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Copies of a corrrspondence 7J)ith the lady oj Sir John Franklin, relative to 
the expedition to the arctic regions under tlte command oj Iter husband. 

JANUARY 4, 1850. 
Read, referred to the Committee on Naval Alfairs, and ordered to be printed. 

To the Senate and House oj Representatives oj the United States: 

t herewith submit to you copies of a correspondence with the lady of 
Sir John Franklin, relative to the well-known expedition under his com
mand to the arctic regions, for the discovery of a northwest passage. On 
the receipt of her first letter imploring the aid of the American govern
ment in a search for the missing ships, engaged in an enterprise which in
terested all civilized nations, I anxiously sought the means of affording 
that assistance, but was prevented from accomplishing the object I had in 
view, in consequence of the want of vessels suitable to encounter the 
perils of a proper exploration, the lateness of the season, and the want of 
an appropriation by Congress to enable me to furnish and equip an effi
cient squadron for that object. All that I could do, in compliance with a 
request which I was deeply anxious to gratify, was to cause the advertise
ments of reward promulged by the British government, and the best in
formation I could obtain as to the means of finding the vessels under the 
command of Sir John Franklin, to be widely circulated among our 
whalers and seafaring men, whose spirit of enterprise might lead them to 
the inhospitable regions where that heroic officer and his brave followers, 
Who periled their lives in the cause of science and for the benefit of the 
world, were supposed to be imprisoned among the icebergs, or wrecked 
upon a desert shore. 

Congress being now in session, the propriety and expediency of an ap
propriation for fitting out an expedition to Foceed in search of the miss
ing ships, with their officers and crews, is respectfully submitted to your 
consideration. 

Z. TAYLOR. 
WASHINGTON, January 4, 1850. 
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The' Lady of Sir John Franklin to the Prestdent. 

BEDFORD PL'ACE, LONDON'j April 4, 1849. 
SIR: I address myself to YOlt as the head of a great nation whose power 

to help me I cannot doubt, and in whose disposition to' do so I have a 
confidence which I trust you will not deem presumptuous. 

The name of my husband, Sir John Franklin, is pl'obably not nnlmow~ 
to you. It is intimately connected W'ith the northern part o~ that conti
nent of which the American republic, forms so vast and conspwuons a por-' 
tion. When I visited the United SCates three yeats ago, amongst !he 
many proofs 1 received ,of respect and courtesy; thete,w~s none whIch 
touched and even surprIsed me more than the apprecIatIOn evetywhere 
expressed to me of his former services in geographical discovery j and the 
interest felt in the enterprise in which he was then known to be engaged, 

The expedition fitted ont by our government for the discovery of the 
NortlnV'est passage, (that question which, for three hundred years, has 
engaged. the interest and haffied th~ energies of the man of science and 
the navigator,) sailed nnder my husband's command, in May, 1845. 
The two ships, '0 Erebus" and '~Terror," contained one hnndred and 
thirty-eight men; (oftlcers and crew's,) and were victualled for three year~. 
They were not expected home, unless success had early rewarded thelt 
eff'orts; or some casualty hastened their return; before the close of 1847, 
nor were any tidings expected from them in the interval. But v;hen the 
autumn of 1847 al'rived without any intelligence of the ships! the atten
tion of' her Majesty's government was directed to the necessity of'search
ing for and conveying relief' to them! in case of their being imprisoned in 
ice! or wrecked, and in want ofpfovisions and means of transport. Fat 
this purpose an expedition; in three divisions; Was fitted out in the early 
part of last year, directed to three different quarters simultaneously, viz: 
1st, to that by which, in case of snccess, the ships would come out of' 
the Polar sea to the westw'ard, or Behring's stl'ait; 2d, to that by w\1ich 
they entered on their course of discovery on the eastern side, or Davis's 
strait;· and 3d, to an interveniug portion of the arctic shore, approachable 
by land from the Hlldson;s Bay Company's settlements, on which it was 
supposed the crews, if obliged to abandon their ships, might be found, 
This last division of the expedition Was placed tmder the command of my 
husband's faithful fl:iend, the companiqn of his former travels, Dr. Sit 
John Ri~h~rds?n, who landed at Ne,w York inApril o,f last year, and has
tened to JOIn hIS men and boats, whIch were all'eady 111 ad,'ance tm;vards 
the arctic shore, Of this portion of the expedition, I may briefly say 
that the absence of any intelligence from Sir John Richardson at this sea
son, proves h,e, has, been unsuccessfll,l in the object of his search. 

