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THE Narrative of a Mission should possess pecu­
liar claims to public notice; it should be enter­
taining as a book of travels, and instructive as a 
natural history. It is supposed to combine somG 
of the excellencies of both these kinds of writing, 
together with subjects of a much higher order; 
even the prOifperity of the inneffable Redeemer's 
kingdom in Heathen lands, and the diffusion of 
truth, righteousness and felicity amongst the most 
forlQrn and miserable portion of the human family. 
A Christian Missionary is supposed to 'hazard his 
life by associating with Savages and Pagans; 
whose language he has to learn, and to whose man­
ners he must, in some degree conform, that he 
,may preach more effectually the unsearchable 
.riches of Christ: such were Elliot, Brainard, Van­
derkemp and Kircherer; such also were many of 
the MQravian Missionaries, both in North Ame­
rica, and likewise in Greenland; and this is, il1 
truth, the noblest and most arduous. career of 
Missionary zeal. 

A second class of Missions are those established 
among nations partly civilized, but still Pagan, 
whose language must be learned, and whose Idol­
atrouspractices the Missionary will expose, though 
at no eminent risk of either persecution or life. 
On such a Mis3ion, all the comforts, and even the 
luxuries of civilized states may be obtained, and 
the preacher may be esteemed and venerated both 
1>y the Natives and others. Such is a Mission tq 
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the East Indies, or Ceylon. ... third kind of Mis­
sions, and much inferior to these, is when a la­
bourer is sent to a friendly colony or distant part 
of the Empire, which gaTe him birth, to instruct 
in thc' doctrines of salvation a race of men, deplo­
rably ignorant and cruelly degraded, but who, 
nevertheless, possess con~id~~able docilit)'", have 
some knowledge of the language of their teacher; 
and who having no previous religion of any kind, 
and being withal the abjects, and least esteem~d 
in society, require only zeal and diligence to 
bring them to the knowledge of divine truth. 
Such a state of things answers to a West India 
Missiou. 

A still inferior order of Missions is as follows: 
when a preacher is sent to a friendly ,colony, 
among those of his own nation and colour, and 
language, whose affairs having called" them to a 
distant climate, still require the word of life and· 
teachers from the parent country. A ministry of 
this kind has few things to elevate it to the dignity 
of a Mission, besides a sea voyage" a change of 
climate, and a few supernumerary hardships and 
privations; such as poor accommodations, difficult 
and often dangerous travelling, absence of many 
literary and ministerial comforts, together with 
!'Iuch .a separation from his brethren and the Christ­
ian world, as often renders him like a partridge 
UpOll the mountains, or a sparrow upon the house 
top. Such is a Mission to Nova Scotia, Canada, 
Newfoundland, and many other 'places, in which 
the most essential features of an arduous and ge­
nuine Mission are not known; there is no strange 
language to learn---no fabric of Idolatry and Pa-
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ganism to demolish--no exposure of life among 
treacherous Barbarians---no relinquishment of ci­
vilized manners, in order to symbolize with sava­
ges. Things flow in much the same course as a 
regular itinerancy at home, with the exceptions 
which have been mentioned above. Of the two 
last kinds, were the Missions .on which the writer 
of this Narrative was employed, first in Nova Sco­
tia, second ly in New Brunswick, and thirdly in 
the Bermudas, he would have been ashamed to 
~all himself a Missionary, and the following pages 
'the Narrative of a Mission, had he not sent his 
work to press before he read either" Crantz's His­
tory of Greenland, Loskiel's Account of the Breth­
ren's Mission in North America, or Brown's 
History of the Propagation of Christianity;" if he 
thought himself a giant before, he now deems 

. himself a mere dwarf in Missionary stature, and 
his hook rather the History of a fourteen yea;rs 
Absence in a foreign land, than the Narrative of 
a Mission. He has, however, endeavoured to 
make some atonement for this assumption, by in­
terweaving much information on the subject of 
Missions in general, so that he hopes his work 
may claim, (ifnot the high rank above mentioned) 
at least, the praise of a useful manual of Mission­
ary information. He has derived assistance from 
several books upon the fmbject, particularly (rom 
the Missionary Register, which, as a medium Qr 
channel of Mission information, has no rival in 
the British Empire. From Brown's History, he 
has obtained several excellent hints ; and from a 
compilation, jmtly entitled ~'The Spirit of Bri­
tish Missions;" the writer of which deserves much 
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credit for his selection. Brown's work, though 
exceedingly defective in its information' on Me.;. 
thodist Missions, is nevertheless a most excellent 
and useful compilation, and entitles the benevo­
lent and ingenius compiler to the gratitude of the 
Christian world. From Melville Horn's Letters; 
I have extracted several pertinent remarks'; and 
the "History of the West Indies," by Doctor 
Coke, has furnished me with some assistance. 

The poem on Missions,' annexed to ,my work, 
does riot pretend to be the production of a poet" 
hut a laver of poetry. The author put into verse 
merely what was suggested to his own mind,from 
reading, experience, and observation upon the 
iubject: hence, however deficient in p,oetry, it is 
a faithful and true picture of a Mission, and if 
poets succeed better in fiction than in truth, this 
may, at least, in part, account for its want of po­
.etical merit. 

The accounts of the several Missionaryestab­
lishments, are extracted from the latest reports, 
and are, he believes, pretty correct.' The tables 
are new, and comprise much useful inforination~ 
The table on Methodist Missions he has honoured 
with a copper-plate, as a token of his high opin­
ion of what has and may yet be done by his breth.;. 
ren in this line, for he finds by a comparison with 
others, that the body of which he has the happi;;. 
ness of being a member, has been behind none in 
this career of benevolence and truth ; and he has 
he.ard it ol?served by persons not very friendly to 
thIS cause, when attempts to do good by others, 
.have failed, "why d9u't you get a Methodist 
preacher, he will succeed.'~Perhaps this may be 
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considered as giving too much honour to the crea­
ture, but facts have justified the .assumption, for 
there is a peculiar character in Methodist Mis­
sions, which, by the blessing of God, can hardly 
fail of success: activity, simplicity, and zeal, are 
the vehicles through which the purest truths are 
conveyed. These are simply that man is a fullen; 
miserable creature, and that Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save ('inners, which blessed facts 
are pressed home and insisted upon, till the Holy 
Spirit write them upon the heart and bring the 
miserable sinner to repentance and Jaith in the 
atoning blood of Christ. The economy of a chris­
tian society, and an affectionate display of pastoral 
tenderness and care, bring forward the tender 
plants, till, as trees of righteousness, they bear 
fruit to God's glory. 

Without losing the character. of a minister by 
mixing with his duty some portion of secular 
affairs, the Methodist Missionary assimilates him­
self to his converts, by visiting in their families, 
eating at their tables, and sleeping in their cot­
tages; he is familiar as a brother, compassionate 
as a pastor, but authoratative and vehement as a 
preacher: he has neither the stiffness of learning, 
the pride of office, nor the haughtiness of a man 
of fortune; his Mission f'orms his business, and 
he attends to it as his proper work. Civilization 
is good, hut, his grand object is to makemell 
Christians: his work, it is true, does not show so 
much upon earth, because he rarely keeps a jour­
nal, his time being' spent in preaching, praying, 
and visiting from house to house; and hence, 
though he may wrjte _ ~ solitary letter ,now and 
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then, he does not keep that minute account of 
facts which might be both profitable and interest­
ing; he can, however, say, What my more 
gifted brother has written, I will, by the grace of 
God,perform; this activity of our Missionaries 
may. account for society having less minute and 
detailed accounts of our excellent and prosperous 
Missions than almost any other, people, for while 
others have let the light of their noble institutions 
shine with an extensive splendour, our's, till of 
late, has been, like Gideon's lamp, concealed in 
a pitcher; we have not given them that just por"; 
tion of celebrity which is necessary to insure their 
support, and to place them in their proper rank 
and light; hence, although the Methodist con­
nexion has sent out ne;;trly two hundred Missiou­
aries to foreign parts, we have no regular and 
condensed history of the Missions, save. what is 
found in a few solitary letters, and niue or ten 
annual reports; this is all the information they 
have given to the world of that vast and extensive 
work, which for these forty years past they hare 
been silently carrying forward in foreign lands. 

The London Missionary society abounds in 
documents; the Moravians have minute and in-' 
teresting historiei of their Missions; the Baptists 
both astonish and edify the world wi~h the just 
and yet splendid accounts of their translations and 
success; the Church Missionary society is gather .. 
ing up even the crumbs and fragments of their 
Missions, to form an entertainment for the pU.blic. 
But, till lately, many people never knew that 
such a thing as a flourishing Methodist Missson 
existed, so much. were we cast iuto shade:t for 

- .. 
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want of a just and _ dignified exposition _ of our 
affairs. That angel of' benevolence, Doctor Coke, 
was fo-1' a time the only oracle of Missionary in­
formation, and to him was in a great measure 
confided the management of this yast concern; 
hut now he is no more; the writer of these lines 
earnestly wishes that some of his brethren, whose 
talent-s and information are competent to the sub­
ject, would favour the world and the society w'ith 
a just and comprehensive history of the Methodist 
MisSions, in their rise, progress, ecoliomy, .success, 
and present state; such a work would meet with 
both a rapid sale and extensive reading, it might 
contain a short and pleasing obituary, of those- ·who 
have died abroad, memoranda of persecutions, 
patronage, Providential opening, &c. and by de­
tailing the best means necessary to prosecute and 
establish Missions, might greatly assist the young 
Missionary in his 110ble career; who at present is 
furnished with little more than a few Reports, the 
Minutes of Conference, and forty or fifty vohu;nes 
of Divinity,whicb,though good in themselves, have 
no direct bear~Dg upon his main work; I reason 
from facts, 'and not from theories; when I first went 
to .Nova Scotia, I had not a single line or tract 
upon .thenature of Missions, for even the Reports 
:were not'then in being; and the first thing I met 
upon the- subject was a little shilling - edition, 
printed in America, of Melville -Horn's Letters; 
I put this into my pocket, till 1 had -time to reaae 
it, . and riding -over an inundated inarsh, lost if 
in'the water; when the flood subsided, a seder 
fotitidmy book, and spread it carefully before his 
tire to' dry: the next year passing the same way, 
-b 
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1 called by accident at his cottage, where I found 
my lost treasure, which I read with avidity; pro­
nt, and delight; and though it is fifteen years this 
spring since the circumstance occured, and I have 
travelled during that period more than twenty 
thousand miles .by sea and land, yet Ih(lve pre ... 
served the little foundling ever since: hence, I 
.am confident, that if such a work as" Crantz's 
Mission to Greenland,Loskiel's Book, or Brown's 
Propagation of Christianity," had been put iIito 
my hand, both my mind and my Missi(;m would 
have been the better for them .. But, to conclude, 
it may be objected to the following Narrative that 
it is. not well written ;---that this is the case I will 
readily grant ;--a good writing implies a: good 
writer*--a character which the subject of the fol­
lowing pages does not assume; and for which he 
has had fe'T opportunities of qU3;lifying hiIllself', as 
he went to sea when a boy, and did not return 
till about four years before Providence mysteri­
ously opened his way to go. as a Missionary to a 
foreign land, where active and laborious travelling 
and preaching allowed him but few opportunities 
of improvement. The above reason will account 
10r its destitution of natural history, botany, and 
many other scientific subjects, which might have. 
pleasingly and profitably adorned its pages. .. He 
has written, however, with a warm heart tow.ards 
the cause of MissiOlls--an interest, which to pro­
mote, he has. devoted fourteen of the best years" 
of his life; and did God give him strength, it is 
th~ first wish of his heart to be still emp~oyed in 
t~IS n~ble and Apostolic ca.reer :~lence, had he· ar­
~,Ind III England before hIS lamented and diiiin-
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terested friend, Doctor Coke, sailed for the Indies, 
it was his intention to have accompanied that holy 
and laborious patron of Missions to the islands of 
the East, according to an intimation he had given 
the Doctor in his last letter to him. I • 

I must now bespeak the reader's candour to the 
faults of my work: "what I have written I have 
written;" and yet I disclaim any thing like 
severity: the office ofa dictator I do not assume, 
for though I have occasionally mentioned some 
things capable of improvement in our own system, 
which, with all its faults, is a happy result of 1111-
man wisdom and prudence; yet I did not believe 
that any of my brethren would assume that it was 
perfect, and having been nearly fifteen years in 
foreign parts, I must be a mere dolt not to have' 
gained some little experience in subjects of this na­
ture. To the candour of the Christian public, and 
the care of Divine Providence, I' commit the 
following pages; if they are not useful, I shall, 
at least, feel thankful that 1 have done no harm. 
If they tend, in any degree, to promote the good 
cause of Missions, I shall esteem my labours amply 
rewarded. My wish and desire is, that all nations 
~hould serve the true God--all men love each 
other--and that the Gospel may have free course 
and be glorified, until the earth be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover' 
the sea. 

TRAFALGAR-PLACE,Stoke, near 
P1Y11Uluth.Dock,· March, 1816. 

JOSHUA MARSDEN. 
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NARRATIVE OF A MISSION, 

Jrc. 

CHAPTER FIRST. 

50ft airs and gentle heavings of the wan', 
Impel the bark whose errand is to save; 
To succour fall;>n nature and replace 
The smile of piety on sorrow's face. 
Let nothing adver",", nothing unforeseen 
Impede the bark that plows the deep serene; 
That tlies like Gabriel on bis Lord's commands; 
A herald of God's love to distant lands. 

COWPER • 

.L.\FTER a most affectionate parting with my dear 
friends, whom I did not know I should ever see again, 
on the 24th of August, in the year J 800, we went on 
board the Snow Sparrow, Captain Humble, bound 
for Halifax in N ova· Scotia : I had the advantag-e of 
some of my brethren in having been to sea before; 
yea, and twice shipwrecked ill the course of twelve 
months; hellee marine travellillg with all its horeou 

The northern blast-the shatter'd mast, 
The syrt-the whirlpool and the rock; 
The breaking spont-the stars gone out 1 
The boiling strait-the monstrous shock: 

did not fill me with any lively apprehensions of fear. 
Sickness that dreadful tribute paid by most when en­
tering upon the world of waters I did not antici­
pate; having never been sick on any former occasion. 
A good comcience and a steadfast reliance on lohe 

1l 
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The singwlar providt'nce of God in preserving the nIissionaries from Shipwreck. 

Lord Jesus Christ sweetly composed my mind, and 
gave me some degree of pleasure in looking' forward 
to the accomplishment of the voyage. It is a singu­
lar proof of the providential care of the Almighty; 
that from the year 1770, the period when the first 
Methodist Missionaries sailed, to the present time; 
not an instance has occurred of one of them 
being lost at sea; either by shipwreck, or storm. 
It is true, some have been saved" by the skin of their 
teeth." They have seen death in the hurricane,­
death in the lee shore :-death in tbe sunken ledge; 
in the white winged squall: and in the thunder of an 
enemy'!! guns: but the instance is to be recorded, of 
a single persoll, ever having fallen a victim to any of 
these ministers of mortality. They have sailed in 
all seasons of the year; in all kinds of vessels; 
with all sorts of captains; and under all paral­
lels of latitude; and yet providence has preserved 
them from violent death: they have g'one to the east, 
to the north, t9 the west and the south, and save in 
one or two cases of natural death; which might as 
certainly have happened on shore; they have gene­
)'allyarrived in safety. Surely this should be men­
tioned to the honour of di vine goodness. and for the 
encouragement of such as may in future embark in 
this blessed work. 

In a few days we cleared the land and entered upon 
the mIghty atlantic ocean; vast world of waters! 
what immense treasures lie hid in thy bosom: thou­
sands have sunk in thy mighty billows to rise no more 
till the final judgment. My brethren were exces. 
sively sick, and I found a pleasure in being able to 
wait upon them, and minister to their wants: we 
soon lost sight of the diminishing hills of Ireland, and 
Scotland; and were encircled with one vast horizon 
of water and sky. Our vessel was small, and very 
leaky; the crew seemCild a mixture of all nations. 



OF A MISSION. 11 

The Sea unfavourable to the Exercise ofstateu Devotion.--The evils or.. wet Birth. 

We had' also several passengers on board, who did 
not fear God; but being all united to reprove and 
discountenance sin, we did not doubt gettiHg com­
fortabl y on our voyage. One great dra"wback to our 
comfort, was the leakiness of the vessel, which kept 
the sailors always at the pumps, and melted more 
than thirty tons of the cargo, which consited chiefly 
of salt. As we proceeded on Oul" voyage, the sea 
sickness suhsided; and we spent many profihble sea­
sons, either in singing, prayer, or spiritual conversa­
tion, in Mr. Black's state-room: this was our asy­
lum, when either silly conversation, 01' trifling made 
the large cabin disagreeable. Ie no place, 01 situ­
ation, are there so many difficulties, in the way of 
public and private devotion as at sea. Sometimes the 
rolling ofthe ship prevented us from either kneeling 
or standing; at other times the captain was impe4 

riously called upon deck; the noise of navigation­
the shouting of the sailors-the roaring of the wind­
the waves dashing-and the ship tossing all conspire 
to forbid the stated return of prayer. I did not much 
like the circumstance of doing duty as a marine, in 
the event of an action, although Mr. Black was ap­
pointed the captain; hClIce, while Messrs. Bennet, 
Lowry, and Oliphant, buckled on the marine ac­
coutrements, under their worthy captain, I requested 
to have my station in case of an engagement at one of 
the great guns. The stormy weather made my birth 
very uncomfortable; my quilt and blankets were 
seldom dry; and one night I had so severe a cramp 
in my stomach, that, for some time, it appeared, as if 
both my sea and mortal voyage were almost at an end: 
my soul was happy in God in the midst of torment; 
from which I obtained no relief, as I could keep 
nothing on my stomach, until Mr. Oliphant brought 
me a tumbler of French brandy; and as it appeared 
my case wai desperate, I drank it off; the intenseneSi 

22 
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Illcidepts that befell us during the Voyage to Halifax. 

of the pain abated; but I felt no more ebriety from 
the fumes of the spirit than if I had only taken cold 
water. lYe had prayer morning and evenillg, and 
preaching on the Lord's day :--this practice ra~ely 
fails to impress the minds of the crew with S?lDe little 
seriollsness. Nothing material occurred till we ar­
rived near the banks of Newfoundland, when one of 
our marine family Captain Blunt, died; the old man 
}lad been taken by the French, but obtained his li­
berty, and was now returnin~to his family at Halifax. 
Ala~! how often do our prospects and our graves lie 
in the same direction! Our comforts all blossom in 
the vicinity of the tomb; should we not rejoice with 
trembling-

Here every drop of honey hides a sting, 
Worms wind themselves into our sweetest flowers. 

COWPElt. 

" we should suspect some danger nigh where we pos­
~css delight;" though rougoh in his manners, I trust 
JlC was a servant of God: and it is not the polish of 
the courtier, but the piety of the Christian that will 
fit us for the kingdom of heaven. In addition to the 
usual trials of ollr faith; a leaky vessel, foul winds, 
dark hazy weather, and darker' nights; we were 
chased by a French corvette privateer; she bore 
down upon us in a very warlike stile: although fight­
ing and religion are two things so widely different, 
that it is as difficult to reconcile them, as to prove 
that they do not exist; yet on this occasion, the mi­
nisters of peace buckled upon themselves the imple­
ments of war, and Mr. Black with his four marineg 
and small arms, was disposed to give t.hem as good a 
reception as David gave Goliah. The myrmidon, 
~owever, did not like our appearance; for being two 
III company, and both well armed, she t.hought tit to 
shear off, with all the canvas she could set. A little 
after this, a circumstance happened, which but for 



OF A MISSION. 

A remarkahle Deliverance from the jaH,~ of n. SharI,_ 

the guardian care of a watchful providence, migllt 
have proved fatal to several of the Missionaries, as 
well as myself. One day the weather being fine, and 
the sea calm, and the ship having but little way 
through the "Yater, (as we had now been better than 
fi ve weeks on board) the captain purposed swimming 
alongside; for which purpose he let down a stage, 
requesting the mate at the same time to take the boat 
some distance from the vessel, to ascertain whether a 
current was not carrying us to the eastward. Mean­
while, several of us launched into the mighty ocean, 
auel were swimming along'side, and near the ship, till 
the mate, who was some distance off, and had his line 
down, hailed the Sparrow, requesting those over­
board to get into the vessel as quid as possible, for 
that he had seen two large sharks swimming alongside 
the boat, which he suspected had left the ship to fol­
low him. Thus, were we, by the good providence 
of Jehovah, and a singular coincidence of circum­
stances, saved from a terrible and untimely death: 
truly we were enabled to say with Jonah-H I will 
sacrifice unto thee LORD with the voice of thanks­
giving. I will pay that I have vowed: salvation 
is of the LORD." Had not the boat left the vessel, 
we might all have been destroyed ;-had she gone a 
little later, the danger would have been equally 
great :-had she returned before we went into the 
water, the sharks might have come back with her, 
and would have darted on their prey' He that has 
no eyes to behold the particular providence of God in 
such an event; no heart to feel grateful for such a 
deHverance; no wisdom to record the divine interpo­
sition; is blind as a mole; stupid as a statue; and 
utterly devoid of Christian perception and gratitude. 
H Bless-the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not his 
benefits;" write them upon thy memorYJ and grave 
them upon tbe table of thy heart. 



14 THE NARRATIVE 

A Voyage on the Ocean is a lively Emblem of a Christian's Life. 

We arrived at Halifax the fourth of October, 
after a passage of six weeks, all through boundless 
mercy in good health, save our worthy brother Ben­
nett, who had been indisposed most of the voyage . 

• 
EMBLEMATICAL REFLECTION. 

A mariner's life is a lively emblem of the chris­
tian's voyage to the peaceful shores of calm eternity; 
a thousand rocks and dangerous reefs lie hid in the 
faithless sea, here the vortex of despair whirls its boil­
ing and tumultuous waves, now the boisterous storms 
ofailliction blow with terrible fury, anon gusts of sud­
den temptation descending like the white winged 
squall terribly ruille and agitate the peaceful surface 
of the soul; now llC glides swiftly before the auspi­
cious gales of faith and love; by and by an athwart­
ing current of corrupt nature sets him several points 
out of his regular course; sometimes he cannot fa­
thom the mysterious depths of divine providence, and 
often through the dead calms of lukewarmness he is 
hindred from pursuing his heavenly voyage; although 
his sun is still in the firmament, yet his soul is often 
perplexed for want of a clear discovery of his origi­
nal splendour, from which to begin a new data and 
pursue his voyage; but soon as the immortal darts 
his radiance through the clouds, 

---The saint expands his wings 
Wide to the wind, and as he sails he sings, 
And loses by degrees the sight of mortal things. 
As the shores lessen so his joys arise, 
The waves roll gentler and the tempest dies; 
NQW vast eternity fills all his sight, 
He floats on the broad deep with infiuite delight, 
The seas for ever calm1 the skies for ever bright. 

WATT •• 



OF A lItlIS~ION. 

The Str:.te~of the Missioll in Nova-Scot!a, with Heg-ard to Chape13, &c. 

We were now in a new world, and what at first 
furnished matter of surprise was to seethe' houses~ 
though built of wood, wear an elegant, dean, and 
neat appearance; the friends in HaliLx received us 
with every mark of gladness and respect, arid wel­
comed our arrival to this western Ecotland with much 
christian affection. Perhaps in no part of the world 
is there a kinder or more generous societJthan the flock 
at II ali fax, indeed this is the characteristic of most of 
the inhabitants oP Nova Scotia; these wild woods 
are the nurseries of real kindness, and their frozen 

'* A mission to Nova Scotia was at this time greatly wanted; they had prior 
to this period only received two "Missionaries from the connexion." l\lr. "rray 
and lUr. Abraham 1. Bishop, both of whom having go~e to the 'Vest Indies, 
(where they died) the province was now nearly destitute, having only the 
Ja\lOurs of Messrs. I. and James Man, Mr. W. Black, and Mr. M'Call; these, 
"VI-'hether we cODsider the extent or population of the province, were like a. 
t.olitary star in a "fast portion of firmament. A slight sk.etch of our chapels, 
and the probable numbers. they will contain, will 'hed a glimmer of light Oil 
the importance of this mission. 

Halifax, the capital of Nova Scotia, I Horton, 'one .................... 250 
ODe chapel wiB co[]tain .•••••• 1000 'Vindbor, one ................... 20() 

Liverpool', along shore, one ..• " .500 Barringtnw, one, ................ 200 
Shelburn, one .................. ADO In the province of r,ew Brl)llswick. 
Annapolis, one ................ .4001 St. J oilns, the capital, one •.•••. 1000 
Granville·, one ..••.•....•••..... 230 She:=:ii('}d, one •••••• ~ ••••• f.~ ••• 200 
Sack ville, one .................. 250 SI. Ann'~, one ................. .400 
Pont de Bute, one .............. 300 St. Stephens, one .............. .400 

Besides these nearly one hUDdrru preachjl!.~ places deep in the bosom of the 
"'Toods, along the banks of rivers, on the shores of the Atlantic, the bay of 
Fundy, and the Gulf of St. Lawrence, anel upon the border, of the Grand 

\ Lake, thousands of these but for the nH::t~.od!st l\iissionari€'':i would never hear 
the word of life; other minister:; are chiefly stationary-they are pa!'otor:; IJf 
flocks, and seldom go far from their centre. The methodist Misslollary rovE'S 
far and wide; preaches one night in the !Hlt of a fisherman, the next in the cot~ 
tage ofa woodman, and probably the ni"ht following in the house of a farmer, 
or the parlour (Jf a merchant. In summer he tra vels on horseback, and in win­
ter sometimes on horseback and sometimes in a sled; and at other times when 
the snow is too deep, on foot. No man will do for a methodist Missionary ill 
this country who has much of the fastidiousness of the fine gentleman,about him. 
To a candidate for this mis;ion, &Dch questions as the following would not be 
irrelavent: Will you trudge through the snow? Can you ride upon the, ice­
carry your saddle-hags upon your shoulders? Are you afraid to cross a rapid 
river in a log canoe? Can you sit in a .moaky hut, and eat buck-wheat cakes? 
Will your constitution bear cold 14 or 20 deg.'ees below the freezing point­
ride tbrough solitary woods-bear thou,ands of musquito,-and put up wit. 
p"or lodl:in~' and a eold bed I 
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Arrived safe in Halifax.-A Description of the '1'oWII. 

climate is a noble theatre of hospitality; 'tcw people 
in any part of the world treat strangers, wit~~lOre 
kindness or manifest more affection for their 1l111J1steri 
than the inhabitants of this province. 

We were abundantly eon soled for the roughness of 
our voyage by the kindne~s we met with on landing. 
" May the Lord reward them in that day." 'Ve 
preached during our stay with much pleasure and 
profit both to ourselves and ~thers, and fo~~d b.y our 
intercourse with the truly PIOUS, that rellglOllls the 
same in all parts of the world; it humble~, it puri~ 
lies, it unites to the Saviour, it endears to each other. 
After staying a while at *Halifa:Y, brother Lowry 

" Halifax, the capital of Nova Scotia, wa<; built by a colony from En~land 
in 1749; it is delightfully seated in Chebucto barbour, lat. 44 degrees 44 mlDut.! 
north, long. 63 degree.::; 30 minutes west. The town is an oblollg square, ex­
tending from what they call fre:.h water river sonthward to the king-'s dock-yard 
in a northerly direction; its whole length is about two miles, aud contains a 
large garrison, a naval yard, and a population of about 900D souls. The mar ... 
ket is fine, and for plenty of choice and cheap fish is superior to any place in 
the world; salmen, mackerel, shad, lubsters, halibut, and various other kinds 
are Dlet with in tbe greatest abundance ~ they mention an instance of an admiral 
who had lately arrived, and havin~ an entertainment sent his ~ervant for a 
dollar's worth of lobsters. who, to hi~ 110 omall surprise, bt'ought a whole boat 
load on board: in a word, the place abounds witb all theblcssin~s of life 
Here are two episcopal churches, and one pre!,byterian; a methodist chapel, a 
roman ratholic chapel, and meetin?, h()uses for the baptist3. seceeders, and 
quakers. The government house is built of free-stone, and is a large handsome 
edifice; there is a honse for the l:iecond in command ~ a court house, a province 
ban where the assembly meet, an arsenal, naval yal'ti, marine hospital, toge­
ther with larg~ ranges of barracks bOUl for the officers and men. The town i. 
the residence of the governor, the admiral, the bishop of Nova Scotia, and a 
nnmber of other officers belonging to government; it probably contains about 
1000 hOllses, many of them handsome, and all "ising on the .ide of a bill, have 
a fine appearance f[{lm the harbour. Our chapel is not haud!some, but IS wen 
attended, and on sabbath evenings al ways cfouded; adjoining' the chapel is a 
'Very good mission h01)Se, for the residence of a married l\'lisoionary. The coun ... 
try round Halifax exhibits a scene of sylvan barrenness; yet the pro.pects are 
romantic, and the roads remarkably ~ood; the climate is perhal)s more moder ... 
ate than a.ny other part of N ova ~,cotia; the tbermometer is seldom lower than 
16 degrees in winter, or higher than 70 degrees in summer. A few Indiana 
live in the vicinity of Halifax, whu chierry get their living by fisbing; but allIS! 
t~ese n:<tives of tbe wilderness, are much diminished in every part of the pro­
"IDee; In general they are CIYII and harmles:" unless when illtoxicated witb 
.pirituous liquors. This town will in time become a place of great trade. 
dU,ring the, late war it Hourished beyond all former, precedent, which may b; 
~hleHy attn~nted to tI.e vast number of prize. contmuall~' coming in; it is the 
;Teat emporIUm of Nova Scotia., and indeed, of British America and carriei 
en all'reat trade in fnr, lumber, tlih, oil, blltter, beef, chee.e, pork, 'oats, &c. &~ 
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My Journey betwixt Halifax and Windsor. 

;" 

and myself set off for 'Windsor, in the way to our 
respective missions, his being the city St. Johns, 
New Brunswick, and mine at the head of the bay 
of Fundy. The distance from Halifax to Windsor 
is 46 miles, the road lies through a vast wilderness, 
with only here and there a house. I had now an 
opportunity of reflecting on my new situation. A 
young man two and twenty, with but little experi­
ence, little religion, little fortitude, and knowledge 
of the world, placed in one of the most critical and 
trying situations among mcn-a missionary in a 
foreign land; a character that should be upright in 
his motives, pure in his affections, and holy in his 
life; a situation that requires all the zeal ofaXavierJ 

the patience of a Brainard, and the self-denial of a 
Gregory Lopez, together with the meekness and 
perseverance of a Swartz. I had, while in England~ 
earnestly besought the Lord to open a door for me to 
act as a Missionary, but now I feared I bad not 
sufficiently counted the cost. A Missionary is pecu­
liarly called to prepare for trials of the most formi­
dable kind; he must virtually *« bid farewell to 
«friends, pleasures, and comforts, and stand in rea­
f< diness to endure the greatest sufferings in the work 
U of his Lord and master. It is inconsistent with 
"ministers to please themselves with the thoughts of 
"a numerous auditory, cordial friends) a civilized 
<c country, legal protection, affluence, splendour, or 
"even a competency; the 81 ig·ht and hatred of men, 
«false friends, gloomy prisons, and tortures, the 
I( society of barbarians of uncouth speech, miserable 
U accommodations in wretched wildernesses, hunger 
"and thirst, nakedness, weariness, and painfulness, 
"hard work, and little worldly encouragement, 
H should rather be the objects of their expectation." 
Thus the apostles acted in primitive times, and 

.. Vector Caley. 
~ 
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In all Lands the principal Object of a Ohristian Missionary is Man's Salvation. 

U endured hardness as good soldiers of Jesus 
" Christ." Thus should all reason who are called 
to embark in this blessed and arduous work; but 
gloomy unbelief is disposed to sink at the threshold 
of such a career, and even the heart of a sincere 
christian may be betrayed into fear by the anticipa­
tion of trials congregated and formidable; the pain­
ful musings of my mind were not a little augmented 
by the appearance of the country naked, wild. barren, 
and mfmntaillous, which made my 6rst journey in 
Nova· Scotia, both tedious and uncomfortable-: but 
I was going upon a good errand. Pleasant scenery 
and delightful landscapes, may please the mere tra­
veller; but the Christian Missionary has a nobler ob­
ject than the beauties of a flower, the genus of a 
plant, or the altitude of a mountain. He is sent to 
save lost men; and whether UpOll the deserts of Tar­
tary, the wilds of Missoury, or the snowy cliffs of 
Caucausus, his lot may be cast; still he keeps thil 
object in view: yea, the true Missionary should be 
willing to go to the ends of the earth, in order to 
sa ve perishing sinners, ransomed with the atoning 
blood. 0 ye holy men who have gone to Labrador, to 
Greenland, and to Tartary! ye have made it evident, 
that neither the charms of country, nor the mildness of 
climate had any influence on your godlike calcula~ 
tions: it was not a motive that weighed in your minds, 
whether the valleys were covered with ice,grass, or 
sand. so that the" Word of God might have free 
course and be glorified." Ah, how few imitate y(lur 
self denying spIrit! and burying, in the consideration 
of doing good, every fOBd hope of earthly pleasure 
and human applause, 

Fly to E"llrth's utmost bound at duty's call 
And for the Heathens sacrifice their all. ' 

Late in the evening, I arrived at Windsor,.and wail 
kindly entertained at the house of a Mr. Church, Ii 

respectable colonist. Windior is a small town on the 
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Wind,or University, remarks on 

road that leads to Annapolis and the the bay of Fun­
dy: it is not far from the bason of Minas, and may 
be considered as the centre of Nova-Scotia. The vil­
lage is pleasantly situated; and is smfounded for a 
few miles with some of the best land in all the pro­
vince. Near the town stands the uui versity of N ova­
Scotia-an institution wisely int{'ncied, but at tha~ 
time conducted in a manner not much to the credit 
either of Iearoing or piety. The fact is, we should 
never go beyond nature in our calculations: a land of 
woods may, for these forty years to come, dispense 
with such an institution. The few lawyers, doctors, 
and clergymen required by the comparative improve­
ment of an infant colony, can never furnish students 
for a large university: and those who are to follow 
the plough tail, and cut down maple logs, ma.y very 
well spare a few scraps of latin and greek: in short, 
the university (so called) had few students, and only 
one professor, the Rev. Mr. Cockrane, who acted all: 
teacher, lecturer, professor, president, &c. &c. 

CHAPTER SECOND. 

During my stay in Windsor, I had an opportunity 
.f exercising my mission, and preached to a very 
attentive and respectable little company in a private 
house. The chapel stood a little out of the town, 
and as the weather was cold, a dwelling-house was 
.considered preferable: this custom prevails much 
during the winter. Many of the little chapels. are 
in the woods, and Ilome of them have not the benefit 
of stoves, without which it is next to impossible to 
occupy them during the cold weather. Formerly 
religion flourished in Windsor; but whether the 
'1bad.ei of a. university, or the paucity of faithful 

c2 
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Arrival on my Mission at the head of the Bay of Fundy. 

Missionaries, caused the lovely plant to decli~e, I 
will not say; at present it appears well nigh bamshed 
from the place. There is a church, and a small 
Methodist chapel: but true'" Christians are sadly 
dwindled away; and few remain to lament the un· 
happy declension. 

After staying awhile in Windsor, I set off for my 
mission where the friends who had no preacher, re­
ceived me with much kindness and affection, as one 
who had come to brioO' them the greatest of all bles­
sings,'-:" the preciou~ gospel." 1 found a lov.ing, 
well-informed, and hospitable people; and a cham of 
settlemenis connected together, stretching from the 
ri vcr N apan to the river Pedecodiack; and: from 
Cumberland bason to the bay de Vert, on the gulf of 
St. Lawrence; including N apan, Amherst, Fort­
Lawrence, Fort Cumberland, Pont de Bute, Sack. 
ville, Dorchester, or Membrancook; in all of which 
I had to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ. 

This part of Nova-Scviia forms the boundary line 
to the province of New Brunswick. They were both 
formerly under the French government, called by the 
general name of Acadia, t the land being indented by 

* The author begs leave to say, lest he should be deemed narrow amI uncha,­ritable, that by true religion he does llot mean methodism, nor by chrr:;tianl methodists. The doctrines of our most excellent articles and homilies are un­doubtedly the doctrines of the reformation: wherever these are preached by holy zealous men, whether in or out of the church, the most blessed conse­quences will follow;-the vicious sinner will be turned from the error of his ways, a holy people will be formed and united together, the bible and religioa will be the grand concern of life, spiritual-minded ness, love, faith, and zeal will be apparent; and where these things are absent, hs there any true religion? 

+ I will beg leave, as it is to be the theatre of my future mi3Sion, to make my readers somewhat acquainted with the whole province of Nova Scotia. Nova Scutia is a large peninsula, reaching from the province of New Brunswick into, the Atlantic; it lies between lat. 43 degrees 30 minutes and 48 degrees ~ mIDutes n,orth, an~ bet,:"een long. 58 degrees ~O minutes and 67 degrees west; Its length IS 307 mIles, Its breadth 154, and It contains about 14 000 _quare mil~s. Boundaries.-Bounded north east by tbe Gulf of St. Lawren~e and the 'IraI,ts of Northumberland and Canceau; east south and south west by the at­J~nlIC ocean; we,t by the bays of Fundy and Yert, and the l'rovilllce of Nelf 
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A Description of the Province of Nov::1 Srotia from Morse. 

the bay of Fundy on the one hand, and the gulf of 
St. Lawrence on the other, may very properly be cal­
led the isthmus of Cumberland. My mission ex­
tended about twelve miles in the onc province as far 
as the river N apan; and about twenty two into the 
other as far as the river Membrancook. The road>! 
-.vel'e dismally bad; winter was approaching with all 
its horrors: however, I felt determined to devote 
myself wholly to the work of my mission, and un­
ceasingly preach the Lord Jesus; as also to cleave to 
him with full purpose of heart. ,The people treated 
me with great kindness and affection; they bore with 

Brunswick, with which it is connected by an i:,thmus about ]2 miles wide. 
Names.-The name first given this province by the French was Acadia, which 
was intended by them to denote a country of indefinite extent in tbe nortlle·rn 
parts of NOIth ~America: James I. uf Sc";t1and gave it its present name in the 
year 1621. Historical Epochs.-In the year 1594 one l\fay, an Englishman, 
touched upan the mast. 1598 the isle of Sable was peopled by a numher ~f 
French convicts, left there by the Marquis de la Roche, who explored the west 
of Nova Scotia, but made no settlement. 1605 Henry IV. of France granted 
the Siellr de 1I10nt a patent of the American terrilories from lat. 40 degrees to 
lat. 48 degrees north. In the fuHo\'ring year that Adventurermadea:;ettlement 
in Annapolis. 1613 Annapolis was destroyed by an English expedition from 
Virginia. 1621 James 1. of Scotland frantcd Sir William Alexander, of 
Menstry, a patent of Noya Scotia, under the p;reat ,eal of Scotland, by what 
right it is hard to tell; it was created into a palatine to be held as a fief of the 
crown of Scotland, and the patentee h:1£1 the usual power of a count palatine; 
DO settlements of any consequence were under this patent. 1749 the English 
government published proposals for the establishment of a new settlement at 
Chebucto (Halifax), and an expedition sailed from England in the autumn of 
this year, under general Corn walli " , comisting of 2700 persons. Parliament 
devoted 40,000 pounds sterling to defray the e~pense, and 30,000 pounds an­
nually to support the settlement till 1755; many of the seUlers, however, SOOIl 

deserted; the soil was barren, the climate severe, and the Indial1s numerous 
and hos~le, prompted to war, ann furnished with weapons by the Canadian 
French.-The progress of the settlement for the first II years was extremely 
slow. 1760; the capture of the Canadas this year, relieved the settlers from 
the danger they wele constantly in from the Indians and French; emigrants: 
came over from En.2:1and in great numbers, and the prospects of the colony be­
gan to brighten. 1763: :Nuva Scotia, by the treaty of peaca was final1y r.edt'd 
to Great Britain; since that time the province has advanced rapidly in Commerce. 
and population. The Religion i.i that of the church of England, l there are, 
however, no tvthes); the diooess of Nova Scotia includes Cape Breton, New 
Brunswick, and St. Johns Island (now called prince Eeward's Island); 
it was first made a bishopric in l'i87: there are 19 missions; the ministen 
'Ire supported partly by the society in England, and partly by the goverllment. 
Division •• -Nova Scotia is divided i~to eig-ht cauntie., .ubdivided into tow.-



THE NARRATIVE 

The Trade, Export, and Prosperity of the Province. 

my weakness and inability, and nobl V lwId up my 
hands in the Lord Frequentlv a goodly company 
would ride throu[··h the \VOOQS with me to my various 
appointments, sin~gjng the praises of God in'tke soli­
tary wilderness .. Truly those wor~s were accom­
plished-" The wilderness and the solItary place shall 
be glad for tbem, and the desert. shall blossom 
as a rose."-Forr:sts that were formerly vocal only 
with the l'Towlin~' of the bear, the croaking of the 
bull-frog~ and ti;e yell of the savage indian, were 
now consecrated with the voice of praise, and saw 
the sylvan chaFel raise its head amidst dark pines, 

~hips. POJ>lllalion.-Thc number of inhabitants amount nearly to 80,000. The 
great body of the people are of Engli:;h origin. Considerable numbers have 
settled there from l\1assachusets and Connecticut; after these the Scotch and 
Irish a.re most numerous. There are numbers of (.\erman and Dutch, and a feW' 
11"'rcnch Acadians. The l'Iicmack Indians wer~ the aborigines of the province. 
,hey inhahit the eastern shore bel ween Halifax and Cape Breton; they have 
about 300 \varriors. Chief Towns.-Halifax, the capital, is before described. 
Truro is a growing !':etllement in the (ount.~ of Halifax; it is built on the bay 
-of PiCton, on the north east coa)! of the provincE", nearly opposite the south 
""si 'cnd of the island of St. .Joho, and about 100 mil., distant from Halifax, 
~vith which pla.ce it h:lS a free and speedy communication; it contains, perhaps. 
100 homes, and abuut SOD inhabitants, ·who arc principally Scotch; a few year • 
. ago ·is wa') a small illsig-niiicant place, but is 1I0W th~ most flourishing in. the 
pl'ovi n('"e; ib traLle conSists chiefly in thE' exportation of timber, great quanti tiel .,f ",ilieh are sllipped every year to Great Britain and Ireland, and dry good. 
hrou;!,ht in return. Liverpool is a commercial settlement of the sea coast ill 
Queen '8 county; it is built on Liverpool bay, and contains 200 houses; the in­
~Iabitant<i are generally Americans, and almost all merchants, or mariners; 
the town i.'i regularly built in one long street; the trade is principally in fisb 
and lumber to the West Indies and Spain. The other principal towns are 
Lunp-nbnrgh, Barrington, Argyle, Yarmonth, Digby, Annapolis, and Windsor .. 
Shelburn and l\"iallchester, once so flollri"hing and populous, are now almost 
deserted; the former in 1788 contained 600 families, now in 181t> it has not a • 
.• 11any individuals; in :Manchester thE' same year there were 200 hOll3t"S (rather 
"?ts) , no,~ there are .five houses and three barm. Hinec the year 1753 this pro­
'ii'lllce baS,; Increased In wealth and cnmmerce to a degree licarcely credible: in 
},;)3 the exports amOllOled to £~9,555, the imports to £934; in 1~1O the im. 
ports from Great Britain alone into the sin~le port of Halifax amounted to 
1GI?O,OOO, alld into the whole province £ I ,200.800; the exports consist chiell.r 
,~fhmber, fish, andillmber to Great Britain and the West Indies. With regard 
to !he .cllm~le, the winters of Nova Scotia are generally severe and l(}ng~ the 
~~nng!s r,amy; the ~u~mer is warm and foggy, and the'antumn very pleasant. 
1 he sozl differs, bu~ IS 10 many places sandy and dry; there is iron and eoa)"! i. 
!~e country, bu:t tne fuel is chiefly wood; the prOVillCl" abounds in lime-stone 
l;Y~um and gfilld-stones, cOllsiderable quantities of which they send to til; 
Umted States. . 
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Climate extremely c"ld.-Difficulty in crossing the ilbr;hes. 

towering birch, and spreading maple trees. In the 
latter end of November, winter set in with all its 
rigours. Those who are accustomed only to the 
cold of England,cannot conceive the intense se· 
verity of the winters in Nova-Scotia: the snow is of­
ten from four to six feet deep; the ice upon the n vers 
is two feet thick; the cold penetrates the warmest 
rooms, the warmest clothes, and will render torpid 
the warmest constitntions; it often freezes to death 
those who lose their way in the woods, or get bewil­
dered in the thick and blinding fury of a snow drift. 

My appointments were at Pont de Bute, in a cha­
pel embowered in the woods: here I preached every 
other sabbath. On Monday, I rode to Tantramar; 
a journey that sometimes cost me both trouble and 
fatigue, as the marsh wai frequently overflowed, and 
the danger of crossing it was very great, owing to the 
various creeks and dykes that intersected in every di­
rection, so that I- was obliged on these occasions t() 
have a guide, who rode with a long pole in bis hand, 
which as the waters w~ rode tbrough were muddy, 
he kept plunging to the bottom, a little ahead of his 
horse, to ascertain the direction of the creeks, and 
that we might not unawares plunge into any of them, 
and thereby endanger our lives. Thus I have had to 
cross six or seven miles of water often at the eminent 
risk of mv life ;-thanks to my preserving God, his 
providence hath bitherto interposed in my behalf. 
I usually preached at Tantramar, or Sack ville, on the 
Tuesday Evening; and was kindly entertained by my 
friends, John and "Viiliam Fawcett, two respectable 
farmers, who having left England in rather indigent 
circumstances, were become, by persevering industry. 
pretty able men. On W edne~day mornilJg, I g-ene­
rally set off through the woods for Membrancoolc 
This was one of my most dreary journeys, as I h,ul 
to ride eleven or twelve miles without a single house~ 
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Riding through wilderness fell ftom my horse, and .\Vas bruised. 

and for the most part a miserable road. - I ca.n~ot 
here omit mentioning a particular mercy of dIvme 
providence: as I was one day passing this dreary por­
tion of wilderness, in going down a bi-lI, my hors6 
threw me over his head; and as I fell chiefly on my 
side and face, was bruised in a dreadful manner, and 
hardly knew as I lay upon the ground, wheth~r my 
life and mission were not both about to termmate. 
However, after the severe stunning su bsided, I got up, 
-but my horse had strolled off ahead; what I Ehould do 
I knew not, nearly eight miles of the wood to pass; a 
miserable road; much bruised; weighed down with 
top coats and boots; and had to preach in tllC even­
ing. In this situation Providence sent to my aid two 
men, who were coming through the woods in an op­
posite direction: they kindly assisted me to catch my 
11Orse, which I re-mounted, and rode to my appoint­
ment, and preached a way most of my soreness, stiff­
ness, and fatigue. Thus kindly does the Lord bring 
us through our trials, and proportion them to our 
circumstances; enabling us to bear them witllOut 
sinking; and to profit by them in acknowledging his 
hand, and giving him a tribute of praise. Sometimes 
on Friday, I went to the upper part ofthe settlement, 
and preached at the house of William Fawcett. His 
two sons and daughter-in-law were deeply pious. I 
spent many most profitable seasons in their company. 
A young woman who lived with them as a servant 
was deeply pious: she lay, I think, three days in a 
trance, and saw and heard most singularthing·s. On 
Saturday, I spent the day partly in visiting and part­
ly in studying and preparing for the morrow. On 
the sabbath I preached in the forenoon, and afterwardl 
met .and spoke to the society, one by one; in the 
evenmg, preached again, generally at my lodgings, 
to as many as the house would contain: the little 
chapels in the country parts of the province are not 
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My places of preaching, amI difi'aent accommodations. 

often used in the evenin?:, as the bulk of the people 
live a great distance, ffeq nentl y seven, eight, and 
ten miles from the chapel, and cannot return home 
after preaching. Hence we usually preach to as 
many as live in the neighbomhood of our lodgings; 
and spend the evening in conversing upon the He­
deemer's kingdom, and his dying: love to poor sinnPI's. 
On Monday we rode to Fort Lawrence, and prC'acbed 
at the house of Thomas Roach, E~q, a magistrate, 
and member of the assembl v, and also a local preach­
er, It often happens with a "Iissionary ill N!lva­
Scotia, that he may one ela y take up his q nartel'S in 
a log cottage, in the ,~iidel'lless; the IH'xt he may 
spend in a fisherman's hut; and the day foll·ming be 
respectabl,ventertained by a farmer, a merchant, or 
a m.tgistrate; have an elegant bed rl)om, a con. fort­
able parlour, and the most hospitable entertainment. 
These changes frequently expose us to severe colds; 
but otherwise they agreeably checli:er with their 
grateful vicissitude, the path of a Nova-Scotia if- Mis. 

* As Nova Scotia has been upon the minutes since the year l7H51 and ii 
aonsidered as an important missiollary gtation, it may not be improper here to 
say something respecting the introduction of vital piety into this province. The 
first particular excitement or revival in thi" cold and little-known colony was 
in the year 17 80, among a few methodist emigrants from Yorkshire. A Mr. 
Newton and several others who had come to these wilds (at that time as desti­
tute of religion as cultivation) establish€'d pra'yer meetings, h:y which means a 
euncern for religion was awakened alUolig many other settlers, who had tled 
from the noise of Europe to bury themselves in the gloom of these solitary woods, 
and cultivate a few acres which neither the priest could tythe, nor premier hur'" 
then with taKe,. Mr. Willialll Black (whose father, a reputable farmer, bad 
~migrated from Hudderslield, in Yorkshire) was among our pious colonists, or 
to speak more correctly, was brolll\ht to the knowkdge of divine things; at this 
time, though a very youn~ man, God intrusted him with excellent gifts, whieh, 
directed and influenced by divine I\racp, rendered him 10 a little while the chief 
:tpeaker in this litHe colonial church; Mr. B. has for many years been a laborious 
minister in these colonies, and, giving honour to whom honour is due, well 
merits the titlp of Apostle to !'\ ova Scotia; he ha. beeD the chief father of th .. 
work, and by his ministry, and those who have acted with him, the gospel bas 
be~n preached from Cape Caflso to Cape Sable, and from Halitax to the (1ulf 
of St. Lawrence. John and James Man have beell useful and lahurion, Mission­
aries in these provinces, and have both worn themselves out b." serving God's 
calise. Here the reader will observe, that in the above note I speak chiefly of 
the cause of God among the methodists; of other denomination, I cannot ip<ak, 
and it iI Blore proper thUYihould ,i\<e the bistQry dflbeir OWtl'JlljiiioQ. 

Jj) 
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Hospitality of the Nova Scotians to Missionaries. 

sionary. On Wednesday, rode to Amherst, and 
preached in the court-house; and on Thursday to 
Nap an, and preached in Mr. Pike's llOuse. On 
Friday, rode to Pont de Bllte, and preached at squire 
Wells's) a respectable justice of the peace and leader 
in our society. Brother and sister 'VeIls possessed a 
large share of the love and fear of God; so that my 
visit was often profitable, having my soul much 
drawn out in preaching in the house) and my mind 
sweetly refreshed by their conversation. 

I was now in the neig'hbourhood of some of the 
oldest settlers in these parts) by whose means religion 
was first introduced. Some of them were gone to 
their reward; but several of their children and re­
latives still manifested much of the divine life and spi­
rit of religion ; and among these, I preached when­
ever a door opened) or spent my time in pastoral vi­
sits. These were precious seasons; and often times 
our little sylvan chapels were filled with the presence 
of God, and my social visits were both profitable and 
pleasant. Indeed there is no people in the world 
more kind than the Nova-Scotians: a Missionary to 
this country has to bear hardships from the weather, 
from travelling, from the great changes in the accom­
modations, and from various natural causes; but 
with regard to the people, each house into which a 
Missionary enters is hospitality hall, and every friend 
who entertains him a GaillS or Philemon, at least in 
]~indness; nor do I think that there is a place in the 
world where a Missionary may live happier. The 
church Missionaries who go there, live and die very 
contentedly in that country.-This is the case with 
the Presbyterians)-they voluntarily expatriate them­
selves. Provisions are exceedingly cheap; they have 
no taxes; ~o tyt~es; and the impost duties upon i,:"­
p~rted arhcles IS very small. A lover of solitude 
mIght realize all the pleasures of Zimmerman or Ely 
Bates'j rural philosophy; aDd a lover of God and 



OF A MISSION. 27 

A Chrsitian Mission is a noble Work.-Why only young Men sent. 

piety? may admire creation here in her primeval 
grandeur. 

For rais'd sublime on her unpolish'd throne; 
Wild nature reigns uurivall'd and alone. 

The man of God cannot go "where universal love 
smiles not around." From the woods of Nova Scotia. 
from the rock of Gibraltar, or from the swamps or 
sands of Africa there is a road to God. It is a child­
ish weakness that prevents many good men from leav­
ing their country to spread the g'ospel in foreign lands; 
and whoever thinks himself too wise, too learned, too 
important for this blessed work abroad, makes it most 
manifest that he has studied the example of the apos­
tles and the genius of the gospel to very little effect. 
There is something so truly pleasant to a heart warmed 
with zeal for God's glory, to forego the gratifications 
of elegant chapels and large congregations, and al­
most every domestic comfort, and preach to a hand­
ful of people in the wilderness, or a group of blacks 
under a cedat· tree; that the man who does not I,jn­
dIe at the view, wants both dignity, simplicity, and 
benevolence. Formerly out" missions went a begging; 
but now, thank God, it is a little better; though I 
am still sorry that few or none go but young men up­
on trial; or, indeed, as soon as they are taken out at 
all, I have greatly wondered, that among so many 
wise, judicious, faithful and learned preachers, as 
are to be found in our connexion, none ever go up­
on this errand: perhaps, I shall be asked what is this 
to me. It is painful to everyone who has the least 
particle of regard for the honour, the prosperity and 
the respectability of missions: possibly I may be told 
that they would lose their influence, their importance, 
and their respectability at home; and that when they 
returned, they would be ill danger of having no niche 
in the c(mnexion worth filling up, and be cast into the 
back ~l·ougd. I cannot, however, think that any 

n2 
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In what way onr l\lhsion::. would become Respectable. 

man of true piety will reason ill this manner; a~d if 
we only seek popularity, we shall not be exten.slve~y 
useful ('iihe!" at home or abroad; but perhaps It wIll 
be replted, the Missionaries who have been sent out, 
lJave been greatly useful ;-they have thank God: 
but if a few undisciplined raw recruits have per­
formed such wonders, what might we not have ex­
pected from veterans, trained up in all the discipline 
of war, if now and then a Gaulter, a Buckley, or a 
Newton, were to take the field, and to take the lead 
also; surely our missions would rise in re~pectability, 
as they would extend in usefulness: but 1 beg pardoll 
for the freedom of these remarks and the digression 
they have occasioned from my narrative, and will 
now return to my mission, in "V fstmoreland. 

It is true I had now and thcn a rapid deep and wide 
ri ver to cross, in a log canoe; and that I might not 
upset this wonderful bark while the man paddled me 
over, I was obliged to sit in the bottom, on a little 
straw. I had occasionally to ride over a brokcn 
bridge, sometimes a floating bridge :-1 will explain 
this.-A number of logs are laid upon the water, and 
nailed to two transverse beams that extend from side 
to side, and are sometimes fastened to each other: 
such a mode of crossing a deep creek is certainly cal­
culaled to dash a fear in the face of weak faith, and 
compel a man to a dastardly wish that he had stayed 
at horne; but then he must cross it; he has to preach 
the gospel a few miles on the opposite side, and if he 
be vcr)' timorom, and afraid of death, he had better 
1I0t go upon this errand. "Let none be sent who are 
afraid to die" said a zealous Missionary, who la­
bOl!red upon a p~rt of the Indian territory, in the in­
tenor of t~e Umted States, and who having sent for 
a helper, Informed the conference that the Indians 
rour.dered all the white people they came across. 

Smce my return to England. I have frequently beclJ 
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A Description of the lI1icmac Indi'tns in Nova-Scotia. 

asked questions relative to the Indians, under the 
idea that at least, a part of our labours were directed 
to them; indeed, so much did this idea prevail, even 
in the large and. populous town of Liverpool, that 
more than fifteen 'years ago, when about to emb,;rk 
from that port for Nova·~cotia, our pious brethren 
prayed in the public chapels dIllt we might be usl'ful 
to the poor savages. * As it is necessary to rectify 

* I have alr~ady observed that there. are hut comparatively few lndians in 
Nova Scotia, and that in all my intercourse wIth the.m I found ttH'ffi an harmles~ 
civil peoplf'; I havE' sometimes met groups of them in the heart of the woods, 
where, if their views had been s~vag;e, they might have Illunlt-red mp with the 
greatest security; but, save the aversion my horse had to the smell of bear's 
grease, with which they often anoint themselves, I ·was never lTIokstt'd oy them; 
I have also het"n inside tht"ir wigwams. have hou!!:ht porcupilw quill boxes of 
them, have met them !:Iqnatteo upon tbe hearths of the colonists in the woods. 
Their mDde of Hving is truly wretched a"i well as precarious; it depends chiefly 
upon what they take in hunting, viz, hears, mice, foxes, martins, otters, musks, 
rat3, luslfees, l}orcupine!!, &c. &c. they generally eat the animal, res::rvillg the 
skin for sale; their process of cookng is both summary and n:,,,ty, they take a 
!Salmon out of the waler, and just as it comes from his native el(~ment pUt it on 
the ~oals, and when it h; half broiled they fall to and eat the wHole animal, 
tout en semble; in this mallner they devour dogs, cats, and rab; aiii 
long as they have any thing to eat they keep a great pot boiliug in th~ir wig­
wams, after eating they lie down, or smoke, then cat a~ail1, and if they rbe 
in the night they fall upon the ('ontents of the great pot, eat away, and then 
ill10ke and lie down again. Thf'ir general appearallce is the mn..,t wretched and 
squalid imaginable, a~ they symbolize with the fihhit'::it elf the Hottentots; 
their women seldom wear any thing but a ~'agged dirty blanket thrQwu over 
their shoulders, ajacket made of blanket for the men, mokessol1s to cover their 
feet made of Ihe skins of the animals they kill. Their wigwams, or temporary 
houses (for they migrate from v1ace to place) are made of the bouglls of tr~es 
stuck in the f"arth, and cov~red with birch bark; they rarely posse ... s more fur­
nitiJl"e than a great pot, a kettle, and a canoe. Their arms aTe a mushet, a 
knife, and a tomahawk, in this manner you sometimes meet a little group of 
them, the man with his mllskel and dog, a pipe in his hat, a knife in his belt, 
his gun in one hand and tomahawk in the other, his wife or ~quaw with a little 
wooden box up0n her hack, in which she carries her palJoose or chUd; ~ome­
time(,j they carry their c::tnoes, which being made of birclt bark dexterously 
stitched tOJ!:ether, are very Ii.~ht, and may easily be borne upon the head; perhaps 
there are not more than 2000 in the wholr country, and among these probably 
not more than 300 warrior.li. Their intercoUl'se wi.th the Canadian Indians ha.., 
given them Ijome notion of the roman cathohc slIperstition; bence, they wear 
beads, crucifixes, and often repair to their priests for pardon and ab"olution; 
the roman priests make a profitable trade of their intercourse with these chil­
dren of nature, and strenuously teach them that wearing a large crucifix. 
counting their beads, and confessing to their priests, will save their souls ~ it 
must, however, be said, to the honour of the romish clergy, that their zeal to 
convert these poor outcasts to a superstitious and gaudy religion, exceeds th~t of 
other ministers to convert them to true piety. I have been credibl.v informed 
tbat the estatp. left by the Honourable Mr. Boyle, is, or should be, devoted [0 

this purpose; if the Missionaries receive an annual stipend for thi' purpose, it i. 
Ii pity tbey do not take some paiui with these poor creature,. 
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The Methodist Mission not to the Indians, but Colonist •• 

this mistake, I know not a more suitable time then 
the present; and observe once for all, that the mis­
sion of the Methodists in Nova-Scotia, is not a mis­
sion to the Indians, but to the colonists or ~ettIers. 
many of whom are cut offfrom all other ministers by 
their peculiar situation, and depend altogether upon 
the labours of the itinerating lVlethodist Missionaries. 

There are many settlers deep ill the bosom of the 
wilderness, along the banks of unfrequented rivers, 
and on the shores of bays and creeks, far remote from 
towns and regular I'oadi, and almost cut off from all 
the rest of the world: these children of nature's soli. 
tudes have immortal souls; and who shall carry tllem 
the bread of life? who shall visit these cottages in the 
wilderness?-The Methodist Missionaries, under the 
patronage and direction of the British conference, 
}Iuve done this.-They have penetrated these solitary 
wilds; plunged into the depth of the vast forests; 
and carried the light of sal vation into the heart of 
these desolate and umbrageous woods. "The wilder­
lIess and the solitary place have been glad for them, 
and the desert has blossomed as the rose," 

And many a cottage in the deep recess, 
Hails with delight the messengers of peace; 
And oft beneath the gay aspiring trees, 
'Vhose rustling leaves are music to the breeze, 
The gospel's sweet andjoyons strains are heard, 
The weak are 'stablish'd, and the drooping cheer'd; 
The savage Indian hears the joyful talk, 
And buries deep the murd'rous tomahawk, 
Savage fl,) more, the renovating plan 
Moulds into love th' nncultivated man. 

I have frequently preached at places where they 
llad not heard a sermon for sometimes more than twelve 
mouths tog~thel',. Minis~erial intercourse is greatly 
ob~tr.ucte~ lU thIS extenSIve country: the paucity of 
MlsslOnanes, and the extent and remoteness of the 
lettlements oppose many difficulties to a more en-
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VITa, taken siek at the Commencement of the l\Iission. 

larged general and minute sphere of Missionary act­
ion. Thus, in my situation, at WestmorelaiId, I 
was from J20 to 150 miles distant from any of mv 
brethren in the mission, with scarcel y any intercours~ 
for several months in the year. 

CHAPTER THIRD. 

IN the midst of my labours, and almost at the 
very onset of my mission, I was attacked with a most 
5evere cold, attended with a violent cough and deep 
hoarseness, (in consequence of sleeping in a damp, 
I might have said, wet bed); these, had I been pru­
dent, by a timely application of care and attention­
might have been alleviated and removed, but an 
anxiety to supply my appointments, and an impruo 

dence in disregarding the beginnings of indisposition, 
(an error which has been fatal to many young 
preachers) laid the foundation of a wound in my 
constitution that I fear I shall carry with me to the 
grave; in a little while my fever and cough increased 
to such a degree as deprived me of sleep, and ren­
dered me unable to proceed in the work of my mis­
sion; after a week's confinement an earnest desire to 
prosecute my work prompted me to make another 
effort, but alas! this gave the finishing stroke to my 
disorder, and I came home with a fever and shiver­
ing that indicated the approach of some formidable 
malady. I had now to take my bed in good earnest, 
to which, and my room, I was confined eight weeks. 
My disorder was an inHamation on the lungs, at­
tended with a spitting of blood, Wllich reduced me 
to a mere skeleton, and brought me to the very porch 
of the immortal world But, during my affliction, 
I had iuch It display of the power of religion as is 
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The illfelt Sweetness of Relio-iOIl frequenlly accounted Enthusiasm. 

beyond human language to describe ;-such an over. 
flo'wing peace-such ~n inward and unshaken relia~ce 
upon the friend of smners-such sweet COlmpUnIOn 
with Jesus-and such soul ravishing manifestations 
of his love, as exceeded .all my ideas of spiritual 
enjoyment ;-my room was an Eden, and my bed 
appeared to be the very vestibule of heaven !* I could 
have been willing to bear an age of suffering for 
such an heaven of enjoyment. Pain and weal~~es~ 
did not prevent my weeping for joy, and pralSIng 
Goa all the day long. Surely if all the devils in hell 
and all the men upon earth combined to persuade me 
this was only imagination, I should not believe them. 

At first, the affliction was a great trial to my faith 
and patience. I had but just entered upon my mis­
sion, and to be cut off in the onset, far from my na­
ti ve land-among comparati ve strangers; separated 
from my brethren in the ministry, in the midst of a 
wildemess. Ah, few can tell the trials of such a si­
tuation! Nevertheless I had abundant reason to be 
thankful: I found a home and hiding- place in God. 
Brethren of the tenderest hearts, even among stran­
gers, and the comforts of the Holy Spirit, were sweet 

.. The author is well aware that language like the above may savour of en­
thusiasm to a certain class of reader:., but he is not, on this account, willing to 
relinquish the divine, the sweet infelt part of evangelical piety to the cold­
hearted moralist, the stiff pharisee, or the s~eptical and cautious deist. Are we 
to lay the noblest emotions of religion, the purest giftf:. of the cross, and the 
most lovely and soul ravishing fruits of the Spirit at the feet of Zeno or Epictetus? 
Shall we measure our religion by a standard horrowed from the cold llninflamed 
philosophers of ancient days, or the fastidious nominal christian of the pre.ent I 
By these 

Each pure seraphic hliss that warms the saint, 
Bliss which no human eloquence can paint, 
The peace that forms an Eden in the soul, 
The joys that sweetly rise and gently roll, 
The sacred commerce of a soul above, 
The ardent flame of pure extatic love, 
Are deemen a sprightly fancy, or at hest, 
The soft emotions of an amorous breast. 
These sacred streams above their level rise· 
This standard's too exalted for their size. ' 
They spurn the Christian's .weet experieDce, 
:i¢calUe above the iumillit of their lenSe, 
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e. 

God in Pity to my Situation, made this sick Bed a gTeat Ble~sing. 

cordials to my soul. Ah, Xavier! suffering, labour­
ing, and patient Xavier, I could not symbolize with 
tlIee in my affliction, and say, "Forsaken of all men j 

"dyiug in a cottage." I llad not thy strength of 
mind; thv vigour of grace; thy holy mortified, sub­
dued, and elevated spirit; hence, my merciful Fa­
ther gave the helpless infant nourishing milk; for 
thoug'h this affliction wa~ as the gate of heaven to my 
soul, yet I cannot ascribe these luminous manifesta­
tions to remarkable antecedent faithfulness, nor yet 
to an uncommonly deep experience in divine things. 
I was but a young pilgrim, and as it respected minis­
terial growth, just in my infancy;-what then was 
it but the boundless goodness of that gracious Saviour 
who, "not according to my works of righteousness, 
" but according to the counsel of his own will," gra, 
tuitously bestowed these blessing upon a poor, weak­
and forlorn creature. Perhaps, in a secondary view, 
the follOWIng reasons might influence the divine com­
pasiion :-1 was just entering upon an important 
career of duty, and being stopp~d at the threshold, 
mi~ht have sunk into dejection, had not God won­
derfully and graciously supported me. In my first 
stages of piety I had tasted much of the sweetness of 
religion; but now the Lord gave me a deep and de­
lightful draught; to prepare me for the blessed work 
to which I have good reason to believe his providence 
had called me. 

The friends watched my bed with affectionate at­
tention, and marked every step of my disorder with 
peculiar anxiety: prayer was made for my recovery 
in every part of , he settlement; and the minds ofth~ 
people were remarkably affected, for they deemed my 
affliction a judgment upon them. for their unfaithful­
ness to God. 

I had now an opportunity of examining myself 
(<< a lick bed il a detecter of the heart") relative to DIY 

~ 
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Ha,l a deep Condetioll of the Divinity of Chri,t. 

views in undertaking the mission, and truly I found 
<rood reason to conclude, that my motives and inteu­
tions were not unworthy the sacred ministry. In the 
early part of my illness, I was uncertain w hat the Lord 
was about to do with me; but this text rested upon 
my mind with considerable weight-" I shall not die,. 
but live, and declare the work ofthe Lord," and opcn­
ed some prospect of a recovery. I was greatly led to 
meditate upon the blessed truths of the g'ospel; each 
of which shone with a new evidence to my soul, and 
brought some divine consolation with it. Never did 
the ministry of reconciliation appear either so desi­
rable or important as on this oecason; and if a wish 
for recovery stole across my mind, it was while re­
flecting upon the precious love of Christ to sinners. 

Happy, if with my latest breath 
I may but gasp his name; 
Preach him to all, and cry in death, 
Behold, behold the Lamb. 

Nothing gave me greater consolation than the su­
preme and eternal divinity of the ineffable Redeemer. 
-I would have staked my eternal all upon this truth; 
if St. Athanasius, in addition to the testimony of 
Holy Scripture, had such an internal evidence, I do 
not wonder at the bold, decided. and persevering 
stand he made against Arianism; nor Jet that he 
~hould call this direful error the sin against the Holy 
Ghost. The divinity of Christ appeared to me the 
key stone of the Christian arch; the centre of union, 
and palladium, of the whole system ; for if we rob 
Christ of his glory by tearing this noble tenet from 
the creed; what is there in religion but a farra<ro of 
idolatory, or a system of deism. b . 

During my illness, some of my friends from differ­
ent parts of the mission coming to visit me, I desired 
to be propped up in bed, that 1 might once more have 
the pleasure of preaching a crucified Saviour. It 
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Was restored to Health,-Resumcd my Labour. 

was a most solemn and affecting hour: sighs and 
tears-weeping and lamentations pervaded the little 
audience; and truly it was a. "time of refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord." 

At length the Almigl1ty was pleased to give a fa­
vourable tUI'l1 to my disorder. He raised me from 
the bed of languishing; 'be snatched me from the 
grave; he redeemed my life from destruction; and 
has already added to it fifteen years: unerring wis­
dom knew what was best: I had more work to do; 
more afflictions to suffer; and more experience to 
gain: the set time was not come: may the Redeem­
er grant, that when the moment arrives, the best 
wine may be reserved to the last. 

Till glad I lay my body down, thy servant Lord attend; 
And 0 my life of mercy crown with a triumphant end. 

As my strength recruited, I longed to resume the 
blessed work of my mission. 0 that my heart might 
always be as deeply and earneitly involved in the 
things of God as it was at this time. The first ser­
mon I preached after my recovery was with the "Holy 
Ghost, iient down from above:" the hardest Ilear(s 
were smitten as when a rock is broken to piece£ by 
the strokes of a mighty hammer. 

In the month of March, I visited Ramshag, a ~et­
Hement on the gulf of St. Lawrence, chiefly composed 
of French people, and emigrants from the United 
States of America: to this settlement I passed 
througll fifty or sixty miles of wood, by a road chiefly 
composed of blazed trees;* but as I had a good guide 
we did not miss our way. In our journey, we came 
to a little birch-bark covered log hut, in the midst 
of the wilderness; which to all appearance, seemed 

., Blazed trees are notches cut with an axe in the eirection you have to pass: 
The first persons who travelled the wilderness taking- a compass, and steering 
by that, blazed the trees as they went along. If I m;stake not, Mr. Wesley 
travelled by the dint of a blaze in his journey froro Savannah to Charlestown. 

:£2 
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'-isited Ramshag.-Ente,·tainment of a Log Cottage in tlle Woods. 

=== 

more like poverty hall than the habihtion Of plenty. 
l'Ve stopped to get some refreshment, alhj the worth j 
mistress ofthe mansion prepared the materials fill' her 
tea table; which to my uti;", astonishment, was co­
vered with the productions of the sk_y, the ocean, and 
the land.-I will give mv readers a bill offare pro­
"ided as the appendages of tea, in this log-built cottage; 
and from henee the), may learn how many of the colo­
llis~~ bve in this" boundless contiguity of shade :"­
First, two black ducks-second, a cold ham-third, 
six salted herrillg~-fourth, a plate full of boiled 
eggs; which together with a large dish of vegetables, 
with bread and butter, constituted the substantial part 
of our tea refreshment. The reader will be read, to 
ask from whence this profusion in the midst of the 
wilderness? It was chiefl), the produce oHheir own 
little farm or plantation. Their pigs running at large 
in the woods supplied them with hams. Wild ducki 
are found in the greatest plenty over the whole pro­
vince-the lakes, rivers, and sea coasts, are full of 
them. Their barn door fowls supplied them with 
eggs. And their herrings were taken from a river 
that runs through the woods near the house. 

On my arrival at the settlements) on the gulf of St. 
Lawrence) the whole scene exhibited a prospect at 
once dreary, wild, and revolting enough to the feel. 
ings. The travelling' was all upon the ice; the com­
munication from settlement to settlement was chiefly 
across bays, rivers, and portions of the. g'ult: all 
bridged with a solid pavement of ice. The gulf it­
self was terrible as far as the eve could command, and 
immense masses lifted up l~ke hills, and in 'som e 
places like a solid wall, rOS9 in all directions; and 
appeared as though the ice had been formed during 
the action. of a storm. On the land) the dark green 
woods (Pln~, spruce and fir trees) rising from a bed 
flf snow whIter than the purest silver, formed a sin,l.l. 
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Visited the Gulf of St. Linvrence.-The wildness of the Scenery. 

lar and rather pleasing contrast to the wildness of 
the icy landscape, which is most exactly mark(ild in 
the following picture by Phillips. 

The hoary winter here conceals from sight 
All pleasing objects, which to verse invite: 
The hills and dales, and the delie;htful woods; 
The !low'ry plains and silver-streaming floods, 
By snow disguis'd in bright confusion lie, 
And with a daz'ling waste fatigue the eye_ 
O'er many a shining league the level main 
Here spreads itsf'lf into a glassy plain: 
There solid billows of enormous size 
AI ps of green ice in wild disorder rise. 

