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To the Freeholders of Lincoln and HBldimand. 

Having been honored with your confidence, for five successive Parliament., 

during which time my attention has been particularly directed to the extent of 

the public Improvements in the adjoining Slales, and the effects produced there· 

by, I was naturally led to an examination of the means by tvhich they were ac­

complished, as well as to a COmpa1"140n of the reBources and expenditures of the 

two countries. 

lVilh a view of dratoing attention to the peculiar advantages we enJoy, the 

Jollowing remarks are submitted Jor your consideration. If you believe. vpon 

i'lVestigotion, that this province possesses resources S1JjJicient, without the aid of 

direct taxation, to furnish not only a liberal allowance for all the ordinary 

purposes oj Governmfnt, but iJproperly applied. to place a large annual sur­

plus at the disposal of the Legislature. for the improvement oj the country, im­

part that 1
o

nformation to others, and lend your individual efforts to bring about 

so desirable an object. 

In the mean time, accept this as an earne3t oj the obligation I feel, for your 

uniform support OR all occasions. 
WM. HAMILTON MERRITT. 

St. Gatharines, December, 1844. 



Few persons have an opportunity of examining, much less under .. 
standing. the extent of the resources of Canada, the amount of reve ... 
nue collected, or the manner in which it is expended. This may, in a 
great measure, be attributed to the method in which the Public Ac­
counts are made out-the items of expenditure for each department be­
ing charged under separate heads, under the authority of '~CIVIL 
LIST," various" ACTS OF UPPER CANADA," and ~'ORDINANCES OF 

LOWER CANADA." And after the most searching investigation, though 
they may be understood, yet they are distributed through the coun­
try so sparingly, that very few have the good fortune to see them; 
not more than half a dozen copies being sent to the district of Niaga .. 
ra, containing a population of from thirty to forty thousand. 

In order clearly and fuBy to comprehend the amount of revenue, 
resources and expenditure, at the disposal of our Provincial Govern­
ment, they should be compared with those of other Governments, simi­
larly situated. The question, then, arises-to what country ought we 
to direct our attention, so as to institute the most natural and just 
comparison 1 Canada, having no standing army or navy to main .. 
tain, no negociations with foreign Governments to conduct, or duties 
applicabJe to independent States, to perform, it is not reasonable that 
they should be selected. The Provincial Government of Canada 
!!ltands nearly in the same relative position to the Government of Great 
Britain,.as the Government of each of the neighboring individual 
States, to the Government of the United States. We have precisely 
the same duties to perform, and no more; the officers composing those 
Governments, and the three branches of their Legislatures, are 
nearly equal in number; their legislation is confined whoBy to the 
management of their internal affairs; and, indeed, their commercial, 
agricultura], and, to a great extent, their civil condition, is similar 
to our own. It is, the,fefore, but reasonable, that we should select 
some one of them, from which to draw the most just and legitimate 
comparison. 



.. 
To avoid tediousness, the Governments of the Eastern States are 

passed over, and the State of NEw-YORK has been selected. Table 
No.1, in the Appendix, has been compiled from the Public Accounts 
of the Inspector General for 1842, and the Report of the Comptroller 
of the State of New-York for the same year. It exhibits a compari­
son of the revenue of the two Governments, from which it appears, 
that the net revenue of Canada amounts to >E<1,396,942, while that of 
the State of New-York amounts to $3l8,300-leaving an excess in our 
favor, of >E<1,078,6t2. Also, that the former derives resources from-

FIRsT-The entire duties arising from foreign commerce, at the 
sea ports of Quebec and Montreal. . 

SEcoND-The duties collected at our interior Jake and river ports, 
arising from the trade with the United States. 

THIRD-The proceeds from all unappropriated lands. 
FouRTH-The proceeds of the territorial revenue. 
Amounting to $1,159,836, which the latter does not possess. 
The cause which has led to the command of these unprecedented re­

sources, may be clearly traced to our connexion with Great Britain. 
Notwithstanding the inhabitants of this province have been made to 
feel, that the advantages they had a right to expect from this connex­
ion have, from continued negligence and mismanagement, been with­
held, from year to year, they never abandoned the hope that the time 
would come, when their anticipations would be realized. To this feel­
ing are we indebted for their persevering loyalty. THEY HAVE NOT 
BEEN DISAPPOINTED. The time HAS arrived: the principle of ma­
naging our internal affairs, has been conceded: a sound commer­
cial policy commenced: the high duties heretofore imposed on our pro­
ducts, removed: the credit of the Mother Country extended for our be­
nefit : and those resources which, in the several States, are reserved 
for their General Government, are placed at our disposal-ADvANTA­
GES POSSESSED BY NO OTHER COUNTRY, AND ONLY REQUIRING TO BE 
UNDERSTOOD, TO BE APPRECIATED. 

Table No.2, exhibits a comparison of the expenditure of the two 
Governments. The different objects for which they are made, are 
enumerated, without entering into minute details.· From which it will 
be seen, that the Provincial Government of Canada, with a population 
of only one and a quarter millions, expends £242,472; when the Go­
vernment of a neighboring State, with a population of nearly 3,000,-
000, expends for the same objects, only £86,503. 

This extravagant expenditure has arisen from a variety of causes. 
The principal one, however, as far as relates to Upper Can~a, may 
be clearly traced to the system of government in operation prior to 
1641. Up to that period, the appointments to office were made by the 
Colonial Secretary in London, or the Governor here. The incum­
bents never being removed, no motive existed for the development of 
talent: as a natural consequence, the most ordinary financial capa­
city was seldom found in any single department. 

To prove to what an extent neglect and Illismanagement had pro­
ceeded, it is only necessary to refer to the Public Accounts at this 
period-from which it will be seen, that not one farthing of the pro-
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cceds arising from the sale of the Crown lands, the Canada Compa­
ny's purchase, or the territorial revenue, was ~ver paid into the pro­
vincial Treasury. 80me of the most valuable plots of land were pur­
chased from the Indians, for which the various tribes were to receive 
a certain annual sum; instead of reserving the interest arising 
from the proceeds, for that purpose. The lands are gone, but the an­
nuities to the original proprietors of the soil, remain a perpetual 
charge upon the revenues of the province. 

So long as the management of the waste lands and territorial reve­
nue were retained by the Home l~overnment, the Legislature of U p­
per Canada despaired of ever seeing them converted to allY useful pur­
pose; but the moment a prospect opened of their being surrendered 
and placed under the control of the Provincial Governllleflt, efforts 
were made to adopt a more economical system in disposing of the 
small remnant which was left, and lo apply the proceeds in aid of the 
general revenues of the province. (See Report of Finance Commit~ 
tee, in 1838.) 

Another proof of mismanagement is furnished by the R ideau ca~ 
naI. This great work was designed to connect lake Ontario with 
the ocean, at an expense to Great Britain, of many thousands of 
pounds, and has been under the control of the Ordnance department 
in England. \Videning the locks at Chenville, and substituting "team 
power, in place of a tug or towing path, (which was frequently 
recommended by the Pruvincial Legi:: .. dature, and clluld have been 
effected at an expense incoDtiiderable, in comparison to the object to 
be gained;) would have lessened the price of transportation one 
half. Instead of which, the wbole trade of the country has been 
thrown into the hands of a few forwarders, who controlled this 
steam pO\\rer; and, by combining together, increased the price of 
freight, up and down, nearly 50 per cent.-thus ilI1po:-;ing a tax on the 
entire upper country, and driving a large portion of the trade through 
the New~York canal. Canals, on this continent, have, with this one 
exception, invariably lessened the price of transportation. 

