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To His ROYAL HIGHNESS 

F RED E RIC K, 

PRINCE of WALES, &re. 

May it pleaft ),our Roy AL HIGHNESS, 

T HE following Sheets have 
fo many different Claims 
to your Protection; that 

I have Reafon to flatter myfelf, 
you will not look upon it as a 
Prefumption, that, with the molt 
refpectful Humility, I offer them 
to your Peru[al; happy if they 
fhould be found worthy of your 
Attention, and thereby recommend 
to your Notice, a Subjetl: of fuch 
Importance, to the Commerce of 
thefe Nations, as that to which they 
relat~. 
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VI DE D Ie ArlO N. 
I H A V E ['lid, that they have fe~ 

','2:,,1 Cl:lims to your Royal High.,. 
ne[s's ProteCtion ; and your Good..,. 
nefs will allow me to explain the 
Reafons, upon which I have ven..,. 
tured to fay this. In the firft 
Place, as they relate to a Difcovery, 
which, 'when perfected, will not 
only redound to the Glory of the 
Britijh Nation; but will alfo prove 
the Means of promoting Navigation, 
extending Trade, and encreafing 
our Shipping; they cannot be more 
properl y addreffed to any than to 
your Royai Highnefs; who it is well 
known, hath all thefe in a particu
lar manner at heart. 

I N the next, permit me to 
put your Royal Highnefs in 
Mind,' that they more efpecially 
belong to you, as this very De
fign was formerly patronized by 
your illl1firio~s Predeceffor Prince 

HENRY;, 



DEDICATION. v 
HEN R Y; whofe Servant, Sir 
Thomas Button, made a famous 
Voyage for the Difcovery of the 
NORTH-WEST Paffage; -and was ful
ly perfuaded, that he ihould have 
fucceedcd in another Voyage; from 
which he was diverted, by the LoG 
of hi:. Royal Patr~n. 

LASTLY, The high Honour your 
Royal Highnefs did me, in tL; 

gracious Audience you were ple:.:!ed 
to allow me, foon after my Return 
from this Voyage; the many judi
cious ~eftions you were pleafed to 
aik, and the generous Care you ex
prdTed, for the happy Progrefs of 
this Def1gn, encourage me to ap
proach your Royal Highnefs upon 
this Occaf1on. 

1 F the Conf1deration of there 
Motives, {hall acquit me of the 1m· 
putation of Prerumption, for infcri
bing your ilIufirious Name, to an 

A 3 At-



VI DEDICATION. 
Attempt of this Kind; it will afford 
the highell: SatisfaCtion. as well as 
confer the greatefl: Honour within 
the Reach of his Willies, on him, 
who is, with the moll: dutiful Submif
{ion and Refpett, 

r~ur Royal Higbnefi's 

MojJ devoted, and mojJ 

O~edient Servant, 

HENRY, ELLIS. 



PRE F ACE. 

T
· . HER E canllot be a fironger 111-

jlallce if the Health and Vigour 
if the Body Politic, than a warm 
Appearance iftbat Spirit, wbich 

is allowed to haw conduced mofl in Times paft 
to its Profperity, as well as Prefervation. The 
Spirit here meant, is that if encouraging 
Indujlry, promoting Trade, and extending 
Navigation. A Spirit, to the Influence of 
whicb we o'we the glorious Title we lave ac" 
quired if a maritime Power, and thi! RifpeCl 
that is paid to liS in that Capacity, not by 
our marejl Neighbours only, but by Nations 
c': far dij?ant from us, as the Limits if tbe 
J,uodd will allow. It is from tbe EifeCls of 
tbis [pifit tbat we mZffl hope, not only the 
wlZtinuarrce, but the lncreafe of our good 
FlJrtune; and therefore, as it is peifeCllyju}l, 

A4 fo 



Vlll PRE F ACE. 
fo it is higbly reafonable to ,xpea, . th(l~ wha~
ever tends to excite al/d keep thts alt~Je will 
ie cbenjb,J, and met! not 'l£,ith a bare Ac-

e,MilIlCt' i'llt ~:·:tb t~'e moll r,r:ourab!e Re-( . , .J' . 
a:,tioll /ikt'~~'I/t' of de 7c'/"0/,' Natron; and 
tbis mo:-e elpe~ia!~v at tbe pre(eIlt ]ul1,:!U/"e. 
';,,,',\'/1 tiJC jUIilt' Spirit 0,,'1);:'0' prevails jo milch 
ill Oth'F CoulZtries, IIl1d Ql,r common Mijlr1J 
Trade is cOllrted by fo mall)" and flme of 
them very potent Rivals. 

1 T is ver)' clear, tbat tbo' tbis may be 
done by many difIerent 1',1etbods; a"d tb£!f tho' 
all theJ'c different Metbods deft; 'VC Attention 
and Encouragement from tbe End at which 
tbey aim, )'et there is hard!I' a1~\' which Call 

claim fo high Regard as D j SCOVE R Y, be
faliJe this takes ilZ the wbole Compaft of what 
bas been before laid dCWI1, and contributes 
equally to ewry Part of tbat great D¢gn. 
'Fbe Hopes of DiJcovery encourages InduJlry 
beyo1Zd <711)' thiiZg; for as it charms thoft quick 
and li'vely Spirits tl;at are not eafily fixed by 
other Fiews; fa Oll tbe otber Hand it animates 
by tbe Expeaatiomof extraordilIary Profit Men 
of a Temper direflly oppoftte, and who are 
indt!ftrious only from a forifigbt of Reward, 
a1ld confequently are more or leJs jo, as the 
ProJpeCl di.f!ers in that ReJpea. It promotes 

'Trade 



PRE F ACE. ix 
'Trade more than any thing, not only as it 
opens new Branchts, and thereby brings a 
clear Accejjion to Commerce, 'Ivithout adding 
in one Shape what may be lofl in another, but 
alJo b)' quickening, improving, and enlarging 
marl} old Branches; ,fince it is vijible that 
there is a Circulation in Trade, and what
ever creates an Exportation on one Side, muj/ 
encourage MamifaClures, and peigbten Im
portations on the other. But abov/! all, it 
contributes mojl e.ffeClually to the extending 
Navigation. A new Trade immediately calls 

.Jar an Increafe of Shipping, and this exaClIy 
in Proportion to tbe Demands wbich this 
new Trade creates, either for our own Goods 
and ManufaClures, or Jor the Produce of the 
new dijcovered Country by other Nations; fa 
that tbe Benefits received from thence, are 
clearly doubled to us ill this ReJpeCl . 

.d F T E R tbis jl.wt Explanation of 
the BmeJits that arip from Dijcovery, we 
need not wonder, that the be.fl Friends to 

, Commerce, who at tbe fame time are the bfj/ 
Friends to their Country, have alwa.;"s COll-

fldered it in fa favourable a Light. It mujt 
however be a//o'1.ved, tbat they have flme
times met 'with Oppojtion, as what Truth 
is there, that has not been denied? w'hat 

uJeful 



PRE F ACE. x 
ujeJitl D~jign, that has 110t bem oppoJed # 
But th: only Argument their AdverJariei 

could employ is nOW taken away, for thej 

fiemed to be alway's doubtful of the Event, 

they quejlioned'li/hat the EjjeCls of Difcoverj 

would be, th~y fancied that Plantations might 

dijpeople, that too great a r,-ade migbt im

poverifb, and that long and dangerous Voyages 

might impair and weaken our Strength; 

But all tbefe Pretences, which might have 

been, altd 'UJbich really were fully anfwerrd 

from Reafoll, are 110W for ever refitted oy 
Experience. The Wifo 'were JuJliciently Ja

tis/ied by tbe firji Method, but the latter muji 

have convinced even Fools; of whom it t's 

truly Jaid, tbat Experience is the Mijlrefs; 

TVe now know Fom Ejj;Bs, that Plantations 

have augmented our People; that the Increafl 

oj Trade bas occq/iol/cd an imllleJ1je increaft 

of 'Vealth, and t,l,et Attel!Jion to naval 

4fJa£rs bas railed a Iza'1:a/ Strengtb, o.l' more' 

Ccnj"equence to the Credit and Safety of the 

Nt1tion, than an)' other could pqffzbly bave been: 

TVe may from hmce (vi/elitdc, tbat no Argu

ments can be 110:0 oJIered agail!f/ DijcrJverj I. 

but 'wbat are built upon anotber Foundation 

'IJ.'bi.:b, when examined, 'will be found as Jand; 

til 
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as the former, viz. the doubting whether any 
thing of Conjequence is lift to diJcover. 

'I HIS bas been the chiif thing urged 
again} profecuting the Attempts that have 
been made for compleating that DiJcovery, 
which is to be the SubjeCl of the flll07ving 
Pages j and therejore it Jhall be the Bujiwfi 
of this Priface to/he'l£', what rational Hopes 
there are, that the ji1zding a North We)l 
P qfJage would be a mrfl valuable DiJcovery 
to the Briti{h Nation. The la)! Words are 
added for the Jetting this :Matter in its true 
Light j for if the jinding this Paflage could 
tend only to the Emolument if fame particular 
Body of Men, or was barely calculated to 
transfer the Wealth that accrues at preJent to 
one Set if People unto another, however im
portant it might be to filch as were to be 
Gainers by it, it would not certainly be qf.fuch 
ConJequence to the Public as to intere)l the 
Legijlature ill its Favour. But if it can 
be Jhewn, that from this DiJcovery, there 
is a moral Certainty, that the Exportation 
oj our Commodities and MmmfaClures may 
be va}ly increaJed, that Jeveral Branches of 
foreign Trade may be highly improved there
by, that NavigatiOll in genEral may from 
thence be gicatb' extended, and o!lr Shipping ;,1-

crea)ed, 
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€r~lljed; then furely it dejer'Ves to be cor!fid~mj as 
t1 thing '?f highConpquence to the P~b/lc, and 
mzObje{/ worth.Y '?f national AttentIOn, Pro
tclli(Jn, and Encouragement. 

