
;5~ef )'0 Hl~\C A- £4-,eo I 

'I 

TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

Refel'ence Departm ent . 

THI S BOOK MUST NOT B[ TAK[N OUT OF THE ROOM . 











AN AUTHENT1C 

N A R'R A T I V E 

OF A 

v o Y"A G E 
PERFORMED BY 

Captain COO K and Captain CLERKE, 

IN HIS MAJESTY'S SHIPS 

RESOLUTION AND DISCOVERY • 
. 

During the Years 1776, '777, 1778, 1779, and 178 •• 





AN AUTHENTIC 

N A R RAT I V E 
o F A 

o y A G E 
PERFORMED BY 

Captain COOK and Captain CLERKE, 

IN HIS MAJESTY'S SHIPS 

RES 0 LU T ION AND DIS CO V E R Y 

During the Years 1776, 1777, 1778,1779, and 1780; 

IN SEARCH OF A 

NORTH-WEST PASSAGE 
Between the Continents of ASlA and AMERICA. 

INCLUDING 

Ii faithful Account of all their DISCOVERIES, and the 

unfortunate Death of Captain COO K, 

ILLUSTRATED WITH 

.A C H ART and a Variety of CUT S, 

By w. ELL I S, 
4\oSSISTA!'IT SURGEON TO EOTH VESSELi~ 

VOL. ,II. 

LON DON, 
Printed for G. ROBINSON, Pater-nofrer Row; J. SEWHh 

Cml1hill; and J. DE B RET T, Piccadilly. 
MPCCLXXXn, 





c o N T E N T S 

OF THE 

SECOND VOLUME. 

C HAP. XX. 

L EA r E the contine.nt oj Ajia,. and. d;m!l our courfr 
for that of Am~rtca-tra''Jatl:ons In Nor'ton Sound

continue te' trace the coqjl till our progrep is )lopped by thl 
jhlJalnifs of the water_arrival at Unalafchka. I 

C HAP. XXf. 
'rranfatlions and occurrences, in the harbour oj Samga-
noodha.; 31. 

C HAP. XXII. 
Some defcription oj the -iJland, and its produce-account if 

the people - flature - drefs..:..... houjes-furniture-jood
cookery-employment-method oj jiJhing, &c. &c. 41 

C HAP. xxm. 
'l'ranJatlions and occurrences till our firjl making J1ow-wte, 

one of the Sandwich ljles. 59 

C HAP. XXIV. 
TranJaltions and accurrenm til! our anclJoring 

Rooah Bay, in the ljland 0/ O'why'hee. 

Vo'!. II. A 

in KOloca-
69 

C HAP 



CON TEN T ~. 

C HAP . xxv. 
.1n vijited by two women of rank, anri a chief namld Pur .. 

Taah-the arrival of Terrioboo-an excurfion into the 
country-Jome account of it-the captains rueivt a prifent 
from Terriaboo-feave Karrakacooah Bay-the Refolulion 
'/prings her fore-moJl, and is obliged 1o return-audacity if 
the Indians in thieving-deatb oj Captain Cook, and pro
ceedings in confequence-procure /ome oj his remains and 
hlry them-our departurl. 86 

C HAP. XXVI. 

J/rrival at O'whaow-find no convenient watering-plact
arrive at A'tou'wi - tranfallions there - depart from 
thence, and proceed to O'ntebow-occurrences there-leave 
$andwi,'h Ijles, and )hape our courft for Kamtjchatka. 

1-!3 

C HAP. XXVII. 

Dcfcription of Sandwich ljles-jituation-produa-inhabi_ 
tants-drt[s-comparatlve view oj the dr1fes oj the 'Va

rious. nations /tm in the ,ourfo of the voyage-houftJ
furmturl. 138 

C HAP. XXVIII. 

Food-: cookery-.amufef!1tnts-manujallures_religiotu w',. 
monm-morozs-pn:JIs-weap0nJ-government 166-

C HAP. XXIX. 

Tranfolljons and o((urrenm till our arrival at thl bay 'I 
Awatj:hka, in thl prOVi1'JCI of Karntfthatlca. 181l 

C HAP. 



CON T ! N T S .. 

C HAP. XXX. 
An ifJictr font on jhort-his reception there-the Maj6r'i 

letter font to Bolfthaiareeka-the arrival of the DiJ
to'llery-ont of the governor's domiflics arrives-the con
duEl of Ifmyloff-a trade opened for furs-Captain Gort, 
Mr. King, ~c. attended by the German, fet off for 
Bolfihaia-mka-the RuiJians terribly affiiEled with the 
fiur'll]-mllt with fuwfs in hauling tIM jein!. 206 

C HAP. XXXI. 
Arrival oj the Major-who is rmived with p1'oper eire

m,ny-ana dine. with the Captain-he vijits the Dif
"aver,-Imd dines there-departs for Boljchaia-reeka
the Captain fends diJpatches by him-an erupt ian of the 
Awachinftay mountain-we promd on our VO}"g! to the 
nfJrthward. 224-

C HAP. XXXII. 

~jhort defiription oj the town of St. Petty and Paul, and a 
few articles reJPe!ling the Kamtfchadales-a revolt at 
Boifihaia-ruka-Jalary of the governor-the amount of 
thl annflal tribute of KamtJchatka-tht duty of gOfJds lit .. 

porud and imported-number of the militury ordlY. 
236 

C HAP. XXXIII. 
TranJaElions and ,C(urren&tJ from leaving Kamtfihatka 10 our 

making the t0aJ1 of Ajia. 241 

C HAP. XXXIV. 
TranJaElions and occurrences from our making the Ajiatit 

loqfi, till our arrival at the harbour of St; Petlr and 
Paul. 277 

C HAP. XXXV. 
Th, changes which took place in confequenu of Capt. Clerke's 

illath-his fur ural-the arrival of a gentleman from thI 
go'Utrnor-and of (lnt of the Emprifs's gal/iots from 
()(hotzlr-the gOfJlrmr vijits us-we depart from Komt. 
fthatka-a /hart jket(h of the Rtrffians and Kamtfcha-
_Irso 29; 

C HAP. 



CON TEN T S~ 

C HAP. XXXVI. 
We trace the coo.ft, and fall in with the Kurile ljlands-makt 

Japan, and fte two vejflls of that (ountry-dijcover Sul
phur Ijland-and bear away for the BaJhee Ijles, but 
without Jimefs-purfue our courft for China-make the 
lJlands of Lema-and anchor off Macao-but remove 
the next day Jo the Typa-Chineft traders come on board
drunkennefs of our people-arrival of two fmaJI /hips 
from Manilla-leave China. 307 

C HAP. XXXVII. 
ArrifJe at Pula Condor-tranfaEiians there-depart from 

thence-pais the Jiroits of Bonca and Sunda-ar''rive 
at Craco/aa-Prince's lJland..:-the Cape of Good Hope
Orkney Ijlands-and EnglClJZd. 337 

ERR A T A. 

Page 7, line 19,/or frreight r. firait. P. 13, I. J, for fieIh r. nelh. 
P. 36,.1. 21,for refpeCts r. r.efpeCt. p. 42, I. II, for unavoidably r. 
unavoIdable. P. 6J lafr hne, for 25 r. 52. P. 67,1. 7,for coail: r. 
cou~fe. P. 1~6, 1. 18,for of a ruff r. of ruff. P. 186, I. 13, for 
findlllg r. findmg. P. '97, lafr line, for 3 ! deg. r. 30 :l: deg. P. 203. 
1.,19' for the land r. off !hore. P. 208, 1. 7, for Kamtfchatdales r. 
Kamtfchadales. P. 216, I. 4,for frock. r. frock. P. 236, I. 6, for of 
r • . on. P. 7.go, I. 22, dele of. P. 300, lafr line hut one,for !hilling,... 
jlllllmgs. P. 30 r, 1. II, for Feodolitc11, ,. Feodofitch. P. 307, 1. 10, 
f0r Lama r. L,ma. P . .'331, 1. 18, oJ!:r money, ;"firt whi.h. 



( 1 ) 

C HAP. X1L 

leave t,'Je continent qf Alia, and diFed 
oztr cowIe for that qf Amcrica-tr,:nj-. 

'actions in 1vorton Sound-continue to 

!;-ace the coaJl till Ollr progrds is J10pped 
by the fhoalnefs of the <watc1~-ai'rival at 
UJia/a Jc Izka; 

A T ?alf paft five the next inorn~ng 
~ . (Sept. 5th), we faw land beanng 

S. E. by S. which we foon after bore a~ 

ivay for, with the wind N. by \V. At
[even, faw more la~:l, making like a 
humrriock, and bearing s~ i E. A t eight, 

our depth of witer was twenty f:1thorri; 
and [oon after we paffcd a uead whale, 

11pon which great Iiumb~rs of gulls and 
petrells were regaling. At noon. we had 

frefh breezes, and the weather became 

hazy: our foundi:1;'js were ejgheen b

thoin. At h::tlf pdt nyC, faw IDGre land 

""'\TOL. n. B bearing-
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hearing S. E. and at [even we hauled' llf 
to E. N. E. A t twelve, we increafed our' 

foundings to twenty fathom. 
The weather at four the following 

morning (Sept. 6th), was fair, our courfe' 

was N. E. by E. and the wind N. by Wr 
\Ve foon after faw land bearing from N. 

9 deg. E. to N. J 7 deg. E. The ex
trenies at ei'ght bore N. 7-i deg. W. and 
N. ;-i- E. At eleven, we were becalm-' 

ed, and at noon our latitude was 63 deg. 

57 min.(>N. when the highdl: part of the 

land, making in a peak, bore N. 12 deg-. 
w. At eight, we faw the i11and (Sledge 

Inand) we anchcred under on the cth of 
Auguft, which now bore N. 27 deg. W. 
feven or eight leagues diftant; our found
ings were thirteen fathom, and at twelve 

they decreafed to eleven and a half. 

Our com[e, at four the next morl1tng i 

was N. by \V. the wind N. E. and the 
weather fine and pleafant. At eight,. 
Sledge mand bere N. 59 deg. W. and at 

noon N. 74 deg. W. our latitude being, 

6: deg!. 
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64 deg. 15 min. N. and foundings teo 

fathom, with a muddy bottom. At four, 

our courfe was N. E. the y,'irid Y'l. when 
cl d IJl,~ b . c: "6 d \-~r A . .. J e ge 11,- ore~. ,) ego .. t nIne, 

I 

we faw a fire on the {hore, al1l1 foon after 

t\VO or three i'! .. mericans put ofF iT! their 

canoes. Clptain Cook :0.:eing this, od~er

ed the :Gtips to Lty-to, that they might 

the more eafily overtake us ; but they 

would not venture ne2cr, but ihouted and 

hollowed for fame time, and then return .. 

ed to the !hare. At half pafi nine, we made 

fail, and fl:ood to the eafhvard) aUf c1ifl:ance 

from the land being five miles. At eIe,., 

v~en, we hauled more in [}lore, and at 

twelve alit depth of water was thirteeri 

fat h 0111. 

~ept. fth. At one in the m2:-ning, 

haying but y:,:ry Eghc: vyinds, zmd the (h.ips 

drifting in fuare) ,ve droFped our an;:11or8, 

and found a tide or current fetttng to the 

"\iV. S. "V. at the rJ.te of a mile aa IHJllr. 

Sledge Ifle now bore V'/. 9 cC',,?> S. z:.:,d 

the eafiermof'c land I:' ,-: dev E. At 
_'.... 0 

E 2 five, 
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five, ~e weighed and made fail, keeping. 
a N. by E. courfe, with the wind at W. 
At eight, we had nine fathom, with a; 

muddy bottom, and faw many white por .. 
pulTes about. At eleven, we bore away 

to E. N. E. the wind being VV. S. W. 
At noon, our latitude was 64 deg. 21 

min, N. when the eaftern extreme bore 

N. 65 deg. E. A t four, the extremes of' 
the land bore N. 59 deg.E. and N. 87 deg. 
W. our diftarrce from the nearefl: about 
four miles. At five, were pailing a deep 

bay, formed by the eaftern extreme, as fet 
at noon, and another point, which at 

four, bore N. 2 deg. W. At feven, we 
were abreafi of the eaft point, at about 

two miles di!l:ance, and hauled round it, 
carrying regular foundings from fifteen; 
to thirteen fathoms. At eight, we hac} 
freih breezes, with dark, cloudy weather~. 

and foon after let go our anchors: the eaff 
point of the bay bore S. 37 deg. W. and: 

the northermofi: land in fight N. 2 deg. 

E. This part of the coaft was high, thDugn: 

4 not 
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not remarkably fo; that next the rea was 

in fome places very rocky, in others, lo~ 
and level, and well covered with verdllre, 
but there was no appearance of wood. 

We got up 6ur anchors at Jour, the 

next morning, and proceeded in a N. N. 
E. direction, and foon after faw land to 

the eaftward, appearing like two ifles. 
At fix, we faw more land to the N. by 

E. and at half paft [even {hoaled our wa

ter to feven fathom; we therefore hauled 

more in {hore, and kept a N. by W. ~ 

W. courfe. We now obfcrved plenty of 

trees of the fir kind upon thefides 3 but none 

near the fummits of the hills j in fize they 

appeared to be equal to thofe of Sand

wich Sound. At nine, the weather be

came very thick and hazy, but at half 

paft it cleared up, and vve bore a'Nay. At 

ten, captain Cook made the fignal for the 

Difcovery's large cutter, which, in com

pany with the Refolution's, was rent a

head to found, and foon after the Difco
very, as d~awing the leafl: water, was or-

, B 3 dereq 
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dered to take the lead, our founding~ 

b::ing from eight to five fathoms. We 

cont~nued ftanding on till three, when, 

having oRly four fathom ar.d a half, the 

Refolution hauled up to the S S. E. and 

fired a gun, as a fignal for the Difcovtry 

to do the fame: the boats were likewife 

ordered to return. We found the water 
I ' 

had a great degree of freihnefs in it, and 

was belldes not near fo heavy as falt wa

ter, three ounces of this being eleven 
grains lighter. At four, our foundings 

were four and five fathoms, and a re

markable fmooth, but rocky hum~oc~, 

rare N. 13 deg. V\T. four or five miles 

difiant: this hummock captain Cook call

ed Bald Head. At fix, we deepened 

our V,"Zlter to fix fathom, and fpent the, 
rem,,:nmg part of the night upon oqr, 
tacks. 

AI: four, the extremes of the eafiern 
land bore r-J. E. ~ E. and E. S. E. and 
Bald Head N. -i- E. At feven, we were 

7::ry p..ear the ihore, \'1 hich afforded but 
'. t 

little 
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little profpeCt of a harbour; the fides of 

the hills were well clothed with trees, 

which appeared to be all of one fpecies. 

At eight, we bore away, our courfe S. S. 
W. the wind N. and at nine boats from 

both :!hips were fent to explore the :!hare. 

Our obferved latitude to-day was 64 deg. 

33 min. N. when Bald Head bore N. 35 
<leg. E. and the extremes of the eafiern 

land S. 85 deg. E. and N. 46 deg. E. 
At two in the afternoon, the boats re

turned, with an account of having found 

a tolerably convenient watering pbce) and 

that a fupply of wood ~ight be procured 
without much trouble, 2.S the beach was 

in many parts covered ,yith abundance of 

drift-wood, which fuited our purpofe 

much better than any ,'Ie couM cut. The 

fuore was fa .fireight as not to afford the 

leafi fu'elter for our veiTels, but they might 

ride pretty fecurely in I1ve cr fix fa
thoms, at the diftance of four miles from 

the fuorc. They faw great IJcnty of 

'I!,'} hartle-berries and cran-berries, ;:md 

B -1- brougqt 
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brought [orne red currants on board~ 

which were given to the captain, anq 

near a boat load of grafs, for the few re

lIlaining goats. The place did not ap

pear to abound with birds, for they ob
ferved only a few woodpeckers (picus tri., 
da{l) l:u) among the trees, and [orne {b.ag~ 

upon the £hore. The natives had been 

there very lately, which was evident from 

the print of their feet in the fand, but 

they faw nothing of them. M any of 

the inland hills were a foEd mars of rock, 

without eve!) the leaf!: particle of foil 

upon them. Ca ptain Cook not altoge

ther approving of this place, the boats 

were got in, and both £hips f!:ood toward~ 
the eafiern land. At half paft feven. our 

courfe was N. VI. by \V. the- wind N. 
by E. Bald Head bearing N. 24 deg. W. 
and the extremes of the eaftern land N. 
7 deg. \V. and N. 13 deg. E. our diftance 
from the fouth end 01' it four or five miles , 
and difiant land feen over this, extend
in2" as far as E. S. 11., At- . ht-

D - L e:tg ,we an~ 

chored 
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f!hored for the night, about three miles 

to the fouthward of the eaftern land, in 
nine fathom of water, and found a tide 

running to the S. S. W. at the rate of a 
knot per hour. 

At half paft three the next morning 

(Sept. I I th), we got up our anchors, and 
having made fail, proceeded in a N. W'. 
by W. direCtion till half pall: fix, when 

we tacked and fiood E. N. E. At eight, 

the [outh end of the land we anchored 
under laft night (which was generally 

taken for an iiland, but which we now 

found was joined to the main by a neck 

of low land) bore N. 45~ deg. \V five 
or fix miles difl:ant. This, which made 

in a bluff cape, was called Cape Denbigh. 

At nine, the Refolution tacked, having 

got near a {hoal ; but the Difcovery ftand

.tng on, and not feeing her danger, a jack 
was hoifl:ed at the fore top-galhnt-maft 
head, and a gun fired, as a fignal, upon 

which {he likewife tacked, but not before 

ihe was ,vithin two cables length of the 

ihoa~. 
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111oa1. At twelve, both veiTe1s dropped 

their anchors, our latitude being 64 deg. 

19 min. N. \Ve were now in a large 

bay, feparated from that of yefterday by 

a ridcre of moder;lt.:lv high land, and ter-
b , ' 

.. 1::(' d 1"" , 
mmc~tE!:;-, as ol.erve, LllIGre, In a roc,<y 

bluff (Cape n~nbl;h), which bore N. 52 
deg. \'1. three mi:.::s di!::~lm; the other, 

or e,1fiern point of t:ie bay, was formed 

by a hummock (1.~:Llch we afterwards 

found was detached L)lr. the main" bear-. J 

ing S. 5 I dcg. E. The hed at the bot-

~om of the by WJ.S in fome parts com

pofed of very low land, in others it was 

of a confider able ekvation; the who~e 
had aifumed a brown hue, occafioned by 
the plants, &c. \yhich, at this fea[on of 
the year, y;erc decaying very fail::. At 
two in. the afternoon, 1::;ats well manned 

were fent on fhore, for the purpo[e of 
cutting wood, of \yhich we faw 'gre~t 

plenty upon the beach. The fides of 

the hills, which \vere of a very gradual 
a[cent, were well clothed \yith birch and 

WillOViS, 
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.willows, but they were [mall in hze; a-. 

lTIong thefe were great numbers of red 

and black currant trees, with plenty of 

fruit. The higher parts and fummits of 

the h~lls were a1moil: entirely covered 

with crow and whortle-berries, which af

forded a moil: pleafing and falutary re

pail: to everyone on board. Upon dif

ferept p:li:'~s of the beach, under the hills, 

were feveral hut2, but in a very ruinous 

condition; from their appearance, we 

fuppofed them to be erected merely for 

the temporary employment of hihing : 

they were built of drift-wood; the roofs, 

which were almoil: fl~t, with a hole in 

~he middle for the evacuation of [moke, 

were fu~ported by four fiout pofis; the 

hearthslvere placed immediately undc:r 

this hole j on each fide, and' at the far

ther end, were benches, el-::yated from the 

bottom about five or fix inches, alJ.d coyer

ed with dry 9"rafs, upon which the .n~,tiyes 
. 0 ~ 

fit and fleep. In and ncar the hl~ts ,,'ere 

fpttere~ fifh ar,J.d other bones, ~rparcnt~y 
.', thofc 
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thole of birds; III one was found a pair 

of fnow ihoes, and in another feveral 

pieces of deers horn. The entrances to 

them all were fheltcred from the S. E, 

winds, and, upon that part of the :£hore 

which was expofed to it, there were nq 

huts, which renders it probable that thofe 

winds prevail and blow violently during 

fome felfons of the year. The boats 

were foon loaded, but we found great 

difficulty in getting them off, on account 

of the little depth of water, whic4 oblig

ed us to heave a good deal of our cargoes 

overboard. The head of the bay is en

tirely furrounded by a flat which runs 

fame difiance from the iIlore, and even at 

three and four miles diihnce there is only 

four and four fathoms and a half. It Vla& 

near nine before the boats got on board~ 

and, during their abfence, many of the 

inhabitants had been alongfide, of whOlll 

were purchafed dried fifh, berries of feve

rd kinds, bows and arrows, and other 

articles in the curiofity way. They ap-; 

peareq 
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peared very plump and full of freCh, hlct 

ornaments in a hole on each fide their 

under-lip, and had thofe bladder-like 

jackets over their other apparel which 

tonfifl:ed principally of the Hc,ins of mar

tins and the fpotted field-mice; their hair 

was iliort and black, and their canoes 

\vere lil:e thofe of the natives of U!l~

Iafchka. The boats being cleared and 

hoified in, we v~!e:ghed and made fail, 

fleering for the {hore we left yefterday~ 

'which captain Cook thought more con

venient in many refpeCcs than this, pai'-' 

ticularly in the article of watering, as we 

here only found one fman {pring, and 

that was fituated near the top of a hill. 

Our courfe th~ IlCxt morning (Sept. 

I :th) at four, was VI. -~,- N. the wind No 
hy E.; Cape Denbigh then bore E. + S. 

four leagues difiant, and the fmall iile cr 

hummock which formed the eafiern point 

of the bay, and which vvas called Beibo

rough Hle, S. E. by E. -~- E. Our vveather 

was now fine and pl·::-:}[ant, with [caree a 
cloud 
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'cloud to be feen. At eight, we were rurt..:: 

ning along-l11.ore, at abolit two miles di

fbnce, having from feven to five fathoms. 

At eleven, the Difcovery came-to in four 

fathom and a half, "with a fand y bottom, 
and two miles from the fuore. The R e

folution ftood off and on till three in the 

afternoon, and then dropped her anchor 

likcwife, when Cape Denbigh bore N. 80 
deg. E. Bald Head N. 32 deg. E. Belbo

rough Hle S. 80 deg. E. and the two 

points of the road N. 16 deg. E. and S. 

If deg. E. off-illOre a mile and a half. 

All our boats were now got out, and the 

carpenters, coopers, and ernpty caiks fent 

on illOre, and every body was foon im

merfed in buflnefs. 

September 13th. All hands employed 
as yefterday. V{ e found this l")~\rt of the 

world very pleafant; tbe "whole face of 

the country, notwithHandinb i!:s barren 

afpect at a diftance, is covered ,',lith grafs, 

and interfperfed with groves of trees, 

chiefly thofe of the pine and birch; of 

the 



the former we obferved only one fpecielO, 

6f the latter four. The low lands were 

covered with various kinds of berries, 

particularly crow and whortle-berries; 

and among the ibru bs we found the 

marfh cifius (ledum palzvlre, Lin.) which, 

upon trial, proved a very excellent fub

fiitute for te:l, and was valued according

ly. The hills were of an eafy afcent, 

and from the tops of them was a fine 

profpe{t inland, vvhere the fpcEtator might 

behoid woods and lawns finely contraff .. 

ed, with rivulets windirig through them 

in various parts, render!ng the [cene de

lightful. Among the hnd birds, which 

were neither various no!:" numerous, \V~ 

faw the chatterer, the three-teed ,y,)od

peeker, the leITer l;:d.-pol1, tlle ycl1 J ",y

crowned finch, a {pccics of t:u:lou[e, the 

large American buH-finch, and a fpecies 

of crane. The Lett:r generally were [een " 

in flocks, flew high, and were {0 very 

fuy as to elude our' utmoj}· vigilance. 

The '\-vater fowl w"ere Fuffins, {bl;:;, ::md 

a large 
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b. large fpecies of gull, totally whitet' 

1ivhich may pofIibly be the larus eburneuJ 

mentioned in Phipps's voyage. 

There were feverai huts upon the 
beach, in every i'efpefr the fame as at the 
other place. In the forenoon, our people 

on ihore were vif! ted by an old womari 

and a man, who appeared to be her fon j 

they broughtmaliy fine trollt with them1 
which were very gladly purchafed. The 
man was a mofi miferab~e fpectacle, and 

apparently eaten up with difemfe. 

The 14th was fpent in the fame man,; 

ner as' yefierday, till noon, when the Re',.; 
folution _,hoified a figual for everyone to 

return on board. This patt having beed 
laid down in [orne charts (particularly in 
that very accurate little map prefixed to" 

the Ruffian Difcoveries in the Northern: 
Archipelago) as an ifiand, kilown by the 

name of ~he great Wand AIatfchka, cap.! 
tain Cook was determined to put it be''';
yond a doubt either the one way or the 

other, and for that purpofe difpitched the 

g.reat 
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gteat cutters of both ["lips, vvell manned~ 
hrmed, and viCcualled, and under the com

mand of lieutenant Kin!Y, with orders to 
, 0 

explore the far~heit part of the bay, or 
~ d '" 1'" ~oun , "\ve vvere In ODUlt S tn Ir:L~?,nt~ 

which was the only pL-:.ce where he had 

any doubt remairiing. At five, both ,'e[

{eIs weighed, and proceeded towards the 

other bay, where captain CooI-: propofed 

waiting till the arrini cf the boats. At 

half paft eight, YlC ::mcQ0red for the 

night, about five or fix c::les from the 

ihore. 
vVe had nne, elea!", plea[1n.t weather 

th '~l (C . t t ' , \ '1 d at 1 I C e neXL (ay Gep. 15 11), at < 1au 

pait four got up our anchors, and pur

rued arl E. bv N. and E, 1";, E. cC'..1rfc, 
! , 

with the wind 2t N. At noon, our 0\)-

ferved latitude \,';2.S n+ deg. 22 min. N. 

\vhen Cape Dcnbigh bore N, 7S deZ' \V. 

t'wo leaO'u"'s u'11i1'''11t 01",1 till" C:111l'c,-n1(,Jj-... b...... ... L(.1. L, (.. ~ ~ .. \. ~ (,. \..... ~ - ..... -

1 d C' 0 elf' 14' A~ fj.- ';VP C"'-~l""O an' .j. 5 _g .. 1-:.. L L', V v ,-',,~, J L 

in five fathom of v:aier, with a f<lEdy 

bottom. 

VOL. II. c The 
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The weather on the fixteenth wa:s' e

qually pleafant vvith that of the fifteenth;, 

and 2.11 h2.nus were permitted to go afhore 

on liberty and collecI berries. Several 

HlOoting p.arties were alfo formed, who, 

met with tolerable fuccefs; but captain 

Cook, who was more anxious to afcertai'n. 

the longitude of the plase, and to make' 

obfervations with th<; dippi:1g-needle, 

than enter i!",to' parti::s of pleafure, re

mained on board till near evening, and· 

then jure indulged himfelf with a walk 

on fuore. At eight in the evening, 

the boats ;:eturned, with an account of the 

whole being a continuation of the con

tinent. 

At fix the next morning, we got up, 
our anchors and made fail, our courfe. 

fxthcrly, the wind E. by S. and E. S. E. 

It was now captain Cook's intention to 

trace the land from hence to the fpot 

where he loft his anchor on the 19th of 

July, and then proceed to Unalafchka. 

Our obferved latitude was 64 deg. 12 
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Yn~n. N. and at feven we were abreaG: of 

Eeiborough Ifie, between which and the 

main we propofed going, blit in the fpace 
/ 

of ten minutes we lhoaled our water from 

ten to four fathoms and a quarter, fa of 

courfe tacked lhip and fiood S. W. out 

diftance from the iiland being three qnat..;. 

ters of a mile. \Ve obferved a low point 

of land running from it, upon which 

was much drift-wood and two or three 

houfes, but we law no figns of inhabi

tants. At twelve, we altered our courfe 

to N. N. E. -;.- E. the wind as before. 

At t,TO in the mornihg (Sept. 18th)' 

we tacked and fiood S, E. by S. :md S. E. 

and at four Beiborough rae bore N. ! E. 

three or four leagues difiant. At fix, the 

iand extended as far as S. 16 deg. VV. and 

at eight, our foundings were nine fa

thom and a half. The land in tiliis place 

was moderately high, the wefiermoft 

point making in a bluff. At half paft 

tim, the Refolution hailed the Difcovery 

to take the lead, and make for aIi apen-

C 2 ing 
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• 
ing between the main and an mand~,\ 
which was ealled Stewart's Wand, and~ 

our boats wete rent a-head to found; but' 

fome time after, they made the fignal· or' 

four and three fathoms and a half, and' 

confequently we hauled our wind t'J the' 

weftward. OlJr obferved fatitude was 63 

deg. 39 min. N. At eight we wore :!hip' 

and frood to the northward, and at ten: 

brought-to f.or the night. 

At half pafi five, we bore away to the 

weftward, with the wind at N. E. and at 

feven our courfe was So' \V. our foundings

feven fathom. At ten~ we :£hoaled to five 

fathom, though nearly out of :fight of 
land, which obliged us to haut ftill far

ther off. At noon, \ve had freih breezes,: 

on which account we haured our wind as: , 
we were fearful of being entangled among 
the !hoals, which in this part were very 

numerous. €aptain Cook now finding it 

impoffible to trace the co aft any farther on: 
account of the great :£hallownefs of wa-' 
ter, determined to giv~ it up., <l.ud proceed 
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to the il1and of Unalafchka, where he in

tended to take a full fupply of water, if 
no other convenient place occurred dur
jng his paffage there. At one in the af
ternoon, we faw the land ·extending from 

N. N. W. to N. VV. + VV. difl:ant twelv.e 
leagues, \vhich part of the coail: captain 
·Cook called Point Shallow Water; and 
at half paft three the Refolution bore a .. 
waY1 il:eering a \!if. courfe. At four, the 
.extremes of the land bore N. -i- E. and N. 
60 deg. W. our foundiFlgs being ten fa
thom. At fix, the Refolution altered her 
courfe to vV. S. W. when we bad twelve 
fathom. At feven, we faw S:redge Wand 
bearing N. 6+ deg. \!if. ten ieagues difl:ant, 

and at nine altered our courfe to S. \V. by 
VV. with the wind at N. N. E. and N. E. 

We had fine pleafant weather the bel'! 

Fart of the next day, with flying clouds, 
and at four in the morni·ng faw the lanel 

'from N. by E. to N. by W. At eight, 

;the high land to the N. E. off the iile we 
;?-nchored under the E th infiant, bore N. 

C 3 I; E 
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liE. dil'cant twenty-three leagues. At 

eleven faw land bearing S. S. W. z W. , , 
and at twelve we had freib breezes, with 

thick [now fhowers. Our foundings at 

three in the afternoon were thirteen fa

thom, and at four the land, wllich proved. 

to be an iDand, bore fr()m S. 2 C) deg. \V. 

tq S. SO deg. \V. and a low hill on a track 

of low land N. 35 deg. W. three or four 

L::agues difiant. At fix, we bore away to 

the fouthv',~rd, fLmding down the eafiern 

fide of the iDand, at about two miles di
fi",nce, a clufter of high rocks bearing S~ 
5 deg. E. As we were now in a rea 
which we 'l,Yere totally ignorant of, and 
probably furrounded in a manner by 

ii1ands, which might have the dangerous 
circumfl:ance of iboal water annexed to 

th~m, captain Cook's ufual fore fight and 
prudence induced him to think of laying
to for the night, and at ~ight both fhips 
brought-to, main-top-fail to the JJ;lafi:, the 
high rocks bearing S. by W. four or five 

~iles 
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rr/iles diflant, and the fouth end of the 

ift;md \V. S.\V. 

At fix 'inthe morning (Sept. 21£1\ vve 

bore away, our courfe \IV. and \V. N. W_ 
the wind N. by \V. and the weather 

cloudy, with frequent fqualls, our found

il'igs tvventy fathom. The Wand extend

eo from N. 6! deg. "V. to N. 80 deg. W. 
and the rocks S. ~ 2 deg. VV. difiant three 

leagues. At half pait, we f(iw more 
lalld, the fouth point (bearing f,. 62 deg. 

W.) trending round to the weftward. 

At eight, am foundings were feventecn 

fathom, and wefaw many {hags, and 

[orne flocks of geefe, which (except their 
wings) were entirely white; we alfo 00-

ferved two ravens or crows. The land, 

which now had the appearance of three 

difiinCt illes, bore from N. 13 neg. W. 
to S. 65 deg. VV. and the rocks N. 2 I 

·deg. VI. our difla,nce from the fuore be

in$ three leagues. At half paft ten, we 
Jound the w ho'le to be one ifland, but 

,jo~lled by very low land, and foon after 

C 4 we 
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We bore away to S. S. W. the wind be: 
ing N. N. E. Cur obferved latitude was 

62 deg. 58 lIlin. i··J. and at one the win~ 

~hanged to N. \V. our courfe S. W. the 

depeh of water being very irregular, from 

thirteen to eight, teo, and twenty-two: 

fathoms. At eleven, we brought-to, 

having frefh breezes, with [quaIls and 

;nlOwcrs of [now and fleet. 

The weather the next day (Sept. 2zd) 
was cloudy, with moderate breezes from 

the N. "V. and W. N. W. attended with 

frequent i110wers of [now. At four~ we 

bore away, our courfe S. and S. by W. 
At e:ght, our depth of water was twenty

five fathom. Towards noon, the weather 

cleared up a little, and we got an obfer-
" ~ , 

·vation, which gave our latitude 6r deg. 
48 min. N. In the afternoon, we faw 

great numbers of . gulls about. Our 

[oundings at eight were twenty-feven 

fathom, and at t\velve they deepened to'/ 

thirty-four. The thermometer to-dar 

",:,.::5 from 35} to 39 deg. 
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~t half pail: five in the morning (Sept~ 

23d), Ollr cour[e being S. vV. faw the 
~f1and we difcovered on the 29th of July, 
~nd which, from the amazing flocks of 
~irds, we denominated Bird Wand. The 
~xtremes of it bore S. by W. and W. -i S. 
~bout ten leagues difiant, the whole ap
pearing as fix iflands. Our foundingl 
were thirty-two fathoms. At eight the 
land had the appearance of only four 

Wands, the extremes bearing S. 3 I deg. 
E. and S. 85 deg. W. At ten we were 
running along the north fide, when we 

found that the hills, which made as fo 
many difiinct iDes, were joined to each 
other by low land, which feemed to form 

as many peninfulas. The whole had a 
mofi defolate and barren afpect, making in 
mofi parts in lofty, perpendicular, white 

and brown cliffs. The hills were en
tirely defiitute of foil, and probably were 

compofed of folid rock. vVe this time 
faw only four or five puffins, as many 

fea-parrots, and a few gulls and fulmars. 
Our 
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.()ur latirude was 60 deg. 23 min. N. when 

the extremes bore N. 29 deg. E. and S. 
{)ilr difiance from the neareil: part two 

miles. A t two in the afternQon we bore 

alNay to .S. E.- by E. the wind N. \V. At 
four we had thirtv, and at twelve thirty-fix 

fathoms. 
We had frcih breezes the next day, 

which at twelve at night, increafed to a 

g~.le, with hard [qualls, which obliged us 
to take in the fecond reefs in our top-fails. 

'Ve wen~ flOW totally out of .the fight of 

land: 

The gale continued to increafe the next 

d~y (Sept. 25th), and blew with fuch vi
olence, that we could only carry the main

top-fail clofe-reefed, and the main and 

Jare-fail. We had a very heavy head fea 
running, and in the courfe of the night 
experienced frequent and heavy fqualls, 
with fmall rain, fo thought it moil: pru- . 
dent to get down our top gallant-yards. 

The weather now became dark and 
cloudy, with almoD: contiflu~l fhow~rs of 

fmaij 
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['{nan ram, \v}lich rendered every thinE; 

mofi uncomfortable, and to add {till morc 

to our difagreeable {ituation, the gale kept 

up with equal violence, and drove us fan: 

towards the co aft of Aha, our courfe be

ing S. by ,V. which, with the variation 

and lee"vay, was little better than \V S. 
"V. Towards noon however it moderated, 

and we were fortunate enough to get an 

obfervation, which gave our latitude j 8 deg. 
36 min. N. and in the courfe of the night 

we had a clear, ftarry fry, with moderate 

breezes, q1lf foul1dings being forty-five 

fathom. 

The next day (Sept. 27th), we had 

light winds from the S. S. E. our courfe 

. eaft, and at eight our foundings were thir

tv-nine fathoms. In rt'e afternoon we , . 

faw a few gulls and fulmars, and had thir-

ty-five fathom, vvith a muddy bottom. 

The wind on the 2 f th became more 

favourable, blowing from the S~ S. W. 
olJ.r courfe S. E. At eight we got up our 

top-gallant-yards, and ,at noon we were 

il~ latitude 58 deg. 4 min. N. In the after-
noon 



~oon faw a whale, and many of the [mali 

[pecies of auk, and towards evening one of 
our people caught a land bird, which 

proved to ~e the grey-butchter bird. At 

eight we had thirty-eight fathom, and 

in the courfe of the night we had fre

quent and rather violent fquaHs. 

Our latitude on the 29th was 57 deg. 
N. During the afternoon the weather 

""vas pleafant, and we faw two whales an4 

many divers about. At eight our found
ings increafed to forty-feven fathom, ang 

at eleven it became hJ.ZY, when we 

10ft fight of each other, but by repeating 
iignals we afcertained each other's fitu

ation, and at three the next morning 
joined company. . 

The wind the next day (S.ept. 3cth), 
was variable in the N. \V., N. ani N. E~ 
quarter, our courfe S. S. E. At noon we 

had fifty-twa fathoms, and foon after it 
became. calm. Sonie of our feamen got 
out theIr hooks' and lines, and caught 
feveral cod and flat fifh. At four, a fin~ 

breeze. 
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'!hreeze fprung up from the wefiwarJ, 

when we purfued our courfe. 

The eofuing day Vl:1S clear arid plea

fant, with flying clouds. Our latitude 

v',as 55 deg. 29 min. N. and we faw feve

ral patches of fea-weed, feathers, &c~ 

',vhich we looked upon as certain indica-

tions of the vici.nity of hmd; indeed we 

expected to fee it every hour, 2,S vre knew 

by our latitude and longitude that we were 

:it no great difiance from U nalafchka. At 

half paft four the next morning, we de'

f.cried that ifland ex.tending from E. ~ s: 
to S. f YV. and the extremes of other 

land to the eaftwa.rd, from N. E. by E .. 

'± E. to E. by N. our dii1::mce off {hare be

ing four leagues. At eight we had light 

hreezes, and at nine it became nearly 

c.:alm, which, with the tide being againft 

us, rendered our ,progr'c:is very flow and 

tedious. At noon our l'.ltitude was 54 

de-g. 4 min. N. the extremes of the eafi

ern land bearing N. 78 deg. E. and S. 

J 0 deg. \V., thofe of U nalafchka N. 5 ~ 

deg. 
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deg. E. and S. 10 deg. VV. and diftq;:t 

land to the wefiward S. W. by S. our di..: 

ibnce from the nearefi {hare being four 

l~iles. ;), t one in the afternoonwe bore away ~" 
before a fine little breeze from theW. S. W .. 

our courfe being N. N. E. and N. E. Soon 

after three of the natives came along fide .. 
in their canoes, one of whom we recol ... 
lecteJ feeing when here before; he alfo 

remembered us, and on that account re

ceived feveral fmall prefents of tobacco 
and beads, for which he returned us dried 

fifh :lnd berries, plenty of which he gave 

llS to underfl:and he had on :/bote. At 

three we hauled in for an inlet, which; 

as we proceeded up it, had the appearance 
of a commodious harbour. At its en .. 

trance, it appeared to be fix miles acrofs; 
and towards the bottom of it, upon a low 

ridge of land on the wefiern fide, was a . 
town, vvhich teemed to be tolerably po- . 
pulous: from this ridge a parcel of rocks 

extended to fome difiance, fame were' 

barely above the furface of the water. 

6 Behind 



Behi:nd this ridge there was the appear.:... 

ance of a very fnng cove. The furround-. 
ing hills were high, and fome had fnow 

upon their tops, which pollibly might 

have been there the whole fummer. We 

f.i!ndeavoured to get foundings, but could 

not fucceed at fifty fathom; which cir~ 

cumftance, with the approach of night, 

and the ledge of rocks above mentioned, 

by no means induced us to fray there, but 

on the contrary rendered it neceffary for 

both ihips to make the beft of their way 

out again, which they did as faft as va
riable winds and an oppofing tide would 

permit them. The Difcovery :flood off 

and on for the night, but the Refolution 

kept nearer in ihore, and at fix in the 

morning bore away for Samganoodha har

bour, which then bore S. S. E. fix miles 

difrant, and at eight {he dropped her an

chor in feventeen fathoms; the weft end 

of mid-channel iDe bearing N. N. E. + E. 

~nd the harbour's mouth S. S. E. ! E. 
lief difiance from the weftern ihOi'e abcu~ 

hali 
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half a mile. The Difcovery did not ar'
rive till one, when :fhe likewife anchored; 

and many of the natives brought us dried 

fi:fh and berries of various kinds, and a , . 

trade was foon opened on both fides. Iri 
the night we heard the barking and howl

ing of foxes upon the {hore. 

C HAP. XXI. 

Traifauions and occurrences ilZ ti,e harbour 
if Samgmzcodlla. 

OCTOBER 4th. Early in the morn"';; 

ing, our empty caiks were got ort 

lliore, with the coopers; and the obferva~ 
tories were erected upon as convenient a 
fpot as could be found; the coppers like

wiie were fixed for boiling the blubber 
we had brought with us from the north..: 

ward. None of the inhabitants made their. 

appearance till eleven, when they came 

wi~h plenty of falmon, trout, and hallibut, 

which they had jufi caught. Some 

brought 



( 33 ) 

b~·0-L!.ght berries of different kinds, one 
fpecies of which vv;:ts very well flavoured. 

In the evening feveral ot the women paid 

the, !hips a vifit, and appeared perfeB:ly 

fatisfied with their reception; the'y ihid 

all night, and returnd on !hore in the 

mormng. 

The next day (5th) was cloudy, with 

lliowers of rain, and fqualls from the 
eafi. In the morning OUr friends vifited 

Us as ufual, and three of them went into 

the great cabin, p=,.ying their refpeus at 

entering, and behaved with a zreater de

gree of good manners than we could have 

fuppofed. Several trifles were purchafed 

of them, after which they offered [nuff, 

which they had in boxes, to everyone in 
the cabin. They gave us to underfiand~ 

that they were vifited annually by the 

Ruffians, and from the figns they made 

we rather fuppofed there were fome novY 

upon the il1and. This induced captaiu 

Cook to fend the corporal of mal'incs~ 

who \yas an intelligent man, with thefe 

VOL. II. D people) 



( 34 ) 

people, to learn the truth, and if there' 

really were any, to beg they would accom

pany him to the :Chips. 
The Refolution's people were very fuc

cefsful to-day in hauling the feine, having 

taught plenty of excellent trout, and a 

very large halibut, which weighed two 

hundred and fifty pounds. 

