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R E p o R T. 

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
Expediency of encouraging Emigration from the United Kingdom, 
and to report their Observations thereupon to The House; and 
to whom the Reports of Sessions 1823, 1824, and 1825, on the 
State of Ireland, and the Employment of the Poor there; and 
also the Petitions and Memorials to the Colonial Department 
from Persons desirous of emigrating from the United Kingdom, 
were severally referred ;--HAVE, pursuant to the Order of the 
House, examined the Mattel:s to them referred; and have agreed 
to the following REP 0 R T : 

YOU R Committee are induced to consider that the following important 
Facts have been established by the Evidence which they have collected 

for the information of the Honse; 

First :-That there are extensive districts in Ireland, and districts in England 
and Scotland, where the population is at the present moment redundant; in 
other words, where there exists a very considerable proportion of able-bodied 
and active labourers, beyond that number to which any existing demand for 
labour can afford employment :-That the effect of this redundancy is not only 
to reduce a part of this population to a great degree of destitution and misery, 
·but also to deteriorate the general condition of the labouring classes ;-That by 
its producing a supply of labour in excess as compared with the demand, the 
wages of labour are necessarily reduced to a minimum, which is utterly insuffi
cient to supply that population with those means of support and subsistence 
which are necessary to secure a healthy and satisfactory condition of the Com
munity ;-That in England, this redundant population has been in part sup
ported by a parochial rate, which, according to the Reports and Evidence of 
former Committees specially appointed to consider the subject, threatens in its. 
extreme tendency to absorb the whole rental of the Country; and that in 
Ireland, where no such parochial rate exists by law, and where the redundancy 
is found in a still greater degree, a considerable part of the population is 
dependent for the means of support on the precarious source of charity, or is 
compelled to resort to habits of plunder and spoliation for the actual means 
of subsistence. 

Secondly :-That in the British Colonies in North America (including the 
Canadas, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward's Island) at the 
Cape of Good Hope, and in New South Wales, and Van Diemen's Land, 
there are tracts of unappropriated land of the most fertile quality, capable 
of receiving and subsisting any proportion of the redundant population of this 
-country, for whose conveyance thither, means could be found at any time, 
-present or future. 

404. Thirdly; 
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4 REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

Thirdly:-That while the English, Scotch and Irish evidence taken before 
Your Committee appears to establish the fact, that this redundant population 
is practically found to repress the industry, and even sometimes to endanger 
the peace of the mother Country; the Colpnial evidence -,which has been taken 
by Your Committee l!lliformly concurs in the opinion, that the industry and 
the safety of the Colonies will be materially encouraged and preserved by the 
reception of this population. The unemployed labourer at home necessarily 
consumes more than he produces, and the national wealth is diminished in 
that proportion. When transferI:ed to new countri~s, where soil of tlw tin.t 
quality of fertility is unappropriated, and where the rate of wages is conse
quently high, it will be fomld that he produces infinitely more than he con
sumes, and the national wealth will be increased by the change, if the Colonies 
are to be considered as integral paxts of the Nation at latge. 

If the foregoing po~,itions be correct, Your Committee feel justified in recom
mending the subject of Emigration to the most serious and deliberate consi
deration of the House, . as one obvious and immediate measure for correcting 
in some degree this redundancy of population, and for mitigating the numerous 
evils which appear to result from its existence. But in the prosecution of their 
examination of this most important and comparatively unexamined subject, 
they have not had either the time or the opportunity to perfect that scope of 
inquiry which would justify them in offermg to the House any specific recom
mendations, with respect to the manner in which it might be convenient to 
make any experiment of Emigration on an extended scale; they therefOle 
propose to limit themselves to an exposition of the principles. by which the 
examination of the evidence taken before them has been uniformly directed, 
and to a short enumeration of the points which have formed distinct objects 
of inquiry. 

They have considered that no system of Emigration could be recommended 
to tqe attention of Parliament, which was not essentially voluntary on the part 
of the Emigrants, and which did not relate to that part of the community 
which may be considered to be in a state of permanent pauperism. Theya160 
consider, that it would be in the highest degree desirable that any expense io
curred for the purpose of Emigration, to be contributed from national fundll, 
should be ultimately repaid; so that no gratuitous expenditure should be neces

'sary, except in cases which might justifiably be made exceptions to the general 
rule. It is true the Emigrations carried into effect in 1823 and 1825, under 
the superintendence of Mr. Peter Robinson, the details of which are to be 
found in the Appendix, were supported by Parliamentary grants of money, for 
which no repayment was pledged; but those emigrations were necessary for the 
purpose of experiment, and the justification of employing public money for 
that purpose was specially pleaded, on the ground of their being experiments 
which were necessary to precede any more extended scheme. The principal, if 
not the only o~jections which were raised against these experiments, rested on 
the ground of the expenditure of public money which they involved being 
unrepaid. 

Your Committee, therefore, did not pause to consider the question, whether 
the benefits which might be expected to accrue, both to the mother Country and 
to tbe Colonies, from a measure so calculated to benefit both parties, would be 
sufficient to justify an outlay of national. capital; but they proceeded to satisfy 
themselves with respect to the actual. expenditure incurred in the Emigntioll 
of 1823, (which, as an experiment, may be considered. to have entirely suc
ceeded) and to ascertain whether an equal. or a less expense incurred in subse-

quent 
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qUent, Emigrations could be coupled with arrangements to supersede the neces .. 
say of any ,National outlay without repayment. In illustration of the views 
which 'they entertain on this part of the subject, they beg tO'refer to the follow
ing Extract from an original Paper which was laid before the Committee of 
182 3, on the Employment of the Poor in, .Ireland~ which is given at length in 
the Appendix to this Report: 

'." IT is considered as unquestionable, that although this measure is not in the 
slightest degree compulsory, that the poor man who offers his strength and 
energy as a labourer, but who finding no demand, or at least no adequate 
demand, for his services, is compelled to receive " parish relief" for the 
preservation of his own existence and that of his family, will accept this oppor
tunity of bettering his condition, by laying the foundation for future indepen
dence, with eagerness and gratitude, when sufficient time has elapsed, and 
proper pains been taken to make him understand the true nature and character 
of the' change that is proposed for him. 

, , flIt is equally considered as certain, that parishes will anxiously accept this 
facility (as far as their own concurrence is required) of relieving themselves, at 
a slight annual expense, of any present and pressing redundancy of population, 
and also of securing for the future the effectual prevention supplied by this 
measure for any accumulation of labourers whose services they may be inca
pable ofrerrtunerating. 

" It is at once evident that this system of emigration could be made imme
diately applicable to Ireland and Scotland, provided that money was raised 
there for the purpose by local assessment, or that a specific tax was pledged 
for money lent for that purpose by the Government. 

" Although it may be argued, that there can be no actual redundancy of popu
lation as long as the waste lands in the mother country remain uncultivated, 
yet no person conversant with such subjects can contend that such redundancy 
does not now virtually, at least, exist; in other words, that there are not many 
.strong labouring men for whose ser~ices there is no adequate demand, and who 
<:annot be employed upon any productive labour that will pay the expenses of 
production; and if any person should feel alarm, that under the operation of 
such a measure too great a proportion of the population might be abstracted, 
they may rest assured not only that this measure can be suspended or limited at 
any time, but that in point of fact it has that suspensive power within itself; 
for, whenever there should exist at home an adequate demand for the services of 
'able-bodied men out of employ, whether from the increase of productive in
dustry or from the demands of war, or from any other cause, there would be 
nQ longer a temptation to emigrate. 

" It is also observed, that with such a system in regular and effective opera
tion, no inconvenience could ever again result to this country from a temporary 
stimulus 'being given at any time to the population which could not perma
'nently be sustained. It must not be forgotten, in a comprehensive view of such 
a system, that the pauper for whose labour no remuneration can be afforded at 
home, will be transmuted by this process into an independent proprietor, and 
at no distant period will become a consumer of the manufactured articles of his 
native country; nor, on the other hand, can any calculable period be assigned 
for the termination of such a system, until all the colonies of the British empire 
are saturated, and millions added to those who speak the English language, and 
carry with them the liberty and the laws and sympathies of their native 
country. 

\.I Such a system would direct the tide of emigration towards parts of th.e 
British empire which must be considered as illtegral, though separated' -by 

404. ' B geographical 
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geographical position. . T~e defence of these ~ol.onial ~ossessions ~ould ,be 
more easily supplied wIthIn themselves, and their IncreasIng prosperIty would 
not only relieve the mother country from pecuniary demands that are now indis
pensable, but that prosperity in its reaction would augment the wealth and the 
resources of the mother country itself." 

THE number of emigrants sent out in 1823, was 182 men, 143 women, 57 
boys between fourteen and eighteen, and 186 children under fourteen, forming 
together an aggregate of 568. The expense actually incurred for this emigration 
amounted, as will be seen in the Appendix, to £.12,593. 3 s. which was at the 
rate of 22/. 1 s. 6d. per head; the Estimate on which the vote was taken was at 
the rate of 801. per family, taking the proportion of a man, a woman, and two 
children for each family. That Estimate had been calculated with reference to the 
following details; a man 351., a woman 251., 2 children 14/. each, forming a total 
of 88/., from which a deduction had been made of a little more than 9 per cen~, 
on the supposition that a combined emigration would be found to be less expen
sive than an individual case; but the total absence of all previous preparations, 
'and a high rate of passage, carried the actual expense beyond the Estimate. It 
will however be observed, with respect to the emigrants actually sent out, that 
the men were beyond the proportion estimated; if that proportion had been 
preserved, the numbers would have been 142 men, 142 women, and 284 children, 
consequently the actual expense would have been £.12,496 instead of £. 13,347, 
and in that case the positive excess over the Estimate would have amounted to 
£. 1,136.-Various reasons have induced Your Committee to make their calcula
tions at tne rate of 20 I. per head: in making their calculations at that rate, 
which has peculiar relation to the colony of Upper Canada, Your Committee beg 
it may be distinctly understood, that they are by no means prepared to express 
an opinion that an emigration might not be carried on to Upper Canada at a still 
less rate of expense; for by taking the proportion in each family at 3 children, 
which Your Committee have reason to believe would be found to be a more ac
curate proportion than 2 children to each family, the expense would necessarily 
be reduced in proportion. But Your Committee are also of opinion that pre
vious arrangements, contracts upon an extended scale, especially if made for 
a series of years, and order and method introduced into the whole of the system, 
would enable a less sum to effect that which has been actually effected in the 
case of the emigration of 1823, where no facilities existed, except in the assist
ance ofthe local government of Upper Canada, and in the zeal and exertions of 
the superintendent, Mr. Peter Robinson. 

Your Committee would also observe, that the calculation of expense must 
necessarily vary in every different colony: the evidence shows that it would 
be diminished in Lower Canada, in New Brunswick, in Nova Scotia, and Prince 
Edward's Island ; but if 801. be taken as the maximum expense necessary to 
conve~ one man, one woman, and two children only to Upper Canada, and jf 
~he eV.Id~nceshould ~how that "that maximum" can be repaid, it follows, 
a jortzorz, that any mlDor expense can be repaid with greater'ease. 

With respect to New South Wales aud Van Diemen's Land, the distanc~ 
naturally creating so much additional expense in the passaO'e the calculatio~ 
ap~licable to North America in no degree whatever apply/:) t~ these Colonies. 
WIt? respect to the Cape, the only emigration contemplated has been,an ~mi
~atlon 9£ labourers rather than of cQlonists: which equally makes the calcula
IJ~D of Upper Canada inapplicable to that Colony. 'your Committee have 

- -, 
. sU~p'~sed 
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supposed that the· sum of 80 l~ could be- raised on annuity of 3/. 10 s. 9 d. for 
sixty years" interest being taken at four per cent; and under the supposition that 
such an annuity could be raised, their inquiries were directed to the question, 
'Whether, supposing that the payment of such annuity for the first seven years 
were secured, the situation of the emigrant head of a family would be such as 
to enable him to undertake the payment of this annuity for the remainder of the 
period, in liquidation of the debt contracted by him for his removal from the 
tnother Country to the Colony, and this without any prejudice or inconvenience 
to himself, it being provided, as a necessary collateral arrangement, that he 
might redeem that annuity at any time on the common principles of redemp
tion, thereby freeing his land from the charges which otherwise would 
~ontingently attach to it. 

An examination of the evidence before Your Committee will show that a large 
majority of the evidence which has been obtained upon this subject is in favour 
of such a repayment being practicable, and that there would be little difficulty 
in collecting it,. provided it were to be clearly explained that it was in the 
nature of a repayment of a debt contracted, rather than in the character of rent 
for land. 

It will also be found to be generally stated, that in the case of an emigrant 
leaving the land at the expiration of seven years, when the repayment by the 
terms of the proposition would commence, the improvement of his cultivation 
for seven 'years would make the land itself an adequate security for such re
payment. 

It may be necessary to mention in this place, that with respect to the sum 
advanced by the emigrant, Your Committee never contemplated an actual re
paym~nt of money to 'be transmitted to England, but a payment which should 
be applied in the colony for purposes which it is now necessary to defray 
exclusively from the funds of the mother Country. In pursuing the subject 
in this point of view, Your Committee were not only influenced by the con
sideration of the advantage of securing a practical repayment of any money 
which might be supplied from the national funds for this national object, but 
also by the conviction that the industry of the emigrant would be more effec
'tually stimulated and confirmed by subjecting him to the repayment of the 
greater part of the debt incurred, the particulars and nature of which debt could 
be distinctly explained to him previously to his being received as a candidate 
for emigration, and which debt, if it be duly analyzed, will not be found to 
differ in principle from any other debt which may be incurred by any individual 
for the object of bettering his own condition and that of his family. 

The inquiries of Your Committee were then directed to the consideration, 
whether the payment of the annuity for the first period, namely, seven years, 
could be obtained from those parties at home who were specially benefited by 
the removal of the redundant population. Your Committee feel it hardly 
necessary to observe that the cases of England, Ireland, and Scotland essentially 
differ from each other in this respect. In England, the poor-rate affords an 
immediate fund which can be made applicable to the repayment of any expense 
incurred for emigration; the evidence of Mr. Hodges, the Chairman of the PP·133, 18~,& IS ... 

West Kent Quarter Sessions, is so copious and satisfactory upon this subject, 
that Your Committee have only to call the particular attention of the House to 
it; and although Mr. Hodges' observations are limited to a particular district in 
Kent and Sussex, it will be found that the principle will apply generally to any 
part of England where a redundant population is found to exist. In Scotland 
a poor-rate exists, though so modified by local circumstances, and so varyi~g 
~ ~ 
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in itS practical execution, as to make it very doubtful whether it cOuld :bemade 
applicable in the same manner as the English poor-rate for such repayment. . 

, In Ireland the case is entirely different; nothing in the nature of a poor-r.te 
exists by law; and therefore voluntary consent on the part of the proprietors of 
land towards any contribution for the purpose of emigration, must there, a(5 

well as in Scotland, be indispensable. In the case of Ireland, whether sq.cP 
voluntary contribution were made by individuals, or by local assessments, to 
which individuals might be consentient, the principle of voluntary consent still 
remains necessary as part of the measure. Your Committee therefore beg to call 
the particular attention of the House to the very important evidence which they 
have received with respect to the state of that country. It will be found uniformly 
stated in that evidence, that the evils of pauperism are not less felt in Irel,and 
In consequence of the non-existence of a parochial fund for the support of the 
'poor; all the attributes of the most unbounded pauperism are to be found 
there; mendicancy, with all its train of evils, occasional outrage, habits of 
'idleness, even in those for whose labour some demand exists, and a character 
of destitution and misery pervading all the lower classes of society. It is also 
to be observed, that in a pecuniary point of view an indirect burthen is imposed 
;upon that part of the country where a redundant population exists. Your 
Committee therefore trust that the most deliberate attention of the Proprietors 
of land in Ireland will be called to this subject, and that they may be induced 
to ma~ voluntary contributions for the purpose of emigration, as a relief from 
those burthens which, though not legally imposed, are yet found practically to 
press upon them from the superabundance of the pauper population. 

Your Committee at the same time are fully aware that neither the parishes in 
England or in Scotland, nor districts or proprietors of land in Ireland, will be 
induced to contribute for this purpose, unless it can be demonstrably shown that 
their interests, both general and pecuniary, wilt be benifitted by such contribu
tion. Your Committee have no hesitation in expressing their opinion, that the 
general tenor of the evidence received by them justifies the expectation that 
such benefit will be thereby derived. 

, There is however one special point of view with respect to Ireland, to which 
Your Committee feel it necessary to call the attention of the House; it is that 
of a proprietor who is legally entitled to eject a redundant pauper population, 
which has been surreptitiously introduced into his property, but who, at the 
same time that he feels that his own interest and that of his family are mate
rially involved in the removal of this population, shrinks from the exercise of 
his undoubted legal right, from his dread of the consequences which must 
attach to them from their removal. 

In such a state of circumstances, which Your Committee have reason to 
J:>elieve is not of unfrequentoccurrence, they cannot but contemplate the public 
.advantage that would be derived from enabling such a measure on the part of 
,an individual to be carried into effect, to the mutual benefit of the party dis'
possessing and of the party dispossessed; and they entertain the most confident 
expectation that a careful examination into this part of the subject, on the part 
of the Irish proprietors, will convince them that their own interests will be 
'consulted bya contribution towards the expense of the emigration of such 
tenants. " 

With reference to this ~articular part of the subject, Your Committee beg to 
advert to an Act passed 10 the present Session, intituled, " An Act to amend 
the Law of Ireland respecting the As~ignment and Sub-letting of. Lands and 

Tenements." 
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'fenements.U This ,Act was specially'foundedupon· the evidence taken'before 
the Committe.es on the state of Ireland,' and has met with the entire concurrence 
of both Houses of Parliament. It provides against the recurrence of the evil 
which' has been described in the preceding paragraphs. But the House will 
liot 'fail to remark, that all the advantages that may be derived from this Act 
will be diminished, if not rendered absolutely nugatory, unless a well organ
ized system of Emigration should be established concurrently with the measure 
~tself. With respect to the disposition of the tenantry ejected under such cir
~umstances, Your Committee have to observe that the uniform testimony they 
have received from the evidence, from the petitions submitted to them, and 
from other sources of information, has induced them to believe that the know
ledge, which is now generally disseminated, of the advantages which the 
emigrants of 1823 and 1825 have experienced, will be sufficient to induce 
not only any paupers who may be ejected under such circumstances, but all of 
the 'more destitute classes of the population in Ireland, to avail themselves 
with the utmost gratitude of any facilities which may be afforded for emigration. 
pn this point Your Committee beg to transcribe an extract from a letter ad
dressed by Colonel Talbot, the founder of the Talbot Settlement in Upper 
Canada, to a member of Your Committee, with respect to the Emigration of 
1823 and 1825 :-" I accompanied Sir Peregrine Maitland last winter on a 
" tour of inspection to the new Irish emigrant settlements, about 1 00 miles 
" . below York. I was anxious to see how they were getting on, and whether 
" the scheme of transporting the poor of Ireland to this country was likely to 
" prove beneficial or not, and was happy to find them doing admirably. These 
" people were sent out last summer, about 2,000 souls, and did not get on 
" their land until late in November; -all of them that I saw had snug log huts, 
~, and had chopped each between three and four acres, and I have every 
" reason to think that they will realize a comfortable independence in the 
~'course of this year, and be of no further cost to the government; and it 
" was satisfactory to hear them expressing their gratitude for what was done 
'-' for them." 

To revert to the subject of the repayment, by the emigrants, of part of the 
expense incurred. Your Committee are fully aware that 'such repayment 
could alone be-made practicable under the circumstance of an adequate market 
being found for the increased productions of the colonies, arising from th~ 
cultivation of the land by each successive series of emigrants; they have, 
therefore, directed a very extensive examination into this ,particular branch of 
inquiry. The evidence of Mr. Uniacke upon this subject, as connected with pp. 37,63 & 64-. 
the ·Fisheries, will be found to be very. interesting and satisfactory. 

Your Committee thought it of paramount.importance to inquire whether the 
result of EUligration on an extended scale, carried into effect from year to year 
by fresh .importations of emigrants, would not involve a material diminution of 
~he expense incurred in each successive year, .with reference t«;> the numbers 
,emigrating; and whether, in point of fact, a well organized system of emigration 
pnce established, would not carry. itself on without extraneous assistance,or at 
least with .ass.istance reduced to a very small amount, as compared wi~h, its 
pr~ginalamount~ Their inquiries, therefore, have been. especially directed. to 
this poin~ ; and it will be found that the general tenor of the evidence .is iJ.1 
-favour of th.e probabil~t.Y of a. material diminution of expense in each .succ,ess~ve 
It," 

. Your Committee being fully aware that one popular'obJecti{)nw'hi~h keon
ti~al1y offered to any system of Emigration on an eXtended ·scale~ IS the kgfi-
'\ C . .404- . ment, 
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ment, that the benefit would be only temporary, and that the temponiry vacuum' 
would be rapidly filled up, felt it necessary to direct their inquiries to the' 
consiueration of such collateral measures, both of a legislative and of a practicat 
nature, as might be calculated to repress, if not to prevent, that tendency; they 
have therefore pursued their inquiries very extensively, and have been fortunate. 
enough to collect very valuable evidence on this branch of the subject. 

Your Committee were also aware that a popular objection exists to Emigration" 
on the ground, tLat the numbers to be taken away for the purpose of produci~g 
any benefit, must be necessarily so great as to prevent the possibility of any 
practical measure sufficient for the purpose. Your Committee therefore (without 
expressing any opinion whatever on this point) have directed their inquiries to 
this investigation, as comprising an element of primary importance in the 
consideration of Emigration as a national measure. 

This part of the subject may be illustrated by the following hypothetical 
statement. If a district be admitted to require only nine hundred labourers for 
its adequate cultivation, and if a thousand are found to exist there, who are all 
more or less employed, it i" evident, whether the case be supposed to happen iIi 
England or in Ireland, that the fund for the remuneration of labour in that district 
is divided among a thousand instead of nine hundred persons; the consequence 
may and probably will be, that the whole one thousand will receive less than 
would be adequate to support them, and that they may all present an appearance 
of want and destitution; but if one hundred labourers be removed from this' 
district, and by that operation the supply of labour be pl'Oportioned to the real 
demand, the wages of labour will necessarily rise, and the condition of the 
remaining nine hundred may be materially improved; and what is of more 
iinportance; the actual work executed by those nine hundred labourers, -in their 
improved condition, may and will be equal, if not superior, to that which was 
executed by the whole one thousand in their state of comparatively unte~' 
mimerated service. In illustration of this subject, reference also may be made 
to the Report, printed in 1824, of the Select Committee appointed to inquire 
into the practice which prevails in some parts of the country, of paying the 
Wages of labour out of the Poor-rates, &c. 

Your Committee observed in the Reports of the Committees appointed, in 
1 ~ 17 and 1819, to consider of the Poor Laws, that a strong opinion was ex .. 
pressed as to an extension, unlicensed by actual law, of the relief afforded to 
able-bodied paupers, under which much of the evils incident to the Poor Law 
system have been considered to arise; &nd they thought it would be expedient 
to inquire in what manner and to what degree a well organized system of 
Emigration from England would facilitate the appropriation of the poor-rates 
according to their 'original application, as contended for by those Committees; 
and how far it might be found practicable to mortgage the poor-rates for the 
purpose of relieving the parishes from their superabundant population. They 
have therefore made particular inquiries on these points: and here they have 

P.133. again to revert to the valuable evidence of ~fr. Hodges, who has shown that 
voluntary efforts have already been made for this special purpose; that within 
his knowledge, parishes have furnished money from the poor-rates for the 
purpose of facilitating Emigration; and that the emigrants, availing themselves 
of those facilities, had proceeded to the United States of America. Y onr Com
mittee presume that it would be unnecessary to argue in favour of any deter
mination of Emigrants to our own colonies, provided it can be shown that the 
eJlpense necessary to be incurred will not be so great as that which is necessary 
in their removal to the Ullited States. 

An 
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An application was made to Your Committee by the Columbian Agricultural 
Association, with reference to' the subject of receiving Emigrants on the lands 
located to them in Columbia; and Your COI.nmittee beg to refer to the evidence 
of Sir Robert Wilson, upon this point. p. 101. 

Your Committee beg also to inform the Hous~, that during the course of their 
investiga.tion, they received an application from Mr. -Chambers, a Police M~gis-
trate, requesting to be examined upon the subject of that ,numerous .class of 
persons in the Metropolis, chiefly under age, who, being thrown upon the p. 83. 

streets in perfect destilution, soon resort to crimes for their support. A c1ass so 
numerous, and whose case is so lamentable, deserves the attention of Parlia-
ment as one of those 'special cases which must be either left to the benevolence 
of charitahleinstitutions, or of Parliament, to supply those funds for the first 
period of emigration, which (as already explained) the Committee are disposed 
to recommend should be furnished by the individuals specially benefited by the 
removal of the Emigrants. 

They would also beg to refer to the evidence of Mr. Bodkin, the secretary of 
~he Mendicity Society, upon this subject. . 

It will be observed from the examination of the Evidence, that in the event of 
any general meaSUl'e of Emigration being carried into effect, it has been sug
gested to the Committee, that several legislative measures might, under certain 
m,odifications, be introduced as auxiliaries to the object; such, for example, as 
to enable parishes in England to mortgage their poor-rates for the purpose of 
forming a fund for the emigration of their poor; to enable tenants for life in 
rreland and Scotland to charge their estates for that object; to enable parishes 
~n Ireland and Scotland to effect a similar charge, subject to the consent of some 
defiJ;lite .proportion of the contributors; to provide some means for regulating 
the erection of cottages in those agricultural parishes where rates may be mork 
gaged for the purposes of emigration; to establish a Board of Emigration, with 
protectors of emigrants; to hold a lien on the lands allotted ·to the emigrants 
as a security until the original debt be liquidated, such lien to be in the nature 
of a land tax redeemable at any time at a certain rate of redemption; to legalise 
apprenticeships, in no case to exceed seven years, during which one-fourth of 
the wages received by the apprentice should be set apart by the master in 
liquidation of the expense incurred in the transport of the emigrant, such ap
prenticeships only to continue until that expense shall have been liquidated, 
and after that period the apprentice to be entirely free. 

Your Committee beg finally to express their decided conviction, that the 
circulation of their Report, and of the Minutes of Evidence, throl,lghout the 
-United Kingdom and the Colonies, will enable any future Oommittee to resume 
the 'subject with the means of proposing measures sufficiently d~finite to justify 
their recommendation of them to the House for its ado~tion, 

26 May 182,6. _ 

• 

Vide Evidence of 
Mr. Hod~es. 

Vide Evidence of 
Mr. Carlisle and 
Mr. Eager. 
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WITNESSES. 

Luna, 20· die Marti;, 1826: 

Henry John Boulton, Esq. 

Martis, ~ 1 0 die Martii : 

William Bowman Felton, Esq. -
Charles Hayes, Esq. 
Henry John Boulton, Esq. 

Mercurii, 220 die Martii: 

p. 13 

George Markland, Esq. - p. 34 

Colonel John Ready - - - - p. 35 
Richard John Uniacke, Esq. - - P·37 
William Bowml1n Felton, Esq. - p. 47 
Henry John Boulton, Esq. P·48 

J()'{)is, 6° die Aprilis: 
Henry John Boulton, Esq. 
William Bowman Felton, Esq. -

Veneris, 7° die Aprilis : 

p. 48 
ibid. 

William Bowman Felton, Esq. - p. 57 
Richard John Uniacke, Esq. - - p.63 
Henry John Boulton, Esq. p.64 

Martis, lIe die Aprilis : 
Richard John Uniacke, Esq. - - p.64 

Jovis, 13° die Aprilis : 
'Walter Frederick Campbell, Esq. 
Sir Hugh Innes, Bart. - - - -
George M'Pherson Grant, Esq. -
Henry John Boulton, Esq. 

Veneris, 14~ die Aprilis: 

p. 73 
p. 78 
p. 80 
p. 8] 

Robert Joseph Chambers, Esq. - p.83 
Mr. Frederick Carlisle - - - - p. 87 

Martis, IS8 die Aprilis: 
Mr. Edward Eager 
Mr. Henry Bliss 

- p. 9 1 

Veneris, 21 ° die Aprilis : 
Sir Robert Wilsoll 
Mr. Charles Stewart - -
Lieut. Col. William Sorell 
Mr. Edward Eager - - - -
Mr. Henry Bliss - - -

Martis, 250 die Aprilis : 
Edward Jeremiah Curteis, Esq. -
Sir John Sebright, Bart. -
William Gabbett, Esq. - - -

p. 101 

p. 101 

p. 104 

ibid. 
p. ]08 

p. ]] 2 

p. ] 14 

p. ]24 

p. ]25 

Jovia, 2,- die Aprllil, 1826: 

Thomas Law Hodges, Esq. - - p. ]$3 

Mr. Edward Eager - - - - p. 14~ 

The Rt. Rev. the Lord Bp. of} ibid~ 
Limerick - - - - - -

Veneris, 288 die Apilis: 

Lieut. Colonel Cockburn - - - p. 147 
Mr. Edward Eager - - p. J 55 

: t 
Martis, 2 0 die Maii : 

Mr. Frederick Carlisle p. IS() 

The Rev. Dr. Strahan p. 157 
Alexander Carlisle Buchanan, Esq. p. 16S 

Jl.lercurii, 3- die Maii : 

Alexander Carlisle Buchanan, Esq. p. 172 

William Bowman Felton, Esq. - p. 176 

Jcvis, 4° die Maii : 

Thomas Law Hodges, Esq. pp. 182 &. 184 
Alexander Carlisle Buchanan, Esq. p. 184 
Alexander Nimmo, Esq. - - p. 187 
William W rixon Becher, Esq. - p. 191 

Alexander Nimmo, Esq. p. 194 
Redmond O'Driscol, Esq. p. 195 

Martis, gO die Maii : 

Lord Viscount Ennismore 
Archibald Campbell, Esq. 
The Rev. Dr. Strahan 
Henry John Boulton, Esq. 

- - p. 197 
p.201 

ibid. 

p. 203 

Mercurii, 100 die Maii : 

John Rolph, Esq. 
Thomas Odell, Esq. 
Thomas Spring Rice, Esq. 

- - P· 204 
P. 205 
p.210 

Mercurii, 17- die Maii : 

William Henry Bodkin, Esq. - p. 21 4 
Lieut. Colonel Cockburn p. 21 7 

Mercurii, 240 die Maii : 

John Rolph, Esq. - -
Mr. William Shepherd 

- p. 226 

ibid. 

Vent"i", 26- die Maii : 

William Bowman Felt"D, Esq. - p.228 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

Luna, 20· die Martii, 1826 . 

. R. J. WILMOT HORTON, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIR. 

Henry John Boulton, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

YOU are Solicitor General for Upper Canada?-I am. 
. Have you examined the Evidence that has been given before the Irish COll1~ 

mittees of 1823 and of 1825 ?-I have. 
• 2. Are you acquainted with the details of that evidence ?-I am. 

3. Does it appear to you, from your own knowledge, to be accurate in point of 
fact ?-I think it is, generally speaking, very accurate. ' 

4. Have you ever been present yourself at the location of the emigrants, in 1823 ? 
-N 0; but I have had frequent conversations with the people themselves, after 
they had been upon the land some Ehort time, within a twelvmonth after they had 
been placed there. I have seen considerable bodies of them. I had occasion to 
see them, in consequence of some disturbances which took place among them, and 
which have been mentioned in all the newspapers; I allude to the statement of 
the difficulties that arose between them and some of the old inhabitants, shortly 
~fter they came there. 
~ 5. You have not heard of any other serious disturbance, except that ?-I r.an say 
positively that no serious disturbance has taken place since I was there. I went 
there as the public prosecutor and brought them to justice, and they were sen
tenced to rather severe punishment. for the sake of example; but at my recom
merldation, and that of the Judge who presided, the governor of the colony remitted 
the greater part of their punishments. 

6. Have you reason to believe that that Emigration has answered completely, with 
the exception of a few persons who have gone off to the States ?-I think decidedly 
so; I have no doubt of it. I believe they are all perfectly satisfied with their 
situation; with the exception of probably 15 or 20 worthless people, who were 
always so, they were mostly young men who had no particular ties to induce 
them to remain, and they ran away shortly after they came to the Settlement, 
particularly when they found they were likely to be punished for the disturbances 
they. had been engaged in; but, with those exceptions, I believe them to be per
fectly satisfied in all respects; and to be doing well. 

7. You were in the habit of communicating with some of the emigrants ?-I saw 
them, and spoke to them. 

8. Did they appear satisfied with their situation, and grateful for having been sent 
~o that situation ?-Particularly so; I did not hear a single murmur at the mode 
~hat had been adopted towards them. 
: g. Did you hear them contrast their situation in I~eland with their present situa
tion?-Very muc,h so; I have seen a great number of letters, I dare say 40 or 
50 letters from different individuals; I do not know them by name, I saw their 
names to their letters, I am sure they were authentic; expressing the highest 
sJltisfaction at their change of circumstances, and recommending their friends par
ticularly to leave' no stone tinturned to join them. I have seen numbers of letters; 
~l,1d t,he reason I know them to be 'authentic is, that they were transmitted to the 
superjntendent, 1\lr. Robinson, t9 be forwarded. 

10. 1n WQat part w~rcthey located ?-Upon the Mississippi, in the district of 
JJathurst.· ... , 

. 4.P4. D 1 1. Are 
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It. Are there any ofthem in Lanark ?-I think there were a few. The emigra-=-
tion of this year is i~ quite a~ot.her par~ of. the country. . . 

] 2. Where is that r-That IS m the dlstnct of Newcastle, consIderably hIgher up, 
at the back of the Rice Lake. 

] 3. The emigrant b~ing by the terms of this system of emigration provisioned for 
the space of one year after his arrival, ~aving his ground locat~d, r~ceiving assist
ance in buildincr his hut, having certam implements placed m hIS hands, and 
receivincr all thatO combinatioo' of assistance which he received under the emigration 
of I8!J3 and 1825, are you decidedly of opinion that after that period he will be 
enabled, upon the average, to go on without further assistance from the public ?
I have no doubt of it; because I know that a 'great many people do go 00, who 
are perfectly destitute, who go upon their lands and do struggle through all 
difficulties, and presently get into tolerable circumstances, who have no assistance 
whatever; and in the meantime I know that they sometimes make payments for 
the land they go upon under those circumstances, without any assistance at all; 
during the first year 1 have known that occasionally done. 

'4. Are you of opinion that an emigrant sent out in this manner, from any part 
ofthis country, and located in one of those districts in the manner described, would 
be enabled to pay, at the expiration of seven years, without prejudice to his general 
possession, a quit-rent of 4 t. per annum for his land, taking that land to be 150 
acres, of which 100 should be located and the other 50 attached as a reserve ?-
I think, without any doubt, he would. . 

] 5, Are you prepared to state in detail, in what manner he would acquire property 
eno.ugh to make that payment, and how he would obtain the money for it ?-In the 
first place, if he is tolerably industrious (and I will here say, that the Irish make 
equally good settlers after a short time, and readily acquire the use of the axe;) 
an American will in the course of a week chop down the timber upon an acre of 
land; it is commonly considereu a week's work for an able-bodied labourer to 
chop the timber oft an acre of land; I am 110t prepared to say how long it would 
take him to burn it, it could not take him that length of time; but I may say 
generally, that an able-bodied man can, without over-working himself, clear, fence, 
and put into crop, ten acres of land in the course of a twelvemonth. 

]6. Having done that upon that ten acres of land, what will he be able to raise? 
-That ten acres of land he can put into wheat, which is a profitable crop; but it is 
not proper for the first year, because he would require a crop that would come more 
early into use; he \\ould possibly put in an half acre or an acre of potatoes, he 
,,,ould put in some Indian corn, but that would depend upon the season of the year 
in which he went upon his land; but if he put the land in wheat, the average crop 
of wheat, on medium land, depending upon the season, would be from ] 5 to 30 
bushels an acre; if it is a wet season, and badly put in, with bad husbandry, it 
inight not be over 15 bushels an acre, but it must be very badly done not to pro
dnce J 5 'Winchester bushels. I have known as much as 50 bushels to an acre, but 
very rarely, I cannot name above one or two instances of it; but 40 bushels an 
acre is' not very uncommon, though it is not usual; but not being a farmer myself, 
I cannot speak very positively upon the subject, but I have often inquired of 
farmers, and 1 should say that about 25 bushels an acre, or, to speak within bounds 
I may certainly say that 20 bushels an acre is commonly produced. ' 
. 1'7. Do you mean upon an acre of ground where the stumps of the trees are still 
stand,ing?-Certainly. . 

-IS. With this com so acquired, will you describe the process by which he is to 
replace his clothing and his general means of going on; where does he find a market 
for his produce ?-If emigration was going on, he would find a market from the 'in
coming emigrants, . and there is frequently the best,market in the most out-of-the.;. 
way parts of the country, from that circumstance; within two years I have known: 
wheat selling for six shillings a bushel, that is about five shillings steriincr back in 
the woods, when you could buy it for half that sum upon the Lake shore;· because 
~h~ in-coming cID:igrants required it, and the great difficulty of getting it there gave 
It Its value when It was there. 

19· Did you ev~r know the w~eat, S? sold for 58. paid for in money?-No, 
very seldom; that I~, by new-commg emIgrants . 

. 20. W~ill you explain the pro~ess by which the se~tler would be enabled to pay 
hIS rent 10 money, as he receIves the value of hIS produce chiefly in goods and 
barter ?-When he· had made such improvements upon his land as I presume he 
wo.uld. have done, from rhe general proceedings of emigrants in the countrv whd 

~ have 
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have no assistance, at the end of seven years he woUld have seven or eight barrels 
bf flour at least more than he would want for his own use, and with those barrels 
of flour he would be perfectly certain to get 4/. for them at the neighbouring towns, 
and a great deal more. 
. 21. There would be the transport to be deducted from those barrels of flour; there
fore, can you name any settled market to which the settler could take his produce, 
and get a fair remuneration in money for it?-The very lowest price that I ever 
knew a barrel of flour sell at, was, I think, 12 s. 6 d. I have occasionally bought it 
at that price for the use of my family, but I should say that 208. is the average 
price throughout the country. Now the expense of the farmer, as to transport, is 
not very great; the farmer is the» producer, he is not selling his flour with a view 
10 a profit over and above the value of his labour in raising it; but if he can 
afford to sow it, and raise it, and bring it· to market at the price he gets for it in 
~he market, namely four dollars a barrel, and thereby obtain a fair rate of wages for his 
year's labour, that is all that he ought to expect; it is not to be supposed that he 
is to buy his grain, and bring it to market, and make a profit upon it; and therefore, 
jf he can get eight barrels of flour, which he must certainly be a very idle person 
not to get, over and above the maintenance of his family, he can bring those to any 
of the neighbouring towns, where he will get 128. 6d. a barrel for it at least, which 
will amount to 4l. lOS. 

, 22. Is that currency, or sterling money ?-U pper Canada currency, which is in the 
proportion of ten to nine sterling. The value of a barrel of flour in Upper Canada 
currei!cy is four dollars, and the dollar is worth 48. 6d. sterling; a pound currency 
is· J 88. sterling; he will, generally speaking, get 18s. sterling for his flour; but sup
posing he only got half that, which is a thin~ very unusual, and a thing which I 
should think hereafter never will occur again, because there is a market for the flour 
through Montreal and Quebec to the West Indies, and at present to the home 
market. 

23. 'What would be the difference between the cost of transport and the value 
of the flour ?-The cost that the farmer is at in transporting it is almost nothing, 
because he does it with his own team; and he brings his own bread and cheese in the 
vehicle he brings his produce in, and he is at no expense at all on the road. 
, 24. What market are you alluding to in Upper Canada ?-To the market in the 
town of York, but the same applies to any other town in Upper Canada. If a man 
lives forty miles from York, he puts his flour into his sleigh, with a sufficient quan" 
tity of provisions for his own use, and oats and hay for his horses, and he comes to 
York market and sells his commodity, and whatever he gets is clear gain, and then 
he returns home again empty. . . 
-' 25. Is not the York market a very limited market indeed ?-No, it is not a very 
limited market; it would purchase any quantity of produce, and so would the 
Niagara market, and so would all the principal to",ns, because the shopkeeper or 
merchant would buy up this produce, and send to Montreal for exportation what is 
not required for home consumption, and I never knew the prices so bad as not to 
admit ofthe merchant giving 128. 6d. for it in the town of York, for the purposes 
:of exportation. 

26. When you p~rticularize eight barrels of flour as the probable amollnt of surplus 
produce in seven years, is that the result of any accurate calculation ?-No, it is an 
accidental quantity that I named, as being sufficient under any cil'cumstances to 
insure the payment of the 4l. annuity. 

27. Do you think you could, by attending to the bubject, make some more definite.
calculation as to the quantity which it might be presumed could be produced upon 
a property of that sort ?-I think I could, but it is impossible for any person in my 
situation to be so acquainted with the detail of the management of a poor man's 
estate, as to enter into a calculation of that sort very minutely. I have known 
countless instances of persons who came there without a shilling in their pockets, 
and have asked me to give them a meal of victuals, whom I have known in a few 
years afterwards living very comfortably at their own house, and coming to the 
lown and getting credit for five or six or ten poundsworth of tea and sugar, or 
whatever they wanted, as readily as I could. : 
.' 28. Do you mean at all to assume, that eight barrels would be the surplus of 
produce at the end of seven years, upon a hundred acres ?--N 0, I think it is the very 
minimum; I think itis almost impossible a man should have so little as that. I think 
a inan at the end of seven years would:un~uestiollably have thirty acres of land under 
-improvement. I apprehend he would urldoubtedly have a pair of horses, with either 

.tO~h: D 2 a waggon 
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Ii waggon or a cart, or some vehicle; for carrying about his produce; 1 apprehend! 
he would likewise have two or three cows, a yoke of oxen, a house to live in, and 
plenty of wholesome food f?r him~elf and his fa?lily. I. hav: no doubt that any 
person who is moderately industrIOUS would be In ~hat 5ltuatlOn .. I have ~110W(} 
many persons in Upper Canada who came there WIthout a farthmg, who 10 the 
course of fifteen or twenty years have become men of considerable property, and 
-filling in that country the dignified situation that the gentlemen I address do here; 
I have known such persons to become members of the colonial legislature, and 
people of considerable importance in the colony, magistrates, and forming a par' 
of the aristocracy of the country. 

29. Can you conceive the possibility of a man of common industry, having 11 
hundred acres of ground, after seven years, being unable to pay a quit-rent of 4/. a 
year ?-I do not think such a thing is possible. 

30. What is the average weight of a barrel of flour ?-Two hundred weight, that is; 
·196Ibs. of flour; it is considered'}. cwt. because the barrel makes up the difference • 

. 31. Do you imagine that the exchangeable produce of a settler of that descript.ion, 
at the end of seven years, would be solely in wheat ?-No, he would have fat cattle, 
and a variety of things to dispose of; and, of course, as the country improves, there 
is an increased demand for labour; and the way those people (I mean European 
emigrants) commonly pay for their lands, is this (I speak of the poor emigrant who 
goes. there, and has no assistance) if he buys 100 acres of land of an individual, 
he is usually required to pay for it in six or seven years, with annual interest at 
6 per cent; he lives upon that land a sufficient portion of the year to put in the 
crop necessary. for the support of his family, and he then goes out as a labourer two 
or three months in the year, during which time, if he be a good labourer, he will 
'get 2/. or .1/. a month, besides his board, and at the end of that period he will 
have saved 7/. or 8/. which he pays to his landlord; and I know they frequently 
pay for 100 acres of land within six or seven years by their industry. 

32. J'or such acres of land what wculd be the price paid ?-That depends more 
upon the situation than the goodness of the soil; they give from a dollar to four or 
five dollars an acre for it. I have known persons undertake to pay 20 S an acre in 
five years, and 6 per cent interest. They very seldom do pay up the whole in the 
course of five years, at such a price, but they I!;ellerally pay the interest, and make such 
improvements that the landlord is desirous of letting them remain, and they generally 
extend the period. 1 have rarely known iustances of people being driven off the 
land for want of punctual payment, and in the course of seven or eight years they 
generally complete their purchase. 

33. Are the Committee to understand that the 100 acres sold by some Canadian 
to an emigrant without means, is of a superior quality ofland to the land that it is pro
posed to locate those settlers upon ?-N ot a bit better; it is better in point of situa
tion but not in point of quality; there is, generally speaking, some kind of road. 

34 .. The land that remains unlocated is, generally speaking, of as good average 
quality as what bas already been located ?-Quite as good, and it only requires a road 
to be cut to it, and settlel's to be introduced, to make it quite as valuable. What 
re~ders l~nd ,,:alua?le in C~nada, or in any part of Americ?, is. the facility of getting 
at It. Toe mmes In MeXICO would hot be worth a farthmg If you could not get 
to them. 

35. Is it very heavily timbered ?-It varies, sometimes more and sometimes less. 
36. Are th.ere a.ny plains. without ti~ber ?-N ot many; they are not desirable; 

ther~ . are plalIls With very httle or no tImber, but they are not considered the best 
land; a person accustomed to the country would rather take heavier timbered land 
than ligh~er, because if the tim?e: is heavy, it indicates a good quality of soil. 

37. It IS all hard wood land, IS It not ?-N ot all; there are veins of different kinds 
of fir; that land is not so good as the hard timbered land, but there is not· more 
than a proper mixture of fir; there is not more fir than is requisite for the use of 
the country, and a useful supply for exportation. 

38. Is not the fir genet'ally near the water r-Generally, I think, near streams. 
39· Is the. country generally he~lthy r--Generally speaking, I consider it so; myself 

anti my fa~lly h.ave. been ther~ s~nce \816, an? we have not found it unhealthy. 
40. T~e Interior IS. healthy. 15 It ~ot r-The mterior is healthy; 1 think the whole 

country IS healthy, With the exceptIOn of the western district; the western district 
of U p~er Canada v~r~ much resembles a great part of the western portions of 
the U mt~d. States; It IS a .l1at country; the streanlS of water do not run with the 
same rapIdIty, and the sprmgs are 110t so abundant as in other parts; and in the 

summer 
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~!Dmer seu~on that country is, generally speaking, liable to a sort of lake fever.; H. J. Boultoic, 
It IS not a dIsease very malignant or fatal, but the people there have not that healthy \ ES;;.-fJ·_--...J 
-appearance which they have in other parts; it is a much warmer climate; but it '----'" 
is supposed, by many of the old inhabitants, that it improves very much as the 20 March, 
c(mntry becomes settled. 18il6 • 

. 4 1 • By the western part, do you mean the borders of Lake Huron and of the Lake 
St. Clair ?-Lake St. Clair particularly; that is the most unhealthy part of Upper 
Canada. The borders of Lake Huron are not yet settled, but I believe they are 
-healthy .. 

4 2 • Does money circulate in the country pretty generally ?-It does, according to 
.the circumstances of the people. There is more money circulating as one ap
·proaches York, I believe, that being the seat ·of government, and the provincial 
bank being established there. 

43. Is there any practice of barter at all ?-Yes; there is a very general practice 
of barter among the farmers; jf a shopkeeper sells a farmer clothes, or whatever he 
wants to buy, he very often pays him in his produce, which is equally advantageous 
to the merchant as to the farmer, because the former will pay for it at such a rate 
that he can export it at a profit. . 

'. 44. Does not that prove that produce is more easily obtained than money, and that 
money is not easily realized ?-The produce can be sold for money, if the farmer 

. chuses; instead Of bartering it for goods he can get money for it, but he does not 
get quite so good a price in money; there is a difterence in all transactions, all over 
America, between the cash price and the barter price, and I think it is a very 
sensible one, because if a merchant sells a commodity, of course he has a profit 
upon that sale, and in proportion to that profit he may afford to increase the price 

,he gives for produce. 
45. Are there banks in the country ?-There is one bank in Upper Canada, and 

.there are three banks in lower Canada. 
46. Do they issue paper ?-Yes. 
47. How low do they issue ?-As low as 5 s. or 4S. 6 d. sterling. 
48. Nothing lower than a dollar ?-Nothing lower than a dollar. 
49. Would one of the old settlers, having a hundred and fifty acres of land about 

.him, find any difficulty in paying a 'I.uit-rent of 3t. lOS. per annum ?-Not the 
slightest. 

50. Would he consider it a hardship ?-I think not at all; I know it from this 
,circumstance, that many people who possess that much property are known to pay 
very considerable debts, and people trust them 40 t. or,5o l. 

51. In money?-In money very commonly; of course they sell their produce 
,much lower in order to obtain money, it perhaps makes a difference of fifteen or 
twenty per cent. 

52. Are there not considerable prejudices against renting land ?-Yes; land does 
(not let well, and the reason is very obvious, a man by common industry can easily 
,acquire a piece of land as his own. 

53. Would not an annual payment of 3/. lOS. upon a farm of 150 acres, be con
sidered as a rent ?-If it were a perpetual rent I think it would be, but as it may be 

. redeeined at any time, I think otherwise. 
54 .. But the amount would be sufficient to create that prejudice, if it \\ ere not that 

it is not perpetual ?-If it were a perpetual rcnt I think people would dislike it, but 
: as it is I think they would not; they would like it much better if it were put in 
other words, not at all altering the substance of the thing. If it were called interest 
of money reckoned at four per cent, they p_aying commonly six per cent, I think 

. they would regard it as a very advantageous mode. 
55. The settler first builds himself a log-house, does he not ?-:-He does. 

. 56. In how many years does he generally convert his log-house into a frallle
house ?-It depends altogether upon his industry and his cleanliness, and his desire 

.of comfort; but at the end of seven or eight years they often build themselves a 
,comfortable house. 

57. The second house is always a frame-house, is not it ?-Generally speaking. 
58. Would he not be rather deterred from building a frame-house, by the additional 

:ax upon it ?-N o. There is a little additional tax, but it is so minute that it neyer 
mtered a man's mind as a circumstance that should deter him. from building a 
rame~house. 

59. Have.yo.u ever known an instance of the relations of emigrants coming .out,to 
hem ?-It is.verycQmmon for them to SaVEJ.a little moneyfor that purpose •. I have 
'. 4Q4. D 3 ' known 
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known emigrants save .1?1. or 12/. and remit it home to their friends, in the hope 
of their coming out to Jom them. 

60. Are there any societies established there to assist emigrants that go out?
Yes I belong to one myself; it is an humble imitation of a Society here for the relief 
of Strangers in distress. Our society. is .established for the ,purpo~e of aiding casual 
arrivals, who have no means of asslstmg themselves, and I beheve that we have 
been of a great deal of service to poor emigrants. When the~ arrive we d~ not 
give ,them money, but we have made. an arrangeme~t at Y ~rk, with the Commissa
riat, to issue them rations at the prIce the CommIssary gIVes for them; and the 
mode is usually this: When a man a.rrives with his wife and family, he goes to 
some of the committee, and they give him a ticket to the Commissary to furnish 
him witha fortnight's provisions, according to the number of his family, and before 
the end of that fortnight, if the man is in health, he can generally get employment. 

6 •. Is it one general society, or does it divide itself into Scotch and Irish ?-There 
is no distinction of any kind; whether he is an Irishman or a Frenchman that comes 
there in distress, he gets the same relief, if there is nothing known against him. 

62. Where do you reside ?-I live in the town of York. 
63. Do you ever make circuits in the country ?-Every year; one year I go to 

the eal:it, and another to the west; and therefore, at the return of two years, I see 
the whole province. ~ 

64. When you speak of the climate being healthy, do you speak of the climate of 
York ?-Yes, I include York; I know certain persons have prejudices against it, 
but I have lived there a number of years, and I have never had any of my family ill, 
from any local cause; there are, occasionally, fevers and agues; but I believe it is 
not at all necessarily because it is at York. I consider the town of York a healthy 
part of the country; there are other parts, certainly, that may be more so; there 
is a large marsh near York, but I do not think it affects the health of the town very 
materially. All the officers of the government live there; and I have never known 
any of them die, or experience any great inconvenience from any local disease. 

65. Is not there, every Autumn, a fever and ague there ?-N 0; I have known 
York for four or five years before ~the war, and during that time I only recollect one 
grown person to have died, and that was quite an old man, who probably died from 
old age. Whenever I have known York to be unhealthy, other parts of the 
country have been generally healthy, and when those other parts of the country 
have fever and ague, York will be healthy; I never knew ill-health pervade the 
whole country at the iame time. I have known it healthy in the western district, 
when it was unhealthy in the eastern, and vice versa . 
. 66. When you are talking of York, you are talking of the population which has 

been in Canada for a length of time; but have not the new comers been a great deal 
afflkted with fever and ague?-They have been a good deal aBlicted at times, be
cause they are necel:isarily in a state of great want and indigence when they COme 
there; they have not proper houses to live in, or proper nutriment. I keep five 
or six servants myself; and my servants, who live in the same manner that I dG, 
with one exception, have never had any disease of that kind; I never had any of 
my family at all afflicted with local complaints or such as they might not have been 
subject to anywhere else; and I impute most of the disease in York, and all over 
the country, to a want of proper attention to diet, and to not having proper nutri
ment, drinking too much water, perhaps, and sometimes too much whiskey. 

67· Is it not a ver~ common disease am0D:g the emigr~n~ settlers, .throughout that 
part of Canada ?-It IS tbe most common disease, but It IS not a dIsease whicll at 
aU impedes the progress of the settlement, in any manner. 

68. Of the settlers that have gone out since the Peace, have any great number left 
you, and gone over to the United States ?-I think a great many of them go to the 
United States; ~nd. the re~son, I think, is this, that in the United States they 
find mo~e readily ImmedIate employment at ready-money wages; the United 
States, bem~ so much more populous, and there being there a number of large 
towns, they na~urally resort to the plac.e '~'here t.hey can get the quickest return in 
mone~ for theIr labour, ~o answer theIr Immediate wants, and particularly as tbe 
Amencans are often lookmg out for them as they go up the River St. Lawrence 
when we .take. no mean~ to retain them; and many go there from a possibly ground~ 
less .predlle?oon for theIr government; but I have known many instances of their 
commg back agalO, when tbey have been there two or three years and have spent 
what little mon~y they might have .brougbt with them; and I can ~peak of a whole 
settlement of Insh, about fifteen mdes from Yor.k, who came entirely from the United 

States 
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States in· a body, and who had been in the United States several years; they came 
to ,!S because the.y pr~ferred ours, I believe, to the American government, after 
havmg had e1tperlence of the latter, and because land was much cheaper, and the 
taxes much lower, and the couritry more healthy. 

6g. Do you get a large portion of your settlers from the United States ?-There 
are a great many more settlers who emigrated from Great Britain and Ireland direct 
to the States, and who have got tired of that country, than American citizens who 
have come to us since the war. 

70. Are there not considerable difficulties in the way of American citizens settling 
in Upper Canada ?-There are very great and unnecessary obstacles in the way; as 
the law now stands, they are foreigners,. and they cannot hold land there; the ob
stacles in the way of naturalization should be immediately removed, as they are the, 
most important ones. 

71. Do you know the state of the Lake Erie American canal ?-Yes, 1 have been 
upon it. . 

72 • Is it completed ?-Y es; I have a book, published by authority, giving a com
plete detail of it. 

73. Is it in use now for trade?-Yes. 
74. To any great extent ?-To a very great extent; to an extent that no perSall 

could have anticipated. 
75· Does it pay a good interest upon the outlay?-An enormous interest; they 

contemplate that it will pay itself in ten years. I have my information from the 
Governor of the State of New York who was the prime mover of it. 

76. Is' there a tendency on the part of the Canadians, to deal through that canal 
with N ew York, in preference to dealing with Montreal ?-Jf it was not for the canal 
that is now in progress to connect the two Lakes together, I think the whole traffic 
from the western part of Upper Canada would go to N ew York. 

77. Vo you think the completion of that canal will turn the tide of business to 
Montreal ?-I have no doubt of it; I was last year in the state of Ohio, and in the 
Michigan territory, and I saw a great many people from Kentucky and the western 
part of Pennsylvania, and they seemed to be as anxious that our canal should be 
finished as their own Erie canal, because they should then send their heavy pro,,: 
ductions to Montreal; and I have no doubt that when the WeIland Canal is finished, 
a great deal of the American trade will come through it to Montreal, all the heavy' 
articles must do so. . 

78. Are the Committee to collect that there is rather a tendency on the part of the 
western portion of the United States to deal through Montreal, supposing that your 
canal is finished; or that there is a tendency on the part of the Canadians to deal 
through the Lake Erie canal, with New York ?-I think there is no tendency, on 
the part of the people, to do either; I think the tendency of their minds is to send 
their produce to the best market, at the cheapest rate of transit. ' 

79. Which wouln appear to be the tendency of commerce, down the St. Lawrence, 
or through the Lak~ Erie canal?-Down the St. Lawrence for heavy articles, and 
in some measure for others, because the American canal is so very long, that the 
expense necessarily must be considerably more in transporting articles upon it thar;' 
through the Wellarid Canal and down Lake Ontario, and they must ship and unship 
thrice to our twice. By means of our canal, they can bring freight for near 1 ~o6 
miles in the same vessel, whereas in using the American canal, they must unload at 
Buffalo, where the Erie canal commences its course. 

80. Is the W p-lland Canal to be a ship canal or a boat canal ?-A ship canal; it 
may with a little extra expense be made to carry very considerable shipping, but 
the intention of it is to make it carry ships of 120 tons burthen, which is the full 
sjze of those that ordinarily navigate Lake Ontario and Lake Erie; go tons is as 
large a sized ves!el as usually navigates those lakes. 

~1. Supposing the canal to be completed in the manner contemplated within the 
Canadian territory, do you suppose that the navigation of the Saint Lawrence to 
Montreal, or the navigation of the Lake Erie canal to New York, would be the 
better outlet and inlet for the upper lakes?-To Montreal decidedly; it is not only 
m·yown opinion, but it is the opinion of Governor Clinton, who has given himself 
m'ore trouble upon the subject of canals than any man in the United States; ,h~ 
told; me so himself, and I know there is a very great anxiety excited in the people 
connected with the Erie Americancanal, by our, progress, because they consider'~ha~ 
we shall take away·a very great part of their business,and th-ere is DO doubt of our 
doing so, betau'Se 1t 13 demonstrable that 'we' can send things" to the 'ocean -mocA 
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cheaper than they can .by their canal,. and t~e people .on both si.d.es of the water; 
whether they are ~me~lcans Qr CanadIans, wIlI.s~,~d their ~ommodltles by ~hat [nodE 

--"rr"-~I of conveyance which IS cheapest. Governor Clmton said to an acquamtan,:e, oj 
~o March, mine, as soon as he saw the project of our canal, " It does not (want any survey. 

H. J. Buulton, 
Esq. 

18'26. it is only necessary to look at the map, and any man of common sense must see that 
itwill be a most important operation for whoever undertakes it." 

[fYitness here delivered in the Paper marked N· 1 in the Appendix, cOlltainin~ 
e,rtmcts from the Reports an.d Procee~ings if th~ -:tmerican .Canal Com
missioners, published by authorzty, showmg thelr Opznzoll qf the zmpartance '!J 
connecting Lakes Ontario and Erie by a sloop navigation.] 

. 82. Do you know the period during which the Lake Erie canal is frozen, so a~ to 
impede commerce ?-The harbour in Lake Erie where the '\Velland Canal begm~, 
opens from three to six weeks earlier than the American canal; and the reason IS 
this that the outlet' of the American canal to the western waters is at the eastern 
ext;eme of Lake Erie, and Lake Erie being a very shallow lake with a very large 
surface, there is a vast quantity of ice accumulated in that lake every year; some
times it is frozen entirely across, and they traverse it on sledges when they cannot 
even see land, as I have been told; the consequence is, that the ice all collects at 
the outlet of the lake into the Niagara river, which is 50 narrow that it cannot escape, 
and it becomes stopped up. The lake comes into a small bay, as it were, and con
tracts very much before it comes to Buffalo, at a part called Poillt Abino, on our 
side of the water, and from thence downwards it is very much filled with ice in the 
spring of the year, and it is from a month ,to six weeks before it is entirely free at the 
entrance of the Niagara river; so that by our canal we should be certain (If taking a 
shipment of any kind of produce from the Michigan territory, and getting it to 
Montreal before they could get it to the mouth of their canal at all. That would be 
the case, generally speaking, every year. 

83· Is the River St. Lawrence, from Kingston down to Montreal, navigable up 
the stream at any time ?-It is; I have seen large craft sail up the worst rapids, 
very much to my astonishment. 

84· Have you ever seen ships sail up the Long Sault ?-Not ships; but large 
boats, what they call Durham boats, sail up there. 

85· Though you have seen such things, do you mean to state to the Committee, 
that it is a practised navigation for boats to come up the rapids ?-Yes, but they 
are generally pulled or poled up. ' 

86. By boats coming up the St. Lawrence with cargoes?-Yes, it is the constant 
mode of import. 

87· How m~ny days do they take r-I believe theycome up in about four or five 
days; all the Imports of Upper Canada come up those rapids, every hat and every 
coat that is worn. 

88, Are they P?Jed ~p ?-Yes; they are craft from 3 to 30 tons; those of 30 
tons are an Amencan ]llIprovement; they are called Durham boats; I have seen 
those boats sail up rapids that I could scarcely have credited if J had not seen it; 
~hey were empty. 

8g. Has steam been applied to that part of the navigation ?-No; there are 
steam boats between all the rapids, but not up them. , 

. go. Although yo~ ha.ve shown, that with reJ~ard to a comparison between the Cana .. 
dla~ canal co.mmumca~lOn and the Lake ~ne canal communica~ion, the advaDtages 
durmg.a partIcular pe~'lOd o! the year are m favour of the Canadian Canal, have you 
take~ .Into your consideratIOn the locking up of the St. Lawrence during so large 
a portIOn of the year altogether as compared with the Lake Erie Canal ?-I cannot 
,say th~t Irhave; but although in a comparison of the port of Quebec with the port 
of New "\ ork, the latter has m~ch the advantage as a commercial emporium, yet 
from the nature

1
0f the ~ransactlO?S of that country, flour and many other exports 

are generally co.lected m the spn.ng of the year, when the port of Quebec is open; 
and though New. York has an I.mportant a.dvantage over Quebec in the general 
course of trade, stIll I appre.hend It ]s not so Important in the exports of Canada, or 
,the western parts of the U mted States, because the habit of those countries is this' 
after harvest they house their grain, and they do not thrash it till the winter ~easQn· 
pot. only bec~use they have PC? other a~ocations at that'time, and nothing else to d~ 
:rlunng the ~'I~ter, but. because th~ gr~m thrashes much more ealjily at that season; 
~h;y th~ash It 10 ~he. wmter, and have It ground, and they have it rea~y to export in 
Jhe sprmg, and It IS not ready ~uch before the port of Queb~c is usually opel1. 

~~ve&J 
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S,taves" timber and potash ave also got ready for market during the winter; and U. J. BoultMi 
I apprehend, therefore, that Quebec is almost as good an outlet for those commo- _. Esq. .. 
ditie~ (which are the three principal exports) as New York. ~ 

I 20 March,_ , 91. With respect to the navigation of the Saint Lawrence, is not it almost a regu ar lIl20 •. 

thing every year for the insurance to rise very much, sometimes before the frost. 
be~ins at the mouth of the riverr-I do not know any thing about it, but I should 
'~lIiQ.kit is very likely to be the case, because when they come into the Gulf of the 
Saint Lawrence in the spring of the year, they are liable to meet icebergs; but those 
icebergs are met on the banks of Newfoundland sometimes; and 1 have known 
instances of the American packets. that go from New York to Liverpool, falling in 
with them. . 

92. For what time do YOll suppose the Lake Erie Canal remains frozen?- I appre
hend it is not much used from about the middle of November till the end of April, 
allY where, nor until late in May at its commencement in Lake Erie. 

y3. During what time do you reckon that the navigation between Quebec and 
Lake Ontario remains frozen?- I am not so conversant with that as many other 
gentlemen, but I think early in May boats begin to pass lip. 

94. Then you could not answer as to the state of freezing at Quebec ?-The navi 
galion is about a month or five weeks from this country to America, and they begin 
to arrive there at the latter part of April and the beginning of May. I could speak 
more particularly with regard to those canals, by looking at some papers that I have. 
It will be seen with regard to the WeIland Canal, that produce going down Lake Erie, 
in a schooner, would get to Ogdensburgh, which is the foot of the schooner naviga
tion, much before they could get to Albany, and they go in one vessel, without 
unloading. N ow the Americans, at the port of Oswego, are very anxious that our 
canal should be finished, because it will very much improve their port, as all the 
American shipping in Lake Erie, which is very extensive (they have five vessels to 
our one) would come immediately down our canal, and go to Oswego. But 
I would just mention, that I apprehenci it will be necessary, in order to give us the 
advantage of that trade, for the British Parliament to make some regulation to 
enable the American ships to go through our canal without unloading, which I appre
hend will be contrary to our present navigation laws. This regulation would be no 
~etriment to us, and it would give us a great portion of their trade. 

95. Does the American canal enter Lake Ontario at Oswego ?-No, it does not 
~ome into Lake Ontario at all; they propose making a cut through, and our canal 
I;>eing finished, will very much increase their desire to do that. 

96', It communicates with Lake Ontario by the navigation from Rochester?
Yes. 

97. Did you collect Ii'om Governor Clinton, that the people of the United States 
are falling very much into a commercial connexion with l\lontreal ?-They have always 
been so; but the Americans are very much leaving MOlltreal since they have got 
their canal finished: we used to have the whole export trade of the Genessee 
cour;ttry, but their canal carries that trade very much away from us, 
. 98. Could they not easily cut a canal on their side :-No; their side does not 
afford the same facility. I understand they are endeavouring to counteract the 
f;llmost ruin that our canal threatens to the western part of their canal, by making 
a railway, which they hope will be of some service; but I do not think it will be 
of any consequence when we get our canal once finished, provided we let their 
~hips pass through without unnecessary restrictions. 

99. How soon do you calculate that your canal will be open r-Jt is calculated that 
i.t will be opened in a twelvemonth; it will depend in sOme measure upon how the 
funds hold out. To show the great advantage of which this canal must be productive, 
1 would state, that one gentleman in New York, who is acquainted with the 
subject of American canals, and who is a great canal share-holder, and who under
~tands that sort of thing very well, came and looked 'at the locality of it, and he 
subscribed 50,000 t. to it himself; he is the brother of the late governor of the 
state of New York; and the contractors for two miles of the most expensive part, 
(who are Americans) have subscribed 25,000 dollars. 

100. Is it done by private subscription?-Yes; and what brought me here, was 
to endeavour to get the remainder of the suhscription taken up in London. 

101. What is lhe total cost?-180,000 t. sterling; 90,000 t. is subscribed, jo,oool, 
of it in New York, and the remainder in Canada; we might have got the whole 
stock taken up immediately at New York, but we thought it would be fln-Ore proper-

404· E - to 
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N. J. hila,., to offer it to the London tmul<et, as it was considered a very profitable undertakiDt, 
EMj. and'of which there can be no doubt. 
~ ] 02. When you saw the emiaration of 1823, had the Irish made much progress in 

~o March, comfort :-1 saw them all well ~lothed and in good health, and they were like the 
1826. 

rest· of the mass of the population. 
103. How were they off as w habitations r-I di~ ~ot see their habitations, but 

I know tile nature of them, they are square 10g-buIldmgs made of the trunks o~ 
trees, which are perfectly \'rarm, and w.hich keep out the ."~eat~er,. and answ~ 
every purpose much better than the cabms tbey had been hvmg In 111 Ireland, it 
I am correctly informed as to their state. . 

104. What time of the year do you think most suitable for the emigrants arriving 
in Canadar-I think the most suitable time for an emigrant to arrive at his land, is 
about the first week in September; my reason for that is this, that if he comes 
there in the spring, he cannot by any possibility get there early enough to put in any 
crop; and if he comes there at that season, he will be exposed to the unusual 
climate that he will meet with. Of course in the summer time it is hotter than 
in this country, and he will be exposed to all that part of the season which is 
most likely to lJe sickly; he will be exposed to hard labour at that season when 
sickness prevails, if there should be any. N ow if he arrives there in the autumn, 
he gets seasoned in a manner to the climate during six or seven or eight months be
fore the hot weather begins again; he is able, during the winter, when it is cold and 
hracing, to labour with more comfort to himself, and in the spring he will be ready 
to put in a crop; whereas if he begins in the spring, he cannot put in a crop that 
year, and he will not be able, in all probability, to put one in till the following spring, 
and thereby he will be a whole year without having any crop at all; whereas if he 
arrives in the autumn, by that time twelvemonth he will bave harvested a crop.' 
His first business, as soon as he gets there, is to cut down the trees; that may be 
done for about. 41. an acre; for 401. you may clear a field of ten acres, and have it' 
ready for the harrow. It will be important, if the thing should he put upon a large 
scale, that, for the first two or three months after they get to their lands, they 
should work in parties under superintendents. If .soo people went to a certain 
township, I would recommend that, previous to their coming there, there should be 
built what they call a chantier in that country, a sort of large shed or hovel con
structed, which is jUEt such a thing as they voluntarily live in for, sometimes, a year; 
the putting it up will cost a very trifle; it may be covered with bark, which is suf
ficient to keep the rain out, and let all the women and children remain there; while 
the men, under the guidance of superintendents, who should be hired for the purpose 
to accompany them, divided into parties of 20 or 25 under one man, one party 
going one way, and another party another; and let them be employed, in the first 
place, in cutting a complete road through the whole line they are to settle upon; 
When they have p;ot the road finished, let them set to work ill the same parties, and 
put up 0~1e anothers houses. It requires a number of persons to put up a house 
because they are constructed of large logs, and it requires a number of people t~ 
lift a log, and thef have what they call Bees to do that, a very appropriate name 
which means a collection of people called together for industrious purposes and 
assisting one another. They give them some whiskey and victuals durina their 
work, for their good will. All their woodland is cleared in that manner Oaf the 
timber, after it has been chopped. It strikes me that there are a areat many ex
penses that were .jncu~red .b~fore, tha.t would r~ot be necessary in f~ture. I would 
not presume to dlffe~ In oplplOn fr~m o~bers, Without hearing how it happened that 
those expenses were mcurred; but It stnkes me that some expenses in the first emi
gration were incurred, that might be av?ided .hereafter;. I should say that nearly 
1,0001. were expended, that I should thmk might be aVOIded in future emigrations 
conducted ol1.a regular plan? but I do not think it could be brought below '20/. 
When the elnlgrants have asSisted each other in buildinlJ their houses and the roads 
are opened, let each man become his own master, and go to hili CJwn' phce. 
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William Bcr(/)man Felton, ESQ., called in; and Examined. 

lOS. YOU are a legislative councillor in the province of Lower Canada ?- W. B. Peltoll, 
I am. Esq. .) 

106. Have you examined that part of the evidence which has been given hefore ~~f~-b--
h I · h C . . . I IE" C '! I "arc , ~ e rIS ommlttees In 1823 and 1825, which re ates to t le ' mIgratIOns to a- 1826. 

uada ~-I have read it. 
• J, 07 ~ , You are acquainted with the details of it?- [ am. 

108. Does it appear to you to be accurate in point of fact, with respect to the 
details therein mentioned ?-As far as my experience goes. 
· 109. Have you ever had an opportunity yourself of seeing any of the Emigrants 
in their locations, who were sellt out in 1823 ?-l have not becu in the province of 
Upper Canad~ at all. .. 
· .110. You are acquainted with the character of the desultory emigrations that occur 
e.v,ery year, consisting of emigrants who arrive ill Quebec from Ireland, and some
times from Scotland ?-Perfectl y. 
· tIl. "'ill you describe in general the manner in which those emigranls dispose of 
themselves upon their arrival?- The greater part of them proceed immediately from 
Quebec to Montreal; thence to the upper province, where we lose sight of them. 
:?ome remain at Quebec and Montreal during the summer, where they find employ
lDeot as water-side labourers, in .loading and discharging the vessels. Very fre. 
quently, on the arrival of winter, they locate themselves in the townships in Lower 
~anada, where. many of them permanently settle. 

112. Be so good to describe to the Committee, in detail, what is meant by locating 
themselves ?-There are two modE'S in which the settler usually disposes of himself; 
one i.; by receiving from the Crown a grant of land, and the other mode is by 
purchasing a lot of land from a proprietor. In the first case, he makes his ap
plication by petilion to the governor in council at Quebec, or jf he has proceeded 
~nto the interior without having applied at Quebec, he makes bis application to the 
;;tgents who reside in the different townsh)ps ; he is then placed upon the lot, with all 
understanding that a title to it will be given to him, on his having performed certain 
settling duties, as the Crown furnishes him with no supplies of provision or assistance 
in any other shape. He \:lsually employs himself the first winter in thrashin:g, chop
ping wood, or in any other kind of labour by which he gains sufficient for his support 
~urjng the winter, and usually provision enough to carry him thro';lgh the three 
months of the succeeding spring. In the course of the spring, he applies himself 
to bush out and fell a small piece of wood land, on which he plants potatoes, and 
~ometimes a little Indian corn; and as in a partially settled country he usually 
finds..:'l. market for his labour, he contrives to pass the first twelve months on the 
produce of his ground a,nd of his extra lauotlf. 

113. Supposing :iuch all emigrant as you !lave descriued, to have a wife and 
family, what uecomes of them during this period ?-In a partially settled country, 
the women always find sufficient employment to support them during the winter. 

114. In what way do they employ themselves ?-In assisting the families of the 
previously settled inhabitants. It is always to be understood that some priority of 
establishment in the ~oulltry I am speaking of is predicated upon, for, unless the 
~~ttlers established in the country have a surplus of provision, it would be impQs
:;ible to employ any of the destitute e,migrants. 
I 115 .. Then. in point Qf fact, the previous settlers calculate upon this suppl:y,oJ 
labour every year, to enable them to go on ?-They profit by the occasional arriv.als 

, gf destitute emigrants; they perhaps might not be inconvenienced by the waDt of 
them, but their arrival accelerates their progres£. . 
. 116. In what way are those newly arrived emigrants generally paid for their 

,labour, by money or in provision?-Always ill produce; sp~~king always of those 
~mployed by the previously establish.ed settlers. 

117. Do you Dlean to say that tbe previously e~tablisbed setth~rs'arc enabled to cx-
"len~ tll~ir «;ultivat.ion, by.giving thai ~hich is.of ~ery littlCvalue to them,.at1d which is 
absolutely necessary to the newlyarl'ived .. seHler?---I ':shouldnot make use of the 
term WIiUle.'l(Qlue;, they give to th.e.newJy arriv~'.settler 's"portiollQf their surplus 
produq:, wbj,~h they IDQstotherwise .. carry to a~~.fiim.t lJliI.J.1kfttJ .his of great value 
to them. '. 

40 4. E ::: lIS. Are 



W. B. Feltoll, EI,. 
~,----J 

21 March, 
1826. 

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

118. Are they always able to obtain a market for their surplus produce, "'hieh 
shall make it worth their while to carry it to that market?- Not always; and that 
is the great difficulty in all the newly settled parts of Lower Canada, they have to 
contend with the remoteness of markets. 

I 19. Does that difficulty arise from the want .of ~oads, and of the means of con
veyance or frorn an actual want of market?-Pnnclpally from the want of means of 
conveya~('e, of roads; there ~as .been no act~al want of market for any agricultLir~ 
produce in Lower Canada, wlthm my experience. • 

120. Have you any opportunity of knowing. the relative 9uality of the land in, 
Lower Canada and in Upper Canada, speakmg generally r-Merely by report. 
My own experience has been confined to the lower province. : 

121. What i~ the average production per acre of wheat, upon land lately cleared, 
in which the stumps are left ?--The average production of wheat, in the more fertil~ 
parts of the lower province, on newly cleared land of good quality, is about 2'.1' 
bushels per acre. It must be understood that a very large proportion of the super
ficies of this land is occupied by the stumps. < 

122. For how many years does that extraordinary rate of produce of the newl, 
deared land continue; how so Of) does the first surface soil appear to be exhausted ?
The usual course of cropping new land, is to take one crop of wheat, and to sow the 
land immediately with grass seed, so that the succeeding crop is an abundant one of 
hay, and it is then mown for three, four or five years without manure, which is a suffi
cient proof of the fertility of the soil; at the expiration of that time the hard wood 
stumps or the stumps of the deciduous trees are usually rotten, ~ufficiently so to admi~ 
of'the plough tearing up the roots without difficulty; and at that period the cultivator 
usually clears his land completely, and reduces it into a state of permanent aration. : 
. 123. Supposing a case, such as you have described, of the trees being cut down off 
the land, then a crop of wheat, then five crops of grass, and then the land is ploughed 
up; will not the crop in the ensuing year be more abundant than it was in the 
first year ?-Certainly not; less so. ..' 
.. '. 124. What would be the average produce of land when bJ'0ught into regular culti..: 
vation r-Twelve bushels an acre is the average produce. 
, 125. Are you sufficiently acquainted with the details of the plan that has been 
adopted with respect to the emigrants located by Mr. Robinson, to be enabled to 
answer, whether you think that that system, of assisting the settlers in the formation 
of their location with implements, and in the building of their hOuses, and pro"': 
viding them with a cow, is likely to accelerate very materially their success in that 
country ?-Most undoubtedly it is; it is the most sure and certain means that could 
he devised of establishing the people, and of improving the country. 

126. Then, supposillg an emigrant placed in Lower Canada, with his wife and two 
children, upon an hundred acres uf land of average quality, with a reserve of fifty 
acres ~t~ached to it, to which he .would be entitle.d in case of his cu1tiv~ting properly 
the orlgmal hundred, and SUppOSIng that he receives all that sort of assistance which 
has been alluded t?; are you of opinion that at th.e e~piration of seven years, 
supposing that he IS not called upon for any out-gOIng 10 the way of tax or rent 
duting ~that period! he would be ena~l~d to pay a .quit-rent of 3/. 108. gd. per 
annum ~-Much Will depend on the fertlhty of the SOIl, a~d on ~he proximity of the 
market, both f~r produce and for labour; byt ~~der ordmary Circumstances, there 
c~n be no questIOn as to t~e ~o'Jier. of the IOlltvldual to meet that demand upon 
him. .The. Frenc.h. Canadian m.habltants,' who occupy, for the most part, a soil of 
much mferIor fertilIty to any which the Crown would select for the location of those 
emigrants, pay at least 78. 8d. in Canadian currency, that is, about 78. sterling 
an~ four ~ushels of whea~, annual rent, for a lot of 160 acres; and they have no 
assistance In the outset, either from the Crown, or from the seigneur from whom 
they received the. grant. . . 

12 7., In speakmg of.the acre, do you speak of I~ as the acre of England, or as the 
arpent~-J\l the foregomg ca~e as the arpent; but It matters little to the settler on the 
crow~ lands, .whet~er.he has ~fty .acres or one hundreq and fifty, because he can do no 
more than brmg fitty Into .CUI~I~atlon for th.e first seven or eight years; and the settlers 
who purc~ase land from mdlVldual proprietors, at the rate of from 7 s. tid. to lOS: 

per acre, 10 almost all cases pay the whole prime cost in_the course of seven years. 
l.2~t Does h~ pay a fi~e o~ entrance upon the land ~-No; he comes into pos': 

Se$Slon upon a simple application to the seIgneur. :: 
~ 129 ... When does he comme,nce paying that 7 s. 8 d. per annum ?-H e commences 
Immediately by law, but by agreement usually at· the expiration of the third or iourth 
year. 

130. For 
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130. For how long has he that land ?-For ever. 
. 131. Upon the same payment?-It is a quit-rent, liable to an alienation fine of 

ene-twelfth of the value of the land. . 
J 32. Are you speaking of any parliculal' district of Lower Canada ?-Of that 

part of the province of Lower Canada granted en seigneurie. 
.. 133. Will not the price differ, according as the land is nearer to or further re
moved from the markets on the river?-The instance which I now adduce is taken 
from the seigneural or French part of Lower Canada. That part which is held en 
seigneurie includes portions of every part of the province, on the banks of the river 
St. Lawrence, and the streams falling into it; but it does not apply in the least to 
the lands which are now in the power of the Crown, all of which are of superior 
quality to those held en seigneurie. 

] 34. Is it the case, that the quit-rent which is paid to the seigneur, is generally 
hot exacted for the first three or four years?- That is the fact. 

J 35. Do they pay the arrears ?-N 0; they commence at the expiration of three 
or four years. 

J 36. You say that that land is of an inferior soil to that which would be granted by 
government; what kind of soil is it ?-The greater part of it is a very stifi" clay and 
in'a state of nature, usually covered with water, so that it requires draining on a very 
large scale; that is to say, a whole seigneurie or concession requires to be drain€d 
before a particular farm can be brought into cultivation. 
~, ] 37. What kind of soil is that in Upper Canada r- I have no personal acquaint
am:e with Upper Canada, I speak only of Lower Canada. 

J 38. Can you state the average produce per acre, of that land which is held under 
the seigneurs ?-The average produce is almost too trifling to be mentioned; I do 
110t believe it exceeds seven bushels an acre; I am certain that the average produce 
of the cultivated parts of Lower Canada does not exceed seven bushels the acre. 
, 139. Is that land subject to any tax in the shape of tithe ?-Subject to a tithe of 
~be twenty-sixth partofthe clean grain delivered, but only subject when in possession 
~f the Catholic; the same land is not subject to a tithe when in possession of the 
P.rotestant. 

J 40. Whatis the rate of wages in that district?-The Canadian agriculturist very 
rarely employs labourers; he conducts his operations, in most cases, with the assist
~lncc of his family alone. 

141. In case of their taking bired labourers, what is generally paid ?-They rarely 
pay above five dollars a month in money, besides their board, washing and lodging. 

142. Do the Committee rightly understand you to state, that seven bushels an 
acre is the average produce of that land ?-Seven bushels of wheat per acre is more 
than the average produce of cultivated land in the seigneuries in Lower Canada. 
. 143. Is wheat the article chiefly cultivated?-Wheat is the grain generally culti
vated; the Canadian population subsist almost exclusively on wheat . 

. 144. What do you consider as the average price of wheat in the Quebec market?
Four shill.ings sterling a bushel; I do not speak of wheat as a commercial article; 
it is much higher when cleaned and prepared for the foreign market; I speak of the 
Quebec market as the grain market of the country. 

145. You state that the superior land not yet occupied, is at the back of the 
poorer land you have been describing, therefore there will be a greater expense 
in transporting the produce ?-l\Iuch greater. 

146. Was .this annual rent you have mentioned, originally a rent to the Crown?
No; always to the seigneur. The mode of granting land under the French government 
was hy ·giving a large extent of territory to an individual, with an understanding 
that he should grant it to all applicants, the seigneur laying out roads, building 
mills, and affording them some other little protections; ill fact, he was the repre
sentative of the government on the spot; and as a remuneration for his time and 
.trouble he was allowed, from each individual to whom he made a concession or 
a grant, to receive or to retain this rent, which was considered to be very light upon 
the grantee, and a sufficient remuneration for the time, tl'Ouble and attention of 
the seigneur. 

J 47. Then in point of fact, this rent that is paid to the seigneur is not in any 
·degree to be considered in the nature of a rent having reference to the value of the 
land ?-Certainly not in the remotest degree. 

148. This rate that you state to have been laid on by the seigneur, in the fir-st 
jnstanc~, is not stated· as ·a fair estimate of the value of the land ?-It has no refeF
.ence to ~he value of the land, nor to any previous advantage. 
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r_,. 149. Are there. many applications .for land under those conditions?-:-FrQm the W.B; . .c_tm, 

E'q. Canadian populatIOn many: . . " . 
'-----...., __ -~.J 150 . From new se~tlers ~-No, all n~w s.ettlers dislIke the C.anadlan,.tenure;QJld 

2J March, they dislike the mode In whIch the l~nd IS laId out; the ~~ap~ ot the.lot~ IS ext~emely 
l!l~6. inconvenient, a very narrow front wIth ~ gre~t. depth; It. 1~ al~ost Impo~sl.~le to 

make a convenIent farm. But to make Hltelhglble my opll~lOn ot the poss!blhty of 
a. new settler paying the rent pro~osed to be demand.ed at hun, I sbould bnefly say, 
that in almost all cases when European or American settlers purchase l~[Jd m 
townships in Lower Canada, they find th~mselves ~blc to pay for it in the cOI:J!'se 
of six, seven or eight years, at the rate of fwm 78. 0 d. to ] 0 S. an acre, and paylllg 
six per cent. illterest in the interval. 

151. Probably those parties may have some capital of their own in the first 
instance ?-They have steady habits of labour, nothing else. 

152 . Are those people living in countries where there is a money circulation? 
-Very little. . 

153. Do they pay for it in money or in produce ?-Most frequently they pay m 
produce, but in some cases in money. . 

'.54. If civilization spreads in Lower Canada, is there any reason why a mONey 
tirculating medillm should not fiud its \Yay into those districts, where now, from 
their being so very tbinly peopled, it may not circulate?-The districts.of which I 
now have spoken have been so recently settled, that there bas been no tJme for the 
accumulation of property sufficient to convert any part of it into a circulating 
medium, all those settlers were men commencing with nothing but their labour, 
and perhaps sufficient subsistence to carry them through a month. As soon as 
prOpei"ty accumulates, the circulating medium will come into the country. 

155. Can you inform the Committee how many thousands of acres offertility suffi· 
cient to secure the payment of a quit. rent of :3 I. lOS. 9 d. on every hundred and fifty 
acres, remain undisposed of in Lower Canada, in situations having facilities with 
respect to markets that would make them eligible points of location ?-I am afraid 
one of the requisites, namely, that of vicinity to a market, i~ not to be found in any 
of the new country; that is the great difficulty which has hitherto been felt; there 
are 110 lands in the power of the Crown upon the banks of any river. 

1 Si. Notwithstanding the absence of a convenient market, the Committee under. 
stand tllat stiil you persevere in the opinion, that the emigrant could find points of 
loc~tion on which he could cOl~veniently pay a quit-rent of 3 t. J os. I:) d. at the expi
ratlOl~ of the first seven ~ears; III sllch a ca~e ~'here would .i)e iJis market for his pro
duce :-:-On the assull.lptlOn that th.c operation IS to be calTled on extensively, I think 
a sufficlent market Will be found tor the surplus produce of the first settlers in the 
illlli](;diate vicinity of their establishments; and the illJproved communications that 
will be necessary to place the emigrants conveniently, will enable them thereafter 
to convey their produce to the capital, and those parts of the province where there 
is always a ready nwrket for all descriptions of agricultural produce. 
. 157· Will it be necessary, then, to make new roads? -- It will be infinitely the most 

judicious way of commencing the establishment. 
J 58. Were you rightly understood to state, that, generally speaking, the gralltcc; 

were enabled. t.o purchaSE" the land at the enu of seven yeal s ?-The purchasers of 
land from.onglnal grantees are most usually, enabled to pay for their purchase in 
seven or eIght years. 
: 159· 'Vhat would the amnUllt of the purclJase money be?-1'01' a liundred acres 
It.~·ould be two. hundrerl d.ollars. I am spcaLing of p~rts of l.he country where ther~ 
eXIst sorr~e pre~lOus estabhsbment; b~lt the .country loto whIch those settlers would 
be sent IS a Wilderness to an almost lndefil1lte extent· but it ,,·1·11 ~Je a .·Id' ~ I I" ,I \'\1 el neg~ 
n? onger W len a number ot .settlel~s have ocen established there by the Crown it 
wIll resemble a country that IS partially se:ttlcd. ' 

1 Go. Is that purchase money obtained from the accumulation of profit a .' d 
from the land ?-I should consider it, properly speaking, the accumulatio~ ~?~~ 
wages of labour. e 

161. ,Do you mean, that that is ma.dc lip from the management of the· entire of the 
)~nd,. or ~~~ that profit ?e produced tr~m the culture of less than the entire ?-Infi. 
nltel) less, 111 no case WithIn my experience does the purchaser of I d d 

. C I d I" a lUll re acres o. ~n c ear more than tour or five and twenty acres in five yeo 
h 1') I . d - ,us. 

I u2. l€n tIC sum reqUire for the Durch~se of tbe entil'''' n-·. ht b I <I f I l' . f . ~, j" e accumu ateq ro.m tIe eu tIvatlOll 0 it quarter of it ?_ Yes. o· 



ON E1\UGRATION· FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 27' 

163. Are you ~peakillg now of the purchase money, or of the value of the pur
chase money in produce which may be accumulated ?-Of both. 

164. When you say that a person after seven years can purchase the land in fee
simple, do you mean that he can pay for it in produce, or in money?-I mean that 
jf he'makes no payment till the expiration of seven or eight years, he is most 
likely enabled to pay for it in cash; but if he pays for it by instalments, he win 
most likely not be able to pay for it otherwise than in produce, because markets 
lfhich will return cash for produce do not ordinarily exist in newly settled countries 
\intil 'tae expiration of some seven, eight or nine years. . 

165. You said that it was your opillion, that the emigrant would find a sufficient 
market among the settlers of his own neicrhbourhood at the period of his first settling ; 
how do you explain that ?-In answer t~ the question, whether a market would be 
found in the neighbourhood, I stated, that supposing the operation of settlement were 
carried on on a large scale, the first settlers would find a market for their pro ... 
cluce among the later arl'ived emigrants, amongst those who are to be settled 
afterwards. 

J 66. Y Oll assume a perpetual stream of emigration ?-Yes. 
167. That is to say, that they would pay for their labour in the produce of their 

setttements r-Exact! y. 
168. What quantity of acres do you imagine are now in the power of the Crown to 

locate, upon the principle that is laid down ?-There would certainly be two millions
of acres in the lower province, of fair quality. 

J69 .. In what part ofthe province do those lie r-FromGaspe to the eastern town
ships. The lower province is divided into two parts by the river St. Lawrence; on 
the south side of the St. Lawrence there will be about one million of acres in the 
rear of the French seigneuries; on the north side there will be about an equal 
quantity contained between the rear line of those seigneuries and a chain of moun
tain!; which lies parallel to the river St. Lawrence on the north side. 

j 70. At what distance are the mountains from the St. Lawrence ?-They vary 
exceedingly; they approach the St. Lawrence at Quebec, and diverge from it 
as,it proceeds to the south-west; they take a course about west. 

] 71. Then the two millions of acres that you are talking of, are within the boundary 
of,the mountains?-Yes. 

172. Have you included the district of Gaspe in this enumeration ?-No; from 
Gaspe, not including Gaspe. 

J 73. What do you understand to be tbe number of acres in Gaspe ?-J am quite 
persuaded that there is no one now existing who bas sufficient knowledge of the district 
of Gaspe to say with accuracy what number of cultivatable acres there are in that
district. I do not believe there are above 200,000 acres in Gaspe that are avail
able. There are ten thousand acres in Gaspe cultivated at this moment, and only 
about two thousand inhabitants. 

" 174. Is the land you have just alluded to, between the mountains and the St. Law
rence, more fertile than that immediately on the banks of the St. Lawrence ?-The 
lands which rise above the plam of the St. Lawrence are more easilv cleared 
and cultivated. -

. 175. How many bushels of wheat will they produce to the acre, when cleared ?
As no part of that country has been cleared a sufficient time to ascertain the produce 
f()r·anumber. of years consecutively, I can only give an opinion as to what it will 
do, not as to wbat it has done. We know from experience what the other has 
done.' I should say, as a wheat soil, it "ill not be slIperior to the other; but it 
will necessarily be superiorly cultivated, because we know that the French farms 
are\;ery,imperfectly and inconveniently cultivated, and they do not return to the 
cu~tivator one half of the produce which they are capahle of affording. 

'1j6.· Is there much winter wheat grown in 1.,0\\(:1' Canada?-Very little ;the wet
rress .of the soil in the French Canadian country is much against the" growrh of it. 

177. Do the Canadians manure their lands ?-Very partially. . 
.1'78. 'When you speak of twelve bushels an acre being rendered by land, after the 

meadowcourse that you spoke of, do you consider that it is then in a very exhausted 
state, from the continuation of meadow cropping ?-Far from it; on the contrary, it i~ 
then in a most favourable state for arable cultivation; but it has received no manure, 
and t.he staple of the soil is not mixed up with the vegetable matter on its surface 
su~clently to render that which is the only manure that is found in the country 
a:valtable for any useful purpose. . 

] 79· Is the meadowing weIr managed in Lower Canada ?-In alluding to the cui· 
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tivation of that part of the pro~ince which i.s not in seigneuries,. I speak 'Of the hill~ 
country now be]ongi~g to the Crown, or. wh.lch bas been granted ll1 common so~ca~,.1 
and which includes mne-tenths of that dIstrict; and the system pursued there IS very 
different from the system pursued in the F~enc~ seigneuries; as no p~r~ of that: 
country has been sufficiently long under cult .. vat~on . to form meadows, It IS almost 
impossible to say whether their meadow cultivatIOn IS goo~. 

180. Do they mow before the grass has shed the seed r-The>, al.ways do. 
181. In the account ",hich JOu gave of the SYStt:lU of cultIVatIOn, \'f.·ere you 

alluding to land under French seigneuries, or undcr new grants from the Crown? 
- Under new grants from the Crown. 

182. After they break up the ground, after the meadow coursc, do you think .it 
improves in quality in the progress of cultivation ?-The quality of the grou~d ~tll 
remain always the same; with ordinary attention its productive powers will Im~ 
prove, of course. 
. 183. Do you not think the quality of the ground may be materially improved? 
-I do not think the quality of the ground is at all improved by the applicatio~.of 
manure; its capabilities of yielding a large crop may be increased, but the quallty 
of the ground will always remain the same. 

184. Are there any natural meadows in Lower Canada ?-There are very many. 
185· That would in the progress of civilization be made available for the purposes 

of agriculture ?·-They are, in the first instance, natural meadows, and are the first 
resort of the settler for wild hay. 

186. Have they any regular course of crops ?-N othing that justifies that ap-
pellation. . 

187. When you state that twelve bushels an acre is the amount of produce, do 
you mean under the French management as well as under that of the more recent 
settlers ?-No; I speak only of the recent settlers; I give seven bushels an acre 
as the average produce of the cultivated land in the Seigneuries in Lower Canada. 

18R. Are the measures that you have been alluding to, bushels, and of acres, the 
$ame as the measures known under those terms in England ;I-In speaking of the 
newly-cultivated land, the measures of land and of grain are the same as those in 
England; in speaking of the Canadian establishments, the measure of grain there 
is larger, and the measure of land is smaller; but I have spoken in all cases of 
English measures, when I have been speaking of produce and English acres. 

189. You have alluded to the state of the tithe-law, which exempts from the pay
lJlent of tithe such land as passes from Roman Catholics into the hands of Protes
tants; is that the general law respecting tithe in Canada, or confined to particular 
districts ?-The French law of tithe in Lower Canada has hitherto only been applied 
within the seigneuries, because there are no parishes, and but very few Catholic 
inhabitants, out of tbe seigneuries. 

190 . Is the Committee, then, to understand that the law of tithe to which you 
referred, is the French law of tithe ?-.Jt was estauiishcd by an ordonnance of 
the French King. 
~ 191. Of what date?- I fqrget the date at this moment. 

] 92 . Are the Committee to understand there is no prm ision for the Catholic 
clergy, suppos.ing they leave the ~ei~neuries in the remaining part of the province? 
-,-The Cat~ohc clergy! by the eXlstmg la~ of Lower Canada, have a right to exact 
fror:n all their commUnIcants the twenty-sixth part of the clean grain produced on; 
their farms. 

193· S.upposing the Catholic clergy to leave tile seigneuries, would that right no 
looger eXist ,-There has been no decision upon that subject yet. . 
: 194· Are you aware of any instance in which this claim has been matter of dis
pute?-Yes, ~ am; not wbere. i~ has been legally brought forward. 

] 95· \Yhat I.S the general.opll1lOn respecting this claim ?-There can be no doubt 
~s to the Illegality of the. clalll~, because th(:: tithe on land granted in common soccage 
IS replaced uy a reservation ot la~d for the clergy. 

1 y6. In those reserv~d lands I~ there any provision contemplated for the ~lergy 
Q.f the Roman Cathohc persuaSIOn ?-None whatever; they are reserved exclu~ 
lIJvely to the use of the Prolestant clergy. 

19;· l!pon what principle is it that Protestants are not compellable to pay tithe 
!-or tI.le selg.neurallands ... ?-T~le P.rotestant is compellable to pay tithes for lands held 
~ sel,gneune, but the Cathohc pnest has not a right to collect them from him.. 

Ig8. To whom, thell, does he pay those tithes?-The A,;t of 179 1 directs that' 
tll~y sJlall u: collected, anq that i'i <III. '. . . . 

199. Without 
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,199. Without stipulating the person by whom· they areto be collected, or the per
son to whom they are to be paid?-They have not been collected in consequence. 

200. Has the influence of the Catholic clergy been much exocted to prevent the 
Catholic inhabitants from settling in the new townships. ?-The Catholic clergy, as 
well as the population of the seiuneurieH in, general, have shown and expressed 
,themselves averse to establishmenfs in the townships. 

201. Upon what grounds have they expressed that aversion ?-That appears from 
the evidence given before committees of the house of assembly in Lower Canada, 
by the cures of the different parishes in the province. ' 

202. Do you allude to a circular letter sent round to make an inquiry for the pur
pose of ascertaining the reasons why the Catholic inhabitants had shown a universal 

:reluctance to settle in the new townships ?-The inquiry. propedy speaking, was 
.before a committee of the house of assembly, on the subject of establishing the 
~rown lands, and those questions incidentally arose, and those were the answers 
gIVen. 

203. Was one of the causes stated, in almost every answer, the unwillingness of 
,the people to deprive themselves of the s.eCOU1'S de la 1°eligion ?-Exactly so, it was. 

204. Are you of opinion that with the assistance which has been given to emigrants 
in the emigrations of 1823 and 1825, at the termination of the year during which 
,those emigrants receive aid, they will be enabled to cultivate their farms with ad
vantage ?-l am decidedly of opinion that in the majority of cases that aid is 
fully sufficient to establish them; there may be particular instances in which it 
would be judicious to afford them some additional assistance. 

205. You are aware that there is now in agitation a plan for the formation of an 
agricultural company in Lower Canada; do you imagine that the purposes of that 
company could be directed to facilitate an emigration of this nature, in any way?

, Undoubtedly they might. 
206. Can you detail the mode in which those facilities can be afforded ?-It is in

tended to operate in a part of the province in which the Crown has little disposable 
land, but in which there is a great deal of uncultivated land; and as the company, to 
gain access to the ground reserved, must necessarily make roads of communication, 
those roads will be made use of hereafter by the emigrant population to, spread 
themselves over the unoccupied lands in the country; but the Crown or the public 

., would find it much too expensive to undertake to place the emigrants on the few 
remaining lands at the disposal of the Crown within that district. 

207. Do you reside near Quebec ?-About 180 miles in the interior, or 120 miles 
in a direct line from Quebec; about 100 miles from the St. Lawrence. 

208. Do you know much about the navigation of the St. Lawrence ?-Not pro
fessionall y. 

209. Do you know how long it is shut up by ice?-From the 18th or 20th of 
November to the latter end of April, in some years; but the period of closing and 

. the period of opening varies with every season. 
210. Is it observed that the seasons have been mild oflate years, generally?

Not at all; on the first of last February the thermometer was 40 degrees below 
zex:o, at Quebec. 

211. Do you know much of the navigation between Quebec and Montreal?
-Only by travelling in steam boats and other conveyances; I have no professional 
acquaintance with it. 

212. There is now a constant steam-boat navigation between Quebec and Mon
treal, is there not ?-There is. 

213. What is the tonnage of the passage vessels ?--From 4 to 600 tons. 
214. Are they employed for commerce up the river?-Yes, and in carrying 

, passengers. 
215. Is there much commerce conducted by steam up the river?-The whole of 

.the commerce of last year was conducted by steam towing, but 110t by steam boats 
embarking the cargoes. 

216. ,Do you con&ider that, ultimately, the whole of the commerce up the rIver 
will be conducted through the medium of steam ?-Unquestionably. 

217. Is there any project for applying steam to the navigation of the lower St. 
Lawrence, in connexion with Halifax ?- I fear the project is abandoned; there was 
. such a project. 
. 218. Is it considered very desirable?-There are various opinions upon the sub
lect; to state my own, I should say that it is highly desirable, because t consider 

• that the port of Halifax is the natural entrepot for the Canadas. ' 
404. F :::: 1 g. Between 
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21 9. Between, them and the West Indies?-Between them and any other part 

of the world. " b h 'I' f h . 
220, You say there is a difference of opl~JOn a out, t e. ~tl Ity 0 t at p~oJe~t; 

d es that difference arise from any doubts of the practicability of steam navIgatIOn 
b~tweeD Halifax and Quebec,?-No; I suspect merely fro?1Iocal. interests. 

221. Previous to the shuttmg up of the fiver, when the Ice begms to form, does 
the rate of insurance rise very greatly?-Very much. .. 

222. Is that in reference to the state of the weather, or the formatlOn of lce?
The one is necessarily connected with the other. 

223. How soon does that rise generally take place in the autumn ?-In the 
second week in November. 

224. Is there not a considerable commerce at present between Quebec and the 
West Indies ?-About a million of gallons of rum come every year from the West 
Indies. 

225, Do you conceive that the commerce of Quebec would be gr,e~tly increased 
by the application of steam to the lower St. Lawrence ?-Every faCIlIty aftorded to 
commerce must tend to its increase; and in that point of view, I should say there 
must be some increase. 

226. Are there not circumstances peculiar to the navigation of the St. Lawrence, 
that render steam very necessary ?-Not as respects the communication between 
Quebec and the countries below it; but as respects the communication between 
Quebec and Montreal, steam is almost essential. 

227, Is not the navigation of the lower St. Lawrence, by sailing vessels, very 
tedious, and considered rather dangerous?- I have no reason to believe it is either 
the one or the other. 

228. Have they not to work up against a strong current ?-The tides are very 
strong, equally in favour of vessels; and jL1dgi~g from the description of vessels 
employed in the commerce, I should say there IS not much danger, because they 
are very imperfectly found, and of a very inferior description. 

229. Is the general communication with Halifax through the Gut of Canso?
I am not prepared to answer that question. 

230. Have you ever passed through the Gut of Canso ?-I have not. 
23I. Are you of opinion that the power and prosperity of Lower Canada would 

be materially increased, by an access of population injected there through the means 
of a judicious emigration ?-I am most perfectly of that opinion. 

232. Doyou believe that to be the general opinion among the best informed persons 
in the province, or is there any prejudice against it ?-An opinion prevails amongst 
many respectable men in the province, that the Canadian population require all the 
disposable land which is contained within the precincts of the province; and there 
is one fact which cannot be controverted, and that is, that the Canadian population, 
generally speaking, are too thickly placed on the land which they occupy; but that 
arises from an imperfection in the French law, the costume de Paris, dividing the 
property among all the heirs of the family, by which their estates have been frittered 
into ~ort~ons in m,any cases to~ s~~ll to. support the proprietors,; and in adverting 
to thIS dlfnculty, It would be JudICIOUS m all future grants to emIgrants to insert in 
their grants a clause preventing the sale of portions of their property, at least under 
a certain number of years, more particularly if the Irish emigrants are to be the sub
ject of the bounty of government. 

233· Supposing the case of an emigrant who has remained seven years on his land 
during a period .wh~n he is not called upon to pay any rent, and that he leaves th~ 
Jan.d a~ t.he eXpIratIOn of that period, are you of opinion that the improvement 
whIch It ,IS to be pre~umed has taken place upon that land during seven years, would 
be, security e~lough tor the payment of that rent, upon the condition of the land 
being ~I~c:d In the hands of a purchaser ?-Most undoubtedly it would, provided 
t~e adjOInIng ~ountry, were settled; I should make no scruple to become respon
SIble for all faIl~res, .If a well conducted settlement were carried on for seven years. 

234, po you Im~g,In,e that purc~asers would always be found for lands so vacated? 
-PrOVided the adJomlng country IS ~ettled, there can be no doubt of it. 
. 235· Purchasers who would be ready to give a money price to the government for 
It, so as to. remu~erate them for the loss of the annuity ?-That is my opinion. 

236. It IS possl,ble that an e~igrant in his thi~d or .fourth year might sell otT all his 
stock a,nd retIre flOm the provmce; do you not IOlaU 1l1e that it would be ver b 
Itt h 'b' , 0 y easy y regu a IO~S 0 prevent t e POSSI lhty of .that r~tiring, inasmuch as the emi rants 

who receIved so much advantage from their locatIOn could not object to regul~tjons 
which 
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which would enforce a fair degree of industry upon them, and in some degree a 
diminution of free agency ?-I apprehend that if the settlement be properly con
ducted and the lands judiciously selected, there will be no opening for occurrences 
of that description; for it will be always the interest of the individual to remain 
on a property which is worth cultivating, and he should not be placed there if it is 
not worth cultivating. 

237. Does your experience induce you to suppose that there is any chance of hemp 
or flax being cultivated successfully in Lower Canada ?-Flax is already extensively 
cultivated in Lower Canada, sufficiently so to clothe the majority of the inhabi
tants; hemp might be cultivated if there were a certainty of a demand for it; but 
I apprehend, under the present circumstances of the population of the country, it 
is not judicious to offer much encouragement for it, it requires too much manual 
labour before it can be brought to market, and labour is at too high a price to make 
it profitable. 

238. But if the natural quality of the land in Lower Canada would justify the 
production of hemp upon sound principles, provided there were labour enough to 
prepare it for the market, might not a population be introduced there for the special 
purpose of assisting in the preparation of that hemp for the market ?-I am pre
pared to believe that a very few years will exhibit the population of Lower Canada 
sufficiently dense to require the introduction of some article to employ them; and 
in that case hemp may be resorted to. 

239. Have there not been experiments made in the growth of hemp ?-There 
have; the article succeeded as far as respects its growth, but the manual operation 
was too expensive. 

240. Have you ever known any hemp or flax exported ?-Small exports of hemp 
have been attempted, but they have not succeeded. 

241. The province divides in the Utawas, does not it ?-The Utawas divides the 
two provinces. 

242. On the left-hand bank of the Utawas are the lands disposed of?-On the 
margin of the river there are townshi ps disposed of; at the rear of those townships 
there is some land of very good quality which is ungranted. 

243. Would that be a very judicious place for the location of Emigrants ?-Un
doubtedly. 

244. Probably the expense of putting persons on the lands near the banks of the 
Utawas river would be much less than the expense of putting them on the land by 
Colonel Taluot"s ?-There mi~ht be a .small saving; it would be necessary to make 
roads through the granted lands, to gam access to the other; at all events it would 
be a fair distribution of the encouragement which the Legislature affords to the 
provinces, to place some in Lower Canada. 

245. How far down the St. Lawrence, on the northern bank, are the lands settled? 
-They are very partially settled as far dOlVn as Malbaye. 

246. Is there any th~ng attaching t~ the lands below that to preclude their being 
settled ?-The country IS very mountaInOUS and broken, except on the Saguenac; 
on the upper part of that I have reason to believe there is room for an extensive 
settlement. 

247. Is the Saguenac navigable ?-It is, at all seasons of the year. 
248. How high up ?-Ninety miles, for large vessels. 
249. Would the climate interfere with any establishment on that river?-The 

climate is said to be as good or better than that of Quebec; the proximity of the 
ocean tempers the weather. 

250. Are the banks of the Saguenac settled at all at present ?~ Not at all; there 
was an establishment attempted by the Jesuits, but that was abandoned. 

Charles Hayes, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

251. YOU have formed extensive iron works in Uppf'r Canada?-I have. 
252. How long have you been resident there ?-. Six years. 
253. In what part of Upper Canada r-At Marmora, in the midland district. 
254· Have you ever had an opportunity of seeing any settlers who came over In 

what are called Mr. Robinson's Emigrations ?-Merely in passing, last year; I have 
not seen them so as to be able to form an opinion that would be important to 
the Committee. _ 

~55· .AI;e, you of opinion that an industrious emigrant, receiving the assistance 
whIch has 1!>een given by government in those emigrations of i 8~3 and 1825, placed 
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on land of average quality, would be enabled at the expiration of seven years to pay 
a quit-rent of 3/. lOS. gd. per. annum upon the land so allotted to him ?-Upon 
all occasions, as far as my expenence goes, I h,ave. found that the people of the 
pro'f'ince of Upper Canada have a very great objectIOn to rents of any kind, and it 
would create an unpleasant feeling in the mind of a settler; the impression that he 
was to pay a rent, when he compared his situ~tion with. that of those who had gone' 
previou~ly, who had their lands tree from pay~ng any tilIng. 

256. Do you mean that it would at all dIscourage them from taking a grant of 
land, or that they would be eager to purchase o~t such land ?-I t~ink if th~re was a 
definite sum, that they would be able to pay eaSIly, so that they might be dIscharged 
in the course of seven or ten years, it would be much more desirable, and give the 
man a decrree of courage to go on with his labour, rather than an annual rent, which 
might po~sibly descend even to his children. 

257. You will observe, that the question is with reference to an emigrant who is 
taken from Ireland, or some part of the United Kingdom, and who is in a state of great 
privation and destitution, to whom an offer is made of removal into a fertile country 
where he will have a grant of land; upon which land he will not be called upon 
to pay any thing whatever till the expiration of seven years, at which time he would 
be cailed upon to commence the payment of an annual rent, in liquidation of a sum 
tbat has been expended in conveying him out from the United Kingdom to Canada, 
that rent being reueemable at any time ?-That would be certainly the most efficient 
mode of meeting any objection tbat would be inade. 

258. You think the objection would be quite obviated by it being redeemable ?
Provided it afforded him a probability, in his own lifetime, of being upon an equality 
with his neighbour. I know the aversion that exists against renting land. I have 
Endeavoured frequently to di~pose of land by rent, and I never could; they have 
a very decided aversion to tbe name of rent; and upon all occasions they would 
exert themselves much more usefully, both to Government and themselves, if a 
certain sum were fixed, payable in a limited number of years, subject to an absolute 
dismissal from tbe land, or to an absolute ejectment, in the event of any payment 
failing; for our Government in Canada, I consider, has been rather too mild with 
our settlers, so much so, that it has been injurious to the settlers themselves, by not 
requiring that exertion \\"hich would induce them to provide for themselves. If 
th,ey can get a little land clear, so as to enable them to maintain their families, 
they .care very little auout any tbing else. 

259. Is it your opinion that a settler could fairly look forward in his lifetime to 
redeeming this annual payment ?-Certainly I think he might; a man could redeem 
much more than at the rate of 3/. lOS. in a year, if he were industrious. 

260. You do not entertain any doubt whatever that an industrious emigrant, in 
average seasons, located upon land in the manner described, would at the termina
tion of seven years be able to pay a sum amounting to 3t. lOS. gd, per annum, as 
interest of tile money laid out ?-I entertain no doubt of it; he would be able to 
redeem much more; and I should beg leave to suggest, that they should have the 
privilege of doing it as soon as they could. 

261. You are speaking alw~ys of~oney payments, of course r-Not in lJpper 
Canada. I would suggest, that If the Government could encourage the production of 
any article, hemp for instance, by the production of which the settler would be enabled 
to discharge that rent, and they could form depots for the reception of it durin<7 
the winter season, and then remove it to a shipping port, that would afford the hest 
means of encouraging the growth of hemp, or any other article. 

262. Do you mean to say, that you conceive a person under the circumstances 
which have been descriLed, at the expi~ation of. seven years would be able to pay 
~nnuall>, to Government 3/. ]Os. 9d. m cash:-He would, certainly, if he was 
mdustrlous. 

263. How would that operation be performed; where would be his market in 
Upper Canada? - ~y the means of communication by roads or by canals; no setde
ment can prosper wIthout roads; I have myself made 44 miles of road in Canada. 

Henry Jolm Boulton, Esq. called in; and further Examined. 

264. WHAT was the effect of raising the fees, upon ~rants of land to settlers, 
to 12.'. upon a. hundred acres, and .301. upon two hundred ?-The operation of 
chargIng those high fees was unquestlonabJy . to prevent persons taking land to any 
great extent; but I apprehend the great objectIon was not so much to the ff!es 

thal 
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that have at different times been exacted by the government, as to the inconvenience 
that people were put to in making application to government; a person, for instance, 
residing 200 miles from the seat of government, is under the necessity of drawing 
a petition, perhaps he cannot write, and he must engage a person to do it, he must 
send it to the seat of government, he must employ an agent; an ignorant man to 
go through this operation is a great deal of expense to him, and therefore they were 
frequently induced to buy land rather than go through the trouble of applying to 
the government at all; and therefore I consider, though the fees were high, that they 
were the least important part of the obstacle; it mlmy times happens that an emigrant 
coines, not knowing who to employ, and transacts his own business, then he must 
come perhaps 2QO miles from his home down to York, and he does not know when 
the council is to sit, he comes and remains there two or three or five weeks, at his 
own expense, hanging about York, before he can get an answer whether he hI to 
have his land or not, and before he can get his deed. 

265. Is not all this done away with now ?-Jt is. 
266. Was it not found advisable, after a very short trial, to reduce thosij high 

fees to a lower standard?-Yes, I believe it was; they are reduced . 
. 267. Had that reduction the effect of increasing the number of settlers in the coun

try?-It has heen so very recent that it is hardly possible to say; but I should say 
that during the time that those high fees were in existence, very little land was asked 
for upon the fee system; at the same time persons who represented themselves, 
without being under the necessity of proving it, to be poor, could get 50 acres for 
nothing; and the consequence was, that most people chose to say we are worth 
nothing, and we will take 50 acres for nothing rather than take 200 acres and 
pay pretty nearly the full value for it; and I know that to be the case with very 

. respectable people, who were not poor, who were perfectly able to pay the fees, 
. but who chose rather to say we come as poor emigrants, and we wish to take fifty 

acres for nothing; and large tracts of country were taken by fifty-acre settlers. 
268. Do you mean to say that the amount of the fees was not a great discourage

ment to persons settling in the country, so much so, that it was found necessary to 
reduce them ?-l think it was; but I think many persons would be inclined to give 
the same amount under another denomination and under other circumstances; 
when a man asks for land as a grant, he expects he is going to get a bounty, 
and it naturally appears rather strange to him, that you are going to give him 
a thing, and at the same time make him pay a very considerable part of the value 
of it under the name of fees, which he considers a hardship, because he imagines, 
perhaps, that those fees go to patent officers who are making out his grant; whereas, 
if he were told he is to purchase the land, he would not feel it a hardsllip at all; 
and as a strong confirmation of my idea, I ",·ill quote the instance of the Michigan 
territory in the United States; there the land-granting system is extremely simple: 
an individual is authorized to give out a ticket as soon as a man has paid him his mo
ney; he is the Receiver of the Purchase Money of Government Land; they go to 
him and 8ay,-Sir, I have made a selection of a mile square at such a place; of 
course it is surveyed, the man has the means of knowing where it is, and what the 
neighbourhood is: he says,-" I take that piece of land, and here is Illy money;" 
and he gives him a receipt, that he has paid the money; in a very short time, pro
bably in the course of a few hours, he gets his deed for it, and there is the whole 
ceremony; they give a dollar and a quarter an acre; he has no person to apply to, 
and there is no question to be asked; he goes and makes his selection, and he 
comes and pays his money, and gets it without any further trouble. 

269. Is not land very often granted in the United States without the money being 
paiil down at once?- I have understood they formerly used to grant it on paying a cer
tain portion, but under that system they used to pay three dollars an acre. I know 
what I am now stating with regard to the Michigan territory to be correct, be
cause I was there, and made particular inquiries about it from some of the officers 
of the American government, and I got the information that I am now giving 
from them. 

270. Do you consider the annual payment of a quit-rent of 3/. lOS. 9d. which is 
considered as the annuity necessary to cover the expense of 80/. for four persons, 
paid upon 150 acres, a lighter or a IJeavier tax thun the payment down of 12/. for 
100 acres, or of 30 t. for 200 acres in fee simple, with no further bargain ?-I think 
a man would find more present difficulty in making a payment of 30 I. for 200 acres, 
tllan.he ~ould in paying the 3t. 10 s. I am sure that it is impossible. for a Ina.n to 
pay It, betaUlie the perSQllS of \V hom 1 am speaking are· worth nothing, and of 
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course they could not pay}ol.; but if you were to ask a man of capital, when ~e 
comes into the country, '" III you rather pay 31. 108. a year, for 50 years, or wlll 
you pay 30 t.? of course he will say I will pay the 30 t. But I do not say that 
the payment of 30 t. for 200 acres did discourage the settlement of the country. 
I would by no means recommend a man of capital to go and take advantagf! of this 
svstem; it would be unwise in him to do so, because he can go with his capital and 
purchase his land much cheaper; but it is to be considered that this is not for the 
purchase of land, but for the repayment of an a~vance made to the emigrant to 
enable him to cultivate that land. I made a httle calculation the other day, 
and I found that the 3t. 10 s. 9 d. is not the interest that is usually paid in the 
colony upon such an advance; if any merchant were to lend an emigrant 801. worth 
of produce, and take his security for it, he would pay him six per cent. for the re
turn of it; and this 3t. 108. 9d. that is to payoff the principal, is not equal to that 
six per cent.; and therefore if he could understand that it was returning a loan that 
was made to him for the purpose of enabling him to clear the land that you gave 
him for nothing, he would look upon it in a very different point of view to what a 
man does who considers it as a rent. 

271. You have stated that one of the great difficulties of an emigrant in Upper 
Canada was his having to go such a distance to the land office to get his grant; how 
is that in the Michigan territory ?-There is a land office in each county, but the 
principal one is in Detroit. Detroit is the capital at which they first arrive; it is the 
Quebec of the Michigan territory; he goes and looks at his land, and pays his 
money, and gets his deed, and there is an end of the transaction. . 

2i'2. He first goes and selects the lot; may he not go a great distance for that 
purpose ?-He does not go with his family; he goes as an individual. I saw, I sup
pose, last year, 3 or 400 people of this description, when I was travelling on the 
circuit; I went through the American territory in steam-boats, and there was 
a constant succession of persons of this description, of all classes; the emigrants 
themselves, who were going there, gave me the same account of it; they said that 
they went to the land, they saw the land, made choice of a particular piece of 
land that they liked, that they wenl immediately to the land office in Detroit and 
paid their money; and I s~w th~ ot~er day a statement in a ~ewgpaper, copied 
from the DetrOit gazette, In whIch It appeared that the Amencan receiver had 
received 20,0001. in about six weeks last Spring. 

273. Do you not consider that in set.tlin~ a .country of that sort, it is of great im
portance to have a number of country mstltutlOns, as land offices ?-I think it is of 
very great importance; I was particularly struck with what l\Ir. Felton said that 
there is a person of this description in each township in Lower Canada; in Upper 
Canada it could not be done, because there are not persons to be found in every town .. 
ship t~at would be qu~lified fo~' it; b~t the land-granting system has been very 
much lmproved under SIr Peregnne MaItland; there are III each of the districts 
land offices, &c. board of commissioners, for the purpose of locating land which 
bas remedied a good deal of the evil. .... , 

Mercurii, 22- die Martii, 1826. 

George Markland, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

2 i 4. YOU are an executive councillor for the province of Upper Canada?-. 
I am. 

'2i5. Are you a Canadian by birth ?-I am. 
. 276. Have you had an op'portun~ty of seeing any of the Emigrants who came over, 
10 the year 1823, to Upper Canada ~-l cannot exactly say that I had an opportunity 
of seemg them ~fter they were settled upon t~e land. I saw them during their 
progress up the nver; but they were not settled 111 the part of the country in which 
I reside. 

277. Have you heard of them ?-I have heard, very frequently. 
278. What was the general tendency of the information you received ?-That they 

were managing exceedingly well, and were very comfortable and happy, both those 
who went first, and those who went aferwards. 

279. Are you conversant with agricultural pursuits in Canada ?-Very little; 
not practically at all. 

280. Have 
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280. Have you read that part of the Appendix to the Reports of the Irish Com
mittees of 1823 and 1825, which relates to the emigrations to Canada ?-I have. 

2 81. You know, therefore, the nature ofthe assistance that has been given by go
vernment to the two last emigrations?- I do; and I am particularly acquainted 
with the Superintendent. 

282. Are you enabled from your own knowledge to speak with confidence as to 
the fact, of an emigrant, sent to Upper Canada upon the same principles which have 
regulated that emigration, being able at the expiration of seven years to pay, without 
inconvenience, a quit-rent of 3/. ] os. 9 d. per annum, for 53 years, redeemable at 
pleasure ?-I should think there cannot be an'y doubt about it, if they are not to be 
called upon for any rent till after seven years, and if it is always insisted upon 
yearly, ",ithout its being allowed to accumulate into a large debt. 

283. You mean a money payment?-Y es; I think it could be very dearly shown 
by calculating the produce they must raise, taking the average produce of an acre of 
land. 

284. Are you aware of what the price of a bushel of wheat in the York market 
is ?-It is from four to five shillings in Quebec. I suppose it is about five shiHings ; 
that is the average price, and that is the ultimate market in the province to which 
every thing is sent. 

285. Supposing a rent of that son were demandable from an emigrant at the ex
piration of se\'en years, do you think there would be any practical difficulty in the 
province in collecting that rent from the emigrant ?-I am not aware of any par
ticular difficulty there would be in doing it; it should be made incumbent upon him 
to pay it; and it would be so much his interest to do so, that 1 cannot fancy there 
would be any difficulty. 

286. Supposing that he were either to refuse to pay it; or to retire from tbe colony, 
do you imagine that the land would be a sufficient security to obtain from some other 
person the rent in question, as the price of tbe possession of it ?-Most unques
tionably, far more than sufficient. It would be, no doubt, increased in value very 
much by being surrounded by other settlers; they would not all go. I tbink it 
could be shown, that after the expiration of three years the produce of an acre 
during the remaining four years would more than doubly pay the rent, just the 
ordinary produce of new land in that country, taking the rotation of crops which 
they generally have. 

287. Are you of opinion that a very general impression exists in Upper Canada, 
that an access of population would be of the greatest advantage to the province?
There is no question about the opinion of the advantage which it must derive from 
an accession of population; it is almost the only tbing it requires. The land is ex
cellent, and the climate admirable; it only wants people. 

288. Are you practically conversant with Colonel Talbot's principle of location? 
-1 have understood what it was. 

289. What rent does he exact from the settlers ?-I am not sufficiently acquainted 
with it to know exactly what his demands are upon the settlers. 1 have been 
through his settlement, and seen that it flourishes. I believe there is no rent 
exacted; he received a certain proportion for settling a certain quantity. 

Colonel John Ready, called in; and Examined. 

290. YOU are Lieutenant Governor of Prince Edward's Island ?-I am. 
291 . You have resided some year& in Lower Canada ?-I have, five years in the 

situation of Secretary to the Governor in Chief. 
292. You have had an opportunity of hearing the evidence that has been given 

, by Mr. Felton ?-I have. 
293· Do you generally concur in that?-I do; I have not read it over; I should 

say it was almost in every particular correct, according to my opinion . 
. 294. Have you read the evidence that was· given before Committees of this 

House in 1823 and 1825, with respect to the emigrations to Canada?- I have . 
. 295· Supposing an emigrant to be assisted upon the principles laid oown in that 

evidence, taking the average of land in Lower Canada, and supposing tbat tbe best 
un?~cupjed land would be chosen for the location of those emigrants, are you of 
opmlOn that under those circumstances an· emigrant at the expiration of seven 
yea.rs w.ould be enabled, without difficulty, to pay a quit-rent of 3/. lOS. 9 d. per. 
annum ?-I should think certainly under those circumstances; there is a great pro-
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portion of bad land in Lower Canada,. but upon those s.pots that would be. selected 
for the purpose of settlement, the emIgrant would certamly be able to pay It. 

296. Are you acquainted wit.h the district of ~asp~ ?-I have been there. . 
297. Have you any informatIOn as to the quantity of la~d, of average .good quahty, 

that may be found there ?-I h~ve unde!'stood that there IS a ~ery co~slderable pro
portion of , very good land, partIcularly 10 the part of Gaspe borderll1g upon New 
Brunswi-ck. 

298. Have you had an ~pportunity, since .you have held the govermnent of. Prince 
Ed ward's Island, of becommg acquamted with the state of the waste lands In that 
colony?-I have. 

299. What.is y.our opinion with respec.t to an ~migrati?n directed to that ~olo~y; 
could it be mamtamed upon the terms which are Involved In the proposed emigration 
to Upper Canada; in other words, could an emigrant, sent in the manner explained, 
to Prince Edward's Island, afford to pay st. lOS. 9d. per annum, after a period of 
seven years ?-Certainly; an emigration to Prince Edward's Island might be carried 
on at considerably less expense, because the transport is shorter; emigrants could 
be sent out for probably 21. a head less in the passage alone, with the advantage 
of being placed on their land the day after their arrival; the whole .expense of trans
port from Quebec to the upper country would consequently be saved. When placed 
on his land, he would in all probability have a water conveyance for his produce, 
uo part of the island being more than from eight to ten miles from water-carriage. 

300. Where would be the market for the produce raised by the emigrant, under 
these circumstances ?-Independent of the island markets, the principal markets are 
Nova Scotia and Newfoundland; to Newfoundland they send their provisions, live 
stock and corn to Halifax, and other I-'arts of Nova Scotia their flour, oats, &c . 

. 30 I. Is the quality of the land of Prince Edward's Island more suitable for pas
turage or for the growth of corn ?-More suitable for the growth of corn than for any 
other prodliction. 

302. Could you inform the Committee as to the average production per acre of 
bushels of wheat from land of the best quality in Prince Edward's Island ?-The 
average production is considered about twenty hushels of wheat an acre; I have 
heard of more being grown on well cultivated land. My own opinion is, that 
twenty is a fair average; but there are persons that have asserted, and who have 
means of knowing, that it is upwards of twenty. 

J03. Is that wheat of good quality, so as to compete with other wheat in the market 
in that part of the world ?- I think it is, though it is not the custom to grow the 
bp.st quality of wheat; but I think it the best quality of wheat were introduced, the 
fanners of the island would very soon compete, if not excel, from the superior nature 
of the soil, those of the neighbouring colonies ill the production of wheat. 

304. Have you any estimate ofthe amount that is exported from Prince Edward's 
Island to Newfoundland in a year ?-The trade is carried on in small vessels frolll 
the numerous out-ports, so that I am unable to furnish any thing like a correct 
estimate; it is considerable. ' 

305. Is the climate of Prince Edward's Island healthy?-It is particularly 
healthy, the country is very dry, and it is well watered. 

306: Is the country wooded ?-It is. 
307. Therefore, the clearing of timber wuuld be a necessary circuIllstance ?-It 

would, it i~ all wooded. 
308. Are you aule to state the amount of the ungranted lands in that island ?_ 

The Committee ar.e aware that a great portio~l of the land is granted to proprietors in 
Iar~e tracts; I believe the ungranted land III the power of the Crown does not 
eX~'e~d more than 2ti ,000 acres; but I h~v~ reaso~ to believe that many of the 
pnnclpal land proprietors would be very wIllmg to give up a large portion of their 
waste lands to the Government, for the purpose of settlement, to the amount of 
probably 120,000. 

309· As you have had an opportunity of examining the detail which has regulated 
the price. of conv~yillg ~migral~ts to Upper Canada, and as you have stated that from 
the local.lty of ~nnce Edward s Isla~d, and from other causes, a less expense need 
n~cessarIly .be mcurred, the Committee woul~ be glad if you could furnish them 
With an estimate of how much ":ould be reqUired to convey and establish four per
sons, a man, woman alld two chIldren, for t?e conveyance, and establishment of a 
borne; 801. has been deemed t? be Ilt:cessar~ III the emigr.ations to Upper Canada?
jot. or 52 t. would be suffiCient to establish such famIly on their. land, ~from the 
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'causes I have before stated) with the advantage of the fishery, to those placed near 
the north shore, where fish is as abundant as on 'any of the neighbouring coasts. 

310. Can you inform the Committee what is the general amount of the quit-rents 
demanded for the granted lands in Prince Edward's Island ?-The quit-rent is the 
same· on granted as on 'ungranted lands, two shillings per hundred acres. The 
rents demanded for the granted lands are from 51. to 7/. per hundred acres. 

311. Have you had an opportunity of observing the arrival of those emigrants?
I have seen a great many arrive at Quebec. 

312. There have not been many at Prince Edward's Island ?--No; very few. 
313. What is the state of the settlements made by Lord Selkirk ?--Sollle of them 

are very flourishing. 
314. Can you supply the Committee with any details upon that subject ?-A great 

proportion· of Lord Selkirk's tenants are now proprietors. 
. 315. At what period does your winter commence and terminate ?-Generally 
speaking, about Christmas. 
. 316. When does the spritlg begin ?-Of spring, as it is considered in this COUll try. 
we have nOlle. The ice and snow disappe::u the beginning or middle of April. See<\
time commences in May. 

3' 7· Very much like the climate of England ?-The frost is lIIore severe than 
in England; the climate is nearer that of Kingston, in Upper Canada, than Hlat of 
En~and. . 

318. Is any wheat put in in the autumn, or is it all spring wheat ?-"'inter wheat 
has not been tried; ollr wheat is at present all sprillg wheat. 

319. Have you any reason to believe that the soil of Prince Edward's Island will 
be available for the cultivation of any otber production than wheat which is necessary 
for the consumption of mankind ?- I should think, every thing grown in this 
country. 

320. Hemp, flax, and tobacco ?-Hemp alld flax certainly; but I doubt about 
tobacco. 
, 321. At what season does the ice begin to form ill the gulf of Saint Lawrence ?
That is various. 
, 322. Has not that a great influence on Prince Edward's Island ?-Certainly; our 
water communicat.ion is open probably nine months in tbe year. Vessels left the 
island in the beginning of January this year, of course the gulf was not IJlocked up 
with ice at that time; the latest I have heard of ships sailing is the 17th of January; 
but the seasons vary. 

323. Are Northumberland Straits frozen up in winter ?-In some parts; the 
. e~stern parts of the island are open to the middle of January, generally speaking. 
The harLour of Charlotte Town was frozen up last year on the 8th of January, and 

. was open again on the .sth of April. 
324. You say that Newfoundland, Halifax, and other parts of Nota Scotia, are 

the principal markets for Prince Edward's Island ?-They are. 
325. j n what are the returns made for the corn that is exported ?-They are West 

I ndia produce, teas, British manufactured goods of all descriptions which they 
require; they have little direct trade with England; rum and money are what they 
principally bring from Newfoundland. 

Richard John Uniacke, Esq. called in; and Examined . 
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. 326. YOU are one of His Majesty's council and attorney general for the province R. J. Ulliacke, 
of Nova Scotia ?-I am. ElfJ· 

327. Have you had an opportunity of reading the evidence given before the Irish ~ 
Committees of 1823 and 1825; with respect to the emigrations to Canada ?-I have 
read it with a great deal of attention. 

328. Are you of opinion that an emigration might be conducted to Nova Scotia, 
·with the same advantage that has taken place with re~pect to the province of Upper 
Canada ?-I am of opinion that it may, with much greater advantage. 

329. Will you state the reasons which induce you to think that ?-One reason is, that 
the passage out could be accomplished at much less expense; the other is, that the 
;provisioning and providing for the settlers in that country would also be accomplished 
at'a much less expense; and upon those two articles I think a saving may be well 
made, without going into a very minute calculation, of one-third. I have looked 
a't the expenses of the settlers established in Canada; in fact, I have settled very 
many people myself. I have brought them out, and settled them; and I am, there
fore, tolerably well acquainted with the expenses that attend a business of that kiRd. 
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The expense of conveyance to their locations in Nova Scolia and to Upper Canada, 
I suppose would be diminished at least one-halL The passage to Nova Scotia, for .. 
merly fro:n Scotland and Ireland, before the laws that regulate the conveyance of 
passengers to Ameri~a wel:e passed., . never exceeded .3/. lOS. or from that ~() 41. 
at the .highest rate, Includmg provIsIon and every thmg; now, by the operation of 
those laws, the passage is raised from 3/. lOS. or 41. to about 101. a-head. The poor 
families that have been settled in that country, \1 ho have been enabled to save from 
their I~bour mealls to get their friends brought out to them in that country, have Ii 
great many of them furnished me with m.oney to pay their passage, which I now 
have in my possession, and shall accomplIsh when I ~o to Ireland; they all calcu
late that to bring out a grown-up person they. must rals~ a fund equal to about 10!. 
and for young chilclren from 5 l. to 6l., and I? that ratIo they .expect to get theIr 
families or friends out. The Acts that gave nse to that regulatIOn were calculated; 
i'have no dOllbt, upon principles of humanity and principles of great benevolence, 
nobody can find fault with the principles that gave rise to those Acts; but in their 
operation I am confident that they have operated directly the reverse of what the 
legislature intended, for it has kept people at borne in a state of actual starvation, 
whose little means, if left to themselves to make use of, would have enabled them 
to escape from that state. 1 hey would have perhaps encountered much difficulty 
in the outward voyage, but it would have at least taken them away to a country 
where they would have been removed from any kind of starvation; but the expense 
is now so great, that the voluntary emigration is almost put an end to. 

330. Y (JU ha\-e stated that a grown-up man or woman might be sent out to Nova 
!Scotia for the expense of JO/. per head ?-It costs more now; but formerly, when 
those laws did not operate, the,expense was from 3/. lOS. to 4/. including every 
,thing. Now, by the operation of those laws, surgeons are required to go on board; 
they also require certain quantities of provisions; ami all that apparatus enhances 
the price of the passage so much, that it cannot be, done under 9 t. at the lowest 
rate. 

331. Do you mean to convey to the; Committee an opinion, that men women and 
children introduced into Nova Scotia at their own expense, can be provided for 
there without any further expense necessarily being incurred ?-I have no doubt 
but what the province in Nova Scotia would absorb every year at ieast from 12 
to 1.'iOO emigrants, taking them as they flln, young and old, and provide ample 
.subsistence for them, so that they should not be ill want of any kind of necessary, 
when they were landed on shore. A statement of a transaction that took place in' 
the last year and the year before may give pei-haps some insight with respect to 
the island of Cape Breton: Sir James Kempt made an allotment of-land there, he 
appointed a land committee to allot the land to the settlers; as soon as it was 
known in Scotland that there was an allotment of land made in the island of Cape 
Breton, a number of poor people in the north of Scotland, where the custom.house 
regulations are not so strictly enforced, found the way to embark in three or four 
,'essels; and there have, in the years 1824 and 1825, upon a moderate calculation 
at least 300 settlers come from the north of Scotland, \\ hose passage did not cost 
them more than fifty shillings or three pounds; for those people provide for them
selves; all that the master of the vessel looks to, is to see that they have a pound 
of oatmeal for every day he calculates the passage to run, from four to five weeks' 
and every man brings a pound of oatmeal for every day, and half that quantity fo; 
·a child, wit~ perhaps a~out half ~ pint of molasses, a ljttl~ butter, and a few eggs; 
and he. p!ovldes them WIth water m the passage~ they paymg about thirty to thirty
five shlllmgs. Those settlers came out there upon their own expense there was not 
a mouthful of provisions or any thing given to them by governmen~; they settled 
themselves upon the land that Sir James Kempt allotted to them and I dOllbt 
,whether there is in Scotland so happy a set of people as those. They have got 
their log huts erected. The custom of settlers there is, that they cut down the 
trees that. are just roun?, an~ put up a log. hut, and the bark of those trees makes 
the covermg; so that, In pomt of fact! he IS under cover and housed in a few hoUl's. 
He t~en cuts down as fast as he can. nIl the en~uing year, so that the wood lies aU 
:the WlDt.er upon the gro~nd. cut up 10 ten or fitteen feet pieces; and in the spring 
:of th,e y~ar he .puts fire 'mto that mass of WOO? as it lies spread upon the ground, 
~the fife unmedlately passes .over the whole of It, and it burns perhaplS all the small 
·.branches, and all the matenal, excep~ the ~eavy logs; he then has nothing to do 
but. tp .put those heavy.logs together JOt? pIles, a~d make a good fire, and then that 
fire consumes the remamder; then nothmg. remaInS on the ground but the stumps 
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of. the trees, and the fire' tha.t has so spread Ovef the wbole of the ground, has' 
strewed ashes over every part of it; he then does nothing but just cast his corn in, 
without plough or harrow or any thing else, except scratching a little with a thing made 
like a dung' fork; he makes very littl€) more scratching than a fowl in a dung heap., 
A man and a woman will cover in an acre or half an acre in the course of a day, 
and the crop comes up as fine as any in the world; there is no finer crop raised in 
the world, than the first crop that comes in that way; so that in the first year, a:. 
man with any kind of industry will have at any rate his potatoes, perhaps not a tun 
allowance of bread, but he would have a greater allowance if he could go to the 
mill with it; but the mills are at a great distance, and they are obliged to .mak~ 
what are called querns, in that way they grind their little crop of corn; but Hl the; 
first year, those people are all comfortable. I may make another r~mark, with 
respect to the great facility of settling UpOIl that Bras d'Or Lake, willch is this; 
the lands upon each side of it are remarkably good; an arm of the sea nearly 
divides Cape Breton island into two islands, except the peninsula at St. Peter's; 
that peninsula may be cut down, so as to make a navigation through at a very sntCill 
expense, so as to unite the sea on both sides. . 
" 332. How broad is the islhmus?-N ot more than 1.)0 yards; but at that very 
1,1arrow part. if it was there the navigation was to be cut, there would be no difficulty; 
but where the narrowest part is it is exposed to the rage of the western ocean, so that 
it throws in such a body of sand, that to make a navigation you are obliged to g(} 
further; sometimes the sea breaks over, and runs the two together, in heavy bales of 
wind. The advantage of the Bras d'Or Lake is very great, because it abounds with 
oysters, and in the winter it is generally frozen over; but any where through that 
lake, by cutting a hole, they catch oysters and cod-fisb; it is always full of fish, and 
they may get as many oysters as they chuse to eat, so that there can be no starvatioll 
in that country. 

333. You said that you had no doubt that any number of emigrants landillg upon. 
the shores of Nova Scotia, would be immediately absorbtd ?-I think any nUllIber of 
~migrants, distributed judiciously; tbat is, not all thrown to one spot, but, scattered 
rout;ld to the different haruours, irom fifteen to tWf!nty thousand voluntary cmigrant~; 
would be absorbtd in the province every year. 
; 334. For how many years do you imagine that tbat great annual absorption migbt 
take place ?-When I first knew it, its population was under 11,000; its popuiati(.m 
i,s QOW upwards ()f 70,000; and when I speak of N ova Scotia, the Committee will 
reweqlber that I am speaking of New Brunswick also, because I consider New 
Brunswick as part of Nova Scotia; they are so Illuch alike, that whatever applies 
~o,ofJe part applies to all the province of Nova Scotia; therefore whatever I say 
IJ,ppHes to one as much as to the other. I consider that Nova Scotia and New 
~rul)swjck would well provide for a population of four or five millions, taking ao
Y;3IOtiige of the fishery coupled with the agriculture. In stating the population o( 
Nova Scotia, I have set it much lower than it really is, I think it not short o( 
100,000; that of New Brunswick I think as great, say 100,000; the last census .. ' 
about two years ago, made it i5,000. , 
. 335. How do you think that they would be immediately absorbed ?-The sillglt~ me,i would, of course, immediately hire themselves out to day labour, tlley would get, 
immediate employment either in the fishery or in the farms of the country; so tha( 
all the &ingle men and the children would be at once provided for. The l.iemand for 
(~hildren there is beyond conception. If the father and mother are unable to p'rovid~ 
~or them, they can always be provirled for there, because every farmer will tllke 
a child, or two or tbree children, from five to six or seven years of age, appren,tice,' 
~s Jast as you can give thelU to tbem. As the army and navy res()rt to Halifax, 
we generally have a very Jarge number of orphan children thrown upon the poor 
~ist, ~Dq o~rmodeof disp?sing of tho~e children is, that at four to five years of ag~ 
we put them out apprentIces to farmers, unless they chuse a trade; if they chuse 
It tJ;ade, of course they are bound to a trade; the stipulation that is made for those 
childr.en, with' the person to whom each child is bound, is, that the first year he i~ 
to give that child a sheep, the second ye.ar a heifer calf, and as long as that child is 
~nderiQdentures to him, he is bound to preserve and keep that sheep and that 
heifer calf, and all the produce of it, till the child comes of age, and then it becomes 
a .I)or~iori for that child to settle with; if a female, in marriage; or if a -mille, as 
flln~,i9g .stock; he will generally have a stock of five or ten head of grown-up eattle, 
and ~Ight or. ten sheep, ~y that means .. In fact we ne,,:er can supply half the ~rn~ 
of children that there !s a demand for; \Ve take It month llnd month. aetmg a~ 
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commissioners; and the last month I acted as commissioner, I left demands for 
upwards of fifty children, that we ~ould not. supply, upon the books.. I am con
vinced that the country would, without any sort .of pressure, receive at least 
a population of several thousand, every year, for theie fifty years; and perhaps it. 
would be increasing, because every year the ratio will increase; if they can provide 
for twenty thousand this year, in the course of five years they will be able to provide 
for twice as many. 

336. You apply that observation to· the voluntary emigration independently of 
assistance r-I am clearly of opinion that if ihe population of Ireland were allowed 
to go to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, upon the same terms as they are now 
allowed to go to Newfoundland, they would go themselves. A family that is going 
to emigrate cannot collect in money ten or twelve pounds, but they may collect 
thirty or forty shillings from their friends, and those people would take their bag of 
oatmeal and their potatoes, and a few herrings, which are more acceptable to them 
than pork; they do not know how to use pork; and the same with respect to flour; 
give them a potatoe or some oatmeal, and a herring, and they know what to do 
with them, but they are not in the habit of usin~ flour and pork, and it is lost upon 
them. I can state for the information of the Committee, that a great number.of 
persons who are connected with my family have been in the constant habit of 
coming to that country, expecting that when they reached it they would find in 
me a friend, and I have taken pains to settle a great number of them. 

337. From what part do they come ?-Generally they come frolll Cork; but from 
the neighbourhood of the county of Waterford and the county of Cork the emigrants 
I speak of are now in the habit of coming. But there is now a settlement going 
forward, which my Lord Dalhousie put under my management, and for that purpose 
he allotted to me a tract of country, in consequence of which I put those people 
there. About forty or fifty bushels of potatoes, and balf a barrel of herrings, will 
subsist one of those families well for a year, and the next year they are able to 
provide for themselves. The first five families that I settled in Irish Town, I am 
sure had not five shillings amongst them; they subsisted upon the potatoes and 
herrings and things I gave them. They had then (Iuout six miles to go, into 
a wilderness from the road; but then the first inhabitants, whom I begged to go 
and aS5ist them, helped to cut them out a path, and they chopped the wood, and 
raised them houses. In the spring they got somc potatoes and seed; and those 
families art now increased to at least twenty-five in the course of about five years; 
for the people who come out write home to their friends, saying how comfortably· 
they are placed, and those friends raise heaven and earth to come. 

338. What is the site of this colony?- It lies between the great Subinacade lake 
and the Windsor road. Every year brings out a little addition to that colony; the 
old settlers can now receive their countrymen and relations that come there without 
any trouble; there are potatoes and provisions for them; a.nd it is increasing in the 
ratio of about seven or eight families every year. .They bave given to me, I believe, 
between seventy and eighty pounds, which they ha"e saved out of their earninas 
since they have been there, which I am to apply in sending out their relations a~d' 
friends to them. The last time I visited that place, I asked them how they were 
s!tuat~d, an~ they said, Tell our old masters at home, that we. would ~ot exchange 
SituatIOns With them .. The way they hecome possessed of their stock IS this: they 
go to a farm~r, and hire the use of a cow for 208.; that cow they get in the sprin~ 
of the year 10 calf; they keep that cow through the summer, and they keep it the" 
next winter, for the sake of the calf t.hat !he co,:" will have~ and !hen they pay 
the owne! of the cow 2.08. ~nd return him ~IS C?W. III the ensUing sprtng, in calf, as 
they got It. They begIn With that calf which IS III the cow, for their stock' that 
calf in time becomes a cow; and they hire a sheep and an ox in the same' way' 
the produce of the ox is the use that he is of in harrowing in the corn. But no~ 
they have got a stock of their own, they have now got sheep and cows and oxen 
an.d they have got horses, and they are living in a great degree of comfort. I stat~ 
thiS, to show from what an extreme degree of poverty those people can in a little 
time get into a tolerable degree of affluence. 

. 339· I~ that 208. which you ~ay they pay for the use of a cow, paid in labour or 
In ~oney r-They agree to pay III money, but they general1y pay in labour. . 

340. F?r what purpose ~re children required by the farmers ?-A farmer takes an· 
orpb~ll. Child, and ?cl!ses It exactly a~ hiS o~·n; .it. sleeps in the same bed that his. 
own c1nldren do; It eats at t~e same table, and it is clad in the same dress. 
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"341. For what purposes are they used ?-A girl is brought up to spinning, and it J. Ulliacke, 

milking, and making butter; a boy is brought up to ploughing and all sorts of agri- £s']. 

cultural work., In fact ~he want ~f lab0l!!" is.~ogreat t~at ~h.ey wiil take any thing.; but ~~ 
a boy of five years old IS able to do sometlimg for hIS 11 vmg, and he soon begms to - ~ 826. 
earn his clothes and his maintenance. The boys are bound out till they are twenty-
one; .they then have the labour of a man, because he is trained up to the habits of 
labour. When a native of that country comes to a farmer to hire, he will never sti-
pulate for less than from thirty-five to forty pounds a year \, ages; he will sit down 
at the farmer's table to eat, and, besides tllllt, the farmer must keep his horse for him 
toric\e. " 

342. What is the average rate of labour in Nova Scotia ?-The general rate of 
labour for a new comer is about 3 s. a-day currency; 4 s. 9 d. would be the dollar in 
sterling; but a native of the country will not work under 58. a-day; in harvest-time is. 
] t is to me a matter of 1:ierious apprehension, the attack that will be made upon me 
when I go back to Ireland, to take those people out, for I expect to be surrounded 
with thousands who wish" to go. I suppose I have received more than 200 I. from 
different persons to pay passages out. 

343. From what number of persons do you suppose you received that ?-I re
ceivf>d it, I suppose, from about twenty-fIve; I hold at lea1:it contributions from 
twenty-five families. equal to bring out two or three to each family. 

344. Of those twenty-five families who have contributed in that "iay, what was 
the'date of the earliest arrivals at the colony?-The first arrival might be twelve years 
ago, wben, perhaps, he may have laboured two or three years before be was able to 
settle; from the period of his settlement it may be nine years; but I believe there 
are as many as three who have been able to send, within three or four years of their 
first settlement, funds to bring some of their friends out; I had from olle 161., and 
from the other two from 7/. to St. each. 

"345. Are you of opinion that an emigrant sent to Nova Scotia, upon the principles 
which have prevailed in the emigrations of 18:23 and 18:25, would be enabled, 
without difficulty, to pay a quit-rent of 31. lOS. gd. in liquidation of the money 
advanced to him for his removal, at the expiration of seven years:-The very 
lJame even of a peppercorn, f~r.rent, is revolted against; talk of interest of money, 
and then every boay will meet you; but when you put it in the shape of relit, though 
it is but a pepper-corn, a man '''·ould say, "I did not come here to pay rent;" 
but if you were to say, " I paid 50/. for settling you here," he would ~ say, 
" I will pay you 50 t. and the interest upon it." 1 am a considerable land-holder 
in that country myself, and we arc under the necessity, by the terms of our grants, 
of settling people upon those lands, or otherwise we slJOuld not comply with the 
conditions upon which we receive our grants; of course I have been obliged to 
settle many myself, upon the terms of giving them part of my land. If I have 
a tract of land that I want settled, I tell the settler I have laid out lots of a hundred 
acres; now you may take one, either on this side or on that side, and leave me the 
one betweell; pick and chuse for yourse1t~ and go on leaving me every alternate 
one; he says, "What am I to give you for this lot?" r tell him, I estimate the 
fee~simple of that lot at a hundred dollars, a dollar an acre; he will say, " I can
not pay you a hundred dollars, unless you give me something to begin with; I want 
a couple of cows, I want a yoke of oxen, and I want something to help me to 
build a house, and I want a year's provisions;" all these things put together, with 
the purc.hase of the land, wilI make the expense, perhaps, equal to about 70 t. or 
801.; the man then gives me a mortgage upon his lot, for which he pays six per 
cent interest; that mortgage remains as a lien upon his labour; he is not able im
mediately to pay the principal, but he pays the interest, and there is no danger of 
losing the principal, becau.se the man's industry gives a value to the land; so that 
if you were to be hard with him,-and to say, "I will exact my 701. or 801." you 
would still get the money for it. In that way all the landed proprietors are obliged 
to settle their land, some more hardly burthened, and some more easily burthened, 
but they are all obligea to look for settlers; and it would be a most desirable thing, 
with a view to the cOllntry absorbing the redundant population of Ireland, if those 
large land-holders were pushed a little closer, and made to settle their lands a little 
more readily, because then they would be under the necessity of taking up some 
pa!t of this surplus population, and settling them in this way. 

346. Are ~here any fees payable upon those grants of land?-The fees are payable 
up~n the lanqs grar:tted to. me, of course all the: original grantees pay fees; the l~d~ 
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-there are all granted. in common soccag~, reserving to the King two shillinga 'for 
every hundred acres m the shape of a qmt-re'nt.' 

347. In p~int of fact, do the se~tlers upon your p~operty there pay the inter~st?-7' 
They pay it m labour; the truth IS, that I do not hke to press them; I beheve If 

I was to press them they would pay it, Lut when I find a man going on inrlustriously~ 
I do not like to press him; he sometimes says, You want some land cleared upon 
your lot, and he will do it for me. 

348. Then in point of fact, though you do not receive it in money, you receive it 
in that labour which is an object to you ?-Yes, certainly; if I was to exact the pay
ment, the land would sell for the amount of the debt and interest, but then I should 
break up the famiiy and distres:; them; therefore it seems to me, with respect to the 
3/. lOS. 9 d., which is proposed to be exacted in the shape of a quit-rent, that it 
would be much better to settle the account with the settler in this way, You owe to 
the King so much money for the ex pense of bringing you here and setting you down; 
and you must pay at the rate of st. lOS. gd. a year for whatever expense there is 
in placing you here. And that the_ man would readily pay; though if you were to' say 
you must-pay 2 s. a-year rent, he would say, I will pay you no rent. And us the 
King would become the creditor of those people, under such circumstances, of 
course the King's interest would not be watched so closely as the interest of an indi .. 
vidual; and it would be proper that an Act should be passed, that whoever became 
the purchaser of that land, the King's' debt should be secured, so that, supposing 
the original settler goes away and it is sold, the buyer must buy it subject to that 
debt. 

34g. What are the principal markets for the produce of Nova Scotia ?-The 
.principal markets are Newfoundland, Halifax, and St. John's at New Brunswick; 
there are other small towns which occasionally take off some produce, but those are 
the three principal markets. 

350. Does Kava Scotia export corn to Newfoundland ?-Wheat it does, but not 
oats; oats have uecome an article of great demand, for, by a great deal of pains taken 
in the country, \ve have diverted the people to the use of oaten-bread instead of flour
bread, which will enable the country people to sell their flour, and to substitute 
oaten-bread. We gave large bounties for erecting oat mills and mills for the dressing 
of o.ats, and which will increase in a very little time the surplus of bread-grain ih 
the Island very much. 

3.51. Colonel Ready stated that one of the principal markets for the produce of 
Prince Edward's Island was Halifax ?-It is. 
. 352. Do they import corn ?-Prince Edward's Island is a soil very well adapt~d . 
for the growth of wheat, and so is a great part of Nova Scotia; but wheat is a com
moditv in demand at Halifax, and oaten bread answers for the settler in Nova Scotia 
best; "he cats the coarser bread, and sends his wheat to market. 

353. Is Ii great deal of flour sent to the West Indies?-A great deal of flour comes 
from Quebec to Halifax, and is exported to the West Indies; but from their prac
tice of drying, it does not stand the West Indian climate so well as that which 
comes from the southern provinces; it is, in the first instance, of a darker colour 
and flour made from spring grain, and besides that it may be owin(T to the souther~ 
Climate drying the grain better, but it will not stand the W est lndi~n climate so well 
as the southern flour. 

354. Do you happe? to k.now w~ether that remark, with respect to thecolollr of 
~he wheat and the quallty.of It, applIes equally to the corn grown in Upper Canada? 
-. I am not so well acquainted with Upper Canada as with Lower Canada' but the 
~'h~at raised in.L~wer Canada is a .kind of red spring wheat of inferior quaiity; our 
agricultural societIeS ha\'e taken pams to get bett-er seed into the country and they 
have improved it. ' 

355· Is the improvement of the wheat in N' ova Scotia Gwin(J' to the introduction of 
better seed ?-It is; till. we got agricultural societies. there, ~e were labouring with 
bad. seed, the same, as In Canada; but ~y the exertIOns of the agricultural societies" 
we Importe~ a species of no~th-west sprm~ se~d. that we find answer particularly 
well; theretore, our wheat IS very superior In quality, owing to the change of 
seed. 

356. Do not", you think the same change would produce a great improvement in 
Lower Canada ~-~ ou cannot get them to change the seed in Lower Canada. ' 

357· The Committee understand that there are in Nova Scotia four millions m aa:es ~ land uuappropriate? ?-I should think that in the island of Cape Breton. 
which 15 a part of Nova Scotia, there may be equal to a miUion of acres of good. Jaitd. 
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thete now to dispose of; and in the province of Nova Scotia, separate from New 
Brunswick, I should suppose probably there may be a million and a half or two 
niillions of acres, that would be fit for settlement. There is a great deai more land 
that is ungranted; I dare say there are more than four millions of acres of un
granted land; but there is not more than, half of that that is good land. But that 
country is valuable according to the timber it produces; the hard wood land is the 
land that the settler gets his livin~ off without trouble; the settler has more difficulty 
to get his living off the soft wood land by double, than he has off the hard wood 
land. 

358. Is not it moister ground generally?-It is both moist and otherwise; the only 
advantage of that kind of land is, that you frequently find what are called beaver 
meadows in it, which make a kind of natural meadow for the settler; but in the 
hard wood land, the settler can raise his crops with more ease, and he can sow winter 
wheat, which he cannot do in the soft wood land. 
· 3.19. What is the average produce of an acre of good land in NovaScotia?-There 

is a great variety, there is a vast deal of alluvial and marsh land, which will produce, 
without manure, twenty to twenty-five bushels of wheat an acre; but, taking the 
upland, I think from twenty to twenty-eight bushels; I have had as much as 
thirty bushels to an acre; but I think from twenty to twenty-eight may be about 
the average. 
i 360. Have not there been alterations made lately with respect to the port of 

Halifax; has not the dock-yard been removed to Bermuda 1-It has. 
361. Do you imagine that that will make any considerable difference in the demalld, 

of Halifax, for produce ?-Of course it will diminish the demand in the market. 
362. Will not Bermuda be fed from Halifax ?-' There are a great many articles 

sent there. 
363. Was there at any former period within your knowledge, a great export of 

flour from Quebec to the ,"Vest Indies through Halifax?- I believe it is as great 
now as it ever was. 

364. Did not American flour come there ~-American flour com{'s in great quan
tities there; the great difficulty that our trade has there, upon the subject of its in
tercourse with the United States, is this, if the Amer)can flour was allowed to be 
hrought to Halifax, and then warehoused for exportation to the West Indies, by an 
English ship without payment of duty, the advantage would be, that the English 
l;hip would get the long voyage, and the foreign ship the short one, because the 
English ship would take the American flour and carry it to its place of consumption; 
bllt the misfortune is, that the Act charges that flour, though brought in an English 
ship to the West Indies, with the same charge that it would be subject to if it came 
in an American ship: but if the American coasting trade were allowed to deposit in 
Nova Scotia their produce, and that produce were allowed to go to its place of con
sumption without incurring the duty, the English ship would then get the advantage 
of the long voyage instead of the American sbip, which now has the advantage of 
the long voyage and the short one too; at present the American ship can bring, her, 
produce to warehouse at Halifax, under the operation of the law; but if the En
glish ship ~ets that out of the warehouse, and carries it to the West Indies, the 
English ship will be considered in the same light as if she took it in at New York. 
-365. Y Oll consider that that exemption of duty would be beneficial to the trade of 

the British shipping, without being injurious to the state of agriculture in the northern 
colonies ?-Certainly; the advantage would be this, a seven or eight days voyage 
brings to Halifax the produce of the United States, then to carry that to' the place 
of consumption, the West Indies, there is a voyage of five weeks, where it is met 
with it. duty of a dollar; but if British vessels were exempted from that, the British 
ship would have the long voyage and the American ship would have the short 
V'oyage, because the American ship would not go to the West Indies, where it 
would be met with by the payment of a dollar, but it would come to Halifax, where 
it would be met with nothing. 

,366. Is there any fear among the inhabitants of the upper province, that, in that 
case, they' would be driven out of the market of Quebec by the Americans ?-No; 
t~e-great object would be this; to draw as much of the American produce as you 
can into the Engtisb territory, and- to strip them of the carriage . 
.' 367. HeNe you formed any judgment of the expense of production of wheat or flour,; 
It) thecolooles 'with which you are acquainted, as compared with the product,ionin 
the United' States ?..;.....lthink our climate and soil are capable of producing ~he8.t 
in as large quantity to the acre as any part of the United States; but the United' 
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R. 1. Ulliucke, States have this advantage over us, we are a young colony arid they a're an old one; 
Esq. they have all the advantages that an old settlement has over a new one. ",' 
~ __ I '368. Do you mean in respect of improved agriculture ?-I mean that I myself 

'l'2 Marrh. raise as good wheat in Nova Scotia, and with as little labour and in as large a quan-
18'26, . tity to the acre, as they can in any part of the United States, allowing for ·the 

difference of spring and winter wheat. 
369. Do you take into account the price of labour in the two countries?- I do. 
370. Then is the result this; that our colonies could in this trade enter into a free 

and fair competition with the United States, in suppl~'ing the West Indies ?- I am 
confident that we should take away in a great measure the trade that the United 
States have in supplying the West Indies, provided we could mix with our own 
productions the productions of the United States, so as to make an assorted cargo, 
so that the West India trade would turn their thoughts to us instead of to the 
United States; but at present our means of export are so trifling. in comparison 
with the means of export of the United States, that the West Indian says, "I have 
only to send Illy order to Bo~ton, and it will be executed, but if I send my order 
to Halifax, I know that I can only get it partially executeci;" but if he knew that 
the articles he wanted were in abundance there, and that it was a dep6t for all 
those articles, he would send his order to Halifax. 

371. Do you consider that there is any uncertainty of climate that is prejudicial to 
the agriculture in Nova Scotia ?-N one; I think we have the finest grass crops, and 
the finest corn crops; tbe only inconvenience is, that we are obliged to feed our 
cattle by hanci longer than in England and Ireland. 

372. As compared with England or Ireland, do you consider tbat there is' any 
great disadvantage and uncertainty of climate in Nova Scotia ?--The reverse; we call 
raise Indian corn in Nova Scotia, which you cannot raise in England; our summer 
is hotter. 
, 373. Is not your winter colder ;-Our winter is not so cold as in England; the 

frost is harder, but it is not hard frost that makes cold; I have been an agriculturist 
now for thirty-five or thirty-six years, and I began to show what was practicable in 
that country, by going into the roughest part of it and there making a settlement; 
I cut the first trees down upon the place I had immediately in occupation from the 
original forest; I have cultivated it, and shown the people that what they called 
bad land is capable of improvement; I cleared from the original forest upwards of 
1,000 acres of land, that I have now settled down under grass, and originally under . -gram. 

374. Are you of opinion that the fisheries in the neighbourhood of the province~ of 
N cw Brunswick and Nova Scotia might be increased to an almost indefinite extenU 
-I alII of opinion that there is no extent, at least no rational extent, to which tlH .. y 
could be increased, that would be too great. for this reason, the trade with South 
America now has opened such a market for fish, tbat it is impossible for the English 
fisheries, in their present state, to supply them. The English fisheries have an 
advantage over the American fisheries, for the supply of South America, which 
the American fisheries cannot overcome. 'fhe American fish caught in New 
England, which is the only seat ~f fis~ery in the United States, the cod fish caught 
there, and exported to the Brazlls, Will not find a market tbere when there is any 
N e\\,foundland fish there. The New England fishermen are obliged to go a <Jreater 
distance, they have a longer voyage to make for their fish than we have; the con
sequ,ence of ",?ic? is, that th~ir ish remains s~ long in salt that it acquires a soft 
qllailty bef~re It IS exposed to the sun. and air, and when they carry it to that 
southern c1unatt', they cannot pres~rve It through a great eX.tent of land carriage,. 
anci on that account the merchants In Boston use every exertIOn to <Jet our fish . to 
enable them .to carry ,on ~he South American tra?e. They give, in the!:'United St~tes, 
a dollar a qlllntal, which IS a hundred pounds weight, more for Nova Scotia fish than 
for New England fish. But I have no doubt we micrht have the fishermen of the 
U nited State~, which would kn,ock. up their navy;!:',take away their fishery, and 
I wotl.ld not give you twopellce tor their men of war If we did this and that is let 
the American fishermen come down to Nova Scotia and Newfoundland with their 
vessels. and t'~eir families, and naturalize those people as British subjects, and 
naturalIze their vessels as vessels ~o be. employed in the fishery, and they would 
remove, and the fishery would qUit their shores, because we have the fishery and 
nothing prevents their comin~ to ~s b~t thei.r inability. A fisherman is poo-r'; hi!r 
whole w?r1dly sub,stance consists 1I1 hiS fishIng vessel, and a few household goods 
and ·pshmg materials he has; he says, I cannot come to a foreign country naked, 

""d 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 45 

a~ld begin the world again, but let me come with my vessel and fishing materials; 
naturalize me, and I will corne at once. The American fishermen are better 
fishermen than ours; necessity has compelled the American fisherman, on account 
of his remote situation from the banks, to adopt a better mode of fishing, a more 
economical and better system, than we, who are contiguous to th~ ban~s, follow; 
and the consequence of introducing the American fisherman and hIS haults among 
our fishermen would be, that our fishermen seeing their habits, which are far 
superior to theirs, by mixing among them, would soon become ~s expert oas they areo 
The reason why they are superior to us is this, they economIse, by g?ll1~ all upon 
shares, from the boy to the master of the fishing vessel; they are all paI~ III shares; 
the merchant furnishes the vessel and its outfit, and when the voyage IS over they 
divide the fishing into shares. Our method is, to hire men for six months, upon 
wages; they sometimes pay them badly, and sometimes there are difficulties with 
them; whereas, if they fished upon shares, according to the American principle, 
the fishery would be carried on to double the extent and double the advantage. 

375. Are you sufficiently acquainted with the provinces of New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia to be able to inform the Committee as to the probable quantity of coal 
to be found in those provinces, including the island of Cape Breton?-Including the 
jsl~nd of Cape Breton, there is a mine that has been worked, even since the 
French time. The island of Cape Breton alone would supply the consumption of 
half Europe. But as far as discoveries have been made, there is at Picton a very 
valuable mine of coal; the coal that has been worked there is nearly the same 
kind of coal as the Scotch coal. At Truro there is a very valuable mine discovered, 
but not worked. Upon the Stewiack, there are two mines of coal discovered upon 
the Gass river; there is one upon the Subenacady river; there are two discovered 
at Cumberland; there is an immense mass of coal, which is in the province of 
Nova Scotia. 

376. Is there any at Sidney?-At Buckley Bay; I do not know of any that has 
been discovered there; but in fact wherever there is freestone and slate found, we 
always 109k for coal. I do not know any that has been discovered in New Bruns
wick, except high up upon the St. John's river. 

377. Does it cross the St. John's river?-If you take a scale, and begin at the 
coal mines in England, and lay a scale upon the map a south south-west course, it 
will nearly strike all the coal that has been discovered as far as the Missouri. 

378. Do you consider, from the great natural advantage that we possess in our 
islands, that the United States must in all probability become tributary to us for 
coal ?-Certainly; the coal that is discovered in the Pittsburgh country, and the 
coal that is discovered upon the upper part of the Potomac, and the coal that is 
discovered upon the Missouri, are all so situated that they can never draw any great 
resources from them while ours are working. 

379. 'ViII not their great canal bring the Pittsburgh coal?-The great canal will 
Dot touch it, it comes from Lake Erie, and passes by Buffalo. 

380. If there is a communication made between the Ohio and the lakes, would 
not the coal from the bed of the Ohio reach New York by means of the canal? 
_0 It will never reach it wit~ the same facility that the Cape Breton coal does. 
. 381. You may perhaps, SInce you have been in England, have heard of the remon
strances which are made in the House of Commons against the assistance which i~ 
afforded annually by the British Parliament for the maintenance of the civil govern-
ments in the North American Provinces ?-I have. . 
: ~82 .. Are you not of opinion that if th~ policy of this country were .to encourage 
emIgratIOn to those provlllces, and to gIVe due developement to theIr natural re
so*ces by the introduction of capital, the increase of the prosperity of those 
colonies in a short period of time would be sufficient to pay ten times the amobnt 
of e~pense of their present civil governments ?-I consider that British America is 
nearly equal in population, and nearly equal in shipping and in trade, to what tOhe 
United States was at the commencement of the revolution in 1774; and I am 
sat~sfied that the British provinces in America will very soon pay the expenses not 
()~ly of their civil establishment but of their military establishment, and that they 
WIll become a very important market for the consumption of the commodities of 
Great Britain. Every man in any part of Britis~ America will at least consume 
thre~ pounds worth of something that he does not possess himself, and therefore 
every man that is added to that country will increase the market for the PI;O
duCtl0~S of. England. But every .settler established there upon principles' of 
hUl11~mty, such ai this Committee have in view, will transmit to his posteritY' to the 
, 04(14. : H lat~st 
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14,. J. URiQclt" latest day a degree of affection for his mother country that will ,never be 
~I'J' obliterated. I know the ~atitude that is felt by a poor man, who is brought ,from 
~ Ireland, and settled down. in a country where he is in every respect comfOl1taWy 

2'1 I~:~~h, provided for; it, is a kindness that he will never forget to his latest day; aDd 
I consider that. this operation of emigration, carried on under a British grant, would 
be highly benefical, by its estahlishing regular places as the beginnings of settle
ments, which would be rallying points to which the voluntary emigration of the 
whole country would resort. The first settlers will say, We were established here by 
the bounty of Great Britain; and they will impress upon the new comers, as well 
as upon their posterity, an attachment to this country, that it will not be in the 
power of the world to shake. Independently of that, those people, settling in the 
way that I have described, would, imperceptibly draw to .their settlements many of 
their friends and relations from the old country, and so would relieve it of a portion 
of its redundant population. . 

383. Cannot an emigrant go at a much cheaper rate to Newfoundland than he 
can to Nova Scotia ?~ Yes. 

384. What is the reason of that difference ?-The difference between coming to 
Newfoundland and coming to Nova Scotia, in point of passage, is very little; but the 
difference of expense arises, from the passage to Newfoundland not being laid 
under the same restrictions as to having a physician on board and a medicine chest, 
and' having so much pork, and so much meat, and so much bread provided. The 
Irish emigrant, before he comes out, knows not what it is to lie in a bed; he has 
not been accustomed to pork in Ireland, and he has not been accustomed to a bed; 
if you put him in a bed, and give him pork and flour, you make the man sick; but 
when a man comes out to Newfoundland, he gets no more than his breadth and 
length upon the deck of the ship, and he has no provisions but a few herrings, and 
he comes out a hearty man; he has no doctor. Our direct emigration from 
Ireland has been impeded by the operation of those Acts. In fact all our population 
comes by the way of Newfoundland. A poor man can come to Newfoundland for 
forty shillings, and he can come to Nova Scotia for twenty shillings more, but then 
he is obliged to make two voyages. 

385. Do you mean including his provisions ?-Yes. When a man comes from 
Newfoundland, the first thing he does is to fit himself with a large chest, because in
stead of five tons, which the British Act of Parliament says must be allowed, he gets 
not.ling but what his chest occupies; his chest is his bed, and his provisions are in 
it; he has his potatoes and his oatmeal, and he has a little pot of butter and two 
or three dozen of eggs, and in this kind of way he lays up a supply of provisions 
which he subsists upon; then he earns a little in the fishery, and in that way he is 
enabled to pay for his second passage to Nova Scotia. 

386. Do they frequently return, after a fisbing season, with five, eight, ten, or 
twelve pounds ?-Those are the experienced fishermen that get high wages; but of 
what I may call the raw fishermen, it is not one in a hundred that ever go out again; 
a man that gets to be a captain of a voyage goes out regularly, but of the mass of the 
people that carry the barrows and haul the lines, 110t ~ne of a hundred ever return. 

38i. How comes it that so much distress and poverty exist in Newfoundland, 
when there would appear to be such facilities for absor.bing the redundancy of the 
N e\vfoundland population in the colonies you have been speaking of ?-The reason 
is thIS, the system is bad: a man that carries on a fishery is called a planter; all the 
relation between him and the men he employs is badly regulated; he gets his people 
t.here, and he screws them down to almost nothing; he feeds them badly and he 
p~ys them badly; and then the consequence is that those poor people ar~ thrown 
mto the city of Saint John's, from the ditferentout harbours at the close of the 
5,e.ason, without any means whatever of support or subsistence, and there they are 
l.eft·an incumbrance upon those people; whereas if a better regulation were esta.,. 
l)liShed, if the planter was obliged to hire his men, and keep them through the 
lV)..r,uer, it would be much better. 

3»8. h the plan you call a planter a permanent settler?-He is, generally. Another 
Wj!~,ipj\lry to Newfoundland was, that ther~ was !In impediment thmWD in fhe 
.. y ,of people, settl}~g Up~>D the land; that Impediment being remQved, there.iCi 
~,g,~,d~al of land 111 Newfoundland capable of:goodsettlemen~, buUt i&.at ~PJJK 
di§tapce fro~ the shore; but valuable seUlemeuts maybe ~~ there; awl ~ 
i~~~~erplU"t where set~leJDen~ may. be luade, whi~b has never been tQtK:h,d.o _ 
t~' is upal! lhe. I,.Jlbl'~dQ.r shor~. ' . 
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,389. Is that the greatest seat of fishery 1-It is the best fishery there is; but it is 
a -shore fishery; the fishery runs so close to the shore, that the boats do not go moce 
thalila quarter of a mile from the land. 

,--_~,~.J 

390. Do the Americans resort there in great numbers ?-To the amount of 
seven or' eight hundred vessels a year. . 

391. Are they now allowed to land?,-They bargain with the inhabitants, and 
as they have no inhabitants there they land very well. 

392. They are allowed by our government to land ?-Only by permission of 
the inhabitants. 
. 393. Are there not complaints of the American seamen abusing and injuring the 
English seamen ?-Wherever there is a great stand for fishing, the Americans take 
up the Englishman's nets; they take up his stand, and if he resists, he is obliged to 
go to the neighbouring port and fight a battle. 

394. Upon the coast of Labrador, is not the American fisherman much more 
powerful than the English fisherman ?-He is. 

395. Therefore they do great mischief to the English fishery?-Not a doubt 
about it, so far as they interrupt the English fisherman; they will take an English 
fisherman's stand, till a man of war comes, and then he makes them move off. 

396. Without the interposition of some force of that kind, would not the injury 
to our fishermen be so great that the Americans would nearly altogether supplant 
them ?-An effectual mode would be to set down two or three colonies on the 
best situations upon that shore; there are situations that offer very advantageous 
settlements. 

397. Have you any means of informing the Committee of the relative numbers 
of the seamen employed in the British-American colonies, and in the United 
States ?-Only by casual information. 

398. What is your opinion as to their relative numbers ?-That the American 
fishermen outnumber ours three to one. 

399. Do you happen to know that about 40,000 American seamen are annually 
employed in the fisheries ?-I believe that in the fishing and coasting trade of Ame
rica there are not less than 80,000 employed; there are but two stations of fishery 
in America, the one is Massachusetts Bay, and the other is Nantucket, which is 
employed altogether as a whale-fishery. I suppose that 40,000 American fishermen 
are employed in the fishery, and I think we have not more than a third of that number; 
I am sure there are not ~ore than 20,000 in the English fishery, taking all New
foundland, and every tlung else. 

400. Has not this injury, which has been done to our fisheries, been matter of fre ... 
quent complaint to the local governments ?-Constantly; there are no sittings of the 
legislature but what there are representations of the aggressions of American fisher-
men upon English fishermen. . 

401. Is not it rather from the superior activity and enterprise of the American 
fishermen, than from any natural advantage that they possess, that they are able t(} 
meet the English fishermen in the market?-I am satisfied that they conduct their 
fiS'heryupon a system far superior to ours. . 

402. Do many American citizens settle in Nova Scotia ?-A good many straggtc 
along there. 

403. Do they remain there, or do they return ?-There is a constant fluctuation. 
404. Are there many instances of their settling there entirely?-Yes, frequently. 
405. Do not you consider Halifax by far the fiaest harbour upon that side of the 

Atlantic ?-I doubt whether there is a finer in the world; from Cape Canso to Cape 
Sabl~, which is about eighty leagues, there is a succession of as fine harbours as 
ariyin the world; we can show three good harbours for anyone that they can shdw 
in the United 'States. 

William Bowman Felton, Esq. called in; and further Examined. 

~~ March,. 
1826. 

406. OF what increase do you think the population of Lower Canada would be W. B. Felton, 
tapable ?-1 think the unoccupied cultivable acres in Lower Canada do not Esq. 
exceed nine millions. 

407. Do you think that the province would sUfltain six millions, judiciously intro
duted?-- I think the province would sustain six millions of wheat consumers, and) 
fOr'turmtely, t~ the.preS'e~t time, the Canadian .popul~tioii have not been driyeil to ---~.~ 
consurne'a.ny mfetlOf graHl. It has been an obJect w]th all the landed proprietors, 
and all the mert of influence in the townships, to prevent the people having te<:OUfse 

404· H :J to 
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to an inferior grain. I have done all in my ,power t~ prevent. the people using o.ats 
and oatmeal, and I have succeeded; not by the 'erectIon of mIlls, but by destroYlDg 
an oat-kiln myself; the conseqnence has been, that they have cultivated wheat 
with more assiduity, and the common people live infinitely more comfortably than 
in this country; and speaking of the part of the country in which I reside, I may 
say that no man consumes in his family less than three times the quantity of any 
decent family in England. 

Henry John Boulton, Esquire, called in; and further Examined. 

408. OF what in~rease is the population ofU pper Canada capable, in your opinion? 
-It is almost unbounded, it would be dangerous to hazard an opinion; but cer
tainly an increase of six or seven millions would not be an over population; if there 
were that number there, it would be a different kind of country to what it is now. 
I should think that, taking the British provinces altogether as a mass, the country 
would certainly admit of a population of twenty-five or thirty millions beyond the 
present population. 

Jovis, 6- die Aprilis, 1826. 

Henry John Boulton, Esq. and William Bowman Felton, Esq., 
called in, and further Examined. 

(To Mr. Felton.) 

H. J. Bllultun &q. 40 9. SUPPOSING that the government were to be disposed to encourage eOli-
and gration to the two Canadas, what is the extent of the facilities with respect to 

W. B. Peltoll, E.lq. freight which now exist in the natural trade from Great Britain and Ireland, 
'-----------' independent of any ships being specially taken up for that purpose?-The ton-

6 April, nage usually employed in the trade between Great Britain and Ireland, and the 
1826. Canadas, will convey without inconvenience 60,000 souls. 

410. This facility, I presume, arises from the ships generally going out in ballast? 
-It does. 

411. What is the amount of the casual straggling emigration which arrives in the 
Canadas every year ?-About 10,000 souls. 

412. Of those, how many do you think remain in the provinces ?-I am quite 
certain lIot more than .500 remain in the province of Lower Canada; and as far 
as my information goes, not more than 1,500 in the upper province. 

413. If there exists such a demand for population in the two Canadas, how comes 
it that 8,000 out of 10,000 persons are perlllitted, without an eifort, to pass over 
into the United States ?-It will easily be conceived that a casual population, 
;;trriving in such a manner, without method or order, and without any guarantee of 
prior character, would not be the sort of population which any body of colonists 
would wish to receive in the character of population to be located and to become 
members of the community. That reason applies to there being no disposition vohin
tarily to advance money to locate them. Again the wages of labour being higher 
in the adjoining states of the Union, in consequence of public works being carried 
on there, there is a greater demand for the services of those people; many of those 
persons make Canada the channel of their communication with bodies of their 
friends, who have been previously located ill the United States. 

4 14. But if the emigration were directed on principles of location, in the same 
manner as the emigrations of 1823 and 1825, do you imag!ne that the emigrants so 
located \'Vould have the same disposition to migrate into the United States ?-Cer
tainly not; they would have no sort of inducement to do so. 

415· Supposing that any arrangement could be made under which a contract could 
be entere~ into for locating such e~igrants, and you having already stated that 60,000 
could be mtroduced into the Canadas, as far as the facilities of freight were con
,cerncd, how many persons, in your opinion, could be received in Lower'Canada in 
th~ course of the year 1827 with advantage, suppol'ing that government were to deem 
it expedient to encourage emigration on an extended scale, and that necessary 
preliminary mea£ures were taken ?-Provided that sufficient preliminary measures 
',were taken, I should say that 20 or 30,000 could be received with the utmost 
facility; tha~ i:5, from 5 to 7,000 heads of families, the rest being women and 
~~jldren. 

416. What 
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, 416. What is the nature of the preliminary measures to which you refer?-The H. J. Boulton,./?Ig. 
survey of lands adapted for the reception of such emigmnts, the formation of proper W B F.a~ld' E 
dep6ts of provisions- and necessaries, and occasionally opening a few roads. ~. 

417. Are you of opinion that such preliminary measures might be executed with- 6 April, 
out difficulty by the local government?-As far as respects the survey, it could be done J 826. 
by the local government; but with respect to dep6ts of provisions, unless money 
could be advanced in the course of the present year, it could not be done with ad-
vantage; the profit of the contractor must depend upon the economical conduct of 
the operation. 
, 418. What would be the sum necessary to be advanced for the purchase of pro
visions for every family of four persons ?-About 20 t. 

419. Do you mean that the money to be paid down for emigration in ) 827 must 
he at that rate ?-I do. 

420. Do you consider that an extended scale of emigration increases or diminishes 
the facility of carrying it into efreet ?-I am of opinion it materially increases the 
facility of carrying it into effect, without increasing the expense; it admits of a 
greater degree of division of labour among the emigrants, and of the men being 
separated for certain employments; whereas, if their number be small, each man 
must be employed about his own location. Contracts, for example, can be more 
beneficially obtained for a greater than a smaller number. I am well aware of the 
difficulty that appears to attach to the reception of emigrants in great numbers, to 
persons who have their ideas familiarized to this country; but if a tract be supposed 
of 100,000 acres, at present uninhabited, which 100,00() acres could be divined 
into ten portions of 10,000 each, the simultaneous occupation of those ten districts 
carries with it no inconvenience which does not attach to the occupation of one. 
I do not say that there is not a necessary limit to the number that could be received; 
'but I adhere to my opinion, that, with proper preliminary measures, 20,000 could 
be advantageously received in 1827. 

421. Arc you of opinion that the influx of 20,000 persons in the year 1827 would 
be considered as an advantage or a detriment by the inhabitants of Lower Canada ?
Undoubtedly as an advantage; those 20,000 persons would be consumers of Cana
dian produce; and with respect to interference with other persons, those :20,000 
settlers might be located in districts which not one person in ten thousand of the 
population has seen, or in which they take any interest. 

422. You have stated, that 20,000 could be recei\'ed under certain circumstances in 
the year 1827; and you have stated, on a former day, that Lower Canada could 
sustain 6,000,000; do you mean distinctly to inform the Committee, that allowing 
adequate time, any number that the province could receive could be as conveniently 
localized as the 20,000 in question ?-The ulterior settlements would necessarily be 
more remote, but, taking for granted that improved roads would exist, and making 
allowance for the increased distance from the place of landing, I have not the least 
doubt that they could. At the same time I wish to explain, that if this system of 
emigration were to be carried on from year to year, it would be at an annually 
decreasing rate of expenditure per head, for in the earlier emigrations it would be 

, necessary to advance money for every emigrant; but in a very short space of time 
'the located settlers would be able to call around them a populatiun which they would 
themselves be at the expense of locating. In such case tbe casual emigration 
would have what it has not now, a usifut direction. It would have various 
nuclei around which to collect itself, and which coHection would be carried into 
effect without any expense to the govel·nment. 

423. Are you not of opinion that, as the emigrants proposed to be sent out may 
'be considered in the light of small capitalists, who, when fairly located and established, 
-Will be enabled to produce infinitely more than they consume, there will be on their 
part a demand for labour infinitely beyond what can be supplied by their own 
families, or the population' on the spot; and do you not believe that the conse-

. qnence of this will be an attraction of labour from the mother country to satisfy the 
demand thus created ?-I am perfectly of opinion that the demand for labour 
would be greater than the casual emigration could supply; hecause the terms of 
the ptoposition assume that so large a space of country will be placed under. culti
vation, that the field of occupation for the casual emigrants will be infinitely increased 
in tomparison with its present e'xtent. 

(To Mr. Boutton.)-424; Supposing that any arrangement could be made uJlder 
whlCh a contract could be entered into for locating a large body of emigrants in.U pper 

404· H 3 Canada, 
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H.J. Buvlton, &q. Canada, how many persons, in your opinion, could be received with advantage in 
and Upper Canada, in th~ cour::;e of the year .1827, supposing that the govero~nt 

W.B •. FettU11,..Esq. were to deem it expedIent to encourage emIgratIOn on an,extended scale, and that 
'-------'-' necessary preliminary me~sures were taken ?-:-I con~iuer t~at :25,000 might be·re-

6 April, ceived in Upper Canada 10 the year 1827 with as httle dIfficulty as 2,000 were 
18~& received in 1825. I must be understood to concur with Mr. Felton in all that 

has fallen from him, with respect to the necessity of preliminary preparation. 
425. Are you of opinion that emigr;;ttion, well directed, would, after a certain period, . 

carryon itself?-I am; provided that the emigrants were selected from all tbose 
parts of Ireland from whence there was a natural tendency to emigrate, so that no 
one' parish should have a preference; and in that case, nuclei would be formed. 
on which the poor of those parishes in Ireland would collect themselves in a very 
few years, if their labour were not wanted at home; and under those circum~ 
stances, the only expense which would be necessary would be that of the bare 
passage. 

426. Will you explain in what manner you expect those nuclei to be formed?
Those nuclei would be formed by the ingress of emigrants from home to Upper 
Canada. Each nucleus would correspond with that part of Ireland from which ~t 
came; and the utility that they would be of in Upper Canada to their friends at 
home, would be, the making a communication of the reception that they met with, 
and. the advantages which accrued to them personally from the transition from 
Ireland to Upper Canada. They would transmit that information to all parts of 
Ireland, for the information of their friends in the particular neighbourhood from 
which they came. . 

427. Supposing the number of persons that has been proposed, to be poured at once 
into the Canadas upon the system proposed, and paying a quit-rent at the expira. 
tion of seven years, tilat quit.rent chiefly depending upon their over-production of 
corn, would not the great number of persons so poured in have a tendency to 
create such a superabundance as to glut the market and render it difficult to obtain 
money payment ?-I think just the contrary. 

428. Will you explain for what reason you think so r-Because there is not 5uffi
cientcorn now grown in Upper Canada, to be of consequence to any foreign market 
to deul with us; and for that very reason, I am of opinion that it would be extremely 
desirable to introduce, for some years to come, American flour into the Canadas, 
for the purpose of making up the deficiency in our market, for the supply of the . 
West Indies. . . 

