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AN ACT 

TO AMEND THE CHARTER 

OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF KING'S COLLEGE. 

[Passed 4th March, 1837.] 

WHEREAS His late Majesty King George the Fourth, was 

graciously pleased to issue his Letters Patent, bearing 

date at Westminster, the Fifteenth day of March, in the 

eighth year of His Reign, in the words following:­

"George the Fourth, by the Grace of God, of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender 

of the Faith, and so forth: To all to whom these Presents 

shall come-Greeting: Whereas the establishment of a Charter of Kin~'s 
Cullegt' 't'dt4'tl, 

College within our Province of Upper Canada, in ~orth . 

America, for the education of Youth in the principles of 

Christian Religion, and for their instruction in the various 

branches of Science and Literature which are taught in 

our Universities in this Kingdom, would greatly conduce 

to the welfare of our said Province: And whereas, hum-

ble application hath been made to Us by many of our 

loving Subjects in our said Provincc, that We would be 

pleased to grant our Royal Charter for the more perfcct 

establishment of a College therein, and for incorporating 

the Members thereof, for the purposes aforesaid: Now 

Know Ye, that We having taken the premises into Our 

Royal consideration, and duly weighing the great utility 

and importance of such an Institution, have, of our special 

grace, certain knowledge, and mere motio!), ordained and 

granted, and do by these Presents for Us, our Heirs and 

Successors, ordain and grant, that there shall be esta­

blished, at or near our Town of Y OJ;k, in our said Province 
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of U ppcr Cnnada, from this time, one College, with the 

,tylp al1<l pri\'ilcges of an Uni\'crsity, as hereinafter ui­

reded, for the education and instruction of Youth and 

Students in Arts and ~.aculties, to continue for eH'r, to 

bc called' King's College:' 'lnd We uo hcreby declare 

and grant, that our trusty anll well-beloved, the Right 

Hen'rcnt! Father in God, Cha\les James, Bishop of the 

Diocese of Quebec, or the Bis1\l..p for the time being of 

the Diocese in which the said'l1'own of York may be 

situate, on any future division 01 alteration of the said 

present Diocese of Qucbcc, shall,\for Us, and on our be­

half, be Visitor of the said Colleg.; and that our trusty 

and well-beloved Sir Peregrine Maitland, our Lieutenant 

Govcrnor of our said Province, or the Governor, Lieu­

tenant Governor, or Person administering the Government 

of our said Province, for the time being, shall be the 

Chancellor of our said College: And Wc do hereby de­

clare, ordain and grant, that there shall at all times he 

one President of our said College, who shall he a Clergy­
man, in Holy Orders, of the United Church of England 

and Ireland, and that there shall be such and so many 
Professors in different Arts and Faculties within our said 

College, as from time to time shall be deemed necessary 

or expedient, and as shall be appointed by Us or by the 
Chancellor of our said College, in onr behalf and during 

our pleasure: And We do hereby grant and ordain, that 

the Reverend John Strachan, Doctor in Divinity, Arch­

deacon of York, in our said Province of Upper Canada, 

shall bc thc first President of our said Collegc: ..and the 

Archdeacon of York, in our said Province. fOr the time 

being, shall by virtue of such his O/lie((, bc at all times 

the President of the said Collel'\C' ,and We do hereby 

for Us, our Heirs and Successors, will, ordain and grant, 

that the said Chancellor and President, and the said Pro­

fessors of our said College, and all persons who shall bc 

duly matriculated into and adrnitted as Scholars of our 

said College, and their Successors, for ever, shall he one 

distinct and separate Body Politic and Corporate, in deed 



and in name, by th(' name anu ~tyle of' The Chancellor, 

Pre~ident, anti Scholars of King's Col1('ge, at York, in 

the Province of Upper Canada,' and that by the sallle 

name they shall have perpetual suc(.'l'~:-.ion, and a ComnlOll f'h;trtf'T of King's 
l'qllcgc, rl'cited. 

