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ADVERTISEMENT. 

IN committing the following Sermon to the Press, which is 
done in compliance with the request of fi'iends, the Author 
feels it to be his du ty to state, that as little more than the 
outlines of it, as it now appears, were composed before 
delivery, he is aware that several ideas and sentences will now 
be tound in it, which did not then occur-that others, which 
were before exhibited, will here appear in a more extended 
form-while it is probable some few thoughts and expressions, 
introduced at ils delivery, may here be omitted. The Sermon, 
however, is substantially the same, and, no doubt, will be 
easily recognised by those who heard it delivered; and it is 
now presented to the public, with its alterations and imper­
fections, without further apology, as a sincere, though trifling 
expression of loyal and affectionate respect for the memory of 
our late revered Sovereign, and with an ardent desire that it 
may be rendered useful to those who shall think it worthy of . 
a. perusal. 

<1",b,., April 71",1820. 



A SERMON. 
ECCLESIASTES 6. 6. 

" Do not all go to one place? " 

rrHE sable draperies of death which we behold this day 
hung up in the House df God, silently, yet impn>ssively an­
nounce the departure of one of our fellow-mortals fi'om the 
shores of time and mortality; nor need YdU be informed, that 
these emblems of grief and mourning, are sacred to the memory 
bfthatillustrious personage, who for nearly sixty years sustain­
ed the august title of GEdRGE THE THIUD, KING OF 

GREAT BRITAIN, &c. &c. &:c. our late venerable and be­
loved Monarch, who has been permitted by Heaven to sway 
a sceptre, and wear a crown, longer than any of his predeces­
sors ; but whose death has beel1 recently announced. But as 
it was said of one of the Patriarchs, "And all the days of 
Methuselath were nine hundred and sixty and nine years and 
he died," (I) so it may now be said of our late revered Sove­
reign-And all his days were nearly four-score and two years 
a.nd he died, (2) or like Job, So he died being old and full of 
days." (3) 

This solemn event, though long expected; cannot fail deeply 
and painfully to impress our minds as Bi'itish subjects, and 

(1) Geo. 5. 27. 
(2) Hl9lateMajesty. G.o. tn. was born ori the 24tb ofMay, 1738, O. S. AI hi. 

death, therefore, be had reached the advancf'd age of eighty-one years, seven 
montbs, and twenty days. He was proclaimed King 00 the 25th of October, 1760. 

(3) " Old and fdll of d~ys." Job had reached an advanced age, and del,arted 
., full of days:' i. e. satisji,d with days, fully satisfied with life, and wil iog to 
Jeate tbe world, aod ex~ltange his earthly posscBsions for an heavenly aod incoI:'~ 
I'uptible inheritance: . Thus we ha~e reason to believe our late virt90us King, not 
onty U died in a good old age,," but; like Abrabam and Job, departed H full of 
6ayS," fully :ultbffed witb life, and ~illing to resigu his earthly pOI.essioD! BDd 
bo •• ,,; for a Iiin,dom and ~ crow~ whicb ,b.ll n ... r fade nor fail. 



British C'hri$tianR. As British subject~-whE'n we consi(i<>.' 
the national liuertyanti prosp'elity which we have enjoyed 
under his mild and wi", administration. As British Christians 
-when we consider the religions liherty which has bpl'n al­
lowed and secured to Clll·;~tians of all deIlDrninat\ons, during 
hi" long and arullo", reign. And I may add; as Briti<h 
Methodists, when we cun,idel' the many tokens of good·will, 
which we as a religious Body have received, both in England 
and in those c()lon~ies ",here we have Ministers and Societies. 
Recollections like the.'!, cannot but cause us sincerely and 
deeply to mourn the los., of so powerful a r,'iel'ld, so good a 
Ki"ng; (I) at the same time, we oUf:ht to be thankful to the Al­
mighty, that hi" valuable life and beneficent reign hllve been 
so long extended. The events of that reign, it remains for 
the pen of the Historian to record; indeed, already, those of 
the greatest importance appear on the page of history. 