429. Do you mean to say, that you consider it advisable to admit American flour. 
in order that you may obtain the market of the West Indies ?-I do; and I am sur~ 
it is not an individual opinion. In order Lo encourage the trade between the North 
American colonies and the West Indies, I would recommend that flour should be.im:
ported duty free into those colonies, and exported to the West Indies as colonial 
produce, without being subject to any duty; by this means, the supply at the sea
ports of the colonies would be rendered constant and regular, and one upon which 
the West India merchant could rely; no duties impeding the barter between the 
one class of colonies and the other, all the supplies of the one which were the pro
duce of the other, would be derived from that source to which they could be repaid 
in an exchange of the production which the other stood in need of. Flour is a most 
important article for the North American colonies to admit from the United Statell 
duty f~ee, ~or tI~e purposes ()~ exportation; a.lthough salt provisions and horse. 
are articles 10 "blch a very consIderable trade wah the West Indies miaht be carried 
on froOl those colonies. 0 

430; Is there always a sufficient demand in the West India colonies for all the ~ut 
y~u could be a?le to send them, both for the additional quantity that would b~ 
raIsed by th~ emIgrants and the flour sent from the United States; or do you imagine 
that there wIll be ~lly danger of glutting the West India market ?-I think not; be
cause all the Amenc~n flo~r would by no means come into our market, but only the 
produce of a certam stnp of the country, which adjoins our boundary. The 
country that ,,:ould supply us wi~h flour would be the Genesee country, and the 
country bord~nng upon Lake ~ne. The other flour would all go to New York; 
because that IS, generally speakmg. rather a better market for flour than the market 
at Montreal and Quebec; but if they take it to N ew York, it becomes subject to 
a duty of a dollar a barrel when exported from thence to the West Indies and 
they have to pay the expense of transport from Genesee and Ohio to New \'or~ 

whereal 
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wHereas if it were taken from Genesee to Montreal it would go there much chea~er, 
. and when it was exported it would be exported with the advantage of not b~mg 
,liable to the 5 s. per barrel duty which is payable on that exported from the Umted 
. States. I. ,,' 

431. Does the American flour undersell the Canadian at present, in the West Indian 
.market, or does the Canadian flour undersell the American ?-I do not know; but 
f..have understood that the supply which we are enabled to furnish to the West 
.JJUiian ~erchant is n~t a matter of any great importance to him; ~e do~s nO.t loo.k 
to usprmcipally for his sUf.1ply, and we fOrol a very secondary conslderatlor: In hIS 

j eatimativn. ; . 
432. Do you consider that the cause which enables the Americans to compete with 

. or to under~ell the 'Canadiaris in the West Indian market, notwithstanding the duty 
of five shillings a barrel, arises solely from the uncertainty of your supply, and, not 
from the price of your productions ?-I think it arises from two causes; first ot all, 

,the uncertainty of looking to us at all for a supply, we going there quite casually;' 
and secondly, because, getting so small a price for our con)modity, in conSequence 
of its' being casllal only, we do not go to the same expense and care that they do in 
manufacturing it. Our flour is not nearly so good as theirs; our wheat is as good, 
but our mills are not built upon as good a construction, and the same pains are not 
taken in Canada as in the United States, in manufacturing the article; conse-
qpently our flour, in its present state, does not meet with so good a market, be
eause the commodity is not 80 good, and it is not so good, because we have not 
a market to make it worth our while to make it so good. 

433. You conceive, then, that any possible increase of the production of corn in 
Canada, so far from glutting the market of the West Indies, will have a tendency to 
enable you to supply that in preference to the Americans, who 110W supply it?
I have no doubt of it; and I have heard many experienced people make the same 
remark, and it seems to me very rational. 

434. If the Committee rightly understund you, your object is not confined to the 
mere benefit of having a free transit for American flour through the British colonies, 
but you look also to a return trade with those districts, in the demand fo-r European 
produce in barter; you anticipate, that the purchase of flour from the Genesee 
'country by the Canadas, will lead to their dealing in European produce with Mon
treal and Quebec in return ?-Of course it would lead to that. 

435. One great object you have in view, is the encouragement of the British 
American shipping ?-Yes. 

436. Should you have no apprehension of the agricultural produce of New England 
underselling, in the Canadian market, the productions of Upper Canada ?-N 0; 
because the New England states import wheat for their own consumption. 

4.37. Would not the productions of the state of Ohio, and of the western part of 
'the state of N ew :York, undersell the productions of Upper Canada, in the Quebec 
~arket ?-I do not tbink they would; because there is, generally speaking, rather 
~ petter price for those commodities in New York than there is in Quebec and 
Mon~real; and the reason why they would bring them to Quebec and Montreal is, 
that they would save the carriage from the western part of the United States to 
New York, and they would ~ave the duty of five shillings a burrel in the 'Vest 
Indies. 
. 438. Have you no apprehension that the American agricultural states would.be 
able to undersell the Upper Canadian producers, in their own market at Quebec ?-If 
they had the power of bringing it into the market of Canada for home consumption, 
they probably migh~; but we propose that it should be admitted without payment 
of dllty only for tpepurpose of the exportation. , 

439· Do you cOllc,eive it would be easy to establish such regulations as should con
tine the importation to corn intended for re-exportation ?-Perfectly easy; I know it 
has been the subject of discussion in the provincial parliament, but I believe,they 
~id not consider that they had the power of doing it after the passing of the C.&nada 
Trade; Act. Before. the .passing of this Act, flour was admitted duty free for. ex-
pq~tat19n. . ,.. 

440 • You say, tbat.a~presenttpe inducemrnt to send corn to New York is greatCl' 
~~an ~o send it to Quebec ?-:-There "is, generally speaking, rather a better, market 
mNewXork than. at Queilec. ' 
, 44 I. U'Ron' .. ~o.u sUppGSition, jf) American corn were, imported into Quebec, it 
~AAl4,imlntdilLtely fiiad: ,s. market at: Quebec. ?-Yes. 
!A~4. H 4 ·H2. Must 
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442. Must you not, then, reckon upon a much larger proportion of the American 
corn beinl! brouO'ht to Quebec, than the produce merely of Genesee country?-I do 
not consider that any large proportion oftheAmerican corn would come into Canada, 
they would still carryon their own trade; but I form my judgment upon the prae
tice heretofore, \~hen American flour was permitt~d to come in. It is. l1~t many 
years since American flour has had the duty upon It. I recollect that wIthm a few 
years, American flour came in cluty free, and I have not found that prohibitinO' it 
has made any material alteration in the state of the market; and I do not belie~e, 
if a merchant were asked, that he would say he could point out a specific difference 
in the price between the time when the duty was put on, and when it was imported 
duty free; indeed I am confident that is the case. - . 

443. In the State of Ohio, is not the price of produce of grain and animals ex-
. tremely low ?-I should say at 'least two hlJHdred per cent lower than in the ,,;ell 
settled parts of the adjoining State of N ew York. ' .:,.. ". 

. 444. It is perfectly clear, therefore, that in that State the means of subsistence 
are in a far greater proportion than the population ?-Yes. - . " 

445. Might it not be apprehended, in the event of a great number of emigrants 
being introduced into the Canadas, occupying new and fertile lands, that an extent of 
production might take place which would produce the same depression of price as 
has occurred in the State of Ohio ?-N 0; and the reason is, becanse the internal 

_ water communications of Canada aftord a facility for the exportation of any quan-
tity of surplus produce to its seaports, that the State of Ohio does not afford; they 
are, however, at this time taking measures to relieve themselves frum that difficulty, 
by cutting a canal upwards of three hundred miles long, through the heart of their 
State. . 

T¥illiam Bowman Feltoll, Esq.; further Examined. 

446. YOU have heard the evidence that 1\lr. Boulton has gh'en, more especially 
upon the two points to which he has ueen examined; one of which is with respect to 
the desirableness of allowing the importation of American flour into the Canadas 
for re-exportation; will you state to the Committee, whether you concur in the 
opinion he has expressed upon that 1:iubject ?-I have heard Mr. Boulton's remarks, 
and "ithout reflecting at all upon his reasonings, I perfectly concur with him in the 
result that he has drawn from his observations; the introduction of American flour 
into the ports of Lower Canada particularly, would in my opinion be exceedincrly 
advantageous to the commercial interests of Great Britain. To make this intelligible 
to the Committee, it is proper to state, that prior to the year 1822, American 
flours were admitted for importation free of duties, and the supply of the West 
India market with that article was attaching itself to the ports of Lower Canada, 
but since the prohibition of American flours in the Canadas, the commerce with 
the West Indies in articles of provision has almost entirely ceased, and we have 
lost, not only the benefit of managing that part of the commerce which depended 
on the foreign production, but also the convenience of transmitting our Own 
productions in company with the foreign commodity; those productions were 
horses, beef, pork, some lumber and other trifles, suited to the West India market. 
The facility of commanding an assorted cargo in the ports of the lower province 
insured us an ~ninterr~pted communication with the West I ndia islands, and pre
pared the way for the tuture supply of the flour consumed by those countries, from 
the productions of the two provinces; I mean to say that it opened a dOGr to our 
flour supplanting the American. The returns from the West Indies were rum 
sugar, and molasses; in both cases, the trade was conducted by English vessels .. , 

44i· Can the Canadian corn at present be brought into the market of the lower 
province at the same price and of the same quality as the American corn?
.The American g~ain, in a.lmost all cases! comes into the province in the shape of 
flour, not as gram, and m that shape It can be afforded cheaper than the grain 
raised either in the lower or the upper province. 

448 .. Then on what do you gr~und your expectation, that ultimately the Canadian 
flour wIll be able to compete ~nth, and even to supplant the -American flour?
Because.we know that.a tr~de once firmly .~stabli~hed is not speedily removed by 
11. small.Increase of prIce In the cOl?modltles WIth which it is principally' con .. 
v~r:'ant, a~d ?n that ground I ~eheve, that although there may be a sUlaU 
dIfference ll1 favour of the Amencan flours, yet still the West India merchant 
will-always receive his supplies from the ports of the lower proviIi.ce, having'fur 
the next ten or twenty years been ac;customed to do so; for I take it· for granted 

'. '. that 
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that the ·provinces of. the two Canadas will not be able to supply a single barrel to 
'he West) India mal:ket for the next twenty years; that is my opinion. . 
, 449 .. Tbcg you look for the Canadian flour ultimately supplanting the American 

flour in the West India markets, to the effect of legislative enactment excluding the 
Americ~n flour from those markets ultimately, after the West India mercQants. 
have lAarned to look to the ports of Lower Canada for their supply, and not to any 
llCltural superiority which the Canadas possess over the United States for the supply 
9f the West Indies ?-Certainly not; although the quality of the American flour will 
... l~.ays command a market in preference to any flour which the Canadas produce. 
',;,450. Is it your opinion that in process of time, from improved modes of cultivation 
a.od increase of capital, flour may not be produced in the Canadas of equal quality 
",ith that which is produced in the United States ?-The only flour produced in the 
JJ nit~d states that ought to be compared with that of Upper Canada, is the 
flour prOduced in the Genesee country; and we know that that is inferior to the 
flour produced in the middle States; no superiority of capital or improved cul
tivation in the Canadas will ever make the flour raised in those countries equal to 
the flour raised in the middle States. The flour ,of the middle States is much supe~ 
rior to the flour of the northern States; hut we ground our expectations upon some 
preference .beingalways given to the commodity in consequence of its coming through 
B,ritish ports and being carried by British shipping. 

451. You have stated your expectation that for the next twenty years the Canadas 
will not be able to supply the West Indies with a single barrel of flour; under these 
~ircumstances do you not imagine that an increased production caused by a very 
extended system of emigration, the consumption of that increased production being 
~ntirely confined to the home market, will lower the price to the Canadian producoc 
and create a difficulty in obtaining and Ilmking money payments ?-I am not pre
pared to expect that any emigration will be attended \\ ith so enlarged all increase 
of suplJly as call at all atrect the price of the cOlllmodity in the sea ports, on the 
contrary, I firmly believe that the larger the scale on which emigration is conducted, 
t\le greater demand will there be for the natural produce of the country, until th~ 
,tillle shall arrive when the population uears so great a proportion to the cultivable 
,la£!ds in the country, as to oncr no further inducements to emigration. 

452. You look to sending in to theCanacias a number of persons who shall produce 
more than they shall consume, you also look to the" hole of their produce being 
consumed in Canada, and to the whole of their means arisin~ from the sale of that 
produce; will not such a state of things naturally induce n lower price for the pro
duce and a greater difficulty in making a money payment ?-I am of opinion it 
will not. I alll decidedly of opinion that the encouragement now given to emigra
tion will introduce u population that will for mallY years consume all the surplus 
produce of the Canadas, and that the employment given to the persons sustained 
by tbis surplus produce will furnish other articles for export which will pay them 
for their labour, and consequently enable them to pay the expense of cultivating 

/ the provision upon which tll,ey subsist. 
453. You look, in short, to introducing a IICW set of consumers, who shall not be 

agricultural producers ?-That is a state of things that will necessarily follow the 
introduction of an enlarged emigration. 

454. What articles do you principally contemplate as articles of staple produce for 
.export ?-During the progress of the settlement of the country, pot and pearl 
ashes will be the principal articles of export. 
; 455. Arc you of opinion that the soil of Lower Canada is capable of producing any 
. staple article which may be exported ?-Not according to the p~sent value oflabour; 
according to the price which labour now commands in the provinces, wheat is the 
only exportable agricultural article in the lower province. 

4.56. Does not thc increasing the number of producers of wheat, in proportion to 
the number of consumers, necessarily occasion a reduction of the price ?~ llut these 
emigrants will not be producers of wheat, for some odd twenty years, for sale. 

457. If the emigrants are not producers of wheat, upon what is it that they have 
to depend for paying at the end of seven years their quit-rent ann~lIy upon the 

. land granted to them ?-I assume al"'ays that the settlement is judiciously located, 
because we have seen settlements undertaken with the view of occupying a certain 
spot of land, "here perhaps the circumstances were not favourable to the settlers. 
Let us suppose, then, that a family arrives on its location in the early part of Sep-

I. tenlber; at tl~e e'Xopil'atiqn of the first year, the settler will have at least three acn;S 
pf land cleared and cropped; on tho::c be will have raised one acre of pota,toes, 
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with a produce of at least 150 bushels; I speak 'Within limit when I !say 150 

bushels, because I have frequently raised 40? bushels ~n land of ordinary qtta~ty.ih 
the'townships'()f. Lower Canada; and he wIll have ~alsed two acres of oats,w~~~ 
will yield'each on an average 20 bushels; I have raIsed myself 40 bushels of oatS, 
therefore I ,do not assume more than it is probable an ordinary settler would 
acoomplish; the 40 bushels of oats will yield him, at the rate of I6lbs. per busbe)~ 
640 Ibs. of meal; and those articles, with the assistance of the cow which is to be 
furnished him at the expiration of his first year or during the first year, will carry 
him through the succeerling twelv~ months; b~cause! wit~ the s~rplu~ pota~oes and 
sO forth, he will be enabled to raIse a small pIg, whIch wIll furmsh hIm With some 
meat during the wiuter, for, according to my experience, that is the only seaSo~ 
when, the new settler requires animal food, their diet in summer being principally 
meal, milk and vegetables; the two acres supposed to have been cropped with 
oats, will have been sown down with grass seerls. ' " , ~ 

'458. By what month will he have cropped the oats?~In the early part' of Sep. 
tember usually; they are generally put in after the wheat, but in this instance I assume 
that he has not sown any wheat; oat seeds are more easily purchased than wheat~ , 
and'it is a grain which injures the soil less; if it be desirable to culti\ra~e the same 
land another year with another description of grain, he can do so; then I assume 
that he has sown down his two acres of oats with grass seed. At the expiration of 
the second year, the settler will 'be in possession of three acres of land cleared tl1e 
preceding year; he will aiso have three acres more cleared in the second year, and 
he will have under crop one acre of potatoes, two acres of wheat sown down with 
grass seed on the last cleared land, and one acre of oats sown down with grass seeds: 
and two acres of grass of the first cleared land, making in all six acres at the ex piL 
ration of two years; he will also have a cow and calf of the second year, with the 
yearling of the first year. At the expiration of the third year, he will have six acres 
cleared of the first two years, and three acres cleared of the last year; on those he 
willl'aise Olle acre of potatoes, two acres of wheat and seeds, olle acre of oats and 
seeds, and he will have five acres of grass to mow for his cow and cattle; so that at 
the expiration of three years he has nine acres under crop, and he will also be in 
possession of a cow and calf, one two years old and one yearling. I beg leave to 
observe, that what I am detailing is the result of actual observation and experience' 
it is no hypothetical statement; it is what has happened to twenty settlers unde; 
my own eye. At the expiration of the fourth year, he will have three acres of 
recently cleared land in crop, on which he \\ ill raise one acre of potatoes, two of 
wheat and seeds, and on the previously deared land he will have one acre of oats 
and seeds, and eight acres of grass to mow. At the end of this year he will be in 
possession of one ~o\\: and calf, which he will retain for the purposes of his family. 
He also has by thiS tIme one three years old, one two years old, and one yearlina 

an.d, ~ccording to the ordinary practice, be wil.lin~ to change with his neighbours ~i 
thiS tIme, so. as t~ command a yoke o~ steers In 1.leu of those three disposable head 
of cattle ~ With t~I,S ,Yoke o~ steers he wIll go on WIth new energy in clearing his land; 
and as hIS capabilItIes are Increased, I assume that the next year he will be able to 
clear four acres of land. ' 

15? How will he be able to manage so much land ?-He will sow it down in grass'; 
he 1S III great w~nt of gr~ss; he has, at the expiration of three years, five acres of 
'grass, any portH~n. of which he may mow. At the end of the fifth year he will have 
cleared four addItIOnal acres of land, on which he will grow one acre of potatoes, 
three acres of w?eat and ~eeds, on~ acre of oats and seeds, and eleven acres in 
g.rass, ~nd he WIll then be In possessIOn of a cow and calf, and one yearling, be
Sides hIS yoke of steers. At the end of the sixth year, his yoke of steers will have 
be~ome a yoke of oxen,. and consequently able to assist him in the winter~ during 
which season ~e rn,ay gam a great de~l of money by te~ming, as it is called- in the 
country for ~l1S n~lghbours; by that IS meant drawmg timber out of the woods and 
ot?er oper~tIOns I? which labour is required; but, not assuming that he gains' any 
thmg ~y thiS for hiS support, 1 shall proceed to his agricultural operations He will 
aJ~o have .a cow, a ca~f, and a yearling; and on tl~e four acres which h~ will have 
cared tIns year, he ~"'Ill have, as before, one acre of potatoes and three acres of 
wheat sown down With seeds; he will also have one acre or' oats and seeds and 
~fteend~~r~s of grass. At the end of the seventh year, when he will also have d;ared 
~ur .~ , ItlOnal acres, he wi!l have, as before, one acre of potatoes, arid three acres 

o ,," eat and seeds; he wIll have also one acre of oats and seeds and nineteen 
ac~es ~f grass; and the extent of his cleared farm will now be tw~nty-four acres. 

He 
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He :will also· have one cow .and calf;, one two years, old, one yearling, one yo~e of 
~en, and one. two years,old cOw with a calf;, which he will, at the ,expjrat~(;m of this 
yearJ ,be enabled to sell to pay his rent. J have assumed, in this statement, ,that the 
w~e of the wheat and oats raised on the farm during the preceding seven ye,ars, 
have been ,consumed in sustaining his family, and ,that, the straw and grR$shave 
boon consumed by, his ca.ttle; .but as he is now furnished with a yoke of oxen, and 
,ri abundance of provision, and wil-l have a cow fit for the market every year, therCi! 
can be, .little doubt of ,his capability ,of meeting, the contemplated demand UPOI} 

him.. ., 
. 460., Supposing all theemigrao'ts to go upon the same principle, and to adopt· the 
same course, will not that throw into the market a very large additional quantity of 
agricultural produce, and necessarily, lower the price ?-I have not supposed anJl 
sm-plu~ agricultural produce till the expiration of seven years, and then the operation 
will proceed in this manner: if 1,000 settlers are located this year, seven years hence 
thel'e w;1l be 1,000 cows to sell, I and the next year there will be aT/other 1,000 cows 
tose11. It does not exactly follow that in every instance the settler would raise a 
cow, because we may suppose that there may be a distribution not only of labour, 
but of the articles of produce in the country. One man will turn his attention to 
sbeep, .and another will turn his attention to grain, and another to raising oattle ~ 
and in this way they will mutually supply each others wants, as we find practically 
is the case at this. moment. I, for example,· and I am not singular, raise exclu
~vely cattle;. I purchase almost all my corn, bacause there are many poor settlers 
about me who, at the expiration of their fifth (:)1' sixth year, have their half dozen, 
ot thei'r ten, or their five and twenty bushels of wheat to sell. 

46]. How do you pay for your wheat?-I generally exchange my cows for wheat; 
~or those people began without cows; they have subsisted upon oatmeal and 
potatoes for three or four years, but by dint of labour, they have, under much 
more unfavourable circulllstances than those supposed, succeeded in raising wheat 
for the market, at the expiration of their fifth or sixth year, in sufficient quantitie$ 
to obtain for them the cow which I sell them, and other little conveniencies. 

462. Does it form part of your supposition, that during the first year of that 
process, the settler employs any part of his time in labouring for a former settler, re
ceiviug produce in return for his labour ?--Whatever he can gain by his extra labour 
employed for succeeding labourers, will be so much in addition to this; but 
1 have no.t assumed that he will gain allY tbing in that way, although I know that 
he would . 
.. 463. How 'would he gain the money that would be requisite in order to make the 

paymcntproposed ?-He would have a cow to dispose of. 
464. \fould he get money for that cow ?-If the rent is to he paid in money, hf$ 

will be compelled to sell his cow; he can always command the money at a lo",er 
price, if he chuses to make the sacrifice. 

465. Did you ever contemplate the idea of large depots being established under 
the protection of government, where corn and other agricultural produce should 
be received in lieu of rent, and from which the s-ettler should receive the articles 
of British manufacture which he requires; do you conceive that the establishment 
Qf.sllch depots would be advantageous to tbe rising country?- It has been long 
under my contemplation, and' the conclusion I have come to 011 consideration is 
this, that the' less government interfere in those arrangements, the better. We 
know that, for twenty-five years past, the government of Lower Canada have 
attempted to raise a revenue from the lands of its Cro\'Hl and clergy reserves, 
payable in wheat; and up to this day, I do not believe they have collected fifty 
bushels. 

466. Then what probability is there that they would receive money, if they do not 
now even receive wheat ?-Because they wanted to reap where they had never 
sown; . they wanted rent for wild lands which were not improved, and on which 
they had put no cultivators. 

467. In your statement, you have assumed that the rate of consumption, and the 
mode of life of the emigrant, would remain unvaried during the number of years 
to which you have referred; but in proportion as the condition of the emigrant was 
bettcl':ed, would not his mode of life improve, and a more enlarged consumption 
take place :-To aIlswer that question properly, I should say, that it depends 
upon certain moral considerations, which are very 'important; I know that in 
lfll\ny ;pants of the United States, where the population is mixed, so that the 
intelligent and the enterprising afford an example to those who are l~s informed
,. 40 4.:, I :2 than 
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th8Ji themselves, there the means of the settler keep pace with his wants, and hi:5 
condition is improving every year; but there are other parts,where the settlements 
have been established by people of different moral habitudes, where the circum
stances of the settler are not at all benefited by the facilities that his indepen
dence affords him, and on that consideration, I think it quite desirable to mix ,up 
the emiorant population as much as practicable with the already established settlers 
in the Canadas, because the habits of those who have established themselves by 
their own exertions alone are very favourable to the developement of the industry, 
intelligence and energies of the new settlers. 

468. You have stated, that you contemplate the use of animal food by the new 
5ettlers onlv during a certain portion of the winter; do you not think that by the fifth 
or sixth year, in a considerable number of ~he cases to which yo~ have referred, the 
use of animal food would be extended durmg the greater portion of the year ?
Most nndoubtedly. 

469. Do you not think it likely that an enlarged consumption of grain, either in 
the shape of spirituous or fermented liquors, would also take place as the condition 
of the emigrant was improved ?-There can be no dispute about that .. 

470. Do you contemplate the foreign exportof any of the produce arising from the 
labour of the settler ?-I have already stated that the expectations that we ought to 
entertain of the necessity of a foreign market are very feeble, but that there will 
be an ultimate necessity of a foreign market there can be no dispute. 

47 J. Have you travelled in the United States?-Not further South than New 
York; I have travelled to the Eastern States. 

472. When you draw a comparison between the soils of those countries and of the 
Canadas, do you speak from your observations of any extent of the United States? 
- I spoke of the grain rather; I did not speak of the soils. I asserted, from my 
experience, that the grain which is raised in the middle States of the United States 
is of superior, quality to that raised in the Northern States, or even in the State of 
New York, but that is alto~ether attributable to the influence of the climate. 

473. Do you not think it is partly attributable to the superior mode of cultiva
tion ?-Not in the least; because it is impossible to raise, by any cultivation, com 
superior to that raised at Baltimore, and in other parts of the middle States. 

474. Should not you say that the cultivation of the United States is superior to 
that of Canada ?-Generally speaking, it is. 

475. Do you not conceive that the mode of cultivation in Canada may be im
proved in many respects ?-Unquestionably. 

476. With respect to seed corn, might there not be a very great improvement in 
Canada ?-Certainly; we know that the grain of Lower Canada is of very inferior 
quality, and that it might he greatly improved. 

477. All the articles the production of which you contemplate, are articles of con
sllmption, whether strictly agricultural produce or not; you speak of corn, sheep, 
and other articles of that description; will not the increased production of those 
articles in proportion to the consumption necessarily diminish the price of aU those 
articles, jf there is not in the country a body of consumers who shall turn theh
at~en!ion ~o th~ production of some other articles without raising corn?-As a general 
prmcJple It WIll have that effect, because we know where all are cultivators, ,all 
cannot be consumers of the excess. ' 

478. What articles are thel:e to the production of which you expect the attention of 
the body of consumers of .ag~·lCultural produce to be turned, which they may exchange 
so as to produce a trade wlthm the country; because you have stated that no flour can 
be expo!·tcd ~or. twenty years ?-Beef and pork might be exported very extensively; 
but I Wish dl~unctl.y to be un?erstood that I do .not apprehend; as long as the 
Canadas are Imperfectly established, that there ",Ill be any !!reat surplus produce 
beyond the demand of the incoming emigrants. '-'" 
. 4i~· Do you ima~ine that, ,in case of ,introducing for in&tance 20,000 new settlers 
mto.Canada, t~t:re ",III ~e an 1!1CreaSe?t the number of consumers in proportion to 
the Increase?t prorlnce :-In mtroducmg 20,000 ue\\' settlers there will be for the 
first .year an Increase of .c?nsume:s beyond t~e increase of produce; for the second 
year It would make no dIfterence 10 the relation in which the consumers and,the pro
ducers would staml to each ot~er; because w~ assume that on tlie expiration of the 
s~cond year, every new set.tler. IS able to feed hnnselt and no more. Under favourable 
clrcuUlstances, at the expII'a110n of the third yea~', the man may have somethIng to 
spare; but we have no nght to assume that he will; it is fair to assume that he will 
be five years before he has any tbin~ to spare. 
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481. If at the end of the iil'st year he is able to support himself, and he is con- W. B FilIOII, 
stantly increasing the land that he brings into cultivation, .how is it that he will not. Esq. 
have something to spare before the end of five years ?-Because I assume that the '-------~ 
'condition of the man is improving; he furnishes himself with a bare existence the first 6 ,~.p~I.' 
year, with a scanty provision the second, and wi~h a better on the third and fourth; 1 '1 • 

and as his condition improves, bis comforts will increase; but he will have little to 
spare after all, for the first five years; anrl if the introduction of settlers keeps pace 
with the surplus produce, it will be many years before he will have any thing to ex-
port. 'The moment the barter price of provision is so low that the settler cannot 
afford to raise it, he will apply himself to making ashes out of the forest, to c.lltting 
lumber in the winter, and otht:r work; he will apply himself, for example, to mIning; 
a very large proportion of the Canadian population in one district is employed in 
the ironworks of Three rivers. 

482. How would they be .supplied during the first se'len years of their settlement 
",ith all the other necessariesoflife besides pnwision, such as cooking utensils, clothing 
and bedding?-The example I have submitted to the Committee aSbllmes that the 
labourer is placed under the worst possible circumstauces, and that he can merely 
raise provision for his own support, till the expiration of seven years; b\lt we know 
practir.aHy that every settler is able to obtain so much surplus produce at the expi
ration of two or three years as to pay the debt which he contracts with the neigh
bouring shopkeeper for the little conveniencies which he requires of pots and kettles, 
and blankets, and so forth; but he usually pays it in the shape of pot and pearl 
ashes, which are made by the settler when, if he were not so occupied, he would he 
idling over his fire; it is done by extra exertion. 

Venei'is, 7· die Aprilis, 1826. 

IVil/iam Bo,ltIman Felton, Esq. called ill; and further Examined. 

483. IN your evidence of yesterday, you assume as necessary for the disposal of the 
~urplus produce, that the increase of new settlers should keep pace with the increase 
of produce ?-l have assumed in all cases, that if a continued emigration goes on, 
there will be a diminution of the exportable pl'oduce of the provinces for a certain 
number of years; but unquestionably, if the emigration into the provinces, and the 
natural increase of the population of those provinces, could be suspended from this 
day forth, then the exportable produce would go on continually increasing for 
a certain number of years, and conversely, the exportable produce will diminish 
in proportion to the number of emigrants annually introduced into the country, for 
a certain number of years; but the time will most assuredly come, when there will 
be a large surplus produce raised in the provinces, and it behoves this country to 
provide the means of consuming that, because, if it be not exported, it will be 
consumed by persons employed in manufactures, and those manuf\lctures will 
replace the manufactures of Great Britain; in short, we shall then supply ourselves, 
as all other nations do, with all the conveniences that can be produced by a popula
tion not exclusively engaged in agricultme. 

! 484. You agree, then, that the probable effect of a large importation of emigrants 
will be, to increase what you call the stock of exportable produce, by which the Com
mittee understand articles for human nourishment and consumption ?-At the expi
rafion of a certain period, it will most undoubtedly have the effect of increasing the 
cXJ><?rtableagricultural prodllC~; but that period will not arrive till the expiration 
of some twenty or thirty years, and may be protracted by a continued immigration 
of settlers beyond'. that period. 

·485. As this surplus of exportable produce will increase in a geometrical ratio, is .it 
not, for the purpose of consuming that, necessary that the emigration also sQoqld 
increase in the same ratio ?-J am not prepared to belie'ie that the produce of any 
country will increase in a ~eometl'ical ratio; experience proves the contrary. It is 
as much as Lower Canada can do at this moment to feed her own population . 
. ~ 486. Upon what facts do you rest that opinion ?-The agricultural populati()n of 
~ower Canada consists of about 370,000 souls. The quantity of wheat exported 
m the present season, which has been. one of extraordinary excitement with respect 
to .the export of that article, does npt exceed two bushels per head for the agricul. 
tural population. The quantity imported into Great Britain is .not more than 
712,000 bushels this .year. The agricultural population of Lower Canada, which 
are employed in raising this wheat, are. co~npelled to resort to the United States for 

404· I 3 supplies 

TV. B. f'dlon, 
Esq. 
~ 

7 April, 
18'16. 



W. B. FelilJII, 
;e.sq. 
~ 

7 April, 
1826. 

.58. MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMlTTEE 

supplies of salt provisions; salt pork, for example, to the extent' of Uvelve or 
fifteen thousand barrels. salt beef to the extent of ten or twelve tho~and 
barrels fresh pork to the extent of two hundred and six.ty thousand pounds, butte! 
to the' same extent, a large quantity of lard, and many other articles of minof 
importance, the productions of the soil of the U niteci States. The CODunittee, 
1 have nu doubt, will have occasion to see, in a few days, a representation from th~ 
governor of the Lower Province, stating, that the subsistence at Quebec. very much 
depends on the importations of provision from the United States .. 

487. Is not the disproportion of the produce to the population of Lower Canada 
owing in a great measure to the density of that population upon an exhausted 
soil?-It is principally attributable to the minute subdivision of landed property, 
which occ;asions a very imperfect system of agriculture to be followed; so that the 
average produce of wheat doe~ not exceed seyen bush~ls an ac~e !h~oughout th.6 
province; but there are other cIrcumstances willch conJ;nbute to dImInish the agrI
cultural prosperity of I .. ower Canada; such, for example, as the insecurity of pro
perty, arising from the operation of the French law, which prevents the in~eslmenl 
of capital in the purchase and cultivation of the soil, and the disinclination that 
English settlers, possessing capital and agricultural knowledge, have to locate them'! 
selves in the lower province. 

,.88. Do you strictly confine your answer to Lower Canada?-Yes. The I.'rench 
population of Lower Canada i~ confined to the banks of the river St. Lawrence i 
and the lands which that population occupies are exhausted and subdivided in such 
a manner, that t~ey furnish very little more than food for the support of tpe in.., 
habitants; they furnish scarcely any thing whateyer. for the cOllveniepces anQ 
comforts of life, and every year the condition of the Canadian cultivator is 
deteriorating. 

489. Supposing that subdivision not to take plac~, and the culture of new lands con
stantly to proceed, will not the produce of those new lands increase in a very rapid 
proportion, with reference to the population ?-- I arn inclined to belie\'e it would. 

490. Your observations applying entirely to Lower Canada, how do you think the 
case would stand as to the surplus produce and the means nf disposing of it, ~ith' 
regard to the upper province. to which it is chiefly contempla!ed to confine this 
emiaration ?-I consider the circumstances of the upper pro\'lOce and those of 
that part of the lower province which is held in free and common sqccage, very 
similar, with respect to the future progress of the settlers that shall be established 
in those countries, and whenever the influx of an extended emigration shall cea.s~ 
then the surplus produce of those countries will be much beyond any thing which 
the population of the country will be able to consume. . 
. 491. Will that not be the case, supposing the ellligratio~ shquld not go on ex tend. 
ing year after year, in proportion as the surplus produce ll1creases year after. year? 
-There will then be a necessity for a foreign market. 

492. 'Vhere do you contemplate that foreign market ?-It appears to me that it 
would be very politic to establish that foreign market in Great Britain, that our 
produce m~y be taken in exchange fnr their manufactures; I am prepared to be
lieve .that other foreign m.arkets may be opened, and that our grain may be raised 
suffi~,elltly cheap to ~lII"lllsh to th~ .shore.s of the. Mediterranean the suppliGs they 
reqUire, and to comemto competltlOn WIth American flours and wheats, ill what .. 
ever part of the world they may be consumed. . 
. .493· If you ~annot at pr~sent, with a pro.tecting duty of 5 s. come into competitioll 
With th~ Amencan wheats 10 the West Indl~s, lIpon wh~~ grou?d do you rest you" 
calculation that you would be able .to come mto competItIOn With them upon even 
ter~)s. upon th.e shores of the l\~edlterranean ?-My answer applies to a differen, 
perIOd to that In ~he co~templatlOn of the Committee; it applies to a future period, 
when the population of the Can ad as shal~ be complete •. and its surplus produce 
en~rmous, and wh~n.consequently there wlil !>e a necesslty for that produce being 
!~ken to Great Bntall~ or to sO",le other foreIgn port, when the low rate at which 
It can be af!orded wIll e~able It to enter into competition with the produce of 
other countrIes; but the cIrcumstances of the province at present are not those that 
I predicate this state of things upon . 
. 494·· Then from the tim~ wh~n you begi.n to have a surplus produce, till the expira~ 

tlOn of ·twent~ years, at ~\'hlcl~ time yO? thmk you may begin to supply the market of 
the" est Indies, competmg.Wlth Amenca, do you rest your hopes of disposina of tbe 
s~rplus prod?ce of flour enur~lyupon the cons~mption of Great Britain ?-A~uming 
that there wdl be a surplus Ul consequenceot the cessation vf the cmilYration in\o 
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the provinces, I then say, that if' GreafBritllin is desirous that the people of the: w. B. Felton, 
colonies shall clothe themselves with her manufactures, she must receive their pro- ESf· 
duce, or they will be compelled to manufacture for themselves. ' ~ 

495. The' question of course applies in the same way, if you substitute instead of the, 7 It~~:l, 
word "'cessation," " the absence of a proportionate increase in the emigration each, 
yeaT, above 'that of the year preceding" r-Unquestionably, the extra produce will 
bear a proportion to the ·diminution of consumers; but I feel assured that if this. 
emigration 'be oommenced under favourable auspices, and ue conducted with discretion. 
and judgment, the increasing emigration from Great Britain will be such as to ab-' 
sorb all the surplus agricultural produce of the Canadas for many years to come. 

;'496. Supposing that the emigrations of each succeeding year were not sufficient to 
consume the surplus produce, which surplus produce was created by the poorer 
clas's of emigrants, in that case there wouid be a redundancy of produce, which 
would lower the value of pro~uce generally throughout the Canadas; in that case, 
is it your opinion, supposing there was no vent in the British or foreign market fOI 
this production, that the' consequence would be that the emigrant, instead ,Of being 
employedih the production of corn, would be employed in the coarser sort oj 
manufactures ?:-I have already stated that it was my opinion that the moment 
Great Britain refuses to take our surplus produce, we shall be compelled to devote 
ourselves, for its consumption, to the manufactUl'e of the coarser faurics out of thl: 
materials which are most accessible to us; but we do not yet supply the West India 
market with flour, and the first market which will open itself to us for our surplm 
produce will be . that West India market, provided measures are now adopted to 
secure a habitude in the mind of the West India merchant, of looking to Canada: 
for his supplit:s. 

49i, Will not that turning of the population into a population manufacturing for 
themselves the coarser articles ""hich they require, nt:ct:~sarily introduce a system of, 
barter which will interfere with the money payments proposed to be made to the 
government as rent of land ?-As long as that state of things exists, which has 
produced the circumstances to which I allude, unquestionably the effect will be to 
compel that barter which will prevent the introduction of money by destroying the 
means of accumulating capital. 

498. Do you not suppose that when thht period shall arrive, in which there will 
be a surplus of produce in consequence of fresh emigrants not arriving, not only will 
the coarser manufactures be introduced, but that the population will be directed to 
the cultivation of some product for which there will be a market value in Europe? 
-Unquestionably I should say, that prior to devoting itself to manufactures, that 
population, being agricultural in its habits, will devote itself to the cultivation of. 
an article saleable in a foreign market. 

499. If so, what saleable article is, in your opinion, tha~ most likely to be intro
duced ?-I should think good policy will direct Great Britain to encourage the cuI. 
tivation of hemp, 

500. Ha.ve you any reason to think, from any experiments you yourself may have 
witnessed, that the soil and climate of Canada are favourable to the cultivation of 
hemp, provided there were population sufficient to execute the necessary labour 
upon it ?-I judge from analogy, and I know from experience, that both the soil 
and ,the climate of Lower Canada, and I believe of Upper Canada also, are sin-
gularly favourable to the cultivation of hemp. . 

501. Have you turned your attention at all to the practicability of the cultivation 
of hops in Canada?- They can be raised to any extent. 

502. The Committee understand your opinion to be, that as long as emigration 
to the Canadas continues, you think the consumption by the population will leave 
no surphis,of human food exportable ?-Exactly. 

503. Then as the case contemplated is that continuance of emigration, it is during 
tlza~ period, and the state of things attending it, that the Committee wish to know 
what you consider would be the means of producing that exchangeable value of surplus 
produce wh,ich would be nt'cessary in order to pay the rent proposed?-The very 
demand for the surplus produce for the support M the incoming emigl'ant pre
supposes a marketable price for the surplus commodity raised by the settlers; but 
we know practically that they are able to make money payments, and I can detail 
to the ~ommittee the operation by which the settler arrives at the command ~f 
a,cerra.m slim of money to pay to the government: he gives his wheat, his ashes, o~ 
~'UI '~eef ,and pork, to the' shopkeeper in his immediate vicinity; the shopkeeper 
III hIS neIghbourhood is supplied, with the goods with which he furnishes this man! 
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by the merchant residing in Quebec or Montreal, Ilnd he pays this merchan~ in 
Quebec or Montreal with the wheat, or the beef, or the pork, 01' theagciculturaL 
product that he has coll~cted from the, various farmers wi~h whom he has dealings 
in the country where he IS located. 1he merchant of Quebec or Montreal has.to 
make payments in the shape of duties and so forth to the government at the port 
where the in)posts are collected, and he accomplishes that by selling either to the 
(Jornmissariat, for-thc supply of the army, the very articles that he has received by 
the intervention of the storekeeper from the settler, or if the commissariat camlot 
take up, or the public demand cannot absorb all the produce in the ,hands of the 
merchant, he ships some of it to the fisheries at the mouth of the river, to Halifax, 
to Newfoundland, or possibly to the West Indies, or to Great Britain, or wherever 
there is a market. In that way, without the exchange of a single sixpence, the. 
settler is enabled to convey the rent, \vhich he owes to the government, through this 
channel to the seat of government, paying a very sptaU premium to the hands 
through whose agency the operation is conducted. : 

504. You contemplate, then, that the rent is to be paid in kind to the merchant, 
and through the merchant in money to the government by the settler ?-Most 
unquestionably, the settler could never travel 150 or 200 miles with his produce. 

505. Supposing that state to exist which implies the greatest difficulty, namely, "a 
mere state of burter; do you consicier that the agricul turist would. through the medium 
of the merchant, be able to make his payments out of bis surplus produce into the. 
hands of the government ?-Most unquestionably he would. .. 

506. Have you no apprehension, from any cause, of creating such a surplus pro
duce of corn that he shall not be aule to procure money ?- It is not possiule that that 
state of things can exist till the period shall have arrived when there are no more. 
rerits payable, as it is not contemplated that the rent is perpetual; and before the 
expiration of that period involved in the supposition before the Committee, the 
state of things predicated UpOII uy tbe Committee will not exist, because there will 
be no rents to pay. 

50i. To return to the questioll upon II hich you were examined yesterday, will you 
state the reasons why you think it desirable to permit the free importation into Ca-. 
nada of American flour for exportation ?-With the permission of the Committee, 
I. will state all the circumstances connected with the subject; but I must premise by 
saying, that it is my individual opinion alone which 1 am going to detail to the COlO
mittee, because 1 am prepared to believe that the agricultural interests of Lowel' 
Canada ",ill feel averse to the unlimited introduction of American flour, unless some 
measure be devised which shall prevent tlte consumption of that article in the 
country; that is my impression; and it is fair to announce to the Committee, that my 
conviction of what is right is not exactly in concurrence with the feelings and wishes 
of the a~ricultural population of Lower Canada; at thc same time it is fair to 
say~ that as I am .an agriculturj~t,.1 am, in recom~el~ding this measure, operating 
agamst my own Interests, but It IS from the COlwlctlOn that \\c should sacrifice 
something for ~he extension of .British navigation,. which w~uld be exceedingly 
promoted by thiS measure. PrevIOus to the year 1822, all agncultural productions 
of the countries bo~derillg o~ the river ~~int La w~ence I\,ere p~rrllilted to be shipped 
from Quebec and Imported mto the BntlslJ colOnIes as Canadian produce; the con
sequences. of this state of things were, that. the American flour was brought into 
Quebe~ without payment of any dut~ there" IOspected acco~ding to law,. shipped as 
Ganadlan flour, and conveyed to HalIfax, Newfoundland, New Brunswick and the 
West Indies, as Canadian produce. On the passing of the Canada Trad~ Act in 
the year 1822, 11 duty of 5 s. sterling per barrel was laid on all American fiou; Oll 

it~ introdu~tion into I'ny ,British .colony, and as the American was enabled to convey 
hl~ flour direct to the \\ e~t Iudles, up~n payment of the salJle duty as the Canadian 
shipper (,'oul? send the same commodity from Quebec', the American, having tte 
advantage ot a s~lOrter voyage, was able to afford the cOllllllodity somewhat cheaper 
than the Canadian, and consequenth' our commerce ill that article has been sus
peade? from th~t time ~o the pres~llt.· By the Act which was passed in July J 825, 
Amencan flour IS permitted t~ be ~mported an~ ~'arehoused in Quebec, witllOut pay. 
~~nt .of any duty, for exportation mto other Bnush colonies; but on its arrival there 
It IS liable t~ the d~ty ~f 58. sterling. per barrel, exactly as if it had been imported 
b'y an American sllll:) jrOl~ an American port. 'fhi::! lUodifi.cation oC-the law may 
a~low the mercha[\~ trom Canada to supply the ports of N (:w Brunswick, and perbaps 
~ ewfollndlalld, With greater advantages than those wbich the American c:tn POj5eSS 
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fOl' furnishing those ports with the same article; but as he still meets the American 
article in the ports of the West Indies under the same circumstances of duty as 
the American is subject to: he does not elljoy sufficient advantage,to enable him to 
conduct that trade with profit. What is therefore desirable is this, that the Act 
which existed prior to 1822 should be renewed, that is to say, that the American 
flours'warehoused in' Quebec, in order to prevent their consumption in the lower pro- ' 
vince, may upon their introduction into the West Indiaislands be received and consi- , 
deted as Canadian produce, and not exposed to the payment of any duty. The 
consequence will be, that the British shipowner will command the exclusive supply 
of the West India islands with American flollr shipped at the port of Quebec or 
of Halifax, according to circumstances. The only apprehensions entertained con
cerning the operation cf this extended privilege to the British shipowner (for to him i 
is the great advantage,) may be on the part of the Canadian and Upper Canadian 
agrrculturist,' who has a right to demand the ~xclusive market of the West Indies 
for his agricultural produce; but under the present circulllstancc-s of those colonies, 
Lower Canada does not furnish any flour tit for the West India market, and the. 
whole of the exports of the upper province, not exceeding 40,000 barrels per annum, 
are already advantageously disposed of in Newfoundland, New Brunswick, and· 
Halifax, three places which would take a much larger quantity than the upper pro
vince is at this moment enabled to supply; they would take at least 120,000 barrels 
of Canadian produce, if it were 'fortbcoming. In the province of New Brunswick 
there are 80,000 people, \\'110 would be fed exclusively from the Canadas, if Canada 
could supply them. 

~ 508. In your op·inion does there ex'ist, or may there exist, a satisfactory and con
clusive mode of preventing flour, introduced from the United States into Canada 
for exportation, being brought into home consumption ?-Nothing more easy. 

soy. Will you describe the manner in which tliat would be effected ?-The mode 
prescribed by the existing law is of itself mfficiently eftcc:tual; it plOvides that the 
foreign flour shall be warehoused, when intended for exporlation, but when imported 
for consumption, it shall pay a duty of five shillings sterling a barrel. It therefore 
becomes the duty of the custom-house officers to superintend the importation of 
this particular commodity; and it is impossible to smuggle any part of a cargo, 
even a barrel of flour, into the province. 

510. Does the whole come in by water carriage ?--The whole comes in by water 
carriage, and by law they can only enter at certain ports; hut the flour comes in 
not by sea carriage, but by internal navigation. 

51 I. You say that this sacrifice of the agricultural monopoly would be made by the 
Canadas very much with a view to the encouragement of British shipping and 
commerce?-Exclusively; for in my opinion the colonies in general are useful, as 
affording an asylum to the surplus population of Great Britain and Ireland; but in 
other respects the K orlh American provinces are only important a:l contributing to 
maintain the maritime strength of England; and to enable the shipping interests of 
Great B~itainto benefit to their full extent by the advantages which Ollr position 
afip.rds, it would be good policy to render the St. Lawrence (over which we have 
uncontrolled dominion) the channel of export for the productions of all the extensive 
t~rritories of which that river is the natural outlet. 

51 2: Do you not conceive, also, that getting possession of this course of trade with 
the West India islands would enable you to export a great number of articles of 
surplus produce, that you cannot at present find any market for ?-I believe it 
w.ould, 

51,3. Would not you send increased quantities of lumber ?-There can be no 
question that there would be much larger quantities of lumber sent; the great diffi
culty at present felt in the trade with the West India islands is, the want of means 
of making an assorted cargo, which the supply of American flour would afford. 

51+ Do you not. also conceive that you would be able to import colonial produce 
at a much reduced rate, for the consumption of the Canadas, by the establishment of 
this -trade with the West Indies?-There can be no doubt that the result would be 
extremely favourable to the Canadas, because the vessels employed in the trade with 
the· West India colonies would be furnished with two cargoes instead of one. 

51 5. 'With what cargoes do the American vessels, going direct to the West Indies, 
return. from the West Indies to the American ports?--They do not return to the" 
Am~n.can, p<.>rts,generally speaking; they take bills of exchange from the West 
India lsland~, and they make their purchases of return articles, wherever they find 
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most advantageous to them; but usually they do not make them in~ the Britisli 
West India colonies. 

51b. Whereas at present the West India trad~ in ~orn is carried on in :t\merican 
vessels, which do not return from the 'Vest IndIes, It would then be camed on by 
Canadian or British vessels from the port of Halifax; what back cargoes do you' 
calculate upon from the West Indies, to load the increa.sed shipping that would be 
so employed ?-It is necessary for the Committee to understand, that from the 
peculiar natural circumstances of the river St. Lawrence, vessels engaged in the 
West India trade have adopted a particular mode of conducting their operations. 
The first voyage commences from the West Indies, with a cargo of rum; the return 
voyage is usually one of lumber, flour, and horses, when those commodities answer 
the marKet. The operation there usually ceases, so that instead of commencing 
with sending our produce to the West Indies, which we should do if we had the 
port open all the year, we depend for our supplies upon the convenience of the 
West India merchant, who sends his cargo preparatorily to provide for his returns 
in produce; but at present, as it is very uncertain, on his arrival in the Canadas, 
whether he can find an assorted cargo, they not having the command of the principal 
article which composes it, namely, flour, he very rarely ventures to send a cargo to 
Canada; the consequence of which is, that we are compelled to send for our rum, 
instead of having it brought to us. 

51 i. With what do you freight the vessels which you send for your rum ?- Ge
nerally a light lumber cargo, that is of little worth; in fact, it may be considererl 
as one voyage. 

518. Then you think that when you have in your hands the increased cargoes, 
which now go from the American ports to the West Indies, the shipping which is em- ' 
ployed at present in bringing the West India cargoes to your ports will be supplied 
",ith a cargo each way?-We shall send them full both ways, undoubtedly. The 
supply of rum from the West India islands at this moment is not sufficient for the 
consumption of the Canadas, although it is perhaps more than can be sold to ad
vantage. What I mean is this, that a portion of our rum at this moment is broucrht 
from London; one-tenth part of the whole import" comes from London. 0 

, 519. Then you think the increased trade in those articles which the Americans now 
furllish to the West Indies, and which you might then furnish, would not be more 
than sufficient to load the back carriage, which is now deficient, in the vessels from 
the 'Vest Indies ?-N 0; I consider that the West India produce, being more va
luable than ours, would not occupy so much tonnage, and that a vessel coming to 
us with half a cargo would always return with an entire one; instead of which, we 
now send a vessel with a valueless cargo, which does not pay the freight, arid so, 
virtually, have only one full cargo on a voyage. 

520. The Committee understand your opinion to be, that from such a state of things 
you would not only derive a very extended commerce, but a great reduction of freicrht? 
-U nquestionably; the commodities would come to us much cheaper, of cours~. 

521. Supposing the American corn to come to the Canadian ports to be re-shipped, 
,,,ith what cargoes would thos~ Ame~ican ships return !o the American ports, or' 
should you have any cargoes WIth whIch to supply them r-It is not at all desirable 
for liS to offer any encouragement to the American shipping to brinO' flour to Ha
lifax,. because we sh~uld rather send our own ships to fetch it; but th~ great object 
of thIS arrangement IS to pass the flour of the upper countries on the St. Lawrence 
through th~ St. ~awrence to Halifax ;. it is not to give the American any ellcourage~ 
ment to bnng hIS flour by sea to Halifax. 
, 52 2. Then the greater part of th~ flour so brought, you contemplate would be 

brougbt through the Canadas to Hahfax, rather than by sea from the U oited States 
direct to Halifax? - Yes. 
'.523. What p:oportion of the consumption of the West Indies do you consider 

mIght ,b~ supplied thr?ug.h the St .. Lawrence ?-I am persuaded that the whole 
s.upply ot the W ~st IndIa Islands mIght be furnished through the St. Lawrence . 
• 11 .524. In spe~klOg of the trade thr.ough Quebec to the West Indies, do you consider 
It to b~ ~ cOl~tlOued trade, or earned on by means of an entrepot at Halifax?
My.oplOlOn IS, that the t~a~e woul~ ~e more advantageously conducted by making 
Ha~lfax an entrepot, but It IS a.n opinIOn not founded on any experience. 

525- Would you not have thIS advantage in making Halifax an entrepot, that you 
woul.d. be able to add to your half .cargo from the West Indies some British com
modities that w~uld be found at HalIfax, to be shipped for Quebec ?-No I think' 
not; and for thIS reason, that the direct trade with England is so much ~ore con .. 
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venient, that it would not be given up for the circuitous one through Halifax; it is 
with reference to our commerce with the West Indies that I consider" Halifax to 
be useful dS an,entrepot. 

526. Forwhat reasons do you recommend Halifax as an entrepot?-Because there 
are variolls occasions, when a voyage between Halifax and Quebec would be con
venient, when one to the West Illdies from Quebec would be exceedillgly inconve
nient, as the vessel engaged in it must remain out the wb0le of the winter . 

. 527. You have stated the periCld during which you anticipate that the emigrant 
population would consume the produce of the country; do you not comider tbat, 
during all the progress of that period, the population so 3ettled would be in a state of 
considerable prosperity aIld comfort ?-Most unquestionably tlJey would, of in
creasing comfort; their comfort would correspond greatly with their increased means 
of commanding the cOllveniences of life. 

528. Do you contemplate any period at which flour of Canadian growth can comr 
pete in the West Indies with flour of American growth shipped through Canada?
I look. forward with perfect confidence to a period when the 1I0ur of U prer and Lower 
Canada, coufining my remarks on Lower Canada to that part which is hereafter to 
be occupied by British or Irish emigrants, will be able to meet the American flour 
on equal terms in any part of the world. 

529. Then you do not contemplate the necessity at any future time of renewing 
the duty of 58. for the protection of Canadian flollr which you now propose to take 
off?-By no means; I think those duties very injudicious at best, but this is but 
an individual opinion. 

530. Is not the American flour of decidedly better quality than tile Canadian flour? 
-It is; but the opinion I have nowexpressect is grounded upon this fact, that although 
the American flours raised in the middle States are of superior qualities to ours, 
every third year their crop is cut off by insects, so that in a series of years we can 
afrord our flour cheaper than they can theirs; and the cheapness of it will he the 
ultimate criterion. Lower Canada has cultimted wheat for 200 years, without 
experiencing the ravages of the fly, which are destructive of the crops in the middle 
States at least one year in three, sometinJes one year in two. 

531. From whence at present do you rely upon the supply of American flour to be 
exported through the Canadian ports to the West India market ?-I rely at present 
upon the supply of flour from the Genesee conntry, which is similarly circumstanced 
to that of Upper Canada; but Upper Canada being much more ex tensive thall the 
Genesee country, which is only a district, there can be no doubt that when Upper 
Canada is perfectly settled and cultivated, its produce will come into the market 
upon better terms than that of the Genesee country. 

532. Is the flour of the Genesee country superior to the Canadian flour ?-N ot to 
the Upper Canadian flour. 

Richard John Uniackc, Esq., called in; and further Examined. 

533. WHAT quantity of Canadian corn or agricultural produce do you conceive 
the fisheries to be capable of absorbing ?-More than the Canadas will ever produce 
these hundred years; the fisheries are an establishment that can be increal)ed to 
any extent. 

534. Where would be the market for the fish that would be produced ?-South 
America is one market, but the market is unbounded. 

535. Then you contemplate the fisheries as a means of exchanging the agricultural 
produce of the Canadas almost to an unlimited extent with the rest of the world?
Unquestionably. 

536. Do you concur with Mr. Felton in the opinion, that if there was a surplus pra.· 
duce of flour in the Canadas to the extent of 120,000 barrels, that the ports of N ew
foundland, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia, would absorb that produce ?-I think 
th.at in the fisheries there are employed 50,000 men, and I think every man of them 
wIll require from two to three barrels for their present supply. The colonies are 
unable to supply any thing like the quantity required by the fisheries. 

537. From whence are the fisheries supplied with the produce which they con .. 
811~e?-The fisheries are principally supplied from the produce of the UnitedSlates, 
paymg a duty of 58. a barrel; they do receive a partial supply from Canada, but 
very small in proportion to their consumption.. . 

538. Do they not receive some POl'tWn of tbeir sup·plies from Ireland,?--Yes 
beef, an~ pork, .and butter. 
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Henr!J John Boulton, Esq., called in; and further Examined. 

J II. Boulton 539. yoU stated in the early part of your examination, that you had been in the 
• Esq. ' habit of communicating \\'ith tbe Irish emigrants who have gone out, and that they 
~ were satisfied and grateful, and contrasted their condition in Ireland with their con-

7 April, dition in America; were there any particular points of distinction which appeared 
J8~6. to strike the emigrants in a political point of view ?-l have heard them notice this 

advantage that they conceived accrued to them in Upper Canada in preference to 
Ireland, that they had no tithes to pay, and that there appeared to be no distinc
tions between one religious party and the other, they were free from any thing of 
that kind. 

R. J. U7jia('k~, 
Esq. 
~ 

II April, 
JI!~6. 

540 . from any communication you have had with them, did that absence of 
disqualification on the ground of religion, appear to weigh upon their minds in 
creating a feeling of gratification with their location in Canada ?-Certainly. 

54\. Are there allY civil disqlJalifications on account of religion in Canada ?-
There are no civil disqualifiQations on account of religion in Canada, ()f any descrip· 
tion, with one exception, and with respect to that I believe there is no positive law 
upon the subject, that in the absence of the Lieutenant Governor it is not usual for a 
Catholic councillor to administer the government, but with that exception there is 
no other. A Catholic councillor Dever represented the King, as administering the 
government, that I know of. 

Martis, 11° die Aprilis, 1826. 

Richard John Uniacke, Esq., called in; and further Examined. 

542- WHAT is the number of the population that are now employed in the 
fisheries of N O\-a Scotia and New Brnns" ick ?- I should suppose they are fully 
equal to 20,000. 

543. What are the particular points of the coast where fishing stations are found? 
-The fishing stations upon the coast of Nova Scotia range along the whole shore 
from Cape Sable to Cape Canso, or Cape Breton. The banks are distant from 
the shore from ten to fifteen leagues, and then, from the Isle of Magdalen, the 
-fishery ranges over to the Newfoundland shore, and takes in all the long banks of 
the' Newfoundland coast; and then there are the great sea banks of Newfoundland 
also, which are in conjunction nearly with them, which touch them in some parts. 
Then the fishery commences in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and upon the coast of 
Labrador, and it runs from the Straits up to the Island of Anticosti; the fish, both 
small fish and cod fish, abound there ill the greatest plenty. Then the fishery in 
the Gulf ranges again upon the north side of Prince Edward's Island, and runs 
round the Island of Cape Breton. In fact I may say that the fishery raDaes all 
round that coast, all round Newfoundland, coming through the Straits of d~,'llisle 
.coming round the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and coming down to the north side of 
Prince Edward's Island, and then round the Island of Cape Breton, and from the 
Gut o! Canso_ to Ca~e Sable. There is also a fishe_ry in the Bay of Fundy, upon 
both Sides of It, as high ~p. as the Isle of Hault; In fact, on every part of that 
shore there IS a fishery; It IS hardly necessary that I should particularize one part 
more than an~ther, because every place is a fishery. , 

544· What IS the nature of !he fish tha! are caught ?--:-T~le fish are principallYfod 
fish; there are mackarel, herrmgs; aleWIVes are the prInCipal fish that are caught 
the Fren~h call ~hem gasp~rieux; the gasperieux, the herring, and the mackarei' 
are all pickled fish, cured m barrels; the salmon is likewise in great abundance; 
both on the Labrador shore and on the Gulf of St. Lawrence' that fish is also 
c.ured in barrels, and pi~kl~d; the cod fish is .aU cured dry. Th~se are the descrip
tions of fish that are prlllclpa~ly connected With expOl:t. There are a vast variety 
of other fish that are not conSIdered as fish worth cunng for export· but those are 
the fish that constitute the staple of the fishery. _ ~ 

545· Upon what principles is this fishel'Y in general conducted . ~re the individuals 
bel~nging to i.t inthe service o~ any capitali_st, .or is it done by individual exertion ?_ 
It IS done both ways; the.re 15 one descnptlOn of fishing vessels which may range 
from about f?rty tons t~ eIghty or a .hundreq tons, whi~hare generally fitted out'by 
merchants, \11 ho employ men upon \\ ages, and who take of course the whole produce 
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of the voyage: there is another description of fishery carried on, which is a 
: kind of boat fishery, which is carried on without going a great distance from the 
shore, by a numerous description of people, who fish a great part of the summer, 
and at the same time cari"y on some small cultivation upon the shore. They have 
little establishments of their own; one may cure twenty, and another a hundred 

· quintals of fish; and then the product of those little fisheries is collected by trading 
vessels that go round. So that there are two descriptions of fishery, the one boat 

.fishery, and the other a fishery carried on by sea vessels. But none of the fisheries 
are carried on upon the principle of the United States, on shares. 

~ 54(,. Are you able to inform the Committee of the precise nature of that mode of 
· fishing by shares?-The mode of fishing by shares is conducted in this way; the 
!owner finds the vessel, he finds the sait, and he finds the provisions; the men find 
.the lines and the labour, with sometimes a small charge, just according as they 
.make the bargain; they sometimes make an allowance towards the outfit, and 
sometimes do not, that depends upon circumstances; but generally speaking, the 
labour is set against the outfit of the merchant, and they divide the proceeds upon 
the re:urn of the vessel; or otherwise the fishermen, who share their half of the 
proceeds, make an agreement with the merchant on shore, to make him a certain 
allowance for curing their fish; if the division of the proceeds is made in green fish, 
.upon its return from the fishery they divide half and half. 

547. What do you mean by the term green fish ?-Fish undried; it is salted down 
in the hold of the vessel, aud lies in heaps, and when it is taken out it is dried; but 
they call it green fish while it is in its soft state, before it is exposed to the sun. 
The whole fishery of the United States is carried on in the same way, it is all carried 
on upon shares; every man who goes out a whaling voyage has a certain share in the 
product of the voyage; his payment depends upon the success of the voyage; all 
the persons engaged share the proceeds in different shares, according to the different 
degrees of skill of the persons engaged, because in the whale fishery there are a 
variety of degrees of skill. 
· 548. You consider that the system of fishing by shares is a preferable system to that 
adopted in the British colonies? - ~ 0 doubt of it; and it is a singular thing, that 
some persons have tried to introduce that system into our fishery without success, 
~s most of our fishermen come out from Ireland by way of Newfoundland, where 
~hey acquire the habit of receiving wages, and it is hardly pos&ible to get them out 
of that habit. 

549. Does not the principle of fishing by shares involve a necessity of more capital 
than exists in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia ?-No doubt it does; it wants not 
c;mly capital, but it wants also experienced fishermen in aid of that capital; for 
although there may be capital enough, and I think there is capital enough for the 
trade now, there is nothing equal to that which would be expended in the fishery 
if it could be carried on on a better principle . 

. 550. What is the annual produce of the fisheries of Nova Scotia and New Bruns
wick ?-I cannot say with certainty; but I suppose the produce of Nova Scotia 
may be too,ooo quintals of fish; New Brunswick and Nova Scotia may produce 
from 2.10,000 to 300,000 quintals of fish, and probably 250,000 barrels of fish, in. 
cluding the salmon, herrings, mackarel and alewives. 

551. What is the difference between a quintal and a barrel ?-A quintal is a hun
dred pounds weight, not a gross hundred weight, but one hundred pounds; a barrel 
contains thirty-two gallons, it must gauge thirty-two gallons before it can pass the 
survev. 
: 552. Where is the market for the produce offish you have already described ?-The 
principal demand for the barrelled fish, particularly mackarel, is in the United States, 
all the southern states consume a great quantity of salted mackarel; the herrings 
and the alewives go generally to the West Indies. Part of the dried fish goes to the 
Mediterranean, to Spain and Portugal; the other part, which is the inferior kind, 
goes to the West Indies. There is a great demand for the best kind, what is called 
the European fish, in South America; formerly, in the W cst Indies, they only took 
the il'lferior part of the dried fish, and Europe took all the better description, but 
now the better kind of fish goes as well to South America as to Europe, particu-
larly to the Brazils. . . 
" 553. Have not the fiscal regulations in Spain nnd Portugal materially diminished 

the import of fish from New Brunswick and Nova Scotia ?-That was not so much 
occasioned by the law; formerly, a very large part of the fish that was imported 
from the American fisheries into Spain and Portugal; was re.sliipped,again, and sent 
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1'.1. Ul1iacke, to their colonies in America; they kept the trade of their colonies so close, that 
Esq. aU the fish that went to Spanish America went first to Spain and Portugal; and was 
~ repacked aGain at Lisbon and Cadiz, because no vessel could go direct from any 

11 April, part of Am~rica to the Spanish or Portuguese colonies; so that a considerable part 
'1826. of the fish that formerly went to the European market, went again to the Spanish 

and P.ort~guese colonies in America; now it goes the direct cO~l'se instead of going 
that clrcmtous course. Independently of that, the consumptIOn of the European 
market has diminished; but I do not think the diminution of the European market 
in any way materially affects the British fisheries. 

554. You stated, that you considered the demand for fish, the produce of those 
coasts, was indefinite; will you now explain more in detail to the Committee, how 
that trade, in your opinion, could be extended in a material degree ?-As far as I am 
able to judge I do not think the fishery could be exhausted; there is a possibility 
of it, but it would be almost incredible to conceive to what an extent the fishery 
must be carried before the banks and sources of the fishery would fail; but with 
respect to the markets for it, that depends altogether upon the consumption; at 
present the 'Vest Indies and South America are the great places of consumption, 
except for salmon and pickled mackarel in the United States. The deranged state 
of the governments in South America, alld the consequent deranged condition of 
the trade, make that market not so good as it will become when things are more 
settled; but I am convinced that the markets now open for British fish would take 
a larger supply than the present state of the fishery affords them, and that those 
markets will improve annually faster than our fisheries can increase, unless some 
uncommon event was to happen in those countries to prolong the disturbance and 
confusion which exist there. I think those markets will increase as rapidly as we 
can by any means increase the fishery. 

555. If an increased demand should be found to exist in South America for Lish, 
the produce of the northern seas, what will prevent the Americans from competing 
with the British colonies in the supply of those markets, which will have the effect 
of lowering the price of the commodity ?-A variety of causes; in the first place, 
the whole fishery of the United States is confined to the northern states, the 
whale fishery to the island of Nantucket, and the cod fishery principally to Massa
chussets Bay; there is a small fishery carried on in New Hampshire, and in the 
new State of Maine, but not of any great importance; those who fish from the 
State of Maine and New Hampshire, confine their fishery altogether to the bay of 
Fundy. If they were excluded from our ground, they would have no fishery at 
all, for that fishing ground belongs to us; but they will come and fish there, though 
they have no right to do so. The fishing establishments in the United States ~are 
so remote from the fishing grounds, that when we can make four voyages, they can 
scarcely make two. 

556. Is not it the fact at the present moment, that the American fishermen do 
compete with the British North American fisherman with advantage ?-They do· 
and the reason of it is this, the whole world is open to them for their resources' 
and they supply their fishermen upon better tenns than we can under the restric: 
tive trade, therefore they have all that advantage over us; independently of which 
they supply their fishermen with provisions with more facility, and cheaper than w~ 
can do; provisions ~re. cheaper among them; independently of that, our fishermen, 
depend on Great BrItam fo~ their coarse manufactures; in the United States, they 
supply all the coarse wearmg apparel that the fishermen use their boots their 
shoes, and their jackets, from their own manufactories, and thei supply the~ upon 
be~ter terms ~han we can get them [rom the European market. . They are allowed 
to Import their ~emp free of any kmd of duty; there is a duty upon cordage, but 
they Im'po~t theIr hemp free of (~uty, and ~y that means they make all their twine 
and theIr hnes, and all the materIals for theIr fishery at once upon the spot whereas 
hemp with us .is subject to a duty as well ~s cordag~, so that we pay a d~ty upon 
the . ra~ materIal; that duty presses heavIly on the British fishery and colonial 
navigatIOn . 

. 557· Do you con~ider ~ha.t ~he. change of system with respect to the colonial trade, 
wIll P!oduce an effect, dlmlnlshmg the advantaGes which the American fisherman 
h~s .hltherto possessed over the British fish~rma~ ?-Not a doubt of it; the duty 
on hemp SI.lOUld be taken off; the commerCIal alterations are too recent to feel the 
effects .~f It ye~, ~ut every body ~'ho knows the country, knows that the most 
benefiCIal effect will result from It; we have D9W the .advantage of getting from 

the 
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$e Baltic hemp and cordage, and the different materials for the fishery; the only R. J. Ulliack~, 
thing that will enable us to compete successfully with the American fishermen, i$ &q. 
to have those articles as cheap as possible; we can import cordage, and hemp, and -------.....-.-----'~ 
sails and sail cloth, and all those things will have a tenden.cy to benefit our fishery Illtt;il, 
to a great extent; but they should be free of duty, partIcularly hemp and naval 
stores. ' 
','558. Shall not you be able to purchase the coarser manufactures from the United 

States, under the present system ?-I have no apprehension that the difference 
between the manufactures of EnO'land and the manufactures of the United States 
would ever make it an object ~o send those articles from the United States to 
Nova Scotia; they may do something in fishermen's boots and shoes, but nothing 
very material, because we shall be able to do that as well as they can, now we are 
a1!owed to go where we please to get the materials. 

559. 'Vhere do you purchase the salt that is necessary for the use of the fisheries? 
-It is brought from the Cape de Verd Islands, from Turks Island, from St. Ubes, 
from the Bay of Biscay, and principally British salt from Liverpool; the bulk of 
the fishery salt comes from England, but large importations are made from other 
places besides. 

560. Have you reason to think that the production of salt in the West Indies might 
be increased, with propel' management, so as to furnish a supply adequate to the 
wants of the fisheries ?-There are many places ill the West Indies that might 
produce salt, but it has never been considered a thing worth attending to, excepting 
Turks Island, where nature has made a provision of salt ponds, and where it is 
got with the mere trouble of the negroes drawing it out with rakes, but otherwise 
it would not be worth while to make an artificial work. 

561. Have you received any information which induces you to believe that the 
application of capital in the pruduction of salt, in the West Indies, would be 
attended with remuneration to the parties so employing it ?-I have had an 
opportunity of inquiring into that, because our colonial legislature has always 
a committee sitting to inquire into the fisheries, which has given me a general 
knowledge of the whole system, and I believe there can be no doubt but that it 
would be capital thrown away, if there was any attempt to make by art a situation 
where the sun should produce salt in the West Indies; it requires such an extent 
of salt water in ponds, and such a particular situation before the sun can operate 
to evaporate the water, that I think it would be a waste of capital to make artificial 
ponds to any extent. 

1 562. How many individuals are employed in the fishery ?-I suppose about 20,000, 
in'both provinces. 

563. From whence do they procure their provisions ?-Except for the article of 
potatoes, and some pork, they depend wholly upon the United States and Canada 
for tbeir supply; I believe Nova Scotia and New Brunswick furnish very little 
provision for their fishermen, but potatoes and some salt pork, and.those not to any 
great extent. There is one thing I would beg to suggest, with respect to the operation 
of the new commercial laws ; a letter that I had by the March packet, mentions, 
that in the tirst operation of those laws, they met with a discouraging circumstance 
in the duty imposed under those laws upon the ra\\: material of hemp, which is 
found to operate very much indeed against our being able to manufacture our own 
lines and other materials for the fishery. The opinion ex pressed to me by some 
merchants was, that it was right to impose a duty upon the cordage, as a manufac
tured article, but let hemp come without any duty; cotton comes without any duty; 
how it happened that a duty was imposed upon hemp I do not know, I should 
think it arose out of some misconception; it would be a great benetit to let it come 
free of duty. , 

564. Have you read the paper which has been laid before the Committee, upon the 
subject of th(f distress existing in Scilly Islands ?-I have. 

565. The inhabitants of the Scilly Islands being necessarily accustomed to fishing, 
are you of opinion that they could be removed with advantage to the coast of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick ?-;--I have no doubt that they could; upon the whole coast 
of that country we have not a harbour that has not a commencement of a settlement; 
it is not now as it was formerly with the first settlers; many of the difficulties are 
now removed from new settlers, as there is the commencement of a settlement in 
almQst every harbour; .and it is singular too, that one of our finest harbours, one 1 
su'ppose. as well adapted to the fishery as any other upon the face of the earth, it 
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is one which the !<'rench selected, who were well acquainted with its advantages ;-: 

I mean the site of the former city of Louisburg. which now remains almost an 

uninhabited harbour; if a colony of fishermen were to sit down at Louisburg.' 

which we at one time contemplated that the New England fishermen would some 

day receive encouragement to clo, I am convi.nced. that a colo.ny ~f fishermen est~

blished at Louisburcr would have as good a sItuatIon as any III toe world; and )f 

there is to be allY r~oval from the SciUy Islands to any part of America, I think 

that would be the best place to select for them, as they would have in the first place: 

aU the cleared country that belonged to the old city of Louisburg, and they would. 

have a fine harbour there, scarcely occupied, and most advantageously situated for 

the fishery. 
566. Supposincr that from three to four thousand of those persons were to proceed 

to occupy the site
O 

of Louisburg, should you be prepared to point out the regulations 

that would be desirable to give them a chance of success ?-I am not sufficiently 

acquainted with the manner in which the fishery in the Scilly Islands is carried on, 

whether in boats or in deck vessels; but if the vessels are of sufficient burden to 

enable them to pass the Atlantic ocean, they have nothing to do but to remove with 

their vessels at once to the fishing place ; but if the vessels they fish in are only 

open boats, it will be necessary to transport them to the place of their settlement; 

and at the same time to furnish them with materials to build those vessels that mllst 

be employed in the fishery. It is very probable that the circumstance of a colony 

of that kind going there, would be an inducement to persons of some capital, who 

would go with vessels there, and at once put vessels into the bands of those people 

to fish in; I have no douut that capital might be drawn to their assistance in that 

way; but I cannot speak as to their skill as fishermen, not being acquainted with 

the fishery of the Scilly Islands. 
567. Are there many parts of Scotland where it is understood that there is a fishing 

population in great distress, that you equally consider might be removed ?-A great 

number of Scotch fishermen have already gone to that country, and settled th<:m

selves in the neighbourhood where the herring and mackarel fishery is carried on ; 

but that is all done from the shore, and does not require sea vessels. The Bras d'Or 

Lake in Cape Breton is particularly well adapted to receive a colony of that de

scription; so is Canso, and the nortil side of Prince Ed ward Island. 

568. During ho'.'" long a time in the year are the fisheries open?-The fishing season 

is commencing now in Newfoundland, it generally finishes in November; it used 

always to close in October, but they now extend it further; but formerly it was frOlU 

the Leginning of April to the be?:inning of October. 

569. Are you speaking of the cod fishery alone ?-l am speaking of all kinds of 

fish; because there is a constant succession of fish upon an the coast, there is always 

something to do in the fishery. 

570. What is the occ.upation oftho:e fishe~en thr~)Ugh the wint~r months?-They 

generally spend the wmter months 10 repairing theIr boats, makmg and mendinu 

nets, and work of ~hat kind; those that are employed in the shore fishery depend 

very much upon theIr nets, and the women and men generally employ themselves in 

the winter time in making up and mending nets. ' 

'>71.. How 3r~ those who are employed. in the sea fishery occupied in the winter 

season 1'-They are generally prepanng theIr vessels or gettinl1 out materials to build 

ot.her v~ssels, gettin~ wood and a variety of things; but they have their vessels in the 

wmter time to repaIr and refit, and if the vessel is unfit for sea, they have to build 

another; b~t they generally all find employment in .the winter. A great number of 

fishermen" ho ar~ e.mployed upon wages, are not eIther net makers or persons who 

can work uP.on bUlldmg a vessel; they generally go away and hire themselves amonast 

the farmers m the country, for th~ashing ~nd cutting wood, and when the spring op~ns 

they ~o~e down to the sea Side agalO. Others empltJy themselves in cutting 

and brmgmg cord wood to the sh.ore for sale, also getting materials for their flakes 

and stages;. but tl~ose who are skllful fi~hermen have employment either in mendinlJ' 

and 'prepanng !helr vessels and fixing their lines; they also employ themselves i~ 
makmg staves tor the barrels they put the pickled fish up in. ' . 

57 2• D.Dthe fishermen cooper for themselves ?-In a great degree one cooper will 

do .the busmess of a good many, because almost every man, after some practice, can 

$pbt and set a hoop o~ stave, and he can do a great deal of the work that the 

tradesmen here are oblIged to do. . 

573· Do you ~ons~der that the demand for the fish is so extensive that there is no 

danger of over domg It ?-I should rather think not; [do not apprehend that fi.hi~g 
):1 
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IS a very precarious pursuit; sometimes there is an unlucky season and son\etimes 
lucky season; like the harvest, l)ometimes a good one and sometimes a bad one;· 
but 'there is no reason to apprehend that the British fisheries will ever sink for want 
of a market. • 

574. What is the. sort of habitation that would be occu,Pie? by the fishermen, if they 
were 'removed from Scilly, for example ?-The first habItatIOn would be the same as 
the habitation that all new settlers have, a log house set up and covered with boards;, 
a comfortable house, fit for the reception of a family, may be built for from 151. 
to 20 I. expense; but the people themselves, in general, are capable of building their 
own houses. 

57 5· You stated that the fishermen of Newfoundland are in a state of great distress 
in the winter, while the fishermen in Nova Scotia are well off in the \'\'inter; how 
comes it that they do not move from Newfoundland to Nova Scotia ?-They have 
not the means; everyone, that has the means, does. 
· 576. Would it not be better to move the fishermen from Newfoundland to Nova 
Scotia, than to take the greater process of removing persons from the Scilly Islands? 
-The difficulties which have been interposed by the laws, with respect to the passage 
of emigrants, have occasioneci a great many to go to Newfoundland; a great deal 
of art is made use of to evade those laws; a man can go to Newfoundland in what
ever way he chooses, he can go with his bag of oatmeal, without any body ever dis
turbing him; when he gets to Newfoundland, he does not wish to continue there, 
but he works for six months, and saves as much as will enable him to pay the 
passage to Halifax; if he does not save so much of his wages as will enable him to 
pay fol' that second passage, it is more than probable that that man is left in New
foundland in a great deal of distress. When he gets to Nova Scotia, he inquires 
\vhat is the best employment for him, and he goes wherever he can get high wages, 
wherever the offer of bread is nearest to him. 
· . 577. To what do you attribute it, that the fishermen in Nova Scotia are in a so 
much more prosperous state than the fishermen in Newfoundland? - The planter of 
Newfoundland keeps no men in his employment in winter; in Nova Scotia, any 
fisherman who understands the sea, goes a voyage during the winter to the West 
Indies; a vessel that is employed in the fishery, of sixty or seventy or eighty tons 
burden, will carry the produce of the fishery to its market; so tbat in the winter 
time those people are either away from the country altogether, or are employed at 
home preparing for the next fishing season. 

57~. Are there any natural causes which render the systems of the two countries 
so different ?-I believe that one cause is, that the cultivation and improvement of 
land is more encouraged in Nova Scotia than in Newfoundland . 
. , 579. You are aware that, by an Act which passed two sessions ago, colonization 
is permitted in Newfoundland?-Yes. 

580. And a new system oflaw was enacted, as between the planter and the fisher
man?-I know that, but the effect of that is not yet so sensibly felt as it will be; 
I have no doubt that that regulation will operate to produce great benefit. 
· 581. Can YOIl state of your own knowledge, that many vessels which are em
ployed in the fishery in the summer, in Nova Scotia, are employed in the winter 
,in voyages to the West Indies ?-They are, many. 

582. Does not the same thing take place in Newfoundland ?-No, they employ 
either a larger class of ships in their fishery, or small craft; the small craft has not 
sufficient bulk to go to the West Indies, and the larger species of vessels are generally 
,wanted for the European trade after the fishery is over; the restraints which existed 
bav:ing been taken off, the planters will begin to cultivate land, and others will go 
into the interior of the country. 

583· Do you know what is the expense of the homeward passage to a fisherman, 
from 'NewfoundlaiHi to Irelan.d?- :Forinerly the expense was considered as eigl~t 
doll~rs; .every pla~ter was oblIged by law, to rese~ve out of the wages which he 
had In Ius han~, eIght dollars for each man, to provIde for his passage home. 

584. What IS the expense of a passage from Newfoundland to Halifax ?-Some. 
where between thirty and forty shillings; I have known them come for 25 ~'. 
- '5,85· :Are you 'aware that a great number of the Irish fishermen who go out to 
N,wfoundland, return to Ireland after the fishing season is over? -One description 
of~llher~~n d? so, but those are persons that are well skilled in the fi.shery, they leave 
t~~ll' ~ltuhes III Ireland, and return home with their earnings, they get high wages; 
bqt of t"~. b~lk of the fishermen not \'el'Y many go t>ack~, they generally s,tragg.le 
.away som~where else: as soon as they acquire sufficient knowledge tog@t higher 
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wages, they follow tbe course. that the. others do, they go home at the end of the 
fishiu<J season, and come out In the sprIng. . . 

586. How do you account for t~ose fisher~en of a superior class returning t:o Ire
land in preference to fixing at Hahfax, assummg that the advantages of carrylDg all 
the trade at Halifax are as great as you ~tate ?-As so~n a~ a man acquires some skill 
in tbe fishery, be looks forwar? to the tune that he ":111 SIt down t~ere as a plallt~r 
and hire men to work for him, and therefore he IS always savmg a part of hits 
wages; but what the other man gets he spends, a~d he is therefor~ dtpendent UpOB 

cbance and accident; the persons that I descnbe as foremen III the fisher~ are 
generally under engagement for the ensuing se~son, the ~an that employs them II) 
one seasou says, You must come back to me III the sprmg: all those men go home 
with a vit>w of returning, and so after a few years they are able to settle for them
~lve~, and they bring their families out when tbey have got the means of settling. 

587. Is not Ulere a French settlement in Newfoundland?-The French governmeDt 
have now taken up their position at Saint Piers Miquelon, and they are carrying on 
the fishery upon the western and northern shores of ~ewfoundland to a great extent"; 
the Frtnchmen now drive away our fishermen from some of the best salmon fisheries 
that our people formerly carried on upon that coast. 

588. Do the Frencb~ settled in Newfoundland, conduct a sea fishery?- Yes. 
589. Do they cOllductit very successfully ?-The French differ from the English 

in their mode of fishing,· they dry but very little fish, they carryall their fish home in 
salt, green fish . 
. 590. Do they carry it in bulk or in barreE-In bulk. 

591. Where do they sell it ?-It is consumed very much in France; the product {)f 
the Floench fisbery extends very little beyond their own consumption, but they do not 
~ure their fish by drying it. . 

592. Should not you think that if they carried on a successful fishery at NewfoundL 
land, they might sell a great quantity of green fish in the Mediterranean and in 
Spain ~-I am not sufficiently acquainted with that to say; the people there, if they 
found there was a market for that kind of fish, no doubt would send it, and they 
did at one time send a great deal to France, till the French supplied themselves; 
but the. French are peculiar in the use of fish, the southern people in Europe prefer 
dried fish, but the French prefer the salt soft fish . 

. 593. Do not you think that all the Catholic countries would prefer green fish to 
dried fish ?-I doubt whether the green fish would stand the climate of Italy, or 
Spain or Portugal~ to be distributed in the country; I doubt whether the fish 
would bear its carriage. . 

594· You are aware, that in the examination which has been carried on by this 
Committee wilh respect to agricultural emigration, it has been the object of the Com
mittee to ascertain whether the emigrant would be able in any degree to repay the 
e"-pense incurred in his emigration; do you conceive that the opinion that has been 
C1'pr:el)sed by yourself and others upon that subject, would be equally applicable in 
the case of the fis~erman; although he, may not .have. land that co~ld be pledged in 
return for the capital so advanced to hl~, yet might It not be pOSSible in some way 
pr other to mortgage the .proceeds of hIS fishery, so as to obtain from him a sub:. 
stantive return for any capital that might be advanced for his removal ?-I rat~r 
,doubt, with respect to the secUIity you would have from the fisherman because 
they are a wandering,description of people, and you cannot have that hold of a 
fisher~an tl:at, you have of an agriculturi:t,. because the agriculturist is tied to 
the SOIl by hiS Improvements; but 10 my oplOlOn there '\,",ould be no persons who 
,wereSE:;ut out to that co.untry, that wo~l? not be enabled by one year's labour to 
pay the expense of sendmg them out, If It was so adjusted that the man that em
ployed them w~s engaged to pay the expense of'their passage. 

595· Wha.t tune of the year would be most adapted for the sending out that class of 
fishermen? --I should rather prefer the autumn, so that they would arrive there ift 
tohe latter part of, the s~mmer, and. have the winter to prepare for the ensuing 
tisbery; because It reqUIres a good deal of preparation before they can embark and 
all that should be done before the ensuingfishiog season. 
, Sgt)· Fr?m wh~t WOUld. they der~ve their s':lPport during that'winter:?-It,ispro
,bllble that If suffiCIent notIce was given that It was intended to bring for ins~ 
,from the n?rth.of Scotland any fisherme~ acquainted with the hefl'i~ fishery,:' at 
lrom the S~dly Islands any persons acquamted wi~ ':he sea fishery, if ,it was.lhlOWti 
,at what pom~ any of those: settlers would be ~stablished, I thinit capitalists 'wOUld 
resort th~re, III order to avadthemseh'e~of their labour. I should: c€ttuinly recotn'-i 

','n~nd 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. il. 

mend· the Bras d'Or Lake for those remov.ed' from Scotland, because the settlers 
there have already engaged to a considerabieextent in the herring fishery; and 
I should recommend Louisburg fOl' the others. If previous notice was sent to the 
coQntry, that such an establishment was about to be made, for instance, if notice 
were sent to the Governor, saying that it was the intention of government to send 
out-a number of settlers of that description, persons of some capital would then go 
to the spot, and make preparation to embark in that fishery with the assistance of 
those people: so that they woul~ not be landed upon a desolate place; provided 
sufficient timely notice were given, numbers would be encouraged to go down and 
take advantage of those settlements, finding they would be ahle to get fishermen at 
reasonable rates. 

,,597. Then you imagine that the expense of transport would be all the expense that 
would be necessary to be iucurred ?-I should think so. I am justified in saying 
so, because I know a tract of country that lies upon the eastern shore of Nova 
Scotia, which comprehends from the entrance of the Gut of Canso as high as 
Tatmagouche; I recollect that whole country when there were not twenty-five 
families in it, and 1 suppose there are now at least 1,500 families; and the whole 
of those families I may say, with very few exceptions, came from Scotland, and 
l'Iettled there at their own expense. Government did nothing for them, but just 
laid out the land; they paid for their own grants, and settled themselves, and they 
are now living as comfortably as any people upon the face of the earth. That 
emigration was going on in a regular tide, till the new regulations were passed, 
which made the expense of passage so great as to put an end to it. They came out 
in' great numbers formerly, for they had all their relations and friends living in the 
country. A person that goes to that country now from Scotland, except the in-' 
creased expense of the passage, has none of the difficulties to encounter that the 
first settlers had. While those people could come out in timber vessels, at cheap 
rates of passage, they came in great numbers. 

598. Has that emigration ceased entirely?-I cannot say that it has ceased en
tirely, but it is no longer what it was; they come out in so small numbers in the timber 
vessels, that the parliamentary regulations are not so strictly enforced against them. 
But the practice formerly was, that a Scotchman who had got habituated to the 
country, and who knew the ways of the country, came home 8S an adventure)', to 
bring out passengers; he travelled through the north of Scotland, and engaged as 
many passengers as pleased to go with him, and when he had got two or three 
hundred to go, he then hired a vessel, and agreed to take them out, and by such 
trade he generally made something handsome for his trouble. In that way the 
people were carried out in great numbers, and at a small expense. 

599. Is there any other regulation in the Act, which you conceive to have tended 
to put a stop to this kind of emigration, other than the limitation of the number of 
persons to the tonnage of the ship ?-The w hole Act is calculated to raise the 
expense. . , 

600. Do you conceive that the repeal of some of the provisions of that Act would 
have the effect of renewing that tide of emigration, without the assistance of govern
ment?-I am confident that if each governor was authorized to give to the master 
of every vessel, who landed in the colonies his passengers in good health, say twenty., 
shillings, or ten shillings a head, as a kind of premium for his exertion in taking 
care of them, that the passengers would be brought in in as good health, and' as 
well, as they are now under the parliamentary regulations. There was certainly one 
or two instances of great abuse, in carrying out passengers to Canada, by which· 
the passengers sl,1ffered very much; but these cases were of rare occurrence, and 
I believe the thing might not happen again for half a century. 

6.01. Do you think it would be better, supposing government were to give any as
sistance in forwarding emigration, that that assistance should be directed to carrying. 
out the poorer class of agricultural emigrants?-I am satisfied that government will 
do well to follow up the sY::item they have so wisely begun; that is, to make little 
establishments, one here and another there, in each province, taking emigrants from: 
different spots, so that they would .form a nucleus for settlers to come there after
war~. If government brought persons from different parts of Ireland, that would: 
lay the foundation for a voluntary emigration from all those parts, and the voluntaryr 
emigration would become immense if no obstruction was in the way; but at present 
they'are imprisoned,their little resources ",ill not enable them to DIeet the expense 
of g~tting out. You migbt as well talk to them of paying ninety or a hun.dred pound., 
as mne or ten pounds; but when you come to talk of a less 3.lJm, th€y might be· able, 
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with the assistance of their friends, to make it up. The voluntary,emigration is 
the thing that will remove the redundant· population of this country. . '. 

602. Do you think, so far as the fisheries are concerned, that they might be sup
plied by a voluntary emigration ?-I am convinced that the voluntary emigration, if 
there was no obstruction to it, would resume its former standard, and to a higher 
degree, because the distress in Ireland is multiplied in an extreme degree; volun .. 
tary emigration, to my knowledge, has settled Maryland and Pennsylvania, and the 
back part:; of New York; you may call that whole country Irish; and I am satisfied 
that the tide of voluntary emigration to the British colonies would again resume its 
former strength, if all impediments were removed out of the way. I have no 
objection to impose as many penalties as you please upon those who take passengers 
out, and who conduct themselves improperly in performing their contracts with their 
passengers, but let the people choose their own way of getting out. . 
. 603~Do you imagine that there are any persons in Nova Scotia and New Bruns

wick who would pay the expense of taking out fishermen from Scotland or from 
the Scilly Islands, provided those fishermen bound themselves as apprentices to them 
for two or three years, at a certain rate of wages?- I have no doubt that there 
would be very many, if they were allowed to provide cheap passages. Another. 
reason I have for suggesting that the operation of those laws is prejudicial to 
the voluntary emigration is this, that if a man has fitted out his vessel according 
to tbe rate that the Act provides, and got all his passengers ready, if the passengers 
see fit to complain to the magistrate, after they have been eating the provisions of 
the ship for a week, the magistrate has the power to let them all go on shore, and 
the shipowner has 110 remedy for what they have consumed. The great system of 
voluntary emigration arose in this way, those who could pay their passage out wen~ 
at once; those who could not, were called Redemptioners, they entered into an 
agreement with the man who carried them out, to pay him so much upon their 
arrival at Nova Scotia, say forty shillings or three pounds, and if they cannot raise 
that money, he shall be at liberty to transfer the two or three years service that he 
undertakes to give in lieu of it, to some other person who will pay it for him; and 
in that way those people were carried/out, and the man who carried them out had 
their labour as a security for the expense of their passage; if the man when he 
arrives there cannot raise the money, he makes a bargain with some person there. 
Sometimes a man has come to me and said, I am under aD engagement to pay the 
man that brought me out, three pounds, if you will advance that three pounds, I will 
undertake to serve you for two or three years, you finding me provision and clothes; 
if I wanted a labourer I would hire him; and by such means the man who Lrought 
them out got paid, and those men got employment. I have known Germans and: 
others, who have come out to that country with perhaps thirty or forty pounds in 
their pockets, and sooner than set up ,for themselves immediately, they have gone 
and served for two or three years the person who paid for their passage, and when 
they knew what to do with their money, they then set up for themselves, and 
became farmers. 

604. You said that the Scotch settlement which has been going on for a great 
many years, had fixed on the eastern side of N ova Scotia ?-On the northern and 
eastern side of it, upon the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and partly in the Gut of Canso .. 

605. Were there many fishermen amongst them ?-A few, but not many. 
606. That is a place that you consider peculiarly favourable for the settlement of 

fishermen ?-Nova Scotia and New Brullswick I think could receive all the redun
dant population of Scotland, either as fishermen, labourers, or farmers. 

607· y~)U consider that end of Nova Scotia very favourable for the settlement of 
fishermen :-Canso and Cape Breton I think weil adapted for fishermen; the 
settlers that are settled on the Bras d'or Lake ill Cape Breton, are now very 
comfortably settled. 

608. Is t-here coal in. that I~eighbo!lrhood ?-There is; the north side is entirely coal. 
609- Is not the entIre at the Gut of Canso a fine barbour?-The harbours 011 

the eastern.side ~f the ~ro~ince are ag fine as any in the world. 
~ 6 J~. Is Jt Stl ~ject .to Ice r-J II the sprin,:.! of the year, when the ice breaks up in 

thelSamt Lawrellce, It comes down; but generally the western winds keep it on the 
north shore. 

6J 1. So that it i,: n~t ml1~b impeded by icc ?-N(;\"()"~ to any great extent. 
6J:'. And never IS frozen ~-IIl some :,everc winters the Gut of Canso mav in 

some pa~ts be frOlf'n over, but it is nfvcr so obstnic.:ted a~ tQ pr~\ieRt 'materiaJly" the 
rO"t, which ~nes constantly :H'ro~'. . ..... - - , 
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" 613. Is Halifax ever blocked up with ice ?-. Never, to speak any thing about; I 
have known it interrupted with ice for about a week, once or twice in twenty 
years perhaps. 

614. Are any of the harbours on the southern side of Nova Scotia blocked up 
with ice ?-Some of the small ones, but none of the large harbours; there are more 
ship harbours from Cape Canso to Cape Sable, than in aU the United States. 

615. You say that the greater quantity of salt used in the fisheries is English salt, 
imported from Liverpool; do not they consider the bay salt very preferable for curing 
1ish ?-For curing pickled fish, because it is a milder salt. 

616. Do not they use it in preference to a coarser salt?-Y es; because they 
consider that salt as milder than either the Liverpool salt or the West India salt; 
but the Liverpool salt is now prepared in both ways. 

617. What do you say of the Turks Island salt ?-It is all coarse, and very strong, 
very large crystals and very strong; but in fact, the manufacturers of salt now in 
England send out salt for all the purposes of fishing of every kind, both coarse 
and fine. 

618. As to price, what is the difference ?-For the fishery to prosper, they ought to 
have salt for, at most, three dolJars a hogshead,which is eight bushels; if the salt 
goes over three dollars, it is against the fisherman. 
• 619. Do you make any salt in4N'ova Scotia?-None. 

620. Why do you not? --There are salt springs, but that never has been an object. 
621. Why do not you import the rock salt?-It requires capital; the means of 

getting a living in that country arc much easier thau in this. 
622. Is not coal cheaper at Halifax than it is at Liverpool?- It is cheaper in the 

province; but it is not for the want of material, but the people have not a turn for 
it; it requires a capital in the first instance to set the works going. 

623. Do you use Cape Breton coal, or English coal, at Halifax ?-PrincipaUy 
Cape Breton coal; a go~d deal of English coal comes out in ballast, but Capfil 
Breton coal is the coal that is principally used. 

624. You burn the Picton coal, do not you, principally at Halifax:-The Picton 
coal is more like the Scotch coal; but the Cape Breton coal resembles the very 
best Newcastle coal, and is preferred. 

;, 625. What may be the price, at Halifax, of the Picton coal, by the Newcastle 
chaldron ?-From six dollars to about five, or from seven dollars to five a chaldron; 
seven dollars is the highest, and five the lowest, the chaldron of thirty-six bushels. 

626. Does that include the duty to the government ?-It includes every thing. 
, 627. What is the duty to the government ?-I believe they pay five shillings at the 
pit; I am not very sure whether that duty has not been reduced, but they pay a very 
c(\llsiderable duty. 

Jovis, ISO die Aprilis, 1826. 

TValter Frederick Campbell, Esq. (a :Member of the House) 
was Examined. 

628. ARE you acquainted with any part of Scotland, where at this moment the 
population is redundant to a great degree?- I am; in the northern part of the 
Western Hebrides the population may be said to be redundant. 

6~9~ Is it chiefly a fishing population ?-They are also kelp manufacturers; I am 
speaking now particularly of the more northern of the western islands; such as 
Tiree, Coll, Rum, and Mull, and that part of the main land also. 

630. J n what manner is the property of proprietors ill that part affected by the 
redundancy of the population ?--They are obliged, of course, to support them; 
and 1il1i'iJ1eS of scarcity, when provisions are scarce, they cannot receive their rents, 
for those people consume the produce themselves, which otherwise would be COIl

verted into money by some means or other, for the pm'pose of paying the landlord's 
I'ent. 

631. If therefore those persons were remov~d, the natural conseql1ence would be 
nn extension of the farms, and of the annual rent to the lalJdlord :-An enlarge
ment or the farms, the farms would not be di",ded into sUl;b small divisions. 

63 2 ., Can.yol\ inform the Committee what, jq jOur opinion, are the causes of this 
r~d.~~atlC~Y o~' pop~'ation in that par~~ul&rll~rf of th~ .((~\H1try ?-;I belicv:, my
st:\f, j~om the.r na~lI~ very large famlhe,. 4 farmer, fQr mstance, 10 those lsla.n9s. 
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ur F C ,,,I. il f P ceive5 ~rom hifj hmdlord a lease of a farm, we will suppose sixt.v Qr seventy,. or 
..,-.'. IlrtlJ'Me, 'I' JI 

Erq. perha.ps an hupdred ~cres O! ~rable lat!cl; he ~as two or three sons? th?~ ~on. 

~ 'marry, and to each son he ~l~e~ a pOl'tIOn of lllS farm; th.ose ~ons agsl.n dl~ld~~h' 

13 Apnl, farm into a great many 5ubdlVlslons; and though the farm ]s qUIte suffiCient 10 Itself 

18116. to maintain one family, and the children, when they are young, when they come ~fl 

subdivide it among many, each division having an immense family to support, t1}. 

farm is not competent to support all their families, though it would one. • 

633. Have not the landlords any power to prevent sub-letting ?-J believe they 

have, and on my own property it is strictly forbidden, but still i~ is done occa:

sionally; but 1 do not speak so much of it there, because I have the remedy 

more in my own hands; but I speak at present of the islands to ~he 1)orth, where 

the proprietor is not resident, and where the abuses of those d'visions are mor~ 

particularly carried on. 
. 634. Are vou of opinion that the inconvenience arising from this population .\8 

such that the landlords would be induced to make any pecunhny contribution, for the 

purpose of getting rid of it ?-There is a sort of affection between landlord allP 

tenant in that country, and if the bonus held out to those people was such that the 

landlord thought it for the interest of those people to go out, I think, in many i ll-

stances, they would do something for them; the people themselves would make 

great exertiolUi to scrape a little money together, and the landlord, I have no cioubt, 

would assist them, having that end in view, provided, frqm the affection that ~ub

sists between landlord and tenant, the bonus is such that be shall think it of advan

tage to the persons to accept it. 
635. As those inconveniencies arising from a redundancy of popula~ion have 

chiefly appeared in those islands where the landlords are not resic!.ent, c!.o you thinj(: 

that t"he evil would not again recur in a short time, from spbdivision, though th~ 

popUlation might be for a time diminished?-T think it might, but it is not pro

bable; for this reason, that many of the landlords there, whom I have heard 

speak upon the subject, would take very good care for the future to lay down their 

laws more strictly upon that subiect. 
,636. Do you think, though they have not the power of enforcing those laws &t 

present, they would have the power of enforcing them if they got rid of some of 

the present 'redundant population?- I think they have seen the mischief of it W 

much now that they would take means to prevent it in future; I do not think in 

general there is a law to prevent sub.letting, but it is an unde.rstood thing; an~ 

I think they would take care for the future, in granting a lease; to lay it down so 

strictly that the tenant should not subdivide his property, that tl~e son would be 

obliged to go elsewhere instead of settling upon his father's farm. 

637. What has been the plan you have chiefly pursued with regard to youI' OW11 

property ?-In my own property I am endeavouring to draw them into villages, two 

of which I have built, one very considerable one, and another is in progress. My 

own property is more level than the other island property, and I have a great extent 

of land, so that when the leases fall in I shall be able to give farms to many of those 

people who are now cramped; and it is my intention to give them, in some measure 

upon the principle which the Committee have in view with respect to the emiO'rants' 

t~ gi~e sixty 01' ~ hundred acres. t? tl?ose people for a. certain I~umber of by ears: 

bmdmg them strictly not to subdIVIde It. But the drawmg them 111to viUaITes is the 

plan. I haye chiefly pursued as yet. ::. 

. 63~. Do you .think you have any adv~ntagcs as to the means of drawing them 

1~1to Villages! w~lch other ~anded propl'letors may not possess?-1 think I havc, 

tram local SItuatIOn and vanous other causes. . 

?39· . At the period when you constructed those villages, if a practicable system ~f 

en:lgratlOn had been presented, which you were convinced would be attcnded wiLh 

great ~d~antage to the emigrant, should you have been disposed to incur the expenae 

of ~UlldIng Villages, or woul.d y?U have taken advantage of such a system of emi

gratl?l1?-My own pro~erty IS different from th.at of other northern proprietor8, for 

I ha\~ more la~d tha.t IS capable generally of Improvement, but I think there are 

som~ Instances 1n wlncl1.1 s~ould have been indu~ed to advance money to clear 

particular spots. The SItuatIOns where 1 was anx\Ous to get villages built, be ina 

generally close upon the :;ea coast, the land in the immediate neighbourhood wa~ 

held on.leases, under. the very system I have st~ted, by a number of small tena1)tJ). 

Those tenan~ ~ eDdeavou~ed to persuade to give up their land, and to take just 

~nough to plOvlde them "lt~ potatoes. and ~ cow grass, but those people, in some 

ulslances, .. hllve refused to gIve up their portions of land.. In those cases I should 

. Ua\'c 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 75 

'have been very gl~d .to have got those people to.emigrate, and \fonld have advanced 
a modera.te sum of money for the purpose, provIded the bonus held out to them was 
advantageous. .' 

640. What sum per head should you have been willing to advance, including men, 
women and children, in the proportion of a man, a woman and two children ?-' That 
i~ a point to which I could not speak. If an amount were fixed, I would try, if 
I co,uld afford it, to pay the sum that was demanded; but of course I could not 
pl'etend to say what sum I should pay. 
, 641. The sum you would be willing to pay, would of course depend on the exi

gency of the case?-Yes, and upon the bonus held out. 
642. Can you inform the Committee whether it would have answered your pur

pose to have divested yourself of that ciass of population at the rate of 3t. per head, 
suppo~ing that you got rid of them in the most satisfactory manner, and under 
circumstances that would leave no doubt of their subsequent prosperity ?--I dare 
sa,y that in some instances I would have done so; but I do not consider myself 
placed in the same situation in which other proprietors are; I believe that many 
other proprietors would be much more ready to give a considerable sum than 
I,would. 

643. You have a considerable proportion of waste and improveable land?-t. 
1. have a very large proportion. 

644. You do not consider the population of your island as redundant, as being 
more than the island is able to support ?-N 0; but on my own propel'ty I con
sider that in parts it is redundant; in some parts, where the land is not particu.· 
larly good, from the circumstance of its having been an old abbey land, or some
t.hing of that sort, where the church had begun improvements, the country people 
had gathered round all the keels; which are old church lands, while in other parts 
of-the country, lands which are better have never been touched. I have a piece of 
land containing 18 square miles, which requires only a little draining at a small 
expense; there is only about from a foot and a half to three feet of moss, upon a 
fine clay soil; the whole of those 18 square miles are capable of improvement. 
,645. Do you think that the proprietors, who have not the convenience of a large 

proportion of spare land, would be glad to embrace the offer of an advantagoous 
scheme of emigration for some of the redundant population on their estates ?-. 
1. certainly think they would. 

646. Can you state at all what is the disposition of the people themselves towards 
a system of emigration of this description ?-I am certain that the people them
selves, in many instances, would move heaven and earth to scrape the money toge
ther, if the landlord did not. 

,64i, Do you think that in many instances they would be able to scrape their 
money together to effect their object ?-I think they would. I think almost all 
those people who live in parts where those small subdivisions of farms exist, would 
he induced to go out of the country. They have generally a cow, and they keep 
always their female produce, the heifer, and they have a calf of a year, which if it is 
a male ,is sold as a yearling always. That they generally have, and therefore, by 
converting those into money, the cow would be worth 4/., the two years old 3t., and 
the calf from 208. to 308., SO that those would make st. towards the expense. 

,648. 'Vould not that population, if they were to become emigrants, be more 
a<lapted for agricultural purposes than for the fisheries ?-Every fisherman through
~ut the islands, and every kelpman throughout the islands, has his bit of land, and 
they are farmers, as well as every thing else. They live upon their land, and they 
pay their rent by their exertions. It is impossible that the land can pay the land· 
l?fd's rent. In Tiree each family will make its two ton of kelp, for which they 
receiv~ at the rate of 2t . . lOS. or 3t.; tha t pays the rent of the land, and perhaps 
leaves sQme small trifle to buy leather for shoes, or tobacco, or something of that 
k!i~d; then they have a little barley upon their land, which they sell; and in that 
way their ,wants are supplied; but the work that they do at the fishing and the 
kelp is what pays their rent. 
,A~'49.:Has there been a successful fishery conducted· by the people on your pro

perty?-There is a tolerablv !.!ood cod and lilH! stcnlock fisherv established bv mv1 

lJl1cle .. · 
1::~30~ Is there any herring fishery ?-I established a herring fishery myself. 

651. Is it s9certain as that on the eastern coast-?-Much more certain 00 the 
west" than 00 ·tae eastern ¢Gast; but not immediately on my own· pl"Op.~·ty; the 
Loch Fine is the best helTing' fishery; but from the great rapidity of thfl ~tdes in 
~'4046 . L 4 my 
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my neighbourhood, they sometimes sweep the heflings in, and sometimes swecl" 
them off. 

65 2 • Do they fish under bounty ?-They do. 
653. Have they been much encouraged by the bounty?-·J consider very much; 

I think the bounty upon fishing has been of very essential service. • 
654. Did the fishery exist to any extent before the bounty which was granted in 

about 1812 or 1814 ?-With me, the fisheries have increased to their present suc
cessful state within the last ~ix or sevel) years. 

655. Do you think that any impression exists amongst the people themselves, that 
they would be benefited by emigration ?-In some instances they have emigrated; 
there is now to a certain degree a prejudice against it; they emigrated under some 
people who came and took all their little property from them, and accordingly when 
they got there they had nothing to begin upon, they could neither get land nor 
labour, and they therefore returned completely beggars. 

656. To what part did they emigrate ?-They emigrated to America; they went 
out with speculators who came round, and who charged so much for their passage 
over. Some of their friends having removed successfully, they went over to join 
them; and when they got there, there was nobody to assist them, and there was no 
land for them to have, and they had no capital to commence with; and therefore, 
unless there is some chance of the people, when they go, getting support and work 
immediately on their arrival, an emigration, instead of doing good, would be highly 
prejudicial; but if the bonus held out to them was such that they had a chance of 
being made comfortable by their own labour, I have no doubt they would receive it· 
as a very great boon. 

657. In using the term bonus, you mean the provision that should be made for 
them upon their landing ?-I mean that they should receive land and work. 

65~. Are there not covenants generally in the leases, against sub-Ietting?-Thet'e 
are generally, at least in a great number of instances; in my own there are; but 
though I try to prevent it as much as I can, yet in spite of me the farmer will give 
to his son, when he marries, the half of his farm. 

659. Will you state the measures you have adopted to prevent sub-letting ?- It is 
very strictly prohibited in the lease, and it is stated that if they do sub-set they 
shall be turned out of their land bodily. They will sometimes conceal the sub
setting, by the father coming and paying the rent of the s?n; and the fact only 
peeps; out now and then, when the son takes advantage of It, and does not pay his 
father the half. 

660. Do you know whether those covenants against sub-letting are more effectually 
enforced in other parts of Scotland ?-I believe my own property is as well regu
lated as any in theW estern Islands of Scotland, and I believe it has been more par
ticularly looked into with a view to prevent it; I should therefore think it was carried 
to a greater extent elsewhere. 

661. Have you in your leases any prohibition against building other houses than 
the farm-house upon the estate ?-·There is this, that they only receive payment for 
one house. It would require an enormous capital to build houses for all those 
people, and there tore when my grandfather granted the leases, he bound himself at 
the expiration of the lease, to pay the valued price of a farm-house; the fa:m
houses are eleven feet and a half high 011 the side walls, built with stone and lime 
and with glass wind~ws! he bound himself, in all those leases, to pay for thos; 
houses upon the expiration of the lease, but for one only upon an individual farm' 
and therefore those people are not willing t? go to the expense of .building a second 
ho~se at an expense of twenty-~ve or thl!,ty pounds, timber bemg all expensive 
article th~re: they have ~one so m some mstances, but when I have detected it, 
I have said, Well, my fnend, you have acted contrary to your a17reement· you 
shall not receive one farthing for that house, and I shall not renew th~ lease. ' 

662. When the son takes a portion of the father's land, does he in most cases build 
another house upon the property, or not ?-Sometimes he runs up a hovel and some-
times they live in the same dwellinghouse. ' 

663., Do you use any means for the purpose of preventing the building of those 
hovels r-I ne\<'er have.· . . 

664· Then the Commit.tee understand y~u, to state that the tenant generally builds 
a I,louse, and y~1 allow him the value of tU-At the expiration of the lease I am 
buun~ to pay tllm the v~lue of ,the house, ~s .valued by two appraisers. ' 

G6~. ~re you ucqu81l1ted WIth th.e pr~vlslOns of the Act of the 4th of the 1('P~' 
c. 84, which regulates the passage at emIgrants ?-I am not. . " ~' 

666: .Are 
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" .666. Are the labouring people on the western coast of Scotland, and ill the He- W. F. Campbell, 
bride.s, in the habit of consuming any meat, either beef or mutton or pork ?-In Esq~ 
the winter season about a dozen families kill a beast among them, and they have a ~ 
lit.tlemeal,· and perhaps a few salt 01' fresh fish; and if they can get a little tobacco 13) ~:~.i!, 
and; a glass of whiskey on a Sunday, they never wish to see meat from one week to 
another. 
n: 667. What is .-the ordinary provision of those people ~-Potatoes, and meal and 
fish, either fresh fish 01' salt fish. 

668. Do you know whether the labourers on the western coast of Scotland, and. 
in the Hebrides, are in the habit, generally, of using any bedding ?-Yes, such as 
it is; .they have generally sacks stuffed with heather or terns, which they lie upon; 
sometImes, also, they use platted straw, and they have always blankets. . ~. 
, 669' Is there in the Island of Tiree, for instance, a resident medIcal man:,-' 
I think in most of the islands now there is medical advice of some description. 
:.' 670. J s not the market price of kelp very much lowered ?-It did lower when there 
was a threat of a reduction in the barilla duties in the Customs Consolidation Act; 
thatgot wind in Scotland and produced a panic, but the moment that subsided the 
kelp brought a very fair price. 
. 671. Are you of opinion that a considerable change has taken place in public 
opinion in Scotland, with respect to the desirableness of having a great number of 
occupants upon the land?- I think, certainly, in a great numuer of instances there 
has been a very great change, and the reason of that is, that the old people formerly 
used to love to have immense gatherings of people round them; that was from the 
feudal power it gave them, and the idea that if there was any fighting going on, they 
had so many to back them. 

672. ·Do not you consider the food of the people to be as poor as it can well be?
I cannot say it is the richest in the world; I shouid think they are satisfied with as 
little as any body of men in the world. 

673. Is not fish a very important part of it ?-Yes, all our coast abounds with 
fish; there are a variety of different kinds of fish caught. 

6.74. Is fish a necessary part of their food ?-I should think so. 
675. Do you think the fishery would be much discouraged by the withdrawment 

of the bounties ?--I think very much indeed; they fish very much for the market, 
and those who fish for the market introduce a better system of fishing into the 
c<:mntry; they introduce larger boats, and go further off from the shore, where they 
get better sorts of fish, which they are induced to do by getting the bounty upon the 
fish; which if that were withhrawn, they could not afIord to do, and then the fishing 
would be confiued to the shore fishery, where they would only get small fish. 

676. Then not only the fishery that is carried on for the supply of the market, 
but the fishery for the supply of food to the people, would be materially diminished 
by withdrawing the bounties ?-Very much, for the reason! have given, that those 
who fish for. the market, have introduced a better mode of fishing. I myself 
have bought models of boats of a better sort, and the people have built boats 
after· those models, that they may go off into the rapid tides, where the fish are more 
plentiful. . 

677. How far off do they go ?-Between seven and nine miles, where the great 
tides are. 

678. Where is the principal market for the fish ?-The better sorts of fish go to 
Glasgow, and to Li verpool sometimes; and the inferior sorts of fish arc sold very rea
dilyin the North of Ireland, in Belfast and Derry j and the small ones are all set 
aside for,their own eating. . . . . I 

'. 679 .. Notwithstanding that ready market, you are of opinion that if the bounties 
\(!ere withdrawn, they would no longer be able to carryon the fishery with ad van
ta~e?-I think not; because the reason they meet with a ready market is, that 
owing to the bounties, they can sell .. at the price that the Irishman can afford to give, 
which is per9aps two-pence for twelve pouuds of fish. . 

68.0' Do those boats fish under the deep sea fishery bounty r-No, they do not; 
.t~at.ll:i to. vessels of twenty tons. . . . 

681. Is not the reason why those parties cannot afford to sell their fish cheaper, 
.t~tjt~~ ~ides oft· that coal:i~ ~nake it necessary to have a superior quality of boat, 
bo~h wlth respect to the construction of the boat, and the tackle and cordage used ?
It IS •. 

. . ~8:~ If, o,n;. ~he. contr~ry t!!ere wer~ s~ill ~(lter in, the neighLourhood, t~ley WQulq. 
be able to do It WIth an mfenor descnption of boat r-Yes. . . 
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683. Do you conceive that a scientific survey of the fishi?g banks of that part o~ 
Scotland would be of material benefit ?-Of most material benefit, both to the 
North of Ireland and to the West of Scotland. 

684. Are vou aware that all the bounties now given on that fishery by law will 
cease on the "5th of April 1830 ?-I ~m aware that. they are to cease then, and: 
I know the people look forward to it wIth very great dIstress. 

685. Will not the situation of the people be very much aggr~vated ~hen, as to 
obtaining food ?-Most undoub~edly; because the reason for theIr gettmg fish for 
their own food is, that they are mduced to fish for the market by the bounty. 

Sir Hugh Innes, Bart. a Member of the House; Examined. 

686. ARE you aware of considerable distress prevailing in any part of the popu
lation of Scotiand at present ?-Not in my immediate neighbourhood; but I 
believe it does in the manufacturing districts. 

687. Vo you consider that the po~ulation of the district that you are acquainte~ 
with is reoundant ?-Yes, or rather lIkely to be so. . . 

688. What is the state of the people, as to food ?-At present I thmk they do not 
suffer much. ' 

68g. What is their food?-Their food is chiefly oatmeal, potatoes, and salted 
herrings. 

690. What symptoms, then, appear of over population?-The symptoms at 
present are the rising generation. I do not think we have an over population at 
present; but I am afraid that in a very short time we shall. 

691. Of what district do you speak ?-I speak of part of the north-west of Scot
land, and not of the manufacturing part. 

692. Are the people much dependent upon the fisheries for subsistence ?-Very 
much, the bulk of them. 

6g3. What is the prospective danger of over population that you apprehend ?
The people, at present, have no support but from the fishery, and I do not think 
that that can be extended much furtber. 

094. Are not they all little farmers ?-No, great part have cottages, and they 
have their gardens; some of them have perhaps half an acre to an acre of ground; 
those who have an acre, generally have a cow's grass in the villages. 

695. But not enough to produce the food that they consume ?-No. 
696. To what district do your observations principally relate?-The district of 

Kintail and Lochalsh, in Ross-shire. 
697. Does not the production of kelp occupy a considerable portion of the popula-

tion ?--N ot in that district, we make very little kelp in the islands. . 
6g8. But your observations apply in a great measure to the islands ?-To Lochalsh 

and Kintail. 
699. Do you mean that a part of the food of the people is purchased in the market! 

-Undoubtedly; they sell their herrings, and they buy meat; and the manufacturers 
of kelp gene.rally import meal, with which they pay their kelpers in part, and 
perhaps part m money. 

700. What is the state of the habitations of the people ?-Upon the whole, I think 
they are comfortable. 

70 1. Do you speak of the fishermen now, or generally of the population?-,
Generally we have 8; ~lUmber of small tenants, perhaps upon a farm that pays 100 I. 
we have twenty famlhes, twenty hOllses. 

702. What is the state of the poorer population, distinct from the fishermen, the 
f!1.ere lllndo~ner of the smallest class ? -They are all fishermen; they could not live 
Without fishlOg; we have no poor-rate; we have a very small sum to distribut~ 
among the poor. 
. ?~3· ~s that fishery ~f long sta~ding ?-,It has been followed up with considerable 

actlVlty smce the establishment of the Society for British Fish~ries. ' 
.. 70 1-. In L.ocha~sh an~ K~nta~l have the~ any fishery ?-Yes, very considerable; 
the~ IS a fishmg Village m Kmtall a~d DOfllw that belongs to me, and one in Loch
alsh, a ?urgh of Barony named Phlchter. I suppose there are five or six hundred 
people 10 each. 
'" .705. Do they subsist by the fishery, or the produce of the land ?-Part of both' 
chIefly by the fishery. ' 
.' 706. Are there not many inland parts, inthe mountains, where the inhabitants are 
supported by the produce of the land solely?-There are very few in the interior 
now; ,they have nearly all come down towards the shore. .' 
~'. 

707. In 
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·707. In the establi(':hment of fishing stations, was not a certain allotment of land Sir 
made to each occupant ?-The Society did so. In the two villages I have mentioned, Hugh, Inne6, 
they have a garden's acre and cow's grass. There is anothel' class of people, upon ~ 
club farms, who pay from 5 t. to lot. each of rent. 'I 
. 708. Has not the attention of the occupant to his land withdrawn him greatly from 131::~.1 , 

the original settlement, namely the fishery?-No, I do not think it does to that 
extent; I do llOt think a man paying 10 t. or 15 t. rent will leave the fishery. 
':J:·709. Was ~here not a period "hen that class of persons subsisted more on the 
produce of the land than latterly ?-Undoubtedly. . 

710. At what period did the transfer to the coast take place ?-I think within 
these thirty years; the country has within that period become more of a sheep 
country than formerly. 
. 71 L Have not you very materially contributed to that, by establishing fishing 

stations ?-I have. 
712. Was that transference to the coast cotemporary with the establishment of 

the fishery bounties ?-I think the bounties existed here before they could be consi
dered to be changed to a fishing people . 

. 713. Have the fisheries tended to attract people to tile coast ?-Undoubtedly. 
714. Do you consider that the fishery of that part of Scotland depends very 

much upon the bounties ?-I think it does. 
715. Will their situation be very much deteriorated by the abolition of the bounties; 

as now contemplated hy law?-lt is vp,ry difficult to answer that question; locally 
speaking, I do not think that we shall suffer much; I think that many people 
that come from a distance to fish, will be deterred from returning when the bounty 
is taken off. 

710. Do the people of your district fish under the bounties ?-Yes. 
717~ Do they fish in a deep sea ?-No, very little. They sell a great many 

herrings. -
7 t 8. Is it merely in the herring fishery that they are engaged ?-Alruost entirely; 

they are now beginning a grey fishery, sllch as cod, ling, hake, &c. 
719. In larger boats ?-I hope in larger boats, and upon a greater scale; they 

are now building larger boats, to profit by the early tIshery upon the Caithness 
coast, and afterwards to tIsh their own lochs. The fish ill general pass along the 
Caithness coast, sometimes before they resort to the harbour lochs. 

720. Do you expect that that will exist and extend independently of the bounties? 
-I should hope so; the bounty certainly is a great encouragement, but I think 
the withdrawment of the bounty will prevent many coming from England and Ireland 
to fish; we have a great many from Ireland at present. 

721. Do they interfere considerably with the fishery on your coast ;-To a certain 
degree they must with the fishers; they, however, buy a good deal of fish from the 
country fishermen. They buy them green in the Irish market, and cure them. 

722. Do the people eat meat at any period of the year ?-About Christmas 
they do. 

723. Do you think there is a great disposition amongst persons of that description 
to emigrate from that country at present?-Abollt two years ago there was a dis
position among the poor people to emigrate; and I took the liberty to suggest to 
His Majesty's government the making an allowance for the transport of the poor 
people. Our emigrants hitherto have been men,who had a little property, \\ho many 
of them wished their poor relations to go with them, but they could not aHord to 
pay their passage. I suppose about two or three years ago, llear 1,000 people 
perhaps went from the western coast; I might almost say four 01' five parishes in 
my immediate neighbourhood. 

724. Do you think that an emigration of the poorer classes might be conducted 
with benefit to that country ?-If they were to go now, I think it might. 

'725. Do you know what was the average capital carried from the country by the 
earlier emigrants to whom you have referred ?-It is extremely difficult to ascertain 
that; but I have been told that some carried from 50 t. to 150 t. 
'726. Were they small farmers, who bad been dispossessed of their lands, by the 
change of cultivation from black cattle to sheep ?-YesJ and who perhaps did not 
like to follow the laborious pursuits of the fishery.' , 
~, 727~ . Doyou consider that pel~sons of some capital were driven to emigr~te by 
the.growth ?f the pauper population around them ?-No" I think th~y w~nt frotl} 
choice; a man in that country, possessed of 150 t. may live very comfortably . 
.. ;404. M 2 7:28. Was 
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728. Was it from the increase in the rent of land that they were induced to emi
grate ?-In part perhaps; but it proceeded very mucb from the change from black 
cattle to sheep. 

729. Were not the rents of land increased very much by that change?--Very 
much. 

730. In the proportion of about three to one?-Yes. 
731. Can you state whether the lan.dlor?s in that pa~t o~ the conntry would be 

anxious to promote any system of emIgratIOn, by contnbutmg money towards the 
removal of the people?- I should rather think not. 

732. Are you acquainted with other parts of Scotland where the population is 
more in excess than in your own district ?-N 0 

733. Are you aware of the regulations in the Passage Act of the 4 th of the King. 
c. 86, requiring certain quanti tie:; of provisions to be laid in for the use of- the 
emigrants?-Yes. 

734. Do those regulations appear to you to provide more largely than the neces
sity of the case and the habits of the people would require?- The people certainly 
are not accustomed to live so well. 

735. The original Passage Act of the 43d of the late King was framed with 
reference to the suggestions of the Highland Society; was it not part of the object 
of the Highland Society, by increasing the expense of the passage, to check the 
spirit of emigration which at the date of that Act prevailed ?-I rather think it was. 

736. Supposing a proposition were made, to remove a family of four persons of 
the .poorest class, from any part where the population may be redundant, for the 
sum of twelve pounds, do you consider that the landlord would be disposed to 
charge himself to that extent for such a purpose ?-I do not know, it is ::;0 much 
a matter of feeling that it is very difficult to answer the question. ' 

i3i. Supposing the condition of the family likely to be very much improved?
There are some situations where it would bear particularly hard upon one class of 
proprietors and not upon others; for instance, there are some proprietors the greater 
part of whose property is in sheep entirely, and there are others, who, from their 
property being low land, have but few tenants . 
. 738. The supposition is not that any tax is to be levied upon the landlords for 

that purpose, uut whether, in case of a landlord finding a superabundance of popu
lation of the poorest class upon his property, he would be disposed to accede to 
a vpluntary contribution to the amount of twelve pounds, for the removal of four 
persons, to place them in a better situation in the colonies ?-l should think he 
would. 

739· At present the Committee are to understand, that ill your judgment the 
population is not so superabundant ?-No, not in my particular neighuourhood. 

740 . You apply your ouservations to tbe north-western coast of Scotland ?-To 
the two parishes I mentioned; at present I do not know one individual that wishes 
to emigrate from those parishes. 

George Jll'Phersoll Grollt, Esq. (a Member of the Committee) 
was Examined. 

, 741. ARE you aware that the population in any part of Scotland is in so redun
dant a state that it would be materially relieved by emiO'ration;- I am not aware 
of it in any. part of Scotland witb w~ich ~ am personall/'acquainted; my personal 
k~oVl')edge IS mostly c.onfined to the Intenor of the Highlands, where there is cer
taInI'y a large popul~tJon.' and ~he I.ands are very min~tely divided amongst them; 
but 10 my own dIstrIct,. In the Intenor of ~nv~r~ess-shlre, I could have improved 
my property very c~ms.ld.erably, ~y convertmg It Into sheep-land; it would be of ad
vantage to myself, IndIVIdually, If all those tenants were removed from the estate 
but I had ~hat feeling towa~ds them that I did not wish to do so, and they live com: 
fortably WIth regard to theIr own feelings; they live chiefly upon oatmeal and po
tatoes, and they are satisfied. 

742 .. H~s there be:n any voluntary emigration from ,that part of the country ?_ 
!here \\ as, upon Iettmg m} land, about seventeen or eIghteen years ago, and. mak
mg some changes,. a p~rtIOn of them, about a dozen, chose to emigrate to Ca
nada; those who dId e.mlgrate we~e possessed of some little property; they sold 
off the stock upon thel~ fafl~s, and went out to Canada. At that time I· should 
have been v~ry w~ll sat~sfied If~ l~rger proportion of them had removed "them
selves, proVldedlt was a descnptlOn of persons I could have selected from them: , 

but 
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but in the course of about four, years every individual returnecl, disappointed with 
his situation; they had spent aU their money, and I believe they found their .way 
back in consequence of getting some smuggled tea and smuggled handkerchIefs; 
and from that moment I could not get one from that district to agree to emigrate. 

743. Do you know to what part of Canada they went ?-N 0; but there are 
some of them still in existence, from whom I could probably obtain that in
formation. 

744. Do you know what capital those emigrants carried with them ?-I should 
think probably about thirty or forty pounds each. 

Henry John Boulton, Esq. called in; and further Examined. 

745. HAVE you read the evidence which has been given before this Committetl 
by Mr. Felton ?-I have. 

746. Have you prepared a note of your opinions, relating to the points to which 
Mr. Felton was examined ?-I have looked over his examination, and I have made 
some notes of those parts that I should rather object to. 

747. Mr. Felton stated, that he considered it would be beneficial to limit the 
introduction. through Lower Canada, of the wheat of the United States; do you 
agree with him in opinion upon that subject ?-I am of the same opinion, deci
dedly; I do not mean particularly Lower Canada; I should :;ay through Upper 
Canada more particularly; but I am of opinion that it would be very much for the 
benefit of the general trade of the provinces, that American flom should be ad
mitted (for I take the broad distinction between flour and wheat) into the Canadas 
free of dllty, for exportation. I spoke the other day from memory; I have since 
looked over the laws of Upper Canada. and I find that the legislature have uni
formly in their enactments, up to the period when the Canada Trade Act was 
passed, made a distinction between American flour admitted for home-consumption 
and for exportation, and they have always admitted American flour free of duty, 
for exportation, there has always been a proviso in their Act for that purpose; and 
I consider that in an Act of that local nature the opinion so expressed, of the 
legislature, is of much more value than that of any number of individuals could 
possibly be. . 

i48. Yon consider they would be actuated by sufficielltjealousy against any injury 
to be done to the agriculture of Upper Canada?-Yes; for the greater portion of 
the house are practical fanners, who make their bread by agriculture, and who till 
their own ground and sell their own flour. 
; 749. Do you know whether, under the practice of those laws, effectual means 
were taken against the misapplication of any flour so introduced ?-I do not think 
there could be any difficulty in making regulations for that purpose. 

750. Do you conceive that during the time when the permission existed, it was 
abused by the introduction into consumption of any American flour ?-I do not 
conceive it was; if it was, however, it would be no harm to continue the law; be
cause, if it was possible to abuse a law permitting it to be exported free of duty, 
the same means that would enable persons to do that. would enable them to smuggle 
it for home consumption when a duty is payable. 

7.51. Do you conceive that effectual means could be taken to prevent its intro
duction into the United Kingdom, under the pretence of being Canadian flour?
Yes; the fact is, that persons accustomed to the trade there, know perfectly well by 
the look of a barrel of flour, whether it is manufactured in Canada or in the United 
States; the different mills from which they come, are always brand en generally 
on .both heads of the barrel with the stamp of the manufacturers name. 
: 752. Would not it be very possible to counterfeit that mark ?-It would be very 
possibl,e certainly; but that is not the only security, by any means. 
, 753. What is the difference between the wheat that grows in the upper province 
of Canada, and the wheat that grows in the neighbouring part of the· Ohio and· 
¥ichigan territory ?-I do not think there is much difference in the wheat, but 
there is in the flour; the flour of the United States is better manufactured than 
ours, and no person accustomed to flour, would have any difficulty in stating which 
'Yas Genesee flour and which was Upper Canada flour. ' 

754· That would merely be till you had improved the mills of Upper Canada?
So far as that went; but by the present law, flour is permitted to come into Quebec 
~or exportation, upon paying the 'duty.in the W!=st India colonies, for inst~nce;' that 
IS, there are free ports; Quebec, for instance, is a free port; now if a party is .per-
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mitted to bring his flour to Quebec, and there bond it for exportation, as is now the 
law by the Act of the British Parliament, upon paying a duty of five shillings when 
he takes it to the West Indies, of course taking oft'the duty, which is a benefitthat 
he receives at the final end of his voyage, will not at all tend to make it more easy 
for him to bring that flour by England, than if you left it with the duty on. 

755. Would it not be more beneficial to him to take it to the West Indies ?-It 
will make it more beneficial to take it to the West Indies, in proportion -as vou 
diminish the inconvenience upon him when it gets there. • 

756. Is your view, in desiring that free admission of American flour, the same 
as Mr. Felton's, that of ultimately securing to the provinces the supply of the West 
India market ?-Yes, decidedly so. ," 

757. Do you conceive that the ~xports and imports of the Genesee country, and 
the other districts on the Upper Lakes belonging to the United States, would be 
more cheaply carried, when the canals completing the navigation of the St. Law· 
renee are constructed, through the St. Lawrence than through N ew York ?-I have 
not the slightest doubt of it; and I hold the opinion of the first men in the United 
States in my hand, exactly corresponding, but in stronger terms than I have expressed 
myself to that effect. 

758. Although you may think that the exports would go more conveniently down 
the St. Lawrence, do you think the imports in return would ascend the river with 
eqttal advantage ?-N ot with equal advantage to the exports. 

759. Do not you think that the imports would, at all eventc;, go through the State 
of N ew York?-I do not think they would. I wish to give some reason for my 
opinion: the western country is an immense country, larger than France consider
ably; all the trade of that country must come duwn the river St. Lawrence, and 
go to the ocean, consequeutly that western country, ,,,hen the St. Lawrence is im~ 
proved, as it may be improved at a very moderate expense, in comparison with the 
magnitude of the object, all that western country may as well be considered as an 
Atlantic country as the state of N ew York; for where is the difference, whether 
a ship sailing from England goes up the St. Lawrence direct, two thousand miles 
into the interior, without changing her cargo, or whether she goes to South America 
upon the ocean? that may be done. 

760. Do you conceive it possible that the river St. Lawrence can ever be made 
capable of such ship navigation ;-1 have not any doubt of it. 

76]. What is to be dOlle with the whole extent of rapids t- It is explained, in 
the paper I hold in my hand, by the opinion of our adversaries. I have heard 
Americans over and over again say that they look to a time, and I hope that a time 
will arrive, when a vessel may sail up the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and go into the 
ocean through the Gulf of Mexico. 

762. Supposing it was at this moment possible that a ship from the Port of 
London could sail into Lake Erie, do you conceive then that it would land its cargo 
atany point of Lake Erie cheaper than a vessel going from tbc Port of London to 
New York, and shipping her goods up the canal ?-There can be no doubt of it. 
, 763. At all periods of the year ?-At some periods of the year. The reason 

why I think so is, because the expense of freight consists very mat~rially in the 
number of tilJ!cs that you have to change the cargo. I have in my hand a state
ment of the Americans, that you can export commodities from England to Ne\v 
York at only double the expense that will take them from 1\ ew York to Balti. 
more. 

764. 'you entire! y. overloo~ th~ fact of the great inconvenience of a ship beating 
up the nver; SuppOSIng the nver !5 perfectly deep and capable of naviO'ation how 
is a ship of that description advantageollsly to beat up a river above fift~en hl:ndred 
miles ?-I sp~ak from.experien.ce, when ~ s::ty that they do go up the river without 
any very consI?e~able ll1convemence at thIS day, with the exception of those places 
w~ere the rapId IS too strong [or them to contend with, and in those places large 
ships. actually g0.uP by belp ot steam tow:boats. I have seen them, and been by 
the SIde of them In a tow~boat, when I beheve they have gone seven miles an hour 
between Montrealand Quebec, and when ships out of the port of London have' 
gone up the current at the rate of seven miles an hour. f 

.765. Is there n.ot lIOW ~ system of. steam~towing up the St. Lawrence, which 
",-Ill remedy th~ mconvemenc~ ?-. Ent~rely; which steam~tuwing, I take upon 
mys~lf to say wl~hout any heSitatIOn, IS far superior to any land~tolVinO' that cari 
pOSSibly be e,stabhshed. 0 

i66. Do 
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" 766. Do you not conceive that in process of time. all the navigation' ~et~een 
Englanrl and the St. Lawrence and the Upper Lakes wIll be by steam navIgatIon? 
-Unquestionably I do, between Quebec and the Upper Lakes; I have no doubt 
of it. 

767. Would the vessel unlade in that case ?-A steam ship might go from Halifax 
to the Upper Lakes, "ith such improvement as may be made in the navigation of the 
St. Lawrence; and I contemplate the time when ships will uring cargoes from all parts 
of the world to Quebec, there deposit them, and that they will thence proceed in 
another vessel 2,000 miles, on coasting voyages inland, without shifting the cargo 
laden on board at Quebec, and then return to Quebec laden with the productions 
of those extensive and fertile regions. . 

768. In speaking of the advantages which Lower Canada would derIve. fr?m the 
passage of American uour through it, Mr. Felton stated, that by flour furmshmg the 
basis of an assorted cargo, they would be able to send out much of their own pro
ductions which have not now a vent in their communication with the West Indies; 
would you say the same of Upper Canada ?-Yes, because I consider, although we 
are two sepaJ;ate provinces in point of government, our interests are mutual and 
never can be separated; whatever is beneficial to one province must be beneficial to 
the other. 

769. Do you consider that the importations also would be materially benefited 
by taking those assorted cargoes in return to Quebec ?-Yes, I do. 

770. The question refers to such assorted cargoes as would suit the United 
States ?-Unquestionably they might be. 

n1. You have stated, that you consider ultimately that tile course of navigation 
will be for vessels to reach Quebec, and then trans-ship into sllch vessels as may be 
suiied to the upper navigation; will you state the tonnag~ that wuuld be suited to 
the general depth of the upper navigation ?-I think ships of 150 tons would be 
quite large enough for any useful purposes, and not too large; there is a ship now 
on Lake Ontario, larger than any in the British navy; those lakes are capable of 
any navigation; then we have got to suit the river navigation to the lake navigation, 
that is to constmct such ships as are large enough for lake navigation, and smalL 
enough for river and canal navigation, and vessels of ] 50 tons would be ample for 
all internal purposes, and not too large for the canals. I have seen vessels of ~50 
tons at Montreal, I saw them brought up this very summer by steam boats. 

Veneris, 14° die Apri!i::;, 1826. 

Robert Joseph Chambers, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

77'1. YOU are a police magistrate ?-I am; I have been so for eighteen years, 
in a populous part of London, the borough of Southwark. , 

773. Are you of opinion that a system of emigration of Children, for whom there 
are no means of emploYloenr," might be beneficially carried on from .many parts of 
the metropolis ?- I am of opinion sLlch a system of emigration would be productive 
of great benefit; I conceive that London has got too full uf children. There has 
been·a great increase, as I can show by returns now in my hand, of juvenile offences, 
which I attribute, first, to the increase of the population, secondly) to the want 
of employment for children, thirdly, to the discharge of children from ships in 
docks. 

774. What do you mean by the discharge of children from ships in docks ?
Imm~diatelya ship enters the docks in London, all the hands are cleared out, . and 
the children go and do what they can for themselves. . 

77:5. Do you mean boys?-Yes. 
776. In using the term .children, will you have the goodness to explain to what 

a~e you apply that term ?~From twelve to twenty. 
777. Male children ?-Male and female. The next cause I should assign for the 

increase of juvenile offences is, from the commitments for sleeping in the open air; 
a number of children are brought from brick grounds and other places, and com
mitted for sleeping in the open air, who are totally destitute of employment; those 
'children become acquainted with boys committed as reputed thieves, and increase 
the quantum of crime.. In the populous parts of London, two or three married 
cou}>les will be found in one room, with their families occupying the different corners 
of the ~oom; and I have had complaints of robberies being committed upon each 
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other in that state. Another cause is, children congregating together in such num
bers, especially when committed to the jails. In the New Prison, in Middlesex; 
they sleep twenty or thirty in a room. I have a Return from the Brixton gaol, which 
shows that more than half the number of persons committed for offences are under 
the age of twenty-one; which Return J beg to give in: 

[The same was delivered in, and read, as {oll(JWs:] 

A RETURN of the Number of Prisoners committed to the House of Correction 
at Brixton Hill, from the year 1820 to the year 1825, both years inclusive; 
distinguishing those of the age of twenty-one and under: - Also, the like 
Number, from 1st of January to 31st of March 1826, both days inclusive. 

DATE. 

1820 - -

1821 

1822 

1823 
1824 
18~5 

1826 - -

Above 

!11 Years. 

;jO, 

111 

'21 Years, 

and under. 

536 

54 1 

161 

TOTAL. 

1 2 3 

573 

1,225 

1,228 

1,038 

1,048 

27'l. 

--2'~-2 -----2,;:-5 --I--:S-::-
(Signed) J. Gret:1l, Keeper. 

I have also a Return of the numbers of prisoners committed to tile House of Cor
rection, Cold Bath Fields, Middlesex, during the last twenty years; which will 
show the dreadful increase there has been of crime since the war. 

[The same was delivered in, and read, as {ollo'tf.'s:] 

A RETu ltN of the Number of Prisoners committed to the House of Correction, 
Cold Bath Fields, Middlesex, from 1 806 to 1826. 

DATE. 
Above Under 

DATE. 
Above Under 

~1. 21. ~l. 2\. 

----i ----------
1806 1,600 389 1816 2,875 898 
1807 1,462 40 5 181 7 3,667 934 
1808 1,27 1 368 1818 3,962 1,063 
1809 1,131 31G 181 9 3,715 1,161 
1810 - - 1,138 352 1820 ;$,322 1,129 
1811 1,348 578 1821 3,379 1,161 
1812 1,461 413 1822 4,398 1,718 
181 3 - - 1,671 459 1823 4,499 1,953 
18J4- - - 1,691 510 1824- 3,658 1,599 
1815 2,106 626 1825 4,212 1,875 

13 April 1826. (Signed) W. Hassall, 
Clerk of the House of Correction 

It ~ould. appe~r tha~ during the war, there being more employment for children, the 
raUo ?f Juvemle delInquency was much less; but after that, and from the number 
.of chll~ren who had no means of. getting employment, the number of crimes were 
~re~t1y lllcreased. 

778. Ho~ 
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. 778. How were the children more employed in tbe war time ?-They were taken 
on board ships, men of war; more sailors were employed, and young people were 
in great request; they are now in very little request indeed; there certainly is a 
very great stagnation for the employment of children in London, the parish work
houses are filled with those children. Another reason I would assign for the increa!'!e 
of juvenile offences is, the crowded state of the London workhouses, from whence 
those .children are glad to escape; which crowded state arises principally from the 
last Apprentice Act of the 56 of G.eo. 3, chap. 139, which prevents the London 
parishes from sendin~ apprentices more than forty miles from town. The country 
parishes having a sufficient quantity of children of their own, obtained an Act of 
J:'ariiament to prevent the London parishes from sending them down in such quan
,tities; the consequence is, that the London parishes are exceedingly full, and cannot 
·get situations for their children. 
'779. Does it permit them to send them within forty miles of London?-Yes, 
,with the consent of two Justices in the county or jurisdiction into which they are coming, 
as well as of two J u~tices from the county or jurisdiction from which they are sent, 
which consent it is very difficult to obtain. I will read to the Committee an extract 
from a communication I had from the Directors of the parish of .Mary-Ie-bone, on the 
7th of this montb: " The Directors and Guardians of the Poor highly approve of 
the plan of sending children to Canada. There are now in the workhouse 56 hoys 
and 25 girls, from the age of 12 to 20, and a great number under that age, whom 
they will be just as much at a loss to provide for as they are for the others; and this 
.arises from the effect of the Apprentice Act of the 56 Geo. 3. c. 139." In addi
~ion to that I may state, tbat the parish of Suint Giles has 50 boys and '1.7 girls be
:tween 12 and 20, and Saint Luke's has 26 hoys and 20 girls between the same ages. 

780. Have you any reason to suppose that if that clause in the Apprentice Act 
.were repealed, there would be a real demand for those children in the country ?
J suppose not, because when that Apprentice Act was passed, the necessity of it 
.was (,roved before a Comlllittee of the House of Commons. 
. 781. And you have no reason to think that a change of circumstances has taken 
place ?-No, I think the population has gone on increasing in the country as it has 
in London. 

782. Can you state what is the annual expense to the workhouses, of those 
children ?-I should take it, c10tbing and all, at least five shillings per week for 
each child. Many of the parishes maintain them for four shillillgs, and four and 
sixpence per head, but there is the clothing besides; the average would be at least 
five shillings per head per week. With the permission of the Committee I will read 
a communication I have received from a gentleman in very extensive practice, 1\Ir. 
Wilks, the v~stry clerk of Saiut Luke'iS, he saY-3, that" Among the pauper poor it 
is probaGle a considerable number would glacily avail themselves of such a means," 
(that is of being sent to Canada under the protection of government) ., to provide 
Jor their children, and relieve themselves from a burthen which the increasing popu
·Jation of London, amI the decl"(~asing call for labour, render it difficult for them to 
.sllstain." He says, " It is very difficolt at all times to procure good masters for 
apprentices; at the present time the difficulty is very great, and tile difficulties are 
,much increased by the late Apprentice Act, which is not ollly very injuriously re
strictive on London parisheiS, for the proteclion of country districts, but repulsive 
,to. good masters, who will not endure the inquiries and the trouble which its regu
lations impose. . 

783. Do you suppose that the parishes of LonJon would be very wi~ling to 
,advance something to facilitate the emigration of tho~e children ?-I think they 
,would; they are now in the habit of paying five pounds for apprentice fees, and they 
:find great difficulty in obtaining a sufficient number of masters for them. 

784.' From what age ~-From ) 2 to 20. ' 

(, '785· What length of time, upon an average, do you consider that those ~hildren 
·remain in the workhouse r - Distress drives them at all I ages into the workhouse, 
'.and they continue there. till they are provided for; the pal'eots are relieved, by the 
children being received into the house. 

786. Is that the natural grO\,\·th of the population of London, or [rom influx into 
. L?n~on ~- I have no means of distinguishing; I should not suppose that of young 
,Cl'lIll1nals there is a great influx into London, quit~ the contrary. . 

7'8.7· .Have any of t.he oflices or vestries any knowledge of the number of s.tran~ers 
that arrIve ? -There 18 a rough calculation made, of 20,000 persons commg Into 
London. rind gojng.out every da~, but that does not include youllgpeople. I merely 
, 40 4. . ~' " wish 

.R. J. Chambers, 
.BsV· . 

14 April, 
.111'26. 
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.ft. J. Cllambm, wish- to draw the attention of the Committee to this point, that if there was an erni-
E"!. gratioR from this country, the children might be apprenticed for five or seven ye~s 
~ to persons in Canada, wh? w~uld be ~lad to re~elVe them. It w0n!d be a material 

14 April, relief to this country, and 10 tIme pay Itself admIrably, and the parIShes would con-
lid. tribute something towards it. 

iSS. Are VOll at all prepared to state what sum, upon an average for each child. 
the different· parishes would think themselves justified in advancing upon such 
6 scheme ?-At present I could not say more than that they would advance the 
sum they usually pay as an apprentice fee, namely, five pounds; which I believe 
would convey them there. 

789. Do you think such a system of emigration would ten.d to create any pr~s~re 
of peopleil1to the w?rkhouse who ought not "to com~ there, tor the sak~ of receIvIng 
this advantage of bemg sen~ out to. Can~da !'-I thmk the natural feehng among the 
poor people, not to part WIth then children, would prevent that, I s.hould rat~er 
say, that the natural affection of the parents would make them afraid of se~mg 
them in, for fear they should be .sent abroad .. But as a good parent w.ould w!sh to 
provide for his children, I conceIVe the guardians of the poor have a right to Judge 
of the most judicious mode of employing and settling those children who may be 
thrown upon the funds of the parish. 

790 . Do you think that there would be no hardship if the parish officers had 
a discretionary power of sending to Canada any child dependent upon the funds of 
the parish ?-l think if the child and the parents were made aware that the child 
would receive a portion of land at the end of five or seven years, when his ap
prenticeship was out, it would be so great an inducement to the children, that they 
would willingly go out. I believe the expenses of taking them there would not 
come to more than the parishes are willing to advance; many of those children 
are orphan children; and many of them are bastards, that are sent into the house, 
without any person to look after them. The proper persons to judge of what is 
for the benefit of those children are the guardians and overseers of the poor, and 
therefore I should not think that Parliament would hesitate to give them the power, 
on obtaining the consent of two justices, of sending children to Canada to be ap
prenticed, where they would be comfortably provided for. 

791. Do you think that impediments would arise on the part of the parents?
I think that is more likely than the other proposition, that they would send them in 
to have them removed abroad. I am sure that infant crime would be materially 
diminished in this country if there were fewer children out of employment. 

792. You have been speaking of the children in the workhouses, but you have 
also adverted to other children who are to be found in the metropolis, for whose 
subsistence no visible means exist; although it might be practicable to dispose of 
the children in the workhouse, what course, in your opinion, could be taken for the 

-other children for whose subsistence no visible means exist, and yet whose presence 
in the metropolis in such numbers cannot fail to increase delinquencies ?-1 think 

'that if the parents saw that government were going to take the children under their 
protection, and. that. there was a prospect of their future welfare, they would be 
· glad to offer theIr chIldren for that purpose. 

793. Are you of opinion that, independently of the children in the workhouses 
'the parishes in London would contribute to remove that other class of children?-': 
I think they would, in order to send out those children \Vho are likely to become 
chargeable to them hereafter, and to relieve the demands of their parents upon the 

. parish. 
794. Hav~ you any opinion as to the number of children in the metropolis who, 

provided thel~ parents c~nsented. and there. were no other impediments in the way,_ 
would be subjects for bemg sent to Canada 10 the manner proposed?-Ihave written 

· to fif~een of the larg~st parishes. in London, but I have only got two answers • 
. 795· ~f all the- chIldren now 10 the workhouses were removed, are you- of opinion 

· th~t thel~ place wO\~ld not be. quickly s~pplied, so long as the tendency of popu" 
1atl~n to Increase ex~sts ?-I thmk that thiS measure would be necessary from time I 

to tIme; ~s_ popu~atlO? lDcr~ases, emigration ought to keep pace with it. 
796. 1 ben emIgration Will be onlv an occasional corrective of the evil without 

· operating as a perfect cur~ of j~ ?-"~ think it is a measure absolutely nece~sary for 
the welfare of the state: If e~lgrauon were encouraged instead of being checked, 
~carcely any woul? ab~ndon their country but those who cannot find maintenance in 
1t; as so~n aseougratlon beca~e s? great as to leave the means of subsistence easy 
and plenuful to those that remain, It would naturally ceue, and the facility of re,ar-

JOg 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM; a1 

:ing children and maintaining them would soon again fill the vacancy: the only good R. J. Claambm, 
law against emigration is that which nature has engraven on every heart. Esq. 

~ 

Mr. Frederick Carlisle, can~d in; and Examined. 
14 April. 

Ihti. 

197. YOU are a resident at the Cape of Good Hope ?-Yes. Mr. 
7g8. How long have you been in that country?--Six years. 
799. Where have you chiefly resided ?-In the neighbourhood 

Town, the district of Albany. 

F. Carlille. 
of Graham's ~ 

800. You were deputed by certain persons at the Cape to ma.ke a proposition 
with respect to hiring labourers in this country ?--Yes . 

. ;801. Will you inform the Committee of the nature of that proposition ?-It is 
from a portion of the British settlers in the district of Albany, in the shape of 
a memorial to government, praying that government will assist them, by supply
ing the expense of transport of a number of labourers· from England, detailing 
aJso the terms held out by the settlers to the emigrants, after their arrival in 
the colony. 

802. Will you name those terms?-That the labourers shall receive wages, at 
the rate of twelve pounds a year, and their provisions. 

803. And clothing ?-No clothing. 
804. Do the persons who have made this application propose to pay any part of 

the passage of those labourers ?-No; from a consciousness that their means will 
not allow them to do that. 

805. Do you know how many settlers Mr. Ingram took out ?-I do not know 
exactly the number, but about three hundred altogether. 

806. Do you know the condition of those persons that Mr. Ingram took out ?
No. 

697. Have not you been amongst them ?-No ; they were detained in the neigh-
bOUl'hood of Cape Town, and not sent up to the British settlement at all. 

808. Are they settled on lands ?-I believe not generally. 
809. Did not you embark at Cape Town ?-Yes. 
810. Had not you an opportunity of knowing the state of those people?

Merely by hearsay; I believe they are generally dispersed about Cape Town, as 
labourers and mechanics. 

811. Are they in employment?-I believe they are, most of them. 
812. In beneficial employment ?-I believe they are receiving high wages 

generally. 
813. What is the general average of wages at the Cape, for artisans and for la

bourers ;l-For artisans ten shillings to twelve shillings per day, and labourers four 
shillings to five shillings a day. 
.. 814. Out of those four or five shillings a day, what is sufficient to support a man 
in health with sufficient food ?-I should think about eighteen-pence or two shillings 
a day. 
. 815. Do you speak of food only, or of food and clothing ?-Clothing is com

paratively more expensive than food; the three shillings would include the whole. 
816. In point of fact there would be a shilling over ?-At least that. 

" 817. You think an industrious man, after providing for himself, would clear 
a shilling upon every oay's labour ?-I have not the least doubt of it. 

818. Is artisan labour quite free at the Cape ?·-Quite free. 
819. There is nothing to prevent any person, who goes out to the Cape, engag

ing in any labour he pleases ?-No. 
~. ·SiG. What is the ordinary food of a labouring man?-The food is so various 
tha.t I can scarcely say; but generally flesh-meat of all kinds, and of the best qua
lity, and good bread and good vegetables in abundance. 

82I.What do you imagine would be the expense, averagely, for men, women 
and children, of taking them from Ireland to the Cape of Goo'd Hope ?-I should 
think abol1t 15t. 

822. Do you mean to state, that there would be a sufficient demand for any 
re~sonable number of labourers that might be sent out to the Cape ?-I should 
thmk so. 

823. ~Can y?tI state w.hat. num~er of labourers you imagine. could be received 
~t th~ ~ape, WIthout prejudice ?-fhe number already subscnbed for by the par
!te8 51~nmg the document I have laid before the Colonial Office. are 780 inciividuals, 
wcllJdlllg men, women and children. . 

404· N 2 824·. Can 
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824. Can you infor~ the CO"!f!1ittee what proportion. t~e parties, ~ho ha:~e de • 
legated you to make thIs proPOl'ntlon,. bear to the remammg populatI~n of slmilar 
capitalists at the Cape ?-They certamly bear but a very small proportIOn. 

825. Are the remainder in the proportion of ten to one ?-I should think lIO, 
speaking of our population certainly; but whether among the Dutch population 
an equal proportion would be found equally r~ady to employ servants I cannot say. 

826. What is the general state of health m the colony ?-Generally good; the 
climate is generally considered to be very healthy. .! 

827. Are there any particular times of the year when it is unhealthy?-I never 
heard that it was. 

828, Do the Dutch farmers take any English or Irish workmen ?-Very few; 
they have generally got slaves and Hottentots, and they do not give such high wages 
as the English. .' . \ 

829. Do you imagine that the want of labourers, and artisans, and servants, is so 
felt at the Cape, that the inhabitants would be prepared to pay back in instalments 
the expense of the transport of emigrants of that class?-No, I do not think that 
could be effected as far as regards the settlers, in Albany, unless the labourers 
themselve3 could be engaged on such terms as to make the return payable out of the 
wages. . 

830. Then 1t would be tne labourers themselves that would pay it back instead of 
the capitalists?-Yes. The wages that the settlers offer to persons going out do 
not approach nearly to the wages already given. 

831. Supposing 500 labourers placed at the Cape, by any means, do you con
ceive"they would get pretty much the rate of wages you have mentioned ?-F~ve 
hundred labourers being placed there would have the immediate effect of lowermg 
the wages. 

832. Do you think it would lower them in any considerable degree?-It would 
perhaps, for the moment, lower the wages in a considerable degree; but I think the 
number of 500 would not make any continued impression. 

833. How far do you think it might go without making a material reduction of 
the wages of labour?-I should think, if there were to the amount of from three to 
four hundred sent out every year for a considerable time, there would be ample 
employment for them. " 

834. Would it have the effect of lowering the rate of wages ?-Eventually it 
would. . 

835. Are not the labourers who go over there remarkably healthy?-Very 
healthy. 

836. You are of opinion that four or five hundred labourers introduced every 
year would be absorbed without any material diminution of the average wages of 
labour ?-Yes, the diminution would be graclual. 

837. Could those labourers be absorbed unless there was a demand for their ser
vices ?-They could not, of "course. 

838. As there is such an evident demand for tile services of these labourers, why 
do you suppose that the parties would not contribute, in some degree, to the 
expense of their being brought over ?-Because they cannot command immediatdy 
the means requisite. . 

839· Supposing those labourers were apprenticed to them, at a moderate rate, for 
a c~rtain period of years, do you think in that case they would object to pay back,. 
by IDstal~ents, the expense that might have been incurred in the emigration of 
those partIes ?-It would depend on the length of time given for the repayment to 
be made. 

~40. ~upposing the cmigral~ts were apprenticed for a period of seven years, on 
theIr urrIval at.threeJourths ot the average rate of wages at the Cape, in that case 
~\'o~ld .the 'parties object to pay the remaining fourth in the shape of an instalment, 
In liqUIdatIOn of the sum advanced for the transport of those emigrants?-Most 
probably not; but at the same time I do not think the settlers would acrree to take 
them as apprentices for seven years. They do not wish to have them ,f;r more than 
three years, and the instalments to be paid in three years would be larger than they 
could generally pay to government. , 

841. You calc~late that ~he ordi.nary ra~e of ~vages is about four shillings a day, 
~nd th.at a lab~unng man mIght easily subSist, WIth comfort to himself, upon three, 
mcludmg ~loth"mg; therefore, supposing the labourer was bound for three years at 
three sh.llhngs a da~, the mas~er would save during those three years a shilling a 
day, whIch IS the dIfference between. the rate of wages proposed and the rate of 

wages 
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",'ages in existence in the colony ?-Y es; but' the settlers will not agree to pay 
the labourers sent out the wages that are at ,present given in the colony. . 

842. Will they agree to pay them three-fourths of the present wages ?-Certamly 
they would not. 

843. You have stated, that if labourers were landed free of expense, there is no 
,doubt they would be absorbed by the demand for labour in the colony ?-Yes. 

844. How is it possible to reconcile those two opinions, the one, that if labourers 
were landed at the Cape, such is the demand for labour, that there is no douht that 
persons would take them into their service at the ordinary rate of wages in the settle
ment; and the other, that those parties could not be induced to take them as appren
tices' at three-fourths of the ordinary rate of wages, paying the other fourth in the 
shape of an instalment to repay the expenses incurred in their emigration ?-If they 
\\I'ere' sent out without any engagement at all, and allowed to find employment for 
themselves in the colony, the individuals who have now subscribed to employ four 
~r five .labourers would in that case only employ two. 

845. You' admit that there is a demand for labour from other parties in the 
colony, that would probabl)' take off tilat proportion of labour?-The demand for 
free labour exists principally at the two extremes of the colony, which are nearly 
600 miles apart, and in the intermediate space there is little or no demand for 
European labour. 

846. Is the Dutch settlement in the intermediate space ?-It is. 
847. Is the demand for labour throughout the year, or at particular seasons 

only?-lt is greater at particular times of the year than ttt others, but it is nlways 
great. 

848. Do you mean to say that a free labourer can make on an average four 
shillings a day throughout the year ?-l n most instances. 

849. Then, if a labourer lived upon three shillings a day, which you say he might 
easily do, he would be able, supposing he were willing, to repay in a twelvemonth, 
with what he wouln so save out of his wages, the 151. advanced by government for 
the"expense of his passage ?-He would. 

850. Supposing him to be indentured to a lIIaster, would not the master have the 
same means of repaying it, and have the additional profit of the man's labour at a 
low rate of wages for the remaining time of his indenture ?-There i~ no doubt that 
a ~ertain portion of labour would bc contracted for by the employers at that rate, 
but the proportion so contracted for would be far beneath the number agreed to be 
taken. 

851. J,; the rate of \\ a;2:es you have mentioned that which would be earned by a 
young able-bodied man ~-The wages of an able-bodied labourer. 

852. Is the calculation you have madp of the expense of subsistence per day, 
formed upon the supposition of a single man, without reference to what it would cost 
to maintain a wife and children ?-It is. 

853. Do you mean, theil, tbat the demand for labour at the Cape would be en
tirely confined to single able-uodicd men, and that it would not answer to send out 
.with them either females or children ?-The females and cbildren are, according to 
the proposition submitted to government, to be indentured and paid separately. 

o 854. Is there at the Cape a d~mand for female labour?-There is, but not so 
great as for male labour; perhaps in the proportion of one to three . 

.. 8,SS. What do you conceive to be the average wages of a woman-servant, and 
w!lat the number that might be taken up annually ill the part of the colony to which 
you particularly speak ?-I should think the number of women that might be taken 
up annually would be from sixty to eighty. 

856. At what amount of wages ?-The wages they are generally receiving are 
-about 15 s. per month, including provisions. 

857· Was it proposed to employ the persons who should be sent out, in agricul
tural labour exclusively?-The labourers principally in agricultural labour, and the 

'mechanics in their different trades. 
. ~58 .. You state that the parties who have made this proposition do not wish to 
h~ve. those labourers bOllnd to them, although the rate of wages they propose to 
gIVe is not more' than one-fifth of the present market pl;ice of labour; do you mean 
to say that it is the same to a person employinO' a labourer, whether he pays him the 
full market price of labour, or whether he pay~ only one-fifth of that market price? 
-The number that is stated in the document, as required, would not be employed 
were they sent out under such terms; n'o individual who has subscribed his name to 
employ tell labourers would in that case employ Illorcthan three. 
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'Mr. 859. Are the Committee to understdanldbthat the ~ohlony is cap.ab1lle offfecabsorbing 
. F. Carli",. allnually from three to four hundre a ourers, WIt out matel1a y a ting the 

'-_ ..... ~ ___ .) . ordinary rate of wages?-Yes, the diminution in the rate of wages would be gra-
I", April, dual. 

18'l6. 860. Supposing four hundred persons were s~nt to Alban~, do you think it 
would be in the power of the settlers so to combine as not to give them any work, 

. excepting they received the ~ages menti0!led b~ you as the wages they are willing to 
give ?-I cannot say whether It would be In theIr power to do so, but I can say that 
nothing of that kind would ever be attempted. 

861. Is it economy that prevents the Dutch farmer from employing English 
labour?- He has slave labour generally; and the labour of Hottentots at a so much 
lower rate, that it would be unprofitable for him to employ English labour. 

862. Do not the Dutch settlements reach/beyond Albany ?-No; Albany is the 
elCtremc. 

863. What wages do the persons who have signed this memorial give, in point of 
fact?-Many of them give the price I have mentioned; but many of them do not 
employ labourers at all, because they cannot give the price. 

864. What plan do they adopt ?--They work themselves, without employing any 
labourers. 

865. When labourers arrive, how are they placed; are they lodged in the houses 
of the persons that employ them -- If labourers are sent to the persons that have 
fiubscribed that document, they will be lodged in the houses of the subscribers. 

866. At present how are the free labourers treated in that respect ?-They gene
rally lodge at the houses of their employers, but they take care that they are well 
treated; in fact, they can command whatever treatment they please, in many 
places. 

867. Are they fed by their employers?-In Illost ill5tances tlJey are. 
868. Are the lands adjoining Albany appropriated ?-There is very little waste 

land in Albany. 
869. \Vhat is the extent of population settled there ?-I am not aware. The 

Albany district is extensive and takes in some part of the original Dutch population 
of the country, which I know nothing about. 

870. What is the extent of the British population ?-I should not think it exceeds 
between three or four thousand. 

871. Do you mean, that adjoining to the settlement of those three or four 
thousand individuals, there is little or no waste land?-Within the district they 
occupy. 

872. What is the adjoining district, on the side of Cape Town ?-The district of 
lJitenhage. 

873. In whose hands is that district ?-Principallv in the hands of the or;ainat 
Dutch colonists. • 0 

874· Where is the high rate of wages you have spoken of given ?-In the dis
trict of Alban\,. 

::>7.S· By wilat class of persons :-By some of the settlers, and by government, 
and by a variety of persons. 

876. Are those settlers proceeding prosperously in their affairs ~-Some of them 
are, but not many. 

877· And they ~a~ afford. to ~i ve that high rate. of wages.?-'!hey do give it; 
but many of ~he ongmal capItalIsts, who went out WIth the emigratIon in 1 ~ 19, have 
been emploYIn~ servants at a loss for .th~ las~ three or four years; and by the 
a~ount of capital they have ex~ended It IS ~vIdent they have done so, for in no 
otoer way could they have got rId of the capital they took out. 

878. Are n?t those pe.ople who pay those wages reimbursed for the wages they 
pay, by the prices at which they sell ?-Very few of them. 

879· Are, the.re different prices. of labour in different parts of the settlement?
Yes; the English se~tlers are chIefly in one part of the colony, in the district of 
Albany, and ~l1y vU,netyof wages there would arise chiefly from the capability of 
the labourer 11ImseIt. 

880 .. De many of those labourers who ask those high wages, when the price of 
labour talis, become small landholders ?-Yes. 

861. They take ground under others?-Y es; land is very easily procured, and 
upon very reasonable terms. 
\ 882. Do they go on prosp~rously when they obtain small tracts of land?-Yes; 
~hey generally on such occaSlOIlS work themselves and their families, they do not 

. employ 
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eU)~loy labourers, and consequently they are enabled to work their lands with 
profit. 

883. Do they then get on to a situation in which they may employ labour?-Yes. 
884. Do you not suppose, in that state of things, that as fast as there are sup

plies of labour, a great portion of the labourers will fix th~mselves on small tracts 
of land, and work for their own benefit instead of working for: hire ?-Eventllally 
tlu;ly will. 

885. For a long period of time do not lOU think that would be the state of things? 
-Yes. 

886. Do not you consider that the rate of wages is so high as to enable a la
bourer, with economy, to acquire a capital in a comparatively shart space of time? 
-Yes, a capital sufficient to enable him to procure by some means a tract of 
land which will support him without work, except for himself. 

887. Is not the cousequence of his being subtracted from the body of labourers, 
to raise the price of labour in the colony ?-Yes. 

888. Do you know any instances of persons who began as labourers in the first 
instance, and who, having acquired land, became employers in their turnr--I know 
one jnstance, of a person who is in possession of a farm in the neighbourhood of 
Graham's Town, who went out about eight years ago in the capacity of a labourer, 
and he is now in the possession of a farm, for which he either has paid or is to pay 
about the sum of a thousand pounds. 

889. How many labourers does he employ nowr-l cannot say the number 
,e~actly; I should think five or six. 

890. Are there many such instances, on a lesser scale ?-There are several in
stances; but no other so striking as that. 

891. In what number of years should you think a man that went out as a labourer 
could become a proprietor himself?-I could not give any general opinion upon 
that; it would depend upon many particular circumstances. 

892. In a general way, supposing he had good health, in about how many years? 
--I could not take upon myself to say. 

893. You went out in 1820 ?-Yes. 
894. Do you recollect the number of the emigration of that year ?-The whole 

number was stated to he nearly 5,000. 

895. Do you know what was the general proportion between labourers and 
~eads of pa~ties?-It is almost impossible to sa~, as there was such a gr~at disparity 
m the parties themselves; they were not all ot them composed of capitalists and 
labourers; many of the parties were composed of a number of small capitalists under 

,a flQminal head. 
896. Of the poorer part of that emigration, how many do you suppose are at 

this moment employed as actnallabourers at the Cape ?-J cannot give an opinion 
upon that; a very small proportion. 
,897. How many of tbem are small capitalists, working for themselves, but em

ploying labourers?-There are a considc:rable number of that description. 
898. Have you any difficulty in disposing of your surplus agricultural produce at 

qwney prices ?-At particulat: times of the year we have not. 
899. Is more raised in the settlement than can be disposed of?-No. 
goo. Do not you import corn from New South 'Vales?-There has been some 

imported, but not very lately. 
go I. What are the chief articles of interchange between England and the Cape ?

The articles chiefly sent home from the Albany district, are hides, ivory and tallow . 
. 902. ,What are the articles sent from the Cape generally ?-Wine is the principal 

thing sent from the Cape; next to that hides and ivory, and a very small proportion of 
wool'; ~bey are beginning to improve the breed of sheep, but it proceeds very slowly. 

Martis, 18° die AP1'ilis, 1826. 

Mr. Edward Eager, called in; and Examined. 

90 3. YOU are the Author of a pamphlet, intituled, Letters to the Right Honour
able Robert Peel, on the advantages of New South Wales and Van Viemen's Land, 
as penal settlements, and as colonies for the reception of poor emigrants ?-I am. 

9~4· In.the postscript of that pamphlet, at page 148, you give an ~stimate which 
you Imply IS taken fwm the Report of the Committee of the House of Commons, on 
, 404. N 4 the 
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'the employment of the poor in Ireland .in 1823; the Comn~ittee wish t~ turn 'your 
attention to page 145; you state, that It appears by the estimate submItted·to the 
Committee, t~lat a certain expense is incurred in conveying emigrants to Canada, 
'and then YOll say, " In this estimate, clothing, bedding and ship furniture for the 
passage out, clothing duri?g tbe first y~ar at. the settlement, furnit~re and agri~ut. 
'tural implements, are not Il1cluded; neither IS the 'expense bf erectmg a dwelhog
house, clearillg any part of the land, or erecting a barn, at all taken into the account', 
all which are absolutely necessary for pauper emigrants, and allowed for in my plan;" 
are you not aware that that is an incorrect statement, and that in the evidence given 
before the Committee, all those points are taken into the estimate ?-I am not. 
. g05. There appears in the Report of that Committee the following passage', 
" From these various data it may be safely concluded, that the charges specified 
in the first estimate for transporting the settler and his family from the port in 
,England to his lands in Upper Canada, for the purchase of a cow, farming utensils, 
and pro\·isiolls for a year, would be covered by an advance of thirty pounds for each 
man, twenty-five pounds for each woman, and fourteen pounds for each child; 

, but besides these enumerated charges there are other inevitable expenses, taking it 
for granted that the persons to be removed will be literally paupers, having no means 
of their own, and that the emigration is to proceed on a very large scale; in the first 
placp. they ought to have something beyond their ordinary clothing, to meet the 
tirst winter, this they could not procure for themselves, but it could be purchased 
in this coulltry for a very small sum; then they must have some bedding, of however 
coarse a kind, for their \'oyage; temporary buildings must also be erected iil central 
situations in the new settlements, for the reception of the emigrants on their 'arrival, 
and to shelter their families and their baggage until they have erected habitations on 
their respective lots;" a calculation is then made for medical assistance, and then 
it is added, " It is believed, that with strict economy in the management, these 
additional expenses would be covered in a manner that would ensure the comfort of 
the settler by an addition of 51. to the sum to be advanced for each man; leaving, 
the charge tor women and children as before, the estimate would then !:;tand tlun; : 
For every man, 35 I.; every woman, 251.; every child under fourteen years of aae, 

'14/. ;'" how do you reconcile this report of the Committee to your statement, which 
is, that these items are all omitted in the estimate?-I did not conceive that they 
were included in the estimate; the little addition of 51. must be that which has 
misled me, because I looked at the particular items; there is a particular account 
made out; I have not seen the report for a length of time, but as well as I recollect 
the expense of every particular article is specified, and those little items are not men
tioned in that specification, If there be a mistake, that is the ori<rin of it; I did 
not see any estimate for bedding, clothing, or ship furniture. 0 , 

g06. You state in your pamphlet, that according to Colonel Talbot's estimate, 
the expense of conveying and settling a man and his wife and three children on a 
farm, in CanaJa, is 102t.; then you say, " Provision~ for the second year same 
as first in the same estimate, 32t. 10 S. ;" do you mean that it is stated in the esti. 
lllate th~t provisions wil.' .be necessary the'second year ?-:-I do not say it is so 
stated; It IS my own Op1l110n that there would be a necessIty for provisions for the 
!:>ec:ond year. ' 

g07: Then a!!ain yo~ say, "be?ding, clothi.ng, &~. for th~ passage, same as 
myest.lmates, g/. 188.; such beddmg and clothmg haVllla been mcluded in the esti-
mate of 102/.?-There I made a mistake. >::> 

g08. Then you state, "Household furniture and agricultural implements same 
as my ~stimates, 81. 1.5 s. ;" whereas all those were included in the estimate of 1 02/.? 
-I thmk .5t. could not ('over all the expense . 

. 90 9· Then ,.'ou say, ." Clothin.g two. years saine as my estimate, 17/.;" that 
bell1~ equally IUcluded In the estimate ~-As I recollect, there is no provision for 
clotblllg. 

9 10. The erection of a log-house you estimate 'at J 8 I. ?-Yes; with reaard to 
Canada, I ha~'e stated from whence I too~ what I conceived to be correct infor
m'ation, in. pa,~e ,146, I have mentioned there the books from wbich I took it; [ 
never ~as In Canada, and consequently I could have no personal experience upon 
the suoJect. 

gl I., If you ha~ ~ea~ the Report. of that Committee ~'ith attention. must you 
not. ha\e found that It. \\as an utterly tn~orrec_t statement, Inasmuch as the estimate 

,WhiCh was ~n ade p~o\,lded for all t,hose ~tems r :-The impression on my mind is still 
that Ihe estimate laid bef(Jre that Committee did not include those t~ings; I ha¥e 

no 
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no recollection of it except in the general way that I state, of 5 t. being allowed 
f.or a great variety of things, i:$upposing the party to be a pauper. 
• 912. Were you not aware that Colonel Talbot, in his detail which appears in 
that Report, called" Remarks on the Province of Upper Canada, by the Founder 
of the Talbot Settlement," described in the minutest way the process of erecting a 
log hut?-N 0, I do l~ot recollect seeing it; but this little work had reference to 
emigration upon a large scale, and I did not conceive that if any considerable num
ber went to Canada, those houses could be built in that way. 

{:)13. What would be the averarre expense of the passage of pauper emigrants to 
New South Wales, taking the av~rage of the last three years ?-Wh~t is called a 
steerage passage to New South Wales, is 351. for adults, and half price generally 
for children; if the children are very young. they are taken at one-third; that is 
the price paid. I made an estimate of what it would actually cost, supposing a 
different plan were adopted in taking out emigrants to New South Wales; many 
emigrants of that description are not carried out to New South Wales.-

g14. Does that include provisions ?-It does; they cannot take passengers without 
supplying them with provisions, by law. 
- 915. What would it cost upon your proposed plan ?-I have made out an estimate 
upon the principle that governmellt would take up a vessel, and buy all the supplies 
necessary at the lowest prices; and I conceive it would cost to take ont a family~ 
consisting of a man, his wife and three children, 861. lOS.; which would include the 
expense of their freight, provisions, hospital stores, bedding, furniture, all kinds 
of necessaries, clothing for the men. women and children, supposing them to be 
actually destitute paupers . 
. 916. Whatis the average time employed in the passage out ?~They are on board 

five months, the voyage is made generally in from sixteen to eighteen weeks. 
917. What provisions would you propose to provide ?-I have :;tated the ration for 

a family per week, it would be sixteen pounds of beef and pork, twenty~one pounds 
of bread, five pounds of flour, three pounds and a half of rice, three quarts of pease, 
four quarts of oatmeal, five pounds of sugar, a quarter (If a pound of tea, one pound 
of snet, one pound of raisins, two ounces of ll,llstard, one ounce of pepper, one pint 
of vinegar, one pint of lime juice, and one quart of rum. 

918. Are you prepared, upon reconsideration, to alter any thing you have stated 
in this pamphlet?-I have hardly looked into it since it \Vus printed, and it is pos
sible there may be some minute alterations. I think there may be additions to the 
prices in some articles, and deductions in others. I do not think there would be any 
considerable alteration upon the whole. 

gIg- The total of your calculation of the expense for each family consisting of 
five ind~viduals, for the first year, amounts to OIl.; do you imagine that is somewhere 
about the expense that would be necessary ~-Those are the expenses in the colony 
in the first year, including clothing and every thing. I suppose the pauper to be 
t1 complete pauper, and that it is necessary to provide him with every single neces
sary, both in the passage out and in the colony. 

920. You conceive that the whole expense of the transport of a family of five 
persons, and their settlement during the first year, "ill amount to about 150 I. ?
Yes. 
, 921. At what distance is th(~ greatest part of the land from the sea shore ?-For 

a long period to come, land may be found upon the banks of navigable rjvers com
municating with the sea. 

922. Do you mean rivers navigable by boats ?-Yes. 
923. -Is - there much navigation on those rivers?-There are rivers that are 

navigable for some distance, for instance, Hunter's river, Paterson's river, and 
Hastings river. , ' 

924. You calculate that a family consisting of a man, a woman, and three chil
dren, can he conveyed from England to New South Wales, and located there, under 
circumstances in which they can go Oll independently, for the expense of 150 t. ?-
I do. _ _ 

925. You propose, that prior to the reception of those persons in New South 
Wales, convicts should be employed to prepare houses, and to inclose their locations 
for them ?-I do. 

926~ In what manner do you propose that rrovernment should be reimbursed for 
the wages those convicts would receive ?--I suppose that the government is obliged 

,to maintain and subsist the convicts, .whether they are employed in labour, or wheth~r 
they have not labour to employ them Qll. I suppose, that in New South~W~le~; at" 
. 404. 0 the 
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the time that pamphlet was written, and I ~hink it is to a considerable degree the 
case still there were a great number of convIcts for whom there was not sufficient 
good employment; and that the employment of those convicts in the clearing Qfla.~d, 
and the preparing of those farms, would be a much more advantageous. mode of 
employing them than the way in which they are at present employed, inas-much as 
the government is obliged to subsist them at all events; I th~nk it could not be con- . 
sidered reasonable to say, because we employ that labour whIch we now have unem-
ployed, we shall charge for that. . 

927. You state, that 10,000 convicts are unemployed by the settlers ?-At that 
time there were. 

928. Have you any reason to alter your statement upon that subject ?-There are 
not so many now, but nearly as many; I think from the number of convicts in the 
colony, and the labour there is for them, upwar~s of 5,000 of them could, without 
interfering with the present employment, be apphed to those purposes. 

929. What wages do those convicts receive ?-They are subsisted by the Crown; 
they are now doing nothing. This is what appears to me to be the peculiarly 
advantageous feature of New South Wales, tbat there is there a quantity of 
labour at present not profitably employed, which may be applied to the purpose of 
preparing farms for emigrants. 

930. What number do you think would be available for. that labour ?-At the 
time this pamphlet was written, I thought there would be nearly ten thousand; the 
estimate is made upon the supposition that there would be five thousand, and 
I have no doubt there would be five thousand. 

931. You propose that a loan should be raised, bearing four per cent interest, 
to be secured by stock created on the parish rates, and guaranteed by Parliament? 
-I do. 

932. But that would only apply to part of the expense incurred ?-Yes. 
933. How do you propose that the rest of the expense should be reimbursed? 

-By contribution from the emigrants, in the shape of rent. 
934. You propose that the settler should pay a rent for his farm of lOt. per 

annum, to commence the third year of his settlement?-Yes. 
935. What quantity of ground do you allot to each family?-Thirty acres; 

I propose that a farm of thirty acres shall be prepared for the settler in this way, 
that a house shall be erected upon it of certain dimensions, and that a certain 
quantity shall be cleared and fenced, fit for the settler to commence cultivating 
when he arrives; and I propose that no rent shall be charged till his land is in 
such a state of profitable cultivation as to enable him to pay the rent. 

936. Upon what do you form your opinion that he would be able, under these 
circumstances, to pay 10 t. on the third year of his location?-Upon a comparison 
of the produce of the land and the expense of cultivating it. 

937. What sort of house did you intend to be built?-What is called in the co-
lony a weather-boarded house, a house framed and made of sawn timber. . 

93S. What do you consider the expense of that ?-What I propose is, that the 
government should employ the convi~ts in the cle~ring of land and building those -
houses; and the only expense, exclUSIve of the mamtenance of those convicts wEmld 
be about 3t. additional expense which I think the employing the convicts'in this 
way would cost more than not employing them at all; therefore in the estimate 
I include 3t. as the additional expense to be charged to the emigration fund. ' 

939· Would there not be some expense for material ?-The principal material is 
timber, which is upon the spot, and the only additional material is that of nails 
and probably a few locks and binges. - ' 

940 . You include that in the 3t. ?-In the estimate I make of all that would 
be necessary, I calculate that 3t. per head would meet all that expense. . 

94]· In your gene~al estimate of. t~e means whi~h the settler will hav.e to pay 
the rent, do you not mclude the remISSIOn of all duties upon articles imported iQto 
N.ew South Wales, and the encour~gement of all articles grown in New' South 
Wale~ beyond th~ present rate ?f .Import duty?-I certainly had no reference in 
my mm~, at the tIme, to the r~mlsslOn of duties either upon the One hand, or to 
any partlc~lar ~ncouragement. gIven to the produce of the colony on the other . 
. 942 . What JS your cal~latlOn of the produce per acre of land in that country?-

1 gIve the produce of maIze at twenty-five bushels per acre, wheat at sixteen bushels 
per acre, barley and rye at twenty bushels per acre· and the first year upon vinrin 
hand, thirty Lushels of maize, twenty of wheat, and ;wenty-five of barley and rye·~ 

943. What 
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. 943.' What is the average price of maize and wheat?-It varies a good deal. I Mr. 
have calculated them at about is. fur wheat, 3s. 6d. for maize, and 3s. for barley. Edward Eogtr. 

944. Is wheat nearly 60S. a quarter?-It is more, by the last account; for three '-------~ 
years it has .never averaged so low. 18 : ':rll

, 
945. You state, that it is desirable that the price of raw produce should be ) 2 • 

high in New South Wales ?-To a certain extent. 
946. And that, in point of fact, it should be artificially raised ?-No. 
947. You say that it is a penurious resource of the government to purchase arti

des by contract from foreigners?-I put it in this way; I say that in New South 
Wales the convicts can only be employed by encouraging the settlers, and that in 
order to employ the convicts, the settlers must be encouraged; that they cannot raise 
produce under a certain price, and that if produce is imported at a less price, of 
course they cannot raise produce at all; and that government would lose in one 
way what they gain in another. For instance, if they gain twenty per cent in the 
purchase of the provisions for the commissariat stores, they thereby prevent the 
settlers from growing produce, and a greater number of convicts will come upon 
the government for subsistence, and they will lose more by the increase of persons 
to be subsisted, than they would gain hy the reduction in the price of provisions. 

948. You state certain definite prices; how do you imagine that it is possible to 
preserve a regular supply, so as to produce always a certain rate of price?-That 
I know is impossible; but I state what I conceive, upon the average, likely to be 
about the price. 

949. What fluctuations have you known to take place in the price of wheat? 
-Very great; I have known it ri~e from 3 s. 6 d. to 30 s. I have known it from 
38. 6d. to 25s. within six months in the same season. 
, 950. Are you not aware that that arises, perhaps, from injudicious management, 

and from other circumstances ?-It is a long period since it did so, certainly. 
951. You state that you are satisfied that Vrovisions cannot be imported into New 

South Wales at a price so low as that price which you mention as a price sufficient 
to remunerate the producer there ?-I am of that opinion. 

9.12. You state in page 69, "a system has been adopted of reducing the price 
of the colOriy produce required for the government magazine (grain and meat) as 
low as possible;" you say you "have resided for some years in New South 
Wales, and know that flour, grain, or provisions of any kind cannot be imported 
at a less price than the colonies can afford to sell them, yielding themselves a fair 
compensation;" you say, "The colonist can most assuredly supply His Majesty's 
magazines with beef at 3 d. and pork at 4d. per lb. and with wheat at 7 s. and 
maize at 38. 6d. per bushel," prices at which those articles cannot be, and never 
will be imported ?-I am of that opinion still. 

953. How is that equality of price to be preserved, which will allow you to build 
all your estimate upon the basis of those identical prices ?-I take it from the ave
rage of several years; I take it from the quantity of labour in the colony, and the 
expense of cultivating land; upon those various grounds I have formed the esti
mate of what will be a remunerating price to the grower of such produce. 

954. You say, "Convict labourers are employed in raising the colony produce; 
and by reducing the consumption of that produce you reduce of course, in Ihe 
same degree, employment for the convicts, and the convicts thus thrown out of 
employment will be returned by the settlers to the government, and the expense of 
their subsistence come on it ?"-That is so. 

955. Then you add, "The purchase of supplies in a foreign market so far re
duces the consumption of colony produce, and brings an increased expense upon the 
government;" how does it bring an increased expense upon the government?
Of course, in proportion to the supply from the foreign market, the dema~d at 
home will be diminished; if the commissary requires 100,00U bushels of wheat 
and he imports 20,000 bushels of wheat, of course the colony supply will only be 
8'0,000. .If the government do not purchase from the culony, but import from 
abroad, the consumption of the colony produce will be greatly diminished, the 
quantity to be grown will be less, the labour less, and the employment of course for 
the convicts less. 

956. Do you mean to state, that you consider the colonists to be able to furnish 
'government with • a steady supply of provisions, sufficient for their demand; and at 
a lower price than they can import from other parts ?-Yes. 
. 9.57: Whence do they import now?-They have occasionally impGrted from 
India, from Calcutta, and-from Batavia. 
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958. 'Where do.es the supply. ordinarily com.c from ?-I.mportatron has only been 
resorted to occasIOnally, and It has been at Urnes when It has not been required, 
that is when there has been a sufficient supply in the colony. 

9.59: Has the government gone to another market for the supply it wants, whm 
there has been a sufficient supply in the colony r-The governmem has gone to an
other market when there has been a sufficient supply in the colony, and they have 
procured their supply at a higher price than it could have been procured for in the 
colony. I now refer to particular facts, which I can name, if necessary. 

960. You state that the colonists can supply beef at 3d. per lb. pork at 4d. 
per lb. and _ wheat at is. per bushel, and maize at 3s. fide per bushel; can any 
foreign importer supply the colony upon those terms ?-I think not. 

961. At the different periods when you may have happened to know of importations 
taking place, what price have those articles sustained ?-At one time the price of 
animal food was considerably higher than those; they could not be imported unless 
at a very considerably higher expense; but the price of corn, upon more than orie 
occasion, was less than i~. a bushel. But this part of my pamphlet has no reference 
to emigration; it merely alludes to particular facts that then took place, and were 
subsequently known in England. 

962. To what causes do you consider the great fluctuations in the price of corn 
that you have mentioned, to be principally owi~g ?-The unsteadiness of the ~e
mand. The government in New South Wales IS the great purchaser 'of colomal 
produce for the subsistence of the convicts, and the price varies considerably; at 
times encouragement has been given to the coloni::;ts, and the settlers have been made 
to understand that tLey would get certain prices; at other times they have not got 
such encouragement, and therefore the price varies. 