Seal, and that th('y and their SUt"','""rs shall, from time 

to time, have full power to alter, renew or change snch 

Common S(,:lI, at their will and pleasure, and as shall be 

found convenient; and that by the same name thl'Y the 

said Chancellor, President and St'hola", and thl'ir SUl'­

eessors, from time to time, and at all times hereaftl'r 

shall be able and capable to have, take, receive, purchase, 

acquire, hold, possess, enjoy and maintain, to and for the 

nse of the said College, any :\iessuages, Lands, Tenements 

and Hereditaments, of what kind, nature or quality soever, 

situate and being within our said Province of Upper Ca­

nada, so as the same do not exceed in yearly value the 

sum of Fifteen Thousand Pounds, Sterling, above all 

charges, and moreover to take, purchase, acquire, have, 

hold, enjoy, receive, possess and retain, all or any Goods, 

Chattels, Charitable or other Contributions, Gifts or Be­

nefactions whatsoever: And \Y e do hereby declare and 

grant that the said Chancellor, President and Scholars, 

and their Successors, by the same name, shall and may 

be able and capable in Law, to sue and be sued, implead 

and be impleaded, answer and be answered, in all or any 

Court or Courts of Record within our United Kingtlom 

of Great Britain and Ireland, and our said Province of 

Upper Canada, and other our Dominions, in all and sin­

gular actions, causes, pleas, suits, matters and demands 

whatsoever, of what nature or kind soever, in as large, 

ample and beneficial a manner and fono as any other 

Body Politic and Corporate, or any other our liege Sub­

jects, being persons able and capable in Law, mayor ean 

sue, implead or answer, or be sued, impleaded or an"wcrl'<l, 

in any manner whatsoeyer: And Wl' do hereby declare, 

ordain and grant, that there shall be within our said 

College or Corporation a Council, to be called and known 

by the name of 'The College Council,' and \Yc do will 
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and ordain tbat tbe said Council shall consist of tbe 
Cbancellor and President, for tbe time being, and of 

Seven of tbe Professors in Arts and Faculties, of our said 
College, and tbat sucb seven Pr~rs sball be Members 

of the E4tablished United Church of England and Ireland, 
and sbalf. previously to tbeir admission into the said Col-

_lege CO'fncil, severally sign and subscribe the Thirty-nine 

.Articles\>f Religion, as declared and set forth in tbe Book 

of Comn1<>n Prayer; and in case at any time there should 
not be wtthin our said College Seven Professors of Arts 
and Faculties, being Members of the Establisbed Churcb 
aforesaid,/then our will and pleasure is, and We do hereby 
grant an10rdain, that the said College Council shall be 
filled up 10 the requisite number of Seven, exclusive of 
the ChaIJeellor and President, for the time being, by sucb 

persons lJeing Graduates of our said College, and being 
MembeIf; of the Established Church aforesaid, as shall for 

that pUfpose be appointed by the Chancellor, for the time 
being, of our said College, and which Members of Council 
shall in !like manner subscribe the Thirty-nine Articles 
aforesaill, previously to their admission in the said College 
Councif. And whereas it is necessary to make provision 
for the completion and filling up of the said Council, at tbe 
first institution of our said College, and previously to tbe 
appointment of any Professors or the conferring of any 
Degrees therein: Now We do further ordain and declare, 
that the Chancellor of our said College for the time 

being, shall, upon or immediately after the first institution 
thereof; by Warrant under his hand, nominate and appoint 

Seven discreet and proper persons, resident within our 
said Province of Upper Canada, to constitute jointly with 
him the said Chancellor and the President of our said 

College, for the time being, the first or original Council 
of our said College, which first or original Members of 

the said Council shall in like manner respectively sub­
scribe the Thirty-nine Articles aforesaid, previously to 
their admission into tbe said Council: and We do further 
declare and grant, that the Members of the said College 
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'Council, holding within our said College the Offices of 

Chancellor, President, or Professor in any Art or Faculty, 

shall respectively hold their seats in the said Council, so 
long as they and each of them shall retain such their ('1,,,,,., of K'ng"s 

College, reciteLl 
Offices as aforesaid, and no longer, and that the :'Ilt'mbers 

of the said Council not holding Offices in our said College 

shall, from .time to time, vacate their Sl'ats in the said 

Council, when and so soon as there shall be an adequate 
number of Professors in our said College, being :'IIembers 

of the Established Church aforesaid, to fill up the said 

Council to the requisite number before mentioned: And 

We do hereby authorise and empower the Chancellor. 

