tomb of the Chief, and 
conquered the country where he lies? Yes. You de­
sire your share of fame. Then seize the present mo­
me~t. If you do n~t, yo.u will regret it; and say," the 
vahant have bled m vam; the friends of my country 
fell, and I was nQtthere." 

Advance, then, to our aid. I will wait for you a few 
days. I cannot give you the day of my departure. Eut 

4* 
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come on. Come in compalii~s,'half companie!1;"pairs, 
or singly. I will organize you for a short tour.' Ride 
to this place, if the distance is far, and selid b'ackyour 
horses. But remember, th~t every man who accompa".. 
nies us, places. himself under my command, and s~aIl 
submit to the salutary restraints of discipline. , 

ALEX. SMYTH, 
.. Briga. 'General.' 
Camp, near Buffalo, Nov. 10, 1812. . 

.. This proclamation had the effect of bringing to the 
frontier a very considerable number of volunteers, men 
who lived the hardy life of farmers, were accustomed to 
the woods, knew well the use of the rifle, and feared 
Indians as little as they did Englishmen. . 

On the 17th November, General Smyth issued a pub­
lick address to his soldiers, preparatory to an immediate­
ly intended entrance into the enemy's territory. The 
sentiments contained in this address are noble, humane, 
and soldierly. From such a general and ~uch an army, 
the pub lick expected a very successful campaign. 

On the morning of the 21st November, 1812, a heavy 
cannonade was opened upon the garrison of Fort Niaga- . 
ra, from all the batteries in the neighbourhood of Fort 
George, consisting of five detached batteries; two mount­
ing twenty-four pounders, olle mounting a nine, and two 
mortar batteries. The firing continued thirteen hours; 
some buildings were set on fire by the hot shot from the 
enemy, but extinguished without doing material injury. 

The garrison at Niagara, in return, opened a tremen­
dous and well directed fire with hotshot. The town of 
Newark was several times in flames; as also the centre 
building in Fort George. Captain M'Kean commanded 
a t,welve l?ounder in the S. E. block-house., -and distin­
g~lshed hImself by his usual gallantry-and skill. Cap­
tam Jacks, ?f the 7th regiment of militia.:.artillery, com­
manded ~ SIX pounder ~n the N. block-house, and to­
~ethe~ 'Vlt~l a part of hIS own company, though placed 
In ~ slt.uafu)n m?stexp~sed to-the fire of the enemy, 
mallltained then. posItion like veterans. Lieutenant 
Rees of ~e artillery, had' command of an .eIghteen 
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pOlluder on the S. E. battery, until ten o'clock, when 
he received a wound, which compelled him to resign 
the command to Captain Leonard, of the artillery. 
Lieutenant Wendell, of the third artillery, commanded 
an eighteen and a four pounder on the W. battery. Dr. 
Hooper, of the militia, commanded a six pounder on the 
mess-house j Lieutenants Gansevoort and Harris had 
the command of the salt-battery at Youngstown, mount­
ing one eighteen and a four pounder. These several 
posts were maintained with resolution, judgement, and 
great effect. Lieutenant Colonel Gray commanded the 
artillery, and gave the most satisfactory proof of his zeal 
and science. Major Armstead of the corps of engineers, 
was indefatigable in extending his exertions to aU part" 
of the garrison. Lieutenant Colonel George McFeely 
commanded the fort. The American loss consisted of 
four killed, and seven wounded. 

The hopes which General Smyth had raised by hi, 
proclamation were not to be realized. Twice the troop' 
embarked, and as often disembarked. PubJick opinion, 
hitherto on the side of General Smyth, now began tu 
veer. His courage as well as his patriotism was ques­
tioned; censure was followed by insult and menace. 
The project of invasion was finally abandoned. The 
volunteers were dismissed, and the army ordered into 
winter quarters. Thus ended the operations, for this 
season, of the army of the centre. 

General Smyth justified himself on the grounds that he 
had directions not to pass over with less than three thou­
sand men; that he could not pre.vail on more than one 
thousand five hundred men to emhark; and that an at­
tack on the enemy under such circumstances, was COll~ 
trary to the opinion of a council of his officers. " My orders 
(says the general, in reply to a committee from the pa­
triotick citizens of the western counties of New-York) 
were to pass into Canada with three thousand men at 
once. On the first day of embarkation not more than one 
thousand four hundred men were embarked j of whom 
four hundred, that is, half of the regular infantry, were 
exhausted with fatigue and want of rest. On the second 
.pmb:nkation, only one thousand five hunured men were 
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embarked, and these were to have put off immediately".> 
and to have descended the river to a point where re-en':', 
forcements were not to be expected. On both days, many 
of the regular troops were men in bad health who could 
not have stood ORe day's march; who, although they were 
on the sick report, were turned out by their ardent offi­
cers." 

This reply was dated 3d ·December .. On the 8th of 
the same month, General Peter B. Porter gave-notice in 
the Buffalo Gazette, that he would soon publish a" true 
account of some of the most prominent transactions of 
those days." In this notice General Porter ascribes the 
failure of the expedition to the cowardice of General 
Smyth. 

General Smyth must remain convicted, in the eyes of 
the world, of falsehood and cowardice, if he continued 
passive under such charges. Modern chivalry pointed 
out the course which must be pursued. General Smyth 
sent a challenge to General Porter, which the latter ac-
cepted. . 

The parties passed over to Grand Island, on the 13th 
December; a shot was exchanged, in an intrepid man­
ner, but without effect ; when, on the suggestion of Gen­
eral Smyth's second, a mutual explanation and reconcil-
iation took place, and the parties separated. .. 

General Porter, on the following day, delivered the 
promised statement of transactions to the editor of the:. 
Buffalo Gazette, in which paper it according~y appear-~ 
ed. 

The statement is plain and satisfactory; and divested 
of that asperity, which 'was probably intended to accom. 
pany it. 

In this statement, it is represented, that on the 27th 
N?vember, there w~re collected in the neigbourhood of 
NIagara, 4500 effective men; that the vessels collected­
for the purpose, were sufficient for the transportation of 
3550 me~; that the n~mber of men actually embarked, 
were estimated to consIst of between 2000 and 2600' 
!hat about 2000 more men were paraded on shore, seem: 
mgl.y ready to cross; that several boats of sufficient ca­
paCIty to carry about 1000 men were still lying,unoccu-
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pied j and that the enemy, estimated at about 500 men, 
were drawn up in a line, at about half a mile from the 
river. 

As a proof of what could be effected, had the men 
been permitted to pass over, General Porter states the 
bravery and success witb which a detachment which 
crossed over by direction of General Smyth, accomplish­
ed its mission; having completely routed the enemy, 
spiked his cannon, and taken several prisoners. "Out of 
twelve naval officers, who embarked in this enterprise, 
nine of them, (says General Porter,) with more than 
half their men, were killed or wounded." 

General Smyth, in a letter to the editors of the N a­
tional Intelligencer, dated 23d January, 1813, refutes 
the statement of General Porter. 

"I affirm, (says General Smyth) that on the 27th 
November, there were collected in the neighbourhood 
of Black Rock, not more than 3500 effective men, non­
commissioned officers, and privates, of every corps under 
my command; not more than 1500 of those were liable 
to be ordered to cross the Niagara, according to opinions 
generally received. On the 21st, there were 1050 good 
troops embarked, and also as many irregular volunteers 
as occupied five boats, estimated at 150. On the morn­
ing of the 1st December, the number of men armed 
with muskets, who were at the Navy-Yard, embarked 
or not embarked, did not exceed 2000 men." 

In this refutation, General Smyth insinuates that 
General Porter, acting as contractor to the army, was 
DOt prepared to supply the necessary rations, having on 
the 30th November, only thirty-five barrels of flour 011 

hand, "not two pounds of flour to each man." "The 
hostility of General Porter to myself, (says General 
Smyth) grew out of the contract." 

While the expeditions thus progressed from ill·design, 
to its unavoidable consequence, unsuccessful termina­
tion, the minor expeditions did honour to the officers 
who commanded, and the few men who were engaged 
in them; Among these, the following must not be 
omitted. 

The Brigs Adams and Caledonia, which were sur-
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rendered to the enemy by General Hull, at Detroitr 
having arrived and anchored under the British Fort 
Erie, on' the 8th October, 181!r, Captain Elliot, of the 
navy, who had arrived at Black Rock the same day, 
with a body of sailors from New-York, determined on 
an attempt to regain them. Having made the necessa­
ry dispositions, he advanced at 1 o'clock in the morning 
of the 9th October, having under his command, loa 
men in two boats, including thirty volunteers from the 
army, with Captain Towson, and Lieutenant Roache, 
of the artillery; at 3 o'clock he was along side the ves­
sels; in ten minutes they were under way, and the 
prisoners secured. An unfavourable wind obliged them 
to run down the river, by the forts, under a heavy fire 
of round, grape, and cannister shot, from a number of 
pieces of heavy ordnance and flying artillery; and he 
was compelled to anchor about forty yards from one of 
their batteries; the Caledonia being got into a safe 
position, a fire was returned frol:I\ the guns of the Adams, 
as long as ammunition lasted. It being found impossi­
ble longer to withstand the. fire of the enemy, which 
would probably sink the vessel in a short time, he was 
compelled to cut the cable, and drift down the river, out 
of reach of the batteries, but remained still exposed to. 
the flying artillery; having thus dropped astern for 
about ten minutes, and being deserted by the pilot, he 
was brought up on the shore of Squaw IslaI).d. From,. 
this place he sent the prisoners on shore with much 
difficulty; and, having himself passed from the brig to. 
the shore, he soon discovered that about forty soldiers had· 
crossed in a boat, from the British side, and boarded the 
br~g; but they were soon compelled to abandon her, 
WIth the loss of nearly all their men. During the 
whole of the morning, both sides of the liver kep(up 
~lt.ernately a cont~nual fire on the brig, and so .much 
Injured her, that It was impossible to have 1loated her; 
she was of cnurse destroyed. . 

A patrole was stationed on the shore, to co-operate in 
case of emergency; it ~as commanded by Lieutenant­
Colonel Scott, o~ the artIllery, having under himl,\iajor 
Mullany, of the mfantry, as a volunteer; Major.Cityler, 
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:' .... id to General Hall j and J. Bankhead, Brigade Major 
to General Smyth's brigade. As Majors Mullany an!l 
Cuyler were riding close together, the former received 
an order from Colonel Scott to proceed to the Navy-Yard, 
to direct two boats to be manned, and sent to the assis­
tance of the captured vessels j he harl but just sprang 
ahead, in execution of this ordf'r, when a round shot 
from the enemy, which passed through the fore-sail of 
the Adams, struck, and instantly killed Maj(H Cuyler, 
and thus deprived the service of a brave and useful 
officer. 

Major Young, of the Troy Militia, commandant of a 
detachment stationed at French Mills, on St. Regis river, 
having received information that a party of the enemy 
had arrived at the village of St. Regis, and that more 
were shortly expected, formed a resolution to take them 
out before they were re-enforced. For this purpose he 
marched a detachment at 11 o'clock, on the night of tht; 
21st October, crossed the river at Gray's Mills, about 
three, and at five in the morning, arrived within half a 
mile of the village, unexpected by the enemy. Hen' 
the Major made such a judicious disposition of his men 
that the enemy were entirely surrounded, and after a 
few discharges, surrendered themselves prisoners, with 
the loss of five killed. The result of this affair was 
the capture of forty prisoners, with their arms, equip­
ments, &c. j one stand of colours, and two batteaux, 
without a man of our party being hurt. They got saf!' 
back to camp at 11 o'clock in the morning. The pri-­
soners were sent off to Plattsburgh. Major Young ha~ 
had the honour of taking the first standard from the 
enemy in the present war. 

The movements of the enemy, during these times, 
were not to them equally honourable or important. 

The village of Ogdensburgh, on the St. Lawrence, 
was bombarded on the 2d October, 1812, for three hours, 
from Prescott, opposite j between twenty and thirty 
twelve and nine pound shot were picked up in the gar~ 
dens and streets, but no damage was done. The firing 
was brought on by the attempt of a party of American-~ 
to take some Canadian boats, but they did not succeed, 



48 I1ISTORY OF THE LATE WAR. 

The garrison at Ogdensb~rgh .consisted of 500 men, 
under General Brown, from Jefferson county. ' 

The Sunday following, the British prepared 40 Doats, 
with from ten to sixteen armed men in each, and· six 
pieces of artillery, with which they advanced to ~torm 
the town. When arrived within a short distance, our 
troops opened a warm fire upon them, and the contest 
continued about two hours, when the British, having­
two of their boats so knocked to pieces as to oblige them 
to be abandoned,. and one taken, on board of which were 
six men, fled precipitately to Prescott. No damage was 
sustained on our side. " 

From the judicious arrangements made by Colonel 
Benedict, Captain Forsyth, Captain Griffin, Major Di­
mock, Adjutant Hotchkiss, Captain Hubbard, Captain 
Benedict, Captain M'Nit, and others of the troops under 
their command, as directed by General Brown, had the 
enemy attempted a landing, an immense slaughter must 
have ensued. No person could have been more atten­
tive than General Brown, through the whole action. 
Praise is also due to his field, staff, and commissioned 
officers. 

By this action the British were taught, that four hun­
dred Yankees will not decline a combat, when attacked 
by one thousand of their troops. Colonels Lethbridge 
and Breckenridge, led the British in person_ 

Although a patriotick support of the. war was the 
distinguishing feature of the publick sentiment, yet 

. there was a strange apathy too prevalent, which tended 
not a little to render its early stage unpropitious to the 
country. Something was necessary to awaken the un .. 
roused loyalty of the people. Victory might have that 
effect; perhaps defeat was a more powerful agent. The 
dereat anel surrender of General Hull, so ml.lch disap. 
pOlnte~ the ex~e~ta~ions excited by the General's Pro­
clamatIon? tha~ It IS Impossible to depict the first effect. 
The mortification of disappointment. added to the serio 
0\1s l~s~ or a fine army, threw a .te~orary gloom over 
the CItI.zen~. This soon gave way to resentment; and a 
~~termmat~on to wipe off the" foul stain." The,spirit 

the nation rose, and that of '76 seemed to return. 
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This sentiment, which pervaded a great pf()portion of 
the nation, was most powerful in the western country. 
All felt the necessity of immediate action ... Kentucky 
and Ohio may be sald to havc broken loo·e; an army 
was ready, as if by magick, prepared to aveilge the latc 
disgrace. A leader was wanting; all eyes lo?ked, with 
a common impulse, towards the hero of Tlppaeauoe; 
the united voice of the people called on tne Governour 
to dispense with all formalities; and WILLrAM HENRY 
HARRISON, was appointed a Major-Generd, with direc­
tio'!t~ to take command of the north-western army. This 
appointment was confirmed by the PfC3ident of the 
U oited States. 

The'exposed situation of the north-w'~stern frontier, 
after the surrender of Hull, required the utmost exer­
tions for its protection. It was not poss:iJle entirely t(, 
avert the impending danger. 

The Indians had already commenced their savage war" 
fare, by an attack on Fort Dearborn, Rnd the massacre 
of its garrison. Fort Dearborn, Chicago, was but 0. 

weak garrison, consisting of about fifty men; there 
were also in it, a fcw women and 'Children. A large 
body of Indians having menaced the fort, it was agreed 
in a council which was held with the faithless tribes, 
that the garrison should be spared on condition of sur~ 
rendering the place without resistance. They marched 
out on the 15th September; and, when about a mile 
from the fort, were fired upon and murdered, with the 
exception of about ten or twelve, who escaped. 

Fort Belview (Madison) on the Mississippi, was at­
tacked on the 4th September, by the Indians, with all 
the desperation that a want of real courage could inspire; 
the attack was renewed daily until the 8th, when the 
Indians, after suffering very severely, withdre.w, leaving 
the brave garrison safe. One soldier, who was out of 
the fort when the attack commenced, was massacred; 
no lives were lost in the fort, and only one man wound­
ed .. 

About 11 o'clock in th~ evening of the 4th Septem­
ber, Fort Harrison, in the Indiana Territory, was at~ 
tacked by a vast number of Indians. The garrisQn was 

5 
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weak, and the most of them, including its intrepid 
commander, Captain Z. Taylor, either sick or convale­
scent, The attack was con tinned, in a most furious 
manner, until about sun-rise· the following morniag, 
when the savages retired, driving away or shooting-,all 
the cattle they could find. 

Several expeditions were formed against the Indians, 
for the protection of jhe inhabitants, and keeping open 
the necessary communications. Colonel Russell, with 
a small detachment of the United States' rangers, pro~ 
ceeded to the head of the Peori Lake, where he de­
stroyed the celebrated Pimertain's town. General Hop~ 
kins, with about 1200 troops, left Fort Harrison on the 
11th December, and succeeded in destroying several 
villages along the Wabash; a party of sixty-two that 
left the camp in search of a man .who wat;! missing, fell 
in with a large force of horse and foot Indians; this 
party suffered a defeat, with a loss of sixteen; making, 
with the missing man, seventeen. General Tupper 
defeated a numerous body of British and In,dians, near 
the Rapids of the Miami; the difficulty of crossing the 
river, and want of provisions, obliged the expedition to 
return, having lost four killed, and one being wounded. ' 
Colonel Campbell, with 600 men, attacked one of the 
Massissinewa towns, on the 17th. and 18th December, 
and defeated the Indians, after a most desperate conflict; 
the American loss was eight killed, and twenty-three 
wounded; the Indian town was burned. Colonel John· 
B. Campbell, on the 17th November, attaeked the sava-' 
ges at a town on the Massissinewa~ which he burned, as 
well as three other towns farther down the river, killing 
several, and taking thirty-seven prisoners; on the morn­
ing of the lIth December, his camp was attacked by 
about 300 Indians, who were defeated, after an engage,.. 
ment of about three quarters of an hour. The loss of 
the Am,:ricans in these affairs, was nine killed,. and 
abo~t thuty-fiv:e or forty wounded; about forty of the 
IndIans were kIlled. The Indians also suffered a defeat 
from Colonel Williams, commanding the Tennessee· 
troops. . 

. These actions we 11 1 I h re we ca cu ated to inspire t e 
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Indians with a proper respect for the Americans; and, 
if followed up with continued success, would tend to 
estrange the savage enemy from his British ally; but a 
sad reverse soon occurred. 

A detachment, under the command of General Win­
chester, being attacked on the 22d January, 1813, at 
Frenchtown, on the river Raisin, by a greatly superiour 
force of Indians and British, aided by several pieces of 
artillery, suffered a defeat. The Amerkans lost no hon­
our on this occasion; they defended themselves, and 
fought with desperation, even beyond the time when 
prudence and honour would have sanctioned a surrender. 
General Winchester, being himself a prisoner, agreed 
to a surrender of the troops under his command, on COll­

dition that they should be protected against the savages, 
and allowed to retain their private property and side 
arms. Thirty-five officers, and 490 non-commissioned 
officers and privates, were made prisoners; the number 
of killed was considerable. 

The prisoners who were in health, were marched to 
Malden; the wounded were, contrary to the terms of 
capitulation, left at the mercy of the Indians. On the 
morning of the 23d, such of the wounded as were una· 
ble to travel, were tomahawked and scalped. 

The following is a copy of the report of a Committee 
,~\f Congress, on this subject; 

"The massacre of the 23d January, after the capitu. 
;ation, was perpetrated without any exertion on their 
part to prevent it; indeed, it is apparent, from all the 
circumstances, that if the British officers did not con­
nive at their destruction, they were criminally indiffe­
rent about the fate of the wounded prisoners. But what 
marks more strongly the degradation of the character of 
the British soldiers, is the refusal of the last offices of 
humanity to the bodies of the dead. The bodies of Ol~r 
countrymen were exposed to every indignity, and be­
came food for brutes, in the sight of men who affect a 
sacred regard to the dictates of honour and religion. 
Low indeed is the character of that army, which is re­
duced to the confession, that their savage auxiliaries will 
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not permit them to perfoFDl the rights of sepulture to the 
slain. The Committee have not been able to discovel ' 
even the expression of detestation, which such conduct 
must inspire, from the military or ci~il authority on the 
Canadian frontier, unless such detestation is to be pre­
sumed from the choice of an Indian trophy, as ~n orna­
ment for the Legislative Hall of Upper Canada." 

At a meeting of the officers who survived the battle 
of Frenchtown, held at Erie, Penn,sylvania, the 20th 
February, 1813, the following statement and'resolutions 
were agreed to : 

" Whereas it is deemed necessary that our fellow citi­
zens should be informed of the late perfidious and brutal 
acts of the British Government, performed by their 
officers, a, the battle of Frenchtown. . 

"Resolv'(Jd, That the following statement of the conduct 
of the British officers, be published to our countrymen: 

" That when General Winchester was taken prisoner, 
on the 22d January, 1813, and brought before Colonel 
Proctor,* the British commander, he directed the com­
manding officer of the Americans, Major Madison, to 
surrender. Major.Madison refused so to do, unless 
those who surrendered should be free from savage mas­
sacre; this was agreed to i and the British officers 
pledged themselves to have a sufficient force with the 
wounded, to protect them; and that they should be 
conveyed to Malden the next morning. They likewise 
promised to return to the officers their arms at Malden. 

" Captain N. G. F. Hart, inspectm tothe north-western 
army, being among the wounded, it was proposed by' 
his friends, that they s)J.ould carry him with them; this 
they were p~evcnted from doing, by Captain Elliot, a 
native Amencan who had taken a commission in the', 
British army, and an old acquaintance of Captain Ha~t's~' 
who prom~sed Captain II. his special protection ito 

, . 
" This same Proctor mi' ; 

refused even the pe ,', ore fort If the name of a beast than a ~oldler, 
lIad their hearts tor~mISSI~n °h b~ry~ng the (ead,. and n!lmbers of tlIem 
youred by the hogs, out y t e Ind.ans"and theIr bothes a!lfUally ~-
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~(lUvey him in his own sleigh to Malden that evenin.g, 
and informing him that he shoulU be welcome to remam 
at his house there, until he should recover. 

" These were the promises of the British. Let our 
countrymen and the world see how they werefu~fi.lled. 

" At the break of day next morning, the savages were 
suffered to commit every depredation upon our wound­
ed, which they pleased. An indiscriminate slaughter 
took place of all who were unable t(; walk; many were 
tomahawked, and many were burned a!;iJ€ in the houses. 
Among the unfortunate thus murdered, it is with regret 
and sorrow we have to name Captains Hart and Hick­
man. 

"The arms of the officers, as promised, were never re­
turned. Every species of private property remaining 
in the tents, belonging to both officers and soldiers, were 
plundered by the savages. 

"Resolved, That in consideration of the high respect 
we hold to the memories of both officers and soldiers, 
who were thus cruelly murdered, by permission of the 
British commander, Proctor, and his subalterns, and 
those who gloriously fell in the field, defending the only 
free government on earth, that each of us wear black 
crape on our hats, and left arm, for the space of ninety 
days. 

"Resolved, That a similar procedure, testifying their 
respect for those who were murdered and fell on that 
day, be recommended to our brother officers and soldiers, 
who survived it. 

"SAMUEL WILLIAMS, President. 
" JOHN BECKLEY, Secretary." 

General Harrison was at Fort Meigs the 20th April, 
1813, .and gave directions to prepare to defend the place 
against an attack, which he apprehended, from the 
movements of the enemy. Fortifications were aecor­
dingly carried on with great diligence', and every means 
used to animate the men to defend the post. Ou the 
26th and 27th, the reconnoitering parties of t1;e enemy 
app~ared Oil the opposite shore, .but soot?- retired.. The 
Illdlans were sent across the nver dunng the ulght of 

5~' 
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the 28th, _and were placed so as to surround the garnsolr. 
The siege commenced in form, on the 29th; and firing, 
was kept up during this and the following day,by.'the 
enemy, whose ,works were considerably -impeded;and 
injured by the firing froni the fort. By the first of 
May, the works of the fort were so far completed,~s 
to enable the besieged to give the enemy a very ~arm 

,reception, silencing one of their guns several tImes. 
During the 2d and 3d, the fire on both sides continued 
very brisk. . ' 

On the 4th, General Clay reached Fort Winchester, 
with upwards or 100 men, for the 'relief of the Ameri­
can garrison. On the 5th, a part of General Clay's 
men arrived,amf instructions were sent to him by Gen­
eral Harrison,'directin'g him how to act, in his advance 
towards the fort, ' 

Great zeal, and undaunted courage, lire true charac­
teristicks of the American soldiers; to these qualities, 
the Kentuckian adds a wonderful' contempt of danger; 
On this occasion, the enemy received much benefit 
from that cool caution which enabled him to draw the 
un calculating soldier into defiles, and withiii the reach 
of his ambuscade. Colonel Dudley, who was charged 
with despatches for General Clay, received the com­
mand of a detachment of Clay's men, landed on the' 
opposite side of the river, with a view to attack the ene­
my's batteries; he behaved with great courage, but 
pursued the enemy until he was drawn into an ambush, 
where the greater number of his men were destroyed' 
by numbers vastly superiour; many of those who sur­
rendered, were afterwards tomahawked and scalped 11y 
the savage.s. Colonel Dudley wa.s among the killed. 
General Clay, who continued in command of the remain. 
d~r of his detachment, having landed near the fort; per­
mItted the men to pursue the enemy iuto the woods, and 
was saved from a fate similar to that of the heroick <t1ld 
unfortunate ~~dley, by the' prudence and foresight i)f 
General Har':lson, who sentolit a 'party to support C1ay, 
and defend h~s ret~eat. The Indlans took advantage 'of' 
the.ppporturuty tJtis afforded them, to attack the boats, 
whi'eh General Clay left unguarded; the sick' liien in 
the boats were butchered, and the baggage carried off. 
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The bravery of the American troops during these con­
flicts, was remarkably brilliant. Frequent charges were 
made, under direction of Colonel Miller, Major Alex­
ander, Captains Croghan, Neving, Bendford, and Long­
ham. Every battery on the American side of the river 
was successfully carried. 

The enemy, after this, thought only cf retreating, 
which he effected in great hurry on the 9th. An ex­
change of prisoners was previously effected. 

The American loss, during thirteen days the enemy 
were before the fort, amounted to 81 killed, and 180 
wounded, exclusive of the loss of Dudley'S detachment, 
which exceeded 200 in killed and missing. 

The enemy's loss must have been much greater, as his 
number of men far exceeded that of the Americans. 
The enemy was frequently defeated by detachments not 
more than a third of his number. 

Colonel Miller, with 350 men, made a sallie, in which 
he defeated the enemy, consisting of 200 regulars, 150 
militia, and 500 Indians. Captain Sebre's company of 
Kentucky militia, maintained its ground against four 
times its number, until rescued from unavoidable de­
struction, by the bravery of Lieutenant Gwynne, of the 
19th regiment, and a part of Captain Elliot's company. 

From the best account, the besiegers consisted of 560 
regulars,800 militia, and more than 2000 Indians. 



JlATT:LE OF LITTLE YORK, UPPER CANADA. 

THE troops at Sa~kett's Harbour were embarked on 
board of Commodore Chauncey's fleet, which; accordi~g" 
to morning returns of the 22d April, amounted to 1781Ji 
fit for ,duty, including officers. " But.owing to a head 
wind, did not leave the Harbour untIl the 24th. On 
the morning of the 27th the fleet arrived'off York, and 
at 8 o'clock commenced landing the 'troops about three 
miles west of the town, and one and a quarter from the 
enemy's batteries. , ' 

It was the intention of General Dearborn to have land­
ed at a clear field, (the site of the old French fortTa­
rento) but was prevented by the unfavourable state of the 
wind. They were, therefore, obliged to land in a wood 
which was filled with 800 of the' enemy; and consisted 
of regulars, militia, and Indians, under the immediate ' 
command of General Sheaffe. Our riflemen, under Ma­
jor Forsyth, first landed, under a heavy fire from Indians 
and other troops. He was ~upported as promptly as possi­
ble with other troops j but the contest was sharp and se': 
vere for nearly half an hour. We give the principalin­
cidents of that day, in the words of the commanding gen~ 
era!' ' 

" The enemy was repulsed br a far less number than ,', 
their own, and as soon as General Pike landed with 7 or ' 
800 men, and the remainder of the troops were pushing 
for the shore, the enemy retreated to their works ; and''). 
as soon as the whole of the troops had landed and form-­
cd on the clear ground intended for the first landing,_ 
they advanced through a thick wood to the open ground 
near the enemy's wo.rks, and after carrying one battery,:' 
by assault,.were movmg on in columns towards the main:' 
~orks; when the head of the column was within about' 
SIXty rods of the enemy, a tremendous explosion occurred 
f~om a large ma~azine prepared for the purpose, which 
dlscharged such Immense quantitiell of stone as 'to pto-
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duce a most unfortunate effect on ou\' troops. I have nol 
yet been able to collect the returns of our killed and 
wounded, but our loss by the explosion must, I fear, ex" 
ceed one hundred; and among them I have to lamenl 
the loss of the brave and excellent officer, Brigadier Gen­
eral Pike, who received such a contusion from a large 
stone as terminated his valuable life within a few hours. 
His loss will be severely felt. Previous to the explo­
"ion the enemy had retired into the town, excepting a 
party ofregular troops, which did not retire early enough 
to avoid the shock; it is said that upwards of forty of 
them were destroyed.' General Sheaffe moved off with 
the regular troops and left directions with the command­
ing officer of the militia to make the best terms be could. 
In the mean time, all farther resistance on the part of the 
enemy ceased, and the outlines of a capitulation were 
agreed on. As soon as I was informed of General Pike's 
being wounded, I went on shore. I had been induced 
to confide the immediate command of the troops in ac­
tion to General Pike, from a conviction that he fully ex· 
pected it, and would be much mortified at being deprived 
of the honour, which he highly appreciated. Every move­
ment was under my view. Om- troops behaved with 
great firmness, and deserve much applause; especially 
those who were first engaged, under circumstances that 
would have tried the firmness of veterans. Our loss in 
the action in the morning and in carrying the first battery, 
was not great, probably about fifty killed and wounded. 
Among them were a full proportion of officers; and 
although the enemy had a decided advantage in point 01 
numbers and position at the commencement, their IOSH 

was greater than ours, particularly in officers. 
" It was with the greatest exertion that the small vessels 

of the fleet could w£lrk into the harbour against a gale of 
wind directly ahead; but as soon as they got in contact 
with the batteries, utremendous cannonade commenced 
from twenty-four and thirty-two poun.ders, and was kept 
up without intermission under a heavy fire from two 
batteries untn the enemy's batteries were carried or 
blown up in the explosion, which undoubtedly had a 
powerful effect on tht! enemy. I am under the great" 
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est obligation to Commodore Chauncey for his able and 
indefatigable exertions in every possible . ~anner th~t 
could give facility and effect to the expedItion. He 18 

equally estimable for deliberate sound judgement, bra­
very and industry. The government could not have 
made a more fortunate selection for the important trust 
he holds. Unfortunately, the enemy's armed ship the 
"Prince Regent," left this place for Kingston four days 
before we arrived. A large ship on the stocks, and 
nearly planked up, with a large store of naval stores, 
were set on fire by the enemy soon after the explosion 
of the magazine. Tllere are no vessels fit for use in the 
harbour. A considerable. quantity of military stores and 
provisions remained. We shall not possess the means 
of transporting the prisoners from this place, and must 
of course leave them on parole. I hope we shall so far 
complete the necessary measures at this place in the 
course of the day, as to be able to sail to-morrow for Niag­
ara; by which route I send this by a small vessel, with 
notice to General Lewis of our approach. 

I am, sir,your obedient servant, 
"H. DEARBORN. 

"Hon. JOHN ARMSTRONG, Secretary of War." 
In a subsequent letter to the Secretary of War, Gene­

ral Dearborn says: " You will observe that our loss was 
very small excepting that produced by the explosion. 
As nearly as I have been able to ascertain, the loss of the 
enemy amlJ!\lnted from ninety to one hundred killed, two 
hundred w9.1lnded, and upwards of th,ree hundred pri­
soners. I ~ve not been able to ascertain precisely the 
number of ilie militia put upon their parole. I presume 
that it could hot be less than five hundred. There was 
an im~e~se depot of naval and ,military stores. York was 
the prmclpal depot for Niagara and Detroit· and not. 
withstanding the immense amount which was'destroye4_ 
by them, we found more than we could bring off. Gen~ 
eral Sheaffe's baggage and papers fell into my· hands. 
r:t;hese papers are a valuable acquisition: I have not had 
time for a full examination of them. A scalp* was found 

* The fact that a human S 1 1 
S)'eak.er's chair in th ca p was actual y found suspended over the 

e g()vernmellt house, is fully corrobOrated by the sub, 
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in the executive and legislative chamber, suspended near 
the Speaker's chair, in company with the mace and other 
emblems of royalty. I intend sending it to you with :) 
correct account of the facts relative to the place and situ· 
ation in which it was found. 

" With great respect, &c. 
" H. DEARBORN." 

Great praise is due to General Dearborn for the se~ 
crecy and military management with which he conduct.· 
ed the enterprise. The enemy had been induced to be­
lieve that Kingston was the point of attack; every strata· 
gem was resorted to, in order to create this impression. 

The explosion which proved fatal to the brave Gene­
ral Pike was tremendous; such was the shock that jl 

deafened and amazed everyone within reach of the de­
vastating shower of stones which instantly succeeded it, 
Nevertheless, after he had received his mortal wound, 
lie encouraged his men to push on. They gave thrc'C 
cheers, and advanced to the charge, overcame all before 
them at the point of the bayonet. General Pike \ya, 
remo~~edfrom the battle and conveyed on board tbe Madi­
son, where the British colours were sent to him; they wen: 
folded up and placed under his head, upon which he said 
-" I die contented:" he then laid his hand on his brea~t 
and immediately expired. 

joined letter of Commodore Chauncey to the Secretary of 'he Navy. The 
scalp was stretched on a hoop of six inches diameter and deeply pointed; 
and from the length and lineness of the hair. was presumed to have been 
taken from the head of a woman. 

United Stales' Ship :frIadison. 
SackeU's Harbo1!r. 4th June, 1813. 

SlR-I have the honour to present you. by the hands of Lieu tenant 
Dudley, the British standard taken at York on the Z7th of April last, ac. 
companied by ,he mace, over which was hung a human scalp. 

These article, were taken from tl'e Parliament House by one of my 
officers, and presenter! to me. The scalp I caused to te presented to 
General Dearborn; who, I believe, still has it in his possession. r also 
send, by the san;e gentleman, one of the British /lags taken at Fort 
George on the 27th of May. 

I have the honour to be, very respectfully sir, your most obedient 
servant, 

ISAAC CHAUNCEY. 
Honourable William Jones, 

Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 



GO HISToRY of THE LATE WAR. 

An unusual number of officers, for the force engaged, 
were killed and wounded Fourteen American Lieuten­
ants were killed or wounded. Captain Stephen Moore, 
who led the Baltimore volunteers, lost a leg. Lieuten­
ant Baptiste IrVine * received a bayonet in the shoulder1 

when in the act of stepping out of a boat the moment it 
touched the shore. -

In the harbour was found the British armed schooner 
DUKe of Gloucester, of fourteen guns, in ordinary; which 
was taken to Sackett's Harbour and repaired. - ' 

After the death of Gener1l1 Pike, the command (on 
shore) devolved on Colonel Pierce. 

The following order was issued by General Pike 
the mornilig our troops sailed from Sackett's Harbour. 

B1UGADE ORDER. 
Sackett's Harbour, April 25, 1813. 

When the debarkation shall take place on the enemy's 
"hore, Mojor Forsyth's light troops formed in fOUl; pla­
toons, shall be first landed. They will advance a small 
distance from the shore, and form the chain to cover the 
landing of the troops._ They will not fire, unless they 
discover the approach of a body of the enemy; but wiII' 
make prisoners of all persons who may be passing, and 
send them to the general. They will be followed by the 
regimental platoons of the first brigade, with two piece; , 
of Brooks' artillery; one on the right and one on the left 
flank, covered by their musketry, and the small detach­
ments of riflemen ofthe 15th and 16th infantry. Tfhen 
will be landed the three platoons of the reserve of the 
fir.st brigttde, under Major Swan. Then Major Eustis, 
WIth his train of artillery, covered by his own musket­
ry. Then Colonel M'Clure"s volunteers infour platoons 
followed by the 21st regiment, -in six ~la.toons. Whe~ 
the troops sh~l~ mo~e in column, either to meetthe enemy 
or take a pOsItlOn, It will be in the following order viz: 
1 st Forsyth' if! " , , s r emen, ~ith proper ft:ont' and flank 

" Formerly conducto "f th B . _. . 
!he editors of the New~ York· allIm!lre 'Yh.g,. and s!,bsequen.t1y one of 
In sentiment an l! m . Columb1lj:n. He ,. bybnlh an IrJllllman--­

• eIlcan, and a polititaiwritBI oCtile first order.' 
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~uards ; the regiments of the first brigade, with their 
pieces; then three platoons of reserve; Major Eustis' 
train of artillery; volunteer corps; 21st regiment: each 
('orps sending out proper flank guards. 'When the enemy 
shall be discovered in front, the riflemen will form the 
chain, and maintain their ground, until they have the 
signal (the preparative) or receive orders to retire; at 
which they will retreat with the greatest velocity, and 
form equally on the two flanks ofthe regiments of the firs1 
brigade, and then renew their fire. The three reserve 
platoons of this line will form under the orders of Major 
Swan, one hundred yards in the rear ofthe colours, ready 
to support any part which may show an unsteady counte­
nance. Major Eustis and his train will form in the rear 
of this reserve, ready to act where circumstances may 
dictate. 

The second line will be composed of the 21st infantry 
in six platoons, flanked by Colonel M'Clure's volunteers; 
equally divided as light troops. The whole under thr 
orders of Colonel Ripley. 

It is expected that every corps will be mindful of the 
honour of the American arms, and the disgraces which 
have recently tarnished our arms; and endeavour, by;, 
cool and determined discharge of their duty, to support 
the one, and wipe off the other. The riflemen in front 
will maintain their ground at all hazards, until ordered 
to retire, as wiII every corps of the army. 'With an 
assurance of being duly supported, should the com­
manding General find it prudent to withdraw the front 
line, he will give orders to retire by t},e heads of platoons, 
covered by the riflemen; and the second line will ad­
vance by the heads of platoons, pass the intervals, and 
form the line; call in the light troops, and renew the 
action. But the General may find it proper to bring up 
the second line on one or both flanks, to charge in co­
lumns, or perform a variety ofmanamvres which it would 
be impossible to foresee. But as a general rule, what­
ever may be the directions of line at the commencement 
of the action, the corp~ will furm as before directed. 
If they advance in line, it may be in parallel eschelons 

6 
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of platoon's, or otherwise, as the ,ground or circumstances 
may dictate. _ _ , " 

No man will load until ordered,' except the lIght 
troop!! in front, until 'o/ithin asm!).ll distance,of the ene­
my, and then charge bayonets, and thus letting the ene­
my see that we can meet them with their own weapons. 
Any man firing, or quitting his post without orders, 
must be put to instant death', as an example may be ne­
cessary. Platoon officers will pay the greatest attention 
to the coolness and aim of their men in the fire; their 
regularity and dressing in the charge. The field 
officers will watch over the conduct of the whole, 
Courage and bravery in the field, do not more distinguish 
the soldier than humanity after victory; and whatever 
examples the savage allies of our enemies may have 
given us, the General confidently hopes, that t4e blood 
of an unresisting or yielding enemy will never stain the 
weapons of the soldiers of his column. 

The unoffending citizens of Canada are many of them 
our own countrymen, and the poor Canadians have been 
forced into the war. Their property, therefore, must be 
held sacred; and any soldier who shall so far neglect 
the honour of his profession as to be guilty of plunder-' 
ing the inhabitants, shall, if convicted, be punished with, 
death. But the commanding General assures the troops" 
that should they capture a large quantity of publick , 
stores, he will use his best endeavours to procure them 
a reward from his Government. 

This order shall be read at the head of each corps 
and every field officer shall carry a copy, in order _ that 
he ~ay at a~y moment~fer to it, and give explanationsr 
to hIS subordmates. j; , 

All those found in -arms in the enemy's country" shall 
be tre,ated as e~~m~es; but t~ose ~ho are pea~eably 
followmg the purSUIts of then vanous vocations as 
friends, an!l their property respected. " 

By order of the Brigadier General, 
Z.M.PlKE. 

After the capture of York, General D~arborn: disem­
barked the army at Niagara, to afford the troops an op-
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portunity for recovering their health and spirits, which 
had become much depressed by the crowded and con­
fined situation in which they had been placed on board 
the fleet. 

The army remained inactive twenty-five days. Gen­
eral Dearborn was seriously indisposed. In the mean­
while preparations were in readiness for making a blow, 
and considerable re-enforcements had arrived. 



BATTLE OF FORT GEORGE. 

ON the 27th of May, at one o'clock in the morning, 
the whole army embarked on Lake Ontario, three miles 
east from Fort Niagara.- It was arranged in six divi­
sions of boats; the first contained the advanced guard 
under Colonel Scott; this was followed by Colonel 
Porter with the field train, the brigades of Boyd, Win­
der, and Chandler, and a reserve under Colonel Ma­
comb. 

Commodore Chauncey favoured' the descent by the 
fire of his small schooners. Captain Perry volunteered 
his services to-conduct the divisions. 

"At nine in the morning, Colonel Scott effected his 
landing in good order, under a heavy discharge of mus­
ketry and artillery, about a mile and a quarter from the 
village of Newark, and the same distance west of the 
mouth of the Niagara. He formed his line on the beach 
of the lake, covered by a bank twelve or fifteen feet in 
height, which served as a parapet against the enemy's 
fire. This bank was to be scaled, against the enemy, 
who had now drawn up his whole force, 1500 strong, 
immediately on its brow. They were soon driven from 
their ground by the fire of the schooners and a brisk and 
vigorous charge; but rallied, and took a second position 
behind a ravine, at a little distance. An action of about 
twenty minutes ensued; it was short and desperate, and 
ended in the total rout of the enemy at every point. 
Scott's ~nd ~orsy~h's comman.ds, supported by Boyd's* 
and W mder s bngades, sustamed the brunt of the ac~ 
tion·"t - . 

"Our batteries succeeded in rendering Fo~t George 

gu:!~rr!~~ ~ep~~~to~·~' mbin.uteds, Gen~r~l Boy~ landed in the advance 
'. . IS nga e participated m the action. 

tThlS sentence is from the official letter of General Lewis. 
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lntenible; and when the enemy had been beaten from 
his position, and found it necessary to re-enter it, after 
iiring a few guns, and setting fire to the magazine,' 
which soon exploded, moved off rapidly by different 
routes. Our light troops pursued them several miles. 
The troops having been under arms from one o'clock in 
the morning, were too much exhausted for any farther 
pursuit. The behaviour of our troops, both officers and. 
men, entitles them to the highest praise; and the dif~ 
ference in our loss with that of the enemy, when we 
consider the advantages his positions afforded him, is 
astonishing. We had seventeen killed, and forty-five 
wounded. The enemy had ninety killed, and one hun~ 
dred and sixty wounderl, of the regular troops. We 
have taken one hundred prisonerb, "xclusive of the 
wounded. Colonel Meyers of the 49th, was wounded 
and taken prisoner. Of ours, only one commissioned 
·;)fficer was killed, Lieutenant Hobart, of the light artil~ 
lery·"t 

Another, and subsequent statement, makes the total 
British loss I 07 killed, and 264 prisoners; 175 of whom 
were wounded. 

So precipitate was the flight, that they abandoned all 
the cannon and stores in the fort, and left the field of 
battle covered with arms. The enemy were closely 
pressed at a distance of five miles up the river, until 
Scott and Miller were recalled from the pursuit by order 
of General Lewis. 

General Dearborn speaks of the conduct of the offi­
·:efS and men, in terms of the warmest approbation. 
"The animating example set by Colonel Scott· and 
General Boyd, deserves particular mention. I am 
greatly indebted to Colonel Porter, of the light artiI1ery; 

"Butane of the maga!ine~ blew up. A~ the moment of thlHlxplo. 
·,ioo, the advance under Colonel Scott, was within eig~t.v pace~ of the 
fort. Tbe front gate was instantly forced by aUf men. $cou was the 
fust to enter, and \Dok .with his own bands, the British flag, yet waving 
over the works. At the same time Captains Hindman and Stockton 
,natched away the matche"~ which bad been applied hy the retreating 
.~arrison to the other magazines. . 

+ Se'l General Dearbom's official dilspateh, 
6· 
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to Major Armistead of the 3~ regiment of artillery,. an~ 
Lieutenant Totten-of the e~gIneer troops, for theIr JUdl~ 
cious and skilful execution in ,demolishing the enemy's 
batteries." Captain Roachand Lieutenant Swearingen, 
both of the 23d; Captain Arrowsmith of the 6th; 
Major King of the 15th; and Captain Steel of the 16th, 
were the only officers wounded. 

Commodore Chauncey contrib-u~d, by the judicioUs 
disposition of his schooners" his full ,sh~re to the succ~ss 
of the attack. Mr. 'Trant, III the Juha, and Mr. MIX,_­

in the Growler-, were directed to take a position in the­
mouth of the river, and silence a battery near the light 
house, which, from its -position, commande<;l the shore 
where our troops werp to laIll:l~ Mr. Stevens, in the 
Ontario, took a position north of the light house, enfilad­
ed the battery, and crossed the fire of the Julia and 
Gr()wler. Lieutenant Brown, in the Governour Tomp­
kins, was ordered to take a station near the Two Mile 
Creek, whpre the enemy had a battery with a heavy 
gun. Lieutenant Pettigrew, in the Conquest, took a 
position so as to rake the same battery. Lieutenant 
M'Pherson, in the Hamilton; Lieutenant Smith, in the 
Asp; and Mr. Osgood, in the Scourge, covered the 
landing of the troops. All the vessels anchored within­
musket shot of the shore; and in ten minutes after they 
opened upon the batteries, they were completely silenced. 
and abandoned. Captain Perry was present at every 
point where he could be useful, _ exposed to showers of 
musketry.* Commodore Chauncey had himself pre­
pared about 400 seamen, with whom he calculated to 
land, if the enemy had made a stand. 

In the brigade order, of the 28th May, applause is 
be~owed -on Colonel MIller for "the steadiness with 
WhlC~ he s~pported the advance party;" on Major King 
wh? continued to lead his regiment through the se­
venty of th,e. co~test long after baving received a pain­
ful and deblhtatmg wound·" and on the" I'ntre 'd ' _ 
dtfCt ' G ' ,pIcon 

uc 0 ap am rafton and Lieutenant Whiting." 

.. See Commodore C~aUflCel"S officilU report, May 28, IS1S; 
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The Irish volunteers under Colonel lVI'Clure from 
New-York, and the 16th regiment under Colonel 
Pierce, are honourably mentioned. 

The battle of Fort George may be justly ranked 
among the most brilliant feats of arms during the· war. 
The modesty, or indifference to popular applause, of 
General Dearborn, prevented him from speaking with 
sufficient eclat of this. masterly achievement. The 
trophies of the victory were splendid; more than forty 
pieces of cannon, besides small arms, ammunition, and 
provisions to an immense amount. 

The morning after the action, General Lewis' divi­
sion consisting of Chandler and Winder's brigades, the 
light artillery, dragoons, light infantry, and riflemen, 
were ordered to march in pursuit of the enemy, by way 
of Queenstown. The Commander-in-Chief had en­
tertained a belief that the enemy, after receiving re­
enforcements from Chippeway, Erie, and Kingston, and 
calling in the neighbouring militia, would make a stand 
at the Beaver Dam, where they had a considerable de­
posite of provisions, but he was disappointed. The 
enemy suddenly decamped, and continued his retreat on 
to Burlington heights. General Dearborn upon hearing 
of this movement, recalled General Lewis with a part of 
his force, for the purpose of attempting to cut off th, 
enemy's retreat at York, by the aid of Commodore 
Chauncey's fleet. Unfavourable winds prevented the 
execution of this measure. Generals Chandler and 
·Winder continued in pursuit of the enemy, who halted 
about fifty miles from Fort George. 

On the 29th, Lieutenant·Colonel Preston, with about 
600 men crossed from Buffalo and took possession of 
Fort Erie and its dependencies. The enemy spiked tb, 
!l;uns of the Fort and batteries, ble,v up the magazinf''' 
aud retreated at his approach . 

.... 



ATTACK ON SACKETT'S HARBOUR. 

ON the 29th of May,Sackett's"Harbour, garrison,ed. 
by 495 regular troops (by morning returns) prillcipall~~ 
dragoons, under Lieutenant-Colonel Backus; the regl,,:_ 
ment of Albany ,:"oluntee,r!! un~~ Lieutenant-Colonel 
Mills' and the neIghbOUrIng mIlItia, the whole under 
the o~ders of Brigadier General J,acob Brown, was 
attacked by 1000 regulars and 300 Indians under the 
immediate command of Sir George Prevost. 

_ Fortunately, General Brown was apprized of the inu 
tentions of the enemy on the _2Stll, and had made suita­
ble preparations to receive them. Anticipating the point 
of descent, General Brown placed the militia and Mba­
ny volunteers, amounting. to 500 men, near the water's 
edge on the peninsula usually called Horse Island. 
" Lieutenant-Colonel Backus, with the regulars, formed 
the second line; the care of Fort Tompkins was com­
mitted to the regular artillerists; and that of the Navy 
Point, to Lieutenant Chauncey." In case the militja 
and volunteers were driven from their position, Lieuten­
ant-Colonel Backus was ordered to advance and meet. 
the head of the enemy's column, while General Brown 
was to rally and fall on its flanks. If unable then to 
resist the enemy's attack, our troops were to throw tll~m~ 
selves into the forts and defend themselves to the last 
extremity, in which case Lieute-nant Chauncey was to 
destroy the stores and retire. _ 

Such, i~ short, was the -plim of def~nce. A little 
before sun~Ise the enemy were. seen in thirty-eight l~ge 
boats makmg for the shore under cover of their gun 
boats. General Brown gave orders for his men to re­
serye the fire until the near approach o( the e-nemy 
should enable every sllot to bit its object. The fire was 
too soon, but not ,without effect. Yet the aspect of 
danger was too ternble for militia, unaccustomllP to the 
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musick of balls, to withstand. They fled without giv~ 
ing a second fire. General Brown and Lieutenant­
Colonel Mills Illade every possible exertion to rally their 
men, but in vain. The intrepid Mills received at the 
same instant a canister and musket ball through his 
body, and fell dead on the first line of defence. Lieu­
tenant-Colonel Backus, with the regular troops, accor­
ding to previous arrangement, met the advancing co­
lumn, and with greatly inferiouJ' numbers, caused it to 
fauIter; and finally, with the aid of about 100 militia 
and volunteers, who rallied under General Brown and 
Captain M'Nitt, succeeded in checking its progress and 
defeating its intentions. The enemy repulsed, retreated 
under the fire of his ships. After having re-err::barked, 
they sent a flag to General Brown, requesting attention 
to the wounded. 

The total loss of the Americans in killed, wounded, 
and missing, was 158. Lieutenant-Colonel Backus, to 
whose undaunted bravery General Brown chiefly as­
cribes the success of the day, was mortally wounded 
near the close of the action. 

The British loss in killed and wounded remaining on 
the ground, exceeded ours; besides, many were killed 
and wounded in their boats by the militia and volunteers, 
while effecting a landing; a number were also carried 
off the field by the enemy, previous to his retreat. 
Among the British officers killed, was Adjutant General 
Gray, Colonel Moody, and Major Edwards. 

Lieutenant Chauncey being falsely told that the 
battle was lost, unfort1!nately set fire to the navy barracks 
and stores, by whicWmeans a heavy publick loss was 
unnecessarily sustained. General Brown's official re­
port of this affair pays a becoming homage to the noble 
conduct of Colonels Mills and Backus, Major Swan and 
Captain M'Nitt. 

The chief object of the enemy seems to have been 
the destruction of the Pike, then on the stocks, and the 
stores in depot; in which he failed, at the same time 
sustaining a disgraceful discomfiture. 

On the 5th of June, Commodore Chauncey sailed 
from Fort Niagara for Sackett's Harbour, having on 
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ON the 29th ofMa:y,Sackett'~( Harbour, garrisoned 
by 495 regular troops (by morning returns) principally 
dragoons, under Lieutenant-Colonel Backus; the regi­
ment of Albany volunteers under Lieutenant-Colouel 
Mills; and the neighbolJring inilitia, the whole under 
the orders of . Brigadier General J.acob Brown, was 
attacked by 1000 regulars and 300 Indians under the 
immediate command of Sir George Prevost. 

Fortunately, General Brown was apprizec;l ()f the in~ 
tentions of the enemy on the .28tll, and had made suita­
ble preparations to receive them. Anticipating the point 
of descent, General Brown placed the militia and Alba­
ny volunteers, amounting to 500 men, near the water's 
edge on the peninsula usually called Horse Island. 
" Lieutenant-Colonel Backus, with the regulars, formed 
the second line; the care of Fort Tompkins was com­
mitted to the regular artillerists; and that of the Navy 
Point, to Lieutenant Chauncey." In case the militia 
and volunteers were driven from their position, Lieuten­
ant-Colonel Backus was ordered to advance and meet, 
the head of the enemy's column, while General Brown 
was to rally and fall on its flanks. If unable then to 
resist the enemy's attack, our troops were to throw them­
selves into the forts and defend themselves to the last 
-extremity, in which case Lieutenant Chauncey was to 
destroy the stores and retire. . . 

Such, i~ short, was the -plan of defence. A litt~~ 
before sun~lse the enemy were seen in thirty-eight l!P'ge 
boats makmg for the shore under cover of their gun 
boats. General Brown gave orders for his men to re­
serve the fire until the near approach of the enemy 
should enable every s~ot to hit its object. The fire was 
too soon, but not ,Without effect. Yet the aspect of. 
danger was too ternble for militia, unaccustome,d to the 
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musick of balls, to withstand. They fled without giv~ 
ing a second fire. General Brown and Lieutenant­
Colonel Mills made every possible exertion to rally their 
men, but in vain. The intrepid Mills received at the 
same instant a canister and musket ball through his 
body, and fell dead on the first line of defence. Lieu­
tenant-Colonel Backus, with the regular troops, accor­
ding to previous arrangement, met the advancing co­
lumn, and with greatly inferiour numbers, caused it to 
faulter; and finally, with the aid of about 100 militia 
and volunteers, who rallied under General Brown and 
Captain M'Nitt, succeeded in checking its progress and 
defeating its intentions. The enemy repulsed, retreated 
under the fire of his ships. After having re-embarked, 
they sent a flag to General Brown, requesting attention 
to the wounded. 

The total loss of the Americans in killed, wounded, 
and missing, was 158. Lieutenant-Colonel Backus, to 
whose undaunted bravery General Brown chiefly as­
cribes the success of the day, was mortally wounded 
near the close of the action. 

The British loss in killed and wounded remaining on 
the ground, exceeded ours; besides, many were killed 
and wounded in their boats by the militia and volunteers, 
while effecting a landing; a number were also carried 
off the field by the enemy, previous to his retreat. 
Among the British officers killed, was Adjutant General 
Gray, Colonel Moody, and Major Edwards. 

Lieutenant Chauncey being falsely told that the 
battle was lost, unfortunately set fire to the navy barracks 
and stores, by whiciYmeans a heavy publick loss was 
unnecessarily sustained. General Brown's official re­
port of this affair pays a becoming homage to the noble 
conduct of Colonels Mills and Backus, Major Swan and 
Captain M'Nitt. 

The chief object of the enemy seems to have been 
the destruction of the Pike, then on the stocks, and the 
stores in depot; in which he failed, at the same time 
sustaining a disgraceful discomfiture. 

On the 5th of June, Commodore Chauncey sailed 
from Fort Niagara for Sackett's Harbour, having on 
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board Colonel M'Comb and 200 men. At this period, 
the British squadron under Sir James Lucas Yeo, was 
decidedly superiour i.n point of gUllS and tonnage. The 
command of the lake gave the enemy peculiar advan­
tages. Lieutenant-Colonel Ripley with his regiment 
was also ordered to the defence of Sackett's Harbour. 
He was directed to land at Oswego. 

The indisposition of General Dearborn continued. 
The inhabitants in the vicinity of Fort George came in 
great numbers and received their paroles. A large 
majority of them were friendly to the United States, 
and fixed in their hatred against the Government of 
Great Britain. The Mohawk Indians were principally 
quiet for fear of losing their valuable tract of land on 
Grand River.* 

.~ See Genera1 Dearborn's official letter of June 8,1813. 



AFFAIR OF STONY CREEl(. 

IN the afternoon of the 5th of June, the advancell 
guard of Chandler's force, consisting of the light infant­
ry under 'Captains Hindman and Nicholas, a part of the 
rifle corps under Captain Lyttle, and a detachment of 
the 2d dragoons under Captain Selden, arrived at Stony 
Creek, and commenced a sharp skirmish with an ene­
my's picket, 100 strong, under Colonel Williams, of the 
49th regiment. He retreated, and our men pursued till 
about sun set, when they returned to their proper posi­
tion in the line of march. The main body, in the mean­
IVhile, had reached the creek, behind which they took a 
position for the night. The light infantry and part of 
the rifle corps on the right of the 25th regiment, formed 
the right wing. The artillery under Captains Towson 
and Leonard, the centre; the 5th, 16th, 23d, and some 
riflemen, the left wing; and the cavalry in the rear. A 
strong picket guard was posted some distance in front. 
Also strong flank and rear guards, in such manner as to 
surround the whole encampment with sentinels. The 
whole numher of our troops at this point, did not exceed 
1000 men. A detachment of 300 men of the 13th and 
14th regiments, were encamped upon the beach of the 
lake, about three miles distant, to protect the boats ex·· 
peeted from Fort George. Our men hy upon their 
arms, without covering. The night was very dark j 

but fires were kindled which enahled the enemy to see 
some parts of our line. General Chandler's account of 
the action which ensued, is in the following words: 

"About an hour before daylight, on the morning of 
the 6th, the alarm was given. I was instantly up; and 
the 25th, which lay near me, was almost as instantly 
formed, as well as the 5th and 23d, which was on the 
left, under the immediate eye of General Winder. 
Owing to the neglect of the front picket, or some oth.er 
cause, the British otlicers say that they were not had­
ed, or any alarm given, until they were withiu duct' 
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llUndtel yards of our line. The extreme darkness 
prevented us from seeing or knowing at what point they 
intended to attack us, until an attack was made on our 
right. A well directed fire was opened upon them from 
the 25th, and from nearly the w~ole line. ~fter a .few 
minutes I heard several muskets III our rear, lD the dIrec­
tion of the rear guard, and then expected t~at the enemy 
had gained our real' by some path unknown to me,and 
were about to attack us in our rear. I instantly ordered 
Colonel Milton, with the 5th, to form in our rear neal' 
the woods, to meet such circumstances as might take 
place, knowing that I could call him to any other point, 
if necessary, at any moment. I had observed that the 
artillery was not covered, and directed General Winder 
to cause the 23d to be formed so far to the right, that 
their right should cover the artillery. At this moment I 
heard a new burst of fire from the enemy's left on our 
right, and not able to see any thing which took place, I 
set out full speed towards the right, to take measures to 
prevent my right flank from being turned, which I ex­
pected was the object of the enemy. I had proceeded 
but a few yards, before my horse fell under me, by which 
fall I received a serious injury. Here was a time whim 
I have no recollection of what passed, but I presume it 
was not long. As soon as I recovered, I recollected 
what my object was, and made my way to the right, and 
gave Major ~m~th such dire~tions as I thought proper, 
to prevent hIS nght from belUg turned by surprise. I 
was then returning towards the centre, and when near 
the artillery, heard men, who, by their noise, appeared 
to be in confusion, it being the point at which I expected 
the 23d to be formed. I expected it was that regiment. 
I approached them, and as soon as I was near enough I 
saw a bo?y of men, who I thought to be the 23d, in r~ar 
of the artIllery, broken. I hobbled in amongst them 
and began to rally them, and directed them to form but 
soon found my mistake; it was the British 49th,' who 
had pushed forward to the head of their column and 
gained the rear of the artillery. I was immediately dis­
armed and conveyed dO,wn the column to its rear. It 
was not yet day, and the extreme darkness of the night, 
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w which was added the smoke of the fire, put it totally 
out of our power to see the situation of the enemy. 
This was all that saved their columns from sure and 
total destruction, of which some of their officers 'WIT 

aware. After seeing the situation of the columns as I 
passed, I did hope and expect that General Winder, on 
the first dawn of light, would see their situation, and 
bring Colonel MiHon with the 5th (who I had still kept 
in reserve until I could have day-light to examine their 
situation) to attack this col umn, which I am Rure h~ 
would have done to advantage; but, to my mortification, 
I soon learned that he had fallen into the same mistake 
with myself; and by endeavouring to learn what was 
taking place in the centre, he was also taken, as well as 
Major Van De Venter. To the extreme darkness of the 
night, the enemy's knowledge of his intended point 
of attack, and our not knowing at what point to expect 
him, must be attributed his partial success, and not to 
a want of strength or bravery in our troops, who, gen­
erally, behaved remarkably well under all the circum­
stances; and however unfortunate the event, as it relates 
to myself, I only ask that all circumstances may be 
taken into consideration, in making up your opinion 
llpon the conduct of General Winder and myself in 
this affair, which I am sure you will do, and I flatter 
myself you will see no cause of censure." 

Colonel James Burn, of the 2d light dragoons, in a 
letter to General Dearborn, furnishes some additional 
and interesting particulars. "In a few minutes the fire 
became general along the whole line, and W3S nobly 
returned by the artillery of the centre, commanded by 
Captain Towson and Lieutenant Leonard, and again by 
the troops of the left wing, viz. the 5th, under Lieuten­
ant-Colonel Milton; the 23d, commanded by Major 
Armstrong, and the 16th. The fire continued with 
little intermission for one hour, during which time the 
enemy attempted, by frequent charges, to break our 
line; but without effect, being obliged to give way by 
the well directed fire of our brave troops. 

" The 13th and 14th regiments, which had been de­
tached the preceding evening, were active in makin:.; 

7 
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prisoners, and advancing with mllch order to the field in 
hope of sharing with the gallant 5th and 25th, 23d and 
light troops, the glory of another combat. But the un­
fortunate capture of Brigadier Generals Chandler and 
'Vinder, vyho were tal{en in the action unknown to any 
part of the, army, and hurried into the enemy's linesj 
prevented the future operations from being carried into 
effect with the promptitude which would assuredly have 
taken place, had either of those officers been present to 
command. -

" You will be surprised to find our loss so small. That­
of the enemy exceeds ours much; they lost in killed, 
about sixty, .many wounded, and upwards of seventy 
prisoners, all regulars, and principally of the 49th regi­
ment. Several of their officers were killed, wounded, 
and missing.-- - A flag was sent by Colonel Harvey, 
asking permission to make inquiries for them; also to 
be allowed to send a surgeon to attend their own wound­
ed, which I readily granted. On the return of day light, 
I found the command of the army had devolved on me ; 
and beiug at a loss what steps to pursue in the unplea­
sant dilemma occasioned by the capture of our Generals, 
finding the ammunition of many of the troops nearly 
expended, I had recourse to a council of the field offi­
cers present, of whom a majority coincided in opinion 
with me, that we ought to retire to our former position 
at the Forty Mile Creek, where we could be supplied 
with ammunition and provisions, and either advance Of­

remain until farther ordt!rs. 
" Every aid was afforded by the staff. The Assistant 

Adjutant General, Major Johnson, and Brigade Majors 
Jones and Wartenby, exerted themselves in renderinO' 
all the assistance in their power. " 

" The army on this occasion has proved its firmness 
and bravery, by keepin a its position in a night attack 
in ~hich the yells of the Indians mingled with th~ 
~0ll:n~g of cannon and musketry, were calculated to 
mbmldate. T~e enemy charged repeatedly, ahd so 
d~rk was the ll!gh~ that our army could not distingui~h 
fnen~ from foe.; III one of those, they succeeded in 
('arrytng off a SlX pounder, a Jiowitzer, and a caissoon, 
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to the great mortification of our brave artillery. I pre­
sume it was on that occasion, also, that we lost our Gen­
erals who were distinctl y heard encouraging our men to 
fight~ The squadron of dragoon~ remained formed and 
steady at their post, but could not act on account ~f the 
darkness of the night, and the thicknes~ of the adpcent 
woods. Much credit is due to the troops generally j but 
too much praise cannot be said of the conduct of the 
5th and 25th regiments." 

On the 6th of June, General Dearborn ordered Gen­
eral Lewis to proceed to the advanced army for the pur­
pose of directing its operations. He found it on th~ 7t)~, 
about ten miles in the rear of the ground on whIch It 
lJad been attacked on the night of the 5th, with its righ: 
flank on the lake, and its left on the Forty Mile Creek, 
which skirts a perpendicular mountain of considerable 
height. At six in the evening, the British fleet hove in 
sight. The troops lay all night Oil their arms. At day 
light the enemy appeared abreast of the encampment 
about a mile from shore. At six, they towed in a large 
schooner which opened a fire on our boats. Archer's 
and Towson's compal'lies, with five pieces of artillery, 
were ordered to the bank of the lake to give them a 
suitable reception. Captain Totten in thirty minutes 
constructed a temporary furnace for heating shot. Her 
fire was returned with effect and interest, which soon 
compelled her to retire. A party of savages appeared 
on the brow of the mountain; they were, however, 
soon dispersed by Lieutenant Eldridge, who gained the 
summit of the mountain with a party of volunteers. 

In the meanwhile, an officer was sent to General 
L.ewis with a flag of truce from Sir J. L. Yeo, advising 
hIm that, "as he was invested by savages in his rear, 
a fleet in his front, and a powerful army on his flank, it 
was his duty to surrender his army." General Lewis 
very properly answered the noble knight that his" mes­
sage was too ridiculous to merit a reply." 

Orders having been received for the army to retire to 
Fort George, the troops and boats were put in motion fOl 
that purpose. Fourteen boats were taken by the enemy. 
The Indians and incorporated militia hung 'on the flank, 
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and rear of our army throughout the march, and pickell 
up some stragglers." 

On the lOth,. General Dearborn, in cons~quence of 
continued indi~position, resigned the c{)mmand of the 
army to General Lewis, At this time the sick were JjO 

numerous that the effective force of the army was ma­
terially reduced. Several officers resigped in disgust; 
and the prospect of the campaign, a few weeks before 
so brilliant, was now obscured and cheerless. 

The British Colonels Bishop and Warren, with about 
400 lllen, availing themselves {)f the absence of the 
United States' troops from Fort ET_ie," crossed over to 
Black Rock, burnt the sailors' barrac~s, dismounted and 
spiked three twelve pounders, and s'~t off four cannon 
and a quantity of whiskey and saIt.' While the enemy 
were busied in securing their booty,General P. B. Por­
ter, who had left Black Rock for.Buffalo, on the appear­
ance of the enemy, assembled a body of volunteers, a 
few regulars and about forty Indians, returned with his 
motley force, and by a wise disposition and a vigorous 
attack, succeeded after an action of twenty minutes in 
routing the invaders. They returned in confusion to 
their boats. Our men crowded upon their heels, and 
with good aim had each several fair shots. Eight of the 
British were killed on the shore, and sixteen made pri­
soners. Colonel Bishop was mortally wounded. The 
last boat off, lost nearly every man on board. The enemy 
acknowledged a loss of 104 killed. We had but three 
killed, and five wounded. The Indians behaved admi­
rably well in the action, and showed no disposition to 
scalp the dead enemy. After the British killed were 
collected and covered with boughs preparatory to inter­
ment, the l'ndians approached the spot and evinced theil' 
contempt with a gentle but disdainful kick of the foot. 

On the evening of the 25th of June, a detachmeJ;lt 
of 570 ~en, infantry, artillery, riflemen, and cavalrYJ 
under Lieutenant-Colonel Boerlltler, was ordered to 
march by the way of Queenstown to the Beaver Dams, 
distant about fifteen miles from Fort George! for the pur-

"Lieu~e"ant-Colonel Preston, soon after taking possession, was l.!' 
,lered to )010 General Dearborn at Fort George. 
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~)ose of dispersing a body of the enemy collected there. 
When within about two miles of the Beaver Dams, our 
detachment fell into an ambuscade, but soon drove the 
enemy some distance into the woods, and then retlred to 
a clear field and sent an express to General Dearborn for 
a re-enforcement. Lieutenant-Colonel Boerstler assured 
the General that he would defend himself until re-en­
forced. A re-enforcement of 300 men marched imme­
diately under Colonel Chrystie; but on arriving at 
Queenstown, Colonel Chrystie received authentick in­
formation that Lieutenant-Colonel Boerstler, with his 
command, had surrendered to the enemy. Colonel 
Boerstler's statement of this disastrous affair differs 
materially from the British account. He states that he 
defended himself until his ammunition was nearly ex­
hausted, and that he was summoned by superiour num· 
bers. The enemy ascribe their success to the presence 
of mind of Lieutenant Fitz Gibbon, who, on reconnoi­
tering Boerstler's position and finding him too numerous 
to oppose with his small force, sent a summons for him 
to surrender in the name of l\1ajor De Haren. A com! 
martial has honourably acquitted Lieutenant-Colonel 
Boerstler, and have pronounced an opinion that he COQ­

aucted on that occasion, in a "brave, prudent, and offi­
cer-like manner." Military men will nevertheless re­
iterate the inquiry of General Dearborn, " why it should 
have been deemed proper to remain several hours in a 
P?sition, surrounded ,with woods without risking a deci­
~;Ive actIOn, or effectIng a retreat, remains to be account­
ed for; as well as the project of waiting for a re-enforce-· 
ment from a distance of fifteen or sixteen miles.",*, 

The British account of this affair does.not admit that 
they had any killed. The American detachment lost 
about 25 killed, besides wounded. 

Shortly after the loss of this detachment, General 
Dearborn received orders to reNTer from the command 

18;3~ce General Dearborn's letter to the Secretary of ,"var, JUlie 2.,. 

t A warm, and respectful address was presented to th e Gene,'alon 
~!:.~_evc of hiS departure from Fort Geor~eJ which fully CVillCt:d.th~ 
I\J?(et of the army at I.he order. It was sJ!rnert hv a1l the princIpii, 
c,rr'ccrs, lIe rephed, that" Obedience IVa, the firs: duty of a soldip' .'.' 

7'" 
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of the 9th military dish'ict. General Lewis ha.~,ing 
previously gone to Sackett's' Harbour fOT the purpose,of 
menacing Kingston, the -co.tnniand of the army"- at Fort 
George devolved on General Boyd. 90mmodo.re 
Chauncey arrived at Sackett's ~Harbour the day after 
the repu,]se of the enemy in thefrattempton that post. 
General Boyd was instructed to act on t~ defensive,!! 
while Chauncey remailled in port; whill1 continued 
from the beginning of June, to the lafter end of July. 

On the 30th ()f July the ,Secretary of War wrote to 
General Boyd as follows: :,-. 