'I HIS PaJ1age, whenever it is found, 
IJIlljl neceJforily opm a rrade to Countries on 
t'ach Side of it; and tbat this may and indeed 
1tl1lj prove 'Ver)' cOl?Jiderable, wi II fzifficirntly ap .. 
Filar, if we cOl?Jider the Situation and Extent 
~f theft Countries. On the Larboard or 
SfJuth Wtjl Side of the Channel, and of the 
Sta into which it opem, lies a 'Tra{/ of Country 
moking Part o/Americafrom the Welcome, 
or Ne Ultra to Cape Blanco in California, 
toaf is from the Latitude '?f 65°. to 43", 
North, taking in t70enty -two Degrees of 
Latitude, a::d no lefr than thirty in Longitude, 
htroing an extent If Coafl upwards of fix 
hundred Leagues, bides the Jnkts that there 
may be, that mull ofCourfe be very ad-vantagious. 
We cannot indeed pretend to any great Know
ledge of this Country, the CoaJls if which 
wholly, and the interior Parts of it in a grrat 
mea/ure, remain unknown; but wr are 'Very 
fl'!ftble, that Copper, Skim, and Furrs it 
muft abound 'with in the Parts nearejl the 

PaJlage; and in the Countries undtr a better 
Climate, bttter Things may be expeCled. At 

leajl, 
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leqfl, we are pretty Jure, tbat it is well inhobit
rd; and ift~e Inhabitants 01 tbeCoqfls q{Hud
[on's-Bay that arelo thinly peopled, take Djf 
large ff<!jantities of olil'Commodities, and would 
take oil me.cb greater, nQt"oL'jti?/landing flme 
Dt:alings tbey haw 'witb the French, "oL'hy 

jhou/d we not believe, that COlin tries better 

peopled jholiid take qff more. We may add 
to tbis, tbat If 41~V heed is to be given to tbe 
very b~/l SpaniOl "lVriters aj AmericanAiJai'rs, 
to'Baron Lahontan, ~c'hf) 'was a Frenchmm* 
Or to Dr. Cox our own COillltlynall, who had 
great Opportunities if being wei! acquaint~4 
·with the SubjeCl on wbi~'h he wrote; we 1'IlfZ.1 

conclude, that there are .fi'veral nUmertnil. 
and in a grrat mearure civilized NatifllU. 
that illhabit withill this 'Fra«,], who 'WOU/4 
'willingly deal with us, tho' they are averft to, 
as having mo/l flf them lad cont illt/al IV IlTJ 

with, the Spaniards. I/ our ExpeClatiol1S 'lure 

to be bounded Ollly ~j' de Ctrti!i/:~v of di[
to'Vf',~illg tbe/e Countries, about which tbere 
neither h,lS, nor I think C,l;Z be allY Dijpuu; 
it would be a til.':g q/ much Importance, 

jince the Nav;gatlol once opmca', and 'I rade 
fettled, WI! might anJ!ually 'venti vajt ff<!Jantifies 
qf woollen Ma;iUfaClures and other Commodi
#es, and bring o'ver'Ihillgs very valuable. 

perhaps 



XIV PREFACE. 
po-haps Gold or Silv~r ~/fo in retlt~l2. 'Fher~ 
is no need if expatratmg upon thIS; Jar the 
Matter is fo clear and plain, that the bare 
Account of it may well an/wer our Purpqft, 
(lnd very fully flew, that the Commerce of 
the North Wejl Side of America, mujl qfford 
an ample Compmfation for all the 'Frouble, 
P aim and Expenee, that this DiJ~o'I,JCry migh~ 
demand. 

AGAIN, on the North Wejl or Star.., 
board Side if the PqJJage, and the Seas into. 
'U.'bich it opellS, it is 'I.'ery highly probable thai 
there mt!ft be many great Countries, ill a 
'FraB of abor.;e thirteen hundred Leagues be
tween Ne Ultra and Japan, whieh is in the 
Latitude of 30°. It is indeed very true, that 
thife Countries are abfolutely unknown, that 
'We have 110t the leoj! Hint, ~CJhether there is 
any great Continent all thz's Side, or only 
ij/ands; but if there be any 'Fruth in the Re
ports, tbilt large Ships comefrom theJe Coun __ 
tries to the Nortb W~t1 Side rif America, in 
firder to trade with the Inbabital1ts; 'we may 
refl Jatiified, tbat Ilx)' are w,1I peopled, an4 
that tbq;e People are civilized, and that if 
conjeql/eJZce their Commerce mlffl be very pro
fitable, tbo' it is impojjible to foy from what 
Commodities the Profit will arifl. 'Fhis how-

enJer 



PRE F ACE. xv . . 
fver a fe'w Yo)'ages would dijcover, and the 
very Spirit that theft new found Countries 
'i.vould raije, mufJ be bighly advantagious tq 
our own. It would, without doubt, revive 
(ll/ tbat Ardour and Diligence which was fo 
potifpicuous in that Age, i1J- which we Jirft 
opened (l Pa.Jfage to the Eafi and Wefi-Indies; 
when all Ranks were inclined to promote our 
Navigatioll, and when almq/l every Port in 
England Jitted out Y~/fels to jhare in tbat Com
merce, by whicb tbe Spaniards and Portu
guefe had been.fO jitddenly and fo jilrpriJ
ingly enriched. Wbat appears to us now only 
from Conjecture, ''Would then become a Cer
tainty; and thaft who treat tbe North Wejl 
PqfJage at preftnt as a Chimera, as well as 
ihop who give themfelves no Concern, wbe
ther ~'t be fo or not, would entertain otber No
tions, and act upon other Principles. In a 
fVord, they would be as forward to reap the 
Advantages of tbis DiJcovery as tbe Jitjl Ad
'Penturers, and tbe Pa./Ji(JIlfor tbis ?It''1\) 'Trade 
would be as jlrong as it is for ever.,Y other new 
'Ibing. We jhould then bear if not bing but 
building Ships, and eqzti/jJing Squadrons to 

,Jail to theft Northern Indies, and the Hopes 
Of having a Share i'l the Advantages of tbis 
pm,merce would bring' over numbers of Fo-

2 , rag7lers, 



XVI PRE F ACE. 
reigners, as certainly as our forum' Difcovt
ries and Plantatio71S did. <[hat theft would 
be real and great Advantages to liS, as a Na
tion, nobody can deny, and that they might be 

reaJonably hoped jor, if tbis Pa.J1age wa; 
once found, nobody that is a proter Judge of 
the Matter will dtjpute. 

BUr beJides theft capital Be!lefits, wEich, 
as it has been before obJi:rved, would be ab
Jolute AccelJions from tbe .finding of foch a 
Pa.f!age; there are other inCIdental Ad"c'al1-
vantages, that are very corifiderable as welt 
as undeniable; fuch as oponing to us a new 
and eajj PaIJage into the South Sea, free· 
from the Inconvmimces that attend that by 
Cape-Horn, and ill point of Lengtb nothing 
in ComparifllZ oj that from the Eaa-Indies, 
the only two Pa.f!ages tlat are hitherto known. 
It would likewiJe opm to [,s the Meam Qf 

/earching that vaJl Ocean that lies betwem 
America and Alia, in w~ich ~we are very 
Jure that there are 11Iany rich and valuable 
I)lands, with which 110 European Nation has 
as Jet any Correjpondence. By this Rout like
"d.'ife we Jhould haw a much florter, foftr 
and wholeJomer Pa.f!age to the rich ijlands 
that lie Eafl if Japan, to the 1jlands if jaF!an 
themJelves, to the enmtries tbat iie be)'ond 

tbem, 
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them, as well as to Corea and China. 'l'his is 
flot a fancIful DeJcription of imaginary Ad
'lJontages, but a plain Recital of· the Confe ... 
tjuences that m1ff/ neceJ!arily attend Juch a Dif
covery, and which even the Enemies as well as 
Friends to it muft allow. As to the Dreams of 
theFormer in the laflAge,about the Danger and 
Dijjiculty of the Navigation through Hud
fon's-Straits and Bay, and of thl inJupporta
hIe Rigour of the Cold in thofe Northern Cli .. 
mates, they are now out of the Cafe; we knlJw 
that this Navigation is far from being Jo pe
ri/oJ/s as it is reprefented; and at the Clofe of 
the following Sheets, it will he Jhewn that 
there are very good Grounds to e~pet1, that 
this PaJ!age is not either narrow or encum
bered with Ice, but may be both pa.lfed and re
paJIed in the Compap of the fame Summer. 

A F'l' E R this Jhort DiJplay of the ne. 
e1fory Conflquenm of a North Wefl Palfage 
"eing found, one may prefume to ajjirm, that 
they lire Juch as well deftrve to employ the 
ConJideration of thofe that wijh well to the 
crrade and Navigation, that is to the Safety, 
Honour, and ProJPerity of Great Britain. 
crhey are Juch as Jhould jurely awaken us from 
that jlotbful and drowfy State into which, 
through Indolence and too great Fondneft jor 

a Pleajure, 
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Pleaji.re, we are vijibly ftillm. They ar! 

