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SPEECH 
or 

HIS EXCELLENCY 

J 0 H N G R A V E S S I M C 0 E, Efquire, 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

of the Province of Upper Camda, £0'c. ~G". ~c. 
UPON OPENING THE FIRST SESSION' 

of the Legifiatul"e of the faid Province. 

~lIerday, the 18/h. Sep1fm'er, 1792• 

HfrNORAl!LE GEIllTLErlIEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

AN[') 

GENTLE:ltE"N OF THE HotrSf: 0-1' ASSEMBLY. 

I have fummoned you together, un­
der the Authority of an AEt. of the 
Parliament of Great Britain, )DaHed in 

the lafi Year, which has Efiablilhed the 
BritiIh Confiitution, and all the forms 
which few-re, and maintain it, in this 

difiant Country. 
The \l\Tifdom and Benefi:cenc-e of Our Mofi Gracious 

Sovereign, and the Britilh Parliament, have been eminently 
proved, not only in imparting to us the fame form of Go­
vernment; but alfo in fecuring the benefit, by the many 
Provifions that guard this lllelllorJ.ble AEt.: fo t hat the bleffings 
of our invaluabJe Confiitutiori thus proteCted, and amplified, 
we may hope, will be extended to the relllotefi Fonerity. 

The great and momentous Trufis and Dutie5 which have 
been committed to the Reprefentatives of this Province, in 
a degree infinitely beyond whatever, 'till this Period, have 
dillinguifhed any other Colony, have originated from the 
Britifh Nation upon a jufi confideration of the Energy, and 
Hazard, with which its Inhabitants h.we fo confpicuoufly 
fupported and defended the Britij,h Conftitution. 

It 
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It is from the fame Patriotifm, now called upon to exercife 
with due deliberation, dod JOlefight, the nriolls offices of 
Civil adminiflration, that your fellow SubjeBs of the Bntiih 
Empire expea the Foundations of th3t Umunof InduHry and 
'Ve.ilth, ot Commerce and Power, which' may lall: through 
all f ucceeding ages. 

The nJtural Advantages of the Province of Upper Canada, 
are inferior to none on thisfide of the Atldntic; there can be 
no fepar.tte Interefl through its, whole extent; the Britijh 
form of Gover-nment has prepared the way for its fpeedy Co­
lonization and, I trull, thdt your fofienng care will improv~ 
the favorable fituation,and that a Hum.erous, and agricultural 
People wdl fpeedily take poffefIion of a Soil, and Climate, 
which under the Britifh Laws, and the Munificence with 
which His l\Iajefl:y has granted the Lands of the Crown,o.ffer 
fuch manifefl, and peculiar Encouragements. 

THE ADD R E'S S 
OF THE HONORABLE THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

of the Province of Upper Canada, in Anfwer to 
His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor's Speech, 

upon opening the firflSeJJion 0 f the Legijlature of the faid Province 

WedlleJday, the 19th. September, 17-92. 

TO HIS EXCELLENCY 

J 0 H N G R A V E S S I M CO E, Efquire" 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

of the Province of Upper Canada, C!i'c. C!i'c. C!i'(. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 'TO permit the Leginatiye Council to exprefs their 
congratulations to your Excellency upon your arrival 
in this Province, and taking upon, yourfelf the 
Superintendance of Affairs; and alfo to offer their 

dutiful acknowledgments to his Majefiy for having appointed 
a Charaaer of fuch tried Loyalty, aud known Attachment to 

the 
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the Britifh Confiitution, and all the forms which {ecme and 
maintain it, to reprefent hi~ Authority upon the firl1 Ef­
tablifhment of this Pwvince. 

We acknowledge, with Admiration and Gratitude, that the 
'Vifdom and Ben~eficence orOur Moll: Gracious Suvereign, 
and the Britilh Parliament, have been eminently proved; not 
only in imparting to us. the fame form of G?vernment; but 
alfo in fecuring the benefit by the many Provlfions !hat guard 
this memorable Aft; fo.that the Blellings of our Invaluable 
Conl1itl)tion thus protected, and amplified, we may hope, will 
be extended lathe remotefi Poflerity. 

"Te are gratified in being apprized that the great 3!1d mo­
mentm.is Trufts, and Duties, which have been commItted to 
the Repreientatives of this Province, in a degree infinitely 
beyond whatever, 'till this Period, have diflinguifhed any 
other Colony, have originated from the Britiih Nation, upon 
3 jufl confideration of the Energy and Hazard with which 
its Inhabitants have fo cOllfpiGl.H~uily fupported, and def~ nded 
the Britiih Conflitulion. 

'Ve hope to exert the fame Spirit of Patriotifm in the 
various OHices of Ci,-il Adminilhation; and that our 
fellow Subjec-ls of the Britilh Empire may not be dir.~p­
pointed in t.heir ExpeClatiolls of !h.lt Union of Indull:ry and 
V/e-dth, of Commerce and Power, which may bi[ through 
all fucceeding ages. 

\Ve hope tl13t the experience of future ye~rs will {be", th.lt 
the natural advanta.ges of the Province of Upper Canada are 
inferior .to none Oli this fide of the Atlantic; and that there 
can be no fepar:tte Interell: through its whole extent. The 
Britiih form of Government having prepdred the W~I\' for its 
fpeedy Coloniz3tion, we per[uadeourfelves that our (uiierincr 
care will improve the favorable fituation, and that a nU1llerou~ 
and agricultural people will fpeedily tlke poIfeffion of a SOil 
and Climate, which under the BritiIh Lnvs, and the Munifi­
cence with which His M:Jje/ty has grallted the Lllds of the 
Crown, offer {uch manifefl:, and· peculiar Advantages. 