The ~xpeditlOn Intended for BehrIng's strait has hitherto been a com
plete fallu~e. It consisted ofa single ship, the" Plover," which, owing 
to her settmg off too late, and to her bad sailing properties did not even 
approach he~ ~estination last year, ' 
T~e remamIng ,and most important portion of the searching expedition 

conSIsts of two ShIpS under the command of Sir James Ross which sailed 
~ast ~Iay fO,r D~vis's straits, but did not succeed, owing to the state of the 
Ice, In gettmg mto Lanca~ter sound until the season for operations had 
~learly closed. These ShIpS are now wintering in the ice, and a storeship 
IS about to be despatched from hence with p)'ovisions and fl1e1 to enable 
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them to stay out another year; but one of these vessels is, in a great de
gree, withdrawn from active search by the necessity of watching at the 
~ntrance of Lancaster sound for the arrival of intelligence and instructions 
from England by the whalers_ 

I have entered into these details with the view of proving that, though 
the Bntish government has 110t forgotten the duty it owes to the brave 
men whom it has sent on a perilous service, and has spent a very large 
sum in providing the means for their rescue, yet that, owing to various 
causes, the means actually in operation for this purpose are quite inade
quate to meet the extreme exigence of the case; for, it must be remem
bered that the missing ships were victualled for three years only, and that 
nearly four years have now elapsed, so that the survivors of so many win
ters in the ice must be at the last extremity. And also, it must be borne 
in mind that the channels by which the ships may have attempted to force 
a passage to the westward, or which they may have been cOlllpelled, by 
adverse circumstances, to take, are velY numerous and complicated, and 
that one or two ships cam10t possibly, in the course of the next short 
:summer, explore them all. 

The board of admiralty, under a conviction of this fact, has been in
duced to ofrer a reward of .£'20,000 sterling to any ship or ships, of any 
country, or to any exploring party whatever, which shall render efficient 
assistance to the missing ships, or their crews, or to any portion of them. 
This announ,cement, which, even if the sum had been doubled or trebled, 
would have met with public approbation, comes, however, too late for our 
whalers, which had unfortunately sailed before it was issued, and which, 
even if the news should overtake them at their fishing-grounds, are totally 
unfitted for any prolonged adventure, having only a few months' provision 
on board, and no additional clothing. To the American whalers, both in 
the Atlantic and Pacific, I look witli. more hope, as competitors for the 
prize,being well awam of their numbers and strength, their thorough 
equipment, and the bold spirit of enterprise which animates their crews. 
But I venture to look even beyond these. . I am not without hope that 
you will deem it not unworthy of a great and kindred nation to take up 
the cause of humanity which I plead, in a national spirit, and thus gen-
erously make it your own. -

I must here, in gratitude, adduce the example of the imperial Russian 
government, which, as I am led to hope by his Excellency the Russian 
ambassador in London, who forwarded a melll0rial on the subject, will 
send out exploring parties this summer, from the Asiatic side of Behring's 
strait northward, in search of the lost vessels. It would be a noble spec
tacle to the world, if three great nations, possessed of the widest empires 
on the face of the glOBe, were thus to unite their efforts in the truly Chris
tian work of saving their perishing fellow-men from destruction. 