963. If the government are the great purchasers for the convicts, as the convicts 
are, generally speaking, about the same number on an average, although the price 
may vary, must not the demand be the same?-The government has recourse to 
another market. 

964. Is there at present a sufficient supply in the colony itself for the purposes of 
1T0vernment ?-Certainly; at no period since I have known the colony, from 1811 
downwards, has there not been a sufficient supply in the colony. 

965. Are you not aware that it was once a question, whether it would be expe
dient to purchase the supplies required by contract?-I am. 

966. Is it the present practice to purchase them by contract ?-N 0, it is not now 
done by contract; it is understood that it must be below a certain price. I do not 
think a tender or a contract in that country is any thing like a tender or a contract 
in this country, because there is only one purchaser; and unless they sell to govern
ment, they will not sell at all. 

967 . You mean th~t the government fixes its own price;-It did formerly, and 
it does now to a certam extent. 

968. Must it not be the interest of the government there to purchase as cheap as 
it can ?-I think not. . 

969. Upon what grounds do you think not?-Upon this ground that if they 
purchase it cheaper than t.he colonists can aff<.>rd to s.ell to them, wh~t they gain in 
th.e cheapness of the supplIes they.buy, they 11'111 lose III t?e number of persons that 
wIll be thrown upon them. for subSIstence. That colony IS under particular circum
stances; the government I~ the only purchaser of the surplus produce of the colony 
the govern?Jent purchases It for the subsistence of its c~nvicts, a great number of 
those convlc~s are t~ken by settl~rs as labourers up?n theIr estates~ and the govern
ment ar~. rehev~d fl?m the subSIstence of t~e con~lcts so taken; If the government 
buy !hel1 supphes troll? abroad! the colOnists WIll not want the same number of 
con.vlct labourers !O cult~vate their estates that they would want if government bought 
theIr produce. Supposmg ~overnmel1t could buy all the supplies it wanted, 20 per 
cent cheaper than the colOnIsts could afford. to supply them at, still I think it would 
be a loss to government, because the colOnIsts would not be able to take off the 
hands ~f government and to subsist that .number of convicts that they would under 
o~her cIrcumstances; as far as ~y expeflence goes, from 1811 to 1821, whenever 
they have had recourse .to a foreign market, what they have purchased has cost the 
govemmen\ more than It would have cost them if they had bought in the colony 
market. . 

. " 970 . Do you mean to. say, th~t from 1811 to 1821 the colony was always able 
to supply the whole quantity reqUIred by government?-Without all doubt. 

971. Then 
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; '97 1 • Then how do you account for the great fluctuation you have mentioned in 
the prices of produce, from 3 s. 6 d. to 30S. ?-I will give an example of one year, 
I think it was 1814. The harvest commences there in December, and conclu,des in 
January; at that time there was a very abundant supply of grain of all descriptions; 
the; gentlemen who were then ill the commissariat ,department did not think it 
necessary to buy the supplies in time. I have known wheat at that time to be sold 
in the market at 5 s. per bushel currency, which is about 3s. sterling; it was in my 
opinion owing to the negligence of the commissariat in not supplying themselves; 
the wheat was of no value to the settlers, it was not attended to; and towards the 
latter end of the year a panic seized some gentlemen, they thought there was not 
a sufficient supply of wheat in the country to subsist the people, and the price then 
of course became high; it happened that there was a quantity of wheat which had 
been three years in the colony from India, and I have known that 15 s. have been 
given for wheat that has been three years in the colony from India; and I have 
known government to buy the good wheat of the colony at 15 s. u bushel, but with 
the promise that in the succeeding year they would favour those settlers who gave 
them wheat at that time, because wheat in the market was worth more than 15 s. 

972. Then the difterellce in the price was occasioned by the government with
drawing from the market at first, and coming in suddenly afterwards ~-YES, and 
from the settlers wasting their corn in consequence of the gorcrnment not buying it. 

973. You say that the colony grows sufficient to supply itself?-Yes. 
974. Supposing that tlJere is an increase of the colonists, how are they to dispose 

of their surplus produce ?-I suppose that the colonists, when it comes to that point, 
will grow other crops that they can export; the surplus produce of wheat cannot be 
exported to any extent profitably to any other country, because the Indian market, 
for the supply of rice and grain, comes so immediately into competition with that of 
New South Wales, that I do not think New South Wales is at all calculated to be 
a great grain country for exportation at present; but the soil and climate are par
ticularly suited for other productions, such as wine and vegetable oils, flax, hemp 
and tobacco; probably there is no country where the climate is more suited for those 
articles than New South Wales. 

975. Do you not suppose that it will be desirable also to manu(~,cture the coarsest 
articles of manufacture in New South Wales, rather than import them from this 
country? -I am of opinion not, I think the coarsest articles can be imported into 
New South Wales cheaper than they can be manufactured. Two or three gentle
men have manufactured the coarse wool of their own estates for their own use, but 
it is more expensive than an article of superior manufacture from England. 

976. What protection do you deem it necessary should be given to the infant 
produce of Xew South Wales, such as hemp, flax and tobacco, to enable the 
colonist to carryon a profitable export trade in those articles r-I think the very 
same thing may be done with respect to those articles, that has been done with re
spect to wool; the government, with the greatest consideration for New South 
Wales, did reduce the duty on wool in favour of New South Wales. There is a very 
5mall duty, comparatively, upon flax and hemp coming from our colonies; I think if 
that was reduced for a certaiu time with regard to New South Wales, it would be a 
sufficient encouragement. Probably there might be a reduction of part of the 
customs duty on tobacco; there was a difficulty when it was subject to the {;xcise 
duty, but those duties are now carrien to the customs, and I think without ailY 
danger to the revenue a reduction might be made in the duty upon tobacco. 

977. You would not suggest that a permanent reduction should be made, but only 
for a certain period of years, till those particular products can be raisen so as to 
compete with similar products from other parts of the world ?-Exactly. 

978. What is the quality of the tobacco ?-I am not aware that any of it was 
ever sent to England; the culture is very new in the cOLIn try, but very fine tobacco 
has been grown there. 

979. What is the description of wool grown in that country?-line Spanish 
WOOl. 

g80. As the demand for com is so very uncertain, how happens it that the 
colonists do 'not try. some other crop ?-The colony is altogether an infant colony, 
an.d till very late}y it has been considered more as a government settlement than ~nJ 
thlOg else. EmIgrants have now been going out there, and men of capital are gOlOg 
out there, and they are about growing those other crops which may be produc~d. 

g81. Does not the co}qny afford linseed and bark, and hides, and whale oll?
All those articles. 
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982. Do you know the extent to which tobacco has been grown ?-It has not 
been grown as yet to the extent of supplying the colony with it. 

98.3. From whence is tobacco imported there ?-Principally from Rio Janeiro, 
the Brazils. 

984. Are the Merino race of sheep kept separate from the others?-They are 
all kept separate; they are very exact in New South Wales' in keeping the various 
breeds of sheep distinct, both as to breed, age, and sex. 

985. Is that by a division of territory or by the management of the flocks ?-Hy 
the manaaement of the flocks; the country is not enclosed at all, except for culti
vation. The system is to have a shepherd attached to a flock; they generally put 
300 sheep in a flock, they are taken out in the morning to the pastures, and brought. 
in in the evening. and put in a yard that is fenced with a common pale fence, and, 
there they are left all night. 

986. Are they fed there ?-Not at all; it is the shepherd's duty to keep them 
from intermixing with any other flocks, and there is sufficient room for that. 

987. Is it likely that that country should become a great exporter of fi~e wool?· 
-Certainly, to a very great extent, in my opinion; to the extent of supplymg suffi-
cient wool that all the cloth manufacture of England may be tine cloth. 

98R. Can you state that the wool is as fine as the Spanish wool, and that it does 
not degenerate ?-It improves. The parent stock of the colony were brought from. 
Bengal; the Bengal sheep carry hair, not wool. The first importation that was made 
was an importation of Tee3water sheep, after that a few Merinos were brought into 
the colony. The wool has been continually improving for the last five or six years.' 
There have been very considerable exertions made by several gentlemen, in taking out 
Saxon and Spanish and English Merino sheep. 

989. Do you know what has happened to the Teeswater sheep ?-Their wool 
has become short, and finer and closer than it is in England. 

990. Is there no chance of their growing long wool in that country?-The expe
riment has never been fairly made. I do not think there is a trace of unmixed 
Teeswater sheep in the colony. 

991. Wbat is the average temperature of the climate ?-I should think it ranges-
about eighty in s'..'-P1mer, and in winter about sixty. 

992. Has not the cultivation of the vine been attended to ?-It has. 
993. Has it increased ?-It has. 
994. Were not some Swiss vine-dressers taken out there?-I believe there 

were. 
9Y5· Did their cultivation of the vine answer ?-I have not been in the colony. 

these two years; but the vine is very common in all the gardens. 
996. Have there been any vineyards planted for the purpose of making wine ?-

Three gentlemen attended to it; Mr. G. Blaxland and Mr. IWArthur took out 
some vine-dressers from Switzerland and the south of France, and Mr. Redfearn
some from Madeira. 

997· How long do you pl~opose that the. emigrant should pay 101. per annum, 
after he commence~ to pay It ?-In my estImate, I suppos~ it to be a perpetual 
rent. It would be If they chose, for the government to remit that; I think after 
a certain period of time the whole expense will be paid, and it will be in the dis .. 
cretion of the government whether they will remit the rent. 1 suppose that persons 
settled in that way will be after three years able to pay such a rent. , 

99.8. Is there any free labour ill the colony ?--There is free labour; there is not 
suffiCient employment for the free labour. 

999· '~That does a fre~ labourer obtain per day ?-That depends upon circum. 
stance.s; Il1 the .town of Sldn~y there are a great ~lUmber of free labourers, and they 
sometimes obtaIn 38., sometIme~ 28. 6d., sometimes 28. per day. 

1 o~o. Upon the w!lOle there IS not a demand for the free labour that exists ? __ 
CertalOly not; there IS not full demand for the convict labour. _ 

100 I .. Then, in point of fact, any emigration that did not in a certain sense intro
duce ~apltal,. would be useless? -I should suppose that unless the emigrants went 
out With capital, they could not do at all. 

.1 002. T~e. question now relates to the pauper emigration; jf their houses are 
bUIlt,. a.nd If Im~lements are found them, and their land is fenced, may they not 
be said In a .certam sense to be small capitalists ?-Yes. 

] 003· Iflt be true that ther~ are at this moment free persons in New South Wales 
unemployed, ~'l~:o do not receIve .adequate remune~ation for their labour, ought .it 
not to be a pi ev 10US step to establish those persons r-It would be a most eXGellent 

: plall. 
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plan. I did not take that into the estimate at all, because they are upon the spot; 
but I conceive that if 'a certain number of the convict labourers are employed in 
preparing the farms,they will make room for the present free labourers to be 'em-
ployed. . -
• 1004. At present there is a surplus of labour beyond the demand ?-Certainly 
there i~, the quantity of labour is considerably more than the demand. 

1005. Are the sheep farmers persons of much capital ?-They must be; the per
sons 'of most capital are the graziers. 
. 1006. Do you not consider that it is very much the tendency of capital to vest 
itself in sheep ?-Certainly. 

1007. Do you not think that sheep would at this moment pay a greater return for 
capital in New South Wales than any agricultural employment?-I think not only 
it will pay a greater return in New South Wales, but it would pay a greater return 
for capital than any other mode in the whole world in which capital can be employed. 
My opinion is, that capital cannot, to a certain extent, be so profitably employed in 
anyway, in any country, as it can be employed in Merino sheep in New South 
Wales. 

1008. Do not the sheep multiply very fast in that country ?-Yes. 
1009. Are the sheep very sound in that country?-Very sound; the only disorder 

that I ever heard the sheep to be affected with there is the scab. 
1010. Is the scab common among them ?-It is not common. 
lOll. Are means taken to cure it ?-There are. 
1012. Is salt ever used for that purpose ?-No, it is not. 
1013. Have you salt in the colony ?-Abundance. 
1014. Have the sheep any other disorders ?-I never heard of any other. I do 

not believe there is any climate in the world more healthy for animals than that of 
New South Wales. 

1015. How are the sheep fed in the winter?-The natural pastures are sufficient 
in the winter; the entire expense attending sheep is merely the shepherd, with the 
small expense of erecting in the first instance a yard, and if they happen to be 
affected with the scab, a little expense in curing it. 

1 016. You have stated the present expense of sending out emigrants, to be 3St. 
for adults ?-That is the present rate of passage. 

1017. Do you know the expense of sending out convicts by the government?--It 
is not near so much as that. The freight that was 24/. per ton some time ago, is 
now only six or seven pounds. 

] 018. Do you mean that freight can be got to New South Wales, without return, 
at 7t. per ton?-}'or 5t. per ton. 

10 19. Where do the vessels go to afterwards?-They go on to India, and get 
a return there; and they go on to the western coast of South America, they go to 
Buenos Ayres, and every where, looking for freight; there are six or seven private 
vessels up for freight there now, in either of which you can get freight for three or 
four pounds per ton, for a certain description of goods. 

1020. Is distillation established in the colony ?-It is. 
1021. What spirit do they distil ?-A kind of whiskey. 
1022. Is it good ?-I do not think it is. 
1023. What do they distil it from ?-From grain; but hitherto I think they have 

principally distilled from sugar. 
1024. What sugar?-Sugar brought from the Isle of France, a coarse raw sugar. 
1025. Do they malt?-They do a little. 

. 1026. Are you prepared to state what relaxation in the duties on the imports 
that have been already alluded to, such as hemp, flax, tobacco" oil, and so on, 
would in your opinion be sufficient to encourage the growth of them there; and for 
how long, a period would you propose that those diminished'duties should continue? 
-The duties upon hemp and flax are so trifling, that I think it would not be an 
object'to remove them entirely; the present duty upon tobacco is 38, a pound; 
that might be reduced 1 s. a pound, and after a certain period G d. , 
, ! 1'027. You entertain no doubt that if that system were adopted, the natural 
qualifications of New South Wales to produce those prod ucts would be such as to 
enable the producer there to compete with his produce in the English market 
against any other nation in the world ?-l think so upon this ground, that labour is 
more abundant and cheaper in that colony than in any other newly settled country, 
and the soil there is as suitable for the cultivation of thoseartkles as that of any 
other country in the world, and the climate is equaUy favourable with any other; 
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and although the expense of transport may be something more, still I think the 
advantaaes there are quite equal to meet it. ' 

1 028~ With these great advantages which you state, of an excellent climate and 
soil, and cheap labour, do you not consi.der ~hat the temptation for capital; to 
vest itself there is so great as to make It qUIte unnecessary for government to 
stimulate it to go there ?-I think it is necessary that there should be some encou
ragement given in the first instance, till the culture of those articles is completely 
established. 

1029. Do you look to England as the market for the productions of New South 
Wales :-Certainly. 

1030. Is there much flax cultivated there ?-There is not much. 
1031. Is there any hemp ?-There is no hemp cultivated, it has been tried, but 

not cultivated; ill fact, hitherto, capital could be better employed. 
1032. Are you of opinion that the New Zealand production of Phormium Tenax, 

will be grown in New Holland ?-It is indigenous in New Holland. 
1033. Have cattle multiplied very much in New South Wales ~-Very much. 
1°34. How are they applied; does the market afford much demand? - 1 taffords 

considerable demand; the rations which 20,000 convicts consume are very consi
derable; then I suppose the other population exceeds 30,000. 

1035. Are not the cattle spread widely over the country ?-The wild cattle have 
been all destroyed, they were kept in a particular district, where they were sur
rounded by impenetrable mountains, which they did not penetrate through, and 
they have dwindled away. There was one year of drought, in which t.hey were 
found to have died in considerable numbers; the carcasses of those cattle were found 
in the woods, and the government then thought it was not north while to attend to 
them, and they brought a great number of them into the government herds and killed 
them, ann they are pow almost extinct. 

1036. Are the cattle managed in the same way as the sheep ;-In the same way 
as the sheep, they arc driven out in the morning and driven in at night. 

1037. Are the lands upon which they are fcc! in commonage, or are they generally 
appropriated ?-Tbey arc generally appropriated, for if a person gets a grant of land, 
it becomes his fee-simple estate; he very seldom fences the whole, he merely fences 
such parts as he cultivates. 

103S. Are there no marks or division between the estates ?-There are marks 
upon the trees, and the grant describes the boundaries, taken from a particular 
point. 

1°39. Has land been granted in very large portions ?-Not in what r conceive to 
be sufficiently large portions. 

1040. What has been the maximum ?-Hitherto, 2,000 acres !Jas been the 
maximum. 

1041. You arc aware of the late regulations that have taken place upon that sub
ject ?-I am; and they are certainly very favourable to the colonists. 

~ 042. In m,aking your ~alculation with respect to th.e expense of the transport of 
emIgrants to l'\ew South Wales, have you made any estImate to show the distinctioll 
b~h~e~n that space whic.h is no.w provide~ for them undcr the existing law, and that 
dItnIllIshed accoll~modat~on whIch you ~hJl)k wuu~d b~ adequate for the purpose?
The accommodatIOn whIch I propose, IS that willch IS provided by law. 

1043. So tl~at if that ~·€re to be diminished, tbe expense woulfi be still lower ?_ 
It would be stIll lower WIth regard to the mere freigbt. 

1 °44. Y uu have proposed that lot. p~r annum should be paid by the parishes 
~or fourteen years; but ~ much less sum paId for a proportiunately increased number 
of years \~ould Le eqUIvalent ?-Certamly, a less contribution extending over a 
longer perIod would answer the same purpose. . 

1045· Do you know the state of settlement of Van Diemen's Land ?-I do not; 
I am personally conversant only with New South Wales. 

1046. What is the place of transport from New South Wales?-There is Norfolk 
Island, and also the new settlement Port Macquarie; the system has been to 
tran~port.offenders from New South Wales to the new settlem~nts, and in course 
of t!me they have formed a small town. 

1047· po you know any thing of a settlement called Newcastle carried on und~r 
the superintendence of Major Wallace ?-I do. ' 

1048. Was i.t not carried on vcry successfully ~-Y es, I think it wa~, as a penal 
~eltlement, caITIed on successfully. 
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1049. Do the convicts marry much now?-No, for there is not any thing like 
a sufficient number of females in the country. 
. 1050. Is there a deficiency of women?- Very great with regard to the convicts; 
I suppose there are not three women to twenty men; perhaps not one to ten. 

Mr. Henry Bliss, called in; and Examined. 

10.51. YOU are an agent for the province of New Brunswick ?-I am. 
1052. How long have you resided in that province r-
1053. Do you concur in the opinions that have been expressed by Mr. Uniacke, 

and the other gentlemen who have been examined, respecting the provinces of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick ?-l concur with them as to the general ex pediency of 
emigration, and as to the ad vantage of extending the emigration to N ova Scotia 
and New Brunswick. Mr. Uniacke appears to me to be very exact in all his ob
servations, and in what he says of the labour the emigrant has to go through. 

1054. In examining Mr. Uniacke's evidence in detail, have you found any state
ment in which you are not disposed to concur?-None, except that Mr. U niacke, 
in stating that the winter in Nova Scotia is not so severe, is under a mistake; it is 
certainly much colder, but I do not know that the severity of the winter affords any 
impediment to the settlement; it is rather an advantage to it. \\'jth respect to the 
number of voluntary emigrants that he says Nova Scotia might absorb, I think 
he is mistaken, because a great number do arrive constantly at the diti'erent ports, 
many of whom do not remain in the province, but go on to the United States. 
T think all those that go on are supernumeraries, wbom the cotlntry cannot absorb 
without the assistance of capital. 

1055. Do you not think it would be very different if there \\'ere means provided 
for their location ?-:-I think there is no doubt that any person who is provided with 
capital enough to enable him to go into the woods, and to get a log hut, and to 
support him the first year, will certainly succeed if he is industrious. 
. 1056. Do you confine your answer to Nova Scotia, or do you extend it to New 
Brunswick ?--To N en' Brunswick; I think the emigration might be extended to 
New Brunswick with greater advantages even than to the other colony. 

Vene'ris, gr die Aprilis, 18~6. 

Sir Robert IVilson, a Memuer of the House; Examined. 

1057. THE Chairman having received a letter from you, upon the subject of 
emigration to Colombia, the Committee are anxiolls to receive any information 
you can aftord them on the suuject; they understand from the representation you 
have made, that the Company that were incorporated fiJI' the occupation of lands 
in Colombia were very desirous of receiving emigrants upon their lands, and would 
be anxious to partake of any assistance which may be ultimately adopted by the 
government; first, therefore, with respect to the expense of treigbt, the Committee 
would be glad to be informed what is the amount of ireight per head, from a port 
j,n the U nite(Kingdom to the port of Colombia where the emigrants might land?
We have hitherto estimated the expense to amount to about 15 t. per head per man, 
including freight, and provisions at 15 d. a day; but I am not certain that the 
freight has been conducted upon the most economical system, for we made an 
arranp;ement with. the Colombian Mining Association, to send out some of the 
miners for that c0!llpany, therefore we engaged a vessel of a different description 
than we should otherwise have done if we had not been engaged in that proceeding. 
The miners did not go out, the accommodation, even then, not being sufficiently 
J~rge. I am now making the estimate at 15 t. a head, including the loss which 
'hitherto we have sustained by undertaking the exportation of other emigrants than 
miners, but which we trust the Mining Company will repay us again . 

. 1058. Is .that calculation of 151. per head made with" reference to w01I!en and. 
chJldren, or exclusively to artisan& and labourers?-It is made for artisans and 
labourers; the payment for children, of a certain age, is less. I,think I have (fot 
the r:etuf\l here (referring to a paper); children at fourteen years of acre, a~ld 
~nd~, may be ~stimated at lOt. aild at seven and under, at about 7/. ] os. 0 

• 1059. The women how ~uch?-'-Why, ~hey require the same subsistence as the 
.men .. ,The average passage 18 forty days; It should be made by a. transpOlt that 
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does not draw more than ten feet water, to pass the bar of Maracaybo; vessels 
which draw twelve feet sometimes cross, but there is danger, they may touch on 
the bar. Vessels of any description may float in the lake itself, or almost so, for 
it is quite a sea, being 150 miles long, 90 miles in breadth, and 4,50 miles in cir
cumference. 

1060. Provided that the Company received assistance towards the expense of the 
passage of emigrants, are the Committee to understand that, after their arrival in 
Colombia, all other expenses necessary to be incurred would be sllstained by the 
Company?-The Company are prepared to prepare a certain portion of the land 
for the settlers, and to build houses for the settlers, but they submit to the Com
mittee, that the first expense of maintenance should not fall upon the Company, 
as there must be six months provisions required for the settlers; before the crops 
would be ready to maintain them, and that this money, if advanced by the Com
pany, should the Company be required to do so, ought to be repaid by the settlers 
themselves. 

1061. Has the Company any experience of the probability that would exist of 
the settlers repaying any money that might be advanced for their passage and main
tenance, in the earliest periods of their new location ?---All our reports from that 
COIOllY are so very favourable as to the character of the soil, its fertility and its 
produce, as well as its convenience for markets, which insure the immediate sale 
of any produce that may be reared either for home consumption or exportation, that 
the settlers, we feel confident, will be fully equal to repay not only the money 
which would be required for tbe advances which might be made them after landing, 
but also to repay us the money which may have been advanccd for their passage, 
and which they have hitherto engaged to do. 

1 06~. What market is particularly convenient for the disposal of produce ?-On 
the lake itself there is a large town called Maracaybo, which contained in 1807 
25,000 inhabitants, and which since that period is very much increased; it may be 
useful for the Committee to know the distances from this settlement to the different 
stations; I have made a memorandum for the information of the Committee; from 
Maracaybo to Laguayra, which is a port of the Caraccas, it is only three days sail; 
to Porto Cabello, which is one of the finest ports in all America, and equal to any 
in the world, it is a still shorter distance; from Maracaybo to Carthagena, is about 
ten days sail; from l\.faracaybo to Santa l\lartta is only six days sail; from Mara
caybo to Vera Cruz is from twenty to twenty-five days sail; and from Maracaybo 
to Jamaica, the nearest British West India island, is about ten <lr twelve days sail. 
I was going to mention that the province of Caraecas is generally now !'upplied with 
flour from North America, for wheat is not grown in any part of that province; 
the barrel of flour costs fourteen dollars at Laguayra, and generally eleven and a half 
at Maracaybo; the consequence is, that wheat grown in the district where we propose 
to establish the settlers, would ensure a certaiu market and a considerable profit, 
though the same price might not be obtained. The land itself at present produces 
almost spontaneously, wherever the ground is cleared the produce is very great and 
!here ~re h\'? ~rops of maize. pease a~d ?eans, which are annually raised by the 
mhabltants 111 Its present state of cultIVatIOn. Upon the land at present which we 
propose to ?ccupy~ there are generally palm t~~es, bu.t there is a great quantity of 
dye wood ImmedIately round, and every faclhty whIch can be required for the 
erection of tenements, and those ~uildings which are required by the settlers. 

1 0?3. Ar~ the CompanJ: so satIsfied themselves of the facility with which the in
dustriOUS emIgrant settler Will repay any money that may be advanced for his passage 
and location, as to be disposed to give a collateral guarantee for money that might 
be adva~ed for that purpose ?-:-There wou~d be ~o doubt but that the Company 
would give such guarantee as mIght be reqUIred, belllg perfectly assured that the set
tler w?uld ha\'e the means of payment, a~d t.hat his condition would be in all respects 
so satIsfactory that he ~ould have no ObJ~ctlOn. to fulfil the terms of his engagement. 
We have a law passed 10 our favour, WhICh bInds the settlers to the fulfilment of 
those e~gagements; but we depend rather ~pon the voluntary and spontaneous 
accomphshment of them. Wou!d ~he Committee allow me to mention the exports 
of Maracaybo; cocoa, coffee, mdlgo, cotton, sugar, generally all tropical pro
duce, dye wood, tobacco, &c.; and that every species of British manufacture is 
received there, to ~e cons~med or removed into the interior of the country, and that 
the exports are. pal,d for I~ produce or money, as may be required. I would also. 
state, the quantity of flour Imported annu~lly mto Laguayra alone is 40,000 barr.els, 
to show that there would be a very conslderabl~ market for a long time, supposing 

the 
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the population which went to Maracaybo did not increase the demand, bllt which it 
necessarily would. 
, 1064. What is the distance of the market of Lagllayra to the nearest port by which 
they were supplied with flour ?-I do not know the exact distance,it might be about 
three weeks sail. 

. 1065. Are you enabled to inform the Committee of what would be the additional 
expense, as measured in money, of the location of the settler, beyond the expense of 
freight per head ?-Exclusive of the expense of freight, the provisioning of the 
settler would be 15 d. a head per day; and subsequently he may require six months 
provisions. But it is right to state, that wherever the land is clear there has been 
such an immediate produce, that all the settlers we have now sent out will find the 
provisions ready for them, and fresh provisions can be supplied on. the spot on as 
cheap terms as salt provisions could be sent from this country. 

1066. Those provisions must be paid for, and as measured in money, what is the 
amount ?-Fifteen pence per head for a man per day, for six months, which would 
be the time required. That money we should expect the settlers to repay; many 
of them would oot require it, many who have gone out do not require it; but they 
may purchase provisions as they chuse themselves; and it must be recollected, that 
although th~ district which we propose to occupy may be called a new settlement, 
there are many villages and a considerable number of inhabitants in the neighbour
hood, for the population of the very province of Maracaybo itself amounts to about 
175,000 souls, and the population of the whole province of Caraccas, which in
cludes Maracaybo, contains a million of souls, which is one third of the whole 
population of Colombia; therefore the settler has no difficulty in obtaining any supply 
that he may chuse to provide for himself; for, independent abo of the fresh provi
sions, there is an abundance of fish in the lake, which may be constantly supplied to 
the settler as well as the inhabitants, there beillg a very considerable trade upon the 
lake established for that purpose. It will be right to state also, that every precaution 
has been taken to procure a healthy location; that all the reports are most favourable, 
there being no inconvenience yet felt, but that which always proceeds from the 
turning up tbe fresh soil in very new lands, and every where the same care is 
required to prevent the inhabitants getting the ague from living too soon on them. 
Perhapg it will be right to add, I am instructed to say by the l\linister of Colombia, 
that, according to the instructions received from his government, he is most anxious to 
aid in every way, and to pledge the support of his government for ~he establishment 
of such settlers as either government, or the Company under the direction of 
government, may send out. 

1 u67. Do you imagine that the Colombian government would in any degree be dis
posed to guarantee, or to join the Company in the guaranteeing of the repayment (if 

the sum advanced, both for passage and location, in case that the government or 
private individuals were disposed to advance the capital nece5sary for those pur
poses, to be paid back by annual instalments for a term of years ?-I do Qot think, 
if this proposition was made a sine qua non for the establishment of colonies, that 
the Colombian government would object, they having of course the guarantee of 
the Company, and the persons of the settlers and their lands, as a security; I inftr 
this from a conversation I had with the Minister of Colombia yesterday. 

1068. Are you of opinion that the Maltese emigrants would be serviceable fOI 
the purpose of settlement in Colombia ?-Decidedly so; I think they would be 
settlers of the most valuable description, and I say it from a personal knowledge 
of their laborious habits, their sobriety of conduct, and their capacity to resist the 
effects of a warm climate in the first instance. The Maltese formed our pionee( 
corps in Egypt. 

1069. Supposing, therefore, that an emigration of persons suitably selected, were 
to. take place from Malta, you are inclined to believe the Company and the Co
lombian government would give a guarantee, that the money employed in the 
transport and location of these settlers should be repaid by progressive instalments ?
I am not authorized to give an affirmative; but I think, from all I know on that 
subject, there would be no difficulty in making some conjoint engagement. 

IOiO. Are you enabled to inform the Committtee, suppose for example any 
arrangement could be made for encouraging emigration from Malta, what are the 
numbers of settlers who, on the terms alluded to, the Company would be disposed 
to receive on their land?-W e should be anxious not to crowd them in the first 
instance; we have 200,000 acres of land at Gibraltar, and shall have houses ready 
'·404. P :3 f~r 
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Sir for 300 additional settlers in the fall of the year, at November, the· time whea 
Robert Wilsurl. settlers ought to arrive in the country; but if we could insure a successiv~ supply 
~ to the colony, we could increase the number of workmen, and the buildings and the 

21 Apnl, lands would be prepared to receive successively almost any number which might 
J.826. 
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be sent out to us. 
1071. To the extent of some thousands?-I should say, our 200,000 acres of land 

would occupy several thousand, because the land is g;enerally good and healthy; it 
is all high land. We do not come down to the Lake of Maracaybo; but we have 
a navigable ri\'er, or a river which may be made navigable, running through the 
lands into the lake, and which would be useful for general trade, and the transport 
of maboO'any and cedar, of which there is abundance in the neighbourhood. Alto
gether the Association has a million of acres at its disposition, but we desire to settle 
first the Maracaybo district, as the most conveniently situated. It may be important 
the Committee should know, that the thermometer at Botiocka, in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the pibraltar district, ranges from seventy to eighty-seven, and 
that it is a climate which permits the cultivation of all kinds of European produce. 

1072. Would there be any disposition on the part of the Company, to receive 
free blacks as settlers ?-They would be very acceptable to us, as there is a scarcity 
of labouring population in the neighbourhood of the diiitricts. 

1073. The same principle of guarantee which has been alluded to, with reference 
to emigrants from this country or Malta, would apply in the case of free blacks; 
such principle being the repayment hy the emigrant himself of the money advanced 
for his removal ?-Yes. 

1\1r. Charles Stewart, 
Secretary to the Colombian Agricultural Association, called in; 

and Examined. 

1074. HAVE you been in Colombia?-No. 
1 07.5. You have heard the questions which have been put to Sir Robert Wilson, 

do you concur in the answers which he has given to them ?-Entirely; I will only 
mention one particular instance in which I differ, the distance from Maracaybo to 
Jamaica is eight days sail, not ten days sail; it is the nearest British West India 
Island; the nearest is St. Domingo, being about five days sail. 

1076. Have you any observations you would offer in arldition ~-With reference 
to the question as to free blacks, I have no doubt it would be very agreeable to the 
Association to receive iiuch persons; they being acquainted with the mode of cul
tivation pursued in t.he British West India Islands, they ,,"auld be very valuable on 
our own lands. 

Lieut. Col. IVilliam Sorell, called in; and Examined. 

1077. YOU were lately Lieutenant Governor of Van Diemen's Land?
I was. 

1078. Have you made yourself acquainted with the general plans and estimates 
which have been submitted to the Committee by Mr. Eager, with respect to the 
emigration to New South Wales?- I read the pamphlet some time ago, and I have 
read it attentively within this day or two. . 

1079: Are, you of ~opini?n that the same ?bsel:vations will apply with respect to 
Van Dlemen s Land t- \Vlth respect to enllgratlOn, the same observations would 
I conceive, apply generally to both, it being remembered that Van Diemen's Land 
is a more limited country. 

1080. :Mr. Eager stated to the Committee, that provided due measures were 
taken for the reception of emigrants, which measures are, the preparation of houses 
and the enclo~ure of land, the emigrant located on 30 acres of land would be 
enabled ~ro~ h!s p~oduce, at the termiI?ation of the third yea!', to pay an instalment 
of lot. m. h.qUldatlOn of th.e ex pense Incurred in his transport and location; are 
you of opmlOn that an emIgrant settled in that manner in Van Diemen's Land 
would be equally able at the end of the third year to make such a .return ?_ 
Bu.ilding, inclosi~lg, and partiaH~ clearing, implements of husbandry, clothing, and 
ratIOns ~or a penod, seed .and hve st?ck, appear to be included iri the plans and 
calculatIOns alluded to; WIth such aSSistance, I should think a settler accustomed 
to a~riculturallab~ur, of industrious and sober habits, would be able to pay a rent, 
not III money but In produce. 

1081. What 
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.. 1081. What is the difference, in your opinion, between a produce rent and 
a money rent ?-The produce must be estimated as between the settler and the 
· government, as it would be if he were to send it to the market; all I mean to 
15ay is, that the uncertainty of the markets, and the necessity of paying the rent 
at a precise period, would make it impossible for the settler always to raise 

· the money to meet the demand, but he would have no difficulty in paying it in 
produce. 

1082. Do you imagine that there would be any practical difficulty with respect 
to any emigrants who might be settled upon this principle, in the government taking 
from them their produce, estimated at a certain money value as between the 
government and the settler ?-I should think there would be no difficulty at all in 
it; I think it might be always regulated by only taking care that the new settlers 
have a certain portion of the supply at the price of the government contract. 

c 1 083. You are aware that the class of emigrants to which the Committee 
advert, are a class of emigrants entirely paupers, who are sent over from this 
country without any capital beyond their own industry. combined with the resources 
of. the land, and the previous erection of a cottage anJ enclosure ?-The assistance 
proposed for the pauper emigrants is in lieu of capitul, for to send out people 
without capital, unless they receive adequate assistance, would certainly fail. The 
plan suggested for settling pauper emigrants on lands with assistance from govern
ment, assimilates itself in some degree to the system which prevailed in tbe earlier 
stages of these colonies in settling emancipated persons who hau no capital, but 
who became settlers by the creation of government; this settler received thirty 
acres of land, and provisions for a period, and he had implements of husbandry, 
clothing alid seed, repaying in produce, which government received at a fixed and 
liberally remunerating price. The success of a settler, and his ability to pay rent, 
ml!st depend much upon his fitness for the undertaking, for I do not think that the 
plan would succeed with persons not bred to agricultural occupations; if the 
erriigrants come from the peasantry or agricultural population, I think they would 
fulfil the expectations which are here contemplated. 

1084. Do you not consider, then, that there is any demand in Van Diemen's 
· Land for emigrants of any other description than those who are purely of agricul
tural habits? -- Mechanics, men capable of building; every sort of people who are 
accustomed to those pursuits and oL:cupations, that are useful in a new country. 

1085- Are you aware of the average expense- incurred by government for the 
convict settlers ~-I cannot state this with any exactness. It variecl much at dif
ferent periods, the rations being first given for eighteen months, and reduced suc
cessively to twelve and six months; the price of provisions, meat especially, alter
ing considerably_ I mention the t-esemblance of the plan for the sake of the infe
rence, that if with some assistance from government the cla~s of persons alluded to 
were settled, and, where industry and souriety were not wanting, successfully esta
blished, anotber class, qualitled uy previous occupation and by habits of industry, 
might be the more expected to succeed, with adequate assistance at the con"l
mencement. 

1086. Can you furnish the Committee with any thing like an average of the pe
cuniary value of those combined resources?-For the reason uefore stated, I cannot 
estimate the total value. The assistance given to the emancipated settler, who had 
to build his hut and clear the first land tbat he worked, was small, compared with 
the suggestion of building his bouse, fencing the farm and clearing a number of 
acres, equal to the means and wants of the settler, for immediate curtivation. 
. 1 087. You are of opinion, that on an average of seasons and of persons, there is 
no doubt that at the end of the third year an agricultural settler, placed in Van 
Diemen's Land upon the principles detailed in Mr. Eager's evidence, would be 
enabled to pay back a sum amounting or nearly amounting to ten pounds, in the 
way of instalment, for the capital originally advanced?- If the produce bore a re
munerating price, a man capable of working a farm I have no doubt would be able 
to pay that rent in produce upon his land; and I should say too, that I do not 
conceive there would be any repugnance to pay rent, which 1 observe in some of 
the examinations respecting Upper Canada was apprehended, because rents are 
paid in both New South ·Wales and Van Diemen's Land. A great many of the 
farms have been sold and have passed into landholders hands, who now let them at 
a rent payable in produce, so many bushels of wheat a year. I dare say one-half 
of the small tillage farms are rented now. . 
,. 1088. Do the crops ever fail?-Failure to a certain extent occurred last year, 
owing, I believe, to late sowing and an unusually dry spring, but failure of the 
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. ~i~t. Col. wheat crop is al~lost unknown in yan Diemen's Land. In the seven years of my 
. W,lliam Sorell. government it dld not occur, but In each season a large surplus was grown, and 
~ alter meeting the demal}d of increaEing population, from free emigration and impor-

. 21 April, tation of convicts, considerable export took place to Svdnev, and partially to 
. 1826. J J 

Rio Janeiro, the Isle of France, and the Cape of Good Hope. 
I 089. You are aware at present, that at K ew South Wales and in Van Diemen's 

Land the system of supplies is carried on by contract, and the maximum price is no 
longer fix~d ?- I am quite aware of it; it took place before I left tile colony. 

lOgO. Subject to this new system, are you of opinion, taking all the circumstances 
into consideration, that there will be such a demand for agricultural produce, as to 
insure for the future a remunerating price for the produce raised by those emi
grants ?-It is difficult to give a decisive opinion on this point; the fluctuations 
have been so considerable within the last two or three years. On the whole, dis
tilleries and breweries being extensively in progress, and exportation being open to 
a certain extent, I should hope and think that these fluctuations would settle into a 
fair remunerating price. 

10gl. As to the supplies of corn for New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land, 
is the colony more than adequate for the maintenance of the population?-There 
has always been a large surplus grown in Van Diemen's Land, the last year 
excepted. 

1 °92. Taking them together ?--Taking them together, the Colonies have for 
llIany years produced more than sufficient for their subsistellce. . 

1093. If a remunerating price VI:ere not found to exist for agricultural produce, 
that is for corn, are you of opinion that the culLivation could be transferred to pro
ducts having an exchangeable value in Europe, and which might furnish exports 
from the colony ?--The climate of Van Diemen's Land does not ad mit of tropical 
productions, maize does not ripen; good tobacco had been produced, and flax wa3 
upon trial; wool will no doubt be improved to a very fine quality; and potatoes 
were largely grown of the best quality, and foulld a ready market in New South 
Wales, and may probably do so elsewhere; hops succeeded perfectly, and it may 
be hoped that breweries, after meeting home demand, llJay be able to export to 
India and the eastern colonies. Probably, as New South Wales establishes the 
cultivation of articles best suited to its VI armer climate, and omits those which can 
be grown to better advantage in a more temperate one, a greater interchange of 
products may follow, to the advantage of both. The exports of Van Diemen's Land 
to the mother country at present are limited to wool, oil, skins; and tannin timber 
has been sent in considerable quantities from New South Wales. 

1°94. You are of opinion that Van Diemen's Land is much more calculated for 
the production of wheat than New South Wales?-I think so, certainly; I believe 
there is no doubt about it, as well as for barley, oats and potatoes. 

1095. Have they introduced there a'species of hemp, called Bologna ?-Not that 
I am aware of. . 

1096. The Committee have addressed their questions to you on the subject of 
agricultural population only; are you of opinion tbat it will be easy to devise methods 
for the apprenticing, in a certain sense, of mechanics, so as to secure on their 
wages a repayment, by instalments, of money advanced for their emigration?
I think there would be no difficulty; the want of mechanics was very great, and 
I am persuaded many settlers would be glad to receive mechanics under indenture; 
indeed I was spoken to by several respectable scttlers on the subject. 

1°97. In saring ~hat they would be willing to receive them, undertaking to repay 
the expenses 01 commg out, do you mean that they would pay those expenses in the 
first instance ?..c....1 think they would pay part in the 11rst instance, jf the services of 
the man be. satisfactorily secure?, this lB;st being t~e grea~ point; it being secured, 
I do not thmk there would be difficulty m a pecumary pomt of view. 

~og8. Could you be en~bled to furn,ish ~he Committee with a scal~ of wages 
whIch would ,allow the re~ldpnt .s~ttle~ m New S?uth Wa!es, who might receive 
~uch mechamcs, to pay, m additIOn, mstalments m remuneration for the expense 
Incurred by the removal of the se~tler ?-~early two years baving elapsed since 
I left the colony, I cannot speak with certamty; the wacres were hicrh and amply 
sufficient, and I believe they still continue so_ tl c , 

1 °99. Supposing three 'hundred mechanics were sent out, for whose services 
a real demand existed in the colbny, and that 110 settler would be allowed W 
receive a mechanic unless h~ entered int? an engagement to pay ba.ck a certain sum 
monthly Of quarterly, as .an Instalmcnt tor the repayment of the expense incurr~ 

In 
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in sending out the mechanic ?-Is it intended that the mechanics shall be indented Littlt. Col. 
before they are sent out. William Sorell. 

1100. Let it be supposed that these mechanics are to be under the operation of l ,.-----J 
• ~ I April, 

a general indenture, to be disposable under the sanction of the goverllluent of the .8~6. 
colony; are you in that case of opinion that the stttier could afford to pay the 
mechanic, in the first instance, such wages as would be sufficient for his subsistence, 
and at the same time able to pay a certain portion of those wages back again in the 
way of instalment, as 'explained ?-I think that he would be able to do so. 

1101. As to any average of the rate of wages in Van Diemen's Land, what 
period would he necessary to liquidate the debt, the passage money?-The emi
grants, I conclude, are to be married men with families; for that I should consider 
a main point in aU emigration to. those colonies. I think Mr. Eager estimates 86/. 
for the passage of a family. . 

1102. Mr. Eager has calculated the expense of the passage of a man, woman, and 
three children, at eighty-six pounds?-Yes; some fraction between eighty-six and 
eighty-seven pounds. 

1103. We will take it at ninety pounds; how soon would the services of this 
family repay back, upon this system, the ninety pounds so expended ?-It must 
depend of course upon the rate of wages, which, as I have stated, were high; five, 
six, and seven shillings a day; but these rates are of course liable to reduction. 

1104. What is the lowest rate of wages on which he can exist?-Mechanics 
under indenture would be chiefly received by the settlers in the country; there the 
employer finds the provision~ and necessaries, for they could be procured in no 
other way, and they become a set-off against the wages; to a great extent therefore 
payment is made in kind. ' 

] 105. Assuming that five shillings a day woulLl be given, taking the whole year, 
that would be ninety-one pounds five shillings in a year; could you give the Com
mittee any idea how far that sum would go in providing sufficient nourishment and 
sustenance for a man, his wife and three children, or what superfluity would remain 
at the end of the year ?-I should understand that the female contributes to the 
sUljport of her family by some useful labour, this is of course an essential con
sideration in estimating this man's condition; the mechanics were all paia much 
higher than their subsistence demanded; I might, I think, safely estimate one-fourth. 

1106. Probably it would be your opinion that three or four years, or some sllch 
period, would give a probable expectation to the artisan that he would then be per
fectly at liberty ?-I should think certainly in four or five years. 

1107. Therefore if the mechanic were to be indentured for five years, or as much 
longer as was necessary for the repayment of the sum actually expended in his p lr
ticular instance, you are of opinion the repayment might be practically effected?
I am. 

1108. Do your observations apply entirely to Van Diemen's Land, or have you 
any knowledge of New South Wales?- I have little personal knowledge of the 
other colony; but I think my observation and opinions generally, excepting such 
local exceptions as are stated, would apply to both. Agricultural emigrants may, 
I conceive, succeed equally in either, and mechanics were in great demand 
in both. 

IIOg. Will you inform the Committee whether it is the custom of Van Die
men's Land for persons finding provisions for those who work for them, to give 
the~ a fair and comfortable allowance ~- I should answer generally, to all descrip
tions of people employed; the settlers have been too liberal for their own interests, 
illstead of erring on the other side. 

] 110.·-1s meat one object of supply ?-Always; there was no man in that country 
who did not eat meat, mutton most commonly. 

11 I]. Are· you of opinion that the suggestion of Mr. Eager, to employ convicts 
10 the preparation of habitations fm' emigrants to be annually introduced into this 
colony, would be attended with great advantage with respect to the interest of the 
emigmnt and the reformation of the convict ?-The government, by assigning con
vict labour to prepare lands, may certainly provide a substitute for capital, which 
all unassisted settlers must have; and with regard to the convicts, employment in 
clearing lands, and in other occupations remote from towns, is obviously one of the 
best that can be devised. 

1112. Do you not think, with respect to the reformation of convicts, that the 
employment of them in the preparation of land for the reception of emigrants 
would be a useful mode of employing them ?-Certainly I do. . 
. 404· P 4 11] 3. PrOVided 



. Litut. Col. 
William'S'lrell, 
~ 

'ril.Aprit, 
is '26: 

108 MIN UTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SEI_ECT ·COMMITTEE 

11 t 3. Provided that the emigration was carried on on a judicious system, and 
the number of emigrants sent annually was not too great for the colony to receiv.e, 
are you of opi~ion it might be carri~d on in point of exten~, ~u?ject to that-caution, 
almost indefimtely?-I see. no occasIOn to apprehend any lIma In New SouthWales, 
which is almost of an unlimited extent; in Van Diemen's Land it would have its 
limits; but I conceive these colonies afford a considerable opening for it, in New 
South Wales it is unlimited most completely; there is no difficulty, I think, but from 
the lenoth of the~voyage and the expenses attending it, that might not be got over, 
provid:d all those who are placed lIpon lands are of the class fitted by habit for 
agricultural occupations. 

Mr. Edu'ard Ea~er called in; and further Examined. 
'- . 

1H 1114· HAVE you any addition to make to your evid~nce ?---':There aloe in this 
Erlwa~/Eager. pamphlet some estimates which the Committee would probably wish. to have' laid 
~ before them. 

1115. Is there any thing else beyond that ?-It does not strike me there is afty 
thing else at present. 

] 1 t 6. You have heard the evide,nce given by Colonel Sorell ?-I have. 
1117. With respect to indenturing mechanics, are you disposed to concur with 

him in the statement he made with respect to the feasibility of such a plan in New 
Soutb Wales ?-l am; upon the whole I am. 

1118. Have you any practical suggestion to make as to that ?-I could state· to 
the Committee the sum that a settler, under the circumstances alluded to in Colonel 
Sorell's evidence, could afford to pay (after giving the artisans sufficient subsistence) 
to the government, in discharge of the expense of sending him out. The settlerll 
in New South Wales, as was observed by Colonel Sorell, generally pay the wages 
of labour in kind, provisions, dothing, and a small sum in money. The expense 
of sending out a married man, an artisan, even by the common mode of sending 
out now, would not be above 35 t. and I have no doubt that he would earn money 
wages in the colony, 48. per day. 

1 1 190 Agricultural labour r-N 0, an artisan.; ~ mean artificers of that descrip
tion. It would be as well to take down the descnptlOn ; house carpenters, carpenters 
generally, if you plea,se, wheelwrights, blacksmiths, masons, bricklayers. 

1120. And shoemakers ?-N o. 
1121. Coopers r-No, only this description of artificers. I have myself employed 

a good many artificers; I built one or two houses in the colony; I paid from' 11. 
to 5 s. per day. I think they would now earn, as .money wages, 48. per day. 

I I:..! 2. You are speaking of New South Wales ~-Yes. 
1 123. Supposing the artisan received 4 s. per day money wages, how much of 

that would be sufficient to maintaiu him, to clothe and to feed hilll comfortauly ?
A sin ale man could subsist himself comfortably and decently, as well, if not better 
than he could in En~land, at 2 s. per day, lea viog an overplus of '2 s.; that is, a single 
man, having no family. 
. 1124. Suppose he had a wife and three children ?-If a number of these artisa.ns 
were sent out, and they could not find employment in the tOWI1S, tile), would be 
distribut~d amOl~g. the settlers CiS ~hcy wanted tLem, wl~o would not pay money wages, 
but part In proVlslons, and part Jl1 money woges. 1 he expenses of an artificer of 
that kind, his "ife and his three children, taking it that he earned 62/. with a settler 
(I calculate his wages would be worth 4.1'. per day) but in the way the settler \1I{mld 
pay it, the man "'ouid have a certain quantity of provisions for himself and family 
and a certain quantity of clothing. I have just sketched it out. A family of that 
kind would. require thirty-three b.ushels ot wheat for bread; he would require 
a weekly ration of twenty-one pounds of meat, two pounds of Surrar and a quarter 
of a pound of tea, for his family; and these would cost about 28/." the clothina 
probatJly, such clothing as is used in the colony, would be somewhe~e about 12 t 
:a.nd I think, a.fter having s~bsist~d in that way, the settler, after giving him provi~ 
s.JOns of that kmd, and c10thmg ,lHm,. c.oul~ very well. afford paying money wages 201. 

~ year, the whole or auy pa.rt ot winch ml~ht be paid to the government, -in liquida
tlOll of the expense of sendIng the mechanIC out. I reckon it in this way; I value 
wheat at 7 s. per bushel, ~hen meat at "? m.uch per pound, 3 d.; sugar at 6 d. per 
pound, and tea a~ 4 8• which the mechan~c WIll be suppli.ed with, and clothing; and 
.I set that off agamst the value of the laoour, and the difference is what the settler 
~oold afford to pay in money to government. 

11 :35. Salt meat or fresh meat?-Fresh. 

112t! .. Uo 
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1120. Do you allow twenty-one po.unds of meat to a family of four people ?"0 a family of five people. 
L 1127. Is not that a large proportion?-The ration there given to labourers is 
seven pounds -of fresh meat for an adult per week, or four pounds of salt pork; that 
is the ration I calculate for such a family, to have a plentiful supply of food, \\ hich 
they will consume, a man and his wife, adults, and the children I calculate each 
at half !he adult ration. I rather think I have not overdone it; it would not be 
less than twenty-one pounds of meat per week. 
; 1128. There are descriptions of vegetables in use in New South Wales, which 
are exceedingly cheap ?--They are to l,le had for the mere cultivating of them; 
I would beg to observe, that garden vegetables are not much cultivated or much 
used, in New South Wales; the ration universally given to labourers, is wheat, 
meat, and a quantity of tea and sugar, for, though cattle abound, milk is not 
abundant; the cattle are not milked, the calves are left with them. 

1129. On what basis does your calculation as to the quantity of wheat to be 
consumed, proceed ?-I have in view a reference to the ration allowed in the 
.colony, there is a very liberal ration allowed; I consider an adult should have ten 
pounds of wheat. 
· 1130. That is per week ~-It is ten pounds once a week; generally issued on 
the Saturday. 

1131. What ration used r-The government regulation is, that every man is to 
receive ten pounds of w heat, and seven pounds of fresh meat per week; that is gi ven, 
.and generally they consume more; if they do, they perform an additional portion 
.of work for that;· the convict labourer is obliged to perform an additional quantity 
of work for the additional ration. 

1132. '\lhat quantity of bread is produced by that ten pounds of wheat?
certainly they have not the means of managing it so well as in this countl'y; the 
.mills are steel mills, and they grind it occasionally as they want it; they do not grind 
it so well as it otherwise would be ground, they have not the means of mana~ing 
it so well; ten pounds of wheat will produce ten pounds of bread; it would produce 
seven pounds or seven pounds and a half of good flour. 

1133. The rations appear to be highly liberal ?-Certainly liberal. 
1134. Has the colony of New South Wales, where you have resided some years, 

produced wheat enough for the conslimption of its inhabitants for the last few 
years ?-In some years there has not been enough. 

1135. Take the average for the last seven years?-Taking the average from the 
tim&-I knew it, from 1~11 to 182:l,' during which time I have personally known 
the colony, I think that if the wheat had bet:n always husbanded as it should have 
·been, there would have been in fact quite a sufficient 1:upply; but some years it 
has not been so husbanded, and in others there have not been plentiful crops, and 
the consequence has been; that the settlers ·have been discouraged, and consequently 
have not cultivated so much, and then scarcity has followed. 

1136. Has it happened that the wheat grounds have been destroyed by inundations, 
or have they been injured jn those years ?-No, they had not, not during that 
time; on the banks of the Hawkesbury there was a partial inundation, but it did 
not produce much mischief; there was an inundation. 

1137. What is the reason that wheat is not so plentiful in New South Wales as 
in Van Diemen's Land ?-I think in New South Wales capital has been applied 
rather to grazing than to cultivation, and in Van Diemeu's Land, until a late 
period, it .has not been so applied. 

1138. There is no natural obstacle ?-N'one. 
· 1139. What course .of cultivation could be adopted by the settlers, by any plan 
of emigration ; ,what are the. crops that might be raised ?-Wheat, maize, barley, 
as grain crops; they might raise tobacco, flax, hemp, and the vine and olive. 
t 1140. But chiefly corn would be the cultivation ?-Certainly at first; until the 
s.upply was equal to the demand it would. 

1141. There would remain a considerable surplus over their own consumptIOn ~
The colony is quite capable of producing a surplus. 
· 1142. As regards the colonist, a8 ·to the emigrant, he would produce a considerable 
surplus over and above his own consumption ?-Yes. 

n 43. Where would he find a market for that surplus ?-At present the market is 
.the government, for the supplies they want to feed and subsist their convicts. . 
· 1144· .Have there not been large importations ?-A t certain times there have been 
,Importations froRl Van Diemen's Land to New South Wales; New South Wales 
j ·404.· Q . could 
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could at ,II time. supply its own 'Wants,. if proper care was taken; and it can IlDW, 

and to any futnre period it will. . , 
U4:j. Supposing the colonists sent out to Van Diemen's Land and NewSauth 

Wales to have raised a considerable surplus produce. which in all probability they 
would, where would they find a market for this surplus product" of Grain? -The, 
would find no market, no profitable market, in my opinion; the only ones would be 
the Isle of France, the Mauritius, Rio J aneira, and the Cape of Good Hope. I think 
the Americans would beat them at Rio Janeiro; I think they could undersell them 
from India at the Cape of Good Hope and Isle of France; they could be undersold 
lit the markets of the Cape and Isle of FI""nce, by grain from India. I do not think 
that New South Wales is likely to be an exporting grain country. 
. 1146. Are there not obstacles occasionally to colonists fixing themselves in situa

.tions in New South Wales, where they are not near to rivers, for want of water?
I am not aware that any such circumstance has occurred hitherto. I am not aware 
that there has been any difficulty in finding land for colonists sufficiently near to 
water. 

1147. When you dig wells m that country, you sometimes meet with inllitfereru 
water? - Yes, sometimes. . 

1148. I~ that confined to any particular part of the colony ?-I do not know how 
it is in other parts, in the lately explored parts; but in saying it is so, 1 confine my.r 
self to the county of Cumberland. 

1149. Now and then the water, you say, is mixed witb saltpetre ?-Thewater it 
gener8:11y mixed with saltpetre; not the immediate upper soil, but the sub.soils; a 
~tratum or two under the upper soil are generally impregnated with saltpetre and 
iron ore; in digging a well, unless you go below those strata, the water is also im. 
pregnated; but if you go to a certain depth you find good water. But it bas not 
occurred in any estate which has been granted in the colony, that the grantee has 
been reduced to dill necessity of digging wells for the supply, in DO instance has 
that occurred; sometimes in the summer season, if it happens to be a dry summer, 
the wat.er is scarce; but the country is to a certain extent intersected with what are 
in winter streams, but in summer chains of ponds, aod the deeper ponds hold lI'ate)." 
all the year through. I do not think it has occurred in ~fly instance t~t there 
has been a wallt of land near water, or a scarcity of water ~uch as to prevent. its 
oc¢upation. .; 

1150. Is it not usual for persons to suffer in New South Wales, by fev.ers. produced. 
by the morasses ?...,.-N 0; there is no instance of fever in New South Wales, nothing' 
like the low fevers of America, or the jungle fever or the ague; we have never koowll 
in New South Wales an instance of typhus fever. 

1151. You are usually exempt from infantile disorders?-There has been 00 

imstaHce of the measles, or the small-pox, or hooping cough. 
1152. It is one of the most favourable countries for 1\ settler as to health ?--It is 

the m~st favourable of any country of which we have any account. . 
1153. In calculating the amount of the wages that would be given to a mechanic 

who should go over to New SDuth Wales, with a wife and three children, no re~ 
ference has been made to the possibility of the labour of the wife or children eon,. 
tributing, in some proportion, towards the liquidation of the e~pense ?-No reference 
bas belen made to that; it is merely the labour of the man. 

1154. Are you of opinion any demand will ellist for the laboul' of the wife and 
~hjldren )-.1 have no doubt the demand for the labour of the wife would be qUik 
~ufficient to provide subsistence fOl' herself; I ha.ve nD. Eioobt of that, in eVeJ!1 
lDstance. 

1155. What would be the case with children, should you S8IY'?'-Thatwould depend 
upon the ages of the ehildren; if they were above 14 yeaf5 of age, I should make 
the same answer, even above 10 years of age. . 

1156. Is it not. a fact that the disproportion of WOJIlen to mtln in New South 
Wales is a circumstance which produces the greatest inconvenience ?-I t cem.inl,Y 
dees. . 

115~· C~n you suggest to th~. Comn~ittee ~ny practical means of encouraging 
the eaugratJon of women, exclUSively WIth a VIew to their marryillg in the colQDy 
and restoring those due proportion!> w.bich are at present so unfortunately wan~ 
iJ1g?.,..,..I have thou~t on th~t subject, and it haa struck me that such a. plan may 
be ~rlopted. ~ l~mk that If women were sent out from this country, frD~ tbt 
agrletlltural dlstncts. or young women froOl I~land, .if they were supplie~ with 
the pass~e. out, .and the govern~ent would gJve ,.httle (:JlCOlJra~ID~JJt in .. 
shape of glvmg land or stock, which «.overoment can do, by way of portiQn,.'lith 

these 
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these' WOlnen, it would be, of great service to the col:ony, and they would be married Mr. 
after their arrival to men of respectable character, to whom it would 'be of very Edward ~ 
great advantage to ,have wives in this way. It did o~ce occur in the rcig~ o( Queen ~ 
Anne, that a cei"faill measUre was' adopted in this country with respect to Virginia, ~1 :~Il,. 
I believe) ,000 women were sent out; I think they were taken from the streets of 1 9 ~ 
London and sent to settle there, they were distributed among the settlers, who paid 
immediately ~he expenses or sendina them out; that is an hIstorical fact. I would 
not recommend that description of ~omen to be sent to New South Wales. 

I 158. Will you inform the Committee, whether that disproportion in the' sexeS' in 
New SOQth Wales has not had a very immoral influence on that colony?-Most un .. 
doubtedly it has, and particularly so on the female sex. 

1159'. Have you any knowledge of the disproportion as to numbers; can you give 
the Committee any idea of the extent of it ?-A t this moment I do not knOw that 
I can give the Committee an exact idea; I certainly have materials which would 
enable me to give the precise numbers; but, taking the convict population, I think 
the proportion of women to men is n«lt more than one in ten; but taking the free 
population, the disproportion is not so great, it is not probably more than one in 
three, or one in four. 

1160. Is it not therefore your opinion that few measures could be adoptp.d of 
more importance to the happiness and improvement o( that colony than sending 
out a certain number of women, as you have described ?-I am certainly of that 
opinion, and if the Committee would allow me, I would just beg leave to explain; 
I do not think it would be advisable to send out women to be married to convicts, 
while they are convicts·, but I think when men become free by pardon or service, 
and are certified to be of good character, and begin to establish themselves as 
settlers, that then it would be a good and prudent thing to send out women to be 
married to them; and in the same way those who were already established or free. 

1161. Are you of opinion that, as to women so sent out, it would be possible 
to arrange any plan of future remuneration by instalments on the part of the 
husband, with referenCE; to the expense of the passage ?-In some instances I cer
tainly think a remunetation could be had, but as a general principle I doubt very 
much whether there could; there might in some instances. 

,1162. Might not land be furnished to the convict settler, very much on the same 
principle which it is proposed to do to the emigrants, and subject to the same condi
tions ?-If the Committee will allow me, I will state what has hitherto taken place 
in the colony with reference to that subject. By the King's instructions, when the 
colorty was first established, it was directed that the convicts, after they became 
free by service or otherwise, should obtain a certain quantity of land, so much for a 
man; so much for a woman, and so much for a child; they were to obtain provisions 
for such a length of time as would enable them to subsist until they brought the 
land into a state of cultivation, and also seed and farming implements, from 
the cro,wn; and that was the practice for several years; and it is the men who 
were so settled, who now form the principal agricultural population of that 
country. Subsequently, the system of giving seed and agricultural implements, 
as the colol'ly became better supplie.d with these things from England itself, was 
discontinued; the practice, both as to convicts who had become free, and as to 
settlers of small capital who went out, to give them a certain quantity of land; 
and to give them a ce.rtain ratio~ of provisions for .8 months, and to give them 
one or more convict servants VIctualled by the crown, for the same period, 18 
months; some got four and some got six. That has been the mode hitherto in 
which the country has been settled. Therefore, I would say, of course it would' 
b& but a continuance of the same system, with a very little alteration as to the 
mode of doing it; it would be a continuance of that system to settle persons now 
in the colony at the same time and in the same way as it is proposed to settle the 
paupers from this country. 

1163. Under such a system, a convictor fr.ee labourer in the colony, who chose to 
make the same engagement that had been made with respect to the pauper emigrant 
ftom this country; he being on the spot, and all the expenses of the voyage being 
avoided, would be enabled to provide for the passage of his wife;, and to pay by: 
instaltnents ?-Yes, no doubt he would. . 

, 1164. Are you not of opinion, having agreed to the practicability of such all 
arrangement, that if a certain number of females were properly selected an~ 
sent' ~~er,: and confided' to the care of Government, individuals would be ready 
aAd ~illing to marl'Y those persons, on. the ,teqns of furnishing by instalments 

40>4-. ' .Q 2 .. ' the 



liZ MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

Mi. , the' repayment of the expense of their passage ?-No doubt of it; I am Quite of 
Edward Eager. that opinion. 
'--.... --------~ 
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Mr. Henr!l Bliss, called in; and delivered in the following Statement. 

• MY attention has been principally directed to the evidence of Mr. Uniacke, 
the attorney general for Nova Scotia. His information and experience on this sub
ject seem to me of the very best authority. The description he gives of tht! labours 
of the emigrant is very exact, and his opinion of the pra<;ticability of the proposed 
plan perfectly just. I do not know what person could have been selected from the 
colonies, whose opinion upon such a subject would be entitled to more weight. 

It appears to me that the emigration proposed might be directed to the province 
Of New Brunswick with greater facilities, and more useful results, than to any other 
'colony, for the following reasons: 

The passage to New Brunswick is shorter than to Quebec, and opportunities are 
more frequent than to Nova Scotia; either of which circulllstances ought in some 
degree to lessen the expense. 

On arriving, from the business and activity that prevails in every part of the pro-' 
vince, the emigrant will be more likely to find some casual employment and tem
porary assistance for his support. 

A more important reason is, that New Brunswick offers a larger quantity of 
vacant land, of a good description and in excellent situations. One of the greatest 
obstacles in the settlement of a new country is the want of roads, and the difficulty 
of making them; but so universal is the water communication throughout this pro
vince, that lots may be easily laid out abutting upon some stream, or at no great 
distance therefrom, which, besides supplying the want of roads, may afford conve-; 
nient seats for mills (another of the chief requisites which the emigrant finds it dif-, 
ficult to obtain,) and fish for his support. 

The winter here is colder than ill Nova Scotia, but the summer is warmer, and 
le~s clouded by fog; nor is the severity of the winter any inconvenience to the" 
labours of the emigrant; on the contrary, the snow makes fine roads over the whole 
country~ and as the frost continues uninterrupted, he enjoys the advantages it afforda 
for clearing his land, for Ii longer time, and without intermissioll. . 

Every thing which the settler has to buy is as cheap, if 1I0t cheaper, and 'every 
thing he has to sell is dearer, than in any other part of the colonies. Owing to th~ 
ease with which we can pay by the timber trade, manufactures from Great Britain 
are imported in abundance, and sold at reasonable profit; and owing to the excess 
of consumption above the produce of the country, arising from the same cause, the 
timber trade, corn of all kinds, meats, and all the fruits of the earth, and, abov6 all, 
the price of labour, is exorbitantly dea~. However this may operate on other 
dasse~, to the farmer and the emigrant it has the effect of a high premiulll. In no 
tase is the market distant, or access to it very difficult. 

Considerable sums of m,oney are appropriated every year by the Colonial Assem .. 
hly for repairing and impro\"ing the roads to the remote plantations, which are paid 
to the settlers themselves for their labour, and at the rate of from three to four shil .. 
lings a day. This must prove an important assistance to the emigrant. For the 
same pnrpose, a bounty is given for the clearing of new land, or rathel' for the first 
crop of corn raised upon such a clearance . 

. }'ro"? these circumstances, and from ~y acquaintance with the province, and from 
wltnesslllg the success of numerous emigrants, I have no doubt that after a period 
of ~even y.ea.rs repayments can well b~ made to I!0vernment for the supplies and 
assIstance It IS proposed to advance: . 1 hat t.here will be instances to the contrary, 
must be expected; but I am of opmlOn that III all such cases from the advance of 
the land in value, either ?y the ~artial improvements the settl~r may have made, or 
even by those of the nelghbourmg lots, government will find sufficient security for 
611 tbe outlay. ' 

8~t every thing will. depend on the description and charilcter of the persons sent. 
E~ghsh a~d Welsh ellllgrants ~ucceed well. The Scotch never fail; they are indus
tnou~, thflfty, sober, and obedient to the laws-qualities in which the Irish are often 
ddicient. As it seems by 1'1r. Uniacke's evidence that the Iri~h do so well ill Nova 
Scotia, I should hope the Scotch might be sent to liS. ' 

, .Mechanics of all kindsw~)Uld6nd ready empl?yment in this province, and pa~i. 
,~ularly carpenters and. mas?nts, -who would recel\-e wages from six lOlt:n shillings' 

ada,. 
• Mr. Bli~'\ ('\'idenre appt'ars in p. 101 supra. 



ON EMIGRATION FROM'THE UNITED' KINGDOM. 11, 
'1l da.y. Such emigrants would require no further advance than the expense of their 
passage, which they would be able to repay in the course of a twelvemonth. " 
, There exists in this province an Emigrant Society, supported by subscription and 
a small annual grant from the colonial revenue, whose objects are to encourage and 
assist the poor emigrant, in which they have been very useful, and, considering their 
limited means, very successful. They have planted several little settlements in dif
ferent parts of the country, which are doing extremely well, and will soon possess 
comparative comfort and abundance. 

Indeed the whole colony is little more than an aggregate of similar instances of 
success; and the encouragement it holds out to emigration tnay be learned as well 
from considering the nature and situation of the country, as the history of its 
·settlement. 

New Brunswick, with the Gulf of St. Lawrence on one side, and the Bay of 
Fundy on the other, possesses a valuable fishery on its own shores, and lies not far 
from those of Newfoundland and Labrador. Its coasts are indented with numerous 
bays and harbours, and the whole country intersected by rivers and lakes, and innu
merable smaller streams, to such a degree, that there is not, it is said, a point in the 
provirice eight miles distant from a navigable stream. In fertility of soil, it yields 
to no part of America. The face of the country is level, and is covered with an 
almost inexhaustible forest of large and fine timber; beneath are mines of coal, 
free-stone, lime and gypsum; and it may be added, that the ports of the Bay of 
Fundy are the only harbours, north of N ew York, that are never closed by ice. 

That thef'e advantages are not merely speculative, is shown by the progress of 
the colony. Forty-three years ago the country was one vast wilderness; uninhabited, 
~xcept by a few French Canadians and the thin and wandering tribes of the native 
Indians. At present it contains and supports 80,000 inhabitants, whose exports 
are I think underrated at 500,000 I. annually, which are principally exchanged fOf 

British manufactures, and which give employment (a thing of far higher conse
quence) to above 150,000 tons of British shipping, and more than 7,000 seamen. 
The colonists have been able to exchange their trees with the mother country for 
her various manufactures, their fish "'ith tbe West Indies for sugar and rum and 
gold and silver, and even their very stones fOi' bread with the United States. 

In addition to these, there are I think other reasons, of a political nature, for 
directing to this province the course of the proposed emigration. New Bruns
wick is at aU times the principal, and for the greater part of the year the sole 
route of communication, not only between the culonies themselves, hut hetwren 
the Canadas and the mother counh'Y, excepting through the United States. The 
United States may possibly again become an enemy's country, and the advantages, 
in that case, of possessing, not merely a route for the mails, but a military line of 
communication through this province, with Nova Scotia, with the sea, and with 
Great Britain, must, I conceive, most forcibly show the necessity of not only se
curing for New Brunswick a defensible frontier, which shall include and protect 
that,'communication, (an object which we are, I fear, in some danger of losing) but 
also in filling up the vacant land with a body of loyal and industrious emigrants, 
who, instead of being a burthen at hom!", woulrt find immediate employment for 
their own industry, and, becoming consumers of British manufactures, would add 
to the industry of the mother country, and auu to the strength and defence of the 
empire in an exposed and important point. 

I observe some questions were put to Mr. Uniacke, as to the colonies making 
provision for the expenses of their own civil and military establishment6. If it 
were thought necessary by His Majesty's government, I believe the colonies would 
already bear the expense of their civil list; not, however, without some inconve
nience, and I should be sorry, on many accounts, if such a requisition were at 
prescnt made. It is but a small sum for Great Britain to pay (that for New 
Brunswick amounting to but j,oool.) and at the same time a most important one 
for the colony to receive. Were it withdrawn, we should be compelled to divert 
too large a proportion of the provincial revenue from the making of roads and 
~ridges, improving the navigation of rivers, cutting canals, and establishing schools, 
objects of primary necessity in the planting a new country, to which that revenue i:; 
now principally devoted. This would' retard the advancement of tile colony, and 
consequently check or prevent the increase of cansumption and importation, and 
thus t tbinl( the mother country would lose more on the one hand, than she would, 
gain by the saving on the other. Be'sides, the payment of the civil list is' an im
portant link in the conoexion between the varent state a~d the colony, and if nut 
l~e most po\verful, is oot the least alluring. Such an advantage is palpable to the 
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understanding of every eolon~st, a~d must p~eft~ e~ena factious ma~ fr~m sayins 
or imagining that the con~ex.lOn ~)tb Great ~nta1n IS. onl~ felt by )t~ )~conveni~ 
endes. I am far from lDsmuatmg that thIs connexlOn IS valued prmclpally -for 
such a reason. The just and liberal ~overnment of the mother country, and pal' 
ticularly of l~te years, has est~bljsbed it, as w~ll by th? ties of interest ~s of affe~ 
tion; and it IS the hope and wish of tbe colomes that It Dlay,long contmue, as m 
all probability it will. . . 

Thus, it appears, the natural advantages and rapid advancement of tillS' colon, 
oft"er every thing to invite emigration, .which t~e political importance of its situa1lion 
seems almost to demand. The emIgrant, m.~tead of a pauper, becomes a pro~ 
J>rietor; instead of hearing the rev.?lti.ng doctrine, of. cbecki~g population, every 
thing about him encourages the prmclple more consIstent WIth the first law of 
lla.ture, and the first precept of Revelation, "to increase and multiply: t be leaves 
a suffici6flt provision for his children, and even ~rows rich with the growth of the 
country. The proposed plan I earnestly hope will be executed gradually on an ex~ 
tensive scale, and I believe it will add to the stock of national wealth and of human 
happiness. 

Henry Bliss, 
Agent for New Brunswick. 

Martis, 25- die Aprilis, 1826. 

Ed'loard Jeremiah Curteis, Esq. a Member of the House; Examined. 

1165. YOU are acquainted with the state of pauperism in several districts in the 
county of Sussex ?-I act as assistant chairman at the sessions, arid have been a 
magistrate for nearly forty years; and therefore the probability is, that I am well 
acquainted with it. ' , 

1166. Do you imagine that there is at this moment a permanent redundant popu
lation of labourers, able to work, but for whose services no adequate demand 
exists ?-I think there is a great superfluity of population, that is of labourers. who 
are at this moment out of employ; but I do not quite go the length of saying that' 
they are unnecessary; I ascribe this superfluity to four causes, three of which are 
temporary, and one is permanent; the one that is permanent, is in consequence of 
the land going out of cultivation from want of capital, for we have a great deal of. 
land that has gone out of cultivation (in a greater or less degree) from the distress 
and decay of the farmers; the three other temporary causes are, the failure of the 
country bank's, the great mortality among sheep, and the total failure of the crop of 
hops of last year. Certainly, the inferior lands at the back of the county of Sussex 
have gone very much out of cultivation, and the superior lands are not farmed in' 
so high a manner as heretofore; but if the land were in full cultivation, as it for
merly was, and if we had capital, I do not think we have more labourers than we' 
have occasion for. Still every body would say there was a great redundance of' 
labourers in all the parishes. at this time, in the eastern part of Sussex. 

1167· Are you of opinion that the parish rates are consequently encumhered 
with annual as:.istance to those labourers, whose services both permanent and tem-. 
porary causes. have rendered superfluous ?-I must, in justice to the magistrates 
and to the paflsh offi~ers, s~y that, generally speaking, I do not think the wages or 
la~our are. un~ecessanly paId by t.he poor-rates, though they are in some degree SQ 

paId, and m~vltably so, for. t?ere IS an over-abundant supply uf labour; and though' 
I and my neighbours are gIVmg I4S. a-week, I need not give more than lOS. to an 
a.ble.bodled labourer; b~t we have more labourers than we actually want at this 
time, from defect of .capltal. I must add! that I think the magistrates and the' 
oversee.rs lII~y be sa!d to kee~ up the prIce of wages as much as possible; the.:. 
Bench mvarIably deSire the pansh o~cers to .keep up the price of wages of labour, 
and generally they are not reluctant 111 comphance. 

116~8. Are any p.ersons. in the habit of receiving pari~h relief, independently of. 
, .. ages r--:-They .receive reh~f, alm.ost as a matter of course, if they have more than 
tbree chIldren, m s?me. panshes, If they have more than two; in most parishes they 1 

are expected to mamtam B:nd support three; and it is quite of course (for there ]5 

no~ no longer any s~ame 10 bemg upon the poor-rates) that if a man has three 
chddren, he takes rebef,. '~hether he be able to support them or not. . 

1169. Ate you of opmlon that th~ labourers in Su~ex, who find themselves per
~enUy ollt of employ, would be dIsposed to emigrate to any plrt of the Briii5h; 

. colonJ.ei 
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colonies abroad, provided they were ctmvinced that they would obtain a subsistence E. J. Cu,.t,iI, 
and acquire a degree of independence as the result of such emigration ?-I am ~ 
satisfied they woQld, to a great extent; I cannot persuade them to enlist in the 
naval or military service, by any inducement, but they all have an inclination to go 
abroad; the parishes frequently encourage them to go by an advance of money, b~t 
they very often return; I should think about one-fourth of those who have emi-
grated with the assistance of the parish, have returned again; and the parishes are 
DOW unwilling to contribute, lest they should not get entirely rid of the paupers, in 
consequence of their returning. 
. 1 )10. How much money have the parishes advanced in f.ases of that kind?
I think they have gone as far as thirty and forty pounds, to get rid of families. 
• 1171. For a familv of what number ?-A man and It woman, and five or six chil .. 
dren; they go to thevUnited States of America. I should say about one person in 
four returns, after having gone, finding that he must work when he gets to America; 
the object is idleness, or rather aD expectation of gaining a livelihood more easily 
than in this country. 

1172. Are you of opinion that in the event of the labourers being disposed to 
emi~rate, the parishes would be disposed to mortgage the poor-rates, in repayment 
of the whoie or part of the sum advanced for the purpose of emigration ?-I think 
eertainly. 

1173. You have stated to the Committee, that a great proportion of the emigrants; 
who have gone to the United States, have returned and become again chali'geab16 
to the parishes ?-Yes. 

) t 74. Are you of opinion that it would be desirable, in case of any extended 
assistance: being granted to emigration, to pass an Act depriving those emigrants 
J¥h~ partake of such facilities of the claims they legally have on the support of the 
parish?-I think it would be It very salutary act, and the people who should 
emigrate wouW have no induc:ement to return; they IDtlst then exert themselves 
when they were once abroad, knowing it would not avail them to return. . 

1175. Do not you consider that it is the provision by law, for their support, that 
induces theqI to return ?-Certainly, knowing that if they come back they,are to be 
assisted and mamtaiIJ.ed by the poor-ratest in a degree at least. 

1176., Ar-e you aware whether there area considerable number of Irish labourers 
wh~arrive in Sussex . during the harvest ?-There are some, but not to a very great 
extent; we have a great irruption, I may say, of barbarians from every part of the 
world during the time of harvest, but not peculiarly Irish; and particularly at the 
hop harvest, at which season vast multitudes flock down from London. ' 

1177. Are you of opinion that the wages of labour are reduced in consequence of 
the influx of labourers at that period ?-Of course they must be reduced in pro
portion as there is a superfluity or an additional or over-abundant supply; but 
during the time of harvest they do not work by the day, they always work by the 
acre. 

) 178. Are you of opinion that the harvest would be prejudiced if there were ndt 
this influx of labourers, at that period, or in other words, that the local labourers 
are suflic~ent for all t~e purposes of cultivati?n during the year ?-I should imagine 
not', I thmk those reSident are scarcely sufficient; when I go to the South Downs; 
and see the immense tracks of corn land, there must be an absolute necessity for 
some addition to the resident labourers. 
, 1179. Have you any kno,wledge of the sums that the Irish labourers gain during 

the time they stay hefe?-I think' that, they must earn, during the time of harvests 
from '38. to 48. Ii day; and an English labourer, who always does more work, as 
much as 68. a day in harvest., ' 

1.'180. ,A~e there any Eqglish labourers unemployed at that time?-No, no~ 
durmg the time of harvest, neither men nor women. ' 

118). Then in point of fact the English labourers are not injured by that irruptio~ 
of Irish labourers ?-It is probable that in proportion as there are more labourers 
coming in, the prices will of necessity be rather leES, and the harvest will be more 
briefty disposed of .. There is an observation in a letter I bad to-day, from the cder~ 
of ~e. magistrates of our petty sessions, upon the subject of emigration, which 
~ Will read to the Commttee; he says, " Emigrants occasionally retum, but not 
Itt ~eat~u~bers ; much the greater part remain abroad; and it would relieve our 
countr.y If It could, be en~ouraged,. beoause,it is generally the worst of the peopl8 
woo ~Ish to. -go.; . I tnean:the idle, a~d th~ w~ are' unwimn~ ?T unable to work at 
the different sorts. of..ork.~~ 1. will. deliver JD. to the. £runlDlttee: a letter~ 1 ha\tQ 

~ ~.r i Q 4' . received 
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received upon 'this subject, from the largest farmer in East Sussex, whooccupie5 
land rented beyond 3,000 I. per annum. 

[The same was delivered ill and read,' as /Ol/WI:] 

U Sir, " Bockley, April 23, 1826 . 
. e I conceive the subject of emigration to be deserving of the most serious atten .. 

tion of government, and likewise of a great many parishes, and particularly in this 
part of the country. Unless we can be relieved of the surplus labourers, the conse
quences in a short time must be dreadful; nearly every parish in this part of the 
country has a large surplus of labourers, with an immense increase following very 
dose. The great cause of this has been by the over indulgence of the magistrates 
towards the poor. ' 
, "I have about eighty labourers in my own employment. and I can safely say their 
~arnings are as follows: sixty of them from 13 s. to 14s. per week, the remaining 
twenty men inferior, from lOS. to 11 s· per week. Notwithstanding these wages are 
paid, I could easily reduce the whole to lOS. per week, as we have a considerable 
surplus doing little or nothing; but our wish is to keep every man from the poor
rate, not havmg more tban three children not able to work. I must here too observe, 
that the difficulty of raising money to pay for labour and the support of the poor 
in this neigbbourhood, is greater than ever I rem.ember. I do not think that it can 
be said that- any part of the poor-rates are apphed for the payment of any part of 
the labour in this neighbourhood. The most grievous thing the agl'iculturallahourer 
has to complain of, is the duty on malt; I firmly believe, with the exception of my 
own men, that not one in ten of them get a pint of beer, or any thing but water, 
from week's end to week's end; I take upon me to find them in malt at the cheapest 
rate I can, and at this time 30 per cent less than they can purchase it. 

" Our poor, cburch, and highway rates are 11 s. in tbe pound, on the full value 
of the land. Tithes are in every parish up to their full value. 

" The expense for cultivating an acre of land for wheat, by the time you house 
it, throughout this neighbourhood, is not less .than 9 s. 10 d.; I. cannot be mis
taken on this point; therefore we are barely paId at the present prices. 

Ie I am Sir, your obedient Servant, 

.. Samuel Selmes." 

" P. S.-I never before remember so many labourers leaving this part of the 
country for America, as at this time." 

The person who wrote that letter states that in the parish of Winchelsea, \\'here he 
has land, he has paid 30 s. an acre for poor-rates, from lady-day 1825 to lady-day 
1826, which sum does not exceed the average of the whole parish; and about 3s. 
an acre for church and highways, and:' s, for tithes. I think the rates in Winchel
sea are, upon the whole, 'the highest of any parish I know of in the county. It is 
a curious and an extraoroinary fact, that the parish burthens of Winchelsea come 
up to 40 s. an acre. With respect to those who have gone abroad, I have not seen 
any good effect from it, for our cot~agesare increasing in number immensely, and 
some how or other the cottages are mstantly filled; as soon as a family is taken out 
of a cottage and sent abroad, another family instantly comes to supply the vacuum' 
perhaps this may be ascribed to the eager desire of the ow~ers to get rent, and 
they get ~no~molls rents; and I am sorr~ to say that the parish too often pays the 
rents, which IS a great abuse. The fact IS, that people who cannot maintain them
selves, a.lwa~s. contrive ~o pay th~ir rent by the aid of the parish, or in some way, 
and I thmk It IS a .great ~nconvemence that those cottages are never taxed; in fact, 
the landlord puts mto hIS own pocket the rate that there ought to be upon the 
cottage. 

1 182 .. Are you of opini?ll th~t the p~rishes are at present burthened with perma
nent agncultural poor, which might emlgr?-te. and that it would be desirable to pull 
~own the cottages of the persons so removmg ?-It would be a very good thing that 
It should be done; but our cottages are extremely valuable, I think a cottage is 
worth from 150 I. to 2001., , 

• 11 8~. Do you mean to say that a ~otta&e, in which one of those paup,er lab~uren 
bves, .1$ of that value ?-I do, almost Invariably; any person passing through the 
counties of Kent an~ Sussex would see cottages p~sses5ing comfol~ts ami conveni .. 
,nclcs such as one Ilught maKe a very tolerable shift witb. oneself, 

t1~4" In 
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., . :. l 1B4A ' In what manner is the rent defrayed of !h0~e very exp~n.sive cott~ges?
In the case of paupers receiving relief, from the pansh Itself; and It IS a practice very 
pernicious but very prevalent, that of paying the rents of cottages; so t~at. the 
occupiers of land in the parish derive a great benefit frOID it. One person Just.die.s 
himself by saying, My neighbour has a high rent, alld I must have the same. 
_. 'i ,85. What is the average amount of those rents per cottage ?-I can speak of 
a great many parishes where it is 5 I. and frequently more, bu.t 5 l. would be the 
average; and long since my memory 40,s. was the universal pnce for a cottage by 
the year, with a good garden. • 

1186. Even paupers pay that ?-I do not think a parish pauperlives in a cottage 
at a les price than 51. a year rent, generally. 

1187. Do the parishes sometimes build cottages for paupers ?-Very rarely; t?ey 
do sometimes, certainly; every where there are cottages which belong to the parish, 
with us. 

1'188. Do the emigrants you have mentioned, when they arrive in America, c()m
plain of not finding anybody to put them in the way of getting on, and directing 
them wh~re to go?-No. 1 have takeD some pains upon that subject; ~nd 
I think theil' return must be ascribed to idlenc::;s or an indiposition to exertion, for 
they found it was necessary to work hard to ~et a livelihood in the United States, 
amI n01so necessary here, because the parish were bound to maintain them if they 
chose to be idle. 

1189. 'Can you inform the Committee why those emigrants have preferred emi
grating to the United States, rather than to the British AlI)erican colonies ?-I think 
ids owing to the shorter distance' and to ignorance, for they were not aware that 
there were any accommodations or assistanc€: to be received in Canada .. It has b~en 
the pcaclice to go to the United States for a great time past, they went in expecta
.cion of meeting some of their friends or acquaintance there; but I do not imagine 
that if they were aware of the accommodation and aid they could have in Canada, 
they WQuid so much .resort to the United States; and I believe if they c.ould con
trive to get to New Holland or Australia they would infinitely prefer that; and 
lknow that a great numher of farmers, having some capital, have gone out there, 

-mKl hav-e done well. 
1190. Do not you think they would prefer to go where there was a demand for 

handicraft labour, rather than where there was a demand for agricultural labour ? 
-Certainly those who are what we call, technically, Tradesmen, that is, mechanics, 
who have a knowledge of some art or handicraft, would; and in all cases they 
have st.aid, and have done well. 

, 191. You think they would prefer some labour of that kind, rather than working 
on the ground ?-I think people of that sort have gone, because where they (the 
mechanics) do get employ, they get good 'v ages, and they have all staid. I would._ 
wish to say a word with respect to workhouses: We have found that the union of 
parishes has been uniformly bad, and we are now very doubtful whether it .is not I 

desirable to put·do'!l1·!he workhouses; some parishes have begun it; we find that 
in almost all cases the workhouses lead to a great deal of evil; whenever an able
bodied pauper and his family get into the workhouse, they are so well maintained 
and supported, that it is very difficult to get them out again on any terms; we can
not get them out without providing them a cottage, so that we are working in 
a circle. We take them into the workhouse from the cottage, thinking they will 
mend their dissolute habits, and that they will not like the confinement and di~
cipline; but when they are ollce there, they do 1ike that mode of life exceedingly 
well, for they live almost in idleness there; and when they are put into cottages 
again from the workhouse, being therein already .a nuisance, they breed at a grel;lt 
rat~, a~ well the wife as the unmarried daughters, and thus are a nuisance to the 
parIsh 10 the cottage. Indeed, a workhouse may very properly be called a recep
tacle for the maintenance and propagatIon of bastards. 

1.19:. Do not you th!nk this prl!ctice of paying for cottages to farmers, for the 
habItatIOn of paupers,. IS a great encouragement to the extension and abuse of the 
P?or-rates?-Yes, I consider ,it to be a great abuse, the paying of the rents Qut of 
~he poor-rates, and I think it would be very desirable (a.nd it has been the practice 
m some towns, by special Act of' Parliament) that the landlords should be taxed 
for the cottages, and that would check an excessive rent, but now it is a species of \ 
p~pe~:that bears no burden wnatever. I would ""ish to mention to the Com
unttee.,:to s~o~ how.much pop.ulation is on -the in~.rea$~, what appearst,o.":Jf' to I 
be very surpnsmg, that upon searching the reo'isters of a areat number of'paflshes, 
and.getting the.clergyman to make Ollt a list ~f the births and burials, the result 
4°4.' R IS, 

E. I. Curleis, 
~Sg. 
~ 

'25 April, 
li26. 



118 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE. SELECT COMMITTEE 

E. J. Curlei., is,- that there are considerably more' than four births to one buria]; r should say 
Esq. five. but it micrht appeal' an exaggeration. ~ 

'-------------- , 1:193. To :hat extent is that ascertained ?-By going through the registers of 
25i;:~.il, some of the parishes of the Rape of Hastings for the last ten years. 

Parish of BATTEL, in the Rape of Hastings, in the County of Susse.l'. 

AN ACCOUNT of Monies received and paid by the Churchwardens and Ovel'seers of the Poor 
of the said Parish, for the Year ending the 25th day of March 1826. 

A ST A TEM ENT of the SUNDRIES: 

Expenses of the Assistant Overseer apprehending Persons for Bastardy, 
removing Paupers, attending Sessions, &c. 

Mutton given to Persons ill 
Porter, Wine and Spirits given to Persons ill (by order of the Medical Gen-

tlemen) 
Paid for Labour at the Farm 
RepairiIjg the upper Well - - - -
Repairing Workhouse and Parish Cottages 
Insurance of Workhouse and Cottages, Tythe for Farm, and Land Tax for 

Workhouse Fields 
Paid for Labour. repaid to the Parish - - - -
One Year's Interest for £.100 Donation of }Irs. C. Philcox 
Part of Rent of Workhouse Land 
Tax forgiven, and not available -
Balance oflast Year's Account 
Sundries -

RECElPTS: 

Amount of Money raised by Rates or Assessments 
Amount of other Monies received 

TOTAL 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Amount paid in Flour and Potatoes 
in Money - -
in Clothing 
in Rents 
in Firing 
to Persons taking Children as Servants 
to Widows 
for Medical Attendance -
for Bastard Children 
in W orkhol,lses 
in Sundries 

Total Disbursements for actual Relief of the Poor • 

Amount paid for Law Expenses 
County Rates - • - - - _ 
Repairs of Church (if paid out of POOl'S' Rates) 
Repairs of Highways (if paid out of Poors' 

Rates) 
to Constables 
at Inns on Parish Business 
in Stationery, and making up Accounts and pre-

paring Rates, - - - _ _ _ 

Salaries to Assistant Overseer and Governor of the Workhouse _ 
Vestry Clerk 
Governor of the Workhouse -
Parish Ringers 
Parish Singers 

Total Disbursements 

The gross Amount of Relief in Cash, Clothes, Flour, Rents, 1 
'Firing, &c. given to Families where there are more than two ~ 
Children - - - - - - - - -J 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

£. 

- - -
- - -
- - £. 

£. s. d. 
86 11 3 

394 4 -
66 10 -

278 10 3 
10 16 -
17 13 -

227 5 -
56 9 6 

274 - 6 
gOl 12 3 

1,080 19 7 

3,394 1\ 4 

110 ;j ., 
v 

147 12 3 
-

126 7 -
25 1 -

3 10 -
5 16' 4 

80 - -
15 10 ---
-

3,908 13 2 

740 10 9 

The Number of Persons who have been relieved permanently du 
Amount of such Relief - - - • _ _ 

ring the Year -
- - -'. 

The Number of Persons who have received casual Relief during 
Amount of such Relief : - - _ _ '. 

:the Year -
- . . 

£. 6. rI. 
29 18 -
6 10 3 

8 12 -
180 9 -
65 10 2 

26 5 -

23 7 -
389 13 6 

5 -
3 

31 10 -
278 14 2 

32 10 6 
1,080 19 7 

3,340 19 6 
723 18 9 

4,064 18 3 

, 

99· 
£,,589: 3. 4 

--
74· 

£.118. 8 . 
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Parish of BEXHILL, in the Rape of Hastings, in the 

County of Slls.~e.l" 

AN ACCOUNT of Monies received and paid by the Churchwardens and Overseers of the 

Poor of the said Parish, for the Year ending the 25th day of March 1826. 

RECEIPTS: 

Amount of Money raised by Rates or Assessments 

Amount of other Monies received 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Amount paid in Flour • 

in Money 

in Clothing 

in Rents 

in Firing 

TOTAL 

to Persons taking Children as Servants 

to Widows 

tor Medical Attendance • 

for Bastard Children 

in Workhouses 

in Sundries 

Total Disbursements for actual Relief of the POOl' • 

Amount paid for Law Expenses • 

County Rates 

Repairs of Church, (if paid out of Poors' 
Rates) 

Repairs of Highways, (if paid out of Poors' 
Rates) 

to Constables 

at Inns, on Parish Business 

" in Stationery, and making up Accounts and 

£. 

£. s. d. 

669 3 

49 3 6 

276 1~ I 9 

91 5 -
54 1~ 

I 

159 9 

40 

109 9 
1,028 5 '% 

700 - 10 
-----

3,178 8 6 

24 18 2 

125 9 lIt 

9 12 9 

preparing Rates - 8 14 

Salaries to Assistant Overseer 

Vestry Clerk 

Governor of the Workhouse 

Parish Ringers -

Parish Singers 

Total Disbursement. 

The gross Amount of Relief, in Cash, Clothei, Flour, Rents,} 
Firing, &c. given to Families where there are more than 
two Children - - - - _ • - , • - -

105 

30 

- 12 -

901 4 6 

The Number of Persons who have been relieved permRnently during the Year 

Amount of such. Relief 

The Number of. Persons who have received casual Relief during the Year 

Amount of such Relief 

R2 

.. 

£. s. d. 

3,064- 3 3 

427 2 11.f 

-------
3,491 6 2t 

454· 

, £.590. .13. o. 

220. 

£.73. '5· 3· 

E. J. Curteis, 
Esq,. 
~ 

'25 April, 
.8'16. 
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Parish of NINFIELD, in the Rape of Hastings, ID the 

County of Susu.r. 

AN ACCOUNT of Monies received and paid by the Churchwardens and Ovel'5eers of the Poor 

of the said Parish, for the Year ending the 25th day of March 1826. 

RECEIPTS: 

Amount of Money raised by Rates or Assessments 

Amount of other Monieii received. • 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Amount paid in Flour 

in Money 

in Clothing 

in Rents 

TOTAL 

in Firing - - - _ _ 

to Persons taking Children as Servants 

to Widows 

for Medical Attendance • 

for Bastard Children 

in Workhouses 

in Sundries 

Total Disbursements for actual Relief of the Poor -

Amount paid fbr Law Expenses -

County Rates - - - _ _ _ 

Repairs of Church (if paid out of Poors' 
Rates) - - - - _ _ _ 

Repairs of Highways (if paid out ofPoors' 
Rates) - - - _ _ _ _ 

to Constables -

at Inns, 1>n Parish Business - _ _ _ 

in Stationery, and making op Accounts and 
preparing Rates - - _ _ _ _ 

£. 

£. s. d. 

,87 3 3 
82 14 7 

140 19 1 i 
144 4 6 

go 14 2 

26 8 -

[j0 4 -

13 7 6 

26 - -

373 18 3i 
270 2 4 1----

go Ig 4-

31 11 5 f 

19 3 11 

23 19 4 

5 2 'l 

Salaries to Assistant Overseer 

Vestry Clerk -

Governor of the 'YorkhoUlie 

~ I 
- j 

40 - -

Parish Ringers • 

Parish Singers " 

Total Bisbursements 
1-----__ 

The gross Amount of Relief, in Cash, Clothes . Floor Rent:s '1 
Firing, &c. given to :Families where 'there ~re m~retba~, 545 15 7 i 
two Children - - - - - . - - - -J I=="======:::::==I 

The Number of P~ns who bave,been relieved permanently dUFingthe Year,-
;Amount of such Relief - - _ _ _ _ _ 

The NUmber of Persons who have receitedcasual Rcliefduring the 'V eat- _ 
Amount of such Relief - - - _ _ _ 

£. I. d. 

1,495 6 6 

-96 14 1() 

16. 

't. 49. '8. 10. 

4"2. 

£. 159 17. 10. 
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Parish of -NORTHIAM, in the Rape of Hastings, in the 

County of Susse..l'. 

AN. ACCOUNT of Monies received and paid by the Churchwardens and Overseel's of the 

Poor of the said Parish, for the Year ending the 25th day of March 1826. 

RECEIPTS: 

Amouut of Money raised by Rates or Assessmentt! -

Amount of other Monies received . 

Amount paid in Flour 

in Money 

in Clothing 

in Rents 

in Firing 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

to Persons taking Children as Servants 

to Widows 

for Medical Attendance -

tor Bastard Chiluren 

in Workhouses 

in Sundries 

TOTAL 

Total Disbursements for actual Relief of the Poor 

Amount paid for Law Expenses 

County Rates 

Repairs of Church (if paid out of Poors' 
Rates) 

Hepairs of Highways (if paid out of Poors' 
Rates.) 

to Constables -

at Inns, on Parish Business 

in Stationery, and making up Accounto and pre
paring Rates 

Salaries to Assistant Overseer 

V cstry Clerk 

Governor of the Workhouse -

Parish Ringers 

Parish Singers 

Total Disburt>cments 

1 
-J 

The gross Amount of Relief, in Cash, Clothes, Flour, Rents,1 
Firing, &c. given to Families where there are more than two

J
, 

Children - - - - - - - - -

£. 

£. s. d. 

258 8 1 ! 
~ 

395 19 7f 

21 B 71 

- 18 -

18 6 -t 
153 5 -

15 - -
91 18 (j 

670 19 8! 

150 18 7 ~. 
-------

1,777 2 31 

-:'7 :j 

45 18 5f 

4 -t 

50 - -

10 8 -

---------------

The Number of Persons who have been relieved permanently during the Year -

, Amount of such Relief 

The Number of Persons who hare received casuaJ'Reliefduring the Year 

Amount of'such Relief :. -

RS 

f,. s. d. 

1,733 17 7i 
20 3 4 10 

1,937 2 51 

80. 

£.494· 17· 1~. 

54· 
£.114. 13· 8f· 

E. J. Curieil, 
£,q. 

'._~ __ --J 

25 April, 
18~6. 



E. J. CUI'ft", 
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~ 
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12~ MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT CO~nllTTEE 

Parish of SALEHURST, in the Rape of Hustillgs1 in the 

County of Sussea'. 

AN ACCOUNT of Monies received and paid by the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Poor 
of the said Parish, fur the Year ending the 25th day of March 18'26. 

A STATEMENT of the SUNDRIES: 

Vicarage Tithe, Tax include.d in ~h~ four Rates, but not received 
Overseer's Expenses, attendmg Slttmgs, &c. - - 0 

Carpenter's Bills 
Postage of Letters 
Blacksmith's Bills 
Burial Fees, Baptisms, &c. 
Expenses on Fire Engine 
Lost Taxes 
Glazier's Bills 
Bricklayer's Bills 

RECEIPTS: 

Amount of Money raised by Rates or Assessments 

Amount of other Monies received 

0" 

-
I -

- I 

- ! - I 
I , 

£. 

£. s. tI. 
17'2 12 6 

10 3 6 
30 4 9 

3 14 1 
4 6 4 

18 5 8 
2 12 -
7 10 3f 
3 7 5t 

3 7 

~54 - '2 

2,81 4 7 11 f 
136 4 61. z --_._---

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Amount paid in Flour 
in Money 
in Clothing 
in Rents 

TOTAL 

in Firing - - 0 0 -

£. s. 

747 18 
575 1 

31 5 
70 '2 
- 11 

157 19 

£. 

d. 
11 
10 

2 

3 
6 I 

3 
! 

to Persons taking Children as Servants 
to Widows 
for Medical Attendance -
for Bastard Children 

276 12 
65 8 

j 
61.1 z 

185 18 -
in vVorkhouses 
in Sundries 

358 6 llt 
4 6 4t 

Total Disbursements for actual Relief of the Poor - £. 2,473 10 11 i 

Amount paid for Law Expenses -
County Rates - -
Repairs of Church (if paid out of Poors' 

Rates) 
Repairs of Highways (if paid out ofPoors' 

Rates) 

to Constables -
at Inns, on Parish Business 
in Stationery, and making up Accounts and pre

paring Rates 

Salaries to Assistant Overseer -_} 
Ve~try Clerk - -
Governor of the Workhouse 
Parish Ringers -
Parish Singers 

Sundries, as per Account annexed 

TOTAL Disbursments 

10 19 -

95 2 6f 

13 18 3 
12 3 11 

6 - 11 t 
go 

The gross Amount of Relief, in Cash, Clothes, Flour, Rents,l 
Firing, &c. given to Families where there are more than two I 990 10 8 f 
Children - - - - - - - - -j 1=====1 

The Number of Persons who have been relieved permanently during the Year 

Amount of such Relief 

The Number of Persons who have received Casual Relief during the Year 

Amount of. such Relief 

2,950 12 6 

8'l7· 

£.1,921 • I. gI. 

205. 

£.324. 14· ui· 
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Parish of PEASMARSH, In the Rape of Hastings, In the 

County of SusseJ: .. 

AN ACCOUNT of Monies received and paid by the Churchwardens and Overseers of the 

P(lor of the said Parish, fur the Year ending the 2.sth day of March 1826. 

In Sundries is included Four Journies to Battel, to get the Poor-book signed - 2 - -L
·s. d• 

In Law Expenses Four Journies to Battel with Paupers, conveying them to their 
, Settlements, and Conveyances - - - - - - - the Law Bill was only 4 7 6 

RECEIPTS: 

Amount of l\loney raised by Rates or Assessments 

Amount of other Monies recl'ived 

TOTAL - £. 

Balance due to the Overseers, 25 March 1825 

Balance now in his hand!! - - 25 March 1826 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

Amount paid in Flour 
in Monev 
in Clotlling -
in Rents 
in Firing 
to Persons taking Children as Ser-

vants 
to Widows -
for Medical Attendance 
for Bastard Children (Balance) 
ill W orkhousCl; 
ill Sundries -

Total Disbursements tor actual Relief} £ 
of the POUI' - - - - • 

Amount paid for Law Expenses 
County Rates -
Repairs of Church (if paid out 

of Poors' Hates) -
Repairs of Highways (if paid out 

of POOl'S' Rates) - - -
to Constables - Assessor 
at Inns, on Parish business (Fire for 

the year) 
in Stationery, and making up Ac

counts and preparing Rates -

Salaries to Assistant Overseer -
Vestry Clerk 
Governor the Workhouse -
Parish Ringers 
Parish Singers 

£. s. d. 
41 2 11 i 
29 17 2 i -- .. ---

168 19 8! z 
241 12 5t 
93 11 7t 
38 4 
6 G 

5~ 7 4 
III 11 
20 

9 15 
205 ;3 11 ~ 

6 III 5 

16 4 1 

49 5 6 f 

2 4 

1 16 6 

20 

TOTAL Disbursements t. 1,013 11 lli 

~o l'amiliel, { The gross Amount of Relief, in Cash, Clothes, 
"ilh Flour, Rents, Firing, &c. given to Families 

~ Children. where there are more than two Children 272 12 11 

The Number of Persons who have been relieved permanently 
during the Year -

Amount of such Relief - - -
The Number of Persons who have received casual Relief during 

the Year 
Amount of such Relief - - , 

£. s. d. 

1,051 11 9 

33 - 4f ------
1,084 11 1 t 

71 - 2 

1,013 11 llf 

6 6 -

20 
9 15 -
6 12 5 

,93 6 61 
-----.-.--

£. 924 3 6 I, 

F. J. Curiei.f. 
Esq. 

"----.....,--
25 April, 

1826. 



Sir 
Julm'stb,ight, 

Bart. 
'-----.....,-----J 

25 April, 
1826. 

124 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

Sir John Sehrigh/, Bart. a Member of the House; Examined. 

J J 94. ARE you of opinion that emigration might be beneficiaHy carried on from 
some parts of the kingdom ?-I am entirely unacquainted with Ireland, and what 
I have to state to the Committee is merely matter of opinion, as relating, not to 
England-in general, but, to the effect that emigration might have upon one particwar 
parish. In a parish belonging entirely to myself, I would, without hesitatiGn, go to 
very considerable expense, to furnish the means of emigrating to certain individuals 
and to certain families, provided that such families and such individuals cooW be 
induced to go as I should select; supposing the whole parish to belong to me, s~ 
that I could have the perfect control of the population ; and to wevent the space 
from being filled up again, I wouid, withont the slightest hesitation, at once engage 
to pay a pretty considerable sum per family, or per head, for sending those persons 
out of the country. Since I conversed with the honorable Chainilan upon thi~ 
subject, I have mentioned it to several persons in Hertfordshire, who are well 
acquainted with the su!~ject of parochial rates, and who all agree with me in 
opinion; but I should wish it to bf:! understood, that this applies entirely to England, 
and I do not ,pretend to say what effect it might have upon the redundancy of the 
-population generally; I only speak of the effeet it would have upon this particular 
parish; first of all I should get rid of some very bad subjects, and secondly I should 
prevent the population of that parish from becoming too large, as I should take 
ctjre _ th~t no stranger gained a settl~ment in that parish, and '1 should prevent the 
-population from increasing, by sending out children as apprentices, so as to get them 
settled in some other parish. 

I J-95. Supposing that yon had a parish under the circumstances that you describe, 
what sum should you be disposed. to give to remove some of the pauper population, 
taking them in the proportion of a man, a woman, and three children ?-I have not 
cGOsidered the -subject sufficiently to -state that, but I should be inclined to give 
a pretty large sum. . 

1196. Should you be disposed to give J 5t. a .head ?-Decidedly: or more. 
1 197. The class of paupers whose emigration you would wish to facilitate, would 

be persons who, provided they were industrious, would be competent to earn their 
livelihood in Canada ?-The first class of persons I should select would be persons 
having large families, the next would be men of bad character, and families of bad 
character; there are families in which the children are brought up from their infancy 
to steal turnips, wood, &c. and it is thus by degrees they become regular thieves. 
My first object would be: and perhaps with me it would be a greater object even 
than the getting rid of the _ redundant population, to send away those families. 
I strongly recommended to a parish, at any expense, to .get rid of those bad families, 
but I could not induce them to do so. There were, 10 one of them, five of the 
children, boys and girls, afterwards transported. 

1198. Supposing that hy givin.g 15t. or 20 t. a-head you could accomplish this 
purpos~, would you ~refer to give that in ~ c~rtain sum, or to give an annuity fm· 
it, whIch would ultImately repay the pnnclpal ?-A ready-money payment is 
generally matter of very great inconvenience to men of landed property, who of teo 
have no ready money, and I conceive that if they were convinced that the measure 
was likely to answe~, the~ would much sooner agree to a charge on their property. 
Men of landed property 111 general have not much ready money; as the father of 
a family myS'elt~ I should thi!lk it fair, -that whatever was to be a permanent benefit 
to the property, shottld be laId upon the land, and not taken from money that might 
be wanted for the purpose of proyiding for younger children. At the same time I 
should consider myself in honour bound to regard myself as a trustee for those who 
are to sllcceed to t~le lan~,. and should feel ve.ry great difficulty in burthening my eState 
upon any speculatIv('. op~mon~ of my own WIthout a great deal of conside17ation ; but 
I a~ perfectly convlllceo that the landed proprietors of England, if they were 
convmced of the effica~y of the measure, they would be much more inclined to lay 
some .burthe~ upon· theJr estates than t'opay the money down. . . 

1 ~.9.9. ~ltb?~t referen~e to the cas~ of the ~hole property in a parish being held 
by a sl~gle mdJv.ldual, wh~ch ~ ... <?uld gtve a umty of action, are you of opinion that 
an~ par!sh, haVIng ~t ~ld ot Jts redund~tlt population by means of a system of 
ertngtatt?ri, WQuld be disposed ~o take practIcal ?le~sures for preventing a recurrence 
of the evIl ?-M;y expenence 10 regard to vestnes IS such as to make me not at aU 
depend upon 'thei, acting upon any principle of common sense or comlllon prudence. 
I ';1ave endeavour~d topers.u~de farmers not to take strangers as ser¥ants,.so.as-1o 
gam settlements III the parIShes, and to burthen the parish they themselves belong 

to, 
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to, and to the rates of which they are chargeable; but each considers his own Sir 
,individual interest, and they say agricultural servants taken from a distance are JohnBSe.~righl, 
. better than those belonging to the parish, which is true. The system that has been ~ 
lately introduced of select vestries is,· in my opinion, an improvement; but the 25 April 
proprietors of the soil are more likely to enter into measures of this sort than the 18116. ' 

.tiumers, whose tenure is, in many cases, very precarious. 
1200. Are you of opinion that the introduction of Irish labourers, at particula .. 

. periods of the year, has any injurious effect upon the English labourers ?-The ad
: vantage we receive from the Irish labourers is very great in harvest, and I am not 
aware that any inconvenience whatever results f!'Om them. N ow I am on the sub
ject of Irish labourers, I think it right to bear my testimony to their meritorious 
conduct; we have a great number of them in our country, and they sometimes 
arrive too soon for the harvest, and are then to be seen walking about the country 
almost starved, for perhaps a week or ten days, when there is no employment f~r 
them; and I can take upon myself to say, as a country gentleman and as a magI
strate, that their conduct has been invariably most exemplary; I never had one 
-brought before me, as a magistrate, though there are numbers employed every year 
in the vicinity of my house, and I have seen those men walking about the country 
in very great ciistress. There is one thing that they do, which perhaps may be 
deemed prudent, they beg their way home, and get what they can from the parish 
officers on the road, when perhaps they have five or ten pounds in their pockets; 
,this is constantly occurring, and I have frequently known them taken up as vagrants 
for be/!ging under these circumstances; but I never knew them commit an act of 
violence in any one instance; in short, I can say that I have no recollection of one 
of them having been brought before me in my life, and yet I have seen them suffer 
a great deal; . they do not interfere with our labourers, we have none of them but in 
harvest and at hay-making. The rate of wages is, in. my opinion, universally too 
low in this country; in fact, I consider the poor-rates as being in part applied to 
the payment of labour. > The rate of wages in harvest is sufficiently high; therefore 
if these Irish labourers do affect the rate of wages at that time, it is extremely be
neficial to the farmers, and not, as I think, injurious to the labourers; if we had not 
those Irish people, the men would conduct themselves in such a way in harvest, 
that it would be hardly possible to manage them; and I think if they got more than 
they do, they would be always drunk . 

• 
T¥illiam Gabbett, Esq., called in; and Exantined. 

1201. YOU are acquainted with the state of the population of the county of 
Limerick ?-Very well. 

1202. You are a resident country gentleman ?-I am . 
. 1203. In what part of the county of Limerick do you reside?-Within five miles 

of the town of Limerick, at Castle ConnelJ, up the Shannon. .. 
1204. Is there considerable distress prevailing among the population ?-Very great 

distress just now, in consequence of the very high price of all kinds of agricultural 
produce. 

1205. You speak of a part of the population that do not benefit from that increase 
of the price of agricultural prod uce ?-Yes. 
o 1206. Of mere paupers? - Yes, paupers, from want of employm;n t. 

1207. Are not they a class, however, who produce their own food ?-From the 
want of employment I do not think it is possible they can; we have no sort of manu-
facture, nothing but agriculture. . 

1208. Do not they generally produce their own food; are not they small land
holders ?--Tbe very small land-holders in general produce their own food, nothing 
but potatoes. . 

120g. Has there been any deficiency in the usual crop this year ?-A considerable 
deficiency in the last summer's produce, of potatoes particularly, which occasions 
the great distress just now. 

1210. Do you <=onceive, with respect to the demand for laLour, that there is a 
redundancy of population ?-A very considerable redundancy, so much so, that 
every person that can amass a very few pounds is emigrating as fast as he can 
from that part of the country. 
• -1211. Do you consider that to be. not an extraordinary case, but the general 
and; permanent state of the country?-I consider it not an extraordinary case, it 
would take place if the scarcity of produce did not exist at present. 
. 1212. :ro~.~ave stated, that there is a disposition to emigrate?-A very consi

derable dlSposltlon. 
,404· J S ]213. Hes 
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121 3. Has it been acted upon to any great extent ?-I do not know what the 
ship~ents are of that class of people who have gone out on speculation, but I am 
sorry to say all the best description of our mechanics \11 the country; where the 
poor labourer is able to amass a sum of money to enable him to go, he takes ad
vantage of it. 

1214. ,\ re they people of small capital?-Yes, that have sold every thing tQ 
bear their passage out. . 

1215. Then they are not the pauper population ?-Yes, that is the mischief, they 
leave all their children and families generally behind them, who are a great load 
just now upon the bounty of the public, we having no poor laws. . 

1 216. Then the persons that go are those that are best able to support themselves 
by labour ?-That description of people entirely. 

1217. Do you think that in the case of the pauper population being taken away, 
that class of labourers and mechanics would still go ?-I think so; the want ·of 
employment for all kind of labour in the country is the occasion of that emigration. 

J 218. But, on the supposition that the more worthless part of the population were 
taken away, would not the good part of the population have a temptation to stay?
I do not think it would induce them. 

1219. Have the landlords in any cases contributed to the emigration ?--In no in
stance that I know of. 

1220. Do the landlords conceive they would be benefited by a reduction of the 
number of people upon their estates ?-I am an instance among a great many others, 
whenever I get part of my estate into my hands I generally keep it in my own hands, 
instead of reletting it, for I should relet it subject to great loss if I relet it to the pauper 
population, and it is the habit of every gentleman to keep his lands in hi~ own hands. 

1221. You consider that great mischief has been incurred by the habit of sub
letting land ?-Certainly. 

1222. And there is a general disposition now, on the part of landlords, to prevent 
the recurrence of it?-Y es; which throws a great distressed population upon the 
country. 

1223. Must it not be attended with very great distress to individuals to be turned 
out of lands upon which they have long subsi~ted ?-·N 0 doubt of it. 

12:J4. Is there any relief or resource for the population so turned out ?-No re· 
S.Ollrce whatsoever. -", 

1225. Then must they not contribute very much to disturbance and mischief ill 
the country?-Most assuredly; all the outrages in fact, in Ireland, have proceeded 
from that circumstance. 

1226. Do they generally pay their rent regularly ?-No; the miEchief of under .. 
letting in Ireland is such, tbat when a person marries his daughter or marries his son, 
he divides that property that he rents under a gentleman of property in the country, 
as a portion to every child, which tends to increase the popUlation most materially. ' 

1227. Do you not conceive that the extension and continuance of that syst~1ll of 
sub· letting must ultimately lead to such a subdivision of the ground as that it would 
afford no more than the subsistence of the people who cover it ?-Decidedly. 
. 1228. And leave nothing for rent or profit to the proprietor ?-Decidedly; I know 
several instances where lands are set in. small divisions, and where those divisions 
have been subdivided, where the produce of the farm is barely sufficient to support 
the population, without leaving any thing to the landlord. 

1229. Can you conceive the possibility of landed property affording a taxation fop 
the support of the pauper population of Ireland ?-Decidedly not. .. 

1230 . Do you not conceive that any provision made from the land to support the 
poor ~ould lead to. a still further extension of that redundant population ?-I have 
very httle doubt of It. - I 

1231. Do yon conceive that under thjs evil ~he landlords of that part of Ireland 
with whi~h you are acquainted w.ould be disposed t~ meet some part of the expense 
of removmg that pauper populatIOn, to be settled III any of the British colonies in 
a comparative state of comfort and independence ?-I cannot speak generally' I alii 
satisfied that in several i~sta~ces it would be ad~isable, and that the gentle:nell of 
landed property would thmk It necessary to contrIbute; but I think it would be very. 
hard to put the residen~ gentler,nan, who takes all th~ proper measures to prevent 
a redundance of populatIon on hIS esta!e, up~n ayar WIth the absentee proprietor,on 
whose property that excess of populatIon eXIsts III a greater def,!ree, from his having. 
taken no such measures. -, 

) 232. Do. you not conc~ive that the absentee proprietor would' have the same 
interest in reducing the mischievous or excessive population UpO{l his estate, .by .a . 

. contribution 
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contribution on his part, as the resident landlord would have ?-I am perfectly. con
vinced it would be his interest. 
, 1233. The question relates to a voluntary contribution on the part of the landlord; 
would not the same motives that would actuate the resident landlord, to get rid of 
the excessive and' mischievous population upon his estate, operate with an absolute 
landlord to afford the same relief to his property?-Certainly. . 
('1 ] 234. Then do you consider that in those cases in which this excess of population 
is found to be an evil, the landlord would meet the remedy that may be offered by 
an' advance of money, or by submitting to a taxation, or reimbursement by an 
annuity chargeable upon their estates ?-I think it would be politic for them to do 
so; 1 am satisfied the generality of the Irish gentlemen would conclIr in it with the 
greatest willingness. 

1235. 'Would not the country gentleman feel it much more beneficial to charge his 
land with an annuity, than to ~neet by an advance of money the necessary sum ?
Certainly; the generality of Irish gentlemen are under settlement, and it would be 
very hard to tax them in the first instance; it might be paid by a charge upon tlte 
property. 
. 1236. Do you consider that the tuxation of land could be justly and beneficially 
applied to the encouragement of emi!!ration, as described by you ?-I think it could. 

1237. Docs it occur to you by whitt means, in such casc, a judicious sdection of 
parties to emigrate could be made ~- I am perfectly convinced tllat a great many 
people would voluntarily offer themselves, provided it was not tlJOught a transporta
tion; it depends entirely under what circumstances the Bill would be enacted; if it 
was to get rid of bad members from the parishes, it would becume unpopular, a.nd 
people would rather starve at once than suffer themselves to be transported. 

1238. Would not a great deal depend upon the form in which the measure ap
peared, whether it was compulsory or not?-Yes, if the bad description of people 
were only to be scnt out of the country, other people would be prevented from going. 

1239. But if the government did not appear as either compelling or encouraging 
persons to go, but left it to the option of the people themselves. and facilitated the 
means of going, you think many would cheerfully embrace that opportunity?
I am satisfied numbers would, beyond what the government could ever undertake to 
transport; so great is the want of employment in Ireland. 

1240. Do you conceive that a strong disposition to obtain labour exists in the 
population with which you are acquainted ?-A very strong disposition, particularly 
in the neighbourhood where I live; though in a very rich and populous neighbour
hood, there is a great want of employment; and I am satisfied that the people in 
my own particular neighbourhood, though the general hire of that country is ten
pence in the summer and eight-pence in the winter, would be satisfied to labou\' for 
half the money. 

1241. Do you not find when any public works are being carried on, that there 
is a very great avidity, on the part of all the population, to be employed in them?
The very greatest avidity. 

1242. Do they go a long distance to obtain employment?-They will go any 
distance. 

1243. You are situated in a rich district of land ?-I have property in the richest 
part, I suppose, in the world. 

1244. Is not the county of Limerick one of the richest districts of Ireland?
Yes; and I have property in thc richest part of it. 
, 1245. Do you not conceive that the condition of the working classes and labourers 

is rather worse in the richest districts than in the mountainous parts and on the 
p'oorer lands ?-Certainly it is. 

12~6. Are there any reasons by which you can explain that circumstance, that 
upon the richest tracts of land the working classes are generally ill the worst con
dition ?-The Irish are a very indolent race of people, and they are perfectly satis
fied if by two days labour in the week they can get provision-for the remaining five; 
and in the richest part of the county of Limerick they can, without manure, raise 
p~tatoes upon which they solely live, and at such little trouble, that they are not 
dIsposed to labour. ' 
. 124''- Do you not conceive that there is a disposition in the landlords" of the 

1'1clJ~st tl'acts to apply their groulld very much to pasturage rather than to the pro
ductlo!l of subsistence:--It is tile case just now; every gentleman of landed pro
J?crty III Ireland is getting his land as IllLlch as possible into pasture, particularly. 
frolIJ the encouragin!' price that butter has offered in late years, and the prospect ot 
the Corn Laws being done away. " , .. i (; ," 
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1248. Was that the case during the war ?-N 0, it was not the case; tbe remuuerat. 
ing price for corn made the landed interest oftbe country get considerably into tillage. 

1249. They were tempted, by the excessive price of produce during the war, to 
turn very valuable pastures into tillage ?-Yes. . 0 

1250. Under those circumstances, was not land subdivided very much and very 
injudiciously, in the county of Limerick?-Very considerably. 
· . 1251. Was not tbe cultivation in general conducted upon principles calculated to 
destroy its staple value ?-Certainly. I 

1252. Was the tillage very injudiciously and mischievously practised ?-It was .. ;'. 
1253. Has not the greater part of the county of Limerick been deteriorated very 

seriously by that management ?-Certainly; but it is now recovering. 0 

1254. Will it not take considerable time before it is restored to the state in which 
it was previously to the extension of the tillage ?-No, I do not think it will; the 
county of Limerick ground gets very soon into heart after it is exhausted. 

1255. Is not there now a very great disposition to restore the land to pasture?
Very considerable. 

1256. Must not that be attended with a riddance of the population ?-Certainly. 
1257. Are you acquainted with any particular estates on which much land has 

been converted into pasture, within these few years?-W e have a vast quantity of 
land in our county. that has been converted into pasture within these few years. 

1258. What has become of the population that occupied that land ?-I do not 
know what has become of them. The country gentlemen of Ireland seem to be 
very well pleased to get rid of that population, and they have emigrated, or gone into 
towns, or gone to the public works that are going on in many parts of the country. 0 

1259. Is not there a great deficiency of fuel in the rich districts of Limerick ?
In some parts there is, and in some parts there is not. 

1260. If they had an opportunity of going to public works, or of going to agricultural 
labour, which would they prefer ?-I think they would prefer to go to the public works. 
· 1261. Do they prefer contract labour, where they arc paid in proportion ?-In 
some cases they do, and in some not. 
· 1262. Has contract labour been much introduced into the county of Limerick?
Not that I know of, except immediately in my own neighbourhood. 

1263. Do you not conceive, if the benefit derived from the present execution of 
public works upon a large scale were withdrawn, that there would be a very great 
increase of misery amongst the lower classes in Ireland ?-I am perfectly convinced 
of it; any thing that gives employment to the population must be of infinite service 
to the country. 

1264. Is there not at present a great deal of public work going on by means of 
advances of government money?-Except the great bridge they are building over 
the Shannon, I do not know of any, excepting some lines of road. 

1265. Including the lines of road, has there not been a great deal of public work 
conducted by government lately ?-Yes. 

1266. Which affords a temporary relief to the population? - Yes. 
1267. Would not the cessation of that employment produce an extended misery 

amongst the people ?-Assuredly. 
1268. How is labour generally paid for in the county of Limerick; is it by money 

payments ?-Very often by money payments, but more is paid for by setting lands 
at an extravagant rent for potatoes and gardens. . 

1269. How do the labourers contrive to pay those large rents ?-By their labour 
working ~very day and earning it O?t by their labour. The land is set so high 
as ten gumeas an acre for potatoes, III many parts of the county of Limerick. 

1270. Do they sell those potatoes in the towns ?-They live upon them entirely 
and pay their landlords by their labour. . .or 

127 J. How is the money that they gain to pay their rent acquired ?-By their labour. 
1272. Is it by the employment they get from others ?-By the employment they 

get from the person that sets them the land. A gentleman or an extensive farmer· 
lets out to a parcel of cottagers so many acres of land, which would cover the labour 
of the year, and they, working every day, clear what they are to pay for that garden. 

1273· ~o that no money passes betweem them at all ?-N 0; any clothing tha~ 
they have IS generally afforded to them by the pig that they keep. 

1274· Do you not conceive that that is a very disadvantageous system to the 
labourer ?-Decidedly. . 
· 1275· From the demand that exists for that land, which is the only mode of sup
porting a family, is not there an excessive rent charged bv the landlord generally to 
that class of labourers ?-GclIerally an excessive rent. • 

1276. When 
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• 
1276. When ten guineas an acre is.paid, does the landlord manure the land?- William Gabbett, 

If grass land is broken up, and its quality therefore is of a superior kind, ten guineas Esq. 
is charged; and where stubbles are manured, very often the same is charged. ~ 

1277. Can you form any opinion to what extent a landlord so circumstanced with ~5 April, 
h h . 1820. an excessive population, might be disposed to meet t e expense of promoting tell' 

beneficial emigration ?-I think it would be the duty of the landlords of Ireland to 
contribute very handsomely; those that have an overgrown population upon their 
properties, to get rid of that overgrown population. 

1278. Do you think that they would be disposed to go to the expense of 20 I. for 
the removal of a family of four persons ?-I think it would be a very necessary 
sacrifice for the landed gentlemen of Ireland to make to that ex~ent, to get rid of 
an overgrown population. 

12i9. Do you conceive that they would, under the difficulties you have described, 
be disposed to meet the expense to that amount?-I rather think they would. 

1280 .. And that they would be disposed to commute that for an annual charge 
equivalent to it ?-That would be a better mode. 

1281. Do not you suppose that there are many uf those who receive such high rents, 
who would be unwiiling to contribute any thing towards emigration ?-Those high 
rents are generally not laid upon the poor by the gentry of the country, they are laid 
upon the poor by the middlemen and the farmers who rent lands; and I think that 
description of persons, the renters of lands, would be very unwilling to contribute so 
largely. I talk {)f the landed gentry of the country contributing, I do not speak at 
aJl of that class of farmers. 

1282. You think that the landowners generally would consider it a very great 
benefit if emigration could be encouraged r-I think they would consider it a very 
considerable henefit. 

1283. If in conSEquence of the encouragement given to emigration, either by the 
landlords or by the goVf~rnment, a considerable proportion of the people were 
tempted to emigrate, do you not think that the vacuum created in that way would 
be soon filled up ?-I think every landed proprietor would take care then that the 
population did not increase, otherwise he \vould be taxed for an emigration again of 
his overgrown population. 
, 1284. Do you think the landlords individually would use means to prevent the 
population from increasing upon their estates, when the consequence of that in
crease would fall upon the population generally, and upon the landlords generally? 
-1 think they would. 

1285. Does not the landlord gP.t more for his land, if he lets it in small divisions, 
thau if he lets it in large farms r- Certainly. 

1286. Therefore would it not be the interest of the landlord to subdivide his land 
again when the mischief arising from it would be spread over the community at 
large ?-I think it is the policy of the landlords at present to keep the land in their 
own hands, in preference to sub-letting, or even to letting at all;' 1 know all the gen· 
tlemen in the part of the country to which I belong, keep the land in their own hands. 

1287. 1s it not generally known that a landlord will make more by subdividing 
his land, and letting it in small divisions, than by letting it in large tracts ?-The 
n oininal income may be more, but it will not be received. 

1288. The idea has been suggested to the Committee, of having a sort of rate 
imposed upon the parishes or upon the counties, to pay the expense of an emigra
tion; do you think that would be a preferable mode to leaving it to the voluntary 
contributions of the landlord ?-I should prefer its being raised upon the county, or 
raised upon those districts where the emigration is required; I think it would be 
very hard, to tax one district as much as another district that has not the same 
necessity for it. 

'! 1 ~;r89 .. Does it occur to you that there would be any way of rendering the landlord 
,responsible for the increase of people upon his own estate ?-I think his own in
terest is the best guard against it; if any landlord considers his own intere~t, he 
will not increase the population. . 

';'1 1290. Do you not conceive that a disposition to prevent the recurrence of this evil 
·exists among the middlemen and principal farmers of the country as \vell as amongst 
the landlords ?-I think the same disposition exists among that description of men. 

1291• Do you not conceive that the principal class of farmers has also suffered very 
much by the excess of the population ?-Full as much as the landed proprietors. 

1292• The Committee understood you to say, that it was the middle-men that 
'profited by this sub·letting, and that therefore,they would be unwilling to relinquish 
It ?-They would be unwilling to relinquish the profit of letting gardens to the poor. 

404. . S 3 1293. Was 
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1293. Was not the sub-letting beneficial during the very high prices of the war, 
and upon the fall of prices did not it become mischievous by the failure of the sub-
tenants ?-Yes. , I-
, 1294., In ~hose cases ~hel~e an es~atc has been relieved of the su.perabundant 
population, either byemlgratlOn or In any other way, do you conceive that the 
landlord has the means of preventing that population increasing again to the same 
degree ?-Decidedly, by the present law. 

1295. Will you explain what are those means ?-A gentleman who gets, his land 
into his own possession, it is optional with him to relet it or not; the difficulty is to 
get possession of the land just now. If.a landlord giyes notice to his ~enant ,to qui~, 
he is sure to have some outrage committed upon hiS property; or If he relets It 
to others, the same mischiefs occur. 
" 1296., Is not the way that is practically adopted, the system of not allowing cot

tages to be built upon it ?-That is the present mode that is adopted. 
1297. When a landlord gets his estate into his possession, he pulb down the 

cottages that have been erected upon it, and he does not permit any others to be 
built in their place ?-That is the practice. 

12gS. In the present state of the population, supposing a farm out of lease that 
has been very much subdivided, would it not be in the county of Limerick a matter 
of extreme danger to any party turning the persons out of possession whose term 
may have expired ?-Of very great danger. . . 

. 1 299. Does not that control the discretion and free agency of the landlord 10 

the management of his ground ?-Dccidedly. 
1300. Does it not in point of fact at prescnt, in the county of Limerick, mate

rially affect the interest of property ?-Materially. 
1301. Is it not the case that landlords, under the apprehension which has been 

alluded to, suffer their grounds to continue in tbis 50rt of forcible posbessioll, and 
lose rent, frequently fur long periods ?-It very commonly uccurs. . 

1302. Has there been any emigration from the part of the country you reSIde in?
From the part of the country where I immediately reside ther!:: has been consider
able emigration to different patts of America, to Canada particularly. 

1303. At their own expeO'ie ?-At their own expense. 
1304. But not so as to produce any sensible efiect ?-No sensible efiect, further 

than we have lost our best mechanics and our best iabourers. 
1305. Have they generally remained, or have they returned?-Thcy have always 

remained; in no instance have I known of a return. 
1306. You do not know whether they have settled in Canada, or whether they 

have gone from there to the United States ?-I cannot say that; I think that 
,where they have gone they have remained; those that I know particularly, that 
have emigrated, have remained where they had first settled. 

1307. Do you know in what part of Canada they havc settled ?--N o. 
1308. Have you seen any account of their condition as settlcrs ?-I have often 

inquired from their friends, and they are higbly pleased \\ ith their condition, which 
has induced the emigration of many more. 

1309. Do not the letters that have been received from cmigrants, gcnerallv 
encourage their friends to follow them in the course thcy took ?-Constantly. • 

1310. Why do you think that the landlords in future will be more successful in 
preventing the increase of population than they have been hitherto, when it was 
so obviously their interest to have done so ?-The cause ofthe great increase of the 
population was the ~ub-Ietting .of land~; but the gentry of the country are now 
completely and declded}y settIng theIr. fa~es against any sub-letting of lands; 
a farmer who was extensively concerned In tIllage during the war, had occasion to 
get a number of labourers, to whom he set those lands at such a hiO"h rate and 
those. lands now having come in, the l~ases having expired, the first thing a prop~'ietor 
does IS to prostrate a!l the h~uses. It IS my own determination, and the determination 
of ~hose I am a~quamted WIth, never to. e~courage a further population. 

1.3 J 1. You think that the .chanw: of 0pullon ~h~t has taken place, will be a.security 
against the recurrence of thIS eVIl ~-I am satlstied of it. 

1312 .. Is. it lI?t now the d~cided cunviction on the (Jart of the landlords of the 
county ot LU,nenck, ~hat, theIr J?roperty ha~ materially sufiered in consequence of 
the, "y:>tclll ut sub-lettmg !-Decldedlv. ' 

13 1 3. Is it .1I0t knowll, that \\'h~tc\:cr. bClletit. they derived of a temporary nature, 
wa~ to be attrIbuted to the eXCC::,';;I\ e pnces durm.!; the \\ al ?-Entirely so. 

13 14. And that any. relit .the peuple then assumed, it became impracticable to 
~)lect upon the alteration of the curreIlcy?- Decided I y. ' 

131,1' And 
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] 315. And that at this moment it is their interest never to suffer sub-letting to 
exist at all upon their estates?-The determillation of every gentleman I am ac-
quainted with is so. , T 

1316. Is it not a matter of extreme danger, in the present state of the country, 
for any tenant to take possession of land from which others have been dispossessed? 
--The greatest possible danger; I think his life would be immediately sacrificed. 

1317. Is there not a combination existing amongst the population of the country, 
to co-operate in vindictive measures against any tenants taking possession of lands 
from which the former tenants have been turned out ?-It has been so as long as 
I remember. 

131S.Can you conceive from any internal taxation, any safe means of providing 
a fund for the employment of the population in its present extent ?-Except the 
making new line~ of road and the improvements of waste districts, bogs and moun
tains, and that descripl.ion of land; I think a considerable employment might be 
had in that way. 

13 I 9. From what funds ?-I cannot conceive from what funds. 
1320. You are probably speaking with reference to some other fund than that 

which the land itself would afford ?-Decidedly. I really think if the land is to be 
taxed, or the landed proprietor, for the emigration of these people, that the landed 
proprietor would sooner contribute to give employment to the poor of the country 
by an expenditure upon the land itself, than contribute to an emigration. ,. 

] 321. And so to keep the superabundant population at home ?-Yes. 
1322. Do you think that arises from an erroneous impression a~ to the compara

tive advantage of the two systems ?-I think the advantage would be in favour of 
keeping the people at home; I would myself prefer to pay a tax to keep the over
grown population at home, than pay a tax for their emigration. 

]323. How would you employ them ?-In reclaiming very extensive bogs and 
mountains, and in laying out very extensive lines of road, and in val'ious other ways. 

1324. Would you be ready to bear the lmrlhen of a taxation upon your rich land 
in Limerick for the purpose of cultivating allY bog district, upon a speculation of 
profit ?- I would; I should sooner contribute to that thall contribute to the emigra-
tion of those people. '. 

1325. Do not you think it would lead to a further multiplication of people ?-If 
there is an increased population, I think the reclaiming of those lands would feed 
that popuiation. 

1326. Do you think that the land of Ireland would now bear a tax to afford 
sufficient occupation to the population unemployed ?-I am afraid not. 

1327. Does not it apBear, then, that whatevp.r may be the disposition of parties 
to do that, they are not equal to it?-They are not equal to it, certainly; but if you 
lay a tax for the emigration of the overgrown population, I think the same tax 
would be more wisely applied to the employment of that overgrown population in 
those barren districts. 

1328. In speaking of a tax for the purposes of emigration, you mean a general 
tax?-Yes. 

1329. Have you formed any notiol1 of the expense that it would be annually to 
subsist a family of those people at home, consisting of four persons ?-Very small 
indeed; I am satisfied that with the poor man's labour, six pounds a year would be 
found sufficient to support a family of four. 

1330. What do you value his labour at ?-I value his labour at about five pounds 
a y~ar more. 

1331. Then Ill. you calculate would be the expense of supporting four people? 
--Yes, 

.1332. Is that including clothes ?-The way they clothe themselves is from a pig 
they generally keep; that is always considered to clothe the people of our country .. 
. ) 333· Do you consider it would be equally beneficial to levy a tax, supposing it 
practicable, upon the land, for the purpose of paying 1 fi I. a year to support four 
people, as to pay the sum of 201. to remove them from the condition in which they 
are, and to place them in a state of comparative comfort and independence, and to 
get rid of them for ever ?-I do not know which I should prefer. 
. 1334·. Have you any notion of the amount of population that there is beyond the 
demand for labour?-I dare say there are two-thirds morc out of employ than are 
employed in the country; only one-third employed. 

1335· Do you know the amount of the grand jury taxation in Ireland ?-No, not: 
M Ireland; I know it of our own county. 

) 336. Can you state the acreable taxation of the county of Limerick ?~-The acre-
40 4. I S 4 able 
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able taxation varies from 18. to 18. 6 d. each levy; in the liberties of Limerjck it is 
enormous' I reside in the liberties of Limerick; the taxation, last levy, was 48. 0 i d. 
, 1337. is that upon the Irish acre ?--Upon the Irish acre. 

1338. Actual measurement ?-N ot actual measurement; the measurement that 
takes place in the liberties of Limerick is distinct from that of the county; ill the 

. county the high constables have been rating the baronies so that the tax amounts to 
the full quantity; in the liberties it amounts to about one-fourth or one-fifth less. 

1339. Do you consider that the taxation in the county is from 1 S. to 18. 6 d. eaeh 
levy ?-Yes. , 

1340. Do you mean that that taxation is upon the actual acre ?-Yes. 
1341. Then the taxation may be taken as from 2 S. to 3 s. an acre, in the county 

of Limerick ?-Yes; and more, when any outrages take place. 
1342. The taxation of Ireland for all grand jury purposes is about 700,000 t. a year, 

do yon think that you could afford to double the taxation of the land, for the pur
pose of meeting the expense of the employment of the surplus population that you 
propose or wish for ?-It would be a very heavy assessment; I only meant that the 
country should be charged with the same sum for employing them at home as they 
should, be charged for emigration, supposing a rate to be raised. 

1343. You have stated, that the employment that you would propose for them 
would be making of roads and the reclaiming of bogs ?-Yes, and mountain lands. 

1344. Must not the making of roads be an extremely limited occupation ?-I think 
not in Ireland; I think there are many roads wanting, in making ~'hich the over
grown population would be very judiciously employed. _ 

1345. Do not you think that in the county of Limerick there are more roads ill 
some districts than are necessary ?-I, think there are; but a great many other 
parts I think are very deficient. 

1346. Do you suppose new lines of road could be found in Ireland that would 
afford any repayment, through the means of turnpike tolls, adequate to their repair? 
-I am satisfied there would. 

1347. In point of fact are there any extensive lines of road within your knowledge, 
that are supported by tolls, except the main line between Limerick and Dublin?
And the Cork line. The new Waterford line has been made at the expense of the 
county; I individually opposed any turnpike being put upon it, as it was a bonus 
to the people who contributed to the making of it, the roll passing free of toll. 

134~. When you say that you think new lines of road might be mailltained by the 
tolls, do you mean merely the repairs, or do you at all contemplate a repayment, by 
means of tolls, of the original expenditure ?-Merely the wear and tear. 

1349. Supposing the taxation for grand jury purposes to be doubled, and applied 
to road making, do you not think that a very few years would place the roads in 
so complete a state, that it would be unnecessary to have any further extension of 
that work? - Most assuredly. 

1350. Upon what principles can you conceive taxation to be justifiably applied to 
the reclaiming of bogs or mountain lands ?-I am satisfied a great many landed 
proprietors of that description of land would be satisfied to mortgage those lands 
for such an expenditure upon them. . 

] 351. Can they not mortgage them at present, and raise a capital to be laid out, 
if they consider it beneficial to their property ?-It depends upon how a gentiemaR 
is tied up with his property; many people can, and many cannot. 

1352. Is your supposition that the capital necessary is to be raised on the credit of 
a tax, and to be ad .. -anced to private parties for the improvement of their o.wn pro.
perty ?-Y es; that is the principle upon which I should put it .. 

1353. Would it not be the interest of all persons who obtained an advance of 
capital in that way, to apply that capital in the most economical way possible to
wards the improvement of t~eir property ?-Most assuredly. , 

1354· And therefore to dIspense as far as possible with labour in that improve
ment ?-Certainly. 
, ] 355· Would not it therefore be settincr the interest of the landlord acrainst the 
extensi~n of laboUl~, which is the remed/ you offer for the disordered st;te of the 
populatIOl? ?-Th~ Improvement of land must necessarily bring a great number of 
labourers mto actIOn that were not employed before and that is the principle upon 
which I mention the measure. ' 

1356. You pr?pose the employment of t~e population, through the means of the im~ 
provement of prIVat~ property ?-By makmgthe prQprietors pay the expense of it. 

13;57. The result 1;) to be the benefit of the landlord's estate, ,is it not ?-It woul.d. 
~rt~nly be a benefit to the landlord's estate. 

- 1358,Do 
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1358. Do you conceive that it )fould be at all justifiable to tax land gelleral1y, 
for the purpose of enabling landlords under particular circumstances to improve their 
properties ?-It would be rather a hard measure, to bE: sure. . . . 

.\ 1;359~ .Would not the benefit you propose be limited to those landlords who have 
property oethat speciE:s that requires to be reclaimed ?-Certainly. .' 

1360. "·ould it be reasonable to tax all landlords holding all other descriptions of 
,property for that partial advantage ?-1 consider it would not, certainly. 
_ ":'13.61. Do you not consider that it would be sucll a palpable injustice as to render 
it quite impracticable to think of that as a means of general relief?-l think some 
1l10d~ might be struck out, by which the proprietors of that land might engage to 
remunerate any advance made by the public for such purposes. . , 

1362., Supposing such a relief possible, would it not lead directly and rapidly to 
an .extension of the population of Ireland ?-I think it would; but I think the 
fl)ischief would be done away by getting so much more land into cultivation, that 
would supply that increased population. 
:, 1363. Is there any difficulty, at this moment, on the part of landlords who have 
such ground as you describe, in placing upon it a popUlation at reasonable rent:;, 
~ho may support themselves? -I do not know what would be the feeling of pro
prietors posseslling that description of land. ' 
~. 1364. Do not you think the landlords of Ireland may be safely left to pursue their 
own intt;rest, with respect to the imprrovement of their property ?-Safely. 
. 1365. With respect to the interest of the pauper population, do you conceive that 
it would be better that they "'ere suffered to remain at home, dependent upon such 
precarious means of support, or that they "ere plac,=d in a state of independence 
in the;! British colonies, where their industry may progressively obtain a great 
return ?-The ol~jection I feel to emigration is, that the efficient labuurer will be 
taken away, a\ld he will leave his family, for he cannot take all bis children with 
him, - ill the greatest possible distress; but if you can transport the "'hole family, 
I think it would be a wise measure; ill that case I think emigration might be 
a b~ltcr mode than employing them in the way I have proposed. 

Juvis, 27° die Apt'ilis, 1826. 
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1366. YOU reside at Hemsted, near Cranbrook, in the County of Kent ?-I do. T. L. Hudges. 
1367. Are you able to inform the Committee as to the state of pauperism in tll« E.IQ. 

district immediately adjoining your residence in Kent ?-In that district of the '-------~ 
county where I live, called the Weald of Kent, there is in almost every parish, ·and \ '271~\~J~I, 
has for several years past been, a considerably larger number of people than the \ 
agricultural demands require; the consequence of that has been, the parillhes are in. 
considerable distress, the poor-rates are enormously high, and these people are 
obliged to be employed on the roads, the bad effects of that I need not enlargo 
upon; in consequence of this, the ouly posllible way by which at present these pa
rishes can relieve themselves is by promoting emigration, and the tide of cmigratiOll 
from that county is now setting to New York. Accidcntally hearing this Committee 
was sitting, I mentioned the subject to the Lord Lieutenant of the county, who did 
me the honour to mention it to Lord Bathurst. . 

] 368. You have informed the Committee that the tide of emigration is setti'~g to 
New York ~-Entirely. . 
... 1369. Is the Committee to understand that pecuniary facilities have been giver:i 
to aid the parties in the emigration ?-They have. . 
; 1370. What sum has within your knowledge been advanced for the removal of any 
emigrant pauper ?--The expense of a recent emigration, only a week since, has beeo 
a.t the rate of 13t. lOS. per head for grown persons, including all costs and charges. 
') .13,71. Can you describe the manner in which that )3/. is expended ?-Severi 
pounds the passage money, in American ships, the regular New York packets, fronI 
the London docks; 3t. 108. provisions; two sovereigns in money given to each 
person,.to be in his pocket on landing at New York; of the remaining sum, I think 
4·~· ?d.is for fees paid. on landing at New York,! and a few shillings expenses of 
carnage up from that part of Kent to London. .1 ... , .. ',; ( 

;-: ... i 37 2, Is tHere aniilifierence in. theptice Of transp01:t for· \\'omen and child ren ?
lIalf the passage moncyiit demanded· only for children under twelve years ofage,'vit: 
., t. 10 S .... We have sent no'cbi'ldrcn at present; and therefore what the victualling may 
lie I do: '1tlt know ; . .that wo~ld.()£ course bein a lower .ratio than for grown per30ns.-·~ 
.. 404· T ] 373· HO\\1 
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1373. How much for women ?-!Tbe same as for,men. 
1374. Thirteen pounds ten. shillings is the expense of eVlI:lY tll.IUIt r- les. ' ., 

13i5. Can you inform the Committee whether the American limps, which are'in 
the pabit cif taking these settlers, are suhject to the same regulations as to pas
sengers, as British ships ?-I was assured that they were liable to OUI' Acts of 
Parliament, as well as regulations ii'om their own government. 

] 376. Have you the means of informing the Committee what is the annual,averagt 
ex'pense of those paupers who have been sent from the parishes within your know
ledge to the United States?-No, I am not able to state that; I could sta.te it if 
they were a whole year out of employ; but some of {hose perllons might be out 
of employment for nine months perhaps, and get employment for three Rt sdme 
lower tat.e Of wages, which is the case probably with the greater part of them.: I 
have g.ot some parish returns, showing the number of persons out of employ in that 
~ountry; I think they give men'of this description from 7s. 6d. to 88. a week, that 
would be about 20 I. a year. 

] 377. The expense of a pauper supported by the parish rates during the whole 
year would be 2U I. ?-Yes, that sum at least. . 

.1378. Would that be the expense of a man and woman ?-He would be expected 
to maintain his wife for that. . 
.. 1379. Are,you of opinion that the parishes would be disposed to avail themselves 
of any facilities for the purpose of effecting the emigration of those paupers to any 
British colony ?-I have no doubt whatever of that fact; in short I have made 
inquiry throughout several parishes lately, and I found them all most desirous of 
having the opportunity. 

]380. Are you disposed to think the paupers themselves would be glad to avail them .. 
selves of those fucilities?--In the present mode of relieving that country by emigration 
to New York, the paupers are exceedingly thankful to be so removed from this coun: 
try; I saw a letter yesterday from one man, thanking the parish for what they had 
done for him, and hoping that some day or other he should be able to make ·them a 
return; I mention it to show that it is not at all compulsory (of course there can be 
no compulsion ;) they are exceedingly desirous of being sent. If therefore they are so, 
desirous of being sent in this direction, government must ofter them inducements 
in another quarter, or they will not go.' If a prospect of removal to Canada does 
not hold out advan,tages such as they know they can secure to themselves imme
diately in the United States, I fear it would be very difficult to persuade any of them 
to go~ I think if land was offered them, and assistance for a period till they could 
get their crops, that would be a temptation that would induce them to go at once. 
The letter I refer to was from a man who has just sailed from Gravesend, but I have 
seen other letters from persons who have arrived in America within the last two 01' 

three years, giving the best accounts, and speaking in equally grateful terms of those 
who contributed to send them out. . 

J 381. From the town of New York, or the part of that country in which they are 
settled ?-FroDl the place in which they are settled. In one parish where I made an 
inquiry last Tuesday, I was int~nned th~t the reports constantly arriving from the 
per50ns who went from that parish contam the most favourable accounts of their wei .. 
fare; and almost all the labourers of the parish are constantl y pressing the overseers 
to send them there. : 

] 382. Do you know ~v hat pa~t of the state Qf N ~w York tbey are gon~ to ?-To 
~e county around the clty of New York, and partlcularly Albany. . 

1383. D~ they' settle there,?- I understand they are immediately taken into 
farmers servIce; that the Amencan farmers .come down and hire them immediately. 
I saw a few weeks ago a m.an w~o returned m -consequence of being ratherunweU 
last summer, by over.worklOg hImself; he has come home to recruit himself and is 
going again next spring; he says he went from. this country and was taken 'int~ all 

American farmer's bouse, and received ten dollars pel' month,'and as much meat asJ. 
could eat; thuse are the general wages they receive, but better hands than. himself 
ave~aged fr~m ten t~ tw:lve dollars a month, aod board and lod~jng found them • 
. . 1384. Do you thll1k If they were offered land of their own in Canada .that would' 

b~ a suffic~ent inducementto lhem to .prefer ~an~da to the State of 'New York'. 
~Ilb ~~~ mdu~em.ent of those wagesJ- I thmk It would; land, with some cor
responding assistance. . .., 
.1385. ,You are aware, pr.oba~ly, that the emigra.tions in 1823.and'1825, which 
,-".e~ carr!ed ~n un~er the dJre~tJ?u of.the gov.ernment, did provide for. the emi.l 
grants land and aSSIstance of V~rlO~S kmds,. ratIons for the space of a. year,. imple:-. 
ments.of husbandry and so 9PJ assl~tance 10. ~ oonstruction' of a house, and; ill. 
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~ort, upon all those points which would enable a 'settler to proceed' in 8ucceeaing 
years by his own efforts, without being in any degree a charge on the community?
I never heard of those particulars till now. 

1386. Are you of opinion that parishes would be disposed to charge the poor-rates 
with. an annuity to repay both principal and interest, provjded money can be raised 
on. the poor-rates, for· the purpose of emigration ?-I have no doubt of that, with 
an understanding that that must be spread over a convenient space of time to allow 
the parish to raise those rates, for it is clear that if the emigration is to go on toao 
extent materia1ly to benefit those parishes, it must be on a very large scale, in which' 
case it would' be inconveni~t for the parishes to raiseJ:he rates, to reimburse govern
ment for so large an amount, in that quick and speedy way i'l1 which they have 
agreed to do so by private agreement with individuals. 

1387. Supposing.the whole amount of the annuity required was not to exceed the 
whole amou,nt applied to the support of this pauper population, do you think they 
il'ould consent to charge the rates with an annuity up to that extent, for the purpose 
of getting rid of it ?.:..-They would be willing to do so.' , 
, 1388. In oth~r words, they are more afr!lid of an increase of expense arising from 
paupers than disposed to expect a diminution of it ~-That must be the inevitable 
result of the situation in which we are now; those parishes throughout that district, 
and a very large district it is, of the county of Kent, are so oppressed with the 
crowded population, that they are fully aware the evils of their situation must in~ 
crease, and rapidly so, unless relieved. . 
. 1389. The labourers in that part of the county are agricultural, not mechanics ?
There are no mechanics at all, with the exception of the common agricultural me
chanics, carpenters, wheelwrights, and so on. 

1390. Were the persons who have emigrated to the United States single or married 
men ?-From the parish in which I live, eleven out of twelve that went last week 
were single men, the other man had a wife. 

1391. What is the population of the parish in which you reside?-Nineteen hundred. 
1392. Out of that proportion how many persons would it be, ill your opinion, ex

pedient to assist to emigrate ?-The number of labourers in that parish is 375, that is, 
r~ckoning two boys from 14 to 18 for one man, and little farmers and farmers sons 
who work, and tradespeople' of all descriptions; but the agricultural labourers are 
290, of which there isan excess nearly all the year round unemployed, or at least for 
whom no regular farming work can be obtained; of 50 of the 290, 180 are married. 

13931 Of those 50 probably two thirds are married men?-Yes. I have a list of 
parishes, not in the division in which I live or in which I act as a magistrate, but in 
the division in which Sir .Edward Knatchbull acts, it is as follows: The parish of 
Bethersden is the first; the number of labourers is about a hundred, the excess be
y-ond the real demand twenty-five men ; of the number of a hundred labourers, 
eighty are marriecl; in the last thirty years sixteen new cottages have been erected, 
besides fourteen houses divided into two dwellings; the present population is 100), 
the population forty years ago was two-thirds of this number; the present amount 
of all the parish rates 1,800 t. up to Easter 1826, tbe rates in 1 i9~, 620!. The 
parish of Charing is the next: the number of labourers is 160, the excess beyond the 
ref,lL demand from forty to fifty; of the above number, upwards of a hundred are 
married; in the last thirty years fifty-seven cottages have been erected; the present 
pbpulation is upwards of 1100, the population forty years ago, by the testimony of 
old parishioners, 700; the present amount of all rates, ending Easter 1826, ) ,6641.; 
tQe rates in 1 i92, 493/. 15 s. 6 tI. TlJe parish of Smarden is the next: the number 
of labourers 96. the excess beyond the real demand fifteen; of the above number, 
64'are married; in the last thirty years, sixty new cottages or double d weHings have 
been erected; the present population is 1038, the population forty years since 
about 600; the present amount of all the rates, ending Easter 1826, 2,5451. lOS.; 

the rates in 1792 were 597 I. 10 s. In this parish, two or three years since, fifty
two men, women and children, emigrated to N €\V York; of this number twenty
s~.'len were sent at the expense of the parish, the other twenty-five ,yent $1t their 
own charges. The reports constantly arriving from them contain the most favourable 
accounts of their welfare, so much so that almost all the labourers of that parish are 
de-sirous of!going to America. The'method adopted by the parish of pt'oviding the 
means of sending the above twenty-seven persons was by borrowing a sum of money 
from an individual residing in the" parish, and repaying it out of the rates by instal
ments of 5{)1. every half year, until the whole was paid otf,whieh is now the case~ 

1394· Did any of those persons subsequently return ?-None. Immediately on 
those families quitting their cottages, other famines- took possession of-them, and the 
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parish paid the rents; this pari5h therefore has not experienced' any relief in' it. 
rates by the above emigration.. . . ~ 

1395. Do you consider that that arises from partial efforts at emigration being 
made ill one parish without corresponding ones in the neighbouring parishes ?~N 0, 

they were entirely filled up by parishioners; the parishioners are too much alive'tet 
.their own interests to allow a stranger to come in; there is not a question, that if 
by any legislative means the excess of the population in those parishes was to be 
drawn off to-morrow, and twenty, thirty, or forty houses to become vacant, as many 
corresponding pairs of young people, many of them und.er age, would be asked in 
church directly. " 

1396. Does that arise from paying the rents out of the poor-rates ?-It arises 
from the poor having a reliance on the poors-rates for assistance, so that they are 
become regardless of the consequences of marriage, and have lost those feelings of 
independence which their fathers had. 

1397. You have stated that you reside in the Weald of Kent; does r.ot the law of 
gavelkind prevail there ?-It does; it prevails all over the county of Kent. 
, 1398. That leads of course to a very minute subdivision of property ?-Yes, 
where it takes effect. 

1399. You have properties perhaps in your own neighbourhood, of ten acres and 
fifteen acres and twenty acres?-That subdivision of property prevailed a great 
deal more formerly than now. 

1400. Has it had any operation in reference to the measures of emigration which 
have been taken in your neighbourhood?- I think none; I think I ha\'e known, 
within my o"'n knowledge, perhaps three instances of its having come into opera~ 
tion; it is only where a person dies intestate, and I never remember its having 
taken effect in any large property whatsoever. 

]401. Supposing that these pauper labourers were to be removed, are you of 
opinion that the relief would be temporary or permanent ?-I think it would be 
permanent. I am quite satisfied that the erection of cottages has been a most 
serious evil throughout that country; and I have been induced, acting on that con
viction, to concur with other cottage proprietors, who are going to take down from 
twenty-six to thirty cottages as soon as these persons are out of them, if they. 
emigrate, as we think they will do; for if we leave the buildings standing, young 
people of seventeen and eighteen years of age, and even still younger, would marry 
immediately, and thus the evil would continue. 

1402. To 
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1402. Towhat do you attribute the previous increase of the number of cottages?
In the county of Kent, during the very long war we had, there were immense 
government works going on all over the county; the demand for labour was great; 
people married without fear of the consequences; they thought their children would 
have fully the employ they had at that moment; and then again the volunteering 
from the battalion of the militia drew off several'thousand men, whose vacancies 
were soon filled up, and there was an unusual demand for labour existing in that 
county generally; and the cultivation of hops has had something to do with it; it is 
a woody district, and has been a favourite country for labourers to go into. 

140 3. Have you aoy idea what proportion the persons who receive parish relief 
bear to the whole population?-Yes; I have a document which was prepared in the 
year 1l::23, to which I will refer for the purpose of giving an ttll!>wer to that question; 
It was prepared in order to induce the Treasury to grant some relief to the distressed 
hop planters in the payment of. their duty, and for that purpose; instead of going 
over the whole of a great number of parishes, probably from seventy to eighty 
parishes of the Weald of Kent and Sussex, I thought, knowing their situation was 
nearly all alike, it would answer every purpose to get a complete return from olle 
division, namely, that in which I reside; and I have in my hand a return which I 
laid before Lord Liverpool on that occasion, a return of the division of Scray Lower, 
in the county of Kent. I found that the population of those sixteen parishes com
prised in this, consisted of 21,719 persons, of which 8,263 were paupers, and are 
so at this day; and in addition to that number, 682, for whom no employment what
ever can be found in any part of the year; thus nearly a moiety of the whole popu-
lation is dependent on the rates. . ' 

1404. Do you mean that the 6~2 are pErsons who would be capable of supporting 
themselves, if they had work ?-Y es; but they can find no work, and are constantly 
all the year round upon the charges of their respective parishes. 

1405. Have not repeated attempts been made to send those persons ioto different 
parts of the country to procure work 2-Yes, we have sent them repeatedly; but 
they come back without having been able to succeed at all.' One very striking 
fact is, that they are almost constantly, in their applications for work, underbid by 
the Irish labourers. ~ 

1406. That applies only to the harvest period of the year, probably ?-Just so. 

[The lVitness deLi-t:el'ffl ill the same, 'which was 1'cad, asfollo'W8:] 

- CRANBROOK DIVISION - - - • 1823. 

.. 
- PAROCHIAL RATES. 

4· 10. -- -, --- I 

1780, or the 
Present earli~st Year 

181'2. 
Rental. the 1792. 1798. 1800. 

Return gi,·es. 
---"---------------------

£: £. £. £. £. £. 

[Poors ~ Hate .- - 3,369 - - - - - - 767 741 l Hi&hway - do +3 69 - - - - - - - - - -
Church' - do - - - - - - - - - - 72 9".1 

{poors - Rate - - 3,159 +'l'l 486 95 1 1,682 2,0'l7 
Highway - d<> - - - - - - 78 120 161 253 
Church - do - - - - - - - - - - - - 101 

, 
fPoo-ts . - ' R'ate , - i) 

3,279 463 546 1,01 7 1,798 'l,35 1 l Highway' - dO - - - - 1I'l 107 102 ]05 112 
Church,. - d" - - - - 75 38 52 66 127 

{POOTS - Rate - - 8,085 1,083 953 1,700 2,657 3,020 
Highway _ do - - - - 89 132 141 100 4°0 
Church - do - . - - 69 96 84 86 117 

[Poors - Rate - - 11,024 3ti3 3i9 +,.5 821 9.57 1 Highway - do . - - - 28 39 7~) 39 58 
Church • dO - - - - 18 115 19 ly 58 

: " 

T 3 

T. L. Hodgrs, 
Esq. 
~ 

'1.7 Apri1, 
1826. 

-

5 a' 6. 

Average 01 
18'21, 
182'2, 

11)'23· 

----
£. 

1,011 
289 
55 

3,011 
3°7 
156 

2,770 
357 
91 

5,007 
406 
129 

1,629 
137 
51 

(contmlled.) 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 
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140 7. Have you any means of infu~lJlillg tl~e C(~mmittec ~\ith respect to.th~ nc~rly 
q,ooo pauper populatIOn. what portIO!) oj It mlgl!t be disposed to avail itflelt of 
~ny facilities of emigration to the British colonies, taking care: as a general prin
ciple that no emigrant ~hould be allowed to be removed, who was not within a certain ' '-

age. and competent to exercise manuallaGour in agriculture ?-I think if the induce-
1I~('nts suggested were held out to them, that <.lily number might be induced to go, so 
as to relieve the parishes tu the extent required. 

14US . Sllpposing 5,000 IJlr:'Ull~, including men, women and children, \\ere to emi
grate, have you any llleallS of informing. the <:~mmittee what the average annual 
expen~e of those :),000 l;cr~OllS to the parishes Is~-I can state what the rates in the 
sixteell parishes I have referre~ to arc; but it should be recollected there are county 
rate" and other l':>'pC\1~t's out ot the poor-rates, and the whole of this divisioll of the 
COUllt:,. for th(' yl';l~'~ 1 !":;!(:\ I lL~l. and 1 !'2'2, including the church' rate and- high-
wav rate. wa~ 3~I,tlh -If. It·r tbe ~Ixteen I'arl~bt::-. Perhaps it ,,()uld not be amiss 
to "'Idte tile actllal r·!nditi'il1 ut tbat uivi::ion. Tbe rentals of tho"p p<lri~h"5 

amount 
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amount to 61,847 1. In the year 1822, the year in which this return was made1 the T. L. H(Jdg~s 
c-narges upon that dh'ision were as follow; the assessed taxes 7, j62l., the hop duty' Esq.' 
of th.at;year was 38,6351., those two sums together make 46,397/. The entire of '----_ ~ 
the,fQ.tes at the average of those three years being 39,664/., added to those taxes, '27 .~pril, 
mal<es aQ aggregate of 86,061 t. The rental of all the parishes being only 61,847 /• 18~6. 
le,aves an excess of public and parochial taxes of 24,2141. beyond the rentals of 
tbe parishes; and at that time I know that farms could not possibly be let at the sums' 
iltt which they,stood rated in the rate books. I mention this to show the very great· 
distress of this country, and necessity of relief from the crowded population with 
which they are oppressed . 
• ,'140 9. Have you any reason to suppose a material change has taken place in the' 

relative proportion of paupers and others since the year I ~22 ?-No, there has: 
been no improvem~nt, certainly. I 

.1410 .. Have you any m'eans of supplyin~ the Committee at a future day with tbe 
Iflformatlon, in the event of a certain proportion of this population e~jgrating, wh~t' 
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is that proportion which would relieve the district from the intolerable burthens to 
which it appe~rs ~ow ~o b~_ subjecte~ ?-1. thi~k I could; bu.t I would add, that 
unless somethmg IS done with the cottages, It will be of no avail. 

141 1. Do you consider the state of the district you have been describing, as the 
general state of Kent ?-No, not the .gener.al ~tat~ of Kent, but a very large propor
tion of it. I-know of a correspondIng distrIct 10 Sussex, for 1 have an account, 
printed by the House of Commons, of several parishes which exhibit the same 
results; of course I cannot speak to the accuracy of it; the document to which 
1 refer is N° 422 of tbe papers printed in the Session of 1~22, it is intituled, 
CI Returns from the several parishes ~f N orthia m, Salehurst, Bunvash and Mayfield, 
in the county of Sussex, of the number of paupers, the population, and the amount 
of assessment for the relief of the poor." 

141:2. Are you of opinion that any paupers from the district ~ou are acquainted 
with would be willing to pay back any money advanced for their emigration, not 
pressinO' upon their means of cultivation ?-I do not think there w-ouldbeany ob: 
jection to that at all, provided they had seen any account lIpon \\Ohich tbey C9U~d 
rely, or upon which those who were to recommend the measure to them could speak 
with confidence, that those who go there are doing well; this wQuld 9vercome a great 
many of their objections, and induce them to prefer going there to going to New 
York, and working, as they must do in the latter case, fora certain number of 
years before they could realize money and go to the Western States ultimately in 
order to possess land themselves, for the possession of land is the great object of 
their desire; and the labourers from that district are perhaps as well qualified as 
any. men who could go from England, for it is a woody country, and they are all used 
to the handbill and axe, as well as any other agricultural instrument. . 0 

1413. Are you of opinion the removal of these poor labourers would have the 
effect of increasing the rate of wages to those who remain, and increase in general 
the comforts of the popuhitioll ?-Decidedly; there is not a question L1pon that 
point, if the number of persons in each parish were reduced down to the fair 
demand for them; we could employ more now, LInder the impro',ed system of 
agriculture, tlian we could forty years ago; if many of these labourers were removed, 
those who remained might make their own terms for their work. . . 

1414. Are you of opinion the population would increase in the same ratio in 
future ?-I think it would be very requisite that a reduction of the number of cot
tage1;, corresponding in some degree with the number of those who are about to 
emigrate, should take place; I am satisfied that- unless such a reduction took place, 
a good deal of what we did, \\ hether by the efforts of private individuals or of 
government, would be nullified, because if a removal of those persons to a better 
condition should take place in consequence of any legislative power that may be 
given, or by the individual efforts now made, it is quite manifest it would operate 
as an inducement to marriage, for the young people would marry immediately, and 
would reason thus, The moment I become chargeable to the parish, they will remove 
me to America. . . 

1415. Are there any legislative provisions which you would be disposed to recom
mend, for the purpose of preventing the increase of cottages ?-I would beg to 
call the attention of the Committee to the 31 st of Elizabeth, an Act intltuled, " An 
Act against the erecting and maintaining of Cottages." Perhaps it would not be 
taking up the time of the Committee unnecessarily if I were to read the Act, as it 
is a very short one. "For the avoiding of the great inconveniences which are found 
by experience to grow by the erecting and building of great numbers and multitude-
of Cottages, which are daily more and more increased in many parts of this realm ;' 
De it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, and the Lords Spiritual and; 
Temporal, and the Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authori~y ?f th.e same, That after the end o! this Session of Parliament, no person' 
sball, wlthm thiS realm of England, make bUIld or erect, or cause to be made builded! 
or erected, any manner of Cottage for habitation or dwelling, nor convert or ordain: 
any building or ~ousing made, or hereafter to be made, to be used as a Cottage for' 
habita.tio.n or dwelling, unless the same person do assign and lay to the same cottage
or bUlldmg fou~ acres of grou~d at the leas.t, to. be accounted accordiog .to the 
Statute or Ordmance De Terns MensurandlS, bemg his or her own freehold on 
inheritance, lying lIear to the said cottage, to be continually occupied and manured: 
therewith so long a~ the same cotta~e shall be inhabited, upon pain that everysufh 
Qffender shal,l forfell to our Sovereign L~~y ~he, Qw:en's l\I~je.sty, !l~l: h~u's ami. 
~ccessors, 1Cll pounds of lawfu!o~oney ot England, tor every such otrence.'~.:_ I 

14 1 I). 11a.~ 
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1416. Has J}Qt .that !;ta;tute been rep~ed ?-Perhaps it may; par.t of it has cer- T. "'.lIu.t!I 
t~ly been repealed by the 43d of Eli;lab.elh. I read it merely to shQ\f the ex~r~ Elf· 
jE:alousy of the legisl~t~re of that day, of tpe gr~a.t inconvenience of per~ons multi-~ 
plying in parishes without employment. 'J.~8J?' 

1417. I~ it your opiniO:!l that it might be ad.visable to permit the parish who might . • 
av~l tbemselYes of any faciljties of e.migra.tipu, to be invested with a power of 
preventing the erection of cottages of a certain dass, as a security that ~ similar 
redundal)t population should not be ren~wed ?-Some check, undoub~ed'y, ought ~ 
be imposed, but having had so short a time to consider the subject, I with great 
hesitation (l)ifer any suggestion upon it; but it does occur to me, that as und~r this 
statute the penalty was madp. to the Queen, or to the lord of the leet, according to 
tile nature of the information to be lai.din this case, the penalty should go to the 
parish in aid of the rates; and the liability to such penalty would, of course, be 
limited to such parishes as may relieve themselves from their redundant populatiQfl 
under the provisions of any Act of Parliament to which this inquiry may lead. 

1418. Would you not purpose liome saving clause, of a select vestry approving? 
~ Great caution would undoubtedly be necessary in framing the clauses relating to 
this sllbject,strjctly reserving their operation to those parishes which are in this 
pecu.Jiar distr~ss, aggravated in a very great degree by the extraordinary increase Qf 
.cottages during the last thirty years. 

1419. Can you say whether marriages between minors arc comnlOn in the neigh
lbourhood to which you have referred ?-Extremely COln}llon. 

1420. Is it usual, in hay-time and harvest-time, for a number of Irish lab@urer~ 
to go into that part of Kent?- -We are so thronged with inhabitants, I thin.k that 
.tal{es place less in that district than in any other part of the kingdom I hav~ 
heard of. 

J 42 I. You have stated to the Committee, that marriages between minors are not 
unCOl;Umon ?-Very freq;uent. 

1422. Are you of opinion that the knowledge that the parish must provide foe 
,tbes~ parti~ so marrying, is an ioducemen.t t@ them 10 enter into those eugage
~en~s ?--Maioly so, for I have had it from their own fB)outbs. 

:1423. Are the poor tolerably well educated jn the dist.ricts with which YOIl ~e 
particulady .aequainted ?--They are; I hardly know a parish without a. school in .it. 

1424. Are you acquainted with any attempt made by the better classes of the 
wmJ;I).unity to give them infor.mation on that most important point, a future settle
lPoot in life?-To that question I can only answer in my own i.ndividual capacity; 
I have taken very great pains, and I think I have succeeded in makil1g~any of 
them aware of that. I have had the gratifica.tion of hearing them .say, " You were 
quite right, we now see it in the light you do; the carlier v,,'C marry the sooner we 
shall have a family, who will be tripping up our heels, and turning us into a poor
house, and taking our \\·ork ii"om us." 

1425. Are you of opinion that the saQle laudable efforts, if more general, would 
he Illore beneficial ?-No doubt much good might be effected. 

1426. Have you ever observed that in private charities a preference is frequently 
g~ve~ to ,Persons who have l~rg~ families, that is, in privat~ charities,. such as ~hc 
thstnbutlOn of blankets at Chnstmas ?-I am not aware ot any particular preter
ence; I !;hould think they are usually given to those who are the most necessitous, 
from whatever cause . 

. 1427. Will the size of a family be considered l:!.S a proof of necessity?-I think 
it has frequently. 

] 428. Have savings banks been ado.pted in that part of the country 2-They have. 
] 429. Are the contributions to the~l pretty general ?--l cannot say, for in my 

own parish there is none: there is one at Hawkhurst, and another at Tenterden. 
I rather think that agricultural labourers make very few deposits in them, but I have 
no particular knowledge of these establishments. . 

1430. You have no sort of manufacture ?..:......No ; I am endeavouring to establish 
a ,straw manufacture for plaiting Leghorn hats, recommended in MI'. Cobbett's lit~1e' 
boqk, called " Cqttage Economy;" whether it "ill answer or not, it is too ~arly to. 
d.e~ide. They have mfl.de them really in a way that has exceeded my most ~an-_ 
guine expectations; a vast deal will depend on the weather in harvesting this straw; 
my~bjt~.ct "·as merely to give employ.ment to chi.ldren. . 
... l1\-31.. Have the person~ who have gone to the United 'States, according to the 
Ioformatlon you -have receIved generally, remained dependent upon-labour, or have 
tll~'y become lando'wner<; ?-MlHly have become landowners. 

404·, U 1432 . On 
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. ~:.L;H.o,jgr~, ' 1432. On what terms ?-I have heard 'tha~ they buy their land at two dollars' an 
-Esq. ~acre ; a tenant of 'my own left a farm, and emIgrated two years ago; he has beco~ 

~_ ---,JPossessed of 200 acres of land, and is doing extremely well; he has written home, 
and many of his neighbours ar~ going. , . , ' , ~7, ;,\pril, 

18'26. 

Mr. 
Edward Eager. 

'----------' 

TIle 
Right Rn. 

Bp. of Limerick. 
~ 

i433. In what part of America was his purchase ?-It was in the state of Ohio. 
1434. Was that cleared or Ilncleared ?-I rather think it was in a rough state, ' 
143./). They had to travel an immense distance before they could settle there?

Yes: he was a man of property, he went out with several hundred pounds. 

Mr. Edward Eager called in; and further Examined. 

1436. HAVE you any thing to give in to the Committee ?-l be~ to give in 
Estimates relative to the expense of emigration; (1.) and (2.) are relative to emi~ 
gration from England, (3.) from Ireland; and (4.) an estimate respecting emigrants 
having small property. 

[The H''''itness deli'Vered ill the same."" ] 

1437. Have you any Paper to deliver in respecting the proportions of males and 
females in New South Wales?- I can state the proportions; here is a paper which 
is an abstract from a census of the population of New South Wales in the year 
'1821; and I have also ascertained as well as I can, from some documents, the 
number of settlers who have gone out there since, which I have added. I estimate 
'that the free population at present consists of 17,000 males and 1 1,000 femaleS', of 
which 6,000 are ma.le children and about 5.800 are female children; and the convict 
population I estimate at 22,000 males and 1,500 females. 1 conceive that the 
colony would now absorb about 5,000 free women, to be sent out gradually, pro
vided all the free labourers there were established as settlers; of those 5,000 women 
I think a thousand would be immediately taken into service in families, at money 
wages of lot. a year, one half of which or 51. a year might be paid by the employer 
lio the government in liquidation of the expense of the woman's passage; I think 
a thousand more would be married immediately to persons who could atford to pay 
the expenses of the passage by annual instalments of 10/.; and the remaining 3,000 
may be sent out as the new settlers shall be established, and in the situation of being 
able to marry and support wives; they would after three years be able also to re
pay the expense by annual instalments of lot.; several settlers would pay at shorter 
periods, and some at once; and I estimate the expense of taking out free women 
WQuid be about 27/. each. This is the Estimate (producing it.) 

[The same 'was deli'Vc1'ed in, and read.·] 

The Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Limerick; Examined. 

] &38. ASSUMING it to be admitted, that the population in the South ofIreland 
is redundant, has your lordship ever considered the comparative advantages to be 
derived from a removal of that popUlation by means of emigration, and 'the em
ployingit at home by the application of capital ~-It has occurred to me to consider 
the question, in some degree; and, when I was told that my evidence was wished 
for here, I took down some hasty notes upon the subject, which probably may 
answer the question now proposed. 

I t is to be appr~hended, from past experience, that at hon.le much money might 
be expended WIth httle benefit. It would seem, that there mJaht be either want of 
judgment in the plan, or want of principle in the expenditu~e, or both. I have 
been partly led. to t?at conclusion, from c~nsidering. the mode of employing the 
sums sent over III 1822 by the London Rehef CommIttee. The famine was then 
c~rtail~ly ~rre~ted; but, with rare exceptions, mi.schid rather than good was done. 
1 b?-t IS vlewmg the matter broadly, ~nd lookmg, not to. the temporary relief 
afforded, but to the permanent effect. The people were, III too many instances, 
taught to rely rather on casual bounty, than on their own continuous exertions. 
They were employed, it is t~ue; but rarel} on beneficial public works, or in' such 
0. way as not to forestal theIr future ~armngs. It was very commonly contrived, 
that they were set to ~'ork, at the pubhc expense, on the farms of the minor gentry, 
an~ t.he ,more 5ubstantl~1 yeomanry; and .thus the occasions of fllture industry were 
anticIpated. He who m the year 182!! w~:'- employ~~ in ditching or draining' on 

• Vide Appendix, ~n 2. 

this 
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this or that farm, lost the benefit of precisely so much employment in, the year 182 3, 
This is meant to illustrate the way in which public grants might too probably be 
expended in Ireland. Where high-minded gentry are resident, it, would doubtless 
be,· considerably otherwise; but even such are liable to be circumvented, by the 
knavery of an inferior class of people. . 

,The evil to be met is a redundant population; it is now in the process of curing 
itself,. in the most painful way, by the, ejectment, destitution, and ~tarvation of 
those'poor people, whom I would call surreptitious tenantry. These are left upon 
tbe roads, to raise miserable hovels in the ditches. The object should be,,,in some 
way, to provide for them; and, so far as practicable, in such a way as would not 
only check the evil, but prevent its recurrence. Now, money brpught into the 
,country would not be likely to do this; for the landlords neither 'Would, nor can 
it be reasonably expected that they should, apply the funds for the relief of the 
ejeCted tenants; the money would assuredly go to the tenantry actually on their 
estates: But, grant for a moment, that it were to go among the former class: how 
could it be employed ? Not in re-establishing them in small farms, for this woul<,l 
be to renew and perpetuate the evil; not in making them manufacturers, for, for 
this :purpose, sufficient funds could not be expected, nor could directing beads be 
found. The more I reflect, the more I am persuaded that money sent a,rtifici,ally 
into Ireland, as contradistinguished from the natural order of things, whether ad. 
ministered in the way of gift or loan, would, in a few Years, lea\·e the peasantry jn 
a worse state than that in which it found them. If, with her present scanty means, 
Ireland is peoplerl beyond her resources, we are, to consider that the additional 
means afforded, insufficient for the creation of individual and national prosperity, 
would be quite enough to induce an increase of existing improvidence, of early 
marriages e~pecially, and all their attending mischiefs. 

The evil is pressing, is immediate. It calls, therefore, for an immediate remedy. 
Take any system of home relief, it must be gradual in its operation; before it 
can be brought to bear, the present sufferers will have died off, and others will have 
supplied their place, but not without a dreadful course of intermediate horrors. 
N ow, emigration is an instantaneous relief, it is what bleeding would be to all 

-apoplectic patient. The sufferers are (It once taken away; and, be it observed, 
from a country where they are a nuisance and a pest, to a country where they will 
be_a benefit and blessing. Meantime. so far as displaced tenants are taken aw~, 
the landlords, aided by existing laws, and especially by the Act now about tq be 
-passed, will have it in their power to check the growth of population, some\",-hat in 
the same way as, after removing redundant bJood, a skilful physician will try to 
prevent the human frame from generating more than what is requisite for a healthful 
:state. 

1:439. Has your lordship had any opportunity of knowing the general nature of 
the accounts -which have been received, in the South of Ireland, from those emi
grants who were sent out in the year 18:t3 ?-I have had some means of knowing 
It _ I have seen some letters which were, I believe, printed; I have heard of more, 
.and the general impression upon my mind is a very favourable one. It would 
appear that the emigrants have been extremely well satisfied; that they have 
written to their friends, and have wished their friends to follow them there. If I 
were asked as to the impression made upon the country itself, I should ~ay, the 
desire of the lower classes for emigration is very considerable, that there is a great 
anxiety for it; _ 
, 1440. Is your lordship of opinion tbat the landlords in the South of Irela~d, 
-whose properties would be immediately ben~fited by the remqval of this redundan~ 
population, would be disposed in any manner to contribute towards the expense of 
emigration ?-I should hope that, ultimately, they might. I think tpere might be 
difficulties in the first instance; it might, I conceive, be apprehended, tha,t, in many 
places, at the commencement, there '",ould _be,an, unwillingness to engilge for even 
a small annual payment. This unwillingness' would grow out qf many cal1ses ; 
particularly want of money, and, I would say, want of right apprehension as to the 
;scheme;· It would seem to -:me, that if the - plan were clearly propounded, an~ 
:widely llIade known, it would soon come to be understood; and, in the first place. 
it ~ight be wise to legislate \\ ith a view not to the pre$ent, but a prqgressive state 
of Information in Ireland." As information grows, it will be seen that a small 
annual payment, instead of involving a pecuniary loss, will, fr()m,the consequent im
proved state of things at home, be a source of profit. In fact, tl}~ evil f~lt in the 
outrages pefpetrated, and likely to be perpetrateoyet mor~ .I~rgely by disp'~§se~~~~ 
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pauper tenants, wo~ld, I .am ~atisfied, soon create a disposition to ~ay a small yearly 
stipend towards their emIgratIOn and settlemen! abroad. Thus It ~'oul?: he with 
the gentry; the far~ers would be .yet more desIrous,. because the ~15chlef come8 
home to them; theIr houses are hable to attack; theIr cattle are destroyed; theh
liv~s frequently become sacrifices. I should think, therefore, that there might be 
dood hope of parochial assessments, say to the amount of 6 d. per acre; supposing 
the law to authorize it. The gentry, too, might receive no slight impulse from a 
population eager to emigrate. The existence of parochial assessments mioht, pro
bnbly, lead to volun~ary en~age~ent~ on the part of t.h~ landed proprtetors.o Those 
"ho would be fit objects ot emlgratfon, are most solICitous to go; those who suffer 
most by their violence, would be ~lot unwilling to pay somewhat for their removal; 
s-everal leading gentry "ould be l~kely, at once, to embrace the plan; others might, 
in time, he induced to follow their example. The great thing is, to lay the uain, 
to opell the vent, and trust somewhat to strong moral probability for the desired 
completion. Let the plan be sanctioned by Parliament; let its operation be co~ 
menceu in one or more ciistricts, and other districts would fall into it more readily 
than might be at first imagined. Whatever doubts there may be, as to the willing 
contribution of landlords or farmers in general, there can be no doubt as to a large 
and growing class of landholders, those who, in the whole or in part, are successors 
bf ejected tenants, those whose farms have been enlarged by the expulsion of sur
reptitious tenantry; such WQuld, no doubt, gradually assess themselves for a sort of 
emigration tax. The present object of all wise landlords is, to increase the size of 
farms: so far as this object is effected, you will have a respectable class of farmers 
anxious to contribute an equitable rate for their own safety. 

The exising state of things is truly frightful; when tenantry (the under-tenants 
of under-tenant&) are dispossessed, after a season of patient suffering, they go into 
some other district, perhapfi a peaceable one ; there they fail not to find friends, 
clansmen and fellow factionaries, whom they bring back with then,) by night, to 
avenge their cause; it is avenged in blood; and, where occasion offers, the service 
is repaid in kind. Thus, the whole country is set in flames. This will be quite in
telligiole to those who know the system of mutnal understanding that pervades 
the districts, I may say, of each province. I will mention olle instance that came 
within my own knowledge. I beg, however, not to mention the part of Ireland 
in which i't occUl'red. It -was a case of the dispossessed tenantry of an estate. They 
were certainly surreptitious; they had, also, not paid their rent. They were, at 
length, &uddenly and simultaneously dispossessed; they wete in the most deplorable 
'state, without house, without food, without money; starving, and almost dying, 
in the ditches. I saw an affecting memorial on their behalf, praying that the pro

. prietor on whose estate they had been, would procure for them the privilege lmd 
nleans of emigration. They had, to my knowledge, been exemplary m pe.aceable
ness, amidst surrounding disturbance. But, from want perhaps rather of po wet 
than of will, their petition was not granted. . I ventu:ed to predict that if they were 
not in some way relieved, the consequences m the wmter would be dreadful. And 
so th~y ·were. They brought their friends, just in the way I have been describing~ 
from other di5tricts. Blood followed! afterwards, prosecutions, convictions, 
~x:ecutions, 

Now, . though it be true, that emigration .could not at once take away all tbM 
ulay be burthensome to the countr)" though It could not, evenjinally do so, it WQUld 
give relief to mallY, and hope to alt. At present they are in a state of hOJTeles~ 
despairing ~'ecklessness; th.erefore .th.e~ scruple not the worst. Give them hllpe, 
and they will endure; particularly If It IS known that good character will be a recom;. 
mendation. 

If ~ fiad to choose wbeth~r t~ere should or should not oe a moderate home pay .. 
meut In Ireland, I should lOfillltely prefer the former; as precluding the danger 
of jobs, and as insuring the best choice of emigrants, namely, from the class I have 
been describing. . 

144; I. Y ~u.r lordsh!r hai:i adv~~"te~ to a rate of 6 d. per acre, do you mean that 
to be 10 addlt.lOn ~o ~nvate ~ont:,butl?n on the part of landlords, or in superses,:;ioll 
of such cont~lbutlO~ ~.-I thlOk It deslIllble that there should be a certain pa'rochiai 
assE:'ssllleo.·~.L In addItIOn to the voluntary contribution of landlords. I think either 
desirable, but both best. There is a distinct reason fQr each, the landholder slrouJd 
pay for his ~rotectioll,. the ltindow'!er.for the impro~ement of his property. 

144?· Is ],t not obvIOUS. th~t tim eje~ted -pof)9kiu011, 'Cleprin!d of dfettnal assist
anc "elther h-f)m the culUvatlOn of ground or receiving the \\'age~ of Jabour, must 

. . ,. be 
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be a burthen on the community to the extent to which they consume?-Un
doubtedly. ,;,: . . ' 

1443. To that extent, any assessment for the purpose of emigration would rather 
be a substitution for the expense now incurred, than an addition ?-I should say s() 

.jf Ireland were a regulated country; as it is, the expense of their bare subsistence 
must, somehow or other, be incurred in a way that individuals might hope to escape; 
it is supplied partly by plunder, partly by the voluntary gifts of the peasantry; every 
cottage door in Ireland is opened to every mendicant, the inhabitants are always 
Teady to give a few potatoes, and to let the itinerant pauper lie in a corner of the 
house; so that a very definite expense is not incurred; but this is a course of things 
which cannot always proceed; there must be limits to such benevolence. 
' ... 1444. It would appear, from the description which has been given of the conse
quences arising from redundancy of population, from the prejudice which attaches to 
the·rest of the community as well as to the parties for whom no employment can be 
.found, that, if it were possible to impose a national tax that could form a fnnd for 
the purposes of emigration, the immediate effects of the relief of this redundancy 
would more than compensate for the amount of such imposition ?-I am satisfied 
they ",'ould; I have some doubt, however, whether it might be expedient to make 
the tax, at least till there had been some degree of successful experiment, compulsory. 
I should rather be disposed, in the fir&t instance, to see a power given of self-tax
ation; and if it were found, on trial, to answer well, and to give satisfaction, it 
might be then matter of future consideration, whether it should be a tax universally 
imposed. 