"The restriction put upon you with regard to the 
enemy, was but commensurate with their command of 
the lake. So long as they had wings, and you only had 
feet; so long as they could be- transported, supplied, 
and re-enforced, by water at will, common sense, as well 
as mil,itilry principles, put you on the defensive. These 
circumstances changed, the reason of the rule changes 
with them; and it now becomes your business, in 
concert with the fieet, to harrass and destroy the enemy, 
wherever you can find him. Of the competency of 
your force there can be no doubt, provided your esti~ 
mate of him be but tolerably correct. Again: if, as you 
say, YOll can beat him, do it without delay; and remem­
ber, that if you beat, you must destroy him. There is 
no excuse for a General who permits a beaten enemy to 
escape and rally. These remarks grow out of some 
recent events in your quarter, and require no explana. 
tion. It is the President's wish ihat you should com~ 

~ Th~ loss of the command of the lake in JUlie, 1813, must be a~. 
cflbed, 10 a great measure, to the inactivity of our troops at Fort George. 
On the 20th c:f June,. General Dear~rp wrote from Fort George, " that 
the enemy WIll ~ndeavour to keep up such a force at or near the head 
?~ t~e lake, as-to .prevent any part of our force in this quarter from 
'\t!nmg or proceedIng t!l Sackett's Harbour, for the purpose of attacking 
lO~ton ; and Sllch. IS the state of-the roads in this fiat country. in 

~~~;:i~i~~:l1~!lyco~};;nu~~ I~ihns, as to x~nder any operations against the 
. f . . I CIl Wit out the aId of the 1Ieet for the transporta­
~~l~ .:';~~~slolls\ammunitjon, and other neoessary supplies. "The 
the command·~:·tl14 al~k!smT~s have resulted from a temporary loss of 

d ' " . e enemy has availed himself CIt lhe ad-
'"nt~ge, an ,Onl'8Ided re-ent9rcoU1en~S and supplies." .'" ' 
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'lllunicate fully and freely with Brigadier General 
Williams. It is only by this kind of intercourse that 
the efforts of all can be united in promoting the publicI. 
good." . 

Soon after the capture of Boerstler's detachment, the 
enemy, emboldened by the supineness which reigned 
in the American camp, approached within a few miles 
of Fort George, and frequently showed themselves at 
the out posts. A mixed force of British arid, Indian~ 
attacked two of our pickets on the 8th of July. A small 
detachment of thirty-nine men was immediately order~ 
cd to the support of the pickets. The bravery ofLieu~ 
tenant Eldridge carried him too far. He penetrated 
into the woods where the British and Indians were 
laying in ambush in far superiour numhers. His men 
were mostly soon cut to pieces; no mercy was shown to 
the wounded. They were horrihly mutilated, scalped, 
their hearts taken out, and otherwise d~sfigured. The 
gallant Eldridge was among the killed. It is said that 
British officers were, on this occasion, painted like the 
Indians, with streaks of red and green around their 
eyes! 

The enemy again attacked the pickets on the 17th. 
After a contest of one hour, occasionally severe, they 
were dispersed. They exhibited a force of 200, besides 
Indians. The American loss was trifling-only three or 
four being killed, and a few wounded. The loss of the 
British was comparatively great. Both parties fought 
with unusual ardour. Captain Birdsall's riflemen were 
nearest the enemy in pursuit; and had many fine shots. 
Captain Towson was wounded in the hand while volun· 
tarily bearing Colonel Scott's orders. 

About this time Major eyrenus Chapin, who had 
'been made prisoner at the Beaver Dams, at the time of 
Boerstler's surrender, arrived at Fort George with two 
1)oats, sixteen British, and twenty-eight American pri­
son~rs ; the former of whom were taken in the following 
danng manner, At Burlington Heights, Major Chapin 
and twenty-eight of his men were ordered to Kingstoa 
in charge of a guard of sixteen British soldiers in two 
'tIdats. When arrived off York, in the aite:ooon of the 
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first day, the Major gaye a co~certed ~ignal for his mell 
to rise and take the boats; whIch was lDstantIy and sue. 
cessfully attempted. A British officer in one of the 
boats attempted to draw his sword; Major Chapill 
seized him by the neck and threw him on his back i 
two of the British soldiers drew their bayonets upon the 
Major, who seizing both at the same instant, threw them 
on top of the officer, and held all dowatogether. In 
the meanwhile his men had succeeded in disarming the 
.,-uard. Major Chapin then changed the direction of 
the boats, and arrived safe at Fort George, after rowing 
hard all night. 

A few days before this adventure, a scouting party 
was sent out from Fort George in quest of Captain Ball, 
an active and cruel commander of Indians in the British 
service. When they arrived at the Six Mile Creek, 
Sergeant James Rouse and two dragoons v.olunteered to 
go to a house where they suspected that Ball was con­
cealed. They arrived at the house about nine o'clock 
in the evening, within half a mile of a British picket. 
Having entered the house, they were told that Ball was 
not within. Sergeant Rouse, however, fired his pistol 
through a door that he could not break open, upon which 
Ball opened it, and surrendered himself and guard, 
eight in number, prisoners. They were placed on 
horses, and carried eighteen miles through the enemy's 
country to Fort George. 

After this handsome partizan affair, Rouse was taken 
prisoner; and complaining to General Vincent of thefill 
treatment he met with from the Indians, was by him 
threatened to be sent to Quebec and hanged. Being 
put in prison, he escaped at the ha:;o;ard of his life. He 
and one other American took to the woods, and avoiding 
the settlements, wi.thout arms or food, finally reached the 
sh?re of- La~~ Ene, ,below Point Abino. Here they 
seIzed a BntIsh sentmel with whose aid they crossed 
the lake and arrived at Bdffalo much exhausted. 

,Co~modor,e Chauncey being re-enforced by the new 
sh~p PIke, saIled from Sackett's Harbour, and arrived off 
Nla~ara on the evening of the 27th of July where he 
! <'cenTed on board his fleet, Colonel Scott, ,;ith 250 in~ 
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fan try , Qnd a company of artillery under Captain Crane' 
for the purpose of surprising the British at Burlington 
Heights, where it was understood that they had a con­
siderable deposite of provisions and stores. The tleet 
sailed for the head of the lake, but being retarded by 
light or contrary winds, did not come to anchorage before 
the evening of the 29th, when they found the enemy 
fe-enforced and too strongly entrenched for the force 
under Colonel Scott to hazard an attack. CommodorE 
Chauncey therefore weighed and stood for York, where 
Colonel Scott landed his troops without opposition, and 
found several hundred barrels of flour and provisions in 
the publick store houses, five pieces of cannon, eleven 
J)oats, and a quantity of shot, shells, and other stores, 
all of which were either destroyed or brought away; ex­
cept a part of the flour, which was generously disu:~buted 
among the poor of the place. 

After the return of the fleet to Niagara, another ex, 
pedition was immediately concerted. One thousand 
men were to embark on board the fleet, under the com­
mand of Brigadier General Williams, and to land at 
the hcad of the lake. The army at Fort George, under 
General Boyd, was to move in two columns against the 
enemy's front, while General Williams assailed his rear 
and cut off his retreat. But at the very moment when 
the troops were to have embarked, the enemy's fleet 
hove in sight. Commodore Chauncey weighed anchor 
and offered battle. Sir J. L. Yeo having the weather 
gage, kept at a respectful distance. On the night of 
the 9th August, Commodore Chauncey lost two schoon­
ers in a gale; and on the succeeding night the Growler 
and Julia fell into the hands of the enemy. Shortly 
after these disasters, Commodore Chauncey left the head 
of the lake, which necessarily kept the army at Fort 
George on the defensive, and prevented the expedition 
against the enemy's forces at Burlington Heights. Sir 
J. L. Yeo went into Kingston, and Commodore Chaun" 
cey to Sackett's Harbour. 

A body of volunteers, militia, and Indians, liaving' 
arrived at Fort George, and being impatient to see. t.be 
enemy, ~. plan was concerted to cut off one of the Bntl~h 
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pickets. Accordingly, on the morning of the 17th of 
August, about 300 volunteers and Indians, under the 
command of Major Chapin, supported by 200 regulars, 
'were detached 1(} effect this object. A heavy rain pre­
vented the surprise and capture of the picket; but a 
smart skirmish ensued, which terminated much to th~ 
advantage of our detachment. Our Indians captured 
twelve of the British Indians, and four whites; two of 
our Indians were killed, and five wounded. The Indi­
ans conducted with great zeal and activity.* Several 
of their noted chiefs were engage~ ; among whom was 
the Father's Brother, Red Jacket, and Htnry o 'Bail , 
(Cornplanter1s son) who was educated at Philadelphia. 
Brigadier General Porter and Major Chapin were very 
active on this opcasion. 

At day break on the morning of the 24th, the enemy 
considerably re-enforced from Kingston, attacked all the 
pickets, which retired, pun,ued by his advanced guards. 
A skirmish ensued in the village of Newark. A Cap­
tain of the 49th, and several privates were taken. The 
British left fifteen killed on the ground. It was the 
opinion of General Boyd that they brought their whole 
force into the field for the purpose of a general attack; 
but desisted, on ascertaining the ~trength of his position. 

On the 20th of August, General Wilkinson arrived at 
Sackett's Harbour to take command of the central army. 
The hopes, expectations, and good wishes of the nation 
followed him. His revolutionary services, his achieve­
ments under the daring Wayne, and the celerity and 
secrecy with which he captured the Spanish fort Char­
lotte at Mobile, inspired general confidence. "The re­
duction of Kingston by a direct attack or an indirect 
I?ovement, embraced the primary object of hjs instruc~ 
tlOns·"t . 

"An lnd~an of the Seneca tribe, while in Canada ~~~ered a house 
~~d nbservmg an elegant Parasol, made it his own.' After his retur'; 
~e~;'in~:rp:!~ s~e~ struu~g through the streets of Buffalo with it pro-

t See . t ; ween t e rays of the sun and his tawny brow I 

26 1813 mmd es ~11'-lcou'.'ci1 of war,. holden Qt Sackett'S Harbour, August 
, I an pu IS led ID the pubhck papers in May, 1814. 
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His means were ample j at least the number of troop~ 
at his disposal were superiour to those of the enemy. 
Besides, the latter had a long line of defence, assailable 
almost at every point from Montreal to Fort Erie, which 
necessarily distracted his attention; harassed and weak­
ened his forces, and gave decided advantages to the in­
vader. 

General Boyd was enclosed on the land sides of his 
defences at Fort George, by De Rottenburgh's army of 
inferiour numbers. The question of naval superiority on 
Lake Ontario remained undecided. 

General Wilkinson on his arrival at Sackett's Har­
bour called a council of war, at which were present 
Generals Lewis, Brown, Swartwout, and Commodore 
Chauncey, of whom he requested their sentiments on the 
following points, viz: 

1st. To wait in our present positions, a combat be~ 
tween the rival squadrons for the supremacy on the lake. 

2d. To assemble a sufficient force at Fort George, tn 
cut up the enemy in that quarter; then to descend to 
this pbce, call the division from Champlain, incorporat..e 
the whole, and make a direct attack on Kingston. 

3d. To concentrate all the troops on the lake in this 
vicinity, order the division on Champlain to feint upon 
l\Iontreal, or carry a real attack against it should cir­
eumstances warrant; and then with the troops assem­
bled here, to reduce Kingston, and proceed against 
Moutreal should the season permit; or 

4th. To rendezvous the whole of the troops on the 
Lake in this vicinity j and in co-operation with our 
squadron, to make a bold feint at Kingston; slip down 
the St. Lawrence, lock up the enemy in our rear to 
starve and surrender, or oblige him to follow us without 
a~tillery, baggage, or provisions, eventually to lay dowlt 
IllS arms; to sweep the St. Lawrence of armed craft. 
and in concert with the division under Major-General 
Hampton, to take possession of Montreal. 

After duly considering the foregoing propositions, 
they decided, 

1st. It i.; not necessary to await the result of a con:, 
Jlict between the hostile squadrons; as the operation of 
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the army in th~ event of the adoption of ei~her o! these 
propositions, wIll not depend on a co-operation wIth the 
Beet, farther than to secure the passage of the troops 
into the St. Lawrence. 

2d. The second proposition is rejected, because the 
object appears to be a partial one, so far as relates to 
the proposed operation against the division in the vi· 
einity of Fort George. The loss of time also would 
probably render it too late to carry an attack againsl 
Kingston this campaign. 

3d. This proposition is also considered a partial ope­
ration, and one for which the force on this Lake mighl 
possibly prove inadequate._ 

4th. The fourth and last meets the approbation of the 
council. The object appears feasible; and, if accom­
plished, the upper country must fall of course; for it i; 
incapable of subsisting the enemy's force for any lengtll 
of time, and the possession of Montreal will certainly 
destroy the line of communication between the uppel 
and lower provinces.. The feint on Kingston is reseI+e~ 
lor future consideration. 

Sir J. L. Yeo sailed from Kingston for the head of th~ 
lake, about the 22d of August. Chauncey followed 
him on the 30th. General Wilkinson reached Forl 
George on the 5th of September. The same day thE 
Secretary of War arrived at Sackett's Harbour . 

. ~~ere were at this period, 4500 regulars, and lODe 
nuhha under General Hampton, at Burlington, Vermont 
This corps crossed Lake Champlain and advanced t( 
Odie town early in September. On the 25th it marchec 
to Chateaugay, to hold itself in readiness to act in can 
cert with the central division. In the mean time Co. 
lonel Clark was di.rected ~Y General Hampton, to ~mus( 
the enemy and dIVert hIS attention by a ~rtisan war, 
fare. . 

Two. thousand militia were ordered to assemble ai 
Cha~pIon, .twenty-five miles north-east of Sackett': 
Hamour. 

fi 
General Lewis commanded at Sackett's Harbour' hll 

orce amounted to about 2000 men. .. ' 
The army at Fort George was abou~. 5000 strong. 
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He.enforcements of reo'ulars, detached militia, anL 
I'o\unteers, were on their ~vay to different points of tll\ 
frontiers. 

Sir J. L. Yeo made his appearance off Niagara on tlli 
:id of September. Chauncey at tbis time occupied the 
Harbour. It was not till the 7th, tbat the Commo~?re 
was favoured with a breeze to stand towards the Bnhsl, 
fleet. For twenty-four hours the two fleets conti:lUc," 
to manreuvre within a short distance of each other:,,:ith, 
out firing a shot. The British uniformly on the.retr«at, 
and the Americans in pursuit. Adverse wi!}ds,o: [. 
mutual disinclination to engage, prevented their commg 
to blows. On the 17th, Chauncey found· himself oil 
Sackett's Harbour, haying lost track of Sir James. Ht'" 
however, continued in search of his wily antagonist tiL 
the 27th, when he closed with him between Niagar2, 
and York. The wind blew a gale from the south-east. 
Commodore Chauncey, in the Pike, sustained success, 
fully the brunt of the action. Having shot away the 
mizzen and main top masts of Sir James' own ship, tlL 
latter as usual escaped to the head of the lake, and an­
chored close in shore. Chauncey pursued as far as b,' 
thought prudent on account of the gale, which threw a 
prodigious sea on shore. He could readily hs.Ye taken 
a brig and schooner, which struck as he passed them; 
but having his eyes fixed on heavier game, he lost the 
whole. Yet this action appeared to decide the domin 
ion of the lake for the remainder of the year. Chauil' 
rey in this engagement had fi\'e killed, and about twenty 
wounded. Sir James' ship was much cut up. Thi3 
action of itself is sufficient to establish a reputation c: 
bravery for Commodore Chauncey. 

About the 20th of September, General Wilkinson L 

eeive~ a proposition from General P. B. Porter, Cyrenus 
C~aplll, and Joseph M'Clure, requesting, in Clise of tLc 
wIth~ra:wal of ~he regular troops froni Fort George, 
~ermlsslon to I'alse by the first of Octoher, a volunteer 
wrce of from 1000 to 1200 men excludve of Indians, 
to be fu.r~ished w,it~ four pieces ~f field artillery, ar~s, 
',mmuDitlOn, prOVIsIOns, and pay "'hile in actua:l serVice. 

A, t a c'ounci! of war holden od the 29th of Sep!embe~ 
8 
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at which were pres~nt all the general and field officers 
then at Fort George, General Wilkinson proposed, 

lst. Shall this post (Fort George) be strengthe~ed 
and garrisoned for defence agaiD,5t the British division in 
its vicinity? Or 

2dly. Shall the place b~ razed and abandoned? 
The council, with the exc,eption of one voice, an­

swered the first question in the negative, and the second 
in the affirmative. ' 

However, the General was instructed to close with 
P. B. Porter's propositions, and leave a sufficient num~ 
ber of regulars for the garrison of Fort George and 
Niagara; in all, about eight hundred effectiv,es undel' 
Colonel Scott. 

The embarkation of the troops commenced on the 
26th; but owing to unfavourable winds, it was not until 
the 30th that it was completed, when the flotilla_of bat­
teaux containing the central army, left Fort George for 
the St. Lawrence. General Wilkinson was detained 
by nece8sary arrangements till the 2d of October, when 
he embarked and arrived at Sackett's Harbour on the 
4th of October. "He immediately visited the Secre­
tary of War, ill company with Generals Lewis and 
Brown, and in the presence _ of these officers remonstra-­
ted freely and warmly against makhlg an attack on 
Kingston; urging the propriety of passing that post and 
of going directly to Montreal. 

" The Secretary of War differed from General Wil­
kinson in opinion; but thought his objections worthy of 
consideration, and proposed a meeti~g on the da,y follow. 
iug fol' that purpose. 

"The meeting took place accordingly, when General 
Wilkinson presented the paper marked NQ, 1. That 
m~r~ed I'~o. 2, ,~as :presented by the Secretary, and the 
oplDlOn with whICh it closes was adopted ~s that which 
should regulate the movements of the army." 

OPINIONS OF GENERAL WILKINSON. 

1:> ~e " • ,N~.]. 
-",e"~on~fo. attack 109 Rmgston anteriour to a desc('nt 

Ilpon Montred. 
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1st. 'Ve shall capture a garrison of 800 or 1000, and 
demolish a strong hold of the enemy. 

2d. We shall destroy his naval depot and magazines 
of every species. 

3d. \Ve shall by this operation diminish his force, 
destroy his resources, and place the division at th<: hcad 
of the lake, under De Rottenburgh, in great difficulty 
and distress: and 

4th. VV e ~hali destroy every naval resource, and of 
consequence prevent the building, equipping, and even 
repairing a single vessel. 

Against this attack, it may be urged, 
1st. That the reduction of the place may cost more 

time than we can calcdlate on. 
2d. It may eucumber us with wounded and sick: 

and 
3d. It is pos5ible the British squadron may as hereto­

fore, elude Commodore Chauncey, and find us befor/:: 
Kingston, or o,ertake us on the St. La'iVlence. 

In the first place, frOID the latpness of the season, the 
lossof a few days llJay expose us to the autumnal rains j 

and jeopardize the chief obje ~t of the campaign. In 
the second place, our own force will be diminished, and 
OUf movements retarded: and 

In the third place, the chief objpct of the campaign, 
the capture of Montreal, will be utterly defeated; ancl 
our own army subjected to great difficulties, losses, and 
perils. Submitted to the honourable, the Secretary of 
\Var. 

JA. WILKINSON. 

OPINIONS OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 

NO.2. 
1st. The Niagara division will probably arrive here in 

a day or two. 
2d, The weather is yet good, and the lake- navigable 

by scows and boats. 
3d. The enemy's main force is in the neighbourhood 

of Fort George, and his fleet at the head of the lake. 
4th. The garrison at Kingston does not «;lxceed SOO 0' 

1000 men. 
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5th. If we effect a landing at M'Pherson's farm, ori 
the e_astern side of Kingston, a point may be seized, 
which will command the town, the· forts, and the harbour; . 
and within seven hours after the landing is effected,- a 
sufficient battery may be erected and in operation. 

6th. Nine and twelve pounders will be sufficient for 
burning block houses, &c. and may be dragged by men. 

7th. 'The time necessary to reduce the place will not 
exceed a single day, and of course will not materially 
interfere, on that account, with our object below. 

8th. The loss we may sustain can only be conjectured. 
Judging from that at Fort George, when the enemy 
were more numerous, it will be inconsiderable. 

9th. The advantages of taking Kingston are two: 
you sever the enemy's line of communication, and you 
expel him from his only secure harbour. 

The premises assumed under the 1st, 2d,3d, 4th, and 
5th heads, may change, and our conclusions with them. 
The only safe decision, therefore, is, that if the British 
fleet shall not escape Commodore Chauncey and get into 
Kingston harbour; if the garrison of that place be not 
largely re-enforced, and if the weather be such as will 
allow us to navigate the lake securely, Kingston shall bc 
our first object; otherwise, we shall go directly to Mon­
treal. 

.JOHN ARMSTRONG. 



.~oRRESPONDENCE llETWEEN GENERAL WILKINSO~ 
AND THE SECRETARY OF "~AR.* 

ON the 18th of October, General Wilkinson wrote to 
General Armstrong as follows: 

" The diminution of our force by disease and various 
casualties, and more especially, the uncertainty of the 
period of our movement against iHontreal, render it ne­
cessary, in my judgement, that you should revoke the 
order of march you have given to Major General Hamp­
fon; and that he should be directed to march for Morris­
ville, as rapidly as may be consistent with the health of 
his troops. This proposition is founded on the presump­
tion, that we make the reduction of Kingston and the 
conquests of the upper provinces, the first objects of Oll' 

operations. " 

War Department, October 19, 1813. 
SIR-I received your letter of yesterday, and should 

have answered it more promptly, but th~t business of­
the south and west required my immediate attention. 

\Vhen ~ll the 4th instant you returned from Fort 
George, we had the prospect of a speedy concentration 
of our forces at this point; the Niagara didsion had 
sailed on the 30th ult. the enemy's principal force occu­
pied a cantonment between Lakes Erie and Ontario; 
his fleet was at the head of the lake, and his garrison at. 
Kingston reduced to seven or eight hundred men. Un­
der these circumstances, it was no doubt wise to decide 

"It is an unrloubled fact, that the personal animosity of Hamptoll 
agalllst \Vilkinson, together with the perverseness of the 10rmer and 
treacbery of Armstrong, was the whole cause of the Hillure of tbe r,arn~ 
paign of 1813; and the writer, with olhersofhis fellow officers, belierc. 
that Hull, HamptOn, and Anllstrona, ought to be ranked tOD"ether as thl! 
bt:trayers of their country and th; murderers of their fellow soldiers 
of whom they had command. I envy them not their British gold, Il'" 
'hat hell-like conscience of which they must on reflection be in p053,·". 
:j')U \)f. 

8* 
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as we did, that our first attack should be canied againsl 
that place; but do these circumstances any longer exist i' 
The expected concentration is but now effected, (18th, 
October) a re-enforcement of 1500 men has been thrpwn 
into Kingston; the British fleet has got into port there, 
and our force, from disease· and other casualties, is ac­
cording to your statement, diminished and diminishiqg~ 
To reinstate and augment this, it is now proposed to 
order General Hampton. from his present position at 
Chateaugay, to Morrisville, on the St. Lawrence. These 
places are distant upwards of one hundred miles. A 
march of such length, at this season of the year, .and in 
the present condition of the roads,loaded as he is with a 
train of artillery, 'with the means of subsistence, and 
with tents and baggage, capnot be performed under 
fifteen days, to which must be added the time necessary 
for giving, the order, for making the arran~~ments pre­
liminary to such a movement, and for makmg also the 
subsequent one for Morrisville to the mouth of the 
Gaunanoqui river; all of which would probably pro­
tract the moment of junction till the 15th of Novem­
ber. 

Admonished as we are by the storms ,vhich have as­
sailed us for ten days past, and which have not yet 
ceased, I cannot but think that a period so late, would of 
itself be fatal to the project. 

Other circumstances lead to the same conclusion. 
Beginning our operations from the mouth of the Gau­
nanoqui river, we shall have a march of twenty-four 
miles to Kingston, and through a country covered with 
woods, destitute of inhabitants, and pervious only by 
two roads; which, without any interruption from the 
ene.my, are represented as nearly impassable at present. 
ThIS movement {unlike that originally projected) "" can­
not be made without the aid of horses and a less num­
ber of these than ~ix hundred,t including the 2d regi­
ment of dragoons, IS, I understand, deemed insufficient. 

~ ~ descent at M'Ph~rson's farm, t" 0 miles and a halfbelowKingston. 
i i ':1 age for Ihls number was required by the General. 
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.Now these must be fed, and their provender drawn from 
this place, as the country between Gravelly Point anO; 
Putneyville, affords none, and interposes a swampy 
desert which shuts us out from the supplies of Rossie 
and Rayville, s.c. An important question arises here, 
can the necessary forage be obtained from this neigh­
bourhood ? The Quarter Master General says" it can­
not; that it must be carted from Lowville, forty miles 
distant, and transported hence by water." These facts) 
on your plan, menace our operations against Kingston 
with a delay which would probably surround us with all 
the embarrassments of a Canadian winter, and extin­
guish every hope of grasping the other, the safer, and 
the greater object below. I call it the safer and greater 
object, because-

At Montreal, you find the weaker place, and the 
smaller force to encounter. At Montreal, you meet a 
fresh, unexhausted, efficient re-enforcement of 4000 
men. At :Montreal, you approach your own resources, 
and establish between you and them an easy and expe­
ditious intercourse. At Montreal, you occupy a point 
which must be gained in carrying your attacks home to 
the purpose of the war; and which, if seized now, will 
"ave one campaign. At Montreal, you hold a position 
which completely Severs the enemy's line of operations; 
which shuts up the Ottawa a~ well as the St. Lawrence 
tlgainst him; and which, while it restrains all belowy 

withers and perishes all above itself. 
T.hese, General, are the thoughts which present them~ 

selves, on your proposition, and which I understand as 
abandoning, for this campaign, the proposed attack on 
Montreal. I am entirely disposed to listen to all that 
can be said on the other side of the question; but at 
present, the reasons assigned, leave me no doubt of t1.: 
policy of pursuing, promptly and firmly ,~' the pIau 
already indicated; and which, besides the approbatiol; 

" This refers to the preceding plan, appnJved by the Plesident on tlot 
~Jr1 July, aDd commullicateu to General Y"rlkinson on thl3 jL!1 of i\".­
;l~st. 
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of the President, has received the sanction of a council 
('of war. I am, very respectfully, 

Sir, your most obedient servant, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Major General Wilkinson. 

H Q. Saclcett's Harbaur, October 19, 1813. 
DEAR SIR-I was about to embark for Grenadiet 

~~sland, when I received your letter of this morning, 
which I will endeavour to answer j my very feeble con­
Jition and the want of time for reflection, disqualify me 
from doing full justice to my opinions. 

You will recollect that in my letter of the 6th of Au~ 
"'ust, I proposed to take Kingston, as preliminary to an 
~ttack on Montreal j you offered a different opinion ill 
your letter of the 8th, and on my arrival here, I sub­
mitted the alternative to a council of war, which decid­
ed in favour of your plan, to leave Kingston untouched, 
and proceed directly against Montreal j but ultel'iom 
eonsiderations and information, have induced me to ad­
here to my original plan. 

Permit me, previous to the discussion of the ground~ 
I)f my opinion, to submit a few incidental remarks. 

It is extremely doubtful what may be the present 
fJl'ce of the enemy at Kingston, and very uncertain 
h?w much our own force may have been diminished by 
dIseases, and the casualties attending our movements. 

From the retreat of Proctor before General Harrison. 
and the information received from Colonel Scott, I think 
it probable that De Rottenburgh, with the efi'ectives Q£ 
his division, has gone to re-enforce Proctor, and that the 
troops which have descended to Kingston consisted onh 
()f the sick of that division. -

My idea of recalling General Hampton to re-enforce 
us! was produced by an alarm with respect to the insuf­
:fi?Ien~y of o?r force, which I found spreading; and the 
"hrectJ?~ ,,:hlch I suggested was founded on your own 
{HOposltJon* of the 13th . '. 
~ . mstant, at wlllch bme I under-

• What 1S here called a prop "I" 
march could be performed in si~s~l~o:~ ~vas but a qu;s:ion, whet~cr tbe 
',:egative, and ~(~"i~ed that G ,.~' 1-~' General \\. answered m the 
~.) '_")g.ll~I·'':";:~:', ('I.C.", -lampton should be ordered to go or:. 
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:(00U you to offer the opinion, that the march from 
Hampton's encampment to Morrisville might be accom­
plished in six days; and m} own opinion is, that by disem­
barrassing himself of his artillery and its attirail, perhap~ 
he might be able to make the march in that time, or ~. 
few days more. 

My reasons for preferring the attack on Kingston to 
that of Montreal, are these: 

By the reduction of that place, we conquer a province 
not only of great importance to the enemy, but a valua­
ble acquisition to ourselvee; we capture or destroy four 
thousand of his best troops; we put an end to the Indiall 
war; and by the destruction of his naval force, establish 
our command of the lake, and permit a respectable part 
of our naval force to be employed elsewhere. 

On the contrary, leave Kingston, its garrison, and the 
British squadron in our rear, and proceed to Montreal, 
none of those important objects will be gained. The 
cnelillY will remain in undisturbed possession of the 
province, at liberty to exercise his enterprises agains~. 
this frontier at discretion; for it is a fact, howevel 
opinions may vary, the resources of the province arc 
adequate to the subsistence of his army. His naval. 
superiority on the lake, will be re-established by the 
opening of the spring; the Indian depredations may b(' 
encouraged and continued; or should he prefer it, he 
may, on the opening of the campaign, leaving Sir James 
Yeo triulnphant on the Jake, with a suitable garrison for 
the protection of Kingston, descend the St. Lawrence 
with his main force and fall upon our rear, while we. 
shall be engaged in front, admitting we succeed in estab­
lishing ourselves at Montreal. 

Having passed Kingston, the fortifications at Prescott 
may present such an obstacle to our farther progress, as 
to compel us to land and reduce it by force; an opera .. 
tion which may consume more time than can be spared 
at this advanced season. I speak conjecturally; bu! 
should we surmount every obstacle in descending the 
river, we shall advance upon Montreal ignorant of the 
force arrayed against us; and in case of misfortune, 
having no retreat, the army must surrender at discretion 
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I will barely add, that as .the winter commences at 
Montreal by the 20th of November, should we be de­
layed on the route by any untoward incidents, our em­
barrassments and perils will be greatly multiplied. 

I offer these results of my frail judgement with a 
lConscientious regard to the publick good. I am bigoted 
to no project, and therefore am willing to yield my own 
judgement to that of others. 

Personal considerations would make me prefer a visit 
(0 Montreal to the attack of Kingston; but before I 
abandon this attack, which by my instructions I am 
ordered to make, it is necessary to my justification, that 
you should by the authority of the President, direct the 
operation of the anny under my command, particularly 
against Montreal. \Vith my earnest wishes for the suc­
r:essful issue of whatever may be undertaken, I am, dear 
sir, with much respect and esteem, truly yours. 

JA. WILKINSON. 
Thc HOll. John Armstrong, Secretary of lVar. 
N. B. All the objections which apply to the landing 

Lelow Kingston, may be obviated by landing above it. 
My sole motive for suggesting the idea of landing below, 
,-vas to prevent the garrison's escape. If there be a 
i1diciency of forage on our part, it is the fault of the 
Quarter l\'Iaster General, who was instructed as early as 
August, to lay in a supply of 12,000 bushels tor the sub-
sistence of the cavalry. JA. WILKINSON. 

Hon. J. Armstrong, Secretary of War. 

lVar Department, October 20, 1813. 
SIR-I received your letter of yesterday, by Major 

Lee. Yo~ appea: to have written it under an impression 
that your lllstructlOn of August last, made a direct at­
tack ~pon . Kingston unavoidable. A copy of these in-
5tructions IS before me, and in the last paragraph of 
t,hem we find a summary of their substance. It is as 
1ollows: ." After t~is exposition, it is unnecessary to 
add, tha~ III conducting the present campaio-ll you will 
make Kmgs!on your principal object, and that you will 
':.hoo~e, ~s CIrcumstances may indicate, between a direct 
-.nd mdlrcct attack upon that post." Both modes of 
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attack are slightly deta,iled in these orders, and a }lrefer· 
ence given to the latter, but without at all infringing 
your right of choice, or in any degree lessening your 
responsibility. Nor am I now at liberty to cbange the 
:;round of these instructions, since the only effect of this 
would be, to substitute my opinion for yours. ThE' 
former has not however been withheld; it has been 
given freely and fully, and is yet unsbaktn by any con­
sideration presented to my mind. 

As we are now about to part, it may be proper that I 
~:llOuld subjoin to what I have said in favour of a move~ 
ment 011 Montreal, a short statement of my objections to 
a direct attack on Kingston. 

1st. If its garrison consists of four thousand of the 
best troops of the enemy, as y{)U suggest, your attack 
will fail. 

2d. If your attack fails, your retreat is impractica~ 
ble. 

3d. Your descent must necessarily be made above or 
below the town, on the water's edge, and within a shorf 
distance of your object. If made below the town, your 
fleet cannot cover it: if made above the town, it must 
be done in presence of the enemy, and within stroke of 
his fieet, and that he will think the object sufficient to 
justify the risk, cannot be doubted. Beside~, an approach 
on this side, however successful, leaves to the enemy 
the means of escaping. 

4th. The experiment already made of the lake navi­
gation, is not enconraging. Though pressed by no other 
enemy than the weather, the army has not been able to. 
reach Grenadier Island, but in broken order and with,; 
considerable loss. On your plan, they have eightee1l.· 
other miles to go on the open lake, and much of this' 
distance under the eye of the British fleet. Is it proba- "" . 
ble that our scows will be able to navigate tbis remain .. 
iug distance, at a season and under circumstances S0 

unfavourable, in better order or with less loss? 
These are the best thoughts I can offer, and it onlv 

remains to add to them my best wishes for your army ani! 
for yourself. JOHN AR\fSTRONG. 

lI:raior General 'Wilkinson. 
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The progress of the army from Fort George and Sack­
ett's Harbour to Grenadier Island, was griatly retarded 
by unfavourable weather, and it was not till the last 01 
October that the rear divisions joined the main body. 
The British fleet had not dared to show itself since the 
28th of September. 

GENERAL WILKINSON'S JOURNAL. 
October 21st. Boisterous weather; left Sackett's 

Harbour; at night arrived off Grenadier Island. 
October 22d. Called fol' a return of the troops on the 

island; found a large body to be still in the rear, wreck­
ed or stranded; returned in quest of them, and to order 
from the harbour a supply of winter clothing and shoes 
for the troops on the island, who were nearly destitute; 
observed at night, on our way up, many fires on different 
points of the coast; wind so high could not call at them; 
reached the harbour at midnight. 

October 23d. Orders given for the shipment of the 
dothing; many stragglers picked up and embarked for 
Grenadier Island; Colonel Coles arrived with two hun­
dred men of the 12th regiment, and sailed for the same 
place; the Growler equipped, manned, furnished with 
a skipper, and sent to Oswego for Colonels Randolph 
"and Scott (\-,-110 were expected at that place) and a' 
many melt as she could earry. 'Ve sailed for Grenadier 
Island; arrived about eight o'clock at night off the 
island; weather blustering, with frequent rain. All 
this time the General's illness continued without abate­
ment. 

October 24th. Hard rains with heavy gales. Still at 
anchor off the island. • 

Octuber 25th. The General landed' and measures 
were .i~mediately ta~{en to seize eve;y pause of the 
prevalhng storms to shp the flotilla into the St. Lawrence 
~y sma~l detacl~m:nts. .In these deceitful momentary 
calms" e found It IlllpossIble to traverse in safety the arm 
of. the hke to Gravelly Point, though distant only nine 
ml.les. In the several attempts made, many boats wer" 
dnven il<,hon', and much provision and I '1' I t F I (. 1 leo, lIng os . 
. rene 1, ree" near :' (\l)P('"it~ the point where the (,:1C-
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my expected we should land to attack Kingston, was 
made the general rendezvous of the troops, and Briga­
dier General Brown ordered on to take the chief com­
mand. The expedition of the Growler was so far ~UCd 
cessful, that on the 31st, Colonel Randolph, after a 
perilous voyage, reached Grenadier Island \vith 230 mcn 
of the 20th regiment. On the 2d November Commer 
dore Chauncey, by concert, entered the St. LawreJlce, 
fell down nearly to French Creek, and tool<. a position to 
command the north and south channels. In the even­
ing of the first of November, our vigilant enemy having 
observed, even amid the storms, our movement and 
position at French Creek, attacked the detachment at 
that place under General Brown, about sun set, with a 
squadron of two brigs and two schooners, with many 
boats loaded with infantry for landing, should their can­
nonade make a sufficient impression. Very soon Captain 
M'Pherson of the light artillery, erected a battery of 
three eighteen pounders,and returned their fire with such 
spirit and effect, that they fell down to a harbour bdow~ 
beyond its range. Next morning the attack was renewed 
and repelled, and one of the brigs was with great diffi­
culty towed off by the squadron, which put into Kingston 
channel behind Gr:.nd Island. We lost two killed, and 
four wounded. The enemy were supposed to have 
suffered severely, from the evident disabled state of their 
brig, and the deliberate and well directed fire of the 
gallant Captain M'Pherson. 

November 3d. The rear of the army, with the Gen o 

eral more and morc sick, sailed for the general rendez­
vous, where the chief part arrived in the evening. The 
General was carried on shore and lodged in a tent, his 
malady increasing in violence. 

November 4th. This day was devoted to final ar-
rangements for the sailing of the tlotilla. Weathe( 
moderating. 

November 5th. Charming day. The flotilla got un· 
der way, and without accident fell down and landed 
early in the night below Morrisville. The General sus­
pe('ti~g h~ would be followed by the enemy, as in th.e 
morlllDg hiS course had been discovered by three of theIr 

9 
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look-out gun boats and a gig, and knowing that two of 
their armed schooners could jeopardize his movement, 
gave orders for the flotilla to pass Prescott, then seven 
miles below him, in the course of the night. But some 
confusion occurred arising from the novelty of the move­
ment, and the order Was countermanded. 

November 6th. This morning the health of the Gen­
eral appeared better; he ordered the flotilla to descend 
to a point within three miles of Prescott; and the day 
being fine, got into his gig and proceeded to reconnoiter 
the place. In the mean time the powder and fixed am­
munition were debarked and placed in carts j to be trans­
ported by land, under cover of the night, beyond the 
enemy's batteries. As soon as the General returned, 
orders were issued for tbe debarkation of every man 
(except so many as were necessary to navigate the boats) 
who were directed to march under cover of the night, 
to save useless exposure to the enemy's cannon, to a bay 
two miles below Prescott j and arrangements were made 
at the same time for the passage of the flotilla by that 
place, the superintendancy of which devolved upon 
Brigadier General Brown, the general officer of the day. 
About 8 o'clock P. M. we had a heavy fog, that it was 
believed we could pass the British fortress unob,erved, 
and orders were acC'ordingly given for the army to march] 
a~d the flotilla to get under way. The General, in his 
gIg,. proceeded ahead, followed by his passage boat and 
f~mIly j but a sudden chan~e of the atmosphere exposed 
hIS passage boat to the garnson of the enemy, and near 
fifty twenty-four pound shot wen' fired at her without 
effect, while. the column on land, discovered by the 
gleam of theIr arms, were assailed with shot and shells 
~vit~~ut injury. General Brown, on hearing the firing, 
.IUdlClOu~ly halted the flotilla until the moon had set 
when it got in mot.ion, but was perceived by the enemy: 
who opened upon It, and continued their fire from front 
to rear, for the space of three hours' and yet out of 
more than three h d db' , un re oats, not one was touched' 
and only olle man wa~ killed, and two were wounded ~ 
~nd before ten next mornin;:-:, the whol,~ of the flotilla) 
-xcept two vessels, reached the place of rendezvous. 
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About noon this day, Colonel King, Adjutant Ge~eral of 
the army of General H.ampton, arrive~, and waited on 
the Commander-in-ChIef, whom he mformed that he 
had been to Sackett's Harbour with a despatch from 
General Hampton to the Secretary of War i !hat he had 
no communication written or verbal, from Major General 
Hampton to him (the Commander-in-Chief,) but that 
not finding the Secretary of ~ ar at Sackett's Harbour, 
he had thought proper, on Ius retu~n, to call for any 
communication he[Gen. Wilkinson] might have to make 
to Gen. Hampton. The General had intended, in the 
course of this day to send an express to Gen. Hampton, 
with an order to 'him to form a junction of his division 
with the corps descending the St. Lawrence, and ava!led 
himself of the opportunity, presented by Colonel Kmg, 
to send the order. 

November 7th. The General having been exposed to 
the open air all last night, in consequence, found him~ 
self ill. In passing Prescott, two of our largest vessels 
loaded with provisions, artillery, and ordnance stores, 
either through cowardice or treachery, had been run into 
the river near Ogdensburgh, and opposite Prescott. The 
enemy kept up so constant a cannonade on them, that 
we found it difficult, and lost half a day, w get them 
out. We perceived the militia in arms at Johnson, 
directly opposite us, and several pieces of field artillery 
in motion. Understanding that the coast below was 
lined with posts of musketry and artillery at every nar­
row pass of the river, Colonel Macomb was detached 
about one o'clock with the elite corps of about 1200 men, 
to remove these obstructions, and the General got under 
way about half past three o'clock. Four or five miles 
below, we entered the first rapids of the river, and soon 
after passing them, two pieces of light artillery which 
had not been observed by Colonel Macomb, opened a 
sharp fire upon the ~eneral's passage boat, but without 
aI~y farther effect than cutting away some of the rigging. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Eustis, with a party of our light 
gun barges, came within shot of the pieces of the enemy, 
and a cannonade ensued without injury on either side. 
1£1 the mean time Major Forsyth, who was in the rear 
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of the elite of Colonel Macomb, landed his riflemen, 
advanced upon the enemy's guns, and had his fire drawn 
by a couple of videts, posted in his toute, on which their 
pieces were precipitately carried off. The General 
came to at dusk, about six miles below the town of 
Hamilton, where he received a report from Colonel 
Macomb, who had Touted a party at a block house about 
two miles below, and captured an officer. 

November 8th. This morning the Botilla fell down to 
a contraction of the river at a point called White-house, 
where the dragoons were assembled to be crossed. 
Brjgadier General Brown was ordered this morning to 
l'e-enforce Colonel' Macomb with his brigade, and to 
take the command; and the whole day and following 
night were devoted to transporting the dragoons. About 
noon this day, we received advice that two armed schoon­
ers, and a body of the enemy in batteaux, estimated at 
1000 or 1500 men, had descended the Tiyer from Kings­
ton and landed at Prescott; that they had immediately 
sent a Bag across the river to Ogdensburgh and demanded 
the delivery of all publick property there, under the 
penalty of burning the town. Not long after, informa­
tion was received that the enemy had re-embarked at 
Prescott in their batteaux, and were following us with 
seven gun boats. 

November 9th. This morning very early, the enemy 
menaced ol~r rear, and a slight skirmish took place be­
tween our nflemen and a party of their militia and Indi­
ans, in ~hich we had one man killed, and the enemy 
,:,ere dn.ven back. The cavalry, with four pieces of 
lIght artillery, under the command of Captain M'Pher­
son, were attached to the command of Brigadier General 
Brown, and he was ordered to march to clear the coast 
belo,;: us as far a~ ~ point near the head of the" longue 
saut. ,The rapIdIty of the current obliged us to halt 
the flotIlla several hours to enable General Brown to 
make d h' , D ' goo. IS march in time to cover our movement. 

urmg thIS period, the enemy frequently threatened our 
rear but never I'nd' t d " . , Ica e an mtentIon to make a serIOUS 
attack. About three o'clock P M th B tOll t d \Va d • . e 0 I a go un er 

y an came to, about five o'clock, at the yellow 
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house, having floated near eleven miles in two hours, 
where we encamped for the night. 

November lOth. This morning the following order 
:vas issued: 

MORNING GENERAL ORDERS. 
Head Quarters, Tuttle's Bay, Nov. 10, 1813. 

General Brown will prosecute his march with the 
1xoops yesterday under his command, excepting two 
pieces of artillery and the 2d dragoons, who with aU 
the well men of the other brigades, except a sufficient 
number to navigate the boats, are to march under the 
orders of Brigadier General Boyd. This precaution is 
enjoined by regard to the safety of the men in passing 
the longue saut; and as this rapid is long and dangerous, 
the General earnestly requests the commanding officerI'; 
of regiments and corps to examine the boats and see 
them properly fitted, in order to avoid accidents as 
much as possible. Brigadier General Boyd will take 
the necessary precaution to prevent the enemy who 
hangs on our rear from making an advantageous attack; 
and if attacked, is to tum about and beat them. The 
boats are to resume the station assigned them in the 
0riginal order respecting the flotilla; and for this, COM­

manding officers of regiments and brigades will be held 
responsible. The movement of yesterday, was a re­
proach to the service. The flotilla will come to to-day 
at Barnharts, near Crab Island, and two guns from the 
front, will be the signal for landing. In case of an­
·attack in force beyond all expectation, the corps under 
Brigadier Generals Boyd and Brown are to co-operate 
with each other pIomptly and with decision. The gen­
eral officer of the day will strictly attend and see that 
the flotilla puts off and moves ill the prescribed order" 

. and will arrest any officer who presumes to deviate 
therefrom. 

Brigadier General Brown marched, and about noon 
was engaged by a party of the enemy n€ar a block­
house on the saut, erected to harrass 0UI' flotilla in its 
descent. About the same time the ellemy were observed 

9* 
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to be advancing on our rear, and their galley and gun 
boats hove in sight, approached our flotilla then at shore 
aNd began to cannonade it. The slender structure of 
our gun barges made it impossible for them to resis~ the 
long 24 pounder of the enemy's galley j this obliged 
the General to order two 18 pounders to be run on shore 
and formed in battery, a single shot from which gave 
such an alarm to the enemy's vessels that they retired up 
the river accompanied by their troops. But these slight 
operations so far wasted the day that our pilots were 
afraid to enter the saut (a continued rapid of eight miles) 
with the flotilla; we therefore fell down within two or 
three miles of the head of it, and came to for the night. 
By this time the General had become so extremely ill 
as to be unable to set up, and was confined to his bed in 
a small birth under the quarter deck of his passage 
boat. 

NOt'ember lIth. Having heard the firing of the can~ 
non yesterday between General Brown and the enemy, 
being unapprised of the result, it became necessary that 
we should hear from him before ,,'e committed oursel\res 
to the saut, which allows no retreat, no landing, lIO turn­
ing to the right or left but "'here the impetuosity of the 
.::urrent impels. About 10 or 11 o'clock, A. M. the 
Commander-in-Chief received advices from General 
Brown that he had forced the enemy to retire before 
him, and had arrived ncar the foot of' the saut. Orders 
were immediately given for the flotilla to prepare to sail 
and for General Boyd and his command to commene~ 
~heir march, when some firing took place from the gun 
oo~ts, and a report was brought to the Commander-in 
Chlef that the enemy ,vas adYancing in column' on this 
he or~er~d General Boyd to attack them, and the flotill~ 
was dIrected not ~o leave the shore. But the report was 
soo~ after contradlcted. A variety of reports respecting 
t~~r move~ents and counter-movements, were after 
t ls ~~~esslvel'y brought before the General, which iril­
~r~s,e . u: with the conviction that the enemy had 

h
e eTlmd lllet ffto attack his rear as soon as the flotilla 

S ou pu 0 and the t . I 1.:1 t . roops commence theIr march' 
'le reso ve ... 0 anticipate them. He therefore sent Colo~-



mSToRY OF THE LATE WAR. 103 

neI Swift of the engineers, with instructions to Brigadier 
General Boyd, who had been directed by the Older of 
the preceding day to take command of the detachment 
on shore, to form that detachment into three columns, 
to advance upon the enemy, to endeavour to out flank 
them, and to take their artillery. Soon after this, the 
action commenced; and for the numbers engaged, was 
extremely warm and bloody for upwards of two hours) 
during which time, in open space and fair combat, the 
raw undisciplined troops of the United States, braved, 
and frequently drove the best troops of the British army. 
Descriptions of battles have become too subservient to 
the gratification of personal vanity and the acquisition 
of popular applause; yet every man who has taken 
part in a great action, must know that there is nothing 
more difficult than to do justice to the merits of a battle 
in all its parts, where it is hard to find two officers, un­
less fighting side by side, who agree in opinion as to the 
propriety of measures, and the conduct of men. The 
fortuncs of this day were various; sometimes one line, 
sometimes the other, giving way. Unfortunately, during 
the shiftings of the action, by the death of Lieutenant 
Smith, a young officer of the highest promise, the ene­
my got possession of a field piece, the only trophy they 
obtained. It is difficult to speak of the precise numbers 
engaged on either side, because the detachment unde! 
General Boyd consisted of an indefinite number of his 
own, Covington's, and Swartwout's brigades, ordered 
from on board the boats to lighten them, and to save 
the hazard of the men's lives in descending the saut. 
Neither Covington nor Swartwout were obliged to have 
taken part in the action, with this detachment; yet they 
both entered the field, taking command of that part of 
it which belonged to their respective brigades, where 
they exhibited the same courageous conduct which dis­
tinguished General Boyd on the field; and to the great 
loss of the service, Brigadier General Covington receiv­
ed a mortal wound when encouraging and leading on 
.his detachment. The numbers engaged on our side 
-could not have exceeded I'ixteen or seventeen huodred 
men, while those of the ellemy are rcckOlled, by spec-
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tatol'S, at from one to two thousand j but it is probable 
did not exceed 1500, consisting, as we are informed, of 
detachments of the 49th, 84th, and 104th, the voltigeurs, 
and Glengarian regiments. 

With respect to the courage displayed by our officers, 
.it would be useless to enter into details, since they all 
manifested in their respective stations equal intrepidity. 
The names of the meritorious dead and wounded will 
be recorded in another place. The firing ceased by 
common consent, about 4 o'clock P. M. j our troops were 
formed in battalia in front of the enemy, who were also 
in line, and they separated; the enemy to their camp, 
and we to our boats. The troops being much exhausted, 
it was considered most convenient that they should em­
bark, and that the dragoons with the artillery should 
proceed by land. The embarkation took place without 
the smallest molestation from the enemy, and the flotilla 
made a harbour near the head of the saut, on the oppo­
site shore. The views of the American and British 
commanders were on this occasion precisely opposite. 
The first being bound by the instructions of his Govern­
ment and the most solemn obligations of duty to pre­
cipitate his descent of the St Lawrence by every prac­
ticable means; and the last, by duties equally imperi­
ous to retard, [,nd if possible to prevent such descent, 
If, then, he found him~elf victorious on this day it was 
certainly in his power to have effected one or th~ other 
object;, and as ,he made no attempt to effect either, it 
follows mconteshbly that he had no fair ground on which 
to claim a victory. 
. NUl't.ltuer 12th, The flotilla sailed early this morn-
109, and passed down the saut without discovering either 
the boats or troops of the enemy, and arrived in the 
cours~ of the forenoon at Barnharts, where the com­
mandll:g General received a letter from Major General 
Hampton, by t~e hands of Colonel Atkinson, his iuspec­
to: g:neral, whICh blasted all his hope~ and destroyed 
~:11~~ ~rpo~;:et~t of the, campaig?-, A council of war was 

e receipt of thiS comm . t' h' h 
wa~ submitted to th . , ,umca lon, w lC 

'I d ' el.f conSideration whereupon thp 
Connel etemuned that the con{i"ct 'f 1\1' G -1 

. " . 0 aJor euera' 
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Hampton, in refusing to join his divisi{)D to the troops 
descending the St. Lawrence to carry an attack against 
Montreal, rendered it expedient to leave the left bank 
of the St. Lawrence, and to remove the troops to French 
Mills, on Salmon fiver j and on the 13th of November 
this recommendation was accordingly carried into effect; 
ample time having been given to the enemy to have 
tried a second action,. if they had dared to run the 
hazard. 

Council of War, holden this 12th day of November, 1813, 
near Cornwall, in Upper Canada. 

Present-Major General Lewis, President. Brigadier 
Generals Boyd, Brown, Swartwout, Porter; Colonel 
Macomb, commanding Elite of the Army j Colonel 
Swift, Chief Engineer Army of U. S.; Colonel Wal­
bach, Adjutant General. 

Major General Wilkinson, Commander-in-Chief of 
the army destined for the attack of Montreal, submitted 
the correspondence between General Hampton and him­
self-Whereupon he proposes for their consideration and 
opinion, the following questions: 

Question 1st. Major General Hampton having de­
clined to form a junction of his division, consisting of 
about 4000 men, with the corps under the immediate 
command of Major General Wilkinson, for the attack of 
the said city of Montreal: ShaH the troops now present, 
which, after the losses incident to the movement from 
Sackett's Harbour and the action of yesterday, cannot 
be estimated at more than 6000 men, proceed to the ~aid 
attack? Or, 

Question 2d. In case this force should be deemed 
insufficient to carry the said attack into successful exe­
cution-What is the alternative in the judgement of the 
council to be adopted? 

The council named in the preceding document, met 
agreeably to order; the two questions were submitted 
by Major General Lewis. On the first question, the 
council are unanimously of opinion that in consequence 
of the statements made by the Commander-in-Chief, 
the attack upon Montreal should be abandoned for the 
present season. 
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On the second question, the council are unanimousl), 
of opinion that the army now near Cornwall should be 
immediately crossed to the American shore for taking up 
winter quarters. The French Mills afford, in the opin­
ion of the council, an eligible situation for winter quar­
t~rs. 

rSignedJ J. B. WALBACH, Adjutant General. 
J. G. SWIFT, Col. Chief Engineers. 
ALEX. MACOMB, Col. com'g the Elitt 
M. PORTER, ) [of the Army. 
R. SWARTWOUT, J B' G I . 
JAC. BROWN, ng. enera s. 
JNO. P. BOYD, 
MORGAN LEWIS, President. 

'\ true copy from the original, 
C. J. NOURSE, Capt. and A. D. C 



GENERAL llOYD'S ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE AT 
CHRYSTLER'S FIELD. 

H. Q. 3d mil'y diMrict, N. Y. April 29, 1815. 
The Hon. SECRETARY AT WAR: 

SIR-In justice to myself and the troops I had th~ 
honour to lead at the battle of Chrystler's Field, I deem 
it proper, even at this late hour, to report an impartial 
statement of that event. 

The publick has misapprehended my situation and 
made me undeservedly responsible for events that occur­
red uuder the Commander-in-Chief, and my reputation 
may perhaps have suffered for disasters which could not 
IJe attributable to me. ..... 

At the commencement of the campaign, while pre­
paring to leave Fort George, even at Sackett's Harbour, 
and down to the moment of leaving Grenadier Island, I 
was kept in ignorance of the pending expedition, and of 
the mode in which it was to be effected. Afterwards, 
while descending the St. Lawrence, the frequent indis~ 
position of the two Generals often threw the command 
on me, without the possession of any Of those facts rela~ 
tive to the object of our movements or the situation and 
strength of the enemy, so important for the execution of 
my duties. 

On the 9th inst. General Brown, the elite corps, and 
the dragoons (who had joined us and crossed over) moved 
by land on the Canada shore; the residue of the army 
embarked and proceeded by water: the whole rendez­
voused at Chrystler's Field at 2 o'clock. Late at night, 
without having had any direction of the order of landing, 
or any knowledge of the relative situation of the troops, 
a verbal order from the Commander-in-Chief suddenly 
informed me, that in consequence of the extreme iH 
health of himself and General Lewis, bo'.h being con­
fined to their boats, the command on shore deyolved 011 

me; and that the enemy's gun boats and a body of troopS 



108 HISTORY OF THE LATE WAR. 

by land were approaching our rear. Arrangements were 
immediately made for their reception. 

Early next morning (lOth) conformably to the Com­
mander-in-Chief's order, General Brown was detached 
with a strong portion of the army and directed to pursue 
his course down the river to dislodge some militia, sup­
posed to be intercepting the route to Cornwall. It was 
my decided opinion, that the army should not be detach­
ed. I did not express this to General Wilkinson, for my 
counsel was seldom or never required. 

The rear guard, consisting of parts of the 1st, 2d, and 
4th brigades, a squadron of dragoons, and two pieces of 
artillery under the command of Brigadier General Boyd, 
destined to cover the flotilla, was directed to follow as 
soon as the boats should put oif-" should the enemy 
hang on the rear, advance, beat him back." Nothing 
was left to the discretion of General Boyd. General 
Wilkinson's health was such as to confine him to his 
cabin, and I had not seen him for several days. Yet, 
ambitious to be first in the service of his country, he 
tenaciously held the command. 

The column had taken up the line of march and pro­
ceeded about two miles, when Colonel Bissell, of the 
5th regiment, was detached from the 1st brigade, and 
ordered by the C_ommander-in-Chief to re-embark and 
disperse a party ·of the enemy, supposed to have made 
a lodgement on one of the islands. Ere this could be 
executed, a videt from Captain Selden from the rear, 
~eported ~ col~mn of 1500 of the enemy approaching 
In that dIrectIOn.. The detachment was immediately 
brought, to, the rIght about, marched up the river and 
formed In lIlle of battle. 

Gene~a,1 Lewis landed and came to the field, viewed 
our posItIOn, gave some directions, and returned to his 
boat. I p~shed forward with Captain Selden's dragoons 
tfn:ec~~:~terd the ~,nen?y; he opened his artillery; our 
After a longceh' s l,rmlshed, and the enemy retired. 

, arrassIng and st d th directed by 'in 0 d f' . OrInY ay, e troops were 
take post for the

r n~\ rom ?eneral ~ewis, to return and 
~Q as to cover the fi gri, (whIch w.as Inclemently stormy) 

o 1 a. Late lD the evening I waited 
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"n General Wilkinson, on board his boat, to report the 
events of the d!1y j to receive orders tor the night, a.nd 
to ascertain who commanded. The General was so In­
disposed that I was not permit.ted to see him, and w:]., 
directed to call on General LewIs, whose boat I boarded 
nnd received orders to.defend my position and the flotilla. 
Early the next morning ( lIth) Gene:al Le wis sent an 
aid ordering us to move down the nver. The troops 
were put in motion-the Commander-in-Chief arrested 
their march. At 10 o'clock the enemy's gun boats 
~urned a point and commenced a cannonade on our boats 
without any effect on either side. During the fore part 
of the day a variety of verbal orders were received, but 
"ountermanded before executed, occasioned as I under­
stood, by the want of information from General Brown. 
At 12 o'clock, impatient for some decisive or discretion­
ary orders, the troops having been nearly forty-eight 
hours under arms, exposed to incessant rains, I rode to 
the bank of the river, requested and obtained a specifick 
order, written by pencil, " that the flotilla would put ofl 
in twenty minutes j four pieces of artillery would be 
landed to re-enforce the rear guard which would follow 
the boats; should the enemy harrass the rear, turn and 
beat him back." While expecting the signal for moving) 
report from the rear announced the approach of the ene­
my in the woods which intersected the fields, and were 
flanking our right. General Swartwout was ordered to 
disperse them, General Covington to support him, 
Swartwout dashed into the woods and drove the advance 
back to the main body j here he was joined by Coving­
ton. The enemy had judiciously chosen his ground 
among deep ravines of an extensive plain beyond the 
woods, and discharged a heavy and destm~ti\'e fire OD 

nul' advance columns. No opposition could check the 
invincible ardour of our troops. By resolute and repeatell 
charges, the enemy were driven more than a mile, dis·· 
puting every inch of ground. Colonel Coles, with a 
dptachment of Boyd's brigade came up, and was imme­
diately directed to turn the enemy's left flank, whic!, 
was promptly executed, amidst a shower of musketry 
Jnd Shrapnell shells. Two pieces of :;:tiEery und~r 

10 
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Captain Irvine now arrived in the field, which had been 
delayed by a circuitous route; the four other pieces 
which were landed, reached the field soon after, and 
had their effect. The squadron of dragoons under Major 
Woodford, were early in the field, but the nature of the 
ground did not admit of successfuL charges. The enemy 
had now been driven under the protection of their gun 
boats, which supported their right, and enfiladed by their 
numerous and heavy artillery, the field in front; their 
left rested on the woods, obliquely to the rear supported 
by light artillery, Indians, and incorporated militia, 
Many of our troops beginning to break, and I vainly 
endeavouring to rally them, it became necessary for the 
whole to fall back, and re-form out of the range of the 
enemy's floating batteries, which was executed without 
inducing him to move from his strong position. At this 
time a re-enforcement of 300 men under Colonel Up­
ham, came into the field, whose activity while engaged 
evinced the benefit that might have been derived from 
their more early assistance. After the troops were re­
formed, I received orders to return to the ground near 
the boats, and to embark. A valuable part of the flo­
tilla and the two principal artillery officers had descend­
ed the river and joined General Brown, at Cornwall, 
during the action, and many of the remaining boats were 
already in the stream, Had an early and sufficient 
re-enforcement come into the field, as was expected 
th~ res~lt of this day would have been very different: 
It IS endent, throughout, that the Commander-in-Chief 
acted with a misapprehensio~ of the f~rc,e and designs 
of t~e enemy; when the action began, Jt IS probable he 
considered his strength inferiour to ours, else he would 
not have retained in inactivity so large a force in the 
boats . 
. The streng~h ?f the enemy, according to the ca}cuJa-
~lon of the pnnclpal officer engaged, could not have been 
ess than 2500 men, seven pieces of artillery and nine 

!:(un oat~, manned from the fleet' the British prisoners 
state then strenO'th at 2100 O'ur i' I' l' 'II d '" , loree, exc uSlve 0 
arb ery an dragoons, amounted to not more than 1200 
men, Though the result of this battle was not EO d~r:j. 
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sive as I could have wished, and as the first part of it 
promised, yet when it is recollected that the troops had 
been exposed for four days to incessant fatigue and in­
clement storms, from which they had no shelter, that ~e 
carried into the field so small a force, that the actIOn 
commenced unexpectedly and without artillery, and was 
sustained with a cool determined valour never surpassed, 
for more than three hours, and that the enemy were 
superiour in numbers and position, it is hoped that this 
affair may be justly considered as having added new 
glory to the American arms. The field was crimsoned 
with the blood of 339 killed and wounded, whose deaths 
or scars will immortalize this day. The names of the 
officers whose bravery and activity characterized this 
conflict, were reported to the Commander-in-Chief. 
The praise, however, which was so parsimoniously be~ 
stowed on this occasion, but ill accords with their de~ 
!'erts. In the account of the enemy, who reported our 
numbers 7000 men, a greater compliment is implied 
than could be found in the despatches of the Commander~ 
in-Chief. 

I would not here again give an useless exhibition of 
the valour and skill which was displayed by many indi­
viduals and corps on this important day. The time for 
!'eward has passed by; those who fell, must sleep in 
oblivion; and those who survive, conceal their scars, 
which are seen only with indifference. But I cannot 
forbear from making one more struggle to rescue the 
character of this army from unmerited aspersion. If it 
be not entitled to the praise of its country, let it not 
meet with undeserved neglect, but receive the common 
rewards of justice. 

With much consideration and respect, 
I have the honour to be, 

Sir, your obedient servant, 
JOHN P. BOYD, Brig. Gen. commanding 

Official Statement of the Commissioned Officers Killed 
and Wounded. 

KILLED-Lieutenants William W. Smith, of the 
.light artillery; David Hunter) of the 12th regiment 
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jnfantry; Edward Olmstead, of the 16th regiment ill.­
fantry. 

1'Y 0U.\'L E;- -Brig. Gen. Leonard Covington, mortally; 
Major TalbOt Chambers, Assistant Adjutant Ge:ueral, 
slightly; Major Darby Noon, Aid-de-Camp to Brigadier 
General Swartwout, slightly; Colonel James P. Pres­
ton, of the 23d regiment infantry, severely, his right 
thigh fractured; Major William Cummings, 8th do., 
severely; Captain Edmund Foster, 9th do., slightly; 
Captain David S. Townsend, 9th do., severely-taken 
pri~oner; Captain Mordecai MYfl:s, 13th do., severely; 
Captain John Campbell, 13th do., slightly; Captain 
John B. Murdoch, 25th do., slightly; Lieutenant Wil­
liam S. Heaton, lIth do., severely; Lieutenant John 
Williams, 13th do., sli~htly ; Lieutenant John Lynch, 
14th do., severely-taken prisoner; Lieutenant Peter 
Pelham, 21st do., severely-taken prisoner; Lieuten­
ant James D. Brown, 25th do., slightly; Lieutenant 
Archibald C. Crary, 25th do., severely, in the skirmisl( 
the day before the action. 



}loVEMENTS OF THE DIVISION UNDER THE CoMMANv 
OF HAMPTON, oN THE CHAMPLAIN FRoNTIER. 

THE army of General Hampton assembled at Bur·" 
lington. It was composed for the most part, of ne" 
recruits. The General concentrated his forces at Cum­
berland Head, about the middle of September. From 
this point he dropped down the lake and took post at 
Chazy, on the 22d, and put the light corps of the army 
in motion against the enemy. The troops passed the 
frontier, surprised a picket. But the drought was found 
so severe that the General "had some doubts of the 
practicability of procuring water for the troops, horses, 
and teams." Mter exhausting the spring~ and wells of 
Odletown, the army fell back to Champlain on the 25th. 

It was next decided to approach the St Lawrence 
by:the Chataugay route, which takes off at Champlain, 
and which affords at all seasons an abundant supply of 
water. 

. The army reached Chataugay on the 26th of Septem­
ber. On the first of October the enemy made an attack 
upon our out posts, which happened to he defended by 
Snelling and Wool's corps. The attack was made with 
Indians, and the regulars lay in ambush. Major Snel­
ling attacked them in the flank and soon compelled them 
to retire. Lieutenant Nash of the 33d regiment, and a 
private, were killed. 

The hostile Indians in considerable numbers contin-, 
~ed to lurk about the camp and fire at the sentinels, as' 
they also had done at Odletown. 

On the 4th of October, General Hampton wrote to 
the Secretary of War, stating: 
"~he road to Platts.burgh will be completed to-day, 

a~d IS a perfect turnpIke. The artillery, consisting of 
eight 6 pounders, one 12, and one howitzer tolerably 
appointed and found, is arrived. I have b~t a smail 
stock of provisions on hand, but have the most pointed. 

10· 
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assurance from Colonel Thomas, the Quarter Mastel 
General, that a suppl} of sixty days of bread and floUt' 
will arrive at once, in the course of three or four days. 
I have only from forty to fifty rounds of mllSket car~ 
tridges j but this convoy will make the supply an hun­
dred, and give to the artillery all it requires in reserw. 
The supply of salted provisions will not exceed a fourth 
of the proportion of flour j but we have, and can have, 
an unlimited supply of good beef cattle. Brigadier 
General Parker is at Plattsburgh hastening my supplies, 
:md presiding over some arrangements that were thought 
necessary. I have directed the commencement of a 
petty war, or invasion of the lines, at and near Lake 
Champlain, by Colonel Clark, who has some volunteers, 
and Brigadier General l~asset, (our Colonel) who has, 
at my instance, called out his brigade of militia. Th,' 
latter, I understand, turn out but badly j but they will 
make together, I suppose, from 600 to 1000 men. Thert' 
has been inculcated by the artifices of the British, a 
shameful and corrupt neutrality on the lines, for the 
purpose of gain. I have directed these officers to break 
the truce." 

Colonel Clark, with a militia force and some riflemen, 
was detached to Missisquoi bay, to surprise a party of 
the enemy at St. Armand. So secretly was the enter­
prise conducted, that he arrived within fifteen rods of 
the enemy before they discovered him. The British 
were drawn up under Major Powell, well prepared for 
an attack from the water, but wholly incapable of de­
fence on the land side. Colonel Clark attacked them 
so unexpectedly and with such spirit, that in ten minute~ 
the whole party surrendered. Our whole force engage.; 
was one hundred and two j the number of prisoners 
taken, was one hundred and one j nine killed and four­
teen wounded . 

.on the 16th of October, the Secretary of "Yar ap~ 
Fazed General Hampton of the re-enforcements which 
had arrived at. ~ingston from the head of the lake, and 
of the probabIlIty of an immediate descent of the St­
Lawrence by General 'Vilkimon. "Under these cir­
;oumstoDCf',," continues the Secretary, "H1U ~Yill ap 
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proach the mouth of the Chataugay, or other point whi~lt 
shall better favour our junction, and hold the enemy Iii 

check." 
On the first of November, General Hampton agail1 

wrote to General Armstrong, detailing his movement 
down the Chataugay, and his reasons for retrograding to 
the Four Corners. 

"On the morning of the 21st ultimo the army com· 
menced its movement down the Chataugay,for the pur­
pose of placing itself in a situation which would enable 
it to fulfil its parts of the proposed combined operationI' 
on the St. Lawrence. 

"An extensive wood of eleven or twelve miles ilJ 
front, blocked up with felled timber, and covered by the 
Indians and light troops of the enemy, was a serious 
impediment to the arduous task of opening a road for thE' 
rtrtillery and stores. Brigadier General Izard with the 
light troops and one regiment of the line, was detached 
early in the morning to turn these impediments in flank, 
and to seize on the more open country below, while the 
army, preceded by a strong working party, advanced on 
a more circuitous but practicable route for a road. The 
measures completely succeeded, and the main body of 
the army reached the advanced position on the evening 
of the 22d. The 23d and 24th were employed in com­
pleting the road and getting up the artillery and stores. 

" I had arranged," says tlle General," at my departure. 
under the direction of Major Parker, a line of commu­
nication as far up the St. Lawrence as Ogdensburgh, for 
the purpose of hastening to me the earliest notice of th(, 
progress of our army down. I had surmounted twenty 
four miles of the most difficult part of the route, and 
had in advance of me seven miles of open country; 
but at the end of that distance commenced a wood of 
some miles in extent, which had been formed into an 
enlire abatis, and filled by a succession of wooden breast 
""orks, the rearmost of which were supplied with ord­
nance. In front of thes~ defences were placed thl' 
Indian force and light corps of the enemy j and in the 
rear, all of his disposable force. As the extent of thi,' 
/"r('(~ rlepended upon his sense of danger on the St. Law 
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renee it was a cause of regret that all communication 
from ~ourself or Major Parker seemed to be at an end. 
As it was, however, believed that the enemy was hourly 
adding to his strength in his position, if free from the 
apprehension of danger from above, an effort was judged 
necessary to dislodge him; and if it succeeded, we should 
be in possession of a position which we could hold as 
long as any doubts remained of what was passing above, 
and of the real part to be assigned us. 

" Our guides assured us of a shoal and practicable 
fording place, opposite the lower flank of the enemy's 
defences; and that the wood on the opposite side of the 
river, a distance of seven or eight miles, was practicable 
for the passage of the troops. Colonel Purdy with the 
light corps, and a strong body of infantry of the line, 
was detached at an early hour of the night of the 25th, 
to gain this ford by the morning, and to commence hb 
attack in rear, and that was to be the signal for the army 
to fall on in front, and it was believed the pass might be 
carried before the enemy's distant troops could be 
brought forward to its support. 

" I had returned to my quarters from Purdy's column, 
about 9 o'clock at night, when I found Mr. Thomas 
Baldwin, of the Quarter Master General's department, 
who put into my hands an open paper containing in­
structions to him from the Quarter Master General, re­
~pecting the building of huts for the army in the Cha­
ta~gay, b-;low the line. Th~s 'paper sunk my hopes, and 
raIsed senous doubts of recelVmg that efficacious support 
which had been anticipated. I would have recalled the 
column, but it was in motion, and the darkness of the 
night rendered it impracti.cable .. I could only go for­
ward. The army was put III mohon on the momin" of 
the 26th, leaving its baggage, &c. on the ground of °e~ 
'l'arnpment. 

" On advancing n~ar the enemy, it was found that the 
column on th~ ?pposIte side was not as far advanced as 
had bee~ ant~cIpate~l. The guides had misled it and 
~ally fal~ed l.n findl~he ford. We could not eo~mu­
mcate wlth It, but only awaited th tt k b I 
\bo11t 2 o'clock th fi' e a ac I' ow:. 

e rmg commenced, and our troop!' 
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aL1,-anced rapidly to the attack. The enemy's light 
troops commenced. a s~ar~ fire; but Br~gadier General 
Izard advanced with hiS bngade, drove 111m every when; 
behind his defences, and silenced the fire in his front. 
This brigade would have pushed forward as ~ar ~s cour­
age, skill, and perseverance could hll:ve earned it; but 
on advancing, it was found that the finng had commenc~ 
cd on the opposite side, and the ford had not been gain·· 
cd. 

" The enemy retired behind his defences, but a re­
newal of his atta~ks was expected, and the troops re­
mained some time in their position to meet it. The troops 
on the opposite side were excessively fatigued. The 
en~erprise had failed in its main point, and Colonel Purdy 
was ordered to withdraw his column to a shoal four or 
five miles above, and cross oycr. The day was spent, 
and General Izard was ordered to withdraw his brigade 
to a position three miles in the rear, to which place the 
baggage had been ordered forward. 

" The slowness and order with which General Izarli 
retired with his brigade, could but have inspired the 
enemy with respect. They presumed not to venture a 
shot at him dnring his movement; but the unguarded­
ness of some part of Purdy'S command exposed him to 
a rear attack from the Indians, which was repeated after 
dark, and exposed him to some loss. The attacks were 
always repelled, and must have cost the enemy as many 
lives as we lost. [Sweet consolation, indeed!] Our 
entire loss of killed, wounded, and missing, does not 
exceed fifty. In its new position, within three miles of 
the enemy's post, the army encamped on the night of the 
26th, and remained until 12 o'clock of the 28th. All 
the deserters, of whom there were four, having con­
curred in the information that Sir George Prevost, with 
three other general officers, had arrived with the whole 
of his disposable force, and lay in the rear of these de­
fe~ces, and a letter from Major Parker (by express re 
celVed on the evening of the 26th) having informed me 
that no movements of our army down the St. Lawrence 
had been heard of at Ogdensburgh, and for some distance 
above; the following questions were submitted to th( 
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commanding officers of brigades, regiments, and corpS'. 
and the heads of the general staff, in a council convened 
for the purpose: "Is it advisable, under existing cir· 
cumstances, to renew the attack on the enemy's position; 
and if not, what position is it advisable for the army to 
take, until it can receive advices of the advance of the 
grand army down the St. Lawrence?" The opinion of 
the council was expressed in the following words: 

" It is the unanimous opinion of this council, that it 
is necessary, for the preservation of this army and the 
fulfilment of the ostensible views of the government, 
that we immediately return by orderly marches to such a 
position (Chataugay) as will secure our communications 
with the United States, either to retire into winter 
quarters or to be ready to strike below." In pursuance 
of this opinion, the army has returned by slow marches 
to this place, and now awaits the orders of the govern­
ment." 



.:OLONEL PURDY'S REPORT OF THE AFFAm 0:, THE 
CHATAUGAY. 

"WE commenced the march at sun down, and by 
sun rise the next morning had gained only six miles" 
Here we were discovered by the enemy and fired on 
from the opposite side of the river. During that night 
we were repeatedly misled by the guides who knew 
nothing of the country, having never been that way, and 
at the time we were attacked, they had led us into a 
thick cedar growth or swamp on the banks of the river, 
and immediately opposite the enemy's position and knew 
not how to extricate us. Incredible as it may appear, 
General Hampton entrusted hearly half of his army, and 
those his best troops, to the guidance of men, each of 
whom repeatedly assured him they were not acquainted 
with the country, and were not competent to direct such 
an expedition. At the same time, General Hampton 
told me he had a man by the name of Smith, who had 
a pel feet knowledge of the country, and whom he 
promised to send me, but which he neglected to do. 
The defeat of the expedition was the consequence 0~ 
this neglect of the Major General. * About two o'clock, 
while receiving an order from Colonel King, Adjutant 
General, upon the opposite side of the river, to march 
back four miles and then ford the river and join the 2d 
brigade, the enemy made a furious attack on the column 
by a great discharge of musketry, accompanied by the 
Jells of the savages. Unfortunately, the word retreat, 
was heard, which for a fhort time spread confusion 
among the several corps. A sufficient number, howev­
er, remained firm, and the enemy was soon compelled 

* Who will not say, if Colonel Purdy's report i~ true, that Gen­
eral Hampton ought to have been immediately arrested, anCl atone', 
for his conduct with a halter' 
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to retire. Towards sun-down I sent General HamptoD 
a request that a regiment mi.ght . be ordered. down to 
cover my landing on the opposIte sIde of the flver; but 
judge my surprise, on receivi~g intelligence that he .had 
retreated with the second bngade nearly three mIles. 
Thus was I deserted without the smallest guard to cover 
my landing. To what cause shall it be attributed, that 
the General ordered a retreat, and that too at a moment 
when the presence of the second brigade was required, 
'1r could be useful, as soon afterwards he declared" he 
should be willing to compound with the first brigade for 
500 men." The \vounded had previously been convey­
ed across on rafts, which made a removal of my brigade 
to that side, absolutely necessary for their protection. 
An attempt was accordingly made, and a floating bridge 
soon constructed of old logs found on the margin of the 
river. The enemy discovering our disposition, com­
menced a firing from the opposite side, and kiIIed several 
while crossing. Major Snelling, with about a hundred 
men, effected a landing and joined the main body. The 
remainder of my force, exhausted by the excessive 
exertions of the preceding night, and weary with the 
fatigues of the day, not having had a moment either for 
rest or refreshment, were compelled to endure the pri­
Yation of sleep another night. We retired two or three 
miles, and took a position. At about 12 o'clock, the 
enemy came up and made an attack upon us, but were 
soon routed. The men at this time were formed and 
lying on the ground they were to occupy in case of au 
at~ack; ~nd were ordered !o, and did, immediately rise, 
seIze theIr arms, and remalD under them the residue of 
th~ night. An excessively heavy rain prevented the 
finng both of the enemy and ourselves, except occasion­
ally a single gun from. the former. Our troops were 
~rdered not to fire, but lD case of a repetition of attack 
.0 charge bayonets j this was accordinO"\y done. Th~ 
~r:e{;y ch~rged several times, and as often were put to 
~g t., It IS ob~ervable in this phl.ce, that so greatly 

\v~re tae men overpowered by fatigue, though in a situ-
'ltlOn e\ cry way daDo-erou d . h' h ~p _ • _. ~ s, an lD W Ie they had every 
- _a'0'1 to hdleye they ,1)n"lrl be s 11' d b h' c_,. a Ie upon y t r: 
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~nemy every moment, many were unable to conquer 
their disposition to sleep, aud it was not in the power of 
the officers to keep them awake. It was on the morning 
of this last attack, that the General expressed his ap­
prehensions for the tirst brigade, and made the declara­
tion above quoted. The next morning we crossed the 
river and joined General Hampton; on the 28th, the 
army retreated four miles, and on the 30th and 31st 
marched back to Chataugay. The troops at the times of 
the attack, were not in a situation to endure farther 
fatigue; and it is an indubitable fad, that many of them 
were so debilitated they were unable to proceed with 
the brigade on its march from the place of its last attack, 
.and actually did not reach the main body until the day 
after the brigade had joined it, and some not even until 
the army had reached the Four Corners of Chataugay." 

HEAD QUARTERS of THE ARMY, 

District No, 9, seven miles above OgdensbuTgh, 
November 6, 1813, in the e\·ening. 

SIR-J address you at the special instance of the 
Secretary of War, who, by bad roads, worse weather, 
and ill health, was diverted from meeting me near this 
place, and determined to tread back his steps to Wash­
ingtonfrom Antwerp, on the 29th ultimo. 

I am destined to, and determined on the attack of 
Montreal, if not prevented by some act of God; and 
to giye security to the enterprise, the divi~ion under 
your command must co·operate with the corps under 
my immediate orders. The point of rendezvous is the 
circumstance of greatest interest to the issue of this 
Cllperation; and the distance which separates us, and my 
ignorance of the practicability of the direct or devious 
rClads or routes on which you must march, make it neces­
sary that your own judgement .should determine that 
point. To assist you in forming the soundest determi­
Dation, and to take the most prompt and eftectual meas­
mes, I can only inform you of my intentions and situa­
tion in one or two respects of first importance. I shall 
pass Prescott to-night, because the stage of the season 
will not allow me three days to take it; shall crasS the 

No.3. 11 
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cavalry at Hambleton, which will not require a day, and 
shall then press forward and break down every obstruc­
tion to the confluence of this river with Gnmd river, 
there to cross to the isle Perrot, and with my scows to 
bridge the narrow inner channel, and thus obtain foot­
hold on Montreal island, at about twenty miles from the 
city j after which, our artillery, bayonets, and swords, 
must secure our triumph or provide us honourable graves. 
Enclosed you have a memorandum of my field and bat­
tering train, pretty well found ill fixed ammunition, 
which may enable you to dismiss your own; we are 
deficient in loose powder and musket cartridges, and 
therefore hope you may be abundantIy found. On the 
subject of provisions, I wish I could give you as favour­
able information; our whole stock of bread may be 
computed at about fifteen days, and our meat at twenty. 
In spe~king on this subject to the Secretary of 'War, he 
informed me that awple magazines were laid up on lake 
Champlain, and therefore I must request you to order 
forward two or three month's supply, by tbe safest route 
in a direction to tbe proposed scene of action. I have 
submitted the state of our provisions to my general offi~ 
cers, who unanimously agree that it should not prevent 
the progress of the expedition; and they also agree in 
opinion, that if you are not in force to face the enemy, 
you should meet us at St. Regis, or its vicinity. 

I shall expect to hear from, if not see you, at that 
place, on the 9th or lOt!! instant. 

And have the honour to be, respectfully, &c. 
JAS. WILKINSON. 

To ~\Iaior General W. Hampton, &c. 
P. S. I was preparing an express which I should 

have despatched to-morrow but for the fortunate call of 
Colonel King. ' 

A C')py, JOHN HooMEs, Aid-de-Camp. 

Jl. Q. FOUT Corners, November 8, 1813. 
SI~-I had the honour to receive at a late hour last 

pYenlllg, by Colonel Kiug, your co~mu!lication of the 
6th, a.n~ ~vas.de.epJy impressed with the sense of the re­
sponsIbIlity I~ Imposed of decidina 11pon the means 01 
our co-operatlOn. " 
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The idea suggested as the opinion of your officers, of 
effecting the junction at St. Regis, was most pleasing, 
as being the most immediate, until I came to the dis~ 
closure of the amount of your supplies of provision. 
Colonel Atkinson will explain the reasons that would 
have rendered it impossible for me to have brought 
more than each man could have carried upon his back; 
and, when I reflected that, in throwing myself upon 
your scanty means, I should be weakening you in the 
most vulnerable point, I did not hesitate to adopt the 
opinion, after consulting the general and principal offi­
cers, that by throwing myself back on my main depot, 
where all the means of transportation had gone, and 
falling upon the enemy's flank, and straining every effort 
to open a commnnication from Platt~burgh to Cognawa~ 
ga, or any other point you may indicate on the St. 
Lawrence, I should more effectually contribute to your 
SUccess, than by the junction at St. Regis. 

The way is, in many places, blockaded and abatised, 
and the road impracticable for wheels during winter; 
but, by the employment of pack horses, if I am not 
?verpowered, I hope to be able to prevent your starv­
mg. 

I have ascertained and witnessed that the plan of the 
enemy is to burn and consume every thing in our ad­
vance. 

My troops and other means will be described to you 
by Colonel AtkinsoB. Besides their rawness, and sick­
liness, they have endured fatigues equal to a winter 
campaign in the late snows and bad weather, and are 
sadly dispirited and fallen off; but upon this subject I 
must refer you to Colonel Atkinson. 

With these means, what can be accomplished by 
human exertion, I will attempt, with a mind devoted to 
the general objects of the campaign. 

W.HAMPTON. 
To Major General Wilkinson. 

It. copy, JOHN HOOll'lES, Aid-de-Camp. 

H. Q. Plattsburgh, November 12, 1813. 
'"lIlt,""":,,I have the honour to enclose a copy of a letter I 
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have received from General "Vilkin~on, and of my reply" 
The forage at Chataugay had been nearl,Y conSU'ille~ 
before the expedition dovl'll the river; and III the return 
of the army, enough only could be fQund to' subsist the 
horses and teams twO' or three da, s. All aCCQunts con­
curred in the report, that General W"ilkinsO'n had not 
comnwnced his Qperations against Kingston; and that 
nO' descent down the riPf was intended. Hence, the 
necessity fO'r sending off the cavalry, artillery, and 
prQvisiO'n teams to Plattsburgh fQr subsistence; and 
hence alsO', the impossibility Qf a junctiQn at St. Regis 
with mO're provisiO'ns than must have been cO'nsumed O'n 
the march to that place. General 'VilkinsO'n had nO' 
spare transportation fO'r us; and the junctiO'n WO'uld 
have reduced the stock O'f prO'visiO'ns to' eight O'r ten 
day~, fO'r the whole. The alternative was adopted un~ 
der the impressiO'n of absolute necessity. 

The army has approached on this rQute to' the road" 
leading to Chazy, a few miles from tbe lines, where I 
shall join it to'-night. I can only repeat what I said in 
my letter to General Wilkinson, "that what can be 
accomplished by hllm~n exertion, shall be attempted, to' 
meet the objects of the campaig-o." But I shQuld be 
uncandid not to own, that mall \ circumstances arf> un­
propitious. The force is dropping off by fatigue and 
sickness, to a most alarming extent. My returns yes­
terday report the effectives at a little more than half 
t~eir ori~nal state at Chataugay; and, which is more 
dlscouragmg, the officers, with a few honQurable ex­
ceptions, are sunk as low as the soldiers and endure 
hardship and privation as badly. In a w~rd since the 
show, produced by clothing, mQvements, &c: has WQrn 
off, all ha.ve assumed their native rawness. Fatigue 
and surt:e~lDg fr?m the weather, have deprived them of 
that spmt whIch constituted my best troops. What 
confidence can the best officer (and I have a few sur­
pas'ed by none) feel under such circumstances! It. is 
Pfaillufudl to hold up to' you this picture; but it is tQO' faith~ 
u y rawu. 

The Quart~r Master General has been ordered tc 
procure on hlrej 400 wagons; and I shall attempt to 
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open a communication on the direct route from the town 
of Champlain. Success, llnder the circumstances I 
ha.ve mentioned, must depend upon the efforts and force 
opposed to me. The demonstration, however, can but 
produce a partial good. 

On the route I took, the enemy burnt and consumed 
every thing before him j and this I understood to be his 
general plan. If the same course precede the advance 
of General Wilkinson, and my feeble force should be 
foiled, the consequences are much to be dreaded. But 
the Rubicon is now passed, and all that remains is to 
push for the capitol. I have the honour to be, &c. 

W. HAMPTON. 
General John Armstrong, Secretary of War. 



DISASTROUS EVENTS ON THE NIAGARA, AT THE CLOSE 
OF 1813. 

HAVING followed the movements of the armies of 
Generals ·Wilkinson and Hampton until the close of the 
campaign, it is now necessary to return to Fort George 
and note the disastrous scenes which were exhibited on 
the Niagara, after the departure of the central army. 

Colonel Scott, who had been left in command of Fort 
George with 800 regular troops, remained in garrison 
till the 13th of October, when he marched his troops for 
the mouth of Genesee river, h~ving been relieved by 
General George l\l'Clure, with a body of New-York 
militia. Previous to his departure, however, the British 
army under General Vincent, which had remained in­
active in the neighbourhood of Fort George for a con­
siderable time, broke up its camp and retreated hastily 
on Burlington Heights. This retreat was no doubt 
caused by the news of Proctor's defeat on the Thames. 
This army had suffered excessively from sickness and 
deserti~n. An officer of the 23d U. S. regiment assured 
the wnter that 500 deserters came into Fort George in 
less than three months; and a still greater number 
would have deserted, but for the British Indians who 
were dispersed in the woods to pick up and deter de­
serters. The sick of this army who reached Kino-stOll 
in October, in bOdts, amounted to nearly 1500 me"n.­
Upw.ar?~ of 700. are supposed to have died in camp. :0 facil~tate th~lf. r~treat, the enemy burnt every thing 
III store III the VICllllty of Fort George-3000 blankets 
many hundred stand of anns' also the blankets in th~ 
men's packs, and every articl~ of clothing not in actual 
use. 

On the 24th of Oct b G I H' . B ffi I boer, enera arrIson arrIved at \,p'; Ih ~ wbat.er from Detroit, with the greater part of 
.. r ur s ngade and the detachwent of the United 
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States' rifle regiment under Colonel Smith. He march~ 
ed immediately to Fort George, and commenced prepa­
rations for an expedition against Burlington Heights. 
The arrival of Harrison at Fort George, diffused joy and 
confidence not only among the militia in service at that 
post, but among the whole population of the western 
eounties of New-York. Already numerous parties of 
volunteers were on their march to fight under his or­
ders, when Commodore Chauncey's fleet arrived at 
Niagara with orders from the Secretary of War, for 
General Harrison to embark his troop~ for Sackett's 
Harbour, at that time menaced with an attack from 
Kingston. This order left the General no alternative. 
Thus were all the objects of the campaign blasted, and 
the road pa\-ed for disasters on the Niagara frontier. 
Had Harrison been permitted to have executed his pur­
poses upon the wreck of Vincent's army, no conceivable 
obstacle coulU have prevented the accomplishment of 
his views. Disgust and disappointment soured the pop­
ular mind; the troops at Fort George became discon­
tented, and General M'Clure, after two abortive excur­
sions towards Stony Creek, closed his operations by 
burning the village of N ewark* and re-crossing the 
Niagara. The enemy, emboldened by this movement, 
advanccd from his position at Burlington, to the banks of 
the Niagara. Nor did he neglect to profit from the de­
fenceless state of that frontier. They crossed at the 
Fi \'C Mile Meadows on the 19th of December. A party 
under Coloriel Murry descended the American side of 
the straight, surprised and captured Fort Niagara, which 
they found an easy conquest, either from neglect or trai-

* General M'Clure, in a letter to the Secretary of 'Var, of the 
date of December 10, 1813, thu~ exonerates h,mself from the re­
~l'0nsibility of the measures: 

" The village of Newark is now in flames; the few remainiog 
inhabitants in it,hal'ing been noticed of our intention, were enablea 
to remove their property. The houses were generally vacant long 
before. This step has not been taken without counsel; and' is m 
conformity with the views of your exce1kncy, di~close<l to IDe io a 
former ~ommunication." 
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torous designs. Our men were nearly all asleep in their 
tents; the enemy rushed in and commenced a most 
horrid slaughter. Such as escaped the fray of the onset, 
retired to the old mess-house and fired for some minutes 
on the enemy. It is said that a want of ammunition 
compelled them to surrender. Captain Leonard, who 
had beE'n entrusted with the command of the Fort, was 
at his farm in the vicinity of the place. Popular opin­
ion, not always correct, finds no difficulty in attributing 
the loss of the Fort to treachery in the commanding 
officer. A Court Martial has, however, acquitted him 
from that charge.'*' The gate of the Fort was not left 
open, as has been reported. The enemy obtained the 
watchword from the sentinels, who were surprised. It 
was by this means that they entered the Fort before the 
garrison was apprised of their approach. About eighty 
Americans were bayoneted. Several escaped by leaping 
the pickets; some, after having received two or three 
stabs from a bayonet. No mercy was shown to the sick; 
they were inhumanly slaughtered in their beds. The 
enemy acknowledged only five killed, and three wound­
ed. With the Fort were lost several thousand stand of 
arms, many valuable pieces of cannon, and an immense 
quantity of ammunition. 

"On the same morning, a detachment under Major 
Bennett, stationed at Lewistown Heights, was attacked 
by a pa~ty of savages; but the Major and his little corps, 
by makmg a desperate charge, effected their retreat after 
~~ing nearly s~rrounded, with the loss of six or eight 
j.llled or ta~en '. among whom were two sons of Captaill 
J?nes, IndIan mterpreter for the Six Nations. The 
vlllages of Youngstown, Lewiston, ManchE'ster and 
~he Tu~car~ra villages were reduced to ashes; a~d the 
lll?ffenSlVe mhabitants who could not escape, were, 
wlthout regard to age or sex, inhumanly butchered b 
savages headed by British officers, painted. A British 

~ The \ \-ar Department disclai _ _ 
ment of Loonard to the command ~sF any ,agency Il1 the appomt­
:t r had beeD il(si~nated \0 co 0, ort N Jagara. General POt-
. b. roman" on ~nat fronti~r, 
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officer who was taken prisoner, avowed that many small 
children were murdered by the Indians."* A number 
of sick soldiers confined to their beds at Lewiston, were 
bayoneted, and the houses burnt ol'er their heads; 
several dead bodies were left in the streets to be devour­
ed by hogs and dogs. Dr. Molly, who was not attached 
to the army, but who', from benevolent motives, had 
gone fram Eleven Mile Creek to Lewiston to attend 
the' eick; being a spectator of those horrid scenes, beg­
ged his life, informIng the enemy that he belonged to 
no army. He wa~ answered with reproaches and a 
thrust of a bayonet through bis abdomen, which let out 
a part of his bowels, on which he placed his hand and 
walked six miles, to Fort Niagara, and in fifteen minutes' 
expired·t 

General M'Clure speaks in terms of the highest praise' 
of the conduct of Major Mallory, who was stationed at 
Schlosser, with about lorty Canadian volunteers. He 
advanced to Lewiston Heights and compelled the ad~ 
vanced guard of the enemy to fall back. He fought 
the enemy two days, and contended every inch of ground 
to the Tonnawantacreek. 

General M'Clure had, three days previous to the sur~ 
render of Niagara" left that post for the purpose of call-. 