It is not for me to suggest the mode in which such benevolent efforts 
might best be made. I will only say, however, that if the conceptions 
of my own mind, to which I do not venture to give utterance, were real
ized, and that, in the noble competition which followed, American seamen 
had the good fortune to wrest from us the glory, as mightbe the case, of 
solving the problem of the unfound passage,or the still greater glory of 
saving our adventurous navigators from a lingering fate which the mind 
sickens to dwell on, though I should in either case regret that it was not 
my own brave countrymen in those seas whose devotion was thus re-



[8] 4 

warded, yet should I rejoice that it was to America, we owed ~ur restored 
happiness, and should be forever bound to her by tieS of affectlOnate grat-

itude. , h dd Th ' I am not without some misgivings whIle I t us a ress you, e m-
tense anxieties of a wife and of a daughter, may have led ~e to press too 
earnestly on your notice the trial under whICh we are suffermg, (yet not 
we only, but hundreds of ot~ers,) and to presum~ t?O much on the sym
pathy which we are assured IS felt beyond t,he l~mits of our own land. 
Yet, if you deem this ,to be the ,case, you Will still find, I am sure, eV,en 
in that personal intensity of feelIng, an excuse ~or the fea!lessness with 
which I have thrown myself on your generosIty, and Will pardon the 
homage I thus pay to your own high character, ~nd to that of the people 
over whom you have the high distinction to preSIde. , 

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedIent servant, 
JANE FRANKLilN. 

I beg to annex some explanatory papers~ 

Notice of tlw Expeditions of Discovery and Sear-ch now ifn the Arctic Seas. 

In the year 1845, her Majesty's gov\ernmenLsent out an expedition for 
the purpose of discovering a northwest passage b~tween the Atlantic ~nd 
Pacific oceans, along the northern coast of Amenca, or between DaVIS's 
and Behring's straits, The expedition consisted of two ships, the "Erebus'" 
and" Terror," under the command of Sir John FrankIlin and Captain 
Crozier-the complement of officers and men in the two ships being about 
138, They were victualled for three years. Their instructions were, to 
proceed to Baffin's bay, and, as soon as the ice permitted, to enter Lan
caster sound, and proceed westward through Barrow's strait, in the lat.i
tude of about 741-, until they reached the longitude of Cape Walker, or 
about 98 west. They were then to use every effort to penetrate south
ward and westward towards Behring's strait; and it was in this part that 
their greatest difficulties were apprehended. If these proved to be insur
mountable, they were next directed to return to Barrow's strait, and pro
ceed northward by the broad channel between Devon and Cornwallis 
islands, comI?only c~lled Wellington's strait, provided it appeared open 
and clear of Ice. It IS evident that their ability to follow either of these 
courses mnst have depended upon local circumstances of which we hav.e 
no cognizance. 

The discovery ships sailed from England on the 19th of May, 1845, 
and were last s,een on ~he 26th of July of the same year, in latitude 74 
48 north, longItude 66 13 west, fastened to an iceberg waiting for the 
opening of the ice to cross into Lancaster sound. ' 

Th,es~ ships have never since been ~e~:r;d of; ,and it is for the_purpose 
of relIevmg them, and at least of ascertammo- theIr fate that in 1845 her 
M't' ' b", ,a~e~ y s government agam fitted out an expedition. It was in three 
divislOns, 

The first (in point of time) consisted of a single ship called the 
"Plover " command d b C 'M ,. , e y aptam O(He, whieh left England in the 
latter end of January, for the purpose of enterino- Behring's strait 01' the 
westward passage. It w,as intended that she should anive ther~ in the 
month of July, and, haVing looked out for a winter harbor, should send 
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ou~ he~ boats northward and eastward, in which directions the discovery 
ShIPS, If successful, would be met with. 

UN-fortunately, the Plover never even approached, last year, the place 
of her destination; and whatever search she may yet be able to make has 
to b~ accomplished this summer. The" Herald" surveying vessel in the 
PacIfic has orders, if possible, to supply her with additional stores. 

-:rhe second division of the expedition was one of boats, to explore the 
coast of the Arctic sea between the Mackenzie and Ooppem1ine rivers, or 
from the 135th to the 115th degree of west longitude, together with the 
s~)Uth coast of Wollaston land-it being supposed, that if Sir John Frank-
1m's party had been compelled to leave the ships and take to their boats, 
they would make for this coast . 