The 6th was heavy, thick, and cloudy, 

with heavy fqualls from the eafiward, 

~nd continued rains till feven in the even

ing. The next morning, fiiliing parties 
were fent out, and the feine was al1() haul
ed, both which fupplied us plentifully 

with fi:fh. In the evening, the corporal 
returned, and three Ruffians with him, 
who brought two fiili pies as prefents to 
the captains; the eruf\: was made of rye

flour, and the fi:fh was well-feafoned. 

Thefe people behaved very well, and 
appeared wiiling to give llS any informa

tion we defired, but unfortunately 'our to
t~l ignorance of the Ruffian language pre
-vented us from attaining any thing worth 

notice, 
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ilChcc J converfing by figns, being but a 
very imperfeB: method. VI! e Icarnc,J that 

Kamfchatka produced but little corn, but 

that veffels from OchotG: fupplied them 

plentifully; oxen likewife were tolerably 

numerous, but :£heep and {"vine {carce. 

There are about twenty KaGltfchad.11es 

and eight Ruffians upon this ifland, who 

are poffeffed of a tolerably goo:! wooden 

houfe, which is fituated in the bottom of 

the bay we were ihnding into on the 

fecond infiant. They have alia arms and 

ammunition, and a fmall floop of about 

fixty tons burthen. When they firfi faw 

the {hips in the bay, they Vi'l~le exceed

ingly alarmed, and apprehended '.ve ViTere 

Japanefe, whom, for f(Jme reaian or other, 

they are terribly afraid of. Thefe peo

ple were to return to Ochotrk in 178o, in 

the floop above mentioned, and ·,'i'.:rc to 

be fucceeded by a freih fct. They told 
us, that there are upwards of four hun~ 

{}red Ruffians, bdicles a great rn:my 

Kamtfchadales, formed jnto .little L:ttlc-
D 2 meni::;; 



mCllts upon the various iflands in thefe' 

feas. 
The loth was fquaIly, with fhowers of 

fnow and the 2"ufis of wind were fo firong , 0 

from off the hills, that we were obliged 
to let go another anchor to fecure the :£hips 
properly. 

Sunday, Oaober I Ith. In the morn .. 
ing, the Ruffians took their leave, pro~ 

mifing to return in a day or two with a 

chart of thefe [eas. The captains made· 

them prefents of rum, tobacco, and feveral 

other articles, which they received with 
many thanks. 

Un Wednefday evening ( ( 4th), anothe~ 

Ruffian, in a large canoe, attended by 
twenty or thirty fmaller ones, arrived at 
an Indian town fituated on the other fide' 
the hills, on the weftern fide of the har
bour. He was received upon his land~· 
ing with great refpeCts by the natives:; 
who foon erected him a commodious lit
tle hut, after which the women employed. 

themfelves in boiling fifh for his fup-

pel'" 
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per, while the men attended him in his 
habitation. .f I is under-drefs was the 

fame as our's, but over it he wore a blue 

calico frock girt round him with a [ilk 
faill; he had boots on, and a cap lined 

with fur. His bufinefs appeared to be to 

collect a tribute or tax from the inhabi

tants, who were makieg up bundles of 
dried fiih, tobacco (which they had re
ceived from us), and various other articles 

in their own way. Captain Cook being at 

the town when he arrived, invited him to 

dine on board the next day, which he 
promifed to do, and at twelve he came, 
attended by the [mall canoes as yefier
day. 

His name was Erafim Gregorio Sin If

myloff, and a native of Jakutiki; he in

formed the captain that he accompanied 
lieuten.ant Sindo in his expedition to i,the 

northward. He appeared to .. be about 

thirty-four or thirty-five years old, and 

was a very obferving man. But little 

more information was gained from him 

D 3 than 



than was acquired from the other R UL=-: 

fians The next day he dined on boar:q 

the Difcovery, and in the afternoon de

parted. 
fome of the gentlemen of the fhip 

having a defire of vifiting the Ruffian 

fettlement, fet off the next morning ( 17th) 

early, but it being a rainy day they did 

not arrive till evening; foon after fupper 
was ferved up, which confifted of whale~s 

Belli and boiled halibut; the former was 

not very palatable, but the latter, proved 

e:·.:ellent. They had carried a bottle of 
J 

rum with them, but their landlords foop. 

TInifhed it, as they never adulterate it 
with Y":lter. When they retired to refi-, 

they were iliewn into an inner room, their 

beds Leing compofed of beaver-ikins, 
which were exceedingly warm. In the 

morning they had halibut and whale, 
\vith the [pawn of [almon for breakfaft , 
and after a iliort fia;' departed. The 
houfe was built exactly upon the plan of 

thofe at Kamtfchatka, and at fome little 

diftance 
, -
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difiance was a fiore-haufe, in which they 

kept the various {kins, &c. which they 
receive from the natives as tribute, till 

they have a fufficient cargo for their floop, 
or till they are relieved by another party, 

who then reilde here for a certain time, 

and are relieved by a freili party. 

On Monday (Oct I9th) Ifmylotf :lgain 

paid us a viiit, and brought 'vvith him a 

chart of the northern feas, containing Be
rings difcoveries, and fame of a'later date, 

but it was more particularly coailned to 

the coafi of Kamtfchatka, and the Kurile 

Hlands. 

Another Ruffian alfo came with a cargo 

of boots, moft of which were purchafed ; 

the price of the beft was three bottles of 

rum, the inferior two; which, confidering 

the fcarcity of fpirits at that time, was 

very dear. In our difcour[e with Ifmy

loff, he complained much of the treachery 

of the Americans, who he fays take all 

opportunities of defiroying the Ruffians, 
and fometimes even when they are, to 

all appearance, upon friendly terms. 

D 4 Tuefday 
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Tuefday night was the fevereft we had 

experienced for fame time; the thermo .. 

meter fiood at ]2 deg and we had much 
ice in the harbour. 

In the afternoon of the 22d, two other 
Ruffians came on board; one, whofe name 

was Jacoff Iwanowich, was the principal of 

the iflandUmanak, which lies to the fouth ... 
ward of Unalafchka, and a native of old, 
Ruffia, which he took particular pains to 

make us underfiand, and valued himfelf 
upon it accordingly. The other was one 

of thofe who firfi came, and was mafier of 
the floop. They ftaid with us till Satur

day afternoon, and then took their leave~ 

as did Ifmyloff and the other. 

Oaober 26th, at feven in the morning, 
a fine breeze: fprung up from the S. E. 

which the captain was determined to make 
the moil: of, having been difappointed in 
getting out on the 22d. The anchors 
were immediately weighed, and having 

made fail, we frood out of the harbour , 
and purfued a N, W. and W. courfe, in-

tending 
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tending to circumnavigate the iiland. At 

twelve the extremes of U nala:fka bore S. 

75 deg. E. and S. 36 deg. W. and the en~ 
trance of the bay we f1:ood in for the 2d 
infiant S. by E. {- E. two,leagues difl:ant. 
,At fix we had dark, cloudy weather, with 
light and very variable winds, and a thick, 

heavy, moifl:, and warm atmofphere. At 
eight we had frefh gales and [qualls, and 

ilt ten it rained very hard. 

C HAP. XXII. 

Some dfjcription of the ijland, and 1'!S produce 
-account if the people-flature-drefs 
-houJes-furniture -food- cookery-

employment-method qfjijhing, &c. &c. 

T HIS, our fecond reudence amongft 
thefe people, has given us a 

greater [cope for making obfervations on 

,their manners, &c. than we could poffibly 

have before. In the former account they 
are 
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are reprefented different in fome things., 

from what they really are; this was en

tirely occafioned by the little time we had 
to fpare, duriag our very fhort and uncer

tain :flay: uncertain, becaufe at that time 
we were watching every alteration both 

in wind and tide, to make the mofi of it, 
as we were late in the feafon, and con- . 

fequently very anxious to purfue our 

coude to the northward, which had al

ready met with many unavoidablyob-
firuclions. " 

This ifland is calkd Now'unalafchka by 

the natives, but the Ruffians denominate 

it Unalafchka. It lies nearly in .. .:4 deg. 

4 min. N. latitude, and i:-. 1(13 deg. 36 
min. E. longitude; though in fame 
charts it is laid down in 63 deg, 'c: min. 

N. We could not a~folutely afcertul1 its 
length, but from what was feen, ,>;Te jUl' ~;e 
it to be about fifty miles. It atcunds in 

hills, fame of which are very hign ; up

on various parts of them are found in 

great abundance, crow-berries, whortle-

berries, 
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hen-ies, another fpecies fomething Gmilar 
to a black grape in flavour; and near the 

bottom grow rafpberries, but they are 

p.ther {carce. The low land, of which 

there is but little, is very madhy, owing 

to the many runs of water that are per

petually flowing from the hills. The foil 

on the tops of the hills is about two feet 

deep, under which there is a layer of fmall 

ftones ; the fides of the hills are rich, loa

my, and deep, and the marfhy and low 

ground, a fine, deep, black foil. 

The only quadrupeds we faw were the 

.arcric fox, and a {mall fpecies of marmot, 

without ears, and a {hort tail; the natives 

pH them anump-cho. Of water fowl 

they have variety, but the land birds are 
but few; among the former are the velvet 

duck, a grey goofe with a whiti:fh head, the 
wings firiped, the little brown duck, the 

painted duck (anas lzjflriunica,Lin.) fea par

rots, puffins, guillemots, and gulls. The 

latter are eagles, ravens, groufe, plover, 

fandpipers,finches, water ouzels,fwal1ows, 
and 
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and the common wren. Their fiili are 

halibut, Bat fiili, cod, haddock, rock cod, 

trout, and falmon. 
A s to trees, there are none upon 

the iHand that exceed a foot in length: 

thefe are willows, of which we obferved 

five fpecies; two fpecies of whortle-berry, 

two of rafpberries, and the black-berried 

heath, or crow-berry. 

The plants were ~ther numerous, and 

when we were firft there in June, moft of 

them were in fiJwer; we obferved among 

them, plaintain, m:lrili-mari;;'Jld, violet, 

faxifrage, orchis, farrel, dock, milfoil, au

ricula, geranium, dandelion, coltsfoot, 

ragwort, and a particular fpecies of lily 

in great abundance, called by the Ruf

fians, faranne (lilizt!Jl Kamtfihatfi'life, Lin.) 

there was alfo great plenty of wild celery, a 
kind of creifes, and a fpecies of I:u:l:ard, 
all of which afforded us excellent {,,:L is. 

The low land is generally covered with 

a 'ong coarfe e;rafs, fimH:: to that which 

abounds at Kamtfchatka, and which the 

women 
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women of this ifland con vert to the pUf~ 
pofe of making bafkets, and mats of va
rious degrees of finenefs. 

The men are in general from five feet 
to five feet and half in height, but not 
llnfrequently you find fome below as well 
as above that ftandard : their face is broad, 
their eyes rather [mall, their nofe in ge
neral fiat, their mouth wide, and lips 

thick; their teeth are but indifferent, be
ing uneven, and frequently difcoloured. 
Their hair is black, and rather long be

hind, but qlt before, fa as to reach nearly 
to their eye-lids, and in that form which 
we call tyburn-tops. The common dre[s 
of the meri is a jacket, made of the fkins 
of birds, the feathered fide worn inwards; 
but their beft jackets are painted red on 

the fore and hind part, as low as the 

fuoulders and breafi, and at the infertion 
of the fleeves along the fearn, and on the 
body of the jacket, are fafiened firips of 
fur in rows, one row about eight inches 
above the other. They .lfo wear firings 

of 
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Df beads in their ears, pieces of bone iii 

the griftle of their no[e (which is perfo...; 

rated for that purpofe) and bones of vari

ous forms in their under-lip. 
The women are generally :ihorter than 

the men; and their features much more 
pleafing. They wear the hair over their 

forehead like the men, but tie it up be

hind in the form of clubs, ;nd large ones 

too, as our beaux did fome time ago. 

Thofe who are the moft fond of drefs· . 
" 

wear a kind of ribbon" curioufly em-, 
broidered, upon their heads, which they 

tie under the chin~ They likewife have' 

the difagreeable mode of ornamenting 

their under-lips with long pieces of narroW' 

carved bone, as well as their no[e ;w:ith a: 

firing of beads, and feveral bunches of 

beads in their ears. Their cheeks are ta

towed, or marked with one and fome .. 

times two lines, which extend from the' 
middle part to the ears ; their chin is like

wife curioufly decorated in the fame man-' 

ner. This mark is confined entirely too 

the 
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the female fex, who are not permitted to 

wear it till they arrive at a certain age. 

A [eal-ikin jacket with fk'::\'es, and 

fafiened round the body with a girdle, is 

the only garment they w~ar; this they 

ornament with the beaks of the fea par

rots, in the f2f::.e manner as the Kamtfch
adales ufed to· do. The men, and f0!lle
fmes the women, wear buikins, which 
cufiom feems to have been firft introduced 

by the Ruffians; and the w<?men are fond ' 

of firips of feal {kin, round the wrifis and 

ankles. The bonnets or caps which the 
men make ufe of have been mentioned 

before; thefe, which are generally paint

ed blue and g~een, they decorate vvith the 

beards of whales, upon which they place 
beads, and fome of them fix two or three 

fmall carved pieces of bone (in the form 

of an image) upon the upper part, and 

on one fide. 

Thefe people have not two jurts or 

huts, like the natives of Kamtfchatka, but 

refide in the fame both winter and {C:E:'-



mer. The mode of building IS as t01.;o: 
lows: they dig an oblong hole in the 

earth, about four feet deep (not five or 

fix, as has been mentioned before), the 

ilze of which is proportioned to the num

ber of people who are to live in it; at the 

ends, about three feet fro~ each corner" 

they fix fwo thong ..wo,oden pofts, to 

which are fafiened ridge poles, which are 

fupported by other wooden pofts, plant
ed or fixed on both fides, at the diftance 

of about :five feet from each other; upon 

thefe ridge poles afe fecured other pieces 

of wood, upon which they form the roof 

or ceiling, leaving a hole near the end 
which admits the lit;ht, as well as ferves 
them for a door. 1 he fides of the houfe 
are formed by poles which reach oblique

ly from the ridge poles to the earth, in 
which they are fixed: over the whole, 

they place a layer of dried grafs, upon 
that a qmntity of earth, and 10 on alter
nately till it is rendered fufficiently {hong. 

The fpace hehind the wooden pofts which 

fupport 
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fupport the ridge poles, is defiined for 

, their bed places, &c. which they cover 
with mats. 

From the hole on the top, is fixed a 

kind,of ladder, by which they defcend to 

the bottom; and though this mode of 
defcent was very aukward to us, the na
tives pafs and repafs with the greateft 
eafe. The middle part of the houfes, 

on the oudide of the wooden pofis, is 

raifed a little above the reft; here they 

make their fires and drefs their victuals. 

Their huts fmell very difagreeably and 

offenfive, occaGoned by the dirt and na
ftinefs which abounds in almofi every 

part, for they never take the tr9uble to 

clean them, but leave the bones and guts 

of fiili fcattered up and dowll, which, 
when putrid, and added to the filthy 
cuftom of making water in one corner, 

cannot fail of emitting a moi1: horrid 

fiel).ch. At fame little dii1:ance from 

their larger huts, they erect fmaller ones, 

VOL. II. E which 
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which feern to be repofitories merely for 

their dried fifh. 
They are not very expenfi ve in their 

houfehold-furniture, which confifts chiefly 

of wooden bowls, troughs, and platters, 

of various fizes and for various ufes, and 

a copp~r kettle for the purpofe of boiling 

filh. They procure fire by rubbing two

pieces of >dry wooJ againft each other} 

and infl:antly make it blaze by powdering 

a little fulphur (vyhich they procure in 

great quantities in Ithe neighbourhood) 

upon the down of birds, which is placed 

upon ftraw for that purpofe. In the 

night they ufe lamps, which are made of 

wood, and hollowed fo as to contain a 

quantity of oil; the wicks are made of 

dry grafs. The knives they now ufe) 

they procure from the Ruffians. 

Their canoes have been occafionaUy 

mentioned before, fo that a' farther ac

count of their form and L~=-:::tu.::e is need

lefs. Theya:-e very careful of them, and 

as foon as they return from fifhing, or 

any 
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any other expedition, l~: -:'1 are conveyed 

from the beach to their hUL2,'nd, after 

being cleared of the water (whl~i,-~ not~ 

withfianding every precaution, will [OGle

tirr.es get in), they are placed, with the 

hoie downwards, upon four frakes placed' 

crofswi1e for that purpo[e, about two feet 

from the ground. Thefe canoes are fo 

light, that they frequently afcend the hills 

with them flung acro[s their llioulders. 

Their food confifis of whales Belli, 

nlli, berries, and roots. The hili that 

moil: abound here are [almon, rock-cod, 

trout, and halibut, and about the middle 

and latter end of Oaober they catch cod. 

The whales are generally taken about 

May and June, as the [ummer is then 

approaching, and they have time fufE

cient to dry the Belli and blubber, which, 

in the winter feafon, is one of the prin
cipal parts of their food. With the blub

ber they eat the dried halibut, which the 

Ruffians call paltzUtna; this feems in 

fome meafure to fupply the want of 
E 2 bread: 
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bread: fometimes they dip it in train-oit,. 

of which they are very fond; they like
wife eat the dried whales Belli with oil. 

DurinO" the months in which the fiih b 

(particularly trout, falmon, and cod) a
bound, they generally boil them in their 

copper kettle, of which every family has 
one. They are not particularly nice in 
cleaning them; juft taking out the guts 

and gills, and fometimes neither, wiping 
them with a handful of dried grafs, and 

then put them into the pot. But though 

they are at the trouble of boiling fiih, 
they frequently eat them raw. The 

whales, as has been before obferved, are 

caug-ht in May and June, and all the filli 

which are intended to be dried as a win
ter fiock, which are principally halibut 
and falmon, are taken at that time

1 
or as 

foon as they come into feafon. 

Berries aifo are a capital article of their 
food. Of thefe there are two kinds one , 
which they call oniganack, the other, 

which is our crow-berry, aJhnock; both 

are 
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'are very plentiful, but the former le[s fa 

than the latter. The o11iga11ock is, in 

tafte, fomething fimilar to a black grape, 

but is of a very afiringent nature, 011 

which account they generally mix them 

together, the aJhnock being poffeffed of 

an oppofite quality to the other: the na

tives prefer them with train-oil, which 

they think adds much to their tafie. Of 

the roots, the faranne is the beft and moft 

agreeable eating: the natives are very 
fond of it, but get no great quantity to 

themfelves, as they are obliged to give 
by far the greater part to the Ruffians. 

Its tafte, when raw, is {weetiih and infi

pid, but when boiled becomes mealy and 

fomething like a potatoe. The other 
roots are only of two kinds, one a fpecie::; 

of fern, the other a fpecies of lupine; 

the tafte of both at firft refembles liquo

rice roots, but after chewing fome time, 
it becomes acrid and bitter. 

The employment of the women is of 

v.arious kinds. In the [ummer they affift 
J 

E3 111 
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in cleaning and drying the fiili; in au
tumn they are bufied in cutting grafs, 
which they tie up in bundles, and leave 
to dry. This grafs is of confiderable ufe 

in thatching their huts, as well as nlak
ing bafkets, mats, and many other ufeful 

articles: in the middle and latter end of 

October they gather berries and roots. 

All the fewing bufinefs is entirely confin~ 

ed to them; they make jacl~ets for them

felves and the men, and likewife few the 

feal-fkins together, with which their ca
noes are covered: the making and manu
facturing of mats and ba:fkets is another 
part of their employment, and when a 
new hut is to be erected, they always dig 
up the earth to a proper depth: this may 

be cO,nfidered as the mof!: laborious part 

of their bufinefs, as they have no proper 

tools for that kind of work, but are re-' 

duced to the neceffity of ufing pieces of 

wood rw bone, which method renders the 
job very tedious. \Vhen the men re

turn from filhing, they affift in unlading 

8' th~ 
, ,'" 
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the canoes, and carrying them to their 
proper places; they like\vife drefs all the 
vifl:ua1s. Their leifure hours are gene~ 

rally fpent in embroidery, in which they 

are very neat, fome of their performances 

being really curious. The needles they 
ufe are made of bone, but vvithout an eye; 
the thread is made of unews fpl it to a 

proper uze. Our needles being fo far 

fuperior to their own, preved a good ar

ticle of trade. 

The men in the fummer catch and 

dry fifh, and kill whales for their winter 

ftock ofproviuon; they a1fo make paddles, 

darts, the frames of their canoes, and all 

the different bowls and platters; and af

ter the women have prepared the ground 

for building a hut, they finiih the remain

ing part: they fometimes too nurfe the 

children, and rock them to fleep. \Ve 

obferved that they converted moil: of the 

tobacco they received of us into fnuff, 

which they powdered by rubbing it in a 

{mall wooden bowl, with a flick about two 

E 4 feet 
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feet long. upon the uppyr end of which 
they faftened feveral flones to render it 

heavy, by which means the tobacco wa& 

the more eafily reduced to a proper fine

uefs; after this they fifted it through a 

[mall, fine bafket, and then it was fit for 

ufe. They were fo fond of it, that, not 
content with fnuffing it, they put· it in 

their mouths and fwallowed it. 
The Ruffians, for political reafons, have! 

taken care entirely to deprive thefe people 

of every offenuve weapon; the only ones 
they fuffer them to make ufe of are a 
kind of dart, with which they kill feals, 

birds, and fometimes fifh: thefe are a
bout four feet long, and made of fir ; 

. one end is formed of bone, into which, 
by means of a focket, another fmall piece 

of bone (which is barbed) is fixed, but 

fo contrived as to be taken out and put 
in without trouble; this is fecured to the 
middle of the flick by means of a {hong, 

though thin piece of twine formed of 
finevys. The animal, &c. is no fooner 

ftru~ki 
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firuck, than the pointed bone flips out of 

the focket, but remains fixed in its body 
by means of the barb: the dart then 
ferves as a float to trace the animal, and 

likewife ailifis to tire him confiderably, 
fo that he is eafily taken. They throw 
thefe darts by means of a thin piece of 
wood, about twelve or fourteen inches in 

length; the middle of this is flightly 
hollowed for the better reception of the 
weapon; at the termination of the hol
low, which does not extend to the end, 

• 
is fixed a ihort and pointed piece of bone, 

to prevent ~he dart from flipping. The 
other extremity is furniihed with a hole 

for the reception of the fore-finger, and 
the fides are made to coincIde with the 

thumb and other fingers, in order to grafp 
Plore firmly. They throw thefe darts to 
.the difiance of eighty Or ninety yards} 
with great force and dexterity. 

They generally catch fiih with hooks 

Pl.adc of bone, whieh they [eeure to a 

line 
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line made of twifted finews, and about 

twenty fathoms long. When they try 

for large fifh, fuch as the halibut for in
france (fome of which are of a great fize), 

they fix.a bladder upon the line, which, 
when the fifh i.;; hooked, very foon tires it. 

I' • 
The only mufical Id1:ruments we faw 

among thefe people (if it deferves the ap
pellation of mufical) was a kind of drum, 

fimilar to thofe we obferved at the Tfchut
{chi Nofs: it had only one head,' which 

was compofed of part of the gut of a 
whale, frrained very tight over a frame, 

to which was fixed a handle. They ufe 

no drum-flick, but frrike it upon a piece 

of wood. Their method of finging is 

pleafing enough, and refembles that of 
the natives of King George's Sound. 

During our flay, we did not obferve 
the leafi trace of religion, nor any thing 
which could induce us to fuppofe that 
they had even the mof\: diftant idea of a 
fupreme Being. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. XXIII. 

TranJaflions and occurrences tt?! our jirjt 
making Mow-wee, one of the Sandwich 

ljIes. 

T HE 27th of Oaober was thi;;k and 

cloudy, with heavy gales from the 
S. S. \V. and S. W. our courfe S. S. E. 
and W. We had no lan.d in fight 
throughout the day. 

Early the next morning, in a fudden 

and very heavy fquaIl, the tacks of the 

fore and main-fail of the Difcovery (which 

were the only two fails :£he had .ret) gave 
way, by which the boatfwain and three 
other men were knocked down, and one 

killed upon the fpot. At half pail fix, 

we faw the land bearing from S. E. to E. 

by S. At nine, we tacked, our courfe 
W. N. W. the extremes of Unalafchka 

bearing S. by W. and N. E. ~ N. At 
floon, our obferved latitude was 54 deg. 

I mm. 
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I min. N. and in the afternoon the body 

of the man who was killed was commit

ted to the deep. Towards the evening 

it became more moderate. 

At two the next morning, we had frefh 
gales from the L N. E. with rain, and 

at three we hauled up to \'C/. by S. the 

wind veering round to N. W. by N. at
tended with ihowers of hail. At half 
pait {ix, the land extended from S. by E. 

to E. by N. and at eight we wore :Chip 
and itood N. the extremes then bearing 
s. { W·. eight leagues diftant, and E. { 
N, four or five leagues, the neareit part 
E. { S. three leagues. At half pait nine, 
we bore away for the eaft part, and at 
ten faw what we at firft fuppofed to be a 
fail, bearing N. !. E. but upon a nearer 

view it proved to be a very high iteep 
(ock, \yith no breakers near it. At noon, 
!)ur obferved btitude was 53 deg. 53 
min, N. when the high rock bore N. W. 

by \'1. -± \V. three leagues' diftant. At 

one, we hau ihong ga.les, with cloudy 

weather,. 
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weather, the land bearing E. N. E. At 
half paft two, we hauled off, U nalafchka 

extending from E. to S. E. by E. -i- E. 
the nearefi part four leagues difiant. Vl e 
pa{fed the night Handing off and on. 

At fix in the morning (Ott. 30th), 

we wore ihip, an:! bore away for the 
ftraits we came through in going to the 
northward, our courfe N. E. by N. the 
wind W. and W. S. \V. with frequent 
and violent fqualls of hail and fleet, 

and a heavy fea going. At noon, the 

bay of Samganoodha bore S. E. four 

miles diftant, and at on e we were ftand

ing between the north point of Provi

dence Bay and the fmall ine to the north

ward of it. At four, the north point bore 
N. W. by W. three leagues, and the 
S. W. part of Unalafchka in fight S. W. 
-;;- W. five leagues. 

The next day we had open cloudy 
weather, and the wind, though not fo 

violent, yet blew pretty freih fr9m the 

wefiward. Our obferved latitude was 

25 deg. 
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5~ deg. 3 min. N. and we faw feveraI 

fheerwaters and guillemots about. 

November the firft, our wind and 

weather was much as yefierday. Our 

latitude was 49 deg. 54 min. N. and in 
the evening we reefed our top-fails, as it 

began to blow frdh. During the after

noon, we faw feveral albatroifes and 

:fheerwaters. 

We had a continued drizzling rain, 

with thick cloudy weather the whole of 

the next day, and in the evening it blew 

a hard gale from the fouthward, during 

which the Difcovery fplit her jib, fore

fray-fail, and fore-fail, and, as it continued 

increaung, it was thought moft prudent 

to bring-to for the night, which was done 

a.ccordingly under her fore-fail. The 

Refolution was at this time out of fight. 

All the night it blew violently, and the 

fea rif1l1g in proportion, toffed our veffels 

about at a ftrange rate. 

Abo~t eight in the morning (Nov. 3d), 
one of the Difcovery's people, being at 

work 



work in the main-top, faw the Refolution 
laying to, upon the lee-b::)"" about three 

miles diftant. She immediately made 
fail and fro:ld towards her, and fome time 

after they both purfued as. E. by E. courfe. 

Our obferved latitude was 47 deg. 58 
min. N. The next day \ve had freili 

breezes from the W. and W. by S. and 
the day following, the weather was 

cloudy, with a thick, heavy, warm, and 
moift atmofphere, and light, very variable 

winds till [even, when a fine breeze fprung 

up from the N. by W. As we proceeded 
to the fouthward, the weather increafed 

in warmth, and on the 8th, the thermo

meter was as high as the 60 deg. our lati

tude being 40 deg. 40 min. N. On the 

I I th our latitude was 38 deg. 40 min. 

N. and the next day the wind fhifted 

from the S. by E. to W'o N. W. the ther

mometer, which till then had flood at 67 

f deg. ,fell in the fpace of a few mi .... 

nutes to 58 + deg-. 

The. 
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The I ~ th and 13th, we had a fwell 

from the W. N. W. and on the 16th, our 

latitude was 32 deg. 45 min. N. The next 
day was fair, with flying clouds, but our 
wind was not altogether fo favourable, 

being S. S. E. At eight in the morning 
we tacked and flood to the eaflward, and 
foon after faw a tropic bird. \Ve now 
found the heat rather trouble[ome; and 
ha ving been fo long inured to cold and 
moderately warm weather, the increa[e of 

warmth relaxed us confiderably. The 

thermometer to-day flood at 74 deg. 
At eight in the morning (Nov. 19th), 

we tacked {hip, and flood E. S. E. the wind 
S. by W. At two in the afternoon it be

came very dark in the N. W. quarter; 
foon after we had a heavy {hower of 
rain, and the wind veered round to N. 

W. \Ve faw numbers of mother Carey's 

chickens, and iu the evening we had 

freili gales from the N. by E. with fre
quent and heavy [qualls. 

Our 



Our latitude the next day was 30 deg. 
2 S min. N. and in the afternoon the 
wind became more moderate. In the 

coui'fe of the day we raw many flying fi.ih, 
and fame bonitos. 

Olir friendly ga1e continued all the 
2 I fi, and we obferved many bonitos, fly

ing fiili, and feveral dolphins about the 

£hip, one of which was nearly caught, 

but the line unfortunately broke. Our ob

ferved latitude was 27 deg. 52 min. N. 
In the early part of the motning (Nov. 

22d), we had light airs, but at fix a fine 
breeze fprung up from t:le N. \V. and we 

had a few Bying {howers, after which the 

fry became pretty clear. 

Our breeze fhifted the next (hv to N. , 
E. which pn)T;ed to be the regular trade-

wind. In the courfc cf the day ·we faw a 

very large wh"le, which fvvam three or 
four times round the: {hip. We had many 
bonitos about, and our latitude was 24-

deg. 4H min. N. but net a bird of any kind 

to be feeli.. The thermometer to-day was 

V OL. II. F from 
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from 70 deg. to 76 deg. We were now 
in confiant expeCtation of feeing land; 

and the following day, being in latitude 

'22 deg. : 4 min. N. and of courfe no great 

difiance from Sandwich Illes, we in the 

evening {hortened fail. At half paft fix 
in the morning (Nov. 25th), the Refolu

tion bore away, fleering a due weft courfe, 

captain Cook intending to fall in with 

the eafiermofl: of the iilands, which we 

before only faw at a diftance. At eight,. 

the figllli was made for the Difcovery to 
keep at the diftance of fix miles upon 

the Reiolution's fiarboard-beam. At 

eleven it became perfeCtly clear, which 

gave us a fine opportunity of fee

ing about us. Our obferved latitude was 

2 I (leg. 15 min. N. and y;r~ were by our 

reckon;ng about fifty-fix leagues from the 

eafiermGfi ifland. No land however ap

pearing, at fix the Refolution hoifted 
th .r, 1 r , n'J" e J.lgna ror tne iJl1covery to com,; un-

der her ~ern; \\hich being done, both 
ve1Tels pur[ued a W. S. \V. courfe till 

twe.lve 



twelve, wh~n they lay-to, main-tap-fail to 
the mail:. 

At half paft fix in the morning (Nov. 

26th), the haze clearing away, We faw 

-high ,land a-head, and upon the ftarboard

,bow: upon which both iliips made fail, 

fleering a fouth and fouth..,eafterly coaft. 

Soan after we defcried more land to the 

weftward; at ten, the Refolutionfinding 

ihe could not weather the eaftermoft 
point, bore away to the weftward, run

ning along-fuore. 'the land rofe with 

a very gradual afcent, the inland part ter

minating in a 10ftyhill; there 'were plen

ty of trees, and the whole was covered 

with a fine verdure. At half paft ten, 
fame of the natives, who had been fiiliing, 

came near the :£hips, but .were rather fuy 

at firft; a few beads and nails however 

foon removed all ~,?prehenfion, and they 

readily came along-fide. The canoes 

were in every refpect the fame as at 

A'tou'wi, as well as the natives. We 
bought feveral crabs of a lingular fpecies, 

F,2 and 
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and mofl beautiful [cadet colour, and' ~a..i 
riety of other fifh. From wha't we couM 

underftand, they appeared to know of our 

. being in thefe parts before. IIi the conrre' 

of the afternoon many more came off, 

bringing with them fifh, bread-fruit, a 
few plantains, and two or three hogs; 

they were very extravagant in their de
mands, but they had to deal with thofe' 

who knew the value of iron as well as 

themfelves, and upon our appearing very 

carelefs about the matter, they at Iaft 
readily took what was offered them. 
This in fau: was the only method we 

could purfue; for had we given them their 

own rri'~e, our flock of iron would by no , 

means have been equal to our wants. In 

the evening we flood off and on for the' 
night. 

CHAP. 
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-ff'ranfaCliom and occurrences till our anchor .... 
ing in Karacakooahbay in the ijland ,0/ 
Q'why'hee. 

T H Enext morning was fine and 
clear, and we flood off and on 

for fame time '; but at e,ight many of the 
natives came off and traded with us, up

.on which both veffels lay to. \Ve ob

ferved that fame of them had three or 

four of their fore-teeth out; at A'touwi 
we remarked fomething of this kind, but 

never faw more than one wanting, which 
was generally on one fide or other of 
the mouth, and not in front. We quei:' 

tioned them about it, and they all made 

figns of their being knocked out, which 
poflibly may be fame religious ceremony. 

Among other articles of trade, they 

'brought fame of the largeft and beH· 

feathered cloaks we ever faw, and like

wife fame of the caps. Our purchafes 
to-day confifted of bread-fruit, tarrow, 

,ipe and green plantains, and a few pigf.;. 

F 3 On 
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One or two brought a few [weet pota ... 

toes, but they were very indifferent. The 
trade on our part was nails, knives, fcar

let cloth, and fmall hatchets. Several la

dies made their appearance, and were 
very defirous of coming on board, but 

firiCt orders were given to the contrary. 
Many double-canoes alfo came along-fide 

in the courfe of the day, fome of which 
were large enough to contain thirty people., 
without incommoding each other in the 
leaft. MoR of the Indians who came off 
to-day were curiouily tatowed, particular .. 
ly about the hands, arms, thighs, and legs, 

and fome in every part of their body, 
except the face. Our latitude was 21 

deg. 4 min. N. and in the evening we 
made fail, keeping a N. by E. courfe. 

We now obferved a large tract of land 

to the weftward, which appeared to be a 
feparate iiland; the Indian name of this 
off which we now were was Mow'whee, 

The 28th and 29th were fpent in turn .. 

ing to windward, as was the forenoon 05 
~he 30th, captain Cook being defirous of 

~ettin~ 
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getting round the fouth -eaft point of the 

ifland. In the afternoon at three, though 

we were between feven and eight miles 

from fuore, many of the natives came off 
in their canoes, among which were forne 

double ones, which carried fails, nearly in 

the fame manner as thofe of the Friendly 
meso Captain Cook obferving this, or

dered both veffels to lay-to: we Pllr
.chafed of them great plenty of bread

fruit, a few tarrow roots, ~nd fome of 

their puddings, which were made of 

maihed bread-fruit, and were not difagree

able. They brought off no hogs nor 

fowls, which rather proved a difappoint

ment to us. One of the Indians, who 

appeared to be fomething fuperior to the 

reft, informed us that there were ten of 

thefe iflands in all; that four of them 

were very large, and have each a feparate 

king, the others he faid were [mall, and 

tributary to one or other of the former. 

The largeft was fituated farther to the 

£afi:ward, and was called O'why'hee. In 
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the evening we made fail, ftanding /tQ 

the northward, and N. by E. the wind at 

E. and E. by N. A bout eight a large fail-. 

ing canoe overtook the Refolution, anq 

continued wit~l her all night, towing a ... 

ftern. At twelve we tacked and finod S. 
S. E . 
. When day-light appeared, we found 

ourfelves much farther to windward than 

we expeCted, which circumft:ance muft 

have been occafioned by a current from 
the wefiward, the effeB:s of which we 

had experienced more or lefs ever fince 

our arrival among thefe iilands. In the 

morning we defcried O'why'hee, bearing 
about S. E. by E. A t ten the canoe left 

the Refolution, and made for l'v10w' whee, 

captain I Cook fianding for the former .. 
Our obferved latitude was 20 deg. 42 min~ 

N. and the thermometer fiood at 76 
deg. 

December '2d, we had frefh breezes. 
from the eafl:ward, with open cloudy 
'Yleather, and were employed turning to 

windwarJ~ 
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windward. As we pa{fed along we ob ... 

ferved feveral patches of fnow upon the 

higheR: parts of the land, and at ten, be

ing pretty near the {hare, both iliips lay

to for the canoes, which began to come 
off in great numbers. The ilic,re was ir~ 

regular, and made in cliffs, which in many 

places projeCted into the fea, and formed 

{mall bays, but none large enough to ad

mit our vefids with :G'lfety, it being the 

weather-fide of the iiland, on which ac

count a heavy furf was perpetually break
ing. The country appeared very delight
ful, being <;:uJtivated in almoft every part, 
and interfperfed with the villages of the 
natives, each of which confifted of about 

fourteen or fixteen houfes, and fome of 

them appeared large: the inland parts 

were very woody, and the whole afforded 
a much more pleafing profpeCt than Mow/

whee. Our obferved latitude to-day was 

20 deg. ] 7 min. N. We found the vene

real difeafe raging among thde poor peo

ple~in a violentgegree,fome of wJlOffi were 

infeCted 
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infected mofi terribly; and it was the 

opinion of mofi, that we, in our former 

vifit, had been the caufe of this irreparable 

injury. In the courfe of our traffic we 

had purchafed a few hogs, with abundance 
of bread-fruit, {weet potatoes, tarrow, and 

puddings; and having pretty well cleared 
their canoes, we at fix made fail. In the 
night we obferved a heavy dew falL 

The next day, we fiood off and on ; 
the weather was cloudy, with a heavy, 

damp atmofphere, and the whole "iiland 
was inveloped in clouds. About three 

feveral of our new acquaintance put off to 

us in their canoe3, and having difpofed of 
their fiock, which confified of twelve 

fmall hogs, and a quantity of bread-fruit, 

they departed, and we fiood to the north
ward. 

The two following days were {pent 
in turning to windward, and in the after

noon of the 6th, both iliips brought-to, 

for canoes which our friends put off, laden 

with abundance of hegs, bread-fruit, and 

tarrow, 



( 75 ) 

tarrow, but not a fingle coco nut, which 

appears to be a fcarce article in thefe 

Wands. r n the evening, the weather be

came very thick and cloudy, with lhow

ers of rain, and frelh breezes from the 

eaftward. 

The 7th was pleafant, with flyi~1g 

clouds; and we continued turning or 
rather endeavouring to turn to windward, 
which now became tedious to a degree, 

efpcially as we had loft the affifiance of 

our friendly current. The eaftermoft 

part of the iiland ftill remained at a great 
diftance, but captain Cook fignified his 
determined refolution to get round it, if 

. poffible, as it would be madnefs to at

tempt anchoring on this fide. At ten, 
being well in with the land, both fhips 

tacked and lay-to, when great numbers 
.of canoes put off as ufual, and in them 

JIlany of the women, who were now 

permitt~d to ~ome on board, as it was 
out of our power to leave them in a worfe 

t4te th~n we found them. Poor wretch-

ed 



ed unhappy beings; what a curfe is en
tailed upon them t-, There being a fwell 

to-day, the motion of the fbips by no 

means agreed with our poor friends, moIl: 

of whom betrayed evident marks of tlck

nefs, efpecially the ladies, who in the 

midft of their amorous intercourfe were 

not proof againft the efforts of nature, 

but generally overflowed their unfortu

nate fwains, with a ilream not the moft 

pleating. Our trade to-day was very 
briik, and we bought plenty of hogs, 

bread-fruit, tarrow, {weet potatoes, and 

plantains, both ripe and green. In the 

evening we made fail, and the next day 
we had frdh breezes, with frequent !how

ers of rain, and a heavy fwdl from the 
E. N. E. 

The 9th, loth, and I I th, were em

ployed in turning to windward; and, 

baving nearly exhaufied Ot;r Hock i~f 

frefh provitions, on the J 3th we lay-tG 
for canoes, and again procured :l fre. b. 
recrui~. The weather w~s variable, 1()me-

times 
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times cloudy and rainy, at others fine and 

clear. Our latitude, on the 20th, was 19 

deg. 45 min. N. and in the afternoon we 

bought a few hogs, &c. We had fl:m 

a long tract of land to get round, which, 

with an almofl: conftant eailern wind, and 

a heavy fwell from the fame quarter, ren

dered our fituation very difagreeable and 

irkfome. 

On the 2 dt, we again lay-to, and pur

chafed a confiderable number of hogs, 

bread-fruit, potatoes, plantains, and tar

row: having now fecured a Hock fuffi

cient to fupport us for feveral days, W€, 

in the evening, made fail, being determin

ed to fl:retch a good way to the north

ward, in order, if pollible, to clear t;,~ 

eafl:ermofl: point of the il1and. 

On the 24th, the {hips loft fight of 

each other, and did not jOi;1 company till 

near a fortnight afterwards. The 25th, 

being Chrifl:mas day, the fnips companies 

had double allowance of provifion and 

grog, and in the afternoon we c:lUgnt 

two {harks. 



The 27 th was very unfettled, being 

alternately calm and fqually, with thick, 
heavy, cloudy weather, which altered for 

the better next day; but, on the 29th, 
refumed its former appearance, till to
wards night, when it became fair, with 
calms. 

In the afternoon of the 3cth, a light 

breeze fprung up from the weitward, 

which, at:fix in the evening, ihlfted to 

the fouthward. The whole day was rainy 
and very difagreeable. 

1779· January the lit, we had a frefu 
breeze from the S. S. E. Our latitude 
was 20 deg. 10 min. N. The wind con
tinued in the S. S. E. quarter till the 3d, 

when, at eleven in the forenoon, a breeze 

fprung up from the eaitward, and in the 
courfe of the night we had fome paffing 
{howers. 

The 2 d, was fine and clear, and our 
breeze now frelhened up confiderably. 

Being nO'.v a good difiance to the eafiward 

of the iiland, we flee-red a S. \V. courfe, 

S and 
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and at noon altered it to \V. by S,. being 
well to the fouthward. Our latitude was 
J 9 deg. 25 min. N. and at three in the 
afternoon we faw the land right a-head, 

about fix leagues diftant, according to the 
heft judgment we could form, as it was 

very thick and hazy over it. At night, 
we hauled our wind, franding off a.nd on, 
and had a few pailing fuowers. 