/uch as might open the Means if extricating, 
us from all our Em!JarrajJinents, by making 

.fitCh an addition to our Trade, as mal 
tifJord new Funds for dijcharging old Debts. 
and tbenby free the landed Intereft and our 
Manufacturers alJo from that Load of TaxesF 

of 7dJich they have Jo long complained; and if 
'Which, unlels relieved by Jome fuch Method, 
they may complain much longer. They are 
ji.ch, ill fine, as Jeem to unite all Interefls in a 
happy Concurrence to promoti the Endeavours 
of thofe who are dtjirous if employing their 
private Fortunes il1 rendering Jo great a Ser
vice to the Public, as the peifc{ling this Dif
cO"Jery 'Would certainly be. Upon '1.t'hat Grounds 
t.:)e Ddign 'was originallv undertaken; how, 
from time to time it bas been profecuted with 
- ame Danger, much Labour, and no final I Ex-' 
pence; bow after heiJlg quitted for many 
Years, it has been again revived; again 

fl.//o'ct'd; and again laid '!fide; how it ctlme 
to gio.;e Birth to tbe I-hJ[on's~Bay Company; 

and ,!ow'Jince tbe Ejlab/ijhment of tbat Com
fGil), ru.;f..ich has nov fitbf!fted tZ:"Jve four{core 
YulrS, '",e /l,]",;, heard Jo little of it, till qj 
Intt', is dik:tpcd ill the firfl Part if the 

Work, (lnd f",n in a lllJ!orical Wa)" for th~ 
111-
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In/ormation oj the Reader, and with a View 
to enlighten, and not mijlead his Judgment. 

I N the ftcond Part, there is a clear and 
circumflantial Narrative, as 'Well oj the 
Grounds upon which the laft Expedition in the 
Dobbs and California '/Oas rifolved upon, as 
oJ the Expedition itfe!f; the manner in which 
the two Ships Companieswil1tered in Hud[on's.,. 
Bay; and the Difcoveries they afterwards 
made; which, though they did not abJolutely 
flew where the PaJ!age lay, yet flm1 to haVe 
firmly eflablifhed tbe Certainty, thlZt .fitc/) 
a Paffage there is. For as 'we plainly fee 
from the firfl Part, that John Cabot, who 
was the anginal Author of this Dejign, as 
much as Columbus wps oj that by which 
the Weft-Indies was found, foppofed this 
PaJlage not to lie very far North; but as he 
laid it down in his Map, or his Son Sebafiian, 
from his Father's InJlruCiions, betwfef$ t!1~ 

Latitudes oj 61°. and 64°. fo from thena 
alfo it appears, that all the j(Jture Attempts 
through Davis's-Straits and Lumley's-Inlet 
were oJ no other ufe than clearly to dijco'lJer 
that rime and Labour w.ere thro'wll au'ay in 
fitch Expeditions, and that it could be Ollly 
pt.'.oJecuted with any Probability of Sl/ccejs 
ru;ithin the Limitsthpt he firfl aJJigned. r~ this3, 

a 2 f,ludfov. 



'Xx PRE F ACE. 
HuMon opened the Way byjinding the Straiil 
that bear his Name, and in traverJing that 
Bay i .. t which he loJi his Life. Sir Thomas 
Button, who followed him next, had a very 
right Notion of the Manner in which the 
Pall age was to be fought, though he has not 
fa clearly explained himfl!f as he ought to have 
done on that SubjeCl. Capt. Luke Fox has 
been pretty much cenJured; but notwitljland
ing this, he was certainly a very good Sea
",zan, tbough a very bad Writer; and his Ob,! 
fervatiom are much to the Point, and very 
clearly direCl, and that too upon the mofl 
rational Grounds, to tbe only Part of the 
Coajls of Hudfon's-Bay, where Time and 
Pains may hefpent to Purpofi. And as upon 
the Lights derived from the CompariJon of 
theft Voyages, and thoft that were a!fo let in 
hy Capt. Middleton's Informations before his 
Expedition, and the FaCls reported in his 
Account of his Expedition, the loft Voyage 
was undertaken; fa it bas clearly verijied every 
Point upon which the Reality of the Pa./fog~ 
depended, and has thereby given Certainty tr, 
our Hopes, though the iJ!ue of it did not al
together correfpond with our ExpeClations. 

ALL this it will befound isfully explained, 
f:lndjairly proved in the third Part, in whicb. 

. ., tbi 
oj' .: 
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the Arguments are hrieJly laid down, that 
tend to encourage another Undertaking [or the 
DiflQvery oj that PafJage; which there is .fo 
much Reafon to flelc, and.fo good Grounds to 

JIljJPoJe, may, notwithflanding Jo many DiJap
paintments, not be longJought in vain; and a~ 
the Reader will find in the Perufol of this 
Work, that it has been j1fil1y regretted we 
have no diJlinCl Account of thoJe honourable and 
worthy PerJons, who purely from public 
Spirit,fo long and Jo ajjiduouJly profocuted this 
D¢gn in the lafl Age, 'U'e havl, to prevent 
(lny Imputation 'oj the fome kind from Pojlm'. 
ty, Jubjoined a LiJl of the Subfcribers to the 
lafl Undertaking, and who are flill Jollicitous 
for the SucceJs of this glorious Work; which, 
notwithflanding the kind Encouragement given 
by the LegiJlature, and any other Advantages 
that may arife therefrom, mufl, in CaJe of 
SucceJs, be infinitely more beneficial to the 
Public than to themJelves. With the fame 
View this 'l'reatife has been written, It con
tains as concife and as compleat a ProJpeCl oj 
this whole Matter fi'om firfl to lajl in Point 
of Evidence, as well as Argument, as it was 
poJlible to colleCl j and as the coming at '['ruth, 
(lwi Jetting it. when come at in the cleard/ 
light, was the great Point at'med at, .fo if 
.".., it 
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,t has Imn accomplijhed in foch a Degree OJ 

that it ma.'Y turn to the Benefit of the Britiili 
Nation, it is all thot is wifhed or difired 
from it; and with this AJ1urance it is fob~' 
mitted to the Judgment, and recommended to 
the ProteClion of the cttndid Reader, who 
C(f1Inot but have lome Regard to the Painf 
lha~ ~av.~ Imn taken on his Behalf. 

A 
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THE 

FIRST PART: 
BEING AN 

INTRODUCTOR Y ACCOUNT of the 
feveral Expeditions, that have 
been made for the Difcovery of a 
NORTH-WEST PASSAGE; inclu
ding the mofl remarkable Circum
fiances that occur in all the Rela
tions extant of thofe l7oyages; 
and ./hewing more particularly 
how far thife Attempts contributed 
to the eflablifhing a Probability of 
fuch a PaiJage, which 'was the 
Foundation of the faft Underta
king for the fame Purpofe. 

T
· HAT glorious Spirit of DiCcovery, 

which, by promoting Navigation, 
and extending Commerce, has, 

within thefe lail: Two Hundred and Fifty 
B Years, 
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Years broucrht fucb immenfe Riches into , 0 

Europe, raifed J'cf naval Power efpecially 
to fo formidable a Height, and made her 
indifputably the Milhefs of the greater P:irt 
of the Globe, took Rife in the King., 
dom of Portugal, about the Entrance of the 
15th Century; and as all Beginnings are 
weak, made its earlieft Ella ys in thort. 
Voyages, along the Coafis of the great Con
tinent of Africa. But growing bolder by 
Degrees, and gathering both Courage and 
Experience from Succefs, the Portuglleze in 
J 419 difcovered Madeira; in 1448 the 
Ii1ands called Azores; in J 449 the Cape de 
f7erde Wands; and in 1486 the Cape of 
Good Hope; fo called from the Expectation 
it raifed of finding a Paff'age that Way to 
the Indies. It was the Fame of this Di'f
covery, which was made rather by Induftry 
and Perfeverance, than from any real 
Knowledge in Navigation, that put Columhus, 
who WJS a Man of great Learning as well 
as true Genius, upon thinking of a nobler 
and more intelligent Method, of purfuing 
the fame Defign, in which, after over
coming many, and thofe too great Difficul ... 
ties, he at length brought his Ddign to bear, 
~nd on the I Ith of 030<1', 1492 • entered 

upon 
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upon that Expedition, which produced the 
Difcovery of America. 

IT is a thing fufficiently known to the 
World, that he propofed this very Underta
king to our King Henry VII. by his Brother 
Bartholomew, which that wife Prince ac
cepted; tho' this was not known to Colum
hust till after he had made the Difcovery he 
propoCed. But notwithftanding this Dif
appointment, the Inclination that Monarch 
had fhewn for encouraging Things of this 
Nature, had fo good an Effect, that John 
Cabot, a Native of Venice, a very able Sea
man t and who had refided fome Years in 
England, was encouraged thereby to offer 
his Services to that King, for difcoveting a 
Pa1Tage to the Indies, by the North Weft .f 

and obtained Letters Patents, dated in the 
I I th Year of the Reign of King Henry VII. 
empowering. him to difcover unknown 
Lands, and to conquer, and fettle them, 
with many other Privileges, on Condition 
only that he fhould return with his Ships 
to the Port of BriJlol. 

- IN the Spring of the Year following being 
1497, he failed from BrijtoJ, with one Ship 
fitted Glut at the King's Expence, and three or 

. four fmallerVe1Tels freighted by the Merchants 
B 2 there, 
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there, with coarfe Caps, Cloth, La,e9; 
&c. upon his Difcovery; in which upon 
the 24th of June, about five in the 
Morning, he faw Land, which for that 
Reafon he called Prima ViJla, or firft 
1een, which was Part of Newfoundland, and 
:lfterwards another fmaller Wand, which he 
called St. John'S; and he brought Home 
with him three Savages, and a Cargo that 
turned to good Account; for which, be fides 
receiving the Honour of Knighthood, he 
was amply rewarded. As in this Voyage_ 
he failed as far as Cape Florida, he is very 
jufiIy looked upon as the fidl: Difcoverer of 
North America; and from thence, as Sir 
TVilliam MOl/jon obferves, our Princes derive 
their Claim to the Sovereignty of that 
Country, which they have fince profecuted 
with fo good Effect, both with Regard to 

I their own Glory, and to the Benefit of their 
Subjects. Thus we fee, that the Origin of 
our Plantations, and confequently of our 
extenfive Commerce, and naval Power, was 
owing to this Scheme of difcovering a Paf
fage, by the North Well, to the Indies. 
Whether this ought to recommend it in an 
extraordinary Degree to the Favour and 
Protection of the Public, muft be left to 

the 
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the Decifion of the Reader; and whether the 
continuing our Search fO!" this Patrage, may 
not hereafter be attended with very benefi
cial Confequences, excluGve of the great 
End fought, muil be left to Time to dif
cover; but at all Events, it mua be al.,
lowed, that this was no bad Beginning. 