. The non-arrival by this time (April, 1849) of an express from Sir John 
RIchardson" proves that 'his "last summer's search was fruitless. 

The third portion of the expedition of search consists of two ships, the 
"Enterprise" and" Investigator," under the command of Sir James Ross 
and,Captain Bjrd, which sailed in May, 1848, for Lancaster sound. They 
were last heard of on the 28th of August last, when they were at the en
tranee of this sound. 

Sir James Ross intended to proceed in the Enterprise, carefullyexam
ining the shores of Lancaster sound and Barrow's strait on his way, to 
Melville island, or to Bank's land, and thence to send out exploring par
ties in boats. 

This second ship, the Investigator, under command of Captain Bird, 
appears to have received instructions from Sir James Ross to watch Lan
caster sound, for the purpose both of communicating with the whaling 

,ships from England this summer, and of looking out for stragglers from 
the Erebus and Terror, should any be endeavoring to reach the neighbor
hood of the fishing grounds. 

From the late period of the season, however, at which the Enterprise 
and Investigator reached Lancaster sound, it is calculated that they can 
scarcely have had more than a fortnight for their operations during the 

,Jast summer, and that a wide field for search remains open during the 
approaching season, for which, however, the means at present in activity 
are by no means adequate. It is the general belief of those officers who 
have served in the former arctic expeditions, that the discovery ships Erebus 
and Terror, whatever accident may have befallen them, cannot have 
wholly disappeared from those seas; and that some traces of their fate, if 
not some living temnant of tr.eir crews, must eventually reward the search 
of the diligent investigator. It is possible that they may be found in quar
ters,the least expected; but, in the first instance, the attention of ships en
gaged in the search should be directed to the quarters pointed at in the 
admiralty instructions given to Sir John Franklin, and especiaHy to the 
ch.annels rleading out of Barrow's strait to the north. The chief of these 
is tha.t caUed Wellington strait, which it is probable Sir James Ross has 
not yet ex.plored, and where, if entangled in the ice, and exhausted for 
want of provisions, their condition must be in the highest degree danger
ous. It is also very desirable that the coasts of Boothia and North Som
erset should be carefully examined, as well as the shores of the Gulf of 
Boothia and Regent's inlet, and the coast eastward of the Coppermine to 
Great Fish or Back's river; also the sounds and inlets north and west of 
Baffin's bay, which are supposed to communicate :with W~llington's 
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channel to the west. Some of these parts might. be explored .by h?ats or 
land parties, as would all that part, also unprovIded for, whiCh hes be
tween the Mackenzie river and Icy cape to the west. 

It is the opinion of several experienced officer~, that two ~mall vessels, 
of the size of 150 or 180 and of 80 tons, respectively, draw~ng not above 
ten feet water, might answer the purpose of careful search 111 these seas, 
as well as larger vessel~. 

lI!fr. Clayton to Lady Franklin. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Washington, April 25, 1849. 
MADAM: Your letter to the President of the United States, dated April 

4, 1849, has been received by him, and he has instructed me to make to 
you the following reply. . . . 

The appeal made in the letter with whIch you have honored hIm, IS 
such as would strongly enlist the sympathy of the rulers and the people 
of any portion of the civilized world. . 

To the citizens of the United States, who share so largely 111 the emo
tions which agitate the public mind of your own country, the name of Sir 
John Franklin has been endeared by his heroic virtues and the sufferings 
and sacrifices which he has encountered for the benefit of mankind. The 
appeal of his wife and daughter, in their distress, has been borne across 
the waters, asking the assistallce of a kindred people to save the brave 
men who embarked in his unfortunate expedition, and the people of the 
United States, who have watched with the deepest interest that hazardous 
enterprise, will now respond to that appeal, by the' expression of their 
united wishes that every proper effort may be made b1' this government 
for the rescue of your husband and his companions. 