ing out the militia of the neighbouring counties en 
masse, and providing for the defence of Buffalo and 
Black Rock. 

After the crossing of the enemy, the road from Lew­
iston to Batavia presented an indescribable scene of 
terrour and confusion. Mothers without children, and 
children without mothers; the Indian women and chil­
dren of Tuscarora mixed with the whites, and swelled 
the terrified groupe of fugitives. 

The enemy having desolated the frontier from the 
lake to the falls, re-crossed the straits after leaving a 
garrison in Fort Niagara, and ascended the river 011 the 

* See General M 'Clure's official despatch to the Secretary Qf 
War, dated December 22, 1813-

t Se~ Dr. Jones' atatew.ent, 
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British side in quest of blood and plunder. The news 
of these events having reached Major Gener~l Hall of 
the New-York militia, he hastened to BatavIa ~or the 
purpose of taking measures to protect the frontier and 
repel the enemy in case of a second invasion. He col. 
lected a considerable force from General Wadsworth's 
brigade in Ontario county. At Batavia he met General 
M'Clure with the regular troops, under Major Riddle. 
A corps of 150 infantry under Lieutenant Colonel Law­
rence, and a company of cavalry under Captain Marvin, 
were armed and ordered to join a party of militia col­
lected at Forsyth's, on the Ridge road, fifteen miles 
east of Lewiston. This force, when united, were to 
collect the ammuni~ion scattered on the roads, and act as 
circumstances might require; and if practicable, to 
effcct a junction with the main force at Buffalo. With 
the residue of the militia General Hall proceeded to 
Buffalo, leaving to General l\l'Clure the organization 
and direction of such detachments of volunteers as might 
arri,·e. General Hall, on his arrival at Bnffalo, found a 
numerical force of about 2000 irregulars of various de­
scriptions, artillery, cavalry, infantry, and Indians. On 
the 28th, the General obtained information from a citizen 
who had escaped from Canada, which left no doubt of 
the enemy's intentions. 

The evening of the 29th of December was dark and 
~loomy. The enemy nevertheless crossed the Niagara. 
III boats, the foremost of which landed below Conjokaty 
creek, advanced and took IJossession of the sailor's bat. 
tery, near the mouth of that stream. Some firing took 
place as the enemy reached the shore. Lieutenant 
~ughton who opposed them: had a horse shot under 
hIm . 
. A considerable part of the American force Was sta­
~ned at Black. Rock; but the darkness of the night 
to d tte ~~certalUty at what point the enemy intended 
the~~ee IS £ri~cipal attack, prevented the repulse of 
were m:?: % ~. {SJ la\~ed. Two successive attempts 
thrown into col~f~s~e 1m, but the militia were soon 

General Hall arrivedo~. Bla~k'R~~k ~~~ dB~ffal~~ :,~rh 
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are-enforcement; at the same time a fresh division of 
boats full of British regulars were seen crossing the river 
and bending their course towards the rear of General 
Porter's house. General Hall now ascertained the 
object of the enemy and the disposition of his forces. 
" Their left wing, composed of about 800 regular troops 
and incorporated militia, and from 150 to 200 Indians 
disposed below Conjockaty creek. With this force the 
enemy designed to cover their left, outflank our right, 
and cut off our retreat by the woods. With their cen­
tre, consisting of about 400 Royal Scotts commanded by 
Colonel Gordon, the battle was commenced. The right, 
which was purposely weak, was landed near our main 
battery, under cover of a high bank, and was merely 
calculated to divert our attention from the principal at­
tack. Lieutenant General Drummond commanded the 
whole. General Rial conducted the attack. 

"The enemy's left wing was discovered wheeling 
upon our right, and was attacked by the Indians under 
Colonel Granger, and the Canadian volunteers under 
Colonel Mallory. Colonel M'Mahan's regiment was 
stationed at the battery, in reserve. The attack was 
commenced by a fire from our six pounder under Lieu­
tenant Seely, below General Porter's bouse, and one 24 
pounder and two 12 pounders at tbe battery under Lieu­
tenant Farnum of the 21st U. S. infantry, who acted as 
a volunteer. At the same time tbe enemy opened a 
heavy fire from their batteries on the opposite side of 
the river, of shells, spherical, and hot sbot and ball."* 
Such was tbe order and snch the commencement of the 
battle, if so it deserves to be called. Of 2000 militia 
under General Hall who ought certainly to have repell­
ed an inferiour Britisb force, not more tban 600 could 
be made to face tbe enemy. This number formed 
regularly in line and attacked the enemy in their boats, 
and poured upon tbem a very destructive fire. After 
maintaining their ground for half an hour, opposed to 
veteran and highly disciplined troops, a retreat becaml' 

* See General Hall's lettel to GQvernotlr Tompkins 
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necessary' which soon became a flight. General Hall 
attributes 'the loss of the action to the defection of the 
Indians and the cowardly conduct of the reserve and 
other corps to whom orders had been given to attack the 
right wing of the enemy, which advanced from Con­
jokaty creek. The General estimates tbe enemy's 
loss at not less than 200; his own, at about 30 killed, 
40 wounded, and 69 taken prisoners. The principal 
loss fell upon the fugitive militia, who were overtaken 
in the \"oods and tomahawked by the British Indians. 
" Lieutenant Boughton was among the slain. He was 
a good officer and a valuable citizen. The veteran 
Blakely and his corps were pre-eminently distinguished." 
The General notices the bravery and good couduct of 
Lieutenant Seely, of the militia; Lieuteuants Forman 
and Frasier, of the U. S. infantry; the cavalry under 
Colonel Boughton; the mounted volunteers under Major 
'Warner; and his aids, Majors Hosmer and Norton. 
General Hall, however, admits that it was nDt in hi3 
power to notice all that distinguished themselves. 

The enemy, after obtaining p08ses~ion of the different 
batteries at Black Rock, pursued his march to Bulralo, 
which he immediately plundered and burnt. A woman 
by the name of Lovejoy, who refused to quit her house, 
,,:as tomahawked and burnt with hpr dwelling. The 
dl~ta.nce from Black Rock to Buffalo, is two miles; a 
consIderable part of the road is flanked by woods. Yet 
the enemy were suffered to advance in cfl)lumn without 
{he least annoyance. Oh! that a Croghan or a Holmes 
could have been pr~sent to have diffused courage and 
eon.fidence"what a different :E:sult might have safely been 
nJ?ticlpated. For never did the enemy more expose 
himself to ambush, defeat, and capture· and never 
were the lIIea~s at the disposal of the' ccmmanding 
Gener~l more lUeffectually applied, if we except the 
cD.mpalgu of General Hull. 
" Gelnl~rdal Hb all retired to Eleven Mile Creek where 
... e fa Ie a out 300' , 
tection to th . h . men with whom he afforded pro­
N·. ': lU ~bltants. The enemy re-crossed the 
• Itugth"ra. ·1~lght pieces of artillery fell into their hands 
)11 e fIll It'lry -to . '. l . .. reB "ere pnnclpally remoyed by the> 
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well-timed exertions and zeal of Captain Camp, of the 
Quarter Master's department. 

The enemy burnt two small schooners belonging to 
Perry's squadron, which had been stranded in October 
preceding. 

Great individual losses were sustained. Many in­
dustrious families were reduced to extreme wretched­
ness, and, but for the generous hospitality and active 
benevolence of their fellow citizens in the interiour, 
great numbers would have been in danger of perishing 
by hunger and the rigours of the season. As charity is 
probably as great a virtue as courage, it will not be im­
proper to record a few laudable instances of beneficence. 
Joseph Elicott, Governour Tompkins, Stephen Van 
Nensselaer, and Solomon Southwick, of the State of 
New-York, gave each one hundred dollars. 

12 



tAMPAIGN OF 1814, ON THE NORTHERN FRoNTIER. 

EARLY in February, General Wilkinson evacuated 
his camp at Frpnch Mills. Previous to his leaving it, 
he masked his intentions by ordering a constant march 
of troops from Plattsburgh and Chateaugay to the French 
Mills. * This movement induced the traitorous inhabit­
ants on the lines, and the enemy at Cornwall, to believe 
that the American army meditated an expedition into 
Canada. During the march of troop. to the Mills, the 
roads from thence to Plattsburgh were filled with the 
publick property. 

Thus the General was enabled to send off all the bag­
gage; the torch was applied to the huts, and the boats 
destroyed. The snow was between three and four feet 
deep, and the first night after leaving its encampment, 
the whole army slept upon the snow, without any other 
covering than the heavens. But the contented soldier, 
remindful of the cares which poison the felicity of polit­
i?al.and civil life, enjoys sweeter repose than the fac­
bomst or voluptuary on beds of ~own. 

The enemy afteI'wards cross~ the St. Lawrence on 
a marauding expedition, adfnced to Chateaugay but 
paid dearly for his booty; they lost from the' 89th 
and 1.0?d regiments, about 00 deserters. An Ameri­
can CItIzen who was a prisoner with the British per­
s~aded a whole picket to desert with him. Fiv'e In­
dIans who pursued, were killed by the deserters. 

* A detachment of 200 men dC' A W ' cer of "'re t . f Un er aptall1 , . Odel, an olli-
e a promlse, rom Ballst N Y d gay to the M II Th on,.. was or ered frolR Chateau-

a storm 'l'h' s,. ey performed the march in ten hours lacina 
, Us, In one short d . th ., d . ' '" 

formed a march that would' ay, III e uea of wlDter, was per­
Generals W,'lk" H ' In the (all, have brought the armies of 

mson ao' ampt t '" th b of tbe latter Tbe d' t . on o"e er, ut for the perverseness 
• IS anee IS twenty -four miles. 
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\Vhen the news of the enemy's movement reached 
General Wilkinson at Plattsburgh, himself and most of 
his officers were at a ball. Yet in half an hour after 
the arrival of the news, the whole army were in motion; 
but the British retreated hastily, without waiting to 
measure swords. It is laid that they lost several pieces 
of cannon, by the ice giving way, as they re-passed the 
St. Lawrence. 



SECOND VICTORY ON THE THAMES. 

TOWARDS the latter part of February, Captain 
Holmes, with 180 men, consisting of regulars and Michi­
gan rangers, were detached on an expedition from Detroit 
against Fort Talbot, situated about two days march 
north-east of Malden. From information obtained on 
his marcb, Captain Holmes abandoned his design upon 
Fort Talbot, and directed his march upon Delaware, upon 
the Thames. When arrived within fifteen miles of that 
place, he received intelligence that the enemy, 300 strong, 
were probably within one hour's march of him. Hun­
ger, cold, and disease, had greatly enfeebled his men, 
sixtten of whom had previously been sent back to 
Detroit, as incapable of duty. 

Captain-Holmes immediately retreated five miles, for 
the purpose of a good position, which he found upon 
the western bank of the Twenty Mile Creek The 
enemy made his appearance in small numbers upon the 
opposite heights, the next morning about sunriae. He 
fired a few ineftectual shots, and disappeared. Lieuten­
ant Knox, of the rangers, was sent to reconnoiter; he 
so?n returned, and reported that the enemy had retreated 
WIth great precipitation, leaving his baggage scattered 
upon the road; and that his trail and files made him 
out les~ than seventy men. .ortified at the supposition 
of. haVIng re~rograd~d from this diminutive force, Cap­
taIn Holmes ImmedIately commenced a pursuit· but he 
soon discovered that the enemy's supposed ret:eat was 
only ~ stratagem to draw him from his position; for at 
the ?Istance of five miles, the enemy were met in force, 
and In the ~ct of pr~p.aring for battle. Captain Holmes 
resumed hiS old pOSItIon, and formed in the order of the 
ho~.ow square, to. prevent the neceosity of evolution, 
'': Ich a part of hIS fore.e was incompetent to perform; 
hIS ~orses and baggage in the centre. The militia and 
Indlans"of the en~my. commenced the attack with yells, 
and buoles soundIng In various directions. The Briti~h 
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regulars charged to within twenty paces of the Ameri­
can line, and against a fire that poured death upon their 
front section; those that followed were much thinned 
and wounded; the survivors abandoned the charge and 
attempted to screen themselves in the woods, which 
were not more than thirty paces distant. The enemy's 
hopes were now upon his ammunition. 

Our regulars being uncovered, were ordered to kneel, 
that the brow of the height might partly conceal them 
from the enemy's view. The firing was continued on 
both sides with great vivacity. But, as the British 
regulars charged in column, and our line being extended, 
they derived but very little shelter from the woods; a 
common sized tree was found to afford no safety enm to 
an individual, much less to the squads that often stood 
and breathed their last together. Our militia on the 
other fronts, were protected by logs hastily thrown 
together, and the enemy not charging, the rifle was aim~ 
cd at leisure, and generally with unerring certainty. 

The enemy, after a copious bleeding, and finding his 
numbers constantly diminishing, relinquished tbe attack 
and retreated under cover of twilight. Captaiu Holmes 
did not thirlk it prudent to pursue. The Americans 
lost but two killed, and four wounded; while the enemy 
lost between eighty and ninety, among whom were four 
officers. 

Captain Holmes acknowledges himself much indebted 
to his regular officers, particularly to Lieutenant& Knox, 
Henry, Jackson, and Porter. Eusigns Heard and Mor­
Gan, and Captain Lee of the Michigan dragoons, distin­
guished themselves. In the hottest of the fire, the 
~oldiers wonld frequently exclaim, "Huzza for Ken­
tucky!" Sailing master Darling, of the U. S. schooner 
Somers, served as a volunteer, and was very active; anoth­
er instance that Americans can fight on both element,. 

The enemy's wounded and prisoners were treated 
with great humanity. Though some of our men were 
marching in their stocking feet, they were not permitted 
to take even a shoe from the dead. 

A convoy of 100 head of cattle intended for Burling­
ton, was subsequently taken upon the 'l'hame~. 

12" 



AFFAIR AT LA COLE. 

General Wilkinson to the SecT€tal'Y of TVar. 
Province of Lower Canada, 

Odeltown, March 31, 1814. 
SIR~We have had an afiair with the enemy, in which 

our troops have given him another test of firmness and 
,~dour . 

Pursuant to the designs communicated to you in my 
:a,t, and to accomplish your views if in my power, I 
.:ntered Canada yesterday morning, and was met by the 
'~ilemy near this place, about 11 o'clock, whom we forced 
at every point of attack on the route to La Cole, distant 
S"r·JIll hence, one Ieagne; and from St. Johns, six. )Ve 
reached the former post about 3 o'clock, and found there 
a strong corps in possession of a spacious lofty stone 
mIll, of which I had received some information. An 
eighteen pounder had been ordered forward to effect 
the destruction of this building; but it broke down, 
and after being repaired, the only road of approach 
through a deep forest, was reported to be impracticable 
to a gun of such weight. An opinion prevailed at the 
same time with the chief engineer, Major Totten, found­
ed on intelligence previously received, and Eeveral of 
the best informed officers, that an iroE twelve would 
suffice to make a breach; but after a ,air and tedious 
experiment, at three hundred yards di&tance only it 
was ~ise~vered our battery. could make no impressio~. 

Engadler Generals SmIth and Bissel covered our 
i'i"llS, ~nd Brigadier General Macomb, with a select 
':01 P:', 'ormed the reser~·e. The :nerr.y had been report­
~~, trom a source co?sldered strictly confidential, to be 
2;JOv strong; and Ius first attack of my right, favoured 
the r"port, f~o~ th~ use he made of C\mgreve rocketR 
and other ~ndlcatlOlls of deliberate preparation; the 
corps~ therefore, were held in lllg}, order to receive his 
combllled attack Yet b I' .' h . . : e levIng en t e efficacy of our 
hattery, dIspOSItions bad been made to intercept the 



IIISTORY OF THE LATE WAR. 13~ 

enemy, should he evacuate the post; and to give it the 
utmost eifect, we were obliged to take ground near thl 
margin of the field which encompassed the mill. During 
the cannonade, which was returued with vivacity by the 
enemy's gallies, ([ presume,) several sorties and despe­
rate charges were made from the mill upon our battery, 
which were repulsed with ineredible coolness by the 
covering corps, at the expense of some blood and some 
lives on both sides: it is reported to me, that in the las!. 
charge, a Captain of grenadiers and fifteen men feli 
together; but I cannot vonch for the fact. Finding all 
our attempts to make a breach, unsuccessful, I withdrew 
the battery, ealled in my detachments, and having re­
moved our dead and wounded, and every thing else, fen 
back to this place about 6 o'clock. 

'Where the military corps appears to be universally 
animated by the same sensibilities, where the only com· 
petition is for danger anci glory, individual distinction~ 
,eem improper, except in extraordinary cases, such as 
the conduct of the officers who commanded our battery 
yesterday. Captain M'Pherson, of the light artillery, 
(my military Secretary,) impelled by the noble spirit 
which marks llis whole character, asked permission to 
take part in the operation of the day with his proper 
arm; he was indulged, and being first for command, 
took charge of the pieces which followed the advance 
and formed our battery, in which he was seconded by 
Lieutenants Larrabee and Sheldon. On opening hi, 
fire he seemed inclined to- the opinion he could make 
an impression on the work, but he soon received a wound 
under the chin, which he tied up with his handkerchief, 
and continued at his piece until a second shot, which 
broke his thigh, brought him to the earth. Larrabee 
had kept his station until shot through the lungs, and 
Sheldon kept up the fire until ordered to retire. The 
conduct of these gentlemen, from the nature of their 
duties, has been so conspicuously gallant as to attract 
the admiratlOn of their brethren in arms, and should (I 
humbly conceive) be distinguished by the executive. 

I have sent forward my wounded, who can bear the 
movement to Plattsburgh or Burlington, and those who 
'~annot, will be provided for in Champlain. 
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I would hold this position until I receive further Of­

tiers, were it not for the difficulty of transporting our 
provisions and the impossibility to cover ~he troops; b~t 
I shall not retire further than Champlalll, whICh Will 
place us twenty-five miles from St. John's, and forty-two 
froll4l\fontreaJ. 

I cannot close this letter without confessing my obli­
gations to my General and field officers, and to my Gen­
eral staff of every grade, for the able and prompt sup­
port I received from them. So small an affair does not 
merit so tedious a detail, but it warrants the remark, 
that it will produce a degree of self confidence, of re­
ciprocal trust, of harmony and friendly attachments in 
this corps, highly beneficial to the service. It is a les­
son of command to the officers, and of obedience t.) the 
soldier, worth a whole year's dlill of empty parades. 

The retn rns of killed rrnd wounded have not yet becn 
furnished, but they will not exceed 80 or 90, including 
a Captain and four subalterns; and this shall be for­
warded to-morrow or next day. 

With great re'peet, &e., 
JA. WILKINSON. 

The Honourable Secretary at TVar. 

Lieutenants Green, Parker, ~nd Kerr, and Sergeant 
Childs, were among the wounded. The Commander 
in Chief exposed his person to the hottest of the ene­
my's fire. 

The moycme~t not proving successful, it has been 
censured as ,~ntlmed and injudicioudy conducted. In 
a letl~r to ~ inen?, d~tcd April 9th, 1814, the General 
cxplallls h?s motl'd'S m the following- words: "Th'lt 
upon hearmg ?f General Brown's rnarcll to the ,Ycst­
wa~,(:.' a:~(~ havI~g asc~rtained that thc enemy continued 
to "l: ~ n~tn,:r~ hiS garnson ?pon Lake Ontario, as late as 
the I Ill! 01 .IIarch, Oil winch day up,yards of one thou­
sand ll",n pil"scd up bv Ham;lton on tIl ~t L . I b" . " e oJ. U1\rencc. n com llJUllon of other motl"'es 11' I 

d I I , , equa Y Important 
mol c t Ie ate mcursion into Lowcl' Ca . d ' 
enllli\, in fear nearer hom na a, t? ~~t tl~c 
t"','Ol1f of Ma' -G 'I c, and thus effect a diVISIOn III 

JOT cnera Brown's operatiOlls, whether 
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otrensive or defensive; and if I am not deceived by a 
concurrence of information, the movement has had the 
effect to draw the whole of the enemy's force in Lower 
Canada to the vicinity of St. John's, including a corps 
of Glengarians, who were stationed on the St. Law­
rence, at Cateau de Lac." 



UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT OF THE ENEMY TO DESTROY 
THE SUPERIOUR BUILDING AT SACKET'S HAllBOUR. 

ON the night of the 25th of April, two of Commodore 
Chauncey's guard boats fell in with three of the ene­
my's boats in the bay formed by Black River. Lieu­
tenant Dudley, who discovered them~ hailed, and was 
answered" guard boats;" this, however, not being sat­
isfactory, he repeated the hail, and was not answered. 
Finding the strange boats were attempting to cut him oft' 
from the shore, he fired upon them; the enemy escaped, 
and the guard boats returned to the fleet. The next 
day, Commodore Chauncey caused both shores of Chau­
mont bay to be examined, to see if the enemy had not 
secreted himself in some of the small creeks. Nothing, 
however, was discovered but six barrels of powder, 
found in the water near the shore where our guard boats 
fired on them. These barrels were all slung in such a 
marmer that one man could take two across his shoulder 
and carry them; each barrel had a hole bored in the 
head, of about one inch diameter, with a wooden plug in 
it. These barrels were evidently fitted for blowing up 
the Superiour, then on the stocks, by placing them un­
der the ship's bottom, and were thrown overboard for 
~he do~ble p~rpose of facilitating escape, and prevent­
mg accident III case of close action. 

The discovery of the enemy's intentions in this in­
stance, may prevent future meditated mischief. 

The United States' ship Superiour, was launched at 
S~cket's H~rbour, on th~ morning of the first of May, 
Without accident. She IS an uncommon beautiful ship 
~nd could mount 64 guns if necessary. She was built 
m the short space of eighty days. The Jones and Jef­
fer~on, t,~o brigs of 500 tons 'and 22 guns each, were 
bUilt dunng the same period. All this was done during 
the ~ost unfavoura?le part of the season, upon a remote 
frontle:, where ~llderness still maintains its empire. 
W~at IS. not Ahmencan genius and enterprise capable of 
perJormmg w en properly directed? 



ATTACK ON OSWEGO. 

OSWEGO Fort"' stands on the right bank of the 
river of the same name, at its entrance into Lake Onta­
rio. The site i~ elevated, and the prospect beautiful j 

but since its delivery to the Americans in 1796, has 
been suffered to go to decay. When attacked by the 
enemy on the 6th of May, 1814, there were but five 
pieces of cannon in the fort, three of which had lost 
their trunnions. 

The enemy made the attack with a force estimated at 
2000. Colonel Mitchell, who defended the fort, had 
but 200 effective men. The odds was fearful, but valor 
and skill supplied the place of numbers, and compelled 
the enemy to purchase a dear bought victory. 

The British made their appearance in four large ships, 
three brigs, and a number of gun, and other boats. Col­
onel Mitchell, had artfully pitched his spare tents on the 
village side of the river, thereby inducing the enemy to 
attack, where, from appearances, they expected the least 
resistance. 

" About one o'clock on the 5th, the fleet approached. 
Fifteen boats, large, and crowded with troops, at a given 
signal, moved slowly to the shore. These were preced­
ed by gun boats, sent to rake the woods and cover the 
Janding, while the larger vessels opened a fire upon the 
fort. As soon as the debarking boats got within range 
of our shot, Captain Boyle and Lieutenant Legate open­
ed a very successful fire and compelled them twice to 
retire. They at length returned to their ships, and the 
whole stood off from shore for better anchorage."t 
Several of their boats were so perforated that they were 

" This fort was taken by the French, under the celebrated Montcalm, 
in 1756. It had then a garri,on of HiOO men-21 pieces of cannon, 14 
mortars, large stores, 2 sloops, and 200 boats. It sustained a siege of 
ollly two days. 

t See Col. Mitchell's official statement. 



144 HISTORY OF TIlE LATE WAR. 

abandoned; one of which was 60 feet long, had three 
sails, and could accommodate 150 men. She had re­
ceived a shot through her bow, and was nearly filled 
with water. 

The troops of the fort lay upon their arms during the 
night. At daybreak, on the 6th, the fleet again appear­
ed bearing up under easy sail. The heavy ships took 
position directly against the fort and batteries, and for 
three hours kept up r. heavy fire of grape, &c. Finding 
that the enemy had effected a landing, Colonel Mitchell 
withdrew his small disposable force to the rear of the 
fort, and with Captains Romeyn and Melvin's compan­
ies met the advancing British columns, while the other 
companies attacked their flanks. Lieutenant Pearce 
of the navy and some seamen joined and fought with 
their characteristick bravery. Colonel Mitchell main­
tained his ground for thirty minutes, when he retreated. 
He halted at the di~talice of four hundred yards from 
the fort. 

The enemy landed 600 of De Watteville's rt::giment, 
600 marines, two companies of Glengarians, and 350 
seamen. General Drummond commanded the land 
forces. They burnt the old barracks, and evacuated the 
fort on the morning of the 7th. The British, according 
to their own statement, lost 19 killed and 75 wounded. 
Our loss was 6 killed and 38 wounded. 

Lie~tenant Blan~y, a young man of great pJOmise, 
was kIlled Captam Boyle, and the subalterns Legate 
TII'l'omb, Ansart, King, Robb, Carle M'Clintock and 
N k· k' " . ~w "If·, are noticed for conspicuous bravery in the of-
IJ('lal account. 



BRILLlA.NT AFFAIR AT SANDY CREEK. 

ON the 30th of May, Major Appling, with 120 rifle­
men and a small number of Oneida warriours, was de­
tached to protect the cannon and naval stores collected 
at Oswego, destined for Commodore Chauncey's fleet. 
They embarked on board a flotilla of boats in charge of 
Captain Woolsey of the navy. Arrived at the mouth 
of Sandy Creek, and apprehending an attack from the 
enemy who were in sight, Major Appling placed his men 
in ambush in the woods on each side of the creek, a 
little below where Captain Woolsey'S boats were moored, 
and at a place where the stream was narrow and shoal. 
He then sent a few militia with orders to make a show 
of resistance whenever the enemy should attempt to 
land. The trap was artfully set; the game was soon 
caught. The militia retreated on the first fire, pursued 
by the enemy, who expected an easy conquest of the 
boats; elated with their supposed triumph over the 
militia, they advanced up the creek and passed the 
ambuscade without perceiving it. At a given signal, 
the work of death commenced. A battery of four field 
pieces opened upon them in front, while the Indians and 
riJ:iemen attacked them in rear. 

The fire of the riflemen and Indians was too severe 
to be long resisted. In twenty minutes the whole party 
surrendered. Thirteen of the enemy were killed, 28 
wounded, and 133 prisoners, together with two heavy 
boats and three barges, some of which carried large 
pieces of ordnance. 

Not an American was hurt. The officers under Major 
Appling were Lieutenants M'Intosh, Calhoun, M'Far­
land, Armstrong, and Smith, and Ensign Austin; all of 
whom have distinguished themselves on various occa­
_~iOOG, 

13 



DEATY OF COLONEL FORSYTH. 

T HIS courageous and enterprising officer fell in a 
skirillish near Odeltown, on the 28th of June. He had 
been eugaged by General Smith to attempt to draw the 
en~my into an ambush, by offering him battle and keep­
ing up a retreating fire until his object should be effected. 
When within a proper distance of the enemy, the Colo­
nel detached a Lieutenant and eighteen men to fire on 
him and draw him into an ambuscade. The plan suc­
ceeded. The enemy followed the eighteen riiiemen to 
the boundary line, where Colonel Forsyth and the resi­
due of his debchment hall remained. It is stated in the 
ofiicial account of this afiair, that the Colonel had orders 
to fall still farther back; but that instead of corr, ;JJ.I ill)!; 

with his orders, he directed his men to make a ~L'Dd; 
and total1y regardless of persollal danger, he attacked 
the enemy, exp0s',ng his person in full view at the dis­
tance of only ,;x,,,en rods; being in uniform, he was 
soon shot ,lown by two Ldmns wbo had concealed them­
selves in the bushes. Hi, last words were "Rush on 
my ~oys,,, ~vhich he eXp'ressed immedhtely on Lolling: 
He ,UrV1Yeu but a tew IllIDutes . 

. Colonel F~f.lyth w~" a native of North Carolina; a 
bac,lflor, }nu posse"ed of handso,me property. His 
m:n, to,\\.IO.U he ,,"d', ahyays attentive, repaid his care 
wIth stnet obedien::e and the warmest attachment. 

The fo~lowing all"{"~01,' is given as authentick: On 
a r:conn,olkfln g exeursion near Odeltowll, a party of the 
en_my snow~d \11~nb~'l\L'i; Colonel Forsyth gave orders 
to fir~, :vlllch was Im:rlcdiately done' but observing 
{.Jln~:l0fd h~s ~en to take ,:lelter b""hind ; fence while he 
(let'" hIS pIece the C I I . 

the t ' I' " 0 one peremptonlv commanded 
remo 11l0' soldier to d' 

wh'l h t"" come an stond beiliud him 
l'f'./,~. e per ormed.that part of his duty. It is unne~ 

. "l ! to add, that It produced the intended effect. 



CAPTURE OF .A. BRITISH FLOTILL.A. ON L.A.~E ONTARIO. 

ON the 2d of October, Commodore Chauncey again 
proceeded in quest of the British fleet. He discovered 
them steering a course for Niagara, with studding sails, 
and all sails set, the wind being from the south and 
westward. The Commodore made all sail in chase, but 
as soon as his vessels were discovered by the British, 
they took in studding sails and hauled upon the wind to 
the westward, and made all sail from the Americans. 
The wind being light all day, little progress was made 
against the current. By sun-down the British were off 
Twenty Mile Creek, and had got a considerable distance 
from the Americans. At day-light, the British were 
perceived to be at anchor; but as soon as they saw the 
American squadron, they weighed, and made all sail to 
the west. The "rind was from the ~;outt to south-west, 
and squally. The American Commodore li.acle all :;ail 
in chase, and contmued it the whole day. At sun-down, 
the British could scarcely be perceived from the mast. 
head of the American vessels. 

On the following morning, the Brit.ish fled were out 
of sight. Commodore Chauncey then steered for the 
Ducks, with a view of intercepting the British fleet on 
its return, should it have gone down the lake. The 
wind increased to a strong gale from the northward and 
westward, and continued d'Jrin[; the whole day. 

At 3 o'clock in the afternoon of the 5th of October, 
seven sail were discovered near the False Ducks. Sail 
was immediately made in chase, by the American Com­
modore, who took them for the British /leet. But, in 
the course of an hour, he ascertained them to be sloops 
and schooners. Signal was made by the Commodore, 
for the Sylph and Lady of the Lake to ca:st off the ves­
sels they had in tow, and chase N. E. Soon after this, 
the British Ivere observed separating on different tacks. 

The Gov~rnour Tompkins WltS now ca~t oil' by the 
Pike, and the Commodore made all sail in chase with 
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her, having left the American squadron in charge of 
Captain Crane. At 5 o'clock in the afternoon, the 
British set fire to one of their gun vessels which did not 
,ail well, after taking out her crew. At sun-down, and 
opposite the Real Ducks, the Hamilton, Confiance,* and 
Mary Ann, struck to the Americans. The Sylph soon 
after captured the Drummond. The Lady Gore ran 
into the Ducks, but the Sylph being left to watch her, 
she was captured early the next morning. The only 
British vessel that escaped, was the Enterprise, a small 
schooner. The British vessels captured, were gun ves­
::cls, mounting from one to three guns each. They 
were transporting troops to Kingston. The number of 
prisoners amounted to 264, of whom 222 were soldiers. 
The American fieet, immediately after this affair, return­
ed to Sacket's Harbour. 

* The Hamilton and Confianc. had not lone- been captured from 
the AmerIcans, as already related; and had been, in the American 
~ervice, called the Growler and lulia. 



OPERATIONS ON THE NIAGAR.A. IN 1814. 

~J\.S early as the middle of March, General Brown 
made a movement with a part of his division, from 
Sacket's Harbour westwardly, as far as Onondaga, but 
suddenly re-traced his steps. 

General Scott arriv<;d at Buffalo in April, collected 
troops, and formed a camp of instruction. A biographer 
of General Scott informs us, that" in this camp were 
taught those tacticks which gave to our army an accuracy 
and celerity of movement, which had never been dis­
played Oll this continent, either by British or American 
troop~. The French Tactique of the battalion and the 
line was adopted. Without regard to rank, all the offi1 
cers were rigorously drilled by the Commanding GeneftiI 
in person; these th;;n instructed the ran:{ and file; 
companies were then formed and subjected to the same 
process; next, battalions, which were also instructed by 
General Scott in person; and finally, the troops were 
carried through the evolutions of the brigade and the 
line, with the same strict "ttention to science and method. 
For two months and a h~.Jf, these exercises were con­
tinued from seven to nine hours in a day. The effect 
was astonishing. Four full battaliolls were brought to 
advance in brigade line, one thousand paces in quick 
time, in accurate allignment. The same line was made 
to chang~ front perpendicular, on a central point, in three 
minutes and a half. During this period of discipline 
and instruction, the army was perfectly organized; and 
by the unwearied exertions and example of the Com­
manding General, th", strictest routine and discipline 
was established throughout the whole." 

In June, General Brown arrived at Buftalo and as­
sumed the command of the army, which had increased 
by fe-enforcements from various parts of the Union, to 
3000 men in round numbers. 

The passage of Niagara and the capture of Fort Erie, 
wa.~ ac('om'p1ishf.'d on the 3d of July, without loss. The 

13<t-
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brigade of General Scott landed nearly a mile below the 
fort; and that of General Ripley, about the same dis­
tance above. A battery of long 18's was placed in a 
position which commanded the fort, and induced the 
enemy to surrender it, in which were found six pieces 
of cannon, and 137 prisoners under Major Burke. 



BATTLE OF ClUPPEWli. 

FROM Fort Erie the American army moved immedi­
ately upon Chippeway; General Scott's brigade was iu 
the advance and took up a position within three quarters 
of a mile of the enemy, encamped behind the Chippe­
way, a deep, still stream, which runs into the Niagara, 
nearly at right angles, three miles above the falls. 
General Brown arrived with General Ripley's brigade 
about midnight. General P. B. Porter, with the New­
York and Pennsylvania volunteers, and Seneca wac­
riOUIS arrived about sunrise on the morning of the 5th. 

" The battle of Chippeway has been desccibed as one 
Gf the most brilliant spectacles that could well be con­
ceived. The day was clear and bright; the sun still 
high in the heavens. The plain was such as might have 
been selected for a parade, or a tournament; the troops 
on both sides, though not numerous, admirably disci­
plined; the Generals leading on their columns in per­
lion, the glitter of the arms in the sun, and the precision 
and exactness of every movement, were all calculated 
to carry the mind back to ancient story or poetry; to 
the plains of Latium, or of Troy, and all those recollec­
tions which fill the imagination with images of personal 
lleroism and romantick valour.",*, 
. The two armies being encamped within Cannon shot 

distance, the morning of the 5th was consumed in skix:­
mishing. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon, General Porter com" 
menced a circuitous movement on the left, which he 
concealed from the enemy until he had nearly reached 
the. Chippeway. He met and drove back the light par­
ties of the enemy, and soon found his progress stopped 

......... ' .. .. !!'h= 

,. ~ee AIla.l~ctick ~agazioe. 
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by their whole column, advancing in order of battle i 
but he engaged them with unshaken resolution. 

From the cloud of dust rising, and the heavy firing, 
General Brown very justly concluded that the entire 
force of the enemy were in march, and prepared for ac­
tion, whereupon, he immediately ordered General Scott 
to advance with his brigade, and Towson's artillery, and 
meet them on the intervening plain. General Scott ad­
vanced with promptitude. In the meanwhile, General 
Porter's command had given way in spite of the person­
al gallantry and exertions of this distinguished officer. 
Captain Harris, with his dragoons, was directed to stop 
the fugitives behind the ravine, fronting the Aillerican 
camp. General Ripley, was ordered to advance with 
the .21st regiment which formed part of the reserve, 
pass to the left on the route taken hy Porter, skirt the 
woods, so as to keep out of view, and fall upon the rear 
of the enemy's right flank. This movement was 
promptly .:..~de; but the alacrity with which Scott's 
brigac;2 marched to combat, and an equal eagerness with 
which the enemy sought the rencounter, accelerated 
the action and its results, and prevented the co-opera­
tion of the other corps of the army. 

" Of the three battalions of infantry, composing the 
first brigade, the first consisted of the 9th, and a detach­
ment from the 22d regiment, under command of Major 
Leavenworth. The second battalion, or the lIth regi­
ment, ''',IS gallantly conducted towards its place, in or­
der of battle, by Colonel CampbelL who, being early 
wounded, was succeeded by lV~ajor M'Niel. Major 
Jessup f:ommanded the 25th regIment or the remaining 
battal~on of the brigade. Of these three excellent offi­
cers? It. would be difficult to say which was the most 
mentonoUB, or most conspicuously engaged."" 

l\IaJ?r Jessup was detached to the left to turn the ene­
:y'~ ngh\wing. His command contributed much to 

d
e gh':nera success of the day: he had a horse shot UIl­

er 1m. 

"" '=-ee Cent ~, c:.(' 11' 
~ ., _'e<. ~_o ,report Qf tbe battle of Chippewa. 



HISTORY OF Tlh LA. TE WAR. 153 

The other two battalions with an enlarged interval 
between them, received the enemy in open plain; that 
under Major Leavenworth, paraded to the attack; that 
under Major M'Niel, with its left wing thrown fon~ard 
to take the enemy in front and flank at the same tIme. 
Captain Towson, who commenced the fire before the 
troops were in order of battle, immediately after ad­
vanced to the front of the extreme right with three 
pieces of artillery, and took post on the river. Majors 
Leavenworth, and M'Niel, made prompt diIJpositions to 
receive the charge. The fire of the corps, including 
the artillery, produced a prodigious effect upon the ene­
my's ranks. That of Major M'Niel, was the most ef­
fective from the oblique position which his corps judi­
ciously occupied. The enemy's batteries ,,-ere also ad­
mirably served j to the fire of which all our troops were 
exposed, and that of Major Leavenworth more particu. 
lady. The canonade did not prevent the latter from 
preserving his corps in the most excellent order, io.t all 
times prepared, to advance or to fire, to give, or to receive 
the charge. 

At the crisis of the action, "Major Jessup, command­
ing the left flank battalion, finding himself presserl in 
front and in flank, and his men falling fast around him, 
ordered his battalion to "Support arms and advance j" 
the order was most promptly obeyed, amidst the most 
deadly and destructive fire. He gained a more secure 
position, and returned upon the enemy so galling a dis­
charge as caused them to retire. At this critical juncture, 
Captain Towson had silenced the enemy's most effective 
batt~ry. by blowing up an ammunition wagon, which 
produced great confusion. Turning next a heavy dis­
charge of ca.ni~ter upon their infantry, now nearly in 
contact with our lint', advancing to charge; the enemy 
could not long sustain this accumulation of fiee, they 
broke and fled to their strong works, beyond the Chip­
peway; as soon ai they reached the sloping ground, de­
scending towards the Chippeway Creek, tht!y broke in 
confusion, and ran to gain the bridge. Our troops pres­
sed upon the fugitives, until checked by the gUllS dis> 
charged (rom the Britilih lVorks, 
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The American loss was 60 killed, 316 wounded,' and 
19 missing.-Total, 3115. *' 

The British 10SB, according to their own statement, 
was 148 killed, 320 wounded, and 44 missing.-Total, 
514. 

Five hundred British muskets were picked up the day 
after the action, upon the field of battle. 

Major-General Riall had, in his front line, 1,700 men, 
all regular troops, supported by the 8th regiment, 400 
strong. The 100th regiment, which was on the left of 
the British line, commanded by the Marquis of Twee­
dale, lafe Aid-de-camp to Lord Wellington. brought into 
action 700, aurl paraded the nellt day but 264. The 
other regiments engaged, suffered proportionably. Gen­
er~1 Brown has had in his possession, the most unequiv­
ocal e\'idence of these facts. 

General Porter's command was never engaged after 
their first retreat, consequently, the whole action was 
su~tajned by Scott's brigade, which, including Towion's 
artillery, consisted of but 1300 men fit for duty-150 
were on the different guards and pickets, and therefore, 
not in the action; so that the American force actually 
engagpd, did not exceed 1200 men. 

To the immortal honour of our arms, therefore, it may 
be ~afelJ affirmed, that 1200 Americans, many of them 
raw recruits, under the guidance of the intrepid Scott, 
and equally gallant. Lea~enworth, M'Niel, Jessup, and 
TO\TSOn, defeated, m /mr field fight, 1700 veteran Brit­
ish troops; consistin~ of the Royal Scots the Prince 
Rf>~ent'~, and the King's own, led on and e~couraged by 
the herOick example of General Riall. 

Among the officers noticed for bravery and good con­
duct by General Brown, are General Ripley, from whom 

k .. AfmQn~ the I ,vollnded was enl. Camphell 11th infantry severel)' 
nef' ractllre( 6u'lce dead C K' 2;:) It' 

the abdomen. ' C t apt. mg, :..d do., severely wounded in 
Capt Harrison .JS dRead, 25th do., badly. Besh wound in the thigh. 
the .m<>uld€l. L;eu~ ~mg duty In the 9th regiment. severely, shot in 
and bone fractured . L arran, 11th d~., se,·erely. shot belllw the knee, 
badly, flesh WOUI'd in ;~~t;~)eh\\ Itt~ 2~th do., severely. Lieut. Patchin, 

. '.; L,eut. Bnemball, slighrly. 
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he received every assistance that he gave him an op~ 
portunity ot rendering; General Porter, whose conduct 

, was conspicuously gallant; his own family, consisting 
of Colonel Gardner, Major Jones, and his aids, Austin, 
and Spencer, who yield to none in honourable zeal, in~ 
telligence, and attention to duty-Captain Biddle of the 
artdlt'ry, who brought a wounded man from the field, 
WllO had been abandoned by Captain Treat-Major 
Camp, Deputy Quarter Master General, for great exer~ 
tione, in procuring means for crossing the Niagara, and 
Captain Deliza, of the Ordnance Department, who ren~ 
dered every sen'ice in his power. 

In the report of General Scott, many additional offi­
cers are named: among these is Captain Ketchum, who 
was detached with his company to attack a much supe­
riour force, and who gallantly sustained himself in the 
execution of his orders until relieved by Major Jessup, 
who marched to his support. Captain Harrison was 
struck by a cannon ball which shattered and carried 
away a part of his leg j he nevertheless refused any 
IIssistance from the ranks until the enemy should be 
beaten. "To mention them in order of their rank," 
says the General," Majors Jessup, Leavenworth, and 
Ih'Neil, and Captain Towson, deserve, in my hu,llble 
opinion, every thing which conspicuous skill and gal­
lantry can wish from a grateful counhy." Major Wood 
of the engineers, and Captain Harris of the dragoons, 
could not be restrained from joining during the action; 
the latter had a horse shot under him. Captain Crooker 
particularly distinguished himself in a skirmish on the 
4th. Major Hindman, Captains Hull and Ritchie, 
Lieutenants Campbell, Randolph, and Smuck, are also 
noticed for their bravery. 

The victorious army remained four days near the 
battle ground, and then took up its line of march for 
Queenstown. The enemy but feebly opposed the p8S­
sage of the Chippeway. General Riall, with the Brit­
ish forces, fell back to the Twelve Mile Creek, and 
threw a part of his troops into Fort George. The 
American army advanced to within three miles of the 
lake. Gelleral P. B. Porter reconnoitered the fort and 
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offered battle to the enemy, who declined leaving their 
defences to risk the doubtful issue of a fight, when they 
were well informed that the maiD army, under General 
Brown, was at hand. 

It would appear from the correspondence between 
General Brown and Commodore Chauncey, that a prompt 
co-operation of the fleet with the land forces, was ex­
pected by the General. Whether he had just grounds 
for this expectation, or not, no aid was afforded; and 
the reader will, with the documents before him, make 
his own comments, and draw his own inferences. 

Copy of a letter from ~lIfajor General Brown to Commodore 
Chauncey-dated 

H. Q. Queenstown, July 13, 1814. 
My DEAR SIR, 

I arrived at this place on the lOth, as I assured you 
that with the blessing of God I would. All accounts 
agree that the force of the enemy in Kingston, is very 
light. Meet me on the lake shore north of Fort George 
with your fleet, and we will be able, I have no doubt, to 
settle a plan of operation that will break the power of 
the enemy in Upper Canada, and that in the course of 
a short time. At all events, let me hear from you; I 
h.ave looked for your fleet with the greatest anxiety, 
Slllce th~ 10th. I do not doubt my ability to meet the 
el!emy III the field, and to march in any direction over 
hIS c?untry, your fleet carrying for me the necessary 
supplIes. We ~an threate.n Forts George and Niagara, 
and carry Burllllgton HeIghts and York and proceed 
rlirectly to Kingston and carry that place: For God's 
s~ke let me see yo~; ~ir James will not fight, two of 
hIS vessels are now III NIagara river. 

If you. conclu.de to meet me at the head of the lake, 
and that ImmedIately, have the goodness to bring the 
guns and troops that I have ordered from the Harbour. 
~~ ~l\ events, have the politeness to let me know what 
:;\1 Tham t? expect from the fleet on Lake Ontario. 

ere IS not a doubt t" . 
b t res lllg III my mllld but we have 

e ween us the comm d fill' UPPPT Can d . h' an 0 su JClent means to conquer 
- a a WIt m two months, if there is a prompt 



HISTORY OF THE LATE WAR. 157 

:<n1 zealous co-operation, and a vigorous application of 
these means; now is our time, before the enemy can be 
greatly re-enforced. 

JACOB BROWN. 
Commodore Chauncey. 

Copy of a letter from Commodore Chauncey to ~Major 
General Brown-dated 

U. S. Ship Supel'iour, off Kingston, Aug. 10, 1814. 
SIR-Your letter of the 13th ult. was received by 

me en a sick bed, hardly able to hear it read, and en­
tirely unfit to reply to it. I, however, requested General 
Gaines to acquaint you with my situation; the probable 
tim" of the fleet's sailing, and my views of the extent 
of its co operation with the army. 

From the tenour of your letter, it would appear that 
you had calculated upon the co-operation of the fleet. 
You cannot surely have forgotten the conversation we 
held on the subject at Sacket's Harbour, previous to 
your departure for Niagara. I then professed to feel it 
my duty as well as inclination, to afford every assistance 
in my power to the army, and to co-operate with it when­
ever it could be done without loosing sight of this great 
obiect, for the attainment of which this tleet has been 
created-to wit: the capture or destruction of the ene­
my's tleet. But I then distinctly stated to you, that this 
was a primary object, and would be first attempted; 
and that you must not expect the fleet at the head of the 
lake, unless that of the enemy should induce us to fol­
low him there. 

I will uot suffer myself to believe that this conversa­
tion was misunderstood, or has since been forgotten. 
How then shall I account for the intimation thrown out 
to the publick in your despatch to the Secretary of War, 
that you expected the tleet to co-operate with you? 
Was it friendly, or just, or honourable, not only to fur­
nish an opening to the publick, but thus to assi~t 'hem 
to infer that I have pledged myself to meet you Oll a 
particular day, at the head of the lake, for the purpose 
of co-operation? and in case of disaster to your army, 
thns to turn their resentment from you, who are aIoU" 

14 
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responsible, upon me, who could not by any possibility 
have prevented or retarded even your discomfiture? 
You well know, Sir, that the Heet could not have ren­
dered you the least service during your late incursion 
upon Upper Canada. You have not been able to ap­
proach Llike Ontario on any point nearer than Queens­
town, and the enemy were then in possession of all the 
country between that place and the shore of Ontario; 
and tbat I could not even communicate with you without 
making a circuit of seventy or eighty miles. I would 
ask, of what possible use the fleet would have been to 
you, either in threatening or inyading Fort George, when 
the shallowness of the water alone would prevent an 
approach with these ships, within two miles of that fort 
or Niagara? To pretend that the fleet could render 
the least assistance in your projected capture of Burling­
ton Heights on your route to Kingston, is still more ro­
mantick; for it is well known that the Heet could not 
approach within nine miles of those Heights. 

That you might find the fieet somewhat of a conven­
ience in the transportation of provisions and stores for 
the u~e of the army, and an agreeable appendage to at­
tend Its marches and counter-marches, I am ready to 
believe. But, Sir, the Secretary of the Navy has hOIl­

oured us with a higher destiny-we are intended to seek 
and to fight the enemy's fieet. This is the great pur­
pose of the government in creating this fleet· and I 
s?-~ll not be di\'erted in my efforts to effectuate it' by any 
Slm~ter attempt to render us subordinate to, or an ap­
pendage of, the army. 

We have one common object in the annoyance defeat 
and dest~uction of the enemy; and I shall alway's cheer~ 
f?lly umte with any military commander in the promo­
tIOn of that object. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

~Tajor General Jacob Brown. 
I. CHAUNCEY. 

While the American army remained in the vicinit 
()f Fort Gt;0rge, the enemy were actiyel en a d'y 
"oncf"lItrutmg their force. The 'l't' y g ge III 

'.' J illl 1 lU were called Otlt 
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-:n masse from Long Point to the bay. of Quinte; ~n 
short, the whole population of the Pemnsula were .m 
requisition. General Riall had been re-enforced wIth 
the garrison of Burlington Heights, 300 strong; and the 
Glengary light infantry from york, 400 ~trong: The 
whole regular force in the Penmsula at thIS penod, has 
been stated at from 10 to 15,000 men. 

In a justificatory pamphlet published by a friend of 
General Ripley, it is said that General ~cott was for 
investing Fort George; that General RIpley made a 
proposition to march on the night of the 14th of July 
with his brigade, :md Towson's and Biddle's artillery to 
attack General Riall at r~vilee, so as to bring him to 
action; and for Generals Scott and Porter to be kept in 
supporting distance; and Colonel Hindman to bring up 
the park of artillery of reserve. 

The reasons General Ripley assigned for this move­
ment were, "that if we moved against Fort George, 
we could not carry it. To think: of storming it, was out 
of the question; and ~ inTe.t it, would be perfectly 
absurd; for we had only our eighteen pounders to be­
siege a place where by dislJlantling Niae;ara, thirty heavy 
pieces could be brought to bear upon us. That if we 
invested Fort George, we should waste a few days) which 
would give the enemy an opportunity to re-enforce from 
Kingston; and if this were allowed them, as we only 
had an effective force of twenty-six or twenty-seven 
hundred men, our movement must resolve itself into a 
retrograde one, for our own security. But on the other 
hand, if we attack Riall, and break him down before he 
could be re-enforced, the Peninsula was within our 
power. This proposition was supported by General 
Porter, Colonel M'Ree, and Colonel Wood. Colonel 
Hindman gave no opinion. Generals Brown and Scotti 
and Colonel Gardner, were opposed to it, and in favour 
of investing Fort George. The movement was made 
on Fort George, the 16th of July; and on the 23d 
without even opening a single trench, the forces retro~ 
graded. T~ey fell back to Chippeway, the 24th; and 
on that evenmg, General Drummond arrived with three 
fresh battalions from Kingston; several battalions of 
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militia were concentrated, and General RiaII, with 11 

force of about 3000 strong, moved fonvard his camp to 
Lundy's Lane." 

In the reconnoisance of Fort George, General John 
Swift, of the N ew-York volunteers, fell by the hand of 
a British soldier. The General, by judicious arrange­
ments, succeeded with a party of volunteers in capturing 
without the discharge of a gun, a picket consisting of a 
corporal and five men, one of whom shot the General 
through the breast, after they had surrendered. 

The discharge of the gun aimed at the General, drew 
a patroling party of the enemy to the spot, fifty or sixty 
strong. But the General was not to be restrained by a 
mortal wound; he formed his men, and fell exhau,ted 
at the very moment he saw the cnemy give way. He 
was borne to camp by his men. 

General Swift had served se','en years in the revolu­
tionary \\'ar. Every energy of his soul was consecrated 
to his country. His loss excited general regret. 

The army remained two days before Fort George, and 
then retrograded to Queenstown. General Porter's 
command succeeded in taking several prisoners from 
the enemy's light troops who hovered about the Heights. 

About this time Captain Stone, of the New-York 
volunteers, was dismissed the service by a peremptory 
order of General Brown, for an alledged disobt'dit'nce 
of orders, in permitting or conniving at the burniD<Y of 
the village of St. Davids, by a part of his comma"nd. 
Captain, Stone decl,ared that he had no agency in tbe 
transactIOn-that his men put fire to the houses when h(, 
\YaS not present. 

On the 23d of July, Gt'neral Brown received infor­
mation that the heavy guns which had beeD previously 
o~dered from Sacket's Harbour, to be t'mployed in the 
siege of Forts Georg~ and Niagara, were blockaded in 
that port, toge,ther With a rifle regiment that had been 
ord;red \lp Wi,th th:~; and that no prospect then re­
mal~ed of then arnvmg, he retraced his steps to Chi p_ 
pc"ay and encamped near the battle ground of the 5th, 



BATTLE OF TUE CATARAC'l, 

General BrOW1l's ReprYrt of this Battle, to the &cretar!J 
of War. 

SIR-Confined as I was, and have been, since the lasf 
engagement with the enemy, I fear that the account I 
am about to give, may be less full and satisfactory, than 
under other circumstances it might have been made. I 
particularly fear, that the conduct of the gallant men it 
was my good fortune to lead, will not be noticed in a 
Way due to their fame and the honour of our country. 

You are already apprized that the army had on the 
25th ult. taken a position at Chippeway. About noon of 
that day, Colonel Swift, who wa, posted at Lewiston, 
advised me by express, that the enemy appeared iu 
considerable force in Queenstowll, and on its heights; 
that four of the enemy's fleet had arrived during thc 
preceding night, and were then lying near Fort Niag'lTa, 
ami that a number of boats were in view movil1g up the 
13trait. Within a few minutes after this intelligence 
had been received, I was farther informed by Captain 
Denmon, of the Quarter Master's department, that the 
enemy was landing at Lewiston; and that our baggage 
and stores at Schlosser, and on their way thither, were 
in danger of immediate capture. It is proper here to 
mentiun, that having received advices as late as the 20th 
from General Gaines that our fleet was then in port, and 
the Commodore sick, we ceased to look for co-operation 
from that quarter, and determined to disencumbt:r our­
selves of baggage, and march directly for Burlington 
Heights. To mask this intention, and to draw from 
Schlosser a small supply of provisions, I fell back upon 
(;hippeway. As tbis arrangement, under the incre~scd 
force of the enemy, left much at hazard on our side 0f 
the Niagara; and as it appeared by the before stated in­
formation, that the enemy was about avail himself of it, 
I c,onqeived that the tuost effectual method of rc~alliDg 

14"" 
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him from this object, was to put mysel! in motion 
towards Queenstown. General Scott, wIth the first 
brigade Towson's artillery, and all the dragoons and 
mounted men, were accordingly put in march on the 
road leading thither, with orders to report if the enemy 
appeared, and to call for assistance, if that was necessa­
ry. On the General's arrival at the Falls, he learned 
that the enemy was in force directly in front; a narrow 
piece of woods alone intercepting his view of them. 
·Waiting only to give this information, he advanced upon 
them. By the time Assistant Adjutant General Jones 
had delivered his message, the action began; and before 
the remaining part of the division had crossed the Chip­
}leway, it became close and general between the ad· 
"anceo. corps. Though General Ripley \Vith the 2d 
brigade, Major Hindman with the corps of artillery, and 
General POlter at the head of hb command, had respect­
ively presseo. forward with ardour, it was not less than 
an hour before they were brought to sustain General 
Scott, during which time his command most skilfully 
and gallantly maintained the conflict. Upon my arrival 
I found that the General had passed the "'ood and en­
gaged the enemy on the Queenstown road and on the 
ground to the left of it, with the 9th, 11th, and 220. 
regiments, and Towson's artillery. The 25th had been 
thrown to the right to be governed by circumstances. 
Apprehendit,g that these corps were much exhausted. 
an.d kno',:ing that they had suffered severely, I detel'~ 
mmed to Interpose a new line with the adYancing troop~ 
~nd thus disengage General Scott and hold his brigulI(: 
m, reserve. Orders were accordingly given to General 
H.lp,ley. ,!,he enemy'~ artillery at this moment occupied 
a hill, wlllch gave him great advantaQ:cs and was the 
l:e~ of the whole position. It was suppo:ted by a line 
of IDfan~ry. ,To secure the victory, it was necessary to 
carry t~IS artIllery, and seize the height. This dut 
wa~ assl~ned to C~loTlell\IiIler, while, to favour its ex/.. 
cu,tlOn, the 1st ~egilnent under the command of Colonel 
NIChola~, was du~cted:o menace and amuse the infantr . 
To my great mortIficatIon, thi" ren-'L.' ::It ~ftpr a dl's he y or I'YO ga' .1 ", - C arge 

, , \ e w~y an" retreated scmc di~t.lnce before it 
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t'Duld be rallied, though it is believed the officers of the 
regiment exerted themselves to shorten thi. distance. 
In the meantime Colonel Miller, without regard to this 
occurrence, advanced steadily and gallantly to his ohject 
and carried the height and the cannon. General Rip­
ley brought up ~he 23d (which had also faultered) to 
his support, and the enemy disappeared from before 
them. The 1st regiment was now brought into line on 
the left of the .21st, and the detachments of the 17th 
and 19th, General Porter occupying, with his command, 
the extreme .left. About this time Colonel Miller car·· 
ried the enemy's cannon. The 25th regiment, under 
;Hajor Jessup, was ,engaged in a more obstinate conflict 
with all that remained to dispute with us the field of 
battle. The Major, as hilS been already stated, had 
been ordered by Gen.eral Scott, at the commencement of 
the action, to take ground to his right. He had suc­
eceded in turning the enemy's left tlanL; had captured, 
by a detachment under Captain Ketchum, General 
Hiall and sundry other officers, and ~howed himself 
again to his own army, in a blaze of fire which defeated 
or destroyed a very superiour force of the cnemy. He 
was ordered to form 011 the right of the 2d regiment. 
The enemy rallying his forces, and as is believed, having 
received re-enforcements, now attempted to drive us 
from our po~ition and regain his artillery. Our line wa., 
unshaken, and the enemy were repulsetl. Two other 
attempts having the same objcct, had the same issue. 
General Scott wa~ again engaged in repelling the former 
of these; and the last I saw of him pn the field of battle, 
he was near the head of his column, and giving to its 
march a dIrection that woull have placed him on the 
onemy's right. It was with great pleasure I saw the 
~ood order and intrepidity of General Porter's volunteers 
flOm the moment of their arrival; but during the last 
charge of the enemy, those qualities were conspicuous. 
Stimulated by the example set them by their gallant 
leader; by Major 'Vood, of the Penns)" lvania corps; by 
Colonel Dobbin, of i~ew-York, and by their officers 
generally, they precipitated themseh'es upon the ene~ 
my's line, and made all the prisoners wJ,:ich. ,yere taken 
1t tb,is poitlt of tht; actio1!l: 



UIS'i'oRY OF TIlE LATE WAlt. 

Havin'" been for some time wounded, and being a. 
good deal exhausted by loss of blood, it became my w!sh 
to deyolve the command on General Scott, and retIre 
from the field j but on inquiry, I had the misfortune to 
learn, that he was disabled by wounds: I therefore 
kept my post, and had the. satisfaction to see the last ef­
fort repulsed. 1 now consIgned the command to Gener­
al Ripley. 

'Yhile retiring from the field, I saw, and felt that tbe 
yictory was complete on our part, if proper measures 
were promptly adopted to secure it. The exhaustion 
of the men, was, hown"er, such as made some refresh­
ment necessary. They particularly required water. I 
myself, was extremely 8ensible of the want of this ne­
((,SS<1[\- article. I therefore believed it proper that Gen­
eral Ripley, and the troops should return to camp, after 
bringing oir the dead, the wounded, and the artillery; 
and in this I saw no difficulty, as the enemy had entire­
ly ceased to act. ';Y;thin an hour after my arrival in 
camp, I was informed that General Ripley had relurued 
without molestation, and in good order. I now sent for 
him, and after gidng him my reasons for the measure I 
was about to adopt, ordered him to put the troops into 
the be:-t possible condition j to give to them the neees3ary 
refreshments; to take with him the piquets and carr:f' 
g?-ards, and e,ery othE'r description of force; to put 
hImself on the field of battle as the day dawned, ana 
there ~o meet, and beat the enemy, if he again appeared. 
!o thIS o~der he made no objection, and I relied upon 
)ts executIOn. It was not executed. I feel most sensi. 
bly how ina~eql~ate ~re my Jilowers in speaking of the 
troops, to do JustIce eIther to their merits, or to my OWIl 

sense of them. U oder abJer direction, they might have 
done more, and better. 

Fr?n~ the.preceding detail, you have new evidence of 
tlle dlst;n~Ulshd gallantry of Generals Scott and Por .. 
ter, cf ,Colonel ~\Iiller, and lIIajor Jessup. ' 

TOf t,!p.lst bngade, the Chief, with his Aid-de-Camp 
\\ orth, hIS lHaJ'or of brigad n S 'tl d 

d f · ~, ml I, an every com-
Ulan er 0 b~ttahon, were wound~d. 

Tb" 2d bnglldc sutTered less; b~t as a brigade, tbeir 
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conduct entitled them to the applause of their country. 
After the eDemy's strong position had been carried by 
the 21st, and the detachments of the 17th and 19th, the 
1st and 25th assumed a new character. They could 
not ao-ain be shaken or dismayed. Major M'Farland, 
of th~ latter, fell nobly at the head of his battalion. 

Under the command of General Porter, the militia 
yolunteers of Pennsyh-ania and New-York, stood un­
dismayed, amidst the hottest fire, and repulsed the vete­
raus opposed to them. The Canadian '-olunteers, com­
manded by Colonel Wilson, are reported by General 
Porter as having merited and receiyed his approbation. 

The corps of artillery, commanded by Major Hindman, 
behaved with its usual gallantry. Captain Towson's 
company, attached to the 1st brigade, was the first and 
last engaged, and during the whole conflict, maintained 
that high character which tIley had preyiously won by 
their skill and their valour. Captains Biddle, and Ritchie 
were both wounded early in the action, but refnsed to 
quit the field. The latter declared that he never would 
leave his piece; and, true to his engagement, fell by its 
side, co,efed with wounds. 

The staff of the army had its peculiar merit and dis­
tinction. Colonel Gardner, Adjutant-General, though 
ill, WilS on horseback, and· did all in his power; his as­
sistant, Major Jones, was ,-ery acti,e and useful. My 
gallant Aids-de-Camp, Austin, and Spencer, had many, 
and critical duties to perform, in the discharge of which, 
the latter fell; I shall ever think of this youug mall 
with pride and regret; regret that his career has 
been so short; pride, that he has been so noble and 
distinguished. The Engineers, Majors Yi'Ree, and 
Wood, were greatly distinguished on this day, and their 
high military talents exerted with great effect; they 
were much under my eye, an{} near my person, and to 
their assistance a great deal is fairly to be ascribed. I 
most earnestly recommend them, as worthy of the high­
est trust and confidence. The Stafr of Generals Ripley 
and Porter, discovered great zeal and attention to duty_ 
Lieutenant E. B. Randolph, of the 20th reO"iment, ib 
entitled to notice, his courage was conspicuou~, 
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I enclose a return of our loss; tbose noted as missing, 
mav aenerally be numbered with the d~ad. The enemy 
had but little opportunity of making prisoners. 

J have the honour to be, sir, &c. &c., 
JACOB BROWN. 

Hon. J. Armstrong, Secretary at lVar. 

Report of the killed, wounded, and missing, ?f tbe Left 
Division of the army, commanded by MaJor-~eneral 
BROWN, in the action of the afternoon and mgbt of 
the 25th July, 1814, at the Falls of Niagara. 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, ( 

FORT ERIE, Julv 30, 1814. 5 
General Staff-wounded, 1 Major-General, 1 Aid-de 

Camp. 
Light Drag:lons-killcd, 1 corporal; wounded, two 

privates. 
Artiller;-killed, 1 Captain, 1 Corporal, 8 privates;. 

wounded, 1 Captain, 2 subalterns, 1 Sergeant, 2 Corpo­
rals, 1 musician, 28 privates; missing, 1 private. 

First, or Brig. Gen. Scott's Brigade. 
Brigade Staff~wounded, 1 Brigadier-General, 1 Aid­

ue-Camp, 1 Brigade Major. 
Ninth bifantry-killed, 1 Captain, 2 subalterns, 1 Ser­

geant, 1 Corporal, 11 privates; wounded, 1 Major, 1 
Quarter-Master, 1 Paymaster, 1 Captain, 5 subalterns, 
7 Sergeants, 5 Corporals, 69 privates; missing, 1 sub­
altern, I Sergeant-1\Iajor, 2 Sergeants, 11 privates. 

Elet'enth Infantry-killed, 1 Captain, 2 Sergeants, 4 
Corporals, 2 privates; wounded, I Major, 1 Captain, 5 
subalterns, 1 Sergeant-Major, 1 chief musician, 7 Ser­
geants, 3 Corporals, 1 musician, 83 privates; missing, 
1 subaltern, 2 privates. 

Tu:enty-second Infantry-killed, 2 sergeants, 1 corporal, 
33 pnYates j wounded, 1 colonel,2 captains, 4 subalterns, 
9 .Se.rgeants, 11 Corporals, 1 musician, 62 privates; 
mlssmg, 3 8~balterns, 2 Sergeants, 12 privates. 

Tw,enIY-fiJth InfantrY-killed, 1 Captain, 1 iiubaltern, 
26 pnvatee; wounded, 1 Major, 1 Adjutant, 1 Quarter­
~Iaster, 1. s~baltern, 6 Sergeants, 6 Corporals, 50 pri. 
\ ates; mlsslDg, 1 Sergeant, 2 Corporals, 19 privates. 
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Sec01Id, CIT Brig. Gen. Ripley's Brigade. 
First Infantry-killed 11 privates; wounded,2 subal· 

terns, 18 privates; missing, 1 Corporal, 1 private. 
21st Infantry-killed,1 subltern, 2 Sergeants, 1 Cor­

poral, 11 privates; wounded 1 captain, 5 subalterns, 1 
Sergeant, 53 privates; missing, 19 privates. 

23d Infantry-killed, 1 Major, 2 Sergeants, 7 pri­
vates; wounded, 1 Captain,6 subalterns, 1 Sergeant, 1 
Corporal, 43 privates; missing, 3 Sergeants, 2 Corpo­
rals, 22 privates. 

Brig. Gen. Porter's Command. 
Brigade Staff-l Brigade Major missing. 
Canadian Volunteers-killed, 1 private; wounded, 2 

privates; missing, 8 privates. 
Pennsylvania Volunteers-killed, 1 Adjutant, 1 Ser­

geant, 9 privates; wounded, 1 Major, ] Quarter-Mas­
ter, 1 subaltern, 21 privates; missing, 1 Captain. 

New-Yorle Voluntee1's-killed, 1 Captain, 1 Corporal, 
2 privates; wounded, 1 Lieutenant-Colonel, 1 subal­
tern, 2 Sergeants, 1 Corporal, 9 privates; missing, 1 
subaltern. 

Grand Total-Killed, 1 Major, ] Adjutant, 5 Cap­
tains, 4 subalterns, 10 Sergeants, 10 Corporals, 140 
privates-Total, 171. 

Wounded, 1 Major-General, 1 Brigadier-General, 2 
Aids-de-Camp, 1 Brigade Major, 1 Colonel, 1 Lieut. 
Colonel, 4 Majors, 1 Adjutant, 3 Quarter·Masters, 1 
Paymaster, 7 Captains, 32 subalterns, 1 Sergeant-Major, 
1 Chief Musician, 34 Sergeants, 29 Corporals, 3 musi­
cians, 449 privates-Total, 572. 

Missing, 1 Brigade Major, 1 Captain, 6 subalterns, 1 
Sergeant-Major,8 Sergeants, 5 Corporals, 95 privates­
Total, 117. 

C. K. GARDNER, Adjutant-GeneraL 
Officers Killed.-Major M'Farland, 23d infantry. 

Captain Ritchie, corps of artillery. Captain Hull, 9th 
infantry. Captain Kinney, 25th do. Captain Good­
rich, lIth do. First Lieutenant Bigelow, 21st do. 
First Lieutenant Turner, 9th do. Second Lieutenant 
.Bl,Irghardt, 9th do. Ensign Hunter, 25th do. Captain 
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Hooper, New-York volunteers. Adjutant Poe, Penn~ 
sylvania volunteers. 

Officers lVounded.-Major.General Brown, severely 
wounded through the thigh and in the side. 

Captain Spencer, Aid to the Major-General, through 
the body, supposed to be mortal. . 

ArtilielY, Captain Biddle, slightly, shot wound III the 
neck and arm. 

Second Lieutenant Campbell, badly, shot through thE' 
leg. 

Second Lieutenant Schmuck, severely. 
First Brigade. 

Brigadicr-General Scott, severely, shoulder fractured 
and wounded in the side. 

Lieutenant J. D. Smith, 6th infantry, Brigade Major, 
badly, through the leg. 

Lieutenant 'Worth, 23d infantry, Aid-de-camp, se­
verely, grape shot in the thigh. 

Ninth infantry, :l\'Iajor Leavcnworth, slightly, contu·· 
sion in the side. 

Captain W. L. Foster, slightly in the shoulder. 
Lieutenant and Paymaster Fowle, slightly in the 

foot. 
Lieutenant and Quarter-Illaster Bro,YDing, slightly, 

in the face. . 
Second Lieutenant Fisher, severely, shot in the head 

and wrist. 
Third Lieutenant Cushman, slightly, in the thigh and 

shoulder. 
Ensign G. Jacobs, severely, shot in the knee. 
Ensign J P. Jacobs, slightly, in the shoulder. 
Ensign Blake, slightly, in the knee. 
El~venth infantry, Major J'tI'Niel, severely, canister 

shot III the knce. 
~aptail~ Briss, badly, shot in the leg 
1< mt LleL~tenant Hall, slightly, shot in the thigh. 
Second LIeutenant Cooper, slightly, contusinu III tIl<: 

breast. 
Thi~d Lieutenant S.tephenson, sligh,ly, in ti,c thigb. 

l~nslgn Bedford, >hghtlv, hurt ill the abdomen J-n- r, 
sp mtcr. - - . 
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Ensign Thompson, (26th, doing duty in the 11th,) 
5everely, shot wound in the side. 

Twenty-second infantry, Colonel Brady, severely, 
shot wound in the side and hip. 

Captain Pentland, severely wounded and a prisoner. 
Captain Foulk, severely, shot wound in the side. 
First Lieutenant Culbertson, severely, shot wound 

in the leg. 
First Lieutenant Ferguson, severely, shot in the hand 

from a canister. 
Second Lieut. Armstrong, dangerously, shot wound 

ill the shoulder. 
Third Lieutenant Bean, slightly shot in the foot. 
Twenty-fifth infantry, Major Jessup, severely, shot 

wounds in the hand and shoulder. 
Lieutenant and Adjutant Shaylor, severely, shot 

wounds in the arm and side. 
Lieut!nant and Qua,.ter-Master M'Glassin, badly, 

shot wound in the shoulder. 
Third Lieutenant Glaffurd, s~verely, shot wound ill 

the hip. 
Second Brigade. 

First infantry, 1st Lieutenant Vasquez, slightly, shot 
in the thigh, and bayoneted in the leg. 

First Lieutenant Bissel, slightly, in the leg. 
Twenty-first infantry, Captain Burbank, severely, 

shoulder fractured. 
First Lieutenant Cilley, severely, thigh fractured. 
Second Lieutenant Fisk, of the 19th attached slight. 

ly, in the breast. ' 
Ensign Jones, slightly, flesh wound in the wrist. 
Ensign Camp, 2d rifle regiment, serving with the regi~ 

ment attached, flesh wound in the ankle. 
Ensign Thoma~, slightly, contusion in the back. 
Twenty-third infantry, Captain Odell, severely shot 

wound in the arm. ' 
First Lieutenant H. 'Whitin6', severely, in the neck. 
Second Lieutenant Ingersoll, slightly, in the foot. 
Second Lieutenant Tappan, slightly, in the head. 
Third Lieutenant Abeal, slightly, in th~ leg. 
T.hird Lieutenant Deidreich, slightly, ill the arm. 

15 
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Third Lieutenant Lamb, severely, in the leg. 
Brig. Gen. Porter's Command. . 

New-York volunteers, Lieutenant Colonel Dobblli j 

slightly, shot in the breast. . 
Lieutenant O'Fling, slightly, spent common shot ID 

the shoulder. 
Pennsylvania volunteers, Major 1Vood? severel~", 

musket shots ill the arm and foot, and brUIsed by hl~ 
horse being shot and falling on him. 

Quarter-l\'laster Maclay, severely, musket shots in the 
head and twice through the leg. 

Lieutenant Dick, severely, shot in the hand. 
Brigadier-General Porter was slightly wounded, but 

rleclined being reported. 
Officers Missmg. 

First Lieutenant Perry, 9th infantry, a prisoner. 
Third Lieutenant 'Vebst~r, lIth do. severely, shot iil 

the head, and ,aken prisoner. 
Lieutenants Sturgis, Reps, and Davidson, 22d infan­

try, sllppo,ed to be killed. 
Volunteers, Brigadier Major Stanton, of New-York, 

taken pri~oller. 
Captain Roberts, of Penns) Ivania, taken prisoner. 
Lieutenant Hunt, of New-York, supposed to be killed. 
No battle of the \\<:1', foerh~ps none in the annals of 

the world can compare with this in the horrour and aw­
ful grandl'Uf of its character. If the great battles of 
Austerlitz, Jean, and Mount St. Jean -surpass that of 
the Catar~ct in the number of the eombatants, and of 
the _,Lull, It must be recollected, that those actions were 
fou:.;h in open day, and by armies forming a line of 
many leagues extent-that in no instance did the de­
f~J>:d party return thp'e several times to the .charO"e 
over the dead bodies of their companions· and this bi~ 
the gloom of n:(~:'t. " 
. Here the conllicting armies closed at the moment the 
hgl~t of Jay wa, )~ieldiug to the empire of darkness 
w hlch ~uYe an lIldlscTibable efleet to the blaze A th~ 
guns, and the terrour" of the fight. In no other action 
e\"er re~orded wa' the loss in -killed and d d 
'~reat III nro f woun e so 
~ , • por JOn to the number ('ng~",("d. Nearly 
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hvo thirds of the American troops were either killed or 
wounded. Almost every officer of distinction was 
wounded. An equal, probably a greater loss, fell on the 
enemy. What a scene of carnage must the battle 
groun"d have presented! No paral1d can be found in 
history, where both parties fought with such determined 
bravery, and suffered such a horrible loss. Of more 
than 2000 Americans who went into battle, not more 
than 700 escaped unhurt. The superiour numbers of 
the enemy enabled them to reuew the attack until our 
troops were diminished to abou t one third of their ori­
giual number. Yet, like a W'111 of granite they remain­
ed immovable amid repeated shocks and surrounding 
horrours, with their feet inundated with the blood of 
their enemies, they waded in gore to victory" In the 
intervals of the charges, darkness veiled the appalling 
spectacle, but their ears were stunned with the cries of 
the wounded and dying, while the tremendous force of 
the cataract shook the astonished earth beneath their 
feet; for it is here that Nature appears in all the majesty 
of her power. Never was human firmness put to so 
severe a trial. 'Where is the cold hearted ingrate that 
can withhold his admiration from such intrepid defend­
ers r Can the Republick tarnish her glory by forgetting 
the services of the heroes of Niagara? 

The official censure of General Ripley's conduct in 
not renewing the action on the morning of the 26th of 
July, which appears in General Brown's statement of 
the battIe, has drawn from the officers* friendly to the 
reputation of General Ripley, a voluminous series of 
letters and statements, in which they llot only exonerate 
him in the most pointed manner, from all blame in the 
transaction, but ascribe to his prudent foresight, bravery, 
and consummate military skill, the salvation of the 

* Among the long lie! of o[Lcer. Who h'lv,; COlllP forward it: de­
Jence (.f General Ripley's military characler. we observe the namES 
of General Miller, Colonels Leavenworth ond Hindman, Major. 
Noon, Foster, Browning, Burbank, Marston. Odell, aod Romayne, 
('aptains CIOIrk, Perry, M'Doflald, &c, 
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wreck o( the army put in jeopardy of total a~~ihi!a~i(JI! 
by the temerity of General Seott and the lDJudlCIOUS 

dispositions of General Brown! . 
In armies, as in courts and politicks, there w11l be 

courtiers and factions; and brave men may be allowed 
to be jealous of military glory, obtained by privations, 
fatigue, and an almost constant exposure of life. The 
best officers may for once endanger the success of a 
battIe by a premature movement and an erroneous im­
pression as to the force or intentions of his enemy. 
Uresar was not always victorious. The great Napoleon 
was fairly foiled in his attempts upon St. Jean d'Acrc; 
and but for the opportune arrival of the immortal Des 
Suix, he would have lost the battle of Marengo. Bulow 
saved Blucher and 'Wellington at Waterloo. A singlp. 
ball sometimes decidts the fate of battles, by prostrating 
the leader of a charge, the succeas of which would have 
determined the victory. 

A correspondent friendly to General Ripley describes 
this memorable battle in these words: 

No battle perhaps in the aunals of the world was 
more obstinately contested, or attended with greater or 
more frightful carnage, according to the number engaged. 
The scales of victory for many hours were doubtfully 
s~spellded; sometimes vibrating on one side, and some­
?mes o~ the other; alternately promising and threaten-
109 to elther p~rty the glory of triumph or the disgrace 
of defeat, until at length the God of battles and the di­
vinity of fortune, crowned our arms with glorious suc­
cess. The American soldiers, flushed with the pride of 
recent triumphs over the boasted conquerors of Europe 
and animated with the spirit of liberty and a love of 
glory- pecu!iar to freemen, distinguished themselves by 
darmg achlevements, worthy the heroes of a Grecian 
band or a Roman legion in the proudest days of those 
republicks, .. T~ey showed to tyrants and to the world, 
h?,,: unavalhng IS the most perfect order of slavish dis­
clphne, opposed to the resistless impetuosity of republi­
~an val?ur. They may venture to assert without the 
Imputation of vanity or weakness, that the heights ot 
Bndgewater) and the plains of Chippeway, will remaiu 
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to the latest posterity, as lasting monuments of humdll 
greattles8 and human glory, as those of Thermopyhe and 
Marathon. Commanders in after ages of our republick 
will refer to them for the most brilhant examples of 
patriotick devotion and heroick achieyement, to rekindle 
the expiring flames of independence, liberty, and glory, 
an the bosoms of their degenerate and disaDimated 
legions. Their bare recital will relume the dying fire 
of patriotism and valour in their languid souls, and 
prompt them to a glorious and successful emulatiOn of 
their fathers. 

The nUlllbGr nnd situation of tlJ.e enemy was not prer 
dsely known upon the day of the engagement, though it 
afterwards appeared that he was about 4000 strong, and 
had advanced to the heights 01' Queenstown. The 
Jiumber of our respective corps was as follows: 

The first brigade, under General Scott, consi!ted of 
about 700 effective men; and the second bngade, under 
General Ripley, amounted to about the same number. 
The volunteers, under General Porter, did not exceed 
500 capable of duty. The number of artillerists and 
dragoons is not precisely ascertained; they probably 
amounted to 200, fi.t for service;. making in the whole, 
a force of 2500 men, rank "nd file. 

Upon the 2.5th, about 6 o'clock, P. M., General Scott, 
with the first brigade, marched from carap, on the high 
road to Fort George, without sending ill advance any 
reconnoitering party of light troops to ascertain the posi­
tion, number, or approach of the enemy, to guard against 
a surprise or to facilitate a retreat to the main body of 
the army, if occasion should require. Whether he 
moved from the order of the Commander, or his own 
inclination, with an expectation of a battle or for parade 
and drill, was unknown in camp at that time. If he 
went out to give the enemy battle agreea!:»y to orders 
why was not our whole disposable force directed to ac~ 
compan! or follow him 2 If the .enttrprise was only for 
ostentation, why was he permitted to jeopardize his 
gallaI!-t band and the whole army, exposing himself to be 
Imrpnsed . ~nd attacked alone. so far from camp by the 
Whole Bnhsh army? These are things yet ~Dvolved in 

15* 
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impenetrable mystery, wb~ch time, the -ctrospective ulld 
prospective expo~n4e.r of events, onfy can reveal. It 
the Commanderlll-ChlCf ordered the monment of 
General Scott, he must be deservedly suspected of mil­
itary incapacity; it he only permitt.-d :t, he must be 
justly considered guilty of notorious imprudcIJcc. If 
General Scott made the rnovem.:nt without orders, he is 
justly chargellble with rashness, or folly, which \\" shall 
see ill the progr()s:; of events, would inevitably have 
!2~~troved the whole army, and biasted the glories of 
the d,{'y, if they had not bee;; fortunately retrieved by 
tbe superiour ability, skill, enterprise, and va:our of 
General Ripley_When General Scott had proCt'eded 
about two miles from camp, he was attacked by the 
whole British forces, by a di~charge of musketry from 
their whole line. Upon this signal, our camp W'tS alarm­
ed, and General Ripley ordered hi~ bIigade to be formed. 
In the meantime the thunder of artillery annoulJced the 
reality, fury, and inequality of the coutest, and excited 
in every bosom the mm,t painful apprehensions for the 
fate of the firf.t bIigade, before we could acr;ve to sup­
pon them. Orders were soon recl'ived from General 
Brown, through Captain Spencer, his Aid, for the second 
brigade to repair to the scene of action, for the relief of 
General Scott's curps, whose rauks were now frightfully 
thinned and reluctantly recoiling from the_'llequal con. 
t~st. . General Ripley instaIJtly obeyed tbe Older by 
liIrectmg us to march; and when we had proceeded to 
witL n half a mile of the field of battle he was ordered 
to fo~m his br}gade in line near the skirt; of a wood to 
the fight of General SC?tt's, an,d advance upon the ene. 
my. B.ut from .the dJiticulty, If not impracticability of 
p~oceedlng ,Ill, llDe through the \leods, he resolved to 
uovauce ''.'lthlU reach of the foe before he formed. 
Although tIll', was taking upon himself a high responsi­
bllity, yet the order was ,;0 absurd that ,le dared to diso­
bey; and the success att':fJu,nO" Lis after movement 
~e ill'l It' 'f'" s, "to ~ cal" 0 JustI y ttie n 'astir" Th ' lous ohoJ:,'!], " ,- ,. ,- - ou,gn a scrupu-

'11' ,- ce l0uIe orders 01 :,11ped()li,'S In an armv is 
genera 7 a "'1',,'0 dut -d' . J "t th . . , y, an a SUIC pledge of nctory 
) <:: e dlC0d!pdeucy or mistake Qf a commander' 
may somrtlIDes allow d . , 

• an reqUIre a partial defectioD from 
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them. It would have been admissible, and even meri~ 
torious for the officers of General Hull, at the capture and 
surrender of Detroit; and seems tolerable, and even 
laudable for General Ripley on this occasion. 

In performing the proposed movement of GenNal 
Ripley, we suffered great annoyance and sustained con· 
siderable loss from the constant and destructive fire of 
the enemy's battery, which was chiefly directed at 
General Scott's mutilated and almost exhausted corps, 
which we were about passing to form in line upon their 
left. 

The enemy's artillery was placed upon an eminence, 
and from its defructive effect upon our advancing col­
umnR, the General was sensible unless they were taken, 
we should be compelled to retire, or be overpowered. 
He accordingly asked Colonel Miller if he could storm 
and take them. The intrepid though modest hero, reo 
plied, " I can try;" an answer truly worthy a Leonidas 
and a Milliades, and shows the striking difiel'ence be­
tween real magnanimity and empty daring. 

At this time General Scott's corps was about a quarter 
of a mile in the rear, ha"ing ceased firing; the Yolun­
teer corps under the command of General Porter, was 
not yet marshalled in the field j and our artillerists and 
dragoons were not then no'r afterwards advantageously 
engaged in the action, on acccunt of the peculiar situa­
tion of the contending armies. 
Agr~ably to the orders of General Ripley, Colonel 

Miller fo~m~9 his regiment directly in front of the bat­
teries, ~a with a quick step advanced to storm and take 
them, under a tremendous fire which supplied the light 
of day, and produced most frightful chasms along his 
line; yet it did not in the least repel, disorder, or check 
the rapid and steady march of the assailants; like the 
Gallick chief and his brave companions at the bridge of 
Lodi, or the Spartan ehief and his chosen band at the 
straits of Thermopylre, they had rfsolved to conquer or 
to die. In the meantime the 23d regiment was ordered 
to move in column to the left, for the purpose of annoy­
ing the enemy in dank. Irrthe execution of this order 
they were pilortially repulsed, hy a Ilischarge of nl1.lsketry 
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from the enemy's right wing; but tbey were soon ra1-
lied by their General in person, and proceeded to attack 
the euemy as tirst directed. By this time the gallant 
~\IiIJer had taken the enemy's batteries, consisting of 
nine pieces of C!lDnOn, and after a stubborn and bloody 
contest, had forced him to abandon his posi~ion. The 
two lines ,,,ere not more than twenty yards dIstant from 
each other, during the transaction. The darkness of 
night was by turns dispelled, and the light of day resum­
ed, by the incessant and tremendous fire of the con­
tending armies. During these operations of the 21st 
regiment, the 23d was attacking tbe enemy's right wing, 
lJ,nd compelled it to fall back with the cwtre. Previous 
to the success of the 23d, the 21st W'as almost over­
powered hy superiour numbers; but at this trying crisis, 
was sea,onably and happily relieved by the arrival of 
the 22d, aud the enemy was completely driven from the 
heights. Soon after, the three regiments were formed 
in line forward of the captured batteries, together with 
200 men of the 1 st regiment, waiting with impatience 
[mother charge of the enemy. A considelable interval 
succeeded, iu which General Ripley and General Brown 
met and conferred together some time. The former 
requested the latter to give orders and provide means 
to remove the captured cannon from the field, which 
seemed to be the principal object of contention, and 
which we shall see in the course of events, induced 
seycral dcsperate charges of the enemy to re-take them. 
Time and means ,,~cre then in our power and ~houJd 
lJa:e been improved. The superfluous l;orses of our 
artillery, and all our volunteer corps might have been 
employed for the purpose. The first were never en. 
gaged in the action, and the last only at the close of the 
engagement. General Brown, however, disreO'arded 
the request at .this time, .and soon after destroy~d the 
means by ~rdenn!( the artIllery horses to camp. And 
those troplll<;S, so dearly "yon and expensively defended, 
finally fell IIlto the hands of the enemy, when we re­
turn~d to 0lur encampment. The exhausted men could 
fot h rag t Jem; and if they could, they had no ropes 
or t c purpo~e. However painful or invidious the task 
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may be, of canvassing the conduct of illustrious men in 
civil or military life, it becomes our duty in recording 
their [l.ctions, for the instruction and advantage of the 
world, impartially to state their capacity and incapacity, 
their virtues and their faults. It serves, like a beacon 
to the mariner, for future statesmen and commanders to 
avoid the rocks and quicksands to which they are ex­
posed. Therefore we cannot avoid the expression of 
our opinion, that General Brown, in this aft'l.ir, is charge­
able with an unpardonable improvidence, if not with 
criminal neglect; and that General Ripley, so often but 
mistakenly blamed in the business, should be acquitted 
of remissness or imprudence. After this interview and 
couference of the two Generals concerning the removal 
of the captured artillery, the battle was soon renewed. 
The 25th regiment of the first brigade, under the com­
mand of the able and gallant Colonel Jessup, joined the 
second brigade, and was formed on the right to flank 
and annoy the enemy in his after attacks; which di&po­
sition was attended with the most brilliant success. 
They not only distressingly annoyed tl,," enemy, but 
succeeded in capturing Major General Riall and agreater 
number of other officer! and men, than was taken during 
the whole conflict. 

The peculiar honour of capturing General RiaIJ, is 
due to Captain Ketchum, which ju~t1y entitles him to 
the attention of his government, and will inevitably 
procure him the just confidence and grateful plaudits of 
his COUll try. 

While the line was thus fonned upon the eminence, 
the enemy advanced and made a most violent charge 
upon our whole force. General Ripley ordered our men 
tQ reserve their fire until the enemy approached within 
reach of our bayonets, and firstly to receive their fire. 
The advautage of distance and light afforded to take 
airr" rendered oUl' vollies more certain and tremendously 
destructive; while the enemy, from the lowness of his 
position in ascending the heights from which he had 
been driven, and the darkness of his view, generally 
fired over our heads. This order of the General wa!'l 
promptly obeyed, and with the most desired success i 
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for after a few discharges in this way, the enemy wa~ 
again routed and compelled to retil'e. An interval of 
Lalf an hour ensued, when the enemy again advanced 
and impetuously attacked our whole line, now extended 
by General Porter's corps of volunteers upon the left, 
and three battalions of General Scott's brigade upon the 
right. The contest was now longer, more stubbo.rn, 
hud attended with greater carnage; but by observmg 
the precautions adopted in the last charge, it terminated 
in the entire discomfiture and retreat of the enemy. 
Our right and left were partially repulsed, but they were 
rallied before the engagement ended. A cessation for 
three quarters of an hour now followed before a renewal 
of the contest, which, like a conflagration quenched for 
a while by scanty showers of water, soon re-kindled 
with more appalling and destructive fury, ruthlessly 
consuming what its violence had spared. 

During this interval, ancient night resumed her fearful 
empire and spread her shrond of gloom over the horrours 
of the carnage-covered field, still trembling with the 
convulsions of the conflict. The telfifick silence that 
prevailed was only interrupted by the agonizing groans 
of the dying, and the tremendous sound of Niagara's 
Cataract, stilled for a while by the deadly cannon's 
more awful roar. The intermitted beams of the pale 
faced moon and affrighted stars from behind their passing 
clouds, by turns exposed to view the frightful desolation 
of the scene, crimsoned with the blood and strewed with 
the mangled bodies of the dead. At length the martial 
clangour and exulting shouts of the advancing hosts 
proclaimed the renewal of the doubtful and long con­
tested fight; which, after several impetuous charge~ 
and repulses, terminated in the complete discomfiture of 
ihe e~~my, an? a decisive triumph of our arms. After 
remammg undisputed masters of the field for some time 
General .Ripley retired to camp with all his forces i~ 
pursuance of the orders of the Commander-in-Chief> 
III F<;rfect order, unpursued or unmolested by the enemy. 
Havmg r~moved our wounded, we had nothing to regret 
or to tarmsh. our glory, but our inability to remove the' 
"aptured artillery; which, as I before obserVed, fell inte. 
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the hands of the enemy after our retirement from the 
field. 

Before the close of the engagement, General Brown 
and Scott were wounded, and retired from the scene of 
action, which devolved the entire command upon Gen­
eral Ripley. During the whole conflict, he displayed 
an ability, valour, enterprise, and zeal worthy a Hannibal 
or a Ca:sar; and proved himself truly deserviI.lg supreme 
command, in any age and any country. He gave his 
orders with coolness and deliberation, and personally 
attended to their execution. He constantly rode a few 
paces in the rear of his line, rallying the routed ranks 
and cheering them on to combat. He avoided every 
refuge of protection-every resource of safety; and at 
all times and on all occasions, he courted every place of 
trial-every post of danger, 

By order of General Brown, he repaired on the morn­
ing of the 26th to meet the enemy and give him battle. 
But finding them re-enforced and in possession of the 
battle ground and their artillery, he wisely declined a 
renewal of the contest, which the enemy showed no 
disposition to encourage or provoke, and returned again 
to camp. In this disobedience of orders, which now 
preserved the army as the other obtained the victory, 
General Ripley has been severely, though unjustly, 
blamed. But his conduct in both instances was per­
fectly accordant to military principles, and is supported 
by every intelligent officet in the army; and will be 
approved and commended by his country and posterity, 
when the dark cloud of falsehood, which has hitherto 
obscured the transaction, shall be dispelled by the reful­
gent sun of truth. 

OUf loss of men and officers had been immense. The 
first brigade marched into the field on the evening of 
the 25th, with about 800, rank and file, and the second 
with about the same number. The first returned from 
the field with not more than two hundred, and the last 
with not more than lour hundred men, which, together 
with what could be spared of the other corps form the 
camp and attention of the wounded, amounted, perhaps, 
to 900 men. T-o suppose that this small force, impairct! 
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by the hardships of the preceding day, fatigued by a 
march of three miles to and from camp, and exhausted 
for the want of sleep, could attack and vanquish an ar­
my of more than three thousand men, a great many of 
whom were re-enforcements, the remainder refreshed by 
rest and sleep, and possessed of the battle' ground, and 
artillery, is really absurd and ridiculous. Such an order 
could only have proceeded from gross incapability and 
rash ambition; unwarranted by military principles, un­
supported by common discretion. Generals Brown, and 
Scott, are justly to be esteemed for their undaunted 
bravery in action and honest zeal for their country, but 
for want of early instruction in military science, and 
a neglect of those precautions its practice inculcates, 
rendered them poorly qualified for Chief Commanders. 
The blunders they haye committed, and the neglects of 
which they have been guilty on that account, must even 
lessen our opinion of their abilities as Generals, and 
will always greatly detract from their military fame. 
And although now undeseryedly exalted at the expense 
of men, whose abilities, skill, and valour, achieved the 
Yictory's to which they owe tbeir ephemeral renown; 
they will yet be reduced to a just standRT!1 Gf estimaton 
by the impartial and enlightened historian, stript of the 
(1:audy plumage with which interested knoxcry, deluded 
Ignorance, and blinded friendship may have clothecl 
them. 

Th,e ability, skill, and v;;.lour of individuals, seem 
suffiCIently shown by the pre cedillO' relation of events' 

I · ~ , 
yet canno~ omIt to record the peculiar fate of Ambrose 
Spencer, Ald to General Brown. 'Yhen \,-ar was de­
clared, he was a student in Columbia Colleae a hope­
ful candidate of science and literary fame. ~ Possessed 
?f u. bold 2.n;} enterprising mind, he could not remain an 
Idle .spe~tat?r of the dangers that threatened his injured 
and ~nsu.tea country. He cheerfully volunteered in her 
8e;:t~e, ~nd gloriously fell in her defence. Noble 
) , ~"Ith the gallant heroes who have fou ht bl d 
and pen shed t bl" h' g , e, 
YOU will live fme~t~rt:t an~ support our independence, 
iowering empir 1 ll'Zbf'd III fame, until our proudly 

e s la e no more; or until this fa~ 
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-"pre2.ding continent, upon which it is established, shall 
be lost in the amI conllagration aud ruin of the world. 

Such was the carnage among Colonel Jessup's offi­
cers, that he was obliged to place h;s standard iu the 
hand of a Sergeant, whose name was :Fitch. 

While the colours, pierced with about se,"enty hans, 
were waving in the hand of this brave fellow, a shower 
of grape shot coming from the enemy, cut the slafr iuto 
three pieces. Fitch deliberately gathering up the scut­
tered fragments, turned to Jessup, who was n~ar him, 
and said with a smile, "Look, Colonel, how they have 
cut us." In a moment afterwards, a ball passed through 
his body. But even that was insufficient to move him. 
Alike powerful in person and resolute in mind, he IldtlJlOI 

fell nor flinched j but continued to wave his lllutil,(ted 
standard, until, becoming faint with the loss of blood, he 
was forced to resign it into the hands of anotller. 

Fitch recovered from his wound, and his good conduct 
being reported to the Secretary of VVar, he was pr,"Jlllo­
ted to a second Lieutenal1cy, his commisson beariIlg 
date from the day on which he had thus distinguished 
himself. 

Colonel Jessup suspecting that his troops had e};pend~ 
cd nearly all their cartridges, passed along the rear of 
the line, to make inquiry as to the faet. Se,"eral sol­
diers who lav mortally woundeu, some of them actually 
in the agonies of death, hearing the inquiry, forgot 
for a moment, in their devotion to their country, botlt 
the pain they endured and the approach of death, and 
"aIled ont, each one for himself, " Here are cartridges 
in my box, take and distribute them among my compan­
ions." 

A soldier in the line exclaimed to his commander 
" Mf mus~et is .shot topicces." ~is comrade, who lay 
expmng With his wounds at the distance of a lew feet, 
in a voice scarcely audible, " My musket is in excellent 
order-take and use her." 

At a moment of the greatest confusion, General Scott 
rode up to a.large body of t.he British, supposing them 
to be AmerIcans, and enqUIred to what corps they be­
longed j they answered, " The Glengatians i" "Keep 

No. IV. 16 
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in order," said he "and I y, ill be with yeu in a ft'w 
minut(:s;" be .hen galloped off at full speed. A great 
number tired uFon him, when they found their mistake; 
it was saId that ;le received Lis wound at this time. 

Wh(:n ;I[~jor-General niall, who was made prisoner 
at the battle of NiagJra, proftered his sword, in token 
of submission, to Colond Jessup, "ho commanded the 
eUV,lIling l':llty, ti,e :~enerous yOUi~g American courte­
onsi) deciil1(:d accepting "t, "'itll a complimentary ob­
servation, that be could T:'J: dcrrin· of his s,Yord an offi­
rer who had worn it with well di"inguished honour. 

Vt, ti:l l'()ilo,\'ill~ (Liy, when Jes,up was sitting in his 
tent smarting under Lis ,,'ounds, Ri,dl entered, ami after 
('u;ogi:,Jllg his conduct as an ofh"'>I", thankilJg him for 
his magnanimity, ulld C"FtSclllg his regret at the i~ju­
fies he had sustained 111 baLle, begged his acceptance, 
as a favour to himl'eif, of thL' same sword which he had 
refused wben !lC might h~r.~ claimed it by right of COD­

quest. It is a plain gold hilted sabre, with a blade un­
adorned by any tigUic~, leltcr:ng, or device, but of the 
finest metal ::lnt! mmt ex(;uisite polish. 

The fc:t\o·si.I:! Jetter :tdJ((:,"~Cl1 cO the Secretary of 
'War, fullY excul}J<1kS Lic:,eral Ripley frolll all blame in 
this mcmo,:~ble t>l':.i:l:{,'ment. 

Hon. Alex. J. Dallas, 
SIR-1\lyrcp,nt of tlle 7th Angust, created an impres­

sion, in relation to G.'fll'f:J f.:i;1k:" ,'hich I by no meall:' 
intended. I did not iukllll to impljctl~e his cour,'gc, 
his talcllb;, or his zeal. 

In ['1at report I stated, tlwt I had given him orders to 
lIled, and beat the ':tl '[")" Oil the morlling of l;!e 26th 
July. 1'1,;5 order w:" I,ot ginlJ until after t;IC com­
m~nd of the army h?d ::ntire-ly deyoh'~d lIpon (;"'1(:r,,1 
RIpley; and I am fully cr,!,\'II1CcU, that eilculYI-,t;:nces 
aftefwards occured, t,) ,~~ti"f:' t\e jl](:gea1ent of ":::eneral 
Rlvley, ,hat the o(h,,'[ o'der c.o~lci not be cxecu(ed. 

oll',tLe to m"'e'l' 'lS \' '] t t . _. -- ,J V 
l, :' 'e! u-;;; (J t1(- drT~_y, r(-<J.ulrc~ 

tll:l, I ,,,ouk mak" thl~ ,l"tI'TIlCIlt. 

(Signed) JACOB BROWN. 