During this protracted period, however, how many surpris­
ing and important events have taken place on the theatre of 
the world! For a moment let us reflect.-\Vhile the British 
Throne has remained unmoved and untouched amidst thostl 
political convulsions which have agitated Europe and the 
world, that of almost every other kingdom has either tottered 
or been thrown down. 'Vhile England has escaped the 
dreadful scourge of war, its horrid din has been heard, and itl 
destructive ravages experienced, in almost every other lar:d. 
But the pleasing and mighty change which has been effected 
in the moral aspect and condition of the world, by the diffu­
sion of the light of Religion and Science, through the estab­
lishment and operation of institutions which llave originated 
in England during the last reign, and particularly towards its 
close, is a .. ircumslance which not only forms one of the grand 
characteristics of that reign, but may be considered as forminG' 
a new epoch in Science, and a new era in the Christian dis':: 
pensation. I now refer to the formation of Bible, Missionary, 
Philosophical, and Benevolent Societies, Sunday-Schools, and 

(1) A No~lpman one day .in convers~tion with his Majesty. observed, that 
!he Methodl3ts prayed for blm. Th~ K,ng answered,u I place more confidence 
I~.the prayers o~ my people, than In my 6e~ts and armies." In such cases, 
Kmgs may ~e ~ald 10 be nursmg falhers, an.d qu~ens, nursing mother!5 of the 
C.hurch of Chn~t. . And, upon eve.ry occasiOn, h!therto, the King has proved 
h~mst"lf Qur firm fnend, and has laId us under obhgatlOns to lo\{' and pray rur 
lum CrQwthu', Purlraiture of )[ethodi;m. 



nther noble and useful inMitutioIlS, which have not only proved 
hlessings to that b.nd of light and liberty where they ori­
ginated, but have be!'n the means also of promoting the tem­
poral and immortal interests of men orother climes and ooun­
trie,; yea, " Their line is gone out through all the earth, and 
their words to the end of the world." 

But as it is not now my intention to deliver eithel' II. politi­
calor historical Sermon, 01' to occupy your time wholly in 
panegyrizing the dead; I ~hall proceed to the subjects before 
us, and which have been suggested by the mournful event to 
which I have referred. 

And, my hearers, DEATH and ETERNITY are the subjects 
on which I prop03e, for a few moments, to dwell; and with 
the thoughts and sDlemnities of which, I am desirous to im­
press and fill your mind,. 

, We haye again heard of the universal conqueror preva.iling 
oyer the man of age and honour, and, by levelling him with 
the dust, togethpr with one of his illustrious SOIlS, (4) filling 
a nation with grief and lamentation. But as this is the dis­
pensation of that glorious and all-wise Being, "By whom 
Kings reign," whose throne is in the heavens, and whose 
kingdom ruleth over all, who doeth according to his will 
among the celestial armies and the sons of earth-let us bow 
with Christian submission to his sovereign will. 

But they, being dead, yet speak. Sufft'r me, therefore, to 
take you by the hand, and, by meditation, conduct you with 
solemn step down to the 10llely mansions of the tomb, that 
you may there learn from clods, and worms, and bones, that 
great moral lesson-that man, in his best and most honorable 
estate, is altogether vanity; and that all men may say with 
Job: "The Grave is mine honse; I have made my bed dark­
ness; I have said to corruption thou art my father, and to the 
worm thou art my mother and my sister." Ami what more 
profitable subjects than these can we contemplatC'? Are ti).ey 

(4) Hi. Royal Highness Prince Ed.,."rd, Duke of Kent, &c. &c. &0 . .,.hodle~ 
po the 23d Jan. 1820. 

AS 
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not matters in which we are all deeply and personally inte. 
rested? Do they not refer to an event and &tate which, sooner 
or later, will be realized by us all-bythe youngest and health­
iest in this assembly? And what, though the meditation 
should discompose our spirits-alarm our fears-appal ?ur 
minds, and embitter our worldly pleasures? let us not shrmk 
fi'om a duty so important, or turn fi'om a meditation so salu­
tary; but consider the subject with all that attention, ~erious. 
ncos, and self-application, which it requires and deserves, and 
which become us, as creatures who are born to die, and as 
travellers already on the road (and some of us a considerable 
way) to " the house appointed for all living." 

Our Text is an interrogatory, which we shall cOIl8ider and 
endeavour to answer. 

"Do not all go to one place"? The question is plain 
'tho important; it refers to the catastrophe of human life, and 
asks, whether the final earthlv destinvof all men be not 
equal, 'or the same. Or, in other w,'rds, whether all men 
are not mortal, whether it is not appointed unto all men once 
to die. Or, when men have descrndpd to the grave, that land 
of darkness and forgetfulness, whether all those distinctions 
of Rank and Character and Office which elevated or depress­
ed them in the view of mortals, while mingling with the ;i ving 
multitude, are not there unknown? Such appears to be the 
nature and design of the question as proposed by Solomon. 