But to compensate the dreariness of the scene, I 
found a people hungering and thirsting for the bread 
and water oflife; without temple; without ministry; 
and without ordinances. How mysterious the con­
duct of Divine Providence: thousands living in a. 
land of spiritual plenty, loa.th the food God has pro­
vided for them; others with eager appetites, are de­
prived of the regular means, and only indulged with 
a fragment now and then. 

But God is infinitely wise: 
'Tis we who cannot read the skie~. 

Notwithstanding the seeming difficulty of travel­
ling, the people came in great numbers from differ­
ent settlements, to hear the word: the Lord blessed 
my unworthy labours: we ha.d refreshing times. 
Such was the loving simplicity of the people, that 
they almost devoured what was delivered, for the 
presence and blessing of God were sensibly felt in our 
meetings. 0 hGW sweet it was to meet with these 
children of nature's solitudes. I did not envy the 
man lolling over a velvet cushion, preaching to a 
splendid andience, in a lofty, spacious and elegant 
chapel. It is true the smoke of the log houses* some-

.. Log Houses.-As these are the fi .. t productions of architecture in a wilder­
ness country, and as, perhaps, two-third. of the settlers in Nova Scotia reside 
in them, take tbe folluwing deScription of these sylvan mansions, They an. 
made of the SQlid trUllb of tree., twenty, thirty, Of mor~ feet lon" lind frQ. 
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The Tt::'fm.1\.Ii.5sionary h;!c:':~j'?\cd 011 it means Nothing. 

times annoyed me while preaching; but I was more 
comfortable a thousand times than Ham Egade and 
his companions, in Greenland; or than Jans Haven, 
::md his laborious and patiently persevering colleagues, 
in I"uOrador. Indeed, when I reflect upon these holy 
labouriw" sufl'erinO' servants of God, I blush to be 
'Ir;'j(ing ~'t'hing call~d the " Narrative of a Mission;" 
in 'which I !lever by ten nights upon the bare ground, 
for tbe space of eig'ht years. I am afraid the ter~n 
:;"dissional'Y has lost all its dignity, by the manner In 

which it has been hackncyed ill our connexion. We 
,alk of home Mis5ionarles. \Ye speak with great 
Jignity and gravity of having' been on a mission to 
Guernsey or Jersey: nay, indeed, we call ourselves 
all IVLssiollaries; and it is probably from this misap­
plication of langllage that I have arrogantly called 
myself by this venerable name. 0 my Lord, may 
I [Jot be found in the day of judgment to have 
(in this particular) spoken idle words. Had I fol­
lowed the wandering tribes of Indians through the 
interior wildernesses of North America: had I united 
myself to tbe herds of Kalmucks, that traverse the 
nst steppe ofTal'tarY; or visited the interior of Africa, 
not to discover tlle;ource of the Niger or the Nile, 
but to follow with the calls of salvation the Negro, 

twelve 10 fourteen inches in diamf'ter; they <11'(' cut tl<Hvn, and then roughly 
5qllared, (for a Nova Scotian, like a Spartan, uses only the nXf>, adze, and saw 
10 build his hot1lie), after ·wili('h they are rlo\lc-tail.~d at the f'JHI~, anll laid one 
llp~n another tn a proper hci.'-du; then the )"o:lf i:; laid on, <lIlU covered with 
eJ~ner shi:1~I(,s, hir"'l-h~rk, OJ" hoaf/h; a rIo,,;-, which somf'tiules M'fves for a 
·wllldow tuo, i~ made by sawi'IJ.'; away a portion of the tnmkioi which fonn the 
Ill:U\ of the house; the c1limney, g(:,IH>raily ~ilH:lL('d at one end, is constructed 
ot (lay and r(Ju~h stones, <:ollletilJll':~ indcf'd this is made of )o~s; the spaces 
h~t\\'een the frunks of tIlt" t r('c., arc tiBerl sometimes with moss, and sometimes 
"ltl~ clay, hut i~l so misf'mblc a manlier thnt the- i' ind comes in from every di~ 
rpctIOII; heIlce, In the winter (hey arc t~xcf':;..;ivdy cold, even though they may 
have nearly ~1alf a lo.c1.u of wood upon the fire at once, and the snow will fre. 
qucntJ.v heat III ~hrough the chinks; I have had it upon my bed and by my bed­
i'ule III a morOing ill considerable qllantities. Two or thr€'~ men will build 8. 

]o~ bOll')e iO_. a r("\-~ da)s, aj they have frequently no partition. The family eat, 
~llllk, and :;leep In the same room, which contains, perhaps, two or three beds, 
:;eparated by a sheet or co\"erlid i in these huts 1 ba ve often ~lcpt, studied,. 
AnJ preached. 
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,The awfllllll1d of a Drunkard at Hamshag. 

the Hottentot, or the Boscllemen! then truly I might 
(after spending ten, fifteen, or twenty ye~rs in ihis 
labour of love) have assumed the honomable title 
and the world would willingly admit my claim: did 
my health and strength permit; the I,ord ,;vlla sees 
my heart knows that it longs even in labours formi­
dable and forbidding as th('~e to devote Itself to him, 
but my time is past, and aner having brolten my COI1-

Ittitution in serving, as an humble subaltern, this hest 
of all causes, I can now do little more than feel an 
ardent desire to recommend it to others; but to re­
turn, as the people came many miles over the ice I 
had to preach two sermons, having only an interva.l 
long enough to speak individually to those who were 
serious, or had received good impressions, for in 
these wilds (where you might have cast your eyes in 
all directions miles to have seen half a dozen houses ) 
there is no such thing as preaching at night. 

ThissettIement had been remarkably dissipated 
and ungodly, till the following aJarming providence 
struck terror to the hearts of some of the most vicious: 
a number of them had one day met together to ca­
rouse 'and drink, but having sent one of the party to 
fetch a jug of rum, the unhappy man suddenly fell 
down dead, which damped the mirth of his compa­
nions; and issued, (by means of the Missiollaries) in 
the reformation of the settlement. I had, during my 
!tay, two or three hair-breadth escapes, but the Lord 
mercifully interposed his arm and saved me from im­
min'ent danger. One day I was riding in a little sled 
upon Ramshag river with a friend wlro was returning 
with me from preaching, my horse became all at 
once unruly, and kicked and pranced, and at length 
became so ungovernable that I c.ould no longer hold 
the reins, '( he having got the hit between' his teeth) 
upon which he set off like a fury to a part ofthe rive!' 
which tha rapidity of thfi current had prevented from 
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A remarkable Deliverance from imminent Death. 

freezing; inevitable death stared us in the face, but 
just as the mad animal had galloped to the brink of 
the rapicZ he turned short about and scoured away 
to the opposite side of the river, where, the bank 
rising perpendicular, I had the good hap, by the 
assistance of my friend, to stop him, and thus were 
we resclled from a watery grave. Another escape 
was as follows: twenty or thirty people in six or 
~even sleds had agreed to accompany me to 'fatma­
gush, (a settlement of Canadian French), where I 
had made an appointment to preach: we had to cross 
a wide bay, branching from the gulf, on which, 
when we had tra\'elled a few miles, the horse that 
preceded my sled became unruly and rampant,he 
began to kick and rear upward, upon which the 
horse that drew the sled wherein I rode, took fright, 
and galloped off full speed; to escape being dashed 
to pieces I threw myself headlong upon the ice, and 
looking round saw to my utter astonishment that all 
the other horses were galloping on in the same man­
ner; some in one direction and some in another, but 
all under the influence of terror: as some of the sleds 
contained whole families, tbe death of several per­
sons appeared inevitable; nothing could equal the 
blind fury of the animals, who, as ifpossesed of a 
thousand devils, continued to race round the bay; 
springing now and then over each others sleds; while 
most of the people who had, like myself, thrown 
themselves headlong from their vehicles, were sitting 
upon the ice weeping or standing petrified with hor­
ror ~or the fate of their companions. However, the 
prOVidential hand of God was most visibly displayed, 
f?r though severa~ s}eds were broken to pieces, not a 
emgle ~erson was InJured beyond a scratch or bruise; 
thus might we sing of both H mercy and judgment." 
~fter the furious animals had galloped from the bay 
Into the woods (for we Wire not more than a mile 
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Even in these Wilds a few are united together in Society. 

from the shore; the depth of the snow and the close­
ness of the underwood, stopped their mad career; and 
with some toil and patience we got them altogether 
again; and as none of the company seemed willing to 
trust themselves with their still foaming, trembling 
and bewildered horses, we pursued our journey on 
foot, and with some difficulty reached the settlement, 
where the congregation had already assembled. The 
divine influence was most powerfully present, and a 
goreat and gracious quickening rested upon the people. 
We had many precious seasons on the dreary shores 
of the frozen gulf; and some were powerfully 
awakened to a just sense of their fallen state, and the 
need of a saviour as the only remedy. 

CHAPTER FOURTH. 

'THOUGH these settlements lie out of the way oftbe 
regular missions, there are nevertheless between forty 
and fifty persons who regularly meet together, and 
the Lord hath strangely preserved them by his power 
and grace. From the eag'erness with which they came 
to hear the word; the difficulties they surmounted; 
and the tenderness of mind visible among them; I 
judged, that if Missionaries were stationed here, or 
could more frequently visit this part of the gulf, the 
whole settlement would become Christians and mem­
bers of society. It was not uncommon for persons 
to come ten, twenty, and even thirty miles to hear 
pl·eaching. An hour or two before the sermon, no­
thing could be seen, on one hand, bnt a landscape of 
ice, frozen rivers, bays, creeks, and the dreary gulf 
!tretching its rifted masses of ice and solid pavement 
to a great extent from the shore: on the land side, 
dark and impenetrable woods skirted the icy bays and 

F 
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How the Indians hill Geese.-Anecdote of an Indian. 

======================0======= 
waved their evergreen tops in defiance of the deep 
snow that covered their base. But as the appointed 
hour drew near, the people were seen coming in 
groups, from all q uariers: som~ in .sleds, sO.me sl,ate­
ing, some on foot, and others III lIttle canoles; (a 
few boards nailed togcther and fastened to a horse) 
all hastening to the house appointed for preaching, 
which was situated upon the shores ofa frozen bay. 

While in this settlement, I had an opportunity of 
observing- the curious manner the Indians killed ,"vild 
geese. -They go out a great distance from the land, 
and make themselves little huts with blocks of ice. 
having constructed these, they shape the snow dl 
round them to a resemblance of flocks of geese: this 
done, they wait in their ice houses until a flock ap­
peafii in sight; upon which they make a noise, as 
much resembling that bird as possible: the rerial 
travellers hearing the noise, look down from their 
lofty flight and seeing the shapes of geese npon the 
ice, descend till they ar ri ve near the spot: then the 
wily Indians rush from their ambush, and let fly a 
5hower of shot among the deluded flock; and often 
l!ucceed in destroying great numbers. 

An Indian, who had attended my preaching an the 
time I stayed in the settlement, observed me one day 
much affected, while enforcing' upon the people the 
necessit'y of an immediate closing in with Christ 
and religion, came in after the service, and ad­
dressed me in the following manner :-" TVhy you 
cry, me never cry, no man make me cry, no man 
make me frightened" I strove to convince the 
p.oor untutored fellow that we ought to weep for our 
SInS, and had the satisfaction of seeing him consider­
ably affected; while the big unbidden tears freely 
rolled down his tawny cheeks. Hearing that he had 
a family, I enquired in what manner he brou",ht them 
upJ upon which he replied-H POO-)' Indi;n much 
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Had to cross Ramshag Bay in a hpavy Snow Storm. 

wicked negieet theirpapouse;* say to Tomflog you 
$uch time, take him, never fail, no passiun, nu an­
gel'; say Tom you much 1ticked, you much diso­
bedient, you Tun aWll,Y, me fl" g ,you for flat, me no 
passion, no Clngr,Y, you bad chap, me said flog yon 
<;neh time, nmo not tell lie, so me flog Tom, he bet­
ter bo,Y, dat 111.1J wa,1J; bltt mall,Y Indians Jlog chil­
dren in great passion dis make dnn no better, dis 
no good, no good," Thus a pOOl' native of the wil­
derness knew, that to correct children while the pa­
rent is in a passion, is both impl'oper, and Stl bversive 
<If the end intended. 

I had one day made an engagement to preach at !I. 

house, about nine miles across a bay; but the ap­
pointed day brought with it such a snow storm as I 
IlardI y ever beheld, and how to face it I knew not: 
however, my friend, who undertook to pilot me to 
the place, was willing to brave its fury; so we 
mounted our horses, and attempted to cross the bay, 
but such was the violence ofthe storm, that we could 
neither see, nor sit upon the saddle; so we had to 
take to the woods, and skirt the bay as well as we 
could, till coming to a narrow part, we made another 
effort, and with great difficulty succeeded in getting 
to the place. Not an individuaLhad come to the 
house: I imagined we should not have any con­
gregation; but I asked the man of the house, "did 
JOu expect me ?" expect you said the man: yes, cer­
tainl~-« a Methodist preacher will go through fire 
and water to be at his appointment." I mention this 
anecdote, to show in what lig'ht the peop Ie view the 
hardihood, punctuality and perseverance of Method­
ist Missionaries; and truly those faithful men Mr. 
William Black, John and James Man, bad taught 
them, that' there are no hardships; but a zealous 
Missionary, fired with thp. love of God and souls. 

'" The Micmaclndiaue caU a child papou.e, II wife S'lUilW. and a hnsband sanop. 
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Island of St. John much infested \Tilh Mice. 

will encounter. What has not ardent, patient and per­
severing zeal affected? O:le frozen sl?ores of Green­
land! and ye dreary woods of Esqulmau;,:! Je can 
witness with what patience and fortiludc the Moray. 
ian Missionaries, cut off from all the world, haye 

Planted the tree of life in fields of ice, 
And made it flouri,h in eternal snow! 

Within sight of Ramshag;, lies the beautiful ~md 
fertile island of St. J Ohi), now Prince Ed ward's 
Island, to which there has been a great emigration 
from England, attended with much Yc(ution.* It is 
:1 sin<rular circumstance, that every few years, the 
mice ~o completely overrun this island, th~t they cut 
off every thing in the shape of food that comes within 
their reach; and though the people surround the 
fields and proviiiion with trencbes filled with water, 
they pass these in such vast numbers, that they make 
a bridge of their d rowIIec! companions, and cross b'y 
myriads. Some have assigned, as a reason, for the 
encroachment of this mice army, that the beach nuts, 
of which the woods are full, having failed the pre­
ceding year, they sally forth upon the settlements in 
quest of provender. A similar reason frequently 
brings the bears out upon the settlements. I reco]Ject 
one autumn, while I was up the river St John, the 
bears were so numerous, and destroyed so many cat­
tle, that the people were obli;.!:cd to send their sheep, .. 

* I wou1d here suggest a caution or two to any who may desire to emigrate to 
our North American culonies. Never buy land before you leave England: 
sometimes those 1Vho sell it. are little bettf'T than mere swindler5. Here is the 
mystery :-A favorite of government gets a grant of five or ten thousand acres. 
Thiii land may be forty, fifty, or sixty miles in the interIOr, where there is no 
road, Dor river, nor communication with any other place, but throuO'h a waste 
howling wilderness.-This land is advertiser! in England, and sold i':, lots-,a; 
500 acres each. The simpletons wbo buy it, go out to tak.e possession of their 
Ut?pia, and 10, they .have to ~eek. it in the heart of a vast wilderness, disap­
pomted that the land m que,tIOn IS hardly wortb receiving as a gift. Some 
have returned home, and others have bOlll?ht upon the spot more eligible lots, 
nearer the mart. of trade; for of what use.ls land, to which the cutting a road 
would C?st ten limes. the valu~ of the lot; m a word, land in the woods is good 
for nothing, except In the nelghhourhood of a road, a river, a creek or the lea 
l>y which you can carry your produce to market. 'J 
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Bears numt"fOUS:- Anecdote of two. 

&c. upon the liHle islands in the lakes, and keep a 
constant watch to prevent these hungry animals cros­
sing to devour them.-The following odd circum­
itance, shows how very difficult it is to kill these ani­
mals, unless you shoot them through the lungs, head, 
or beart. A father and his son were watching some cat­
tle they had placed on an island in the lake, and soon 
saw a prodigiously large bear crossing the passage; 
having a canoe, and loaded muskets, they paddled 
after him, and lodged the contents of their muskets 
in his body, till, having shot away their little stock 
of ammunition, (their en em y still swimming for the 
island), they paddled up to him and beat him with 
the butt end of their muskets, when, in the struggle, 
he got his paws upon the gunwhale of the canoe, and 
overturned the vessel; our heroes had now to swim 
for it, and the poor shot-battered bear got upon the 
bottom of the canoe, and there he sat, until, having 
obtained more help, they dispatched him with their 
bullets. Another instance that came to my know­
ledge is the following: a bear that was mortallv 
wounded ran past a man who was felling timber, h~, 
seeing the animal bleeding, left his tree and aimed a 
stroke .at the bear, who, with a dexterity for which 
these animals are famous, snatched the axe from the 
man's hand, and strilong. with bis other paw, tore 
him down from his breast to his abdomen, by which 
the unfortunate man was killed; the bear died also 
by the wounds he had received. 

Early in the spring of 1802 I returned to my mis­
sion in Westmoreland, and shortly after set off to meet 
my brethren at Annapolis; at which place we had 
appointed to confer how we might best fulfil our 
missions, and promote the cause of God. Mission­
aries in Nova Scotia have always had a little annual 
conference upon a small scale, similar to that of their 
brethren at home, at which they settle their respec-
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tive stations, and form their by laws; indeed a dis­
cretionary power of this kind should always be at the 
option of foreign Missionaries, where several of ~hem 
are stationed in thc same country; for how can It be 
supposed that, any man, or any num~er of !llen" un­
acauainted With the country and tiIeu relatIve sltua­
tio~, can possibly know in what manner to regulate 
the several stations of a fOl'fign mission? 

Meeting with my brethren was truly refreshing to 
my soul. In a forei§;!l land the sight of an old friend 
and countryman affords an infelt pleasure, and is 
infinitely more grateful than a fine day in the midst 
of December. In Nova Scotia this pleasure is en­
hanced by the circumstance of our being separated 
from each other all the rest of the year by bays, 
ri vel'S, and large tracks of wildel'lless country; so 
that our annual meeting becomes a source of rational 
satisfaction, and renewed friendship, My brethren 
judged it best for me to labour for a short 1ime on 
the Halifax mission, hence I changed with Mr. 
Black, who supplied my place at Westmoreland; 
where, at the request of the people, I was appointed 
to labour again the succeeding'year, At Halifax I 
had large and attentive congregations, and my mind 
was both quickened and refreshed among the people. 
The society was in a lively flourishing state; some 
good was done, and many truly respectable people 
attended our chapel. During my stay in Halifax I 
had an opportunity of visiting; several deserters, 
under condemnation, for leaving their posts, and 6ring 
at the party sent to pursue them; when I 6rst entered 
the guard house prison, I observed one of them had 
a paper in his hand, which he was reading with "'reat 
earnestness; 1 requested to see it, and found it °con_ 
tained a prayer, in which, after deprecating the 
divine displeasure, were these remarkable words: 
tr Lord, give us penitential sorrow, tllat by the tears 
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H we shed we may make an atonement for the crime~ 
"we have committed;" it doctrine as contrary to the 
word of God as it is to the spirit and letter of the 
most excellent homilies, articles, and liturgy of our 
established church; that this had been composed for 
them by the chaplain of the garriS()ll I will not say, but 
I cOllcei ved it to be my duty to point out its dangerous 
tendency; and withal show them the ouly troe Iloa di­
vine way by which a guilty sinncr can possibly come 
to the Lord J e!'iUS Christ) so as to {)btain acceptance, 
justification, and pardon. After labouring with them 
some time by reading, instruction, and prayer; 
I had the satisfactio() of seeing a visible and g-rarious 
willingness, in two of them particularly, to come as 
guilty, miserable, out confessing sinners) to the only 
hope, the onl), advocate, the only Saviour of miser­
able mortals perishing in their sins: one of the three 
being humbled only in a small measure) and possess­
ing some information, and more strength of mind 
than the others, had some idea of dying as a philoso­
pher and hero. but when I informed him that unless 
he died as an humble penitent, he would sink to ever­
lasting ruin, he was willing to come down a little 
from the lofty station he had taken in his own vain 
mind. How difficult is it for sinners of a certain cast 
to come to Christ! they must share some portion of 
the glory of their own salvation; admit this) and 
they are willing enough that Christ should have all 
the rest ;-this natural pride of the human heart, 
combined with unbelief and presumption, its legiti­
mate offsprings, causes many either to overshoot or 
build below the rock of their ~alvation. Having sat 
up with them in, the prison all the night previous to 
their execution, I, attended t hem early next morning 
to the fatal spot; and as they died with a humble 
reliance upon the merc), of Christ, and some degree 
ef holy dilivel'auce from the fear of death" I had 
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<rood cause to believe, that two of them especially, b 
were pardoned and saved tlHough the blood of the 
Lamb. The same nig-ht I improved the circumstance 
of their death from the history of the peuitent thief 
on the cross. 

In the month of August, Mr. Black having rc­
turncd from Cumberland, I set off once more to my 
mission in those parts, and on my way preached at 
"Windsor and Patridge island, where I stopped to 
spend a few days with two amiable families, Squire 
Rachford's and Mr. Shannon's; I also spent a little 
time with Mr .. Shreeve, the church Missionary, 
who kindly rode ''lith me to the half-way river, 
where, at his request, I preached to a few persons 
at a school in the wooas.. During a cOllsiderable part 
ofthis winter my mind was much depressed. sometime~ 
occasioned by indisposition, (for my constitution had 
received a shock, as has been already mentioned, .lry 
I ying in a damp bed), but my greatest grief arose 
from a consciousness of unfaithfulness, and the waut 
of success in the prosecution of my mission. "'-ere 
this only a diary of my own experience, I might say 
many thing's respecting ihr workings and exercises of 
my own heart, its pride, its discontent, its murmur­
ings, its opposition to duty, its ] usting after ease. 
popularity, and learning; its being elated with praise. 
honour, and respect; as also its consequent repug­
nance to labours, reproach, and obscurit'y. O! how 
much grace it req uires to make a thorough Christian! 
how much more to make a faithful minister; but 
most of all to make a zealous, patient, laborious and 
prudent Missionary. I had all I wanted or could 
~easonablJ expect of earthl'y enjoyments; the people 
In the settlements were affectionatelv kind; myaccom­
~od~tions were in general good; v I had a horse to 
rIde III the summer season, and a sled during the win­
ter; had a few chaseD books; and was greatly 
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beloved by the people; but all these things availed 
little while religion did not flourish; the want of close 
communion with the Lord, joined with levity and un­
watchfulness often covered me with shame and blush. 
ing, while the badness of the roads, the severity of tile 
weather, and tbe wickedness of the settlements, all 
heig'htened and aggravated by an oft recurring 
gloomy train ofthoughts, caused me to move Iwarily 
along; and yet the Lord did 110t leave my huonrs 
without fruit, 1101' my mind without consolation. I 
preached hard and laboured constantly; but many 
thought I was too legal, and certainly they had 
cause to think so, jf the following doctrines indus­
triously propagated in the settlements by some new­
light preachers were genuine: I st. «That a believer, 
though he sin never so much, is still pure ;-God sees 
no sin in Isreal." 2d.« That the hody of a believer 
only sins, and not the soul; as a nut thrown into the 
mud is only soiled in the shell, and not the kernel." 
3d. « That the body of a believer may get intoxicated 
and commit whoredom, but not the soul; that 
being spiritual is not affected by such fleshly lusts." 
4th. « That a sheep though he render himself filthy 
by going into the mud, and black, by rubbing against 
the stumps of burned trees, is a sheep still, as no­
body ever heard of a sheep becoming a g·oat." 

In the fall I visited Pedicodiack river, many settle­
ments along the banks having no preachcrJ~nd but 
seldom any ordinances. My good friends Justice 
Dixon and Weldon accompallled me on this tOUI" ; 

our accommodations were poor in tIl(:) extreme, for 
at one place we were all three obliged to slf'ep ill one 
small bed, and, as the worthy magistrates were both 
portly men, I think it might safely be affirmed, that 
it never at one time contained so much Jaw and gos­
pel before; at other times we had no bed at all, and 
lay all night on the floor; but we had refreshing 

(l, 
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Variou!; Phenomena in the Pedicodiack River. 

seasons in the woods among the people, and I trust-' 
several were both quickened and awakened. 

Pedicodiack is one of the most dangerous and foro. 
midable rivers in Nova Scotia; it is nearly a miie 
wide, and \'Iithall so rapid and furious thai it occa­
sions the destruction of many boats and lives cy('ry 
·year, situated at the bead of the bay of Fundy. The 
tide's indraught is prodigiously strong, and as it rises 
nearly forty feet, it causes many curious phenomena; 
two of these are called by the people the bom· and 
the quicksand; the former is occasioned by ti;c rapid 
influx of the tide, which raises the water like a wall, 
and has often swallowed up both man and boat; the 
second, for which it is more difficult to account, is 
attributed by the people to quicksands moving at 
the bottom of the river, in an undulatory manner: in 
the last of these I was myself involved. and though 
the agitation of my mind prevented my calml'y and 
minutely observing the phenomena, yet I think the 
opinion of the people is very probable. \Ve were 
sailing down with the tide in a large boat; the day 
was fine, and the river smooth as glass, when ail at 
once a mig-My ebullition surrounded the bo::.t, tha 
waves rose in quick and vialent succession, and, ac­
cording to the best of my recollection, with a Sillg H­
lar noise; I expected every moment H1e boat would 
be swallowed up, although the men seemed to think 
there was no danger; it quickly subsided, but had 
agitated the water to a considerable extent. 

On the banks of this river manv families of the old 
Acadian French reside, but so i~mersed in the su­
perstition of priestcraft, that they are almost inac­
~essible t? the light of scriptural truth; they are 
mdolent In the extreme, seldom cultivating more 
land. than. is ~ufficient to ,supply their present wants. 
TheIr habitatlOns are despIcable huts, consisting of one 
large room, where they sleep, cook, eat, and perform 
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their devotions. Their language is a dialect of the 
Canadian French; and their ;<;rneral manners about 
half-way-house between the Indians and the white 
people. "Hereabout, the country is much cut 
up, and intersected with rivers, bays, and creeks, 
§o that travelling is always difficult, and sometimes 
dangerrJUs; hence, a Mission~ry who labours faith­
fully in this vineyard had need to possess both 
~trength of body, fortitude and courage of mind; 
he must not think to lay his head in the flowery lap 
of ease; the refinement of study arc.out of the ques­
tion; a fear of the water would be a painful impedi­
ment to his usefulness; and a sedentary disposition 
would disqualify him altogether for being useful on 
a mission, where long rides, wild woods. and rapid 
rivers require activity and expose to hardship. God 
and a, solitary individual or two are perhaps the only 
witnesses of his toils and difficu lties; he cannot, in 
the fastidiousness of self indulgence, lean over a 
velvet cushioned pulpit and tell a sympathizing au­
dience of his toils and trials, and then hasten back to 
his snug parlour and quiet study. Alas! the good 
man must often ride twelve miles through a snow 
storm to preach in a log hut, and cross a dangerous 
and rapid river in a small canoe to speak to half a 
dozen settlers on the opposite shore. 

After a most affectionate and painful parting with 
the dear people of this mission, in the spring of 1802, 
I set off for Annapolis; at Cornwallis I called on 
the Rev. Mr. T. one of the Missionaries of the society 
"for the propagation of Christian knowledge."-He 
had been brought to the saving knowledge of the gos­
pel in its purest form, by means of Mr. Black and the 
other Missionaries, and now zealously f!nforced tbe 
doctrine of salvation by faith. He requested me to 
preach in his parish, and brought his whole family 
to the me~ting: while I continued at hi~ house, he 

62 
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related several anecdotes of the opposition and perse­
cutioll he met with from his brcthrf'l1. He had USNl 

Dr. "ratts's psalms and hymns in his church, to the 
OTeat mortification of some of his rigid hearers, who 
~vrote to the bibhop of Nova Scotia, to prevent sllch 
dang'erolls and methodi3tical innovations. The bishop 
11ighly disapproved of the practice; so that Mr. T. 
jiudinO' he \\ as likel v to get into trouble, wrote home 
to 1h~ society, wh"o, with a liberality worthy so 
-venerable a bod v, 8('nt him a box of the psal ms 
and hymns in qu~stion; at the same time testifying 
their approbation of his cond uef, to the no small 
disappointment of his enemies. 

The brethren met at Annapolis; and after delibe­
ration, it was judged expedient, that five of the 
voung Missionaries should go to New York, and be 
inore fully set apart for the work of the mission. So 
we sailed from Digby, in the month of May, and 
after a rough, but speed'y passage of six days, arrived 
in that city. Here I had an opportunity of contem­
plating the \'ast extent of the work of God, in the 
western world, and particularly that branch of it, 
which sprung from the labours, wisdom, and zeal 
of the Rev. John lVesley. To use the words of 
the venerable psalmist, we may exclaim-c< VI- hat 
hath God wrougllt." In about forty )Cars, there 
have been 1800 preachers admitted into the travelling 
connexion in America: j 10 ha\'e died in the glorious 
work, not counting their lives dear, so that they 
migllt finish their cOllrse with joy, between six and 
seven hundred faithful ministers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, are spread from the northern extremities of 
the province of Main to St. Mary's and the Altama­
haw river; in the southern extremities of Georgia; 
and from the sea board in the atlantic states to Eri­
Detroit, M uskingam, Wabash and Missoury; in the 
west and south.westward to the Missisippa, Natches, 
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Upper and Lower Louisiana, to New Orleans and 
the Tombigbe settlements. In a word, the influence 
of Methodism in the United States, has generally 
been, especially to the south and south-west, coeval 
as well as coextensive with the settlements. At dif. 
ferent times, a number of enterprising persons have 
emigrated into the interior, and forming settlements 
three or four hundred miles from any long established 
place, have been, for a season, deprived of the means 
of grace: such insulated settlements affording no field 
for a resident minister, have, occasionally, been vi­
sited by those itinerants, who were the most contigu­
ous, until at length a cluster of such settlemel1ts has 
formed a circuit, and by their extent and conse­
quence, have required the labours of several preach­
ers. In this manner, the state of Ohio, Kentucky, 
the Tennessee country, the Western territory, and se. 
veral other places, have grown up under the influence 
of Methodism, to their present dignity, extent and 
power; indeed there is hardly a settlement of any 
consequence to the west and south, but has bee a 
visited by active and faithful labourers from the 
different conferences, who have left behind them 
traces of saving light and real usefulness. The 
a rose of Sharon" planted by their hands has flou­
rished in the midst of these woodlands, and thousands 
have taken their flight from the banks of the Ohio, 
the Alleganny, and the Sciota to the mansions of 
bliss! Methodism has been a peculiar blessing to 
this new world, where, having no religious estab­
lishment, many of the people would be left to eon­
tingent religious instruction, had not the Methodi"t 
preachers, with an alacrity and zeal not unworthy 
the apostolic age, spread themselves abroad in every 
direction, and become every man's servant for Christ's 
aake, and every settlement's apostle in the blessed 
gospel. The venerable bishops Asbury (and Wat-
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toat, who was n;e'l alive) treated us with affectionate 
simplicity, and with much solemnit,y and p~ayel', 
more fully ordained llS for the work ot the nllmstry ; 
my mind was deeply impressed during this sacred 
se~'vice, and I fclt a strong and li\'ely determination 
to g·jve myself more fully to the work of the Lord. 
in rahourrn'" for the salv"ation of souls. 

In New York I saw several Missionaries from Up­
per and Lower Canada, and also from the vicinity 
of the Lakes; whose manifold hardships caused me 
to blush at my O,HI weakness and want of courage; 
find hence I learned that with all the difficulties I 
had endured from cold, hunger. fatigue, and storm, 
a Nova Scotia mission is not one of the hardest in the 
world, though abounding' in difficulties. Good John 
Bunyan's Pilgrim, when passing through the valley 
of jhe shadow of death, did not know there was 
another in similar circumstanLes, until he heard the 
voice of F:lil];fut and then he took courag'e; so in 
my own trials, when trudging through the deep 
snow with my saddle bags upon my back, riding 
across broken bridges, traversing the solitary wilder­
ness, preaching in a smoaky log hut to a dozen people, 
or groping my way hy night in the dark and swampy 
woods, I had sometimes been ready to conclude that 
of all others, mine were the greatest hardships: thu~ 
a young and raw recruit will swell into formidable 
dangers, what a hardy veteran would treat as trifles 
hardly worth·,' of apprehension; for now I learned 
that I had only been upon the borders of the desert. 
while others* had actually crossed the dismal and 

* The ,dan:2;ers and hardships of many of the preachers in the new \vorId, thill 
la~d o~ r!vt'r~, forests, swampi anrl Jakes, are not to be parraUelled by any 
thIn~ sllUilar Ill, an old country. Not un frequently has a preacher to 5leep in the 
woods. Sontetlmes a circuit is from ODe to t.wo hundred miles in extent, throu<Th 
bad roads and a wilderness country. The living will do very well for stI'O~g; 
hearty ploughmen and wood cutters; but fat bacon, fiery wisky and bohea tea, 
"rc not very grateful to a teo\ler coostitution or a sickly appetite. Sometime. ~ 
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dreary waste. The worthy bishops themselves take 
their full share of all the toils and labour attending 
an extensive circulation of divine truth in this vast 
world of woods-this boundless contig'llity of sh3.dc. 
Bishop Asbury, in a pastoral sermon I heard him 
preach, showing that they were "not a wit behind 
any of their brethren," the preachers, in lahours, 
travels, and exposures, illustrated his position by the 
fJllowing simple but appl'ol]riate anecdote, which 

preacher 'win have to ride from five to thirteen hundred miles to n conf~rcnce .. 
At the general conference I attended in New -York, tlier(' ""ere some preiH:h­

ers from Charlestown, sao miles distant; from Kentucky 800, fro111 Ohio 700; 
from Tennesse 1,300; from the Western Territory 1 ,200; L\))ll the :rvIis~oury and 
l ... ouisiana 1,400. There is likewise, another -very severe t.ard3~ip they have t9 
encounter: if a preacher be a married man, there are no accOlTHnodations for his 
family; no preacher~s houc;:es: he has fn·ql1~ntly to ride from one end of' his cir­
euit to another, to get a single room for his whole family; and tlii~ too, pro­
bably, in a miserable log-homic; perhaps the goorl man is not morcthan one day 
at home in forty; and 'yet there are some excdlcnt preachers; some men who 
possess strong minds, cOD3iderable information, and powerful eloquence. An 
.English traveller thus describes a forest solemnity of preachill,:: and religious ex­
crcises.-" It was ODe Sunuay, as I travelled through t(le count,,' of Orange, that 
my eye was caught by a cluster of horses, tied near a ruinous old 'l'rooden !lollse 
in the forest, not far frum the road bide: having frequently seell such objects 
before in travellin~ through these states, I had no difficulty in u:~cierstal1ding that 
this was a place of religiou-;-worship-/Ievntion ~.lone would have stopped me to 
join in the uuties of the cOflgregatiun; but] mu:,t confess, th~·d. a curio&ity to 
hear the preacher of such a wilderness, was not the least of my mo(ives: Oil en­
tering, I was struck with his preternatural appe3.rancp. ;-he \'\<\.5 a tall and vcr)' 
IIpareold man; his head, which was covered with a white lineD cap, his shri­
velled hands and his voice were an s:laking under the influence of a palsy, and 
n few momenfs ascertained to me that he \\:1:: perfectly blind. The fir~t emo­
tions that touched my breast, were those of mingled pity and veneration; but 
ah! how soon were all my feelings clJar;~("J-his subject \vas the passion of' our 
Saviour; and little did 1 suppose, th.1t, ill the wild ,",'oods of America., I was 
to meet with a man, whose eJoqueuce would give to this topic, a new and more 
sublime pathos, than I had. ever before" itnessed. He ure,," a pictl1re of the suf­
ferings our Saviour; his trial befure Pila(e; his ascent up Calvary; his cfl:lci­
fixion and death. I knew the l'liIole hbto .. y, but never til! tlien had I bearll 
circumstances so selected, so arranged, so coloured; it was all new, and 1. 
~f'emed to have heard it for the first time" in my life. His enunciation was so dc~ 
liberate, that bis voice trembled on every syllable, and every heart in the as­
sembly trembled in unison: his peculiar phrase had that force of description, 
that the original'scene appeared to be at that moment acting before our eyes i 
but when he came to touch on the patience, the forgiving meckr:e,'5s of our Sa­
viour; when he drew to the Hfe, II is blessed eyes streaming in tears to heav~IJ; 
hil~ voice breathing to God a soft and gentle prayer for pardon c,n his em.~mica, 
, father forgive them, for they know not ".hat they do.' The effect was incon­
ceivable; the whole house resounded with the mingled g;nnlls and sobs, and 
.hrielr., of the congregation," 
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had a wonderful effect on the whole conference: 
H during the revolutionary war, a fort was besieged 
by a part of the British army, and the little garrison 
was reduced to the greatest possible distress, fatigue, 
labour, and privation, next to famine, excited 
a spirit of murmuring and discontent among' the pri­
vate men; the commander remonstrated, and after 
pointing out his more than equal hardship., held up 
his pint of rice, (which was all their daily allowance) 
observing that if any of the men were dissatisfied, 
they might share his portion among them, as he 
had no more than the meanest pri rate ill the g'arri­
son. The men were satisfied; their murmuring 
subsided." And now said the good bishop,-if auy 
of the brethren are dissatisfied with your pint of rice, 
you are welcome to take my pint, and divide it among 
you. 

CHAPTER FIFTH. 

After the accomplishment of our object, in New 
York, brother Bennett and myself re-embarked for 
the cold and I'ugged shores of Nova Scotia, empha­
tically so, when compared with the beautiful and 
well cultivated vicinity of New York. After a de­
lightful passage of five days, we arrived at Digby, 
in the bay of Fundy; and as it was sabbath, and 
we could not reach Annapolis, we went ashore, 
hoping for some opening to preach the gospel; but 
alas! Jesus Christ did not appeal' to have one foot of 
ground in all Digby; (the Nazareth of Nova Scotia) 
so after a solitary walk on the sea shore, we hailed 
the boat, and returned on board, to read our bibles 
and enjoy what conversation our circumstances af~ 
forded. Digby is given up to smuggling, and at 
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night, when the smugglers came Oll board, to carry 
their contraband goods ashore, we were greatly dis­
turbed with their profane and worldly conversation; 
they continued to grow wor'se, and at last we reproved 
them, but this broug'ht upon us a flood of reproach 
and invective: one of them, to show his importance, 
quoted a scrap of latin, but upon my calmly telling 
him we did not deal in scraps, his fury became ungo­
vernable; and I believe, had it not been for fear of 
the consequence, they would have murdered us both. 

The next day we procured a boat, to take us to 
Annapolis, where I was appointed to labour for three 
months.* The circuit is large and populous; and 
there are many truly pious people on both sides of the 
river. We have a chapel at Granville, ten mile!i 
from the town; likewise a small one on Wilmot 
mountain: this is a majestic eminence, that com· 
mands the whole bay of Fundy, and in fine clear wea­
ther, the opposite shores of New Brunswick 

I laboured on this mission, with great delight and 
satisfaction. The work prospered from Wilmot 
mountain to the Waldeck settlement. Our meetings 
,were crowded; many were greatly quickened: and 
!eldom did we assemble together without a refreshing 
5ense of the presence of the Lord. At Granville cha­
pel, and the 'Valdeck settlement, the vast numbers 
-who attended, necessitated me to preach and admini. 
ster the Lord's supper, in the woods: the stillness 
of this sylvan theatre; the lofty pine and birch treeil 

* This beauHful little town, fonnerly the capital of Acadia, was called by 
the French, Port Royal Its present name was given it in hononr of Queen 
Ann.; Annapolis, or the City of Ann; from the GrC'C"'k word polis, a city. It 
is situated on the river, and near the bason of the same name, perhaps one of 
the finegt in the world. The climate of the country of Annapolis is the milde.t 
and mrst sheltered part of the province, and may be called the Eden of Nova 
Scotia. The town is small, but delightfully situated; it has a church, a metho­
dist chapel, a court-house, a fine garrison, and many good houses; it is upon 
the bank of the dYer, whi~h is cultivated on both sides. and full of meadow>, 
,tanlen., and orchard,. 
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wavinO' over head; the table covered with the ele­
ments 7 the surrounding and often weeping congrega­
tion left impressions upon my mind, that neither time 
nor place will be able to remove, and when I think 
of these seasons, my heart springs across the wide at­
lantic, to preach the gospel in the woods of Nova 
Scotia. The reader will pardon me for dwelling so 
much upon the simple annals of these, OUl' British 
American colonists; if like myself, he had formed his 
ministry, and received some of his greatest comforts 
in the wild woods of North America, the recollection 
would not be barren of entertainment. 

Here all was spontaneous, affectionate, and sincere: 
the divine influence was like1he dew upon Israel; the 
emotions of God's spirit in tlle beart, were not shaped 
and modelled to the formal decorum of a large and 
splendid congregation, where a sob, a tear.; or a sigh, 
would break in upon the unvarying monotony of re­
ligious propriety, and attract the attention of half-a­
thousand orderly demure and unaffected worshippers. 
I am under no restraint, in saying, that in the forests 
of N ova Scotia, I have seen as much pure genuine 
devotion and holy excitement, as ever solemnized the 
fiuest temple made with hands, or ascended to heaven, 
from the sincerest heart. . 

One day, while I was preaching, J. W. a man re­
markablymoral, and who had long' lived in a very reo-u_ 
Jar but self righteous mallller mixed with the congrega_ 
tion; the word fell upon his heart; he became deeply 
convinced, that he was not built upon the right foun­
dation; and thro'wing aside his fig' leaf covering, he 
came to the Lord Jesus Christ, for the garments of 
salvation. The change wrought on his mind was 
wonderful to all who knew him; he became ali holy 
and humble as a little child, and 800n after died in the 
h:i~Imph of faith. A friend requested me to 
VISIt a woman of a very different stamp. When I 
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Anecdote of a dying self Deceiver. 

entered the room, I found her propped up in bed, 
and to all appearance, within a few days of the final 
limit of human life: on my entering the room, her 
looks expressed her aversion to my visit, which greatly 
pained my mind; however I ventured to ask the poor 
dying deceiver, whether she had any reason to believe 
that her soul was in a state of salvation; to which with 
great acrimony, she replied-" what have lever done 
that I cannot be saved ?" immediately adding'-« I 
do not know why I cannot go to heaven as well as 
another."-Strongdelusion; and yet this deluded wo­
man had the day before been receiving the sacrament, 
and a dayor two after went unhumbled and unrenew­
cd into the eternal world. 

While upon this mission, my visits to tllC ""Valdeck 
settlement on the Annapolis bason, were most refresh­
ing and precious to my soul. Some of the people 
were as simple as little children; for God had given 
them" the spirit of love, of power, and of a sound 
mind." Oh! how easyis it to preach, and how sweet 
to converse with a people in such a case. Mypreach­
ing to these was always blest, and my meeting them 
in class was an enlivening season.* 

Once, however, as I was visiting this settle­
ment, an accident happened that had nearly cost me 
my life. The lady at who~e house I lodged wished 
to accompany me in order to hear preaching, and 
visit a friend in that part; so my horse was put be­
fore the family gig, and we had arrived within a 
mile of the appointed place, when a tree that lay 
along side the road catched the wheel, and as the 

* In many parts of Nova Scotia there are no regular class leaders; hence, 
the Missionary, aii soon as he has finished his sermon, meets the class at whatever 
place he preaches; this is sometime;· fatigueing, but generally profitable, as it 
gives him an intimale knowledge "f the people, and often lays the foundation 
for that pastoral and christian ajfection which illbsists, as much in Nova Seo­
till!, .win anyplace I ner-knew. 
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Riding to the "Val deck Settlement ,va, upset in a Gig. 

Iwrse was <:roin<:r on a smart trot, tbe gig was over-
t> to. 

turned with a consIderable shock, and we were both 
thrown out to the distance of several yards. In my 
first. apprehension. I did not know but I had .fallen 
to rise no more Poor l\1r. B. called. out, "0 SIr, my 
jawis broken;" and one eqnally ignorant. bow far he 
had sustained injury, replied, and my nbs are ~11 
fractured. However, after a few moments colloq mal 
condolence with each other, we found the injury we 
had sustained, was not equal either to the shock with 
which we were thrown out of the carriage, or the ap­
prehension we felt in the first moments of our fall; 
nevertheless we were both sadly bruised, and my 
clothes were much torn. ·When the gig upset, the 
horse stopped, otherwise it must have been broken all 
in pieces, as it was in the midst of a wood. We had 
some difficulty in restoring things to order : however, 
we managed once more to resume our places, and 
pursuing our journey, thanked our Almighty pre­
server that we had llot been killed on the spot: "thou 
Lord savest both man and beast;" thy name be to 
endless ages adored. The people were waiting for 
my arrival in a large barn; and after pinning together 
the rents in my clothes, I preached away all my sense 
of ioreness, and had a most profitable time. It was 
otherwise with Mrs. B. she being much older, did 
n.ot recover from the bruises she received for a long 
tIme. 

My time at Annapolis being expired; I took an affec­
tionate leave of all my friends; and early in the fall, 
crossed the bay of Fundy, for St. John, on which 
mis~ion, my ~rethrell had appointed me to labour 
durmg ~he WInter. Evangelical religion was first 
planted III St. John, by that holy and useful Mission­
ary Mr. Abraham John Bishop, from the island or 
Jersey. He was, under God, the chief instrument 
of the first revival, both in the city, and along the 
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Th.c Oeath of Abraham John Bbhop, a faithful I\li~silJnary. 

banks of the ri ver; and his name will long be as mu­
sic in the ears of many WI10 date their first impres­
lions from his Missionary labours. He was truly a 
man of God, and possessed a large share of the genu­
ine Missionary spirit :-he feared neither the rich nor 
powerful, but would lovingly invite or mildly re­
prove all who came in his way. What is sometimes 
dignified by the name of prudence, was in his estimate 
lukewarmness. He rarely met an individual in 
the street without speaking to him on the concerns of 
his soul. In a word, he was "instant in season and 
out of season ;" 2-nd although a man of fortune, he was 
humble as a little child, and self denying as an her­
mit. His rank in society added a lustre to bis zeal; 
and his loving; and affectionate spirit made his reproofs 
"an excellent oil:" but he is no more; he was early 
llnatched from the toils of warfare to the triumphs of 
glory.-Tbe conference wanted a Missionary, who 
could preach both in French and English, to visit the 
island of Granada; and as he was eminently qualified 
for this undertaking, he was sent to the West Indies, 
and. in those blooming regions of perrenial death, he 
soon paid the debt of nature, and was transmitted to 
glory, by that blight of mortality the yellow fever;­
dying in the prime of his life and the midst of his use­
fulness. Holy shade, farewell !-thou feel est no 
more the bitter blasts of Nova Scotia, nor the scorch­
ing fervor of the torrid zone !-Gentle Missionary, 
may my spirit be with thine in the regions of repose 
and the mansions of eternal blessedness! 

On my arrival at St. John's, the severity of the fogs 
( sometimes the sun did not appear for a whole wf-ek ) 
created great pulmonary oppression, and difficulty of 
breathing; hence, the climate appeared hostile to my 
constitution, and occasioned a fear that eventually I 
should not be able to stand it; however, in this I had 
apprehended more thn I actually felt.> for after !l 
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---
Lost in a Snow D.-if! on the nay of Beilisle. 

little while the inconvenience passed away, and a 
sense of the goodness of God, together with a stron~ 
desire to be useful, reconciled me to my situation. 

The Saviour's love can every place beguile; 
l\'1ake the rocks bloom, .the arid desert smile. 
If he be near all Eden's iu my soul, 
Whatever skies preside or seasons roll. 

My labours on this mission, if not remarkably 
successful, were at least salutary to myself, and 
profitable to as many as feared God. Our little 
chapel was often greatly crowded, and my own soul 
was much quickened. 

In the winter I went up the river St. John, per­
haps the second in British N orih America for extent 
and importance. During this excursion I was on the 
point of perishing in a 8now storm; night approached 
just as we were entering upon the bay of Beilisle, a 
part of the river nearly seven miles wide; the power­
ful drift had erased all the road, and was so thick 
and furious that it prevented our seeing further 
than the horses' beads. There were in the sled, be­
sides myself, two women, a child, and- -the driver; 
our situation was truly perilous, as the bay across 
whid) we were pursuing our journey was full of air­
holes, occasioned by the tides and current; 

While round us ni~ht resistless closed fast, 
With the wild tempest howling o'er our head. 

"Ve knew not which way to take; the"storm increas­
ed, and blocked up our path before and behind; the 
deep and accumulating snow greatly impeded the 
sled; the drift was full in our face, so that the dri­
ver could hardlv look out, or the horses face the 
furious element." For some time we were bewildered 
by ou.r situ.ation, nor did the driver know which way 
t? gmde hIS horses, so that the prospect of being be­
mghted and lost stared us in the face, as the severity 
of the cold would soon have put an end both to our 
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The particular Providence of God a 1lleasing Reflectiou. 

hopes and. fears, and would have left us to bleach 
beneath an inclement sky. But in this extremity 
God did not reject our supplications; just as the 
night shut in with all its horrors, we arrived on tIle 
opposite shore, not far from a house, thus divinG 
providence (the infidel would say chance) interposed 
for our preservation. Let God be praised for his 
goodness in the hour of extremity; and may my soul 
derive confidence from his past guardian care. 

In writing this narrative I shall often be dispGsed 
to advert to God as the blessed agent in my various 
deliverances and escapes; if this seem like enthusi­
asm, I must bear the stigma ;-if like pride and 
arrogance, I believe I shall never be humble. One 
from" above has taught me to « acknowledge him in 
all my way, and he will direct my path." He haii 
told me that « a sparrow cannot fall to the ground 
without his notice;" that C( the hairs of my head ant 
all numbered;" yea, that "he is about my bed and 
my path;" hence, I cannot much regard such 
chance-mongers as the maker of the following lines: 

" When the l'Ose m'Ountain trembles fr'Om 'On high 
" Shall gravitati'On cease jf yOll g'O by." 

Yes, he that knew the mountain would fall, knew al­
so that I should pray for deliverance, and suspended 
the. ruin until I was safe beyond the roll of the fur­
thest stone. 

The next day we pursued our journey, though the 
cold, the intensely cold north west wind blowing full 
in our faces rendered us in a manner torpid; in a 
little while I could hardly tell whether I had either 
feet, legs, 01' hands; towards f\'ening one of our 
horses gave up and fell down upon the snow, so we 
had no choice but to leave the river and make f01' the 
first house, which, though greatly destitute ofac­
commodations, (it was a log-hut) we were obliged 
to make our asylum for the night. I have oft-en been 
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Hardships of travelling 011 the River St. John.-Anecdote of a Chapel. 

surprised at tbe inhabitants of Nova Scotia ~nd New 
Brunswick, many of whom, though possessmg con­
siderable land and money, will live in these wretch~d 
hovels, sometimes with scarcely a pane of glass III 
the window, and frequently in the midst of winter 
the door wide open; one might almost imagine that 
such ice-hardened constitutions would be sufficiently 
inured to colonize the planet Saturn. 'With some 
help we got' our poor horse from the river, and in 
the morning our friends from the next settlement, 
who knew we were coming up, and fearing the vio­
lence of the storm had exhausted our horses, sent a 
fresh sled and horses, with which we arrived in 
safety at Sheffield, the place of our destination. 

I would here. observe, that travelling such a coun­
try as along the river St. John's, in the depth of a 
North American winter, is one of those hardships 
of a Missionary life, that calls for no ordinary faith, 
patience, and fortitude. Traversing an immense fro­
zen rinr* on which you have to encounter dismal 
snow storms; your body rendered torpid by the se­
verity of the cold; your accommodations probably a 
log-hut; your sleeping room pervious to the storm; 
your bed covering, in ~ome places, hardly sufficient 
to keep you from shivering. Ah! how often have I 
longed, and anxiously waited for the morning, and 

* In the depth of winter, the ice on the river 51. John, is from two to three 
feet in thickness; and as there are no roads through the woods, aU the travelling 
is performed on this aqueous bridge. The Presbyterian chapel, at Sheffield, in 
'which 1 was frequently invited to preach, had been drawn upon the ice more 
than five miles: the circumstance was as follo~s-It had been buiJt upon a liti­
gated lot of land, aull the people having a glebe five miles lower down the river, 
it ~as agreed to ~et. the whole ~ett1emeIJt to assist in Trmoving th~ chapel, which 
bemg a frame btltldmg large enough to hold 800 people, with a spire steeple, 
required some diffi~ulty. More than 100 yoke of oxen, besides horses, were 
employed on the occasion; aoel after the chapel was raised with le,'ers from the 
'foundation, immense beams were placed under the whole length; to these, the 
o~en were yoked with iron chains, and at a, given signal, each man standi..ng by 
hIS yoke,. the chapel was drawn down the bank of the river, and 50 along to 
~be appomted place: aft~r yvhicb, I had frequently an opportunity of preachin,­
,. the SijJll. emIgrated budding. 
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A description of the River St. John, in ~ew llrul1:iwick. 

the maple fire at which I migllt warm my cold and 
benumbed limbs. These are some of the trials for 
which a Missionary, travelling upon the rivel'* St. 
John must prepare himself. Yet, amidst the se"Ve­
Tity of the weather I had some precious seasons; the 
simplicity and affection of the people beguiled many 
tedious and bitter hours. The reader may ask how 
I spent my time; I could not retire and walk ill the 
woods as in the summer season. "'"hen I had to 
visit a settlement some ofthe friends carried me in a 
~Jed; this usually required some little preparation. 
On this occasion, a little party was formed, and 
sometimes two or three sleds would set offin company. 
The preaching was usually in some honse, where fre­
quently a social entertainment was provided for the 
whole party. After preaching, I spoke severally to 
the members, and then (unless I stopped all nig·ht) 
returned in the same manner I came; sometimes riding 
nine, ten, or twelve miles upon the ice, after preach­
ing in the evening ;-but this is not so formidable as 
a stranger would imagine; for your q1lantum of 
clothing is generally proportioned to the seyerity of 

" As a part of my circuit lay upon the banks of the river St. John, I will, with 
the reader's p~rmission, give him a short description of this noble stream, which: 
though not famed either in song or story, is a sea compared with the river 
Thames. In the classification of rivers it would obtain a third or fourth rate 
situation, as it is more than 400 ~ilcs in length, /n~tending towards lower 
Canada, and about 4000 feet or nea.rly a m.ile wide. 250 miles above Freder­
icton, ot about 320 from the ;ea, are the grand falls. A Cataract 90 reet 
perpendicular; it empties itself into the bay of Fuudy in latitnde45degl'ees north, 
and longitude about 65 degrees west. Along its banI,s are lille tracks of upland 
and "interyale. It receives the tribute of a number of smaller ri"ers, an::] noble 
lakes. The woods, through which it glides with silent majesty, are full of 
pines, some of which are the largest in the world; also maple (from which the 
inhabitants extract their sugar) spruce, hemlc.ck, birch, oak, beach, &c. There 
are many settlements on either side; but the country ia by no means populous .. 
The inhabitants who BYe on the banks of tbe river ::~re obliged to retreat to the 
high land in the spring of the year, as the freshets that roll down inunda:e ,,1\ 
tbe intervale, and frequently sw,ep away houses, barlls, and cattle. The 
woods contiguous to the river are much infested" ith bears, who often make 
depredations amongst the, cattle. ,TIle .ettlers are chiefly emigrant. from the 
United States; half-pay officers, and others, who ierved ill th~ Uriti'll arlD.1 
dnrin, las Am~rican revnlutionary war. 

I 
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Difficulty of Travelling.~Re\·ival of Religion at Sheflield. 
._-

the cold.-My travelling dress was as follows:­
woollen stockings and socks, boots, overhauls, socks 
over my boots, surtout coat, fearnought great-coat 
over tbis, worsted gloves, and often woollen mittens 
over them, a fur cap, with a large silk handkerchief 
tied over the lower part of my face: th us equipped, 
I have frequently bid defiance to the cold, and rode 
twenty or thirty miles at a time, without much incoll­
venience. The greatest difficulty in trayelling arises 
from tbe depth of snow and tbe narrowness of the 
path, that is usually beat; when if two sleus mcet, 
the lightest must turn out of the patll, and the conse­
quence is a plunge into the SlIOW, which is frequently 
from four to six feet deep. In riding through the 
woods, the boughs are so curved downward with the 
weight of snow hanging upon them, that if any part 
of your sled tOllches the tree, the whole superincum. 
bent mass falls down upon you: however, it is rare 
for any part of this to melt whilc JOu are on your 
journey, so that you seldom suffer any other incon­
venience than its covering your clothes. 

. I preached with much profit at Sheffield, w llere 
we have a little chapel, on the right bank of the river~ 
at MajoHille, and on the grand lake. This, in the 
summer season, is a lovely expansive sheet of water, 
about forty miles in length, and from four to seven 
wide; but in the winter, it is dreary in the extreme. 
At Nash Walk .• St. Ann, and several other settle. 
ments, ~ bad an opportunity of sowing tlle seed of 
eternal hfe. At Sheffield, there had been a consid~r. 
able revival of religion, under the ministry of brother 
Bennet. Many young people had been truly awak­
ened, and others found redemption in the blood of the _ 
Lamb. The Presbyterian society, (which contained 
lome truly pious persons) was greatly quickened; 
and. the whole settlement was moved with religious 
exCItement. "Thus the wilderness blossomed abull-
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Spread of Religion in Ameriea.-Was appointed for Liverpool. 

dantly, even with joy and singing;" for in these cold 
!Snowy forests, the light of piety sheds a serene beam; 
these wastes have hea"} a. voice; these woods are often 
rendered vocal with t.he praises of redeeming love; 
these lofty trees have often beheld the humble colo­
nist kneeiing beneath their shady covert, and pour­
ing out his soul ttl God in prayer; and the solitary 
dominions of primeval shade have often resounded 
with the glad tidings of salvation, through tbe gos­
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Through vast America's continuous woods; 
O'er mountaius, lakes, and pine, form'd solitudes 
'Vhere mighty rivers uDregarded flow; 
And lofty elms and quivering mapl(~s grow: 
Where fine Savannahs beautifully green, 
Luxurious rise amid the sylvan scene: 
'Vhere high the Allegenney mountains frown: 
Where wide Missonry rolls his waters brown: 
Where from his lakeil the sire" of rivers pours; 
Or, down his steeps the Niagara roars: 
The light of piety serenely flows, 
And makes the forest blossom as a rose. 

In the spring: I recrossed the bay of Fundy, to at­
tend the annual meeting of the Missionaries, at Wind­
~or, in Nova Scotia, when my brethren appointed me 
to labour on the Liverpool mission. After spending 
a short time at Halifax, among myoId friends, I 
sailed for my appointment.-This was the most com­
pact and comfortable circuit I had laboured upon 
since I came into the country; and I soon found my­
self at home among this friendly, civil, and respect­
able people. 

In the course of my labours, I visited Port Mutton, 
Port Jolly, Port Medway, and Port Ie Bare, small 
p laces along the eastern shores of the Atlantic. They 
were chieHy inhabited bynshermen; many of whom 
possessed, in no small degree, the spirit of the gospel. 
-Here I resolved to devote myself anew to my mas-

.• The river Mississippee is called by the Indians tke Sire of Fleods. 
12 
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Sweet ('njnyment in the Hut of a l"ishel'man,-how employed. 

ter's work. I resumed m'y four o'clock rising; and 
as I thoun'ht it would conduce to my health, further 

'my studi~s, (for which I had no~ a little leisure) 
al;d assist my soul in its warfare wIth corrupt nature, 
I abstained ~ltogether from animal food-a practice 
how~ver, which ~I did not long continue, as it brought 
on a painful cliarTluea, and complaint in. my bowels. 

Dl!finO' this wintcr, I hall, both at Liverpool and 
along th~ shore, man'y good seasons of divine influ­
encc. It is true, among; fishermen, my fare was not 
so e~~cellcnt as in some othcr parts of the province; 
but in some spiritual enjoyments, I had, probably, 
liS refreshing- ordinances in a fisherman's hut, as many 
rcspectable and popular ministers enjoy in the spa­
cious chapel. In these cottages, I have sat readUlg 
my bible, or dictating; a scrap of poetry, while the 
fat~er or the son IHls takcn his gun, and in a little 
while returned with, perhaps, half a dozcn wild 
ducks, for dinner. 

In these hnts, I have often forgot both the busy, 
the splendid, and the learned world; and retiring in­
to myself, have tasted the joys of Eden, in the midst 
of a wilderness. A Missionary should be a man much 
mortified to the world, else, how could he cheerfully 
labour in tbe wilds of Africa; the woods of America; 
the ices of Greenland; or the islands of the south 
sea -The beau priest-the elegantly popular mini­
stcT-the man of a finely cultivated taste and varied 
literary accomplishments, are not the most suitable 
men for Missionaries, in such stations, nDf is there 
much fear that such will be tempted to make the wig­
Wam ofthe Indian, the cottage of the Negro, or the 
1lUt of the fisherman, the theatres of their costly la­
bours; and yet it is in the abodes of pious poverty, 
tha.t we .often meet with smiling content and placid 
resIgnatIOn: there we often see low circumstances 
~ombined with exalted hopes~misefy on a bed of 
Itra. w "j ustifying the ways of God with men." 
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The blessings of Poverty.-Dreadful Gale 011 my Passage from Liverpool. 

gratitude breathing' out praise for barley bread and 
simple water-warm-hear~ed ~evotion forgetting its 
poverty, and only supphcatwg for more grace­
noble minded generosity freely imparting a portion 
of its scanty means to the more abject and forlorn­
tbe affiicted and tender hearted mother giving the last 
morsel to her children, while the affectionate husband 
strives to hide his own distress, tbat he may comfort 
his afflicted wife and suffering family. 

These are thine own sweet poverty! and these 
Make thy mean fare and little cottage please. 
'Vith snch a train, thy lot is nobler far 
Than his who wears a coronet and star! 

CHAPTER SIXTH. 

In the spring, at the request of Mr. Black, I went 
to supply his place OIl the Halifax mission, he having 
g'one to the Baltimore general conference to meet 
Dr. Coke. I sailed for Halifax in the brig Rover, 
formerly a Liverpool privateer, and the same day 
(April 10, in the year 1804) when we were within 
sight of Sambro light-house, at the entrance of 
Halifax harbour, a gale of wind set in from the north 
east, and blew with such violence as forced us out to 
sea, in as critical and unpleasant a situation as can 
possibly be conceived. The captain, who calculated 
to get into Halifax the same night, had made no pro­
vision for the vessel. We had not a single candle for 
the binnacle; the men were mere landsmen, hired 
only to carry the vessel round to Halifax, there to be 
refitted.-Hence, in the midst of the gale, they 
skulked below. The captain was greatly agitated, 
fearing the storm might continue long and oblige us 
to bear away for the "Vest Indies, which, in our si­
tuation, would have been a famishing altel'llative: 
lome of the passengers persuaded that we should ar-
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·-Had succour from the Word of Gud.-He heaf5 Prayer and is a pre,ent Help. 

rive the same evening, 11ad not supplied themsdves 
with any provisions; b~t my fri~nds i~ Liverpool, 
as if actuated by a WIse foresIght, III a manner 
quite unaccountable to me, had put on board, for my 
use, two baskets of provision, with two bottles of 
spirits; and this, by the providence of ~od, was a 
~easonable suppl'y for us all, as both captam an? pas­
~('ngers shared the little stock. In our extremIty, I 
had recourse to myoId and never failing refuge, the 
bibj(~; which in dlfficulties, (hngers, and afilictions, 
has u]\';ays been my sheet anchor, my fountain of hope, 
ami my greatest comfort; and although I am no ad­
vocate for bibleomancy, Jet the very first chapter to 
which I turned, was David's description of a stnrm, 
in the 107th psalm, in -.vhich, arc these most appro­
priate words-" then they cry unto the LO'rd in their 
trouble, and he bringeth them out of their distresses. 
He m;,iketh the storm a calm, so that the waves 
thereof are stiIl: then they arc glad because they.are 
quiet; so lle bringeth them into the desired haven:'~ 
on whidl passage, I reasoned thus--c< is not God the 
:!lame as heretofore? has he not all power in heaven 
and on earth? do not the prayer of his people still 
come iIp before his throne? is not all nature under 
his contronl? even the winds and the waves obey 
him. \Vere not the things that were written afore­
time written for our instructioll, that we throngh pa­
tience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope? 
From these reflections sprung an inward reliance on 
tllc divine veracity, faithfulness, and power; and I 
felt satisfied God would deliver us. The wind, 
which had blown from the north-east, lulled and 
came round to the south-west; and though the storm 
IJad. driven us as far westward as Cape Ie Have, we 
got .lI1to Halifax the next night. «0 that men would 
praIse the Lord f01' his goodness, and magnify hill 
holy name." Some may call it superstition, cant, 
folly, presumption, to suppose that the great God 
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Some deny a particular Providence, and deface all the Beauty of Religion. 

would arrest the (;OUfSC of the element~ at the request 
of a poor worm. 

Shall burning Rtna, if a sage rf'quire~; 
Forget its thunders and recall its fires; 
On earth and Leaven new motion he imprest, 
o blameless BetJ,,,I! to relieve thy breast? 

Thus sung' that smooth and soft poet Alexallder 
Pope; but, shall we, in compliment either to Pope, 
Hume, Middleton, or any other sceptical poet and 
philosopher, give up and deny a pal'ticularprovidence? 
-we might as safely give up the whole of religion 
altogether) and go back to the chance, atoUl) and fate 
systems. \Vhat! overlook the many particular an­
swers in prayer ,,,ith which God favours his people; 
overlook the many promises that ofier his interference 
in the hour of need; overlook his watchful care over 
his church, and say that Jehovah is only an uncon­
cerned spectator of his children's afflictions. Perish 
the page of mine that would make an unrighteous 
composition with such men, merely to avoid the old 
stale, and unmeaning cry of enthusiasm and super­
stition. If we concede vital religion to the humour 
of every objector who chooses to new model the word 
of truth; the mere moralist would fritter away the 
new-birth into I know not what of water baptism 
and regularity of life; the rational mystery hating 
socinian would rob the Redeemer of his equal and 
essential Godhead, and glory in the sacrilege! 
proud philosophy would account all spiritual and 
heart-felt influence downright enthusiasm! each self­
ilufficient pharisee would tear the richest jewels of 
grace from the Saviour's crown! while the latitude­
loving antinomian would divest the g'ospel of either 
condition, morality, or holiness! bigots would strip 
religion or candour, and p<H11pOUS prelates destroy 
its simplicity! thus, among the whole, lovely reli­
gion, that masterpiece of the. wisdom and goodness 
of God) would fare like the beautiful statue left PJ 
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.Missionaries find much Consolation from an over-ruling Power. 

the sculptor for inspection in the market place; 
every beauty would be er.ased, till the w llOle were a 
mutilated mass of deformity. 

Providence is the ",lory of a Missionary! What 
man upon such an berrand ~'ould. le~ve his ~ative 
shores and face peril and fatigue In distant clImates 
without the hope of a reward, without the confidence 
of a protector, without the consolation of believing 
in an all-seeing God? Answer ye holy men \\ ho 
have "'one to the ends of the earth to preach the gos­
pel! ~vho have faced the burning south! brayed the 
blusterin'" north! ventured your lives among the t.reachero~s Malays, the savage Indians, the wild 
Cafi"rees! did not you derive comfort from an over­
ruling providence t When the tiger, * tfue serpent, 
or the kayman were overcome or eluded, did you not 
see the hand of God ? Yes ;-it was this providence 
that cheered your spirits when wasted with sickness, 
worn down with fatigue, or harrasscd by wild beasts 
and savage men. Your lives were in c< jeopardy 
every hour;" truly, if in this world only ye had 
hope, then were ye of all men the most miserable; 
but ye had consolation in the midst of your sufi"er-

-:+ "On one of my voyages either to or from Queda, a Danish ship hailed uS', ~nd c:.pproaching, rail foul of our stern and broke our flag-staff; ,\'c landed near a wood to cut down a tree to make a nen- one; while the men were cutting don-n (he tree 1 walked on the uut.:3ide of the wood, eagerly looking for some game, and soon discovered among the high gra"'i an obj~ct which J mis­took for an hair: I was just going to fire, when the animal I"ose: up, and proved to be a tiger; my arm involuntarily sunk down, and I stood nlOtionJes with horror, expecting he would make a slJrin~ at me, and gave myself up for Jost; but, by God's providence watching over me to deliver, the beast seemed as much alarmed as I was, and, after ~taring at me for a few moments, turned ,lowly about and began to creep away like a frightened cat, with his belly close t~ the ground; as I approached the water, there was a piece of jungle or low t~lIcket before me, and I was turniug to the left to pass round by the side oppollte th~ boat, thinking that I might )et find some game, when, seeing the men labourmg hard to drag the tr~e they had felled towards the water, I altered my course and went to their assistance; 110 soouer had 1 enteretJ the boat than I discovered on that side of the juugle to which 1 was first going, close to the beach, a large kayman watching our motions, whom I should certainly have lIlet han I gone rOllnd by the way I iutended. "-LeU,,-, oj a Mor«vian Mission­ftry on the Aieobar Isl«nds. 
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Anecdote of the siugular Cuurage of the Abbot Sidotte. 

ing, * and courage to bear up, drawn from the cheering 
promises and a watchful providence. 

The friends in Halifax received me gladly, and I 
lahoured among them greatly to my satisfaction till 
the latter end of summer, when Mr. Black returned 
from Baltimore, and I was hy him united in marriage 
with Miss Mary Seabury; this was a union of much 
prayer and deliberation; my reasons for it were the 
following: 1st. Mutual attachlnent and congeniality 
of mind. 2nd. Similarity of sentiment in religion; 
"How shall two walk together except they be agreed." 
My wife had been brought up in the fear of God 
from her infancy, and from the age of sixteen had 
experienced a saving change of heart; her mother ill 
a deeply pious, well informed, and respectahle mem­
ber of the Methodist society; her uncle, Dr. Seabury, 
was a pious bishop of the episcopal church in Ame­
rica; and her grandfather a respectable presbyterian 
minister: thus, like Timothy, she had the benefit ot 
pious ancestors, I thought then, and after eleven 
years experience still think, that a Missionary may 
be more holy, useful, and happy in a married than a 

.• In August, 1709, the Abbot Sidotte set O1it from Manilla, with lInch",1 de 
Eloreago, an experienced captain, who had offered to carry him over to Japan; 
they arrived UpOD the coast, and were informed hy a fishing boat that they 
could not go into Japan without exposing themselve'i to imminent danger, that 
as soon as ever they had set their feet on shore, they would be seized and car­
ried before the emperor, who, being a cruel and bloody man, would immediately 
put them to death with dreadful tortures. Thereupon the Abbot withdrew, to 
beg of God to inspire him what course to take; abont five o'clock in the evell­
ing he returned to the captain to acquaint him of his final resolution. "The happy 
moment is come, sir," said he to him," I have so many years wished for. Weare 
now at the entrance into Japan; it is time to prepare all things to set me ashore 
in the country I have so mllch longed after: you have been so generous llii to 
bring me across a sea that is unl{nown to you, and made fal1lOu!:! by so many 
flihipwrecks, be pleased to finish the work you have be~un; leave me alone 
amidst a people that is an enemy to Christianity, but whom I hope to bring 
under the yoke of the goslleJ. Ido not-rely upon my own strength, but upon the 
all-powerful grace of Jesus Christ." The captain yielded (0 the pressing in­
Itance of the Missionary, and ordered all things for setting him on shore in the 
dark night; in the mean time the Abbot wrote several letters, prayed with tbe 
ship's crew, made an exhortatioD, aDd going into tJle bOiot wa> I,lUded .. ., 
·Clte .llOres of Japan, 
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.Married Mi::;::.ianaries more comfortable than single. 

~illgle state. A married Missionary is less liable to 
8candal, and the mission will be scarce more expen­
sive; a faIthful woman will sympathize with her 
husband under the unavoidable trials -of his mission; 
be will stay more contentedly abroad. Had I re­
mained single, instead of fifteen years, I fear I should 
not have stayed five in a foreign land. « A virtuous 
woman is a crown to her husband;" he has one 
friend, at least, to whom he can communicate his jOJ~ 
and sorrows; one counsellor to consult, advise, and· 
confer with in his difficulties; in a word, J am de­
cidedly of opinion that a mal'l'ied Missionary is more 
comfortable than a sing-Ie one; my wife has travelled 
with me 8000 miles bv sea and land; we have had 
~evell children, four of whom we have buried, but 
with all the travels, shiftings, difficulties, and trials 
we have had to bear, we should not be willing to 
take Alexander's sword, nor yet aoy other, and 
cut the gordian knot that binds us together; our 
language is, 

Together let lIS sweetly live, together let 1lB die; 
And each a starry crown receivn, amI reign above the sky. 