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Generals Brown and 2 :Ol t w~re ':'om'e "'ed to Bnff'llo. 
Th~ command of the army d·'\ oh'",,] upon Gener,l] Rip­
ley, who asccn:i~d the I~l,l;:;',:l, 'ld tOO;{ a posit;oo at 
Fort Erie, aud made ev.~::; pn.'l"1flti<lu to rf:~'~ive the 
pursumg enemy, who ;lad rel~.t:re~; ill' lo,>scs with nu­
merO~lS re-enforcements, and wInch co npdL.'J our army 
in :ts turn, to act on the Ger.:!l·; \'". 

1: JlhilJ;.i of momen, o.;Cl!(,A until tbe third of Au­
f!;ust, Wh~ll the '=lJl>lr:, b ,110 !lumber of from 12 to 
150), crJ_~:';,~ the .... 'I·j'j·J~·a, at" ~~J0L! 2 O'C_,H':l~ in the 
mOI'Ill'lg, 1 ~le}' ,Xl'l.· t ,,~ ,;110:' a liitl~ below 00njocta 
Cr "ok. I\h5'Jr '.r[}':~,ll, We}O i1ad neen s[,,'ioleL'rl at 
Bluck Ry:i:, and II'i}', ll.lJ anticipated the .:neILlY's 
IllJVe:nellt, to:)!';: a po 'lU'll ou :j,c' upper sid~ 0' tn'~ crepk, 
aud CUeW ep a ')",cer;, of iJ;!;'" Th" British !"ld,o(] 
nine :j%! i full of t,oo:';) ~,nd at Cl, /lBrter p.l"; 4, ll,h "., ieJ 
to a:t.,,~!1 ou~ Tiileru~ J, jJl)"I,~d :)"ni,'d :ht'ir te1"Dr).J,ry 
work3, calmly aW.1i::ll:; i":,,,,' "]:,','1""11. OUT llJ 'J: B a 
prec.autionary me,,'ut''" h'.'"l '"I",n up the ""il'ge rhe 
enemy came 011 wlth an J';\'.lO(,": party 10 rep ,:1.0 

briJ:;t'o l,'~V,~ll~O \v~t;lin I ;!],' shot Ji"~~LdC'~ 0 r ::"J8p8 
op(:'lled a d,>[t',lly fir", ""li(::l soon ('0'0,1"ll. d c:,em 
tofaulter, ,ltd ti,,~i\yto f,:,tir,'. Th(Cytheu form'l in 
th2 s,{i,t of the 1\"'8':,.) alJd \epf up the fi ~ht at long 
shot, continually re-.'Dh,'(':I1':; from tlw CJ'!ad.1 ,,,:,(1"e, 
unti1 twenty-three iypt IO'ijb held blJd ,d. and 'he l' at­
tempted to"a",)!, our Ul2n bf st'nJilJg a large Dod, up 
th~ c,c'e i" to ford it, ,,11(,11 I\Iajor l\Io,'g'Ul del"ched :", u­
tenants Ryan, Smith allLi Arm ''lrong .vith ~c!) .,:t b'~ men. 
to oPpose them, when they were again re:ulsf'i ',vith 
considerable loss. Being t~lUs foiled i'l thi> att mpt, 
the euemy withdrew to Squaw lshnd and fiilally to the 
Cau:da ,hore. 

'ILljOI flhrpn haJ oal) 240 men to resist the superi­
our !lumbers of the em·my. H~ lost but two, killed tl'ld 
eight wounded. {,~<' pt.,i u Hamilton, and Liputenants 
W J.ds\,'ort!:I, and !II'!;'i,),h, were ~m()l}':; the latt~r. ;Ie 
est:f1l",(~S the loss of ,;,,, Br::.;',b at iifty. 

C" t;e 4th ,)f Augels!, arigadiel-Genera! G~.ines :iT' 

rived from Sacket's Harbour, and aS3un!ed the comwand 
"t Fort Erie. General Hipley had previously made 
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the most judicious disposition for defence. General 
Drummond, with a force estimated at about 5,000 men, 
remained posted opposite ~lack Rock, two miles below 
the American position. 

On the 5th, General Gaines attempted to draw out the 
enemy's forces, by sending the rifle corps through the 
woods, with orders to amuse the enemy's light troops 
until his strong columns should get in motion, and then 
to retire slowly to the plain on the American side, where 
a strong line was posted ready to receive him. Our 
ritlemen met and dlOvc the enemy's light troops into 
their lines, but could not provoke them to corne out 
again. After remaining nearly two hours in the woods, 
our men retumed to eamp, having lost five killed and 
several wounded. Ten Britibh and five Indians,' ere 
killed. 

On the lIth of August, the enemy had cautiously 
approached to within about twelve hundred yards in the 
rear of the American works, where they had constructed 
t",·) batteries and erected a wooden breastwork, "h;(:11 
cll<ll;led them to ann{)y our camp without expol'lllg 
tht'!l1,;eh'es to any danger. In examining their work~, 
Captain Birdsall of the 4th, rit~e regiment, with ! 60 
mE-T" beat in two of their strong pickets, with a loss on 
the part of the British of ten killed. Captain Birdsall 
had but one killed and three wounded. 

On the 12th, Major Morgau, who defeated the enemy 
on .the 3d at Conjoc-k h, fell at the head of his corps 
WillIie' gallantly supporting a detachment of eighty rifle­
men under Captain Birdsall, who had been sent to cut 
off a working parry of the enemy, engaged in opening 
an "venti(> for;) battery through the woods. The eLemy 
wele dri, en from their works, but were soon re-enfufce;' 
and an animated contest ensued. The firing continued 
longer than the '\~ajor ~jad expected; he advanced to the 
support. of Capta111 Birdsall The British provinn~ too 
strong tor our part th 1\'-' h' ,., , h h' y, e ,aJor Cf3YC t e slO'nul of retreat 
WIt I~ bugle lind t h " , "', 
tl~ 1 h' h 'd l' ate same t1me recen'ed a ball 

,lroU" 1 18 ea • j'" III d' 
1 d "1' th fi ld' ,,' en ~uccee ed 111 conveyin<f his 
lQ y rom e e , '" 

About this time nearly 3000 militia from the westem 
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':ounties of New York arrived at Buffalo, to aid in extri­
{:ati'lg the gallant sun'ivors of--Chjppeway and Niagara 
frolll their perilous predicamL'nt; being now cbsely 
inv,~sted on the land sides of their defences, and it was 
not practicable to escape in boat3 But deliverance was 
near; defeat and dismay awaited the foe, as the following 
official details will show. 

Head Q<Wl'lers, Left Wing, 2d Division, 
Fort Erie, U. C. August-1814. 

SIR-I have the honour to communicate for tile infor­
mation of the department of war, tbe particulars of the 
battIe fought at this place on the 15th inst. between the 
left wing of the 2d division of the army under my com­
mand, and the BritIsh forces in the peninsula of Upper 
Canada, commanded by Lientenaut General Drummond. 
which terminated in a signal victory in favour of the 
United American arms. 

OUf position on the margin of the lake at the entrance 
of the Niagara river, being nearly a horizontal plain 
twelve or fifteen feet abo,'e the surface of the water, 
possessing few natural advantages, had been strengthened 
in front by temporary parapet breastworks, entrench­
ments, and abattis, with two batteries and six field 
pieces. The small unfinished Fort, Erie, with a 24, 
18, and 12 pounder, forms the north-east; and the 
Douglass battery, with an 18 and 6 pounder Ilcar the 
edge of the lake, the south-east angle of our right. 
The left is defended by a redoubt battery with six field 
pieces just thrown up on a small ridge. Onr rear was 
left open to the lake, bordered by a rocky shore easy of 
ascent. The battery Oil the left was dtfended by Cap­
tain Towson; Fort Erie, by Captain 'V~IJiams, with 
Major Trimble's command of the 19th infantry; the 
batteries on the front by Captains Biddk and Fanning; 
the whole of the artiilery commanded by Major Hind­
man. Parts of the lIth, 9th, and 22d infantry (of the 
late veteran brigade of Major Gelleral Scott,) were 
posted on the right, under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel \ spinwall. General Ripley's brigade, consist­
ing of the 21 st and 23d,defended the left. General 

16" 
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Porter's brigade of New-York and Pennsylvania vol­
unteers, with our distinguisbed riflemen, occupied the 
centre. "~'; 

I have hereto~e omitted stating to you, that during 
the 13th, and 14(h, the enemy had kept up a brisk can­
nonade, }vhich·was sharply returned from our batteries, 
without any .considerable loss on our part. At 6 P. M. 
one of their ~hells lodged in a small magazine in Fort 
Erie, which w'liS fortunately almost empty. It olew 
up with an explosion more awful in appearance than 
injurious in its eRects, as it did not disable a man or 
derange a gun. It occasioned but a momentary cessa. 
tion of the thunders of the artillery on both sides; it 
wa~ followed by a loud and joyous shout by the British 
army, which was instantly returned on our part; and 
Captain 'Williams, amidst the smoke of the explosion, 
renewed the contest by an animated roar of his heavy 
caDnon. 

From the supposed loss of our ammunition, and the 
consequent depression such an event was likely to pro­
duce upon the minds of our men, I felt persuaded that 
this explosion would lead the enemy to assault; and 
made my arrangements accordingly. The annexed 
paper, No.1, is a .copy of Lieutenant General Drum­
mond's order and plan of attack. 

Tl!tl;light was dark, and the early part of it raining; 
but the faithful sentinel slept not; one third of the 
troops were up ,at their posts. At half past 2 o'clock, 
th.e right column.of the enemy approached, and though 
enveloped in darkness, bl{lck \ishis designs and princi­
ples,* was distinctly heard on .ur left, aud promptly 
marked by our musketry under -:Major ,\Vood, and can­
non under Captain ~n. 'Being mounted at the 
mom~t, I repaired to"lIfe point of attack where the 
sheet of fire rolling from Towson's batte;y, and the 
mu~ketr); pf. the left wing of the 25th infantry under 
Major Vi ood) enabJed me to see the enemy'8 col umn of 

t I several times heard; nnel n:any of ollr officors beard order. 
:;!rcn" t~ g\n~ tt·(, uarrr,.:-.J Yun}i.l,.l' r(l.~co.ls nn fJLlQrter~.n . 



HISTORY OF THE U.TE \VAll. 18i 

about 1500 men approaching on that point -; his advance 
was not checked until it had approached within ten feei 
of our infantry. A line of loose brush representing an 
aLattis, only intervened. A oolumnof the enemy at· 
tempted to pass round the abattis through the water 
where it was nearly breast deep. Apprehending that 
this point would be carried, I ordered a detachment of 
riflemen and infantry to its support; but having met 
with the gallant commander, Major 'Vood, was assured 
by him that he could defend his position without re­
-enforcements. At this momenttheenemy were repulsed, 
but instantly renewed the charge, and were again re­
pulsed. My attention was now called to the right, 
where our batteries and lines were soon lighted by a 
most brilliant fire of cannon and musketry; it announ­
ced the approach of the centre and left columns of the 
enemy, under Colonels Drummond and Scott; the latter 
was received by the vderan 9th under the command of 
Captain Foster, and Captains Boughton and Harding'S 
companies of N ew- York and Pennsylvania volunteers, 
aided by a 6 pounder judiciously posted by Major M'Kee, 
chief engineer, who was most active and useful at thi, 
point j they were repulsed. That of the centre, led by 
Colonel Drummond, was not long kept in check; it 
approached at once every assailable point of the fort, 
and with scaling ladders ascended the parap~h'but was 
repulsed with dreadful carnage. The assault was twice 
rcpeated, and as often checked; but the enemy having 
moved round in the ditch, covered by the darkness ad­
ded to the heavy cloud of smoke which had rolled frow. 
our cannon aud muptry, cnvelo]lillg surrounding ob­
jects, repeated the charge, Ie-ascendcd the ladders' 
their pikes, bayonets, and spears, feU upon our gallant 
artillerists. The gallant spirits of our favourite Captain 
Williams and Lieutenants M'Donough and Watmough 
with their brayc men, were overcome. The two for~ 
mer and sc\-cral of their men, leceived deadly wounds. 
Our bastion was lost. Lieutenant M'Donough, being 
severely wounded, demanded quarter. It was refused 
1~y Colonel Drummond. The Lieutenant then seized a 
)HtPHIRpik~; aafl. J?obl! defended him.self until he wa~ S1l9! 



JIISTony OF TIm LATE WAR. 

uown with a pistol by the monster who had refused him 
quarter, who often reiterated the order-" 01\'" the 
damned Yankees no qn.'rter." This officer, whose 
bravery, if it had been seasoned with \'lrtue, ,~-ould 
have entitled him to the admiration of every soldler­
this hardened murderer SOOIJ met his fate. He was shot 
through the breast while repeating the order to " gire 
no quarter." 

The battle now raged with increased fury on the right, 
but on the l~ft the enemy was repulsed aud [tit to flight. 
Thence and from the ceutre I ordered re-t;li[orcements. 
They were promptly sent by Brigadier GeEcl'al Ripley 
and BIili,adier General Porter. Captain Fanning, of the 
corps of artillery, kept up a spirited and destructive 
tire with his field pieces on the enemy attempting to 
approach the fort. Major Hindman's gallant cflorts, 
aided by ]'.Iajor Trimble, haYing failed to drive the 
enemy [rom the bastion with the remaining artillerists 
and infautry in the fort, Captain Birdsall of the 4th rifl-e 
regiment, 'I-ith a detachment of riflemen, gallantly rush­
ed through the gateway to their aSSIstance, and with 
some infantry charged the enemy; hut was repulsed, 
and the Captain wounded. A detachment from the 
] Ith, 19th, and 22d inbntry, under Captain Foster of 
the 11 th, "'as introduced oyer the interiour bastion, for 
the purpuce of clwrging the enemy. Major Hall, n5-
sistant inspeccor I'encral, very handsomely tendered hi, 
>'cr.-ices to the charge. The (}jarge wa., gallantly made 
by Captain Fo,tcr aud lUajor II all; but owing to the 
narrowness of the pa~;sage up the bastion, :d,mitting ollly 
t IVO or three men abreast, it failed. It \Y;l'i often re­
peated, and as oftcn checked. The enemv's force W:l" 

ho~yc\-C'~, r,mch ellt to l'i,~ces ~nd dimin"ishcd by our 
a,rtJllery .md small arm~. At tillS mOmtEt every opem­
hon 'vas a:rested by the explosion of :ome cartridges 
,\t"rccslted m th~ end of tlie stotJt· buildinO' ad)' oining the 

t t d b ' 'l't b • con es c, ,astlOn. 'k <:xpl05ion was tremendous-it 
was declsl\-e; the bastion was restoTed. At this mo­
ment CQPlain Biddle wa, ordered to have a field piece 
post~d so !,S to enfila,de lh<= exteriour plain and ,alient 
:,,lacIs. 1.11e Captulll, though nllt le~oyered from ~I 
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s~vere contusion in the shoulder, received from one (If 
the enemy's shells, promptly took his position and served 
his piece with vivacity and effect. Captain Fanniug's 
battery likewise played upon them with great effect. 
The euemy were in a few moments entirely defeated, 
taken, or put to flight, leaving on the field 221 killed, 
174 wounded, and 186 prisoners, including 14 officers 
killed, and 7 wounded and prisoners. A large portion 
are so severely wounded, that they cannot survive; the 
slightly wounded, it is presumed, were carried off. 

To Brigadier General Ripley much credit is due for 
the judicious disposition of the left wing previous to the 
action, and for the s~eady disciplined courage manifested 
by him and his immediate command, and for the 
promptness with which he complied with my orders for 
fe-enforcement during the action. Brigadier General 
Porter, commanding the New-York and Pennsylvania 
volunteers, manifested a degree of vigilance and judge­
meut in his preparatory arraugeme>nts, as well as miJit<lry 
skill and courage in action, which proves him to be. 
worthy of the confidence of his country and the brave 
volunteers who fought under him. Of the volunteers, 
Captains Boughton and Harding, with their detachments, 
posted on the right and attached to the line, commanded 
by Captain E. Foster of the veteran 9th infantry, hand­
somely contributed to the repulse of the left column of 
the enemy under Colonel Scott. 

The judicious preparations and steady conduct of 
Lieutenant Colonel Aspinwall, commanding the first 
brigade, merit approbation. 

To Major M'Kee, chief engiueer, the greatest credit 
is due for the excellent arrangement and skilful execu­
tion of his plans fo1' fortifying and defending the right, 
and for his correct and seasonable suggestions to regain 
the bastion. Major 'Vood, of the engineers, also greatly 
contributed to the previous measures of defence. He 
had accepted the command of a regiment of infantry, 
(the 21st) for which he has often proved himself wdl 
q.ualitied, but never so conspicuously as ou· this occa­
'lOll. 

TowsQU's battery emitted a constant sheet of fire. 
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'Wood's small arms lighted up the space, and repulsc·J 
1i\'e terrible charges made between the battery and the 
lake. Brigadier General Ripley speaks in high terlL~ of 
the officers and men engaged, particularly Captains 
Marston and Ropes; Lieutenants Riddle (of the 15th, 
doinU' duty with the 21 st) and Hall;. Ensigns Belln, 
.T one~, Cummings, and Thomas, of the 21 st; and K~all r 
and Green, of the 19th . 

.1\_ ajor Hindman and the whole of the artillery undrl' 
the c,.'llImaud of that excellent otncer, displayed a de­
gree 'l[ Wl.llantry and good conduct not to be surpassed. 
The particular situation of Captain Towson, and the 
mue:l lamt'llteJ Captain 'Williams and Lieutenant l\l'­
DOllough, and that of Lieutenant Watmough, as already 
described, with their respective commands, rendered 
them most compicuous. The courage and good con­
duct of Lieutenants Zantzinger and Childs, are spoken 
of in the highest terms by Major Hindman and l ;ap­
tain Towson, as also that of Sergeant Major Denhon, 
Captains Biddle and Fanning, on the centre and rir~ht 
of their e:ltrenchments, threw their shot to the 1;.",ht, 
left, and iront, and annoyed the Indians and light troops 
of the enemy approaching fron:: the woods. Lieutenallt 
Fontaine, in his zeal to meet the enemy, was unfortu­
nately wounded and made prisoner. Lieutenant Bird 
was active and useful, and in fact eyery individual of 
the corps did their duty . 
.• The det;lchment of ·Scott's gallant brigade, consisting 

?f rmts of the 9th, lIth, and 22d infantry, did its duty 
III a ,nanner \Yo,rthy the high reputation the brigade had 
~;'lldled at Chippeway and at the falls of the Niagara. 
I he' 9th, u~der the command of Captaiu EJmund Fos­
ter, w~s actl\'e~y engaged against the left uf the enemy, 
and wIth the aid o~ Lieutenant Dougla5~' corps of born. 
oadlers, commandlllg the water battery, and of that of 
the \olunteers under Captains Boughton and Harding 
dfecte,d .their repulse. The good conduct of LiLuten~ 
ant~ ChIlds. Cushman, and Foot, and Ensign Blake, 
desen-es eor::tmendation. 

The officer> killed, are Captain 'Williams and Lieu­
t"nant ;\l'Donougb, of the artillery; wOllnded, Lieu 
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tenant Watmough, of the artillery; Ensign Cisna, 19th; 
Lieutenant Bushnell, 21st; Lieutenants Brown and 
Belknap, 23d; and Captain Birdsall, 4th rifle regiment, 
all severely. 

Lieutenant Fontaine, of the artillery, who was taken 
prisoner, writes from the British camp, that he fortunate­
ly fell into the hands of the Indians, who, after taking 
his money, treated him kindly. It would seem, then, 
that these savages had not joined in th~ resolution to 
give no quarter. 

To Major Jones, assistant adjlltant general, and Major 
Hall, assistant inspeetor general; Captain Harris, of the 
dragoons, volunteer Aid-de-Camp; Lieutenant Belton, 
Aid-de-Camp-much credit is due for their constant 
vigilance and strict attention to every duty previous to 
the action, and the steady courage, zeal, and activity 
which they manifested during the action. 

The Surgeons, Drs. Fuller, 23d, Trowbridge, 21st, 
with their mates; Drs. Gale, of the 33d, and Everitt 
and Allen, of the 21st, desen'e the warmest>· approba~, 
tion for their indefatigable exertions and humane atten­
tion to the wounded of our army, as well as to the pris­
'O(:fS who fell into their h:lIlcls. 

I ha\'e the honour to be, Sir, 
Your very obedient servant, 

E. P. GAINES, 
Rrig. Gen. Commanding. 

The disparity of loss bdween the assailants and the 
besieged, sufficiently marks the importance of the yicto­
ry. The enemy admit a lo,s of 805. Our loss was 
only 84. 

The cause of the explo:;ion has ncyer been offieially 
(,xplained. Much difference of opinion (,,,ists; but the 
trlle cause, we are persuaded, is to be traced to th~ wad­
ding of the British guns which fell Oll a quantity of 
cartridges deposited under the east end of the bastion, 
and to wiJieh accident we unquestionably owe the suc­
(',;;s of the contlict, and the safety of our gallant little 
:umy. .For the enemy lu.d in cou3iderable number,., 
:;ained the top of the bastion upon which were placed 
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our principal guns, and these they had actually turneu 
upon our men. This advantage enabled them to rake 
the who!e extent of the encampment. Besides, se,'cral 
despemte bllt abortive attemps had been made to rcgam 
possession of the bastion. 11 was therefore the explo­
siolJ which cleared it, and saved our troops from the hor­
rours of a general malSsacre. 

The enemy on the bastion were thrown high into the 
air, with their cartouch boxes full of fixed ammunition 
cxplodiug at eycry point of elci'ation, exhibited a spec­
tade of awful grandeur, never before surpassed. Nearly 
200 unfortunate heings were blown into eternity j each 
of whom described in his course a blazing parabola. 
No description can reach the tremendous reality of this 
shocking catastrophe. 

Enory thing conspired to give to menacing danger the 
utmost of its appalling influence. The darkness of night j 
the unknown effect of the expl05ion j the incipient suc­
cess of the enemy j his vastly superiour numbers j his 
well known intelltions to "give no quarter j" the un­
successful attempt to regain the b'l.stioJl, and the impos­
sibility of escape, left nothing in prospective to feed 
expiring hope. It is in scenes like this that the brave 
man aequires additional strength from the terrours of 
surrounding objects. En~n the coward, if he resists the 
onset, forgets the weakness of his natUle, ano, electrified 
by magick sympathy, rises super;our to himself. It is 
in thi'i school 0.1' fortitude that heroes are born to rlis­
tinction; that the long and glorious list of our military 
and naval commanders have been trained to dted& of 
noble achievement. 

Some of, tb~ enemy survived this awful explosion, 
even after ;luvmg lost both legs ano an arm . 

. . '~bout l~OO British muskets were picked up at the 
{hfierent P?lllts of assault, the day after the action. 

~fi addlbo~ to the officers and corps named in General 
C!rallle.'s offiCial report, Captain Chunn and his comp:my 
slgnah~cd themselves by sallying out and pursuing a 
retreatlllg column 0.1 the enemy nearly a mile. They 
made nearly 100 I;>flsoners. Lieutenants Bowman and 
Larned bore CO~SpICUOUs parts: Lieutenant Gleason, a~ 
u£uaJ, was partIcularly active. 
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General Ripley commanded on the left flank; so 
regular and vivid was the fire 011 this point, that the 
enemy called it the Light House. 

Although foiled in this attempt to carry our works, 
the enemy did not relinquish his views of conquest. 
The blockade was continued. Severe cannonades Wl:re 
occasiocally kept up; particularly on the 13th and 14th 
of Augast, during which time our loss was nine killed 
and thirty-six wounded. Scarcely a day passed without 
an exchange of several shots. The situation of our 
troops was distressing, for they were exposed to inces­
sant danger and annoyance. .Many valu<tble hves were 
lo,t by the bursting of the enemy's shells in (,'imp, and 
by their cannon shot, which unfortunately, were but too 
well aimed.'*' 

On the 28th of August, a shell fell in the room which 
General Gaines occupied as his head quarters; it struck 
the floor close by the General's chair, and instantly 
burst. He received a violent contusion in the side, 
which at first was considered mortal; but from the ef­
fects of which he afterwards recovered. 

The command of the army again devolved on General 
Ripley, who retained it only until the 2d of September, 
when General Brown resumed the command. 

Between the 16th and 18th of September, several 
animated skirmishes were fought, in one of which fell 
the gallant Colonel Wilcox, the leader of the Canadian 
volunteers. He was killed in the act of storming one 
of the enemy's batteries, which he approached sword in 
hand, at the head of his troops. He gave a noble ex­
ample of personal courage. His loss was regretted by 
the whole army. 

Two of the enemy's batteries were very formidable 
being served with great skill and elfect. A third bad 
been completed, and was about to open its fire. Thl: 
militia of the western counties of N ew-York, crossed 

* It is the opinion of our ollicers who remained with the army 
during the whole blockade, U1a: we had 300 men lolled or woundeu. 
hr the ellemy's fire, exclusive of Iho,e who fell during the sorljt 
al)d ass-au!!. 

17 
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over to Fort Erie and gen~rously participated in the 
dangers of the regular troops. Every thing was at 
length in readiness to resume the offensive, and cha,tise 
the enemy for his insolence; about one third of whose 
force waq kept constantly on dllty in his numerous 
works. The remainder, consisting of three brigades of 
infantry, estimated at 12 or 1500 men each, occupied 
hi, main camp, situated in a field surrounded by woods, 
nearly two miles distant from their batteries and in­
trenchments. 

On the morning of the 17th September, the General 
had matured his plans. By tweive, his whole force 
were paraded in readiness to ad according to hi." direc­
tions. General Porter, with the volunteer~, riflemen, 
and a few Indians, commanued the left wiug; he had 
orders to move from the extreme left of our posilioD, 
upon the enemy's right; his command was subdivided 
into three divisions: 200 riflemen and a few Indian, 
under Colonel Gibson, formed the ad\-ance, followed by 
two columns moving parallel to, and thirty yards distant 
from each other; the left column commanded by Lieu­
tenant Colonel Wood, headed by 400 infantry unuer 
),Iajor Brook of the 23d, and followed by 500 volun­
teers and militla, being parts of Lieutenant Colonel 
Dobbin, M'Burney's and Flemming's regiments, and 
was intenderl to attack the batteries. The left column 
of 500 militia was COlTIwil,l(ted by Brigadier GelJ',rJI 
Davis, and comprised the commands of Lieutenant Colo­
nels Hopkil's, Churchill, and Crosby, and \\",1, intended 
to repel any re-enforcement from the enemy',; camp j 

hoth columns were ordered to co-operate in tiJC sam£) 
object, ,hould circumstanccs requil:: it; which was the 
('as", General Miller \vas directed to station his com­
r;}anll in f ,c ravine which lies be:weca Fort Erie an(1 
the enemy's batkl;~s, by p;E-;illg tilem bv ,kt.:lf'I:mc·lJt'i 
through the woods; and tl", 21st, under' General Hip­
ley, was po',",",l as a corps of reserve between tlK j.en­
b~,tions of Fort Eric; all under cover, and (lut of the 
YJe,w of tl.e enemy. -,\bout half past 3, P. ;\1. the 
action commencer\ on the left. At tIllS moment Gen­
eral Brown directed C .-:llcral :\Iiller to pi':rce tbe erw-
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1lly's intrenchments between bastions No. 2 and 3. 
His ordcls were promptly and ably executed. Within 
thirty minutes after the first gun was tired, batteries No. 
~ ;jIld 3, the enemy's line of intrenchments, and his 
two)lock houses, were in our pos,ession.'" Soon after, 
balkry No.1 was abandoned by the British. The guns 
in each were spiked by us, or otherwise destroyed j the 
magazine of No.3 was blown up. 

General Ripley was ordered to re-enforce General 
Miller with the 21st; but in advancing to his support, 
inclined to the left, where Major Brooks' command was 
engaged, with a view of making some necessary inqui­
ries of that officer j and, in the act of doing so, was 
tmCortunately wounded. Nevertheless, Colonel U phum 
led the 21>t to the aid of GenerallVIilIer, who, however, 
had previously ordered the troops on the right to fall 
back. General Brown, perceiving this movement, sent 
his staff along the whole line to call in the other corps, 
which successively, according to their distance, returned 
'10 camp. 

No one knows better how to appreciate military merit 
than General Porter. It is thus he speaks of his com­
palliolls in arms: 

After carrying by storm, in the handsomest style, a 
strong- block house, in the rear of the third battery, ma­
kilJg its garrison prisoners, destroying the three 24 pound. 
ers and their carriages in the third battery, and blowing 
up the enemy's magaz;ne; and after co-operating with 
General Miller in taking the second battery, the gallant 
leaders of the tim:e divisions all fell nearlv at the same 
time; Colonel Gibson, it the secolld battery, and Gen­
eral Davis and Lieutenal1t Colonel Wood, in an assault 
upou th", first. 

Brigadier General Davis, although a militia officer of 
little experience, conducted on this occasion with all the 
coolness and bravery of a veteran, and fell while ad­
vancing upon the enemy's intrenchments. His loss as a 
citizen, as well as a soldier, will be severely felt in the 

* See General Brown" official ~tatemcnt of September 29, 1811 

1 
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patriotick county of Genesee. Colonel Gibson fuli y 
sustained the high military reputation which he had be­
fore so justly acquired. You know how exalted an opin­
ion I have always entertained of Lieutenant Colonel 
Wood, of the engineers. His conduct on this day, was 
what it uniformly has been, on every similar occasion, 
an exhibition of military skill, acute judgement, and 
heroick valour. Of the other regular officers, Lieuten­
ant Colonel M'Donald and Maj(}r Brooks, senior in 
command, will report to you in relation to their re'pec­
tive divisions. Permit me, however, to say of lhese 
two officers, that, much as was left to them by the fall of 
their distinguished leaders, they were able to sustain 
their parts in the most admirable manner, and they richly 
deserve the notice of the govemment. 

Of the militia, I regret that the limits of a report will 
not permit me enn to name all of those, who on this 
occasion established claims to the gratitude of tht!ir 
fellow citizens; much Itss to particularize individual 
mt-rit. Lieutenant Colonels Hopkins, M'Burney, 
Churchill, and Crosby j and Majors Lee, MarcIe, Wil· 
son, Lawrence, Burr, Dunham, Kellogg, and Ganson, 
are entitled to the highest praise for their gallant con­
duct, their steady and per~evering exertions. Lieuten­
ant Colonel Dobbin being prevented by severe ind ispo­
sition, from taking the field, Major Hall, Assistant In­
spector General, volunteered his services to join 1\1 ajor 
Lee in the command of the volunteer regiment; and 
Major Lee and every other officer speaks in the hig-best 
terms (}f the gallant and good conduct of this young 
officer. 

Captain Fleming, who commanded the Indians, was, 
as he always is, in the front of the battle. There is not 
a more intrepid soldier in the army. I should be un­
grateful, were I to omit the names of Captains Knapp 
a~d Hull of the volunteers, and Captain Parker and 
LIeutenant.Chatfield ~f the militia, by whose intrepidity 
I was, dunng the actIon, extricated from the most un­
pleasant situ~tion. Captains Richardson, Buel, and 
Kennedy j LI.eutenants Parkhurst and Brown, and Ad­
Jutants Dobblll, Bates, and Robinson, particularly dj~.-
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tinguished themselves. The patriotick conduct of Cap­
tain Elliot, with twenty young gelltlem~n, wh? . vO,lun­
teered from Batavia, and of Major Hubbard Witu tour­
teen men exempted by age trom military duty,. should 
not be omitted. They were conspicuous dunng the 
action. 

You will excuse me, if I seem partial, in speaking of 
my own family, consisting of my Brigade Major ~razer) 
my volunteer Aid-de-Camp Riddle, (both 1st Lieuten­
anto in the 15th illfantry) Captain Bigger of the Cana­
dian volunteers, ,Messrs. VVilliaros and D'Lapierre, vol­
unteer Aids for the day, all of whom, except Me. Will­
iams, were wounded. 

Lieutenants Frazer and Riddle were engaged for most 
of the preceding day with fatigue parties, cutting roads 
for the advance of [he column through the swamp, and 
falling timber to the rear, and within 150 yards of the 
enemy's right; which service they executed with so 
much address as to avoid discovery; and on the suc­
ceeding day they conducted the two columns to tIle at­
tack Frazer was severely wounded by a musket b'lll 
,vhile spiking a gun 011 the second battery. R,udle, 
after the first battery was carried, descended lUtO thc 
enemy's magazine, and after securing (with the a~sis­
tance of Quarter Master Greene, of the volunteers, 
whose good conduct de3erves much praise) a ql'~l]lity 
of fixed ammunitIOn, blew up the magazine and sufi;. red 
severely by the explosion I must solid! tllrotlgh )"00, 

Sir, the attentio:l of the general go\'ernmeu"t to th~s(' 
meritorious youllg men. Captain BU,,2(,T is an excellc>nt 
offil'er, and rendered me mu~h assistallce, but W,I', dan, 
gerously woulILd, The other yOUllt; mell are citizens, 
an:l deserve much credit foJ' their activit) 1 and for haviug 
voluntarily encountered danger. My Aid-de Cawp 
JUajor Dox, was contined at Buffalo by sicl;ne"" ' 

On the whole, 8ir, I can say of tbe regular troops at­
tached to the left column, >Iud of the veteraa vOlultleers 
of LTeuten~nt Colonel Dobbin's ft'gimcnt, that e\ery 
man did i1ls duty, and thell CO[lriuct Oll t:l!'; occd~ion 
reflects a lIew luster on their forllH:'1' brilliant achi<.!ve­
ments. Totlle militia, the compljmen~ is Jtlstly due, 

17~ 
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and I could pay them no greater one than to say, that 
they were not surpassed by the heroes of Chippeway 
and Niagara, in steadiness and bravery. 

The studied intricacy of the enemy's defences, con­
sisting not only of the breast work cOllllecting their 
batteries, but of succebsive lines of intrenchments for 
a hundred yards in the rear, covering the batteries and 
enfilading each other, and the whole obstructed by 
abattis, brush, and felled timber, was calculated to pro­
duce confusion amung the assailants, and led to several 
contests at the point of the bayonet. But by our double 
columns any temporary irregularity in the one, was al­
ways corrected by the other. Our success would pro­
bably have been more complete, but for the rain which 
unfortunately set in ~oon after we commenced our mareh, 
which rendered the fire of many of our 11lu~kets useiess, 
and by obscuring the sun, led to se\'eral unlucky mis­
takes. A~ an instance of thi" a body of fifty prisoners 
who had surrendered, were ordered to the fort in charge 
of a subaltern and fourteen volunteers; the officer mis­
taking the direction, conducted them towards the British 
camp in the route by which we had advanced, and they 
were re-taken with the whole of the guard, excepting. 
the officer and one man, who fought their way back. 
Several of our straggler~ were made prisoners by the 
same mistake. But, Sir, notwithstanding these acci­
dellts, we have reason to rejoice at our signal success in 
inflicting a vastly disproportionate injury on the enemy, 
and in wholly defeating all his plans of operation against 
this army. 

I have the honour to be, with very great respect, yom 
obedient servant, 

P. B. PORTER, Brig. Gen. 
Com 'g Yol unteers and l\:Iilitia. 

The militia, -although fre~h from their fire sides du­
ring t~e various rencoun~ers of the day, rivalled the' reg­
ulars m cool ~nd .d~termmed bravery. Numerous were 
the feats of mdlndual heroism. The rustick sons of 
Cayuga, Seneca! Ontario, Genessee; and Niagara, most 
01 whom were Ignorant of the manual exercise, facr;(~ 
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the Glengarian sharp shooters, often at half pistol shot 
distance, and with a deadly and certain fire, were more 
th<1n a match for their experienced cnemj'. The scene 
of the action was in the woods, which afforded opportu­
nities for exercising addre~s in the choice of objects. 
Frequently two hostile columns would approach unper­
ceived, to within a few paces of each other, when a 
most deadly contest would ensue. The sun was ob­
scured by thick c\o\lds; indeed it rained during the 
greater part of the afternoon. The point of direction 
was often lost, by corps, as well as individuals. 

General Miller was at one time seveJal rods in ad­
vance of his men; nay, even of his Aids. On a sud­
den, he perceived himself almost surrounded by the en­
emy. By a singular stroke of good fortune, he extrica­
ted himself from his perilous situation, apd regained his 
command, unhurt by a shower of balls whieh was aimed 
at his person. 

Major Burr, who led Colonel M'Burney's regiment, 
decided, by a prompt and judiciou~ movement in thEe 
rear of battery No.3, tbe contest at this point. The 
enemy perceiving bimself hemmed in, surrendered at 
discretion. Advanciug still further in the rear of the 
batteries, in a linc parallel thereto, he fell in with a 
party of the enemy, under Lieutenant-Colonel Fisher, 
1vbo, on account of tbe thickness of the brusb, bad ap­
proached, unseen, to 1Yithin 4 or 5 rods of our men. 
This party was immediately put hors du combat. Fisher 
was wounded. One Major and five other officers, and 
nearly 100 pril'&tes were taken prisoners. Battery No. 
2, next surrendered; and the Major would, 1yith his 
command, advance still further upon the enemy's camp, 
but he had not proceeded many rods, before his attention 
was arrested by the appearance of a British force, 
advancing in close column to tbe relief of their batte­
ries. The numbers and nearness of the enemy would 
have justified Major Burr in a hasty retreat; but know­
ing General Davis to be in hiS rear, he despatched a Ser­
geant to apprize him of his situation, und immediately 
formed his line within eight rods of the enemy. But 
thi~ was scar~ely done, before his right was all ('ut 
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down. For a moment his men were disordered, but 
Wde quickly rallied. The words" aim low," .. break 
their snins," produced a magical effect, as they were 
repeated by every soldier in the line. " It is the he­
ro's glory to live in thunder. Danger was for~otten 
in the love of glory and of country." For five mmutes 
our gallant little baud were enveloped in a blaze of 
li_~htuing produced by the vivacity of their fire. The 
British regulars became entangled in the brush; they 
were thrown into confusion, aod at intervals were heard 
sW2aring a" if in mutiny, they wanted open and 
level ground to deploy upon. The oblique and low 
fire of our men, carried death into thf' enemy's ranks. 
It; the height of this combat, ',1 ajor Burr received or­
ders to rctreat. Instead, llUwen'/', of obeying the man­
date, he exclaimed to his brave troops, "charge! 
charye!!" The order was obeyed wit)l a resibtl"ss im­
petuosity. The enemy fled at all points, awl ill tht 
greatest disorder all his camp. The slaughter was great, 
in proportion to the number engaged, it was immense. 
It was at this PJint that th~ most obstinate fighting look 
pla'~e. J t is the opionion of tho~e engag"d ill -that 
deadly rencounter, that nearly two hundred of the en­
emy fdl UPOIl this sanguinary spot. Indeed, General 
Drummond, in llis oilicbl Jcport of the events of the 
day, particularly notice the obstinacy of the action on 
this part 01 the line. It wa3 here that he admits the 
greatest loss. Of 176 men with which Major Burr 
m~rched from the fort, only 76 returned unhurt. Of 
tweh'e platoon and staff officers, eight were killed, 
wou '1oed, or taken aud three others taken be;,ides, two 
who returned, were wounded. 

Major Burr, rcceiviug no support from tht' other corps 
of the army, which in fact had returned at the first or­
der of retre~t, and pe~cei\-ill6 the enemy attempting to 
out-flank hIm, determlllcd on a retreat in which hewas 
cIo;,ely pressed in rear, and and e't:pos'ed to a cross fire 
fro~ the fresh re-enforcements from the British r:~mp. 

Gelteral Port:I' ~l"'i rendered a suitable hO'lJaJl'> to 
the valouf of hIS fello\\' citizens; but the limits of hi, 
report would Dot permit him to notice all the incidellt-~ 
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of the action, Dor to particularize half the instancos of in­
dividual bravery. The eloquence of the cannon awa­
kens the brave to feats of courage. It is impossible to 
do justice to the merits of those brave men. Captain 
Ruick, who was wounded, deserves all that can be 
said in his praise, or a grateful country bestow. Cap­
tains Pullock and Case, Lieutenants Clark and Beebe, 
Adjutant Bates, Paymaster Watkins, and Quarter-Mas­
ter Greene, both slightly wounded, merit a greatful and 
lasting recollection of their services. Although rhe 
virtuous dead cannot profit by eulogy, still let the names 
of Lieutenant Brown and Ensign Blakely live in the 
Listory of that day. "Amiable as citizens, cool and 
undauntedly brave as soldiers, they died as they lived. 
patriots and heroes." 

A veteran officer, speaking of the militia volunteers, 
renders them the tribute of his admiration in these 
words: " In the rage of battle they were cool and col­
lected, paying strict attention to every order, as thongh 
they had been on parade." 

In the course of the actIOn, a New-York volunteer 
Damed William Holmes, from Ontario county, received 
a musket ball in his month, which shattered several of 
his teeth, and lodged in his neck, he fell, and his com~ 
panions supposing him to be mortally wounded, paid no 
attention to him. After lying some time in a state of 
insensibility, he regained 3ufficient reason and strength 
to rise. The scene of the battle had changed, and he 
knew not which course would take him to the fort, bUI 
wandering at random, he blundered upon a party of the 
enemy, who were also bewildered. Holmes, rendered 
desperate by the angui~h of his wounds, instantly 
levelled his piece at them; upon which, they made 
signs of submission; he went up to them, and ordered 
them to march, which they very readily ·obeyed. He 
followed close to their heels. By chance they took the 
right course to bring them to the fort, when it '\'a:" 
proved that he had eleven of De W ate ville 's corps, rris. 
oners. Extraordinary as tbis relation may appt'ar, it i~ 
nevertheless strictly true. General Porter gave Holmes 
~ certificate of the fact. The improbability is at once 
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removed by the rational infefl'nce that the party hall 
made up their minds to desert. • 

The followiug authentick anecdote, although rather 
out of place, is only a specimen of the heroiek fortitude 
of the brave men ,,,110 perished at Fort Erie. When 
Colonel \Vilcox was mortally wounded in storming a 
battery a few days before the sortie, he said jocosely to 
the next ill cOlnmand, "Tell the General I was fairly 
hit in front," and expired in a few minutes. 

The modesty of General Porter would not permit 
him to give the particulars of tlie following adventure; 
of the truth of which we han~ received the must indu­
bitable testimony. "In the course of the action, he 
h:.td occasion to go from the right column of his com­
mand to the left. He had proceeded but a short dis­
tance in the woods, when he [omid himself within a 
few yards of the enemy, who had ju,t emerged from 
a d:tch, and w hu, discovering probably that our troops 
were formed in their rear, stood formed in two liues 
wit', their arms at rest, apparently hesitating which way 
to go, or how to act. General Porter finding himself 
within their power, and seeing that the occasion requil­
cd resolution and decision, instantly left his company 
alld running to them with the greatest boldness, ex­
claimed, ,. That's right, my brave fellows, surrender, 
and we will take care of you;" and coming up to the 
milU on the left, he took his musket out of his hand, and 
threw it on the ground, at the same time pushing him 
fOI ward towards the fort. In this way he proceeded 
t1wl ugh the iirs.t !ine, most of the men voluntarily 
th,ro" IIlg dow n tnelf arms and advancmg to the fort; 
wIlen, on a sudden, a soldier, whose musket he was 
about to take, o:tepped back and preoellting his bayonet 
to General Porter's breast I demanded his surrender. 
The g,:ueral seized the musket and was wresting it 
from lllm, ,,,hen he wa~ assaulted by an officer who 
stood next in the rauks, and three or (our soldiers, ,,-ho 
after a short scuffle, brought Lim to the ground. He 
howen'r, soon recovered his feet, when he found him­
,elf Furroun.ded by 1.5 or 20 men with their guns pre­
:I'nted to hIm, a!!,'ain demandin~ his ~urrender. B\ 
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this time several of our officers were advancing with 
their men to the scene of action, and Ueneral Porter, 
assuming an ~r of composure and decision, told the en­
emy that they were surrounded and prisoners; and that 
if they fired a gun, they should all be put to the sw~r.d. 
Without venturing to fire, they stlll contillued to vocIie~ 
rate, "surrender, you are my prisoIler;" when LieU­
tenant Silas Chatfield, of the Cayuga ritlemen, who had 
got near the spot, ordered his men to fire. This drew 
their attention from the General, and after a momenta­
ry scene of confusion and carnage, the enemy were all 
either killed or taken prisoners. In this atfair, Captain 
Knapp of the New-York volunteers was badly wounded 
by a musket ball in the side, and General Porter in the 
hand by the eut of a sword." 

Lieutenant General Drummond broke up his camp on 
the night of the 21st, alld retired to his entrenchments 
behind the Chippeway. A party of our men came up 
with the rear of his army at Frenchman's creek. The 
enemy destroyed a part of their stores, by burning the 
buildings from which they were empioyed in remo­
ving them. A considerable quantity of cannOH ball, 
and upwards of 100 stulld of arms, were found ill their 
camp. 

General Izard, with his brigade, amounting to nearly 
4000 men, was now on his march from Plattsburgh, for 
the purpose of forming ajunctioll WJtll General Brown's 
army. He reached Sacket's Harbour on the 16th Sep­
tember. The advance of this respectable re-enforce­
ment to the Niagara frontier, the splended and decisive 
re~ult of the sorlie of the 17th, the diminished and dis­
pirited state of the enemy'3 forces in the Peninsula, and 
the physical impracticability of their receiving fresh re~ 
enforcements until the succeeding spring, combined to 
raise pub lick expectation to anxious solicitude. The 
junction or concert of the two armies was considered as 
certain; and as the prel'sage to the conquest of Upper 
Canada, including the enemy's naval force on Lake On­
tario. 

nut Pandora's fruitful box was not I"d exhausted of 
its evils; a chilling disappointment su~ceeds to the af -
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uour of hope, and again the most brilliant military pros" 
peets are blasted by the absurd dispositions of the War 
Department, the tardiness of Izard, fastidious jealousy, 
or the date of a commis,ion. At last, General Izard ar­
rives at Batavia, the two Generals confer, which re­
sults in the speedy departure of General Brown for 
Sacket's Harbour, and the passage of the Niagara by 
Gelleral Jzard, at Black Rock, on the lith of October. 

On the 14th, General Izard displayed his force on the 
Plains of Chippeway. The enemy appeared in force 
on the 15th; but evinced no disposition to offer battle. 
The bridge being destroyed, both armies contented 
themselves with a brisk cannonade across the river, in 
wil,ch the artillery of Towson and Archer, nearly silen­
ced that of the enemy. General Izard returned to 
Blaek Rock. 

On the 18th of October, Brigadier-General Bissell 
marched from General Izard's head quarters with 900 
men, for the purpose of seizing a quantity of provisions 
at Lyon's Creek. On the morniug of the 19th, the de­
tachment was attacked by a select corps of the enemy, 
1200 strong. The light infantry under Captain Dor­
man, and Irvine's riflemen, sustained the whole of the 
enemy's fire for fifteen minutes, during which time the 
fifth and fourteenth were formed. The 5th turned the 
en"my's left flank, while the 14th charged directly in 
front. These movements were gallantly executed; the 
enemy were compelled to make a hasty retreat. The 
enemy's loss in this affair was estimated at nearly 200, 
while ours amounted to 12 killed and 55 ·wounded. 
Captain Allison had a horse shot uhder him. Colonels 
SIldli~g, and Pinckney, Majors Barker, and Barnard, 
Capt~lDs Dorman and Irvine, and Lieutenants G~ssaway 
Hornel, Anspaeh, and Prestman, were the most conspic­
~ous actors on the American bide, and were all noticed 
ior bravery and skill by General Bissell. 

The army remained in Canada until the 5th of No­
vember~ wh~n it closed the campaign by blowing up 
the fortIficatIOns at Fort Erie, and recrossing the Ni­
agara. 



n_~'!TLE OF Dl.ADE'\SIlLRGlJ, .\'\lJ L\LL OF WASIll~G­

TON CITY. 

THE British divided their forces of shipping and 
men; the greater part ascended the Patuxent as high as 
Beneuict village, preceded by the American flotilla; 
the resiuue ascended the Potomack; the main force of 
the enemy, led on by General Ross, advanced to Up­
per Marlborougl1. Oil the 22d Au:t;ust, Commodore 
Barney blew up his flotilla to prevent its falling into the 
hands of the ene,ny, and joined the American army 
under the command of General \Vinder. The enemy 
were now left to proceed in an u:linterrupted march, the 
distance of about sixty miles along a road that might 
have been flanked, and their troops harrassed and de­
feated without a general engagement, by two regiments 
of well offieered men. Thus they arrived at Bladens­
burgh without molestation, where the American army 
was drawn up to receive them. It was principally 
('omposed of militia :lnd volunteers without much disci­
llline, and who had not the least confidence in their offi­
cers, trom the circumstance of their long march through 
the richest country in the United States without food, 
and when arrived, were served with dry wheat flour; 
whi'::!l was mixed in muddy water and baked on fence 
rails, camp kettles, or in the fire. This circumstance, 
to.~ether with that of the uninterrupted march of the 
British, gave rise to a suspicion of treachery, which sus­
picion seemed generally to rest on Armstrong, the then 
Secretary of War. In this situation of things, the 
British arrived at Bladensburgh; the fire of their in­
fantry, preceded by a storm of Congreve rockets, caused 
the American line to faulter; and the left, under Gen­
eral Stansberry, gave way on about the third, and the 
right, on the fifth, fire; the British then commenced. 
ontflanking the centre, who of course were compelled 
to retreat, which they did in tolerable order, and formed 
nn the right of Commodore Barney's flotiIlamen; the 

1" 
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Commouore had formed across the road leaJing directl) 
from Bladensburgh to Washington city; here the enemy 
met with their principal resistance, and were swept down 
several times by whole columns rank and file. They 
then commenced outflanking on the right, which com­
pelled the Commodore to retreat, which he did four dif. 
ferent times, and formed in good order, as if determined 
to dispute every inch of ground, until he had five horses 
killed under him, anu received three wounds, when he 
ordered hie men to make a final retreat. He fell into 
the hands of the enemy, who, contrary to their usual 
custom, treated' him well, giving him a parole and ordcr­
I:'d him to be carried into BIadensbnrgh on a Jitter, leaving 
two of their surgeons to attend bim. Tbey pushed on 
for the city, wbich in a short time was in flames; the 
eapitol, President's house, the printing office, one of the 
former residences of Mrs. 'Vashingtol1, and all the other 
publick buildings, except the general Post-Office. 

This is my statement; and being in the action, and 
twice wounded in near the close of it, I think I bad an 
opportunity of observing the different circumstances 
attending this disastrous day. I am aware that this 
,tatement differs from tbe Report of tlw Committee of 
r'ongress, which will now he inserted. 



REPORT OF TIlE CO~GRESSIONAL CO)l;\UTTEE OF I" 

INVESTIGATION, 0"" THE DESTRUCTION OF THIi. 

A}IEr..IC.l!'i CAPITOL. 

PREVIOUS to the 2d 0f July, this district formed It 

part of military district No.5. Early in June the cabi­
net assembled for purposes extraneous to the defence of 
the district. A plan was however suggested by the 
Secretary of the Navy relative to its defence, which 
was adopted. The dlective force of district No.5, was, 
{)n the 7th June, 2154 effectives, stationed at various 
points. On the .1st July a cabinet council was again 
convened by the President, from a variety of considera­
tions, and a plan of defence proposed by him, which 
was adopted. On the 2d July the lOth military district 
was created, and General Winder appointed to command 
it. On the 4th of July a requisition of 93,500 men was 
made. Of this requisition, 2,000 effectives from the 
State of Virginia, 5,000 from Pennsylvania, 6,000 from 
Maryland, aud 2,000 from the District of Columbia, 
were put at the disposal of General Winder; making a 
total of 15,000 men, exdusive of the regular force, es· 
timated at 1,000 more. The committee states, that the 
Secretary of 'Var, on the 12th July enclosed to General 
Winder a circular addressed to the Governours of cer­
tain States, requiring ~ body of militia to be organized, 
equipped, and held in readiness for future service, and 
authorizes him to call for a part or a whole of the quota 
assigned to Maryland j and on the 17th the Secretary 
authorizes him to draw from Virginia her quota of 2,000, 
from Pennsylvania 5,000, and informed him that the 
district militia were at his disposal; making 6,000 from 
Maryland, tIle estimate of 15,000 men. 

In a letter of the 13th of August, from General Win­
Jer to the Secretary of "Var, he states, that in conse­
quence of the acceptance of the 2d regiment of General 
Smith's division, and the impracticability and impropri­
p.tyof taking any portion of the militia from the eastern 
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shore of Maryland, and the necessity of leaving tIll; 
men upon the bay for local defence, instead of 3,000 he 
would not get as many hundred at Bladensburgh. He 
suggests the propriety of takiI!g the troops, abollt 1,000, 
,\lawn out under the State authority, into the Een-ice o\" 
the United States, and to call on PeDnsylnnia for ODt' 
regiment which ,.-ould make his militia between 2 and 
3,000, besides the 2.1 regiment from General Smith's 
division. In answer, the Secretary authorizes him to 
take them into the sen'iee of the t:: nited States. On 
tbe 27th July, the GOHTllOur of lUaryLmd, in a letter 
to the Secretary of ,": ar, states that the requisition of tIl!' 
President was complied with, and that the reqt.isi(ion of 
General 'VinJer for the 3,000 drafts, was ordered to 
embody. On July 30th, General 'Vinder made a re­
quisition on the Gon~rnour of Maryland, for 3,000 mili· 
tia; and on the 5th of August tlle Go,'ernour infomls 
him that his demand could not be complied with. Or, 
the 14th July, Mr. Boi!cau, Secrebry of Stute for Penn­
sylvania, writes to the Secretary of 'Yar to the Sllmc 
effect, already mentioned, in relation to the difficulties, 
&c. resulting from tbe nOll-existence of the militia laws 
of that State; but relies on the patriotism of the people, 
On tbe 14th of July the Deputy Adjutant Gcneral, ill 
answer to the communication from the war department, 
containillg the requisition of the 4th July, states that 
orders had been issued by the Govcrnour of Virginia, 
placing a provisional force of 15,000 in readiness for 
defence, &c. to be organized for t!tree months Qnl)'; he, 
also states that the whole militia v. ould be furni~llt'd 
with arms, &c. by Virginia; and on the 18th, the Se­
cretaryof ,"Var inform, the GO\'CmOllf that 2000 of the 
Virginia militia. would be placeo. at the di~position of 
General 'Yinder. 

In relation to General 'Winder, the committee statu, 
that?n the 4th or 5th of July he received notice of his 
appomtment to the 10th ;n:Jitary district ano. oroceedefl 
to ·Washington, when the St'crctan' of "r ar enumerate,1 ' 
the regular force, and shOwed him -the requisition of the 
~~ll .. He thenproccedccl to explore the 10th military 
'hstnct generally, On thr, 17th, at Nottingham, he wu, 
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informed that the enemy was ascending the Patuxent, 
wrote to the Secretary, and General We<t, advising him 
to collect the militia. The 36th and 38th, regiments 
were ordete~ to Nottingham, and three companies of 
city militia were sent to him. On the 18th August, 
information was received that the enemy's fleet had, on 
the 17th, been considerably re-enforced. Immediately 
requisitions were made on the Governours of Pennsyl­
vania and Maryland. Various officers, and the district 
militia were ordered Ollt en masse. On the 19th Gen­
eral 'Winder submits several propositious relative to the 
defence of the City, which the Secretary of War in­
forms him had been submitted to the President, and 
refers him to the Navy Department in relation to.he 
means in that department. His call on the militia en 
masse is approved, and advises that the cavalry be pushed 
immediately into the neighbourhood of the enemy. On 
the 20th, information was received of the arrival of the 
enemy at Benedict, in force j and the same day Colonel 
Tilman and Captain Caldwell were despatched to annoy 
the enemy, impede his march, and remove and destroy 
his forage and provisions. 

On Sunday morning, the 21 st, the troODS were mus­
tered, and the articles of war read to them. At 12 
o'clock the marines under Captain Miller joined the 
army; the regulars of the 36th and 38th al30 joined at 
the Wood Ya.rd, seven miles in advance, to whieh the 
main body of our troops were marched, and encamped 
on Sunday night. Two letters from Colonel Monroe, 
on the 21st, one stating that he had viewed the enemy 
near Benedict, enumerated 27 square rigged vessels, 
some bay craft and barges j the other dated at Notting­
ham, stating the advance of the enemy upon that vlace 
by land and water; and recommending the commandin" 
General to despatch 5 or 600 men to falf upon the enemy~ 
Colonels Monroe and Beall both joined the army at 
night, and gave an account that the enemy had been 
viewed by them. Colonel Beall calculated that he had 
seen 4,000, without supposing he had seen all. Colonel 
Monroe estimated the enemy at about 6,000 ; Captain 
Herbert joins with his troo.ps; Colonel Lavl\ll had joirl .. 

18* 
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ed with t,vo companies of cavalry on the day previou~; 
the enemy remained at Nottingham, except an advancetl 
detachment about three miles from town. Monday tlw 
22d, early in the morning a light detachment was order· 
cd to meet the enemy, composed of the 36th and 38th, 
Lieutenant Colonel Scott, Colonel Lavall's cavalry, and 
three companies .from the brigade of General SUlith, 
untler Major Peter, viz. his OWII company of artillery, 
Captain Stull's rifle corps, Captain Davison's light in­
fimtry. This detachmcnt marc!leu on the road to Not­
tingham, about nine o'clock; the remainder of the arm~. 
marched about one mile in advance to an elevated PO;I­

tion; the commandin;; General with his staft~ accompa· 
nied by Colonel Monroe, proceeded in advance to 1 econ­
noiter theu~rch of the enemy. Commodore Barney 
had joined the army with his tlotillamen, besides the 
marincs nnder Captain Miller; the horse preceded the 
ad "anced detachment of our force.~, met the enemy, and 
retired before them. Thi3 induced the aJvance corp~ 
to tal.;:," a position tn impede the m~rch of the enemy; 
but the advance detachr.lent was ordered to retrograd,' 
and join the main body of the army that had remaine(1 
some hours ill line of battle, expecting the enemy to 
eome that route to the city, but they were disaIJpoillted, 
tor he took the road to Upper Mallborough, turning to 
his right after having come within a fe\v miles of our 
forces; upon ,yhich the commanding General fell bad.: 
with his whole force- to the battalion old field, about 
eight miles from ~IPIlboro\1gh, and about the same di,-­
tance from the city of ""a,;hington. At this time heaY" 
explosions in the direction of ~larlborough announceJ 
the destruction of tbe flotilla undt'f command of Com­
modore Barney. The enemy arrived at Upper Marlbo­
rough abQut 2 o'clock, ancl remained there nntillate next 
day, to be joined, it is presumed, by the detachment oj' 
the enemy which had been sent ao-ainst the 1l0tilla. 

The commanding General proc~eded to Marlborough, 
and f~und the ,enemy encamped; several prisoners taken 
gave ,l!lfOrm~tlOn that thlO "llcmy would remain in th~t 
POSltlOll unhl the next day; and, after makin" obsen'u-
"~'l, ~t th" enam t'l th I' h .' ~ . v .~ c y un 1 e c OSC ot the day,GenPfetl 
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'Vinder relurned to the army. Late in tIle evening of 
this day the President, with the Seeretaries of War alill 
Navy, and the Attorney Gcneral,joilled General Winder 
at the battalion ohl fields, and remained with him till tllt' 
evening of the 23d. In the morning the troops were 
drawn up and reviewed by the President. The most 
contradictory reports prevailed as to the movements ami 
force of the enemy, and it was doubted in camp wheth­
er Annapolis, Fort \Vashington, with a view t~ co·ope­
rate with his naval forces, or the city of \Vashingtoll, 
was his object. As to numbers, rumours vibrated from 
4 to 12,000 j the best opinion was from 5 to 7,000. 
Our forces at this time, at the old fields, are variously 
estimated, with no material difterence, at about 3,000 
men, in the following corps: about 400 horse under tl)(' 
command of the following officers: Ueutenant Colonel 
Lavall, Colonel Tilghman, Captains Caldwell, Thornton, 
Herbert, 'Villiams, &c.; 400 regular troops, under th~ 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Scott, viz. 36th, 38th 
and Captain Morgan's company of the 12th infantry: 
600 marines and tiotillamen under Commodore Barne; 
and Captain Miller, with five pieces of heavy artillery, 
two IS pounders, and three 12 pounders j 1,800 militia 
and volunteers, General Smith's brigade of Georgeto\vn 
and city militia, and lHaryland militia under Colonel 
Kramer, of which there were two companies of artille­
ry under Captain Burch and IVlajor Peter, with six 6 
pounders each, making- an aggref:;atc of 3,200, with 17 
pieces of artillery. The. enemy was with?ut cavalry, 
and had two small field pIeces and one howltzer, drawn 
by men; and the whole country well calculated for de­
fence, skirmishing, and to impede the march of an ene­
my. 

'The enemy remained at Upper Madboroug~ till after 
12 o'clock; about which time General Winder again 
ordered the detachment under Lieutenant Colonel Scott 
and Major Peter, to advance and meet the enemy if he 
should be found advancing, or to attack his positions. 
About this time, 12 o'clock, some prisoners were taken' 
and from the information given by them, and the obser~ 
ntiom of the videts, General 'Vinder \vas induced to 
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believe that the enemy intended to remain stationary fol' 
the day, which induced him to think of uniting with 
him the forces at B1adensburgh, and despatched orders 
to General Stansbury, :and other corps at B1adensburgh 
to move direct for Upper Marlborough, and proceeded 
himself towards B1adensburgh, to meet and hurry on the 
I'orees to form a JUIlction. 'When General Winder left 
the command with General Smith and proceeded towards 
Bladensburgh with several troops of cavalry, he left 
orders that the advanced corps should march upon the 
I'nemy and annoy him by all possible means, if in march, 
or jf not, then in his positions; and if he ad,'allced upon 
llIadensburgh, General Smith, with the main body, 
should fall upon his flank, or be governed by circum­
stances in other movements. 

Captain Caldwell joined the advanced corps at two 
o'clock, P. M. An exprcss brought intelligence that 
tbe enemy bad left Upper Marlborough; that our ad­
nmce had mtt the enemy about six miles in advance of 
our forees, and after a skirmish, in which Captain Stull's 
company had about four or five rounds, was compelled 
to retreat; and that the enemy was advancing. One of 
the Aids of General Smith was despatched for General 
'Winder; the whole army ,,,as placed in a favourable 
attitude for dtfence, in which position it remained until 
about sun set, when General Winder, who had arrived 
,ome time previous, ordered the army to march to the 
,;tyof "\Yashington. The enemy was about three miles 
(listant, and remained there that night. Haying re­
mained till the going down of the sun, the retreat to the 
city was induced by sen'ral considerations, stated by the 
commanding General. ] 5t To effect a union of Lis 
whole forces. 20.. The fear of a night attack, from the 
sllFeriorityof the enemy, and want of discipline in his 
tro?ps. And, 3d. In a night attack, his superiority in 
artJlI~ry could not be used. The march of our army to 
the c~ty was e.xtremel~ rap~d and preeipi~ate, and orders 
occaSIOnally gn'en to CaptalDs of compames to hurry on 
the men, who were extremely fati(Tued and exhausted 
before the camping ground was rea~hed near the Eas'­
pm branch ridge, within the district of Columbia. 
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General Stansbury had arrived at Bladensburgh 011 

the 22d, and the 5th Baltimore regiment, includin-g the 
artillery and ritle corps, on the e;-ening of the 23d ; and 
at 12 o'dock at night,Colonel Monroe, in passing through 
Bladensbnrgh to the city of 'Vashingtoll, advised Gen­
eral Stansbury to fall upon the rear of the enemy forth­
with, a5 it was understood that he was in motion for th(' 
city. General Stansbury having been ordered to tuke 
post at Bladensburgh, did not think he was liberty to 
leave it; but, independent of this consideration, the 
fatigue of the troops uuder Colonel Sterret made it im­
practicable. 

I t is here proper to state that on the 22d, the SfCcrc­
turyof 'Var, in a letter to General Winder, which closes 
their written communications previous to the 24th, ex­
cept a short note of that morning, states that hc harl 
ordered General Douglass to march Wit11 hi~ command 
to the district without seeking a rendezvous with General 
II ungcrford; that a detachment of the 12th infantry 
had arrived; that it should be armed, equipped, and 
marched to the 'Vood Yard; that the Baltimore brigade 
would arrive at Bladensburgl, that day; and suggests 
the propriety of throwing Barney'S seamen and somc 
other troops on the right of Nottingham, a demonstration 
which would menace the rear of the enemy, and his 
communication with his shipping, which would, if not 
stop, much retard his progress. On the morning of thf' 
24th, ill a short note to the Secretary of War, General 
·WiIlde~ says, the inform~tion up the rivcr is threatening; 
Barney or some other force should occupy the bat~cril" 
at Greenleaf's l~ojnt and Navy Yard, and wishes counsel 
from the rrovernment or Secretary of V/ar. UpOIl thi~ 
note is an bendorsemer;t in the hand writing of General 
Armstrong, to this effect: "went to General'Vinder, 
saw no necessity for ordering Barney to Greenlear~ 
Point or Na\'y Yard-advised the Commodore to join 
the army at Bladengburgh, and ordereu Minor's regi­
ment to that place." 

On the 21st, late at night, Colonel Taylor arrived in 
the city from the Northern Neck, where he had been 
charg(~d with orders in relation to Virginia drafts, aHI) 
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reported himself to General Armstrong, who issued tltt 
following general order: 

·War Department, 22d August, 1814.-12 o'clock. 
General Order. 

General Douglass will assemble his brigade at Alex­
andria, and hold it there subject to orders. 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

Colonel Taylor executed this order, and Tuesday 
night, the 23d, again reported himself to General Arm­
strong, who issued the following orders: 

War Department. 
General Order. 

Lieutenant Colonel Minor will repair to ·Washington 
with the regiment under his command, with the utmost 
despatch; he will report on his arrival to Colonel Char­
berry of the 36th regiment, and make a requisition for 
arms and ammunition. 

(Signed) JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

'Var Department, August 23, 1814. 
General Order. 

All the militia now in and marching to Alexandria, 
besides Colonel Minor, will march immediately to 
·Washington; these orders will be communicated by 
Colonel Taylor. 

JOHN ARMSTRONG. 

On the 18th of August, General Van Ness ordered 
General Young to call out, en masse, the brigade under 
his command, including the Alexandria militia; the 
same day two troops of cavalry attached to the brigade 
were ordered to rendezvous at Bladensburgh; on the 
19th, at 4 o'clock in the moming, to accompany Colonel 
Monroe, Secretary of State, and to be subject to his 
or?er. On the 20th, in the afternoon, General Young's 
bngade was ordered by General Winder to cross the 
Pot~?lack, oppo~ite Alexandria, and encamp in the best 
posltlon and walt farther orders, which was effectcr] 
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The brigade consisting of 454 men, two brass six poun­
ders, and one brass four pounder. On the 22d early, 
General Young, by orders of General 'Vinder, marched 
his brigade and took a position on a height near the head 
of Piscataway creek, about three miles in the rear of 
Fort Washington, where the ground was favourable for 
a small detachment to dcfend the country against a 
much greater force, and remained in this position until 
the morning of the 24th, when scvcral orders were given 
to him; first, to march towards tllP eastern branch 
bridge; second, to cross the Potomack to the Virginia 
side, &c. This brigade was intended in its dispositions 
to aid Fort Washington, the town of Alexandria, and to 
be in a situation to join General 'Vinder. 

On the morning of the 24th, General 'Winder cstab­
lished his head quarters near the eastern branch bridge; 
detachments of horse were out in various directions as 
videts and reconnoitering parties, and arrangemcnts made 
to destroy the eastern branch bridge. Colonel G:::orge 
Minor with his regiment of Virginia militia, composed 
of 600 infantry and 100 ca,-alry, arriycd at the city 0;­
'Washington in the twilight of the evening of thc 23d ; 
he called on the Prcsident, who referred him to the 
Secretary of 'Val' for orders; the Secret:lTY informed 
him that arms could not be had that night, but gave 
orders to report himself to Colonel Carberry early ill 
the morning, who would furnish him with arm~ and 

• ammunition, as he was charged with that duty by Gen­
eral 'Yinder. From early in the morning till late in the 
"fternoon, Colonel Minor sought Colonel Carberry dili­
gently, but he could not be found. He rode to head 
(!uarters and obtained an order from General 'Vinder 
upon the arsenal for arms, &c. marched to the place 
with his regiment, and its care he found eomrcitted to a 
young man whosc caution in giving out arms, &c. \-ery 
much delayed the arming and supplying this regiment. 
An iustance is hcre given; when the flints were count­
ed out by the officers of the regiment, to expedite busi·· 
ness at this crisis, the young man would count them over 
hefore they could be obtained. 

Golonel Carberry arrived at this moment, apologizerl 
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for his absence, and informed Colonel Minor, that hl' 
had the evening previous ridden out to his country seat. 
Colonel Minor was again delayed some small length of 
time in ha\'ing to remain to sign receipts, &c. His men 
were orderc;d to Capitol Hill; in the mean time various 
reports were brought into head quarters as to the move­
ment~ and intentions of the enemy; the President and 
heads of departments collected at head quarters, in the 
following oTder: The President, next Secretary of 
State, next the Attorney General, next the Secretary of 
the Navy, and last the Secretary of War and Treasury 
together. Colonel "Ionroe had left head quarters upon 
:l rumour that gained ground, that the enemy was marc!l­
ing upon the city by way of Bladensburgh, with a view 
of joining Generel Stansbury, advising him of the I'U­

mour and to aid him in the formation of a line of battle 
to meet the enemy. General Stansbury, for reasons 
~i\'en in his report, had marched from his position in 
advance of B1adensburgh, and occupied the ground west 
of that village on the banks of the Eastern Branch. 
Here the front line of battle was formed by Genernl 
~tansbury and his officer~, with the aid of Colonell\Jon­
roe, on the presumption that General Stansbury'S brigade 
and the command of Colonel Sterret, including the 
'command of Major Pinkney and Baltimore artillery. 

There is a bridge over the Eastern Branch at Ela­
,lensburgh, and a large turnpike road leading direct to 
the city of 'Vashington. About 400 yards from this. 
bridge, some small distance to the left of the road, thr 
Baltimore artillery, six pieces of six pounders, occupic(! 
a temporary breastwolk of earth, wtll calculated to 
command the pass over the bridge. Part of the battalion 
of riflemen, under Major -William Pinkney, and one 
othe.r company, took po~ition on the right of the artillery, 
partlally protected by a fence and brush; and on the 
left of the battery, leading to the rear of a barn two 
companies, from the regiment under Colonel Shutz' and 
the other part of the riHemen from Baltimore. Coionel 
-r:-agan "~s posted in the rear of Major Pinkney, bis 
;Ight restmg on tbe. road; Colonel Shutz continuing tbe 
; ;'1e on the left, WIth a small vacancy in the ceDtr.~ of 
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the two regiments; and Colonel Sterret, formed the 
extreme left flank of the infantry. At this moment, 
Colonels Beall and Hood entered Bladensburgh with 
the Maryland militia from Annapolis, crossed the bridge, 
and took a po~ition on a most commanding height, on 
the right of the tumpike, about 300 yards from the 
road, to secure the light flank. In the mcan time, 
(about 11 o'dock) certain intelli~ence was received at 
head quarters, that the enemy IYo.S in full march towards 
Bladensburgh; which induced General ""Vinder to put 
jn motion his whole force, except a few men and a piecc 
of artillery left at the Eastern Branch bridge to destroy 
it. The day was hot, and the roarl dusty; the march 
was rapid to Bladensburg-h. Thc cavalry and mounted 
men arrived, and were placed on the left tiank, and some 
small distance in its rear. General VVinder now arriv­
ed, and told General Stansbury and Colonel Monroe, 
that his whole force was marching for B1aclensburgh, 
and approved the dispositions which had been made of 
the troops; at which moment, it had become impracti­
cable, in the opinion of the officers, to make any essen­
tial change; for the two armies were now coming to the 
battle ground, in opposite directions; and the enemy 
appeared on the opposite heights of Bladensburgh, about 
a mile distant, and halted fifteen or twenty minutcs. 
thii! was about 12 o'clock. The troops from the city 
were disposed of as they arri,-ed. Captain Burch, with 
three pieces of artillery, was stationed on the exh-pme 
left of the infantry of the line; and a rifle company, 
armed with muskets, near the battery, to sU}llort it. 
About this time the Secretary of vVar arrived, and in a 
few minu((:s after, the President and Attorney General, 
and proceeded to examine the disposition of the troops. 
In the mean time, as the en~my advanced into Bladens­
burgh, the officers were forming rapidly the second 
line. The command of Commodore Barney came up 
in a trot, and formed his mcn on the right of the main 
road, in a line with the command under Colonels Beall 
and Hood, with a considerabJe vacaney, o',vin:c; to the 
·;round. The heavy artillery, (\'illffiodore Barney 

1:J 
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planted in the road, the three 12 pounders to the right, 
under Captain Miller, who commanded the flotillamen 
and marines, as infantry, to support the artillery. Lieu­
tenant Colonel Kramer, with a battalion of Maryland 
militia, was posted in a wood, in advance of the ma­
rines and Colonels Beall and Hood's command. The 
regiment under command of Colonel Magruder, was 
stationed on the left of Com. Barney, and in a line with 
him and Col. Beall. The regiment under command of 
Col. Brent, and Maj. 'Varrillg's battalion, and some other 
,mall detachmellts, formed in the left flank of this second 
I inc, and ill the rear of Major Peter's battery; and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, with the regulars, wa~ placed 
in advance of Colonell'.Iagrnder, and to the left, form­
ing a line towards Major Peter's battery, but in such a 
manner as not to mask it; other small detachments in 
various directions. 

About half after 12 o'clock, while the second line 
was thus forming, the enemy approached, and the battle 
commenced; the Baltimore artillery opened a tire and 
dispersed the enemy's light troops now advancing along 
the street of the village, who took a temporary cover 
behind the houses and trees, in loose order, and present­
ed objects only occasionally for the fire of the callDon. 
The enemy commenced throwing his rockets, and his 
light troops began to concentrate near the bridge, and to 
press across it and the river, whieh was fordable above. 
The battalion of riflemen under Major Pinkney, now 
united gallantl y with the fire from the battery. For 
some minutes the tire was continued with considcnblc 
effect; the enemy's column ,\"as not only dispcr;eu 
while in the streets, but while approaching the bridge 
they were tl:rowll into some confusion, and the J3ri~j~,h 
officers were seell exerting themselves to pre~s the so!­
die:, on. HavilJ~ now g:li!led the bJ iclg'~, it was passed 
rapldly, ,mJ as tne euerny crosseu, flanked formed the 
line and ~l(h'atlced steadiJ): 011, y,hieh comp~lled the ar­
tIllery anu battalIOn of ntlnoen to oj n, wa\' after which 
'1' P' k ", J' ", aJor III ney was s(:Y(,rely wounded. He ex'~rted 
k:mclf h rally hiq men, and sucr'e,·d,·,1 :It a sm"ll ,lio 
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t~\Hce in the re~r of his first position, and united wigl 
the fifth Baltimore regiment. 

It appears from the reports of several officers, Stans., 
bury, Pinkney, Law, Sterret, &c. that the command 01 
General 8ransbury was 3 or 400 yards in the rear of the 
battery, and Major Pinkney's riflemen and some other 
small corps to the left of the battery; of course this 
small party had to fight with the whole force of the ene­
my until they retired; and the enemy occupied the 
ground they left without any considerable resistance, as 
the enemy marched on without haiting, after the bridge 
was passed. Captain Burch and Colonel Sterfet were 
about the same distance, when Colonel Sterret wa,. or­
dered to advance to support the first line. One of the 
pieces of artillery was abandoned, but spiked previously. 
The enemy soon took ad,'ulltage of the trees of an or­
chard which was occupied or held by the force which 
had just retreated, and kept up a galling fire on part of 
our line. Captain Burch's artillery and a small detach­
ment near it, now opened a cro'~; fire upon the enemy. 
Cohnel Sterret, with the fifth Baltimore rcgimellt, was 
{)rdered to advance and make a prompt movement until 
ordered to halt, as at this lDC,l1lc'lll the rockets assuming 
a more horizontal direction and passing ncar the hl'lL'J, of 
Colonels Schutz ann Ragan's regiments, the right gave 
way, which ,vas foilowed in a f,~w minutes by a g,'~nl'rd 
flight of the two regiment:" in defiance of all the ,'x('r' 
tions of Generals 'Winder, Stansbury, and other officers, 
Burch's artillery and the 5th regiment remained with 
firmness; the orchard obstructed their fire j but notwich 
standing, the enemy'~ light troops were for a moment 
driven back by them; the enemy having gained the 
right flank of the fifth, which exposed it, Burch's artil­
lery, and Colonel Sterret who commanded the fifth, were 
ordered by General 'Vinder to retrat, with a view of 
torming at a small distance in the rear j but, inste:d of 
retiring in order, th~ fifth, like the other two regiments 
under General Stan.~bury, i.J a very few minutes were 
retreating in disorder a:ld confusion, notwithstandjng the 
exertions or Colonel Sterret to preyent it. From report<' 
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of various officers, exertions were made to rally the men 
and to bring them again to battle, which partly succeed­
ed in the first instance; but ultimately, and in a short 
time, all attempts were vain, and the forces routed; and 
the first line, together with the horse, were totally rout­
ed and retreated in a road which forked in three direc­
tions ; one branch led by Rock Creek Church, to Ten­
leytowll and Montgomery court-house; another led to 
Georgetown, and a third to the city of Washington. 
It does not appear that any movement was made or at­
tempted by the cavalry or horsemen, although the enemy 
to the left were ill open and scattered order, as they 
pursued or pressed upou our lines, and a most fortunate 
moment presented itself for a charge of cavalry and 
horsemen. 

It may be proper here to observe, that General 'Winder 
states his exertions to direct the retreating line to the 
capitol, with a view of rallying. This intention is cor­
roborated by Colonel Sterret; bnt it appears as if this 
(ldermillation was not generally understood by the offi· 
cers or men. Colonel Kramer, posted on the ri!;ht of 
the road and in advance of Commodore Barney, was 
next dra,Yn from his po:,itiol1 after having maintained 
his ground with consi(il-rable injury to the enemy, and 
retreated UpU::l the commaIlll of Colonels Beall and 
Hood, on a commanding eminence to the right. After 
the retreat of the militia under Colonel Kramer from 
his first position, the enemy's column in the road was 
exposed to an alii mated discharge from Major Peter's 
artillery, \yhich continued until they came in contact 
with Commodore Barney; here the enemy met thc 
greatest resi,tance and sustained the greatest loss, ad­
yancing upon our retreating line. 'When the enemy 
came in full "iew, and in a heavy column in the main 
road, Commodore Barney ordered an 18 pounder to be 
opened upou them, which completely clcared the road, 
scattered and repulsed the enemy for a moment. In 
several attempts to rally and adva'nce the enen", was 
repulsed, which induced him to flank to the rio-ht ~f our 
lines i~ the .open field. Here Captain Mill:r opened 
llpon hIm WIth the three 12 pounder", and the flotilla' 
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men acting as infantry, with considerable effect. The 
enemy continued flanking to the right and pressing upon 
the command of Colonels Beall and Hood, which gave 
way after three or four rounds of ineffectual fire, at ;L 

considerable distance from the ellemy, while Colonel 
Beall and officers attempted to rally the men on thi~ 
high position. The enemy very soon gained the flank, 
and even the rear of the right of the second line. 
Commodore Barney, Captain Miller, and some other 
officers of his command being wounded, his ammuni­
tion wagon having gOlle ofl" in the disorder, and that 
which the marines and flotillamen had, being exhausted; 
in thIS situation, a retreat was ordered by CommodoR 
Barney, who fell himself into the hands of thc enemy. 

The second line was not exactly connected, but post· 
ed in advantageous positions in connexion with, and 
supporting each other. The command of General Smith, 
including the Georgetown and city militia, still remained 
in order and firm, without any part having given away, 
as well as the command of Lieutenant Colonel Scott 01 
the regulars, and some other corps. The enemy's light 
troops had in the mean time advanced on the left sid(· 
of the road, and had gained a line parallel with Smith', 
command, and in endeavouring to turn the flank Colonel 
Brent was placed in a position calculated to preyent it, 
the enemy also advanced, and came within long shot of 
part of Colonel .:\1 agruder's command, which opened a 
partial fire, but without effect; and at this moment, and 
in this situation, General 'Winder ordered the whole of 
the troops, then stationary, to retreat, which was efiectc~ 
with as much order as the nature of the ground and the 
occasion would permit; these troops, after retreating 5 
or 600 paces, were halted and formed; but were ap;ain 
ordered to retreat, by General "\'Viuder. G;;neral "Vin· 
der then gaye orders to collect and form the troops on the 
heights west of the turnpike gate, about one mile and a 
half from the capitol, which order was in part executed 
and the forces formed by General Smith ahd the othe~ 
officers, when Colonel George Minor came \lp with his 
regiment of Virginia volunteers, and united his forces 
wi~h General Smith's c9mmand, having been detaincd; 

19'" 
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as before stated, in obtaining arms, ammunition, &c'i 
but while in the act of forming, General 'Winder gan 
orders to relire to the capitol, with au expectation of 
being united with the troops of the first liue. Colonel 
Minor was ordered to take a certain position and cover 
the retreat of all the forces, by remaining until all had 
marched for the capitol. The troops were again halted 
at the capitol, while General 'nnder was in conference 
with Colonel Monroe and General Armstrong. 

The first line and the cavalry, except one troop of 
Colonel Layall's, had taken a route which did not bring 
them to the capitol j the most of them had proceeded 
north of the District of Columbia, and others dispersed 
and returned home, and sought refreshment in the coun­
try. The commauding General represellted the diminu­
tion of his force, the dispersion of a large portion of it, 
the want of discipline, the great fatigue of the troops, 
and belIeved that it would be impossible to make etlect­
ual resistance to the illvasion of the city j nor did he 
think it would be proper to attempt to defend the capi­
tol, the troops beiug without provisions, and which 
would leave every other part of the city to the mercy of 
the enemy, and the pro~pect of lo~ing his army. In 
this consultation, the Secretaries of State and "r ar, it 
appears, concurrcd in their views, with General 'Villder, 
and advised him to retire and rally the troops upou the 
heights of Georgetown j this produced an order for the 
wLole forces to retreat ftOm capitol hill throuoh Georrre­
town. On receiving this order, the troops :,oinced the 
deepest anguish; and that order which had been pre­
viously mamtaincd, was deotroyed. General .... mith, in 
his repoll, mes thiS language: "'Vhen the order for a 
retreat from ('Jf'llol hill was received, the troops evinced 
an angudl be) ond the power of language to express." 
The trool);' \vue Lalt.ca at Tenleytown, and all attempt 
wa& made to collect ther:1 together, which only partially 
succeeded. Some returned home; some went in pur. 
SUlt of reaeshments j and those that. halted, gave them­
sei,Hs '.Ip to the ~Ilcontrolled feelings which fatigue, 
;XllaustlOlJ, prIvatIon, and disappointment produced. 
fhe force thus collected Wali marched about fire mile& 
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up the Potomack, and early in the morning, Thursday 
the 25th, orders were given to assemble the troops at 
l\'1ontgomery court-house. General Wiuder seems to 
have taken this position with a view to collect his forces, 
and to interpose for the protection of Baltimore, in case 
the enemy marched upon it, as it was anticipated by him. 
On the 23d, General Winder despatched an order to the 
commanding officer at Fort 'Vashington, to place pa­
troles on every road leading to the garrison; and upon 
the event of his being taken in the rear of the Fort, v, 
blow it up and retire across the river. On the 26th, the 
army at Montgomery took up the line of march about 
ten o'clock, towards Baltimore; General 'Vinder pro­
ceeded on to Baltimore. On the 27th, General Smith's 
brigade marched to this district. 

The distance from Benedict to the city of Washing­
ton, by Blandensburgh, is upwards of fifty miles. The 
enemy was without baggage wagons or meallS of trans­
portation; his troops much exhausted with fatigue; 
many compelled to qUIt the ranks, and extraordinary 
exertions used to keep others in motion; and as if un­
able to pursue our forces, remained on the battie ground; 
the enemy's advance reached this city about 8 o'clock 
in the evening, the battle baving ended about 2 o'clock, 
or before The main body of the enemy remained on 
the heights west of the turnpike gate. 

Doctor Catlett, the superintending Surgeon, who was 
admitted to attend upon the lrounded, and who passed. 
through the enemy's camps, and remained at Blandens~ 
burgh until the city was evacuated, had the best oppor­
tunity of estimating the loss on both sides, as well as a 
good opportunity of ascertaiuiug the number and force 
of the enemy. His estimate is as follows: 

Of the enemy -On Capitol Hill, 700; Turnpike 
Hill, 2,000; wounded at Blandensburgh, 300; attend­
ants, 3UO; wounded and at endants in the city of \Vash­
ington, 60; killed at Blandensburgh and the city, 180; 
total foree, 3,540. This statement is corroborated by 
all information in his power, besides his own observa­
tions. Mr. Law estimated the enemy, 011 his march, at 
5,000; but from the best iuformation, his estimate 
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would be about 4,500. Colonel Monroe, who viewed 
the enemy on his march, estimated the number at about 
6,000. General Winder states that the best opinion at 
the Wood Yard, made the enemy from 5 to 7,000. 
Our forces are variously estimated; and, indeed, from 
the mauner of collecting them, and their dispersion, 
makes it difficult to ascertain the number with perfect 
accuracy. General Stansbury represents Colonel Ra­
gan's regiment at 550, Colonel Shutz's regiment at 700, 
{jolonels Beall and Hood's at 800, Colonel Sterret's 
regiluent at 500, Major Pinkney's command, including 
two companies of artillery, 300; making 2,953. But 
General 'Vinder estimates Colonel Beall, 6 or 700; de­
duct 100, this leaves 2,853. To which add the com­
mand of General Smith, and militia that united with 
him at the Wood Yard, Battalion Old Fields, the regulau 
under Lieutenant Colonel Scott, Barney's command, 
the cavalry, &c ,3,200; making an aggregate number 
of 6053. Besides this force, several detachments are 
spoken of by General ·Winder's officers not known, 
amounting to several hundred. But as a small detach. 
ment was left at the Eastern Branch Bridge, others, 
particularly some of the cavalry, were on detachment, 
reconnoitering, &c.; the number of our forces may be 
estimated at least 6,000, including about 20 pieces of 
artillery, two 18 pounders, 3 twelves, :ind the others, 6 
pounders. Our loss on the field of hattie, killed, is es· 
timated by the superintending Surgeon, at 10 or 12, and 
the wounded, some of whom died, at about 30. Gen­
eral Winder's official report estimates our loss at about 
30 killed and 50 wounded. 

The probable estimate of British forces on the 24th 
August: Total,4,500. Kiiled at B1adensburgh and in 
the city, 800; wounded at both places, 300. Amer­
i;an forces, ?,OOO. Killed, 20; wounded, 40; be. 
5ldes the regiment under Colonel Minor 600 infantry 
and 100 horse, which met the retreat on the west of the 
tur~pike gate; and General Young's brigade, about 500, 
which was ordered to remain on the banks of the Poto­:nack , abou~ 12 miles frolll the city of 'Vashington, un­
.21 th" cvemog of the 24th, when he crossed Oyer te AI." 



IllSTORY OF THE LATE WAR. 

I'xanuria, and proceeded to Montgomery Court-House, 
to join the main army. 

The enemy, on the evening of the 25th, made the 
greatest exertions to leave the city of Washington. 
They had about 40 indifferent looking horses, 10 or 12 
carts and wagons, one ox cart, one coach, and several 
gigs; these were sent to Bladensburgh to move off the 
wounded j a drove of 60 or 70 cattle preceded this par­
ty. Arriving at Bladensburgh, the British Surgeon was 
ordered to select the wounded who could walk, the 40 
lwrses were mounted by those who could ride, the carts 
and wagons loaded, and ,upwards of 90 wounded left 
behind. About 12 o'clock at night, the British army 
passed through Bladensbllfgh and parties continued un­
til morning, and stragglers until after mid day. The 
retreat of the enemy to his shipping was precipitate ap~ 
parently under an alarm and it is supposed that it was 
known to him that our forces had marched to Montgom­
ery court-house. 

The Hon. Richard Rush, General Stansbury, Major 
'Vm. Pinkney, Dr. Catlett, and Mr. Law, all r<'mark, 
General Winder was active, and zealous, encouraged 
the men, and exp03ed himself, and acted as a man of 
firmness during the engagement, and endeavoured to 
rally, with other officers, the lines as they gave way. 

There seems to be a general concurrence of state­
ments, that our forces were much fatigued, and worn 
down with marching, counter marching, and their 
strength much exhausted, during their service, by re­
-ruaining under arms much of the night, as well as th. 
day, by false alarms, and otherwise. Nor does it ap­
pear, that it was generally known, among the officers 
and men of the first line, that the forces from the city 
were formed behind in the second line, to meet the ene­
my and support them. This statement is made by Gen­
eral Stanbury, Major W m. Pinkney) and some otllr[ 
officers of the first line. 



OPRRATION~ ON LAKE OXTARIO, IN It>lL 

ON the evening of the 12th of May, Sir J. L. YC(I 

lppeared off the mouth of Genesee river. On the 13th 
the Commodore demanded the surrender of the village, 
and in case of refusal, threatened to land 1200 regulars 
and 40(/ Indians. The alarm occasioned by the appcar­
ance of the eaemy had readIed the interiour of Ontario 
county. General Porter and _ Colonel Hopkins, with a 
large number of volunteers, hastened to the defence of 
the place. The enemy contented himself with throwing 
a great number of rockets, shells. and shot from the 
size of grape to 68 pounds. He finally withdrew on 
the morning of the 14th, without daring to land. 

About the middle of June, Lieutenant Gregory, was 
despatched by Commodore Chauncey for the purpose of 
destroying a brigade of boats which were ascending the 
St. La\' rence. His force consisted only of three gigs, 
having only their crew and one settee in each boat. 
On the 19th of June, Lieutenant Gregory found he had 
been discoyered by the enemy's look-out boats, and that 
a gun boat bad been sent in pursuit, which was then 
close upon him; he instantly formed the bold design of 
boarding her, which he did, without losing a man. She 
proved to be a fine gun boat, mounting one IS pounder, 
and manned by eighteen royal marines; being after­
wards closely pursued by a very large gun boat, lie was 
obliged to scuttlc his prize. 

On the 28th of June, this active and enterprising offi· 
cer succeeded in de:;troying by stratagem a large 3choon­
('f on the stocks at PrICsqu'ile on the north side of lake 
Ontario. She was a stout, well built vessel, and would 
pr0bably have been launched in ten days. 

On the 7th of August, Commodore Chauncey chased 
one of the enemy's vessels ashore near Niagara Shf' 
wa~ formerly th~ Prince Regent, find mounted 14 guns. 
Bemg .l~aded WIth stores for the garrison of Niagara, 
-he BrItish blew her up. 
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About thelliast of September, a gig belongi.ng to the 
_~merican squtdron, with an officer and four men, cap­
tured near the outlet of the lake, six boats, manned 
with 35 men, all armed, and laden with brandy, crates, 
and dry goods, bound to Kingston, and brought them all 
to Sacket's Harbour. The boats and their car!!oes WI',-

estimated at $12,000. ~ 



EXPEDITION AGAINST lIHCHILBBCKI::' ACK. 

<"-BOUT the 5th of July, a military and naval expe­
dition sailed from Detroit, under the orders of Colonel 
Croghan and Commodore Sinclair, for the double pur­
pose of reducing the garrison of Michilimackinack, and 
of securing a naval ascendency on the upper lakes. 
The fleet first touched at St. Josephs, where troops were 
landed, and the Fort, which had been evacuated, burnt. 
Major Holmes marched to the Sault de St. Marie, for 
the purpose of breakiug up the enemy's establishment. 
The agent of the N. 'V. Company being informed of 
the approach of our troop~, escaped with a part of the 
merchandize deposited there, though a considerable 
quantity was concealed in the woods. A valuable ves­
sel was taken at the entrance into Lake Superiour, but 
which was lost in an attempt to bring her down over the 
Sault. 

The expedition next proceeded to Michilimackinack, 
and a landing of the troops under Colonel Croghan and 
Major Holmes was effected at some distance from the 
Fort. But in attempting to force his way to the garri­
son, Colonel Croghan found the enemy too strong in 
numbers and position, to accomplish his object. Accor­
dillgly, after an hour's desperate fighting, he was com­
pelled to order a retreat; which, however, was effected 
in good order. This affair cost many ,-aluable lives. 
The intrepid Major Holmes, who had so nobly distin­
gUIshed himself in the preceding Spring, on the Thames, 
was a~ong the killed. Captain Van Horne of the 19th, 
:m.d. LIeutenant Jackson of the 24th infantry, both pro­
mlsmg. young n~en, fell, mortally wounded, at the head 
of thell' respectIve commands. The small numbrcrs of 
the troops, compared with the strength of the enemy's 
,~orkE and the cloud of Indian allies lurking in the Yi­
Cllllty '. determi~ed Col,onel Croghan to relinquish farther 
operatlOlls agamst 1\lIchilimackinack' at least during 
that Se!1.<;C-D. No blame has ('Hr been 'ascribed to Cnln-
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!lei Croghan, as every thing was done that bravery, 
vigilance, and skill coulll accomplish. The American 
lass was 13 killed, 51 wounded, and 2 missiDf;. A few 
of the wounded fell into the hands of the eueITlY, who, 
shocking to record, were butchered by the ferocious 
~avages in British pay. 'fhe hearts of these unfOitunate 
men were taken out and eaten at an Indian festival held 
at the Fort, and at which was present Major M'Dowell, 
the English commander of the place, and his officers !* 

Colonel Croghau was fortunate enough to learn that 
the most eligible line of communication from York to 
l'1iaekinaw, &c. was by lake Simcoe and Nawtawwaw­
saga river, which empties into lake Huron about 100 
miles south-east of its head. 

The expedition arrived off the mouth of this river on 
the 13th of August, where the enemy had a block 
house, and the schoone! N 'lucy, with a very valuable 
cargo of several hundled barrels of provisions destined 
to supply the garrison ot Mackinaw, at anchor in the 
harbour. The troops Fere quickly disembarked on the 
Peninsula formed by thp river and lake, for the purpose 
of fixing a camp. A fire was opened upon the block 
house, but with little eflect. At 12 o'clock two howit­
zers being placed within a few hundred yards, com­
menced a fire whicl! L,ted but a few minutes, when the 
hlock house biew up; neJ.!'ly at the same instant the 
Nancy was em-eloped in flames, by the bursting of a 
"hell; no part of the vessel or cargo was saved. The 
enemy's garrison escaped into the woods, and the expe­
clition returned to Detroit, except gun boats Tigress and 
Scorpion, who were left on lake Huron to prevent the 
(~nemy's small boats throwing supplies into ]\lacl;i!,a\v. 
The~e"yeslels were unfortunately ~urprised by the ene­
lilY, arllI taken in October foliowing. Commodore Sin­
clJir captured, during the cruise on lake HuroH, the 
British schooner Mink, laden with three hundred barrels 
of tlour, the last of their vessels on the upper lakes. 

-------------------
C' c: ee Commodore Sinclair's official sLatemen!, 
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'iE::-iERAL l\l'ARTHUR'S EXPEDITIoN INTO C.U;AD." 

ON the 22d of October, GenerallVI'Arthur with 600 
mounted volunteers, 50 rangers, and 70 Indians, left 
Detroit on a secret expedition against the enemy. The 
General justly suspecting the futility of some of the 
citizens of Detroit, had the address to induce a general 
belief among the inhabitants of the place, that the object 
of his movement was the chastisement of the Indians at 
Sagaunia, on the south side of lake Huron. To keep 
up the deception, he actually went round lake St. Clair, 
by crossing the strait of the same name at Beldone, and 
all the streams which fall into that bke between Lord 
Selkirk's settlement and the river Thames. To O\'er­
come the natural obstacles in this route, is sufficient to 
pstablish his claim to uncommon fortitude and perse­
verance. Several rivers were crossed by sw'imming. 
The general aspect of tbe country is low and swampy. 

General M' Arthur reached the Moravian towns on the 
30th of October. Here he had the good fortune to take 
a British sergeant who was going to Burlington Heights 
with the news, that the expedition had passed into Ca­
nada. This enabled the General to reach Delaware 
'mdiscovered. The rangers were detached on a circu­
itous route in order to reach the rear of the settlements 
and guard the different roads, while the main body were 
engaged in swimming their horses and transporting their 
baggage on rafta. They were thus enabled to arrive at 
Oxford, 150 miles from Detroit, before the inhabitants 
b.ew that a force was approaching. 

The next ciety, November 5, the detachm.J.:!&lceed­
ed to Burford. A few hours before their arri~l, thE­
enemy had retreated to Malcom's mills, ten miles dis­
tant. It was the General's intention to have erossed 
Grand rive~ \yithout regarding the force at the mills, and 
~ttack BurlIngton; but on arriving at that river he found 
It swellc:d by the rains to such a degree that i~ wa~ im­
possi~le to ford it; he therefore determined to attack 
and dIsperse the militia at the milk 
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The enemy to the number of between 4 and 500 were 
found encamped on a commanding ground behind a 
..:-reek deep and difficult of passage, except at a bridge 
immediately in their rear. The Ohio troops, with the 
advance guard of Indians, were thrown over the creek 
under cover of a thick wood, to oppose the enemy in 
rear, while the Kentucky troops were to attack in front 
as soon as the attention of the enemy was engaged by 
the c,ttBck in rear. The whole of the enemy would un­
doubtedly have been completely surprised and captured, 
but for the too hasty yell from one of our Indians, which 
anlloullced the approach of the troops ad,'ancing against 
their rear. They were nevertheless defeated and dis­
persed with -the loss Gf one captain and seventeen pri. 
vates killed, nine privates wounded, .and III prisoners i 
while our loss was only one killed, and six wounded. 

After this brilliant affair, the General pursued his 
route to Dover, and burnt five mills employed in the use 
of the British army. 

The humanity of General M' Arthur, and the disci­
pline he maintained in his corps, disarmed the people {If 
their prejudice which the conduct of Hull had excited 
in their minds. 

The General was at one time within one day1s march 
of Fort Erie, and was about to move to that point and 
form a junction with General Izard, at the very moment 
he learnt that our army had re-passed the Niagara. 
This information induced the General to return to De­
troit, where he arrived, without accident, on the 17th 
of November. The General speaks in terms of admi­
ration at the almost unusual good conduct of his officers 
and men. 



£XPEDITIO:-; OF SIR GEORCE PREYOBT AGAINST PLATT.'­

BeRGH. 

T HE withdrawal of nearly 4000 men under General 
Izard from the Chamr;lain frontier, pre'l'l!kd to the 
Governour-General of Canad~l the prospect of an easy 
conquest of Plattsburgh and the gallant little army of 