But viewing man a, a complex being, viewing him not 
pnly as a mortal creature but also as an immortal intelligence, 
possessinp: an immaterial, deathle.s Soul, as well as a material 
dying body, wemay extend the question and enquire-If in 
the invisible and future world, all men will find the same 
destiny, or meet the .ame reward? Taking this two-fold and 
extended ,·iew pf the inquiry, we propose to answer it bot~ 
affirmatively and negatively. 

I, AFFIRMATIVELY.-Human life has frequently been 
contemplated and described under the idea of a Valley, and 
from the various scenes of suffering and affliction which it 
presents, has been called a vale of tears, and a vl\le of woe. 
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The ngUl'e is just and IIpprepriate, a.nd will aS~lst us in oU,o 
meditations. 

In thi, Valley we are all fOllndjollrneying; many of us have 
made considerable progress throngh it, and it is probable 
that most of us are nt'arer 10 its extremity than its entrance. In 
considering the question before us however, let us return, and 
stand for a few mOments at its entrance, and mark the vari­
ous characters and pursuits of the travellers who enter. 

In this Valley there are various roads leading to different 
places, where the travellers make a temporary halt. '.Chere i~ 
one road leading to the temple of Fame, another to the Hill 
of Science, another [0 the busy scenes of Commerce, while 
there are others which lead to cottages, to mansions, to thrones, 
and to the field of battle, where the jarring interests of the 
multitude to(l fioeqllently lpad them t~ assume towards each 
other every aspect and attiwde but thooe of a brother and a 
triend. And we mark the travellers as they enter, that they 
do not all take the same route-they do not all go to the same 
place. The Prince bends his way to a Throne, and the Ple­
bian his to a Cottage.-The man of honor seeks the Temple 
of Fame-The Philosopher climbs the Hill of Science-The 
Merchant and the Mechanic press forward to the busy scene; 
of Commerce, while the warrior rushes to the field of Blood 
and Death. Here in these difterenl stations, those who reacl, 
them-make a temporary halt; a few are found to sojourn in 
this vale for three score years and ten-some but lor thirty, and 
by far the greater part for a much shorter period. Bnt 
short and uncertain as is the· period of their stay, what chan­
ges and revolutions do we behold among themo \Ye see the 
mansion and the cottage, the abodes of the aHluent and the 
destitute, changing masters, the rich becoming poor and 
the poor becoming rich. The Sun of Prosperity which 
shone with meridian splendour upon the one, is suddenly 
enveloped and obscured by the dark clouds of disappointment 
and adversity, while the gloomy horizon which bounded the 
prospects of the other, suddenly and unexpectedly brightens 
tip, and a serene and cheerful sky surrounds them. Nor do, 
the mansion and the cottage alone change masters, the palace 
and the dungeon sometimes exchange inhabitants. We have 
heard of the Prince and the Prisoner changing placeli and 
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s,alions, the one being driven from the kingdom and 
throne of his atlcestors by the force of an unna~ural Rebel­
lion, 01' fhp victorious career of a foreign enemy, and either 
leu to wander a fllgitive in the earth, unattended and unbe­
n-iended; or loaned with ch"ins, is cast into a loathsome dun­
geon -whi Ip \\'e haw heard of the other, i",uing ii-om his dark 
;md drcary ~oolle, arraypd with the illgig-nia and invested with 
the prerogatives ann powers ofab,olute Monarchy. And in­
deed to continue the figure, in every part of this Valley cross 
,-(.;tlh are to be lound, in which these various characters meet 
,lid PIlS, paeh othpr. Slich are the varied de6tinies, and such 
th,' ~ state of lOon while inhabitants of earth. 