'Ve have no right to complain of this-no part of the expense ha~ 
ving been incurred by the province. It is mentioned merel) to prove 
the impracticability of any local interest being properly attended to, 
by a distant power. 

The unequal manner in which the duties are collected, at the va~ 
rious ports, is another subject requiring amendment. It appears by 
the Public Accounts, that the charge for collection, at the 
Port of Quebec, is £4,i04 7 7 011 am't collected, .t:7;.!)n·~:3 13 10 

" Montreal, 2,095 17 31 " " 152,403 14 IOj 
Coteau du Lac, 726 0 0 t':3:l 10 H 
Toronto, 400 0 0 6,000 0 0 

Some Collectors exact 5s. Id. on the dollar, whatever may be the 
amount; others, by way of short reckoning, and to avoid the intri­
cate rate imposed by our absurd Currency law, count five dollars for 
the pound sterling. Some are paid by salaries; others a per centage. 
Although investiga.tion after investigation has been instituted, no 
beneficial result has yet been attained. 



All attempts to enterce the payment of duties, by increasing the 
number of officers, ever have, and must continue to prove abortive. 
It is impossible, at any expense, on this extended frontier, to prevent 
smuggling, if the duties exceed the expense and risk incurred.­
The only R.EMEDY is, simply to reduce the duties on every article im­
ported, below the cost of smuggling; and then give the informer the 
whole amount of the seizure. This will lessen the cost of collection, 
insure information, and increase the revenue. To estabHsh econo­
my and uniformity, the entire management of the revenue should 
be placed under the control of the Provincial Government. 

The same unsatisfactory system of management prevails in the Post 
Office department. Postages continue high; and large sums are paid, 
year after year, by the Provincial Government, which are remitted to 
Great Britain. Commissioners have been appointed from time to time, 
to revise and improve the system; but nothing effectual has yet been 
accomplished. 

The only apparent remedy is, to place the officers under the con­
trol of the Governor and Council, and reduce the postage so as mere­
ly to cover the expense of management, without any expectation of 
revenue. 

The CIVIL LIST is a subject of deep interest. It has been asserted, 
that the assent of the Legislature of Upper Canada was obtained to 
this measure. It is, therefore, important that it should be well under-
stood. . 

On the 17th December, 1839. (see Journals, page 17,) a message 
was sent down by the Governor-General, the Right Honorable Pou­
lette Thompson, containing three stipulations-the second of which 
was a grant for a permanent Civil List. This was withdrawn, from 
a knowledge on the part of the Governor-General, that a great ma­
jority of the House would not assent to it, on any conditions. 

On the 19th of the same month, (page 60,) the following resolu­
tion passed, viz :-

'I. That this House concurs in the proposition, that a Civil List be 
granted to Her Majesty, for securing the independence of the Judges, 
and to the Executive Government that freedom of action which is ne­
cessary for the public good. THE GRANT FOR THE PERSON ADMINIS­
TERI:"JG THE GOVERX)IE~T, AND FOR THE JUDGES OF THE SEVERAL Su­
PERIOR COURTS, TO BE PERMANENT; and for the officers conducting 
the other departments of the public service, to be for the life of the 
Sovereign, AND for a period of not less than ten years." 

This resolution clearly shows the intention of the Legislature, ex­
cept the word" AND," which, by some means, was substituted for OR, 
in the original; but it was never acted upon, in framing that bill. 
Consequently, with the permanent acts of Upper and Lower Canada, 
the whole revenues of the province are already appropriated: THERE 
[8 NOTHING LEFT FOR THE ASSEMBLY TO GRANT OR WITHHOLD: THEY 
ARE, AS REGARDS THE PURSE, POWERLESS. 

From the above it would appear, that a strong disinclination must. 
have existed on the part of the Imperial Government, to concede the 
management of our affairs, arising from a distrust of the people. 1m-
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mediately after the close of the war of 1812, it ·was studiously repre­
sented to the different Governors, as they arrived, that a republican 
feeling prevailed in Canada; and that the inhabitants, if left-to them­
selves, would prefer forming part of the American Union, to continu­
ing their connexion with Great Britain. After the undeniable p~oofs 
of their attachment to the mother country, afforded by their gallant de­
fence of the province, before military aid could reach them, ODe would 
suppose that such misrepres~ntations could have no effect. But we 
find the same calumnies continued to this day, arising from private in­
terest, or a total ignorance of the true sentiments and real advantages 
we possess. 

The population of Canada is composed of the most active, enterpri­
sing, and intelligent, from all nations. The cultivators of the soil, the 
great body of the people, are at least one century in advance of any 
part of Europe. A natural rivalry ever has, and must continue to 
exist, between them and the citizens of the neighboring States. 
The farmer grows the same articles, and competes for the best prices. 
The merchant contends for the same commerce. The respective 
Governments, for the same revenue. What the one gains on its 
transit to and from the ocean, the other loses. Therefore, constant 
emulation and active competition must ever continue to exist. 

Under such circumstances, is it reasonable to suppose that a popu­
lation thus composed, with intelligence so generally diffused, would 
voluntarily surrender the striking and substantial advantages they 
possess 1 \Vhat equivalent could the inhabitants of Canada obtain 
from the Government of the United States, by surrender-ing the whole 
of the revenue they derive from foreign commerce, and various 
other sources, heretofore named? setting aside the advantages of our 
trade with Great Britain. So favorable is our position, and so well is 
it understood, that were a separation from the mother country unhap­
pily to take place, it would neither be the interest nor inclination of 
the people to join the U niled States. 

The result of the management of the waste lands of the Crown; 
the increased price of transit on the Rideau canal; the unequal ex­
pense in collecting the revenue arising from Customs; the high rates 
of Postage; and the imposition of a permanent Civil List-all bear 
ample proof, that the power of controlling lhe internal affairs of this 
colony, has heretofore been exercised to our disadvantage; and that 
the reluctance to concede that power to the provincial authorities, 
arose from a misapprehension of the true interests and feelings of the 
inhabitants. Now that we have every assurance, that this obstacle 
has been removed, it is desirable that the respective powers of the Im­
perial and Provincial Governments should be clearly defined, that 
each may cheerfully concede to the other all they are entitled to exer­
cise. There should be no more cause for a misunderstanding between 
the two countries, than between anyone of the adjoining States and 
their General Government Great Britain retains the entire control 
of our trade, with which we cheerfully comply; and in return, she 
concedes to us, practically, the entire management of our, internal 
affairs. In either case, to be effectual and permanent, this control will 
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admit of no limit. The respective powers of the two Governments 
being well understood, our dependence will be limited to trade and 
commerce only. IN ALL OTHER RESPECTS, WE SHOULD BE ELEVATED 

TO A PERFECT EQUALITY WITH OUR FELLOW SUBJECTS IN BRITAlN, AND 

WOULD, IN REALITY, FOR ALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES, IORM AN INTE~ 

ORAL PART OF THE EMPIRE. 