Generall\'Iacomb. 

Having collected all the dispo"~l~)le force in Lo,,-c'r 
Canada, Sir George Prevost entered the territory of the 
Unit"d States on the 1st of September, 1814, with a 
force officiall)- estimated at 1-1,000 men, the greater parI 
yeteran troops who had fought in Spain and France 
under the banners of 'Vellin~ton. He first occupitod 
the village of Champlain, wllere he avowed his inten­
tim,,;, and issued orders and proclamations tending to 
dissuade the people from their allegiance, und invitill:5 
them to furnish his army with provisiom. He imme­
diately began to impress the wagons and teams in the 
vicinity, and loaded them with his hea\-y baggage and 
stores. 

At this time General lHacomb had not an organized 
battalion, General Izard having taken the flower of the 
army to the Niagara frontier. The garrison was com­
posed of the convale.;cents and the recruits of the new 
regiments; all in th,' greatest confusion, as well as the 
ordnance and stores, and the works in no state of de­
fcnce.* 

To create an -emulation and zeal among the olficel S 

and men in completing the works, General i'Iac.omb 
divided them into detacbments and placed them near 
the several forts; declaring in orders, that each de\achT 
ment was the garrison of its own works, and bound to 
defcrd them to the last extremity. It is thus that all 
able ge~eral k~ows how to call el-ery physical and moml 
'~nergy lIlto actlOn. 

'Yc h~/e followed the text of Gen, :\laco'nb, with slight ,-aria',ic,,, 
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The enemy advanced cautiously and by short marches; 
our men worked day and night, so that by the time he 
made his appearance before the place, every thing was 
in readiness to receive him. 

The principal fort which stands on the right bank of 
the Samnack, a short distance from the lake, is called 
Fort Moreau; and to remind the troops of the actions of 
their brave countrymen, the General called the redoubt 
on the right, Fort Brown; and that on the left, Fort 
Scott. Besides these three works, there were two 
block houses strongly fortified. The whole number of 
regular troops amounted to about 1500 men. The mi­
litia were called out en masse. The regiment from 
Clinton county, under Lieutenant Colonel Miller, were 
the first to assemble. The brigade of General Wright 
followed the example. The whole, under General 
Mooers, amounted to about 700 men, who advanced on 
the 4th seven miles Oll the Beekmantown road to watch 
the motions of the enemy, and skirmish with him as he 
advanced; to obstruct the roads by fallen trees, and to 
break up the bridges. 

The inhabitants of .the village fled with their families 
and effects, except a few worthy citizens and some boys 
who formed themselves into a party, and were very 
useful. 

Oll the lake road at Dead Creek bridge, the General 
posted 200 men under Captain Sproul, with orders to 
abbatis the woods, to place obstructions in the road and 
fortify himself. In advance of this position was Lieu­
tenant Colonel Appling with 110 riflemen. On the 6th, 
before day light, the enemy advanced on both roads. 
The militia skirmished with his advanced parties, and 
except a.few brave men, they fell back most precipitately 
in the greatest disorder, notwithstanding the British 
troops did not deign to fire on them, except by their 
flanks and advanced patroles. The night previous, 
Major "'food advanced with a detachment of 250 men 
to support the militia, and set them an example of firm­
ness. Captain Leonard, of the light artillery, was di­
rected to proceed with two pieces to be on the ground 
before day light, but failed. Major Wood with his par 

20 llo 
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ty disputed the road with great obstinacy, but the mili­
tia could not be prevailed 011 to stand, although the field, 
were divided by strong stone walls. 

Finding that the enemy's columns had penetrated 
within a mile of Plattllburgh, the General despatched 
his Aid-de-camp, Lieutenant Root, to bring off the de·· 
tachment at Dead Creek, and to inform Colonel .A ppling 
that he wished him to fall on the enemy's right flank. 
The Colonel fortunately arrived just in time to save his 
retreat, and to fall in with the head of a column debauch­
ing from the woods. Here he poured in a most de­
structive fire from his riflemen at rest, and continued to 
annoy the column Ulltil he formed a junctIOn with Major 
'Vood. The field pieces aho did considerable execution. 
So undaunted, however, was the encmy, that he neye: 
deployed in his whole march, always pressing on in 
column. The ",hole force of the enemy having ap­
proached the Saranack, our troops withdrew to the south 
Eide, disputing e\'ery inch of ground as they retired. 
The enemy's light troops occupied the houses near the 
bridge, and kept a constant firing from the windows and 
balconies j but the hot shot from the fort soon put the 
buildings in flames, and obliged these sharp shooters to 
retil':. The enemy made constant attempts during the 
whole day to dislodge our men from the lower bridge, 
and suffered dearly for his perseverance. An al~mpt 
was made to cross the upper bridge, which was hand­
somely repelled by the militia. The planks were taken 
off the bridges and piled np in form of breastworks. 
The rear of the enemy arrived towards night with llis 
heavy artillery and ba::;gage, on the lake road, where he 
was ~or2ly galled by our row gallies. The enemy en­
camped Oil the ridge west of the town, occupying an 
extent of nearly three miles. 

From the 6th until the morning of the lIth an almost 
continued skirmishing was kept up, betwee~ the ene­
my's pickets and the militia on the ri\'er' and in the 
mean ti~e ~he dreadful. no,,' of preparation' continually 
~esoundlllg l~ bo~h anDles. Our's was busily employed 
III stre~gthelllng Its works; their's in erecting batteries, 
C(llleclmg ladders, and brinv,ing up its heayy or{/nance. 
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The New-York and Vermont volunteers were pouring 
in from all quarters. General Mooers ,vas directed to 
keep his force along the Saranaek to prevent the ene­
my's crossing, and to send a strong body into his rear 
and keep it in continual alarm. 

On the morning of the 11 th, the British fleet made 
its appearance round Cumberland Head, and at nine 
bore down and engaged our flotilla at anchor in the bay 
off the to,vn. This was the signal for a general attack 
by Jand. At the same instant the British simultaneously 
opened several batteries and continued throwing bomb 
shells, shrapnells, balls, and congreve rockets until sun 
set, when the bombardment ceased, the superiority of 
our fire having silenced all the enemy's batteries. The 
naval engagemen t lasted two hours, in full view of both 
armies. Our troops all cheered at the result. Three 
efforts were made by the enemy to pass the river at the 
commencement of the cannonade, to carry the works by 
storm j for which purpose he had provided an immense 
number of scaling ladders. 

One attempt was made to cross at the village bridge, 
and another at the upper bridge, and a third at a ford 
about three miles from the works. At the two first he 
,,-as repulsed by the regulars. At the ford, by the brave 
volunteers and militia, where he suffered severely in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners; a considerable body 
having crossed the stream, compelled the militia to re­
tire before them about a mile and a half, when the re­
sistance became too formidable for them to advance far­
ther. They kept always in close column, and the ground 
being peculiarly favourable, it gave the militia a fine 
opportunity to take sure aim from behind every tree, 
log, or stump. The Vermont volunteers, who hastenetl 
to the scene of action, hung on the enemy's flanks and 
made many prisoners. Had the British remained on the 
south side thirty minutes longer, the whole detachment 
must have been cut off. 

A daring enterprise was executed by Captain M'Gl.as­
sin, who was ordered to ford the river and attack a party 
constructing a battery, within 500 yards of Fort Brown, 
which he handsomely performed at miunight, with 50 



'236 HISToRY OF THE L.\T£ WAR, 

men j drove off the 'working party consisting of lou) 
and defeated a covering party of the number; killing 
one officer and six men in the charge, and wounding 
many more. 

Being repulsed at all points, at dusk the enemy with­
drew his artillery from the batteries and raised the siege.. 
At nine, under cover of the night, he sent off all the 
baggage he could find transports to .carry, At tW8 

o'clock in the morning, the army precipitately retreated, 
leaving th .. ir sick and wounded behind, whom he rec­
ommended to the humanity of the American General. 

The British camp was found covered with vast quan­
tities of provisions partially destroyed, concealed in 
holes, buried in the earth, and thrown into ponds and 
creeks. Also an immense .quantity of bomb shells, 
grape shot, muskets, ammunition, flints, &c. &e.j in­
trenching tools of all sorts, tents, markees, clothing, &c. 

A continual fall of rain and a violent storm prevented 
~t general pursuit. The light troops harrassed their rear, 
captured several baggage wagons, and some prisoners. 

The total loss of the enemy was upwards of 2,000, 
about 300 of whom were .deserters. 

The American loss, from the 6th to the 1 Uh of Sep­
tember, W::\5 37 killed, 62 wounded, and 20 missing, • 



NAY_\L ACTIO:-1 ON L.\KE CIIA~IPLAI1\. 

'I' HIS battle was fought on the llth of September, 
1814, iu full view of the American and British armico', 
iD Plattsburgh bay. 

The American fleet, consisted of the ship Saratoga, 
of 16 guns, brig Eagle, 20, schooner Ticonderoga, 17, 
Preble sloop, 7, and 10 gun boats, carrying 16 gum:, 
making iu all,86 guns. 

The British fleet, under Commodore Downie, ('(li11-

prised the new ship l.a CoufiaTlce, of 39 guns, brig Lin­
net of 16, sloop Chubb of II, sloop Eagle of 10, and 
thirteen gun boats, carrying 18 guns, which gave lht 
enemy a superiority o[ 9 gUllS. 

The British fleet was manned by 1,030 men, the 
American by 820. 

"Vhen the enemy made his appearance, the American. 
tleet were at auchor in line of battle. He also anchor-· 
ed in line at the distance of 300 ords from Commodore 
J'.i'Donough's line, with La Coi:tfiance opposed to the 
Saratoga, his brig to the Eagle, his gallies and sloops to 
the Ticonderoga and Preble and a division of our gal­
lies; our remaining gallies with the Saratoga and Ea­
gl(~, 

Commodore M'Donough gives the details of the ac­
tion in the following words: 

" 10 this situation, the whole force on both fcidcs be­
came engaged, the Saratoga suffering much [rom the 
heavy fire of the Confiance. I could perceive at th(o 
~ame time, however, that onr fire was very destructive 
to her. The Ticonderoga, Lieutl'nant Commandant 
Cassin, gallantly sustained her full share of the action. 
At half past 10 o'clock, the Eagle, not being able t(, 
bring her guns to bear, cut her cable and anchored in a 
more eligible positioD, between my ship and the Ticon-­
cleroga, where she very much annoyed the enemy, but 
nnfortunately leaving me exposed to a galling fire frolT' 



HISTOUY OF THE LATE WAR. 

the enemy's brig. OUT guns on the starboard side be­
ing nearly all dismounted or not manageabl~, a _ stern 
anchor was let go, the bow cabl~ cut and the slup wmded 
with a fresh broadside on the enemy's ship, which &Don 
after surrendered. Our broadside was then sprung to 
bear on the brig, which surrendered in about fifteen 
miuutes after. 

"The sloop that was opposed to the Eagle, had 
struck some time before and drifted down the line j the 
;,loop which was with the gallies having struck also. 
Three of their gallies are stlid to be sunk, the others 
pulled off. Our gallies were about obeying, with alac­
rity, the signal to follow them, when all the vessels 
were reported to be in a sinking state j it then became 
necessary to annul the ~ignal to the gallies, and order 
their men to the pumps. 

" I could only look at the enemy's gallies going oil' 
in a shattered condition, for there was not a mast in 
either squadron that could stand to make a sail on j the 
lower rigging being nearly shot away, hung down as 
though it had been just placed over mast heads. 

" The Saratoga had 55 round shot in her hull j tll:': 
Confiance 105. The enemy's shot passed principally 
just over our heads, as there was not 20 whole ham­
mocks in the netting~ at the close of the action, which 
lasted without intermision two hours and twenty miu~ 
utes. 

" The absence and sickness of Lieutenant Reymond 
Perry, lef~ me without the services of that excellent 
officer j much ought fairly to be attributed to him {or 
his great care and attention in disciplining the ship's 
crew, as her first Lieutenant. His place was filled by 
a gallant young officer, Lieutenant Peter Gamble, who, 
I regret to inform you, was killed early in the action. 
Acting Lieutenant Vallette worked the 1 st and 2d di­
~-ision of guns with able effect. Sailing Master Brum's 
attention to the springs and in the execution of the 01'­

d~r to wind t~e ship, and occasionally at the guns, met 
WIth my. entIre ap!;,robation; also Captain Youngs, 
commandmg the actmg marines, who took his men to 
,he gl]D~. Mr. Beal, purser, was of great sPf"ice at tho 
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2,1111S, and in carrying my orders throughout the ship with 
Nljdshipman Montgomery. J\~a?t~r's ;'H~te, Joshua J us­
tin had command of the 3d dn'IsIol1; Ius conduct dur­
ing the action was that of a brave and corre(·t olflcer. 
Midshipmen Monteith, Graham, Williamson, Platt, and 
Thwing and actino- Midshipman Bald,vin, all belm-ed 
well, and gave evidence of their making valuable offi­
cers. 

" The Saratoga was twice set on fire by hot shot from 
the enemy's ships. 

" I close, sir, this communication with feelings of 
gratitude for the able support I received from every offi­
cer and man attached to the squadron which I hall the 
honour to command." 

According to an official statement of the purser of the 
Saratoga, the killed and wounded of tIle enemy exceed­
ed 260. The American loss in killed and and wound­
ed amounted to 110. We had but two officers killed; 
these were Lieutenants Gamble and Stansbury. The 
British officers killed, were Commodore Downie, and 
three Lieutenants. 

There was taken on board the enemy's fieet 17,000 
pounds of powder, besides fixed ammunition for their 
r,hips; between 80 and 90,000 pounds of balls, &c.; 
6~0 muske~s, 600 suits of soldiers' clothing, and the 
mnter Cl?t,hlllg for. the whole of the land army. 

In addltJon to thIS, the enemy ~ullk eight tons of balls 
at Chazey, and a vessel laden with various warlike in­
strum,ents at Isle La lUotte, which was ra.ised by the 
A.meflcans. 



;,IrLITARY OPERATIONS ON THE lIIARITBIE FRONTIEK 
OF THE UNITED STATES. 

IN April 1813, Admiral Cockburn entered the Chesa­
peake with three line of b~ttle ships and several frigates, 
and commenced a prctlatory warfare against til? settle­
ments bordtring on the water:; of the bay. 

The villages of Frenchtown, Fredericktown, and 
Georgdown were plundered and partially burnt. No 
respect was paid to private property. The noble Ad­
miral headed the marauding parties, and assisted in 
EteaJing negroes, p;;s, and poultry. Sharp'S and Poplar 
Islands were stripped of eyery livin;; domestick animal; 
Euch as were not in a condition for eating, were bayo­
neted or otherwise destroyed. A Mr. Segourney, the 
master of a small Yessel, was wounded in defending it 
against three launches. He fell wounded, and his men 
jumped overboard, wilen tile enemy got on board and 
linding his colours still flying, knocked out hi~ brain3 
with the end of a musket. 

On the 3d of l\lay, the ,-illage Havre de Grace was 
laid in ~shes, the ,nlldows of the church broken in, and 
the most of the private property carried oft~ ~mong ,yi,icll 
was a gig belonging to Commodore Rodgers, which the 
redoubtable leader of the enterprize, Cockburn, appro­
priated to him~.,21f. 

On the 22d of June, the enemy ,yere foikrl in an at­
tempt upon Crany Island. Three of tht>ir brigs were 
sunk; one of them belonging to Admiral IV arren's ship 
l1arl 75 men in her, most of ",hom were drowned; alJout 
50 of the enemy deserted. Lieutenant Beaty command. 
ed 'he Americans. 

The Eriti:<h with 2,.')00 men attacked Hampton three 
days. afterwards. The r1acf' was d'cfendld by 400 
Amencans, uuder :Major Cratchfielrl who made a"noble 
defence; but ,yere finally overpowe;ed and put to flight. 
I t was here that the enemy excelled himself, if possi-
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hIe in acts of brutal ferocity. Several defenceless wo­
men were dishonoured-two sick men were stabbed in 
their beds, one in the arms of his wife : Negroes were 
encouraged in their rudeness to females,; the church 
was pillaged, and the plate belonging to it taken away. 
An apprehension of an attack from the militia of the 
neighbouring country caused them to return hastily. 

In April, 1814, the enemy made a dash at Pettipaug, 
(Conn.) where they captured and burnt 21 sail of ves­
sels of various tonnage, the value of which was esti­
maded at 150,000 dollars. No resistance was made by 
the inhabitants. 

On the 13th of June they landed at Wareham, in 
:Massachusetts, and burnt five merchant vessels, and set 
fire to a cotton factory, which the inhabitants saved by 
extinguishing the flames after the enemy retreated. 

So;)n after, they entered the harbour of Scituate and 
burnt nine small vessels. 

Early in August a British 74 gun ship, a sloop of war, 
and an armed brig, arrived off Stonington, Connecti­
cut, and commenced bombarding the town, which lasted 
the greater part of three days. The enemy attempted 
to land in their launches, but were driven back. The 
brig which had approached nearest the shore was hulled 
and obliged to haul off. The only defence of the place 
was two 18 pounders and a 4 pounder, worked by a 
company of militia under Colonel Randall. Six of the 
militia received slight wounds; a few of the buildillgs 
were injured. A prodigious number of rockets, balls, 
and shells were thrown into the town. 

On the evening of the lIth of July the British cap­
turd the town and garrison of Eastport, in the prov­
ince of Maine. The fort was defended by six pieces 
of cannon and 40 men. The enemy's force amounted 
to 2000 men, transported on board eight ships of war. 
No defence was made. The vessels in the harbour 
were confiscated, and the inhabitants allowed four days 
eith cr to take the oath of allegiance to his Britanick 
:Ua.i,·,;ty, or to remove from the island. Many of the 
fed cralists preferred remaining on that degrading con 

No. V. 21 
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oition. The place contains about 1000 inhabitants, anl.l 
is situated on an island. 

Castine was the next object of attack j the force em­
Jlloyed on the expedition against it was too strong for the 
garrison, who blew up the fort and evacuated the place. 
The Adams frigate was at that time lying in the mouth 
of the Penobscot. On the approach of the English 
fleet, Captain Morris ascended the river as far as Hamp­
den, where be landed his guns and erected batterie~. 
The enemy, to the number of 2000, pursued. The 
militia who had assembled [or its protection, disgraceful­
ly fled. Captain Morris, after a hopeless re~istance, 
spiked his guns, blew up his yc:~scl, and efiected his es· 
cape through the woods. 

The enemy took possession of Belfast and several 
small places in the diotrid of Maine without opposition, 
and retained undistul bed of them until after t::~ ex­
change of the ratific3.tion of the treaty of Ghent. Se­
veral of the inhabitants were actually tlogged like slans 
by their new mar;ters. 

The contillucd depreciations of the British in th,: 
Chesap"aLe, sugge,(cd to our govelnment tile necessity 
of a flot:Ib on illat b:,y to counteract the enemy' ... Ut­
signs. Three or four !;!-;ht schooners and eight barge, 
were armed and manned by 2CO men, the command of 
which was given to Commodore Barney, an officer of 
triell valour and sl;ill. 

This flotilla was all object of pcculiar attention from 
the enemy j and fi'e-quC[;t attempts were mallc by him 
to de·troy it, in each of v.hich he was TOt~gldy handled, 
owing to our super:o\2r gunners, 8.Iid facility" i,ll "Lie:] 
it could rUII infO shoals wat2T, creeLs, &c. 

About the 16th of August, gn:at ~!arm wac excited 
1\, the arrival of a fon;.idable Eri!;,,], na',-al force in the 
C:1csapeal(e; on boar.] of \~hid; "T~': :;boLt 12.000 
!:::'IJd troops. 



_'l'ITACK o~ BALTDlORB. 

ELATED with recent success, the British General 
descended the Patuxent and prepared to gather fresh 
laurels in an attack on Baltimorc. The citizem of this 
patriotick city, knowing themselves to be the t).:'culiar 
objects of British hatred, had not been unmindful of 
their own safdy; they were prepared to face the ap­
proaching storm. 

On the lOth of September, intelligence was received 
that 50 hostile sail were ascending the bay. A part 
of that formidable expedition tonched at North Point, 
fourteen miles below Baltimore, and disembarked the 
land forces. 

The citizens of Baltimore turned out en 1nasse. A 
part of General "Vinder's force had repaired to that city 
in anticipation of an attack; the militia of the vicinity 
came in. The whole wcre under the orders of Gener­
al Smith. 

General Stricker took a position at the junction of 
two roads leading from the city to North Point; his 
right flanked by Cove Creek, and his left by a marsh. 
He here awaited the approach of the enemy. A re­
connoitering detachmcnt met the enemy's advance, 
skirmished, and retreated to the line. Between 2 and 
3 o'clock, the enemy's whole force came up and com­
menced battle by some discharges of rockets; and soon 
after the action became general along the whole line. 
General Stricker gallantly maintained his position 
against a great superiority of numbers, (or the space of 
one hour and twenty minutes; when a regiment on the 
left gave way, which obliged him to fall back on his re­
serve. He then formed his brigade, but the enemy 
having lost their Commander-in·Chief, General Ross, 
did not renew the attack, and the General fell ba(;k to 
the entrenchments near the city. The enemy made 
"orne further dcmonstrations; bnt finding our troops on 
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the alert at all points, and the entrenchments strong and 
well manned, silently withdrew his troops in the night. 
General Smith states the British loss, as nearly as hI' 
could ascertain, at between six and seven hundred. 
General Stricker's brigade lost about 150 killed and 
wounded. 

At the same time the British army was advancing by 
land, their fleet made its approach by water, and com­
menced a discharge of rockets and bombs as soon as it 
came in range of Fort M'Henry. The situation of 
Major Armstead, the commander of the fort, was pecu­
liarly trying; the enemy having taken his position at 
such a distance as to render offensive operations on his 
part entirely fruitless; while the bombs and rockets 
were every moment falling III and about it; the officers 
and men being at the same time entirely exposed. The 
ves~els, however, had the temerity to approach some­
what nearer. They were as soon compelled to with­
draw. During the night, while the land forces of the 
enemy were retreating, and whilst the bombardment 
was the most severe, two or three rocket vessels anJ 
barges succeeded in getting up the Ferry Branch; but 
they were soon compelled to retire, by the forts and 
batteries in that quarter. These forts also destroyed 
one of the barges with all on board. The loss in Fort 
M'Henry was 4 killed and 24 wounded. The enemy 
finding that there was little to be expected from their 
attack but hard blows, disappeared on the morning of 
the lIth. 

Among the citizens of Baltimore ,yho fell on the 11 th, 
was James Loury Donaldson, a representative in the 
State Legislature from that city. 

The British Admiral, Sir Peter Parker, was killed in 
one of the predatory attempts of the enemy. 

Soon after the repulse of the enemy at Baltimore, he 
withdrew the greater part of his troops and ships of 
war from the Chesapeake; he however left enough to 
maraud and harrass the inhabitants contiguous to the 
bay and its tributary streams. Kent Island was the 
principal. rendezvous of his land troops. The brutality 
:'Ind ferOCIty of the enemy while on that station, exceed, 
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any recorded of the most barbarous nations. Their ex­
pedition up the Rappahannock outstrips previous dep­
redations ; for here British rapacity was found ransack­
ing vaults and tombs, and profaning the sanctuary of the 
dead in quest of plunder. 

At Tappahannock they burnt the court-house, jail, 
Collector's office, Clerk's office, a large ware house, and 
destroyed a large amount of private property. In a 
skirmish they lost 15 men killed and 31 wounded. In 
another, two of their barges lost almost every man on 
board, with twelve prisoners and several deserters. 
Captain Shackleford of the Virginia House of Dele­
gates, attacked a large party of the enemy, with only 60 

(men, but was eventually taken prisoner. 



CREEK WAR. 

'i'HE Muscogees, commonly called the Creeks,inhabit 
the extensive country between the frontiers of Georgia 
and the Tombigbee river. They enjoy a most delight­
ful climate, and are an artful and warlike people. 
Their language is musical, and abounds with a great 
number of remarkable long words. 

Before the commencement of the late war, the DUIll' 
ber of warriours \vas estimated at 6,000; the whole 
population, to 26,000 souls. The British have always 
exercised a preponderating influence over their mind~ ; 
but in 1812, civil dissension produced great bloodsheu 
in the nation. ODe party declared themseh'es against 
the United States, the memies of civilization, and the 
friends of Britain. The other party, headed by the Big 
Warriour, avowed themselves the friends of the Ameri­
"ans and civilization. 

MASSACRE AT FORT MIMS. 
THIS Fort stands on the eastern side of the Abba­

rna, nearly opposite of Fort Stoddert, in the Mississippi 
Territory. Major Beasely, who commanded the garri­
son, had frequent warnings of the danger which awaited 
him; but ilL;kad of preparing to ward off the meditated 
blow, flogged the negroes who informed him of the ap­
pr:>ach of the Iudians. The fort was filled with the 
inhabitants of the ~urrounding 3ettIements. The ap­
pe~1fance of the Indians was sudden and unexpected. 
They had to come through an open field 150 rods wide, 
yet they were within a few steps of the fort before they 
wer~ noti~ed. Th~ gate was open. They rushed im­
mediately mto one SIde of the fort, ,,-hich "1l.s separated 
fro.m the other by !l line of pickets. The \\omen and 
cJllldre~ took refu~e ~n the houses, whi(:h were fired by 
the IndIaUs ; and It IS said that the Indians when the 
buildings Were in fiame<, danced round them ~,ith snag'" 
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0> liglit. A general massacre ensued. One hundreu 
and seven officers and privates; 100 men, women, and 
children j and 100 negroes, fell victims to their fury. 
OlIly eighteen of the whites escaped. This took place 
in August, 1813. 

BATTLE OF TALLUSHATCHES. 

THE alarm and terrour excited by the catastrophe of 
l\1ims pervaded the whole Mississippi Territory and 
spread to the borders of Tennessee and Georgia. Ten 
thousaud militia were put in motion to avenge the blood 
of their f~llow citizens. 

General Jackson was selected to lead the Tennessee 
volunteers to victory and venge anee. He rendezvoused 
at the Teu Islands, in the ri,-er Coosee. On the 2d of 
November, he marched in the night with 900 mounted 
ri!lemen, to enclose the Indian town of Tallushatches. 
He disposed his troops so as to encircle the town; he 
then ordered two companies to advance beyond the cir­
cle of allignment, for the purpose of drawing out the 
enemy Lorn their buildings, which stood in open wood­
land. The plan succ~eded. The Indians began to beat 
their drums, mingled with the most savage yells. They 
rushed out and charged with great fury the reconnoiter­
ing party, who gave way as they advanced, until they 
met the troops in the line, which gaye them a general 
fire and then charged. The Iuclians could not resist the 
shock. They fell back upon their town, when they 
made all the resistance that an ol'crpowered force could; 
they fought as long as one existed. The work was Goon 
over. Our men rushed up to thr:ir houses, and in a 
few minutes killed the last warriour. The enemy 
fought with savage fl:ry, and met death with all its hor­
rours, without shrinking or complaining; not one asked 
to be spared, but fought as long as they could stand or 
sit. Several squaws and childwn were uuiutentionally 
lrilled by our men. One hundred and eighty-six wo.r­
riours were counted dead, besides those killed in the 
woods. Not one escaped to tell the dismal tale. Eighty­
four women and children were taken. Gel.lerai Jackson 
lost fire killed and forty-one wounded, mostly with ax­
rowe, 
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On the 7th, General Jackson received word that the 
friendly Creeks at Talladega were menaced with an 
attack from the hostile Creeks. The distance was thirty 
miles; he marched to their relief in the evening. The 
next morning at sunrise he was within half a mile of 
the encampment of the enemy. Here again the Gen­
eral arranged his columns so as to enclose the enemy in 
a circle. A select corps was pushed forward to bring 
on the action. The bait took. The enemy met and 
pursued; but the militia who were to have checked 
them, faultered, which enabled a part of the Indiana to 
escape. Nevertheless, the combat was very bloody; 
290 savage warriours were left dead on the ground, and 
those who escaped were pursued to the distance of three 
miles. Fifteen whites were kiUed, the same number 
wounded. 

BATTLE OF HILLABEE TOWNS. 

ON the 11 th of November, a detachment of the Ten­
nessee army marched into the heart of the Creek nation. 
They burnt in their progress the villages at Little Opis­
kee, and at Galenga; they then proceeded to Nitty 
Chapton, and from thence to the Hillabee Towns. 
·When within six miles of these towns, General ·White, 
who led the expedition, dismounted his troops to sur­
rOllnd the towns in the night. A little before daylight, 
he commenced the attack; the Indians were completely 
surprised. The whole were killed or taken. Sixty 
warriours were slain; the prisoners amounted to 256. 
j'.T ot one of our men received the slightest injury. This 
feat was performed at the distance of 100 miles from 
the main army. 

BATTLE OF AUTOSSEE. 

,TOWARDS th? ci?s.e. of November, Genenl Floyd 
Wlt~l 950 Georgia ,milItia, accompanied by 350 friendly 
l~ld,lans, marched mto the most flourishing part of the 
en ek c~untry. He d?feated the enemy on Cenlabee 
C,reek, ",ud burnt thelf town, including 400 houses. 
1 he dead of the enemy covered the plain; 200 warriou[s 
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were killed. The American loss was 54 killed and 
wounded. 

BATTLE OF ECCONNA.CHA.ED. 

IN December, General Claiborne with a party of 
Mississippi volunteers, marched into the Creek country 
and engaged the Indians at Ecconnachaed (or holy 
ground.) Colonel Carson commanded the whites in 
the battle, and the celebrated Weathersford, the savages. 
The battle was obstinate; but the combattants were 
not numerous. Thirty Indians were killed. Their 
favourite town, which comprised upwards of 200 houses, 
was laid in ashes. Great quantities of Indian goods 
were taken. 

BATTLE OF CAMP DEFIANCE. 

ON the 27th of January, General Floyd was attacked 
in his camp, west of Cohahovehie. The Indians attack~ 
ed at 5 o'clock in the morning. They stole on the sen­
tinels, and with great impetuosity rushed upon our line. 
They even advanced to within 30 yards of our artillery, 
and fought with veteran courage. But the firmness of 
the men and the influence of the bayonet, saved the 
army. The enemy was at last routed, with some loss. 
General Floyd was dangerously wounded, and many of 
his troops killed. 

EXPEDITION TO THE HEAD OF THE TALLAPOOSEE. 

ON the 14th of January, General Jackson was re· 
enforced by 800 volunteers; the term of service of his 
original force had expired, and most of the men had de­
parted for their homes. On the 17th he took up his 
line of march for the Tallapoosee with 930 men, exclu~ 
sive of 300 Indians. This expedition had two objects: 
First, to make a diversion in favour of General Floyd; 
secondly" to indulge the ardour of his troJps, which 
would attach them to the bervice. 

Nine hundred hostile Indians were known to be as­
sembled near Emuesau. Early in the morning of the 
')lst of January, while the army was encamped, th" 
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Indians attacked the left wing, and continued it vigor. 
ously until it was light enough for the troops to charge, 
when the enemy was routed at every point. 

FoUl' hundred men under General Coffee were then 
uctached to burn the Indian camp at the bend of the 
river, which was found too strong to attack. He re­
turned to camp. Half an hour afterwards the Indians 
again appeared in force, and fired on the pickets. Gen­
eral Coffee made a movement to turn their left flank, 
but his men, from some mistake, did not follow in suffi· 
cient numbers; he nevertheless immediately attacked 
their left flank with only 154 men. The action became 
general and bloody. A charge decided the struggle. 
" The effect was immediate and inevitable." Forty­
five of the savages were found dead. General Coffee 
was wounded in the body; his Aid was killed by his 
side. The venerable Judge Cocke, at the age of 65, 
fought with youthful ardour, and saved a fellow soldier 
by killing his antagonist. 

On the 23d, General Jackson commenced his return 
march; but in passing a defile on the 24th, he was again 
attacked. His previous arrangements had provided for 
every contingency. Yet, as soon as the word was given 
to halt, and a few gUllS had been fired, the right and left 
columus of the rear guard precipitately gave way. This 
shameful retreat throwed the greater part of the army 
into confusion. Colonel Carrol rallied a few of the 
centre column who checked the enemy until order waS 
restored. The brunt of the action fell on a small part of 
the troops. Never was more bravery displayed than on 
this occasion. The Indians were defeated, but not 
without considerable bloodshed OIl both sides. 

DATTLE OF TOHOPISKA. 

THE village of Tohopiska, stands in the great bend 
{If the Tallapoosa. It contained 300 houses. The 
course of the river he~e, describes the figure of a horse 
shoe, and forms a penInsula including about 100 acres 
(j! laI~d. It was on this polIlt of land that the hostile 
~r~e~(~ ?ad re~oh-ed to make their. last desperate effort 

~ h .. k the tllle of conquest, whIch threatened a total 
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pxtinction of their tribe. "Nature furuishes few situa­
tions so eligible for defence; and barbarians have never 
rendered one more secure by art. Aeroos the neck of 
the bend which leads into it from the north, they had 
erected a breast work of the greatest compactness and 
strength, from five to eight feet high aud prepared with 
double port holes, very artfully arranged. An army 
could not approach it without being exposed to a double 
and cross fire of the enemy, who lay in perfect security 
behind it."'" To defend this position, 1000 desperate 
Indian warriours had assembled. The river was deep 
and unfordable. 

On the 26th of March, General Jackson, who had 
:tgain advanced to the Tallapoosa, encamped within fi\'e 
miles of the enemy's lines. On the morning of the 
27th, he made his arrangements for an attack. General 
Coffee with the mounted and Indian forces, crossed the 
river and surrounded the bend, to preyent the escape of 
the enemy by swimming, or in canoe3. 'Vith the re­
mainder of the forces, the General marched and took a 
position in front of the thin breast works, and planted 
his cannon at the di~tance of eight yards, and immedi­
<1te1y opened a brisk fire from his artillery and rcnsket­
ry, which continued about two hours, when a company 
of spies an:l tue Cher0:,ee [ones crossed over to the 
peninsula ill canoes, set fire to a p::trt of the town, and 
ftll on the rear of the enemy as he lay concealed behiud 
his defences. This diversion determined General Jack­
son to storm tt.e breast work. His men were eager to 
be led to the charge, and obeyed the order with the 
greatest enthusiasm; they marched. with a quick and 
firm step in the face of a ~bower of balls, th~ blaze of 
a thousand guns, and infuriate yclls of savage despera­
tiOll. At first the contest was maintained musket to 
musket, through the port holes, in which many of the 
enemy's balls were welded to the bayonets of our mus­
kets. The Indians, made> desperate by their situation, 
f,)ught like devils. But nothing could withstand the 

• General Jacbon. 
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yalour of our men; they threw themselves over the 
works and finished the massacre with the bayonet and 
the but-ends of their muskets. Eight hundred of t!Je 
enemy were killed upon the peninsula. N early three 
hundred were shot as they attempted to swim the ri,'er. 
Never was there a more terrible vengeance inflicted upon 
an enemy. "Among the dead was found their famous 
prophet Monahell, shot in the mouth by a grape shot, as 
though Heaven designed to chastise his impostures by 
an appropriate punishment." Three hundred prisoners 
were taken, all women and children except three. Our 
loss was 26 whites killed, and 107 wounded; 18 Cher·. 
okces killed, and 17 wounded. 

This decisive battle terminated the Creek war in th,~ 
submission of the surviving warriours. General Jack­
son returned to Tennessee, but was soon appointeu a 
Major General in the sen"icc of the United States. 



ATTACK ON FORT BOYER. 

'I' HIS fort stands on the eastern point forming Mobile 
bay, and was built by Colouel Boyer, by the order of 
General "Vilkin~on. 

On the 15th of September, the British made a com· 
bined attack by land and water. The naval force con­
sisted of two ships of 24 and 28 guns, two brigs and 
three tenders. The land troops were composed of 100 
marines under Colonel Nichols, and 300 Indians under 
Captain "Woodbine of the British army. The etlective 
force in the fort amounted to 120 men, under Major 
Lawrence. 

The Hermes, of 28 guns, anchored nearest the fort, 
and was set on fire and blew up. Of 170 men, which 
composed her crew, only 20 escaped. The Charon lost 
85 men. The loss of the vessels was not ascertained, 
Between 4 and 500 hand gUlls were fired from the fort 
during the attack. Only four Americans were killed. 

The flag staff of the fort wa~ shot away, and the flag 
e-hoisted on a sponge staff planted on a parapet, during 
he hottest of the fire. 



ENTRANCE INTO PENSACOLA. 

T HIS place had long been a principal rendezvous fOT 

the Indians and British, much to the prejudice of the 
United States. In November 1814, General Jackson, 
indignant at the barefaced violatioll of the neutrality of 
the place, determined to enter the place and seize on its 
defences. On his approach he sent an officer with a 
flag to the Governour, who was fired upon from fort St. 
George. This outrage produced a resolution in the 
Commander-in-Chief to storm the place, which wa, de­
fended by British and Spanil>h troops, and seven English 
ships of war in the harbour. Our troops advanced for 
this purpose; as they ""ere entering the to\Y!1 they were 
salutpd with a shower of ball and grape from a batkry 
and the musketry from the houses and gardens. The 
Goveruour met the officers in advance with a flag, begged 
for mercy, and surrendered the town and fort uncondi­
tionally. The Briti:ih blew up the principal fort, called 
the Baruncas, which commands the entrallce into the 
bay, , .. fter this, Gt'neral J acl~son repaired to 1\ ew­
Orleans, which was thell menaced with an attack from 
a most formidable naval and military expedition. 

On the 12th of December, the British fleet, with the 
expedition on board, arrived at Ship Iciland in the bay of 
St. Louis, and about 70 miles N. E. of New Otl"ans. 
Ou the l3th they landed at pass Christiellne, "l,ich 
communicates with Lake Ponchartrain with 106 barges, 
manne-l by upwards of a thousand men and officers, 
from the squadron, and proceeded directly in quest of 
the American flotilla, commanded by Lieutenant Jones, 
which they engaged on the 14th. The American force 
consisted of two light .schooners, five gnn-boats carrying 
23 guns, manT?-ed With 182 men. The Sanhl1;nary 
character of thiS contest has few parallel~. Several of 
the barges were sunk. Our little force was fin~'lly over­
powered and taken; not, however, until they llad killed 
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or disabled nearly 400 of their enemies." The capture 
of our flotilla gave the enemy command of the lakes, 
and enabled him to choose his point of attack. 

But it was yet doubtful at what point the enemy 
would strike the contemplated blow; whether he would 
approach through the lakes, or attempt to ascend the M.is­
sissippi by the way of the Balize and fort St. Phillip. 
General Jackson was indefatigable in his preparations 
to receive him. Large bodil:s of Tennessee and Ken­
tucky militia were on theIr way for the defence of the 
city. The numerous approaches from the side of the 
lakes, were carefully guarded. The eyes of the Union 
were directed to this new theatre of war. 

The enemy approached the city by the way of the 
lakes, and on the 230. of December succeeded in reach­
ing the Mississippi, six Illiles below N ew- Orleans, un­
discovered by anyone diopoStd to give the intelligence. 
The artillery and baggage were conveyed in boats up 
the Bayou and canal which passes from the Levee to 
Lake Bourgere, and through the farm of M.r. Villere. 
H ad it not been for the fortunate escape of the son of 
Mr. Villere, they would have reached the city before it 
was known that they had disembarked at the mouth of 
the Bayou. This unexpected appearance of the elJemy 
is not to be attribnted to any want of precaution in the 
cOlllmanding General. He had guarded all the approach­
es j a picket had been stationed at the mouth of the 
Bayou, which was completely surprised. 

It was about 12 o'clock when the news of their arri· 
val reached the General, who, apprehending a double 
attack by the way of Chef Monteau, left General Car­
rol's and the militia of the city to guard the canal of 
Carondelet, and at 5 o'clock marched with 500 men to 
meet the enemy, at that time about 3,000 strong, occu­
p)"ing a line upon the river of half a mile extent, and 
leisurely employed in cooking their suppers. Commo­
dore Patterson, in the Carolina ~chooner, was ordered to 
drop down the river and open a firf' upon their camp, 

" See the official account. 
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which he executed about half past seven. His fire wa~ 
the signal for our troops to attack, which they executed 
with great spirit. General Coffee's brigade rushed into 
the enemy's camp. Several other corps did the same. 
The city riflemen penetrated to the enemy's centre, 
were surrounded, and fought their way out again, bring­
ing off a number of prisoners. One hour after the com­
mencement of the action, a thick fog arose which pro­
duced some confusion. It became prudent to reedl the 
troops from a murderous conflict of doubtful result. Our 
men lay on their arms during the night, and in the morn­
ing took a stronger position two miles nearer the city. 
General Jackson lost about 100 men killed wounded 
and prisoners, The enemy must have suffered severely 
from the certain aim of the riflemen,* Colonel Laud­
erdale of General Coffee's corps fell, nobly fighting at 
the head of his regiment. Colonels Dyer and Gib~on, 
of the same corps, ,,'cre "ounded. 

On the 27th, the enemy succeeded in blowing up the 
CarolhM schooner, which had become becalmed. The 
enemy fired her by hot shot from a land battery. The 
crew estaped by &,yimming. 

The next dar the enemy marched up the Levee for 
the purpose of hrrin~ the American lines. At the dis­
tance of half a mile, he opened up')n our worl,s w;th 
h0~~S ~~d re~kets. T!~~}' tGD~:"l~;2(i to advance in :~',;~:id 
column until they were saluted with a shower of can­
ister and grape, when they {ell OIl their bellies and laid 
still until it was dark, aud retired under cover of the 
night. Their loss on this qccasion was about 100. 

The new year opfDtd by li discharge from the enemy's 
batteries; the pi 1](; r al fire was on the left, near the 
t:ypre~s v.ood,. TWl'ln Americans were killed; lllany 
<)f the enemy were killed and wounded. 

On the 2d, General Jackson ordered a sortie of 400 

* A Jour! a.1 founJ III on onE (1_; 1ht; re, J~h officers klllE'(~ ;£1 the 
8"""j, 0' tbe 8th 01 January, menliolteu tbat they lost on the lJl~ht 
vf Ih. :<:';cl oj December, ::::4 hilled, and an immense numb~r 
wounded. 
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men, half of them mounted, to go and reconnoiter the 
enemy's batteries which had fired so briskl) on the pre­
ceding day. It was found by the sallying party that 
our fire had dismounted several of their guns, which 
they had taken off, razed their redoubts, and retreated to 
their first lines. 

General Adair, from Kentucky, arrived with 4,000 
men, and encamped three miles above the city. Con­
siderable inconvenience was experienced for the want 
;;)f arms, in consequence of the continual arrival of the 
militIa. 

At this time the enemy recei~~ed a re-enforcement of 
3,000 men, undar General Lambert. On the 7th they 
were disembarked at the Bayou Beenveuu. The same 
evening they dug through the Levee to admit the river 
into the canal, through which 'hey dragged twenty-five 
of their boats and thus transported 600 of their men to 
the opposite side of the river, for the purpose of attack­
ing the batteries and a party of Kentucky militia en­
trusted with their defence. These troops under the 
command of Colonel Thornton, were intended to create 
a diversion on that side of the river, while the main at-
tack was carried on on the east side. ~ 

Accordingly, before day-light on the morning of the 
8th, they moved in silence upon the American intrench­
ments. Let us first introduce the official account of the 
various fortunes of the day. 

Camp, 4 miles below Orleans, 9th Jan. 1815. 
SIR-During the day of thl:! 6th and 7th, the enemy 

had been actively empJoyed ,:n making preparations for 
an attack on my lines. With infinite labour they had 
succeeded on the night of the 7th in getting their boats 
across from the lake to the river, by widening and deep­
ening the canal on which they had eilected their disem­
barkation. It had not been ill my power to impede 
these operations by a general attack; added to other 
reasons, the nature of the troops under my command, 
mostly militia, rendered it too hazardous to attempt ex­
tensive offensive movements ill an open country, against 
l numerQUS aDd well disciplined army. Although m~' 

22· 
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forces, as to number, had been increased by the arrival 
of the Kentucky division, my strength had received 
very little addition; It small portion only of that detach. 
mellt being provided with arms. Compelled thus to 
wait the attack of the enemy, I took every measure to 
repel it when it should be made, and to defeat the object 
he had ill view. General .Morgan, with the New­
Orleans contingent, the Louisiana militia, and a strong 
detachment of the Kentucky troops, occupied an in­
trenched camp ou the opposite side of the river, pro­
tected.by l>trong batteries on the back, erected and su­
perintended by Commodore Patterson. 

In my encampment every thing was ready for actioD, 
when, early on the morning of the 8th, tbe enemy after 
throwing a heavy shower of bombs and congreve rock­
ets, advanced their columns on my right and left, to 
storm my intrenchments. I caunot speak sufficiently 
in praise of the firmness and deliberation with which 
my whole line received their approach; more could uot 
have been expected from "eterans inured to war. For 
an hour the fire of the small arms was as incessant and 
severe as can be Imagined. The artillery, too, directed 
by officers who di~playcd equal skill and courage, did 
grea( execution. Yet the columns of the enem) con­
tinued to advance with a firmness which refiech upon 
them the greatest credit. Twice the column wbich ap­
proached me on my left, was repul~ed by the troops of 
General Carrol, those of General Coffee, and a division 
of the Kentucky miliLa, [\,ud twice they formed again 
and rent'wed tl11" a~sault. At lellgth, however, cut to 
pieces, th~y fled ,in confusion fro~a the field, leaving it· 
eovered WIth theu dead and wounded. The losb wllieh 
the enemy sustained on this occasion, cannot be estima­
ted at less than 1500 in killed, wounded and prisonerG, 
Up"ard5 of three hundred haye dready been deliwi2U 
over for burial,; and ~y men are still engaged in picking 
them up "IUJJn m; hnes :md,carry:ng them to the point 
where the enemy are to receIve thE"m. This is in addi­
tion to the dead and wounded whom :1e enemy hs.ve 
been e,n2.bled to carry from the field) during and since 
the action, and to those who have since died of the 
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wounds they received. We have taken about 500 pris­
.:mers, upwards of 300 of whom are wounded, and a 
great paIt of them mortally. My loss has not exceeded, 
and I believe has not amounted to ten killed, and U' 

many wounded. The entirE: destruction of the enemy's 
army was now inevitable, had it not been for an unfor­
tunate occurrence which at thiS moment took place Oll 

the other side of the river. Simultaneously with his 
advance upon my lines, he had thrown onr in his boats 
a considerable force to the ot~er side of the river. 
These having landed were hardly enough to ad\'ance 
against the works of General Morgan; and what is 
strange, and difficult to account for, at the very moment 
when their entire dis!.:omfitllre was looked for with a 
confidence approaching to certainty, the Kentucky re­
enforcements ingloriously fled, dra\\'ing «ftel them, by 
their example, the remainder of the forces; and thus 
yielding to the enemy that mOST fortunate po;ition. 
The batteries which had rendered me, for many days, 
the most important sernce, though bravely defended, 
were of course now 8.bandoned; not, however, until 
the guns had been spiked. 

This unfortunate rc'.lt had totally changed the aspect 
of affairs. The enemy now occupied a position TrOlJl 
which they might annoy us without hazard, and by 
means of which they might have been enabled to defeat, 
in a great measure, the effects of our success on this 
side of the river. It became therefore an object of the 
first consequellce to dislodge him as soon as possible. 
For this object, all the means in my power, which I 
could with any safety use, were immeeiately put in 
preparation. Perhap6, however, it W8.S somewhat owing 
to another cause, that 1 succeeded beyond my expecta­
tions. In negotiating the terms of a t(,'mpor~l'y suspeu­
sion of hostilities to enable the enemy to bUIY their dead 
and provide for their wOGuded, I had required certain 
propositions to be acceded to as a b;:..,., , among which 
this was one: that, although hostilitie, ~hould cease on 
this side the river until 12 o'clo,,/': of ,'his dav, vl't ir yas 
not to be understood ti,Cl\ they should cease 'or: ths (;;"U 

side; but that no re-enforcements should be sent across 
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by either army, until the expiration of that day. Hi,; 
excellency Major General Lambert begged time to con­
sider those propositions until 10 o'clock of to-day, 
and in the mean time re-crossed his troops. I need not 
telLyou with how much eagerness I immediately regain­
ed possession of the position he had thus hastily quitted. 

After the signal defeat of the enemy on the tlth, they 
"howed no disposition to renew the attack, But General 
Jackson did not long permit them to remain undisturbed; 
a constant cannonade was kept up from all our batteries, 
and on the night of the 18th of January the enemy 
silently withdrew to their boats on lake Borgen. They 
left on the field sixteen pieces of cannon, their equip­
ments, and an immense quantity of ball. Seventy of 
their wounded were mangled to such a degree that it 
was impossible to remo\'e them. These they recom­
meuded to the humanity of the An.erican commander. 

The British ships of war which attempted to ascend 
the Mississippi, found themselves completely checked 
at Fort St. Phillip. They bombarded the fort for nine 
days; during which time they threw about 1000 shells 
at our works. They withdrew on the 17th of January. 
This fort has 44 cannon, and is considered bomb proof. 
It was defended by 500 men under the command of the 
brave Major O,'ertctD. 



;UL\L OPERATIOr,S ON THE O--:O:A;;-

Action between the Constillltion and Gllerricr2. 

'rHE Constitution fell in wj~h the G-uerriere ou th·:· 
19th of August, 1812, in latiluJe 41 degrees 42 min-­
utes, and longitude 55 degrees 48 minutes. A~ WOll 

'is the Constitution was ready b .. action, she bore down 
to bring her adveroary to close actioa immediately; but 
on coming within gun 8h0t, recein~d a broadside which 
did no injury. After which the Guerriere kept wearing 
and manouvreing for three quarters of an hour, to gL't a 
raklJlg position, without success. At 6 P. M., the COll­

stitution belllg along side, within half IJistol Shot'fjl 
lO"Jmenced a heavy fin' from all her gun-s, double s, 
ted with round grape, and so wdl Jirected and so wal" . y 
kept up, that in 15 minut esthe Gucrriere's mizzen inast 
WCllt by the board, her main yad ill the slings, and her 
hull, rigging, and sails very ll1uch torn to pieces. The 
tir'~ was kept up with equal \·;,~r~lth for 15 minutes lon­
ger, when her masts went by ille board, taking with 
thcm every spar except the bowsprit. On seeing this, 
Captain Hull ceased arin!;) so th:;~ in thirty miuutes af­
ter he got fairly aloug side the Guerriere, she surrender­
ed._ She had not a spar standing and her r.ull below 
and<cabove water so shattered lb,t a few more broJ.dsides 
niii~AaV8 carried ber down. 
Th~stitution had seven men killed and s':Yen 

wOlloded. 
The Guerriere had thirty-nine killed and missing aed 

61 wouBded. 
Captain Hull, not deeming it prudent to attempt (c 

take his prize into port, destroyed her. 
Fourteen impressed Americans were found 011 board 

the Guerriere. 
The crew of the Constitutio:1 gave three cheers as 

they went into action, ~,nd requested to be laid cl:>.,(' 
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"long side of the enemy. "From the smallest boy in 
the ship, to the oldest seaman, not a look of fear was 
seen." In the heat of the action, a sailor perceiving 
that the flag at the topmasthead had been shot away, 
went up and lashed it in such a manner as to render it 
impossible for shot to take it away without taking the 
mast with it. 

Captain Dacres of the Guerriere, gravely ascribes the 
loss of his ship to the defective state of her masts and 
the number of American seamen on board, whom he 
could not permit to fight against their own countrymen, 
and ordered theill below. 

CAPTURE OF THE ALERT. 

0" the 13th of August, 1812, off the Grand Banks. 
the Essex frigate, Captain Porter, fell in with the Alert 
British sloop of war, Captain T. L. P. Laughame, \\ :dch 
immediately ran down Oil the weather quarter of the 
Essex, gave three cheers and commenced the action j 

and after eight minutes firing, struck her colours with 7 
fed water in her hold and muth cut to pieces. The Es­
sex did not receive the slightest injury. 

This cruise of the Egsex was most brilliant. She an­
noyed the enemy's commerce in the 'West Inuies, upon 
the toast of Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, and after 
the capture of the Alert, had 500 prisoners 011 board. 
On her return to port, she narrowly escaped capture 
from a British squadron. 

ACTION BETWEEN THE WASP Ar;D FROLICK. 

CAPTAfN JONES, of the Wasp, put to sea on the 13th 
,,1' August, 1812, and th'e days afterwards fell in ,,-jth 
the British sloop of war, Frolick, convoving several 
:tnned. merchantmen. The sea was rough "and the wa­
t~r b~lst:ous. Th~ two sloops approached eaeh other un­
til '~lthll1 about sIxty yards,'when the Wasp hailed and 
wa~ lIlstantly answered.by a fire of cannon and musketry 
wh~th she returned with spirit. In ten minutes her 
malll topmast, gaft and mizzen topgallant sail were shot 
.lway and fell, entangling the rigging so that her head 
~uns were unmanageable during the heat of the action 
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" Still she continued a close and constant fire. The selJ. 
was so rough that the muzzles of the Wasp's guns were 
in the water. The Americans, therefore, fired as the 
ship's side was going down, so that their shot went 
either on the enemy's deck, or below it, while the En­
ghilh fired as the vessel rose, and thus her balls chiefly 
touched the rigging or were thrown away. The \\C asp 
now shot ahead of the Fralick, raked bel' and then re­
sumed her position on her larboard bow. Her fire was 
now obviously attended with such success, and that of 
the Frolick so slackened, that Captain Jones did not 
wish to board her, lest the roughness of the sea might 
endanger both vessels; but in the course of a few min­
uks more, every brace of the \Vasp ,"as shot away, and 
the rigging so much torn to pieces, that he was afraid 
that his masts, being unsupported, would go by the 
board, and the Fralick be able to escape. He thought 
therefore, the best chance for securin,g her was to board 
and decide th'" contest at once. With this view, hl 
w or c ship, and running down upon the enemy, the ves­
sels struck each other, the Wasp's side rubbing along 
the Frolick's bow, so that her jib boom came in between 
the main and mizzen rif.\,~;iug of the Wasp, direetly 
over the heads of Captain Jones and the first Lieukllltut, 
I\'Ir. Biddle, who were at that time standing together 
ne'1f the capstan. The Frolick lay so fair for ldl;illg 
that they decided llr)t to board uatil they had given a 
closing broadside. Whilst they were loading for rlis, 
so near were the two v,",sel..; that the rammers of the 
Wasp were pushed against the Froliek's sides, and two 
of the guns went through the bow ports of the Fralick 
and swept the. whole length of her deck. At this mo­
ment Jack Lang, a seaman of the \Vasp, a gallant fel­
low, who had been once impressed by a British man of 
war, jumped on a gun with his cutlass, and was spring­
ing on boald the Frolick, Captain Jones, wishing to fire 
again before boarding, called him down, but his impa­
tience could not be restrained, and he was already on 
the bowsprit of the Frolick; when, on seeing the ar­
dour and enthusiasm of the Wasp's crew, Lieutenant 
Biddle mounted on the hammock cloth to board. At 
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this signal the crew kl1lowed, but Lieutenant Biddle's 
feet got entangled in the enemy's bowsprit, and ~,lid­
shipman Baker, in his ardour to get on board, laying 
hold of his coat, he fell back Oil the Wasp's deck. He 
sprung up, and as the next swell of the sea brought the 
Frolick nearer, he got on her bowsprit, where Lang, 
and allother seaman were already. He passed them on 
the forecastle, and was surprised at seeing not 3 single 
maa alive on the Fralick's deck, except the seamen at the 
'wheel, and three officers. The deck was slippery with 
blood, and strewed with the bodies of the dead. As he 
~YeiJt forward, the Captain of the Frolick, with two other 
oilicers who were standing on the quarter deck, thr<~w 
do" n their sword~ and made an inclination of their bodie', 
denoting that they had smre!Jdered. At this moment the 
cohurs were ilying, as probably, n,one of the seamen of 
ih~ Frolick would dare to go into the rig~ing for fear of 
the ,du3ketry of the Wasp. LieutenantBiddle jUillped 
into the rigging himself, and hauled down the British 
ensign, and possession was taken of the Frolick in forty­
three minutes after the first fire. She was in a shock­
in,', condition, the birth deck, particularly, was crowded 
Wi\l; dead and wounded and dying; there beiug but a 
~mali proportion of the Frolick's crew escaped, Cap­
tain Jones instantly sent Oil board his surgeon's mate, 
and all the hlankets of the Frolick were brought from 
the slop room, for the comfort of the wounded. To 
in('!e~se the confusion, both of the Frolick's masts soon 
fell, covering the dead and every thing on deck, and she 
lay a complete wreck. 

Tlle Wasp had five men killed and five slightly woun­
ded. 

The Frolick lost about thirty killed and forty-five 
wounded. 

She was superiour in her armament to tne 'Vasp by 
exactly four 12 pounders. The number of men is be­
lieved to have been about equal. 

After the decks were cleared of the dead, and the 
woun~ed taken care of, Captain Jones ordered Lieuten­
ant BIddle to proceed in the Frolick to a southerneport, 
and as tte~~, was a suspicious sail to the windward, thf 
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Wasp would continue her cruise. The ships then part~ 
ed. The strallge sail unfortunately proved to be a 
Bu:,h ship of the line, the Poictiers ot 74 gUlls. It is 
hardly necessary to add, that the Wasp and her prize 
were taken, they hoth being in such a shattered state it 
was next to impossible for them to escape. They were 
both spnt into Bermuda. 

CAPTVR E OF THE MACEDOdlAN. 

ON the 25th of October, 1812, early in the morning, 
lat. 3J, lOll. 26, the United States disco\'ered the M.a­
cedouian to the windward, and gave chase. The en:cmy 
bore down upon her, and about 10 o'clock, a di:,t".,t and 
partial exchange of shot commenced, when the Mace­
donian haYing her mizen topmast shot away, bore dOlVn 
for close action. In fifteen minutes afterwards, she 
struck her flag to the United States. She was one of 
the first frigates in the British navy, and commauded 
by Captain John S. Carden, an able and experienced 
officer. She lost her mizzen mast, fore and main top­
masts and rf~d.in yard, and was much cut up in her hull, 
Her loss was 36 killed and 68 wounded. The United 
State~ had four killed and ceven wounded; she suffered 
so little in her hull and rigging that she might continue 
her cruise, had not Commodore Decatur preferred con~ 
yoying his prize into port, which he successfully ac~ 
complished across a vast extent of ocean, swarming 
with the enemy's cruisers. His reception of Captain 
Carden on board the United States was nobly genefJns. 
On presenting his sword, Decatur declined receIving it 
Baying, " give me your hand, I cannot take tbe .word 
from an "fficer who has defended hi~ ship so gallantly." 

SINKING OF THE PEACOCK. 

IN the autumn of 1812, the ConstitutIOn and Hornet 
sailed in company for a long cruise on the coast of Bra­
zil. At St. Salvador, Captain Lawrence challenged t!'.to 
Bonne Citoyelme which he chased into that port. But 
th2 British command,'r, Captain Green, declined the 
contest, notwithstanding the superiour force of his ship. 

Onthe 24th of February, 1813, when cruising olt 
23 
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Demerara, the Hornet fell in with the British brig Pea· 
cock, Captain Peake, a vessel of about equal force. 
" The contest commenced within half pistol shot, and 
so tremendous was the American's fire, that in less than 
fifteen minutes the enemy surrendered, and made sig­
nals of distress, being in a sinking condition. Her 
mainmast shortly after fell by the board, and she was 
left such an absolute wreck, that notwithstanding every 
exertion was made to keep her afloat till the IJTisoners 
could be removed, she sunk \vlth thirteen of her crew, 
and three brave American tars, who thus nobly perished 
in relieving a conquered foe. The slaughter on board 
the Peacock was very se'iere; among the slain was 
found the body of her commander, Captain Peak. Hc 
was twice wounded in the course of the action. The 
last wound proved fatal. His body was wrapped in the 
flag of his vessel, and laid in the cabin to sink with her, 
a shroud and a sepulchre worthy so brave a sailor. 

"During the battle the British brig L'Esppigle, mount­
ing 15 two-and-thirty pound caJOnades aud two long 
nine~, lay at anchor about six miles in shore. Being 
apprehensive that she would beat out to the assistance 
of her consort, the utmost exertions wpre made to put 
the Hornet in a situation for action, and in about three 
hours she was in complete preparation, but the enemy 
did not think proper to make au attack" 

The crew of the Peacock, who had lost their clothing 
by the sudden sinkiug of their vessel, were gratuitously 
supplied each man with two shirts and a blue jacket and 
·tro' :~ers The British officers, on the arrival of the 
Pc . o::k at New-York, mad" a grateful acknowledae­
me,t in the publick papers, in \vhich they said, " ~ve 
ceased to cOll3ider ourselves prisoners." 

CAPTURE OF T~F, J~VA. 

0" the 29th of D"cember, 1812, in south lat. 13, 
~est long. 33, about 10 degrees from the crast of Bra­
z~), th: C.on3titution, Captain BainLridge, fell in with 
hIS Bntamck :Majesty's frigate Java, of 49 guns, and 
Jp\:',rd, of 400 men. Some time" as spent in manlEu­
-.reIDg. At two P. M., the action commenced at grape 
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and canister distance. At five minutes past four, the 
Java's fire was completely silenced. An interval of 
fifteen minntes succeeded without firing on either side, 
in which Commodore Bainbridge was busy in repairing 
damages. Perceiving that the flag of the Java was yet 
flying, the Constitutioll took a positioll athwart her bows, 
and at the very moment that Commodore Bainbridge 
was about to pour into her a rak;llg broadside, she pru­
den!ly struck ber flag. Every mast and spar was shot 
ou, of the Java. She had 60 men killed and 170 
wo',nded. In addition to her ,lwn crew, she had up­
ward., of 100 supernumerary officers and seamen, to 
join the British ships of war in Iudia, among whom was 
Lieutenant-General Hislop, appointed Governour of 
Bombay. She had also on board forty tons of sheet 
copper de.tined for the British ships, building at Bom­
bay Several impressed Americans were found on 
board. 

The Constitution had nine men killed and twenty-five 
wounded. • 

Commodore Bainbridge not daring to trust his prize 
in the neutrd port of St. Salvador, and being at too 
great a distance from the United States to think of tak­
ing the Java with him, very properly destroyed her. 

LOSS OF THE: ARGUS. 

IN May, 1813, Captain Allen, of the United States' 
brig Argus, sailed from this country for France, having 
on board Mr. Crawford, our Minister to the French 
COlIrt. After landing our envoy at L'Orient, he pro­
ceeded on a cruise in the British channel, where he 
captured 21 English vessels, many of which had very 
valuable cargoes. 

Un the 14th of August, the Argns fell in with the 
BritLh brig Pelicon; an action ensued which terminatcd 
in the capture of the Argus, which soon became un­
manageabllC' and fell an eas:y- conquest to the superiour 
force of ;he enemy. CaptalD Allen lost a leg early in 
the action The next in command on board the Argus 
Lieutenant Watson, received a wound in the head and 
'\'~"S carried below; at which time the wheel ropes and 
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rigging of every description were shot away, and tbe 
enemy in a raking position. Further resistance, there­
fore, would have been unavailing. 

Captain Allen died the day after the action. He 
Was considered a~ one of the best officers in the navy. 
The Argus lost 6 killed and 12 wounded. The English 
states their loss to have been 8 killed and wounded 

The Pelicon was ill every-respect a superiour vessel 
to the Argus; she was of 485 tons burden. Her shot 
in pounds, was 660. The burden of the Argus was 298 
tons; her shot in pounds, 402. 

I oss o~ THE CHESAPEAKE. 

THIS disastrous and memorable engagement was 
fought off Boston harbour on the 2d June, 1813. 

The British frigate Shannon, with a select and nu~ 
merous crew, had for several days hovered near the 
entrance of the port On seeing the Chesapeake come 
out, she bore away and was followed by Captain Law­
rence. "The vessels manreuvred in awful silence, 
until within pistol shot, when the Shannon opened her 
fire, and both vessels almost at the same moment poured 
forth tremendous broadsides. The execution on both 
sides was terrible, but the fire of the Shannon was pe­
culiarly fatal, not only making great slaughter among 
th,' men, but ('utting down son-ie of the most valuable 
officprs. The very first shot killed Mr. White, Sailing 
.Master of the Chesapeake, an excellent officer, whose 
loss at such a moment was disaotrous in the extreme. 
The fourth Lieutenant, Mr. Ballard, received also a 
mortal wound in this broadside, and at the same mo­
ment Captain Lawrence was shot through the leg with 
a musket ball; he however supported himself on thc 
companion way, and continued to give orders with hib 
usual coolness. About three broadsides were exchanged 
which, from the closeness of the ships, were dreadfully 
destructive. The Chesapeake had three men shot from 
h~r helm successively, each taking it as the other fell; 
thIS, of course, produced irregularity in steering, and 
the consequence was, that her anchor caught ill one of 
cbi> Shannon's after ports. She was thus in a position 
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. shere her guns could not be brought to bear upon the 
eJlemy, while the latter was enabled to fire raking 
shots from her foremast gUllS, which swept the upper 
decks of the Chesapeake, killing or wounding the great­
('f portion of her men. A hand grenade was thrown on 
the quarter deck which ;'et fire to some musket cartrid­
ges, but did no other damage. 

In this ~tate of carnage and exposure, about twenty 
of the Shannon's men, seeing a favourable opportunity 
for boarding, without waiting for oreers, jumped on the 
deck of the Chesapeake. Captain Lawrence had scarce 
time to call to his boarders, when he received a second, 
mortal wound from a mm.ket ball, whicll lodged in his 
intestines. Lieutenant Cox, who commandp.d the sec­
ond division, rushed up to l:all the boarders, but come 
just in time to receive his falling commander He was 
in th .. ~ act of carrying him below, when Captain Brr,ke, 
accompanied by his first Lieutenant, and followed by 
his regular boarders, sprung on board the Chesapeake. 
The brave Lawrence saw the overwhelming danger; 
his last words, as he was born bleeding from the deck, 
were, " Don't surrender the ship!" 

Embarrassment, confusion, and a terrible carn,lge en­
sued, and the Chesapeake was finally surrendered by 
Lieutenant Ludlow. While the cannonade continued. 
the Chesapeake is said to have had a deCIded advantage: 
The Shannon had many ohots between wind and water. 
and was represented to have been in a dangerous ~itua~ 
fioll, when victory was decided in her favour. 

The Chesapeake had ·i8 kIlled and 98 wounded. 
The loss of the Shannon was 26 killed and 58 woullued •• 

CAPTUR~~ ,lF THl BOXER. 

THE action between the Enterprise and Boxer, was 
fought on the 5th of September, 1813, off the coast of 
Maille. The Ellterpr.~t' had the weathergage. After 
manceuvreing for some time to the windward, she hoist­
ed three {'nsigns and ran down with the intention of 
closing with her antagonist; when within pidol "hot, 
the crew of the Boxer gave three cheers and COlllhH'fJ~ed 
the action by a discharge of her starboard broadside; 
- 23* 
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which was returned in like manner by the Enterprise, 
The action cOll1inued 40 minutes, when the guns of the 
British vessel being silenced, the crew cried for quarters; 
saying that their colours being nailed to the mast, could 
not be hauled down. Both vessels were much cut up. 
The Enterprise lost one man killed and thirteen wound­
ed. The American and British commanders both fell. 
Lieutenant Burrows of the Epterprise, expired a felY 
hours after the engagement. While lying on the deck, 
previous to the capture oJ the Boxer1 he raised his head 
and desired that his flag might never be struck. When 
the sword of his vanquished enemy was presented to 
him, he clasped his hands and exclaimed, "I die con­
tented!" The British loss was not precisely known, 
as their dead were thrown overboard during the action. 
Seventeen wounded were found on board at the time of 
her surrender. 

GLORIOUS CRUISE OF THE WASP. 

THE Wasp, Captain Johnson Blakely, sailed from 
Portsmouth, New-Hampshire, on the 18th of May, 
1814. On the 28th of June, ill lat. 48 degrees, and 
long. 11 degrees, she fell in with and captured, after an 
action of 19 minutes, his Britanick Majesty's brig Rein­
tieer, of 19 guns. ~ She was literally cut to pieces in a 
line with her ports. Her loss was 23 killed and 48 
wounded. On board the W a~p, 5 were killed and 21 
wounded. Captain Blakley, not deeming it prudent to 
,.aempt taking his prize into port, destroyed her. 

After this victory, the Wasp put into port L'Orient in 
France, to repair damages. She sailed again on the 27th 
of August, and on the 18th of September, fell in with 
the British sloop of, war A von, and compelled her to sur­
rendered after an action of 45 minutes. The Avon 
had 40 killed and 60 wounded. The Wasp had two 
killed and one wounded. Just at tht:: close of the ac­
tion three other British ships of war hove in sight, which 
induced Captain Bhkely to abandon his prize, which, 
however, sunk soon after he left her. The Wasp af­
terwar.ls continued hel' cruise and made a great number 
,')f valuable prizes. Unfortunately, this successful H'8-
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sel never returned to the United Sbtcs. Her fate is in e 

volved in uncertainty. 

LOSS OF THE ESSEX. 

THIS adventurous vessel was captured at Valparaiso, 
a Spanish port in the Pacifick Ocean, on the 28th of 
March, 1813. In violation of the neutrality of the port, 
she was attacked while at anchor within pistol shot of 
the shore, by the Phrebe frigate and Cherub sloop 01 
war. The action lasted 2 hours and 30 mintes, during 
which time, the Essex had 58 men killed and 65 wound .. 
cd. The British state their loss at 5 killed and 10 
wounded. For a long time after the Essex had struck, 
the British continued their fire, in violation of every 
principle of decency and honour. 

CAPTURE OF THE L'EPERVIER. 

ON the 29th of April, in lat. 47 degrees, long. 80 de­
grees, the United States' brig Peacock, Captain War­
Iington, captured the British brig L'Epervier of 18 guns 
and 128 men, having on board $120,000 in specie. 
The L'Epervier had 8 killed and 13 wounded. Not a 
man of the Peacock was killed, and only two wounded. 
The Peacock received so little damage that she continu­
ed her cruise. 

LOSS OF THE PRESIDENT FRIGATE. 

THIS frigate, in which Commodore Rodgers had three 
times scoured the ocean, was at last captured, while 
commanded by Commodore Decatur. She was chased 
by the Endymion, Pomone, and Tenedos, British frig­
ates, the first of which was completely silenced and 
thrown out of combat by the superiour fire of the Pres­
ident. Two fresh frigates coming up, just as the En­
dymeoll was silenced, a surrender of the ship became in­
dispensable. 

CAPTURE OF THE CTANE AND LEVANT. 

ON the evening of the 20th of February, 1815, Cap­
tain Stewart, of the Constitution, off the Island of Me-
11')i,,: fell in with his Britanick Majesty's ships of war 
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Cyane and Levant, and after a spirited action of 40 mill­
utes, succeeded in capturing them. The Cyane mount­
ed 34, and the Levant 21 guns. The two "essels lost 
35 killed and 42 wounded. The Constitution received 
but little injury; she had 3 killed and 12 wounded. 

CAPTURE UF THE PENGUIN. 

THE Hornet fell in with the Penguin off the Island 
of Tristian de Cunha, off the coast of Brazil, on the 
23d of March, 1815. The Penguin was fitted out for 
the expre3s purpose of callturing the Wasp. But mark 
the result-in 22 minutes after the action commenced, 
the Penguin struck to the Hornet, a vessel greatly infe­
riour to the ""Va8p, The Hornet lost one man killed and 
11 wounded. The Penguin had 17 men killed and 2t 
,Hllmded. 



MILITARY PEACE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

Department of War, May 17, ISI5. 
THE act of Congress of the 3d of March, 1815, de~ 

clares-" That the military peace tstablishment of the 
United States shall consist of such proportions of artil­
lery, infantry, and riflemen, not exceeding, in the whole, 
ten thousand men, as the President of the United States 
shall judge proper; that the corps of engineers, as at 
pre,ent establisbed, be retained; that the President of 
the United States cause to be arranged the officers, non­
commissioned ot1icers, musicians, and privates, of the 
several curps of troops in the service of the United 
States, in such manner as to form and complete out of 
the same, the corps authorized by this act; and that he 
cause the supernumerary officers, nOll-commissioned offi­
cers, musicians, alid privates, to be discharged from the 
service of the United States, fr'JID and after the first day 
of May next,or as soon a3 circuIDbtances may permit." 

The President of t:le United 8tates, baving performed 
the Juty which the law assigned to him, has directed 
th"t the military peace establishment be announced in 
general orders; and that the supernumerary officers, 
non-commissioned officers, musicians, and privates, be 
disc harged from the service of the U oited States, as 
soon as the circumstances, which are necessary for the 
payment and discharge of the troops, will permit. 

But on this important and interesting occasion, the 
President of the United States is aware, that he owes 
to the feeling~ of the nation, as well as to his own feel­
ing~, an expression of the high sense entertained of the 
services of the American army. Leaving the scenes 01 
private life, the citizens became the soldiers of the 
Unihod States; the spirit of a genuine patriotism quick­
ly !',~rvad,:d the military establishment; and the events 
of t:le war have conspicuously developed the moral, as 
"'dl as the physical character of the army, in whi('~, 
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every man seems to have deemed himself the chosen 
champion of his country. 

The pacifick policy of the American government the 
domestick habits of the people, and a long sequestration 
from the use of arms, will justly account for the want 
of warlike preparations, for an imperfect state of disci­
pline, and for various other sources of embarrafosment, 
or disaster, \yhich existed at the commencement of hos­
tilities; but to account for the achievements of the 
American army, in all their splendour, and for its effi­
cient acquirements in every important branch of the 
military art, during a war of little more than two years 
con tin uance-it is necessary to resort to that principle of 
action, which, in a free cOllntry, identifies the citizen 
with his government; impels each indi,-idual to seek the 
knowledge that is requisite for the performance of his 
duty; and renders every soldier, in effect, a combattant 
ill his own cause. 

The President of the United States anticipated from 
the career of an army thus constituted, all the glory and 
the fruits of victory; and it has been his happiness to 
set J just war terminated by an houourable peace, after 
such demonstrations of yalour, genius, and enterprise, 
as secure for the land and naval forces of the United 
Stat(es an imperishable renown; for the citizens, the 
best prospect of an undisturbed enjoyment of their 
riglJts; and for the government, the respect and confi­
dence of the world. 

To the American army, which has so nobly contribu­
ted to these results, the President of the U niterl States 
pres<',lts this publick testimouial of approbation and 
applause, at a moment when many of its gallant offic·ers 
and men mnst, unavoidably, be separated from the 
standard of their country. Under all government~, and 
especially under all fr(ee govt'ruments, the restoratIon of 
peace has uniformly produced a reduction of the milita­
ry establishment. The United States disbanded in 
1800 the troops which had been raised on accon "t of 
the differences With France; and the memorable peace 
of 1783, was followed by a discharge of the illustrious 
Jrm)' of the revolution. The frequeuey, or the necessi·. 
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ty, of the occurrence does not, however, deprive it \)1' 
its interest j and the dispersion of the military [a III 01:. : 

at this juncture, under circumstances peculiarly atlect­
ing, cannot fail to awaken all the sympathies of tile gen­
erous and the just. 

The dif!iculty of accomplishing a satisfactory organi­
zation of the military peace establishment, has been 
anxipusly felt. The act of Congress contemplates a 
small but an effective force; and, consequentl}, the 
honourable men, wllose years or infirmities, or wouIHls, 
render them incapable of farther service in acti\',' war­
fare, are necessarily excluded from tbe establishment. 
The act contemplates a reduction of the army from 
many, to a few regiments j and cOIlsefjuentl y a long list 
of meritorious oflicers must inevitably be laid a,ide. 
But the attempt has been assiduously made to collect 
authehtick information from every source, a, a foundation 
for an impartial judgement on the various claims to at­
tention; and even while a decision is pronounced, the 
President of the United States desires it may be dis­
tinctly understood, that from the designation of the 
officers who are retained in service, nothing more i, to 
be inferred, than his approbation of the designated indi·· 
viduals, without derogatil1?;, ill any degree, from the 
fame and worth of those whose lot it is to retire. 

The American army of the war of 1812 has hitherto 
successfully emulated the patriotism and the valour of 
the army of the war of 1776. The closing scene of 
the example remains alone to be p~rform.·d. Having 
established the independence of tlleH country, the revo­
lutionary warriours cheerfully returned to the walks of 
civil life; many of them became th~ benefactors and 
ornaments of society, in the pro,gecutlOn of the various 
arts and professions; and all 01 them, as well as the 
veteran few who surviye the lapse of time, have been 
the objects of grateful recollection and constant regard. 
It is for the American army, now dissolved, to pursue 
the same honourable course, i:J order to enjoy the same 
inestimable reward. The hope may be respectfully 
indulged, that the ben~ficenc~ of the legi~l~tive at~thori~y 
will beam upon suffenng ment; an adnmmg nation WIll 
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unile the civick with the maltial honours, which adorn 
its heroes; and posterity, in its theme of gratItude, will 
indiscriminately praise the protectors and the fou,nders of 
American Independence. 

By order of the President of the United States, 
A. J. DALLAS, 

Acting Secretary of War. 

Department oj War, April 17, 1815. 
GENTLEMEN, 

I proceed to stute some additional yiews connecteu 
'with the execution of the act of Congress fixing the 
military peace establishment. 

I. Corps belonging to the army, which are not ex­
pressly retained by the provisions of the act, are to bf' 
dischclrged. 

The corps expressly provided for, are 
I. The corps of artillery; 
2. The regiment of light artillery; 
3. The corps of engineers; 
4. Rf'giments of infantry and riflemen. 
The corps not provided for, are 
I. The regiment of light dragoons; 
2. The Canadian volunteers; 
3. The sea fencibles. 
II. The officers of the general staff employed in the 

command, discipline and duties of the army, who are 
llOt expressly retained by the provisionn of the act, are 
to be discharged. 

The officers provided for, are 
1. Two Major Generals, with two Aids-de-camp each; 
2. Four Brigadier Generals, with one Aid-de-camp 

each; 
3. Four brigade Inspectorb; 
4. Four brigade Quarter Masters. 
The officers not provided for, are 

. 1. All the general officers, except the six above men­
tioned ; 

2. All the officers of the Adjutant General's depart­
ment; 
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:3. All the officers of the Inspedol' GeneI.al's depart­
nlent-four brigade Inspectors being s~bstituted ; 

4. All tbe officers of the Quo,rter Master's depart­
ment~four bri~ade Quarter l\hsters being substituted; 

5. All the otlicers of the topographical department. 
III. Departments which do not form a constituent 

part of the army, are preserved, except so far as the act 
of Congress by express provision, or necessary implica­
tion, introduces an alteration. 

1. The Ordnance Department is preserved. It is a 
distinct establishment, with a view to a state of peo,ce, 
as well as a state of war. It is not affected by any ex­
press prodsioll in the act of.Congress; and it is an ob· 
ject of the appropriations made for the military peace 
establishment. 

2. The Purchasing Department is preserved for simi­
lar reasons. 

3 The Pay Department is preserved, ,nth specifick 
modificati;llls. The act of Congress expressly provides 
for the appointment of re~lmental paymasters. The 
oil:l;:e of district paymaster, and assistant district paymas­
ter, is abolished: but the act of the 18th of April, 1814, 
which continues in force for one year after the war, is 
!lot rep~aled, nor affected in any other manner, than has 
been mentioned by the act of the 3d of March, 18~5. 
It is seen, therefore, that the act of the 16th of March, 
1802, fixing the military peace establishment, constituted 
the oilice of paymaster of the army, se\"en paymasters, 
and two assistants; and that the act of the 18th of 
April, 1814, re!:ognizes the office of paymaster of the 
army; and in lieu of a monthly compensation, OllIows 
the paymaster an annual salary of two thousand dollars, 
payable quarterly at the Treasury. The former act is 
of indefinite continmnce; and the latter will continue 
in force until the 17th of February, 1816. Nor does 
the act of the 3d of March, 1815, aifect the office of 
deputy paymaster general: the act of the 6th July, 1812, 
providing that to any army of the UllIted States other 
than that in which the paymaster of the army shall sen"c; 
th" President may appoint one deputy paymaster !!cn-

24 
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eral, to be taken from the line of the army j and caeIl 
deputy shall have a competent number of assistants. 

4. The office of Judge Advocate is preserved. The 
act of the 11th of January, 1812, provides that there 
shall be appointed to each division, a Judge Advocate. 
The act of the 3d of March, 1815, neither expressly, 
nor by necessary implication, repeals that provision. 

5. The Chaplains are preserved. The act of the I lth 
January, 1812, provides that there shall be appointed 
to each brigade, one Chaplain. The act of the 3d of 
March, 1815, neither expressly, nor by necessary im­
plication, repeals that provision. 

6. The Hospital DepaJtment is not preserved. The 
act of the 3d of March, 1815, provides for regimental 
surgeons and surgeon's mates, and for such number of 
hospital surgeons and surgeon's mates, as the service 
may require, not exceeding fhe surgeons and fifteEn 
mates, with one steward, and onc ,yardmaster to each 
hospital. From this specifick arraDgement, it is neces· 
sarily implied, that the physician alld surgeon general, 
the assistant apothecaries general, ,;nd all the hospital 
surgeons and surgeon's mates, garrison surgeons and 
surgeon's mates, except the above specilied number, are 
to be discharged. The physician and surgeon general, 
and the apothecary general, were appointed, the better 
to superintend the hospital and medical establishment 
of the army of the United States, under the act of the 
:3d of M~rch, 1813; and the act of the 30th of :\!arch, 
1814, u.uthorized the President to appoint so many as­
sistant apothecaries as the sen'ice might, in his judge­
ment, require. The occasion for the iippointments un­
der both act, has eeaoed; aud the act of the 3d of 
March, 1:~ 15, me~nt to provide a substitute for the whole 
department, according to the demands of the peace 
establishment. 

7. The Military Academy is preserved. The act of 
tl:e 3d of ::\Iarch, 1815, provides that the corps of en­
gllleers, as at pre~ent established, shall be retained. 
By the act of the 16th of March, 1802, ten cadet., were 
assigne.d to the corps of engineers By the act of the 
'!!}th ot Apr;], 1812, the cadets, ,,,hether of artillery. 
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\',lyalry, riflemen, or infantry, were limited to the num­
ber of 2.50, who might be attacht'd, by the President., 
as studeuts to the military academy; but the act of the 
2d of March, 1815, declares that the regiment of light 
artillery shall haye the same organization as is prescribed 
by the act passed the 12th of April, 1808; and by ttlat 
act, two cadets are to be attached to each company, 
It is ther"fof(~ to be considered, that there are 250 cadets 
attached to the military academy, uBder tbe establish­
ment of the act of the 29th of April, 1812, a!ld twenty 
ra:lets attached to the re~lme!lt of light artillery. 

G pon this analysis of the ad of Congress for fixing 
the military peace est<1blishrnent, the President wishes 
to receive any information which you think will tend tu 
promote the publick service, in ref~rence to the follow­
ing inquiries. 

1. The best arrangements to adopt to the peace estab­
lishment-the OrdD>ll!Ce department-the purchasing 
department-the pay depaltment-and the military 
academy. 

2. The arrangements best adapted to render the 
medical establishment competent to the garrison, as well 
as to the regimental service. 

It is obvious that con5iderable difficulty will arise, if 
the adjutant general's and the quarter master general's 
?epartment~ should U? immediately and entirely abol­
Ished, and If the garn .. on surgeons should be immedi­
ately discharged. The President is desirous to execute 
the act of Congress, as far as i~ is practicable and safe, 
on the first of May next; but he is disposed to take the 
latitude which the act allows, in cases that clearly re­
quire a continuance of the officers for the necessary 
publick service. You will be pleased, therefore to 
:,tate, 

1. 'Vhether, in your judgement, the continuance of 
the office of adjutant and inspector general is necessary 
for the publick service? 

2. Whether, in your judgement, the continuance of 
any, and which of the offices in the quarter master's 
rjepartment, is necessary for the publick service t 

.3. Whether, in your judgement, the continuance of 



280 IIISTORY OF THE LATE WAR. 

any, and which of the offices in tIie medical department, 
not expressly provided for by law, is necessary for the 
publick service? 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen, very respectfully. 
your most-obedient servant, 

A. J. DALLAS, 
Acting Secretary of War. 

Major Generals Brown, Jackson, Scott, 
Gaihes, Macomb and Ripley. 

IJeparimcnt of War, 12th Jl1ay, 1815. 
The Acting Secretary of War has the honour to sub· 

mit to the President of the United States the following; 
report: 

That the act of Congress, entitled" An act fixing the 
military peace establishment of the United States," 
passed on the 3d of March, 1815, provided, that after 
the corps constitut4ng the peace establishment was form­
ed and completed, tbe supernumerary officers non­
commissioned officers, musicians and privates, should bl) 
discharged from the service of the United States, from, 
and aft .. r the first day of May ensuing the date of the 
act, or as soon as circumstances might permit. But it 
was soon found impracticable to obtain from all the mili­
tary districts the information which was requisite to do 
justice to the army, and to tLe nntiun, in reducing the 
military establishment franl :;( force of thousand meD, 
to a force of ten thousaud men, so early as the first day 
of l\Iay. And it is obvious, that circumstances do not 
even )-et pern::it the entire reduction con templated by 
Congress, with regard to the settlement of the numerous· 
accounts depending in the quarter master, commissary 
and pay departments, and the medical care of the troops 
at the many milit'lry ~tations to which they must be ap­
portioned. 

That llaving, however, dilIigentIy collected from ever) 
pro!?e! source of information, the necessary materials fOl 
de~ldmg upon the various subjects inyolved in the exe­
cutIOn of the a~t of Congress; and having obtained 
~rom the hoard of general officers convened at \Vash· 
m~ton, the most valuable a~sistance, the Acting Seefp-
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taryof War respectfuiJy lays t:le result before the Pres­
ident of the United Stdtes, in the form of four general 
orders to be issued from this department: 

No. 1. A general order, announcing the military di­
visions and departments of the United States; the corps 
and regiments constituting the military peace establish­
ment; and the distribution and apportionment of the 
troops. 

No.2. A general order, announcing the army register 
for the peace establishment, including the officers pro­
visionally retained in service, until circumstances shall 
permit their discharge. 

No.3. A general order, directing the supernumerary 
officers, non-commissioned officers, musicians and pri­
vates to be paid, and discharging them from the service 
of the United States on the 15th day of June next, or 
as soon thereafter as the payment can be completed; 
provided, 1st, that such officers of every rank, as may 
be necessary to supply vacancies created by resignations 
on the first organization of the corps and regiments for 
the peace establishment, shall be deemed to be in ser­
vice for that purpose alone; and, 2d, that paymasters, 
quartermasters, commissaries and other officers, who 
have been charged with the disbursement of publick 
money, shall be deemed to be in service for the single 
purpose of rendering their accounts for settlement, 
within a seasonable time. 

No.4. A general order, requiring the l\lajor Generals 
to assume the command of their respective divisions, 
and to proceed to form and distribute the corps and regi­
ments for their respective commands, according to the 
system announced for the military peace establi,hmenL 

All which is respectfully ~ubmitted. 
A. J. DALLAS, 

Acting Secretary of War. 
The President of the United States. 

ApPRoVED, May 15, 1815. 
JAMES MADISOI'\-, 

24* 
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Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, 
May 17,1815. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 
In pursuance of the act of Congress, entitled, " An 

act fixing the military peace establishment of the U lIited 
States," approved the 3d of March, 1815, the President 
of the United States has judged proper that the military 
peace establishment shall consist of the following pro­
portions of artillery, infantry and riflemen j the corps 
of engineers being retained as at present established. 

1. Of the corps of artillery, there shall be thirty-hyo 
companies, or eight battalions, making 3,200 men. 

2. Of the light artillery, there shall be ten companies, 
or one regiment, making 660 men. 

3. Of the infantry, there shall be eighty companies, 
or eight regiments, making 5,440 men. 

4. Of the riflemen, there shall be ten companies, or 
one regiment, making 680 men. Total, 9,980. 

And the President of the United States has farther 
judged proper, that the United States be divided int,-, 
two military divisions; and that each military divisioll 
be subdivided into military departments, as follows: 

The division of the north to comprise five militar~ 
departments, to wit: 

No. 1. New-York, above the highlands, and Yer­
mont. 

No.2. New·Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode-lEl· 
and and Connecti<:ut. 

No.3. New-York, below the highlands, and that part 
of N e,y-J ersey which furnishes the first division of mi­
litia. 

No.4. Pennsylvania, Delaware, l\1aryland and that 
part of New-Jersey which furnishes the Eecond division 
of militia. 

No.5. Ohio, and the Territories of Michigan and 
Indiana. 

The division of the south, to comprise four militan~ 
departments, to wit: . 

No.6. Virginia, North Carolina, and the District of 
Columbia. 

Ko.7. South Carolina and Georgia. 
No. '3 Louisiana and the Mississipp~ Territory. 
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No.9. Tennessee, Kentucky, and the Territories of 
ilIissouri and Illinois. 

And the President of the United States has farther 
judged proper, that the general distribution of the regi­
ments and corps constituting the military peace establish­
ment, shall he made in the following manner: 

To the division of the north-
The second, third, fifth and sixth regiments of iufant­

ry, forming two brigades. 
Four battalions of the corps of artillery; and the re­

giment of light artillery. 
To the division of the south-
The first, fourth, seventh and eighth regiments of in­

fantry, forming two brigades. 
Four battalions of the corps of artillery, and the regi­

ment of riflemen. 
And the Pre,ident of the United States has farther 

judged it proper, that a part of the several regiments 
and corps constituting the military peace establishment, 
shall be detailed and apportioned for the following 
named stations; and that the rest of the regiments and 
corps shall be disposed of as the Major Generals com­
manding divisions may hereafter direct. 

In the division of the north-
For the posts and fortresses on the coast of N ew-

England, 
The regiment of light artillery, ten companies. 
Of the corps of artillery, four companies. Total, 14. 
For the harbour o~ New-York, and its dependencies, 

of the corps of artillery, fOllr companies. 
For fort Mifflin, and its dependencies, of the corps of 

artillery, two companies. 
For fort M'Henry, and its dependencies, of the corps 

of artillery, two companies. 
For Sacket's Harbour, of the corps of artillery, one 

company. 
For Plattsburgh, of the corps of artillery, one com~ 

pan)'. 
For Niagara, of the corps of artillery, one company. 
For fort Washington, on the Potomack, of the corp" 

"f artillery,one company. 
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For Detroit, and its dependencies, of infantry, tell. 
companies; of riflemen, four companies. Total, 14. 

In the division of the 80uth-
For Norfolk harbour, and its dependencies, of the 

corps of artillery, three companies. 
For forts Johnson and Hampden, N. C. of the corps 

of artillery, one company. 
For Charleston harbour, and its dependencies, of the 

corps of artillery, four companies. 
For 8avannah,of the corps of artillery, one company. 
For Mobile, of the corps of artillery, one company. 
For Plaquemin, of the corps of artillery, one com-

pany. 
For forts St. Charles, St. John and Petite CoquiJe, 

of the corps of artIllery, three companies. 
For Natchitoches, of the corps of artillery, one com­

pany; of riflemen, two companies. Total, 3 compa­
nies. 

For St. Louis, and its dependencies, of infantry, ten 
companies; of riflemen, four companies. Total, 14 
companies. 

For Chefuncta, of infantry, ten companies. 
For the vicinity of Augusta, Georgia, of infantry, ten 

companies. 
And the President of the United States has further 

judged proper, that the non-commissioned officers, musi­
cians and privates, of the several regiments and- corps 
now in thc service of the United States, whose term of 
service has not expired, shall be so arranged as to form 
and complete out of the same the non-commissioned 
officers, musicians and privates, consisting the military 
peace establishment, in the manner following, viz: 

To form the regiment of light artillery, Brigadier­
General Porter, there shall be mustered for selection, 
the light artillery proper, the 15th, 26th, 30th, 31st, 
33d, 34th, and 45th regiments of infantry. 

To form the corps of artillery, there shall be muster­
ed for selection, the corps of artillery proper, the regi­
~ent of dragoons, the 41st, 42d, and 43d regiments of 
mfantry. 
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To form the regiments of infantry in the division of 
the north, there shall be mustered-

For the 2d regiment of infantry, Colonel Brady, the 
(ith, 16th, 22d, 23d, and 32d regiments of infantry. 

For the 3d regiment of infantry, Colonel John Miller, 
the 1st, 17th, 19th, 24th, 28th, and 39th regiments of 
infantry. 

For the 5th regiment of infantry, Brigadier-General 
Miller, 4th, 9th, 13th, 21st, 40th, and 46th regiments ot 
infantry. 

For the 6th regiment of infantry, Colonel Atkinson, 
the II th, 25th, 27th, 29th and 37th regiments of infan­
try. 

To form the regiments of infantry and riflemen, in 
the division of the south-

For the 1st regiment of infantry, Brig~dier-General 
Bissel, the 2d, 3d, 7th, and 44th regiments of infJ:ntry. 

For the 4th regiment of infantry, Colonel King, the 
12th, 14th, and 20th fq;iments of infantry. 

For the 7th regiment of infantry, Colonel M'Donald, 
the 8th, lOth, 35th, and 38th regiments of infantry. 

For the 8th regiment of infantry, Colonel Nicholas, 
the 5th, 18th, and 3.5th regiments of infantry. 

:For the rifle regiment, Brigadier-General Smith, the 
1st, 2d, 3d, and 4th rifle regiments. 

And the President of the United States has further 
judged proper, that in addition to the provision for a 
GeiH~ral Staff, which is specifically made by the act of 
Congress, certain offiers shall be detained, under the spe­
cial authority given by the act, until circumstances will 
permit of their dischaIge, without material injury to 
the service: and that the following shall be the General 
Stail': 

Two Major-Generals, with two Aids-dc-Camp, each. 
Four Brigadier-Generals, with one Aid-de-Camp, 

each. 
An Adjutant and Inspector-General, and two Adju­

tant-Generals, to be provisionally retained. 
F'our Brigade Inspectors, 
One Quarter-Master General and two Deputy Qual'­

:er-lVIasters General, to be provisionally retained. 
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Four Brigade Quarter-Masters. 
An Apothecary-General and two Assistant Apotheca-

ries, to be provibionally retained. 
FiH hospital Surgeons. 
Fifteen hospital Surgeon's Mates. 
Two garrison Surgeon's, to be provisionally retaineu. 
A Paymaster of the army. 
Two Deputy Paymasters General, and two Assistant 

Deputy Paymasters, to be provisionally retained. 
'ele acts of Congress establishing the Onlnance Dc­

partment, the office of Commisary-General of purchases, 
and the Military Academy, remain in force, as well as 
certain acts authorizing tht' appointment of Judge Adl'o­
catC'b and Chaplains to the army. 

The orgclIlization and arrangements of tbe Military 
Peace Establishment, thus made by the President of 
the United States, aTe published in general order for the 
informatio1J and government of the army. 

By order of the Secretary of 'Var, 
D. PARKER, 

Adjutant and Inspector-General. 
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ARMY REGISTER. 
~~~~----~----------