]445. Does your lordship mean a power to parishes to tax themselves?-Yes. 
1446. Your lordghip adverts to something that should be of the nature of an 

English poor-rate entirely limited to purposes of emigration? - Exactly so. 
1447. And optional on the part of each parish ?-- Yes. 
1448. If instances can be shown of English parishes, who had already the machi

neryof a poor-rate to assist in this operation, mortgaging their rates for the purpose 
of emigration, and that success attended the emigrants so removed, is not your 
lordship of opinion that example would operate materially to induce the adoption of 
a similar principle in Ireland?-I have little doubt that it would; at the same time 
it is to be considered that in England it would come rather in the shape of relief 
from an existing burthen, while in Ireland it would at first have the appearance 
of the impoEition of a new one. 

1449. Although that impression might be excited in the first instance, reflection 
would show that it would be a relief instead of a burthen, even in Ireland ?-I think 
it would; and the conviction that it would, strengthens the impression I. feel that it 
would be better the matter should be voluntary, and not compulsory. 

1450. Supposing that landlords were to be called upon for contribution for the 
purposes of emigration from their estates, is your lordship disposed to think that 
they. would prefer contribution in the nature of a small annuity, though of a com
paratively permanent nature, rather than a demand made upon them at the moment 
lOr il'eady money? -Considering the small amount of ready money that the Irish 
gentry in general have disposable, I think they would prefer a small sum annually 
for a time, rather than giving a larger sum once for all; I think it could be done 
more. conveniently in the mode of an annual contribution, than by a payment 
at once. 

J451 .. Supposing any legislative provision were to be made, under which estates 
for lite: coold be charged with an annuity for the purposes of emigration, are you 
of opinion that such legislative provision would afford an inducetnent to the Irish 
1andlords to contribute to emigration ?-I think it ought to afford an inducement; 
·butI do not feel myself so well authorized to pronounce whether it speedily would. 
18"fn sure it ought, and I should hope that in time it would. 

1452. Supposing ~hat the population could be removed from an estate, at the rate 
of ten shillings a year for each p~rson, for an .unn?ity of sixty y.ears, such annuity 
to be chargeable upon the land; ]s your lordshIp dIsposed to belIeve that landlordS 
wonld be prepared to incur that expense, for tte advantage of getting rid of a popu
lation which measures of precaution would prevent re~assembling on that property, 
applying this observation to the most disturbed districts ?-Applying it even to the 
most disturbed districts I think the disposition would not be speedy. I think, how
ever, that in those districts there might be individuals found who would imme
diately undertake that obligation, und that their example might lead to imitation. 

404· U 3 1453. If 
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TIle '1453. If it were proposed to limit this annuity to twenty years, do yon think the 
Right Ret', alteration of the proposal would occasion a greater dispusition to adopt it? - I have 

Bp. of Limerick, no doubt it would, 'I have found, in other instances and other concerns, a willing
~ ness in individuals to commit themselves, who would say, I do not chuse to commit 

.!l7 ~p:l1, my son, and my grand-son, And, applying that rule, I should say it would make 
,I '2 , a very considerable difference, , " 

J 454. If any engagement could be entered into between the emigrant removed 
from an estate and the landlord, under which the emigrant would bind himself to 
repay after a certain period, say the period of seven years, to the landlord, the 
money advanced by him for his removal, and if it could be demonstrated that he 
would have the means of doing so, and that facilities would exist fo\' a transmissiDn 
of such progressive instalments so paid on the part of the emigrant, is your.lordship 
of opinion that that consideration would operat,e upon the mind of the 'landlords in 
the south of Ireland to facilitate the project of emigration ?-I have no doubt it 
would; but I wish to understand whether that question proceeds on the snpPQsition, 
that after that limited period of years the emigrant, ins,tead of the landlord or the 
pari~h, should pay the sum advanced by government, I should think the landlord 
would be more acted upon by the expectation of a transfer of the obligation from 
himself to the emigrant, than he would be acted upon by the principle of repayment 
to himself, 

14.5;), Supposing, therefore, that the money advanced was to be repaid by.an 
annuity spread over a surface of years, your lordship is prepared to state, that you 
think the landlord would be willing to undertake the earlier years of that payment, 
leaving to the emigrant to continue the payment when he shall have the means of 
doing so from the success of his emigration, that is, from the profits of the land he 
has to cultivate ?-I am disposed to think so. ' 

14.56. Does not your lordship consider that a great proportion of the general maSS 

of offences in Ireland is derived from the system of Irish tenancy, and the excessi\'e 
population which has been its result ?-I have no manner of doubt of it, a very 
considerable proportion indeed, 

145i. Your lordship has alluded to the provisions of the Bill now in Parliament 
for prevel!ting sub-setting; does your lordship conceive that \\ould have a very COD

siderahle effect in checking population ?-I should rather think it would; but I have 
not had an opportunity of reading the Bill; I have only heard of it; and I have 
alluded to it, as a measure that I thought would prohably be attended with good 
effect in that way; but, not having read the Bill, I should not, of course, wish to 
give any thing like a decided opinion upon it; if sub-tenancy leads to increase of 
popula.tion, it is to be inferred that a check of sub-tenancy will lead to a decrease 
of population. 

1458, In addition to that, could your lordship su~gest any otber measure of a legis
lative description, which would tend to prevent a recurrence of the evi1s arising from 
excessive population ?-I should wish for such a legislative measure as has been ad
verted to; that is, a measure rendering it possible that ill the event of emigration 

· there should be an annual contribution from the landlord, or an assessment on the 
parish,or both. 

1459, You would think it necessary there should be some contribution on the part 
of the landlord, to give the country a security that the landlord himself felt that 
a redundant population was injurious to him, and that he would take measures ,to 
prevent its recurrence ?-I think that desirable; and I think it desirable that com
missiontlrs for the carrying emigration into effect in an extended way should look 
to aid from the gentry; from the landed proprietors..· " 

146,0_, Are, the Committee justifip? in .c?nsidering, from th,e,general tenour of your 
lor?sh1p s eVIdence, th~t you are ot opmlOn t,~at ~~ery faCilIty should be given ~ 
legl~latlOn f,!r the taxatJ('m of,the la~d" and ot mdl,vlduals, for the purposes of emi
gratIOn, whIle. at the same time dIstricts and panshes should be left to their o\\n 

· option to a\'aJl themselves of such facilitiC's ~--That is precisely the view Ishould 
· be disposed to take of the subject. " 
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LieUtenant Colonel Cockhurn, called in; and t;xammoo. 

1461. YOU were Superintendent, the Committee understand, of the Military Litut. Col. 
Settlements in Upper Canada ?--Of the whole of them; I was so ex officio as De- , Cucklnlrn. J 

puty Quarter-master General. ~ 
~8 April, 

1 !S~6. 
• 1 1462. What is the date of the establishment of those military settlements?- I 
think they commenced in 1816 or 181 7. . ,. 
. 1463. What was the situation of those settlem~nts ?-Tbey are situated between 
the river St. Lawrence and the Ottawa river,. and were. commence(l near the river 
called the Rideau . 

. ~ 1464. What is the general character of the soil in that particular district, as to fer
tility?-'--I should say good. 

1465. What is the character of those settlements?-They were established for the 
object of p)acin~ discharged soldiers upon them; and in the first instance, a certain 
number of the crown reserves were put at the disposal of the Quartermaster General's 
department for this purpose; the number of persons to be located increasing very 
fast, the vacant crown reserves in the vicinity of the Rideau proved insufficient for 
the object in view, and a certain number of townships were therefore surveyed and 
laid out in the same neighuourhood, and were appropriated altogether to the same 
purpose. 

1466. What was the quantity of land allotted to each settler?-That depended 
upon the rank of the individual put down; the largest grant made to field officers 
was] ,200 acres, it then went down in proportion according to the different ranb, 
and the smallest parcel granted was that of ] 00 acres to a private soldier. , 
- ] 467. W'hat facilities did those settlers receive in the early period of th~ir loca

tion ?-The'y had, in the first instance, the transport found for themselves and fa
milies to the settlement; after being placed upon the lands, they were allowed one 
year's provisions, in addition to which they' had considerable assistance given them 
in implements cif husbandry, and articles to assist them in building their houses. 
, 1468. Was the land upon which they were placed prepared for their reception, or 
were they themselves assisting in the constructioll of their houses ?-There was no 
preparation further than a survey of the lots. 

] 469. Were the wives and children of those soldiers conveyed with them ?-Yes, 
they were. . • 

i470. Are you able to inform the Committee what was the general estimate of 
the expense of the location of each private soldier ~-By reference to docllments in 
my possession I can find that out; taking the average time for which each soldier 
received rations, that is, one pound of beef and olle pound of flour, at sixteen 
months, the expense would be about 20 t. sterling, exclusive of implements of hus
bandry and expense of settling department. The Committee will observe, this calcu-
lation applies to an individual settler. . 

1471. Was there any degree of coercion imposed upon those soldiers, after the 
period oftheir location ?-There were settlement regulations, which they were obliged 
to obey. ' 

147:.!. Have you a copy of them ?-They referred to due exertion in clearing and 
improving their lots, general propriety of conduct, and not quitting the settlement 
without permission from the settling department. 

1473. Are the settlers indiscriminately English, Irish and Scotch?-They are, 
and some German. 

1474. Indiscriminately? - Yes. 
1475. During how many successive years was this principle of location adopted 

and acted upon ?-I should think six or seven years. 
) 476 .. Were the fresh detachments of soldier settlers arriving in each year located 

upon similar principles ?-It is to be recollected that of late years soldiers have been 
enlisted for limited periods of service, and it has been the custom in the Canadas', 
when those periods of service expired, instead of affording the soldiers a passage 
JlOme, to give them lands, with the advantages I have before stated, in lielJ of the 
passage; the numbers, tiJerefore, applying for lands depended very much upon the 
soldiers each corps had to discharge. 

4°4· 1477. Have 
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" 1477. Have you had a.ny oPP?rtunity of knowil~g the precise condition of some of 
the earliest settlers of thIs location ?-Yes, certalOly I have. 

1478. Of their one hundred acres, how many acres are now in a state of cultiva
tion, upon an average ?-I should s.ay from fifteen to twenty acres, and ill some in
stances certainly more; but that wIll have depended very much upon the means 
which"tbey had over and above their own manual exertions of bringing the land into 
cultivation. 'I . 

14i9. Did those settlers possess any means, except those afforded by government? 
-The mititary settlers assuredly did not. I ought to have added, when speaking of 
the means afforded to the settlers, that it happened, in many eases, that at -th~ eud 
of the year they were in such a state as to require further as!;istance, and if they 
had not had that further assistance afforded them, they would have inevitably 
perished for want. 

1480. Was that occasioned by a failure of crops ?-Perhaps they ruayhave exerted 
themselves to the utmost, but the season may not have tLlmed out a particular good 
one, or other unto\\-ard circumstances may have occurred froDl sickness, wouRds{to 
which men making great use of the axe are of course very ,loiable) fire.or otbet"MSej 
and l1t the end of the year they have not had whe~-.ewithal to support themSlPlves; 
aU the money, therefore, which had been expended on them w@ul~ havtl been lost, 
and the settler deprived of the benefit of his exertions, without further alSsistaocc ; 
and i should say, generally speaking, from the experience I have myself had, and 
I[ have witnessed. the progress of the emigrant from the cutting of the first stiok till 
he has been capable of supporting himself, that I do not think you can' possibly 
Tec:kon upon one year's provisions being sufficient to enable a man to become esta
'blished upon his land. 

1481. What further period, as an average period, should YOH be disposed to assiga 
for the continuation of rations ?--Six months. 

1]482. At the expiratiOl:t of those siK mOlJlths, under cLrcLlmstances of general pros
perity, you would be of opinion that the emigrant would be no longer in a state of 
-(\\.ependence ?-I have no doubt of it, and I think very often in twelve months. 

J483. ,Could you describe in detail to the Committee the precise sta.te·of iml>l'ov.e
ment -of one of those settlers, with a family settled upon his land, in the early pan 
'Of tbe settlement, stating the progressive production of each year ?-An acre .ofland 
lW·hen,first cleared may, from its original richness and the effect of the ashes obtained 
by burning, be expected to produce about twenty bushels of wheat, and each bushel 
of wheat will yield about fifty pounds of flour; a good settler may, by due. exertion, 
clear to an extent of three acres in the first year; if therefore he meets with no 
untoward circumstance, he may at the ex.piration of tllat peviodbe exempt from 
the fear of starvation; but, be it remembered, he has his house to ,construct, a sev.ere 
winter to contend with, clothing to provide for himself,and family, ;aod a chance of 
:sickness ,much increased by change of diet and an entire absence of those little 
comforts which he has heretofore enjoyed, but which the want of teaches him for 
,the ,first time dltly to appreciate; amongst other casualties to which settlers are 
liable, but which can scarcely be imagined by tbose not familiar with the woods, 
,that of fire is very much increased, from the dryness of the season, and it is no un
Ifrequent circumstance to find a house and crop, and every thing belonging to a settler, 
destroyed in this way; and thus it is, that though he llIay be considered competent 
t9clear three acres a year, and by so doing go on progressively towards indepen
dence and cOJOfort, it often happens, without any fault of his own, that the accom~ 
plishment of his hopes is delayed year afte.r year, and in some cases, I fear but too 
Inany, never fulfilled at all. Under such Circumstances, and I have described them, 
not from bear-say, but, from \~hat ~ ha.ve witnessed, it will I am sure appear abso
lutely necessary that before emlgr.atlOn IS encouraged to any great and public extent, 
means sh?uld be ta~en for securlOg the [ulfilment of those hopes and expectations 
under which tl~e enll~rant ca~l al,one be Il1duced to quit his native home, and' en
.counter such dJfficult~es,. depnvatlODs, and fatigue. . 

t' .1484 . At the expiratIOn of seven years from the period of loca,tion, are you of 
. 0pl,mon .that any ont; of those settlers has been able to produce a surplus produce 
which, "If he could find a. market, would be equivalent in value to 51. 'English 
mone~ r-GeneraHy speakmg, I shoul? rather be inclined to say no. I 

,1,485: Have you any means of r~ferr~ng~to documents which would enable you to 
speak \'\'Ith more accuracy upon t\l1S pomt r-I have no document to which I coulj 
r~fel' so as lo enable me to answer very particularly as to that poiRt. .... : 

14&6. Are 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED-KINGDOM. 149 

1486. Are the Committee to understand from your answer, that it would be diffi
cult to find a market, or that it would be difficult to produce that which if 'he could 
'part with, would be equivalent in value to that sum ?-I should say that a settler 
after seven years ought, if he is industrious and has conducted himself as he ought 
to do, to be in possession of property fully to the amount of SI. of annual surplus; 
but 1 doubt very much indeed whether he can command a market with that sort of 
cel:tainty so as to pay that sum as a money rent; the only lands allotted for settlers 
-are in distant parts of the country, where there are not any markets; they stated to 
me when 1 was last in Canada, You left us without food, and now you find us with 
more food than we know what to do with. 

'1487. If roads were constructed and facilities of communication affurded, are you 
of opinion, tbat a market would be found for the surplus produce of this settlement? 
-I think there might be; but still 1 think there would be a great difficulty in col-, 
lecting rents, to the paying of which there is a general repugnance through the 
Canadas, and more particularly in the upper province; even the Seigneurs have 
a considerable difficulty in getting their rents from those who are established under 
them. 

1488. Though there may be a difficulty in obtaining rent, would there be in obtain
ing the value in kind from those parties?-That would depend very much upon the 
means which you take to enforce the collection of it. 

1489. Then are you of opinion that a settler who should remove from this country, 
being in a state of want and destitution, and who is told that he should be placed 
upon lands in a colony, have implements given to him to cultivate those lands. as-, 
sistance in the construction of a hOllse, and food for a period until his own produce 
shall be sufficient to maintain himself and family, that such a settler would not be 
content at the period of seven years to commence the repayment of the capital 
advanced for the purpose of emigration ?-I thin~ that at the end of that time you 
carinot reckon upon receiving back, by way of rent, any part of the expense you ''\-'ere 
put to in establishing those settlers, for in more than one-half of the instances you 
would not succeed at all, and in many others you would not succeed without having 
recourse to legal process; the only thing would be by withholding the deed; but 
if that were done, the consequence would be that the settler would consider it such 
a grievance, that he would cease to take any interest in his location, and would 
leave it. 

1490. Your opinion is, that under no conceivable circumstances a settler would 
be prepared to pay rent at the expiration of seven years ?-Gentrally speaking 
I think that a settler would not fulful any engagement he might entcr into for the 
repayment, at the end of seven years, of the money received. 
, ] 491. Was there not some engagement entered into with those military settlers 
on this subject ?-There "'as; it was in a year of great difficulty; the crops had 
failed, and it was deemed necessary to give them some assistance in seed-wheat, 
for which they promised to repay at a certain period; the accounts for this. expen
diture were kept open for a consideral::le time, and we were at last obliged to get 
im order to cancel the debts altogether, from the impossibility of collecting them. 

1492. Are the Committee to understand that your opinion, as to the nonpayment 
of rent by the emigrant, arises from an indisposition of the emigrant to pay it, or 
his incompetency to the payment of it?-I should say partly the one and partly 
the other, and very much from the difficulty of finding markets, and the great 
scarcity of money in those settlements. 

1493. Were not casual settlers located upon the same pl'inciples as the military 
settlers, for a certain period ?--:-Yes. 

1494. What was the change in their management that then occurred ?-After 
a certain number of years an increased number of settlers came ont, and the ex
pense of providing 1'01' them, of course, became very great; in consequence of 
which, we were directed no longer to give the assistance of rations to any but 
military settlers, and we therefore refused lands to all emigrants except such as 
had sufficient money to enable them to bring the land into cultivation, and we 
cGnsidered 20/. the minimum. . 

~495. In other wo.rds~ that sum of 201. was to supply the implements and the 
rationswbich a military settler had rec~ived from the government ?-Yes. 

1496• What is the average fertilit.y of that particular district, as to the number 
of bushels of wheat produeed per acre ?-It depends very much upon the state of 
4~ X ilie 
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the weather? their fi~st crops d~pend c~iefly upon their ha'\-ing wha~ is called a good 
burning; it IS ,:ery ddI~.cuIt to gIve prec~sely ap ans~er to the q~estlOn: . 

1497. Was It consIdered generally In the provmce, that thIS partIcular dIstrict 
was the most- desirable that could be selected for the O€cupation of new settlers?
It was supposed to be so in a political point of view, because we wished to esta
blish a good population between the two rivers, with a ~iew to establish a com
munication with Upper Canada, distinct from that of the river St. Lawrence. 

149~. Must not a new settlement, to be placed in the most advantageous position, 
be more or less contiguous to districts already inhabited ?-Certainly; the nearer 
to places which are inhabited the better for it. 

1499. Was that the case with respect to those military settlements?-Certainly 
it was. 

1500. Where were the districts averagely inhabited, that immediately adjoined 
the district occupied by the military settlers ?-The Johnson district. . 

1501. By whom is that district inhabited?-By a class of Upper Canadians, 
I believe, the United States loyalists, who came over and settled there in the first 
instance. 

1502. Is it a district which is as populous as any other in Upper Canada?
I should think so, taking it generally speaking; it is not very large, but, the front of 
it being on the St. Lawrence, it is as well inhabited as any district in Upper 
Canada. The military settlements are immediately at the back of a village called 
Brock-ville, which is rather a considerable place, and there is also a village called 
Prescot, near to it. 

1503. Have the greater part of those military settlers remained upon their lands, 
or have any of them gone over to the United States?-There is no doubt but 
a great many of them have gone over. 

1504. And remained there ?-And remained there. 
1505. Are those that have gone over principally single men, or married men?

Both the one and the other. 
1506. And the married men have gone over with their wives and families ?-No 

doubt of it. 
1507. Is there any census kept of the settlers which have so removed, and of 

those who have staid ?-It might be easily obtained; but after a certain period the 
military settlement ceased to be under the control of the military, of course since 
that time we have had no opportunity of getting at it. . 

1508. In what manner were the locations of settlers disposed of, who voluntarily 
left the country to go to the United States ?-Of those who left them without having 
received their deeds, the lands were re-Iocated, but where any improvements had 
been made, it was a rule, which I established myself, that, previously to granting 
the lot to any body else, the improvements should be valued, so that in the event 
of the settler coming back again, he might receive the amount of that labour which 
he had actually laid out in effecting the improvements. 

] 509. Have you any opportunity of illformin.g the Committee, hy reference to any 
documents which you may possess, of the estImated value of the improvements in 
anyone case ?-! could obtain it b;: r~ference to the other side of the Atlantic; it 
would take only a few weeks to obtam It. 

1510. Do you know the motive that induces those parties to migrate to the United 
States ?-I think, generally, it is a mistaken motive; but the people of the United 
States are exceedingly fond of enticing settler!', by holding out certain inducements 
to them to come over; the Americans avail themselves of the labour of those in~ 
dividuals for a certain time,. and then turn them adrift. I have known a great 
numb.er of people who, on thel~ way to Upper Canada, had been induced by false 
J:>romIses to go over to the Umted States, and who have eventually perished there 
tor want, 

15 1 .1• In. you~ ?pinion, is the inducement offered to them that of high wages?
Th~e IS a dispOSitIOn on the part. of the Americans to exaggerate the advantages of 
theil' Qwn country, and to depr~clate that of the Canadas; and our settlers, though' 
sen.t over by g~vernment, are 111 but. too many cases predisposed to give credit to 
thell' exaggera.tJons, the ~onsequence IS, they are easily persuaded, and having gone 
over 'on pr~mlses of. aSSistance, fin.d the lands they have been put on taken from 
them, and 111 ma~y mstanc.es I believe they. have been sent to gaol for failure in 
~-epllyment of th~lr very aSSIstance, the promIsed advantages of which, in the first 
mstance, determmed them on going to the States. 

15l:.:!. Do 
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~ 51 2. Do you not conceive that the parties, generally speaking, who have gone to 
t~le. United States under those deceptious engagements, have suffered from their mi
gration r-I have not the least"doubt of it. 
. 1513. Do you not consider that they were also very much attracted by public works 
which were carrying on during the last year in the United States ?-There were no 
public works in the immediate vicinity of which I am speaking. 

15J4. Was there not a canal constructing?-Very few of the settlers get so high 
as that, most of them get enticed between Cornwall and Kingston; the latter is at 
the commencement of Lake Ontario. 
, 1515· Is it not necessary that they should be provided with funds in order to purchase 

lands, before they can become settlers in the United States?-I have known many 
people, who on getting· out of their boats had not money to pay for a meal, go over 
to the States; what their expectations or intentions were it would be difficult to say. 

1516. Must they not have been provided with funds, in order to obtain lands for 
settling upon ?.,-No doubt of it. 

1.S17. Which was not the case with those people to whom you havejust alluded? 
-Certainly not. 

1518'. Have you known any cases, i~ Upper Canada, oflands taken and sold under 
the first purchaser ?-I think there must have been a great many in the military 
settlement. 

1519. In those cases were they not paid for ?-There is hardly such a thing as a 
ready money sale of land in Upper Canada. 

1520. Not meaning by the question paid in money, but paid for in any way? - I tis 
generally paid for by instalments; so much in the first year, so much in the second, 
and so much in the third, and so on, the whole of the money bearing interest; but 
I believe it has happened in many cases that neither the one nor the other is 
realized. 

1521. Is not that v.ery much owing to the want of free communication, and the 
want of circulating medium ?-I have no doubt it is owing to the want of money. 

1522. Do you consider it is the want of money_or money's worth ?-The want of 
money; the consequence of which is, that a person possessing commodities, and 
wishing to turn them into money, finds it next to impossible; so long as it is merely 
a transaction of barter, the transaction proceeds; but when the necessity of turning 
it into money arrives, it is next to impossible to do it. 

1523. Would not the first step to remove the difficulty to which you have alluded, 
be the establishing of free access and ready communication to a market ?-N 0 doubt 
of it. 

1524. Must not the internal transactions between the settlers be necessarily con
fined· to barter, until you get that sort of communication to other markets?
Assuredly. 

1525. Would not such an improvement lead to the convertibility of raw produce 
into money?-I have no doubt that it would most materially tend to the general 
prosperity of the country; whatever has a tendency to do this will increase the cir
culating medium, and will establish a greater quantity of money and money trans
actions. You have a long and protracted communication with but one road, and to 
the back of that is a boundless quantity of land; till you get roads diverging into 
those lands, you can have no good communications. 

1526. Has it fallen witbin your line of observation to notice the nature of the com
munications by land and water ?-It has; the water communications, bad as they 
are, are those which are used, because you have no land communication; if you have 
to travel a couple of thousand miles in Upper Canada, you must go the greater part 
of it by water, for there is no land conveyance. 

1527. Do you not conceive that by some general principle of contribution, by 
Jabour, on the part of the settlers, that lines of communication very beneficial to 
those new communities could be establisherl without any great burthen ?-The legis
lature of Upper Canada have provided for that as far as possible, by making it 
a settlement duty that each inhabitant shall make one half of the road in front of 
his own lot; that is, supposing there were two settlers, they shall make the road to 
.that extent between them; but that rule is found to be inadeq ua te, ifthere are scat
~ered inhabitants; the roads will only be made in front of their own lots, and wheD 
made at all, they are next to impa<\sable; I should however add, that three years 
ago, a tax was imposed by the legislature on all uncultivated lands, of one-eighth of 
4°4.' X 2 . a penny 
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a penny per acre; the amount produced by this tax, or how it has been collected or 
appropriated, I am not aware of. . . 

1528. What is the process made use of by the settlers In makmga road;-Intheir 
settiements where it has been acted upon, I believe it has consisted in cutting off 
a few of the tops of the trees. ' 

] 529. Are you not of opinion that, as the population increased, more persons would 
be found to take a p~r~ in the formation . o~ roads ?-Most assuredly; the great 
difficulty now is, that It IS hardly worth whIle where ~here are only a few Jots. 

1530 . If a settler now finds that he has almost an Insu~mountable difficulty in dis
posing of his surplus prod.uce, from the ~an~ of a roa~, wIll he not ~aturally employ 
those labourers whose assIstance he avaIls hImself of In the formatIon of roads, for 
the purpose of giving value to the surplus produce, rather than to the mere cultiva. 
t~on of the land to produce more?-Where a man has to live by means of his own 
labour, the first object is to obtain food; when he gets a surplus of food, he then is 
certainly more at liberty to attend to other matters; but even then you cannot get 
him to make a road beyond his own lot; in those parts of the country which·have 
been long established there are roads which are passable, but in new settlements 
there are no roads. 

1531. Are you acquainted with the line of country fromNiagara to Port'Ta]bot? 
":""'Partly I am; but I have generally gone by water. '. 

1532. ,How was that road made?-It was made under the establishmell~ of the 
legislature by statute labour and the labour which the settlers are bound to perform 
in front of their own lots; it is on the line of communication between Quebec anel 
Amhers tburgh. 

] 533. Are you not of opinion that a settler who finds that he cannot command 
labour, would be glad to supply his surplus produce in feeding and clothing labourers, 
if they could be procured to work under him ?-I should think he would, under the 
circumstance of having produce which he had no other way of disposing of. " ' 

] 534. ' Are you of opinion that the present system of government and clergy re:
serves materially tends to prevent the making of good roads in Upper Canada?
Decidedly; unless a clergy or crown reserve be under lease, there is no provision to 
make any road through it at all, so that it becomes a stop. 

] 535. You are understood to say, that there is a want of labour to make the com
munications?-It is quite impossible to describe the indisposition there is to labour 
in this way; a man will "'ork for bimself, but does not like to leave his own improve
l1)en.ts for a daily stipend; in the back parts of the country, where you establish set
tlements, they will nut do it, and I am satisfied that those settlers succeed better 
who occupy their time on their own lots than those who work occasionally for other 
people. ' 

1536. But suppose a man on a certain location devotes all his time to his work, 
would he not be desirous to increase the quantity of his labour applicable to his lot 
by extra hands ~-l have no doubt he would, 

o 153i, Do you not think be would derive considerable benefit from that increase 
of I'ahour in the return which it would enable him to produce?-Yes. I am very 
doubtful, though it is a point I have never acted upon, whether the best assistance 
that could be afforded to a settler would not be, instead of giving him so much money 
"f)r so much provisions, to give him so many acres of cleared land. ' 

8538, Do you not think that a person who has obtained a surplus produce on his 
location, would be desirolls to obtain labour in return for that surplus ?-I have no 
doubt of it. 

] 539, And do you not think that an application of that labour miuht be very 
beneficially made for the purpose of maki?g such roads ?-I must qualify'\he answer 
to that question; an ad~i,tiou !n thea~t~cle of labour wO,uld be cert~inly a great 
benefit to the person avallmg himself ot It, .but no man \Yllllay out hIS own funds 
when he is to receive only a partial benefit In return, and the making roads in thi~ 

-way would benefit his' nelghbour as well as himself. ' 
1540. But wo~ld. there not be a general, disposition among settlers similarly cir

cumstanced, that It IS by th~ means o~ havlDg good roads that they would be indi. 
vidually benefited ?-~peakmg theoret1cally, one would be inclined to answer in the 
afl.irm.ative, but experience compels me to answ~r in thenegati!e ; . the' ~ifficulty is 
thiS; Jf YOlt could locate every lot upon the lIne of commUnIcatIon It would be 
,'cry welf to establish a road which would be a benefit to all upon that line, but 
uniortunately YOIl only locate perhaps fifty .lots out of a hundred. 

1541. Are 
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1541. Are you not of opinion that if emigration were to be carried on on an 
,extended scale, that that difficulty would of necessity he cured ?-It might be much 
.lessened, hut not cured altogether; I have no doubt a great many difficulties would 
be done away if emigration were to be carred on on a regular system, hut it depends 

· very materially upon the extent of that system. 
· 1542. Do you think that the surplus produce of those already settled might be 
very usefully absorbed in supporting subsequent emigration ?-No doubt of it, but 
it is only a few places where you have it. 

1543.: Such, for instance, as the case of the settlers you have mentioned ?-It 
depends very much upon the state of the weather; when the rivers and creeks are 
much swollen by rains, they avail themselves of the opportunity of getting their sur • 
.plus produce to the navigable river, the Ottawa, and thence to a market. 

1544. Are there any good mill strea~s in the district you have been speaking 
of?-There are streams very well adapted for that purpose. 

_: 1545. Do you not conceive that the soundest principle of settling a new country 
is to place the new settlers on the margin of a district already cultivated, and to take 
care that no material interstices existed without being filled up by settlers, prior to any 
extended range of location being adopted ?-U ndoubtedly I do, but a large propor
tion of swamp and other bad land intervening, would prevent that purpose being 
effected altogether; the Committee are aware that those are natural impediments, 
which must necessarily exist, more or less, in all settlements. 

1546. And there is a great intermixture of this sort of land, not fit for cultivation? 
-Yes, a great deal. 

1547. In cases where swamps or lands of very sterile quality intervene, would it 
not be the peculiar duty of the legislature to provide that simultaneous improvements 
of communication should take place at the expense of the colony, with respect to 
those districts, while the settlers themselves might be concurrent in establishing com
munication between the occupied parts?- However advantageous, experience tells 
us ~hat the legislature never will do it; and the difficulty is increased by the circum
stance of the legislature appropriating to each district the sum to be therein ex
pended out of the general amount voted for improving internal communications, 
for as the number of representatives in parliament depend 0n the population, and 
as the new settlements are the least populous, there is of course less chance of 
having money appropriated to the improvement of the communication so situated. 
With refermce to the possibility of collecting rents, and in confirmation of that which 
I have stated, I would refer the Committee to the difficulties which the clergy have 
in collecting the rents of their reserves. I am aware they have many under lease; 
I allude to what they actually receive, not to what is due. 

1548. Are you of opinion that the reserves which remain to the Crown and the 
clergy, operate as an obstacle to local improvements, hy cutting off the lines of 
communication ~-There can be no doubt of it. 

1549. Did it ever occur to you that the adoption of timber rail-roads would be 
a good mode of communication for these new settlers ?-J think that the timber rail
roads would be the easiest of construction; and I have no doubt they may here- . 
·.after be used very advantageously; but the country at present is much too young 
Jor any improvement of that kind. . 
· 1.550 • In your opinion would not that be the cheapest and most convenient road? 
-Yes, I think it would; but it would require a precision in cutting and laying the 
timber, which in a young country you could scarcely expect to obtain; a man who 
'could do that would obtain more by employing his labour in other ways; it is a 
.description of mechanic labour which can hardly be expected to be procured at 
present. 

1551. But supposing a number of settlers to be desirous of forming a road of com
munication to a point of embarkation, would not that be the cheapest road that 
could be made ?-I have no doubt that they might find it to be so; but the Com
mittee will be aware how difficult it is to get twenty or thirty settlers to be of one 
mind, so as to unite for any general improvement. 

1,')52. Are those settlers all employed in agricultural pursuits, or have any handi
crafts sprung up among them ?-Some of the handicrafts, when sufficiently established, 
have availed themseves of th~ir particular line of business. 

1553. In the mili tal'Y district you have settled, how is it wi th regard to that fact? 
-We have more workmen there in proportion; for this reason, it appeared to those 
persons under whose orders I was acting, as well as to myself, that it would be ad
~'isable to establish a 'certain nllmber of villa~es in the military settlements; and I 
.4~ X3 w~d 
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would submit to the Committee the utility of doing so in all new settlements, as a 
means of bringioO' artisans together, of encouraging tradesmen to bring goods to 
the settlements, a~ld of affording to the farmers the means of disposing of their 
produce. 

15.54. Do you think that th.e present mode of locating land by squares, is pre
ferable to doinO' it by concentnc lots ?-I have seen many of the latter description 

o d . I 
, but I think for all practical purposes the present mo e IS the best, as it facilitates 
the great object of establishing g~n~ral cOll!muni~ations throughout the country; 
I am quite satisfied tha~ the e~tabhshIng of VIllages IS of a grea! advantage; in some 
places, we laid out a VIllage In ~cre l~ts, then at a greater. dlsta~ce we gave ten
acre lots which brought more mhabltants together; the mhabltants of the acre 
lots aft~r the settlement had become established, lived as handicrafts, such as 
.bla~ksmiths, taylors, shoemakers, and trades of various descriptions. 

15.55. Without allY other employment ?-Y e~. . . 
1556. Have you many of these sort of men m the milItary settlements?-Yes; 

I believe there is scarcely any trade which may not be .founrl there. 
1557. Were not the militarY'settlers of a very supenor class ?-No; on the con

trary, as soldiers, they had imbibed habits of idleness. 
1.558. Have you had an opportunity of observing t~e different characters of the 

emiurant settlers, the Irish, the Scotch, and the EnglIsh ?-Yes, I have. 
1559. What difference do you perceive in their respective characters ?-I should 

rather give the preference to the English or Scotch. 
] 560. Have not the Irish settlers an inclination to proceed to places more thickly 

inhabited; have they not a desire to go to towns, rather than remain upon their own 
lands ?-Indeed I think not. 

1561. Do they agree tolerably well together?-They have very little time to 
quarrel, and they are generally at such a distance that it must be a sort of pitched 
quarrel if they quarrel at all. 

1562. Do you not attach great advantage to a system of regulations for the con
veyance of emigrants to the point of settlement, commencing at the very moment 

\ of their disembarking?-Most assuredly, and continuing it till they arrive at their 
, particular place of destination. 

] 563. Did it occur to you that a more desirable mode of location would be, to 
select harbours or points for navigation, in the first instance, for the e.stablishing 
of towns, and allowing the parties who might be so established in towns to take 
the lands adjoining as fast as they could cultivate them, and to have no principle 
of appropriation except the ability to cultivate ?-No, I should not recommend it; 
I should recommend laying out a township, and in that township's having villages, 
and allowing persons having the means of building houses and taking lots, to 
do so. 

1564. But you would not 'commence by laying out towns ?-No; I think no per. 
son would take a town-lot, unless 'there were other settlers around him. 

1565. When you were at York in 1825, was any communication made to you 
upon the subject of the emigrants sent out under Mr. Robinson in 1823, and 
,located in the vicinity of Lanark ?-The impression upon my mind was, that they 
were not doing well, and that the settlers in the neighbourhood were so much an
noyed by their conduct, that it was wished no more should be sent out under simi
lar circumstances; the impression given to my mind arose from the confidence I had 
ill those individuals who spoke to me upon the subject, and who, in my opinion, 
had ample means of ImowinO'. 

1566. Provided an individual was furnished with a· capital of twenty pounds, in 
your opinion, might he settle with a fair prospect of benefit to himself?-The 
minimum which I stated was twenty pounds; but in going into a neighbourhood 
which has been in a cultivated state and is well inhabited, the settler has greater 
facilities than in going altogether to a new country; I do not mean to say that twenty 
pounds would be sufficient for a family, but that each individual should have to that 
amount, or nearly so. 

1567. Do you conceive that the same sum would be required for each of the 
children ?-It depends upon the age of the children; a young child does not require 
so much for its support as one of fourteen; if a man has tw~nty pounds, and fifteen 
pounds were to be allowed upon an averaae for each child I think it would be • 0, 
suffiCIent. 
. 1568. Can you fix any rate for labour?-It would be very difficult to do it; it 
depends very Iiruch upon the means of paying it. 

1569. As 
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1569. As you will have an opportunity of referring to an Estimate of the expense Lieut. Col. 
incurred by the emigration under Mr. Robinson, to be found in the Report of the CCJckbUI1l •. , 
Parliamentary Committee, could you supply the Committee with the deficiency of ~ 
that Estimate, as compared with the estimate which you think necessary for the due .28 :pnl, 
location of settlers, specifyitig the items uridf:r which such deficiency exists ?-I beg 1 26. 
to refer to my former answers. If the Committee require further intormation, I will 
supply it.. 

1570 . From the experience you have had in the location of settlers, which perhaps 
e.xceeds that of any other person, could you furnish the Committee with any sugges
tIOns as to a general scheme of emigration, especially with reference to the establish
ment oflocal boards of emigration for the superintendence of emigrants ?-It would 
depend upon the number of persons, in a great measure, or the particulaF part of the 
country to which tbey are sent; if the Committee can inform me on these points, 
I shall be ready to afford every information in my power, but the doing so will neces
sarily occupy some time and attention. 

1571. Are you of opinion that it will materially facilitate any system of emigration, 
to have small boards, or agents, established in different parts, to carry such system 
into effect?-My opinion is, that boards ,,,ill do mischief, but agents are indispensable; 
I am quite satisfied, if the system of emigration is to succeed, all the orders and 
directions for carrying it into effect must emanate from this country. 

1572. Then, in your opinion, it would be more convenient to have agents ?-I think 
no persons would be so desirable 'as agents, to be employed under the control of 
persons who conduct it. 

1.573. Might there not be a reasonable fear that local partiality or private interests 
might in~uce to carry emigrants rather to one part of the country than to another? 
-It was on that principle that my former answer was given, that in Illy opinion 
boards would do injury. 

Mr. Ed-ward Eager again called in; and further Examined. 

1574. HAVE you any thing further to state on the subject of mechanics ?-The 
number to be sent out to both colonies might be about five hundred artificers of the 

. following descriptions: two hundred and fifty carpenters, one hundred blacksmiths, 
fifty wheelwrights, fifty stone-masons, and fifty bricklayers; they should be married 
men, and supposing each to have a wife and three children, the expense of sending 
them out would be the same as the other pauper emigrants, at the utmost 90 t. per 
family. The settlers in New South Wales and Van Diemen's I,and could afford to 
give the artisan wages in the shape of provisions, clothing, and money, at the 
following rate: provisions requisite for such a family would be about '2S t. a year, 
clothing for the family about 12/., and the money wages about 20 I., valuing the 
wages of the artisan at 48. a day; making 6zt. 8 s. per year; leaving a balance of 
money wages of zo l. which the employer could of course pay either to the artificer 
or to the government, in liquidation of the expense of conveying him and his family 
out; and this 20 I. a year would repay the government the ex pense in five years and 
a quarter, and the mechanic would be of course free to provide for himself. I have 
no doubt that the wife could by her services on the employer's farm earn her own 
subsistence, and any of the children above ten years of age could do the same, 
which would be equal to 201. a year more at least. In such cases a mecbanic would 
free himself in three years; by freeing himself, I mean repaying the government 
the expense of conveying him out. The mechanic would be of course indented to 
the settler, who on his part should supply the mechanic with a honse, provisions 
and clothing for himself and family, and pay the surplus or a portion of the surplus 
of his earnings in money to the government. If the government should adopt the 
plan of preparing farms in New South Wales for pauper settlers, then all the con
vict mechanICS now distributed t9 settlers would of course be called into government 
employment, and then the settlers would be able to give employment not only to 
~ve hundred, but to a thousand mechanics. 'With regard to tbe free labourers now 
10 the colony, supposing single men, they COUld. be settled ac~ording to the pla.n 
p~oposed for pauper emigrants, at the expense ot 28t.; supposmg a man nnd IllS 

WIfe, the cost would be 35 I. If a single man were so settled, at 2 H t.; the ex pense 
of a free woman's passage out, to whom he would be married, would be 27/. ill all 
.5.5 /. which he could repay by instalments of 10 I. per annum, COllllllCl1cillg the 
to).1l'th year after hi::; settlement, ,and continuing for seven years and a half. 

404· X 4 15i,')' Have 
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1575. Have you got with you a lis~, of the C~ustoms Duties which affect the pro
duce of New South Wales, as estabhsh~d by oth Geo. 4· c. 3 ?-I have. 

1576• Have the goodness to produce It. 

[The same was deli, cered ill, and read, as follows:] 

CUSTOMS DUTIES which afiect the Produce of New Soullt Wales; 
6 Geo. 4. c·3· 

Hides - - per cwt. dry 0/2 ! 
- - wet 010 A 

Horns - - Tips, &c. - per cwt. 0/2! 
Nuts - Castor Nuts - per lb. 0/4 
Oils - Castor ~ per lb. ./0 

Olive - - - - per tun, 252 gallons. ~. 8. 8. 
He~pseed, l.inseed and Rapeseed, and} _ £.39' 18. 

Oils - - - - - per tun ' 
Whale Oil, &c. - - - - - pertun J/o 

Seeds Flax Seed per quarter I/O 
Hemp Seed - dO ~ J/o 
Linseed per bushel 1/0 
Rape Seed - - per cwt. 10/0 

Skins Seal Skins - each 0/3 
Sheep - - - - - - per doz. I/O 

Note.-Seal Skins from Newfoundland - are only 0/1 each. " 

Tobacco - per lb. 3/9 
Tortoise-shell - per lb. 2/0 

Note.-From British Possessions in America and} 
West Coast of Africa _ _ only - per lb. 1/0 

Wine has been only charged same duly as Cape Wine - per gallon 2/5 
but is liable as un-enumerated Wine - ,- - per gallon 4/10 

Wood - - Cedar - per ton 2'0/0 
Beef dO - 5/0 
All lither sorts £·5· per 1001. value. 

Note.-Cedal' from Cape of Good Hope, is only - per ton 10/0 

Hemp, Flax, Ship Timber, Bark, and Wool, are all Custom-Duty free. 

)577. Have you any suggestions to ofter with respect to those duties ?-I have; I 
would suggest that the reduction of the duty upon the following articles might be made 
for ten years; for instance, upon hides, horns, oils, particularly olive oil, and seeds, 
tbat those duties may be entirely removed for ten years; that the duty all seal skins 
may be reduced to a penny per skin, for the same period; that the duty on tobac(~o 
may be reduced one shilling in the pound, for the same period; the duty on tortoise
shell may be pllt upon the same footing with that obtained fi'om British America, 
namely, one shilling per pound; and that the duties on wine may, in the first in
stance, be t\\'o shillings a gallon, and afterwards assimilated to the duty on the Cape 
wine. In doing this, nothing more would be done than what has already been done 
with respect to timber fit for ship-building, flax and bark, being the produce of New 
South Wales. With regard to the duty upon wood, I would say that the rluty lIpon 
beef, wood and cedar, ought to be removed, at least the duty on cedar ought to be 
assimilated to the duty on the same wood from the Cape of Good Hope, which is 
ten shillings a ton. 

]l-fm·tis, 2" die J1.Iaii, 1826. 

1\11'. Frederick Carlis/e, being again called in, made the following 
Statement. 

" I N answer to questions 81 3 and 848, I stated that mechanics could obtain 
ten, and labourers four, shillings per day. By this I do not mean that there are em
ployers who would pay such wages . thro~ghout the year to any workmen, but they 
may do t.hat for a ~hort space of time, m ord~r to. have a particular piece of work. 
done, WhiCh to c~nt1Due the wh~le year ~ould mentably rUII1 them. It is true, the 
l~bourer can obtaIn .these wages I.n many Instances for .the year round, but it is from' 
ddferent ma::,tcrs, with whom he IS euabled to make Ills own terms, from the scarcitJ 

of 
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of .1leople of. his class. . Now the consequence is, tbeagriculturist gains muc;h less !IJr.. 
profit than his labourer, and is not half so independent; he derives but a bare sub- Frederack Cadlsle. 
sistence, for he cannot bring his produce to market for less than double the price of '--~ 
his Dutch neighbour. who has the benefit of slaves. Here I would observe, that '! ~!~Y. 
ill . many instances the agriculturist has employed labourers without deriving any I l • 

profit, but on the contrary, with absolute loss, from a mere determination to do 
s9mt:tbing. In this he is supported uf course by the remains of his origilJal means. 
In answer to question 815, I stated that three shillings per day would be sufficient 
tQ support a single man. Here I refer to the extravagant manner in which labourers 
at .present subsist, not as being requisite to supply the mere necessaries of life, for' 
which purpose half that rate would be ample. 

" In one part of my evidence I stated, that if four. hundreu emigrants were sent 
apnually to the colony, such accession of labouring population would cause but a 
gradual diminution in the rate of wages, at the same time that the settlers could not 
"fford to pay higher ,wages than are stated in the document delivered in to the colo
nial.office. These two opinions were observed to be irreconcilahle; but it must he re
collected that were four hundred sent annually to the colony, they would be distrillllted 
through the whole settlement, and consequently would be but as a drop in the 
Qcean; whereas the seven hundred and seventy emigrants engaged to be taken by 
the subscribers, are to be employed and paid by them alone, whether their services 
can be used with profit throughout the year or not. :Many of the subscribers to the 
above-mentioned document engage to employ from ten to fourteen servants; this 
they cquld do with profit, provided their services could be procured on moderate 
terms; but to employ snch a number at the present exorbitant prices would be little 
shon of madness; now if labourers were sent out to the extent that all the agriculurists 
and other employers could procure un equal proportion with that the subscribers 
require. the rate of wages throughout the settlement would fall to the standard pro· 
posed by them, and the continuance of it would depend upon the wpply being kept 
up. from external sources, supposing land to be as easily obtained as at present. 
The settlers are indifferent as to whether e\lligrants sent out to the colony are inden
tured or not; and if government can devise any less objectionable method of effecting 
the desired object, I am confident they will he equally grateful for the attention 
shown to their condition. The only difference is, that if a small number of lahourers 
are sent annually to the colony without illdclltUl'eS, the time will be somewhat 
)onger~ and the manner more gradual, in which the capahilities of the settlcllJcut 
and the industry of the colonists are brought into full play." 

The Reverend Dr. Strahan, Archdeacon of York, Upper Canada, 
called in; and Examined. 

15i8. YOU have only lately returnee! from Canada ?-A few days ago. 
1579. Have you had an opportunity of knowing any thing of the state of the 

emigrants who were brought over by Mr. Peter Robinson, in the year 1823?
A short time before I left Canada, I had occasion to go down to the Eastern part of 
the province, and passing through the village of Brockville, I saw two or three 
of the emigrants of 1823, who seemed extremely pleased; they came in to sell 
some part of their produce. I understood from several gentlemen at Brockville, 
that many of them had a considerable surp.lus that year to sell; that one family had 
twenty-three barrels of flour to dispose of, that others had some quantities, though 
not so great as that; that they were peaceable and well behaved, and had gained 
upon the ~pinion of their neighbours, who looked upon them at first with sus
picion. 

1580. Have you any reason to suppose that any material number of emigrants 
have passed over into the United States ?-I have no reason to suppose that, hut 
quite the contrary; they could not go without great and evident loss to the United 
States, after they have received their locations. 

1581. Have they ever been in the habit of leaving Canada during the summer?
Those emigrants who have come from Ireland, not under the protection of govern
ment, have been in the habit of leaving Canada during the summer, to work upon 
the Lake Erie canal; but I have not known any of those who corne under the pro
tection of the government, and enjoyed the privileges and the protection which 
government supplies, under the necessity of doing so. . l 

1.582.1 That demand for labour was telllporary, was it not ?-1 t still exists, though 
B.t a greater distance.; they are now cutting a canal from Lake Erie to the river 

Y Oh~ 
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Tht Rev. Ohio, and those emigrants who come ~ut upon. their own means, will frequeutly, to 
Dr. Straka". " get assisted before they settle upon theIr land~ In Upper Canada, go as far as Ohio 

'------...r . and work upon that canal, and come back \\lth the money. 
~ May, 15tl3. Do they generally come back ?-Almost invariably. 

1826. 1584. You speak of that class of emigrants who go upon their own account?-
Yes, I do. . 

15 85. You have stated, that some of the emigrants who were located in the autumn 
of 1823, have been able to produce a surplus produce amounting to twenty 
barrels of flour ?-I heard of one only who had as much, and several who had not 
quite as much, but a surplus. 

1586. In what way were they enabled to dispose of it to their own advantage?
Thev could sell it at Perth, which is the nearest place; but several of them have 
com~ to Brockville, thinking they should get a better price, Perth being in the 
inland conntry, and Brockville on the river St. Lawrence. ' 

1587. Do you mean that they expected a money price for it, 01' articles in barter? 
'-They generally get half in money and half in goods, and I conceive they would 
do so last winter. 

1588. 'What, according to the market price of last year, would they actually re
ceive for twenty barrels of flour, supposing it sold at part in money and part in 
goods ?- I cannot exactly answer that question, to a trifle; but I cUllceive they 
would at least get four dollars, that is two do!lars in money and two in goods for it, 
that would he 188. sterling, according to our money; the difference in the exchange 
is ten per cent, the currency in Canada is ten per celtt lower than the exchange here; 
that for the twenty barrels, would make 9/. in money and 9/. in goods. 

1589. Have you any reason to suppose that the individual settler who. wa,s en· 
abled to produce that surplus produce, had means of assistance beyond those given 
to him by the government ?-I have always understood that the emigration of 
1823 had no means except those given by the government; it mllst have arisen 
from their superior industry, or probably having a large family, and their sons being 
useful in commencing a settlement. 

1590. As it has been shown to be possible that an industrious settler, with the 
advantage probably of having a family, has been enabled to produce twenty barrels 
of flour within three years after his location, are you of opinion that it may be 
safe to calr.ulate that the settlers in general, after a period of seven years, would 
be able to produce that amount of produce ?-I certainly think so. 

1591. And having produced it, are you of opinion that they would be enabled to 
find a market for it, in the same manner as the individual settler to whom you 
refer ?-Undoubtedly; but with regard to the price, that will depend upon the 
market; four dollars is a very low price, that is, for 196 pounds of flour. 

~ 592. Then taking the average of years, a higher price might be expected ra-
ther than a lower ?-l conceive so. . . 

lI593. You perhaps are aware that a suggestion has been thrown out, of calling 
upon emiarant settlers to repay by instalments the. capital which may have been 
advancel'to them for their emigration; are you of opinion that provided such re
payments should not c<?mmence for a period of seven years, so as to give the emi
grant every chance by making the greatest advantage of his earlier produce, of 
providing himself with the means of making that produce more extensive, that at 
the termination of seven years he will not be only able, but willing, to pay back by 
ins.tal"?ents the money so lent to him ;-U ndoubtedly; he will be quite capable of 
domg It. 

159.4' J:?o y.ou think ther.e is any rooted ~rejudice in the country which will pre
vent hIS dOIng. It ?-Somethmg must be attnbuted to prejudice; if it is considt;red 
an ou~lay . which he has ~ ~hance of redeeming, he will not consider it with the 
sam~ dl-wIlI as be would If It was caned a rent; he will be much more disposed to 
pay It as a debt and to pay the interest, and if the interest is lower than the usual 
in1erest in the country, he will immediately perceive that advantage which will 
reconcile him to it much morc. ' 

1595· Are y~u acquainted with the circumstances of the agricultural distress in 
Upper Canada I~ the year 182l ?-I did not perceive it· particularly; there was 
a gene~al d~presslOn of the ~~ole country; I did not perceive any distress among 
the natIves III respect of prOVl5Ions, there was a depression in the prices. 

1596. It is sta~ed, that in Gore di:trict there was great distres..~, and that they 
~ould not sell theIr produce for any thmg,. so that whatever surplus prodl,lce they 
bed was completely thrown back upon, their hands; might not that occur ag;lin?-

1 should 
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I shoUld doubt it extremely; in 1821, 1822 and 1823, wheat was frequently sold 
at half a dollar a bushel, but it al ways fetched semething; I never understood that 
there was such a.glut that it did not fetch something. 

1597. 'Do you think that the people would be willing to repay any advance made 
on account of their emigration ?-I should hope they would have the disposition, 
they wO~lld certainly have the ability. 

] 598. Do you think the value of the land would more than repay the advance? 
-Yes, no doubt it would . 
. ; 1599· You are of opinion the improvement on the land would be a sufficient se
curity that, the parties would not leave the land rather than pay the debt ?-Yes, quite 
so; Europeans coming to this country have feelings quite different from the per
sons coming from the United States; when they come out they live very hardily, 
they are afraid of getting into debt, and are provisioned chiefly on milk and ve
getables, and bread; when they have a pig, they fatten and sell it; and they get 
attached to the place on which they are living, and they would be very unwilling 
to leave it. Persons from the United States of America, on the contrary, come 
there and live very extravagantly, as compared with the Europeans; they "form no 
particular attachment, and they get into debt if they call, and after five or six. 
years they think nothing of finding themselves in debt and of selling off, and, if 
they have a small balance, of taking a new farm, to improve in the back set
tlements. 

] 600. Do you mean in Canada ?-Either there or elsewhere; they think nothing 
of going 500 miles. 

1601 •. Do they find any difficulty in selling their farms ?-Sometimes they do, 
sometimes not; if an emigrant comes with money, he prefers buying it in that state, 
it takes away from the dismal apprehension of going into the woods. 

1602. Then there is a market for farms in that state?-Yes. The colony takes its 
hue from this market; we know in six weeks how the markets are in this country, 
'and the merchants regulate themselves accordingly. London appears to regulate 
the whole world; and land should be considered as an article aT commerce in Upper 
Canada, it is a sort of medium. 

! 603. Do you know much of the management of the farms bv the !iettlers ?-. 
Not practically; but I have an opportunity of seeing their proceedings. 

1604. Should you say, generally, that their indl1stry is progressive?-Very much 
so; an industrious man from Europe will after six months, if he wishes to succeed, 
and is attentive and industrious, in the course of a week or a fortnight do more 
than a native American, for he perseveres more; he will not fell as much timber in 
one or two days, but in six days he will fell more. 

1605. You say they have a disposition to save ?-Generally so, much more than 
the American. 

1606. Do they accumulate property gradually ?-I have known, in my experience, 
persons accumulate in eighteen or twenty years a property of two or three thousand 
pounds, from the actual improvement of their own farms and lands, and purchasing 
other farms and letting them out in shares, and establishing their children; I have 
known instances of sums exceeding that. 

1607. It has been stated in evidence, that it was impossible to depend upon an 
emigrant at the end of one year being able to provide for his own subsistence, with
out any assistance; is that your opinion ?- It is not my opinion at all; unless he 
be idle, he ought to be able with one year's provisions to insure a subsistence after
wards; for persons have, to my knowledge, gone on farms, and subsisted the :lame 
year; I have known persons, accustomed to the same country, go and subsist with 
-only one or two months provisions. 

1608. Taking into consideration all the contingencies of season, you think one 
year's provisions is quite sufficient ?-I think so; I think the advantages which have 
been given to the emigrants of 1823, with the vast benefit they possess of a proper 
superintende~t, and persons to settle them 011 their lots, with a small log-house 

'such as they build there, quite sufficient fOl' any industrious man to get on per-
"feetly well. 

, 1609. Have you found in general that the children of the settlers, when they grow 
up and leave their families, settle on the uncultivated parts of their father's loca
tions, or go off into more distant districts?-The practice in Upper Canada, and 
I believe it is much the same ill the neighbouring parts of the U nited Stl1te~, is t~is, 
if a man has a 'fa,mily of sons~ he provides a farm for the eldest son, and gl~es h1m 
all the assista.nce he can to set him a~gmng; the rest remain at home, eultivating 
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rht "Ite.,. the old 'farm, and when the second son gets of age, the family provides "fOr' him; 
Dr. Strahan. and the younger son generally tahs care lof the horoestead, and provides" f-or tbe 

~/" J : old people. ". 
\~!~~' . ]610. Do the branches of the famIly grow up In the same" ne]ghbourhood?

They sometimes go a great distance for a farm; but they do llOt feel distance there 
as we do here. 
- 161 I. Do you consider it a common "case that those settlers can not only improve 
their own fanns, but can furnish means to their children to branch off, lIy the pur
chase of new farms?- Undoubtedly, if they have lIeen industrious themselves; it 
is their own blame if they cannot. " 

1612" Do you not consider that very great advantages might be obtained to the 
settlers by a judicious system of general improvemf'nt, as by making road!' and in
ternal communications in connexion with them ?-I should conceive upon that sub
ject, that it is 1I0t so easy to legislate here as in the colony; there are road laws there 
which are considered sufficient to insure, after a time, a tolerable road, and in the 
winter we have good roads every where. 

] 6] 3. Can remedies be found for the interruptions to general communication 
from unappropriated lands ?-In as far as the clergy and the crown reserves are 
thought interruptions, the moment they are leased they bf;come subject to all the 
laws regulating roads \Thich land in fee-simple does. " 

1614. Does the lessee, in most cases, repair and make the road before his own 
res-erve ?-He certainly makes it as much as the person who has a grant opposite 
him does; he can be obliged to do so; it is very much his interest, if he is settled 
upon it, to do so. 

1615. Is not the road made in an inadequate and unsuitable manner?-Not more 
than his neighbours; there are many reserves which are not leased, they present 
some impediment; but the people there have paid no quit-rent, they have paid 
nothing to government for their lands; and those two reserves have been always 
considered as oftering an indirect benefit, in some degree, though not quite to the 
extent of the quit-rent demanded in other colonies. The people in Vpper Canada 
have got land for nothing, but in all the other colonies they have paid a quit-rent; 
when tbey complain, therefore, of the small impeJiments those reserves offer, it 
appears unreasonable, for it is but small; besides, they are leasing very fast in the 
populous parts of the country, landholders lease them that their children may be 
settled near them, and not be separatpd; therefore there can but be a temporary 
impediment, and that is but a small consideration for the quit-rents paid in other 
colonies. 

~ 616. It has been stated in evidence, that in nine cases out of ten the clergy were 
,unable to collect the rents from those lessees; is that your opinion;-The clergy, 
since the Canada Company have been in operation, have ceased to do any thing 
till that matter is finished, but -chiefly because there was some difficulty in knowing 
how to proceed legally to enforce the payment of rent; there is, h.owever, no par
ticular difficulty that may not be overcome. It was found that m the common 
process of law it would cost more than the _rent, ~ut it is merely a temporary impe
diment. The two crown officers were adVised With, and they see no legal impedi
ment; but the. clergy corporation have b7cn in existence only a few years, and can 
hardly be consIdered as completely orgamzed. 

16 1 7. Do you think the colony, generally, acquiesces in this way of providincr for 
the ~hurch ?-I cannot answer t.hat exactl~'.. it requires a good deal of consider~tion 

· to give an answer to that questIOn; for thiS reason, that the church establishment 
ha~ ?een so inadequa~e tu_ the wants of the pe?p~e, that it has not produced that 
religIOUS character which It would have done It ]t had been better supported. I 

· can only say, all those persons who are well informed, and wish for a church esta
blisment, do not think there is any disadvantacre in the reserves' and wherever a 
clergyman is estalliished in a populous district~ he collects round him all the re

"spectable people, and forms a good congregation. 

16] _8. Have not the Hous? of Assembly repeatedly addressed Loth the Govern
ment III Canada and the G~vernment at home on the subject of tbese clergy 
reserves ?--About the year 1t\21, a second clergyman from the church of Scotland 
came out? before the year 18 ~ 8, there w.as only one clergyman from the church of 

" Scotland m Upper Canada; smce that time other two have Come so as to make 
· fOllr within t~e province; they, or their friends, applied for a share df the reserves as 
a ~atter of right? because they .bc1onge~ t.o a national church, and petitioned the two 

: flutlses of the legIslature for their recogmtlOn of such right. Knowing that they could 
not 
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not . legislate ' upon that 'subject, they had no influence in the house; but they 
contrived to interest the other sectaries with them, particularly t,he Methodists. 
The leading man of the Methodists came to me, to say that he thought it right to 
explain, that he was going to support that petition, as I had been in the habit of 
assisting him in drawing some bills about education, and was on good terms with 
him. He said, if you break down the word Protestant, the Methodists have a much 
better right than the Presbyterians, because they are more numerous; but that he 
would not come forward with his claim that year, till they saw how the petition of 
the Pr~sbyterians, as they belonged to a .national church, was disposed of. Some 
r.esolutlOns were adopted in consequence, in the House of Assembly, favourable to 
the prayer of the petition; the.resolutions were sent to the upper house for con
currence, but were rejected. 

j619. Was not the purport of those resolutions passed in the House of Assembly, 
to petition that the clergy reserves might be appropriated to the service of religion 
generally, without distinction of sects, and to the purposes of education r-Not at 
that time ; but tbis last session of parliament several resolutions pass~J the House 
of 'Assembly, and I believe an address, in which all the sectaries are included, 
wishing that the clergy reserves might be shared among them, or appropriated to 
the purposes of education; but they were not sent to the upper hOlJ~e. 

1620. Was it not considered of value?-The reserves were of value, but in the 
first place the house has not the power, by the 31 st of the King, to legislate finally 
upon this subject. 

1621. Can you state what the number of the church of England, compared with 
those of oIl other sects, is in the province of Upper Canada? - \"" hat I iJave said 
before applies to this question. If the church of England has made very little pro
gress, it is entirely from want of means; \\'c could establish, to great advantage I 
am sure, eighty clergymen in the province at this mGment, if we had the means of 
paying them. 

I6~2. What is the actual number of the clergy of the church of England at this 
moment--Twenty-two. 

] 623. How many do you suppose there may be of sectaries of other denomina
tions ?-l cannot say what the number is, hut very few, except the Methodists; I 
think. they have twenty-five travelling preachers, cbiefly from the United States, 
and several local preachers; some of both classes are natives of the province, or 
British subjects, but the greater portion of the travelling preachers are Americans. 

1624. The clergy reserves form one-seventh ?-Yes. 
162,5. And the Crown reserves an{iJther seventh :-Yes. 
} 626. How is education provided for at present ?-There are eleven di.;;trict~, and 

in each district a grammar school. 
1627. How are they supported ?-A master of a grammar school receives 901. 

sterling· a-year from the provincial treasury, by an act of the provinci:.tl 
parliament. 

162~. Is he bound to be of any particular religion 2-No. This salary, together 
with his fees, becomes his living; he is allowed to charge fees for his sciJo\ars. 

1629. Are those schools well attended ?-I imagine there are about 300 young 
men at those eleven schools. 
. 1630. The grammar schools are only for those of the upper and middling orders, 
'probably?-Any body can go to them; there are common schools likewise; and it 
is iii the power of the trustees to elect ten scholars from all the common schools in 
the district to go to' the grammar school, and to be taught for nothing; ,ten of the 
'mos~ promising young men from the common schools may go there, ,and be taught 
gratIS. 
. 1631. How are the trustees appointed?-The trustees of the grammar schools are 
appointed by the governor, and likewise the boards of the different districts for 
superintending the common schools. 

1632. In point of fact, what is the relip;ion of the schoolmasters in general 1-
.I believe with regard to the grammar schools, except two, they are all of the Esta
.blished Church; there are two of the clergymen of the church of Scotland, who 
.were.not able to live, and applied for district schools, which they have obtained. 

1633. Who appoints them ?-They are recommended by the trustees to the Go-
,'vern~r,. and appointed by him. . 

16:?4 .. What is the system of the common schools?-They are just getting mto 
orgl\OJzatIOn; the law was only completed in 1824. ' 
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1635. Is there a provision for "them ?-Yes, there is an annual provision' Of '.1501." 
for each district. 

1636. They are in the nature of parish schools ?--Yes. 
1637. What is taught in them ?"-Reading, writing, and arithmetic. 
1638. Arc any"girls schools established?-No; but the girls may attend those" 

schools;· it is quite common in that country fOl" the "girl!' to attend with the boys in 
the common schools. . 

1639. 'Vhat is the education in the grammar school?-Classical and mathematical; 
it depends upon the ability of the teacher. 

1640. There is no law for the maintenance of the Catholic clergy in Upper 
Canada?-No, nor for the Protestant clergy; the clergy reserves have proved 
notbillg considerable yet. " " 

164-1. Is there any regulation for the reading of the Scriptures in the schools:
We enforce nothing, but there is always advice, and the Boards order prayers 
evening and morning. In the grammar schools. frequently, Catholics attend, and 
there is nothing said about their religious opinions; on the Saturdays, or other days 
when the master wishes to instruct ill religion, the Catholic children may either 
retire or remain in their seats. 

1642. The Catholic children are not obliged to read the Scriptures?-They are 
not. 

1643. Do you know whether tiley read the Scriptures generally?-Yes, I believe 
they do generally; but the Scriptures are not read as a class-book, as matter of in.; 
stl'uction, they are read for edification at particular times, and the Catholic childrtln 
are not forced to attend. . 

1044. Is the Catholic church well supplied with pastors ?-When I came to the 
province, there was only one Catholic priest in the whole province, the gentlema~ 
who is now bishop; since that period, several others have come into the province; 
there was always a }'rench priest settled ill Sandwich, but I speak of the British 
population. " 

I (j45. How are they supported ?-They claim the tithe, as in Lower Canada; 
The 14th of the King applied to the province of Quebec before its division, and 
the 31st of the King establishes the right of the Catholic clergy to their rights 
and dues. It has been said, that by the 9th section of the 14th of the King, it is 
doubtful whether they have such rights in the new townships or in· Upper Canada, 
but it has never become a question of ia",. 

1 646. Have they ever levied that tithe ~-They get a support, but whether they 
call it tithes, in Upper Canada, I do not knew; I know they think they have 
a right to tithes, for I have had a conversation with Catholics upon the subject. 

] 647. Do they conceive they have a right to tithe under that Act?- Yes. 
1648. You mean, of course, only from Catholics ?-Only from Catholics. 
1649. How are the clergy of the church of England actually supported ?-They 

are supported by the Society for propagating the Gospel in For~ign Parts. 
1650. Is there any subscription ?-It is ilever paid; I was 111 a parish in_ the 

lower district nine years, and they promised me sol. a year, but only three peopl, 
paid it, and I gave it back to them, that I might not have the name of having re
eeh'ed any thing. , " 

1651. How are the clergy of the church of Scotland supported ?-1~he only 
clergyman of the church of Scotland was Mr. Bethune, who had a small salary, 
sol. per annum from government, and was a half-pay chaplain of a Scotch regi
ment; and I believe the people paid something to him besides. 

1652. How are the sectaries paid ?-The Methodists in that country have so 
many modes of squeezing money, in one way or another, it would be jmpossibl~ 
for others to descend to them; but the gentleman who succeeded Mr. Bethune i. 
supported by contributions of produce from his people generally; the one at Kings:" 
ton is allowed 200 I. a year, but they complain bitterly of not being able to 
raise it. 

1653. Are you acquainted with the Vnited States?-As far as New York. . 
16540 Should you not say the clergy of all denominations are respectably sup

ported by voluntary contributions ?-No, I do not think it; because they hire them 
for six months, and when they preach a sermon that their people dislike, they tum 
them off. 

1655, l)ocs your observation apply equall v to the episcopalian clergy in the 
F niled Slates :-Yes, it docs. ., 

1656. De 
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. '1656. Do you conceive that if a debt were assumed, to be repaid by instalments 
with interest, to the government, for advances applicable to location and t~e early 
improvements of farms, that in case any failure of repayml~nt occurred, the go
vernment would be aWe to dispose of such farms in a manner to remunerate them, 
to other parties, as competitors ?-Yes, I think so; there are many cases in point, 
.of individullls selling land to settlers who fail in their payments; and theyare very 
much pleased, some of them who are what are called hard dealers, to come upon 
them at the expiration of the time; other/!) who are more lenient, give the pur
cha~ers a little more time; but on the borders of Canada, in the United States, 
they frequently seize the farm at the day, because they will get a great deal more 
for it with the improvements. • , 

1657. Then in point of fact there is no difficulty in securing the value of the im
provements ?-I conceive not. 

1658. You conceive the more rigid practice of enforcing the payment by seizing 
upon the land with its improvements, is much more common in the United States 
than in Canada ?-Much more so. 

1659. There is no difficulty in getting rid of a man who has been seven years upon 
the land ?-l know not what difficulties there may be in the law, but in practi~p. 
they have generally chosen to go away rather than stand a suit. 

1660. ,Practically, you do not consider that there can be any real difficulty in the 
government recovering the sums that are advanced for a settlement with a moderate 
interest ?-N ot more than recovering any other debt, with the additional security of 
the farm being always worth more than that debt. 
: 1661. Is the demand for laboUl' considerable ?-In any particular district the 
demand would soon be glutted, on account of the thinness of the population; a great 
llumber of the farmers wOI'k within themselves; they do not like to hire others, on 
account of their being obliged to pay money, which is always scarce with them. 

1662. Do you not conceive that a more extended supply of labour would imme
diately lead to an extension of imprpvements ?-It is difficult for a person in this 
country, where the population is so great and the means of the people are so much 
greater, to form a proper conception of that; about towns, where persons have settled 
who have small annuities or other means, that would be the case, they would be 
able to extend their improvements; but the farmers generally, except during harvest 
or particular times, wish to confine themselves within their own families for their 
labour, and the labour would be soon glutted in allY particular district.. 

1663. You were understood to say, that arises partly from the difficultv of pro-
viding money payment ?-Yes. • 

1664. Supposing the payment were taken in the subsistence of the labourer, 
would not that remove the difficulty ?-H(! would not be able to carry it to the 
market • 
. 1665. He might subsist upon it ?-Yes, but single Illfn generally gu where they 

can get money wages; that is the reason they are led generally to the canals or 
some public works, where they are sure of getting the money . 
. 1666. Are the payments' on the United States canals in money always ?-Atways 
'in money, and the commissioners of the canal on Lake Erie were very careful to 
8ee that the labourers had the money, and that they were not cheated. 

1667. Are the payments on the Weiland canal always made in money ?-Yes; 
the commissioners, I believe, follow the example set them by managers of the Lake 
Erie canal, of seeing that the people were paid, that they were not imposed upon 
in that respect. 

1668. Are there many public works going on in the province, which are likely to 
give a stimulus to the circulation of mOliey ?-N ot many; the means of the pro
vince 'are very small indeed; there is a public work going on at York, a provincial 
legislature house, to the extent of seven or eight thousand pounds . 
. 1669. Would not emigrants be very much tempted to go to Pittsburgh, where 

they would be likely to find employment readily ?-I think they would not be able 
to find employment there. readily; the .depression has been very great then~, and 
po great extent of employment. '. 

1670. What number 'of acres do YOll conceive a man with moderate industry 
may have brought in in seven years ?-l should think from twenty-four to thirty 
acres, speaking moderately; many persons will have much more. 
, 1671. Do the settlers on tillage, or pasture land, thrive the best?-That depends 
upon the sort of soil; we have gypsum, which, if thrown upon the fiDe soils, pro· 
Cuces good crops. 
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1672 • Do the pasture farmers succeed best ?-I do not think -the 'dairy farming 
has been carried on on an extensive scale. 

1673. Do you know the average produce peracreofwheat?-I should.think.in 
Upper Canada it may be taken at from twenty to twenty-five bushels per acre. . . 

1674. Is that the case the firstyear?-Yes .... 

1675. Does not it deteriorate afterwards ?-They:generally exchange their seed; 
I have not known that when they exchange it deteriorates j they do not like to pllt 
in the same seed in the same ground for years. 

1676. Do they continue the same crops long?-I have 'seen the twentieth crop 
of wheat in the same ground, but that is bad farming. . -

1677. They do not adopt the regular sy~tem, alternate crops ?-N otentirely so. 
1678. Do not you think that the system of farming there may be impl;oved;

Very much so, for they have never been farmers before, many of them, but weav:ers, 
and tailors, and so on. 

1679. Do you farm land yourself?-I made two or three attempts; I.lost by 
doing so, and have given it up latterly; I did not understand tbe practical part 
sufficiently. The value of property assessed is fram two millions to two milliollj; 
and a half, and about eleven hundred thousand acres in tillage; speaking ftom th~ 
returns made under the assessment law. 

1680. Have you been more extensively acquainted with the case of the tirst 
emigration of 1823, than you have already stated in answer to the first question?-:
Not personally; only from persons who have been in the settlement. 

1681. Did you understand that they have generally succeeded ?-U ndoubtedly ; 
I never heard a single syllable from persons who have been there, which made me 
doubt that; most of the persons have said they have succeeded fully, better than 
the Ramsey settlement, the Scotch settlement the year before. 

1682. Had that succceded ? - Perfectly. 
1683. Arc you acquainted with the military settlement of the year 18 I 6?-, 

I heard much of it. 
] 684. Did you hear that tbere were great difliculties experienced by the settlers· 

in the first year or two ?-I conceive soldiers, uroken up trom their regiments, are 
not the best settlers, they have habits which are not the best for settlers j and 
I suppose the arrangements being made by the military, were not made so well as 
the later ones, from a want of knowled<Te of the country; and the arrangemetlt~ 

b 
were not so well managed as those under 1\1r. Robinson, \,I'ho knows the country.: 

1685. Do ),Olt think that, generally, mechanics and manufacturers, such as 
weavers, .it~ they were sent by the-government to (~uebec, and land offer.ed them 011 

the condItIOns you have heard in Upper Canada, would gen:rally remam there,. or 
that they would prefer going to the United States, and settling there as ~anutac
turers ?-Jf they were once upon the land, they "'ould undoubtedly remam; there 
are so many things told to the settlers about the inconveniencies of going into the 
,,'oods and being separated from others, that they will be perhaps tempted into the:; 
United States; but the moment they get upon their lands, and begin to feel the ~d
vantage of it, they would remain undoubtedly. 

1686. Do not you think the demand there has been for persons of that kind, a~ 
PittSburgh, on the N ew York Canal and the Ohio Canal j and other works of that 
kind always going on in the United States, would be a great drain from Canada of 
any P?pulation of that description sent out there? - If they were cast upon the -ShOfe
as emIgrants not under the. protection of the government, there are a great many, 
no dou?t, w~)Uld go there, If they could make wages; but all those sent out as the 
two emIgratIOns have been sent out, would prefer remaining in Canada. 

1687. You think they would prefer new agricultural habits to their old habits ?
Yes, ve:y soon; ~10 persons can conceive,unless they se{' it, how soon they get in~ 
the habIt of ~'orklOg; ~nd most p~rsons who have been subjected to.a confined life 
prefer an agrIcultural hfe after a httle practice. -

1688. po you think there is any great demand for handicraft labour in U ppet 
Canada, 111 the towns and the larger villa.res ~-~ot to any extent· VpperCanada 
may be considered as eiltirely agriculturaC ' 

16~9· Do you know the q.uality of United States flour that enters Upper Ca,;. 
nada :' -The Gennesee flour IS aot at all better than our flour when it is made at 
proper mills; I have known several mills in F pper Canada,' the brand of which 
would be preferred at Quebec to any flour which came into the market. ! 

1690. Does not tlJe GClInesee flour in gencral bear a higher price than the fto~r 
11'\ 
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in Upper Canada ?-Generally ; from the carelessness of the grinding it in Upper 
Canada, and that arises from the small demand. 

1691. Is the machinery better in the mills of the United States?-In general 
the machinery is much more perfect, except at some mills; we have some mills 
equally good. 

1692. Do you conceive there would be any jealousy in Upper Canada, at letting 
the flour of the United States through their country, as an article of export?
I conceive there would be no difficulty of that sort, but they would not approve of 
admitting it for home-consumption. 

1693. Do you conceive it would improve the export and import trade of Upper 
Canada to permit it ?-I conceive it would; I found an intelligent merchant from 
Canada, at New York, and asked him about it, and he drew up a paper upon that
subject, which I will beg to read; it accorded with my own opinion so much, that 
I did not make any alteration in it. 

1694. When was this paper written ?-About five weeks ago. He says, "Ca
nada consumed and exported from 70 to 80,000 barrels of American flour, previous 
to a dollar per barrel duty being laid on it. The princpal part was sent to the West 
Indies, in vessels of suitable size. As the merchants had the staple article of flour, 
it enabled them to make up assorted cargoes; and by this means they disposed of 
beef, pork, butter, lard, live stock, potatoes and lumber, which was greatly ad
vantageous to the country; but, being deprived of flour, they cannot make up their 
cargoes, and therefore are obliged nearly to abandon the trade. The direct advan
tages that Canada reaped from allowing the importation of flour free, are-

]. The freight (in part) from Upper Canada. 
2. The cartage, porterage, storage, cooperage, &c. 
3. The merchant's commission. 

" Export-The freight; the supply of the ships with provisions, the men with 
clothing; and, in many cases, the ships themselves are built in Canada. The in
direct advantages are, the profit arising from the sales of their lumber, and surplus 
provisions grown in the country, and the duties on imports. The loss to the coun
try might easily be nearly ascertained by a person acquainted with the detail of the 
business. 

" Canada labours under great disadvantages, in consequence of the rh-er being 
closed by ice so great a portion of the year; and it prevents the merchants being 
able to embark in the West India business, so as to compete with the merchants of 
the United States. 

" St. John, New Brunswick, is tolerably well situated, as it is accessible at all 
seasons of the year; but it has not the produce to send. This evil might be partially 
remedied, by cutting a canal across the isthmus of Missiquash, to connect the Bay 
of Fundy with the Gulf of St. Lawrence; it ought to be large enough for merchant 
ships of aU sizes to pass. If this were done, the Canadians would make ~t. John 
a depot for their produce. The season is so short, that they have not time to make 
their wheat into flour and send it down the same season, but they would be able to 
(Jet part of their wheat ready and send it down, and at St. John's it could be -made 
into flour and sent to the West Indies during the winter; by this means they could 
supply the markets there with as good flour, and cheaper than the Americans, which 
hitherto they have not been able to do; also in the fall, beef, .butter, &c. could 
be sent. 

" The pepple of St. John would become deeply interested in the West India. 
trade, and instead of having their returns made direct to Canada frolll the West 
Indies, very often to their great disadvantage, as probably more produce was obliged 
to be sent than the market required, they would have them to return to St. John, 
and send them forward or retain them, as their interest might suggest from the state. 
of the markets; besides, in sloops and small vessels, in the spring and fall, there would 
be much less risk of long passages. St. John sends a good deal of fish to market, 
and would send much more if the Gulf of St. Lawrence was open to them direct. 

"N. York, March 31, t82G. J. P." 

1695. Do YOIl not think that the exports of Upper Canada will naturally go by 
the canal to New York, rather than by the St. Lawrence ?-Certainl y not; it takes 
about eight day,s to, go down from Buffalo to New York, at a vel~y considerable 
expense; I cannot state the expenses. I know the revenue of that canal last year; 
the expense of cutting the canal was eight millions of dollars, and. the revenue las~ 
year five hundred thousand dollars. 

4.04. . Z 1696. h 
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1696. Is it not the intention to have it duty f~ee entirely ?-. That depencts..jo part, 
I believe on what is done on our side; there will be a considerable sum -eacru.veal" , . 
required for repalr~. . . 

1697. What efiect would It have upon the tra(je of the St. LaWrenC€f supposmg 
this canal to be duty free eventually ?-l do not think it. will afiect it very materj~lly, 
because it takes a iong time to go down; the expense, If there were no payments to 
t!lc state, would be much greater than carrying the same produce to Montreal. 

1698. Do not you think New York is always likely to have great advantages, as a 
market, over Montreal ?-That arises from the situation of all colonies; people, when 
they make money, are constantly coming home, and take away their capital. 

16g9. Is there at present any trade between Quebec and St. John's ?-None ; 
they go round at present to Halifax, but the canal from the St. Lawrence to the bay 
of Fundy would makE> a communication safe at all times; St. John~ would then 
become a great dep6t for Canadian produce, supposing this canal to be cut. 

· 1700. You are aware of the difierence in Jevel between the bay of }"undy and 
St. Lawrence ?-It is very small, the tide rises so high in the bay of Fundy; it rises 
sixty feet. I understand there will be no difficulty in cutting the canal. 

1701. It is high water in the bay of Fundy when it is low water in the St. Law
rence, is it not ?- I was not aware of that fact; bu t I asked persons intelligent ill 
that country, whether there would be any difficulty, and they said there woulri not. 
· J 702. How hign does the tide rise in the bay of Fundy ?-From sixt), to seventy 

feet. 
1703. How high in the St. Lawrence?-I shouid think thirty feet; it frequently 

rises thirty feet in Quebec. 
1704. In speaking of the interruptions to internal communications, you confined 

the difficulty to the crown and clergy reserves; what should you say as to the diffi
culties of morass land, from the lands unappropriated, from its badness of quality ?
Those interruptions are not frequent, but they must come under the provincial 
legislature, which takes appropriate measures, such as building bridges. 

1 i05. Do they afford the remedy?-They do as far as their means allow; their 
means of course are very small; they have appropriated every year more or less, to 
hridges and murasses, and difficult places upon the road. 

I i06. How are the roads generally maintained ?-By an assessment on the land. 
1707. Are the clergy reserves excepted from this assessment ?-N ot when they 

are leased; they are excepted until they are leased. 
] i08. Do you think, supposing improvements and internal communication, either 

by canal Or proper roads, to be made, that the settlements of Upper Canada would 
afford a very considerably increased demand for West India produce and British 
manufactures?-Undoubtedly, as fast as their means werlO: increased; it is supposed 
that making a good road through a town5hip, raises it 200 per cent. 

1709. Do not you conceive that ~he fishery on the coast would afford a consider
able demand for the produce of Upper Canada, supposing it had the facility of 
reaching that market ?-Undoubtedly. . 

1710. Do you know any thing of the state of the fisherIes ?-N ot of my own 
knowledge. 
· 1711.. You have said there exists.considerabl~jealousy in ~anada, of the bringing 
mAmerIcan corn; does not that arIse from theIr apprehensIon that the Americans 
would undersell the Canadians?-That they would glut the market. 

'7 1 2. Do you think different domestic trades arc sufficiently supplied within the 
province itself?-The demand for different mechanics would increase in proportion 
to emigration generally. 
, 17 13. What is the difference between the price of aaricultural and handicraft 
labour?-The difference is very great in favour of the hagdicraftsmen; black·smiths, 
and shoemakers, . and those persons, ~iIl get n~uch higher wages. 

I 71 4. Referrmg to your former eVidence With regard to the state of the provision 
for the clerg'y, . should ron s~e any objection to allowing, in districts where there was 
~ great. maJO~lty of Cathohcs, to the Catholic priest, a reserve of land, without 
Interfering With the reserve already made for the Established Church ?-Certainly 
not. . 

1 ?15: Or to th~ ~1et?odist ~lergyman, where~er there ~as a majority of his per
~uasJon r-My opm!on IS that It would n?t be WIse, as far as any sectarian is con
~erned; the Cathohcs are a. sort of nauonal church in the Lower Province; the 
church .of Scotland might with great propriety, I think. receive assistance· but it 
IIhould 'be· confined to those three.' ' , 

1716. Do 
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. 1716~ Do you not conceive there is a great body of inhabitants who resort to Tkelli:iO .. 
dissenting places, from the great deficiency of supply of regular clergymen?-~ 
I .think it is almost entirely so; and I am ~f opinion that if the country ,~'e~e filled 2 Ma . 
WIth respectable clergymen, very few 8ectanes would be found; we so find It m those 182l" 
places where c1ergynlen are established. 

1717 • Would it not be the means of retaining the emigrants who differ in religion 
from the established Church within the province of Upper Canada, and preventing 
them from emigrating into the United States, if they found a provision for the 
support of-their own clergv, which they would not find in the United States ?-If' 
it is meallt that the gove;O'ment should interfere to support all sects, that is i!llprac
ticable; religion and education near any settlers would, no doubt, be of great 
advantage. But there is one part of the question which I do not admit of, namely, 
that there is a great emigration to the States; I do not think that any such thing 
would exist at all, if the settlers were assisted as they have been for the last year 
or two. 
. 1718. Do you not conceive that the population, in general, are very much 

attached to the government ?-Very much so. 
1719. Do you know what are the taxes paid in the United States, adjoining Ca

nada ?-I cannot state exactly, but I know they are much higllCr than in our 
country. 

171.0. How are the burdens ?-The burdens are all much greater than in Ca
nada; we are much more lightly taxed. 

t 721. The taxes have been stated, to a member of the Committee, at a penny in 
the pound?-Yes, but the way of estimating that pound is very advantagrous; an 
acre of arable land is considered as worth only four dollars, and the valuation of 
cattle and every thing is very low. 

1722. Do you not concei vt that the feeling of the Canadas is very strongly in 
favour of the connexion with the mother country, provided their interests are pro
perly protected ?-Decidedly so. 

172.3. Do you know the amount of the English manufactures, per helld, sup
plied to that country ?-I cannut state that; but the amount of imports last year 
is upwards of one million. 

1724. Do you know the number of seamen employed in the trade between Ca
nada and England?-The return, last year, was between nine and ten thousand; 
there were 883 vessels, the tonnage of which was 227,707, with 9,584 men. Sixty
one new vessels have been built, during the last year, in Lower Canada_ 

1725. Do you know the kind of boats which ply on the Lake Erie canal ?
Yes,I have passed the canal; it is a long narrow boat. 

J 726. How many tons do they take ?-From twenty to thirty, I tbink. 
1727. Have you been along the line of the Lake Erie canal ?- I have passed 

the whole, two years ago . 
. 1728. Do you know whether a great expense has been incurred of late years in 

repairs ?-A great expf'nse will be incurred this year; it broke down. 
1729. 'When you speak of the revenue being 500,000 dollars, do you ·conceive 

that is the gross revenue or the net revenue ?-I conceive that is the gross revenue. 
1730. Was it considered that the repair would be a very great expense ?-N 0; 

they thought they should have it ready in about three weeks, along the whole line. 
1731. Do you know of the case of emigrants who were transported from New 

York, and settled in the Cavan district?-They came by the way of New York; 
they were sent up principally by the British Consul, who has sent up a great num
ber of his countr) men, who have settled in the township of Cavan; tht:y began their 
settlement, I think, in 1817 and 1 ~ 18; there are now 976 inhabitants, according to 
the last Return, and all doing well; they have a great deal of surplus produce in 
that township. . 

1732. Do you know the state in which they"came ?--Yes, they came in the usual 
way of emigrants; they applied to government, and got lots of 100 acres in Cavan, 
paying a small fee, between five and six pounds, I think. 

1733. What was their condition in point of fact ?-I happened to be building a 
house when they came; a great number of them were employed in the brick yard; 
they had nootner money, that I could see, but what they earned. When the American 
ca\1~l"' was making, those were· the people who chiefly went to the canal to work 
dutlng the Summer and came back with their earnings, till they got a yoke of oxen. 
·Whenever' an emigrant is able to purchase a yoke of oxen, he will not work out 
- 404· Z 2 agam; 
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again; he considers his fortune made, and employs himself more advantageQu_Jy on 
~~m. . . 

1 734. Y DU were understood to state, that there was more surplus produc;ed there 
than in any other township ?-No, I meant to say there was more than in many of 
the older townships. 

1735. Were those emigrants Protestants or Catholics ?-They were Protestants. 
There is a large seulement west of York, equally prosperous with that of Cavan~, 

1736. Do you think those men would have done equally well, but for the acd~ 
dental circumstance of the canal being cutting ?-I think they would not have got 
on so quickly; many of them, the moment they had put in their seed, went and 
worked two or three months on the canal, got ten dollars a month and their pro
visions; two or three dollars are all they would expend by the way, and they would 
bring back from twenty-five to twenty-eight dollars. 

1737. You can scarcely reason from this example, to the general case of emi
grants going to Canada?-That would make a difference of a year or more. 

1738. With the difference of a year or two, there is a probability of every emi
grant being in the same condition as those emigrants were?-Yes; proceeding upon 
the condition, of course, of their being industrious. 

1739. Are there always public works going on in that part of the United States? 
-N ot to the same extent; but many of them go up to the Ohio canal, which will 
afford employment for several years, and work there. . 

1 i 40. Has not the New York canal produced a great demand for agricultural. 
labour in all the country about it ?-The value of land is increasing, andvillages 
are growing up along its banks, and there is a general spirit of improvement; it 
leaves many of the villages which have been built before, on account of the le~el of 
the canal, it could not come past them; they are cutting side branches to m~ny of 
these towns and villages, and along the line of the main canal villages are growing 
up at different distances. 

1741. Do not you think that the cutting of those two canals, the Ohio canal 
and the Lake Erie canal, is for some years likely to produce a very great demand 
both for agricultural laboUl' and labour on the works?-Yes, I think there will be 
a very considerable demand for labour in the works that will be carried on. 

1742. When you say the banks of the Lake Erie canal have been settled, is tl,lat 
created by the migration, from other parts less convenient to the canal, to those, 
places ?- It is chie.fly from other parts of the State of New York or New England. 

I 743. J t is a migration from other parts of the United States towards this more 
convenient situation ?-Chiefly so. 

1744. You have said there was a small fee paid by those parties arriving on the 
allotment of ground; do you know the amount of it? - I think between five and six 
pounds on one hundred acres; but that is not paid till after two years. . 

1745. Has it been in fact levied?-They do not get their deed until it is paid. 
1746. Besides that they have accumulated considerable capital ?-Many of them 

very considerable capital. 

Ale..rander Carlisle Buchanan, Esq., called in; and Examined. 

1741. DO you know any thing with respect to the Irish emigration, in 1823 \0 
the Canadas ?-N ot particularly the Irish emigration sent out by government but 
I know a good' deal of free emigration. ' 

1748. In what parts of Callada?-I have visited Upper and I~ower Canada; 
my property is in Lower Canada. 

174~· Vo yo~ know .whe~her the emigr~nts who arrive in the Canadas are very 
much III the habit of mlg~atlDg to the ,Dmted States?-They go over frequently, 
and very often return a~am; man~, gomg to settle in the back part of the States of 
New.y ork,' Pennsylvama, and OhIO, find Quebec the cheapest and easiest rou.te, 
from the great water conveyance on the St. Lawrence and the Lakes. 

] 7 50. Peop~e of the United States also go into Canada ?-Yes, there is a certain 
class of the emigrants that never rest until they have wandered over the country for 
a year or two. 

175:· Do you con~eive that that class of p.ersons generally have a tendency to 
settle I~ the Canadas m p~eferenc~ to the Umted States, or 'Dice 'Der,a '-Many of 
the em~grants:l am acqoamted With, go f~~m the north of Ireland; their feeli~gs. 
would Induce them to settle under the Bntlsh government, but, hearipg so much of 

the 
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the prosperity of the United States, and great demand for labour, they are never A. C. 'Buchan"", 
satisfied till they have taken a general range. _ Elll: 
, 1752. What is the result of that range 1-1 think the majority of them settle in ~ 
Canada. ~ May, 

,- 1753~ Have you been in the United States when a great number of Irish have .8~6. 
arri 'led ?~ Frequently. 

1754. What is their lot, generally, when they arrive in a state of pauperism ?
From the very great demand for labour in the United States and in Canada, par
ticularly in New York and Montreal, immediate employ for any number of labourers 
or mechanics may be had. 

1755· In the agricultural districts in Albany, for instance, is there not a great 
demand for agricultural labour ?-Yes; and in the line of the Erie Canal towards 
Buffalo, all the way towards the Lakes. 

1756. 'What wages do you suppose they would get in Albany?-I suppose eight 
or ten doUars a month, and they would be fed; and the same in Canada, the 
same _ about Montreal. I pay day-labourers half a dollar per day throughout 
the year. 

1757. Is not every thing, except food, very dear?-No, not so dear as might be 
imagined., 

1758. The question refers to the United States ?-A coat of fine cloth would be 
dear, but then they wear a great deal of their own domestic manufacture; and in 
Montreal, every article of British manufacture is as cheap as in the provincial towns 
in Ireland. 

1759. What could they lay by, out of their wages?-They can lay by at least 
half of their wages in the United States, and the same in Canada; I have known 
poor wretches arrive in Quebec that would be hardly hired in Ireland, and they will 
in the course of one summer's work realize fifty to eighty dollars. 

1760. Has your brother, as Consul at N ew York, taken any steps with reference. 
to the transport of Irish paupers who have arrived at New York ?-N ot latterly; 
he did some years ago, I think in the year 1816, on his going to New York to the 
consulate; he was applied to by a great number of distressed British subjects, 
chiefly fmm the north of Ireland; and their situation was so very bad, that he re
presented it to government at home. 

1761. How came they to be so distressed, if there was employment?-There 
was a great stagnation after the peace, and many of them were persons well disposed 
to this coun~ry, who had been proscribed in the United States during the war, 
persons from Fermanagh and Tyrone. 

1762. What became of those persons ?-My brother applied, and got them settled 
in Upper Canl:).da. , 

1763. How were they transmitted ?-I believe he was authorized by Lord 
Castlereagh to expend to the amount of ten dollars upon each; but by an arrange
ment with a person at Albany, he got them transported from New York, to York in 
Upper Canada, at the expense of about five dollars. 

1764. Are they all settled ?-They are. 
1765. Have they prospered ?-Yes, very much, and have brought out many of 

their friends, who are settled about them, and all doing remarkably well. 
1766. Where are they settled ?-Near the rice lake, I believe, in Cavan. 

, 1767. Do you know what·was the average emigration previous to the effort made 
by government ?-The emigration from Londonderry alone, since 1815, has 
exceeded 30,000. 
, 1768. To the Canadas ?-Yes, chiefly to our provinces. I had a return some 
time ago; I got it from the custom-house of Derry, a return of all the ships which 
have left that place, within the last ten years, with emigrants. 

1 769. Do the emigrants from Belfast go from Londonderry?-N 0, they go from 
Belfast direct; a great many go from New Brunswick into the States, after working 
the summer. 

-1770. Do they settle in New Brunswick also ?-A great number. 
1,771. Have you any documents showing the arrival at Quebec ~-The arrival at, 

Quebec for the last ten years has been about ten thousand annually; from ten to 
twelve thousand. 

1772. Do you speak from official qocuments ?-No, but I believe there is an 
official document published annually, which the merchants insert ill their circulars to 
their correSpondents here. 

404. Z 3 1773· The 
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1773. The official document in the United States, state the .number of'emigrai1ts 
at about the same number ?-At about the same number, I belIeve. !'. 

1774. Do not you understand that the number to the United States has ~en 
diminishing of late ?-Prior to the late passing an Act allowing emigration to t~ 
United States on similar footing as to Canada, not so many went to the Stal-es~ from 
the high rate of passage, but as ships going there n?w can take as Inimy as to our 
colonies, a preference is generally given to the U OIted States, unless I>y those· that 
have friends in the Canadas before them. I do not think there are so many goil'ltY 
to the States as there were; the )ast ten years there went 18,933 to New Bruns\\'iCk 
from Londonderry, about 6,000 to Canada, about 4,00.0 to the United States, and 
seventeen to the Cape of Good Hope, in all about thirty thousand, that is, up to the 
end of)ast vear. '. 

1775. Were those Protestants ?-The majority of them were· Protestants and 
Dissenters, from Fermanagh, Tyrone and Donegal. . 

1776. Were those persons of small capi tal, in general ?-Persons of large families, 
eight or ten children perhaps, men carrying from fifty to a hundred pounds with 
them; persons having an unexpired lease, would sell it for a small sum, and go out 
with their family. They are in general doing well. A great many emigrate who have 
little or nothing after paying their passage. 

I i77. When you say they went to Quebec, you mean that those landed at 
Quebec ?-Yes. 

1778. Did allY considerable number go from the State of Nel\-· York to Canada? 
-There have beell some, but not a great number, the expense of the passage to 
New York is higher; they get to our own provinces for about 3t. . 

1779- Has that been the case since the passage Act, requiring a certain quantity 
of provii:iions ?-They always find their own provisions from the north of Ireland; 
the ship finds them in fuel and water, and the officer of the customs pays particular 
attention that there is a sufficiency of provisions put on board. 

1780. In stating the arrival of that number at New Brunswick, have you anY' 
means of knowing the proportion who settled in Nell' Brunswick ?-I cannot state 
that precisely, but I should tbink not more than half; formerly they used to make 
it a stepping-stone to the United States, but there is a greater tendency to settle 
now; at first, the inhabitants, who were principally Scotch, seemed averse to en
courage Irish settlers, but now they feel the importance of it. 

1781. Do you know New Brunswick yourself?-Yes, I do. 
1782. Do you know St. John's?-Pertectly well. 
1783. Do you consider it a very favourable port for foreign trade?-Yes, and 

a very enterprising people; it is never closed during the winter, which is a great 
advantage. . 

1784. Do you know the district of Gaspy ?-I have passed through it once. 
178:,). Do you consider that a district very favourable to settlement ?-I think 

it is, with some improvements, such as openin!! the mouths of river:;, and cutting 
the canal which has been suggested, into the Bay of Fundy. By forming settle~ 
ments at the head of Chatham Bay, and across towards the St. Lawrence, towards 
Green Island, a short and easy communication might be made between Halifax. 
~nd Quebec, which, in time of war with the United States, might be of great. 
lmportance. 

1786. Is not the soil very rich?-In some parts very much so, as I have heard 
and particularly near Carlisle. ~ 
-, 1787· Have you been recently in New Brunswick ?-No; I came lately from 

Canada, last October. 
! 788. Y?U ha~e no,t known it since the . confl~gration ?-,N u. We experienced. 

on board HIS Majesty s yacht, the Herald, III which I came home, when off Cape 
Breto~, about the 12th October, very dense fogs, no doubt occasioned by the COD

flagratlon. 
1789. What will be the effect of that confiaaration on the soil ?-It will perhaps 

benefit the s'oil; it will make good manure. 0 • 

'790 . Will!t facil.itate the settling ?-I do not know; they will have a great 
deal of trouble III gettmg out the stumps of trees. 

1791. YOli have stated, that you pay half a dollar a day to labourers all the year 
round ?-Yes, and have great difficulty to get them for that. . 

1792. Is that for agricultural labour ?-FOI' genetallabour. 
1793· In what part of the country do you reside ?-On the Yamaska river,~ 

twelve miles from Sorell or William Henry, at the head of Lake St. Peter. 

1794. Hive 
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. 1794. Have you an official situation~ or do you carryon business ?-I have 11. C. Buchanan, 
erected steam saw-mills for cutting up logs into planks, in conjunction with my ~ 
brother William, and I am interested in shipping, and we are erecting grist and 
flour-mills, as, from the flatness of the country and the want of mill-streams, great 
inconvenience is felt by the inhabitants in getting their grain ground. 

li95. For the trade to'England?-We send our deals to Quebec; there they 
are sold, and come to England . 

. 1796. The country you speak of is an old settled country?-Yes, what are called 
French Canadians; we are the only British settlers who have gone in among them; 
tbey ~'e all a very happy, quiet, comfortable peasantry. 
. 1797. Do you consider that district as over peopled ?-N ot at all; there are vast 
districts behind, I believe, there, quite a desert, a wilderness. 

1 1 i9S. Adinitting of great extension of settlement?-Very great. 
1799. What is the soil which is unsettled ?-The low lands are remarkably fine 

soil, as fine as I ever saw in any country; a rich, fine soit:' 
. 1 SOD. Do you oonsider that the district .would be benefited by the introduction 

of a considerable increase of labour ?-Certainly; and I should think that the pro
vince generally would be benefited hy settling many districts that are now unoccu
pied; there is a great deal of fine land there, and nigh to the river St. Lawrenc.e, 
unsettled . 
. , 1801. Do you consider that any material improvements in the internal navigation 
of your district might be effected ?-I think there might be a very good canal made 
to open the navigation from Lake Champlain into the St. Lawrence, at a very trifling 
expense; and the St. Francis and Yamaska rivers might be improved. 

1802. What is the extent from Lake Champlain to St. Lawrence ?-From St. 
John's to Sorell or ChamLly, I should think is about thirty miles. 

1803. How much of that would be to be artificial navigation ?-l should suppose 
ten or twelve miles; there has been a survey of it taken by the government of 
Lower Canaaa. 

1804. Was there an estimate of it ?-Mr. Caldwell, of Quebec, showed me the 
plan of it a few years ago. 

1805. Is it a level country?-Rather a level country; the rapids are not very 
~xcessive, rafts go down and boats also. I am now informed that a vote has been 
made by t.he government of Lower Canada, of 60,000 t., for this object. 

1806. Do you know the district adjoining the Saquenay river?- No, only by 
hearsay. I made a good deal of inquiry about it last year, for I intended making a 
tour there this summer, If I had got out in time. 

1807. Has it been represented to you as a rich and capable district ?-About a 
hundred miles up, to some distance from the banks of the river, I understand it is a 
rich good soil. 
, 18'08. It is very little known at present?-Very little known . 
. ) 8°9.- Did you understand that attempts have been formerly made to settle the 
~istrict ?-I believe that some persons who had a lease of the north shore of the 
St. Lawrence, from the government, were anxious to keep the people from a know
ledge of that river. 

1810. Do you consider .. that efforts have been made to keep government and 
the public in ignorance of toe value of that district ?--I believe that has been the 
~ase. 

· 1811. It is understood to be navigable for large ships, for a great way up ?-It is 
almost fathomless a hundred miles up; there is an immense current comes down it, 
that makes the navigation of the St. Lawrence very dangerous at its mouth. 

1812. Do you conceive that the application of steam navigation to the River 
St. Lawrence would materially improve the facilities of trade?-There is no ques
tion of that; I conceive it would be a very great advantage; advantages would arise 
that we caimot now contemplate, from the facility of communication. 

18 J 3. Do you know any thing relating to the projected communication between 
the Bay of Fundy and the St. Lawrence ?-I have heard of it; I think it is very 
practicable, that it may be very easily done. 
· 1th4. Is not Cumberland in Nova Scotia?-I think the Cumberland river forms 

about the boundary; an opening there would be of very great service to Prince 
Edward's Island. 
· 181 5" Do you know the state of Prince Edward's Island ?-The present governor, 
Colonel-R~ady, I have the- pleasure of knowing·; and I have had cQmmuni€ations 
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from persons well acqu.ainted ,,;ith it;. the soil is generally very good, and the in
habitants very enterpnsmg and mdustrlous. 

1 816. Do you know the case of the Ohio Canal ?-Only by hearsay; I went 
from Buffalo to Albany a few years ago. • . . 

1817. Have you ever seen it in winter ?-No; boats cannot pass in winter, it is 
frozen. 

1818. Do you know to what degree it is frozen, as compared to St. Lawrence ?
The winter at Albany, I should think, is about a month shorter than at Montreal. 

1819. Has not the St. Lawr~nce been less/rozen of~ate years than heretofore?
The navigation has opened earher, ~nd I beheve re~amed ~pen later; l~st year it 
was unusually early, there were shIps at Quebec 111 the middle of April, a thing 
unprecedented. ". 

1820. Does the part of Lower Canada yon mhablt, amply supply Itself with 
provisions ?-Amply; there is a ')urplus; there is a gre.at deal of wheat. 

1821. How do you dispose of your surplus ?-It is sent to the Quebec market. 
1822. What do t.hey export besides flour?- Very little flour, it is all wheat; we 

have no good grist mills. . 
1823. Do you export butter?--Not a great deal; they might make a great 

deal of butter, but they are very indolent; wheat is our chief export, and lumber 
and boards. 

1824. Is there any jealousy felt about your establishments of machiueryfor 
steam saw-mills, &c. ?-N o. 

1825. Are the circular saws established generally in that district ?-I believe 
they are used only for particular purposes, for butting the deals and edging them, 
not for cutting the logs. 

1826. The lower Canadians ill your district, you state, are living in very great 
comfort?-Yes, they are the most comfortable peasantry I ever saw any where. 

Merclt1'ii, S" die Mati, 1826. 

Alexander Carlisle Buchanan, Esq. again called in; and Examined. 

1827. HAVE you been conversant with the mode of transport of emigrants? 
-I have. ' 

1828. In your own case, have you frequently taken them out r-I have. 
1829. Will you describe the courl'e you yourself have pursued, and how far yon 

consider the law as impeding the transport of emigrants ?-The present Passengers 
Act certainly is not acceptable to the habits and customs of the peasantry of Ire-
land, the lower classes who generally emigrate. . 

1830. In what respect ?-The law, if rigidly enforced, requires the ship to pro
vide provisions which are specified in the Act, which provisions are not the description 
of food they are in the habit of using. 

1831. Are they of a more expensive kind than are necessary ?-I should think 
double in point of expense, and a description' of food they do not like at all. 

1832. Will you state the nature of the provisions that are required --The law 
allows a certain portion of beef and biscuit, tood that they are not at all accustomed 
to; and if a !ihip provides those provisions that the Act requires, it enhances the 
expense of passage very much upon the emigrants, beyond their means in fact.' 
The peasantry of Ireland generally have oatmeal, and butter, and potatoes, and 
~ggs, and bacon. . 

1 833. Do they possess among themselves that food that would be quite sufficient 
for their passage, and more suitable in point of expense?-Generally more so and 
more favour~ble to their health, being food they are accustomed to. ' 

1834. W~ll you be so good as t~ .state your opinion as to the best mode of freigbt 
for. the emigrants, and the prOVISIons most suitable to them?-The provisions 
emIgrants from Ireland generally take, and which in most cases they have among 
themselves, are potatoes, oatmeal and oat bread, bacon, eggs, butter, and molasses; 
224 pounds of potatoes, sixty pounds of oatmeal and oat bread, twenty. pounds of 
bacon, seven pounds of ~ol~sses, seven pounds of butter and ten dozen of eggs, the· 
C?st of th~ whole of whIch IS from thirty-five shillings to forty shillings. I could 
VIctual emIgrants for two pounds a head. 

!835. In .the way in "'hi~h they generally provide themselves, and in a manner 
which you thmk would be SUItable for them r-Yes; for if you give an Irish peasan~ 
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beef and biscuit and salt pork, and coffee, they will be allover scurvy before they get 
to North America. The present Act requires the provisions to' be found by ,the 
ship, but the fact is, it is not so; for the collectors of His, Majesty's Customs, and 
the people charged with attending the clearing out of ships, know that it would be 
impossible to adhere literally to that. ~ , 

1836. Do you mean that the law is evaded ?-It is not intended to be evaded; 
but, instead of the ship finding provisions, the emigrants prefer to find them 
themselves. , ' 

1837. Do you consider that the regulations, being absurd, are evaded?-They 
really are absurd; the law limiting the number of emigrants is very proper; one 
adult to every two tons of the registered tonnage, and children in proportion" that 
is a very proper provision. 

1838. You do not think that is more space than is necessary ?~ Not at all. 
1839. Do you consider that the regulation as to the -height between decks, and 

the proportion of persons to the tonnage, should be continued ?-Yes; the only 
thing is the quantity of provisions provided by the Act; if it were strictly enforced, 
the emigrant could not pay for them. 

18.40. Is the price of passage very much enhanced by the regulations ?-If put 
into rigid operation, I should think it would be increased more than one half. I 
have witnessed myself in going out, that if you give the emigrant salt pork, he would 
not eat it ;' it is not congenial to their habits. 

1841. Do you conceive it necessary to have medical assistance on board the 
ships carrying emigrants ?-N ot at all. 

1842. In what way does that part of the Act operate disadvantageously?~ To a 
great degree; the expense is ultimately borne by the emigrants, for it enhances the 
expense to the ship. 

I ~4j. Does that regulation exist with respect to American ships ?-No. 
1844 Is it required by the English government with respect to American ships? 

-The Americans contrive to evade it, they carry the same number of passengers 
without a surgeon; but the English ship will not be cleared at the custom-house till 
it has a doctor on board, with a diploma and a medicine chest; and in many cases 
the doctors that are employed are frequently very ill adapted to administer medi
cines. The emigrant pays to New York about six guineas for his passage, the 
passengers finding themselves; and to the British colonies in North America, they 
carry them out for about three pounds ten to four pounds. 

18.<1-5. What makes that difference ?-The people prefer going to the United 
States, and a great many of them are going out to their friends. With respect to 
the great bulk of the emigrants, I should thiuk two-thirds of them, their passage is 
paid in America, or the amount remitted home to their relations; almost all the 
families th'at go out have relatives, who have gone out before them; the passage is 
paid in the United States, and in many cases they send hOllle money to buy them 
necessaries. 

1846. Do not YOIl consider the voyage to be rather a time of health to the emi
grants ?-Very healthy; I never knew an instance, where attention was paid to 
cleanliness, that the emigrant did 110t look a great deal hetter on his arrival than 
when he went on board. -
" 1847. What rio you reckon an average passage ?--About forty-five days to 
Quebec, and about thirty-five to forty to St. John's and the United States; (have 
seldom .been.so lqng myself . 
. " 1848.' 00 you consider that in the management of emigrants by masters of vessels, 
the emigrants would be liable to abuse or mal-treatment ?-I think not, for they are 
liable to be called to account at the place of arrival; the civil law will lay hold of 
them, either in the United States or Quebec; if they go to a magistrate on their 
arrival, they will b~ dealt with according to law; besides, it is the intere5t of the 
captain t9 the them well. - J 

, 1849. You think the laws of the colonies would afford a sufficient remedy for any 
abuse practised by masters of \'eso:el" ?-I think it would; I would have the master 
of the ship, and not only the master of the ship .but the consignee or some ostensible 
person at the frort of clearing out, to join in a 'bond that the emigrant would be landed, 
the dangers of the seas excepted, . at the port at which he contracted to be landed; 
and the master of the ship should be bound, under a- penalty, to see that the emi
grants put on board a sufficient quantity of food, of some kind or other. 
, 18.)0. Do you think, under those circumstans~s, with a sufficiency of provisions 
of that wholesome kind that the people habidlal1y use and that they like best, they 
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would be sufficiently healthful to enable them to dispense with the regulation as to 
surgical attendance ?-I have not the least doubt of It. . 

1851 • Do you know what is the regulation on board the regular American packet 
vessels, with respect to medical attendants ?-A merchant ship is not considered sea
worthy unless she has a medicine chest on board. 

1852. Do you know the New York passage?-I do perfectly well. 
18.13. In the principal packets between New York and Liverpool is there a sur .. 

geon ?-None whatever; by the American law, any vessel arriving in the United 
States with more passengers on board than that law allows, is liable to confiscation; 
but the law, I believe, does not impose upon them to carry a surgeon; great abuses. 
occurred some years ago with respect to Dutch emigrants ~oing to the United 
States, thev used to crowd them, and they arrived in great distress; the Americana 
since have~ a law, with respect to passa~e, nearly similar to our own. . 

18..54. Do you consider that great abuses existed before the Passage Act was 
passed 1-1 have heard, a great many years ago, when there was no Passage Act" 
there was great abuse; about twenty or twenty-five years ago, in carrying emigrants 
to the U ni ted States, they used to crowd them to a great excess, but now the thing 
is entirely altered; 1 have heen I dare say a dozen times across the Atlantic with 
emigrants, and I always saw them looking better on landing than when they came 
on board. 

1855. What becomes of the emigrants that you take out ?-They are settled 
all over the country. When I am at Quebec, I give them every assistance as· to 
procuring them a cheap passage to Montreal; the steam boats go alongside the 
ship, and the greater part of them go off to Montreal, and scatter themselves over 
the provinces. ln travelling through Canada, I am pleased to see so many of 
them doing well. Last year I went out with 400; some few of th~m remained, 
to take advantage of the demand for labour at Quebec, and they were· earning 
money very fast there. 

1856. What demand for labour is there at Quebec ?-There was a difficulty to. 
get labourers last summer. 

] 857. Were they engaged in public works ?-No; the general commerce of the 
eountry gives great employment; working with timber~ and porterage, and labour 
on board of ship; last year, labourers received four or five shillings a day, in fact 
labourers were scarcely to be got in Canada last summer, and mechanics of every 
kind were in great request. 

1858. Then is the general course, with the emigrants you have taken, to proceed 
to Upper Ca,nada ?-I have generally recommended them myself, having a good 
deal of influence with them, being mostly from the same part of the country that 
I come from, to proceed with all despatch, as early as they could in the season, 
into the interior, and to avoid loitering about the towns, to take advantage of the 
summer to make their settlements. 

1859. Where have they actually gone to ?-The great bulk of them have gone to 
Upper Canada. • . 

1860. Is that generally done in conseqllence of your advice to them, or of their 
own selection ?-A great many are governed by my advice. 

1861. Is that advice given under an impression that it is a more favourable 
settlement for them than Lower Canda can aftord ?-Many of them dislike Lower 
Canada~ on account of the French language and laws; the peasantry all speak 
:French, and the emigrant is quite lost among them. 

1862. Is not there a very mixed population in Lower Canada?-No· thereare 
a few Irish settling here and there, but ~ou may go thirty or forty or' fifty miles 
and not me.et a soul that can speak any thmg but French; in the parish I live in, 
I do no' beheve that, except my brother and myself, and our servants there are any 
but French Canadians. ' 

1863. In the back settlements of Lower Canada, is not there a more mixed 
population ?-There are perhaps some American Squ~lters in those parts, bordering 
upon the States, and when they have taken POSS(::;Slon of the grounds, it is very 
troublesome to remove them. 

1864. Do you know the district of Ricbelieu?-Yes but not particularly 
acquainted with it. ' 

] 865. Is ttx:r~ not there a population of English and Americans?-There are 
8. good many; ·It IS the great thoroughfare to the United States; it is an old settled 
£ountry. 

1866. In what way does it answer to you to take out those emigrants ?-I have 
. nO 
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no motive in it beyond a back freight to ships I am interested in; those ships are 
going out in ballast to bring home our own deahl, Rnd they constitute a b$.Ck freight; 
the.ship puts up births, Rnd finds water and fuel, Rnd we always give every instruc
tion to have them taken as much care of as possible. The great bulk that go out 
in our ships are from Tyrone, Fermanagh, Donegal and Derry. 

1867. Are they of any use to you when they get there ?-I had rather employ 
those,people that have been sonie time in the country; fot' the lower Irish, on first 
G~ming into the country, are such, that they think they are doing you a great ser
vic~ by working for you. I would rather pay higher wages to ~anadi~ns, or those 
omlgrants that have been some time in the country, than those Just arnved . 

. 1868. Do you find that the . parties who settle endeavour to bring out th~il" 
friends and relations after them ?-They do invariably. 
j 1809· Do they bring out numbers in that way ?-Great numbers. 

1870 . Do they settle near each other, so as to keep up the same ties of relation
sbip ?--=-If a family go that had a relation before them, they generally go t..> that 
relation, to see how he is situated, and to consult with him. 

1 871. Do you believe that any considerable number of those emigrants go to 
the United States ?-N ot latterly; I think they settle much more in Canada than 
they did formerly. 
" 1872. And chiefly in Upper Canada ?-Yes; but there are a good many in Lower 
Canada; the towns of Quebec and Montreal, and Three Rivers, give employ
ment to a great nlany of them. 
, 1873. Do they afford pecuniary assistance to their relations, to enable them to 
come out ?-Generally. If I am in Montreal or Quebec, and if it is known that I 
:am there, I will have ·numerous applications to receive money, or to give them 
orders for money to bring out their friends. "-

" 1874. Do you ever find that the lower class of emigrants are able, after a few 
years, to take that course of assisting otbers, and following them ?-Invariably, if 
they are at all sober and industrious. There is no doubt but a labouring emigrant 
will save money in a year or two. 

1875. Within what time do you think that has ever been accomplished, in the 
"case of parties going out without capital?-I have known an emigrant landing 
without a dollar in Quebec, save, in the course of a summer, fifteen or twenty 
pounds. 

1876. Are they chiefly Catholics, or Protestants ?-Latterly there are more 
Catholics than there were. 

18n. But the great proportion that have gone there are Protestants ?-Protest
,ants and Dissenters; the great bulk are from Monaghan, Tyrone, and I..ondonderry. 

ISiS. Do they all embark at Derry ?-They do. 
1879. Are you acquainted with the province of Upper Canada?-I have made 

a tour of it. 
.-S80. Can you express any opinion that you have formed about the effect of the 

system of clergy reserves in that country ?-l have never conversed ",vith an emi
-grant or a farmer that did not speak of them with repugnance and displeasure, that 
they were a great annoyance, and a great clog upon the province. 

1881. You have never resided yourself there, have you ?-No. 
, ) 88"2. In what way do they consider them a burthen ?-They retard the improve
ment of roads, and the facilities of communieation with the new settlements. 

1883 .. Would you say, from what you have observed of the emigration from 
Ireland, that by far the greater proportion of those that go to Canada are likely to 
be not of the Church of England ?-You can almost tell, from the counties they come 
from, what persuasion they belong to. 

1884. Should you say, generally, from what you have observed of the emigra
tion from tbe north of Ireland, that by far the greater prop~rtion of the emigrants 
that go out are likely to be either Dissenters or Roman Catholics ?-NotRoman 
-Catholics, but the 'greater proportion are Dissenters; there were more Cathglics 
went out last year than there had been for many years before. 

1885. Have you any means of stating what proportion, of the 30,000 that have 
·emigrated from the Port of Derry within the last ten years, were Presbyterians? ...... 
I should think over one half were Dissenters and Presbyterians, and the other 
of the Church of England and Catholics; perhaps not so many Protestants as 
-Catholics. . 

1 886. Were there many of the Church of England ?-A good ll1any, but they 
wore chiefly Dissenters; in fact, the Catholic peasantry of the north of Ireland. 

404· A a 2 have 

.4. C. Buck_nlAlI, 
E'q. 



.A. C. Bllchanan, 
" ., :Esq. 

~ 
3 May 

1820. 

W. B. FlitoR, 
Esq. . 
~ 

176 MINUTES or E.l"IDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

have not the means to emIgrate. I should. suppose that three-fourths were Pro
testants and Dissenters, and about-one fourth Catholics. 

'1887. By Protestants, do you mean members of the Church of England ?-The 
Established Church. , 

1888. By Dissenters you mean Presbyterians r-Yes; and Dissenters of different 
denominations. 

1889. Are you acquainted with the emigration that has gone on from Belfast?
They are much the same description of people; they are a very industrious descrip
tion of people, generally, that go out. . , 

1890. Are they generally people that have some little capital ?-The great bulk 
of them have a little money, and large families. , 

1891. Do they generally carry out some little money with them?-The bulk of 
them that go out carry out from ten to twenty, and some few a hundred pounds with 
them, perhaps some more; but many go without any capital. 

1892. Are many of them persons employed in the linen trade at home ?-All 
the peasantry in the north of Ireland are farmers and linen manufacturers at the 
same time. 

1893. Do you find that they have at all carried with them into Upper Canada 
the habit of spinning, which they had practised in the north of Ireland?-They 
may do that after some years residence; but for the first few years they are so oc
cupied in settling themselves that they do not do it. 

1894. You have not heard whether they have assisted in establishing any do. 
mestic manufactures ?-They make now a good deal of coarse linens and woollens 
in Lower Canada; the peasantry manufacture all their clothing. . 

1895. Is the country very favourable to the growth of flax?-Very much so; 
where I live, I never saw finer flax in my life than what is grown there. 

1896. Is it much cultivated ?-N 0,' very little; they cultivate it a little to make 
their own coarse fabric, but they take no care of the seed. 

J 897. Do not they save their own seed ?-They do, but they might save a great 
deal for export. 

1898. Do you consider it a favourable soil and climate for the production of flax, 
with a view to crops either of seed or of flax for export ?-I never saw finer flax 
grown any where than I saw in the parish of Yamaska. 

1899. Are you acquainted with the flax culture in the north of Ireland ?-I am 
not much of a farmer myself, but I have seen it grow frequently; I have imported 
a great many cargoes of flax seed. . 

19°°. Do you think the flax in Canada superior to that you have seen in Ireland? 
-I think if it were well cultivated, it would be equal to any raised in Tyrone or in 
Down. 

]901. Are YOIl at all acquainted with the cultivation of hemp?-No; I have 
seen it growing in Russia, but I am not particulariy acquainted with it. , . 

1902. Is it grown to any extent in either of the provinces ?-No; it is cultivated 
a good deal in Kentucky, and in the western parts of America. 

190 3. Are you in the habit of dealing with the West Indies at all, for lumber, 
and other articles?-No; I have been in the West Indies. 

] 904. Are you situated on the St. Lawrence ?-Six miles from it. 
1905. Are you on a navjgabl~ r,iver?-It is navigablt: for batteaux; it might be 

improved very much at a very tnfhng expense. 
1906. Is it there that your mills are situated? - Yes. 
1907. Where do you embark your deals ?-We send them to Quebec. 
1908. How far are you from Quebec ?-One hundred and forty miles. 

William Bo'wman Felton, Esq. again called in; 
and Examined. 

1909· IN wha~ degree are the French laws in operation in Lower Canada?
The French laws m ~ower Canad~ a~e contin~d to the adjustment of civil disputes 
al~oge~her. No portion of the cnmmal law IS French, the English criminal law 
be,lOg 1O~opuced., As far as respects. the t~rritorial division of the province, the 
French ~IVd law IS confined, to the .selgn~unes ~y law, as construed by the English 
settlers 10 the country, but m.pract,lce It IS apphed to tbe whole province. 

?910. Under w~at auth~nty! either by treaty or by Act of Parliament, are 
those French laws 10 operatIOn m Lower Canada? -The French law which was in 
force at the conquest, ceased in operation until the Act of I i74, called the Quebec 

Act, 
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Act, when it was reintroduced in order to conciliate the French population, and to 
excite them against the colonists then in rebellion; and it is hy what the English 
consider a tortuous construction of that Act, that the French law is applied to the 
lands granted in free and common soccage. 

1911. Do those French laws admit, or exclude, with respect to the new settlers, 
the benefit of trial by jury, supposing that those settlers locate themselves in the 
seigneurallands ?-The French civil law deprives the British settler as well as the 
French Canadian inhabitant of the benefit of trial by jury, in all civil matters, 
excepting in commercial cases, that is, in cases between merchants, and actions of 
damage .. 

1912. Are the proceedings in the courts of law throughout the province in the 
French language ?-Not universally; the oral proceedings are in all cases governed 
by the language of the parties; the counsel have the option of addressing them
selves to the judges in any language they think proper. The inconvenience that 
the British settler feels is, that the law by which he is governed is written and ex
pounded in a foreign language, and that he is deprived of the trial by jury and of the 
English rules of evidence to which he is accustomed. 

1913. The Committee understand .that the lands recently granted in Lower 
Canada are held in free and common soccage, divided into townships; by what 
class of persons are those lands inhabited ?-The lands granted in free and common 
soccage are inhabited exclusively by the descendants of American loyalists and 
British emigrants; there are very few French Canadian inhabitants established in 
the townships, and the English settlements established in the townships are very 
remote from the established French seigneuries; the line between the seigneuries 
and the townships is well defined, so that there is no danger of the two tenures 
being intermixed, nor consequently would there be any danger or difficulty in car
rying into operation a different code of civil law in the townships, from that which 
exists in the seigneuries. We have practically, at this moment, a different law for 
the regulation of real property in the townships, from that which prevails in the 
seigneuries, the lands in the seigneuries being governed by the French Coutume 
de Paris, and the lands in the townships being governed in matters of descent and 
dower and alienation by the law of England. 

1914. What proportion do the seigneural lands in Lower Canada bear to 
the lands granted in free and common soccage, and to the lands still ungranted? 
-The lands granted in seigneury are stated to exceed twelve millions of acres; but 
I do not believe that the available part of the selgneuries exceeds four millions of 
acres; ,by the available part I mean the cultivable part: the grants already made 
in free and common soccage, including the reserves of the Crown and clergy, ex
ceed three millions of acres; the ungranted land at the disposal of the Crown, 
which of course will not be granted in seigneury, but will be granted in free and 
common soccage, exceeds four millions of acres, fitted for the purposes of cultiva-

. tion; and the extent of lands lying in the rear of those which we know are sus
ceptible of cultivation, is not very easily ascertained, but I think it probable that 
at some future period it will appear to amount to as much as the whole of the pre
sent inhabited parts of the province put together. The Committee may be desirous 
of knowing the relative proportions of cultivated lands in the seigneuries and in the 
townships: the seigneuries may contain about two millions and a half of land in 
cultivation, and the townships will not have more land reduced to cultivation than 
three hundred thousand acres. The population on the seigneuries, inclurling the 
great towns of Montreal and of Quebec, is about 390,000 souls; that on the town
ships does not exceed 40,000. 

1915. Do you conceive that the existence, defacto, of the French laws in Lower 
Canada operates as a disadvantage to the emigrants from the United Kingdom?
It is' a disadvantage most severely felt by all the English settlers already established 
in the country; and I know, from my own personal experience, that great numbers 
of respectable English &ettlers have been prevented establishing themselves in the 
province of Lower Canada, in consequence of their aversion to the French laws. 

1916. Have the new settlers made any application to the local government, to 
admit them to the b~nefit of the English law?-The English settlers have made 
repeated petitions to the local government to be represented in the House of 
~ssembly, being perfectly aware that no request of the nature alluded to would be 
hstened to in that House, until they should be therein represented. 
, . 191 7. Are the townships not represented, in the Hoqse?-They are not; they 
are included in a r~mote part of one county, but they have no means of access to the 
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places of poll. It is ~eces.sary for t~e Committee to. un~erstand, that in the first 
subdivision of the pro,mce mto countIes, by proclamation 10 the year 1792, all those 
counties now inclllding the townships were divided by lateral lines, which extended 
to the utmost limits of the province. When the English emigrants and settlers 
established themselves in the townships, they found themselves, of course, included 
in one of these enormous counties, and, from their remote situation, and from tho 
want of roads and communication with the river St. Lawrence, and the places of 
election, they have been since that period virtually excluded from taking any share 
in the representation. 

1918. Is there no provision for increasing the number of members in proportioQ 
as those counties grow more populous?-There is no specific provision in favour of 
the English population, or the townships; but the legislature of the province has 
the ri<1ht, which they have not hitherto exercised, of subdividing the country inde~ 
finitely. That is a right which has already been acted upon in Upper Canada; as 
the two constitutions are similar, of course the legislature of Lower Cl:lnada Ca.D 

carry it into effect whenever they think proper. 
1919. Has it ever been done?-The House of Assembly has recently, that is 

to say within the last two or three sessions, passed bills increasing the represen
tation of the province generally; but those bills have always been l't:jected in the 
legislative council, it is believed, on the ground of their giving the English population 
an insufficient share of representation. 

J 920. Has there not existed, for some years past, a very unfortunate excitement 
on both sides, on those subjects. in Lower Canada ?-There has, and I have every 
reason to believe that it will continue, till the grievances of the townships are re
dressed. 

1921. Are not the French population extremely attached to their present French 
law, and would they not view with very great jealousy and suspicion any attempt 
to alter it ?-I do not believe in my conscience that the French population is very 
much attached to the present French law; they are very much attached to the pre~ 
sent order of things; they are exceedingly loyal, and as good subjects as any ill 
His Majesty's dominions. I believe also that they are very mQch attached to the 
En7,lish; but they are equally attached to their own religion, and any arrangements 
which may threaten, however remotely, the stability of that religion, will to them be 
always oujectionable. Under this point of view, I have no doubt that they would 
always resist any alteration of the present law as far as respects them, but I do not 
believe the French population would for one moment oppose the extension of the 
law of England to the townships, provided they were not forced upon the people 
inhabiting the Seigneuries. 

1922. Do the French Canadians univet'sally show a preference to holding property 
by the present French law, to holding it by the English tenure of free and common 
soccage "-Quite the reverse; they have shown themselves unwilling to €stablish 
themselves in the townships where the lands are held in free and common soccage, 
because those townships had been previously subdivided into lots of two hundred 
acre3, amongst which were intercalated two~sevenths of reserves, in su<:h a manner 
as to render it quite impracticable, for people settling in the mode pursued by the 
French inhabitants, to inhabit or cultivate with effect. It is necessary for the 
Committee to understand, that it is in consequen~e of their being intercalated in this 
manner; if the reserves had been put by in masses of twenty or thirty thousand 
acres, it would not have affected the country, and the French would have gone 
into it. The French system of settlement is by dividing the land into very small 
strips, each one adjoining to his neighbour; one lot is conceded as soon as tlu~ 
preceding one is taken up, and in this way they go on consecutively; the roads keep 
pace with the settlement; and as every man builds his house upon the front of his 
lot, the country opens itself gradually to the population flowing into it. ThCJ 
front of the 200 acre lots in the townships being two or three or four times. wider 
than the front of the Canadian lots, the inhabitant would have so much more road 
to make, ev~n for his own present use; but in addition to that, he has to overcome 
th~ obstructIons otfe!ed by the Crown and the clergy reserves, which occupy ooe
third of the supe~cles.of the l.and, ~ot counting any thing for the occasional occur
rence of land ?f mfenor quality whIch cannot be occupied, which may be caleu
l1t;ted at one-thIrd more, of the superficies of the country. This is the practical 
dIfficulty that the CanadIan population has felt. But there is also another which it 
is necessary to ~dvert to, and that is, that the reservation of the clergyla,ds 
threatens them With the permanent establishment of a church. professing different 
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tenets from themselves; and they have no assoraQce of a provision for their own 
clergy. And this I apprehend to be the groundwork of the objection in point of 
feeling, which exists to the establi:shment of the French population in the townships. 
But I am prepared to believe that the whole French population of Lower Canada 
would prefer to hold their land in free and common soccage. rather than to hold 
them as they now do, liable to rcntes and lodes et ventes, or mutation fines. 

1923. Independently of the church reserves, is there any provision made by the 
colonial law, or by the regulations of the local government, for the maintenance of a 
religious establishment for the settlers in the province generally ?-The Committee 
will understand, that in the province of Upper Canada, and ill the townships, that 
is, in two-thirds of the province of Lower Canada, there is no provision by law 
made for any established clergy specially designated, the reservation of the clergy 
lands being for the support of a Protestant church; so that the ministers of the 
church of Scotland are, equally witb those of the church of Rome, unprovided for by 
law in those parts of the two provinces. In the seigneural part of Lower Canada 
the law provides for the support of the clergy of the church of Rome by the appro
priation of a tithe of one twenty-sixth part of the grain delivered; but this only 
applies after the preparatory erection of the seigneuries into parishes under a patent 
from the crown, so that it is in the power of the crown, by withholding the patent, 
to prevent the legal exaction of tithe even in the French part of Lower Canada. 

1924. Is that ever practised ?-It is not the practice, but it is possible. The 
legislature of Lower Canada does not provide for the ministers of any church; -but 
the executive government has afforded some stipends to ministers of the Roman 
church and those of the church of Scotland. The Bishop is paid by the British 
government a thousand a year, he has at the same time the sum of five hundred 
pounds from the colonial government, but that is in the shape of a rent for a house 
belonging to the bishoprick. . 

1925. What religious instruction is practically provided in Lower Canada for the 
benefit of the emigrants arriving from the United Kingdom, and locating themselves 
in that province r-The emigrants of the Established Church of England, locating 
themseh:es in the townships, are provided with religious instruction by the benefi
cence of His Majesty's government, in aid of an allowance from the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel, so that virtually the whole religious establishment of the 
Established Church in Lower Canada is provided for by the British Nation. 

1926. What is the number of the clergy residing in the townships to which the 
emigrants would be directed, or in which new locations might be made?-The 
number of the Estabiished Church residing in the townships of Lower Canada does 
not exceed twelve; but they are placed in situations which are not accessible to new 
emi:-rrants; for, previous to the appointment of a rector, the erection of a church is 
nec~ssary, and this always presupposes some advance in the settlement of the country, 
as the church must be built at the expense of the settlers. 

1927. How are churches, in general, provided ?-By the labour of the settlers. 
There has been a subscription raised in England for their assistance also. 

1928. Have you any idea what proportion of the 40,000 inhabitants of the 
townships belong to the Established Church ?-As far as my observation extends, 
I should say that wherever a minister of the Established Church is placed in the 
townships, all the Protestants in the neighbourhood frequent his church. 

192.9. Have the other sects established any system of religious instruction ?-The 
Methodists of Lower Canada, who may be cOlllsidered as numerOllS, have five or 
six ministers, and as many places of worship in the townships. The Methodists of 
Lower Canada belong to what is called the English Union; I understand that those 
of Upper Canada do not, they are principally Americans. There is no provision 
in the townships for the instruction of Catholic settlers. 

1930. If emigration should be carried on under the sanction of government, do 
you not consid~r th!itit would be the duty of government to cause provision to be 
made fQr religious instruction, commensurate to the growing numbers and wants of 
the emigrants ?-There can be no question as to its being a duty of the highest im
portunce, but how it is to be accomplis\led it is very difficult to say; it is a subject 
which merits the most serious consideration of the Imperial legislature. 

1931. Are schools generally established in the townships ?-Schools are very gene
rally est~blishedin the townships, and the masters are paid by the local legislature. 

1932. Are there both grammar schools and parish schools ?-. There is no distinc~ 
tion y~t ~ade; they are not grammar schools, they are schools for the instruction 
of the poorer cl~ses. 
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1933. Are not. bo~h the local legislature a~d the local authorities v,ery forward in 
promoting ~~~catlOn r-Not to the extent tney. ought .to be, nor to the extent of 
their capabilItIes. There are no schools for the InstructIon of the .common people, 
in the F'rench settlements of Lower Canada, that produce any efficient results; and 
I am prepared to say that there is, no prospec~ of the people of Lower Canada 
being sufficiently instructed, until a mean be devised of providing for the instruction 
of different religious sects, independent of each other. 

1934. Do the Roman Catholic clergy assist, or impede, the progress of education? 
-The Roman Catholic clergy undoubtedly assist; because the three seminaries 
established at Montreal, Quebec, and Nicolet, are open to the admission of the 
laity, and as the instructors at those semina~ies are Catholic priests, of course ·they 
assist in disseminating the benefits of educatIOn amongst those who are capable of 
paying the expense at those est~blish~ents. . 

1935. With respect to the mstructlOn of the laIty of the lower classes, do the 
Roman Catholic clergy assist ?-Almost all the cu~es; in their respective parishes, 
have established small schools, many of them at theIr own personal expense; and a 
law has recently passed, allowing the establishment of parochial schools, and the 
donation of lands for the purpose of their support. 
, 1936. Do the Roman Catholic laity assist in the management of these schools? 
-In the parishes there are few of the laity who are men of influence, the habits of 
the Canadian population confining the superior classes of the laity to the t(}wns~ 

] 937. Are the townships and the seigneuries under the same jurisdiction; so 
that if two difterent systems of law were established, those two different systems of 
law would be to be administered by the same courts ?-It is necessary for the Com
mittee to understand, that according to the French system of law, the courts do not 
perambulate the country and make circuits, as in England, but the country is 
divided into a great number of districts, each district having its respective court; 
and appeals from those district courts are made to a court established at the seat of 
government. N ow whenever the townships become settled, there must necessarily 
be districts established; and as each of those districts must have its independent 
court, there can be no possible difficulty in allowing that court to administer the law 
of England in lieu of the law of France. 

1938. Then you would have the district limited or bounded according to the 
description of the settlers upon the land, so that no English settlers should be under 
the French law, and no French settlers under the Engliph law?-That is exactly 'my 
·intention. The necessity only exists with respect to the establishment of new districts, 
because the present French districts are liable to the same objection that I mentioned 
with respect to the large counties. There are lateral boundaries, which run over the 
whole country to the utmost limits, and consequently they include the townships; but 
if the districts merely ran to the extremity of those seigneuries which are located, 
and the new township districts began there, then there would be no possibility of 
interference. 

1939. Then you would .have an inferior court ?f jurisdiction for each. to~ns~ip?
\Ve have already found ]t necessary to establish a court for one dIstrIct III the 
townships, but there they have carried th~ ~re~ch, l~w instead of the English law, 

'although there is not a Frenchman under l.ts,JurlsdlctlOn. . . 
. 1940. Which law would you have administered by the supenor court r-As the 

court of appeals is composed almost altogether of English lawyers or English judges
J 

they are as competent to decide on appeals from an English court as they are On 
appeals from a: French court, and the appeals from the English court would not be 
one in ten to the appeals from the French courts, out of the same number of causes, 
,because the French court, having no jury, the judge takes cO<1nizance of the law 
and the fact Loth, and the appeals are infinitely more numerous ~n that very account 
than they would be from a court where the causes were decided by a jury in the 
fir~t inst~nce. !,he judges find the duty exceedingly onerous; and though we have 
thirteen Judges ~n th~ province, we ought to have at this moment, according to the 
present populatIOn, SIX more, to do justice to them, for in the court of Montreal there 
are. now 1\\'0 thousand causes behindhand; and they are continually increa~ing, 
owmg to the French system of law, or rather to the increase of litigation . 
. ' 19.4]· What class of emigrants do you consider to be best adapted to the first 
de'arlng of land, the hack-woodsman system; what class to the more advanced 
stage of agriculture; what to the mining, and what to the fisheries ?-The emi
,gran~s who usually ;?O fr~m) Great Britain, although incompetent to the work of 
dearlD!!; Jand 011 their arrival, verv soon hecome ail efficient as the American back· 
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.wOQtisman; and inthat point of view, taking into consideration that some support 
will. be afforded tQ. the emigrant, provided emigration be carried on on the scale 
coqtemplated by the Committee, I should say the English agricultural settler is the 
be~t fitted to throw intq the waste lands, .in lieu of the American back~\'Voodsman. In 
the.more advanced stage of im provement, as capital would be necessary to enable 
tb<, emigrant to possess himself of land, under these circumstances, the emigrant 
.ta.king out a small sum of money from England appears to me to be the best 
person; from the regularity of his habits, to succeed under these circumstances. 
With respect to mining, in the lower province, that part of the population which 
:h~s devoted itself to .the operations connected with the founderies, for they are not 
.6ttictly speaking mining (the ore being found on the surface of tlte gronnd) has 
scarcely sufficient employment for its support; and therefore I do not cOllceive that 
lQere is an opening at present for ~he employment of any portion of the British 
emigrants or Irish emigrants in tbat particular branch of labour. With respect to 
the fisheries, I conceive the Irish settlers to be decidedly the best, because they 
are riot an agricultural people, although they are lauourers, and their hauits of life 
fit them to live on the species of provision which is most easilv procured on fishing 
stations, such, for example, as potatoes and fish. • 

1942. \Vhat class of emigrants do you thinli it most advisuule to locate upon 
the frontiers of the United States --To give a correct answer to that question, 
I should be permitted to say, that much will depend on the principle on which any 
extensive emigration is to be conducted; if, for example, it be considered desirable 
.to carry it into effect merely for the purpose of relieving the lTnited Kingdom of 
its exuberant population, in that limited point of view I should say that all the 
emigration should be brought as near as possible into immediate contact with the 
United States, and for this purpose, that they may find employment lJeyond the lines 
.in, the public works carrying on within the States, or if they feel it preferable, that 
.they wight emigrate into the United Stales; keeping this in view, it would appear 
expedient to carryall this emigration to the remotest part of F pper Canada, at the 
least possible expense, and to give them only so much provision alter their arrival 
there, as will sustain them until they have an opportunity of providing tiJemselves 
either in the country, or in the territory of the United Stute.;, If it be desirable 
to contemplate greater advantages than merely removing tbe superabundant popu~ 
lation, and there is a willingness to incur a greater expense in carrying the operation 
into effect, in the expenditure of which the provinces will greatiy benefit, then 
I should say that it is desirable to place on the frontier of the United States that 
population which is most averse to the people of the States, in religion and pre
judices, such for example as the Irish, or preferably the Iligbland Catholic emigran.ts. 
But, generally speakillg, I am of opinion that it is desiruuJe to mix lip the emi~rants 
as much as practicable in the two provinces, and for that reason I should strongly 
recommend the dispersion of tbe Irish Catholics over the face of the upper 
province, where the majority of the present inhabitants are Protestant; and, 
c?nversely, I should place tbe Protestant population of England in the lower pro
vince. 

1943. Would not that arrangement rather increase the difficulty with regard to 
providing church establishments, because you would then have a considerable Catholic 
population seeing witb envy the advantages enjoyed by their Church uf England 
neighbours, in point of establishment, and you would bring tbe two parties more 
into contact ?-That difficulty will exist in greater force if the Catholics are placed 
in a body in any part of the upper province, where there is no provision for the 
Catoolic clergy. ... . .- . 

1944. Does it occur to you that it would be desirable, as a means of securing 
• the affection of the Irish Catholics, supp05ing them to emigrate in considerable 
numbers, to provide them at the expense of the slate, either by reserves of land or 
in any other mode, with some provision for their cler~y; in that way giving them 
something which they would not find if they emigrated into the United States?
This is a subject which involves considerations of. the very highest importance; but 
in .expressing. my private opinion, the Committee will believe that I do it with t~le 
greatest p~ssible respect and affection for the Estahlished Church; but I an! dls.
tinctly of opinion that it is judicious to encourage a certain number of Estabhsh«:d 
ClwIrches in the two provinces, by an equal protection afforded to each; to explalll 
myselft'I mea.n, as we already recognize the Chureh of England, tile Church of 
Scotiand;and the Church of Rome,. I should confine the protection to those t~ree; 
and I think it would be more judicious (but th~s is an opjnion \\ hi~h I know ·~s u-t 
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variance with the received prejudices of all America). that those churches shomd be 
supported by.a tithe, and that ea~h landholder shoul~ pay his tithe to the P\'idt 

..J of his respectIve sect, as would VIrtually be the case ID the French part of Lt\iwer 
Canada if there were any considerable intermixture of Protestants amonO' 'be 
F~ench populat.ion. I do not consider tha,t the appropriation of land to t~e. ~ 
will be productIve of that benefit to the Church of England that was antJcI~, . 
and for. this r~ason, that the amount of th~ !·ents of the clergy res;rves in al~y gt~' 
to\\'nshlp, takmg for example one contaInIng 60,000 acres, wIll not exceedW 
twenty-one years, supposing the whole rent collectable, 1541. annually; now a 
township of 60,000 acres of land must be fully granted and established ~.11 
those reserves will be leased, and when fully established, it should have·at le.st 
two churcbes; but, according .to the .scale on which the clergy i~ at pres~nt sUp
ported, two clergymen alone wIll reqUIre 400 I. a year, and there IS a defic](~uef at 
once of 2.')0 I. per annum, supposing even the whole reserves available. Now'1Hlat 
is true of a township is true of the whole province, for an extension of the popu~ 
lalion alone can give value to the clergy reserves. 

) 945. What population do you suppose must be settled upon a township before 
it arrives at that stage in which the clergy reserves will be available ?-Opinions 
differ very much upon that subject; we kn0'Y that a vast nUIt,lber of the clergy 
reserves have been leased; but we know that 111 the lower provll1ce very few' rents 
have been collected; and it appears to me to have been an error in principle, ex
pecting lo receive rent from uncultivated lands. I should suppose that no township 
containing less than 150 families, which is only one for each lot of half the 'dis
posable land within it, can expect to receive even the '150 I. a year from those 
rents; and if we suppose the rent doubled at the expiration of twenty years. and to 
continue so for twenty years more, still there will he only 3001. a year for each 
township, to answer an expenditure of 400 l., and this without taking into con
sideration the necessity of building or repairing churches, and building parsonage 
houses. 

J 946, Is not a parish of 60,000 acres far beyond the superintendence of anyone 
clergyman ?-It is impossible for any clergyman to do justice to it; it is ten 
'miles sqtlare. . 

Jot'is, 4° die 1t1.aii, 1826. 

Thomas Law Hodges, Esq. again called in; and Examined. 

T. L. Hodgtl, 1947. COULD you lIame to the Committee the number of families which 10 

Esq. your opinion it would be necessary to remove from the division of Lower Scray, in 
~' order to reduce the population of that district to what you would consider a healthy 

\~~:' and prosperous state, in ot~er words, in which. the \V~ges of labour would b~ suffi~ 
cient to find the labourer WIth all the necessarIes of hfe ?-I have not had tIme to 
make so extensive an inquiry; but I believe an equally satisfactory mode of 
answering that question would be to take the returns of a single parish, because 
the parishes are so nearly similarly circumstanced, that the answer which applies to 
one would no.t only apply to the division of Scray Lower, and the Weald of Kent 
generally, but also the correspondi~g d~8~rict in Sussex: To take theref~re the parish 
()f Bennenden, the expenses of ma1Ota1Omg .the persons out of employ 10 the parisb~ 
last year, amount~d to about 600. l.; w~lch IS equal to the support of thirt, 
families, of two chIldren, for a year; supposmg them able to obtain work at inferior 
wages. for six or ~even we~ks during the ),ear. Th~ amount of the' poor-rate .. 
'actually expende~ 111 the rehe~ of the poor 111 that parIsh, came to 2,4001. oot of 
the gross sum. of 3 •. 1001. whIch was the total amount of the parochial rates at 
Easter 1826, mcludmg the annual charges for church rates, highway rate; the 
county and h~n~red rate, and law expenses; with respect to the latter, namely the 
Jaw expense, .It IS well.known that those expenses. are the greater where the parishes 
-are the most lll~onveme.ntly crowded; therefore If tile superabundant population be 
reduced, you ~JlI matenally reduc~ the law expenses of those parishes .. 

1 94~. Havmg had ~n op~ortumty of giving your best attention to this subject for 
some time, are you ot opmlOn that any ~eneral remedy to meet the existinO' evil 
can be resorted to, of equal effect with that of emigration ?-I am not aW~J'e of 
any; and the necessity for that species of relief is become so pressing. that the 
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parishes must and will relieve themselves by one means or another, viz. either by 
emigration to Canada, or to the United States. . 
! 1949. Supposing relief given to parishes in the way of emigratio\1 upon an 
extended scale, do you think that there exists in the present state of paroc:hial 
management any feeling of sufficient force to prevent the recurrence of the evils 
which have rendered a resort to emigration necessary?-That question was put and 
answered in my former examination. If the Committee will allow me, I would 
beg now to stale the comparative scale of expense of the two plans of emigration, 
and suggest what appears to be the consequence of those two systems. The 
expenses of going to the United States amounted, as I said in my previous ex
amination, to 13 t. lOS. per head. 

1950. For a man and a woman ?-Included in the sum of 13/. lOS. is the sum 
of '1.1. given, as before stated, to each man; of course the same expenses for 
passage would attach to the female, except tile 2 I., therefore as the man would 
be conveyed for 13/. lOS. the woman costs 111. lOS.; children under fourteen 
years of age can be sent with their parents to the United States at 6/. a head, 
those at the breast are not charged for. The proposed government charges for 
emigration, are, to a male emigrant, 35 t.; to a female, :251.; for each child under 
fourteen years of age, 14/. I will now contrast the two sums: the cost of a family, 
namely a man, his wife, and two children, emigrating to the United States, is 
37/.; to send the same family to Upper Canada, will cost 88/.; leaving a differ
ence of 51 t. more expense in sending them to Canada than to the United States. 

1951. Are you aware that the great bulk of the last charge is for the settlement of 
the man upon the property allotted to him, and in the other case that it merely carries 
him to the shores of the United States ?-Yes, I am aware of that; but neverthe
less he is landed there perfectly voluntarily, and with a certaintlr, if he has his 
health, that he will gain an exceedingly good liveliho~d, and have the opportunity 
of saving money; they are very anxious to go there, and the accounts uniformly 
returned are of the most encouraging nature, so that their friends are desirous to 
follow them to the same c01mtry. I will now, with the permission of the Com
mittee, detail the mode by which the repayment of the sum advanced to those who 
go to the United States is provided for: the parish rates are considered to be 
charged with the payment of 3 s. per week for each single man, 5 s. 6 d. for a man and 
bis wife, and 1 S. per week for each child, as I have before stated, until the princi
pal and interest at 5l. per cent are paid off, which will be as near as possible in 
two years, agreeably to an arrangement entered into between the lender and the 
borrower!:!; but if the full rate of maintenance had been charged, it would have 
been paid off in about one year and a half, but to ease the parish they have agreed 
to spread it over rather a wider space. Perhaps I may be permitted to state that 
this method was adopted in perfect ignorance of any thing going on with respect to 
any. proposed plan of emigration to Canada, or the parish probably would have 
hesitated in adopting the plan to which I have before alluded, because I think the 
other the most preferable plan. The cost of maintaining thirty families, consisting 
of a man, his wife, and two children, out of the rates, at lOS. per week for one 
year,is 780t.; the amount of annuity for 2,640t. which would be required to take 
the above thirty families, is nearly 170 t.; it will then follow that there will be an annual 
~hat:ge to the parish less than the present, amounting to 610 t., that is 170 I. deducted 
from 780t., which leaves 61 ot.; t!tat would therefore appear to be the bonus to the 
parish. One objection to this plan appears to be the length of time to which this 
transaction. must continue between govemment and the parishes. It appears also 
that if the parish were subject to this annuity payment to government, even for seven 
years only instead of twenty-five years, it would in fact amount to a repavrnent 

. of the whole cost, principal and interest, of sending the pauper to the United States, 
in which case they have done with him; but if the success of those emigrants be 
as certain in Canada as is represented, ought not government to fix on each of those 
settlers the payment Qi the remaining annuity of eighteen years? at the expiration 
of which period the emigrant should be in perfect possession of his land, and 
entitled to claim by purchase the land reserved by government adjoining to his lot; 
by this arrangement a boon would be conferred on parishes by extending the period 
of repayment from two years which is the present arrangement, to seven years, and 
by preventing the possibility of. the return of the pauper to renew his claims on 
parochial aid, and by much sooner ter~inating aU dealings between the gove~nment 
and parishes, ill making the settlers account directly with the local government f~r 
.. 4ft4.' B b 2 theIr 
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:P.;L. BadgeJ, their annual payment, instead of with their former 'parish; and: much saviilJt of 
Esq. expense and trouble would thus be evident. 
~ ]9,1)2. Then are you of opinion that if the e~pense entaIled upon the 'par\sh, with 

.,. May, reference to an emil1ration to the British colomes, was not to exceed the e'tpeosc 
18'16. which practical experience has shown to be invoh'ed in emigration to the VnilCld 

States, that there would be u disposition on the ,Part of the parishes to encQurage 
emigration to the British colonies, provided that In su~h cases all liability of future 
~upport should be removed ii'om the parish in case of 'he return of thepauver ?_ .. ' 
Decidedly so, I have no doubt about it. 

] 953. Can you inform the Committee wlletller there are any conditions entered 
intu by the captains of t~e American shi~s landi,ng em~gr~nts in the United States? 
-There are; the c<lptams of all .'\mencan shIps brmgIng settlers from England, 
enter into bonds \l,ith their own government to carry back such emigrants at th~if 
own cost and charges, should the emigrant, within some limited period, become 
chargeable to the district in which he settles. 

A. C. Buchal/all , 
Esq. 

~----" 

Ale.rauder Carli~le Buchana1l, Esq, again called in; and Examined. 

'954. H A V E you attended to the latter part of the examination of the last wit~ 
ness, Mr. Hodges ;-1 have. 

] 955. It bemg understood that you have practical experience on this subject, ,will 
you state to the Committee, in detail, the nature of the agreement which is entered 
into upon the occasion referred to by Mr, Hodges ?-During a residence of four or 
five years in 1\ ew York, several ships of my 0\\'11 came out there with emigrants, and 
I had occasion to enter into Londs, as is customary by the owners of vessels arriv,:" 
jng there wi th passengers, to keep the State of New York free from any char~e ,fUr 
a year anci a day; it is a local state law. Those ships intended for New York, 
which have a very low description of emigrants, instead of coming up to New 
York, go to Amboy in the State of Jersey, and enter at the custom-house there, 
where no such bonds are required; they then come up in the packet-boats to New 
York. But 1 might mention that in New York it might be commuted for three 
dollars per head. , 

J 9.16, In case of such commutation or of such lapse of time, what are the States 
bound to do for tho~c emigrants, if chargeable ?-Nothing whatever; there are 110 

vpor-laws there; tbere is no ohligation 011 the State whatever; there is a poor-house 
in ,New York, alld also a workhouse. ' 

1957. Is there any process of naturalization for those emigrants after their 
flrrival r-Y es; if they are disposed to become citizeps of the United States, they 
are obliged to make a declaration to that effect, and after a cert&in period of resi~ 
dence has elapsed, of five vears or seven years, and by renouncing all allegiance to 
foreign government and pa;ticularJy the government from whence they have come, 
they are admitted to their freedom. 

1958, Do you imagine that any emigrant, prior to such naturalizaion, would be 
entitled to any local assistance in the character of pamchial relief ?-I bave had 
great difficulty myself in getting foreigners into the hospital there; it has required 
a great d~al of interegt and personal application to eficct it. 

1959. (1'0 1111r. Hodges.) If any thing should occur that would induce the Jand 
occupiers of the parieh to which you have before alluded, to turn it from arable into 
pasturage. would it, in your opinion, have a tendency to aggravate the present dis. 
tress of the poor in that neighbourhood ?-Yes, it would. . ' 

, 1900. Have you had suffici~nt opportunity of observation to enable you to inform 
the .Com~~ttee whether ~ny dlfferen~e has t~k~n pl~ce ot~ late years in the'pro,,: 
portIOn of .s1Ogle and mamed persons, 10 the dlstnct With WhlCh you are conversll;Dt? 
- I exammed a man last week, who was formerly a lab(>urer and is now a farmet 
in my parish; he is seventy years old. I remember him ~\"Orkin(7 as a labourer 
fort,}" years ago, and a very re~p~ctable man he is; he thinks that th~ people of th~ 
parISh have nearly do~bl~d wIth~n th,at space of time; he says that formerly work-
109· people usually staid I!l sel:V1ce till they were tw~nty-five, thirty, OJ thirty-five 
years of age before they mamed, whereas now they marry frequently under age, 
Formerly these ~eople had saved from forty to fifty pounds, and some much more, 
before they married, ~lld they were never burthensome to the pari~h. At that time 
(he alluded to the tllne when he was a labourer) there were constantlycott~ 

. ,empty 
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;imlpty in the parish •. Asking him the reason of that, he said they were not wanted, 
:the servant-men not chusing to quit their services and marry, but on the contrary 
remained in service until they had saved money enough to start off in life comfort
ably, never thinking of resorting to a parish for assistance. Perhaps I am taking 
a liberty in adverting to ",hat I stated the other day, but without an attention to the 
f~ct then .disclosed, of the pr0digious increase of cottages of late years, all other 
regulations will be nugatory; and I cannot forbear urging again, that this or any 
·sjU;lilar measure, havillg for its object the relief of parishes from their over po
pulation, must of necessity become perfectly useless, unless the Act of Parliament 
.contain some regulations with regard to the erecting and maintaining of cottages; 
tbis may be done in parishes taking the benefit of such Act, either by rating the 
p~oprietors of them and not the occupiers, or perhaps it migilt be;: thought advisable 
even to rate the proprietor of any cottage whose inhabitallts might become charge
.able for want of regular employ, to the maintenance of that pauper to the full 
amount of the rent agreed to be paid to his lalldlord by the said pauper. 

1961. Do you trace this increase of popUlation, and the various circumstances 
which you have last adverted to, to the circumstance which has taken place in 
modern times, that part of the \Vages of labour is paid out of the poor-rates ?-Cer
tainly; it is notorious that almost numberless cottClges have of late years been built 
by persons speculating in the parish rates for their rents. 

,1962. Do you attribute part of the effect of that to which you have alluded, to 
the lax administration of the poor-rates during the period of the last thirty years?
Referring back to about the year I i97, when the price of grain rose to an enormous 
prke, there prevailed over the county which I inhabit, and many others in the king. 
dom, a notion, not to allow wages to rise in proportion to the rise of corn, but to 
keep them nearly at their former standard, paying the difference of what the labourer 
could earn by his labour and what he needed out of the rates; and I believe that 
is the root of all the evil. 

1963. Are you of opinion that those causes which you have spoken of as operat
ing so decidedly in the counties. of Kent and Sussex, have existed, and have 
equally operated in other parts of the kingdom ?-I can speak more particularly 
~ith reference to Kent and Sussex; I cannot speak so positively to other parts of 
the kin~dom, but I have understood so. With the permission of the Committee, 
I would lay the following letter before them on the subject of Emigration: it is 
from a labouring man who emigrated a few years since from the parish adjoining 
that where I reside; the letter was addressed to a relation, who wrote to him for 
advice. as to where he had better emigrate. 

[The same was delivered in, and read, as follows:] 

" ., ., * * ,. ,. Upper Canada, October 30th, 1825. 
" Respected ,. ,. :«< ,. * In consequence of our moving to this country from the 

United States, I have not answered your letter; but I now intend stating the truth, 
then you must use your own judgment about coming. This is a very fine country for 
a man with a family, and is as good land as ever I saw; the terms on which this 
land may be obtained, are these: Every Englishman that comes into this country is 
entitled to one hundred acres for twenty-eight dollars, this is for surveying and 
giving out; then he has to do what is called settling duties, that is, cut down all the 
timber from ten acres (for the most part of the government lands i:; woods) build 
a house 16 feet by 20, as much larger as he pleases, which will not cost but a very 
li~tle here. Plenty of land can be bought, in old settled places, for 2f dollars per acre, 
with a .house and barn, and considerable part of clear land. In clearing the land we 
cut down the trees twO feet from ground, which are not large, but very high, some 
at .least 100 feet; we. then burn them, and harrow between the stumps, and sow 
wheat without ploughing. We can raise from 25 to 30 bushels per acre. In five or 
six. years tbe roots of trees become rotten, and with a yoke of oxen we can pull them 
up. Jhc wood land is mostly covered with leaves, but when cleared a year or two, 
is the best la.nd I ever saw for grass. Cattle and sheep do well, and generally geJ 
fat in summer in the woods. The people here raise fine crops of corn; it sells. for 
a low price; . money is very scarce;. but in older settlements it is more plentiful; 
but we can get all we want bv exchanging commodities. Cloaths is dear in this 
part, but 150 miles off it can -be bought cheap. All kind of spirituous liquors are 
dearer than .they were in the States, but there is many distilleries a. building. Here 
js p~enty of game of all sorts, deers in, abundance, and wild turkeys in the woods, 
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.:I~ L~ llOf/gu, .and any person sh~otil that pleases; th.ere a.re some bears and wolves, but not often 
~9' '~een[lby the. in~ahltants ~ the. people 10 wmter' coHect together, and go to. bear 
~ booting, which IS great dlver.slOn and profitable! a~ t~ey are very good to ea!, and 

.. ~~Y. , their skins sell for a great prIce. Government 15 dlggmg a canal from the Niagara 
1 '1 • firer into Lake Ontario, so that boats can pass the great falls of the Niagara :ihe 

produce by this canal can be conveyed to anyplace for exportation. I cannot'in 
the compass of a letter give you a full accoun~. ' TherE: is millions of acres uniB" 
hapited. I am quite satisfied in moving to thiS province, although I lost rnuch iA 
selling off my property, and at great expense moving' here from the U oited States; 
but should my children live to manhood, they can get good farms of their own here, 
which could not be done for them by me in the States. I have now in family five 
boys and four girls, one married to a young Englishman of considerable property. 
If you corne, bring a bed, and as much clothing as you can, cooking utensils, and 
a few working tools, particularly a handbill, there is not such a thing in the coon",. 
Mechanics are much wanted, they can get great wages, but must take a great part 
of their pay in produce, cattle or land; shoemakers are much wanted, and can get 
a great price for their work, but must take their pay as before stated. It is a custom 
here for persons to find their own leather and iron, because they can get these tbinga 
by barter. GI:owing tobacco is a good business. The people here raise their own 
sugar, make candles and soap, and spin a great part of their clothing. Gunpowder 
is half a dollar per pound, and shot the eighth part of a dollar per ditto. ·1 have 
herein stated to you the truth as far as I am able, and wish you to judge for 'Your. 
self, and conclude as you please. Yours, &c. * *' *' ., ., .. , 

1964. What was the condition of the man who wrote the letter which has just 
been read, when he left your part of the country ?-, He had nothing when he went 
away but his labour to depend upon. 

1965. Have you had any communication with the magistrates in your neighbour. 
hOQd, upon this subject ?-I have. 

1966. Vo you find that they concur with you in the opinions you have stated?
All those with whom I have had an opportunity of communicating, fully agree. 
I have not the least doubt that a thousand families might be taken from that part 
of the country, with the greatest benefit to themselves and their respective parishes. 

1967. Do you speak of Kent ?--That part of Kent, and the correl'lponding part 
of Sussex; the Weald of Kent and the Weald of Sussex are so much alike, that 
no perceptible line of distinction can be drawn. 

1968. Do you conceive that the emigration of a thousand families could be 
effected, withoQ.t raising the rate of wages in that district so considerably as to create 
a greater difficulty in the way of the farmer obtaining a remunerating price, than 
at present exists ?-I should hope that it would have the effect of raising the wages, 
and then the labourer would be paid as he ought to be, and thereby enable .him to 
look to his wages as he ought to do, for his support, instead of the mixed manner 
in which he is now paid by the rates and his wages together, for if wages rise, the 
poor-rates will fall. ., 

1969. And you think that the decrease of the poor-rates would more than com" 
pensate the difference of the wages for labour?-Yes, mOl'lt certainly. 

1970. Are 'you of opinion that if the wages of labour, in consequence- of' d1C~ 
removal of the redundant population, were to be raised to the full value, thatthtt 
effect would be to give an able-bodied labourer a better remuneration than would 
be given to one of inferior strength ?-Certainly. 
, 1971. Do you not think in point of fact, that under such an altered' state of 
things, the same number of men would execute a greater degree of labour in· the 
course of t~e year, than under the present system ?-Certaillly at present nothing 
can be so hstl;ss as th~ whole bulk of the labourers are, they 170 to their work 
without the !h~htest stlm~lus, and th~ farmer is quite indifferent as to providing 
labourers for hiS work agamst the bUSIer seasons, because he knows that there is 
always a great number of men in the market, and he has nothing to do but to ·get 
any number of th~m to work whenever he pleases on his fatom; whereas if ail 
~ltered state of thlOgS were to take place, he would provide work for his men 
reg~larl.y throug~ the year, and. give th:m employment at those seasons when 
o'rdlOaflly there JS less work gomg on, In order to have them when he most 
needed them. . 

1972 •. Do you. not conc.eive. that it is utterly impossible, without some sucb 
extraordmary Tehef as elmgratJOll may afford, and perhaps emigration alonej to 

restore 
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restore the people to that sound state' by which the poor laws may be placed on 
tbeir original principles, and the moral and industrious habits of the people be 
restored ?-I thiOik it is quite impossible to effect it by any other human means; 
the evil has arisen from artificial causes, and the remedy must be of like nature; 
no natural cure exists, short of the effects of pestilence; for unless some honid 
calamity of that kind were to happen,' I think there is no other means except that 
of emigration, which would afford a remedy for the existing evil. 

--.... __ --,v4 

: 119Z 3. Then to restore. the poor-rates to wha~ many people consider their original 
mt~tlon,namely, the rehef of the aged and Impotent, would, under the present 
eWtdmstances, be practically impossible ?-Quite so. ' 
" 1974.' But once let the redundant population 'be removed, are you of opinion 
there would ,be any. difficulty in administering them according to their original 
principles ?-There would be no difficulty about it, especially if aided by a reduc
tion ,of, the national taxation. 
. 1975. Do you' trace that unsound extension of tillage to the date of 1797?
Certainly, to the high ,price of corn during that time; and during the war there was 
a 'time then when there was hardly any Jand that did not pay for cultivation. 
. '1976. Then you arc of opinion, without some national effort to relieve the 
eountry from the present artificial state which circumstances have brought upon it; 
improvement would be impossible ?-Limiting it to the particular districts I have 
been speaking of, I should say quite so, I think it is impossible to he done; and 
more thfl,n that, it is manifest it cannot remain even as it is, because, instead of 
mending, it will get yearly worse and worse, for in proportion as the labourers 
become miserable, they become reckless of consequences, and they marry, specu
lating apon· a' higher rate of parochial relief, and something or other being done for 
them; indeed I may truly say that the moral character of the poor has become 
totally changed within my memory . 
. ' 1977. Do you think that the lower population are led day by day more and 
more to throw themselves upon public or parochial relief ?-Certainly; I merely 
speak of the district in which I reside, and to which I wish my observations par
ticularly to apply. 

Ale:rander Nimmo, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

,.May, 
t8tt1. 

1978. THE Committee understand that you are generally acquainted with the 
situation of the poor in the south of Ireland ?-I am pretty well acquainted with 
the south of Ireland, and t.he situation of the poor. 

Ale:ranrler Nim'llO, 
Esq. 

1979. Have you any doubts as to the fact of the population in the south of Ire. 
land b,eing redundant to a great degree, in the sense of there being no demand for 
the labour of persons who are both willing and competent to perform it ?-There '\ 
can be no doubt about it. 
, . 1980. Hav€ you ever turned your attention to the comparative merits of emi
gration upon an extensive scale, and the introduction of manufactures, as the means 
of removing the evils incident to this redundant population?-What I can state 
upon that subject is only as matter of opinion; the impression upon my mind is, 
that the introduction of manufactures into the south of Ireland would very much 
ameliorate the condition of the people, but how far emigration to a more favour
able situation might be the better scheme I am not competent to decide. 

,J981. Are you of opinion that the population of the south of Ireland is so ex
tremely redundant at the present moment, that the absorption of the people in ma
nufactures would, be more likely to be beneficial after the removal of a certain 
number of them by emigration, it being generally supposed that one of the impedi
ments to the establishment of manufactures arises from that disorganized state of 
the country which is the necessary result of a redundant popUlation ?-That part 
of the south of Ireland most thick1y peopled is not in a disorganized state; on the con
trary, the greatest disorder in Ireland pervades a district where the population is 
generally very scanty, where certainly there are no manufactures carried on, but 
where there is a very extensive field for agricultural employ, on that very ground 
itself; for in the counties of Tipperary and Kilkenny, ,and between Cork and Li
merick and Kerry, there are very extensive wastes, perfectly capable of cultivation; 
I say that, because there is cultivation existing there at present, and those are the 
chief seats of our disturbances in the south of Ireland. N ow on the other hand, 
in;the extreme part of Clare and the southern part of Cork, near Clonakilty, 
there are two districts wi1ich are the most thickly peopled of any. that I recollect 
I. 404. . B b 4 , ever 
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ever seeing any where i~ Ireland, and the cultivation is more of the nature of gar
dencultivatiol1 than agncultural, the lots of land are so small; now those two-dis
tricts are remarkably peaceable, and have always b~el1 so. I am not ofopilJion,:
therefore, that the disturbed situation of lrela~d arISes from the thick populatjQn,; 
There is a very striking difference in the situation of the people throughout Munster 
generally, and throughout Ulster, which pe~ha~s may be owing to other causes., 
such as the religious opinions of the pop~latlon In the two parts; but it appears t$)l 
be mainly owing to the extension of the Imen manufactures throughout the north. 
Now I do not know whether that is a cause or the consequence of the difference in 
the religiolls principles which exist in the north; there is a marked distiuction be
tween the two districts in the way of improvement and peaceable conduct;. and it 
is quite evident, generally speaking, that Ulster is more populous than Munster, 
throughout the manufacturing cO,untry. '. . . 

1482. As there is an acknowledged disposition in the north of Ireland to emi~ 
gra~e, which has ~een ~hown by the number of applica.tions that were made 8.t. the 
penods of the emigratIOns. of 1 g:23 and 1825, and trom the numerous petItions 
which from week to week are presented to government, praying for assistance to 
emigrate, do you not imagine that this disposition must arise from inconvenience 
experienced by those parties in their present state of society?-I have no doubt 
of it. 

1983. Do you consider such inconvenience as arising from the disproportion of 
the supply to the demand for labour, or from any other cause ?-Merely to the 
excess of population, and no means of employing them. 

1984. You have stated Ulster to be Ulorc populous than Munster, yet the p~pu· 
lation subsists there prosperously; do you not attribute that to the old e&tablishedi 
manufactures giving a demand to labour in that province ?-I have had occasion 
to carryon pulJlic works both in Down and in Cork and in KelTY, in the \\ ild partliJ 
of the country, and even in Connaught, and I find that I could get labourers fully 
as cheap in Down as in the wildest parts of Munster, and I think in general they 
were more able-bodied and more peaceable. The occupation of the labourers in, 
weaving at this time was so very low that they did not make above 5 d. or 6 d. a, 
day by it. 

1985. Was not it the very low state of weaving wages that enabled you to obtain 
labonr upon such reasonable terms in the county of Down ?-I suppose it was. 

1986. Do you not thillk that a more prcsperous state of the manufactures wo~ld 
have considerably raised the price of such labour as you employed ?-It is evident 
that it would. 

) 987. When you speak of the tbickly peopled districts which you have named 
in the extreme part of Clare, an::! of Clonakilty, what is the condition of tile people 
in those districts ?-There is a general manutacture in ClonakiJty, and none in 
Clare. 

198R. What is the condition of the people in Clare, is it not extremely wretched? 
-I believe in that district of Clare they are not so wretched as people which I have 
seen in other parts of the country, even in the county of Tipperary; but in conse
quence of havinO' subdivided their lands so far, and left such very small proportion!!, 
thp.y themselvesOnearly consume all the produce, and have nothing to give. 

1989. Have they not arrived at a state of subdivision, which, if carried much 
farther, unless relieved by migration, must be attended 1\ ith great miserv ?-'-U nless 
employed in some other way: if you could take away half the pop~lation, the 
same result would be produced . 

. ~ 990. Admitting. that tlJa~ was the case, what is y?ur orin ion as to the proba.
bIlity of people ~I.ng prevailed up,on to embark their capItal in manufactures in 
Ireland, thereby giVIng an opportumty to them to have it secured r-I am not pr~ 
pared to state that. . 

1991. You have stated, that when yo~ ?ave been employed in public works in 
the south of Ireland, you have found IndiViduals not more willing to \\ ork than ·jd 
the north ?-Yes, fully as much; and there is one remarkable circumstance re
specting the population of the two districts, that the women of the north labour at 
all descriptions of w~rk, and are very actively employed in every thing carried on, 
whereas the women In the south of Ireland are never set to work at any thing ex-
cept in digging out their potatoes. ' 

-:1992 . As you have admitted that the demand for labour is very small it would 
naturally, follow that any o~portunity afiording employ for that labour ~-ould he 
gladly seIZed by the,populatlOn, whereas you have . stated, inth05C public works to 

.wweh 
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'Which you have alluded, they did not do so; how do you account for that?- In the Alexlwier Nimmo, 
first instance we have always a difficulty, when a public work is about to be per:- £sq. 
formed, to make them liensible of what is the value of their labour, and we fre- '----...--' 

. quently find a combination takes place in order to obtain a higher price, but in con- 4 May. 
sequence of the quantity of labour which can be procured, that competition soon puts ·lll-z6. 
an end to jt. 

1.993· Are you of opinion that the indisposition to labour arises from the idle 
habits of the population, for whose labour there is not a regular and continuous 
demand ?~Most likely. 
, 1994· Must not the works carried on in Munster have been generally through 
tr~cks of country very thinly peopled ~-l think in general they were, but not 
umversall y. 

1995· Through the most mountainous parts, and the most remote districts?
'N 0; I think the greatest trouble we have had in any district, was upon Lord Ennis
'more's estate, in the most fertile part of Kerry. 
, J 996. That is not a thinly-peopled or mountain district ?-,N 0, on the contrary, 
it is rather thickly peopled. 
\, 1997. Is it not a dead level country ?-Yes. 
:, 1998. And thickly peopled ?-Yes. 
'1999· But alluding to such works as were conducted in the mountain districts~ 

were they not in general comparatively thinly peopled ?-Comparatively so. 
. 2000. Does not that therefore account for the extraordinary price of labour in 
those mountain districts ?-Competition with respect to labour is fully as great in 
the north, where the manufactures were in existence, as in the south where there 
are none; at the same time I should have no difficulty, if called upon to make an 
estimate for a public work, in conceiving that I could do it as cheap in the north as 
in the south; for, with tile thick population, the people acquire habits of labour 
totally different from those districts where they are only partially employed ; for 
example; in executing any public work, the difterence in doing it, with respect to 
labour in London and in Kerry, is not so great as might be imagined, though the 
price of labour in the one case is three, four, or five times more than in the other, 
and which arises from the competition of labour in the more cultivated country, 
which giv~s habits of labour and industry. 

200 I. You consider that the imperfection of the labour of those persons, arises 
from their not being sufficiently employed ?-Yes; they are not regularly trained 
to labour. 

2002. You mean, not sufficielltly trained by constant and regular employment?
Yes. 

2003. You stated that the thickly peopled part of the south of Ireland was less 
disturbed than that which was more thinly peopled? -Excepting in one case, I do 
not recollect any disturbance in the neighbourhood of Clonakilty ; and in the extreme 
parts of th~ county of Clare there have been no disturbances. 
'2004. In your opinion, was the condition of the people more wretched in the 
disturbed parts than in those which were tranquil r-Yes, I think in the disturbed 
parts, which were more thinly inhabited, their conditIOn has been more wretched 
than in the more thickly peopled, where there is employment and a market, and 
other convel'liencies of which thev can avail themselves. 
~. . . . . ~ 

2005. Did you impute the disturbances in thor;e districts to the more wretched 
state of the inhabitants, or to any other cause ?-I think that the disturuanccs which 
have taken place in Ireland may always be traced to the distressed condition of the 
peo.ple; and in general I think it has been most violent in those districts which, 
being totally agricultural, were subject to the severe oppressions of distress for rent, 
and the depreciation of agricultural produce diminishing the value of all their com·· 
modi ties ; whereas in the manufacturing and the thickly peopled districts, so much 
oppression has not been felt. In speaking of the manufacturing districts, I am, alluding 
to Armagh and Down. . 

2006. Are you of opinion Jhat the propriet~ of land in the south of Ireland 
wo.uld be materially benefited by the relI~.LQ.LthtLr~_d.Ulldant, [>~trt of the pop~
latIon of their districts; in other words, that the value of their land, as expressed III 

money, would be increased, and let for a higher rent?-Yes, certainly . 
• 2007.' Do you think, in point of fact, that if such population were removed by 
tbe effect of emilJratiol1 or mallllfacturesthc effect would be to raise the value of n , 

the land tathe 'proprietors ?-No question of it. 
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Alua",ltr Nimmo, 
BIg. 

-------' 
4 May, 
1826. 

190 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

2008. When you were speaking of the thickly peopled districts in Clare not 
being disturbed, was it not, in your opinion, because there was nothing to attack 
in those districts ?-Possibly it might be so. 

2009. So much so, that they were all on one common level in point of misery? 
-It is very possible. . 

2010. Was not the tranquillity of the other district you alluded to about Clona
kilty, to be attributed to the manufactures going on there during the time that other 
parts of the country were disturbed ?-I think that it had a powerful effect. 

2011. You have stated, that in your opinion the value of the land would be 
increased by the removal of the redundant population ?-Especially so, if the people 
who were left were those enabled to pursue farming occupations; if you remove, 
not the wealthy, but the poorer part of the population, it would be attended with 
the most beneficial consequences. 
. 2012. If a system of emigration could be adopted, of so satisfactory a nature as 
to leave no dou'bt of the advantage which wOl~ld accrue to the pauper removed, are 
you not of opinion that it would be worth while for the proprietors of land in 
Ireland to contribute in a certain degree to the expense of such emigration ?-It 
must depend upon the expense, and the sum which he would be called upon to 
contribute; I think there must be many cases where a proprietor would be willing 
to pay a considerable sum, to remove from his estate, without trouble or incon
venience to himself, a part of the population. 

2013. Suppose the case of a property where the population is redundant in the 
extreme, at what rate per head, including men, women and children, do you think 
it might be to the interest of the proprietor to contribute towards the purpose of 
emigration, and thereby to do himself a great pecuniary benefit by such contribution, 
and ultimately secure himself from such burthen in future ?-J am not prepared to 
answer that question. 

2014. Do you think, if you had sufficient time given you, you could give the 
Committee an answer to that question?- I think I could form a conjecture. 

2015. Do you think that great injury has been occasioned to the land in Ireland 
by the system of sub-letting ?-I rather think that the soil in Ireland hfl-s been 
materially improved by the system of sub-letting, it has been the means of intro
ducing spade culture, a greater quantity of mannre to be applied; and upon the 
whole, I think if you compare those districis, such as the county of Down, which 
is very much sub-let, with other similar districts, such as some parts of Galway and 
Donegal, which are not sub-let, but in extensive farms, and originally were of the 
same soil, you must see that the return of the soil in Down is vastly increased by 
the extended cultivation. I think that an acre of land in Down, one hundred or 
one hundred and fifty years ago, was not worth a shilling; and I suppose an acre of 
land in Erris or Commanara is now the same, and the soil is the same; but the same 
kind of land in Down will yield five pounds rent for an Irish acre, and in some 
places nearly double that. 

2016. Is not that estimated by the production of the food on which the people 
subsist?-The potatoe culture produces a greater degree of manipulation of 
the soil. 

20] 7. And does not that high price arise from the demand for food ?-No' the 
highest price of land in the north is that which is used for flax. ' 

2018. So far, then, that depends upon the manufactures ?-Yes, in that case 
it does. 

2019. Do you not think that the system of tillage generally practised in the 
south of Ireland, with respect to corn, is very injudicious and mischievous ?-It 
strikes me to be so, but I am not agriculturist sufficient to give an opinion upon 
that head. 

2020. Do you not know that a much higher rent is paid in Scotland for ground 
of the same quality, than in Ireland ?-I think it is. ' 

202 ~. Do .you 110t know that it is the practice of farmers in Ireland to take 
successive gram crops for a number of years, without the intervention of any other? 
-Yes. 

2022. Does not that exhaust th~ soil ?-Yes. But I once made a comparison in 
the county of Galway, on some lI~estone land there, which was subject to the 
pro~ess of the corn-acre plan of bemg ~urnt, and successive white crops taken, nntil 
It gIves hardly the seed; they then laid out, as they call it· and to my no small 
astonishment, the result of the seven or eig?t years course was 'very nearly as great as 
could have been expected from the more Improved cultivation which I should have 

thought 
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thought so much more productive: I merely mention this as a curious circumstance Altzallder NimmQ, 
with which I was struck; but I beg to observe to the Committee, that the tendency Esq., 
of my answers to these questions is to show that I am ignorant on the subject. ~ 

4 May, 
1826. 

Witliam Wriron Becher, Esq. a Member of the House; 
Examined. 

2023. YOU are very conversant, the Committee understand, with the state of 
the population in several parts of the south of Ireland ?-I cannot say very much 
so, but 1 have lived in Ireland all my life, and one part of that country I know very 
well, and am tolerably well acquainted with that part of it to which Mr. Nimmo 
alluded, in the direction of Clonakilty, which was the subject of his observations. 

2024. Do you concur with him in his observations ?-As to the fact of the 
more populous districts having been invariably quiet since I knew it, and the less 
so being disturbed. 

2025. You do agree with him in that respect ?-I do. 
2026. How do you account for the comparative tranquillity of the more popular 

districts, rather than in the more thinly populated parts ?-I think that there is 
a more tranquil disposition among them; J do not know how exactly to account for 
the fact. 

2027. Are they not employed in manufactures ?-Not much. 
2028. Is there not a linen manufacture carried on amongst them ?-That refers 

particularly to the neighbourhood of Clonakilty, which is a small town, and upon 
which a very small proportion of the population appears to me to be dependent. , 

2029. Is not the linen extensively woven in the country parts?-There is a ma-
nufactorv, but I do not think it is a very extensive one. 

w ~ 

2030. Is there not a market for linen at Clonakilty ?-There is. 
2031 . Do you know the amount of the linen generally sold there on a market 

day ?-N 0, I do not; but I know that there has been a great reduction. 
2032. Within what time?-Within the last year; abollt two years ago, and 

during the disturbances, there was a considerable market. 
2033. During that disturbance, was not the market there unusually flourishing ?

I have so understood. 
2034. Are you at all conversant with the habit of sub-letting land in the south 

of Ireland ?-Yes, I know that such a practice exists to a pernicious degree. 
2035. Do you not consider that it is calculated to deteriorate the value of pro

perty ?-I think it is; it seems to be a general opinion there that it is. 
2036. Does it not necessarily lead to the exaction of enormous rents by the 

lower and intermediate lessors r-I think so. 
2037. Do you attribute much of the misery existing in the south of Ireland to that 

principle of sub-letting ?-I do in some degree. 
2038. Do you attribute a great part of the misery in the south of Ireland to the 

redundancy of the population, in the sense employed in the questions put to the 
last witness ?-I do. 

2039. Are you of opinion that sub-letting has a tendency to lead to such a redull
• dancy?-Certainly. 

2040. Does not a disposition among the lower tenantry to divide their land 
among their families prevail to a mischievous extent ?-I think there does. 

2041. Are you of opinion that the evil arising from a redundancy of population, 
whether produced by sub-letting or other calise, is such as to induce the landlords 
and the proprietors of land to concur, to a certain extent, in the expense necessary 
(or removing by means of emigration a certain portion of this redundant popula
tion ?-I doubt the existence of that disposition to any great extent among the 
landlords with whom I am acquainted. 

2042. Are you of opinion that improved means of information upon the subject 
will have the tendency of changing their minds upon that particular point ?-I am. 

2043. Do you individually entertain the opinion, that provided the demand made 
upon the landlord was not too great, that it would be to his interest to promote 
emigration by individual contribution ?-I think it would. 
;, 2044. Are you of opinion that any particular benefit would accrue to the land
lords by the removal of the redundant population from their individual estates, 
unless such removal were to be more or less general throughout that part of the 
country where similar redundancy might be found to exist; or do you think that the 
benefit would be felt by the individmil from whose property such redundancy were 
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removed, whhout similar measures being adopted by other persons who are situated 
under the same circumstances ?-I think benefit would be felt by each individual 
landlord according to the extent to which he might adopt the plan, but not so great 
as if it were general. 

2045. Are there Hot covenants in leases generally inserted against sub-Ietting?-
Frequently; very generally so at present. . 

2046. Have not those covenants been generally defeated ?-So I have understood. 
2 0 47. And the sub-lettina is generally carried on in spite of such covenants?

Sub-letting has been calTiel'on where sllch covenants ·have existed; I have rea!lon 
to know that a number of unsuccessful appeals have been made to the courts of law 
in consequence, to enforce such covenants. 

2048. Do you know yourself of any trial relating to a covenant of this kind; uo 
you know any such instance from any experience of your own ?-No. 

2049. Can you call to your recollection the name of any friend who has had a suit 
of that kind ?-I do not know that I could mf'ntion a friend's name, but I thought, 
from having heard the thing mentioned so generally, that it was not necessary to 
inquire particularly. 
, 2050. During all your experience at the assizes, do you recollect a trial of this 
kind ?-I never attended the courts regularly, so as to be able to obtain the infor
mation; whatever duties I have had to perform at the assizes have seldom been in 
court. I know instances of persons having been persuaded by counsel from ,appeal
ing to the courts of law on that subject. 

2051. Do you think there would ue a general disposition on the part of the gentry 
in the south of Ireland to enforce the covenants which prohibit the sub-letting, if 
opportunities were given of successfully prosecuting suits at law to effect that ob
ject ?-I think there would .. 