THE little Knowledge, that our 'v" fiters 
in thefe Days had of this Subject, occaGons 

our having very dark, inconliil:ent, and 
confufed Accounts of the Defign of this Ex
pedition, "as well as of the Circumil:ances 
that attended it. Many of them afcribe it 
to Sebqftian Cabot, without mentioning his. 
Father at all ; and Ramt!fio, tho' he is other
wife a very accurate Author, has made ~ 
great many Miil:akes, in what he has de
livered upon this Head, tho' he fays he took 
it from a Letter of Sebqftian Cabot's. "Out' 
" Countryman, fop he, a l\-1an of t:r::at 
" Experience, and perfectly {killed in the 
" Art of Navigation, and the Sci~nce of 
"Cofmography, failed along, and beyond 
" the Coail: of New Frallce, in the Service 
" of Henry VII. of Eng/and, and he informs 
H me, that having failed a long Time, Weft 
" by North beyond thofe I11ands, into the 
:~ Lat. of 67°. 30'. upon the J Ith of 

B 3 ~' JUIle', 
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" June finding an 0pen Sea, without any 
" Impediment, he made no Doubt at all of 
" pailing this Way to Cntnia, which is in 
fC the Eall, and would have done it, if he 
"had not been prevented by a Mutiny a
ce mongll the Seamen, who forced him to 
" return Home." In the firll Place, Sebnf
lion Cabot was not a Venetian, but an 
Englijhman, born at Brijlol; and tho' it be 
true, that he went with his Father, yet he 
was then a Boy, and confequently could not 
have at that Ti~e any great Skill in Naviga
tion, but attained it afterwards. There is 
an Error in the Latitude of 10°. but how
ever it is plain from this Account, that the 
Voyage was made for the Difcovery of a 
North Wt:ll Pa{fage, which was the Reafon 
I produced it. 

BUT in a Letter written by Sebqjlian 
Cabot himfelf, to the Pope's Legate in 
Spain, he gives {!:ill a clearer Account of 
this Matter; for therein he fays, that it was 
from the Coniideration of the StruCture of 
the Globe, the Defign was formed of failing 
to the Indies, by a North We(l: Courfe. 
He obferves farther, that falling in with 
Land unexpeCtedly, (for he thought to have 
p1et with none till he had reached the 

Cadis 
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Coafis of 'Tartary) he failed along the Coafi 
to the Height of fifty-fix Degrees, and find
ing the Land there run Eafiward, he quitted 
the Attempt, and failed Southward. It is 
more than probable, that this Mifcarriage 
fo difcouraged Sebqjlian Cabot, who, as we 
obferved, was with his Father in this Expe
dition, that he thence forward renounced all 
Hopes of fucceeding in, and confequently 
all Thoughts of profecuting, this Ddign. 
It is very likely, that he had next fome 
Thoughts of a Paffage to the Indies by the 
South; for in the 8th of King Henry VIII. 
he made a Voyage to Brazil, and was foon 
~fter drawn over into the SpaniJh Service. 
While he refided there, he was employed 
by a Company of Merchants to conduct a 
Squadron through the new difcovered 
Straits of Magellan to the Eqjl Indies; but 
infiead of doing this, he entered the River 
if Plate, difcovered the Country on both 
Sides, follicited a Settlement to be made 
there, or in Paraguay, and remained in 
thofe Parts about five Years. The ill 
Ufage he met with from the SpaniJh Court, 
made him think of returning to England, 
which he accordingly d:d, and was here the 
principal Promoter of ft:veral Expeditions for 

B 4 di[~ 
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difcovering a North Eafl: Paffage; in whicl\ 
tho' he met with as little Succefs as his 
father had done, in fearching the North 
Weft, yet to thefe Attempts we owe ou~ 
RuJlia Trade, which has been of fuch high 
<:onfequence to the Nation, as alfo the 
Green/and Fithery, which for many Years, 
was carried on with very great Profit. 

I Twas neceffary to ment~on thefe Par .. 
ticulars, in Relation to the Life and 
Tranfactions of f;ebqftia7Z Cabot, for tWQ 
Rea[ons; firfl: to {hew that thefe Projects 
of difcovering North Eafl:, and North Weft 
Paffages, tho' they have been at~ended with 
fome Expence, and have neither of them as 
yet produced what was expected from them, 
yet have in their Confequences brought fo 
great Profits to the Eng/ijh Nation, that 
there is no Reafon we fhould be difcouraged 
from purfuing them fo long as any Hopes of 
Succefs remain. Secondly, becaufe from, 
this Account, we fee plainly the true Rea
fon why all Thoughts of a North Weft Paf~ 
fage were laid afiqe for near fourfcoreYears. 
For the greateft Part of this Time Sebqftia~ 
Cabot, Efq; in Q!ality of Governor of the 
RuiJia Company,' was the great Director, 
and almoft the fole Manager of all our Ex-

peditions. 
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peditions for Difcovery, as appears as well 
from the InftruCtions drawn by him. for 
the DireCtion of thofe who were employed 
to look for a North Eaft Paifage, as from 
feveral Charters, Commiffions, and other 
publi~ Inftruments, in which we find him 
mentioned with great Honour, and treated 
~s the Father and Founder of the EngliJh 
Navigation. It does not indeed appear, 
that he ever declared in exprefs Terms, a
gainft making any farther Searches to the 
North Weft; but as it is evident from ti1e 
Letter of his before mentioned, that he ab
[olutely defpaired of finding [uch a PaiEge. 
it may be fairly prefumed, that during his 
Life-time, and confidering the great In
fluence he had in Matters of this Nature, 
no Project for [uch a Difcovery would have 
met with any Encouragement; and there.,. 
fore we need not wonder, that even in 
that Age, when hardly a Year pafTed but 
[orne Defign or other, for promoting Com
merce and Navigation, was ret on foot, 
this remained as filent and unthought of, as 
if it never had been propofed; or a tingle un
fuccefsflll Attempt upon a Coaft never be
fore vifited, had been [ufficient to extinguilh 
~p I-iopes, and produce abfolute Defpair of 

1 doing 
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doing any Good in a matter of fuch Impor~ 
tance, the Confequences of which were fo 
well known to the enterprizing Navigators 

of thofe Times. 
BUT after his Deceafe Capt. Martin 

Frohijher, a very able Seamen, who for fif
teen Years had medit;ited his Defign, propo':' 
fed a Voyage for the Difcovery of the North 
Well:; and being countenanced by Amhrrije, 
Earl of Warwick, a Nobleman of great 
Credit with Q!!.een Elizaheth, he had fitted 
out two Barks, the Gahriel, and the Mi
chael, each of twenty-five Tons Burthen, 
and a Pinnace of ten Tons. He failed fi·om 

Blackwall, June 15, 1657, and when he 
had been about a Month at Sea, the Men 
in the Michael deferted him, returned 
Home, and reported that he was loft. The 
Captain hovlcver profecuted his Voyage, 
pafTed through a Strait between two Hlands. 
to which he gave his own Name. He ad
vanced in this Voyage, as high as the Lati
tude of 63°. 8'. and having had the Mis
fortude to Iofe five of his Men, whom he 
fet on Shore, he refolved to return to Eng
land, bringing with him a Savage whom he 
had taken Prifoner. He quitted the Hland 
where this Accident happened, on the 26th 

of 
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of Augufl; and on the I ft of OC/ooer he 
arrived fafely at rarmouth. Amongft other 
Curiofities which he brought back, there 
happened to be a Piece of black Stone. 
which as a Thing of no Value, was given to 
one of his Owners Wives, who threw it in 
the Fire, where becoming red-hot, it was 
afterwards quenched in Vinegar, and when 
cold, fome Sparks were obferved to glifter 
in it like Gold; upon this, Tryals were 
made, and the Refiners afferted, that it 
held Gold ; upon which Preparations were 
made for a fecond Voyage, of the Succefs of 
which there were very high Expectations. 

IN this fecond Voyage, Capt. Frobijher 
bad one of her Majefty's Ships, called the 
Aid of two Hundred Tons, and the two 
Barks Gabriel and Michael: He failed May 
3 I, 1577, and on the 16th of July,' dif
covered that Point of Land, which lay at 
the Entrance of Frobijher's-Straits, and to 
which he gave the Name of ff0een Elizabeth 
FDreland. It does not appear that he profe
cuted much Difcovery in this Voyage, but 
contented himfelf with taking on board 
about two Hundred Weight of the fup
pofed Gold Oar, which proved afterwards 
~Qod for nothing, made what Enquiry he 

could 
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could after his Men, but to no Purpofe~ 

(:arried off two Savages, a Man and a Wo
man, and on the 24th of Augufl failed for 
England, arriving on the 17th of September 
following, at Pa4flow in Cornwall, in the 
~een's Ship. The Barks being feparated 
in their Palfage, the Gabriel came to BriJ
tol, and the Michael, after failing round 
Scotland, came fafely to Yarmouth. Queen 
Elizabeth was fa well pleafed with the Ac-" 
count ihe received of this Expedition, that 
the encouraged a third, and beftowed upon' 
the Continent, now difcovered, the Name
of Meta incognita. 