The advocates of the union of the two provinces, among other ba­
neficial changes, anticipated very great reductions, by dispensing with 
one of the two Governments. But there appeared great reluctance, on 
the part of the first United Legislature, to disturb the Civil List, and 
existing acts, until time should test their efficiency or defects. That 
time has arrived. Experience has already shown their defects, and 
proved, that the expenses of our United Government are unpreceden­
ted. The appointment of competent Commissioners, to examine and 
report thereon, could not fail to produce a satisfactory result. 

It is not by any puerile attempts to reduce working salaries, and 
save a few pence from A, B, or C, that an effectual saving can be 
made. A comprehensive, judicious, and durable financial reform, in 
every department of the Government, must be matured and brought 
into operation-the FIRST STEP in the attainment of which, is to diffuse 
general information, by publishing once in each year, a report from 
the Inspector General's office, shewing the receipts and expenditure 
of each separate department of the Government, under their proper 
heads, and embracing every subject relative to the finances of the 
province, as proposed in the report of the Finance Committee before 
alluded to, in 1838, and in the bill entitled, "An act to prescribe the 
manner in which the Public Accounts shall be laid before the Legis­
lature." 

SEcOND-To separate the Provincial from the District reve­
nue. By the present centralizing system, the revenues, from the 
gulf of St. Lawrence to lake Superior, are paid into different depart­
ments at the seat of Government; are again disbursed, and a part paid 
out for local purposes, in the same districts where collected-thus passing 
through an additional number of hands, and creating unnecessary ex· 
pense, as hereafter exemplified in the present Division Court act. 

THIRD-To confine the receipt and expenditure of the District reve­
nue to fewer persons, with increased responsibility. The revenue, by 
direct taxation, is assessed by one person, collected by a second, an as­
sessment roll made out by a third, and the money paid into the hands 
of a fourth, [the Treasurer of the district,] who is allowed a commis­
sion of 5 per cent. 

The revenue from distilleries, inns, shops, &c., is collected by a 
fifth person, [the Inspector,] who is allowed $3 per day for travelling, 
12l per cent. for collection, under £1,000, and five per cent. for all 
over-the money is paid to the Receiver General, and a return made 
to the Inspector General. 

Ferries are leased by the Governor and Council; prices regu­
lated by Magistrates, and amount paid to the Receiver-General, by a 

·sixth party, [the lessee.] 
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Marriage License fees are collected by a seventh party. Persons, 
appointed in each township, formerly remitted them to the Governor's 
Private Secretary, who retained them as his perquisite. Now they 
are paid over to the Receiver General, and form part of the provin­
cial funds. 

Militia Fines arc collected by an eighth party, [the commanding 
officers,] and paid to the Receiver General. 

Fines imposed by the different Courts, are paid to a ninth party, 
[the Sheriff,] and sent to the Receiver General. 

Penalties and Fines, under various laws, are paid to a tenth party, 
rthe Magistrates,] and expended on roads; or paid into the District 
'l'reasury. 

The revenue from Commerce, duties on Customs, and Auction du­
ties, are received by Collectors appointed by the Governor General, 
and paid to the Receiver General, forming, as they should, a part of 
the provincial funds. 

The alteration proposed, is, simply to appoint, as at present, in each 
district, ONE Inspector, to perform the same duties for the district. as 
the Inspector General for the province-to \vhom returns should be 
made of every farthing of money collected and paid out within the 
same: he should, also, make out duplicate returns of all monies col­
lected for the provincial revenue; and forward a detailed report once 
a year, to the Inspector General, as well as the Municipal Council, 
shewing the receipts and expenditure of every branch of the provin­
cial, district, and township revenue, within his jurisdiction-to be cir­
culated for general information. 

One Treasurer, to whom all district moneys should be paid, and by 
whom they should be disbursed. 

TFie Assessors in each township, to make a return to the district In­
spector. The Collector in each township, to account to the distdct 
Treasurer for all slims collected and paid for the use of the township, 
not forming a part of the district funds. The Inspector and Treasurer 
to be paid a per centage, to insure diligence. 

The provincial revenue should consist of duties derived from com­
merce, and from no other source, viz :-Duties on imports, tolls from 
public works, and auction duties; to be expended in payment of inte­
rest on, and the gradual reduction of, the provincial debt, officers of 
the Provincial Government, administration of justice, expenses of the 
Legislature, and contingencies; and for no other purpose. [See Table 
No.3.] 

The district revenue to embrace every description of internal tax 
not named in the provincial revenue. The proceeds of land, and ter­
ritorial revenue, should form a separate and distinct fund-the pro­
ceeds of which, ought to be appropriated wholly for Education. 

This division of the revenue, and the objects to which it is appro­
priated, should be clearly defined by Legislative enactment, which 
would materially lessen the duties of the Executive Council. Their 
attention should be confined to the faithful execution of the laws, and 
originating, maturing, and carrying into effect, such improvements aa 

B 
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would best promote the general welfare of the country. On their in­
dustry and ability to attain this end, would their tenure of office de­
pend. Defining those duties by law, would also enable the Govern­
ment to curtail the expenses of several departments, and abolish oth-
ers altogether. " , 

To commence with the /irst-the EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. ThIS has 
been composed of a President, two Provincial Secre-tul'ies, two Attorney 
Generals, two Solicitor Generals, one Receiver General, one Inspec~ 
tor General, one President of the Board of Works, and one Commis­
sioner of Crown Lands-in all eleven members. \Vhereas, the Cabi­
net of Great Britain is composed of no more than thirteen members­
only five of whom have charge of departments connected with the in­
ternal affairs of the kingdom, viz :-The Lord Chancellor, First Lord 
of the Treasury, Home Secretary, President of the Board of Trade, 
and Lord President of the Council. The duties of the remainder relate 
to Foreign affairs, Colonies, Army, Navy, &c., which are not applica­
ble to a Provincial Government. If, with a House of Commons com­
posed of 600 members, a population of 27,000,000, and a revenue of 
£50,000,000, five Executive Councillors have proved sufficient, in the 
mother country, for the guidance of their internal concerns-surely, 
with a House composed of only Sf members, a population under 1,500,-
000, and a revenue of £365,605, four or five Executive Councillors 
would be ample for the management of the inlernal affairs of Canada: 
say, the President of the Council, (to be a legal gentleman,) one Pro­
vincial Secretary, one Treasurer, (or Receiver General,) one Inspec. 
tor General, and one President of the Board of Trade, or Board of 
Works-four in all. It has been frequently suggested, that the 
President of the Council should also fill the office of Speaker of the up­
per House. The duties of the one situation could be performed when 
his services would not be required in the other. 

Second-THE LAND GRANTING DEPARTMEXT. This has been refer­
red to, as a reproach upon all former Administrations. The amount 
of loss to the province, will never be ascertained. It is believed that 
the whole expenses of the Canada Company, in managing their nume· 
lOllS and extended transactions, which are not confined merely to the 
disposal of lands, are under 10 per cent. Surely, therefore, 10 or 15 
per cent. should be amply sufficient for the management of the public 
lands; and the balance of the proceeds, being S5 per cent., should be 
paid into the Provincial Treasury. 

The remedy is simple. Either curtail the expense of the present 
department, to 10 or 15 per cent. on the proceeds, or employ the Ca­
nada Company to sell them at that rate, and appropriate the balance, 
for the benefit of Education. 