We continued in Halifax but two days after our 
marriage, and then sailed for Sf. Jolw, in the bay 

- of Fundy, where, after a quick and pleasant passag-e 
of five days, we landed just as the service began in 
the chapel ;-thanks to the Lord for marine merciesr 

During this winter, 1804-5, I lahoured in St.John 
and along the banks of the river with visible success, 
and much satisfaction; old differences in the society 
were reconciled; prejudices among the town's people 
seemed to lose ground; tllere was a manifest increase 
o~' christia~ affection and simplicity among the so­
CIety. WIth regard to myself, (I speal. in the fear 
of God), my affections were much warmed with 
holy desire to promote the glory of oU\' blessed Re­
deemer, and the salvation of his moral family. I 
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Had my J\1inJ greatly quickeneJ and engagcJ in my Work. 

divided tile day into regular parts, and in the morn­
ing from four till eight devoted my time to reading, 
\v riting, and meditation. I rose every morning at 
four o'clock, in the bitterest weather, and lighted a 
fire in the stove, as this only would warm the room 
and check the intense cold; the forenoon was spent 
in visiting from house to house, and visiting the sick, 
as well as providing for the wants of my family; the 
afternoon was taken up in reading, and meeting the 
~lasses, four _of which I regularly met every wcel,; 
1t1 the evening; though in the depth of winter, we 
had gem'rally a meeting of one kind or another. My 
labour demanded all my time, but it was delightful; 
even the fragments were gathered up and preserved 
for use; for I do not reco lied that I ever felt more 
fully influenced by the spirit of my duty than at this 
time. "Be instant in season and out of season" 
was my motto. I held prayer meetings in different 
parts of the town; and as the intense cold prevented 
my preaching in the chapel, I preached from house 
to house. I catechised the children once a week; 
and eyery Monday eveniug had a select meeting in 
my own hOllse, for reading the lives and experience 
of Christians; several were deeply awakened; th~ 
society was much edified and quickened; my own 
ioul was «like a watered garden." 0 how sweet ia 
sailing to heaven, when wafted along by divine in­
fluence, and freighted with humble love and holy 
zeal. Surely these were times of the son of man; 
but I am sorry that a regard for truth compels me to 
say I was not always thus diligent on my different 
Missionary stations; sometimes weakness of body; 
somet.imes unbelief; and not unfreq uently a desire 
for curious and pleasing studies, would slacken my 
ardour) and restrain the spirit of holy diligent exer­
tion. A Missionary to a foreign land should rather 
be a diligent than a contempla.tive man; his object 

~~ 
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A ~lisl'lionary should improve every Incident on his l\lission •. 

!hould be more to save souls than gain knowledge. 
Activity is the soul of a mission! I would rather 
see a Missionary travel ten miles to preach to a dozen 
solitary sou Is in a thicket of tre~s, than de.s~ant never 
so beautifully on polite learnIng. A dilIgent m.an 
may .,.lean much rare and profitable knowledge wIllIe 
in theOprosecutinn of his dut,Y; and I would have him 
not to let any thine; interesting escape his observation, 
but make minutes in his pocket memorandum book 
of all useful a[Jd Ii yc\ y incidents. I have often in a 
log-cottage heard the ;-no~t singular nn~ striking oc­
currences; fragments of such conversatiOns as I have 
noticed in the solitary wilderness; details of curious 
adventures and experiences from many who live in 
the bosom of the forest, would agreeably and beauti­
fully adorn the pages ofa narrative, or the numbers of 
:'I. magazine. The moravian Missionaries have filled 
their journals with many simple, beautiful, and in­
teresting details, hereby affording an excellent model 
to all who go upon this blessed errand. Crantz's 
l1i5to1'Y of the mission at Greenland is full of these 
interesting and heart.touching details. But, to re­
turn; I well remember one sermon I preached at this 
time from these words: «Be inst'l'ucted, 0 J eTusa­
lem, lest my soul de/JaJ't from thee :': surely this Waf 

delivered with the power of the Holy Ghost sent 
down from above; a brokenness of heart and many 
tears indicated much of the divine influence; groans, 
sobs, and exclamations were heard from every part 
of the chapel; some wept aloud, and others were 
powerfully agitated, and the blessed effects of this 
solitary address were visible for man)' months, al­
though I know not that ever I preached a sermon 
under greater anxiety and depression of mind; my 
soul had been harrowed up by some heavy and unex­
pected trials; and I almost began to doubt whether 
!!Ir not I was called to the miniitry; however, the 
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Uepro\'ing Sin entailed upon nw considerable Heproach. 

above gracious attestation broke the snare, dispersed 
the clouds, and filled my heart with renewed zeal, 
eourage, and resolution. Can tlwre be a greater 
proof of the divine omniscience and eompassio[l than 
wch visitations? and where is tbe true missioner, 
minister, or (hri~tjan that is not a witness of such 
seasonable interpositions? seasonahle, because the 
Lord reserves the greatest mercies as antidotes to our 
greatest miseries; 11C only ~a\es us as we are sinking, 
and when the storm is mo~t furious, comes wa!l\ing; 
upon the waves. 

In theprosecutionofmy mission I had many precious 
seasons, and also strong trials; and I am well per­
suaded, the more faithfully and undauntedl'y a mini­
ster of Christ discharg'es his duty, the more the old 
serpent and his brood of vipers will hiss and bite. I 
had topreacb against sabbath breaking, and the magis­
trates thought .I reflected upon their conduct, because 
during the herring, salmon, and shad season, they 
allowed the people to fish on the Lord's da.y, e,"en 
before the city, and as a reason allrdged that fish ran 
more abundantly on that day than on any other. 
Interest will never want an excuse for breaking in 
upon the most sacred duties. Dancing and reveling 
began to prevail in an unusual degree; and having to 
take notice of these, some of the gay, who occasion­
ally came to the chapel, thought they were ill treated; 
so they came no more, conscience and duty required 
me to reprove drunkenness, and as this was the beset­
ting sin of the place-a master thou condemnest us" 
was felt by a number of delinquents. I had to ani­
madvert upon smuggling, and this came home to the 
very doors of the church of God, so that a brother 
possessing some influence and much property, would 
scarcely speak of me with charity, or to me with 
pleasantness. 

One sabbath evening, I preached from this text­
(~my name is legiQn;" from which I endeavoured to 
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------
~erDJOn on the Wm'd Legion causeu a curious Anecdote. 

prove, tl:at the wicked arc under iliabo~ical agency, 
and that satan, in various forms, rules In the hearh 
of the children of disobedience; observing that many 
eyil spirits are engaged in this bad worll:,. and that 
while one man is under the iidluence of a lying, ano­
ther is governed by a cheating devil; a third, is the 
captive of a proud revengeful demon: these are 8e­
cluced by a pleasure, loving, dancing devil; and those 
hy a b;tck- biting, evil speaking fiend. This man is 
possessed of an unclean spirit; and that of a dumb: 
I\i[ummon, claims many for his subjects, and Beliel 
more. In a word, that all wicked men are of their 
father, the devil, because his works they do. This 
sermon furnished a topic of tea table conversation to 
the gay and wealthy, for some time. And a certain 
lady, not a novice in the art of. detraction, (whose 
domestic, a seriolls, sensible young woman belonged 
to the society) came one day into the kitchen, full of 
this strange subject, and thus accosted her-" Han­
nah, I understand ~'[r. Marsden has been preaching 
about devil3; but which devil did he say was the 
worst"-a backbiting devil, madam) replied the re­
collected girl. It was enough. Hannah's mistress 
left the kitchen as quick as though she had been bit 
by a tarantula; and conscience was left at full liberty 
to make the application. Some thought I was too 
pointed; others said I ought to be stopped: thus did 
I prove the saying of Luther to Melancthon; that 
faithful preaching will either make men enemies to 
their sins, or to their ministers. N ever did I more 
lIeed the wisdom of tlle just) the innocence of the 
meek, and the boldness of the daring, than on these 
occasions. At one time I was upon the mountain of 
leopards; an(l at another in the den of lions, but the 
Lord was with me, and blessed be his holy'name. I 
was enabled to outride evel'y storm; though I had to 
h~ld the helm with a steady hand, and watch the sails 
WIth an eagle's eye. The principal inhabitants of the 
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Letter from the l':Iis~ion Committee on IHission Atl'aini. 

town of St. Jolm were remarkahlv inimical: hence, 
we were often disturbed, although' it never amounted 
to actual p'ersecution. 

During the fall, I received the following letter 
from the mission committee, ill London; which, as it 
casts some light upon the state of our missions at that 
time, and contains some useful hints, I will here in~ 
!lert it .. 

NEW CHAPEL, City_Road, Lom\on, 10th Feb. 1804. 

DEAR BROTHElt. 

SDICE the departure of our esteemed friend and brother, 

Dr. Coke, for America, we have been much concerned for the 

prosperity of the Methodist Missions. Feeling their great import_ 

ance, as they respect the eternal interests of mankind, and the ge. 

neral increase of the Redeemer's kingdom, we have been very de_ 

~irons of placing them npon some regular establishment, so that un­

der the divine blessing, we might reasonably expect a continuance 

flf their succes!. 
The Doctor left Mr. Benson in charge of the missions generally, 

and Mr. Whitfield was entru,(ed with their pecuniary concerns; 

bnt Mr. Benson having, by the desire of the Conference, taken up_ 

on himself the management of the magazine, and being otherwise 

greatly ~ngaged in the affairs of the conneJlion at large, he found 

himself quite unable to d,,\'ote so much time and attention to the 

Missions as they required. And Mr. Whitfield having had a dan_ 

gerons illness, which rendered him totally incapable of business, 

and no provision having been made to pay the bills which !lad been 

drawn, and were coming due, or to answer the varions demands 

upon bim on accoun t of the Missions, it became a matter of abso­

lute necessity to call in the aid of the Travelling preachers iB the 

London circnit, and of some of our principal private friends, to 

consider of the best means to be adopted to support the cause of 

Missions, and the credit of the Methodist conneJlion. 

It was determined in the present distress, to appoint a committee 

fllJ.. tho BlanaiQroent of the l\1ilision affairs, till the next Conference. 
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:"l1is6ion Committee Leiter sent to the i\1i3sionaries. 
.. -------- ----- -=--::-..:.;:~.-: ... ;: ... ==-==== 

This committe to cOllsist of all the travelling preachers in the Lon. 

uon circuit, together with tllOse friends, \I ho compose the commit. 

tce aPl.oiuted at the last C~nferenc~ for guarding our privileges, as 
s[.ltc~n page 30 of the pnnted 1l11llutes, and also of a few other 

friends, whose assistance might be useful. The committe therefore 

to consist of the following persons: viz. 

Joseph Benson 
J osep~ Taylor 
Thomas Rutherford 
Benjamin Rhodes 
William "lyles 
Jabez Bunting 
George Whitfield 
'hlliam J erram 

George Wolff 
Christopher Sundins 
William Marriott 
Robert Middleton 
Joseph Hillmer 
Luke Haslope 
Thomas Allail 
Joseph Butterworth. 

The committee choose from the above, the following officers: 

Joseph Benson, President, 
William i'tlarriott, Treasurer, 
Joseph Butterworth, Secretary. 

The first act of the committee, was to lend between three and 
four hundred pounds, in order to houour the bills which had been 

drawn UpOIl Dr. Coke and Mr. 'Vhitfield, on accouut of the 

missions. 
Iu order to refund the aboye sum, and to provide for further de. 

mands, a circular letter was sent to the various circuits, desiring, 
that collections should Le immediately made in our chapels, 

throllghout Great Britain. This produced an enlarged corrl>spon. 

lienee on the suhject, and it was fouml to be the general desire of 

the people, to have some· accollnts of the missions regularly pub. 

lished, with a full detail of the receipts and expenditnres. The 

eommittee fecI very desirous to comply with the wishes of the nume. 

rous subscribers, and render every satisfaction in their power. 

They would be glad to engage the public more geuerally in this 

blessed work, by giving all possible information: and that they 

may be enabled, from time to time, to publish interesting acounti 

of the mission~, they wonld most earnestly l'ecommend each Mis. 

~ionary, on the recl/ipt of this letter, to k~ell a regular journal of 
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~--'-:""-7-.- -r.~:""':::--:::::-:::"::':---. ::s::::::::: 
T,ib-i.orlJ.ries required by th~ Committee to keep Journals. 

his p:~LJedini\s, and all particulars of his mission; together with 
accounts of all remarkable conversions, with the experience and 
death of any individuals, from which, extracts might be made for 
publication, and to transmit this journal or the heads therllbf .. at 
least twice a year, to the committee, or till the conference give 

vther direr.!i.ons. 

It may here be observed, that wIlen several Missionaries are 
btationed in the same colony, th('y might possibly think it needless 
for all of them to write home, but the committee would however, 
wish to-receiTe acconnts from each, as by c.omparing their several 
journals together, a more comprehensive view might be taken of 
the whole than would be formed by any single accoullt, which might 
perhaps, omit many interesting particulars. 

The superintendent Missionaries will be pleased to draw their 
bills vn Mr. George Whitfield, New Chapt'l, City_road, London, 
till further direction; but at the same time send advice thereof, 
with the particular appropriation of the money, to the secretary 
above mentioned. And it is particularly requested that the Mis_ 
sionaries will most exactly comply with the conference mitlutes of 

the year 1800,* in order that the committee may render a satisfac. 
tory account to the subscribers at large of the e:xpenditllre of th~ 
money. 

Upon this occasion, it may not be amiss to drop a hint to our 
Missionaries npon the importance of an exact observance of the 

'* The conference ariopted the following rules respecting the missions: 
1. The superintendent' shall be re,ponsible to the Englbh conference, and til 

their agent the Rev. Dr. Coke. 
- 2. The superintendent, shall keep exact accounts of all monies received by 
them on account of the missions, and of all the disbursements of that money, 
Dnd transmit those accounts annuaIly to Dr. Coke, or in his absence, to the 
London Superintendent, to be laid before the conference. 

3. That the collections and dishursemeuls at large shall be annually laid be­
fore the conferenee, or before a committee appointed by the conference; that 
they also .hall be transcribed into the ledger, and published as the conference 
shall appoint. 

Cont. Min. 1800, page 27. 
N. B. The London committee recommend to all the Missionaries an attentiv", 

perusllI oftbe confereDce miDutes, for the yearISOO, OD lbuubject oftbe mi,.ioll. 

10 
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The Methodist DisdplineshouJd heenf<>rced on Missions. 

Methodist discipline, which has been formed nnder the immediate 
direction of divine providence, and altogether suited to the state 01 
Christian soci'ety; a due observauce of the life and conversation of 
private members; and a full determination to hold no communion 

with those who walk disorderly, let their situation or circllmstance9 

be what they may, will have a great tendency to promote vitat 
godliness, and to render our societies a sltvour of life unto life. 

Wherever a society is formed, it rs of great importance that stew. 
ards should be chosen to conduct the temporal affairs, and leaders 
appointed to the classes: this prevents reproach from falling on the 
ministry, and is of essential service in many l'espects.-Individuals 
become more concel'ned for the welfare of the society when t~ey 
feel a personal interest therein; and when officers are chosen in the 
IO:hurch of Christ from amoug the people, it mutually strengthens 
the common bond of union between them and the pveachers. It is 
especiall y necessary to have leaders and stllward;; where there is- a 
probability of any change of preachers, in order that when fresh 
preachers come to the place, they may have some persons to whom 
they can apply for needful assistance, on their arrival; and also 
that there may be resident Iilverseers, who will endeavour to keel) 
the flock together iu the absence of their pastors. 

Without the united exertions of the Missionaries-abroad, and 
of the friends at home, it should seem that this important work 
must fall to the ground; bu t, after the peculiar blessing and glo_ 
rious success which have hitherto accompanied these missions. 
We feel most deeply concerned to go on hand in hand in buildi.ng 
up the walls of Jerusalem, and after using every lawful means wo 
refer all to the great Head of the Church, who uses what instru.· 
ments he pleases to execute his own designs. We beg you to 
address all communications. intended for the committee, to 

the secretary, Mr. Joseph Bu.tterworth, No. 43, Fleet-street, 
London. 

Requesting to hear frequently of your"proceedings, in order to 
!.timulatfi our exertious in yOIU' behalf, we now flommend you to 
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A Letter from Home always alford. Comfort to a Missionary. 

God, even our Father; who- shall supply all your need, accordiuI:j 
to his ricQes in ~lory by Christ Jesus. 

We are, 

Your very affectionate brethren, 

Joseph Benson 
Joseph Taylor 
Thomas Rutherford­
Benjamin Rhodell 
William Miles 
Jabez Bunting 
George Whitlield. 

Thili letter was a great comfort to my mind, as well 
as a spur to my exertions in the work of my mission. 
In a foreign land the hands of a Missionary are apt 
to hang down, and his mind to flag, especially when 
he has cause to think that he is forgotten by his 
brethren at home, or that little or no interest is ex­
cited in behalf of himself and his colleagues; did 
those who are at the head of our Missionary concernli 
know the heart of a Missionary as well as the writer 
of these lines, they would seldom leave a letter un­
answered, or let a year elapse wit.hout sending at 
least a word of comfort, caution, encouragement, or 
advice to the brethren abroad; I have reason, how­
ever to believe, that these things are more attended 
to now than formerly, and that tHe old proverb" out 
of sight out of mind," is not allowed to influence the 
conduct of any of the respectable and worthy com­
mittee who manage the missions. If ever man needed 
comfort it is a foreign Missionary; solitary and insu­
lated his mind is liable to be deeply depressed! he 
does not receive the soothing counsel of a venerable 
.eHior, for there is none at. hand; he cannot,by di­
viding his grief with his brethren) lessen it, for he ii 

L2 
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We showld not be lavish in Blame when we are unwilling to set Example. 

often like a patridge upon the mountains, or a spar­
row upon the house top; thus he becomes the victim 
of silent solitary grief, and feels in .the kee?est ma~­
ner the words of the wise man, "V\ oe to him that IS 

alone; when he falleth he hath not aPfJther to IHeip 
him up." It is much easier to blame Missionaries 
than to comfort them; to enlarge upon their failures 
than to prevent those by judicious counsel aile! COll­

soling advice: those who frequently cannot how 
the relative situation of a Missionary, who can­
not judge of his motivEs because they are not 'ac­
quainted with bis situation, may rise up and make 
a long speech, condemning his conduct altogether; 
but, would some of these venerable brethren gn 
themselves, probably all those failures and misman­
agements would be prevented, and our missions 
would proceed in that harmonious and regular man­
ner that all would have cause to admire, and none to 
blame; and, until this is the-case we may animadvert; 
-we may reflect-we may censure, but they come 
with as ill a grace from a brother sitting snug and 
comfortable by a good fire-side, as from a general in 
genteel winter quarters, who, having committed the 
command of an important expedition to a subaltern, 
blames him for failing in his object from want of ex­
perience, when the fault obviously lay in the com­
man~er for trusting an expedition of importance to 
unslulful hands. If this appears severe, to whom 
do~s .it apply.? to no~e but those who freely censure 
MIssIOnaries III foreign lands, and yet will not go 
themselves. I may be told that I am but a yonng 
man,-that I know nothing; well then, as a fool, 
bear with me while I speak the truth, for who re­
gards my feelings when the truth must be told, 

And who is he whose scorn I dread, 
Whose wrath or hate makes me afraid? 
Doth aught on earth my wishes raise, 
Or thl! world's censure or its praise? 
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All the public Letters of Missionaries should be answered. 

I lament that there is not among us a regular code 
of '11 i~sionary regulations, applicable to all existinO' 
circmmtances, and embracing a variety of contingent 
events growing out of missions. I regret that there 
is not a person appointed to answer all letters received 
from Missionaries, and to write to them as occasion 
may require; for when a Missionary is three or four 
years without seeing any of his brethren, and with. 
out recei,-ing a single line from home, his mind is 
prone to sink, and few can bear to be forsaken and 
forgotten by all men.* But, lest my readers should 
thiuk. I am dehi! iog unrealized trials, I know the 
man, who, d", iI''!,' lhe first four ,'cars of his mission, 
never received a ~Iine from the mother country, and 
for the last lcur beVel' saw the face or heard the voice 
of any of his colJeagues in the ministry. I hope the 
reader will pardon the length of this digression; and 
now I will proceed. 

The little society in St. John flourished exceed­
ingly tbis winter. We had a number of awakenings, 
and in the midst of a most severe' winter, much har. 
mony and love; the cold was indeed intense, and the 
snow in general about six feet deep; ollr llO)!;sbeads 
of rain-water were frozen solid, and all liquids, 
less strong than ardent spirits, froze, unless 
kept underground, in what arc called frost-proof 
cellars. I know not the reason why New Brum;wick 
is so much ~older than Nova Scotia, unless it is 
owing to its being less cultivated, and more full of 
woods, rivers, and lakes, and perhaps its contiguity 
to Lower Canada may in some measure account for 
it. As New Brunswick is little known in England, 
and not unfrequently confounded with Nova Scoti.a, 

.. The writer does not insinuate-this is solely the duty of the worthy secre­
tariel! in London I tbey may have their hands full of other bU$iness, and be be­

-\ievel tbe~ hav ... 
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The City St. John, Capital of New Brunswick. 
e 

(although it is a distinct province and separate go­
vernment), I will detain my readers with a short 
account ofihe country and capital. 

The city of St. John, is built on tbe mouth of a ri­
ver of the same name, at the western side of the bay of 
Fundy, in latitude 45. degrees north, I?ngitude about 
6:J degrees and 30 mmutes west. It IS nearly oppo. 
site Digby, in Nova Scotia, and about twenty or 
thirty miles distant from the bay of Passamaquady. 
The town or city (for it has a royal charter) is but 
about thirty years old, and was first settled by royal­
ist emigrants from the United States, after the evacu­
ation of New York, by the king's troops. It contains 
about 500 houses, and probably 3000 inhabitants. 
It cannot indeed, boast of many public buildings; if 
we except the church, the steeple of which, recalls 
to my memory, the loss of a respected friend, John 
Venning, a native of Plymouth-Dock. This excel­
lent man and skilful artist, who usefully filled the 
offices of steward, trustee, leader, and local preacher, 
'Was in a moment precipitated from a scaffold (he was 
building the steeple) upon the roof of the church, 
nnd from thence upon a bed of rock, and was literally 
dashed to pieces. His death was mysteriously awful; 
but as he was one of those few who have no cause to 
fear death in any shape. his mourning friends drew 
{:onsolation both from the goodness of God and his 
genuine and unaffected piety. The Methodist chapel, 
on the foundation stone of which, I had the pleasure 
to preach, will hold nearly a thousand people, and is 
one of our best and largest places of worship in all 
British North America. There is also in the town, 
a court-house, academy, and barracks. The river 
is wide, and has a noble fishery for salmon, shad, 
,herrings, and sturgeon, which furnishes employment 
and wealth to several hundreds of the inhabitants, 
The tide, in the river, rises nearly forty feet,-a cir,: 
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The Falls on the River st. John, near the City. 

cumstance that renders the bay of Fundy famous 
through all the world; for perhaps, in no part of the 
earth does the phenomena of the tide bear such 
marked and striking characters as on the shores of 
this bay, along which, it rolls with a majesty alld 
grandeur I never saw in any other place, making in 
some places a current of from five to seven miles an 
hour. 

The trade of St. John is chief! y to England a[Jd the 
"Vest Indies; to the former they send masts, spars, 
and staves, scantling and lumber of all kinds; and 
to the latter fish, potatoes, pork, butter cheese, oats, 
staves, &c. &c. In times of peace they have a good 
trade to the United States of America; to which they 
carry gypsum (plaister of Paris) and grind stones; 
but this commerce involves much smuggling, and 
great quantities of contraband goods are heuce 
brought into the province. Two miles from the 
city are the fans of the river, which, at ebb tide, are 
grand and terrific. A body of water nearly a mile 
wide, and from 20 t.o 30 feet deep, is all at once 
compressed betwixt a bed of rocks, through and 
over which it rushes with such an impetuosity and 
force as no language can possihly describe. The 
descent is about 20 feet; the noise is terrible, and 
gives a tremulous motion to all the surrounding 
scenery; it covers the whole harbour with foam and 
froth, and diffuses a hollow roaring noise for seve­
ral miles round; and yet, when the powerful tides 
in the bay of Fundy rise to the level of the waters 
abov~ the cataract, veisels call go through for a few 
minutes, so that the river is navigahle nearly 100 
miles above the falls. Round the city for several 
miles, nothing beautiful or ch?rming attracts the 
eye; the whole scene is rocky, barren, and hill'y; 
perhaps Faulkland Islands themselves are not more 
dismal. Whoever travels through the world to be-
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The Prospeet round St. John extremely unpl'~"d:t. 

hold delightful scenery, clear streams, pleasani val­
Jeys and groves, must not go to St John. The 
whole landscape (if such it may be called) unites an 
assemblaO"e of the most forbidding traits of nature 
that (he btraveller could select. Here are irregular 
clumps of stunted spruce growing among the rocks; 
salt marshes, bounded by jutting and fearful crags; 
muddy creeks, wher~ swar~s of. pest~ferous J?us­
quitos annoy the nelghbourmg mhabltants; In a 
word, nature has stamped the impression of barren­
ness and deformity on all around, as if to serve as a 
foil to m;!ny of her lovely and enchanting depart­
ments; hence, the neighbourhood of Sf. John looks 
best when a vail of snow has covered its nakedness 
and concealed its sterility; howevel', to recompence 
these defects, all the blessings of life are brought in 
the greatest abundance down the river, in the summer 
season by boats, and in the winter by sleds; hence, 
the market is remarkably cheap; I have bought good 
beef for two pence per pound, mutton for two pence 
farthing, and fine fat geese for twenty pence each; 
for a fine salmon, weighing 12 or 14 pounds, I have 
given two shillings and sixpence. Roots were equally 
cheap; potatoes and turnips one shilling a bushel. 
But what is most singular, amidst this cheapness the 
wages of mechanics are seldom less than from seven 
shillings and sixpence to ten shillings per day. In 
the winter great quantities of frozen pigs, poultry, 
quarters of mutton, beef, and a variety of other 
articles are exposed on the sleds for sale. It is on 
sleds all the inhabitants travel, whether to church, 
to meeting, a visiting, or to market; they are COD­

structed in various ways, according to the taste of 
the respective proprietors; some are fanciful and 
elegant, others are plain and clumsy, but they are 
all admirably adapted· for a journey, for when tha 
snow is well b~aten you may travel in these vehicles 
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-
The int"vitab,le Dangers attending travelling upon the Ice. 

from six to eight miles an hour with the greatest 
possible easc. III these I have performed my j our­
nies up and down the ri vel', sometimes until as late 
as the latter end of March or the beginning of April, 
when the ice has been worn so thin by the action of 
the current beneath, and the sun above, that mvself 
and those with me, were ever'y moment appi'ehel~sive 
we should plunge into the abyss. Sometimes the 
melting of the snow in the woods raises the water to 
so great a height that the whole body of ice is loosen­
ed from the sides, and oftell cracked the whole width 
of the river; in this situation I have travelled many 
miles, sitting: upon the edge of the sled to prepare 
for a spring, as the awful cracks and wide gaps in 
the ice rendered the greatest caution necessary; fOl' 
should you plunge into the abyss, the horses gene­
rally sink first, and with a little activity those in the 
sled may escape. Almost every winter numbers fall 
a sacrifice to the dangel's that attend these' ice jour-, 
nies. One of my friends whose name was ,"Vatton, 
a class-leader, rode on a weak part and was seen no 
more. Another friend, Mr. Wilson, a member of 
the assembly, riding with some others, the sled and 
horses plunged in, and went directly under; he was 
saved by being thrown on the loose ice, but three of 
his companions never rose Some are lost throug'h 
imprudence and rashness; riding upon this fragile 
bridge after it is worn so thin as to give frequent 
warnings of the danger, A terrible accident of this 
kind befel one who had been a serious man, and a 
member of society, but who gradually declined, 
until he had lost all his religion> the form as well as 
the power, Being a taylor by trade, he frequently 
finished and sent home his work on the Lord's dav, 
and when reproved for thus profaning the sabbath, 
would, with impious humour, reply «it is no harm 
to borrow a little from the Lord provided we pay bim. 

)l 



90 THE NARRA TIVE 
=--

The Conversion of Colonel Bayard to J esuo Christ. 

again." This wicked practice w~s continued, untif 
riding one sabl?ath day upon the Ice, the horse and 
sled plunged In, and he wa~ seen no more. How 
often does Jehovah write our sin by the finger of llis 
justice: it is awful to trifle wi~h the.Almighty; heis 
terrible in wrath" and fearful In maJesty~ 

CHAPTER SEVENTH. 

TN tIle spring I went across the bay to Nova Sc'Otia, 
and exchanged with brother James Man, for a few 
months;. during which time I had an opportunily of 
once more labouring among my dear Ann~po1is. 
friends; where, as well as in otfler parts of Nova" 
Scotia, I had some cc plants of Illy hnnd and children 
of my care." Prior to my visiting_ Annapolis this se­
cond time, colonel Bayard (who retired upon half 
pay and ltyed at his estate, near the foot of , ViI mot 
mountain) had experienced the power of religion: he 
llad been a man of pleasure, gallantry and dissipation; 
and as is usually the case with such, an infidel and 
contemner of religion; ha\-ing however, many bap. 
tists and methodists in his neighbourllOod, he somc­
times fell into conversation with them. At length, at 
the request of Lawyer Aplin, he was induced tQ read 
Mr. Wesley'S sermons. Light from the Ho}y Spirit­
darted upon his benighted mind: his conscience was 
roused from its deep and awflll slumbers; in fine he 
became a true penitent, manifesting in a very particlI­
lar .manner, his compliance with good old bishop 
Latimer's adageJ restitution 01' no remission. Where­
ever he was conscious tlpon reflection that he bad in­
jured or wronged any man, he made ample satisfac­
tion to the aggrieved party, and wasin some instances 
~reatly imposed upou. Although be moved in the 
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DiviDe Grace wo.rks Miracleo ill the Moral World. 

higher circles .of life, he was not ashamed of the gos­
pel of Christ; his whole soul seemed absorbed in the 
thiugs of God. Hence, at his house, I have seen him 
read the bible in his family upon his knees, watering 
the holy testimony with a plentiful effusion of tears ~ 
after some deep and gracious exercises of mind, the 
,consolations of hope visited his soul; a radical and 
.genuine change was apparent in all his conduct; the 
man of gallantry and pleasure kneeled as a weeping 
penitent at the feet of mercy; the proud, daring, 
highminded officer was transformed into a little child ; 
.and the trophies of infidelity were laid at the foot of 
the cross. Never did religion gain a greater triumph, 
'Or infidelity lose a warmer friend; but what is there 
that divine grace cannot effect ;-the persecutor 
Paul, and the Emperor Constantine-the deputy Ser­
'gius Paulus, and the Ariopagite Dionisius-coloneI 
Gardener, in France, and colonel Bayard, in Nova 
Scotia, have all adorned its triumphs. 0 grace, how 
great and glorious are thy victor ies ;-it is thine to 
soften the rocky heart and humble the loftiness of 
man. If the desert becomes a garden and the lion a 
lamb, it is by thy power. Thou canst raise the ser­
.pent to a ieraph and the worm to a throne. Of pol­
luted, degraded and miserable sinners, thou formest 
the redeemed, the holy, the spotless inhabitants of 
heaven. Is the mountain levelled and the abject val­
ley exalted? It is th} hand which has performed the 
stupendous work. Thy bright beams illuminate the 
benighted soul and guide the pilgrim on bis way to 
bliss. If peace and joy visit the awakened sinner's 
conscience, it is from thy smiles; thou puttest the cu.p 
of consolation to the thirsty, and takest the burthen 
from the weary and heavy laden soul. Precious 
truth! "by grace are ye saved, through faith, and 
that IlG-t of yourselves; it is the gift of God: not of 
wox.ks) ltlst any man should boast," Salvation is ald. 

Jd2 
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The Conversion of a Soul to God gives Offence to intimate Friends. 

of grace; by this we lay tlle foundation, edify the 
temple, and bring forward the head stone with shouts 
of grace unto it.-Grace tunes the harps of ~edeemed 
infants in glory: it is the song of young.men in Israel: 
fathers in Christ join the blessed anthem-join it 0 
my soul-sing the blessings of grace-sing the tri­
umphs of grace-sing 0 sing to all eternity the foun­
tain of grace-the giver of grace-the gracious Sa~ 
,'iour-hallelujah-praise the Lamb ~ 

------ my all, 
My theme, my inspiration, and my crown; 
My strength in age, my rise in low estate; 
My soul's ambition, pleasure, wealth; my world; 
My light in darkness, and my life in death; 
111 y boast through time; bliss through eternity. 

YOUNG. 

Having received the Lord Jesus Christ, by faith, 
into his heart, he now wished to entertain the ser­
vants of God at his house; hence, I received a note 
from him, begging that I would stop and visit him 
on my way from Horton to Annapolis; and shortly 
after, the Missionaries at his request, made his house 
one of the regular preaching stations ofthe Annapolis 
mission; in consequenc6 of which, his gay and high­
minded friends became deeply offended at. what they 
were pleased to call n his meanness of spirit. The 
B--p of Nova Scotia told him he could not come 
to visit him as usual, because he kept low company; 
the governor, his former intimate friend, rode past 
his house without calling; and the governor's lad,. 
chose to be very witty at his expense, because the 
colonel had Jost his senses; a certain C--n offended 
that God had made the Methodists the humble in­
struments of conveying his truth to this great man's 
mind, was pleased to observe, «that his religion was 
only the half-way house to atheism;" while others, 
more charitably prophesied, that he would run ra,,':' 
ing !ll~d. Intelligent and candid reader, he pleased 
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Vital Godliness hated under the odious Tenns Fanaticism, &c. 

to observe, that while colonel B. was wicked in the 
worst sense ofthat term, an infidel, a man of pleasure. 
a' carousing, debauched, profane and dashing offi­
cer, no fault was found with him; but alas! he had 
become moral, serious, and godly; and withal w,as 
tainted with the deadly leaven of Methodism, whence 
be was no longer fit company fot' a pious clergyman 
and a venerable bishop. 0 tempora! 0 mores'! but 
God forbid that a line of mine should ever underrate 
,the character of a gospel minister-no, 

I venerate the man whose heart is warm; 
Whose hands are pnre '; whose doctrine, and whose life 
Coincident, exhibit lucid proof 
That he is honest in the sacred cause: 
To such I render more than mere respect; 
Whose actions say that they respect themselves. 

COWPER. 

But when a bishop or a minister is an enemy to all 
religion, save and except whatftows through the 
medium of canonical or high church episcopacy, I 
am ready to saJ-cc from envy, hatred, - and all un­
charitableness, good Lord deli vcr us," for where, in 
such a case, is th3 liberal and catholic spirit of the 
bi-essed Redeemer. Some of the colonel's relations 
begged of him, for God's sake, to think upon his 
military honour, and not tarnish his respectable fa­
mily and name with such a low drivelling· thing as 
fanaticism, alias enthusiasm, alias methodism, alias 
experimental and vital religion. The witty said, he 
kept three chaplains to pray for the good of his soul. 
And the wicked and incorrigible hated him, because, 
as a magistrate, he put the laws in force against 
swearing and sabbath breaking; thus, when a man 
of dignified station, becomes truly godly, his till'mer 
gay companions stigmatize and vilify him, and con­
sign him over as a person of little mind to oblivion 
and enthusiasm; so it often fares, 0 blessed Jesus, 
with thy pure gospel ....... « the poor re<;eiy€ it and the 
rich will not.". , 
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A Christian !llissionary must often be separated frum his Wife. 

H Not many mighty, not many wise,. not many Dohle 
are called." A great man esteems It an honour to 
serve his king, his country, his friends, or his mis­
tress; to face danger with the intrepid; or pursue 
glory and fame with the ambitious; bul it is ac­
counted weakness to serve God-miserable infatu. 
ation! when that which is our glory, excites our 
l)lush; and what should be our highest honour, is 
lowest in our estimation: Jet there are persons lofty 
in station, possp-ssed of 10w1 y minds; fome few raised 
to opulence and grandeur, who are truly poor III 

spirit. 
Hearing that my dear companion was in a danger­

ous and critical state, and [eeei ving a letter from the 
doctor who attended her, not very flattering, I 
hastened my departnre from Annapolis, and arrived 
at St. John rather sooner than the appointed time. 
Separation from wife and family for considerable 
portions of time, is an hardship which, whoever 
goes upon foreign missions, must frequently calcu­
late upon. On my arrival at St. John, I found both 
my deal' partner and infant in an afflictive and,:delicate 
state, from which they but slowly recovered. ]\fy 
dear wife had been dangerously ill, so that her life had 
been despaired of; however, this had been kept from 
me, and being across the bay, in the other proviDce~ 
I had no opportunity of hearing, or I might pl'ema~ 
turely have quitted my labours in Annapolis, which 
the favour of the Lord, had in several instances, con­
descended greatly to bless. While crossing the bay 
of Fundy, Providence again favoured me with a 
seasonable interposition. 0 may my soul never omit 
to record these delightful instances of the divine 
goodness: the recollection of them fills me with gra­
titude, pleasure, and confidence. 

Passing through the gut of Annapolis, a rough 
awl dangtU'ous placeJ I was standing 011 the quarter 
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A gractous Deliverance coming through the Gut of Annapolis. 

deck, observing the agitation of the waves and the 
velocity of tIle vessel, a gust of wind struck the 
packet, and shiftinglhe main boom, the sheet knocked 
me over the tafferel; the "essel was going through 
the water at the rate of nine knots an hour; God 
gave me presence of mind, and I catched hold of a 
rope; by which, to the astonishment of the captain, 
I was saved from a watery grave ;-thanks to n:y preo 
serving God, whose eye was not turned away from 
the danger of his poor servant, and whose arm was 
not impotent to save in the moment of difficulty. A 
Miflsionary's life is a life of peril; dangers and af­
lIictions are scattered on every path. My spiritual 
pilgrimage has been checkered with not a few, both 
by sea and land; but I have always found the pro­
mises either a source of consolation, an antidote to 
fear, or a sheet anchor of confident hope. M J soul 
magnify thou the Lord: my spirit rejoice in God my 
Saviour: acknowledge Jehovah as thy gracious de­
li verer; and from past interpositions, fetch the ma­
terials to furnish thy future confiuence. There is a 
God that mleth the world: the shields of the earth 
belong to him; and his precious promises are the 
staff of his people's hope. I have rode hundreds of 
miles upon the ice; have been IO'it in snow storms; 
have been benighted and bewildered in the woods, 
benumbed with cold and sun struck with burning 
heat; in perils on the sea; in perils in the wilderness; 
in perils on the ice; but I call heaven and earth to 
witness I never found one promise to fail. Trust ill 
the Lord ye his people; and to your everlasting con­
solation, be it spoken-" they who trust in Him, 
shall never he confounded." And 0 yeholy, faithful 
young men, \' ho go as Missionaries to foreign lands, 
or are already gone, ye have the promise, the provi-· 
denee, and the power of Jehovah for your protection. 
lIe will be with you in all lands, and under all possi~ 
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A deep Snow.-A severe Willter.-Many frozen to Death. 

hie forms of danger, suffering, and t~ial: sup~ 
ported by his Almighty arm) you cannot smk: com· 
forted h y his presence) you shall not despond: and 
protected hy his Almighty mercy) you shall not be 
forsaken. 

Sooner the lovely spring shall cease to bloom, 
The tree to blossom, and the rose perfume; 
Sooner the freezing north refuse to blow, 
And polar rocks resign their glittering snow; 
Yon distant blazing glory fail to shine, 
And purple figs adorn the grapeful vine; 
The hills remove, the rocks to atoms r('nd ; 
The mountains fall, creation's pillars bend, 
Than spotless truth to thee unfaithful prove; 
Or, God forsake the soul who trusts his love. 

I laboured in much peace, this winter, upon my 
mission, both along the river and in the city. Our 
congregations increased both in number and respecta­
bility, especially while the weather continued mode­
rate. Several found the pearl of great price. The 
members in office) were of the same mind with myself. 
We acted in harmonJ; and God appointed to our lit­
tle Zion, «salvation for walls and bulwarks." The 
winter was the coldest I ever knew; the frost was in­
tense, and the snow fell six feet deep. It was often 
my morning work to dig a passage from my house to 
the street; ill doing which) I have had to stand up to 
my girdle in the snow. Freq uentl y the lower win­
dows of the house were blocked up, so that at one 
time, we received our dim light through the medium 
of snow, which had drifted against the side of the 
house, and was seven or eight feet deep. So severe 
was the weather, that our meetings were imperiously 
suspended. We have been obliged to take our bed 
and put it under the stove pipe) in order to I(eep our­
selves from freezing. Several persons were frozen to 
death this wint<'r.-A man and his daughter, a girl 
about ten years of age, who were travellini" from one 
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The intellse Cold of the "rinter, 1805, in New Brunswick. 

settlement to another, at a little distance from the 
place, were arrested; the girl died in her fathers arms, 
and he, poor man, lost both his legs: before and 
after amputation, I visited the mournful sufferer; 
and never in my life did I see a fellow creature so 
mang)ed by the'frost; his feet literally dropped off, 
and his hands, face, nose, and cars, were all dre<ld fuJI y 
scorched by the trementlous cold: however, I had 
great reason tlJ believe that the llhocking calamity, 
was a mercy, sent to heal his soul. Several vessels 
coming upon the coast, were so laaen with ice, that 
they foundered; and others having all their ropes, 
blocks, and sails frozen, were driven on shore, and. 
the crews perished in the woods, being frozen stiff as 
blocks of marble. I had some Madeira wine in the 
house that became thick as jelly; an intensely cold 
vapour hovered over the earth and water, throug·1t 
which the sun endeavoured to penetrate with cold and 
sanguine beams. Iron, if exposed to the weather, 
was so frozen, that it became quite brittle. Vessels, 
in which water was left during the night, were found 
broken in the morning. My ink has frozen while I 
have been writing. I have had to wear my surtout 
during breakfast, though sitting before a large ma­
ple fire; and have seen the sr;lIed tea upon the table 
become cakes of ice. If I walked out, m)' whiskers 
and my eye-lashes were fringed with ice. The houses 
and the streets would crack with such violence as to 
alarm one. The thermometer was from 15 to 20 de-' 
grees below the freezing point; and I think it waii 
sometimes as low as nothing. 'While reading the fu­
neral service over a woman, who had died during the 
severe cold, my nose and ears had frequently to be 
rubbed, to prevent their freezing; and so much had 
die cold penetrated my body, that I seriously appre­
llended my lungs were frozen, for when I got home, 
~ly breathing was, with difficulty an~ labour, and 

,~ 
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Performed my Journits amidst great S"verity of Weather. 

till my wife <rave me a large wine glass of hollands, I 
scarcely k[)e~ whet~er I possessed .sensation ?r not. 
I was sometimes obliged. though with a far different 
motive than Cowper, intended to represent H just 
fifteeH minutes huddle up my work," and even for 
that space was obliged to preach with my top coat 
closely buttoned, Irr the weelt .nigh~s, we had to 
quit the chapel, and I preached 10 prIvate bouses;, 
these were more tolerable than our frost-bound cha­
pel, which, by reason of its being shut up, and with­
out a fire, was cold enough to make one think it in 
the neig'hbourhood of Tobolsk, in Siberia. lV.ith a 
little nriation, the language of Thompson is a hvely 
picture of such a winter. 

--------rrought around 
Strikes the sad ('ye but forests lost in snow; 
But heavy loaded groves alld solid floods, 
That stretch athwart the solitary vast, 
Their icy horrors 

Notwithstanding however, the severity of the collf, 
~everal were added to, the little flock.. My heart 
sweetl y em braced tlle Lord's work, so that I was 
disposed to labour with a1\ my might. My jonrnies 
upon the river aod grand lake \\'ere performed amidst 
great severity of weather ; sometimes the intense cold 
made me siek and faint, but never brougl!t on that 
deep drowsiness, which frequently ends in death. 
My greatest inconveniencies arose from having to tra­
vel niHe or ten miles upon the ice after I had preached. 
in the evening; bowe\,er, with regard e\'en to these, 
I could sa-y-" labour is rest, and pain is sweet, if 
thou my God art here." Our covenant meeting on 
the new :year, was the most powerful I had ever at­
tended; so great was the Holy One in the midst of 
lJ~, that a sentiment bordering upon awe, combined 
wIth some portion of astonishment, was evidently 
felt by many hearts: silen.ce, solemnity, and deep' 
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The Covenant Meeting a blessed Season.-Attended our little ~()nference. 

sobs expressed the first emotions felt by most present; 
but in a little time these were succeeded by sllch a p'e­
neral melting, wailing, supplication, and pathos, "'as 
rendered all heart~ like dissolving SHOW before the 
glorious sun. In a word, neither the frost nor snow; 
neither the piercing air, nor the cold earth, could 
IJinder many from attending the means: the divine 
'blessing was poured into many hearts: the Lord was 
often in our midst, and consecrated the cold of win­
ter by the fervours of his love . 

• 

CHAPTI1R EIGHTH. 

IN the spring of ]806, I once more recrossed the 
bay of Fundy, with my wife and little one. Our 
conference met at Horton, a pleasant and well-culti­
vatedpart of Nova Scotia, near the basin of Minas. 
On the day of our meeting, we had a total eclipse ofthe 
sun, which took place about two o'clock in the after­
noon. The preachers and tae.ir wives were all well, 
and felt much pleasure and affection at the sight of 
each othel·. W ehad much harmony in our various 
conversations; and, in a few days, accompanied by 
my wife, I Sf)t off for Halifax. Meanwhile, Mr. 
Black supplied t.he mission, in New Brunswick. 
'Ve spent a .pleasant and profitable summer in Hali­
fax; and in the fall, I returned to mv mission across 
the bay. On our journey, we stopped to "isit our 
esteemed and worth y friend colonel Ba yard, and 
found him full offaith, zeal, simplicity, ;nd loving 
meekness.-The interview was a blessing to my soul, 
.and an excitement to holy emulation and shame, par· 
ticularly during morning worship in the family, at 
which, it was his custom to read the word of God 
kneeling. and with such affection and tears, as maM 

N2 
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Crossing the Bay of Fundy a Squall Blew the Vessel OD her Beam Ends. 

it evident God frequently gives the same spirit to the 
humble reader, that inspired the hearts ~f the vene­
rable saints, who penned the Holy S~f1ptUl'es. ,I 
preached sever-al times to a number o/hls t~nants and 
the'neighbouring poor, to whom, SInce IllS c?l1~'er­
sion to God, his bouse has become a sort of relIgIOus 
Caravansa ra. 

Crossing; over the bay of Fundy, from Allnap,olil 
to Elt. John, we met with a violent squall, whIch, 
before tbe mariners could Jet go either sheets or hal­
yards, blew tbe vessel upon her beam ends, and 
Immg-ht the mainsail down into the wafer; the sea 
poured down the cabin like a torrent, which greatly 
terrified the females and passengers; m)' mind was 
kept in peace, and in a short time the squall ceased, 
and she rig'hied, as the cargo cou ld not shift, she 
being full of flour to the very combing of tbe hatch­
ways. How necessary to preserve the mind in the 
fear of God, (t for in the midst ofli fe we are in death." 
" Ofthas the sea confest thy power and "iven me back to thy command; 
It would not Lord, my life devour, safe in the hollow of thy hand." 

'Ve arrived safely the same day at our own hahi­
tation and among our old friends ;-thanks be to God 
for all his mercies, both on the wa,-es and in the 
wilderness. During this fall, my mind was deeply 
pained at the little prosperity attending the mission in 
New Brunswick, which, being' as it were, my own 
department, (not having another Methodist preacher 
in the whole province, save good old Mr. M'Coll, 
,,:ho, . li.ving upon the lines, seldom, or nevel' quitted 
IllS missIOn) made me feel a livelier interest than if the 
1a~ours had been divided among several. I ap­
pOlllted a day for fasting and prayer, and the Lord 
gave us a token for good, which was succeeded the 
folIo~ing wi.ntcr by ~ ~l.essed and delightful out­
pOll ~l~lg of hiS Holy SPIrIt. 1 had gone, as usual, 
t? VISIt that ,Part of my mission, which lay on each 
ilde of the flver St John, leaving the society to the 
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A precious Revival of Religion in the little Town of St. J oho. 

(:harge of the leaders and a worthy local preacher. 
who supplied JOY place in the pulpit. They ap­
pointed a watch night, at which, some special inti­
mations of the divine power and presence were mani­
fested. The holy flame kindled at this meeting was 
not a flash; several children became deeply affected 
with a lively concern for the salvation of their souls: 
A few young people, who had been induced to attend 
the preaching, prior to my going up the river, mani­
fested a more than ordinary interest in the meeting. 
What is a little singular, while up the river, I felt an 
impression to hasten down sooner than usual: added 
to which, the state of the weather not permitting me 
to travel, I returned to St, John, as fast as possible. 
and just arrived in time to adapt regulations to the 
new state of things; and these were the more neces­
'!lary, as some buddings of enthusiasm had begun to ap­
peal' in the infant work, and much reproach was grafted 
upon what the world called-" the blind zeal and 
singular excesses to which things were carried:" 
some wondered whereunto tllis would grow; others 
condemned the whole as enth usiasm and del usion, re­
questing that I would put a stop to the dangerous 
wild-fire, that spread in the society; such as shouting 
aloud, children exhorting, holding the meetings un­
til twelve o'clock at night, nay, until two 01' three in 
the morning, and several other things, that appeared 
equally strange and forbidding in the eyes of the 
world; however, after ;hearing all sides, and com­
paring the work in my mind, with alII had read and 
heard of the work of God, I did not hesitate to give 
my unqualified approbation to the leading features, 
resolving, at the same time, with as little noise, and 
as much tenderness and prudence as possible, to cbeck 
any thing that might assume an extravagant charac­
ter, and so bring the whole into odium and contempt. 
Prior to this awakening, the society consisted of 
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Some CirCllM5!anCesatteudir.,; the \Vork o~ God. 

about ninety members, and the usual congregation 
on (he sabbath day, betwixt two and three hundred: 
some of these were moral, steady per~ons; a few 
were members of the church of England;. and some 
were oftbe number of those who have no distind re­
ligious character: the former of these tool. great of­
fence; and as they had never seen any thing of the 
kind, neither had tlley themselves been subject to 
much religious emotion -Their strictures upon the 
exercises of others were rather severe. 

The subjects of the work as obsel'\'ed auove; were 
chiefly young people and children; many of whom 
}Jad been in the habit of attending the chapel, and 
were more or less connected with the members of the 
society. Its general influence, however, was greatly 
felt bv most of the old members, who were much re­
-vived "and stirred up to a display of more zeal and 
earnestness than they had usually manifested. The 
leading marks were oftlle following kind :-a number 
of children, from eight to ten years of age, were 
much wrollgbt Up-oD. These began to pray for their 
parents, audrr-prove and exhort others, at the public 
prayer meetings: some of them spoke for an hour to­
gether, both with great earnestness and propriety­
H out of the mouths of babes and sucklings, &c." 
The spectators were deeply affected with the novelty 
and fervency of the exhortations. These meetings 
were attended by greater numbpfs than the place 
would contain; and the exercises were continued, 
though in the depth of winter, until midnig'ht, and 
frequently later. Some, who before this, were luke­
warm, became much engaged; an uncommon ear­
nestness in prayer and supplication was poured out 
upon those who exercised in the meetings. With reo 
~ard to my~elf, I had great and unusual enlargement 
:11 my.pu~hc labours. God gave me singular liberty 
m deliverIng a series of sermons explanatory of the 



OF A lUlSSIOS. IOJ 

The ble .. eil Consequences of a Revival of pure Religion. 

first exercises of gracious souls, especially when first 
awakened and labouring to be justified by the law, 
or when coming to Christ for pardon and salvation. 
On these occasions, the chapel was greatly crowded, 
and frequently a solemn antl affectillg sense of God 
rested upon the assembly. After sermon, I went in­
to the desk and invited the mourners; or those awak­
ened, to come forward and join; many of whom pres­
sed through the crovvd, deeply affected, and gladly 
availed themsehrs of the communion of sainis; 
others seeing their boldness, broke through thcir OWtl 

diffidence, and joyfully cast in their lot among us. 
There were none of the rich and great impressed; that 
passage was only in part verified, "they shall all know 
the Lord from the least, even to the greatest. " God 
casts into shades the pride of man, and shows how little 
he regards either the glitter of wealth, or the pomp 
of grandeur: there was very little sIlOuting, clapping 
of hands, or wild-fire, such as I have often witnessed 
in the camp meetings of t.he Ulliled States. The 
outward profaneness of the streets was greatly dimi­
nished, and an air of morality was, in some degree, 
visible through the wlJOle town. The proud oppos­
ers of the work, could not deilY, but a great andvTh­
sible change had taken place ill man'y persons, who, 
before ttJis, were notoriously wicked; yet they 
thought it was all sham, and would vanish into smoke. 
Oue of the principal opposers, who got some doggerel 
poetry printed in hand bills, ridiculing the work, 
came to nothing, and was obliged to fly from the 
town in disgrace; old bickerings were done away, 
and much love and harmony prevailed in the society. 
There were irregularities, it is true; for whoever 
saw a genuine revi-val of religion without.them? But 
when the profane persecute. the proud scoff, and the 
self-righteous moralist oppose! shall these be laid at 
the door of the work of God? If tIlCse persons make 
disturbances; others ought to know that religiolt is 
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=====­ ----_. __ . 
Irregularities and Imprudence of some on these Of cas ions. 

not charO'eable with them. I grant, that some diffi­
culties I~ay arise, even from professors, .whose wis­
dom and piety should teach them beUer things. The 
untempered zeal of these warm spirils \viII, on sudl 
occasions, exceed the bounds of prudence and charity: 
they anathamatize all who do not coincide with their 
judgment, and condemn all who cannot see through 
their eyes; with opposers they have no patience, but 
fall upon them with as little mercy as Sampson showed 
the Philistines: hence, through their intemperate 
zeat the cause is often disparaged, and the innocent 
have to bear the blame of the guilty. Sometimes the 
\'ariolls exercises, stich as praying, weeping, rejoic­
ing, singing, exhorting, all blended together, and 
performed simultaneously, present a strong resem­
blance of confusion and discord; however, God's 
thoughts are not as our thoughts: upon the 
whole, there have been few revivals of religion, at­
tended with less irregularity, and more of thoseplain 
and decided characteristic marb, which constitute a 
genuine and scriptural work of God, 100 were 
joined to the society in about a month, which, in a 
place, containing only 3000 inhabitants, was no in­
considerable proportion. Most of these afforded 
pleasing evidence of a genuine change of heart 
and life: the greater part of them were ut­
terly ignorant of reli~ion prior to this revival. But 
as a letter written to Mr. Benson, at this time, will 
cast more light on this interesting subject, I need no 
apology fol' inserting it. 

March'15th, 1807, City St. John, New Brunswick. 

Dear Sir, 

I am happy that it is in my power to send you a pleasing 
account of the work of God, in tltis formerly barren part of the 
universe. For some time religion was at a stand in this and tile 

neighbonring pro.inee. It is tflle, a f~w now and then wer~ a~~, 
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L~tter to the Rev. Joqeph Benson V11 the \\'ork ~)f God in St. JGhn. 

ded to the p'eople of God, to supply the places of those who emi_ 
grated to other parts; but 1)0 reviml of trn~ piety had taken place 

in this couutry until this '\'il)ter. About a month ago the Lon} 

began to pour out ais Holy Spi:it upou us in a very l'emarkable 
manner, shaking the kingdom of darkness in many hearts, so that 
an alarm and distress became visible in the faces of numbers, and It 

cry wall heard "What shall I do to be saved I" This blessed 
,vork is still continued; some stone-hearted sinners have beeu 

awakened, and a number of little children both boys and girls hava 
been evidently changed by the power of the Holy Ghost. About 

eeventy persons have joined the society, and perhaps there are not 
fewer than thirty more under slight awakenings or deep convic_ 
tions., Curiosity or .imilar moli ves bring many to the meetingli, 

wheu either the cries of the distressed, or the exhortations of such 

as havlOllately found peace with God, touch their hearts, and fre_ 
quently from gazing and mocking they are brou,ht to solemnity 
and grief. Some who have come with the professed design of ridi_ 

culing this work of God, have been struck down, and constrained 
to cry for merey and salvation in the most heart_piercing manner. 

A few have been set at liberty under the word; yet the work hal 

been chiefly carried on in prayer meetings, to which great num_ 
bers resort, and will not go away until a very late hour. Early 
thii morning two young meu came to my house, and no sooner had 
I opened the door than. they both fell upon their knees, begging ear_ 
nestly that I would pray for t.em; I commended their case to the 

Lord in prayer, and then exhorted and encouraged them to look 

to the Lord Jesus for a present salvation;-one was much com_ 

forted, but the other went away in deep distress. N.ot a rlay 

passes but I hear of three or four that are struck to the heart; and 

~carce is there a meeting but some join the society; indeed, it 

appears to me, that if the work continue, all the young people' it!. 

the place will turn to GQd. 
In this situation of things you may naturally suppose that tltte 

enemy of souls is not idle, but endeavours to support his falling 

• kingdom. Dut, glory b .. to God, aU hill stratagems have hitherto 

o 
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Continuation of the Letter to IIfr. Benson. 

failed! , Much opposition has bp-en made to this work. Calumny 

and blasphemy, scriptnre and ridicule, promises and menaces have 

all been employed, but, thank God, without success. Noihil1~ 

can equal the firmness of the young converts; they stand unshaken; 

though almost every engine of hell has been made use oC to cause 
them to stagger and turn aside from the good way. The magis., 
trates and principal inhabitants cannot deny that there is a great 
change in the place for the better, as many of the yOliIig men whd 
are subjects of this work were once both loose in their principles and 
irregular in their practkes, but they are now new c~atures; and 
one can hardly go through a street of this little city without hearing 
the voice of praise, or seeing the young men assemuling together 
for prayer. 'What appears to me a pleasing circumstance is, that 
several of the young men have very promising gifts both for prayer 

and exhortation, which, if pionsly improved, may render them 
truly useful at a future time. It wduld aiitonish you to hear with 
what propriety youths of fifteen or sixtef'n years of age pour out 
th~ir souls to God in prayer; the fervency of their spirits, thi: 
evangl'licalness of their language) and the solemnity of their man. 
ner tend not a little to impress the minds of such as hear them, and 
promote the wOl'k. Some have been awakened by hearing tlie 
pray!'rs of children, while others Ilave been ready to say that we 
put words into their mouths, and teach them how to express them. 
selves in their prayers. 

Our little chapel is so crowded that YOll can scarcely see any 
tMug but human heads ; and the meetirlgs are solemn beyond any 
thing seen ill this place for along tiine. 'Often, towards the con. 

clusion, a cry for mercy begins, which spreads from one to anoiller 
till the union of the voices of those who are either praying, cry. 
ing, or rl.'joicing, forms what worldly people call confusion. On 
these occasions some are brought to taste that the 'Lord is gracious, 
and others alarmed with conviction, 'who, p'erhaps, in a few 
days, can aho praise a sin. pardoning God. 1\1ost that I hal''' 
closely examined give a pretty clear account of being cntto the 
heart 'for sin, feel thankfulness that they are not in hell, iee'their 
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A revival .of Reiigipn is like lthurial''- Spe~r. 

,{leed of "Sav,iou,r, ;lnd are convi,nced they must lead a new life or 

,be lost; hence, they are led tq implore forgiveness through th,e 

Redeemer's blood, and grace to h/!lp theD,l on their way to heaven. 

What makes th.is appear the more singular to some well.minded 

persons is the orde.r and stillness which were observed in the meet. 

ings priQr to thi~ period; hence, some who once thoug;ht well of 

us, now take the alarm at what they think enthusiasm •. A revival 

of religion is like Ithurial's spear, it makes persons assume their 

proper shape and character, and shows the carnal mind in itJ 

native and undisguised colours. Our meetings are become the 

common topic of conver&ation. Some wonder, some mock, some 

acknowledge the power of God, and severa.l not in society defend 

the cause to the utmost of their power. But, as yet, none of the 

rulers have believed on him. The good that is done is chiefly 

among the poor and middling classes of people. Since this quick. 

ening began, there has been a continual cry for books, especially 

hymn books. It would be a work of mercy indeed if some of our 

rich friends at home wonld send us two or three hundred pamphlets 

and little hymll books. It pail1s one to the heart that I have not 

books to distribute among the young converts, as many of them 

will be in dan~er from seducing spirits, and that doctrine of devils 

antinomianism. I have sometimes feared that the work of God 

among the Methodist!> wonld come to nothing in this province, 

but now I am abundantly encouraged; my heart dances when I 

!lee the young converts crowding to the meetings, or when 1 hear 

them declare their experience in the things of God, in a manner 

which is chiefly clear, simple, and affecting. 
I have now been seven years in this country, and, if consistent 

with my duty, wonld wish,. in about twelve months, to retnrn 

bome; not tbat I am tired of a Misiionary life, no, blessed be 

God, I am determined to spend my strength and my all in the 

cause of Jesus; bnt my health has suffered, and does suffer daily; 

,the extreme cold winters affect my breast in a very painful manner, 

ao.d s,ometimes render me quite unabJe to undergo the toih of my 

mission, yet, by the blessing of God, I have seldom lliuched, 

02 
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At this time only Six Methodist Missionaries in Nova Scotia. 

though sometimes the consequences have been very painful. In 
the discharge of my duty I have had many discouragements both 

from within and without, but what I have seen thi~ month past 

more than recompenses me for all my trials. The life of a Mis. 

sionary in such a climate as this is both perilous and laborious, 

b~t the presence of Jesus can sweeten every toil, and" make the 

wilderness blossom as the rose." One of our principal dilliculties 

arises from our being too weak.handed, too far separated from 

each other: hence our labonrs, for want of bring seconded and 

contiuued, have sometimes failed of snccess. 0 for more young 

men of steady zeal, unwearied patience, and active liv€3! then 

we might expect to see more fruit, and more flourishing societies. 

We are only six preachers in this immense tract of wilderness, aud 

if 1\1r. Black goes to Bermuda our nnmber will be reduced. This 

circuit, of which this little city is the head, extends more than one 

IlUndred miles towarlls Canada, and there is no preacher but my. 

self to supply it. I should esteem a 'line from yon or auy of our 

London friends a great favour. In the mean time, may the LortI 

direct YOl1 in the great work of s3ving souls, and make your life holy 
lind happy. This, dear sir, is the praY',r of 

Your unworthy son in the gospel, 

JOSHUA MARSDEN. 

During the ensuing summer, 1807, I devoted my 
time and attention to the circumstance of erecting a 
new chapel, as by reason of the revival, the place 
was become too strait for us; but as many of the so· 
ciety were hut in indigent circumstances, I had great 
difliculties to encounter, and much painful exercise 
of mind to bring my object to bear. however, in the 
name of the Lord, I was ellabled to look over 
the obstacles that presented; my motive was upright, 
and I believed God would open every closed door; 
nor was I disappointed; his providence redeemed the 
pledge his promise had given; and the same God 
who enabled Moses to build" taberna.cle in the wit· 
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A new Chapel erected in the City St. John. 

rleruess, and professor Frank an alms hOllse at Halle, 
and George Whitfield an orphan hOllse in the forests 
-oJ Georgia, enabled us to go forward with oUr 
design. 

\,Ve procured a frame for a building, 60 feet long 
by 42 feet wide; and I assembled the society, and a5 
many of the congregation as volunteered their ser­
vices; and having' bought the land, 'we dug the 
foundation; many others sent their carts; some fetched 
stone gratis; a few assisted to collect pieces of rock 
from the sea side and to drag' the various parts of 
the fcame from the river to the spot: after which, I 
invited from the pulpit, as many as chose to come at 
a stated time, and help us to raise the fmme. More 
than a hundred stout and able. bodied men came for­
ward to this part of the business; so we got the frame 
.of our new chapel raised after I had preached on the 
foundation stone, to about 500 persons. At this 
building, I worked with my own hands, from mortl­
Ing to night, during a considerable part of its pro­
gress, bodl as a motive to induce others, and also to 
help forward the g<!od design: the Lord gave me 
strength for the day, so that I know not that ever 
I felt my soul happier, or my mind more in peace, 
and in the way of duty, than when 1 worked all day 
at the new, and preached at night in the old chapeL 

In the summer, I made a begging tour around the 
head of the bay of Fundy, and visited many ofm,Yold 
friends in Membrancook, Tantramar, Pont de EuLe, 
Cumberland, Fort Lawrence, Bay de Vert, and va­
rious other places; and returning by the basin of 
Minas, crossed the bay of Fundy, from Patridge 
Island, and reached home in less than two months. 

Waving now laboured in Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick seven years; travelled many thousand 
miles under various discouragements, and in all 
kinds of weather, with some success and much un­
faithfu}uesi. Having laboured on various missions, 
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My Constitution sulfered severely in North America. 

from Annapolis Royal to the gulf of St. Lawre~ce; 
and from the head of the bay of Fundy to Hahfax. 
Having suffered severely in my health, byexposuc'es 
on the ice; in the swampy woods; in snow storms; by 
severe rains-damp clothes-damp beds-log huts­
travelling in the night; and laying upon the Hoor: 
havin<r greatly injured my lungs, and impaired my 
gener~l health, I wrote for permission to return home, 
~jgnifying at the same time, that if no other Mission. 
ary could be found for the Somers Islands, I was, 
nevertheless, willing to go, hoping, that should the 
conference appoint me, the mildness of the climate 
might contribute to restore my health, and enable me 
to devote my life to the cause of missions. In the 
annexed note will be found Mr. Benson's answer, 
accompanied by one from Dr. Coke, requesting me 
to go to Bermuda.* Having, therefore, done with 

* New Chapel, City-Road, London, October 5th, 1807, 

!\ly dear Brother, 

I was obliged by your letter of March 25th laot, especially, as it con­
"~ined so pleasing an account of tbe work of God io the city of St. John. I 

judged your letter so important. that I immediately caused it to be inserted io 
tb .. Magazine for July, which we were then printing. Since then we have ha<l 

similar accounts of an extraordinary revival at Liverpool, and some other part~ 
of Nova Scotia. Theseare published also in our Magazine this month, (October) 

and 1 doub,not, will be highly pleasing to all that are concerned for the progresiof 

the gospel. Nova Scotia and New Brunswick have been so long comparatively 

harren, being overrun with antinomiaDism and other destructive errors, that 
{his remarkable awakening iii as welcome and consoling as it i!i unexpected, and 

must greatly encourage the subscrihers to the missions, a3 ( am persuaded it 

does the Missionaries themselves. I hope great prndence and care will be used 

in watching over the soul. that have been gain~d, as well as every proper elfort 
10 extend the work .till further; and I tru,t, if the MiSSionaries in these parti 

be zealous, active, and diligent, at the same time that they are humble, meek. 

and devoted to God, the Lord will .how that this is but the dawn ofa glorioOi 
day in that remote part of the British Empire. 

I can easily believe you, my brother, when yon speak of the hardships YOII 

have endured, and that the extreme cold winters elfect your breast. I am 

i"re the life of a Misssiona.y, as you observe, must be very difficult and danger. 
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Letters from the Rev. Joseph Benson aod Doctor Coke. 

Nova Scotia, I may be allowed to annex a little 
poem, I wrote upDn my departure, which, as it was 
a tribute of my esteem, and a picture of my farewell 
feelings, I hope will not be considered as an intruder 
in this part of my narrative. 

A FAREWELL TO NOV A SCOTIA. 

Thou climate of cold, where the icy winds blow; 

Where the maple fire burns and the lofty pines grow; 

Ere I quit thy cold shores for a happier clime; 

I'll chaunt my farewell in a fragment of rhyme. 

ous, in such a climate as Nova Scotia: but the Lord has already recompensed 

you, by giving you to see such ble~5ed fruit of your labours, and will recompense 

you more at the resurrection of the just, 

The Conference would willingly have consented to your coming home next 

year, but as you signified thotyou were willing to spend some time at Bermuda; 

as you will see by the minuteo, they have appointed you for that island for the 

present, believing rhat it is a very likely place for the restoration of your health, 
and that you will be very meful there in the Lord', vineyard. ,",ccording to 

.undry letter. we have had fnom there, many of the inhabitants have a great Ile­

.ire to hear the word, and there is a great opening for the gospel, and a pros­

pect of doing milch good. I .hall be very glad of a few lines from you both 

before you sail for Bermutla, and after you arrive there. Praying that the Lord 

1I'ould both support you and ble .. your laboll" in hi' work. 

My very dear Brother, 

I rCllIain, your very affectionate Brother, 
JOSEPH BENSON. - Liverpool, Angust 7th, ISm. 

I am in the miclst of the hurry of Conference business. You aee by tbe 

., .. closed minutes tloat you are appointed to Bermuda; set offas soon as you pos~ 

.ibly can, and draw on me from time to time for what you want, at the Rev. 

Robert Lomas's, New Chapel, City Road, London. Mylove to brotber Black, 

as well as the other preilchers, Gotl ble" you. 
I am, DIy very dear Brother, 

Your'. affectionately and faithfuJiy, 
THOMAS COKE. 
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A Poetical Farewell to Nova Scotia. 

SeVEn years have I travers'd thy desolate woods, 

Thy bays, marshes, lakes, and thy icy -pav'd floods; 
'Vith tempest and snow_drift impeding my coullie, 
And icicles spangling both me and my hor~e. 

I've frequently pass'd in my snow_gliding sled 
Thy dark lofty pines that wav'd oter my head, 

Still humming a tune as I fac'd the cold breeze, 

Till (he snug little settlemeDt peep'd through the trees, 

N or, shall I forget in thy winters severe, 
When crossing bleak marshes and uarrens most arear, 
Full many a blessing has warmed my heart, 
Though the cold chill'd my blood, and my fingers wonld smar~ 

'Vith a joy unexprest I have often surveyed 
The cottage that cheer'd in thy wilderness ~hade, 
Though my lodging was cold, and the stars I could see 
Through the chinks of my log_room bright twinkling on me. 

'When the fierce blowing drift had the pathway eras'd, 
With my staff in my hand I've the north-wester fac'd; 
My saddle .bags over my shoulders well tied, 

I've trndged over the snow, for 'twas too deep to ride. 

How oft have I "'scaped by the skin of my teeth," 
When the ice was worn thin by the currents beneath} 
And when by the showers the torrents were rais'd, 
I trembled till past,-but delivered, I prais'd. 

Hence, learn, 0 my soul, to put trust in thy Lord; 
His care and past dangers be kept 011 record. 

Tile sea and the desert with safety are cross'd: 
TIe faithful-thou shall not in Jordan be lost. 

o scene of my labours, I bid thee adieu; 

I Jove thy rough climate, tho' liightleIi S. tQ view. 



II:: 

rdrewell to Nova Scutia continued. 

~======================== 

·When o'er the wide ocean I sail far away, 

I'll think of thy woods ;-for thy woodlanders pray. 

Though transient thy spring_time, thy winters severe; 
Though freezing and sea_fog encircle the year; 

Yet thy wilds have their game, and thy forests their storei; 
And kind are the natives who people thy shores. 

The moose in thy woods, and the bears in thy brakes; 

The trout in thy streams, and the fowl on thy lakes; 

Thy salmon, thy maple, and fine pome-de_terre,'i' 
A bountiful providence jointly declare. 

Nor do I forget that fair piety grows, 

Like an evergreen plant amid thy bleaching snows :. 

""Vho rules the green earth from the Oby to l\'ile, 

Has illumin'd thy wastes with his lucific smile. 

Thy forests and snow-drifts, thy marshes and bogs, 

Thy birch.co\·er'd wigwams, and snn-veiling fogs; 

Thy cold rocky soil, and thy winters ,everc, 

His presence can sweeten, his blessing can cheer: 

For 'tis not ill seasons or climes to impart 

The bliss that enlivens ami gladdens the heart; 

Spitsbergen's cold shores, or Born'·o's scorch'll isle, 
Can please if illumin'd with Jesus's ~milc ! 

That smile is a spring of delight to the soul, 

Though tempests arise and the fierce billows roli i 
It gladdens the desert, it charms the wild wave, 

Gives ease in affliction, and hope in the grave. 

y ~ high_coned pines, and ye balsamic firs! 

Ye maples so sweet, and ye quiv'ring poplars! 

• Potatoes. 

p 



1"U TIlE XARrtATIVE 

Appointment to labour in the Bermudas or Somers Islands. 

'Neath your shadest I have stood while ye heard me proc\a:im 

Salvation unbounded through Jesus's name! 

But ne'er slJaIl I wander thy woodlands again 
'Where silence and gloom,' brother foresters, reign j. 

Nor travel thy dre;try Penil1sul;t o'er, 

From the Canada gulf to the Al.lalliic shore. 

Farewell to thy plains, and adieu to thy hills! 
Th)" deep rapid rivers and wood_cutting mills! 
Th~ terrible snow_drifts, thy bleak torpid coasts t 
Adieu to the region of Eea_fog and frost! 

CllAPTER NINTH. 

J1Jission to the Bermudas OJ' Somers Islancls, 

Go plant the cross on every sea. girt isle, 
Bid the wilds blossom and the desert smile: 
Mak-e the reviving gospel widely known 
:From the world's girdle, to each icy zone. 

Being appointed to boom as a Missionary on the 
Bermudas or Somers Islands, it may be necessary to 
give a short account of these verdant spots in the cen­
tre of the ocean, or, as a poet who resided there for 
some time calls them, 

" These leafy iblets on the ocean thrown 
" Like studs of emerald on a silver zone." 

Beautiful indeed, in all that relates to climate fa­
voured with a serClJe and temperate atmosphere, blue 
skies, green yules, and constant summer; but in 
their moral state h:ibutary to the "prince of the 
power oftlle air." The Bermudas wele first known 
to the English through tlle medi um of the Spaniards; 
they were discovered by the latter in the year ] 522~ 
and by them designed to be the rendezvous for the-

t Th,e .A.uthor fre'luently preached ill the woods.. 