THE Hopes that were entertained of thefe 
new Indies, already di(covered, as well as 
of a Palfage to the old, which was ac
counted almoft certain, had fuch an EffeCt, 
that a Squadron of fifteen Sail was ordered 
out the next" Year, a Colony of one Hun
dred and Twenty Per(ons was to be left be. 
hind, and three Ships ftationed on the Coaft; 
the Queen likewife to honour the Captain 
the more, made him a Prc(ent of a Gold 
Chain. He failed from Harwich, May 
3 r, 1578, arrived on the Coafts of his new 
djfcovered Country, where they met with 
a Storm, in which the Ship was funk, that 

had 
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had the Materials for their Houfe on board; 
fo that they made no Settlement, nor were 
they able to find FrobiJher's-Straits, or the 
Gold Mine; but after much Toil to very· 
little Purpofe, returned to England, in the 
latter End of September. It is faid, that 
Capt. FrQbijher perfifl:ed in his Opinion 
of a Paffage, for the Difcovery of which 
however he never made any other Voyage. 
He commanded the 'Triumph in the famous 
Sea Fight with the SpaniJh Armada in 1588, 
and behaved fo well, that he obtained the 
Honour of Knighthood; and fix Years af~ 
terwards, receiving a Wound, at the taking' 
of BreJl, died of it, through the Want of 
Skill in his Surgeon, foon after his Return 
to Plymouth. 

IT is very jufl:ly obferved by Capt. Fox, 
that from the Accounts we have of thefe 
three Voyages, it looks as if they had a 
mind to keep this Gold Country to them
felves; for except the Latitude of the En
trance of Frobijher's Straits, they have fet 
down none; and as to Meta incognito, it i~ 
now very well known to be Groen/and. 
Mr. Egede, who has given us the beft Ac
count of that Country extant, fpeaks thus 
of thefe Difcoveries. 'In all Sea Charts, 

- ~ fay~ 
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• fays he, you will find laid down FrolJifhtrfi~ 
C Strait and Baer .. S~und, which they pre .. 
• tend form two large Iflands, adjacent to 
• the Main Land, which I think are not to 
• be found, at leall: not upon the Coaft of 
• Groen/and; for I could not meet with 
• any thing like it, in the Voyage.! under ... 
• took in the Year 1723, Southward, going 
• upon Difcoveries, tho' I went as far as to 
• 60°, that Way. But at prefent, the newer 
4 Charts by them down the N Llrthern Strait 
~ in 63°. and the Southern in 62°,' 
• IT feems not altogether improbable; that 

'Probijher's Strait and If1.md, which he 
called Q!..een Elizabeth's, Foreland (for an 
Ifiand he afterwards found it to bt) lay on 
the Eafi Side of Groenland, aI1d perhaps not 
in fo high a Latitude as is fet down in his 
Account; be fides fome other Reafons for 
faying this, which would take up too much 
Time to report here, the following Patfage, 
from Mr. Egede's Book, may poffibly in ... 
dine the Reader to the fame Opinion. 

• IN my Expedition UpO:l Difcoveries, I 
• found on a little Ifland, where we touched. 
C fome yellow Sand, mixed with fome Si
c Dople Red, or VermiIlion Strokes, of which 
~ I fent a ~antity over to the Directors of 

~ ~he 
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'the Groenland Company at Bergen, to 
, make a Trial of it: Upon which they 
, wrote me an Anfwer, that I thould endea
, vour to get as much as I could of the fame 
, Sand; but to theirs as . well as my own 
, Difappointment, I never was able to find 
'this Ifland again, where I had got this 
, Sand, as it was but a very fmall and in
, fignificant one, fituated among a great 
c many others; and the Mark I had taken 
, care to put up, was by the Wind blown 
'down. Neverthelefs, there has been 
, enough of the fame Stuff found up and 
'down in the Country; which when it is 
'burnt, changes it's former Colour for a 
C reddilh Hue, which it likewife does if you 
, keep it a while lhut up clofe. Whether 
• or no this be of the fame Sort of Sand, as 
• that of which Sir Martin Frobifoer is faid 
C to· have brought fome Hundred Tuns to 
( England, and was pretended to contain 
( a great deal of Gold, and of which fome 
, of the Danijh Groen/and Company's Ships 
• returned freighted to Copenhagen, in the 
( Year 1636, is a ~ftion which I have no 
, mind to decide. However, thus much I 
'can fay, that by the fmall Experience. I 
, have acquired in the Art of Chymiftry, I 
, - .. • have 

~ 
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, have tried both by Extraction and Pred..i 
, pitation, if it would yield any Thing, but 
'always loll: my Labour. After all, I de~ 
,clare I never could find any other Sort of 
'Smd, that contained either Gold or Silver/, 
In another Part of his Book, he quell:ions 
the Truth of Frobijher's Account of the 
Country, and feetns to flight the Gold Sand 
th:1t he carried from thence; notwithll:and~ 
iog which, he owns, that a certain Danijh 
Commander, in the Year 1636, brought 
home two Ship Loads of this Sand out of 
Davis's-Straits, at the Charge of the High 
Chancellor of Denmark; which, upon tryai 
by the Goldfmiths at Copmhagen, was pro~. 

nounced to be mere Sand and of no Value~ 
and as fuch thrown into the Sea; the Shame 
of which broke the poor Captain's Heart. 
But after his Deceafe, a fmall Parcel, which 
the Chancellor had kept. fell into the Hands 
of an abler Workman, who extracted good 
Gold from it, and that too in a confiderable 
Quantity.' Sir Martin Frobijher's {hining 
Sand had not this good Fortune, which was 
fame Prejudice to the Progrefs of this De
iign, of finding a North Weft Paffage. 

IN Frobijher's fecond Voyage, the Gabriel 
was commanded by one Mr. Ed'1oard'ren

ton, 
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ton, a Gentleman of a good Family, and a 
great Favourite of the Earl of TForzvieR-'s. 
In the third Expedition, Capt. Fent01l 
commanded the Juditb, and was Rear Ad
miral of the Fleet. He had fo good an Opi
nion of the Enterprize, that when he was 
fent on an Expedition to the Eqft Indies, he 
procured an Article to be inferted in his In
fiructions, which were dated April 9, 1582, 
directing him to endeavour the Difcovery of 
the North Weil: PafTage from the South 
Sea; but the real Defign of that Voyage 
being to cruize againft the Spaniards, he 
failed to the Coall: of Brazil, where he met 
with a Squadron of theirs, which he de
feated, and foon after returned home, with
out proceeding any farther, tho' Sir William 
.l'do'!fon fays, one of his Ships proceeded 
and actually pafTed the Straits of Motgellan. 

AMONGST others who were embarked 
in Mr. Fenton's Defign, there was one Mr. 
John DarJis, a very fenfible 1\-1an, and an 
able Navigator, and who being a warm Ad
vocate for the Probability of a N orth Weft 
Pai1age, a Company of Merchants of Lon
don, and of the Well: Country, with the Af
fiil:ance of fome Perfons of Diftinction, em
ployed him on the Di[covery, and equipped 

C two 
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two Barks, the one called Tbe Sunfhine, of 
Fifty Tons; the other The Moonjhine, of 
Thirty-five Tons. He failed from Dart
mOllth, June 7. 1585 ; and on the 20th of 
July following, he difcovered, near the En
trance of thole Straits that bear his Name, 
that Land to which he gave the Name of 
DeJolatioll. On the 29th of the [arne Month, 
they faw Land again, in the Latitude of 
64-o . 15'. and there he went aihore, and 
converfed with the Natives, whom he 
found a very civil, traCtable, and hond!' 
Pwple.· On the 6th of AuguJl, he found 
himfelf in the Latitude of 66°. 40'. in an 
open Sea; he anchored in a fine Bay,. near 
a noble Mountain, the Cliffs of which were 
of the Colour of Gold, to which he gave 
the Name of MOllnt Raleigh; he called the 
RO:lu, 'Totlle/s; the North Foreland, Dre.r's
Cape; and the South Foreland, Cape "Val. 

Jillgball1. On the 1 I th of the fame Month, 
he g:lve the Name of the Cape of God's 
},[ercy, to th:: Southermofl: Point of Land~ 
~'.[}d then entered a Elir Strait, thro' which 
he failed lixty Leaglles, N. N. W. with 
I n.1Ods in tbe middle, but ~ fair Paifage on 
both Sides; he m:t with Signs of People 
upon the Shore, anJ found the Tide flow 

fix 
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fix or {even Fathom, but could not find 
from wt:e;l~';; it came. On the 21ft, he 
failed for England, and on the 30th of Sep
tember he arrived at rarmouth. He feems 
to have been the fidl: that examined the 
Weft Side of Groen/and, on which he failed 
to the Height of 64°. 15'. and on the other 
Side, he difcovered from the Height of 
66°.40'. and returned Home fafely. 

T HIS Expedition gained Capt. Davis 
fa much Credit, that he was fent out again 
with four Ships, the Mermaid, of One 
Hundred Tons, the SunJhine, the Moon
fhine, and the North Star, of Ten Tons. 
He failed from Dartmouth, May 7, 1586, 
and on the 15th of June difcovered Land 
in the Latitude of 60°. North, and in the 
Longitude of 47Q. Weft from London; but 
being hind:::;"" from approaching it by Ice, 
he was conftrained to bear away to the Lat. 
of 57°. in order to double it, and recover 
an open Sea, which he did. On the 29th 
of the fame Month, he again difcovered 
Land in the Latitude of 64°. and in the 
Longitude of 580. 30'. Weft from London, 
where he went on Shore, and traded with 
the Natives, of whom he gives a large Ac
count, very little different from what the 

Reader 
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Reader will meet with in fame of the en':' 
fuing Pages. He found this to be broken 
Land with great Sounds and Inlets. About 
the middle of july he rent Home the 
Jt,fermaid, and continued his Expedition in the 
MoonJhine. On the 1ft of Augufl he dif~ 

covered Land in the Latitude of 66 0
• 33'. and 

in the Longitude of 700. Weft from London 
he h'lW many Inlets, but attempted none; 
and on the 19th of the [arne Month, he be~ 
gan to return Home, and arrived fafely in 
England in the Beginning of October; [0 

that in this fecond Voyage, he did not fo 
much as in the firft; which, perhaps, 
might be owing to his having the Com~ 
mand of a Squadron. 