NAMES. I R'\I"F I DATE OF AI'- I BRE'T & FORMER I 
1 i ,~. POINTMENT CO'lMISSIONS. REMARKS. 

Jacob BrowD, , Major-Gen. '.. Div~ of north. S 
Andre\V Jackson, I do. 24th Jan. 1814. Div.ofSouth. '" 
Alexandt'r Macomb, Brig. Gen. 1st May, 11th Sept., 1814, ~ 

24th January Maj. Gell. br'vt., ~ 
Edmund P. Gaines, do 

Winfield Scott, do 

do Eleazer W. Ripley, . 
I 

Dal,id P,lrLu, Ad.!. Inspector-General 
Rohert Butl!'r, ,\d jut.lllt-CeJlt·ral 
Arthur P. Hayne,' do. 
Robert S"'ar(~YOllt, ,!r. J1lD,ter-gt'n'l 
S. Champlain, J"i" ,;1', master slllua] 

Sa'Hut': Bro\\ II, do. I 
FOll' bn;S,),\e ;ll';p"cto]'s amI lunf brie;ad i: 

<Jr. master, to IJe t".ken from the line. , 

9th l\ian.:h 15th Aug. 1814, 0 

M '(' L' "j 

9th March 

15th April 

22d Nov., 1814. 
5th March. 
12th April. 