To accomplish the objects you have in view, the attention of American 
navigators, and especially of our whalers" will be immediately invoked. 
All the information in the possession of this government, to enable them 
to aid in dis~overi~1.g the missing ships, relieving their crews, and restoring 
them to theIr famIlIes, ~hall be spread far and wide among our people j 
and all that the executIve government of the United States in the exer
~ise of its co~stitut~onal powers, can effect;.to meet this requisition on Amer
Ican enterpnse, skIll, and bravery, will be promptly undertaken. 

The hearts of the ~mer.ican pe?ple will be deeply touched by your elo
quent address to th~Ir ChIef Maglstrate,and they will join with you in an 
earne~t prayer t~ HIm whose spirit is on the waters, that your husband 
and hIS compamons may yet be restored to their country and their friends. 

I have the honor to be, very resIlectfully,.madam, your obedient servant, 

Lady JANE FRANKLIN. 
JOHN, M. CLAYTON. 



7. [8 ] 

The Lady oj Sir John Franklin to the President. 

BEDFORD PLACE, LONDON, May 24, 1849. 
SIR: The letter with which you have kindly honored me, conveying 

the reply of the President of the United States to the appeal J ventured to 
address to him in behalf of the missing arctic expedition under my hus
band's command, has hlled my heart with grati1ude, and excites the live
liest fe~lings of admiration in all who have had an opportunity of' seeing it. 

Relymg upon the reports in the American papers just received, I learn 
that the people of'the United States have responded, as you foresaw they 
:would, to the appeal made to their humane and generous feelings, and that 
In a manner worthy of so great and powerful a nation-indeed, with a 
munificence which is almost without a parallel. 
. I will only add, that I fully and firmly l'ely upon the wisdom and effi

CIency of the measures undertaken by the American government . 
. I beg you to do me the favor of conveying to the President the expres

SlOn of my deep respect and gratitude, aHd I trust you will accept your
self my ~eartfelt acknOWledgments for the exceedingly kind and feeling 
manner III which you have conveyed to me his Excellency's sentiments. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obliged friend and obedient servant, 
. JANE FRANKLIN. 

Mr. Crampton to lIfr. Clayt01~. 

WASHINGTON, June 9, 1849. 
SIR: 1 have been directed by her Majesty's government to lose no time 

in communicating to the government of the United States the printed pa
pers which I haye the honor to enclose herewith, in case an intention on 
their part, referred to in a statement which appeared in the "Times" 
newspaper, of the 22d ultimo, of sending two ships in search of Sir John 
Pranklin's expedition, is really entertained) it having been suggested by 
the Lords of the Admiralty, that, in that case, it may be useful that the 
United States government may be in possession of these papers, contain
ing the views of officers competent to give an opinion as to the best meas
ures for affording relief'to the expedition, and the steps taken by her Ma-
jesty's government for that purpose... . . 

Her Majesty's government are ere th1s appnzed of the realtty of the hb
eral and p4ilanthropic intention of the President 'Yith reg~rd to the expe
dition in question, which I had the hon?r of rerortmg to VIscount Palm~r
ston, in a despatch dated the 14th ultltu<? h~.ve, the.refore, the satis
faction of being enabled now to fulfil the lllstructlOn WhiCh has been ~. 
dressed to me in anticipation of the correctness of the st~tement Whl?h 
had already reached her Majesty's government, by expre~sll1g toyou, SIr, 
their full appreciation of the gene!ous and humane motives ~h.lCh have 
induced the government of the Umted States to send an expedltJ.On to the 
arc ti c seas. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the assurance of 
my highest consideration. 

JOHN F. CRAMPTON. 
Hon. JOHN M. CLAYTON, o/CI, ~·c., o/c. 
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Three thousand pounds, or a proportion thereof; accordi,,!:g ta t!te serviceS' 
rendered, f?!fered by Lady Franklin to such of t~e 1l'habng sh1p's as sha!l 
be generously inclined to assist the seareh for Sir John Fran!cl1n and hw 
gallant companions. 