for the time being, of our said College, to decide in eaeh 
case what particular Member of the said Council not 
holding any such Office as aforesaid, shall vacate his seat 

in the said Council, upon the admission of any new 
. Member of Council holding any such Office: And We 

do hereby declare and grant that the Chancellor, for the 
time being, of our said College, shall preside at all meet-
ings of the said College Council which he may deem it 

proper and convenient to attend, and that in his absence 
the President of our said College shall preside at all such 
meetings, and that in the absence of the said President, 
the Senior Member of the said Council present at any 

such meeting shall preside thereat, and that the seniority 
of the Members of the said Council, other than the 
Chancellor and President, shall be regulated according 

to the date of their respective appointments: Provided 

always, that the Members of the said Council being 
Professors in our said College, shall in the said Council 
take precedence over, and be considered as Seniors to 
the Members thereof not being Professors in our said 
College: And We do ordain and declare, that no meeting 
of the said Council shall be, or be held to be a lawful 
meeting thereof, unless five Members, at the least, be 

present during the whole of every such meeting; and 
that all questions and resolutions proposed for the deci-

sion of the said College Council, shall be determined by 
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the majority of the yotcs of the Members of Council 

prcscnt, induding the yote of the Presiding Mcmber, 

ami that in the cvent of an equal division of such yotcs, 

the :'IIcmhcr l"'csiding at any such mceting shall give an 
additional or casting vote: And \Ye do further declarc, 

that if any :'Ilcl1lbcr of the said Council shall die, or resign 

his scat ill the said Council, or shall be sn.'pended or 

removed from the same, or shall, by reason of any bodily 

01' lllental i"iil'l!iity, or by reason of his absence from the 

,,,it! Prodnce, become incapable, for three calendar 

Illonths, or npwards, of attending the meetings of the 

said Council, then, and in every such "ase, a tit and 

proper person .hall be appointed by the said Chancellor, 

tu act as, and be a :'I[cmbcr of the said Council, in the 

place and stead of the Member so dying or resigning, 

or so suspende'l, or removed, or incapacitated, as afore­

said, and .uch new Member succeeding to any Member 

so suspended or incapacitated, shall vacate such, his office, 

on the remoyal of any such suspension, or at the termi­

nation of any such incapacity aforesaid of his immediate 

predecessor in the said Council: And We do further 

ordain and grant, that it shall and may be competent to 

and for the Chancellor for t he time being of our Haid 

College, to suspend from his seat in the said Council, 

any Member thereof, for any just and reasonable cause 

to the said Cbaneellor appearing: Provided, that the 

grounds of every such suspension shall be entered and 

recorded, at length, by the said Chancellor, in the Books 

of the said Council, and signed by him; aud every person 

so suspended, shall, thereupon, cease to be a Member 

of the said Council, unless, and until he shall be restored 
to, and re-established in such his station therein, by any 

order to be made in the premises by Us, or by the said 

Visitor of our said College, acting on our behalf, and in 
pursuance of any special reference from Us: And We 

do further declare, that any Member of the said Council 

who, without sufficient cause, to be allowed by the said 

Chancellor, by an order entered for that purpose on the 



9 

Books of the said Council, shaH absent himself from an 

the meetings thereof which !Day be held within any six 

successive callmdar monl'lls, shall thcreupon vacate such 
his seat in the said Council: And ". c do ·by thesc I'hart.r of King" 

Collt'~e, .rerit('ti. 
Presents, for Us, our Ileirs and Successors, will, ordain 

and grant, that the said Council of our said Colkge 

shall have ,power and authority to frame and make 

Statutes, Rules, and Ordinanccs, touching and concerning 

the good government of the said College, the perfor­

mance of Divine S~rvice therein, the Studies, Lectures, 

Exercises, Degrees in Arts and Facultics, and aU matt~rs 

regarding the same; the residence and duties of the 

President of ou~ said College; the number, .residencc 

and duties, of the Professors thereof; the managcment 

of the Revenues and Property of our said College; the 
salari~s,-stipends, provision and emoluments, of and for 

the President, Professors, 8cholars, Officers and SCl'\'ants 

thereof: the number and duties of such Officers and 

Servants; and also touching and concerning any other 

matter or thing which to them shaH seem good, fit and 

uselDl, lor tne well-being and advancement of our said 

College, and agreeable to this our Charter; and also, 

from time ·to .tillie, by any l.Iew Statutes, Rules or 

Ordinances, to revoke, renew, augment or alter, all, 

every, or any of the said Statutes, Hules and Ordi­

nances, as to them &hall seem meet and expedient: 

Pruvided always, that the said Statutes, Rules and 

Ordinances, or any of them, shall not be repugnant 

to the Laws and Statutes of the United Kingdom of' 