'OF A MISSION. 

Some Account of the Discovery of the Bermudas. 

return fleets of Mexico. A situation so convenient 
a design so. important could [lot have escaped th~ 
other countrIes of Europe. To the government of 
England. Bermuda must have been known; to indi­
viduals it certainly was. Cabot, I thinl~, mentions it; 
and Wm. May, who was shipwrecked here in 1592, 
speaks of it as a place generally known, and much 
avoided by all western navigators; hut it was not 
until the year 1609 that it excited much attention, 
and became an object of British speculation. III 
that year Sir Thomas Gates and Sir George Somers, 
crossing the Atlantic to relieve the infant colon} of 
James Town, in Virginia, met with a violent storm 
near the latitude of Bermuda, which separated them 
from the rest of the fleet, and reduced them to so 
leaky a condition that the Sea Ventufe (the ship in 
which they sailed) was a mere wreck, and kept from 
going down only hy the good providence of God, and 
their continually working the pumps, which they 
plyed for three days and thr{)e nights without inter­
mission; and when they were so far exhausted with 
the toil as to give up all thoughts of being saved, and 
11ad partly resigned themselves to the mercy of God 
and a watery grave, Sir George Somers, who had 
sat upon the poop of the vessel for three days and 
nights, most happily discerned land; whereupon he 
encourae:ed the men to resume their labours at the 
pumps, if by any means they might reach the so 
much desired shore; hope inspired their languid 
bodies with new energy; they made another effort to 
gain upon the water, so that beyond all human pro­
bability the ship 'Was kept from llinking, until she 
struck upon the rocks. The reader will here ob­
serve, that it is not the case as is generally thought. 
and mentioned in our geographies, that Sir George 
was shipwrecked here, but on the contrary, he found 
th8 reefli of Bermuda a desirable refuge from the ~ulfJ! 

p2 



lll> THE NARRATIVE 

The State of the Islands when first discovered. 

()f the western ocean: nor is this a solitary case; hun. 
dreds have had cause to praise the God of nature for 
placing these islands in their present situation,. as in 
crossing the parallel, from the gulf of MexIco. to 
North America, or from Europe to South CarolIna, 
Georgia, or the "Vest Indies, many leaky and half 
sinking vessels find here a secure asylum from the 
horrors of a submarine graw. The rocks on which 
Sir George Somers struck were so near the shore that 
with a little difficultv all the crew, J50 in number, 
were enabled to garn the islands, and to praise the 
Almighty for a mo.t wonderful and manifest deliver­
:tnce. It docs not appear that our distressed mariners 
escaped one danger to encounter another, or that 
they leaped from tbe waves of the ocean upon the 
tomahawks of Indians, the clubs of Savages, or the 
bayonets of gold-loving blood-shedding Spaniards; 
in short, they found the whole group of islands un­
inhabited; tile Spaniards who had visited these shores, 
not satisfied with the simn]e bounties of Datnre, saw 
no beauty in fragrant gi'oves of cedar, orange trees 
loaded with golden fruit, skies delightfully serene, 
and a climate peculiarly salubrious and fertile; in a 
word, they discarded this lovely group of islandi 
because they contained no quarries of emerald, or 
mines of glittering gold and silver. Alas! how has' 
that infatuated nation been verging to ruin, since she 
murdered the Indians of Hispaniola, slaughtered the 
unopposing and simple-hearted Mexicans, and open­
ed . the amazingly productive 'mines of Potosi. 
whIch, though they have enriched Europe and the 
world, have left her poor and insolven't, wretched 
and servile. 

The clime she won drew down an instant curse· 
Tltll fretting plague is in the public purse. ) 
The canker'd spoil corrodes the risiug state 
Starv'd by that iudol~nce, their mine& crl/ale. 



OF A MISSION. 

They ahl)unded with many Blessings. 

. But to return to our countrymen, who, by this 
time, had come to their appetites, and began to cast 
a wishful look towards the production of the island, 
in order to satisfy tbe cravings of nature, and recruit 
their exhausted strength, after their uncommon fa­
tigues; nor were they long left to doubt, whether or 
not, a bountiful providence had smiled upon these 
sea-circled rocks. Thev soon found shoals of fishes, 
plenty of hogs, wild rowl in abundance, and such 
store of eggs, that one thousand were gathered in a 
few hours. The country was well stocked with he­
rons; the woods seemed "alive with a varietv of other 
birds, and the shores swarmed with turtle. The 
common instinct of nature having drawn these, her 
children, to these beautiful and fertile islands, where 
the birds might carol their s9ngs to the author of crea­
tion; the fishes glide along the coral rocks without 
finding the treacherous hook or encircling net, andthe 
quadrupeds rove through the woods, and live upon 
the berries of the palmetto, mulberry, and cedar, 
witlfout becoming a mark for the murderous gun or 
heart-piercing arrow. In a word, our tars found 
plenty ofthe productions of nature, and liyed prctty 
well, until they built a pinnace, and sailed for the 
mouth of the Chesapeak, where they arrived the 
4th of May, in the year 1610, after a pleasant pas­
sage of 14 dap.-At what time the islands were 
more regularly and fully colonized, is not in my 
power to say_. from the slender information I possess 
upon the subject; however, it is more than probable 
that it was during the civl war, as the persons who 
settled in Bermuda, were chiefly Presbyterians and 
I ndependants; some have thought that Waller the 
poet, resided here some time. It is more certain that 
bishop Berkeley intended to found here a transatlantic 
university, and render it the emporium of learning 
fo): the weiterlJ world; but unhappily the captain of 
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Waller's Poetical Description of Bermuda, 

the "'ood bishop's ship missed this speck in the ocean, 
and to make a good land fall, ran for the continent of 
America, 

'rile first Town built lIpon the islands, was St. 
GeOfiYe, after its p~tron Sir George Somers, who 
.cndcd"his days here, and was buried in a spot that iii 
now used as a g'ardcll, where there is a little monu­
ment to his memory, "ValleI' has given us a very 
~nlendid, thou!"h entirely poetical account of the 
i~lands, which,'" upon -the whole, like most other 
visions of fancy, has nevertheless some little vcr­
"imilitude. 

Bermuda, wall'd w;th rocks :-who does not know 
That happy island, where huge lemons /irow, 
And orange trees, which golden fruit do bear: 
Th' IIesperean garden hoasts of none so fair. 
The lofty ced~r, which to h€av'n aspires; 
The prince of trees is fuel for their fires. 
The swe€:t palmetos a new Bachus yield 
'With leaHs as ample as the hroadest shield. 
Figs, there ulIpl.wted, thro' the fields do grow, 
Snch as fierce Cato did the Romans show; 
'With candy'd plantains and the juicy pine, 
On choicest melons and sweet grapes they dine; 
Ano. with potatoes, fat their wanton swine. 
Ripe frnits and blossoms on the same tree liye : 
At once they promise, what at once they give. 
So sweet the air, so moderate the clime, 
N one sickly lives, or dies before his time. 

Although this account of the Somers Island~ is 
poetica licentia, yet it must be confessed, that there 
is not, perhaps, a pleasanter spot on the surface of 
the whole globe, not excepting even the Madeira or 
Canary Islands; yet, in their moral state, when the 
writel' of this account first visited them, darkness 
and sin spread their desolations through every part of 
the otherwise lovely domain, It is true there wai 
one c111trch in each parish, with three clergymen be~ 
10~~ing to the establishment; and also a Presbyterian 
n:lU1l>tcf, who preached at a small church. in Heroll 
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Chllreh€'s small and iU-co!l~trllcfed.-St~te of the filac!\s. 

bay: notwithstanding wl1ich, th~ parishes, in general. 
'were only favoured with one sermon every fourth sab­
hath, and even {o this scanty monel of the bread of 
life, many of the poor blurk and eoloured pC0pk hat! 
no access. No calculations of either minister or peo­
ple embraced their moral prosperi!y; they were not 
allowed to marry, or approach the Lord'ti Lble; 
their children were often denied the right, of l,,;,tism, 
ami themselves hardly esteemed for any thing ub[ille 
strength of their limbs, or the yaiue of ILcir lauours. 

The contracted and ili-constructd bui:,:i";rs, ap­
propriatd for religious worship, were by far too 
8mall to contui:1 even all the white inhabitants: hence, 
the poor blacks, who were not employed in domestic 
avocations, were left io spend the sabbath either in 
idleness, amusement, or vice. ""Vith regard either 
to the knowledge or influence of vital godliness, I 
have too few evidences, to believe, that either the onC" 
or the other, formed any part of the religion oft he g"ene­
rality. Decency, politeness, softness of manners, and 
an agreeable vivacity, the off~pring of a pure and 

. equal clime, constituted, with a few exceptinm, all 
that either male or f{'mnle could boast as having the 
smallest resemblance of true piety. 

(n 1703, the mo:"al state of these islands became an 
ohject of the solicitude of that great and sllccessful 
M issionarv, Dr.' Thomas Coke, and from that time, 
his care never abated until in 1799, he, in conj unct .. 
ion with the conference, sent Mr. John Stephenson to 
aet as a Missionn!")" and preach the gospel chiefly to 
the black and coloured people,-a race of men, for 
whom Dr. Coke manifested the truest regard-whose 
welfare he promoted with unabating assiduity-and 
,to promote whose salvation, he spared neither cost 
nor pains.--Zealous apostle of the negroes,*' 

* That this holy man had his failings we will not pretend to deny, but they 
were such as arose from greatn~ss of soul: let those who look at his bird's eye 
error. throu~h the micro5Cop" 9f .evcrity tell u5,-Where i. (he man in the 1.'[0-
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A Tribute to the Memory of Doctor Coke. 

when will the African Negro find 
friend; or humanity and freedom, 
advocate. 

such aoo.thcr 
such another 

lVlr. Stephenson arrived at New York, on his way 
to Bermuda, the 16th of April. He had scarcely 
landed and made known the purport of his missiollr 

when the most scandalous alld ill-founded reports 
were circulated, to the inj ury of his character, and 

sent age, 'Who has done as much for the cause of God a~ Thomas Coke? 'Ylm 
has travelled more miles? Who has oftener crossed the Atlantic Ocean, ttJ 
carry the light of ~alvation to the 'western world? \Vho bas; witb such a spirit 
@f condescending charity, laid aside the gentleman, the philosopher,. aud the 
scholar, to teach negro slaves, and soften h.Y the healing balm of salvation, the 
rigours of their captivity? Who has more chearfully borne the burning ~un of 
the equator, or the rage of the marine-tempest, that he might can'Y the rOIl::io--: 
lations of peace to thousands of the distressed? ,'dtness, ye mighty forests o~ 
the western world! "itness how often Coke, amidst the silence of the s)'han 
temple, ha, called the cottagers of the v.ndemess beneath the shade ofsorne 
spreading maple, to behold the Sinner's Friend. He preached the gospel frOIn 
the j\1is~i5sil}pi to the bay of Ponobscut ~ and from the Chesapeak to 1'he waters 
of Ohio. \Vhere is the man who WetS more lavisb af life, more abundant in 
labour., or more \'rilling to 2uffftr? To the ardour of a seraph he added the 
wings of a dove; and, ooside cros'5ing'the Atlantic (kean sixteen times, ho,,, 
often bas lie crossed the turbulent stormy Britisb Channel and Irish Sea? Who 
can stand up, and, in the presence of Coke, put this inscription upon hi.:; own 
brow :-" in laolJurs more abundant r ' His meaDS Vier~ large; his charity wa~ 
larger; but his heart was larger than all. He was th<l most indefatigable l\1is­
liionary that thi5 HI' any former age has produced; and, had he lived in times of 
greater veneration for such labours. he might have been canonized as a !:laint of 
the Ii"t class, or dignified with the title of an apustle. To the toil-uegraded 
Africau3 he was an unparalleled benefactor; and if his labours to succour these 
outcasts of men are nut ranked with Clarkson's 4l11d \Vilberfol'ce\, it is only 
llt'cause they are less known. These gentlemen Jlobly broke their civil chaills; 
be pI eached deliverance to their captive souls, ,and hl'llllght thousands of them 
iuto the glorious liberty of the SOilS of God. The preaching of the cross was the 
darling object ofbis heart, and few manife~~ed equal ardour in dispensing the 
great truths of salvation. If he had Dot the commanding and irresistable elo-­
qnencc of a Whitfield, his dbcourses were impres~ i ,'C and affectionate: the zeal 
of hb Hfe was nut the blaze ofa meteor, nur the coruscation of a nor~hern light; 
it" as steady as the brightness of a lamp, and COlli(ant as the fire of the magi. In 
the decline of life, he manifested the ardour of youth; and ceased not to preacb, 
beg, travd, and \\ rite, vdth unabated diligence. To the foreign missions, hewas 
the almoner of the bounty of thousands; and if he wanted that correct calcula ... 
lating prudence which the rigid economy of;:~ F'ranklin might have suggested, if 
was because his great soul con:,idered every pound wisely wasted., which saved 
an immortal spirit. Those 'who blamed him in this respect never mo\'ed in the 
eame ~phefe; and those who slighted him made it manifest that they valued hi. 
friendship aEd labours much le~~ than their own mon~y. He was the drudO"e or 
c.:ilarity, and by the warmt.h of his solicitations, ofteli became obtru:;ive t~ the 
.rmrsim~nious, who, afraid of their pllr~e", ,d~lted to circumElcribc his u:icfulnesJ: .. 
.fi~t he 15 gone to an::.wer to his ov;n master for the management of hIs steward­
sh,p, who, [doubt not, has put bi, "{llde probo upon his faithful ,erva.Dt'. ~. 
!Jour" and ,r~ci<lUsly '\ eleomed bim \0 the joy of his Lord. 
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Mr. Stephenson's Reception and Treatment. 

the discredit of his mission. lJe commenced his mi­
nistry under all the disadvantages that prejudice, 
bigotry, and malice united, could scatter in Lili 
path. 

The man that mentioned him, at once dismiss'd 
All mercy from his lips, and sneer'd and hiss'd ; 
His crimes were such as Sodom never knew; 
And perjury stooctup to swear all true. 
His aim was mischief, and his zeal pretence; 
His speech rebellion against common sense. 

COWPER. 

The Governor of the islands, General Beckwith, 
Was not disposed to be very friendly towards him. 
and some of his excellency's minions and panl£.ites, 
were his sworn enemies, from the first moment they 
knew his errand to the island. A man that denounced 
oppression, and prea.ched against female prostitution, 
would not be acceptable where tyranny is legal and 
concubinage grafted upon profit and interest. Fi­
nally, his guilt attained the deepest stain and greatest 
possible altitude. He .bad ventured to preach in the 
house of a man of colour, named Socco, to the blacks 
and others of the neighbourhood; and from that cri­
tical moment, his persecutions began ;-it was a pe­
rilous moment for the friends of the Africans, as, at 
this period, many who owned slaves, were smarting 
under the abolition of this inhuman traffic, whic.h had 
recently taken place, and were not wholly without 
their fears of the further interference of the British 
legislature. in behalf of this injured portion of the 
human family. Slavery is as jealous of its power as 
freedom is of its liberty: hence, whoever touches that, 
touches the apple of a planter's eye. The situation 
"too of St. Domingo, made a deep impression on their 
minds, so, that whoever appeared in the character of 
, ami du noir, or friend of the blacks, was sure to be 
detested. Few would bear the thought of having 

Q 
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... 

The Opposition made against hi. preaching to the Negroes. 

them taught religion. * Cutting throats, murders; 
rebellion, illstlrrection, and in a word, all the hor­
]:ors, of St. Domingo were connected with the idea of 
enliO'htning these unfortunate beings, as though tlJ~ 
pur~, peaceful, and mild religioll of Jesus Christ and 
savage inhumanity were real friends ~ in short, a com­
plaint was lodged by onejustice Green, who coming 
to the islands in the capacity of an itinerant portrait 
painter, had accumulated a little money, and was 
finaII y lifted upon the stilts of the law, that he might 
overlook his surrounding neighbour!. This wor. 
thy magistrate was informed that Mr. Stephenson 
had been preaching in hi! parish, to a few blacks, 
whereupon he hastened to the governor, who, it ap­
peared,. had already imbibed a strong prejudice 
against our poor per§ecuted and forlorn Missionary; 
not indeed for having been guilty of immoral conduct, 
but because be had not studied greek and latin in the 
British universities, in order to qualify himself.o teach 
the slaves of Bermuda how to serve God anrl save 
their souls. Mr Stephenson too waited upon tne go­
vernor, but his prejudices had passed the rubicon, 
and a bill, under the patrona~e of his excellency, wal 
brought into the house of assembly, to hinder the 
most dangerous and disloyal thing in the world­
preaching the gospel to negro slaves. This passed by 
a vast majority into a la,w-a law indeed! worthy 
{lfthe wisdom ofa Laud, and the bi~()try ofa Bonner. + 

* To the honour of the Bermudians it must, however, be sajd,.. that slavery 
in these islands wore its mildest fopms, a~d' the blacks were more attached to 
their bomes and masters than would readily be imagined ;. a proof of this occur­
red during the Americaa. war: A vessel, navigated by Hermudian slaves, Wai 

fakeD aud carried, into Eostort, where they were aU set at liberty; however, 
they all except one man managed to get hack to Bermuda, pref~rin~ slavery iQ 
thOie plea,ant Islands, to liberty in any other place. " 

. t "An Act to prevent persoos pretending, or having pretended, to be Min­
Isters of the Gospel, or l\'lissionaries from allY religious Society whatever, and 
,-.at 'ovest,ed with Holy Orders, according to tne Rites and Ceremonies of Ch& 
(;kurcD of ElJiland, .r the ChurGh of SeotJilDd, from a~tiJli ao Preanheu." 
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A penal Statute enacted to hinder his Mission. 

'v: e shall. not a.t present, enter into the pro­
prIety or ImprOprIety ofMr: Stephenson's obeying 
tha:t p.recept 'Of our Lord-u If they persecute you ill 
one city, flee to another." Where could he flee? 
the law covered the whole Bermudian archipelago; 
he must cease to preach the gospel, or become a 
transgressor; besides, the same objection that might 
~e b~ought against him for preaching, would also 
ImplIcate many of the apostles and most ofthe primi­
tive martyrs. They knew that the laws prohibited 

"WHEREAS it is conceived extremely essential f¥r the due preservation of 
order and good government, as also for the better maintenance amI. support Qf 
"the religious pl'iflciples of tbe community of these islands, to exclude aU persoDi 
pretending, or having .pretended., to be ministers of the gospel, or Missionaricil 
from any religious society whatever, and not regularly invested with holy orden 
according to the rites and ceremonies of the chur.h of England, or the churcb 
of Scotland., from propagating any doctrine upon the ~ospc1 or otherwise.; WE, 
therefore, your Majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the general ""sembi,. 
of the~e., your Majesty's Bermuda or Somers Islands, in America, do most hum­
bly beseech YOllr Majesty that it may be enaeted. Anrl be it enacted by your 
l\'lajesty's governor, coonci), and assembly, and it is hereby enacted and or­
dained by the authority of the same, that no person whatever, pretendi.ng, or 
having pretended to be a minister of the gospel, or Missionary from allY reli­
gious society, and not regularly invested with holy orders according to the ritel 
and ceremonies of the church of England, or.the,cburch of ~cot1and, shall be 
allowed to preach or propagate in these islands., any doc.trine upon, the gospel, 
by writing or printing, or by SIJeaking to., teaching, or in any wise lecturing 
.or exborting any public or collec.ied audience whatever, and that any person who 
shall violate or act repugnant to this law hS preaching or propagating, writing 
or printing, or by speaking to, teaching, Of in any wise lecturing or exhorling 
any public or collected audience whatever a~ nJorcsaid, shall be subject and 
1 iable to a fine of fifty pounds, and to be impnsoned for the space of six 
months without bail or mainprize. 

"And he it further enacted and ordained by the authority aforesaid, that 
any person or persons admitting, or allowing in his, her, or their house or 
dwelling, to any ,prrson pretending, or having pretended to be a minister of the 
gospel or l\ilissionary from any religious society whatever, and :I1ot invested 
with holy or.&e-rs, according -to the rites and ceremonies afor.esaid, for the pur­
.pose of preaching or prnpagating any doctrine lljJGn tbe gospel, by wrJt~ng or 
printing, or by speaking to, teaching, or in auy wise lecturing., o.r e.xhortll,lg as 
.aforesaid any public or collected audience wbate,ver, shall be slIhJect and bahle 
to a fine of fifty pO'Undli, amI an imprisonment of six months without bail 
or mainprize." 

." Passed the assembly thi' 25th day of April, 1800, and ordered to be lai~ 
tefore the council for concurrence." 

J .<HIES TUCKER, Speaker • 

.. _COD~urred to by the councillhis 23rd day of May, 1800." 
HE~RY TUCKER, President . 

.. J. .. cale" t. Jkil ~4tll clay of May, 1800." 
eIWRGIii. JH;:CK WlTII., 
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1\1r. Stephenson violates the Law aDd is imprisoned. 

their preaching, and yet they did preach in defiance 
of those laws. Did we not forbid you to preach in 
this man's name, the Jews and Infideb might say; 
uut every resolute Peter would reply, «whether it be 
better to obey God or Man, judge ye." In this 
dilemma, MI'. Stephenson took council with his 
friends as to the line of conduct he ought to pur­
sue. Some or these advised one thing, and some ano­
ther, as most of them were afraid of the fine; how­
ever, the objections 011 tbis score were oyerruled by 
the resolution of a Mr. Pallas, who declared he 
would run all risks, rather than the seuant of God 
t'lhould remain silent and useless .. Mr. Stephenson 
gladly accepted the offer, as he conceived himself 
bound in duty, to resist what appeared to him an an­
tichl'istian ]a w: he, therefore, preached in the house 
of Mr. Pallas; they were both taken into custody 
alld sent to the jail in St. George's. Mr. Pallas was 
soon bailed out, but though several respectable per­
sons offered hail for God's minister, it could not be 
obtained; his crime was too black to admit of sllch a 
composition; his enlargemellt from a close and un­
JlCaItb y prisoll in a burning climate, could not be 
procured. 

That man should tlms encroach on fellow man, 
Abridge him of his just and native rights; 
Eradicate him, teal' him from his hold 
V pon th' endearmenis or domestic life 
And social nip his fruitfulness and use, 
And doom him for, perhaps, (a godlike deed) . 
To barrenness and solitude, and tears, 
Moves indignation; makes the name of Jawil 
Of la\fs, which only petty tyrants m~ke, 
As dreadful as the manichean God, 
Ador'd thro' fear-strong only to destroy. COWPER. 

However, this servant of God found, that imprison­
ment for the cause of Christ, was neither as unplea­
sant nor intolerable as some may imagine: the Lord 
abundantly fulfilled that beatitude_" blesiiied are 
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The Defence of Mr. S. hy Lawyer Easton. 

they who are persecuted for righteousness sake." It 
appears from his mftnu5criptjournal and several of his 
letters, which I have in my possession, that the con­
s?lations ?f th~ J:Ioly Spiri~ were most sweet and pre­
CIOUS dUrIng his mcarceratIOn, and he found thejoyful 
experience \.If. that divine line-" and ~risons will pa­
laces prove, If Jesus would dwell wIth me there." 
At the sitting of the special court, his trial came on, 
~Ild th~ugh he employed one of the most able lawyers 
m the Island, 1\11'. Easten, the present worthy chief 
justice of Bermuda, who made a most able defence 
of toleration, liberty of consciellce, and the rights of 
p ri vate judgment in all matters relative to religion, * 
yet the jury were requested by the chief justice to 
find him guilty: accordingly, he was condemned to 

* I am sorry that my limifs will not allow me to in3ert the whole ofl\Ir. 
f~a'3tcn's most able alltl CIOqtlClit defence uf 7\1 r. Sh'phf"n:;;on, and lib('fty of ("on~ 
"wienef'; 1!ovrcver, I cannot. dell)' myself the plt~:1''':n~ of giving my reatlers 3. 

~hort analysis of it: he b<:>gan by n}I',f'rvin; that the prisoner at the bar stood 
indicted for worshipin~ nod aC('(Jrding to his cOIl:-,cil'IlCe, or, i,l ot111::r ,Yords, 
lIe stood chargl~d with violat;ng a law tlmt it v;a'l both improper and impos~iblc 
to obey; fur it wou1d be easy to prove that ]egi!:Ja.tors might make la"s ,,,hie" 
it nOllld be t:le lTIot,t exahed virtue to \drlbte, as, for installC'e, ~ilt}\lld th~y 
make a law tu prnlilhit the won:l~lip cf God allor.:ctn::-f; ann that for Itf" 
pa.rt he saw no diIi'erep.ce betwecn cU:lctillg a law to probibit Ihe worship 
of God altogether, and on(', forhiddin,:';- mell (0 'n(Jr~:Jip God according tu 
their own cGllsciences. He Dl:lintainefl hy eloquent argument; that the law 
in question was cuntrary to the law~ of God, de::;tructLve of the Datural 
and unnlienahle l'ights of mankind, and oppo~ed to the fundamt'ntal sta­
tutCi of the British :Empire: hel'c he read Ihe Tole-ration Act, the- pl"eambll"! 
.of ~·Ylli·:h is t,.( A]!1l!;/:1.~/ God hJ).(h created the human mind free t COn5f'qucntly the 
right of )ri';.'2.t.::jl (~J.::'>l.(,:1t ill matters of rcli~:ion b and ever must be the uDa!i~lJ­
able df.i:'~ 0f m::. U:!d, and ought always to he held sacred and inviolable; the 
pro,bivlls ~f tl;c O1et are, thaI nil protestants shall have free liberty to exercise 
their rdigion, and by ~peaking, ,\riting, and p"hlbhing, or by all and an:, of 
the said ways and means, to invesligate religious oubjects, and by preaching 
and teaching to instruct persons in the duties of reIi~ion, in such man ncr as 
every such person respectively shalljutlge the most conducive to promote virtu!"', 
the happiness of society, and the eternal felicity of mankind,H He aLm read 
f'xtracts from tl~(' ""\'ritings of several jurists and philosophers, particularly Vatf'J, 
to prove that man i~ essentially and necessarily free to make lIse of his own 
('!holce in matter! of religion; that this is one of the rights man did not give up 
by tbe social compact, if indeed such a compact was ever made, at the organi­
zation of society, ns some theoretical writers have supposed. Thf' above i! 
ouly a faint outline of a most nervous and compr"hensive defence. The SUbject 
.,oyers a great deal ofg-round, and cannot be analyzed without evaporating the 
beauty, the ,trengtb, and the suitablenes! of hi' c1eir rea,oni~g, eloquent lall­
,guage, awl judicious felllltFlu. 
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Prrsecuting Spirit of some of the West India Islands. 

lufiCr six months impri~onment, pay a fine of fifty 
pounds, and also discharge all the costs of the court. 
The human mind can hardly contemplate a more in­
teresting spectacle in a Christian land, and under the 
mild auspices of a gospel dispensation, than to behold 
a minister of Jesus Christ, a Christian Missionary, 
standing at the bar of his fellow Christianll and citi­
zens, and before a Christian j ud ge, who condemn, 
llim to suffer pains, penalties, and imprisonments, for 
limply preaching the religion of Jesus Christ, whom, 
in one form or anDther, all Christian people profess to 
believe and adore. Such a sufferer is entitled to our 
wannest sympathy, and the cause for which he is op­
pressed, becomes venerable and interesting in the 
I;ilme proportion as the hand of power endeavours to 
crush it; Perhaps in no part of the British Empire 
has persecution proceeded with such a systematic de­
liberation as in our British colonies; they, as if dis­
regarding both liberty of comcience and toleration, 
both the rights of man as a moral agent and as a 
member of civil society, have, in eeveral instances, 
particularly in Jamaica, endeavoured to crush the 
ministers of Christ bJ legal oppression. Banishment, 
imprisonment, and fines have all been employed in 
their turn, and with a spirit worthy the days or 
Bonner and Gardener, of Nero and Domitian; 
they have marched forward with a bold and firm 
step in this career of oppression and inj ustice: in­
.deed, hardly any thing remains now to complete the 
. system on which they have acted but a few fires and 
gibbets; let these once be restored and the nefarioul 
work will be complete! 0 that Jehovah would 
cause the wrath of man to praise him, and restrain 
the ft!sidue of it f{)r his Name's sake. Meanwhile . . , 
It IS deeply to be lamented, that a dependant co­
lony, a mere nook and excresence of the empire, 
,-a. place, 1ha~, were it not defended by our 
Olrmles and naVIes, would not ha.ve existence, much 
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Mr. S. was happy in his Prison and preached througb the Grates. 

less a name, should so far beard and insu It. the mother 
country by which it is fostered and protected, as to 
make laws in open defiance of her constitution, and 
to the detriment and oppression of her citizen~. 
What! do the gentlemen of Jamaica, because they 
are so drilled and hackneyed to the exercise of op­
pression, suppoie that free-born Englishmen are to 
be treated as they treat the poor degraded and suffer­
ing Africans? Might not a stranger, seeing the 
privileges of our highly favoured island, with re­
gard to the rights of private judgment and liberty of 
conscience, be ready to exclaim-

Good heavens! is there ill these auspicious days, 
When reason, freedom, truth, and science blaze,­
Is there a spark of that detested zeal 
Which piled the blazing fire and form'd the wheel Z 
Does Julian live? does fierce Domitian reign 2 
Or savaJe Mary blot a throne again? 

But to return to our oppressed Missionary, though 
'imprisoned, he could not be rendered unhappy; man 
had deprived him of civil liberty, but God had hles­
,ed him with a nobler freedom. 

" He is the free man whom the truth makes free; 
And all are slaves be~ides." 

There is not a chain that hellish malice can wind 
around him, that his heavenly Father does not sweeten 
with the consolations of peace, and beguile with the 
sun bright views, that heavenly hope holds forth to 
the devoted soul. Our brother was not dejected, but 
often made the jail vocal with the Saviour's praise; 
and throngh the iron grate~ of his window exhorted 
the listening and often-weeping blacks to embrace a 
saviour. As an innocent amusement, and to afford 
him some relaxation and exercise, he cut the follow­
ing inscription in the floor of the prison, with hi. 
knife: " John Stephenson, Methodist Missionary, 
'Was imprisoned in thisjail, six months, for preaching 
tlu .,ospcl of J esu~ Chri-st to the poor negroes. B(,t·~ 
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Inscription cut on the Prison Floor.-Lilil" upon by the Author. 

muda, June, 1800. On which inscription, the writer 
of this narrati ve made the lines in the annexed note. *" 

The mission being thus suppressed, the infant work 
of God was nipped in the bud, and the few gleams of 
light that shone upon the poor Bermudian negroes, 
were darkened by the clouds ofpersecution. and were 
followed b'y a partial night. Things remained in 
ihis state, from the .rear I SO I, ti II the year I S08. 
Several Missionaries had been appointed, but, either 
from want of resolution, or some other cause, none 
chose to venture, save 1\1r. William BIad., who had 
so far arranged his affairs as to engage a passage fol' 

·lo In thought [ view the hoary veteran )ie, 

Peace in his hCjart and sorrow in his e)'e, 

A tear would now and then unbidden 1l0W,. 

A it-<lf of softest pity,-not ofwoc; 

And as he- mus'l) some peace-infusing tl~xt, 

J~xalts his soul fTem this world to the next. 

The" den of thieves" hccame a'" house (If pra)'('.1"" 

lVhile Gou\; much injwf'd mini:;tef \\ LiS there, 

And 6weete~t sou Dds through aU th,' priwn rZtI~w. 

Where fe1nn~s' chains dispread <1 doleful c1.::n.;. 

Oft through his gloomy portal:; iron barr'd, 

The bleeding Saviour'~ gospel he declar'd, 

Day after day, Ilis prison to beguile, 

And teach the jo)less solitude to smile; 

'fhe deep cut leiters on(' by'one arose,.. 

That give the short plain record of hi:) WOtiS .. 

So Paul and Silas shar'd a sim'lar doom,* 

TILUr~t in an inner prison's deepest g'looffi; 

The same their fate,-the same their D'}bJe z{'a1~ 

To saw~ the lost, and lmman woes repeal: 

These from a demon free'd the femule slave j_ 

fIe from the fiend poor Negroes sought to save. 

'The damsers master ~aw hi:; prospects wane;­

The Creole Cear'd his mbtrt's::. al,u hi3 ga~n. 

Such customs are not lawful to prevail; 

Away with each disturber to a jail ! 
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Determination to go to Eermuda in th;: Lord's Name. 

the island, and was only prev('nled from accomplish­
ing much more than has bern accomplj,:led: but the 
captain and passengers, wile!! they discovered that 
he was a Methodist Missi(lnarr, refused to allow 
him to proceed in the vessel, s'o he was obliged to 
fetch his trunk ashore ag·aill. Things were ill this 
state when the author receiveU the abovementioned 
letters, containing his appointment for Bermuda: 
an appointment that was as unwelcome to flesh and 
blood as" smoke to the eyes, or vinegar to the teeth." 
On a lofty mountain, and secure from the tempest> 
we may contemplate a stormy ocean with some de­
gree ~f serenity; but to encounter the foaming bil­
lows in a shattered little bark-all! there's the rub! 

Until the time of our departure, (for it was then 
the depth of winter) my dear partner and myself set 
apart every Friday as a day of fasting and prayer, 
and on one of these occasions found much comfort 
from the powerful application of those words in 
Jeremiah xlv. 5, "Seekest thou great things for 
thyself? seek them not: for behuld I will bring 
evil upon all flesh saith the Lord: but thy life will I 
give unto thee for a prey, in all places whither thou 
goest." Tbis, and many other precious passages, 
strengthened our determination to obey the ~pparellt 
call of providence ; it seemed as though I continually 
heard a voice from Bermuda, SaViI11!', "Come over 
and help us." Our dear fricnd'~ i~ St. John were 
unwilling to part with us; for God had greatly blessed 
our residence among this dear, kind; and simple 
hearted people. "Ve came among' them at a low 
time, and continued until we saw the little Zion 
in full prosperity: and now, like Abraham, we were 
going to a strange place and a strange people, 
we had cause to feel some painful emotions of 
hcart. 
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Sailed in the Schuoner Mary Ann.- Events on board. 

CHAPTER TENTH. 

ON the 17th of Aprit 1808, we sailed from the 
barbour of Sf. John, in the SchOOIlcr Mary-Ann, 
captain Beattie, bound for the island of New Pro"i· 
dence, one of the Bahamas, it being the intention of 
the captain, according to agreement, to lea \'e me at 
the Somers Islands, While we were getting under 
way, the captain, a civil man, and one of my former 
he~rers, cursed one ofihe men, upon which I gently 
tapped him on the shoulder; he stood reproved, and 
never to my knowledge, sv,ore afterwards during the 
whole passage. For several clap our weather was 
fine; we passed the gulf stream, and soon got into a 
warmer latitude. 1\1 orning and evening we had 
prayer in the cabin; profaneness was baIlished the 
vessel, or at least suspended; and I do not recollect 
that I ever saw an)' state of things at sea that so much 
resembled a church. The captain, the mate, the 
supercargo a:nd his wife, had all an exterior of seri­
ousness: hence, we had much harmollY and love; we 
S'ang God's praises, and on the sabbath day I read on 
the quarter decl;; those solemn and impressive sermons, 
of MI'. Benson on the second coming of Christ. 
This method, when introduced by singing and prayer, 
is sometimes preferable to preaching; for if a 
prea·cher speaks remarkably close at sea, some one is 
apt to think he is pointed at, and the whole often 
loses its effect. I would here observe, that, a Mis­
sionary should enden. vour to ell Itivn.te the spi rit of his 
master, and manifest the holy character of his ofticein 
all companies and in all places: this loving zeal, 
l)eaming from his conduct, will overawe the careless 
and profane; and the consistency of his actions will 
!peak more forcibly to the heart than the most eJo· 
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A violent Storm in the Latitude of Cape Hatteras. 

quent words. Our vessel seemed a little marine tem­
ple, and the waves of the ocean heard the sound of 
praise and prayer. 

When we were about a hundred leagues to the lee­
wal'd of Cape Hatteras, in North Carolina, a violent 
gale overtook us in the form of a squall ofwin~, hail, 
rain, thunder and lightning. I had observed during the 
greatest part of the afternooll, a portentious black 
cloud gathering in the west, and spreading with a 
_slow, but still darker and darker aspect, till it beat 
upon us with great fury: it wag so sudden and impe-
tUOllS, that my help was required to assist our little 
crew to take in all sail, lest they should be torn in shi­
vers from the yards. My dear wife was much alarmed, 
as was also the wife of the supercargo; but that beau­
tiful and encouraging hymn of Luther, was a source 
of support and consolation. 

Commit thou all thy griefs and ways into his huds, [mands ; 
To his sure trust and tender care, who heaven and earth com_ 
Who points the clouds their course, whom winds and seas obey: 
He will direct thy wand'ring feet-he will prepare thy way. 
Thon on the Lorel rely, so safil shalt thon go on ; 
:Fix on his work thy steadfast eye, so shall thy work he done. 

And a strong confidence, that both the faithless 
ocean and the florid earth are under the immediate 
control of divine Providence, calmed my own mind, 
and enabled me to administer comfort to my dear part­
ner, who had never before been in a storm like this; 
for such was the violence of the gale, that some al­
lowance may be made for even a Christian, feeling 
an apprehension of danger. The wind resembled 
successive discharges of artillery, and on the follow­
ing morning, (sabbath) the white topped waves cur­
led and crested their summits in a grand. and yet formi­
dable manner; but our little schooner, with her bead 
to the sea, vaulted lightly over the immense ridges 
with far O'reater dexterity than some bulky and pon­
Iilerous ships. When the gale subsided, we stood 

R2 
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Arrival in Bermuda, and Reception from the Inhabitants. 

to the eastward; the long rolling swells left by 
the storm, helping us forward to our destined islands; 
and on the 14th day from the time we sailed, we 
made Bermuda on the side least rocky, and the morn­
ing following, a pilot came out and carried us safely 
into the little cedar-circled barbour of St. George. 

Here I was a stranger in a strange land; I lmew 
not a single person; and was come upon an unwel­
come errand: hcnee, my reception was likely to be 
unpleasant, and the final issue of my mission doubtful. 
I had, indeed, that precious promise made to the first 
of all Missiollaries-" Lo, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the world." Some gentlemen came 
on board, to whom the captain communicated my in­
tention and character: but these manifested by the 
unpleasant and embarrassed manner with which they 
received the intelligence, how unwelcome such an 
event was, at least, to the inhabitants of Sf George. 
Not knowing' an individual in the place, I had 110 

person to whom I ,could apply for direction; my 
trust, however, was ill God; and this, in my present 
situation, was more than all the world beside. Ah! 
how forlorn must be the condition of that man who in 
similar circumstances is destit~te of such a soul-sup­
porting prop. Having a letter of introduction and 
recommendation to the governor, from my esteemed 
friend Colonel Bavard, of Nova Scotia, I hastened 
to the goyernmcnt-house, but his excellency being 
somewhat engaged, requested I would wait upon him 
in the morning. 

I enquired, in vain, for Methodists ;-the hated 
sound seemed to startle even some who appeared .as if 
they wished to show me civility if I had come upon 
any other errand: a~ a tumbler, buffoon dan­
cing master, or conjurer, I might have be~n weI .. 
come; but to preach the gospel, yea, and to preach 
tbe gospel to negroes: tbis shut up every avenue of 
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Painful Exercises or ~,lind on Account of the ~lof)my Prospect. 

~ivility, and ~endercd myperson as forbidding, as my­
errand was disagreeable. After mlleh difficulty, I 
learned that an old man, of the name of Palias, lived 
at the west end of the islands, who was a Methodist: 
pleased with this information, I hired a boat, and 
leaving my wife and child on board the schooner, 
went in quest of what, in Bermuda, was Rm'a avis 
in Terris, the only Methodist in the whole Berma­
dian archipelago. I arrived in Hamilton, in about 
three bours, and found a sickly old man, pressed down 
to the earth with poverty, affliction, and persecution. 
He gave me a long detail oftbe trials and oppositions 
he had met with, adding that the religious state of 
the islands was most deplorable, and tha't the few per­
sons raised up under the ministry of Mr. Stephenson, 
had fallen away; in fine, that thcprospett was most 
unpromising, and it was doubtful whether 1 should 
be allowed to preach, as nothing offir,ial had trans­
pired relative to the expiration of the persecuting sta­
tute: hence, he thought that no person would ven­
ture to admit of my preaching, for fear of the penalty. 
This information added a deeper shade to the ~loomi­
ness of my prospect, and fell with indiscribablc 
weight upon my spirits. I could not refrain from 
weeping at the desolation of the place and, probable 
failure of the mission, which had been the object of 
so many sacrifices, solicitudes, and prayers. I re­
turned to St. George with a heavy heart, not with­
out frequellt starting', tears, and mingled desires, to 
change my gloomy and unpleasant situation for the 
quiet of the grave, and an escape from the windy 
storm and tempest. My mind was sorely exercised 
with the situation and distress into which I had 
brought my dear partner, who was far advanced in 
her pregnancy, still on board the vessel, with our lit­
tle daughter seventeen months old, and no door open 
in the town to admit us to lodgings; every house 
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Had Consolation frum the Word of God. 

beinO" full of army and navy officera: yct-O the 
pity ~nd kindness of my Almighty Saviour; he sup­
Dorted me in the h()ur of conflict, anti having tried 
~y faith, he realized the expedient my situation re­
quired; and after my faith had blindly groped for a 
path, and my thoughts had been running; to and fro 
to find out what measures I should adopt; divine 
lio'ht, like the first rays of the morning; upon a bc­
nighted traveller, broke in upon my mind: we looked 
into the comforting bOfJ!.:, not for enteIiainment, nor 
yet for mere profit, but as a pilot in a storm looks at 
a chart, to find an opening among the rocks, or a 
passage through the dreadful shoals, that he may 
escape the shipwreck with which he is threatened. 
AmI fur ever be the Deliverer praised, all the scrip­
tures to which we were directed, greatly alleviated 
the exercises of our minds, as well as cast some light 
upon our stay. Although flesh and blood solicited to 
abandon the mission as hopeless. 

I knew much had been suffered by the J esuits/· 
Baptists, and Moravians, as well as by my own 
iJrethren the Methodists; and that much had been 
accomplished. The case of Jonah made me afraid 
to flinch, lest the Lord should punish my cowardice 
as he did that of the prophet. 'fhese words were as 

" 'I The Jesuits penetrated into the uncultivated recesses of America,civilized 
the ~"-";I:.!.:(·5', and won them to haui1s of jndll~try. The)' ,'isited the uutried 
r':"gi(Jn~ tJf .... iam, TOJlquin, and Cochin-China. They entered the vast empire of 
('hilla it .. df, insinuated tlwmselves into the confidence of that suspicious people, 
and numbered million') among their conH'rts. In India they assumed the garb 
and austerity of the Bramins; and bO::l'steu on the coasts of ~Ialabar of a thou­
!aml converts baptized in nne year hy a ~ing)c )1issionary. The)" could alii,. 
familial'i7e themselves with the magnificence and luxury of the court of Pekin, 
.or the 011 watrr anrl vc~etables like the Jo.~i,,: and whatever their adversarica 
may object to the loosene~s of their moral systelll, the conduct of their l\'lissioo .. 
aries Wit':> unimpeachable, otherwise tht"y had never attracted or prcsprved the 
veneration oftheirrlisciples.-If they admitted of relaxation, it was for them, 
and not for themselves. 
"T~at their sufferings were great, we have the most authentic evidence. The 

~~ead~ul m~ssacres in Chinn and Japan, proved them sincere; and, at least., a~ 
tHIC Catholics as all)' a.t Rome., or elsewherc."-BURDER.. 
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Scriptures that were applied to my mind, and rcndcrt'd a ,Ble~sing. 

the brightness of a lamp in the midst of a gloom: 
« rVho is (I'lllong .1Jou illat feareth tlle Lonl, that 
obeyeth tlle 'voice of his i5cr·v(lnt, that 7.falkcth in 
darlene,s and hath 110 light? let him trllU in 
the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God," 
But the scripture tbat seemed the most pointed 
against my dcserting t!:2 l~lission was the 42nd chap­
ter of Jeremiah, from the 101h to the 12tb ,crse: 
r< If ye will abide in this land, then will I blli/;! .1)011, 

((nd not pull you dO"cGIl; and I "will plant YOll and 
not pluck .you up; for I am 'with .yon, to sa1;e you 
and to deliver .1Jon: and I 7("1t shew mercy upon 
:vou, and cal/se you to 1'ei1tTil to your own land." 
This passage, which was given unto us in prayer, 
brougbt us to a pleasing acquicscence with the ~"ill 
of God, and quieted many of those anxieties that 
arose from the enemy acting upon a troubled sea. 
S(weral perwns came on hoard, who pri ratel y told 
the captain we should not be allowed to stay; meG:ll­
while the vestry of the church in St. George was 
called together to consult how they might best prevent 
my preaching, or send me from the islands. The 
honest hearted captain, who frequently went ashore, 
finding how matters were going forward, most aftec­
tionatcly urged me to stay on hoard, withal assuring 
me that he would give me a passage to the Jhhamas, 
and back fo Nova Scotia; adding, in his honest and 
blunt manncr, "lhe.1) are not 'worthy of a lIfissiol1-
ar.1) ;-Zet them die ilt thei1' sins." Most of those I 
had any intercourse with, carried their opposition ill 
their looks, as though I had come to spread a plague 
in the island. NC'Il'f were faith, patience, and for­
t it.ude broug,'ht to a Sf-rerer test than on this occasion; 
and, adored be mv merciful God, their efficacy 
g~'eatly reviled me i'n.the sinking. hour. I waite? on 
ItlSexcellcnc y accord Ing to appointment; he reeelved 
mc with much civility, alld assured me he would do 
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\Vaited upon the Gllvcrnnl'~ and obtained permission to IJIT:J.ch. 

all in llis power to further my miosion, for the sake 
of his friend Colonel Bayard. After some conversa­
tion respecting Nova Scotia, he sent for tIl<' aHuroe.,­
f"encral, and chief justice of the isi 3nds, to cOllsuli 
them, in order to know whether any law exist.ed t.(. 
11inder my preaching; the cbief justice examined my 
letters of introduction, civil recommendations, and 
other ministerial documents which I bad brought 
'with me, but still Gf:lIurred, because I had not been 
ordained in the e~tablishment. * The attorney-general 
had different and more liberal views of toleration ; he 
gave it as his opinion that no law existed to hinder 
the free exercise of my mission. The governor dis­
missed me, with liberty to preach for the present; 
hence, my next care was to provide a lodging for my 
wife and child, (for I had only permission to preach, 
hut no place to preach in); however, in this also 
pl'ovideuce interposed: an unknown friend had been 
round the town to try if he could procure some place 
either for lodging or residence; and having found 
two rooms, which an officer of the army just going 
to Halifax was leaving, I was, by his recommenda­
tion, glad to hire them; the), belonged to a man of 
colour, a respectable person, who, with his wife 
and famil'y, afterward became seals to my ministry. 
Having hired these rooms for one pound a week, I 
fetched my wife and child from the inn, where they 
bad remained since we carne on shore; and now, 
llaving got our baggage into our rooms, we felt as 
livel'y a satisfaction as though we were in a palace, 
so glad were we to get any kind of footing on thig 

* Alas! are all the ministers of th~ gospel in Europe and America imlJOstors 
who never came in at this door? Are piet:" wisdom, and eloquence counterfeit 
lIDless stamped in this mint ~ And will igllorance, protligaey, and bigotry obtain 
the pro~atum-est of heaven, merely became they are found in tbe path of clerical 
regularity, a~ias .. English episcopal establishment orders? I speak thus on account 
of the chal,lalll of ___ who was every thin~ th~t ~ ~ood ",iniilcr ,houW 
l'lOt ue. -. • 



OF A lI1IS~ro:\'. 

t:,mall Beginning~ often ('\'owned with a noble Resltlt. 
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lovel y territory of the enemy of souls. The following­
morning being sabbath, I scnt my coloured friend te) 
give notice that I would preach in the forenoon and 
evening; but alas! few felt much interest in the 
preaching of the go~pcl ; hence, my first congregation 
amounted only to eIght or ten persons, including- mv 
wife, the captain, the mate, the supercargo al1~d hi's 
wife, the rest were black and coloured persons; to 
this handful I delivered my first message,-C< Preach 
~he gospel to every creature." The beginning was. 
Indeed, a day of small things, but I was not dis­
couraged; I knew the Lord would not despise the 
humblest attempts, if undertaken with a" sincere de­
liire to promote his glory. The noblest institutions 
llave frequently arisen from obscure and inconsider­
able first attempts. Faith, patience, and prayer will 
surmount many difficulties. How formidable were 
the trials that checkered the path of the first chris­
tian Missionaries :-how small their beginnings, and 
yet how glorious the issue! Missionaries ought not 
to be east down became they do not at onee meet 
with rapid success. Perhaps there is no disposition 
more necessary to such a labourer than christian pa­
tience: it is not for them always to command a 
favourable issue to their ministry; the times and 
seasons are in the hand of God. If we sow our seed 
in the morning, and in tbe evening withhold not our 
hand, we have scripture reason to believe that either 
the one or the other will prosper. Did that patient 
and stedfast man, Swartz, when at twenty years of 
age, (in 1750 he arrived at Madras among the mil­
lions of Hindoo idolaters), did he form an idea that 
in sixty years India would, (through his labours, 
aided by the blessing of God), become a grand the­
atre of Missionary exertions, and a rich field of 
converts to the christian faith? Could the venerable 

"and indefatigable Carey imagine, when lIe first fir­
s 
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rived in India, friendless and almost alone, that by 
llis patient exertions the scriptures would in a little 
time be translated into aU the languages of the East? 
or, Had St. Aug'ustine the remotest prospect that his 
visit to Great Britain would issue in the universaL 
spread of religion through all parts of this highly 
favoured land?· Thus it behoves the faithful Mis­
sionary to wait with patience and labour in hope. 
Let him remember tbe venerable Paul, the ardent 
·Whitfield., and the indifatigable Wesley!" and re­
flect upon the trials, the fortitude, the patience, 
and the years of tedious waiting for success which 
exercised the first Moravian Missionaries in Green­
land, who, for six years, hardly saw a single fruit of 
their ministry! Let him look forward to a gra­
dual unfolding of the gracious designs of Jehovah: 
his kingdom shall corne though earth and hell 
oppose its majestic progress; fur, as the stars of an 
evening sl,y do not all appear at once, but one after 
another, so does providence, step by step, open the 
way for the march of divine truth, and Illumine the 
darkness of the moral world, till, in due time, the 
whole hemisphere shall be spangled with light, and 
the day will dawn that never more shall close. For 
the comfort of dejected Missionaries, we might show 
this more at large. For several years our blessed 
Lord had but a few followers. The apostles in some 
places were attended only by solitary individuals,. 
perhaps a few women, as in the case of Lydia and 
others. Religion in thO'se days resembled a grain of 
mustard seed, which in time spread its branches, and 
DOW furnishes tIle lod a refuge" and the faint a shade. 
The reformation sprung from a solitary monk and a 
few of his companions. From the insulated labours 
of John Knox arose the church of Scotland; the 
Quakers from George Fox and 'Villiam Penn; and 
the Methodists,. who are now between fotH' and five 
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Imndred thousand strong, eighty years a""o consisted 
of no more than six or eight young mcn, in one of the 
collcges at Oxford. 

The moral state of Bermuda presented, perhaps, 
as many difficulties in the way of a mission, as most 
other places in the western ocean. The labourer in 
this vineyard had to encounter three formidable evils: 
prej udice, ignorance, and bigotry; in opposition to 
these he had to lift the banner of the cross with much 
"patience, and with many fears of final success. 

The Bermudas (or as they are always called ill 
written instruments and other documents, the Somers 
Islands) are a lovely little clmter of islands, in lati­
tude 320 north, longitude 65 0 west. Their whole 
number amounts to several hundred of these, about 
nine are more or less inhabited; the rest are small 
verdant rocks, covered with cedar and sage bush; 
the larger ones are, the Main Island, St. ~George's 
Island, St. Stephens, St. David's, Long Bird Island, 
Somerset Island, Ireland Island, and Tucker's Island; 
these are separated from each other by small inlets of 
the sea: in some instances, the navigable channcl i, 
from a quarter to half a mile across, but the whole 
group does not occupy more than twenty-fi ve miles 
in length, and five in breadth; so that none of the 
islands are large, and the whole circuit of them may 
be sailed in a day. The population of the whole 
amounts to about twelve thousand, half of whom 
are black and colnured people: the rest arc whites. 
The islands are divided into nine parishes; five of 
which are destitute of Christia~ worship every sab­
bath. The poor blacks, as I observed before, were 
hardly beheld in the ligh~ of m~ral ~gent~; b~llce, 
every attempt to convey instructIOn to their mllld", 
appeared to their owners in an invidious light, and 
excited a suspicion that, in prop0ft.ion, as they be­
came enlightened, they would deterwrate and gro "f 

52 
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A brief Account of the Slaves, their Dispositiou, &c. 

,vorse; perhaps this may account fO.r t~e little pains 
which have been taken to reform theIr lIves, or to en­
lighten their benip'hted minds. In other respects, 
the Bermuda blacks were well treated, for with re­
gard to cruelty, very liWe oftbis is either known 01' 

practised ill the islallds, and yet there, have not be,en 
wantin~ inst!l!1ces of the most ferocIOus barbanty 
even in~these deli o'htful recesses of nature. The blacks 
themselves arc gften g'oodnatured and civil to one 
another, and remark;bly clean; many of them are 
lIeat and g;ay in their apparel, and some~hat p?l~te ill 
their address: they compose a race entirely different 
from the 'Vest India negroes-I mean the mere plan­
tation slaves: a Bermuda black man thinks himself a 
gentleman compared to one of these; hencc, there is 
not a greater punishment dreaded than that of being 
carried to any other island to work on the plantations, 
for there arc no plantation slaves upon the whole 
gl"OUp; they compose the principal pilots, seamen, 
mechanics and fishermen of the place, In their in­
tellect, the Bermudian blacks are rather acutc than 
stupid-they want nothing but systematic instruction 
and the infillence of g'ood example to bring them over 
to the knowledge and practice ofpilllty; being always 
suspected of thievishness, may account for their dis­
honesty; being deprivcdof their liberty, they may 
very naturally rcason that it is no sin to steal a little 
from those who have robbed them of their all;* their 
incapacity to gi vc evidence, may render them careless 

~. A Bt'rmuda hlack was one n;~ht taken in the act of stealing, upon which, 
th? person adures~ill.~ him, said-~' ('ato, what is the reason JOU are such a 
tln('f~ have you meat enough ?"-" 0 yes, massa, plenty. plenty :"-" what 
then IS the J'easou of your stealing ?"-" Massa steal to keep my hanc1 in? steal 
to keep my hand in, massa?" That disposition to theft, wid, which they have 
been. branded, must be ascribed to their situation, and not to any peculiar d~­
prav.lt~ of the moral. sense: the man, in whose favour, no laws of prop~rty ex­
I.t, pllJhabl~ feel, hImself Ipss bound to respect those made in favour of others. 
La,:s to !>eJust, must give a reciprocation of rights; and without tbis, they are 
~le~e arbitrary rules of conduct, founded in force, and Dot in COD sciencE" : and, 
It IS a problem, which I give to the slave hvlder to solve, whether the precept" 
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of speaking the truth; and if they see no religion in 
the whites, who have knowledge, can it be wondered 
at; that aping the manners of their superiors; they are 
generall y destitute of piety; no people in the world 
are more studious of imitation than the blacks,-they 
have their vocabulary of polite terms, their bows, &c. 
to perfection; they have also their balls, routs, yea, 
and even their laces and furbelows: I wish 1 could 
say that they went no farther, and that they only imi­
tated the follies, and not the vices of those above 
them; but a black man frequently has his mistresses 
and his haram as well as his master; nay, and should 
he get his liberty, and become the owner of a slave, 
is often more cruel, oppressive, and tyrannical, than 
the greatest white tyrant in the islands: towards the 
sick,however, they are frequently tender and affection­
ate; the black women make the best sick nurses in the 
world, and will manifest a degree of solicitude and as­
siduity seldom witnessed elsewhere; they are generous 
to a fault, and if they are lazy and careless, it is be­
cause they reap little or no benefit from their labours: 
the flexibility of their characters is a great obstacle 

,to their establishment in piety when they embrace 
religion; but as their feelings are remarkably tender, 
they are more easily won upon; if they are polyga­
mists, it is in consequence of their not being allowed 
to marry; they are very affectionate and remarkably 
social; their resentments are short and easily cancel­
led, having a good deal of the child about them, 

alJ'ainst the violation of property were not framed for him as well as hi~ slave; 
a~d whether the slave may not asju;itifiably tal~e a liUle from one who has taken 
all from him as he may slay onc who would slay him; that a change in a man's 
relative situ~tion should cbange his ideas of moral right and wfong, is neither 
"ew DO,. peculiar to the blacks. 1Iomer tells U3 it was ,02600 years ago. 

Emisu ger l' aretes appoainutai eur1.lopa 7ellS 

Hnneros eut' an min J{ata doulioD, ema elc.sin. ODD. 

Jove fix'd it certain that whatever day 
Man mak.es a slave, take' half bis worth away. 

NOTE" ON VIRQINB, 
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ObyislIl itsNature and dreadful Consequences. 

they are quick, but. it is soo.n over; tf.cachery they 
are unacquainted wIth, and If at any tIme they step 
out of their place, it is owing to the improper and 
unwarrantable liberties tal,en with them by the whites; 
in general, they are far less profal~e than t~e lower 
orders in Eng-land; and as for bIgotry, they have 
that common ~fiect of pride, ignorance, and super­
stition, to learn; in their houses theyare hospitable; 
and ihose among them who arc serious, feel as much 
pa.toral love for their ministl"rs as any people in the 
world. Some few among them possess a species of 
witchcraft, called Obyism.* This detestable impoi­
ture does not so much prevail in Bermuda as in some 
of the other West India iSlands, and is always re­
nounced the moment they become serious. In a word, 
many of the vices ofille blacks are the consequences 
of sluyery.--O that this reproach of humanity were 
for ever annihilated, 

A nd every isle amidst the western wave, 
With freedom glow, and blnsh to own a slave! 

.:1- This practice i~ pursued by a certain class of men, called obeah men, or 
,.:-onjurers-. These people" make u~e of a kind of poison in the exercise of their 
lI1:J;':;!C' art, wlJich is a ::;pecics of dO:2;'s bane, apocYllura ereciwn, and is deemed 
dne of tLe most deadly poisons ·with whiel! W~ are acquainted. Its symptoms 
are griping, inciillation to vomit, loss of appetite, frequent cODvulsions, hectic 
fevers, con:.'tant wasting of the body. 

That my render, may more fully omprehend the nature of these men, an~ the 
~lfects of tfl("ir practice, I will here i Ilsert an extract from the report of the agent 
nf Jamaica, to the commissioners appointed for the purpose of examining into 
the slave trade. 

"The trade which thest" impostors ('arry on is extremely lucrative; they 
manufacture and sell (Iwi)' obi('~ adapl('d to different cases, and at different 
p:irl's. A veil of m),ster:,' is usnally thrQwn over their incantations, to wbicll 
i,:f" lIiifJn;ght hOllr~ arr allotted, and every preraution is taken to cfJueeal them 
from the "-l1owled~(' anll di:icovery of the white people. The deludl"'j ncrrrocs, 
"'ho t.hnrntl.~hly. helif've in tht:ir supernatnral pOWf':f, become tJ1:e wil1i~g ac­
>L'empl!ccs of thiS f'oncl'uJOlnlt. and tlie stoutest of thrID tremble at the very 
"'!!~ht of tbe ra!!;g~d hllnd!e, tile ho[tll~, or the j·.c:;'!;·-~llello;, which arc stuck in the 
111.-1.1('h, or hUn.!.; over the door ofa hut, or upon the branch ofa plantain tree 
~o dctf'f rn.lrallders. In casc.;; of pohon the natural effects of It are by the­
Jg~?ra~tl ne~!Tf)f'S a~cribed entirely to th:' potent working of ohi. 

"1t.lllllnu...; so firmly prcposseszed, they no sooner find obi set for them near 
~;~~. ~oo~, 0: their hOll:e, or in t~le pat~ which If''ads to it, than t~ey give them­
.:J_.HS U~I tur lost. \tllen a ~t:gro is robbed of a fowl or IlOg. he apphe. 
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Some Buddingt; of a gracif)u-", \York amon~ the Blacks. 

CHAPTER ELEVENTH. 

I continued to labour with many prayers and fears; 
and though my prospects of doing good to the 'whites, 
were rather gloom'y, Jet a glimmering' of extensive 
use.fulness am~n~the black rmd coloured people often 
revIved my SpUIts and eilef'red my path. 1\1 y little 
domestic congregation ctHltinued to increase, so that 
by the time] had preached six weeks, the six who 
first attended, were multiplied to sixty, and some of 
these afforded visible signs that the word was not as 
chaff blown away by the wind of carelessness: at first 
I observed, that several whites and a few coloured 
people seemed thoug'htful; they would kneel at 
prayer and linger when the congTegation withdrew, 
that I might speak to them cOllcerning their souls. 
As I passed the street, I observed them more respect­
ful, and if I required any help, they seemcd to assist 
me with alacrity. After a short time, several of 
them, without my knowledge, offered to refund the 
money for some benches I had bought, to the value 

directly to the obeah man or wom~ll; it is then made known among his fellow 
l)lacks that obi is set for thC' thief, amI. as S(lIIn as the latter hears the dreadful 
news his terrified imagination bt'gills to work; no resonrce is left hut in the 
superior skin of some more eminent oheah man of the neighbourhood, who may 
counteract the magical operations of the' other; but if no one can be found of 
higher rank and ability, or, if after gainill~ such an ally he should still fancy 
lIimsdf affected, he presently falls into a decline, under the incessant horror of 
impending calamities. The slightest painful sensation in the head, the bowels i 

or any other part, any casual hurt confirms hi:; apprehensions, and he believes 
himself the devoted victim of an invincihle and irresisfable agency. Sleep. 
appetite, and cheerfulness forsake him;. hi~ strength decays; his dishlrbed­
imagination is haunted without respite; his features wear the settled gloom of 
de:.poodenry; dirt., Of any other ul1wholesonH' substance become his ollly food; 
10., contracts a morbid habit of b<ldy, and gradually Sinks into the grave. Those 
anomalous symptoms, which originate from cau!:oes deeply rooted in the mind, 
such us the terrors of obi, or from poisons, whose operations are slow and 
intricate, will baffle the .kill of the ablesl physicians." The obi is usually com­
posed of a farrago of materials, mo~t of which are enumerated in the Jamaica. 
law, viz. '" blood, feathers, parrot.' heak'), dog::;" teeth, alig-awrs' teeth, broken, 
1I0,ttlc., grave dirt, rum, and cJ>g-shelli." 
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of several pounds, and this Ijudged a sure sign that 
they had obtained some benefit by the word, yea, 
they cven went so far as to pay the hire of my rooms, 
which cost a pound a week; my prospect now became 
hrighter and brighter. One day Ruth Bascomb and 
Letitia Barvey, two respectable free persons, came 
into my room. and after some hesitation, informed me 
that the'y wished me to direct them Low they might 
save their souls:, these were the first buddings of a 
gracious nature that I had seen since my arrival, 
and they were as pleasing to my heart as the reviving 
sun to a Greenlander. 

Tony Burges, a venerable old black man, became 
a constant hearer of the preaching, and in a little 
time God took the scales from the old man's eyes, 
and though hard upon seventy years of age he began 
to read; and before I left the island, could, with the 
help of his spectacles, and spelling a few words, read 
a chapter in the bible. Jane Burgess (Tony's wife) 
SOOD followed the example of her husband, and be­
coming deeply convinced that shc was a miserable 
sinner, was glad to hear of a Saviour; she became, 
in truth, one of the most pious, humble, and affec­
tionate blacks I ever knew: several of their children 
followed the example of their parents, until the 
whole family were drawn to God. Sally Tucker, a 
most respectable black woman, who lived near my 
lodgings, desired to attend family prayer; God 
touched her heart, and Sally in her turn began to 
pray earnestly for salvation. One day, when passing 
her house, she came out, and lifting her hands and 
eyes to heaven, she said in the most touching and im­
pressive manner, (( 0 Mr. Marsden, I shall bless 
God that ever you came to Bermuda; God has made 
you '111.1) eye-lid. opene1'! My landlord, Mellory, and 
his wife, who were respectable coloured people, began 
to show some signs of a gracious nature. I should 
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not omit mentioning, that several young men, Mr.J ohn 
Darrel and Richard Higogs, with the three daughters 
of a Captain Rankin; alJ became close attenders 
of the preaching, and were graciously drawn to a 
serious ~nd impartial inquiry ancr divine things; 
these, wIth many others whom I could name, inclininO' 
the same way, and becoming reformed and seriou~ 
I formed into a little society, reading the ru les, and 
pointing out to them the nature of each, for all was 
new and interesting respecting christian fellowship;­
this was the first Methodist society ever raised ill the 
Somers Islands, about forty in number; I rejoiced 
over them as a tender father over a first-born son; the 
~eed that was sown in tears I now began to reap in 
joy; the design of Providence began to uLlfold itself 
in my appointment to the island, and 1 no longer 
walked with my book in my hand through the cedar 
trees and by the sea side as a solitary and mournful 
exile, unconnected and alone in the islands. For a 
great part of the first year, I confined my labours to 
the little town of St. George, which, though it con­
tains no more than 2500 inhabitants, was at that 
time the capital of the Bermudas. I visited the 
blacks at their own houses; gave tho3e who were bc­
ginning to learn to read, little phamphlets and tracts; 
prayed with them, and sometimes partook of the lit­
tle social refreshments they with the greatest neatness, 
cleanliness and cordiality, set before me. Occasion­
ally making an excursion into the country, among 
the other islands, preaching at Brackish Pond, Ha­
milton, Spanish Point, and Somerset, at the west end 
of the islands. My congregations were respectable 
people, who treated me with attention, politeness, 
and hospitality; but alas! they had need ofuothillg : 
they were too polite to treat me rudely, too complai­
sant to gainsay, and too innocent, moral, and good to 
ueed a Saviour. At first, my principal cndeavollf 

T 
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was, to remove prejudice, that a way might be opened 
for the reception of divine truth in its purest forms, 
The people in general, knew little of. those differen­
ces which agitate the Christian world III general, and 
enwreath so many thorns in the bands of brotherly 
love. They went to churcb once a month, and to 
them the church of England was, in religion,. what 
tha sun is in the firmament; and had they been ex­
perimentally acquainted with the pure and holy doc­
trines of the establishment, this would have been all 
right; but doc.trines and experience seemed to make 
no part of their religion: going to church was an 
apology for both the power of faith and the obedience 
of Iov~; and the best account of their creed I 
could ever get, was comprised in these two articles: 
first, doing no harm, and ne\'er having done any;­
second, doing all the good that lay in their power, 
To shew them that I was not an enemy to the church 
of England, I fl'eq uentl y attended the serv ice OB- the 
sabbath forenoon, and to com'ince them of the depth 
and importance of the doctrines which form the beauty 
and palladium of that cburch, selected subject~ 
embracing the first principles of religion ; such ali the 
faIl of man; the total depravity of human nature; 
man's misery, weakness and blindness, while aliena­
ted from God; that if any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature; that we must. feel the wickedness of our 
hearts;. repent of sin, and humbly and earnestlv ap­
ply to Christ for pardon; tbat by grace we are ;aved 
through faith, and tha.t without God's Holy Spirit 
we cannot do any thiIJg aright, but that God will 
give his Holy Spirit to them that ask him: illustrating 
these subjects by quotations from the prayer book, 
refering them to chapter and verse, and using 
that and my bible as my preaching companions, 
s~ that their prejudices gradua1\y gave way, and, 
light" even the pure light of gospel doctrine, shone.-
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by degrees, upon their hearts, and taught them that 
going·to church once a month, is not enough to form 
the Christian character. When I had to remove pre­
judice against the Methodists, w]lich, as t.hey knew 
nothing of us, (but through the mediuillof corrupt 
and lying representation) I had often to do, I gene­
rally preached from such texts as the following: 
H After the manner that they call hc-resy, worship I 
the God of my fathers? For as concerning this sect, 
we know that every where it is spoken against. We 
would know of thee what this new doctrine is? 
'Chou bringest strange things to our ears. They that 
will live godly in Christ Jesus, must suffer persecu­
tion. If anyone come into thy house and bring not 
these doctrines, receive him not. "-By these means, 
their 'prepossessions against us as a body, gave way, 
and many respectable people expressed themselves as 
glad that I had come to the islands: Stowe Wood, 
Esq. a respectable magistrate, invited me to his 
hou-se, as did also Captain Walker, Mr. White> 
Captain Newbold, and a number of others. Mean­
while, I omitted no opportunity to bring forward 
my little black and coloured flock in St. George: 
some of these afforded me inward delight, both bv 
their simplicity, their artless Christian affection, and 
the clearness of that measure of experience in divine 
thinD'S, to which they had attained. I was much 
plea~ed with their novel remark" and curious ques­
tion8: someofthem could give a pretty clear account 
oftheir conversion; some appeared to have had only 
comfort, as they.expressed it from the first: unde"r 
the word, they were silent and still as death; sel­
.dom (unless prevented by their owners) omitting an 
;opportunity of assembling together: those who were 
slaves could not always attend; but even these wil­
Jingly submitted to the greatest hardship, thu{ they' 

T2 
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Instituted a School for the Black and Coloured Children. 

might come to hear the word. To the houses of the 
free blacks I was always a welcome guest, and 

Oft have I in the black man's cottage spent 
The silrnt night in safety and content; 
Or, at his little table sweetIe sat, 
Havc> purplp figs and soft bananas eat; 
Glad to sllfrnsp a ;\cgro's face "ith joy, 
"By. the soft soothing of a calm reply;" 
His chiIdf'_'n's "yes all fix'd intent on me, 
'While on eaell ebon face a smik I see; 
Thenjoin'd the sable family ill prayer, 
And ask'd and felt God's sacred presence there. 

My mind was grieved that although a graciolU 
work was begun among the blacks) yet most of them 
were unable to read, so that I had no pledge of their 
stability and continuance; however, pro'fidence di­
rected me in this also; I persuaded one of the 
young men who had joined, to open a sdlOol for the 
children of the black and coloured people; this was 
the first thing of the kind that had taken place in 
Bermuda: I also wrote to Halifa-« for some spelling 
books, and these with the help of tracts, united with 
uncommon diligence and application on their parts, 
brought many ofthe boys and girls quickly forward, 
and these again taught their parents, so that I had 
the pleasure of seeing many of them make consider­
able progress in their spelling books and testaments: 
some ladies also, under the patronage of Lady Warren, 
opened a sunday school for black children, and even 
adults, which was very usefuL With regard to 
teaching them to sing, I had much less trouble; the 
hlacks have in general fine clear voices, and strong 
retentive memories; they possess a musical ear, and 
~reat facility of catching a tune; hence, the sing­
mg Was soon very respectable; but at first I was 
~yself "precentor, chaunter, priest and choir;" 
till an excellent young man coming from Eng· 
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land, greatly assisted me in this beautiful part 

of the Lord's service) by taking upon himself the 

trouble of tcaching both tbe whites and coloured 

people the rudiments of psalmody. All this time I 

preached in my own hired rooms) unless when in the 

country; in St. George some of the respectables IJad 

ceased to come, because they were incommoded with 

the blacks) with whom they would not intermix) 

even to worship God! Several of the slaves were 

cruelly treated, because they would not relinquish 

this way. The little society was called the <r Negro 

Club)" and they did me the honour to call me the 

"Negro Preacher." In the country, the poor blacks 

were not admitted into the apartment where I preach­

ed, but were obliged to stand round the doors and 

windows) listening with the most eager and inquisi. 

tive attention to catch every word; and when I came 

out they were ready to devour me with their eager 

and enquiring looks, which spoke louder than a 

thousand words)-have we no morsel of this bread 

of life? The blacks frequently spoke of it as a mat­

ter of great gratulation that l: had come to the island 

to preach the gospel to them, and seemed in some 

just degree envious of the whites, who, in some in­

stances, (over which I had no controul), would not 

allow them to come illto the congTegation; in a short 

time, however, providence cast m} lot more in the 

centre of the islands, and enabled me to remedy the 

above evil. 
The hot and suffocating closeness of St. George 

Dot agreeing with my wife's health, I removed to 

Brackish Pond, and took a house upon the edge of 

the sea, visiting my little flock in St. George every 

week, and often several days with the society) which 

DOW amounted to about fifty persons) twelve of whom 

were white people, who, notwithstanding the odium, 

had caId in their lot with us: indeed, joining' the soci. 
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The little Society in St. George hired a House, and fitted it for Preaching. 

cty in Bermuda at this time seemed like changing cast 
in the East Indi-es, so that !lOne who set much value 
upon the opinions of others (however deeply impl'es­
sed they were with the necessity of in ward religion) 
durst come among us. Several of the blacks attained 
much experience of the diyine goodness, particularly 
lame Hannah, of wh6m mention will be made in the 
sequel of this vrork. Peter Hubbert, a mulatto, 
was a pattern of piety; Mellorey, the coloured man, 
before mentioned,had begun to exhort; ~everal 
others bad greatly reformed their Ii ,-es, and had cast 
off tile practice of outward vices. The little con­
gregation, (for there was now a place fitted up on 
purpose, with a pulpit and benches) mostly blacks, 
was an interesting spectacle,-clean, decent, and 
many of them genteel in their appearance; they joined 
In prayer, SUllg, and heard the word, with all the 
solemnity, reverence, and decorum that might be 
expected from an old and well-established congrega­
tion of christians: they made me the arbiter in their 
Jitigatiolls; I baptized all their children, and now 
'that they were formed into congregation order, I 
gave the supper of the Lord to those who were the 
most serious, humble, and exemplary; and during 
my absence in the country I committed the care of 
th'e whole to the young me~ alluded to above, who, 
llaving begun to manifest considerable fitness, were 
remarkably useful in my absence. 