~7i1b4-

Having marked the dilTerent Gharacters and pursuits of men 
,..-hile standing at the entrance of this Valley, let us now 
rPIIl()ve to the other end of it, and we shull find that as there 
i~ hm ()ue place of il1grec;" so there i, but one place of egress, 
,mel thnt ull go to one place-tbat although the roads appear 
til uiverge at the entrance, they are found to converge at the 
extremity, namely, at I' the house appointed for allliving"­
Here:11l the travellers meet-this is the great and only pasHhro' 
that unsealed Alpine Barri?r, which divides the visible and in­
visible worlds. Time and Eternity. Through it the countless 
r"Fiat!, of the Sons of Earth have passl'd, that have ever lived, 
and .. hall pass, that may live, for it is the irrevocable decree 
"f Heaven in consequence of primeval transgression, for" all 
men once to die." Each therefore may ;;ay with Job, "when a few 
y"ars nrc come thellI shall go the way whence hhall not return," 
t~r " 1 know thou wilt bring me to death and to the house ap­
IJointed for all living." Or with David, "'Vhat man is he 
that liveth and shall not see death? shall he deliver his soul 
from the power of the grave"? Or with the woman ofTekoah, 
,. We mUot needs die and are as water spilt on the ground 
which cannot be galher.,d up aaain, neither doth God respect 
any person." 'Vho ever did, o~ ever shall, escape the blow of 
<leatll? \Vho is there mad enough to indulO'e the hope of' 
eluding or overcoming" the last enemy." Th~re never were 
IIl!t two instances of m~>rtals entering the eternal world other­
wise than by the dark Isthmlls of death, and it is probablll 
tMre Will nerer be anOIUl'1' to the end of time. 'Ve lead that 
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&toch and Elijah were removed from earth to heaven, without 
traver~ing this dreary region. "Dy titith Enoch WIiS trans­
lated that he should not see death, and wa, not tound, becaus~ 
God had translated him;" and of Elijah it is said: " And 
behold there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and 
parted them both asunder, and Elijah went up by a whirlwind 
to heaven." None, however, may now hope to experience a 
similar fate; the decree is gone forth with reference to all the 
sons and daughters of Adam, " Dust thou art and unto dust 
thou shalt return." 

'Where is the vast antedeluvian population of our ",:orld ) 
and where the llllmerous generations slllce the days of Noah? 
" They are carried away as with a flood-they are as asleep." 
'Vhere are all the grellt men of renown-the monarchs, war­
riors, legislators, philosophers, and martyrs of antiquity ? ,,"ho~c 
memory and whose fame are perpetuated by the page of hi,," 
tory.-Where is Nebuchadnezzar, before whom all ppople, 
nations, and languages, feared and trembled? And whert' is 
Cyrus who, as the conqueror of the impious grandson of that 
haughly Babylonian monarch, seized IIpon his kingdom and 
succeeded to his throne? 'Vhere is Alexander, and Ceasar. 
and. Hannibal, &c. at whose nod armies rushed to the conflict, 
and at whose mandate nations bled? They, like the subject» 
whom they governed, and the nations whom they conquer~d, 
have been swept from the face of the earth. Where are tilt' 
men ofwisdom and virtue ?-Solomon,and Plato, and Socra­
tes, and Paul, and Newton. who once shone as stars of dift"r­
ent magnitudes in the dluk firmament of' om world? Dead 
has extinguished them, and plucked them from tl",ir sphere:;. 

And where is he who wore tllP honors ofa British monarch 
longer than any of that race of kings, whose nalllE;; are found 
enrolled on the annals of that Empire over which he reigned 
-longer than any of those Prince'S whose names and deeds aro;! 
recorded on the page of sacred history; and longer, perhaps, 
than any sovereign ever did before hirtl. I mean our late ve­
nerable and beloved King-the Huher ofhi~ people-the zeal­
gUS promoter ofScienc(' and Religion-whose alliances, coun· 
sels, and armies, have given stability to his throne-tranquillity 
to Europe-Liberty to Africa·· <llld Peace to the world.--



\Vhere is he.f Alas!" Death hath nftgned over him." If .. 
too, like his predecessors, has laid aside the splendours and 
the cares of royalty, and now reposes in the cold embrace of 
the universal conqueror; unconscious of the mournful honors 
which were paid to his memory, by. his ch.ildr~n and .hia 
nobles, at his sepulchre, and at the praises dfhls virtue which. 
now circulate through the world. 

Let us proceed one step further. Where shall we all be 
!!hortlyl-

Shrinking from Ihe cold band of dealb, 
'Ve too shall gathpf up ollr feet­

Shall soon rebign (his fleeti[)g brf'ath, 
ADd die our father's God to meet. 

For ought we can tell, some of uS may now be found, for the 
last time in the House of God. Those active teet, which have 
again brought us to the place of worship, may have performed, 
for the last time, their friendly office; and to-I,lOrrow may be 
cold and motionless in death. The youthful countenance this 
day brightened with cheerfulness, and flushed with health, 
will soon be wrinkled by time, but perhaps soonel' covered 
with a deadly paleness; the whole of this worshipping as­
sembly will soon realize the common lot of our fallen species, 
yea very soon, we and the whole existin~ race of mortals like 
the generations we have succeeded, Will be with respect to 
those who shall come aftel' liS, as tho' we had never been; ex­
cept that the names and deeds of a few will be historically 
handed down to posterity, to the lasting honor of some, and 
the perpetual disgrace of others. The cold blast of death will 
pass over us, and chill the active fluid of our mortal nature,; 
we shall droop and fall, and the place which knows us now, 
~ball know us no more. 