ON his Return he wrote a Letter to Mr. 
Sander.foll, who was Treafurer of the Com~ 
pany j in which he affirmed, that he had 
brought the PaITage to a Certainty, and that 
it mull: be in one of four Places, that he 
had remarked, or not at all; adding, that 
farther Difcoveries might be made without 
more Expence, fuppofing that the Fjihery 
would more than defray it. In ExpeCl:ation 
of this, he was fitted out a third Time, ha~ 
"ing with him the SunJhine, the Eliztt~ 
1;-0) of DartlJloZltb, and the Ellen of Lon~ 

don. 
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don. He failed from Dartmouth on the 
19th of May; on the 14th of June they 
diCcovered Land, and on the 16th they an
chored in a Ha.rbour, where they traded 
with the People. On the 30th of the fame 
Mohth he was in the Latitude of 72c. 12'. 
pn the Wefi Side of GroOllm:d; he called 
the moil: Northern Point of the Land he 
faw Hope Sanderflll; he then ran Wefi" 
ward 40 Leagues and better, without any 
Sight of Land. On the '7th of July he 
had Sight of Mount Raleigh: On the 23d 
he anchored in the Bottom of the Gulph, 
and called the Wands there Cumb<'rland
ijla71ds: On the 26th he met with a great 
Storm, and on the 30th he difcovered that 
which he called Lumley's-Inlet, between 
62°. and 63". He returned toDartmouth the 
J 5th of September; and in a Letter that he 
wrote to Mr. IlanderJon, he maintains the 
Probability of a PafTage through the Strait 
that bears his Name; and in this Opinioll 
he continued all his Life, as Sir Tril/iam 
Jl4on/im informs us, who tho' he had no 
Opinion of the PafTage himfelf, yet he al
lows that Capt. Davis's Arguments in its 

favour were very plaufible. 
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AFTER this third Voyage of Capt~ 

Davis, Expeditions for the Difcovery of a 
North Weft Paifage were for fame Years 
fufpended; but ftill the Opinion, that fuch 
a Paifage might. and fome Time or other 
would, be found, continued and kept up 
its Credit; and Sir Humphry Gilbert, a very 
gallant, and learned Gentleman, H.:t!f-Bro
ther to the ever memorable Sir Walter Ra
leigh, wrote a very curious, and for thofe 
Times, a very judicious Difcourfe upon this 
SubjeCt. and procured a Patent for fettling 
the Weft Part of America, with a View, in 
all Probability, to this Difcovery. Some 
other P,'pers of the like Purport were 
wrote about the fame Time; and from the 
Authorities mentioned in them, it very 
clearly appears, that the Notion of a North 
Weft P,dfdge was at this Time general, 
among the ableft Cofmographers, and moil: 
intelligc ot Seamen in Spain, Portugal and 
Italy; not to mention the pofitive A{furances 
given by fome, that Ships had aCtually re
turned from the Eajl-lndies through this 
Paifage. To give a diftioCt aod particular 
Account of thefe Matters would require a 
Volume; and therefore it may be fufficient 
for our Purpofe, to give a fingle Inftance, 

as 
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~s indeed it is a very fingular one, of the 
Credit of this Opinion, amongfl: Men of 
the bell Judgments, who were employed 
in the Eafl-Indies. 

CAP T. 'James Lanca/ler, who was 
rent in the Spring of the Year 1600, with 
four large Ships into thofe Parts, being the 
fidl: Fleet ever fent thither by an Englijb 
Eq/l India Company; in his Return Home 
on board the Dragon, met with a Storm 
off the Cape of Good Hope, in which his 
Ship lolt her Rudder, and was otherwi{c 
dlmaged, infomuch thlt he was perfua
ded to go on board the Hh'lor, another of 
the Company's Ships, for his Security. But 
that brave and vigilant Officer, believing his 
Prefence might contribute more than any 
thing elle to the Prefervation of the Ship 
he was in, refufed to quit her, contenting 
himfelf with writing a {hort Letter to the 
Company, wherein he told them, they 
might be fure he would do his utmolt to 
Lwe the Ship and C3rgo, by his venturing 
his own Lif:, and the LiveS of thofe who 
were with him; adding this remarkable 
Pollcript, in the midlt of his Confufion, 
~be PaJlage to the Ealt· Indies lies in 62°. 
30 '. by tbe North Weft, Oil tbe American 

C 4 Side. 
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Side. One may from hence infer, that this 
Gentleman, who for his great Condua,Cou .. 
rage and Integrity, was afterwards knighted, 
looked upon this as a Thing of great Cere 
tainty, as well as great Confequence; other .. 
wife hI! would not have given it Place in 
fuch a Letter, at fuch a Time, and under 
fuch Circumfiallccs. It is not at all impro. 
bable, that it might be in Purfuance of the 
Company's Infiruftions' ; for whoever can. 
fiders it maturely, will be of Opinion, that 
fuch a Difcovery imported no Body of Men 
in this Nation more than the Ea}t-India 
Company. 

THE Confideration of all thefe Circum
fiances together, very pollibly with this 
Paffage in Captain Lancafler's Letter, which 
made a great Noife at that Time, induced 
the RujJza and Turkey Companies, about fif. 
teen Years after the Return of Capta~n 
Davis from his Iafi Voyage, to refolve upon 
fending two Veffels in Search once more of 
the North Wefi Paffage. Thefe were com
manded by Capt. George Weymouth, a ve;y 
able Officer and ikilful Seaman; he failed 
on the 2d of May, 1602, in the Difcovery 
of feventy Tons, in Company with the 
Gr,,~,~t:,ed of bty Tons, commanded by 

Mr. 
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Mr. John Drew. On the 4t;; of 'j':lle he 
had fight of the Orkneys ; on the 28th he 
was in the Latitude of 62°. 30'. when he 
defcryed Warwick's Foreland, and fianding 
along the Coaft, faw great Reafon to believe 
that it was an Wand; and fuppofing it [0 to 
be, he concluded, that Lumley's-Inlet, and 
the next Southern Inlet muft of Neceffity 
be one Sea; and as there is a great Current 
there, fetting to the Weft, he thence 'in
ferred there might be reafonable Hopes of a 
Pa1fage. He farther obferved, that the 
Land of America was all broken. On the 
19th of July his Men mutinied, and took a 
Refolution to return to Eug/mzd, for Reafom 
which they gave him, offering at the fame 
Time, if with the Benefit of a North Weft 
Wind, which they then had, he would en
deavour a Difcovery in 60°. or 57°. they 
were willing to run any Hazard with him; 
from whence Capt. Fox infers, that he had 
forne on board, who were wifer than him
[elf; but being in the Latitude of 68°. 53'. 
(as he fays) the Men abfolutely refufed to 
proceed. On the 26th, he reckoned him
[elf in the Entrance of an Inlet at 61°. 40'. 
into which Inlet he affirms, that he failed 
I!JO Leagues, Weft by South, that it wa~ 

forty 
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forty Leagues broad, very little incommoded 
with Ice, and a Pllirage with more Proba
bility to be expected there than in Davis's
Straits; but as the Year was far [pent, and 
many of his Men in both Ships fick, he 
thought fit to return to Eng/and, and arrived 
fafely at Dartmouth on the 5th of Augtfft. 
It is Capt. Fox's Opinion, that from the 
Lights afforded by Davis, and Weym(jutb, 
Hu4fon was principally guided in his Dif
covery. 

WE come next to [peak of this great but 
unfortunate Seaman, who in Point of Skill 
was inferior to few, in regard to Courage 
[urpaffed by none, and in Point of Indufiry 
and Labour hardly equalled by any. He 
was taken into the Service of a Company of 
very eminent Merchants, who were bent on 
making a Difcovery of a thorter Paffage to 
the Eafl-Indies, whether by the North, the 
North Baft, or the North Weft; and in 
their Service he fearched for everyone of 
thefe; neither does it appear from any of 
the Accounts now extant, that any Compa
ny were ever at [0 great an Expence, per
tified [0 long, or did fa much, towards 
de~ring up this Point, as the Company by 
whIch Hudfln was employed; and yet it 

I does 
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does not appear, that they had any parti
cular or private Views; but took all this 
Pains for the Sake of thofe Advantages that 
mufl: have refulted !o the Public, in Cafe 
their Endeavours had fucceeded. It is 
juftly to be regretted that the Names of 
thefe generous Perfons, have not been pre
ferved to Poflerity ; but that all we know 
of them is, that they were certain Worfhip
ful Merchants of LON DON; at that Time, 
no doubt, and long after, when Purcbas 
made his Collection, it was a Thing fo well 
known, that publilhing it feemed to be unne
ce{fary, from whence it unluckily happens, 
that what was overlooked then, muO: remain 
in perpetual Oblivion to fucceeding Times. 

TH E firfl: Voyage Capt. Hudfon made, in 
the Service of this Society, was to diicover 
a Paifage to the Eqfl-Illrlies, by failing di
rectly North, in which he did not fpend 
quite five Months, departing from Gravefend, 
the Iil: of May, 1607, and returning thither 
again the 15th of September the Llme 
Year. In this Voyage there are feverai 
Things very remarka ble: On the 13th of 
June they faw Land; which [eems to have 
been Part of the EaO: Coafl of Groen/and: 
On the 2 I 0: of the fame Month they faw 

Land 
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Land again, in the Latitude of 73°. to whic& 
they gave the Name of Hold with Hope, and 
there they found the Weather temperate 
and pleafant j whereas in 63°. they were 
pinched with fevere Cold: On the 27th 
they were in the Latitude of 78°. where 
they found tht: Weather alfo temperate, or 
rather warm; but on the zd of Jul)" tho' 
they were in the fame Latitude, the Wea. 
ther was very cold; on the 8th of July, be
ing in the Latitude of 78°. they had calm 
Weather, an open Sea, and a great Quan
tity of Dli;,-Wood; they obferved that an 
Azure or Blue Sea was generally incommo
ded with Ice; but the green Sea open: On 
the 14th of JU0', Capt. Hudfon fent his 
Mate and his Boatfwain on fl10re, in the 
Latitude of 80°. 23' being then on the Coan: 
of Spitzhergol or Greenland; they found 
the Track of Beafis, faw fome Water-Fowl, 
and met with a Stream or two of frelli 
Water, of which they drank heartily, the 
VVeather being hot; and obferving the Sun 
~t Midnight, they found his Body 10°. 40" 
above the Horizon. He continued to ad
vance to near the Latitude of 82°. and 
would have proceeded farther, but was hin~ 
dered by the Ice; he afterwards made an 

Attempt 
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attempt to fail round Groen/and by the North 
Weft; and fo to have returned home thro' 
Da'Vis's-Straits, but found that likewife 
impraCticable. 