I soon fOl;nd that my situation at Brackish Pond 
was by many degrees too temperate a climate for my 
spiritual prosperity; I pt'eached on all occasions at 
my own house, and all round the neighbourhood, 
but litile fruit appeared; the word fen upon stony 
gr~)lj~d, the people were too polite, obliging, and 
afiecilOnatc to contradict any thing that I said, and 
Jet too moral, and religiom, to receive the humbling 
ooctrinc-" God be merciful to me a sinner;" hence. 
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Removed to Hamilton, and saw the Hand of Pro"idence in it. 

after matu rely considering the su bject, I concluded 
to remove to Hamilton. 

This place had been in Mr. Stephenson's time, the 
very focus of persecution, and from hence he was 
carried to an ignominious jail; however, I did not 
reason with flesh and blood, but took a llOuse at 
Pitt's Bay, and hired a long roum over some stores 
to preach in. I had occasionally preached at Hamil­
t-<>n in an inn, but few '-'>Quld come; Jet now mv 
11il'ed room was crowded upon the Lord's day, and 
often on the week night. I llad not been long here 
before the place became too strait for me; several 
respectable white females were deeply impressed with 
a lively concern for experimental religion; and also 
with the complete inutility of all forms and profes­
sions separate from saving faith ill the Lord Jeslls 
Christ, and love to God, and divine communion 
with him: two of these have since become united to 
two of oUl' Missionaries, and adorn the precious 
gospel they then found to be the power of God to 
salvation. Encouraged by these promising buddingii, 
and the countenance of several worthy and respectable 
l!1erchants, I drew up a form of subscription, and 
got a friend to go with me to the houses of several 
men of property, in order to solicit contributions for 
a chapel for the mission. Humanly speaking-, the 
prospect was rather gloomy, as there were few to 
whom we could apply who had not been engaged in 
persecuting my predecessor from the islands; hence, 
we had to combat the difficulty of human improbabi­
lity with the exercise of faith in God, and he who 
l1as the hearts of all men in his hand, turned, moved, 
and disposed the above persons to his purpose, so 
thatina fewdavswehad obtained nearlv six hundred 
dollarll; one g~ve 120, another 100, ;everal others 
50, 40, 30, and 20 each; and now I could perceive 
a.Ild blesii the providence that inclined my heart to. 
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Obtained a Grant of Land, and began to buiM a Chapel. 

walk calmly into the lion's den. But stilt I had a 
.JII1mUer of difficulties to encounter; where to get a 
piece of l:.lnd,-how to get a plan drawn amI execu­
ted,-how to obtain a master workman, and procure 
materials for the building. To a stranger in the 
isluuds, 'who had to carry forward the whole design, 
these appeared formidable obstacles; but they all 
vanished one after another. I petitioned the corpd­
ration of Hamilton, and after some demurs, they 
granted me a lot sufficienty large for a chapel and 
mission house. The lot for the chapel, they gave 
me; the other we were to buy. At this time 
a vessel loaded f01" the West Indies with lumber, 
put into Hamilton in distress, and sold ber cargo, 
from which I purchased most of the timber. I made 
the best outline in my power of a plan. My next bu­
siness \vas, to employ workmen; and this, after a 
little difficulty, we accomplished, though as I had no 
one to superintend, the whole weight of the busines~ 
fell upon myself. The weather was very hot, yet the 
Lord gave me such strength, that though arduously 
engaged from morning to night, either in having ceo 
dar cut for the beams and rafters, stone got for the 
walls, or riding up and down to solicit subscrip­
tions, to procure materials, or to employ workmen; 
Jet I never had better health in my whole life: the 
people wondered, and said my constitution must be 
like iron, as most of the weather was burning hot, 
and compelled others to take refuge in the shade, 
while I had often to spend from nine to twelve hours 
a day, exposed to the rage of an almost vertical sun; 
and then hasten to some appointment to preach, 
returning home so exhausted, as hardly to be able to 
pull off my clothes, and rising with new vigour, to 
pursue the same toil. J n this manner I got the found. 
ation laid and the building raised, under my own in­
spection; thus after preaching two years from house 
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Saw some Provision made for the poor Africans. 

to house in a su Hry climate, I had at leng:th the 
happiness to ascend a pulpit. and proclaim to I'our or 
five hundred people who met together at the opening', 
.~ This is none other but the house of God, and thisi~ 
the gate of heaven." I now also realized one of the 
objects nearest to my heart, tl;at of having 11 spot in 
the centre of the Islands, where the neglected Afri­
cans, might be raised to the digllity of worshipping 
God, without being separated from their fellow men 
like cattle in a stall. The chapel was no sooner built 
than it was filled; and I now collected together those 
whose hearts God had touched with the power of 
divine grace, and several respectable persons em­
braced the offer of Christian commuuion, amongst 
whom was Mrs. Albouy, a venerable widow, and 
her two daughters; these had always been moral and 
upright, and their acquisition was a great means of 
breaking down a wall of partition that separated 
several more who had been much softened and im­
pressed, but who hesitated to join for fear of reproach. 
The lady of Stowe Wood, esq. was, like Lydia, 
drawn to seek the Lord; she cast her lot amollgst us. 
Mr. Washington, of Nevis, added himself to our 
number; and Mr. White, a respectable sail-maker; 
besid.e these severa) young ladies were much impres­
sed with divine things, but the amusement and vani­
ties to which b'y their parents they were oblig·ed to 
conform, kept them aloof, otherwise tht')' constantly 
attended the chapel. 

My heart beiQg set upon the prospect of doing the 
blacks and coloured people some lasting good; I set 
apa(t one evening every week to instruct as many of 
them, as could possibly attend in the most important 
and fundamental doctrines of the go~pel; and I am 
persuaded that if this method had been continued by 
my successors, the society would not have fallen 
Ilway from 136 to 68, notwithstanding, there have 

1i 



1st- THE NARRATIVE 

The Negro.s singular iD tbeir mode of relating their Experience. 

been two Mis!ionaries in the islands. Regular. preach­
ing may answer very well where the blacks are already 
endued with the knowledge of divine things; but it 
is hardly possible to conceive the ignor.ance and sim­
plicity of an African mind prior to such a state. 
\Vere I to detail several of the various dialogue~ 
which I held with these children ofna.ture, they would 
gi ve a ludicrous appearance to the pages of this nar­
rative. A black person is formed to feel rather than 
reason; their ideas of reli-gion, are generally simple 
and striking ;,--f< Dat sermon do me good. Massa~ 
Jesus Christ very precious to my soul. Dis wicked 
heart very 12allghty, massa. .Jesus Christ say 
break you. bad heart; den bad thoughts come;- Je­
sus Christ say, get away yort bad thoughts. DB­
vil come, say, YOll mine Negro; den tink no use 
p1'ay; but de Lord Jesus say, pray 012, old Sam be 
liar. Sophia, a poor original African, was deeply 
awakened at the meetings, and was for some time in­
a state bordering upon despair; the poor creature 
was afraid to cat, and thought she was always sinning: 
she spoke little English, and was a picture of nature 
and simplicity. Going frequently to the house of 
her mastel', she would, in her brol{cn and nearly 
unintelligible manner, tell me her experience, and 
when my wife encouraged her to pray, Sophia 
would reply, Temptation say, don't pray,-God 
no hear poor Africans; God fl7.vay up in de skies~ 
he no look down on such poor igno'rant miserable 
negur as Sophy; can't hear, can't hear her pray., 
Den Holy Spirit say, pray on, pray on, tell how 
Jesu, Christ, God's Son, stand wid arms st'f'etched­
out to save POO1' sinner. Den temptation say, say 
Sophy too bad, too wicked. Den I tink I see his 
blood .flow from de blessed side for my poor soul." 
Some however, were not without a considerable' 
portion of intellect, and in these,_ th~ knowled~e e-fr. 
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(li~ine things was more distinct, their experience more 
umform, and in many respects not inferior to many 
whites; their passions are easily kindled, so that all 
they know is warm from the heart, and stamped in the 
mint of sincerity. The Hamilton blacks wished me to 
teach them to read, as many of the blacks in St. George 
looked over the heads of their fellows in this re.pect ; 
and, whimsically herculean as this task may appear, I 
did not think it either foreign from my province, or 
beyond my power, and I am persuaded if our mission 
committee were to make some 'provision for African 
schoolmasters, and our Missionaries would take more 
pains on this head, the good we do in the West 
Indies weuld be more per-manent, the societies would 
be less fluctuating, and the benefit conferred upon 
those poor outcasts of men would be ten to one 
greater than at present; for how painful is it to be 
preaching from a book, the contents of which they 
are utterly unacquainted with, and to the beauty and 
excellence of which they must, at least, be partially 
blind. I am convinced that sunday schools in our 
'Vest India plantations, would be the noblest work 
of charity that man could engage in, and the greatest 
-help to a mission that could possibly be contem­
plated. I am, nevertheless, well aware that tbey 
would meet with decided opposition from those who 
wish to consider Negroes only as beasts of burden, 
and sink their minds to a level with their circum­
stances. A host of arguments the body guard of 
oppression would withstand, their being ta.ught" they 
will not be .so subservient-they will be dlscontented, 
rebellious, and insubordinate--they will not keep 
their place-they will think themielves upon a level 
with the whites," would bethe logic used; however, 
a thousand such assertions have not the weight of half 
an argument. The objection that they have no ca­
pacitiei, is both foolish and untrue; for, how can we 

T2 
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Made some useful Attempts to teach them to read. 

tell unless we make the trial? but those who have 
made the trial can refute the allegation, which, at 
best, has but the shadow of truth. I know an emi­
nent writer (Mr. Jefferson, late president of the 
United States) has said a good deal upon the sub­
ject, but to what purpose? surely he has not pro,'ed 
that they cunnot become good men and true Chris­
tians! A black will learn to read nearly as soon as 
a white, has un excellent memory, a fine ear for 
singing, and- a voice as sonorous as an instrument; 
and, whether we follow them to the wilds of Africa, 
or the cane plantations of the "Vest Indies, with a 
few exceptions, they possess a feeling and frie~dlJ 
Ileart. But, to return, I began a sunday school, 
and, to encourage otbers, attended and taugbt ill it 
myself; and a pious female (now married to one of 
our Missionaries) devoted herself to the instruction 
of the slaves in the cbapel, so that numbers learned 
to read the new testament whose minds were formerly 
covered with the rust of ignorance, and degraded by 
the practice of vice. In my peregrinations up and 
down the islands, it gave me heart-felt satisfaction 
to see them frequently sitting in tbe road with a 
spelling book in tbeir hands, conning over the part. 
tbey wisbed to learn; and wben they had made some 
improvements, I gave tbem testaments and tracts, 
and as tbey bad but few hymn books, composed a 
little pamphlet of hymns purposely for their use.* 

.. This little pamphlet alluded to, was not written to snpersede their using 
our own excellent collection; but as they had only about a dozen of tbese, in 
some poor degre~, to supply the 105s, the following hymn, written to the same 
metre as the one Tn Mr. Newton's collection, called '"' Blind Bartimeus't is a 
fair specimen (,f the whole, wbich the reader will allow is not much ab~ve the 
capacity of a black. 

Mercy, 0 thou bleeding Saviour 
Listen to a blru:k man's prayer. ' 
Others feel thy smiling favour, • 
Others of tby bOWlty &hare. 
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This gave rise to some considerab Ie opposition on tbe 
part of those whQ had no plea for their conduct to ... ~'al'd 
the blacks, but the absurd idea of their being iEcQP~,ble 
and unsuitable subjects for instruction. Some sai(; the 
book was calculated to inflame their minds with a 
desire of freedom, because, i[1 some of the hymn:', 
I had used similies respecting liberty and slavery ia 
a moral sense; however, one was sent to the aitornc';­
general, and another to the governor, and the fopn~r 
was pleased to say that t< it was admirably calculated 
to promote their instruction." . 

On more occasions than one, we had to stand the 
hrunt of much opposition. When I beg-an an rH'O­

ing lecture for the blacks, the mayor of I-hmiltoll 
wrote me a verv severe letter; but rather thun relin­
quish my plan of instructing and preaching to them, I 

And shaH Africans be ~li!l;i!tell ? 
That he far, 0 Lord, from thee! 
Black. and brown are aU invited; 
Gospel-grace fur all i::; free! 

Yes, " Black may find salvation 
Throl!g'h the Lamb's atoning bloou.;­
Ev'ry m:::tn of ev'ry nation 
May beevme the child of God. 
Jew and Geutile, he i-.; ahle, 
Pag;an, Sc),thian, to .... ;1V, ; 

'Vhether white, or brown, or sable: 
For the world his life he gave! 

Thanks to Jesus for his kindlH'~:;; 
Black mcn join the sacred by; 
He hath lJeal'rl onr grievous blindness, 
Taubht 0\11' reet the gracious way. 
He hath brought 5alvatil~lt to US; 
HaHelqiah to t~le Lamb! 
'S('nl his Snirit to renew us; 
Glory, glory to his name! 

Glory, honmlf, and -:,~!\'ation 
To Hle Saviour now.helong'; 
Ev'ry klndre-d, e:v'ry natton, 
Join the l1nl ..... (o.s~J !long. 
Asia and l:tiJiopia, 
'Vith Col!l!"'.~bia's favor'd race, 
.Join the hymn with fair Europia; 
Let the world the Saviour hIe,.. 



158 THE NARRATIVE 

The ,erious black reople held Meetings among (hr.melve,. 

= 
would have left the islands ;-1 had to measuremy step8 
hythe line of prudence, and to maintain my ground with 
undeviating firmness. Meanwhile, the work of God 
was g'oingsilently forward in the hearts of.many: the 
preaching was well attended; much preJudice was 
removed; and many blessed impressions were made 
both upou ,"oung and old. There were a few serious 
lJL!ck and ~olomed people in almost every parish of 
the little Archipelago, in St. George, Hamilton, 
Brac'kish Pond, Heron Bay, Crow Lane, and Spa­
nish Point; these frequently held meetings am(lngst 
themselves, on the Lord's day, and as many of them 
had gins in prayer, some few in exhortation, and 
almost all could sing the praises of God; they were 
often rendered profitable to themselves. Mellorey 
before mentioned, would frequently go into the 
country parts ·of the islands and read liermons, and 
expound himself; I have happened to ride past when 
a. group of black and coloured people have been col­
lected to hear him; amon~st whom I have seen seve­
ral whites listening with ~ttention.-He had a dear 
voice, a tolerable degree of boldness, and, for a co­
loured mao, a good personal appearance. Thus, I 
had remained in the islands until a seed was sown 
that sh:dl bear fruit unto endless life: the lowering 
clouds of perseclltion~ gradually dispersed, or only 
muttered at a distance: the bitter cnmity of most had 
subsided: mUIlY of the former persecutors had pews 
in the chapel: a remarkable change had taken place 
with regard to the observance of the Lord's day. 
Some of the blacks, who were formerly ,icious in the 
extreme, had outwardly reformed, even though they 
did not belong to the meeting; and, others, degraded 
to the vcry dust, began to feel that they were men: 
for the gospel stamps a dignity upon subjects who have 
hardly a name. A few wlJites were still averse to 
the mIssion; but even these, though they did not ap-
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prove, became silent, and now and then ventured to 
come and hear for themselves. Several respectable 
young females were sa vingl y brought to the Lord 
Jesus, and joined the society, two of whom are now 
in the rest of paradise. The family of Stowe 'V ood, 
Esq. one of the first merchants and magistrates upon 
the island, received the truth in their heart~, and its 
messengers into their hospitable mansion. Mrs. '1'-0 
and Mrs. Albouy, with her whole family, ullited in 
laying-" blessed is he that cometh in the name of 
the Lord." 

It is not my intention in this narrative to go into the 
circumstances of the awakening and drawing of each 
individual, though I have ample documents by me 
which would furnish much information; but as there 
is generally a sameness in Christian experif'nce, it 
might become tedious through repetition. The lit­
tle society amounted to 136 persons, 30 of whom 
were whites; the rest black and coloured persons: 
most of these afforded convililcing evidence of a work 
of God; and though, in some of the very ignorant, 
it was amazingly superficial, Jet who, that reflects 
upon their degradation and ignorance, can wonder at 
this-an ignorance not arising from total want of intel­
leet; but from the perversion of that intellect, by sla­
very: however, the genuineness of the work in others 
left little room for doubt, so that I could, with gra­
titude and pleasure, say-<c with my pastoral crook I 
went over the brook, and behold I am spread into 
bands." Should any minister of Christ, under dis­
couraging circumstances, read this narrative, let aim 
remember that when the writer came to these islands, 
all things seemed to make against him; he was con­
sidered an impostor, an enthusiast, 01' something 
worse: he had indeed his bible-a throne of grace, 
and his God; but human encouragement he had none; 
yet he scruplei not to say-that Iud he been inviolablJ 
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faithful in the improvement of every opening and the 
cischaro-c of eycrv duty, the 13G members he left in 
1 he isla~d might 'ha vc 'been 500, for which deficiency 
I);; takes all the blame, and blushing· to himselC pray­
,iH~: "God bcme;'ciCul to me all.unprofitable servant." 

'rilIls, after spending four years in the Somers 
IslaIH:s, (with what.sllccess the dayof.iudgmelltwill 
disclose) my successOl' arrived from England; and 
it) the month of Februarv, 1812, I began to prepare 
for my depal'ture,* my dear wife had the preceding 
November embarked with the children, for New 
York, where her parents then resided; and as she in­
tended to wait my arrival in that city, I concluded 
to return to England by that route, rather than by the 
'~f est Indies, as the vessels that come to Bermuda 
seldom return direct for Great Britain, but either by 
the Windward or Leeward Islands, in order that they 
may get as good a home-bound freight as possible. 

Mypartingwith this dear lovingpeoplewas, tomy 
mind, a trial of the most acute nature; for to say 
not;lillg" of their being plants, raised by the Lord's 
blessing, upon my unworthy mission. I had for the 
last two years, lived in habits of friendship with se­
"eraI which had known no interruption, either from the 
coldness of reserve, or the breaks of humour; and 

* More particulars of the mi9sion at Bermuda, may be fonnd in my letters in 
the 1\f('l;:nliist Magazine, froUl 1808 to 1812. I ,\ould have iJ1~("rted those let· 
tet's, hut for fear of swelling my book, which i~ already both too long, and I 
fear tOD"- t{·dious. My reasons for leaving Bt'rmuda ,\ ere Dot a dislike to a Mis­
"~O"<~':i iife-l could even now prefer such a life to any other; but I had an aged 
mother. whu wished to set" me beroreshe died-(alas! !lhe died before I arrived 
in Lngland.) I had a country fruUl which I had been absent bt'twixt twelve and 
thirtet:'ll years; yetof -which l could alwCt):; ::.ay Pulria Cara-" England. \\ ith all 
t.hy faults I love tbee still." I had not seen one of my brethren in the ministry 
tor more than four years" and to one who loves his brethren this ",as no small 
ero's, Since I had left England, many of the ,cnerahle l'athers ofthe Coonex­
Inn had died; a few were stil11iving, whom j u-isbed to set' before they went to 
the lanu of their fatht'rs. I had all only ~brer, whom 1 \\ ished once more to 
.ce. I ,wi',:,cd to behuld some little of the lll'osperity of Zion in England, and 
In oor Connt''XlOn, which had incl"eusrd iO much iince my departure: tht"se if. 
t[,:·c~-.J.1 were the reasoIls of my return. 
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The Affection and Kindness manif,,-'sted on the Occasion. 

1(,1 

now I had to part with them for ever: I had come 
}lere friendless; I had seen the island in a state of bi­
gotted inhospitalitJ to a 'Methodist mission; and had 
laboured to scatter the thick clouds of prejudice that 
en.v~loped their minds; had seen the enmity to my 
mlmstry done away, and now rich and POOl', white 
and black, manifested their regret at mv departure. 
How changed from tbe time when I bad to keep my 
dear wife and child on board the vessel, for want of 
a shelter on shore, when my first place of reception 
was an exhorbitant inn, and my first cOI1g-regation 
six black persons, now more than four hl~ndred of 
the most respectable people in the islands attended m v 
farewell sermon, which could scarcely be heard fo"r 
the sobs and weeping of the children God had given 
me; how changed from the time when not a single 
person would receive me into their habitation; now 
many of my spiritual sons and daughters gladly and 
hospitably welcomed me into their houses, and cordi­
ally received my successors, yea, and would have 
wished them ivory palaces for our sake. I dwell 
much upon the affection manifested by these affect­
ionate hearts, because it was most consoling to m j 
feelinQ's, as the pure expression of an attachment 
which had grown out of my pastoral relation to them, 
and the spiritual benefit they had received from my 
ministry, (however weal{ and imperfect in itself) to 

, them, at least, it had been the ministry of salvation 
and comfort; and never did a people manifest more 
affectionate regard for the instrnment God }Jad llsed 
than the little flock now alluded to; nor were they 
mueh consoled, as is the case in England, by tb"e 
appointment of a successor; they seemed to think 
there was only one minister ever likely to do them 
good; the rigid, morose, and cartious,. may ~all 
this human weakness, and the mentlOn of It foppIsh­
ness and vanitv -well, let them call it so, hut did 

" ' x 
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Affection for Ministers a Doble Princil,le. 

the apostle Paul when he speaks of it to the everlast­
in~ honour of tbe Gallations? that they would have 
pl~cked out theil' eyes and given them to him: if it 
be feeding self, to dwell upon this subject, I must 
be content to bear the charge-I am not much moved 
by wIlat any person may either think or speak of me. 
It is consoling to my own-lleart that these dear friends 
loved me from the purest motives, and manifested tbat 
love in the least equivocal form: let anyone place 
himself in my situation-let him labour in a barren 
and hostile place, with sensations sometimes border­
ing upon melancholy-let him see his child-ren rising 
like flowers in the desert-let him feel the consoling 
thought of seeing a little flock; each of w hieh owns 
him in the double relation of pastor and spiritual fa­
ther, and then trace the work back from the begin­
ning, amI let him ask his heart-can he behold this 
without emotion, without gratitude, without sensa­
sations of the highest pleasure-can he depart from 
these without the deepest regret. I pity the man, 
and envy neither his judgment, piety, nor feelings, 
who can wrap himself in such a covering of apathy, 
and shielding his breast from the warmth of Christian 
aHection and the sensibilities of friendship, say fare­
well without a sigh of sorrow, or a tear of reg'ret. 
Bermuda was a little world to me; I had gone there 
a despised and ullindeared man; God had given me 
friends, respect, a chapel, a society, a loye for the 
place, and all that could render parting and separa­
tioll painful in the extreme. Many, of both the 
blacks and whites, manifested the most poignant 
grief: they wept aloud, and strongly reminded me 
of St. Paul's departure from the church of Ephesus, 
<c and they all wept sore, and fell upon St. Paul's 
neck and ~issed him, sorrowing most of all for the 
words whIch he spake, that they should see his face 
no more; and they ae('omranie~l him to the ship,"-
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All Epistle written to Doctor Coke. 

Greatly was my own mind affected; but I had, 
amidst weeping, cries, and lamentations, to tear my­
self away and get into the boat. 

As I have not said much by way of describing the 
Somers Islands, I will here relieve the reader from 
the tediousness of'this narrative, by subjoining an 
epistle in verse, which I wrote to Dr. Coke, a lit­
tle after my arrival. I had then no intention of ever 
giving itto the public; but as tbe Doctor has inser­
ted rather a mutilated copy of it in his history of the 
West Indies, J shall give it here at large. 

A DJESCR][PT][VE EPISTJLE 
FROM BERMUDA. 

TO THE LATE REV. DOCTOR COKE, 

-
BY J. lUARSDE~. -

__ There eternal iummCT dwelh. 
And west winds, with a musky wing, 
About the cedar'll aUeys fling, 
Nard and Cassia's balmy smell., 

CO.lUiS. 

DEEP in the bosom of Atlantic waves, 
Whose snowy foam a rocky island laves, 
Far from my friends on western Scotia's shore, 
But further from the land my thoughts deplore ~ 
I sit me down to muse an hour or two, 
*Ease my full heart, and fill a page for you. 

* This epistle was 'written under some ver): painful emotions of mind, oc~a­
sWlned by.the little prospect of success winch the "author had when he 11·" 
urived in Bermuda.-Sec the Narrative, fr~m page 1.8 to 140. 

X,. 
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The Bermudas are encircled with Rocks on every hand. 

What time the moon a slender crescent wears, 
Dim in the west, and quickly disappears; 
\Ve seek the bark, unfurl each lofty nil, 
To the full impulse of a northern gal9 : 
And left the land where polar tempests blow, 
Birrd the wild wa\'cs, and spread a waste of snow: 
'Vhere woods extend immeasurably wide, 
And "loomy fogs the summer sUlI.shine hide. 
\Vhe~e rais'd sublime au her unpolish'd throne, 
'Vild nature reigns nnrival'd and alone: 
Rocks, cataracts, rivers, forests, own her sway, 
And caverns exil'd from the light of day. 

nut when night's orb her spacious horn had iiII'd 
One globe of light, one pure refuh:ent shield; 
\Ve 5aw Bermuda's rock encircled ~hore, 
Her reefs extend, and heard her breakers roar! 
'Where gallant Somers, tost by many a blast,* 
Found an asylum" from (he waves at last! 
Here rocks into a thousand shapes arc wrought, 
The yawning cavern,. and the dripping grot, 
And dismal ledg<'s lurk b{>neath the wave, 
The ship's destruction, and the seaman's grave. 
For 101\g bffore the steersman sees the shore, 
Or hears appall'd the inner breakers roar, 
Jlis gallant vessel with an awful crash, 
On the dire reefs with thllnd'rin~ noise may dask; 
'Vhile the stllnn'd seaman, 'midst a sea of foam, 
J.ooks wildly round and sadly thinks of home; 
But wife or home his eyes shall never viPII', 
The next fierce surge o'erwhelms the haples§ crew; 
And spreads the wreck in shivers on the wave; 
So eye to pity, and no arm to save. 

Yet though these seas a thousand rocks infold, 
Not half so fatal Scylla farn'd of old! 
Though needy Spaniards rnourn'd its want of mines] 
Where diamonds blaze, and snowy silver lihines ; 
Tho' bleak and wild the chill north. wester roars, 
And rolls the white wa,e on the rocky shores, 
That stand a barrier 'midst the su rging swell, 
So stands a saint amidst the rage of hell ! 

* Sir <?eorge Somers (from whom the islands derive their name) was not lost 
here, as IS generally thought, but sand. These islands proved a baven to bi. 
foulldering vessel.-See tbe Narrative. 
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They ha",e a most enchanting Appearance,-are always green. 

So stands the rod. of truth on which I rest! 
When hell pours all her whirlwinds round my breast! 

Y"t on the land a different view is seeu, 
Groves ever gay, and vallies ever green; 
Here ,V ALLER. made the list'ning rocks admire, 
The sylvan sweetnes, of his charming lyre. 
And here his ditties love.sick LITTLE*' sigh'd, 
''\There the dark mangroves kiss the flowing tidp. 
Bot not with these do I attempt to vie, 
MOORE is too loose, aod WALLER far too high; 
And yet I may one short epistle send, 
Nor fear a critic whom I love, a friend. 
Here spring in robes of liYing verdure deigns 
To crown the cedar hills, and sunny plains, 
" Here sea.born gales their gelid winds expand; 
" To winnow fragrance o'er the happy land." 

When on some little eminence I rise, 
o what a sight to feast poetic eyes! 
Three hundred isles adorn'd with cedar trees , , 
That give their balmy sweetness to the breeze: 
While here aud there the snowy mansions ris,', 
Like bow'rs of bliss in groves of paradise! 
Had ancient poets known this little spot, 
These em'rald isles, that ocean's bosom dot, 
Thessalian Tempe, and Ausonian bowers, 
Tho' rich in pastures, and profuse in flowers, 
Had not appear'd more beautiful and fair, 
Than these gay rocks and sea.beat islets are 1J 

Thro' half the year a rich nutritious store, 
The blooming trees and cuItnr'd l(ardens pOUI'; 
Here purple grapes in swelJing clusters grow, 
There milk.white arrow.root abounds below: 
See rich in juice the musky melon lies, 
Aloof the bread_roots, green cassadas rise: 
The savoury onion, t and the yellow squash, 
The pumpkin green, and bowl.form'd calabash. 
In the green woods now beauteous to behold, 
The yellOW orange pour his flaming gold; 
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* Little Moore, who wrote some elegant, though amorous an,1 licentious 
od es, from Bermuda. 