2052. Speaking for yourself, you would not hesitate to do so ?-Certainiy not. 
2053. Supposing that an opinion were to be formed in the south of Ireland, 

among the resident gentry, that it was their interest individually to contribute to the 
expense of emigration, do you think it would facilitate that plan if the money ad
vanced by them were to be charged upon their estate as a small annuity determina
ble, thereby spreading the inconvenience over a good number of years, or by contri
buting a sum of money at the moment, supposing capital could be raised on the 
annuity ?-J should think the annuity would be preferred if it were favourable, or 
according to the terms of it, I should think it would tend to induce them to assent 
to it. 

2054. You are of opinion that they would rather pay it in that way?-Yes. 
2055. You think they would be more willing to pay it in tte shape of an an

nuity chargeable upon the estate, rathel- than pay the money ?-Yes, I do; pro
viding the rate of the annuity were reasonable, and spread over a considerable 
surface of years. 

2056. You will understand that in proportion to the length of the annuity, the 
annual amount of the annuity will be diminished ?-Yes. 

2057. Are you of opinion that landlords, who could be induced to contribute 
for the purpose of removing the redundant population from their estates, would be 
disposed to adhere to measures of regulation which would prevent the recurrence 

I of such redundant population in future ?-I think they would be disposed to 
adhere to them if regulated and directed by others, but I do not expect any 
systematic adherence on the part of the Irish country gentleman to any 'ru!es to 
which no legal consequences attach. ~ 
_ 2058. Do you not consider that a general feeling prevails among landlords, at 
present, against the subdivision of farms ?-I do. 

2059. Do you not think that they would consider it their interest, provided they 
~ere once relieved from such a state, to prevent its recurrence r-I think so, speak
mg generally. 

'2060. Do you not know that at the present moment, upon the determination of 
leas~s, that an extensive popul~tio~, in spite of their covenants, continue in pos
seSSIOn .of the property from whIch It would be very dangerous to remove them?
I do.; It would b~ dangero~s and very cruel to remove them, without means being 
provloed for a satIsfactory dIsposal of them. 

2061: Do you not conceive that without emigration it is impossible to afford 
that rehef, by the removal of the superabundant population, which would enable 
the landlords to let farms upon any sound principle ?-I do; that is my opinion. 

2062. So 
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~. 2062. So that; in fact, turning the tenants out of one district which might be so 
relieved, would be transferring the evil to another?-I quite agree in that opinion. 

2063. Are you 110t of opinion that several Irish gentlemen have been deterred 
from improving the principle upon which their estates are managed, in consequence 
of their indisposition to produce the misery incident to the forcible ejection of the 
.redundant occupants ?-I have reason to think they have been deterred from taking 
active steps for fear of the conseqnences that would ensue. 

2064. Consequently, the prosperity of the south of Ireland is retarded by sllch 
a feeling ?-Certainly. . 

2065. Do you not believe that in many varts of Ireland the disturbances actually 
were occasioned by the endeavour of the landlords to get rid of their sub-tenants?
.I do not know that, but there may have been some instances where that has been 
the occasion of disturbances. 

2066. Are you acquainted with the county of Limerick ?-N ot well, but I ba\'e 
some knowledge of it. 

2067. Do you believe that such effect was produced in that county, from turning 
out sub-tenants ?-I believe it did tend to aggravate the distress, and of course to 
increase their disposition to outrage. 

2068. Supposing that the population to be removed from a particular estate 
were to be calculated upon the proportion of a man, woman, and three children, 
. could you inform the Committee what sum you yourself might be disposed to give 
for the purpose of removing those persons, taking it as a principal sum, or as an 
annuity charge in proportion to such principal sum ?-I calillot, at this moment, 
answer the question. 

2069. Could you, upon consideration, form such an opinion as you would 
venture to pronounce ?-I do not feel competent to answer that question, or do I 
feel that I could give an answer to the Committee on that point; I think at pre
sent it is so much in the way of experiment. that no one would like to say what he 
would be inclined to do till he saw the effect; one might, in the first instance, be 
disposed to give more to make the experiment than one would be willing to be 
bound to give hereafter. 

2070. Be so good as to consider the question which has ueen put to you in the 
nature of an experiment; what would you be disposed to do to facilitate such an 
experiment, without being considered bound in future years to do the same ?-I 
will endeavour to give an answer to that question at a future time. 

2071. Do you know what is the opinion of the emigrants that went abroad, upon 
their present condition:-That it is an enviable one. 

2072. Is there a disposition among the lower class of persons to follow their 
cou-ntrymen ?-I think there is a feeling of that kind. 

2073. To a great extent ?-I think so; latterly I have not had so many applica
tions as I had formerly; but soon after Mr. Robinson went a","ay from this country 
I had a considerable number of applications, indeed they were so numerous I was ob
liged to check them, seeing there was no chance of obtaining the assistance required. 

2074. Do you think that the disposition in the lower class of l\Iunster would be 
to emigrate, if means were afforded to them to do so ?-I think so. 

2075. Do you not conceive that almost any change of situation would be for 
their benefit ?-Indeed I do . 

• 2076. Do you conceive that any other cause could induce so many persons who 
wish to emigrate, except that of the wretchedness and destitution which arise from 
the peculiar circumstances and state of society in which they move ?-I think there 
is a disposition to emigrate in the particular neighbourhood in which I live, to escape 
the consequences of misconduct. 

20i 7. Of courSE: that cause is a local one?- I tis. 
, 2078. Do you think an impression prevails among the lower classes in J reland, 
that almost any change, of whatever nature, would be beneficial to them?- I think 
that such an impression does exist. 

2079. Are you of opinion that manufactures can be successfully introduced into 
the south of Ireland, or in other words, that an habitual state of order and regularity 
can be induced there, until part of the population is actually removed ?-I have no 
doubt with the same population, other measures would have the effect of enabling 

, persons to introduce manufactures there with perfect safety and great advantage. 
2080. Do you think that the agricultural population, which appears to be that 

class of society which is in the greatest redundancy, could be trained to the purpose 
of manufactures with great facility 1-1 have no reason to doubt it. 
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2081. What are the manufactures in the south of Ireland which you think would 
answer, provided persons could be"induced to embark their capital in such establish
ments ?-I have no doubt that the cotton manufacture could be extended there with 
great advantage. When I allude ~o the esta~lishmen! of manufactures, I should 
wish to have it understood that capItal money IS the thmg most wanted; and if the 
manufacture of corn were an object, !t coul? be carried on advantageously by the 
application of a greater degree of capItal to It. . 

Alexander Nimmo, Esq. again called in; and Examined. 

2082. ARE vou of opinion that the immediate lessees from the landlord might 
be disposed to c~ntribute towards emigration, should the landlord be unwilling?_ 
I have known instances where a lessee has given money to his neighbour to give 
up his farm, and to enable him to go to America; and in that way I think it is pos
sible that a fund might be raised from the land to promote emigration; but I could 
hardly conceive that the landlord of himself, who conceives that he has a right to 
turn the tenant out of possession without any thing whatever, would consent to pay 
any thing towards it. 

2083. Supposing sub-tenancies where the parties have that right, but where they 
are exceedingly miserable and exceedingly mischievous, the question is, whether 
the proprietors of the land, for their own interest, would not be desirous to get rid of 
those people ?-I have known instances where the landlord has given a considera
tion to his own tenant to give up his land. 

2084. Can you inform the Committee to what extent that has been done?
It is quite common to give up so many arrears of rent, and to compensate him for 
any small improvements he may be supposed to have made; by this means a fund 
has been very often raised to carry them to the United States. 

2085. Can you give a more direct answer to a question of this nature, to show 
the amount measured in money given to the tenant to induce him to remove?
I think I can produce instances. 

2086. Do you think it amounted to five pounds ?-In the cases where the 
l'andlord thought it worth while to remove the tenant, it was more; I do not 
recollect instances of the small tenantry, they generally hold at will, or by very 
short tenures, very often by the corn acre; I do not think that they make any 
compensation in those cases; when the first lease is vacated, the others are removed 
by a summary process. 

2087. Do you not know, or are you not of opinion, that a great deal of the 
disturbance in many parts of Ireland is attributable to such disposition on the part 
of the sub-tenants ?-Very much so; in many cases it may be almost entirely traced 
to that. 

2088. And are not all those disturbances attended with great loss to the land. 
lords ?-Yes, no doubt of it; but the general commencement of the disturbances 
is by the dispossessed tenant threatening or committing bodily injury on the person 
of the man who .c~mes in afte.r him; such a man, to insure his life and property, , 
would be very wIllmg to contnbute. 

2089. Is not the interest of the landlord directly concerned in obtaining a good 
and tranquil tenantry, with a view to security?-I think so. 

:2090. And is he n~t more likely to s,ucceed .in getting good tenants, :supposing 
the redundant populatIOn were removed :-1 thmk so, but I am afraid there will 
be much trouble to persuade the Irish landlord to accede to it; I think that the 
process that would be adopted, would be for the landlord in Ireland to come into 
tenns in his new lease with the subsequent tenantry, taking a bond from the remain
ing tenantry, to enable him to remove the dispossessed tenants from the estate by 
emigration .or otherwise; I re~e.mber a case put to me, upon the estate of Mr. 
Lane ~ox, m the county ?f Leltflm, '~here a considerable number of the tenantry 
were dispossessed at the t~me of grantmg the new leases, and the agents seemed t6 
be under the greatest anxIety to find out a mode of allocating those tenantry that 
were removed, and .I.am sure, if he. had had. any feasible means of doing it, he 
would have bee~ wl~hng to have pald somethmg to get rid of them; the agent 
came to m~ to ~nqUlre whether I could assist in their location, by laying out roads 
under the dIrectIOn of government; but I could give him no expectation that that 
would be the case. 

2091. Was there a great population turned out of possession in the instance to 
which you have just alluded ?-N ot upon that part of the estate, because they did 

cut 
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cut out some new farms for them; at least in that instance there were an hundred Ale:ronda Nimmo, 
people, one way or another. Esq. 

2092. A hundred families ?-No, a hundred people I dare say; the estate to ~ 
which I allude is Dromahair, in the county of Leitrim. 1 might also add, that '\ ~~:' 
1 am at present carrying on some extensive works at the expense of Lord Palmerston, 
the sole object of which is to provide for the superabundant popUlation on the 
estate; to effect that, agricultural operations have been carried on to a great extent, 
and also the making of fishing harbours. 

2093. Are you of opinion that the consequence of those improvements will be 
so remunerating as to justify the application of capital ill that way, rather than to 
the removal of them by emigration ?-In that case, arising from special circum
stances; but in fact it is a species of emigration going on there, because we are 
removing them now from the arable land to those wastes; at the same time the 
necessity for those improvements have been forced upon Lord Palmers ton, in con
sequence of the superabundant population, and in that case it is very likely to 
answer. 

2094. Are you of opinion that the facilities which have been found to exist 
on Lord Palmerston's property, for the removal and subsequent location of the 
superabundant population, are to be found generally in Ireland ?-No; I think they 
are peculiarly favourable in that particular case. 

2095. Therefore the facilities afforded in that instance cannot be considered 
generally to exist?- No, certainly not. 

2~96. Do you think that it would be possible to effect any general assessment in 
the nature of land tax, to be appropriated for the special purpose of emigration, 
whereby property could be generally charged for that purpose ?-I think that a great 
unwillingness will be found on the part of the Irish proprietors to being assessed 
for any thing like parochial relief. 

Redmond O'Driscol, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

2097. DO you concur with the last Witness, as to the fact of there being a re
dundant population in the south of Ireland ?-Certainly I do. 

2098. Are you of opinion that any remedy can be applied so effectually and so 
satisfactorily for the removal of that redundant population, as emigration, carried, 
on upon an extensive scale, and upon a judicious system ?-I think not. 
- 2099. Are you of opinion that there is any probability of manufactures being in
troduced into the south of Ireland, with a reasonable prospect of remunerating the 
parties to such an extent as would absorb that redundant population ?-I fear not; 
I am sure not. 

2100. Do you not think that the introduction of manufactures, under any cir
cumstances, would be more easy after a removal of a part of that redundant popu
lation ?--N o. 

2101. Explain your reason why you arc of that opinion ?-The great numbers 
who are unemployed create such a great competition for labour, that it would be 
done for less when there are many than when they are fewer. 

2102. The question related to whether the presumed tranquillity which might be 
induced in districts from which the superabundant population has been removed, 
would not have the tendency of encouraging the disposition of embarking capital?
In that point of view I should think so. 

2103. Taking it for granted that the population removed would not be in such 
proportion as to raise the price of labour to an inconvenient height?-Precisely with 
that qualification. 

2104. Are you of opinion that the best interests of the Irish proprietors ought to 
induce them to concur, to a certain extent, in pecuniary contribution for the express 
purpose of emigration ?-I do; I think that their interests ought to induce them to 
contribute largely. 
"r 2105. In fact, in other words, do you believe that property in general, both with 
respect to value and security, would be materially benefited by such contribution? 
-Certainly. 

2~~6. Do you imagine that it would be easy to embark money in a more advan
tageous .manner than in the obtaining of that particular object ?-I think that the 
sum whIch would effect that object could not be more advantageously employed. 

2107· Are you of opinion that the disposition of the proprietors to concur in the 
expense of emigration might be increased by charging a small annuity upon the pro-
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perty as security for the capital raised, rather than by contribution as a direct sum 
at the moment ?-I do not know what would induce the country gentlemen in 
Ireland to do any thing personally for the purpose of ~ssisting emigration. . 

2108. But supposing them to consen~, as a comparl~on ~etween the two modes, 
which do you think would be the most likely to be carned IOto effect ?-J cannot 
form an opinion. . 

21 °9. The principal object.ioll which appears to eXist o~ the part of th~ land-' 
lords in the south of Ireland IS, that they would not be disposed to share, 10 your 
ovinion as to the advantaaes ?-I think they would all concur in the advantages 
of emi(f~ation' but I doubt whether they would concur as to any mode of taxation' 
upon themsel~es, if I may so say, to assist in that o~ject. . 

2110. But if they were convmced that they would be benefited by such contn
bution, would they not do it upon t?e s~me prin~iple as a ~an dr.ains a ~eld or 
makes any other improvement, which IS a sacrIfice of an Immediate capital for 
a future advantage which will more than compensate him ?-If they could be 
broufTiJt to see that it was their interest, I should think they may be brought to con-

~ . 

tribute. 
2111. Hut as to the fact of its being their interest, you individually entertain no 

doubt ?-Not the least. 
2112. Could vou supply any estimate as to the extent of contribution, taking it 

to the extent of "a man, woman, and three children, which a landlord might be dis
posed to consent to for the purposes of emigration?-I should not undertake to 
form any estimate of that kind; I could not do it. 

2113. What is the extent of voluntary emigration from the south of Ireland?
As to numbers 1 could not pretend to say with accuracy, but this Spring it has 
taken place to an incredible extent; the last day I was coming out of the harbour 
of Cork, three vessels were sailing from it for Canada, Quebec, and Halifax. The 
emigration, in my opinion, is altogether produced by the invitations of their friends 
who have preceded them. 

2114. Do you allude to the cmigrantion of 1823, under Mr. Robinson ?-Yes. 
2115. That that has been the emigration which has invited them ?-Certainly. 
2116. If, therefore, emigration were to be carried into effect as an experiment 

upon an extended scale, and judicious selections were to be made from all parts of 
the country where redundant population was found to exist, are you of opinion 
that voluntary emigration would be the consequence, and that there would be no 
expense to government ?-I have no doubt of it; I have seen those people by hun
dreds in the brokers' offices at the port of Cork, where they have stated, as the 
reason for their anxiety to go, the invitations sent over to them from their friends 
in Canada; there have been also invitations from a great number that have passed 
to the United States, and they state that that is the cause of their emigration. 

2117. Is not the voluntary emigration chiefly, however, to the North American 
colonies ?-Chiefly. In addition to those three vessels to which I have before 
alluded, there were three more, of large burden, to go in a short time after, and they 
had not room for more passengers than those who were seeking to go out by them .. 

21 18. In those instances of voluntary emigrants to which you allude, are they 
precisely of the same class of emigrants as those of Mr. Robinson's, of 1823?
I think the present emigrants are all agricultural. 

211 9. Do you consider them as possessing small means, or without any ?-Ccr~ 
tainly with ~leans, from the facility and readiness with which they pay rather large 
sums for their passage. 

212? Are they of that class of persons who must be dependent on their labour 
for mamtenance In I~eland, ~nd not persons of small capital ?-I think generally 
they are persons of a httle capItal. An agent of the Provincial Bank of Ireland told 
me of two men who were upon the point of embarkincr for Canada who tlrew seven 
hundred and fifty sovereigns out of the bank. 0 , 

2121. Have they in general families ?-Some of them have families . 
. '2122. Are they chiefly in families?-No, they consist generally ofmcn in twos 
and threes, but very few women. 

2123. Do you not think that it is felt in the south of Ireland universally that the 
. removal ot th~se perS?~1S, whether under any emigration sanctioned by government 
or oth.erwlse, IS a POSItive advanta~e to that part of the country ?-I think that it is 
a considerable advantage, there bt::mg no employment for them at home. 
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Lord Viscount Ennismore, a Member of the House; Examined. 

2124. HA VE you heard the project as to emigration for Irish paupers ?-I have. 
Zl25. Do you consider that it would be desiraule to Irish landlords, to meet 

~ proportion of the reimbursement of the expense attending the plan?- I think it 
,would be very desirable. 
· .2126. Do you think that, generally speaking, they would consider that tbe ex
pense of twenty pounds, for the migration of a family consisting of four persons, 
:would be a matter of interest to them as proprietors ?-I think .it would to many of 
them. 

21 27. Are you aware of the general state of the population of M u lister? - I am. , 
! 2128. Do you consider that the pepulation exceeds the demand for labour very 
much ?-Very much indeed. . 

2] 29. And that there is in consequence great distress prevailing among that 
population ?-Certainly. . 
· 2130. Are you aware at tbis moment, that the distress is mitigated by a tcm
:porary effort of the government to relieve them by public works ~-Yes; consi
derable relief has been afforded them by employing many in public works. 
, 2] 31. Must not that effort on the part of government be in its nature tem
porary ?-l think it may be continued on, for almost an indefinite period. 

2]3'7. Do you not consider that a great proportion of the population are depen
dent on such improvements for support ?-I cannot say a great part of the popula
tion; a great portion certainly of parts of the country are dependent nearly entirely 
·upon the employment given them in those public works. 
<I: 2133. The public works only give occupation for the people during the time 
they are going on ?~So far it is of a temporary nature. 

2] 34. Would the cessation of those works extend poverty and distress consider
:ably ?-I do not know but it may, hecause employment encourages population, no 
doubt; and the greater the increase of population when the improvement ceuses, 
:the more extensively will the want be felt. 

2135. Are there lines of road of considerable extent at present in progress?
·.There are .. 

2] 36. Do you not conceive that after a few yt:ars those sort of works must 
cease?-Uodoubtedly, the works now in progress must cease atter a short time. 

, . 2137. And in the mean time, a great part of the population have been taught to 
depend upon those works for support?-I think they have. 
· 2138. Have those works been applied particularly to the districts that are ill 
'themselves the most poor and deficient in employment, from any independent 
source ?-So far as I am acquainted with the counties of Cork and Kerry, they have 
been confined to tbose districts where employment was the most wanted. 

2 J 39. Were you resident in Munster during the late disturbances ?- I was. 
2140. Do you not conceive that those disturbances ill a great degree ari:1l: out of 

the·nonemployment of the people ?-I think almost entirely; I think the want of 
employment was almost solely the cause of the disturbances . 

• ~ 2141. Have YOli known any cases in which some of the most disturheu district, 
were quieted at once by the demand of labour on the part of government?- I think 
I do; J know one part of the county of Cork which was fJuieted almost imlllediately 
by the employment of the people, and no disturbances have taken place in that dis
·trict since that time; they commenced in that district, ill the county of Cork, ancl 
,as soob as employment was given to the people, no disturbance occurred; I speak 
of the north-west of the county of Cork. 

1 .. 21 42 .. , As that employment in some degree is temporary, would you not anticipate, 
·~pon~becessatio.n of that ernployment, that the coulltry would return to the same 
state of ciistress and disturbance as before the works were began ?-l should fear it 
. .not~immediately" but whenever circumstances favoured disturbances it "Quid be 
'v~rJ.likely that they would break out again. , .' . c, 

~ '_ 2143. f\re you acquainted with. any part of the country for which you would say, 
from your own experience, that it would be necessary to remove a part of the. PQPU-
Jatl~o. bef0~e you coul~ . Pfofitabl y begi n any perlnanent scheme of im provemell t:?
;If It 1!r.l11eaQt the improvement Df the tenantry qf the country,' I lvould ~ay,.:qefore 
:J ~ A1)4~ D d you 
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you could improve them to any extent, it would be nece:ssary to take away a part of 
the superabundant populati?n,. . 

2] 44. Should you conceIve, t~en, that m thos~. case~ the landlord mIght be 
placed in a situation to benefit his property by a~alllOg himself of means afforded 
for the emigration of part of his tenants ?-Certamly. 

21 45. Are you able to state at all, in any of the extremest cases that have come 
under your knowledge, what sort of pecuniary sacrifice a landlord would feel himself 
justified in making in' order to obtain that benefit ?-I ,really cannot, it is so much 
a matter of opinion, and depends so much upon the cIrcumstances and character of 
the tenantry he would wish to get rid of, and likewise as to their tenancies; the 
landlord may make a consi.derable sacrifice to get rid. of small tenants upon ~is pro
perty, who were not industrIOUs, and who have no capItal whatever to call thelf own~ 
but he would not be so inclined, perhaps, to ~ake a sacrifice, or ~t least. so lar~e a 
sacrifice to get rid of small tenants, who mIght get on from theIr own mdustnous 
habits, or from having some small capital, as in the former case. 

2146. The Committee would wish to know what sum you think the government 
might fairly expect the Irish landlords would be willing to be charged with as a pay~ 
ment, in order to assist the national expenditure that might be incurred in sending 
out the emigrants ?--I am not prepared to say; I should be very glad to avail myself 
of the proposal that has been made to me some time ago, but I cannot say whether 
other landlords would be anxious to avail themselves of it, but I think many would; 
I think the less the expense, the more would be inclined to avail themselves of it. . 

2147. To what amount do you allude when you say that you should be glad to 
accede to the offer that had been made ?-As I understood the offer, it was 3/. 10'. 
for seven years, for a family of four people, to be paid by the landlord. ' I think 
many landlords would be glad to avail themselves of that offer, to pay that sum an .. 
nually for seven years. 

2148. You think many persons would be glad to accede to the payment of the 
sum of 3t. 10 s. for seven years, or an immediate payment of 21 t. in order to 
obtain that benefit ?-I think many would; at the same time I do not mean to say 
that landlords, generally speaking, would avail themselves of it, but I think many 
would, and it would depend upon the circumstances I have before mentioned, the 
character of the persons you wish to get rid of, and the situation of the estate. 

2149. Would not the disposition of the landlord to avail himself of it be just ill 
proportion to the evil of the excess of the population ?-Certainly. 

2150. Are you aware of the extent to which sub-tenancy is carried on in the 
south of Ireland, in opposition to covenants ?-I am. 

2151. And those covenants proved unavailing in general ?-Quite so. 
2] 52. Are you aware that subdivision of farms has taken place that leads to 

extreme poverty and distress among those sub-tenants themselves ?-l am fully 
aware of it. 

2153. Do you consider that in many instances that subdivision has been extended 
to a degree that is quite inconsistent with the necessary subsistence of a family, and 
throws the occupants very much on mendicity for their SUPDQf ?-I am very much 
aware of it; both inadequate to support the families and to lea.ve any rent for the 
landlords. 

2 1 54. Although such subdivisions of grounds and sub-letting::. nave occurred ih 
defiance of covenants on the part of the principal tenants, does not the landlord 
on the expiration of the term of his lease find it very difficult to obtain repos
session of the ground ?-Very commonly. 

2155· Are not his rights very often defeated by such parties holding possession? 
-Constantly. ' 

21 56. Has not a great deal of the disturbance of the country arisen from the 
nec~ssity which landlords have been under of dispossessing such tenants ?-A great 
deal, and the source of rioting and disturbance. 
, •21 57. Do you ,consider it .as necessary to make legal provisions to guard against 
thIS sub-tenancy r-The eVIl was very general, and I think it would be very 
useful. 

21~8. Do you. not consider tbat in the pres~nt state of poverty and wretched
ness m .Irel~nd, ~t wo~ld be a m~tter ~f humamty to place those persons in some 
other s)tuat~on, m whIch by ordmary mdustry they may create an independence? 
-It would mdeed. ' 

2159. Can you conceive any internal sources of employment likely to afford 
~uate relief to the excessive popUlation of the south of Ireland ?-I cannot; 

because 
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because you would have a. want of employment in Ireland for the superabundant 
population for ages to come. 
• 2160. Do you not consider that the employment of the people by grand jury 
assessment, is carried as far ill point of amount as can be reasonably expected?
I cannot well answer that; because, if put under good management and good regu
lations; employment may be given by grand jury assessment to a much greater 
extent by a correction of the management and expenditure. • 

2161. Could you at all calculate upon it, even Uluter a corrected system, as 
affording ade.quate employment for the population ?-N ot at all ; nothing near it. 
· 2102. Are you acquainted with the law that has been passed on the subject of 
sub-tenancy ?-I am. 

2163. Do you think it will be very beneficial ?-I think it will; hitherto no clause 
that we could introduce into a lease to prevent sub-letting has been efficient; if you 
attempt to prevent it by penalty, that penalty, as I have always understood from 
lawyers, could not be recovered; so that the landlord had no means to prevent 
sub-letting. 

2164. When -you say that the penalty could not be recovered, do you mean to 
say it could not be recovered by legal means ?-I have always understood not 
recoverable by legal means. 

2165. Does it occur to you that there would be any mode of assessment on land 
that might justifiably meet the expense incurred for the emigration of paupers?
No, I do not see how it could be effected in Ireland. 

2166. Do you consider that parishes might with advantage be enabled to assess 
themselves for such purpose, when it appeared to a majority of the occupants that 
it was desirable to get rid of any proportion of the population by voluntary emigra
tion ?-In parts of Ireland, it might be effected in the more civilized parts, in 
parishes where many persons of respectability resided; but in the south of Ireland, 
I fear that this power could be given to very few parishes indeed; I mean from 
the general state of the south of Ireland, I mean the power of assessing the 
land. 

2167. Is it not a power that would be cohtrolled in its exercise by the interests 
of the parties ?-Y es; but I know so many parishes where so few people of infor
mation reside, that I should fear giving them a power to asses~ themselves; "I myself 
reside in a very thickly-inhabited and, comparatively, yery civilized part of the 
country, and it is very difficult to get a tolerably respectable vestry. 
_ 2168. Do you think that, through the intervention of the grand juries, means 
-could be adopted for such purpose?-There might be; but I think it would be 
very difficult indeed to make an arrangement to carry a measure of tbat kind into 
effect. 

2169. Do you imagine, as the parishes in Ireland are not saddled at present 
with any poor-rates for the relief of the poor, from whiclJ the sum voted for em i
·gration would be a relief to them, do you think that such parishes would be ready 
to come forward with a gratuitous boon for the encouragement of emigration, to the 
amount which would be necessary to be subscribed ?-No, I fear not. 
· 2170. Do you consider that the system of poor-rates, as known in England, would 
he at aU applicable to the case of Ireland ?- No, quite the contrary. 

2171. Do you consider that the adoption of that sy:;tem would be attended with 
very ruinous consequences to Ireland ?-I think so. 

2172. Is there any general feeling and desire in your part of the country, as to 
,getting rid of the superabundant population?-There is a general feeling that it 
would be very desirable. 

2173. Has the question of emigration been much agitated among the lowel' 
'orders in Ireland?-Very much since the commencement of the emigrations within 
the last three years. 

2 J 74. Do you think that the lower classes would be ready and willing, upon any 
-encouragement given, to emigrate in great numbers to the same district from which 
they have already received accounts r-Perfectly willing, and very desil'Ous. 
· 2175. Have the accounts, especially from Canada, been uniformly such as -to 
-encourage others to go out r-They have been very encouraging, so much so as to 
cause a general anxiety among the lower orders, those who have no good means of 
SUpporting themselves and families, to go out. . 
. ~ 116. Should you imagine that the feeling among the landlords is, that emlgl'&

tlOn ~as 'been beneficial to those who have gone out, as well as to those who have 
7emamcd at home ?-Certainly, they have that feeling., 
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2] 77. Do you not consider that that would be an encouragement to landlords 
to make a temporary sacrifice to promote emigration ?-I am sure it would. . 

21 i 8. You have already stated as your opinion, ~hat you. t~ink some would go to 
the extent of :20 t. to assist in the removal of a famlly consJst1Og of four people?
I think so. 

21 79. Do you not conceive that a landlord who relieved himself from a pauper 
population subsistinO' on his ground, without receiving any adequate compensation 
therefrom, would oetain an actual pecuniary benefit by their removal ?-I think he 
would. 

2180. Would it not render so much of his property, now unproductive, pro
ductive 2-1 think tile landlord would be very well repaid, for the money subscribed 
or given by him, by the improvement of his estate. 

2181. Do you know any particular instances of emigrants from farms on your 
property that have turned out successful, both as to the property left and to the 
assistance of the people in Canada ?-We sent out, the last emigration, several 
small tenants from some farms belonging to my fatber, and sending them from the 
lands was a great relief to those farms; and the people themselves have been highly 
pleased with the circumstances in which they have been placed. 

2182. Have you received accounts from them since they went out?-We have 
received accounts from them since they went out. 

2183. Were they sent out under the plan proposed by government?-They were. 
2184. Have you ever sent out any emigrants under any other system?-No, none 

have gone out on any other system from the south of Ireland, that I am aware of, 
except one case mentioned ill the Irish Committee, from the county of Clare, who 
paid the whole expenses. 

2185. Have there been no voluntary emigrations from the south of Ireland ?
There have been individuals, bllt not to any number; individuals have gone out 
from time to time, but not to any amount, but very few from the south of Ireland; 
from the north, I believe, the numbers .have been vF-ry considerable. 

2186. Are you aware that it is the habit, from the distressed parts of Ireland, to 
pass over to England annually in search of labour ?-Yes, undoubtedly; a great 
number go over annually for that purpose. 

2187. Do you know that it is the practice, from the most distressed and populous 
parts of the coulltry, to migrate to the less distressed parts, in search of labour?
Yes, they go, during the potatoe digging time and other favouraLJe parts of the year, 
to obtain labour. 

2188. Is not their presence in such place felt to be a grievance among the popu
lation of the district to which they go?-Yes, it is. 

2189. Does not that lead to riots frequently ?-Yes; I have known many killed 
in consequence of riots that occurred between the strangers and the inhabitants of 
the country; in my own neighbourhood it occurs continually. 

2190. Supposing you had succeeded in relieving yourself, on one estate, of the 
superabundant population, should you entertain any fear of being able to prevent 
other persons coming in from other parts of the country where a superabundant 
population prevailed, and filling up the vacancy you had so made ?-I think, from 
those parts where they are so sitllated there would be no chance of strangers coming 
in, to take the place of those who migrated. 

21 9 1• Would it not, in your opinion, be necessary to accompany any plan for the 
removal of the superabundant ~opulati?n from t?C south of Ireland by measures to 
prevent a recurrence of the eVil; for lOstancc, In the case of sub-tenants ?-The 
more arrangements that could be made to prevent the recurrence of the evil, the 
·better. 

21 9 2• D.o you think that the Bill to which reference has been before mad~, for 
the preventIOn of sub-tenancy, would be an efficacious measure of that nature?-
I think it would in part. . . 

21 93: Do you not think the .b~tter class of farmers feel this great superabundant 
populatIOn to be a very great eVil 10 common with the landlords?-I do not know· 
ma~y of them think it a .very convenient mode of providing for their families; whe~ 
then sons marry, they give up a part of the farm to each as he marries and so con-
sider him provided for. ' 

. 21 94:. W~re not m~ny pers?ns, during the time of war, in consequence of the 
hIgh pflces, 10 the habit of lettmg sub-tenancies, which they found afterwards, upon 
the reduction of prices, very mischievous ?-It has frequently occurred they could 
get no rent from them, and they could not easily get rid of them. ' 

2195. Do 
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;. 21 ~5. Do you not consider that such description of tenants would be very glad to 
-be relIeved now from such sub-tenants ?-They would, of sucb as they found· to be 
bad tenants. 
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2) 96. Are you acquainted with the county of Limerick ?-Very little. 
21 97. Do YOH know whether this habit of sub-tenancy has not led to a species 

of farming calculated to exhaust and deteriorate to a very great extent the soil of the 
south of Ireland ?-I think it has; but perhaps the letting in very small portions has 
not had that effect; what I mean to say is this, where a house or cabin and an acre 
or two of land only have been let, it has not had the effect of injuring the quality of 

. the land; but where let in a larger quantity, for instance, five or six acres, or eight 
or ten acres, it I~as had that efiect; in a small portion of land of an acre or two, 

,the t~nant contrives to manure it pretty frequently, they are very inrlustrious in 
scrapIng up manure from the road and getting the dung ot cattle, and are capable of 
keeping it in good. condition; but where the quantity ~f the land is larger, they are 
unable to manure It to any extent, and they wear out the land by frequent burning, 
and otherwise badly treating it. 

21g8. Is ~t not frequently the fact, tha~ a tenant of ten or twenty acres possesses 
no more capItal than the man wllo occupIes two or three acres ?-Very frequently; 
the general plan of tenants who have no capital, and are not very well inclined 
themselves to act honestly, is to get all they can out of that quantity of land, and 
then run away, and perhaps keep the land a couple of years without paying any 
rent. 

2lgg. Did not the practice of sub-tenancy lead to a demand of such exorbitant 
-rents as to have induced tenants to exhaust the ground in a few years ?-Certainly. 

Archibald Campbell, Esq. a Member of the House; 
Examined. 

2200. ARE you aware that there is a considerable influx of Irish population to 
Glasgow and its neighbourhood ?-I believe very great, but· I cannot speak from 
Illy own knowledge; I have reason to think, from the reports of gentlemen that 
are well connected with every kind of information on that subject, that there are at 
this moment in Glasgow and its vicinity 40,000 Irish, the greater part of which are 
weavers; the greater part of the agricultural labourers do not come so far east, 
they remain, generally, in Wigton and Ayr. 

2201. Has that influx operated to depress the wages in Glasgow amI the neigh
bourhood ?-One would think so, but I cannot say that I am aware it has had 
that effect. 

2202. Do those people live in comfort, the Irish labourers r--We do not reckon 
that they live in such great comfort as the Scotch. 

2203. Is that felt as a grievance by the working population ?-Y es; of course 
the demand for subsistence of that great population is thereby v~ry much increased. 

2204. Do the population themselves feel it ?-No, I do not think they do. 
:020.1}. Has it at all the tendency of depressing the station of life which the 

artisans occupy ?-It does not strike me as having had that effect; at the same time 
having so very little knowledge of the real state of the manufacturers, I cannot 
-speak with any degree of certainty on the subject. 

2206. Have any riots occurred in Glasgow or Paisley in consequence of the in
jury the native population suppose they suffer from the influx of the Irish ?-I have 
..known fights and quarrels take place between the natives and the Irish, but I do 
not know that it proceeded from that cause; many of tbem are employed in country 
work, and many of them as labourers in building. . 

2207. Are you aware what is the expense of a labourer passing over to Ireland? 
-1 cannot speak from actual knowledge, but I have heard that at one time they 
~·were brought over for about half a tenpenny. 
4 2208. That is about fourpence English?- Yes; I bave seen great quantities 
·arrive from Belfast. 

rhe Rev. Dr. Strahan again 'called in; and Examined. 

A. Ca,npbeli, 
Esq. 
~ 

The Rt'II. 
Dr. Strahan . 

, -2209' :HAVE you any thing to state in addition to your former evidence ?-J 
. beg leave to~ta~e, to the. Committee, that the province of Upper Canada was set 
-apartjafteJ'.!theAQleJi.ca~ Revolution, for the reception of the royalists who had ~d- '---~--'-.; 

hered to the United Empire, and on that account forced to leave the other colomes, 
·404. . D d 3 . , now 
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now the United States; when they came to Upper Canada, they were provided 
for for one or two years, with implements of husbandry and provisions by govern
m~nt. and had different portions of land assigned them; in addition to those, several 
of the regiments which had served during the American Revolution were likewise 
!ettled in Upper Canada; since that period, the population of Upper Canada has 
been increased by emigrants from Europe, and by the natural increase of the roY'" 
alists and of those regiments; and I have no knowledge, although I have been 
acquainted with the country for nearly thirty years, of any person coming in with a 
large capital and improving the country, for extensive tracts of Ian? to prepare for 
settlement, The country was settled by orders of the government 10 small tracts, 
generally of 200 acres, that was the quantity commonly allotted to a family; but 
allowance was afterwards made for children, fifty acres frequently for each child, 
for a certain period • 
. " 2210. Were those subsequent grants ?-Those were subsequent grants; the pro· 
vincial Government never had power to give above 1,200 acres to any particular 
person; consequently the population are comparatively possessed of less wealth than 
m'any ort the borders of the neighbouring states, many of whom after having made 
considerable fortunes in commerce at different sea-ports, retired into the interior, 
and purchased land and laid out part of their capital in improvement, and then ,old 
it in small portions to actual settlers. 

2211. You are now speaking of transactions which have happened in the United 
States ?-Yes; and I mention it for the purpose of accounting for the appal'ent 
mediocrity of our settlers, as compared with many in the United States. I have 
only to add, that since 1818, when the emigration began to be very numerous, Sir 
Peregrine Maitland thought it would be inconvenient for so many to come to York, 
the seat of government, and he therefore appointed land boards in each district 
of the province, with power to give locations of 100 acres to all British subjects 
coming from Europe, \\'ho could bring with them tolerable characters and recom· 
mendations. . 
. 2212. Can you state to the Committee how often the system of location has been 
changed since the tillle which you have just mentioned ?-The system has never 
been changed from the first. 
. :l213. Have not alterations taken place in certain parts of the ~ystem of location 
since 1818?-There have been two or three alterations with reference to the fees in 
certain cases. 

22 14. Was there 110t a total alteration in the last year 1825, which was to come 
into force in the present year ] 826 r-It is not come into force yet; that is an 
alteration which has been made by the Imperial Government. " 

2215. Was there not a proclamation of Sir Peregrine Maitland published in the 
Canada paper, announcing that the whole system was put a stop to r-The whole 
system was put a stop to for a little 'time, in order to collect information before the 
new system could be put in operation, so it was necessary to make a halt for a time; 
the new system of land granting sent from this country was complex, and it was 
therefore found to be requisite to get a good deal of information before it could be 
carried into practice; but it was provided that the emigrants already in the country 
should proceed on the old pluu, 

2216. But with regard to all emigrants to come after 1~b6, the system will be 
l!hanged ?-It had not ~ome into operation when I came away. 

221 i· Is the <;omllllttee to understand that emigrants now going over in tbe 
month of May, WIll not be located under the new system ?-They will those whQ 
go over this Spring. ' 
"" 2218. Do you consider that new system as likt'ly tu be more advantageous than 
!h~ last, or less so ?-I am not able to speak as to its practical effect, without trial; 
It .IS more complex tha~ t~e former, but I think it will do very well; the Committee 
WIll un?erstand that tl1l8 IS matter of opinion. It may be proper, however, to state 
~h8.t thtS ne,~ syste.m does ~ot aftect an'y gratuitous grants, which are very mJmerous 
m that provmce,. VIZ. to officers belongmg to the army and navy, soldiers and sea,.. 
me~, and the chl~dren of th~se persons who adhered to the unity of the empire 
durmg the AmerIcan re~olutlOn, and are called the English loyalists • 

. 221 9, Do you nO.t thmk that great disappointment has arisen from there having 
been three or four dIfferent chan l1es, and that it has -been calcula~d to produce 
~he effect of no dependence being pla~ed upon the system to be pursued; and that 
1urther changes l'Vould not take place ~-Whatever changes have taken "place; ilave 
not operated upon the poorer class. 
\ . 
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2220. Has not the settlement chiefly consisted of the poorer class, in Upper 
Canada ?-It has. , 

2221. Then do not those changes affect the poorer c1ass?-The very poor, in 
the first place, had a grant of fifty acres for notbing; it was then found that they 
would ~ather pay a small fee in order to obtain a hundred acres; indeed most of 
them, after improving fifty acres, petitioned government, some for fifty additional 
to make up 100 acres, and some for 150 to make up 200 acres, paying the fee with 
pleasure. 

2222. At the time that fifty acres were granted gratuitously, was there not a fee 
to be paid of 33i. upon two hundred acres ?-Yes, there was a fee of 12 l. upon 
one hundred acres, and, I think, 24/. upon two hundred acres, making altogether 
30 l. of their provincial money, to be paid in three different instalments. 

2223. Do you conceive that the increase of those fees upon the larger propertie$ 
had the effect of retarding the peopling the province ?~It continued for so short a 
time, that I should hardly think it could have produced those" effects; it was very 
soon discontinued, probably because it was found not to answer the intended object; 
the object was to provide the means of remunerating government for the money 
advanced in purchases of land from the Indians; the government, in purchasing 
the: lands from them, were obliged to pay a considerable sum, and it was though~ 
reasonable that persons capable of paying fees should reimburse government for the 
money so advanced, but it was found not to answer. 

2224. Do you consider that, according to the present system of location and the 
price at which a settler is able to obtain land in Upper Canada, it is more advan
tageous to him, than the price at which he can obtain land in the United States?
Most undoubtedly; it will not cost him one-third in Canada that it will cost him 
in the United States. I wish to state one thing respecting fees, as they have 
been mentioned, which is this, that the gentlemen who are employed in the land-:
granting department in preparing the deeds and the difterent papers, and whose 
living consists chiefly in the receipt of small fees, have never received any increase 
of fees since the commencement of the settlement of the province, and whatevel' 
alteration there may have been made in the fees, they derive no Lenefit from it 
whatever. 

2225. What is the nature of that office ?-There are the surveyor general and 
secretary of the province, the auditor general, and the attorney general and others, 
-employed ill preparing the deeds and other instruments necessary. 

2226. Are the Committee to understand you to state that with respect to the 
borderin~ provinces of the United States, that commercial capital has been accu
mulated there considerably faster than in our own provinces ?-I said that many 
persons who had accumulated capital in certain sea-ports belonging to the United 
States, have retired to that part of the country and purchased large tracts of land. 
and have laid ont their capital in improving it. 
, 22:27. Is there 'any progress of capital in Upper Canada ?-There is some, but 
it is kept small in this way. people who have made a large sum of money, frequently 
come home. 
_ 2228. By coming home, do you mean returning to England?- Returning to 
England, which takes away the capital ; whereas in the different parts of the new 
iiettlements in the United States, it is spent in improving the land. 

Hem:y John B()ulton, Esq. again called in; and Examined. 

2229. WILL you have the goodness to describe to the Committee the Jaw re
specting statute labour, as it now exists in Upper Canada ?-In Upper Canada, the 
statute law requires every person to work, according to their assessment, upon .the 
public roads,thronghout the country, whether those lots have been previously 
cleared of the trees or not, provided people live near them; and no person is com .. 
peJlable by any law of the country to work specifically upon his own land; the prac
tice of persons working upon their own lands, is in consequence of a conditioq 
annexed to the grant by the governml"nt, which requires that they shall clear, the 
rough timber off the lot opposite their land, being a part of what is called the settle
ment duty. 
, 122,30. Have you any commutation of the statute duty into money?-We have, 
but it is very seldom adopted, except by gentlemen who do not labour themselves; 
tnstead .of hiring labourers to do it, they sometimes adopt that plan; but the 
farmers and labourers generally do it themselves. 
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Merelll'ii, 10· die Jl!Ia'ii, 1826. 

John Rolph, Esq. called ill; and Examined. 

: 2231. YOU are a member of the legislature, and have resided some yeats iii 
Upper Canada ?-Yes. ' 

.2232. Have you had an opportuni.ty of ~xaminil1g the evidence that has be ell 
{Jiven before this Committee, by varIOUS wItnesses from Upper Canada?-I have 
looked 'over the evidence of the Solicitor General and Dr.Strahan.,~ 

2233. Do you concur with those gentlemen in the opinion that an emigrationj 
conducted upon the principles of Mr. Robinson's emigr.ations of 1823 and 1825, that 
is, the location of emigrant~ in districts prepared for~ their r~ception, is advantageous 
to the interests of the provInce of Upper Canada r-Decldedly so as far as emi;' 
gration is concerned. , 
, 2234. Do you concur in opinion with those gentlemen, that under the circum" 
stances of such an emigration, the emigrant settler after a period of seven years 
would be in a condition to commence a repayment of the money advanced for his 
emigration, either from his being able to pay the money lent, or from being in the 
possession of prouuce bearing an exchangable. value?-I have not the least doubt of 
the settler's ability to do so. ' 
· 2235. Have you any reason to be of opinion that if it were properly explained 
to the settler, that this was strictly in the nature of a repayment of money advanced 
to him, he could entertain any more objection in paying that back again, than he 
would in the case of any other debt?-l do not think that he would; there might 
be a few exceptions, from unaccountable prejudices; but taking the whole mass of 
emigrants, I have not the least doubt that they would feel grateful. 
· 2236. Is it your opinion that at the end of seven years the land, in the state in 
which it would be, would afford a sufficient security for the return of the mOlley 
advanced 2--1 should say ample; particularly if emigration should be continued. " 

2237. Supposing a family to be settled in an advantageous situation in Upper 
Canada, on a farm of a hundred acres, what should you conceive at the end of 
seven years, supposing tbat farm to be sold, might be estimated as a fair value Jor 
it, taking into consideration the improvements that would have taken place?~ 
At present it is very difficult to sell land at all; but if there were emigration, the 
value would increase in proportion to the population. 
· 2238. If the cmi,gration "ere confined entirely to pauper settlers, that would not 
aftect the value of land, because they would be unable to give a money price for 
it ?-Still there would be a ready interchange of property with the old settlers ~ 
and pauper settlers would, I have no doubt, undertake the conditions of theit 
predecessors. . 

2239. Do you think that even pauper emigrants sent out would be glad to take 
that land, commencing immediately with paying the rent which would have been de
manded from the former settler?-I have not the least doubt of it; and there are 
persons in the colony, older ~ettlers, who would be glad to take it. I let farms, 
receiving one-third of the produce, and the stock double in three years. 

2240. In that case, of course, you .take the produce in kind?- I do. 
2~41. Is there any prejudice against making this sort of payment, on the score 

of its being considered as rent, and not as a freehold propertv?- I do not think 
there would be any prejudice as long as they understood it. . 
· ·'2242. Are you of opinion that, provided due care be taken in the location of the 
'en'iigrants, alkl that they receive that sort of assistance which will enable them in 
the tirstinstance to cope with the difficulties of the climate and all the inconve~ 
niencies intid~ntalto a ne\~ settlement, there is any danger with respect to the 
number of emIgrants. t?at mIght .be located lIpon those principles in Upper. Canada? 
:....-.ynder those condItIOns, .r thmk, the greater the number the more they would 
assist and keep each other In countenance. 
... :~ 143· Provided i~ is done progressively and u~d~r proper regulations" do you 
thmk the number ~mg:ht ?e very greatly extended t-Y ef, ;prcwided twenty.thou .. 
sand. ~'ere located In the tirst three years, there would be no matter how many went 
out afterwards, for there would be a surplus produce' from thos'e wbo had first 
emigrated. ' 
~ '·2244· Are you of opi~i~:m' that, prOVIded the emigration in the first instance \fere 
properly selected from dIfferent parts of the country:·whereJbere \\as all eKC~S of 
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population, the effect of that would be, that the settlers, when located in Canada, 
would invite their friends, and that in point of fact succeeding emigrations would 
take. place without th.e.necessity of such steps being taken as are necessary in the 
fil"&t insta,nce ?-I have. not the least doubt of it; it was so in the place from which 
. I ~migrated, anq. it was so in the U oited States; the emigrants there gave such 
account~ ,of. the climate .and the country as brought others; many have emigrated 
from the neighbourhood in which I lived, invited by their friends. . 
. ~~245· With respect to the effect which might be produced in the province of 
Upper Canada, are. you of opinion that if it were distinctly explained that the re
p!lyment. by th~emigrant of the sums advanced would not be transferred .to this 
cppotry, but applied for the purposes of the province in liquidation of some ex
pepses now incurred by the mother country, that mode of application would be 
generl;llly satisfactory to the inhabitants ?-It could not be otherwise. 

2246. Is. there prevalent in Canada a strong opinion that in the settlement of the. 
cQuntry the clergy reserves have becna great impediment to the increase -of pros
pertty of the country ?-That is anopiniOli almost universal. 
, ,2247· Have those clergy reserves much impeded the prosperi tv of the country by 

plocking up the communication between different parts of tile s~me township ?-It 
hll~ been a great interruption to the roads; that is the principal grievance com-
plained of., " 

,,2248. ~Are the clergy reserves in Upper Canada, generally speaking, occupied or 
~ot ?-Thf:y. at:e, generally sp.eaking, unoccupied. 

2249· Is the consequence of that, that not only the clergy reserves themselves 
Qiminish i,n value, but tbe neighbouring lots in the township are less valuable ?-l n 
proportion to the inconvcnience the reserve occasions. 
, 2250. U pon,whom does the labour of cutting a road through the reserve fall at 
present ?-It falls upon those who unfortunately live in its vicin'ity . 

.. 2251. Is there by law any limitation within which the clergy reserves must be 
occupied after the settlement of a township ?--l know of none. 

2252. Should you imagine that some stich limitation by law would very much 
te(ld to increase the means of communication and the prosperity of the country ?
I b<;llieve it would tend verv much to the interests of the settlements . 
. ';~253. Has there been a 'very strong feeling with regard to the clergy reserves eK
pressed both in private and by the pulJlic bodies in CclOada ?-Tllcre has. 
, ,2254- Wasthere not a distinct vote of the legi:,;laturc again~t those clergy re
l?eryes r-There was an address last session of tbe provincial parliament; and, with 
regard, to the evidence of Dr. Strahan, I would observe that it is not confined 
me~ely to the last session of parliament, but it has been done before; I understand 
th,e Doctor's evidence to state that it has been the subject ef resolutions in the 
legisla~ure only: the last session of the provincial parliament. 
,., 2255. Those resolutions went. to the extent of applying the present clergy reserves 
toth~ support of the clergy of different denominations ?-Yes, or of education . 

. 2256. What time of the year do you think the best period for that IOQation of 
t.hc:.~migrants ?-In the autumn. It is indispensably necessary it should be in the 
f:\ltumn; if it is not in the autumn, a year's provisions will not be sufficient; the 
1;1011 is under-bushed in the autumn; before the snow falls the small wood is 
cu~ away, and it' is cleared in tbe following sumtper, and the wheat sown in the 
autumn. 

Thomas Odell, Esq. caUed in; and Examined. 

:1.257. IN what part of Ireland are you resident ?--In the county of Limerick, 
. 2258 .. What is the general state of the poor in that country ?-\' cry miserable 

jlideed! . . . 

" 2259. po you conceive that the wages of labour in that country are . mat~rially 
reduced, In consequence of the number of those who apply for labour bemg dJspro
p.ortioned to the demand for it?-Very,much so, almost amounting to nothing; Itt 
pr~sent not to sil'pence, in sorne instances. 
,. 2~60. Are you of opinion that if it were practicable, under favourable circum
~ta'nces, to remove'a part of tbat population, tile effect produced upon the remainder 
"'ould be satisfactory ?~Decjdedl'y so. 
: ~261. i\.'ie you .ofopinion there is any disposition on the part of the people to 
~vaiT ~heniselv{)s. o(;~[ly,#c;lities' of eniigration 'that might be offered to them?
~el't~lL1ly; I have,'at

l 
tb~~req-uest o~ a great 'portion of them, made the first cormnu

llIcatlOn to the 'executIve on the suluect. 
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2262. What is the period to which you refer as the date of that communication? 
-I suppose, within these six months. 

2263. Are the greater part of those paupers to whom you allude resident on tbe 
pl'operty of landlords, or are they without any fixed residence ?-I should be, very 
glad that this Committee would understand the .n~ture and description of the persOns 
who have made this application, for 1 feel that It IS not well understood. They have 
applied for a power to go out under some favourable circumstances to the colonies. 
There are a description of tenantry wh~ have held !rom five to ten acres of groun~ 
in Ireland, perhaps fifteen or more; thiS was s?fficlent for the,ir comfort, to enable 
them to live; but from the great number of children that those people have in Ire
land those farms necessaril) became subdivided; the son was to be provided for 
whe;l he came of age, the ~aughters to be provide? f~r, and in fact, the w.hole'farm 
was frittered away to nothmg, and the whole famIly In a state of starvatIon on an 
acre or an acre and a half or two acres of ground; those people, finding their families 
accumulating, and hearing of the prosperity of many who have .emigrated, and 
applications in many instances having come from Canada to the friends of persOns 
who have gone out there, entreating them to endeavour to go out, has induced them 
to wish to avail themselves of the opportunity government may give to emigrate to 
Canada. 

2264. Do you think a great proportion of the persons of whom you speak have 
already friends whom, upon their arrival in Canada, they would be desirous to join? 
-I am aware that many have; 1 will go so far as to say that in many instances 
emigrants have gone out at the request of their friends who are in Canada. ' , 

2265. The class of emigrants which were selected in Mr. Robinson's emigrations 
of 1823 and 18:25 were paupers, utterly without means of supporting themselves in 
their native country, and consequently dependent on contribution in some shape or 
{)ther for the means of removal; are the Committee to understand that the class of 
emigrants to which you advert are precisely in that situation ?-N 0; I conceive that 
1 have paid much attention to Mr. Robinson's pursuit in that emigration; in t~e 
town of Charleville, within a few miles of me, he has taken the principal number- of 
his settlers, so much so, that I will undertake to say he has had one thousand or 
two thousand upon his books, who have been rejected, that he could not accommo
date to go out, and who have been thrown back upon the country, and who had 
hoped to be carried out; they were much disappointed that they were not so. 
I conceive there are many of the description alluded to; but I conceive there are 
a description of people in Ireland who would perhaps be more serviceable in Canada, 
and who are desirous of going out, the lower description {)f farmers, who have been 
broken upon their original farm, from the subdivision of it among their children. 

2266. In fact, those people might almost be considered as paupers; though they 
have a visible means of subsistence, yet they have no means which would enable 
them to live in tolerable comfort or to keep out of a state nearly approaching to 
starvation ?-I really think so; but I know that several of them would take money 
with them. ' 

2267. Are you not disposed to consider the small farmers, ejected by their land
lords, and who are incapable of finding any landlord who is disposed to give them 
land, and who have no mealls whatever of applying whatever small capital they 
ha~e. to their support, as more or less in the character of paupers ?-That is my 
OpInIOn. 

2268. With respect to that particular c1ass, could you inform the Committee what 
is the average amount of small capital each of those parties might scrape together 
for the purpose of assisting themselves in a removal to Canada ?-I should be very 
apt to average that at a very small sum indeed; 1 should suppose from ten to fifteen 
pounds, because all those that are seeking to go out this year have some of them 
a cow and perhaps two cows; if they find they cannot go on, and cannot pay thei~ 
landlord, they will be enabled to sell that cow, and to go out with that means and 
the assistance the government will afford them. . 

~269 •. Do you think that class of persons of whom you speak, having the means 
of sCl'apmg together a sum of from ten to fifteen pounds, would be willing to sacri
fice the whole of it, upon the expectation of being provided for in Canada, upon the 
government. lands ?-I should answer that question only in the proportion that go": 
vernment might be disposed to assist them; if the government gave an as~istance 
adequate to what. that sum of money would procure for them in America; I should 
apprehend they would be very glad rather to depend upon the good faith of the 
gov~rnment, than .to depend upon the assistance that they would get merely from 
haVIng the money m their pocket. ' 
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"2270. If therefore those persons, having small capitals to that amount, could be 
1Iatisfied that they would receive benefit in proportion to that capital, you think there 
,would be 110 indisposition in them to trust that capital in the hands of the govern
ment, for the purpose of being applied to their own benefit ?-Decidedly; I am 
-convinced they would have no objection; I know they not only would do it, but 
would do it with a great deal of pleasure; and there is but one thing wanting, if 
there should be a head or person selected in the district from whence tbose emi. 
grants were selected, in whom they would place a confidence, whom they would 
.look up to as a person of a better description, they would say, This man is going with 
115, we will have the benefit of his advice and his counsel, and his respectability; 
I have' not the least doubt in the world that that would be very beneficial, and that 
the government would find the people would flock around them to avail themselves 
of the benefits now proposed to be extended to them. 

'2271. Do you think that if such a respectable person were not himself going to 
Canada, the people would place that faith in the representations of a respectable 
individual living in their neighbourhood, which should induce them upon his autho
rity to forward their request to be sent to America through him to the government, 
-and who would be an agent for emigration on the spot ?- I am convinced that if 
,the people had a local knowledge of the man, that would perfectly ~ucceed, and 
have the desired effect, so much is that the opinion of the people, that it was at their 
request that I made the application, and at their instance, to endeavour to ascertain 
the possibility of sending them out this year; I think that which is suggested would 
go a great way to accomplish the object; but I have no doubt those respectable 
persons I allude to would be found, and would in fact volunteer going out with 
them, on the usual grants of land. 1 myself, when it was understood I was 
coming over, had forty or fifty applications from young men very highl '; connected 
,indeed, who did say, that if there wa:; an opportunity afiorded, they would go out 
.and settle in the country, and who, I believe, would tuke (Hit some capital with them. 

2272. Are those persons Catholics or Protestants ?-Protestants. 
2273. In what counties ?-In the county of Limerick, some in the county of 

Clare, and some in the county of Cork. 
2274. What is the religion of the mass of the population of the persons to whom 

you have alluded ?-I should be afraid to ~Hlswer that question, lest I should be 
lDcorrect. . 

2275. What is the proportion between Catholics and Protestants, in the lowest 
.classes, in the part of the country in which you live ?-I suppose five and twenty 
,Catholics to one Protestant, in the parish in which I live; I dare say there are every 
Sunday three thousand people at the chapel, and not certainly more than five and 
twenty at the church. 

,2276. Is the practice of underletting land going on as heretofore, in the part of 
the country with which you are acquainted ?-It is; there has been a mode lately 
adopted, a clause has been introduced into the tenant's lease, wherein he is bound 
.under a penalty not to set or alien those premises so let; but in the case I have 
alluded to, it is invariably broken through. My father set, within the la~t two or 
three years, between four and five hundred acres of land, and all the tenants are 
bound in that penalty; a man then says, It is true I have this covenant, but my 
daughter is to be married, I have no money, I \\-ill portion her off with an acre 01' 

an acre and a half; upon this, they live in the same house for a time to avoid the 
penalty, and in the course of a little time they will branch off. 
, 2277. What is the reason you have not enJeavoured to enforce your covenant 
against the alienation ?-It is very difficult where it is all in the same family; there 
bas been no alienation in appearance; we have found much difficulty ill doing it. 

2278. Have you found difficulty in the courts, with the juries and the judges?
No, I do not presume to say that. 

2279'. Are you aware that an Act of Parliament received the royal assent last 
week, that gives the landlord full power to prevent sub-letting? - I have heard so. 
: 2280. Do you think the landlords in your part of the country will act under that 
Act?-I am sure they will, and I have myself acted on the very same principle, 
and it has been heretofore much the custom. 

2281. Are you aware of the provisions of that Ad?-No; I have merely 
beard of it. , 

2282. Do you think this practice has gone on for want of a power to prevent the 
alienation, or from its being the interest ,of the parties to allow the alienation and 
subdivision to take place ?~1 do not think that it has heretofore been much the 
policy of the country gentlemen to prevent it. 
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2283. Do you.thin~ the circul1?stances of the country are m.uch. ch~nged,.so as to 
make an alteration m that pohcy?-I should have no hesItatIOn In sa'ymg, tbat 
I greatly fear the excess of pop~lation has be~ome so great that if the people were 
debarred from the advantages ot that sub-lettmg, and there was no mode deviSed 
by the government for the support of those people,. the consequences will be very 
serious indeed. I should apprehend, as far as my Judgment leads me, that must be 
the effect. 

2284. Are you of opinion that the landl?rds !n tha~ ~art of Ire~an~ in which yOy 
live would feel that they had a strong pec?l1l~ry mterest Jl1' concurrmg 10 any measure 
for the removal of this redundant populatIOn ~-I have no doubt they are fully aware 
of the benefits that would arise out of it. ... , 

2285. The question refers to benefits strictly of a pecuniary nature, that the land, 
for the purposes of sale or rent, would be .much more valuable if. that populatie8 
wer~ removed ?-I do not thi?k that the I!'Ish la~d~ord woul~ conceIve hIS pro~e!ty 
to be more valuable, but deCidedly by theIr remaining there IS Ii greater competitIon 
than otherwise would be. 

2286. Are you not well aware that the ,lower classes of the tenantry in Irelanfl 
do not scruple at bidding any sums whatever for rent, that there are no sums they 
will not bid; but can you consider the bidding as any assurance that the rent \'I'iIl" be 
paid ?-I consider that the want of hmd is so great this year, and so unusually grea-t 
this vear, that the sum of ten guineas, and in son;e instances of tweh'e or thirteen 
pourl'ds, for one acre of ground-has been promised, and was last year \\'ell paid, and 
that the landlord would not set to that man only for the security that the crop llpo1\ 

that ground gave him, which secured the payment of the rent in it, because he will 
not let the crop go before it i3 paid for. 

2287. Does not the letting upon that system and upon these exorbitant rents go 
to impoverish the land, so as to be a loss in the end to the owner ?-Assnredly so, 
so much so that injunctions have been applied for this year to the Chancellor, to pre
vent that system of reducing the quality of land, and they have been invariably 
granted by the Chancellor. 

2288. Do you thillk there is not now a general anxiety on the part of the lanct~ 
lords in that part of the country to let their land in ;at'ger farms than they have 
been accustomed to do?- I do. 

2289. Do you not think that the landlords would be willing, under that system, 
to come forward with a given slim of money for the removal of those persons whose 
removal is necessary to carry those plans into execution ?-I should fear that the 
description of gentry alluded to there would shake their heads most ",ofully before 
they assented to that; we are peculiarly circumstanced; in that portion of the 
country I speak to, we have five and thirty thousand a year vested in one man, and 
he an absentee, and all the dominion of that immense district of country,of 35 
miles, all under the direction of an agent. 

2290. Supposing that absentees were to subscribe for the purpose of removing 
this population, and supposing the more intelligent of the local gentry were to suu.. 
scribe for that purpose, do you not think the effect of those examples would operate 
upon the minds of those persons to whom you have specially alluded in a former 
answer, and that they would, for their own interests, be disposed to contribute to 
that expense ill a certain degree ?-I apprehend that some would. 

2291. Supposing that instead of being called upon to pay a sum of money down 
for the purpose of removing the population from their estates, the r estates'werEr t41 
be charged with a very small annuity for a long period, of years, upon which'an'noity 
the capital necessary might be raised; and supposing legislative'.m~sures were to paslll, 
enabling the landlord un,der any circumstance~ of settlement' to be so charged; .in 
such a state of things the immediate call upon the present proprietor would of 
~~our5e be very small, as the burthen would be spread over a period of lime, and 
.would to a certain extent affect posterity; do you not think that such an arrangement 
would increase the disposition which might be felt to contribute to this purpose?~ 
1 conceive that a great proportion of the properties in Ireland are under the' control 
of the courts abgvo, undercllstodiams and elegits and other processes of law, and 
that t~lere is a ,su~cession of foyr or five rents, there is the quit and;crown rent' pay .. 
able 111 the IJrst ,mstance, w hleh' the tenant must {Xly; there "are ~hen the' c?unty 
charges he must pay; there are then the church rates, those he must pay'; ,there 
i~ then the clergY!llan'stit~e; he then comes to pay theheall landlord, that clakes 
fIve rents; and 111 most lIlstances, there is an intermediate tenancy of two or 
'tnree more. 

2:2().::!. Are yOll not aware that the most prosprrous tcnant)n Ireland is subjected 
to 
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to those outgoings which you have enumerated ?-I am aware that he is, but it has 
'not the same bearing upon that prosperous tenant as upon that poor creature who 
has not the means of immediately paying" and his cow or his horse is carried to the 
pound and sold for the various payments I have enumerated; if the rent were all 
paid ,to one person, they would throw themselves on his consideration and 
his mercy, and would get time and convenience to pay those things; but here are 
five, six or seven persons to be dealt with, all pressing for their demand one after 
the other, and all the man has is thrown into the pound, and he is ruined. 
t 2293. Can you say from your own experience at what rate of increase the 
population is going, on, whether it has doubled in any given number of years 
in th~ part of the country with which you are acquainted ?-I should not wish to 
take the responsibility of pointing out any partioular ratio, but I have no hesitation 
in saying that it is very considerably increased indeed; I should suppose there are 
.one-third more perflons in existence· now than there were seven years ago. ' 
. 2294; Have you often known it to be the case, that where land has been let on 
life leases, there has been, on the falling in ofthose leases, found a redundant popu
lation; which the landlord was unable to dispose of?-Yes, I have. 

=: 2295. Do you not think that the landlords would in such cases be willing to buy 
off a part of that population, by providing for their emigration ?-I believe they 
w{)ol~ be very well disposed to do it, if they had it in their power, for it is a most 
distressing situation in which they are placed, in turning old dependents from the 
place of their birth. 

2296. If they now contributed to such a purpose, is it your opinion that that. 
wOlild be done on a principle of chatity and humanity, rather than on a principle 
of self-interest ?-Certainly. 
, 2297. Are you not of opinion there are many cases in which, froll} the existence 
of leases, the ,process of ejectment could not be legally enforced, and yet where the 
landlord would be willing, if he could come to an arrangement with a pauper popu
lation, to- remove them from his property ?-I think the landlord would at all times 
be very happy to adopt any plan within the power of his accomplishing, to get rid 
of the excess of population, whom he cannot provide for out of those farms which 
so fall in. 

2298. In cases where the pauper tenant may have a legal title to remain on the 
property until the termination of the lease, and consequently where the landlord has 
nO':immediate legal power of ejectment, are you of opinion that if opportunities of 
removing them satisfactorily by emigration were to be afforded, the landlord would 
not be prepared to anticipate the period of ejectment, by contributing towards their 
removal, provided the tenants were equally disposed to remove?- I apprehend the 
Irish landlord would not do so. 
" l299. Do you apprehend that any considerable body of Irish tenantry would be 
induced under any regulation to leave their lands, as long as they had a legal right 
to remain ?-I am decidedly of opinion they would not do so, nor a great many after 
their legal title ceased. ' 
",2'300. Is there any difficulty in your part of the country, when land is out of 
lease, in getting solvent tenants to take a large quantity of land at a fair value?- -' 
No, there is not • 
• ';'230LSuppose the land was of that description, that to make it productive, it 
should be kept in tillage, could a tenant be found that could keep a hundred acres 
in tillage: in a proper, manner, ,without injuring the staple of the soil?- I do not 
appl'ehend there is a farm, in the county of Limerick and those counties I know, that 
js tilled in a proper manner. 
~23:O2: What" is the' reason for that ?-It is in the first instance from a want of 
capital, ill the next instance from ignorance, and prejudice of old habits, and from 
want of connexion with those persons who would be competent to do it. 

2303. When you sav, from want of capital, do you mean from the not keeping 
sufficie!lt stock, to afford manure, that the land may be kept in a proper state of 
fertility?-N 0, I allude particularly to his means of paying the labourer upon the 
~and) for it is a most ruinous thing, but it is ellually true, that suppose a farmer is .got 
-Who -wil~ take a hundred acres of tillage land, it would be a very natural question, 
tHow. is that hundred acres to be tilled by that man, hy his capital or by what means; 
'I sh()uld answer thatby saying, .he will not. employ his capital in that, but if he 
-takes a hundred ,acres I ,he will select sixty or seventy of that for the purpose of tilling, 
'and .he will divide off the other twenty-five or thirty, and say to on~ poor distressed 
.famIly and 'another, Pay me 41. an acre for this garden, and I wIll allow you 6d. 
a day or 8 d; to pay that enormous rent; and he,hamcsses that .unfortunate creature 
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from the first day of the year to the last at 6 ~ d. a da~, paying that dreadfully over. 
rated rent, and he tills this farm, and at the end ot two years those unfortunate 
people are broken, and he turns them off. 

230 4. Are you of opinion that if it were found possible to remove by emigration 
any considerable number of the labouring classes from this part of the country, such 
a system could continue to be practised?~ I have no hesitation in answering that 
question; J am convinced it would do It away alt?gether, because then there, 
would be sufficient employment for the labourer and tIller of the land, or the capi .. 
talist would be obliged to pay the labourer an ample compensation for his labour, 
and he would be enabled to live, but as it is at present, with the excess of popula .. 
tion, the thing is otherwise. 

230 5. Do not you think that that would depend on the creating new habits In the 
labourers that were left behind ?-In some degree. 

23°0. Do you conceive it possible to remove such a portion of that redundant 
population, as materially to reduce the rate of wages?-I am convinced that if the 
gc:)Vernment established a liberal system of emigration, the emigration would be 
far beyond what is calculated at present, and would materially benefit those who 
remained. 

2307. Are you acquainted with the number of people in the county of Limerick" 
~ccording to the last census ?-I have read the census; I cannot immediately call 
to my recollection the number. 

2308. The population is very great, for the extent of country ?-Yes, very 
great. 

2309. You state, that you think the people are now increasing very rapidly?
I do. 

2310. Those two circumstances, first of a great excess of population, and 
secondly, an increase of it, being taken into the account, what idea have you of 
the number that ought to emigrate from the county of Limerick, to produce the 
result you Ilave in contemplation, namely, of materially improving the condition 
of those who would remain, taking for granted that they would not refill out of the 
I;ldjoining counties ?-I should suppose ten per cent on the labouring classes of the 
county of Limerick would have the effect of raising the value of the labour of the 
remainder. 

:2311 .. Will you state within what time you think the population of the county of 
Limerick has increased ten per cent ?-I really do not think myself competent 
to answer that; I have no doubt that in respect of the families who emigrate 
now, a proportion of three to one would follow them, within the next coming seven 
years. 

2312. You are of opinion that any measures of emigration that were not coupled 
with local measures, calculated to prevent the recurrence of this unnecessary popu
lation, would be comparatively ineffectual ?-Yes. 

2313. Are you not disposed to think that if two hundred thousand labourers
were taken from Ireland, of the class to which you have alluded, though their place 
might be again filled up, very great practical benefit would accrue to Ireland for a 
series of years ?-Entirely so. . 

2314. Is the Committee to understand that in any system of emigration under
taken by government, though a portion of the interest may be repaid ti"om Canada, 
a very small portion of the origin:}l outlay can be procured from Ireland, from 
either landlord or emigrants?-That is my opinion, for the reasons I have before 
gIVen. 

2;315. You think that the whole, or nearly the whole of the original outlay, 
must come from government ?-l should apprehend so; 1 know that the people 
expect it. 

Thomas Spring Rice, Esq. a Member of the Committee; Examined. 

2316. ARE you disposed to concur in the evidence, with respect to a r~dundant 
.population in ireland r-Before I answer that question, I should wish to distinguish 
.between the meaning of . the term redundant population, as applicable to the entire 
surface of the country, and the redundant population of particular districts. In 
respect to particular districts, I conceive that no person can have visited Ireland or 
paid any attention to its condition, who is not aware of districts in which a redun~ 
dan.t popUlation does exist. With respect to the general population of the entire 
COuntry, it is necessary to introduce new ingredients of calculation, and it might 
bec.om~ t!. question whether,,-if the waste. land:; were brOlJght into cu.lt~y~tion, and 

. . if 
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if {the population now concentrated in the poorer arable districts were dispersed 
throughout the country, the population would be considered as redundant. 

2.317. The question applies to the mere redundancy, applying to a disproportion 
of the supply of labour to the demand ?-I conceive there can exist no difference 
of opinion upon that point, but that there does exist a redundancy, and a very 
considerable one, in particular districts. -

2318. Are you of opinion tllat the proprietors of land generally throughout those 
districts where redundancy exists, feel so sensible of the inconvenience they indi
vidually sustain from the redundancy, that they would be disposed to contribute in 
a ,pecuniary sense towards the removal of that population, in whatever manner such 
removal might be carried into effect, provided it were to secure the future comfort 
of the remaining part of the tenantry ?-Where the inheritor of land is immediate} y 
in contact with the occupier, and where under those circumstances a redundancy of 
population has taken place, I conceive it to be so strongly the interest of both 
parties that emigration should be encouraged, that I believe we should find the po
pulation not only willing, but anxious to emigrate, and the landlords not only 
willing, but anxious to contribute towards that emigration, not merely upon the 
principle of benevolence, but upon the principle of deriving in the future produc
tiveness of their land a greater benefit in increased rent than any sacrifice in the 
sbape of pledged annuity or fixed contribution; but in cases where there are inter
mediate tenants with a greater number of middlemen, the benefit of the future 
productiveness of the land by clue cultivation and partition would be divided among 
so many individuals, that it might not be for the interest of anyone of those classes 
to come forward and secure the whole of the annuity or contribution. 
, 2319. How would you consider it in the third case, where land, having been tet on 
life leases, falls in with a number of sub-tenants upon it ?-If that land fell in to the 
head landlord, it resolves itself into the first case I have suggested. 
,', 2320. You have stated, that you think in the case of middlemen there would not 

be the same disposition to contribute, as would exiiit on the part of a principal land. 
lord; but as you have stated that the principal landlord would be disposed to con
tribute, not only from motives of benevolence, but from motives of well understood 
self-interest, would not the same principle apply in some sense to the middleman as 
would apply to the landlord himself?-It would, provided the existing interest of 
the middleman was in value and permanency proportionate to the interest of the in
heritor of the fee; but that is not generally the case, especially taking into account 
,the variety of charges to which Irish landed property is subject, the difficulties of 
renewals, the variations of decisions upon the subject, which have made the property 
of middlemen and of lessees every day more doubtful and more uncertain; there 
has been a decision in the House of Lords lately, which, if applied generally, may 
,break half the leases in Ireland. . 

2321. Although the same degree of interest may not be found in the case of the 
middleman as applied to the landlord, might not the middleman to a great extent, 
with reference to his own particular interest, be disposed to encourage emigration?
To a certain, but I conceive to a very limited extent; for supposing the effort at 
emigration to be so extensive and successful as to lead to a better arrangement 
of fai'ms and a more productive receipt from land, it will be observable that while 
the sacrifice would be thrown upori the middleman, the benefit would be, to a very 
considerable extent, to the reversioner; and to meet the strict justice of the case, 
there ought to be a combined movement between the middleman and the reversioner, 
in proportion to their respective rights and interests; but such a combined move
ment'is one which I conceive it would be quite impossible to calculate upon. 

2322. Where the landlords were disposed to contribute to emigration, do you 
conceive there are, in your part of the country, a great proportion of them who 
would be able to do so?-N ot a very great proportion of them, unquestionably; but 
it is observable that every day in Ireland incl'eases the number of inheritors of land, 
who are disposed to deal directly with their tenantry, and consequently as the num
berof head landlords who undertake the mana!!ement of their estates increases, so 
will increase the means of those head landlords to improve the condition of the 
tenantry themselves; and with that disposition, and with those means, will, I think, 
inc~eas~ the dispositions and the means of contributing to a well regulated system of 
emIgratIOn. ~ 

. 232"3. In the case of landlords who may be disposed to contribute to such a p~r
pose, do you not think that the charging the land with a small annuity fQr a perIod 
<1f years would be considered by them as preferable to the raising a c8:pital ~Y 
themselves in the first instance ?-Speaking with regard to myself, and speakmg WIth 
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regard to a majority of the inheritors of land with whom I have conversed, I 'heve: 
no hesita~ion in expressing that my ?wn, a~d what I should conceive t~cir interes~ 
would be in favour of a fixed and Immediate payment, rather thanmcumbeP.itlg 
their property with any annuity, and froID the co~munications I have seen, I &AQU)d, 
think that, both on principles of benevolence and mterest, they could have. no.hesit~ 
tion in making advances equal to those which have been suggested in this Com
mittee. 

2324. In point of fact, supposing that ~ 00 t. were t~ be the amount considerett 
necessary for a particular landlord to con!f1bute, you thmk there ",ould be. a prefef-: 
ence on the part of that landlord to contribute that at once, rather than charge his:' 
property with an annuity of 61. a-year for sixty years?-If my opinion is asked] 
whether the landlords in Ireland would prefer a· system of immediate payment, or 
subjecting tbeir estat~s to annuities, I should say imm.ediate pay~nt; and I think 
the system of immediate payment would prevent possIble abuses In the efforts ma~ 
at el1Jigrntion, and would evidently prevent any deficiency arising to the public from, 
a nonperformance of the engagements entered into. At prese~t, if a Jauded pro
prietor acquires the possession of an estate, he finds that there IS a certa~n e~pense: 
to which he must go in order to render that estate productive; the state of the: 
population impedes tveryeffort at rational improvement. In tbose cases of popu-: 
lation locally redundant wbich have been alluded to, and the payment of a regul.ated: 
sum to assist such of the tenantry as may be willing to emigrate, the rate tobe.putr 
down by the landlord is so much of capital advanced for the improvement of that 
farm, and I believe it iB the part of the capital which will afford the surest return,. 
not only repaying its own interest, but rendering all future applications of capital. 
more productive of interest also. 

232,5. Putting aside all consideration of an annuity of sixty years, are you,of. 
opinion, in the same supposed case of 100 t. that to pay it back by instalments ill 
five or ten years would be more satisfactory than immediate payment ?-I c.an cQn
ceive cases to exist in which facilities might be advantageously given by receiving; 
the payment by instalmcnts; but as a general rule I unquestionably would prefer, 
that of fixed payment. , 

2326. You have founded your general \icws on a very importallt distinction, be-; 
tween those landlords who can come into aclllai contact with a cultivating tenant" 
and those whose estates are more or less occupied by middlemen; do not you know 
that partly from the origillal circumstances of the settlement of Ireland, and partly 
frollJ the exalllple which that mode of settlement has induced our ancestors ami· 
predece5sors to follow in the grant of their lands, a very large proportion of Irel~Jld: 
is so held that the head landlord never can come into contact with the cultivating, 
tenant ?-To answer the question which is put, it is necessary to make .a . more 
minute distinction between the species of tenancy in Ireland. Many of.the tenalJcies 
which have been created by the political circumstances to which reference h.as been 
made in the question, are leases in which the reserved rents and tbecovenants; 
reduce the actual inheritor of the estate, the head landlord, into the situation more 
of an annuitant, deriving a certain income out of the rent, rather than that of tJt~ 
proprietor of the estate; in those cases I should hold the middleman to bea species, 
of quasi proprietor, subject to the chief rent or the quit rent payable to another .. 
To all those cases, the observations which have been hitherto applied to proprie-: 
tors of estates would apply; but what I have said of middlemen of sub·tenanci~s" 
I applied more particularly to sub-tenancies created in modern times, or it' created: 
in ancient times, incumbered with rent or with covenant so as to reduce tbem witbi!}; 
the second class; and with regard to those latter, I do not conceive that the 
nwnber of them or the extent of land covered by such tenancies is so v.ery gre!lt, 
and so far from its being increasing, I am sure it is a diminishing extent every. day .. , 

2327. Then it follows, that whatever be the proportion of.that species Qf land
lord, who may be considered as a perpetual rent charger, such proporti09, gege
rally speaking, are so sure of their obtaining under allY circumstances their rent
charge, that they would not be inclined to contribute any thing probably to tbe ex
pen.se~ of e~igration?- I cannot illJagine that such persons would,. but I conceive 
t~eJr I~nllledlate less~es would stand minus the rent to the superior ~andlord, pre
CIsely III the same sltu~tion as if they were fee-simple proprietors; and I may be 
~llowed to add, th~t tlllS species of tenure is very much diminishing in I~eland, for 
It has become ·the mt~re:~t?f the lessees, subject to the quit-rents and· chief-ren~s, 
t() purchas~, and the Il1dlVJduals ent~tl~d to the quit-rents have found a rate of pur
chase so IVgh offered,for t?em, .t?at It IS m~ch, 1!lOre for their in~erest.and advantage. 
to snll, so that there IS a diSpOSItion on the one hand on the part of the lessees of the 

present 
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present proprietors to become fee:simpJe proprietors, and on the other hand a 
.di~position on the part of the fee-simple proprietor t.o deal directly with the occu
pying tenants; therefore as far as both those causes are concerned, the difficulties 
adverted to in the way of contribution of the landlord are diminishing_ . 
, 2328. You have alluded to the intermediate proprietors, who become fee-simple 

proprietors if they can succeed in purchasing those lands; in such a case you do 
not 'conceive there is any distinction between those persons and landlords who have 
mortgages to an equal extent upon their property ?-I can conceive no other dis
tinction, except that it may become a more easy matter to pay ofr a mortgage than 
to buyout the head landlord, the one proceeding lying at the option of the party, 
and the other supposing a contract between the two persons. 
"',2329,' You have mentioned two classes of proprietors who in your opinion would 
be disposed to contribute towards emigration; the one, landlords having their pro
perty in fee-simple, on whose estates there are no middlemen, and secondly, lessees 
~ho have a fee-simple possession of the property with the exception of a quit-rent bear
ing a very small proportion; are you not of opinion that an absentee landlord would 
be equally disposed with a resident landlord to contribute to the expenses of emigra
tion where his agent is not in the light of a middleman, but his representative in his 
immediate relations with his tenalltry ?-If the absentee landlord has as full a know
ledge of what it may be for his interest to do as the resident proprietor, and has as 
quick a sensibility to the obligations which he owes to the tenantry upon his estate, 
I'think his conduct would be precisely the same as that of the resident proprietor, but 
the difficulty to which absentee estates are liable is, that they are neither possessed 
by individuals having as much knowledge of their real interests, the same or as much 
mealls of considering the wants of the occupying tenants, as resident proprietors 
necessarily must have. There can be no general rule 1\ ith regard to the comparative 
merits of the system of management on abselltee estates or resident estates. Some 
'of. t}:le best managed estates in Ireland are, I btlieve, the absentee estates, and 
some of the worst managed estates I know are th(~ estates of some residents; but 
taking men of the sallle capacity and the same feeling, there is a better chance of 
having an estate well managed if the individual is re~ident than where he is an 
absentee . 
.. '2330. Do you not conceive that where there is this superiority of management 
on the property of absente>es, it Illay arise from the absentee landlords having gene
rally more capital? -1 think that in tbe tirst instance it presupposes the existence of 
such excess of capital. because unless it did, it would be difficult for an abselltee to 
supply by a resident agent, who must be a persoll of high character, and adequately 
paid, that personal superintendence which is withheld in consequence of the pro
prietor's nonresidence; but in addition to this, I conceive there is another principle 
which ~operates with regard to the irlJprovement of ab~entee estates, that especially 
of late there has been a disposition on the part of English non-resident proprietors 
to introduce English habits, and the performance of the English duties of a land
lord, with reference to their Irish property as well as with reference to their English 
'estates, so that they not only bring more capital, but more intelligence and know-
ledge with respect to th~ principl~s on which tl!e estate should b: ma.n~ged. . 
". 233 1 • Do you not thmk there IS also a certam degree of .publIc opmlon operatmg 
'upon those great landed proprietors, that makes them anxIOus to compensate, by 
a greater attentiori to their estates, for the want of that moral effect which their 
residence would have ?-That cause acts UpOIl minds of a particular cast and cha
racter,' and Dlay be traced, I doubt not, as one of the principles which has led to the 
improvement of some absentee estates . 
• 2332. Upon the whole, do you think that there will be any very considerable 

'di$position on the part of the Irish landholders to contribute either directly or re
IIJotely from their own private funds for the purposes of emigration?- I have very 
little doubt upon the subject; I think they will find it both their interest and their 
dllty to make such~ effort; all the eyidcnce I h~ve given has presupposed !hat 
which I know to be the fact, namely, that the peasailtry themselves are most anxIOus 
to profit by any scheme of emigration; for it will be visible to the Committee that 

. 'any 'attempt at a forced emigration, or an emigration influenced by the landlord f~r 
his own profit and against the feeling of the community at large, would be inapph
cable any where, but most peculiarly inappiicable, cruel and dangerous in Ireland; 
it is uponthe':pl'inciple that a certain proportion of the population are anxious to ~o 
and too seek for 'that happiness and- comfort elsewhere which they cannot find m 
Ireland, atld .which their landlords, if they had the means of giving the~ up the 
absolute\ fee-simple possession of the land, could not afford them in many ll1stances, 
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and which, even in instances in which th~y did affo~d it .the~~ would only gi~ 
them a temporary relief, postponing the evJi day, but Insurm~ !ts approaeh ~t afu .. 
ture time' it is in such cases as that, and under such SUppositions, that I thllik tb~ 
tenantry ~ould be anxious to go, and landlords to assist them at a greater pecunia., 
sacrifice than any I have here heard suggested. 

Mercurii, 17° die Maii, 1826. 

William Henry Bodkin, Esq. called in; and bxammea. 

2333. IN your situation as secretary to the Mendicity Society, have you any 
particular opportunities of judging of the effect which the influx of Irish labourers 
into England may have had upon the employment of the English p')or?-I have 
had some opportunities of judging, and I should conceive that it must very 
materially operate to reduce the wages of some kinds of labour. ' 

2334. On what facts do you ground that opinion ?-The extremely low rate at 
which Irish people are contented to work, wherever I have had opportunities of 
witnessing it. ~1I;' 

2335. "Can you state any particulars on that point?-In the year 1822, 1lhe 
Mendicity Society adopted a sy~tem of employment, which consisted in the breaking 
of stones for the paving of roads on the new principle; and at that employment; 
the Society paying those who were so employed eight-pence a ton, a man would 
earn a shilling or eighteen-pence a day, some of them not more than eight-pence1 
others as low as sixpence a day; this was an employment which few if any of the 
English poor would, under any circumstances I have seen them placed in, accept; 
but the Irish accepted it cheerfully, and earning, as I have said, not more than 
sixpence or eight-pence a day, they were contented to labour at it, and only, re.
gretted when they were under the necessity of discontinuing it. 

2336. And you have not been able to induce English labourers, under the same 
circumstances, to accept of that employment ?-In very few instances" and in 
those instances for a very short period. 

2337. Do you not consider the year 1822, in consequence of the peculiar 
distresses which existed at that time in T reland, is rather to be considered as an. 
exception? - No, I do not; because there is the same disposition on the part of. 
~he Irish labourers to do that work now, if we thought it right to give it; but the 
effect of our system, we soon found, was to encourage emigration from Ireland to, 
a very.f~arful extent, so much so that we were ohliged to communicate with the 
authOrities of Cork, and other places, upon the subject. We represented to them, 
that a vast number of persons were leaving Ireland under the impression that there 
was suitable employment for them in London, . and we requested the local autho
rities in Ireland to set the people right upon that particular. That communication 
was not sufficient, however, entirely to check the evil; and we were therefore under' 
the nec~ssity of refusing to give this employment to Irish people, unless they had 
been in this country for a certain time. To all new comers we are still compelled, 
to ~efuse it, unless I,Inder very special circums!ances. F~rom aU the means of.obser
vatlOn I have had, I do not hesitate to beheve that If there was a certamty of. 
obtaining any kind of work, affording a reasonable prospect of getting even sixpenc81 
a day, it would induce the Irish poor to come over here in great numbers. 

2338. Yau have stated that vou put the Irish to a species of work which English 
labourers would not do ;-Exactly so. 

~339· D~ you think, then, that putting Irish labourers to worls for a price at 
wlllch. Enghsh labourers will not pertorm the same employment, has had any 
matenal effect upon the rate of wages?-When I said that English labourers will 
not du the work, I meant to say that the great .majority of the English poor, who 
c~~e under our notice, would not do it upon our terms; they expressed their 
'\Yllhngness t~ work, but i.mm~diately absconded; but the same. work is in fact 
done by Enghs~ labourers In different parts of the country, and In London also, 
but th~y ~re .pal? a' higher rate of wages, because the work being supplied by us, as 
a publIc InstitutIon, we considered we were not justified in giving a full rate of 
wages. 
( 2349. Haye you had ~ny decided proof of the effect of the influx of Irish labour 

upon wag~s In any par~Icular district?-N 0, I have not; and it would b~ ex
t~~mely dIfficult to obtam positive proof fi)f that kind.in a place so extensive and·-IO' 

peculiaa: 
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,pec~liar as London; but that it must affect the wages of the harder kinds of labour, 
I thmk, can scarcely admit of a question. 
.,2341. Has the 'number of Irish flowing into London very much increased within 
~he last three years ?-With the exception of the influx in 1822, I do not think 
~t ,has. 

2342. Y ouare of opinion that there was a greater increase after the encourage
ment you gave, by affording employment in the way you have mentioned ?-There 
_was a.considerable increase at that time, which ceased upon the explanation we gave, 
and the alteration in our system, which I have before mentioned. 
. .2343. ~o you know the average influx of Irish labourers within any given time, 
Into the neIghbourhood of London ?--It is impossible to form an estimate; and I 
would take the liberty to suggest that it would he a most valuable kind of informa
to procure, if it could be done by any Parliamentary interference or by regulations 
~t the p~rts at which they come; but I have never seen any returns that give that 
loformauon. 

2344. Are you aware whether Irish labourers generally, excluclingthe particular 
season to which you first alluded, are able to work at lower wages than English 
labourers of the same class ?-I think there is no doubt of it; as bricklayers la
,bourers, and in the lower and harder kinds of employment of that description, they 
are willing to work at lower wages than the same class of English poor; and in 
fact, some particular descriptions of labour the Irish appear to have secured to them
selves exclusively . 
. 2345. Do you think they do so habitually ?-I do; and they are generally found 
willing to do those kinds of work to which English labourers are averse. 

2346. Has it ever stmck you that emigration might be a desirable remedy for the 
mendicity of London ? -There is one class of vagrant, if they could be made objects 
of ,such a plan as this, that I think it would be extremely desirable to send out of 
the country; I allude to boys. There is a very large number of boys in the metropolis, 
leading an idle desultory life, many of them orphans or deserted, or chilrlren of 
Irish parents, who have no claim upon parishes. Many of these boys have no 
guardians or protectors of any kind, and it is from them that the gangs of pick
poekets, and of those persons who commit offences, are, I think, to a great extent 
supplied. A great number sleep in the market-places and situations of that kind in 
London; and I have observed that even though there were receptacles open for the 
reception of the houseless, many of those boys preferred herding together in the 
way I have described. I think if any judicious scheme could be devised for the 
sending away those boys, it would be a great public benefit; and I have several times 
suggested it to persons of influence. 

2347. Can you sllggest any provision against the recurrence of that evil in Lon
don; would not the natural result of the removal of any number of those boys be, 
that other children would be sent up to London to take their chance of being re
~oved in the same way ?-That is an objection which would, more or less, apply 
to any scheme of the kind, and to any attempt to mitigate by emigration the evils 
by-which we are surrounded. I think, too, that the number of these boys has been 
greatly increased by the alteration which has been effected lately in the treatment 
of the Irish poor; the alteration to which I allude is that which is made by the 
59th of the late King, by that Act the Irish poor were suddenly shut out from all 
relief from the parishes in England, which although a most important alteration in 
the system of the poor laws, has incidentally had the effect I mention; even English 
children, if born of Irish parents, not being considered to have any right to parochial 
care; many of them therefore leave their parents, or are deserted by them, and too 
fl'equently take. to vicious courses, and swell the number of this class of vagrants, if 
they may be so <;lesignated, very materially. The removal of such boys would hardly 
cause others to come up to fill their places in the metropolis; however, I am not 
prepared to say, to a certain extept, that it would not have that effect. 

2348. Do you think that if means were provided, and the offer made to them to 
emigrate to any of our settlements, and be there provided for, they would be in
clined to go?-I think many of them would. 

2349. Do you mean that you think those would be inclined to go who have n~t 
actually become depraved ?-I mean those who are on the neutral ground as It 
:were, j~t upon the verge of profligacy and vice; I think that a great many under 
such cil;~qmstances would gladly avail themselves of such an offer. . . 

2350 •. Do you think that their habits are such as would tend to IncapacItate 
the~ for labotir ?-It might, I think, be fairly expected that when remov~d from 
-their present. associations, and· from the influence of bad examples to which they 
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are exposed, particularly when they are young, they would betake thelliselves to 
honest employment. . •. . 

235]. You are well acquamted, the c.:0mm.ltt~e understand; wIth the publi~ 
charities of London ?-I have taken an actIve part In several. . 

235 2 • Do you think it would be possible to com~ine .with the general system of 
those public charities any well digested p~an of emIg~a.~IOn.?--:I ha.ve heard many 
persons, who are active members of t.he dlffe~en~ I;>ubhc instItutIOns In .London, ex
press an ardent desire to co-operate In any JUdICIOUS measure that mIght be pro;;.· 
posed to forward emigration. 

2353. From your experience, will. you have the good~ess to state whether yol,l 
think that the mendicity and pauperIsm of London have Increased or decreased of 
late ?-I think that mendicity as well as pauperism in London have decreased of 
late, especially if viewed with reference to the increase in the population. 

2354. You think that there are fewer hands out of em~loyment now than 
formerly?-I cannot say that there are fewer hands Ollt ot employ now than 
formerly, but I think there has been a relative decrease of the persons who beg in 
the metropolis, and who apply to parishes for relief.. -

2355. Do you think there is as much labour for the poor In London as there used 
to be, or that there is more difficulty in getting employment?-The honourable 
Committee are aware there has been a pressure lately, affecting the workmen- in 
Spital-fields, and partially felt in other districts; but, looking at those applicants who 
come to our office, I do not find that there is a more general complaint than usual. ' 

2356. Then, from your experience, you would not say that with reference to jour
neymen employed by the different trades, that there was a want of labour ?-If the 
effect is excepted which has been produced upon particular trades by the recent 
convulsion, I do not think there has been. ; 

2357. Do you think that the population at present in London is above the de
mand for labour?- It is an exceedingly difficult question to answer, but as far- as 
I have had means of judging, and with the exception I have before made, I do not 
think it is. I may perhaps be allowed to say that I am strongly of opinion that the 
law of settlement has a great tendmcy to increase our difficulties, by preventing 
a free circulation of labour; it has the effect of preventing persons not wanted in 
their own parisbes going to others where a demand for labour existed. 

2358. Have you ohserved any thing in the character of the Irish population that 
would lead you to suppose they would readily fall in with a scheme of emigration, if 
proposed ?-I should say that I have a most decided conviction that any thing of 
the kind would be embraced with avidity by the Irish poor, from having observed on 
several occasions that any movement in London which affected them was conveyed, 
communicated to, and acted upon by them instantaneously. 

2359. You mean any appearance of employment ?-Any appearance of employ
ment or of relief. At the time that the large subscription was first agitated, as soon 
as by possibility the account of the meeting held in London could have reached Ireland, 
persons came over in consequence, as they said, of the measures that were taking for 
the relief of the Irish., No sooner had we commenced employing persons in the way 
I have before mentioned, than the intelligence reached Ireland, and great numbers 
immediately came from Cork and other places, bringing their wives and children with 
them; they came to Red Lion-square, and sat down on the pavement in such 
numbers that we were quite alarmed. - ; 

2360. Is it your opinion that the London parishes would be inclined to avail 
themselves of the plan of emigration which has been suggested. to such an extent as 
~o saddle themselves with a certain proportion of the expense ?-It would depend~ 
In a great measure, upon the amount of expense . 

. 23? 1. It is proposed that they should provide the means of emigration for a man, 
hIS WIfe and two children, by charging themselves with the payment of 3/. lOS. 

a year for seven years ?-I do not think that the London parishes would avail them-
selves of such an offer. . 

2362. State your reasons for that opinion ?-My reasons are, because able-bodied 
labourers (and such only I presume would be contemplated) are not allowed to be 
perman~ntly chargeable upon parishes in London, and because the parishes would 
fear to mduce people to become chargeable for the purpose. . 

2363. Hav.e you any means of knowing the annual expense of such a family to 
a London parIsh ?-I should doubt whether an able-bodIed man with a wife and 
tw~ children is to be found permanently supported by a London parish;. London 
parIshes have an advantage over the generality of country parishes in this respect. 
that they have workhouses, and if the officers offer to take a family into the work-

house 
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house and employ the man, the jurisdiction of the magistrate is at an end, the magis
trates have no power to enforce further relief, and a great many of those persons 
refuse to avail themselves of the offer to be taken into the house, and in fact they 
provide for themselves. )-S, 

[Lieutenant Colonel Cockburn delivered in the following Statement:] 

IN reference to the question put to me, on the 28th of April, by the Com
mittee, and which question is numbered 1570, the following Remarks are 
very respectfully submitted: . 

W. H. Bodlcin, 
Esq. 

'-----....~ 
17 May, 
18~6. 

Lieut. Cui. 
CockbuTl'. 
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. THERE appears to be no"doubt that if an emigration can be duly effected on 
an extensive scale, it will tend in a great measure to relieve the distresses existing 
in the mother couiltry, to improve the state of the colonies, and at no very distant 
petiod to establish in a permanent and comfortable independence many thousands 
of English. Irish, and Scotch, who are now experiencing all the horrors of beggary 
and want. Desirable, however, as it would be to carry through an arrangement so 
important and beneficial in its general results, it should not be concealed that the 
doing so must of necessity involve an expenditure of very considerable amount. 
'The evidence before the Committee would warrant that the average cost of con- Appendix, N° 11. 

veying a settler from this country, with a wife and three children, placing them on 
their lands, and supporting them for a year, would amount to about 110/., or about 
22/. for each individual. 

l\[r. Robinson's detailed statement, for the ,c/iS emigrants which he took out in 
18:23, averages a few shillings more; but the proportion of men on that occasion 
was very great;' (a strong proof that 2'21. may, generally speaking, be considered as 
amply sufficient.) The sum paid by Mr. Robinson, for the passage and provisions 
from J reland to Quebec, amounted to about 7 I. each; it would therefore be correct Appendix, N° u. 
to divide the total expenditure into 7/. for the voyage, and 151. for all ulterior 
charges. It ,",ill be seen by reference to a report, which J had the honour of 
drawing up'for'the information of Lord Dalhousie, in the year 1821, and which 
his Lordship forwarded to the Colonial Department, that 167 families, sent out p, 223, infra. 
from Lanarkshire, averaged, as nearly as possible, five individuals to each family, 
the total number being 833, and that the expense incurred on hccount thereof, 
exclusive of the voyage to Quebec, was 111. 3 s. 7 d. each. But Mr. Robinson's 
settlers were provided with the following articles, none of which were estimated for 
in the enumeration of articles supplied to the Lanark settlers; viz. 

182 cows - £. 819 
Farming utensils 230 
Assistance in building houses 450 
Guides to show the lands ) 50 
Seed corn and seed potatoes 364 
Medical advice and medicines 100 
Shoes and flannel 150 

TOT.U £. 2,263 

Which if divided amongst the 568 settler5, will account for near 4/. to each; thus 
ma~ing the expenditure on the Lanark emigration in 1820, and that conducted by 
Mr. Robinson in 18:23, nearly equal. It should however be observed, in making 
this c<?mparison, that the Lanark settlers were charged three shillings each for 
expenses of survey, and five shillings and ten-pence each for their patent grants; 
and that the assistance afforded to the Lanark settlers, after being placed on their 
lands, was an advance in money by different instalments, amounting in the whole 
to 8/. for each settler, whether man, woman, or child, and which sum would have 
been 'equal to supplvingprovisions for them for eighteen months, the full ration 
consisting of one pound of flour and one pound of pork, and each of the 167 
families receiving rations in the following proportions, viz.-for 

I man 1 full ration 
~ 1 woman '. f - - dO 

2 children -i- - - dU 

- 1 child ! - - dO 

The Re~Ul'ns from which these calculations are taken, are herewith transmitted, pp. 2~3, ~24& 2~5, 
and marked NO.1 and 2. A return of implements supplied to the Lanark settlers infra. 
is a~so transmitted, inarKed NO.3. I have been thus detailed in my reference to 
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the relative expense incurre~ on account of the L~nark settlers $eot out in 18291 
and those of the settlers whIch went from Ireland. 10 1823 under the superinteD~ 
dence of Mr. Robinson, in the hope of thus affordmg to the Committee a fair data 
on which to estimate the expense of future emigration. In sending settlers to Upper 
Canada on any future occasions, I am not aware of any material saving which could 
be expected to take place. The present low state of transport, and makiog some 
alteration in the ration to be issued on t~e passage out, might reduce the charge 
from England to Quebec. I send herewIth a return marked NO.4, showing the 
prices at which the Navy Board would probably at the present time obtain COIl

tracts for conveyance and vict~alling of emig~ants t? Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 
Quebec and Montreal, by WhICh the <,?ommlttee wIll see ~he utmost savings which 
can be made in these respects, unless It be deemed expedIent to make some altera
tion in the ration, and to substitute potatoes in the early part of the voyage, and 
oatmeal in the latter part, and dried fish during the whole period, in lieu of the 
pork, beef and flour, at present issued. The expens~ of conveying the Lanark set
tlers from Quebec to the place of settlement was estImated, by the return marked 
No. ], at 2/. 8 s. 6d. each. The expense for the Irish emigrants sent out in 1823. 
I should imacrine was about the same; but the statements in Appendix No.2, from 
page 58 to 6~, are not sufficiently explicit to enable me to make an accurate com
parison. The statement in Appendix NO.1, page 22, makes the expense of con
veying a settler from Quebec to the place of his location 61. 15S. This seems to 
me much overrated, unless the emigrant is to be sent to the very distant part of the 
province. The statement of similar description, in page 23, estimates the ex~ 
pense at 3/. 5 s.; one-half le'ss than the preceding one. I take it, however, that the 
statement concerning the Lanark settlers, contained in return NO.2, and con
firmed by Mr. Robinson's returns, will give a fair aveFage of this part of the 
expenditure, and that the several items of expeuditure cannot be estimated less than 
as follows: 

V oyage to Quehec 
From Quebec to place of settlement 

£. s. d. 
6 
2 10 

12 10 -
Expense on land, including a cow to every four} 

persons - - - - - - - ____ _ 
£.21 

And that even to keep it as low as this, will require great care and management. 
The only practicable way, then, of lowering the expense of sending out and providing 
for the emigrants, must be by changing the place to which they are to be sent; and 
in naming to the Committee the different places which suggest themselves in British 
North America, as fit for the reception of settlers, I shall endeavour to bring under 
consideration the relative advantages and disadvantages of each. 

Mr. U niacke in his evidence befQre the Committee, speaks in favourable terms 
of this province, and states the vacant and good disposable lands of the Crown 
therein at 1,.100,000 or ~,ooo,ooo of acres, which, if the latter case be correct, 
would .be sufficient for 20,000 heads of families at 100 acres each. In sending 
settlers to Nova Scotia the voyage might be considered as one-third shorter, and 
a saving be therefore expected in the price of transport; but not to the extent of 
one-third, as the difficulty of obtaining freight from Halifax would in some degree 
operate to the disadvantage of the ship. A saving from the place of disembarkation 
to the place of settlement might also be reckoned upon. Meat and flour are, 
I should imagine, of somewhat higher value here than in Canada; but if fish 
aod potatoes were substituted as part of the provisions to be supplied to the emi
grants, a great saving might be made in this respect, and the items of expenditute 
might then be supposed to stand as follows : 

Voyage 
Transport to place of settlement 
Provisions, including a cow to every four settlers,l 

£. s. d. 

5 
,1 10 -

10 10 and supp~sing fish and potatoes to form a parts 
of the ratIOns - - - . _ _ _ _ __ 

]7 

lite 
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, 'oj :The latitude of Nova Scotia, and that part of Upper Canada to which' the settlers 
'have lately been sent, is nearly the same. The climate of the two places is also 
very similar; but I should take Nova Scotia, from its vicinity to the sea, to be 
rather the healthier of the two; and the collieries in this part of British America 
;hold out some further inducement to prefer sending settlers to it, rather than to either 
of the Canadas. If, then, these circumstances are considered, together with the 
relative expenses of sending settlers to Canada or to Nova Scotia, it will, I think, 
appear manifest to the Committee that the latter place holds out too many advan-
tages to be overlooked, if any general emigration should be decided on. 

Lieut. Col. 
Cockburn. 
~ 

17 l\Jay, 
1826. 

New Brunswick, Cape Breton, and Prince Edward's Island, although as yet not so New Brunswick, 
far advanced in agricultural improvements as Nova Scotia, have each a considerable Ca.pe Breton, , 

portion of goo~ a~d vac~nt lands~ say N.ew Bruns~ick 2,000,000, .or,much more if ;:;:ne
:. Edward s 

the boundary hne IS run In compliance wIth the clallliS of Great BrItaIn. 
Cape Breton 600,000. 

Prince Edward's Island 50,000. But as the&e places are similarly situated, and 
~old out similar advantages as Nova Scotia, I shall class them therewith. 

The next nearest place for settlements is the eastern part of the Canadas; viz. the Gaspe, 
district of Gaspe; and however much it may have been hitherto neglected, there are 
few parts of British America better worth attending to ; this seems to be the very 
key to the St. Lawrence. The bay of Chalem affords many good and safe har-
bours and anchorages, but none finer (indeed I believe there can be none finer) 
~han the bay of Gaspe. TlJere is already a considerable trade both in fish and 
timber to this place, which I have no doubt would very materially increase in the 
event of the number of inhabitants being augmented by directing a part of the 
~tream of emigration to this neighbourhood. It has !ong appeared very desirable, 
and for many reasons, that a communication from New Brunswick to Quebec, 
through the district of Gaspe, by the lake and river called Matapedia, and thence 
towards and along the shores of the St. Lawrence, should be established. The 
quantity of good and vacant land in this district is very considerable, and the supply 
of fish (but particularly salmon, herrings and cod) highly abundant. The objec. 
tions to this district are, the very few inhabitants, the small proportion of land which 
has been improved owing to the greater part of the inhabitants living by fishing 
I;ather than by agriculture, the small supply of cattle and other provisions, the 
great want of roads, and the coldness of the climate. With respect to the latter, 
the inhabitants have, however, invariably stated it to be quite as good or better than 
Quebec. Most of these objections would evidently and gradually diminish as 
the country was settled, and the district of Gaspe, no doubt, become as valuable 
~ possession' to the mother country as any part of British America, the attention 
of government once directed to this place; and 1 cannot but believe that Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick, and Lower Canada, would each contribute towards effect-
ing a good and practicable road between Halifax and Quebec. 

The next place in ascending the river St. Lawrence, where settlements might be River Saqutnay. 
effected to considerable extent, and with a fair prospect of success, is on the river 
~aquenay. The harbour ofTadousac, which is at the mouth of the Saquenay, is rather 
more than one degree to the northward of Quebec, and on this spot there are a few 
~o~ses. The river Saquenay has not been regularly surveyed, many persons have, 
however, ascended it, and from their reports it appears that this river takes a 
westerly direction, and is navigable for ninety miles, even for ships of heavy tonnage. 
The timber is said to be of that description which indicates good land; the climate 
tp be about the same as at Quebec, and the fact of melons ripening in the open air 
~as been ascertained. There can be no doubt were settlements effected on this river, 
a large supply of fish might be obtained, but it will be evident all other supplies 
must in the first instance be sent there. The fineness of this river has long ex-
c}~ed a wish to have settlements in its neighbourhood, and the doing so would cer-
tamly open a new timber country of much easier access from the ocean than any of 
t~ose situated higher on the St. Lawren~e. 

-: The two parts of Lower Canada where there is the largest portion,of vacant lands Lower Canaua. 
tp be granted in free ~nd ,common soccage, are the eastern townships and the left. 
bank Of the Grand or Ottawa river. There can be no doubt that either the one or . 
~ 404." F f 4 . the 
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the other will afford sufficient means of locating a very large proportion' of emigrants, 
but my own opinion is decidedly in favour ~f establishing. the. e~jgl'a.nts- on the 
lands in the neighbourhood of the Ottawa, In preference to sendIng tnem to the 
eastern townships, for the following reasons: . 

The FI'ench Canadians are apprehensive (and I think not without some cause) 
that ere long there will be a sc~rcity of th~t descripti?n of ~acant lands, t?e parti
cular tenure of which they conSIder bes,t sUited to th~Ir habits" and to WhICh they 
have been invariably accustomed; , the Increase ,of theIr pop~latlOn of cOUl'se affords 
just grounds. for the increase of thIs appr~hension. The dI,stance and diffic,ulty of 
communication from the eastern townshIps towards the fiver St. Lawrence is in 
evidence before the Committee j but I think no questions were'asked as to the com
munications between the townships and the United States, otherwise it would also, 
.1 believe, have appeared that in such respect, very little, if any,·. difficulty exists. If, 
then, the communication from the townshIps to the States IS good, and to the 
St. Lawrence bad, it is surely evident that to the States the attention of those 'Who 
settle in the townships will inevitably Le directed. 1 have long regretted the encou
ragement which has ofiate been given to opening communications from th~ United 
States towards the south bank of the St. Lawrence; in the event of future wars 
the impolicy of having so done will, I suspe~t, be felt. The barrier which The Blish 
afforded was the best which could be offered; it can no longer be said to exist. 
The best "lIhich can be offered in its place is a dense population ·of French Cana
dians, who, from the entire difference not only in language and religion but in every 
habit of life, will I firmly believe never be induced to mix or traffic with the 
Americans. \Vould it not be well, then, to appropria~e the waste lands in that 
direction to an extension of seigneuries and a continuous chain of French Canadian 
settlements from the St. Lawrence towards the States? . 

A better militia than that of Lower Canada does not exist j a more tractll.bie or 
well disposed people than the lower orders of French Canadians I never saw. The 
front townships on the left bank of the Ottawa are, I fear, already disposed of; and 
this is the more to be lamented, as until arriving at Hull scarcely any improvements 
have been made therein j were these front townships vacant, they would on e,very 
account be as valuable as any lands in either province, their short distance. from 
Montreal, the fine navigable river on which they are situated, the, rich timber with 
which they are co\'ered, the fertility of the extensive valleys lying in their rear, and the 
entire security of situation from American inroad or communication, all enhance their 
value; in addition to which, a car-al is now cutting by government, in tne to\\:nshlp 
of Grenville, to enable vessels to pass up and down, without encountering the diffi
culties and dangers of the Long Sault rapids, and with a view to establishing a com-. 
munication between Lower Canada and the Upper Province distinct from the 
St. I~awrence. It is on these grounds that I should recommend. the vacant lands 
nearest to the Ottawa as more eligible for settlements than any others above 
Quebec; many rivers and streams run through them, and discharge into the Ottawa., 
which in this part of it is in no way inferior to the St. Lawrence, with the great and 
powerful advantage of having both its banks in your own possession. ]n proceedin~ 
up the Ottawa river there is no fear of settlers ~eing allured over: to tl)e States; OQ 
placing them on lands in its vicinity, there is a fair prospect of their retaining the 
feelings ~nd ,habits of the country they have ieft. , Should the idea of making a water 
commumcatlOn from the Ottawa to Kingston, In Upper Canada, by means of the 
Rideau, be put in force, settlers so placed will be in the immediate.neighbourho<:Jd 
to assist in and be assisted by so extensive an undertaking. It is true there is 
a want of roads in this part of the country, but even inthis respect I am not aware 
of any place where opening communications will be attended with more lasting or 
in~reasing advantages, or where less expenditure in this way will be required ... t\ re
ference to any map of the Canadas will more fully explain to the Committee the 
advantages of this situation. The agricultural success and opinions of a man of the' 
name of Wright, who has settled in the township of Hull, is perhaps the best pro<:>f 
tbat can be offered of the capability and richness of the soil. 
. The relative advantages of the various but more distant situations in Upper Canada' 

are too well known to the Committee to require my entering into dctail"thercon; 
I shall th.erefore merely suggest, that on aCl:Ount of our principal naval depot for 
Lakes Ene and Huron being now at PenetauO'ushine, I should recommend, in, ltJe 
event of emigrants being sent as far as York, ~hat settlements should .b~ established, 
betwee,n Lakes Simcoe and H4lron, in the vicinity of the Pelletaugushine road, i;l~J(f' 
extendmg towards the Notawasawga river. -The Committee are so fully aware of 
. : the 
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the . nuisance arising from the clergy reserves, the hindrance to settlement, and 
the enotmous additional expense incurred in establishing emigrants, owing to the 
want of roads and to the inconvenience and iltiustice of persons holding large tracts 
of land without in any way contributing to their improvement, that it will be un
necessary to enlarge thereon. I shall, therefore, conclude this statement with such 
remarks as I consider in like manner applicable to new settlements in general. No 
time should be lost in directing the officers administering the governments in the 
different colonies to send home returns, pointing out the different townships that 
have been laid out, the years they were surveyed, the present state of their popula
tion, the number of lots they contain, and distinguishing as minutely as possible 
the number of lots granted and the number still remaining vacant in each; or if 
emigration is really to be encouraged, I would suggest that some person should pro
ceed to the different colonies to obtain still further and more particular information 
on the spot, and to make the necessary arrangements, in conjunction with the go
vernors. The earlier communication could be had with the different counties in 
England, Scotland and Ireland, so as to acquire some idea of the numbers wishing 
to go out, the better it would be; and I have no doubt that long notice of transport, 
heiag required, would tend to the obtaining it at a lower rate. The number of emi
grants to be sent out once fixed upon, arrangements should be made for their sub
sequent removal from their present homes to the place of embarkation. At this 
first stage of their proceeding, the necessity of some positive limitation as respects 
the quality and quantity of baggage must be made. For the sake of stowage, their 
packages should be of equal and square sizes, and the number of them depend on 
the number of the family. This perhaps is one of the most important regulations 
connected with an extensive system of emigration; and if not duly enforced, the 
number of absurd and useless articles for which government will have to pay the 
transport, will be beyond description. Their place of disembarkation must of course· 
depend on the particular parts of the different provinces to which they are to be 
sent; but this also should be fixed on as soon as possible, so as to afford early in
formation thereon to the persons who must be employed in arranging the means of 
transport from the place of disembarkation to the place of settlement. And here 
perhaps it may be proper to suggest, that if there is any place in the provinces 
where emigrants are likely to be disembarked in numbers for a continuance of years, 
it would be right to have some public building appropriated to their use during the 
time they remain, and an hospital, in which any of those lIlay be placed who from 
sickness or other casualties on the voyage may be unable to proceed without such 
arrangement. The disembarkation of a number of emigrants would be a tax and 
annoyance beyond description to the inhabitants of the place. Each settlement 
should consist of four townships, and be under the direction of a superintendent, 
who would require the assistance of two clerks and two issuers. As the land in 
these four townships was taken up, the settling department, as above, might 
remove to other townships. Half-pay officers might perhaps be the best and 
most economical persons to fill the situations of buperintendents. It would, I 
think, be well that a central spot should be fixed upon in each settlement, where the 
government might in the first instance clear and fence a space of about thirty acres, 
on which the storehouses and superintendent's office might be built with greater 
security from fire; the extra ground to be planted with potatoes, onions, and su~h 
like, and the produce appropriated to the support of the settlers, and as a part of 
their rations. A saw and grist mill would also tend in great measure to forward the 
prosperity of the settlement. and would doubtless in a very short time more than 
repay the original cost. Large buildings to be used as schools, and wherein the 
younger children of the settlers might be kept, would relieve the parents from the 
trouble of attending to the children, and thus place the parents at liberty to pursue 
without interruption the improvement of their locations. These buildings might, in 
the first instance, be used as churches, and clergymen of the different religions 
tiboqld be sent to the settlement. The space cleared by government might, as op
port!Jni.ti€~ offereq, be given out in acre and half-acre lots; for the formation of ~ 
village; but no lot should be so given without due means being taken for ascertaining 
that the person receiving it will immediately erect a house thereon. Roads must be 
opened from the old settled to the new settled country; and it should be considere<l 
that every pound laid out in this-way will not only tend to the general advantage .of 
the settle~nt, but most materially lower the price of transport. Tracks should 
also be cut through the "opds, for the benefit of settlers coming in to fetch their pro
visio~; and occasional finger.posts at the t:orners of the lots might prove very 
~ Gg u~~ 
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useful and lessen the employment of guides. It should be a standing rule, that nd 
perso~ connected with the settling department should on any account receive lands 
within the settlement to which he belongs. Diagrams of the townships should be 
kept at the superintendent'S office, for the public inspection of the settlements, so 
that persons entitled to receive lands might see the situa,tion of the vacant lots, and 
choose for themselves; but no person should be iocated until he has seen and exa
mined the lot he asks for, and then, previ?\lB :0 being .located, he should sign, in a 
book to be kept for that purpose, that fie nas examIned and i~ satisfied with his 
lot; after which no exchange should be allowed. The rules and regulations of the 
settlement should be read to every settler previous to his being located; and he 
should. also sign to having heard, understood, and agreed to abide by them. No 
vrinted location-tickets should be given; they tend to make the settler imagine he 
has irrevocable possession of his lot, and I have even known them converted to 
fraudulent purposes. In addition to their rations, the settler should receive seed .. 
corn for their first crop~, tools, nails, hinges, g~ass, &c. t~ assist the~ in building 
their houses; a proportIOn of blankets on partIcular occaSIOns, and In some cases 
assistance in the coarser articles of clothing; leaving it at the discretion of the 
superintendents to grant additional assistance as a reward for ~ndustry, exertion 
and goorl conduct, or in cases of sickness, wounds or fires, mIght be beneficial; 
but whenever additional assistance is given, the reason for sO doing should be 
publicly recorded. There should be a clever, humane and active medical man 
in each settlement: persons on the half.pay of the army medical department 
would perhaps be the most fit and economical for this purpose. No lot should be 
appropriated or reserved on any pretence whatever, even for a single day, for persons 
not on the spot, and actually ready to commence its improvement. No settler 
should be allowed to leave the settlement without obtaining a previous permission 
so to do from the settling department; and if he does, his lot should be given to 
some other person; and this should be one of the rules most strongly impressed on 
the settler's mind. The common period for furnishing a settler with his deed is at 
the expiration of three years after he bas commenced his improvement; and as it 
is to the possession of his deed that he looks forward as a reward for all his trouble, 
deprivation and fatigue, it would, I thillk, be better that the deed should be so 
worded as to secure the government in the repayment of any sum advanced for the 
settler, rather than be withheld for a protracted period. I have already stated to 
the Committee my conviction, that an extensive system of emigration can only 
succeed if carried on under the immediate control of the colonial office. The offices 
abroad will of course be in constant communication with the office at home; 
sinJilar books and diagrams will of course be kept in London to those which are 
kept at the settlements, so that every previous information may be obtained here 
by those going out, as to the situation, success, &c. of those who have preceded 
them; the office in London would of course be also in constant communication 
with the different counties in England, Ireland and Scotland; a general system of 
information might thus be regularly kept up. I have .not considered myself in any 
way called upon, or indeed adequate, to discuss the mode of procuring funds to 
carry through an extensive system of emigration; but I would suggest, in mere 
allusion .to this difficult and important part of the subject, whether some arrange
ment. mIght not be made with those persons who hold large and valuable tracts of 
land. 10 the colonies, either to receive and place settlers thereon, or to assist in de
fray 109 some portion of the expense of the emigration about to take place. Were 
~ourts ~f escheat once established, I cannot but think it· would be of .great and 
ImmedIate advantage, for it would either oblige the proprietors to improve their 
lands, or. would repossess the crown of millions of acres which might be settled at, 
comparatIvely speaking, a cheap rate; or might be sold for sums which would more 
than ,?efr~y the present proposed expenditure. Having thus, in compliance witb 
the dIrectIons of the Commi.ttee, offered some remarks upon what appear to me to 
be ~he leading points connected with the system of emigration and· settlements, 
I wI!1 merely. add my readiness to enter into further details, either generally or upon 
particular POlOts, whenever called upon so to do. . 
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Dr Quartr Mr Genl " Office, Quebec, 1st May 1821. 

PARTICULARS respecting the Expense for the EMIGRANTS from Lanark
shire, North Britain, who arrived in Canada last Year, under particular 
Instructions from His Majesty's Government, and placed on Land at 
Lanark, in the Military Settlements:-consisting of 167 Families, comprising 
833 Individuals. 

EXPENSES incurred when a Single Man is placed on One Hundred 
Acres of Land, as Head of a Family. 

Advance of Money, paid at Three Instalments; viz. 
1St Instalment £.3 - - lid D' £.3 - - 3d D' £.2 

Provisions on the way to the Settlement 
Transport to the Settlement - -
Survey -
Incidental Disbursements at the Settlement, for opening Roads, erecting Public 

Buildings, &c. - - - - - - - _ - _ _ 
Fee on Patent Grant -

EXPENSE incurred for each Individual, including 
Women and Children. 

£. 
8 

3 
-

15 

Sterling. 

s. d. 

7 7t 
5 

15 

6 2 
9 4 

3 J 1-
1-

Sterling. 

Advance of Money, paid at Three Instalments; viz. £. s. d. 
1st Instalment, £.3 - - 2d D' £.3 - - 3d DO £.2 

Provisions on the way to the Settlement 
Transport to the Settlement 
Survey - - '- - - - - - - - • • • 
Incidental Disbursements at the Settlement, for opening Roads, erecting Public 

Buildings, &c. 

8 
9 

I 
-l: 

19 6 
3 

6 2 

Fee on Patent Grant 5 lOf 
--- ~---

TOT AL for each Individual 

TOTAL EXPENSES incurred up to this Day. 

1St. Advance of Money, paid at Three Instalments; viz. 
1st Instalment - - £.3 - - 2d D' £.3 •• 3d D' £.2 

2<\, Provisions on the way to the Settlement 
3d. Transport to the Settlement 

£. 11 3 6{ 

Sterling. 

£. s. d. 
6,474 

37° 8 7f 
1,662 8 .sf 

4th. Survey 2,281 1 11 
5th. Incidental Disbursements at the Settlement, opening Roads, erecting 

Public Buildings, &c. 
Fee on 167 Patent Grants -

£. 

Amollnt of One Year's Pay, &c. to the persons on the Establishment, 
- employed in the superintending of the Lanark Military Settlement -

£. 

259 18 
244 18 

1I,2g8 16 

533 15 

11,832 11 

N. B.-See List of Implements received by each Family, the expense of which, with 
the transport thereof to the Settlement, is not included in this Statement. 

lSt. This Amount faIls short of £.8. for each individual, by £.190., in consequence of 
Deaths, and Persons having left the Settlement previous to receiving the 2d and 
3d Instalments. 

2d. This Item taken from a Statement furnished by the Commissariat. 
3d. - • Do _ _ _ _ - Do - • - - _ - - DO. 

4th. The Land in the range of Military Townships laid out in 1816, being alllocated 
when the Lallarkshire Emigrants arrived last year, it became necessary to layout 
a fresh range of Townships for their reception; and although the Expense of sur
veying 100 Acres of Land (the quantity received by each Head of a Family) is 
only 158. yet the Total Charge for the Survey of the new Townships amounts to 
£.2,281. 1. 11. sterling; they are open, however, for the reception of all other 
Military Settlers, of whom 205 Families have already been placed on land therein, 
exclusive of the Lanarkshire Emigrants, and 1,928 one· hundred-acre lots yet 
remain un-located. 

5th. The opening of a communication tot,/le new-laid out Townships became absolutely 
necessary. and the Buildings consist of an Office and Store for Agricultural 
Implements and ProvUlionl. 

G g2 
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Deputy Quarter Master General's Office. 
Quebec, May 1St 1821. 

EXPENSE incurred for each Family placed on Land,-167 Families; in which 
number are included the Sons of Emigrants who were above 21 years of age, 
as they were put in possession of Land on their own account, as Heads of 

Families. 

Auvance of Money, paid at Three Instalments; viz. 
) st Instalment - £.3. - 2d DO - £.3. - 3d DO - £.2. 

Provisions issued on the way to the Settlement -

Transport to the Settlement 

Survey for 100 acres 

Incidental Disbursements at the Settlement, for opening Roads, erecting 
Public Buildings, &c. 

Fee on Patent Grant 

'tOTAL for each Family £. 

£. 

39 
2 

9 
-

55 

Sterling. 

8. rl. 

18 

2 91 
18 

15 

II 11 
9 4 

14 4 

COMPARATIVE EXPENSE of an issue of Sixteen Months Rations, and 
the advance (as directed) of £. 8 sterling to each Individual, averaging one 
Woman and three Children, to each Head I)f a Family placed on Land. 

• 1 Man - - 485 days Rations -
1 Woman Do - Do - at t a Ration per day 

2 Children • - DO • De - at y each per day 

1 Child - - - Do • DO - at ~ per day -

5 Persons -

The Advanee to 5 Persons at £.8 sterling each, paid as directed,} 
at three Instalments • - • - - • • • 

• THE Return is calculated at the highest rate, and consists of one pound of Flour, 
and one pound of Beef, but no Rum. 

The issue of Rations at short intervals, to Families actually residing on and ind'us
triously employed in the cultivation of their allotments, has generally been attended 
with success, more particularly where there are large families which it is most desirable 
to fix permanently on their land j and at the expiration of an issue of Sixteen monw 
Rations, a family is enabled to provide for its own subsistence. 
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_N° 3.-
Lanark Military Settlement, 14th April 1821. 

STATEMENT of Implements, &c. issued to the EMIGRANTS who arrived from Lanarlcshire, 
North Britain, in the Year 1820. 

Number 
Axes: :!! 

Persons. '" e ., 
E 

-B -------- oj 

::t: " N° DESCRIPTION. : ;.:: '" <= .: @ '" ~ : co 

'" ;) c.. ., 
" .; ~ <= " OIl -.: E ::9 " " :..§ -0 ..a "" " '" "" .S .. .. OIl <1 § c.. <= ] OJ '" :.a "" " 0; '" '" i; ~ .. f:> ~ s: u < < ... ::t: ii:: CA u ~ ~ ~ t:) - -'-------------------------

1. Glasgow Emigl'ation Society 

2. Bridgetown Transatlantic -

3. Abercrombie F. E. Society 

40 Bridgetown Canadian 

5· 
6. 

Muslin-street Society 

Abercrombie·street Society 

,. Transatlantic Society -

11 7 19 
22 20 66 

8 7 '22 

32 25 92 

9 7 28 

8 6 31 

9 9' 35 

6 11 

1l 22 

4 8 
16 32 

5 9 

4 8 

5 9 

11 11 11 

888 

32 32 32 

999 
888 

999 

75 
26 

11 

22 

8 

32 

9 
8 

9 

11 

22 

8 

31 

9 
8 

9 

11 

22 

8 

32 

9 
8 

9 
8. Lesmahago emigrating - - 34 28 128 17 34 34 34 34 126 34 68 34 34 68 

34 251111 17 34 I 34 34 34 Il.S 34 68 34 34- 68 9. Anderston & Ruglen E. Society 

lfi7 ;;-:;;-~ 167 1167 167 167 ~ ~ 334 167 1671334 

N° 

-
I. 

2. 

3· 
4-

5· 
6. ,. 
8. 

9· 

(repeated.) 

Hooks: Hoes: .. 
I OJ 

.Q 

* '" .e '" ~ 

I DESCRIPTION. .; 
" " u '" p., " OIl 

.'Ij ;.:: .. .,;, Eo< "" ~ ..::: i '" .'Ij <1 .c '" ~ s: .. 
~ 

.. 's., " 0 <II 0 ..c: '" :;: .. .. t:: OIl t:: .. £ "" ... 
~ 2 .. <1 .. 2 '" Z " ~ ~ z :E ::t: ~ .s i:i: '" ! 

...... 00 --------- ---- ----------
Glasgow Emigration Society - 11 I 11 11 11 22 99 11 11 11 165 11 11 

Bridgetown Transatlantic - - 22 22 22 22 44 198 22 22 22 330 ~2 22 
Abercrombie F. E. Society - 8 8 8 8 16 72 8 8 8 120 S 8 
JJridgetown Canadian - - 32 32 32 32 64 288 32 3'2 32 480 32 32 
Muslin-street Society - - 9 9 9 9 18 81 9 9 9 135 9 9 
Abercrombie-street Society - 8 8 8 8 16 7'2 8 8 8 120 8 8 
Transatlantic Society - - 9 9 9 9 18 81 9 9 9 135 9 9 
Lesmahago emigrating - - 34 I 34 34 34 68 306 34 34 34 510 34 34 
Anderston & Ruglen E. Society 34 34 34 34 68 306 34 34- 34 510 34 34--- ------;;-11,503

11 C,7 
----1------167 167 167 167 167 167 12,505 167 167 I I 

One Blanket to each Man and Woman. One ditto to two Children. 

Proportion of other Implements issued for the general use of the Concessiolls ; 

Grindstones 40 

Whip· saws 

Cross-cut Saws 

Files, of sorti • 

Wm Marshall, Captain, 
Sec' Sup' L. My Settlement. 

~ 
" 0... 
S 
0 
v 

~ .r '" '" ~ -S 
r. '" '" a.. <.-...... Vi '" ------
II 11 It 

22 22 22 

8 8 8 

32 32 32 

9 9 9 
8 8 8 

9 9 9 
34 34 34 

34 34 34 ------
167 167 167 

~---------------------------------------------------------
G g 3 
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Mercurii, 24- die Maii, 1826. 

John Rolph, Esquire, again called in; and Examined. 

2364. YOU have stated in a former answer, that you agreed with Dr. Strahan 
as far as emigration was concerned; have you any observation to make on any other 
part of his evidence?-I have, on question 161~. It is not generally true that the 
people of Upper Canada have got land for nothIng; they have either paid for it in 
the shape of feus, received it as a compensation for losses, or as a reward for real 
or supposed services. On question 1617-The colony does not generally acquiesce 
in this provision for the church, not only on account of the impediments to the 
roads, occasioned by the reserves, but from the monopoly of them by one church, 
to which so few in the colony belong. 

Mr. William Shepherd c~lled in; and Examined. 

2365. HOW long is.it since you left the colony at the Cape of Good Hope~
Nine months. 

2366. Were you aware that a proposition had been made, through the medium 
of Mr. Carlisle, with regard to the hiring of labourers in this country?-They were 
getting up the proposition when I left. 

2367. Are you of opinion that the present rate of wages at the Cape clearly 
shows that there is a deficiency of labouring population in that colony ?-Yes. 

2368. Do you think that the emigration of labourers and. arti~ans .might be 
beneficially encouraged to the Cape of Good Hope?-I thmk It. might, very 
beneficially. 

2369. Do you think that the want of those labourers and those artisans is such 
as to induce persons residing at the Cape to contribute towards the expense of that 
emigration ?-If they had the means, they would willingly do it; but they have 
been exposed to the casualties incident to a new colouy. I think it would be worth 
while, by those who are established there. 

2370. What do you consider to be the average wages of an agricultural labourer 
at the Cape of Good Hope, in English money ?-It would be three to four shillings' 
per day in English money. 

237 I. "Vhat do you think is the average of artisan labour ?-From five to six 
shillings per day. 

2372. You have stated, that the average wages of agricultural labour are from 
three to four shillings per day, and five to six shillings for mechanics; what sum, 
of money do you conceive is sufficient to maintain an agricultural labourer in 
a state of average comfort at the Cape of Good Hope, at the present moment?
I would say from two to three shillings per day; about two-and-sixpence. 

2373. Then in the case of an artisan, he w(i)Uld receive three to four shillings 
per day more than was necessary to support him ?-Yes. 

2374. Are you of opinion that they would be willing to guarantee to the extent 
of the passage for any labourer or artisan who might be apprenticed to them for 
a certain number of years, it being understood that such labourer or artisan should 
receive a diminished rate of wages until the expense of his passage had been 
liquidated; supposing, for example, that four shillings per day were the rate of 
wages to an agricultural labourer at the Cape of Good Hope at the present moment, 
and that two shillings and sixpence will be sufficient to support that labourer io 
average comfort, would a resident at the Cape agree to take an indented servant 
at the rate of two shillings and sixpence per day, paying one shilling per day to the 
governn~ent in liquidation of the expense incurred in the removal of the emigrant, 
and savll1g, by the terms of the proposition, sixpence, which it would have been 
necessary for him to employ in remunerating labour, if he had not had the advan
tage of obtaining a new servant from the mother country?-I would say no, 
because. th~ presel~t price of wages is beyond what any agriculturist can g\ve for 
~he ~ultlvatlon o.f hIS land; there might be some that would do it, but not general~y; 
It a.nses from thIS, the number would be greatly diminished, from the fear of takmg 
an mdented pers~m ~or a t~rm of ye~rs; it is generally found among maste~s, that 
they h~ve an ObjectIon to It, and whIch generally arises from an apprehensIOn lest 
the bUSiness or occupation in which they are engaged should fall off, and they should 
'lot be able to find employment for them; but there are a number of persons of 

sma~l 
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small capital who would gladly receive them,. for the purpose of eJillploying them 
three or four months in the year on their farms; I cannot say that I think it would 
be a general t~ing. 
.' 2375. Are you of opinion, in point of fact, that any of the land is gone out of cul
tivation ?-The land has not been in cultivation, for want of labourers to cultivate it 
at a. price sufficient to bring the produce into the market, so as to remunerate the 
cultivator. 

2376. Then your observation as to the price of wages applies not to the land in 
cultivation, ,but to the land that might be brought into cultivation ?-Yes, it does . 
. 237i· ~hat diminution in the rate of wages would be sufficient to afford a 

remuneratIon to the cultivator ?-I should think if wages were brought down to the 
rate of eighteen pence or two shillings a day, that would be enough. This arises 
from the present state of the Dutch colonists, who have their farms in the best 
situations, and employ the Slaves and the Hottentots for the cultivation of the land, 
by which the produce is brought into the market at such a price as the present 
loca.tors cannot do, in consequence of the high price of wages; therefore the land is 
left uncultivated, and they have no means of support; when I say no means of 
support, I mean to no greater extent than that which is sufficient to maintain 
themselves. 

2378. Do they still continue to import grain from the East Indies to the Cape? 
-No. 

2379. Have they discontinued that practice for some years ?-I think they have 
not done it for the last two or three years, but I am hardly aware of the quantity 
that is imported at the Cape. 

2380. So that there is now grain enough grown at the Cape for the support of 
the inhabitants ?-I think there is. I am not aware of any being imported; but 
being a resident at Graham's Town, I am hardly aware of what comes in at the 
Cape. With reference to the demand for labour, I would beg to observe, that it is 
principally at Albany; and a number of those settlers sent out by 1\11'. Ingram 
have been brought up to Albany in consequence of the scarcity. . 

2381. What would they get ?-From two shillings to three shillings, and three, 
shillings to four shillings; they were brought up by contract at much less than they 
were giving at Graham's Town. 

2382. Is there a demand for their labour at the rate you have mentioned ?-Yes. 
2383. How do YOIl reconcile what you now state with your former evidence, in 

which you suppose that that rate of wages is inconsistent with the profitable culti
vation of the soil ?-It is from the present demand in all parts of the country. I 
mean to say, that at the present rate of wages they cannot be profitably employed; 
if an importation of labourers were to take place, it mllst tend to bring down that 
high rate of wages. Though this present demand is principally amongst artisans 
and mechanics, yet it is amongst the agricultural class that the lahourers are so 
much wanted. 
. 2384. Do you mean to state that Mr. Ingram's labourers were chiefly artisans 
~nd mechanics ?-Yes; they are employed in Graham's Town on public buildings, 
and various occupations. ' 

2385. Are they employed as artisans or as agricultural labourers in Albany; 
those who were brought up from the Cape ?-As artisans. 
, 2386. Supposing a pauper in Ireland, destitute of all means of subsistence, to be 
taken to the Cape as an agricultural labourer, and apprenticed for a certain term of 
year~, during which time he is to receive a limited rate of wages; what is the lowest 
~ount of wages which, in your opinion, would be sufficient to support him in the 
colony?-To support him comfortably, two shillings per day. 

2387. What, in your opinion, would be the expense of his removal from Ireland 
to the Cape?-I think about 16/. per head. 

2.388. Do you suppose that a resident settler at the Cape would be disposed to 
pay three shillings per day for the services of such a man, if he were to be landed 
there ?-I think he would. 

2389. How many working days in the year should you estimate as those on which 
J:te would receive wages ?-I should think he would be fully employed throughout 
the year, except on Sundays. \ 
, 2390. Then, by deducting one shilling per day from his wages, in little more than 
one year he would have repaid the expense of his removal frQID Ireland ?::-I sup
pose he would.· 
,404. G g 4 2391. In 
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239]' In the case of an artisan, who woul~ ~eceive a higher rate of wage~, 'You 
think he might subsist for a time ?n two shlllmgs p;ef day ?-N 0; ~ot so bttlrt as 
two shillings in con~equence of the mcreased rent whIch he must pay m a town. 

2392. wilat would you put as the minimum on which he co.ul~ subsist till he 
had paid the debt incurred by the passage ?-I would say three shIllmgs. 

2393. What wages do you think a settler at the Cape would be disposed to pay 
to such an artisan ?-Five shillings per day. 

2394. Then, in very little more than half a year he would be able to payback 
the expense of his passage?-Yes. . , 

2395. What number of emigrant~, with .referen~e to those ~wo classes, agricultural 
labourers and artisans, do you consider mIght be I?troduced lOto ~he colon~ without 
lowering the rate of wages below the rate to whIch the precedmg questIOns and 
answers refer ?-I should think about five hundred. ' 

2396. You think that the wants of the whole colony would not be beyond five 
hundred ?-N ot at the present; I think it would consume that number very wen. 

2397. Should you think that five h~ndred the first year, and five hundred the 
second year, would be too many ?-I thmk not so many; perhap~ five hundred the 
first year, and three hundred the second, and three hundred the thud.' .. 

; 

Veneris, 26° die Maii, 1826. 

'Filliam BOWl'Jlall Felton, Esq. again called in; and Examined. 

2398. YOU stated, in a former answer, that the climate of Canada was favour .. 
able for the cultivation of hemp; have you any further information to give the 
Committee on that subject?-

Looking forward to the occnpation of the waste lands in the Canadas by a con
tinuous immigration from the United Kingdom, no doubt can be entertained as to 

. their producing, at no very distant period, a considerable exportable agricultural 
produce; and it is of the first importance, as respects the permanent intercourse 
and union of intere5ts between Great Britain and the Colonies, that some portion of 
their disposable commodities should be of a description admitting of advantageous 
interchange with the productions of the manufacturing industry, without interfering 
with the agricultural interests, of the mother country; for the landed proprietor of 
Great Britain cannot be expected to afford encouragement for emigration without 
some reasona ble assurance that he shaH not hereafter incur the risk of being injured 
by the com petition of colonial grain, nor be exposed to the alternative of sacrificing 
the interests of the British manufacturer by excluding the produce of the colonies. 

Amongst the productions of the soil that have hitherto been cultivated in the 
Canadas, there are some which, under proper encouragement, lnay become staple 
commodities of commerce, partly superseding grain as an article of export, and fur
nishing an extensive and profitahle remittance to Great Britain; of these the most 
important is hemp) although tobacco and flax can be raised with facility in the 
Canadas. 

The cultivation of tobacco, as an article of commerce, will probably be confined 
to the wanner districts of Upper Canada, although it is universally grown, even in. 
Lower Canada, for domestic consumption. 

Flax seed has long been exported in considerable quantities from Quebec; and 
the culture of flax is sufficiently established to render it available hereafter whenever 
circumstances may require its extensive production, which is not dtsirable at pre
sent, as the article derives all its value from the manipulation it requires. 

This objection exists in a ~uch smaller degree in respect to hemp, a material 
essential to some of our manufactures, of the greatest national importance, and 
which does not enter into competition with the productions of Great Britain; for it 
is certain that it cannot be grown to advantage in this country so long as wh~a~ 
commands a remunerating price, because it leaves nothing to replace the manure 
consumed in its production; Great Britain will, therefore, always import it from,' 
~broad; and if so, there can be no question as to the policy and advantage of ensur-
109 a permanent and ample supply of a commodity so indispensable to a mariti~~~ 
power, from a country united to us by- ties of affection as of interest. 'The force of 
~hese or similar considerations must have been long felt, for repeatedetf6rts li~v~ 
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heen made under the protection or at the expense of government to introduce the W. R. Feltuil, 
cultivation of hemp into the provinces, but hitherto without success. It may be use- E'q. 
ful to inquire into the causes ofthese repeated failures. ''---~'~ 

I f f 26 May, 
i I 0 the early stuges of settlement in the northern parts 0 America, the efforts 0 lR';!6. 

the cultivator are directed to raise such articles as are most essential· as the means 
of subsistence; and as in those countries it is in the power of every labourer to 
become a proprietor of land, all the operations of agriculture are necessarily con-, 
Elu~ted O!l a small scale, being limited to the personal labour of the settler and his 
children; the consequence of this state of things is, that the disposable produce io 
the power of the farmer usually consists of the excess of the articles principally 
cultivated for subsistence, such as wheat 01' otlier grain, which he continues to raise: 
so 10ll:g as they possess any exchangeable value. Now as there has always existed an 
effective demand for the surplus grain of the Canadas, the farmer has not hithe·rto 
been compelled to seek a substitute for his wheat. Independent of these general rea-
sons, the small Canadian proprietor is particularly tenacious of ancient practices; his 
exhausted soil and wretched husbandry are inadequate to the production of an article 
requiring the liberal application of manure, and his mode of bringing woodland into 
cultivation is not calculated for raising a crop l\'hich demands all the powers of 
a. virgin soil. Due appreciation of these circumstances would have shown the im-
probability of success attending the experiment made under the patronage of the 
Earl Bathurst in the old established seigneuries of Lower Canada; and although 
experience has shown the climate and soil of the Canadas to be exceedingly 
favourable to the growth of hemp, yet it has also demonstrated that the high rate 
of wages (which forbids the profitable investment of capital in any agricultural pur-
suit) renders the production of that article by the employment of hired labour quite 
impracticable. The knowledge of this fact, common to all the thinly peopled and 
fertile countries in America, sufficiently explains the failure of the various attempts 
that have been made to introduce the cultivation of hemp on the large scale, in the 
territories of the United States as well all in the colonies; and the absolute inefficacy 
of the liberal premiums oftered by the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, and 
Qf the facilities afforded by His Majesty's government tor the sale of hemp in U ppe .. 
Canada, attests the difficulty of attracting capital into this channel. 
. From these remarks it is apparent, that the small proprietor of land will not un
dertake the culture of hemp until the necessity shall arise for I'eplaciug his surplus 
grain by some -other exchangeable commodity; and that in the prescnt circum. 
staoces of these provinces, capital is not in sufficient abundance to justify its appli
cation to the production of this article. 

The foregoing considerations lead to the conclusion, that the introduction of 
hemp, as an article of cultivation for export, must be accomplished solely with 
a view to the future circumstances of the colonies. Motives of expediency and 
national advantage justify the attempt; and the admitted necessity of affording 
some artificial encoUl;agement at the cOllllllencement, cannot be deemed a violent 
departure from sound principle, for the early history of every flourishing llJallufac
tllre proves the utility of similar protection. 

A::;suming, therefore, the necessity of fostering this illlportant branch of industry 
in the early stages of its establishment, the next inquiry i::; as to the principle upon 
which the undertaking is to be commenced. It is clear that the emigrant popula~ 
tion about to be introduced will be the persons rno::;t benefited lly the success of 
tllis measure, and therefore they may. with great propriety, be llIade the instruments 
to carry it into efiect; but for this purpose they require instruction and example; 
and as it is well known to all practical men, that the habits of agricultural life are 
averse to a departure from an accustomed routine of hll~bandry, it is illlportant that 
the instruction afforded them should be simultaneous with their establishlllent in tpe 
~ountry. The greatest advantages may be expected from attention to this parti
cular, for the emigrants, on their first arrival in the colollies, feeling their helplessness 
and inexperience, are docile and tractable, readily adopting the practices of the 
country, and following any example that holds out the assurance of reward for 
~heir labour. . 

In carrying this plan into operation, the principal difficulties to be overcome are, 
first, the ignorance of the settlers as to the necessary preparation of the land, the 
culture. of the plant, and the after management of the crop; secondly, the walll of 
a market for the commodity ill the earlier stages nf the experiment. ~ ... ,. 
I In respect to the first of these obstacles it must be observed, that the ordlOary 
tnd somewhat complex' pl'OCe~:;(5 in the production and preparation of hem.p 3rt: 
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not to be communicated !o an ignorant pOl?ul,ati~n by precept &:hme, it is iw:lispenol 
sable to give them practIcal examples for lmltatl~)[). I? thIS vIew of the subjeetit. 
is conceived that an arrangment may be combmed wIth the general scheme of: 
emigration in such a manner as to afford the required information in the shape of 
p,xample, without additional 'expense, by th~ in~ervention of a certain number of the: 
emigrants properly instructed, and then dlstrlbuted as settlers amongst the new 
population. 

In the following detail, it is assumed that the scheme of emigration is lIimilal' to 
that of 1825, viz. that every emigrant is to. be provided with Olle year's provisions. 
for himself and family, a cow, seed, and Implements·of husbandry, and is to bC' 
located on 100 acres of land, which is to remain hypothecated for the value of the. 
ad,,-ances made to him, or for an annuity equivalent thereto. 

For the purpose of affording the necessary instruction, it is proposed to appro
priate a certain quantity of waste land, not exceeding 1,000 or 1,200 acres. for 
a government farm, in the vicinity of the intended settlement, with a certain l:umbe .. 
of the adjoining 200 acre lots divided into two farms each, to be occupied as here .. 
after pointed out. 

To commence the operation, twenty individuals of the best characters and steady 
habits are to be selected from amongst the emigrants, who shall engage themselves 
to serve for two years on the conditions hereafter detailed. These twenty men are 
to be employed during the first year in clearing part of the government farm, open
ing the necessary communications, preparing buildings, raising pl'Ovision for their 
own support for the following year, and cultivating a portion of the land with hemp 
for seed. 

At the commencement of the second season, ten additional labourers are to be 
received, and all the thirty will be occupied as in the preceding year. 
. At the end of t.hese two years the first twenty men will have been perfectly in
structed in the mode of clearing land and preparing it for the hemp crop, and if) 
the other operations connected with the hemp husbandry, and they are therefore to 
be discharged, and settled on the lands assigned them; when this t&.kes place. tel') 
new hands are to be received, making the number to be employed and instructed. 
during the third year, only twenty. . 
.. The occupations of these twenty men in the third year upon the government 

farm will be limited to raising the necessary food and continuing to cultivate only 
such quantity of hemp as may be required for seed and instruction, because the 
assistance to be given on the farms of the first twenty labourers will furnish ful~ 
employment for the remainder of the season. 

At the expiration -of every succeeding year ten instructed hands will be dis
charged and as many new men admitted, so that the number on the government 
farm will al,,·ays be kept up to twenty; one half of whom will have had the expe
rience of one season, and the other will be raw hands. 

At the end of the third year the system will be established in sul!h manner as t() 
proceed without variation. Farms and houses for ten families will be prepared 
annually, and the provision and seed necessary for each year will be raised by tho 
government labourers, 

We return now to the conditions of engagement, and mode of settling the in .. 
s-tructed iabourers. . 

-The bonus to each of the first twen.ty labourers for their two years service will bet 
the location of one of the 100 acre lots adjoining to the.government farm, which 
may be assumed to be of sllpf)rior quality, and conveniently situated in respect to 
roads, mills, &c. They will also have had the advantage of their families being suP'" 
ported fur two years, whilst they have gdined experience; and when they are dis
charged at the end of tL?> second year, they will be placed on their lands. and 
assisted by the goven,,; Grit labourers in clearing four acres of land, and building 
a laghouse thereon; and as they ",-ill be provided with a cow and rations for OD8 

year from this time, they ,,-ill find themselves in better circumstances than tho 
ordinary settlers of equal standing. 
. It has been stated, that the farms to be occupied by the first detachment of thtst 
l~structed labourers, will be laid out as nearly adjoining to the" gover~ment farm as 
Olrcumstances may allow; by this arrangement they will have the benefit of eas, 
acc~5s to any machinery that may be erected there, and they will form a body .of 
cultivators emul.ating eac.h other in the same .pursuit .. 
", I,n the followmg years only ten instructed families will be located annuaHy . with 
SlIIultlr advaIltages t9 the preceding, but with.this. ditfere.nee, ~hat instead. of beill8 

p~d 



oN El\HGRATI·ON }'ROM THE ,UNITED KINGDOM. 2:3i 

placed in a body, they will be distributed amongst the ordinary settlers in such 
situations as may afford the benefit of their example to those people; in compen
sation of this disadvantage, they are to have four acres of land cleared, and a log
house built by the government labourers, ready for their reception at the expiratiun 
of the second year of service. 

1 t is obvious that the expense of carrying. this plan of instruction into effect 
will be exceedingly small, requiring only provisions for one year or a year and a half 
for the number of individuals engaged in the commencement, as the produce of the 
government farm would subsist and clothe the labourers of the succeeding years; 
and the necessary advances for the purchase of machinery and implements, and the 
expenses of the superintendent, would be covered by the increased value of the 
f~rm at the termination of the undertaking. 

In addition to the instruction communicated to the Emigrants on this particular 
sllbject, and to supplying them ·with hempseed, the government f~rm might be made 
subservient to other useful purposes, such as furnishing potatoes, seed grain, &c. 
required for the ordinary settlers on commencing their operations. The scale of the 
proposed plan is conside'red sufficient for the instruction of any single settlement, 
but its simplicity is such that several establishments might be conducted by the 
same superintendent. 

The next subject of consideration i:; the want of market in the early stages of 
the experimentr On this it may be observed, that the difficulty will be confined to 
the first six years succeeding the commencement of the settlement, for as the 
emigrant by the terms of his contract becomes liable to the payment of his annuity 
at that period, it will be in the power 'of the government, if circumstances require 
it, to receive a portion or the whole of the annual payment in hemp, at a price that 
shall remunerate the grower; it is unnecessary to enter into further details respecting 
any arrangement of this nature, because I conceive that the commodity will become 
an article of commerce before that period arrives. All that is required therefore is 
tQ secure a mar.ket in the interval; and in this view it may be expedient to extend 
the indulgence already granted to Upper Canada, where the government, by the 
agency of the Navy Board, purchases all the hemp delivered at Kingston, at a fixed 
price;, it is evident, ·however, that the small farmer cannot derive any benefit from 
this arrangement without the intervention of the merchant or dealer, whose province 
it-is to collect the commodity, and convey it from the remote districts to the naval 
depot; in the absence of this class of people, it is proposed to give the settler the 
assurance of sale for his produce, by making it the duty of the superintendent of tbe 
government farm toreceive the small parcels of, rrepare~ hemp at a price equal to 
that p'aid by the Navy Board, after deduction of the cost of carriage to the nearest 
shipping port. It is unnecessary to enter into further detail on this subject; 
observing merely, that the arrangement may be confined to the settlements particu-
larly devoted to the cultivation of hemp. ' 

! It i$ at this stage 'of the experiment also that the excitement of premiums for the 
production of hemp may be judiciously employed, to counterbalance the inducement 
to'.raising grain exclusively that will be afforded by the demand of the increasing 
p·opulation; in this view some modification of the scheme ot premiums offered by 
the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, accommodated to the particular circum
stances of the small cultivators, would be desirable; and there is room to hope that 
the provincial legislature will co-operate with His Majesty's government, in the 
encouragement of this important branch of agricultural industry. 

Hh2 
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APPENDIX. 

Appendix, Nu 1. 

(Referred to in Mr. Boulton's Evidence, March 20, page 20.) 

EXTRACTS from the Reports of the American New York Canal Company, and other 
Documents relating t~ t.he Erie Canal; published in pursuance of the ~ct for reporting 
the Laws and other ofhclal Documents reJating to the Erie and CllampZam Canals; passed 
February 8th, 1825. 

[To render the following Extracts quite inte\liuible, it is necessary to premise, that 
. before the present Grand Erie Canal was beg~m, two Plans were in agitation, the 

one to connect the waters of Lake Erie with those of Ontario, on the American side 
of the Niagara River, in a manner something similar to that of the Weiland Canal 
DOW cutting on the Canada side; the other- to connect the waters of the Hudson 
River with Lake Erie by an inland Canal, as the same is now finished.] 

" IN comparing the Olltario route witlt the Interior one (which latter is the one now 
, 'ca~rie~ into effect) it is obstinately insisted upon, in favour of the latter, tit at it would be 
had'poit.cy In the ~llited States to open a commu1lication for sloops between Erie and Ontario, 
(whICh IS now domg by means of the We\land Canal in Upper Canada) as the products of all 
the Upper Lakes would, on their passage to the ocean, come into Olltario, and when there 
the loc~ag~ to the tide waters of the St. Lawrence being only 206 feet, while it j~ 574 feet 
to the tide 10 the Hudson, there would be danger of the lIJhole Lake trade being dn'el'ted to 
the port of another nation (namely MontreaL)" 

Again.-" It is sufficient to say here, that articles for exportation, when once afloat on 
Lake Ontario, will, generally speaking, go tv Montreal, unless our British neighbours are 
blind to their own interest; a charge which ought not lightly to be made against 
a commercial nation. • 

"Freight from Niagara to Oswego will, from the difficult and dangerous access to that 
harbour, be as high as to the head of the Rapids in the river St. Lawrence. The descent 
from thence to Montreal is less than the ascent from Oswego to Rome. It is true, that Lake 
Ontario is estimated at one hundred and ninety-six feet above tide-water, and the RODle 
le\'el only one hundred and eighty-four feet above the lake; but there is a considerable 
descent in the river St. Lawrence, in a distance of about seventy miles, to the lower end of 
the present sloop nav:gation, through which the current is sometimes strong. There is also 
a considerable descent from Montreal, in a distance of about thirty miles, to tide-water in 
the lake St. Peter's. Perhaps it will be found, that an average allowance of three inches per 
mile (in the whole, upwards of twenty feet) is not too much, and that the river at Montreal 
is not one hundred and seventy feet helow the upper surface of the Gallots rapids. In the 
distance of one hundred miles between these places, there are forty of still water, viz. about 
thirty in lake St. Francis, between the foot of Long Saut and the head of the Coteau du Lac 
[apid, and upwards of ten in the lake of' the two moulltains, between the foot of the cascade 
at the Cedars am] the La Chine rapid. 

",Thus there will remain but sixty miles of canal, with an average fall uf thirty-four 
inches per mile. The land descends proportionately to the water, so that there can be but 
little deep cutting; the soil is easy to dig, there are no streams or ravines of any conse
quence to cross, and there is an inexhaustible supply of pure water, which never "arie. 
much in its height, for any canal whatever. 

" Under circumstances so propitious, it is probable that a good sloop navigation from 
aho\'e the Gallots to Montreal would cost less than a good boat navigation from Oswego to 
Rome. The extent of this last, deducting the Oneida lake, is fifty-six miles; the fall is on 
an average Ileal' forty inches per mile; the supply of water is douhtful ; and in twelve miles 
of the distance, obstacles almost insurmountable present themselves. 

" These are facts, to which it would be i II vain for the citizens of the United States to shut 
their eyes. The eyes of a rich, enterprising commercial rival are open; and when it is con
sidered that (if the means of easy export be supplied to the inhabitants who may settle near 
the great lakes) that country will in no distant period furnish a more abundant stock of 
commodities for foreign trade than is now sent from all the Atlantic ports of the Union; it 
would be absurd to doubt whether, in th,e competition fOl' that commerce, our neighbourll 
will employ the means in their power; nor must it be forgotlen, that the revenue, which 
under present circumstances is raised frOID commerce, and which no probable change wilt 
reduce below an ad valorem duty of ten per cent, cannot but operate in favour of our rivals. 
True it is, that. as far as regards the pecuniary henefit of those who may settle along th.Po 
lake~" 'the route by which their products are sent abroad, and their supplies of foreign a~tl
cle~ mtroduced, must be t" them a matter of little consequence; but (he political ~onnexlon 
which wuuld probably result from a eowwerci~l connexion, certaiuly d~se[~es the 
~on.ideration of intelligent meu."! 
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Again.-" On the superior (that is, t.o the American Erie canal) TaCilltleS atton.letl by this 
river (St. Lawrence) for t~e tr~nsportauon o~ produce, I perfectly agree with ~he ~omDlis. 
sioners baving traversed It tWIce between ~Ingston and Mpntreal, and each tIme vIewed it 
very at~entively. I can t~erefore assert wuh confidence, that I know of no existing navi
gation of such extent, whIch can be rendered perfect at so small an expense. However 
shaud your noble plan of uniting Lake Erie with the Hudson be carried into effect, yo~ 
have to fear no rivalry. The commerce of the enor.mous extent of country bordering on 
the Upper Lakes, is yours for ever; .md to such an IDcalculable amount as would bafBe all 
conjecture to conceive." 

Again.-" That it will b~ fruitle~s (t~at is, fo~ the America,s to cut a canal round the 
Falls of Niagara, on their SIde, whl?h 18 tbe obJ.ect of the Wt\land Canal, on the Canada 
side and thus unite the waters of Ene and Ontano) may be proved by facts visible to ever'! 
on~/ who chooses to openilis eyes. In the gazettes of this city.are advertised the Tates at 
which goods will be carried from the ports of Lake Ontario t~ Ogdensburgh, and thence; to 
Montreal· the first are lower than have heretofore prevailed between Lew£stown and 
Oswego; 'the second are fifty-five cents i.n SCOWS, and eighty-eight cents in. boats, for 
a barrd of flour. But to ascend Oswego rIver by locks, and then, after crOSSIno- Oneida 
lake, to ascend Wood creek in boats, which fOl" great part of the way must he ~owed by 
men, would, it is believed, cost not less than fifty cents per barrel; because if three men 
bring up thirty barrels in five days, at fifty cents per barrel, they would earn only one dollar 
per day each, allowing for toll ~othing; for ~elay, while waiting for fr~ight, n~thing; for 
wear and tear of the boat, nothlllg; and nothIng for the return eropty, Jf no freIght should 
offer. • . .. 

" Thus it seems probable th&t produce could not be taken from Oswego to Rome for less 
than from Ogdensburgh to Montrcal; so that the communication which professioD~l men 
after due examination consider as il:opracticable, unless at an enor~ous expense wholly die, 
propOJ"tionate to the object, but which some gentlemen assume, Without examination, to be 
very simple,. would, if completed, be of no avail. Instead of drawing to us the trade of our 
rI€ighbours, it would turn much of our trade to them."·.l 

Again.-" 'Vhen a large vessel from Lake Erie shall have brought her cargo to within 
a small distance of the Cataract, it would be ridiculous to put it 011 board of small haats, 
merely to descend by locks to Lake Ontar~o~ and then put it again on board of large vessel. 
to.cross that lake. It would be equally rIdiculous to attempt the transportation on either 
lake in small boats. The locks, then, to be of usc, must be such as will take up and let 
down vessels which navigate the lakes. These, then, are the locks which the State is 
desi.red to make, in the ex pectation, that after a vessel from the Upper Lakes .shall havd 
descended into. Ontario, she will stop at the difficult and dangerous port of Oswego, instead 
of going on easily and safely to OgdclI5burgb. The inventors and abettors of this project 
1l1UY have the best and most patriotic intentions; but their scheme, if carried into effect, 
would increase (by the resources of New York) the wealth of Canada, and the power of 
~eat Britain." 

Again.-" The Commissioners are of opinion, that the route from Rome to the Seneca 
river will be the most eligible; and would, moreover, have the most immediate tendency to 
divert..the trade from passing down the Oswego rirer to Lake Ontario and MOlltreal, to per
mit which, would be impruv.idently to abandon to a foreign and rival nation commercial 
ad~antages which ages may not enable us to reclaim. The difficulty of divertin,e: tnelixed 
ClureDts of trade is obvious and weB known, and the importance of the policy of directing 
that of tbe ·western section of the State to the Hudson is equally evident; and theCommis
sioners conceive that the present moment, while this section of the State is yet compara
tively in its infancy, is most fcl\"ourable for forming and establishing such connexitms 
between the lakes and our Atlantic waters, as will effectually disappoint the views of our 
rivals, and promote the honour and advantage of the Slate." 
. : Again.-" If we were to suppose all the rivers and canals in England and Wales combined 
Into one, and discharged inlo the ocean at a great city, after passing through the heart of 
that.e<?untry, then we can form a distinct idea of the importance of the projected canal; 
~ut It mdeed comprehends within its influence a greater extent of tenitory, which will in 
tl.me embra.ce a greater population. If tbis work be so important when we confine our 
vIews to th.ls State alone, how unspeakably beneficial mllst it appear, when we extend out 
contemplatIOns to the great lakes, and the country affiliated with them! Waters exten~!n~ 
two, thousand miles from the beginning of the canal, and a country containing mOft: 
territory than all Great Britain and Ireland, and at least as much as France."· . 

Again.-" As the Upper Lakes have no important outlet but into Lake Erie, we .are 
warrante~ i~ saying, that ~Jl their trade must be auxiliary to its trade, and ,that a favourable 
commUilicatlOn by water from Buffalo will render New York the great depot and warehouse 
of the we~tern world." 

. The· same mav be said (If Montreal wilh additional force, when the "r cHand Canal is 

.finished. • . 

.. Again.-'-" 1'he most serious objection against the Omario route (that is, the rOute b)' 
"Which the Lakes Erie nnd Ontario would be ctmnected, which is efli"cted by the 'V-eHand 
Carial} .. ~s, .th'at,it:will ine\'itabIY~l1rfch ,the .territory ef·a foreign power st the exren~ilf 
'the Untte'd.sta~es. ··If ,a canal Iii em aromHt ·.he 1'",11& d"" Nillgani; aod·11$ Cf)t1r\ter\';(flrI1g 
nur coullteractmg system is adopted in relation to Lake Erie, tbe'eemlllerreof -the WM & 

111ft 
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lost to us for ever. When a vessel once descends into Ontario, she will pUl'Sue the course 
ordained by nature. The British government are fully aware of this, and are /lOW taking 
~he most active measures to facilitate the passage down the St. Lawrence. 

"It is not to be concealed, that a great proportion of the productions of our western 
country are now transported to Montreal, even with all the inconveniences attending the 
navigation down the' Seneca and Oswego rivers; but if this route is improved in the 
~ay "prop~sed~ a.nd the other not opened, the consequences will be most prejudicial. 
~ baneJ or flour IS!IOW transported from Cayuga Jake to Montreal, for $. lySoOc;, and it canDo!; 
~e conv~yed to Albany for less than $. 2~"o. This simple tact speaks a volume of admonitory 
InstructIOn." 

~gain.--.:" In g~nera] it may be observed, that the difference between a single and double 
freight forms an Immense saving. Goods are brought from Europe for twenty cents pel' 
cubiC foot; whereas the price from Philadelphia to Baltimore is equal to ten cents. This 
'~IO~~ h?w !al' articles, once embarked, ore conveyed with a very small additiop of freight; 
and I~ such IS the di fference between a single and a ilouole freight, how much greater must 
it be m the case under consideration i " 

, Speaking of the importance of their own canal fi'om New York, as a means of easy 
transpo.l't,they infer that it will tend to prevent smuggling from Canada,-and conclude by 
remarkmg, 

That, "It is with inconceivable regret we record the well known fact, that merchandize 
from Montreal has been sold to an alarming extent on our borders, for 15 per cent below 
the New York prices." , 

.j l\gain.-" However serious the fears which have been entertained of a dismemberment, 
pf the Union by collisions between the North and the South, it is to be apprehended that. 
~he most imminent danger lies in another direction, and that a line of separation may be 
~ventually drawn between the Atlantic and the Western States, unless they are cemented by 
a common, an ever acting, and a powerful interest. The commerce of the ocean and the 
,trade of the. lakes, passing through one channel, supplying the wants, increasing the wealth, 
and reciprocating the benefits of each great section of the empire, will form an imperishable 
cement of connexion, and :tn indissoluble bond of union. New York is both Atlantic and 
Western, and the only State-ift w·ltieh thisunion-of- interest can be formed and perpetuated, 
and in ,,·hich this great centripetal power can be energetically applied. Standing on thii 
.exalted eminence, with power to prevent a train of the most extensive and afflicting cala
mities that' ever visited the world (tor such a train will inevitably follow a dissolution of the 
Uhion) she will justly be considered an enemy to the human race, if she does not exert for 
this purpose the high faculties which the Almighty has put into her hands." 

Apply these suggestions to Montreal, which, by the improvements in the St. Lawrence 
and the "Velland Canal, must become the port of these vast counni('s, in spite of the 
~dvantages possessed by New York. 

Agai'Il.-" But considerations of a political nature seem to us most urgently to recom'.. 
mend the construction of these Canals. The great influence exercised over the Western 
.Indians, even in our own territory, by the subjects of a foreign government, we have alwayi 
.11ad numerous reasons to wish destroyed; this influence depends materially upon establish
ments erected for the promotion of the fur trade. l\ny measure that would open, between o"ne 
of our sea-ports and the region where furs are collected, a road in all respects preferable to 
'any other, besides drawing to our own citizens a profitable commerce, Irould tend, eventually, 
'to the subversion of that influence, and in the mean time offer to us important facilities for 
controlling it. 

"The trade carried Oil between our country and the Canadian provinces is already consi-
. derable, and is rapidly growing. The ti'uits of the earth, from the southern shores of Erie 
and Ontario, and from the borders of Champlain, find their way to the ports of our northern 
;'ieighbours cheaper than they can to any which offers a market of our own, and are there 
~xchilllged for the various commodities of foreign countries. This trade is indeed profitable 
'fa many afoul' citizens who engage in it, but it is much more so to the British. Suhject to 
their control, they direct it to the advancemeilt of all their public interests, and it is nQ 
'ineaninstrument of that advancement; it is evidently tbe vital spirit of their internal navi
,gation, which it cannot !ail to el:alt i~to a consequence that may her~after g:reatly .affe~t .us. 
Would not tbe prosecutIOn of our projects to complete effect result llnmedlately III gIVIng 
to the citizens of the United States the entire profits of this trade, and to government all 
the security and influence connected with a thickly settled frontier, and a most decided 
superiority of shipping on the lakes? 
: " Nothing can be more certain than that the continuance: of OUf union is essential to oUf 
fi·eedom. The means of this continuance are to be found only in the strength of our com
mon interests. "Vhatevel' extends and consolidates these interests, then, must be of dis-
1inguished importance to the government; and can any thing be imagined more efficaciously. 
conducive to these objects, than opening to distant sections of OUI' country the means at 
~sy. and profitable intercourse? Virtuous and enlightened men among us have long de
lighted themselves with looking forward to the period, when a Canal communication between. 
lne Hudson .and Lake Erie would afford to half the United States more ample means o.f 
promotil1g every social interest than have heretofore in aoy country been fW'oished by the 
accomplishment of soy human enterprise." 
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Drawinl}' the trade of the West through Canada to Montreal, of course weakens th,. 
union, in ~i.e same proportion that attracting it to New York tends to consolidate it. 

Again.-" Let us now attend to some ~acts that are. calcul~ted to ilIuslr.ate the subject of 
the inland trade, which we ma,y hope,to derive fro~ the ImmedIate constructIOn of the western 
section of the Canal; these facts Vila be very mIscellaneous, but they are believed to be 
stated on good authority. " 

" By an official statement from the collectors office 10 DetrOIt, dated in 1818, it apEear; 
that there were then owned at that place, and on the United States side of Lake Erie. 
51 vessels, of which the aggregate tonnage was .• • • - - 1,867 tons. 

And vessels of less than ten tons burthen, of whIch the aggregate tonnage} 
201 -was - - - - - - - - - - ,- - __ _ 

In aU 2,068 

" The amount of tonnage owned by the British on the same lake is not known, but i. 
considerable. 

" During six weeks, in the year 1818, the number of boats loaded with the produce 
of the country, chiefly our own, whicn passed down ,the St. Lawrence, Were counted 
near its head, and they averaged fifteen a day for that time. The north part of tbe state 
of Ohio is favoured with numerous rivers, which afford navigation southward into tbe 
country from ten to forty miles; and on the margin of several of these stream~, inexhaustible 
quarries of excellent grindstones, are opened, which now s~ppJy tl!e demand for that article 
in our State for one hundred miles east of Buffalo, notwlthstandmg the expense of land
carriag~; and on a rocky river, within half a mile of .its navigation! there: is an excelle~t 
coal mme. The manufacture of pot and pearl ashes In that State IS conslderable; and It 
would be much increased by affording to them the facilities of transportation, which would 
be' offered hy the construction of the western section of the Erie canal; for they would 
avail themselves of these facilities for the Montreal market, by coming through the canal to 
the mouth of Genesee river; and for the New York market, by coming through the 
canal in the same boat from Buffalo to Schenectady. \-"ith the destruction of their forests, 
the foundation of this trade is rapidly passing away." 

By the following Extract from Niles's Political Register, of last autumn, a work of con .. 
~iderable repute in the United ::;tates, it will be seen that the progress of tbe WeHaDd Canal 
has excited the alarm of our American neighbours; and that they are endeavQuring, asfar 
its in them lies, to counteract the effects its completion must have upon their commerce. , 

" NIAGARA FALLS. 

" An Act of the legislature of New York was obtained (at the last session) to authorize 
the. making of a canal round the Falls of Niagara river, and opening a commercial commvni1 
catlon bel'le'een lake3 Eric qnd Ontario. The distance in which the navigation is interrupted 
(we are informed) is only about seven miles, terminating at Lewiston, where sloops frorn 
the lower lake arrive. Instead, however, of locking down the mountain ridge (300 feet,) 
a railway is proposed, to be travelled by water pottier, aud it is estimated that about 150,000 

dollars will effect the object. The compauy has also the right to use the water for all kinds 
of hydraulic purposes, a matter of great importance to the neighbouring country, which, 
except iit the Falls, very much needs such power; &nd if this improvement shall be efTectecl, 
Lewiston will at once become the seat of many manufactories, and the depot of large 
interior trade, when the projected Oswego canal to the Mohawk river, through the Oneida 
lake. shall be completed---,.as it probably will be; because that the increased population may 
SOOI) require it : and it is thought tltat tltis 'll'ill be a cheaper mode for the transjJortation Of 
goods, thall by the great Erie canal. During the present season, 7,000 barrels ot ashes from 
'the western region, have passed Lewiston for Montreal, which, if these improvements bad 
been effected, would have been forwarded to the city of New York. And when the Canadian 
Weiland callal (intended to make a sloup navigation between Erie and Oni.ario) is completed, 
the quantity of the products of the West, seeking a foreign market 'da the St. Lawrencf:, 
'will, no dO:Ibt, be mightily increased. To prevent this, and secure to our own country 
e,;ery advantage that it should rightly possess, we earnestly wish the openilJg of more 
avenues to the seabord from the'interior; and, with a passage round the Falls of Niagara, 
the navigation of lake Ontario to Onondaga river and Oneida lake, and a canal to the 
Mohawk: or to join the Erie canal, we shou~ld have little to fear frow foreign competition, 
even aided by the Welland canlll. '*' Canada is rapidly increasing in population and wealth, 
and is so located, and may be so improved, as to carry off a valuable part of the trade of the 
'Western regions of the United States, ifnotcounteracted by internal improvements."-Niles. ' 

" • The New York Commercial Advertiser says-The \Yelland Canal i, progressing rapidly. We 
learp, that upwards of one hundred houses have been erected the past year, which are inhabited by 
JlPwards of 500 mechanics, &c. many of whom are frum the l', States. Several merchants have opene4 
stores 011 the line of the canal, and a great increase of business is expected the next Spring. From thl' 
level of the Chippawa, to the Twelve Mile Creek, the canal is nearly ('ompleted, the greatest depth ct 
wpich is ~l'Vent('eD feet of solid day," , 

-
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A d· N°)' ppen IX, :... 

PAPERS respecting the Expense of Emigration to New South Wales. 

(l.)-PAUPER EMIGRANTS. 

(Delivered in by j,fr. Eager, 27 April 1826; a~d 'referred to in p. 142.) 

putline of a PLAN for the Conveyance and Settlement of Paupers 
at New South Wales. 

237 

NEW SOUTH 'VALES possesses such peculiar advantages as to render it perhaps 
the best adapted of any of His Majesty's colonies, for the reception, employment and 
support of that immense mass of pauper population which presses so heavily upon the 
industry and resources of the country; and where every able-bodied labouring pauper in 
England, as well as in Ireland, and his family, may be established as an independent free
holder, with eventually no additional expense to the nation, and with the probability, if not 
certainty, of gradually and at no very distant period finally extinguishing pauperism and 
poor's rate. 

The emigration of the surplus labouring population.of England, consisting, as will appear, 
of several hundred thousand souls, is a matter of the most serious importance, as it respects 
the Jabouring part of the community and the prosperity of the state, as well as in reference 
to the sources from which the funds to meet the expense can be de.rived; the country to 
which it will be prudent and practicable to remove them; and the benefit to the individuals 
themselves. I sball therefore point out tbe circumstances belonging to New Soutb 'Vales 
and Van Diemen's Land, which make these colonies, in my opinion, the most favourable 
of any in the possession of the crown for the reception of poor emil?;rants upon a large 
icale; tbat description of persons of wbich the labouring population of England and Irfidand 
is com posed . 

. The first requisite in any country, and more especially in a new colony, is a good climate. 
In this particular, New South Wales, in which I always include Van Diemen's Land, is in 
no respect inferior to any other country in the world. "Ve have now had the experience 
of eight-and-thirty years, and it serves to show, not only that the climate is most congenial 
to the human constitution in preserving health, but that old and unhealthy persons have 
recovered and preserved a state of health seldom to be found in other countries. It is a well 
ascertained fact that inflammatory and febrile diseases have not hitherto been observed in 
New South Wales. There is no trace to be found of the diseases that prevail in the back 
WO!Jds of America. And as to those fatal diseases of children, small-pox, measles and 
\looping-cough, not one single case has been known to exist. The climate is equally favouI
~ble for all domestic animals. Horned cattle, horses, sheep, swine, and every description 
of poultry, thrive and multiply to a degree I believe seldom known, certainly never exceeded 
elsewhere. In short, with respect to climate, there is not a healthier or finer in the 
world, for man or beast, tbun that of New South 'Vales. 

The next requisite for a colony of emigrants is a fruitful soil; und in thi:.; also New South 
Wales is certainly not inferior to any other colony. It would be too tf:dious to occupy til(> 
time of the Committee with a minute descriptioll of the \'ariety of soil and productions o( 
this colonv; and I shall therefore merely observe, that it contains nllluerous and extensive 
tracts of land, even in the very· small portion of that vast country that has been explored, 
naturally S9 rich and productive, as to yield abundant crops of wheat, maize and barley, in 
some places for. thirtJ' and in other~ for twenty and for fifteen successive years, without 
manure and withopt rest. The.qu!lntity of similar.land. contained in that small section of 
New South Wales, .extending from Jervis Bay, Jat. 35. south, to,PortMacquarie, lat. 31, 
following that parall~l inland to 1480 of east longitude, from thence to Macquarie River, 
and up that river to its source, containing upwards of 60,oo? squ,arc miles, is sufficient to 
afford, not only subsistence, but a farm to every fainily of the surplus labouring population 
of England and Ireland; a section of country i~ whicl~ also <ire ~ontained the harbours of 
Port Jackson, Broken Bay, Botany Bay, JervIS Bay, Batelllan s Bay, POrt Hunter. ,Port 
Stephen, and Port Macquarie, and the rivers Hawkesbury, Hunter, Hastings and Clyde, 
discha,.ging themselves into the ocean; and the Lachlane and Macquarie, running several 
hundred mHes inland. I have made an estimate of the ,quan-tity of good land, fit for agri
cl~ltura~ purpo,ses, t.he growth of grain, hemp, flax, tobacco, wine, and . v~ge~.able oil" r:on
~tuned III the hue of country ,ex,plored by M r, Surveyor-general Oxley, 111 hIS expedrt,loQs 
lllto.the interior, in the years lSI 7 and 1813, and the result is, that it forms a square al'ea 
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of 250 miles every way, 01' 62,500 square mile~, and 40,000,000 acres, and cont~ins at least 
10,000,000 acres of land upon the b~nks of r,lver,s and streams, well watered, nch, fertile~ 
and valuable for all purposes of grazmg, cultivation and .settlement, and capable of pro
ducing, in the greatest ~bundan<:e, ,,:heat, barley. oats, Indian corn, tobacco, flax and ~emp, 
wine and oil, and of rearing and feeding horned cattle, horses and fine-woolled sheep without 
number. A country certainly sufficient, in point o~ e:rtent and fertility of soil, for the 
reception of all the redundant population of Great Bntam and Ireland. 

But there is anoth~r,most impo~tant partic~lar in which t~e colony of New South Wales 
t'lo:cels every other Bfltlsh colony tor pOOl' emlg~'anls, ~o which I beg leave to call the par
ticular attention of the Committee, and that IS the Immense me2ns the government pos
sesses there, in the article of t~e convicts lab?ur properly applied. It i~ necessary, in 
every newly settled country, to IDc,ur v~ry conSiderable expe~se and labour ID cl~aring. the 
land, erecting houses, and procuring live stock, before suhslstence can be obtained from 
the produce of t.he soil. . This expe~se poor emigrants can~ot afford, neither h.av~ they any 
means of procurmg s~bsl?tenc~ while they m.ay be p)'ep~nng the land for .thelr tuture sup
port; so that emigration IS entirely out of thell' power while confined to theIr own resources; 
and if the redundant labouring population of England be left to itself to emigrate, it never 
can do so for want of means. Now in the colony of New South Wales, there are at this 
present time, 1826, upwards of twenty-five thousand male convicts, able-bodied crown 
labourers; of these, fifteen thollsand is quite a sufficient number to be distributed among 
the settlers in the colony and employed in the government works, and the remaining ten 
theusund labourers are ready on the spot to be employed in clearing and preparing land 
for emigrants. As it is important to show the number of labourers in New South 'Vales, 
at the disposal of the government, I will just state how the matter stands. 

At the colonial muster or census of )821, the number of male convicts was found to b~ 
i6,210; of those, there were distributed among and employed by the colonists, in every 
way, 6,927, and 1,378 heM ., tickets of leave;" leaving at the disposal of the government 
7,g05Iabourers. ~ince that period to the end of )824, there will upwards of 10,000 male 
convicts have been sent out; and after allowing 5,000 for the increased demand since the/J, 
1 have no doubt there are now Ilpwards of 10,000 crown labourers, who really are in 
a measure in want of employment, in the colony. It is to be observed, that the govern
ment has to feed, clothe and lodge all the convicts not distributed among the colonists. 
Now ·if those 10,000 crown labourer~, or even a part of them, were employed ill clearing 
and fencin~ farms, and erecting houses on them, they wOllld clear and fence a sufficient 
quantity ot l~nd every year for several thousand farms, and besides erect a house on each 
farm. By the following estimate, it appears that 5,500 labourers will every year prepare 
5,000 farms, on each of which shall be erected a good house, and a sufficient portion ot' 
Jand cleared, fenced and fitted for immediate cultivation, adapted for the immediate re£ep
tion and comfortable settlement of a laboiHing fami!y. 

ESTl:\IATE (A.) 

E,limate of the LabotlJ' and Materials rerfllired to prepare Five thousand Farms, eaeh farm 
10 co!!tain thirty acres of land, fenced with a three-rail fence, one aere cleared and fencf'ct 
~or u garden, five acrt's cleared to cultivate, and a house, 24 feet Inr,g, 12 ft'et wide, allu 

l:( fppt high, wear her-boarded and shingled, erected thereon. 

The labour estimated accordin~ t~ the scale of labour performed by the cOIl\'i(,t Jabollrer~ 
for the government works. 

Scale of Labour: 

Falling trees 
Burning oll'd' -
Hoeing and breaking up new land 

DO - stubble -

1 man -
1 d" 
1 d" 
I d" 

Planting "'heat, maize, &c. 1 d" 
Reaping' • I d" 
Fencing, 3 Tail open mortice fence - 2 d' 

'Sawing - 2 do 
~plitting shingles - 3 do 

I acre 40 perches -
80 do 

I do 
'2 dO 

80 do 

1 dO 80 do 
20 dO 

- 750 feet 
- ",,000 shingles 

~ D~ - pales, 5 feet - - 3 do - 1,500 pales -
.Making and burning bricks - 4 do 
}"raming, roofing, shingling, weather-boarding 2 u" 
Laying bricks - - 2 dO 

- g,ooo bricks 
12 square 

- 4,000 bricks 

per week. 
per do 

per dO 
per d" 
per d" 
per do 

per dO 
per d' 
per d' 

,per d" 
per d· 
per d" 
per d' 

.-\11 materiah and implements, necessary to be procured in England, estimated, at the 
wholesale cost price the1'e. 

Labour 
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Labour lllld :JtIatel'ials required/or eacl, Farm (Iud House. 

Labour: 

Farm-Falling and burning off six acres, fencing ~oo perch, splitting 2,500 pales. 
Materials, 5,000 paling nails, weight 20 lbs. 

House-Materials, 2,600 feet scantling boards and battens, 3,500 shingles, 2,000 bricks, 
10,000 nails of sorts, weight 501bs. 2 locks, 6 pair hinges, and 4 bolts. 

Labour: 

Framing, roofing, shingling, weather-boarding, and flooring the whole ,;6 square, 
bricklaying 7 perches run. 

Laboul'.-5,000 Farms and Houses. 

Falling and burning oft· 
Fencing 
Sawing, scantling and boards 
Shingles, splitting 
Bricks, making -

30,00:) acres 
1,000,000 perches 

13,000,000 feet -
17,500 thousand 
10,000 thousand 

Rough cal'penters work, fl'3ming, roofing, shingling, 
weather. boarding, &c. - 130,000 square 

Dricklaying 10,000 
Ditto, labourers 

Total labourers 
Overseers, one for every 25 labourers -
Superintendents, servants, &c. • 

1,G 1 G men one veal'. 
1,92 3 dO d~ 

668 d" - d" 
253 d" - d" 

!l.j do do 

417 d' - d" 
100 d" d" 
100 d" ([" 

5,161 for a year. 
207 

72 

Total - 5,44U men. 
'fwo principal superintendent.;. 
Eleven deputy ditto, one to every !!o overseers. 

Inasmuch as the government must subsist all the convicts not di"tributed lI1110ng the 
settlers, and as a cOilsiderably greater number than the above remains undistributed and 
to be maintained, I do not think the expense of the maintenance and superintendnH:c of 
the convicts to be employed in preparing these farms should be considered as an additiollal 
expense to the crown, to be charged against the pauper emigrants, or the fund upon which 
they may be sent out. But if it should be considered as a legitimate charge, the followill(; 
will be the amounl:-

.5,440 Men, rations and clothing, at 1"" t. each -
207 Overseers, salary lOt. 

2 Principal superintendents 
11 Deputy 

£.76, (00 -

2,070 

44° 

-I 
, 

1,540 i 

£. 

------, 80,210 

JJiaterialsjur 5,000 Farms alld HOl/ses, to be bought 111 Englalld, Ii:::. 

Nails of sorts 175 ton, At 50 t. pel' tOll £. 8,750 

Locks 10,000 - 2$. tid. 1,250 - -

Hinges, hasps, &c. 15 tOil -,50 t. 750 - _--I 
Iron unwrought - 50 ton . lot. 0300 
Sunuriei 750 

IlIIplemelltsfor ,),200 L'lbourers, Sr. 

Axes, viz.-Falling, 2,200; splitting, ~Joo; carpenters, 1,400; 
total, 4,500, at 3 s. 

Saws-Pit, 400, at 20 s.; cross-cut, 1,000, at 20 $.; hand, 1,300, 
at 4S. 

Adzes, 1,000, at 3 s.; hammers, ISO doz. at 16 •. 
Augers, 125 doz. at 16 S.; gimlets, 200 doz. at :3 s. 
Plane irons, 100 doz. at 10.1'.; trowels, 20 doz. at 15 ,. 
Rules, liquares, compasses, each 50 doz. at '20 .s. 
Shovels, 100; hods, 100, at 3 s. 

------ l:l,OOO 

1,660 

- '270 - I 
130 
oS i 

- 150 -I' 

s. d. 

Iron wedges, 5 ton, at 20 I. - 1 ~~ -- -------! ,),000 --

Total . £'I~-=-=-Equal to, per farm, £. 19. 