The snlemn truth therefore is, that with respect to Death 
and the Grave, all do go to one place. The young and the old, 
the rich and the J>l!0r, the noble and the ignoble, yea the righ­
teous and the Wicked, all go to one place, all descend to the 
siiflnt .mansion.s of the to~b. Neither you~h nor b~auty, age 
nor Wisdom, vigour nor fiChes, honor nor VIrtue can shield us 
in tbe mortal hour, or tunt aside the fatal dart when Once the 
days of oar pilgrimage ihall be ac;compH,bed; when Death 
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knocks at the door of our clay tabernacles, no excuses, en­
treaties or promise~ will prevail wit~ him to pass on ; he must be 
admitted. "There is a time to be born. and a time to die." 

And when once the sons of E:!rth have entered this dark 
and middle region which lies between both worlds, all previous 
earthly distinctions become annihilate; Death levels them :!ll, 
and blends mankind in undistinguished l'Uin. The King 
enters the grave without his crown and sceptre. The rich 
man leaves his bags of gold, his hou5.es and his lands behind him. 
Tbere; in that dull mansion, tltl' favorite books and studies, 
the deep and well-planned schemes of art and usefulness are 
laid aside, are forgotten and unknown; " for there is no wark, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor w;.odom in the grave."- Titles, 
influence, wealth allll power, are there things of nought.­
"Theil' breath goeth forth, they return to their earth, in that 
vel-Y dllY their thoughts peri~h." 

There; the crawling worms pay no more respect to the body 
of the mightiest potentate, than to that of his meanest subject; 
both alike become their food and their inheritance. "They 
shall lie down alike in the dust, and the worms shall cover 
them;" yea, "The womb shall forget them, the wornl shall 
feed sweetly on them, they shall be no more remembered." 
"All (says Solomon) go to one place, all are of the dust, and 
an turn to dust again." 

But ,,:hat is death? Speaking of death as personified, we 
have styled him the last enemy, the universal conqueror, and 
represented him as reigning over all the children of Adam; 
and in doing so, we have spoken agreeably to truth al1l1 the 
word of God. After all, our knowledge ou this subject i, 
confessedly impertect, and perhaps at most is only negative. 
In answering this questioh, however, we may with much truth 
by, Death is the extremity of life-the end of time-the 
elos'ing scene of mortality and probation-the verge and gate 
(jf immortality. 

But where is this place of rendez-volis where the men of all 
ages and all nations meet? Its situation is on the confine,; 
of etel'lllty, but what kind of place it is ;u know not now, 
The Hfing ha'9'e never entered its sene! (\1;< mb('r~ Rnll ,\,.,," 

B 
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fore cannot say. The dead are not permitted to reveal the 
hidden mystery. No traveller has ever returned to tell us 
what it is. Scripture itself, that foimtain ?f i~formll:tion co~­
cerning things on which every other book IS silent, IS on tIllS 
subject almost silent also. It rather announces that event !l5 

common and certain unto all men-describes its consequences, 
-bids us prepare for it, and makes known to us in ~hat that 
preparation consists, than reveals the secrets of its nature. We 
may, however, collect a few ideas fi'om the following sublime 
passages from the book of Job, which describe the state of the 
dead; " there the wicked cease from troubling-, and there the 
weary be at I'Pst. There the prisoners rest togf'ther; they hear 
not tha voice of the oppressor. The small and the great are 
there, and the servant is free fi'om his master."-AGain, " are 
not my days few; cease then and let me alone that 1 may take 
comfort a little, before I go whence I shall not return even to 
the land of darkness and the slH~dow of death, a land of dark­
ness as darkness it.elf, and orthe shadow of death without any 
order, and where the light is as darkne;"," It is by dying only 
that we may know what death is. 

Considering the question, therefore, as referring to Death 
and the Grave, we uuhcoitatingly reply in the afiiflPlative, All 
do go to one place. 