t Load, of which thcy .end every year to the West Indies; which gave rise 
10 that questioll so commoJ'Y asked ,Bermuda vessels, .... " What i, your cargo 1" 
~" Duckj and (lnio05." 
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The Wate'r is perfectly limpid, and the Bottom full of all kinds of 8hells. 
~~~--~-=================================-= 

Enormous lemons swell the curving bongh, 
And juicy limes unbid spontan.eous gro~; 
These) ield their juice, the thIrsty swam to cheer, 
A nd c~,,1 the fervours of the'g~nial year. 
~\ or sbould nly landsc~pe loving muse forget, 
The l'ilsciollS fig, and seedy pomegranate; 
The guava sweet, and the tart tamarind, 
The mulberry red, the pappa deeply green; 
Wi.th that whose every branching leaf displays, 
A parasol to break the solar rays; 
DeLicious fruit, which some banana call, 
Whose pulpy sweetness is belov'd by al!. 

N or should the azure ocean be forgot, 
Which adds new beauties to this little spot, 
Clear thro' the verdant isles it sweetly roves! 
Clasps their green charms, and laves their coral groves! 
And like a mirror of the fiuest face, 
Improves the srene, and brightens every grace! 
A thousand shining shells the deeps adorn, 
With lustres brilliant as a vernal morn : 
Thro' the clear wave along the rocks are seen, 
The pearly oyster, and the plant marine:* 
0" the white sand the Mur('x forms his mail, 
The lillie Nautilus expands his sail, 
Glides through the deep, or dances on the tide, 
Nor needs tl](' pole or compass for his guide. 
Where the steep crag invades the waves profounl1, 
The dreadful scuttlet spreads his arms around, 
\\,11o:;e fibrous fangs twist closely round his prey, 
Suck the best blood, and draiil the life away. 
O'er the clear water's variegated bed, 
Cavernous rocks and coral thickets spread, 
-Where horned conks their p,arly hues unfold, 
Shine thro' the wa,es, and drink the solar gold. 
Here too, hu,,;e ,,'hales iu rapid motion sweep, 
Roll o'er the warps, or foam along the deep: 
Dark'ning the white sand with a dreadful shade, 
While from their nostrils roar a bright cascade! 

* Madriporcs. 

. + T~ese scuttle or cuttle· fish adhere to the rock;, spreading nine or ten leg. In all dlrectJOlis which undulate with the water until they fasten upon somerhing. They will often uraw a duck. down. These were, probably, the mODsters Homer has magnified in his horrors of the Gulf of Cbyribdes. 
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There is scarcely any" (oter.-December is pIea<;ant.-Weather squally. 

In this bright isle no wint'ry snows ar(> known! 
Those v.-hite-wing'd scourges of the frigid zone t 
Nor winter house, the native here reqllire~, 
Nor downy furs to warm, nor blazing fires. 
leor tho' the genial sun be far remote, 
In southern climes to charm the frieudly goat; 
And make the haughty Dons of Paragua 
:':eek the cool shade, or pant beneath his sway: 
Yet still enamour'd of these sea_girt shores, 
O'er heaven's arch a gentle heat he pours; 
Hence winter brings, tho' foaming billows roll, 
No icy armies from the frozen pole. 
'Tis true, the gardens half their beauty lose, 
And chill and heavy fall the eV'ning clews; 
The fig, and viue, their leafy beauty Bhf,d, 
And the pomegranate's scarlet bloom is dl~ad. 
The pride of Ind', in heat a cooling shade, 
Not needed now, is stript or disarray'd; 
Serenely thro' the veins the life_blood glides, 
The titillating prickly heat subsides: 
Lest fierce the venomous mosquetoes bite, 
Nor burn the eye-balls with the dazzling white. 
Yet on these rocks the fierce_wiug'd squall descend" 
Foams o'er the reefs, and sky and ocean blcn(ls! 
And ere the moming throws her Incill robe 
Of virgin light, o'er half the dusky globe; 
The wrcckel"~ all impatipnt of the day, 
To the high clitfs directs his eager way; 
And where the ocean meets the arched skips, 
Where glimmr·ring white the distant breakers rise: 
Some hapless bark emerges o'er the tide, 
Her CD bles cut, her tall masts o'er her sille, 
1\ long her benrls, the foaming wakrs roar, 
1\1 ount the tall stem and thunder o'er the pr,m, , 

These verdant isles amidst the mighly main; 
These sunny rocks wh(·re bloom and hcanty reign, 
Auspiciuns wisdom might in loye de"ign, 
A CiJoling refuge from the bnrning line; 
A shady arbolll', a ser.,ne retreat, 
From torrid fevers, and from torrid heat. 
Some say sinet' banish'd from the fiery zone, 
'flu' fair Hyg<,ia makes this isle her throne 

* TIIC'f/' art>: nnmber;; in Bermuda, \"ho, after every s~l-,rm, keep a look ()U~ 
fur ~ reeked \e:."els, and ~I~ oJ!' to. thoir belp. 



168 TIlE NARRATIVE 

Many Persons from ,\merica and the West Indies com~ I,ere for Health. 

Gaily along t!}e breezy shore she roves, 
Or builds her palac,' midst the cedar groves; 
A thousand c.onvalescpnts own her sway, 
Bless her mild rule, and willing homage pay: 
From wher~ the sun'S insufferable blazp, 
Makes sultry nights and suffocating days; 
From wide Columbia's variegated coast, 
From Fundy's fogs, and wild Acadia's* frost;­
-With slacken'd nerves and dissipated bloom, 
To gain a cure, a respite from the tomb: 
The wasted sick to these pure isles repair, 
T' inhale the sweetness of salubrious air; 
Those hopo:: to find a cooler clime, and these 
A warmer sun.beam and a milder breeze. 

Clad in her sylvan charms and sunny robe, 
This island has no rival on the globe: 
Each taste may find a flavour sure to pleas~ ; 
Each eye a gay, a grateful colour sees; 
Each constitution finds a healthful gale, 
And flowers and cedar gratify each smell. 
Could happiness from any spot arise, 
These em'rald islands might dispute the prize; 
The morn is fragrant, and when night has drawl, 
Her sable curtain over hill and lawn; 
And from the east the full orb'd moon appears, 
The blazing planets and the twinkling stars; 
The dark tall cedar's t spiry tops are seen, 
1n vivid brightness clad, and smiling green: 
But when from heav'n's higher arch she pOllrs 
A flood of glory on the sparkling shores: 
The placid ocean dazzled with her rays, 
Seems liquid gold, so bright the waters blaze! 
A thousand beauties burst upon the sight! 
_"-nd the whole landscape glittep with delight! 

Thus nature charms, til~ fierce solstitial rays, 
From Leo, or Intenser Vlfgo blaze; 
Then flaming heat with ra,ge unrival'd pours, 
Along the scorched hills anll rocky shores, 

~ So the Flench formerly calleel Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 

iThe Cedar (Juniperus Bermudiana) is the common tree; it beautifies and 
.nnches the whole island, and covers these focks with a robe of perennial and 
,1~;ie;h~ful ,zrf'fll. . 
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They have no Springs nor Rivers, but drink Rain V{ ater. 

And spreads a dismal arid waste around 
ShriYels the plants and burns the thirst/ground. 
And now, unless the mellow douds distil 
Their humid stores, on garden, grove, a~d hill, 
Man's purest beverage would iurely fail, 
Aud mad'ning thirst alike o'pr all prevail. 
For here no rivers pour their chrvstal tide! 
No fountains ris~, no lucid cnrre;,ts e;lille! 
No gushing torrents down tbe mount;ins foam! 
No weedy brooks along the, alleys roam! 
But every house adown its sloping sides, 
A ridge to guide the pouring rain pro,-ides; 
Around tbe eaves the eager waters flow, 
By spouts conducted to the tanks below: 
For seldom do the bounteous skies refuse 
Their grateful showers, or night-refreshing dew,; 
Hence every month throngh all the annual round, 
Or loads the tree, or paints th' enamel'd ground. 
Yet 'midst thy many beauties, lovely isle, 
'Vhere ceaceless spring, and constaut summers smile; 
Amidst thy healthful clime, ami soften'd gale" 
Thy cedar hills, and sun illumin'd vales; 
Abbor'd oppression with her gorgon facl', 
The scourge and terror of the sable race; 
Spurns at the native rights of free-born men, 
And binds the negro with her seven_fold chain; 
Hence deathless essences that shall survive 
SUD, sea, and skies, and Jive while angels live, 
Are vilely bought, and infamously sold, 
A man, a friend, a brother, trllck'd for gold: 
Like the stont ox that crops the flexile gras" 
As tho' no soul informell the vital BaS5. 

But this, alas! is not the worst of ills, 
This rocky island to its centre fills. 
Fair piety, that richest, swef'test grant 
Of love divine, that superlunar plant, 
Is here neglected for inferior good, 
Torn by the roots or blasted in the bud_ 
Soft indolence her downy couch displays, 
And lures her sons to gay inglorious ease; 
'Vhile guilty passions to the fonl embrace, 
Sednce the daughters of the swarthy race. 
And what are cedar hills and skies serene; 
Bloom ever gay, and gardens ev~r gre~n : 

y 
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A desirable Spot if Religion and liberty prevailed. 

What boot's the health ambrosial gales impart, 
If peace forsake, and sin corrupt the heart? 
If pure religion iiiI'd thy groves aud bowers, 
And shed her lustre on thy sea_girt shores: 
If liberty throughout thy small domain, 
Humanity and friendship in her train; 
On fell oppression could erect her throne, 
And raise thy climate's beauties by her owu ; 
Then hail thou lovely, verdant, sunny isle, 
Where summers bloom, and SRasons gaily slllil~. 



DETE!NTION IN NEW YORK, 

V][S][T TO LA KE ONTARIO 

AND RETURN TO ENGLAND. 

I had no sooner arrived in New York, than I found 
myselflikely to be involved in the difficulties of the 
two countries, as I saw by the general excitement 
of the ruling or major party, that they were at the 
eve of making war upon Great Britain. An embar­
go, which was the precursor, was then in operation, 
so I had run blindfold into tIle snare, and must now 
abide the issue. The pilot, who came off to Sandy 
Hook, informed us of this measure ~ thus, in the di­
rect path which leads to the accomplishment of our 
views, how often do we meet with disappointments and 
obstructions.-I left Bermuda for England, and was 
likely to be detained a prisoner in New York; the 
gathering cloud burst with a declaration of war 
against my dear native country-Ah! Columbia, 
how ruinous a measure was that to thy best, thy 
dearest interest as a mercantile nation; but rulers 
seldom consider the evil8 they entail on private per­
sons by rash public measures. Many reflecting' 
minds were pained, and many feeling hearts trembled 
for the events that would necessarily result from such 
a qual'fel; but the die was cast-I had a wife and 
three children, or I would have passed through the 
interior of New York into Canada, or through the 
New England States into Nova Scotia: however, 
neither of these was practicable as my affairs stood, 
so I calmly resigned myself and situation into the 
bands of the Lord. 
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The Number of Churches in the City of New York. 

The Methodist general conference, which consisted 
of delegates from all tHe provincial conferences, 
having met in New York, ~ ment~oned my si~uation 
to Bishop Asbury, who, with a kllldness, which rc­
flects honour upon his venerable character, interested 
himself in my behalf; a temporary vacancy was cre­
ated in the New York circuit, and the bishop, by 
the consent of the preachers, appointed me to fi II up 
the gap, under the supnintelldal1ce of the Rev. Mr. 
Garretson. In New York, and the adjoining circuits 
I had an opportunity of making many observations 
upon the work of God in this new wor ld ; New York 
itself, is a wonderful city for such an illfant country; 
if I recollect aright, there are 37 churches of different 
denominations in and near the city: 0 f the Episcopal, 
or Chur..:h of England, eight; of the Dutch reformed, 
four; of the German Lutherans, two; ofthe Calvin­
ist reformed, one; of the Baptists, four; of the 
Scotch Presbyterians, seven; of the Methodists, 
seven; French church, two; Friends, two; Jews' 
synagogue, one; besides several smaller places of 
worship. Man.Y of'thcsc pulpits arc filled by preach­
ers of the first ability. Dr. John Mason, and Dr. 
1\1illar, are men, whose eloquence ill tbe pulpit, 
mig-ht command admiration from the first audiences 
in the world; perhaps in no city of equal size are 
there to be fOllnd more evangelical and spiritual 
preachers. Each uenominatiotl is called a cburch, to 
prevent individous distinctions, which, in a country 
that gives equal countenance to all religions, is cer­
tainly very proper .. thus they say the Dutcb church. 
th~ Presbyterian church, the Methodist, &c. &c. &c. 

During my continuance in, this city, I had an op­
portunity of attending several camp meetings, and as 
the nature of these stupenduous means of grace is not 
distinctly known, I will spend a few moments in 
making my readers acquainted with ~hem.-Camp. 



OF A ivnSSIOX. ] -,. 
I~ 

A Description of a Camp ~\l('etjug on JImison Rive'f'. 

meetings are now a regular and ordedy part of the 
Methodist economy in the United States'; and one of 
the questions at the annual conference is, «when 
and where shall our next camp meetings be held?" 
}l~nce, t:hey 8,ro not ~s some in this country, suppose 
either dl:wrderly or Irreg:ular, but wonderful means 
in the har Js of God. The time and place brino- ~T)­
pointed hy conference, it is next advertised fro~ the 
p~lpits, and as the day approaches, each of your 
friends asks Jon-" arc you going to camp meeting." 
Great preparation is maar, and much excitement p'fe­
vails upon the occasion. The one held for tllf' cit" and 
district of New York, is generally at Croton, abo';~t 40 
~iles up the I-Judson river; a select part of the fcrcst 
]8 chosen, rising like an amphitheatre: this is generally 
cleared from brush and sylvan rubbish, so as to have 
little but the grass beneath aml tall trees ,·.aving 
above. At the appointed time, the trustees of the 
New York Methodist. churches, delegate one of their 
body tb attend and make the proper arrangements 
for the occasion. A number of tents are employed; 
sloops and small vessels are hired by the trustl'f'S, who 
charge each person a small piece of money for his pas­
sage, and also debar improper persons from embark­
ing' ;-the joyful hour is at length arrived; the sloops 
are all freighted with the tents, camp meeting equi­
page, &c. and only wait the proper number of passen­
gers: these crowd from every part of the city toward 
the well-known wharf. Some of the sloops have "camp 
meeting" waving on their colours; others have the 
words painted on boards, which they hang in the rig­
ging. The people crowd on board, until each sloop 
above and below contains from three to four hundred 
persons: it is often the case that there are several 
local and itinerant preachers in each vessel, who re­
gulate and lead the worship on .board; fo~ from the 
time they leave the wharfs untIl they arrive at the 
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Description of Camp Meeting continued. 

place, sometimes a peri?d of seven or ei~ht hours, 
sinO"ing, prayer, preaching, and exhortatIOn, alter­
nat~ly~foJJow each other in regular sucres"ion; and 
truly it is enlivening to a dull, and enchanting to a 
devout RGd well-tuned heart to sail along the silent 
and towring- woods, singing" tbe praises of God, and 
joini!lg in the V:lti;ltt;, c;,"reises ofrelig;ioll; at a time 
too, when n8ture is in a state of bcauty-thc sun shin­
inn' over your head, and the mOflling star irradiating 

1:> " ", , • • 
the hC3.rt; this is ccrtaillly a rOlllbwatlOI1 IssUIng 
in much internal peace and harmony of souL-One 
of the b ymns sung on this occasion is the following': 

" Children of the heavenly king, 
" As we journey let us sing, 
" Sing aUf Saviour'S worthy praise, 
" Glorious ill his works aud ways." 

" \Ve are travelling home to God, 
" In the way the fathers trod; 
"They are happy now, and we 
"Soon their happiness shall see." 

""Yhen the vessels reach the selected spot, the pas­
scng;ers b-astcn as quickly as possible to the camp 
ground. The tents are generally pitched in the form 
of a crescent, in the centre of which is an elevated 
stand for the preachers, round which, in all di­
rections, are pi aced rows of planks for the people 
10 sit upon, while they hear the word. Among the 
trees, which spread their tops over this forest-church, 
are hU[;t~ the lamps, which burn all ni;:ht, and give 
light to the various exercises of religion, whieh oc­
cupy the solemn midnight hours: as it was nearly 
cleven o'clock at night when I first arrived on the 
borders of a camp: I left the boat at the edge of 
the wood, one mile from the scene, though the sound 
of praise from such a multitude, and at such an hour, 
in the midst of a solitary wilderness is difficult to 
describe; but when I opened upon the camp ground, 
my curiosity was converted i:~to astenishmeDt ... to be-
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Frequently attended with much Good_ 
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hold the pendent lamps among the trees; the tents 
half encircling a large space; 4000 people in the 
centre of this, listening with profound attention to a. 
preacher, whose stentorian voice and animated man­
ner carried the vibration of each word to a o·reat 
distance through the now deeply umbrageous w~od ; 
~here, save the twinkling lamps of the camp; brood­
mg darkness spread a ten fold gloom: all e:icited my 
astonishment, and forcibly brought before mv "je\v 
the Hebrews in the wilderness. But, to return~ when 
the tents are pitched, the preachers stand raised; the 
carts, wagg·ons, chaises, horses, &c. of those who 
come, all disposed round the:outside of the tents; the 
preachers then go hand in lmnd, through the camp, 
singing some appropriate hymn; the one sung on this 
occasion began with the following lines: 

" 0 thou, ill whose presence my soul takes delight, 
" On whom in affliction I call, 

" My comfort by day and my son~ ill the night, 
" My hope, my salvation, my all." 

The meeting's generally begin on Monday morn­
ing, and on the Friday morning following break up; 
the daily exercises are carried forward in the follow­
ing' manner: in the morning, at five o'clock, the 
horn sounds through the camp, either for public 
preaching or prayer, this, with smaller exercises, or 
a little intermission, brings on the breakfast hour, 
eight o'clock; at ten the horn sounds for public 
preaching, after which, until noon, the interval is_ 
filled up with little groups of praying persons, who 
scatter themselves up and down the camp, both ill 
the tents and under the trees: as these smaller exer­
cises are productive of much good, a powerful spirit 
of prayer and exhortation is often poured forth" I have 
not unfrequently seen three or four persons lying on 
the ground CfJing for mercy ,or motionless, and without 
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They continue Si~l!t allu Day. 

fonyapparent signs of life, except. pulsation: .Afier 
dinner the hom sounds at two o'clock; tillS IS far 
preaching. I should have observed, that a female 
or two is generally left in each tent, to prepare the 
proper materials for dinner, which is always cold 
meats, pies, tarts, tea, &c. (the me of ardent 
spirits being forbidden), ;Ind a fire is kept burning 
in different parts of the camp, where the water is 
boiled. After the afternoon preaching, things take 
near! y the SltlllC COlHse as in the moming, on! J the 
praying groups are upon a larger scale, and more 
scope is given to animated exhortatiom alJd loud 
pra yers; some w 110 exercise on these occasions soon 
lose their voices, and at the end of a camp meeting 
many, both preachers and people, can only speak in 
a whisper. At six o'clock in the evening the hom 
summotlS to preaching, after which, though in no 
regulated form, all thc above means continue until 
morning; so that go to whatever part of the camp 
JOU please, some are engaged in them; yea, amI du­
ring' whatever part of the night you awake, the wilder­
ness is vocal with praise. In the calm and solemn 
hours of sleep, to hear amidst the deep silence of a 
wood, the gloom filled with hymns of piety to the 
God of love, is to a gracious and heaven aspiring 
soul, a spiritual luxury that cannot be described. 
I bu\e, at one and two o'clock in tbe morning', gone 
from tent to tent, to obserre what filled the hour, 
nnd hilt few engaged my notice, where the inmates 
were lying asleep upon the clean straw. I should 
lluve observed, that there is generally a partition or 
cnrtain between that part of the tent ill "hich trw 
men sleep, and that in which the women sleep; all 
things are done decently, and in much order; nOl' do 
1 . believe that there is a place in the world where 
Wicked thoughts find such difficult access to the 
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The Manner in which they conclude. 

mind as at a camp meeting: the world cannot claim 

an llOur of abstraction from divine thinG's' nor can 

the devil s~ick a nail to .hang his tempt~i~ns upon. 

I w~s, durmg the preaclung of one for.cnoon, sitting 

rou.smg at the foot of a tree, respecting the sinO'u­

lafl~y of such a mode of worsbiping God, whe~ I 

fell I~to the following train of thoughts: God, thought 

I, mIght put them upon, instituting an ordinance that 

should bear some resemblance to the magnitude of the 

immense country where all nature is upon a scale of 

grandeur, rivers, mountains, forests, lakes, cataracts, 

all far surpassing those of any othercouutry in the 

world. At the expiration of the allotted time the 

camp meeting is broken np, the process of which is 

as follows: there is a sacrament and lovefeast near 

the preachers' stand, which is often a time of power­

ful influence and much spiritual benefit; the preach­

ers then walk through the camp, singin~ a hymn; 

after this' they stand in a line, and all the people 

walk, round the camp singing, and as they pass the 

preachers shake hands until the whole are passed, then 

the preachers ascend the stand, sing the parting hymn, 

and bid each other farewell in the presence of the 

whole camp. At this (Croton) camp meeting there 

were 20 preachers, 212 tents, and upon the most mod­

erate'calculation, not less than 400r 50 carts, wag'gous, 

O'igs' &c. on several of the darB there were prrsant 
b , • 

about 6000 persons; the tents, reckoning I [j persons 

to each contained 3180, bllt some of the tents had 

from 2D,to 30 inmates. Perhaps not less than 100 

persons were awakened and co~verted to God; ~Ild 

many professed to have l'ec~ned the sa,nchf),lIlg 

power, of divine grace. DurllJg the meetIng lob. 

served a number of persons in a circle who were 

struck down; they appeared perfectly stiff, and 

senseless; some lay in this state four hours, and '~hell .. 

they resumed th.eil' faculties often began by eIther 
Z 
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crying aloud for mercy, or testifying: tb~ grace of a 
sin-pardoning God, "V II at renders tbls-clrcnmstance­
more mysterious, some who were thus struck down 
were in the habit of mocking, laughing, or trifling, 
and in tbis state were seized by an invisible power, 
and fell instantaneously, Howevel' embarrassed prior 
to the meeting, the mind, when upon the camp 
ground, becomes peculiarly ahstracted, and taken 
up with God aJJd divine things; the world is shut 
out, not only by the seclusion in a wood, but more 
fully by the sensible influence tbat is felt attending 
all the duties, drawing the mind and affections up­
wud, and inspiring a calm, heavenly, and divine 
frame. I have heard many say that they never heard 
such praying, exhorting, and preaching any where 
else; and those who engage feel such a divine afla­
tus, that they are carried along as by tbe force of a 
delightful torrent; indeed this has been so mucb the 
case with myself, the several times that I preached 
and exhorted at these meetings, that f was sensible 
of nothing hut a constraining influence, transporting 
me beyond myself, carrying me along with a freedom 
and fullness, both of emotion and language, quite 
unusual; and yet I had no vcry friendly views of 
camp meetings until I attended tnem; however, I 
am now satisfied that they arc the right hand of Me­
thodism in the United States, and one main came 
why the societies have doubled and trebled there 
,!itliin these few years;. I grant there is much enthu~ 
slasm:, and unnecessary shouting; singing, and clap­
ping hands, but I will 1I0t condemn camp meetings, 
!est I should hurt the genel'ation of God"s cbildren­
In that country, and more especially lest I should 
offe~d God, who has put his broad signet upon these 
ordInances of the forest world. -

During my detention in the United States, (through 
1:he kindJless manifested by thoie in power} I had tlle 
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Visited Philadelphia.-Anecdate respeeting Dr. Ru,h. 

indulgence of visiting an~ preach.ing at Long Island, 
the Jerseys, and also Phllad~lphla, which is one of 
the most beautiful and regular cities I ever saw, 
though I hardly think it merits the title it bears as 
well as New York. During my visit to this city. the 
£elebrated Dr. Rush died, deservedly esteemed and 
lamented as a great and good man: to the Africans 
he was a distinguished benefactor. Hence, in this 
city, they stand upan dignified ground, having se­
veral good churches, and ministers of their own co­
lour, chiefly through his former liberality to them, 
and his influence with others in their behalf. The 
funeral -of this great physician and philanthropist, 
was one of the largest I ever saw, extending probably 
a mile in length, and attended by nearly a hundred 
coaches. One of his pupils related to me a singular 
anecdote respecting him :-he was at one time, attend­
ing his lectures, and remarked, that in one of them, 
he branched out upon a subject, which he Dr. Ser­
gent had read, more largely treated upon in a work 
of Mr. Fletcher'S, and meeting with Dr. Rush, af­
terwards, my friend asked him if he knew the writ­
ings of MI'. Fletcher-Ah! yes, replied the doctor, 
I know the writings of that great and good man well; 
and can assure you he was the first that knocked the 
shackles of absolute unconditional predestination from 
my mind; before I read his works, I could not pray 
for all men, but he set me at liberty; and if I meet 
l1im in heaven, I will thank him, and say-(f you MI'. 
Fletcher, gave me just views of God's love to the 
buman family." This anecdote may be depended 
upon as an absolute fact. . . . 

On my return to New York, I VISited the City of 
Albany, on the Hudson river, the first theatre of 
(that good man) Captain We?b'slabours. From~l­
bany, I went with several fnends to see. the .ShakIng 
~uakers .. at their own settlement, whtch IS called 

z,2 
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Vi,ited a Settlement of the Shaldng Quaker •• 

Niskeana. ·We staid all night at one of their esta. 
blishments, for believers, as they are called; and had 
an opportunity t,o wi,tness the manners, worship, ,and 
doctrines of this singular people, About eight 
o'c'lock the hOllr of family worship, we were called 
into the great hall, or chapcl, in the centre of the 
building; and when we were seated, the men and 
women marched into the room, in two ranks, occu~ 
pJing the whole length, the men on one side, and the 
women on thc other; a profollnd silence ensued until 
two men and women separated from the rest, and 
Jiled off to the head ofthe room; these began to hum 
a lively jig tune, to which all the re&t kept time, first 
",,-ith a gentle vibration of their hands and whole body, 
and then by a more violent gesticulation, which ended 
in a rapid dance, that lasted about eight minutes, 
w hen they stood still; until another tune being struck, 
they proceeded as before, and continued dancing about 
twenty minutes in the whole, and then in two regular 
liues, marched out to tbeir respecti,'e rooms, having 
finished (what they call) the devotions of the evening, 
This was an establishment of believcrs; only such as 
have renounced all sexual intercourse are admitted 
into this higher order of things: separation of husr 
band and wife is a sine qna non to this distinguished 
dignity. Marriage is, by tllCse, held in tbe greatest 
detestation and abhorcnce; they consider it ,as a dam~ 
ning sin, in a word, as tbe came of all other sins; 
'.lea, they assert this wail the forbidden fruit, of which ' 
Adam and Eve eating in paradise, brought death in­
to the world and all our woes: hence, most of theh' 
exhortations to others are to beware of this great 
transgression, as. being offensi ve to God, and ,ruinous 
to the sonl. I asked the elders to give me a candid 
statement of their doctrine; the substance of which 
amoun,ts to this-a that they had received a n~w dis,:" 
pensatlon superseding the bible andall old eitablisb~~ 
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forms of religion; that Mother Ann, their foundress 
was the elect lady mentioned by John, likewise th~ 
woman mentioned in the canticles and reHlations 
and in various other parts of scripture; that she wa; 
cq ual to God, and in all respects above Jesus Christ, 
and when I asked whether she was preseut at the same 
time at all their church establishments, both at that 
in Lebanon, Connecticut, and also that on the Ohio 
more than a thousand miles distant, and at Niskcana: 
where we were then conversing; he replied in the 
affirmative. I enquired the reason why they did nAt 
pray; to which he answered, "that they had no Ileed of 
prayer,-prayers being the crutches of rotten religi­
ons; but that theirs was tbe new Jerusalem, coming 
o9wn from God out of heaven, as a bride adorned for 
her husband:" in short I could get nothing out of 
them but what savoured of the grossest delusion and 
blasphemy; and yet these people have their admirers, 
their advocates, and their numerous proselytes; the 
whole settlement belongs to them; they have flocks, 
herds, farms, and riches. Several handicraft trades 
are carried on among them; they live in a regular 
manner; keep all in a common stock; dresswith plain 
uniformity; and use the plain language thee~ thou, 
yea, nay, like the Quakers. Several who have left 
them, say they dance together in a state of p~rfect 
nudity, and have some other abominable and ~vlcked 
or.,.ies among them.-Alas! that such a disgrace 
sh~uld scandalize the human mind. I took m)' leave 
of them with a mixture of pity and disgust; for you 
might as well reason with the tempest as persuade 
them that they are wrong. . 

During my residence in New York, I receIVed a 
pressing invitation to visit t~e G~nnessee country! and 
various other parts of the mtefl~r;. an.d as I .telt a 
wish to gratify an innocent C\lnOslt~ III the hne of 
duty, I gladly embraced the opentng; a wortby 
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A Sail along the Hudson River ;-the Scenery, &c. 

friend, wl10m the times had compelled to retire from 
business, agreed to accompany me on this route, as 
well as bear my expenees, My intention was to visit 
the interiOl', the lakes, both of New York and Ca­
llada, and also the celebrated falls of Niagara, having 
no immediate pro~pect of returning home, as the go­
vernment had refused to give a flag pf truce to an,. 
more ,'essels; and I was the more disposed to this jour­
ney, hoping to have an opportunity to scatter the 
seeds of life more widely and extensiyely by such an 
~xcursio[J. 

In the early part of the month of May, ]814, we 
100k our passag-e on board of a sloop packet, bound 
for Albany . We passed with an easy gliding course, 
those stupendous clift's the highlands, rising in awful 
grandeur more tban a thousand feet above the edge 
of tbe river, and compelling this noble stream to 
take a serpentine course through this vast chain of 
mountains; of whose summits the rattl ing thunder 
and forked lightning hold indislJutable possession. 
A New York writer has given the scene a poeHc 
€haracter in tbe following lines: 

A shaggy mountain frowns among the clouds, 
O'er whose vast craggs a wilderness extends, 
Interminable, pathless, unexplor'd, 
Save where the Hudson rolls his silent wave, 
Compress'd to narrow bounds by the vast ridge, 
Yet nobly urging on his woodlanu course. 

As we passed along the rivers we were delighted 
with the picturesque scenery, the villages that slope 
from its very edge, the neat little towns of New­
burgh, AtlJens, Rhinebeck, Hudson, and many others 
which do business upon its waters, all render the 
~umm~r navigation of this river an highly interest ... 
JIlg. sal,l. Many gentlemen's seats adorn its banks, 
whIle Its own fiDe swells, expanding in some places 
two or three miles, together with its graceful bends; 
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~urving u~iil its continuance is lost to the eye, gi\'e 
It a romantic and charming appearance: the number 
of sloops sailing between New York and Albanv 
adds a beauty and richness to the scenery, while 11; 
some places vast forests extend to its very banks. The 
Kaatskill mountain, nearly opPofiite Rhinebecl{ 
ris~s with a majesty and sublimity fH!m the rive; 
which language eaullot describe; it is within a few 
miles ofthe water, and may well justify Me Barlow'i 
description: 

The hoary Kaat~kill, where the storms divide, 
W" ould lift the heavens from Atlas labouring pridp. 

After a delightful passage of four da)'5 we ani veci 
in Albany, where I wa~ kindly entertained by m.,­
worthy English friends Mr. John Taylor and famil,.. 
Albany still bears evident marl,s of its Dutch origi. 
nal, both in the conical tops of many of its houses, 
(whose gable ends face the streets) and also the 
bustle and hurry of business, of which it is still a 
crowded theatre; being the emporium of commerc~ 
to the great western terri tory, which stretclIes to­
wards that vast region of lakes which will hereafter 
be spoken of. The principal denomination in this city 
is the Dutch reformed, who have several large 
churches, and being amalgamated with the presby. 
terians ( hetwixt and whom there are only a few shade3 
of difference) form a large mass of the l'eligious 
of the state: the Baptists, the Methorlists, the 
Episcopalians, and the Quakers, have all their 
churches; but the above is tl~e principal body. Re­
Jio'ion, however, does not, III Albany, wear those 
l(~ely characters of liveliness and zeal with ~h~ch 
she is attended in New York. The Dutch relIgIOn 
is somewhat like the Dutch character, heavy and 
formal, though there are doubtle:~ many true chris­
tians in this cburch, and some emInently learned and 
good men. J preached with much liberty and com-
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Cohos Falls on the Mohawk.- SchenecJady. 

fort.in the Met1lOdist church, (a new, spacious, and 
lightsome building), and during my stay in the city 
"isited the grand and beautiful falls of the Cohos, 
upon the Mohawk river. Were it not for these falls, 
the Mohawk would beautifully glide into the Hud­
son, and so form an immense chain of inland naviga­
tion from L'lke Ontario to the city of New York: 
the cataract is about 40 feet, and the river about a 
quarter of a mile wide; the best view of them is 
either from the bridge, or the left bank of the rivev 
turning to the road which leads to Saratoga; from this 
eminence you have a charming view of the immense 
cascade, which makes the earth tremble beneath your 
feet. After spending a .week in Albany, where we 
purchased two good horses (for now we had to pur-' 
sue ollr route by land), we took leave of our worthy 
friends Mr. Taylor'S family, and on the 28th of 
May, after a pleasant ride of two hours, we arrived at 
Schenecdady; this city (for so every place of conse­
quence is called in America) is the beginning of the 
navigation of the lVlohawk river; it is a mart of COD­

siderable trade, though too neal' Albany to become a 
flourishing town. After refreshing oursel ves.. we 
walked upon an eminence 'which commands a fine 
view of the city, the n~ighbouring country, and the 
majestic Mohawk gliding at the foot of a high range 
of mountains :-this too was formerly a Dutch town., 
The church is near I y in the form of a sugar loaf,. and 
the gable ends of the l:lOuses, as in Albaey, front the 
~treets; it is, nevertheless, pleasantly situated at the 
feet of lofty llills; and }lere tbe great western turn..; 
pike begins (if roads can desel've that name), which 
are a foot deep in mud, full of stumps of trees, in­
tersected with streams, and these sometimes covered 
with rotten poles, and others Dot covered at al1,with 
now and then holes, gaps, and excavations, suffici­
ently large to swallow up a horse ancleart; indeed~ 
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most of the American roads are a libel upon common 
sense-your nec~, a.nd limbs arc in continual jeopardy; 
but, perhaps tillS IS what may naturally be ex.peeted 
of.a new cou.ntfy. Schenecdady contains a Presby­
tenan, an EpIscopal, a new Dutch, and u Methodist 
church; the last, however, is a mere unfinished shell. 
The bridge over the Mohawk is a lar're and noble 
work, built entirely of wood, and covc~ed over like 
the Schulkill bridge, near Philadelpb;u, and the 
Delaware, at TrcLlton. The old college is a Yf'!"Ier­
able pile; I walked round it, but ali beemed li:;e the 
silence ofibe grave: a larg·er and more extens;v,: one 
is now erecting under thc auspices of Dr. N oit, the 
president; I Cear, however, th~,t neither true reli­
gion, nor yet soulld learuing, flourish much at pre­
sent. Sour crabbed politics shed a bancful mildew 
over these lovely plants of Paradise, and embitter 
the sweetest streams of social happilles~. An old man 
at the tavern bawled out to e·.ery one that came in, 
" Are you a democrat or a fed?" and this appears at 
present the universal mediuni through which both 
men and things are viewed in the United statfs; 
hence, partv spirit casts a vail o\'cr this otherwise 
lovely cou~try, and spoils many of the delightful 
harmonies of human life. Sunday the 29th was a 
rainy day, nevertheless I preached in the lI11fi[li,he·_~ 
church: this term is certainly better than conven­
ticle; for I apprehend that in England the manner 
of speaking in these matiers, implicates in the charge 
of "all false doctrine, heresy, and schism," whoever 
does not beloll"" to" the chu.rch;" not but a religious 
establishment,b formed upon a sound basis, is a 
<l-reat preservative to the general morals of the 
~ ~ 

community; in this view alone, I ·scruple not to 
say, that I prefer our own comtitu~ion .with . all 
its manifold defects, to the itate of thlllgs III u!lItcd 
America; where an Atheist, Blasphemer, or an In~ 

'3 ~ 
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A dreadful TllUntler Storm.-illethodist Churches mere Shells. 

fidel is as much tolerated as a Christian; and Jet I 
know not that governments have a right to panish· 
such, further than by rejecting their e"idence ill a 
COlHt of judrcature. While I was preacliing we 
had one of the most tremendous thunder storms I 
ever witnessed;. the concussions shook the church, 
while darkness spread an awful gloom) atteodedwith 
most vivid flashes of lig'htning; the congregation 
was greatly alarmed, and as the crashing peals 
drowned my voice, I discontinued, that Jehovah 
might be heard and attended to;.. and then I changed 
my subject for that of the day of judgment; the· 
effect was such as I had desired;. an inexpressible· 
solelllnityand awe rested upon the people, while the 
voice of God in the clouds seconded the voice of God 
in his word. In contemplating the ruinous coudition· 
gf the M-ethodist church here, and several, other 
shells of churches I had seen in i'his state, I am led 
to conclude, that in the interior of New York,. 
Methodism is in the rear of all- other denominations, 
to what cause can this be imputed;. is it politics, 
avarice, or want of pure zeal" that the Methodist 
churches are only shells, or mere frames just board­
ed in? J apprehend the people are as rich as others-.. _ 
and yet their p1ac.es of worship are most miserable: 
probably one reason- is the want of more regular 
preacbing; a preacher has to cover too extensive /t. 

field with his labours; hence, a large portion of it 
must necessarily remain either poorly cultivated; or 
not cultivated at all ~ aflOther cause of this po,'erty in. 
chapels is, many people in this state neither properly 
understand, nor cordially approve Qf the itinerant 
plan;. but, a third and principal J:eas-on is, the 
preachers do not give themselves fully up to the work. 
of the ministry,-they dabble with their farms, their 
shops, aud their secular pursuits, and the couse:­
'luence is, the Lord's vineyard is neglected~ 
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Travelling along the Mohawk.-Remarks on the Rive,:, 

Monday the 30th, at the in the morning, we set 
'off on our western tour, tllfough roads as bad as deep 
.ruts, broken bridges, and rapid torrents could 
.~ake them, 'Ve had, it is true, the delightful Mohawk 
nver on our left hand, (the reader will observe, we did 
not go the Cherry Valley road, or the Mohawk would 
'have been on our right) whose banks are covered with 
finely cultivated plantations, affording some beauti­
fully romantic landscapes, . The former inhabitants 
-of this river (the Mohawk Indians,) the most war­
like of all the Aborig,inal Americans, being friends 
to the BritisI1, removed to Upper Canada, and now 
inhabit the country about Little York, so that not 
an inhabitant of the whole nation is left upon their 
former domains; their places are, however. supplied 
with Dutch and Germans, who have converted the 
hunting grounds of the Indians into delightful farms, 
and cheerful villages, "Ve were much $urprised to 
find tbe roads so interspersed with inns, as we ex­
pected to ride through much forest country and 
dreary solitude. We passed the pleasant villages of 
Amsterdam, Palatine, and Cocknahage, (tbe last is 
an Indian name); in each of which there is a church 
of the Dutch, 01' Lutheran persuasion; but we asked 
in vain for Baptists, Methodists, and Episcopalians: 
the genius of Methodism is not suited to the dull 
phlegmatic gravity of Dutc~men, .' 

The Mohawk is full of VIOlent rapIds ; hence, the 
,bargemen who navigate between Schenecdady ~n~ 
:U tica, have to pole alo.ng most of the way.; tillS IS 

both a tedious and laboflous process: sometimes the 
river winds amongst steep hills and rocky declivities, 
where it breaks with abrupt violence through the 
converging granate, and to use the 'Yords of Thom­
son, it (( wheels, and foams, and bOIls, an,d thunders 
throuo.b," On the 2nd of June we arnved at thli: 
little {'aIls, where we' stopped at the hOllse of Mr. 
., . 2 A 2 
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Stopped at the Littie Falls-a most romantic ~ce. 
. ~? 

Morale, an old English Methodist, to whom we had 
letters. In the morning Mr. Bakewell and myself 
walked round the place, which contains some of the 
wildest and most romantic scenery that nature ever 
ore.v. The Mohawk, after winding through a fine 
plain of twenty or thirty miles extent above the falls, 
is all at once stopped by a vast ridge of rocks, proba­
bly 300 feet above the level of the river below, 
through which, with violent force, he breaks his 
way, foaming;, dashing, and roaring, from one de­
scent to another, until finally having gained the bot­
tom, he glides through an immense chasm, seemingly 
cut out of the solid rock by art; we sat down 
upon a rock, and I wrote with my pencil the follow­
ing lines: 

Nature with giant pencil here has tlrawn, 
Not the soft landscape, nor enamel'tllawn ; 
But ridges, crags, and rocks rn daring stile, 
At whose wild base the hurrying w"t~s boil: 
Down from his lake, fed sourcC', the ;'vI (jhawk pours, 
And through the rinn ga,p cscajJes and roars • 

. I preached at the Little Falls, (for thi~ is the name 
of the villn2,'e through which the canal runs, that 
interlockswrth the upperpartofthe Mohawk) and had 
~he pleasure of dispensing the IllJsteries of the gospel 
III the Free l\hson's Lodge from the Grand Master's 
cIlair. From IlCnce ,Ye rode to Herkemrr, a lovely little 
town situated upon the German Flats, a large tract of 
levf'lland, whirh it IS more than prohlblc was once an' 
immense lake, till the disrup'11fe ofihe ridge at the 
little falls, afforded a vent for the waters of the Mo­
l].nvk: here, at the request ofMr .. Whittlesey, the 
Presbyterian minister, I preached in the court house, 
a more commodious place than the church; we had 
most o~ the inh~bitants of the village present. The 
~OllOWlll$ mornmg we rode to Utica, the emporium 
tor the I[]icrior of the state of, New York; this iii 
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Preached at Utica to a Part of General Brown's Army. 

just 100 miles from Albany, and 260 from the sea; 
it is built upon the scite of Old Fort Schaylee. The 
llOuses are in the first style of elegance; and the town 
contains about three thousand inhabitants, who are 
remul'kablydressy, courteolls, and polite: I preached 
here on the Saturday evening, and on the Sabbath 
morning in the market place, to a part of Gene­
ral Brown's army; who were, by the orders of 
the commanding officer, marched to the spot, 
when I applied "Prepare to meet thy God;" 
-solemn words to men marching t() the field of 
battle: many of them felt their force; the teaB 
trickled down their cheeks; pedlaps it was the last 
time divine providence warned them. They were 
then marching to Niagara to engage General Drum­
mond, where hundreds on both sides fell in n. very 
sanguinary and hard contested conflict. 0 how 
cruel is war, that brings into desperate coli usion, men 
of the same origin, the same language, and the same 
religion 1 "What a dreadful account will the rulers 
of this world have to give to the great judge of 
quick and dead! 

My preaching in the market place, at six in the 
morning, roused many to attend the forenoon service, 
at which a peculiar solemnity pervaded t.he people. 
In the afternoon, I attended the service in the Episco­
pal church, a neat and beautiful edifice; and in the 
evening, by permission of Mr. Baldwin, the minister, 
preached in the same pulpit to one of the largest con­
gregations ever known in Utica. Many people pres­
sed me to stay in the place, and several gentlemen 
were both liberal and urgent, but my desires had 
taken their flight to another climate. 

Monday we continued our route westward, and 
passed through Hartford, Clinton, Senerka glass 
works, and to Brothers Town, on the Oneida Lake: 
here the Indians have a chapel, and have for some 
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~'cars lived in habits ofpadial civilization. Occum, 
the celebrated Indian preacher, resided here for some 
time, and was very successflll among his countrymen: 
from these c.ircumstances, I should have formed \'er! 
favourable conclusions of the state of this Indian na­
tion, through whose territory we ~ ere now passing, 
}13d not some things o{'curred to induce a change of 
opinion. In the evening, greatly f.ltigued. we ar­
rived at Sulijl'an; and on 'l'flesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday, continued onf route, and passed the beau­
tiful lakes Onalldagua, Ekencotoles, and the Se­
I)ccka, stopping at the beautiful town and lake of 
Gcncva.-Geneva contains about a hundred houses, 
and is a place of much trade, The houses are chiefly 
frame buildings, neat and well painted; all possess 
a full vit~\V of this charming lake, from the banks of 
which they rise in a gradual slope. Having refreshed, 
,re rode to Ca[]andal'q ua, on a lake of the same name. 
This is the county town of Ontario; from hence we 
intended to visit "the falls of Niagara, as this is the 
last place of any note before JOu arrive at that cele­
brated cataract, 'Valking through the main street 
of Canandarqua, I was recogni5ed by a Mr. Beal, 
who, with afrcctionatp- hospitality, invited me to his 
house, aDd bcgged I would make it my home during 
my stay, Being one of the trmtees of the fine new 
Independent church. he procured me liberty to preach 
ill it on the following da'y, wbich was the sabbath. 

lVbilo at Bloomfield, near Canandarqua, we 
learned, with regret, that we could not, with any 
'3afety, vi,it the falls at Niagara, as we should have 
~n the first place to pass through General Brown's 
armY,-a circumstance that might have excited some 
stl"picion, as we were both Englishmen: and secondl'y. 
that the British had built a block house upon the op­
posite, bal:k, and frequently fired grape shot at per­
sons viewIng the falls from the American side; and 



Of' A MISSIO:'4. l'il 

====~========----===== 
~reached seven or ei~ht TilI1{"s in alld near" Canal1darql1a. 

that several travellers had nearly paid too high a 
price for their curiositYJ by hearing the balls whiz 
about their ears among the bushe~: and, although 
we were both Britons, we had no great desire to be 
killed by the bullets.of Oul" coulltrymen; so we were 
reluctantly obliged to forego the gratification of be­
holding one of the most stupendous wonJcrs of the 
globe. . 

The state of religion in this fine country, (Gcnnessee) 
does not, by any means, appear flourishing; indeed, 
tha~ is hardly to be expected, considering the state or 
excItement the present unhappy quarrel has caused. 
In religion, Arianism has spread its paralyzing influ­
ence through· the community; we found but few 
Methodists, and these not in the most flourishing 
state. At Canandarqua, however, I was enabled to 
deliver my soul, and preached plain and searching 
discourses to senators, congress men, lawyers, doc­
tors, and merchant.; all of whom composed the con­
gre~ation of this elegant church. The gentlemen of 
the place treated me with marked kindness) although 
'tbey knew that I was an Englishman: indeed, among 
the federalists and many of the respectable part of the 
community, there is much liherality and nobleness of 
sentiment ;-an Englishman is not a mark for oppro­
bium amongst thesc,-they still respect the old coun­
try, though they are nevertheless the warm and con­
eistent friends of their own. I was much importuned 
to stop, for Gad blessed his word to several individ­
uals, who said «that they greatly needed plain 
searching preaching." 

While in this town, Mr. Myron Holley introducecl 
me to see a war dance of the Indians of the Oneida 
nation, who were then going' to assist the American 
army, at the Niagara frontier: this shew of savage 
military tactics exceeded in sublimity of horror any 
thing that I had ever witu(med; lind made me deepl.! 
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])escri-ption of a \"aT Dance uf the Oneida Ind ia1l3. 

deplore that ci\"ilized nations slJOuld [esort to SUell 

barbarous allies as the Indians: the I'eadf~r, "lIo has 
j,ever perhaps, seen an Indian, can lIard I y imagine' 
any thing more horrible than a number of these enga­
ged in a W'lf dance ;-Iet llim imagine 20 or 30 of 
these warriors half naked, p,1inte:d in variolls forms, 
so as to increase an appearance of ferocity; their 
hair dressed in war stile, and their arms covered with 
plates of bruss or silver; each with a scalping knife 
III his belt, and brandishing a tomahawk o,r 8mall axe, 
as bright as silver; a I,ind of gong is struck by one 
of them, which emits a dismal and unmusical sound, 
the whole number of warriors flourishing their toma­
lJawks, set up the war whoop--a sound so teniffic and 
savage,. that it cannot be heard without achiJling emo­
tion of terror, that penetrates to the very soul; Hle rest 
consisted of running, springing, creeping, gashing with 
the tomahawk, and scalping; all accompanied with 
such barbarous yells and ferocious looks, such writhe­
ing and twisting'ofthe body and distortions of the coun­
tenance, that if a little colony of demons were to emi­
grate from the bottomless pit, their exhibition would 
hardly be more terrific.-Such is an Indian war 
dance, which, in fact~ is no other than a real repre­
~cntation of their ferocious and inhuman mode of 
fighting; and yet these Oneida Indians have been 
somewhat civilized; have had Missionaries among 
them; and have, in a limited degree, learned the 
arts of agriculture. 

From Canandarqua I visited the Sulphur Springs: 
this is a powerful stream that rolls up from a bed of 
rocks, so thoroughly saturated with sulphur, that 
large quantities are deposited in all directions; this 
place, though dreary in the extreme, is visited by 
numhers, and the springs are found beneficial in most 
cutaneous disorders. As our object of visiting Nia­
gara was defeated, we set off to visit Lake Ontario 
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A Rattle Snoke.-FaJIs of the Genncssee River. 

aod the Gennessee Falls from Bloomfield, where I 
preached on the Sabbath-day in the Academy. 'We 
rode to the Gennessee river, descending its windings 
until we came to the village above the cataract; just 
as we entered this village we passed a number of 
boys, one of whom had just given a deadly wound 
to a large rattlesnake; the animal was writheing in 
the agonies of death, until I dismounted and got him 
dispatched, that I might minutely inspect his rattles, 
his fangs, and the poison at the root of them; I gave 
the boy a shilling for his skin, wllich he readily 
stripped ofi~ together with his rattles, and two fangs: 
the monster was nearly six feet long, and full as thick 
as my arm; they are rather numerous about this part 
of the country, but not much feared, as providence has 
provided an antidote for their bite; tllis is called 
Rattlesnake Root; the Indians first discovered its 
efficacy, and to them the white people owe this in­
valuable antidote, which they chew, swallowing the 
spittle, and applying some at the same time to the 
wound. 

Having put up our horses, we walked through 
the woods to the first cataract, not without some 
suspicions of coming unawares across some of tlle 
reptiles abo've mentioned, as the thick underwood is 
much infested with them. We could now and then 
obtain a glimpse of the ri ver above the falls, gliding 
like an arrow, while the thundering sound stunned Ui 

~onsiderably as we approached the spot. The roar­
ing and foaming of the rapids before the river arrives 
at the precipice; the green tint of the water, edged 
all the way down by curling' folds of snow-white 
foam; the immediate chasm of boiling snow into 
which the river pours; the deep dense mist that hovers 
over the gulf below, through which you se€ at in­
tervals the turbulence of the bottom; the immense 
interminable mass of wood which fill» the whole of 

2n . 
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The Grandeur and Beauty of the Gennessee Falls. 

the smrounding country, and borders to the very 
edge every part of the river, which boils along as if 
in haste to escape the horrible chasm in which it had 
been engulfed; formed altogether a scene of gran­
dem' and beauty which can hardly be rivalled: the 
river is about 480 yards across, and the upper fall~ 
or principal cataract is 96 feet perpendicular; below 
these the river is again precipitated over another pre­
cipice of 57 feet, so that adding ab6ut 30 feet for the 
three miles of rapids, and the height of both falls 
will be about the same as at Niagara. After the 
fans of Niagara, these are decided~y the gmndest 
and most beautiful in the world. The ex'cavated 
amphitheatre a1l6ws the eye to take in a eireumf~r­
cnee of Qearly half a mile, though the falls themselves 
al'e not more Hlan the breadth I have assigned the 
river; but the variegated c;olour of the strata, no\v 
contrasted, flOW softened into each other, intermi~ed 
with the green foliage of the cedar above and below, 
and interspersed here and there in the midst of the· 
rock, afford a contrast of objects and of tint bea,qti­
ful beyond expression. The eye takes in this d~­
lightful scene at the same time with the iQlIlIense­
cascade illat terminates the view,-a view so inter­
mingling the beautiful with tlle mblime, that I 
considered it well worth the labour and pains of It 
ride of 400 miles, even though I had not dispensed 
the preciolls gospel along many parts of the jO\lrne,r.. 
My companion and I found it difficult io speak to eacb 
other, for I was literall y stunned with the noise, and now 
I first understood the gj;andeur and force of that ex­
pression, Rev. i. 15,-HAnd his voice as tlie sound of 
many waters." A! this immense sheet of water curvei 
in its descent, I was curious to know whether it might 
not be possible to get between the river and the rock, 
an,d ~as told that some dllring men b.~d rel111y walked 
wIthm the Vil.it iheet of ,vaters, though' the fact 
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Preached at the Geul1eisee Village, and visited ,Lake Ontario. 

fieemed indetiib-l'e) beth on a:CCDunt Dftfie kemel!Jdou£ 
noise and the uncommDn rarefadiun of the 'atmos­
phere tll'llt must .prevail within the torrent. I 
p,reached a mile from these faHsata small chapel, ()(' 
rather schaal hDnse, in the wDods, to' which we had 
to' climb Dver the stumps Df trees and la,gs, for the 
place was but recently settled; hence, the streets are 
full Df these vestiges Df the forest, for they are not 
particular 'in AmericaabDut a few stumps or roots 'Df 
trees sticking up in the streets. As soon as they 
,make a town (for town and city making are nO' such 
formidable thirtgs in this part of the gloheasmany 
might imagine) they select a piece Df the forest, and 
1hengive it a pompous name, perhaps Homer, ScipiO'" 
or Ma·nlius ; this done they fell the trees; these make 
the ft'ames, 'rafters, beams, clap board~, andshffi­
,gles Df their dwellings; the roots and stumps are :left 
to' rot in the grDund; a dozen houses are erected, a 
SChDDI, a tavern, and a mill ~ in process ·Df time 
there is a post 0' ffic e, a church, and twO' D.r three 
!BUg little boxes forlawyen, who are indispen­
·sables ·tDevery 'village in -the United States; the 
~op~e cannot live withDut those bonds ·of union to 
'keep all quiet: but I proceed. The next rnMning 
I was rimpatient t6 begin my joumey through the 
woods to Lake Ohtario; the distance was 'Dnly seven 
miles, but the road was a perfect 'bog; however., 
ahDut ten D'clock thislflajestic inland ocean bl'Oke 
-tlpon us through the trees, and caused sensations I 
cillnndt -describe. When you recollect that you are 
400 miles from the sea, in the midst of a wilderness) 
'8. r< 'Doolldless ·oMtiglil.<ity of shade, " and then view 
this vait world 0f water, over which the eye I'f>V€S 
tIl va'il'l *Dftn~ <3. boundary Dr opposi1te shore, yell 
cann-ot refrain from exclaiming « How manifold are 
,th&, w'O'rks 0 Lol'{).. in wied'om ·ha&t thou ~teitted 
them :all! I ran to taste if the wa'ters wer~ freih" 

fJ B 2 
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Bank, of the Lake flnt and unhealthy. 

hardly convinced that this vast volume of water was 
no way connected with the ocean, save by a river 
506 miles long. The part of the lake we visited is 
opposite to Little York, the capital of Upper Ca­
nada, and not far from the scene of Goldsmith's 
fine couplet: 

'Where wild Oswego spreads he>r swamps around, 
And Niagara stuns with thund0ring sound. 

'Ve were precisely between Osweg'o al'ld Niagara, 
though we could neither see the swamps of the one, 
nor yet hear the thunder of the other. At this sect­
ion of country, the lake is about 100 miles across: the 
current ofthe" Gennessee is driven back by the mightier 
waters of the Ontario; hence, the extensive and un­
healthy flats at the the mouth of this river: we could 
hardly look upon a countenance that did not bear vi­
sible vestiges of the sallow ague. A little before our 
arrival, the British had been paying a visit to these 
parts, so that all the houses in the place, except one, 
was abdicated, and we could with difficulty, get any 
thing either to eat or drink, for even thi, family kept 
their furniture and provisions hid under ground, for 
fear the intruders should repeat the unwelcome~com­
pliment. 

There is but little cuIti vation upon the banks of the 
Ontario, which are uncommonly flat, swampy, and 
unhealthy during the summer months. The day of 
our visit was intensely hot, nearly 900

; yet the 
waters of the lake were so amazingly cold, that my 
companion, who would go in to swim, became deadly 
sick, and was covered with a cold tremor, so that I 
was afraid he would have died in the act of putting 
on his clothes; this we found upon enquiry, to be a 
natural consequence of bathing in these unhealthy 
waters. 

After preaching near Sodus, I returned by the same 
route to New York, where) waiting a little time, an 
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Obtained my Passport, and embarked for France. 

opportunity presented of returning to England. I 
wrote to\Vashington, for permission to leave tbe 
country-a privi lege tbat had hitherto been denied 
me; and having obtained my passport, through the 
},indness and influence of Mr. Foxal, a respectable 
friend at Washington, on Sunday, October 23d, IS i4, 
I embarked on board the Fingal flag of truce, bound 
for Havre de Grace, in France. A large concourse 
of people assembled at the wharfs, among whom '.verc 
more than one hundred of my dear friends; these, 
after an affectionate farewell, stood waving their hats 
and handkerchiefs, until we were out of sight: it was 
truly grateful to my heart, to witness the parting kind­
ness of those whose friendship had cast a charm upona 
more than two years' captivity, and often made me for­
get that I was in an enemy's country. Yes, my dear 
friends, you" knew the heart oj a stranger," and be­
guiled its sadness by the kindness and u.rbanity of your 
actions and conversation. Thank God I anJ.at last 
delivered from bondage; I have passed throu,!?:h a 
democratic wilderness of briars and thorns, but I am 
escaped H as a bird from the fowler's snare." Never 
did party spirit so embitter the sweets of life, and 
poison the streams of social happiness, as in the 
United States of America.-In this countr)", the whole 
community is on a foam with politics; every man, wo­
man, and child is a politician; the calm Empire of 
religion is invaded, and many of the priesthood for .. 
getting the pacific disposition of their master, advance 
from the most sacred place the political creeds of 
the day; and though ministers of the Prince of Peace 
advocate and defend an offensive war upon Great 
Britain, and brand as tories and traitors, whoever 
dares to dispute their political dogma.* 

.. This is not the character of all the Mini,ters in America: there are many 
worthy, holy, learned, and zealous men in that cQ~ntry, who miud their .a~red 
I'alljng, and walk worthy of their lIigh voca,tion. 
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The Pass·engel's a l\fixtnre of many Nations. 

I am noW at sea, and my ears are no longer stunned 
with crabbed discussions: I am now no longer the 
butt of the envious republican, who hates Engiand 
and Britons, and wishes the fast-anchored island in 
the bottom of the sea. In the afternoon, we came 
tn the anchoring place off Staten Island, and on 
~Ionday 24th, stood throug'h the narrC)ws into the 
hty: here wchad to lie off' and on to wait for th~ 
:Brili~h consul, Colonel Barela\'; he arrived about 
two o'clock, p. m. when we filled and stood for Sandy 
Hook; in the evcning we put the pilot on shore, and 
then stretched ourcanvailS, before a fine north wester. 
By sun-sct the higb lands of Never sink gradually 
mixed with the horizon, while our gallant vessel 
gaily heundced over the white-topped waves. 

In this 'ship we have nearly two hundred sauls: 3. 

Frcnch abhe, an Episcopal clergyman, a Methodist 
missionary, a ~omish pricst, fOlll' nuns, and an au .. 
bess; a British consul, an American messenger, se­
"erat En2;lish merchants, and two French noblesse: 
we ha ve, ~as if b J accident, delegate>! from all q uar­
ters of the globe, native Americans, Scotch, English, 
Iri8h, and French: we have Dutch, Swiss, Batavi­
.ans from the East Indies, Canadiani, Bel'mudians~ 
W cst Indi-an1i, Nova. S-cotians,Poles, Flemings, 
Germans from the Hanseatic towns, and some other 
varieties. I should exult to hear the gospel sound·cd 
among this motley group: all these are the purchase 
of redeeming love: 0 that they might hecome the 
~'Hbjects of renewing grace ! Yes, the gay, the v(}Ila­
tile 'Frenchman, 1lJedoUa-r.!oving Amerj(y,lu, and the 
open blunt Ellghshll'lan, all need aSaviour! I spoketo 
one of the sailors about giving them some hibles I had 
procured for the pHTpose; the honest fello;,v obser'ved" 
«that sailors sometimes spoke bad words, but meant no 
Ila,.rm, as, i~ was a clIstom that they couM not.preyent." 
''''hat a 'Plty these nonest tats-should 'Consider swear-
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Pleasant Weather.-Anecdote of a young l\ LID. 

ing as a part-of a 8ailor's calling. One oCthe cooks, 
a black man, desired me to find him a cha~teJl, that 
lie might get it by heart, and liv-e up to it. Honest 
African, how many have it at their fingers' ends, but 
want thy unaffected simplicity. I put a bible in the 
other cook's pocket, which r hope he will use to his 
eternal advantage: heard the second mate swear, an4 
gently touched him by the arm; he smiled: "Alas! 
how many smile at 'what the ,world should weep." 

Tuesday. the 25th-We had a continuance of fine 
weather; most of the passengers, 11Owever, were sick; 
the wind S. W. our latitude at noon, by observation, 
39 deg. 52 min. N. We llad run III miles from San­
dy Hook. I enjoyed the fineness of a clear moon­
light evening, a smooth sea, and a fair wind: my­
mind was raised to God, felt the sweetness of confid­
ing in him. This is tlle fourth time I have crossed 
the Atlantic, and never with so little apprehension; 
I have no fear. I read Monsieur Chateaubriand's 
Travels in the Holy Land; and closing the evening 
with prayer, went to rest. 

W edne~day, 26th.-DelightfuI weather, wind S. 
W. rather cloudy about noon, hence we had no ob­
servation of the SUD: was much on deck. The pas­
sengers are civil to each other; though much crow­
ded and of many uations; we have 110 quarrels; 
all appear as the members of oue family, sociable, 
friendly, and pleased. This day I devoted to read­
ing on deck; my wife and cllildren rather sick: 
could freqently lift up my heart, but want more sen;. 
sibly the spirit of prayer. In tbe evening sat upon 
deck and sung two hymns: see very little seriousness 
among the passengers, and yet they are obliging 
and polite. One of the youug nuns used a curiolls 
l!-rgument for we~ring a crucifix at her breast: «zf 
your father was _ dead, 'Would you not like to have 
kis picture?" A fine 'moon-light night: how grand 
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A still' Gale directl) in our Teeth. 
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is the expanse of heaven and watel', when the brig-ht 
moon-beam from above quivers up-on the watery mir­
ror below! After all, a mariner's life is not vlea­
sant; "no sound of the church-going bell;" no 
assembling: in the temple of the Lord; no voice of 
praise in the tabernacles of the righteous: the air is 
pure at sea; but the soul rarely grows in grace.­
We have, thank God, little or no swearing; but the 
time is taken up with eating, and walking up and 
down. 

Thursday tlle 27th.-This day we had our pa­
tience tried by a strong easterly wind, which blew 
directly in our teeth. How many are forward to 
speak of their crosses, bnt few note the benefits they 
receive: it is a comfort, however, to the Christian, 
that fair or foul all is well, when Di"ine Providence 
"guides the helm," and sitteth upon the circle of 
the heavens. In the evening we took in some sail, 
and reefed the rest, I felt a calmness of mind in 
knowing we were in the arms of Almighty Mercy. 
Such thoughts of God as the following were pre­
sented to my mind: "He is girded ,e;ith strength/' 
a He holdeth the winds in his jist;" U The winds 
and the sea obey him ;"" lIe makcth the storm a 
calm." Our latitude was 40 dcg. 28 min. N. our 
distance from New York 400 miles. I lay down 
upon some trunks, and, under the above impres­
,iOIlS, quietly fell asleep. 

Friday the 28th.-A head wind all day; my wife 
a.nd children sick, owing to the closeness of our 
lIttle cabin, and the violent rolling of the ship. 
We had four things to make our situation truly un­
comfortable ;-a head wind, a crowded steerage, 3. 

SOUl' captain, and much sea sickness. Lord, give 
us.patience: my head was sick, and my heart was 
paIDed; nevertheless, I c~uld read and pray, and 
find solace in lookiug up to God. 
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Gave some BthIcs to the Seamen. 

Saturday the 29th.-·We had a head wind blowiuO' 
strong from the east, with much fog. I had to stay 
much below: what an uncomfortable life is a mari­
lIer's life in bad weather. Latitude at noon, 43 deg. 
9 min. N. Near these latitudes it is almost always 
foggy. In the evening' we stood to the southward, 
to avoid Sable I.sland, that most dangerous part of 
the North AmerIcan sea. The fog was deep, and 
wetting' ali rain; ~irs. Marsden and the children 
were quite sick; and most of the passengers gloomy 
on account of the weather. Alas! how much are 
worldly minds affected with the unavoidable ills of 
life! 'When things go well, they are glad, not 
grateful; when they go cross, they are peevish and 
impatient: Lord, give me thyself for my portion. 
and let my mind be calm and serene, "howe'er life's 
"Various current flow. 

October 30th.-This blessed sabbath has been 
spent without much attention to religion.-Alas! 
how little is the precious sabbath regarded on board a 
ship! It is true, the weather was so unfavourable .. 
and the sea so rough, that little could have been 
done in the way of preaching. I gave a bible and 
some religious tracts to each me.s, and had the satis­
faction of seeing the sailors reading them; God grant 
that they may be « bread cast upon the waters, and 
seen after many days." Doctor Kewley read a part 
of the litany; after this all was confusion, running 
before a south-west gale, atthe rateofnineand ten knots 
an hour. At noon our latitude was 42deg . .50min. N. 
We are now about 700 miles from New York, ra­
pidly dashing through the foaming surge; had my 
mind much raised to God; to him I could commend 
myself and family by prayer and faith: I longed for 
an opportunity to preach the riches of a Saviour's 
love, but as the steerage passengers were chiefl,v 
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Near the Bank, of Newfoundland. 

French, I was obliged to be thankful for the wish to 
do them geod. 

Monday, October 31 st.-Had the carpenter to 
widen our birth; before this I chiefly lay upon trunks, 
as the birth was too small for two persons. Pleasant 
wind from the south-west, "ith a long swell: my 
wife is much better, and able to g'o upon deck. We 
expect soon to be upon the banks of Newfoundland. 
Many of the passengers still remain sick ~ the children 
in general are well: it rained a little, and the wind 
came round to the north-west, but still with a small 
and moderate breeze. How thankful ought we to be 
that no particular sickness of a mortal nature has 
occurred! Near £00 persons on board a ship of 
betwixt three and four hundred tons, necessarily 
render our situation very crowded: the little cabin 
occupied by myself, Mrs. Marsden, and two children, 
is about six feet long', and five feet wide; here we eat, 
drink, sleep, have ~our trunks, and indeed most of 
our provisions. Some of the passengers are very dir­
ty; what a mercy that the weather is cold. Surely 
the prayers of our dear friends and relatives in New 
York are heard before the throne of love: nine days 
onTy since we left, and we are a thousand miles from 
them; cc but mountains rise and ocealls roll to sever 
us in vain." Precious friends, we love you-\ye 
think of Jou--we pray for you; but here we are 
bounding over the white surges; it is only in heaven 
that there is no separating' sea ~ cc and there was no 
~ea there." I have pleasant times in our little cabinT 
where I kneel with my little family night and morning 
and at other seasons, aud find God's presence on the 
~ighty ocean, and am comfortable; c< for where he 
v.ltal breathes there must be joy." Alas ~ I have 
httle hope of being able to do any extensive good 
among these French people-so gay, so volatile, so· 
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Nights spent on the Oc."n instructive. 

polite, all mercury; but I am afraid in faith mere 
sceptics. and in religion iitl'atU1Il supe1' stratum. 

November Ist.-l sit down in my little cabin to 
write this journal, for the satisfaction of my friends 
in New York :my two children are sleeping in the 
birth above me; my ,vi fe in the one below. The 
French, according to their usual custom, are gamb­
ling and gabbling all around me; the trampling of the 
sailors upon deck announce the bustle of navigation. 
"Ye have already been ten days at sea; to use the 
words of an elegant traveller-" Nights passed on 
the bosom of the deep are not barren for the mind." 
The stars, which appear for a moment between the 
flitting clouds; the waves sparkling around you; the 
hollow sound returned by the sides of the vessel to. 
the dashing waves, all proclaim that you are out of 
the power of man, and dependant upon the Almighty 
alone; the uncertainty of your future prospects re­
duces objects to their true value, and the world con­
templated amidst a tempestuous sea resembles life, 
considered bv a man, on the brink of eternity. Our 
latitude at ~oon was 43 deg. 34 min. N. The wind 
since the sun went down has come round to the 
eastward, so that we have it in our teeth again. 

'Yednesday, November 2nd.-This day we have 
had a violent gale of wind from the north-east; We 
had to sail under close-reefed courses-I will not say 
that the sea ran mountains high, but the storm was 
exceedingly furious: ah, amidst sllch a tempest, 
what a poor thing is man; how he shrinks into his own 
nothingness: when God rides on the tempest and 
awakes the storm! ill the midst of the mighty ocean, 
what can he do? whither can he go, but cast him~ 
eelfupon the mercy of the great God? 

He can curb the foaming sea, 
He can bid the tempest rest; 

All the elements obey 
Great Jehovah's high behest 

2C2 
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A violeut Gale of Wiud left a dreadful Swell. 

At noon our latitude was 42 deg. 30 min. N. In the 
evening the storm raged with awful fury; but all was 
calmness and confidence within. God is mighty in 
power. why should I fear? he is omnipoteut in love, 
why should I be dismayed. All was uproar and 
confullion; the winds whistling, the waves roaring, 
the captain baw ling, the men shouting, and our gal­
lant vessel creaking with the mighty surges tbat 
dashed against her side§; yet, amidst all, I could 
lay me down in peace. " .J eslts protects! my fears 
begone'" Was tossed to and fro in my birth for 
some time; however, I made shift to sleep, and had 
upon the whole, a tolerable good night. 

Thursday, November 3rd.-This was a day of 
trial, difficulty, and danger: the gale of yesterday 
having subsided t!) a perfect calm, we were left to 
the merc), of a mos'ff'tremendous swell; so that lying 
was difficult, sitting was dangerous, and walking 
"Yas impossible: our vessel rolled till the deck wa,; 
sometimes almost perpendicular; to increase the diffi­
culties, we had an assemblag'e of the miserie~ of a 
seafaring life, but still I could say, Lord, thy will 
lJe done. The night was the sall1e as the day; we 
rolled incessantly; a thousand pounds without the 
grace of God would not induce me to spend a month 
in this way; but, divine grace can make any thing 
supportable. . 

Friday, November 4tl1.--This day our latitude 
Was 42 dcg. 30 min. N. as before: longitude 'V. from 
London 52 deg. About noon a breeze sprang up 
from the north, and our rolling swell subsided; we 
began to feel as usual, but the dirtiness of the steer­
age is still a great draw back to our comfort. \Ve 
have Germaoli, French, and others around us, who 
are by no means clean; 'tis true we have a little 
cabin, but it is too small to be comfortable; we have 
to pass through the steerage, feel all its smells, see 
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Reasons for taking a Steerage PaS5age. 

all its dirt, and hear all its noises. I am sensible the 
committee would not wish me to take a steerage 
passage, as I believe no Missionary ever did befo(e, 
but by this I shall save the fund more than lIZ. 100 
..sterling, which will send out another Missionary, 
-yea, two at the rate I went out; I had £.10 allowed 
me for books and clothes, and £.25 for my passage 
to Halifax; this was a cheap way of sending out 
Missionaries: some captious person may say, Who 
will thank you for this? I ask no thanks from 
man; I did it in obedience to the dictates of my 
conscience, and after much prayer fur direction. 
Let no one suppose that I have dtegraded Me­
thodist Missionaries by taking my passage in a 
steerage;* tbe example will not be infectious, nor 
do I wish it may; for a Met.hodist Missionary in 
forsaking his country, kindred,;.Jriends, and home. 
is certainly entitled to all the coIriforts his emigrating 
into a foreign land will admit. I prayed this day for 
a fair wind, and beginning to despond opened my 
hible on Luke i. 20. which removed my doubts, and 
the event proved that «There is rt God that both 
heareth and answereth prayCl';" praise him, 0 
my soul! 

Saturday, November 5th.-This daY$ for the first 
time since we left New York, we have, thank God, 
been sweeping away ten or eleven knots before a finc 
westerly gale; to transpose an expression of Job's, 
the vessel seemed to swallow the sea with fierceness. 
We passed the banks of Newfoundland 1his forenoon, 
and are now dashing across the mighty Atlantic. 
What a sublime idea; a small vessel crossing tbe vast 
ocean; a few planks nailed together, and borne upon 

* One principal reaoon of my taking a steerage passage was the extravagant 
demand of £Jl05 for a cabin passage, for myself, Mrs. l\IarsdeD, and two 
~hildrell. . 
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The Intrepidity of Columbus in first crossing the Atlantit:. 
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the bosom of the stormy and multitudinous abyss; an 
e:manse of ocean below, and a vast concave of sky 
ab~'\'e, while a solitary ship is crossing three thou­
<:wd miles of the water V waste! 0 Columbus! how 
DllSt. thy bosom have b~en steeled against the dangers 
"f the sea' how a;'dcnt tby curiosity; how eagle­
{'Jed thy knowledr,:e; how strllng thy passion for 
facne" to carry thee a[)d t:,'y g,dlant vessel across the 
wide, unkllown, and llIlCXp!Ofi'd western ocean, to 
dimates and riven till i!H:U "unknown to song." 
'~Yhat a theatre for the exercise of faith in the bound­
less power and providence of that awful Being who 
"rides IIpon the stormy skies, and manages the sea-s," 
Yes, mariner, make God thy refuge, for 

Many enemies thou hast 
Oll th", blue expan;irc '1';1\'", 

f~very billow, rock, and blast, 
Open inlets to the grave. 

How is it that I feci less apprehension wIlen at sea. 
than formerly? Is it, my Lord, because I have 
larger views of thy boundless government and infi­
JJite mercy? or, is it because sensitive apprehension 
is mme blunted and obtuse b\' repeated exposures? 
I have crossed the siormy uar of Fundy nine or ten 
-times-was six weeks an my passage from England 
tn Halifax-sailed from H~lifax to St. John-from 
Annapolis to New York, and bad. to Digby-from 
St. John to Bermuda-from Bcrmuda to New York 
-and 1I0W from New York to England. This is 
-the thirteenth d:!.:y since we sailed, during' which time 
I have eat, drank, ,read, vrot!', sung, slept, prayed, 
~nd, cxcept the rolling of the ship, have felt little 
wcollyc'nicDre, as I never was sea-sick in my life. 
My ~'a.r of spending my time is as follows: in the 
morDlng; ,pray with my little family; then, get break­
fast, WJ.lIC~l, as we are in the steerage, and Mrs. 
)1arsden SIck, I get myself; in the forenoon I write 
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Litl1e Rt"g'lJarity or Divine 'Vor&hip on Shi11hoard. 
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my little journal of the past day, nlld then read; in 
the afternoon rcad, walk the deck, and converse; 
and when night comes, conclude the dav with my 
family in prayer. ,) 

Sabbath day, November 6th.-This has heen a. 
·solemn day to my soul. "Ve had a cRlm this mortl­
ing; but in a little time tIle wind srrung up, first 
\!louth-east, amI then finally seWed in the ;-outil .. we5t. 
In the forelloon I was about to ofrer my services to 
preach, as the day was morleraJe, whell Colonel 
Barclay, the British consul, and seTeral ether gen­
tlemen, requested I would act as chaplain; so the 
passengers and crew assembled upon the quarter 
deck, while I applied those solemn words, "11wu 
fool, this night shall thy so~l be required oj thee /" 
They all heard with deep attention, and a number of 
them thanked me most affectionately for the dis­
course; but alas! what tcdious days are sabbaths 
on board a ship to a Christian; « How amiable are 
thy tabernacles, 0 Lord /" There is something in 
the clccency and order of the house of God, which, 
considered as a mere building, greatly helps the de­
votion of the heart. There are several reasons wh y 
sea sabbaths are not pleasant to Christians: 1. Ther'e 
are no external signs of the sabbath; no sound oftbe 
church-going bell. 2. There is no house of God, 
no neat elegant chapel, or venerable ~otbic edifice. 
3. No comentaneous collection of Christians, all 
tending to the house of God. 4. No sacrament; no 
harmonious singers; no pulpit, no altar; no stated 
times. 5. It seems like a day of labour; the 
rolling of the ship, the working ofthe sails, and fre­
quent bad weather, prevcnt any worship; add to 
these the want of silence, retirement, and solemnity, 
cause a general absence of devotional feeling. Can 
we say that the iea is less favourable to d~votion than 
the soil? one l1Ii~ht suppose that the lofty expull.e 
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A pale lIIeleor ,at upon the Topmast. 

of heaven; the wide C( wave swelling ocean;" the 
presence of dangers, and the absence of tile world's 
baubles, would all tend to lift the soul through the 
sublime of nature "to nature's God; but this is not 
always the case, some people who do very well on 
shore seem to lose all their religious emotions at sea. 
This day our latitude was 43 dcg. 30 min. N. longi­
tude by dead reckoning, 46 deg. W. for we have no 
chronometer, no measuring the angular distance of 
the sun and moon, no telescope to watch the immersion 
of Jupiter's Satellites, we depend all upon our log 
and glass; we go eight knots an ho.ur, but all is in the 
hand of the Almighty. 

Monday, November 7th.-"V e are still wafted on. 
ward by 11 fine westerly breeze: truly sailing is plea­
sant when the wind is fair, the sky blue, and the 
ocean smooth. To day onr latitude was 43 dcg. 3 
min. N. and longitnde 44 dcg. west. Last evening 
in a squall of thunder, rain, and lightning, a pale 
meteor sat upon the topmast, and soon disappeared: 
this, I apprehend, was what the ~leathens called Cas­
tor and Pollux; it is said that the Argonauts being 
endangered by a tempest, that Orpheus offered vows 
for the safety of the ship, when immediately two lam­
bent flames appeared over the heads of Castor and 
Pollux, which appearance was succeeded by a calm. 
H is strange seeing this is the fifteenth day since our 
departure that we have not seen a sail: what!-are 
the Americans banished from the ocean; have these 
sticklers for (C free trade and sailors' rights" lost all 
trade and sent their mariners to the wilds of Ken­
tucky, or the lakes of Canada? it always appeared 
to me a singular method of defending these, to fall 
upon the defenceless and unoffending inhabitants of 
Upper Canada; but alas! this was only the varnish, 
a mere tub to catch the whale. Another motive dic­
tated the present war; I am now upon the ocean, 
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In the Midst of the Atlantic Ocean. 

and will freely declare my sentiments without fear 
of the stigma of toryism, 01' the hiltred of any person: 
I bbme no man for being loyal to his country, but 
to support an administration that is evidently ruining 
its best intere~t, is as foolish and unreasonable, as it 
would have been for Englishmen to have supported 
all the popish absurdities of King James the second. 

Tuesday, November Sth.-This day our latitude 
was 44 deg. 9 min. N. long·jtude 39 deg. W.; so by 
the blessing oLa good Providence, we have nearly 
made half our passage in ]5 days: we have sailed at 
least 1600 miles, without sickness, without accident, 
without discord; a'nd yet we have Methodists, Epis­
copalians, Presbyterians, Roman Catholics, Qua­
kers, Lutherans, Seceders, Nothingarians and Deists, 
on board. 

Wednesday, November 9th.-Neither wind nor 
sun, but fog and rain all this day. "Te are now in the 
middle of the Atlantic ocean-in whose dominions? 
not in America,-not in England,-but in the domin­
ions of the God of nature! 0 ur vessel is a good sea 
boat, dry in the hold, dry upon deck: tbanks to g-ru­
cious Providence for bring'ing liS thus far; amen­
hallelujah. 

Thursday, November lOth.-Hazy, wet weather, 
the wind S. W.; a good breezc. 0 ur latitude at 
meridian was 46 deg. 30 min. N. "Ye are going nine 
knots an hour: the dampness uf the weather depresses 
my body as we approach toward the eastern hemis­
phere; however, it is a consolation that we arc has­
tening nearer our desired haven,-Ah ! who would 
go to sea for pleasure ?-alas! they must have very 

, mistaken notions who go to sea for amuscment: are bad 
weather, rolling, tossing, want of slee~, bilge water, 
confinement below, &c. &c. pleasant CHcnmstances ? 

Friday, November Ilth.-Wind fail' from the 
north· west ; we have sailed more than 200 miles the 

2D 
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Past the Meridian of the Western Island,. 

last 24 hours. Our latitude to day was 48 deg. 12 min. 
N .longitude29 deg. "V. ; so that we haye made nearly 
two-thirds of our passage in the last eighteen days, 
being past the meridian of the "Yestern Islands, we 
IIOW begin to feel the cbilnes5 of European air: it i~ 
14 years since I was in so high a latitude as the pre­
sent: ah! how mao)' events ha\e taken place both ill 
the eastern and western world since that period. 
Little did I think when lea\'i:lg England for Nova 
Scotia, that I should continue an exile from my native 
land for He years and 4 months; how man y ofthe old 
,'eteran preachers have gone to the land of their fa­
thers since that period: Thompson is gone-Hopper 
is gone-Mather is gone-Pawson is gone-Rankin 
is gone-Ruthe:ford is gOl1~, and a number more ;* 
hut thank God excellent Joung men are continually 
starting up to fill their places. My llati\"e country 
will appear as a foreign Jund; strange faces, and 
perhaps, strange mam:crs.-Ah! how I long to se~ 
the white <:liffs of Albion !-the land whom dis­
tant tyrants hate in uin! My wish i3, that the 
land which gave me being, may give me a grave: 
v,hen I go home to my heavenly Father, I shall see 
a better country; bot till tben, I despair of seeing a. 
llappier, wiser, freer land. England, the nation I 
love, has aboli,hed slavery !-resCl:lCd Europe from 
the grasp of a tyrant !-sent the word of truth to the 
ends of the earth, and appointed active Missionaries 
as living teachers, to instruct the heathen in the great 
doctrines of salvation and happiness !-Is this the 
land thai- American politicians would sink to the bot­
tom of the ocean? 

Saturday, November 1,2th.-This has been a calm, 
doudy, raw, and gloomy day; one of those gloomy 

.. Ljttli did I lhen bolV that my dear friend and patron Dr. Coke was dead. 



OF A MISSION. 2'1.1 
.. . 

The Goodness of God in bringing me through manifold Troubles. 

November days, in which a French writer says, 
<C ~nglishmen ·hang and drown themselves." I have 
thIS day been led into the following reflections: it is 
more than 14 years since I cross£d the Altantic, 
friendless and unlmown; what hath God wrought 
since then? I have now many friends and spiritual 
children in Nova Scotia, in New Brunswick, in the 
Somers Islands, and the United States of America: 
I was then going to a strange land; now I am return­
ing to my own country: I was tben beginning my 
career of travel and trouble; since then I have travel­
led some thousands of miles by sea and soil; but God 
hath brought me through all: I have been in perils 
in the wilderness; in perils on the ice; in perils cros­
sing rapid rivers in log canoes; in perils in snow 
storms; in perils thrown from horses; yet I have al­
ways been delivered. The God of Missionaries hath 
fulfilled all his promises, both in spiritual andicmpo­