In the morning at five, we defcried the 

land, bearing W. and at eight the ex

tremes in fight bore N. 3 2 ~ deg. w. 
and S. 65 deg. W., our difiance from 
fuore being four miles. At nine, we 

had many of the natives in their canoes 

along-fide, who were welcome vifitors, as 

our frock or hogs, bread-fruit, &c. was. 
nearly at an end. This part of O'wh'yhee 

(the S. E. fide) was lefscultivated and 
more thinly inhabited than the other fide, 

but a'fforded many rural and delightful 

profpeCts, the houfes of the natives ap
pearing in various fpots, furrounded with 

tree;, 
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trees, and at {orne little diftance intermixf 

with plantations of various kinds. At 

noon, our obferved latitude was 19 deg. 
] 9 min. N. and at two the Difcovery 

brought-to, and fent her large cutter iIi
ihore, to found a place which had the 

appearance of a harbour, but at five :lhe 
returned without fuccefs, having fourtd 

nothing that could anfwer that purpofe; 

they had founded about a mile and a half 

from the ihore, but got no ground at 

forty fathom, and, when nearer in, found 

a heavy fea running clofe in-ihore. The 

inhabitants brought off five or fix hog~, 

fome potatoes, a great quantity of fait, 
fiih both dried and falted, but not a fingte 
bread-fruit, or tarrow root. We alfo 
purchafed feven fine albecores, the largeft 

of which weighed twenty-nine pounds. 
At fix, we hauled our wind, and flood 

-off and on for the night, under our double

reefed top-fails and mizen-flay-fail, as we 
had a very freih breeze. 

5 The 
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The next m.orning (Jan. 6th), at fix, 

,'"e bore ;t way, keeping a S. V,r. courfe, 

and at half paft ten hauled up fJr a har·· 

bour, about five leagues from what 

appeared to be the wefierll point of 
O'why'hee; but [oon after, rome of our 
people at the maft head feeing t~e Re[o

lution, we bore away for her, fteering a 
W. by N. courfe. Our latitude to-day 

was 18 deg. 59 min. N. At half paft 

one in the afternoon, ',ve jG:n.ed the Re[o

lution, and captain Clerke waited upon 

captain Cook. It feenls, on the night we 

parted company, that, at twelve, {he had 

tacked and fLood towards the land, ·whim 

the Difcovery, on the contrary, had pur

rued her courfe. Through the darknefs 

of the night, however, £he had got fa 

clofe to a ledge of rocks, \v1>ich lay at 

[orne difiance from the S. E. point of the 

land, that it was '.'iith t:le utmofl: diffi

culty and danger {he could cle"r them: 
hazardous as the attempt was, {he was 

obliged to continue her courfe, for if :£he 
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'1 't eked l' n all human probability fhe J.l:lcl a , 

mufl: have gone afhore when in frays; 

fortunately, however, by keeping her as 

clofe to fle wind as pollible, fhe weather

ed them. 
In ~]E~ eourfe of the afternoon, w~ pur

ch2Jed fome fine hogs, plantains, potatoes, 
, , C • d 1: tan'my, treaa IrUlt, cocoa-nuts, an Iugar 

cane. C f the two latter articles we had· 

[eell none ly:;fore; the fugar cane was 

excellent, but the cocoa nuts greatly in

ferior to thofe of the Society I £les. At 

fix: ia the eveaing, we made fail, and 

flood off and 011 for the night. 

January t:le 7th, we had fine, clear, 
pleafant Yvea~iler, and at ten, being 

well in {hore, we, according to cufl:om, 

brought-to for our friendly vifitors; 

though mofi of us now began to be moil: 

hea.rtily tired of this work} and were im

patient to £i:J.d a fecure harbour where , 
we mis:ht enjoy the blellings of nature 
quiet and undiB;urbed. Several of the 

Indians to-day were much furprifed at 

the 
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the fize of the ihips, and too!·: very (::-:::"u 

dimenfions of them, both in length and 

breadth. \Ve continued this method for 

feveral days, bringing-to in the morning 
and ftanding off at night. The winc:s, 

from the bth to the 15th, were very 

light, and chiefly in the wefierl y qUJ.rter, 

which rendered our progrefs down this 

fide of the Wand very tedious, and \7e 

found a firong current fetting to t:1e czJ1:

ward. We were now off a D:1rt of the 
~ 

ifiand, which had rather a remad:::~blc 

appearance, tnere bein; lari.~;~ tr~: _ of a 
dark and almoft black matter, which Vie. 

at firfi fuppofed was the foil \vhich the 
natives had dug up and n,~nu;'ed; bet 

we afterwards found it was the p~'c,duce 

.of a volcano, being in faa nothing but 

lava. We now began to be apprehenfi-/c 

that this iDand afforded no Ihelter for our 

ihips, as we had nearly made the circuit 

of it, Mow'whee having been open on 

this fide of it for fever~l days paft. The 

next morning, however, (Jan. 16th) we 
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faw a part of the land, which had the ap
pearance of one, and at eight the Refo

lution's pinnace, attended by the Difco

very's large cutter, 'were fent in-:Chore to 
examine it, and in the evening they re

turned with the agreeable and pleafing 

news of having found a tolerable good 

one. Trade to-day was very bri:fk, and 
we had great numbers of the natives both 

on board and along-fide, who began to 

ihew their dexterity in the thieving way, 

and even fome of the arees were as bad 

as the mob. Night coming on, we made 

a firetch off, intending at day-break to 
make the beft of our ,yay for the har
bour. 

The next morning was clear and plea

fant, but ,ve '.vere unlucky in having no 

wind; of courfe, all our boats were a

head towing, and with much difficulty 

we arrived in the harbour at half paft ten, 

attended by an incredible concourfe of the 
people in their <;anoes: the :Chores and 

hills were likewife lined with them and , 
at 
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at a moderate computation there could 

not be fewer than eight thoufand. It 

was with the greatefi: difficulty th3,t we 
could move or Hir on board, for the ihips 
were thronged with them in every part, 

the men having taken poiTeffion of the 

upper-decks, and the women being near

ly as numerous below. In this Gtuation, 

we were obliged to turn them out of the 

fhips till we were moored and a little fet 

to rights; but this was not effected with

out fame trouble, for if they were drove 

away in one part, they crowded in 

in another. But at length we got 

them off the quarter-deck, and centries 

were placed in the g::mgways to prevent 
their return. In the afternoon, we moor

ed ihip, and in the evening we were a

gain crowded with company) efpecially 

the women, who were remarkably anxious 

to engage themfelves to our people. As 

night came on, the men departed, but the 

ladies were fo.much attached to the fhips, 
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that they determined to fpend the night 

rft<.::r e; a favour which was accordingly 

granted them. 

C HAP. XXV:. 

fire viJited ~1' two women of rank, and a Chiif 

namedPurraah-the arrival of Terriaboo' 

-an (,'\;cwjion into the country-fame ac

cOllnt qfit-ti!c wpta£JZS receive a prifent 

from 1erriaboo'-leave Karrakacooah 

Bay-the R~/ollitioJZ JPrings her jore-mqJl, 

and is obliged to return-audacity of the 

I'?dic7.'S ill thieving-death of captain 

C·· I
, and p1' '-,'eiIJzers ;n N'.(,q,r""c" ,,-,,>1 .. ) VvC l ... 6 " l-V/~/L ... uL/", ,,-

procure lome of his remains and bury 
tlle'IT-c::r dep(jrture. 

Th, 1 ONDA Y (Jan. 18th). In the 

1'/ morning, at day light, our friends 

began to ma!,e their appearance, bring

ing off every thing the ifland p:;-2~~uced 
in the greatefi abundance. The Refo-

1 utioD.' s rigging wanting many rep:lirs, 

her top-mans, &c. were taken down, the 

Lnmch~s 



launches and other boats were got out, 

and the afironomers and other tents, with 

the marines, were fent on ihore, and e

reCted upon a fpot of ground in the 

neighbourhood of a morai, or burying 
place; on which account the adjacent 

ground is deemed facred, and nobody but 

fome particular people, whom we fuppof

ed were priefts, were permitted to ap

proach it. 

This morning a woman of great dif

tinCtion vifited the £hips: {he was dd:' 

tinguiihed from the inferior fort by being 

exceffive fat, the mark of an di'c:e in thefe 

as well as in the Friendly and Society 

liles, though not in fo high a degree: 

her wrifts were adorned with an enor

mous pair of bracelets, compofed of 

boars tuiks, each of which forl1led a 

curve of at leafl: eight inches; ihe wore 

a necklace of braided hair, in the front 

of which was a large piece of bone, cu
rioufly formed and highly poliihed, and 

was cloathed in a much greater quantity 

G 4 of 
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of cloth than ufual, She took a gO(;ld 

deal of notice of every thing, and, hav~l1g 

fatisfied her C].uiofity, departed. In the af
ternoon, me retqrned wit'h another wo~~ap, 
much fUDerior to herfelf in fize, but with-

~ , 

out thofe bracelets; ./be appeared to be 

her finer: they ftaid on board upwards 
of two hours, and then returned to the 

fuore, after having received feveral pr~

fents from the captains, fueh as beads and 

looking-glaifes, 
much pleafed. 
we had feveral 

with which they were 

Befides thefe women., . . 
other viGtors of confe-

quence, amongfl: which was a young man 

whofe name was Purdah, and, as we 

were informed, a principal attendant of 
Terriabo'o, who was the king of the 

illand: he was about five feet eight ip. 
height, his perfon was pleaGng, and h~ 
appeared to be poffeffed of great goo~ 
nature. 

In the afternoon, fame of the natives 
flole a large knife from the butcher~ 
which he ufed in cutting up the hogs~ 

9 This 



This young man no fooner heard of the 

rheft, than he got into his canoe, and in 
about two hours returned with it; and 

afterwards appeared very affiduous in 

preventing the native~ from thieving. 

There ~as alia another regulation he put 

in praCtice, which was, to order all the 

women on lhore during the day, but to 

return at ni:;ht. This proved of fingular 

ufe to us; f:'I if they had been permitted 

to flay, they would have attracted the at
tention of our feamen fa much, that no
thing would have been done. Th~ next 

day (19th), the Difcovery fent her launch 
on lhore for flones to ball aft her, which job 

I 

~he Refolution took care to finiili bef.ore 

our departure from Samganoodha. 

The 2cth, all hands were bufily em

ployed, fame about the rigging, and 

9thers in the holds; the caulkers about 

the lhip's fides, and the fail-makers on 

fume, Plending and altering fails, in two 

houf~s pf th~ pative~, near the obferva
torie~r 

Th~ 
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The 2 Ifl: and 2Z.I were cloudy, with 

fmall rain; but on Saturday be z.::d, we 

had fine, clear w(:ather. W' e fuppofed 

there had been much wind out at fea, 

h:n'in:; a fwell :n the bay, and a heavy 

furf 'breaking upon the beach. 
This morning (2.; th \ Purra.ah inform~ 

ed us that Terriaboo' would be here 

to-morrow; and at the fame time ordered 
all the women to leave the £hips, and go 
on {hore, and the canoes that were along

fide to depart, and not to open a trade 

again till farther orders. Captain 'Cook 

not approving of the Refolution's birth, 
fhifted her to another . 
. In confequence of yefterday's order, we 

1,vere to-day entirely by ourfelves, not a 

foul daring to approach us. In the after

noon Terriaboo' arrived in a very large 
double-canoe, and went on board the 
Rcfolution. 

The next day (Tuefday 26th), the king 

again vifited the captain, and in the after ... 
noon ,vent on {hore in his canoe, attended 

by 



by two other large canoes, each, as well 

as his own, carrying a vall number of 

caps, cloaks, images compafed of baflKet

work, and covered with red feathers, 

which were intended as a prefent to cap

tain Cook, who foon after followed. 

The day following (27th), the king 

made the captains a prefent of coco-nuts, 

bread-fruit, plantains, fugar-cane, and 

thirty hogs each. Salt being avery plen
tiful article here, the butchers were con
tinual}y employed in corning pork. 

The next morning, feveral gentlemen of 

both ihips made an e:curfion into the 

country; another party had been fent the 

day before by captain Cook, with direc

tions to make what obfervations they 

could relative to the foil and produce of 

the place. On Saturday evening both 
partiet) returned, and the latter made their 

report to the captain. After afcending 

part of the hill, which was covered in 

~very direction with plantations of fugar-

.;ane, 
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m.(\~, [weet potatoes, tarrow, plantains, 

:,;'.·1 bread-fruit trees i"wl1ich were by far 

the lart,'e::: they had feen), they arrived at 

;1 fpot of land entirely uncultivated, and 

over-run with long grafs and ferns. At 
fome din ,let from this were four or five 
{mall huts, t~le habitations of a few poor 

people, \yhc{"e bufinefs ~1p~c.:].red to be, to 

cultiv:;l.c i~::\,-eral plantations of tan·ow, 

that probably belonged to fome of the 

arees or l~l'incipal people. They had no

thi::; to difpofe of, but two fmall fowls, 

a few roots of tl,rrow, and a [mall quan

tity of p:;ey as they called it, which was 
a kind of pudding made of potatoes, maih

ed up 'ivith wat..::r, and confiitutes the prin

cipal part of the food of the lC)'.:,-er claf" 
of people. The foil in this part was 

light, and of a different kind to that be-

1.ow. Having purchafed the fowls and 

tarrow, they left the huts and proceeded 
to the wood (which was about two mile~ 

diftant), through a confiderable traCt of 

waft~ 
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wafie ground, entirely over-run with long 

grafs, ferns, and the dracr:t:na terminalis ; 

the foot-path was fometimes pretty good, 

but in general fioney, though not i.l1 fo 
great a degree as the lower parts: thefe 

ftones were evidently the produuion of 

a volcano. On entering the wood~ they 

were entertained with the notes of a vo.

riety of birds, which rendc::red their walk 

doubly pleaGng; and having lCYer;cl boys 

with them, who profeffed the art of bird

catching, they were fet to work, and in a 

:lhort time procured i'everal. They ufe a 
kind of bird-lime for this purpo[e, and are 

befides very expert in imitating the dlf

ferent notes of birds. 

As they proceeded, they arrived at a 

long trau of ,,,ild plaintain-trees, which 

far exceed the cultivated ones in fize ; 

they produce fruit like them, but it never 

arrives at perfeEtion. The path no,7 be

caIne very dirty and flippery, the foil be

ing a iliff yellow clay, interfperfcd with 

large frones. They faw a variety of trees, 
one 
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one fpecies of which was very tall and 

larr-c and its leaves 2"reatly refembled thofe o , 0 

of thefpice-treesof Vandiemen's land; this 

is the wood of which the natives make 

their canoes. 

Some time after they arrived at fome 

huts or rather {heds belonging to thofe 

who had been building, or rather forming 

canoes; ::tt a little difiance lay the re

mains of a large tree, which they had 

been at work upon. It was propofed 

th::1.t they {houid dine here, and the fowls 

and tarrow being produced, the men made 

a fire, and the huts (though [0 [mall and 

ruinous) being furnifhed with an oven, 

every thing \','2.S ready in a {hort tir.:1e. 
Th'2Y at firfl:: intended [pending the night 

there, but not bcin:; furnifhed with fuf

f1cient clothing, al;d the Indians telling 

them what cold they would experience, it 

was agreed to repair to the huts they had 

left in the morning, and there cit:e up their 

lodging. Having after dinner pur[ued 

their fom:::r path, 'as far as it was pra{tf-

cable, 
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cable, they turned back, and in the even~ 

ing arrived at their phce of defl:ination. 

In the courfe of the night they found it I 

very cool, though in the day it was hot to 

a degree, and the numbers of rats that 

were perpetually running over them, pre

vented their fleeping too much. 

In the morning, having bre2.1~f:d~ed up

on fome roafted tarrow, they walked down 

the hill to the weIl:ward, to procure fome

thing more fubftantial for dinner; and in 

the fpace of half an hour arrived at fJmc 

houfes moIl: delightfully fituated, :cmidft 

a number of bread-fruit and plantain trees, 

and having purchafed two {mall hogs and 

fome bread-fruit, fet off for their laft 

night's habitation, 2.nd in their way put 

up feveral flocks of black and white 

plover, that were feedi,>:::; in the planta

tions. Having left their provilion to the 
care of· t11e two natives they had brought 

with them, they proceeded in a N. VV. 
direction, with an intent to penetrate 

through the wood, which ZLt the diftance 
they 



they then were, appeared very thin; but 
upon their approach they found it cori

fiderably more over-run with underwood 
and ferns than that to the northward, and 

forming feveral deep vallies, which effec
tually flopped their progrefs in that direc

tion. They tried in feveral other places, 

but meeting with the fame obflruCtions, 

were obliged to give up the point. The' 
next morl'.ing was fix:ell upon fot their 

return to the !hips; but they took a dif

ferent rout to their former one, proceedq 

ing nearly in a \V.· N. W. dIrection, 
through innumerable plantations of the 
paper mulberry-tree, bread-fruit, and' 

plantain trees, vvhich formed an extenfive 
garden, and rendered the houfes which 

w.ere u'cuated there delightfully pleafant. 
In the courfe of;heir walk, they obferved 

leveral morais or burying places, very 
different from any they had feen before" 

and which the ihortnefs of their time to , 
th.eir great regret, would not permit them 

to examine. Having arrived near the 

fummit 
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:nithmtt of the hill, or rock which torm~ 
the N. \V. part of the bay, fiones and 
cinders became very predominant, not the 
leafi {oil being vifible; and here and there 
a folitary houfe was placed, which ren

dered the fcene fiil1 more melancholy, and 
afforded a firikipg contrafi: to the former 

'part of their walk. At fome difiance 

from this, they obferved nothing but a 

dreary ttaCl of cinders and :ll:ones, and at 
the termination of the hill, this v-olcanic 
confufion became much more firiking; 
there being caverns of various fizes forced 

open by the hea~ of the fire, at the bot

toms of which the lava at firft fight ap

peared even almo:ll: in a fluid flate. 

Having defcended this hill with fame dif

ficulty, they were met at the bottom by 
great numbers of the natives, who crouced 

round them fo as almoft to prevent their 
moving; at length however they got to 
the beach, and having hired a canoe ar .. 
rived on board. 

VOL. II. H In 
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In the night fome of the houfes of the 11a."

tives caught fire, and were [oon burnt dowhr 

Od Monday morning (Feb. If I), the' 

launches of both £hips were employed in 

bringing off wood from the £hore, which 

captain Cook had purchafed of the king ;. 

and in the evening there was a heivah on 

fuore, which conilfied of boxing, wreft

ling, &c. 
The next day in the afternoon, Terrl

aboo' pre[ented captain Cook with near 

two hundred [mall hogs, a great num

her of coco nuts, bread-fruit, tar row, and 

potatoes; and in the evening there 'was 

another heivah, after which fome fire

"works were exhibited for the diverfion 

and amufement of his majefl:y. 

February 3d, we were preparing for 

rea, and the next morning (ThuriClay 4. th ), 

at half paft five both veffels weip-hed and 
o 

made fail, attended by a numerous retinue 
of canoes, both double and :lingle, ei.nd 

many of both with [ails. Om ,yind was 

very 
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very light, and our obferved latitude was 
19 deg. 30 min. N. 

The next day (Feb. 5th), at ten, we 
had a fine breeze) which continued till 

five in the evening, and then it became 

calm. Terriaboo' vifited the Difcovery; 

and dined with the captain; he brought 
with him a great number of coco nuts, 

tarrow, fome hogs, and feveral fine fifh, 

~nd in the aftern )on went on fuore, as 
did moil: of the natives, who accompanied 

us in their canoes. 
In the morning at four, we had a breeze 

from the E. N. E. which in the evening 

frefhened into a gale, and continued all 

night, and drove us confiderably to lee..;, 

ward of Mow'whee, whefe it was cap

tain Cook's intention to il:op fot fome 

days, being aifured by the natives that 
the iiland afforded an excellent harbour. 

The gale continued without inter

miffion till five in the aftetlioon of the 

next day, when it became very moderate, 

and the wind fuifted to the fouthward, 

H 2 but 
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but [oon after became variable with heavy' 

fquans, which kept up more or leis an 
night~ During _the morning, tht fhi,ps· 

roil fight of each other. 

The next day (Feh. St11) it moderated~ 
but ftill kept i.n the E. N. E., and N. E • 

. by N. quarter. In the morning we faw 

the Refolution a good difiance to leeward 

ef us, and at eleven were under the lee of 

the north-point of O'why/hee; we faw 

many porpoifes. At noon the ,,,,cather" 

became cloudy, wIth heavy [quaIls of 

wind and rain, and in the evening it wa& 

-very v~riabl'e and unfettled, being alter

nately calm and [qual}y, with the wind in 

every diretlion of the compa[s. 

At two in the morning \ Feb. 9 th), the 

Refolution hailed the Difco'\'c::ry, and in

rormed her that ihe had fprung hel' fore

f0ail, on. \y hich account captain Cook in

fended to make the heft of his way to the 

old barbour. Our weather proved very 

.:1ifagreeable, with a fhange unaccount

able fea, attended with a very fhort and 

heavy 



( 101 ') 

:'heavy fwell, one of which came rO\71illg 

in at the great c:tbin windows, and aln'1Oi1: 

.carried a\'\ray every thing :in it. Our ob

fcrved latitude was 20 deg. 5 min. N. 
,Ve found a fh-ongcurrent running to the 

northward. 

The next day was doudy, with heavy 

1bowers of .rain, and the whole of it fpent 

'in tr ... deavouring to regain our port, but 
without fueeds, [0 V'lere obliged ·to fund 

'OfF and on all n·ight. 
Thurfday (the J I tb.) ,\YCI.S fine, with 

flying clouds, ",nd at half pail: :fix in the 

morning, the Refolution anchored in the 
bay; the Difcovery not being far enough 

-to the eail:ward, was obliged to tack and 
:turn to windward, a.nd at nine dropped 

her anchor likewife. All hands were: 

i mmedia tel y ern ployed in preparing 10 get 

out the Re{o.lution's fore-maft, which job 
was next day effeCted, when it was con
veyed on {hore, and the carpenters of 
both {hips fet to work upon it. The na

tivef e.arne off as before, and we purehafed 

H 3 hogs, 
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hogs, bread-fruit, tarrow, and other pro .. 
duc:tions of the ifland, as u[ual; but we 

could not avoid obferving that they were 

more bold and daring in their attempts 

to thieve than before. 

Saturday the 13th, the weather was. 

dC2.r and pleafant, and our carpenters 

Y1CrC at wotk upon the mafi, while our 

launches Y'\-er;~ employed in filling water, 

out of a kind of well in the rocks, near 

the head of the bay. The natives \Vere 

on board as ufual, trading for hogs, &.c. 
and the \yomen were alfo trading in their 

\',-a\'. It mufi be obferved, that many of 

t:1C Indians had been, both now and be
fore, yery ~tteDtiye to the armourer 

whilfi at \\'ork:, and took particular no

tlce of the tongs and chiffels which he 

made ufe of, with his mode of u{ing them; 

and finding that they were fo eITentially 

neceffary in the forming the' differel;t 

iron-work, they had long beheld thelll 

with an e:lgcr eye, and were fully per

fuadec1) if ~hey were but once poffeffed of 

them~ 
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tbem, they alfo could work as we1l as 

we. Urged by' this motive, one of them, 

a.t the inftigation of Purra'ah (as we after

wards found) watched an opportunity~ 

while the armourer of the Difcovery's 

back was turned, feized the tongs and 

jumped over-board; fome of our people 

immediately pur[ued, and foon took him, 

and being brought on board, he received 

a fevere flogging. In the afternoon, 

another fellow, fet on likewife by Pur

ra'ah, ran from the oppofite fide of the 

deck, and in the face of feveral people 

feized both tongs and chifTel, with which 

he made off. This was [0 fudden an,d 

daring an attempt, that for fame time we 

were at a lois how to aCl, and the man had 

got on board a canoe that was waiting for 
him at a diftance, before a boat was lcnt 

in purfuit of him. Several mu:fkets wert. 
fi,red, but without effeCl, and the canoe 

had greatly the advantage of our boat. 
Purraah, who was at this time on board, 

[aid he would endeavour to recover thfm~ 

H 4 and 
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i'mmediately put off. After a long chace, 

the canoe got in-fuore, and the man 

landed: the boat arrived foon after, and 

Mr. Edgar, the mafter of the Difcovery, 

who had been fent in her, landed alfo. 

The natives upon this pelted them with 

fienes, and a ikirmifu enfued; Purra'ah, 

who [oon come after, feized Mr. Edgar, 

and fecured his arms behind him. At 

this inftant, the Refolution's pinnace ar ... 

rived, and one of the men, feeing lVlr. 

Edgar's fituation, firuck Purra 'ah with 

his oar, who inftantly [dzed and broke 

it, and now the bufile became more gene ... 

ral. C.ptain Cook, who was on {hore, 

and he:lrd the firing, and likewife faw the 

boat in purfuit of the canoe, came in the 

midft of the [cuffle, and having quieted 

the people as much as he could, inquired 

into the affair, and upon receiving the 
above information, infified upon the fioleQ 
good s being reftored, and after fome time 

Purra'ah returned them. Our people in. 
the boats, enceavoured to take the canoe 

, ~ 

6 which 
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which we found was the property of the 

above man, but were obliged to defifr, 

after receiving fome fevere blows. 

The next morning (Feb. 14th), at day 
light, the Difcovery's large cutter~ which 
had been fecured to the buoy, was miffing; 
thefe audacious rogues having contrived 
to carry it off in the courfe of the night, 

without being perceived. This was a 

theft which could not be overlooked Oil 

any account, as the lofs of [0 capital a 

boat might prove of great con[eq1.lence 
to us in the remaining part of the voyage. 
Captain Clerke waited upon captain Cook 

and informed him of what had happened. 
After fome deliberation, the beft method 
that could be thought of, (a method 
which, in other iflands,had often been 

tried, and always met with fuccefs) was 

to fecure the king; and the only way to 

do thig was to invite him on board, and 
then place centries over him, after which 

we could make our own terms with 

th~m. It was alfo thought advifeable to 

fend 
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fend boats to different parts of the bay, 
to prevent any of the natives from mak .. 

ing their efcape in their canoes. Things 

being thus far fettled, the Refolution's 

great ?~'1d fmall cutter, attended by 
t1: ': Difcovery's finall cutter and jolly. 

h>tf,. all 'well manned and armed, were 
<1i)~?"~ch;::d to the various parts of the, 

bay, with orders to flop all canoes that 
fhould attempt to make their efcape, and 

if they proved refraCtory, to fire at and 
kill fome of them, as captain Cook wa$ 
determined to l~t them fee he was not to 

be trifled with' any lQnger. In the inte

rim, the captain, with the lieutenant of 
marines, went in his pinnace, attended 

by the launch '(in which were the ma

rines and fame of the officers, all well 

armed), to the N. W. point of tl~e bay, 
where the king refided. The natives, 
fufpeCling poHibly that fame enquiry' 
would be made relatiV\e to the boat had , 
affembled there in greater numbers thaq 

u[ual. Upon landing, the marin~s vV'ere' 
+~ .. 

dra\vn 



( 107 ) 

drawn up in a line upon the beach, with 
the ferjeant at their head, and captain 

Cook, with M r Philips, proceeded to the 
king's houfe; but not finding him there, 

enquired of the natives where he was, 
who told them he was at a houfe not far 

diftant. They walked on, and found 
him, apd, after fome little time, the cap

tain invited him to go on board, which 
he very readily was going to do, but 
fome women, and others of hi$ atten
dants, who probably were apprehenfive 
of fome defign, earnefily begged and in
treated that he would not. Almoft at 

this inftant, three J ndians in a canoe ar

ri ved from the other fide of the bay, with 

an account of one of their principal arees 
being £hot by our people. They had 
been to both £hips, where they told their 
ilory in very lamentable terms? but not 
meeting with that pity and redrefs which 

they probably thought they had a right 
to expeCt, they proceeded to the :Chore, 

vvhere their tale was received in a very 
different 
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rlifferent manner. A general murmur of 
difcontect \I'as heard to prevail, and many 

of them began to arm themfelves with 

[pears and daggers. This circumfunce 

was obferved by lVlr Philips, and he 

communicated his apprehenfiol1s to cap

tain Cook, who was at this time in the 
midfl: of a crowd, and of cour[e was 
not able to watch their motions. The 

ferjeant of marines a1fo, who was at 
fame dift::mce, faw them arming; and, as 
the tumult rather increafed, called feveral 

times to the captain to warn him of his 
danger; but there feemed to be a degree 

of infatuation attending him, which ren .. 

dered him deaf to every thing! The 

1110b now preffed upon him, and he was 

[een to pufh them back, exclaiming, at 

the fame time, " get away-get away." 
At length one of them behaved very 
in[olently, and threw fiones at him: the 

captain, having his double-barreled gun, 
fired, but miffed him, and iliot the next 

wan to him. The marines, hearing the 

report 
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i'epmt of the gun, imagined that ioml~ 

mifchief had been done, and, without 

orders, began to fire alfo': this rendered 

matters frill worfe ; and captain Cook, 

now feeirrg his danger, was making to 

the boats as faft as the crowd would per

mit him1 but received a flab between his 
fuoulders from a chief who was behind 
him; the man was going to repeat his 
blow, but was {hot by the ferjeant of ma
rines. The marines had no [ooner fired,. 
than the people in the lauc::.ll, from the 
fame reafon, fired likewife, and now the 
uproar became general: the captain did 

not fall in confequel1ce of his wound, 

but frill preifed towards the boats; the 
Indians, however, ru:fhed upon him, and~ 

with clubs and frones, {oon put a period 
to his exifience! The commanding of
ficer of the Refolution (which was at 
leaft half a mile nearer the fpot than the 

Difcovery) alarmed at the report of the 
guns, gave orders for the gre,at guns 

to be pointed and. fired at them, which 

.appeared 
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appeared to create much £laughter and 

confufion. Mr Philips, and his party of 
marines, were obliged to jump ioto the 
water: but fome of them not being able to 

fwim, were dragged on {bore by the na

tives, who foon difpatched them. The 

remaining number with difficulty reach

ed the boats: the ferjeant of marines was 

wounded in the neck, and received a fe

vere blow upon the head from a fl:one; 
one of the private men had the point of 

a fpear, which broke off, fixed under his 

left eye; Mr Philips was wounded in 
the {boulder, and a corporal and three 

private men were killed. The Indians 

behaved with great refolution and intre

pidity, and notwithfianding a fevere fire 
was kept up for fome time afterwards, 

they maintained their ground, and as 

foon as one fell, another immediately 
fupplied his place. 

Finding it impoffible to recover the 

caF~ain's body, the boats ceafed firing, 
and made the beft of their way on board; 

and 
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and foon after, ~J r \Villiamfon, the third 

lieutenant of the Refolution, waited upon 

captain Clerke with the above melancholy 
news! 

Let us for a moment take a flight re
trofpeB:ive view of this fad affair !-The 

natives certainly had no intention at ilrJi: 

of deftroying captain Cook or any of his 

party. The c;lufe firfi originated in the 

death of the (lrec, who was iliot by our 

people: it was this circumihnce which 

alarmed them-and in confequence of 

this it was that they armed themfelves. 

At this period clptain Cook might have 

returned on board with fafety: but he 
was unfortunate in miffing the man '\v ho 

behaved infolent to him, and ihooting an

Ol her-he was unfortunate in the firing 

of the marines-and equally fo in the 

firing of the people in the launch; all 

which happened in the fpace of a minute. 

In ihort, the whole appears to have been 

caufed by a chain of events which could 

no more be forefeen than prevented! 

3 The 
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The tents, obfervatories, and the Re'
[olution's mail: being on the oppofite 

fuore, a {hong party were foon after fent 

to proteCt them, while the people were 

gettiEg their things off. The boats 

which were fent to prevent the efcape of 

the canoes~ coming on board, were like
wife Jjfpatched to affifl: in bringing off 

the mafl:, &c. ObfePling a great num

ber of the natives running towards the 

tents, the Difcovery fired feveral great 

guns, ,vhich put a ftop to their proceed .... 

ings for fome time. Several of the fea

men and marines took poffeffion of a 

morai near the tents, which was confide ... 

tably elevated above the common level, 

and, as the Indians approached, fired at 

them, which kept them at 'bay, but did 

r::) great executioa; for they had no foon

er thrown a ftone than they ran behind 

their houfes, and by this means prevent
ed our men fron takinp" aim o • 

"~>.bout noon, the Refolution's mafi , 
wi,h th~ ~cnt'3) oLC::ryatories, &c. were 

brought 
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brought on board. In the afternoon, the 

launch of the Difcovery, with the Refo..; 

lution's large cutter, pinnace, jolly boat~ 

and [mall cutter, were fent in-thore with 

a flag of truce, under the command of Mr. 
King, the fecond lieutenant of the Refo

lution, who was in great efieem with an 
the principal people of the H1and, to try 

if the captain's body could be procured 
by fair me2..ns. Upon the approach of 
the boats to' the fuore, the natives began 
to throw fiones; but \vhen the flag was 

hoified, they defifted, and feveral came off 

to the boats, The body being demand

ed, fome told Mr King that it ihould be 
brought off on the morrow, others faid 

that it was cut to pieces. NO'lhing far

ther could be learned from them; the 

boats therefore returned. The lllips com

panies, e:x.afperated to the highdt degree 
at the 10fs of their commander, and ftill 
more enraged at this behaviour of the 

Indians, defired captain Clerke's permif
{ion to go on fuore, geclaring that they 

VOL. II. I would 
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'Would bring off the body, in [pight of 
every thing, and burn down the town: 
this rafh requeft of theirs was, however, 

prudently denied. During the night, 

a good look-out was ordered to be kept, 

left the Indians fhould meditate an attack, 
and a boat was direCted to row continually 

round the fhips. 
Monday, Feb. 15th. Flying clouds, 

with fhowers of rain. About ten in the 
morning, three of the natives (one of 
whom was a priefi) came off with a flag 

of truce. He told us we fhould have the 

captain's body to-morrow, and was very 

defirous that captain Clerke and Mr. King 

iliould go on ihore with him; but this 

was entirely out of t:le queftion. In the 

afternoon, the tlFet1:s of captain Cook 

were difpofed of; and 2.bout half paft 
[even in the eveLir"g, we were alarmed 
by the firing 0;:' t';"i0 ~uik:ets on board the 

ReLlution. Upon enquiry, we found 

that the centry had difcovered two I n

dians in a canoe under the fhip's bows: 

they 
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they begged us to defift from all aCls of 
violence, as they came on terms of friend .. 
iliip; and having hauled their canoe into 
the pinnace, which was along-fide, they 
came on board, one having a bundle un
der his arm. Mr. King, who ran upon 
deck immediately upon the difcharge of 
the mu{k.ets, perfeCtly recolleCted one of 
them, who had always :£hewn a great at
tachment to captain Cook. When intro
duced into the great cabin, they untied 

the bundle, which, upon examination, 
contained the fleihy part of a man's thigh, 
the bone being taken out: this, they told 

us, belonged to captain Cook, and was all 

that remained of him, the reft being 
burnt. As they had brotlght this off by 
ftealth, they were fearful of coming on 
board till it was dark, left they iliould be 

obferved by any of their own people. 

Having ftaid till ten, they returned to 

the fuore. 
About twelve, three girls from the 

M.orai fide of the bay, fwam on board" 
I 2 a.ad 



C . II6 ') 

and foon after a canoe, in which were 

two Indians, came along-fide, but were 
defired' to return, which they did very 
quietly. The girls remained--on board •. 

Tuefday the 16th. Pleafant weather1 
with flying clouds. Several canoes paIred 
and repa.tled from the thore to the Refo
lution. About noon, three of the na
tives carne off in a canoe, and paddling 
towards the Refolution, one of them got 
up and waved the hat which belonged to' 
captain Cook, threw feveral frones, and 
flapped his pofteriors. This being ob
ferved frbm the fuip, feveral mu{kets, 
and four great guns loaded with round 

iliot, were fired at them, but without ef· 
fea ~ they .. however did rome mifchief 
on fuore, for foon after two Indians came 

off in a canoe, and told. us they h.ad killecl 
aIle of their chiefs. 

'- ·The cOffiiniJ.rnl of .the .. RefolJ,ltion,> iIt; 

cOllfequence of the death of captainCOak,.;: 

devolved to captain Clerke, and>Mr. Gcire,. 
iirft;lieutenarit of the'Refolution, fucce:ed~-

cd 



ed cztptain Clerke; l\1r. King and :,f r. 

"Villiamfon ,i,-ere appointed firll and fe

cond lieutenants, and Mr. Harvey,maf

ter's mate, was made third. 

February the lith. In the morning, 

the Di[covery hauled nearer the water~ 

ing place, in order to proteCt the boats 
from the infults of the natives during 

~heir taking in water . Upon our people's 

landing, they were at firfr quiet, but foon 

p.fter colleCted themfelves, and began to 

fling frones. Several great guns were 

fired from the Difcovery, which checked 
their progrefs a little; but they [oon be

gan again, and being ilieltered by their 

hOJlfes and walls, our muikets did very 

little execution. In the afternoon, before 
the boats went again, the Di[covery fired 

a numb~r of buns, loaded with round and 
grape-iliot, into the midfi: of the town; 
after which the boats were fent on fhore, 
and our people fet fire to the hou[es, 

which cleared them effeCtually. In this 

9lttack, fix of the natives were killed; 
and 
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and the failors were fo much enraged, 
that, in fpight of every thing, they cut off 
the heads of two, one of which they tied 
to the bow of the Refollltion's large cut

ter, and the other they carried on board; 

but as foon as the G1lJtain was informEd 

of the affair, he gave immediate orders 

for the heads to be thrown overboard. 

Many Indians, who had aiTembled upon 
the hills immediately above the watering 

place, puilied down large pieces of rocks, 
put they fortunately did no damage ex,

cept killing one of their own people. 

This was obferved from the DifcoverY1 
and, in order to diilodge them, two or 
~hree fwivels w~re fired, which anfwered 
the purpofe very well. 

9ne of the Indians was taken prifoner, 
and carried on board the Refollltion. This 
poor fellow fully expected to be killed, 
and even after he vvas releafed could at . . , ' . 
firft fcarcely believe otherwife; but find-

ing we had no fuch intention, he was at a 
lofs ~o expre[s his gr~titude fufficiently: 

~very 
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every day durmg the remainder of our 
flay, he brought us, bread-fruit, tarrow, 
plantains, and feveral hogs, and was al
moft continually on board. Towards the 
evening, a prieft, named Kari-kaah, who 
reuded near the morai, and had been our 
friend even to the laft, came on board 

with a pig, which he prefented to 'the 

captain, who made him feveral prefents, 
after which he returned to the fuare. 

Thurfday the 18th. In the morning, 
the boats were again difpatched for wa .. 

ter, but not an Indian was to be feen. 

About feven in the evening, one of them 

came fwimming off to the fuip upon a 
piece of wood, w hereon was tied a bundle 

of roafted bread-fruit; it was purchafed 
of him, and he £laid on board near an 

hour, and then returned to the f'hore. 

Whilft this man was with us, a canoe 
with three Indians came along-fide, laden 
with bread-fruit and fugar-cane: we very 

gladly bought their commodities, after 

which they departed. Hogs now were 

I 4 a verT 
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,a very [caree article, fa that at length we 

were obliged to begin upan our corned pork. 

Friday morning, the boats were fent 

for water as before, which was now filled 

without the le:lfi: moleflation from the In
dians. Many c:n~oes were paddling a

bout, all of \\hleh carried flags of truce, 

In the afternoon, a c21ief came on board 

the Refolution, from Terriaboo', to cap

tain Clerke, informing him that he would 

bring all the remaining bones of captain 

Cook, and at the fame time begged that 

we would enter into a league of friend~ 

:!hip with him, and lay all animouties a

:fide; th<;.t Terriaboo' was very forry for 

, the melancholy affair that had happened, 

, and if we fhoulcl ~ver com~ to this' inan~ 

again, he in:reated that we would not 

. hurt 0; moleft them. Thefe term~ being 

-agreed to) he departed Ven well fatisfied. 

This man was dreffed in ~ne of thofe E~ 
Jegant long cloaks, with a greeI1 wrenth 

The 
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. 
The next moniing· at eleven, the chief 

~ame on board, bringing with him two 

bundles of cloth, which contained the 

bones of our. unfortunate captain: the 
t~pper part of the ikull, the fcalp with the 

hair al1d ears, the bones 9f the thighs, 
legs and arms, and the hands on which 

was the fielli, were all that remained; the 

ribs and vertebr<E he told us were burned. 

They had cut off the long hair behind, 
which he faid was in the poffeffion of 

Kommaah-ma'ah, a chief nearly related to 

Terriaboo'. The hands had feveral iri
.:::iuons in a longitudinal direCtion, both 
upon the back and inude, and a quantity 
of faIt had been rubbed in, with a view 
moil likely to prevent putrefaCtion. 

Things being thus amicably fettIed, we 

the next day (Sunday 21 fi), purchafed 
feveral fine hogs and plenty of bread-fruit 
of the natives, who now came on board 
without the leafi figns of fear; among 
the reft was Kari-dah, our friendly priefi. 
I;e tpe afternoon, the fad remains of cap-

~ai!l 
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tain Cook were committed to the deep, 
with all the honours due on fuch an oc

c21.fion! 
The 2 zd we were making all ready for 

fea. The natives, who were aware of our 
intention, brought off great plenty of 
hogs, tarrow, bread-fruit, plantains, and 
fugar-cane, of all which articles we bought 
a fufficient frock, and at fix in the even
ing unmoored ihip. At half pafr eight, 

every thing being ready, we weighed 

our anchors, and having made fail, frood 

out of the bay, but not without many fighs 

~t leaving the remains of ollr unfortu
nate commander behind us. 

CHAt'. 
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C HAP. XXVI. 

Arrival at O'wha'ow-find no convenient 

watering-place - arrive at A'tou'wi

tranfaClions there-depart from thence, 

and proceed to Q'neeh()w-occurrencu 

there-leave Sandwich !fles, and flape 

our courfe for Kamtjchatka. 

T HE next day we had light, variable 
. ~>- airs; and our obferved latitude 

was I q deg. 54 min. N. \Ve -obferved 
a heavy fwell from the northward; and in 
the evening and all night it blew a frefu 
gale from the N. E. It was the captain's 
intention to have gone to Mow'whee, but 
finding it impracticable to fetch it under 
two or three days (the wind, which con

~inuecl to hlow with violence, being 
;tgainfi us), he gave up the point, and at 

nine the next morning (Feb. 24th), we 

pore away, inten<,1ing to make the heft of 
Pllr way to A'tou/wi. At ten we dif-

coyere4 
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covered feveral patches of fhallow water, 

fo frood right before the wind in orqer to 
avoid the~, aft~r which w~ refumed our 
former courfe again. This {hoal-water 

was occafioned by a fpit or bank, which 
ran in a S. \V. diretlion' from a fmall 
ifland called Kaaowravee, nearly adjoining 
to Mow'whee. Our latitu~de to,..d~ay was 
20 deg. 43 min. ,N. In the afternoon we 
had light airs and very fmooth water, oc
cafioned by -the furroundingffind. At 

half paft two, many Indians put off to ~s? 
bringing nih of various kinds, fome tar.., 

row, and a ~w fmall hogs. Amongfl; 
-tbe natives ~ho came on board was a, 

man apparentlyapout forty years old, 
\vllOfe height wa's no Ip,ore than four fee~ 
one inch; he' was very well p'roportioned~ 

and in every refj?eCl: as lively and aai-ve~ 
'and in as perfect a :flate of health as thof~ _ 
of the common, fize. We faw a ~omai'.\ 
at O/why'hee, fomething fmalIer than this' 

man. At night we :flood to the fouth, .. 
ward. 