In most of the adjoining States we find, that one of the first objects 
of the Government has been, to create a fund out of the proceeds of 
land. (the first and only resource of a new country,) for the support 
of common schools. Here, although about fifteen millions of acres 
have been disposed of, under the supervision of the Home Govern­
ment, not one farthing has been reserved for that object. The reason 
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assigned for withholding the control and appropriation of Ihose lands, 
was, that they should be reserved for the benefit of our fellow subjects 
in Britain. The plan here proposed, will attain that object; inas­
much as it secures for their children, the means of education, as they 
arrive among us. The casual and territorial revenue is recommended 
to be set aside for the same purpose, until the annual proceeds from 
the sale of lands yield £50,000-the amount now appropriated, from 
year to year, out of the revenue derived from Commerce. This grant, 
however, is subject, at any time, to be discontinued.. No permanent 
fund has ever been provided for this object, and NO TIME IS TO BE 

LOST, as the pu blic lands are rapidly being disposed of, and none but 
the utterly worthless will remain with the Government. 

Third-The CROW'; LA',"S OFFICE has ever been a dead weight, 
as proved by the system adopted by the Canada Company; and, as re­
commended by the Finance Committee of 1838, should be abolished. 
The REGISTRAR'S OFFICE, also, might be dispensed with; as a record 
can be kept in the Secretary's, or Surveyor General's department, as 
heretofore in Upper Canada. 

Fourth-AD~nNlsTRATION OF JUSTICE. Prior to 1836, an efficient 
and economical system, (which, with a few amendments, would have 
given perfect satisfaction,) existed in Upper Canada. The Court of 
King's Bench held a session once a year, in each district, at an outlay 
from the Provincial Treasury, of LESS THAN £4,000; one Dis­
trict Court, four times a year-the expense of which was sustain­
ed by the district, and fees from suitors, \VITHOUT ANY CHARGE ON THE 
PRO\'INCIAL REVEI\TE; a Court of Requests, in each township, once 
a week, or twice a month, WITHOUT A~Y CHARGE UPON EITHER PRO­
VINCIAL OR DISTRICT FU.'IIDS. 

In 1837, our present expensive system commenced, in Upper Ca­
nada, by the establishment of a Court of Chancery, two Circuits per 
year in each district for the Court of King's Bench, and substituting 
what is now called a Division Court for the Court of Requests. 

The entire expense of the Administration of Justice, in Lower Ca­
nada, is paid from the provincial funds, as formerly: consequentlYt 
in 1842, for a population o[ 1,2~0,000, nearly £67,000 was paid for 
that object; and from the District funds, in Upper Canada, [or a pop­
ulation of half a million, about £:30,000. Whereas, in the sister pro­
vinces of Nova-Scotia and New-Brunswick, with a population of from 
3 to 400,000, only £5,000 is required from the provincial funds; and 
in the State of N ew-York, for :3,000,000 inhabitants, the charge for 
the same purpose, does not exceed £4,500. 

The unprecedented expenditure, for this branch of the public ser­
vice, must shortly correct itself, and lead to an entire change of the 
system. The expense of litigation should be incurred wholly by the 
suitors themselves, in all actions of debt, and the officers of the Court 
paid from fees, and not out of the public chest. In many districts, 
scarcely a criminal case occurs, yet two Assizes are held each :year, 
and the district is charged wilh the additional expense; and the pro­
vince also, for the payment of Queen's Counsel and other officers-all 
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of whom may be dispensed with, by returning to the system existing 
prior to 1836. 

The extension of the jurisdiction of the Division Court to £1~, ~en- . 
ders the District Court nearly useless. Costs are not allowed, In the 
latter, in cases of contract under ten pounds, and the jurisdiction is li .. 
mited, in all cases where the damages are not liquidated, to £15: c?n­
sequently, for most objects of litigation, this is a £5 Court-bemg 
confined between £10 and £15-for which each district incurs the ex­
pense, every three months, of summoning Jurors, paying Sheriffs, 
Criers, Constables, and all the paraphernalia of a Court of competent 
jurisdiction; and no good reason can be adduced, why it should not be 
extended from the limit of the Division Court to £125, in all actions 
of debt, subject to an appeal. 

The Division Court has jurisdiction from one shilling to ten pounds, 
and is a far more important tribunal than the District Court; inasmuch 
as it costs the province £5,173 15s. 5d. Sterling; which, being re­
duced to currency, by the simple rule mentioned under Table 1, makes 
$26,050. The method of collecting and paying over the fees in this 
Court, is so just a commentary on the present centralizing system, (of 
receiving and disbursing the internal revenue from the different dis .. 
tricts, after passing it through the various channels, to the Provincial 
Government and back again, to be paid out in the place originally re­
ceived,) that it should not be passed over without further comment. 
Under the former law, the litigant paid his fee direct to the Commis­
sioner, or Arbitrator, and there the matter ended. Under the provi­
sions of the present law, the fees are paid-

F,RST-By the suitor or litigant, to the Clerk of the Court. 
SECOND-By the Clerk to the Treasurer of the district. 
THIRD ITEM-Remitting the money. It must be conveyed to the 

district town, from the place where the Division Court is held, either 
by the Clerk, a third person, or by Post, be the distance long or short. 

FOURTH-The Treasurer first receives his per centage. 
FIFTH-Sends a statement, by post, to the Inspector General, at 

the seat of Government, at the expense of the province. 
SIXTH-A record is made of the same, or an account opened with 

the district. 
SEVENTH-If the fees are not sufficient to pay the Judge and Clerk, 

a warrant is made out at the Inspector General's office, for the ba­
lance of their salaries, and signed by the Governor or Lieut. Governor. 

EIGHTH-The Receiver General sends a check for the amount, to 
the Judge and Clerk, incurring postage again. 

N INTH-The provincial revenue is not only charged with the ba­
lan?e, which appears in the Public Accounts, but with contingencies, 
W~lC? never a~p~ar, such as postage, extra clerk hire, stationary, 
prmtmg, commISSiOns, &c. &:c., the extent of which cannot be ascer­
tained. 

What would be said, if a law were enacted to compel a farmer, who 
grew a bushel of wheat or potatoes, to employ provision merchants, 
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carters, &c. &c., to pass it through several hands before it reached the 
consumer 1 '''auld it be more absurd than the present system 1 The 
only difference is, the one would be well understood, while the other 
is not. There can be no good reason why the most plain and simple 
principles of political economy should not be applied to the Courts of 
law, and the different departments of Government, as to the most 01'­

dinary concerns of life. 
RE)IEDy-Extend the jurisdiction of the Division Court to £50, or 

at least to £25, with an appeal: a Jury to determine all cases oyer £2 
lOs., or £5, under Commissioners selected from each township-it 
matters little on what plan. The most simple and efficient, however, 
yet suggested, is to make the Councillors under the proposed Town­
ship Officers act, ex-officio Commissioners of that Court. 

Fifth-SALARIES. After the discontinuance and reduction of de~ 
partments, salaries should receive consideration. In Canada, public 
officers are paid higher in proportion than in Britain, where individu­
al wealth abounds, and a style of living prevails, to which the inhabi~ 
tants of this country should not, for ages, aspire. The greatC'l' propor­
tion follow agricultural pursuits; they are neither wealthy nor poor; 
their means are limited; their habits of living economical; lands, 
renls, provisions, and merchandise, are cheap, and in abundance: 
therefore, large incomes are not necessary. 