ral matters, and has left me nothing to regret but the 
unfaithfulness of my heart and the defecti veness of m J 
-seHices: 0 that I could make both the ocean and the 
hnd resound with his praises! I wish to be a stran­
ger and pilgrim wherever I go; the Lord knows that 
I return home with no large expectations, but with a 
pure desire to love and glorify God. Forbid it 0 
my God, that I should indulge a single prospect that 
is not combined with thy glory. I am now 900 miles 
from my natiye shores; France, Ireland, Scotland, 
England,-all extending their sea-beaten shores to 
the eye of my mind. Ah! how little is an individual 
compared to the kingdoms of the Globe; and yet 
worlds are not equal in value to an immortal soul. 

" \'Vhich shall survive 
,: Sun, seal), and stars, and live while angels li.ve!" 

Our breeze freshens; most of the passengers are 
flushed with the hope of getting on shore the next 
week; but thy time is the best, thou wise and 
gracious God! 
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Preached in the. great ('.lhin "ith Satisfaction. 

Sunday, November 13111.-This day, though ex­
ceedingly unwf'll, I performed my duty as chaplain, 
and as it was too rough to preach upon deck, at the 
reqnest of the pasSf'ng'ers, I preached in the cabin, 
with some degree of liberty and comfort: all the 
time we were going before a south west gale, at the 
rate of ten and eleven miles an hour. The gentle­
men of the cabill invited me to dine with them: had 
some agreeable conversation with Col. B the British 
consu 1, on I'elig-ion; tile Colonel is pretty well ac­
quainted with Methodism, and adverted to those days 
in the United States when the Methodists were united 
with the Church of England, but seemed to regret 
that they should have become a separate body in that 
country. Our latitude at noon was 49 deg. 34 min. 
N. our longitude 24 deg. 'V. from London. The 
gale fresb, with rain; but 'tis pleasant to be going 
eleven miles an houl'. Col. B. told me he had been 
across the Atlantic a number of times, at different 
srasons of the year, but did not recollect to have had 
~o favourable a passage as the present is likely.to be; 
thus, in the gloomy, stormy, and onen unpleasallt 
month of November, God has given liS a fine time, 
and fair weatber; surely tbis is an answer to my 
prayers all last winter. "Bless the Lord, 0 my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits." 

Monday, No\cmber H,th.-This day we had a 
stiff gale from the south west; our latitude was 49 
deg. 55 min. N. longitude 16 deg. W.; little com­
fort upon deck; staid below alld read Cowper's 
Poems and Cook's Voyages. During this passage I 
have read the following books: Zimmerman on Soli­
tude, Cal yin's Life, Scott's Force of Truth, Chateau­
bria~d's Travels, The Son of a Genius, and some good 
portIons of the Holy Scriptures. What a blessing to 
~ave a taste for reading, and to have amp Ie resources 
1Il one's own mind! HO"\tedious mud a sea voyage 
be to a man who has no int'f;llect-no mental stores-
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Never, during all my Absence, lost the Love of my Conntry. 

no ability to commune with his own thouo'hts: there 
ar.e twelve hours in every day that must fly on leaden 
wings to 5uch a mortal; on the contrary, 

He that has treasures of his OIlIl, 

1\\ ay leave a palace or a throne; 
May quit the world, and dwell alo[le 
'Within his spacious mind. 

Tuesday, November 15th.-Rough and sQually. 
'This day,' being in latitude 49 dcg.30 min. N lon­
gitude II deg. W. ,,"e had soundings, with 75 fathom, 
and concluded we were in the chops of the channel; 
thus ill 22 days we have cfossed the "ast Atlantic, 
baving sailed '1300 miles in the last seven: let him 
have all the praise who (C holdeth tlle 'Iciuls iii his; 
Jist, and the 'wafers in the hollmu of his lUlid," 
lVe have Ireland under our lee, and the Scilly Islands 
ahead; are going \\ ith c/osc'l'eefrcd top sai'ls nearly 
nine knots; and to-morrcw, by the blessi!:g- of God, 
may see land. 0 my dear native shOfes! through 
all the cha.nges of place and climate I have pas,,''] 
for these lasd 4 years, tbe Joye of my native COllntn 
has never forsaken me: "England, 7cith all th,7! 
faults I love thee still! Neither the sunny grov~.; 
of Bermuda, the rich settlements of the United States, 
nor the plentiful shores of Nova Scotia, could ever 
blot the love of country from my heart. lVell, but 
what has England done for you? She gave me birth! 
the lig'ht of salvation there first visited my soul! amI 
thence my brethren sent me to carry the light of the 
gospel to the ends of the earth! 

Wednesday, November 16th.-This day we have 
had a strong wind from the lIorth west; at meridian 
our latitude was 49 deg, 44 min. N. and and at two 
o'clock p. m. we made the Scilly Islands, and passed 
them within about five miles; in the evening early 
we saw the light house at the Land's End, and now 
about seven p. m. we: are sailing past the Lizard 
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Safely landed 00 the Shore, of my dear native Country. 

light house; thus in three weeks and two days, God 
hath safely broug'ht us across the vast Atlantic, a 
distance of more than 3000 miles< it seems like en­
chantment t!Jat three weeks ago I should be with my 
friends in New York, and now am within ten miles 
-of the British coast. Truly the Lord hath wonder­
fully remembered mercy; hallelujah! praise the 
Lord. 

Thursday, November 17th.-I am once more ar­
rived in my dcar native land. This morning, being off 
Torbav, and several of the passengers desiring to be 
set on· shore, the Captain made the signal to some 
fishermen to come along side. I had wished to pro­
ceed on with the vessel to France, but my wife 
feeling a desire to land (and well she might, having 
been so much sick), I agreed with one of the fisher­
men .. who put us ashore at Brixham, for two guineas; 
thus, after an absence of 14 years, I kneeJed down and 
liissed the shores of mv dear native land, and thanked, 
from my soul, the God of all merc'y, who has ful­
filled ODe of the dearest wishes of my heart. 

',,)iD OF THE NARRATITE. 
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Respectfully inscribed to all Fureigl~ Missiollari~s, l.U the", 

affectionate Servant, the Autltor. 

:PREACH THE GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE.- ·:,;Au,r xvi. 15. 

The Cross display 

To the bright regions of the rising day: 

Tempt icy seas, where scarce the waters roll, 

Alld bid religion flourish 'neath the pole. 
POPE. 

HAIL men of God! all hail intrepid youth! 
Who lift the baDners of Almighty truth; 
And feel your hearts with holy zeal expand 
To wave the Cross o'er every distant land: 
Nor fear to pass the separating tide; 
Angelic hosts your guard, and love your guide. 
Servants of God, for you I strike the lyre: 
IV[ay wisdom guide my pen, and grace inspire. 
Oh! may my heart the noblest ardours fecI, 
And God approve, and truth direct my zeal! 
I give my mite, and could I more impart 
The warmest wishes of a grateful heart; 
For the poor Heathens' sake would all bestow 
To shed a gleam of gladness on their woe: 
To save them from idolatry and guilt, 
And phwgc them iu the blood Emmanuel spilt; 
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O'er their dark regions pour supernal light; 
And to meridian turn their deepest niglle 
Arise my noble friends> and hear the call 
Of unsav'd myriads on this guilty ball. 
Go-plant the cross on every sea-girt isle; 
On every land, and bid the desert smile. 
Make the reviving gospel widely known 
From the world's girdle to each frozen zone. 
Thl'ough Scotia's woods> o'er Carib isles proclaim 
A free salvation in Emmanuel's name. 
\Yhere'er the breezes blow or rivers glide; 
"\Vhere flames the rising sun> or rolls the tide, 
At Jesus call for man's salvation speed: 
Nor pain, nor toil, nor men, nor demons heed. 
A rugged path may lacerate your feet; 
But bright the crown shines--thc reward is sweet. 
This holy path the bleeding martyrs trod 
This tribulated thoroughfare to God. 

Meanwhile belov'd of}~eaven, 'tis yours to g'Yow, 
\Vith zeal, which none but God's true legates know. 
The burning sands of Lybia to illume; 
And shed a radiance o'er her ethnic gloom: 
Bid Ethiopia her hand extend, 
And point the Black Man to the sinner's friend. 
Your noblest powers of mind and strength exert, 
And every man of every clime convert; 

Through Scotia's tOouds, &:r:. Nova Scotia and the West Indies, a1thaugh 
roue:) benefited already by l\lh.sionaryexertio!J", afford still a noble field for 
the ~pread of the gospel. There are nearly 80,000 jn~abitant9 in the former, 
and near a million blacks in the latter place. The blacks we have .nslaTed, 
t:ontrary to all Jaws divine and human. Shou1d we not, as the best recompense 
:e oan make ~hem f~r. our injustice, srnd them, tbrough the medium of the 
~o;rel, the precLOu, religIOn of the Lord Jesus Christ? 



THE MISSION. 

Amplificate the reign of saving grace, 
Till healing mercy all mankind embrace: 
'fill Idol fanes and Pagan altars fall ; 
Till Jesus reigns from Paris to Bengal: 
And the wide earth, to her remotest shore, 
His word believe,-lIis excellence adore. 

Join'd with the L'lmb in the delightful plan, 
That leads to deathless bliss immortal man; 
Scoffers may sneer, and fools Jour toils despise; 
Your great pursuit is noble, just, and wise. 
Not Howard's self a brighter mercy plan'd, 
Than he who spreads the Cross in Heathen land. 
The world's disciples rna,}' condemn the deed; 
But graft their ardour on the Christian creed. 
When science, letters, fame, and gold invite. 
How far they travel-how unfoiled write. 
Each nerve is brac'd at glory's instant call ; 
And wealth or pleasure's magnet-draws them all. 

In Heat/len land. Some of those who are unfrh>ndly to missions assert, that 
it is harsh and uncharitable- to Sl'PPOSC that the Heathens will be lost; ),ca, 
some holy men have admitted that if they follow the light of "atllre, they will at_ 
Jast share an inferior degree of glory, and be finally saved by Christ, althon~l, 
they have never heard of his name: this was the opinion of the author, until he 
heard some strong reasoning by Mr. Benlion, at the Lont..lon l\li~sionary l\leet­
ing, which shook his former opinions, at1l1 excited him to look more deeply 
into the subject; the fesuJt of his present views arc in the sequel of this nott'. 
ny the light of nature we may suppose the dictates of comcieue< I theh' COII­

science in the time accusing or excu!5ing them. Now, it is" plainly demonstrable 
that tbe Heathens in general have no interllal notiolls of what is proper, but, '!.i 

far as we have any knowledge of them, arc univcrsal1y depraved; for, do('s th(~ 
Jight of nature teach the Hottentot to murder, and the Greenlander to bury 
alive his aged parent I Does this lighLiDstruct the Chinese to throw their fe­
male children into the river Hogley, or the Hindoos to leave them to perish on 
the banks of the Gange,? Does it prompt the America" Indian to broil hi; 
prisoners, and the SOQth Sea Islanders to sacrifice living men to their E~ooes ? 
Has this principle institnted the abominable and impure worship of Juggernaut; 
or do~> it insteuct the women of Malabar to burn themselves with the bodies of 
th.eif dead husbands I Iu It word, where are the HeatheDi to Lte found who 
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Each fearless hero braves the hostile camp; 
Each son of science wastes the midnight lamp: 
The merchant boldly tempts the waves and wind; 
Columbus bravely leaves his Spain behind: 
Intrepid Brnce an arduous task pursues 
Through burning sands, hot winds, and noxious 
Bounds 0 'er the ocean, to remotest shores: [dews; 
Seas, rivers, mountains, lakes, and woods explores: 
To find the source of his adored Nile, 
He bore with stoic priue incessant toil. 
Nor are the gravest free,-the wisest clear; 
Both sage and erudite will trifle here: 
An altitude to tnke-a star to see; 
To observe a transit-measure a degree; 
They vent'rous sail rOHnd earth and ocean's tiue, 
A.nd deem their time and talents well apply'd. 

Their cundue! is a legacy for you; 
'Vith equal zeal a nobler \York pursue: 
A nobler motive prompts to nobler deeds; 
A purer fame,-a brighter crown succeeds. 

worship the frue God jn an~· form tJj:~t is not a libel ul)on his perfections, and: 
a scandal to devotiol1? Is not the worship of God a consequence of di\iue 
knowledge? hut, "hat knoHledge of GoLi do the Heathens possess? Theft, 
cruelty, perfidy, whor.:dom, murder, and idolatry ill it::; most debasing furms, 
are the common vices of IIeathens: the.v arc withuut hope and without God in 
the world; given up to a reprobate mind, and filled with all unrighteousness; 
and it is nothing to the point to say "'Whosoever calls upon the flame of the 
Lord will be saved," or that" In every natioll he that feareth God and w{Jrketh 
righteousness is accepted of him;" for, how can they call ullon God who have 
not 50 much as heard DC him? and, tio tlley even ill the lowebt seDse of the 
word, either fear h~m or work righteousness? Alas! their btate is deplorably 
dark; and though we are not justified in throwing tbe bolts of God, or dealing 
damn~tlOn round the world, yet we should be far from the presumption of 
peophng the kingdom of heavell witb such characters as the HeatheDs in their 
~resent state ~ rather let UI unite to send them that precious gospel which en­
IlghteDs tbe mlDd, llUrifies tbe heart, aDd iwpart' comfort. under every portiva 
ef human calamiti ... 
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Yours is the noblest cause that either man 
Could prosecute, or the Redeemer plan: 
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A cause for which, Jon burning day-star rolls, 
From east to west, across earth's balanc'd poles; 
For which, yon softer moon hel' light imparts, 
Guiding to calm reflection human hearts: 
For which, the prophets spoke-the martyrs bled' . , 
For which, redeeming mercy bow'd his head. 
A cause that comprehends all human weal: 
For which, all tongues should plead--all bosom! 
All hands impart-all human hearts engage [feel: 
To spread on earth, a more than golden age. 
Here talents may unite ;-here eloquence, 
Its noblest thoughts-its richest words dispense; 
And men and angels, emulously join 
To spread and promulgate th~ plan divine: 
Tililove,-till universal love, unfeign'd, 
Shall speak on earth, a paradise regain'd. 

Say not the work is wild and premature: 
The Lamb shall open every closed door. 
Bid night and error from the world depart; 
And build his throne in every human heart. 
.Already all the gracious signs appear, 
That speak the bright the promis'd epoch near. 

Already "ll the gracious signs appenr. Tbere is hardly a spot in the globe 
where the hlessed gospel has not either retlected ,some scintillations of divine 
light 01' sbone with a more holy splendour dunng the fify years that are 
vast.' Greenland's desolate shores, AfIica'~ sandy deserts, Labrador'~ unfre­
quented regio"" the burning Carib and AntIlles ls!ands, the ,L,,~es of Canada, 
the ballks of the Ganges, have all been cheered WIth the beDlgmly of th" h?IY 
'Visitor, whose pure and salutary intluence has been shed both among tlie SPiCY 
groves of Ceylon, and the. sickly, swamps of Java; tlte islands of the Southern 
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The spreading cloud some gracious drops distils; 
The, first ripe fruit adorns the distant hills. 

See, in the east, some streaks of glory shine 

Along the north, and o'er the burning line 
The secd is scatter'd; here and there a place 

Is grcerl; the soft apIHoilch of vernal grace,. 
. BespeaKs"a boundless summer near at hamt 
To spread a whitening harvest round the land. 

Did the Redeemer bid his servants go 
To cvery nation and to all below, 

To preach rich gospel grace fulfraught and free 
As the soft e1.lIrf Of earth-circling sca. 
The hOlli' is come; -a thousand voices sa)" 

In every land prepare, prepare the way! 
God's ripcniilg providential signs unite, 
O'er Pagan minds to pour mil!enial light, 
And seud his truth to natiolls long forgot 
In every language of tbe polyglot. ' 
He will arise, his kingdom to assert, 
To crmh his enemies, or to convert; 

And, though a thousand obstacles may frown, 
His arm shall dash each proud opposer down; 
Shall sink the towering; mountain's crested pride, 
And Lid deep ri ,'ers through the desert glide. 

':Irain, and the .East India Archipclaj:;o, have both heard this messenger of the 
s~les. Tht' ,e;o';.pel 1';15 hl'tJLl preachf.d in thl": cold woods of Nova Scotia and 
:\ew BrunsWick; the convicts of Port Jackson, the troops af Gihralter, and 
the fishermen of ,'.;<wfo"ndlanrl, hav!! all heard the joyful sound. The pagod 
or th~ Budh;,!. and the palmetto hut of the Black Man, bave been visited by 
the mml.3tcrs (,f Chri5t; they have sJ)uncleci forth salvatioll from the palms of the 
-culh to Ihe lofty pin .. of the north; from Britain to Tartary, and throughout 
.11 the shore~.',r Columbia in tile new world! 
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Yet, as he uses means to work his ends, 
And second causes with the primal blends, 
On you the high distinguished grace is shed, 
His gospel-light and happiness to spread: 
From man to man through all the moral race~ 
To teach the doctrines of atoning grace; 
O'er every sea, o'er every land you cross, 
Erect the banner of the bleeding Cross! 
And claim it for and in Emmanuel's name, 
The moral empire of the conquering Lamb! 

And shall vile sloth and unbelief preten<l 
To damp this ardour, and the sin defend; 
Create new obstacles on every hand, 
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And to a mountain swell a grain of sand; 
Quench the pure flame of consecrated zeal, 
·Which burns in many breasts for Pagan weal? 
Forbid it, Lord! let thy pure gospel run, 
Thy kingdom triumph, and thy will be done: 
Thy servants with celestial courage bless; 
Bid them go up and Heathen lands possess, 
Surmount each hind'rance, fly at Jesu's call, 
O'er earth and ocean like laborious Paul! 

If Heathen Greece, the polish'd and the brave, 
Embrac'd the gospel as God's power to save; 
Diana's fane, Apollo's shrine forsook, 
And every Heathen rite and magic book; 
Sage Consul Prretor to the Cross submit, 
Renounce their riches~ learning, fame, and wit. 
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If Corinth, Athens, Antioch, and Rome, 
Sunk in the deepest night of Pagan gloom, 
Embrac'd the gospel record, and were won 
To faith and bope in God's eternal 80n,-
"Vhy dread impediments from fiends or men, 
He'll conquer now, whose cross triumphed then. 

Live near to Jesus! you his envoys are, 
In every land the objects of bis care; 
On sea or soil Emmanuel will attend, 
By day to comfort, and by nig'ht defend; 
Expanding brighter prospects to the view, 
He'll lead the van, and be the rear gnard too; 
New Scotland's woods or Gambia's wilds illume, 
And bid tbe burning sands of India bloom. 
For whether in a wigwam or a kraal, 
A Negro's cottage, or a Rajah's hall, 
A wood or waste, a cabin or a cave, 
His smile shall gladden and his arm sh~lI save. 
Lo! "J am with you" says the Prince of Grace, 
In every trial as in every place; 
The barren J'i'Rste my presence shall beguile; 
My love shall sweeten every pain and toil; 
My promis'd aid shall every grief compose, 
And sweetly soothe your warfare and your woes. 

If Corinllt, Athens, Antioch, and Rome. Tertullian addressing the Roman 
go\'ernors in behalf of the Christians, assures them that although the Christians 
are ~s stran~ers of no long standing, they had already filled all places of their 
dnmmlon..,; tbeir cities, islands, ca~tles, boroughs, councils, armies, tribes, the 
)lalace, till:' srnate, and the forum; they had left to the Heathens only their 
t~mples: if we were, !'aith he, to make a general seeession from your domi ... 
IlIon6, you 'n>llld be astonished at your solitude. . "BURDER. 
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Then go ye holy men, the Lord will stand 
Your friend by day and night, by sea and land: 
Go in llis :Iamc, and on his love confide; 
Go, 'and the God of love shall be your guide: 
Go cheerfully, nor dccm the warfare hard; 
If great the labour, grcater the reward: 
Your help, the lost, the abject wretch implores; 
The injur'd Negro calls from Carib shorcs; 
Each solitary settler from his Lakes, 
To you his mild appeal for succour makes; 
From distant Ganges to the Senegal, 
C( Come hclpus," save liS is the cry of all. 

Before you see tIle Heathen worlddisplay'd, 
Wrapt in the deepest errors' sevenfold shade; 
A thousand islands in thc Southern main 
Implore your aid, and shall they ask in vain? 
Dark Africa, where desolation reigns 
Along her sickly swamps and sandy plains, 
Invites VO~t to her- shores, the Cross to raise, 
And bid the wilds resound Emmanuel's praise. 

InlJiles you to Iter l:i!lores. r::xcept the abolition of the slave trade, which was 
OIlly a m::'rc ref'rainin2; from the :2;leatest crime in the world, it i:llamentable to 
retied how little has heen done by civilized Europe for puor jnjured, oppr('s~ed, 
and degraded Africa. ¥.? e have 'wronged her in the face of the SUD; yea, in 
the sight of God C!ud allgrh; we have excited civil wars along her peaceful 
plains; we have stolen and enslaved lief children; we have just HIed our cruelty 
by degrading rdlectiol1s upon her colour and inferiority; and ,,,hat recompense 
have we Illade her? t grant th~ African society has come forward nobly in her 
behalf; the church J\lissiunary coeiet)'; the Moravians at the Cape of Good 
Hope; f)r. Vanderl,emp and others amon!!; the Hottentots; the lIIcthodist,and 
others at ~ierra Leone have JUlie some little; but alas! this is only as adrop in 
the ocean 'for a country compre~cnding 62 degrees of latitude, and containing., 
perhaps, a tifth part of the entire population of the globe. I~ord, hasten the 
time ,,.lIell "l~thiopia ,hall streich forth her Imod, to Goll." 



224 THE MISSION. 

Yon burning isles that spot the torrid zone, 
'Where oft the lash is heard, and oft the groan 
Of famish'd Negroes driven o'er the soil, 
To hoe the cottOIl, or the cane-plant boil: 
Those isles invite to plant sweet Sharon's rose, 
W here the dar k Ullas (jf oppression gI'OVrS; 
T' inwreath the sweets that on devotion grow, 
With the fell chains of slavery and woe, 
And bid pure Christan hope her standard rear, 
Amidst the gloomy regions of despair. 

All eyes are fix'd OIl you, on you the heirs 
Of many holy hopes and ardent prayers.-­
'Vhoever feels a spar k of hea ven 's fire, 
That beam of bliss, that spring of pure desire I 

Lifts holy hands to heaven for your success, 
And bids an angel guide,-a Saviour Lless 
Your holy errand; give you happy speed; 
Your mission prosper and your toils succeed: 
To send you, cheer you on a distant shore, 
They ready, cheerful, liberal offerings pour; 
On you the human family depend, 
To bid the reign of Pagan darkness end; 
Wide o'er the moral world the Cross display, 
From pole to pole diffuse the gospel-day; 
In every heart erect Emmanuel's throne, 
And make the Lamb through every climate known. 

Wide is the sea on which yc now embark, 
And fierce the tempest, yet secure the ark :. 
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For while Je sail, with Jesus at the helm, 
No rocks can split the buri.,-no billows whelm: 
O'er burning deserts, if required, go; 
Or,. traverse mountains ofcternal snow. 
To ~ild Acadia magazine of ice; 
Java's h~t shores, or Ceylon's groves of spice. 
Fly, if clear duty call, nor dare confer 
'Vith flesh and hlood, so liable to crr. 
The path ofduty leads to God'8 abode; 
And virtue, truth, and reason, point the road. 

Think not of death and danger ;-Jesu's power 
Can screen and save in every trying hour: 
Who feeds the ravens,-wBo for all provides; 
Smiles in the sun, or on the tempest rides: 
Will shield from peril, with, his holy hand; 
And be thy life-guard in a foreign land. 
Does unbelief suggest a gloomy grave 
In some Jone wild, or 'neath some surging wave. 
With flrdent Coke, where southern billows roar; 
Or, stretch'd within a cottage, on the sllOre 
Like holy Xavier; still there is abroad, 
From every clime, an avenue to God. 

Think not vf deatlt and danger. When Jonathan, one of the Esquimaux Mo­
ravians, was told that the Ungava Esquim'wx would kill him, he generally 
answered, "Well, we will try, and we shall kIlO'''' better wht'n we get there:" 
and once conversing with us on the subject expressed himself thus; " \Vheg I 
hear people. talk about the danger of being liilled, I thin I" Jesus wellt to dealh 
out of Jove to us, what great matt~r would it be were we to be put to death ill 
his service, should that behi. good pleasure c~ncerning us/-See Voyage of the 
Morayians to Ungava: Bay, in Labrador. 

Like llOlyXavier. Of all the Miosionarie. who distinguished thernsehes by 
7ealand Jab our, none aequired a more shining rep~ltation than 'Francis Xavier, 
coqunonly caJitfd ~,' The Apostle to the Indians." An undaunted reso]uti.on, an 
ard'ent pie~y, and no small degree of genius ano sagacit)'. rendered this famous 
Milsioqary OD.C of the most proper for such an arduous t<lillk. In 15~~ he saile,l 
fll. India; and in a short sp~e of time spread the know!euge ... r Chri.tianity 
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Thy bones rna)" in a distant region bleach, 
The happy soul shall heayen's high palace reaeh. 
All is sec u re, if thou h is will perform; 
Or, in the snow-drift desert, ship, or storm: 
Till he permit-tho legion fiends assail; 
Thou art immortal !-every shaft shall fail. 
God is a shield, to cover in the hour 
When foes would swallow up, and fiends devour! 
His flaming Aegis shall defend thy head; 
And tbou redeem'd, sooth'd, comforted, and fed. 
His arm made bare-his holy arm shalt see; 
And heaven and earth combin'd to succour thee. 
)Vhen suns consume, winds parch, and toils annoy; 
New strength,-new life, Jeho\'ab shall supply. 
In each extremity his grace shall cheer, 
Repress the sigh, and check the starting fear. 
For the fierce warfare, nerve thy upright soul; 
And guide the bark, when stormy billows roll. 

For still on earth, while adverse mortals sway, 
God's faith ful legate has a rugged way: 
His path lies through a wilderness of woe, 
Where thorns anno)', and vexing briars grow; 
Who serve!' a thankless world th~ best he can, 
Must brave the base ingratitude of man; 

over a &reat part of Ihe Continent. Tn 15'29 he pas~ed into Japan, aad laid 
~here. wl~b amazing rapidity, the foundation of the famous church which llnuf­
lshed dUrl~g so- many years in that vast empire. He attempted the conversion 
Q~ the Ch~nese, and with this view embarked for that extensive and powerful 
!<mgdom. III t~e sight of which he ended his days In tbe year 1552: he expired 
lnll a

l 
. cottage, ID the i'land of Sanchian, de<:eived, betrayed, and for3aken by 

a 115 countrymen! 
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Nor Itiok dejected at the sight,-if those 
He sought to serve, commence embitter'd foes. 
Among a world of wolves· your warfare lies, 
As doves be innocent, as serpents wise; 
Remote from cringing, littleness, or pride; 
Firm, modest, calm, polite, but dignified. 
For wily men will oft your path beset, 
With many an artful lure, and many a net 
To draw God's servant in the fatal snare, 
Unless he act with circumspectest care. 
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When far from Britain's isle and British laws, 
Who shall redress the suffering preacher's cause; 
When petty courts of upstart power possest, 
The Mission ban-the Missioner molest; 
And little tyrants misapply the power: 
States delegate to govern-not devour ! 
Make brief authority a bigot's rod, 
To lacerate and crush the work of God. 
Where shall God's servant find redress from thes@? 
To Jesus then appeal on bended knees: 
All hearts are his,-he can the stoutest bend, 
And turn a persecutor to a friend. 

Flinch not when duty c~dls thee to a place 
Where vice prevails, and virtue hides her face: 
And licenc'd crimes unblushing front assume; 
Nor seek the secret shade, nor midnight gloum 

.. Behold 1 send you forth as sheep among wolves.-Malt. x. Iii. 
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Where terror keeps the trembling wretch in awe; 
«Laws rule the poor, and rich men rule the law;" 
While penalties, imprisonment, and loss, 
Attend whoe'cr displays the hallow'd Cross. 
In lieu of honor, scorn, and for respect; 
Imbitter'd calumny, and mark'd neglect: 
Shun'd bythc great, the heirs of wealth and place; 
And only follow'd by the poor and base. 
By men in power and office deem'd a spy; 
JVho watch each motion with a jealous eye. 

And thOll, 0 man of God, obliged to hear 
Thpelfthe butt ofever), scoff" and sneer. 
A friendless stranger in a foreign land: 
A lonely lamb amidst a wolfish band. 
Far from the sweet society of those 
Endeared friends, who felt and shar'd thy woe~. 
"Vith prospects all around involv'd in shade: 
Perhaps thy health,-thy energies decay'd. 

IVho watch each motion u:ith a jealous eye. The writer of these linc5 has s~en 
a sufficient manifestation of this a:;se-rti,oll to justify its having a place here. 
"Vhen he first arrived with his brethren in Nova Scotia, a clerical character, 
high in office, applied to the governor to adopt measures to stop sllch dangerou!I 
}ltrso.ns from o';crrunDing the province. "What," says Sir John, "3hall we 
00 v .. ilh them?" "I'll tell YOll, Bishop. we'll have them all shot." This waJ 
<l delicate irony, for tlw e:o,Ternor's heart did not vibrate to the intimations of 
per~ecution. In April, I~OS, the Author arrived in Bermuda, and the same 
day a neeting or persons ill power wac, heJd in the church to send him from the 
islands:·he bcp;au pr~a{,:Jiog to the blacks, and an officia.l person sen1 a JNter 
to deter hilD, wbich, h'Jv~ever, he felt ju:,tified in disobeying: he had the pre ... 
sumptiun, at tbe desire of her friends, to bury a poor woman, foJr whicb, at 
the request of a certain official person, he was summoned before the governor: 
he wrote a few hjrnns for the nsc of the blacl!:s, and was impeached with ex­
citing in::;urr('ction and insubordination: he dared to speak of the vices of some 
ia power, anti an official letter, ordering him to do so no more, was the conse­
quence: he attempted in one place to build a chapel, aDd some in power went 
round to forbid the people to give. He mentions these things to show how 
necessaTY fOT a r..lissioimry to be a man of prudence. U Behold," say. the 
~aviour, "I send :you forth as lambs among wolves J be ye, therefore, wise as 
~erlleDt~ and barmless as doves," 
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For lofty chapels now a negro's hut, 
'Where few respectabJes will set their foot: 
Thy pulpit an old stool, a foot or higher; 
Thyself responser, chanter, priest and choir; 
Thy audience uut a double score at most: 
Part black,-the rest unfeeling as a post. 
Some petty spy, or scoffer at the doof, 
T'insult the females, and re"ile the poor: 
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Some scribbler's. clerk-a wretched, servile thing; 
A coxcomb's pimp-an ensign's uuderling: 
To shake his cane, fume, menace, stamp, and rave; 
And call thee an enthmiast, or knave. 
In such a state, canat thou no anger show? 
But meekly kiss the rod that gives the blow. 
Bear suffering and abasement with a smile; 
And grow, when prest, like beds of Camomile •. 
Canst thou, when storms of persecution rise? 
And at thy head the shaft of envy flies. 
When some low-minded wretch with poison'd vIews. 
Shall blast thy name,-for he has none to lose. 
Canst thou in such an exercise, resign 
And say, 0 Lord, thy will be done-not mine t 
If the priest persecute; the bigot rail; 
The bench prejudicate, and threat ajail: 
The rich disdain with supercilious eyes: 
The poor contemn, because the rich despise;. 
Canst thou, a suffering man, with patience sweet, 
Each rising S'ust and fiery conflict meet? 
With true simplicity and love, assuage 
The lawless brunt of man's unholy rage: 
Collected in thyself, all patience feel; 
And sit serenely calm on tumult's wheel. 
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Should they, whose thoughts are always set on 
Impeach with blame, and call thee to a bar ; [war, 
Where such as Bonner, Sharp, and Land preside; 
With Lavillgton and Herod by their side: 
VdlO may reproach, prejudicate and rave; 
And treat God's servant as they treut a slave. 
Cast into prison for the truth !-canst thou 
Like holy Bunyan, 5!ill thy Lord avow? 
Or like a Stephenson of modern daJ's, 
::\1ake all thy prison echo with his praise? 
If situations nitical require 
A mind all wisdom, and a heart all fire: 
Have you, my brethren, I would meekly ask; 
Have you a JVesley's prudence for the task? 

LalJingt{)n and HCJ·orl. LClvington, bbhop of Exeter, author of that lying 
b.ook H Methodists and Roman Catholic.s compared." 

Or like a Stephenson. John S(f'phenson was sellt by the l'tIethodist Confer­
ence as a ~Hss;on?-rJ, to preach tht" gospel in the Bermudas or Somen IslamJs 
in 11'99. After a tedious passage via .New York he arrived in the islallds, 
preached for a little while, aDd was then prQhibited by a persecoting penal law, 
which his conscience farhidding him to obey, he was apprehended and cast into 
}Jri;on; during his confinement, having a good v-oice, he made the prison vocal 
vdth his praises, which were so loud that a p;entieman, one of his persecut~lrs, 
living in the vicinity of tbe prison, finding his conscience disturbed, earnestly 
requested that he would either discontinue them or sing s~ftIy, Dut the good man 
having beeD robbed of his liberty wa5 Dot to be cajoled out of his happine", 
and so b. sang OD. Oue of his letters to a Mr. Jones will best 'how the frame 
.cf his mind Ruder an unJust and cruel persecution. -Jail of St. George: 2nd of July, 1800. 
::'1) ,cry dear Friend, 

.. I can nut express my happiness: I would not change 
my present ~Itnatlon for a palace! as soon as I entered this paradise my peace 
n~stt·c.l upon it;. heaven is in my souJ ('ontinually, and I glow with the joys of 
lily Redeell1er's salvation; this 1s my proper place, ami here I shall stay until 
Illy GO.d S~e:i meet to release me. I hope my hoods will preach better to my 
dear friend::. than I ever was eapable. 

To Francis Jopes, f'sq. 

I remain, 

Your uDw()rthy friend and affectionate broth .. , 

JOHN STEPHENS OS. 
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With happy talents to adorn your zeal; 
A head to reason, and a soul to feel. 
Feel you a firmness every toil to dare? 
A body each vicissitude can bear: 
A love to sinners, no reverse can damp; 
Cau yon on labour smiie,-on pleasure stamp: 
To every lot and l'ugged sross submit, 
Howe'cr it mortify your parts and wit; 
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And arm'd with fortitude, thro' frowns or smiles; 
Press to the mark and glory in the toils, 

If JOu my friends Emmanuel's army lead, 
Buchanan's sweet simplicity you need: 
Conquer! should be the motto on your crest; 
And TVhitjieZcl's ardOU1' animate JOur breast: 
A Daniel's courage, with Eijah's zeal, 
Must nerve your arm-your upright bosoms steel ; 
Thus arm'd for service, plunge into the war: 
And be your watch-word-Christ tlze conqueror! 
Each active grafe, your warfare shall assist; 
Fit your bright helm, and gird you fOl' the list: 
'fill ripe for glory'S undefiled state, 
You turn the fight to heaven's immortal gate; 
And enter crown'd with deathless laurels won, 
Through the dear might of God's eternal son, 

Meanwhile, endure as seeing the unseen; 
Be calmly firm--invincibly serene: 
Dash each self-pleasing dalliance from your breast; 

On earth you militate ;-in heave. you rest. 
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Compel ease-Ioying nature 10 cornplJ: 
Toil leads to God; let silky softness die. 
A "~Iis,ion is no paradise oj ease; 
Here little blooms a carnal mind to please. 
Ye downy priests, unequal to the {a.k, 
Remaill at home, nor such a warfare ask: 
These frozen Alps,-these storm)' seas to pass, 
Require a ,'igorous mind-a frame of brass: 
A man, whose zeal will e\-ery danger brave; 
That ever frown'd around a martyr's grave. 
Not dear his life ifhe can save the lost; 
lVhatever hazard, toil and pain it CO!t: 

Not dear his life, ifhe (tl~rough deserts wild, 
\Vhere never church was seen, nor 8abbath smil'd) 
Can preach the Cross, and bid the Pagan see 
In that bright mirror, man's felicity. [Coke, 
.,J. B1'ainal'd, S'Wa7'tz, Crantz, Valldcrkemp ancl 
'Who firm as anvils to the frequent stroke; 

A mi'8si~n iJ no paradise of case. A mission is often a literal crud6catioD of 
flC3h and hlood; a holy mart~Tdom of all pleasing ''''orldly hopes. The moment 
a man enters upon this campaign he embraces aU the hardships, toils, aDd peri1~ 
illcident LO a formidable warfare; he renounces all promise!i made to corrupt 
nature, and gues forth in the spirit of the Apo~tle Paul, who "counted not 
his life dear, so that he might finish his coftrse with joy." U Alas!" says Mr. 
lIorn, H while we have son pulpits, well dressed congregations, good food, 
and decent clothes, and may relieve the dry ,(udy of the apostles and prophet. 
by war1toning in the circle of ancient and modern sciences. We manreuvre to 
admiration but to abjure all science bnt that of the gospel to compass sea 
and land for the love of Chri!t, to prostitute our eToquence by stammer­
ing in a barbarous tongue, to exchange ollr polished friends for hilvage 
associatf"s, to break our constitutions with hardships in a sickly clime, and to 
pllt off the fine gentleman that we may put on the rough garb of Christ's soldier> 
are things hardly mentioned, and never taught in our colleges and univt"l"slties:' 

A Brainard, Swartz, Crant:, Yanilerkamp, and Coke. These holy men are 
wor.th~ to be held up as everlasting models for the i~nitation of all faithful 
~tan£han l\1i~sionarle~: their giant souls, enlarged with the love of God and 
hl.3 cr{"aturcs, stretched their useful sphere far beyond the line of other men. an" 
filled u(I tho span of life" itb Iabonrs and sulfe1'ings worthy tbe ap,!itolic age l 
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Serenely zealous, confidently bold; 
Not lost in softness,-noi seduc'd by gold: 
Flew to earth's utmost bOU:ld at duty's call; 
And for the Heathens sacrific'd their all. 

'Tis sweet;',o pass a Hower-enamel'd vale, 
Or wall, on cowslips through a sunny dale; 
'Where rivers gentr.n~'l.ide~-·'and roses bloom; 
The groves all music, and the trees perfume. 
'Tis sweet, and many these attractions draw, 
Whose hearts are gracious,. and revere the law; 
For human pt>.ssions will attempt to sway 
Ev'n holy men, whate'er Ascetics say. 

233 

Hence hOilour, leiters, friendship, wealth, and praise, 
Will strong emotions in an ilermit raise. 
The upright priest may feel his heart incline 
To spacio;Js cbapels nihl and pulpjts fine; 
To splendid parlours and :'£freshing' fare; 
The charm tbat's novel, 'lnd the sight that's rare: 
The eloq'le~ce to W;t1; impress or draw, 
As the mild gospel bids, or fiery la\V. 

their fervent f":!:ertions were acl.rnirably calculated to silence the scoffs of th.e ~n­
fidel, redeem t~e pledge J of :\Jissi..onary eXIiHatioll~ and li'an..,mit through the 
church their extensive usefuln(>ss to d1 succeeding ages. Do they now regret 
that sacrificing all the refinemenfs of pastoral elegance and poli~hed life, the 
we1l furnished_st~dy, the ~paci01l6 chapel, and the crowded assembly, they sub­
mitteu to learn the jargon of ~ndians, conformed to the wretchedness of Green­
landers, wandered the desert with I[oltentots, or descended to the Icvel of Negroes, 
that they might instruct them in the doctrines of the Cross.-They might hav .. 
eqjoyed at home the sweets of popularity, the charms of literature, and thp. 
luxuries of wealth; but, having an eye to tho:' "recomp~nse of tlle re'ward," 
they hailed the reproach of Christ, swore eternal fidt'lity to the shield of faith, 
and, binding themselves to the bleeding Cross, '" COLIn ted not their lives oC"ar, 
10 that they might finish their course with .loy," and the mir!istry they had n'" 
£eiv.d of the Lord, to testify tbe gosl"i of the g-race of Gou." 

2G 



234 TIl E MI~:';lON. 

Alternate labours and amusing ease, 
Books neatly rang'd, to profit 01' to please: 
'V ith now and then a leisure hour to spare 
For rural walks, a friend, and rural air. 
Then ado ra('h stated labour to brguile 
The public pl::.udit, and the sGcial smile. 

All tllcse arr pleasant" and a few may find 
Their bapflY wish and easy station join'd: 
Bnt, ah! 10 live beneath in('Jemrnt skies, 
'Where Alps gn Alps ascend, and tempests rise; 
'Midst barren wilds, and dreary solitudes, 
'Yhere nature all but savages excludes. 
Or tbus,-to feel, in lien of ease and rest; 
Toils for the limbs, and trials for the breast: 
Pain, conflict, w;tching, fusting, grief and carc, 
Too strong to grapple with, too hard to bear, 
Unless 5ustain'd by patience, faith and prayer. 
By day to labour, and when clay shall close, 
And weary nature needs serene repose: 
To fest upon the cold ground, in a shed; 
The sod Jour pillow, and the grass your bed. 
Your food a little fruitage, rice or fish; 
Your beverage the stream, -a leaf your dish. 
The civil city, and the social band, 
Exchang'd for savage men, and barren land: 
Around your wigwam, wild woods spread a shade; 
Or, arid deserts all the land invade: 

Where whistling storms prevail, and panthers howl: 
Ah! these are things to try the human soul. 
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A school for courage, firmness, faith, alld prayer; 
A Cross, which only patient souls can bear: 
A fire the Saviour's purest g'old to prove; 
A test, to ascertain unsh:tken love. 
And oft the faithful Missionary may 
Spend all his strength to pioneer the way: 
In vain may cultivate a steril soil, 
When little fruit rewards the tiller's toil. 
Spend twelve Iongmonths in labour, weakness, pain; 
Pray, preach, and strive, yet but one convert gain. 
Be called to emulate the patient zeal; 
Few but the calm .;1io]'avialls eve1' feel; 

Who barter home, health, country, friends, repose, 
For Greenland's ice rocks,-Okkak's bleaching 
There live and labour to the world unknown; [snows: 
Th' unenvied pastors of the frigid zone: 
Or bear the burning heat and sickly toils 
Of .N'aucowery and Malucca isles; 

Few but the calm lJ/ol'aviam'. Whoever reads thejomnal-; of the l\Iol'avia.(l 
brethren at Greenland, at Esquimaux, and at Nancow~ry (om-" of lI:e Nicobur 
islands) will see the patience of the !'aillts carried to it'S noblest altitude. " The 
Moraviaos says, Mellville Horn, have heen among llS \yhat the Jt ~uils wrre 
in th(' Roman church; they have lahollred. suffered, and effected more- than all 
of us; their motives have been pure, their l\:1issionaries unblnmeahle, their '>elf­
denial, courage, hardihood, and perbeverance admirahle, and their SUl"CCSS 

such as to give general encouragement; they have nevt'f provnh..('d persecution 
among the Heathen, nor incurred reproach among the Europeans by a secular, 
sordid, and turbulent spirit; their SI1cceS8 cannot be referred to the learnin~ of 
their ministers, the richness of their funds, or the names and influence of p;reat 
patrons, but to their calm, steady, patientan<1 persevering- zeal".-See Cralltz'i 
History of Greenland ;-also, Loskiel'~ History of the Mission of the United 
Brethren among the Indians in North America. The author wbhes that i'ome 
one well qllali1it'd for the task would write a history of the mu,siolls of the 
Wesleyan Methodists. as such a work. is a desideratum among us, 

Of Nancowery. See a most interesting puhlication entitled Letters on the 
Nicobar Islands; with an account of an attempt made by the Church of the 
United Brethren to convert them to Christianity. The ditlknltie-s of thi~ most 
dangeroui and arduous mis"ion, by treacherous .Malays, ierpents, tygers, kay-­
men, and the general sickliness of the climate t.:annot be fully conceived. 

2G2 
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Thro' artie, or thro' equinoxial waYCs; 
In distant lands find honourable graves: 
Or 'scare tlle tyger'sfang.-the serpent's bite; 
The I;.ayman's mortal jaws,-the Malay'S spitc; 
Proclaim the Saviour's life-preserving care, 

And to his love an Ebenczer reaL'. 

Bclicve me brcthren, it requires to fill 
A mission well, no common gifts and zeal: 
'Tis not alone, a vopgc long and rough; 
Though that to timid minds is cross enough. 
Nor all the nameless dangers of the deep, 
'Where reefs lic hid, and foamy billows sleep. 

Nor sickly climate, vestibule of death, 
'Where putrid vapours taint thc vital breath: 
Dank noxious dews fall heavy on the ground, 
.And stagnant .ncamps spread pestilence a7'ollnd. 
'Tis not unwholesome fare, nor squalid hed; 
The blinding SIIOW dri~t, 1101' palmetto shed; 

Or'scape the l,ljger's fang, tlte serpent's hile. LC\H'S C'.nistophcr Dehne, a 
l\[oravian ?I1i:i..,;onary at Paramaribo, ill SOllth :\rnprirn, bping nne evening 
nUflcketl "ith a pal'ox,'~m of fever, fL'bol,eu to go into hi-s hut alllilie down in 
his hammock; jmt, however, ilS he entered the door, he: beheld a vrprnt ue­
scending from the roof upon him; ill the scufI1~ which ensued, the creature 
~fung or bit him in tn 0 or three difierent plaCt·~. and pursuin; him c1o~rI.h 
twinetl itself several times around his beat! ami neck as tightly Ct':> pIl5sihlt'; ('x­
pecting n~w to be stung or strangled to ucath, ::::.nu being afmit.llt'~l his brethren 
should tilluk the Indians had murdered him, he, with singular vrest~ncc of 
mind, wrote with chalk on the table, h a sirpeut Ita:! killeclmc;" sulldenly, 
however, that promise of the Redeemer darted inlo his mind, "they 511all take 
up serpents and shall not be hurt ," encouraged by this declaratiun, lie seized 
the creature with great f(Jfce, tore it Joose from his body, and sluug it out of 
the hut; he then lay du,vn in his hammock. ill tranquility ami peace. 

A~tl stagnant swamps spread pestilence around. At Prince Rupert's Bay, in 
the Island of Dominica, there is a dismal pestilential swamp, that bas been 
fatal to several of our 1\1issiunaries, three having died upon the island in come· 
que nee of the putrid miasmila, or exhalation that ari:Jt:'s from it. Brother. 
l\l'Cormoch, Richard,uD, and Hawk,haw, and several other5, have been obli,eol 
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'Tis not the artic ice, nor tropic blaze, 
Toils on the land, nor perils on the seas: 
Nor savage be:lsts, nor more ferocious men; 
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Nor Indians' fierce war whoop, nor tyg'er's dell: 
Nor clime-the dog star's rag'c,-the frigid pole. 
May touch the clod, but the reflecting soul, 
Secure amidst the elemental strife, 
Will smile at all the outward ills of life : 
Retire within herself, and sweetly taste 
The joys of Eden in a dismal waste: 
Be. the strong bolt by men or devils burl'd, 
Can brave the fury of a frowning' world. 
But can you, 0 my junior brethren, bear 
The fiery conflicts of inierual VI ar ; 
Forego the claims of sweet rcspect and brook, 
A snappish manner, and a scornful look. 
From foes you may, but friends you love and please; 
Can you bear shyness and contempt from these? 
t< And thou m.y son !"-all ~ here's the fiery test~ 
That plants sharp dagg:crs in a generous breast. 
)Vhen sorrows rise, awl waves of trouble roll; 
And men afflict the bod)' .--God the soul: 
Can YOll in that distressing crisis stand, 
And write amen with firm untrembling hand? 

to If"ave the iSland at the point of Lleuth; yet some have had the weakness to say 
a 'Veet India mission is more plca"u-llt and comfortable than an l~ngli,.;b circuit; 
,rere nothillg tn lJe apprehended from the seasoning amI yellow fevers, perhaps 
there is 110 part of the world where a .Missionary is more bdo,\'cd, and tbis j!; 

the (rup. reason why some have returned to those islaochl,-but their salnbrity is 
another qucstion. Perhaps the moriaHty of preachers bears as great a dispro­
portion t~ the lJc>aths at home as five to three; bence, we cannot 5UPPOiC the~ 
::tltog-ethcr a, pleasant as aLl E(lglil,h circuit. ' 
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Cast on the soul-supporting cross; can you, 
Though tried, bear up; though harrass'd, still 
Or sillk in silent resignation sweet, [pursue; 
Calm as a lamb, beneath Jehovah's feet. 
Kiss the rough rod,-the bitter chalice take, 
And hug the Cross for his (who bled there's) sake. 
To gusts of wild volition say" be still," 
And brook a self-waged warfare on the will : 
Bear evil tidings with a cheerful grace; 
Forego respect, and choose the lowest place; 
Till patience ever} head-strong passion sway, 
And nature's quick and fiery steeds obey; 
Till lowliness receive the reigns from pride, 
And meekness sway each breast, and wisdom guide. 
In all your ways be upright and discreet, 
Gentle, though firm and resolute, but sweet. 
In reason's balance every action weigh, 
Ponder each path and second thoughts obey. 
,"Vhile passion sleeps let holy prudence wake, 
And caution measure every step you take. 
A grain of prudence on occasion fit 
Is worth a pound of sense,-a tun of wit. 
Who gives the inward curb to wrath and pride, 
And rules his temper well, the church may guide. 
A patient, gentle spirit, dead to all 
The smiles and frowns of thii unsettled ball, 
Should o'er his breast its soothing influence pour, 
Who plants the gospel on a foreign shore. 
The hasty man must keep his passions cool; 
The strong seem weak,-the wise become a fool: 



TIlE MISSION. 

The touchy soul a holy stoic grow; 
N or grieve a friend, nor irritate a foe: 
For ere your labours can avail at all, 
The brazen walls of prejudice must fall. 
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Join the dove's meekness with the serpent's art; 
But act the pastor's and the brother's part. 
Each little error patiently remove 
By words of wisdom, and by works of love. 
A gentle hand,-an eagle's piercing eye, 
Must the keen lance or lenitive apply. 
Zeal point the shaft,-love ease the raging smart, 
And pour the balm of comfort on the heart. 

But should a caviller your words gainsay, 
And mock and sneer as many a sceptic may: 
Can you, but young in this offensive war, 
Parry each artful thrust, without a scar. 
Maintain your ground alone, and rise above 
Each oppOllent, by patience, skilt and love. 
Can you the arts of wily men detect, 
And treat the foes of God with mnch respect? 
Bear every wound that passion may inflict ; 
Nor cross the evil man, nor contradict [shun: 
Luther's prompt warmth, and KnfJx's roughnesss 
The noblest triumphs are by calmness won. 
lf envy make and malice tell the lie, 
A steadfast silence is the best reply. 
Patience and time will set the matter right; 
Purge the foul ear, and clear the Clouded sight. 
When called to vindicate the truth, can JOU 

Feel zeal for that, and love the opposer too? 
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Nor storm, nor fret to bolster up a creed 
Does Jesus' work unhallow'd frenzy need? 
If oth2rs rage, the fire of strife alia)" 
And softly whisper" brother let us pray." 
Thus shall JOu polish'd shafts and workmen shine • 
.And master builders in the pllln divine. 

To win the weakest, JOU must oft forget 
All knowledge save tbe Christian alphabet: 
The Lamb's atoning blood be first imprest; . 

Then the touch'd heart will glow to Jearn the rest. 
Unfold the love-contriv'd redeeming plan, 
That he who made all worlds became a man. 

Jehovah, whom all heaven and earth confess! 
Whose name is love,-his nature holiness! 

The Lamb's atfming blood. In tile year 1735, after the Moravian brethren 
had spent eight years in Greenland, they made the fono\,.'io~(,()\'t'nant.: that the 
;:r:llld object amon~ us shall bC" J,-'sr~ Chri-.t; ann the grand t\{l(:trinc, the puri. 
i:cation of all our sillS throu~h his blood 5hed upon the Cw:-s, and his heing the 
CilN' a.nd SOUf(C of etcrilal salvation to all that believ~ in him; this we will 
tC'!Stify by our woru, a.nd wa.lk according to the po\-vrr God ~hall give us; and 
by this we will endeavour to bring the He~then to the ohedience of faith. 
After tltis (hey say that the gosl~e1 cllncerning the Creator's becoming man in 
()~der to redeem his fallen creatures, and his plHcha ... ing and winning them ",ilb 
hiS own preclou!j blood, and with his innocent su1ferin~ and dying, flew and 
Idndled lilie a fi-re from the Lord in the heart ofa perfrctly ignorant Heathen, 
mollified his obdurate mind, illuminated his dark. spirit, and brou;:ht his dead 
Leart to life; and therefore it is obvious that this well tried me-thod, namely. 1>- .simple rdation and profitable applicatiun of [he Dleritorious incarnation, 
llf?, p:l~~ion, and death of Jesus, had the he~t and most infallible eftect upon 
l:jC hearts of the Heathells. It is ct-'rtain that there had been many vicis::oitudel 
in point of the method until this ycar 1 and the consequences had iJfen as variou~ 
t~)O, but the more experiellce made them wi ... e, and t!le more they were led from 
1he ctf'ects to the cal1~e, the more intent they became to know nothing among the 
Heathen but Jesus Chri::;t and him cfucificu, antl the more they found tilat the 
;:o-pel is a power of God. capabl~ of vanquishing the most wild and stupid 
~ava.ges.--.S~c Crantz's IIititory uf Greruland, vol. 2. p,2. T:,e rpbtion uf 
Juhallilis tbe Malukander Indian is \\'('11 Known; after relating how hioHielf was 
C~HI~·e.rt<>d, and many of his Indian countrymen by the mention of the blood of 
Chnst, he thus addressed himself to the ~lOi-avian ~Jisiionaries: "Brethren! 
preach to the Heathen Chri~t, and his blood, and his death, if you would wi!tll 
to produce a bles'in~ nmollg them.-'-'::iee Spangenhur~'s Account, how the 
Ilrcthren.carry on thei .. ~Ib>ioo, amon;; the Heathen, pa~~ 6~. 
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A fallen, guilty, fuin'd world to save, 
His son,-his only son most freely gave; 
"Vho died fOf man's transgression to atone, 
And pleads his blood before Jehovah's throne 
In their behalf, and graciously imparts 
His loving spirit to renew their hearts. 
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Next show their state as creatures all deprav'd; 
Lost, dark, unhappy, helpless, and enslav'd: 
By vilest crimes, idolatory and lust; 
To God unholy, and to man unjust. 
Bid them repent, confess, believe, and pray, 
Till Jesus takes each hell-born sin away. 
Point to the bleeding Cross the Saviour's side; 
His streaming blood a sin expurging tide: 
Display a free salvation through his name, 
And draw the rebels to th' atoning Lamb; 
Till peace and pardon, hope and heaven bloom 
In Pagan hearts; and all their souls illume. 

Oh! for that zeal, which fir'd the holy few.; 
Who o'er the Roman world wit.h ardour flew; 
Expos'd to persecution's fiery storm, 
And woes, that wore the most terrific form. 
Racks, prisons, lions, men, and fiends agreed 
To storm their patience, and to shake their creed. 
But vain the task,-their breasts were fortified, 
Not with the stoic's philosophic pride; 
Not with the desperate chactaw's stubborn smile, 
Who mocks the foes that revel round his pile; 
But with such sweetness, faith, and fortitude, 
As oft their tyger-minded foes subdued, 

. u2 
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And made the tyrant's rage a shorter way 
To crowns of bliss and everlasting day. 

But they are gone, and if their mantle flew 
To earth,-my brethren may it rest on you. 
Much does the faithful Missionary need 
The brighter cemforts of the Christian creed. 
I know his heart will often be opprest; 
I know the struggles of his anx ious breast; 
I know his crosses neither small nor few; 
I know his fears, for I have felt them too: 
Yes, I have felt them on the stormy flood, 
The bleaky mountain, and the pathless wood: 
I've felt them on a cold and barren shore, 
Where wild Acadia's frost.wing'd tempests foar. 
As through the fore~t's cheerless gloom I','e past; 
My limbs benum'd and torpid with the bJa:st: 
Or, as by moonligllt on the snow-beat track, 
I've bridged the floods, and heard the riv~rs crack. 
Each rapid tOr1'ent cross'd in log canoe; 
The drenching rain-storm marsh exhaled dew : 
The muddy creek, that oft my pathway ctost; 
The blaze not easy trae'd, and ofteri lost: 

Each rapid torrent cros:/d in log eanor. In British North America-there are 
two kindfl of canoes u:;eJ. The birch bark canoe is pecul,iar to the Indians; 
they are sewed together, and carried on the heads of theit squaws or women; 
they are as light and buoyant as a bit of cork wood, and yet in th~se bark. con­
strncled vessels they will sometjme~ ('ross 1akes, bays, and large arms of the 
sea ~ and, though the least preponderance to either side upse,ts them, yet, when 
navIgated by a family of Indians, with their paddles, they glide along like an 
arrow. The other kind of canoes are those chiefly used by the settl<>fs; they 
are mad.e of the excavate-d trunk of a tree, without either beauty offorin or 
~omfort. of accomDlodation; they are often \'ery dirt)' by lying among the mud 
t.f the flyerS; are very easily upset, so that it is difficul'l to sit in them aod 'pre­
serv~ a .tate. of equilibrium. In these wretched tbings I haw often had tu 
''''''gate rap,~ and formidable rivers, with .urnetimes little pros pet! befor" me 
but tbat of havlUg to swim for my life. 
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'{he s~IJJPY 1;00I,d.-th.e floating broken bri~ge ; 
The prostrwe windfall, and the cra.ggy ridg~, 
Excited many a fear, a,nd many a start, (h.ttart. 
From danger's brink, tha,t thrill'q my throbbing 
I've felt his woes, when cold and sleeples.s laid 
In the log hut beneath the pine wood shade; 
Or when a weight of care and sickness prest 
This feeble fram~, exil'd from home and re.st, 
I've felt his feebleness, when many a mile; 
The snow drift made my path a path of toil: 
For oft my weary limbs have ask'd for ease-, 
Ere the log cottage rose amidst the trees. 
Yes, ere I heard the woodman's echoing stroke. 
Or saw a glimmer of the curling smoke; 
Or heard the house dog's bark salute my ear, 
That told my anxious heart repose was near. 

}'ve known his heart on an unfriendly shore, 
Where many a cross and mental death I bore; 
Or on the ocean, when the tempest drave 
Our little bark across the broken wave, 
I've felt his sacred conS.dence in prayer j 
The wild storm howl'd-but Deity was th.ere. 
I've felt his bosom, peace and comfort too, 
Sweet as May's bloom, and mild as summer's dew. 
!fhe woodman's blessing, and the Negro'S smile, 
Have more than balanc'd many an hour of toil: 
When o'er the cottag.e threshold I have set 
My fc;lo,t;-Oh! what a welcome have I met: 
And when I bid my f\1rewell to depart, 
A ready-tear fr9.!ll ,every eye would start. 

,Windf.all. ,A ,tree .blow.n, down"n~ lying across the road. 

2H2 
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There selfish pride and stiffness WMe not known: 
'Twas sweet simplicity aud love alone. 
No measur'd distance formally polite; 
The soul felt more than fancy can indite. 
Simplicity and love impart a charm 
That makes the warmest welcome doubly warm. 
Oft has the sacred pleasure-thrill'd my heart, 
The faithful Missionary's toils impart. 
As I have kneel'd beside the Negro's bed, 
Or preach'd the Cross beneath the birch-Lark shed; 
Or in the silent green umbrageous grove, 
Dispens'rl the symbols of atoning love. 
A sacred energy, verse cant reveal, 
A peace,-a bliss, would o'er my bosom steal. 
Dispel all pain, all weakness, and impart 
The glow of heaven to tranquilize my heart. 
Happy and cheer'd, I've fac'd the snowy blast; 
And in my little sled the "yild wood past: 
Or in the shady forest took my way, 
With God to talk, and nature to survey: 
Beneath the sugar maple's leafy screen, 
To pray and read, and meditate unseen; 
Till soon the cow bell's tinkling sound I hear 
Break througk the silence on my listening ear: 

Dispens'rl the s.lJmbols of atoning love. During- my mission in Nova Scotia, 
the warmth of the ''feather in !!tummer, the- .smallnt'ss of the houses, and the 
!'umber.of people a<;sembled together, haTe pu~ me upon the Decessit)' of preach .. 
lng out 111 the open wood,,; and having a table spread in the wilderness, I have, 
beneath tl.e shade of lofty pines, administered the Supper of the Lord to a 
solemn and deeply imprl·s.sed company: this to a fastidious lover of canonical 
or~ep, may appear wild and irreU'ular; but· need I tell such that Paul wor­
ih~pped by a river slde,-that J ;sus Christ preached on a monntain and in & 

shtp,-and that the first worshipper~ of the living God we read of, " stood, 
aud under open sky, adored the God who made both air, earth, sea, and Iky." 

Cow bells tinkling sound. The inhabitants of the forests of Nova Scotia keep a 
bell upon one of tbp cows, to direct their search'when they go to milk them; 
as the creatures run at large in tbe wood., this sound ii the only I;uid<l to tke 
.pot wbere they graze. 
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And as I onward pass to mark the noise, 
Charm'd have I seen tbe settler's mansion rise; 
And hastening to the hospitable cot, 
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Have found a friend in the secl uded spot, 
"VllOm I con ld join in prayer fOIr J esu 's grace; 
Or·in sweet converse, all his love retrace. 

!'\'c felt the mission rose,-the mission thorn; 
Sweet friendship's smile,and callous hatred's scorn; 
The bitter trials, and seraphic joys; 
The Cross on earth, and hope beyond the skies! 
For sure there is a bright reward above 
For whoso eu ltivates this field of Jove: 
A royal diadem for every scar 
They suffer in this Missionary war. 
Each happy soul their labours sav'd below, 
Shall in their crown a star fer ever glow. 
Then Vanderkemp his Hottentots shall greet 
In robes of light around the mercy seat. 
From wild Caifraria's arid wastes they come, 
Where Campbell saw the rose of Eden bloom. 
From wild Caffraria, and the horrid shore 
Of Esquimaux, and ice-bound Labrador. 
Then northward from the night encircled zone, 
The Brethren's converts sballliUfl'ound the throne, 
And bless the day which saw the Cross arise 
On fields of ice, 'neath hyperborean skies. 
There the pale Hindoo shall his Swartz behold 
The holiest shepherd in the Pagan fold. 

There the .vale Hindoo shaUlds Swartz behold. That my readers may have a 
~iew of tbe character of thill great lind lloly Missionary, 1 will tramer;;'e from 
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Carey and Marshman 8hall embrace above 
The bright result of their laborious love. 

Nor burning wives, nor beastly juggernaut; 

Nor Idol rites again perplex tht:ir thought: 
"Thousands 8hall meet them from Ow farthest east, 
And own their pastors at the marriage feast. 
Taught in Columbia's forest-skirted shade, 
"Where Elliot long the bleeding Cross displa),'d. 

the- l\Ii!;sionary re-~i~ter, the inscription upon his monument, erected by tilt 
Last India Company, in St Mary's church, Tanjore, in the East Indie.s. 

SACRED TO THE l\IE;\lOftY 
of thi" RF.VE1'l.F:'iO FRFOERICK CHRrS'l'lAN SWARTZ, 

"diose life was one continu<'d eHort to imitate the example of his. 
BLESSED :\1 -\STER. 

I:mployed as a Prote:5tant Missionary from the GOVERN"MENT or 
DE;\l:;\OU.RK

t 
. 

And in the ~ame character by the Society in ENGLAND for the 
Propa:z:ation of Christian Knowledge, 

He, durin~ a period of FIFTY YEARS, "\Vent about doine';' good;" 
Manifesting, in respect to himself, the mo~t entire abstraction 
. from temporal view.!!, 

Bnt embracing every opportunity of promoting both the temporal 
and f'tr-fual welfare of olher:;, 

In him RELIGION appeared not with a gloomy a~pcct 
or forbidding; mien, 

Dut with n graceful for~ and placid di~nity. 
Among tlie many Fruits of his iw1efatigablc l ... i.lOurs was 

the erection of the cnURCH at TA~JORE. 
The saving" froUl a ::,mall salary werf>, for many years, devoted 

tu the piom work, 
And the remainder of the Expense supplied by lndividual, 

at his solicitation. 
The Christian Seminaries at RAMN.\DPORA31' and in 
the TINNEVELLY province were established by him. 

Beloved and honoured by EUROPEA.N!', 

He was, if pm;ible, held in 'till deeper reverence by the Natives 
of this country, of every degret" and every ~ect; 

And their unbounded confidence in his Integrity ano Truth 
\Yas, on many occa~'!Jions, rendereo highly beneficial 

to the public service. 
The roOR and the I .... JURFD 

Looked up to him as an unfailing friend and advocate; 
The GREAT and POW'ERFlIL 

ConcUfred in yiddrrlg him the highest homage ever. paid in this 
Quarter of the Globe to EUROI'E~:X virtue. 

The late HYnER ALLY CAWN. 

In the midst of a bloody aoci vindictive war with the CARNATIC', 
Sent orderi to his offi(!ers " to permit the venerable PATHER SWART 

to IlasS unmolested, and she,,,, him respect and kindness, 
For he is a holy man, and means (10 harm to my Government." 

The late TUl,JAJA, RAJAH of TANJORE, 

When on his death-bed, desired to entrlist to his pi-olectio, care 



TIlE MISSION. 

The western world her Indian tribes shall send 
To crown the triumphs of the sinner's friend. 

Th y converfs Mayhew, shall ill glory shine; 
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And there, 0 Brainard, thou shalt meet with thine: 

In that immortal joy shall Coke behold [gold; 
His Blacks high-throned in bliss, and crown'd with 

And I my 'J1Ioodircr/. Negro's there shall sec; 

Yes,-lame black Hannah may exult'wilh me, 

Hi, adopted Son, SERFOGlm, the pre-sent RAJAlT, 

'Vith the administration of aU atfairs of his COUlItI'V. 

On a spot of ground granted to him by the same Pri;lCC', 
two miles east of TANJOTIE, 

He built a House for his Re:;.idence, and made it an 
ORPH,\,N ASYLUM, 

IIere the last 20 ~'ears of his life were spent in the education and 
religious instruction of Children, 

Particular1y those of indigent parents-whom he gratuitou-sJy 
maintained a.nd instructed; 

And heT<'. on the 13th of February, 1798, 
Surrounded by his infant Uock, antI in the presence of several of 

his disconsolate bretbren, 
Entreating them to conti nne to make RELIGION 

the first object of their care, 
And imploring with his I~st breath the Divine Blessing 

on then lahours, 
He closed his truly Christian Career, in the 7:i!t1 year of bis a"o. 

THE l~AsT iNI}[A COMPANY, 0 

Anxions to perp('ttmtt! the memor), of such transcendant \"Iorlh, 
And gratefully bellsih!c of the Public Benefits which resulted 

frflm itl:l'infiuence, 
Caused this mOl~ument tu be erected, Ann. Dam. 1807. 

l\lIsSIO;\,~RY REGISTER" 

Yes,-lame black IJamUlh may exult wiilt me. This was a deeply piouS 
Bermuda Negro, to \~hom the Lord made the anthor of this narrati ... e an in~tru­
ment of good; and wbo in hE'r turn, was the blel!osed means of quickening, and 
often· enlivening his 90Ul. By rea.,on of a caries in the bone of .one of her leg's 
she ,vas completely hcdtidtlen, as the bone rotted away piece hy piece, and -wa_ 
as bluek as a coal; nevertheless, she was always happy-alwa)·!) rejoicing in 
God: and when J visited her, though .. she would sometimes bhow me another 
piece of the rotted llOne wrapped lip in a rag, yet witll uplifted eye, Hannah 
would !!lay "'tis all well,--nl) blessed Lord and master dof's all things well," 
She had alwa'ys some nt'-.;~· disclosures tn make of what ( __ od had uune for jIll' 
soul: she could not ff'ad a V','ord, and yet I neV<.'l' heard a -person enter deeper 
into the sweetness of communion with the Rf'decmer, and the inward ,,,alk of 
:t Christian, ur s))("ak more clearly of the deep things of God; snmetnnes she 
would for whole da) s together sit up in her bed with her eyes shut, "hhout 
tasting any food, or taking notice of any pe,'':\on; during which times she­
would receive such commuuicatiuns as it is hard ly pos~ihle fur me to debcribe, 
t.bmJ,b I have been edified by the relation or tit em , and abased that my (}wn 

, lIfoodian, so in the Somers Islands t11ey pronounce Bermtldian. 
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And To .. " BurO"es-bJcss his hor.est smile; . ~ 

And Sally Tucker, Joving without g'uile; 

1Vho kiss'd my coat, and bJess'd the path I trod; 

Her eye-lid opener to the things of God. 

Redeem'(] from every climate, island, ZOlle, 

Cold Esquimallx and odorous CC) lon, 

(,There Budhu's Pagods high their turrets rcar, 
,,\Vhilc stupid Cingalese adore and fcar) 

f.1 yriads shall to the rcalms of glory rise, 

And meet their mission pastors in the skies. 

Great Xavier there with transport sweet shall scan 

lJ is converts from idolatrous Japan; 

A l\'Iissioner !-whose zeal was ne'er surpass'd 

Since Jesus liv'd, and Paulus breath'd bis last) 

'Tbough dying in a cottage on the shore, 

Which holy fect had never press'd bcfore: 
Forsaken, pcrsecuted, and bctray'd, 

His quivering lips for stupid Pagans pray'd: 

txperience should fall infinitely bdow a poor i;!:norant N(';;ro's~ she was a per­
fect pattern of patience, a.nd was never heard to murmer or complain. though 
at the same time she was Kriev()l1s1y afflicted: her knowledge of divine things 
was of such a pt.:culiar character tbat it appeared the pure and direct teaching 
of the Holy Spirit: Hannah had stolen nothing. unless the fire of Heaven; and 
none could say, Alas! master, it was horrowed. Some of God's dealings with 
her '''ere of a nature 60 5trange, aDd bt"Jond the lill€' of other Christians, that 
had 1 not known her devout, artless, and uniform lif~, my credulity would have 
been put to the greatest test: she often told me of manife;tation!il of so eItraor­
di~~ry a nature, that they appeared more like the visions of a disembodied 
SpU:lt, than the experience of a poor Black, living in a little dark room, sob-
51shng l~y charily, aud rotting away piece-meal; but stiB all praise, all meek­
ness, ~alth, and love: Hannah wai never unhappy; Je<;us Christ and hi~ 
m]vatlOll were all her themf"; she spoke of him as a friend vdth whom she held 
the mO';3t familiar intercourse and yet her words were at the utmost distance 
from any thing like irrC'H'ren;c or boasti[]~: Christ was all in aIL to her sou), 
iI.~d yet s~e 'vas continually confessing her ignorance, weakn(""ss, and unwor­
tJllness: In a word, she had only one subject. and that was, what Christ VIas,. 
and" bat be bad done for her. . 
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And ere the lamp of life had gleam'd its last 
Expiring blaze) to China's coast he cast 
His eyes) just closing in the glooms of death; 
And China faulter'd on his dying breath. 
So Coke !-that man of Gorl) the zeal exprest, 
Which glowed intensely in his upright breast; 
Intent the abject Pagan world to save; 
His life a sacrifice he freely gave: 
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With purest zeal bright blazed th' expiring lamp; 
N or could the frost of age his ardour damp; 
Nor the strong calls ofleisure, books and ease; 
Nor slights of friends his gen'rous purpose freeze; 
Though vast the hazard, and immense the stake, 
He ventur'd all for the Redeemer's sake. 

END 01' THE MISSION. 





APJP .ENDJIX~ 

Contmning a brief Account of the present State of the different 
Missionary Establishments in most parts of the 1Yorld; toge­
ther with the Missionaries employed, the Societies by whom 
they are supported and sent out; also several useful Tables; 
exhibiting at one view, a variety of interesting Particulars 
r~lative to Mis¥ions. 

Thy kingdom come. II1ATT. vi. 10. 

Yes,-his shall be the kin!(dOlu! He shall come, 
Ye scoffers at his tarrying! heal' ye not, 
Even now, the thunder of his wheels ?-Awake 
Thou slumbering worJd: even now the symphonies: 
Of that blest song are /loating through the air,­
'" Peace be ()ll earth, and glory be to God!" 

-
A brief .Abstract of the Methodist Missions. 

THE Methodist societies first sent Missionaries to foreign parts 
in the year 1770. [n that year they sent Missionaries to Anglo 
America; and how the blessed seed then sown has prospered, the 
fo.llowing statement will testify. There are in society in the diff. 
erent States of Ullited America, the following numbers: 

In the state of Ohio 
In the state of Tennissee 
In the state of South Carolina 
In. the state of Virginia 
In the state of Maryland 
In the state of Pensyl vauia • 
In the state of New York • 
In the New England states 
In the Gennessee Country • 

White~ 
Coloured 

Whites. 
22723 
23633 
23!Jti6 
19817 
~0272 

23873 
17928 
11768 
10468 

171448 
42659 

Total 214107 

Coloured. 
561 

2066 
13771 
6334 
7790 

10884 
1121 

92 
40 

42659 

N~ber of travelling preachers G7S 

212 
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The following table will exhibit tbe progressive stages of thl! 
first mission established in America to the present time: 

Year!. No. of Persons No.of Years. No. of Persons No.of 
in Society. Preacber'. in Society. Preachers. 

1773 1160 10 1795 60291 313 
]774 2073 17 1796 56664 293 
1775 31-18 19 1797 58663 262 
1776 4011 21 179S 60169 267 
1777 69Ml 36 1799 61351 272 
1778 6095 ~!J 18liO 64894 287 
1770 8577 49 180l 7'l874 307 
1780 8504 42 1\<02 86734 358 
l78! 10539 54 1803 104070 383 
1782 11785 59 1804 ll31J4 400 
1783 13740 83 1805 ]19945 433 
1784 149S8 83 1806 130!i70 452 
1785 18000 104 1807 144590 516 
1786 20681 117 1808 151995 540 1787 25812 133 1809 163098 597 1788 37354 166 18iO 174560 635 1789 43262 196 1811 18451;7 667 1790 61631 227 1812 195357 688 1791 6311>3 ~50 ]813 214307 678 1792 65361 266 Ifll4 218000 680 1793 67643 269 1815 No accouut 1794 66608 301 1816 No account 

In Nova Scotia and Nezv Br!ll1s~'ick, the conference have had a flourishing mission flyer since the year 1780. To tbis cold and dis. tant region they have at diffurent times sent 19 Missionaries, and 
havc II there at present. In many parts of these forests the people would hardly ever hear the gospel, except for tbe Metbodist Mis. 
sionaries. The country is nearly as large as England, with only a 
popUlation of 80,000; hence, the settlements are scattered, and often far apart; there are about 14 chapels, and perhaps 80 or 100 different preaching stations.-This is a wide field, and admits 
of very extensive cuIti vation.-See the preceding Narrative. 

Newfoundland is another mission station. To this colony of 
fisbermen they hal'e sen~ 14 :'IIissionaries; at present they bal'e six in different parts of the island who are labouring with great en. eouragement and success: as there are few ministers but the 
M~tbodist Missionaries, the place would be in a deplorable state if deprived of their useful labours. 

. The liVest India Islands from Jamaica to Barbadoes, have, since 
the year 178t5, had !\Iethodist missions established upon them:-
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these missions are chiefly ffilr the black and coloured people, though 
hundreds of Whites have been benefitted by their influence. To 
these islands thei\lethodist conference has, at· different periods, sent 
105 ]\1issionaries, and myriads of the poor Negroes have had caus .. 
to bless God for the joyful sound. The conn€xion have now 31 
Missionaries labouring in this Archipelago; many of them with 
great success, and others amidst much persecution. 

In Upper and Lower Canada, and Prince Edward's Island ill 
the Gulf of St. Lawrence, they have missiolls established. III 
U pperCanada, there are societies at Augusta, Bay Quintic, Smith's 
Creek, Young Street, Niagara, Ancaster and Long Point, and 
Detroit. In Lower Canada, there are societies at Quebec, Mont_ 
real, Ottawha, aud St. Francis.-These provinces are a noble field 
for missions, as there are more than 250,000 inhabitants in them. 
The gospel may be spread from the three rivers to Lake Superior, 
and from the Bay of Chaleur to Hndson's Bay. At present, we 
have only three Missionaries in the two provinces, and two at 
Prillce Edward's Island. Several zealons, active and enterprising 
young men, who could preach both in French and English, might 
do immense good in these provinCeS. 

The anthor has lately rt>ceived a letter from a reSPected friend in 
America, who has been travelling in Canada, in which he informs 
him, that the people and the trustees wish for English Methodist 
Missionaries: surely snch an extensive part of the British empire 
should engage the attention of aUf mission committee. At present, 
th~rQ are ill society in Upper and Lower Canada: 

UPl'ER CAN.DA. 

Augusta. 
Bav Quintie 
Smith's Creek • 
Niagara . • • • . 
Ancaster aud Long Point 
Detroit • -

Quebec • 
Montreal 
Ottawha 
St. Francis 

LOWi:R CANADA. 

450 
655 
120 
!l27 
569 
130 

2451 

26 
52 
97 

1'10 

-'--
295 
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At Ceylon, in the Eastlndies, a Methodist mission is nOIf esta. 
blished under t/,e most happyallspic<'s, both of providential and 
human patronage; and from the best accounts, the prospect was 
IDPst J. romiRing ;-a Budhist I'riest \I a made the happy firit fruits 
of an eXl'ected graciolls hane,t. Six aJditional lIlissionaries have 
been ue"gnated fur tl,is island, and Ire should Ii,' happy to hear that 
some one of the senior aTllI ex~erienced preachers has accompanied 
them on this im;,ol'tallt miision, both to direct them hy his cOllnsel, 
and encourage and ani:nate them by his (·:'\ample. When the Mis_ 
~iOllaries shall have learned the langua(!e, we may, through the 
blessing of God, expect largely [,'om their labours in this populous 
island, where it is said, there are 1200 temples dedicated to Pagan 
deities. 

Gibrallw' and Bermuda are both favoured with a Methodist 
mISSIOn. The first of thEse is important,. as a garrison, and the 
last as a naval station. From the Gibraltar mission, much good 
has resulted to the troops, and owing to the pancity of other 
preachin" in the Bermudas, a large portion, both of the white and 
()olo"r"d inhabitants have been greatly benefitted by the mission.­
See the i'J arrative. 

The Sierra Leone mission is still in its i[lfancy; bnt as the com_ 
mittee have sent an active .'\1issionary to that part of the world, we. 
are willing to hope that the benighted Africans itl those parts will 
stretch out their hands to God. 

To the Cape of Good Hope and NeZ" SOllth 1Vales, two Missioll_ 
aries have been s~nt: the one spnt to the Capp has, however, been 
hind(·red by the government of that colony from preaching; and as 
the other cannot hal'e long arrived at the place of his destination, 
nothing particular has yet transpired relative to his situation. 

The annexed plate will exhibit at on(' view, the present state of 
the Methodist missions: the first column contains the names of 
places in which missions are established; the stcond contains the 
present Missionaries; the third, the years whpn they were esta_ 
blished, and so on, for the encouragement of those young men who 
are employed, or who may still embark in the blessed W(jrk. I 
Ililve placed in one view, all the minutes made by the different con_ 
ferences, relati,e to their missions; likewise the happy deaths of 
such as have di(>d upon mis,ioll stations: to which I have. also sub_ 
joined a list of ~all the Missionaries who ha,e b .. en sent to foreign 
parts by the conference, with a specification of the places to which 
they were sent. 
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Various Rules, Regulations and kIinuies, m(lde by 
the diffe1'ent Conferences, in Relation to .Missioll­
aries labouring on Foreign Stations. 

Rul"s m~de in 1799. 
ANY preacher in the 'Vest Indies, whose stale of health, accord_ 

ing to the judgment of a physcian, requires it, may visit the hLlnd 
of Bermuda, (one of the healthiest spots in the world) or the COll_ 
tinent of .!.merica, and continue there as long as (,xpedipnt. 

The preachers in the West Indies, shaH not be consiopred as 
under the regulatiolls of the cOllnexion in' Eurupe, in respect to 
marriage; but none of the preachers who are nut in full conr;,,:':;on, 
are to marry, till they have consulted, the conference or Dr. Cuke: 
nor are any of the pr,'al'hcrs married or single, to return to Europe, 
till they havp previously cunsulted Dr. Coke, and received the ap_ 
probation of the conference, or of the doctor. 

The following Question was asked in 1800. 
What shall be done for the relie-f of the foreign missions? 
A. A cnHectioll shall be made in all our congregations in 

Great Britain, fot the support of thost:: missions the ensuing year, 
and the money sent to Mr. Whitfield. 

N. B. Respecting the foreign misssons, the following rules 
were adopted; 

1. The superintendents shall be responsible to the English 
conference, and to their agent, the Rev. Dr. Coke. 

2. The superintendents shall keep exact accounts of all tllonie$ 
received by them on account of the missions, and of all disburse_ 
ments of that money, and transmit those accounts annually to Dr. 
Coke, or, in his absence, to the Lontion superintendent, to be 
laid before the conferenc('. 

5. That every local preacher who may, in future, be sent out 
as a Missionary, shall ellga~e to labour a~ such for the term of tp.n 
years, previous to his enjoying the privilege of travelling in 
Europe. 

6. That every preacher, who is on trial as an itinerant, when 
sent out as a Mission<try, shaIllabonr as such till the time of his pro_ 
bation be expired, and six years following. 

N. B. The two last rules shall not affect those who are already 
engaged . 

• 7. That every preacher in full connexion, who goes out as :l 

Missionary, shaIllabuur as such for the term of six years, provided, 
that in all the ;t:,ove cases, if the health of the Missionaries re­
{lni rc it th~y shall have liberty to visit Bermuda, Nova Scotia, or 
New Brunswick. 

8. No person shall, in futnre, be employed as a Missionary 
who is not received upon trial by the conference, according t~ 
our rules, or inserted in the list of resenre. 
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9. That all our rules of di~cipJine, respecting the admission 
and excillsion of members, holding love lea.ts,. &c. shall be strictly 
enforce,l as in Europe; and that the authority of the superinten. 
dent iu all these things, be the same ill every place. 

ISO!. 
The conference being informed, that Thomas Pattison left hi! 

circuit (lhrbadoes) without permission, highly censure such can. 
duct. Thev pass it over at present with a strong censure; but 
shall iu futuc€ consider every l\lissionarr who is guilty of this 
fault, as withdrawing himself from the itinerant plan, both in the 
West Indies and Europe. 

1802. 
Q. 1-1. \';'hat regulations are necessary to be made in respect to 

the West India missions? 
A. 1. 'fhe rule which requires that each of the Missionaries 

who never was a travelling preacher in Europe before he was seot 
to the 'Vest Indies, shall continue there for ten years, is repealed. 

2. The following regulations are a~Teed upon. 
(I.) That every West India Missionary, who has been pre. 

viously received into full connexion, shall be obliged to labour in 
that Archipelago for four years. 

('2.) That ~very Missionary, who has previously travelled in 
Europe Oll trial, shall be obliged to travel in the West Indies for 
five years. 

(3.) That every Missionary who has not travelled at all ill 
Europp, shall be obliged to travel in the "-est Indies for six years. 

(4.) If any l\lissionary be so ill in body, that he cannot con. 
tinue in the West Indies, without the utmost danger of dying, he 
shall removp either to Bermuda, Nova Scotia, or New Bruns. 
wick, until he has received further directions from the Conference 
or Dr. Coke. 

(5.) No Missionary is to return horne (agrpeably to a former 
rule) until he has written to the Conference or Dr. Coke, and 
recei ved an answer. 

(6.) The Missionaries are desired to send to Dr. Coke by the 
April packet, a regular account of their receipts and disburse. 
ments for the preceding year. This direction has been alread1 
given, but some of the Missionaries have not complied with it: 
the Conference, therefore, insist upon it that all the Missionarie. 
shall, in future, be exact in complying with this minute. . 

IS04. 
(7.) The superintendents of circuits are directed to look out 

:or proper Missionaries among the travelling and local preachers 
In t~eir respective circuits, and to go through the due forms con. 
CerlllDg them; and the chairman of districts are also directed to 
make particular inquiry on this business, at their dis~rict meetings. 

Q. What regulations are made respecting the mis&ioDs ? 
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A. 1. Dr. CokP is rp.appuintecl to the ofIice of general super_ 
intendent of all our missions. 2. A committ,,!) o-f lillance and 
advice is appointed, cOllsisting of all til!' preachers stationed in 
London. 3. Dr. Coke is appoiutl'd president of this committ('e, 
Mr. Entwisle the secrf'tary, and ~,ir. Lomas the (rpasurer for the 
ensuing year. 4. All olliciallettprs and cOlllmllnicdtion; what­
pver from the Missionaries, shall be laiu, from time to time, be~ 
fore the ~ommittee, aud tht'ir au vice taken UpOIl the same. 

]805. 
Q. What can be done for the support of onr important 

lIlissions? . 
A. 1. Let the collection which has been frequently made for 

their support in our congregations, ill town and country, be an. 
nual: ami let the preachers who make this collection preach ex_ 
pressly on this subj~ct at the time of making it, <,specially in all 
the larger places; and let the money thus collected be aU trans. 
mitted to the book_steward, at the farthest before Christmas. 

H106. 
Q. Can any improvement be made in the mauagement of our. 

foreign mis;ions I 
A. The \\'e,t India islands, where we have missions, shall be 

immediately divided into districts, according to the plan .adopted 
at home. 2. The chairman of each district shall be annually ap. 
pointed by the conference at home. 3. The secretary sh~ll be 
chosen by ballot, at the commencement of each district meeting, 
,~hich shall assemble annually as soon as convenient, aft.-r Easter 
Sunday. 4. A book shall be provided in each district, and kept 
by the chairman, in which the minutes of every meeting shall be 
registered, year after year. 5. In these minutes, the most par. 
ticular and detailed accounts of all coll('ctions, receipts, and dis_ 
bursements, shall be regularly inserted. 6. Every }'f'ar a fnll 
and faithful account &hall be sent to the secrptary of the Mi<sionar'( 
committee in London by tl\<' first pac\{et, si:;ned by all the preach. 
ers present, or by the chairman or secretary. 7. The <ii~trict 
meetings ~hall be subject and acconntable> to the genf'ral superin. 
tendent and the Missionary committee at home; anti they subject 
and accountable to the conference. )). It is pXlweted that the 
&everal district meetings will furnish annual information to the 
general superintendent and committe'e on the following "utjeets, 
viz. (1.) the state of their fisances. (~.) The stare of our 
chapels and other property in the West Indies, with regard to 
their security to the connexion. (3:) The number of preachers, 
who, in their judgment, arc necessary for each islan,l, and con~e. 
quently the number of lIew l'flissionaIirs which may at ani time be 
wanted. (4.) Their opinion concerning the stationing of th" 
preachers in the islands, snLject to the control of the British con~ 
ference. (5.) The genefalstate of religion in the islauds; and 

~K 
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(6.) The characters of the preachers, with respect to moral COD. 

duct, doctrine, and discrpline. (9.) The general superintendent, 
in conjunction with the Missionary committee, shall have authority 
to en((age for our foreign missions any married man, who may be 
deemed sufficiently qualified for that work; pro\"iued that ~uch 
married mall shall sacredly engage never to eXlwet a circuit in 
Great llritain, and to make no ,:emands on any of the funds of tile 
con:c·rence. N. B. Brother "William Jenkins is appointed to 
sucered brother Entwisle, who rrmoves from London, as secre. 
tary to the l\lissionary committe!'. 

1807. 
Q. "What fllrther regulations are adopted with respect to our 

missions? 
A. 1. No person shall be employell on any of ollr missions at 

home or abroad who is net deemed perfectly proper to be em. 
ployed in our regular circuits, wlJen (I:e conferen~e shall so deter­
mine. 2. The preachers on trial, who shall he sent on forei;1l 
missions, in this or any future year, shall be subject, with respect 
to marriage, to all the rules which apply to preachers on trial j" 
this conntry; the exemption formerly allo·.~ed to ollr fJrcign IIlis_ 
sionaries being hereby repealed, with respect to those who may be 
hereafter sent out. 3. The nulJlic collections for the mis~ion" arc 
to be made. as usual, in ali our congregations, and sho.lI!! be 
transmitte([ to Mr. Lomas before Christmas. N. D. 1. The con_ 
ference determines that nOlle of our p r~:lch('rs employed in the 