It is obvious the real expense, pN farm, will be ouly 3/. the cost of implements ancl 
materials; and indeed, to speak more correctly, the real expense the government would 
incur, in the preparing of these five thousand farms, would be tht:! bare cost of materials 
bought in England, being, as above, only 3,0001. or 13s. 4d. pel' farm, inasmuch as the 
convicts employed in preparing the farms must be subsisted at all events, and implements 
must be provided for them, whatever labour they may be put to. 

This estimate clearly shows that the government possessel:i in New South 'Vales the 
means, at very small additional eXl'ense indeed, 3,0001:, of preparing annually comfonable 

404. 1 i ~ farms 
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farms and houses for no less than five tho~san~ .labouring f~i1ies. I sa.y at a very sma)) 
additional expense, for the expense of mamtammg the convict labourers IS now, and must 
continue to be, borne by the government, whether emp~oyment be found for them or not: 
and employing the convicts in this way w~uld ~e nothmg more than profi~ably applying 
to national purposes that mass of labour whICh IS at comma~d. The convicts employed 
in preparing these farms will require neither more food, clothmg, or superintendence than 
they now require. There is no. difficu!ty in the }a?our to be perfor~e~, as the greater part 
is of the most common and ordmary kmd; and It I~ all of tha~ descriptIOn that the quantity 
a man can and ought to perform is capable of bemg a~certamed, and has been fixed for 
years in the colony; obviously a particular advantag~ In compulsory labour, inasmuch as 
the labourer, however disposed to idlene~s, must perfo~m the regulated quaQ.tity. Sawing, 
shingle splitting, brick-making and fencmg, can be qUickly learned and easily performed 
by any handy Ulan, and are daily: acquired by persons in New South Wales who never 
laboured at them before. A suffiCient number of the only persons I would call mechanics 
rough carpenters and bricklayers, can easily be procured from among the convicts. I; 
short it is quite clear, that from among upwards of twenty-five thousand men, of every 
trade and calling, a sufficient number of every des<:riptio.n of la?ourer and mechanic neces
sary for this purpose can be procured. And there IS beSides thIS other advantage resulting 
to the convicts themselves, in their reforma~ion, .and the. g~neral.interests ~f the colony as 
we)) as the state, that the men employed 111 thlsdescnptlOn ot labour Will be trained to 
become useful labourers and settlers themselves when they become free; they will acquire 
habits of industry and labour in the very particulars in which both will be necessary and 
useful for themselves thereafter. In a word, the employment of the convicts in this way 
would be a school of correction, hard healthy laboUl', and of industry for them; and afford 
the government the means of providing, at no expense to itself, and with great advantage 
to the emigrant, for the emigration gradually and in due time of the redundant labouring 
population of England. 

I now proceed to show the expense of the annual emigration of five thousand families to 
New South Wales, and of their settlement there; and the sources from whence 1 propose 
to derive the funds to defray that expense. 

J propose them to derive the fund, for defraying the expense, from two sources; first 
from the poor's rate, and next from annual rents to be paid by the emigrants for their 
farms, commencing within a certain period after their settlement on them. And my plan 
is, that the contribution from the poor's rate shall be lOZ. per annum, for jourteelt years, 
for every family, man, wife and three children, of five persons emigrating: and the annual 
rent to be paid by each emigrant settler, shall be also 10/. commencing the third year of 
his settlement. It appearing from Estimate (D.) that he will be well able at that period to 
commence the payment of such a rent. 

In the following Estimates, ~B.) and (C.) I suppose the emigrants to be paupers; and that 
it will be necessary to give them a passage out, and to find them provisions, ship furniture, 
and clothing for the voyage; and to·supp~y them in-the colony, on their farms, with rations 
and clothing, until they can, from the produce of their farms, maintaill themselves; and 
also with household furniture, implements of agriculture, seed, and live stock sufficient to 
enable them to commence and profitably cultivate their lands. Estimate (D.) shows ill what 
period of time the labouring emigrant can bring his farm into a state of cultivation, his 
annual expenses and returns, and the rent he can afford to pay thereuut. I suppose the 
various articles to be purchased' at wholesale ready-money prices, and the duties of cus
toms and excise, on every article subject therelo, to be drawn back as upon exportation. Esti
mate(B.) shows the supplies necessary for and the expense of the voyage uut. -Estimate(C.) 
shows the supplies necessary for and the expenses of the emigrant, when on his farm ill 
the colony. And estimate (D.) shows the period of time in which he can bring his farm 
into productive cultivation. 

ESTIMATE (B.) 

Estima.te of theE:..: pense of conveying Pauper Emigrants to New South ~ ales, calcul~ting 
each family to consist of man, wife and three children, and to be supplied WJlh muons, 
bedding, clothing, and all other lIe~essaries for the voyage. 

A Vessel of 400 TOIM will well accom1twdate Forty Families, allowing rach Family 
a Cabin sixftet square. 

Freight.-400 tons, at Sl. per ton -
75 tons water casks, at 40 s. 
Fitting up cabins and cabouse 

Provisions, at the following weekly rations for each family, viz. 
161bs. beef and pork, 211bs. bread, 5lbs. flolJr, 3 f lb. rice, 
3 quarts pease, 4 quarts oatmeal, 5lbs. sugar, ! lb. tea, 
lIb. suet, 1 lb. raisins, 2 oz. mustard, 10Z. pertler, 1 pint 
vinegar, J pint lime juice, 1 quart rum. 

32 barrels pork - at 75 s· 
!l0 tierces beef 1 30 $. 

£. 
2,000 

150 

150 

s. d. £. s. d. 

2,300 - -
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t. I. d. £, s. d. 

7 t tons bread 
II ditto flour· 

!;IS cwt. rice -
75 bushels pease 
'58 cwt. oatmeal 
~ tons sugar 

4001bs. tea 
8 cwt. suet • 

. 8 cwt. raisins 
1 cwt. mustard 

',50 lbs. pepper -
100 gallons lime juice 
100 ditto vinegar 
lIOO ditto rum • 

Hospital Stores, viz. 
1 pipe wine· 

100 lb. portable soup 
200 lbs. Scotch barley 
112 lbs. sago • 

101bs. pimento 
Medicine chest 
Fumigating stores 
Furniture, bedding, clothing, &c. &c. 

'lol. 
ditto 
15'· 
7 s. 

HIS. 

361. 
- ~s. 6d. 

5°'· 
4° 8• 
70S• 
6d. 

- 1 s. Gd. 
• 1S.6d. 
- 1 s. Gd. 

- at 301. 
1 s. 
3 d. 

4° 8• 
gd. 

Bedding, Furniture, Clothing, and other Necessaries for each 
Family; viz. 

Bedding: 
2 mattresses 
3 pair sheets, 6 s.; 2 blankets, 3 s. 6 cZ. -
'l coverlits, at 2 s. -6 d.; 2 pillow-cases, '2 I. 

at 58. 

30 - -
5 
II 10 -
II - -

- 7 6 
20 

5 
35 

- 10 -

5 -
- 9 -

£. II 4 -
Forty families at -

Furniture; viz. 
1 iron kettle, 7 s.; '2 iron saucepans, 3 s. 6 d. 
5 tin plates, 'l tin dishes, 6 mugs - -
6 knives and forks, 6 iron spoons, 1 tea-pot, 1 frying-pan 

Necessaries: 

10 lb. soap, at 4! d. per. lb. 
1 lb. thread, at '2 s. 

100 needles, i lb. pins -
1 scissors, 1 razor 

£. 
Forty families, at -

- - 3 9 
- - 2 -

- - 2 6 

- 14 -
- 7 6 
- 7 9 

9 3 

- -~6 
- - 10 9 

Forty families, at - ',-------1 
Clothing: 

Men's Suits, viz. 
1 kersey jacket, 7 s.; 1 do trowsers, 4- s. 6 d. 
1 duck trowsers, '2 s. 6 d. and 1 duck frock, 3 s. 
'2 cotton shirts, '2 s. 4 d.; 1 pair shoes, 5 s. 
1 hat, '2 s. 6 d.; 2 handkf.~. 11 d. • 

11 6 
- - 5 6 

9 8 
4 4 

--- 111 
Women's Suits: 

2 jackets printed calico, at 4 s.; '2 shifts white do 3 s. 
2 petticoats, calico, at 3 8. ; '2 caps 6 d. 
~ handkerchiefs, at 6 d.; 1 pair shoes, 4 •. ; 1 pair 

stockings, 1 S. -

Boy's Suits: 

- 14 -
7 -

- 6 -

1 kersey jacket, at 5 s. 6 d.; 2 canvas trowsers, at t s. - 9 6 
'2 cotton shirts, at 'l s.; 1 pair shoes, 3 s. 6 d.; 1 cap, IS. - 8 6 

----, 
Girl's Suits: 

~ roundabouts,calico,at41.; 2shifts,at2s. 6d. - 13 -
1 petticoat, 2 s. 6 d.; 1 pair shoes, 3 s.; 1 cap, 6 d. - - 6 -

- - 19 -
£·1 

7 -

- 18 -

18 -

5 14 -

665 - -

100 - -

88 - -

58 10 -

21 10 -

'l'l8 - -Forty families, at - -------1 
I ---

including freight, provisions, Total expense of the passage, 
I. furniture, of forty families 

clothing and 

Eu alto, per family; sa l. 10 I. 
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ESTIMATE (C.) 

Estimate of the Expense of maintaining P';luper Em~gr::tnt~ at the Settlement, until they 
can support themselves by the produce of thell' farms, Includulg provisions clothing furni-
ture, agricultural implements, seed, and live stock. ' J 

The emigrant should arrive between the first of April and the first of July. Having a house 
built, and ~ix ~cres of land ready cleared, he .will, .in t~e first year, plant half an acre of 
potatoes, npe In ~anuary, ~nd five acres of maIze, npe In May. He will therefore require 
t~ be supplied thiS year, With meat all the year; comforts all the year; grain, or bread, for 
mne months. 

ProlJisiolls.fi;r each Family at the following Weekly Ration. 

£. s. d. £. 9. d. 
161b. salt pork, at 3~ d. per lb. 4 8 

r, lb. sugar, at 4 d. ; fib. tea, 2 s. 6 d. - ., 11 

4 lb. rice, at 1 f d. - - - (j 

52 weeks, at - - 8 1 

35 Ibs. flour, or ~ bushels of wheat, 40 weeks, 
at - - G -

Comforts: 

28 lb. soap, at 4 fd.; 4 lb. mu,tard, at 1 ~. 
4 lb. pepper, at 1 s.; f cwt. sait, at 7 s. 

Thread, pins, needles - I 

21 - 4 

l'~ 

- 14 6 
- 7 G 
- 8 -

1-------1 
Bedding and furniture same as supplied 

ship-board, and in addition to that -
Clothing: suit and half each persoll 

on ! 
- I 

Agricultural Implements, &c. 

1 cross cut saw, 1 hand saw, ~ hoes, I spa(lc, 
2 axes, 1 adze, I hammer, 2 augurs, 
6 gimlets, I pick axe, 1 drawing knife. 
1 sickle, I rake, 1 fork, 1 flour sieve, I bleei 
mill for every 4 familieE, 1,000 nails, of sorts 

Seed: fol' f acre potatoe~, 2 cwt. at 5 s. -
5 acre~ maize, 1 bushel at 4 s. -
5 ditto wheat, 10 ditto, at 8 s. 
Garden seeds 

- 10 -

- 4 -
+ 

Live Stock, viz. ) sow pig, at 30 s.; ". Iltore ditto, at 20 s. 
poultry, lOS. -

Total for each family the fil'l.t year -

33 4 

) 10 -

:~ 15 -
8 10 -

3 10 -

4 15 -

6 I 

£. s. d. 

F~0':1 after the first year the emigrant will be able to ioupport himself and family by the produce 
of hIs tarm. 

ESTIMATE (D.) 

Computation and Estimate of the period of Time in which the labouring emigrant Settler 
can bring his land into a state of productive cultivation, with the quantity of produce and 
value; as well as the re'ntul he can afford to pay thereout, by way of return, for the expense 
of his conveyance and settlement. 

I suppose the settler to be put in possession of a farm, co~taining thirty acres of land, 
surrounded with a three rail and post fence, whereon a house IS erected; five acres of the 
land cleared, and fit to commence cultivating; and a garden of one acre also cleared and 
fenced; and to enter on his farm between the first of April and the first of july. 

The mode of labour with the hoe and axe being what the emigrant is unaccustomed to, 
I suppose him to perform no greater quantity of labour the first year than what the convicts 
perform for the crown, working only five days in the week, ~rom six o'clock in the morning 
to three in the afternoon each day; after the first year he WIll be fully able to perform the 
lIsual quantity oflabour performed in the colony. 

The general crops are maize, or Indian cum, wheat, rye, barley. Maize is planted 
October, NdVember and December, ripe and gathered April and May; wheat, rye and 
barley, sown March, April, May and June, reaped November and December; potatoell 
planted in August, ript: in Jauuary, and planted January and February, ripe iii July; garden 
veg~table~, two crop:> a year. 
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The Produce I estimate very low t'i:. 

Maize lI5 bushels per acre; on virgin land, 30 bushels. 
Wheat - 16 ditto - ditto - on - ditto ~o ditto. 
Barley and rye lIO ditto ditto - on - ditto 25 ditto. 
Potatoe~ 100 ditto ditto. 

The first column showl the seasons' the second, the quantity and kind of labour; the third, the 
.umber of days in which one man will 'perfol'm it. 

FIRST YEAR. 

Sta!on. Quantity, &c. of Labour. 
July - - Hoeing, preparing, and planting f acre of potatoes 
July, Aug.1 H . I ' Ii " 

and Sept.J oemg 5 acres new ana, or maize· - -

September Planting ditto - ditto ditto 
October &1 . . 
November jFallmg timber on 5 acres 

Hoeing maize, ,5 acres 
Nov. Dec.)" . If' b 

& Jan. Jnurnmg 0 tIm er, 5 acres 

Hoeing maize 5 ditto 
Garden and hoeing, and planting i acre potatoes 

Feb. Mar. \ Hoeing 5 acres new land for wheat 
& April J Planting - ditto - - -

May - Harvesting maize,s acres 
.1 une - - Falling timber ditto -

Sundry labour 

SECO~D YEAH. 

July - - Garden, potatoes, &c. 
J\UgUit - Burning timber, 5 acres 

Total this Year -

Sept. andlH ' d' I I' . October J oemg an preparing 5 acre~ Ilew an( tor mUlzl: 

Planting ditto 
November Falling timber, 5 acres 

Hoeing maize 
December Reaping and harvesting 5 acres wheat 

Hoeing maize, 5 acres 
January - Garden, potatoes, &c. 

Threshing wheat -
February - Hoeing 5 acres maize stubble, for wheat 
March - Ditto 5 acres w heat stubble, for barley 

April 
May -
June -

Planting 5 acres wheat and 5 of barley 
Harvesting 5 acres maize 

- Huming timber, 5 acres 
- Threshing 

THIRD YEAH. 

July - - Garden, planting potatoes, &c. -
August -1 H' I' I I l' • " t b j oelng am preparmg 5 acres new alH, lor I!Ialze ",ep em ~r 

Planting • ditto -
October - Falling timber, 5 acres - - -
November Reaping and harvesting barley, 5 acres 

Hoeing maize - - - - -
December Reaping and harvesting wheat, 5 acres 

Hoeing maize - - - -
January - Garden, planting potatoes, &c. 

. Threshing 
February - Hoeing 10 acres stubble, for wheat and barley 
March - Planting barley, 5 acres 
April - -Planting wheat, 5 acres 

Harvesting maize, 5 acres 
May . - Burning timber, 5 acres 
June - - Threshing 

Total 

Total 

DRY' Labour. 

10 

60 

10 

5 
60 

5 
H 

60 
IS 
5 

25 
1:.1 

300 

10 

40 

40 

10 

20 

10 

10 
:.10 

20 

:; 
40 
10 

Da),!, 

1'1 

10 

20 
20 

5 
'lO 

3 
n 
15 
40 
10 

10 
10 

40 
Ul 

The third year, the settler will have brouO'ht his farm into full cultivation, and his annual CI'OPIl 

will be 5 acres of wheat, 5 of barley, and 5 ~f maize; beside 1 acre of garden land; and the .settler, 
with such assistance as his family will give him, will be able to keep his farm in this state of tillage. 

404· Ii 4 
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The Settler', Annual EzpeIJse and Produce, will k fl8follow,: 

FIRST YEAR. 

Expenses: 

The settler being supplied from the emigra
tion fund, with all necessaries, will be at no 
expense this year. 

Produce: -

Five acres maize, 150 bushels consumed OD 
the farm this and the next year. '. 

SECOND YEAR. 

Clothing -
Implements 

Expenses: 

Sugar, 3 cwt. 42 s. -} 
Tea, 281bs. at 2 s. 6 d. 
Comforts - - -
Two store pigs -
Sundries - -

- £.10 
2 

9 16 -

2 - -

3 
4 -

Expenses - - - £.28 - -

Produce: Blllbels. 

Five acres wheat - - 100 
Consumed on farm, food and 

seed - 50 

For sale, at 7 s. 

.Five acres maize -
Consumed on farm 

For sale, at 3 s. 

50 - £.17 lp 

80 - - 12 '- -

Produce - - - £. 29 10 -

THIRD YEAR. 

Clothing -
Implements 

Expenses: 

Tea; sugar, &c. 
Comforts and sundries 

Leaving a balance for rent of 

- £.10 
2 -' -

10 
4 ------

£.26 
11 - -

£·3':! - -

Produce: 

Five acres wheat 
Consumed on farm -

For sale, at 7 s. 

Five acres barley 
Consumed on farm -
For sale, at 48. 

Five acres maize 
Consumed on farm -

For sale, at 3 s. 

Bushelil. 

. 80 
- 30 

- 50 - £.17 10 -
- 100 
- 40 

- 60 - - 12 - -
- 125 
- 75 

- 50 7 If) -----
£·37 - -

Every future year ~i11 be, as to expense and pr~duce, the ;ame as this year; and it appearll the 
settler can.well afford to pay a rent of lOt. per annum for his farm. 

The Total Expense a! Conveyivg and Settling those Poor Emigrallts, 5,000 Families, • 
will be asfollows : 

Per Family and Farm: 
Preparing farms, implements and materials 
Passage out - - _ -. - _ -
Maintenance at the settlement, ODe year -

. Total per family 

And for 5,000 families 

- £. 3 
86 10 -
61 

- £.150 10 -

Total for 5,000 Families 
and Farml, 

--' 
£.15,000 - -
432,50 0 
305,000 

------------I--------~ 
£. 752,5°0 . 
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-(2.)-

DETAIL PAUPER EMIGRATION, ENGLAND. 

MY. object beit.tg respectfully to submit to the consideration of the Committee, a plan 
by .whlch 1 conceIve the redundant labouring population of England may be enabled to 
emIgrate to !'lev: South Wales, with advantage to themselves, benefit to the State, and to 
the fin.al extinctIOn of poor's rate; and it being, I think, shown that the government pos
sesses I~ t?at colony a country abounding with rich and valuable land, and abundant means 
to put It III ~a state fit for the reception of poor emigrants; I shall now proceed to show to 
what ~xtent emigrati~n ~hould be carried, and the extent to which pauperism and poor's 
rate WIll be thereby dIminished. 

In order to arrive at some idea of the extent to which emigration should be carried, it 
~ecomes ne~essary to ascertain, as nearly as possible, the number of the redundant labour
~ng popu.latlon; for the number to emigrate should be such as not only.to prevent .an 
mcrease In, but gradually to carry off that redundance, and reduce the labourmg populatIOn 
to its just and sound limits; something of an equality between the supply and demand, 
between the labouring population and such employment as will afford it a living wages. 

When the supply and demand for labour is equal or nearly equal, the wages of labour 
ought to be, and indeed will be sufficient to maintain the labourer and his family. But if 
the wages of labour be not sufficient for the subsiatence of the labourer, either by reason 
of excess in the supply of labour and consequent over competition and reduced wages; or 
by reason of the inadequacy of the funds from which the labour of wages is derived (both 
of which causes operate in England), the labourer must come to some other fund for his 
deficient subsistence, and that fund is the poor's rate. The amount of poor's rate, there
fore, will become the best criterion and datum by which to ascertain the redundant labour
ing population; for the extent of that redundance is exactly the number which, making 
allowance for aged and impotent poor and over competition, the poor's rate will wholly 
subsist throughout the year. 

In the various Returns made to Parliament, the number of persons relieved by poor's rate 
is gi,'en only for the years ending Easter 1803, 1813, 1814, and 1815.* In those years the 
amount expended in relief of the poor, and the number of persons relieved, and the average 
price of wheat, was as follows :-

Permanently relieved, Total Persolls I Tota! Amount Average 
Occasionally relieved. expellded 

price of 
Out of relieved, not including in relief of the 

- In Workhouse. Children. Poor. Wheat. 
Workhouse. 

I 
I £. 

180 3 82.746 311 ,991 295,912 690 ,649 ! 4,°77,891 63s. . -
181 3 - - 96,416 406,440 42 4,870 92 7,72G 6,656,105 128 s. 

1814 - - 93,242 4°1,758 414,55~ 90 E),553 6,294,584 98s. 

181 5 - . 87,'274 378,709 387,113 853,096 5,418,845 70s.6d. 

Children are not included, and the amount expended was actually paid as relief~ and did not 
inclnde the expense of removals, salaries, law, &c. 

In the vears 1812-13. and 1813-14, the price of provisions was so high as evidently to 
increase c~llsiderably the number of persons coming on the rate for relief, and those years 
are therefore not fit to be taken as a general criterion. The years 1802-3 and 1814-15, 
were 011 the contrary years of average cheapness as to provisions, the average of the price 
of wheat for those two years being nearly the same as the average of 1820 and 1821; the 
former 66s. gd. the latter.6ss. 11 d. per quar~er. I therefore tak,e the ~vera&"e,ofthe years 
1802-3 and 1814-15, as coming the nearest, In respect of the pm·.e of proVISions, to the 
present time, and to what may be considered as the avera$e of ordlllary years. The num
ber of persons who received relief from the rate (average ot 1802-~ and 1814-15), was thus: 
Permanently relieved in workhouses, 85,010; permanently relieved out of workhouses, 
345,350·; occasionally relieved, 341,517' Now it is evident those persons did not receive 
reliefequal to their entire subsistence during the period relief was affurded them, much less 
throughout the year. The greater number of those described as " permanently relieved in 
workhouses," were perhaps entirely subsisted throughout the year from the ra~e; sotlle~ but 
not many, of those" permanently relieved out of w(~rkhouse," wer~ also s.ubslsted entIrely 
from the rate, but certainly the far greater part l'ecel\'ed only partial subSistence from that 

fund, 

" See Poor Abstracts, April 20, 1818. 

K"k 
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fund, and none of those" occasionally" rel.ie~ed were wholly subsisted even during the 
period they received r~lief; ,for th~ great maJo~tt~ .ofp~rsons " relieved out of workhouse"r 
and" occasionally rehevea, received such rebef JD aid of wage3 or other means of sub
sistence. I therefore assume-

That those " permanently relieved in workhouses" were wholly subsisted 
throughout the year - - - - - - - -- - _ 

That those " per~anen~ly relieved out of workhouses': received relief equal 
to one-half their subSistence throughout the year, which would be equal to 
entire subsistence for half the number, or 

That those " occasionally relieved" received relief equal to one-fourth their 
subsistence throughout the year, or .to one-~alf their subsistence for half the 
year, which would be equal to entlfe subSistence throughout the year for 
one-fourth the number, or - _ - -

Person •. 

Total, equal to entire s.ubsistence throughout the year for 343,064 adults. The amount of 
rate applied to the relief of the poor, average of the y~ars ~8?2-:3 Blld 18.14-15, was 
4,748,368l. sterling. The actual amount of rate expended. 10 rehel of the poor 10 1814-15, 
was 5.418,845/.; and it regularly increased to 7,890,148/.10 the year 1817-18, and again 
gradually declined to 5,773,0961. in the year 18:.22-23. The averag~ price of wheat in the 
former period, 1802-3 and 1814-1~ was, as before observed, very httl~ above the average 
prices of 1820 and 1821; and makmg every allowance for the small.dlfference in the price 
of provisions, I think 1 may conclude, that the number of persons relieved from the rate is 
relatively as great now as it was ill the years 1803 and 1815. 

If the expense of subsistence be nearly the same as in 1803 and 1815, the number of 
adults, with their families, which the amount of rate paid in relief in 18~2 would have 
wholly subsisted throughout the year, would have been 459,408; but if the average of the 
three most favourable years of the last twenty-five,.1803, 1815 and 1822, be deemed as 
coming nearer to the truth, it will give the number of adults as 401,236. And as it appears 
from the Population Returns of 1821, made to Parliament,* that the relative proportion of 
persons in everyone hundred of the population is forty-nine undt-r twenty years of age, and 
fifty-one upwards of twenty years of age, there will be 385,501 children and persons under 
twenty years of age, making the number which the poor's rate will wholly subsist through t 

out the year, adults and children, 786,737 souls. And if one-eighth be allowed for aged and 
impotent poor, there will remain 688,3:15 persons, or 140,481 families (at 4-/0" persons each 
fillnily, that being the average of the falllilies of Eugland and \Vales), subsisted by poor's 
rates, who ought to be subsisted by the wages of labour. 

Two prillcipal causes concur in compelling- the labouring population to come on the rale 
for subsistence, the inadequacy of the fund from which the wages of Jabour is derived; aurl 
the reduction of wages of labour by reason of an excessive supply. The former cause is 
certainly the principal one, the latter is but a consequence of the former. If we could 
discover the precise. degree in which each operates, we could then ascertain the exact 
excess of the labounng population; for in the same proportion as the fund, from which the 
wages of labour is derived, is inadequate to the subsistence of the labouring population, is 
that population excessive? (By excessive labouring population, I would be always under
stood to mean such a population as the wages of labour will not maintain.) There are, how
ever, no data by which we can arrive at this discovery, all(l we can only form a conjecture, 
perhaps not very wide of the truth, that the former of these two causes operates to double 
the extent of the latter; that is, that the fund from which the wages of labour is derived 
is inadequate to the subsistence of the labouring population by 93,654 families, containing 
458,903 souls, and an expense to other funds, in' the shape of poor's rate, of 3,~77,8901.; 
and that the excessive supply of labourers produces an over competition and consequenl 
reduction in the wages of labour below its fair rate, so as to bring on the rate an expense 
equal to the subsistence of 46,287 families, containing 229.452 souls, and amounting to 
1,638,9451. sterling. 

Although it Dlay not be practicable for the entire, or allY very considerable part of the 
estimated redundant families to emigrate at once, or in a very ,hort period of time, yet it 
is necessary that such a number shall emigrate as will gradually carry off all the redundant 
population; and in order to do so, the number should annually be, at least, so much greater 
than the annual increase of that redundance, as not only to keep it down, but to reduce and 
finally carry it off. No~v the average of annual births in England and Wales is as " one 
in every thirty-five," and of deaths, as" one in every forty-eight" of the population; there 
will be in the estimated redundant population of 458,903 souls, 13,111 births, and 7,f)l2 
deaths annually, and the difference, 5,199, will be the annual increa5e. SupposiQg, there
fore, five tho'usand families, consisting of 25,000 souls, to emigrate annually, it will oot only 
curry off the current increase, but the whole redundant population in twenty-six years, and 
the.refore I fix upon that as the most convenient a.nd expedient number of families to 
emigrate annually. 

I have now to show the relief that will accrue to the poor's rate from the emigration of 
Buch paupers: now, in order to estimate this, it becomes necessary, io the first place, to 

. ascertain 

;0 See Enumeration and Population Abstracts, July ~, 1822. 
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Mcertain the amount of the rate which, upon an average of the whole kingdom, it will take 
wholly to subsist throughout the year a labouring pauper family, consisting of the general 
average number of persons; ,and, in the next place" the wages of labour which such 
a family, if fully employed would earn; for, as will be shown, the amount of relief to the 
rate will be the mean or average of those two sums, whatever they maybe, less the amount 
of contribution to the Emigration Fund. 

With respect to the amount of rate then. It has been seen, that upon an average of the 
two years in the last twenty-five, 1803 and 1815, wherein the amount of rate and the price 
of wheat was lowest, and the amount of rate expended in relief oft-he poor was sufficient 
w~oIJy to subsist throughout the year 343,064 adults, added to whic~ the proportion of 
chIldren H, 329,612 makes 672,676 souls; or at 4/0 persons each famdy, 137,281 families. 
The amount expended, average of the same years, was 4,748,368l. sterling, giving for each 
family 34l. 11 S. 9~d. And I do conclude, that the cost of wholly subsisting such a family, 
five persons, throughout the year by poor's rate, is not now, nor is it likely in future to be, 
less than that sum; the average price of wheat during the year, calculated on being 66s. 9d. 
per quarter, being very nearly what it may be presumed the average price of wheat ill 
England will generally be, 6ss. per quarter. . , 

With respect to the wages of labour.-It is evident, that the fund available for the wages of 
labour is not sufficient to afford subsistence to the whole labouring population, and the defi
ciency is made up by assessment or rate. Any part of that population withdrawn makes room 
for an equal number to be employed, and to receive subsistence to that extent from the wages 
of the labour fund; and to the same extent relieves the rate from their subsistence. Every 
labourer and his family emigrating, although he may not have received, nor be likely to 
claim, any relief from the rate, will, by the vacancy he creates in the supply of labour, make 
room for the employment of an equal quantity of nl)W unemployed labour, and the rate will 
be as effectually relieved thereby as if the pauper actually receiving relief had emigrated. 
H a labourer, not a pauper, emigrates, the rate is relieved to the extent of the wages of his 
labour, or nearly. If a pauper labourer emigrates, the rate is relieved to no greater extent 
than in the former case; for the amount of his wages paid out of the wages fund, together 
with the sum he receives from the rate, is the measure of relief the rate will receive; and 
both those amounts will not exceed, nor indeed equal the wages of the non pauper labourer; 
inasmuch as the subsistence or income received in the shape of rate, is never equal to that 
obtained as the wages of labour. It is, therefore, clear that the emigratiun of llon pauper 
labourers, or of in part pauper labourers, or of wholly pauper labourers and their families, 
will all equally relieve the rates, not only to the extent to which they receive subsistence 
from it, but also to the extent nearly of the wages of labour which they receive or earn. 
I say nearly; for, as before observed, the subsistence afforded by the rate is always more 
scanty, and therefore less expensive than that from wages. A tamily ill full employment 
will eam and spend in subsistence a greater sum than a family out of employ and subsisted 
by the rate can or will be allowed. I therefore conclude, that the actual relief which will 
be afforded the poor's rate by the emigration of a labouring family, wiJl be the mean or 
average of the amount of wages such a family would earn, and the amount of rate it would 
take wholly to subsist such a family as paupers. 

The average numbers, ages and sexes of families in England and "Vales, as appears by 
the Population Returns of 1821, for every forty families, of one hundred and ninety-six per
sons, is as follows: fifty-five persons, i. e. twenty-eight males and twenty-seven females, 
under ten years of age; twenty-two persons, eleven males and eleven females, between ten 
and fifteen years of age; nineteen persons, nine males and ten females, between, fifteen and 
twenty years of age; seventy-three persons, thirty-five males and thirty-eight females, 
between twenty and fifty years ages; twelve persons, six males and six females, between 
fifty and sixty years of age; and fifteen persons, eight males and seven females, sixty years 
and upwards. The average wages of labour of England and Wales is, 1 think; not over
rated in the following estimate for forty families, consisting of one hundred and ninety-six 
persons. 

I, Males: 
. ~ .. 

35 men, 20 to 50 years of age, at '5"· per week -
6 .ditto, 50 to 60 - ditto - at 7 s. 6 d. ditto 
9 lads, 15 to 20 - ditto - at 6 s. - ditto 

11 boys, 10 to 15 - ditto - at 3 s. - ditto 

Females: 
38 women, '20 to 50 ditto - at 3 s. - ditto -

6 ditto - 50 to 60 ditto - at 2 s. - ditto -
10 girls - 15 to 20 ditto - at 48. - ditto -
11 ditto - 10 to 15 ditto - at zs. 6d. ditto -

£ . .s. d 
~ 1,365 

117 
140 8 -
85 16 -

'296 8 

31 4 -
104 
71 10 

£.2,211 6 

Equal to, per family - 55 5 7 -t 
A verage expense of subsisting such a family by poor'lI rate would be, as before 

icen - £.34 11 9! 

K k 2 The 
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The mean or average of whic~ two sums ~f 45.1., nearly, will ~e about the amount of 
aonual relief the rate would receive by the emigratIon o~ every famIly oflaboorers. How
ever, in order to be .within the trut~ rather than without Il, I calculate in the estimates upon 
the amount of relief to the poor s rate, at only 40/. per annum for every family of five 
persons emigrating, from .which, deducting the contribution of 10 I. per annum to the 
emigration fund, the remamder, or 30 I. per annum. for every family emigrating will be 
the amount of permanent relief and reduction that wIll take place in the rate. ' 

The followinO" is a sketch of the principles up?n which this plan of pauper emigration 
might be condu~ted, as to the selection of the emigrants and management of the funds: 

1. That the families to emigrate shall be selected fro~ every parish in England and 
Wales, in the same proportion to the number of paupers In each parish, that the whole 
number of families annually emi~rating be~r t? the whole numbe~ of. paupers in England; 
and where the number of paupe!s 10 any pansh I~ not such as to entitle It to supply one family 
of emigrants, two or more parIshes shall be uDlted for that purpose. 

2. That in the first instance, it shall be left to the requisite number of families from each 
parish to volunteer to emigrate; and if the requisite number s~all not v?lullteer they shall 
be ballutted for; and any person selected by ballot and refuslOg to emigrate, shall, with 
his wife and children, be for ever incapable of receiving parochial relief in any part of 
England or Wales. 

3. That every family emigrating shall consist of an able-bodied, healthy, married labourer, 
mechanic or artizan, having a wife, and, at least, two, children: it being understood that 
none will be received but able-bodied labouring men having families. 

4. That a contribution of lO/. per annum, forfourteen years, shall be paid from the poor'. 
rate to the emigration fund for every family of five persons, man, wife and three children, 
emigrating; and be applied in discharge of the expense of the conveyance and settlement 
of the emigrants at New South Wales. 

5. That each emigrant shall pay a rent for his farm of 101. per annum, in perpetuity, to 
~omme~ce the third year of his settlement, to' be carried to the emigration fund, and applied 
III carrymg on the system. 

6. That the money annually required to defray the expense of the conveyance and settle
~nent of the emigrants, shall be raised in the first instance by loan, bearing four per cent 
Interest, to be secured by stock created on the rate, and guaranteed by Parliament. 

7· That the rat~ co.ntribution and rent shall be applied, first, in payment of the interest 
oflhe loan, then 1Il discharge of the annual expense of the system; and the surplus as it 
arises in liquidation of the loan until paid off. 

8. That a "Board of Emigration" be established, consisting of members in 
England, and members in the colony of New South Wales, to conduct and manage 
the whole system. 

The following Estimate will show the operation of such a system in detail: 

Estimate showing: First, the annual expense of conveying and settling five thousand 
pauper families at New South 'Yales. Secondly. the period of time in which the redundant 
labouring population (140,481 families) may be withdrawn from England, and established 
as freeholders there. And thirdly, the consequent reduction that would take place in the 
poor's rate. 

This estimate is made upon the principle that the amount of contribution from the poor's 
rate, taken at 101. per annum per family, for fourteen years, aided by the rent to be paid 
by the emigrants, 10 I. per annum, commencing the third year of his settlement, will fully 
provide for the expense of the emigrants removal and settlement, estimated as before shown, 
at 150 I. lOS. And therefore, that in the first year after the emigration of each family, the 
amount of rate, over and above the contribution to the emigration fund for that family (30/.), 
will be permanently reduced, and in the fifteenth year the contribution will be reduced. 

I suppose the whole expense of each annual set of families or party to be incurred in 
the first instance; and the amount to be raised by loan; the contribution from the rate, and 
the rents to be paid over at the end of the year to the emigration fund. The interest of the 
loan to be paid annually, and the principal to be gradually paid off as the funds will allow, 
to commence as soon as there shall be a surplus of income, after paying the current anoual 
expenses. 
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THE First Column shows the Annual Expenditure; the Second Column the Annual Receipts; the 
Third Column the Amount borrowed, or Loan, each year; and the Fourth Column the Amount 
of Poor's Rate reduced each year. 

FIRST YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 

,000 families, first party 
nterest on loan -

5 
I 

-
-

Balance carried to next year 

Receipts, viz. 

-
-
-

L oan: amount borrowed this year 
Rate contribution, first party -

-
--

-
-

---

--
A mount of rate reduced, that of the first party 

SECOND YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 

,000 families, second party 
nterest on loan - -

5 
I 
B alance to next year -

Receipts, viz. 

alance from last year -
oan - - - -

B 
L 
R ate contribution, two parties 

- -- -
- -

- -
- -
- -

A mount of rate reduced, second party 

THIRD YEAR. 

b 
I 

Expenditure, viz. 

,000 families, third party 
nterest on lmm -

B alance to next year 

Receipts, viz. 

aiance from last year 
oan - - -

-
-

--B 
L 
R ate contribution, three parties 

--
-

-
-

A mount of rate reduced, third party 

-
--

-
-
-

-

FOURTH YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 

,000 families, fourth party 
nterest on loan _ -

5 
I 
B alance to next year -

Receipts, viz. 

alance from last year -
oan - - - -

---

-
-

B 
L 
R 
R 

ate contribution, four parties -
ent from emigrants, first party 

-
--

-
-
-
-

A mount of rate reduced, fourth party 

--
-

-
-
-

-

-
-
-

-
-
-

-

-
-
-

--
--

-

Receipts. Loan. 
Amount of 

Rate reduced. 

Expenditure. 

-- £. £. £. 
- £.752,5°0 
- 30,100 
- 19,9°0 

£.802,500 

- - - 75'2,500 75'l,500 
- - - 50,000 

-----
£. 802,500 

- - - - - - . 150,000 

- £.752,500 
- 59,400 
- 40,600 

£.852,500 

- - - 19,9°0 - - - 73'2,600 73'2,600 
- - - 100,000 

----
£. 852,5°0 

- - - - - - - 150,000 

- £.752,5°0 
- 87,9°0 

- 62,100 

£,9°2,5°0 

- - - 40,600 
- - - 711 ,900 711 ,900 
- - - 150,000 

£. 9°2,5°0 

- - - - - - - 150,000 

- £.75'2,500 -- 115,aOO 
- 134,5°0 

£.1,002,5°0 

- - - 62,100 - - - 690,4°0 69°,4°0 
- - - 'lOO,OOO 
- - - 50,000 ----

£. 1,002,500 

- - - - - - 150,000 
ccmtinllcd. ( ) 
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FIFTH YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 
5,000 families, fifth party -
Interest on loan - -
Balance to next year -

Receipts, viz. 
Balance from last year - -
Loan - . - • - -
Rate contribution, five parties -
Rent, two parties, first and second 

Amount of rate reduced, fifth party -

SIXTH YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 
.,),000 families, sixth party 
Interest on loan -
Balance to next year 

Receipts, viz. 
Balance from last year - - - -
Loan - - - - - - -
Rate contribution, six parties - - -
Rent, three parties, first, second and third -

Amount of rate reduced, sixth party -

SEVENTH YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 
5,000 families, seventh party 
Interest on loan - -
Balance to next year -

Receipts, viz. 
Balance from las!; year -
Loan - - - -
Rate contribution, seven parties 
Rent, four parties - - -

Amount of rate reduced, seyenth party 

EIGHTH YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 
5,000 families, eighth party 
Interest on loan - • 
Balance to next year -

Receipts, viz. 
Balance from last year 
Loan - _ _ _ 
Rate contribution, eight parties 
Rent, five parties - _ 

Amount of rate reduced, eighth party 

NINTH YEAR. 
Expenditure, vir:. 

5.000 families, ninth party 
Interest on loan - _ 
alliance to next year -

Receipt •. Loan. AmoUDt eI 
Rateredace 

Expenditure. 1-----1-----1----

- £.752,500 

- 140 ,200 

- 209,800 

£. 

134,500 
618,000 
250 ,000 
100,000 

£. 1,102,500 

- £.752 ,500 

- 161,900 

- 288,100 

£.1,202,500 

209,800 

54'2,700 

300 ,000 
150 ,000 

£. 1,202,500 

- £.752,500 
- 180,500 

- 369,500 

£. 1,302,500 

288,100 

404,400 

'350 ,000 
200,000 

£. 1,302,500 

- £. 75'1,500 

- 195,900 

- 454,100 

£. 1,402 ,500 

- £.752 ,50 0 
- 207,700 
- 542 ,300 

£. 1 ,50~.500 

369,500 

38 3,000 
400,000 
250,000 

£. £. 

618,000 

150,000 

150 ,000 

150 ,000 

150,000 
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NINTH YEAR-continued. 

Receipts, viz. 
Balance from last year - -
Loan - - - - -
Rate contribution, nine parties -
Rent, six parties - _ -

Amount of rate reduced, ninth party -

TENTH YEAR. 
Expenditure, viz. 

5,000 families, tenth party 
Interest on loan - -
Balance to next year -

Receipts, viz. 
Balance from last year - -
Loan - - - - -
Rate contribution, ten parties -
Rent, seven parties - - -

Amount or rate reduced, tenth party 

ELEVENTH YEAR. 
Expenditure, viz. 

5,000 families, eleventh party -
Interest on loan - - -
Balance to next year - -

Receipts, viz. 
Balance from last year - -
Loan - - - • • 
Rate contribution, eleven parties 
Rent, iight parties. - • 

Amount of rate reduced, eleventh party 

Expenditure. 

.752 ,5°0 
216,100 

- 633,goo 

£. 1,602,500 

Receipts. 

£. 
454,410 

298,400 

450 ,000 
30 0,000 

542 ,300 
210,200 

5 00,000 

350 ,000 

£. 1,602,500 

- £.75 2 ,500 
221,000 

7 29,000 

£. 1, 70il,500 

633,9°0 
118,600 

550 ,000 
40 0,000 

Note.-After this year there will be no need of any 
further loan. 

Total amount of loan 

TWELFTH YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 
5,0(10 families, twelfth party 
Interest on loan - -
Loan paid off, in part -
Balance to nex t year -

Receipts, viz. 
Balance from last year - -
Rate contribution, twelve parties 
Rent, nine parties - - -

Amount of rate reduced, twelfth party 

THIRTEENTH YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 
5,000 families, thirteenth party 
Interest on loan - -
Loan paid off, in part -
BallUlce to next year -

£. 

- £.75'2,500 

220,900 

100,000 

70 5,600 

£.1,779,000 

7 29,000 
600,000 

450 ,000 

£. 1,779,000 

- £.75 2 ,500 

- 216,900 

- 150 ,000 

- 736 ,200 

£. 1,855,600 

Loan. 

£. 

~10,'200 

118,600 

5,522 ,7°0 

I Amount of 
I L .... n pd,d olT. 

Amount of 
Rate reduced. 

£. 

150,000 

150 ,000 

150,000 

100,000 

(co"{illu~d.) 
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THIRTEEN~H YEAR-continued. I 
Amount of Amount of 

Receipts. Loan paid of. Rate reduced. 

Expenditure. 

Receipts, viz. 
Balance from last year - -
Rate contribution, thirteen parties 
Rent, ten parties - - -

£. 

Amount of rate reduced, thirteenth party -

FOURTEENTH YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 

5,000 families, fourteenth party - -
Interest on loan - - - - -

- £.752',500 

- 210,900 

Loan paid off, in part - - - -
Balance to next year - - - -

- 3~2,700 

• 700,100 

£.1,986,200 

Receipts, viz. --Balance from last year - - - - - -
Rate contribution, fourteen parties - - - . 
Hent, eleven parties - - - - - - - -

£. 

Amount of rate reduced, fourteenth party - -
FIFTEENTH YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 
5,000 families, fifteenth party - - - - £.752 ,500 

Interest on loan - - - - - - 198 ,000 

Loan paid off, in part - - - - - 3 00,000 

Balance to next year - - - - - 749,600 

£.2,000,100 

Receipts, viz. 

Balance from last year - -
Rate contribution, fourteen parties, 

- - · - -
second to fifteen th in-

elusive - - - - - - · - -
Rent, twelve parties - - - - - - - -

£. 

Amount of l"ate reduced, fifteenth party, and contribution 
first party - - - - -

SIXTEENTH YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 

5,000 families, sixteenth party - . - - £.752,500 
Interest on loan - - - - - - 186,000 
Loan paid off, in part - - - - - 4 00,000 
Balance to next year - - - - - 761 ,100 

Receipts, viz. 
£.2,099,600 

Balance from last year - - - - - - -
Rate contribution, fourteen parties third to sixteen inclusive 
Rent, thirteen parties - -' - - - .-

£. 

70 5,600 
650,o~0 
500,000 --

1,855,600 

- . 

736 ,200 
700,000 
550 ,000 

-----
1,986,200 

- -

- -

700,100 

700,000 
600,000 

----
2,000,100 

- -

749,600 
700,000 
650 ,000 

£. 2,099,600 

Amount of rate reduced, sixteenth party, and contribution, 
second party ~ - - • - - -

SEVENTEENTH YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 

5,000 families, seventeenth party - -
Interest on loan - - • - -
Loan paid off. in part - - - -Balance to next year - - - -

- £.752,500 

- 170 ,000 
- 5 0 0,000 
- 738,600 

£.2,161,100 

£. £. 
, 
. 

. - 150 ,000 

- - 150,000 

300,000 

200,000 

400,000 

200,000 

500,000 
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I Amount of I Amount of 
Receipt!. Loan paid oft". Rate reduced. 

SEVENTEENTH YEAR-continued. 
Expenditure. 

Receipts, viz. , --
Balance from last year - ~ - • • - • 
Rate contribution, fourteen parties, fourteenth to seventeenth 

inclusive - • - - - • • - • 
Rent, fourteen parties • - - • - - • 

£. 
761 ,100 

700,000 
700,000 

£. 2,161,100 

Amount of rate reduced, seventeenth party, and contribution, 
third party· • - • - - • - -

EIGHTEENTH YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 
5,000 families, eighteenth party 
Interest on loan - -

- £.752 ,5°0 
- 150 ,000 

Loan paid off in part -
Balance to next year -

- 600,000 
- 686,100 

£.2,188,600 
Receipts, viz. 

Balance from last year - - • - - - -
Rate contrihution, fourteen parties, fifth to eighteenth inclusive 
Ren t, fifteen parties - - - • • - - -

738,600 
700,000 
750 ,000 

£. 2,188,600 

Amount of rate reduced, eighteenth party, and contribution, 
fourth party. • ~ - • • - - • 

NINETEENTH YEAR .. 

Expenditure, viz. 
5,000 families, nineteenth party - £.752 ,5°0 

Interest on Joan - - • 126,000 
Loan, part paid off - -
Balance to next year -

- 600,000 
- 70 7,600 

£.2,186,100 
Receipts, viz. 

Balance from last year • • 
Rate contribution, fourteen parties, sixth to nineteenth in-

elusive - - • -
Rent, sixteen parties - • 

686,100 

700,000 
800,000 

£. 2,186,100 

Amount of rate reduced, nineteenth' party, and contribution, 
fifth party· - • - - - - - -

TWENTIETH YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 
5,000 families, twentieth party - £.752 ,500 

Interest on loan • - - 102,000 

Lean, part paid off - • 
Balance to next year -

- 700,000 
• 70 3,100 
---.-

£. ~,257,600 
Receipts, viz. 

Balance from last year - • 
Rate contrihution, fourteen parties, seventh to twentieth in. 

elusive • • - -
Rents, seventeen parties - -

,00,000 
850 ,000 

-----1 
£. 2,257,600 

Amount of rate reduced, twentieth party, and contribution, 
sixth party - • - - • - - • • 

TWENTY·FIRST YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 
5,000 families, twenty. first party 
Interest on loan - - -

• £. 752 ,500 . 
- 74.000 

Loan paid oif, in part - -
Balance to next year - -

• 750 ,000 
- 7z6,6oo 

L~,30a,tOO I 
Ll 

£. t. 

200,000 

600,000 

200,000 

600,000 

200,000 

700,000 

200,000 

7SO,QO.O.. J 

I (eontinuci., 
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Receipts. 
Arnoun, af 

L'an 
paid off. 

Amount of 
Rale 

RrdQced. TWENTy-}t'JRST Y£AR-continuea. 
Expenditure. 1----- -----1------

Receipts, viz. --

Balance from last year - - - - - - -

Rate contribution, fourteenth partiea, eighth to twenty-first 
incl usive - - - - - - - - -

Rents, eighteen parties -

700,000 

900,000 

£. 2,30 3,100 

A~nount of rate reduced, twenty-first party, and contribution, 
leventh party - - - - - - - -

TWENTY-SECOND YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 

5,000 families, twenty-second party - - £.752 ,500 

I nterest on loan - - - - - - 44,000 

Loan, part paid off - - - - - - 9°0,000 

Balimce to next year . . . - - 680,100 

---
£. 2,376 ,600 

Receipts, viz. 

Balance from last year 

Rate contribution, fourteen parties, ninth to twenty· second 
inclusive - - • - • • • - -

Rents, nineteen parties • 

-

T~6,60o 

7 0 0,000 

950 ,000 

£. 2,376,600 

Amount of rate reduced, twenty-second party, and con-
tribution, eighth party - • • - • - • 

TWENTY·THIltD YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 

5,000 families, twenty· third party - - - £. 752 ,500 

Interest on loan - . - - - - 8,000 , 
Loan, balance paid off - . - - - 200,000 - -
B alance to next year - - . - - 719,600 

------
!. 1,680,100 

Receipts, viz. 

B alance from last year - - G80,100 

R eilts, twenty parties - - 1,000,000 

£. 1,680,100 

Amount of rate reduced, twenty-third pal'ty, and con-
tribution of fifteen parties, ninth to twenty-third inclusive 

N()t~.-The loan will be fully paid off this year - - -

The rents will be sufficient to defray the current expenses, 
~nd th~ entire r~te o~' every future party may be reduced 
Immediately as It emIgrates, 

nVENTY-FOURTH YEAH. 

Expenditure, viz. 

7,000 families, twenty-fourth party -

Bala~ce til next year - - _ 

Receipts, Yi~. 

Balance from last year -

nents, twenty-mt,1l, parties 

:\moullt of rate reduced, twenty-fourth 'Party 

- ) ,053,500 

- 7 16,100 

-
-

£. 

-

719,600 

1,050 ,000 

1,769,600 

- -

!. !. 

200,000 

900,000 

200,000 

200,000 

900 ,000 

- - 280,000 
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TWENTY-FIFTH YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 

,000 families, twenty-fifth party 8 

B alance to next year 

Receipts, viz. 

alance from last year B 

R ents, twenty-two parties 

- -

- -
-

- -
- -

- -
- -

Amount of rate reduced, twenty-fifth party 

TWENTY-SIXTH YEAR. 

Expenditure, viz. 

0,481 families, twenty-sixth party 

B ,alance in hand - -

Receipu, viz. 

alance from last year -B 

R ents, twenty-three partielii 

-

-
-

- -
- -

- -
- -

mount of rate reduced, twenty-sixth party 

. 
Expeaditure. 

--

£.1,204,000 

- 612,100 

£.1,816,100 

- - -
- - -

£. 

- - -

£.1,577,400 

- 184,700 

£.1,762,100 

- - -
- - -

£. 
- - -

otal amount of rate reduced in twenty-six years 

A 

T 

T 

T 
T 

- -
otal number offamilies emigrated - - - - -
otal amount of colonial rents - - - - - -
otal value of rate reduced, at 4 per cent, or twenty-five 
years purchase - - - - - - - -

otal value of colonial rents, at 5 pel' cent, or twenty years 
purchase - - - - - - - - -

T 

Both - - -

.Amount of 
Receipts. Loan 

paid off. 

£. £. 

716,100 

1,100,000 

-----
1,816,100 

- - - -

61:.l,10O 

1,150 ,000 

-----
1,762,100 

- - - -
- - - -
140 ,481 

1,400,000 

- - -' -

- - - -
- - - £. 

, 
.Amount of 

Rate 
Reduced. 

£. 

3'lO,OOO 

400,00() 

---~ 

5,600,000 

14°,ouo,000 

28,000,000 

------"-
168,000,000 

. 
The principle of this plan is obvious; the establishment of pauper emigrants in Ne\v 

South Wales, by first applying the disposable convicts labour in that colony to the pre
paration of farms for that purpose; secondly, a comparatively small contribution trom the 
poor's rate, 101. per annum, for fourteen years, for every five persons, or 21. each person 
emigrating; and thirdly, a return from the emigrants themselves, in the shape of a mode
rate rent, for the advantages they receive. This plan does not call for the imposition of 
any additional expense upon any class 01' fund ill the state. The convict labourers, pro
posed to be employed in it, will neither create or require any additional expense. So far 
fl'Om adding to the poor's rate, the great feature of it is the immediate and permanent 
relief it will afford the rate. What parish in England would not be benefited, by getting 
rid of all its paupers, and redundant labourers, at an expense for every family of five 
persons, of only 10/. per annum, for fourteen years? In what parish, however f'avourablj 
circumstanced relative to pauperism and rate, would 110t such a plan effect an immediate, 
permanent and considerable saving in the rate? The rents to be paid hy the emigranti 
will be moderate ill themselves, and such as they can well afford to pay, yet so consider
able in the aggregate, as, after a certain period, to pay the whole expense of the system~ 
and carry it on without aid from any other source; and furthermore yield a revenue more 
than adequate to the future expense and maintenance of all . the convicts that m-ay be 
hereafter transported to New South Wales. Indeed it is capabieof demonstration, that 
the effect of the plan would be, not only to remove pauperism and reduce poor's rate, but 
to defray the entire expense of the criminal police of the empire. 

I apprehend there can be little or no difficulty -in carrying such a system of pauper 
emigration into effect. With respect to the colony of New South Wales, it is, I think, 
perfectly clear, that there exists no difficulty as to climate, abundance of good ~an~, and 
more than sufficient means in the hands of the government, to fit and prepare It for ~b~ 
reception of poor emigrants. Witk respect to England, this system requires no alteratIOn 

404. L I 2 whatever 
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whatever in aDY existing law or jnstit~tion r~latiye to the poor; it may be carried on to a 
greater or less ~:xtent, and wiU. be 6enefi~lal 10 each. ~here can be no difficulty in 
selecting the emIgrants, for I beheve there 1S not a pauper In England who would not be 
'lery glad indeed to exchange his condition as a pauper, for that of a freeholder upon his 
own estate in New South Wales ;illdeed, I apprehend the difficulty would rather be, not 
in selecting, but in rejecting the imm~nse number~ lhat would offer themselves, inasmuch 
as the advantages held out to the elDlgrant are far greater than he can ever expect to 
enjoy at home. With respect to ~he funds to d.efray the expense, tbis system calls for no 
new tax or burthen of any kind; it merely requires that a small portion of that mODey' 
which the overseer has to pay the pauper for his subsisten(.'e at home, shall, amI only fo: 
8 short period, be paid over to the Emigration Hoard, for his, the pauper's settlement 
abroad. 

The system will be most bene6cial in a variety of ways. By the employment of the 
convicts in New South Wales in this way it will be made a school of correction and re
form to them, and more than compensate the State for the expense of their maintenance' 
it will convert them into pro6table labourers; it will create a truly British colony, rich i~ 
climate, ~oil, and natural resources, whereby the market for British industry and manu
factures will be considerably enlarged, and her maritime and mercantile power in the 
lndian and Paci6c Oceans placed on a footing, the advantages of which are incalculable. 
The system will give employment annually and regularly to 50,000 tOilS of shipping, and 
4,000 seamen, in the mere transport of the emigrants, a matter in itself of no little import
ance. The country will not only be progressively relieved from the burthen of subsisting 
a great number of its paupers, but benefited most materially in having those very paupers 
converted into profitable growers of produce and consumers of manufactures; from being 
burdensome paupers they will become valuable customers. In a word, this system, if car
ried into effect, will in lime relieve England of her paupers, and convert ~hem into produc
tive and profitable members of the state, reduce her poor's rate, raise the wages of labour 
to its just and natural standard, and realise all those other moral and political advantages 
that must naturally and necessarily result from the gradual extinction of pauperism and 
poor's rate. . ' 

It may be objected to this measure, that it will not succeed in carrying off, or at least in 
reducing, the redundant labouring population, for that the reduction effected by emigration 
wi1J be immediately, or very soon, filled up again by the stimulus thereby given to increase. 
There may be something in this objection, if it be true, in fact, that the population is not 
at present excessive; if the number of labourers of every description be not greater than 
the demand for labourers; if the wages uf labour be sufficient to subsist all that part of 
the population which depends upon wages for subsistence; then indeed the vacancy 
created by the removal of any part of that non-redundant and well-paid population will 
very soon be supplied. But until the supply and demand for labour is brought to some
thing near Ihis state, I ver,r much ?oubt, whether tim system of g.radual emigrl!-tion 
wouJd act as a new and additIOnal stlmulm, to the increase of populatIOn. It has been 
said, Provide means of subsistence for the poor, and YOlt will thereby inevitably increase 
population; you off",r a premium for it, as in the instance of the law of relief; by that law 
subsistence is secured to every person, whether there be eDlployment for him or not, and 
the consequence is excessive population, and Jour system of emigration wi1J have the 
same effect. Now, in tbe first place, it is not quite so clear that the increase of population 
ha~, in any considelable degree, resulted from the operation of the poor laws; for, as has 
been wdl remarked in the preliminary observations to the Population Abstracts, 1821, 
" Altllou~b in Scotland there is no poor's rate, the ratio of increase (in tbe population) 
since Ilh 1, has been nearly,;ixteen per cent, while in England it has been no more than 
to ghteell Fer cent, a small difference, and such as probably would be expected had poor's 
rate equally, or not at all, ~xisted in both countries:" and a stronger instance we have ill 
l.t:iand,-lbere, no relief of any kind is, by law, provided for the poor, and yet the popu
lation has inc. eased in~.a greater ratio than in either England or Scotland. Experience 
serves to prc,ve, therefore, that the poor's rate has no influence in excessively promoting 
population. And it is, I think, fairly to be concluded. tbat emigration, upon the limited 
extent and gradual operation here proposed, will not tend to produce an excessive or addi
tional ratio of increase in the population. 

By emigration only can the labouring population be placed in such a condition as to 
allow the operation of any of those plans tbat have been suggesterl as pre\'entive~ to 
excessive population or increasing pauperism and poor's rate. It has been recommended 
by the Parliamentary Committee of 1817, page 10 of their Report, ,bat" the amount of 
assessment may be limited for the time to come." But how can this be effected, unless 
.~cu also limit the number of paupers or claimants Oil the rate? And how can you limit 
t.;,e number of paup~rs, unless.,. by providing for th~m in some olher wa., i They cannot 
t:t l.mlted by mere force, much less by the operatIOn of an act of Parltament; .how€ver 
OlUf"potent tbat may otherwise be, J fancy it wi)) neither satis(y hunger. or prOVide food 
and E'mployment~ where neither existed before. But when you reduce the number of 
pilupers by emigration, tbus enabling them no longer to be paupers; when you find that 
~he demands upon the late gradually and regularly diminish, and that the wages of labour 
IS becoming more .and more sufficient to ~ub5ist the labourer, then indeed Y0!l may limit 

• . the 
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the amount of assessment for the time to come, because you have provided for the effectual 
aDa cootinual diminution of the number of claimants upon it. 

The same Committee recommend that no relief should be given in aid of the wages of 
labour. and that no person should be provided by the parish with work; but they appre
hended this could not be effected in the then state of the country. Nor can it be 
effected in any state of the country until there shall be full employment for the entire 
labouring population, and the wages of labour becomes sufficient for the subsistence of the 
labourer williont any other aid. Such circumstances can be brought abollt only by either 
the decrease of labourers, or increase of employment; the latter, to any extent, is not now 
to be looked for, and the former can be effected only by emigration; and when so effected, 
th~n there would, in fact, be no necessity for parochial relief in aid of wages, and a law 
mIght be safely enacted to prevent it in future. 

The s~me Committee further suggested, II whether, when the demand for labour may 
have revIved," relief should be extended only in proportion and relatively to the number 
of children, between certnin ages, above the number which the average rate of wages 
would enable a man to maintain; as, for instance, supposing the average wages of labour 
to be sufficient to maintain the labourer, his wile and two children, then relief to be given 
only where the number of children is more than two, and of such an age as not to be able 
to earn their own subsistence; the number, above which relief is to be afforded, to be 
gradually increased to three, four, and so on, as the wages of labour becomes more ade-' 
quate to subsistence. Now this measure can be adopted only upon such a revived demand 
for labour, as that the wages will enable the labourer to maintain the number of children, 
below which relief is not to be afforcJ..ed. The demand for labour has revived, and is 1I0W 

as great as it will, or can be expected to be; but the wages is not sufficient to enable 
the labourer to do that which is requisite for toe above purpose; and it can be raised, in 
such a degree as to enable him to do so only by removing the redundant labourers, whose 
competition keeps down the rate of wages. The emigration of the redundant labouring 
population, therefore, and perhaps that only, can bring about that state of things, in which 
it will be possible, or safe, to adopt such a measure. 

In short it appears to me, that no plan that has been hitherto suggested for the dimi
nution of pauperism, and the reduction of poor's rate, whether it be by limiting the 
amount of assessment; by compelling men to depend upon their own resources for subsis
tence; by raising the wages of labour ; or by imposing restraints moral or political on 
marriage; can be possibly carried into effect, or, indeed, at all adopted, until the wages 
of labour becomes sufficient for the subsistence of the labourer; until the present redun
tlant labouring population be otherwise provirled with employment and suhsistence; until 
the number of labourers be reduced, so as not to be greater than shall be sufficient to 
perform the labour to be done; anti this can be efft'cted only by emigration. Then, 
indeed, every sound and reasonable remedy, both as a present corrective and future pr~ 
ventive of pauperism aud peor's rate may be safely resorted to, and adopted with every' 
hope of success; and freed from the apprehension of all those drendful consequences which, 
under the present state of the labouring population, any great or sudden change,· iu the 
shape of restraint or recfoction of rejiet~ would be sure to produce. 

L 1 3 
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-(3·)-

PAUPER EMIGRATION, IRELAND. 

IN reference to emigration from Ireland, as th.ere are no poor's rate or other fund at 
present established to contribute to the expense, It becomes necessary to provide one fot 
that purpose. The expense of conveying and settlin~ a pa~per family at New South Wales 
will be, as has been shown, 1501.; after ~ certam perIod, three years, the emigrant 
will be able to pay an annual rent of lot. for hIs faym.; but the whole expense of his settle .. 
ment must be first incurred, and be, as to a part of It, 10 some shape provided for in Ireland' 
and each district, whether parish, barony or county, shou,Id provide its own proportion: 
The most obvious mode seems to be by way of ~ssessment 10 the n~ture of county charges; 
and as it is desirable to make the assessment as httle onerous as pOSSIble, the annual amouDt 
should be made as low, and extended over as long a period of time, as will answer the purpose. 
I am of opinion that a contribution or assessment of 2 I. 12 s. per annum for such a 
number of years (say forty-five) as will be sufficient by the ~ale of it, in the shape of an 
annuity, to raise the sum of 521. will, with the rent to be received from the emigrant in New 
Suuth Wales, be sufficient to provide for the whole expense; and in this way;-

The Assessment of 21. 12. per annum per Family (to bel 
charged on Land, Houses, &c. a~ Parish Rates are in Eng- . 
land, or as Land Tax, to be paid into the Treasury, and SOld] 
by way of terminable Annuity) will sell for - - -

To be raised by Loan, bearing Interest at 4 per cent, seCUred} 
by Parliament, and to be repaid by the Emigl'ant'~ Colony 
Rent of 10 l. per annum, commencing at the end of the 3d 
year of his settlement; this it will effect in IS! years -

£. J. Ii. 

52 

lOG - -

It is supposed, that each family will consist of five persons, man, wife and three children, to 
be found a passage, and supplied with rations, clothing, bedding, and all other necessaries 
for the voyage; that upon his arrival in the colony, the emigrant shall be put into possession 
of a farm of thirty Ilcres of good land, having a house (24 feet long, 12 wide and 8 high, 
weath~r-boarded and shingled, with a brick chimney) erected thereon; the farm fenced with 
a three rail fence, one acre cleaned and fenced with pales for a garden, and five acres cleared 
fit for cultivating; and that when on the farm, he shall be supplied with provisions and. 
clothing for one year, and with household furniture, agricultural implements, seed and 
live stock; The emigrant will thus be completely established as a freeholder, and be well. 
able to maintain his tamily by the produce of his farm after the first year, and pay a rent 
of 10 I. per annum from and after the third year of his settlement. . 

I suppose the farms in New South Wales to be cleared, built on, and prepared, by the 
government there, employing the convicts in that way; and :IS the employment of the 
convicts thus will not add one shilling to the expense that is now and always must be 
incurred in their maintenance, 1 don't take it into account. 

The expense of the passage out will be the same as Estimate (B.) viz. for every 
40 families: 

£. £. I. d. 
Freight, Water Casks, fitting Cabins, Labour, &c. ~,300 
Provisions - - - - - - - 665 
Hospital Stores 100 
Bedding, Furniture, and Necessaries 163 
Clothing 228 

For 40 Families £.3,461 

Or per Family 

The Expense of maintaining the Emigrant on his Farm until 
he can maintain himself, and completely setting him a-going, 
will be the same as Estimate (C.); viz. 

Provisions for one year - -
Comforts and Necessaries for Do 
Furniture 
Clothing 
Agricultural Implements 
Seed - - - -
Live Stock -

£·33 - 4 
1 10 -
3 15 -
8 10 -

3 10 -
4 15 -
6 - -

86 10 6 

61 - ... 

Total Expense per Family 

Say £.150. 

£. 147 10 10 

The 
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The implements of1abour for such settlers will be the hoe and axe. The general crops are, 

wheat, barley, rye (sown in March, April, May and June, reaped November and De
cember); produce, lowest average, wheat 16, barley and rye 20 bushels per acre; maize 
(planted October, November, December, ripe and gathered April and May) ; produce, 
lowest average, ~5 bushels per acre; potatoes (planted in August, ripe in January, planted 
in February, ripe in July); produce 100 bushels per acre; garden vegetables, two crops 
a year (a perpetual succession.) 

The emigrant will the first year, July to July, (see Estimate (D.) plantand gather 5 acres 
of maize; plant one acre of garden; fall, clear, and plant with wheat, 5 acres of new 
land; and fall 5 acres more; in all 10 acres in cultivation; 300 days labour; and his produce 
will be 150 bushels maize. 

The second year the emigrant will clear 5 acres of new land, and plant it with maize; 
reap:; acres of wheat and 5 of maize; sow 5 acres of wheat, and 5 of barley; in all 15 acres 
in cultivation; 282 days labour; his produce will be 150 bushels of maize, and 100 bushels 
of wheat; of which he will consume 50 bushels of each, and sell the remainder 100 busheli 
of maize at 3/6. and 50 of wheat at 7/ 35 t.; and his expenses of all kinds, for clothing, 
tea, sugar, sundries, implements, &.c. will not exceed 30 I. 

The third year tbe emigrant will plant and harvest 5 acres of maize, 5 of wheat, and 
5 of barley, and fall and clear 5 acres new land; in all 290 days labour; his surplus 
produce for sale will be 50 bushels wheat at 7/, 100 barley at 3/6. and 50 maize at 3/6. 
43/. 15 s.; and his expenditure Jor clothing, tea, sugar, necessaries and implements, will 
be about 25/. leaving a balance from which he will be well able to pay a rent of 10 I. 
Every future yea!' the tfum will be in full cultivation, cropped with 5 acres each of wheat, 
barley and maize, and 1 acre of garden. 

Tbe following Estimate will show the expense of conveying 10,000 Irish pauper families 
every year, for twenty years, to New South "Vales, and e~tablishing them as settlers there. 
I suppose the entire expense of each annual set of families (or party) to be incurred in 
the first instance; the amount, 150 l. per family, to be raised by sale of the assessment of 
2l. 12 $. per family, producing 52l. and the remainder 1001. by loan, bearing interest at 
4 per cent, to be liquidated or redeemed by the emigrant's colony rent of lOt. per annum. 
The payment of the emigrant's rent to commence the third year of his settlement, and 
therefore to come into operation the fourth year, to continue for 21 years, and thence
forward be reduced to a quit-rent of II. in perpetuity. 

The first column shows the annual expenditure; the second, the receiptli by sale of the 
assessment, loan, and rents. 

First Year. 
EXPEXDITURE; ";z, 

) 0,000 Families (first party) Passage, and Subsistence in the 
Colony, at £.150 each -

Interest on Loan, £.1,025,000 4- per cent -

Balance in hand 

£. 

1,500,000 

4 1,000 

4,000 

£0 ) ,545,000 

RECEIPT: 

Assessment for 10,000 Families, at £020 12. each, £026,000 at 20 years 
purchase 

Loan borrowed -

Second Year/ 
EXPENDITURE: 

10,000 Families (2d party) 

Interest on Loan, £. 2,085,000 -

Balance in hand 

Assessment sold -

La,an bOfl"owed -

Balance from last Year 

RECEIPT: 

Ll4 

1,500,000 

83,400 

600 

------
£0 1,584,000 

£. 

£, 

5'10,000 
1,025,000 

520,000 

1,060,000 

4,OQO, 
------

1,584,000 
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Third Yellr. 
EXPENDITURE: 

10,UOO families (3d party) 

Interest on Loan, £.3,'100,000 

Balance in hand 

A~sessment Bold 

Loan borrowed 

FOllrth Yrar. 

RECEIPT; 

EXPENDITURE: 

10,000 Families. 4th party 

Interest on Loan. £.4,25°,000 -

Balance -

Balance 
Assessment sold -

RECEIPT: 

Rents of the first party of Emigrants. £. 10 each 
Loan borrowed 

Fifth Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

10,000 Families, 5th party 

Interest on Loan, £.5.250,000 -

Balance -

Balance 
Assessment, sold -

RECEIPT; 

Coleny Rents, 2 parties (the 1st and 2d) 
Loan borrowed. - _ _ _ 

Sirth Year. 
EXPENDiTURE; 

10,000 Families, 6th party 

Interest on Loan, £.6,.60.000 _ 

Balance -

Balance 
A88eS8ment sold 

RECEIPT: 

Colony Rents, 3 parties (1St, lid, 3d) 
Loan horrowed - • _ • 

£. 

L. 

£. 

£. 

1,500,000 

128,000 

7,000 

1,635,000 

£. 

1,50 0,000 

170,000 

7,000 
------

1,677,000 

£. 

1,500,000 

210,000 

17.000 

- I - ; 
I 

5110,000 

1,115,000 
,----

1.635.000 

7,000 
5110,000 
100,000 

1,050,000 ----
1,677,000 

- I 200,000 
- I 1 .000,000 

£. 1-;';7~ 

1.500,000 

1146,400 

600 

1,747,000 

17,000. 
5110,000 
300,000 
910,000 

------
£. 1,747,000 



ON EMIGRATION FROM. THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

Seuenth Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

10,000 Families, 7th party 

Interest on Loan? £.7,030,000. 

Balance -

RECEIPT: 

Assessment sold 

Colony Rents, 4 parties (1St to 4th inclusive) 

Loan borrowed 

Eighth Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

10,000 Families, 8th party 

Interest on Loan, £.7,8~0,000. 

Balance -

Balance 
Assessment sold 

RECEIPT: 

Colony Rents, 5 parties (1st to 5th) 
Loan borrowed 

. Ninth Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

10,000 Families, 9th party 

Interest on Loan, £.8,540,000. 

Balance -

Balance 
Assessment sold 

RECEIPT: 

ColQny Rents, 6 parties (1St to 6th) 
Loan borrowed 

Ttnth Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

10,000 Families, 10th party 

Interest on Loan, £.0,200,000. 

Balance 

RECEIPT: 

Assessment sold -

Colony R~nts, 7 parties (1st to 7th) 

Loan borrowed 

J £. 

i. 

£. 

Mm 

£. 

1,500,000 

~81,200 

8,800 
------

1,79°,°00 

£. 

1,500,000 

312,800 

5,200 
------

1,818,000 

£. 

1,500,000 

341,600 

3,400 

£. 

5~·w,000 

400,000 

870,000 
------

1,790,000 

8,000 
520,000 
500,000 
7!Ju,ooo --_. __ . 

1,818,000 

5,000 
5 2 0,000 
tioo,oou 
720,000 

£. 1,845,000 

1,500,000 

368,000 

12,000 
------

I,R80,ooo 

520,000 

700 ,oUO 

660,000 

£. 1,880,000 
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Eleventh Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

10,000 Families, 11 th party 

Interest on Loan, £.9,760,000 -

Balance -

Balance 
Assessment sold • 

RECEIPT: 

Colony Rents, 8 parties (1st to 8th) 
Loan borrowed 

TVle!lth Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

10,OGO Families, 12th party 

Interest on Loan, £.10,250,000 

RECEIPT: 

Assessment sold 

Colony Rents, 9 parties (1st to 9th) 

Loan borrowed 

Thirteent!t Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

10,000 Families, 13th party 

Interest on Loan, £.10,660,000 

Balance -

RECEIPT: 

Assessment sold -

Colony Rents, 10 parties (1st to 10th) 

Loan bon'owed 

Fourteenth Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

10,000 Families, 14th party 

Interest on Loan, £.11,000,000 

Balance -

RECEIPT: 

1\ssessment sold 

Colony Rents, 11 parties (1st to luh) -

Loan borrowed 

l. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

l. l. 
1,500,000 

390,400 

1,600 
------

1,892,000 

12,000 
520,000 
800,000 
560,000 

£. 1,892,000 

1,500,000 

410,000 
------

1,910,000 

520,000 

900,000 

490,000 
------

£. 1,910,000 

1,500,000 

426,400 

3,600 

1,930,000 

520,000 

1,000,000 

410,000 

£. 1,930,000 

1,5°0,000 

440,000 

20,000 
------

1,960,000 

520,000 

1,100,000 

340,000 
----

£. 1,g60,OOO 
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Fifteenth Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

10,000 Families, 15th party 

Interest on Loan, £.11,210,000 

Balance -

Balance 
Assessment sold 

RECEIPT: 

Colony Rents, 12 parties (1st to 12th) -
Loan borrowed - -. - -

Sirteenth Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

10,000 Families, 16th party 

Interest on Loan, £.11,350,000 

Balance -

RECEIPT: 

Assessment sold 

Colony Rents, 13 parties (1st to 13th) -

Loan borrowed 

Seventeenth Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

10,000 Families, 17th party 

Interest on Loan, £. 11,400,000 

Balance -

Balance 
Assessment sold 

RECEJPT: 

Colony Rents, 14 parties (1st to 14th) -
Loan borrowed 

Eighteenth Year. 

10,000 Families, 

Interest on Loan, 

Balance -

Balance 

Assessment sold 

EXPENDITURE: 

18th Party 

11,400,000 

RECEIPT: 

Colony Rents, 15 parties (1st to 15th) 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

M m 2 

£. £. 

1,500,000 

448,400 

1,600 
------

1,950,000 

20,000 
5:l0,000 

1,200,000 
210,000 

------
£. 1,950,000 

1,500,000 

454,000 

6,000 
----

1,960,000 

520,000 

1,300,000 

140,000 
-------

£. 1,960,000 

1,500,000 

4-56,000 

20,000 
------

1,976,000 

6,000 
520,000 

1,400,00C-
50,000 

----
£. 1,976,000 

1,500,000 

456,000 

84,000 
------

2,040,000 

20,000 

520,000 

1,500,000 
------

£. 2,040,000 
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Nineteenth Year. 
EXPENDITURE : 

10,000 Families, Igth party 
Interest on Debt, £.11,150,000 
Debt, part paid off this Year 
Balance -

Balance 

Assessment sold 

RECEIPT: 

Colony Rents, 16 parties, (1St to 16tb) 

Twentieth Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

10,000 Families, 20th party 
Interest on Debt, £.10,goo,000 
Debt paid off -
Balance -

Balance 

Assessment sold 

RECEIPT: 

Colony Rents, Ii parties, (1St to 17th) 

Twenty1irst Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

Interest on Debt, £,9,5°0,000 -

Debt paid off this year 

Balance -

RECEIPT: 

Balance 

Colony Rents, 18 parties, (1st to 18th) 

Twellly-:::ecolld Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

Interest on Debt, £.7,9°0,000 -

Debt paid off this Year 

Balance -

RECEIPT: 

Balance 

Colony Renl.!;, 19 parties, (1 st to Igth) 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

1,500,000 
446,000 
250,000 

8,000 --
~,204,000 

£. 

1,500,000 
436,000 
250,000 
42,000 

2,228,000 

£. 

380,000 

1,400,000 

62,000 

1,842,000 

£. 

316,000 

1,600,000 

46,000 

£. 

84,000 

520,000 

1,600,000 

2,204,000 

8,000 

520,000 

1,700,000 
------

2,228,000 

42,000 

1,800,000 

1,842,000 

£. 1,962,000 

62,000 

1,900,000 

;------
£. l,g62,000 
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Twenty-third Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

Interest on Debt, £.6,100,000 -

Debt paid off this Year. 

Balance -

UECEIPT: 

Balance 

Colony Rents, 20 parties, (1st to 20th) -

l'went!lfourth Year. 
EXPENDITURE; 

Interest on Debt, £. 4,300,000 -

Debt paid off this Year 

Balance -

RECEIPT: 

Colony Rents, 20 partiei 

Twenty1ifih Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

Interest on Debt, £. 2,500,000 -

Debt paid off this Year 

Balance -

RECEIPT: 

Balance 

Colony Rents. - - 19 parties, (2d to 20th) -

DO Quit Rents, 1 do (1St at £. 1. each) 

Twenty.sixth Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

Interest on Debt, £. 700,000 

Debt paid off 

Balance -

Balance 

Colony Rents -

Do Quit Rents, 

RECEIPT: • 

18 parties, (3d to 20th) -

2 de (1St and 2d) 

£. I 
I 

£. 

£. 

£. 

244,000 

1,800,GOO 

:2,000 

£. 

172 ,000 

1,800,000 

28,000 

2,000,000 

100,000 

1,800,000 

38,000 

1,938,000 

£. 

28,000 

1,800,000 

30,000 

1,858,000 

£. 

£. 

46,000 

2,000,000 

2,000,000 

28,000 

1,gOO,ooo 

10,000 
------

1,938,000 

38,000 

1,800,000 

20,000 
---

1,858,000 

-(3·)-' 
Relative to 

Emigration from 
Ireland. 

~ __ V"----' 



~(3·)
Relative to 

Emigration from 
Ireland. 
~ 

~66 APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITI'EE 

Twenty.seventh Year. EXPENDITURE: 

Debt: Balance paid off this Year 

Assessments redeemed; viz. 
Ht, 2d, and one-half of the 3d party (having 18, 1 g, aDd} 
~o years to rUD) - - £.65,000, at 14 years purchase -

Balance -

Balance 

Colony Rents • • -
Do - Quit Rents 

Twenty-eighth Year. 

RECEIPT: 

17 parties (4th to 20th) 
3 - dO . (1St - - 3d) 

EXPENDITURE: 

Assessments Redeemed; viz. 

£. 

One·half the 3d, the 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th (having 19,1 
20, 21, 22 and 23 years to run) ••• £.115,000, at

J
l 

14 years purchase 

Balance • 

RECEIPT: 

Balance 

Colony Rents· . - 16 parties (5th to 20th) • 
DO • Quit Re~ts, 4- - dO • (1St to 4th~ 

£. 

£. 

700,000 

910,000 

150,000 
1---

1,760,000 

£. 

1,610,000 

180,000 

£. 

30,000 

1.70 0,000 
30,000 

1,760,000 

150,000 

1,500,000 
40,000 

£. 1,790,000 

EXPENDITURE: 

Assessments Redeemed; viz. 

8th, 9th, 10th, and lIth (having 23, 24, 25 and 26_ year.s} 6 
) £ 6 h I, 32,000 to run -. .102,000, at 1 years purc ase 

Balance - 98,000 

£. 1,730,000 

RECEIPT: 

Balance 

Colony Rents· 15 parties (6th to 20th) • 
D" • Quit Rents, 5 - do • (1st to 5th) 

180,000 

1,500,000 
50,000 

£. 1,730,000 

Thirtieth Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

Assessments Redeemed; viz. 

12th, 13th, lI~th, and one· half the 15th (having 26, 27, 2S} 6 
d ) £ 6 h I ,45 ,000 an 29 years to run •• ,91,000, at 1 years purc ase 

Balance • 102,000 

RECEIPT: 

C~lony Rents - - - 14 parties (7th to 20th) 
'Do - Quit Rents, 6 • do • (1-6t to 6th) 

Balance from last year -

£. 1,558,000 

£. 

1,400,000 
60,000 

98,000 

1,558,000 
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Tkirl!l1irst Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

Assessments Redeemed; viz. 
One-half the 15th, the 16th, 17th, and 18th (having 28'} 

29, 30 and 31 years to run) - - £,91,000, at 16 years 
purchase 

Balance -

RECEIPT: 

Balance 

ColQny Rents - • - 13 parties (8th to 20th) -
DO - Quit Rents, 7 - de - (1st to 7th) 

ThirtY-lecond Year. 
EXPENDITURE: 

Assessments Redeemed; viz. 

19th and 20th (having 3t and 32 years to run)l 
£.52,000, at 16 years purchase r 

Balance -

£. 

16,000 

£. 

102,000 

1,300,000 
70,000 

£. 1,472 ,000 

83 2 ,000 

448,000 i 

-'-1 
£. 1,280,000! 

RECEIPT: 

Colony Rents - - - 12 parties (9th to 20th) -
DO - Quit Rents, 8· d" - (1st to 8th) 

I -I 1,200,000 
- 80,000 

I 

£'I~~ 

IT will be perceived that, according to this estimate, the assessment of 2 I. 12 s. per an
num per family, with the emigrant's rent of 101. per annum, will be amply sufficient for 
his removal to an establishment at New South Wales: That the greatest annual amount 
of assessment to be levied in Ireland will be 520,000l. when two hundred thousand families 
will have emigrated: That the colony rents will provide for the interest of the deLt con
tracted after the fourth year, and fully and finally payoff the debt the twenty-seventh 
year; and if applied after that period, as I think they ought to be applied, to the redemp
tion of the assessments imposed in Ireland, and in the order ill which they ,verc imposed, 
willl'edeem, by purchasing up those assessments in the course of the six followillg years; 
that is, by the thirty-second year: so that in fact, the assessments will continue to be levied 
only for periods varying from twenty-seven to thirteen years: And that after tbus paying 
the debt and redeeming the assessments, there will remain a large fund of colony rents, to 

. be applied, either in continuing the system, if it shall be necessary to UO so, or to allY other 
purpose that may be thought proper. . 

-(4·)-

PLAN :-EMIGRANTS OF" SMALL CAPITAL 

Sketch of a PLAN for the Emigration of Persons of Small Fortune to the Colonies of 
New South Wales and Van Diemen's Land. 

, 
I, THI N K it may be shown, that the best possible mode of employing the convicts in those 

colon~es is in agricultural labour, assigning them to the settlers for that purpose ;an~ as 
" ther~ IS. n<?t a sufficient number of settlers at present in the colonies to employ all the convicts, 

tha.t It I~ the true interest of the country to afford all possible facilities and encouragement to 
emigratIOn there. As emigrallt!) increase and prosper, and capital is invested ill New South 

404· M m 4 Wale:-, 
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Wales, so will eUlployUl~nt be created for the cO\l~icts, so will New South ~ales become 
a better school of correctlOn and reform, and so wIll the go\'ernment be relieved from the 

Estimate respect- h TI· . f· ·11 I ing Emigrants expense of subsisting t e convi~ts.. IUS,. In every pOInt 0 v!ew, WI t Ie encouragement 
having small Pro- to emigration ?e foun~ .beneficlallD the hIghest degr.ee; and It seem.s to be both die duty 
perty. and interest ot the British government to en.courage It to t~ose co)ollles, at least to the ex-
~",, ____ -_.J tent of creating employment for all the convIcts. Indeed, It may be assumed as a maxim, 

that in proportion as convicts are sent out, so ~Iso sh?uld. persons be encouraged to emigrate 
and settle there. It is a fine country, aboundmg wIth nch land, a most fruitful soil, and 
great command of labour. The climate is fine and healthy, and the productions of the 
colony, fille wool, tobacco, hemp, flax, th~ vine and the olive, &c. are valuable; so that 
every industrious man emigrating thither, will most. assuredly mudl better his condition. 

The British government does not, a,t present, give a?y other encouragement to emigra
tion to the culonies of New South Wales and Van Dlemen's Land than the granting of 
l~nd, to. such pl'rS~Hls. a.s do go to settle there, upon what, on the ~vhole, ar~, as to large 
farms, liberal and JUdlClOllS terms both as to sale, and grant at a qUlt~rent, with. the excep
tion of the 5th and 8th rule. By the 5th rule, the purchase.r of land IS l"equired to pay the 
purchase money by four quarterly payments. 1 think these should be extended to four or five 
annual payments; the immediate payment of the purchase-m~ney of the land.will ~e a very 
greut disadvantnge to the settler, and the postponement of It can be very little I11conve
nience to the government.-And by the 8th rule, if the purchaser shall, within ten years, 
employ and mailltain so many convicts as to relieve the public from an expense equal to tEU 
times the amount of the purchase-money, the purchase-money shall be returned to him. I 
think the purchase~ in this respect sho~ld b~ put o~ the. s~me footing ~i~h th~ renter by 
the 15th rule, \ hat 15, be allowed one-fihh ot the savlllg anslOg to the publIC III bemg relieved 
from the maintenance of the convicts he employs and maintains; 1 do not see any reason 
why the purchaser of land there should be allowed as favourable terms as the renter. 

These regulations are only calculated for personsof ~ome capit~l, at le,ast not less than 500/.; 

whereas the govcrnment should encourage persons of small capital, -ot about 200 I. in prefe
rellee to all otlwrs ; for sllch persons will settle on their farms, follow agricultural pur.;uits, and 
employ most comicts in proporti'ln to their capital. And certainly the government should 
gin: the greatest encounlgement to the desl"riptiun of settler~ that employ most convicts, to 
the Ulall who invests his property in tit/age agriculture. The advantage of encollraaing 
tillage agriculturists will appear hom this circumstance :-a sealer possessing 200 I. caPital, 
Ijvin~ on and c\ll!i\'ating his fann, \\ill employ and subsist four crown labourers, or convicts, 
making a savin~ to the goycrnment of 561. per annum, the expense of subsisting those 
convict". Alluthcr,('ttkr, possessing '2,000 I. capital, and investing it in grazing agriculture, 
that is, i;1 horned cattle aud shcl'p, will not em ploy, if in horned cattle, more than four men· 
and If in siJ('pp, than seven IDPII. How much greater therefore is the advantage to the go: 
vernment, (Jf that d l'~cription of settler wbich [ call the tilLage settler, than the grazing settler~ 
It is the refore the llJan of small property, who cannot en~age in grazing, \\'110 must and will 
Ji ve on and culti vale his ti.\I"ln, and \', ho Will employ most co~victs, tliat should be encouraged by 
the gO\'('l"Illllent in preference 10 all others; and 1 think therefore, that it would be both politic, 
liberal, and trlle econutJIy in tbe government, to grant land gr~tuitously at numinal quit-rents 
to ,uch ,('ttlers. 1 tbill/.; all~rants under 500 acres should be made at nominal quit-rents, in 
considt:r:,t;ol! of the sa\'ing effected by the settlcr\ employing- convicts, and the heavy 
t'XpeIise to him of the passage Ollt. . 

The grea t advantages which w ill be deri red from the settlement of tillage settlers in New 
Soutb Wale:<, bolh in reference to its primary object as a penal settlement, as well as to its 
value as a coLmy in the growth, 011 the one hand, of valuable pruduce for the British 
mal k(:'t, and in i Is consumption, 011 the other, of British manufactures, are sueh as to more 
than cOlnpensate for a very considerable degree of expense in promoting emigration; and 
if no direct compen,ation or return could be made by the emigrants, yet money so exptnded 
wou:d be most usefully and profitably expenoed; but, as \vill be seen, the whole expense 
can be repaid, alld more than repaid by the emigrants, wilh ~lItere~t; i.H. fact it will be 
mel ely a loau. /\s no lJ.an can expect to be selected Ollt from hIS fellow-citIzens, and have 
ccnsiderable mlvanla;,;cs cunferred upon him gratuitously, howeVer beneficial it may prove 
to the country, 1 conceive that all the ex pense incllrred in the establishment of the emigrant 
at ~~ew SUllt!! \V alts shou:d be repaid by hill!, as he may be able to do '0; and upon that 
principle I have constructed the following Estimates. 

The great obstacle to the emigration of persons of small fortune, to New South Wales, 
is the great disunce. and consequent expense of the passage out. ~ ste~rage passage 
cannut be obtallled 111 the tradlOg vessels under 35/. fur adults, and 20/. tor children; a SUUl 
far too greaL for a slllall fortulle, particularly ,-"hen there are children. A man, wife, and 
two children, cannot go out at 11 less expense tor passage than 11 0 I.; whereas, if several 
fumilie!> united, the\, could be taken out with better accommodations than the tradinO" vessels 
afford, tor the sum ·of 801. per rilmily. 0 

The plan I most respectfully and with all deference ~ubmit, is as follows: 
That a certain portion of the convic~ laboUl:ers in N ew ~out~l 'Vales, now at the disposal 

of the ~o\"crnment, ~hall ~e elJlployed III clearing aud fenclOg farms, and erecling houses on 
them, tor the ll.'Ceptlon of settlers: 

That C'migranb shall be conveyed to New South \\' ales in vessels taken up by the govern
ment, and supplied with ratlOlls 011 the passage: 

l:hat t.he emigrants sh~lJ, upon their arrival il~ the colony, .be immediatel:r put in pos
~essJOn ot the farms proVIded tor them, and receive such sUDplies from the "'overlJment as 
will enable them to proceed in the cultivation of their farms: .-, 

That 
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That the actual cost of the whole, viz. the clearing, fencing, and buildings on the farms, -(4.)
the passage out, and supplies in the colony, shall be repaid by the settler to the govern- Estimate respect
ment, with interest, by annual instalments, to commence as soon as the settler's farm shall ing Emigrants 
be in such a productive state as to enable him to do so. having small Pro-

An emigrant possessing 500 I. will require no assistance from the government, unless he perty. 
has a large family; but emigrants of less capital will. I have made out estimates for thre~ ------' 
classes of emigrants; those possessing sol., those possessing 1001., and those possessing 
200 l.; and it will be seen that the expense will, in the first instance, 110t be great; that it 
will at no distant period be repaid; and that the advantages and savings resulting to the 
country will be very considerable. -
_ In the following estimates and computations I have been extremely particular and minute, 
10 order to sllow what amount of capital will be necessary to establish emigrants at New 
South Wales, as well as the means, in labour and other expenses, required to prepare farms. 
Front personal experience 1 know the means in the colony, the rate of labour performed, 
and the materials, &c. necessary for erecting houses and clearing land; and I have been 
careful to ascertain the prices of the. various articles to be procured here. The scale of 
labour is that which has been always hitherto performed by the convicts employed in the 
government works and by the settlers; the expense of freight and passage out is the result 
of personal experience, as well as the prices oCali the other articles required. And I am per
suaded, jf any or all of them, or the like plans, be adopted, the labour and expense will be 
found but a very small matter either under or over the estimates. 

CLASS I. 

Estimate of the expense of conveying and establishing, as settlers at New South "'ales, 
one thousand families, supposing each family to consist of man, wife, and two children; each 
emigrant to possess a capital of sol. 

The government to give the emigrant and his family a passage to New South Wales; on 
his arrival, a farm of 100 acres, with a house erected thereon, ('24 feet long, 12 feet wide, and 
8 feet high, weather-boarded and shingled, and a brick c~limney), one acre of land cleared 
and fenced with a pale fence, tor a garden; 7 ~ acres more cleared, and half the farm fenced 
with a three-rail fence; also one convict labourer, victualled and clothed by the government 
for a year. 

The emigrant to depOSit with the government in England his capital of 50 t. for which he 
shall receive in the colony, when on his farm, the first year, the value, at prime cost English 
prices, in the specified supplies of provisions, clothing, implements of husbandry, seed, and 
live stock. 

The settler to be charged by the government with the cost of passage, farm, and crown or 
convict servant, to be repaid with interest at four per cent, by instalments of 20/. per year, 
commencino- the second year of his settlement. 

I supposeosuch an emigrant will have sufficient furniture and clothing, without breaking 
in on his capital, for use on the voyage, and bedding, cooking utensils, earthenware, &c. for 
use in the colony; he will want, ~nd can procure in t~e colony, chairs, ~1l:bles, b~dsteads, &.c. 

In the estimales the labour IS calculated accordlllg to the quantltles pertorwed by the 
convict laboUl'ers for the government and settlers. 

All materials and implements necessary to be procured in England, are estimated at the 
wholesale prices there. 

Scale of Labour. 

Falling Trees 1 man 

Burning off ditto 1 ditto 

Hoeing and b;-eaking up new Land 1 ditto 

1 acre - - 40 perches - per week 

- 80 ditto - per ditto 

80 ditto - per ditto 

Ditto Tillage or Stubble - I ditto - 1 ditto - per ,ditto 

Planting Maize, Wheat, &c. &c. 1 ditto - 2 ditto - - - per ditto 

Reaping Wheat, Barley, &c. 1 ditto - 1 ditto - - 80 ditto - per ditto 

Fencing 3 rail open mortise Fence 3 ditto - 30 ditto - per ditto 

_ Sawing -

Splitting Shingles 

Ditto Pales, 5 feet long -

- 2 ditto, - 750 feet ditto 

- 3 ditto - 4,000 shingles - ditto 

- 3 ditto - 1,500 pales - ditto 

Making and burning Bricks - 4 ditto - g,ooo bricks - ditto 

Framing, R~fin.g, Shingli~g,} 2 ditto' _ 12 sq. ditto 
, Weather Board!ng . - _ -

Laying Bricks 2 ditto - 4,000 bricks - ditto 

No .Material, 
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Materials and labour requiredfor each farm and house. 

House-Materials, viz. Farm_Materials, viz. 5,000 nails, or 2olb. 

Labour. 
Boards and scantlings, 3,000 feet 
Shingles, 4,000 ditto 
Bricks, 2,000 Falling and burning off 8f acres 

Fencing rail, 280 perches 
Ditto pale, 50 ditto 

Nails of sorts, 50Ib., or 10,000 
Hinges 8 pair, Locks 2 ditto 

Splitting pales, 2,500 Labour. 
Framing and roofing 12 square, weather 

boarding and shingling 12 square. 

All the wood procured on the spot, and there sawn and worked up; the bricks to be made 
on the spot also; the nails, locks, and hinges, to be bought in England. 

Labour to be performed, and "umber of Convicts required to perform it, in a year; 1)i%. 

Falling and burning, 8,500 acres 
Fencing, 320,000 perches -
Sawing, 3,000,000 feet 
Shingle splitting, 4,000,000 shingles -
Brick making, 2,000,000 - -
Framing, roofing, weather-boarding, and shingling, &c. 25,000 square 
Bricklaying 2,000,000 bricks - - - - - - -
Superintendent's servants -

Overseers, one for every 25 men 
One principal, and 5 deputy superintendents 

458 men 
615 
144 
60 
16 
80 
30 
24 

1,427 labourers. 
56 
6 

Expense of Rations and Clothing, and Superintende7lce. 

1,483 Rations, viz. (at colony prices) weekly: I.. I. d. 
glbs. Flour, at 'ld. -, 6 
7lbs. Salt Beef, at 31-d. or SIbs. Salt Pork, 

at 4fd. • 'l 

f lb. Sugar, at 4d. 2 
per week 3 8 

52 weeks-- £. 9 10 8 

Clothing and Slops (English prices.) 
1 Cloth Jacket -
I DO Trowsers 
2 Duck dO -
I DO Frock 
3 Cotton Shirts • 
'l Pair Shoes 
1 Hat or Cap 
1 B1anket,4s. 1 Rug, 4&. -
1 Mattress -

7 6 
5 -
5 -
3 -
7 6 

12 
2 6 
8 -
5 -

2 Cotton Handkerchiefs 2 -
-£.217 6 

Sundries, Soap, Oil, &c. 

56 Overseers, salary 101. each • - - -
1 Principal Superintendent, salary at 200 I. and horse 
5 Deputy ditto, salary 100 I. rations, &c. 40 I. 

11 10 
13 

Implements necessary for the labourers (to be bought in England :) 
Axes-Falling, 600; splitting, 300; carpenters, 300; adzes, 3°°; 

at3s. - - - - - - - - - -£.225 

I.. 

Saws-Pit, 100 at 201.; cross-cut, 200 at 208.; hand, 400 at 
4S. ; sundries, goo at 31. 6d. -

Hammers-Claw, 50 doz. and shingle, 10 doz.; at lS" 
Augers-IOO doz. of sizes, at ISS.; gimlets, 109 doz. at 5'. 
Plane irons, 300 doz. at lOS.; rules and square, 400, at 16. -
Spades and shovels, 80 at 3 s.; hod~, 20 at 5S. ; trowels, 20 at 28.64. 
Iron wedges, 3 ton 

Materials to be bought in England: 
Nails, 150,000 M. or 70,000 lb. at 6d. -
Hinges, 8,000 pair, or 4,000 lbs. at 4f d. 
Locks, 2,000, at IS. gd. -

5 15 
45 

100 -
35 - -
Ig 10 -
65 

I.. I. d. 

19,279 
560 
220 - -
7°° - -

20,759 

Total expense of 1,000 farms 
Equal to each farm, 24l. 

2,000 - -

£. 23,763 10 

as the convicts must be subsisted and superintended by the Government, whether employed 
or not, it is obviou5 the real expense to the government of establishing t1lese farms would not be 
more than 3,000/. and not even that, as implements must be found for the cODvicts, at whatever 
labour they may be employed. 



ON "EMIGRATION FROM THE UNt'l'EDKINGDOM: 

Estimate of the Expense of conveying One Thousand Families to New South Wales. 

A ship of 300 tons burden will accommodate thirty families, allowing each family a cabin six 
feet square; alld the voyage will be performed, from departure to arrival, in twenty weeks, allowing 
a week each for embarking and disembarking. The tonnage required will be, for water, 75 tons; 
provisions, 35 tons; private tonnage, 1 ton for each family, 35 tons; provisions, implements, &c. 
for uSe in the colony, 55 tons; total, zoo tons. 

Freight, for every 30 families, 300 tons, at 5l. per ton, £.1,500 
Water-casks, 75 ton, at 40s. - - - - 150 
Fitting up cabins, 30, at 60,. 100 
Cabouse, &c. - 50 

Provisions at the following weekly ration for each family: 
7 lb. pork, 7 lb. beef, 21 lb. bread, 41b. flour, :J lb. rice, z quarts 

pease, 4 quarts oatmeal, 41b. sugar, lib. tea, ] lb. suet, 1 lb. 
raisins, 2 oz. mustard, 1 oz. pepper, 1 pint vinegar, 1 pint 
lime juice, 1 quart rum. 

Pork, 20 barrels - -
Beef, zo do 
Bread, 6 tons 
Flour, lZ barrels 
Rice, 18 cwt. 
Pease, 40 bushels 
Oatmeal. 40 cwt. 
Sugar, 24 cwt. 
Tea, 150 lbs. 
Suet, 6 cwt. 
Raisins, 6 cwt. 
Mustard, 80 lb. 
Pepper, 40 lb. - -
Lime-juice, 75 gallons 
Vinegar, 75 dO 
Rum, 150 dO 

Hospital Stores: 
1 pipe Wine - -
100 lb. portable Soup 
100 lb. Scotch Barley -
1 cwt. Sago 
10 lb. Pimento 
A Medicine Chest 
Fumigating stores - - -
5 Hospital Beds and bedding utensils 
Sundries 

at 75s. 
at 756. 
at 18l. 
at 35S. 
at ISS. 

at 7'. 
at 1Z s. 
at 30S. 

- at z,. 6d. 
at 50S. 
at 408. 
at 6d. 
at 6d. 

- at IS. 6d. 
at 2S. 

- at 1 s. 6d. 

at 251. 
at '2 s. 
at 3d. 

at 40s. 
at gd. 
- 10l. 

3 l. 
at 30'. 
- 40 &. 

£. I. d. 

1,800 - -

439 12 6 

60 - -
100 - -

£. &. d. 

Surgeon's pay and allowances 

30 Families - - - -
1,000 Families, at So l. each 80,000 - -

Estimate of Supplies the Settlers will require the first year on tlleir Fa .. m$ 
Each familv.-Provi~ions, &c. £. $. d. £. Ii 

3 barrels Pork, at 75$. - - £.11 5 -
2 ditto Flour, at 308. 3 
16 bushels Wheat, at 8&. - 6 8 -
3 cwt. Sugar, at 35'· 5 :; -
z8lb. Tea, at 21. 6d. 3 10 -
Sundries, Pepper, Mustard, &c. - 12 

Clothing. 
1 Suit Men's Slops, as betore, at 42 s. -
1 ditto Women's 
2 ditto Children's 

- £.2 2 -
11 6 

6 
Furnitul'e, viz. 

2 Bedsteads, at 15 s. -
6 Chairs, at 56.: 2 Tables, at lOs. and 15s. 
Sundries -

10 -

2 15 
15 -

Implements, Agricultural, &c. 
I Cross-cut saw, at 15S; 1 hand.saw, at 3S. 6d. - 18 6 
3 Hoes, at 2S.; 1 spade, at 2S. 6d.; 1 shovel, at \I S. 6d. - 11 
2 Axes, at liS. 6d.; 1 adze, at 26. 6d.; 1 hammer, at 1 s. - 8 6 
2 Augers, at 1 s.; 6 gimlets, at 3 d.; 1 drawing-knife, 
.1~6~ 5 

1 Pick-axe, at 3s- 6d.; 2 sickles, at 1 s. 3 d.; 1 rake, 
and 1 fork, at 1 s. each 8 

1 Flour.sieye, a~ 5 s.; 1 steel.mill, for three families, 
60S. - - - - - - - - 5 

1,000 Nails of sorts, 7 lb. at 6 d. - - 3 6 

N n ~ 

30 - -

5 15 -

5 - -

-+ - -

-(4·)-
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27J APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 

Estimate of Supplies the Settlers will require the first yeat on their Farms-continuecl. 

Seed, viz. 
For j acre of potntoes, 2 cwt. at 5S. -

7f acres of maize, 2 bushels, at 4 s. 
7l - - wheat, 15 ditto, - at 8s. 

Garden seeds 

Live Stock: 
1 Sow pig, at 30s. 4 store pigs, at 'lOS. fowls, 15" 
Per Family -
1,000 Settlers 

- £.- 10 -
8 -

6 
- 2 -

£. I. d. £. I. d. 

£. , 

6 5 

£. 58,001 19 6 

Total Expense of these Emigrants: 

Preparing farms 
Passage out 
Supplies in the colony 

£.23,763 
80,000 
58,001 19 6 

Deduct, paid in advance by the Emigrants 
Balance, being the entire Expense -

161,764 19 6 
50,000 

The Settler's individual Accounts '{~;ith tIle Government will stand thus: 
Dr. Cr. 

To expense clearing and preparing £. s. d. By deposit made previous to de- £. I. d. 
farms - p - - - 25 parture - • 50 

Ditto passage out 80 Balance due of the settlers, to be 
Ditto supplies in the colony - 58 paid by instalments of 20 I. per 
Ration and clothing, convict ser· year - 127 

vant, one year 14 
-;;----'-----
£. 177 £.177 

Computation and Estimate if the period '!f Time in 'It,hich a Settler of this description 
can bring his Land into tl state '!f productive Cultivation. 

I suppose the settler to be put in possession of his farm, as before described, in the month of 
June, and to have one government labourer assigned to him; and that he and his labourer will 
perform the usual quantity of labour. The general crops are, maize, or Indian corn, planted from 
September to December, ripe in April and May; wheat, planted March to May, reaped in De
cember; barley and rye, same period. The produce on new land; maize 30, wheat 20, barley 
and rye 25 bushels per acre; on stubble or tillage land, maize 25, wheat 16, barley and rye 20 
bushels the acre. The labour performed with the hoe, and produce estimated at the very lowest. 

The first column shows the season, the second the quantity and kind of labour, the third the 
number of days in which two men will perform it. 

When the farm is in full cultivation, the fourth year there will be, 7t acres each of maize and 
wheat 011 fallow, and of barley and rye on stubble, 15 acres fallow, and 55 acres not cleared, for 
future use. 

FIRST YEAR. 
Month. 
July-Hoeing and planting t an 

Day. Labom" 
")Men. 

acre 
of potatoes 6 

Falling trees on 7t acres, 2d field 18 
Aug_}Hoeing 7t acres new land for 
Sept. maize - - - - - 45 

Hoeing potatoes twice - -
Ditto ~ acre garden -

Oct.-Planting 7t acres maize 
Fencing 40 perch, ~d field -

N
Oct. }Burning off 7t acres 2d field ov. 

~ 

3 
8 

12 

• 45 

12 Dec.-Hoeing maize twice· • 
Jan.-Hoeing and planting t acre pota. 

toes, and gard.en 6 
Hoeing maize - 6 

Jan. }Hoeing 2d field, 7t acres for 
Feb. wheat. 45 
Mar.-Planting ditto - 8 

A
Mar. }Falling trees, 3d field, 7t acres pro 

18 

A {Harvesting 7t acres maize 
pro Fencing 3d field, 30 perches 

May.-Burning off 3d field, 7t acres - 45 
June.-Garden - 6 

3 
12 

Total days labour this year • 300 

SECOND YEAR. Days Labour 
Month. 2 Mell. 
July.-Falling trees, 4th field, 6t acres - 16 

Fencing ditto, 30 perches. - 10 
Aug.-Hoeing 3d field, 7f acres for maize 45 
Sept.-Planting ditto - 6 
Oct. -Burning off 4th field, 6f acres - 40 
Nov.-Hoeing maize - • _ 1-
Nov.-Harvesting 7t acres of wheat, and 

reaping 
Hoeing maize . 

D {Threshing 
ec. Garden _ 

Hoeing maize -

18 
3 

12 
6 
3 

Jan. }Hoeing 4th field, 6j acres for 
Feb. wheat, new land - 40 

Hoeing 1st field, 7f acres maize 
stubble, for rye - • - 15 

Mar.-Planting wheat and rye 
Apr.-Hoeing ~d field, 7t acres wheat 

stubble, for barley. - - 15 
Planting ditto - • - 6 
Harvesting 7~ acres maize· 6 

May-Falling fifth field, 71. acres 18 
Threshing _ s. _ _ 6 

June-Burning ofFpart of 5th field,4 acres 24 
Total days labour this year 305 
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Estimate of the time in which a Settler can bring his Land into cultivation-cootinue ... 

THIRD YEAR. 
DB'ys Labour 

Month. !l Mell. 

July.-Garden - - - - • 6 
Burning otFremainder of 5th field, 

8k acres !II 

• +5 
6 

Aug.-Hoeing up fifth field, 7f acres 
Sept.-Planting ditto with maize • 
Oct. -Fencing 5th field, 70 perches 21 

Hoeing maize. - - 3 
Nov. -Reaping and harvesting 7f acres 
. rye, and 7f acres barley - 24-
Dec. -Reaping and harvesting wheat, 

6~ acres 
Hoeing maize -
Threshing 

Jan. - Garden -
:Falling 6th field, 7A acres • 
Hoeing maize - • - -

Feb.-Hoeing 3d field, 7f maize stubble, 
for wheat 

Mar.-Hoeing 6f acres wheat stubble, 

15 
3 
6 
3 

18 

3 

18 

4th field, for barley - - 15 
Planting wheat and barley, 3d and 

4th fields 12 
Threshing 6 

Apr. -Harvesting maize, 7f acres 6 
Threshing - - - - 12 

May.-Burning otF6th field, 7f acres - 40 
June.-Fencing 6th field, 70 perches - 21 

Total days labour this year -

FOURTH AND EVERY FUTURE YEAR. 

Month. 
Days Labuur 

!lMeu. 

July -Garden -
Threshing 

3 

Aug. }Hoeing 6th field, 7f Bcrel new 
Sept. land, for maize - 40 

Planting ditto • 6 
Oct.- Hoeing maize - -
Nov.-Reaping and harvesting 7f acres 

rye 
Ditto - • ditto 7f barley 
Hoeing maize -

Dec.-Reaping and harvesting 7f acres 
wheat -

Hoeing maize -
Threshing 

Jan. ---Garden 
Hoeing maize -
Hoeing 7t acres maize stubble, 

for barley 
Feb.-Hoeing 7tacres fallow, for wheat 

Planting 7t acres barley 
Mar.-Planting wheat 

Hoeing 7t acres stubble, for rye 
Apr.-Planting ditto -

Harvesting 7f acres maize 

3 

III 

3 

15 
3 
6 
3 
3 

18 
18 
6 
6 

18 
6 
6 

Apr. } 
May Falling, fencing, burning, &c. &c. 64 
June 

Total -

Estimate of the Expenses ami Produce of these Farms. 

FIRST YEAR. 

Expenses: 

The settler being supplied with every necessary 
the first year by the government, will be at 
no farther expense. 

SECOND 

Expenditure; viz. 

Seed.-Barley,lsbllshels, £. s. d. £. s. d. 
at 4S.; Rye, 15 dO, at 
48. - 6 

Implements 3 
Labourer's clothing 3 
Clothing for family - - 10 - -
Tea, sugar, soap, &c. &c. 11 
Salt, sundries - ~ 

Balance, excess of Produce above 
Expenses 

35 

18 10 -

£. 53 10 -

Produce: Bushel •• 
Maize, 7t acres new land, at 

30 bushels 225 

Consumed on farm: 
Bread 20 

Pigs - 60 
Poultry and sundries - 20 

100 

For sale, at 3 s. 125 

13alance carried to next year. 
£.t8 15-

YEAR. 

Produce: Bushels. 
Wheat, 7f acres new land, at 

20 bushels 150 

Consumed on farm: 
Bread 25 
Seed 15 

40 

For sale, at 7 s. 110 

-£.38 10 

Maize, 7f acres new land - 225 

Consumed on farm: 
Bread 25 
Seed 2 
Pigs - 80 
Poultry 10 

Sundries . 8 

For sale, at 3l1. 
~ - 100 

1,5 

£. 53 10 -

N n 3 

-(+)
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 

E&timate of the Expenses and Produce of these Farms-continr.cecl. 

THIRD YEAR. 

Expenses: same as last year. 
Seed - - 61. - £.29 - - £. s. d. 
Add, say one-third more 11 

Balance, exce~s of Produce over 
Expensei - 55 15 -

£.95 15 -

FOURTH AND EVERY FUTURE YEAR. 

Expenses, same as last year -
One additional crown servant 

£. s. J. 
- 40 - -

5 

Balance, Produce exceeds Expenses 41 15 -

£,86 15 -

Produce: 
Wheat, 6! acres new land -
Consumed on farm, same as 

last year 

For sale, at 7 s. -

Bushels. 

130 

4-0 £. I. d. 

go 31 10 -

Barley and rye, 15 acres 300 
Consumed on f.'um 40 

For sale, at 36. 6 tl. 260 45 10 -

Maize, 7~ acres new land - 225 
Consumed on farm 100 

For sale, at 3 s. -

Produce: 
Wheat, 7iacres, at I 6 bushels 
Consumed on farm 

For sale, at 7 s. -

Barley and rye, 15 acres, 
20 bushels 

Consumed on ffum 

For sale, at 3 s. 6d. 

Maize, 7t acres -
Consumed on farm 

For sale, at 3 s. -

. 
125 18 15 -

£·95 15 -

Bushels. 

1'l0 

40 £. s. d. 

80 28 

300 
50 

250 43 15 -

200 

100 

100 15 

£.86 15 -

The settler will be able to commence the payment of his annual instalment of £.co to the 
government, in discharge of his debt, the second year of his settlement, and the debt will be paid 
up, with interest, in eight years, on the ninth year of his settlement; and he will employ and 
subsist, the second and third year of his settlement, one crown labourer, and the fourth and every 
future year two crown labourers, a saving to the crown of 28l. per annum. 

CLASS II. 
Estimate of the expense of conveying and establishing as se~tlers, at New S~:)Uth Wales, 

1,000 families, supposing each family to consist of man, WIfe, and two children; each 
emigrant to possess 100l. capital. 

The government to give the emigrant and his family a passage to New South Wales; 
on his arrival, a farm of 2('0 acres with a house erected thereon, 3'2 feet long, 16 feet wide, 
and 12 feet high, weather-board~d shingled, a brick chimney, all the upper rooms and 
one ground-floor room floored; ten' acres cleared and fenced with a three-rail fence, and 
one acre cleared and fenced with pales for a garden; also one crown labourer, ojf the stores, 
that is to be fed and clothed by the settler. . . 

Tile emigrant in the first instance to deposIt WIth the government 601., to be repaid to 
him on his arrival in the colony; the remaining 401. to be laid out by the emigraut in the 
purchase, in England, of necessaries. 

The settler to be charged by the government with the expense of his passage, and the 
farm prepared for him, at the rate both actually cost; to be repaid by him, with interest at 
four per cent per annum, by instalments of 20 l. a year, commencing the second year of 
his settlement on his farm. 

I suppose such an emigrant will have sufficient furniture and clothing, without breaking 
in on his capital, for use on the voyage, and bedding, cooking utensils, tin, earthenware 
and glass ware~ for use in the colony. He will procure some furniture in the colony; such 
as chairs, tables, bedsteads, &.C. 

The settler will in the second year of his settlement, require an additional crown labourer 
and will consequeotly thenceforward employ and subsist two crown labourers. ' 
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Materials and Labour required for each Farm and House. 

House ;-Materials. 
Scantling and boards 
Shingles - -
Bricks -

6,000 feet 
6,000 
3,000 

Nails of sorts, 1061b. or -
Hinges 4, or
Locks -

- 20,000 

Labour. 

Framing and roofing - -
Weather boarding and shingling 
Sundries 
Bricklaying 

8 pair 
2 ditto 

26 squ •. 
26 ditto 
2 ditto 

3,000 bricks 

Farm ;-Labour. 
Falling and burning 
Fencing 3 rails and posts 
--- pales 

Materials. 
Pales, 6 feet 
Ditto nails 241b. or 

11 acres 
160 perch 
50 ditto 

3,000 
6,000 

Labour to be performed, and number of C07lvicts required to perform it, 
in a Year. 

Falling and burning -
Fencing 
Brickmaking 
Sawing 
Shingles splitting 
Framing, roofing, shingling and weather board

ing, and sundries 
Bricklaying 

Superintendents servants 
Overseers -

One principal, and four deputy Superintendents. 

11,000 acres 
210,000 perches 

3,000,000 bricks 
6,000,000 feet 
6,000,000 shingles 

54,000 square 
3,000,000 bricks 

Expenses of Rations and Clothing, alld Superintendence. 

1,723 Men, rations and clothing, at 13l. each 
65 Overseers, salaries at IOl. 

- £.24,12IJ 
650 

560 
~20 

4 Deputy Superintendents, salary and rations, at 140l. -
I Principal ditto - - ditto and ditto 

Expense of Implements to be bought in England, same as in 
Class I. and in proportionably greater quantity - -

Expense of Mat.erials to be bought in England. 
Nails, 26,000 M. or 130,000 lbs. - - at 6d. 
Hinges - 5,000 lbs. - - at 4t d. 
Locks - - - - 2,000 - - - at u. 6tl. 

Total expense of preparing 1,000 farms 
Equal to 30l. lOS. each farm. 

Expense of Passage out, same as Class I. 

Total Expense of Class II. 

3,250 
93 

200 
15 -

t. 

t. 

593 men 
40 5 

26 
308 

9° 

17+ 
30 

1,626 men 
32 

U5 

£. s. d. 

1,400 -

3,543 15 -
30 ,495 15 -
80,000 

-------
110,495 15 -

The Settler's individual Accounts with the Government will stand thus: 

Farm and house 

Passage out 

- £.30 10 -

80 - -
--- t.ll0 10 -

To be repaid by instalments of 20 l. per annum, which will be effected the second, third, fourth, 
fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth years of their settlement. 

-(4.)
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!Z7b APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 

The Emigralle's Capital cif £.100 mill be laid out as follows, i~ the Purchase of 
Supplies for his Family and Farm, the first year of his Settlement. 

Provisions: 

4 bls. Pork, at 75 5• 

3 dO Flour, at 305. 

~o bushels Wheat, at S I. -

:3 cwt. Sugar, 4!U' 

281b. Tea, 2 s. 6d. 

Necessaries: 

28 lb. Soap, 4d. - - -
1 cwt. Salt, 6s. - - -

Pepper, Mustard, &c. -
Thread, Needles. &c. 

Clothing: 

£. I. d. £. s. d. 

15 
4 10 

8 
6 6 
3 10 
---37 6 -

- 9 ... 
6 -

- 10 -

8 8 
1 14 

Half as much again as Class I. 8 10 -

t'urniture : 
6 Chairs, at 58.; 1 table, 208.; 2 bed-

steads, 20 s.; sundries, 108. 5 -

Implements, same as ChlSS I. 4 

Carried forward - £.56 10 -

£. I. d. 

Seed: 
Brought forward - 56 10 -

For i acre Potatoes, 2 cwt. 
at5s. 10 

10 acres Maize, 2 bushels, 
at 58. 10 

10 acres Wheat, 20 bushels, 
at 8 s. - - • 8 

Clothing for labourer 

LiTe Stock: 
2 Cows with calf • 
2 Sows to breed 
6 Store Pigs 
Fowls· 

20 -

3 
6 

9 

3 - -

---. 30 

Of these the Emigrant will buy 
in England: 

£.g8 10 -

Clothing, implements, pork, Bour, 
and necessaries - - £. 38. o. o. 

Remainder in the colony. 

This Settler's cultivation and produce will be as follows :-Labour and Produce same as 
Class l. He will employ and subsist one crown labourer the first vear, and two the secon:i 
and every succeeding year. • 

FIRST YEAR. 

Expenses: 

The first year's expenses are accounted for, 
under the settler'l expenditure of capital. 

Produce: Duabela. 

Maize, 10 acres new land - 300 

Consumed on farm: 

Bre~ 15 
Pigs - • 80 
Poultry and sundries - 25 

1:l0 

For sale, at 3'. • 180 - £.27. o. o. 

SECOND YEAR. 

Expenses; £. I. d. £. I. d. 
Groceries - l:l 

Clothing for family 10 -
Implements, agricultural, 2 
Two labourers clothing, 

&c .• 8 
Seed, I:!O bushels barley, 

at 3S. 6d. 3 10 -
Sundries 4 10 ---- 40 - -

Balance, excess of Produce above 
Expenses 29 10 -

£.69 10 -

Produce: Busbel.. £. I. d. 
Wheat, 10 acres new lanu 200 

Consumed on farm: 
Bread - 50 
Seed - :l0 

For sale, at i I. • 130 I 

Maize, 10 acres new land -

Consumed on farm: 
Pigs -
Fowls 
Seed 5, Sundries 15 

100 

20 

45 10 -

300 

For sale, at 3'. - 160· 24 
--''----

£.69 10 -
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THIRD YEAR. 

Expenses: 

Groceries ' -
Clothing for family 
Implements 

£. 8. d. £. s. d. Produce: 

I'Z 

12 

Wheat, 10 acres 
Consumed on farm -

:Bushels. £. $. d. 

- 160 

Labourers and fencing -
Sundries 

3 - -

7 
6 
---40 

Balance, excess of Produce above 
Expenses 38 - -

£.78 - -

For sale, at 7 s. 

Badey, 10 acres 

Consumed on farm: 
Seed and bread 

60 

100 

200 

For sale, at 3s. 6d. 160 

Maize, 10 acres - 250 
Consumed on farm - - 150 

For sale, at 3 s. - 100 

35 - -

28 - -

15 

Every future year will be more productive, and the settler will be able to commence his 
annual instalments of 20 l. the second year; his debt will be liquidated the eighth year, and he will 
employ and subsist two crown labourers, a saving to the crown of 281. per annum. 

CLASS III. 

Estimate of the expense of conveying and establishing as settlers at New South 
Wales, 1,000 families, each family consisting of man, wife, and two children, and each 
emigrant to possess 200/. capital. 

The government to provide the emigrant with a passage to New South Wales; on his 
arrival there to grant him a farm of 300 acres, with a house erected thereon, 32 feet long, 
16 feet wide, 14 feet high, with a linney or skeling along the back, 10 feet wide, and 
7 feet high, weather-boaroed, shingled, and double brick chimney; 20 acres cleared and 
f~nced with a three-rail fence; one acre cleared and fenced with pales for a garden; 
and two crown labourers, subsisted by the crown for a year. 

The emigrant in the first instance to pay the government, in advance, the full expense 
of his passage, 80 I. and to deposit 60 I. more, to be returned to him on his arrival in the 
colony; the remaining 60 I. to be laid out by the emigrant in England, in the purchase of 
necessary supplies. 

The settler to be charged by the government with the actual cost of the farm, and two 
crown labourers, to be repaid with interest by annual instalments of 50 I. commencing the 
third year of his settlement. 

Such an emigrant should take out with him every article he may possess, of clothing, 
bedding, kitchen utensil~, tin, earthen and glass ware, ano small articles of furniture; he 
will procure chairs, tables, bedsteads, &c. in the colony. 

This settler will employ and subsist I four crown labourers the second and evel'Y 
future year. 

Materials and Labour required for each Farm and House; viz. 

Farm: 
Labour - - - Falling and burning 

Fencing (3 rail, 166 perches, pales 44) -
Splitting 5 feet pales 

Materials - - Paling nails - '-

House: 
Materials - - Scantling and boards 

Shingles 
Bricks 
Lime -
Nails of sorts, 1701bs. or 
Hinges - - 12 
Locks -

Labour - - - Framing and roofing - -
Weather-boarding and shingling 
Flooring 
Sundries 
Bricklaying 

00 

21 acres. 
210 perches. 

- 5,000 

- 6,000 or 301bs. 

- 9,500 feet, 
10,000 
10,000 

100 bushels. 
30 ,000 

24 pair. 
5 

40 .quare. 
40 ditto. 
15 ditto. 
3 ditto. 
2 rods. 

-(4·)- ",. 
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Labour to be peiformed, and Number of Crown Labourers required to perform it, 
in a Year. 

FaIling and burning !U,OOO acres -
Fencing 21~,0~0 pt:rches 
Sawing 9,500,000 feet -

1,131 men. 
405 

Shingles, splitting - 10,000,000 libingles 
Brick-making - - - - -. - 10,000,000 bricks 
Framing, roofing, shingling, weather-boardmg, &c. 98,000 square 
Bricklayers and labourers 2,000 rod 
Superintendent's servants 
Overseers -

488 
145 
86 

315 
190 
30 

110 
2,900 men. 

1 principal and 6 deputy superintendents. 

Expense of Subsistence and Superintendence. 

2,900 Men, rations and clothing, at 131. each £.37,7°0 
110 Overseers, salary at 10l. 1,100 

6 Deputy Superintendents, at 140l. 840 

£. I. d. 

1 Principal ditto - 220 -

Expense of implements same as Class Ij proportionably greater quantity -

Materials; viz. 

39,860 - -

1,850 - -

Nails 
Hinges -
Locks -

. Lime procured in the colony -

200,000Ibs. at 6 d. - -
I2,000Ibs. at 4 f d. 
5,000 at 2&. 3d. - -

- 100,000 bushels, at 6d. -

5,000 
225 
562 10 

2,500 

Total Expense preparing 1,000 farms and houses 
Equal to 50 l. per farm. 

£. 49,997 10 

Expense of Passage out, same as Class I. equal to 80l. per family, advanced 
by the emigrant. 

Total Expense of Class III. - - £. 50,000 - -

The Settler's individual Accounts with the Government, will sland thus: 

Farm and house - £,50 - - £. I. d. 

2 crown servants, one year 

To be repaid by instalments of sol. the third and fourth years of his settlement. 

Supplies necessary for the Emigrant the first Year. 

Provisions; viz. 
3 brls. Pork, 75 s. 
5 ditto Flour, 30S. 

£. s. d. £. s. d. 

~ cwt. of Sugar, 42S. 

201bs. Tea, 28. 6d. 
Sundries 

- 11 5 
7 10 -

44-
2 10 

,I 16 -
-, --,- 2.7 5 -

Necessaries: 
281bs. Soap, at 4d. 
Thread, Needles, &c. 
10 gallons Oil 

Clothing, something better 

- 9 4-
1 10 8 
1 - -

3 

than Class II. -' -
Furniture, same 8S Class II. 
Implements, same as Class II. 

- 10 
5 

greater quantity 5 

In addifion: 
1 Steel Mill -
Plough and cart'barness' 
2 Ploughs 

, A Cart 

3 10 -
5 
9 
9 

__ ...carried. £o[w81'11 £. 3.1 10 -

£. s. d. £. s. d. 
Brought forward - 31 10 -

Iron, 5 cwt. at 12.1'. 

Sundries 

Seed for 
1 acre Potatoes, 4 cwt. 
at 5S. 

20acres Maize, 5 bushels, 
at 4.1'. 

20 dO Wheat, 40 bushels, 

3 
- 10 -
---35 

1 

1 - -

al<8s. - 16 
Garden seeds - 10 

Live Stock: 
3 Working Oxen -
3 Sows -
6 Store Pigs 
Poultry 
2 Cows in calf 

----1810 -

- 25 - -
- 4 10 -

6 - -
2 

- 17 10 -
---55 

Total - - £. 153 15 
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Supplies necessary for the Emigrant-continued. 

FIRST YEAR-continued. 

The produce of his farm the first year will 
enable him to pay for some of his live stock, 
such as pigs, poultry, and cows, arid it will be 
as follows: 

Bushels. 
Maize, 20 acres new land - 600 

.. ' Consumed on farm: 

150 

50 

50 

Pigs 

Oxen, 3 

Bread 

Sundries 50 £. s. d. 

300 

For sale - at 3 I. 300 

45 - -

The Emigrant will purchase of his supplies in 
in England, and take out with him: 

Implements, with the exception of £. $. d. 
the cart - 26 

Provisions: pork, flour and sundries 21 
Necessaries (except oil) 2 - -
Clothing 10 -,:-----

£·59 

The remainder he will procure in the colony. 

£. I. d. 
Emigrant's capital 
First year's produce 

First year's expenses 
Passage - £.80 -
Supplies bought in 

England - 59 
Ditto in the colony 95 

'""£=-."'"'23;";;;"'---

- 200 
- 40 

THE settler's cultivation and produce will be as follows: he will always use a plough, and the 
second and every future year employ and subsist four crown labourers; his annual expenses and 
produce will be, 

Expenses: £. I. 

Labour: expenses of 4 
crown labourers, ex-
elusive of rations - 20 

Fencing 228 perch, at 2 S. 22 16 

Seed: 100 bushels rye and 
barley at 46. 

Implements, harness, &c. 
Provisions, groceries, &c. 
Clothing for family 
Sundries, soap, oil, !alt, &c. 

Balance produce exceeds expenses 

Expenses: 
Labour same as last year 
Implements 
Provi~ions, groceries and sundries 
Clothmg for family - - -
Balance produce exceeds expenses 

SECOND YEAH. 

d. £. s. d. Produce: 
Wheat, 20 acres, new land -

Consumed on farm: 
Bread - 100 

42 16 - Seed 50 

- 20 For sale - at 7$. 
12 
25 Maize 20 acres, new land 

- 20 
Consumed on farm: 

5 4 Same as last year -----
125 - - For sale - at 3 s. 

7 10 0 
-----

£.132 10 -

THIRD YEAR. 

£. s. d. 
43 
15 - -
32 

20 
145 

Produce: 
Maize, same as last year 

Wheat - ditto ditto -

Barley and rye, 40 acres 
Consumed on farm 

For sale - at 31. 6d. 

Bushels. 

400 

£. s. d. 
150 

250 
87 10 -

600 

300 

300 
45 - -----

£.132 10 -

BU5hel •• 

300 £. s. d. 
45 

25° 
87 10 

800 
100 

700 

-(4·)-
Estimate respect
ing Emigrants 
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122 19. -
£.255 - - £.255 

. Every future year will be as productiv~. T~e settler can pay.his government debt, and purchase 
hve 1ltock, horn~d cattle, horses, &c. wIth hIS profits. He WIll employ and subsist four crown 
labourers, a savlOg to the government of 56Z. per annum. . 

00:2 
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THE real Expense to-the Country, for the Emigration and Settlement of Class I. 
will be as follows: 

Preparing 1,000 farms - - .. • 
Freight and passage out, 1,000 famlhes 
Supplies in the colony • ditto 

£·3,000 
80,000 
58 ,000 

£.141,000 - -

Deduct the emigrant's deposit with the government, in ad. -
vance, sol. each emigrant 50,000 

t. 

Amount, actual expense £. 91,000 

These settlers will repay the government by instalments and interest in eight 
years 157,000 

And will employ :lnll subsist 2,000 crown labourers, a saving to the crown 
per annum 0 • 28,000 

s. 

----
And will, besides, to the extent they employ and subsist crown labourers, promote the great 

object of New South Wales as a penal settlement, relieve the mother country from the pressure of 
an excessive population, and at the same time increase the production and supply of raw material 
for, and add to the consumption of, her manufactures. 

The Expense of the Emigration and Settlement of CI:lsS II. will be thus: 

Preparing 1,000 farms 
Freights, and passengers out 

£·4,000 
80,000 - -

£. 

The settler \1 ill repay by instalments in 6 years 120,000 

And will employ and subsist 2,000 crown labourers, a saving to the crown 
per annum of 28,000 

Besides all the other advantages, the same as Class 1. 

1 he Expense of the Emigration and Settlement of Class III. will be thus: 

Preparing farms, 1,000 
Freight and passage out 

The settlers will have paid in advance 
By instalments, 3d and 4th years 

£,10,200 - -

80,000 - -

£.80,000 .,. -

£. 

90 ,200 

• 84,000 - -

------- 164,000 

s. d. 

s. tl. 

----
And will employ aed subsist 4,000 crown labourers, a saving to the govern-

ment per annum of 56,000 _ _ 

Besides all other advantages. 

It will be as necessary and as politic for the government to give all reasonable protec
tion and encouragement to the colony produce, as to the emigration of settlers; for unless 
the settlers can dispose of their surplus produce at remunerating prices, they cannot afford· 
to employ and subsist the convicts or crown labourers. All the supplies of grain and animal 
food wanted for his Majesty's magazines in the colonies, should certainly. be bought from 
tIte settlers at fair remuner!lting prices; and as they can supply those artIcles of a better 
quality and at a cheaper rate than they can be imported, there exists no reason whatever why 
they ?hould not get the preference in their own ~arket. The colony can grow. more grain 
than It consumes, and there is DO regular certam market to export the supplies to. The 
climate and soil are peculiarly favourable to .the produc~ion of to.b~cco, flax and hemp, wine 
and vegetable oil, articles for which there IS demand ID the Bntlsh market, to any extent 
they can be produced; and consequently the culture of .them ough~ to be encouraged. For 
the purpose of encouraginO' the growth of tobacco, a hIgh .protectlDg duty of customs bas 
been laid in the colony on ~obacco of foreign grow~h. ThIS will have the effect of causing 
a sufficient quantity to be grown for the consum~t!on of the ~ol<?ny. But as tobacco can 
be grown to very considerable extent for the Bfltlsh market, It IS to be hoped that the 
same wise policy applied to New South 'Vales wool, of reducing the duty for a term of 
years, until it shall be so improved as to come in competition with foreign wool, will be also 
extended to New South Wales tobacco; and that as soon as the colony shall be able to ex
port it to the mother country, a partial reduction of the customs duty will be made, until it 
shall arrive at such a t1egree of perfection as to be able to compete with foreign tobacco. And 
the same with regard to hemp, flax, and linseed, \Yine and vegetable oil. The government 
have already, ""ith deserved consideration, and indeed in accordance with the interest of the 

mother 
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mother country, placed the dutv on timber, bark, and oil, on the same footing with that of -(4·)
other colonies. But they ought to be entirely repealed, to give the more encouragement Estimate r~spect-
to th~ employm.ent of the convicts in procuring them. ing Emigrants 

It IS, .1 concelve, much to be regretted, that the present government of New Sbuth Wales having im,all Pro
have, With, no doubt, the very proper view of reducing the expenses of the colony, adopted perty. 
some measures that will result, not in reducing, but in very considerably increasing those ex- '----' 
penses. A system has been adopted, of reducing the price of the colony produce required 
for the go~ernr.nent magazine (grain and meat) as low as possible. I have resided for 
some year~ 10 New South Wales, and I know that flour, grain, or provisions of any kind, 
cannot be.lmported at a less price than the colonists can afford to sell them, yielding them-
se.lves a fair compensation. The colonist can most assuredly supply his Majesty's magazines 
wl.th beef at.3d. and pork at 4d. per lb, and with wheat at 7s. and maize 3S. 6d. per bushel, 
pnces at whlCh those articles cannot be and never will be imported. Now convict labourers 
are employed in raising the colony produce, and by reducing the consumption of that 
prod~ce, you reduce, of course in the same degree, employment for the convicts, and the 
convicts thus thrown out of employment will be returned by the settlers to the government, 
an~ the expense of their subsistence come on it. Reducing the price below a remune-
ratmg one, so far reduces the production of colony produce, and brings an increased expense 
upon the government. For instance, the colonist will employ and subsist 10,000 convicts, 
while the price of produce is remunerative, as it will be at 3 d. and 4 d. per lb. for meat, and 
7s.and 35. 6d. per bushel for grain. By reducing the prices, the colonists wiII employ only 
so much labour as will grow produce for their own consumption; and as the number of free 
labourers is now considerable, and several settlers with small farms employ crown labourers 
only to grow produce for sale, there is no doubt that one half the number of convicts now 
employed by the settlers will be thrown out of employment and returned to the government, 
and an expense incurred equal to the subsistence of five thousand convicts, at least 70,000/. 

per annum; besides the entire stop put by this discouraging system to the future employ-
ment of convicts by the settlers. The matter, then, is reduced to this simple question: W ill the 
saving in the price of the particular supplies more than meet and cover this increased expense ~ 
I have no hesitation in asserting, that no person will for one moment pretend to say that it 
will; and if it will not, this notable attempt at saving, by reducing the colony produce 
below a remunerating price, will end in very considerably increasing the expenses of the 
colony. J n the year 1821 there were upwards of 20,000 convicts in New South Wales; and 
the bills drawn in that year by the commissary, for the subsistence of those convicts, and of 
the civil, naval and military establishments, at least 2,000 persons more, amounted to 
207,050 I. sterling. How came so many persons to be subsisted at so little expense? Because 
the greater part of the convicts were employed and subsisted by the settlers. The prices 
they received for their produce enabled them to employ and subsist so many. By n:dueing 
the prices, the government may possibly obtain supplies a little cheaper in detail, and for a 
short time, but the quantity required will be considerably increased, and so will the aggregate 
expense. 

If this system be persevered in, the expense of New South "\Vales to this country will 
soon be doubled, emigration thereto entirely stopped, the best means of employing the con
victs destroyed, alia all the evils of having the convicts congregated in large bodies, and 
without employment, will be sure to follow. I again and again repeat, that the best and 
only possi ble way of making New South Wales, what a penal settlement shoulU be, a 3chool 
()f correction and reform, is by finding agricultural employment for the convicts; and this 
can be best done by assigning them to settlers; therefore not only ought the increase of 
settlers to bc encouraged, but also the colony produce, so as to enable the settler to employ 
and subsist the convict. The government of New South 'Vales, instcad of grasping at and 
pluming itself upon every little present and temporary paltry saving of pence or shillings, 
cught to co.nside~ the Stl bject ~ith large and liberal views .. An estimate. should be made, 
from a conSideration of the capital necessary to carryon agncultural pursUIts and the wages 
of labour of the fair remunerating price at which the settler could afford his produce to 
the gove;nment, and that price sho.uld be given, even ~ere it consider~bly higher than the 
foreign market; whereas, In fact, It would not be higher; for I agam contend, that the 
colonists can afford their produce at a remunerating price, cheaper and of a better quality 
than can be imported. 

The settler should not only get a remunerating price for the produce required for the 
supply orRis Majesty's magazines in the colony, but a regular system of protection for 
other colony produce, should be adopted both in the colony and in England. The colony 
revenue is now considerably more than the purposes for which it was established, and to 
which it is legally applicable, require. A part of the surplus colony revenue could not be 
better applied than in bounties. for the growth and exportation to England of fine wool, 
tobacco, flax, linseed, bemp, timber, bark, hides, oil ar.d wine, &c.; (these are all bulky 
articles, the distance they have to be conveyed is great, and the freight higb, and something 
ought to be done to lighten that expense.) The means of employing the convicts, and the 
saving of expense to tile country. would thereby be very considerably increased, and the 
colony and colonists benefited. In short, by every way in which the m~ans and resources 
of the colony and colonists of New South Wales can be improved, will employment be 
increased for the convict8, their punishment and reform be the better effected, the expense of 
their subsistence and superintendence be reduced, <ll1d New South Wales, as a penal settle
ment, be every way improved. 

003 
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ESTIMA TE of the Expense of conveying Single Women to New South Walu, 
including Passage, Provisions, Hospital Stores, Medical Attendance, Bedding, 
&c, and a supply of Clothing. 

A .SHIP of. 400 t~ns burden will accommodate ~me hundred and twenty womeD, 
allowIng a cabm 8 feet by 6 for every four women, beIn~ equal to th~ space required by 
law (6 Geo. 4. c. 116.) for passengers. The voyage will be performed in twenty-one 
weeks, and the weekly ration for each w~man will be 7lbs. of brea~, 4lbs. beef and pork, 
lIb. flour, lIb. oatmeal, lib. peB:s, 1 ~b. n~e! lib. sugar, 2 oz. tea, 41b. raisins, i lb. suet, 
1 pint wine, t pint vinegar, § PlOt hme JUlce, mustard, pepper, and 3 quarts. of wate" 
per day. 

~reight Ship 400 tons, a' £.5 per ton -
Fitting up 30 Cabins, a' 00/ • 

. - -
- . -

Cabouse • - - -
Water casks, 55 tons, (a' 60/ will sell for half 

Colony) say a' 40/ 
Sundry cooking utensils, bowls, plates, spoons, 

&c.&c. 

price m thei 
~ves,~ forks~ 

Provisions; viz. 
25 bls. Pork 
25 dO Beef 

8 ton of Bread 
25 cwt. Flour 

25 cwt. Oatmeal 
25 - Peas 
25 - Rice 

25 - Sugar 
330 lbs. Tea • 

6 cwt. Raisins 

6 cwt. Suet 

330 gallons Wine • 
160 do Vinegar 
160 dO Lime juice • 

1 cm. Mustard -
30 lbs. Pepper 

Hospital Stores; viz. 
1110 lbs. Soup -

2 cwt. Scotch Barley 
1-Sago- • 
1 - Arrow Root 

14 lbs. Pimento 
Medicine Chest 
Fumigating Stores 
Hospital Bedding, Utensils, &c. 

Sundries; viz. 
6 cwt. Soap -

30 Ibs. Thread 
30 - Pins 
3,000 Needles • 
10 doz. Scissors 

a' 75/ p' -_} 
a' 75/ 
a' £. 18. • '\ 
a' 20/ .J 
a' Ill/ -1 
a' 10/ -
a' 15/ .J 
a' 30/ 
a' 2/ 
a' 40/ 

a' 40/ 

a' 3/ 
a' 1/6 
a' 1/6 

a' 70/ 
a' 6,t. 

:1 
.J 

:} 
:} 

£. I. d. 

187 10 -
J69 - -

46 15 -

gil 10 -
1Z - -
73 10 -

4 5 -

a' 1/6 -
a' 30/ -
a' 40/ · a' 60/ -
a' gd. · 
£.10 -
£.5 · 
£.7. 10. -
a' 35/ 

i} 
a' II/ 
a' 11/6 
208. 
a' 8/ 

d home, sa>:} Surgeon, Pay and Allowances, 10/ per day out an 
240 days • - - • - • -

Clothing, a suit each; viz. 
2 printed Calico Jackets -
II white • dO • Shifts 
2 dG

• - de _ Petticoats 
II dO _ • do • Caps 
2 Handkerchiefs, coloured 
II pair Stockings 
1 pair Shoes, each 

· --
-
· 
· 
· 

- . 

- :I -. -- -- -- -- -

£. 
2,000 

go 
50 

IlO 

50 

575 

40 

'J5 

-

1 

Total for 120 Women -
Equal to £.117. each. 

I. d. I. I. fl. - -- -- -
- -
- -

11,300 - -

- -

- -

- -
640 - -

. . 1110 - -

10 -

180 - -
. £. 3,1140 - -
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Appendix, Ne 3. 

EXTRACT OF A REPORT from His Majesty's Commissioners of Inquiry, to 
R. J. WILMOT HORTON, Esq. dated Cape of Good Hope, 1st June 1825 ;-upon 
the Subject of the Emigration to Tlte Cape from Ireland, of 400 Individuals at the 
Public Expense. 

MR. INGRAM arrived in this colony in the month of April 1820, accompljlnied by 
a small party,' consisting of '1.7 men, U women, and 29 children. The men were chiefly 
mechanics and labourers, for whom the sums required to be deposited were advanced by 
Mr. Ingram in England; and they had entered into agreements to s{'rve him for three 
years at certain Jow wages, and at the end of that term to receive the sum of 10/., or 
20 acres of Jand. 

It is stated hy Mr. Ingram, that 407 persons were mustered on board the Barrossa; we 
have reason to conclude that the muster was faithfully performed, notwithstandinO' the 
assertions of some of the dissatisfied parties, who have alleged. that in more than::> one 
instance one individual succeeded in representing the names and persons of two. We 
find, however, that there were only disembarked ill this colony, 188 men, 59 women, and 
105 children,-in all, 352 persons, from whom a deduction must be made at' five persons, 
consisting of a Portuguese, taken on board at the Island of Madeira, and four children 
born on the passage, leaving a deficiency of 53 persons in the number that Mr. Ingram 
engaged to convey from Ireland to the Cape. 

No deaths or accidents occurred during the passage; and the people landed at the Cape 
in a state of improved health and strength. Some attention appears to have been paid by 
Mr. Ingram to the comfort of the most necessitous, by providing bedding and clothes; 
and, with the exception of a portion of the biscuit and rice, the provisions were found to 
be of a good quality. 

Upon the arrival of the transport in Table Bay, the deputy fiscal, Mr. Ryneveld, went 
on board, made an individual muster of the emigrants, and took notes of the complaints 
that they made against Mr. Ingram, for the purpose of reporting to His l\L0esty's fiscal. 
The emigrants were afterwards landed, and several of those who had at first refused, but 
afterwards signed indentures on board ship, under an alleged threat of being deprived of 
provisions, or of being imprisoned on their arrival at the Cape, complained to His 
Majesty's fiscal, who brought their complaints before a sitting commissioner of the court 
of justice. The proof of the.ir ha~ing been trepan.n~d ~r furced on board at Cork against 
their will by Mr. Ingram havlllg failed, the court of J lIstlce, on appeal from the decision of 
the commissioned me~ber? held, that the presumpti?n of the acqu~esce~c:e of every indio 
vidual in the terms ot the mdenture was so strong, from the fact ot their em barkation at 
Cork, and the publicity of the conditions of service, that in cases wbere indentures had 
not been signed by the parties, amounting in number to nineteen, the court declared, that 
the pa~ties should enter in.to agreem~nts t? ser,ve Mr. Ingram upon the conditions and 
regulatIOns that were prescnbed by HIS Majesty s Government. 

In a short period after their ?ebarkation in the .colony, a large majority of the emigrants 
obtained employment by makmg agreements. With new masters~ or by agreement made 
between them and Mr. Ingram, to redeem their engagements to hun by the payment of the 
sum stipulated in their original indentures, of 30 0 rix-dollars for each male, 200 for 
a female, and 150 for a child. 

; From a list that has been furnished us by Mr. Ingram, and dated 28 July 1824, we find, 
that. out of the number of emigrants landed, 120 men, 44 women, and 82 children, have 
been transferred to individuals in and near Cape Town. This statement has undergone 
Iiome variation since that period, in consequence of some of the men having been returned 

.:tlPOIl Mr. Ingram's hands, or of failure to make good their payments to him; in which 
latter eases they were ordered by the magistrates to return to work tor Mr. Ingram, and, as 
he contended, in any manner that be might require. Fifty-one are now employed by him 
upon his estate near Cape Town, or in preparing materials for buildillg his wine store . 

. 'The lodging that he provided for them on his estate, which is in other resepects favourably 
'si~uated for the accommodation and reception of the people II lio obtain casual work in 
Cape TowlI, have been found by us fa be neither in a proper or tenantable state. They 

.have been lately repaired, and a separate apartment has been provided for the reception of 
the sick, who have not been numerous. Eight persons have died since the anival of the 

:party in December 1823, and it appears that most of them have been aflected ill a greater 
or leiS degree by an intemperate use of spirituous liquors, and by copious draughts of water 

. ii.kef, in bot weather. but that, in otbe.frespects, the state of their general health has 
beellgoOO. . 

404. 004 The 
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Appendix, Ne 4. 

CORRESPONDENCE respecting the Emigration conducted under 
Mr. P. ROBINSON. 

COpy of a Letter from the Rev. James Crowly, a Roman Catholic clergyman to 
Robert Wilmot Horton, Esquire. 1 

Sir, York, Upper Canada, 2d March 1826. 
IT is with much pleasure I have to inform you, that prio~ to Bishop M'Donell's arriv~1 

from England, 1 received powerful and successf~l co.op~ra~lOn from the Honourable and 
Reverend Doctor Strachan, a.rchdeacon of Y ?~k, \D es~abhshlllg o~d~r, encouraging indusuy, 
suppressing imported prejudices, ~nd reconcdmg parties of.all religIOus denominations. both 
old and new settlers; whose sentiments, honestly decla~ed III the.a~companying documents, 
will contribute to arrest the tongue of slander, and silence political demagogues equally 
the enemies of our King, constitution, colonial government, and my countrymen. ' 

. You will see by the subjoined papers, which you did me the honour of transmitting to 
me, through Mr. Addcrley, together with a copy of a confidential note of his to me on my 
departure from my I?arish i~ July 1~24, having. obt~i~ed my b~shop's l;ave of abs;nce for 
twelve months, at which penod I reSigned my Insh hvmg to reSide 10 thiS province: 1 have 
in my possession the originals of the printed documents I have the honour of transmitting 
to you, which I hope will not be unaccepta~le in your office, as coming from the pen of 
a disinterested person. Bishop M'Donell IS preparing some documents to forward to 
your office. 

I beg leave to state, that Lieutenant Colonel Fitzgibbon's testimony relative to the 
settlement, is that of a person who has for a long time interested himself in reconcilin ... 
various differences which have subsisted between my countrymen, and therefore that it is 
entitled to full confidence. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

Robert W. Horton, Esq. &.c. &c. &c. 
James Crawly,. 

COPY of a Letter from James Fitzgibbon, Esq. to the Editor of the Weekly Register. 

Sir, York, 26th Dec. 1825' .. 
IN the Colonial Advocate of the Sth inst. an article was published, of which the following 

is a copy :-. 

" Mr. Robinson's Irish SettZers.-We have information which may be depended on, staling 
that these people have an ardent desire to go to the United States, and that they frequently 
-desert. No less than thirty of them decamped lately in one night. 

" To how much more useful a purpose might 30,0001. have been expended, than in 
tecl'uiting in Ireland for United States soldiers by Canadian councillors !" 

Public duty requiring my presence at Cobourg on the 19th instant, I took ad~antage of 
my vicinity to Mr. Robinson's settlement to visit it, and ascertain what truth, jf any, there 
was in the above statement; and I have ascertained, that out of the two thousand settlers 
brought out this year, one family only remained in Montreal; that while at Kingston they 
were tampered with, and many of them recommended to go to the United States, but not 
one did so; that while waiting at Cobourg until accommodations were provide~ for them 
north of the Rice Lake, two families embarked in a schooner and went to the United States, 
and one family returned to KinO"ston. It was known that those who went to the United 
States had relatives there. These~three families left Cobourg in September; and I take it 
for granted that the writer of the above article had no knowled~e of these facts? or he would 
have been more particular, and would have stated them. With these exceptl()ns, not one 
of the settlers has left Mr. Robinson since his arrivals at Quebec. 

'''hen it is considered that some of these settlers are mechanics, and all of them uttel" 
strangers to the forests of America; that the men and women could find employment and 
good wages every where between the settlement and the city of New York; it is only to 
be wondered at that many of thcm have not spread themselves over these provinces and 
the neighbouring states. This, ho~veve~, they have not done, n.or have I learned that they 
have done any other act, since thelf arrival amo~gst us! fo~ .whlch I, or any other country. 
man of theirs, need blush. They have been received With kindness by the very respectable 
gentry and other inhabitants residing in and around Cobourg; and to the good feelings and 
triendly disposition manifested by their countrymen in Cavan and Monaghan, the Rev. 
Mr. Crowly, a Roman Catholic clergyman, who recently visited them, bears ample testi· 
mony. 

I am a nati ve of that .part ofirelandwhence these settlers came; I speak their. own language, 
~nd have conversed With many of them, and I do assure those who feel an mterest in the 

\\"eUilft~ 
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we~ral'€' of these poor people, that they make a very just estimate of the circumstances in 
which the government has placed them, and are grateful in the highest degree for all that 
has been done for them. They are almost alT settled on their lots, and are making great 
egertions, some of them to an extent almost incredible. 

[,:,noplo any perso~ wish to give an answer to the Editor's question as to " how much more 
u~dllla purp05ie might 30,000 I. have been expended," I recommend him to visit these 
~'rt~le~sJ ~nd ,wi~ness their condition before he gives it. He may then also ascertain, for the 
~nformatlOn of .the ' Advocate' ami its Readers, how a Canadian Councillor discharges an 
lmportant public trust un?er circumstances of extraordinary and peculiar difficulty. To 
tbat.counclilor I, as an Iflshman, am grateful. Under his guidance, my countrymen are 
pt!?v!ng to all hone'st men in this province, that they are better deserving their favourable 
opl1llOn than such slauderers as the Editor of the' Colonial Advocate' would have the world 
believe. 

, . .I~~t him acquaint the Public who his informant was, upon whose information he assures 
h~s readers" dependence may be placed," or be taken to be the fabricator of the slander he 
bas published. 

"I leave it ~o those Editors in the province who love justice, and entertain no unworthy 
p~rfjudice against my countrymen, to republish this letter in their respective newspapers. . 

I am, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
James Fitzgibbo1l. 

To the Editor of the "Veeldy Register. 

Mr. Editor, Land Register Office, Port Hope, Dec. 13, 1825 . 
. SiJ",-0bserving a statement in the' Colonial Advocate,' asserting that the settlers brought 

out by the Hon. Peter Robinson, were rapidl'y deserting to the United States, I have it in 
my power to contradict the same. "Tithin a few days past, I have visited the township of 
Smith, &c. &c. and I find the Emigrants are for the greater part gone on their lands allotted 
to them, and the gentleman above mentioned pays every attention to their comfort. It 
cannot be otherwise than that amongst so great a number there should be some dissatisfied 
individuals. But if we cannot ourselves add to the prosperity of this fine country, let us 
not damp the energies of others. 

Your obedient servant, 
Thomas T. Orton. 

COpy of a Letter to the Rev. Mr. Crawly, a Roman Catholic Clergyman, from 
Mr. Stewart" a Magistrate, and a very respectable gentleman residing in the midst 
of the Irish Emigrants:-

Domo, January 20, 1820. 
Deai· Sir, I beg to transmit the following Statement; 

SOME days ago I perused a paragraph in the' Colonial Advocate' relating to Mr .Robinson'~ 
Emigrants, stating that 30 had left this in one night, and gone to the United States, and 
that the rest were inclined to go also; this I conceive to be entirely false and without foun. 
dation. I am here living in the very midst of them, from 20 to 30 passes my door almost 
every day; I visit the camp every week, and at all times I take an opportunity of conversing 
with them on their affairs. I have always found them satisfied and happy. Some of them 
have told me with tears in their eyes, that they never knew what happiness was until now. 
In general, they are making great exertions in clearing land, and the exertions have 
astonished many of the old settlers. I conceive that this is in general owing to the great 
care Mr. Robinson has shown in regard to their complaints, and studying their wants. Not 
one complaint has there been against them by any of the old settlers, and it is the general 
opinion, that where so large a body of people are brought together, none could conduct 
t~emselves better. When we heard of their coming among us, we did not like the idea,: 

. and immediately began to think it necessary to put bolts and bars on our doors and,windows;, 
all these fears have vanished. These fears I must acknowledge were in consequence of 
stories that were circulated before their arrival in this part, which have all turned out to be 
equally false ~it.h those of the' Coloniall\dvocate.' Mr. Robinson has also been par .. 
ticularly fortunate in his choice in the medical department, as the care, humanity, and 
great attention shown by Dr. Reade, could not be exceeded. I could say much more, but 
t~e fact will speak for itself. , 

Thomas Alex. Stewart. 
··To the Rev. Mr. Crowly. 

Letter from Mr. Robinson to Mr. Wilmot Horton, dated 15th March 1826. 

Sit, Upper Canada, York, 15th March 1826. 

l\1;y brQther has just put into my hands your letter of the 17th December last; and I 
~eg to express my regret, that you should at that period have been. \Vit.ho~t the information 
you so ,an~iously wish for. That you shoul.dhave had a commUOlcatlOll from any per~pf} 
. ~o4. . P P 2 representmg 

Correspond~ ~ll ) 
Emigration con .. · ~ ~ 
dueted under:. ", 
Mr. Robinson. 
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Corrapondence on . reJ>resenting the Emigration of thi~ year all disastrous, IS what I never contemplated; aod 
Emigration eon- I am sorry to find that * * " * shou~t1 have asserted that to be the fact, which he could 
dueted under tlnly have had from common r~port. ,., '" ,., " would then have learned, that the Emigrant. 
Mr. Robinson. " had not sufiefed more than lllight have been exp~cted; that a proper person had been 

appointed to receive them, and that every precaution had been taken to make them com
fortable; that they were ill a fair way of realizing in the fulJ~st manner, every expectation 
which could have been formed by you, or by those most mterested in the measure in 
Ireland; and that there was not the slightest ground, as there is not to this moment, for 
considering the Emigration of 1825, as disastrous in any sense of the word. 

The transports conveying the Emigrants from Cork to Quebec had remarkably short 
passages; and on my arrival at New York, after a voyage of fifty d~ys, I fou,nd they had all 
landed their passengers, and that about half the number had amved at Kmgston, where 
they were in tents. I lost no time in proceeding to Niagara; there I found Sir Pe~egrine 
Maitland" who acquainted me, that he had appointed C.olonel Burke, as deputy superin
tendent, and that he was at Kingston in charge of the party; aDd that Dr. Reade, the 
surgeon appointed to attend the setders, was at Prescott, for the purpose of forwarding such 
as remained behind. 

Every thillg hau been done for the comfort and health of the settlers that could be; and 
they were quite as well, or indeed better at Kingston, than they woold have been in the 
woods at that ~ea~on. 

Before I proceeded to Kingston, I went with a guide to explore th~ country allotted to 
the Emigrants, and to examine particularly the different rivers and roads by which they 
could be conveyed to it; and 1 wa~ pleased to find, that 1 had qriginally seleet~d the most 
eligible situation, and that we should be able to get our stores and provisions forwarded 
about half the distance by water. As soon as I had satisfied myself as to the quality and 
situ[ltion of the land set apart for the settlers, I joined the Emigrants at Kingston, baving 
spent six days in the woods. Here I found that many of them were suffering from fever 
and ague, and the weather continuing excessively hot, I did fear that we should have' lost 
more than we bave. 011 the 11 th August, I embarked 500 on board of a steam-boat, 
and l~nded them the next doy at Cobourg, on Lake Ontario, a distance of 120 miles, The 
remamder of the settlers were brought up in the same manner, the boat making a trip each 
week. Our ucxt route from Cobourg to Smith, at the head of the Otanubee river, (tbe 
place I had sekcted for the depot), lay through a country \"(;'ry thinly inhabited, the road 
leading from Lake Ontario to the carrying place to the Rice Lake hardly passable, and the 
Otanllbee river, by which we were to ascend, much lower than it had been known for many 
ye.~us. The filsl thing- I did was ttl repair tile road so that waggons might pass; and in 
thl5 work I rec('ived every as~islanee from the magistrates of the district, who gave me 50 Z. 
from their parish fuuds; this sum, together with the labour of our own people, enabled me 
in ten dap to improve it so much, that Our provisious and stores could be sent across with 
ease, ~nd even three large boats I had purchased were transported li'om Lake Ontario to 
the RI~e .LHkc T~e OtHllllbt'.e river is navigable for twenty-liltn' ~niles, although in many 
places It IS \'ery rapid; and thIS season there \Vas not water suffiCient to float a boat of the 
ordinary size loaded over some of the shoals. To surmount this difficulty, 1 had a bmlt 
constructed of such dimellsil)lls as I thought might best answer in tile rapids, and had her 
cOlllpleterl in eight days; so much depended on the success of this experiment, that I felt 
great ~nxiel'y. until the trial \\';j'i made, and 1 cannot express to you the happiness I fel,t, 
when It was found that nothing coulu more fully have answered our purpose; aud that thiS 
boat, sixty feet in length, carrying an immense burden, could be more easily worked against 
tbe stream, tball one of half its le-ngth carrying comparatively nothing. 

,Now th.at I had opened the way to the depot at the he~l~1 oft.he river, thele was no other 
difficulty III the lI'ay than that which arose from the pl'ev:lIll1lg Sickness, the ague and fever, , 
which at this tillle was ,b cotllmon among the old settlers as olll'selves . 

. The fi.l'st pany I aseended the rivcr with, consisted of twenty axemen of the country" and 
thirty 01 the healthiest of the Emigrants; of these not one man escaped the ague or lever 
and two of the number died. This circllillstance "affords abundant proof, that the settlers 
were III uch beller off' ellcam ped in the open coulltry,. during the greatest heat of the 
w~ather, where they were not only less liab.le to contract dls.ease, but were also exempt from 
belllg tormellted by the flies, which swarm III the woods dUring the summer months. 

_ T~e location of the Emigrants, by far the most trouble:,ome and labori~H15 part of the 
serVICe, ~as long slnee beel) completed, and I have. had <\ slll~lI I.og house built for each head, 
of a family 011 thtir respective lots, where tbey reside; and It gives me Illlleh pleasure to be 
enabled to a"sure you, that they are ?bedient and \~ell ~IJlldu~teu, and busily empJoyed)n 
prepan~g their land for a crop, Their lelia; to their fl'lends III I rel~nd" a packet ~f which 
I now Illclose, will abundantly pro\'e what 1 assert. .:\nu i shall turlJlsh )'OU With sucb 
evidence of the Hctual residence and industry of these people, as will fully sati&fy you that 
the experiment made in 1825, cannot in truth be caJled disastrous. I subjoin a return of 
the first seLllers, by which you wiil obserH', tbat the mortality has not exceeded the usual 
proportion for the number. Of 2,0~4, that embarked, 15 died at sea on their passage to 
Quebec, viz. two men, two women, and eleven children; and since their arrival, 87 persons, 
~'jz. 29 IDerl, 12 WOUlen, <Iod 46 i:h"ildren. Of the latter, many were mete infants of two. 

I ,or 
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or three days old. During the 6rst six months after I joined tbe Emigrants in Canada, Correspondence 
I was obliged to be so constantly with them, and to attend personally to I~cating them, and 011 Emigration eon
to the laying out and opening roads through the different townships, to /let in a supply uf dueted u~der 
provisions for them, that I could not as early as I wished, viSit th,~ Ewigrants settled in Mr. Robinson. 
1823, in the Bathurst district, 200 miles distant. These, however, I have just seen, and 
I have sent a proper person around with a list of the locations, tu ascertain the numher of 

-persons residing on their lots, the number of acres they had cleared, the quantity of grain 
they haye raised since their location, and the live stock in their possessiun. I am sure, from 
what I saw, that this return will prove satisfactory, and fully enable you to contradict the 
assert.ion, that half of the ~riginal number had gone away . 
• ' With regard to t,he caut~on i~ your l~tter to my brother, that I should personally super-
uUend the new Emigrants m thell' locatIOns, I have only to assure you, tbat from the com·' 
mencement of my appointment, I have always felt so much anxiety for the success of the 
measure, that I have not only devoted my whole time and thoughts to it, but that I have 
always been the foremost in exploring the country, and inexposing myself. That from the 
15th of J\ugust until February, I was constantly residing with the Emigrants In the woods, 
with no other shelter than canvas, for the greater part of the time. During the first three 
months, Col. Burke and most of my assistants were laid up with fever at Cobourg, and 
I had every thing to see to. The surgeon was obliged to remain there with the large~t 

Y
arty, and those who were engaged with me, had not even the advantage of medical advice. 
should not have mentioned my own services, but for the observation alluded to. And 

I trust, that the manner in which I was received, both by the settlers of 1823 and of 1825, 
must have shown his Excellency Sir P. Maitland and Bishop M'Donell, who latelyac
companied me to see the settlers, that this feeling would not have prevailed so generally, 
unless they had been kindly treated. , 

J have the honour to remain, Sir, your obedient humble servant, 

P. RobinsoTl. 

R. Wilmot HOTton, Esq. M. P. 
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N°. 

I 
2 

3 
4 
5 

6 

7 
8 

9 
10 
11 

12 
13 

14 
15· 
16 
17 

18 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
'27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
3 2 

33 
34 
35 
3 6 

37 
3 8 

39 
4 0 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
4 6 
47 
4 8 
49 
50 
51 

52 

53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 

RETURN OF IRISH El\IIGllANTS 

Settled in the DISTRICT OF BATHURST, in the Year 1823, showing the Births and Deaths from that period until the 
.c. pre~ent date; and also, the Number of Cattle and Hogs now in the Possession of each Head ofa Familv. together.with 

the Amount df Produce raised by each on their respective Farms. 

" !'" 

TOWNSHIP OF RAMSA Y.-March 14, 1826. 

Number Grain 
Number of raised 

Turnips. NAl\IES. Con. Lot. of Births. Deaths. Acres since their Potatoes. Cattle. Hogs. ll.EMABJCS. 
Family. cleared. Arrival. 

------- --- --- ----- --
Timothy Quinn - 4 4 5 1 1 child 8 30 60 20 4 4 
William Drake - 2 2 2 2 2 dO 12 150 500 150 6 4 
Cornelius Ryan - 4 2 single. - - 4 - - - - H .. s been at work at the~nal. 
Patrick Haly - - 9 2 6 - - 16 140 800 400 7 14 
William Gubbins 1 10 single. - - 1 - - - - - Working at the canal. 

Michael Cor~ery 8 10 '0 
{Thirty acres cleared, in. 

3 10 1 - 30 300 1,200 900 01 uding a beaver meadull' 
which he brusbed. 

Patrick Corkery - 3 10 single. - - 2 - - - - Resirlingand :-v~rkiDg Ivit~ his father. 
John Coghlin - 3 13 3 1 - 5 30 100 100 ~ 2 At work at Kin,ston. 
Timothy Sheehan 3 16 8 1 - 14 100 300 - 4 '2 
Patrick Nelligan 4 18 2 - - 4 45 40 - 1 -
James Ray - - 5 21 4 2 - 6 40 100 200 2 2 Sick for seven monti,s. 
Michael Riely - 5 20 single. - - 1 - - - 1 {ReSided and worked together until 

Brian Riely was killed by the fall Brien Hiely - - 5 20 3 - 1 8 60 200 300 1 of a tree. 
Daniel Regan - 5 19 7 - - 10 50 300 100 2 -
John Regan - - 5 19 single. - - '2 - - - 1 - Residing with his father. 
John Phelan - - 1 18 8 1 I 16 90 1,000 60 6 6 
George Dooly - 2 25 single. - - 4 - - - - - At work ou the Grand River. 
l\lartin Ryan - - I 2 2'2 9 1 - 2.:.) 250 600 700 10 12 r A grist and saw mill erede. 

L on this lot. 
Patrick Fol(>v - 2 '27 9 1 - 16 200 7 00 500 4 7 
Michael :W(;aurin 1 25 single. - - 6 40 150 200 1 -
Patrick Bourke - 3 23 3 - - ~ - - - 2 Has been at work 011 the canal. 
Michael Horan - 1 23 single. - - 6 10 20 30 - Ha~ been lot work at tbe canal. 
William Riordan 5 23 single. - - 5 50 100 - - -
Patrick Lynch - 3 8 '2 - - 12 80 lOG 150 5 -
David Ward - - 4 7 7 1 - 12 100 200 200 1 -
Timothy Hahilly 4 7 6 1 - 10 80 250 100 12 -
John Kenney - 5 7 4 1 1 10 100 400 500 6 8 
James Sheehan - 4 11 8 2 - 11 90 200 4 00 4 2 
Thomas Madden 6 6 6 - - 20 350 1,000 1,200 12 8 
John Young - - 10 1 11 - - 6 45 250 200 5 6 
Garratt Dulneage 11 5 6 1 - 6 100 200 50 6 7 
John Teskey, sen. 11 7 12 1 - 14 220 400 300 7 2 
Joseph Teske), - 4 10 single. - - 4 20 20 - - -

}Residing with their fatber. Hobert Teskey - 11 8 d" - - - - - - - -
John Teskev - - 11 7 dO - - - - - - - -
Matthew Tierney II 3 do - - - - - - - - Re'iding with J. Teskey. 
John Benson - - 10 7 7 1 - 7 70 300 200 2 '2 
Jeremiah l\Iadden 6 6 single. - - - - - - - - Residing witb bis father. 
John Curran- - 1I 13 7 1 1 10 16 150 80 3 '2 
John Thompson - 11 12 4 2 1 :; 30 200 100 3 2 
James Flynn - - 12 9 6 1 - 6 4 8 300 10 3 2 
Robert Armstrong 1'2 7 9 1 - 6 10 200 20 '2 4 
Daniel Ryan - - 8 7 7 1 - 10 50 400 300 6 2 
Timothy O'Brien 9 10 7 1 - 10 60 4 00 200 8 6 
John Mara - - 9 11 10 2 - 9 20 100 100 3 3 
Patrick Slattery - 8 17 6 1 - 8 24 600 60 2 2 

! Francis Jessop - 12 Lj. single. - - 5 5 150 50 - -
Tho' Stephenson 

! 

9 23 9 - 2 7 25 300 40 - -
Garratt Magie _ 10 27 11 2 - 11 110 800 20 3 5 
Gerard MagIe - 9 26 single. - - 4 - - - - - Residing with his fatber. 
Walter Stephenson 9 23 - - - - - - - - - Residing with his father. 

{TOOk a farm on sbam Ii 
William Hickey - 12 11 single. - - 3 70 - - 5 2 Brockville, bot is pOll 

upou bis land. 
l\Iaure Bristnahan 11 11 dO - - 3 ~ - - - Working a farm on shares near BrockYille. 
Denis Galvin 5 23 dO, - - 2 - - - Working on Ibares with another settler. 
Patrick Donoghue 2 18 dO - - 4 - - - Has been at work at the canal, and unoII' ,ick, William Barrv _ 11 15 6 ~ 1 3 10 40 10 At work at Brock,oille at his trade (tailor.) Denis Haly ~ _ 1 7 single. - - 2 - - - 1 I - I Residing with his fath«. Charles M'Carthy 7 8 2 - - 6 - - -- "'~r K;"T' ."0<'" '1"' ....... Total - __ ---- ------ ----

25 1 31 11 430 ~ 3,318 13,130 7,950 I 161 1~8 

-



N°. NAMES. 
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Con. Lot. 

I 

Number 
of 

Family. 

TOWNSHIP OF HUNTLY. 

Number Grain 

Birth~. Deatbs. of raised . 
Acres sillce their Potatoes. TurnIps. Cattle. Hogs. 

cleared. arrival. 

REMARKS. 

-I---~·--~ ---- - --- -__ ---1,----1--- ___ - _____________ _ 

1 John Meehan -
2 Michael Meehan 

"3' James White -
4 William White -
5 James Allen - -
6 William Walsh -
7 Daniel Bristnahart 
8 Timothy O'Brien' 
9 Patrick Mealy -

'10 Martin Mansel -
11 Laurence Mansel 
12 Richard Forrest -
13 Timothy Forrest 

.M ,.J!lm!!s For!€st -
15 Richard Forrest -
16 Charles Sullivan -
17 James Toughall -
18 William Leahy -
19 James Roche -
~o Geoffrey Donohue 
21 Michael Cronan -
22 John Gaghagan -

'fot;tl - - -

1 Cornelius Collins 
• .!! Richard Collins -

3 Thomas Coliins -
4 Daniel Collins -
5 James Buckly -
6 Daniel Buckly -
7 Denis Murphy -

~~ Pll.trick Murphy-
9 John Sullivan -

lO John Sullivan,jun. 
11 John Barry - -
12 Thomas Barry -
13 Richard Collins -
14 Roger Cuningham 
15.'-Michad White -

, Total - - -

1 JJohl'l Green,jun. 
~ George Green -
3 William Green -
-1- Denis Shanahan 

5 Thomas Boyle -
ti Hell'ry Boy Ie -

, Michael Gregg -

'8 William Gregg -
9 Henry Mahony -

10 John Mantle _ 
1 JaIIies Mantle -
2 John Dogherty _ 
's .Jo~{7reen, sen. 
4 Th<i!mas Green -
5 Busted Green -
,6 Timothy Kennedy 
:, G~rgeHanniver 
8 Timothy Clahane 
9 Denis Clahane -

Total - - -

10 

9 
10 

9 
10 

Jl 

10 
10 

11 
11 
10 
12 
11 

11 
12 
12 

11 
12 

9 
10 
10 

10 

18 4 
19 I single 
17 '5 
20 single 
19 6 
20 3 
20 7 , 
22 8 
21 single 
23 2 
27 single 
22 6 
21 single 
20 dO 
20 dO 

23 d" 
193 
7 7 

15 7 
15 6 
18 4 
17 3 

79 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 
2 

1 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

9 

10 

6 
6 

12 

4 
4 

12 

4~ 
4 
7 
6 
3 
2 
J 

35 

8.S 

30 
8 

22 

10 
80 

110 

30 

3 
40 
16 

350 

550 

220 

180 
200 

330 

40 

250 

1,000 

212 

40 

300 
60 

100 

TOWNSHIP OF GOULBURN. 

120 

100 

90 
100 

140 

30 

50 

500 

40 

40 

50 

40 

4 

.5 

4 
2 

4 
2 horses 

4 
5 

2 

8 
4 

47 

1 

- At work with his brother. 
2 

- At work with his fatMr. 

2 

6 

Cleared 8 acres'upon a bad lot. 
At work with a settler. 

At work with his brother. 

Cow and calf drowned. 

}
Both have been at work near Brock
vill~, but are now with their fatber. 
- ' Residing with his father. 
1 

5 

]~ 

At work at Perth. 

1 Both "ent to work, and are 
f IIOW sick near Brockville. 

and 2 horses. , • 

12 2 10 1 - 14 50 250 200 4 -
11 1 5 - - 9 30 60 20 .5 -
11 1 2 - - 4 30 50 - 2 -
12 1 single - - 3 20 50 - 2 -

12 1 3 - - 6 18 200 - 2 1 
12 3 single - - - - - - - -
10 3 5 - - 6 30 100 60 3 :3 
11 6 single - - .5 28 97 59 2 -

7 6 6 - - 1 3 4 0 400 - 4 -
7 7 single - - - - - - 1 -

6 6 6 - - 10 70 500 150 :3 3 
7 1 single - - 4 - - - 2 3 

12 2 do -- - - - - - - -
11 .5 7 1 - 7, 76 200 140 4 8 
11 3 9. - - 1.5! 100 400 200 5 9, 

- ---;- -2- --- ~I--';;-- 2,30-; ~I-;-I~ 

TOWNSHIP OF PAKENHAl\1. 

I 

Working with his brother. 

Working with hi. father. 

Worling with his father. 

Worki.flg with his father. 

7 21 4 .5 4 
.5 3 single 

60 20 1 

2 

Worked 9 months ncar Brockvi(le. 
Worked nearly I year at Brockville 

6 1 2 

8 24 3 

7 18 6 
6 25 single 

6 24 3 

6 25 5 
6 27 2 
7 23 6 
5 25 single 
7 23 6 
8 22 4 
9 21 single 
8 22 2 
.5 1 single 
!i '25 single 
7 3 6 
7 3 single 

1 

1 

1 

1 
] 

1 

1 
2 

1 

6 
5 

7 

6~ 
1 

8 
3 
6 

8 
4 
4 
7 
6 

8 
7f 

40 

14 

]5 
10 
22 

5 
20 

65 

100 

]00 

210 

220 

100 

110 

20 

20 

]50 

2 

7 
1 

3 

4 

2 

3 
4 
1 

4 
2 

{
w orked :",t year at the Ottav~, but 

is 1I0w on his land. 

~ I Residing with his brother. 
(Working (urlhe 'last year .. t hi, trade 
l (blacksmith.) 

1 I 
Workillg "t hi, trade (saddler.) 

1 He.idiug wilh hi. falller_ 

Worked out llt his'trade ( shoemaker.) 
- 1 \,'urL('J out at Brockville. 

Worked out at the Grand River. 

Residing with his brother. 

--- ---- --5-6 - ~ --2--;- --;;-1
1

,100 -.;86 -;6 --5-

PP4 



apPENDtx TO REFORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 

Number Number Grain 
rai.ed 

N° NAMES. COD. Lot. of Birtbs. Deatbs. nf Acres sincethei Potatoes. Turnips. Cattle. Hogi. RE14ABKS. 
FqmilY'I ___ cleared. Arrival. 

- I 

1 Timothy Mann - 12 23 7 
I 1 - 12 gl! 200 100 J 1 

2 David Dooland - 12 23 9 - - 14 100 400 50 4 1 

3 Edmund Dooland 12 24 single. - - - - - - 1 -
}Retiding witb his Falba 

4 John Dooland - 12 27 DO - - - - - - 1 -
----------------- ---------

I 
, 

Total - - - - 18 1 - 26 192 600 150 7 2 

I -

TOWNSHIP OF LANARK. 

I 
I 

1 Robert Shed - - 11 15 6 2 - 10 60 100 200 

I 
5 6 

TOWNSHIP OF BATHURST. 

1 Michael Nagle 

I 
5 ··1 

8 '2 - 8 100 400 I 100 7 6 

I 

SUMMARY. 

r 

\ 

------ , 
Number Number of Grain 

TOWNSHIPS. of Birth •• Deaths. Acre. raised since Putatoes. Turnips. CallIe. Horles. Hogs. 
Souls. 

I 
cleared. Arrival. 

------1------ ----
RAMSAY - - - - 25 1 31 11 430 i 3,318 13,130 7,950 101 - laS 

HUNTLY - - - - 79 15 7 lI6f 469 3,832 1,430 43 2 17 
, 

GOULBURN . - - 59 2 - 96 492 2,307 82~ 39 - 27 

PAKENHAM . - - 56 10 2 9.1 195 1,100 486 36 - 5 • . 
BECKWITH - - - 18 1 - 26 192 600 1.50 7 - '2 

LANARK - - - - 6 2 - 10 60 100 200 5 - 6 

BATHURST - - - 8 ~ I - 8 100 400 100 7 - 6 

-
Total - •• 4-77 63 I 20 I 778 4,826 21,469 t 1,145 2g8 2 '201 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. " 

LOCATIONS VACATED BY DEATH OR ABSENCE. 

NAMES. 

Patrick Donoghue 

Florence Carey 

Di"d in Ramsey in 18!23 

Drowned in August 182,5 

R.E MAR K S. 

Deaths. 

John French - - -1 
Bartholomew Murphy J Drowned at Kingston, Upper Canada, October 18:25 

John Delohary --

James M'Donnell - - Drowned in June 1825 

Edmond Buckly Died in Goulburn 

Patrick Leahy - Died in Huntly 

Total 

Absent without leave, but supposed to be in Canada. 

Patrick Ruckly 

Michael Donogan 

Christopher KElly 

Richard Barry. • 

James Barry 

John Barry· 

Patrick Ryan 

Patrick Fitzgerald 

Etimond Barry 

William Callaghan 

Timothy Courtenay 

John Noonan 

Total 

Supposed to have gone to tbe United States. 

Denis Sweeny - - - Nailer by trade 

James Brown Boy 

Thomas Hennessy -} 
Turners by trade 

Thomas Hennessy, jun. 

Jeremiah Mullane· - Labourer 

Michael Lynch 

John Ruby - • - -

James Magner - - -

Daniel Callaghan - -

l\Jillwright by trade 

Boy 

Labourer 

Ditto 

Total 
• 

Absent without leave, but at work in Canada. 

Patrick Keefe • 

Thomas Keefe 

William Brown 

Richard Wynne 

John O'Brien -

Thomas O'Brien 

Patrick Dahill • 

- ~} Rafting on the St. Laurence -

Boatman on - - • dO -

Carpenter, working at Perth 

Tradesman, at 'I/ork in Montreal 

At work with a farmer in the country 
DO_. __ do··--do 

Carried forward 

+ Q'l 

- r 

l 

~93 . 

N° f TOTAL. 

I' 

I 

I 

-----
7 

12 

9 

-----



APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 

LOCATIONS VACATED BY DEATH OR ABSENCE: 
~ 

NAMES. REM ARK S. N° 

Brought forward - - - . 7 
Absent without leave, but at work in Canada-continued. 

Edmond Barry - . Baker, at Kingston in Upper Canada - - - - - - 1 

Michael Regan - . Labourer, at work in the country - - - . - - - 1 

Patrick Sullivan - - DO ___ dO - - in Montreal . . - - . - - 1 

Denis Daly . . - Mason, at Perth - - - - - - - - - - 1 

John Leahy - . - Settled in the district of Newcastle . - - - - - 1 

Cornelius Roche - - Blacksmith, in Montreal . - - - - - - - 1 

Timothy Toomey - - Rafting on the St. Lawrence - - - - - - - J 

Anniver Cusick - - .-\.t work in the country, but will return to his land - - - - 1 

James Seyward - - Shoemaker, at Perth . - - - - - - - - 1 

Jeremiah Cronin - - DO - - - de - . - - - - . - - - 1 

James Mard - - - l\Iason, at work on the Rideau - - - - - - - 1 

Patrick Hoare - - - Labourer, dO • in the country - - - - - - - 1 

Michael Crotty - - uo . _ dO ___ dO - - - - - - - - J 

George Hourahan - - DO __ dO _ _ • dO - - - - - - - . 1 

John Carthy - - - DO - - dO • at Richmond - - - - - - - I 

John Finn . - - - Do _ • dO • 1"""\ - - - - . - - - J - In ...,ouro 

Cornelius Donovan - Sawyer, at Perth - - - - - - - - - 1 

James Scandian - - At work near Prescott - - - - - - - - 1 

John Sullivan - - - Schoolmaster in the country - - - - - - - 1 

Patrick Lonergan - - At work at the Canal - - - - - - - - . 1 

Cornelius Buckly . - Has been absent, but is now returned to his land - - - . 1 

l\1ichael Sullivan - - Carpenter, at Perth - - - . - - . - - 1 

James M'Grath - - Labourer, at work in the country - - - - - - - 1 

Luke M'Grath - . - DO _ _ • do _ _ - du - - - - . - - - 1 

William Fitzgerald - Shoemaker, dO - - • dO . . - - - - - - 1 

Total - - - - -----
Hobert Smithwick - - Returned to Ireland - - - - - - - - - - -

Total Locations vacated - - - . . 
J 

GENERAL SUMMARY. 

N' TOTAL. 

'rOTA L Number of Irish Emigrants located in the District of Bathurst in 

1823, under the Superintendence of Peter Robinson, Esq. 

Heads of families -

Present State of the Settlement, as per foregoing Returns; viz. 

Heads of families now living on their lands, as pe~ Return, N° 1 - - 120 

Loeations vacated by deaths - - - - - - - 8 

DOC;n:d-a dO - -_ abse~ce w:thout_lea ve~ but _!lupp~3€d t~ be i~} 12 

DO - _ - dO - - gone to the United States - - - 9 
DO ___ dU 

DO ___ dO 
but at work in Canada 

rl.'turned to Ireland 
32 

1 

1-----
182 HI2 

P. RfJbill5UII. 

=-- - • 

TOTAL. 

29 

32 

1 

62 
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DISTRIBUTION State of the Irish Emigrants sent to Upper Canada in the Summer of 18!l5, under the Superintendence of Mr. Peter Robinson . 

DISTRIBUTION. l\Iell. Women. Children. 

- Located in the Newcastle district 4 621 512 745 

Located in the Bathurst district 15 15 25 

Met with friends at Quebec and remained there 2 

.. 
Met with friends at Montreal and remained} 
th~ _ _ 

Remained at Kingston -
: G I _ " 

Absent at Colony without leave, and supposed} 
to have gone to the United States - _ '2 

Died at sea on passage to Canada .. 2 2 11 

Died since arrival in Canada - 29 12 46 

JOINED IN CANADA.· 
Gencral 

Total. 
r I , 

1,878 

Heads of Familics with whom 
these People were found. " 

Pat. Clancy 

Mell. 

55 I! n. Driscoll 

2 John Serjeallt ' 

26 Michael Leahy 

'2 
Henry Gardiner 

-I 2 

John Lancaster 

4 

15 

Denis Shu nahan 

Jer. M'Carthy -
-, 

87 

Women. Children. REMARKS. 

Brother to Pat. 

Twin son to B. Driscoll. 

Brother-in-law to J. S. 

SOilS to :\1. Leahy. 

-----,-----,------,------ Pat. Twomey - ---,'-Total 680 

Embarked at Cove 

Joined in Canada -* 

Born and now in the Diitrict of Newcastle 

York, {T pper Canada, } 
15th March 18l6. 

Total 

54 8 

-

- - -

84 1 2,069 

2,02 4 

12 

33 

2,069 

Michael Dahel -
I -,--
I -6 5 1 

i 

The ahove persons were not included in the returns sent to the Colonial Office, with 
the exception of Michael Leahy's two sons; they had managed to get on board after the 
settlers had been mustered. On my taking charge of the Emigrants at Kingston, 
I found they had been considered as settlers up to that period, and from their being 
related to the other settlrrs I thought it best to continue them. 

P. Robinson. 
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294 APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 

Appendix, N° 5. 

LETTERS from Comptroller of the Navy, &c. on the rate of Contract for carrying 
Emigrants from Ireland to Quebec. 

SIR BYAM MARTIN presents his compliments to Mr. Wilmot Horton; and in reference 
to that part of his letter of the 15th instant, which alludes to Em.grants from Ireland being 
conveyed to Qu.ebec at a cheaper. rate by pl:ivate contract than has been performed by the 
Navy Board, Sir Byam agrees with Mr. WIlmot Horton, that probably that might be the 
case, provided the contractor was allowed to put on board as many persons as he pleased, 
and to victual them with inferior provisions; but Sir Byam has to remark, that last year 
when Mr. Astle, a ship-broker ~l'Om Ireland, was here, and the necessary information was 
given to him, as to the manner in which the Emigrants were to be conveyed and victualled, 
he declined to ofrer terms for the performance (If the service on the day when tenders were 
publicly to be received by the Board for their conveyance. 

Navy Office, 17 March 1826. 

(Copy.) Navy Office, 17th March, 1826. 
Sir, 

IN return to your letter of the 12 th instant, requesting to be furnished with any infor
mation which it may be in our power to afford, relative to the increase in the expense of 
conveying Emigrants from Ireland to Quebec in the last year, as compared with the expense 
of conveying the Emigrants which were provided with similar accommodation in the year 
1823, we transmit herewith, for the information of Earl Bathurst, a statement showing the 
difference in the rates per head, at which the settlers were conveyed from Ireland to Quebec 
in the years 1823 and 1825, bein~ in the latter year an increased expense of sixteen shillings 
and ten-pence only per bead, instead of twenty-two shillings, as stated in your letter. 