At 
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At four the next· morning, we wore'
ihip, and frood to the S. W. and at eight 
we had light breezes, when the high land 
of Mow/whee bore N. 80 deg. E. \Ve 
found a current fetting to the eaftward ; 
and at noon our obferved latitude waf} 

20 deg. 43 min. N. when the extremes 
of Aranni' (an ifle to the weftward of' 

Mow'whee) bpre N. 33 deg. W. and N .. 
44 deg. E. the high land of Mow/whee 

N. 79 deg. E. the extremes of Kaowra\~ 
vee S. 66 deg. E. and S. g7 deg. E. DUl'~

ing the night we had light variable winds~ 

Friday (Feb. 26th) we had dear and 

pleafant weather, w,ith flying clouds, and 

a fine breeze from the N. E. 1n the firft 

of the morning, we were £landing along 

"'the S. W. fide of Mowtai: the N. E. 

extreme was rather lofty, from thence to 

the weftern-point it became low and ap

parently not much cultivated. vVe oh.' 
ferved feveral {mokes near the fea-fide. 

At nine founded, and found ground at 

eighteen fathom. Our obferved latitude; 

was' 
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was 2 I deg. I ( min. N. and at- two in 
the afternoon faw the iDand of O'wha'ow 

bearing W. and diftant about eight or 

nine leagues: it was high, but not fo ele
vated as 0 why/hee or Mow whee. This 

was the iDand we faw to the eaftward, in 

our paffage to the nOTthward Jaft year 

in January, immediately before we dif
covered A'tou'wi. In the night we ftood 

off and on. 

Saturday was cloudy, with a few:Chow

ers of fmall rain. At four in the morn

ing, we bore away for O/wha'ow, the 

wind E. N. E. and E. our cour[e W. and 
S. W. At ten we were well in wit~ part 
of the north-fide, the fouthermoft point, 
bearing about S. E. There were feveral 

fmall rocky iDes fituated about half a mile 

to the E. S. E. of it. Its appearance on 
this fide was very rocky, making ill many 

broken, craggy hills, which, though not 
very high, vyere covered with clouds at 

their [ummits. Having taken a flight 

Vlew of this part, we hauled up to the 

N. W~ 
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N. W. which courfe we continued till 

eleven, when feeing more land to the 

fouth-wefiward, we bore away again, the 

wind E. S. E. our courfe S. W, We 
found this land was a continuation of 

Q'wha' ow. Our obferved latitude to-day 

was 2 I deg. SO min. N. and at half paft 

two, we anchored in thirteen fathoms, 

with a fine whice fandy bottom, about 

two miles from fhore, on the weftern-
1ide the ifland, and near a fandy beach; 

bur foundings were from twenty to thir

teen fathom. The Refolution's pinnace 

and large cutter were got ont, and the 

captain, with Mr. King went on iliore, 
with a view of finding a convenient water

ing-place. During their abfence, feveral 
of the natives came off to us in their ca

noes; we purchafed one fmall pig, and 
three or four roots of tarrow, which 

were all they brought off, except a few 

baked roots, which in their external ap .. 

pearance refembled yams; they were of 

a tough, firingy nature, but yielded a 

3 fweet 



fweet thickiih juice, which if it could b~ 

kept would have been a good fuccedaneum 

for fugar; its Indian name was Tee. We 
bought [orne or the fame kind of root at 

Tonga-taboo. Among other intelligence; 
we learned that they were at pre[ent en
gaged in a war with the natives of Moro

tai, and that all the arees, with their large 

canoes, ,vere abfent upon that occafion; 

which V,J.S the rca[on of our feeing [0 

few inhabitants; a circumftance which 

we could not help remarking. At five 

the pinnace and cutter returned, with an 
account of a rivulet or nm of frefh water; 

but the beach (which made a divifion be .. 

'_'seen it and the fea) wa:; [0 low and level, 

that at high-water the freib was im preg

nac.:d with the falt, to a confiderable di

,france. This _ being the cafe, the boats 

,vere hcified in, we weighed our anchors 

and fioodout to [ea. This part of O'wha .. 

ow had a pleafant appearance; it was of 

a moderate elevation, and well .clothed 

with. verdure, but we faw very few 

trees; 
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trees: as you approach the north point 
it becomes rugged and very irreguiar, 
and increafes confidetably in height. We 
hauled our wind all hight, to give the 

land a good birth, fteering a N. and N. by 
E. courfe. , 

The wind the next day was E. N. E. 
and the weather pleafant, with pailing 
clouds. At four the next morning we 
bore away for 1\'tou'wi, keeping a W. S. 
W. courfe. At noon our obferved lati

tude was 22 deg. 8 min. N. which being 
more to the northward than we wiihed or 

expeCted, we altered our courfe to S. by 
W. At four in the afternoon faw the ifland 
of A'tou/wi extending from N. 26 deg. 
W. to N. 63 W. and about feven leagues 
diftant. At fix we were a-breaft of the 
Sugar-Loaf mount, but night coming on, 

we hauled our wind, and flood off and on 
till morning. 

Monday (March 1 ft), at five in the 

morning, we bore away: from fix to eight 

we were runnmg along-ihore at about 
VOL. II. K three 



three miles diftance, our foundings being 

feven, eight, and nine fathom. At half 

paft eight we let go our anchor, in twenty",,: 

five fathom, a fandy bottom, nearly in the 

fame fpot as when here before. We foon 

after moored fhip, when the eaftern part 

of the road bore S. 67 deg .. E. the bluff 

on the wel1: flde the watering-place N. 

, 33 deg. E. the weft point pf the road N. 

71 deg. W. antI the extremes of O'nee

how from N. 7 I deg. W. to So' 81 

deg. W. our diftance from fhore about 

two miles and half. At nine, the 

launches~ cutters, pinnace, &c. were 

hoifted out, and foon after we had many 

canoes along-fide, but they brought off 

hut few articles of trade: At one in the 

afternoon, the Refolution's launch was 

fent on {hore for a load of water, attended 

by the large cutter, to traffick with the 

natives. Upon the firft landing of our 

people, they were very civil, but foon 

began their oM trade of thieving, which 

they were the more encouraged to do, as 

8 our 



our party was but fmall. The firft at

tempt was upon one of the water buckets, 

which one of them made off with: a 

muiket was fired at him, but without ef

feCt. The next thing was the cooper's 
bag, in which there luckily was nothing 

but a few bungs; the third was Mr. 

King's hanger, which they fnatched out 
of his hand. Having with muchdifficul

ty filled all the caiks, they were got off, 

and our people were preparing to em
bark: fame of them were already in the 
boats, y:hen the lndians pretTed clofe 

upon them, and attempted to wrench the 

muikets out of their hands; and one of 
them threw a fl:one at the ferjeant of ma

rines, which knocked off his hat, upon 
which orders were given to fire, which 

three of the marines did, and killed or 

mortally wounded one of them. Thi"3 

threw them into fome confufion, which 

our people took the advantage of, and put 
off. Nine fine hogs and a few roots of 
tarrow were however purchafed. 

K 2 The 
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The next morning at eight, the launch ... 

es of both [hips, with the pinnace, large 
and fmall cutters, ail well manned and 

armed to protect them, were rent on £hore 
to fill water. We had a great concourfe 

of the natives on board and along-fide, 

of whom vve purcbafed an amazing num

ber of very large hogs, which kept our 

butchers and falters continually employed, 

and plenty of potatoes and tarrow, but 

very few yams. At fix in the evening 

the boats returned, having met with no 
lDolefiation from the Indians till they put 
off, 'when one of them threw [orne fiones. 

\Vednefday (the 3d), at [even, the boats 

well manned and armed, were again diD. 

patched, and we continued to purchafe 

hogs, potatoes, &c. as abundantly as 
yefierday. In the morning, a chief, at
te;lded by feveral ".ramen (one of whom 

we fuppofed to be queen of the in and 
'when here before) came on board on a 

,;iiit to the captain, who made them fcye

ral prcfents of bracclct~, hatchets, nails, 

&c. 
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&c. with which they were much delighted. 
A t two in the afternoon, the boats re
turned, having completed the Refolu
tiop's flock of water. 

The following day, trade was very 

brifk for hogs; but tar row, potatoes, &c~ 
were rather fcarce. 

On Friday morning at nine, the Dif
covery wanting to complete her water, 
her launch attended by the Refolution's 
pinnace and large cutter, manned and 

armed, were fent on ihore for that pur
poie. They returned at half paft two, 
with a prefent from the queen (who Was 
one of the women that came on board 
with the chief on Wednefday) which 

confifled of a great number of mats of 

different forts, and various degrees of 

finenefs, bracelets compofed of boar's 

tufks, feather ruffs for the neck, and 
(everal kinds of cloth. 

At eight the next morning, the queen 
and her attendants came on board to the 

captain, who made them various prefents 

K 3 In 



i~ return for the mats, &c. which the rent 

on board yefterday. She was thort and 

lufty, about forty years of age, and very 

plain with refpect to p~rfon. It feems 

fhe, at that time, was at war with Toma~ 

hana, who, £he faid, was an ufurper, and 

that the government of A'tou'wi belonged 

to her. Si"e was very defirous for fome 

of our people to flay and fight for her, 

promiGng them every good thing the 
iIland produced in the greateft abundance. 

Sunday morning, at ten, we were vi
fited by Tomahana., to whom fome of the 

natives paid great refpeCl:; others again, 
whom we fuppofed to be of the queen'~ 
party, took not the leaft notice of him. 
She was on board herfelf at the time, but 
nothing paffed between them except a 
few angry looks. 

In the afternoon, Kahahva, the queen's 

fan, vifited both £hips, and made feveral 

prefents to the captains of each, which 
conflfted of carved images eatuas mats , , , 
::.nd a; curious awa bowl. They, III re-

turn. 
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turn, complimented him with a large glafs 
bowl, fome red cloth, hatchets, and beads. 
He was about twelve years old, and a fine 

looking boy; his attendants, which were 

numerous, carried him up and down the 

fhips fides. The queen, underftanding 

we were in want of vegetables, fent on 

board great bundles of fugar-cane, and 
plenty of tar row-roots. 

Monday morning, was fine and clear, 
and at eight we took up our anchors and 
made fail, fhaping our courfe for O'nee

how. At three in. the afternoon, we 

dropped our anchors again, in twenty 

fathom of water, with a [andy bottom. 

When moored, the extremes of the i11and 
bore N. E. by N. and E. by S. our di
fiance from the fhore being two miles. A 
few of the Indians came off to us with. 
a fmall number of yams, and two or three 
[mall pigs. Our obferved latitude to-day 

was 2 I deg. 47 min. N. 
The next day was cloudy, with fhowers 

of rain. The wind was fo turbulent 
K 4- during 
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during the night, that the Refolution 

drove, though both her anchors were in 

good holding ground. In the morning, 
four or five canoes came off with a few 

yams, which we gladly bought, as they 
were the only roots that would keep for 
any length of time. Of thefe we pur~ 

chafed, when laft here, a confiderable 
flock, but were much difappointed in our 
expectations this time, the feafon proving 

a bad one. 

As the trade on board was very flack, 
the launch was fent early the next morn .. 

ing on fuore, to fee what could be done 
there, and at ten !he returned with [eve ... 
ral hogs and fame yams. 

On Thurfday fhe was difpatched again, 
and on Friday feveral canoes arrived from 
A'tou'wi, with a prefent of mats, &c. 
frem the queen. On Saturday, the maf
ter, with the pinnace and cutter, were fent 
round the north point of the iiland, to fee 
if it was practicable to anchor there, as we 
fuppofed we fhould be furnifhed with a 

greater 
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greater fupplyof yams, as they all ap .. 

peared to be brought from that part. 
They returned, however, without being 
able to find a convenient place. 

The next morning (March 14th), we 
unmoored, and, as we did not propo[e 
moving that day, the launch was rent as 
ufual, and returned with a few yams and 
faIt. 

On Monday morning, at feven, we 
weighed and made fail, ftanding W. by 
S. and W. s. W. with a view of flopping 
at a fmall low iiland which the natives 
call Mbgoo-papbppa, as they informed 
us it abounded with turtle. We had a 
heavy fwell from the W. N. W. and our 
obferved latitude was 21 deg. 47 min. N. 
At eight, not feeing any thing of it, we 
frood off and on for the night. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. XXVII. 

DeJcription if Sandwich I)les-jituation
produce-inhabitants-drejs-compara
five view of the drdJes of the various 
nations Jeen in the courfe if the voya$e-
h~ufls-furniture. 

T HIS range of ifIands, difiinguifheq 
by the name of Sandwich HIes, 

lay in a N. \V. by W. and S. E. by E. 
direction by compafs, and are fituated be

tween 22 deg. 15 min. and 18 deg. 53 

min. N. latitude. There are in all 
twelve, viz. O'why'hee, Mow'whee, Mo

rotai, Kaowravee, Aranni, Moroklnnee, 

O'wha'ow, A'tou'wi, O'm~ehow, Orrahoo

wa, Taoora, and Mogoo-papoppa. Of 
there O'why'ee, Mow'whee, O'wha'ow, 

and A'tou'wi, are the largeft, and have 

each of them a king, to one or other of 

which the [maHer ifles are fubjea. 

O'why'hee, 
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O'why'hee, which is the eafiermoft and 

by far the largefi, is fomewhat of a cir

cular form, extending about ieventy-five 

miles from E. to W. and eighty-four 

from N. to S. its circuit being two hun

dred and feventy miles. Both the eafi

ern and wefiern points are com pofed of 

tolerably low land: that to the eafiward 

!ifes by a gradual afcent to a very lofty 

hill, or rather mountain, whofe top has 
feveral patches of fnow upon it. The 
~efiern one alfo rifes regularly to a hill, 
which is feparated from the other by a 

deep valley" but is not fo high as the 

former. Th'e north and fouth fides afford 
a great ~ontrafi in their afpect; the for
mer has the appearance of a garden, 

being covered with an immenfe quantity 
of plantations, confifiing of fweet pota

toes, tarrow, and plantains, which are 
frequently fur rounded with hedges of 
fugar-cane, and abounds with fine wa

t~r-falls :-the latter, on the contrary, 

pas a very barren afpeCt; in many places 
there 



there is little elfe to be feen but large 
maffes of black, rocky matter, which we 

afterwardE: found were the produce of a 
volcano, and not a fingle run of water 

to be [een. That which we procured at 
Karacacooah Bay, was brackifh, and in

deed almofl: unfit for ufe, as it proved very 
cathartic in its effect; and had it not been 
for a fman well in the cavity of a rock, 
which, with fome trouble, fupplied our 

wants, we mufl: have left the place with
out a fl:ock. 

This i11and confifl:s of fix difl:ricts, or 

provinces, viz. Kaoo, A poona, Aheedoo, 

Amacooa, Koharra, aud A k6na: in the 

latter, Karacacooah Bay is fituated. The 

N. W. fide is compofed of an upright 
mafs of rock, the top of which is a per
fect garden; the S. E. fide confifl:s of a 
long tract of low land, upon various parts 

of which are placed the towns of the na
tives; the head of the bay rifes very gra

dually, and is terminated by a ridge of 
high land, covered with trees, which runs 

nearly 
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nearly acrors· the ifland. The land in 
this part is very fiony, and even the in
terior parts are not free from them, and 
all bear evident marks of fire. The pre

fent race of inhabitants do not remember 
this iiland in a fiate of eruption, but it 
muft once (at leafi this fide of it) have 
been abfolutely in a flame. The N. W. 
point affords the mofl firiking appearance 
of this kind, as has been mentioned be
fore; notwithflanding which there is a 

large town built upon it, and even the 
king frequently refides there. The foil 
along-fuore, where it is free from flones, 

is light, thin, arid fandy, but as you ad
vance up the country, it becomes loamy, 
rich, and deep, and on the mountains 
it is rendered rich from the continual 
fall of leaves and rotten tirpber. O'ta

heitee and the So~~ety HIes can boafl of a 
much better foil; there it was deep, 
blac:k, rich, and loamy, but notwithftand-

I 

ing this difference, many of the produc-
tions do not arrive at [0 great a degree 

of 
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of perfeCtion as at O'why'hee. Th~ 
bread-fruit, for infiance, is fllperior in 

uze, as well as flavour, to that of the So

ciety Ifles, and the tree itfelf grows con

fiderably larger, and fpreads in a furprif
ing degree; the fugar-cane too is by far 

the Iargeft we ever faw, and yields a 

great quantity of juice. 

The air of thefe iilands is in general 

falubriolls, efpecially at O'why'hee, where 
we had regular fea and land breezes; but 

at A'tou'wi and O'neehow, we found a 

confiderable alteration in the climate; the 

weather was moftIy cloudy and frequent

ly rainy, and the wind high, in confe

quence of which coughs and colds pre
vailed. 

\Vith refpeCt to quadrupeds, we faw 

only hogs, dogs, rats, and bats. The 
dogs ar€ bred for no other purpo[e than 

to eat, but not fo univerfally as at the So:.. 
ciety liles, nor are they fo numerous. 

The rats are more abundant, but bats are 
not very common. 

The 
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The birds are very numerous, though 
not various, fame of which can vie with 
thofe of any country in point of beauty. 
Five different fpecies may be referred to 
the certhia genus of Linn:oeus: one, 

which, from the ftruB:ure of its beak, was 

called, by our feamen, a parroquet, is 

quite an anomalous bird, and pr~bably 
will afford a new genus. Among the 
more common ones, are owls, plover, 
nearly the fame as our whiftling plover, 
curlews, and ravens; the former and lat
ter rather fcaret. Upon our firft ar

rival at Karacacooah Bay, the natives 

brought off feveral geefe, which were 

quite tame; they were not unlike the 
Chinefe geefe; they called them Na-na. 
By what means they procured them, we 
could not learn. They have ducks, and 

upon the coaft are found a fpecies of 
tern, two or three fpecies of petrels, and a 
few gannets. 

The coaft abounds with variety of fifh, 
among which is the albecore; of theie, 

during 
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during our run along the S. E. fide of 
the Wand, we one day bought fufficient 

for the fhip's company, fome of them 

weighing near thirty pounds. The na

tives fait thefe, and indeed every kind of 
fifh they catch that are tolerably large. 

Thi~ fifh, however, was bought only at 
one [mall town, fituated in a very barren 

fpot, not far from the eail: point, nor was 
there any faltea fifh offered to fale but at 
this place, at A/tou/wi, and Q'neehow. 

Among the reft of the fifh was a fpecies 
of jaculator, but different from the cha
todon rqflratus of Linn::eus. Of the 
fparus genus, there were various kinds, 
and fome new fpecies; and a~ A/tou'wi 
and Q'neehow the cavalla was very com
mon among the falted fiih. 

Many of the vegetable produCtions of 

thefe iilands are the fame as at the Society 

and Friendly mes ; thofe which they have 

in common with them, are bread-fruit, 

coco nuts, plantains, fugar-cane, yams, 

tarrow, and a [weet potatoe of an orange 

colour, 
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tolour; which eats fomething like a car

fot. The {weet pot1toe ~hich abounds 

here (convolvulus batatas, Lin.) is not 

found at the Friendly Hles, but at Ota

heitee we faw one {mall plantation of it, 
not far from Point Venus. AU thefe 
ii1ands do not. however produce the 
nbovementioned articles; at O'why'hee, 

except the yams, they were all in great 
plenty, but at A::ml'wi we got neither 

bread-fruit nor coco nuts, though they 

have a few of both, but in no perfetl:ion. 
At Q'n:eehow we got Iittle eHe than yams~ 

potatoes, and {ugar-cane; once, indeed) 

two {man bunches of plantains "ver~ 

bought, but tne fruit was finalL 

The awa tree (piper methyJhcum, Forfi.) 

fo tmiverfally known and made ufe of 

in: all the tropical ii1es, for the purpofe 

of intoxication, is by no meanS pIentiful 

among then~ ifIands. We f<:l.\v only :fi.~,·e 

-or fix plants grmving near one Gf their 

houfes at O'why'hee: what they ufed;) 

we obferved, was always dry, from which 
, VOL. II. 1. c,ccum~ 
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circumfiance ~e fuppofed they procmec! 
it from fome of the neighbouring Wands,. 
or at leafi from the northern or more di

fiant parts of O'why'hee. The cloth tree 

is fuffered to grow larger here than we 

ever raw it before;. this, with the candle 
tree (aleurites trilob:1, Forft.) and the no-ne 
(morinda citrjfolia, Lin.) are alfo the pro

duCtions of the Friendly and Society HIes, 
and the fmall green Otaheitee apple is 
tolerably plentiful. The fides of the 
hills are covered with variety of ihrubs, 
among which is one wen known in the 
\Veil: Indies by the name of the bonduc 
or nickar tree (guilandina bonduc, Lin.) 
\Ve alfo found abundance of wild ginger 
and turmerick, both which are common 

at the Friendly and Society HIes; the 

draccena termina/is grows in almoft every 

part of the i£land, and [orne beautiful 

fhrub's of the vaccinium genus were found. 
The etou of Otaheitee is a native of this 
place, though not common; the natives 
[eern to be ignorant of its ufe as a dye. 

4 The: 
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The woods, which are confined principally 
to the hills, are thick and extenfive; upon 

penetrating about a mile, you fall in with 

a long range of plantain trees, which, for 

want of proper air and culture, aiJume a 

different appearance with refpect to co

lour from the general run, being of a 

harih, dull, and rather dark green; they 

are tall, and the fruit is fmall, hard, and 

bitter, and fddom ripens. This fruit, 

bad as it is, is fometimes eaten by the 

lower clafs of people. Among a variety 

of other ihrubs, we found a [pecies of 

rafpberry, the fruit of which was rJ.ther 

infipid. There are only two kinds of 
trees which can properly be denominated 

timber; the fid!, in the [hape of its 

leaves bears a ftrong refemblance to the 

fpice trees of Vandiemen's Land, and 

grows to a great height; ot this the na
tives make their canoes. The fecond is 

found at Otaheitee, where it is fo [mall 

as [carcely to deferve the name of a tree, 

but at this place is nearly equal to the 

L 2 other 



other in point of fize. Moil of the plants, 

(of which there was variety) ,vere out of 

flovver, but ferns and moIfes were quite in 

a perfeCt fiate. 
Thus far the productions of O'why'hee' 

only have been confidered: with re[pect U' 

thofe of the other iiles, we can fay but 
little, net h;:l.ving the time and opportu

nity of examining them. The foil of 

O'wha'ow is of a red co}our, which kind 

of earth, the natives informed us, wa:; 

mofi favourable for the produce of yams. 
A'tou'wi is high, and the inland parts
are woody; the foil is loamy and rich, 

even clofe to the water fi de. The S. W. 
part of Q'neehow is low level !and, but 

the N. and N. E. parts are high and
rocky: the foil is a fandy loam, almoft 
covered with loofe fiones; the whole 
ii1and, which is [mall, produces [carce a 
tree. Tao'ora is nothing more than a 

bluff rock, which is fieep on all fides, 

with a night verdpre on the top; its fole 

inhab~ 
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inhabitants are fea-fowl, fuch as petreis, 
albatroffes, boobies, and gannets. 

The inhabitants of O'whyhee are very 

numerous; during our cruiz.e off the 

north part, the hills (for the ihore on that 

fide is in general fieep and lofty) were 
almofl: covered with them, and when we 
anchored in Karacacooah Bay, the num,.., 

ber was almoft incredible. A'tou\vi is 

well populated, and O'neehow, tho'ugh 

fmall, has many inhabitants. However, 
all the iflands produce a much greater 

quantity of provifions than the natives 
can confume. 

The men are above the middle fize, 

fiout, well made, and fieihy, but not fat. 

Corpulency is not altogether fo great a 

mark of difiinC1:ion in thefe as in the So
ciety mes; and tallnefs, for which the 

Otaheiteans have great partiality, is alio 
overlooked. Their colour is in general 

brown olive. Th.e women are in general 
mafculine, though there are fome deli
!:ately made, and the voice of them all 

is 
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is [oft and feminine. The hair both of 

the head and beard is black; that of the 

head the men wear in the fornl of a hel

met, that is, a long frizzled ridge from 

the forehead to the neck, the fides being 

much lhorter. This faihion feems to 

prevail only among the principal people, 
that of the inferior fort beint!; of an equal 

length in every part. Moil: of them were 

very defirous of parting with their beards, 
which, they faid, were difagreeable and 

troublefome, and were fond of beirlg 

lhaved by our people. Some of the . 

prieRs wore their beards long, and would 

110t on any account part with it. The 

women wear their hair long before, but 

very lhort behind, which is not the moil: 

becoming mode; and, like thofe of the 

Friendly Ifles, they have a way of render

ing it of different colo~lrs, red, yellow" 

and brown. The features of both fexes 
are good, and we raw rome of the females 
who might really be called fine women. 

~heir teeth are even and perfeCtly v,~tite. 

In 
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In general, they [eem to be very healthy, 
and we obferved feveral who appeared to 
be of a great age. As to difeafes, we faw 

none who laboured under any during cur 

flay, except the venereal complaint; 

coughs and colds, indeed, were pretty 

general, and one man died. From what 

we could learn of his diforder from the 

natives, it was a violent griping or colic. 

Both men Clnd women. appeared to be 
0'£ a good difpofition, and behaved to each 

other with the tenderefi regard: when 
they did fall out, which fometimes was 

the cafe, occafioned by the upfetting of a 
pnoe, or fome fuch trifling accident, they 

only fcolded a little, and this was foon 

over and forgotten. \Ve never faw the,m 
firike eac~ other upon any occafion. 

They are all thieves, from the aree to the 

tou-tou, but not quite fo expert at it ,\5 

our Otaheitee friends~ 

The cVfiom of tattowing prevails g~eat
Iy among thefe people, but the men have 

f- much larger ihare of it than the wome~; 

L 4 many 



r:.1any, \particularly fome of the natives ot 
1Vlow'whee,) have one half their body, 
from head to foot, mar ked in this man

ner, ",,-hieh giYe3 them a moil firiking 

appearance. It is dune with great regu

larity, and looks remarkably neat: fome 

have only an arm marked in this manner, 

others .l leg; fome again have both arm 

and leg, and oth~rs only the hand. The 

women are for the mofl: part marked upon 

the hand, and [orne upon the tip of their 

tongue, but of thefe we faw but few. 
Both [exes have a particular mark, ac..,. 
cording to the diilrifr in which they live1 

or it is rather the mark of the aree, or 

principal man under whofe jurifdifrion 

they more immediately are. We nel"er 

faw the operation oftattowing performed, 

por could 'l,ve procure a fight of the in

firuments uled upon this occauon, but it 
it is likely they are much the fame abo 

thofe of the Friendly and Society meso 

B;,L!: men and homen are very cleanly 
~'t" their perk)!1S ; the latter walli their 

9 whole 



( J 53 ) 

~vhoie bodies in fr.eih water, twke, a.nd 
fometimes three times a-day; but th~ 

women of Otaheitee have the advantage 

of them in one point of deanEnefs, which 
js -eradicating the hajrs from under the 

armpits. This is a cufiom we obferved 
po where bu~ at the Society Ifles. 

There are no people in the world who 
indulge themfelves more in their fenfual 

appetites than thefe: in faa, they carry 
it to a moil: fcandalous and fhameful de
gree, and in a manner not proper to be 
plentioned. The ladies are very lavifh 

of their favours, but are far from being {o 

mercenary as thofe of the Friendly or 

Society Ifles, and forne of their attach~ 

p.1ents feemed purely the effeCl of affec-

tion. They are initiated into this way 

pf life at a very early period; we faw 

[orne, who could no~ be more than teq. 
years Qld. 

./ 

Their clothing confifts of cloth of dif

ferent kinds; that worn by the men~ 

Which is called marro~ IS about half a 
yard 
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>iard wide, and four yards long; that of 
~he women, three quarters of a yard wide, 

;md of the fame length as the men's; this 

they call pah-oLlwa; they both wear it 
round their middle, but the men pafs it 
between their legs. This is the general 

drefs of both [exes, but the better fort 

fometimes throw a large piece loofely over 
their fuoulders. Befide~ the marro, they 
have feveral other kiads of cloth, which 

derive their names either from the diffe
rent ufes they are applied to, or their dif

ferent texture and pattern; all, however, 

a& far as we could learn, are made from 
the Chinefe paper mulberry tree. The 

principal of thefe is the cappa, which is 
about ten or twelve feet long, and nearly 
as many wide, and is thick and warm; 
they wrap themfelves up in this when 
they retire to Deep. They have another 

kind, which is white, and much thinner' , , 
this, as has been before obferveo, they 

throw loofely over their fuoulders ; it is 

forne~imes twenty or thirty yards long, 

and 
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and wide in proportion. The marro and 
pah-o'uwa are curiou:f1y painteri of variou~ 
patterns, but the others are generally 

white, or dyed red, bla-ck, and ye11ow. 

TlIe principal ornaments of the men, 
are the feather-caps and cloaks; fome of 

the l",tter reach down to their heels, and 

have a moil Plagpificel1t appearance. 

They are made for the mofi part of red 
and yellow feathers, which are tied upon 

fine net work; the caps are compofed 

of the fame kind of feathers which are 
fometimes intermixed with black; they 

are fecured upon a kind of baiket work, 

made in the form of a helmet Both 

caps and cloaks are made of various pat
terns and flzes. The cloaks are not all 

compofed of the fame kind of feather;, 
but are fometimes varied with the long 

tail feathers of the cock, with a border of 

yellow or red, and fometimes with thofe 

of the tropick bird. Both caps and 

cloaks, however, are only to be feen in 

~he poiTeffion of th.e principal people. 
I 

They 
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They have alia a kind of fly-flap, made of 

.:l. bunch of feathers fixed to the end of a 

thin piece of fmooth and polifhed wood: 

!hey are generally rnade of the tail fea

thers of the cock, but the better fort of 

people hr.-e them of the tropick birds 

feathers, or thofe belo::ging to a black 
and yellow bird called mo-ho'. The 
handle is very freq1.1ently made of one of 
the bones of the ann or leg of thofe 

whom they have killed in battle, curioufly 
inlaid with tortoire-inell ~ thef~ they deem 
very valuable, and ','jill not part with them 

under a great price. This ornament is 
common to the fuperiors of both fexes. 

The women too have th~ir !hare in. the 
ornamental way: that which they value 
the mofi is the erai. This is a kind of a 

ruff or necklace made of red, green, 

black, and yellow feathers, curioufly 
put together, and in mofi elegant pat
terns, \vhich really do honour to the fan

cy of the ladies, whore bufinefs it is to 

make them. They never think them-

felve~ 
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felves dreffed \'\'ithout one or two of the{e 
round their necks, and thofe who can af
ford it wear many. Others again are com-' 
pofed of fmall var;egated fueHs, dlpofed 
in a very neat manner; and fome conuft 

of feveral rows of twified hair, with a 
piece of carved wood or bone highly 

polifhed, the bottom part forming a curve. 

The higher the quality of the wearer, the 
greater is the ftze of the wood or bone, 
and the quantity of the twilled hair. The 

next thing is the poo-rema:h or bracelet; 

the moft valuable are made of boar's tuDd 

fafiened together fide by fide v,rith a piece 

of fir~ng, by means or a hole drilled 
through the mtddl'e ; the lao-g::r the tuiks

1 

"he greater the value. Sometimes two 

fuells tied round the wrifis with twified 

or braided hair, ferve the purpofe of brace

lets, but even in this cafe they ihew great 
ni\:ety, being patticularly careful to match 

them as near as poffible. They were pro

digioufly fond of thofe we gave them_, 
which were only a few beads, fecured by 

threJrX 
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thread upon a {hip of fcarlet cloth, and 

made to button round the wrifi. So much 

diJ they at firfi value them, that a fmall 
hatcht:t and one of thefe would purchafe a 
hog, \yhich without it could not have been 

bought for three large hatchets. The 

women were perpetually teazing the men 

to difpofe of their various articles for 

thefe bracelets; at leafi, one of them was 

always to make a part of the price. 

It may not here be amiis perhaps, to 

take a flight comparative view of the 

dreffes of the various nations we met with 

in the courfe of the voyage. 

The poor forlorn inhabitants of Van

diemen's land, have as little idea of 

drefs as any fet of beings in the world; 

for both men and women (except thofe 
who had their children with them) were 
as naked as when born. The hair of 

the latter is £haved quite clofe, except a 

very narrow circle, which furrounds their 

head nearly in the middle, while that of 
the former is matted together, \yith brown 

earth 
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earth and greafe, in fmall lumps: thei!." 

faces are fometimes daubed with the fame 

mixture, and their bodies and arms are 

marked with elevated lines and curves~ 

but without regularity. 

The New Zeelanders have a greater 

claim to taile. The men wear a ha-hoo 
over their £boulders, fecured before with 

a needle of bone, ornaments in their e:lrs, 

an uncouth image of green fione upon 

their breafi, a pata-patow fiicking in 

their girdle, a carved ilaff in their hands, 

their faces are curiouf1y marked, their hair 

is oiled and tied in a knot upon the top of 

their heads, and three or four feathers 
fiuck in it. The women oil their hair, 
paint their cheeks, and fometimes their 

eyes and nofe with red, their lips are ta

towed,. which renders them of a blue 

cail, and they wear a hah-hoD like the 

men. 

The refined natives of the Friendly 
IDes are very careful in their dre[s. 

'Both women- and men wear a piece of 

coloured 
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coloured cloth, which reaches half way 
down the leg, and nearly up to their arm..; 
pits, and tied round their middle "Vith a: 

faili of the fame kind; their hair' 
combed fmooth, and anointed with 
(lii highly perfumed with odoriferous 

flowers and plants; they alfo rub their 
necks, breafl:s, and arms with it, and 

adorn their necks with a necklace' of fweet 

fmcHing flowers. 

At Otaheltee and the Society liles, the 
dYers of both fexes is nearly the fame. 

It confills of a great quantity of datIl 
wrapp'i:d rOllnd them, and a large piece 

(which is generally [cented) thrown loofe.-: 
ly over their ihoulders. They anoint 

their hair with coco nut oil, and the 

women or n:unent it with flowers. The 

arreoys d- both {exes mark their face and 

11nfe with red, which i~ a priyileo"e con..l 
~ 0 

fined to the members of th~t lOciety. 

The continent of America affords a, 

firiking contrall: to the two Iaft mentioned 

people j tliere the greateR: neatnefs and 

cIeanlinef~ 
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cleanlinels is obferved; here filth and dirt 

feem to be the principal objeas, and a 

man who waihes his hands and face would 
\ 

become a fubjeCt of ridicule. In King's 

George's Sound, the men are clothed in 

the {kins of animals, or a kind of cloak 

made of the bark of the fir or cypre[s 

tree; their hair is Jhick, fhaggy, and 

matted with greafe <:.nd dirt, over which 

they fcatter the down of birds. Their 

faces are painted of variolls ~olours, and 

invarious forms, and fometimes plaifl:ered 

all over with greafe to a confiderable 

thicknefs; this they fcrape off regulariy 

in different places with their nails, which 

gives them an appearaL1ce altogether cu

rious. In their ears they wear pieces of 

copper, and fometimes bracelets of the 

fame metal, with n fmall piece of bra[s or 

copper in their r:-ofe. Their caps are made 

in the form of a tin cover, and fome ter

minate in a round knob. The women, 

here are quite out of the quefEon. 

V II IV1 In OL. • 
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In Sandwich Sound the dre[s vanes. 

Both fexes wear jackets with fleeves made 
of animal or bird {kins; the caps are not 

quite fa large, and fame of them are fur .. 
nifhcd with a top, fimilar to a barber's 

puff: they wear firings of beads in their 

under-lip, which are perforated on pur
pofe, as well as the grime of their nofe, 

through which they put pieces of bone1 

and frequently firings of beads; and their 

faces are painted. 
At the ifiand of U nalafchka, the men 

Vlear bird-frin gowns, ornamented with 

fhips of beaver frin ; their hair is long 
behind, and rather iliort before. Their 
caps or bonnets are ornamented with 
heads; they wear two pieces of carved 
bone in a hole in the under lip, and the 
grime of their nofes is perfora ted. The 
women are drcffed in feal-frin jackets, tied 

round their middle with a girdle of the 

fame, and ornamented round the collar 

and on the fore-part with the beaks of 

the' 



the puffin and fea-parrot; the lower part 
of the fleeve is embroidered. Their hair 
is £liort before, and tied up behind in a 

club with a firip of embroidery; their 

cheeks and chin are tatowed ; they fuf'" 
pend ~a firing of beads from the grifil€ 6( 
the nofe; their undet-li~ is ornamented 
like the men's, and thei~:yvrii1:s and aneles 
are furrounded with bracelets of feal
{kin. 

The inhabitants of the Tfchutfchki Nofs 
on the Afiatic coaft, wear jackets and 

breeches of leather very well tanned; their 
half-boots ate cUrioufly embroidered, and 
their hair is cut very £hort. 

The natives of Norton Sound upon 

the continent of America, in lieu of the 
hole in the under-lip, have it on one and 

fometimes both fides the mouth, in which 

they put pieces of bone as ornaments, not 
like thofe of U nalafchka, but £hort and 
round. They are dreifed in jackets made 
of the {kins of beaUs, and their hair is 
very £hort. 

Mz Such 
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Such i3 the general drefs of the various 

'countries we have viiited; but we g.ene~ . 

Lllly obferved there was one thing or 

other in particular, which they were more 
defirOl~s of having than any thing eIfe; 
this varied according to the different mode 
-Df drefs in the different countries. At 

Vandiemen's Land indeed,. they would 

fcarce take any thing we gave them, but 
at New heeland a [mall piece of white, 

paper or Otaheite cloth was valuable. At 
the Friendly Iiles a necklace of various 
coloured beads, particularly blue, was the 
grand obiea. At Otaheitee and the So
ciety Illes, an ear-ring compofed of three 
beads, fufpended at [orne little diftance 

from the ear, was the only prefent for 
the ladies. At Sandwich. Ines nothing 

could be done without a poo-remah, or 
bracelet. At King George's Sound, a 

piece of copper or brafs in the form ?f a 
bracelet was a valuable article, particularly 
if bright; with there the beaux of the 
village decorated themfelves. At Sand-

wich 
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wich Sound, and along the coaft to Nor
ton's Sound, as well at the iiland Una

lafchka, blue beads were the defirable ob

ject. 

But to proceed from this digreffion. 
The houfes. of thefe people are almoft al
ways built near the fea fide, and fa dif
pofed as to form villages, but they want 
that cool refrefhing fhade, which the hap

py natives of the Friendly and Society 
If1es enjoy, for fcarce a tree is to be feen 
near them. Nothing more can be faid 
with ref pea to their form and fize, than 
has been already mentioned. Here they 

.. fit for the major part of the day, the fun .. 
being too powerful without doors; but 

as the evening approaches they generaIly 

prefer 'fitting on th~ outfide, at which 
time it is u[ual to fee moft families be
fore their door. 

Their furniture is very trifling, C011-

filling only of three or four gourd fhells 

for t!Ie purpofe of holding their articles 

9f foorl, and a large one to contain water. 
M 3 CHAP. 
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C HAP. XXVIII. 

Food -cookery - amufementI - manzifac .. 

tures - religious ceremonin - morais
prieJls-weapons-gowrnment. 

-THEIR food is principally vegetable; 
though the chiefs indulge them

[elves more frequently in the ufe of pork, 

than we ever obferved at the Friendly and 
Society IDes; and the priefts come in for 
a {hare, for we never faw them without 
it at their meals, but then they are mode .. 
rate in the quantity they eat. 

We obferved a fingular ceremony 
among the priefts before they eat, which 
feems peculiar to their profeffion. They 
always addrefs themfelves to one of their 
deities in a kind of prayer, which is gene
rally fung by two or three of the eldeft in 
company, the reft ftriking their hands 
gently together: this continues for the 

[pace of five or fix minutes, when one 

of 



of them cuts off a few flices of pork, 
which with fome potatoes, tarrow, &c. is 

offered to the deity, during which <;>nly 
one fpeaks, and that in a very different 

tone and manner from the former. ,After 

this is ended, they all make refponfes, 

and he who offered the things begins 

again in the fame finging tone as at firf1:, 

after which the refponfes are made <;lS be

fore. Two of the old people then drink 

a cup of awa, another repeating fomething 
at the fame time, which appears to be a 

kind of bleffing:. after they have done, 

he al[o drinks, one or both of the others 

repeating the [arne words as before; they 

then begin their repaft. J n [orne of the 

priefts houfes we obferved a difference in 

the manner of the firft prayer ; the for
mer was delivered in a finging to!!e, the 
latter in a plaintive one; but the remain

ing parts of the ceremony correfponded 

exactly with each other. 
They have great abundance of fiih) 

which the women are particularly fond 

M 4 of: 
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(If; thqr CJt them raw, guts, rcJ.\e,~., a;;.j 

<].11; and uk an immod~ptc quantity ot" 

ttlt with tl1C;Ul. 

Tarrovy, bread-fruit, and {weet potatoes, 

are uni7ed~tll y ufed among them, and are 

plentiful to a degree: coco, nuts and ripe 

plaintains are rather [carce, on ""hich ac

count the ii'Wmen are forbid to eat them~ 

Their method of cooking is much the 

fame as at the Friendly and Society Ii1es. 

Of pOLltoes, tarrow, and bread-fruit, they 

make a kind of thin pudding, which they 

call poey: this is done by mailiing the 

potatoes, &c. very fmall after they are 

baked, and mixing them with water. 

Their general drink is water, or th~ 

milk of the coco nut; but all the chiefs 

ure the a\Ya, and fome of them to excefs, 

as w::'. s very evident from their ikins, 

which were as rough and parched as can 

\Yell be conceived? and their eyes red and 

inflamed. This appearance they are all 

\'cry fond of, and (fo prevailing is cufl:om) 

dteem itasa particular mark of difl:iI:\Clion• 

'The 



The women were not averfe to eating with 
\1S, though the men were prefent, and 
would frequently indulge themfelves with 

pork, plaintains, and coco nuts, when fe

~ure from being feen by them. 

Though one would fuppofe that the 

heat of the climate would naturally in

duce thefe people to Deep much, particu

larly after their meals; yet this cufiom is 

not fo prevalent as at the Society and 

Friendly IDes. The women employ 
themfelves in their various occupations of 

making mats, painting and glazing cloth, 
&c.. and the men, i:q making fpears, 

dubs, fifh-hooks, and canoes. 

Their amufements are boxing, wreil:

ling, finging, dancing, playing at bowls! 

flnd forne other games, which we did not 

know the meaning of. The two former 

are upon the fame plan as at the Friendly 

and Society liles, and condutled with as 

great good-nature on both fides. Their 

, fangs are not various; they are fung near

ly in the fame tone as at Otaheitee, but 
their 



their dances are different from any we 

have yet feen. They have none of thofe 

graceful movements which are fo pecu

li:;.r to the natives of Anamooka, Amfter
dam, &c. nor the lewd motions which 

charaCterize the people of the Society 

IDes. Whenever they can coIleD: [even 

or eight girls together, they generally 

{hike up a dance, which is an amufement 

they are very partial to. They fi rft begin by 

repeating, or rather finging feveral words, 
which appear to be in rhyme, all of them 
at the fame time~ {lowly moving their 
legs and {hiking their breafts gently with 
their right hands; this being finifhed, 
they all jump in a violent manner, but in 

exatl: time, ftriking their breafts or fides 

much harder than before, and repeating 

the word he'ora; thofe who continue this 

exercife the longeft, are allowed to be the 

beft dancers. This, with very little va

riation, was the only dance we faw, ex
cept one, which was performed by an old 

woman, and accompanied with a drum. 