It is asserted, by the advocates of high salaries, that they command 
the best talents. The incomes of legal gentlemen are referred to, as 
they have hitherto filled the principal offices in the Government. It 
must be admitted, that they are better paid than allY other class. But 
in most other countries, the power that office c()nrers, in enabling the 
holders to benefit their fellow mon; to promote the welfare of their 
country, and. the honor and fame acquired by the situation, is a suffi~ 
cient reward; and if any indiddual aspires to office, ii'om any other 
motive, his services will prove wholly useless. 

The reduction should commence at the fountain head. Place the 
Governor General of Canada on as high a salary as the President of 
the United States; and, after the present incumbents, no other officer 
of the Government to receive over £1,000 per annum. 

Sixth-BOARD OF "\V ORKS. This department was created by an act 
of the Provincial Legislature, in 1841, with powers, practically, un1i~ 
mited. A Board of Commissioners are appointed, subject to the COll~ 

trol of the Executive Council: but, as no member, except the Presi­
dent, can possess the means of acquiring information re.-;pecting any 
work remotely situated; and the Executive still less, their power is 
merely nominal. 

The necessity of amending the present act, is apparent: it was 
contemplated, during the last session, and it will doubtless be acted 
upon during the present. In the State of N ew-York, a similar Board, 
to superintend the construction of Public vVorks, and their financial 
management, exists; but their control is limited by law: they have 
no power to expend public money, not previously provided for by an 
act of the Legislature. The same limitation, for the efficiency of the 
department, and to guard the public interest, is necessary here. 
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Seventh-COMMERCIAL POLICY. This, of all others, is the most im­
portant feature in the colonial system, as »efore mentioned. The re­
spective powers and interests of Her Majesty's subjects resident i~ 
Great Britain and Canada, should be well understood. England " 
essentially a MANUFACTURl:'-OG country: her interest is to secure 0. 

market for her manufactures, and the extension of her commerce. 
To effect that object, and insure its continuance, the sole control over 
the trade of her transatlantic possessions, with foreigners, with their 
sister colonies, and the mother country, is retained by the Imperial 
Parliament. Canada is essentially an AGRICULTURAL country: her 
interest is to obtain a market for the productions of her soil. To in .. 
sure this, ODe of two methods must be adopted-either to impose high 
tadffs on importations, (as in the U. States,) to create a home con­
sumption; or procure the admission of her agricultural products into 
the markets of the mother country, free of duty. The former policy 
would create an adverse interest, and bring about a separation, in the 
shortest ~ossible time. The latter would hasten the removal of all 
duties on British manufactures imported into this province, and can­
not fail to perpetuate our connexion, to the remotest period. 

There are certain articles manufactured in the United States, and 
certain oth~r articles imported into that country, from foreign parts, 
and conveyed through their canals. for consumption in Canada, which 
are furnished cheaper than if imported by way of Quebec. Conse­
quently, it is the mutual interest of both the British manufacturer and 
lhe consumer in Canada, to place as high a duty on those articles at 
our interior ports, as they will bear; thus affording protection to the 
former, and securing the revenue for the latter, besides confining all 
the trade and transit practicable, to our own waters. 

To attain this object, the power to originate, by bill, any scale of 
duty-subject to the rejection of the Imperial Parliament-( as recom­
mended by Lord Sydenham, in 1840,) should be exercised by the Co­
lonial Legislature. It lessens no power retained by the Imperial Par­
liament. In fact, the Provincial Legislature can have no desire to 
control the trade of the colonies; because they feel every assurance, 
from the policy commenced in 1842, that the time is not far distant, 
when a full equivalent will be received~ in the free admission of ALL 

their products into the markets of Britain. This mutual understand­
ing of the interests and powers of each, is founded on reason and com­
mon sense; is understood by all, and is the only footing on which it 
should be placed. 

It has been alleged, in justification of imposing high duties on our 
products in Britain, that the colonists were not entitled to exemption, 
because the army and navy stationed here for our protection and de­
fence, are paid by the mother country. This reasoning is unsound. 
The SOURCE from whence the support of the army and navy is obtain­
ed, is the revenue derived from commerce. The CONSUMER of British 
manufa~tures, let his residence be where it may, contributes his pro­
portion to that fund. Consequently, it can make no difference whether 
he reside. in England or Canada, so long as the power of control is 
retained by the Imperial Government. 
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In the extension of that commerce, and its unlimited duration, the 
inhabitants of both countries are mutually interested. The true poli­
cy, therefore, is to remove all duties, with no greater restrictions than 
exist between England, Scotland and Ireland, or between the states 
of New~York and Ohio, where the increase, in consequence, is une­
qualled, in any other part of the world. 

Hitherto, the trade from Britain to this country, has been confined 
to our own population, not exceeding one million: hereafter, Ly ful­
ly adhering to the policy suggested, Canada will become one continued 
free warehousing port, or thoroughfare, for five or six of the adjoining 
states and territories. The cost of transportation from Britain, to the 
boundary lines of those states, will not ('xc('C'd the price of transit from 
the manufacturer in Boston, to the same point-thus opening a com­
petition, the result of which may be easily anticipated. 

Recapitulatlon.-We have endeavored, in the foregoing remarks, 
to shew tho extraordinary resources of Canada. To render them 
more clear and striking, they are compared with those of New-York­
the most flourishing state in the .\mcrican Union. [See Table 1.] 

SECOxDLY.-The expenses of the two Governments, are also con­
trasted, in Table No.2. 

THlRDLL-The causes which have produced the excessive expen­
ditures of our Government, are fully sct forth. 

FouRTHLy-The remedy proposed is, first, 
To separate the receipts and expenditures of the Provincial and 

District revenues, and create a common school fund; as per Tables 
No.3, 4 and:J. Secondly, 

To abolish some departments, and curtail certain others; to reduce 
high salaries, and confine the receipt and expend~ture of all public 
moneys to the fewest possible hands. 

FIFTHLY. The commercial policy of the two countries is intro ... 
duced, with a view of showing the increased revenue anticipated from 
tolls, by removing all duties on importations. 

The Tables in the Appendix are designed to show, that by ordina­
ry economy in the expenditures of Government, all direct taxes may 
be wholly removed, and an ample surplus fund placed at their disposal, 
for the improvement of the country, from year to year, for the benefit 
of all classes. [See Table No.6.] 

By dispensing with taxation, and facilitating the settlement of lands, 
emigration and capital will be attracted to our shores-and not the 
least of the many recommendations promised by this measure, will be 
found in the removal of all existing causes of complaint, by the in­
habitants of both the upper and lower divisions of the province. The 
'former are dissatisfied in being called upon to pay a heavy district tax, 
from which the latter are exempt. The latter are under the impres-
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sion, (whether well founded or not, it is unnecessary to discuss,) that 
the public improvements in Upper Canada are not equally beneficial 
to them: therefore, feel dissatisfied in being compelled by the Union 
act, to assume a portion of the public debt for their construction. 

Unless those Public Works prove a total failure, and the outlay of 
the capital useless, the proceeds will soon pay the interest and princi­
pal of this debt. The tolls will be paid by the inhabitants residing 
above them, who, making the most use of them, and deriving the great­
est benefit from them, will feel it their interest willingly to pay this 
portion of the revenue; from which all those residing in that part of 
Canada, below them, will be exempt. Thus the taxes will be paid 
by those who alone are benefitted. The cause of complaint being re­
moved, all further dissatisfaction must cease. 