UPON his Return, he was employed again 
to difcover a North Eall: Paffage; he faIled 
April 22, 160\ and returned again on the 
26th of A/{gl~/l the fame Year; he fir11 
tried to pafs between Spitzbergen and 
No'Va-Zcmbfa, but was hindered by the 
Ice; he then coailed along the latter, and 
found the Country tolerably pleafant; nor 
was he without fome Hopes of finding ano" 
ther Pafi:lge, than by that called the Straits 
of Weygatz; but failing in this alfo, he 
bore away from thence to make Trial of the 
North Weft Paffage, by entering Lumley's" 
Inlet; but finding it impoffible to arrive 
there in Time, he laid afide that Defign, 
and made the beft of his Way home. III 
1609. he went again in fearch of the North 
Eail Paffage, and having examined the 
Coaft of Nova-Zemb!a to no Purpofe, he 
bore away fo; Newfoundland, where he 
traded fome time Yv'ith the Savages, and 
from thence proceeded to Firgin:oa. One 
may reafonably fuppofe, that he did this 
with Defign to letTen the Expences of the 
- I Voyage, 
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Voyage, that the Company might not be 
tired with bearing continual LoKes, without 
meeting any Succefs; and upon his return 
from hence, it was, that he undertook his 
Iafr, and fatal Voyage, exprefly for dif
covering a Paifage by the North Weft. 

H E failed from B!ackwall, April 17; 
16 10, and plying down the River with the 
Lee, he took an Opportunity there of rid
ing himfelf of one Mr. Colebl/me, a very able 
and !kitful Seaman, whom his Owners had 
put on board him as his Affifrant, by fend
ing him back to London in a Pink, with a 
Letter, in which no doubt, he gave the beft 
Colour he could to this il:range Proceeding; 
which proved an unlucky Precedent, for 
the fending him out of the Ship in a much 
worfe Place. In the latter end of May, he 
reached the Jt1and of Iceland, and put into 
a Harbour in the North Eaft Part of it, 
where he was kindly entertained; yet here 
fome Difputes arofe amongfl: his Crew, 
which with fome Difficulty he pacified. 
On the firll: of June he failed from Iceland; 
on the 9th of tl~e fame 1"10nth he took him
fdf to be: off FrobiJ!.'cr's Straits; on the 15th 
he faw Land, which Capt. D.nis called 
Dc/oldtioJl; on the 24th he began to enter 

into 
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into thofe Straits which have fince borne his 
Name. On the 8th of July, being in the 
Height of 60°. he gave the Name of De
fire-Provoked, to the Land he faw on the 
South Side of the Strait; on the 11th he 
was amongil: fame Iflands, to which he 
gave the Name of the ijles of God's Mercy; 
found the Tide flow higher than four Fa
thoms, the Flood coming from the North. 
High Water at Eight of the Clock on the 
Change of the Moon, in the Latitude of 
62°. 9'. On the 3d of Augujl, he pafTed 
through the Straits, obferving that the Tide 
came from the North, flowing from the 
Shore five Fathoms; the Cape at the PafTage 
out on the Eail: Side, he called Cape 
Wo!jlenholme; and that on the South Weil: 
Shore, Cape Diggs; he failed down to the 
Bottom of the Bay, and very carefully 
fearched the Weil: Side, in which he fpent 
the Time, till towards the Begirllling of Sep
tember, when he removed Robert Ivett, Lis 
Mate, for his mutinous Behaviour: During 
the whole Voyage,he frill continued fearching 
the Bay, probably with an Intent to find out 
a fit Place to winter in ; -and the beginning 
of November, he found a Place in [he South 
'Weft Pdft, which he judged moil: proper 

for 
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for his Purpo(e; and there he cauf:::d the 
Veffd to be hauled alhore. As he was 
viCtualled at his coming from El7gland, for 
fix Months onfy, and had been out now full 
that Time, it may be prefumed that they 
underwent great Hardlhips, in which, how
ever, it is fufficiently evident that he {bared 
with them. In the Beginning of the en
fuing Spring, after making:l ihort Trip in 
a Shallop for nine Days, to try whether he 
could meet with any Savages, who would 
furnilh him with Provifions, and being dif. 
appointed, he returned, and getting the 
Ship ready, prepared to fail for England, di. 
fiributing the Bread amongil: thofe People 
that were on board, and with it a Certifi
cate to entitle them to their Wages, in 
-:-afe of his Demife; at which time he wept 
out of Pity for their Hardihips. 

BUT it feems the Gentlenefs of Hudfon's 
Temper had no kind of EffeCt upon thofe 
with whom he had to deal; for one Henry 
Green, a profligate young Man, whom he 
had taken into his Haufe, and preferved 
from Ruin, bringing him on board without 
the knowledge of his Owners, conCpired with 
Robert Ivett, the Mate whom Capt. HuJdan 
had difplaced, and when they were ready to 

fail, 
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fail, turned the Captain, with his Son John 
Hudfln, a Youth ~ Mr. WiJrrd!:(ouft, a Gen
tleman fiudious in the Mathematicks, who 
was a Volunteer in this Voyage, with the 
Carpenter and five more into the Shallop, 
with little or no Provilions, and hardly any 
Arms, and moil: barbaroufly abandoned them 
in that wretched Place, where they were af
terwards either fiarved to death, or murdered 
by the Savages. The Crew fuffered all the 
Hardiliips they deferved in their Return; 
for in a Quarrel that they had with the 
Savages, Green and two of h'is Companions 
were killed; Robert Ivett, who had made 
{everal Voyages with HptijOn, and was the 
original Author of all this Mifchief, died in 
the Paffage home; and the reil: with infinite 
Difficulty came firft to Ireland, and at 
kngth to England. Abbacuc Pricket, who 
was one of them, and wrote all the Ac
count we have of the: latter Part of the 
Voyage, was a Servant to Sir Dudley Diggs, 
and probably by his Intereil: efcaped Pu
Jliiliment. Capt. Fox [ufpeCted, and with 
good Reafon, that he was as deep in this 
black AfLlir as any of them; but at his Re
turn, he aff'ated, that the Ship being u
jr~>und at Diggs'S-IJlOlzd, in the Latitude 
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of 62°.44'. a great Flood from the Well fet 
them afloat, which gave fuch. Hopes of a 
Paffage, that the Company immediately re
folved to make another Trial, in Hopes, 
perhaps, of faving Capt. Hudfln, in cafe he 
furvived. 

THE Perfon that was made choice of to 
conduct this new Expedition, was Capt. 
<Thomas Button, a Gentleman at that Time 
in the Service of Prince Henry, an able Sea
man, a very knowing Man in other Things, 
and who was afterwards knighted, for Ser
vices rendered to the Crown. He had two 
Ve1Tels, the one called the Rifolution, in 
which himfelf faile4i ; and the other the
DiJcowr)·, commanded by Capt. Ingram; 
they were viCtualled for eighteen Months, 
failed in the beginning of May, 16 I 2, and 
entered Hudfln's-Straits on the South of RI!
folution, where for fome Time they were 
fall among the Ice: He then failed to 
Diggs's-ljIand, where he frayed about a 
Week,and in that Time fitted out a Pinacej; 
which he brought from 'England in Pieces. l 

Sailing then Wdl:warn, he difcovered the· 
Land, which be called Cary-Swan's-Nd/; 
from thence proceedil~g Southward of .the .. 
'~Vc(t, h~ Edl in with Land, in the La- ~ 
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titude of 60°.40'. to which he gave the 
Name of Hopes Checked. They met there 
with a great Storm, which drove him South
ward, and confirained him to look for a 
Harbour, in which he might repair the 
Damage he had fuftained ; and on the 15th 
of Augufl he put into a Creek, on the North 
Side of that River, which he called Port
Ne!fon, from the Name of the Maf
ter of his Ship. whom he buried there; and 
here he refolved to Winter; in order to 
which, he put his fmaller Ship foremoft. 
and then the Refllutiol1, fortifying both with 
a Barricade, compofed of Piles, made of 
Firr, and firengthened with Earth, in order 
to defend them ii-om Snow, Ice, Rain, or 
Floods. He wintered on Board his Ship, 
in which he kept three Fires; and tho' there 
is no doubt that he took all the Care he could 
of his People; he notwithilanding loll: 
many of them, and was himfelf much in
difpofed for the firlt three or four Months of 
the Winter, which was very tharp. 