It will be observecl, that the increase is upon the freight, which we obtain by public 
competition, and is of course subject to all the fluctuations of the trade of the country, and 
as the demand for shipping was greater last year than in 1823, the freight was naturally 
higher. "T e are, &c. 

(signed) 

To R. J. W. Horton, Esq. &c. &c. &c. 

Rt Seppillg. 
H. Legge. 
R. G. Middleton. 

The Difference in the Rlltes per Head, at which Settlers were conHlyed from Ireland to Quebec, 

In the Years 1823 and 1825, arises as under-mentioned, viz. 

-
Amount, per Head, Amount, per Head, 

YEARS. for 

Freight. 

£. i. rI. 

In the Year IS~3 1 11 11 

In the Year 18~5 2 9 8 

Na\'y Office, Transport Department, 
14th March 18:26. 

for 
Provisions and 

Mediciue •. 

£. s. d. 

3 1 2 

:3 1 8 

Amount, per Head, 
for Fitting, Total Rate 

Surgeon's Pay, per 
and 

other Expen>€s. Head. 

• 
£. s. d. £. s. d. 

2 4 11 6 18 -

2 3 6 7 14 10 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED K[NGDOM. 

Appendix, No.6. 

LETTER from Agent of the Passengers Office at Liverpool, on the Charge of conveying 
Emigrants trom that Town to America. 

Sir, 
Passengers Office, Liverpool, 4th May 1826. 

, PERCEIVING that there is a Committee of the House of Commons now deliberating on 
the expediency of transferring the overplus population of Ireland to Canada, I take the Iiherty 
of stating, that in the spring of 1823, in consequence of the numerous impositions to which 
emigrants embarking at this port were subjected, I was appointed by the AllIel ican 
Chamber of Commerce here, the agent of the "Passengers' Officf'," estabiished by 
them, and have ever since been employed in procuring passages, and in making the 
needful arrangements for emigrants proceeding from Liverpool to the United Stalts and 
British America; and from the experience I have had in these matters, I flatter myself that 
I should be able to conduct such operations to the satisfaction of all parties, and on very 
economical terms. 

Many vessels s~il from t~is port .for quebec, &~. during the spring a,nd slimmer of every 
year, and there bemg very lade freight In proportion to the number of vessels, they might 
be chartered here, to take passeng~rs from a port in [reland to Quebec, on very moderate 
terms, generally about 21 s. per register ton. 

I have, during the last three years, engaged passages for Quebec from this port as low as 
'J I. 10 s. and 2 I. each, and within this month past siugle pas~engers have been taken for 
3 /. the owners of the vessel paying out of that sum the expense (If births, water, water 
casks and fuel. Under faithful and prudent snperilltendence, the expense of filting out 
a vessel tor passengers at this port will be very moderate, the articles needful for thal pur
pose being constantly on sale, and obtainable at whole»ale prices, 

I take the liberty of stating the details of these expenses, in the annexed Estimate; and
should the decision of the Committf:e of the Honse of Commons be favourable to the 
measure, and should my services in the superintendence of the arrangements of elll barka
tion, &c. be thought desirable, I shall be happy ~':' receive alld to attend to a,n), CUllllllllni
cation you Ulay be pleased to make to me; and It my personal atlendance III LUlIliuu, to 
give further information, should be required, I hold myself in readiness to render it. 

Craving reference, with respect to character and ability, to the annexed priuted rll't;ct' Cl' 
my appointment by the American Chamber of Commerce, and referring tor tbe sallJe pur
pose to Messrs Cropper, Benson &. Co. and to Mr. Ed. Cearns, jun. merchants bere, to \ 
whom I am personally known. 

I have the honour to be, very respectfully, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

To R. J. Wilmot Horton, Esq. M.P. 
&.c. &.c. &.c. 

W. S. Fitz Hugh. 

ESTIM ATE of the Expenses of a Vessel, to be chartered at Liverpool, to carry P&.lsengers 
, from a Port m Ireland to Quebec. 

A vessel of 300 tons will have accommodation for at least 200 passengers, according to 
the usual proportion of children, i. e. about 109 adults, 40 children under 14 years, and 
501 children under seven years. 

Such a vessel may be chartered for 218. per register ton - -
Cost of timber for and of building the births for that number 
Water casks and water 

Average, 21. 1 s. per head - - £,410 - -

Beds and bedding, viz. mattress, blankels and coverlet, for the 
whole, will cost 100 

-----
£. 510 -

Provisions for the voyage, \Vh~n fu~nished, by the passengers themselves, seldom cost 
more than 305. a head, and consist chiefly of oatmeal, pot~t,oes, bacOl~1 eggs, bU,uer and 
molasses; but if to be provided for them, it would be reqUISIte to lay 111 a suffiCiency of 
biscuit and meat, including which the cost per head would not exceed 2/. 

It is presumed, that a surgeon belongin,g to His Majesty's, navY,woul~ be e~ployed; that 
expense and the cost of medicines, which would be tnfilllg, IS omitted 10 the ,\bove 
estimate. w. S. lit~ Ilugh, 

Qq::! 
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American Chamber of Commerce. 

I AM directed to send you the subjoined R:eport and Resolutions, and to request your 
co-operation in carrying the objects proposed 1010 effect. 

Exchange Alley, 21st February 1823. Ceo. Orred, Secretary. 

Report of a Committee of the American Chamber of Commerce, appointed at a General 
Meeting, held at the office of the Secret3.r.r on the l~Lh of August 1822, and to whum 
it was referred to report upon. the ImpOSItions pra~tlsed upon E~igrants resorting to 
the port of Liverpool~ For t~e purpose of. embarklO~ for the United States ~nd else-
\V here, and a PropOSitIOn tor the establishment ot a Passenger Brokers Office, in 
Liverpool. 

The attention of the merchants composing the "American Chamber of Commerce, and of 
others interested in foreign trade, has bl'en drawn of late to the iniquitous practices of 
a number of persons styling themselves passenger brokers, or men who make it their business 
to procure accommodations for individuals emigrating to the United Stall'S, British America, 
s.c. and which practices are . in their effects so oppo~e~ to the _ advanta~e ?f Ihe I'migrant, 
and of the merchant and sillp-owner, as well as at vanance With the prlJlclple~ of common 
honesty, as to call for prompt exertion to connteract their operation, and to substitute, so 
far as it may be practicable, some other mode of an equitable nature fOi all the partie,· 
concerned. 

The practices alluded to, and their consequences, though generally notorious, may be 
illustrated by the following examples:- . 

Some time since, an American vessel, tbe Caledonia, was about to proceed from this port 
to New York, and the captain was induced to pnter into an agreement with two passenger 
brokers, that they should find, and he would reccil·e, as many steerage passengers as the law· 
allowed his vessel to take, at a certain fixed rate, they being free to make thei. own terms
with the passengers. A t the time the Caledonia was ready for sea, the tide surveyor, ill 
the discharge of his duty, compared the muster roll with the passengers on board, when_ 
tbere appeared many more than the law allowed the ship to carry, of which the surplus 
nUlllber, from the statute being imperative, were turned 011 &hore, although the whole had 
paid the brokers the stipulated price for their passage, in many instances with the last of 
their small pittance. The unhappy individuals applied to the consignee for redress, and he 
to the brokers, who it appeared had, II ith a view to a profitable speculation, and in defiance 
of the laws, engaged thi" excess of numbers for the Caledonia, without the knowledge of 
the captain, giving the most distinct as"urances to each person ufthe security of bis passage, 
with the hope that the I'essel might quit the port previous to'discovery. The application 
for a return of passage money was refused by the brokers, and the consignee, pursuing the 
only alternative, alTt'~ted them. In the issue, after much expense, only a part of the money. 
was recovered, and the consignee remained a considerable loser, as he had retl.!rued the 
passage money immediately to the parties, to enable them to provide other mean~ of pro~ 
ceeding on their voyage. 

In another instance, some passenger brokers had, by false and interested representation" 
induced a party of hu::.balldmen to engage their passages. by a s.hip bound to Virginia, tbeir 
real destination being the neigbourhood of Boston. Their ignorance made them the dupes 
of the characters allucled to, who had engaged to supply a vessel bound· to Virgiuia with 
a cdwin number of passengers, and in order to secure this party, had deceived them by 
erroneous statements of the geography of the. country; [Jor was it without difficully that 
a respectable merchant, who interfered at the t.ime, -could~ even by demonstration frOID 
maps and by other means, undeceive them and prevent their suffering by the intended fraud. 

Indeed it might be shown, that emio-rants have been actually induced to proceed to partS 
distant from that of their destination, Ly one or two thousand miles, under a belief that they· 
were in the most direct road to the places of their intended settlements; nor does the evil 
stop here, f~r the emigrant is exposed to extortion on every haud, in the shape of charges 
t:or making out entries, taking charge of luggage, pa~sing his nam~ ~t the cust~m-ho~lse, 
frequently nnder the statement that he is of a tradewlllcb, by the eXlstlng law" disqualifies 
him from going abroad, and that the broker has to provide another person to pass the exa
mination for him, (a prnctice not of unfrequent occurrence, though requiring a false oath), 
anJI for which service, whether real or imaginary, a high compensation is required, aud thus 
the emigranJ i~ reality often pays more for his pass~lge than he would,. were he to make his 
ar.rangement with the merchallt, independent o~ tl~ese men. By so domg he would b~ able, 
,,-!thout a greater expense, to pay a IlIgher rate for lI1creas~d accumu;oda~lOn, and an effectual 
check would be given to the irij l,ry which the character ot a vessel un~vOldably sustains, from 
!11e system of imposition pl<lctlsed by the passenger bruker~ to suit their own immediate 
lIlteres.3. 

It may not be out of place to mention here, that the legislature watches this branch of 
trade with a jealous eye, and that duri~g. the last session <;,f parliament, a bill Was under 
preparatiolJ, having in view such n:stnctlons 0:1 the cal r:, Hlg of passengers :I, would, if 
enforced,. almost havt put un end to that part IiIf the busine,s of this port, so far at least liS 

regards any profit (alr~a?y very s!llall) to the ship-o.wn~r, or a moderate rate of conveyance 
1t1 tbt: e:migrant; and it IS to be feared, that that bIll IS rather postponed than abandoned, 

.0 
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lIo.that if any cases of cruelty or injustice to passengers should be brought before the legis
~ture, it may be revived, and, with the view of humane interference, passed into a law. 

It remains to be seen, if any suitable remedy for the abuses adverted to, can be provided, 
which will not compromise the interest of either the emigrant or the ship-owner, whilst it may 
)'ender that particular business more amenable to the laws of integrity and justice. 

: The plan suggested, as most likely to promote those ends, is the establishment of an office, 
under the sanction of the merchants genernlly interested in the trade, at which all persons 
seeking a passage across the Atlantic, may, without expense, receive the requisite informa
tion on their arrival in the town; the appointment of a competent agent for its manage
ment, whose remuneration will be derived from such a per centage on the amount of passage 
money as may appear fair and reasonable; the publication of the existence of such an 
estllblishment throughout the country as universally as possible, and the support obtained 
of all the ship-owners, merchants and captains, engaged in the American trade . . , 

At a Meeting of the Members of the American Chamber of Commerce, held atthe Office 
of the Secretary, on the 18th of February 1823, to receive the Report of the Com
mittee, to whom it wu!> referred to report upon the Impositions practised upon 
Emigrants resorting to Liverpool for the purpose of embarking for the United States 
and elsewhere, and a Proposition for the Establishment of a Passenger Broker's Office 
in Liverpool;-

1t was Resolved,-That the Report be accepted and confirmed; and, in pursuance, that 
it is expedient to establish an office, where all persons seeking passage to foreign countries 
may receive, gratis, information as to ships, and as to the ports nearest to their ultimate 
destination. 

That such office be conducted by a suitable person, under regulations to be framed by 
a special committee of this chamber; and to be submitted for approval to the merchants and 
others inter~sted in foreign trade . 

. . And that a copy hereof, with the Report prefixed, be printed, and distributed to the 
merchants, ship-owners, ship-brokers, alld masters of vessels in this port, in order to secure 
their co-operation in carrying into effect the object proposed. 

The office opened in pursuance of the above resolutions, is at N° 4, Cooper's Row, near 
the Custom House .. 

Liverpool, 1St May J 823. 
nATES or PASSAGE. 

CABIN. ST EERAGE. 

DESTINATION. 
Ship to find Passengers to find Ship to find Passengers to find 
Provision •. Provisions. Provisiuns. Provisions. 

• 

Boston 25 a' 30 Gs. 

1 

~~ d 60S -""''''v-,; £.5 a' 6 - - - - ta C,,) C ta 0 g~.5~co 
New York - - - - 25 a' 35 - ~~:a '"'~ iii o ~ -n'..c 1-0 - 4 10 a' 7 
Philadelphia '25 a' 35 - p.. ... ~ ~ Vi 5 '"C.:2 t . .,9 

- 5 5 a' 7 - - - .".S c.:::: ~~ !.!.~ ~f~. ~ 
13altimore, and the Ports in the 1 '; E ~ -= :> 

Chesapeak - - -f 25 a' 35 - r"]" _.:l,.Vl "'C 5 a' 6 G,. 
~-;:I ES..", 0 

Charlestown - - - 30 a' 35 - ~C.5~~: (.I:a ~ ~.., ....; 6 a' 8 .. 
c ~.- 0 '$ -

Savannah - - - - 30 a' 35 - Jj~~.-4!l~ ~ :l ~ -=] 0 6 a' 8 -~~t~(U-
New Orleans . - - 30 a' 35 - ~.S 5 .;~ ~ ~ ~ ~S 6 a' 8 -,.:::::..0 .... ..,.., 

Quebec, New Brullswick, and) 
. :::r Part~ of ~ritish_ Arne:J 25 a' 30 - - - - - - - 3 a' 5 -

West.India Islands, Demerara,l 30 a' 40 - - - - 12 a 15 Gs. 8 a' 10 -
Berbice, &c. - - -J 

Havannah - - - - 30 a' 40 - - - - 15 a' 20 - 10 a' 15 -
Jamaica - - · · 30 a' 40 - . - - 15 a' 20 - 10 a' 15 -
Vera Cruz, other Ports in the} 

a' ~o a' Gulph of Mexico, and on. the 30 a' 40 - - - - 15 - 10 15 -
Spanish Main - - -

15 a' a' Brazils - - - - 30 a' 40 - - - - 20 - 10 15 -
0porto - - · · 10 a' 12 - - - - 5 a 7 - 5 Guineas. 
Lisbon - - - - 10 a' 12 - - - - 5 a 7 - 5 -
Gibraltar . - - - 12 a: 15 - - - - 5 a 7 - 5 -
Genoa, Leghorn,. Naples, or 1 a' 20 8 a 

, 
10 - 8 

Sicily -f 15 - - - - -- - -
Cape of Good Hope - - 50 Guineas. - - - 2.5 Guineas. 20 -
Madras - - · - 100 - - - - 50 - 35 -
Bombay - - - · 100 - - - - 50 - 35 -
Calcutta . - - - 110 a 115- - - - 55 a' 60 - 40 -
Van Dieman's Land} 80 a' go - - - -

I 
40 a' 45 - 30 -New Sou,th Wales - - · 

N~. -

:r.s 
N. B.-Children under age are usually taken at half price. 

Qq3 
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I am directed to send to you the subjoined 
tion in carrying the same into effect. 

~merican Chamber of Commetce. 
ResolutIons, and to request your co-opera...: 

Exchange Alley, 25th April, 1823' Geo. Orred, Secretary. . 

At a Meeting of the Members of the American Chamber of Commerce, held at the' 
Office of the Secretar.y, on the ,18th of February 1823, to receive the Report of the 
Committee, to whom it was rderred to report upon the Impositions practised upon 
Emigrants resorting to Liverpool, for the purpose of embarking for the United States' 
and elsewhere, and a Proposition for the establishment of a Passenger Broker's 
Office in Liverpool;-

It was Resolved,-That the Report be accepted and confirmed, and in pursuance tha~ 
it is expedient t~ es~ablish a~ office, wh~re all persons seeking passage to foreig~ cou~triesw 
may receive gratis, mformauon as to shIps, and as to the ports nearest to their ultimate 
destination. 

That such o~ce be. c~nducted by a suitable perso?, under regulations t6 be framed by 
a spel'l:ll commIttee of thiS chamber, and to be subnutted for approval to the merchants and 
others interested in foreign trade. 

At a General Meetin.; of the Members uf the American Cham bel' of Commerce, heJd 
at the Office of the Secretary" on the lO,lh of A rril, 1823" for the pureose of carry
inrY into effect the Resolutluns of thIS ASSociation, ot the 18th february last 
re~pecting the Impositions practised on Emigrants to the United States of America: 
&c.;-

It was Resolved,-That in order to carry into effect the Resolutions of the 18th of 
February last, an uHice be imnwdiately established, under the sanction of this Chamber, 
and that Mr. "'T. S. l'itz Hugh be appointed as the Agent for conducting that establish
ment, now and so long as he may give satisfaction in the discharge of the duties committed 
to his trust. 

That l\1r. Fitz H ugh shall be allowed to charge, as a remuneration for his services, a com
missinn of five per cent on the amoullt of all steerage-passage money received, to be paid 
by the ship, and one shilling and sixpence for each entry ot luggage; this expense to be, 
paid by the passengers, who shall be freed from any other charges whatever, 

That ill order to superintend the general arrangements and mode of conducting this 
office, the foJlo\Vin~ Committee be appointed, who shall have power to give such directions 
as may appear expedient, for better securing the ends proposed, and for correcting any' 
aUll~t:s ,yhich may arise, viz. 

The Pre~ident for the time being, 
Jlr. W. Brown, ill,.. Joh" Cropper; 
flIr. King, and JJir. Cearlls. 

That :,uch Committee sball cause tbe circulation uf the~e Resolutions as extensively us 
l'0"i ble, with lite requisite information where passengers may apply for information, with-, 
out any expense, on their arrival in Liverpool. 

Appendix, NO.7. 

EXTRACTS from ADDRESSES to Sir P. MAITLAND. 

Extract from an ~ddress to Sir Peregrine Ma!tland, K. C. B. Lieutenant Gov~rnor of 
the Province of Upper Canada, by the MagIstrates, Clergy, and other Inhabitants of 
the County of Northumberland, in the District of Newcastle. 

" 'VE, the ma!!:istrales clel''''Y and other inhabitants of the county of Northumberland, 
.:II ,~ , ' 

in the district of Newcastle, beO' leave most respectfully to express to YOUI' Excellency our. 
bigh sense of the honour conf~rcd on this district by your present visit. 

" Your Excellency's intention of visiting the settlements which have been recently 
formed in the northern townships manifests the interest you are pleased to take in the pros-
perity of the province. ' 

" 'Ye avail ourselves of this opportilOit.y; to aSsure 'yo~r ~xcellency of ,our gratitude 
to the government of the mother country, lar the generosIty It has ever cVlOced towards 
this colony, and particularly for promoting th~ emi"'ration of muny useful ~uropean 
~ettlers to our district, under the superintendence of the Hon. Peter Robinson. "Ve cannot 
refrain from bearing testimony to the good conduct of those ~ettlers during- their residence~ 
at Cobourg, \\'hich was of l>ufiicient length to enable us to estImate their general character,' 
and 10 warrant an e.xpectation of their i,>ecolllmg a valuable acquisition to the province. 

" \\Ce trust that the gracious aud generolls feelin~ whicb supplied the means for that" 
emigration may be cherished, till the beautiful and extensive tracts of unoccupied land shaH 
be filled with an industrious and loyal population." 

H To 
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To his Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland, K. C. B. Lieutenant Governor of the Province 
of Upper Canada, and Major General commanding the Forces therein, &.c. &.c. Extracts from Ad-

R . . dresses to Goveror 
" WE, the Irish emigrants, recently brought out by Colonel oblllson to thIs country, of U er Canada. 

feel grateful to our gracious good King, and to His Majesty's worthy good and humane PP 
government, for all they have, and, we hope, yet intend to do for us . 

. 'c We also are well pleased, and entertain the best wishes for Our worthy chief, Mr. 
Ro~inson,. for all he h.as ~one for llS; and we are fully sensible that his fine and humane 
feelmgs will not permit 111m to leave any thing undone that may forward our welfare. 

" Please your. Excellency, we are totally at a loss for words adequate to express the 
thanks and gratitude we owe Doctor Reed, for his active, skilful aed unremitting care, 
&c. ~c. of us. We are likewise thankful to, and well pleased with the officers placed 
flyer us. 

" Please your Excellency, we agree very well, and are pleased with the proceedings of 
the old settlers amongst us, as it is the interest of us all to do the same. And should an 
enemy have the presumption ever to invade this portion of His Majesty's dominions, your 
Excellency shall find that we, when calJeu upon to face and expel the common foe, will to 
a man follow our brave commanders; not an Irish soul shall stay behind; and if we have 
no bette! weapons in our hanus, mow them down with our Irish shillelahs. 

" Please your Excelh'Ocy, we labour under a heavy grievance, which we confidently hope 
your Excellency will redress, and then we will be completely happy, viz. the want of good 
clergymen, to administer to us the comforts of our holy religion, and good schoolmasters to 
instruct our children. ' 

" We now beg leave to retire, wishing your Excellency long life, good health, and 
every success. " God save the King." 

" To His Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland, K. C. B. Lieutenant Governor of the 
IJrovince of Upper Canada, and Major General commanding His fllajesty's Forces 
therein, &c. &c. 

WE, the magistrates, clergy, and other inhabitants of the town of Kingston, most 
l'espectfully beg leave to express the sense we entertain of the deep interest which your 
Excellency has always taken in the improvement and welfare of the province; and which 
is in a particular manner evinced by the occasion of your Excellency's present visit to the 
newly settled townships in the district of Bathurst and Newcastle. 

" The recent emigration from Europe, under the support and encouragement of H iloi 
Majesty's ministers, calls for our acknowledgements, as a most gratifying proof of the 
steadfast anxiety which that bounteous and beneiicent government has ever manifested in 
cherishing the interests of this favoured colony; and we hail it as the first fruits of a system, 
which, while it may relieve the United Kingdom of a redundant population, will at the 
same time, transform our solitary wastes into fruitful fields, and accelerate our progress itl 
the road to prosperity and political importance." 

" To His Excellency Major General Sir Peregrine Maitland, K. C. B. Lieutenant 
Governor of the Province of Upper Canada. 

" May it please your Excellency, 

" WE, His Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the magistrates and other inhabitants 
of the town of Perth and its vicinity, respectfully beg leave to approach .vour Excellency, 
to offer our congratulations on your arrival in this remote part of the province. 

" Since your Excellency's last "isit to this district, the population has nearly doubled; 
!lndwe are happy in being able to bear te?til11Ol?y to, the orderly and industrious character 
of all classes of the settlers sent here by HIS Majesty s government. ., 

. "The causes which at a particular period produced a de§;ree of public ferment and 
alarm, were removed, when a few disorderly and idle persons left this part of the country. 
We hope your Excellency's time and convenience may permit you to visit different parts 
of the settlement, that your own observation may confirm our statements in favour of the 
,~n.dustry of almost every individual settler, whether disbanded soldier or emigrant. 

t . " On the present occasion, we cannot forbear informing your Excellency, that notwith,. 
standing the many difficulties which retard the prosperity of the people of this inland section 
of the country, and the consequent depreciated value of all kinds of agricultural produce~ 
they feel the most entire confidence and satisfaclion in all the measures pursued by His 
Majesty's government for the benefit of the country generally, and the liveliest gratitude 
for. tneinterest: which is manifested towards the part which they inhabit in part·icular.: 

,~W e feel ourselves proud in being able to assure your Excellency at this time, of the 
'most unshaken loyalty of the people of the Bathurst district, and of their perfect collte'nt
!nJent with your Excellency'S administration of the rrovi,ncial ~overnmen.t; that. YOllr 
'E'xcellencymay long enjoy health and every other blesslllg IS our slllcere deSire. 

4.04. Q ~ 4 ·Extract 
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Extract of an .Addre~s from. the Inhabitants of the Distric~ of Ottawa, to Major General 
Sir Peregrine Maltlaud, LIeutenant Governor of the ProvInce of Upper Canada, &.c. 

U IN surveying the magnificent tract of ~ount~y which surrounds y.our Excellency, some 
regret must undoubtedly ~e felt, at the con~lderatlOn ~hat so much fertile land should remain 
as yet u~te.nanted a?d unrmproved; but thl~ r~gret ,~JlI, we are sure,. b~ am.ply balanced by 
the gratl(p~g cer.tmnty, that the Ottawa dIstrict, thml.y p~ople~ as It IS, Jlelds to no other 
in the provmce 111 the loyalty an? p~aceable.ness of ItS IIlhabltaots, or the proportionate 
extent of capital and industry whICh It contams. And funher, we are confident that the 
statute commonly called the" Absentee La~d Tax. Bill,", and which of itself l'ntitles the 
administration of your Excellency to the las~lll~ g~~tltude of the province, will effect a most 
pleasing change in the appearance of the dlstnct. 

Extract of an Address from the Magistrates, Clergy, and other Inhabitants of the 
Eastern District, to his Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland, Lieutenant Governor of 
the Province of Upper Canada. 

" WE feel t.ruly ~rat~ful for the many mark,S :-ve have recei,ved of His ,Maje~ty's grllCious 
consideration tor thIS distant part of HIS dommlOns. The Wisdom and lIberality that have 
directed His councils are abundantly manifested in the late Acts that have been passed for 
the regulation of our trade, in the encouragement that has been given to emigration, and 
in the gracious intentions of His ~jajesty, communicated by Jour Excellency at the 
opening of the late session of .he Provincial Parliament, to cQnfer UpOIl a numerous and 
highly meritoriou~ class of the inhabitants of this province, the trauscendently enviable rights 
ancl privileges of British subjects." 

Extract from an Address from the Inhabitants of the Town of Brockville, to his 
Excellency Sir Peregrine Maitland, K.C.B. Lieutenant Governor of the Province of 
Upper Canada, &c. &c, &c. 

" WE, the inhabitants ~f th,e, ~own ~f ~ro~kville, beg leave humbly to address your 
Excellency upon your agalD VISltIDg tillS dlstnct, and to express our approbation of your 
Excellency's administration of the government of this province, as the representative of our 
most gracious King, an administration, the results of which cannot tail to produce the most 
beneficial aud lasting effects to this portion of His Majesty's dominions. 

" The continued improvement, and the growing wealth and prosperity of this colony, call 
for the grateful acknowledgments of a loyal and contented people. The internal navi
gation of the province, commenced anti carried on under the auspices of Jour Excellency; 
the equal assessment of the wild lands of the province, an act in which Jour Excellency 
exerted a most lively intereS't; and the extensive settlements of the waste lands of the 
crown, made under 'the superintendence of your Exceliency; must ever be considered as 
showing most satisfactorily the disposition of your Excellency to pursue measures eminently 
tending to increase the welfare and pro"perity of tbe province; while the emigration from 
Great Britain and Ireland, under the fostering care ot His Majesty's government, affords 
a cheering prospect of an increasing accession to our loyal population. 

" The munificence of His Majesty's government, in sending to our happy soil, and sup
porting, for a period after their arrival here, great Dumber of emigrants, -will ever receive 
our sincere acknowledgements." 

Extract of all Address from the Magistrates, and other Inhabitants of the District 
of Johnstown, to His Excellency ~Sir Peregrine Maitland, K. C. B. Lieutenant 
Governor of the Province of U ppel' Canada. 

" THE continual and extensive emigration to this province from the mother country, 
fostered and encouraged by the Imperial Government, must contribute largely to tbe 
improvement and resources of this colony." 

Extract ?f an Address from the Clergy, M ~gistrates, and o~her Inha~itants ?f the 
Counties of Lennox and Addington, to HIS Excellency Sir Peregnne Maitland. 
&c. &.c. 

" ,V E take great pleasure in congratulating your Excellency on the improvements that 
have lately been made in the new settlements, by those who have left the land of their 
fathers to I!ve among us, thereby adding strenglh t,o o~r populatio~, extension to our 
commerce, Improvement to our agriculture, and anrmatlOn to our mdustry. And we 
humbly desire to tender our grateful thanks to your Excellency, for the efforts you have so 
successfully made to increa~e the emigration from the mother country, and the arrange
ments you have so wisely planned, to ensure the comfort and secure the interest of those 
who have been induced to seek a home in a distant land." 

Extract of an Address from the Inhabitant~ of the Carrying Place, to His Exce1lenc1 
Sir Peregrine Maitland, Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Upper Canada, &.c. 

, "WE rejoice in the l~beral pol!cy adopte,d by the mother ,cvuntry, 1I0t ~nly in. re~t 
to ,the trade' of the colomes, but 10 promotmg and supportlDg an extensIve em,lg~atlOIl 
from the United Kingdom, and which, we hore~ uDder,the.am"pices of your E:a:celleQCy~ 
,direction, will afford an evidence that such settl,ements, after the lapse of a few 'years, will 
not be inferior to those of an equal standing from any other country." , -" 
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Appendix, N° 8. 

PAPERS from the Colombian Agricultural Association, respecting the Advantages 
to Colonists iu the Tract granted to the Association by the Colombian 
Government. 

Sir, Regent-street, April 13, 1826. 

I HAVE the honour to address myself to you, as Chairman of the Emigration Com
mittee. The Colombian Agricultural Association, of which I am a director, having deputed 
me ,to make a proposition, which we flatter ourselve~ may be entertained by the Committee, 
as It proposes to combine national interests with those private ones that are more imme
diately under our protection. 

The accompanying papers will explain the general objects of the Colombian Agricultural 
Association; its engagements with the Colombian government; its measures already taken 
to prepare for the reception of colonists, and the success which has accompanied those 
measures in the establishment of the Gibraltar settlement, a district situated on the eastern 
shore of the lake of M aracaybo, and a sketch of whicll is herewith submitted. 

, All .further information which may be required will be supplied the Committee, as the 
Directors of the Association are desirous to put the Committee in the fullest possession of 
every fact and detail within their knowledge. 

The political and commercial advantages of British settlements on the coast of Colombia 
are so prominently self-evident, that there can be no necessity for my enlarging upon them, 
to'a Committee well acquainted, as it must be, with all the subjects involved in the con
sideration; and perhaps there are some reasons, why it would be better to refrain the very 
public development of them, 

, The Colombian government i:> impressed with a full sense of the benefits British coloni
zation must, if properly conducted, assure her infant state; and happily, the inhabitants 
are no less desirous to encourage and profit, individually as well as nationally, by the 
measure. The very circumstance of a request, that fifty children of the inhabitants should 
be placed under the care and instruction of the artisans already sent out to Gibraltar, is 
an unequivocal proof of public sellliment in that district, the only one where we have yet 
formed a permanent establishment; but from every other quarter we have also received 
asst.lrances of equal cordiality of feeling, and earnest desire for the progres3 of the 
Association. ' 

The Colombian Agricultural Association, howev~r, has not the immediate means at 
command, at this moment of pressure, to avail itself of the propitious opportunity afforded 
to undertake the colonization of their lands on the extensive scale that is required; but 
beinO' desirous to secure to both couIltries, the full adv;;tIltages which this opportunity pre
sent~ they have instructed me to make an offer to the British government, in free qift, 
of aportion of the !OO,OOO acres of land, situated in the Gibra~tar district, that it may be 
settled by British emigrants, sent out and located by the British government, free of all 
expense to the Association. 

Should, however, any aid be required from the artisans and mechanics now established 
at, or on their way to Gibraltar, that aid would of course, be given on such equitable terms 
of recompence, as the British government would not hesitate to allow. , 

The Directors in making this offer feel, as I have already stated, actuated by a sincere 
desire to secure and improve the relations of amity and intercourse between the British 
empire and Colombia; but they do not propose to suppress the fact, that, acting as guar
dians of a property placed under their management, they also expect the proposed sur
render of land without any pecuniary return will eventually be compemated by the 
increased value of the remaining lands, afler the establishment is once formed upon a scale 
to invite an independent emigration. 

The subject is a comprehensive one; but I shall not take up ~our ~ime by any fl~rther 
observations. The propriety of submitting our offer to the CommIttee IS left to your Judg
ment; but should it be' so submitted and entertained by the Committee, I am authorized 
to give the assurance, that the Directors wil1 be most anxious to meet any wishes that may 
be expressed. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble Servant, 

R.J. Wilmot Horton, Esq. M. P. &c.&c.&c. 
. Chairman ~f the EOligration Committee. 

404. R r 

Rob. Wilson. 
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Memorandum of a Conversation with Mr. Retemeyer, respecting the Topo Estate, 
and the Settlers per the Planet. 

Mr. Retemeyer was several times at Topo, and lastlr in the latte, end of Febru8r.J. 
Mr. R. describes the climate of Topo as most deltghtful; the settlers are able to work 

from sunrise to sunset, without inconvenience from the heat. 
Mr. R. considers that if the houses had been ready for the reception of the settlers, they 

would have set about their work with alacrity and cheerfulness. 
Mr. R. considers the prospects of settlers at Topo so good, that, with industry, every 

settler may, in a few years, reali~e a handso.me coml?ete?cy. 
Mr; Gibbs has brought a portIOn of land mto cultlvatlO!l' a.nd the plant~ ~h8t haye come 

up have the most pl'Omising app~arance. From ~n examma~lon of l~e 6011 In some parts of 
Topo, and a comparison of it wlth that of MadeIra, Mr. Gibbs considered there was every 
prospect of the vice succeeding at Topo. 

The road from Topo to La. Guayra and Caracus very go~d. . 
Mr. R. considers, that in SIX months the party would be mdependent of supphes from the 

agents. -
The health of the party had been very good. 
Those of the settlers who had earliest received their allotments, had already laid out a part 

of the land in provisions and coffee. -
Portions of the cotton, indigo and coffee plantations, have been given up to the settlers, 

as part of their allotments . 
. The settlers, o-enerally speaking, were in good spirits. 

The propriet~rs of neighbouring estates were making attempts to entice the settlel'6 
{rom Topo. 

EXTRACTS from Letters received from Colonel Pigott, resident Agent of the 
Colombian Agricultural Association, on the Settlement near Gibraltar. 

20th May, 1825. 
" SITUATION OF THE GROUN D :-On the margin of the lake of Maracaybo, but retired 

about eight leagues, in order to be nearer the mountains, for the coolness of the climate and 
healthiness, a straight and level road can be made to the port of Gibraltar from the settle
ment, bounded on the north-east by the River Caus, and south-west by the River Poeo; the 
River Buena Vista divides the settlement, which is distant from the River Caus about four 
leagues, and Buena Vista River to tRe Poeo may be three leagues; a direct line from Caus 
to Poeo will be the frontage towards the lake, and another line from the same river, the 
boundaries on the side of the mountains, ground suitable to all descriptions of produce of 
the tropics. 

" The people may be sent out each year, so as to arrive in the latter end of November, 
and until the middle of February, as those are the dry months here, which may be occupied 
in preparing the ground for sowing in March, and erecting their provisional residences." 

31st May 1825. 
" The work must be commenced in all next month (June), when a short space of dry 

weather is always expected, called El veranito de St. Juan; that time allowed to pass over, 
another season, proper for the felling and burning, does not occur until December." 

- -

[Same date.] . 

" When you write to England, be so good as to recommend a goo~ breed o~ pigs to be 
sent out; much money can bemade of them in Maracaybo, when there IS a suffic1ent IUcrease 
to allow them to be sent to market." . 

[Same date.] 
" A ~art road, in dry weather, can be made, at little or no cost, to Gibraltar, which is 

exactly III front, distant ten Qr eleven leagues; the whole ground to be travelled an almost 
imperceptible slope, famous for a rail-road if there was commerce. I shall extend the 
frontage from the River Poeo, as the land between the rivers Buena Vista and Poeo is 
excellent; the frontage wilt the!. be eight"leagues, and depth five leagues, or 400fanegadas 
front by 250 in breadth." 

26th June 1825. 

" I hesitated a long time as to whether I should decide on this spot or no; its local 
advant.ages, such .as proximity to the lake, facility of making carriage roads, as also.oc 

renderlDg the River Caus navigable for flat-bottomed boats, induced me to deCide 
upon it." 

[Same date.] 

." The m(\un~ain p.art has all the varieties of temperature to be met with io a tropical 
climate, accordmg to Its elevation; the range of tbe thermometer varies from 70 to 8;." 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 303 

" I objected to 
mendous, and the 
a European farmer. 
year." 

26th June 1825 
taking· waste lands in the interior, as the expense of carriage is tre
J>rice obtained for produce sold on the spot too low to encourage 
The land I have chosen will yield two creps of maize, caroota!, ~c. each 

[Same date.] 
cc The immense quantity of palm throughout the land is of wonderful advantage, as it 

furnishes excellent roofing to the largest house." 

7th July 1825. 

". From 'what source can a regular and certain supply of provisions be depended upon 
dunng the first twelve months, for the use of the settlers ?-Ans. Fresh meat, pease, frijoles, 
papelon, coffee, &c. from Escuque; the remaining articles from Maracaybo, in the small 
vessels which ply backwards and forwards every week, and supply Maracaybo with plantains 
from Gibraltar, and other parts of the coast . 

. What description of produce is it expected that the settlers will be able to cultivate on 
thIS land ?-Ans. On the lower grounds cocoa, sugar, indigo, cotton, maize, plantains, 
frijoles; on the mountain ground, coffee, cane, and European vegetables, such a5 pease, 
cabbage and potatoes, beside those others unknown in England, apios, carootas, yucas, 
sweet potatoes." 

23d July 1825. 

" Every day's observation confirms me more and more in the opinion, that many advan
tages can be reaped by the Association as well as the colonists from this situation. It may 
be as well to inform you that when Bolivar was here, in the year 1820 or 1821, he said that 
in all Colombia he had not seen so beautiful a situation, or one that offered to an industrious 
population half the advantages of this town, (Betyoque.) 

" Should the Colombians ever become emigrating people, that is, fond of visiting 
watering places, this is the spot of all others that offers most advantages; a day's journey 
from the Lake in the bad state in which the road is, and daily communication with the 
interior; in short, whilst the men are employed on their grounds, during the week, the 
females can employ themselves in traffic in the village." 

[Same date.] 
" There is grass sufficient on this table land for aU the cows the families would require, 

at least to the number of 200, besides goats." 
[Same date.] 

" The temperature excellent, no sudden changes; and the soil such, that if it rains for 
twenty-four hours, half an hour after,you might walk in silk stockings. 

[Same date.] 
" My great anxiety is to have the ground ready in time to sow maize, or about 4 or 5,000 

plantains by Christmas, and, by the spring rains, about 20,000 plantains, maize, carootas, 
pumpkins, and, in short, all that may b~ required to go on with the work in an easy 
manner." 

[Same date.] 
" The bouses in the settlement can be commenced when the wood is squared; and ai;1 

facilities present themselves at every point, the roof and posts for forming the walls can be 
raised with half a dozen men, in as many days, large enough for a family of twenty." , 

" I think a well-regulated cane plantation would answer well with its distilling. IndigQ 
certainly gives quick return, but th~ ex~ense of t~llks is heavy, besides th,; extreme 
unhealtbiness of the process. Cocoa lU thIS part begin:! to bear the fourth year. 

[Same date.] 

" It is a new world that is to be explored, and year after year will produce discoveries 
advantageous in every way. In such light it should be considered, and provisions made 
accordingly; and I would s~rongly rec?mmend, that the settlers. sh?uld not be buoy~d up 
with the expectation of findmg a parad!s~, but a country wholly Vlfgll~ lan?, a":d the VIllage 
they will reside at, at first composed ot SImple cottages, that has only Its sItuatIOn and good 
water to recommend it:' 

[Same date.] 
" Hereafter cattle, mules and horses could be purchased~ I imagine, to advantage from 

the Gougera Indians, who always have abundance, of good quality." 
[Same date.] 

" There is here sand-stone of the finest description for building; and lime-stone in the 
river Caus, or from Maracaybo; plaster of Paris is to be had at a few miles distance, as well 
as earth for bricks and tiles. 

[Same date.] 
" When the weather is perfectly settled, I intend opening a Toad along the banks of t~e 

Buena Vista to the monntains, in order to find some good spots in Tierra Templada ~ ~Ia. 
Should any of the settlers prefer retiring to the mountains at once, mills of any descrlptlon 
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can be erected on Buena Vist~ or P~e.o, as each above the road '~ave a rapid .current, and 
the mill-racer can be formed with. faclhty, and of any power reqUired for sawing, griading 
cane pulping coffee,-or flour-rudls. 

" 'In harvest time the wheat may be purchased at from four to five dollars the load· but 
from the indifferent and careless mode of preparing the flour, it has never been of val~e in 
Maracaybo, which, with due care, it might be." 

13th November 1825_ 
" The forge is. at wor~, and the. c.arpenters have ~een so for ~ome ti.me. I have ever!· 

reason to be satisfied with the actIVIty ?f all the artlsan~, a~d with theIr good conduct in 
all points; the most fastidious cannot with the colour of JustIce find fault with them." 

~3d November 1825. 
" As in future harvests we may expect very large crops of rice, it will be advisable to 

have a machine for shelling it, suc~ as is ~sed in C~rolina; ~hat I have now in the ground 
looks admirably, as well as the maize, whl~h, from Its quantlty and appearance, has caused 
the admiration of everyone who has seen It. 

" As soon as the weather permits, I shall cause a desirable situation, elevated and coo) to 
be cleared for erecting a fiJlage; but I should recommend the settlers not to be sent ~ut 
before Decemb.er in the next yea~, by which time every accommodation w~ll be ready fur' 
them, and ur:t!l March, the sowing season, they can be employed cleanng away their 
grounds, in additIon to what may be already done. 

" The establishment is increasing considerably." 

4th December 1825 . 
. " 'Vith regard to work, all goes on as well as the number of Peones will admit; slow on 

account of e'very article for the buildings being obliged at present to be carried on' the 
men's shoulders; I should be satisfied had lone hundred at work. In a few years the crops 
of cocoa and indigo'would repay all expenditure, independent of abundant supplies of hogs, 
fowls, and in short, almost every article required for cQOsumption." 

22d January 1826. 
" Before the end of the year you may depend upon having tenements for 3 or 400 

persons ready, on an elevated and central spot." 

Memorandum for Sir Robert Wilson. 

THE Colombian Agricultural Association is possessed of upwards of a million of acres 
o! land in Colombia, obtained by a transfer, legally executed, of two grants to private indi
Viduals, made by the government of Colombia, in virtue of the law of Congress of 11 tit 
June 1823. 

The settlement to which the association are at present desirous of sending emigrants, con
sists of 100,000 fanegadas, or about 200,000 acres, situated in the province of Truxillo, on 
the eastern side of the lake of Maracaybo. The whole of these 100,000 fanegadas have 
been measured ofl~ the boundaries fixed, and the title of the Association in~isputably 
estab!ished. In !naking the selection of these lands, due regard has been paid t~ salubrity 
"of climate, and Its adaptation to the constitutions of Europeans. They are situated at 
a distance of about 30 miles from the lake, from whence the land gradually ascends to the 
ridge of the Cordillera, by which the settlement is bounded on the east. The general 
temperature iii described as excellent, sudden and violent changes being unknown.. The 
range of the thermometer varies from 70 to 87. The higher parts ar.e at an elevauo? of 
nearly 3,000 feet above the level of the sea; the lower parts a,re' suffiCiently removed. from 
the ~ake, to be unexposed to the objections that attach generally to the c?ast. The I~ter
mediate pal:ts offer every facility for the culture of both European and tropical pro?uctJons. 
No parts ot the sealement have been found wet or marshy. Several streams or fivers run 
down from the Cordillera to the lake. The water of these streams is good and salubrious, 
and hopes are held out, of one or two of the streams being made navigable for boats of 
burthen, from the lake to the centre of the settlement. The small ports of Gibraltar 
and .Mopero, are proposed for the present as points of disembarkation for settlers; from the 
latter there is a direct road to the settlement. 

Act~ve and extensive' preparations have been making for the last twelve months, for the 
rec~ptlOn of settlers. With the assistance of native labourers, and latterly of a small party 
of Scotch artisans, the resident a'>"ent Colonel Pigott, has succeeded in clearing a portion of 
the land, and bringing the sam~ in~o cultivation. The first experiments in agriculture 
have .been attended with the most favourable results; the harvest of maize, rice, &c. being 
deSCribed, by the last accounts as about to commence, and the crops looking very promislDg_ 
FrOiD .thes~ results, the Association consider the previous representations of the iel'tility of 
the soil as 10 a great measure confirmed; and have, therefore, the Jess hesitation in holding 
~ut every encouragement to the industrious and ent~rprisirig emigrant. 

The 



~'ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

: The· privileges and immunities of settlers on the lands of the Association are stated, 
generally, in the original prospectus of the Association; but more particularly in the inclosed 
copy of the Contract with the government of Colombia. 

A second party of artisans has recently been sent to the settlement, with every necessary 
supply of tools, implements of husbandry, &c.; and by the last accounts from thence, 
arrangements would be in sufficient progress for the reception of from 300 to 400 settlers, 
by the middle of this year. 

Colombian Agricultural Office, 32, Bucklersbury, J uh April 1826. 

CONTRACT with the Government of COLOMBIA. 

(Translation.) 

TIlE Undersigned, Jose Manuel Restrepo, Secretary of State for the Home Department 
of the Supreme Government of the Republic of Colombia, and William Champion Jones, 
an. Englishman by birth; the first in virtue of the full powers conferred upon him by his 
Excellency the Vice President of the Republic, charged with the executive power, in pur
suance of the law of the 7th of June last, on the migration of foreigners to thi~ country; 
and the second, as the attorney of Messrs. Charles Herring, William Graham, and John 
Diston Powles, in virtue of powers granted by them to him in London, on the twenty
fourth day of December One thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, and which he has 
presented in the Office of the Home Department; have agreed, and do agree to a contract, 
the terms of which are as follow :- , 

Article Ist.-The Supreme Executive Power of Colombia, in execution of the authority 
vested in it by the said law of the seventh of June last, grants unto Messrs. Herring, 
Graham and Powles, merchants of London, Two hundred thousand" fanegadas" of unoc
cupied land, for the purpose of their being peopled by Europeans. 

Article 2d.-The said two hundred thousand" fanegadas" of land shall be granted in the 
following manner :-Fifty thousand in the neighbourhood of Caracas, if such a quantity 
of uncultivated land can be procured there, or in the province of the same name; one 
hundred thousand in the vicinity of the city of Merida and the town of Santana, in the 
province of Truxillo; and the remaining fifty thousand in the province of Choco. In 
ease there should not be a sufficient quantity of unappropriated lands in the aforesaid 
provinces, the deficiency shall be supplied in others more convenient for population and 
cultivation. Messrs. Herring, Graham and Powles bind themselves not to distribute, 
divide, transfer or sell the said lands in future, excepting under the regulations and condi
tions stipulated in the said law of seventh of June last, and in the decree of the Govern
ment of the eighteenth of the same month. Therefore there cannot be granted to any of 
the colonists who may be sent to inhabit the said lands, either under the title of division, 
transfer, cession or sale, an extent of land exceeding two hundred "fanegadas" for each 
family. 

Article 3d.-A fanegada is understood to consist of one hundred Spa)lish square yards; 
that is, a square, the four sides of which each measure one hundred yards of three feet 
Spanish measure. 

Article 4th.-Messrs. Herring, Graham and Powles bind themselves to commence the 
settling of the .lands c~ded, within eighteen months from the da~e hereof, ~nd in def~lUlt 
thereof they Will forfeit the grant made by the present contract. 1 hey also bmd themselves 
to- fix settlers on the fifth part or forty thousand" fallegadas " of the land ceded, within 
five vears, to commence from fonr months after the date of this contract, and an t'q ual 
extent in the following five years, and so on in the same proportion until the completion 
of the population of the aforesaid lands in twenty-five years. 
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Grants of 200,000 
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land for the purpose 
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50,000 in C&raccas, 
100.000 in Merida 
and Santana. 
50,000 in Choco. 

If quantities call not b 
found in provinces ,!'e
cified, the deficiency to 
be supplied in others. 

H. G. & P. to COliform 
to 'he law of 7th June. 
and decree of 18thJ ulle. 

A fanegada, 100 !qunre 
Spanish yards. 

H. G. & P. to Com
mence forming the set
t�ement within 18 
months from date. 
1-5th of the gralll to be 
populated every five 
years frum 28 March 
1824. 

Article sth.-The colonists intended to occupy the lands for account and at the risk of Description of SettlelS. 

Messrs. Herring, Graham and Powles, shall be agriculturists, artisans, master mechanics, &c. 
The said gentlemen will also take care (and which their own interests will prompt them 
to do) that honourable, industrious, and peaceable persons be chosen. 

Article 6th.-The company of Messrs. Herring, Graham and Powles binds itself to give 
the colonists the means of transporting themselves to Colombia, and establishing themselves 
011 the lands allotted to them, providing against their being in want of the necessary means 
to carry this contract into eflect, and arranging with them as to the manner in which they 
are to be reimbursed for the expenses and the supplies furnished to them. 

; ·Article 7th.-Messrs. Herring, Graham, and Powles will make their contracts of cession, 
transfer, sale, or ill any otber manner permitted by the second article, with the colonists, 
both parties submitting themselves respectively in the execution thereof tu the laws and 
authoritie& of Colombia. 

H. G. & P. to make 
COil tracts of cession, &c. 
with Colonist., accoru
iug to 2d artide. 

A . I 8 h Th I I 1 II've 011 tile lands granted by the PrivilegeltoColonist. . . rtlc e t.- e sett ers w \0 come to occupy ant 
pr£sent contract shall enjoy the following privileges ;-
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1St. They shall be exempt from all military servi~e d~ring .ten years, excepting as 
regards the, 10(:al defence, or the defence of the provlDce lD wluch the establillhment is 
placed. 

!Zd. All agricultural implements and machinery shall be free of import duty, according 
to the law of the !Z7th September of the 11 th year. All ready-made clothing imported 
for the use pf the colonists, shall likewise enjoy the same exemption. 

3d. During the period of six years, reckoned .from. the date of the establishment of 
each, they shall enjoy, both in the waste lands and m their persons, a total exemption from 
direct contributions and from ecclesiastical tithes. The,Y shall, however, pay the excise of 
the interior (alcabala interior), if there be any; ~he pnce of articles of monopoly, which 
they may consume, an.d generally all other .contrlbutlOns know~ under the title of " Indi
rect," with the exceptlOll of the export duties on the produce raised b"y the colonists on the 
two hundred" fanegadas" of land, whic~ are to. be given to them In full pruperty, and 
which they are exempted from for the penod of SIX years. In order to prevent any fraud 
being committed, in respect either to this as well as in the former exemption, the executive 
power of the Republic will prescribe the regulations to be observed in the different custom
houses. 

4th. The colonists shall, however, be subject to municipal contributions, and those of the 
~~~ , 

Article gth.-These privileges shall be enjoyed by each colonist, from the period at which 
he enters into possession of his lands, for which purpose an exact registry shall be kept, 
stating the day on which sllch privilege:> commence, and when they shall terminate; a docu
ment shall also be given to them for their protection. 

"1, Article 10.-The houndaries and measurement of the lands granted to Messrs. Herring, 
Graham and Powles, shall be fixed by the agents of the government of Cplombia, in con
formity with the decree of the 18th of June last, as well as the settlement of the people; 
but the distribution of the lands among the colonists shall be made by the agents of the
governmellt and the company. 
to be made by agents of Government and the Company. 

Article It.-All contracts and agreements made by Messrs. Herring, Graham and Pow1es,
with the settlers, either in England or any other country in Europe, or in the United States. 
of America, in respect to the undertaking of peopling the lands ceded, shall be executed 
by the judges and tribunals of Colombia in conformity to the existing laws, and in the 
same manner as if such agreements, contracts and stipulations, had been made within 
the territory of the republic. 

Article 12.-AIl the colonists or settlers who arrive in Colombia in consequence of this 
contract, shall strictly conform to the laws and constitution of the republic. 

Settlers are Dot to be Article 13.-lt not being permitted openly to observe any other form of religion than. 
mo~este~ ?n aCCIJunt of the Roman Catholic, the colonists must in this respect conform to the laws and regula
their rehglous behef. tions of the constitution; but, according to the law of the 22d of August last year, they 

will not in any way be molested on account of their belief. 

Article 14.-After this contract shall have been approved by his Excellency the Vice 
President of the Republic of Colombia, charged with the executive power, a duplicat~ 
and triplicate thereof shall be delivered to the attorney of Messrs. Herring, Graham and 
Powles, the original being deposited in the office of the Secretary for the Home Depart
ment. There shall also be delivered to him attested copies of the law of the 7th June last, 
and of the decree of the 18th of the same month. 

In faith of which, We, the undersigned, have affixed our names to this docu~ent in the 
city of Bogota, the ~8th No\"ember 1823, 13th of the independence of Colombia. 

GOVf>rnment Palace, Bogota, 29 Nov. 1823.-13th. 

Approved, 
The Secretary of State for the Home Department, 

J. Manuel Restr·epo. 
W. C. Jones. 

F. P. Santander. 
J. M. Restrepo. 

ADDITIONAL ARTICLES. 

THE Undersigned, to wit, Jose Manuel Restrepo, Secretary of State for. the Depa~tment' 
of the Interior of the Supreme Government of the Republic of ~olombla, and Richard 
St~nhewer Illingworth, as the attorney of Mr. William Cham~lOn Jones, the represen
tatlve o~ Messrs. Charles Herring, William Graham, and. John Dlsto~ Powles, merchants 
of the city of London, in virtue of full powers with whICh he w~s Invested the 24th. of 
Dec~mber 1822, and the former as be}ng duly au~horized ~y illS E~cenency the Vice 
PreSident of the Republic, il1vested with the excuttve authoflty, by virtue of the law o( 
7th J ~ne t8~,3~ on the in-migration of foreigners; have agreed, and d~ agr~e to the 
follo~lOg additional Articles to the Contract of ~8tb ~ovember 1823, which shall form 
part of the same. 

Artid~ 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

. Article I.-In the 6rst article, where it says, if to the purport that they populate tbe lame 
with European foreigners," it shall be understood to the purport, that they people the 
same with European English, Germans, Swiss, Dutch, 8tc. united, in each of the colonies 
that may be established, none of which shall be composed of individuals of one. nation 
only. 

Article 2.-ln the second article, where it says, I, one hundred thousand in the vicinity 
9f Merida and the village of St. Anna, province of Truxillo," it shall be added, "also the 
eastern side of the Lake of Maracaibo, viz. from La Ceibita, to the river Vichu, at the 
foot of the mountain leading to Betijoque, provided said landll belong to the government." 

Article 3.-In the fourth article, instead of" within eighteen month from tbe date hereof," 
it shall be understood, "within three years from the date of this additional agreement." In 
the same article, where it says, "that they bind themselves to people the fifth part or 
40,000 fanegadas of the J!:rant of land within five years, reckoning from four months sub
sequent to this contract," it is likewise agreed, " within five years, commencing with the 
day on which the delivery of the 40,000 fanegadas shall be completed." The remainder in 
the terms agreed upon by the article . 

. Article 4.-Should Messrs. Herring, Graham and Powles, enter into contracts either in 
America or Europe, to unite capitals, raise loans or funds, and any transaction of a gene
ral interest, for the establishment, encouragement and prosperity of the colonies, the same 
shall be communicated to the'executive government of Colombia, for app!"Obation, or that 
it may suggest such alterations as shall appear desirable. 

Article 5.-Without detriment to these Articles, Messrs. Herring, Graham and Powles 
l11ay, through the medium of their agents or representatives, solicit successively of the 
executive authority other additions, should they be necessary for farther elucidation, and 
the reinoval of difficulties at present unforeseen. 

Mr. R. S. Illingworth undertakes to present the letter of attorney, or approbation, of 
~Iessrs. Herring, Graham and Powles, to this additional contract, within ten months from 
the date hereof; to which end he is fumished with a duplicate and triplicate, approved by 
his Excellency the Vice President of the Republic of Colombia, to which entire faith and 
trust shall be given; the original being deposited in the department of the interior. 
Should he not present the said power or approbation, these additional Articles will become 
null and without effect. 

In testimony whereof, we, the undersigned, have affixed our signatures, in the city of 
Bogota, 3d June 1'824, 14th year of the independence of Colombia. 

(signed) J. Man' Restrepo. R. S. Illingworth. 

Palace of the Government of Colombia in Bogota, 4th June 1824.-14th. 
Approved. (signed) Santand(lT. 

The Secretary of State for the department of the Interior. 
(signed) J. Man. Restrepo. 

PROSPECTUS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

Colombian Association for Agricultural and other Purposes. 
Capital, One Million Three Hundred Thousand Pounds Sterling. 

President,-His Excellency the Honourable Manuel Jose Hurtado .. 
Chairman,-Sir James Mackint"sh, M. P. 

Deputy-Chairman,-Pascoe Grenfell, Esq. M. P. 
Directors -Edward Ellice, EsC]. M. P.; Thomas Edgar Esq.; L. A. Goldschmidt, Esq.; 

'William G/aham, Esq.; Ch~arles Herrin?", Esq.; Edward H,urry, Esq.; St~phen Lushing
ton, Esq. LL. D. M. P.; J. F. Maubert, Esq.; J. D. Powles, Esq.; Thomas Richardson, Esq.; 
Sir Robert \Yilson, M. P. 

Auditors,-David Barclay, Esq.; Richard Jafl'ray, Esq.'; Wm. Thompson, Esq. Ald. M. P.; 
Thomas Wilson, Esq. M. P. 

, Bankers,-Messrs. Barclay, Tritton, Bevan &. Co.; Sir James Esdaile, Esdaile, Hammet,' 
Grenfell &. Scott., 

Solicitors,-Messrs. Swain, Stevens, Maples, Pearse &. Hunt. 
Secretary,-John Orrok, Esq. 

THE Republic of Coloinh~a offers great induc_em~nt to. emigration. "ri~h a soil c~pable 
of yielding almost every speCies of natural prod~ctlO~l, ~t po.ssesses a variety of c!lln~te, 
adapted, according to the elevation of the respective ~lstrJcts from the sea, to tb~ c~ltlValiOn 
of the fruits both of tropical and Et..ropean countnes, and to the severa! vafleues of the 
human constitutiop. 

Colombia 
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Colombia extends, on the Atlantic shore, from .the mouth of the Orinoco to the Isthmus 
of Panama; and on the Pacific, from GuayaqUIl to the same Isthmus: the country is 
intersected by innumerable rivers and streams. . . . 

The Republic is now in the fiftee~th year of Its \Dd~penden~~. Its entire t~rritory is 
free from the presence of any foreIgn force or authonty. B~·ltlsh c?nsuls reside at the 
capital,. and at the principal ports, and a treaty of commerce IS now In progress between 
the Republic and the British Government. '. . 

Tbe government of Colombia is desirous of promotmg the emIgration to its territory of 
useful persons, capable of drawing forth the natu~al res.ources of the country. A law of 
congress was passed on the 11th of June 182.3, mvestlDg the government with authority 
to dispose of lands, and grant .privil.eges for ~~IS purpose.. U~der the ~an~tion of this law, 
two grants have been made, of speCific quantitIes of land, ~n different dIstricts of Colombia, 
of which this Association has become possessed, amountmg to upwards of a million of 
En~lish acres. Two-thirds?f this quantity have been ceded free, and the remainder at 
a price little more than nomma!. 

These grants (one or other of them) contain the following privileges in favour of all 
settlers who may proceed to occupy these lands: viz.-

Exemption, during ten years, from military service, except re9uired for local defence. 
Exemption from duties of all clothing imported for the use ot the settlers.-(Agricultural 

implements are by law exempt from duty.) 
Exemption, in one grant for six years, and in the other for ten years, from direct con-

tributions and ecclesiastical tithes. 
Exemption from export duties, of the produce raised by the settlers for six years. 
Settlers not to be in any way molested on account of th~ir religious belief."" 
For the purpose of bringing these lands into a productive state, and rendering them of 

value to the Association, it will proceed to take measures for establishing settlers thereon. 
It will dispose of the lands in small quantities, either at a fixed price 01' at an annual rent, 
to agriculturists, who may be disposed to occupy them, affording to such persons the 
following advantages; viz.-

The providing for them, in the most economical manner, a passage to Co)ombia-ap
pointing agent, to receive them there on their landing, to furnish them with all necessary 
information as to their proceedings, and to conduct them to the place of their location
ensuring an adequate supply of provisions for their use-and, in cases where it may be 
necessary, making such advances of money as may be deemed prudent. As security for the 
repayment of these advances, together with interest thereon, the Association will hold the 
title deeds of the land, with a right of lien on the stock and growing crops, until the amount 
thereof, together with the purchase muney of the land, 01' arrears of rent, (as the case may 
require) shall be paid off. 

Competent persons are at present engaged, in Colombia, in selecting and measuring off 
the lands, and several mechanics have been sent out, to commence the erection of tenements 
on such parts as may be selected. Instructions have been given that, in making the selec
tion, regard be had chiefly to the salubrity of the situation, the productiveness of the soil, 
the suitableness of the climate to the European constitution, and the facility of commu
nication with the sea. Advices have been recently received of these instructions having 
been calTied into effect in respect to a considerable portion of the land, and of its haviog 
been taken possession of on behalf of the Association. 

The Association will adopt, as an invariable rule, the ascertaining in all cases, with 
the utmost attainable exactness, the healthiness of every spot whereon settlements Dlay 
be proposed to be formed, and the compatibility of the situation with the health of 
Europeans.t 

The lands which are at present sele.:ted, and under examination, may be approached by 
water communication. within two days journey. 

Colombia produces, at present, cocoa, coffee, cotton, indigo, sugar, rice, maize, tobacco, 
\\' heat, and European grains; but such is the want of hands for cultivati~n, that, although 
wheat may be grown in abundance on the high lands, the city of Caracas Imports annually, 
at considerable. expense, upwards of 40,000 barrels of flour trom the United States, for its 
own consumption. 
~he leading indu~el1lents to this unrlertaking appear to be shortly th~se-as ~eg~rds the 

enllgrants~the obtal~lI1g, on very easy terms, land of the most valuable descnptlon, and 
endowed With pecultar privileges, within a six weeks voyage from Europet; the being 

furnished 

... By the Act of Congr.ess ~fthe 22d of August 1821, intituled," Law resve.cting th~ mode oftaking 
c~gmzance of and proceedings In causes of the faith," it is enacted that" proceedmgs sbah only tab place 
With Roman Catholics born in Colombia with their children and with those who, havin~ come from other 
cou~tries, have caused their names to b~ inscribed on the parish registers of the Catholics, but not with 
forezgners who may ~ome to f6tablish themsel-ees in a temporary or permanent man.nt:r, neither with their 
descendants, whom It thall not be lawful in any way to moZest on account of their creed, although they 
shall be bound to respect the Roman Catholic worship and religion." 
. t "At the height of 4,000 feet above the level of the sea, the climate becomes mild, vegetation 

continues .uninterrupted throughout the year, leguminous plants, whpat, and other productions of t~m
perate regions, are abundant and of the best quality; venomous insects and serpents are rarely met with; 
and the hut,?an frame ackn~wledges the grateful salubrity of a temptrature, fitted alike for enjoyment 
and labour. -Colonel Hall s Colombia. p. 8 . 

.. ;. La ~~ilyra, l\1aracaibo ilnd Carthagena, will most probably be the principal pents of debarkation. 
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furnished with adequate assistaoce to enable them to bring the land into a productive state; N° 8. 
a?d. the certainty of markets for the produce they may raise :-and as regards the Asso- Papers from the 
EnatlOn, t~e obtaining a remuneration for. the la~d, in th.e sbap~ eit~ler of rent or o.f purchase Colombian Agricul
money, with the reasonable prospect of Its contmllally Improv1l1g III value; and mterest on tural Association. 
all advances made to tbe settlers. . '----... ' 
! This Association d96$ not purpose however to limit its undertakings to the matter of r 
colonization. 

T?e form?-tion. of roads in Colombia is an object of the highest importance; and in some 
particular situations, where a considerable traffic is carried on within a limited distance, 
there is .r~ason to believe that capital might be very advantageously applied to this purpose; 
on obtal.DI.ng fmlll the government of Colombia the cession of the right of levying tolls and 
?ther pr.lVIleges for.a given term of years. For the granting such privileges, the government 
IS especially authonzed by law of congress. 

The ollly means of conveyance at present used in Colombia are lJIules, and the backs of 
men and women. . 

.A survey of the road from La Guayra to the city of Caracas, (a distance of fourteen 
mIles) has been made by a very skilful English engineer, from which it appears, that the 
c~nstruction of a rail road is practicable there, and as far as can at present be judged 
llnght be profitably undertaken. A negociation bas been' opened with the Colombian 
government, for granting such privileges as to the levying tolls, rates of carriage, &c. for 
a specified term of years, as might render a cJuserconsideration of the undertaking desirable·, 
and without going into unnecessary detail on this point, it is sufficient to state, that th~ 
Association will possess the power of engaging in the formation uf roads, the establishment 
of steam navigation on the rivers, und generally in any undertakmgs or investment 
in Colombia, where, after a diligent and careful examinaTiun of the circumstances, it 
shall appear to the directors that the capital of the Association lIlay be advantageously 
employed, and more especially such as shall appear to have a manitcst tendency to 
improve the value of the land secured by the Association, ur to assist the pnrsuits of the 
settlers. 
. The Association will also possess the power to purchase other lands in Colombia, and to 
advance money on the mortgage of lands in that country; and generally to adopt such 
measures as may appear to the directors to be advisabl\? to carry into effect, to the fullest 
extent, the objects, and to promote the interests of the Association. 

The following are the regulations under which this Associution is established: 
The capital is one million three hundled thousand pounds sterling, divided into 

1'3,000 shares, of 100 l. each, of which 3,000 shares are reserved to be appropriated, under 
such regulations as the directors may think proper, to parties in Colombia, who may be 
desirous to take an interest in the Association, or to parties with whom the directors may 
negociate for engagements in Colombia. I f any part of this II u m b€r of shares should remaiu 
unappropriated to these specific purposes, the same shall be disposed of for the benefit of 
the Association. 

The first instalment of 51. per cent is to be paid immediately into the hands of either Df 
the bankers; and the remainder, by instalments of 51. per cent from time to time, as the 
concerns of the Association may require, at the call of the directors, thirty days notice 
being given of each call. 

The directors are to remain in office for five years, at the end of which time three 
are to go out annually in the D;lanner to be prescribed by the Association deed, subject to 
be re-elected. 

Fifty shares are the qualification of a director, and forty shares the qualification of an 
auditor. 

Three trustees shall be appointed by the directors from among themselves. All engage
ments that may be entered into on behalf of the Association, shall bc made by them in their 
parnes only, and on their individual responsibility, they having recourse only against the 
funds of the Association, so that no proprietor Ulay be liable to be called upon for mOl'e 
than the unpaid amount of his share or shares. 

The directors may increase the number of shares, having the co~currence of th~ major 
part of the proprietors present, to be expressed at two general. m~etlllgs convened tor that 
purpose, and dispose of the same for the benefit of the A~sOClatlOn. 
. Each proprietor of 10 shares to have one vote; 20 shares, two votes; 50 shares, three 
votes;' 100 shares, four votes. No proprietor to have more, than fou~ votes. .' 

A general meeting of the proprietors to be called as soon as the directors shall conSider 
that the concerns of the Association are sufficiently advanced to enable them to make 
a report thereon; and subsequently once a year. 

No share shall be sold or transferred until after the payment of all calls previously made. 
No transter shall be made by a proprietor until the purchaser shall have been appro~d 

by the board of directors. The purchaser to bind himselt~ by executing a proper instrument, 
to the. observance of the regulations of the Association. 

A dividend shall be made as soon as the first profits of the Association shall be realized, 
and sllbsequently half-yearly, as circumstances may permit. . 

This Association will not assume to act as a corporate body, or 1D any other manner 
contrary to law. - . - . 
, - A deed for the establishment of the Association is preparing, and is, when approve~ by 
the major part oflhe,directors, to be deemed the proper deed for carrying this plan Into 
e~et. It is to contain all .!mc1~ regulatious, covenants, proviso'fs, powers of refe~·pnce -t,o 

404. S s arbltratlon, 
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arbitratio~ forfeiture of shares, and dissolution of the ASlociation, and other claOlel, as the 
twelve dir;clors, or the major part in number of t~em,8hall think best adapted to the cir
cumstances of the Association. The ~eed ~o be sIgned by every proprietor ~ithin \wenty
one days after notice sh:d1 have been given m the. Gazet~e, and In .three publIC ~ewspa~n, 
of its being ready for sIgnature, and by the propnetors In Colombia, or bythetr attorDlel, 
within twelve months after such notice, on penalty of forfeiture of the first instalment; aDd 
to be subsequently enrolled in the court of Chancery. . 

Appendix, N° 9. 

LETTER from Major General Smyth, respecting the distressed State of the 
Population of the SCILLY ISLANDS. 

MR. HOBHOUSE presents his compliments to Mr. Wilmot Horton, and by Mr. Peel's 
desire, transmits to him, to be laid before the Committee of the House of Commons on 
Emigration, the enclosed copy of a letter which has been received from Major General 
Smyth, the Lieutenant Governor of the Scilly Islands, pointing ont the evils arising from 
the present superabundant population in those islands. 

Whitehall, March 23d, ] 826. 

(Copy.) St. Mary's, Scilly, 13th March 1826. 
Sir, 

1 HAVE the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Right Honourable the 
Secretary of ~tate, that two respectable inhabitants of the town of St. Mary's, called upon 
me last week, with a petition from the inhabitants for signature, proposed to be sent to the 
Honourable House of Commons, setting forth the distress of the inhabitants of the· off 
islands, with other matters. The document in question is drawn up by the Rev. Mr. 
Woodley, and is intended to be forwarded to Mr. Hume, M.P. for presentation, with 
whom, it was stated to me, that Mr. Woodley had already been in correspendence on the 
subject. I fell no disposition to offer advice to those persons, as to the line of conduct 
which they might deem it right to pursue; but I consider it my duty to explain as concisely 
as I am able, the present condition of the off islands, for Mr. Peel's information. 

This is the ~eason w hen the com plaints of the inhabitants of those islands generally 
begin. I have observed for several yeal's past that the~r complaints are annual, and that 
they are prefured sooner, ()f delayed a month, aecording as the preceding pataloe and 
barlf"y harvest has bf"t'll abundant, (lr may have partially failed. 

Owing to the long drollght last summer, the crop of potatoes certainly failed throughout 
the islands; and as that circumstance has caused a more rapid consumption of their siock 
of bread, their complaints this season are made more early, and become more urgent thaD 
usual. J t is now reported to me, that numbers of families, having no corn or potatoes, are 
in the greatest distress. But while I can neither con6rm nor contradict such reports, and 
while J entertain no apprehension of any person in the islands dyinS from absolute want, 
I am perfectly satisfied that a continued system of relief by bounty IS attended with very 
injurious consequences, by inducing laziness and improvidence; nor can I help asking 
myself, When the inhabitants of the off' islands (over-populated as they are) are likely to be 
able to subsist throughOl;t the year without some assistance; or W hen they will be better 
able to subsist by their own means than at present? Such reflections make me very averse 
to trouble government on the subject; and when about three weeks since J received peti
tions from the islands of Fresco and Bryhar, stating that they were destitute of' every thing, 
and that they hau no potatoes for seed, J wrote to Sir John Sewell, who was chairman of 
the committee for the large subscription made some years since for t~ese islands, of which 
1 had heard there was a small remnant remaining, earnestly requesting that whatever the 
committee could afford, might be applied to the purchase of . seed potatoes for the off 
islands. This week I received Sir John Sewell's answer, authorizing the sum of 30 I. to be 
applied as I had recommended • 

.. The great evil is an excess of population, and a want of steady employment. The 
population has more than doubled within the last thirty yeal's, and the excess is an evil 
which is visible in all their employments; whether as causing the subdivision of their bits 
~f land, orin the piloting of \'essels,(formerly there were only four pilot boats, now there are 
~t least twenty); whether in the making of kolf (there being only so much of the raw 
material to be gathered); or in ltw lobstel'-6shing. By exct!ssive competition, thf:Y im
I?Qv~rish each other . 

. Ha\"i~9 expl~in~d, as w~ll as I am able, the present condition of these people, and the 
c::aus.e ot It, I Wish It were 111 my power to point out a practicable remedy. 

. That port io~ of the population which might possibly be removable, consists of those 
who a-re kas~ m the ~,ay af present, and who make no complaints; of cours~ 1 all1lde to tht 
~IIBg men from ,8 to !.!5 or 28 years, *hough no doubt they partake of the Island resources, 

IUld 
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aDd as they marry at an early age, and from the perilous nature of the employment in 
their boats, it is calculated that not more than one-fourth of the males reach an advanced 
age, that one-third are drowned, and hence, of the number of families on the Island of 
St. Agnes, one-third consists of widows and their children. 

Leaving the qu~stionJ as to whether it is expedient to extend further the bounty of 
government to these people at present, to the wisdom of His Majesty's government, 

I have, 8tc. 

(Signed) John Nugent Smyth, M. G. Lieut. Governor. 

H. Hobhouse, Esq. 
atc. &.c. 

Appendix, N- 10. 

PAPERS showing the relative Proportion of BIRTHS to BURIALS, in certain 
Parishes in Sussex.-Delivered in to the Committee by Mr. Curteis. 

I.-BECKLEY. 

From 25 March 1824 to 25 March 1826, 
Baptisms 
Burials 

Increase in two years 

107 
'27 

80 

It ill quite impossible that this, or any parish, if solely agricultural, can exist for any time 
under this increase, when the population is too great already. 

Dissenters are not comprehended in baptisms, but their burials are enumerated. 

-- Collins, Curate. 
Sam l Selmes, Churchwarden. 

2.-EWHURST. 

Baptisms. Year. Burials. 
41 1821 17 
38 18~2 11 

3 2 1823 15 
52 1824 14 

47 1825 17 

210 74 
74 

136 J. S. Hewitt, Rector, 

Dissenters baptisms are not included; their burials are. 

Years. 
1821 
1822 
1823 
1824 
1825 

3·-HERSTMONCEUX. 

I Baptisms. I 
40 
37 
27 
41 
27 
..-' 

-

Burials. 
12 

Ii 
11 
12 
17 

69 

Dissenters not included for baptisms. 

Geo. Matthews, Gurate. 

" 

-.-
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-NINFIELO. 

Years. Baptisms. Burials. 
1821 24 S 
IH22 25 11 

1823 27 14 
1824 26 12 

1825 21 
) , 

10 

123 55 

Dissenters burials, but not baptisms, included. 

Robert Hare , Vicar. 

5·-WANTLING. 

Years. Baptisms. Burials 
J821 22 8 
1822 ,39 12 
1823 21 11 
1824 20 10 
1825 18 22 

. - - -
Dissenters burials, not baptisms, included. 

1St May 1826. B. Young, Curate. 

Appendix, N° 11. 

EXTRACTS FROM EVIDENCE 
Taken before Committee on'the S~te of Ireland, 1824 and 1825. 

1824· 
ARE you aware .that some experiment has been tried in the county of Corlc, with 

referencE: to Emigration r-Yes. 
When was that tried ?--Last year, about this time lwelvemonth. 
Was there a dispositioll, on the part of the people, to profit by the facilities to emigratioq 

which were then held out to them r-There was. ' .. 
Was their anxiety great upon the subject ?-It was. At first, they ~<:t'~ anxious to avail 

themselves of it; then they got it into their headj; (they. are a very SUSpICIOUS people) that 
it was some trap that was laid for thein, and a great many 'of those who were exceedingly 
anxious at first, held back, and' would not come; but lhat impression was removed at last, 
and-oJ-think they were all exceedingly anxious to go.. . . 

Are you aware ~hether the persons in the country, the fflends and relatIOns. of the em!
grants, have receIved any communications from them subsequent to the period of their 
leaving Ireland ?-Y es, ~. have seen a great many ,letters. . '. ',r. . 

~hat have they stated ?-All describing in'terms,o! th~ greatest sa,tJsf!lctlOn, .the.way. an 
which they had been·treated, and pointing opt to their fr!ends the advantages of emlgr~tlOrl 
to Canada. " -
, Is the .. ~ now ~n anxiety o~ the part 0'£ the people ~o em!~rat~?-Ve!t s[trongly; and there 
IS great disappollltmen't t~at, it was ~ot going. ~n when I, It:ft. home. . 

Have you ever known m your neighbourhoOd the falling ID of a farm wtllcn had been held 
under middle men ?~ Yes. :.-. 

Will you. have the ~iodn;ss to describe to·the, Committee what is the general state as to 
the populatIOn of.a .farm under such,c.i .. ~~.mstances ?-l think, generally, the population is 
greater there than It IS on other farms 
. Is it ,gteate~ in such .cases, do yo~ conceive, than it would be expedient to continue, 

either tor th~ mteres! of the tenant or the landlord in the future management of such land!! ? _ 
......... thmk illS, certamTy. -;--:: -- '-".- - ,- ' 

~ ~ _f In 
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',In respect of re-lettingsuch farms, is it Dot common that the populatioD be considerably 
.diminished, the'Dumber of houses reduced, and a number of small farms consolidated inLo 
a large one?-Wbere the land is judiciously let, it is so, and I think it has become the wore 
general practice. ' 
. Have you any doubt that such a principle is now very generally adopted and acted upon 

by the intelligent persons who have the management of the land ?-l think it is. 
.Can JOu state what becomes of the individuals, who, in the course of this proceeding, are 

deprived of that land r-That is Dot a question to which I can give an answer; at the same 
time, I have not observed that the svstem to which you allude, has been acted on in such 
a way as to dispossess any great number of people; I have known a few; 1 think they go 
backwards and forwards and get roo01 somewhere; or there is stiH abundant facility to get 
ground, if they choose to offer for it. 

ls that mode of letting land now progressive ?-I should think it is; that people see very 
generally the necessity of consolidating their farms more than they did • 
. Is there not also a disposition to lay down lands to grass, which, during the high prices 

o(the war, were in tillage ?~l think there is rather a disposition to do so; but I have not 
known it carried into effer.t generally as yet; I think they are still continuing to till the 
ground, which they used to cultivate in that way. 

,Jn those cases where it has taken place, has not that also a tendency to reduce the 
population upon those grounds ?-It has. 

'. ,Do you not apprehend, that the persons who hold those consolidated farms will be disposed 
to underlet parts of them to others ?-I apprehend that they will; but I am sure that 
landlords are generally endeavouring to prevent Ihat underletting if they can. 

. Have you aoy doubt, that the system of consolidating farms, and diminishing the popu
lation, is one which is very generally acted upon in the reletting of farms in the south of 
Ireland ?-l think it appears to be the disposition of the landlord, to do so for his own sake, 
because it is very clear, that if he has a farm of land consisting of twenty acres, and that two 
persons are only required to till that farm, and that there are twenty on it, the other eighteen 
are eating up the produce of the land; but if you take those eighteen, and turn them to 
productive labour, they will come to the other two, and will purchase every thing, 
s:upposing even they earn but a few shillings a week. 

There is one gentleman in my neighbourhood, who gives 110 leases; he has a large estate, 
andhe is also a middle man; he gives no leases; he is a Catholic gentleman, and it is given 
entirely upon his word; the people have confidence in him, and in his word, and I believe he 
gets more rent from them than any other person; but he does those things that are tending 
to their comfort; he either sendl! them the material and lets them build, or builds himself. 

Supposing such a system to be applied to the lands which you have described as being 
over-peopled, must not necessarily a great propOl'tion of that population be set adrift?
They must, of course; and I think that they would naturally flow into villages and towns, or 
emigrate. . 

Do vou consider that the disturbances which have taken place in the south of Ireland, have 
been at all connected with any alteration in the system of managing land, which has led to 
the dispossession of tenants ?-I am perfectly aware, that that was one of the principal 
causes thai the people themselves stated. 

I 'h'a~e known a farm that has been let perhaps thirty years ago to one tenant,to a single 
individual and when it was out of lease, and came into the possession of the landlord, 1 have 
known it :0 be covered over thick with population, and most of them paupers. It is a very 
puzzling thing to know what to do with the poor people in such cases. 

, 'l:J~ve you ~ad occasion to re-Iet farms under those cil'~u~nstances r-Y ~s. 
. What practice have you pursued ?--:B~tween the dl~cult.r of turm~g out t~lOse poor. 

people, and doing justi.ce to the landlord, -1t IS a very puzzling thlDg. But 10 some J!lstan~es, 
I havedone this; wbel'e there was a man of bad character, tkere would be no consideratIOn 
for him' bu~ I have contrived in some instances to get a portion of the farm, a few acres, and 
to bring'those persolls who were not responsible as tenants, and give them small lots upon 
that p'ortion, and get a good tenant for the rest. If there was a good tenant upon the land, 
l·have ~e'veril1rned ont the occupying tenant at the expiration of his lease, except he was 
a bad character; and I have endeavoured in that way, as far as I could. to preserve the 
int~rC6tsof the landlord, and to provide some place for the poor people • 

... , Where do tho:sepeople live that have no land 1-They go to each others houses; perhaps 
haIfa dozen will go to their neighbours houses. ' 
. 'Have any of those people families!-Y.es, almost all. of the~. . . 
, How 'do they proviciethe means of subSistence ?-It IS astomshlD2 upon what a lIule some 
of them live. 

Are the estates under your care, in the hands of middle men, or in the hands of occupying 
tl!Dant~ ?-In some instances in the hands of middle mell, aDd a good deal in the hands of 
occupying tenants. 

Is it your practice when leases fall in, to let the land, to the 
. 4~. SS3 

occupying tenant?-
Invariably; 
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Invariably; except there might be some instances of a gentleman having kept land himself; 
but I have endeavoured to set to the under-tenants. . . . 

Do you find more people on a farm often, than .you wish to keep on ?-UoquestiOftabl,.. 
In what way do you settle a.farm under such Circumstances ?-I endeavour to put out 

luch as appear t? be broke or IOs~lvent, upon the coarser parts of th~ land, where circum
stances will admIt; and at other times, 1 ~m compelle~ to let them sluft for themselves; but 
I endeavour, as much as possible, to proVIde for them 10 olle way or another, for the people 
are so attached to the soil they are upon. -

Do you find any difficulty in can'yin~ those arrangements into effect; any opposition ~_ 
NODe whatever; never any opposition from the poor people themselveS'. . 

Not eveD when you want to torn them out altogether ?-No; there is no people on the 
earth that are more amenable to the law than the Irish peasantry, if they are ieft alone. 

When a farm f~lJs out of lease, in. the re~le!ti.ng of that farm, have you known any 
instances in which It has been the practl?e to dlmmlsh the Dumber of people, the number (If 
occupying tena.nts, who were to be contm~e? ~:>n the far~ ~-~o; I. have n~t known any 
instances in whIch the ?umber has bee~ dlmlDlshed, t?r It IS a very dlffi~ult thmg; it is .ery 
difficult to know what IS 10 be done with the populatIon of-a farm whIch has been let to 
on(' individual, perhaps twenty or thirty years ago, and which becomes covered over with 
people on the expiration of that tenD. 

At the termination of most ancient leases, is there not a much greater population found 
IIpon the iands than it is expedient to continue ?-Certainly. . 

Is not that proposition been generally admitted, by those who are connected with the 
management of land ?-As far as I can learn. 

Do Ihey not feel, that in some instances the consumption of the population placed upon 
tbe lands, is such as almost entirely to absorb the produce of the sQil ?-Certainly j and 
1 remember when it was the policy to have as many people as you could have upon your 
grounds; but subsequently, some of the great proprietors said that such was the increase. of 
the population, that they consumed the value of the land. I particularly remember Lord 
Ventry telling me so; he ~aid, they came to eat up the whole produce of the land. . 

If slIch a feeling be generally prevalent, do you not think, that in the management of 
limd there must be a general tendency to reduce the number of occupying tenants?
I think that it is necessary, but I think it is very difficult to do so; how it is to be done· 
I am sure I cannot say. 

In the event of any reduction in the number of occupying tenants taking place, what is to 
become of the individuals who are Ihus dispossessed of their holdings r-1 do not know 
what is to be done; they are very easily satisfied. Many of tbem go on the road side, and 
on the skirts of bogs; they build habitations for themselves, and they are content with 
them; whether they are contcnt or not I cannot say, but they shift with them. 

I consider the facility of Emigration would be a great thing to the country, situated as 
it now ~. . . 

Should nut tbe system of emigration be under such regulations as may tend to retard the' 
increase of population?-Yes. 

Can you suggest to the Committee any measure by which the increase of the population 
might be-retarded ?-I cannot exactly say that I can. No sooner does a person in Ireland 
in the lower state of society come to a state of manhood, than his first thoughts are to get 
married; he puts up a miserable hovel without having the least idea how he is to provide 
for a family. . 

Would not some measure by which the system of subdividing lands is carried 00, con
tribute to check t~e progress of population ?-Very much. 

Is it not the general practice of landlords, as their estates fall out of lease, to keep only 
a small proportion of the Qccupying tenants upon them; and if at the same time they were 
enabled to enforce non-alienation clauses, might not a system of emigration be establisbed, 
which, co-operating and acting with the other efforts, would be likely to produce a con
siderable effect in retarding the progress of population ?-Yes, I think it might. 

Has any plan occ~r~ed to you by which these ?ccasional famines could be relieved; any 
general plan of provldlOg for the poor?-I conceive the great cause of scarcity and distress 
is, that there is nothing to draw off the surplus population from exclusive dependence on 
the soil for support; tt.ey must consequently look to the land alone for the means of em
ployment. The land proprietors have taken up an opinion latterly, that the cause of their 
distress -is the overstocking the land with people; and as the leases fall in, they get rid of 
the surp}us population by t~rning them out entirely ~ro~ th('i.r lands. Those poor people, 
not gettmg employment, euber erect temporary habitations like sheds on the highway or 
t.he,r ~ome into. tow,ns and crowd themselves into small apartments; perhaps four or 'five 
falmlles would Itv{' \I) a garret or small hovel, budd led together there witbout clothes or 
bedding, or food, living UpOIl the chance of employment in the town' as labourers. That 
employmenL they ~anllot procure .. It is only t~ree weeks or about a month ago, that 1 saw 
un an estllte, to willch 1 alluded belore, a certam farm that had fOHy families residing on it 
,hinned in this manner.' ' 

What was the ~xtcnt of it ?-":I suppose it might be 500 acrel, including the b~ct land j 
a great 
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~'great deal of bad land upon it. Those forty families co-nsistecl of 200 individuals. When 'NO 11. 

,t~e lease fel~ in, in pursuance of the general system adopted amongst the landlords, twenty- Extracts from Evi
~!lght or thIrty of those families, consisting of 150 individuals, were dispossessed; they dence on the Stat. 
were allowed to take. with them the old r,oofs of the cabins, that is the ~otten timber and of Ireland: 1824 
rotten straw; and with those they contrived to erect sheds lIpon the hIghway, The men and 18~tl: 
could ~et no employment? the women and children had no res,ouree but to go to beg; and ~ 
reaDy It was a ~ost affect~ng scene,to behold them lIpon the hIghway, not knowing where 
t~ go to. ThIS system IS ,becommg prevalent, and therefore [ conceive the cause of 
'dlstr~~s to be the ~xeess o~' population with want of employment; and there being no legal 
provIsIon for secufmg subSIstence fOl' those poor people that are thrown as destitute vagrants 
upon the world. 

Will you look at that letter, and see whether it is a copy of yours?-This is a part of the 
letter: It is this, " The middleman being bound by contract to make good engagements 
" whICh the change of times disables him to fulfil, cannot exercise towards the tenant that 
" lenity which he does not himself experience; hence he is forced to exercise against the 
" occupier a severity from which in many instances his natural disposition revolts. But 
" the occupier is the last and greatest sufferer. After all unavailing struggle tor some time 
.. to retain an house and holding for his family, by parting with every thing in the hope that 
" times might mend and prices rise, he is finally dismissed from his fimn, stript of all he 
," ever ,p~ssessed, and forced to, seek shelter in some lane in the next town, in the hope of 
" subslsung as a day labourer.' 

" The redundant p()pulation of this island is looked upon by them as a maiu cause of 
'the decreasing value of land, and of the inability of tenants to pay rent; it has there
,fore become a favourite object with the owners of land to thin the population on their 
estates, under the idea that being too numerous, they consume the whole produce of the 
,land, and leave nothing for the owners; yet if this plan be acted upon, as it is beginning 
to be, extensively; what is to become of the people ?-they have not the means to emigrate, 
_nor can they get land or employment at home, A poor man thus dismissed, with his family, 
from his ,dwelling and land, with perhaps one or two cows, a few sheep or a horse; the whole 
of which may not, at existing prices, be worth five pounds, seeks, in the 6rst instance, to 
,procure a lot of land from some middle man, who has cleared the farm of the pauper tenants 
.whom he had previously ruined, and who is induced to take him as tenant, because he pos
sessed a cow, a horse, or some sheep; the rent is such as the middle man chooses to impose, 
,the tenant being willing to promise any thing rather than go into a town, where he knows 
,he cannot find employment, and hoping to get subsistence for a year or two, on his new 
holding; but at the end of a year, all that he has is seized for his new master, and he is 
ultimately compelled to seek an asylum in sOllle hovel or IOwn, trusting for his support to 
the precarious chances of daily labour." 

Arc there a great number of persons, throughout the country, circumstanced like those 
you have just describ_ed ?-The system is becoming more general; the system of tuming 

,off the surplus population is becoming quite prevalent. 
Are you of opinion, that any plan can be devised tor giving relief to the poor in C'.lses of 

emergency?-I think that the tendency, on the part of landlords, \0 turn off, in that un-
. merciful way, their surplus stock, as they call it, of men, would be considerably checked, if 
thel'e were some legal obligatioD imposed upon them to provide for those poor people, tilL 
they could proviae for themselves, or to do as I heard was done in Scotland by the 
Marchioness of Stafford, when she lessened the population upon her estates. She pl"Ocured 

-temporary accommodation for the deprived tenants, shi,pped them at her own cost tor 
America, and settled them there; [have heard that she did so; and those people are much 
better off than they would have been had they continued in the Highlands. 

Do you think that any plan of emigration, carried on at the expense of government, 
~would prove eftectual ?-I think that a plan of emigration might answer very well for the 
present, but unless some other p,lan was a~opted to ch,eck the progressive dispropoflion 
.between employment and population, the eVIl would be of constant l'ecurrence ; and then the 
system of emigration should be kept up perpetually. 

Will you describe to the CO,mmittee generally the condition ~f the I?eople, and ~~eir 
babits of living ~-In the part of the country that I am bes~ acqualllted WIth, the conditIOn 
,bf the people is the very worst that pOSSibly can be; nothlDg can be worse than the c~n
·dition of the lowel' classes of the labourers, and the farmers are not much better. 1 he 
Jand is over peopled I think in that part of the country; and both the land is exhausted, 
_and the people are very poor. , - . . , 
.. What parts of the county of C~rk do you partl,cularly speak of?-I allude, to the south
west of the county; chiefly the neighbourhood of Dunmanaway and Clonakllty. 

Do you think the population is increasing ?-l think very fast. 

O~ you think it likely that the want ,!f s~bsistenc,e w~II,opera\e be!or~ long as a check to 
the increase of population ?-l am sure It wllI; ,I thlDk It I~ uow beglllnlng to op~rale. 
, Ho~ doe.s that influence show itself?- In the dIfficulty wlllcb the lower classes of laboulels 
find in procul'iDO' a potatoe around, or in procuring a cottage. , 

Are the farm~rs or ]andlof.ds setting themselves against t~e giving them land ?-J lhmk 
the landlords are; the farmers are Jess attentive to that subject, the landlords are a good 
deal. ' 

S s ,; Do 

Juhn O'Dl'isc/lOl, 
Esq, 

~r~----
15 June 18!24. 
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Do you not conceive in th~ !Danagement of labd t~at'a ve~y ~eratiDJpressjon'pr"air., 
that in the re-Ietting of land It IS necessary and expedient to dlmlUlsb'lhe nUJllber or teOllOb, 
and to consolidate the small farms, which have formerly. been in separate holdings ?-It is 
the opinion of many that it would be expedient, where the estate is fuJly improved; but 
on waste grounds 1 should think that it is not so, and that it would be a step towards im
provement if tenants were induced to occupy those waste grounds. 

The last observation you have made applies ,to bog and ~ountain land ?-Y ea. 
But on the arable land a contrary feeling eXIsts ?-Certamly. 
Have you any doubt that that. c~ntrary fe~l!ng is acted ~pon ,pretty extensively. whell 

the leases expire 1-1 know that It IS the opmlon of many mteillgent Oleo, tuat It woukJ 
be the right course. , ", '. ' 

Have you ever conversed With any o,ne mtelllgent !n,dlvldual, concerned in the manage-
ment of the better class of land, who did adopt an opmlOn contrary to that you have allude~ 
to i-No, 1 cannot say tbat I have. 

Francis Blackburne, 
Esq, 

Has there been any recent instance, within your knowledge, of great numbers of per
llons having been ejected from particular properties ?-Yes, tbere has.' 

Mention anyone instance that occurs to you r-The most remarkable that has occurred 
in my time has been the eviction ofthe occupants of a property of Lord Stradbrook. '-------------' 

14 May 1824, 

Major 
George IVarbu/'tun. 
~ 

u May 1824. 

Mention the particulars of (hat eviction ?-A lease had been made by Lord Stradbrook', 
or his ancestor, for 31 veal's; the lease expired in 1823; the land had been so bdivided to 
such a degree, that 1 believe there were between forty and fifty families resident upon' it ; 

-it was between four and five hundred acres, I think. Lord Stradbrook's agent, UpOIi the 
expiration of the lease, took possession, which the people gave him in point of form, and 
he let them back, upon an understanding, that when tenants were provided, and a new 
disposition made of the property, they should give up possession; the object being, upon 
the part of Lord Stradbrook, to consolidate those farms, to retain a great number of the 
old tenants, and to enlarge their tenements. I believe contracts were made by his lord
ship's agent for new lettings, but when possession was demanded, UpOIl the part of Lord 
Stradhrook, it was refused, and Lord Stradbrook was obliged to bring an ejectment; 
Lord Stradbrook's agent, (there was no defence to the ejectment) attended by the sheriff, 
and several men to assist him, went upon the lands and dispossessed this numerous body of 
occupants; they prostrated the houses, leaving tbe people at liberty to carry away the 
timber; the number of persons that were thus deprived of their homes on that occasion 
was very large; I ant sure there were above forty families, but I cannot tell the number 
of individuals; they were persons of all ages and sexes, and ill particular, a woman, 
almost in the extremity of death. - -

What do you conceive has become of them ?-I should think they have been received 
from charity, up and down the country. 

But that they are at present in the country ?-I should suppose so. 
Can you imagine any means of support, except charity, which is left to those indi

viduals :-They,~ of course, wiII procure labour at this particular period of the year; but 
J believe they have no property. c 

In what particular part of the county was that property?-Either in the barony of 
Coonah or Owneybeg. 

I think the density of the population there is such, that almost, I might say, a partial 
failure of the crop by any bad season occurring, would cause starvation in that district; 
1 believe I said yesterday, that the whole of that district, if you viewed it from any cer
tain point, would appear a continued village. 

Do nut you know, or do you not believe, that there are some estates in that district in 
which the population is so dense, that the soil is hardly sufficient for their sU5tenance, the 
_people leaving no residue to the landlord ?-I have already stated, I consider that in that 
~i~trict, the soil is almost a necessary of life, and not to be considered as a farm; I think 
It IS hardly sufficient to maintain the people." ' 

In the event of any failure of the season, what resource would the population In that 
dis~rict have, or would they have any ?-I know of no resource they would have; from 
~helr ~eans, noue that I know of; the population in that district are en~aged prinCipally 
10 fisillng, and as far as that would afford resource they would have it, but 1 know of no 
otber; , 

,Are you sufficiently informed of that district of country, to be able to state to the Com
nuttee, wbat the general subdivision of land is, how much is occupied by a family, for 
example ?-l t~ink I stated yesterday, that in many instances they have not much mo~ 
Ihan an acre; ID Illanv instances they have not an acre. 
~an you info~lll th~ Cowmittee h~w many souls there are, ill general, in a family occu

pymg, one cabl~ ?-Upon my word, it is surprising the nu~ber, but I think, generally 
speaking, one might average the ('abms at from four to five children. 

Is the practice of sub-letting or dividing the land amongst the family of a tenant; ~ 
,~OIlS OJ' daught,crs marry, of usual occurrence in this part of the country ~-I believe, in 
ta~t, that' that IS the way in ~'hich the subdivision has principally !ake~ place.; I beti'eY~ 
onglllally the land, and particularly that we have been speaking of, was' let m farms f1f 

teD. 
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ten, and twenty, and thirty acres, and this far, has been sub-divided according as the 
family has increased to the present period. 

In point of fact, in that country where the population is so dense as yau describe, and 
with tenure such as you describe to the Committee, would not the enforcement of nun
alienation covenants be, on the part of the landlord, a declaration of war against the mass 
of the peasantry ?-l really do not think that it cO!lld be carried into effect; 1 think it 
would be impracticable; the people would rise up all at once in resistance. 

Do you think, if the prospect of the acquisition of land were held out to them, upon 
any general principle of emigration, that they would willingly avail themselves of it, or 
t~le contrary ?-I think the young men~ who receive any education, and who have so far 
risen in the grade of society, would be very apt to take advantage of it; but I think that the 
general mass of the people would rather live in wretchedness where they are; but I think 
there are possibly individuals in everv family of sufficient enterprize (Jf character, that 
would take advantage of it. • 

NG 11-

Extracts from Evi· 
denct! on tbe State 
of Ireland, ~824 
and 1825. 

Have any of them emigrated?- Yes; very many. 1'he Rev. 
'Vhat were the ages of those that emigrated for the most part ?-From a month to the Malad,i Duggan. 

Bgeof60. L~ __ ~~ _______ ~J 

Did they emigrate in families I-Yes. 
Where did they go to?-To America. 
How do you reconcile that emip;ration with what you said of their having a strona pre-

dilection for their native place ?-When the times became depressed, and their mean~ were 
diminishing, they were glad to embrace any opportunity that would afford a better 
prospect; and reports were circulated, that in America they would better their condition. 

Were many letters received ill that parish from persons that went out ?-Very many; 
through these the reports were circulated. 

What class of persons do you mean to describe, as those who go forth in such num
bers from that parish, at the time of harvest ?-The very poor class. 

Not the occupants of land ?-Not the occupants of land; but the very poor class thn-t 
have no more than a quarter of an acre. 

Then they are the persons who have crept into land, under this practice of sub-division 
.of property, which has taken place without the authority or consent of the proprietor of 
the soil 1-They are generally of this class. 

W hen you stated, that a great number uf people emigrated, were the people who emigrated 
of a good description of people, well disposed or not well disposed ?-They were in general 
well disposed people, and persons that have emigrated for the purposes of bellering their 
fortune. 

Generally speaking, should you say that they were the industrious c1aslS, or of the idle 
class of your parishionus ?-There were SOllle idle umong them; but. the idle aorl unoc-
4::upied in general had no ~eans of bringing them to the otllt'r side of the Atlantic. 

18 2 5. 

Robert John Wilmot Horton, Esq. a Member. 

HAS the attention of Government been oflate directed to the subject of Emigration from 
Ireland' to the Colonies ?-In answer to that question, I would reter the Committee to an 
Extract from the Report of the Select Committee .in 1823, which refers to the emigration 
which was then commenced, but the result of whtch had not then been known. Of that 
'emIgration, to a certain degree, we have received information; and any information we 
)lave received respecting it, ~ shall be prepared to give ~o th~ Committee.; at the 8am~ ti~?" 
as Mr. Robinson, the supenntendent of that emigration, IS here, I thlOk the details ot It 
bad better be derived from him. 

What were the circumstances that induced government to turn their attention to this 
8ubject?-In the year 1823 it was considered that it might be desirable, with reference to 
the state of the south of Ireland at that time, to encourage a partial emigration, more as an 
experiment, than with any view th~t an emigration on so small.8 scale could produce any 
very beneficial results. I should Wish here to take the opportuOlty of observing, that I am 
most anxious any observations that I may make upon a GEN ERAJ. principle of emi
gration, may not be considered, in any degree, as conveying the opinions of the govern
ment. Upon the subject of the emigration ~hat, has be~n carried into effect under the 
directions of His Majesty's government, speCific I,nfor,?atlon can be given; with respect 
to tbe application of a more extended scale of emigratiOn from Ireland, I am not in the 
least authorized, on the part of the government, to say any thing; as an individual, my 
attention has been directed to the subject, and if I can supply any information, 1 shall be 
happy to do so. 

What is y<?ur ?pinion with re~ard to the probabJe effect of. introduc!n~ an enla~ged 
.ystem of emIgratIOn from Ireland .-1 would observe, that I conSider that It IS an admitted 
fact, that ill parts of Ireland the population may be considered as redundant, iii the sense 

404. T t of 

R. J. W. Horton, 
Elq. 
~~ 
23 February 1825. 
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of the lupply of lab?ur being very disproportionate to ~he de~and; I s?ould imagi~e, tbat 
in such a state of thmgs, ~o remedy could be more satJs~actorJly supphed. tban emigration 
carrying off that populatIOn, of the e~ployment o.f wh.lCb .no opport~Olty can be there 
found, provided the expense of ~arrym~ such emigratIOn IOto e!fect .. s not too great to 

_______ justify such an expense. The .estl~late of tbe expense of the e~lllgratlOll, in tbe course of 
the year 1823, was completely Justified by the result of the experiment. In 1823 the emi
grants sent to 'Canada consisted of 382 persons above the age of] 4, and J 86 persons under 
the aae of 14; altogether 568. The expense for transport to Quebec includinO' aU 
expen~es, amounted to 3,771 I. 17 s. 7 d. for the transport only, exclusiv~ of provi~ions 
and medicine 2,1011. The expense per head was 221. The Committee will understand 
that the experiment having completely ~u~ceeded, as far as i.t bas gone, with the incurrence 

R. J. W. Horton, 
E'q. 
~ 
t3 February 18~5· 

of the expense of 22 1. pe~ head. T~ls IDclu?~s t~e 10c~tlOn of a seltler, and his main
tenance for a year, and bemg placed ID a posItIOn I~ whICh he can carry himself on with 
his own industry under an average rate of seasons, wllhout any further assistance. There 
can be no doubt that if this system were to be carried on, on a more extensive scale and 
subjected in some respects to. a more riSid economy, the expense ~ould. be reduced t~ the 
rate of 20 l. per head. ThiS calculatIOn h~s reference. to the followmg proportions of 
emigrants: A father and mother and two chJ!dren, makIDg an aggregate of 80 I. for the 
four. If that proportion of men were greater, the expense would necessarily be increased; 
but [ think, from the papers that will be submitted to the Committee, it will be demonstrable 
that for ,the expense of 20 I. per head, taking that r~tio, any numb~r ~f per~ons may b: 
located \0 the Canadas. Perhaps the more convelllent way of brmgmg thiS before the 
Committee will be, to make the following Statement, derived from Mr. Robinson, the 
superintendent, and dated the 1st of January lS25 :-" The total expense of the emigra
tion to Canada in the year 1823, including one year's provisions after location, a cow and 
all other expenses (except that of the allowance to the superintendent) amounted to 
12,5391. 3 s. making 22l. ] s. 6 d. per head, for 568 persons; of this sum, it will be 
observed, a large proportion was expended in the purchase of flour and pork; and in form
~ng an estimate for future emigration it will ~e necessary to inquire, w.hat were'the prices 
m 1823 and 1824, and whether they were higher than usual, and higher than we Dlay 
expect them to be in future years. By referring to the Commissariat account it will be 
~een, that the 6rst supply of flour and pork for one month, exceeds the sum estimated for 
those articles in the printed memorandum at least 50 per cent delivered at Prescott. From 
whence the transport over land to Ramsay added another 50 per cent. The price after
wards was (delivered at Ramsay);-

For the pork, per barrel -
Flour, per barrel - -

- £·3· Ii. 9· 
1. 19. -. 

and estimated at this, until Mr. Robinson left Canada in the ensuing February. The usual 
price of these articles may be considered, . 

Forpork,perbarrel £.214 - -costlastyear£.3 IS 9 
Flour, per barrel - 1 5 - cost - 1 19 

--- - -
3 19 - 5 17 9 

3 19 

Making a difference, in this small quantity, of - £. 1 18 9 
We may expect that these articles, so much dearer in 1823 than they had been for the 
preceding ten years, will again come clown to their former prices, find information has been 
received that such is the fact; it is therefore reasonable to suppose that a sufficient sa.v,ing 
will be made under tbis head of expenditure on next year's emigration, to warrant reducing 
the estimate to 20 I. per head; but I do not think it right to encourage the idea of reduc
tion on allV of the other items. 

With regard to the scheme of emigration generally, I am decidedly of opinion that 201. 
fOf. each person (the proportion of men being as one to four) lI~ay be considered a correct 
estlmate, and one that may be safely adopted; and I trust it will be found sufficient to 
embrace the allowance of the superintendent. 

The expense incurred by the Navy Board for transport and provisions, and meqicjne~, 
from Cork t~ Que~ec, l~st year, amounted to the sum of 3,771 I.; i~ that a correct statement r 
- Yes; I will deliver 10 to the Committee detailed Statements of the expense of that 
emigration. 

[The same tt'ere delivered in, Dnd read, asfollows:] 



ON EMIGRATfON FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

A. 
ABSTRACT of Expen~es incurred in settling 568- Irish Emigrants in Upper Canada, 

including their ,transport from Cork to Quebec. 

Appelldix. 
~ 

1. Navy Board 
Steam-boat at Cork, for embarking Settlers 

~. IHr. Robinson's expenses in Ireland, and passage to Quebec 

3· Amount paid by the Commissariat in Canada currency, £.860 14 4 
4· DO - - by Mr. Robinson - - - - DO - 8,028 3 5 

DO - of Stores issued to the Settlers by} 
Colonel Marshall, valued at -

£.8,888 17 9 

£ . .r. 

3,771 17 
17 13 

187 9 

8,000 

340 4 

d. 

7 
3i 

8 

-

Mr. Robinson's Expenses, from his arrival in} 
Canad.a, the lid Sept. 1823, until his retllrn Currency, £. ~46 11 7 221 18 6 
to England, April lid, 1824 - - -

£. 12,539 3 - f 

- 182 men, 143 women, 67 boys between 14 & 18, and 186 children under 14 - - Total, 568. 
December 1111, 18114. P. Rllbinson. 

B. 
AN ACCOUNT of the Expenses for Freight, Bedding, &c. incurred in carrying Settler~ from 

Ireland to Quebec, in the year 1823; also, for ProvisioDs and Medicines. 

Stakesby 
Hebe 

SHIPS. 

I 
Provision and Medicines for both Ships 

Total 

Navy Office, Transport Department, 
26th May 1824. 

c. 

EXPENSE, 

£. ,~, d. 
I, Bl5 4 4 

976 
1,670 13 ~ 

- £.3,77 1 17 7 

STATEMENT of Expenses incurred by I\1r. Robinson, between the 12th of May and the 8th of 
July 18113, while employed in promoting Emigration from the South of Ireland to Upper 
Canada, and in superintending the Embarkation of Settlers at Cork. 

Travelling expenses from London to Liverpool 
Expenses at. - - dO 

DO - from Liyerpool to Dublin 
. DO ,_ at _ . dO 
DO - from Dublin to Fermoy 

Printing memorandum of the terms of emigrating 
Putting them up and circulating them 
Paid Grul at Fermoy for post horses 

- postboys and their expenses,. - ,- -
Mr:. Robinson's expenses at the dt.Rerent Villages 
Paid Brown at Fermoy for saddle-horses 
Ostler, &c. 
Postage of letters 
A small desk - -
Expenses at Fermoy from the 20th May to lid July 
Servants 

DO' _ at Cork while embarking the Settll;'rs, viz. for boatmen and convey-
ance to the Cove, and .personal expenses at the inn -, 

Stationery ... 
Paid messengers to warn the Settlers of the arrival of the ShipS, and to give 

them notice of the day ()f sailing - - - - - - - -
Bedding and Stores for Mr. Robinson's voyage £.12 15 
Allowance to the Captain for passage 16 

DO - to Steward, &c. 3 

Sterling t. 

T t 2 

£. I. d. 
10 3 2 

3 4 4 
5 If) 
1 17 6 
3 19 6 
3 10 7 
II IS 

I.') IS 10 
6 12 

t'6 15 
3 ·17· 6 
- n 6 
1 .8 
1 2 9 

3~ 8 5 
4- 12 

" 

30 18 -
oS 1~ 5 

4 15 -

31 15 -----
187 9 8 
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D. 

~TATEMENT of Sums paid Ly the Commissariat in Canada, for Transport ant! Subsistence 
of the Irish Emigrants. 

Particulars of Payments: 

J. B. Henichon, navigating 22 large bateaux, La Chine to Fort Wellington, 
with Settlers 

Frederick Hl:nichon dO five· dO • to • dO • laden with 
provisions . 

Seraphie Amourie, transport over the carrytng-place between the Cascades 
and Cedars, of:22 large bateaux load~, at 1 '1./ - - - • 

Michael EOI'd, for cartage, Montreal to La Chine, of 59 loads baggage, 5/ 
H. Dicldnsoll, conveyance uf Surgeons Hamiltun and Dickson from Fort 

'" ellington to Montreal 
:\lr. James Dicksun, surgeon, R. ~. travelling allowance Quebec to rort 

Wellington 
:'Ilr. Janl('~ Hamilton, surgeon dO 
D. Assistaut Commissary General Hill, travelling expenses on proceeding to 

issue provisions at Fort \Vellington 
Charles Lyons, travelling expenses on prllCeeding to assist on the same duty -

Amount due to the St. Lawrence Steam Buat Company; viz. 

Passage uf ~Ir. Dickson, surgeon, Quebec to l'Ilontreal 
DO _ of 211 Settlers, with 76 children under 12 years of age - dO • dO 
DO _ of Mr. Hobinson, and Surgeon Hamilton - - -
DO _ of 204 Settlers, with 87 children under 12 years of age - dO - dO 
DO • of Surgeons Hamilton aud Dickson, l\1ontreal to Quebec -

Valup. of Provisions issued by the Commissariat from the 3d to the 
18th Sept. 1823, for the u~,e of the abuve-mentioned Settlers; viz. 

19.52 5 Ibs. flour, at 35/ per barrel of 196 Ibs. 174 6 7 ~ 
1,860 2/6 Ihs. bread, at 2 d. per lb. 15 10 1 f 
2,707 2/3 Ills. biscuit, at 13/9 per cwt. 16 19 10 

15,4S0 1/:3 lbs. salt pork; viz. 
at Quebec, 754 2/1Ibs. at 4d. per lb. 12 11 7 

Montreal, 14,725 '2/3, 56jl0! per 200 Ibs. 209 7 7 

1, I 06 IJ'l Ibs. Irish beef. at 21 d. per lb. -
221 19 '2 

12 \3 7 

AmoDnt 
Curr~ncy •• 

£. 8. d. 
9" 15 

30 7 6 

13 4 
14 15 

:> 10 

9 10 -
3 10 

10 5 7 
2 14 5 

2 !J 
112 1 -

4 10 
111 7 6 

3 1O -

---- 441 9 4 

£. 860 J~ 4 

E. 

THE Expen~e of ronveying Irorn Prescott to Ramsay, 60 miles overland, 568 Settlers, 
and placing them on their Land3. 

Transport of provision and baggage from Prescott to Ramsay 
Provisions until the 1st January 1824 - _ -

DO - from the 1st January to the 1st Junp. 
Do • for the remainder of the year 

Farming utensils • - - _ 
Assistance in putting up a log building on each lot 
Guides to show the land - • - • _ 
Hnuses to lodge in, and stores for a depot 
182COWS,at4l.10s.each - -
Seed corn and potatoes for planting _ • • _ • -
Clerk and servants to issue provisionll, ineluding their subsistence 
Transport of provi&ioDs _ • 
Medical advice and medicines 
Sb~s and flannel 

Provincial currency t. 

£. I. u_ 
450 -
883 

1,766 5 
1,766 5 

229 13 4> 
450 

150 
200 
81 9 
364 -
400 
300 -
100 -

150 

8,028 3 5 

~'ot( :-When the Accounts come to be made up, some of the items may vary 
a little from the abov~ statement. However I do not think there will 
be found to be much difference. 

J'. RabinlOll. 
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F. 
MR. ROBINSON'S Expenses while superintending the Settlement of the Irish Emigrants in 

Canada, from the 2(& of September 1823 to the 28th February 1824; his Travelling 
Expenses from Ramsay to New York; his passage across the Atlantic to Liverpool, and 
Expenses f~om the time of leaving the ship until his arrival in London 2d April. 

Expenses at Quebec 
D' at Montreal - __ 

Travelling expenses from Montreal to Prescott 

£. s. d. 
4 16 
7 12 
9 15 -Expenses at - - - - dO _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - ! 10 17 >l 

Horse hire a~d expen~e~ from Prescott to Ramsay, 60 miles !lYer land 
Expenses while remaining in the woods with the Settlers, from the 22d 

7 16 -

September to the 6th DecemLer _ _ 10 -
Travelling expellses to York (290 miles) and returning to Hamsay 28th I 

February - - _ - _ _ 

57 

DO - from Ramsay to New York 
Expenses at - - - dO _ _ _ 
Passage across the Atlantic in the Packet to Liverpool 
Steward and Servants - - _ _ -
Expenses at Liverpool -

D· - to L.'Ondon 

Provincial Curr~llcy -

65 17 5 
- i 27 10 -

::I 4 -
35 

:3 
4 1>1 
8 15 6 

- £, : 246 11 7 
I 

~es any other mode occur to you, or bas any other mode been snggested to you, by 
which the expense of the transport of emigrants from Ireland to Quebec may be diminished r 
-I hold in my hand a letter that has been received from a i'll', Astle, in ('onsequence of 
a lettEl' that was written from the colonial department, requiring him to send in an e,timate 
at what rate the general trade of Ireland might be induced to take emigrants out at per 
head; and if the Cummittee will allow mt", I will read that letter, "Sir,-l had the 
hunour to receive your letter, dated the 15th, requesting information at what rate the ship 
owners here would cunvey emigrants to Quebec. In reply to which, any definite offer mllst 
depend on the numbers, time and place of embarkation, and the plan itself which may be 
adopted by His Majesty's government; in the absence of particulars, I shall give you such 
general information as will enable you to found an estimate. It is absolutely necessary that 
any operation for this spring commence immediately, the early ships sailing for Quebec 
prior to the loth April, and it is probable that a higher price will be demanded for those 
sailing in May and June, should any extent of shipping be required in those months; 
I would theretore respectfully recommend, that this year you confine the embarkation to 
Dublin, Waterford, Cork, and perhaps Limerick. By granting a free passage only, the 
sum voted by Parliament will embrace a larger circle of relief; and I have no doubt that 
the benefit of Ireland and prosperity of Canada will be the result of adopting these simple 
means of facilitating emigration. On consulting MI'. James Gray, of this city, who, like 
myself, owns shipping in the Quebec trade, we would undertake to carry out emigrants at 
the rate of 4 L. for each grown person, exceeding fourteen years of age; 2/. for those 
between seven and fourteen years; and 11. 8s. for those under seven years. For which 
sums we would supply shipping, coals, \vater and medicine, and comply with the regulations 
of the late Act of Parliament j but if compliance with the latter is waved, which you have 
the power of doing, the rates would be about 3l. lOS. 1/. 15s. and] I. 45.; or we will 
undertake the orders of His Majesty's government at the ports they direct, and collect the 
emigrants for embarkation, 011 being allowed a commission 011 the money actually expended 
for shipping, &c.; in either case, we can,offer you ,unquestionable security. If,Your depart
ment have determined 011 any place, I WIll attend III London, and make a definite offer, and 
assist in any practical details yo,u may require. ,I have not recom!"euded, Ulster as the seat 
of the first experiment, the emlgrauts there bemg able to prOVIde theIr own passage to 
Canada. I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, " John Astle." 

Have you calculated what rate per head those latter prices ~ake for carrying out 
emigrants; namely, 3l. lOS. 11. 15s. and It. 4$.1-1 have here a wntte~ statement of w~at 
the expense was in the experiment that was made, and of the rate ot expense at WhlCb 
Mr. Astle propo~t.'s to take the same number, ,:"hich 1 will read to the Committee, 

In 1823, the emigrants sent to Canada consIsted of 38? persons above 14, and 1,86 un?er 
14, making in all 568, and those cost the government tor transport ~o Quebec, ,1~cludl1lg 
all expenses, 3,nd. t 7 s. 7 d.; and for the transports only" exclUSive ,of prOVISIOns an? 
medicines, 2,1011. 4 5• 4 d . ?-The same number and descnp,tlOn accordlllg to Mr. Astle s 
proposals, exclusive of provisions, will be found to amount-tor 

382 persons - above 14 4/.-
93 - do between 7 &. 14 2/.-
93 - de - under - 7 1 I. 8 s. 130 4 

Total £. 1,844 4 

Another 

NOll. 

Extracts from Evi
dence on the State 
of Ireland. 

R, J, W. Horton, 
Esq. 

"--~ 

~3 February 1825. 
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Another calculation, which refers to the same proposal, is as follows;-

382 persons above 14 3 /. IDS. £.1,337 
93 - d Q between 7 &. 14 - 11. 15 S' 162 15 -
93 • de - uuder 7 11.4 5• III 12 

Total - £.1,611 7 

And then it wonld stand as follows ;-The first propos~l of Mr. Astle~ as compared with the 
expense in~urred in 1823, for the transport of emigrants, exclusive of provisions and 
medicines, makes a saving of 2571. os. 4d. The second proposal of Mr. Astle, as compared 
with the same, makes a saving of 489 I. 17 s. 4 d. 

Has it ever come to your knowledge, that emigrantiil are actually carried at much lower 
rates from Ireland to Canada than those mentioned by Mr. Astle ~-It has come to my 
knowledge that there is a sort of desultory emigration, which seems to be carried on on no 
fixed principl.e, in which ~migrants may be carrie~ at muc~ less expeuse, though probably 
at the same time, under Circumstances of greater IDconventence to themselves, and conse
q uently landed in much less advantageous circumstances than under the system of emigration 
undertaken by the government. The object in that case was to reduce the expense to 
the minimum that was consistent with the health and comfort of the emigrants; if any 
reduction can be made, of course it will be done, and if it should be found that it can be 
undertaken at lower rates than those which have been proposed, of course advantage will 
be taken of such facilities. 

Are you aware that the nature of the trade is of this description, that the vessels 
employed have only freights from America homewards, and have no .regular freights 
outwards ?-I have been informed so; but I conclude that Mr. Astle was aware of that 
circumstance at the time that he made his proposal. 

Are you aware that a practice existed before the passing of the late regulating Act, of 
carrying out emigrants in every respect in a proper manner, at the rate of between two and 
three pounds a head r-I never received any details proving that fact. 

What was the average rate per head for the provisioning of the emigrants that went out 
last year?-I believe it may be stated at 3l. provisions and medicine, and surgical care 
included. 

Do you know how much it costs an emigrant to provide himself with 60 days provision, 
which is constantly taken outr-It probably varies according to circumstances; I have no 
average statement of that expense. 

Are you aware to what extent there exists tonnage between Ireland and America, fit for 
the carrying out of emigrantsr-I should imagine tonnage far beyond any possible demand 
that can be expected for the transport of emigrants. 

In order to produce any influence upon the population of Ireland, in your opinion to 
what extent ought the annual emigration to go, in point of numbers r-I should ce~tainly 
feel great hesitation, particularly before this Committee, in offering any opinion upon the 
iltate of Ireland; it is scarcely possible to state any opinion upon the subject, without, in 
some degree, making an allusion to that presumed state; therefore, with that qualification, 
I will state my opinion: In the first place, the capabilities in the colonies of Canada alone, 
of receiving a population, are found to exist to so great an extent as would probably 
surprise the Committee, without examination in detail of' the circumstances of that colony. 
I see no reason in principle, why the emigration, which has been successfully carried into 
operation in the year 1823, and respecting which the most ample details can be given to 
the CommittE'e, may not be carried into efFect with reference to any conceivable number of 
persons disposed to emigrate; I mean, there is nothing in the amount of the Dumbers 
which would make it impossible to apply the principle; if a hundred men can be located 
lit a given expense, in a given district in Canada, I see no reason why 100,000,200,000, or 
500,000 are not to be located at the same rate of expense. I think it is a material point 
to establish that fact; in Upper Canada alone, I have no hesitation in saying, there is the 
most distinct evidence that 160,000 persons can be received. The present Governor of 
Lower Canada, Lord Dalhousie, is now in London, if the Committee think fit to avail 
themselveli of the accidental circumstance of his being here~ to give information with 
respect to L~)\\'.er Canada, the. province immediately under his governme.nt, he \you.ld be 
prepared to lI1torm the Committee, that ill one district alone; and that IS the district of 
Gaspe, situated to the south of the St. Lawrence, and immediately to the northward of 
r-Iew Brunswick, he will tell the Committee there is no doubt that in that province, where 
~he soi lis remarkably ,fine and the climate good, and. where there is an earlier spring t~an 
III the western parts 01 Lower Canada, that that provlDce alone would absorb a populatIOn 
with t.he f!.r~atl.'t fac~lity of 500,000 persons. I wish. to pr~ss.up?n the Committee, tha~ in
sl)pakJn~ ot tillS subJPct as a colonial question, there IS no limitation to the exteD~ to which 
pllpuh~t1on can be absorbed, and that the local government w~>uld not feel. any difficulty in 
dlspusmg of them; And with respect to the practrcal question, .as apphed to Ireland, it 
aprears to me to be simply this; if yon have a redundant populatl~~, and that population 
agricultural, or capable of being applied to agricultural purposes, If you can . remove tbat 
pupulat~on at the rate of 20 t. per head in so satisfactory a .manner as to. remove ~hem from 
a SituatIOn, where, I presume, they are exposed necessarily to every lDconveDlence, and 
wuele their situation must expose them tQ every sort of temptation of outrage and dia-

affection; 
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affection; if you can transport them to your colonies, and transmute them into an orderly, 
satis~ed an~ contented peasantry, whether it be or be not worth while, in a national point 
of VIew, to Incur such an expense for such an object. . 

i\. 11. 

Extract~ from Evi
dence 011 the State
of Ireland. What plan is in contemplation at present, with regard to the current year ?-The vote 

that government had agrt'ed to grant for the present year, is 30,000 I.; the emigration of ------
the year 1823.was 15,.0001. 10,0001. only of which extended to the Canada emigration, 
the other applIed to the Cape of Good Hope. 

Upon what plan is it .intended to apply that money?-Precisely in the same manner as 
the plan of. 1823, adoptlOg any suggestions for economy that can be devised to make it 
less expensIve. In making these observations upon emigration, 1 restrict myself entirely 
to the two Canadas; but there is the province of New Brunswick, which alon~ would 
abs.orb an enormous population, and there are other colonies which are capable of receiving 
emIgrants without any limitation. In fact, if it be demonstrated that the removal would 
be a justifiable expense for the country to incur, it does not appear to me, that there can 
be ~ny sort of difficulty in locating the emigrants in the colonial possessions of the 
empIre. 

Does it occur to you, that any facilities might be afforded to voluntary emigration 
from Ireland, unconnected with any support from Government 1-1 hold in my hand here, 
a list of emigrants who have arrived in Quebec, of that voluntary emigration which is 
now alluded to; I have a paper on the subject of that voluntary emigration, which is quite 
unregulated, and which subjects those who enter into it, to most serious inconvenience; 
and I think it is well worth the consideration of the Committee, whether any measure can 
be adopted to put under regulation that emigration. The paper to wbich I have alluded, 
and which is not absolutely correct in all its details, slates as follows: 

" The Emigration from Great Britain and Ireland to the Canadas, which commenced 
shortly after the final establishment of peace in 1815, went on in gradual increase from 
5,000 or 6,000 persons in the course of a summer, to 12,900, all of whom were landed at 
the port of Quebec, 19 out of 20 being casual emigrants. In the years 1822 and 1823, 
10,300 emigrants upon an average, annually arrived at Quebec. By far the larger propor
tion of these were little better than paupers. Having paid froID four to six pounds 
for their passage and their sustenance on the voyage, they found themselvt's destitute on 
arriving at Quebec; they had neither the means of going upon Crown land if gmnted to 
them, nor of cultivating it. The greater part, if they had money to pay their passage 
up St. Lawrence, or if they could obtain it by a few days labour at Quebec, hastened on 
to Upper Canada; ~lDd of those who did so, perhaps one-half went on to the United 
States. Few remained and became useful and effective settlers in the lower province. The 
proportions of the whole emigration to be assigned to the three nations, may be stated at 
about three-fifths Irish, and tbe remaindu English and Scotch, with a larger proportion of 
the laneI'. Of the English and Scotch, perhaps one-fourth at least brought mouey or 
other resources with them. Of the Irish, scarcely one-twentieth landed with any thing 
but a scanty provision of clothes and bedding. Those who had not the means of settling 
on land, or who did not, or would not go to Upper Canada or the United States, remained 
as labourers in the principal towns of the Lower province; and wher! the approacb of 
winter at once diminished their sources of employment and increased their wants, they 
became a burt hen on the community. 

It is satisfactory to know, that up to ~he close of the navigation of the St. Lawrence, 
this autumn, only 7,500 emigrants had arrived at Quebec, and that the greater part of these 
were of a better class of pe~ple than those of former years, and better provided with the 
means of subsistence. 

No encouragement or assistance has be~n given by Hi,; Majestis government, to any 
considerable extent at least, for the formatIOn of settlements 10 me Lower provlIlce. to 
which a part of this tide of emigration might be attracte.cl, and permanen~ly fixed there, 
a useful addition to its population. There are no doubt dIsadvantages of climate, but not 
so serious as to P,Tevent. settlers from establisl~jng t~emselves. there, if encoura~ed. J II the 
district of Gaspe, and In the ungranted portI.ons ot the provlllce south of t~e ~t. Lawrence, 
.situations may be found where settlements mIght most advantageously be formed. 
. There are several millions of acres of ungranted crown land still accessible, and 110t 

yielding in quantity 'to any that Upper Canada affords. 
, It is true that more than ten millions of acres of the finest land ill the province have 
long ago been granted to persons, ni[)e~tent.hs of whom a.r~ either absent or dead: or have 
never troubled themselves about pertormmg the condItIOns of seulelJlent. 1 bl~ land, 
however, being now forfeited, and resumable by His J\laj~sty's 2:oV t'!·':illU1t, us soon as Ji: 

shall establish a.sufficient tribunal for effecting the resumptIOn, may faIrly be added to the 
quantity of land disposable for the purposes of settlement. , 

An expenditure of 15,0001. or 20,01)0 I. if granted by His Majesty's government, would 
be sufficient .in the first instance, to commence such a settlement; and thue can be no 
doubt tbat i~ could be effectually begun, and supported at less expense, than was. incurred 
in 1823, in encouraging the emigrations from Ireland to Upper Canada. 

Supposing Gaspe to be chosen as the district ~ithin which the expe~'iment should ~c 
tried, tbe ,settler could at once be placed early JI1 the summer upon hts land; and thI8 
witholl~; any expense of inland tral1~port. 

'In 

R. J. TV. Hortotl, 
Esq. 

113 February 18!l5 
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In the district of Quebec, ~ithin the las~ year, it has bee!l ascertained, that the expense 
of conveying a family of emlgra~~s to a dlstancc of 100 mlle~ up the St .. Lawrence, and 
of furnishinO" them tools and pro'Vlswns, has not pxceeded 10 I. tor each famIly. 

In the district of Gaspe, emigrants IDig~t be landed froID Ireland at the head of the 
bay of Chaleurs, or upon the Ristigo~che fiver, where there is now a land agent appointed 
by the provincial government, to receIve such as m~~ happen to.rellch those shores .. 

The country has bee~ expl,?red b~tween that p~m. and th~ n~e.r St. Lawr~nce, m two 
different directions, chiefly with a view to ascertal~ the pracllcablllty of formtng a road of 
communication in that direction with New Brunswick; and not only has such a commu
nication been found practicable, but the country has beeD ascertained to be generally well 
adapted for agriculture and settlement. . . . 

The formation of a settlement on that lme of commurllcatton would be not only advan
tageous to the district of <?~spe, and easy to be effected, but would be of no sm~\l interest 
and importance to the military defence of Lo~er Can~da and ~ew Brunswick. The 
dis,lrict of Gaspe cont~ins a.lready. a large proportion of IrJS1~ population; and it !s thought 
that a considerable emigration might annually be drawn thither from Ireland, With ad,an
ta€!e to both countries. 
c 'No expectation can at present be entert~in.ed of deriving assistance in s~ch a~ under
taking, in whatever part of Lower Canada It IS commenced, from the coloOlalleglslature, 
as at present constituted. 

In the year 181Q, they granted 2,oool. to assist in the settlement of militia men on 
the crown lands. that sum is now expended in surveys, and the colonial assembly refused 
last winter to make a further grant." 

In J817, the voluntary unregulated emigration was 6,9i6: in 1818, 8,221; in 1819, 
12,90ij in 1820,11,239; in 1821,8,056 ; in 1822, 10,4io; in 1823; 10,258; in 1824, 
75,000; did those come from Ireland ?-Three-fifths of them were Irish, the other two-fifths 
English and Scotch. 

Can you give the Committee an account of the emigration from Ireland to other parts of 
North America ?-I do not imagine that voluntary emigration is carried on there, on any 
extensive scale. • 

'Vhat measures appear to you, as practicable, to assist this voluntary emigration r
I think 1 cannot do better than read the address to Lord Dalhousie, from the Quebec 
emigrant society; which points out very clearly the inconvenience and expense which is 
inC'urred by those voluntary emigrants. 

[17te same rms 1'ead as follows:] 

" To His Excellency Lieut.-General the Earl of Dalhousie, G. c. B. Commander of the 
Forces, &c. &c. &c. 

" THE Members of the Quebec Emigrant Society, an institution which, for several 
years past, has received such essential assistance, as well from the private liberality, as from 
the patronage, influence and authority of your lordship, feel themselves called upon, by 
their sense of gratitude to your lordship, by their regard for the interests of the association, 
by their feeling of the public importance of this charity, and their experience of its ne
cessity, to lay before your lordship, upon the eve of your visiting the mother-country, 
a statement of their application of that Bounty, which was procured by your lordship's 
interest with His Majesty's government at home, and of the repetition of which they have 
been led to indulge the hope; a hope which, as they trust, will not be prejudiced by the 
in&pection to which they now submit the discharge of the duty confided to their hands. 
Your lordship is well aware, that the influx of emigrants disembarking at the port of 
Quebec, has not been lessened, (the number having amounted, in the last season, to 10,258,) 
and that the proportion of these who are unable to proceed further, is by many degrees 
greater than the city can either provide for, in the way of labour, or relieve in the way of 
charity, especially after the commencement of that severe season, which at once diminishes 
,the sources of employment, and increases the wants of the poor. The bounty, therefore, 
of His Majesty's government, of which so laro-e a share was, for the reasons just stated, 
BSsi,gned by your lordship to Quebec, was a ~elief most opportunely bestowed; but the 
society have been far from regardinO' it as a mere transfer of the burthen of charity from the 
shoulders of the citizens, to the res~urces at the command of government; they have felt 
themselves responsible for the application of this bounty, in snch a way as within the range 
of their exertions, should at once produce benefit to the country, and promote the permanent 
adva~tage of the e~!grant, by inciting him to good ha~it~, or ~reserving them. if already 
acqUired, and.by aldmg him in the actual settleme.nt?f hiS family; the operations, there
fore of the society, within the last year, have been distrIbuted under those several heads i..!.. 

" 1st. THE relief of helpless indigence. Among the settlers of the year there have 
bee~ .found, as usual, widows with young chi!dren, an.d sickl.r persons, perhap~ with whole 
families attached to them, either wholly destitute or IDsufficlently proVided with means to 
procure food, c1olhing,.lodging, stores and fuel .. Although t~ese wants. have ~ee,n su.pplied 
~lDder the most economICal arrangements, and With a systematlc calculatIOn of ImprOVidence 
10 tbe persons to be relieved, (to whom therefore, it has been very rarely in the shape of 
mOlley that relief has been extended) this branch of expenditure has amounted to 200 I. 
lid. ~H E pro.viding of work. The society have long made it a rule to extend no mere 
Fbullable relief to any ahle bodied men, and to answer the plea of distress from want of 

employment. 
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, emploj'ment, by furnishing 'employment themselves. During the last season tl.ey have 
continued the sJstelll of employing a number of settlers in breaking stones for the r~ds, 
lind others Jess prepared to endure exposure to the climate, in picking oakum or makmg 
mats. As it was the object of the society to render the acceptance of their offer of work 
a test of real distress, these men were paid according to a scale framed, barely with the view 
to enable them to provide the necessaries of life, and made to vary with the number of 
persons dependent upon the labour of the individual; a man, with nine children under the 
age of labour, receiving 10 S. and a -single man 5s. a week. Spinning and knitting were 
also provided for the women. The necessity, however, ill many cases, of assisting the 
labourer in the first instance, in clothing, with other circumstances, placed it out of tbe 
cal~ulations of tbe society tbat tbey should receive any thing like an adequate return for 
their disbursements; the proportion of which, both to the work perfonued"and the profits 
a~cl'lling, is hereafter stated.-THE third and last branch of· expenditure has .been, that 
of aiding the settlelllf:'nt of emigrants. A selection having' been made from among the 
labourers in' the society's employ, of men of good character and steady habits; and the 
n'ecessary arrangements having been {'xecuted with Captain Chandler, seignior of Nicolet~ 
and Mr. Jusherean Du Chenay, seignior of Fanpambault, with an appropriation of the 
average sum of lol. for each of thirteen families at the former place, and the same average 
sum; with a deduction for the difference in the expense of transport, for each of six families 
at the latter, to be expended under the direction of committees, in tools, provisions and 
other necessaries. The society have thus put it into the power of large families to take 
their portion of the wilderness to be converted into a scene of culture and habitation; and 
to lay the foundation of comfort and independence for themselves and their posterity. It 
remains only, that the society profess ollce more tbeir lively sellse of obligation to your 
lordship, and their dispositiou to engage with alacrity, under the auspices of your lordship, 
in the repetition of their task, should they be chosen again as the channel for conveyiqg 
that bounty of His Majesty's government, for which there is all appeara1lce that the cE41l 
will yet continue to be urgent." 

" STATEMENT: 
Dr 1823 _ _ - and - - 1824. Cr 

TO Expenses in placing 13 fa-1 
mi:ies of Emigrants on lands, at 
lot. each f,.mily, at the seignory! 

f.. 6. d. BY Amount IJlaced at the disposal of the 

of r\icolet - - - -
To - ditto - six families, at Fan-} 

pambault - - - -
To Disbursements in the relief on 

helpless indigent Emigrant~ f 
Disb~rsements of the work como} 

mlttee - - - -
Paid for pas;;ages of Ellligralltsl 
' forw3.rded, to their friends in 

the inte. rior of the country, and

J 
of widowil and families who 
have returned to Ireland ~ 

130 

15 

200 

300 

6B - -

£.7 13 
To . Balance in favour of the} _ 2i:l~ 10 
, Quebec Emigrant Society 

£.995 to 

Emigrant Society of Quebec, from the bounty 
of His Majesty's Government; viz. 

£.750 sterling, equal to currency 
By value of Stone broken by } 

Emigrants - - -
By ValUE! of Oakum, picked, and} 

Mats - - - -

£. s. d, 
833 6. 8 

103 10 5 

- ~ - - - £. 995 10 1.' 

: I would observe here, that it is of extreme importance with respect to emigration, that the 
emigrants should have enough to start them fairly in their new country; if not, they neces 
sarily become a burthen to the community, and if the Committee were to examine Lord 

. Dal,housie upon the subject, he would state ~is opinion of t.he n~cessity of affording some 
80rt of actoal local superintende~ce over thiS system, of ellllgratlOn .. It ha~ been adopted 
~ith respect to militMY settlers With the gre~test pOSSible advantage? It may I~ some degree 
lncrease the expense. I allude to the estabilshment of a sort of police superintendence, to 
take care that the people execute the p~rposes for w~ich all this benefit h~s been c~nfer!'ed 
upon them, and theretore under those circumstances It would be necessary 10 any emigration 
i.rom Ireland, that this point should be perfectly understood by the parties going out. 
, Are you aware thl;1t the price of the passage has been raised consid~ra~ly, in consequence 

of the passing of the Act of the 4th of George the 4th, for regulatlllg the carrymg of 
passengers ?-I imagine that imposing certain duties upon those who take the emigrants, 
lJecessarily involves more expense 

Wasoot that Act pl'incip,aIly framed with respe~t t~ the carrying o~ passengers to:New 
South Wales ?-I think. I can venture to say not; It did not proceed from the departDl.ent 
t? which I belong, and I am not acquainted with it. in any other than a, gener~lpuint of 
~Iew; but 00 applicatiolJ was ever made to the colomal department upo~, the subJe~t. 

: Are you awa,r.~ t~at, lly the elevent~ clause, the o,,:ner of a ves~el.gQtng ~I(om Ireland·.j;9 
America is required to carry a certain store of proviSIons, at 8 certalq,l'ate tor eacA p,erliqnl 
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anu that those provisions consist of bread and beef, pork, fiour;&c. 1-Yes, I am aware of. 
that, from having read the Act.. . . . . . 

And that there are other regulations, that necessanly Impose a consIderable expense upon. 
the owner of the shi p 1-Yes. .. . . .. '., 

_______ Are you llware of any reasons that extS'ted for ~nterfenng WIth this trade, to the extent. 
that it has been interfered with, by this Act of Parhament?-I am certainly aware that much· 
pra;ctical inconvenience has resulted from the llnreg~l~ted manner in which that transport· 
of emigrants was carried on, but I cannot speak posItively to the details of an Act with. 

R. J. W. Horton, 
Esq. 
~ 
1I3 February 18~5. which I am only partially acquainted... . . 

Has it ever occurred to you, that offices might be opened In Ireland, to give information 
to emigrants wishing to go out, with respect.to Ca~a~a, which I?ight also go to the extent. 
of securing them a reception in C.an.ada, alld provJ(\lDg a ~oca~lOn for them ?-llhink it is 
extremely necessary that the two dlRtlDcl characters of eml&,ratlon.sbould be kept separate;. 
I mean that sort of emigration which the government may direct, and to which .the national. 
money may be applied, for. the purpose of .relievi.ng parts of Ireland where the p?pul~tion 
is considered to be redundant; and regulatlOns With respect to any voluntary elUlgratlOns, 
because probably those emigrants will be found to be of a v~~y differeDt character, and to. 
include very different classes of persons; and the same politICal reasons may not make it 
desirable to encourage the one so much as the other. Nothing would be more easy. than
to establish regular communications between committees appointed in Ireland and com
mittees at Quebec, to regulate that species of voluntary emigration to which the minute. 
I have just put in from the Quebec Emigrant Society especially alludes; in fact the existence 
of the Quebec Emigrant Society shows at once that there is a body of persons who would be 
ready to communicate and to cany into effect any mutual arrangements of that nature. ~ 

Was not the subject of emigration taken up originally with the view of relieving English 
parishes ?-Not by the government; but I had turned my attention as an individual to the 
lIubject, at a time wht!n it was presumed that there was a redundant population in this 
country, in the same sense which I apply the expression to Ireland, and I beg leave to 
guard myself most cautiously against being supposed to mean that in any other sense the 
population is redundant, because I am perfectly satisfied that Ireland might contain six 
times the number of her present inhabitants, without involving necessarily the consequence 
of such a redundancy; I apply the word in the sense that. there is a disproportion of the 
supply of labour to the demand, the former bein6 in too great abundance. f consider that 
the introduction of capital would have the most satistactory tendency to absorb that 
redundance, but that capital would be more conveniently introduced after the absorption of 
part of the redundant population, by the means of a well regulated emigration. I should 
wish to take this opportunity of adverting to the satisfaction which has been unequivocally 
expressed by the emigrants, at the change in their situation, and which appears in the 
,trongest manner from the letters which they have nddressed to their friends in Ireland. 

Have you any of those letters in your possession ?-I should feel some hesitation ill la~'ing 
them before the Committee as public documents, as the letters are strictly private. 

Has it ever occurred to you, that the efficiency of any advance or grant made by govern
ment, might be greatly extended by introducing the plan in Ireland, that individuals, for 
instance landlords, if they wished to promote the emigration of people off their estates, 
should contribute a part of the expense ?-l feel perfectly convinced that unless the land
lords of Ireland are completely concurrent in such a measure, it could not by possibility 
produce any good effect; on the other hand, those who are encouraged to emigrate, should 
be satisfied that the me,lsure is specially intended for their benefit and interests, and not 
a mere system of removal under the autbority of government. I do not however presume 
to offer any detailed opinion on this subjeltt, upon which the Committee are so much more 
competent to judge th:m I can be, \Vith reference to what was slated in ~he flouse Qf 
Commons last night, with respect to the subdivi3ion of farms, 1 had a letter the other day 
f~'om Ireland, respecling a farm of two hundred and seventy acres, that w.a.s let on a lease of 
lIVes at 200 I. per annum, and that lease is now dependent upon the Me of an old lildy; 
the property is valued at 3001. per annum, and on those two .hundred and seventy: acres" 
there are now one hundred families' of course; instances of thiS sort must be cOl1tmuaUy, 
occ:urring; now in such a case as tl;is what is to be done with that 100 families, when 
the lease is out? I shol,lld say that th;re would be a . legitimate application of a I'ystem of. 
emigration, and upon that point, 1 conceive the circumstances of this emigration will.show 
there is a certain remedy; whether the expense whicb is necessary is worth while to be. 
jn~urred,is another question, but I think it is clear there is a certain remedy. 

,.y ould there be. any .objection, as you have stated ~hat 30-,0001. ~s to. be granted this session 
~or the purpose ~f emigration, to trying the .e.xpel'lment ID the first IDsta~ce, of elld~vo~r_ 
109 to obtalO emIgrants, by making- ita condItIon that there should be a pnvate contn bU\IOR 
of so many pounds a head, on co~dition of government paying the remaining expense 1-
1 should certainly think it would be. infinitely better not to couple the emigration of tbe. 
present year witli any regulation of that sort; I consider the emigration of the years 1823' 
and 182~ as strictly justifiable in the character .of a national experiment· If the attention 
of the .gentlemen of . .Ireland be turned to the incorporation of any local system in Ireland. 
with .this system, of course the whole measure .may be materially improved. 

You state that this farm, on which there are now 100 families, will be worth 300 I. a year; 
Bnd you also stated, there were 100 families which would be to be removed ?-1 mean 
a proportion of them. 

Do 
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Do you thi~k it c01~ld possibly answer the purpose of a landlord, at the expense of 20 I. 
per indivi~ual, to relieve himself of those persons ?-I should think most decidedly not. 

Suppose he.could remove them at 5t. each ?-That is a question requiring 80 much local 
Imowledge, that I would not presume to give an opinion. ' 

You have stated the result of the experiment, as it took place in Canada; do you know 
at all any of the effects which it has produced in the part of Ireland from whence those per
sons wen: re!noved ?-:---l have been distinctly informed, that positive practical good effect 
has resulted m the district in Ireland from which this very small emigration proceeded. 
Wha~ was that ?istrict ?-In the county of Cork; and I have heard it stated. that the 

turn wh!ch the subJect of emigration gave to the public feeling, and the anxiety that the 
population had to avail themselves of it, has produced positive prac'tical good; those who 
~ave local knowledge, will be likely to give better information. 

Do you think that at the rate of 20l. a man, it would be possible for the government to 
send e~ough persons out of Ireland to have any material effect upon the superabundant 
populatIOn ?f the country?-I beg leave to state most cautiously, that in giving an answer 
to this q.uestlOn" I am only giving an individual opinion, and not in the slightest degree 
pr~t~ndlOg to gl~e the opinion ,of the government; perhaps I might even say, that my 
opmlons may differ very matel'lally f!'Om other persons who lllay have considered this 
question. I certainly am inclined to tbink, from all the information which I ha\'e been able 
to acquire, that there are districts in Ireland, in which the abstraction of 200,000 unem
plo) ed persons (aud person5i who, whatever may be their conduct in Ireland under their exist
~ng circu~nstances, would be likely to make very goou emigrants) would be attended with the 
best possible results, I feel more satisfied myself of tbe possible auvantages to be derived 
from the removal of such persons, than as to the question how far tbe expense, in a national 
point of view, can be justified; Lut 1 take the liberty of observing here, tbat the expense 
is by no means thrown away in a national point of view, because I\'C must take into·,oUl· 
con5ideration the improvement wbich the colonies are to rlerive from the presence of these 
persons, and from the cultivation of their waste lands, and the consequent general increase 
of national wealth which would be there produced, where especially no evil would result 
from any further increase of population, 

You have stated, that the 511 pcrabundance of population in Jreland is merely relative; 
do not you think that the applying the four millions, which it would cost to export those 
two hundred thousand persons, as capital in Ireland, would give them sufficient employment, 
so as not to make them superabundant population in Ireland ?-If J am asked that question, 
1 certainly am of opinion that grcatpr advantages wouid, as I have already stated, take 
place from the int!'Oduction of capital, after a certain proportion of the population had been 
taken away; I do not at all mean to say. that I contemplate for a moment that all the 
reuundant population, in the sense in which 1 employ that term, can be removed, but I 
think the removal of a part would give a greater effect to the introduction of capital. The 
question is, how are you to employ this capital ?-I must presume, that capital would 
naturally flow into Ireland, if there was a chance of that capital producing a beneficial 
return, and therefore till I am informed iu what manner it is proposed to employ four 
millions, in the introduction of capital to put this population in employment, 1 can hardly 
be expected to give an answer to the question; and I again repeat, that I must presume, 
that if there was a conviction that capital could be beneficially employed, it would flow into 
Ireland without any operation on the part of government. 
, When you say, that the abstraction of a certain portion of this redundant population 

would be a good preparation for the employment of capital in Ireland; do 'you mean, that 
it would produce an increase of tranquillity, which would tend to encourage persons to send 
their capital into Ireland ?-Entirely so; 1 mean, that those districts which now, I presume, 
to be in a state of disquiet from the superabundance of their population, would Le partially 
tranquillized, and then the introuuctiou of capital might absorb the whole r~dundalJt pop~
lation, and the natural result of an employed population would ,en~ue, It IS necessary. In 

calculating the expense which buS been alluded to, as compareet wuh the wages of labour 
in Ireland, to take into consideration the ad\'antages which are to arise to the country in 
a national point of view, from the remov~1 C?f those emigrants. '\V'e,ha\'e colonies requil'in~ 
population, which feel every hour that I~ IS the want of p(wulatlo~ that ,prevents thell' 
J,'esources f!'Om coming into play, and which are ready to recelv~ thl~ particular class of 
population, which it is contemplated to send them; aud [ should Imagme, that so far from 
the expense of that four millions being lost to the country,. if t~'~cetl accurat~ly ,for a series 
of years, this capital would be found. to have reprodnced Itself In t~le c?ioOJes m t~e most 
beneficial manner; it would unquestIOnably be a present outlay of capItal, but ultImately 
there would be DO loss incurred. 
~ Have you ever endeavoured to ascertain, what i~ the proportion of~h~ Unemp!0y,ed popu
lation of the country to the Emr!oyed ?-I c~rtalOly have ,h~ard, wltlun a yery few hours, 
an estimate made of the wages of labour; mIght not one IOter the proportIon between the 
employed and unemployed, from an examination as to t~~ ~~ount of wages of}abour,? what 
is it· that furnishes the amount of the wages of labour, It It IS not the proportion which the 
demand for labour bears to the supply. . . 

Can you in any way form a conjecture as, ~o the relati'Ve proporti,ons o~ the employed,and 
unewployedpopulation ?-I would say certamly not, except thal It vanes most materially 
in ditki'ent districts • 
• CaD you in any Ol~e district 'lay what you consider the protlol'tion to be ?-I should nothat 
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the·present mom~n ... be able to give that sort ,of answer which I should wish to give to the 
,question, but 1 dllnk 1 have data enough to give that answer. 

Would it not be, a very material in~redient, for the purp~se yO? have mentioned, of seeing 
what number of persons should be withdrawn, to know either m the general or particular 
districts what is the proportion at this moment between the employed and unemployed, is 
not that a. necessary foundation for the opinions you are forming 1-:-1 should .presume the 
gentlel!len acquainted with the ~outhern d~stric~s0.f Ireland, w,ould b~ competent t(> give an 
immediate answer to that question; 1. beheve It IS matter ot notorIety that ,much of this 
population are out of employ, or at least so partially em~loyed as not to execute any degree 
of bona fide labour; and 1 imagine that this naturally aJ'lSes fr~m the little temptation there 
is to employment, from wages, or in other words, from the disproportion of the supply of 
labour to the real demand. ' 

Have you been abl~ to l~.scertain what are the description of ,persons who ~ave chiefly 
"'one away in the emigrations that have taken placer-I have In my possession a letter 
Prom the superintendent in Canada~ resrecting t1~e circumstallce~ a~ld the character of the 
emigration, and the mallner of thetr bemg practically located; It IS necessary to remark 
here, that it was said that this emigration was not limited to the poor; whereas in fact it 
",as limited to persons utterly without any capital. 

Are the persons who have emigrated of that description of persons who could not find 
employment at home ?-The superintendent was directed specially to select such persolJ~, 
and he is here to give more detailed information than I can give. 

'Vou)J not this money that is to be expended in carrying out of emigrants to Canada, 
be just as much a forced application of capital as if the money so devoted were to be 
employed in carrying on manufactures?-Undoubtedly. 

If the capital was employed in manufactures, it would be reproducti,,€, would it not, pro
'Tided it was employed beneficially ?-Unquestionably. 

As it is proposed to employ it, it is not totally thrown away ?-l endeavoured to explain 
to the Committee that I conceived it to be impossible in a national sense, if you choose 
to consider the interest of your colonies as the interest of your empire, to incur an expense 
more beneficial, or with greater probability of reproduction, than to layout four millions to 
locate men, and to cultivate the waste lands of the pJ'Ovinces of Canada; 1 mean, that the 
result of that cultivation would be in the highest degree productive, a 01'1 if you look at 
ulterior results, would amply justify the measure in a mere financial point of view, although 
ill the first instance it is necessarily attended with an outlay of capital. As to an estimate 
of the comparative advantage of employing capital in manufactures in Ireland, or employing 
it in transporting the redundant population to cultivate the waste lands of Canada, I have 
no means of giving a distinct answer, except that I presume if there was any probability of 
a beneficial result, that individuals would, without the assistance of the government, embark 
their capital, and absorb the population by employing them in Ireland. 

Do you conceive there is rather an aversion on the part of individuals, to employ capital 
that might be beneficially vested in Ireland, that there is a kind of prejudice that could be 
overcome by government ?-With respect to those districts of Ireland which might bene
ficially absorb the population, there must be an effect produced by the agitated state of 
those districts; and 1 am of opinion, that it goes much further than it ought to go, and 
'I have no doubt it does; it does produce a great effect: but I have stated it as my opinion, 
that in those particular districts where capital might be most beneficially introduced, and 
where the remaining part of the population might be employed, the removal of a certain 
number of them by emigration would be a very valuable preliminary step. 

Do not you think, that when any number of persons are removed from those particular 
districts, the vacuum created by their removal will be immediately filled up by labourers
from other districts, who at present travel over to England for employment, going into those 
districts ?-I would answer, that undoubtedly the effect of removiug a portion of the popu
lation from a particular district would be to receive any redundancy from other districts; 
and therefore I do not, for one moment, mean to say, that emigration, carried on on a small 
scale, can produce any material effect; but I also beg leave to· .express an opinion. that 
unless this measure of emigration be coupled with local measures I~ Ireland, to prevent that 
tendency of the population to increase as it has done, that I conceive, though It would be 
a useful palliative, as a measure of ultimate benefit, it would be very much diminished in its 
effect; but it would be highly useful, as a measure concurrent with such measures as it is 
the province of this Committee specially to consider, and certainly tbe attention of the 
public and the government seem now most distinctly turned to the subject, and if this 
measure of emigration were coupled with that, it would produce the most satisfactory 
result. 

Do not you think, the almost inevitable consequence of a greatly increased extent ot 
population in Canada, wquld be the acceleration of that period at which Canada will be 
separated from this country, and become one of the United States?-As a matter of opinion, 
~ an individual, I am entirely of a contrary opinion, I think that nothing would tend to 
produce a contrary effect, so much as an increase of that population. 

How is that opinion reconcileable with the fact ot several of the United States having 
oecome more and more attached to the constitution of the United States, and more 
~Iienate.d from England, during the' American war; and more dis~osed to separation in 
p~portlon as they'were more peopled, and less disposed to separation as they were more 
Ibmly peopled (-I should consider that that WIIS coupling presumed cause and effect, which 
are not necessarily connected; I cannot attribute it to the mere extent of population ; 

. I cannol 
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I 'Calli ot suppose, with regard to the province of Canada, that the ,increase of population N° 1 t. 
by which they would be removed from a state in which they felt much distress, to a state· Extracts from 
\~'here. they felt comparative comfort" could be calculated to dispose them to a separation Evidence on the 
trom the mother country, as long as they enjoyed those advantages.. State of Ireland. 

'Vould they not be disposed, in proportion as they became more. populous and more 
powerful, to rely rather on themselves than on this country, or any other?-That lets in 
n must important question, to which I should be very sorry to give any answer; I can only 
say, t~at I see no ~'eason in principle, why a well-governed and well-administered colony is 
to deSIre a separatIOn hom the mother country; if it be the necessary tendency of a colony 
to do so, that is another question., 

H~ve.you had any propo~ition laid before you, wjth a view to establishing a Steam Com
munl<:auon between Ireland and America, which might tend to facilitate the emigration of 
~11e Insh people to America ?-A proposition was made to Lord Bathurst upon that subject; 
III an~wer to \V hich his lordship expressed his disposition to encourage it, and his general 
approbation of the application of that system. 

You conceive that if that ex periment were tried, the facilities of emigration from the 
sQuthern and western parts of Ireland would. be considerably augmented 1-1 consider as 
a matter of course, that it must increase such facility, and particularly as being calculated 
to diminish the expenses of the passage. 

The communications you have received from the emigrants in America, have led you to 
apprehend that they are satisfied with their condition there ?-Undoubtedly, at the last 
J)~riod at which we have received communications from that country. 

From the communications you have received, are yuu aware, if the political state of those 
colonies, the system of government, and the administration of the laws there, have been 
such as to gratify tt:e emigrants, and to make them feel an assurance of a tranquil and 
happy settlemellt in those culonies ?-Undoubtedly; the uniform expression of satisfaction 
which has been received from the emigrants, would, in fact, answer that question. There 
were local disturbances with respect to those Irish emigrants, but they passed away, and 
have led to no unpleasant results. 

Have any observations been made in those communications, with respect to the state of 
the administration in the colonies, as far as relates to religion; with respect to religious 
distinctions, or the absence of religious distinctions (-Undoubtedly, observations have been 
made upon that subject, as contrasted with their position in Ireland. 

Those observations have been made, expressing the satisfaction of the emigrants at being 
placed in a country where there are no religious distinctions ?-The emigrants have 
undoubtedly expressed their sense of the contrast between their present position and their 
position in Ireland, ill which, among other statements, reference has been made to the 
religious distinctions. 

Then the Committee are to understand, that there are no distinctions of civil rights, in 
consequence of religion ill that country ?-No distinction of civil rights. 

From the accounts you have received of the conduct of emigrants in Canada, it has been 
quite satisfactory?-On the whole, entirely so. 

And you conceive that great benefit has arisen to the colony, from the emigration from 
'lreland ?-It would be impossible to say that, on so small a scale, great benefit has been 
e Kperienced. . 

Has benefit been experienced to the extent to which it has been carried on r-I have 
reason to believe that it is felt in the colony, that that emigration has been beneficial, and 
·has a tendency to be beneficial, and that it would be beneficially carried on to a greater extent. 

Have you had any communication fi'om the colony of New South Wales, with regard to 
the conduct and character of the Irish convicts in that place ?-I believe, upon a former 
examination, I stated, with reference to a passage in Commissioner Bigge's repurt, the good 
conduct of the Irish convicts. 
, The statement you made was, that the convicts embarked in Ireland were found more 

.obedient, and more sensible of kind treatment during the passage, than any other class; 
you have had no evidence subsequent to that, to alter the statement you made ?-Cer-
tainly not. . ' 

Is the Catholic church more the established church In Lower Canada than the church of 
Ella-land is?-The Roman Cathclic may be considered as a cnncurrent religion; it ii; 
an ~cknowledged and recognized religion there, and it does not lead to civil disfranchise
ment; but the Protestant religion is the religion by law established in Lower Canada, under 
Jthe Quebec Act, the Act of 1791 . 

. Is not the Roman Catholic religion provided for by an establishment from the state In 

Lower Canada?-Yes. 
Is there any establishment for the Protestant religion ?-Yes. 

, Then they are .both on the same footing ?-Th~~ are both provi~~d for. 
Is there any difference in the amount of provlslon?-The proVlslo~ for. the Protestant 

religion is a reservation of the land for the Protestant clergy; but, III pomt of fact, the 
-greater part of that property at present, owing to want of population, is not productive, and 
·vields 'Very little revenue. 

In what mode is the Catholic establishment provided for r-Large grants of land, but 
not under the same Act: they existed previously. '. . . 

Is the portion ofland set aside for theCathohc clergymen more productlve than that set 
·aside for the Protestant1-I should thinkit was decidedly so, because it has been-longer in 
-occupa!ioo • 
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There are DO tithes paid to either ?-No; throughout America there is a substitutioll 
~~~ .. 

Do not the Catholic clergy in Lower Canada, receive some tax from the land in lieu of 
tithe?-Yes, they do. . 
, Do the Protestant clergy also?-The provision for the Protestant clergy was a reserva
tion of the seventh of all land granted after the period of the passing of the law; that is in 
fact the fund for the support of the Protestant clergy; but ti'om the want of population 
there, the proceeds have been very small indeed. 

Then the state of it is this, UpOIl the aeces.sion of Lo~er ~anada, the old establishment, 
which had beell made for the Roman Catholics, was lett With the Roman Catholics '. and 
a future provision was made for the Protestant church, which was to be effect:d by 
resen'ing a certain portion of the land ?-Yes. , 

Is not this plan, that is now ill contemplation, of paying 30,000 I. this year, for the 
purpose of emigration, to be considered altogether. as an ex'periment ?-As far as 1 may 
presume to express the opinions of the government, I con~ider it entirely in the light of an 
experiment; and that it is not likely to be carried on Without some concurrence on the 
part of the Irish nation in facilitating it, in which case it would be a question how far 
government would give assistance to it. 

lt is not the intention of government to persevere in an annual grant for free emigra
tion i-No snch intention is entertained or matured in any degree. A question was put to 
me by a right honourable Member of this Committee, with respect to the opinion 1 may 
entertain as tu the relative number of the employed and unemployed poor in those districts 
of Ireland, where 1 conceived, from the information I have received, there was a I'edundant 
popidation in the sense I affixed to the word; I wish to explain, that a direct answer to that 
question would not clear up the point, because it is not only the unemployed and the em
l)loycd tbat are to be reckoned, but the partially employed; I am not merely alluding to 
persons ill absolute idleness, but I am alluding to those persons for whose labour there is ljO 

little demand, and {.'onsequently who receive such low rate of wages, that they do not 
exercise the full quantum of labour that their physical strength would enable them to do. 
The wages of labuur are lower ill proportion to the redundancy; and the object I look to is 
this, the resturation of sllch a proportiun between the demand for employment and the 
supply of it, as will emble tbe labourer to receive full and adequate wages. \Vith reference 
to what I have said with respect to the introduction of capital, such introduction will be cal
culated to produce the same tfr~ct; but 1 conceive, from the information that has reached 
me, that capital alone would hardly accomplish it, without (in some in::-tances) the previou!J 
removal of a portion of the population. 

You were employed as superintendent of the emigration of last year from Ireland 1-
I was. 

Can you explain, shortly to the Committee, the manner in which that was carried on 
with respect to collecting the emigrants and sending them from Ireland r-That is already 
set. forth in my report, which will be laid before the Commiuee. 

'What description of persons did you take out ?-I endeavoured to get small fanners who 
had been dispossessed of their lands, and particularly such persons as had been brought up 
i,o habits :of agriculture. 

Did you find a readiness in Jreland to enter into the scheme:-\Vhen I first made the 
terms public upon which the government would send settlers to Canada, they were received 
with a good deal of jealousy by the people, who seemed to consider it .1 plan of the govern
ment to get rid of them, .-ather than to relieve them, and this they expressed to me very 
freely. However, after some time, they were more ready to come forward; and upon their 
meeting with a few of their friends who had been in Canada, discharged soldiers and ot.hers. 
~"ho could explain to them the situation of the country, and the certainty there was of 
tb.eir getting employment, and finding the information they. got in this ~vay to correspond 
Wllh what I had already told them, they soon ber;all to thmk more. senously of my pro-
posals, ~nd to come forward to accept of them. This feeling to eml~rate spread rapIdly. 
and [ found no difficulty in getting nny number I chose. The emigrants l took, were 
selected from the persons who were recommended to me by the princiral noblem~n and 
~e~tlemen of the country, as being absolutely paupers, and such as It was partIcularly 
deSirous to get rid of. 

Could you have procured in any more emigrants, if you had h~d the means o~ carry.ing them 
put}-:-A vast many more, 1 am certain; as they ~ame a.long stde of t.he ship. 1\1 numbers, 
unlll the hour we sailed, and were always much dlsappomted at not ~elDg received. 

What description of provisions were found in .t~e vessels for them r-Beef, pork, oatmeal, 
cocoa, cheese, butter and biscuit the usual prOVISions for seamen; and an allowance of tea 
and sugar for the women. ' 
~ ere. th~ emigrants satisfied at their situation when they arrived at the place of their 

clestmatlOn ~-Very much so, indeed .. Fortunately, the autumn was unusually pleasant and 
free from raID, and they suffered less from exposure than could have been expected, or than 
they w.ould ~lave done earlier in season; and, arriving late, there were. neither flies nor 
m~squltof!S III the woods to annoy them. They were 6r&t encamped In the immediate 
n~lghbourhood of persons who bad been placed on their lands three years before, aDd many 
;ot these their own countrymen, so that they bad an opportunity of seeing how far advanced 
and how comfortable they were, after three or four years residence in the country; IIlld 

thi. 
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t&i~ seemed to encourage then very much. In justice to these poor people, I should 
remark, that during the three months I was with them in the forest, there was neither 
constable or magistrate within twenty miles of us, and that they at all times showed the 
greatest readiness to olley me i.n every thing; and I never met with people more gratefu,l 
for any little acts of kindness. 

Did it appear to you, that they would be able to provide for themselves after the first 
year w8:s, expir~d, during which they wer~ supported by government ?-They will be able 
to provloe Indian (;orn and potatoes suffiCient, and the latter supplies the place of oatmeal; 
and ,thos.e who have an opportunity of working out during the harvest, may supply them
selves with wheaten bread; of potatoes, they will have an abundance. The cow, given to 
them by the government, will also add much to their comfort . 

. Does it occur to you, that the expense could be in &ny way reduced, that was incurred 
last .y~ar?-No, it does not; .except in the shipping, or a reduction on the price of 
provISIons. 

Was the shipping provided by the Navy Board ?-It was. 
Did the emigrants approve of the plan of provisioning them ?-They made not the least 

objection to it, although many of the articles they bad not been accustomed to, were no' 
made use of by them; and they would, I think, have been better pleased with oatmeal, or 
what they bad been more Died to, in lieu of such; and it might be better for their health. 

Would not the providing them with their customary tood of oatmeal, potatoes and other 
provision, have rendered the expense much less than it actually was 1-1 do not think it 
would lessen it much; for, on reference to the expense, it will be found that it hardly 
exceeds a shilling a day. ,upon the average, for each person. 

Are you aware, that the regular stock of provisions that a voluntary emigrant lays in; 
consisting of potatoes, meal, butter and bacon, for 60 days, can be purchased, and is 
purchased, tor 30s. 1-1 am not aware of it &ufficiently to say that it is so; I have heard ,ft 
mentioned. Although it may be, that a sufficient stock of provisions can be purchased for 
that sum, at the present prices, in Ireland. 

And that, in point of fact, the voluntary emigrants, that obtain assistance through their 
friends, lay in their stock of provision even at a much lower rate than that?~No, 1 am not 
aware of that. 

In your letter to Mr. Horton, describing the passage out, you mentioned that there waS 
arrow root provided for the cltildren ?-There was, a., medical stores. 

And there was cheese provided,. and plum puddings, for the men 1-The usual allowance 
to seamen. 

Did the emigrants object to this provision, and refuse to eat it ?-They invariably refused 
cheese on board of the ship I was; and it \Ta'> some time before they could be prevaUed 
upon to taste the cocoa. 

Have you examined into the subject of the voluntary .emigration from Ireland to 
America i-I have. 

Does it occur to you that any facilities can be adopted, to render that more easy or more 
eheap than it is at present carried on ?-I know of none so effectual as that of affording 
them assistance, by ~iving them provisions for the first year they are placed upon their 
lands. There is no difficulty in procuring the land, or in getting to it. 

Are the communications that you are acquainted with, that have been made by the 
emigrants after arriving in America, to their friends in Ireland, expressive of contentment 
and satisfaction with the change of their condition I-They are very generally so. ' 

In the commencement of this undertaking, whilst you were in Ireland, did you obtain 
any assistance from the Roman Catholic clergy in carrying the plan into effect 1-1 did, 
from several. ""TaS that assistance frankly and unreservedly given to you ?-Quite so, both from 
Mr. O'Brien at Newmarket, and Mr. Jones at Mallow . 

. Do yo~ conceive t~at your plan wa? likel~ to have suc~eeded, if you had not ~et wit~ 
that: cordial co-operatIOn on the part of the homan Catboltc clergy 1-1 should thlllk not.; 
th~ effect their influence might have had if exerted against me upon the minds of the 
people, who were still suspicious that aI~ was not rig~t, was evi~ent; from the circumstanc~ 
~f my refusi~g ,a man who offered to emIgrate froI:ll .fiarahy, (being a Protestant) the Calho,:" 
lIes thought It a plan to entrap them only~ and not one persun cam~ afterwards from Farahy, 
a.nd but one from Kildorney, although before that I had many appltc;ants from both place~. 

Was there any ex planation gi ven of yo.ur inten~ions, and the intenti~ns of government, 
through the medium of the Roman CatholIc clergy 10 the Roman CatholIc chapels 1-1 was 
assured there was, both at Mallow and Newmarket. . 

You mentioned that the persons who in the first instance applied were farmers ?-I did, 
bothlilrmers and,mechanics. " 

Did you get many persons of that description ?-Many; iu the south of Ireland abllost 
eveFY man maybe called a farmer. 
We~e the persons tbat you got unemployed generally?-I endeavoured to get. personlJ 

witho\1t.cU).ployment, absolute paupers; and I was always assured by tbegentlemen 
r~(:oOl1Jleftdj;ngtbelDthat they were such. ,. . . 
y~ mean persons who held no land at all ?--Who held no land. . 
Did any considerable proportion of those who went consist ot persons who were. In 

habits of indust!y, or qf persons who were employed at bome ?-Tbe greater proportion 
U u 4 had 
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had been partially employed at home, living on' one acre or two acres, and amon a these were 
found weavers, blacksmith;;, and other tradesmen who cultivated a few acre& each. 

Are the Committee to understand that a great proportion of tho~e who went abroAd 
were persons of industrious habits at home?-A great proportion were industrious and 
anxious to be employed. , 

They are no <.loubt a valuable aceession to the colony; but do not you conceive that those 
persons were valuable and useful members of society at home ?-If they were employed. 

Did you understand that those peJ's~ns had employment at home ?-.Ollly partially; 'ho~e 
persons prob~bly were employed durlOg the ,harvest or the season for planting potatoes, 
but the remainder of the year they were strolling about unemployed. 
, How long is it since you have been in Canada ?-I left C'lnacla in February last. 

Those people were located in June 1823?-ln November 1823. 
Have you seen any of them since ~he su~mer of 1824 ?-I le,ft them ,last February; the 

rurgeon who attended the settlers arrived a few. days aso; be Jett them, III November, 
Can you state what progress had been made III c1carmg ground, and 10 procurinO' supplies 

for themselves ?-Some of those who had boys to assist them had last slimmer ~en acre~ 
cleared and in crop, and the remainder had on an average four acres; this M ... Reade tbe 
surgeon has assured me. 

Were the four acres completely cleared ?-As eompletely cleared as is usual in a ne-w 
country; not the stumps taken out, but sufficiently cleared to produce a crop. 
, Was there every probability of their being able to produce a sufficiency to maintain 

themselves and tlwir families ?-I should think there was no doubt of it. 
Some of those who emigrated were persons who occupied a small portion of land, an acre 

or half an acre ?-Many of them did. 
How did they dispose of their lano when they emigrated ?-Jt was common to find two 

or three families living in a cabin, and one of these I understood generally sold his share 
of the crop to the others. 

Do YllU think that in any cases they sold to other persons the small bit of lanrl whioh 
they occupied ?-In a few instances, probably, they may have sold their right to a garden, 
as it is called, merely a potatoe garden. 

Should you say that the class of persons who emigrate<.l were the most iQclustrious and 
the most intelligent, 01' the least so, of those that you saw ill the country?-The lower 
class in Ireland are very much alike in tlwir habits and intelligence; J found them much 
more intelligent than 1 expected; most of them could write and calculate their allowance 
of rations to the eighth part of an ounce; in that way they were quite intelligent. 

Were there any mechanics among them ?-There were many. 
Have you been in Ireland since your return from Canada 1-1 have. 
Have you taken any steps to forward the emigration of this year ?-1 have. 
Have you made any promises to any persons to take them ?-I have, to silf.teen hundred 

persons. 
, Are the Committee to understand that they have disposed of any property they might 
have, upon a full understanding that they art: to go ?-Unquestionably; 1 have no doubt 
they have. " 

During your residence in Canada, did you ever hear the subject of religious difi'er,ences 
mentioned by the emigrants ?-It was frequently spoken of. , " . 

Do you conceive that the absence of religious differences in Canada tends to make them 
more happy and satisfied with their lot than in their own country 1-1 am very certainit 
does; 

Of what religious persuasion were the persons you took out 1-ln the 568, 1 think there 
were but ten Protestants; the remainder were Roman Catholics. 

,\\T ere those people obedient and well-conducted upon their passage ?-Quite so, on 
board of the ship 1 was. 

Has there been any disturbance among them since they were settled in Canada ?-There 
was, since I left them.' On the 2:}d of April last, the militia were called out to a general 
muster 01' train~ng, and among the rest the Irish s~ttlers. Thi~ meeting unforlunatel,r took 
place ,near an 100, kept by a man named MornsA who prevl~usly had rendered himself 
,obnOXIOUs to the settlers; and in consequence of some expr~ssJOns made use of by ,the old 
settlers, who were jealous that those men from the south of Ireland, who, they saId, had 
?o~e n~thing to entitle themselves to any bounty f~om the govern~ent, further than keep
~ng theIr own country disturbed, should be more hberally dealt wllh than they had been. 
A breach of the peace ensued, shQrtlyafter, a warrant was issued to appreheud the persons 
who had committed the assauit· and the constables, instead of going to the proper dwell
ings of ~hese people, very unwi~ely went t<;' tbe depot, the moming after St. Patrick, where 
a crowd of the emigrants were assembled tn the yard. The constables proceeded to exe
cute their warrant. However when they were assured that resistance would be made, and 
'Were advised by the" most sober not to attempt enforcing their authority, they returned, 
giviog a very exaggerated account of the affair. Upon this the magistrates took lbe alar .. , 
'and sent a stronger force to compel the execution of their orders; and the" cC,)Dsequence, 
1 regret to say, was the sacrifice of the life of one of the settlers. That these po.or p.e()ple 
were hardly dealt with, and most injudiciously, I am assured of by the very best authorit.y; 
and I am informed, by it letter from MaJor'Hillier, secretary to the governor of ,Upper 
Canada, that, at the strong recommendation of both judge and jury, the fine imposed Qp911 

th'! ofrent\ers was remitted; and tbat good feeimg and pertect tranq.uiJIit"y'were reitol,~. _ . 
" . Ho~ 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 333 

How are they off for clothes ?-They were badly off, being so very poor. 
'Were thl'y supplied with clothes from the government stores ?-Only with blanketS, and 

some bedding. ' 
How far up the country were the;e people located ?-Above 300 miles above Quebec. 
Do you not think a great deal of inconvenience will arise hereafter, frolll the difficulty 

,of supplying them with c1uthing ?-I think not; they can find sale for their ashcs readily. 
Even last autumn I found some of them with strong trowsers, which they had purchased with 
the produce of their ashes; and they can occasionally work as labourers d'Jring harvest. 

Have you evf'f heard the settlers alluoe to the religious distinctions which they labourl'd 
under at home ?-I was not in the habit of cOllversing with them on such subjects; bUl 
I sa~'l that in their letters to their friends they invariably made mention of it. r a\'oided 
particularly saying any thing about the difference of religion. , 

, You never heard them speak on the subject ?-I have heard them express their great hap
pmess in being in a COUll try where they were perfectly free from any religious distinctiolls. 

You never heard them particularly allude \0 the distinctions which affect them in their 
own COUll try ?-I often overheard them talking about those distinctions. 

Did they ever allude to them in a particular manner ?-Very much so in their letters. 
Do you at present recollect the contents of any of those letters ?-No, I do not; but 

I am quite certain that there were very few written that did not express, 1II0re or less, some 
opinion upon relig-ious subjects; and also their comtortable situation, from living in 
a country without paying tithes, or having any religious distinction. 

Is there any religious establishment for those settlers?-There are, in the immediate 
neighbourhood, two Catholic priests established. 

Towards which they pay nothing ?-It is impossible for me to say what arrange~ 
mellts the Catholic priests have entered into wilh the~e people. I think they must con
tribute, in some degree, to their SUPPOI't, as they are not provided fur by government 
in Upper Canada. , 

Is not there a portion of the land set apart for that purpose ?-One-seventh for the sup-
port of the Protestant clergy. 

That is, for the clergy of the Catholic church i-No, for the Protestant. 
'Vhat is the established church ?-Pcotestant. ' 
Do the settlers pay a rent for the land i-After being in possession of their land five years, 

they pay a quit rent of two-pence an acre, redeemable at twenty years purchase. 
So that the satisfaction they expressed was 1I0t at finding themselves in a country where 

the Catholic was as the established religion, but in a country whert: there were no distinc
tions on account of a difference of religious opinion i-Quite so. 

In Upper Canada, the Protestant religion is establi,hed; in Lower Canada, the Roman 
Catholic?-Yes; in Upper Canada the revenue arising from the appropriation of one
seventh of the land is applied entirely for the slIpport of a Protestant clergy; und the 
people are generally Protestant. In Lower Canada, both the Catholic alld Protestant 
clergy are provided for, but the Catholic reli;,!iun is the prevailing one; and the Catholic 
clergy have, 1 belie,'e, the same claims upon th~ 1.'lOded estates and other I?roperty they 
had at the time Quebec was conquered by the Bnttsh, althuugh some alteratlOlI has taken 
place in the mode of collecting !heir dues. ). 

Those emigrants you speak ot have gone to Upper Canada '-T~GY did. , 
But although they went to a cOLIn try ~h~re the Protestant rch~lon ~as established, still 

they felt a difference between the rt'stnctlOns they were under In their own cuuntry, and 
the freedom thev enjoy there?-Yes; and as 1 have stated, frequently express this. 

Do you mean" that ill Lowel' Canada there is a prov~sion for the Catholic clergy, but not 
'for the Protestant r-A very ample one for the CatholIc clergy. 

Is there not' a provision for the Protestant?-X e5; but at present .it is not very pro
ductive, as the one-seventh of the land set apart dId not take place until after the conq uest 
of Canada. 

Then in fact the Catholic church is not more the established religion in Lower Canada 
than ihe church of Englall,d ?-Not mor,e,so; it is t~e prevai!ing religion. 

Are you acquainted with the conditIOn of emigrants from other parts of Ireland to 
Canada ?-I am. 

- Are you aware that there is a very great annual emigration from the North of Ireland ?-
There is I know. . 

J Will you tell the Coinmittee the ~ondition of those emigrants at present 1-They ar~ in 
general getting on remarkably well ID Upper Canada; there are three or four townships, 
Cavan, Monaghan, and others, which are entirely settled by emigrants froUl the North of 
Ireland' and th~y are very flourishing settlements. 
, Thoiie\miarants were chiefly Prote'Stants ?--I believe they were. 

Can you ~tate whether they carrY,any of their religiousJeelings into that part of the 
country" whether ~here are any, establishments there,. by whICh Protestants separate them
selves from CatholICS r-Occaslonally I have heard of such. 

Would you say that, generally speaking •. it is the case among the Proste~tants who have 
emigrated fi'om the North l-In the to,wnshlps where the set~lers ar~ exclus!ve~y. Protestant 
'lind Irish, although I have heard of VIolent conduct on, the part of a few mdlvlduals, and 
'that is sufficient at times to bring the whole scttleme,nt mto trouble. , , 

In what way did you hear of it ?-It came forward 10 the sl~ape of a pe~ltlO~ to the House 
of Assembly, frOID' the Catbolics, to preveQt Orange processions on the tormlDg of Orang~ 
Jodges or meetings. . ' . . '. 
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Was that the first disturbance you heard of, that which commenced with the OraD"'e 
lodue?-That was the first I heard of. . 0 

1~ it considered that the Orange attack the Catholics, or the Catholics attack the Orange.. 
men ?-That I cannot decide. 

Whatever ill blood there is, IS mutual, and not on one side only ?-Quite so, I am 
convinced. 

Do you think that feeling is wearing away?-There is no question that it is wearinO" awav; 
and will subside altogether. . . 0 • 

. Was it ever very s~rious ?-Never; .the great majorIty of the ?Id settlers are unacquainted 
with that sort of feehng; and never ':111 be bro~ght to support either party. 

In Upper Canada there is a conSiderable Dllxture of Protestant and Catholic Irish?
There is. 

Do the voluntary emigrants experience much difficulty after they arrive in Canada, before 
they can get either elllplo~ment or settlement ?-That depends of. cours~ entirely upon 
what means they have. If they can get to Upper Canada, there IS no difficulty in pro
curing land to settle on; nor any forms to go through that a settler cannot easily manage. 
Ar~ there any fees to be paid ?-The only fee is 55. upon presenting t.he petition. 
Do they obtain land without paying fees ?-They get an order of council for a lot of land 

which puts them in possession, and the fees may be paid two or threeor five years afterwards;' 
Do you know the amount of fees ?-The fees on an hundred acres will be something 

like 8 t. . 
Do many voluntary emigrants arrive without having much means, or any means?-

A weat many. , 
What beco~es of t~lem ?-They re.main i~Quebec during the summer season, where they 

are employed III loadmg and unloadmg ~IIJPs, and about the harbour. They occasionally 
find their way up to Montreal, and to Kin~ston and York, and there they are sure to find 
work during harvest; in the winter season they suffer a good deal. ' . 

Is there a (:onsiderable demand for labour there ?-The demand is very considerable 
there, as well as at Quebec; but by the 1st of October this in a great measure ceases IJt 
Quebee. 

W hat is the rate, paid by the day, for a man's labour ?-In Quebec, 3 s I should think. 
'Vhat is the expense of living for a common labourer ?-About 85. a week. 
Is there not a considerable demand for labourers for the timber cutting ?-Very great; 

but persons who emigrate, for the first year are not sufficiently acquainted with the use of 
the axe to make themselves useful for that labour. , 

\\' ould there be a demand for a very considerable number of mere common labourers, who 
could not take any means with them, if they thought proper to go ?-l think not. 

What ;s the distance from Quebec to the part in which you have settled those emigrants 
in ?- About 300 miles. -: 

Which is the road that Jon travel ?-From Quebec to Montreal; from thence to L'Achine, 
and then following the St. Lawrence to Prescott; we there leave the river, and proceed 
across the country sixty miles, to Ramsay, in the district of Bathurst. ' 

Do you think the colony would be materially benefited by the arrival of a great number 
of those emigrants from Ireland ?-That I can answer very easily, from the knowledge 1 hav.e 
of the country; and I think it would. 

To the full amount in time of the expense of sending them out? -I think so, quite. 
You said, that the demand for labour at Quebec ceases in October ?-l think in October'! 
In what does that demand exist; to what labour does it apply ?-There are annuallyfrorh 

six to 700 ships arriving at Quebec, and the greater number of those r€tUf1l loaded with 
staves, deal, and square timber, and many people are employed in loading it. 

At what season does that demand commencer-In June. 
Then from .J une till October there is a considerable demand for labour?-There is. 
When the navigation closes, that demand ceases altogether r-lt does; and tbat produces 

so much misery among the emigrants at Quebec. They stay there as long as they cart 
earn a shilling, which is spent generally as fast as they can get it; and on the approach of 
winter, they find themselves without employment or the means of living. 

Are the large forests a great way from the place wbere these emigrants first arrive?~ 
Tbeyare. 

The first port they land at is Quebec ?-It is the first in Canada. 
Ho~ far must they go before they can be employed in that way ?-A hundred miles at 

least, If to cut tim ber. ' 
The counlr,'" is all cleared up to that ?-It is partially ~Ieared . 
. No very extellSive employment would take place in clearIng lands nearer than a hundred 

mlks from the place of landing ?-I think not. . 
. Ar~ the Irish emigrants generally very miserable. when they amve there,. and for some 
tl~e III a state of destitution ?-The voluntary emigrants suffer much, particularly thos~ 
with large families. . . : 

So that it is a horrid sight to see them land ?-Very distressing. 
'Yhat becomes of the people when they are in a state ?f wretched~ess ?-~he Emigra~~ 

Society at Quebec has relieved a vast number, and aSSISted them III getting to Uppe~ 
Canada.· i 

Then the next ):~ar they become absorbed in the population of the colonies ?-They do~ 
after two or three years spent in working for the old settlers. . ' 

Are 
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.A.re th~y received with dislike and jealousy by the inhabitants or workmen ?-In general 
the mhabltants are rather disposed to receive the emigrants in a friendly way. 

.In point of fact, does any considerable loss by death take place in consequence of this 
misery ?-Not many. 

[The following letters 7~ere delivered in, and read :) 

II To the Gouncil of the Chamber of Commerce, Dublin. 

.. Gentlemen, " Londonderry, Mar<-h gth, 1824. 

" By th~ late. Passenger Act, it seems that either a very great mistake has been made, 
or that HIS Majesty's government intend to turn the emicrration from our own colonies, 
and from being carried on in British ships, to that of American shipping, and to the United 
Sta~es; for although the Act refers to foreign vessels, yP.t the same responsibility will not 
be telt by t~e owner or captain, as our laws would not be regarded on the arrival of the ship 
at a port l~ the United States, should any violation of the law occur, nor would the 
Am~ncan sl1Jp ~ufie~ herself to be examined or molested on the high seas; and besides, by 
pl~c~ng the ~nllgratlon and expense on the same footing to the United States as to the 
~f1tJsh colonIe~, the whole would be turned to the former. By the 8th section, the captain 
1S sound to land the passengers, if alive, at the port contracted for, wi!hout any proviso in 
ca;;e·o~ wreck or loss of ship; in which case I would suggest, that the captain should not 
be obliged to go to a greater expense in forwarding the passengers, than the amount of 
passag.e money ~ctually paid. By the 11 th section, the provisions specified will bring the 
cost ot passage, m many instances, beyond the means of the description of emigrants who 
generally go, and will act in a great degree as ~ complete prohibition; besides, it is generally 
well kno~n, that from Jrf'land in particular, the passengers in all cases prefer laying in theie 
own provlsio.ns, and that of a quality more agreeable to their tastes and means, than that 
enumerated 111 the 11 th section of the Act. The general rate of passage from Londonderry 
to Q~~bec, for some years past, has been from 40S. to 60S. for adults, they finding their own 
provISIOn, the ship finding birthing, water, fuel; but under the present Act, no ship could 
carry them and comply with the unnecessary clauses for less than six to seven pounds sterling. 
The provisions emigrants from Ireland generally take, and which, in most cases, they have 
within themselves, is potatoes, oatmeal and oat bread, bacon, eggs, butter and molasses; 
say 2 '24 lbs. potatoes, 7 Ibs. molasses, 

60 Il>s. oatmeal and oat bread, 7 Ibs. butter, 
20 lbs. bacon, 10 dozen eggs; 

the cost or value of \V hich is about 30 s.; that would not be felt, as tbe emigrant generally 
possesses most of those articles, and bas not to go to market for them. 