The 



The movements were fomething like 
thofe of our hornpipes; file had brace
lets compofed of dog's teeth, fixed up
on a kind of netting, round her aneles, 
which by the continual motion her legs 
were in, made no difagreeable mufic. 
The drum was beat by a man, who at 
the fame time accompanied it with a 
fong. 

Thefe drums were the only mufical in
firuments that were obferved among 
them. Their manner of playing at 
bowls is nearly like our's: the bowls are 

about two inches and half in diameter, 
an inch in thickne[s, and flatted on the 
fides, but broadeft at the center. They 

feem to be a compofition of lime, or [ome
thing fimilar to it, and very neatly and 
exactly formed. 

Their manufactures are cloth, mats, 
ropes, and lines of various fizes. The 

former is the produce of the [arne tree as 
that of Otaheitee and the Friendly HIes, 

and their manner of making it varies but 

9 little 



l!ttle from that of thofe illands j with thi5 

JiB--'::~'ence only, that in general its width 

does not exceed three quarters of a yard, 
and its texture is very thick and thong; 

but in thofe pieces 'shieh are wider, it is, 

manufaCtured confiderably thinner~ They 

fuffer the trees to grow to a larger fize 

than we obferved before; the infirument 

they ufe to beat out the bark, is upon the 

fame confiruCtion as at (}taheitee, but the 

fTroves or channels are muclf ,vider. 
o 

After the pieces are brought to their 

proper width, and fewed together, they 

are laid out to bleach; after 'which they 

are ready for the next procefs, which is 

painting or dying them. The colours 

ufed upon this occafion are red, black, and 

yellow; the latter is feldom ufed, ex
cept when they l1ye whole pieces. 

The red is extracted from the bark, of 

t.he root of the no-ne (morinda citrifolia, 

Lin.). \\'hen it is thoroughly dry, they 

pound it into a coarfe powder, adding the 

,·;ernel of the candle-tree (aleurites tn/ova, 

Forfi. ) 
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Forft.) having mixed them properly to ... 

gether, they pour a certain quantity of 
water upon them, and then the compo
fition is ftrained, after which it is ready 

for ufe. 'I his mixture at firft has a 

brownifh yellow appearance, but when 

dry becomes red. 

We could never learn the compofition 

of the black: dye; but the yellow is pro

duced frern the turmeric root, which they 

call ouro'nnah. To this they likewife 

add the brulfed h;rnel of the koo-kowe, 
or candle-tree, v.'hick [eerns to be a mofi 
ufeful article in their dyes: probably from 

its oily nature it may [crve to fix the co

lours) for ;:dl of them are immoveable by 
water. 

From the great variety of patterns, one 

would fuppofe they ufe many different 

inftruments in printing their cloth: but 

this is not the cafe,. their whcle frock. 

oConfifiing only of three or four. ,The 
long firait lines are made with a thin 
piece of wood~ about twelve inches 
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in length, and fhaped fomething like a 
fharp-pointed knife, and by preffing it 

upon the cloth, after being dipped in the 
colour, farther from, or nearer to the point 

they can readily make lines of various 

lengths. The fpots ate made with a 
wooden infirument, with teeth like a 
comb; and when they put on a greater 

quantity of colour than ordinary, they ufe 

a. bru:fh. 

As they fiain or paint a piece of cloth, 

they fcatter a powder over it made of 

bruifed pumice fione, which they call 0-

poo 'na; this appears to have no :£hare in 
the production of the colour, but merely 

to preverit it from blotting as they fold 
it up. 

They haye a method of glazing fame of 

their thinner kind of doth, by rubbing it 
,;vith a fmooth {hell upon: a flat piece of' 

board, \\"hich renders it very fmoothand 

gloffy: al~his kind ()f cloth 'WaS agree .... 
ably fecnted.. 

Of 
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Of the bark of the cloth-tree, they like
wife make two kinds of line; one, of the 

fize of our whip-cord, which they ufe as 
fiihing lines, this is frequently upwards of 
a hundred fathom in length. The other 
is made in the fame manner as the thongs 

of whips, and is prodrgioufly {hong: they 
ufe it for the purpofe of hoifting up the 
fails in their canoes; 

But their largeR: ropes are made of 
the bark of a (mall tree, which is very 

common in the woods. Thefe were fO 
long and well made, that many were pur
chafed for the ufe of the '!hips as running 

rigging, for which purpofe theyanfwered 
very well. They likewife make very 
fine twine of the bark of a !hrub which 
they call a'reemah. 

Mats are another confiderable article 
of their manufilttures; which, as weII as 
thofe ufed for fails, are made of the leaves 
of the fame fpecies of pandanus, as at the 

Friendly and Society meso It is fome

thing remarkable that we could find 
neither 



ne~ther the flower nor fruit of this plan[~ 

upon enquiring of the natives, they told 

us it had none. 
The mats are of various patterns, and 

of different fizes and degrees of finene[s: 

[ome of them are twenty-four feet long, 

and eight feet wide, others 'not above five 

• feet long and eighteen inches vvide. The' 

wemen, whofe emp~oyment it is to manu

facture them, at'e very dextrous, and 
make them 'with great facility and di[~ 

patch. 

Their fiili-hooks are very like thofe of' 

the othe'r ii1ands, and in general are com

pofed of the fame materials; though fame 
of the principal men, who willi perhaps 

to appear finguhr, have them made of 

the bones of thore Lhey Day in battle. 

There they iet moil value upon. Some 

of the hook e" I1Mticularly thofe they take 
fuarks with, ai:;; very large; thefe are 

made of a very hard wood, wii:h a point ot 
bone. 

The 
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The next articles that come under con .. 
i'ideration, are their canoes, which are as 

well made, and highly finiihed as any 

in the world. As their tools, (like 

thofe of Otaheltee) are very few; con
firuCling one of them, mufl: of courfe be 

a work of time. The bottom is com

pored of the trunk of one entire tre~ hol

lowed out, the colour of which is fome

thing like mahogany. The fides are 
formed of a different wood, of a light 

yellowifh colour, they are well fecured to 
the bottom part, by ftrong cords, which 
are paifed through holes made with a kind 

of augur. The head and flern are both. 

alike with refpeCl to form, fo that they 
m-ay be paddled either way without any 

inconvenience. The fingle canoes are 
furniihed with an out-rigger, which is 
placed on the left fide. The double ones 

are of the fame form as the fingle, and are 

joined together in the fame manner as at 
the Spciety liles: both vary greatly in 
fize, from twelve to fixty feet, and [ome-

VOl.. II. N - times 



times more j the largeft we faw belong-
. ed to Terriaboo', and meafured feventy

two feet. All the double and many of 
the lingle ones carry a fail, the form of 
which is fomething like thofe of the 

Friendly HIes; none have more than one 

maft. 
Thofe people whofe buGgefs or occu

pation it is to make them, are obliged to 

live in the woods for the time, and hav
ing fixed upon a tree of a proper lize, 

they erect one or two fmall huts near it. 
They then fell the'tree, and work upon it 

as it lies, and haying finifhed the bottom 

part, they with great trouble and difficul. 

ty convey it down to their houfes, where 
they complete the whole. 

. . 

Sometimes they penetrate ten or twelve 
miles into the woods before they can find 
a tree that will an[wer their purpofe. 

Their paddles bear fome refemblance to 

thofe of the Friendly Hles, but the blade 
is longer and not fo broad. 

Their 
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Their language is a mixture of that of' 

the Society and Friendly IDes, but the 
former mofily predominates. 

Of the manner in which they difpofe 
of their dead, and the forms and ceremo

nies ufed upon that occafion, we can fay 

fcarce any thing, as only one inftance that 

we knew of occurred during our flay. 

Immediately upon the death of the per
fon, his friends and relations a{rembl~d 
together and deplored his 10fs, with 

loud lamentations and expreffions of 
grief, which continued till the following 

day, when they threw his body into the 
fea. They told us, they always burn the 

bodies of their chiefs; and the night after 

that unhappy affair of captain Cook, we 

obferved feveral fires upon the hills, which 

we at that time were unable to account 

for, but upon enquiry afterwards, they 

told us they had been confuming the bo
dies' of thofe chiefs who were killed in 
that ikirmiili. 

N 2 Their 
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Their morais or bmying places are e'

reaed in different forms; that in the 

neighbourhood of our obfervatories con

fined of an area or platform, about one 
hundred yards in length and forty in 

breadth, which was confiderablyelevated 
above the furbee of the earth by vaft 
heaps of {lones, and furrounded with 

,yooden pales about four feet high, upon 

T','hich were fixed a number of human 

D,:ulIs, belonging to thore who ha? at 
different times becn'facrificed to their dei

~lCS. The area 'was divided into tW() 

parts; in the fir{l, on the left hand fide,. 
?';as a vmoden image,reprefenting (as they 

told l'S) their great God,. whom they di-, , 

llinguiihed by the appellation of eat_ua 
aronah, which fignifies the chief of the 

:;ods. A quantity of cloth was wrapped 
round this deity, and a number of coco' 

nuts, plantains, &c. were placed before 
it as offerings. 

Oppofite to this was :mother deity, but 
(,f an inferior rank; and behind this were 

the 
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:the remalllS of an old houfe, in which 

were four rude carvings in wood, \vhich 

reprefented other of their deities. 

In the fecond part, at the end of the 

area, was a large pile of fiones, upon 

which were fixed many long poles, but 

eight in particula,r far exceeded the reft 
in length; between the poles, a number 

of others were placed acrofs and length

wife. Before the pile, were twelve of 

their inferior deities, which they call 

caw hI, reprefented by carved wooden 

images, with monfirous faces, and ex

ceeding large mouths befet with teeth. 

Thefe ftand in a femicircular form, at 
fame little difiance from the pile, extend

ing beyond it both to the right and left 

hand. The place where they were fixed 
was about two feet higher than the reft, 

an~d covered with ftraw. At a fmall qi

fiance from thefe, and in front of the pile, 

was a. kind of fmall fcaffolding, which 
confified of four poles, with feveral others 

tied acrofs, to ftrengthen the whole. It 

N 3 appeared 



appeared to be erected for the, puppo[e of 

placing the' various offerings to ~heir 

gods, for the bottom of it was covered 
vlith plantains, coco nuts, and the re

mains of a pig. Behind thi:;, and oppo
Gte to the pile, was ;ll1other houfe, equally 

as ruinous as the fOLTIer, but without any 
deities in it. 

On the left hand, at fome little di

fiance from the morai, were three or four 

houfes, which are inhabited folely by 
prides, under whofe care this morai 
[eems wholly to be. Before each _ of 
their houfes, one of thefe carved images 
is placed, wrapped round with cloth, and 

near it a fmall pole is erected, upon 

which they place plantains, coco nuts, 

pigs, and dogs, killed for that purpofe, 

which fometimes emit a mofi difagree

able french, for they hang till they decay 
~nd drc p to pieces. 

We remarked that no one ever pre

fumed to enter the hou[es of the priefts, 

e]J.cept their own families, nor did we fee 
8 a woman 
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a woman amongfi them. Whether they 
are prohibited marrying, we cannot pre
tend to determine, but there wer~ feveral 

boys who lived 'vith them, an] fame not 

exceeding five or fix years old. 

Of their religion we can fay nothing, 

except that they appear to have no vene

ration or refpect for particular birds, as at 

the Friendly and Society Ifles 

Their weapons are flings, fpears, wood-

I en daggers, which they call pah'ow-wa, 
and clubs. They are not 10 dexterous in 

the ufe of !lings as at the Society mes ; 

for though they throw fiones v:ith great 

force, they very frequently mifs the ob

ject. The mats are an excelleDt defence 

againft the fiones, and even fpears; they 

urually dip them in water before they put 

them on, which renclers them tough, and 

of courfe not fa liable to be penetrated. 

Their fpears are made of Yvood, aGel 

are from ten to fourteen feet in length, 
gradually tapering from within fev.::n 
inches of the point (which is furnifhed 

N 4 ~.Yith 



with five rows of barbs) to the other ex

tremity. The pahow-was are generally 

about twenty inches or two feet in length, 

and are alfo made of wood; the blade is 

fomewhat rounded in the middle, the 

fides are :£harp, and terminate in a point. 

In the handle is made a hole, through 

l\'hich they put a firong piece of line, 

lyhich they fecure round their wrifi, fo 

that it is almofi impoffible to difarm them. 

This weapon is intended for' clofe en

gagements, and in their hands is a moft 

defiruuive one. 

The form of government, from what 

few obfervations we could make, [eems 

to be much the fame as at the other tro

~ical iDands; and, from many enquiries, 

l\-C have every reafon to [uppo[e that the 

crown is hereditary. The natives in

formed us, that it has been in the po[

feffion of the prefent king's family for 
five generations pan. 

Kapo'orahoo-a\vhyka'ah is the firfi king 

of O'why'hee thefe people mention: he 

had 
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had an only fon named Kunnaro'oa-go'oah, 
who fucceeded him. The iiland of Mow'
whee was at that time a feparate frate, 

and the name of the king was Kowmo

ko'a-ka'ah: he likewife had an only fon 

called Pappika-neehow, who, at his de

ceafe, fucceeded him. Thefe two were 

contemporaries; the former had threefons, 
the eldefl: was named Kahaa-va, the next 

Kaow-keea, and the youngefl: Kunna
maanoo; the latter had an only fon, 
whofe name was Kahow-reeka. 

Kaha.a-va and Kahow-reeka fucceeded 
their fathers. The firfl: had only one 

child, whofe name was Kiyenewa-mum

mow; the other, on the contrary, had 

two, Kamaah-maah the eldefl:, and Tahi

teere the youngefl:. Kaha'a-va dying, 
O'why'hee devolved to Kiyenewa-mum

mow, and at the death of Kaow-re'eka, 
Kamaah-maah became king of Mow/

whee. The former left two fons, Ter
riaboo (the prefent king of O'why'hee) 
the eldefi, and Kaoo-wah the youngeft : 

Kamaah-
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Kamaah-maah died without male iiTue, 

but left a daughter, whofe name was 
Roahow. 

T erriaboo, after his fucceffion to the 
throne of O/why'hee, married the widow 
of Kamaah-maah, whofe name was Ko
rorah, and by her had a fon named Koo
rahow. During his minority, the ma
nagement of affairs at Mow'whee was 

under the infpeCtion of Kororah and 

Roahow. 
Tahi-teere, brother to Kamaah-maah, 

finding that, 1:-.v the fucceffion of Koora

how,the government of Mow'whee would 

oefcend to another family, took up arms, 
with an intent to depofe Kororah and !-.~r 

fon, and place himfelf upon the throne: 
but Terriaboo efpouuni the caufe of his 
fon, went over to Mow whee with a large 

army, and at length, after feveral battles, 

defeated T ahi-teere; the Iaft of which 
happened near the latter end of November, 

the time we firft difcovered that ifland. 

Koorahow, 



Koorahow, at this period, was old e

nough to take the reins of government 

in his own hands; T erriaboo therefore 
married him to his half-lifter Roahow, 

and placed him upon the throne. How

ever, Tahi-teere was fuffered to retain 
part of his brother's dominions, which 
are the i:flands on the north and weftern 
fide of Mow/whee, viz. Morotai, Aranni, 

Kaowravee, and Morokinnee; but upon 

condition that he pays certain yearly 

tributes to Koorahow. 

At the death of Tahi-teere they again 
become the property of Koorahow, who 

likewife fucceeds to the throne of O'why
hee after Terriaboo's deceafe, as being 

his eldeft fon. Terriaboo has tv va other 

fons living, which he had by Kahna-kub

barah, whom he married after the death 

of Kororah; but it feems thefe have no 

right to the crown, as they are born of a 

woman who is not of the blood royal. 

CH AP. 
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C HAP. XXIX. 

'l'ranfaClions and occurrences till our ar

rival at the bay of A'UlatJchka,. in the 

pro'vince of Kamtfchatka. 

A T half paft five the next morning 
(Tuefday, March 16th), we bore 

away, keeping a S. W. courf~, the win,d 
being E. N. E. At feven, the Refolution 
made the Difcovery's fignal to ke~p Oll 

her ftar board beam, at four miles di
fiance, with an intent to give us a- greater 
fcope of vifion. Our latitude at noon, 

was 21 deg. 27 min. N. and at five in the 
• 

afternoon, the Difcovery was ordered by 
fignal to corne under the Refolution's 
fiern, as we found, QY the dift.ance we 
had run, that we muft have pa[ed the 
ifiand. In the evening, one of the fea
men caught a noddy, which had per_ched 
upon the ihrouds. 

It 



It was captain Clerke's intention to 
proceed fromSandwichIfles to Kamtfchat

ka, and, as the longitude waS by far the 
moil: confiderable part of the diftance, he 
came to a refolution of running it down, 

nearly in the latitude we were then in ; 

and as it was a new route, he was in 

hopes of difcovering fomething in his 
way worthy of obfervation. \Vith this 

view, we frill purfued a W. by S. courfe, 

with the wind E. N. E. Our obferved 
latitude was 2 I deg. 18 min. N. and our 
variation 10 deg. 3 min. E. In the 
evening, we reefed our top-fails, that we 
might be prepared for any fudden fqualls. 

In the evening of the next day (March 
18th), feveral boobies were obferved fly

ing round the £hips, and one was caught; 

it was entirely white, except the tips of 

the wings, which were black. The fol

lowing afternoon, we had likewife many 

birds of the tern kind about us, and a man 
of war bird. 

2- Saturday 
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Saturday, l\1arch 20th, we had light 

airs from the N. E. and in the morn~ng 
caught a fhark. This voracious fifh had 

been three times hooked before, in the 
fpace of ten minutes. The next day we 

l1ad fine weather" with flying clouds, and 
a light breeze from the E. N. E. At five 
in the afternoon, being in longitude 19 ( 
deg. 54 min. E. thought we faw the ap
pearance of land to the N. by E. but at 
a great difiance, and in the evening three 
man of war birds were obferved. Our 

vari.ation to-day was I 1 deg. 24 min. E. 
Monday the :2 2d, our breeze frefhened 

from the E. N. E. and the weather was 
cloudy, with a few very flight iliowers 
of rain. In the evening, we had a heavy 
rowling fea going. 

Our breeze increafed the next day to a 

frefh gale, with a heavy fwell from the 

N. by E. and the weather was cloudy, 

with frequent fhowers of fmall rain, till 

the afternoon, when it cleared up, and the 

cloudf began to difperfe. \Ve faw two or 

three 
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three boobies and a man of war bird m 
the morning, and our latitG,lc; was 19 deg. 

58 min. N. 
Our gale continued till Thurfday morn

ing (March 25th), when the wind ihifted 
to E. by S. and it became almoft calm. 

To-day we cleaned and fmoaked between 

decks. 
Friday the 26th, the weather was fine, 

but the winds were very light. At eight 

in the morning, we faw the appearance 
of land upon the ftarboard bow; but at 
noon it almoft all vaniihed, except one 

part making like a hummock, and in the 

afternoon our fuppofed land proved to be 
a cloud. 

From the 27th to the 30th, we had 
fcarce a breath of air itirring, and the 
heat proved rather troublefome, the ther

mometer ftanding at 82 deg. and 84 deg. 

The captain, finding that to continue in 
thefe latitudes any longer would retard 

the £hips greatly in their paffage to 

Kamtfchatka, by reafon of the very light 

winds 
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winds which prevailed, gave orders at £1.:-.;; 

in the evening to haul up to N. W. Our 

longitude then was 180 deg. 39 min. E. 

and our latitude 20 deg. 21 min. N. 

The next day was perfectly calm, and 
in the afternoon we faw feveral dolphins 

about the {hip, and caught a fhark. 

In the morning however a light breeze 
fprung up from the N. E. by E. and at 

nine we had a fquaIl attended with rain, 

which rendered the air much more cool 
and agreeable. In the afternoon there 

were many man of war birds about, and 
towards evening it lightened. 

Friday (April 2d) was cloudy, with a 
few fhowers of rain, and a frefh breeze 

from N. by \V. Our obferved latitude 

was 22 deg. 36 min. ~. and ',ye obferved 
many {heerwaters ikimming over the fur~ 
face of the [ea. 

Our breeze fhifted the next day to N. 
E. our latitude was 24 deg. 3 ~ min N. 
and our longitude 176 deg. 18 min. E, 

In the evening feveral {howers of rain fell, 

and we had many Rallies of lig~ltning. 
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Sunday. ( 4th) was cloudy, with fre
quent iliowers of fmall rain, and the 

wind iliifted to E. by N. Our latitude 

was 26 deg. 2 I min. N. and in the after
noon faw an albatrofs. During the night 
we had much rain. 

The next day the weather became very 
thick, heavy, and cloudy, with almofi: con
tinued :£howers of fmall rain, and our 

breeze iliifted to a gale. Throughout 

the night it rained violently, and con

tinued fa till ten the next morning, when 

it ceafed, and became quite calm: but 

at eleven a violent fquall came on, 
and the wind almoft in an infiant fprung 

up from the N. N. \V. upon which we 

altered our courfe to weft. We obferved 

to-day a great number, of what we at 

firfi fuppofed to be Portuguefe men of 
war, as the feamf.'n call them (ilOlotilltricl, 

Lin.), upon the furface of the water, but 

1Upon a clofer infpeB:ion they proved to 

be a different animal, and belonged to the 

doris genus of Linnxus. We Jikewife 

VOL. II. 0 fa.w 
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{:liV mJ.ny beautiful fnails of a fine pur

ple colour (/It'lixjanthino, Lin.) and [orne 

fmall crabs, whofe colour was light blue. 

1 n the afternoon there were many alba

troifes about. 

Our latitude the following day (April; 

ith), w:,s 30 deg. 6 min. N. and we had 

a heavy [.::3. goin:;. About five in the 

afternoon the ',\.~e,1thcr cleared up; and 

the ne~t day the "\yind was variable from 

N. to N. L and in the afternoon it 

fhifted to ean. In the night however i~ 

gradually veered round to [outh. 

Friday (the 9th) the weather was plea
iant, with flying clouds and haze, and

the thermometer fioed at 7 I deg. Our 

ob[erved latitude was 32 aeg. 1,6 min, N. 

and longitude 166 deg. 58 min. E. 

In the afternoon we obferved a great 
quantity of [cum, or rather [pawn, up

on i!he water, which the failors ludi

crouDy called fea faw-duft; and the fe~ 

appeared remarkably light. coloured. 

Ou~ 
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Our winds riow became -very variable. 

In the morning (Saturday, I oth~, it blew 

from the N. E. by N. but ihifted to E. 
in the afternoon, and at night to S. S. E. 

and S. Vve had a heavy [well from tl1,,: 

N. N. W. 
The next day was cloudy, T,vith con

tinual rain, the wind S. and the thermo

meter fiood at 62 deg. and 64 deg. To

wards noon, it blew a gale from the S. W. 

rOur obferved latitude was 35 deg. 30 
min. N. and our longitude 166 deg. 30 
min. E. V1 e faw a puffin in the after

noon, and pafi'ed a bunch of fea-weed. 

At {ix, our friendly gale left us, and the 

wind fhifted to \V. and about half an hour 

after to N. \V. where it remained till nine, 

and then veered round gradually to N. E. 
In this corner it remained for four 

days, during which time it blew heavy 

gales, which puihed us on at a fine rate 
to our port. vVe now began to find a 

material alteration in the climate, the 

thermometer varying from sof deg. to 4 I 

o 2 deg. 



deg. Our btitmle on the r 2th, "V:lS 3 7 
dcg. \0 min. N. and we [:lW many por

pune;, fheenyaters, and a few albatroITes. 

Our grog, \'.'[lie]l, from our arrival at 

Sandwich iDes to this time, had been 

fcrved cut at a very :!hort allowance, was 

this day.ifTued out in full quan6y. 

On the I j th, \ye had fmall rain, '\\'ith 

he:.lYY, cloud), weather, our courie N. N. 
"V. The Refolution, in confequencc of 

the hcJ.YY D:J.c;, and her perpetual labour

ing as i.t vvct'c, became \'ery 1e:.!1:y, making 

eight inches of \Y.}tl:r within the hour, 

\~ihich kept our Fuml's aimon confiantIy 

at work. H(r upper-works were alfo 

\'cry bad, \';hieh rendered every thing 

\vct and uncomfortable. In the evening, 

it bJc\v [0 frefh th::tt ,"ie v:ere under the 

neceffity of taking in all our fails except 

the fore and main-fail, and of getting 

down top-gallant-yards. 

On the 16th, we had Jight, variable 

airs, with open, cloudy weather. Our 

latitude was 42 deg. 8 min. N. and the 

thermo-



thermometer vaded from 39,deg. to 43+ 
deg. We faw f~ver;ll alb;ltroffes, a:1d a 
few fulmars and brown p~treb. 

The next day a fine gale [prung up 
from the E. S. E. and, the weather being 
tolerably fine, all the w:et things were 

got up from between decks, to dry, an,d 

£.r~s were placed in variou,s parts of the 

iliip, as, there was fca).",{:e a dry boar~l in 

,her, on account of the many heavy feas 
iN: iliip;ped. In the 'courfe of the night, 

we had heavy gales of v .. -ind from the. 

fouthward, attended with rain and neet. 

The 11:5,th, waf> cloudy, with {mall rain, 

a-l)d t4e thenpomete,r w<;t.S at 38 :- deg and 

4'1 deg.; A!)o;ut fesell in the mcrning, 

we paired a log of wood, and faw -a Hock 
of ducks, and many f~all grey petrels. 
Our latitude to-day, by an indifferent ob

fervation, was 46 deg. 9 min. ,N At t'NO 
I 

in the afternoon, the wind fhifted to \Y. 
S. 'V. and we' had fev'eral heavy lhowers 
of fnow, which brought down the ther

m )meter to 3 ; deg. m a very ihort 
o 3 time. 



time. In the night, much fnow fell, anq 

the wind was very turbulent from the 
S. VI/. with a heJ.vy rolling fea going, 
Our v.lri:J.ti'Jn to-day was 7 cicg-, 3 I mm. 

Eaft. 
The J gth, we had much fnow, with 

a few intervals of [unihine, the thermo

meter varying from 2]} deg. to 34 deg. 

The water now appeared of a dark green 
colour, which feemecl to indicate found
ings. In the nigh~, the wird ilii:tecl 
from S. S. E. to N. N. VV. 

Th~ next day was fine and clear, 

though cold; our courfe N. E. In the 
morning, we faw many gulls, and our ob

ferved latitude was 49 deg. 48 min. N. 
In the afternoon, we fawa whale, and it:!. 
the night had feveral Rallies of lightning 

and {howers of fleet. 

Wednefday, April 2 dt, we faw a [mall 
land-bird and feveral gulls. Our latitude 

was 50 deg. 26 min. N. and at five in 
the afternoon we founded, but found no 

~\ound with one hundred and twenty fa-

thoms 



{ f99 ) 

thorns of line, though the water fEll had 
that dark appearance. 

Thurfday was cloudy, with {howers of 
fleet, which, as it froze very hard, en

compa(fed our rigging fo much, as to 

render it difficult to work the fails; At 

fix in the morning, we again founded 

with ninety fathom, but were no more 

fuccefsful than yeHerday. At eleven, a 

flock of ducks flew paft the ihips, and at 
noon, being in latitude 5 r deg. 28 n~iL1. 

N. began to look out for the land. 

The next day, we had thiclc foggy 

weather, with the wind at N. E. At one 

in the morning, we founded, and found 

ground at [eventy fathom, with a muddy 

bottom; and at five, faw land (part of 
Alia), extending from N. by W. to S. S. 
W. It made in high mountains, and was 

quite covered with fnow. The weather be
ing very foggy, we,at fix,tacked and ftood 

off till noon, when we tacked again, pur
fuing a N. N. W. courfe. Our latitude 
to-day, by double altitudes, was 52 cleg. 

o 4 II mm. 
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I I mm. N. At four in the afternoon', 

we again fay\' the land, the extremes of 

which bore N. and S. W. + S. \Ve had 

now many flocks of ducks and gulls a
bout us. At half paft feven in the even

ing, we tacked :Chip, our foundings fifty

eight fathom, with a foft muddy bottom. 
In the night, we had moderate breezes, 
with fleet and hard froft, the thermome

ter ftanding at 30 deg. 
At two in the morning, we ftood in 

for the land, but the weather being thick 
and hazy, we, at fix, tackfld :Chip. At 

four in the afternoon, we juft got a 
glimpfe of the land, which bore N. W. 

Sunday, April'!5th, at four in the 
morning, we made for the land. At 
nine, the wind was E. N. E. accompanied

with :Chowers of [now, and we faw no
thing of the land till eleven, when, it 
clearing up, we found ourfelves abreaft 

of an opening, which we fuppofed to be 

the entrallce of the bay of Awatfchka. 

Having no knowledge of this part of the 

co aft, 
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coa(l, and being unable to determine our 

latitude a;:curately, for want of an obfer
vation, we foon after frood off. By our 

account, we were feventeen miles to the 

fouthward of the bay; and, as there was 

an opening laid down in the Ruffian 

charts nearly that difrance from Awatfch

ka, we concluded it was it. At four in 
the afternoon, we tacked and made for 

the land. The weather was very cold 
and fevere, with frefh breezes from the 
N. E. and frequent fhowers of [now, the 

thermometer Handing at 2 ~ deg. At 

eight in the evening, we frood off for the 

night. 

Monday the 26th, was thick and 

cloudy, with continual fhowers of fnow. 

At four in the morning, we again made 

for the land, but at nine, the weather 

being very thick, and the wind blowing 
a g:tle from the N. E. we v;.'Ore ihip and 
flood to the E. S. E, A t three in the 
ClJternoon, the wind coming farther to 

the eafiward, we tacked, and obferved a 

N. by E. 



{ 282 

X. by E. courfe till tw~1ve at nigh.t, when 
we :fiood from the land. We 'had inccf
fant {now !howers the whQle night. 

At fix the next morning, we tacked 

fhip and purfued a N. W. courfe. At 
reven, it became rather dearer, and we 

.had a glimpfe of the fun, a pleafure 
which we had not experienced for three 

days before. At ten, we faw the land 
under our lee and upon the flarboard 

bow; from the apRearance of it, we fup
pofed ourfelves confiderably to the fomh
ward of Awatfchka, and after running 
in with it till eleven, we tacked;. but 
our obferved latitude at noon, '\.vhich was 

52. deg. 45+ min. N. proved that we were 
nearer our port than we imagined. We 

"' 
foon afJer let out all our reefs, and at two 
made for the land. Our foundings, at 
eleven, were fifty-eight fathom, the bot

tom a grey fand. The land in this part 
rifes in moderately high hills, which were 
well flocked with trees, hut at this time 

were almoft entirely en veioped in fnoW. 
The 
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'The Difcovery was at this time out of 

fight, and did not arrive in the bay till 
the fir£l of May. At five, we were well 
in with the land, and ['lW many fmall 
and very particular fpecies of whale; they 
were black, their head round, with two 

white £lripes on each fide their neck, and 
;J. remarkably long and narrow fin upon 

their back; in fize, they were about four 

times larger than a porpufs. This fiih is 
probably what the Ruffians call katfatki. 

At half pa£l fix, finding we were _not able 
to reaGh the mouth of the bay, which 

was about four miles a-head of tis, we 

tacked and £lood off till twelve. 

A t four the next morning, we tacked, 

and at fix were well in with the land, 

having a light breeze 'at N. ; but [oon 

after the wind came off the land, and we 

were obliged to tack. At nine, it became 
calm, -and our obferved latitude was 52 
deg. 47 min N. At four in the after

noon, we were £landing into the bay, with. 

a fine little bl,"eeze from the S. vV. our 

9 courfe 
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courfe N. N. W. our foundings decreafed 

very gradually from twenty to fix fa.

thorns; and in the latter depth we, at 

feven in the evening, let go our fmall 

bower-anchor, the northermoft point of 

the bay bearing S. E. f S. the fouthermoft 
S. by E. 

\Ve now were anxious to find out the 

Ruffian ofirog, or town, which, from the 

accounts we had received at U nalafchka 

from Ifmyloff, we were led to Llppofe 

was a capital one, confide ring the place, 
and which he told us was fecured by a 
fortification that mounted forty guns. 

But how great was our furprize, vvhen, 

upon examining every corner of the pay 

with our glaffes, we could only difcover 

a few huts at the bottom of a fmall bay, 

which proved to be the harbour of St Pe
ter and St. Paul. Upon Ollr landing, !l 

day or two after, our laughter \vas fuffi
ciently <:xcited, upon finding this town 

dwindled to a poor forlorn hamlet, con

taining only twenty-one wooden build-
S mgs, 



( 2°5 ) 

ings, including jourts, balagans, and 
houfes; and the formidable battery 
fhrunk up to two guns, one of which 
was a two-pounder, the other a fwivel. 

The bay, which is extenfive, was nearly 
filled with ice, and we faw prodigious 
flocks of ducks of various [pecies, and 

alfo gulls, fea parrots, Greenland pigeons, 
ravens, and eagles. During the night, 

a great quantity of ice drifted out of the 
bay with the tide. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. XXX. 

An qfficer fent on flore-his reception then 
-tlle major; J letter fent to BolJclzaio .. 

reeka-the arri"..:al if the DiJcoverJ
, one of t he governor's domejiics arr/ves 

-the condu8 oj Ifin),lqff-a trade opened 

/orjl,rs-caj)tain Gore, Mr. King, &c. 

ilttended by the Gt!rma,,~ Jet oJ! for 

BolJcbaia-rceka-tlre RzJjians terribly qf. 
J!ic7ed c;.,:·itb tIle rcur~)'-meet with fuc

fejs in hauling .t Ize feim. 

T HE next morning at fix:, Mr. King, 

firft lieutenant of the Refolution, 

was fent on !hore to fee if it was practi-" 

cable to open any kind of intercourfe with 

the Ruffians or Kamtfchadales, and to de:.. 
liver two letters which were giyen the 
captain by Ifmyloff: and Mr. Bligh, the 

mafter, was direCted to found the bay 
which lays off the oftrog, and to fee if it 
afforded a good birth for the !hips. He 

returned 
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returned at nine, w~th an accoum of its 

being fecure, and that the depth of water 

I;':as eight, nine, and ten fathoms. 

During the time of his being employed 

in this buIlnefs, a man belonging to the 

village, being upon the ice in his fledge, 

and not feeing l'v1r. Bligh, or any of our 

people, came upon them all at once, 

which fo terrified the poor Ruffian, that 

he made off with ail the expedition his 
dogs could ufe; but being wilEng to fa

tisfy his curiOllty, he again ventured 
nearer, but not being much pleafed with 

the appearance of our p~ople, he wheeled 

round, and returned to the village. By 

this time Mr. King had landed, when
[hree others in fledges Cl.:::e to re

connoitre, but foon made off as the other 

had done; he, ho\veyer, frill proceeded 

towards the village, where he was met 

by a party, whom he joined, and was. af

terwards conduC1ed to one of the houfes • 

. ~\t ten, we t00k up our anchor, and, with 

fin the boats a-head towing, made the beft 
of 
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(If our ,yay for the bay in which thF' ofirog 

was fitll~lltL; but the wan~ of ,vind, and 

the obH:ruCtions we encountered from the 
ice, rendered it very tedious. At noon, 
Mr. King returned: the party who met 
him confiH:e:~ of fourteen or fixteen R uf
fians aad Kamtfchatdales, all armed with 
rnufkets and bayonets fixed, and headed 
by a man of a very decent apI--:.,-ance ; 
upon the delivery of the two letters (one 
of which was direC1:ed to the commanding 

officer at this place, the other to major 

Bchm, the governor of Kamtfchatka, who 

rdided at Bolfch:~ia-reeka) he very polite

ly defired him to walk to his houfe, which 

was fmall, and 'built of wood, and toler
ably clean, though very hot. Breakfafl: 
v.-as foon prepared, which confified of tea 
and rye-bread and butter; after which he 
conduC1:ed 1\Jr. King to the different 
houfes, &c. of the village. Upon their 
r(turn, \vhich was about three hours after, 
they found dinner made ready, and a bet

ter one than .... vas expected; it confifted 

of 
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of beef cut fmall, fome baked rice, mince-
, meat puffs, a large bird, which waS fup

pofed to be a goofe or fomething of that 
kind, with bread and butter; the drink, 
which was qua{fe, tafted like fmall beer 
mixed with water, and had a flight acid fla
vour. During this repaft, at which there 
was only this gentleman and Mr. King 
(Ills wife not daring to fit at table), fie in
formed him, as well as figns would per
mit, that he held the rank of ferjeant, and 
had the co~nmand at this place; the letter 
to major Behm, he faid, fhould be for
warded diretlly, but that it would be full 
four days before an anfwer could be re
turned, as their only ~thod of travelling 
was in fledges drawn by dogs. 

At feven in the evening, we let go our 
anchor in eleven fathom, and foon after 

moored iliip, when the two extremes of 

the harbour bore S. 7f deg. E. and S. I 1 

deg. E. The night was very fevere. 
All hands were em ployed the next day 

(Friday, April 30th), in overhauling va-
VOL. II. P riou~ 
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rious parts of the rigging and other ar

ticles. vVe obferved icveral fledges paff

ing and repaffing from the ofirog towards 

Bolfchaia-reeka, but not a foul ventured 

near the fuip. This morning we defcried 

our confort at a great difiance making for 

the bay; and fame time after a boat was 

difpatched to a look-out houfe upon a hill, 

fituated at the entrance of the bay, with 

a flag to hoifi, with a view of informing 

her of our arrival. Several of the gentle

men went on {hare to vifit the ferjeant, 

:md two bottles of rum were fent to him 

from the captain; in return for which, 

~e fent on board a fine fowl cf the groufe 

kind (tetrao urogallus), and tw~~ty trout. 

In the afternoon, our gentlemen returned 

from the {hare, where they experienced 

eY~ry civiEty from the ferjeant, who be

gan to have many [ymptoms of the iCurvy 

upon him, particularly ["velled legs, at

tended with livid fpots. 

Saturday was fine and pleafant, with 

11affing clouds and haze. In the couric 

8 of 
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of the night, we had boats out with fhoot

ing parties, but their fuccefs was by no 
means equal to their expectations, the 

ducks, &c. being very fhy. At ten in 
the morning, the Difcovery came in, and 

anchored near us; and fome time after 

our launch, with a firong party of hands, 

were fent to endeavour to cut a paffage in 

the ice up to the ofirog, large enough to 
admit a boat, but it proved too great an 

undertaking. In the afternoon, the 

carpenters were employed in c2.ulking the 

:£hip's fides, and the fail-makers repairing 

the fails; the other people were at work 

in the hold, getting provifion to hand for 

our northern cruife. In the night we had 

frefh breezes with ihowers of fnow. 
May the 2d, the weather was very cold, 

thick, and heavy, with ihowers of fmall 

fnow. The thermometer was as low as 

28 deg. and in th~ afternoon it cle'1red 

up, but froze very feverely in the night. 
vVe had frefh breezes the next day from 

the wefi, which prevented the caulkers 

P 2 from 
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t. ~m w:xking; the carpenters were favT

ing plank, and the fail-makers frill re

pa:ring fails. This being the day on which 

the major was expeCted to arrive, Mr. 

King was fent on £bore to receive him. 

The boat in which he went was foon af
ter furrounded by a quantity of drift ice,. 

upon which the launch was difpatched to 

her allifiance, and was entangled in the 

fame manner, as was the Difcovery's jolly 

boat: men and boats from the {hips 

were ordered )0 get them off, if pollible, 

but without fuccefs. In the evening Mr. 
King returned on board, but nobody had 
as yet arrived. 

At four the next morning, the ice mak

ing its way out of the bay with the tide, 

we recovered our boats, without their 

having received any material damage. 
At nine, a number of fledges were dif
patched from the ofrrog to the border of 
the ice nearefr the {hi ps; the pinnace was 

fent to them, and brought on board fix: 
Ruffians and a German. They were in-

2 traduced 
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troduced to the captain, and the latter de~ 

livered him a letter from the major, which 
was wrote in German. Fortunately we 

had feveral people on board, who both 
[poke and wrote that language. The pur

port of it was, that he had fent one of his 
domefiics to treat with us for any thing 

we wanted; that we could be fupplied 
with freili provifions from Bolfchaia-reeka 

and many other articles; but they were 

rather exorbitant in their demands, charg

ing a hundred rubles for an ox, and other 
things in proportion, The letter was 
direCled to the commander of the E ngliili 

packet-boat. This mifiake in the direc
tion proceeded entirely from the a<:count 

which lfmyloff had given of us, in his 

letter to the major: it [eems he had re

prefented the lhips only as two packet 
boats; that there were no officers on board 

either, and that he looked upon us in no 

better light than a fet of {harpers, and 

that they would do well to be upon their 

guard. This genius, who was defirous of 
p 3 affuming 
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afTuming the character of a fuperior of
ficer,duringour flay at Unalafchka, proved 
at Iafl: to be only a writer to the company 

of traders. \Vhen in his cups (which 
was a c;rcumftance nr_t very uncommon) 

he frequen" J h:( 1 derided tile fm:lllne[s of 

the veffels, fayin[, r- Py were not fuips but 

packet-boats, but we did not expeCt that 

he would have gone fo far in his ill-na
tured reprefentations as we found he had. 
The major's letter h·y,Yc','er was couched 

in very polite terms. After breakfaft, 
they all returned to the fuore, and at two 
in the afternoon the German came on 

board again, attended by a Ruffian mer

chant and a priefr. The latter had quite 
the appearance of a gentleman; he wore 
his own hair, his beard was long and 

flo,:i:lg, 2;.~ -1 his drefs confined of a light 

grey C:L'L:: ~d cloth coat, with large open 

fleeves, a kir,d of carrock of very light 

cloth tied round with a party coloured 

fl1k fafh, and his ftockings were black. 
His name WJS Roeman Varaibaggen, his 

parent~ 
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parents were Ruffians, but he was born at 

Kamtfchatka. His houfewas fitu:lted atthe 

head of the bay to the wefiward, at a 

fmall village called Paratounka. The 

merchant, whofe name was Feodofltch, \1''18 

a native of Mofcow, which city he left in 

1778, being induced, by the great advan

tages arifing from trade, with the northern 

parts of China, to fettle in thefe diftant 
parts. The Germa~1 is J. native of Loef

land,:l11d has lived with the major many 

years. They were much plc:lfe'~ with 

their reception, and at fix in the c\'er~ing 

returned to the {hore. 

The next day (Wed~efthy) M:-,y .:th) 

they dined on board the Difco\'cry, :l!1d in 

the aftern0;m, by the perlid1iDl1 of the 

captains, a trade was opened for beaver 
and other {kins, many of which the mer

chant very gladly purchafed The p"-ice 
was thirty rubles for the b:::P.:, and the in
ferior ones in proportion. 