'Vest Indies, shall be at liberty to marry any per'on "ho will not 
previously eD1~nci[late, in tbe legal methods, all the slaVeS of 
whom she may be possesseu: and if any of onr br'ethren thr·rc 
oJready married have by such marriage, or in any other lIay, bp­
come proprietors of slaves, we require tllose br.·~hren to ta;,~ 
immediate and (t,ectllal steps for thrir ,·maacipatiol1. 2. The 
secretary of our mission committee in London, is dirC'ctpd to send ~ 
copy of this mi:Jute to erery preach!:!' in the \Yest Indies, and 
to require a report next year of the manaer in which it has becll 
obeyed. 

1812. 
'Yhat new regulations are nCcc'5ary on the suhject of missions? 

1. Let no preacher be sent to any foreign mission unle,s he be fir,t 
proposed to, amI approved by the conference. 2. Let all our 
missions be placed on the same plan both as to government and p.:_ 
('uniary support. 3. Let the wmmiHee make all such retrench­
ments in the different departments as may be founel consistent with 
the glory and work of God. 4. Let a general superintendent for 
the West. India Missions be appointed; if a suitable person can be 
found who is willing to go out in that capacity; and he changed 
e~erf twa or. three years as may be deemed best. 5. Olle genp.ral 
dlstnet meeting shall be annually held ill the Leeward and Wind. 
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ward Islands, in the month of April, in lil'u of the three district 
meetings which ha'fe been held there of bte years. The power of 
this meetini: in the way of censure, shall not extend farther than 
suspension. Thpy shall fvrm and transmit a plan of stations for 
the inspection and approbation, or rejer.tion, in whole or in part 
of the British conference. And they are further ('xpect~d to for. 
ward all possible information on every point afimportance connect. 
ed with the missions, to the committt,c and the conference. N. 13. 
A secone] f,Jissionary may bp. s,'nt to the i,ia:ld of Jamaica, if Dr. 
Coke and the Ylissionary committee shall unitedly deem it propf'r. 

1813. 
What is the judgment of the conference concerning the proposal 

of a Methodist mission io the East? 
A. The conference authorizes and appoints Dt'. Coke to under, 

take a Mission to Ceylon and Jam, and allows him to take with 
him six preachers fur that purpose, exclusively of one for the Cape 
of Good Hope. 

18!-J. 
'Yllat further directions shall be given re~:)ecting 0ur Missionary 

affairs: 
A. 1. Our Missionaries in Newfoundland shall be in3tructcli 

to pay particular attention to St. Johns. 
2. Three Missionaries, in addition to the two already there, 

!hall be sent to Newfoundland; two to Demerara; one to Mont. 
real; and two to New South 'Yales. 

1815. 
Q. I!). What plan sh;tll now be adopterl in consequence of the 

death of Dr. Cuke, the late general ~\]perintcllrtent of the ;\ll'thod. 
ist missions, for the future mana~ement of those important COnCf'flls? 

A. I. All on missions shall be subject as heretofore to the e,e. 
neral direction of the conference, under whose auth'Jrity the J\Jis. 
sionaries have enga~ed in the work, ancl 1\ ho are responsible to 
them for the provi,iun orthe necessary supplies during the continuo 
ance of their engal~ements. 

2. The spiritu"l concerns of the missions shall bl' uuder the ex. 
c1usive superint'mtlence of the conf~rence; who ,hall, in parlicular, 
have the 601e right of selecting and appointing \iL,j J\1"ri~s) accord. 
inlT to the ('stahlished Tules rcsrectin~ the adm:,sio.l of l,r'cac:,ers 
into our body, of stationing, from year to yeH, the Lissionarics 
so appointed, aud of trying, cen,suring, or rcc'lll'ng them, whene\er 
such mea~ures may seeill expedient. 

3. The missions and Missionarie,; appointed by t]'.,e cO:lf(\ren.~~, 
shall be superiuLndcd, dnring the hlpr\'a1,s of the sittings of the 
conference, uv "n executive committee, c, .. ;~·~:·.;i!ls of (he pre~cl':rs 
stationed in J:o~ld(Jn, and of the lw.) bd'.,-r~l treasurers nJ2o(iol'e,1 

in the succeeding article vi this pla'l. 
4. Two jO;'lt treasurers fOl- our general "lis~iollary fnnd, shall 

be annually chosen by the confer,'nce; on~ of ''-I~:LJ;ll, for the con-
2 K2 
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venieuce of t!le Missionaries, shall be a travelling preacher, sta_ 
tioned in London; the other, a respectable member of our society 
not a travelling preacher. 

5. The general treasurers shall appoint a banker, with whom 
they shall op~n all account, and in whose hands all monies received 
by them, for the support of the missions shall be regularly placed. 
No mUll ii's, so depo.ited, shall be "ithdrawn from the bank with. 
out ti,e mutual consent of the two treasurers, except when onp of 
thf'm is absent, and hills are preM'oled, which absolutely require 
immediate payment. .A nd in such pxcel't,'<l casps, Ihel sums drawn 
ou~ by a separate order, shalllJe "sl','ci.dly notilied to the commit_ 
tfl' at their next meeting. 

G. T',,\'o of (he preacJ1Hs sta(ioned in LoiHlon, shall be annualiy 
appointed to act as secretaries [0 the exeeutil'e committee and con. 
ference for l\Ji"ionary a,litirs. 

7. The accounts' of reeei pts and disbursements on acrount of 
our missiuns, ,hall in future be made up to the 24th day of June ill 
each yrar. 

8. A committee of examination and finance shall be annually 
ChOSPIl by the (onfurencc, to tn .. "t on th .. Friday and saturday which 
.ho.ll imm~diatf'ly precede the meetin~ of the ensuing conferenc(', 
and in the same ci~y or tOWIJ in which such conference is to Ite held. 
This commitke shall cousist of the president and secretary of the 
conference, for the time being ;-of the two general treasurers, 
and those othe .. members of the executiye committee who can at_ 
tend ;-of niue other tra,elling preachers ;-and of nine respecta_ 
hIe members of OUI' socidv, not being travelling preachers, resident 
in the dbtrict or districts contiguous to the place in which that 
conferellce is to assemble. 

9. Tu this committee of exnm;n~lion and finance, detailed ac. 
co'cn's of our ;\!issicnary recei:)ts allll disbursements during the 
preceding year, shall be suhnitteu for inYPsligation; together "ith 
every question cOllner-ted \I itll the financial department of our Mis_ 
Sionary business; and no such question shall be brought before the 
conference, until a special report of their .pinion has been drawn 
U;) JnUIFesen'l>.1. 

10. .\ geiler:il report of the 8tate of OHr missions shall be annu_ 
ally ~re;Jare<i by (he e"pcu!ivl> committee, and, if approved by the 
1'001""/ ~(. of ex~minHtion alid finance, and by the conf"rence, shall 
be pUbidled ~nd circulated. To this report shall be appended, as 
usu~l, th~ accounts of r~c .. i[lts and disbursements, as examined and 
audltf'd by t],e lar;t.tlwntioFled cOIIll .. iltee. ' ' 

;,/" H. I" orJer to fatiiitate the immediate adoption of the fore_ 
gOing pIa?, :11r. \Vou-l, ti,e present general treasurer, is requested 
to close, III, .",lissionary accounts at the time "hen this conference 
shall Iin,lsh Its sittings. The account, made up to that period, shall 
be: ul;\I,r.ed; and a new account opened by the new treasurers, 
whIch shall be closed, according to th4< seventh article of the plan. 



APPENDIX. 261 

on the 21th of June, 1815, and prt>sented to the committee of ex. 
amination and finance, in the eurl of the following month. 2. The 
executive committee, in conjullctioll with the bo~kcorn'nittee, are 
directed Lo take into serious con&ideration the best method offurn_ 
ishing the preacher~, the Missiouary Societi('s, and all other friends 
to the cause, throughout the cOllntry, with regular and early com_ 
munications of ;\lis,ionuy intelligence. 3. 'We recommend to ollr 
preachers and people, ttl' esLle lishment of Missionary prayer meet_ 
jn~s, to be held i1l our chapels once a month, \"herever'it can be 
made convenient. 4. No Missionary ill the ""est Indies, New­
foundfand, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Canada, 01' Bermuda, 
shall be permitted to draw a bill for more than fifty pounds Jt one 
time, without pre,ious addcc and explallation of the extraordinary 
nature and circumstalle~ of the ca'e. No Missionary stationed in 
the East shaH be permitted to draw a bill for more thall one hundred 
and fifty pounds at one time, withollt similar advice and expla_ 
nation. And were there are more than one preacher on the parti_ 
cular station at which any such bill is drawn, all their names shall 
be affixed to the bill. 

Q. 20. Who are the general treasurers aud secretaries for 
our missions, for the ensuing year. 

A. Thomas Thompson, esq. 1\1. P. and Mr. James 'Yoolt 
are respectfully requested to accept the office of joint_treasurers: 
and Mr. Buckley, and Mr. Thomas Wood are appointed joint_ 
secretaries. 

Q. 21. Who shall compose th" committee of examination and 
finance, for ollr Missionary affairs, for the next year? 

A. 1. The pre~ic1ent anJ secretary of tI,e conference, the 
general treasurers, and the preachers in London, are ex officio, 
members of that committee. 2. The nine preachers appointed 
according to rule, are the following, \'iz. Henry l\Ioore, Adam 
Clarke, Charles Atmore, Walter Grilfith, Gf'orge Highfield, 
Richard Reece, Samuel Taylor, Rohert Smith, and George 1\Jor_ 
ley. 3. The following persons, viz. Joseph llutterworflJ, esq . 
.1\1. P. Mr. David Bruce, 1\1r. Joseph Bulmer, Mr. William 
Marsden, Mr. John Cooper, Mr. Thomas Marriott, Mr. Richard 
Smith, (all of London) Mr. Hulett, of Brompton, and Mr. 
Jennings, of Rotherhithe, are respectfully l·equ~sted to act as the 
nine other members of the committee. 

Q. 22. 'Vhat increase shall be made tllis year in the number 
of our foreign Missionaries? 

A. In compliance with the pressing reqnests received from 
abroad, and in humbl.., dependence on the blessing of God, 3nd 
the continued exertions and liberality of our friends, and of ,he 
public, we authorize our executive committee to send out, as soon 
as cODvenient, 
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.Four additional Missionaries to (]w W cst f mlies, &c. 
Four ditlo to tlw ilrilish prorinces in North America; 
'f1\0 ditto to l"'·wfoundlan r); and 
Six ditto :.0 Ceylon alld (he j-:ast. 

N. D. Several o(h"r prol"''''!'' respecting the e:-:tension of our 
)Jissii-'C':tfy etTorts, "hich we,(; laid bef"ce the cunference, are 
referred tu the cunsi:lcralioll and ,:i,c(dio!l of the committtl'. --
.~-1 short account of Missionaries who hare died on 

.fore(~n stativns ;-eXlractcd from the t:;eneral 
minutes. 

1791. Robel-t Gmnble died in t11P isl;tnd of St. Villcents, in 
the Vfest Indi('s. He laboured for some years as a travelling 
preacher in England; but spent the last il'r~e years of his life ill 
the conversion of the poor despised Negroes; Last February he 
was seized with a putrid fever, and, after a sickness of sixteen 
days, entered into glory in the triumph of faith. 

1792. Thomas JVorrell, a most promising young man. For 
some time he laboured in Ireland, his n:ltil'e country, with success. 
Afterwards he devoted himself to the work of God among jhe 
Heathens; aud after a sl:ort, hut successful ministry in the island 
of Jamaica, he died the d~ath of a saint,-of a Christian entering 
into glory in the fnll assurance of hope. 

1703. James IVray,-a faithful labourer in the Lord's vineyard. 
For several years he travelled in En:;lm:d with success. His 
zealous Spil;t then led him across lL(' Atlantic ocean to Xova 
Scotia, ,,-i,erc he '·.c,s rendererl useful in his ma,ter's cause; and 
12,;t1y he closed his steady race in the island of St. Vincent, resigtl_ 
iilfl' llis soul into the hands of his f"ithful Creator, with all that 
~esignation, peace, aud holy joy, which might be expected from 
a falh(-r in C. rist. 

179·1. Abraham llishop, a Ilative of the isle of Jersey. He 
hegan his itinerant laiJollfS in 1lle jJrovinces of .0<ol'a Scotia and 
:-':I'W Bruns\\ick, and conclc"lctl them last rear in the island of 
Grallada, in the 'West Indies. He was one of the holiest men 
"l':)P. earth: he liHd continually within the nil; and his soul 
l:ninterru\!tuJ.ly burned for the salvation of the Heathen. He was 
illstaat in season and out of sea,on; a useful preacher all the day 
lo"z. without tile least 'breach f)f modesty or decorum. He 
F' ~ched well both i,l E"s!i,h and French_ In the same letter, 
of wLich two_thirds Were written by l,imself in the most lively and 
:rnimatinc; manner, an account \Va. sent us of his death, by the 
HeL :\1. Dent, tbe rector of St. G~orge Granada, who loyed 
jJim as his own child. ' 
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Daniel Graham, wll() preachecl for some years in Ireland. He 
then cl'ossed the A (Iantic ocean, to carry the PH'rlasting gospel to 
the Negroes in the V'est Indies. He was a man of gH'at pipty, and 
of a deeply crucified sl.irit. But th" Lord in his mysteriolls pro. 
vidence,was pleased to take him (0 his great re\\unl; in the prime 
of his life and llseflllne,s, and in a few months after he IJa:l1J~glln 
his labours among tl1<' H"c"h('n, in th· island of Daflnd()es. Both 
he and Mr. Bishop di",1 of (he yellow fever, IIhieh lately laged in 
~o dreadfnl a manner in ,l,eee if.lands. 

1795. Benjamin Pea/"ce.-He trayelled eleven y~.1fS i'1 Eng. 
land, Ireland, and the \\'(5\ IiI.,iies, "illt :w unblamealJle cha_ 
racter, an(l cousi~lerJhlr-' usefnlness. In a Vt1Y.1ge from C r;~naJa. 
to Barbac~ocs he \ras fei~fd with a putri.! C", er, anu died 011 his 
passage. B::f0re hE' ('~~vin'd, ~H' c2illC"d the capiail! of the- H-'sseJ, 
and said to him, "'fell my frie,lds, when yOJ arriYe in L1rbQdoC5, 
that I die happ)' in God." 

John Cook, who was appuintcd 10 labou!' in the 'Vest IIlJ:cs. 
He was recommendcJ in the strongest manner by all the preachers, 
stewards, and lead('rs Df his circuit. On his arri,'al at the i[iand 
(,f Tortola, he was seized with the pulr,d fever, thell ragin,:; itl 

that part of the world. A lo(b;ing was Ff"pared for him all a hill, 
where the air was rarticularly salubriolls, and two physicians at_ 
tended him, but all in vain. After an illness of live days, he wag 
taken to his reward, in the prime of life·, and in (riumph. IIow 
unaccountable are thy judgments, 0 God! 

1799. Bartholomew i',Jc. Donald, a yOling preacher of great 
piety and zeal. He offered himself as a Missionary for ti,e COil. 

~'ersion of the Heathen, and was accordingly scnt to the island 
of Antigua, v,here he di(·d of an ("I',;:",,)ic fever, to the great regret 
of all who knew him. His usef"lness for about a year among the 
poor'Negroes, alronled pleasiilg ('xl'cetations that he 1V0uld have 
proved a very nsefnl preacher of the gospel; but God in his mys. 
terious providence, was plf'as(,fl to cut off our blooming hopes, 
and to take hb servant to himself in the triumph of faith. 

J ames Richardson, who was also young. Ill' was appointed 
hy tlw la,t conference to labour in the West Indies. He landed on 
Good Fri(lay on the island of Jamaica, preached four times, and 
met a class once, and, in seventeen days, finished his COllrse 

with joy. During his illness, which continued only seven days, he 
expressed great confidence in God. 

1800. Francis Juene.-He was a nativ" of the island of Jersey, 
an(I spoke fluently the French langtlJge. He was a VPl'Y holy man, 
and of a pleas· g temper. There was a great probalHlity of his 
lwin" exceedingly nseful amOl1:.s the NI'p:rops in th .. j,,181ld of Gra. 
nada~ after it becJ.me subj~ct to the English. Bllt it pleased God 
to call him hence, by a violent feyo'f. 
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11)02. JO;Pjlh Bocock.-He was a young man of a most amiable 
disposition gooLi talents and deep piety. He was appointed to lao 
bour in th~ islands of St. Christopher's and Ne\is, in the West 
Indies; but, in a short time atter his arrival in that archipeiag"", he 
was seized \lith a putrid fever, of which h~ diet!' He pr('ac!led sr. 
nral times in St. Christopher's, ami a few times ill DominIca, t" 
the great profit ami approbation uf the cungregatiO!ls. The pa. 
tience, resianation, and holy triumph which he manifested dnrin;; a 
short illness~ was greatly blessed to all who attended him. The reo 
spect ami affection of the inhabitants of Itosseau (the principal 
town of Domin;ca) towards him, influenced them to rai,c a ,ub. 
scri ptiol1, by the means of which, l:e was buri .. d in a respect:lole 
manner, and many gentlemen of property accompanied the corpse 
to· the grave with genuinp sorrow manifested in tl,cir countenances. 
He seemed formed for eAtensive usefulness; !Jut \\e see only a liltle 
way, and should submit to the will of the great H,'ad of the Church, 

1803. J okl! l1urkenhead.-He was a mUll of sound judgment 
and understood well the l\lethodist doctrine and di5cipline, and 
possessed great integrity of mind. In the year 18(}O, he otTered 
llimself as a Missionary to labour among the Heathen, and was ac· 
cordingly sentto Antigua, in ti,e \Vest Indies. For t...-o years he 
preached the gus pel there with great sncce,s, and was highly respec. 
ted by the gentry of the island, as well as by the negroes. But it 
pleased God to call him to his great reward, by a putrid fever, in 
the courSe of the last year. An instance of his forgiving spirit shollld 
Hot be omitted: While he was returniug from his circuit to the 
town of~t. Johu's, a soldier stabbed him in a Y<ery dangerous man. 
nero The soldier was found out; and his officers were determined 
to punish him in a very exemplary way; uut Mr. llurkenhead used 
his influence to obtain his pardon and succeeded. 

P1ulil' Debell, who was a steady, amiable young man; a man of 
good report both among the people of God and them that were 
without. Viewed as a minister, his so1l1 was on fire with holy zeal 
for the glory of God ollr Saviour, and the salvation of immortal souls. 
\Vhile at home and employed in his worldly calling, his preaching 
was so attended to by the various congregations where he preached, 
as to confute the fabe sense so often put upon our Saviollr's words. 
" A prophet is not without honour save in his own country." He 
,.-as honoured in his OWlJ country, and bis loss wa, l:lmented by many 
when he went to the \\' est Indies. But suBb was hi. conviction vf 
its being the will of God, that he ought to preach Christ crn('ified 
to the poor Africans, that nothing could deter Ilim from that ardu. 
ous undertaking. But his successful cOllrse was short. After la. 
bouring faithfully and effectually in promotin; the happiness of (h~ 
Blacks, whose eternal interests lay near ltis heart. On the 21st of 
last January, after an illness of four days, (blessing and praising 
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God that h[' wenl to the West Indies) his happy soul trinmphJl11!1y 
returned to God who gave it. Hf" was the first Methodist Mission_ 
a~y that had died in the island of St. Christopher's. - A very large 
crowd of sincerll mourner, attende([ his funeral. Fi,e Missionaries 
and an old friend rarried him to tlw gra ve, allf>lluetl IJY tlm'e cler_ 
gymen of the established church, to>;cther with many of the most 
respectable people of the bland. His loss was universally regret. 
ted throughont the colony. 

1801. 'nlOlTlas I~i("hanlson, a young man of genuil1e piety, 
fervent ual, ami unblf'rnished character. He was also an accep_ 
table and useful preac;,pr. After preaching the gospel of OUl" Lord 

_ Jesus Christ for some time as a local preacher, in the neighbour_ 
hoo(lof York, from a principle of pure love to the souls of men, he 
freely offered himself to becollle a Missionary to the Heathen; and 
being accepted in that character, he set (}ut from Liverpool for the 
·West Indies, NOHmber 13th, 1802. lIe arrived at Antigua, 
January 1, 1803, and after preaching a few times in that island, 
sailed for Dominica, where he arrived on the 2nd of February. He 
was received with great affection at Rosseau and Prince Rupert'R 
Bay by the societies aTHI congregations which his predecessors in the 
work had gathered; and preached the gospel wit.h great sHccess, 
especially in the latter place, for iome months. But on the 4th of 
October following, he was attacked with the yellow fever, whereby 
hewas cnt off in five days. He departed this life on Sunday, Oc­
tober 9, in great peace, triumphing over his last enemy. During 
the little time he labollred in Dominica, the LoTti owned his labou.s 
much and crowned them with sllccess. He was exceedingly beloYed 
by the people, and his death was greatly lamentNI. [The reader 
may see in the magazine for December, J 803, two excellent letters, 
written by him from Dominica to his friends in England.] 

1805. James M' Nlullen.-He was a man of strong and quick 
understanding, uniting therewith genuine and solid piety :-ilolfleX­
ible in religious discipline, yet of an amiahle and compassionate 
disposition. Integrity was the leading fNture of his character, 
from which he never swerved under any inlluenc(' of fear or love. 
He was truly disinterested in all his worldly vil'ws, labollritJ~ with 
his hands, without burdening the connexion, when unable to tra­
vel through debility of hody. .~nd when hp believed it to be his 
duty to forsake his country for the word and glory of our Lor(1 J e. 
sus Christ, he cheerfully proposed himself as a Missionary for Gib­
raltar in which place he fell a victim to the late mali."llant fever 
which'raged so violently there and carried otl" also in a few days his 
pions and amiable wife. He died with the most entire resignation, 
and in the full triumph of faith, leaving behind him an only daugh­
ter. He travelled in our conn\jxion for sixte<:n years. 

1806. John Baxter.-A holy, zealous and uspful man of God. 
Whim he was a leader of a class at Chatham, he was very ~tronzly, 
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and in all probability divinely incline(1 to go over to Antigua, in 
the \V cst Indies; and, in opposition to all the remonstrances of 
his friends sailed for that island. When he arrived there, he fouml 
a small ~o~iety of Negroes, which had been raised by the late N 3. 

thaniel Gilbert, esq. speaker of the house of assembly of that Island, 
who had been converted to God among th(' Methodists in England. 
This little society he took under his care; and, though his labours 
as a shipwright were very great; he sacrificed his sleep, and iu 
many instances his health in this work. The society increased con. 
siderably; and, when Dr. Coke landed at Antigua, in 1786, l)f~ 
immediately united his Hock and himself to the !(eneral work: and 
though he was allowed .£400 per annum, currency, by government 
as the under Store.keeper at English IIarbollr, he sacrificed the 
whole, and became, from that time to his death a West India Mis. 
sionary, except one year, which he spellt in En;land. He \las 
greatly beloved by the Negroes, and loved them in an equal degree 
and went to glory from among them in the trjlImph offaith. 

John Hawkshaw, who tra.-elled in England two ypars, and was 
then appointed as a Missionary for tht' W,>,t I rrdifs. After thf' 
usual probation, he became a regular minister amen!!; us, and can. 
tinued to exercise those valuable talents with which the j2"reat Head 
of the Church had bJessed him until his spirit returned to God. He 
was engaged in the work of the missior.s at Princ!! Hilpert's Bay, in 
the island of Dominica, when he was attacked by a disorder which 
proved mortal. It \vas the intention of the hrethren to remove him 
by sea to Rosseau, (a more healthy part of the island) but he died on 
his passage. He closed the arduons work of a minister with the 
triumph of a believer; and in his last hours said, "My confidence 
in God is firm. I know I am boru to greater joys;" and without 
a struggle or a groan he passed into eternity. If ability, zeal, fur • 

. titude and perseverance were ever cOllspicuous, theyappearf'd in 
his laborious exertions for the promotion of the cause of religion 
and the conversion of the Heathen. 13y his death the long neglectNI 

.Africans lost a faithful minister; his brethren, an active and abl ... 
coadjutor; and the i\lethodist societies in the 'Vest Iudies, a burn_ 
ing and shining light. 

1807. Thomas Dumbleton.-He was appointed in the year 
1794 to labour in the West Indies. For twelve years he exercised 
~is ministry then' with fidelity and snccess; and was all instrumen t 
In the hand of God of turning many of the poor N agroes from dark. 
ness to light, and from the power of satan to God. During the 
]~st year he was attacked with the complaint which terminated in 
hIS death. He bore his sufferings with the most heroic fortitude 
~nd Christian patience. When visited by pious friends and askt'll 
If he had any doubts as to his acceptance; he replied, "that hi~ 
soul was fixed on the Lord J esush and that as to doubts and fears, 
h~ had not any." To. the .physician he iaidr "do not you think [ 
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am dyingl the physician observed that he had displayed so much 
patience dnring his illness, that he presumed he was not afraid to 
die. He replied, "no, sir: for me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain." Shortly after his sight failed him, bnt he still possessed an 
unshaken confidence in the Lord Jeslls, ulltil he gave up his soul 
illto the hands of God. He was a plain upright man, of genuine 
piety and g.eneral usefulness: and his name will be long remembered 
in the West India islands, where he has been it bleEsing to 
thousands. 

William Stu.rgeon.-He laboured in Ireland as a travelling 
preacher, with a~ceptance and success, till the Irish cenference 
recommen.ded him tQ this conference as a suitable Missionary for 
the West Indies. His own heart was truly in the work, and 
therefore he cheerfully and :lealously acceded to the appointment. 
In m3.DY of the "Vest Iudia islands he laboured with success; but 
being attacked with a fever at Granada, he sailed for Tortola, 
w here the neal relations of his wife resided. On his passage, the 
God whom he lovetl and served was pleased to arrest him, and 
take him to hims.elf. Though we have but few documents before 
us concerning our brother, we doubt not but from the general. 
tenor of his life and ministry, h~ died in peace, and his soul en. 
teted into the joy of his Lord. 

1808. J osepn Morrison, a young man of conside~able talents, 
and of a very amiablt) disposition. After labouring in the ministry 
in Ireland for some time with success, he went as a Missionary to 
the West Indies. His last appointment was for the island of St. 
Vincents, where he was well received. His illness was attributed, 
by his physician, to the too frequent use of the cold bath. How. 
eYer. such was thll will of tht' mO.st high, in his inscrutable wisdom, 
that he tool> him to his heavenly kingdom from the wilderness of 
this world, in the prime of life, and in the midst of his useful 
latonrs among the poor Negroes. He died in great peace. 

J okn Robinson, who, from the time of his conversion to God, 
was a steady, lively, and consistent Methodist. After being some 
time among us as a pri'fate JIlember, he was called to preach the 
gospel tQ the Negroes in the West Indies, and was appointed for 
the isl;lUtl of St. Iiitts, where he was kindly received and mad .. 
useful to many. From thence he was removed to Barbado~s, 
where he arrived in the beginning of the year 1807, and laboured' 
for a few months with great success. One night he was observed 
to be more than usnally earnest in exhorting the people to prepar.e 
for death, observing that it was very near, and applying the idea 
in it very solemn manner to himself. After preaching he retired' 
to his room, and became verynnwell. Medicine was applied, 
but in vain. Being seized with a violent fever, he lived a few 
days in excruciating pain, and was often delirious; but at time~ 
he was BOIJ;lsiple, and very happy. ,'\. little before he. died, he rO~l!i 
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twice upon his knees, crying out "I am more than conqueror, I 
am mOle than conqueror." In this glorions manner he finished 
his work on earth, and was admitted into the joy of his Lord, 
Jnly the 5th, 1807. 

Henry Evans.-He was a nseful and laborious local preacher 
for nearly twelve years. In 1803 he was sent as a Missionary to 
the West Indies. His first appointment was to St. Kitts, where 
he was much esteemed, and very useful. From this fav&ured 
island he was removed to Tortola, where his labours were more 
abundant, and the great Head of the C:,urch crowned them with 
more 'than ordinary sUece'55. He re!iardced neither fatigne !'lor 
danger, while cilgageu in the bless~d ,rork of saving souls, but his 
zeal and exertions were too great for the climate. He was seiz<'d 
with alviolcnt feH'r, which r;sisted all the power of medicine, and 
terminated in death. During his last sickness, the welfarl' of the 
society lay ncar kis heart. lie enjoyeu peace with God, and a 
blooming and blessed hope of immortality. Two days before he 
died, he said he was H'ry hJpPY, and praised the Lord for his 
goodness to him. He afterwards lifted up his h"and in token of 
yictorr, and then quietly fell a~leep in Jesus. 

1811. J ohll (,,'han'ington, a young man of solid piety and deep 
seriQusness; rather of a reserved temper. He voluntarily engaged 
as a lIlission:HY to the Negroes in the West Indies, and died ill 
peace in that blessed work in the island of Nevis. 

J ames Alexander, Jllnr.-H~ bad but lately entered upon the 
work of the ministry in Nova Scotia; and during the sitting of our 
conference, int"llig~nce of his d!!ath was received. The account 
.tates no particulars, except that his end was triumphant. 

1812. De1'lIliddlll'Dermidd, a native of North Britain, who 
w~s brought to a saTing knowledge of (livine truth in early life. 
HIS ardent zeal for the salvation of souls, induced him to offer 
himself as a Missionary for the \\' est Indies. He was a young 
man of good understanding, and sOllnd experience; and was a ,"ery 
acceptable preacher. His desire to win SOli Is to Christ led him to 
labour beyond his strength, which producf'd great debility of body. 
In this aftlicted state, his friends were of opi;ion, that a voyage to 
A merica might restore his health: h .. therefore set sail for North 
Carolina, but before the ,"essel reached its port, his immortal psrt 
entned into the glory of its Lord. According to the a.cconnt of 
one who relate~ the circumstance, "he died in the full triumph of 
faith. " 

lYilliam Cooper.-He ~as a native of Ireland, and well recom_ 
~ended by the Irish conference. When he arriTed in Liverpool, 
III consequenc.e uf .his appointment for the West Indies, he gave 
the utmost satIsfactIOn to those who knew him, of his deep piety 
and fervent zeal. His labours in the Indies were very short but 
for the time very useful. Within the year after his arrival, h~ was 
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seized with a fever, which was permitted, ill the inscrutable p1'O. 

vidence of God, to open to him the gate of everlasting glory. He 
died in the island of Spanish Town, a small virgin island near Tor. 
tola. \Vhen :\Ir. Turuer received at Tortola an account of his 
ilInes~, he instantly took with him a physician; hut when lhey 
arrived at Spanish Town, they found our brother so exceedingly 
ill, that medical aid, and the most loving attention of his friends, 
were all in vain. With full an(l deep resignation to the will of 
God, and in gre~t conli,lence and triumph he committed his spirit 
iltto the hands of his gracious Saviour. 

1813. George tr"arren.-lIe became acquainted with himself 
and with the ~aviour of mankind at an early period of life. From 
a child he knew the holy scriptures, and experienced them to be 
the power of God unto salvation. He also began early to make 
known to mankind the thi\l~~ of God, an (,mploymeot of which he. 
never gr<!w weary. After labouring fOI' ·several years as a lo('a) 
preacher, with credit to himself and profit to others, in the year 
I8H he conceived an ardent desire to go to Africa, aml prorosed 
to serve, in the gospel of Christ, the society of Sierra Leone: his 
proposal was accepted, and he was sent thither by the conference: 
he laboored there about one year without suffering any malerial 
injury from the clime te, till his last illness: too confident, from 
the uninterrnpted health which he enjoyed, he 12boured eH~O more 
than would perhaps have been prudent even in his native COLIn try. 
The Lord blessed his labours, so that the congregation and society 
increased, and many souls were awakene(l and converted under 
his miniHtry. His death was sudden, and llll1st, on that account, 
have been afflictive to his friends, but that his constant walk with 
God, and his deep commnnion with the Father, and his Son Jesus 
Christ, were evident to all who knelv him. 

William Drivel' was of a humble and teachable disposition. He 
acted in the capacity of a local preacher in the Shrew;IJUry circuit, 
where h<! had some fruit of his labour,. His zeal for the salvation 
of souls induced him to offer himself as a Missionary preacher fo\' 
the West Indies. He laboured for some time with success UpOIL 
the island of St. Kitts, and removed from thence to St. Fnstatius, 
where he preach{'d for the first and last time from Rom. i. 16. to 
a large congregation. After preaching he complained of a pain in 
his head: a fever ensued, and medical aid was called in, but all in 
vain. A little before he expired he was asked the slate of his 
mind: his answer was, "All is well I-yes, all is well!" and ex. 
pired in the 40th year of his age, and in the second of his itiner. 
ant labonrs. 

1815. \Ve hava this year to record the departure of T1w1nas 
Colee, L. L. D. who died <;Ill his .voyage with six Missiollaries for 
Ceylon, and other parts of tbe East, on Monday l\Iay 3, 1814. 
On the first day of that month he was indisposed, but not so as t(i) 
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excite apprehension of danger. On the following day he was able 
to take the air on deck: after he retired in· the evening, be, as 
usual, pressed the hand of the l\1issionary wl~o attrndl'd him, and 
prayed the Lord to bless him. But when Ills apartment was en. 
tered on the following mornin~, it was found that his spirit had 
escaped to the mausions of light. His remains werp committed to 
the great deep, in latitude 2 deg. '!9 min. south, longitude 59 deg. 
29 min. east, until the grave and sea shall give up their dead. 

Dr. Coke was a Gentleman.Commoner of Jesus' College, Ox. 
ford, wl1ere he took the dpgree of Doctor of La"s. He became 
acquainted with the writings of the late Hey. J. Fletcher (which 
were illstrumental in leading him to a ,aving; knowledge of the gos. 
pel) and with the Hev J. Weslpyand his societips. From 1786, 
Dr. Coke had the principal direction of our missions, and to thiiO 
glorious calise he entirely) it'lded up all his time, strength aud tao 
lents. It has been truly stated, that for many years he " stooppd 
to tbe very drudgery of charity and gratuitou.ly pleaded the cause 
of a perishing world from door to door." () nder his in11uencl', 
missions were established in almost every English island of the 
'Vest Indies The 11ame of his Missionary zeal burst forth on 
British A merica. Methodist societies were formed by his or under 
his superintendence, in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the 
islands on the eastern coast of the American continent, and subse. 
quently in the Bahamas and Bermuda; and to the coast of Africa 
also, he directed his zealous efforts. 

Dr. Coke was characterized principally by hi. simplicity and fer. 
vour of spirit. His ministry was generally aCCf'ptable, and his la. 
bonrs in promoting the great cause of religion were highly estimated 
by all who knew their beneficial importance.-A life of this eminent 
man is prpparing for the press. 

John Davis, a native of Lomlon, who was employed as a Mis. 
5ionary in the W pst Indies. IIis piety was eminent; he lived in 
the spirit of his Cbristian profesiion, and in that spirit he died. 
His talents as a minister were respectable, and his labours were 
generally approved. The early close of a life and ministry, which 
were equally devout and useful, is lamented by those who knelT 
him; and his rt'ward is with the Lord. 

IFilliurn .·llllt.-He was taken out to traTel in 1808 and in 
lR13. He accompanipd Doctor Coke on a mission to Ceylon. On 
the voyage he Jost his dear partner, to whom he had been married 
only ten ,,·eeks. After his arrival in the past, he appears to have 
heen ~niformly .del'oted to God: indeed his early piety, his deep 
Jcqualn.tance 'nth the holy scriptures, his extensive reading, his 
,e1fde'Hal and ardent zeal, all lIoitpd to qualify him for eminent 
use~u!ness as a Minister and a Missionary. ".By his amiable dis. 
1,0sltIon, correct conduct, and great usefulness, he gained the 
",l~em and respect of everyone both European and native." His 
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labours among the ll"athen afforded indications of great fruitful­
ness; but it hath VI eased the Lord to remove him both from his 
mis~ion and his afllictions to a better world. lIe rlied on the first 
of April, 1815. Th" following account of our respected brother 
was published in the Ceylon Gazette. 

, " King's House, April 19th, 1815. 
" On the 1 st instant, died at Batticaloe, after a tedious ill ness 

of three months, the Rev. William Ault, one of the Wesleyan 
Missionaries, who arriHd about a year ago. His sinct're piety, 
)Jis ardent zeal, indefatigable industry and modest unassuming man_ 
ners, gained him the esteem and respect of all at that station, both 
Europeall3 and Nativeso Possessing rare qualifications for the mp_ 
ritorious and useful work which he had nndertaken, his succesS in 
the short space of ei~ht months, in raising among a numerous borly 
of natives, nominally reformed Christians, at that place a resppct 
for, and a decent observance of, at least, the external forms of re_ 
ligion, was truly remarkable ; and although he had not to boast of 
llaving made any converts from either the Heathen or Mahometan 
faitb to that of Christianity, yet by the establishment of eight 
schools for the edllcation of Hindoo children, and by his talents 
and address, having so far overcome the scruples and prejudices of 
their parents, as to introduce the reatlinl( of the New Testament 
as the only school book to the more advanced scholars, he has 
laid the foundation for a most extensive propagation of our faith." 

.A Table of all the Missionaries sent out by the J'rJe­
thodist COllnc:rion since the Year 1770. 

J05eph Pil'lloor 
Richard Boardman 
Robert Williams 
Johll King 
Richard Wright 
Francis Asbnry 
Thomas Rankin 
George Shadford 
James Dempster 
Martin Rodda 
William Duke 
John Wade 
Daniel Ruil

o 

J';dward Drumgole 
Isa.ac Hollings 
.Ric,harcJ Wehlitec 

1770 
1770 
1770 
1770 
1771 
1771 
1773 
1773 
1774 
177-1 
1775 
1775 
1775 
1775 
1775 
1775 

Thomas Coke 1784 
Richard Whatcoat 1784 
Thomas Vaspy 1784 
All Ihe above to 'he A nglo and 

United States Americans. 

---------------------
William Black 17M 
John Man 1786 
James Man 1786 
Jamps Wray 1787 
Abraham J 0 Bisbop 17!i3 
Jamps Lowery 1800 
William Bpllnet ] 800 
Thomas Oliphant 1800 
Joshua Marsden J ROO 
William Sutcliffe 1805 
Jlilmei Knowlau 18Uil 
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Duncar> :\l'Coll 1793 Daniel Camp\)p1l 1798 
Stephen Bamford 1807 Bartholomew Me. Donald 17as 
James Priestly 1810 Archibalu Murdock J79a 
Jamp5 Alc':'luder 1810 Thomas Pattison J799 
\ ... ·illiam CroscomlJ IS11 William Turton J 7~;U 

lii~hard A rmstrollg ]t;13 John Taylor 17!}9 

John Strong 1S13 John llurkenheau 1800 
George Orth 1815 Robert Shiplpy ISC'O 
All the abov. sent 10 Nova Scotia and Joseph Bocock ISUO 

Sew Brunswick. Richard Paterson J~CO 

John Hawkshaw 1 ~;(J() 
John Baxter 17S5 Isaac Bradnock l:iU I 
"\Villium ,r arrener 1785 Philip Debell 1801 
"\Villiam Hammet 1785 Edward Thompson IS02 
John Clark -, 17S7 James Hopewell ISO:; 
John Harper 1787 George Johnson IS01 
.'\Iatth<,w Lumb 17S9 Thomas Gilgrass 180,1 
Thomas Owens ]7S9 Joseph Taylor ISO,! 
"\Villiam M'Cornock 17S9 Joseph M orrisofl ISO·1 
Benjamin Pearce 17S9 Henry Evans ISO} 
Robert Gamble 1789 John Rullidge ISO'! 
G porge Sherret 1789 John Daw 1 IlO6 
'Vi Ilium Brazier 1789 William Constable JSOG 
.J ohn ~l' '/ ean 1790 John Wiggans IS07 
James Lyons 1790 ' s. P. Woolley IS07 
Thomas Worrel 1790 John Willis IS07 
.J ohn Kingston 1792 Charl~s Hodgson 1807 
William Fish 17:92 John Frith IS07 
Richard Patterson 1792 'Ihomas Talboys 1808 
Daniel Graham 1792 John Wiggins ]S09 
'Thomas Dobson 1793 George Emenon ISIO 
Joseph Tilford 1793 John Raby ISIO 
Thomas Dumbleton 1794 John Charrington 1810 
Richard Andrews 1794 Caverly Riley 1810 
Thomas Isham 1794 John Pool ISIO 
James Alexander 1794 William Dowson UllO 
John Cook 1794 J ames Whitworth 1310 
John Brownell 1795 William Coultas ISIO 
James Penman 1795 Edward Turner ISlO 
Francis Hallet 1796 i\lyles Dixon 1RIO 
William Stanniforth 1796 William Jewet 1810 
Richard Merritt 1797 Decmidd M'Dennidd 1810 
William Jenkin 1798 William Cooper 1811 
John Tozer 179S Gporge Poole ISH 
.James Richardson 1798 William Wilson ISII 
William Stnrgeon 1798 William Driver ISll 
'William Fowler 179S Thomai Morgan 1811 
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Thomas [:'lackburn 1811 Thomas Col,,,, L. L. D. 1813 
John Benm,t 1812 Jam('s Lynch 1813 
Abraham White110use 1812 Wiilia;,1 A:llt 1813 
Thomas Hurst 1812 Genr:?,,,, l'~l',kine 1813 
J olm Busby 181'2 \Yilliam Harvard 1813 
John Allen 1813 Benjamin Clough 1813 
Jonathan Raynes 1813 Barnabas Shaw 1815 
Roger Murray 1813 Samnel Broadbent 1815 
Jeremiah Boothby 1813 John Horner 1815 
Daniel Hillier 181-1 Robert Carver 1815 
Johl1 Mortier 181'1 Elijah Jackson 1815 
W'illiam Westerman 1814 John Callaway 181.'> 
William Shrpwsbury 1814 The above to Ceylon in the Ea~t 

William Beacock 1314 Indies; the last six were !appoint~ 

William Lilt 1814 ed at the Conference of 1815. 

John Shipman 1814 
John Burg'll' 1814 James II1'Mullen 1804 
William White 1814 William Griffith 1808 
Joseph Ward 1815 James Gill 1811 
Roger Moore 1815 Benjamin Wood 1814 
Michael Head 1815 The above have been sent to Gibraltar. 

John Lewes 1815 
All the above have been sent to the George Warren 1811 

West Indies. John Davies 1814 

John M'Geary 1785 
The above to !:Sierra Leone. 

George Smith 1794 John Stephenson 1799 
William Thoresby 1796 Joshua Marsden 1808 
William Bulpitt 1799 James Dunbar 1812 
John Remmington 1804 William Wilson 1814 
William Ellis l808 Moses Rayner 1815 
Samuel M'Dowall 1808 All the above to Bermuda. 
William Ward 1810 
Richard Taylor 1812 Samuel Eeigh 1814 
Sampson Busby 1813 

The above to New South Wales. 
John Peckavant 1814 
John Lewes 1814 
Thomas Hickson 1814 William Bulpitt 1811 

James Hickson 1814 John Hick 1814 

All the above have been ",ent to The abo"e to Prince Edward', I.land. 
Newfoundland. 
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MORAVIAN MISSIONS. 

iii 

All nations they ,ball teach; for, from tbat day, 
!\ot only to the suns of Abraham's luins 
Salvation shall be preach'd; bl!t to the sons 
Of Abraham's faith, where"f"r, through the ",'ocltl:' 
ti~. in his- seed, allnation~ shall be blest. 

PARADISE LOST. 

The Moravians', or United Brethren's Society, for the spread of 
the Gospel, was begun as early as the year 1732. They have, 
in a iilent and unostentatious manner, advanced the Redeemer's 
kingdom in many parts of the Ileal hen n:orld; and, in some 
7'espects, they have taken the lead of all other Christions in thi, 
work of Christian benevulence. Seeking only the praise of God, 
they have retired from public notice, and their useful and 
arduous missions have r'esembled "a jlou·er blushing unseen 
amid the solitude of a desert:" but their memorial is in heaven, 
and their praise shalt last to many generations. The follou:ing 
is extracted from a modest little work translated from the 
German, called ".A concise historical .Account of the United 
Brethren. " 

The following i~ a list of those countries and places, in which thll 
gospel is preached by the Brethren to the Heathen of various 
nations, and where Christian Congregations, collected from them, 
have been established. An explicit account of the origin" design, 
ami regulations of the l\1issionary labours of the Brethren, may be 
found in a publicati-on printell at Barby in 17R2, and in an English 
translation, in Lundon, 1788, entitled, .An account of the Manner 
in which the united Brethren preach the Gospel, and carryon their 
Missions, among the Heathen. 

In GREENLAND. 

New Herrnhllt, Oil Ball's river, in the sixty.fourth degree of 
north latitude, where the Brethren, Oil their arrival in 173<1, 
formed t.heir first settlement. 

Lichtenfels, on the Fisher's.bay, ninety miles sooth of New 
Herrnhut, begun in 1758. 

An extensive description of these two Congregations is to be 
found in Crantz's llistory of the Mission of the United Brethren in 
Greenland, of 1765, and ill the Continuation of that work, pub­
lished ill 1770.'" 

Lichtenalt, ill a more southerly situation, not far distant from 
Staatenhook, settled in 1774. This Congregation still receives, 

.. The Continuation is not yet (ran,lated into E~lislt. 
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from time to time, some increase from the Heathen, which is, at 
present, but rarely the case in the two former Congregations, as 
Greenland, by the labours of both the Danish and the Brethren's 
Missionaries, ,may now be co.nsidered as a Christian country. 

Upon the Coast of Terra Labrador, the preaching of the gospel, 
by the Brethren, among the Esquimaux, commenced in 1771 ; 
and, at present, three smail Congregations are collected from this 
nation. The growth of these Congregations, both in number, and 
in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, has, in later times, 
become very conspicuous. The first place, ill which the Mission_ 
aries of the Brethren settled ilil. the forementioned yea I , is named 
Nain, situate in the fifty_seventh degree N. L. The second, be. 
gun in 1776, is situated on an island iu a small bay, in the fifty_ 
eighth degree, called by the Esqnimaux, Okkak, that is, Tongue, 
which name the settlement has retained. The third place, in 
the fifty-sixth degree N. L. commenced in 1782, and is named 
Ilopedale. 

Among the Indians in North America, the Brethren b~gan to 
publish the gospel of the grace of God in Christ Jesus, soon after 
their arriv.al in this country, in 1735, with such success, that, 
ever since 1742, a Congregation of Christian Indians, chiefly of 
the Mahikander tribe, was gathered in the Indian village Sheko. 
meko, on the confines ef the state of Connecticut. The memorable 
events of this Indian Congregation, which, in the sequel, was in_ 
creased by members of different Indian nation~, their ,,'anderings, 
sufferings, wonderful preservation, and growth, through the power 
of the te~timony of Jesu~, may be best learned, as far as the year 
1787, from G. II. Loskiel's History of the Mission of the United 
Brethren among the Indians in North America, printed in German 
in 1789, and 1794 ir. English. SincQ that time, this Congregatioll 
has experienced various similar vicissitudes, too circumstantial to 
be related in thi1; account. At present, a small Congregation of 
believing Indians is established at Fai1:field in Uppel'. Canada,"" 
and another at Goshen, on the river Muskingum, upon land 
granted by the Congress of the United States, in favour of the 
Indian mission in the state of Ohio, 

In the year 1801, a mission was undertaken among the Chero_ 
kees, in the state of Tennessee, on a spot called Sl'ringplace; 
and, in 1807, another was begun among the C,'eek Indians, on 
Flint-river, in the state of Georgia, where, however, the en­
deavours of the Brethren have hitherto not been attended with much 
success. t 

In the West Indies the gospel is preached by the Brethren to the 
Negro-slaves in several islands, and in some, very numerous Con­
gregations of Heathen converts have been collected . 

.. Since pillaged and burnt by the American army, in 1814. 

t This latter missiM bas since bren re]jnquish.~. 
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In Jamaica, the Mission was begun in 1751; but its progress 
bas been vp-ry variable, and the Dumber of converted Nt!lo;'oe, is 
1I0t considerable at present. The Brethren have two mi"ion. 
settlements in the island, at Carmel and the Bogue, in the parish of 
St. E!izabeth and another at 111 esopotamia, parish (\f Westmoreland. * 

A History of [he Mission in the lhree Danish TV. T. islrtnds, St. 
Thudl~ts, St. Croix, and St. Jan, compiled by 1..,'. G. A. Otden:/orp, 
was published by J. J. Bossart, at Barby, III the year 1777. 
T~le ndssion in the first of these islands is ,11(, olJpst of all thus€' 
undertaken by the UnitNI Brethrpn, the first Mi,sir)uaries IIJ\'in~ 
set out from Herrnhut for "~to T"~m([s in th .. j 0ar ) 7 Q2. There 
arn, at present, two s~ttlements in thi, islanJ, New IJerrn/lI/t 
and Nicsh'!.!, each of wioil'h has a {"hurr]' :md d"'pllings for the 
Missi01aries. In St. CJ'oix arc three settlements: FricderlSl/'al, 
Ileal' Christhmstadt, the c:tpital of ih!' island, since 17.53; li'ried_ 
el1sberg, near .Friedrich-cl(/.d, at the w~,t <'[HI of the' island, since 
1771; and Friedensfelll, in the cen:ral vart of it, begun in 18(;4. 
In St. Jan there is a settlement cailed Bethany, wher" a church 
and a mission.honse were erected in 1753, and another called 
Emm.aus, begun in 1773. 

The mission in Antigua, at present one of the most flourishing 
commenced in 1756, and the first settlement was near the town of 
,')'t. John. Another, on the opposite end of the island, is callerl 
Gracehitl, and a third, Graccbay. The nllmber of believing 
Negroes, ministered nnto by the Brethren as a Christian Congr2!fa_ 
tion, amounts in this island, as in St. Croix, to several thousands. 

The mission in St. Christopher's, (or St. Rill's) commenced in 
1777, and has been successful. A nnmerolls Con"regation of 
Negroes being served by Missionaries residing in the settlement of 
the Brethren at Basseterre. 

I n the islaud of Harbadoes a mission was established, in 1767, 
at Sharon, six miles from Bridgetown. 

In South America, in the possessions of the Dutch in Terrajirma 
or Guiana, a mission was begun by the Brethren in 1738, accounts 
of which dowll to the year 1780, arc to be found in the Narratives 
selectedfr01l! the History of the Church of the Breth/'en, printed 
at Barhy in the years 180.3-1805, Part H. Section lILt A. 
mission.settlement is formed in the capital of Surinaul, Parama. 
ribo, and another on the "lantation 8ornmclsdylc" upon the river 
Cottica, for promoting the con versiou of the Negro_slaves im. 
ported from Africa. From the latter place, tbe gospel is also 
preached in other neighbouring plantations. . 

Among the Free Negroes, near the river Surinam, Missionaries 
of the Brethren's church have resided with the lOame view, ever 

* Oflate, however, the prospect, as to the succe,. oflhe mission in this island 
has considerably brightened. ' 

.-J- :'1'01 yet lramlated into English. 
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since 1755, whose endeavours, however, have hitherto not pro. 
duced much fruit."" 

The mission among the Arcm'aks, which was the first under. 
taking of the Brethren in these parts, has under~one many reo 
markahle vicissit.udes, as may be seen in er'antz's llis/orlJ oj' the 
Brethren, and in the bl'f,1I'c.mentionHl Narrath'es. There is, at 
present, an incomiderable numher of baptized J ndians of this Da. 
tior: livin;; OIl the river Corentyne, among whom a few Brethren 
resale. 

In. AFItlC,\, among the Hottentots, near the Cape of Good 
Hope, a mission already begun as early as 1736, but afterwards 
relinquished, was renewed in 1792, with abundant sllccess, in a 
short time. Two Congregations of believin?; H01.t~lltotS have beea 
gathered by the preaching of lb" gospel, and seWed, one at Gna. 
denthal, (Gracevale), in Bavianskloof (Bubo(>lIsglen), about an 
lmll.dred and thirty miles north.east of the Capetowll, and aHothoer 
in GreenklooJ, north of the Capetown, not far from the w('stern 
coast. Among the baptized there are individuals belonging to the 
nations of the Gajfrees, Tambukkis, alld Dambarras. 

Of some other attempts of the Brethren to spread the gospel 
among the Heathen, which have either proved auortive, or pro. 
duced 110 abiding fruit, Dav. Grantz's History oJthe Brethren, and 
the two GOlltinuations of it, give a sufficient account.t 

The whole Missionary work, as carried Oil by the church of the 
United Brethren, is placed under the special inspection of a com. 
mitte£' of the Elder's conference of the Unity, called, 11/C depart. 
mentfor missions. l\Ioreover, Societies for the Furtherance anil 
Propagation of the Gospel among the Heathen, hale been formed 
in England, Holland, and North America, which chieJly conIine 
their attention to the support of some particular missions. The 
very cOIlsiderable expenditure occasioned uy this great ul1Llcrl~l.ing 
for journies and voyages, the maintcnance of Missionaries, and of 
their widows and childrell) &c. has been hitherto defrayed, under 
the evident blessing of Gou, by voiulltarily regular contribllti;:;lls of 
the members of the Brethren' 0 Congregations, by legacies and dona. 
tions from them and other well. wishers to the Brethren'S missions: 
the Missionaries themselves endeavour, whercver it is in their pow. 
er to provide for their Clwn sllstellaace, either altogether, or in 
part, by the labonr of their hands, alleviating thereby the burden 
of the above.mentioned committee, which, in the present times 
especially, is not light. 

'* The l\1issionaries have lately heen withdrawn from this place, which, 00 

account of ~ircumstances, could no longer be maintaiDe~. 

t Likewise the Introduction to the Periodical Accounts, relating to the lllis­
Bions of the church of th.e United Brethren established among- tbe Heathell. 
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A TABLE 
(FROm BROWN'S PROPAGATION OF ClIRlSTL1NITY) 

OF THE 

UNITED BRETHREN'S MISSIONS. 

Begun. Countries. Settlements. 
\1issio- Bap- COOl!ll- Yr. .. , 
naries. tized, unil'lll. 

-- ---- -- --
West IDdi~s 

1732 ;;t. Thomas New Herrnhuth l 
1009 ..J30 1812 

Niesky 127ti 75H 
1733 St. Croix Friedeusthal 5[(i I 1711 181'2 

Friedensberg >-35 2982 S97 
F'riedensfield 

I 
300 

1741 St. Jan Emmaus 1006 471 1812 
Bethany j 455 201 

1754 Jamaica Bogue 6 207 1812 
Mesopotamia 45 liDO 
Carmel 

1756 Antigua St. John's 14 liS04 257S IS09 
Gracehill 2283 964 
Gracebay 1359 643 

1765 Barbadoes Sharon 4 75 17!t4 
1774 St. Kitts Basseterre 6 1870 1797 
1773 Greenland IS 

New Herrnhuth 300 1810 
Lichtenfels 298 
Lichtenau 400 

1734 N. America 15 
Fairfield 126 36 lSI'! 
Goshen 50 lSlO 
Spring Place 
Flint River 

1735 S. America 
Sandnsky 

17 
Paramaribo 507 400 IS12 
Sommelsdyk 66 179s 
Hope 169 84 1800 
Bambey 50 20 IS04 

1765 Tartarv Sarepta 4 IS1C 
1771 Labrador Nain 26 97 2-1 1812 

Okkak 12S 28 

1792 C.ofG. Hope 
Hopedale S7 32 
Bavian's Kloof 16 876 296 IS12 
Greenkloof 125 36 



A TABLE. 

Exhibitillg at one View.the Principal Alis8iollary Societies ill Great Britain, the Date of tlleir InstitutiolZ} Places 
'where they send l1lissionaries} rn;pective Secretaries and Places of Jliecling} u1ii:.;siun 

PuMications, and in 'What NImmer thcy arc sl!PlJorted. 

i~============'=================~~·~~========~==~===--==~====~================~ 
I 

I
I I'1l~prinr:ip~l ~lissiunlJl'Y So.cielies i,j Plrl(;f.~ to w/lir'/llhfjl send J1fissi f marits, Tlleir respective ,";ecretaries, 17lC BlJoks and Periodiral fVorks In what manner tlte IlZl.jlilutions arc 

Great Enlaw, to~ct/;er lNlh tlte and ii'hen lite!) luwe.blis::.ions and on JUissiolls, puMis/ted by suPpo/'tcd, with tlte probable 
lime of thfif' institution. cillablislted. Places of .J..U,>etin~. each ~ociety. Annual Expenditure. f 

J ===1======= ===:===::==~I==========' 
[n Nf'wfollndland, in 1"o,a ' 

TIle Society for propagating Scotia, in New Brunswick, The Rrv. Doctor Monice, Humphries's IIistory oftheSo_ I)npported by Grants, Dona_: 
fleGospel in ForEign Parts, in Cape Breton, in Upper i\o. 53, Gower_street, ciety. tions, and LegaciC's. I 
institut<!d in 10-17. Canada, ill Low"r Canada, London. :\nnllal Sermon and Report. Annual Expeuditure £5,000' 

________________________ I __ i_n __ A_f_l'i_c_a. ________________________________________ -~-----77.-------~~------I------------------------11 

The Church -'lissionary 
Society, 

instituted in 1801. 

At A Ilnuul Sermon and !:teport. . 
Sierra Leone,. Bullon(' Rev. Jos~ph Pratt, B. D. \,Iissiunary Itegister. :Supported by voluntary ConJ 

Country, East Indies, New Secretary, l3uchanan's Researches. tribntions, Donation>, &c. I 
Zealand., Malta, Ceylon, SJ.lisbury_square, Fleet_street, Spirit of British Missions. Annnal Expen_{ .£1000 
and various other parts. London. Horn on Missions. diture, about f ,0 

Crantz's Mission to Gre~nland 
[n South America, Cape 0' The Rev. C. S. La Trobe, Loskiel's Historyofthe ~lissiOIJ :Supported by voluntary Con_I 

The United Brethren's Society Good Hope, West Indies, Secretary, to North America. tribution, by the Sale of !I 
for promoting the Gospel, North America, Labrador, Meets No. 10, Ncvil's_court, Letters ou l\icobar Islands. Uooks. I' 
instituted 1732. Greenland, and on the Fetter_lane, Fleet_street, History of the Mission in the Annual Expenditure .£8,0001 

Wolga. London. Danish Islands & Periodical 
Accounts. 

The Wesleyan Methodist 
Missionary Society, 

instituted in 1770. 

The Society for Missions, 
established by the Baptists, 

instituted in the year 1792. 

The London Missionary 
Society, 

instituted in the year 1795. 

In the 'V I' The Rev. James Buckley, and Coke's History of the 'VestSupported by volulltary Con_! 
. est .ndles, N?rth the Rev. Thomas Wood, Indies. tribution--Annual Sub>crip_1 

Amerrca, Gibraltar, Cey- Secretaries. Annual Report.. tions. I 
I~n, Newf~.undland, Botany ll.leets at New Chapel, City- Accounts in Methodist Maga_ Annual Expenditure for the 
Bay, and Sierra Leone. road, London. zines. year 1815,£9,1'29. 17s. '2d.; 

In all parts of the East Inliies, Doctor Ryland; Bristol, Doctor Carey's Enquiry. wpported 'JY ,oluntary l(j,,~:1 
where they have translated Rev. Mr. Hinton, Oxford, Brief Narrative of Baptist II iblltions, and by the Trans_II 
the Scriptures into se,eDteen Secretaries. Missions in India. lations in India. I 
languages. Annual Meeting at Peri~dical Acc.ounts. Anr~ual Fxpen_t '£>;3984 10'1 

East Indies, in the South Seas, 
Port Jackson, South Ameri­
ea, Cape of Good Hope~"io_ 
va Scotia, Canada, West 
Indies, New Brunswick, &c 

Northampton. Baptrst MagazlIlPs. ,itture f I 
Annuallteports and Sermom 

Secretaries: Campbell'sTravpls in S Afrka ~upport('d by .. olnntary Sub_ 
Rev. George Burder, Transactions of the Missionary scriptions and Donations. I 
Rev. William Tracey. Society-Missionary Voyage. Annual Expenditure, 

Meets No.8, Old Jewry, Bowel's inter. Particulars. about. .£16,000 
London. GregorY'sJ ournal-- Authentic 

N arrative--Evan M a,~azine. 

Tanjore, lVJadras, Trichino­
The Society for the promotion poly, Calcutta, and. Tran-

of Christian Knowledge, quebar. They have a Bishop 
The Rev. Doctor Gaskin, 

Bartlett's Buildings, 
London. 

I\.nnual Account--~ermon :lnd ------------ . 
Report--Abstract of Reports SUI~ported by D?natlOus, 
& Correspondence-Charges Gran~s, Leg~cles, &c. . 
delivered to l\'Iissiouaries. Annual Exp~ndlture .£2,00(, instituted in 1698. in the Indil!s. 

To ,face Par;e 278. 
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THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY . .. 
The (London) Missionary Socie(lj, formed in 1795 consists of 

lJhristians of several religious denominations. Th; last Repurt 
of t~e Directors gicoes the foUou:ing account of the 11iissiolluru 
StatIOns, ~c.* 

CIIINAo-~,Iro l';Iorrison and Mr. Milne. 

'I'he whole of the N ~w Testament, besides Catechisms and Tracts 
translated by Mr. Morrison into the Chinese lhngua:;e, and widel; 
dispersed among the n~tiYeso Mr. Morrison I,as also comFi!ed a 
Chine:;e Grammar and. Dictionary. 

JAV A.-M r. Supper at Batavia, and Mr. Bruckner at Samarang. 

AMEo,:iA.-l\Ir. Kam. 

CEYLON .-Messrs. Palm, Ehrhard.t, and Read. 

MAUltlTlliS, or ISLE OF FRANCE.-Mr. I.e Brun. 

INDIA. 

V izagapalam.--!\fessrso Gordon and Pritchett.-(M r. Dawson 
on hi!> voyage to assist them.)-Part of the New Testament transla_ 
ted by them into the Teting(t langnage, with the assistance of 
Anand.erayer. 

Ganjam.-Mr. Lee, who is employed in translating the Gospels 
of St. Matthew and St. Lnke, into the Canara langnage. 

111adras.-:-'lr. Loveless. 

Bellar!J.-NIr. Hands and Mr. Taylor. 

Chinsurah.-Mr. ~lay, who snperintends schools, and preaches. 

liO m'(/rlcorc.-Mr. Ringletaube. 

SURAT.-lUessrs. ~ki[]ner and Fyvie lately sailed for Surat. 

MALACC.1.-Mr. ThomsoH to l\Ialacca, 

SOUTH SEAS. 

Eimeo, ~oc.-Messrs, Dayies, Hayward, Henry, Nott, Scott, 
Tessier, Wilson, and Bicknell. 

Part of the Scriptllrps translated into their langnage, printed in 
New South Wales, and dispersed in the islands. 

Se"eral more Missionaries are going to the South Sea Islands, 
where Pomarre, King of Otaheite, and several others have, at 
length, reno:lnced Idolatry. 

N ORTli AMI:IUCA .. __ Missionaries are employed in Canada, Ne, .. 
Brunswick, and . ewfoundland . 

.. Spirit of British mislions. 



A TABLE. 
Shewing the Proportion of Jllissivllaries on each of the Stati{,ns throughout the World. 

.Mjs~iollar'y Stations The Society for The Church r'lw !\lcll'oui~1 Thj· LI)lIdl)l.l Uni~atlfratrull Rlpti.'it 
Societ,Y ('I: t:.c1inhu:-gI1 

throLl~'hout the prolJagalill!{ .i,\{i~,<:ionary Mi:-.siollar, I\1,-si olJary or nf()r~lVi;in l\J j!-.~iollary 
promotilJ~ Missionary 

"'odd. the Uo~pd. ~OCil'l) •• S(jl'i('t~y •. ~ociel'y. Mi.,,:.. Socidy ~U(·jety • 
Reli~i{)tI" Sotiet)'.· 

KI1IJ"led~l 
---------- 1-0--· ----

East indies _ - - 0 6 21 0 1·1 i IJropcans 6 0 
~n Nati\cs 

China - - - - () 0 --0---
':l 0 0 (I 0 

Ceylon - - - - U '2 5 0 0 I 0 0 

Java - - - - 0 U 0 :; 0 0 0 0 -Isle of Franc" - - 0 0 () I 0 0 0 0 

South Africa - - 1-0---
() 1 '21 

9 l\l,:dt~<; 0 0 0 
7 I 'emales 

West !Urica - -
.. 

1 9 j 0 0 0 0 2 
Malta and Gibraltar 0 1 

-----
1 0 0 0 0 0 

Greenland - . - 0 0 0 0 II Men 0 0 0 
7 Fcmalf',\ ----- , 

Labrador 0 0 0 0 
16 ;\If'1l 0 0 0 - - - J(J l"elUales 

Newfoundland, &f ----- -----
4 0 !J 1 0 0 0 0 

Prince Ed.'s Island 

Up. & LowerCanada 12 0 3 3 
t n Candrla, II: 0 0 0 
:tm~.Jndiilfl~IO 

Nova Scotia i 10 
.-. 

0 u 0 - - 18 0 0 0 

New Brunswick - 9 0 3 0 0 0 () 0 

West Indies 0 1 33 2 
8·2 1I1t"1l 2 0 1 - - 33 1-'emal(><; 

Soutli America. 0 0 
~ gl)llC tu 

2 
12 l'\lCll 0 0 0 - Deml'rdra 5 Females ------South Sea Islands - 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 

New South \Vales} 
& New Zealand 0 :3 1 0 0 0 0 0 

-----Karras in Tartary _ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 - ----- ------
Total Number _Of} 44 69 67 

.\!en . - 90 EUrlllH'<.l115 17 
6 10 Missionaries 22 \VOUlen 6~ \a~;\'l~'i - - 26 

.. 

Thus, in all tnc world, there are only hetwixt three and four hundred Chri<;tian '\Ii~sionarie". Ala.,! 'Vhat are all tIlt's!", compared to the 
Population of the Heathen 'Vorld? Admit the following- ~tUtC'1\l1'1~t, and t!I~'Y .l.ft:' a., the drop of a. bucket, or like a solitary slar in a V<l"l p~Jr­
lion of firmament, whose tn inkling lustre only makes the dark!h:~~ more ,:i~iblE'. 

Population of the GlobF'. 
J:U ROPE .•.•••...•.•.•.. 17IJ,Ono.ooo 
ASIA .•..•••.••••••...•••• 5:'0,1180,0(1) 
AFRICA .•••.••••••.•••••• 15f1,()()IJ.noo 
/\:\) Uti C:\ •••••••••• , •• . •• l.'W,OOO,OOI) 

TOTAL ••••..•••. 1000,000,000 

J1lrwal lli:'isivn of the Populatiol/: 
CllIUSl'L\N.~ •.•.••...•••• 
JI·:WS .•..•....••••••••••• 
~I ~II()~Il:IHNS ........•. 
1':\ (;,\NS ........••.•.•... 

17 5,000.000 
\l.OOO,OOO 

10').000,000 
ujli,OOO,OOO 

TOTAL ..•.....•• 1000,000,000 

Such an immense multitude of human I)("in~s fill" Ih(" mind with astnni~hmenf, nnd n I"C'U.,rtinn that a \':1~t l11:ljnrity of lhcsE" are Pagans, l\fa­
homedans, and Jews, must nnwrally f'XClfI' (,lIlolion'" of J('~rd ilnrl melallcliol.\' ; hllt faith, anIC'llt fair!:, fccurnng- tIt thn~(' primitive times, 
when only Twelve private unaidr·tJ rind o\):.eu(c indlv;dnal-.; W('re ~t'llt to ('VUIl.'.!;I·tlZI' anil (Ollw'rt (~nd's .f\inr,d Crpation, ui . ..;pcls the ditiieulty, and 
opens a bright and dh'('rifl~- prf»(1cct 10 the h(,)j,·vin:.r mind, the ('ro'-s will pn'\'ail ; omnipotC'llt L(lvP will gi\t, ~lIcces'j antl en{,T~y to eyer) effort 
that humble zeal ~hall make towards the f~Ol1v(-'r·i()u of fI world; and Ihou~h the fhin:,~ seem impf)~~ibk iJnd I'cmd{, yd ever:" ohstaclC' ~ball be re ... 
moved in its plopcr time aud order, when JI~ho\'ah !--Iwll ari ... l' to pll'ad hb 0\1'11 eHlIS(", tht' "'odd i., ghl'll into tlw hal1ti~ of the RrJt:'elllel', and 
his Ministers are commanded to preach the G(lsl'd to ever,Y creature; the t'lJds of tliP Earfh, as" I'll aq (he hlands of the Sea. shall see hisSa\va­
tion; f()r only admit the iNterference of JclU)\';I!J. ;llHJ hindmncc.':l al(' no Illore. \Yho art thOll, 0 ~T('at r.lnll.,taill~ b('fore Zerrubahrl! Thou 

. sbalt become a plain. The word has gOlIP oul of hi; lips, thaI he will give Ids bOn the B"alliClJ Ii,,· hi, inheritance, anu the ends of (he Earth for 
his possession, and i( sball not return void. .Jmen and Amen, 

Tofac!: Page'l79 
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\\'E'T IND!!:', &c. ___ i\Ir. 'Vray labours in l3erbicp. Mr. Davies 
and Mr. Elliott in Dcmarara, antI Mr. Adam ill Triniuad. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

In thc NamflqUft cormlry, Messrs. Alb.echt, Ebnc·r. and 
Scf,nwle'l._ •• Uethesdtt, ~.;",srs. Helm and Sa,s.-•• GrirJ1'{! Tu,,'/!, 
l\les=rs. A ntierson and .) anz .• _.J]cthclsdorp, l\Ies,.rs. /{eud; 1\]",. 
s('r, nnu Horner .. _.1'heopo!is, IViessrs. Ulibricht and llarllett .•. -
Tolbach, lIlr. K ramf>r. __ .Slcllen[·osch, iiI. [laI-ker .... 1 Joo,;e 
](ralt, T··fr. Pacalt. ••• Z"lll'brak, M,·ssrs. Seidenfadcn and "'im_ 
J,wr .. -.Rodcai/rI, Bu,hman's CUdi1i,y, ]\fr. Srnit.--_Cape Towll, 
II.! r. Th'JIll. Six native preachers were lately ordained in South 
Africa. 

Four :\lissionarios and their wives are on their passage to Lata. 
koo, a station fixed upon by Mr. Campbell, who has by his travels 
in Africa rendered essential service to the cause of the Society. 

Nearly twenty are in a course of preparation for the work of 
,,1 issionaries at the Society's Seminary in Gosport. 

The eXJlenditure of the Society in snpport of the missions last 
year, was abont.£16,0000. 

It may be proper to notice the procl'edings of a committee in 
union with this society, for the commendable purpose of communi. 
catin~ Christian knowledge to the Lascars and Chinese, who in 
large numbers visit this country, as navigators of vessels from 
the East. 

By the assistance of some of these foreigners, Mr. Thompson, 
J\Ir. Butman, Mr. Heldrl'd, and others, have attained some know. 
ledge of the languages of India and China, so as to be useful not 
only to foreigners, but to some of the Missionaries, by initiatin/!: 
them in the Hindoostanee and Malay tongues. Many of the Las_ 
cars have been induced to attend at different places of worship in 
London, and at the society's house, where the Scriptures have 
been read to them in their own languages. IJortuguese and Ma. 
homl'tans have also attended, to read the Scriptures for themselves, 
and to hear Golam Alley (a Lascar) read and explain the word of 
life. Another person, named Abdallah, (formerly in the senice 
of Sir George Ou,ely, in Persia,) has been usefnl in teaching the 
Hindoostanee, Persic, and Arabic languages, and in I'eading the 
Scriptures in those tongues to his countrymen. Golam Alley ami 
Abdallah have renounced Caste. 

The (London) Missionary Society directed its attt:ution a few 
years back to the Jews, and has recently expressed an inteption of 
instituting a mission among the Affghans in Cabul, supposed to be 
descendants of the teu tribes of Israel. 

For a more detailed account of the l~bours, prospects, and use. 
flllness. of this society, see the society's Reports, Evangelical 
MagazlDe, Missionary Register, Sermons before the Society, amt 
Brown's Propagation of Christianity. 
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THE EDINBURGH MIS5IC·NARY SOCIETY. 
~ 

THE Edinburgh II;1issiouary Society, was 'armed in 1796. One 
of the Missionaries among the Susoos \,a~ murdered by IDPI1 of the 
Foulah nation. Another has transl,,~ed s('wra\ ,!:,'erul hooks into 
the ~usoo language. The most snccessful effort of the socidy has 
been made at Karass, a Tartar village in Georgia, at the foot of 
Mount Caucasus; where they have rp(kemed chiluren who where 
the slaves of the Tartars, and taught them thP. English and Tartar 
tongues. Tracts have been written by one of the lilissionaries· 
and the New Testament has been tm;lslated into Tartar, which 
the Bible Society will print. 

The Emperor of Russia has generously declared his intention to 
protect the Missionaries flOm being molested'- as they have some_ 
times been by hostiLe tribes. Tlw !.Jissionaries hal'e distributed 
copies of the New Testament, and tracts, among the Mahollletans 
at Astrachan.* 

THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 

TIlE society for missions, established by the Baptists, has given 
the following account of its origin. A t au association of ministers, 
in 1784, it was resolved to set apart an hour on the first Monday 
evening of every month, for prayer, for the revival of religion aud 
the enlargement of our Saviour'S kingJom. Mr. Carey preached 
on Isaiah liv. 2, 3. and gave what he thought the spirit of the pas. 
sage, in two exhortations, ,. expect great things: attempt great 
things." This discourse induced the ministers to propose a piau 
for converting the Heathen. In October, 1792, the associated 
ministers contributed .£13.25. 6d. and afterwards mentioned to 
their 'active friends in the ministry, and to Christians in general, 
their intentions, in consequence of which .£ 1000 was collec.ted for 
the purpose of sending out Missionaries. 

This like the other British societies, strictly enjoins its Mission 7 
aries not- to interfere with political concerns, but to respect the 
c.ivil magistrate, and to])e obedient to the laws; and also never to 
insult or interrupt the disgnsting ceremonies of the Heathen, but 
to attempt their cOIll(ersion hy miltl and gentle reasoning, and by 
constant and earnest prayer in their behalf. 

'* Missi,onary Register. 
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The society has not only had the happiness of employing able 
European Missionaries, but some of the native converts have been 
very useful as preachers in different parts of the country; and of 
the sons of Missionaries several are now Missionaries, and others 
have received from the Governor General of India a testimony oJ 
his approbation for their progress in the Chinese language. 

Schools have been established which contain more than a tbou. 
sand children. They have at prp-sen.t fonrteen European, an(1 
twenty_eight Native Missionaries, and twenty-one Missionary 
Stations, amongst which are Calcutta, Serampore, Agra, Patna, 
Balasore near Juggernaut's temple, Rangoon, Ava, Java, Cut_ 
wa, Ceylon, &c. 

The society has also sent a Missionary to Jamaica, among th,~ 
Negroes. Many Bramins, and others of high cast, in India, 
have been baptized. They have had :more than 500 converts 
altogether. 

Their most distinguished Missionaries are Dr. Carey, author of 
a Bengalee dictionary, and grammars in several tongues; he 18 
Profes30r of Sungskrit and Mahratta, in the College of Fort Wil_ 
liam: Dr. Marshman, the translator of Confucius, and author of 
other works connected with Chinese literature, who keeps an aca_ 
demy: and Mr. Ward, author of an Acco.unt of the Writings ami 
Customs of the Hi-ndoos, ,~ho directs the pre.s at Seramp0Te. 
Each of these Missionaries gains more than £1000 per annum, 
which is devoted, according to an origiual agreement, to the funds 
ef the Mission. 

The principal efforts of the;e Missionaries, assisted by learned 
natives, have been directed to transla,ting the Scriptures into the 
Oriental tongues, copies of which have been distrihuted among the 
llatives, and some even among the ministers and attendants in the 
temple of Juggernaut. They have engaged in translations into 
Bengalee, Sungskrit, Orissa, l\Iahratta, Burman, and varion!. 
other languages, The British and Foreigu Bible Society has 
liberally contributed to thei,' undertaking; and their presses at 
Serampore, are now employed in printing the ~criptures for that 
society, in seven languages. 

Their great undertaking snffered some interruption in the year 
1812, the printing office at Serampore having been consumed by 
fire, together with all the types, paper, and many valuable MSS. 
The loss amounted to nearly £10,000, but new sets of types were 
cast from the melted metal recovered from the ruins, and the print_ 
ing of the Scriptures again resumed. 'Vhen the loss by fire was 
known in England, it was in a few months repaired by ChristiaI\ 
generosity.* 

.. Periodkal Accounts of the SOciety. 
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Stations of the Baptist Missions in India. 

\ Milps \ 
Bearin~ When \ MISSION-

STATIONS. from from 
Calcutta Calcutta. 

formed. ARIES. 
Europ. Nat" 

1. ~Hanlpore an1 ~ I I Calcutta" 14 N. 1799 5 7 

2. Dinagepore aud ~ 
1'adamahl" I 240 I N. 1804 1 

;j. \.:,ut\va* a ......... I 75 I ~. 1807 1 5 
4. Kang-ool! ...... 1 mo I l'I: 1:' .. 1807 
5. Jessore ••••.••. 1 77 I Eo l'I. E. Itl07 
0. Goamalty'" . ... I 200 I N. 1~O8 

7. Vig'ah .•••.• o. I ;j~O 1 N. w. 180l} 2 1 
8. Balas ore ...... I 120 I ~. W. 1810 :3 
\1. AgTa"* ........ I tlllO I N. W. 1811 "2 

10. Nag-pore" ...•.. I tH5 I W. lSI:! .1 

11. Columbo" •••••• I 1220 I ~.~. W. 1812 

12. Patna'" ••.•... I 320 I N. W. Itll2 

13. Bombay & Surat I lOW I W. 1812 1 

14. Chittagong .... I 230 I E. 1812--- 1 

15. Sirdhana'" •••••• I 920 1 .N. W . 1813 1 

10. Java"' ..••••...• 1 -2350 I S. S. E. l8la 1 

17. Pandua" ..•.••.• I 310 I N.E. una 
18. Ava .......... I 500 I K Un;j 1-

HI. AlIlhoyna" ..... I ;;:.30 I ~. L I 1814 1-

20. Allahabarl ..•..• I 490 I W.N. ",'1 1814 - I 

Versions of the Scripture translating or pn'nting by the Baptisl 
Missionaries at Serampore. 

1 Sungskrit 
2 Hindee 
3 Brij.Bhassa 
4 Mah.ratta 
5 Bengalee 
6 Orissa 
7 Telinga 
8 Kumata 
9 Maldivian 

10 Gujurattee 
11 Bulochee 

12 Pushtoo 23 Birkaneera 
13 Punjabee 24 Oo(\aypoora 
14 Kashmeer 25 Manva 
15 Assam ~6 Jypoora 
16 Burman 27 Kunkuna 
17 Pali 28 Tarnul 
18 Chinese 29 Cingalese 
19 Kassai 30 A rrnenian 
20 Sindh 31 Malay 
21 Wuch 32 Himloostan-ee 
22 N apala 33 Persian 

Schools are connected with the Stations which are marked with an Asteri.k. 
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.A. List of T1'anslalions of tlle IIo(!J Scriptures into the Languap:cs of Pagan and Ma­
homedan Nations, abridged from Brown's Hist, of the Propagation ot Christianity. 

Translations 
into the 

Afgha~ 
Amf'rican 

Indian 
Arabic 

Arawack 

Assam 

llengalee 

Bilochee 

Brazilian 

Bugis 

Burman 

Calmuck 

Cashmire 

Chiuese 

Cingalese 
Creole 

Esquimaux 

The New Testament in the Afghan language, by the Baptist l\Iissionaries Srrampore 

The Mohegan Mohawk and De!aware, by Elliot, Sergeant, Fl'ccnnn, Nortou, and others 
Is the language spoken in Arabia? Several translations exist in this lall;(uagc 

Spoken by the Indians at Hope, on the rirer Corintyn, in S. America, Moravian Missionaries 

Spoken in the East Indies, translated by the Baptist MisSionaries, Serampore 

Spoken in Bengal, translated by Dr. William Carey, Bal'tist l\lissionary 

Spokell on the 'Western Shore of the Indlls, near Persia, translateu by !.lap. Miss. Serampore 
Spoken in Brazil, S. America, transla!eil by an English minister 

Spoken in the Malay Archipelago, Borneo, &c. trans!2!ed hy the Baptist l'Ilissionaries 

Spoken in the Burman empire, translated by the Baptist Missionaries, Serampore 
Spoken in Tartary, translated by one of the Moravian Missionaries 

Spoken near Persia, translated by the Baptist Missionaries, Serampore 

Spoken in China, translate(l by Marshman, Morrison, Lassar, and Romish Missionaries 
Spoken in the island of Ceylon, translated by a Dutch minister and a native clergyman 

Spoken formerly in some of the 'Vest India islands, translated by the Danes 

Spoken in Labrador, N. America, translated by Moravian Missionaries 
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]!'ormosan 

Greenland 

Guzerattee 

Hiudostauee 

Kumata 

Lapponese 

Mahratta 

Malay 

Maldivian 

Mexican 

Mextecan 

Nepalese 

Orissa 

Persic 

Portuguese 

Saramica 
Shikh 

Sungskrit 

'famul 

Telinga 

Turkifh 

Spoken at Formosa, an island in the Chinese Sea, translated by Daniel Grav·jus 

Spoken near the Pole, translated by Paul Egade and Fabricius, Danish i\Jis,ionaries 

Spoken on the Arabian Gulf, translated by the Daptist ;\Ii,sionaries, Serampore 

Spoken through all the East Indies, translated by Dr. Carey, Sl'rampore 

Spol,en at Belhary, in the East indies, translated by the Baptist Missionaries 

Spoken in Lapland, near the North Cape, translated by Olaus Stephan 

Spoken in Hindostan, translated by the Baptist Missionaries, Serampore 

Spoken in Sumatra, translated by Thomas J arret, Esq. 

Spoken ill the Maldive Islands, translate(1 by the Baptist Missionaries, Serampore 

Spoken in l\lexico, Spanish America, translated by one of the Order of St. Mary's 

Spoken in New Spain, translate(l by Benedict Ferdinand and Arnold Bosario 

Spoken ill India, translated by the Baptist Missionaries, Serampore 

Spoken in Imlia, translated by ditto 

Spoken in Persia, translated by Sabat and the Itev. Henry Martyn 

Spoken at Goa, Ceylon, Tranquebar, &c. tramlated by Danish Missionaries 

Spoken by the free Nf'groes at Bambey, in S. A merica, translated by the i\loravian l't1issionaries 

Spoken in the East lndic·s, translated by the Baptist l\lissionaries, Serampore 

The sacred and yenerable langnage of the Bramins, translated by Dr. Carey 

Spoken on the coast of Malabar, Coromandel, and Ceylon, tr~nslatcd by Danish Missionari~s 

Spoken in India, translatell by the Baptist Missionaries and others 

Spoken in Turkpy, translated by ~Ir. Henry Brunton and othen 

.. .., 
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THE CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

THIS society instituted in 180 I, forms a grand pillar in the Mis. 
sionary temple: they have already begun to act UpOIl a large scale, 
and with the united energies of such a learned and opulent body 
called into action wh:tt may they 1I0t effed for the sah"ation of the 
Heathen. The nature of this institution may be coll(>cted from the 
following account, elLtracted from" An Appeal to Churchmen," 
in the Missionary Register. 

l\lany members of the Established Cimrch, participating in the 
increased conccl'll for the salvation of the Heathen, and aware that 
the I"estricte,l objects of two \~enerahle societies" l~ft open to 
tae exertions of thp chllrch immense portions of the Heathen world, 
and judging it probable that a s.)ciety with the exclusive object of 
e,ang(>lizing the Heathen ,,"ould med 'lith the hearty support of the 
pious members of their own body, formed themselves, in the year 
1801, inlo snch a society: aud the continent of Africa, and almost 
the 'Whole of the East, being still open to the Missionary labours of 
the established Church, the society assnmes its uame of CHURCH 

MISSIO:<IAI'Y SOCIETY FOIt AFItIC~"- A:<D TilE EAST, from this ex. 
tensive fipld; not however considerin)!; their name as binding them 
to exclude their attempts from any other unoccupied place which 
may present a prospect of sllccess to their labours. 

The continent of Africa is supposed to contain 100 miJlions, 
perhaps 200 millions of inhabitants. Asia is computed at 500 or 
600 millions. All these, with a few exceptions, are either Hea. 
thens. who know not God, or hlind followers of the false prophet 
Mahomet. J t is also matter of extreme n>gret, that the intercourse 
between them ~and nations called Christian has tend"d to confirm 
their l)f('jlldices against Christianity; the professors of which they 
have too often found to be distinguished by (heir rapacity, violence, 
and cruelty. 

In the snpport of this great cause you are now invited, Chcist. 
ians, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to unite with those who 
are endea,ouring to remove the reproa.ch of negligence from your 
country. The honour of your Divine l\laster demands it at your 
hands. To you the bread of life has been liberally dealt: learn to 
impart a portion of that bread to you r perishing neighbour. 

Ou all the members of the EstalJlished Church, the committee 
would press the consideration that this is the only society in that 
church, ~hi[h has for its exclusive obJect the evangelizing of the 
Heathen ,,"odd. 

There existed before the formation of this society, no association 
of members of the Establishetl Church, with this exclusive object. 
As a Church-the pillar and ground of the Protestant faith-we 
llave been too justly reproached with want of zeal for the diffusion 

* Propagation and Christian Knowledge Societie3. 
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of Christianity. The Church of Rome, with whatever mixture of 
secular motives, has done more to make known the name of Chris~ 
among the Heathen than all the professors of the reformed faith: 
and of all the nations professing that faith, Great Britain lIas la_ 
boured far less iu this great cause, in proportion to her means and 
opportunities, than any other stale. While, therefore, other bo­
dies of Christians among us are strenuously exerting themselves to 
remove this reproach from our land, let the United Church of Eng_ 
land and Ireland assume that share ill these exertions which becomes 
her! It was with the view of associating her members in tllis holy 
work, that the present institution was formed. 

This benevolent body has turned its attention towards the long 
oppressed inhabitants of IYest Aji'ica, and bJ its exertion,' a wide 
(lOOl' has been openedfor the circulation of the Gospel among the 
poor benighted Blacks, The following table ,oill shew the pl'esent 
state of the missions. 

WHEN MISSIONARIES AND J,AY Quarters. 
PLACES. 

SCHOOL~IASTEr.S, 
of the 

BEGUN Globe. 

1815 MalIa I William .Jowett EnroVe 

1815 I Madras I .i. C. ~d1Uarre, I Asia C. T E. Rhenius 

I Agra 
\ 

William Greenwood, I 
1~13 C. F. G. ~chroeter, Do. 

I And three native Preachers 

1814 I [Huttra I Tald) i\lesseeh Khan 
[ Do. Native 

1814 I C"e! I Bllrll,'kut Ullah, a Native I Do. 
1814 I Bareiliv I 1\'Iolwee YI"n_oor, a. Nali,ve I Do. 
HH4 I B"n<iila. I A"'"""uil i\'1(·"e~h. a l\.live I Do. 
1~~5 I benares I \l'il!ialll /)(Jwl~y I Do. 

I NewZealand I '1 bomas Kendal, 

I 
Austral 1815 William Ilall, Asia 

.John King-

I Si erra Leone I L. Butsche .. , I Africa .T. H. ~(I!ulzp. 

I Bashia I ..:\1. H..euner, I Do. J. Harrison. 

I Canofl'ee I 
l'. Wellzel. I Do. J. G. Wilhelm 

I Y ongroo Po- I ti. 1:(. Nylallder, 

I Do • mol! . J. C. Sperrahacken 
I (,amb:er Jonathan Solomon Klein I Do. 

1815 I \'Ol'ee Hoberl Ii u:ahes I Do. 
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THE ROYAL DANISH l\IISSION COLLEGE. 

-
Tms institution, founded in 1706, by Frederic the Fourth uf 

D~nmark, cbims precedence among the CO[llinelltal l'ru,eslant 
Societies. The eITorts of the College hu\-e bel'lI chid!y directed to 
lndia. It supported a mission also in GreenlanJ, "ill'l'e, a11l0n" 
others, the learned and worthy Hans EgHle laboured; but it has 
conferrE"d most important benefIts on the Peninsula. The seat of 
its missions there has been Trallquebar, where a sllccession of 
excellent men have trod in the steps of the eminent Zil'genbalgius, 
who founded ,!,c mission. The scriptures have been translated, 
schools have h'dl establistlerl, churches built, and various books 
and tracts printed. The Rev. ])r. J Ohll, at pn·sent senior 
of this mission, has lately iuvited I'eryearneotly the co-operation 
of the ditferent Euror~an societies, in the great work opening 
before the mission. 

THE MISSIONARY SEMINARY AT BERLIN. 

-
TUb establishment originated in the zeal of the Rev. John 

Jaenicke, of Berlin, and of Baron von Schirnding, of Dobrilugk, in 
Saxony, Ranger of the Electoral Forest. Seven youths having 
been excited, by the intelligence of the new Societie, springing up 
in Britain, to devote th~mselves to the service of Christ, in any 
Heathen nation to which it might be His will to send them, the' 
Baron placed them under a course of regular tuition. After spend~ 
ing a considerable sum in thus laying the foundation of the Berlin 
Seminary, circumstances ill his family obliged him to withdraw his 
Hlpport. \3ut the faith and courage of Mr. Jaenicke amI his friends 
did not fail. Much assistance was affordeu from East_Friesland;' 
and the object and constrtution of the seminary being made known 
in this cOUl~try, aid was granted by sel-eral societies; and the ;emi­
lIary has supplied, ill return, many worthy and laborious Missiou_ 
aries. The Chul'~h ~iissionary Societ)', in particular, commenced 
its Missionary labours entirely by the aid of this seminary; and has 
r~cei\'ed from it, at different times, twelve Lutheran c1ergymmt, 
;ix of whom are now in Africa, two have died there in the service of 
their Master, tlVO h:lI-e departed from the work, and two are pre~ 
paring in Olis country for the Indian Peninsula. The (London) 
Missionary Society h'1s also obtain~d many pious mell from thi-I 
lllstitutioa. 
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ENGLISH SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF 
THE GOSPEL IN FOREIGN PARTS. 

The unexpected success which a,ttended the efforts of the I nde. 
pendents and Puritans to convert the North_American Indians, 
gave birth to this society in 1647; "which," says Mosheim, " in 
proportion to the increase of its number, influence, revenues, and 
prerogatives, has still renewed and augmented its efforts." Before 
the troubles broke out which ended in the independence of the 
V nited States, the Society employed nearly 100 missionaries, beside 
catechists and schoolmastel's, and expended from 4000 to 50001. 
per anuum. Since that period its exertions have been much cur_ 
tailed, and are now chiefly coufined to Newfoundlaud, Nova. 
Scotia, New Br nnswick, and Canada. A wide field is, however, 
still open to the enterprize of the :-iociety in the West IndiEs. It 
employs, at present, between 40 aud 50 missionaries, and about 
the same number of catechists and schoolmasters, in whose support 
it expends about :mOOI. per anuum. 

THE SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE 

Was formed in 1698, for the advancement, generally, of true reli. 
gion in the world. The Chil 'Var having suspended the execution 
of the plans of the "Society for propagating the Gospel," the 
members of this new institntion united with those of the old in pro_ 
curing the Charter, in 1701, by which they were all incorporated 
as the "Society for propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts :" 
the original members of the new institu tion still continuing, as a 
separate and not incorporated Society, to prosecute their benevo. 
lent designs at home; and the incorporated Society confining its 
operations principally to the British PlaRtations in A merica, the 
propeedings of the" Society for promoting Christian Knowledge" 
have grauually been extl;mdell to other qU\lrters, chiefly to the East 
Indies. It has contributed to the translation and circulation of 
the Scripturps, &c. in several tongues. lts missionaries are all 
ordained ministers of the Lutheran Chnrch; and its nnmbers, 
among thost' which it has employed, the" apostolical Swartz and 
Gericke," by whose labours, and those of their brethren, many 
tbousand natives have been bron;:\ht to the profession of the Faith. 

The Society has, at present, in India, the following Missionaries, 
who are Lutheran Clergymen; viz.~ 

Rev. Christian Pohle, at Trichin:1.pally-Rev. John Casper 
Kolhoff, at Tanjore-Rev. Charles William Prezold, at Madras­
Rev. Immanuel Gottfried Holzberg, at Cuddalorc. 

Besides these labourers, the following Natives, ordained by the 
Missionaries accordinl!; to the Lutheran Ritual, are under the 
Society's protection; viz.-Sattianaden-Nanaperagason-Adey­
kalam-W edanayagam-Abraham. 

The Society expends, at present, about 11001. or 12001. pel' 
IlnnuID, in the support of these missions. 
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