As this is a truth which none are disposed to deny or doubt, 
let us pause here for a moment and reflect-1st. On the folly 
and vanity of priding ourselves on account of ooy of those 
worldly distinctions which may elevute us among mortals, or 
render us the objects, either of their envy or admiration, seeing 
they are ours for a period so short and uncertain. Youth, 
beauty, riches, honors and terrestrial pleasure, AI~s! con­
stitute the suprewe good of more than half the world, so far 
ali they are possessed. But what will these things do for men, 
when they are called to bid farewell 1.0 all sublunary objects? 
\Vhat witt these thiugs do for them, wher: " the rains shall 
desceoo, and the floods shall arise, and the winds shall blow, 
an~ the storm ~f death shall overtake them, and beat upon 
their house, which they have built npon the sand?" alas! 
these. things "ill only tend to make the bitter cup, which all 
are call~d to taste, yet more bitter; and hy leading them to 
deav,e with greater tenacity to life, render the solemnities, and 
agomes, and horrol's of their last houl' still more dreadful. 0 
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death! "thou prevail('st againsL them and they pass, thou 
changes! their countenance and sendest them away, th!';r sona 
Gome to honor and they know it not, and they are brou"ht 
low, bllt they perceive it not of them." 0 

2. Are all men destin!>d to the grav!>? I,et the humblin<f 
truth not only mortity Olll" pride, but teach us also to estimat: 
worldly honors, emoluments and enjoyments, accordingtotheir 
real worth and iRtended end; and seeing" the fashion ofthil 
,"vorld pa'iseth away," lead us to set our afiections on things 
above, and to "lay up for ourselves treasure in heaven." 

II. " Do not all go to one place?" Taking another alH\ 
more extended view of the question, we reply in the N EGA­

'fIV E ; All do not go to one place. 

We have gone along witli the generations of men through 
the valley of human life, and have seen that men of all na­
tions and an al!"es, of all dlaraeters ilnd all conditions, though 
travelling in roads appllrently diverging from each other, arrive 
at last at the same point, and followinl$ each other in quick 
succession, enter the dark tabernacle ot death. But mark! 
they make no stay here; theirdeathful slumbers are not eternal; 
their Being is not annihilated; they only change the mode of 
their existence. It i, true, they leave their hod iI's to rest on 
bids of dust, until the morning of the Resu rrection, when 

Th(> gr~<\t Archangel'.,; trump ~hallliound 
Whil .... t\\'icf" ten thousand thundf>cs c(Jar, 
Tf"ar up the gran"s and cleave the ground, 
4n~ make the greedy ~ea restore. 

But their immortal, disel11bodied souls, have continued their 
march onward, alld have commenced their eternal career of 
glory or misery. 

That gate of Death which opens on the side ofetemity, pre­
sents to every immaterial traveller two destinies; the celestial 
regions above, and the infernal abyss beneath; but no inter­
mediate state; and to one Of other of these abodes he Imme­
diately hastens. N or is it then left to choice which of these 
sl1all be his endless residence. J t will not then be said unto 
him) " Choose ye tllis day .whom ~e will serve," as it was a 

B2 
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thousand times while travelling through the valeoflife, and as 
it is said unto us this day. Hut llim, time and a state of trial 
will be over, and that place, and that employment, and-that 
master and that reward, which men have freely chosen as pro­
bationers, and to which their moral natures will then be found 
suitable, shal1 be their;; in a retributive state of exi~tence for 
ever; whether the service of God and the enjoyments of heaven, 
or the drudgery of Satan, and the miseries of hell. Nor is it 
possible for the inhabitants of those far-distant abodes to ex­
change situations, as it was while journeying in the terrestrial 
vale. A great and impassable g~lph is fixed, and it is there­
fore absolutely and eternally impossible for the wicked to enter 
heaven, or the righteous to enter hel1. 

Do al1 then go to one place? No; because we have reason 
to believe that death does not find all mC'n in the same moral 
condition. actuated by the same principles, possessed of the 
same diapositions, supported by the same hopes, and building 
on the same f~undation. Do all men thell sink to perdition? 
,V ere this question proposed to the inhabitants of the heavenly 
world, ten thousand times ten thousand voices would answer 
No. But the question belongs to us as inhabitants of earth, 
and as such we reply, Glol'y to God in the highest! all men do. 
not sink to perdition, though all deserve it, and are by nature 
and their sinful practices, exposed to it. ,We read that "many 
sons will be brought to glory," through the once suffering, but 
now exalted and all-conquering Captain of Salvation. St. 
John, in visions of the future, "beheld, and 10 a great multitude 
which no man could number, of all nations and kindreds and 
people and tongue5, stood before the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes and palms in their hands." 