On Thmfday, the weathervvas th:ck 

and difagreeable, \vith ih,y,vers of fmall 

P 4 
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{now, And a very cold raw wind from the 
E. and E. S. E. In the morning, trade 

began very brifldy, bw.t the merchant find

ing that the ftocks of furs gr.~tly exceeded 
his expeCtations, made- a confiderable al

teration in his price; and everyone being 

.~nxious to difpofe of what he had", they 
were in g.eneral fold greatly b~low their 

• 
value. In. the nigHt the greateft part of 

the ice floated out of the harbour, and one , 
large piece ~ruc'k the Refolution with fuch 

force as to make 'her drag her anchor. 

Friday morning at fix, captain Gore, 
Mr. King, and Mr. Webber, -';ho aCted 

as interpreter, attended by the merchant 

and German, fet off for Bolfchaia-reeka, 

upon a viflt to the governor. Moft of the 
Ruffians were moft terribly affliCted with 
the fcurvy; apd one man had been ill near 
four years ; he had loft the ufe of both 
legs, the joi~ts of wh~ch were fo contraCted, 
as to render them immoveable. This 
dift'rd.;:r is entirely occafloned by their 
!:;,1'\ manner of living: in the winter fea-

fOil 
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fon they {hut themfelves up in their houfes, 
which abfolutely refemble ovens, and will 
not admit the leaft freili air. Immerfed 

, 

in this nafty atmofphere, which is ren-
dered frill more difagreeable by the fmeH 
of dried fiili, and exhalations from many 

other things (for they are too lazy to of
fer their facrifices to Cloacina out of 
doors), it is no wonder that it rages with 

fuch violence among them. Their wives 

on the contrary, and the Kamtfchadales, 

who are obliged to be the naves, are nevel" 
affected with it. 

The air the next morning was, com
paratively [peaking, very warm, the ther

mometer rifing up to 49 + deg. and great 

quantities of ice floated out of the bay: 

the fnow began to diffolve too. The car

penters, fail-makers, and caulkers, all em
ployed in their feveral departments. To
wards evening it became cool, with freih 
breezes from the S. E. and E. S. E. and 
the thermometer fell to 37 deg. -;;-. in the 
pight we had feveral {bowers of fnm,y. 

SU112ay 
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Sunday (the 9th) was cloudy. About 
[even in the morning, we had a heayy 
[quail from the E. S. E. during which the 

Refolution's launch layin:; alongGde, 

deeply laden with a fmall anchor and 
[everd ha','il( ;S, and the carpenter's caulk

ing tools, fhipped fa much water. ~ ',;: fhe 

went down, and was with [:.',. _-L .lincul ty 
recovered again; fortunattlY, the anchor 

and hawfers were fecured in h~r, but the 

tools were all loft. In the afternoon we 
had frequent fhovvers of [now. 

We had frefh breezes the next day 
from the N. N. E. with fnow. At this 
time we were in a very pc or fiate, with 

refpect to frefh proviGom, and was it not 
for a few cod fl.fh) and now and then a 

duck or gull, which we fhot, \7C might as 

wdl b~lve been at fea. At four in the 
afternoon, it blew a perfect gale, and we 
"cre under the neccffity of firiking 

yards and top-mafts, but in the evening it 
became quite calm. Captain Clerke re

cc;",'cd a letter from l\11r. King to-day, in
l'~IP1~ing him that they would not be able 



( 21 9 ) 

to reach the end of their journey till this 

night, on account of the tedioufnefs of 
travelling, which was fometimes by water 

in flat-bottomed boats, forced on by two 

men with poles; as to their fledges, they 

could only ufe them in the night, as the 

thaw rendered it impoffible to travel III 

the day. 

The greatefi part of the J~. th was 

p.aiTed, in removing the £hips nearer in

{hor'?, and on the 12th a party \vas fent 

to cut wood, and our empty caik:s were 

got on £hore to repair. The Refolutioll 

was found to be in a :fad frate, many of 

.the trunnels being fo rotten as to crumble 

to pieces. At eleven the captain went 

on {hore, and was received with great re

fpect by the ferjeant, who with his little 

boy dined on bo.ard. 

The next day (13th) the weather was 

fine and clear, the thermometer yarying 

from 3 I deg. to 50 deg. The fcorbutic 
p.eople on £hore, in confequence of the 

affiftance they received from us, were get-

ting 
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ting better, and the wild garIick made its 

appearance; but notwithfi:anding they 
were fo well acquainted with its virtues 

in their diforder, it was with the utmoft 

reluCl:ance they quitted their houfes to feek 
for it. Such extreme ]azinefs was fcarce 

ever known before. The ice and fnow 

began now to leave us very rapidly, and 

vegetation came or: faft. 
Friday was fine, clear, and warm, and 

all hands were bufy. Many fhooting par

ties were out, who obferved the tracks of 

bears in the fnow, and met with many 

foxes, which were all of the red kind; 

they likewife faw two white hares, but 
they were fuy. In the evening the wea

ther became thick and foggy. 

S_tmdzy morning was foggy till ten, 
\\ hen it became clear; and at eleven a 

party \vas rent to haul the feine; they 

broL!~:ht on board near fifty trout, and up
v;ard~ Gt' three hundred flat fifh; the far

mer were very poor and indifferent, but the 

latt:r v;cre i:J. full feafon, and were re-

markab\; 
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markable fiih, being ftudded as it ~ere in 

every part with fmall prickly knobs, the 

fins and tail being ftriped with black and 
brown. In t..1-te afternoon, the butchers 
were fent on fhore to kill a fmall bullock, 
which the captain had procured for our 
Sunday's dinner. 

The next morning was likewife foggy, 
but as yefterday, it cleared up between 
nine and ten; the wind was S. E. by S. 
Freih beef was ferved to the ihip's com
pany to-day, which was the fiff!: we had 
tafted fince our departure from the Cape 
of Good Hope in December 1776, being 
two years and five months. In the after
noon feveral Ruffians came on board, and 
were entertained by the failors as ,vell as 

circumfiances would permit. In the night 

John- Macintofh, one of the carpenter's 
crew, who had been troubled with a fe
vere dyfentery ever fince our departure 
from Sandwich liles, departed this life. 

On Monday morning a party was 

fent to collea greens for the !hip's COffi

pann 
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pany; they confiiled principally of wild 

garlick and nettle-tops, and when boiled 

up ,yith wheat, proved a moil excellent 

and falutary breakfafi: we alfo hauled the 

feine, and caught plenty of f]ili. About 

ten the captain received another letter 

from Mr. King, informing him of the 

yery great civilities they had experienced 

from the major, who in a day or two pro

mifed to return with the~n. Several head 

of cattle were ordered down to the {hips, 

~nd we were to be fuppliec1 with a large 

quantity of flour, for which he would 

take nothing but a receipt, faying, that 

he was certain the empreis \yould be hap

py to accommodate any of his Britannic 

MajePcy's {hips, y.'ith whatever it was in 
her power to giYeo 

The next day all hands were employed 

in putting the {hips into fome degree of 

order for the reception of the governor. 

At ten we hauled the feine, and met with 

good fuccefs. 

\Ved-
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W ednefday (the I 9th) was cloudy; aJld 

every body was bUlled as yefterday. In 
the evening, the ice which furrounded the 

oftrog, floated out of the bay with the 

ebb tide. 
The 20th, was fine and pleafant; and 

the weather warm, which in fome meafure 

impeded the journey of our expeCted vi

fitants, by caufing a general thaw. Our 
latitude to-day, obferved with a variety of 

quadrants, was 52 deg. 58 min. ~ N. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. XXXI. 

Arrival of the major-wllO is received with 
proper ceremony-and dines with the 
captain-he viJits the Difcovery-and 
dines there-departs for Bo!fchaia-reeka 
-the captain jinds difpatches by him
all eruption of the Awachinjkoy mountain 
-we proceed on our voyage to the north .. 

ward. 

T HE firft part of Friday morning was 

thick and foggy, but about nine it 

cleared up. Our carpenters, fail-makers, 
wooders, &c. all bufy in their feveral 

employments. At five in the afternoon, 

the ferjeant came on board, and informed 

the captain that major Behm would wait 

upon him in the morning. 
At nine the next morning, he came on 

board, attended by the prieft, Feodofitch 
the merchant, a mafter of one of the em

pre(fes gall eats, "\yhich pafs and repafs 

from 
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from Bolihaia-reeka to Ochoti"k, another 

merchant belonging to the company, and 

the mafter of the fman £loop that was at 

'this place. He was received by all the 

marines under arms, and faluted with thir
teen guns. He was near fix f:et high, 

rather corpulent, and was very polite and 

affable in his addrefs. He wore his uni

form, which was dark greei1, "vith plain 

gold buttons, a fcarlet waiftcoat trim'med 

with broad gold lace, and ;:1, gold laced 

hat with a white cockade. After break

faft, he was fhewed the different cabins 
:md births of the {hip, and feemed much 

{'leafed to find them fo neat and conve

nient: he expreiTed his furprize at feeing 

fuch a number of men fo perfectly healthy 

after fo long a voyage, and remarked 

that v,re mufl: ce1tainly have taken every 

precaution in the world to prevent the 

[curvy, which in all their {hips makes 

terrible havock among the men. The 
fize of our veffels appeared to firike him, 

as being too large ~ but when he refleCted 

VOL. II. Q. upon 



upon the length of time voyages of this 

kind took up, and the great neceffity 

there was for room to flow away pro

villons, he acknowledged himfelf rather 
miftaken. The veffds which the mer
chants in general fit out, are [eIdom more 

than fifty or llxty tons burthen, and carry 
forty men; out of which number there 

are frequently only ten or twelve return, 

being either cut off by the natives, or 
deftroyed by the [curvy. 

In the evening he returned to the £hare; 
and the next morning at ten came on 
board again, and flayed till near onc, 

when he proceeded to the Difcovery, 
where he was received with the [arne 
ceremony as yefterday. Trade was again 

rene',','ed, but the Ruffians would not offer 

fo high a price as before. Towa'fds even
ing moft of them returned to the !hare, 
fmging, and not a little elevated. 

IJ'he beft part of the morning (Monday 

the 24th) our people wer~ getting in iliin

gle-b~lHaft, and at ten the major and the 

gentlemen 



( 227 ) 

gentlemen with him came on board; they 
breakfafted with the captain and dined in 
the gun-room. On Tuefday they again 

din~d with captain Clerke, and at their 

departure, which was at half paft fix in 

the evening, both £hips were manned, and 
faluted him with thirteen guns each, and 

three huzzas, which were returned from 
the pinnace. He was very defirous of 

making a pecuniary pn;fent to the £hip's 
company, which the captain wou:d by 
no means permit; he however infifl:ed 

upon giving the pinnace's crew fome
thing, as a reward for the trouble they 
had been at in carrying him backwards 

and forwards. He expreffed a great de
fire to be informed of the event of the 

remaining part of the voyage, which cap
tain Clerke promifed him he would do. 

B~th the captains made him prefents of 
rum, wine, fait beef, and pork, both 

which he is very fond of, and a variety 
of articles in the curiofity-way, which he 

prepofed giving to the em prefs, upon his 
Cl....z return 
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return to Petcrfburg. This morning the 
Difcovery's people, who were out with 
the [cine, caught as many fine herrings 
as ferved both :fhip's companies for two 

days, befides a great number that were 
left behind; and the toyon or chief of 

I 

the Kamtfchadales at this place pref~nted 
the captains with three quarters of a wild 

iheep Vapra ammon, Lin.) :which 'is 
efteemed a great delicacy. 

Wednefday morning at one, the major 
fet off for Bolfchaia-reeka, attended- by 
Nlr. King and Mr. vVebber, who were to 

accompany him pa:t of the way. As h8 
propofed leaving this part of the world in 
the courfe of a month (having at his own 

requeft, and by the permiffion of the em
prefs, refigned the government to captain 

'\Vafilowitz Hiny lotf) and to return to Pe-. 

tedburg, captain Clerke thought it a very 
convenient opportunity of fending dif

patches, &c. to the Admiralty. Copies 
of the voyage, drawings, and charts, di

reCted to the Britifu ambaifador at the 
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court of Ruffia, ,,~ere accordingly packed 
up, which the major promifed to take 
care of. All our hands were very bufy, 

cutting wood, getting caiks on {hore, 

taking in ballaft, and caulking the ihip. 
Thurfday and Friday, the weather was 

thick. and foggy, and all hands were em

ployed as ufual. 

On Sat\lrday evening (lVIay ~9th), .we 
caught with the feine fome very fine 
[melts, and on Monday took a wolf-fiili, 

(anarhichas lupus, Lin.) The {hore novv'" 
began to affurrie its proper hue, and the 
w'ild celery and faranne '[prouted up very 

faft. Among other birds, we c011ld plain
ly diftinguilh the cuckow, nightingale, 

and wood lark. 
011 Wednefday afternoon our launch 

was fent to the ftore-houfe, for the flour 
we were to receive. It was packed up in a 

kind of ikin or parchment bundles, each 

weighing about two poods, and was 
coar[e and indifferent l though the bei1; 
that could be pr8cured in this part of the 

Q..3 world: 



· world; but, bad as it was, it proved a weI· 

come fupply for us, who iliould have been 
much difireffed without it. lhe floop 

was by this time nearly rigged; ihe was 
it feems, defiined for the ifland Una· 

lafchka. 

Thurfday, June 3d, we were employed 

in ftowing away tbe flour in caiks and 

bringing off wood and water. In the 

evening, it became thick and heavy, with 
freili gales from the weftward, attended 

with continual rain. 
All the next day was thick and cloudy, 

with continued iliowers of rain, an.d gales 
of wind from the N. N. E. N. E. and E. 
It being the anniverfary of his Majefty's 

birth day, both iliips fired twenty-one 
guns. In the courfe of the night, we 
had feveral fnow iliowers, 

We had t>ick, hazy weather, with 

drizzling rain, ,)11 Saturday, and light 

breezes :-rom the S. E. and S, S. E. Our 

people caught great numbers of fine cod 

to-day, 
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to-day, mofi of which they very prudent

ly falted, and put by fer future ufe. 

On Sunday morning, twenty-two head 

-of cattle arrived from Bolfchaia-reeka, for -

the ufe of the two {hips, and the major 

fent the captain a large jar of honey, 

fome frefu butter, a jar of figs, and a 

great number of eggs; and the toyon or 

chief of a Kamtfchatdale town, which lay 

near the river Awatfchka, prefented the 

captain and gentlemen of the gun-room 

with twenty brace of ducks. 

In the afternoon, the butchers were 
fent on {hore to kill one of the bullocks 

for to-morrow's ufe. 

It rained on Monday throughout the 

day, and on Tuefday (June oth) the 

winds varied all round the compa[s. Our 

people were employed in bending [ails) 

getting in hay, and making ready for [ea. 

The butchers were on {hore killing fome 

of the oxen, and the remaining ones were 

to be taken on board alive. 
In 
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In the afternoon of the loth (Thurfday h 
the prieft (with-his wife and daughte~) 
vifited lhe captain, and upon going on, 
board the Difcovery was faIuted with five 

guns, an honour which is fe~dom paid to 
the clergy. 

Friday was thick, hea.vy, and dou,dy, 
with fqual1s from the N. E. and E. at
tended with fmall rain. In the mor~

ing, we preparecl to ~nmoor, the wind 
appe'lring favourable for our getting oq.t 
of the bay; but upon the retu·rn of the 
jolly boat, which was difpatched to ob
ferve the true ftate of the wind, it was 
found to blow direB:ly in; fo we moored 
the £hip again. 

The next morning was more favour

able; and at three we began to unmool,", 
but the fmall bower-anchor had taken 
fuch hold in the ground, which was a fiiff 
clay, that even with the ~ftance of fev~
ral treble blocks, we could not weigh it 
~ill near three in the afternoon. At .~ 

Q~art~ paft five, t~e~bJft bower was got 

9 l;1P~ 
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np, and we made fail towards the mont4 
of the bay, but at half p~it feven dropped 

Dur anchor again· in ten fathollil· and a 

half, haying a foft, muddy bottom, the 

two points of the bay bearing S. E. by S. 

;lnd S. by E. + E. 
June 13th, at four in the morning, we 

weighed and again made fail, having the 

boats a-heaq to tow WI' At half pait ten 

a bree;z:e fprung up from the S. by E~ 

which, with the tide that began to flow~ 

obliged us to let go OlJr anchors again for 
~he prefent, the two points of the bay 

bearing S. by E. and S~ E.; two rocks at 

the mouth of the bay S. E. by S.; a fmall 

'rocky iiland E. by S. -;:- S.; and the har ... 

bour of St. Peter and St. Paul N. At five 

in the afternoon, we took up our anchors, 

but a thick fog coming on, we once 

more were under the neceffity of drop~ 

ping them. 

It was very foggy the next morning 

till eight, when it began to difp~r[e a 

Jittle, and we foon after wei~hed and 
~nade 
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made fail, with the boats a-head towing; 

but at nine, having a breeze from the S. 

E. and the tide being againll: us, V\e carne. 

to in eight fathom, with a fandy bottom, 

the points of the bay bearing S. ~ E. and 

S. E. -i- E.; the rocks at the mouth S. E • 
. ~ S.; the Awachinikoy mountain N. + 
:E.; and the rocky iOand N . .;- Vl. At 

ten, a party of our people were fent on 

fuore to collea greens for the ihip's com

pany, and thofe on board employed them
felves in fiihing. In the afternoon, three 

Kamtkhadales carne On board in a boat, 

with a prefent from the ferjeant of two 

'Very large f:drnnn., "'1:~(,J.l they called cha

vitfi; the captain returned fome rum as 

an equivalent. In the courfe of the day, 

the above mountain emitted a great quan

tity of fmoke, and during the night it 

was in a perfect fiate of eruption. 

The next day (Tuefday, 15th), the 

whole bay appeared as if in a fog, occa

fioned by the vaft quantity of fmoke and 

allies from the volcano. The fhip was 
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in feme places covered near an inch deep 
'with them. In the afternoon, after a 

loud and violent noife, a heavy fhower 

of fmall frones fell around us, which was 

the cafe, more or lefs, till the evening, 

when' it thundered and lightned pretty 

much, which was not to be wondered at, 
when we confider the quantity of fulphur 
and other fiery matter with which the air 
was loaded. About ten, all was frill and 
quiet, and remained fo during the night. 

At two the next morning, taking the 
advantage of a breeze from the N. W. 

we got up our anchors, made fail, and 
frood out to fea. At eight, we had light 

airs and calms, our difiance from the land 
about two leagues. The remaining part 
of the day the breezes were light and va

riable. 'Ve faw a few fheerwaters, guil

lemots, and fea parrots, but as it was the 
breeding feafon, bir~s of all kinds were 

fqm:e. 

CHAP. 



C HAP. XXXII. 

A (hOT'£: ,difcriptio11. if(the town oj St. Pt .. , 
fer and Paul, and a few, articlrs re

JpfCling tile Ka!~ztjiJrarlales-.~ ~p:vQlt at 
BolJch{lia-ree~'(1-/a!tlr y qf the go"crr ... 
no.,.--:-tIJeamou~t ,of the anJ2~al tribute qf 

• J •. , 

Kamtfi:hatka-the tlMy c!!' goods export~ 

,(ri an4 imported-number. of ~he mIlitary 

Qrder. 

A:! ~h,~ :ime that ~ul1er an~ Kr~fc~i~ 
, nmmkoff pubhihed theIr hlftoty 

of Rarntfchatk'a, tn6 various parts of that 
provin~e were In 'a flouriihing condition 1; 

but the' fmall-pox has fince that' period 
corrtID'itted fuch heavy depredations, that 
many towns and villages have -been en-! 
tirely depopulated. 

In --1'769, twenty thoufand of' the na

tIves died of the fmaU,..pox, feven thoufand 
of whom paid tribute. ... 

The town of St. Peter and St. Paul, 

Whic~is fituated upon a fpit of lo'\(V land 

tlvlt 







that extends neadv acrofs the harbour, n 

prefent confiHs of only twenty-one build

ings" including jourts (huts partly under 

ground), ballagans (houfes elevated upon 

poles) ,and hou[es; the beft of which are 

compofed of wood, and the intermediate 

chinks filled up vvith mofs, &c. At the 

head. of the harbour are two other build

ings, one of which ferves for a ftorehoufe, 

the other is the kafarma or hofpital. The 

church which Milller mentions, frood be.!. 

hind the hofpital, but there are not now 
the leaft traces of it; the only one that iE.;, 

within any reafonable difiance, is at the 

village of Paratounka, on the weHern 
fide of the bay, which is the reGdence of 

the priefi. The windows arc all compo[ed 

of the frins of falmon fev\red t02"ether. u , 

except thOle in the ferjeant's houfe, 'which 

are made of talc, and admit the light 

nearly as well as glafs. 

Bolfchaia-reeka is the largefi {own, 

.and conlifis of near a hundred hou[es, 

all of which are built upon the fame pLm 

a~ 



as at Petropauloufki; is is likewife the 

refidence of the governor. 

The Kamtfchadales have in a great 
meafure adopted the manners and cuftom& 

of the Ruffians, who marry and inter

marry with them. Amongft themfelves, 
they enter into the marriage fiate very 

young, generally when thirteen or four ... 

teen years of age. The women are very 

ordinary, being {hort in fiature, with 

broad faces, fmall eyes, very high cheek 
bones, and little nofes ; in {hort fo little, 

that when y{)U view them in a profile; 
only the tip is to be difcovered. 

In every village there is a toyon or 

chief, who, in any trifling difputes, is 

always applied to; but if they are of a 
ferious nature, they come under the cog

nizance of the principal perf on in the 
place; if he finds it difficult to fettle the 
affairs, they are transferred to the gover

nor at Bolfchaia-reeka, from whence there 
is no appeal. 

Major 
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Major Behm, who is a native of Livo

nia, has fanner ly been in the Swedifh 
fervice; he came to this place in 1773. 

In 1770, there was a revolt at Bolfchaia

reeka, which happened as follo~s:

feveral men, amongfl whom was a Polifh 
gentleman, who had, for fome capital 

mifdemeanors, been banilhed to this part 
of the world, obferving the murmuring 
and great difcontent which at that time 

prevailed among the CoJTacks and Kamt
fchadales, on account of the very fevere 
ufage they experienced from the Ruffians, 
took the advantage of their fituation, and, 

by fair words and large promifes, brought 
over a number of them to their interefi. 
A time was fixed for the execution of 
their fcheme, which was to murder the 

governor, whofe name was Nieloff, and 
rooft of the principal people, and to make 
their efcape. Every thing being ready, 
they rufhed into his houfe, and having 
difpatched him, as ",-,ell as fe, vera!, oth,rs 

who were t!).,~re, :hey, :n tl11:: )~ "jn or ',11'':; 

3 
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cOliuho'n which this affair occafioiled, 

fled to the fea fide, feized upon a noop 

which was laying there, and made for 

the northern parts of China, where they 

landed, and have not fince been heard of. 

The [,Iary of the government of Kamt

fchatka amounts to a thoufand rubles a

year: the pay of the ferjeant at Petw
pauloui1::.i is forty-fix rubles per annum. 

The Lilors iTl the merchants fervice have 

tiC' pay, but receive twenty rubJes for 

e',~cry good fea belver-frin they bring, 

and in proportion for the inferior onef'. 

The annud tribute of the province of 

1- ::tmtLlut;;:::l is computed at [even thou

[wd rubles: none JrC taxed till they ar.:.. 

li\-c at t::': age of eight~en ;"C11"S, ,'vhen 

each 11:1> S a {,IJle u::in. The duty on 

article.; of every bnd that pafs a~d repa[/) 

from Ochotfk to Bolfchaia-reekil, bring's 

-in a confiderable fum: upon landing in 

the province of Kamtfchatka, they pay 

half a ruble for every pood, and when. 

th~y convey any goods acrofs the Pcn-
ihinikol 



lliinfkoy fea to Ochotfk, the duty is a fox: 

frin, for the like weight. 
There are fix galliots at,Bolfchaia-reeka 

belonging to the emprefs, which are fet 

apart for the,'folepurpofe of tranfporting 

p.rovifions, &~. from Ochotfk to that 

place . 

. In the whole province of Kamtfchatka, . ' . 

which is extenfive, there are not above 

four hundred and ninety, or five hundred 
-. ., . ',," ,-

of the military, including Coffacks; out 

of which there ate one hundred and fifty 
at Bolfchaia-reeka, and thirty-one at St. 

Peter and Paul. 

C HAP. XXXIII. 

Cfranfiz8ions aJzd occurrmces frOi12 our leav;,;, 

ing Kamtfch;ltka to our makii:r- t.0e C.)t'/! 
./ --..) J 

'oj' .Ajia~ 

T HURSDPlV Tune I~t11 '~C"C cr .1.n ~ .i, J Ii,. c1.u , .. '" 

.;;,. throughout the day, with a few 
!howers of [mall rain. ' Our obfe:-ved la

titude was 5::: deg. 47 min. N. The next 
VOL. n. R (hy 



day we had a breeze from the S. S. E, 
quarter, and the weather was clear and 
pleafant, though rather cold. \Ve pro

ceeded in an E. N. E. direCtion tin half 

pafi ten, an~ then bore away to N. E. the' 

northermoft point of land at that time 

bearing about N. by E. In the after
noon, the wind ihifted 1:0 S. S. W. and it 
came on very thick and foggy. We faw a 

whale, a few guillemots, rea parrots, and 
.fh eerwaters. 

Our wind and "yeather continued the 
fame as yefierday, and our courfe N. E. 

In the evening, we faw an albatrofs and 

two or three fulmars; and at eight, got a 

caft of the lead, but found nD ground at 

a hundred and fixty fathoms. 

Sunday, June 20th, the weather ftill 

continued very foggy, with freih gales 
from the S. S. W. At half pafi two in 
the morning, we raw the land extending 
f!'C''ll N. to N. \V. by 'N. At three, the 
Refolution altered her courfe to E. N. E. 

and fired four gtms as a fignal for the Dif-
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tovery to do the faITle. Soon after, the 
fog became very thick, and continued fo 

till near feven, during which time guns 
were fired every half hour, which were 
all anfwered by the Difcovay. Our la

titude to-day was 54 deg. 55 min. N. and 
the variation 9 deg. 35 min. to the eaft
ward. 

The following day was tolerably clear, 

our wind and courfe as yefterday, till three 
in the afternooh, when the former changed 
to N. At two, we faw the land, the ex
tremes of which bore N. VV. by N. to 

W. N. W. and foon after hauled in for 
it, our courfe W N. W. At eight, it 

became calm, and foon after we founded, 
but got ho ground at ninety fathom. In 
the aftetnoon, a little breeze fprung up 
from the S. by W. our courfe N. by E. 
and at ten in the evening paifed a dead 
whale, upon which a great number of 
gulls and petrels were regaling, but it 
flunk moft abominably. 

R 2 Early 
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Early the next morning, the wind 
changed to W. and foon after to W. N. 

W. our courfe as before. At eight, wc 

had light airs, and the extremes of the 
land bore.S. 4+ deg. \V. and S. 74 deg. 

W. our difrance from it about fix leagues. 

Wednefday the 23d, was clear till fix 
in the morning, when a thick fog carne 
on, and the wind veered regularly from 

N. to E. by N. and in the afternoon to S. 

by W. our courfe frill N. N. K Our ob

ferved latitude was 57 deg. I I miI?-' N. 
and the variation 13 deg. 3 min. E. We 
now began to obferve a confiderable in

creafe in the lcngth of the days, it being 

light at two in the morning, and not dark 

til,l near twelve at night. 
The 24th, was clear throughout the 

day, our courfe N. E. by N. till eight in 
the morning, when we refumed our old 
one. \Ve obferved an infinite number of 

gulls about, and many arctic gulls. In 

the evening, our breeze left us. 

The 
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The next day we had fine, clear, warm, 

and plcafant weather, the thermometer 

varying from 44 deg. to 56 deg. A great 

number of gulls about, and fome arCtic 

gulls, which drive the others about at a 

firange rate, till the poor frighted birds 

void their excrements, which the others 

immediately catch in their beak and fw~tl
low, app~!·ently much pleafed with the 

dainty morfel. Li~1l1~11c; calls this bird 
the paraflte, from its naHy, fordid manner 

of living. Our latitude to-day was 59 
deg. 8 min. N. and at one in the after

noon a very thick fog came on. At 

eight in the evening, we altered our 
cour[e to E. by N. as the Ruffians in 

their charts had laid down a cape in la

titude 60 deg. North, which makes a 

conflderable bend to the eailward. As 

it was fa thick that we could fcarce {( e 

the length of the {hip, guns were fired 

every half hour, as fignals to the Dif
c')·,'cry. \Ve founded with a hundred 

R and - 3 



and fixty fathoms of line, but got nQ 
ground. 

It was foggy throughout the whole of 
the next day, with a naIly haze that ren
dered every thing wet and difagreeable~ 
In the afternoon, we faw feveral fmal\ 
blm~ petrels, and at eight again tried for 
ground with a hundred and fixty fathoms~ 
but without fucce[s. 

, Sunday the 27th, we altered our courfe 
to N. E by N. with the wi'i9. at S. W. 
The fog Il~ll continut~d, which rendered 
our vifion very circumfcribed. Our lao: 
titu~e by doubl~ altitud~s was 59 deg. 
48 ~ min. N. At twa in the afternoon, 
we faw feveral {hags and many fmal! 
blue petrels; and foon after, the weather 

becoming clear, we altered our ~ourfe to 

N. N. W. wit\1 a view of making the 
land~ and made all fail. 

Monday was rather ha~y, though not 
unpleafant, the thermometer riling as 
high <\.856 deg. At :five jn the morning, 

~e paffed fome dr~ft-wood, and half a~ 

9 hour 
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hour after faw land (part of the Afia~ic 

continent) bearing N. W. At eight its 

extremes bore N. 10 deg. W. and S. 85 

deg. W. diftant about fix leagues. At 
nine we ftruck foundings at twenty-four 

fathom, with a bottom of gravel and 
{hells; and foon after bore away to the 
N. E. The land was moderately high, 

with patches of fnow upon it, in various 

places: there was a deep bay or inlet, 
nearly a~breaft of us, which appeared to 
be an entrance into fome river. Our lati

tude by double altitudes was 6 I deg. S6 
min. N. and the variation was increafed 
to 20 deg. 56 min. E. At tWQ our found
~ngs deepened to thirty-two fathom, and 

at fix the extremes of the land bore N. 
31 deg, E. and S. 73 deg. W. the neareft 

part N. 55 deg. W. at about four leagues 
diftance, aJ;ld land feen, from the maft

head, N. E. by N. At nine we had 

thirty-eight fathom, and at twelve forty

\WO, w~th a bottom of coarfe gravel. 
R -4 TueiQcj 



Tuefday the 29th, the wind was "V~ 

N. \V. in the former part of the morning, 

and the weather cloudy. At two our dept¥ 

of "\vatenvasforty-fix fathom, with a fioney 

bottom, antI at four, forty-eight fathom, 

with a i11elly bottom, at which .time ,he 

land extended from N. 35 deg. E. to N. 
40 deg. VV'. difiant about fix leagues. At 

five we had the wind at N. \V. and our 

foundingls ,ycre fifty fathom, with a bot

tom of foft mud, and at eight they deep
ened to fifty-eight, the bottom fandy. 
The weather was fo hazy as to prevent 
our feeing the land, and we had feveral 

{howers of fmall r ~lin. 'vVe obferved 

great numbers of guillemots and fulmars 

about, and fa w a feal. In the courfe 0'£ 
the morning, our feamen caught fame 
~7ery fine cod. In the afternoon the wind 
changed to N E. our courfe E. S. E. ; 

~tte weather being cloudy and rainy, we 

faw nothi~g of the land till {ix;, when tl~e 
extremes of it bo~e l;J. 5 deg. \V. and N. 

25 deg. VI. aboutten leagues difiant. In th~ 

~vening there were many whales about. 
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We had light airs and calms the whole 

~f the enfuing day, and of courfe could 
JIlake but little progrefs to the northward. 

Our people were again fuccefsful in fifh
ing, and one of them brought up \Yi~h his 

li~e a fpeci~s of the ~)'dra of Linmeus. 

At noon our foundings v;cre fis:ty-four 

fathom, with a fhelly bottom, and at four 

the land extended from N. 3 I deg. W. 
to N. 75 deg. \V. We faw to-day two 

very large feals, and many fulmars, guil

lemots, and arClic gulls. 

Thurfday (July I I th), the winds were 

light and variable, and the weather foggy 

till half paft two, when it cleared away 
. . 

and we defcried the land bearing from N. 

59 W. to N. B 3 \V. diHant about twenty 
leagues. 

The ne):t day was very fog;:,;,y, with a 

nafty, raw, penetratin,;;, moit1: atmofphere; 

the wind S~ W. our courfe N. E. by N. 
At eight in the evening, we ftruck found
ings at fifty fathom, with a muddy bot
tom. The thermometer was to day from 

35 -I deg. to 4 2 dc~;. 



The 3d, was {omewhat cloudy, and 

the wind fhifted into the S. E. corner. 

At noon we were in latitude 6::; deg. 

35 min. N. an~ at half pail:, raw tlIe ifland 
.}f St. Lawrence bearing N. by VI. difi:ant 

about eight leagues. Our variation was 

:2 6 deg. 53 min. E. and at four the con
tinent of Afia bore N. J 3 deg. \V. and 
N. 51 deg. W. and the iGand N. 23 deg. 

\V. At five we raw another illand bear

ing E. and at eight otlr foundings were 

twenty-nine f<j.thom, the bottom black 

fand and {hells; at ten, twenty-five, and 
at twelve tw~nty-two f'athom, with a 

fl:oney bottom. \Ve had numbers of 

guillemots and {mall crefied awks abol\t 

us to-day. 

The 4t,h was cloudy, with a wet haze" 
the wind S. S. E. and our coude N. At 
two in the morning, our [bundings were 

twenty fathom, at four twenty-three fa

thom, and at eight in the evening twenty
fix fathom, the bottom a fine [and; At 
twelve the weather became very foggy. 

Our 



Our nights were now changed into day, 
for in faa we had nothing elfe but day
light, which upo~ the whole proved rather 

difagreeable, as it appeared very ftrange tQ 

(etire to reft,withthe funfhining inour faces. 
Our courfe the next day was N. by \V. 

~nd N. N. W. t4e wind S. by \V. At 
half pafl: twelve faw land to the north

eaftward, which we directly hauled up 
for. At three in the afternoon we were 

a-breaft of ~t, when its extremes bore N. 

44 deg. + E. and N~ 75 deg. E. about 
lhree miles 4lftant, and part of the coaft 
of Afia J;learly W. This iiland was fmall, 

~nd its filores cOIIl:pofed of perpendicular 

rocks: it was of a moderate height, and 

had Il'l;any patches of {now upon it, but 

",e raw no appearance of verdure. That 

part of the coaft of A fia to the weft

ward, was the Tfchuktfchi Nofs, Of, 
as captain Cook denominated it, the Bay 
of St. Lawrence, but the weather was too 

thick to diftinguifh 'any particular part of 

it. W e ~bferyecl feveral large gulls 
about 



,about, entirely white, and myriads of very 

fmall birds of the awk genus. Thc beak 

was compreued, and large in proportion to 

;the bird; its colour was dark brown, or 

rath~r black, the breaft whitiili, and to

:wards the abdomen it was of a rcddifh 

bro\Yil colour. i\t half paft three we bore 

away to N. W. by N. and at five we 

InrJ twenty-eight fathom, with a fandy 

bottom. At fix ~ve faw the fouth part of 

the Serdzc Kamen (a rock on the Afiatic 

coaft, fo called by tJ:1e Ruffians from its, 

fuppofed refemblance to a hea.:t) bearing 

S. 64 deg. W. and the extremes of the 
iiland S. 41 deg. E. and S. 51 deg. E. At 
{even we z,;Lcrcd our courre to Vl. by S. 
and at eight bore a\"'J? to N. by 'V. at 
which time, the fauthem extreme of the 

coaft of Aha bore S. bv \V. and our 
.I 

foundings \"c::-e t\',>cnty-eight Lthom. 

At ten we defcried part of the Am.crican 

continent, making in a peal,;:ed hill, 

which bore S. 6+ deg. E. and now w~ 

had both continents in view' at once. 

4 fome 
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Some time after \\'e pa'fled a piece of ice, 

and at twelve our [oundinp·s were thirty 
(..) ti. 

fathom. 

Our courfe the next day wa~ N. by Y'.,-. 
the wind S. S. E. and the weather cloudy. 

At four in the morning our depth of 

water was twenty-nine fathom, when the 

extremes of the bnd (A:fJ.a,' bore S. 53 
deg-. \V. and S. 5 dcg. E. At fix we raw 

feveral fea hor[es, and Idled fOl1lC pieces 

of ice. At eight it became rather f'J;gy, 
and our depth of v;~-:ter "vas tvventy-fix 

fathom. At half paft one in the after

noon, we ltw more fca horfes, and' at 

two deicried ice ~,-he~,d. At five V7e be

ing ,~,~en in with :t, the large cutter ,vas 

hoified out, and a p:uty of men vvere fent 

to kill fome of thore animals, bl.:t th:::y re

turned at feyen ',vithout fuccefs. This 

piece, which comparatiyc:ly [peaking was 

but a fmall one, was evic;:-ntly formed 

near the fuore, as there v;as much clirt 

mixed with it. From ei:"'ht to twelve ,",'e o 

paired many 100fe pieces, and obferveJ 
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numbers of fulmars, and fevetal artlic 
gulls. Our variation to-day was 28 deg; 
14 min. E. and we had the pleafure of 

feeing the fun all round us, without fett

ing; fo that it might be faid, we had a 
fine fun-fhiny night, in lieu of a moon..; 

ligl~t one. 

We had open cloudy weather till five 

the next morning, when it became thick 
and rainy; our courfe was N. -;- E. and 
the wind S. E. by S. At fix we faw ice 

a-head, and foon after defcried part of 
the continent of America extending from 
N. 45 deg. E. to N. 62 deg. E. Upon a 

nearer approach to the ice, we found it a 
firm body, and apparently joining to the 

land, the extremes of it in fight bearing 

from E. S. E. to N. W. As our farther 

p;-ug,-e[s to the eafiward was now effec

"mally flopped, \ve bore away to N. \V;, 
f.anding along the ice; our foundings 

being twenty-feven fathom. Our latitude 
by account was 68 deg. 5 min. N. In the 

afternoon we paired many pieces of loofe 

Ice 
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iee, and at four the main body trended 

away to the N. E. but at fix we found it 
again, extending to the N. W. The wea
ther f\:ill kept cloudy, and the wind ihifted 

to the wefiward; now and then we had a 

!hower of fleet, with an icy horizon. At 
eight in the evening the thermometer 

fell to 33 deg. Our foundings were 

twenty fathom, and at eleven we faw 

more ice extending from N. E. to S. Ed 
The winds now were light, and the wea

ther hazy, with fleet {howers. At twelve' 
the thermometer frood at 3 I deg~ 

Thurfday (July 8th) the weather was 

thick, with fhowers of fnow, and variable 
'" winds from the northward. At two in: 

the morning we had nineteen fathom. 

A t four we faw the ice from N ~ to S. S. E. 
and at half paft tacked iliip. At eight 

our foundings were twenty-two fathom. 

At three in the afternoon we defcried a 

freili body of ice, extending from N. by 
E. to S. W. ,by S. and foon after bore 

away,' ftanding along the edge of it. 
At 



At fix \\'e \vcr..:: palling great qllantitl"'

of drift icc, the firm body at that tinl' 

beari:lg S. 'IV. and E. N. E. and at half 

pait hauled round a point of it, fore in;; 

our \~,':ly through the drifting-pieces. At 

eight we were obliged to bear away 

again, as the ice c:" t.:ll (1ed fo far to the 

iouthward, our foundings being twenty.;.. 

nine fathom. At t\'.'<:1\,(: v;c were run

r.ing along the field ice, the extremes of 
which bore S. S. \V. and I';. :-.J. E. For 

feveral days pait 'we faw no other birds 

than guillemots and gulls. 

At four the next morning the field
ice extended from S. "V. by W. to N. 
~1l1J. our foundings 'were twenty-eight fa

thorn: the weather wa" haz;', \vith i1vJIY

ers of fi10W, and the wind was in t~~ ;~. 

quarter. At fix, we had much fnow, and 

freih gales of wind from the N. N. \V. ; 
we like"yife pa{fed a great quantity of 

drift-ice. At eight, the extremes of tilt 

main body bore W. alld 1\. E. and our 

iaundings were thirty fathom. Our courfe 

to-day 



to-day was from S. {- W. to W. S. w. 
keeping as near to the ice as we prudent
ly co:.;.ld, without rii1~.ing .the {hips. Our 

obferved latitude was 69 deg. 12 min. N. 
and the variation 30 deg. 34 min. E. We 
found ourfelves near a degree to the north .. 

ward of our reckoning, which mull have 

been occafioned by a current fetting in 

that direction. At two in the afternoon, 

we were Handing through the drift-ice, 
our depth of water being twenty-feven fa
thom, and at four twenty-five fathom, 

when the ice extended from S. E. to 1\1. 

"V. At five, the ice became too thick for 
us to penetrate throuzh, and foon after 
we bore away, keeping a S. E. by E. 
courfe, with the wind at N. W. At fix, 

the weather became clear, though we now 
and then had a Jhower of fno',"; our depth 

of water wasftill twenty-feven fathom, 

but at twelve they deepened to twenty

eight. 
Saturday the 10th, was cold, though 

fair, ,~ith a few {howers of fleec, our 

VOL. II. S wind 



wind and courfe as yeflerday. At eight, 
we faw drift-ice a-head. Our latitude 
was 68 deg. I min. N. and the thermo
meter varied from 28 deg. to 37 deg. At 
one, we had light airs, and at four, being 
furrounded by a great deal of ice, upon 
which there were many herds of fea
horfes, the pinnace and cutter were got 
out, and parties fent to attack them, as 
our flock of oil began to grow {hort. 
They returned at eight, with three old 
and one young one, and having hoifted 
in the boats, we made fail again. At 
twelve, being very near the ice, which 

though only in loofe pieces before, ap
peared now to be formed into one firm 
folid mafs, we tacked and flood to the 
northward; at this time the extremes 
bore E. by N. and N. N. W. and our 
foundings were twenty-eight fathom< 
We obferved feveral whales about to-day, 
which feemed to be of a different fpeaies 
from thofe we faw in our laft cruize to the 

-northward, being deftitute of the fin upon 

their 
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their backs. Thofe that came' near us had 
a very difagreeable {mell. 

The next day we had moderate breezes 
from the E. N. E. quarter, with doudy 

weather, but at four the wind !hifted to 

N~ E. At three, we tacked !hip, and 
once more flood E. S. K with a view of 
getting through the ice to the {outhward. 