WILLIAM OSGOODE, SPEAKER. 

TO 
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TO WHICH 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
was plea fed to Return the following ANSWEIl. 

HONORABLE GENTLEMEN, 

THE Sentiments of Duty to His Majefiy, and Attachment 
to the Britii1J Confiitution, which you have exprelfed, give 

me the mon [ncere fatisfaBion. 
I beg leave to return my Thanks for your Congratulations 

0!1 my Amval to take upon me the Government of the Pro· 
Vlllce, and for the obligin.g manner in which you have ex .. 
prelfed them. . 

IU.au 

THE ADDRESS 
OF THB HOUSE OF ASSE:\1BLY 

of the Province of Upper Canad(!, ill Anfwer to 
His Excelle-ncy the Lieutenant Governor's Speech 

upon ooening the firfl Semon of tbe Legiflature. 

WedlltJday, thf! J91h. September., 1792. 

TO HIS EX C E L LE N C Y 

J 0 H N G R A V E S S I M C 0 E" Efquire, 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

of the Province of Upper Canada, (5e. (3e. (5e. 

MAY IT PLEAS": YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

W E the Reprefentatives of the Commons of t',he Pro.:" 
vince of Upper Canada, in general Aif~mb}y con-

. vened, mort fenfibly flattered by the fhong TefH­
mony uf His l\13jdly's paternal Tendernefs for this New 
Province in the choice he h;:s gracioufly been pleafed to make 
of your Excellency to prefide over it's infant Progrei!;, beg 
leave to congratulate your Excellency, as we do ourfelves, 
upon 1'0 dirtinguifhed a mark of the Royal Favor. We anti·.­
cipate the perfanal fatisfaA.ion of all Hi's Majelly's Loyal 
SutjrFts,in this extended Settlement, in finding their political 
Interel1s, aud military ProteCtion, confided to the United 

CharaCters 



( 7 ) 

CharaRero; of a BritiCh Semtor, and Soldier. And we beg 
leave to affure your Excellency, that our per[onal Endedvors 
filail not be wantinO" to render the fatisfaEtion mutlldl, it it 
may depend on a fie~dy, and uniform [upport of every mea[ure 
which Iball tend to firengthen our UOion with the puent 
Kingdom, and add our mite to its Splendor, and Glory. 

J. M'DONELL, SPEUER. 

TO WHICH 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
was plea fed to make the following ANSWER. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I Am much gratified by the Expre'Tions of Loyalty to His 
MJjefiy's Government contained in your An[wer to my 

Speech, and am highly obliged in the confidence, which you 
tepofe in my £'\ppointment to the Adminifl:ration of 'the 
Government of Upper Canada. 

SPEECH 
OF 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
1 OH N G R A V E S S I M C 0 E, E{quire, 

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

of the Province of Upper Canada, l""c. (,-.?c. f3c£ 

UPON PROROGUING THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND ASSEMBLY. 

Monday, the 15th. OCtober, 1792. 

HONORABLE GENTLEMEN OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

AND 

GENTLEMEN OF THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. 

I T is with very great Satisfaction that I have conficiered 
the ACts which yuu hdve found expedient to frdme, and 
to WhICh, in confeqllence of the Puwer deJegJted to me 

I have this day given my anent that they Ihall become LJ\\'~ 
of the Province of Upper Canada. ' As 
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As the Divilion which His Majefiy, in his \Vifdom, thought 
proper to make of the late Province of Quebec, obviated all 
111~ollveniences, and laid the foundation for the Efl:aLlil}lment 
of the Engli[h Laws in this Province, it is natural to ptefume 
that you would feize the firfl: opportunity to impdrt that 
benefit to your fellow Subjetis, and by the Atl to efl:ablilh 
Tri,d, by Jury, and Ly that whici1makes the EnglilhLaw 
the Rule of Deciiion in all Matters of'Controverfy relative to 
froperty an.:! Clvil Rights, 'you have fully jufl:ificd the public 
ExpeEtation. Your other Acts {eeincalculated to prom.te the 
~ ellenl ". elfare, and cOl1venienceof the Province. 
~ His l\bjeHy, in his Benevolence, having direB:eda feventh. 
from fu..:h L1nds as Iha:1 be granted to ue referved,t? the 
Crown, for the public Benefit, it will become my Duty. t.9· 
t1ke thofe meafUles which 'ball app.ear to be neceffary to fulfill 
His Majefiy's Gracious Intentions, and I make no doubt but:· 
that as CitIzens and Magifl:rates, you will give every afTiflande; 
in your power, to carry into full effeB: a Syfl:em fro't71. \vhi'ch 
the Pj.lblic, and Poll:erity, muft derive fuch· peculiar 
odvantages. 

HONORABLE GENTLE~lEN, and 
GENTLE~IEN, 

I Cannot djfmifs you without earnefHydefiring you to pro-
. mote by Precept, andExample, among your refpeEhve Coun­

ties, the regular habits of Piety, and Morality; the fureft 
foundations of all Private, and public felicity ; and at this, 
juncture, I particularly recommend to you to exp,lain, that 
th IS Province is fillgularly blefl:, not with a 11)utilated Conf­
titutiol1, but wilh a .Cun'Hitution which has ·1tCiocfthe tefl: of 
Experience, and is the very Image, and Tranfcript of that of 
GlcJt Britain, by \\'hich lj,e has long ellabli.1Jed.,a~ld.f.ecured. 
to her SubjeCts as much Freedom and HappineJs as is pollible 
to be cnjoyed l under the fubordination necefIary to civilized 
Suciety. 

FIN I S. 
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