Do all men then go to Heaven? I know there are some 
persons who would answer this question in the affirmative, and 
who would gladly persuade themselves and others, that there 
is no other state or place beyond the grave, to which they can 
go. God (my they) is too wise and good to da,h to pieces 
like a potter's vessel, 01' consign to everlasting destruction, such 
a piece of exquisite workmanship as is the complex nature, 
the human soul and body of man; or to allow a creature ori­
ginally formed for endless being and happiness, as was man, 
to be for ever shut out from his presence and kingdom. Such 



opinions, how con,onant "len I' tlH'Y may bt' with the fdhe 
Views, and vain desires and hopes of men, hare no fiJllndation 
in the word of God. '1Ve read, that when the last day shall 
dawn, and the la~t trumpet shall sound, they that "011'<'» in 
the dust of the earth, shall awake, SOnlf' It) everlasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting contempt." 'Ire read that 
in the day of judgment, that decisive period, when assembled 
worlds shall appear before the august tribunal of a .i"st and 
holy God, that a separation will then take place; the righteous, 
like a flock of sheep, shall be placed on the right hal\(~ of the 
.Judge, and the wicked, like a herd of goats, far on the len.­
The former shall be welcomed to heavenly and everlasting 
habitations; the latter" shall be punished with everlasting 
destl'Uction fi'om the presence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of his power." 'Ve read also of" a lake which burneth with 
fiTe and brimstone," into which all those "hall be cast, whose 
names shall not be fiHllld written in the book of lift·. From 
the5e plain and positive declarations of the word of God, and 
many others of similar import which might be cited, we are ir­
resistibly led to the conclusion, that while all men do not oink 
to perdition, neither do they all soar to the cele,tial mansions 
of the blessed; and that althongh the wmpanyof the re­
deemed, alrearly form a populous and countless uO"f'lllbly, and 
will be greatly augmented upon the arrival of that period when 
a nation shall be born in a day, when the sons of God shall 
come from afar, and his daughters fi'om the ends-__ [ Lhe'eanh, 
and when at last the elect shall be gathererl together fi'om the 
four winds; yet that the prince of darkness shall also have an 
empil'e, and that that empire too shall be populous, "because 
wide is the gate and broad is the way which leadeth to de­
struction, and many there be that go ill thereat." 

These are plain, solemn, and fl"Urful truths, which it is pro­
bable, yeacer:ain, do not suit the taste of all those who hear and 
read them. To those who say, with some of the ancient Israel­
ites, "Prophecy not unto us right things, speak unto IlS sl1looth 
things," they convey the mo-t alarming and unwelcome tiding,;; 
But as thpy are not gratuitous assertions-not romantic llotions, 
-not the wild chimeras of a disordered imagination, but scnp­
tural and infalEble truths, in which we are all deeply concerned; 
they imperiolisly demand our lIIost seriotls anri diligeut 
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attention, and it is hoped that they will henceforth suitably 
impress our minds, and influence our lives. 

J~et it be observed, however, that the reason of that final, 
and solemn, and lastin"', and unalterable distinction in the 
moral character and future destiny of men, which we have 
contemplated, is not because the Almighty ha. everlastingly 
and unconditionallv decreed the salvation of some of his crea· 
tures, and the ruin of others; but because those who are so 
unhappy as to be involved in condemnation, freely choose 
darkness and deMh, rather than light and life. 

And whell we consider the qualifications necessary fur tile 
vision and enjoyment of God in the heavenly world-when 
we remember that the Son of God, who is "the faithful and 
true witness," hath declared "Except a man be bom again 
he cannot see dIe kingdom of God"-'-when we think of that 
uprightness and purity, and universal charity, without which 
we can be neither the disciples of Christ on earth, nor tbe 
inheritors of his glory hereafter-and when we look around, 
us in the world, when we look at others, and wben we look 
at ourselves, and see so much iniquity prevailing, and hear of 
so many of our fellow mortals being cut down in the midst of 
their impieties-we have too much reason to fear, that after 
all that God has done for men in the gift ofh;s Son, his Word, 
his Spirit, ... the institution of religIous ordinances, and the 
great forbearance he has exercised towards them; many will 
be" weighed in the balances and found wanting." And thai 
many among those who now make very splendid professions, 
of religion, will heal' the Judge of quick and dead, pronounce 
with reference to themselves, that startling declaration, "I 
never knew y@u: depart from me ye that work iniquity." 

Let the reflection awaken in our minds, those feelings of 
concern for our personal salvation, which we ought ever to 
cherish; let it lead us frequently to institute the solemn enquiry, 
Am I prepared, 01' preparing for death and heaven? and at 
the same time Ipad us to "fear lest a promise being left us of 
entering into rest, any of us should come short ot it." 

In closing this subject, let us advert once more to that 
mournful event which has given birth to these reflections. 