Great Britain and Ireland, or of our said Provincc 

of Upper Canada, or to this our Charter: Provided 

also, that the said Statutes, Rules, and Ordinances, 

shall be suhject to the approbation of the said Visitor 

of our said College for the time being, and shall be 

forthwith transmitted to the said Visitor for that pur­

pose; and that in case the said Visitor shall, for us and 

on our behalf, in writing, signify his disapprobation 

thereof within two years of the time of their being so 

B 
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made and framt:d, the same, or such part thereof as shall 

be so disapproved of by the said Visitor, shall, from the 
time of such disapprobation being made known to tbe 

said Chancellor of our said College, be utterly void and 

of no effect, but otherwise, shall be and remain in full 
force and virtue: Provided, nevertheless, and We do hereby 

expressly S:l ve and reserve to Us, our Heirs and Suc­
cessors, the power of reviewing, confirming or reversing, 

by any order or orders to be by Us or them made, in our 
or tbeir Privy Council, all or auy of the decisions, sen­

tences or orders, so to be made as aforesaid by the said 
Visitor, for Us and on our behalf, in reference to the 

said Statutes, Rules and Ordinances, or any of them: 
And We do further ordain and declare, that no Statute, 
Rule or Ordinance, shall be framed or made by the said 
College Council, touching the matters aforesaid, or any 
of them, excepting only such as shall be proposed for 
tbe consideration of the said Council by JheJ)hancellor 
for the time being of our said College: and We do 
reqUire ana enJOID tne sala I.,;nanCellor tnereof, to consult 
with the President of our said College, and the next 
Senior Member of the said College Council, respecting 
all Statutes, Rules and Ordinances, to be proposed by 
him to the said Council, for their consideration: And 
\Ye do hereby, for Us, our Heirs and Successors, charge 
and command, that the Statutes, Rules or Ordinances, 
aforesaid, subject to the said provisions, shall be strictly 
and inviolably observed, kept and performed, from time 

to time, in full vigour and effect, under the penalties to 
be thereby or therein imposed or contained: and We do 
further will, ordain and grant, that the said College shall 

be deemed and taken to be an University, and shall have 
and enjoy all such and the like privileges as are enjoyed 
by our Universities of our United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, as far as the same are capable of 
being had or enjoyed, by virtue of these our Letters 

Patent; and that the Students in the said College shall 

have liberty and faculty of taking the degrees of Bachelor, 
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Master and Doctor, in the several Arts and Faculties, at 

the appointed times, and shall have liberty within them­

selves of performing all Scholastic Exercises, for the 
conferring such degrees, ill such manner as shall be di­

rected by the Statutes, Rules and Ordinances of the said 
College: And We do further will, ordain and appoint, 

that no Religious test or qualification shall be required 
of, or appointed for any persons admitted or matriculated 

as Scholars within our said College, or of persons admit­
ted to any degree in any Art or Faculty therein, saH.' 
only that all persons admitted within our said College 

to any degree in Divinity, shall make such and the same 

declarations and subscriptions, and take such and the 

same oaths as are required of persons admitted to any 
degree of Divinity in our University of Oxford: And 

We do further will and direct and ordain, that the Chan­
cellor, President and Professors of our said College, and 
all persons admitted therein to the degree of Master of 

Arts, or to any degree in Divinity, Law or Medicine, and 
who, from the time of such their admission to such de­

gree, shall pay the annual sum of Twenty Shillings, 

Sterling Money, for and towards the support and main­
tenance of the said College, shall be, and be deemed, 

taken and reputed, to be Members of the Convocation 
of the said University, and as such Members of the said 
Convocation shall have, exercise and enjoy, all Guch and 

the like privileges as are enjoyed by the Members of the 
Convocation of our University of Oxford, so far as the 
same are capable of being had and enjoyed, by virtue of 
these our Letters Patent, and consistently with the pro­

visions thereof: And We will, and by these Presents 
for Us, our Heirs and Successors, do grant and declare, 

that these our Letters Patent, or the enrolment or ex­

emplification thereof, shall and may be good, firm, valid, 
sufficient and effectual, in the Law, according to the true 
intent and meaning of the same, and shall be taken, con­

strued and adjudged, in the most favorable and bene­

ficial sense, for the best advantage of the said Chancellor, 

Charter of King's 
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President and Scholats df our said College, as wdl in our 

Courts of Record as else'whete, Bnd by all and singular 

Judges, Justices, Officer"; Ministers and other Subjects 

whatsoever, of Us, our Heirs and Successors, any mis­

recital, non-recital, omission, imperfection, defect, matter, 

cause or thing whatsoever, to the contraty thereof in 

anywise notwithstanding: In Witness whereof We have 

caused these our Letters to be made Patent :-Witness 

Ourself at Westminster, the Fifteenth day of Match j in 

the Eighth year of Our Heign-By writ of Privy Seal. 