By appropriating the proceeds of all the remaining lands, for the 
benefit of common schools, and providing libraries in each township, 
the means will be provided to diffuse more general information than 
in any other part of America. 

By the removal of all duties here, on British manufactures, and on 
our products in Britain, the inhabitants of Canada will be furnished 
with all they consume, at the LOWEST, and at the same time secure 
the HIGHEST prices for all they grow. 

By imposing as high a duty on all articles, when imported through 
our interior ports, as they will bear, protection will be afforded to the 
Home manufacturer, and a Home market secured for the grower­
which, combined with the enlightened policy commenced by the mo­
ther country, Canada will become, in a few years, for industrious and 
enterprising men, one of the most desirable places of residence on the 
globe. . 



APPENDIX. 

Table No.1. 
Rmont of Ihe Slale of New·York, compared wilh thaI of Canada. 

___ NEW-YOR_K_. __ Amount,\ ___ CANADA' ___ A~ 
Auction Duty, . . $200,000 INTERNAL DUTY. 
Salt do. _ _ . lOO,O(JO Tavern Duty, . £31,925 0 56 
Law Fees, _ _ _ 50,000 I Bank.s, .. 10,277 3 1 
Tax on Foreign Insurance Co. 3,500 AuctIOns, - . 7,595 18 Ii 
Pedlar's Licenses _ _ 40UO Rents, - - - ),222 8 1 
Fees of Secretary of Stale l' 800 [seizures,. 2,93~ 6 41 
Sales of Land, _ 0' 1:000 Militia Fines, 309 8 4} 
InteresL on Deposits _ 8 000 I Tonnage, - 560 15 8 

, _~ Casual Revenue, 2,454 11 0 
$368,3UO IncIdental,. 1,992 11 Vi 

Stale Tax,"" appropriated ex- . ----
elusively to pay interest 1 $237,104 46=£59,276 2 31 
and principal of Canal debt, ~O,OOO Receive~u;::~:~~~t~~fMEI'.CE. 

Total, - - - $868,300 In~~~b;~r~,tl.oC!~eaa~~,2g:~~~ g ~~ 
___________ 1 Do. L. Can.da,~082 17 OJ 

Gross Revenue of Ca- £265.326 II 101 
nada, _ _ £407,621 18 0 Terrltollal Revenue, 24,572]5 7j; 

EJ:penses of collection, 42,O~:"": I Public \Vorks, - ~36g ~ 

Net, . £365,6U5 14 II $1,225,316 54=£306,32~ 

Net Revenue of Canada, (in dollars,) 
Less, received from Public Works, 

State Revenue of New-York, 
Less, appropriation for Canal debt, 

And Law Fees, 

EJ:cess in favor of Canada, 

Total, $1,462,421=£365,605 14 11 

$1,462,421 
65,479 

---$1,396,942 
$R68,300 

500,000 
50,000 

318,300 

$1,078,642 

.. The revenue from the New-York canals, exceeds $2,000,000, which, with 
the direct tu of $500,000, is appropriated exclusively to the payment of the 
principal and interest of the debt cre&ted for their conslruction-uceedine 
twentY-liIeven mmions. 
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Table No.2. 
Comparative Expenditures of the Govcrnments of Ncw·York and Canada, 

NEW.YORK. I CANADA. 

Salaries of the officers of Go- I Salaries of Government o~-
vernment, including Clerk eers, t$228,445 
hin-, "$62,000 Lpgi.~l.ltllre, 76,411 

Lpgi::;lature. ] 15,500 Administration of Justice. t 245,~95 
AJullnistration of Justice, ~ 61,500 I' priot.ing , 39,/95 
Prmllllg, 25,000 Militia, 8,018 
Militia, 18,000 Penitentiary, Convicts, &c. 14,000 
Pf'llItentiary, Convicts, &c. 12:750 Chanty. 47,481 
Cha.rity. 62,6"25 Agricnltllral Societies, JO,646 
Agricultural Societies, 8,000 ll\k.;celluneOU$, 8,874 
Miscellaneous, 22,13d Interest on Provincial Debt, 303,332 
AnnUities to Indian tribes, 8,500 Sinking' Fund. 189,198 
Interest on State debt, and The baree consists of Schools, 

loans to Rail Road Compa. I Pen~ions, Emigration, Board 
rues, 283,987 of Works, &c" whi('h form 

no part of the expenriiture of 
the New-York State Go. 

I 
vernment, 291,526 

Total, $680,000 Tot,l, $1,462,421 

• Compused qf the JoUmclIIg Ilems :-1 t Compused of lile fulluwing Items:-
NEW.YuUK.· CA:"AOA. 

Governor's Salary. $4-.0~O Governor's Salary, Sl'g, £7.000 0 0 
ConLLngencips, _ J 355 Proportion of Seizurl's, 541 6 6 
Rents, &c. &c. 1: 1591 Marriage License~, &c. (to 

cover expenses,) 468 13 6 
6514 

. $38,934~£8,OOO 0 0 
Private Secretary, - - 500 ---
Secretary of State-who IS also 1 Private Secrf"tary,. - 324 0 0 

Supermtendent of COlllmon Chief Secrptary, - 2,522 17 7 
Schoolll, • 5,t79 Provillcial Sec'y, West, II 2,417 1 11 

EJl:penses for Capitol, 2,014 Pro\'incial Sec'y, East,1I 2,Jfo;6 J7 6 
Mls\'ellaneous, _ 28,2:U I[ ConLingencips Sec'y Dep. 4,514 13 2 
Attorney General, - 2,353 do. Public Offices, 2,395 18 6 
Treasurer, _ 2,843 Secretaries' Office, E. & W, 363 17 ]0 
Comptrollpr, - 10,80;:) 1 Executive Council, 2,7134 11 9 
Surveyor General, - 3,561 Att'yanri Solic'rGen's,1J" 5,6B} 19 0 

___ Receiver General's Depart. 1,937 ]0 0 
55,486 Inspector GpneraJ, 2,314 1 10 

___ Surveyor General, ~ 2,864 16 8 
Total, . $62,000 II R,gi,trar', Office, 1,016 3 7 

Crown Lands, ~ 7,614 6 0 
-:---:---. --

.Sterl'g, olde'y, 4$. 6d.todol. $208.630 I 38,940 15 4 
do. new do. 45. 4d. do. 228,445 -----

Tot.I, 0£46,940 15 4 

NOTE.--Doilars are principally used, in the above statements, for the simple 
rt'ason, that the inhubitants generally, understand their value much better than 
the currency of the counlry, in \VlJlth the revenue i!> collected. Perbaps not 
half a dozen member!> who passed the Currency act, understood ils opt>ration. 
\Ve are mdebted to the compiler of the Montredl Almanac for 1842, for the fol. 
lowing simple rules: ~o reduce Sterling money into Currency, add one·fifth lind 
one-h~l~ of that one-filth, To reduce Currency into Sterling, multiply by 6~, 
and diVide by 73; or, deduct one-seventh and one-quarter of that one.seventh, 
IUld then add to the remainder one penny for every seven pound •• 
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t Tk expenses of this Department, in CUfUldu, are 0$ follows :_ 
Account B. No.2,. (see Public Accounts,) £39,588 2 4 

do. 4, do.· 994 4 4 
do. 6, do. . 7,JG9 0 3 
do. 9, do. - 12,507 19 6 

t In N~w.Y()rk, from public funds, 
MISCell<1neullS expen ... es, 

Deduct Fees from same source, 

Leaving a balance of only 

------ £66,955 16 0 
$6J.500 

6,5UU 

6g.000 
50,000 

$lt.I)OO~ 4,500 0 0 

Difi'erPllcf>, £6'2,455 J6 0 
Expended in L'Hver C<loada, £4.'3,391 J2 9. Do. U. Canada, £IH.474 5 5 
NIlle.-A lar,!!e itplO in thp i"'spensps of L()wcr ('anaJ,l, is for the Rlll'port of the 

Poill"c P"til"!I"ll'nr'llt. \Vbl'n th~ riistr,d 1:1;':":0; for t1u!< ol'j"I'I, in Upppr Canada, 
amountmg La £::I'l,tldn, are autletl, the expell!'>!:',s here will t.'xceed those of the low .. 
er provlIlep. 