With the view of inducing any whaling ships which shall re"8ort fo 
Davis's strait and Baffin's bay to make special efforts in search of the ex· 
pedition under the command of ~ir John Franklin, ,I hereby offer the 
sum of three thousand pounds, (cf:3,OO?) or a :rroporhon the,reof, accord
ing to the services rendered, to s,uch slup or S~IPS as" departmg from the 
usual fishing grounds, shall discover, and, If n~eded, afford effectual 
relief to the above expedition, or to any portion of ,It. 

It is proposed that the amount of rew~rd, accordm,gl to t~e efforts made 
and services performed, shall be determmed by.the fOllowmg gentlemen, 
who have kindly consented to act as referees, VIZ: 

Rear Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort, K. C. B. 
Captain Sir W. Edward Parry, R. N. 
Thomas Ward, esq" (Hull.) 
In regard to the distribution of the sum awarded, among oWners, ~ap

tains, officers, and seamen, the amount to each to be adjusted in the 
same proportions as if similar value of produce from the fishing had been 
obtained. 

In the event of more than one ship making special efforts to give suc
cor to the expedition, each ship is to receive its proportion of the reward 
agreeably to the decision of the referees. 

The attention of whalers disposed to aid in this service is particularly 
directed to the Gulf of Boothia, within Regent's inlet, or to any of the 
inlets or channels leading out of Barrow's strait, or the sea beyond, either 
northward or southward, as also to any sounds or inlets in the north and 
western sides of Baffin's bay, above the seventy-fifth degree oflatitude. 

Should it be clearly proved and ascertained that any whaler has made 
extraordinary efforts or special researches in quarters remote from the 
ordinary fishing grounds, for the purpose desi$nated, though no success 
may have attended their endeavors, the case 01 such whaler, with a view 
to reward, will be taken into favorable consideration by the referees. 

Fo: the greater satisfaction of parties claiming reward, the owners and 
captams shall be authorized, if they desire it, to nominate one additional 
referee, \~ho shall act and vote in all respects as the standing referees in 
the sJ:lecml case for which,they may. be nominated. The referees, being 
then mcreased to four, Will, accordmg to the usual order of business 
choose for themselves a fifth as umpire. ' 

;£20,000 sterling ($100,0~0) rewa,rd to be. gi,:en by her Britannic Majes
ty.s government to s,uch pnvate Ship, or distrIbuted among such private 
ShipS, or to any explormg p~rty 01' parties of any country, as may, in the judg
ment of the board of admiralty, have rendered efficient assistance to Sir 
J?hn Franklil~, his ships, or their crews, and may have contributed 
dIrectly to extncate them from the ice. 

LONDON, March 23, 1849. 

H. G. WARD, 
Secretary to the Admiralty_ 
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. ~he a~tentio~ or. whalers, or of any other ships or parties disposed to 

aid m t~lS serYl?e, IS particularly directed to Smith's sound and Jones's 
sound, In Baffin s bay, to Regent's inlet, and the Gulf of Boothia as well 
as ,to any ?f the inJe!s or channels leading out of Barrow's strait,' particu
lar,y Welhngton .stratt, or the sea beyond, either northward or southward. 

yessels enterIng through Behring's strait would necessarily direct 
theIr search north and south of Melville island . 

. NOTE.~~ers"ms desirous of obtaining information relative to the miss
mg. exp~dltlOn, are referred to Edmund A. Grattan, esq., her Britannic 
M3;Jesty. s c0l!sul, Boston, Massachusetts, or Anthony Barclay, esq., her 
Bntanmc Majesty's consul, New York. 

Mr. Bancroft to Mr. Clayton. 

[Extract.] 

UNITED STATES LEGATION, 
London, June 15, 1849. 