-(Signcd)-Bathurst": And whereas, certain altera­

tions appear necessary to be made in the same; in order 

to meet the desire and circumstances of the Colony, and 

that the said Charter may produce the benefits intended: 

Be it therefore enacted by the King's Most ExcelleNt 

Majesty, by and with the advice and cOllsent of the i.e. 

gislative Council and Assembly of the Province of Upper 

Canada, constituted and established by virtue of and 
under the authority of an Act passed in the Parliament 

of Great Britain, entitled, "An Act to repeat cp.rtain 

parts of an Act passed in the fourteenth year of His 
Majesty's Reign, entitled, 'An Act for making more 

effectual provision for the Government of the Province 

of Quebec, in North America, and to make further pro· 

vision for the Government of the said Province,'" and 

by tht! authority of the same, That for and not with· 

standing any thing in the said Charter contained, the 

Judges of Hi" Majestis Court of Kingis Bench shall, 

for and on behalf of the King, be Visitors of the said 

College, in the place and stead of the Lord Bishop of 

the Diocese of Quebec, for the time being, and that the 

President of the said University, on any future ncancy, 

shall be appointed by His Majesty, His Heirs and Suc­

cessors, without requiring that he should be the Incum­

bent of any Ecclesiastical Office; and that the :\lcmbers 

of the dollege Council, including the Chancellor and 

President, shall be Twelve in number, of whom the 

Speakers of the two Houses of the Legislature of the 
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Province, anu His Majesty's Attorney and Solicitor 

General f'or the time being shall be four, and the r.,main­

der shall consist of the five Senior Professors of Arts 
and Faculties of the said College, and of the Principal 

of the Minor or Upper Canada College I and in <"ase 

there shall not at any time be five Professots as afore­

said in the said College, and until Professors shall be 
appointed therein; the Council shall be filled with ~Icm­
bers to be appointed as in the said Charter is pro"lded, 

except that it shall nat be necessary that ahy :\Iember ~o Mc'mber of the 

of the College Council to be so appointed; or that any ~~~~~!:o~~~~~~, ur 

Member of the said College Council, or anr Prof"ssor, ~':~i;.';;;;:'t;~~:~~ b< 

to be at any time appointed j shall be a Member of the Churd. of England, 

Church of En§lal1d; or subse-ribe to any Articles crf Re-
ligion other than a d~claration that they belie\'e in the 
authenticity and Divine Inspiration of the Old and New 

Testament, and in the doctrine of the Trinity; and fur- No religiuus test 

ther, that no religious test or qualification be required or required of St"""nU. 

appointed fol' any person admitted or matriculated as 

Scholars within the said College, or crf persons aumitted 
to any degree fJJ' faculty therein. 

II, And Wheteas, it is expedient that the Minor or t'pper Canada c.:ol­

Upper Canada College, lately erected in the City of ~~~ ~~.~oD~r:!;~ty 
Toronto, should be incorporated with, and form an ap- of King', College. 

pendage of the University of King's College: Be il 

therefutl! enacted by tile aulhorityaforesaid, That the said 
Minor or Upper Canada College shall be incorporated 

with, and form an appendage of the University of King's 
College, and be subject to its jurisdiction and control. 

III, And be it further enacted by the aulllOrity aforesaid, 
Ptincipal of Upper 

That the Principal of the said Minor or Upper Canada ~:pno~~~e~o~~e1~i!0 b. 

College shall be appointed by the King, during His Majesty during 
pleasure. 

Majesty's pleasure. 
IV. And be itfutthet' enacted by the aulhority aforesaid, 

. Yice Principal and 
That the Vice- Principal and Tutors of the said Mmor Tutors of Upper 

. Canada College to be: 
or Upper Canada College, shall be Dommated by the nominated hy the 

, , K" C 11 b' Chancellor of King', Chancellor of t~e U lIIverslty of 109 s 0 !!gl.'j su ~ect College, subject to 
, C 'I b the approval of the to the approval or dIsapproval of the ,0unCI t ereof. College Council. 
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V. And be it further enacted by the auJhoTity aforesaid, 

Chancellor of King'. That it shall and may be lawful for the Chancellor of 
College rna)' 8u!'IpE'nd 
or ,,'mo," Vice-Prin· the said University, for the time being, to suspend or 
cipal or Tutors of 
King', Cullege, remove eithrr the Vice-Principal or Tutors of the said 

Minor or Upper Canada College: Provided, that such 

suspension or removal be recommended by the Council 

of the said Uuiversity, and the grounds of such suspen­

sion or removal recorded at length in the Books of the 

.aid Council. 
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