15 

Wbat a bt"each has death recently made in the Royal Family 
of England ! Two years have scarcely elapsed, since we were 
filled with grief and consternation by the tidings of the sudden 
and unexpected death of HER Hoy AL H\GlI~ [,S PRIN­
CESS CHARLOTTE AUGUSTA, daughter of his present Majes­
ty, and consort of H. S. H. Pili ~CE LEOPOLD OF SAXE 

COBOURG, who died in child-birth of a preslImpti7:c Heir to 
the imperiftl tfmme of Britain.-Another messenger followed 
5000 after, bringing the mournful intelligence, that our late 
rel:ered QUEEN was no more.-Scarcely had we recovered 
from the surprise and grief which this intelligence produced, 
than another messenger is dispatched to announce the sudden 
death of Ills ROYAL HIGHNESS Pltl~CE EDIVARD DUKL 
OF KE!>iT, whom some of you probahly knew, at the period 
when he was a military commander at this fOl'tress.-While 
this messenger is yet speaking, (like those who, /(l\lowing each 
other in quick succession, brought the tidin~s of Job's calami­
ties) another arrives, bearing the long-expected, yet mourn­
ful tidings of the death of the Venerable SIRE, our late 
beloved SOY ER EIGN. Thus in II. few nlGllths, sweeping away 
five of the mllmbers of that illustrious flUllily. 

Here we see again, that death is no respecter, either, of 
Persons or Families-he visit~ the palaces and mansions of' 
the great, as well as the cottages and hovels of the poor, and 
flings his mortal shafts around him in the brilliant circles of 
Honor, Affluence and Beauty, with the same regardles, and 
relentless fury, that he does when he ravages the infnior fra­
ternities of society, or the barbarous clans that wander in the 
deBert. All are alike destined to become h.ls victims, and all 
41ventually tall under his power. 

Let us then piously wait and watch filr that period, when 
the unceremoniolls visitor shall enter our hOILSes, and (Jur 
family and friendly circles, and by snatching a\~ay relations 
on one hand, and /i'iends on another, fill them With lamenta­
tion and sorrow. Meanwhile, let us" weep with those that 
weep;" and thus share, by sympathy, the sorrows and the 
burdens of others. 

Again. As" it is appointed unto men once to die, and after 
this the Judgment."-As all men must go to one place, as it 
respects the grave, but may .wt and will wt go to the same 
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place as it respects a future ,tote ofrew:mls and punishments: 
Whither, my £i'iends, arl?,You bound? Where do you expect to 
find your destined place i Can you say; " What after death for 
you remains ?" 

. . 
Let me pause for a moment w!,ile you rdlect.--Do yolt 

~",: that you desi~e and expect ,to be, admltted into heav~n? 
This hope must either be fallac10us, like that of the hypocnte, 
which shall perish; or, sure and stedfast, like that of the true 
believer, which niaketh not ashamed. If it be the latter, 
(which I fervently pray maybe the portion ofyoll all,) it ril<iy 
easily be distinguished by that faith, an" love, and peace and' 
purity, and obedience, which invariably accompany it, and 
characterize all those who arc in reality tra~elling to the king­
dom of heaven. 

Finally. .1s travellers to I?ternity; as Beings who, assisted 
by divine grace, are caUed to "work out our own salvation: 
with fear and trembling ;" let liS remember, that with re­
lipeCt to most of us, the day of life is far spent, in which the 
vast conCerns ofa future state of being mllst be settled, ifsettled 
at aU, aud that the night of death is at hand, in which no man 
can work. The ever.rolling stream of time is can-ying us along 
with inconceivable rapidity, towards the boundless ocean of 
eternity. "Prepare to meet thy God," is echoed around U~ by 
a thousand voices. Let us therefore obediently regard lhe ex­
hortation of Solomon: "Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy mIght; for there is no work, 110r deVice, nor 
knowledge, ITOI' wi.dom in the gra,ve, whither thou goest." 

And now may the Lord God Omnipotent pour out his 
blessing upon our gracious Sovereign, King George, who has 
b~en ~ecently called to fill the throne of his ancestors. May 
hiS reign be peaceable and prospel'Ous. And may God 
Almighty grant that every member of the Royal Family may 
continue to enjoy his favor and protection in this world. May 
dIe late afHietive dispensations of Providence by which they 
have been visited, be .anctified and overruled to their eternal 
advantage; and after having finished an illustrious career on 
earth, may they" shine as the brightness of the firmament, ano. 
:u the Itars for ever and ever." Amen. 
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