At fix, it became thick, with £howers of 
fnow and frefh breezes, and our founding::; 
were twenty-eight fathom. At eight, we 
were running through the loofe ice, fome 
pieces of which were nearly half a mile 

in length; but at nine, finding it im

praCticable to get far~her to fouthward at 

prefent, we tacked and flood N. by W. ; 

indeed we were no'l" fo furrounded, that 
it proved a diffiCult matter to determine 
which way to proceed. At noon, we 
were forcing our way through the ice, 

with an intent of gaining the rea to the 

-northward, which, from the mnft-head, 
appeared to be tolerably clear; and at 

length, -with much difficulty, accomplifh ... 
S 2 ed 
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eJ it, 'l--ut ~ot without receiving fome re
vere bk -,'IS, whicl1 fortunate1 y did no 
great damage. OUf latitude to day was 

6;, deg. 40 min. N. and our foundings 

twenty-eight fathom. At four in the 
afternoon, it cleared up, but at eight we 

had fmall rain, and at twelve frefh breezes 

from the N. 
l\1onday the J 2t11, v.'C had frefh gales 

from the N. N. \V. \vith thick, hazy 

weather, our courfe vV. and W. + S. At 
fix in the morning, we tacked and flood 

to the N. E. and:)t eight our gale died 

:;lway, and we had £howers of fmall miz

zling rain, our depth of water being thir
ty fathom. Some time after the jolly 

boat was got out to try the current, \vhich 
\YC found [etting from the S. E. by E. at 

the rate of half a knot per hour. 

On Tuefday the weather became clear, 

and continued fo till ten in the morning, 

when it again refumed its old appearance~ 

and we had a nafiy wet fog, with now 

and then a fhower of fleet. The wind 

WJ!'. 
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was in the S. \V. quarter till fix, and th en 

:veered round to E. S. E. our cour[e N. by 

\V. At feven we faw ice a-head, on which 

account we hauled more up to the eail:

ward, and at eight the ex.tremes bore 
S. VV. and N. E. At half paft we tacked 

~nd flood to the fouthward, with an in

tent of working round the N. E. point of 

it, where there appez,,'ed to be a cle;:tr [CZt. 

We faw many fulmars and feveral arcric 

gulls, and at noon our obferycd latitude 

was 69 dcg. 29 min. N. and the variation 

26 deg. 10 mio.. E. At fOL~r in the ;cfter

.noon the extremes of the ice bore VV. by 
S. and N. by VV. and we had frefh gales 

from the eafiward, With a great head rea 

going, which mJ.de the veITels pi~..::h t':r

ribly. At nine our cour[e was S. E. by 
E. with the wind at N. E. by E. and ,ve 

.had twenty-nine and thirty fathom. 
The ! 4th was foggy, thick, and moifi, 

throughout the whole day; the wind va
,Tied from E. N. E. to E. and our courfe 

.was N. ul1d N. N. E. At four we had 

S 3 little 
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little winds, and at feven it became per

feCtly calm. In the afternoon we had 

light· breezes, and at half paft four we 

found ourfelves clofe in with the ice; the 

weather being very thick, we tacked and 

made the fignal to the Difcovery to do the 

fame. 

At fix the next morning, we faw the 
firm body of ice extending from W. by 

N. to N. N. E our courfe was N E. with 
light breezes from the fouthward, and 

hazy weather. At noon our obferved la
titude was 69 deg. l7 min. N. and we faw 

the ice upon eur larboard-boyv-, and foon 
after hauled up to N. W. 1-. t two in the 

afternoon we were tolerably near it, when 
we bore away again to N. E. and E. in

tending to trace it to the American {hore. 

A t eight the ice extended from N. N. E. 

to \V. S. \V. and we faw many arctic 

gulls, a few guillemot:>, and fulmars. 
During the afternoon and evening, ,ve 

had thick fnowy weather, but at twelve 

~t cleared liP, and the wind fhifted to W. 

'VS 
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We had moderate breezes from the S. 

W. the next day, with hazy W'eather, and 
!howers of fmall fn.Ow. At four in the 

morning, the ice extended from N. by E. 
to S. W. by W. our com:fe N. N. E. and 

at fix the wind frefuened. into a gale, 
with ff.l.Qw-iliowers, our foundings being 

twenty-fix fathom. Soon after we pa{fed 

f.Ome packed ice, and hauled up to N. by 

E. At feven ~pe wil}d ihifte9 ~o W. and 
the wea,ther became thick, but at eigh,t it 
cleared up again, when we found our

felves to our great furprize furrounded 

with ic.e, ,the ex-ttem~pl?earing E. aml 

S. W. Our l~ti~de at .th~s til~e W,as 70 
deg. 7 mia. N. and we immediatdy ha\lled 
our wind to the S. S. E. In the afternoon 

it blew fo firong that we got down top

gallant-yards, clofe reefed the forc-top
fail, double reefed the main, and handed 

the mizen-top-fail, the weather too waS 
very dark and cloudy, with fhowerp of 

fleet. In the courfe of the night it rno

tilerate.d .a good deal, and our foundings 

S 4 de ere afe q. 



decreafed to twenty-three and twenty-one 

fathom. 
In the firfi part of the morning, we had 

fnow D10wers and hazy weathtr, with the 

wind W. by S. At four the weather 

cleared up, and we let out all the reefs, 
and at fix got up top-gallant-yards. At 

eight our courfe was N. Wi- N. but at 
nine we bore away again to N. N. E. Our 

obferved latitude was 69 deg. 55 min. N. 
and in the afternoon the wind varied 

from Vl. to S. S. W. At feven in the 

evening it became nearly calm, and at ten 
we had a few £bowers of fleet, with a fog, 

• 
which foon after cleared ·up. Our found-

mgs ,,,ere twenty-one and nineteen 

fathom. 

Sunday Ouly 18th) we had open~ 

cloudy weather, with light airs and calms 
till feven, when a light breeze fprung up 
from the N. E. our courfe N. N. W. and 

N. \V. by N. \Ve got ground at nineteen 
and t,venty fathom, and had apparently a 

clear fea all around us, neither land nor . , 
lee 
I • 
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ice coming within the boundaries of our 

viGon, though the horizon feemed to indi .. 

cate our approach to the latter: and in 

faCt at ten we defcried ice a-head, the ex

tremes of which at noon bore N. E. 7- E. 
and "V. by N. our obferved latitude was 

70 deg. 26 min. N. and the variation 

3 I deg. 19 min. E. At one we tacked 

and frood to the eafrward, and continued 
to trace the ice with light breezes till 

eleven,. at which time a fog coming on, 

we again tacked £hip and frood to the 
fouthward. The people on board the Dif

covery f~w three white bears fwim by the 

fhip. A t twelve the weather became clear 

again, fo we tacked and proceeded along 
the borders as before, and faw many herds 

of fea-horfes Deeping upon various parts 

~f it. Our foundings were from nineteen 

to feventeen fathoms. 
t 

At half paft one the next morning we 

found ourfelves embayed by the ice, which 

extended from S. E. to S. \V. we accord

fngly bore away to the eafiward, and con-
tinued 
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tinued that courfe till three, when we 

hauled up to S. S. W. the wind being 

weft, and the ice extending as far as 
S. + E. At eight it became quite calm, and 
the extremes bore N. and S. At noon we 

had a breeze from the N. N. E. our courfe 

S. by \V. the ice bearing from S. by W. 
to N. E. + E. the near eft part diftant 

about one mile. Our ob1erved latitude to

day was 70 deg. I I f min. N. At two in 
the afternoon we faw two white bears 

fwimming by us, and the jolly boat (which 

had been hoifted out to compare the time

keepers) being along-fide, three or four of 

the gentlemen with mufquets in their hands 

jumped into her, and went in purfuit of 

them, and [oon returned with both. They 

were male and female; the former which 

appeared to be a young one, was fmaller 

than the other, the dimenfions of the 
largeft was as follows, viz. 

. Feet. In. 
:From the tIp of the nofe to the} 

end of the tail _ _ _.. 7 1 

Froa;, 



From fnout to fhoulder blade 

Height 

Feet. In. 

2 3 
2 3 

Circumference near the fore-legs 4 10 

Ditto of the neck, clofe to the ears 2 10 

Breadth of the fore paw 0 7 

A q.uantity of fea-horre flelh was found 

in their fio'machs, and the female had 

milk in her dugs. Their frins were taken 

off, and the fielh divided among the of

ficers and men; it I was however but in

different eating, though better than the 

flc£h of the fea-horre. At four our found

ings were fourteen fathoms, and the e:::~ 

~remes of the ice bore S. by E. and N. by 
W. We continued tracing it till half paft 

twelve, and then bore away along the 

edge of it, keeping a \V. S. ,\V. courfe. 

The birds we faw to-day were gUil1C1TIotS, 

~nd one or two large white gu1ls, which 

probably might be the larus eburnellS 
defcribed in Phipp's Voyage to ~pitf

~er~en. 

On 
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011 Tllefday morning the wind was ir;. 
tLc E. N. E. quarter, and at four the ex

tremes of the ice bore N. E. and S. 'V. 
\Ve continued {landing on to theeail:
'Ward, and at half pail: eleven faw part of 

America to the S. S. E. which we imme

(hately hauled in for. At noon it bore 

S. E. ~ S. and S. about eight leagues di

:lant, the fouthermoil: ice then bearing 

'-V. \\" e foon after bore away to \V. 
by N. with the wind E. S. E. our found

ings being nineteen fathoms and half. 

1n the afternoon we were failing through 
greZlt quantities of loofe ice; the weather 

was hazy, with mcderate breezes from 
the E. S. E. and S. L our courfe S.W- by 

~_~" and S. S. \V. our foundings from 

t';,"cr.ty to twenty-two fathoms. At ten 

we again Lv, the land bearing S, S. E. -:- E. 
~nd obferving a firong rippling upon the 

water, we tried the current, which was 

founq fetting to the wcfiward at the rate 
()f a knot an houl. At tv,Tlve '.ve had 

';; ht 'winds, and foggy weather. Our 

8 yari~tlol"! 
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variation to-day was 28 deg. 59 
E. 

. 
mIn. 

The firil part of Wednefday morning 

was c~lm, but at four a light bre€ze fprung 

up from the E. by N. attended with a 

very thick fog, which at eight cleared up, 

and gave us' another view of the land to 

the S. E. We hauled in for it, but at 

half paft nine were brought up by the 

ice: the edges of it were broken and 
loofe, but the interior parts appeared very 

firm, and from the mail-head it was feen 

evidently to join with the lana, which 

then extended from S. 30 deg. E. to S. 64-
deg. E. diilant about fix leagues. As our 

farther progrefs was now totally put a 

fiop to on the A merican fide, we at half 

pail ten bore away to the weilward, with 
the wind at E. N. E. ftanding along the 
borders of the ice, which we propofed 
tracing till we ihould fall in with the 
coail of Afia. In the fore part of the 

afternoon we had [mall rain, and our 
depth of water was twenty -four fathoms. 

At 
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At fix it became foggy, and we palred 
fome large pieces of loofe ice, and at half 

paft ten f"w the main body a-head, on 

which account we hauled up to N. by E. 
Some little time after it cleared up, and 

we found ourfclves in a deep bight or 
bay which the ice had formed. \Ve im
mediately tacked, and were employed till 

near twelve in clearing it, and had we 
not been fortunate in our weather, it 
would have caufed us much trouble as 
well as danger in extricating ourfelves out 
of this difficulty. 

The next morning was hazy, with 

[mall ra.in, or rather mift, and we had 
frefh breezes from the E. and E. S. E. 
our cour[e S. "'V. by S. At four it be ... 
came fomewhat clearer, and we had from 
t'."'7cnty-flx to twenty-nine fathoms, and 
at eight twenty-feven fathoms. \Ve ob~ 
ferved many puffins, guillemots, and ful

mars about to day, and more of the for
mer than 've had [een before en one day. 
Our obferyed latitude was 59 deg. and 29 

mm. 



min. N. and at four in the afternoon we 
faw the ice extending from S. S. \V. to 

N. W. fo hauled up to S. by E. with the 
wind E. by S. but at feven bore away to 

S. W. by'N. At nine the weather came 

on fomewhat hazy, and we paired much 

drift ice, we therefore hauled up again to 
S. E. by S. the wind being E. by N. but 
foon after the haze difperfing, vve raw the 
main body of ice extending from S. E. 
to N. \V. fo tacked :Chip w:th an intention 
to beat round the eaftern point. At half 
paft ten we tacked again, our courfe being 
S. S. E. -; E. At twelve we had twenty
eight fathoms; a thic~ haze came on foon 
after with fre:Ch breezes, and we paired much 

drift ice. The thermometer varied to-day 

from 37 deg. to 42 min. 
Friday July 23, at half paft one in the 

morning, we were brought up by the 

main body of ice, the extremes of which 

bore S. E. and N. \V. In working to get 

cl.ear of it, we found our courfe to the 
N. N. E. and $. E. by S. flopped by the 

Qrift 
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drift ice, which had formed a very 
confiderable barrier. Nothing was now 

left for us but to force a paffage through 
it, which we endeavoured to do to the S. E. 
in which direCtion there appeared to be 

the feweft obftacles to encounter • We 

were engaged in this bulinefs till feven, 

during which time we received many fe
vere blow s from the ice, but at lafr got 
clear: our confort however, who had pro

ceeded in a different direCtion, frill re

mained behind, apparently wedged in be

tween the ice. At eight a thick haze came 

on, and the wind blew frelh from the 
E. by S. the icc then extending from 

S. \V. -i S. to E. by S. and our foundings 
being twenty-eight fathoms. The remain

ing part of the day, which was foggy 

and rainy, was fpent upon our tacks, 

waiting for the Difcovery, of whom we 

now and then caught a glimpfe. At nine 
jn the evening {he fired a gun from the 

weftward, which \\'3.S anfwered : \ye con

tinued firing guns every half hour till 

twelve 
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twelve, when we raw her bearing down to 

US, the vveather then being moderate and 

hazy, and [oon after fhe joined us. She 

had [plit her ma~n-top-rail and mizen, 

and received [ome damage in her bows. 

The thermometer to-day y,~as from 34 
deg. to 37 deg. 

The next day the weather Vias alter

nately hazy, foggy, and clear, and the 

wind S. S. \V. and S. At two in the 

morning we were working out of the 

ice, a great deal of which we difccmed 
to the S. E. and [outhward. At t('11 it 
blew frelli, and we had feveral !howers of 

[mall rain, but the rea was perfectly 
[mooth, cccafioned by th~ furrounding 
Ice. At half pail eleven ",-Ie were 'Jnder 

the neceffity of tar.:.king, bein:; flopped 

by the ice, which bore f:-ora N. N. E. to 

to S. E. em [ound;ngs were twenty-eight 

and twenty-nine fathoms. At noon' our 

obfcrved latitude was bl) deg. 5 I min. N. 

and in the afternoon the weather became 

Ene and clear. At three, being 'ivell in 

VOL. II. T with 
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with the ice, we brought to, and having' 

hoified out our pinnace and cutter, fent them 

",,'ell manned and armed to kill fea-horfes,, 

many herds of which were feen: we alfo· 

obfencd many ar:L'lic gulls, guillemots, and: 

common gulls about. At eight our peo-
pIe returned y·.'ilh.nine, and having hoified 

them ie, and fecured the boats, we made" 

fail. At tweh·c the extremes of the ice 

bore :t':, E. an'd \V. {- N. 
Our ccurfe the next morning (Sunday 

25th)\yas N.:E. by ~ .and N. N. E. with the 

',vind Vi.~. \\T. t:1C "veather being moderate. 

:1l1dll1zy, At h3:f paft four ill the morning 

'we were again furrounded with ice; but 

as it all cOLilacd of loofe, though large 

pIeces, we were determined to force 

through it, and \yiLh this view we bore 

a,yay to S. E. by E. and having a frefu 

breeze, and a fwell ill' our favour, and. 

cro'Jd:ng aU tbe fail we could, '\ve at fi)£.. 
were clear of all, receiving only a few 

bl{)ws, which were of very little confe .. 
; 

q,uence. 
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quence. At feven the wind :fb.ifted to 

S. S 'V. our courfe S. E. and at eight we 

had fmall rain, our depth of water being 

thirty fathoms. Our obferved latitude 

Was 68 deg. 38 min. N. and in the after

noon we had the wind from the S. by -\V. 
and fouthward. At twelve the weather 

became fair, with freih breezes, and we 

tacked and frood to the wefrward, having 

twenty-nine and thirty fathoms. 

The next day we had pleafant weather, 

with {hong breezes from. the S. E. by S. 
our coude S. VV. by \V. At two in the 

morning we obferved many whales about, 

and likewife gulls, puffins, and guillemots. 

At ten we faw ice to the fouth-eaftward, 

and foon after hauled. our wind. At 
twelve the extremes bore S. E. and \V. 
and we tacked fhip. Our obferved la

titude was 67 deg. 59 min. N. and in the 

afterr..oon vIe faw feveral fmall birds 

(tringa lobata Linn.) and a large duck, the 

head, neck, back and wir..~:3 of \,vhich 

were brown, and the belly white. At fix 

T z we 



ViC ~;~,rJ light airs and carms with rain; 

at ten pdieo much drift ice" and at twelve 

a light b:-..::.:ze fprung up, from the N. W. 
quarter, a:Lilded with a fog. Our found ... 

ings 'were ~rom twenty-fevcn to twenty

f>,'c fathoms, and the thnmometer varied 

from -:.6 (kg. t) 41 deg. 
The next (hy was thick and foggy" 

with fql,lz:llS ~~r;,d frefh gales from the N.W. 
by \7. c',s courfe S. S. E. + E. At one 

~n the I:l<xninz; ·,12 faw the ice from E. by 

N. to IJ. E. by H. and at halfpaft hauled 

on wind to- i-b~ S. ·,\,V. by 'iV. At three 

we were brouZht up by the field ice, 
'l;,'l:i'~:l C:::ki.1deo from S. S. E to S. W. 

fo t:~c~=cd and flood to the northward, 

with the wind Vy'. N. \V. At eight it be:... 
came more moderate, though ftill 'thick 
and hazy. Our latitude by doubt:: alti
tudes \vas 67 deg. 47 min. N. and at one 
in the afternoon 'we faw the land (part of 
Afia) hearing from -S. 25 deg. E. to S. 
3 I deg. E. and three quarters vI' an hol:'r 
after defcri~d the ice as far as N. E •. 

At 



At four the extrem~E' of the bnd bore 

S. 19 deg. E. ;}:~d S 29 deg. E. and at half 

paft, we were obliCed to tack 2.nd frand to 

the N. E by E. b;:ing clofe in ,vith the 

lee. At ei~;h~ the land e.,:t-:,naec1 from S. 

20 deg. E. to S. 3 I (:.::g. E. and at twelve 

the only part \~,~e :Gl-,-; of it bore S. E. by 

E. -;- E. cur foundings twenty-four and 
t7{cnty-hye fathoms" 

C HAP. "'~--""\l~;""T~T 
-L~~!:...L~..li... Ii • 

TrmifaCfiollS and cccurrCllces .f;-om our 1lla/:

i12g the .AJiatic coaj!, till WI' arrival at 

the harbour of St. Peter a:;d St. Paul. 

W EDNESDA Y (the 28th) we 
had moderate and fair weather. 

A t four in the morning the extremes of 

the land bore S. 35 degrees E. and S. 65 
degrees W. the nearefl: part S. 2 degrees 
E. diftant about five leagues. At fix we 

had much drift ice within us, and at 
eight 
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eight the land extended from S. 25 deg. E .. 
to s. 45 deg. ~V. diflant about fix leagues. 
At noon it was hazy over the land; our 
foundings being from twenty-four tQ 

twenty-fix fathoms, and our obferved la

titude 67 deg. 8 min. N. At four the 

land bore S. S. E. and S. by W. and at 

eight we had freili. breezes, and faw fame 
drift-ice to the weftward, on which ac

count we tacked fhip and fiood E. by N. 

with the wind S. E. by S. the land at this 

time extended fr(lm W. --!- N. to S. E. by E. 

the neareft part about three leagues diftant. 
At ten the "vind became light and variable, 
and there was a great head-fea going, and 
at twelve we had from twenty-two to 
twenty-four fathoms. 

The weather the next day was fine, 
with flying clouds, and light breezes from 

the S S. E. our courfe E.1 S. At four in, 
the morning the land bore from S. 45 deg. 
E. ~o S. 65 deg. W. about five leagues 
difiant. At noon it became hazy over the 
land, our "obferved, latitude w;,t.s 66 <leg. 

49 
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Y~9m,in. N. In the afternoon we faw many 
Tea-parrots, arctic gulls, puffins, gllillemots, 

,and fulmars; and at four t:'cked {hip, and 

Hood to tke VV. S. Yl. In the evening :it 
feU nearly c~tlm, and our depth of water 

'was frem twenty-one to twenty-three b
thoms. 

Our courfe the next m.orning WJ.2, S. E. 

the wind N. W. and the we2.ther hazy. 
At eight a thick fog G'tme on, 'W hich con

tinued till two in the :.tfternoon, an,1 then 

.difperfed a little ~ our foundings were from 

.nineteen to twenty-fix fathoms. At half 

;paft four we faw lancl through the haze, 

the extremes of vV hich bore S. and N. 74-

ileg. E.and at ieven, the weather clearing 

,up, we had both continents in fight, and 

the .land a-head, proved to be the iiles of 

Difap,pointment, which we patTed on the 
\D!inthof Jaft Al;lgUft in the afternoon: 

the ifles bore S. 25 deg. W. and S. 35 w. 
,and the coaft of Amer,ca from S. 24 deg. 
E. to E. 16 deg. N. We [0011 after 
llauled to the weftward of the iDes; and 

T 4- at 
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at eight, that part of the coafiof Afia, which 

is called Serdze-Kamen, boreS. 62 deg.W. 

and the iDes ofDifappointmentS. 26deg.W. 
At twe1ye the Eaft -Cape, on the Afiatic 

{hore bore VV. by S. diftant about four 

leagues, and we had from twenty-four to 
twenty-fix fathoms. \Ve faw to-day great 

numbers of the ufual birds, and many 
flecks of fmall birds of the awk tribe. 

Saturday, .3 dr, we hadfrefh g~!les from 

the N. N .W. and N.W. and clearweather
2 

our courfeS. by E: At threein the morning 

the Faft-Cape bore. N. by W. and at four 
we faw the bay of St. Lawrence, which 
was the place we landed at on the loth of 
bft Auguft, at which time Capt. Cook fo 
Ilcl10minated it: the north-head of it bore 

S. 54 dcg. \V. about four leagues diftant, ,
and at eight it bore ~. 7 deg. W. and 
the fouth- point, which now came in view, 
\V. diftant about five leagues, the fouther
moft land in fight bearing S. S9 deg. W. 
At nOOll our obferved latitude was 65 deg. 

7 min. N. an4 at four, we had light aIrs, 

and 



and fair weather ; the north-head of thG 

bay then bearing N. and the fouth part of 

the land in fight, S. 52 deg. "V. our di

fiance off :/bore about eight leagues. At 

ten a thick fog came on, which continued 

almoft the whole night. Our foundins;s 

throughout the day were from twenty-one 

to twenty-five fathoms, and the thermo

meter rofe to 50 deg. 

Sunday, Auguft ! ft. we had fine plea

fant we:lther, with light airs fc"Jlll the 

S. S. \N. and S. W. At four in the morn

ing the extremes of the land bore N. 83 

deg. vr. and S. 50 deg. "'"V. :lnd \";'C t1rl 

many whales about. At ten a thic!: fGg 

made its 'appearance, but difperfed ag3.in 
at noon, when the c~tremes of the cc:dl 
of Afia in fight, bore VV. by N. and 

S. W. by W. ~- W. twelve or fourtee~l 

leagues diftant, and an ii1and to the eaft

ward of the iiland of St. Lawrence, S. by 

E. ! E. Our obferved latitude was 64 deg. 

24 min. N. and we raw many fulmars, 

pulls, and [mall awks. The afternoon 
and 



.and night were very foggy, which obligeGi 
us to tack frequently, being apprehenfive 
of getting too near the land; our (Gtmd~ 
ings were froI!). feveflteeIil to nineteen fa ... 

thoms, with a muddy bottom. The wea

ther continued very foggy till two in the 
morning, when it became, fomewhat 

dearer, and we faw the i11and bearing W. 
by S. it however foonrefmned its ufuai 

ilenfity, and continued fo till five, when. 

it again cleared "up a .little, and we faw 
what we fuppok.d to be the Wand of St. 

Lawrence bearing S. 2sdeg. W. and land 
to the eaftward, which had the appear .. 
.ancc of two diftinCt iiles bearing S. 5 deg. 

W. and S. 55 deg. E. 0llr co:urfe was 
S. E. by E. and what little wind there was 

came from the S. by \V. At .eight the tw~ 

fuppofed iilands bore S. 15 deg~ W. and 

S. 59 deg. E. and what we took to be the 

iDe of St. Lawrence S. 40 deg. W. We 
foon after faw more land to the S. E. 
by E. but the weather was fa much 

againfi us, that we II;l.ight now really be 

{aid 



(aid to be loft in a fog. At noon we had 

light airs inclinable to calms, and the wea

ther became more favour.::.ble, being fine, 

clear, warm, and pleafant; the land in 

fight, before fllPpoL(·d to form tl.YO iflcs) 

now appeared to be only one, the part fet 

as the iile of St. Lawrence being the 

weftern extreme; and the eafiern land we 

fuppofed to be Anderfon's iile : the whole 

bore from S. 73 deg. to S. 49 deg. f W. 

and the neareft part S. 14 deg. E. Our 

obferved latitude was 64 deg. 3 min. N. 

In the afternoon we faw many birds, and 

one feal, and at twelve our f0U11dings 

were from nineteen to fifteen fathoms. 
The next day was clQudy, with calms; 

at eight in the morning the tvvo extremes 

of the iflands bore S. 56 deg. E. and S. 

4 ~ deg. W. and at noon we faw the 

<;oaft of Alia, bearing from N I 82 deg. 

W. to W. our depth of water being four

teen and fifteen fathoms. It was very 

thick and hazy over the land all the after

noon, and in the evening it became miRy 
and 



and foggy, our foundiag$ increafing to 
twenty fathoms. We faw two feals to.,.. 

day, and a few fea-parrots, fulmars, g~lls, 
and [mall birds of the awk genus. 

vVedncfday, Aug. 4th, was cloudy, amI at 

times foggy,.ourcour[eS. W. by W. with 

light breezes from the S. by E. At ,eigh~ 

we had twenty-five fathoms, and in th~ 

courfe of the afternoon it blew a freili gale 
from the eaftward, attended witl1- rain, 
our cOl{rfe being S. by W. al}d the ai; 
raw and difagreeable, the thermometer 
rifing from 3~ deg. to 42 deg. Our 

foundings now deepened to twenty-ei~ht . 
fathoms. 

The next day was a difagreeable one i 
and 'we had frefh gales from the N. E~ 
with thick fogs, and drizling rain. At 
nine the wind fhifted to N. by W. and 
foon after to N. W. by N. arid in the ~f~ 
ternoon it blew fr~ih from the W. N. W~ 
our courfe S. S. W. In the evening w~ 

foimd no ground with thirty fathoms of 
line. 

Th~ 



The wind, the next morning (Aug. 

6th) was W. S. W. our courfe S. and 

the weather cloudy. In the afternoon we 

had fome intervals of funfhine, but at 

five it became very foggy, with a nafiy 
wet . haze, and continued fo till near 

twelve. 
The next day we had fine clear weather 

with moderate breezes from the wefi, and 

W. by S. our courfe S. S. W. and S. by W. 
At noon our obferved latitude was 59 deg. 

35min. N. andin the afternoon having very 
light airs and calms, we brought to, main

top-fail to the mail, and put our hooks 

and lines over-board; in the [pace of 

three or four hours near a hundred fine 

cod were caught, which afforded a moa 

luxurious repaft to all on board, for we 

wanted fomething more palatable than 

the trainy flelh of fea-horfe, and white

bear. At nine having a breeze ~rom the 

S. E. we made fail, fianding S. Vii. by W. 

The nights now began to proceed in their 
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u[ual channel, it being dark from eleven 
'to three. 

Augufi the 8th was 'cloudy, with 

frdh gales from fheeafi; our cour[e as 
yefierday. At nine we reefed our top ... 

fails, and took in our top-gallant-fails, on 

the Diicovery's account, who could not 

keep up with us; but at four in the after

noon we let them out again. The wea~ 
ther fame time after came on thick and 

foggy, with fnowers of fmall rain, and 

in the night we had heavy gales froIn the 

S. E. with hard rain. 
The beft part of the following day was 

cloudy, with fogs and fmall rain, and mo

derate breezes from the S. S. E. and S. 
by W. our courfe S. W. by W. and W. 
by S. Thefe winds however unfavourable 
for our getting to the fouthward, enabled 

us to run down our longitude. At noon 

it cleared up, and we had an obfervation, 

which gase our latitude 58 deg. 49 min. 
~. In the afternoon the clouds began to 

6 colle a: 
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catlea again, and the wind lhifted to 
S. by E. our courfe S.W. by W. 

The next day the wind got into the E. 
N. E. quarter, our courfe S. W. by W. 
In the afternoon at five one of the feamen 

caught a martin, which had perched upon 

the after-part of the fhip; it was almoD: 

reduced to a fk:eleton, and was quite ex

haufied with fatigue: a large curlew alfo 
flew round the {hip, and we faw an alba
trofs, fome fulmars, fmall blue petre1s-~ 

and arctic gulls. 

Our latitude the enfuing day was 57 
deg. 25 min. N. and at eight in the even

ing we founded, but found no ground at 

fixty fathoms. The night was fine, but 

the atmofphere moin, which \"'as a circum

fiance we had obferved for ieveral days 

paft. 
On Thurfday the 12th, t1,::: wind was 

variable in the S. W. quarter. Our lati
tude was 56 deg. 29 min. N. J.lld the after
noon was fine and pleafant. At four \'Ve 

patied a bunch of rock- .... veed. 



The next day we had moderate breezes 

from t~le N. VV. by W. our courfe S. W. 
byvV. till five ",hen we altered our courfc 

to S. S. -c,'I. and at eight to S. the wind 

W. and \V. S. '-iV. We paffed I?ore rock

v.eed, and E1W many fea-parrots, gulls, 

and fulmars about. The afternoon was 

Ene, beet at half pafl: fix ill the evening it 

bc:came 7 v ry cloudy, \'I'ith a wet difagree

able haze. 
Our latitud:: on the 14th '\~as 54 deg. 

50 min. N. and v:e paffed many bunches 

or v:eed. \Ve ~~b~erved on:y the ufual birds 

about to-day. 
Our wind and courfe was the fame as " 

yeftcrday till two in the afternoon, \\ hen 

we had fre£h. breezes from the S. W. our 
courfe W. N. W. At fix we tacked fhip, 
and frood S. E. by S. anJ at nine wore 

{hip, our courfe being W. by S. the wind 

S. by \V. A t twelve we had light winds, 

with thick hazy weather. In the after

noon \\ e [1 w feveral black and w hite por~ 
puifes. 

Monday 



Monday the 16th we had thick weather;. 

with calms, and a wet haze. At one in 
the morning a light breeze fprung up from 
the N. N. W. our courfe S W. by We 

and we faw many flocks of gulls, fea

parrots, fulmars, fmall blue petrels, guille~ 

mots, and arctic gulls. 

Our courfe the next day was W. S. W~ 

and W. by s. f S. and we had moderate 
breezes from the N. N. W. At five in the 

morning faw land bearing N. 40 deg. W. 
This we fuppofed to be one of Beerings 

HIes. At eight the extremes of it bore 

N. 18 deg. W. and N. 28 deg.W. we faw 

many whales about, and a fmall bird, like 

a water-wag-tail, flew round the ihip. 

At noon the weather be,came fine, clear, 

and pleafant, and the wind ihifted more 

to the wefiward. Our obferved latitude 
was 53 deg. 48 min. N. but we had no 
land in fight. At five in the afternoon it 

became very cloudy, and appeared inclin

able to fnow or rain, but at fix it cleJ.red 

up agam. 
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Thefollowing day was cloudy, the wind 

was in the W. S. W. quarter, and our 
courfe S. In the afternoon the weather 
'became thick aad dark, with fhowers of 
rain, which continued the beft part 0f 
Thurfday, with frefu gales from the E. 
our courfe W. At four in the afternoon 
the wind fuifted to N. E. and it became· 

more moderate, and. at ten we- ha.d light 

alfS~ 

During the' night the wind very regu
larly veered round to S. W. our cour-fe 
W. N. W - A t noon our obferved'latitude 
was 53 deg. 2 min. N. a:nd'we were in daily 
expecration of making the land. In the

courfe of. the day we faw many fulmars, 
fmall blue petrels, arcric gulls, and iheer-
waters, and· one whale. 

On Saturday the 1 ft. aur courfe was 

S. S. E. the wind S. W. At five' in the 
morning we faw the land', which proved 
to be part of of Afia, and at no grea~ 
clifiance from the Bay of Awatfchka, 
where we propofed flaying fome time;. 

it. 



it Imide in a high hill, and bore N. VV. + 
N. At eight the extremes of the land bore 

N. and \V. N. VV. :lnd at noon N. 2- cler-. o 

E. and S. 79 clet;. \V. our latitude being 

53 deg. 45 min. N. and the weather fine 
and pleafant, but perfecrly calm At five 
we had a breeze from the E. N. E. our 

courfe S. W. At {even the fouthermoft 

bnd infight bote S. 5 S cleg. Vv. 
The next day we had warm and plea

fant weather, the thermometer rifing from 

52 to 6~ deg. but were rather unlucky in 

having no wind, it being nearly calm 

throughout the day. At four the extremes 

of the land bore N. and N \V and at 

eightaremarkable cape, '.~.·hith theR(,]'Ii~lns 

denominate Cape Chepoonikoi, b'Jre ~;'70 

deg. W. t,,,, ° mountains to the nc,"h"ard 

of it, vv. arid '"i. 7; deg. W. and the nor~lern

mon extreme N. ! oj deg. ·\V. At half 

paft eight, Captain Clerke departed this 

life after a long ai1d tedinlls illne[s, which 

he had laboured under before our depar

ture from England. At noon our ob-

U 2 ferved 
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ferved latitude was 53 deg. 6 min. N. and 

Cape Cheepoonikoi bore S. 83 deg. + W. 

At four in the. afternoon it bore N. 75 
I • 

deg. W. and at half paft feven N. 66 deg. 

~ W. and the northernmoft land in fight 

N. -i-W. 
Monday the 23d was cloudy and hazy, 

with light airs, inclinable to calms. At 
eleven we felt an unufual rumbling mo
tion in the £hip, which continued for about 
the [pace of ten feconds, an effect which 

we attributed to an earthquake; our di
fiance from the neareft :£hare at that time 

was five or fix leagues. At noon the 
haze diiperfed, and we faw the Cape 

bearing N. ~o deg. W. the wefternmoft 
land in fight N. 40 deg. W. and the 

northernmoil: N. 19 deg. W. our latitude 
was 5 z deg. 46 min. N. and we foon after 

had a fine breeze from the N. N. E. our 

courfe VV. At two in the afternoon there 
were many albatroiTes, fea-parrots, and 
whales about, and at four the Cape bore N. 

48 deg.E. the Awachinikoy mountain N. 

46 
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46deg.W. a mountain to the northwardof 
it N. IS deg.W. At fix the Cape boreN. 56 

deg. -i-E. thirteen leagues diftant, and the 
north-head of the entrance into the bay 

N. 84deg.W. five leagues diftant. Ateight 
our breeze became confiderably le[s; the 

north-head of the bay at that time bore 
W. N. W. and the extremes of the land 

in fight S. by W. and N. N. \V. As it 
became dark we obferved a light hung out 

at the houfe upon the hill, which is fituated 
in the entrance, to direct us in our courfe. 

This was in confequence of Major Behm's 
directions, who had given orders for lights 

to be placed upon various parts of the 
coaft. The attention this gentleman paid 
us, and the care he took in fupplying all 

our wants, laid us under great obligations 

to him. All the fore-part of the night 
we were ftanding through the entrance 

with very light airs, and our boats a-head 
towing. 

The next morning at one we dropped 
Ollr anchor in feven fathoms, the two 

U 3 points 
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poi?ts of the'entrance bearing S. 45 deg:: 

E. and S. 2 ~eg. W. the Awachinfkoy 

mountain N. 13 deg. E. and a rock a-breaft 

of us S. 62 deg. \V. difiant half a milt;: 

At eight we weighed, and made the beft 

of our way f r the harbour, with the 
boats a-head towing. EOl1:e time after ~ 

favourable breeze fprung up, and at one 
in the afternoon we came to, in the bafon 

behind the Ofirog, in i~ven fathoms of 
water, about a cable's length from the vil
lage, and near! y the fame difiance from 
each il10re. The ferjeant iliortly after 

came on board to pay his refpeB:s to the 
captain, and brought with him fome ber~ 
ries, milk, and the fpawn of falmon. 
After the veffels were moored, we fet 

about repairing the rigging, and the Dif

covery prepared for caulking, and repair

ing the damage ilie received among the 
ice, which we found to be more conuder_ 

., --
able than was imagined. 



C HAP. XXXVI. 

r'he chang.es 'whic,0 took place ill confequence 

if capt. C!crk's deatll-bisfi!.1J{'rol-the 
(Jrrival qf a gent/emanfrom tile gover-

110r-and 0/ one if the EmpreJs's galliots 
from Ochot.?:'k,-the go'[~enzor viJits liS--.

";.oe depart from KamtJchatka-a foort 

jketch qf tbe Ru/jiolZs and Kamtjcha.., 
. dales, 

T HE weather on l.vV ednefday was 
. warm and pleafant; the thermo

meter riling as high as 70 deg. and the 
country now exhibited an afpeCl fo dif

ferent from what it was before, as not to 

appear like the fame place. All our hands 
were employed in erecting the tents and 

obfervatories 011 fuore, and getting up the 
empty cafks, and blubber to boil down, 

and the coppers to brew fpruce beer from 
a fpecies of pine, which the Ruffians 
call flantza. This morning the effects of 

the late captain Clerke were fold, and 

U 4 the 



the following changes took place, viz. 
capt. Gore fucceeded' to the command of 

the Refolution, and Mr, King t~ that of 
the Difcovery; Meffrs. Burney and Rick
man removed to the Refolution, and Mr. 
Williamfon and Mr .Lanyon, maflers mate, 

were appointed as firft and fecond lieute
nants of the Difcovery. In the afte~noon 
we hauled the feine, and caught plenty 

of falmon, cod, and trout. 
On Friday afternoon a party were rent 

on {here to dig a grave for our late com
mander, and in the evening the prieft 
arrived from Paratounka. 

The caulkers, brewers, wooders, coop
ers, &c. were all bufied in their refpetl:ive 
departmentll; and we were employed on 
board in unftowing the fore-hold; and flow
ing away wood. The {hore produced va
riety of excellent berries, among which 
were the mountain a{h, which the Ruffians 
call rabena; of thefe we made pyes and 
:puddings : we alfo found rafp-berries, 

which, 
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which, though [mall, were of a fine fla-

vour. 
At twelve the next day (Sunday 29th) 

the corpfe of capt. Clerke was conveyed 

on !hore in the pinnace, attended by the 

other boats, with the captains and officers 
of both !hips, where it was decently in
terred. During the proceffion and fervice , , 
minute guns were fired by both fhips, 
and the marines fired three vollies at the 
grave, which was under a tree. 

On Tuefday we had cloudy weather, 
with flight fhowers of [mall rain; moft 

of our hands were employed as before, 
and a party were fent to fifh for falmon, 
(which were remarkably numerous) and 
fait them upon the fpot for a fea-flock; 
with the falmon they frequently caught 

~'" 

very fine fmelts, and now and then a 
particular fpecies, which is called gor
bufch by the Ruffians, on account of 
its having a kind of hump upon its 
back. In the morning our pinnace, in 

which went the ferjeant, was difpatched 
to 



to the mouth of the bay to affift a fmail 

vetrel, which he told us had been in fight' 

,for two days paft, but for want of a fuf

ficicnt number of hands could not get iIl. 
This veffe1, which was one of the Em.,. 
prefs's galliots, wefound had been expeCted 

fame time paft from (>Chotzk, with various 

articles for our uie, [nch as pitch, La', COf

dage, &c. and a fupply of flour for thi~ 

place, \yhich was much wanted; th~ 

quantity we took with us )Vhen laft here~ 
having rather diftreHed them. In the 
evening {he returned, having fee)l nothing 

of the ve£fel. 
'--. 

Saturday September the 4th, a gentle~ 
man (who the ferjeant told us was an en

fign, and fan to lieutenant Sindo, whQ 

made fame difcovcries lIpan the coafi of 

America) arrived from Bolfhaia-Reeka, 
with compliments from captain Waft..:' 

lo\yitz Ifmyloff, who fucceeded major: 
Behm as governor of Kamtfchatka, in

forming the captains that he would be 

down i~ a few days, and that fixte.en head 
, . 

of 
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pf cattle "vere upon th(:' m~:c~, for the ufe 

of the ihi-8S. 
Tue~(hy the 7th, eyc~-y body y,-as \'c:'y 

bufily employ~d in endeavouring to ground 

the Refolution, for the more eaEly repair

ing the damag,~ £he received upon her cut

:water, and in other p2.rts during our.cruize 

among the ice. This bufmefs was not ef:·· 

feCled till the next morning, 'ivhen the 

carpenters began their work. . Our fei!le 

fupplied us amply Y\'lth fiili, p;:rticularly 

falmon and fmelts, and 'Ne f)und abun

dance of crabs near the {hore, which were 

qiJite equal to tho['~ of EnglaDcl in point 

of flavour. 

Thurfday the r;;th, in the afternoon, the 

galliot before-mentioned was [een ftanding 

into the entfanee of the bay;: upon wbich 

the pinnace with the enfign, ferjeant, and 

an officer from the :£hip were difpatchcd 

to inquire if ihe wanted any affiftance. 

In the evening :£he came to an anchor, 

and the pinnace returned. Her lading 

~on-
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confifted of flour, pitch, tar, cordage, 
tea, fugar, tobacco, and various other 
things for our ufe; for all which favours 
we were obliged to major Behm, who 
feems to to have taken every method in 
his power to render us aas of civility. 

At twelve the next day the veffel, with 
the affiftance of our launch, pinnace, and 
cutter, was towed into the bafon behind 
the village. The mafter of her attended 
the major to this place in May. There 
was on board a merchant from Ochotzk, 
who brought over with him a variety of 
articles, fuch as boots, {hoes, knives, 
buckles, nankeen, damaiks, £ilk handker~ 
chiefs, butter, flour, fpoons, and many 
things we were much in want of. The 
prices of his goods were in general high, 
but the handkerchiefs were immoderately 
dear, fome of which he aiked nine and 
ten rubles for, which is equal to forty-five 
{hilling of Ollr money. The duty which. 
this man paid for his goods amounted, as 

I he 
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he informed us, to upwards of two hun .. 
dred rubles. 

From the e1even th to the fixteenth nothing 

material occurred.; our wooders, waterers, 
armourers, carpenters, &c. were confl:antly 

employed on :!hore, while thofe on board 
were bufied in fl:owing the holds, &c. 