II In ddditioll to their ~ahries, tll:. Sp('fetaries f,)rrnprly rpcei\'ed all lUarriage 
Li!;ensp Fees as a perq1lislfe, amOllnllrl,2' 10 al)Ollt £'.!,IIUO: They are now p<IIIJ Ill_ 
to the Provmdal Treasury, amI one oftbose offict's ;lholislleU. 

\\ The Surw'yor GJnf'tal's and CrtHl'n LUHis OfficF's WF'rF' n0t inclnr'ed in the 
Civil LISt. Their exppns:l' ;If' det'rayeJ li'olll !I.e' ·:L.~II:d 1m I 'i'erJ'Jlorial fPYf'nlle, 

CI ... r!!y RDservp:>, and IIlUIJn funJ, allloullLlllg, in all, '" JIll couJlHisslOn tu agents, 
to £10,479 2 h. 

11" There are certain Fees in arlditioll, attached to these offices, the amount of 
wllJ(:h IS not kllown to the writer. 

Total amount of ExpenilltulE's in ,\'ew-York, 
Less. Interest ()n St:.lte Debt, 

And La.w Fees, 

$680,1)00 
2f3:l.9~7 
50,000 - 303.987 

Balance, 346,013 

Total Expenditurps in Cnnad<1, 
Less. Interest on ProvinCial Debt. 

And Sinking Fund, - -

Balance of Expenditure in New- York, 

$1,4G!,·121 
303.302 
11'0,19" - 492,530 

Balance, $!~,j!).,"'91=£242,472 15 
3.tli.()13 = 86,503 5 

The fi,lJowing f"xtract is frolil a Ta.ble compiled by the Comptroller of the Slate 
of Nt·w-Yorlt, in 1~"1J. 

TAfll.E-S/wwill!f the si/ll/Tics n1'he Stafe (1Ji,.cr.~, the apf'nscs (!/ tile Jllflirinry mul the 
LI~!(i.~llttllrc. 11111/ t!le lulul PUpUW.llUfl, Nd'cllue, (flirt Ell't'lllillUHS, nf tlte SIUT/,l 

Sbde.s /wllled thnein. 

STATES 1::;t.lIC.UI·I'J 1" 1 Lf>~if;L1-lp I [' I R ) EX[lt'IH;j. 
____ ._'_. _ ~er~ :':Iary. ~(~I~:I~; ('Venue·L_.~r~_ 

Maine, 1 $6,576

1

1 
) 1,'200 1 40.G.~71 501.iiJ,j 1 5~,17tj I :311::,li2 

N~w.Hampshjre, g,~n9 ]3,0?~ 20,1I'';l :2, .. .tA,"! I flll,~~~O 50,000 
Vermont, I .... , .. 7.y 1 7.3~.) 21, 003 1 291,85;) 1 90.1 .. 41 90,000 
Massachusetts, 16,50U 50,~3611l4,071 737,466 396.000 44il.745 
Rhode Island, / ],H(}IJ ],750 5,346 10''',9:27 (j9,~07 37,707 
Cunnecticut, 4,73.t 1 5,650 /11,!'!4!J / 310,O'2:! 1 8tJ,OfJO / t'O,OOO 
New.Yorlt, 42,3:H 3;),I'2t! 1'24,026 2,43:l,!:!35 451,i90 918,725 
New-Jmey, 1 7,840.1 5,880 1 1~.8691 372,3.521 ~O,379! 78.(i04 
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Table No.3. 
Estimate of the Receipts and Expenditnre of the Provincial Revenne, nn­

der the proposed division. 

, RECEIPTS. I EXPENDITURE. 

Collected ;tih;p;,.~---I Officers of the Prov-iD-C-ioJ----­
Quebec and Montreal, Government.· £25,000 0 0 
in J!::I42, • • £225,327 8 8il AdtlliuisLration of Justice, ~5,UOO 0 0 

Inland ports, L. Canada, 20,058 9 1 Leg-islature, • • 25.000 0 0 
Do. U. Canada, 33,544 9 6 I MIscellaneous Expenses, 25,OUO 0 0 

Auction Dutiell, - ~,59& ~I SUI"V1us, - - ~,526~ 

£2<l6,526 Ii 5 £2<l6,526 5 5 
The tolls on Public Works, are not estimated in the above. nor the jntere~l on 

the Public Debt; because they should furlll a separate and distinct fund. An 
account shl/uld be opened with each Work; tbe capital expended in its construc_ 
tion, chargt!d, and credit given for the amount of' tolls collected; wbich would 
enable the public to furm a correct opinion of their respective value. 

Eslimate of the Receipts and Expenditure, for 18iO, 
Suppose the Provincial Debt, 

tor tbe constructioll of 
Public Works, to be £3,000,000 Interest at 5 per cent., £150,000 

Tolls on Weiland Canal, 50,000 
Do. St. Lawrence do., 50,000 
Do. all other huprovernents, 50,000 

£150,000 Sufficient to meet the intereat on tbe 
capital eXI,ended. 

This year, (1850,) it is proposed to remove the duties, and all restrictions, on 
every deseription of British manufactures-leaving a duty, at the ports of Que­
bec and Mllntreal, on 

Spirits, Wines, &c. estim'd at £100,000 I PubVc Expenses, - £100,000 
Inland Ports" - - 150,000 Surplus for reduction of debt, 115,000 
Auction Duties, • . 25,000 

-- --
£~75.000 £275,000 

Estimate for 1811. 

'Tolls increased to - £250,000 I Interest on Puhlic Debt, and 
DUliE's, if no increase from expenses of Government, £250,000 

1&>0, - - - 275,000 Surplus, - - - 275,000 
-- ---
£525,000 £525,000 

The removal of un duties aud restrictions on the importations of British ma­
nufactures, in IH50, will diminish the revenue on customs, at the sea ports; hut 
the ~ncrease of commerce c~used.by this removal, will supply this deficiency by 
the Increase of toils. If thiS Ilohcy was at once avowed, and the duties gradu­
aUy reduced, as experience justified, the tolls, in 1855, would not only pay the 
interest on .ollr debt, but detrar the entire ~xpenses of Government-the greater 
part of which, would be ,sustained by foreIgners. Howe~e:, under any circum. 
stances, suffiCient proof IS adduced to show that, by retamlng those duties we 
possess am~le means to disp~nse.with th~ di.strict r.evellues, ~n~ still.bave a l~rp 
Illrplus for Improvement, whIch IS the pnnclpal obJect of thiS mvestlgation. 
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Table No.4. 
Internal Revenue, received and expended, in the several districts of Canada, 

nnder the proposed division. 