SIR: * .. .. '" ,., '" '*' ., 
The newspapers haViing announced that it is the President's intention 

to fit out two ships to go in search of Sir John Franklin, the Royal 
Society have passed a vote on the subject, which the Earl of Rosse, 
president of the Royal Society, has communicated to me by a letter; a 
copy of which is enclosed. Not having any official knowledge of the 
President's intention, I have taken care, when appealed to, to say that 
I knew nothing on the subject beyond what was before the world. You 
will observe, also, that the subject has engaged the attention of the 
House of Commons. I was present, and heard Sir Robert Inglis, Lord 
Palmerston, and }Ir. D'Israeli speak upon it in the handsomest manner. 
• * * * * ~ * * ., 

I am, &c., 
GEORGE BANCROFT. 

Hon. JOHN M. CLAYTON, 
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C. 

The Earl of Rosse to lift·. Bancroft. 

13, CONNAUGHT PLACE, June 9, 1849. 
My DEAR SIR: I have the honor to inform you that, at the :;tnn~lal 

meeting of the Royal Society, held th~ 7th ,instant, a .commUl1lCa~lOn 
Was read from Admiral Sir F. Beaufort, ill WhICh he appnzed the socJety 
that the American government had nobly undertaken to send an expe
dition in search of Sir John Franklin; upon which a vote of thanks was 
moved by Sir Charles Lemon, seconded by Lord North~pton, and 
'carried with the utmost enthusiasm, expressIve of the ,gratItude of the, 
Royal Society to the American government, and of their, deep sense of 
the kind and brotherly feeling which had prompted so lIberal an act of 
humanity. 

2 
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Allow me to assure you that. it is peculiar~y gratifyf~g to me to have 

the honor of beinD" the humble instr.ument III conveymg to you the 
thanks of the Roy~, Society on this occasion;. and pennit me . to ex~ress 
a hope that this :r:nost gener0.us ~ct .of the Umted States ~ay, If pos~Ible, 
draw closer the bonds of fnendshIp between the t'Y0 kmdred natIOns.
That the United States may continue to progress wIth the same extra
ordinary rapidity in the arts of peace and civilization, an~ to hold the 
same high place in the science and literature of the world, IS, I am sure7 

the anxious desire of the Royal Society. 
I have the honor to be, my dear sir, very truly, yours,. 

ROSSE. 
His Excellency GEORGE RANCROFT1 Esq., 

.rc., o/c., ~-c~. 

Mr. Sinyth to Mr.. Bancroft~ 

3', CHEYNE WALK, CHELSEA,. 
June 20, 1849. 

DEAR SIR: Having notified to a gener.al meeting of the Royal Geo
graphical Society of London, holden on Monday, the 11th instant, that 
the g.overnment of the United States, with nobl'e feeling and generous 
liberality, ordered an expedition, under the command of a very distin
guished officer, to assist in the search, in the artie regions, for Captain 
Sir John Frankfin (late a vice-president of the said' society) and his 
brave companions, it was resolved unanimously to transmit an expression 
of the society's gratitude to the American government, and their full 
sense of the benevoIent impulse which prompted so admirable an act of 
humanity. 

On so deeply interesting an occasion, I beg to be allowed to assure 
you of the gratification I reef on being made the instrument of this ex
pression; and believe me, very sincerely, dear sir, 

Your faithful and obedient servant, 
W.H. SMYTH, 

President Royal Geographical Society. 
His Excellency the Hon. GEORGE BANCROFT, 

o/c·,4-C·14-c. 

The Lady of Sir John Franklin to the President. 

SPRING GARDENS, 
London, December 11, 1849. 

S!R: Ii ~ad~ the honor of addressing myself to you, in the month of' 
Apnllast, III behalf of my husband, Sir John Franklin, his officers and 
crews, who were sent by her Majesty's government, in the spring of 1845 
on a maritime expedition for the discovery of the northwest passage and 
who have' never since been heard of. ' 

Thei~ mysteri?~~ fate has excited, I believe, the deepest interest 
throughout the clVIlIzed world, but nowhere more so, not even in Eng-
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land .its~If, than .in- the lTnited States of America. It was under a deep 
convlCtIOn of .thlS fact, and with the humble hope that an appeal to those 
generous sentiments would never be made altogether in vain, that I ven
tured to lay before you the necessities of that critical period, and to ask 
you to. take up the cause of humanity which I pleaded, and generously 
make It your own. 