On Wednefday, eaptain Ifmyloff ar
rived at this place from Bolfcheretikoi Of
trog, attended by our old friend Feo
dolitch the merchant, and a gentleman 

who was banilhed hither thirty-fix years 
ago. He is of a noble family, and was 
page to the emprefs, at which time he was 
only eighteen years of age; but having 

been guilty of fome indifcretions, he was 
fentenced to be bani:!hed into Siberia, and 
his efl:ate to be confifcated. Upon the 
arrival of the captain on board he was fa

luted withe1evenguns; and having viewed 

the feveral parts of the :!hip} he returned 
to the fuore, and dined in the tent with 
captain Gore. He was a tall, handfome 
well-made man, and appeared to be abput 

thirty-
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~hirty-fix. The next day he dined ~Vi~ith 
captain KiD:;, and was L.1.1uted with eleven 
guns from the 0 ifcovei-y, and the follow~ 

ing day was entertained by the gentiemeli 

of the RC1()lution's gun-room, and fupped 
on ihore in the tent. 

On Sunday morning ti1e captain and 

merchant returned to BoHhaia-Reeka, the 

banifhed gentleman reE-:;'Li:ling with us till 

n~~r ueparttm::. \Ve were employed thefe 
f()l_l:-ldi d;J,;'s in tarring our rigging, and the 

(Jut-fide of the {hips, and ftowing away 
VI-ood and water, of both which neceifary 

articles we propofed taking in a good ftock; 

The five laft days were very fine and plea...: 
fant, but the evenings and nights were 
remarkably cool. 

On Tuefday afternoon we got off our 

hrewers tent, and that of the fail-makers 

and coopers; and the following afternoon 

the llxteen oxen ,ve had been fo long in 

expeB:ation of arrived. The whole day 

was heavy and cloudy, with much rain,and 

fir~:mg gaies from the E. S. E. which con-

tinued 



tinued all the following day; and in the' 

afternoon we got an our tents, caiks, &c. 
&c. on board, thofe of the Difcovery re

maining, as they had not yet finiihtd 

brewing. 

On Friday morning we got up our an

chor and made fail, {landing out of the ba
fon, which we cleared with fome difficulty 
about ten, but were once very near run
ning a-ground. At twelve we dropped 

our anchor again, being difiant about a. 

mile from the Ofirog. 
On Monday and Tuefday all the young 

women of the village were invited on 

board the Refolution by captain Gore, and 
in the evening they had a (;,:.~:ce, at v\' llich 

the prien and all his family were prefent. 

The Ruffian dances are as dull and :Ilupid 
as can well be imagined~ but thofe of the 
Kamtfchadalcs can be comp;',;:-~d to no

thing but the aukvvard motions of:l bear, 

the gefiures of which ani nul they fre- ' 
quently imitate. 

On 



On Thurfday the 7th both vefl"eI, 
weighed and frood farther out, but the 

wind proving contrary, we were obliged 
to come to again. The next morning, how

ever, we were more fortunate, and at 
eight got up our anchors, and frood out to 
rea. 

The tide rifes at this place five feet two 

inches and a half, and it is high water at 
thirty-fix minutes after four in the after

noon, at the full and change of the 
moon. 

When we arrived here a fecond time, 

we found the Ruffians at the hofpital, 
nearly in as bad a flate with refpea to the 
fcurvy as during our firft viGt; and as 
this was a ~ime of year when berries and 

·ve'getables abounded, particularly thofe of 

the rabena, or fervicetree, which might 

be colleCted without any trouble, a ftronger 
proof of their extreme lazinefs cannot be 
produced. They are in faa a ftrange fet 
of beings, and totally void of humanity 
to each other, an inftance of which we 

faw 
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faw in a poor old man who had ioR: the ufe 

of his limbs, and was fuffered to ftarve 

in one of their out- houfes. In general 
they are reprefented as jealous of their 
wives, but we found that a glafs or two .. 

of rum would fometimes get the better of 

their natural difpofition, and the wife of 
one man in particular was at the fervice 
of anyone who would give him a bottle 

bf it. The women have no averfion to 

fpirits, but will drink them without adul

teration, and in as great quantities as the 

men. 

The Kamtfchadales though the~T have, 

in a great meafure, adopted the religion 

of the Ruffians, cannot hO'.vever totally 

divefl: themfelves of their fuperfiitious 
prejudices; feveral infiances of which we 

had an opportunity of feeing, particu

larly in an excurfion to the Awachinikoy 

mountain, near the fummit of which, 
many [makes iffued out in various places. 

Thefe, they would not come near, but 

[aid they were the habitation of evil fpi

rits. 
VOL. IL x The 
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The language that prevails here is the 

Ruffian, and but very few, except the 
old eft of the Kamtfchadales can fpeak 

their native tongue, fo that it is likely in 
the courfe of a few years to become ex

tina. 
As this was the fummer feafon they 

had retired into the balagans, which are 
their refidence during that period of the 
year. They were alfo very bufily employed 
in drying fifh for their winter frock; fa 

that the whole village was nearly fur .. 
rounded by them, which by no means af
forded an agreeable [cent. They confifted 

principally of [almon and herrings; th~ 

latter being fet afide entirely for their dogs: 
the bellies of the former, which they look 
upon as a delicacy, are divided from the 
body, and dried by themfelves. 

The dogs are always let loofe in the. 

[ummer feafon, during which time they 
frequently run wild in the woods, but 
return at the approach of wimer; when 

they are fecured again; and 'Won the 

firft 
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lirIl appearance of a fledge, they fet up a 
general howl, as being confcious of the 
labour they have to undergo for the re .. 
maining part of the year. 

C HAP. XXXVI. 

We trace the coajl, and fall in with the 
Kurile ijlands-make Japall, and fee t'leJO 
-vd/e!s of that country-difcover Sulphur 
iJland-and bear away fir the Bajhee files, 
6ut without fuccifs-Purfue our courfl 
for China-make the iJlands oj Lama
and anchor off Macao-but remove the 
fzext day to the 'l)pa-Chinefi traders 

came on board-Drunkennefs if our peo~ 
pIe-arrival of tw:; fmal! jhips from Mo ... 
nil/a-leave China. 

SUNDAY the loth (1779) was calm 
throughout the day. 

The next day we had a breeze from 
the N. W. which in the courfe of the 

X 2 twenty ... 
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twenty-four hours fhifted to N. E. Our bu
finefs now was to trace the coaft, a.nd our 

courfe varied as the land fell back or 

projeCled. Our latitude was 52 deg. 5 
min. N. and we faw a few gulls and ful

ma:rs. 

\Ve continued the befT: part of the fol
lowing day, running along the coaft: the 
land was very broken, but not high. Our 

weather wa.s cloudy, with fmall rain, the 

wind N. E. our conrfe· S. W. At noon 

the Lopatka, whi~h is the fouthermoft ex

treme of this peninfula, bore about W. ! 
N. diftant between three Of. four }eagues~ 

and om: obferved latitude was 51 deg. N. 

In the afternoon we had light winds, 
which frefuened up a little towards five, 

and we faw Schumfchu, the firft of the 

KuriHkoy iflands, bearing W. by S. 

vVednefday Oaober 13th, we had fe~ 

veral of the other ifles in vl~w, our courfe 
S. by 'oN. the wind W. by S. they were i·n: 

general high,_. and. :;tlmoft entirely covered 

with fnow. 'N e raw many albatrolfes 

and 



and gulls about, and feveral whales. Our 

latitude to-day was 49 deg. 48 min. N. 

The next day our cour[e "was S. S. w. 
and S. W. and we had no land in fight; 

and on the 15th our latitude was 46 
deg. 3 I min. N. and our longitude 155 
" deg. 29 min. E. The weather was fine, 

clear, and pleafant. but rather cold, and in 
the afternoon. the wind Dlifted to S. W. 

our courfe being S. E. 

The 16th was fin'::, with light airs in
clinable t6 calms. \Ve obferved many 
flocks of gulls, feveral albatroffes, fulmars, 

and arB:ic gulls, and in the evening a hen 

gold-finch flew on board. We alfo faw 

feveral of thofe fiih the Ruffians call ka

fatki. Our latitude was 45 deg. 24 min. 

N. and the wind came round to N. N. \V. 
our courfe VV. in the night we had light 
breezes. 

The; :th we had light airs, inclinable 

to calms, and fine weather, with flying 
clouds. At eleven a breeze fprung up 

from the N. W. our courfe W. S. W. 

X 3 and 
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and in the aftenioon a {mall land bird flew 

on board. 
The next day we had light breezes 

from the W. and at eleven from the S. S. 
'V. quarter. We paffed much fea-weed, 
and our obferved latitude was 44 deg. 30. 
min. N. At three the wind came round 
to S. and in the night we had heavy gales 

from the S. E. by E. our courfe 'VV. by S. 
Tuefday the ~ 9th Was dark, thick, 

and rainy, with hard gales and puffs from 

S. E. by E. and a very heavy fea running, 
our courfe W. by S. The wind handled us 
fo roughly, that we were obliged to furl our. 
mizen and fore~top-fails, and fet the fore
fail with the main-top-fail clofe reefed upon 
the cap. At ten it moderated, and we fet 
the main-tQP-fail, and <;It n,oon the win<l 
iliifted to W. fo tack;ed and frood to the 
S. S. \V_ In the night we had light airs 

and calms. In thefe latitudes, particu
larly at this feafon of the year, the winds 

[, fire very unfettled and variable. . 

The 
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The following day the weather was 

thick and hazy, with light airs, but at 
eight we had a breeze from the S. E. 

which at two in the afternoon veered round 

to N. N. W. and the weather became dark 

and cloudy, with rain. 

Thurfday the 21 it was fair, with flying 

douds, and frelli gales from the \V. N. W. 
our courfe S. W. and our obferved latitude 

42 deg. 40 min. N. 
The enfuing day we had moderate 

breezes from the N. W. our courfe S. W. 
and latitude 40 deg. 59 min. N. 

Saturday the 23d was pleafant, with 

light breezes from the S. W. by S. our 

courfe W. by N. At fix in the morning 
we faw a lliag, anti at noon it became 

doudy, and rather fqually; our latitude 

was 40 deg. 35 min. N. and ourlongitude 

146 deg. 52 min. E. 
The weather throughout the next day 

was thick and cloudy, with fmall rain, 
and the wind light, and very variab~e. 

vVe paffed much grafs, and faw a duck, a 

X 4 !hag, 
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lila", and a land bird. The[e being cer~ 

taj., mdications of the proximity of land, 

we of courfc kept a good look out; be

fides "ve judged ourfelves to be: at no great 

difiancc from Japan. 

l'/ionday tLc 25th the weather was thick 

and cloudy, with ihowers of rain, anQ 

frefu breezes from the N. E and N. N. E. 

our courfe \V. S. \V. In the forenoon 

a pig':::O'l perched upon tht: riggin~, and 

foon after 'W~ faw two fGull land birds. 

Our ol)fetycd Lttitude was 40 deg. 18 min. 

N. and at two in the afternoon, feven 

Lnall land birds of the titmoufe genus 

ft: -,-'; on board. In the evening we had 

L;;:lt Y"inds, ami at ten moderate breezes 

from the fontll'.yad. 

On t ' l-:: t\vnty-fl:-:th y/e had freih 

breezes ~ro:l1'tL'~ S. S. \,/. \vith open cloudy 

"xeathe~, our cOLltfe \V. At half paft 

fise in tl-: mornin6 we Lw land, being 
1: h "f} '1\,' 1 J part 01 t e:;",'(..,.:1 :1Llli'·-:lpl0n,Or apan, 

e:.:tending :::-wm N. 50 d,,::,;.\:V. to S. 2S 
¢~g. \\1. and Jiihnt abo:.lt fix le~bues. 

At 



At eight the extremes bore S. I J deg. W. 

and N. 40 deg. W. the neareft part W. -; 

S. three leagues diftant. The land WaS 

moderately high, but not irregular or 

broken; ~onfifiing of double ranges of 
hills, lllany of which were covered with 

trees. The !hores were fieep, rocky, 

and firaight, without the leafi appear

ance of a harbour: the northern extreme 
fell in a fiope, the iouthern one made in a 

kind of bluff. The afpect of the CC"ill-
I 

try was in generil barren, and f;r '. y, at 
the difiance we then were frr··.ll it, but 

upon a nearer vic'.'.', it appeared more fer
tile and pleafant than we could have [up
pofed. At noon our latitude was 40 deg. 
4 min. N. and the varia,tion one mile to 

the eafiward; the extremes. of land then 

bore S. 2 deg. E. and N. 43 deg. W. the 

the north point being abou,t {] x leagues 
difiant, the nearefi part bore S. 52 deg. W. 
three leagues. We raw many fmokes up
on the hills, which were made probably in 

~on{equenee of our being upon the coaft. 
At 
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At two in the afternoon we had a freCh 

breeze from the S. VV. which at four in

creafed to a gale, and at night we had 

1· 1 • d 19nt ,Ylf1 s. 

In the early part of the morning we 

had light airs, but at fix a breeze fprung 

up from the N. E. our courfe being \V 

S. \V. At noon our latitude by obfer

vation '~:as ~ 9 deg. 16 min. N. and at 
half paft three in the afternoon we fa\v' 

the land again, the fouthern extreme 

as fet yefterday noon, bearing N. 22 deg. 

\V. the fouthernmoft land in fight N. H8 

\V. eight leasues diftant. At five there 

were many fmall birds about the !hip, 

fome of which we caught. At eight we 
founded, but fonnd no ground with a 

hundred and fifty fathoms. At nine 
J 

,ve hauled up to the fouth ward, and at 

twelve again founded with eighty fathoms, 
but without fuccefs. 

At fix the next morning the extremes 

of the land bore ~. 66 deg. \V. and \V. 

by. t'~. nine leagues difiant. At feven v;e 

bore 
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bore away to the S. W. and at eight the 

(outhernmofi lawl making like an ifland, 

bore S. 76 deg vv. difiant about feven 

leagues. At noon we were in latitude 

3l) deg. 13 min. N. when the land ex

tended from N. 83 deg. W. to N. 36 deg. 
W. and at two in the afternoon from N~ 

34 deg. \V. to N. 42 deg. \iV. and the ex

tremes of a low ine N. 45 W. and N. 50 
deg. W. 

On Friday the 29th we had frefh 
breezes from the fouthward, and at half 

pafi fix raw the land at about four leagues 

difiance, bearing S. 30 deg. W. and N. 35 
deg. W. At [even we tacked and fiood to 

the E, S. E. our foundings being twenty fa

thoms, with a bottom of fand and gravel. 

At eight faw a Japanefe ve£fel fianding 

along fuore to the northV'lard, and half 
an hour after we fawanother fianding to
wards us, right before the wind. At nine 
we brought to, main-top-fail to the malt, 

intending to wait for her, but at ten find

ing fhe endeavoured to avoid us, we wore 
i !hips 



iliip, and purfued ou:" cour[e as before, 

She appeared to be about forty tons bur

then, and had only one mafi and fail, the 

latter very fquare at top, but narrow"er to
wards the bottom. By the help of our 
glaffes we could perceive thofe on board to 

be in much confuuon; no doubt they 
were apprehenuye of being taken. '1 his 

ve£fe! was likewife making for the north 

part of the Wand. At noon we had 

hard gales, and cloudy weather, but to

wards the clofe of the evening it became 

more moderate, and we fet our clofe

reefed top-fail, which we had been 

obliged to hand in the fore-part of the 

afternoon. At night the wind veered far
ther round to the eaftward. 

The next day we had freih breezes 

from W: and W. by N. with fine clear 

,-veather, our courfe S. S. VV. and at half 
paft nine faw the land at a great difl:ance, 
bearing W. by N. At eleven the wind 
fhifted to N. W. by N. our courfe S. W. 
by W. and at noon the extremes of the 

3 land 
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land Dore Vi. by S. and N. W. by W. 
our latitude being 36 deg. 41 min. N. 

The wind was very frefh throughout 
the next day, and we had many land 

birds about the fnip, though no land was 
in fight. Our obferved latitude was 35 deg. 
40 min. N. 

lVlonday November the I H, the wea

ther was fine and cleaf, and the wind 
blewin moderate breezes from the E. S. E. 
our courfe 'vV. S.W. At four in the after

noon we faw the bnd extending from 
W. S. W. to Vi. and a [mall iile like a 

hummock W. N. Vl. difbnt from both 

about fixteen leagues. The land we had 
hitherto feen was moderately high, but 

we obferved a mountain to-day, making 

like a fugar loaf that was very lofty. 

At five we hauled up to S. W. with the 

wind S. S. E. and at fix tried foundings 

with one hundred and fixty fathoms of 

line, but found no ground: at this time 
the fouthernmoft land bore S. 73 deg. W. 
the mountain W. and the [mall- if1e N. 

by 
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hyW. -i- W. At eight we tacked £hip, and 
flood to the eafi:ward, and again founded 
,vith one hundred and fifty fathoms, but 

,vithout fuccefs. At twelve we tacked 

once more, keeping a S. W. courfe. Our 

obferyed latitude to-day was 35 deg. 16 
min. N. 

Our courfe the nex.t morning was S.W. 

the wind S. S. E. At ieven we faw the 
land bearing N. 69 deg. W. fix leagues 
diftant, and at eight tacked and flood to 
the eafi:ward. A t noon our obferved lati

tude was 3S deg. 43 min. N. but by our 
reckoning "we were much farther to the 

fouthv:ard. In th&- afternoon it became 

cloudy, with freib breezes, and as it had 

the appearance of increafir.g to a gale, 

we got down top-gallant-yards, and clofe
reefed the top-fails. 

In the night we had frefh gales, jufl as 
was expeaed~ but at eight in the morning 
the wind fhifted to S. and in the evening 
we had moderate breezes, and fair wea
ther. Our latitude at noon was 36 deg. 
25 min. N. 
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Thurfday (the 4th) was cloudy, with 

fuowers of rain and light variable winds. 
We paired feveral pieces of pumice Hone 
floating upon the furface of the water, to 

which we found a fpecies of barnacle ad
hering. In the afternoon, having light 
airs and calms, we hoifted out a boat to 

try if there was a current, and to afcertain 
the rate of it; we found it fetting to the 

eaflward, at half a knot an hour. 

The weather the next day wali very 
pleafant, and we had moderate breezes 
from the N. W. our courfe S. S. W. 
At noon we were in 35 deg. 16 min. 

north ; and in the afternoon paired much 

pumice flone, which feemed to indicate 
our being in the neighbourhood of fome 

volcanos. In the courfe of the night it 
became calm. 

At fix the next morning, however, we 

had a breeze from the N. N. E. our 

courfe S. S. W. and at noon our latitude 

was 35 deg. I min. N. though by our 
account we ought to have been fifty miles 

farther 
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farther to the fouthward; which was a 

proof that the eafierly current ftill affected 

-us. At eight in the evening the wind 

{hifted to eafi, and at nine we were taken 

aback, foon after which it fettled in the 

S. S W. quarter. 

The winds now became more variable 

if pollible than befc,re. In the early part 

of the morning we had a moderate breeze 

from the S. "V. by S. but at ten it {hifted 

to W. S. W. and in the afternoon to W. 

but at night it became calm, and con
tinued fo till three the next afternoon, 

when a breeze fprung up from the north

ward, our courfe S. W. We faw to-day 
a {hark and two tropic birds. 

TuefJay (November the 9th) we had 

thick cloudy weather, with continued 
rain till noon, when it cleared up a little; 
and we got an obfervation, which gave us 

3 I deg. 46 min. north latitude. In the 

afternoon we paffed much pumice fione, 

and faw a tropic bird. 

The 
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The two following days 'Yere equally 

rainy and difagreeable I; our courfe was 

S. W. and the wind N. N. E. At eight 

in the evening it became very dark and 

thick, on which account we hauled our 

wind to_ the eaftw3rd, and continued that 

courfe for the night. 

Friday (the 12th) we had heavy gales 
from the N. N. E. our courfe eaft, till 
feven in the morning, when we bore 

away. But at ten it blew fo hard, that 

we were obliged to bring-to under O'.lf 

forefail, with our head to the vleftward, 

and as there was a very high fea running, 

the ihips pitched terribly. At [even 

in the evening we wore and flood to the 
W. S. W. under our forefail and mizen

flay-fail, with the wind at N. W. 
The next day the weather "yas cloudy, 

with moderate gales from the N. 'vV~ and 
W. N. W. At feven we bore away to the 
S. S. VI. a~ld at noon our obferved lati
tude was 25 dcg. 26 min. N. ",'!e faw 

many flying-fiih about, and at fix in the 

VOL. II. Y evenmg, 



evening, the wind decreafing, we hauled 

up to S. W. by W. At ten we had the 

wind from the N. by \V. our coutfe W. 
byS. 

Sunday (the 14th) we had fine pleafant 
weather, with flying clouds and fmooth 
water, our wind and courfe as yefierday 
evening. A t ten in the morning, tpe Dif
covery being about two miles a-head, 
made the fignal for feeing land, which the 
Refolution anf wered, and foon after we 
defcried it to the S .. W. making like a 
high mountain; we direaly bore away 

for it, fleering S. W. with the wind N. 
N. E. This was one of thofe ifles which 
are laid down to the northward of the 
Marian Iflands. At noon we were in 
latitude 24 deg. 3$ min. N. and longitude 
14 I deg. J 5 min. E. and at one we 
hauled up to weft. At half paft two we 
faw more land to the N. W. by W. which 
we hauled up for; and at half pafl three 
clefcried more to the N. W. by N. but very 

low. At four the two above ifiands bore 
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N. 54 deg. W. and N. S9 deg. W~ and 
the mountain S. 27 deg. W. diftant about 
three leagues. At eight we tacked, and 

ftood off and on for the night, with an 
intent of taking a nearer view of them in 
the morning. 

The next day the wind fhifted to E. 
N. E. and we had fine and clear weather. 
At fix we ,bore away for the Ifles, wh~ch 
now proved to be only one, the extremes 
bearing N. 60 deg. W. and N. 80 deg.' 
W. and at half pail we faw a high hum

mock bearing N. )4 deg. W. At eight 
we were running along the fouth-fide of 
the We; off the north-end there waa 
a reef of rocks which extended a con
fiderable diftance from it, and over which 
the fea broke violently. The fouth end 
was terminated by a high bluff rock, and 
upon the middle we faw fome few treei 

or rather fhrubs, for they were of a di
minutive fize, which probably might be 
owing to the fcarcity of foil, the whole 
being an atfemblage of rocky ro.,atter. 

Y 2 A, 
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As we approached the bluff-rock, we 

found it had the appearance of having 

once beel! a volcano; and we were con

firmed in this opmion upon viewing the 

"V. S. W. fide, where the mouth or crater 
was V'ery confpicuous, and upon its fides 

were large maffes of [ulphuI"', and other 

combllfiible matter, but the fulphur was 

moil predominant. Being at this time to 

''''cNarJ of the Wand, we found a very 

Hr"ng fmeH of that mineral, the air be

ing quite Impregnated with it. The £hore 
on this fide ,,,as quite fiat, over which a 

very heavy furf cOllt1nually broke, and at 

fome diftance were two tlpright rocks~ 

again it Yi'hich the rea dallied violently. 
Haying feen thus much of this iDe, and 

finciir,s it too dangeruus to attempt land

ing, we at nine bore a'\vay to the 'se.:1-w::trd. 

Captain Gore c:tlled it Sulphur El:>nd, 
the: only birds we obferved about it were 

boobies. At noon our latitude wa'S 24 

deg. 50 min. N. when its extremes bor,~ 

N. (:4 deg. E. and S. ~\2 deg. E. the 

mountain 



mountain S. 37 deg. E. and the high 
hummock N. 18 deg. E. At three in the 

afternoon, Sulphur I11and bore S. 73 deg. 
eaft. 

Tuefday (the l(,th) we continued our 

wefterly courfe till noon, and then hauled 
up to W. S. W. + VV. the wind being 
S. by E. and S. and the weather clear and 

pleafant; our latitude was 25 deg. 7 min. 
N. and longitude 138 deg. 10 min. E. 
In thc night the wind veered regularly 
from S. S· W. to W. N. W. 

The next day was cloudy, and at feven 

in the morning we had freili breezes 

from the N. W. Our latitude was 24 

deg. 48 min. N. 
On the 18th we had moderate gales 

from the N. E. by N. our courfe W. S. 
W. and the weather which had been fine 

throughout the day, in the evening be

came cloudy. 
We were the next day in latitude 22 

deg. 47 min. N. and from the fteadinefs of 

the wind concluded we had fallen in with 
y 3 the 
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the N. E. trade; we frill continued a 
wefterly courfe. 

On the 21 fi, our latitude by obferva

tion was 21 deg. 26 min. N. and we 
paLfed fome pumice fi:one. The next 
day was cloudy, with heaTY rain; and at 
fix on the following evening we hauled 
our wind under the fore-fail, clofe reefe4 
main-tep-fail and mizen-fray-fail, having 
frefh gales from the N. E. 

Our courfe on the 24th was N. N. W
with moderate gales from the N. E. and a 

heavy fea going. The weather w~s 

doudy, which prevented our h~ving an 
obfervation, but we were lucky enough 
during th~ night to get the altitude of 
a ftar, which gave our latitude 21 deg. 
30 min. N. 

The next day we had h~rd gales from 
the N. N. E. with cloudy weather, and at 
eight bore away to \V. under our clofe
reefed top-fails and fore-fail. At noon, 
beinginlatitude2i deg. '25 min. N. by 
obfervation, we bore aw~y to fouth, \lU-

g del 
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der our fore-fail, and clofe-reefed mam

top-fail, with a view of making the 
Bailiee Iflands, mentioned by Dampier. 

The 26th was cloudy, with moderate 
breezes from the N. N. W. our courfe 

being W. Our obferved latitude was 

21 deg. 6 min. N. In the afternoon the 
wind frefuened, at eight we hauled the 

wind, and at nine lay-to for the night. 

At {even the next morning we wore 

and made fail, proceeding in a weft d~

retlion, with the wind at N. E. At ten 

we were in the longitude of the iflands 
as they are laid down, but having nu 

l;J.pd in fight, we concluded that by [om;: 

means or o~her we had mined them, ("
that Dampier had committed fome gr,-,,~ 

error with refpetl to theIr fituation. \Ve 

however continued our cOUl{e till ilx in 

the evening, and then hauled our wind, 
The next day we had freib gales and 

.cloudy weather. In the morning at four 

we were alarmed by the noife of break

ers \lnde-r our lee, and foon after faw them 
y 4- extend-
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extended from \V. N. W. to S. S. W. 
we immediately wore fuip, and flood. to 

the eaflward. At [even we wore again, 
and pro~-.:deJ VV. and at nine altered our 

cour[e to S. and S. W. the fuoal trending 

to weil:ward. This remarkable reef or 
fuoal, which the Spaniards denominate 
Pracel, is in moil: of the charts laid down 

wrong: according to our obfervations, it 

is :fituated in latitude 20 deg. 42 min. N. 
and longitude 1 17 deg. 1 5 min. E. which 
nearly agrees with Dalrymple, who is 

the moil: correCt furveyor we have had in 

thefe feas. It is between four and five 

leagues in extent, and forms a kind of 
femicircle, near the N. E .. point of which 

is a fmall low flat iDe, upon which are a 

few furubs. Having taken a view of it, 
'we at one made fail, fuaping our courle 
for the ii1and of Macao. 

Our courfe the enfuing day (Monday 
the 29th) was N. W. by N. the wind N. 
E. by N. and rather frelli. At fix in the 
morning we raw fix Chinefe fiihingveiTe1s, 

and 
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and at noon let out the reefs and made all 

fail, keeping a weft and W. by N. courfe. 

Our latitude was 2 I deg. 59 min. N. At 
one in the afternoon we faw many fifhing 
veffels a-head, and at three defcried the 

iilan4.s<of Lema, bearing W. N. W- and 
W. At fix our foundings were twenty

four fathoms, when we fhortened fail 
and hauled our wind to the eaftward till 
twelve, and then tacked and flood to the 
northward, our depth of water being 
thirty-two and thirty-four fathom, with 
a muddy bottom. 

Tuefday (the 30th) was cloudy, with 
fmall rain. At half paft fix in the morn
ing we bore away and made fail, our 

courfe W. and the wind N. E. by E. At 
noon, the Granel Ladrone, which is the 
loftiefi of the iilands, bore N. by E. -;- E. 

diftant about three or four miles. We 

foon after hoifled our enflgn and pen ... 
dant, and fired two gllns, as a fignal foi
a pilot: our foundings were feventeen fa I
thoms, and there were many filhirg vef~ 

fels 
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fels about, none of which however took 
any notice of us. At one in the after
noon, a Chinefe pilot came on board; and 

very foon after another arrived, and in.. 

fifreCil u.pon conduttirlg the {hip, and with. 
out .:.ny ceremony began to order the fails 

to be trimmed; The firft however would 

110t give up the point, and a long alter

cation enfued, but at length they fettled 
it, having agreed to divide the money 
which was to be paid. and which 
amounted to twenty-five dollars. We 
were en:Dloyed 2,l: the afternoon in work- . 

~ . 
iifg to windwai"d, and at fix let go our 

anchor near the Grand· Ladrone, in ten 
fathom. 

A t ten the next morning (December 
the IiI), we got up our anchor and made 
fail, th~ ti.de ~eiDb in our favour. \Ve 
continued working to windward aU the 
morning, having ten, nine, and eight fa
thom. In the afternoon, two more Chi

nefe came on board, one of whom had 
fev.eral certificates from the captains of 

thip~ 
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1hip6 which he had ferved as comprador. 
To this man the captain gave twenty dol
lars, to prOCUre us frefh provifions for the 
next day, ~fter which th.ey departed, and 
we foon after anchored. 

At feven in the morning our compr~", 
dor arrived, with fOll!." quarters of fman 
and very lean beef, fome eggs, an d a few 

oranges, ~nd grec ... s, the whole of which 
could not have coft above half the money 
he received. It was in v:iin however t() 

think of getting any redrefs, and We wer~ 
obliged to reA: contented with our bad 
bargain. Some time after our pilots left 
lIS, being fearful, as they informed us, of 
the mandarines, who, if they faw them, 

WOJJJd in all probability infifl: upon part 
{)f th~ morn:y h3d be~n paid. At two ilJ 
~he aftemo~n, we got up our anchors and 
made fail towards Macao, and the pin
nace, with' ca.ptain King and another 
Q!licer, were fent on {hore, with an intent 
of fttting off immediately for Canton, be
jps in. w~n~ of f~vep~l tiores, which we 

hoped 
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hoped to be fupplied with from the Eaft 
India [hips, feveral of which we found 
were taking in their lading at Wampo. 
D pon their landing at Macao, . they were 

'informed bi {Orne Englifh gentlemen, 

that they muft firil obta,in a. chop or paff
port, which would be at leail five days be
fore its arrival,from Canton; upon which 
they fo; the prefent relinquifued their 
fcheme. At nine in the evening we let go 

our anchor in thre~ fathoms and a half, . ' 

and about four miles diftant' from the 

town. 
Everyone now was anxious to be in':' 

formed of the flate of affairs in England, 

and late as it was when the pinnace re
returned from the [hore, all hands got 

up to hear the news. Among a variety 
of other articles, the war' with Fr~nce 
(fame account of w hieh we had received 
at Kamtfchatka) was confirmed. 

The next day, at feven in the morning, 
we weighed and frood towards the town', 

and at eight anchored again in three fa

thoms, 
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tho1ll9; ,about two miles from the town, 

and, falu~ed the fort with thirteen guns" 

which returned an equal number. Being 

informed in the coupfe of the day, by an 

Engliih gentleman, that the Portuguefe 

rather wiihed us to be farther from the 

town, we the fcHowing morning (Friday 

the 3d) a!. Lix go~ 'up our anchors, and 

made fail? and about noon dropped them 

again in the Typa, near the fpot where 
the Centurion lay. 

A, day or two after two Portuguefe ihips 

came out of the h~"r L~,u, behind the town, 
and anchored in the Typa, to take on 
board the remaining part of their lading. 

All our hands were now very buGly em

ployed, forne in watering, others in the 

holds, and the carpenters in putting the 

:Chips into a proper fiate of defer:ce, by 

ereCting barracadoes, and converting the 

cabins, which before were wood, into 

canvas .ones. The Chinefe too, as long 

as our money lafied, were very affiduous 
and conftant in their vifits; many of 

9 iliem 
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them came off In the nIght to avoid pay. 
ing the ufual duties, and feverai ran the 
rifque of coming in the day, but one or 
other of them was always upon the watch; 
and lio fooner did a m~ndarine's boat make 
its appearance than they inftantIy put off; 
or concealed themfelves and their goods 
in various parts of the ihip. Among 
other articles they brought off arrack, and 
a nafty, hot, difagreeable fpirit, which 
they called fumchu; our feamen (who at 
any time would much rather fpend their 
money in drink, than in purchafing more 
ufeful things) generally contrived to get 

fo very intoxicated, as to be unable to 

proceed in their work, and at length it 
arrived 10 fw:h a pitch, as to require fevere 
treatment to get the better of it. From 
this time no liquor was fuffered to be 
brought into the £hip, and the Chinefe 
boats were fearched before they were per
mitted to come along-fide; but in fpight 
of every precaution they found means 
to convey it on board. About a fort .. 

night 
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.ight after our arrival two fmall Spa
rtiili fhipsfrom Manilla, laden princi~)Z:lly 
with dollars, anchored in the harbour be
hind the town. They had been informed 
by the ~ortuguefe of our beirig here; on 
which account they came in by night, 
being apprehenfive, ne doubt, that. "ire 
fhould moleft them. But at that time we 
were ignorant that Spain had joined 
France, and had we known it, we could 
not with any propriety have attacked 
them. • 

From this time to our departure no-
thing occurred worth notice. Haviag got 
all our fupplies, and increafed our num
ber of guns to fixteen, and the Difco
very's to twelve, and taken in as much 
live flock as we could conveniently Row 
away, we,made all ready for [ea. 

On Wednefday afterlloon (January 12, 

1,80) we weighed our anchors •. :ad made 
fail, flanding out of the Typa: towarci

" 

the evenin~ the tide beca,me unfavourable, 

and we came-to again. 
The 



The next morning at daY-,light,:we got 
up our anchors and made fail" our. courfe 

being S. and in company with aSwedifh 

fhip which had juft arrived from.w ampo, 
but being a faft failer £he foon left us. Ir;t 
the afternoon we had a'fi~e breeze from 

the N. E. which increafed tht; n~t day 
to a gale. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. XXXVII . 

.Arrive at Pula Condor - tranfaClions 
there-depart from thence-pafi the 

flraits of Banca and Sunda-arrivt (It 

Cracatoa-Prince's IJland-the Cape of 
Good Hope-Orkney Ijlands-and Eng

land. 

ON Wednefday January the 19th, we 
faw Pulo Sapota,,.difiant abG>ut three 

or four leagues, 'and the next day, at one in 

the afternoon, defcried Pulo Condor bear

ing W. S. W. abOl..lt four leagues qifiant. 

Not being able to reach the harbour that 

night, we flood off and on till morning, 

and came to in the forenoon, not far from 

the fpot where Dampier had anchored, 

Baving furled our fails, the captain or-

VOL. U. Z der(}d 



dered feveral g~ns to be fired, to the intent 

that the inhabi.tants might know there 
were {hips there. None however made 

their appearance that night, and the next 
morning a boat with an officer was dif~ 

patched tv a {mall village .on the other 
fide the Wand, who returned in the after
noon with one of the natives. Wood 
being an article which we could not pro-. 
cure at Macao, a party were {ent on 
fuore to cut {orne: among a variety of other 
trees, we found the wild nutmeg-tree in 
abundance, but the nut was totally void 
of, {mell and taile. 

The day following we bought three or 
four fiih of {orne of the natives, who had 
been fifhing; one of them was ihaped 
much like a dolphin. the others were of 
the albecore tribe, but marked or ftriped 
on the 'back and fides with a blackifh blue 
col~~r. The chief man of the iiland, or 
the capitano, as they called him, came 

on board in the coul'fe of the day, when' 

the 
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the captain informed him, as well as he 

could by figns, that we were in want of 

frefh provifions. He appeared to under

nand him very well, and the next day 
(Tuefday the 25th) fet off in one of our 

boats to procure us [orne buffaloes, which 

were the only beafis he could furn~[h us 

with. Several other natives came on 

board, and brought a few trifling things 
to difpofe of, but all, not even excepting 

their chief, were very poor and ragged. 

Everyone wore turbans: if an old dirty 

piece of cloth wrapped round their heads 

aeferves that name) and che'.\' ed the betel 

and areka. In the evening the boats re

turned with three or four youn,~ buE:" 
faloes, and were difpatched again the CD

fuing day in quefi of more, and a party 
was fent to cut down fame cabbage trees, 

to boil with the meat for the fhip's com

pany- Our fportfmen too made an c:x

curfion into the country, but met wi:h 

very little fucce[s, h:lVing feen only a few 

Z 2 monkie, 
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~onkies, fquirrels, and a cock and hen~ 

the latter of which they iliot. Accorcl:
~ng to Linn<Eus this Wand is thei~ n3:
tive place. 

Thurfday the 27th, in the evening! 
our boats returned with more buffaloes, 
but much older· than the others. The 
flefh of all was very coarfe, without the 
leaft :particle of (at.' 

On Friday the 28th, at ~oon, we took 

llP our anchors and made fail: w hen 9~~ 
pf the harbour we iliaped Qur courfe for 
the firaits of Banta. . 

On the afternoon of-:fuefday, February 
the J ft, we paffed P':!lo-Timoan, and 
Pulo-Pifang; and at· half pail: nine in 
the evening were a -breaft of Pulo-Aro. 
Thurfday the 3d, at fix in the morning, 
we faw the Seven-iflands and Monopin
hill, which are fituated near the enti"ance 
~nto the ftraits, our foundings varying 
from fourteen to nineteen fathoms, de

~re~fi~g and incr~afing alternately. At 

4 ~po~ 



hoon our obferved latitude was I deg. 

48 min. S. and at nine in the evening a 
boat (which we fuppofed to be a fifhing 

boat) paffed us; we hailed her, but re
ceived no anfwer that we could under
frand. At twelve we came-to in thirteen 
fathoms, with a clayey bottom, and found 

the tide paffed us at the rate of four 
miles an hour. 

At fix the next morning we weighed 

and made fail; having light breezes, our 
courfe E. by S. and E. ~ N. varying ac~ 

cording to the winding of the paffage. 

We found the heat very troublefome, the 

thermometer rifing as high as 83 f deg. 
and 84 deg. and two or three of the Dif
covery's people fell ill of fevers. That 

part of the !traits which is formed by 
Sumatra is low, and covered with trees 

to the very edge of the water, the whole 
forming to appearance an impenetrable 
wood: the ifiand Banca compofes the 
other fide, and is alfo low near the [ea-

Z 3 fide, 
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fide, but the interior parts are in many 
places hilly. 

Saturday, February the 5th, at one in 
the afternoon, we were a-breaft of the 
ifland L ucipara, which lies near the fouth 

entrance of the firaits. Our obferved· 
latitude was 3 deg. 9 min. S~ and 011 Sun
day, about feven in the evening, we let 
go our anchors about three leagues from 
the Brothers (two fmall iilands fo called) 
and during the night had much thunder 
~nd lightning, with a heavy atmofphere, 
and almofi perfeCt calms. 

The next morning, Monday the 7th , 
at fix "ye weighed and made fail, fianding 
through the firaits of Sunda, to a fmall 
high ine calld Cracatoa, which lies to 
the S. W. The Difcovery, in the interim., 

. was difpatched to a Dutch Eafi Indiaman, 
at fome difiance, to procure fome arrack, 
as our frock of fpirits was nearly ex
hauned, and to enquire if there WaS any 

particular news from Europe, after which 

8 fue 
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fhe was to proceed t', Prince's-HIand, and' 

there wait our arrival. vVe continued 

our courfe to Cracatoa, off the weft end 
of which we fa w another Dutch Eafi In.:. 

diaman at anchor; and having let go 
our anchor, and fecured the {hip, the 

pinnace, with a proper offic.:::r, was fent on 

board, to learn if we could be fupplied 
with any arrack. In the evening the 

boat returned, with an account that the 
captain would furnifu us with three or 
four legers, which "vas nearly as much 
as we required. This :fb.ip had been 

as far as Japan, and was very richly 

laden. 
The next day fuooting parties went out, 

but met with nothing worth notice; the 

inhabitants, who were all dreffed in the 
Malay fa:fb.ion, behaved with civility. 
This if1and is governed by a radja, who 

is fubjeCl to the court of Bantam: the 

prefent one is a youth about fourteen or 

fifteen years old. The town, v' hich 
conllfts 
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conliIh bf twelve or fourteen houfes, i~ 

fituated in a pleafant fpot, about half a 
mile from the fhore, and furrourided with 
trees of various kinds, among which were 

the cdco nut and plaintain trees; the latter 
were the Iargeft we had feen bafore. All 

the houfes were elevated upon pofts, about 

two feet from the ground, and were built 

upon the fame plan as thofe. of Prince's 
mand. They faw three or four of their 
women, who were beatin~paddy, but they 
retired immediately into their houfes. 
The whole iIland produced variety of 
trees, and appeared like' a perfett wood, 
whi~h afforded a fine retreat for the birds, 

many of which were remarkably beau
tiful, and infects, particularly of the 
butterfly-kind, were exceeding nume
rous. 

Having taken our frock of fpirits on 

board, we proceeded to Prince's maud, 
where we ilaid three or four days; 
during which time we bought many very 

bad 
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b~d turtle, a great number of monkies, 
fame of thofe fmall animals which we 

call hog-deer, ,and a few fowls. The heat 

was very great, and not a little trouble
fame, the thermometer being {eldom 
lower than B4 deg. and frequently fome 
degrees higher. 

From hence we made the heft of our 

way to the Cape of Good Hope, during 
which paifage nothing particular occurred, 
except our meeting with a fmall veifel be
longing to the Eaft India Company, 
which was cruizing with inHruaions for 

the company's ihips. A few days after, 

we made the Cape, and the next day we 

were ftanding into Faife Bay, but night 

coming on before we could reach our 
proper birth, we anchored at no great 
diftartce from a rock called the Noah's 

Ark. The next morning at day-light, 
we weighed and made fail, and about 

noon dropped our anchors, and foon after 

riloored ihip, and fired thirteen guns as .C\ 
I. .• falul~ 



{alute to the governor, for as yet there 
was no fort erected; they contrived 
however to return an equal number, 
having a few pieces of cannon fixed be
fore the flore-houfes. We found riding 
here, the Naffau and ,Southampton Eaft 
Indiamen. We continued at this place 
till near the middle of May, when having 
completed our frock of water, and taken 
in flores of various kinds, and as much 
live-flock as we could find room for, we 
took up our anchors and made fail, but 
our wind failed us before we could clear 
the bay, and we were obliged to come-to 
again. The following day we were m~re 
fortunate; and having flood out to fea, 

purfued a foutherly courfe for fome time, 
to avoid falling in with any :Chips of the 
enemy, which, notwithftanding the edict 
that was iffued, might give us more troq.
ble than we wifhed to experience. 

After a paffage of near fixteen weeks , 
we arrived at Stromnefs, where we were 

detain~d 
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detained near a month by contrary winds; 
at lail a favourable one came on, which 
we immediately took the advantage of, 
and having cleared the Orkney liles, we 

proceeded along the coaft of Scotland, 
&c. On the 5th of OB:ober an€horeq. 
at the Nore; and the day folIo VI ing 
moored alongfide the hulk, after a long 

and tedious abfence of four years, and 

near three months. 

THE END. 
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