21st March 1813 
1st r.lar!'h. 
26th M,nch. 

aJ- >ell rd., ..; 
25th July, ]814, [;'l 
Maj. Gell br'vt., t"' 

25th July, 1814, t:i 
Maj, Gell. br'vt. t'1 

Brig. t:en. br'vt. "I '8 ~ 
Col. do. Di v. of south f;:: ~ 

do. Div. of north ;:; • 
Brig Uf'u. 00. g. 

l\l'ojor do. Div. of south g 
do. Di v. of north J :0-

t': 
IJ_' .. 



uUDX,INCE DEPARTMENL 
I It'CIUS 'Vad~worth, Colonel 
George Bomford, Lieut. Colonel 
John Morton, Captain 
Abraham B. Woolley. do 
.fohn H. l\Ltrg~lIt, do 
.J ames Daliby, do 
Thomas L. Campbell, do 
Edwin Tyler, do 
n. D. HichafClson, do 
George Talcott, Jr. do 
J. H. Rees, do 
William Wade, 1st Lieutenant 
Rufus L. Daker, do 
'Villiam C. LYlllan, do 
Geor:,>;e Larne~l, do 
Nt'llf:miah Badell, do 
Christopher Keiser, do 
Thomas L. Hawkins, do 
James Baker, do 
J. Living,toll, do 
James Y\'ilsoll, 2d Lieutenant 
Eben~;:er J\J'DouaJJ. do 
R. C. PomeroY, do 

2tl J ul y, 18121'C010nel bre\'ct, 
18th J Ulle Lt. Col. do 
II tll Sept. Captain do 
4th Dec. do 

31~ Dec· do 
5th Aug. J.'313 do 
5th Aug. do 
5th Aug. do 
5th Aug. do 
5th Aug. do 

16th June,1814 do 
12th l\'far.lS131stLieut. brevLI 
12th Mar. do I 
19th Apr do 
19th Apr. do I 

6th Aug. do I 
6th Aug. do 
6th Aug. do 
6th Aug. \ do 
5th ',i ar. do 

26th Dec. 1814 2J Lieu!. brevI. 
do I do, 
(1 C) 41(1 
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Charles F. Morton, (10 tlo tl 0 
Wm. F. Rigal, 3d Lieutenant 2d Mar. 18153d Lieut. brevt.! 
James Simonson, do do do 
John Hills, do do do 
Simon Willard, do do do 
John Symington, do do do 

MEDICAL DEPARTlIIENT. DATE OF APPOINTMENTS. 

Francis Le Baron, Apothecary General lIth June, 1813. 
Christopher Backus, Assistant Apothecary 12th August,1814. 
James Cutbush, do do 
David C. Kerr, Hospital Surgeon 30th April, 

~Belljamin 'Waterhouse, do 29th June, 
James C. Bronaugh, do 15th April, 

1812. 
1813. 
1814. 

Joseph Lovell, do 30th June, 
Arnold Elzey, do 17th May, 1815. 
James Stevenson, Hospital Surgeon's Mate 27th May, 1812. 
J. B. Whiteridge, do 30th March, 1813. 
Edward Purcell, do 2d May, 
'William W. Hazard, do 4th May, 
'Vil1iam Jones, do 2d July, 
Joseph Wallace, do 15th July, 
William Williams, do \ 1st August, 
William Stewart, do 30th March, 1814. 
William Marshall, tl030th March, 

~ Provisionally retaineu. 
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Joseph Eaton, do 15th April, 
Robert Archer, do 13th May, 
Hugh F. Rose, do 21st May, 
James Trimble, do 17th July, 
Thomas Russell, do 21st July, 
Donaldson Yates, do ,16th August, 
Foster Swift, Garrison Surgeon 18th Feb. 1814. 
James H. ]\:I'CuUoch, do" 17th July, 
John F. Heileman, Garrison Surgeon's Mate 2d June, 1802. 
Charles Slocum, do 25th March, 1807. 
Lemuel B. Clark, do,.. 4thJanuary, 1808. 
William T. Davidson, do 13th June, 1808. 
Jonathan S. Cool, do 8th Feb'y, 1811. 
Alexander Wolcott, do 25th March, 1812. 
William Turner, do 29th Sept. 1812. 
William M. Scott, do 18th Apri', 1814. 
W. C. Lane, do 15th Sept. 

do 
PAY DEPARTMENT. 

Robert Brent, Paymaster of the army 
Washington Lee, deputy do. general 
Jonathan Bell, assistant dep. do. general 
Ambrose Whitlock, dep. pay gen. 

, assistant dep. do. 

lst July, 1808. 
1;-th April, 1813. 
lst August, 1814. 

17th May, 1815. 

Provisionally retained. 
do. 
do. Fort Miffiin. 
do. Natchitoches. 
do. Norfolk. 
do. Fort Stoddert. 
do. Fort Osage 
do. New-York. 
do. New-London. 
do. Detroit. 
do. Vincennes. 
do. 

~. ~ 

? Northern division. 
S Prov. retained. 
} Southern division. 
~ "prov. retained. 
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PURCHASING DEPARTMENT. 

Callender Irvine, com. gen. of purchases 
assist. com. 

storekeeper 
JUDGE ADVOCATES. 

James T. Dent, 
Henry 'Vheaton, 

CHAPLAINS. 

MILITARY ACADEMY. 

Sen. officer of eng's, superintendent 
Jared Mansfield, pro. nat. and exper. phil. 
D. B. Douglass, assist. do do 
Andrew Ellicott, professor mathematicks 
J. Wlight, assistant do 
Alden Partridge, prof. art engineering 
William Evelyth, assistant do 
Samuel Walsh, sllrgeon 
Ad'Jm Empie, chaplain a:ld prof. ethicks 
Claudius Eeraud, teacher Freuch language 
C. E. Zoeller, teacher of drawing 
Pere Thomas, sword master. 

8th August, 1812. 

~ 
19th July, HJ13. 
6th August, 

7th October, 1812. 

1st Sept. 

1st Sept. 

1813. 

1813. 

9th August, 1813. 

3d January, 1815. 

Provo retained. 

Soutllern division. 
Northern division. 
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CORPS OF ENGINEERS. 
NAMES AND RANK. I'BREVETS & FORMER CO~I-

Colonel. ])!ISSIOC'lS. 

Jos. G. Swift, 31 July, 1812 Brig. Gen. 19 Feb. 1814, 
Lieutenant Colonel. brevet. 

Walker K. Armstead, 31st 
July, 1812 

lYlajoTs. 
Geo. Bomford, 6 July, 1812'ILieut. Col. 22d Dec. 1814, 

brevet. 
,"rm. M'Ree, 31 July, 1812.0rd. 18 June, 1812. 

Captains. : 
Chas. Gratiot, 23 Feb. 1808'Col. 15 Aug. 1812, brevet. 
A. Partridge, 23 July, 181O'Professor mil. academy. 
J. G. Toiten, 31 July, 1812.Lieut. Col. 11 Sept. 1814, 
Sam'l Babcock, 20 Sep.lSl2 brevet. 
Sylv. Thayer, 13 Oct. 1813)VIaj. 20 Feb. 1814, breyct. 
Wm. Cutbush, 17 sep.18141 

First Lieute1H!1lts. 
Ed. De Russey,6 July, 1814 Captain 11 Sept. 1814, bre­
Fred'k Lewis, 20 Sep. 1812i vet. 
!~s. Gasden, ~ 7 M~rch,18131 
I. W. Maunee, 13 Oct. do .. 
Hipolite Dumas, 20 Feb. '14' . 
D. B. Douglass, 17 Scpo do. Capt. 17 Sept. 1814, brevt 

Second Lieuten'J.]ds. 
Geo. Trescott, 16 Occ. 1813 1st Lt. 11 Sept. 1814, brevt 
J. L. Smith, 16 do do 
Horace C. Story, 11 March'llst Lt. 17 Sept. 1814, brevt 

1814 
Jonll 'Vri~ht, 30 do do 
S. H. Loug, 12 Dec. 1814\ 
H'y Middleton 2 "",hr. 1815 

REGIMENT OF LIGHT ARTILLERY. 
Colonel. 

;l\ioses Porter, 12 Mar. 1812 Brig. Gen. 10 Sept. aH3, 
Lieutenallt Colonel. brevet. 

J. IL F~Dwick, 2 Dec. 1811 Col. stall' and brevet, 18th 
111'OjOI'8. M;trch, 1813 . 

. <\.bram Eustis 15 Mar. 1810 Lt. Co!. 18 Sept. 1813 bre" 
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Captains. 
\. M'DoweJl, 1 April 1812; 
Nathan Towson, 6 July do Lt. Col. brev. 15 Aug. 1814 
Sam'l D. Harris,3 do do Major brevet 15 do do 
Art:1Uf W. Thornton, 20th 

Jan. 1813 
Gabriel H. Manigault, 1st Major staff 9 Sept do 

Aw~. 1813 
Arms ~ Irvine, 1 Oct. 1813 
Fras. Stribling, 1 No\'. do 
John S. Peyton, 15 Dec. do 
Henry K. Craig, 23 do do 
John R. Bell, 10 Oct. 1814 Col staff 28 October do 

First Lieutcilants. I 
Wm. F. Hobart, 5 Ap. 1813 Major staff 27 July do 
Geo. W. Hight, 10 Aug. do Major staff 17 do do 
G. N. Morris, 23 Oct. do 
J. H. Wilkins, 3 Dec. do 
John Gates, Jr. a do do 
Nels. Freeland,21 Feb.1814 
\Vm. Lyman, 10 June do 
J. T. M'Kanney,21 Ag. do 
S. M. Mackay, 10 Oct. do 
Fred. Kinloch, 10 do do 

Second Lieutenants. 
G. E. Wells, 2 Oct. 1813 
E. Lyon, 2211 do do 
S. Washburn, 13 Dec. do I 
H. Stanton, 7 March, 1814'Captain staff 12 July 1813 
R. W. Field, 17 do do 
P. Drane, 17 do do 
W. Smith, 12 May do 
H. F. Evans, 2 June do 
R. F. Massie, 31 Aug. do 
W. Wells, 10 Oct. do 

Surgeon. 
Lewis Dunham,12 Dec. do 

Surgeon'sllfate. 
W. H. Livingston,26 Jy.do 

25'" 
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CORPS OF ARTILLE!Y. 
Lieutenant Colonels. 

G E Mitchell, 3 Mar 1813 Col bre\'et, May 15 1814 
James House, 3 do .do 
Wm Lindsay, 12 do do 
lY m l\facrea, 19 April do 

lIIajors. 
G Armistead, 3 March do Lt Col brevet, 12 Sept dl' 
Jas B Many, 5 May 
.I Hindman, 26 June Lt Col brevet, 15 Aug do 
W H Overton, 21 Fb 1814 

Captains. 
Charles W ollstonecraft, 15 Major brevet, 15 Mar 1815 

March ,805 
.I B Walbach, 31 Jan 1806 Col staff, 6 August 1 S 18 
WlIl Wilson, 3 l\Iay 1808 Major bre\-et, 11 Nov do 
E Humphreys, 9 Jan 1809 
Jas Reed 12 March 1812 
J B Crane, 6 July do Major brevct, 13 I'\OV do 
Roger Jones 6 do do Lt L'ol Oleyt, 17 Sept 1814 
J H Boyle, 6 do do Majer bInet, .5 May do 
A S Brooks, 6 do do Majol brev~t, 11 Sept do 
S B Archer 6 do do Major brevet, 27 April 1815 
J B 1'on, 6 do do 
Th Biddle, jr 6 do do ll\Iajor brevet, 15 Lug 1814 
J T B Romayne,6 do do ,Major :,taff, ~ I Feb .:;);5 
Wm 0 Allen, 6 do do 
Th Murray, 10 Feb IS13 
,V m Gates, 3d l\Iarch do 
A C W Fanning, 13 do do Major bre\'et, 15 Aug ISH 
G II Richards, J 3 do do 
I Roath, jr 13 April do 
J F Heilman, 5 May do 
Th Bennet, 20 June do 
A W Odell, 20 do do Major brevet, 25 Jllly do 
Rt G Hite, 26 do do l\hj:r staff, 6 Aug 1813 
S Churchill, 15 Aug do Major staff, 29 do do 
J D Hawell, 15 do do 
'B K Pierce, 1 Oct do 
Joan Biddle, I do do 
r~ P Peters, 2l Feb 1614,Major staff, 29 Aug Ii" 
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H H Villard, 14 July 1814i 
H J Blake, I Sept do I 
N ath'l N Hall 30 do do: Major staff, 25 April 181 c) 

"II P Lomax 17 Nov do Major staff, 3 March do 
First Lieutenants. 

Milo Mason, 20 Feb 1812 
C Van De Venter, 12l\1r do Major staff, 26 March de 
J L Tracy, 6 July do 
Wm l\'I Reed, do do 
Harold Smyth, do do Capt brevet, 11 Sept do 
1Vm I Cowan, do do Major staff, 17 Oct do 
John Fontane, do do 
I, Brown, do do 
Luther Scott, do do Capt brevet, 20 Feb 1815 
R R Ruffin, do do 
.T H Daring, do do 
J Erving, jr 16 Aug do !l\Iajor staff, April 1811 
c\ L Sauds, 10 Feb 1 S'~3, 
R A Z,mtzinger 13 Mr 18131,Captbrevet, 13 Aug 1814 
T R:.mdall, \3 do do C:.;,pt brevet, 1 Dec do 
VV R Duncan, do do 
Chester Root, do do Capt brevet, 11 Sept do 
J L Edwards, 28do do 
Gu~ Looms, 5 .May do 
P D Spencer, 13 do do 
.J Mountford, 20 do do 
F Whiting, 20 June do 
Edwin Sharp, 26 do do 
G Dearborn, 1 Oct uo 
Felix Ansart, do do 
Jacob W arlev, J 5 Dec do 
S Spotts, 22·.l\Iay 1814 
L Whiting, 14 June do 
B B White, 29 July do 
Lewis Morgan, 17 ;,ov do 
W H Nicoll, 22 do do 
John Ruffin, 6 Jan 1815 

Second Lieutenants . 
.T W Kincaid, 6 July 1812 
Robert Groode, do do 

Capt staff, 19 April 
.Major staif, 17 Oct 
C2cpt brevet, 11 Sept 

1813 
1814 

do 

Francis 0 Byrd, do do 1st Lt brevet, 20 Feb 1810 
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J J Cromwell, 23 N ov ~ 812. ~,t Lt brevet, 1 t Sept 1814 
J W Lellt, jr 12 1\i"r 1813 at. ord 
Til Chry,tie 18 do do l\1ajorstaff, IS March 1813 
S Rockwell, 20 do co 
C D Cooper, 16 April do 
Hieb Bacbe 17 do UO I [,t Lt brevet, 17 April do 
1> I Nevill, 20 do do 
1\1 S ~,Iassey, 13 lUay do 
F P Woolsey, c:0 do do 
Cll Anthony, 20 GO do 
"\IV J\l 'Cliotoc1:, 20 J tine do 
L H Osgood, do do 
P Melendy, 29 do do 
E I';:roy, 31 July do 
R I\1 Kirby, 1 Oct do Capt brevet, 17 Sept 181.! 
H 1\01 Campbell, 12 do do' do 25 July do 
hobert Beall, ] 4 Nov do I 
W I Sever, 31 Dec do 
I G Bostwick, 13 Feb 1814, 
John A Dix, 8 ~,Iar(:h do 
R Lyman, 11 do do 
VVIIl n HO',vell, 17 do do 
I L Gardiner, 28 do do 
J a~ C Pickett, 19 April do 
T 1 Harriscll, do do 
I Watmaugh do do 1st Lt brevet, 15 Aug do 
C Newkirk, do do 
G \Y Gardiner, I May do 
C S Merchant, do do 
Ndl,'l G Dana, do do 
John Monroe, do do 
J S Allanson, do do 
L G De Rmsy, do do 
Tbomas Childs, do do 
Sam'l L Dana, do do 
Jac Schmucke, do do 1st Lt bn,vct, 25 July d.) 
Thos V Earle, do do 
Charles Mellon, do do 
George H Britt, do do at. ord 
James Hall, do do lat.ord 
.Tohn S Pierce, do do 
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Allen Lowd, 1 iUay J Hl-1 
G S Wilkins, 3 do do 
J ames Scallan, 19 do do 

. P A Dennis, 20 do do 
J Ripley, 1 June do 
John Grayson, 2 do do 
D Turner, 21 July do 
Isaac E Craig do do 
C 1\1 Thurston, do do 
H W Fitshugh, do do 
Jacob Davis, do do 
T T Stephenson,do do at. ord 
E Humphrey, do do 
S Whetmore, do do 
T B Guy, 22 do do 
D S Andrews, do do 
N G Wilkinson, do do 
Joseph Buckley,do do at.onl 
A C Towler, 30 Sept do 
Robert Call, 3 Nov do 

Third Lieutenants. 
R H Lee, 17 March do 1st Lt brevet, 17 Sept ISH 
Rice L Stuart 15 July do 
\V L Booth, 21 do do 
T J B~.ird, do do 
J Parkhurst, do do 
R L Armstrong, do do 
James Badolet, do do 
G 'W Gardiner, do do 
B S A Lowe, do do 
Th R Broome, do do 
Patnck Galt, 16 Sept do 
Upton S Frazer, 1 Oct do 
N G Pendleton, 22 Nov do 
B H Rutledge, 12 Dec do ~ 
John R. Sloo, 2 Mar. 1815 
Hen. Griswold, do do 
James Monroe do do 
Robt. C. Brent, do do 
Abr. Wendell, do do 
Ii A.. Washington,do do 
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Robert J. Scott, Mar 1815 
Alon Bre,,-er, do do 
F. N. Berrier, do do: 
Geor;:;._' Cooper, do do i 
Henry Smith, do do: 
A. F. Cochrane, do do I 
l\IF Van De Venter, do I' 

Milo Johnson, do do 
Aaron G Cano, do do' 
Rt M Forsyth, do do 
Tho W Lendrum, do do 
Henry R Dulany do do 

FIRST INFANTRY. 
Colonel. 

Dan Bissel, 15 Aug 1812 Brig Gen brevet 9 j\Iarch 
Lieutenant Colonel. 1814 

Geo. Croghan, 21 Feb 1814 brevet 2 August 1813 
Major. 

Tho S Jessup, 6 Ap. 1814 nol brevet 25 July 181·1 
Captains. 

Isaac L Barker, 5 Ap. 1813 
'Wm 0 Butler, 5 do 
John Jones 29 Jllly do 
James Davis, 29 do 
Hen. Chotard, 9 Oct. 1813 Maj Staff 17 Oct 181-1 
lVlll. Laval, 15 Feb. 1814 
A Peychaud, I J Mar. 1814 
Fred L Amelung, do 
W Christian, 3 J 1\1 ay do 
John Read, 15 July do 

First Lieutenants. 
S Farrow,jr I Aug. 1813 
Tho Daggett, 7 Sept do 
J C Kouns, 20 Feb ) 814 
r P Thibault, 11 .'Har do 
Will Gibbs, do 
r Tarrant, 15 April do 
A Donoho, do do 
r Tur~er, I lI,.fay do 
R K Cali, 15 July do 
Guy Smith, 1 Sept do 
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Second Lieutenants. 
George Watts, I Aug 1813 1st Lt. brevet 5 July 1814 
Robert H Briggs, I do 
R L Coomb,4 Aug. do 
R B Hyde, 18 Feb 1814 
G W Boyd 9 Mar. do 
W Christie 9 do do 
Chas Cooper, 1 May do 
Treuman Cross, 1 do 
S Huston, 20 do do 
T C Hindman, 20 do 

Surgeon. 
Edward Scull, 8 Apr 1814 

Surgeon's Mate. I 
W S Madison, 12 Dec 1812 
Hen y Hield, 23 Arp 1814 

SECOND INFANTRY, 
Colonel. 

Hugh Brady, 6 July 1812 
Lieutenant Colonel. 

N Pinkney, 15 April 1814 Col staff Dec 1 1814 
fflajor. 

H Leavenworth, 15 Aug. Col brvt 25 July 1814 
1813 

Captain. 
John Sproul, 6 July 1812 Maj brvt 25 July 1814 
S W Kearney, 1 Apr 1813 
P B Van Buren, 30 Apr do 
A P Spencer, 14 Mar 1814 
H Shell, 21 do do 
A R Thompson, I May do 
G D Smith, 30 June do Maj brvt 25 July 1814 
Richard Goodell, 9 July, do do do 
Wm J Worth, 19 Aug 
Henry Whiting, 1 Sept 

First Lieutenants. 
C J Nourse, 7 May 1812 Maj staff 14 Sept 
WBrowning, 15 Oct 18131Captbrvt 13 Oct 
Wm Hoffman, 11 Nov I 
B A Boynton, 25 do. 
o Ranson, ]9 April 1814 
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John Kirby, 19 May 1814 
James Young, 30 June 
W m G Belknap, 19 Aug 
S B Briswold, 1 Sept 
Walter Bicker, jr 1 do. 

Second Lieutenants. 
N N Robinson, 12th May: 

1813 
James Palmer, 20 Dec 1st Lieut br.t 5 _\ug 
John Wood, 1 May 1814 
J os Hopkins, 2 do do 
R 1\1 Harrison, 30 June 
T Chittenden, 10 July 
Seth Johnson, 20 Aug 
Joshua Brant, 1 .oct 
John Clitz,2 do 1st Lieut brvt 17 Sept 
SVWyck, 11 Feb 1815 

Surgeon. 
Franklin Bache. 

Surgeon's Jl.lates. 
W W Southall, 20th July, 

1813 
S Edmonds, 18 April 1814 

THIRD INFANTRY. 
Colonel. 

John Miller, 6 July 1812iCoi staff 12 April18H 
Lieltlenant Colonel. 

;\1 Arbuckle, 9 March 1814 
Major. 

C R Gardiner, 26 June 1813 
Captains. ICol staff 12 April 1814 

Wm Taylor, 6 July 18121 
W m J Adair, do 
"Ro':>ert Desha, 6 July 1813 Maj br.t 4 Aug 
John T Chunn, do do 15 do 
\V ill Whistler, 31 Dec 
Geo Stockton, 20 May 1813 
T L Butler, do I 
H Bradley, 19 April 1814 
Lewis Bissel 30 June 
W M'Donald, 11 Nov Maj brvt 25 July 
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Pirst Lieutenants. 
J Hackley, jr 13 Mar 1813 
Th Mountjoy, do do 
.Tohu r;arland, 31 do 
R~,L.Jl H Gist, 30 June 
R Swrgus, 9 March 1814 
Daniel Curtis, 15 April 
Hen Conway, 19 do do I 

L Talliaferro, 30 June do 
y~urley F Thomas, do 
Collin M'Cloud, 4 Aug do 

Second Lieutenants. 
A Phillips, 20 'ay 1813 
)Ytil Daylor, 15 Aug 
J E Clarke, 9 April 1814

1 
Ed E Erooks, 1 May 
Robert Davis, 30 June 
Raimy G Sauuders, 14 July 
Cy Saunders, do 
Jon Saunders, do 
Gab J Floyd, 1 Oct 
Charles Cisna, 21 do I 

Surgeons. 
\.. G. Goodlet, 10 Feb. 1812 

Surgeon's ,Mates. J 
J B Hill, 6 July, 1812 
R E Hall, l\1i,fch 1814 

FOURTH fNFANTRl'. 
Colonel. 

Wm King, 21 Feb I8H Col staff 18 July 1813 
Lieutenant Colonel. 

D L Clinch, 4 Aug 1813 
Major. 

G M Brook, 1 May, 1814 Col brevet 17 Sept 1814 
Captains. I 

J Bankhead, 18Juue 1808do staif9 do 1813 
Maj brevet 15 Aug 

Enos Cutler, 3 Sept 

urnes Diukin, 6 Feb 
No. VI. 

1810 l\1aj staff 18 March 181S 
brevet 1 .May 1814 

J 811 i\1aj brevet 15 May d() 
26 
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A Cummings, 1 Nov 
'1' 1\1 Nelson, 6 July 
John A Burd, do 
Th Sangster do 
A L r'I\adison, do 
B Peyton, 16 April 
R Gilder, 26 June 

First Lieutenants, 

1811 
18121\1aj brevet 19 July 

do do do 31 Oct 
do 
do 

1813 
do 

F S Belton, 20 Jan 1813 Maj staff 18 Oct 

John Beckett, 13 Mar do 
W F Pendleton, 30 ;\Iay do 
W Nelson, 7 June do 
Oth W Canis, 26 do do 
J IVl'Gavock, jr 24 do 1814 
J H Gale, 29 do do 
J il] Glassell, 12 July do 
W~j errick, 30 Sept do 
E B Randolph, 31 Dec do 1st Lt brevet 25 July 

Second Lieutenants. 
H K Mullen, 13}~ay 1813 
F H Lissenhotf, 1 Aug do 
C Comegys, jr Nov do 
John Strother, 20 do do 
F L Dale, 31 Jan 1814 
P "V 8ger, 17 iII arch do 
.J Shommo, 24 do do 
C. Wright, 19 April dt. 
J P Dieterich, 14 June do 11st Lt bre\'ct 5 Feb 1814 
Pat O'Fling 11 Feb 1813 do do 17 Sept do 

Surgeon. 
M C Buck, :2 July 1814 

Surgeon's Mates. 
W J Cocke, 15 April do 
James Bates, 27 do do I 

FIFTH INFANTRY. 
Colonel • 

.J Miller, 9 March 1814 Brig Geu brvt ~5 July12J4 
Lieutenant Colonel. . 

.J L Smith, 1-2 1\1 arch do 
Major. 

T M'Neal, jr J5 Aug do. Col brevet do do 
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Captains. 
J H Vose, 6 July 1812 Maj brevet 4 Aug 1814 
S Burbank, 13 March 1813 do do z5 July do 
Geo Bender, do May do 
1\1 Marston, 26 June do do do 15 Aug d.) 
W L Foster ,15 Oct do 
Peter Pelham, 5::S Feb 1814 
J Fowl, jr 10 June, do 
E Childs, ~o July do 
David Perry, 1 Sept do 
James Pratt, 30 do do 

First Lieutenants. 
H Whiting, 20 Aug 1S11 
E Ripley, 30 April 1813 
I Plympton, 31 July do 
D Chandler, 15 Oct do 
J Cilly, 7 March 1814 Capt brevet 25 July do 
.J Ingersoll, I June dQ 
Otis Fi~her, "20 July do 
.J Gleason, 25 do . do 
.J W Holding, 31 do do 
B F Larned, 4 Aug do 

Second Lieutenants. 
N Clark, 19 May 1813 
SKeeler,3lJan 1814 
S Robinson, Illay do 
.J Craig, 23 June, do 
G H Balding, 25 July do 
.J K Jacobs, 1 Sept do 
G W Jacobs, do do 
A B Drake, 13 do do 
P R Green, 1 Oct do 
C Blake, 31 do do 

Surgeon. 
S Day, 13 March 

Surgeon'sllfates. 
1813 

E L Allen, 21 July do 
J P Russell, 25 May 1814 

do 
do 
do 

do 15 do do 
do 15 Aug do 
do 25 do do 

SIXTH INFANTRY. 
Colonel. j 

H Atkinson, 15 April 1814 Col staff 25 Apl'il1813 
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Lieutenant ColO1lcl. 
J Snelling, 21 Feb 1814 Col staff, 12 April 1814 

Major. 
J E Wood, 13 April 181:~ Lt Col brvt, 11 Sept do 

Captains. 
T Stockton, 10 Sept lS12 Maj brvt, 15 April do 
W S Foster, 13 Mar lS13Maj brvt 15 July do 
J B Murdoch, 15 April do do do 25 do 
John Bliss, 13 do do Capt staff 28 April lSI:'. 
B Watson, 15 Angust do l\1aj brvt 25 July 1814 
D Ketchum, 30 Sept do do do do do 
E White, 14 March IS14 
T S Seymour, 25 July do 
D Crawford, 17 Sept do 
N S Clarke, 1 Oct do Icapt brvt do do 

First Lieutenants. 
Wm Hale, 15 Aug 1813 
E Shayler, do do do 
G l\l'Chain, 30 Sept do 
F A Sawyer, 12 Dec do 
J P Livingston 19 do do do do do d() 
S Tappan, 14 June 1814 
A Wetmore, 9 July do 
Hen De Witt, 25 do do 
T Staniford, 2 Sept do 
D Wilcox, 2 Oct do 

Saond Lieutenants. 
T Patchin, 4 March do 
S Holcomb, 1 May do 
T Tupper, 2 do do 
C B Campbell, do do 
H Bedel, 15 June do 
P Audre,,"s, 2 July do 'I 

H 'Webster, 25 do do \ 
Benj Fitch, do do do I 
Jacob Brown, 1 Sept do; 
Ezra Dean, 1 Oct do i 

Sw~gto:~. 
T G Mower, :30 June do 

Sliraeou's .;rates. 
C Loring; 20 May 181;) 
IV Sterne, 11 March lS14! 
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SEVENTH INFANTRY. 
Colonel. 

J M'Donald, 17 Sept 1814 
Lieutenant Colonel. 

W R Boote, 13 Dec 1813 Col staff Aug 1813 
Major. 

DAppling, 15 April 1814 Lt Col brvt 30 May 1814 
Captains. and Col bvt 11 Sept do 

J Machesney, 10 June 1809
1

Maj brvt 21 Mar do 
R Whartonby 3 N[ay ISlO'l\1aj brvt 1 .May do 
Z Taylor, 30 Nov do Maj brvt 5 Sept 1812 
tv Cllisholm 6 July 1812 
E B Duvall, 4 Aug 1813 
R H Bell, 15 do do 
Geo Vashon, 29 Nov do 
J Robertson, 21 Feb 1814 
E Montgomery, 1 May do 
J S Allison, 25 June do 

First Lieutenants. 
G Birch, 1 Nov 1811 
J H Mallory, 5 May 1813 
W m Bee, jr 14 Aug do 
1V m Irvine, do do 
J J Clinch, 15 do do 
Johu Hays 9 April 1814 
S W Prestmau, 1 May do 
T Blackstone, 15 do do 
A Ross, 9 June do 
J P. Taylor, 1 Aug do 

Second Lieutenants. 
G R Bridges, 24 Mar 1813 
G S Gray, 2 May do 
J W Alliston, 30 June do 
H L Oneale 11 July do 
R H Goodwyn, 24 do do 
George Brent, 1 Aug do 
F E Hedges, 13 do do 
J Leftwich do do 
R W Scott, 1 Oct do 
Lewis Lawshe, do do 

26'" 
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Surgeon. 
T Lawson, 21 May 1813 

Surgeon's Mates 
R C Wahnsey I July IS13 
Ashel Halt.I9 Sept do 

EIGHTH INFANTRY, 
Colonel. 

R C Nichols J Sept IS14 
Lieutenant Colonel. 

W A Trimble, 30 Nov do Lt Col brvt 17 Sept 
~lIfajor. 

W Lawrence, 19 April do do do do 15 do 
Captains. 

JDoran,9Nov 1Slll\1ajhrvt2SJune 
DBarker, 12 March IS 2 do 110 15 April 
W Youngs 6 July do do do 11 Sept 
C Larrabee, 15 Sept do Ido staif 9 t, OY 

W Davenport, 28 do 
W Foulk, 20 June IS13 
M 1\1 Quackenbos 7 Jan dol 

L Austin, 21 April, do Maj brvt 5 July 
G H Grosvenor, do do 
John Greene, 25 Sept, do 

First Lieutenants. 
D Riddle, 13 March ]813 Maj brvt 17 Sept 
A Goodwyn,jr 13 May do 
J Gulberton, 1 Oct do 
Ch B Hopkins, 5 Sep 1814 
Charles Fisler, 11 Noy J" 
D Frazer, 31 Dec do 
Th Wright, 17 March d(, 
Wm Ligon, 30 do do 
John R Guy, 3 May d., 
Sam'l Brady, I Oct dn .opt brewt, 4 July 

Second Lieutenants. 
J B Stewart, 30 AprilI8L 
H"l:ry Brown, 30 Sept do 
Luther Hand, do do 
Thomas Hunt, 9 Mar 1814 
Hector Burns, 1 April do 1st Lt brevet do 

1:314 

do 

do 
do 
do 
do 

do 

do 

IS14 

do 
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Fioreat Meline, 30 May do 
Nath Young, 2 June do 
t;. R Horter, 15 do do 
John Brady, 25 Sept do 1st Lt brewt 5 Feb 181" 
l\'I Thomas, 17 Dec do 

Surgeon. 
p Woodbury, 30 Mar do 

Surgeon's .iJlIates. 
IV Beaumont, 2 Dec 1812 
Clajon Reily, 22 Mar 1813 

RIFLE REGIMENT. 
Colonel. 

Th A Smith, 6 July, 1812 Brig Gen brcv 24 Jan 18H 
Lieutenant Colonel. 

W S Hamilton, 21 Fb 1814-
Major. 

Talbot Chambers,21 Fb do Lt Col brevet, 17 Sept do 
Captains. 

Wiiloughby Morgan, 6 JUIYIMajOr brevet, 26 June 1813 
1812 

Joseph Selden, do do IlVIajor brevet, 21 Feb 1814 
Lt Col brev I May 1815 

Wm Bradi'onl., do do Maj brevet, 20 Aug 1814 
Jos Keane, 17 March 1814 
Denj Birdsall, do do 
Jno O'Fallan, do do M~j brevt, 15 do do 
H V Swearingen,11My do 
Edmund Shipp, 26 do do I 
W L Dufphe, 12 Aug do 
C A Trimble, 20 do do 

First Lieutenants. 
Louis Laval, 28 July 1812 
.J Calhoun, jr 24 Jan 1814 
J H Ballard, 17 Mar do 
E I Langham, do do 
Lowellen Hickman, do do 
Stoughton Gantt, do do 
J M'Gunnegle, 28 Apr do 
David B Stith, 1 Sept do 
Sam'l V Hamilton, 17 do 
Juo Heddelson, 30 do do 



308 HISTORY OF THE LATE WAR. 

Second Lieutena1tts. 
W' Armstrong, 24 J an do 
W J Gordon, 17 March do 
Til Griffith, do do 
John Hollingsworth, 26 do 
Bennet Riley, 15 Apr do 
W N Bryan, 25 do do 
W Markle, 29 do do 
James S Gray, 11 May do 
Chag L Harrison, 26 do 
o W Crockett, 30 Sept do 

Surgeon. 
Lewis L Near, 17 Mar do 

Surgeon's ],[ates. 
Sam'! P Hugo,l:! Mar 1812 
W H Henning, 20 Ap 1814 

By order of the Secretary of 'Var, 
DANIEL PARKER, 

Adjutant and Inspector General. 
Alljt and Insp Gen's Office, ~ 

May 17,1815. } 



TREATY OF PEACE AND Al\IITY 
DETWEEN HIS BRITANICK MAJESTY AND THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA. 

I-Irs Britanick Majesty and the United States of 
America, desirous of terminating the war which has un­
happily subsisted between the two countries, and of re­
storing upon principles of perfect reciprocity, peace, 
frieudship and good understanding between them, have, 
for that purpose, appointed their respective plenipoten­
tiaries, that is to say: His Britaniek Majesty, on his part, 
has appointed the right honourable James Lord Garnbier, 
late admiral of the white, now admiral of the red ,',.:uad­
ron of bis majesty's fieet, Henry Goulburn, Esq. a 
member of the Imperial Parliament, and Dnder Secre­
tary of State, and William Adams, Esq. Doctor of Civil 
Laws: And the President of the United Slates, bv and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate thereof, ha<; 
appointed John Quincy Adams, James 'L Bayard, Henry 
Clay, Jonathan Russel, and Albert Gallatin, citizens of 
the United States, who, after a reciprocal communica­
tion of their respective full powers, have agreed upon 
the following articles: 

ARTICLE THE FIRST. 
There shall be a firm and universal Peace between 

his Britanick Majesty and the United States, and be­
tween their respective COUll tries, territories, cities, towns 
and people, of every degree, without exception of 
places or persons. All hostilities, both by sea and bnd, 
shall cease as soon as this Treaty shan haye been ratified 
by both parties, as hereinafter mentioned. AIL territory, 
places and possessions whatsoever, taken from either 
party by the other, during the war, or which n:~y be 
taken afteI the si~ning of this treaty, excepting only 
the islands hereinafter mentioned, shall be restored 
without delay, and without causing any destruction, 0 ' 
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carrying away any of the artillery or other publick 
property originally captured in the said forts or places, 
and which shall remain therein upon the exchange of 
the ratifications of tbis treaty, or any slaves or other 
private property. And all archieves, records, deeds 
and papers, either of a publicI. nature, or belonging to 
private persons, which, in the course of the war, mar 
have fallen into the hands of the officers of either party, 
shall be, as far as may be practicable, forthwith restored 
to the proper authorities and persons to whom they re­
spectively belong. Such of the Islands in the bay of 
Passamaquoddy as are claimed by both parties, shall 
remain in possession of the party in whose occupation 
they may be at the time of the exchange of the ratifica­
tions of this treaty, until the decision respecting the title 
to the said islands shall have been made in conformity 
with tbe fourth article of this treaty. No dispo&ition 
mad,~ by this treaty, as to >ueh posgession of the islands 
and territories chimed by both parties, shall in any man­
ner whatever, be construed to afred the right of 
either. 

ARTICLE THE secoND. 
Immediately after the ratifications of this treaty by 

both parties, as hereinafter mentiolled, orders shall be 
sellt to the armies, ~qlladron~, officers, subjects and citi­
zens, of the two powers to cease from all hostilities. 
And t;} prevent all causes of complaint which might 
ari~e on account of the prizes which may be taken at 
se'! after the saId ratifications of this treaty, it is recip­
rocaily agreed, that all vessels and etfect~ ,vhich may be 
tal,en after the space of twelve days from the said ratifi­
cati'l"s, upon all parts of the coast of Xorth America, 
fr0?1 the latitude .of tweuty·two degrees north, to the 
latItude of fifty degree's north, and as far eastward in the 
~tlanti?k ocean, as the thirty·sixth dpgree of west Ion, 
gltu::le from the meridian of Greenwich shall be restored 
Oil ench side: That the time shall be ~hirty days in all 
oth"',r p~rts of the Atlantick ocean, north of the equi. 
noctlal. hne or equato~, and the same time for the British 
:-tnd Insh channels, for the Gulf of ,Mexico and all part' 
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of the 'Vest Indies: Forty days for the North Seas, for 
the Baltick and for all parts of the 31editerranean: Six­
ty days for the Atlantick ocean south of the equator as 
far as the latitude of the Cape of Good Hope: Nlllety 
days for every part of the world south of the equator: 
Alid one hundred and twenty days for all other parts of 
the world, without exception. 

ARTICLE THE THIIlD. 
All prisoners of war taken on either side, as ,,,,-ell by 

Jand as sea, shall be restored as soon as practicable after 
the ratifications of this treaty, as hereillafter melltioned, 
on their paying the debts which they may (W'.'t' contract­
ed dmi.ng their captivity, The two contrdctiug parties 
respectively engage to di,charge, in specie, the advan­
ces which may have been made by the other for the sus~ 
tenance and maintenance of such prisoners. 

ARTICLE THE FOVP..TH. 

'Vhereas it was stipulated in the second article of the 
trealy of peace, of one thousecnd sel eu htilldred and 
eighty-three, between his Britanick majesty' and the 
Uuited States of America, that the boundary of the 
Uuited States should co;npr~henJ all islands wit'lin 
tly"uty leaglles of any part of the shores of the United 
Stelle, and lying between lines to be drawn due east from 
the points where the afore~aid bouudaries, bet,,'cell 
Nova Scotia on the one point, and E"st Florida on the 
other, shall respectively touch the Bay of Fundy, amI 
the Atlantick ocean, excepting such isl:mds as now are, 
or heretofore haye been, within the limits of Nova Sco­
tia; and whereas the several islands in 1he Bay of Pas­
samaquoddy, which is part of the Bay of Fundy, 'lnd 
the island of Grand Menan in the ~aid Bay of Fundy, 
are claimed by the United States as being within lheir 
afore~aid bouu-daries, which said islecnds afe claimed as 
belonging to his Britanick majesty, as having been at the 
time of, and previous to, the aforesaid treaty of one th'Jl\­
sand seven hundred and eighty-three, within the limits 
of the province of Nova Sco~ia. .I~ order, therefore, 
finall y to decide upon these claImS, It IS agreed that they 
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~hall be referred to two Commissioners to be appointeu 
in the following manner, viz: one commissioner shall 
be appointed by his Britanick majesty, and one by the 
President of the United States, by and with the advice 
and consent of the senate thereof, and the said two 
commissioners so appointed shall be sworn impartially 
to examine alld decide upon the said claims according 
to such evidence as shall be laid before them on the part 
of his Britanick majesty and of the United States respect­
ively. The said commissioners shall meet at St. An­
Jre,"vs, in tbe provillce of N ew·Brunswick, and shall 
have power to adjourn to such other place or places as 
they ,hall think tit. The said commissioners shall, by a 
ucclaration or report under their hands and seals, decide 
to which of the two contracting powers the several 
islands aforesaid do respectively belong, in conformity 
with the true intent of the said treaty of peace of one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-three. And if the 
said commissioners shall agree in their decisions, both 
parties shall consider such decision as final and conclu­
sive. It is farther agreed, that in the eyent of the two 
commi3sioners dilIeriDg upon all or any of the ILatters 

. so referred to them, or in the event of both or either of 
the said commissioners refusing, or declining, or wilfully 
omitting to act as such, they shall make jointly or sepa­
rately, a report or reports as well to the government of 
his Britanick majesty as to that of the United States, 
stating in detail the points on which they difler, and the 
grounds on which their respecti\-e opinions have been 
formed, or the grounds upon which tbey or either of 
them, have so refused, declined, or omitted to act. And 
his Britanick majesty, and the government of the Uni­
ted St~tes hereby agree to refer the report or reports of 
the saHl commi':sionel's, to some friendly wvereign or 
~tate, to be then named for that purpose, and who shall 
be req~ested to decide on the differences which may be 
stated III the said report or reports or upon the report of on c .. , 

e OIDlllIssIOner, together with the grounds upon wLich 
the otbe . . . r commiSSIOner shall haye refused, declined, or 
oIDltted to act, as the case may be. And if the C.:lID­
."'ISSloner so refusing, declining or omitting to act, shaP 
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ulso \\ ilfulh' omit to state the grounds upon which he 
lms so done~ in such manner that the said statement may 
1>e referred to such friendly sovereign or state, together 
wilh the report of such other commissioner, then. such 
,overeign or state shall decide ex petrie upon the saId re­
port alolle. Aud his Britanick majesty all~ the govern­
lI1ent of the U aited States engage to consIder the de­
";sion of some faiendly sovereign or st<tte to be final and 
'~ollcl usi VI' on all the matters so referred. 

AHTICLEl'HE FIFTH. 

·Whereas neither that point of the high lands lying 
due lI()rth from the ri\'er St. Croix, and designated in 
the former tre,lty of peace betweel) the two powers as 
the north-west angle of Nova Scotia, now the north­
we,krmost head of Connecticut river, has yet been as­
"ntained ; and whereas that part of the boundary line 
between the dominion of the two powers which extends 
from the source of the river St. Croix directly north to 
the abol'(~ment;oned notlI-west angle of No\'a Scotia, 
thence along the sJ.id high lands which divide those rivers 
that empty themselves into the river St. Lawrence from 
tho:;e which Lll into the Atlantick ocean to the north­
westermost head of Connecticut river, thence down 
;do!!!!, the midJle of that river to the forty-fifth degree 
If north latitnde; thence by a line due west Oll said 
latitude> until it strikes the riner Iroquois or Cataraguy, 
has not belon surveyed; it is agreed, that for these se,'· 
eral purpo~;es, two commissioners shall be appointed, 
sworn ~.lId 3.uthorized, to >lct exactly in the manner di­
rect"d with respect to those mentioned in the next pre­
ceding article, unless otherwise specified in the present 
articl.~. The said commissioners shall meet at St. An­
drews, in the province of New-Brunswick, and shall 
have power to adjourn to such other place or places as 
they shall tllink fit. The said commissioners shall have 
power to ascertain and determine the points abovemen­
tioned, ill conformity with the provision of the said 
treaty of peace of one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty-three, and shall cause the boundary aforesaid,fro~ 
the source of the river St. Croix to the river IroquoIs 

27 
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or Cataraguy, to be surveyed and marked accordilig to 
the said provisions. The said commissioners shall make 
a map of the said boundary, and ~nnex to it a declara­
tion under their hands and seals, certifying it to be a true 
map of the said boundary, and particularizing the lati­
tude and longitude of the Ilorth-west angle of Nova 
Scotia, of the north-westermost head of Connecticut 
river, and of such other points of the said boundary as 
'they may deem proper. And both parties agree to con­
,ider such map and declaration as fillally ana conclu­
sively fixing the said bOUlfdary. And in the evcnt of 
the said two commissioners ditTerin::;, or both, or either 
of them, refusing or declining, or wilfully omitting to 
act, such reports, declarations, or st"tements, and such 
reference to a friendly sO"creign or state, shall be made, 
in all respects as in the latter part of the fourth article 
is contained, and in as full a manner as if the same was 
hcrein repeated. 

ARTICLE TIlE SIXTH. 

·Whereas by the former treaty of peace that portion of 
the boundary of the United States from the poillt \yhere 
the forty-fifth degree of north latitude strikes the river 
Iroquois or Cataraguy, to the lake Superiour, ,,"as de­
clared to be " along the middle of said river i!Jto lake 
Ontario, through the middle of said lake until it strikes 
the communication by '.Yater betwcen that LL" anJ lake 
Erie, thence along the middle of said C0l111:1uu;cation 
into lake Erie, through the middle of said Lekt: until it 
arriYes at the water communication into lake Huron, 
thence through the middle of said luLe to the w~,:c,r 
communication between that lake and lake Sl'l'(:;Iiour." 
And wbereas doubts huye ari~en what v:as the middle 
of said ri,'er, lakes and watcr communications, and 
whether certain islands lyill;1; in the same were wi d;in 
:he dominions of his Brit<.iilid; m~'jcs~y or of the Uuited 
States. In oder, therefore, rrnally to de,,>~e these 
doubts, tiley shall be referred to two (0mi:Li·i,:,me~,., to 
bo appoin~ed, s\,-orn and authorized to act exae(!y in the 
manner dE~.cted '\~ith respect to those 1ll:"I,tioi,,"7j in the 
!J·~·:t Fn.:ce'J~Dg arhl:le) 11Id~ ..... ' otl:J:l \\ :.~C sf'~('i[,'. j i:.! ~~.js 
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present article. The said commissioners shall meet, in 
the first instance, at Albany, in the state of New-York, 
and shall have power to adjourn to such other place or 
places as they shall think lit. The said commissIOners 
ohall, by a report or declaration, under their hands and 
seals, designate the boundary through the said rivers, 
lakes and water communications, and decide to which of 
the two contracting parties the several islands lying 
within the "lid river, bkl" and water communications, 
do respectin:ly belon;;, in conformity with the true in­
tent of the said treaty of one thonsanu seven hundred 
"nd eighty-three. And both parties agree to consider 
',[ch desiguation and decision as final and conclusive. 
And in the el'ent of the "aiel two commissioners differ­
ing, or both, or either of them, refusing, declining Ol 

wilfully 0["1(111,;:"; to act, such reports, declarations or 
statements, shall be made by them, or either of them, 
and such TeL'rence to a frielJdly sovereign or state shaH 
be 'l1ade ill all respects as ill the latter part of the fuullh 
article is ('n:l'JineJ, and in as full a manner as if th,-, 
same W,IS h':l'"iu repeated. 

ARTICLE THR i'RV'~NTII. 

It is farther agrecel that the said two last mentioned 
commissioners, after tbey shall have executed the duties 
assigned them in the pl:l'('cding article, sh ,.) I be, and 
they are hereby authorized, upon their oatbo imparti~llr 
to fix and determine, according to the true iutent of the 
said treaty or peace, of one t~o12sand seven hundred and 
';;:-,hty-tlllT,', that part of t~le boundary between tlw 
Ilominions oj the two powers, which extends from thle 
water c;)mmuuication between lake Huron and lake 
:)',pcriour, to the most north-western point of the lake 
of tIle "Vooc\s, to decide to which of the two parties the 
several islands lying in the lakes, water communications 
,'_!ld rivers, forming the said boundary, do respectively 
belong, in conformity with the true intent of the said 
treaty of peace, of one thousand 'S"'-Ul hundred and 
eighty three; and to cause such part3 of the said boun­
,lary, as require it, to be surveyed [Lid marked. The 
",if] comn:issioners shall, by a report or declaration under 
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their hands and seals, designate the boundary aforcsai!l, 
s'tate their decision on the points thus referred to titem, 
and particularize the latitude and longitude of (i;" lliost 
nOlth-westermost point of the lake of the Wood:;, ,wei of 
such other part of the said boundary as they may d"em 
proper. And both parties agree to consider such desig­
nation and Decision as final ana conclusive. Awl, in 
the event of the said two commissiolJers differing, or 
both, or either of them refusing, or declining, or wil­
fully omitting to act, such reports, declarat;ons, 01 b(".k­

meuts, shall be made by them, or either of them, "nd 
such reference to a friendly sovereign or state, shall bl~ 
made in all reSpl'ctE, as in the latter part of the fourth 
article is contained, and in as full a manner as if the 
same was herein repeated. 

ARTICLe THE EIGHTH. 

The several boards of two commissioners mentioneo 
III the four preceding articles, shall J espectin'l} have 
power to appoint a secretary, and to employ such sur­
vevors or other persons as they shall judge neee",,,,r)'. 
D~plicates of all-their respective H.·porls, ueci<tlat;;;~:;r 
statements and decisions, and of tl.eir accounts, awl of 
the journal of their proceedings shall be delivered by 
them to the agents of his Eritanick majesty, and to the 
agents of tile United States, who may be respecti',ely 
appointed and authorized to manage the busines~ on be­
half of their respective governments. The said com­
missioners shall be paid in sileh manner as shall be 
agreed between the two contracting parties, such agree­
ment being to be settled at the time of tbe exchangt' of 
the ratifications of this treaty. Ana all other expeTlse~ 
attending the said commissioners shall be defraye<l 
equally by the two parties. And in the case of death, 
sickness, resignatiolJ or necessary absence, the place of 
:-very such eommi,sloner respectively shall be supplied 
In ~he same malllW as such commissioner was first ap­
pOlllted, and th': ne.v commissioner shall take the samf' 
oath or affirmation, and do t!le same duties. It is far­
~her agreed betw,:en the two contracting parties, that 
In case any of the Islands mentioned in anr of the pr l '-
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. "cling articles, which were in possession of one of the 
parties prior to the commencement of the prc~ent war 
betwetn the two countries, should, by the decitiion of 
any of the boards of commissionera aforesaid, or of the 
sovercicrn or state so referred to, as in the four next pre­
ceding "'articles contained, fall within the dO<llinions of 
the other party, all grants of la!1d m:,de previous. to the 
commencement of the pref,ent war by the party 11i1Vmg 

had such possession, shall be valid as if S':Cll island or isl­
ands, had by such deci5ion or decisions, i:.:.:en adjudged 
to be within the dominiolls of the party havh.!g such pos­
session. 

ARTICLE THE NINTH. 

The United States of America engage to put an end 
imrnedi:1tely after the ratification of the present treaty 
to hostilities with all the tribes or nations of Indians, 
with whom they may be at war at the time of such 
filtitication; and forthwith to restore to such tribes or 
nations, respectively, dl the p03sessions, rights and 
privileges, wh:ch they m~y llano enjoyed or been enti·· 
tied to in one thousand eight hundred and eleven, pre­
vious to such hostilities: Prot,ided always, that such 
tribes or nations shall agree to desist from all hosdlities, 
against th" United States of America, thei. citizens «nd 
subjects, upon the ratifiCation of the present treaty bci:lg 
notified to such tribes or nations, and shaH so dC8iEt ac­
cordingly. And his Blitanick majeoty engages, on his 
part, to put an end immediately after the l'<ltitication of 
the present (res.!y, to hostilities with all the tribe, or na­
tions of Indians with whom he may be at war at the 
time of such ratification, and forthwith to restore to s~:ch 
tribes or nations respectiyely, all the possessions, risuts 
and privileges, which they may have enjoyed or been 
entitled to, in one thousand eight hundred and .:Ieven, 
previous to such hostilities: Prot'ided alVJa!Js, that 
such tribes or nations shall agree to desist flOll~ all hos­
tilities agaillst his Britauick majesty, aud his ;;u bjects, 
upon the ratilicatioll Alf the present treaty being noiified 
1." such. tribes cr na.tions, and shall so- desist accordiDgly. 

27* 
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ARTICLE THE TENTH. 

\Vhereas, the traffick in slal'es is irreconcilable l\ith 
the principles of humanity and justice, and whereas both 
his l\1 ajesty and the United States are desirous of con· 
tinuing their efforts to promote it" entire abolition, it is 
hereby agreed that both the contracting parties shall w;" 
their be~t endeavours to accomplish so desirable an ob­
ject. 

ARTICU; TilE ELEVENTH. 

'l'llis tre.tty, when the same shall have been ratifie,j 
on both ~ides, without alteration by either of the con­
tracting" parties, and the ratificCltion3 mutually exdl<ln~;­
ed, shall be binding on hoth parties, aud the ratification, 
sha!l be exchanged at W' ashington, in the space of fOUl 
months from this day, or sooner if practicable. 

(L. S.) 
IL. S.) 
,L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S ) 
(L. S.) 
(L. S.) 
, L. S.) 

In f~ith whereof, we the respectil-e Plenipoten­
tiaries have signed this Treaty, and have there­
unto atlixed our seals. 

Done, in triplicate, at Ghent, the twenty-fourlh 
day of December, one thousand eight hundre,! 
and fourteen. 

GA',IEIER, 
HENRY GOULBUR~, 
WILLE I ADA \1 S, 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
JAMES A. BAYRD, 
HENRY CLAY, 
JO~L\THA.N RUSSEL, 
ALBERT G.\LLc\ TiN. 

Now, therefore, to the end, that the said Treaty or 
Peace and Amity may be observed with good faith, on 
the part of the United States, I, James llIadisO!l, Presi .. 
dent .as aforesaid, have caused tllC premIses to be wade 
pubh~k; and ?o herebJ: e~join all persons bearing offi­
ces, Cl\:I~ or mIlitary, wlthlD the United States. and all 
other CItIzens or inhabitants thereof or being within the 
same, faithfully to observe and fulfil the said Treaty and 
eyr'ry clause and article thereof. 
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In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of th. 
(Seal.) of the United States to be afrll:ed to these pres 

ents, and signed the same with my hand. 
Done at the City of Washington, this eighteenth 

day of February, in the year of our Lord om' 
thousand eight hundred and fifteen, and of the 
sovereignty and independence of the United 
States the thirty-ninth. 

. JAMES ;\L\DISON 
By the President, 

JAiVlES 1\lONHOE, 
Acting ."'ecrebry of Sbte. 

A TREATY OF PEACE AND E.'UENDSHIP 

WAS ~LSO FORMED BE:TIVEEN THf:: U,IT:;n STATES A'; lJ 

THE Tr.IBES OF H;D!ANS CALLED THE WI'ANDOTS, DEL­

AW.\ltCS, SENECAS, AND ]I!lAMIES. 

The following arc the articles of the Treaty whidl 
was entered into by both parties: 

AhTICLE THE FIP.ST. 

. The United States and the \\. yandot:3, Delawares, 
Shawanrese, and ~eneea', gin~ peace to the i\liamie 
nation of Indians, formerly del'iglJated as tbe '.\1 iamie 
Eel River and Weea triLe,; theyextc':Jd this indul­
gence also to the hands of th·" Plltawatillli('s, \\ I,ich ad­
lle!'e to the Grand ~ achem Tobinipee, and to the Chief 
Onoxa, the Ottowas of Blallcllarcl's Creek, who ltJ.\'(' 

attached themseh'es to the ~. hawancese tribe, and to such 
of the said tribe as adhere to t;w Chief called \. ing, in 
the neighbourhood of Detroit, UIlJ to t:le Kiekapoos, un­
der the direction of the Chiefs who sign this Treaty. 

ARTICLE THI;: SI,:('o:;n, 

The Tribes and Bands abovementioned, engage to 
give their aid to the United ~tates in prosecuting the 
war against Great Britain, and such of the Indian tribes 
as still continue hostile; and to make no peace with 
either without the consent of the United .~;tatc5. The 
~'~;<;taD.(·e herein stipulated for, is to ~onsist of such a , 
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number of their warriours from each tribe, as the Pres­
ident of the U niled States, or any officer having his all­
tllOrity therefor, may require. 

ARTICLE THE THIRD. 

TIle Wyandot tribe, and the Senecas of the Sandusky 
and Stoney Crcek, the Delaware and Shawanrese tribes, 
who have preserved their fidelity to the United ;:;tates 
throughout the ,,'ar, again acknowledge them~elves 
under the protection of the said States, and of no other 
power wbateyer; and agree to aid the United States, 
ill the lllaIlner stipulated for ill the former article, and 
to make no peaee blltwith the consent of the said States. 

ARTICLE THE FOURTH. 

In the event of a filithful performance of the cOlldi· 
lions of this Treaty, the Ullited States will confirm and 
"stablish all the boundaries between their lunds and 
those of the IVyandots, Delawares, Shaw&.mese, and. 
Miamies, as they exi'U'd previously to the commence­
ment (·f the war. 



ALGERINE WAR. 

"rFE Dey of Algiers took advantage of the war Lc 
t"" ,England and the United State:;, &.8 a convenient 
"i o! ,unity to llttack the tra.de, uud to C~'rlt:n· the ' .. ti­
Z(:" of the latter power. On the 23d of Feoru, ry" 
18 i 5, t!le foliowiDg confiuenhai rUess,'ge from the h,:s­
ident of the United Staks, was ddivered to both Hou,e' 
of Congress:-
'fO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESE~TATIVES 

OF THE UNIT~.D STATes. 

Congress will han' seen, by the comilluilication from 
the Consul General of the U.1ited States at Algiers, laid 
hefore them on ~he 17th November, 1812, the lw,;iile 
proceedings of the De) ,'gaimt that functionary, '[;,('S\, 
have beeu followed by acts of more overt and duect 
warfare against the c"izens of the United States trading 
~, .. ~~e ~~"C~:;~;:'rfct~e~',~;) ~:I)!lle of 'VhOiQ 3.;~ .;till GeiaiueJ 
in captivity, notwithstanding the attempts which have 
heen made to ramom them, and are treated with the rig, 
ou r usual on the coast of Barbary. 

T:le cOilsideratiolls which I'end"red it unnecessary and 
unilllportant to commence hostile operations on the part 
of the United StDtcs, being now ter.oninated by peace 
with Great Britain, which opens thefprospect of an ac­
tive and \'aluable trade of their citizens \vithill the 
range of the Aigerille fll;i,;,'rs, [ recommend to Con­
grts, the expediency of an act declaring the ('xistencl' 
of :l state of war between the United States auu the 
Dey of Algiers; and of such provisions as may be reo 
9uisite for a vigourous prosecution of it to a 'LI,~(:tssfu i 
Issue. 

J.\.MES MADISOX. 
Washington, Feb. 23, 1815. 

A law of Congress was, after the usual forms, passed, 
,'mpowering the Prl~sidt'nt tl) take measures for the pr(', 
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tection of the commerce and seamen of the United 
States j aud also to employ the publick armed vessels, 
and to commission private armed vessels, to act offen­
sively against the vessels, goods, effects, and subjects 
of the Dey of Algiers. 

This measure was not adopted until after the most 
~3.tisfactory assurances of the hostility of the Dey, and 
that he had actually put an end, by his unprovoked 
aggressions, to the treaty subsisting between him and 
the United States. In July, 1812, the Dey extorted 
from the American consul general, a large sum of 
mouey, in lieu of a quantity of military stores) 
which he refused to accept, falsely alledging that they 
were not equal in quality or quantity to those stipulated 
by the existing treaty; and then compelled the consul 
and citizens of th2 Uaited States to quit his dominions. 
On the 25th August following, the American brig Edwin, 
of Salem, \>:1" taken by an Algerine corsair, and carried 
into Algiers, as a prize. Mr. Pollard, of Norfolk, being 
found on board a Spanish vessel, was also detained as a 
eitizen of the United States. Captain Smith, the mas­
ter of the Edwin, and l\'[r. Pollard, were not coufilJcd to 
hard labour; but tbe rest of the captains, with the ex­
ception of two of them, ,,,hose rel€ase has been effected 
under circumstances not indicating any change of hostile 
temper on tbe part of the Dey, were subjected to tll,> 
well known horrours of Algerine slavery. An effort of 
the United StatE'" government, to effect the release of 
these citizens, b} treaty, and the payment of a Iar~~'; 
sum of money, had failed. 

There never wa" a war commenced with a greater 
"hare of general approbation; and it remained a W011-

,;er, tklt one publicI;: journal (the Connecticut Mirror) 
~llOli~d condemn a measure which had for its object the 
relcasement from slavery of eleven American citizeu£, 
tJ.le. punishment of barbarians, justly detested by the 
clnhzed world j and the putting into glorious practice, 
the popular sentiment, " millions for defence hut not " 
cent for triOute." , 

A private letter from Lisbon dated 2d l\Iav, 1815, 
~b\ted, on the authority of ad"ic~s from Cadiz;that til,> 
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\ 1gerine admiral had put to sea, ,,,ith a fleet consistin-:; 
,!f four frigates, six con'ettes, two brigs, one zebeck, 
one schooner, one galley, forty gUll boats, and eleven 
bombards; ill all, 66 vessels, mounting 463 guns, and 
11aving on board 4,745 men; the supposed object was to 
cruise for American vessels. 

The force destined by the United States, to punish 
the enemy, was to consist of the Independence, 74; 
Guerriere, 44 j lHacedonian, 38 ; Congress and Constel­
lation, 36 j Erie, Ontario and Epen'ier, 18; Chippe­
way, 16 j Flambeau and Spark, 12; Spitfire and Torch, 
10 j and Lynx, (tender) one long 24; in all, 44 vessels, 
carrying 400 guns. Some immaterial alteration was 
afterwards made in this arrangement. 

On the 18th May, 1815, the United States'squadron, 
destined for the Mediterranean, sailed [rom New-York. 
It consisted of the frigates Guerriere, [Com. Decatur's 
flag ship] Captain Lewis; Macedonian, Captain Jones; 
Constellation, Captain Gordon j sloop of war Ontario, 
Captain Elliot; brigs Epervier, Captain Downs; Fire 
Fly, Rogers; Flambeau, Nicholson j Spalk, Gambit j 

schooners Spitfire, DalJas and Torch, Chauncey. 
This squadron was followed by that under command 

(If Commodore Bainbridge, consisting of the Indepen­
dence, 7-1 j sloop of war Erie, IS j brig Chippeway, 16; 
and schooner Lynx. 

The United States' bflgs Boxer, Santnanac and En­
terprise, sailed in August, for the lHedeterranean. The 
brig Fire-Fly had sailed some time previous for the 
same destination, but was compelled to retUJIl to repair 
damages sustained in a gale. The Ontario, and some of 
the light vessels arrived at Gibralter on the 13th June, 
and Commodore Decatur, with the rest of th" ~qnadroD, 
0[1 the 14th j and, on the evening of that day, all the 
-,-essd~ proceeded to their destination. 

The followillg letters will explain some of the pro­
~eedings in the Mediterranean. 

Copy of (t letter from the -'~i;l.crican Consul at Alicantc, to 
tJ,~ ,';"ecrctaryof State, dated, 

Alieante, JUlie 21, 1815. 
::'rr-I l~J,7e t!lc l v:n:c:,y to :donr. VOel" that, by a let-
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ter this moment received from my vice·consul, l'idwla, 
Briale, at Carthagena, I IearD that the first tlivisioll of 
our squadron, under CommodOlc Decatur, had appearul 
otf that port, and sent in an "\ 1gerine frigate of 44 ~Ull~ 
aud 500 men, captured off Cape tie Gatt, after a sharp 
cuga:,;ement, during which the commander of the AI;~\'­
rine was killed. Our loss con~isied of four men. Tl,,~ 
Commodore had sent in a schooner fOf refre5hmcnt, and 
.)ther necessaries, with which ~he immediatdy sailed LI' 
the fleet. The prize must pellarm ten days quaraIltiIle. 
I shall set off within two hours for tltat jJlace, in order 
to make farther provision tor the tleet, if necessary, anJ 
render every other service in my power; from tLence r 
shall have the honour of addll',sing you, and ad ,"i,,~; 
what farther may occur. 

With s.olltim~nts of the llighe~t respect, I alol, ~i:" 
your most obedient servant, 

ROBERT l\IONTGO.:\1Eny. 
To the honourable the Secretary of State. 

Cnp!} of a letter from the Amel ;('(m COliS1d at Cad;;:;, to 11,(' 
Secretary of Siate, dated 

COllsulate of the U niteu. State" 
C"diz,June 27, 1815. 

SIR-I have much pleasure in referring you to \;1 ' 

~ubjoined statement, for the iuteresting and impolhlllt 
infor.nation it contains, which I doubt not, in a gre!lt 
part, may be relied on. The informant adds, that about 
400 prisoners had been landed from the prize fn;.;ate, 
and that but few had been saved from t~le brib"' The 
willd being now from the S. ,,'. makes it prouaLJe tLat 
the particulars of this action flOm the Commodore, will 
not come to hand fur some days. 

\"'ith much respect, I have th.: honour to be, ~~C. 
RICH'D. S. HACKLEY. 

Hon. James lIIonroe, Secn:tary of State. 

A letter, of which"the fo!;o\Ving is a coPy, announced 
the arllval of the American s(j"Jadron at G',br::tlter, aftfr 
a passage of 2:) days. 
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Copy of a letter from Commodore Decatur to the Secretary 
of the Navy, dated 

United State8' ship Guerriere, 
Off Gibraltar, June 15, 1815. 

SIR-I have tbe honour to inform you of our arrival 
off tbis place on the 15th, after a passage of twenty-five 
(Ltys, hadng previously communicated with Cadiz ,md 
Tangiers. The Spitfire, Torch and Firefly, separated 
from the squadron during a gale of wind on the 26th 
ult. and the Ontario on the 31st. 

I am happy to find they have, with the exception of 
th" Firefly, all arrived; the latter vessel I feal' lllay 
have lost her spars, and have returned to the United 
States. From all the information I can coilect, I feel 
assured that the Algerines have returned into the Me­
diterranean. The vessels that had separated from us, 
are now joining, and 1 shall proceed in search of the 
,'nemy forthwi.th. 