___ RECEI~ ___ I ___ EXPENDllLRE. __ _ 

.H.t!vt'llue to] the ye Ir 1~42, am-aug IterJls takf'u trom the Public Ac('ounts 
from Llcensf':; of Inns, Shop~, and DI:.- for ItA'2, B No :!, ot exvelllhture Ih tile 
tllierles, tax 011 Banks, Insurance Com" I st:vero.ll dlstn<:ls 01 L,,\\er Canada, tor 
palll";;, and othpt motlled lrlstltutll)IlS, tile AdministratIOn vi Ju:.\u;e, VIZ -
Fm!:'l<, Fur/<:"ltures, Ferrl(>'l, Rents, Je- SlJerdfl:l,. • • £7,601 1 J 5 
SUltls Est lies, Marriage Llcenl'les, &c. Clpril.s of Cru\\n,. 37:! tI 1 

::;ee Table No. I, and Puuhc Ac- Illterpreters, 10;' 0 0 
counts, A. No.2, 5, 6, I G.lOt('rs, . !::I3G 0 0 
9 and 10, . - £59,276 '2 3~ Prothonatorirs, 1,113 It! J 1 

____ :\IisceJJ.lOeous, 3!:lO 13 I 
Say, - - _ _ £5;),000 Coroners, 1,1~2 1 5 
One half for each section of I Appeals.· 153 0 0 

the province, _ _ 27,500 Constables, _ 6e:6 17 0 
Tutal expenditure in Lower Physicians. - 4-19 I:l 10 

Canada, 20,000 Clelks of Peace, 1,2V9 8 9 
Contingencies, 5,e:(j6 5 6 

Balance in favor of revenue, £7~OO I Uu'OOo-OO 
Note.-It appears Ii·om the ahove stiltement, that the expem;es of the Adminis­

tration of Justice, in Lower Canada, are less tlian the internal revenue paid Hlto 
the Provincial chest. Therefore, no apprehension need be entertained, that the 
proposed divisiun will impair the efficienr.y of tillS branch of the public sen·ice. 
It is a180 evident, that the revenue fj'om similar sources, in Ppper Canada, is 
about equal to the direct district taxes-sal £'25,OOO-which has bern found suf­
ficient to pay the like expl'm''''s tbere. CO;lseqllently, if suustituled lor tbe same 
object, each district would be relieved from direct taxation. 

Table No.5. 
Estimate of the Pl'omds of Land and Territorial Rmnnc. 

RECEIPTS. I EXPE);DITURE. 

Proceeds uf Land, in~-£l(),Of)O Appropriatf'd for tbe suppor-t ---
Territorial Revenue, . 50,000 of Common School~, £50,000 

I Surplus, ] 0,000 

£60,000 I £6U.OUO 

REMARKS.-No data. is furni!Olhed, from which a satisfactory estimate can be 
made of the amount which should be realized from the Hale of Laudti. A$suming 
the measure to come into immediate operation, and 10:),000 acrf':.1 sold per year, 
for five years, at B.s. 9d. credit, the interest would yield £13,135: the cost of 
management at 10 or 15 per cent. £1,968-leaving £1l,157. This fund will be 
a. long time accumulating, but certain in its operation. Whatever may be the 
amount, it would be satisfactory to the country, to have the proceeds appropria­
ted to this object, and an equitable division made. 



Table No.6. 
ErMbi13 (l statement of the total Expenses of the Provillcial Govn'nmNlt, i. 

184~-togt'lher with the proposed allowallce, and the amount of reduction, 
or (wlicipated saving to the province, by the adoption of the system 'rteam­
mrnd,.d. 

EXPENDITURE, in 1842. 

S.llaries of the Orficers of Governillent, 
Adrniuistrdtion of Justice, 
COlllmon Schools, 
Lpgislalure, • . - . . -
Bo;Lrd of Works, (for sundry improvements,) 
PrlOling, 
Contingencies. - - - . 
Interest on Public Debt, &c. &c. &c. 

Tot:!l, 

£56,i3~ 
66.95j 
22.546 
20,0110 
411,000 
9,948 ( 

15,052 5 
134,366 

£~5.000 
25,000 

2:;,000 

25,000 

£100,000 

£31.7:{1j1O 
41,ur)5t 
2'J,5461 

40,001l1l 

£136,239 

10 This saving is effected by the abolishment of certain Departments, and the 
reductIOn of salaries. 

t The expense of this branr:h ofth~ public sf'rvice, has heretofore been referred 
to. The ahove all'HYance is eig-ht fold more than is paid hy most other Govern­
ment!!. Besides thi~, there will be appropriated from the di~trict or intE'l'Uai reve·· 
nue, in the two dll'LsiOIlS of tile province, nearly £:>O,UOO more, for the same pur· 
pOSE'. 

t This appropriation should he tnsde wholly from the proceeds of public Lamie 
-which have been found ample, in other parts of America, and no doubt wiU 
provp abundant liNt". 

II .'~d outlay should be made for any improvement whatever, except under Le· 
gislatlve ('IIOlctrnf'nt. The exppnse of this department.should be defrayed from toU. 
<In Public \Vorks, and not Illixerl up with tile Provincial revenuf'. 

RESULT. 

Tahle No.1, gives the net Provincial revenue, exclusive of to11s on PuhIie 
Wo,k,. £349,235 
Dedud the district revenue, for Administriltlon of Justice, £59,276 
.. And Territollal do. for COllllllon Schools. ~4,:-172 _ 83,848 

Leaving, under the proposed division, £265,387 
To par expem::es of Government, and deficiency in interest, not made up from 

tolls nn Puhiic WOlks. 
Agalil-the same Table ShOWfl tllp. re!,()lJrcl'~ from CII<;,lolll'<, and the Territorial 

revenu~, besi-les the procepils of landE', wastelJ to be £·!"'f1,9;)~1. If, as heretofore 
'Shown, the Government of the StLitE' of New-Yol'k possesses no part oftilllse re. 
soure"s, it follows, that, by conducting our affairs with the same economy, this 
entire a.mount could be reserved for tbe support of Education, and construction 
of public works. 

Table No.2, shows tile expenses of tIle Government of New-York to be £86,-
503. 

Tahle No.5, Exhibits the proposed allowance for the Government of Canada, 
£100,000. 

Table No.4, shows, that the internal or district revenue received by the Pro­
vincial Government, is fully adequate to meet all district expenses; and that the 
direct taxes of each divil'Oion of the province, are about equal in amount-which 
affords undeniable proof, that those taxes may be abolished ahogether, and still 
leave abundant medns at the disposal of Government, for the improvement of the 
COllntry. 



Al'ol,oGY.-\Ve cannot be answerable for the pE'rfect accuracy of the foregomg 
Tables, in detail-as the corrected proof sent by Mr. Merl itt, from Toronto, W<lS, 

'by some accident, not received ot the office of publication. The printing, also, 
has been delayed, in consequence, much longer than contemplated-but they will 
be fuund substantially correct. 
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