Ho\:,: nobly you, sir, and the American people, responded to that appeal, 
how kmdly and courteously that response was conveyed to me, is known 
wherever our common language is spoken or understood; and though dif
ficulties, which were mainly owing to the advanced state of the season 
presented themselves after your official' announcement had been mad~ 
know? to ~.mr go,,:ernment, and prevented the immediate execution of 
your mtentlOns, yet the gener01;lS pledge you had given was not altogether 
withdrawn, and hope still remained to me that, should the necessity for 
:renewed measures continue to exist, I might look again across the waters 
for the needed succor. 

A period has now, alas! arrived, when our dearest hopes as to the safe 
return of the discovery ships this autumn are finally cmshed by the un
expected, though forced return of Sir James Ross, without any tidings of 
them, and also by the close of the arctic season. And not only have no 
tidings been brought of their safety or of their fate, but even the very 
traces of their COUl'se have yet to be discovered; for such was the concur
rence of unfortunate and unusual circumstances attending the efforts of 
the brave and able officer alluded to, that he was not able to reach those 
points where indications of the course of the discovery ships would most 
probably be found. And thus, at the close of a second season since the 
departure of the recent expedition of search, we remain in nearly the 
same state of ignorance respecting the missing expedition as at the mo
ment of its starting from our shores. And in the mean time our brave 
countrymen, whether clinging still to their ships or dispersed in various 
directions, have entered upon a fifth winter in those dark and dreary soli
tudes, with exhausted means of sustenance, while yet their expected suc
cor comes not! 

It is in the time, then, of their greatest peril, in the day of their ex
tremest need, that I venture, encouraged byyom former kindness, to look 
to you again for some active efforts which may come in aid of those of my 
own country, and add to the means of search. Her Majesty's ministers have 
already resolved on sending an expedition to Behring's strait, and doubt
less have other necessary measures in contemplation, supported as they 
are, in every means that can be devised for this humane purpose, by the 
sympathies of the nation and by the generous solicitude which our Queen 
is known to feel in the fate of her brave people imperilled in their country's 
service. But, whatever be the measures contemplated by the admiralty, 
they cannot be such as will leave no room or necessity for more, since it 
is only by the multiplIcation of means, and those vigorous and instant 
ones, that we can hope, at this last stage, and in this last hour, perhaps, 
of the lost navigators' existence, to snatch them from a dreary grave. 
And surely, till the shores and seas of those frozen regions have been 
swept in all directions, or until some memorial be found to attest their 
fate, neither England, who sent them out, nor even America, on whose 
shores they have been launched in a cause which has interested the world 
for centuries, will deem the question at rest. 
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May it please God so to move the hearts and wills of a great and kin
dred people} and of their chosen Chi~f Magistrate, that they may j?iI1 
heart and hand in the generous enterprIse! The respect and admIratIon 
of the world, which watches with growing interest every movement of 
your great republic, will follow the chivalric and hUmane endeavor, and 
the blessing of them who were ready to perish shall come upon you! 

I have the honor to be, sir) with great respect, your grateful and obe
dient servant, 

JANE FRANKLIN. 
His Excellency the PRESIDI<:NT OF THE UNt'i'ED STATES. 

The Lady of Sir John Franklin to Mr. Clayton. 

SPRING GARDENS, 
London, December 12, 1849. 

SIR: I beg to transmit, through you, to the President of the United 
States, the accompanying letter, trusting to that same kindness on his 
part of which you have already been the feeling and eloquent exponent, 
that it will be received with an indulgence similar to that which I met 
with before. 

Sir John Richardson informs me that the interest felt in the United 
States for the unfortunate missing. expedition under my husband's com
mand is as lively and deep as ever; and in this feeling, and in the benev
olent disposition of the President, I place my humble confidence. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obliged and obedient, 
lANE FRANKLIN. 
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