I have the honour to be, very respectfully, &c. 
STEPHEN DECATUR. 

The Commodore lost no time in the prosecution of 
his object; ~carcely arri"ed in the . Mediterranean he 
comtllellccd to pay tribute to the barbarians, as wiIi be 
best explained by his letter to the Secretary of the Na­
',-y, of whi'_;l the followin~ is a copy: 

Extract of a letter from Oommodore Decatur, to the Sec­
relaryof the Navy, dri/cd 

Ullg~t g~~~~~::g!~~~ iu~:rr~;:ei 815. 
I ha\'e tile honour to inform you, that on the 17th 

inst. olf Cape de Gatt, tlw squadron fell in with and 
captured an ,Ugel'ine frigate of 46 guns, and betweelJ 4 
D.n(! ~ClO men, commanded by Rais Hammida, WI10 bore 
the title of Admiral; she struck her flag after a running 
fight of 25 minutes. 

Tie Admiral was killed at the commencement of the 
actinn. After the Guerriere (who from ber favourable 
position was enabled to bring the enemy to close action) 
bad fired two broadsides, the enemy, with the excep-

28 
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tion of a few musketeers, ran below. The GuerrierI: 
had four men wounded by musket shot, which is the 
only injury done by the enemy in this affair. 

"Ve have 406 prisoners, including the wounded. 
The prisoners state that about thirty were killed and 
thrown overboard. 

Their squadron is said to be cruising in our vicinity; 
five days ago they were off this place; unless I obtain 
some farther intelligence of them by to-morrow, I shall 
proceed to the port of Algiers, in the Lopes to intercept 
their retur::!. For the present, I have determined to 
send the prize into Carthagena. 

On the 20th June, the Commodore communicated ~\ 
second victory, in a letter, in the following words: 

Copy of a letter from Commodore Decatur, to the Secretary 
of the Navy, dated 

United States' ship Guerriere, 
OJ}' Cape Pulos, June 20, 1815. 

SIR-I have the honour to inform you, that on the 
(9th inst. off cape Palos, the squadron under Illy com­
mand captu~ed an Algerine brig of 22 guns, and 180 
men. After a chase of tbree hours, she ran into shoal 
water, where I did not think it advisable to follow with 
our large ships, but despatched the Epervier, Spark, 
Torch and Spitfire, to ",hom she surrenuereu after a 
short resistance. Twenty-three men were [ounu dead. 
on board. 'Ve received from her ej,~hty prisoner,;, the 
residue of the crew having left her in boats. Many of 
them must have been killed by the fire of our ve,;sds, 
and one of the boats was sunk. NOlle of o'"r ves~eh 
sustained any damage, nor was there a man killed 01' 

wounded. This brig is larger than the Er;crvier, \ya" 

built in )d6i~I3, fi\'e year; ":;0, by a S palJi\ construct· 
?r, the sa~e who built the [ligate capturd on the 17t:l 
mst. and IS perf~ctly sound. 

I ha\'e the honour to be, ,'ery respectfully, &c. 
STEPHE.:-l' DECATCn. 

Commodore Bainbrid~,:p arri',ed at Carthagena earl:-
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in August, with the second American squadron, whence 
he proceeded to Algiers, Tripoli and Tuni~, in order to 
make a display of his force, the respectable appearance 
of which could not fail to make a deep, useful, and it 
may be hoped, a lasting impreEsion. Having performed 
this service, the Commodore sailed to Malaga, and 
thence to Gibraltar, where he stopped some time, and 
reciprocated compliments with the British Commander­
in-Chief, thence the squadron sailed for the United 
Statf's, and arrived at Newport the 15th November. 

Commodore Bainbridge was joined while at Malaga 
by all Commodore Deeatur's squadron except hi" own 
ship. It was as gratifying to the American, as it was 
Ilfobably mortifyihg to !he Englishman, to see such a 
fleet in a British port, and that so soon after the termina­
tion of a war which was to have annihilated the" Lilli­
putionNavy." 

On the arrival of the fleet at Gibraltar, an understand­
ing was had between Commodore Bainbridge and the 
British commauder, that a salute of fifteen guns would 
be fir~d from the squadron, and a like number returned 
from the fort; which was accordingly done. This cir­
cumstance is material only as far as it goes to prove the 
distinguished respect shown to the Americall tlag; a 
respect for the proud fruit of determined valour and 
consummate prudence. 

The situation in which the American character was 
about to be placed, was truly eUl"ious. A few months 
after causing the greatest naval power in Europe to haul 
down its proud Ilag, the Americans were destined, by 
aid of the ships captured from England, to speak thun­
cler to those piratical monarchs of Africa, to whom that 
very England was in the habit of paying tribute. rt 
J'f'mained for America-infant America, the country of 
"Washington and Franklin, to break up a system which 
was, if possible, more disgraceful to the civilized natlOlls 
who submitted to it j than to the barbarous states who 
imposed it. But America, by the use &11,0 made of vic­
tory, has gained for herself an hODour, and been lliised 
to a pinnacle of glory to which no victory, 1101.f:,:er 
Gplendid, could have raised her. The favourite maxIm 
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of the nation was and is-" Millions for defence, but nol 
a cent for tribute," True to this policy, &he made it a 
sine qua non of peace, and this being concluded, the 
bumbled enemy was permitted to take back those ships 
which were to remain for ever innecent, as respected 
the great western nation. Which of the haughty mas­
ters of enslaved Europe has ever given such proof of 
magnanimity or of moderation, in the midst of victory so 
complete? 

C:ommodore Decatur arrived before Algiers on the 
29th June, and hoi~ted a flag of truce on board the 
Gueniere, with the Swedish flag at the main. A boat 
came off with Mr. Norderling, consul of Sweden, and 
the captam of the port, to whom the capture of the 
frigate and brig was commllnicated, and to whom Com­
modore Decatur and William Thaler, Esq. acting as 
commissioners to negotiate a peace, delivered a letter for 
tbe Dey, from the President of the United States; and 
also a note from themselves, informing him that they 
were invested with full powers to conclude a treaty of 
peace. 

The captain of the port tben requested tbat hostilities 
sbould cease preceding the negotiation, and that persons 
might be sent asbore to treat. Both propositions were 
rejected, the American commissioners declaring thac the 
negotiations must be carried on, on board the fleet; and 
that hostilities as respected vessels, should not cease. 
On the following day, the Swedish consul and the cap­
tail) of the port came on board with full power:< to ne­
gotiate. The American commissioners produced the 
model of a treaty which they declared would not be de­
parted from in substance. Every attempt on the part of 
Algiers to obtain a modification of it, proved fruitless; 
even the restoration of the captured vessels was posi­
tively refused. Upon consideration, however, the 
American commissioners resolved to restore the captured 
vessi'\s as ~ ja,vour, and not as m~tter of treaty, giving 
the Algenne to uuderstand, that even this would 
depen.d ou the .signing of the treaty as presented. The 
Algenne captalll then proposed a truce to deliberate on 
:he proposed terms; the reply was, ,,'not a minute; if 



UlSToRY OF THE LATE W} .. I: .. 329 

your squadron appears in sight before the treaty is actu~ 
tually signed by the Dey, and the prisoners sent off, ours 
will capture them !" It was finally agreed that hostili­
ties should cease when the Algerine boat should be per­
ceived coming off with a white flag hoisted, the Swed­
ish consul pledging his word of honour not to hoist it 
unless the treaty was signed, and the prisoners ill the 
boat. The Swedish consul and Algerine captain re­
turned on shore, and although the distance was full five 
miles, they came back within three hours with the 
treaty signed, and having with them the prisoners who 
were to be released from captivity by the terms of the 
treaty. 

By the terms of this treaty, the Dey llas agreed, that 
" no tribute, either as biennial presents, or under any 
form or name whatever, shall ever be required by the 
Dey and regency of Algiers, from the United States of 
America." 

That the Dey shall deliver up to the American squad­
ron" all the American citizens now in their possession 
2.mounting to ten, more or less." , 

"That should a vessel of either of the contracting 
parties be cast on shore within the territories of the ot\l­
er, all proper assistance should be given to the crew-no 
pillage shall be allowed." 

"That if any Christian slaves should make their 
escape, and go on board any ship of war of the United 
States that may be before the city of Algiers, they shall 
not be required buck again, nor shall any payment be 
required for the said Christians." 

"In case of any dispute arising from tIle violation of 
any of the articles of this treaty, no appeal shall be 
made to arms, nor shall war be declared on any pretext 
whatever; but if the consul residing at the place where 
the dispute shall happen, shall not be able to settle the 
same, the government of that country shall state their 
grievance in writing, and transmit the same to the gov­
ernment of the other, and the period of three months 
shall be allowed for answers to be returned, during which 
time no hostility shall be permitted by either party; and 
in case the grievances are not redressed, and a war 

28* 
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should be the event, the consuls and citizens and sub­
jects of both parties respectively, shall be permitted to 
embark with their effects unmolested, on board of what 
vessel or vessels they shall think proper, reasonable tim(~ 
being allowed for that purpose." 

There were also a number of other articles of a simi­
lar nature, establishing a treaty of amity and equality 
netween the two nations. 



NAVY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

I T will, perhaps, be interesting to the pub lick to know 
how the lillipution na\-y stood at the end of the war, 
after combating the overgrown naval power of Britain, 
which was to blow it out of the water. The following 
is the list of American ships of war not including those 
now b'lilding. Those vessels whose names are marked 
(*) are such as remained of the naval force after the 
war: those marktd (§) are lately finished-those mark­
ed in italick are such as wele captured from the British 
during the war. 

N(lmes of Vessels. Rales. J\l'amcs of T""l!sscls. Rales. 
Ship lndepelldellce 7-l Niagara IS 

'Washingtoll 74 Lawrence 18 
Franklin 74 lJdroit 18 
New-Orleans 'I H Eagle IB 
Cbippeway I 74 Sylph 16 
Guerriere 44 Chippeway IG 
UJ1;lcd States" 44 Queen Char/otic 16 
Java 44 Saranack IG 
Con:;tilution~ 44 Linnet H; 

Plattsburgh \ 4·1 Boxer IG 
Supeciollr '1<1 Troup II; 
Constellation* 36 Oneida 14 
COllgre~s* 36 Enterprize" 14 
flIaeedonian % Flambeau 12 
Mohawk 3" Firefly 12 
Confiance 32 Spark 12 

Cya,/C 28 Hunter JO 
Saratoga 24 Prometheus 9 
John Anams 24 Ghent 5 
Gelleral Pike 24 Oaledonia 3 
Madison 20 Etna bomb 

Alert 20 I'Schr. Ticonderoga 17 
Hornet'" IS Nonsucll 14 

VVasp 18 Spitfire 11 
Peacock 18 Torch 10 
On 1 ario 18 Lady Prevost 10 
Erie 18 Tom Bowlme· 9 
Louisiar.a~ 18 Alligator 9 

Brig Jefferson 18 Roaooake 7 

Jones IS Firebrand 7 

Fpervier 18 Surprise 
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Names of Vessels Rates. Names of Vessels. RuttS 
Conquest 8 Pretlle 7 
Hornet 5 Montgomery 6 
Lynx 5 Buffalo 5 
Fair American 4 Camel 5 
Helen 4 TIckler 2 
Despatch 3 Galley Allen 2 
Asp 3 Burrows 2 
Porcupine 3 Boxer 2 
Lady of the Lake 3 NeHle 2 
Pert 3 Viper 2 
Gov. Tompkins 2 Centipede 2 
Ranger I Ludlow I 
Ontario 1 Wilmer I 
Amelia 1 Alwvn I 
Asp 2 BaH,ml I 
Raven 1 C(elLh SpItfire 

Sloop President 12 Vesuviuslt 

Finch 11 Vengeance 
Chubb 11 

Barges from No. I to 15, inclusi,'e, on Lake Ontario, mounting eac;l 
-- guns, and now at Sacket's Harbour. 

The old gun· boats have been chiefly sold 

It would be a curious question in political arithmc­
tick, to determine what number of American ships and 
their rates, would be sufficient to destroy the British 
navy, taking the naval events of the late war as a scale 
by which to calculate; and how long it woultl take to 
provide the necessary number of vessels, taking the in­
crease of the navy, during the war, as a ratio. 

LIST OF AMERICAN PRIZES, 
'Which have arrived, or been sathfactorily accounted 

for, with the name of the Privat~ers, &c. and the 
number captured by each vessel, during the war. 

FROM NILES' REGISTER. 

Ab",l\ino of Boston 
V. S. ship Adams 
Boal Alert, of Bu rlington, L. C. 
Alexander of Salem 
Alfred of "alem 
Amelia of Bath 
Amelia of Baltimore 
America of Salem 
Anacondia of New-York 
Argo of Baltimore 
U. S. brig Argus 
.~ rlbus of Boston 

Ie A tlas of Philadelphia 
10 A von of Boston 
1 Baltimore of Baltimore 
3 Bellona of Philadelphia 
5 U. S. Barges 
IIBlack Joke of N. Y. 

21,Blakely of Boston 
34 Boats from Buffalo 

2 Brutus of Boston 
I Buskskin of Salem 

24 Bunkerhill of N. y, 
4 Cadet of Salem 

:l 
'.! 
2 
5 
2 
3 
3 
9 
4 
G 
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L:arnline of Baltimore 
Catharine of Boston 
Champlain Privateer 
Charles Stewart of Boston 
Chasseur of Baltimore 
Chauncey's squadron on L. O. 
U. S. fri~ate Chesapeake 
Comet of Baltimore 
U. S. frigate Congress 
U. S. frigate Constitution 
Cu.tom House Barge 
Dart of Portland 
Da.h of Portland 
David Porter of N. Y. 
David Porter of Boston 
Decatur of Newburyport 
Decatur of Charleston 
Delisle of Baltimore 
Diamond of Ba.ltimore 
Dionlede of Salem 
Divided we fall of N. Y. 
Dolphin of Baltimore 
Dolphin of Salem 
Dromo of Boston 
Eagle of Charleston 
Eliza 
U. S. brig Enterprise 
U. S. fngate Essex 
Essex J uniol' 
Expedition of Baltimore 
Ftm L\ader of Salem 
Fairy of Baltimore 
Fame of Salem 
Fame of Thomastowll 
Flirt of N. Y. 
Fly 
Fox of Salem 
Fox of Baltimore 
Fox of Portsmonth 
Franklin of N. Y. 
U. S. sloop of war Frolick 
Frolick of Salem 
Full blooded Yankee 
Galloway of N. Y. 
Gen. Armstrong of do. 
Gen. Stark of Salem 
Gen. Putnam of Salem 
Globe of Baltimore 
Gossa mer of Boston 
Gov. Tompkins of New-YOl'k 
Gov. :\1'Kean of Philarlelphia 
Gov. 't'lumer of Portsmouth 
Gram pus of '3altimnre 
r;ra~d Turk of Salem 
Growler 
IT. S. Gun·.boats 

'29 Harpy of Baltimore 
I Harrison of do. 

13 
8 

1 Hawk of Wa.hington, N. C. 
1 Hazard 

• 1 
1 

27 tlenl'Y Guilder of New-York 
22 Herald of do. 

4 Hero of do. 
29 Hero of Newbern 

4 Hero of Stonington 
12 High Flyer of Baltimore 

1 Holkar of New-York 
6 Boat Holkar 
9 Hope 
6 U. S. sloop of war Hornet 
8 Hunter 
6 I da of 13altimore 

11 Ida of Boston 
2 Industry of Lynn 
1 Industry of Marblehead 
1 Inrlust.-v of Salem 

16 Ina of Boston 
7 Invincible of New-York 

17 Invincible of Salem 
l' J aek'. Favourite of New-York 
3 Jacob J ones of Boston 
1 James Monroe 
5 Jefferson of Salem 

12 Joel Barlow 
3 Jonquil of New-York 
4 J oiln of Salem 
7 John and Geolge 
2 Kemp of Baltirnora 

10 Lady Madison of Wilmington 
I On Lake Sliperiour 
I On Lake Huron 
2 On Lake Champlain 
4 Lark 
2 La wre>,ce of Baltimore 

28 Leli<lh of Salem. 
9 Leader tlf Providence R. I. 
1 Leander Pl'Ovidence 

12 Leo of Baltimore 
I Leo of Boston 
1 Li,>ertv of Baltimore 

18 L,ale George of Boston 
4 Letter of Marque, of Wilming-

1 
3 
5 
2 
1 
7 
5 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
3 
2 
5 
4 
6 
3 
5 
6 
'2 
5 

1:2 
1 

16 
1 

3 
Il 
1 

14 
2 
1 
1 

14 
8 
7 
1 

1 ton, N. C. 2 
7 Lovely Cordelia of Charlesto" 20 
1 Lovelv Lass of Charleston 1 

22 Lyon of Marblehead 4 
S Macedonian of Baltimore 1 
3 Macedonian of Boston 6 
7 Macedonian of Portsmouth 9 

21 Madison of Salem 
4 Marengo of New-York 

20,Mamouth of B,al.limoro 

7 
B 

20 
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M'Donol1gh of R. J. 
!,l'Donough of Boston 
'\[ars of ;\orlolk 
Mars of l'I'ew-Y"rk 
Mars of New-London 
Mary Ann of Charleston 
Matilda of Philadelphia 
Midas of Baltimore 
On Mobile Eay 
Morgiana of New-York 
Montgomery of Salem 
Nancy 
Ned of Baltimore 
Nonpariel of Charleston 
Nonsueh of Baltimore 
U. S. schooner :\'unsuch 
Orders in Conncil of New-York 
Orlando of G louee.ter 
Patr;ot of New-York 
Paul Jonesof un. 
Perry of Baltimore 
Com. Perry's squadron on L. E. 
U. S. sloop of war Peacock 
Patapsco of Baltimore 
Pike of do. 
Pilot of do 
Poll v of Salelfl 
Portsmouth of Portsmouth N. II. 
Poor Sailor of Charleston 
Prince of Neufchatel 
RamiJJor of Bristol 
.r: am bIer of Boston 
Ranger of do. 
Rapid of do. 
Rapid of Charleston 
U. S. brig Rattlesnake 
Rattlesnalle of Philadelphia 
Regulator 
Reindeer of Boston 
Resolution of do. 
Rp.laliatian of New~ York 
Revenge of Baltimore 
Revenge of Norfolk 
Reven~e of Philadelphia 
Revenge of Salem 
Revenue Cutters 
Ro~er of Norfoll< 

21 Saratoga of r~ew.York l' 
'i:Scourgp. of Baltimore ~~I 
31Sallcy Jack of Charlestoo 27 
'J, Shark of New-York 1 
21 Sine qua-non of Boston 1 
S Scorpion of Salem Z 
liS'rD of Baltimore 1 

10' SuaI' Dragon of Newbern N. C. 23 
Z Snowl.,ircl of Salem 2 
6 SP'ilTOW of Baltimore 2 
6 Spark ofXew-York 3 
1 ~rY of New·Orleans 1 
J Surp,.:se of Baltimore 3& 
J Boat SUI prise anci boat Swiftsure 2 
4 Spellcer of Philadelphia 1 
1 "'quaodo uf Portsmouth N. H. 1 
5 U. S. brig Syren 2 
3 Syren of BaltJlnore 7 
9 On the St. La wrellce fl 

11 feazer 01 New-York 13 
24 ferrilJle (M.t) 5 
9 Thomas of Portsmouth 5 

15 Thorn of Marblehead 1 
3 Thrasher 1 

13 Timothy Pickering J 
3 Torn of Baltimore 4 
7lTrue.blooded Yankee 27" 
9

1

Two Brnt!Jers of New#Orleans 1 
11 ]'wo Friends of Mass 1 

35' ' uckahoe of Baltimore 2 
211" S fri~ate United States 1 
5,Ultor of Baltimore 19 
3iUniled 'Ye Stand of New·York I 
4 ,Upton (a prize ship) 1 
LI,Yiper of New-York 3 
4 "irer of Salem 1 

25 Warriour of New-York 9 
1 TJ. S. ship of war Wasp 16 
G Wasp of Baltimore 2 
I IVasp of Philadelphia 2 
1 IV a,p of Salem 1 
. \', ashington of Pnrtlan& 1. 
2 \Vater" Ich of Bnstol 1 
3 Whig (,r Baltimore ]4 
5 \Viley Ravlla,.rl of Boston 4 
5'WhaJe bo," 1 
n Yankee of Bristul R I. 39 

Roger of Baltimore 
Com, Rodgers' squadron 
Rosamond of New-York 
Rossie of Baltimore 

11 Yankee (SfilOd) 2 
19 Yorktown of ~pw York 5 

Rover of New-York 
Row·boat privateer 
Sabine of BaltImore 
At Sandy Creek by rillemen 
Sarah Ann of Baltimore 
'aranack of do 

3 York of Baltimore 10 
14 '(,.,ung E:lgle of New· York Z 
1 Y'"lllg Teazer of do. 6 
'2 '1"ung \\ asp of Philadelphia 11 
f, '3uoeJry vessels names not aser 
G g~~ ffi 
?~ Total, 163·' 



~\'RTICLES OF WAR. 

AN ACT 
For establishing RuIN; and Articles for the Gorernn:cnt oJ 

the Armies of the United States. 

Sec. I·BE . 1 b h S d H ' It enacte( y t e en ate an ouse ot 
RepreRentatil'es of th:, United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That from and after the passing of 
this act, the fo]!mying sh~ll be the rults and articles by 
which the armies of the United States shall be governed. 

ART. 1. Every officer now in the army of the United 
States, shall, in six months from the pas"in;:>: of tbis act, 
and every officer wbo ,;hall hereafter be appointed, shall, 
l:lefore he enters on the duties of his office, s11bscribe 
these rules 81:d regulations. 

A.RT. 2. It is earneotly recommended to all officers 
and soldiers diligently to atteml divine service; and all 
officers who shall b8hl \'(; indecently, or irreverently at 
any place of di vine worshIp, shall, if commis,ioned 
officc-rs, be bl'ou~,h, before a g"I~Cl'al court martial, (here 
to be publickly and seyerely reprimanded by thc' Presi­
dent; if non-commissioned o{!icer~ or soldiers, every 
person so o;!.cncEn:;' s11;;]I, for his first oii;'n~e, forfeit one 
,("tIl of a d0!L~T, to bi: uC'ducted ou~ of his next pay; 
for the second OifCllC'c, he shall Dot only forfeit a like 
sum but be confined twenty-four hours; and for every 
like 'c:l:'-nC'~' ,hall sut::~,' ::t'ld pay in Iil;e manner; which 
money, so forfeited, ~h:,ll be "ppiied by the cal':ain or 
senior officer of the troo]' or company, to the use of the 
siei;: soldiers of the UJ:-ilj,aHY or troop to which the 
olTender bolo,,;;;,. 

AUT. 3. Any non-c:;mrdssioned officer cr soIJJen~'ho 
sllall use any profalle o~,t~l or execration, shall incur the 
penalties exp]'es~cd ill t],.:o fore;oing; article; and a 
.ommissiuned officer ,·h-;; forfeit and pay for each and 
~very such offence, one dollar, to be applied as in th'" 

preceding artide. 
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ART. 4. Every chaplain commissioned in the army 01 

armies of the United States, who shall absent himself 
from the duties as!igned him (except in cases of sick­
ness or leave of absence) shall, on conviction thereof 
before a court martial, be fined not exceeding one 
month's pay, besides the loss of his pay during his ab­
sence; or to be discharged, as the said court martial 
shall judge proper. 

ART. 5. Any officer or soldier who shall use con­
temptuous or disrespectful words against the President 
of the United States, against the Vice-President thereof, 
~Lgainst the Congre:,s of the United States, or alSainst 
the chief magistrate or lq;islature of any of the United 
States in which he may be quartered, if a commi,sioned 
officer, shall be cashiered, or otherwise pundlcd as a 
court m~rtial shall direct; if a non-commissioned offi­
cer or soldier, he shall suffer such punishment as ~hall 
be indicted on him by the sentence of a court martial. 

ART. 6, Any officer or soldier who shall beba'~e him­
self with contempt or disrespect towards his command­
ing officer, shall be puuished according to the nature of 
his offence, by tbe judgement of a court martial. 

ART. 7. Any officer or soldier who shall begin, excite, 
cause or join in any mutiny or sedition in any troop or 
company i!l the service of the United States, or in any 
party, post, detaehmcnt or guard, shall suffer death, or 
such ot..'1er punishment as bv a court martial shall be 
inflicted. • 

ART. 8. Any nfficer, non-commissiolled offic<::r or 
soldier, who, being present at any mut:vy or sedition, 
does not uoe his ulmost endeavours to suppre~s t:1e ,ame, 
Of coming to the knowledge of any intended mutiny, 
does not without delay give information th"i('of to his 
commauding officer, ~ha!l b" punished by th(~ ~entell('~ 
of a court martial with death or otherwise, according to 
the nature of his offence. 

AR.T. 9. Any officer or soldier who shall strike his 
supenour officer, or draw or lift up allY weapon or olTer 
any VIolence against him, being in the execl1ti~n of his 
office, on any pretence IyhatsoeYcr or shall disobey any 
lawld comm~-d f h' ,'. 

. - 0 IS supenour officer shall suffi;r 
,1"3(h or such o'h a • h h' . , , .,r pums ment as sail, accordmg to 
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the nature of his offence, be inflicted upon him by tbe 
sentence of a court martial. 

ART. 10. Every non-commissioned officer or soldier, 
who shall enlist himself in the service of the United 
States, shall, at the time of his so enlisting, or within 
six days afterwards, have the articles for the govern­
ment of the armies of the United States, read to him; 
and shall, by the officer who enlisted him, or by the 
commanding officer of the troop or company into which 
he was enlisted, be taken before the next justice of the 
peace, or chief magistrate of any city or town corporate, 
not being an officer of the army, or where recourse can­
not be had to the civil mao-istrate, before the judge ad· 
yocat~, an~ in his presence~ ahaH take the following oath 
or affirmatIOn: "I, A. B. do solemnly swear or affirm, 
(as the ~ase may be) that I will bear true allegiance to 
the Umted States of America, and that J will serve 
them honestly and faithfully against all their enemies, 
or opposers, whatsoever, and observe and obey the 
orders of the President of the United States, and the 
orders of the officers appointed over me, according to 
the rules and articles for the government of the armies of 
the United States." Which justice, magistrate or judge 
advocate is to give the officer a certificate, signifying that 
the mau enlisted, did take the said oath or affirmation. 

ART. 11. After a non-commissioned officer or soldier 
shall have been duly enlisted and sworn, he shall not be 
dismissed the service without a discharge in writing; 
and no discharge granted to him shall be sufficient, 
which is not signed by a field officer of the regiment to 
which he belongs, or commanding officer, where no 
field officer of the regiment is present; and no discharge 
shall be given to a non-commis~joned officer or soldier, 
belore his term of service has expired, but by order of 
the President, the Secretary 01 War, the commanding 
officer of a department, or the sentence of a general 
court martial; nor shall a commissioned officer be dis­
eharged the service, but by order of the President of 
the United States, or by sentence of a general court 
martial. 

ART. 12. Every Colonel, or other officer commanding 
a regiment troop or company, and actually quarterprj 

, 29 
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with it, may give furloughs to non-commissioned ~fficers 
or soldiers, in such numbers, and for so long a tIme as 
he shall judge to be most consistent with the good of 
the service; and a Captain or other inferiour officer 
commanding a troop or company, or in any garri:,cn, 
fort or barrack of the United States, (his field officer 
being absent) may give furloughs to non-commissioned 
officers or soldiers, for a time not exceeding twenty days 
in six months, but not to more than two persons to be 
absent at the same time, excepting some extraordinary 
occasion should requile it. 

ART. 13. At every muster, the commanding officpr of 
each regiment, troop or company there present, shall 
give to the commissary of musters, or other offic~r who 
mUbters the said regiment, troop or company, certificates 
signed by himself, signifying how long such oITeers, 
as shall not appear at the said muster, have been absent, 
and the reason of their absence. In like manner the 
cOllman ding officer of every troop, or company, shall 
give certificates, signifying the reasons of the absence 
of thp non-commissioned officers and private soldiers, 
which reaSOllS, and time of absence, shall be inserted in 
the mnster rolls opposite the name of the respectin: 
absent officers and soldiers. The certificates shall, 
together with the muster rolls, be remitted by the lOm­
missary of musters, or other officer mustuing, to the 
department of war, as speedily as the distance of the 
place will admit. 

ART. 14. Every officer who shall be cOll,icted, before 
a general court martial, of having signed a false certifi­
cOlte, relating to the absence of either officer or private 
sold~er, or relative to his or their paY, shall be cashiered. 

ART. 15. Every offiCer who shall knowingly make a 
fa~se muster of man or horse, and every officer or com­
~ls8ary of ~u~ters, who shall willingly sign, direct or 
allow the slgnmg of muster rolls, wherein such false 
muster. is contained, shall, upon proof made thereof by 
~wo Witnesses, before a general court martial, be cash­
Iered, and shall be thereby utterly d:sabled to have or 
hold anr office or employment in the service of the 
United :States. 

ART. 16. Any commissary of musters or other officer. 
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\\ho shall be convicted of having taken money or other 
thing, by way of gratification, on the mustering any 
regiment, troop or company, or on signing muster rolls, 
shall be displaced from his office, and shall be thereby 
utterly disabled to have or hold any otnce or employ­
ment in the service of the United States. 

ART. 17. Any ol\,eer who shall presume to muster a 
person as a soldier, who is not a soldier, shall be deemed 
guilty of having made a false muster, and shall sufier 
accordingly. 

ART. 18. Every olticer who shall knowingly make a 
false return to the department of war, or to any of his 
superiour otticers, authorized to call for such return:;, of 
the state of the regiment, troop, or company or garrison 
under hi, command; or of the arms, ammunition,clothing 
or other stores thereunto belonging, shall on conviction 
therC'of before a cour~ martial, be cashiered. 

ART. 19 The commanding o:~icer of every regiment, 
troop or independent company, or garrison of the United 
States, shall, in the beginning of every- month, remit 
through the proper channels, to the department of war, 
an exact return of the regimeut, troop, independent 
company or garrison, under his command, specifying 
the names of officers then absent from their posts,' and 
the reasons for, and the time of their absence. And 
any otllcer who shall be convicted of having, through 
neglect or design, omitted sending such returns) shall be 
punished according to the nature of his crime, by the 
judgement of a general court martial. 

ART. 20. All officers and soldiers, who have received 
pay, or have bccn duly enlisted in the service of the 
United States, and shall be convicted of having deserted 
the same, shall suffer death, or such other punishment 
as by sentence of a court martial shall be inflicted. 

ART. 21. Any non-commissioned officer or soldier, 
who shall, without leave from his commanding officer, 
absent himself from his troop, company or detachment, 
shall, upon being convicted thereof, be punished accord­
ing to the nature of his offence, at the discretion of a 
court martial. 

ART. 22. No non-commissioned officer or soldier shall 
~nlist himself in any other regiment, troop or company, 
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without a regular discharge from the regiment, troop or 
company in which he Jast served, on the penalty of 
beili; reputed a deserter, and suffering accordingly. 
And III case any officer shall knowingly receive and en· 
tertll.1 such non-commissioned oiiicer or soldier, or shall 
not, after his being discovered to be a deserter, immedi­
ately confine him, and give notice thereof to the corps 
in which he last sen-ed, the said oillcer shall by a court 
martial be cashiered. 

ART. 23. Any oincer or soldier, who shall be convicted 
of haYing advised or persu ... ded any ot:Jer officer 01 sol­
dier to desert the service of t:le U mted States, shall 
sufier death, or such other punishment as shall be in­
flicted upon him by the sentence of a court maJtial. 

ART. 24. No otiicer or soldier shall use any reproach­
ful or provoking speeches or gestures to another, upon 
pain, if an oi.cer, of being put in arrest; if a ~oldier, 
confined, andof asking pardon or the party offended, in 
the presence of his commandilJg oPccer. 

ART. 25. No OI;I('2[ or solJier shall send a challenge 
to a!.lOther Qtlicer or soldier, to fi':?;ht a duel, or accept a 
chaJic,]ge, if sent, UpOll pain, it a commissioned ol~;cer, 
of being ~ashiercd j if a nOll-commissioned officer ot' 
soldier, of suffering corporal punishment at the discre­
tion of a court illJ :tial. 

ART. 26. if anv commissioned or non-commissioned 
officer commandill"g a guard, sh;.l1 knowingly or willingly 
suffer any per30n nhatsoever to go forth to fight a duel, 
he ,ball be punished as a challeClger; and all seconds; 
promoters and carriers of challl nges, in order to duels, 
shall be deemed principals, and be punished acconlingly. 
Alld it shall be the duty of every o,',cer commanding 
an army, regiment, company, pm;t or detachmenc, who 
is kno~villg to a challenge being giren, or accepted, by 
anv otflcer, Don-commissioned or soldier under his com .. 
m:l,}d, or has reason to believe the same to be tht .:ase, 
immediately to arrest and bring to trial such offenders. 

ART. 27. All officers, of what conditIOn soever, Lave 
power to part and quell all quarrels, frays and disOlders, 
tho~gh the persons concerned should beloug to another 
~eglment troop or company; and either to order otncer~ 
mto arrest, or non-commissioned officers or soldiers into 
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confinement, until their propel' superiour officers shall be 
acquainted therewith; and who30ever shall refuse to 
obey such oti1cer, (though of an inferiour rank) v' ,hall 
draw his sword upon him, shall be puni,hed a! the diS­
cretion of a general court martial. 

ART. 28. Any o,lice! or soldier who shall upbraid 
another for refusing a eliaiieLg", shall himself be pun­
ished as a challenger; aud ,111 0 "eers and soldiers are 
hereby discharged from any disgrace or opinion of dis­
advantage, which lllight afIge: [rom their having refused 
to accept of challenges, as tbey will only hay. acted in 
obedience to the law3, and done their duty as gO).1 ,01-
diers, who subject thew ;e;,':8 (0 discipline. 

ART 29. No suttler shall be permitted to sell any 
kind of liquors or ,-j"(lwi'3, or to keep tbeir hou,~" or 
shops open for the eilL,: [[,: j Il.u u ut of soldiers, after lliue 
at night, or before the ;)'" [\ u~ of tl.e re,'eilles, or u lOll 

Sundays, during divine ,.en-j :(' or e'er'non, on the penalty 
of being dismissed from all futUIe mttting. 

ARr. 30. All o,,·cel, cOllHnauding in the tiel ~, JOI'tS, 
barracks or garrison" of the Ullited States, are l)e, :)y 
required to see that till' per,oll, permitted to suttle, ~:,'ClII 
supply the soldiers I' it',] good )wi wholesome provi:',(OllS, 
or other articles, at a r,c --;",,,,iJ:" price, as they :,hall be 
answerable for their negl"d. 

ART. 31. No officer '~oll'illaDdlDg in any of ~;]lc~l,lTi-· 
sons, forts or bulTa(ks "f ttel Ullited States, sha!: (':",ct 
exorbitant prices for homes or :;Lail:; let out to ,uttlti.', or 
cODui ve at the like exaction', in others; nor in, .I~' {Jwu 
auLlOrity, aud for hi, pri'-a!e l!_,jr,'\I(age, lay .'i:,1 d" " or 
imj-J'itiou UPOD, or be ij)(':I,·t:d i~l the ,",d., oC Lily 
vituals, li'juors or other Bechuri", of !iff': I, aug It LtO 
the gc:.rt:'OlJ, fort or ba,r,cI s, for:'~lc use of the soldi<:rs, 
on (It: p':n.1.1,) of beillg dj,s('[' .tr"I,d from ltV "<,[\'1,( . 

P .. d{'l'.02. EVl".ry oll~c,'r 'ol>H>I(i'l.lin,':: i"Q (luane~";'1 ~_,:'\ri~ 
sons, or on the march, shall kt'ep good to"I,>I', ;11,d [.1 he 
Utw05t of his power, r·· art',;s all "bu:.es or di:·.n,,: .. ,rs, 
w[iich may be commitkd b:, allY I), cu or fl)ll~:'>' <I', Jl'f 

hib cOlrH"and; if upon comphint m;[IIt to him III' .,'\­
Ce{.j or soldiers bl'i:l~i~I;:", or tH!rcr\\'i',e ill tl'l';tt,Il,l; "Y 
pel'OlJ, of distUIbllJg f"i!' III Ir'.likl'!: (,. of CJI!lQ1I:'-:lJg 

any kinds of riots, to the d"ljl.Ietillg of the citizens of 
29" 
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the United States" he, the said commander, who shall 
refuse or omit to see justice done to the offender or offen­
ders, and reparation made to the party or parties inj ured, 
as far a~ the offendcr'~ pay shall enable him or them, 
shall upon proof thereof, be cashiered or punished, as 2 

general court martial shall direct. 
Ar.T. 33. When any eomissioned officer or soldier, 

shall be accused of a capital crime, or of having used 
violence, or committed any offence against the persons 
or property of any citizen of any of the United States, 
such as is punishable by the known laws of the land, 
the commanding officer, and officers of every regiment, 
troop, or company, to which the person or persons, so 
accused, shall belong, are hereby required, upon appli­
cation duly made by, or in behalf of the party or par­
ties injured, to use their utmost endeavours to deliver 
over such accused person, or persons, to the civil 1\la­
gistrate, and liliewise to be aiding and assisting to the 
officers of justice in apprehending and securing the per­
son or persons so accused, in order to bring him or them 
to trial. If any commanding officer or officers, shall 
wilfully neglect, or shall refuse, upon the application a­
foresaid, to deliver over such accused person or persons, to 
the CIvil magistrates, or to be aiding and assisting to the 
officers of justice in apprehending such person or per· 
sons, the officer or officers, so offending, shall be cash. 
iered. 

ART 34. If any officer shall think himself wronged 
by his colonel, or the commanding officer of the regi­
ment, and shall, upon due application being made to him 
be refused redress, he may complain to the General, 
commanding in the state or territory where such regiment 
shall be stationed, in order to obtain justice; who is 
hereby required to examine into the said complaiut, and 
take proper measures for redressing the wrong com­
plained of, and transmit as soon as possible, to the de­
partment of war, a true state of sllch complaint, with 
the proceedings had thereon. 

ART. 35. If any inferiour officer or soldier, shall think 
himself wronged by his Captain, or other officers, he is 
to c.omplain th~reof to the commanding officer of the 
reg1ment, who 1S hereby required to summon a regimen. 
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tal court martial, for the doing justice to the complain­
ant; from which regimental court martial, either party 
may, if he thinks himself still aggrieved, appeal to a 
general court martial. But if, upon a second hearing, 
the appeal shall appear vexatious and groundless, the 
person so appealing, shall be punished at the discretion 
of the said court martial. 

ART. 36. Any commissioned officer, store keeper, or 
commisary, who shall be convicted at a general court 
martial, of having sold, without a proper order for f.hat 
purpose, embezzled, misapplied, or wilfully, or thro;~gh 
neglect, suffered any of the provisions, forage, arms, 
clothing, ammunition, or other military stores belor,gmg 
to the United States, to be spoiled, or damaged, s:lall, 
at his own expense, make good the lo~s or damage, and 
shall, moreover; forfeit all his pay, and be dismissed 
from the service. 

ART. 37. Any non-commi~sioned officer or soldier, 
who li.3all be convicted, at a regimental court martial, of 
having sold, or d~signedly, or through neglect, wasted 
the ammunition delivered out to hi'll, to be employed 
in the service of the United States, &hall be pUJ}js~l"d 
by the discretion of such court. 

ART. 38. Every non-coDlmissioned officer or soldier, 
who shall be convicted before a court martial, of hav­
ing sold, lost, or spoiled through negl,'ct, hIS horse, arms, 
clothes, or accoutrements, shall be put under such 
weekly st{)ppages, not exceeding the h",jf of his pay, as 
such court martial shall judge sllfficiellt, for repairing 
the loss or damage j and shall suffer confinment, or such 
other corporal punishment as his crime shall deserve. 

ART. 39. Every officer, who shall be convicted be­
fore a court martial, of having embezzled, or misapplil'd 
any money with which he may have been entru~t'"J, 
for the p;lyment of the men under his command, or for 
enlisting men into the sen'ice, or for other purposes, if 
a commissioned officer, shall be cashiered and compelled 
to refund tne money; if a non-commissioned offieer, 
shall be reduced to the ranks, be put under stoppages 
until the money be made good, and sufter such corporal 
punishment as such court martial shall direct. . 

ART. 40. Every Captain of a tJ·oop Qr company, l~ 
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charged with the arms, accoutrements, ammunitioll, 
clothing or other warlike stores belonging to the troop 
or company under his command, which he is to be ac­
coulltable for to his colonel, in case of their being lost, 
spoiled, or damaged, not by unavoidable accidents, or 
on actual service. 

ART. 41. All non-commissioned officers and soldiers. 
who shall be found one mile from the camp, without 
leave, in writing, from their commandillg officer, shall 
8ulfel such punishment as shall be intlicted upon them 
by the sentence of a court martial. 

ART. 42. No officer or :-oldier shall lie out of his 
quarters, garrison, or camp, without leave from his su­
periour officer, upon ptonalty of being pUllished accord­
ing to the sentence of a court martial. 

ART. -t:3. Every non-commissioned officer and soldier 
,hall retire to his quarters or tent, at the beating of the 
retreat; in default of which he shall be punished ac­
cording to the nature of his offence. 

ART. 44. No oLi,cer, non-commissioned officer, or sol­
dier, shall fail in repairing, at the time fixed, to the 
place of parade, of exerci,e or other rendezvous, ap­
poided by IllS commanding officer, if not prevented by 
sickne,s, or some other evident necessity, or shall go 
from the said place of rendczyous, without leave from 
his commanding officer, before he shall be regularly 
dismissed or relieved, on the penalty of being punisher! 
according to the nature of hi:; olfence by the sentellce of 
a court martial. 

ART. 45. Any .commissioned officer, who shall be 
found drunk on IllS guard, paIty, or other duty, shall be 
cashiered. Any non-commis,ioned officer or soldier so 
offending, shall suffer such corporal punishment as shall 
be inflicted by the sentence of a court, martial. 

AKT: 46. Any sentinel w~o shall be found sleeping 
upon hl~ post, or shall lea ve It before he sh,· II be rl'gu­
larly relieved, shal.1 s~ffer death, or such other punish­
illt: nt as shall be Il1fllcted by the sentence of a court 
martial. 

AR' . 47. No soldier belonging to any regiment troop 
or company, shall hire another to do his duty for l~im 0: 
be excused frOill duty, but in cases of sickness, disability, 
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c;r leave of absence; and every sue;l soldier, found guil­
ty of hiring his duty, <s also the party so hired to do 
another's duty, shall be punished at the discretion of a 
regimental court martial. 

ART.48. And every non-commissioned officer conniv­
ing at such hiring of duty aforesaid, shall be reduced; 
and every commissioned officer knowing and allowing 
such ill practices in the service, shall be punished by the 
judgememt of a general ecu,t martial. 

Awl'. 49. Any ol)'cer bt'longing to the service of the 
United ";tates, who, by .j;,,·'larging of fire arms, draw­
ing of swords, beating of drums, or by any other means 
whatwever, shall occasion f.;b . alarms, in camp, garri­
son, or quarters, shall suifer death, or such other puuish­
mellt as shall be ordered by the sentence of a general 
cou rt martial. 

ART. 50. Any officer or soldier, who shall, without 
urgent necessity, or without the lea\'e of his superiour 
of ricer, quit hi3 guard, platoo.J, M division, shall be pun­
ished according to the 'lall~re of his oifence, by the sen­
tence of a court martial. 

ART. 51. No oihcer Or soldier shall do \'ioience to any 
person who bring:3 provisions or other necessaries to the 
camp, garriwll, or q;.wrters, of the force~ of the United 
States, eIllploytd ill any parts out of the said States, upon 
pain of death, or such other punishment as a court mar­
tial shall direct. 

ART. 52. Any oincer or soldier, who shall mibbehavf 
himself before the enemy, rUll away, or shamefulJ} 
abandon any fort, post, or guard, which he or they may 
be rommanded to defend, or speak words indncing oth, 
ers to do the like; or ,!lall cast a\vay his arms and am­
munition, or who shall quit his post or colours to plundel 
and pillage j every such offender being duly convicted 
thereof, shall suffer death, or sueh other punishment ,,­
shall be ordered by the sentence of a general court mar­
tial. 

ART. 53. Any person belonging to the armies of the 
United States, who shall make known the watch-wonl 
to any person who if not entitled to receive it, according 
to the rules and discipline of w~r, or shall presume to 
giv p a parole or watch-wonl, different from what Ill' 
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received, shall suffer death, or such other punishment 
as shall bc ordered by the sentence of a general cOUlt 
martial. 

Awl'. 54. All officers and soldiers are to behave them­
selves orderly in quarters, and on their march; and 
who"oever shall commit any waste, or spoil, either in 
walks of trees, parks, warrens, fish ponds, houses or 
gardens, cornfields, enclosUles or meadows, or shall 
maliciously destroy any property whatsoever, belonging 
to the inhabitants of the United States, unless by order 
of the then commander in chief of the armies of the 
said States, shall \ besides such penalties as they are 
liable to by law) be punished according to the nature 
and degree of ofience, by the judgement of a regimen­
tal or general court martial. 

ART. 55. 'Whosoever, belonging to the armies of the 
United States, employed in foreign parts, shall force a 
safeguard, shall suffer death. 

ART 56. Whosoever shall relieve the enemy with 
money, victuals or ammuuition, or shall knowingly har­
bour or protect an enemy, shall wfier death, or such 
otber punishment as shall be ordered by the sentence of 
a court martial. 

ART. 57. Who,oever shall be convicted of holding 
correspondence with, or giving intelligence to the enemy, 
either directly or indirectly, shall sutfer death, or such 
other punishment as shall be ordered by the sentence of 
a court martial. 

ART. 58. All pub lick stores taken in the enemy's 
camp, town8, forts or magazines, whether of artillery, 
amllluuil'on, clothing, forage or provisions, shall be 
secured for the service of the United States; fOI the 
neglect of , .. hich, the commanding officer is to be an­
swerable. 

ART. 59. If any commander of any garrison, fortress 
or post, shall be compelled, by the officers and soldiers 
under h~s command, to give up to the enemy, or to 
abandon It; the commissioned otlicers, non-commissioned 
officers or soldiers, ". ho shall be convicted of having so 
offended, shall suffer death, or such other punishment as 
shall be inflicted upon them by the sentence of a court 
mart!~L > 
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ART. 60. All suttlers and retainers to the camp, and 
all persons whatsoever, serving with the armies of the 
United States, in the field, though not enlisted soldiers, 
are to be subject to orders, according to the rules and 
discipline of war. 

ART. 61. Officers having brevets, or commissions, of 
a prior date to those of the regiment in which they serve, 
may take place in courts martial and on detachments, 
when composed of difterent corps, according to the ranks 
given them in their brevets, or dates of their former 
commissions; but in the regiment, troop or company, to 
which such officers belong, they shall do duty, and take 
rank, both in courts martial and on detachments, which 
shall be composed only of their own corps, according to 
the commissions by which they are mustered in the said 
corps. 

ART. 62. If upon marches, guards, or in quarters j 

different corps of the army shall happen to join, or do 
duty together, the officer highest in rank of the line of 
the army, marine corps or militia, by commis~ion there, 
on duty, or in quarters, shall command the whole, and 
give orders for what is needful to the service, unless 
otherwise specially directed by the President of the 
United States, according to the r.ature of the case. 

AR T. 63. The functions of the engineers being gen­
erally confined to the most elevated branch of military 
science, they are not to assume, nor are they subject to 
be ordered on any duty beyond the line of their imme­
diate profession, except by the special order of the 
President of the United States; but they are to receive 
every mark of respect, t? which their r~nk in the army 
may entitle them respectIvely, and are hable to be trans­
ferred at the discretion of the President, from one corps 
to another, regard being paid to rank. 

ART. 64. General courts martial may consist of any 
number of commissioned officers from five to thirteen 
inclusively, but they shall not consist of Ie~s than thi~­
teen, where that num~er can be convened wlthout m~Dl­
fest injury to the serViCe. 

AHT.65. Any general officer commanding an army, 
or Colonel commanding a separate department, may ap­
p",int general courts martial whenever necessary. B~lt 
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no sentence of a court martial shall be carried into eXe­
cution until after the whole proceedings shall have been 
laid before the officer ordering the same, or the officer 
commanding the troops for the time being; neither shall 
any sentence of a general court martial, in time of 
peace, extending to the loss of life, or the dismission of 
a commissioned officer, or which shall, either in time of 
peace or war, reapecting a general cfiicer, be carried into 
execution, until after the whole proceedings shall have 
been transmitted to the Secretary of 'Var, to be laid 
bt'fore the Pre3ident of the United States, for his con­
firmation or disapproyal aud orders in the case. All 
other sentences may be confirmed and executed by the 
officer ordering the court to assemble, or the command­
ing atbcer for the time being, as the case may be. 

ART. 66. Every officer commanding a regiment, or 
corps, may appoint, for his own regiment or corps, courts 
martial, to consi5t of three commissioned oilicers, for 
the trial and punishment of offences not capital, and 
decide upon their Eentences. }'or the same purpose all 
officers, commanding any of the garrisons, forts, barracks 
or other places where the troops consist of different 
corps, may as~emble courts martial, to consist of three 
commissioned oif,cer3, and decide upon their sentences. 

A"T. 67. No garrison or regimental court martial 
shall have the rower to try c;;pital cases, or commissioned 
officers; neither ~hall they inflict a fille exceeding one 
month's pay, nor imprison, nor put to hard labour, any 
nOll-commissioned od1cer or soldier, for a longer time 
than one month. 

ART. 68. Whenever it may be found convenient and 
necessary to the publick serviee, the oHicers of the 
marine shall be associated with the officers of the land 
forces, for (he }mrpose of boldinO' courts martial and 
trying offenders belonging to eith~r; and in such cases 
the orders of the senior officers of either corps who may 
be present and <:luly authorized, shall be received and 
obeyed. 

A~T. 69. The judge advocate or some person deputed 
by lum, or by the gent'ral,.or off;cer commanding the 
army, detachment or garnsou, shall prosecute in the 
name of the name of the United States, but shall so far 
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,:onsider himself aD counsel for the prisoner, after the' 
sa.id prisoner shall have made his plea, as to object to 
any leading question to any of the witnesses, or any 
question to the prisoller, the answer to which might tend 
to criminate himself; and administer to each member 
of the court, before they proceed upon any trial, the 
following oath, which shall also be taken by all mem­
bers of the regimental and garrison courts martial. 

" You, A. B. do swear, that you will well and truly 
try and determine, according to evidence, the matter 
HOW before you, between the United State~ of America 
and the prisoner to be tried, and that you will duly ad­
miuister justice, according to the provisions of 'an act 
esta?!ishing rules and artides for the government of the 
armkS of the United States,' without partiality, favour 
or affection; aud if auy doubt s!:all arise, not explained 
by said articles, accordillg to your conscieuce, the best 
of your understanding and the custom of war, in like 
cases; and you do further swear, that you will not di­
vulge the seateace of the court uutil it shall be publish­
ed by the proper authority j neither will you disclose or 
discovcr the vote or opinion of any particular member 
of the court martial; unless required to give evidence 
tbereof as a witness, by a court of justice, in a due course 
of law. 80 help you God." 

And as soon as the ~aid oath shall have been adminis­
tered to the respective members, the president of the 
court shall administer to the judge advocate, or person 
ofiiciating as such, an oath III the following words: 

" You, A. B. do swear, that you will not disclose or 
discover the vote or opinion of allY partIcular member 
of the court martial, unless required to give eVIdence 
thereof as a witness, by a court of justice, in due course 
of Jaw. Nor divulge the sentence of the court to any 
but the proper authority, un~i1 it shall be dilly disclosed 
by the same. So help you God." 

ART. 70. When any prisoner arraigned before a gen­
eral court martial shall, from obstinate and deliberate 
design stand mute or answer foreign to the purpose, the 
court ~ay proceed to trial and judgement as if the pris­
oner had regularly pleaded oot guilty. 

ART. 71. When a member shall be challenged by t\ 

30 
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prisoner, he must state his cause of challenge, of which 
the court shall, after due deliberation, determine the 
relevancy or validity, and decide according:l)'; and no 
challenge to more than one member at a time shall be 
recei \"ed by the court. 

ART. 72. All the members of a court martial are to 
behai-e with decency and calmness; and in giving their 
votes, are to begin with the youngest in commission. 

ART. 73. All persons who give evidence before <1 

court martial, are to be examined on oath or affirmation 
in the following form: 

"You swear, or affirm, (as the case may be) thc 
('vidence you shall gin in the cause now in hearing, shall 
be tbe truth, the ,,,hole truth, and nothing but the truth. 
80 hey) you God." 

AUT. 74. On the trials of cases not capital, befoft' 
courts martial, the deposition of witnesses not in the 
lin~ Of stafl of the army, may be t:ll,en before som'c 
justice of the peace, and read in c\-idence; provided, 
the prosecutor and person accused are pn',ent at the 
taking the sflme, or are duly notified thereof. 

ART. 75. ?\o oincer shall be tried but by a general 
COUll martial, nor by 0;::\C2rS of inferiour T3 ; liz , if it can 
be "",oild. ;\,or shall any proceedings or ;r:a1; be car­
rie l on excepting between the hour, of eigl.t in the 
morn;Lg and three i:l the afternoon, c:u:epllng in cases 
wh"h, in the opinion of the oilicer appointing the court 
111.': tial, requi;"~ immediate example. 

ART. 75. No person whatsoever shall w;e any me­
llac:·u;~ '\"0rI..1s, ~igns or gl--:'stUl'l:'s, in pr~sencc of a court 
mart;~I, or s'lall ouse any disorder or riot, or disturb 
th·"ic pIJ""e,]:!!;;" 0:1 the penalty of being pUliiobtd at 
the discreti.on or th': said court martial. 

Ai:'T.77. 'Yhenever any oriicc, ~!I":! b,: char~"cd v.ith 
a crime, he ohal1 be arrestcd and confined in his b'arracrc" 
quarl"l" ,or ten~, and deprived of his sword, by the 
c~.U"~":Il'.l[<2, onh.:er. A,l(l any o'hcer who shall leave 
Ill" confinement before he shall be set at liberty by I,i, 
cO'll'.nandm;; o'11ctr, or by a superiour offi'.:er, shall be 
cashIered. 

ART. 78. Xon-eommissioned officers and <,oldiers 
(,harged w~th .-rimes, .hall be connned until tried ilV ~ 
((lurt marhaI, or released by rroper authori1y. . 
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ART. 79. No ofiicer or soldier who shall be put in 
arrest, shall continue Ll cOllfinment more than eigh t 
days, or until such time as a court martial can be assem­
bled. 

)UL'f 80. No officer commanding a guard, or proyost 
martial, shall refuse to recei'.'e or 1,.G'·p ~tIly prisoner'l'IIl­
mittl'd to his charg(' U) all oHicer . ,~]on:;itl::; to the !,Jrcc, 
of the Unit~d Sta[~s; pro"'il:ea tile OIC·(,Cl' comru' .Iing 
siJall, at the same time, deliver an account in WI i "llg, 
Sigth:d by himself, of the crime wi ell 'which the ,;.lid 
pri"ulJer is charged 

A"T 81. No officer commanding a guard, or Illo;o:;( 
martial, sInli presume to rdea~e any person committed 
to his charge, without proper authority for so doing, nor 
shaIl he suil~r auy perSOll to escape, on the penali.y of 
bC1U:; puniCil1('d for it by tI,e senkncc of a court 111ar­

,tial. 
ART. 82. Every olflcer or provost martial, to whose 

charge prisoners ohall be committed, shall widlin twen­
ty-four hours aiter such commitment, or as soon a.-: he 
sh~ll be relieved from his guard, wake report in writ­
in:!;, to the commanding onicer, Df their names, their 
crimes, alld t:1C !lames of the officers who com'milted 
them, on the penalty of being pUllished for disobedi­
ence or neglect, at the discretion of thc court martIal. 

AHT. 83. Any commissioned o,~ eer convil'tl'd before 
a general court martial of conduct unbecoming an olfi-· 
cer and a gentleman, shall be dismissed the service. 

ARl'. 8-1. L1 cases where a court martial may think it 
proper to sentence a commis,ioned officer to be w"pend­
ed from command, they shall have power also to sus­
pend his pay and emoluments from the same time ac~ 
cording to tlle nuillrc and heinou~!less of the ofience. 

ART. 8.5. In all cases where a commissioned officer i, 
cashiered for cowardice or traud, it shall be added in 
the sentence that the crime, name, and place of abode, 
and punishrdcnt of the delinquent, be published in. th,> 
newspapers, in and about the camp, and of the partIcu­
lar State from which the offender came, or where he us­
ually ree,id'cd, afL"r which it shall be qeemed scandalous 
for an officer to associate with him. 

ART. 86. The commanding olticer of any post or de-
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:achment, in which there shall not be a number of of-
5cers adequate to form a general court martial, shall in 
~ases which require the cognizance of such a court, re­
rort to the commanding otticer of the department, who 
;hall order a court to be assembled at the nearest post or 
ietachment, and the party accused with necessary wit-
1esses, to be transported to the place where tht' said 
~ourt shall be assembled. 

ART. 87. No person shall be sentenced to suffer death 
)lit by the concurrence of two thirds of a general court 
nartial, nor except in the cases herein expressly men­
ion"d ; nor shall more than fifty lashes'" be inflicted on 
my offender, at the discretion of a court martial; and 
10 officer, non-commissioned officer, soldier, or follower 
)f t:,,~ army, shall be tried a second time for the samt' 
)ffence. 

ART, 88. No person shall be liable to be tried and 
lUllished by a general court martial for any olfence 
IVhirh sllall appear to hal'", been committed more than 
wo years before the issuing of the order for such trial, 
mless the person by rpa<nn of having: absented himself, 
Ir ,;ome other manifest impediment, shall not have been 
cmenable to justice within that ,period. 

ART. 89. Every officer authorized to order a general 
:ourt martial, shall have power to pardon or mitigate 
my punishment ordered by such court, excep· the ',en­
em'e of death, or of cashiering an officer; \\,h;c11, ill 
he cases where he has authority, (v\' article 65) to carry 
hem into execution, he may suspend until the plea"ure 
If the President of the United SLtes can be kno\\ n ; 
vhich suspension, together with copies of the proceed~ 
ngs of the court martial, the s~jd officer shall immeJi­
Ltely transmit to the PrpsiJent for his determination. 
\.nd t~e Colonel or commaIldinf:( ol1icer of the regiment 
l.r garnson, where any regimental or garrison rourt mar­
.Jal shall be held, may pardon or mitigate any punish­
nent ordered by sueh court to be inflicted. 

Ar<T. 90. Every Judge Advocate, or person offiCiating 
lS such, at any general court martial, shall transmit, with 

..l::Pul\i~hment by !:trjpes or la~hes not anowetl-eee act CO"'O::-I'e~~ 
'lay 16,)8r'.', ~ 
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as much expedition as the opportuuityof time and dis­
tance of place can admit, the original proceedings and 
sentence of such court martial, to the Secretary of War, 
which said original proceedings and sentence shall be 
carefully kept and preserved in the office of the said Sec­
retary, to the end that the persons entitled thereto may 
be enabled, upon application to the said office, to obtain 
copies thereof. 

The party tried by any general court martial, shall 
upon demand thereof made by himself, or by any person 
or persons in his behalf, be entitled to a copy of the sen­
tence and proceedings of such court martial. 

ART. 91. In cases where the General or commanding 
officer may order a court of inquiry to examine into tht' 
natu~e of any transaction, accusation or imputati.: 
against any otticer or soldier, the said court shall con,Sl 
of one or more oiflcers, not exceeding three, and a J dge 
Advocate, or other suitable persoll as a record·>r, to -"~uce 
the procee,dings and evidence to writing, ~ Ll c w 10m 
shall be sworn to the faithful per:-oflnance o~ t1lf .duty. _ 

. In W1tnQi---

Tlus court shall ha ve the same power to sum' -h But 
ses as a court mar.tial, an~ to e::<a~nine the~~e~i~'of the 
they shall not gIve theIr opllllOn on th.1ally required. 
;ase, exc.e~"e: they shall be thereto S[t~d to cross ex­
The partIes. ac·;use<l ehall also be pe~ as to investigate 
aunne , and lIlterrogate the witn,;s~e 
fully the circumstances in questi,d. f' . , • t 

A f' 'ourt 0 IllqUll Y mllS 
RT.92. The proceedjPo~ 0 3' d d 

be authenticated bv .at! signatu1: of the Reco r 
effif an . 

P · d I' d 'omm?>"illllg 0 cer, the res](-Icut, ,.",1 e Ivere to tie c 'tt d 'd 
d h 'd d' b ,J.111 e as eVl ence 

au t e sm procee lUgS may .e ~t I r e.-tendl·n'" to . I . ,t "apI a , O.C b 

~y a ~ou~t .martJa , III c~ses 11rovided that the circum-
the dIsmISSIOn of an oftic"'~ P, u cannot be obtained. 
stances are such? th,,: oral .e'b

tllllo 
y rted to dishonour,. 

B t t of InqUIry >lay e perve 
u as cour s > 'd d as enaines of de-

able urposes and may be cOIlSI ere '" 
~ ~l'" erit in the hands of weak and en­

struchon to ml ltar.' m , I b prohij,ited unle,' . d Is they are lere Y' , --
VIOUS cornman an", f h U 'tpa States or de-
directed by the Preo)dell! 0 t e nl - , 
manded by the accused. d h II' ., 

'fh J doc- Advoi·;tt." or Recor er s a ao.-
ART. 93. e u ,,- I' (T th' 

minister to the members the fol OWlllo oa • 
30* 
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" You shall, will, and truly examine and inquire, ac­
~ording to your evidence, into the matter now before you 
Nithout partiality, favour, affection, prejudice, or hope 
)f reward. So help yfm God." 

After which the President shall administer to the 
r udge Advocate, or Recorder, tI,e following oath: 

" You, A. B. do swear, that you will, according to 
yOUI best abilities, accurately and impartially record the 
Jro"l'edings of the court, and the evidence to be given 
.n the case in hearing. So help you God." 

The witnesses shall take the same oath as witnesses 
;worn before a court martial. 

ART. 94. When any commissioned officer shall die 
": be killed in the service of the United States, the Ma­
r)'?f the regimen.t, or the 0,1, eel' doing the l\lajor's dut~, 
III ~absence, or III any post or garllson, the secolld of­
fice I ,l"fommand, or the assistant military agent, shall im­
lUlCd.<>., y secure alillis et1~octs or equilJl,age theu in camp 
or quurlC . • -
r ' ,'h~' and shall make an !lJ\'entory thereof, and lort \Wlt, ' , 

. 't f ,\-~nsmlt the same to tbe office of the Depart-
t;~;;'r: rna ~o the end, that his executors or adminis­

}~T. l5-{;'e the same. 
sold'!'er, shail dj~.en any, Don:commissioned offi(,pr, ~r 
ted Stat th " 'r be kIlled 1D the sen"o'" oJl the U DI-es, • e l~,~ •. f h t 
company, shall, lJ';\ommaudlllg oLiicer 0 t e roop, .0: 
sioned officers take \e presence of two other corn~ls 
I)O':'t':;,(~d of 'ab \r:count of what effects he died ,- , ove ' 
trall.'ill·. tb al~" and accoutrements, and 

,1c e same to X f 
war' which ~~ ff e otl,c!: of the d<'partment 0 

Paid' to the reprp' e ect.s re to be acclJuuteu for, ani 
-seLt,,,tJ\' , f h d d ',,,( d ffi 1::, 0 suc ecease non-corn-

m.",one 0 cer, or sola'" , Ad' f h 
f'" • '. n 1Il case any 0 t c o eeL, ~o authoflzed to tab f tl ffi f d 
',d fl' d I' ' "'U'e 0 le e ects 0 e-ceu,e 0 lcers an so dlers sl' ld 1.. ,C h h 

d ' h' , ·lU ""lore t ey ave ac-counte cO t elf representati\'es'«j th I 
SiOll to leave th' , r e same, lave occa-e regiment or J~ t b r 
othenvi"e they shall b" h r ,8, y pre,erment or , , elore t ev bl: . tt d t . 
the same, depo~it in the hands of Ii perml.e o,qUlt 
or of the assistant m Tt t e co:nmandlllg officer, 
d~cpa"pd non-COIl ,~I. ary agent, all the effects of such 

lllil,Sloned officer' 'd Id' . d th~t the" mu m b ' s all so lers, III or er 
, .J C ay e secured f d'd . 

spectlve representati res, or, an pal to theIr fe, 
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ART. 96. All officers, conductors, gunners, matrosses, 
·[rivers or other pt:rsons whatsoever, receiving payor 
hire, in the service of the artillery or corps of engineers 
of the United States, shall be governed by the aforuaid 
rules and articles, and shall be subject to be tried by 
courts martial, ill like maImer with the officers and 
soldiers of the other troops in the service of the united 
States. 

ART. 97. The officers and soldiers of any troops, 
whether militia or others, beiug mustered and in pay of 
the United States, shall, at all times amI ill aIlIJL.lces, 
whell joined, or acting in COlljUDctioD with the regular 
forces of the U oited States, be go...-el'lled by these rnleE 
and articles of war, and shall be subject to be tned by 
courts martial in like manner with the officers and ,ol~ 
diers in the legular forces, save only, that such lOllrts 
martial shall be composed entirely of mIlitia officers. 

ART. 98. All olfieers, serving by commi,siolJ from the 
authority of any particular State, shall, Oll all detach~ 
ments, courts martial or other duty, wherein they may 
be employed in COl1jull£tion With the regular forct" of 
the United States, take rank next after all officers ot hIe 
like grade in said regular forces, notwithstanding the 
commissions of such militia or State officers may be 
elder than the commissions of the officers of the regular 
forces of the United State~. 

ART. 99 .. All crimes not capital, and all disorder- and 
neglects which officers and soldlcrs may be guiltJ of, to 
the prejudice of good order alld military dlsciplinc/ 
though not mentioned in the foregoing articles of war! 
arc to be taken cognizance of by a general or reg;illl~ntal 
court martial, according to the nature and degree oj the 
offence and be punished at their discretion. 

AR/ 100. The President of the United Stat~s, shall 
have power to prescribe the uniform of the army. 

ART. 101. The foregoing articles are to be read. and 
published once in every six mouths, to every garnson, 
regiment, troop or company, mustered or to be mustered 
in the service of the U oited St,"tes, and are to be duly 
observed and obeyed, by all otjj.'e, i and soldier& who 
are or shall be in said service 

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That ill. time of 
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war, all persons not citizens of, or owing allegiance tv 
the Ullited States of America, who shall be found lurk­
ing as spies, in or about the fortifications or encampments 
of the armies of the United States, or any of them, shall 
suffer death, according to the law and usage of nations, 
by sentence of a general court martial. 

S t: c. 3. And be it further enacted, That the rules and 
regulations, by which the armies of the United States 
have heretofore been governed, and the resolves of Con­
gress thereunto annexed, and respecting the same, shall, 
henceforth, be void and of no effect, except so far as 
may rdate to any transactiens under them, prior to the 
promulgation of this act, at the several posts and garri­
sons respectively, occupied by any part of the army of 
the United States. 

NATHL. MACON. 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

S. SMITH, 

April 10, 1806. 
Pre~ident of the Senate, pro tern. 

Approved, TH. JEFFERSON. 



REGULA TION:s 

Of tlte lVaT Department, to be obseTt'ed in the a 1l0lNWCt 

oj barracks or quarters to the officers of the army. 

To a lVIajor General, four rooms and a kitchen. 
To a Brigadier General, three rooms and a kitchen. 
To an Aid-de-Camp, olle room. 
To the Adjutant General and Inspector General, ead, 

three rooms and a kitchell. 
To the Quarter .Master General, three rooms and a 

kitchen; and for his officers and clerks, two rooms. 
To each field officer, two rooms and a kitchen. 
To a hospital Surgeou, the same 
To the Adjutant and IIl"pector, ill addition to his al­

lowance as a field officer, olle room. 
To each Captain, one room; when commanding [\ 

separate post, in addition, a kitchen. 
To a Sllr;:eon, one room. 
To two subalterns, one room. 
To a Surgeon's l'Ihte, the 'arn,-' as a subaltern. 
To a subaltern, when commanding a ~eparate post, i" 

addition, a kitchen. 
To every mess of eight officers, one room and ~ 

kitc:lell, 
The offtcer highest in rank, to have the first choice of 

quarters. , . 
The fore~ojnO' regulatIOns to apply respectlvely to all 

corps, of "'hate~er denomination, belonging to the army 
of '.he United States. 

The following rate8 arc to !7OLwrn in tIle al101cances (I) 

ojfiars jnr the transportfltion of tlteir baggage, whell 
ordered on distant commands: 

To a Major General, 1250 Ii), 
at $2 per 100 Ibs. per 100 milt'S. 

To a Brigadier Gl'neral, Adj'Jtant General, 
Iuspector General) or Quarter l\'Iaster 
(;eneraJ , 100(1 
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To a Colonel, 750 Ibs. 
To a hospital Surgeon, 750 
To a Lieutenant Colonel, 600 
To a Miljor, 500 
To a Captain, 400 
To a S;lrgeon, 400 
To a >ubaltern, 300 
To a Surq;eon's Mate, 300 
To a Cadd, 200 
The most direct nost-route will reu.;ulate the distance. 

Cor the amount of t~anbPorlatjou, whether performed by 
laue! 01' water, unlt.'s8 publick traII';portation is fumidled. 

To el-ery officer ordered OIl general courts martial, 01' 

te;nporary commands, or on other duties on the sea­
board or in the Atlantid. States, there will be allowed 
him, if he so elect, ill lieu of the tranq:ortation of his 
bnggage, his stage hire. It must be u uderstood tbat no 
delay is to be made on the road, Either receipt> from 
the -St'1.~l' offices, or eertilicates on hOLlour of the per­
formance of the duty, must be produced 

A further allowance to orficers ordered on general 
courts martial and temp')!'cll'Y command, or other Juty, 
of one dollar aud tW'~llty-Li\-e cents per day to offit'ers 
who are not entitled to foruge, and oue dollar per day 
to ,uch as shall be entitled to {orag,", agreeably to the 
twenty-second section of tbe act fixing the military 
pettee estahlishment. As a \'oucher for the number of 
.lap an oilicer did sit on a general court martial, be must 
produce the certificate of the presidellt, or judge adyo­
('ate of the court. 

ilrrlin';1Ii'2 regulating (llid oscertaining the qurl1llilies (if 
st~lt,wn((ry /('hieh each officer sert:-illg in the arm!} of the 
[lItlcd /~'III!c, shall be (niitlailo rCCf'il'C annual/I/. 

T,o el-ery offieer commanding a separate p~st, the 
ga,won of which shall consist of no more than two 
companies, t~\elvc q,UlICS of writing paper, alld one 
blank book ot one qUIre of paper. 
(T T,o eye~y officer commanding a separate post, the 
",afnoon 01 WlliC~ _hall consi,st of more than two, and 
not more than five compames, twenty four quires of 
Jlaper, anu a Llank book containing two quires of paper, 
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To a Major General, thirty-six quires of paper, and 
three blank books, each of three quires. 

To a Brigadier General, twenty-four quires of paper, 
and two blank books, each of three quires , 

To the Quarter Master General, A(ijutant General, 
Inspector General and Adjutant Inspector of. til(' army, 
each, the stationary necessary in their respective de­
partments. 

To a Colonel, eighteen quires of paper, and a blank 
book of three quires. 

To a Lieutenant Colonel, twelve quires of paper, and 
a blank b00k of two quires. 

For the use of every military company, whether in 
garrison or otherwise, twelve quires of paper, and a blank 
book containing two quires of paper. 

For the use of every other commissioned officer in 
the army of the United States, two quires of ldter 

. paper, with a proportionate allowance of ink, quills and 
wafers. 

:For the llse of the Assistant Military Agent or Quarter 
:'IIaster, at every sepan.:e post, one blank book cOlltain­
ing two quires of paper. 

For the use of every onicer and garrison, a proportion 
of other stationary, at the rate of a dozen quills alld as 
many wafers to 'each quire of paper; and a l',,;wr of 
ink-powder to eac:] six f}uircs. 

Regnlatior.s reJjJ2c:inU extra. pIt!} and a1icl"(IIlCe to so/diu s 
'l.e/lelt ordeJ'ed Oil ('O,'/'J'tan! h~bu.'(j' for a terll1 no; {l'58 iluttl 
ten da.ys. , 
The non-comm;"sioncd officers and pn\'al<"I', \dlO 

may be drawn as artillccrs to work cow,tantly Oil fo.-tJJi­
cations, bridges, barracks, road~ or o(iJ,er publicI.. ,',orks, 
for a term not Ie,,:, than ti'" dC,Ys, ~)ur,Jay~ eXl'l'ptl'd, 
shall be allowed for each day's actu,,1 Llbonr, four! ;en 
cents and one ;..;ili of spirits C,ltiJ, in addition to their liay 
and rations. 

Other non-commis"ioned 0;;;('('1" and privates, not 
artifieers, who shall be drawn fo~ eO;lsLmt labou,r O[~ for­
tifications, roads, bridges, bar. ,~( ,;s or other pUiJ!tck 
works for a term not les~ thaI ;.\:1, Jays, Suudap ex­
\~epted, shall be allowed for each day's actlla.l labonr" 
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ten cents and one gill of spirits each, in addition to theil 
pax and rations .. 

,It shall be the duty of the officer cffilhnanding any 
suc~ working party, to have a regular account k\:pt, 
unBer his inspection, of every day's work performed by 
each non-commissioned officer or private; and to trans­
mit or deliver, monthly, a fair copy thereof to the mili­
tary or assistant military agent of the district or post in 
which the labour may be performed; which military or 
assistant military agent will pay, from the money in his 
hand~, or will draw the money on the said a.bstracts, and 
pay the non-commissioned ollicers and pri~'utes conform­
ably herewith. 

h is to be understood, that the extra daily pay and 
allowance is only to be ,::i'"en for actual days' work, and 
nOI: to be granted when frOill siekness or other causes, the 
work shall not actually be performed. 

Rules adopted by the President oj the Unitcd States, 
respecting PrulIIotions in the army. 

Promotions in the army of the United States shall 
hereafter be made agreeabl) to the regulations in fore.: 
prevIOus to those of the 3d of September, 1799, which 
"'cr·" promulgated in general orders, dated 9th of that 
month. 

Promotions to the rank of Capta.in shall be made re­
!;imentally; and to the rank of Colonel, in the lines of 
artIllery and infantry, respectively; the three different 
e,,[c;bl!shments being kepr distiDct. 

The officer n~.xt in r~Dk w~ll, on the happening of a 
vacancy, be consldered, III ordlllary cases, as the proper 
per~on to fili the same; but this rule may be subject to 
exceptions in extraordinary cases. 

The above rul.es for promotions in the infantry and 
artIlIe'fY, are applicable to the cavalry and riflemen. 
~o o(};cer .will co~sider himself a;, filling a vacancy, 

untll he reeet \"es notice thereof through the department 
of war. 

THE END. 
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