" I beg to remark, that in most cases the emigrants lay in an excess of provisions; but to 
\ guard against chance, it would be very easy to have a specification of what would be con

sidered a proper supply; and that before any passenger was received on board, or the ship 
cleared out, let the provisions be inspected, and the emigrant make oath to the contents, be 
having the option to feed himselfor not. 

" The clause respecting the surgeon and medicine chest is quite superfluous, and if com
plied with, would increase a very unnecessary expense. The passage to British America is 
so short and healthy, that little beyond cleanliness and purgatives are necessary. A surgeon 
might. be carried where the number of passengers exceeded 100, although, from personal 
experience, I consider him unnecessary. 

" From Londonderry, the emigration has exceeded that of any other port; and I do not 
know, and in f~ct I am certain, that not one solitary instance has occurred wlIere the 
emigrants were not satisfied and properly treated, as far as [lract icable in such cases; and 
had the officers of H is Majesty's customs attended to the provisions of tile late repealed 
Acts~ no a.buse could have taken place, like that which occurred at Dublin last year, in the 
case of the brig William, and which no doubt gave rise to the present complicated and 
injurious .Act to the British shipping interest, and which will take from them, and throw 
into the hands of the Americans, a considerable profit to their voyage, besides turning the 
emigration from British America to the United States. 

" I therefore beg to call your attention, and humbly presume to request you to represent 
to His Majesty's government, the hardships and imperfections of the present Act, and 
cause such early modifications to be made as will relieve the many poor families who may 
be preparing. to emigrate, but who cannot accomplish same under the present sys~em. 
Should you Wish it, I would be most happy to personally attend, and answer aoy questlOns, 
and ·give anyfuether information that might be thooght useful. 

" I have the honour to be, Gentlemen. 
H Your most obedient Servant, 

" A. C. BuchafUln." 

" To the Right Honourable and Honourable the Lords o~His Majesty's Treasury. 

" We,. the undersigned Merchants and Ship-owners of the Port of Dublin, engaged in 
trade to North America, beg leave to direct the attention of your Lordships to an Act 
Ea8sea in the last Session of Parliament, for the re~ulation of passenger vessels to the Briti~h 
Colpnie~; \vhich Act, huwever suitable it may prove to the state of Great Britain, experience 
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teaches us, is totally unfit for the wants and manners of the Irish emigrants; and there is 110 

much ambiguity in th.e different clauses! that ~e are. compelled to request your Lordships 
will direct some practICal person, acquainted with eUllgration from Ireland, to drafl 8 BIll 
for the consideration of Parliament this Session, and thus remove the numerous complaints 
against the present Act. 

" John Astle, 
John Martin &. Son, 
G. W. &. T. H. ~neyd, 
W. Curry &. Son, 
James Grar, 
George M~Bride, 

Isaac Todhunter, 
John Baker, 
Richard Purdy, 
Tho' Cleriston, 
A. Joumeaux, 
Joseph Wilson, Son tit Co." 

You are a principal ship-owner in Dublin?-I own two or three vessels, in tbe.North 
American trade princi pall y. 

How long have you been settled in Dublin ?-Between eight and nine years. 
You are an Englishman 1-Yes; I went from London. 
Are you concerned in the carrying of emigrants from Ireland to Nortb America l-I carry 

out a good many every year. 
Have you had reaso.n to co~pla~n of the provision.s of an Act o~ P.arl.iament for regulating 

that trade?-The Act IS very inJurIOus to the trade, masllluch as It lImllS the number that is 
allowed to be carried; it has doubled the expense of emigration, and has therdore diminished 
the number of emigrants. 

What is the number that may be carried according to the tonnage?-The present Act is 
one for every two tons, the crew included; but the Act that this repealed was three for two 
tons, without the crew. 

Are there any other regulations that are considered to be inj urious to the trade 1-The 
fifth section provides a space which not one vessel in a thousand will afford; that again 
brings down the number in proportion to the tonnage; it requires a space of six feel in 
length, and two feet six in breadth, and five feel six in height; there is no officer in His 
Majesty's navy has such a space. 

Is that for one person?-Yes; thf' breadth, I believe, in His Majesty's transports is 
eightten inches; the consequence is, that by applying tbe measurement in the fifth sectioll 
to a vessel of my own last year, although the fourth section allows us to take half the 
tonnage, yet the vebsel would not measure, under the fifth section, near half the tonnage, 
and I lo~t in the last year, in one ship, twenty-nine persons in the licence. 

Ale the vessels limited to two-deck vessels?-Yes; we generally make a deck for the 
voyage, and take it up again at the end of the voyage. 

Is Ih'lt in consequence of the Act requiring all vessels to have two decks ?-They must 
have two decks. 

Then the height between decks is of no consequence?-We are bound to have five feet 
eight between decks. 

Js that any inconvenience to you ?-It compels us to use a better class of shipping, which 
is beneficial to the health of the passengers. 

Do the regulations respecting the provisions for the emigrants create inconvenience?
Th~y are remarkably vexatious to an r rish emigrant, because there is a scale of provisions 
in tbe Act, which the Irish emigrant is not in the habit of consuming-beef and pork and 
barley, and so on; the consequence is, that the lri~h emigrant provides his own provisions, 
which are generally oatmeal and potatoes; and under this Act, we cannot clear \\ ithout W& 

have those provisions 011 board; the consequence is, that we are obliged to provide them at 
our own charge. 

Be so good as to state the provisions \'"ou are required to take on board, by the eleventh 
section i-Five pints of water a day; ~ne pound weight of breari or biscuit; one pound 
weight of beef, or three quarters of a pound of pork daily; two pounds weight of flour; 
and three pounds weight of oatmeal; and a pound of barley; and a pound of butler weekly. 

What is the usual provision taken by an l'Oligrant, when be finds his own i-Oatmeal and 
potatoes, and a slight portion of butter and eggs. • . 

What does it cost him ?-In the north of Ireland they generally prOVIde themselves better 
tha~ they do with us; upon an average, about 401. 

I'Qr how many days ?-I always make them carry sixty days provisions; it costs from 
:;OS. to 40S. 

What has been the effect of this Act of Parliament with regard to the rate you charge 
for the passage I-Very nearly doubled it. 

What was the former rate ?-The rate varied almost every year; at toe time this Act of 
Parliament passed, it was nbout 40S. to 50S. from Ireland to Quebec. 

What do you charge under this l\Ct of Pariiament?-FJur pounds to five guineas. The 
qualification of the surgeon is very vexatious, it is totally above what is necessary for the 
trade; you caDDot carry any surITeon but what has regularly passed the college; several 
army surgeons ~pplied to me las~ year, and I could. not .take them, ahl~ough t~ey had 
pa~sed the medIcal board here; in consequence of whlch, It cost many ot the sillps fifty 
gUlDeas last year. 

"Vas that Act of Parliament passed to regulate the trade between Irdaurl and America~ 
-No, it must have been to regulate the trade betweeu EnglaDd and tbe Capt: of Good 
Hope. 

Is 
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./ Is thl'Te any necessity for Rny Act of Parliament to regulate this trade ?-There is N° 11. 
ft neces",ity fllr some regulation, or else I should think the cupidity of the brokers would Ex!rarts from 
leHlIlhem to Cl"Owd the ships too much with the unt',rtunate emigrants. EVidence on the 

Was not the trade in a great df'grf>e free betill'e this Act of Parliament passed, although Stelte of Ireland. 
the-I'e were Acts on the &talllle book ?-Prior to the passing of the Act which the late Act -------
ft-pealed, trade was free, but it was fiHllld necessary La provide sOllie Act for regulatillg it, lIfr. 
but the last Act was e\'aded just as much. JOhn A,ltle. 

Is not the eflect of this Act rather to encourage the Ameri~an shipping?-Tt operates '-----...,-
a ~ood deal to the advantage of American shipping; for installce, all the cUlllmandt'rs of 8 1\larch 1825· 

H~s Majesty's ships are authorized and ordered, under this Act, to examine eVt'ry Blitish 
shl~ on the sea, alld when the vessel arrives in Quebec, the passengers art' all 1ll11~tered 
agam; now the American ship, as soon as she is out of Dublin, no British !>hip of war cau 
touch her; .and when she goes into port, nobody can inspect her. 

Suppose It took no cargo on board f-Half the vessels go out in ballast. 
Is not the trade principally confined to the timber tradtd-Timber and ashes. 

• There is nO' regular out-freight for the ships in this trade ?-Ex('ept from l.iverpoo), salt 
and coals; about half the tonnage goes in ballast, and probably half loaded. 

What quantity of tonnage do you conceive is applicable to carryif'g out emigrants from 
Ireland to America, in a year?-There were, I think, 590 ships arrived in Quebec last year; 
I suppose 500 of them wert: between Britain and Ireland; tclking half of them, I calculate 
there might be 500,000 tons applied; that is, calculating that the vessels make two voyages, 
most of them do make two voyages in a year. • 

How many emigrants would it be possible to carry out, supposing there was a demand 
sufficient to till the vessels ?-I think 100,000 a year might be carrif>d. 

Ha\'e you read the papn that was published IClst year, being a leiter from Mr. Robinson 
to Mr. Wilmot Horton, respecting the experiment that was made of sending out emigrants 
at the expeuse of government ?-l did see the paper; 1 recollect the substance uf it. 

Does It appear to you that the expense of carrying 0111 emigrants might be cunsiderably 
Jess than it is there stated to have bee.n ?-I do nut know that it could be less, consisteutly 
with what the government gave them, I think it is too expensive a mode, but for what 
the emigrants got, I df) not know that it is too expensive; it is too expensive a scale, but 
for the scale itself, it is not much out of the way. 

Could the business be conducted upon a cheaper plan, by the government making 
contracts with the ship-owners in this trade?-l do 1I0t know that, ul'on the scale on which 
they have gone, they would get it much cheaper; but I think they might alter the s(:ale 
in toto, with very great advantage. 

1\1 ight not they alter it with advantage, so as to do every thing that is necessary for the 
bent'fit of the emigrants, and still make Ihe expense considerably less than it has been ?
I think they might alter their scale ill toto, so liS to render all necessary assistance to the 
emigrants, without giving them so much, because they place Ihem in a much better situation 
in Canada than they were in Ireland. 

If the emigrant was rt"quired to provide his own provisions, what would be the expense of 
carryillg him from Ireland to Quebec ?-I think if the merchants had proper notice in the 
autumn before, of a great quantity of shipping being wHllted, that any number might be 
taken out for about 3/. lOS. a head. The emigrant finding his own provisions, and the 
shippers only finding water and coals, and a surgeon and births. 

What numher of emigrants go from Ireland generally in a ycar?-Tbe emigration has 
consicierubl\, decreased latterly; at tite c1o~e of the war there \HIS an emi~Tation of about 
thirty or forty thousand, I think the present emigration is from fifteen to twenty thousand. 

What description of persons ~o ?-AII descriptions; there are 1I0t so many extreme poor 
go as llsed, the present price bein!;' too high. . 

Are they fanners or tradesmen ?-Mostly all that go now are agriculturists; those who went 
em'lv, that is, some years since, were arti,ans. 

From what coun'ties do they commonly go ?-They go from different counties almost 
every year; I think the northern and midland counties are the principal, and some towards 
the west; Longford was the great county last year. 

Have .You IIny means of knuwing wlwther they ar,e princirall): Protestants ?r Ca,tholi,cs?~ 
I think more Pl'Otestants go than CatholIcs; that IS, consHlenng the relative Slluatlon an 
which the two budies in the population of Ireland stand to olle another; there is a majority 
of Catholics go, lIut still, taking the Catholics as standing six to one to the Protestants ill 
the country, fthink there are not prollably more than three to one in the emigration. 
. Do any of the low description of the Catholic peasantry go ?-Not latterly; the general 
custom is that when a family is Hbout to el1li~rate, two or three of the youngest and 
strongest :0 first and then, when they obtain a tiloting, they send the rest of tht: family; 
they gene~ally d~ not send the ~hole of the f:lIllilY,at fir~t, wlth~u~ they h,~ve sO~le m~a~s. 

Cun you suggest any regu,lc:t.'ons t? th,e Committee: that Oltgnt be ot use llJ aSSlStmg 
etpigrallts, by giving theUl Intorrnatlon to Ireland, of what tl,ley would ha\'~ to do w~ell 
they arrived in Amel'ica?-What L woul~ re~~ml11end IS, to give them nothIng but a tr~e 
pllssage; I think the present govern~ent IS gIVIng the,m too t,nuch ;. \\ hen yo~ place them III 

~ better situation than you find them Ill" they become ~mlll~dlately Jealous ot your mOllv~s ; 
tor the lower orders of the Irish are not 10 the habits ot havlOg presents upon that extenstve 
scale made to them; but if you divide the exp~nst: and.'he diffi~ulty with them! you gi.ve them 
qU.ite su~cieDt assistance to pla~e them comt~rt:,?ly III AllIer.tC3, a~d a~ the .saOl~ time you 
bnng their own abilities into action, so as to facllttate the obJecL of their emlgratton. 
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If only-a free passag~ was given, 0,0 you conceive that there would be a great many apply 
to go out under those circumstances 1-1 do.. . 

What would become of them when they got ~o America ?-They would immediarely go 
up the St. Lawrence. My reason for recommendmg olll~ a free passage being given to them 
is, that we know fifteen to twenty thousand a year go. m and pay their passage; and there 
can be no difficulty, if twenty thousand succeed by paymg their passage, that fifty thousand 
would succeed, not paying their passage. 

Do you think they would be able to carry out money. sufficient to enable them to make 
a settlement in America ?-You might malce them deposit five pounds in Ireland, and give 
it them back when they got to Canada; that would prevent their becoming burdensome to 
the colony. . 

. Is there sufficient labour to employ them r-There IS always abundance of labour in 
Quebec; and the misfortune is, that the wages being high in Quebec, they do not go up 
the country; and then, when the winter comes on, they are obliged to go up the country. as 
the employment ceases then. 

What happens when they lemain at Quebec. for the winter?-lf they become burthen
some, the police or the government order them In twenty-four hours out of the town; theft 
they go to Montreal, and they do the same at Montreal. 

Where do they proceed to after that?-They generally proceed up to New York or 
Upper Canada; it is to be regretted that there is no land office ill Quebec. 

You conceive it would be very essential to have a land office opened at Quebec r-Very 
materially so; there is a voluntary emigration society in Quebec, which has done much 
good; but, generally speaking, the emigrants lose a great deal of time in making inquiries. 

Have those who have gone out generally succeeded, and become comfortably established 
in America r-Most of them do very well; we do nol find any of them come home. . 

What do you hear of their own accounts of their progress ?-I have conversed with great 
numbers of them; they have sometimes come back to fetch the remainder of their family'; 
they all seem very much delighted with it; and, generally speakiug. the lower orders vie~ 
America as a sort of Land of Promise; they have generally succeeded, both in the low parts 
and the Canadas. . 

Have you ever been applied to by landlords in Ireland to carry out emigrants ?-I have 
taken them ont for landlords, when the landlords have paid their passage; the emigrants 
being unable to pay it. 

Could the lowest description of Irish peasantry. if their passage were paid out, and 51. lodged 
for them at Quebec, make their way after arriving at Quebec ?-I think there would be n~ 
difficulty, providing the first emigration is of persons possessing a trifling capital, so that 
they would be able to locate themselves upon the lands; and they would be able to employ 
the next year's settlers. 

Is there any difficulty in obtaining locations?-The government fees used to be very 
heavy, but I believe they have been repealed latterly; in fact, it was cheaper to buy land 
them to take it a present from government. ' 

Is land given to every body that applies for it r-Every body that applies, I apprehend, 
gets seventy acres for a man, fifty fur his wife, and twenty for every child. 

Is he required to give any security ?-He is required to build'a house the first year, to clear 
five acres, and cut a road opposite to it. . 

Can every individual emigrant that applies, obtain land on those terms ?-I believe there 
is no difficulty at all, that is, in Upper Canada; if he wants to settle nearer, he must 
purchase. 

Are you acquainted with the circumstances of Upper Canada, with regard to climate and 
productions ?-I am acquainted, from being concerned in the trade, and conversing with 
people that are always going there; I believe it is a very fine climate. 

How is the climate ill winter r- It is rather severe in winter, and warm in summer; but as 
the country clears, the winters get milder. 

Does it gl"Ow ordinary crops of corn and potatoes, as well as these countries ?-Just the 
same; it grows tobacco; the tobacco has succeeded very well there. 

Can you acquaint the Committee with any circumstances that are injurious to your trade 
as a ship owner, in regard to the building of ships in Dublin ?-I think the state of com
bination among the carpenters throughOlii Ireland, which is a branch ~f what is termed 
there the Union of Trades, is of very serious consequence, both to ship owners and the 
man?fact~ring interest; in fact, to all capitalists concerned in tra~e. . 

"hat IS the society called the Union of Trades ?-The UOlon of Trades consIsts of 
a uni?n of .all trades throughout Ireland. . . .. 

Is It carned on by direct communication throughout all Ireland ?-l beheve It IS a regular 
society; and I am rather inclined to think it has often been confounded wtth the Ribbon
men's societies. 

What are the objects of this union r-To keep up the price of labour. 
In what way do they carry their object into operation ?-By preventing the number of 

apprentices in all trades; they keep down the number of apprentices, allowing .you to em
ploy no more th~n a certain number, and if you do, they often assault and commit murder. 

How many ship builders are there in Dublin r-Four. 
Have they be~n preve~ted ti'om taking as many apprentices as they wished ~-Yes. 
Can you mentIOn anY.lDstances r-There is a gentleman of t~e name of Halton, who has 

ta~en one more apprentIce than they allowed; they allowed hIm twelve, and he has taken 
tblrteen. 

Where 
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• Where do you reside in Ireland ?-In the neighbourhood of Limerick. .N° n. 
Are you a magistrate of the county of Limerick ?-Uf the county of Limerick and of the Extracts from 

city of Limerick, under a late Act. Evidence on the 
Are you acquainted with the alterations of the present state of the Jaw, and the state of State of Ireland. 

relation which subsists between landlord and tenant in that county?-Yes, I think 1 am; -------
1 ama'proprietor myself, and have paid some attelJtion to the subject. Major General 

Have you been able to observe any considerable subdivision of property going on in that Richard Bourke. 
county, and an augmentation of the number of the tenants upon the estates ?-When 1 first ~~ 
came .to reside in the county, 1 found that subdivision had taken place; 1 should rather say, 15 March 1825.
that SInce 1 have been acquainted with it, the subdivision has been diminishing. 1 did nut 
-come to reside in the county of Limerick till the year 1816, and 1 rather think since th{lt 
!period, the proprietors of estates have been endeavouring to diminish the number of persons 
upon the land, but it is still infinitely subdivided. 
. Ih what state are farms generally given up, on the expiration of leases, into the hands of 
the l~ndlord, with regard to the subdivision of property and the number of tenants ?-They 
,are glve~ up, with a prodigious population upon the land, in general subdivided to a very 
,destructive degree . 

. What circumstances do you conceive have tended to produce that subdivision of property ? 
-I should think the leading circumstance was the extension of tillage, caused by the high 
price for agricultural produce during the late war, and the practice that prevails in Ireland, 
of a father's dividing his farm amongst his sons; a small portion of land, when the prices 
were high, maintained a family; and they were in the habit of dividing the land, and settling 
a son upon two or three acres, or giving a few as a portion to a daughter. In this manner 
the subdivision began in Ireland, and has been continued. 

At the expiration ofleases, is there not generally, if not invariably, a greater number of 
tenants to be found upon the land than it would be expedient, with a view to the propr.r 
manageinent of the land, to continue ?-I think so; 1 have found that the case in several 
-fai'mil, which have been given up to myself. 

In the event of re-entry, are you aware what becomes of the surplus population? -I hardly 
know; there are instances where they have been sent off the land, and have hutted them
.selves upon bogs, and other uncultivateu places; and some of them go wandering about the 
country. I can hardly state how they are disposed of. 

Has there been any tendency in the part of Ireland, with which you are acquainted, to 
change the system of managing land from arable to pasture r-I think there has; I think 
there is a good deal more land in pasture now than there was at the close of the war. 

Has not that tended to increase the number of tenantry who, upon the new letting, 
are to be dissevered from theirholtlings ?-Surely; and fewer labourers are employed 
upon a grass farm; the grass farms are generally let in larger proportions than tillage 
farms. 

Have you any doubt that the system of diminishing the number of tenants, is generally 
acted upon, upon the termination of all the leases in that part of Ireland ?-I should say it 
is universlly acted upon. 

Does not that produce a great deal of misery?-A great deal of misery; we have had 
several shocking instances of the misery it has produced in the coullty of Limerick; there 
was an instance on the estate of Lord Stradbrook, there was the case of a large farm, near 
Croom, in the southern part of the county; in short, there are cases of misery of that sort 
occurring almost every day. . 

Will you state what has been the consequence of the case whIch occurred on Lord Strad
brook's' property :-That has led lately to murder, burning of houses, and several other 
outrages; and at Croom there was some difficulty in getting the. tenant~ out, and the 
military were obliged to be called upon; but I am speakmg, In thiS case, from reporl, as 
1 left the country abo~t the time it.happened. .... , 

What proportion of the population d? y~u co~celve It IS conSIdered expedient to remove 
in this way, on an average, on the terml~latlo.n of leases ?-I ~an hardly ~a~ that; 1 do not 
think that gentlemen have made ~p theIr mmds. as to what Sized farms It IS best to keep; 
that must vary a good deal accordIng to the locality. 

Has any mode occurred to you, by wh.ich the surplus populati~n could be pr~vided for l
As long as there are no manufact~res ~n the country, upon whIch they can tall back, on 
being removed from the land, emigratIOn appears to me. to be almost the only way of 
providing for them. . . 

Do y~u consider that emigration can be applIed as a remedy upon a sufficI.ellt s~ale, to 
diminish the evil practically in Ireland ?-I thmk, by pruuent management, It might do 
a great deal. 

Al'e you aware ,of an experiment which has been ~Iready tried on the subject of 
emigration, in the county of Cork r-I have seen Mr. Rob.mson's letter. . . 

Are there allY objections that have o.ccurred to your mmd, as to ~he ~nod.e 10 whICh that. 
emigration is carried into effect ?-~ thmk, tha~ to, the mode by wlllch It hitherto has been 
carried: into effect, there are consl~erable obJections. CertaIn noblemen and gentlemen 
appear to have been favoured, by bemg allo~ed to n~me the p~rson·s t? leave the c~untry; 
by which means they have had an opp~rtum.tr o~ (~lsencurnbenl1g their estates, which the 
pub1ic in general had not. I shou~d th~nk, .It It IS ll1tended that any larger s.um. should be 
given for the encouragemel}t o~ emigratIOn, It sh.ould be upon some general pn.llclple. . 

Do you know any instances In which any particular estates have been thus dlsencumbe,I~d 
unfairly of the su'rplus population created upon them ?-I do not say they have ~eell unfairly 
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disencumbered, as )on~ as the thing is only an experiment, but I have heard of 8e'Veraf 
estates in the county of Cork, where gentl~mell have been allowed 10 name a certain number 
of person.s tl,> go. from thelll; 1 do nut tlllnk any. persons have been ~lIo~ed to go from the 
count\' of Lllnenck, and yet we can produce, m the county of Limerick, as redundant 

_______ a pop'lllation as the county of Cork. 
Do VIIU not conceive, that if any consideraLle number of the poplJlation were "'ithdrawR 

from I~t:land by means of emigration, tl~e void would be v~ry soon filled up by the rdtio of 
population which has now been ascertallled to be pro~resslvd-I should think not· hecause 
I imagine :he proprietors of land, "fter ha~ing once .c1e~retl their estates, would adopt effi
caciolls means to prevent the pe?ple formlOg upon It I~I Ihe way th~y have hitherto done. 

. Mqjor Gel/crat 
Ric/lard Bourke. 

'-----v-----t 
15 March 1825. 

1 have no doubt, if the same remhS sy~tem was to prevail that has hlt~lerto prevailed, the 
void would soon be filled up, but I thlOk landlords now see the necessity of keeping down 
redundant population.. . . '.' 

Have the" the means of domg so ?-I thlOk those that reSide on or near their estates have 
the means, 'and I think there are plans which could ~e su~gp.sted. by which they could 
accomplish the object. I have lately adopted a clause 10 .sollle leases of my own, which 
I hope wi II have the effect. 1 have reserved a power to go 10 uron the land, and pull down 
any hou"e that shall be erected there without my consent; and had occasion to put that in 
force very shortly after granting a lease. I pulled it down without any great complaint by 
the person who had begun to build; and he stated that he had agreed wrth my tenant to 
give 8/. fur the acre upon which this house was to be built, and he was to build the bouse 
himself, my tenant paying me but :~o s. 

Is the non-alienation clause, which is sometimes introduced into leases in beland, effec
tual for preventing sub-Ietting?-l do not think it is, and Jet I should think it might be 
enforced, but it is a lung process; it occurred to me, that throwing duwn the house was the 
shortt's t way. 

Have you known any proceedings taken under that clause, even in cases where they com
plained of the subdi\'ision of the laud; do landlord;, place any confidence in that clause?-
1 do 1I0t think the landlorrls place the least confidence in that clause; 1 think some cases 
have been tried, and there has been found a legal difficulty. 

Has it occurred to YOIl, that the improvellJent and division of the waste lands of Ireland, 
of mountains and bugs, might afford the means of settling this surplus population?
H&rdly, 1 should think; I do net imagine that the mountain lands in Ireland, at the pre
sent price of producf', can be cultivated wilh advantage. 1 think that some part of the 
population might be employed in reclaiming bog; that improvement, 1 think, would be 
more I kely to answer than the other, if we had a short mode of ascertaining the property in 
those bogs; they are appendages to the adjacent lauds, and it is \'ery difficult to ascertain 
the share to wllich each proprietor is eutitled. I believe it can only be done now by 
a proceeding in chanct'!'Y. 

Do you conceive, that allY legislative enactment which would facilitate the division of 
property in bogs and mountains, would afford aclditional facility to the settlement of the 
surplus popllialion upon them :-1 dlInk it would to a certain extent. 

Do you think, that in general, bogs would be worth the expense of reclaiming 1-1 think 
they are more capable of improvemellt than the moulltain land~; but tht're is a great variety 
in the nature of bogs. 

You have alluded to the effect which the introduction of manufactures would produce 
upon the surplns population of Ireland, as you think the inhabitants of that country are 
disposed to manufacturing industry r-I think they are disposed to follow any sort of 
employment offered to thelll. 

Do you consider there are any circumstances in the political state of that country, which 
impede the establishment of manut".lctures among them 1-1 have heard, that considerable 
apprehension is expressed, 011 the subject of manufactures, by the capitalists; that they 
stare the country is not sate, anu that th€'y would not wi"h to transfer their capital or their 
establi"hments there; I think myself, that this is a misapprehension, because, in alulOst 
all those parts of the country where employment has been aflurded to the people, they 
Lave .been perfectly,tranquil. ~ . . 

Is It not very deSirable to render the law more clear and cerlam, With regard to the sub
letting the land in Ireland? -I believe the law is clear at present; I know no difficulty in 
the law. 

\Vould it not be desirable to render the execution of the law more certain, the power of 
enforcing the cov~nants ? -I should think it would. 

Is it n'ot the practice of tenants to di vide their lands by will, on their deaths, amongst 
their children r-Yes, it is' I have known instances of it. 

Does the law at present ~nable a landlord to prevent that practice, though he may have 
clauses of non-alienation in his lease ?-I think, as leases are generally trampd, he cannot 
prevent it. 

Do you think he could, by any mode of framing the lease, prevent it ?-I am not lawyer 
enough to answer that question. 

Do.es not this pr!lctice of sub-Iettin'" and dividing, extend not only from father to son, 
but, In the first illStunce, from the 'i~mediate tenant to-his tenant, and again from their 
80ns ~o their children 1-1 believe, either that practice, or practices of that sort, ha"e 
prevatled upon land let on a 10nO' lease. 

Have any cases come under your notice, where a tolerable-si~ed farm has been let to an 
. individual, 
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individual, and where, by this system of sub-dividing, the number of the same family has 
increased to a very considerable amount upon the farm ?-l have heard of it. , 
, Have you heard, that every successive generation has become poorer and poorer, and 
their general condition reduced 1-1 have no doubt such is the fact. 

This fact may have been carried to a great degree, may it not, under the practice in 
Ireland of giving lellses of three lives, or 31 years, or even longer ? -Yes; it is because 
land is let in that way, that this great subdivision has taken place. 

How does the recovery of rent by distress operate upon a number of sm&1I occupiers, as 
compared with the effect of the same process upon a large farm ?-I think it operates very 
prejudicially, where the land is subdivided; because, very frequently under-tenants distrain, 
and there have been instances where stock has been distrained three times over; and again, 
the small tenants, when they distraiu each other's goods for rent, freQuently act i1Jegally; 
and we have a great many cases of assaults and breach of the peace coming before the 
magistrates, arising out of the power of distress exercised by smaJI tenants. 

Without entering into the question of suh-Ietting, if you suppose the power of distress 
exercised upon a farm of 100 acres, let to one person, and upon a neighbouring farm of 
.100 acres, in the possession of ten persons, in which case would the severity of the distress 
be most felt ?-In that where there are ten persons. 

WiJI you explain to the Committee, upon what stock the distress will be, upon a farm 
of 100 acres let to one tenant ?-Most probably it would be upon the cattle; upon the 
smaller it would probably go down even to the furniture of the poor man's house, his bed, 
or his potatoes. 

Then yon consider that the subdivision of farms in Ireland makes the remedy of distress 
and sale very much more burthensome and ruinous to the tenant, than it would otherwise 
'be?-I do. 

Does it ever extend to the blankets and bedding ?-It has; I have known it frequently, 
where they had any; but then [ should state that those generally are the distresses executed 
by the lower order of tenantry against one stilI lower; in the case of a proprietor distrain
ing for his rent, he never, I believe, has recourse to such severity. 

Where there are sub.lettings, the power of distress is exercised by all the landlords; is it 
not ?-Assuredly. 

, Ha\'e you not known many failures in the potatoe crop, which is the chief article of food 
in your neighborhood ?-I have; I think, since [ have been in Ireland, there have been 
two general failures, and there have been several partial failures; and I understand from 
farmers, that failures occur more frequently than they used formerly, that potatoes are 
becoming a more precarious article of subsistence than tormerly. 

Do you think that precariousness is augmented by the constant subdivision of land ?
It is to that I should attribute the more frequent failures than formerly. 

Is not the cultivation of the potatoe crop by those farmers, infinitely worse, in all 
respects, than the cultivation of the potatoe crop by a large proprietor ?-Decidedly. 

Can you state the nature of the crop last year, whether it was plentiful or short ?-The 
crop, in our part of the country, was pretty good; but I understand, in other parts of 
Ireland, and in neighbouring counties, it was short. 

Is not the quality ,of the potatoe supposed to be detE'r~orated ?-They have ,Iatte:ly intro
duced an, inferior klDd of potatoe; when first I carne mto the county of Llmenck, they 
cultivated a more substantial kind of potatoe; they nuw cultivate a potatoe which is little 

,better in substance than a turnip. 
Is it expensive to cultivate. the p~ta,toe ?-If,the land has been out of tillage, it is not; 

but where it has been under tIllage, It IS expensIve. 
Then of course where a farm is divided into ten farllls of ten acres each, the expense 

which is necessary' for the production of the potatol', will cerLainly p~'evl'nt. those ten persons 
procuring so good a potatoe as would be procured by a persoll holdmg a tann of 100 acres? 
-Certainly. . .. . 

Is not the potatoe crop much affected by a wet seas?n :-If It IS too wet a season, If the 
fall of the year is too wet; it requires rather a wet spnng. 

How comes it that they have got a worse sort of potatoe,than the}: had formerly?-They 
find it can be produced with less ma[J~re, and upon a deteriorated soli. 

You conceive that the supply obtamed by the consumer of potatoes, would be bett~r 
than it now is, if the potatoes were grown upon large farms, and sent to market and sold m 
market r-Decidedly. , ' , . 

That implies an alteration ID the condition of the tenant, from a small farmer to 
<'a labourer ?-ll does· and when one has been able to persuade a poor, person to becom!! a 
labourer only, and t~ give up cultivation, hi,S situation has been considerably improved; 

,this has fallen within my own knowledge; but m order to persu~de any poor p~rson to do so, 
I have been obltged to say, You shall h~ve your pot.atoes, l WIU engage to !p.ve you as you 

"want it, a barrel of potatoes at such a pr~ce; other~Vlse the man would say, If I do not take 
,the'land in the spring, I shall have nothmg to eat 10 the fall of the year, because I have no 
'market to resort to. , ' 
, . 'Have you known any plan adopted ill: the, new letting of farms, which has hlld the etfect 
of turning a proportion of the population from th~ s~ate of sm~ll farmers to la~ourers ~
I have heard one proposed, and 1 aID abou~ to put It lOto ex~cutlon myself; I have let the 

. land in 'tbatl'roportionthat I think ,best, SUited to the case, oftbe farmer, imd I propose. to 
'build cottaO':es' tor the labouren, and give half an acre of l~d or less, as a garden With. 

:40 4. Q y Y each 

N· 11. 
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15 March 1825. 
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N0ll. each house; these labourers are m~ ten.ants, not the ~armer's, and tenants at will; by their 

E tra ts ( E I
'. being tenants at will, I am sure of then good behaviour. I tell the farmer, they are the 

x.c cornv. I: lb dlh th f . h ···h deDce on the.~te persons he is to r~sortto lor. a our, an ave e power 0 removlDg t em If t ey!efuse 
of Ireland. or misbehave, whilst by havmg them my tenants, they are removed from the oppresslOil of 

"Mqjot Gene1'al 
Ricnatd Bourke. 
~ 

the farmer. 
Are they bound to w.ork at an.r particular rate for th~t farmed-None whatever; they 

are my tenants, and they sell theIr labour for the best pnce they can get for it. 

Are the means of employing ~abourers s~ch in Ireland, as t? render it possible to change 
15 March 1825. their condition from that of bemg occupiers ~f land to bemg merely labourers, earning 

wages to enable them to go to market for ~helr food ?-N.ot to the whole extent of the 
population at this moment; persons can begm to act on thiS system, but it could not be 
done ot once. 

Tire Re'O. 
Thomas Costello. 
~ 
18 April 1825. 

Are there not a great number of people actually unemployed ?-Vast numbers' or when 
I say actually unemployed, with an employment not sufficient for their support.' 

Ar~ there not some months in the year, when there is lIttle cir 110 employment?-Tllere 
are . 

. Can you for~ any opinion, as to .what the average. r~te ~f wages is that is paid in 
Ireland, supposmg all the money paId for labour was dIVIded among the whole labouring 
class.; how much per head, per day, would that make in the year ?-I have never niade 
a calculation of that sort. 

Do you conceive that the population is going OD increasing at present?-I should rather 
fear it is. 

Have you any opportunity of collecting in~ormation, as to the proportion of births to 
deaths i~ any parish ?-No,. I ~ave not looke~ lOto that.; t~e mode in which I form.a judg
ment, with respect to the dlstnct about me, IS the application for labour; and 1 thmk this 
year, I have had as much, or rather more application for work than 1 have had in years 
past. 

Is there not a very great prej udice, on the part of the labouring classes in Ireland, to 
occupy land, to have holdings ?-There is. 

They are very linch prejudiced against the system you have stated, ofreducina themselves 
to the state of labourers, without holding land ?--I think they only require secu~ity; that if 
you say they shall not starve, that they shall have potatues for their labour; I think they 
are not unwilling to change their situation in this respect. 

With respect to Emigration, supposing that government have it in contemplation to 
expend more money in conveying emigrants from Ireland to America, would it not be an 
expedient regulation to require that every landlord, who recommended an emigrant, should 
pay a certain sum of money to authorize the government to convey him ?-It would be 
a good regulation; but I do not think it would be going far enough in the way of regula
tion. I think the object should be, to provide that none but those who could not get 
employment should be removed; I mean always persons in sufficient health and strength 
to be useful to the colony, not the old and infirm; that the encouragement to emigration 
should be instead of a Poor's law; and that a stout healthy person, incapable of maintaining 
himself, should have the means of removing. 

Supposing it was required that each landlord should contribute 51. to the expense of 
each person that he nominated, would not that secure, in some degree, a proper selection? 
-I do not think it would. 

Suppose there was any qualification as to age ?-That would be for the benefit of the 
colony; but I think the payment of a sum would not be any security against the removal 
of persons in good circumstances; for I know many who are well able to maintain them-
selves in Ireland, who would pay 5 t. to be sent to America. . 

Suppose the landlord was required to give a certificate I-I would vest it in the hands of 
the magistracy or special commissioners. 

You think, that requiring the payment of a certain sum for each person to be sent out to 
Canada, might rather cause persons to go out who had capital? -1 do. 

They would be mOfe likely to pay thE: amount demanded, than the landlord?-Yes, 
through the intervention of the landlord. . 
. Would not emigration, if carried to any extent, assist .very much .l~~dlords in getting 

nd of small tenants, and enable them to let their lands III larger dIVISions than at pre
sent ?-I think so. 

Has the ~ystem of subdividina land gone to any great extent in your parish r-In one 
quarter of the parish it has to a cgnsiderable extent; in another, the farms are larger; I hav.e 
two chapels, a':ld. where the small chapel is,. th~ farms ~re generally larger: that parish is 
called Boher; It IS only an addition to the prmCipal pansh. 

Have the lands been subdivided by the m!ddlemen, or by the propriet?rs in fee?-There 
have been small farms set by the propFietors 10 fee; but wherever the mIddlemen are, they 
subdivide their farms. From the proprietor in fee, in the centre of the parish, there are 
farms let of ten, twelve, and twenty acres; those the tenants hold themselves; but where 
they set a farm of 100, 200, or 300 acres, they are generally set out in small portions~ or 
a great part of them, by middlemen. . . 

. Do y~u think that system is still going o.n, or has it been checke.d ?-Some ?f the pro
pIlet6rs 10 fee have endeavoured to check it, III one quarter of my.pansh, by turDiog off.the 

poor 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 343 

poor cottiers, and giving larger farms; but, in other quarters, it continues uninterrupted; N° 11. 

an.d the motive of the middleman is, that a cottage,. with an acre of g~~den, will nearly Extracfs fromEvi-. 
brmg hlill the same rent that three or four acres, set 10 farm way, would bnng. . . dence on the' State 

. Do 'f . hI' ~ f h ? Th h I 1 sh of Ireland .. many 0 t e peop e emIgrate lrom your part 0 t e country .- ey ave atter y own 
a very great dispositioR to emigrate. Some have gone to Am&ica, and before I left home, -----,--
there were many a.pplied to me for certificates of good conduct for those that wished to The Rev. 
emiO'rate. Thomas Costdlo. 

What class of persons are most anxious to go ?':"""Mostly the cottagers, even the beggars; ~,...-------
a great number of the people of the parish come to England every year at the harvest season 18 April 1825. 
to look for employment. 

Ho~ do that class of persons, whom you describe as cottiers, manage to go out to 
AmerIca r-Someof them have friends going to America, who pay for their passage; the 
master of the vessel, coming from America, is paid by their particular fnends in America; 
others have contrived to go to Canada. Government ordered an emigration, which was 
confined to the county of Cork; but some of those in my neighbourhood have endeavoured 
to get themselves put on the list of emigrants. 

Would a great many go, if the means were afforded them r-At the present moment there 
would, a great many in my parish; many persons went to Charleville, and applied to 
a gentleman there, who was supposed to be taking a list of those who are to emigrate, under 
the sanction of government, during the present year. . 

Do the little farmers ever sell their holding for a certain number of years, for five or six 
years, for a very small sum, to enable them to go to America upon speculation, with a con
dition, if they come back, to have it back again at the end of that tiII:'e 1-No case of that 
kind has occurred in my neighbourhood. 

Have any cases occurred in which they have sold their holding outright, in order to 
emigrate?-Yes; some cases have occurred in which they have sold their interest outright, 
and gone to America. 

What sort of sums do they get in those cases ?-For their interest they may not get 
much; but that joined with the sale of their little furniture, and their cow and horse, if 
they have one, enables them to go out; and I know an instance of a farmer and his two 
sons, and their families, going Ollt to America last year by those means. 

What, sum do you consider sufficient to enable a family to go out ?-I think it costs them 
71. or 8t. a head. 

Have any of those emigrants returned to Ireland unsuccessful ?-Hardly anyone to my 
immediate neighbourhood. 

A re they in the habit of writing home to their friends, to come out and join them ?-Yes, 
they are. . 

Pretty generally? -Pretty generally; I have seen letters from tradesmen, who went to 
America, encouraging their friends very much to follow them. 

Do you know what class of people were supported by the emigration from Ireland last 
year ?-The feeling was, that government wished to remove the bad spirits that were in the 
countv of Cork. 

Were they not generally persons possessed of some little property r-It did not come 
within my observation what means they had who were removed; but the feeling in the 
country was as I have before observed. 

Do you know any of the mendicant class whom you have described to the Committee 
who went ?-I do not know; being generally from the county of Cork, it did not come 
particularly under my observation. 

Do not you think that is the ~Iass that it would be most desirable to remov~ from I.reland? 
-I think it would be very deSIrable to remove them; those tbat are youthful or hkely to 
become industrious in another country. 

Has the Population increased mu?h of later-Ver,Y considerably, I thi~k. . 
Have you paid attention to that clfcumstance particularly ?-I have noticed It. 
Could you form a conjecture as to the period in which it ~ay have donbled ?-I should 

think it.has doubled within the last 25 years, upon a loose estimate. 
And that over an extensive district of country?-Yes, over the whole country I think, 

more particularly on what were unimproved lands. .. 
Woat district of country do you allude to when you mentIon ummproved lands 1-1 

mean, particularly, the colliery district, which near my residence ?onsists of mountain lands . 
. Is that of very considerable extentr-Yes, about 12. or 14 miles square .. 

What was the state of that country 30 years ago With regard to populatton ?-The part 
immediately about the collieries was thickly i~h~bited? the rest?f it ~as almost ~ninhabited. 

Were those parts extensive about the colhene~ w~lCh were mh~blted ?-~ thm~ the whole 
of the district, immediately about where the ~olher~es were workmg, were mhablted. 

The whole'of the remainder was almost umnhabtted ?-Yes. 
Under what system of management ~as it as to farming ?-M?stly grazing cattle. 
Is the whole of the country now t1uckly peopled?-Very thickly peopled, but not all 

equally improved. ' 
Are there any resident gentlemen in that district?-Not one, except a few at Castle 

Cromer . 
. What is the land applied to noW that was applied .to grazing cattle? -1 think it is settled 

WIth tenants occupying small fanns, and mostly cultivated. 
404. Y y '2 Is 

J. S. Rochfort, 
Esq. 

'------.~ 
22 April 1825. 
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Is it rich land?-No, I cannot say it is rich land, but it brings very good grass and 
potatoes with proper culture. . " . 

Is it generally divided into small farms?-I thmk It ~s. 
What sized farms?-They vary very much; from thIrty acres to one. 
Has it been the practice of the occupiers of those farms .to ~o on subdividing amongst 

their families, as their families have grown up?- Yes, I thmk It has; they have no odler 
provision for their families but giving them land, and they therefore portion out a field or 
two, when a son or a daughte~ marries.. ., 

Is that practice still prevailing ?-I thmk It IS. ... 
So that this population h~ving incr~ased as you state, IS st1l1 gOlDg o~ .in th~ same progress 

of future iucrease ?-It is still on the IOcrease, where landlord~ do not ImmedIately interfere; 
and I have found great difficulty where I had tenants whose farms had been reduced to six 
or seven acres to prevent their subdividing them again • 
. Will you be good e~ough to state what t~ose diffi~ulties ar~ to which yoq allude?

There being no clauses 10 th~ leases to restram sublettmg; and If the clauses were in tbe 
Jeases the difficulty in enforclDg them. . 
Fro~ what does the difficulty of enforcing the clauses arise ?-I believe the conrts have 

set themselves against it, as it is an innovation upon the common law, and the feeling of 
the juries also is against the landlords. 

What induces the juries to entertain those feelings ?-I suppose a fellow feeling. 
Are most of them tenants of land ?-Most of them. 
Have you introduced those clauses in your leases ?-No, I have not. They were in the 

leases of my father, but I found that from my being so unguarded as to give consent to 
the first tenant to alienate, that the original power was g~ne as against the assignees. 

Do you think it is desirable to. alter the law, so .as. ~o give effect t~ the power ~f landlords 
to protect their property fr?m thIS syste~ ?f .subdlvlslOn and sublettlllg ?-:-Certalllly. 

Is it not a system that IS extremely lllJunous, not only to the condItIOn of the people, 
from its tendency to increase them, but to the value of property?-Very injurious in 
every way to the country; a respectable population is a great benefit to a couDtry, and
a pauper population the reverse. 

Are the people in your part of the <;ount.ry disposed to emigrate?-I think about three 
years ago there was a considerable emIgratIOn of tbe Protestants, and but few Catholics; 
I do not think that disposition exists now. 

Is there any disposition amongst either party to emigrate at present ?-I think not much. 
In the case you have mentioned, of having farms fall in so much over peopled, as you 

have mentioned, could a system of emigration be made serviceable to both the landlords 
and the tenants?-Y es; I am sure many landlords woul~ give a sum of money with each 
family, if government would assist them to clear the farm, in order to gel rid of the 
inhabitants in a peaceable way. 

If government applied a certain sum of money, say for instance 30,000/. for the purpose 
of promoting emigration, do you think that gentlemen would come forward to contribute 
a certain sum for each emigrant, in proportion to the sum paid by government ?-I think 
many gentlemen would be very glad of it; it would afford them a great facility in clearing 
farms that were over peopled. 

Is there a disposition at present prevailing among the gentlemen, to remove the tenants 
when a farm falls in ?-Very much.. ~ 

Do not many of them actually do it under all the circumstances of difficulty?-I believe 
some do it; but I do not believe it has been very extensively done. 

If it becomes a practice of any extent, must it not be productive of great misery to those 
people that are removed ?-Unquestionably; it turns them out into the greatest state of
destitution. . .. 

Do you know how they contrive to subsist ?-I really scarcely know; but I suppose with 
what little they can run away with from the landlord, and afterwards with the charity of 
the neighbours; they generally find work somewhere or other, or perhaps they join the 
Rockites. 

In what way do they provide any places of abode ?-They generally get into some ont
house in the summer time, that serves the farmer for holdmg his cattle in the winter; they 
get leave to stay there for two or three months, and then provide themselves with another 
residence; if there is any common in the neighbourhood, they go and put up a kind of 
hut upon it. . ' 

Do they ever hut themselves upon the side of the roads ?-Not about me. 
Do t~ey crow~ t?gether in alleys, in villages, and towns?-They are so blended with the 

populatIon, that It IS not easy to distinguish them. . . 
Do you think there is a universal willingness among the population to emigrate ?-No, I 

think not; I think, on the contrary, a great disinclination among the Roman Catholics; 
the Protestants are very ready to emigrate. 

A ~ood many Protestants have emigrated from your part of the country ?-Yes, they 
have, lD a proportion of 20 to one Catholic. 

Are there any particular circumstances that induce the Protestants to emigrate ?-The 
Catholics feel.a stronger attachment to the country than the Protestants do; and the Pro
testant~ conceIve .themselves a superior class, and if they are not better off in life than the 
Catholics, they WIll try to better themselves elsewhere if tbey can. 
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. Is the practice of underletting land carried to any great extent 1-1t is carried to a "Iery N° 11. 

great extent, and I consider it to be one of the great evils affecting Ireland. Extracts from Evi-
. Can you give any instances of that practice, which would show the extent of the evil?- dence on the State 
A variety of instances are of course within my recollection i but a very peculiar one did of IrelaDd. 
occur in the valuation of a parish contiguous to my residence, under the Tithe Composition ------
Act. I thought it so deserving of notice, that J got a detail of the occupying tenants at R. De La Court 
this day, a statement also of the original lease, and the date of the original lease, and Esq. 
I should think it not unworthy the attention of the Committee perhaps to place it on their 
records; for I think it as strong an exemplification of the mischievous practice of lub-Iet- l-----...-' 
ting_ land, as probably can come before them. 6 May 18!2". 

Have you got that document with you ?-I have. The property is the estate of Sir 
James Lawrence Cotter, Bart.; the name of the farm to which I now allude, is Knocka
nanig; the original lease was dated the 18th of November 1786; it was a lease for three 
Jives, originally made to a person of the name of Timothy Buckley. The farm contained 
103 acres, 3 roods, and 32 perches of inland or arable ground, and 171 acres and 13 perches 
of ruugh or mountain land. Timothy Buckley demised to three persons of the names of 
Daniel Sullivan, John Brien and John Sullivan, one third each; and the present occupiers 
upon that farm, whose lots were valued under the Tithe Composition Act, stand thus: 
.Daniel Brien halO one-ninth, Timothy Brien one-eighteenth, William Barry, one-twelfth, 
John Harry, one-twelfth, John Brien, one-eighth, Denis Creedon, one-sixteenth, Daniel 
Creedon, one-sixteenth, Daniel Sullivan, one-twelfth, John Sullivan, one-twelfth, Daniel 
Sullivan Mahony, one-sixth, and Daniel Sullivan the second, one-twelfth. John Barry 
demised one acre of his lot to a person of the name of Joseph Dorgan, and John Sullivan 
demised three roods of his lot to a person of the name of Michael Croneen; so that, under 
the valuation, to ascertain the proportion that this farm should pay to the rector of that 
parish, it became necessary to ascertain what portion of the composition rested upon so 
small a portion as three roods of land. It struck me as so very extraordinary an instance, 
and so fully explanatory of what I conceive to be a horrid system, that 1 thought it would 
be worth while to bring it here, thinking it might be deemed an acceptable document to 
the Committee. 

Does your Lordship consider that many or most of the disturbances in the south of Right Hun, 
Ireland, have had t.heir rise in contentions about the possession of land and the payment of \.. Lord :;"rbery. ) 
rents ?-I have understood the disturbances which took place in the south latterly, mostly 
arose from disputes between landlords and tenants; and tenants withholding their rent and u May 18!5· 
endeavouring to keep possession of the lands, from wliich the landlords were desirous of 
putting them out; but there is nothing of that kind in my part of the country. 

Is not your part of the country very populous ?-The most dense population of anyone 
of the counties; almost as populous as the county of Louth. 

In the cases your lordship refers to, had the number of persons who were found in pos
session at the end of the lease remained, would it have been possible for them to have 
maintained themselves with comfort ?-Utterly impossible; many of them were paupers; 
it beinO' a maritime county, some of them got aid by fishing; but that was very precarious. 

Ho: does your lordship account for the population in those parts of thG county being 
so O'reat ?-I think their neighbourhood to the sea occasions it in some measure; they have 
facilities of 'providing for themselves there, which the persons in the interior have not. 

Would it have been in your lordship'S power, as head landlord, during the subsistence 
of the If'ase in the lands of your mesne tenant, to have prevented this accumulation of 
numbers which afterwards appeared so injuriuus to yuur lordship's interest ~-l do not know 
how far non-alienation clauses could prevent it; I have had non-alienation clauses in all my 
leases but I have never ventured to act upon them. 

Fo; what reason ?-I have despaired of being able to accomplish any thing; there seemed 
to be a general disposition in juri~s not to ~nd for landlords su!ng uuder such cove~ants; 
and it must generally come to a tnal before Jury, not from partlahty, but that that IS the 
~ort of fee1inO' in the country, that those are hard clauses; that unless thcy were very 
strictly worded, the landlords in l~eland ge~erally find, a. ~ifficulty in estab~ishillg them. 

Do yuu not conceive tha,t ~y th,.s very mmute sub-dlvlsl,on and occupatIon of the lan~, 
the cultivation of the land IS mfillltely worse ?-I am convlllced of that, and I know that It 
is the opinion of many intelligen.t perso~s ill my neighbourh~od! that the sta,ple of the land, 
what it could annually produce, IS detcl'lorated 2,5 per cent WIthlll the last thmy years.. . 

Is not the produce of the crop also, more par~l~ularl,y the P?tatoe crop, more uncerta~n If 
cultivated by a number of small farmers, than It cultJvate~ ID one la.rge plo~ r_l behe~e 
that is the crop which has least suffered, for they take speCIal care of It, but ID the gram 
crop there has been a great reduction. ., . . 

Is not the potatoe crop itself very uncertam ~II tl.le .sou.th of Irelan~, varylllg III amount 
more than almost any other crop 1-1 do not thlllk It IS; 111 years of vlole~t frost, and where 
they are injured before t~ey are dug out, they lllay be affected; but I thlllk the crops are 
generally pretty much alike. 

Are there not years of almost entire f~ilure of the potatoe crop, oneyea~ before the crop 
of the succeeding year can be brought IOto use ?-I sca~cely know any. IOstance of tI!at, 
even in the yetlr of scarcity which last occurred, though tnere was a. conSIderable reduction 
in the potatoe crop before they were dug out,; y~~, on the whole, It was not the want of 
provision which occasioned that lamentab!e ~ondlt~on of ~he people, so ~uch as the want of 
the meaus of buying it. I speak of the dIstrIcts TWlth whIch I am acquainted. 

-40 4. ... Y 3 Does 
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, Does not,your lordship think, that any alt~rati.on iii the mode 6f man~~ property in 
Ireland, whICh would have the effect of subsututlDg a clas~ of labourers paid ID mon'ey fop 
their labour, in place of the small farmers who raise subsistence for themselves, would ~ 
a very great advantage to the country 1-1 am sure that would be better, both for the farmet 
and the labourer; both would be in a better condition. 

Does not your lordship consider, that through the agency of large farmers and im
proved cultivation, produce would be brought better and cheaper to the market r-Yes 
provided they have proper capital to work their farms. ' 

, Is there at present considerable influx ?f Irish labourers in.to Livet'{'ool, and into those 
par~s of England with which you are acqualDted ?-A very consIderable mflux, and I believ~ 
an increasing one. . ' . 

Do you think, from what you have seen ID Ireland, .takmg mto account the alteration or 
system which is going on in the management of land 10 Ireland, that there is a tendency to 
increase in that emigration from Ireland into England ?-I should think that change of 
system must very greatly indeed increase that emigration. ' 

Is not the effect of the introduction of a great number of Irish labourers into this country, 
the lowering the rate of wages of the English people employed r-Jt is; but J should add, 
that such has been the great increase of the cotton trade hitherto, that it may not have pro
duced much effect in that particular trade; but they could not have extended the trade 
without those labourers. 

Has not the establishment of steam boats between the two countries, had a direct effect 
in increasing this emigration ?--Yes. 

Are you aware at what rate passengers of the poorer class are now transported from 
Liverpool to Dublin r-I do not know certainly, 'but I have heard half a crown. 

Supposin!! this emigration to continue, do you not think that it has a tendency to pro
duce an equalization of wages, and the profits of the labourers in the two countries?
It is decidedly my opinion, if a state of comfort is not established in Ireland, the distress 
of Ireland must come to this country in the end. 

Then you conceive that the mode of establishing comfort in Ireland, would be the intro
duction of British capital there, and giving employment to the people of that country r
Yes. 

And you consider that to be consequent upon the equalization of the laws between 
Protestant and Catholic, or to be cnnnected with such a measure r-I consider it connected 
with it, and that it would greatly promote it. 

Then you consider SUGh a measure to carry with it as a consequence, the averting from 
England the degradation of the great mass of its population, to a level with the unfortunate 
condition of the people of Ireland ?-I think if something is not done to give employ
ment to the Irish people, the two countries will very much assimilate, and the present state 

, of the Catholic question is one of the things which prevents that employment being 
given. 

[s Emigration confined to the Protestants, or do Roman Catholics emigrate also r-Of 
late years the Roman Catholics have emigrated as well as the Protestants; but there is 
a difference in the description of persons emigrating; the Protestants of a better order, are 
more in the habit of emigrating than the Roman Catholics. Some individual members of 
Roman Catholic families emigrate; but 1 do not think that they emigrate in the same pro-
portion that Protestants do. , 

Would you say that there is a greater spirit of enterprise among one description than 
among the other r-l think Protestants are more inclined to try their fortunes either by 
emigration or by entering into the army; very lately, on the last quarter day, at the petty 
~essions of the two towns that I attend, [ took a list of all the Chelsea pensioners who came 
forward to make their affidavits. I had it taken for the purpose, as a magistrate, of being 
bble to identify them again, so as not merely to be satisfied with the individual sW,earing; 
that he was the person mentioned in the instructions from the hospital, but that I might be 
sure to recollect him afterwards; they amounted to 130 Chelsea pensioners in a small district. 
When I had the list I looked over it and as a matter of curiosity it struck me, it would be 
desirable to ascertain the relative pr~portions of each persuasion, and it is a curious fact, 
that the Protestants in that list outnumbered the Roman Catholics. Now I do not at all 
mean to infer from that, that the proportion of Protestants in the population is greater; 
I merely state the fact as an an"wer to the question just asked me, that there is a greater 
spirit of enterprise and greater readiness to push their fortune among the Protestants. 

You bave stated, amonO' other matters that would tend to improve the condition ofth~ 
lo;-ver classes in Ireland, the °establishment of schools upon a good principle, a~d emi~rati(:lD: 
Will you have the goodness to state to the Committee to what extent you thmk emigratIOn 
coul~ be employed, and how it could be most beneficially encouraged r-I~ would be im
pOSSible to state the extent to which it might be carried, without knowl.og ~hat sum 
government wO,uld ,be ,,:illing to layout in defraying the expenses of ,ca!rymg It on ;, but 
I ~hould conceive It ~Ight be carried on to a very great ~x!ent; an,d If It were ~o,mblDed 
With those plans prevIOusly stated, for preventing the sphttmg .of far~s~ and glvmg the 
landlords more, power over their estates, and with a plan for dlsfranchlsmg the 40$ free
holden and taking a"!ay all temptation to multiply the people in. that way, the vacuum 'you 

might 
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_might create by emigration would not be filled up, and you would undoubtedly improve N° 11. 

the condition of the people; but the expenditure of money on emigration by itself~ would. Extracts from Evi
be entailing an useless eJ{;penl)e upon the country. It is a measure which would be useful dence on the State 
~llly when combinedwitb such other measures as might have an effect to prevent the of Ireland. 
Tacuum that it might cause in the population from being filled up • 

. ' Have any circumstances contributed, particularly in the district you have spoken of, to The Right Ret!. 
Increase the, large amount of population you have described, to an amount so much beyond James DQ}/le D. D. 
the m.eans of. employment ?-I live in the vicinity, as 1 mentioned, of a very ,considerable ~ 
t?wn, IOtO ~hlCh there has been a great influx of poor people from the country, who occupy 18 March 1825 
h~~e. dwelhngs, hoping to live by their labour. I speak of Carlow and its immediate • 
VIClOlty; now whilst the prices of corn were very high, there were mountainous districts and 
marshy lands, chiefly in the Queen's County, not far from us, which afforded to the people 
some support; and this support failing, they not being able to pay their rent, were obliged 
to relinquish their habitations, and crowd down upon us; this is one cause. 

Do very early marriages prevail amongst the poor ?-I find also, that those poor people, 
without care 01" precaution, intermarry one with the other, even when they have no prospect 
of being able to support a family; and those early and improvident marriages, I think a150, 
are a cause why we are oppressed with this starving population. 

The town of Carlow is, in general, in a much more flourishing condition than other towns 
in the south of Ireland ?-I can only say, that if it be, those other towns must be wretched 
beyond all conception; for I speak of the state of Carlow from actual knowledae and 
observation. 0 , 

Is there any manufacture there ?-There is no manufacture of what kind soever in it; 
we have been endeavouring, and have made great efforts to encourage the spinning of coarse 
linen yarn; we have not, however, succeed~d to any considerable extent. I have, myself, 
made a great effort within the last year, to seek to have children taught the manufacture of 
bonnets. 1 have lately sent a person to be instructed in the stitching those bonnets which 
we call Leghorn bonnets; and upon her return, I hope some progress will be made in it, 
and that females may get employment to a considerable extent, either in spinning or bonnet
making: but except those, which are very trifling indeed, we have no manufactures of any 
kind whatsoever. . 

Then when you spoke of the great and unemployed population of the neighbourhood in 
which you reside, did you mean to refer to the neighbourhood of Carlow particularly, or did 
you mean that the same thing exists in the other parishes within your diocese?-Yes. 
I am intimately acquainted with all the parishes, and all the Towns in the diocese of Kildare 
and Leighlin; and as far as 1 am acquainted, there is very great distress in all of them; 
but I think there is a greater proportion of distress in Carlow than in any other town in my 
diocese; but that impression may result from my being more intimately acquainted with 
that parish than with any other. 

Has the subdivision of land in that part of the country, contributed much t<;> this increase 
of redundant population ?-Y er.. 

Has that gone to a great extent ?-In the county of Carlow it has not gone to a very 
great extent, in the county of Kildare it has not gone to a very gr~at extent, in ~he Qu~e~'s 
County it has gone to a gr~ater extent; those thre~ counties are almost entIrely wlthtn 
my diocese; I have also port,lOn~ of the county of KdkennJ:' the county ~f Wexf<;>rd, the 
countv of Wicklow and the KlIlg s County, and here too I thmk the populatIOn, partIcularly 
in th~ county of \Vicklow and the King's County, has increased considerably from that 
cause. 

Is that subdivision of land generally arising from the arrangements of the tenants, or 
fl'om the circumstance of their holding in joint tenancy from their landlord ?-It is derived 
from both those causes; I have known some instances where it has proceeded from that 
joint tenancy, and many inst~nces, perhaps more, t~an in the otl~er, where it has a~i?en from 
the subdivision of land occasIOned by the necessIties or convenrence of poor famlltes. 

Is there not a very extensive district. of c~>UIItry call~d The Colliery ~ountry, which 
thirty years ago was almost destitute of mhabltants, that IS now cC!vered. With a very dense 
population ?-Yes, that very large t~ack of country has been covenng with a. dense pop~
.latlon du~ing the last twenty or tblrty years, as L should suppose, and prevIOus to that It 
was almost a waste. 

Is that district Qf country twelve or.r~urteen miles square ?-It is at least twelve or four-
teen miles long; it is not so wide, but ~t IS nea~ly.. . . 

In speaking of Carlow, do you not mclude the large Village of Gralg ?-Yes; I mcluqe 
the suburbs. 

Have any other causes besides t~ose you have alluded t?, t~n?ed in .your ~pinion to 
increase tbe population in an excesslv~ degree ?-:-The populatIOn IS Im~edJately IDcrease?, 
as everyone must perceive, by imprOVident marnages; but those marnages themselves, Ul 
my opinion, result in a great measuI~ from the extrem: po,:erty of the. people.; for t~at 
poverty has paralyzed their energies, 1~ h3:s prevented then taloll!? such an lDterest m creatmg 
a respectable situation for. themse! ves m lIfe, as men possessed of some J:>roperty always feel; 
for those wretched people say, their state cannot be wors~ w~en. married than before, ~nd 
hence they go together. Moreover wben the head of a famtly IS. extr~mely poor, h~ ~lvei 
in a wretched cabin and has only one apartment where he and h~~ children d-well; It.1S so 
with hii ·Ilt;igbbour~ ~nd tbere is tben a constant intercourse I.ept up lD these small dwelllDg~, 
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10 that the different sexes are mixed up together, and that respectful distance which is 
always observed in families of any thing of rank, is lost .entirely among the poor. Hence it 
is that if those people had some property that would ~Ive them education and a feeling c;f 
self respect, and would put thenl as it were. upon their energies to seek a livelihood, tbey 
would look before them before they marned; but now their very depression and their 
extreme poverty throws them together like so many sava~es in a wood. It is a frightful 
state of society, and when it is c~ns~dered, it. fills. one with so much pain and horror, tbat 
I have frequently prayed to God, If It were his wI~I, rather to take me out of life than 
leave me to witness such evils, if they were to contmue; they are beyond the endurance of 
human nature. 

Appendix, N° 12. 

REPORT from Committee on the payment of Wages out of the Poor Rates. 
(Sess.1824.) 

FROM the Evidence, and other information collected by Your Committee, it appears 
that, in some districts of the country, able-bodied labourers are sent round to the farmers, 
and receive a part, and in some instance.> the whole of their subsistence from the parish, 
while working upon the land of individuals. This practice was, doubtless, introduced at 
6rst as a means of employing the surplus labourers of a parish; but by an abuse, which is 
almost inevitable, it has been converted intI) a means of obliging the parish to pay for 
labour, which ought to have been hired and paid for by private persons. This abuse fre
quently follows immediately the practice of sending the unemployed labourers upon rhe 
farms in the parish. The farmer, finding himself charged for a greater quantitr of labour 
than he requires, naturally endeavours to economize, by discharging those labourers 
of whom he has the least need, and relying upon the supply furnished by the parish for 
work, hitherto performed entirely at his own cost. An instance has been quoted, of 
a farmer's team standing still, hecause the farmer had not received the nUlJlber of rounds
men he expectt"d. Thus the evil of this practice augments itself; and the steady hard
working labourer, employed by agreement with his master, is converted into the degraded 
and inefficient pensioner of the pari~h. 

In other parts of the country this practice bas been carried to a very great extent, for the 
sake of diminishing the income of the clergyman of the parish, and paying for the expenses 
of one class of men out of the revenue of another. In the parish of H urstmonceaux, in 
Sussex, it appears, that the wages of labour were reduced in this manner to sixpence 
a clay; and a clergyman of a neighbouring parish has been threatened with the adoption of 
a similar practice. 

This practice is the natural result of another, which is far more common, namely, that 
of paying all allowance to labourers for the maintenance of their children. In some 
counties, as in Bedfordshire, this payment usually begins when the labourer hall a single 
child, wages being kept so low, that it is utterly impossible for him to support a wife and 
child without parish assistance. . 

The evils which follow from the system above described, may be thus enumerated :-
1 st.-The employer does not obtain efficient labour from the labourer whom he hires. 

In parts of Norfolk, for instance, a labourer is quite certain of obtaining an allowance from 
the parish, sufficient to support his family; it consequently becomes a matter of indifference 
to him, whether he earns a small SUUl or a large one. I t is obvious, indeed, that a disin
clination to work must be conseq uence of so vicious a system. He, whose subsistence is 
secure without work, and who cannot obtain more than a mere sufficiency by the hardest 
work, will naturally be an idle and careless labourer. Frequently the work done by four or 
five such labourers, does not amount to what might easily be performed by a single labourer 
working at task-work. Instances of this fact are to be found in the Evidence, an.d in the 
statements of all persons conversant with the subject. 

2dly.-Persons who have no need of farm-labour are obliged to contribute to the pay
ment of work done for others. This must be the case wherever thc I~bourers necessarily 
employed by the farmers recei,'e from the parish any part of the wages which, if not so 
paid, would be paid bv the farmers themselves. 

3dly.-A surplus pO'pulation is encouraged; men who receive but a small pittance know 
that they have. only. to marry, and that pittance will be. augmented in proportion to the 
number of their .chlldren. Hence the supply of labour IS by no means regulated by the 
demand, and parishes are burdened with thirty, forty, and 6fty labourers, for whom they 
can filld no employment, and who serve to depress the situation of all their fellow-labourers 
in the same parish. An intelligent witness, who is much in the habit of employing 
labourer.s, states, that when complaining of their allowance, they frequently say to him, 
" We Will marry, and you must maintain us." . 

. 4thly.-By far the worst consequence of tbe system is, the degradation ~f the character 
ot the labouring class. 
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, There are but two motives by which men are induced to work: the one, the hope of im
'Proving the condition of themselves and their families; the other, the fear of punishment. 
The one is the principle of free labour, the other the principle of slave labour. The one 
produces industry, frugality, sobriety, family affection, and puts the labouring class in 
~ friendly relation with the rest of the community; the other causes, as certainly, idleness, 
~mprudence, vice, dissension, and places the master and the labourer in a perperual state of 
Jealousy and mistrust. Unfortunately, it is the tendency of the system of which we speak, 
to supersede the former of these principles, and introduce the latter. Subsistence is 
secured to all; to the idle as well as the industrious; to the profligate as well as the sober; 
and, as far as human interests are concerned, all inducement to obtain a good character ii 
taken away. The effects have corresponded with the cause. Able-bodied men are found 
sl?ven!y at their work, and dissolute in their hours of relaxation; a father is negligent of 
hIS chJldren; the children do not think it necessary to contribute to the support of their 
parents; t~e employer and the employed are engaged in perpetual quarrels, and the pauper, 
always reheved, is always discontented; crime advances with increasing boldness, and the 
parts of the country where this system prevails are, in spite of our gaols and our laws, 
filled with poachers and thieves. 

The evil of this state of things has often induced individuals to desire further means of 
punishing labourers who refuse or neglect to work, and the Legislature has sometimes 
listened with favour to such proposals; but we are persuaded, that any attempt to make 
the penalties of this kind more efficacious, would either be so repugnant to the national 
character a~ to be totally inoperative, or, if acted upon, would tend still further to degrade 
the labouring classes of the kingdom. 
~he effects of this system very clearly show the mistake of imagining that indiscriminate 

relief is the best method of providing for the happiness of the labouring classes. Em
ployers, burdened with the support of a surplus population, endeavour to reduce the 
wages of labour to the lowest possible pri..:e. Hence, where the system to which we allude 
has gained ground, the labourers are found to live chiefly on bread, or even potatoes, 
scarcely ever tasting meat or beer, or being able even to buy milk; while in other parts of 
the country, where high wages are still prevalent, the food and whole manner of living of 
the labourer are on a gr'eatly better scale. This ditterence is, doubtless, to be attributed to 
the excess of population in particular parts of the country; but that excess is in great part 
to be attributed to the mal-administration of the poor laws during the lauer years of the 
late war. 
. Without assigning any precise period when the system of paying part of the wages of 
labour out of the poor-rate commenced, we are of opinion, that although perhaps it began 
earlier in some districts, it has generally been introduced during the great fluctuations of 
the price of provisions which have occurred in the last thirty years. In the year 1795 
especially, a year of scarcity, parishes, finding that employers could not afford to pay their 
labourers a sufficient sum to support their families, even on the most stinted scale, added 
a contribution out of the poor-rate to healthy labourers in full employment. 

Weare happy to be able to say, that the evil of which we complain is partial, and that 
man v counties in England are nearly, if not totally, exempt from the grievance. In Nor
thumberland, wages are twelve shillings a week; and labourers, having families, do not 
usually receive assistance from the poor-rate. In Cumberland, wages vary from twelve 
shillings to fifteen shillings a week, and the report is equally satisfactory. In Lincolnshire, 
the wages are generally twelve shillings per week, and the labourers live in comfort and 
jn~ependence. At Wigan, i~l Lancashir~, wages, are seve~ ?: eight shillings ~ week, and 
rehef is afforded to a man with three children; 111 the dIVISIOn of Oldham, 10 the same 
county, a great manufacturing distt:ict" wages are from twel~e shiilings to eighteen 
shillings a week, and no s~ch practice IS known. J n, Y orkslme, wages a.re g~n~rallv 
twelve shillings a week; but m some parts of that extenSIve county, the practice of ;.!1\'lIlg 

married labo'Urers assistance from the parish appears very prevalent. In Staffordshire, 
wages are about ten shillings; all? !a.bourers, having fam,ilies, only occasionally receive 
relief from the poor-rate. In the diVISIOns of Oswaldslow, 10 the county of \Vorcester, the 
practice of paying part of the wages of labour out of the poor-rate, has been entirely put 
a SLOp to by the vigilance of the magistrates. If we turn, to the midla!](I, southern, and 
western parts of the country, we fi,nd a great vanety m the rate of w.ages. I,n the 
Wingham division, in Ken.t alone, It arpears, that the !o,west wa&es paId ~er~, 10 one 
parish, sixpence; in four, eight-pence; 111 ele,v~n, one shlllmg and sixpence; 10 four, two 
shillings; and, in the greater number, one, shl.1lmg a day. In ~uffolk, Sussex, Bedford
shire, Bu('kingbamshire, Dorsetshire and W tltshlfe, the plan ?f paym~ wages out of th~ puor
rate has been carried to the greatest extent. N.orfolk, Huntm~donsh,lr~ and D~vonsh .. r~, are 
likewise afflicted by it. J n some of these countIes wages are eight shlllmgs or nme shll!mgs ; 
in others, five shillings; and in some parts th,ey have been and are so ,low, ~s three shIllings 
a week for a single man; four shillings and sixpence for a man and hIS wife. 

A great number of returns on this subject have been collected, of which an Abstract, 
when made, will be presented to your ~onou.rable Ho~se: . 
. \Vith respect to the remedy for the eVIls pomte~ out, It, IS obvIOUS to remark, that a grea.t, 
if Dot the greater part, arises from the mal-admmlstratlOn of the laws. Y et ~hel1 thiS 
r~mark is made, it does not appear how, ?n.der the present system, the laws which r~gard 
the poor should be otherwise than ill admmlste~ed. Where no select vestry or assIstant 
overseer has been appointed, the poor are conslgne? to th~ care of a perso~ named only 
for one year, ~nd. i.n general anxious chiefly to get nd of hIS office With as httle trou?le IQ 
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himself as pos~ible; ,or, if he,endeavours, in spite of clamour Bnd ve~ation, to improve 
the practice, his designs are liable to be overset, by the ord~rs of Magistrates, who, with 
excellent intentions, are often not conversant With the details of the management of the 
parish in whose concerns they interfere. 

The great object to be aimed at, is, if possible, to separate the maintenance of \ the un
employed from the wages of the employed labourer? to divide two classes, which have 
been confounded; to leave the employed lahourer In possession of wages sufficient to 
maintain his family, and to oblige the rest to work for the parish in the way most likely to 
prevent idlenes:;. , 

J 11 order to effect the purpose of separating the wages of employed labourers from the 
poor-rate it appears to us, that much might be done by affording to appellants against 
the YEarly accounts, the easiest remedy of which the law admits: The Act ?f 50 Geo. 3. 
c. 40. directs, that the yearly accounts, to be made out accordmg 10 prevIous Acts of 
Parliament shall be submitted to two or more justices, at a special sessions; and the Act 
empowers :he justices" if they shall so think fit," to examine into the matter of ev'ery such 
account, and to " disallow and strike out of every such account, all such charges and payments 
.. as they shall deem to be unfounded, and to reduce such as they shall deem exorbitant· 
" and they are to specify the cause for which any charge is disallowed or reduced." ' 

1'Iotwitbstanding this provision, it appears, that at present, even when a complaint is 
mude, that the sums levied on the parish have not been applied according to the intention 
of the law; a practice has, in some places prevailed, of directing the complainant to appeal 
to the quarter sessiollS. This proceeding entails the employment of counsel, and an ex
pense both of mouey and time, which is both unnecessary and oppressive. There is some 
ambiguity certainly in the word" unfounded" contained in the Act just quoted; but there 
cannot we)) exist a doubt that it is intended to apply to charges or payments which do not 
come within the scope and intention of the poor laws. 

On this, and on almost every part of the subject, we may observe, that if the payers of 
the rates do not complaim, and thereby enable the neigh bouring justices to execute the law at 
present existing, it is needless to attempt, by any new Act, to prevent abuses permitted or 
connived at by those who have the clearest interest in repressing them. Above all, the 
farmers themselves ought to perceive, that any practice which t,ends to degrade the charac
ter of the labourer, tends, in the same degree, to diminish the value of his Jabour, and to 
render agricultural property less secure, and less desirable. ' 

By the Act of the 43d of Elizabeth, it is ordered, that the" Churchwardens and Over
seers" shall take order, from time to time, with the consent of two or more Justices, for 
setting to work the children of all such who shall not be thought able to keep and maintain 
their children. This provision, while it clearly shows that the framers of that Act never 
had it in contemplation to raise a fund for the support of all the children of all labourers, 
affords the means of remedying, in some degree, the existing evil of adding to the wages 
of labour frcm the poor-rate, Wherever, from disinclination to work, parents earn less 
than they might do, in order to draw from the parish fund, it might be found highly useful 
that the parish officers, with the consent of the magistrates, should, instead of giving 
money to the parents, set to work their children, who would, at the same time, be removed 
hom the exam pIe of idle or dissolute parents. But this remedy must be used with caution, 
and might be inexpedient, if applied in cases where the best labourers, with their utmost 
exertions, cannot earn sufficient to bring up their children without parish assistance. 

According to the system at present pursued in many counties, a scale of allowance is 
drawn up by the magistrates, fixing, in money, the sums which a labourer it to receive, in 
proportion to the size of his family, and the current price of flour or meal. On this 
allowance, whether idle or industrious, the labourer relies as a right; and when he receives 
less, he ll1<lkes an angry appeal to a magistrate, not as a petitioner for charity, but as 
a claimant for justice. 'Vithout questioning the fitness of the scale upon which these 
tables have been framed, we cannot but regret that the magistrates should promulgate 
general regulations, the obvious tendency of which is, to reduce the rate of wages, and 
create dissatisfaction between the labourer and his employer. 

It has been thrown out, that the practice of giving relief to able-bodied labourers on 
account of their impotent children, oU<1ht to be positively forbidden by legislative eoact
ment. Your Committee arc not prep~'ed to go this length; but they venture to suggest, 
that where wages have been reduced, with a view to supply the deficiency from the parish 
rates, relief might be refused to any person actually in the employment of an individual. 
The consequence might certainly be to throw, at first,' some married labourers entirely 
upon the parish, but ill a short time it is probable, a more wholesome system of paying the 
wages of labour would be permanently adopted. 

Much good has been effected in some parts of the country, by the adoption of what bas 
been called the Cropedy or Ouudle plan, or labour rate; and a bill has been introduced into 
the House, for giv~ng, to suc,h a plan, adopted under ce!tain r~gulatio~s, the force uf law. 
It appears to us qUIte ImpOSSible to frame any Act on thiS subject, whICh shall meet every 
case, but a general sanction might be extremely benefi~ial; and the following form, which 
has b,een ~ugge?ted, appears as unexceptionable as any. Indeed it is very similar.. to one 
contamed Ill,a ~lll bro,ugbt into the House in an early part of tbe session :-

" The pansilloliers m vestry shall if they think fit draw up rules and regulations for the 
,,' f1 I ' , maJDtellanc~ 0 t le 0 d and impotent and other poor unable to work, as also for the eln-
" ployment ot the able poor; and the same, signed or agreed to by a majority in value, 
" shall be presented to tue justices, :to be by them amendetl, approved or rejected, or lIent 

" back 
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fI back for alterations, and when adjusted to the satisfaction of the justices and parishioners, 
,t to be parochial law for one year." , 

'With l'ellpect to the second object, the mode of finding employment for those who pro
fess themselves unable to obtain it, it appears to Your Committee, that the parish should, 
if it be possible, provide them with labour less acceptable in its nature than ordinary 
labour, and at lower wages than the average rate of the neigh bourhood. Your Committee 
can add, that this method has been found practically beneficial in all places where it has 
been carried into effect. 

It must never be forgotten, in considering this subject, that the evils produced by the 
poor laws are different in different places; tbat all the good effects hitberto produced have 
been accomplished by improved management; and that, if those effects have not been 
more general, it is because the management of the poor has in the greater part of the 
country improved very little. 

For the purpose of hastening and ensuring such improvement, Your Committee feel in
clined to recommend to more general adoption the appointment of select vestries, and of 
assistant overseers receivin?; a salary. The greatest evils arise from intrusting a busmess, 
so complicated, to inexperienced and inefficient officers; and much benefit bas been pro
duced by taking advantage of the provisions of the 59 Geo. 3. c. 12. on this subject. The 
greatest amendment may likewise be made by a judicious attention to that p::u't of the Act, 
wherein a select vestry is required to " inqUire into and determine upon the proper objects 
" of relief, and the nature and amount of the relief to be given; and in each case shall take 
" into consideration the character and conduct of the poor person to be relieved, and shall 
" be at liberty to distinguish, in the relief to be granted, between the deserving and the 
" idle, extravagant or profligate poor." 

In a bill introduced into the House in an early part of the session, there is a clause, im
posing 011 the quarter sessions the duty of controlling the parish accounts, which are 
ordered to be laid before them, and enabling them to appoint an examiner, to look into the 
expenditure of each parish. Whether, in the shape in which it at present stands, this 
provision is fit to be adopted, we will not decide; but, in the opinion of many persons, It 
might be useful that the quarter sessions should appoint an inspector of parish accounts, 
wbose duty it should be to report to the magistrates the state Cof the poor, and to point out 
"any flagrant instance of negligence or abu:,e. A more regular and distinct mctlwd of 
keeping the parish accounts might likewise prove highly advantageous. 

At the same time we cannot too strongly express ollr opinion, that, even afi the law at 
present stands, much might be done by the vigilant and enlightened attention of the magis
trates. If they would point out to the farmers the mischievous consequences of ~,h;cillg 
their labourers upon the public fund; if tbey would discountenance the ::buses which 
prevail, and give every support to those who endeavour to reform the presellt system, there 
can be no doubt that great good might be effected. The farmers themselves have adopll'd 
it unwillingl)", and must be fully aware of its mischievous eft"e<:ts. Tbe distre:;s which 
has so long restrained the application of agricultural capital is now happily disappearing, 
and there never was a more favourable moment for reforming an abuse, which ill very few 
places is as yet of thirty years growth. Let the magistrates, and, generally, all charged 
with the administration of the poor laws, observe, that, if these law~ have been retained, 
with the humane purpose of preserviug honest indigence from starving, and remedying any 
sudden want of employment, yet, that if misapplied, they may become a greate( evil to 
the country than any partial misfortune, or temporary calamity, could inflict. 

4 June 1824· 

Appendix, N° 13. 

AN ACT to amend the Law of Irelalld respecting the Assignment and Subletti:lg of 
I.ands and Tenements, 7 G ..... c. 29. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to ensut'~ the fulfilt1l~nt of the ,covenants and c(mditions in 
existing leases of lands and tenements 111 Ireland, for preventing the assignment or sub
letting of the lllOds and tenements de~ise? t~ereby, and ,to mak~ more effectual prov!~io~s 
to restrain such assiO'nment or sub-lettll1g 10 future; be It therefore Enacted by the Klllg s 
most Excellent Maj~sty, by and with the ad~ice and consent of the Lords Spil:itual. and 
1'empol'al, and Commons, in this presen,t Parliament aasembled, and by the authonty of tbe 
same That where lands or tenements III Ireland are or shall be holden under any lease, 
jnstl'~ment, or agreement in writing, i~ force at the time on be passing ~f this Act, or which 
shall be made or entered into at any time on or before tbe first day of June one thousand 
eight hundred and twent~-s,i~, which lea~e, agreement" or instIUu,lent shall contain any 
condition or covenant prohlbltl,ng, controlling, or regul~t1ng the a3slgnlll~nt or sub-Iettlll1? 
of the lands or tenements demised or agreed to be demised thereby, or of any part thereof, 
no act, matter or thing whatever t? be done or acq~iesced ~n by the lessor, or pe!'s~JI1 
contracting to lease by such deed or IOstrument, or by hiS or their hell'S, ~xecutors, adllllUIS

'trators or assigns, shall be deem.ed, taken?1' c?nstrued, IfI any, ~ourt ot law or equity, to 
be or to amount to a waiver of the benefit ot any such condltlOn'or covenant; and that 
in any action or actions for the breach of any ~omlition or covenant, com~litted at any time 
after the 'Said first day of June one :ho~sand eight hUl1dre~ ~nd twenty-sue, ~uch les::;or or 
contracting party, and his and then heIrS, executors, adminIstrators and asslgus, shall be 
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N° 13. 
Act 7 G. IV. c. 29. 
Assignment and 
Subletting of Lands 
and Tenements. 

L(s~ _e sub-letting 
without cOllsent, 
shall not have any 
remedy for the rent 
or occupation of the 
land. 

Where lands shall 
be beld by lease 
made after 1 June 
1820, not contain
ing a clause autho
rizing the sub-let
ting (except as 
herein mentioned), 
lessees shall not 
assign or sub-let 
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writing, or by in
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deed, &c. 
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waiver l.f this Act 
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under him. 
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entitled to recover the possession of such lands or tenements by virtue of any such condi. 
tion, or any penalty for the breach of. any such cov~nant, according to the provisions of any 
such condition or covenant respecllvely, unless It shall be expressly proved that lIuch 
assignment or s';lb-Ietting was mad~ ~ith the conse~t of suc~ lessor or cODtractin~ party, 
his or their hens, executors, admlDlst.rators. or aSSIgns, testl~ed, where such assIgnment 
or sub-letting shall .be by deed or wnt~en I'.lstrument, by hls or their being a party to 
and signing and sealmg such deed o~ wnt~en Instrument, ~r where su.ch assignment or sub
letting shall not be by deed or wntten IUst~·~ment, testified by hIS or their consent in 
writing, or unless the benefit of such COndit.lOn or covenant shall have been expressly 
waived by some writing signed by the party enutled to the benefit thereof. 

U. And be il further Enacted, That in .all. cases the ~erson as~igning or sub-letting 
contrary to this Act, without such c,?nsent, slgOlfied ~s herem before dlrec.ted, shall not. have 
or be entitled to any remedy by ~hstres.s or otherwIse, for recovery ot any rent or sum 
reserved in and by any deed, written mstrulllent or ot~er agreement, by which such 
sub-letting or assigning shall be made, o~ fo~ the occupatIOn of. any of thc lands or tene
ments so assigned or sub-Ietten; any thmg 10 any such deed, Instrument, or agreement 
or any law, statute or usage to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding. ' 

III. And be it further Enacted, That where lands or tenements in Ireland shall be held 
by virtue of any lease or agreement for a lease, whieh shall be executed or entered into 
at any time after the first day of June one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, not 
containing a clause expressly authorizing and empowering the lessee oc tenant to assign or 
sublet (other than a lease for a term of Dinety-nine years or upwards, or a lease for lives or 
years wilh a covenant for perpetual renewal, or a lease held immediately under any persons 
or bodies corporate or ecclesiastical, or held under any person or persons deriving from the 
immediate lessee of such persons or bodies corporate or ecclesiastical, Wilh a toties quotie, 
covenant for renewal), it shall not be lawful for such lessee or tenant, his or their heirs, 
executors, administrators or assigns, to assign or sub-let, either by written instrument or 
otherwise, any such lands or tenements, or any part thereof, without the express consent 
of the lessor or contracting party in such lease or contract, his or their heirs, executors, 
administrators or assigns, testified, where such assignment or sub-letting shall be by deed or 
written instrument, by his or their being party to and signing and sealing such deed or 
written instrument, or by his or their written indorsement 011 such deed or instrument, 
rati(ying or confirming the same, or where such assignment or sub-letting shall not be by 
deed or written instrument, testified by his or their consent in writing; and every such 
assignment or slIb-letting, and every lease, deed, or instrument, or other agreement or pro
ceeding, whereby such assignment or sub-letting shall be made without such consent as 
aforesaid, and testified as aforesaid, shall be and be deemed wholly void and invalid to all 
int{:nts and purposes whatsoever; any law, statute, or usage to the contrary in any wise 
notwithstanding, unless such consent shall be endorsed or executed in writing as aforesaid; 
and that in any proceeding in law or equity relating to such assignment or sub-letting, the 
parties so assigning or sub-letting, or the party to whom such assigning or sub-letting shall 
be made or altempted to be made, shall not be entitled to avail himself of any constructive 
or parol waiver of lhe benefit of this Act, by or on behalf of any such lessor or contracting 
party. 

IV. Provided always, and be it enacted, That where any actual waiver of the benefit of 
any condition or covenant in any lease as aforesaid, or of the benefit of this Act, on the 
part of any lessor or person contracting to lease, or his or their heirs, executors, adminis
trators or assigns, shall be proved to have taken place in anyone particular instance, such 
actual waiver shall not be assumed or deemed or construed to extend to any instance, or to 
any breach or breaches of covenant or condition, other than that to which such waiver shall 
specially relate, nor to be a general waiver of the benefit of any Stich covenant or condition, 
or of the benefit of this Act. 

V. And be it further Enacted, That in all cases where any person, or his heirs, executors, 
or administrators, who is or shall be seised or possessed of any lands or tenements in Ireland, 
under any assignment or sub-Iettin~ made with the consent of the lessor or person con
t~acting with t~e person so assign~ng or sub-letting, ?r his or their .heirs, executors, ad.mi
D1strators, or assIgns, according to the provisions herem before contamed, shall, at any lime 
after the first day of June one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, duly pay and 
satisfy the rent due from such person or persons, h!s or their heirs, e~e~utors or adm.inis
trators, to the person or persons, or his or their helfs, executors, admllllstrators or assIgns, 
who shall have so assigned or sub-let such lands or tenements with such cons{:nt as afore
said,. the receipt of such person so assigning or sub-letting, or of his heirs, executors, 
administrators or assigns, shall be a full and sufficient discharge to such person or persons 
who shall have paid such rent, and to his and their heirs, executors, or administrators, as 
well against the. person or persons so assigning or sub-Iettin.g, as also against the lesso! or 
p~rsnn co.ntractmg WIth the perSOll so assigning or sub-Iettmg, and who shall have ~Iven 
hiS ~r their consent to such assignment or sub-letting, signified as hereinbefore proVided; 
and . t~e person or p~rsons so having paid such rent, or his or their heirs, executors, or 
ad~llllstrat<.HS, or blS or their goods, chattels, or effects, lands or tenements, shall not be 
subject or liable to the payment of or to any distress or other remedy for any rent due to 
such consentmg par.l>,: or person, or to any person deriving under him by virtue of any title 
sub~equent t<? the gl~lDg of any such consent as aforesaid; any law, usage, or custom to 
the contral·Y 10 anywISe notwithstanding. 

V l. Proyided 
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v~. Provided always, and be it Enacted, That in any case in which any lessee, having 
received such consent as by this Act is required to the assignment or sub-letting of any 
lands or tenements, or the heirs, executors or administrators of any such lessee, shall not 
duly pay the rent reserved in and by the lease uuder which such lands or tenements shall be 
hel? by such lessee, to the party entitled to receive the same, it shaH be lawful for the party 
entltle~ to such rent, at any time when there shall be due to him two or more fun gales 
?r portIOns of the rent reserved in such lease, to give notice in writing, in the form contained 
m the s~hedule annexed to this Act, to all and every persons or person who shall be then in 
occupatIOn of the lands and tenements which shall have been assigned or sub-let with such 
con,sent as aforesaid, requiring each and every such person to pay to the party giving such 
notice ,the rent reserved upon the holding or holdings of any and every such person 
respectively. 

VII .. And be it, further Enacted, That from and after the delivery of such notice to any 
person In occupation of such lands or tenements as aforesaid (by being left at the house or 
~su~l place of abode of any such person, either with such person, or with some one of the 
family of ~uch person above the age of sixteen years), every such person shall pay to the 
landlord signing such notice, or to his heirs, executors, administrators or assigns, all 
and every sums and sum whatever due, or to grow due for rent from such person to 
the lessee so having assigned or sub-Ietten, with such consent as aforesaid, or to his 
heirs, executors or administrators; and from and after such notice as aforesaid, and until 
the satisfaction of all the sums due to the person giving such notice, on account of all rent 
due from such lessee having so assigned or sub-letten as aforesaid, the receipt of the person 
giving such notice, or his heirs, executors, administrators or assigns, shall be a full and 
sufficient discharge to the person or persons in the occupation of such lands or tenements 
who shall have paid such rent, and to his and their heirs, executors or administrators, 
against the person having so assigned or sub-Ietten, or his heirs, executors or administrators; 
and the person or persons so baving such rEnt, or his or their heirs, executors or adminis
trators, or his or their goods, chattels 01' effects, lands or tenements, shall not be subject or 
liable to the payment of any rent, or to any distress or otber remedy for the same, to any 
person under whom such person or persons may hold by reason of any such assigning or 
sub-letting as aforesaid. 

V II I. And be it further Enacted, That from and after the delivery of such notice as 
aforesaid, and until the satisfaction of all rent and arrears of rent due to the party giving 
such notice, or his heirs, executors, administrators or assigns, he anti they shall have and 
enjoy all such rights, powers and authorities for the recovering and enforcing the payment 
of any rent due and payable by any person or persons occupying the lands so assigned or 
sub-let as aforesaid, as could or might have been enjoyed, or as could or might have been 
legally exercised or enforced against any such person or persons respectively by the party 
so assigning or sub-letting as aforEsaid; any thing in this Act, or any law, usage or custom 
to the contrary not'IVithstanding. 

IX. And be it further Enacted, That from and after the first day of June one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-s!x .. it shall not be,lawful to or for any person or persons, his or 
their heirs, executors, admllllstrators or assIgns, who shall hold any lands or tenements 
under any lease or agreement made before the said first day of June one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-six, containing any condition or covenant against sub-letting or 
assigning of the same, nor for any person or persons, his or their heirs, executors, admi
nistrators or assigns, who shall hold any lands or tenements under any lease or agreement 
which shall be made or entered into any time subsequent to the said first day of June 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, not containing a clause expressly authorizing 
and empowering the lessee or tenant to a.ssig'.' or sub-let (oth~r than a lease for a term of 
ninety-nine years or upwards, or a lease tor lIves or years, WIth a covenant for perpetual 
renewal or a lease held immediately under any person or bodies corporate or ecclesiastical, 
or held 'under any person o~' pe,rsons ~eriving f~om the ,immediate le5see of such persons ,or 
bodies corporate or eccleSiastical, with a totus quotzes covenant for renewal,) to deVise 
such lands or tenements, or any part thereof, by his or their last will and testament, so as 
to portion or divide such lands or tenements to or among several persons: Provided always, 
~hat nothing in .thi~ A~t con~ained shall extend or be construed to extend to prevent the 
Illilel'itance or dlstnbutlon of any lands or tenements to or among any person or persons 
who would be entitled thereto according to law, upon the decease of any persoll or persons 
dying intestate. 

Schedule to which this Act refers. 

Form of Notice from a Superior Landlord to the Sub-tenant of such Landlord's 
immediate Lessee . 

.A.B. 
TAKE Notice That I, the undersigned C. D. superior landlord of the lands and tenements 

under-letten to you by E. F. do her~by require you to pay to me the said C. D. or to my 
heirs executors administrators or assigns, all rent and arrears of rent payable by you for 
the 8~id lands a~d tenements, until all sums due from the said E. F. for his rent of the said 
lands and tenements shall be fully paid and satisfied to me, or my heirs, executors, adminis-
trators or assigns. Witness my band, this day of 

To ./1. B. of C. D. 
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Appendix, Ne 14. -

ABSTRACTS uf all Petitions or Memorials transmitted to the Colonial Department, since 
1st January 18:!S, fWIIl persons desirous of emigrating from the United Kingdom. 

ENGLISH APPLICANTS. 
Has resided in Upper Canada abo~t five years! and returned to England in Auguqt 

1823, leaving three sons and a daughte.r beh.lOd. Was mduced to retur~ by.a strong desire 
to revisit his native country; but on b.ls arrival h.ere he found most of hls.ffleDds dead, and 
that a great change had taken place III ~~e busmess he was cODce~ned m. That in COIl
sequence of this. diappoi.ntment, the petItIOner has found great d!fficulty o.f supporting 
himself and family; but If enabled to return to Canada, he entertams sangmoe hopes of 
doing much better for himself a~d family than he can ha.v~ any prospect of doing here, 
being known to the Chief Justice, the Attome,r an~ SolIcItor Ge~eral, and others there; 
he therefore prays to be allowed a free passage for hImself and family. 

The truth of the contents of the memorial is vouched by seven respectable persons whose 
signatures are affixed. 

___ Has been bred to farming· according to the most approved system, and wjshes to 
improve ~is cir?umstanc.es in that line in Ame~ica, but is destitute of the mea~s of trans
porting himself and famJiy; and begs to be .lOformed of the terms under whIch persons 
wishiug to emigrate are allowed to proceed thither. 

___ Has served in the 39th regiment of foot for nearly six years and a lialf as a private 
and serjeant, and has a pension of sixpence a day, and is by trade a bricklayer; has a wife 
and four children. He is desirous of proceeding to any of the British settlements in North 
America, and prays that he may be allowed a free passage there with his family, where he 
.:onceives by his own industry and his small pension, he would be enabled to provide for 
his family. 
--- --- The memoriali~ts are bricklayers, and wish to be sent to the New 

States in South America, or any healthy ~ettlement under the British government. Can 
produce testimonials of their skill in their trade, and pray to be informed under what terms 
mechar.ics are sent to the Colonies. 

--- Has a Chelsea pension of niuepence a day. His parents are settled in America, 
and if allowed three years pension in advance, he can take his family, consisting of a wife 
and three children to America, and leave his country with credit. 

- Is an out pensioner of Chelsea, with a pension of sixpence a~ay, and has served 
seven years at Quebec, where two of his brothers are settled; and he prays to be allowed 
a free passage to that place with his wife and three children. 

--- Has been a farmer in ,,, iltshire, and has sunk a great deal of money in agricul
ture, is desirous of obtaining a free passage to Quebec for himself and family (a wife and 
three children); and prays that he may have a grant of land in the province of Lower 
Canada assigned him. 

- --- --- The petitioners are in the greatest di.;tress with their helpless 
families; their names were entered on the emigrant list by Lord Mount Cashel, and they 
entertained such confident hopes of going, that they dispOiied of their little holdings and 
all tbey possessed, but they were unfortunately excluded: they now renew their application, 
in tlte hope they may be included in the list of this year. They can produce testimonials 
of their good conduct, from the gentlemen and magistrates of the place where they reside. 
If thEY could get over to Britioh America, their brothers, who are settled at Kingston and 
York, would assi,t them. 

--- I:,; an out pensioner from 68th reo-iment, with a pension of sixpence a· oay, 
and begs to be allowed a passage t<1 Quebec, of which place his wife is a native, and he has 
served seven years ill North America. 

--- Enjoys a pension of 45l. 1 ~ s. per annum for his long services aorl wounds 
received in the service of his country, is desirous of becoming a settler in Upper Canada 
for the benefit of his health, in which country he has served during the American war on 
the lakes as second master; he prays to be allowed a grant of land in that country, to 
which he is very desirous of returning . 

. --- Has a pension from the 68th toot of ninepence a day. and is at present, with his 
Wife a~d three childr~n, in great distress, having been out of employment tor s.ome ~ontllS 
past; IS by trade a tailor; has got relations in Quebec, who are able to render hIm assIstance 
we~e he on the. spot, in procuring him employment in his trade. The petitioner has formerly 
reSided th~re eight years, where he married his present wife: being a soldier, he was ohligf'd 
to re!ur':l tn consequence of ill health. He begs to be allowed a free passage for himself 
and family, and would be very o-Iad to sail with any men that lDia-ht be sent from the depot 
of his former regiment. e- 0 

. -,-- The ~etitio.ner enlisted in the 4 1st regiment of infantry in 1810, and embarked 
tor Canada the tollowmg: year: was employed in all the campaigns that took place there 
subsequently to that penod. In 1815lae retuflled with his regiment, when he was·sent to 

Ireland 
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~reland and was discharged, on account of ill health. Has a wife and three children depend
JOg upon him for support, and he entreats to be forwarded to Canada, and to have a portion 
of land assigned him. 

Has a wish to settle in one of the British provinces in North~America, and 
would prefer a station on the banks of the Miramichi, in New Brunswick; his family 
consists of a wite, four children and a sister. His object. in wishing a grant of land in the 
above settlement is to be enabled to attend to any mercantile business that might offer in 
the neighbourhood of the river. He has resided two years in the four British provinces, 
and begs that the assistance which government renders to emigrants who are unable to 
defray the expense of removing, may be extended to him. 

--- Is a master in the navy, and has served upwards of five year~ on the North 
Ameri.can station; is desirous of settling on a grant of land, and of turning his whole 
attentIOn to the improvement of it; and he begs to have a portion of land assigned him in 
Prince Edward's Island, near the Gut of Canso. 

--- The writer of this memorial applies on behalf of 50 families resident in the Isle 
of Man, who are desirous of emigrating to some part of North America, provided that some 
encouragement was held out to them. 

--- A native of Manchester, is desirous of going to any of the British settlements 
abroad. 

-~- The memorialist, proposes to take 100 boys from London to Upper Canada, 
between the ages of nine and sixteen, who are to be bound apprentices to him until they 
attain the age of twenty-one; and he prays that he may be allowed by His 1\1 ajesty's 
government ten guineas for each boy, and 10,000 acres of waste land, in order to enable 
him to give to each, when the term of their apprenticeship is concluded, a deed in fce of 
50 acres of land, with a house built and the settlement duty done upon each 50 acres at 
the memorialist's cost, with six months provisions and other advantages. 

Is a resident in Guernsey, but has a wish to go to Halifax, where he has a son 
settied, and prays to be allowed a grant of land. 

Is an artist by profession, and has many relations in Nova Scotia, of which 
settlement his wife is a native; is desirous of proceeding there as a settler, if enabled by 
government. 

-- He applies on behalf of several respectable persons in Oundle, to know what 
encouragement is held out by government to persons who wish to emigrate. 

Is a weaver at Manchester; has hitherto supported his family without parish 
relief, but from the depressed state of his trade, he is desirous of emigrating to Canada. 

--- Has lately been engaged in selecting and fitting out 200 persons to a colony on 
the Rio de la Plata, which gave him an opportunity of forming an opinion of the feelings 
of the labouring classes of Devon and Cornwall on the subject of a distant settlement. 
At present he is acquainted with the names of several hundreds who are ready to go to 
America on the ground of being provided for, and he offers his services to superintenJ their 
embarkation. 

--- Is an ensign on half pay, and having a numerous family, is desirous of settling 
in His Majesty's Colonies in America, and begs to know what encouragement he may 
expect, and whether a grant of land will be assigned him. 

--- Late a private in 41st foot; has served seven years in British America, and 
wishes to become a settler there, and to obtain a free passage. 

___ Has been twenty-four years in the militia and yeomanry, and is desirous to go 
to Upper Canada wilh his family. 

--- Has a pension, <j.no is desirous of obtai~ing a free p~ssage ~or himself a~d family 
to Canada i has relations settled there who would I11struct hIm 10 cuttmg and cleaTIng wood 
land. 

___ Is a pensioner from 70th regiment, and is desi~'ous of going to any of His 
Majesty's Colonies in America; has been accustomed to agncultural employment. 

_ Is a Chelsea out-pensioner, and a native of Upper Canada, to which country he 
is anxious of obtaining a free passage. 

Is a Chelsea pensioner, and is desirous of obtaining a free passage to North 
America. 

Is also a Chelsea pensioner, and makes a similar request. 

___ Out-pensioner from 68th regiment; has served seven years 111 Canada, and 
wishes to have a free passage for himself and family to Quebec. 

- The memorialist was a builder in Ireland, but from the pressure of the times, 
was compelled to come over to England to seek a livelihood, but finding no. chance of 
succeeding here, he prays that he may obtain a hee passage for himself and family, to any 
of the colonies in North America, to enable him to foHow his trade there. 
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SCOTCH APPLICANTS. 

_ The petitioners were connected ~i~h tb~ societies formed in GI~gow in 1820 

and 1821, but were disabled, by the then eXlstmg circumstances, from embracmg the terms 
and grant bestowed on the emigrants, who are now comfortably settled in the Lanark 
district of Upper Canada. It is the earnest desire?f the petitioners, who with their families 
amount to 58, to be enabled to join their relations 10 Can.ada, an~ to be allowed a share of 
the grant lately bestowed on their Irish brethren. Their rel~tlves in Canada are wiUing 
and able to assist them on their arrival, and have been expectm~ the~ every season since 
1821. They have been unable to lay by any money from thetr earnmgs to provide for 
a passage to Canada, but if. government ~ould grant them the ~am~ advalltages that 
were allowed to the Irish enugrants, they will come under any obligation to refllnd the 
sum advanced them, either from the produce ~f t~leir labour ~r by w~)fkin& at the public 
works at Bathurst, in the neighbourhood of their friends. (Their case IS certified by several 
clergymen and respectable iuhabitants of Glasgow.) 

___ And 62 other poor people in and abont the village of Fort Augustus. 
The petitioners with their families, amounting to 337 persons, are desirous of going to 

Canada, but are utterly unable to pay for their passage, and they earnestly request to be 
furnished with a copy of the conditions under which emigrants are to be sent to Canada. 

--- On behalf of 29 heads of families in Bracadale, Isle of Skye. 
These persons, who with their families, amount to 229 persons, are desirolls of obtaining 

a free passage to Canada, and to have lots of land assigned them, by the cultivation of which 
they would be enabled to support their wives and families. They and their fathers occupied 
small farms in the above parish, but their landlord having consolidated these farms, let them 
to two persons for sheep-walks, and the petitioners are to quit their houses at Whitsunday 
1826, but they have no place to remove to in the Isle of Skye, which is already too populooi. 
That deprived of their farms, they are unable to provide tor themselves and families, or to 
pay their _passage to Canada. That transports may be provided in Scotland, to convey them 
from the !:sle of Skye to Montreal for about 7/. or seven guineas each pas.enger; and he 
prays they may be allowed a free passage, and to have grants of land assigned them. 

--- The memorialist offers to provide a passage for the 229 persons above men
tioned, for 1,550/. being at the rate of 61. lOS. each, and 61. for any extra expense 
he may incur in procuring sllch passage. No part of the money to be called for until 
a production of a certificate by the minister, &c. of the inability of the emigrants to 
pay for the passage, and then only half the sum to be advanced, and the remaining money 
to be paid on a certificate being produced of their having been shipped on board a transport 
for Canada. . , . 

--- On behalf of 50 families, in all 358 persons, in the Highlands of Scotland. 
The petitioners, from the change in the pastoral economy of the Highlands of Scotland 
are obliged to emigrate. and unless they are enabled to do so, they must become a burtheo 
to their country. That a large ship has lately sailed with emigrants from Cromarty Bay to 
La Guyra, among whom are many relatives of the present applicants, but if any encourage
ment had been held out to those persons, they would have preferred going to Upper Canada, 
where several of their kinsmen and friends are already settled. 

--- And 77 other Scotch Highlanders, inhabitants of Argyleshire and Inverness-shire, 
who, with their families, amount to 593 persons. 

That the proprietors of the small lots of land occupied by the petitioners exact such 
high rents, that they are unable to pay them, in which case their little property is dis
trained, and they and their families are left in a state of starvation. In this forlorn and 
wretched state, the petitioners intreat to be sent to Canada, and to be placed as settlers 
mere . 

. --- And 36 other puor inhabitants of Moidart, parish of Ardnamurchan in Inverness
shire, who, with their families, amount to 229 souls. 

,The petitioners are desirous of emigrating to Canada or Nova Scotia, but are totally de
stitute of the lDeans of act:'omplishing their object. They have .been reduced to. the lowest 
state ~f poverty by the minute subdivision of land, and by the fmlure of the hernng fisbery, 
on whICh the petitioners mainly depended for support. 
-- And 41 other of the poorer class of inha~itants of North Morrar. . 
The petitIOners are earnestly desirous of emigratmg to Canada or Nova Scotia, but are 

unable to pay for the passaO'e of themselves anel families (amounting to 299), owing to the 
depresse? state of the timesOfor four years past, but more p~rticularly <:>win~ to. the failure of 
the he~r~ng fishery on the west coast, which has been hitherto .thelr principal support; 
the petitIOners have numerous friends in Canada and Nova Scotia, who promise to assist 
them on their landing, and they supplicate the assistance of government in the transport of 
themselves and families. 

- ~~d 51 other poor inhabitants of Glengarry, Inverness-shire. , :rhe petlt.lOners have been deprived of the farms they held in consequence of 'he land 
oetng o~cupled by extens~ve sheep graziers. 

That In consequence of the stagnation of public works, they have not been able to pro
cure emr10yment ~s day lauourers. They are desirous of emigrating to Upper Canada, but 
have, oWing to their wretched condi6olJ, no means of paying their passage. 

Ninety-five 
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• ·,Nlnety-five poor inhabitants of Arasaig, parish of Ardnamurchan, Inverness-shire. 
These petitioners, who, with their families, amount to 640 persons, make a similar &tate

~ent and request as the inhabitants of Morrar. 

--- On behalf of 12 heads offamiJies, mechanics in Glasgow and its vicinity. 
That ten of the. petitioners have served in the Lanarkshire militia, and were members t:. 

different societies, and intended to emigrate to British America in 1820 and 1821, but for 
want of means they could not avail themselves of the opportunity which sevt'fal of their 
relatives then embraced, and who are now comfortably settled in L'pper Canada, and enjoy 
a prosperity which, as operatives in this country, they could not expect. They pray to be 
furnished with a free passage to Upper Canada, to be enabled to join them. 

On behalf of several poor inhabitallts of Glenily, Inverness-shire, who being too 
poor to transport themselves, pray that they may have the aid of government to enable 
them to proceed to Canada, and to settle there. 

Is a resident at Ranochar, by Strontian, Argyltshire, has been reduced by 
a series of misfortunes from comfort to complete poverty, and is desirous of settling in, 
Upper Canada, and prays to be allowed a free passage. ' 

--- The proprietor of in the Isle of Skye, finding it more to his 
advantage to Jet his lands in extensive tracts, as sheep walks, to tenants (If skill and capital, 
to having them occupied by small tenants; 600 of the latter description of poor people 
will in consequence be shortly without house or home. A fi'ee passage for these poor 
people, with a grant of land l is therefore requested. Implements of husbandry and a year's 
subsistence they can furnish themselves. 

--- And eleven others, on behalf of themselves and several other natives of Barra 
and Uist. 

That in 1817, several of the friends and relatives emigrated to Cape Breton, where they 
are now comfortably settled. They have received warning to quit their little posses~ions, 
and they have in consequence made arrangements for emigrating to Nova Scot ill, Cape 
Breton, and Prince Edward's Island; they request they may be allowed to substitute mutton, 
potatoes and fish for the provisions directed by the passenger's Act. 

--- And 44 other individuals, who, with their families, amount to 261, residing in 
Durinish, in !sle of Skye. 

The petitioners, who are small farmers and lahourers, from the depressed state of agri
culture and the cessation of public works, have been reduced to poverty and deprived of 
tbeir farm5, which have been converted into sheep walks; in the hope of being relic:ved 
from their miserable condition, they are desirous of emigrating to America, alld pray to 
receive a free passage. 

Was lately an ensign in the 74th regiment, and has disposed of his commission 
for the purpose of employing the money it produced in cultivation of land in Upper 
Canada; he begs to have a grant of 500 acres of liI.nd there, or such other quantity as may 
be deemed proper by the Secretary of State for the Colonial Department. 

IRISH APPLICANTS. 

On behalf of 40 families who had prepared to go to Canada, but were not 
included in the number wllo went with Mr. Robinson. The proposed emigrants ha\'e been 
farmers and have become insolvent; they object to labouring fur others, though they will 
work la~d for themselves, and would, in his lordship's opinion, be very eligible persons to 
have grants of land assigned them and a free passage to Canada. 

___ Was lately an officer in the Assessed Tax Department, and enjoys a pcnsion for 
his services, and has an inclination to go to Canada as a settler. . 

Is a pump and engine maker; is desirous of p.roceeding to ppper Can.ada under 
the same encouragement that th.e settlers who. ,:",ent With Mr. l~obllJson rec~lved; has 
a knowledge of engineering, particularly the raising of water, which he conceives would 
be of great use to the other scttlers . 

. ___ Is desirou:> to know what encouragement will be given to persons emigrating to 

Canada .. 

___ Is postmaster of Hacketstown and :l; Kilmainhal?: pensioner; is .desirous of going 
to Canada with his wife and ten children, haVing sev.era\ t~lends and relatives settled there; 
and he prays to be allowed a 6'ee passage and a portIOn ot land. 

___ The petiti~lJer is desirous of shari~g in the bour~ty ~hich has been extended to 
settlers in North America; he formerly was m hopes of being mcluded among the numbel 

that were sent to America. 

___ And 57.5 other inhabit~nts ~f the baf(~nies ~f Co?~agh and Owneybeg and 
t~eit7hbtlUrhood in the i:ounty of Lllnenck, who, with their families, .amount t~ 3,~48 souls. 
Th~ petitioners' are dC:iirous of being relieved from the same hardships and pnvauons th~J 
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endure, :md to have a free passage to Upper Canada, and a grant of land assigned them, 
with the means of settling there. 

___ Is a farmer at Hatcketstown, in the county of Carlow, and intends to emigrate 
with his wife and family to North Ameri~a, and .he re.ques.ts to be informed what quantity 
of land he may expect to be allotted to him on hiS arnvalm that country.. 

I 

_ The wI'iter applies on behalf of two g~ntlemen of ~espectability with large young 
families, who desire to settle in Canada; he wishes to .be I11forlUe~ on what tenm they 
could have a grant of land with a house, and as near a nver as po&slble. 

___ Ma.gistrate and Deputy Governor of t.he co~nty of Til?perary.-The popula~i.on 
is redundant In the barony of Lower Ormond, III .wlllch he reSides, and several famlltes 
have applied to him to obtain a free passag~ to ~men~a; he ~egs that as many free passages 
as possible may he reserved for the mdustrtollS mhabltants ot that barony. 

"_. _ Appli~s in behalf of a va~t number of families, c~iefly trad~smen and small 
farmen in the nelghbo~rhood of B~lbrtggan, w.ho are mos~ anxIous to emigrate; th.e latter 
de.scription of persons mtend to sail for the U OIted States ID case no arrangement IS made 
for sending them to the British settlement~. 

--- The petitionn is a carpenter in Ronashair, in the county or Wicklow, and wishes 
to go out as a settler to Upper Canada, with his family; he prays that he may recei'e a free 
passage in the 6rst ship that sails with emigrants. 

--- The memorialist has been engaged in agricultural pursuits all his life. About 
three years a~o, he was obliged, by the pressure of the times, to surrender his farm of 40 
acres; but h~'ving been informed that portions of land in Canada, together with the means 
of transport and the necessary implements of husbandry and subsistence, have been granted 
to persons of good charncter, brought up to the farrriing line; he prays ~hat he may be 
furnished with a free passage and the other advantages above mentioned. 

--- The memorialist has a great desire to emigrate to North America, and prays (0 

be allowed a free passage. 

--- Applies at the request of several persons, to know whether government will 
send out this year emigrants in free ships to Canaua. 

--- Is much in the habit of sending out persons to the British settlements in North 
America, and begs to be informed if government could, through him, give any encourage
ment to persons disposed to go there. 

--- The memorialist has occupicd a farm fpf several years, but has been reduced to 
poverty by the faJl of the markets, and the high rent he paid; he understands farming 
and clearing ground, and every branch of agriculture necessary to improve an infant colony; 
he begs to be allowed a free passilge for himself and famil)" for the purpose of settling 
there. . 

--- The memorialist intends to go to the British settlements in N~ America, and 
to take with him every implement belonging to the farming business, and he tqerefore c!"aves 
to be granted a respectable residence for his future accommodation, and as much land as can 
be allowed to such persons as are inclined 10 labour. 

--- Has a large family dependent on him, and prays that a tract of 2,000 acres in 
the ]~land of Cape Breton may Le granted, on which he may form a settlement for the 
benefit of the colony, and that of his family. , 

. -.-.-- Of Youghall, on behalf of the poor desiring to emigrate from that place end 
VtCllllty. 

Sev~r~l of the emigrants having returned wealthy to Youghal, from British N. America, 
and. glVlOg a favourable account of the country, the poor people of youghall are very 
anxIous to go there. Two timber ships are ready to sail for New BrunSWick, and the desire 
of the poor people to emigrate is so great, that they cannot convey the applicants, ",ho, in 
ruany i~stances, part with their all to pay 3 /. lOS. for their pas5age, and to lay in provision!; 
for. thetr ~oyage ~ he requests some small assistance from government to enahle tbe poor to 
emigrate 10 the timber ships. 

-- Is a blacksmith by trade, and volunteers to go to any colony in N. America, 
where his services might prove useful. 

--- Is desirous of emigrating to British North America . 

. -- .Has .devoted the last 15 years to th€ education of youth, but having no good 
prospects III thiS country, he is verv desirOlls of emigrating to Canada, (where his talents,! 
l~e ~opes, .may be turned to more a~count) during the COUfse of this season, with his large 
faml~Y? hIS funds, ~owever, are not sufficient to cover the expense of the voyage, and of 
provldmg an est~bhsl!ment in that country; he therefore requests to be allowed a free 
passage, and Ol~ IllS arl"lval, to be nppointed to some situation in tbe colony where his abilities 
as a tea('her of youth 111Ight prove serviceable. 
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Is desirous of emigrating to any of the British settlements in N~ America. N";~: . 
and is recommended by Mr. Guulburn as a very respectable man, and deserving of fjAbstrapct ,e ltd Ion IS , rom ersons es 4 
encouragement. rous of Emigration. 

Vicar of Glenarm, on behalf of some of his paris ioners. 
He wishes to be informed if any encouragement is held out to persons in Ireland, to settle 

in British North America, New South Wales, or any of the colonies. 
, 

--- --- The petitioners are shoemakers, farmers and inhabitants of Dungannon, 
and would wish to emigrate to any of the British settlements in North America, and they 
pray to be allowed a free passage. 

Is an inhabitant of Dungannon, and his application is similar to the former. 

- -- ]s a Protestant faImer in the neighbourhood of Tinahily, in the county of 
Wicklow, and is desirous of emigrating with his family to any of the British settlements 
abroad; is competent to manage any farm that may be allowed him, and he begs to know 
what quantity of land he may expect. 

--- And four others on behalf of very many inhabitants of connty of Kerry, who 
wish to emigrate. 

The memorialists, in the hope of aVlliling themselves of the encouragement last year held 
out by government, quitted their houses, and sold all their little effects, but were dis4 
appointed. They pray they may this year have a free passage to Canada, and that a vessel 
may he ordered to some central harbour on the Kerry coast, to take them on board. 

--- The memorialist was shipwrecked in returning from Upper Canada, to join his 
family in Ireland, and he prays to be alluwed a free passage for himself and family to that 
colony. 

--- Is going to emigrate to British North America this spring, with his family, and 
begs to be allowed a grant of land. , 

--- The petitioner is a linen weaver, but finds his gains insnfficient for the support 
of his family; he begs to be allowed a free passage to North America. 

--~ The petitioner is capable of any employment in the farming and !aboLlring line, 
and he prays he may be allowed the same advantages that have been granted to others who 
have been sent as setders to Upper Canada. 

--- Refers to memorial to Mr. Agar Ellis, praying: his interference on behalf of 
1,326 poor labonrer!; and mechanics, with their fam ilies, who wish to emigrate to Canada and 
requests to know what encouragement they may Expect to receive, aud when am! wherc'they 
may take shipping. 
(A list of the names, ages and occupations, of the I,3~6 proposed emigrants, is subjoined.) 

---- Is low in circumstances, and unable to pay for his passage to Canada, but requests 
the assistance of Government to enable him to get there. 

--- Has lost his father and all IllS relatives, and beg~ to bE' sent to Canada, where his 
father had lflnd granted him. 

Has served seven years apprenticeship to an apothecary, and not having it in his 
power to commence business for hil1lse\t~ is desirous of going to any part of His 'Majesty's 
foreign dominions, provided he could procure a free passage. 

In the hope of being included among the number wbowere sent by GLlvernment 
to British America, tllP. petitioner snrrendered a small piece of ground which he cultivated 
with potatoes, but having been disappointed in his object, he has been reduced wilh his 
family to the greatest distre~s: last year, he was a second time disappointed, and he 
intreats to have his case conSidered, and to be sent to Canada, and placed on a lot of land 
there. 

--- The memorialist has married the daughter of an American loyalist, and he has 
been led to understand that he is entitled to a pori ion of land in right of his wift', as well 
as to another portion un account of bis lJeinga surgeun in the navy. That his wifE"s sisters 
have obtained their respective portions, and he begs he may receive insti'uctiolls to enable· 
him to obtain the portions he claims. 

--- Is a loyal Protestant of the county of Carlow, and wishes to obtain a grant of 
land in ,Upper Canada. 

--- The writer of this represents the cl'unty of Kilkenny liS being overrun with 
"wretchfd set uf pa~pers, who are ~nable tu. pay allY rent for the ground they occupy. 
The landlords'are gettmg more attentive to theIr estates, and take every opportunity of get
ting rid of those wretched beings. That the leases of land occupied by families of thc·'above 
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description had fallen in lately ~D a certain estate iD that county, 3?d the proprietor had 
~xpressed his jDt.ention of tU/Ding them out, the consequtnce of which ,to them would ~.e. 
utter starvation, as by Rock slaw t.hey dare not. take any olher person s gr0u.nd, eve~ It 
anyone were disposed to let them In; a sha~e of t~e grant for .the purpose of promoting 
emigration, is therefore requested to remove this destitute .populatlon, . 

___ On behalf of himself and two ?ther families in .Dublin; he begs that they may 
be sent to Canada, and receive a grant of land there, hanogno prospect of employment 
at home. 

__ Has a capital of 200/. and is desirous of emigrating to North America, if he 
could get any assurance of encouragement. 

- The petitioner's father ~erved under General W~lfe at the t~king of Quebec, and 
having heard that encouragement IS held Ollt to 'persons deSirous to eqlJgrate, he requests he 
may obtain a free passage, and a grant of land ID Canada. 

_ Is a resident of Tarbert, in the county of Kerry, and is reduced with his family 
to the greatest distress for want of work; he prays to be allowed some encourage.ment to 
enable him to emigrale. 

---. Is a resident in the parish of Sliguffe, in the county of Carlow, nnd has follOWEd 
the occupation of a farmer; he is desirous of proceeding to British North Americ(J with his 
family, if he could procure the assistance of government. 

--- Of Ballymahon, is of orinion that an extensive emigralion is the only remedy 
for the .eMils of a redundant population; he proposes that labourers employed in the public 
works ~hould receive only. one-half. of t~eir ~a!nings, the other to g? to\Var~s the expenses 
of their passage; by which plan 10 hiS OplDlOU great numbers might emigrate wilhout 
any esp.ense to the country. . 

--- Of Irvinestown, ill the county of Fennanagh; he makes a similar request to be 
forwarded to Canadll free of expense. 

- A blacksmith, in Clonwhoelan, in the county of Longford, is redllced to the 
grealest distress. and without even the implements of his trade; he hopes a li'ee passage 
may be procured for him and his family to Britrsh North America. 

--- His meani are too circumscribed to pay for a passage to British North Ame.-ica, 
and he prays to be sent there by the aid of government. 

--- Is a farmer of Hacketstown, and prays to be allowed a free passage and a grant 
of land in British North America. 

--- Is a farmer of Dungannon, and is a shoemaker by trade, he makes a similar 
request . 

... -- Is a resident of Kiltegal}, near Baltinglass, and is desirous uf obtaining a grant 
of land in Upper Canada. 

--- Is a resident of Baltinglass, and makes a simil,ar request. 

--- Is employed as an agriculturallaboure~; finds his pay unequal to his support, 
and begs to be forwarded to Canada, and to have a grant of land there. 

--- The memorialist wishes to obtain a graluitous passage for himself and- family. 

-- The petitioner is a resident of Ross Carbery, in the county of Cork, and begs to 
be allowed a free passage to Canada for himself and family; his case is recommended by 
several resident magistrates. 

--- This person begs to be allowed a free passage for herself and children to U~r 
Canada. Her husband is in Perth settlement. 

--- Is a carpenter res.iding at Tralee, his request is similar to the preceding. 

~ A p~nsi~ner from the royal regiment of artillery; wishes to obtain a free l)assage 
to North Amertca tor himself and tamily, consisting of six persons. 

---. Is a. pensio!ler from the 50th regiment, but finds his pemion insufficient to 
su.pport hiS family of eight children, and prays for a fr~e passage to Canada, am.;l gnult 
ot land. 

-.--.- Late, belonging to the corps of Sappers and Miners, has a particular desire of 
emlgratmg to Canada, where his old commander. Colonel Talbot, is settled,. aDd begs to be 
allowed a free passage. . . . 

. --. - Is a pensi~ner from the 27 th foot, and a resident in Churchill, county Fermanagh, 
lS demous of removmg to Upper Canada; has a large family, and begs to have a ire.c 
passage, and to be allowed to retain his pension. 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED I{~NGD9M 

, , . Ou,-pensioner of KilmaiDham, and has been wounded in th~ service, and disabled 
.from doing any thing for his ~upport: has a son in Halifax. and prays that he may ha\'e Abstract,Petitions 
a free passage to that place.; from PerSOD'S desi"" 

JOltS o(EmlgratiOlll 
Was lately a private in the 39th regiment of foot, but was bred to the farming 

.business, is solicitous of proceeding to Canada with his family, and prays to be allowed 
a free passage. 

Is an out-pensioner of Chelsea, and has two sons settled at York, in Upper 
Canada, and is desirous of joining them and settling there with the rest of his fau~ily; he 
prays to have a free passage granted him, and that he may be allowed to receive 'his 
pension there. 

, Has been in the Company's service, and is desirous of obtaining a free passage 
to Halifax, where his father and brother are settled. 

--- The. memorialist was a serjeant in the city of Dublin militia, and enjoys 
a pension of tenpencea ~ay, and is desirous of ~ecoming a settler in Upper Canada. 

--- Late a seljeant in the 20th light dragoons, is desirous of obtaining a free passage 
to British North America. 

-. -. -- .An out-,pensioner of Chelsea hospital, and wishes to obtain a settlement in British 
North America. 

--- Is an out pensioner of Chelsea hospital, and wishes to emigrate to British 
America, and would take all his family with him if he could obtain a year's pension in 
advance; he rf;<Jnests to be informed whether there is any land allowed to pensioners and 
other indulgencies, to enable them to settle there. 

--- Is a pensioner from the 44th foot, and would be glad to obtain a free passage 
to North America, but if not allowed that indulgence, is ready to pay the passage of 
himself and family if he could receive his pension there. ' 

--- Is an out-pensioner, and is going out to British America with his family, he 
hopes to obtain a free passage and a grant of land; all his friends are settled in Upper 
Canada, and he wishes to join them. 

--- Is a pensioner from ~he 6th veteran battalion, and is desirous of emigrating to 
British North America in the beginning of April, and hopes to obtain a free passage, and 
to receive his pension when he arrives there. 

--- The memorialist has a pension for his services in the 8th light dragoons, and 
wishes to become a settler in British North America, the better to enable him to provide 
for his family. 

___ The memorialist, when belonging to the \\T ex ford mil itia, received a wound 
which rendered him unfit for duty, and from doing any work for the support of his family; 
has a brother who is settled comfortably in America, and if he could procure a free pa5sage, 
he would resign his pension. 

--- The memorialist is a pensioner from the 11 til regiment of foot, is determined on 
going to Norlh America to cultivate par~ of l~at lan,d, ,in ho~es that by his labour and 
industry he may be enabled to support himself and tallllly, wlilch he cannot do here; he 
prays to b~ allowed a free passage for himself and family. 

___ Has served ill the city of Dublin militia nine years, and is desirous of obtaining 
a free passage to Quebec, and a portion of land near that place. ' 

___ . The petitioners are out-pensioners of Chelsea, amI are desirous of obtainillg 
a free passage to North America. , 

___ The petitioners, who are out-rensioners, are (~esirous o~ bein.g shipped with their 
families, free of expense, to Nortl~ America, a~d to re~elve a portIOn ot land tor themselves 
and f9r each son, and to have their usual p~nslOlIs remitted to them there. 

___ Is an out-pensioner of Chel~ea Ho~pital;. wishes to go to British America, and 
to be informed what encouragement wllrbe gIVen hun to proceed there. 

__ ~ Lately a selje.'lnt in the 75th regiment, being ~ith?ut mea~s of supporting his 
family is anxious to emiITrate to Quebec, where some of hiS friends reSide, amI prays to be , ~ 

allowed a free passage and a grant of land. 

_.... Is a Chelsea pensioner but finds his pension insufficient for his support; hearin~ 
of the encouragement held out t~ settle~s in Br!tish North America, is desirous of obtaining 
a settlement where he is likely to be pUid for hiS labour. ' 

___ Is a Chelsea pensioner, and ~as a son and da~ghter se.tt1ed i~ Nol'tl~ ~mcrica; 
he begs to be allowed a free passage With the first dratt of soldiers gOing to JOin at that 
Itation. 

~ Is a pensioner, from 64~h regim,ent, ~nd wishes to become a settler jn Upper 
Canada, in order the better to proVide for, hiS family. 

404. 3 A 3 
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Is a pensioner of Kilmainham Hospital; is anxious to settle in British North 
America, and prays t~at .he may. have a free passage 'and a place to settle in, and to have' 
his pension remitted hIm In America. 

Late a gunner in the royal artillery, and ha~ ~e"ed a length of time in Canada. 
and wishes much to reside there, provided government wIll send (Jim out as a settler. 

- Has served in Kilkenny militia ten years, and begs to be sent ~ilh his family to 
any part of British North America as a seuler. 

--- Has been a serjeant in tbe army, and begs to be forwarded, passage free, to 
British North America, and to be allowed the usual grant of laqd allowed to military 
settlers. 

Has a pension for his services in the waggon train; he wishes to proceed to 
Canada, and to be allowed to draw his pension there, and he prays to be allowed a free 
passage. 

--- Has a pension from 37th foot, and wishes to become a settler in British North 
America; he prays for the instructions necessary in order that he may obtain a grant of 
land there. 

--- Is a Chelsea out-pensioner; is a young man, and anxious to proceed to North 
America; has a brother who is master of a trader from New York to British America, who 
would assist him on his arrival; he begs to be allowed a free passage to be enabled to join 
him. 

--- Has a pension from 30th regiment of foot, but finds it inadequate for his support· 
he lrays to be allowed to have a free passage to British North America aud a grant of 
Ian. 

--- Is an out-pensioner of Chelsea, and having received the assurance of a grant of 
land in British North America, he wishes to be allowed to draw his pension in that country. 

--- Is an out-pensioner of Kilmainham Hospital, and having been informed that he 
is to receive a grant of land on his arrival in Upper Canada, he wishes to know who the 
governor of the province is to wholtl he is to apply for I he said grant, and also whether he 
can receive his pension in that country. 

--- He wishes to be informed if he is entitled to a farther grant of land on account 
of having been appointed by the late General Fox to do duty as brigade-major during 
the troubles in Ireland in 1803. 

--- Has served ten years as a soldier; is desirous of ·proceeding with his family to 
any part of British North America, and prays to be allowed a free passage. 

--- Are out-pensioners of Killllainham. and by trade turners, and they beg if there 
should be a grant 10 pensioners emigrating to Canada, to be included among the number 
that are to partake of it. 

--_. Is an out-pensioner of Chelsea Hospital, and finding his labour insufficient to 
maintain his ramily here, is desirous of being allowed a free passage to Canada. 

--- Formerly seljeant of 2d regiment, and was under the command of Lord 
Dalhousie for several years; he thinks his lordship would encourage him if he was allowed 
a free pas,.age to Canada. 

-_. - Is an out-pensioner of Kilmainham. is desirous of going to reside in Upper 
Can~da; be. wishes to be allowed a free passage and a grant of land, and to ha\'e his 
pensIOn conunued to him there. 

--- Is a Chelsea pensioner, and is desirous of g"€tting to Amel'ica, and prays to be 
allowed a free passage and any other encouragement that may be thought proper . 

. --- Are out-pensioners of Chelsea, and fin.d their pensions inadequate to their 
su ppmt; they beg to be sent to Canada, and to be located then:. 

--- Is a Chelsea pensioner, is desirous of emigrating to British North America, and 
bi>gs to be allowed a free passage. 

-.-- Also a Chelsea pensioner, and makes a similar request. 

--- Is a discharged soldier, but has been bred to the farming business; has a great 
desire to elDigrat~ to British North America, but is prevented by his want of means; be 
pnys he may recel\'e a free passage with his family. 



ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
N° 14. 

--- Is an out·pensioner of Chelsea Hospital, and he begs to be sent to British North Abstract Petitions 
America. from Persons desi

rous of Emigration. 
Is a Chelsea pensioner, and he begs to receive a free passage to Canac.la, where 

he has two brothers settled. . 

---" Has a pension,"and is going to "emigrate to British North America; he begs to be 
allowed to retain his pension after his arrival there. 

. Of the 1st royal veteran battalion, is desirous of proceeding to any of the British 
settlements in British North America, with the aid of government. 

A Chelsea pensioner, makes a similar request. 

• Is an old soldier, and is desirous of emigrating to British North America, if he 
could obtain assistance from government. 

--- Is a Chelsea pensioner, and makes a similar request. 

--- Is a Kilmainham pensioner, and finds his pension unequal to the support of his 
family; he begs to receive a free passage to any of the British liettlements, and to be 
located there. 

Holds a commission as lieutenant in the yeomanry; he wishes to emigrate to 
British North America, provided he could obtain a grant of land there. 

Has served ID the 4th and 5th dragoons, and makes a similar request to the 
preceding. 

--- Has served in the yeomanry 20 years; he prays to be allowed a grant of land 
in British America; he has some means of his own to commence with. 

--_. Is a lieutenant on half-pay, 1st foot, and begs he may be informed of the terms 
of encouragement held out to mititary settlers in Canada. 

Has been in His Majesty's service for nearly twenty years, the greater part of 
which time he served in Upper Canada, to which colony he is desirous of returning, if he 
could obtain a free passage for himself and family. 

[Here follow thirteen petitions from CIJelsea pensioners, which are expressed in nearly 
the saDie terms as the preceding.] 



LIST OF WITNESSES 

Examined before' the Committee, with the pages of their Examination. 

BECHER, William Wrixon, Esq. a Member of the House 

BLISS, Mr. Henry, Agent for the Province of New Brunswick 

pages 

191 to 194 

101. 1l'! to 114 

BODKIN, William Henry, Esq. Secretary to the Mendicity Society !H4 to 217 

BOULTON, Henry John, Esq. Solicitor General of Upper Canada - - 13 to 22. 32 to 34. 
48, 49 to 52. 64· 81 to 83. 203 

BUCHANAN, Alexander Carlisle, Esq. a resident on the Yamaska River, 
Lower Canada 168 to 176. 184 

CAMPBELL, Archibald, Esq. a Member of the House 201 

CAMPBELL, Walter Frederick, Esq. a Member of the House' • 73 to 78 

CARLISLE, Mr. Frederick, a resident at the Cape of Good Hope 87 to 91. 156, 157 

CHAMBERS, Robert Joseph, Esq. a Police Magistrate at Union Hall 83 to t!7 

COCKBURN, Lieut. Colonel, formerly Superintendant of the Mili,tary 
Settlements in Upper Canada - 147 to 155. 217to 225 . 

114 to 123 CURTEIS, Edward Jeremiah, Esq. a Member of the Hou&e 

EAGER, Mr. Edward, formerly a Resident at New South Wales 91 to 101. 108· t~ 
112. 142. ISS, 156 

ENNISMORE, Lord Viscount, a Member of the House - -I 197 to 201 

FELTON, William Bowman, Esq. a It!gislative Councillor of Lower Canada 23 to 31. 47,48 and 
49· 52 to 63.176 to 182. 22t! to 231 

GABBETT,'William, Esq. a Resident Landholder of the County of Limerick US to 133 

GRA:"lT, George McPherson, Esq. a Member of the Committee 

HA YES, Charles, Esq. a Proprietor of Iron Works in Upper Canada 

HODGES, Thomas Law, Esq. Chairman of the West Kent Quarter Sessions 

INNES, Sir Hugh, Bart. a MembH of the House -

LIl\IERICK, the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of 

MARKLAND, George, an executive Councillor of Upper Canada 

NIl\Il\IO, Alexander, Esq. a Civil Engineer 

ODELL, Thomas, Esq. a Resident in the County of Limerick -

O'DRISCOL, Redmond, Esq. 

READY, Colonel John, Lieut. Governor of Prince Edward's Island -

RICE, Thomas Spring, Esq. a Member of the Committee 

ROLPH, John, Esq. a Member of the Legislature of Upper Canada -

SEBRIGHT, Sir John, Bart. a Member of the House 

SHEPHERD, Mr. William, a Resident of Graham's Town, Cape of Good Hope 

SORELL, Lieut. Colonel William, late Lieut. Governor of Van Diemen's Land 

STEWART, Mr. Charles, Secretary to the Colombian Agricultural Association 

80, 81 

31, 32 

133 to 142. 182 to 187 

78 to 80 

142 to 146 

34,35 

187 to 191. 194,195 
I 

205 to 210 

195, 196 

35 to 17 

210 to 214 

204. 205. 226 

124, 125 

226 to 228 

104 to 108 

104 

STRAHAN, Rev. Dr. Archdeacon of York, Upper Canada 

UNIACKE, Richard John, Esq. Attorney General of Nova Scotia 

- 157 to 168.201 to 203 

- 37 to 47.63,64 to 73 .. 
WILSON, Sir Rohil!rt, a Member of the House 101 to 1?4 



I N D E x 
TO THE PRINCIPAL .lJlATTERS 

Detailed m the EVIDENCE taken before the SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 

Expediency of encouraging EMIGItATION from the United Kingdom. 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

ABSENTEE Proprietors in Ireland, whether disposed tu contribute 
towards expense of emigration 

-- their estates, how managed 
Agriculture, class of Emigrants best fitted for an advanced stage Of, in 

Canada - - - - - - - - - - -
Albany district (North America), great demand for agricultural labour 

there - - - - - - - - - - -
Albany, district of, (Cape of Good Hope), proposal of certain settlers for 

hiring labourers; terms proposed by them - - - . -
-- state of population of, pI esent high rate of wages, cannot be continued 

without loss to employers - - - - - - - -
-- number of labourers required, dependent on rate of wages to be 

given; great reductiun necessary for profitable cultivation --
See Dutch Colonists. Hottentots. 

-- expense of transporting a labourer from Ireland, cost of hi" subsist
ence and probable rate of wages in the colony; means of his repaying 
expense of transport - - - - - - - - -

America, South, a new and increasing market for British fisheries -
former circuitous mode of receiving their supply offish 

AlIlluity, Irish landed proprietors (under certain circumstances) disposed 
to pay towards expense of Emigration - - - - - . 

__ nol deemed an eligible mode of contribution by several Irish land-
lords -

See Immediate Payment. 
Apprentice, Act 50 Geo. 3, crowded state of London workhouses owing to 

provisions of; injurious effpcts of -
See Juvenile Oftences. Workhouses. 

__ difficulty of apprenticing pauper children in London much in-
creased by -

WITNESSES. 

Spring Rice 
D° 

Felton 

Buchanan 

Carlisle 

} 
Carlisle 
Shepherd 

1 Carlisle J Shepherd 

l Carlisle J Shepherd 

Uniacke 
D° -

Becher 

Spring Rice -

Chaml.ers 

D° -
Asseisment on land tllr promoting I::migratiun, inexpedient and objection-

able in South of Ireland Lord EnnisOIore 
Assorted c~rgQes, difficulty of m:tking up for West India market, injurious f l' niacke 

to Britigh American trade - l Felton 
_ advantage oftaking to Quebec for tr~ns-shipment to United States - Houlton 

B. 
Banks. number of in the Canadas, their issues 
Barter, generally practised among farmers in Upp~r Canada. -
Bellenden, expense of supporting unemployed poor 111 that pansh 
Bel/ast, description of I::migrants from -
Bermuda effects of removing the dock yard to - - -
Bonds, e~tered into by masters of American ships to carry back Emigrants 

in certain cases 
Bountie. on fisheries, advantages of in Hebrides -
Boys, destitute, in London. See Juvenile Vagrant~. 
~ their number increased by Act 59 Geo. 3. c. 12 -
Bras d'Or Lake, in Cape Breton, an eligible situation for Emigrant s';!ttlers 

and Scotch fishermen; comfortable situation of the settlers there -
Brunswick, New, number of Emigrants it could support 

-- fisheries 

__ Emigration might be extended to with gre~t advantage 
__ Emigrants after seven years able to pay qUit rent - ~ 

-- quantity of vacant land ill 

C. 
Canada, Upper, Emigrants of 1823 and 1825 to, where localed 
- usual pruduce of grants of land to settlers in - ~ 

3 B 

Boulton 
D° -

Hodges 
Buchanan 
{lniacke 

{ 
Hodge~ 
Buchanan 
Campbell 

Bodkin 

t·lliacke 
po 

r D" 
L Bliss 

D° 
DO 

Cockburn 

Boulton 
D· -

- } 

PAGE 
Of Evidence. 

~13 

ih. 

181 

169 

87 
88,90 ,157 

226 

88,89 
227, 228 

87,88,89 
227, ~28 
43,63 

66 

19~ 

2U 

85 

ib. 

199 
44 

61,62 

83 

17 
~3 

182 
176 
43 

184 

77,7 8 

21 5 

3U,68,7O,71 

39 
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~66 INDEX TO THE PRINCIPAL MATTERS IN THE 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

Canada, U pper-continuerJ. 
-- markets in 

__ surplus disposable produce of Emigrants 

__ generally healthy, excepting western dil\trict -
__ barter, general among farmers; difference between cash and barter 

price of produce - - - - • -. - -
__ influx considerable of British settlers from Umted States 
__ rent much'objected to by settlers in -
-- benefited by increase of population -

__ number of Emigrants that may be located in 

__ flour, equal to that of Genesee country 

-- no civil disqualification on account of religion in -
See Ireland. 

__ advantages resulting to, from allowing importation of American flour 
free of duty for exportation 

See Flour, American. 
See Military Settlements. 

-- impediments to the formation of roads in 
See Crown and Clergy Reserves. 

-- land in, on what terms originally granted 

-- new settlements, where most advantageously placed 
__ villages, advantage of establishing in new settlements in 
__ land in, deemed an article of commerce; granted in small tracts 
-- number of Church of England clergy and Methodist preachers in -

See Education. 
-- few great proprietors in -
-- legislature of, their resolutions respecting Clergy Reserves 
-- estimated expense per head of settling Emigrants in 
Canada, Trade Act of 1825; consequences of that measure to Canadian 

trade with West Indies 
-- expediency of renewing Act of 1822 -
Canada, Lower, settlers in, usual mode of locating them 
-- produce of land in, and course of husbandry adopted by Emigrants -
-- French inhabitants of, their land~ of inferior fertility 

See Education. 
-- settlers in, able to purchase the land they occupy; quantity of land 

in, at disposal of Crown 
-- Agricultural Company, objects of, favourable to Emigration -
-- prosperity of, increased by access of population 

See Hemp. 
-- flour exported to West Indies does 1I0t stand the climate 

See Flour, American. 
- number of cultivable acres in; usual food of population, and number 

of Emigrants that might be located in - - - - - -
-- trade with West Indies nearly ceased 
- grain of, inferior, but capable of great improvement 
-- agricultural population of -
-- settlers of capital averse to locate themselves in -

See Courts. Seigneuries. Townships. 
Canadas, interests of both provinces mutual and inseparable 
-- population of, much attached to government 
Cape Breton, Island of, Emigration from North of Scotland to 
-- settlers in, cOlOfortable situation of 
-- easy mode of procuring subsistence for settlers there 
-- nearly divided into two islands by the sea. -
-- quantity of ungranted land in -
Cape of Good Hope, average rate of wages there and expense of subsis-

tence; supply oflabourers required _ • _ 0 

-- settlers un~ble to pay expense of transport; reduction of wages con-
sequent on arnval of new labourers _ _ _ _ _ -

- exports from - _ 
See Albany, Dutch Colonists. 

Capital, ~m~ll progress of, in Upper Canada _ _ _ _ 
Cavan District Settlement, number of settlers and prosperous condition of 
- brought from New York 0 _ _ 0 _ _ 0 0 

Chl/mp~in Lake, navigation from, to the St. Lawrence; advantage of 
opemng 0 _ _ 

Children, London too full of; to what causes owing' number of Juvenile 
offenders committed to prison 0 0 _' _ 0 0 _ 

Church E~tablished, in Lower Canada; how provided for 
Churches In Lower ~anada, by whom built 0 _ 

WITNESSES. 

Boulton 
{ DO 

Strahan 
Boulton 

DO 0 

D" 0 

Hayes 
Markland 

J Boulton 
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{ Felton 
Strahan 
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Cockburn 

{ Strahan 
Rolph -
Cockburn 
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Strahan 
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Cockburn 
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DO -
DO 0 
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DO 0 
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Strahan 
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EVIDENCE ·BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION. 

PRIN9.PAL HEADS. 

Clare, small capitalists in, their desire to emigrate; disposed to contribute 
towards expense - - - - - - _ - - -

Clergy. See Canada, Upper. 
-- number of; of Established Church in Lower Canada 

See Crown 

Clonakilty, peaceable state of population there 

-- to what owing - - _ _ 
Coal found in Cape Breton in great quantities 

See United States. 
-- kinds of, used in Halifax 
Colombia, expense of tran~porting Emigrants to, and probability of repay-

ment by them; fertility of soil - - - - - - -
-- government of, their support to be afforded for establishing the 

settlers; not indisposed to join in guaranteeing repayment of expense 
Su Malta, Maltese. • 

Cowmbian Agricultural Company; terms offered by them to Emigrant 
settlers - - - - - - - - - - -

-- would join in guaranteeing repayment of expense of transport and 
location - - - - - - - - - -

-- agreeable to receive free blacks as settlers -

Cork, desire of emigration among small capitalists in; disposed to sur
render their capital to government towards expense -

See Limerick, Clare 
-- disturbances in; how quieted 

WITNESSES. 

Odell 

Felton -

{
Nimmo 
Becher 

DU 
Uniacke 

DO _ 

Wilson 

DO 

Wilson 

Du _ 

{
DO _ 

Stewart 

Odell -

I.ord Ennislilore 
Cottages for the poor, comfortable state of, in Sussex; rents of, frequently 

paid for paupers; practice attended with great abuse of poor rates Curteis 
GabLett -- pulled down by Irish landlords -

-- number of, erected in certain parishes in Kent; causes of increase 
of; penalty proposed on their erection 

-- necessity of pulling down, to render Emigration effectual 
Cotton Manufactures. Su l\lanufactures. 
Courts of jurisdiction, established in each district in Lower Canada 
-- of appeals in Lower Canada; great accumulation of causes before -
Crown and Clergy Reserves; revenue from, payable in wheat, not collected 

See Roads. 

__ whether acquiesced ill as a provision for the Church 

-- generally unoccupied - - - -
__ strong feeling expressed against, in Canada 

__ great obstacles to improvement 

__ hitherto nearly unproductive in Lower Province 
__ obstacles to the formation of good roads 
-- when leased; cease to be so 
__ claim of Presbyterian Clergy to a share of them; rejected 

D. 
Disturbances in Ireland, not caused by redundant population 

__ generally originate with ejectell tenants 

Dromahair, estate of, (County of Leitrim); difficulty of disposing of 
ejected tenants on - - - -. -. - -. - . -

Dutch Colonists at Cape of GOOllHope; their farms III the best situatIOn; 
and cultivated by Slaves and Hottentots 

See Cape of Good Hope. 

~. 
Eagtr, Mr. Edward; incorrect statements in pamphlet published by him 
Education, state of, in Upper Canada; Schools how supported - -
--means of extending in Lower Canada 

Emigrants to Upper Canada in 1823, their comfortable situation -

-- able after first year to go on without assistance -

- to pay quit rent after seven years 

See Quit rent. 
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INDEX TO THE P}UNCIPAL MATTERS IN THE 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

Emigrants-colltilllled. 
__ generaJly unable to pay quit ren~ after seven years location 
__ their usual course of husbandry In Upper Canada 

See Land. 
__ mode of constructing their houses - - - -
__ distressed, Society for their relief in l'pper Canada; diseases inci-

dent to them 
__ first steps to be taken for constructing houses 
__ time most suitable for tbeir location 
__ newly arrived; how paid for labour - - -
__ Scotch; to Cape Breton, tbeir thriving condition 

See Cape Breton .. . 
__ straggling; number annuaJly arnvlDg ID Canada -

__ preliminary measures necessary for locating them 

__ desirable to mix with established settlers 
__ system (If regulations necessary for conduct of 
__ European, more prudent than American -
__ assistance of one year's provisions sufficient 
__ Irish Emigrants, their distressed condition at New York, how 

relieved 
__ difficulty of procuring relief for, at New York, unless naturalized -
__ voluntary; their dislike to settle in Lower Canada; chiefly agricul

turists 

-- Irish, generally bring their relatives after them 

__ Irish Catholic, most advantageously disposed of in Upper Province 

Emigration, advantages resulting from the promotion of 

_ straggling, how disposed of 
__ extended, facilities attending 
__ no bad consequences to be apprehended from 
__ not likely to lower produce in sea ports of Upper Canada 

See Produce. 
__ weJl directed, woult! after a time require no assistance 

__ voluntary, difficulties interposed to, by Passage Regulation Acts; 
advantage resulting from tbeir removal 

--- chiefly to North American Colonies 
- juvl:nile, benefits to be derived from promoting in the metropolis; 

assistance to be expected from paris!"! funds, in aid of the measure -
-- extended, difficulty of forming roads much diminished in Canada 

by 
-- agents indiRpensable for conducting 

-- the only effectual and immediate remedy for the evils of excess of 
population in south of Ireland 

-- in Wealds of Kent and Sussex -
-- other measures necessary to give enect to 
-- sums repaid fur expenses of, how tu be applied - _ - -
-- ~xtensive, produced from Ireland by e'llployment given by Mendicity 

SocIety 
- comparative expense of, to the several British colonies in North 

America 
EJlglalld, New, the only seat of the Fishery in United States 
Erie Lake American Canal, used to a great extent _ _ 
-- how long impassable from ice 
-- injurious to American trade with Montreal 
--labourers employed on, always paid in money 
-- revenue of - - - - - _ 
-- produces a great demand for labour - - o· _ _ -

Estates in Irelan~ difficulty of charging proprietors of, with an annuity, 
towards defraYing expense of Emigratiun - _ _ _ _ 

F. 

Fees, on grants of land to settlers, their discouraging effects, when high _ 
-- now reduced - - - _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Fi$h; k!nds of, caught by fishermen of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 

WITNESSES. 

Cockburn 
Boulton 

D" 

DO 
DO -

Rolph -
Felton -
Uniacke 

Felton -
J DO_ 
l Cockburn 

Felton -
Cockburn 
Strahan 

DO 

Buchanan 
DO 

{ DO _ 
O'Driscol 

{ B"h .... Becher 
O'Driscol 
Rolph -
Odt:11 -
Felton -J Uniacke -
Felton - .-
Nimmo -1 Lord Ennismore 
Odell - -
Felton 

D° 
Boulton 
Felton -

O'Driscol f B,,'"'' 
Uniacke 
O'Driscol 

DO -
Chambers 

Cockburn 
DO -

{ Bishop of Limerick. 
Becber - -
Lord Enni~more -
Hodges 
Lord Ennismore 
Rolph -
Bodkin 

Cockburn 
Uniacke 
Boulton 

DO 
DO 

~trahan 
DO 
DO -

Odell 

Boulton 
l-niacke 

DO 
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EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECf COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION . 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

Fisheri(s, British North American, their advantages over the United 
States; may be increased to any extent - - .. - . 

- interrupted and injured by American, on coa!\t of Labrador -
-- number of men employed ill; quantity of flour necessary for tht:ir 

consumption, principally supplied from Unit4:'d ~tates - - -
-- their produce in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
-- not likely to sink for want of a market 
- - class of Emigrants best adapted for, in Canada -
Fishermen, American, advantages of naturalizing them 
-- superior in skill to British 
-- resort to Labrador coast in great numbers -
-- their number 
-- their mode of conducting the fishery-its superiority over British -
-- advantages enjoyed by them in competing with British 
..... - Briti~h American, duration of their fishing season; how employed 

during winter - - - - - - - - - -
-- their usual habitation 
-- the best time for sending to British North Am4:'rica 

Fla,T, cultivated in Lower Canada 

_- seed exported in great quantities from QUEbec 
Flollr. See Lower Canada 
-- American, brought to Halifax, for exportation to West Indies 

------- desirable to admit into Canada, duty free, for exportation 

------- better manufactured than Canadian, and preferred in 
West India market 

------- introduction of, prohibited into Lower Canada, without 
paymeut of duty 

------- warehoused, means of preventing its introduction into 
Canada for consumption 

____ . ___ formerly admitted into Upper Canada, free of duty for 
e:o:portation - - - - - -
_--- easily distinguished from Canadian 

See Genesee. 
Frt:e and common socage, lands recently granted in Lower Canada, held in 

See Townships. 
French Canadian inhabitants of Lower Canada, quit rent paid by them to 

their Seigneur 
-- their lands Exhausted, and condition deteriorating 
-- character of 
__ fishermen, where established, mode of fishing adopted .by them 
Fundy, Bay of, a fishing station for Americans 
-- high rise of tide in - - - -
__ projected communication with the St. Lawrence 

G. 
Gaspe, quantity of cultivable land in 

__ district favourable for settlement of Emigrants -

Genesee flour, advantageil of admitting into Canada free of duty for 
exportation 

__ , inferior to that produced in Middle States -
See Flour, American. 

-- betteF ground thail Canadian - - . - . - . -. - -
Glasgow, great influx of Irish labouring populatIOn Into-tn/hng expense 

of their passage to - -
Grand Jury Assessment, inadequate to supply employmenl to Irish 

labouring population 

H. 
Halifax, the natural entrepot for the Can.adas -. - . - - ,
__ a principal market for produce of Nova Scotia, and Pnnce Edwards 

Island - - - - , - - -
_ advantage to British shipping, of allowing Amencan flour to be 

warehoused there for exportation - - ~ 
__ means of increasing trade of with West Indies 
-- excellence of its harbour 
-- very seldom blocked up by ice 
-- what coals used there 
Hastings, Rape of-See Sussex. 
Hebrides Western, population of northern parts redundant 

. 

WITNESSES. 

Uniacke 
Do 

Do -
DO -
DO -

Felton -
Cniacke 

DO -
DO -
DO -
Do -
DO 0 

DO -
Do 
DO -r Felton -

l Uucilanan 
Felton -
Uniacke 

D" -
f Boulton 
l Strahan 

Boulton 

Felton -

DO -

Boulton 
DO -

Felton -

DO -
Do -

Buchanan 
L'niarke 

DO -
Strahan 
Buchanan 

J Felton -
Heady -l Cockburn 

{ Buchanan 
Cockburn 

f Boulton l Felton • 
Strahan 
Felton 

Strahan 

Campbdl 

Lord Ennismore 

Felton -
{ Uniacke 

Ready -

Uniacke 
DO -
Do -DO -
DO -

Campbell 
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INDEX TO THE PRINCIPAL MATTERS IN THE 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

Hebrides, Western-continued. 
__ minute subdivision of farms in - ~ 

See Sub-letting. 
__ eagerness of inhabitants of, to avail themselves of an advantageou~ 

scheme of Emigration - - - - - -
__ State of fishery there, and usual food of the people 
Hemp, not profitably cultivated in Lower Canada 

See Canada, Lower. 
__ soil of buth provinces favourable to growth of-under what circum-

stances likely to be cultivated - - ., - -. - -
__ cheapness of, essential to success of Bntlsh American fishery 

See Kentucky. 
__ expediency of encouraging the cultivation of, in Canada 
__ emigrant population best fitted for acquiring a knowledge of its culture 
-- plan for extending the cultivation of - - - - - -
-- means for &ecuring a market for the sale of 
Hertfordshire, the proprietor (Sir John Sebright) of a parish in, willing to 

contribute to promote Emigration-mode of contribution-persons that 
would be selected for removal 

See I rish Labourers. 
Hops, may be raised to any extent in Canada 
Hottentots, generally employed at low wages by Dutch colonists at the 

Cape 

I. 

Immediate Payment, deemed a preferable mode of contribution by Irish 
proprietors 

See Annuity. 
II/gram, Mr., condition of settlers taken out by him tv Cape of Good Hope; 

employed at Albany chiefly as artisans - - - - - -
See Cape of Good Hope. 

Ireland, Emigrants from in 18~~, comfortably situated; where located; 
their gratification at the absence of distinction on account of religious 
opinion 

See Emigrants. Tithe5. Upper Canada. 
-- supplies from, to British fisheries 
-- expense ohending labourers from, to Cape of Good Hope 
-- South of, distress prevailing in; reli~f afforded by subscriptiuns 

of 1822 only temporary 

------ evils of excess of population; painful remedies now apply
ing; Emigration the immediate and proper remedy for them 

------ anxiety to emigrate among the lower classes 

-- gentry and farmers likely to contribute towards expense of Emigra-
tion, when fully aware of the benefits resulting from it - - -

-- outrages I;ommitted by ejected tenants and their friends 
-- parochial assessment desirable in aid of voluntary contribution 

-- mode of contribution most agreeable to landed proprietors in -

See Disturbances. Women. 
-- condition of population most wretched in agricultural districts 
-- course of husbandry in .,. 

-- populous districts in. the most tranquil 

Irish fishermen employed in British American fisheries; course adopted by 
thenl - - .- - - - _ _ _ _ _ 

-- labourers, their wages while employed during harvest in parts of 
Sussex - - ,- - - - _ _ _ _ -

-- their meritorious conduct in Hertfordshire - _ 
-- labourers and mechanics find ready employment in United States -
-- labourers in London, their readiness to perform work refused by 

Englishmen 
-- Catholics. See Emigrants. 
Iron Works of Three Rivers, a large proportion of population of Lllwer 

Canada employed in them 

J. 

WITNESSES. 

Campbell 

DO -
DO -

Felton -

DO 
Uniacke 

Felton -
DO -
DO -
Do -

Sebright 

Felton -
{ Carlisle 

Shepherd 

Spring !lice 

J Carlisle 
l Shepherd 

} lloulton 
l\1arkland 

Uniacke 
Carlisle 

Bishop of Limerick 

{ DO • 
Nimmo 
Becher 
O'Driscol t Bi,h.p .f Lim~i,k 
Bodkin - -
Bishop of Limerick 
O'Driscol - -
Bishop of Limerick 

DO -f DO - -L Becher 
Spring ltice 

Nimmo 
DO -

{ DO 
Becher. 

Uniacke 

Curteis 
Sebright 
Buchanan 

Bodkin 

Felton -

Johnson district; adioins the military settlements in Upper Canada; by 
whom inhabited -- Cockburn 

Judges of court of appeals, number of in Lower Canada; great arrear of 
causes depending before them Felton -
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EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION. 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

Juvenile offences, increased by crowded state of London work-houses 
See Apprentice Act. 

-. - vagrants in metropolis, their idle and depraved life; desirable to 
remove them to British America - - - - - - -

------ chance of their reformation there 

K. 
Kelp. Vide Hebridl:s. 
Kent, Weald of, labouring population distressed for want of employment; 

means adopted by parishes for relieving them - - --
See York, New. 

-- - parishes in, willing to charge the poor rates with an annuity to-
wards defraying expense of Emigration to Canada - - - -

-- labouring population in certain parishes of; number unemployed; 
amount of parish rates; number of paupers - - - - -

See Marriages. Scray, Lower. 
_- expense of sending Emigrants from, to United States, and mode of 

repayment -
Kentucky, hemp much cultivated there - - - - - -
Kintail and Lochalsh, population likely soon to be redundant there; their 

usual subsistence and occupation 
_- exten~ive Emigration from the neighbourhood, of small agricultural 

capitalists -

L. 
Labour, usual mode of paying for, in Lower Canada 
-- effects of competition, in reducing the wages of. in Ireland 
Labollrers, able bodied, not permanently chargeable on parishes ill London 
Labrado,', Coast of. See Fisheries, Fishermen. 
Lanark settlers; Number sent out to Upper Canada, and expense per head -
Land, grants of, to emigrants, proposed to be subject to a quit rent after 

seven years 
-- after seven years ample security for money advanced 

See Emigrants Quit rents. 
__ offices established for the locating of emigrants in Upper Canada -
__ course adopted by settlers, ill clearing and cropping in Upper Canada 
-- in Lower Canada 

__ produce of, price, and quality in Upper Canada 

-- in Lower Canada 
__ locating, the best mode of - - - - -- -
__ granted in Lower Canada recently; under what tenure held 

See Townships. 
__ clearing in Canada; class of Emigrants best adapted for 
__ value of, in Ireland, increased by emigration -
__ boards established in each district of Upper Canada 
__ value of? in Upper Canada, increased by emigratjoll. -

See SOlI. 

-- Ireland. See Leases. 
Landlords in Ireland. See Ireland, south of 
__ inducements offered by them to tenants to give up their farms 

__ whether disposed to contribute towards expense of Emigration 

__ benefits derived to them from promoting Emigration - - -
__ principal likely in certain cases, to contribute towards Emigration 
__ few at pr~sent able to contribute, but number likely to increase 

Lawrence, St. River, navigable from Kingston to Montreal 
-- Steam boats used between Rapids 
__ divides the Lower Province 
__ the best communication to Upper Lakes, when Welland Canal com-

pleted. See Montreal . 
__ Commerce on, conducted by steam tOWlllg -
_ measures for increasing trade on 
- longer navigable than formerly - ~ . 
Lu'Ul, French, where administered, confined to CIVIl proceedings, incon-

venient to British settlers 
_ productive of appeals to superior court - - . .- - -
Leases of land in Ireland extensively affected by a late decIsIOn of House 

of Lords - - -
Lessees in Ireland, disposed in certain cases to contribute towards emi-

gration 

Limerick, population redundant, distressed for want of emplQyment 

WITNESSES. 

Chambers 

Bodkin 
DO _ 

Hodges 

DO -

DO _ 

DO 
Buchanan 

Innes 

Felton -
Nimmo 
Bodkin 

Cockburn 

Boulton 
Rolph -

Boulton 
Do _ 

Felton -

{
Boulton 
Strahan 
Felton -
Cockburn 

Dft 

Felton -
Nimmo 
Strahan 
Rolph -

Nimmo 

r O"Driscol -
Lord Ennismore 

1 Odell - -
Spring Rice -
Lord Ennismore 
Spring Rice -

DO _ 

Boulton 
DO _ 

Felton -

Boulton 
Felton -DO _ 
Buchanan 

Felton -
Do _ 

Spring Rice -

D" -

{ 
Gabbett 
Odell -
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37 Z INDEX TO THE PRINCIPAL MATTERS IN THE 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

Limerick-continued. 
-- mischief from sub-letting lands 

__ Irish landed proprietors resume pussessiun of their farms, when 
leases expired, outrages committed by ejected tenants -

__ landlords in, whether disposed to contribute towards expense of 
£migration 

__ arable land, generally converting into pasture -
--- minute sub-division of land in, injurious efiects of 
-- difficulty of preventing - - - - -
-- high rent of potatoe grounds, usually paid in labour 
-- means adopted by landlords, for keeping down excess of population 
-_. voluntary Emigratiun to Canada, considerable; of whom composed 
__ employment of pauper population in reclaiming bogs and other local 

improvements; expense ul subsisting a poor family at home; number 
unemployed in 

-- number of small capitalists desirous of emigrating from, and dis-
posed to contribute towards expense 

-- population of, rapid increase of - -
-- farms in, improperly tilled, to what cause owing 
Location, the most desirable mode of 
-- system of, adopted in Upper Canada 
-- more advantageous to settlers than that of United States 
London, exporu. from to Canada 

See Children, Workhouses. 
great influx of Irish labourers into, in 1822, effect of on wages 
Set Mendicity Society-Juvenile vagrants-Pu.blic institutit.ns. 

Decrease of mendicity and pauperism in 
Parishes, whether disposed to contribute towards expense of Emi-

gration 
Lords, HOllse of. Sa Leases. 
Londundtrry, number of emigrants from, to Canada 
-- of whom composed 
Louisburg, an eligible situation for establishing a colony of fishermen 

See Scilly Islands. 
Loyalists, American, settled in Upper Canada, after the Revolution

Advantages conferred on them 

M. 
Malta, proposed Emigration from to Colombia -

WITNESSES. 

{ Gabbett 
Odell -

{ Gabbett 
Becher 

Gabbett 
DO 
DO 

Odell -
Gabbett 

DO -
D" 

} Dn 

Odell 
DO 
Dn 

Cuckburn 
Strahan 

Dn 
Felton -

Bodkin 

DO 

Do -
Buchanan 

DO 
L'niacke 

Strahan 

Wilson 
Maltese, valuable settlers in Colombia DO -
Manufactures, introduction of into South of Ireland, a means of im- ( Nimmo 

proving condition of population - l Becher 
Maracaybo, population and distance of from other stations; imports and 

exports 
Markets, distant from land to be granted 
-- would be formed in new settlements -
-- want of, experienced by Emigrants 
--- foreign, for disposal of surplus Canadian produce _ 

Wilson 
Felton -

DO -
Cockburn 

DO _ 

Marriages, improvident, discouraged by reduction of cottages; frequently 1 
contracted by minors; inducement to enter into in wealds of Kent and Hodges 
Sussex - J 

Mendicity Society, low rate of wages paid by them for work; E'agerlyac-
cepted by I.rish labuurers, declined by English - - _ - -

-- why obliged to refuse employment to Irish poor 
See Emigration, London. 

JIf~'II~dist pre~cher~, unw~se to grant reserves of land for support of 
JI1~dtlgan terntory In .Umte~ States; mode of land granting there -
],Jlddlemen and rever!>lOners In Jreland, not likely to encourage E~igration 

to <!-ny extent _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Military settlements in upper Canada; when and where established' their 
object; expense and mode of location; settlement regulations ~ -

-- ~urt~er ass.istance found necessary; progress made by settlers in 
cultivatIng theIr lands _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ._ 

-- inability ofmilitar~ settlers to pay money rent from surplus produce, 
after seven years locatIon; t() what causes owing _ _ _ -

-- situation,judiciollsly chosen - _ _ _ _ _ 
-- great proportion of militllTy settlers gone over to the United States' 

their motives for leavillg the settlE:ments _ _ _ _ ~ 
- difficulty of disposing of surplus produce . 
-- want of money and roads e~perienced _ _ _ _ 
~ means adopted by colonial legislature for remov'ing those inconve- . mences - _ _ _ _ _ 

- all sorts of tradesmen in; cha~acter of settiers - - - .-
- discharged soldiers not tbe best settlers _ 

Bodkin' 
DO _ 

Strahan 
Boulton 

Spring Rice -

Cockburn 

DO 

DO _ 
DO _ 
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EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT~ COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION. 

PRINCIPAL' HEADS. 

Millillg, class of Emigrants best adapted for, ill Canada _ 
Montreat'ttade, incteaEoe of when Weiland Canal completed 

See Weiland Canal. 
-- co.~munication with Quebec, improved by use of steam 
!tloraJis land, interruption to forming lines. of communication; how re

moved. 
Munster, lower orders in, disposed to emigrate 
-- distress there, and how mitigated -

N. 
Naturaliz(ltiun in United States, how obtained 
Newfoundland, a principal market for produce of Nova Scotia' 
-- cheapness of passage to -
-- bad system of carrying on fisheries there -
--- fil;ohermen greatly distressed during the winter 
-- a French fishing station established there -
New South Wales, expense of transporting and locating emigrants there, 

how proposed to be repaid 
.- Number of unemployed convicts, their labour available in con· 

structing houses and clearing land for emigrants 
-- price of agricultural produce fluctuating; remedy for that inconve

niellce 
-- prejudicial effects of importation, the colony able to supply itself 

without having recourse to 
-- impolitic to reduce the price of colonial produce too low 
-- no demand for free labour there 
-- emigrants to, without capital, cannot succeed; pauper emigrants, 

with advantages proposed, may be deemed capitalists 
-- sheep, the most profitable investment of capital .-
-- climate; productions; cheapness of labour 
__ likely to become an exporting country, with some encour:.tgement 

(grain excepted) 
-- great disproportion of the sexes, the cause of great immorality; 

advisable to promote female emigration; means of defraying expense 
attending it 

__ • emigrant artizans, proposed to be indentured to settlers; cost and 
nature of their subsistence; their sur[llus wages available for repaying 
expense of transport - - -

__ emancipated convicts, located and assisted by government; prin
cipal part of agricultural population formed of such persons 

___ expense of Emigration from the United Kingdom to -
__ number of free females that could be eligibly settled there; mode 

of disposing of them - - - - -
__ mechanics, number that might be sent out to; their wages; means 

of repfl.ying expense of their passage , 
__ reduction of custom duties on certalD articles tue produce of, 

advisable 

NO'Ca Scotia, an eligible situation for Emigrants 
• -_ trifling expense of passa~e to -, -,-

__ expense per'head of setthng Emigrants 1D , 

__ number of Emigrants it could annually receive, and prosperous con-
dition of settlers there - - -

__ labour of children in great request there 
__ usual terms of locating Emigrants 
-- principal market& in - - - -
_. _ wheat, superior to that of Lower Canada 
-- quantity of unappropriated ~and i!1 
-- climate, soit, produce, fisheries -
_ fi~bing stations; fishery, how conducted 

O. 
Ohio, State of, extreme low price of produce there '," - . : -
Ottawa, river, in Lower Canada, the banks of, a deSirable l!ltuatJon for 

locating Emigrants 

P. 
Paimerstun, Lord; population redundant on his estate in Ireland, measures 

adopted by him for relieving them : - - - - -
Pasiage, usual length of, to Qu~be~ ~nd UOlted States -. - . -
Panl!'flgers Regulation Acts, prejudICial eEect of, on voluntary Emigration, 

by increasing expense of passage. See Surgeon: " . - ~ -
_ provisionlJ required by, not aoceptable to habits of Insh EmIgrants 

WITNESSES. 

Felton -
Boulton 

DO " 

Strahan 
Becher 
Lord Ennismore 

Buchanan 
Uniacke 

D° 
DO 
DO 
DO 

Eager 

DO _ 

Do _ 
DO _ 
DO 

D" 

D" 

D" 

D" 

{ 
Uniacke 
Cockburn 
Uniacke 
Cockburn 

Uniacke 
D" 
D" 
DO 
DO 
DO 
De 
DO 

Boulton 

{
Felton -
Cockburn 

Nimmo 
Buchanan 

{ 
Uniacke 
Buchanan 
Buchanan 

" I 
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INDEX TO THE PRINCIPAL MATTERS IN THE 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

Passengers Regulation Acts-continued. 
.- freqeentIy evaded· • -
-- great abuses practised previous to . 
Peasantry of Ireland anxious to avail them~elves of any scheme of EmI-

gration 
Poo,. }(t1~,. See wages of labour 
-- decrease of, consequent on Emigration 
-- Irish landed proprietors averse to - - -
-- injurious and ruinous to Ireland, if introduced there 
Poor in Weald of Kent and Sussex, their character degenerating -
PopulatilJfl, increase of, that might be sustained in Lower Canada 
-- in Upper Canada 
-- in Nova Scotia 
-- increase of, the only means of giving value to Clergy Reserves ID 

Canada 
-- redundant, evils of. See Emigration, Ireland; measures for pre

venting the recurrence of the evil of, necessary to render Emigration 
effectual 

Pot and Pearl Ashes, the principal articles of export from Canadas 
Premiums for the production of hemp. See hemp - -
Prince Edward's Island; advantages of sending Emigrants to 
-- markets for sale of produce; usual imports 

--.soil, climate, produce, and quantity of ungranted land in 

-- usual quit rent paid for land in. See quit rents. 
Produce, agricultural, price of, not likely to be depressed by extended 

Emigration 
-- exportable, diminished by continual Emigration; when likely to be 

increased 
See Markets. 

Proprietors of land in Ireland, when the immediate landlords likely to 
contribute towards Emigration 

Provision, articles of exportation of from Canada to \Vest Indies, formerly 
,considerable, now nearly ceased 
-- for British American fisheries, whence procured 
Public Works in Ireland; low rate of wages paid to labourers employed 

in,. to what owing - - _ - _ _ _ _ _ 
-- considerable relief afforded by, in Munster 
-- Iostitutions, directors of, in London, their desire to co-operate in 

promoting Emigration 

Q. 
Quebec, commerce of, considerable with West Indies 
-- benefits to British shipping from exporting American Flonr, ware-

housed tbere for exportation, from payment of duty - _ _ 
-- Trade with Upper Lakes, likely to be conducted by steam navigation 
-- advautages from bringing assorted cargoes to, for trans-shipment to 

United States - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

--anmial arrival of Emigra!lts at 
- demand for labour at 

Quit Rents, proposed to be taken after seven years location, might certainly 
be paid by l::migranb to Upper Canada _ _ _ _ _ 

-- by Emigrants located in Lower Canada 
-- by Emigrants located in Prince Edward's island 

-- means of settlers of paying it in money 

R. 
Rapids on St. Lawrence, large vessels ascend by means of steam tow

boats. See Lawrence, St. 

Rent, payment of, much objected to by Emigrants-
See Canada, Upper 

-- exorbitant, consequent on the practice of.sub-tenancy in Irl!land 
-- pernicious effects of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
Rt'Dt78Wners in Ireland, benefits likely to arise to them from Emigration. 

See Middlemen. 

1fvatU, neceSsary, on formation of a settlement in Canada 

-- making, Clergy Reserves not under lease an impedimenl to 
- how maintained in Upper Canada _ ',_ ;. _ 

WITNESSES. 

Buchanan 
DO -

Spring Rice 

Hodges 
Nimmo 
Lord Ennismore 
Hodges 
Felton • 
Boulton 
Uniacke 

Felton -

} Lord Ennismore 
Odl!ll - -

Felton -
DO -

Ready -
D" -

{ DO 
Buchanan 
Cockburn 
Ready -

Felton -

DO -

Spring Rice -

Felton -
Uniacke 

Nimmo 
Lord Ennismore 

Bodkin 

Felton -
{ DO _ 

Boulton 
Do -
Do -

Buchanan 
DO -

( B,"ltoo 
Hayes -
Markland 
Rolph -
Felton -
Ready -

{ Felton -
Cockburn 

Boultoll 
{Hayes. 

-Uniacke 
Cockburn 
Lord Ennismore 
Odell -
Spring Rice -

{Felton -
Hayes -
Cockburn 
Strclhan 

PAGE 
Of Eyidenc:e. 

173 
174 

u3 

186 
19{) 
199 
187 

47, 48 
48 
39 

lSi 

1100 
1110 

53 
231 
36 

36,37 
ib. 

1711 
219 
37 

53,55,57 

57, 58 

!HI, u3 

5!Z 
67 

188, 189 
197 

216 

30 
61 
82 
ib. 

83 
169 
174 
14 
32 
35 

204 
24 
35 

59,60 
149 

8Jl ' 
31l 

41, 42 
149 
201 

1108, 209, 210 
211 

26 
32 

1,52 
J66 
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PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

ltoad,-continued. 
-- ,t'alueof land greatly increased by, in Canada 
- making in Ireland, a means of relieving the distressed population • 
-- through Clergy Reserves in Canada, by whom made - -
Robiflson, Mr.; Emigration conducted by him, successful 

-- description of Emigrants under him; expense per head to government 

-- advantages granted to Emigrants located by him 

Romafl Catholic Church in Canada, propriety of making a state provision 
fur - - - • - • • _ • • • • 

Rum, quantity of, imported into Canada not lIufficient for consumption • 

S. 
SaiJf4enay river, :by what vessels navigable -

-- room for extensive settlement on the upper part of 
St. Pierre Miquellln. See Newfoundland. 
Salt, for British, American fisheries, where purchased; kinds of used 
Stilly Islands, distressed inhabitants of, advantage of removing them to 

Louisburg - - • 0 • 0 0 0 _ _ 

Scotland, Church of, in Cauada; propriety of supporting by tithes; by 
whom to be paid - • 0 • 0 0 - _ • 

- great Emigration of fishermen fr!>m, to Nova Scotia i small ex
pense attending it 

See Hebrides, Kintail. 
Scotch, settlement in Nova Scolia 
Seray, Lower division of; account of pauper population rental; and 

parish rates in, &c. 
See Cottages, Benenden. Kent. 

Sectaries, increase of in Upper Canada; to what owing 
Seigneuries, inhabitants of; annual rent paid by them 
-- tithes paid and usual produce of land in 
-- cultivation of land imperfect. 
-- population in, redundant; their extent, and population 
-- quantity of cultivated land in 
-- inhabitants of, attached to French law 

Ser Townships. 
Settlement, law of, its effect in preventing a free circulation of labour 
Settlements, new, arrangements and regulations proper for, in British 

America 
Ships; American, expeuse of passage to United States, by 
Shipping, tonnage of, employed between United Kingdom and Canada -
_ means of increasing British American - - - 0 

See Halifax. 

Slave., generally employed by Dutch farmers at the Cape 

Soil of Ireland, frequently exhausted by sub·tenants 

See Sub-letting, Rents exorbitant. 
Statute labour, in Upper Canada, how performed 

Steam towing, generally used up the St. Lawrence 

Sub-division of farms. See Sub-letting. 

Sub-letting farms, measures taken by landlords for preventing 

- pernicious effects of 0 

WITNES~ES. 

Strahan 
Lord Ennislillore 
Rolph· 
Boulton 

{Odell 0 

Cockburn 
{ Boulton 

Felton 0 

DO 0 

D- o 

Felton -
. { Buchanan 

Cockburn 

.Uniacke 

0" . 
Felton 0 

L'niacke 

DO -

Hodges 

Strahan 
Felton 0 

DO -
Do -
DO 0 

D" -
DO -

Bodkin 

Cockburn 
Buchanan 
Felton -
Boulton i C,d;,I, -
Shepherd -
Lord Ennismore 
Odell - -

Boulton 
{Felton -

BLlulton 

} 

Campbell -
Becber -

DO _ _ 

l 
,Lord Ennl3mon. 
Odell -

0 

. . b d b f t Bishop of Limerick - Act passed for preventmg; beneficial effects to e expecte t ere rom L dE' . . or nnlsmore -

Sub-tenancy, covenants for preventing, ineffectual - - - - Od~; = = = 
Surgeon, required by Passage Regulation Act, unnecessary - Buchanan 

I ~Zl~~~n_ Surplu& produce, Emigrants after seven years location, able ~o pay quit 
Ready -

rent from - Strahan 

-. generally unable 

_ difficulty of finding markets for sale of 

Sussex, labouring population in certain parts of, redundant; causes -
- labourers unemployed.in, inclined to emigrate; parishes dispo~ed to 

mortgage poor rates for repayment of expense of Emigration . 

R~llph -
Cockburn 

{
Felton -
C o.c k 1m rn 
Curteis 

.-t-... 

PAGE 
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88, go 
227 
201 
208 

203 
29 

82, 83 

74, 76 
192 
191 

1 Q,e, 207 
2P~ 
146 

199, 21'0 

198, 199 
207 

173, 174 
14, 15, 1'6 

26 
:16 

158 
204 
149 

24, ~6 
149 
114 

115 



INDEX TO THE.PRINCIPAL-MATTERS IN THE 

PRINCIPAL HEADS. 

Susser-continued. 
_ EmIgrants from, to United States, have frequently returned; in-

ducement to return removeable 
__ rapid increase of population in Rape of Ha~ings - -
-- poor levy and expeuditure in certain parishes of that Rape 
-- Weald of. See Kent Weald of. 

T. 
Talbot settlement, flourishing state of 
Tenants in Ireland dispossessed from land; outrages committed by 

them 
-- landlords deterred from ejecting for fear of the consequences' -

See Landlords. Limerick. 
Timber rail-roads, the cheapest and most convenient roads for new settlements 
TithtS, amount of, paid in seigneuries to Catholic clergy -
-- Dot collected from Protestants holding land in seigneuries 

See Seigneuries. 
-- frr.edom from, a source of gratification to Jri3h Catholic Emigrants 

See Ireland. 
Tobacco, raised with facility in the Canadas 

Townships in Lower Canada, Catholics avers!:: to settling in -
See Seigneuries. 

-- by whom inhabited; quantity of cultivated land in, and population -
-- not repr~sented in House of Assembly - - _. - .-
--mode of subdividing lands in, objectionable to French population 
-- inhabitants of, attached to Established Church; schools in 
-- increase of population in, before Clergy Reserves available in Lower 
C~~a .. 

-- eastern, not so eligible for locating settlers as the neighbourhood of 
the Ottawa 

T,ade, between England and Canada, tonnage, and number of seamen 
employed in 

Y. 
Van Diemen'$ Land, a more limited country than New South \Villes 
-- advantages proposed to be conferred on settlers there; their ability to 

pay rent in produce 
-.- What class of Emigrants are likely to succeed there 
-- climate favourable to cultivation of wheat; exports from 
--, great want of mechanics; wages high; settlers willifl~ to receive 

mechanics sent out under indenture, and to repay expense of transport 
~~~~ . 

--, I::mploymellt of convicts in preparing land, &c. for ntw settlers, a 
substitute for capital 

-- an eligible settlement for agricultural Emigrants; expense of trans-
port the only difficulty to be $urmounted _ _ _ _ _ 

Villages, in Hebrides, plan adopted for drawing redundant population to 

U. 
Ulster, prosperous condition, and peaceable conduct of population in 
U!Jited States, likely to depend on Cape Breton for supply of coal _ 
-- wages higher than in British colonies 
-- straggling Emigrants to Canada pass over to 

See Emigration. 
-- exportations from to Lower Canada considerable -
-- British fisheries principally supplied from 

See Fisheries, British. 
- their fisheries confined to the northern states 
-- population, more highly taxed than Canadian 
-- annual arrival of Emigrants in _ _ _ 

;",-, - class of Emigrants most advisable to locate on frontiers of 
-- expense of sending Emigrants to, from Weald of Kent _ 

See Kent, Weald of. 
- I 

,See Naturalization. 

W. 

~ages of labour, payment of, out of poor ratts; evils resulting from 
-- raised by Emigration _ _" _ _ _ _ 
Wtlla~d Canal" advantages of, as compared with Amt'ric~ Erie Canal • 
-- great anxiety of A meric;ans excited by its progreS8 _ _' 
- ",heD likely to be completed, and total expense 

I 

WITNESSES. 

Curteis 
Dn '. 
D· -

Markland 

{ 
Bishop of Limerick 
Nimmo - _ 
Becher 

Cockhurn 
Felton 

DO _ 

Boulton 

Felton -

DO 

DO _ 
])0 
DO _ 
DO 

Cockburn 

Strahan 

Sorell -

D" 

D" -
Campbell 

Nimmo 
Uniacke 
Felton -

DO' _ 

DO _ 
Vniacke 

DO _ 

Strahan 
Buchanan 
Felton -
Hodges 

Hodge!! 
De _ 

Boulton 
De _ 
De _ 

" 
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193 
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25. 28 
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)77 
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178, 179 
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220 

105 
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100, 10' 
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EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION. 37i 

PRINCIPAL I!EADS. 

We,t Indies, trade with Halifax considerable. See Quebec. 

-- means of increasing trade with British North Amt.rica 

-- intercourse with British America, how conducted at present 

IV}'eat, the only exportable agricultural article from Lower Canada 
-- quantity imported into Great Britain from Lower Canada 
-- avprage pruduce pH acre in Lower Canada 
-- Lower Canada, not subject like American to the ravages of the fly 

Windtlsea, poor rates there higher than in any other parish of Sussex • 
Women, employed in all kinds of labour in north of Ireland; only in dift. 

gingpotatoes in the south of Ireland 
Worklwuses, London, crowded with children; to what causes owing; 

Emigration to Canada, an eligible mode of disposing of them; expense 
of their maintenance in 

- in Sussex, evil consequences attending 

Y. 
York (Upper Canada), a considerable market for sale of flour 
-- situation of, not unhealthy 

-- New, a better market for flour than Montreal and Quebec 
----- State of, interior settled by Irish voluntary Emigrants - -
----- Emigration from Weald of Kent directed to; expense attending 

it defrayed by parishes; comfortable situation of the Emigrants there 
t,ee Kent, Weald of, United States. 

----- means of relieving destitute Emigrants there 
See Bonds. 

PAGE 
WITNESSES. Of Evidence. 

{ Boulton 50 
Felton - 5 2,61,62,63 

DO - 62 

D~ - 53 
DO - 57 
no .s8 '-' 
DO 63 

Curleis 1I6 

Nimmo 185 

Chambers 85 
Curteis 117 

Boulton 15 
D~ - 18 

DO - 50, 51 
Ulliacke 72 

Hodges - 1133,134,141,142 

Buchanan 184 
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