I T is much to be regretted that we have 
no diflinCt, regular, or complete Journal of 
this Voyage; tho' it is certain, that Sir rho
mas Button kept a very exaCt Journal; an 
AbftraCl: of Part of which, communicated to 

D 2 him 



36 tbe feveral Expeditions to 
him by Sir 'Iholl1as Roe, is printed by Capt •. 
Fox; but having exceeding lhong H~pes of 
a PalTage, and being very defirous to keep 
the Honour of the Difcovery tohimfelf, Sir 
Thomas was very indufirious to conceal. 
what certainly ought to have been made 
publick. All we know of the firft Part of 
his Voyage is ~olleCted (rom different Ac
counts, and thQfe written by feveral Hands, 
and it is from thefe we learn that the River, 
notwithfianding the Rigour of t~e Seafon, 
was not entirely frozen till the 16th of Fe-. 
bruary, which was owing to the Winds 
changing frequently, fo that they had fome
times warm thawing Days, as well as others 
that were piercing cold. They were not; 
much difirdfed for Provifions, fince it is af
hrmed, that in the Space of the Winter, 
they killed no lefs than eighteen hundred 
Dozen of Partridges and other Fowl, which 
affords us an Opportunity of faying fomewhat 
concerning the Birds of this Country, that 
may prove both entertaining and inftruCtivc. 
to the Reader. ' 

T H ~ brown and fpotted Heathcock, which. 
continues all the Year in the Countries about' 
lIutlfon's-Ba)·, is fomewhat bigger than an 
F-!Iglijh Partridge, longer bodied, and has a 

longer-
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longer Tail in proportion. The Bill is black, 
covered with brown Feathers; the Skin a
bove the Eye red; the top of the Head, the 
upper part of the Neck, and down the Back 
covered with Feathers of a dark brown, mixed 
with a dull orange and afh Colour; the 
Tail is of a dark brown, the Throat under 
the Bill of a yellowifh white, the Neck 
and Breail: of a dull Orange, with Spots in 
the Form of Half-Moons of black; the 
Breail: and under the Body of the Bird to 
the Tail white clouded with cream Colour, 
fpotted with black Half-Moons; the Legs from 
the Knee-joint down to the Feet covered 
with a kind of hairy Feathers of a brown 
Colour, intermixed with black; the Feet 
of a reddilh brown; and three Toes for
ward having Claws pretty long and black; 
thefe Toes are jagged, but the hinder Toes 
are (mooth on the fides. It is remarkable, 
that thefe Birds .are Inhabita'nts of the low 
Country in thofe Parts, tho' the fame Spe
cies with us are only found in very high 
Lands) and on the Tops of Mountains. 

TH E 'tt'f;ite P{lrtricige is of a middle Size, 
between Ol)r common Partridge and the 
Phea[ant, fhaped very much like the for
mer, except that its Tail is fomewhat longer. 
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In the Summer Seafon thefe Birds are mom,. 
brown, but in the Winter they become 
perfeCtly white, except the outward Fea
th~rs of the Tail, which are black tipped 
with white. In that fevere Seafon they re
pofe themftlves in the Snow all Night, and 
in the Morning By direCltly up wfhake off 
the Snow. In the middle of the Day they 
fun themfelves, and feed only in the Morn
ings and Evenings. They breed and con-' 
tin ue in thofe Parts all the Year, w bich is a 
great Relief to fuch as inhabit that Country. 
But after all, as the ingenious and accurate 
Mr. Edwards obferves, this Bird is not pro
perly a Partridge, but of that kind which we 
call the Heath Game, and is common to 
America and Europe, being found in the 
Mount"insof Italy, Switzerland, Spain, esc. 
but no where in fuch Plenty as in the Re. 
gions gbout Hudfon's-Bay. 

T H F Pelican is alfo common in this 
Connt!", which is fomewhat bigger than a 
large tame Goofe; the upper Mandible of 
the Bill is narrower in the middle than at ei
ther End, and is received into the lower, 
except towards the Point, which widens and 
receives the lower into it; the Point is red, 
but the upper and under Part towards the 
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H~ad, are of a yellow Colour; the Pouch 
when dry, refembles an Ox's Bladder blown, 

. and is prodigioufly large while the Creature 
is living; the H.eacl and Neck are covered 
with white Fea~hers, -the Body of a dirty 
a{h Colour, the Q!iIls of the Wings are 
black, all the underPart is of a dark alh Co;' 
lour, the Legs are {hort, with four Toes, 
webbed together, the middle Toe is longer 
than the Leg, and both the Legs and Feet 
are of a dirty yellow, mixed with green; the 
Claws are d_ark. Thefe Birds live chiefly 
upon Filh, and are thought to inhabit moil: 
Parts of the Globe; at leaa, it is certain that 
they are common here, and in the Northern 

Parts. of RujJia; .they likewife abound in 
Egypt, and are fometimes found near the Cape 
if GMd Hope, VVfJere they are of a much 
larger-Size; ~me that was publickly lhewn 
bere, and brought from thence, being twice 
as big as a large S~vl)il, and the Pouch under 
the Bill [0 large, that his Keeper with great 

eafe put his Head into it. . 
THERJi: ardikewife in this Country fome 

very curious Birds, with· refp~d to .. their 
Size and Strength ( fuch as White ''Iaild 
Eagks, ab.out the Bigne[s of a Turkey-Cock~ 
flat crowned, !hort necked, full breafred, 
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with brawny Thighs, and having very long 
and broad Wings, in proportion to it's Body, 
but darker on the Back, and lighter on the 
Sides; the Breail: {potted with white, the 
Quills of the Wings black, the Tail when 
elofed white, both above and below, except 
the very Tip of the Feathers, which are 
black or brown, the Thighs covered with 
dark brown Feathers, thro' which, in {orne 
Places, a white Down appears, the Legs to 
the very Feet covered with foft Feathers of 
a reddi!h brown; it has four Toes on each 
Foot, very thick and il:rong, ilanding three 
forward and one backward, covered with yel
low Scales, and arqled with very ilrong 
Claws, of a !hining black, with very {harp 
Points; there are betides thefe, feveral kinds 
of Falcons or Hawks, and other Birds of 
prey. The great Hornet! Owl is alfo com
mon in this Country, which is a very tin
gular Bird, with a Head very little inferipr 
in Size to that of a Cat. and what are called 
the Borns, compofed of Feathers, ri4ng juil: 
above the' Bill, intermixed at the Bottom 
with white, beco~ing of a red brown by De:
grees, and tipped with black. . The great 
IVhite Owl, of a brigh'i !hining Coldur, {o as 
{c,:arce to be diil:inguilhed from (he Snow~ 

is 
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~s common here likewife, and continues the 
whole Year through in this CountrY2 where it 
is frequently feen- flying by Day, and preys 
upon the white Partridge. 

Tn ERE are alfo fome Beafis, that 
are fin gular enough, and are generallyef
teemed peculiar to this Country, fuch as th\! 
White Bear, a Creature very different from 
the common Bear; having a long Head, 
and a Neck much thinner than other Crea
tures of that ~ind: It is {aid to make a 
NoiCe, not unlike the bar~ing of a Dog that 
is hoar{e: There are different Sizes, great 
and {mall; their Hair is long and {oft as 
Wool; and their No{es and Mouths are 
black, and fo are their Claws; they [wim 
from one Field of Ice to another, and dive 
under Water for a long Time. Near the 
Sea Coafi, .they feed chiefly upon dead 
Whales; but OQ lhore~ OQ any thing they 
can get. 

THE Porcupine of Hu4fln's-Bay re{em~ 
bles in Shape and Size a Beaver; the Head 
is not unlike that of a Rabbit; it has a flat 
No[e, entirely covered with lhort Hair; the 
Teeth before, two above, and two below, 
are of a yellow Colour, and remarkably 
Shong; it has very [mall {hort Ears, which 

. hardly 
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hardiy appear witb'p!lttheFur ; . the Legs 
too are very thort" but, the Claws, of which 
it has four on it's fore Feet, and five on 
the hind,' are long, hollow withjn,like 
Scoops~ and very'tharp pointedo It IS cO
vered all over' the Body. with a pretty foft 
Furr, abo!Jt Jour Inches long; bene;,th ~1;:: 

Hair, on' ,the upper Part- 'of th~ ,He;;.d, 
Body and Tail, it is, very, thick, fet wit~ 

fharp ftiff <li!j.lls, which are white, wi~ 
black Points, bearded, ,and-not eafily drawn 
out, when they have entered the Skill. 
The Por~u.pine ufually Qla~es its Neil:' und~f, 
the Roots of great Trees, and fleeps much;' 
he feeds chiefly upon the Bark of Trees, 
eats Snow in the Wint~r, and drinKs W 3."1' 

ter in the Summer, but carefully avoids--go':' 
ing into it. The Savages eat them, apd ef
teem their 'Fleth both a wholfome and a 
pleafant Food. 

THE ~itk-Eatch or Wolver~e is ano
ther v~ry atraordinary Bean: of the Size of a 
largeWolf; the Snout of the upper' and-ulli 
der Jaw, as far as the Eyes, is black, th~ up': 
der Part of the Head whitiih, the Ey~, 
dark; the Throat, and under Part. of th~ 
Neck, white fpotted with black; the Ears 
fmall and round; the whol<;Body ~f a r~d-

. -,' 1 diili 
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diili brown, darker at the Shouders and 
Rump, and lighter upon the Back and 
Sides. The Furr of the whole Body is 
pretty long, but not very clofe, the Feet, as 
far as the fidt Joint, are covered with 
fhort black Hair, but the Legs are brown 
and the: Claws of a light Colour, the Tail 
is moil: of it brown, but towards the Tip 
bUihy and bJack. This Creature in going 
carries his Head vt:ry low, fo that his Back 
rifes arch wife; when attacked, he defends 
bimfdf with great Force and Obftinacy, 
and it is [aid, will tear Traps, Ginns, and 
other fuch Inventions to pieces, in a very 
furprizing Manner. But to return to Capt •. 
Button. • 

HE carried with him in this Expedition, 
feveral Perfons of great Skill and Capacity, 
fuch as the Mafter of the: Re.folutiOll, Mr. 
Ndfon, who was a very experienced Sea
man, and fuggeftcd to him rnoft of the 
Precautions, taken for the Prefervation of 
his People in the \Vinter. Capt. Ingram, 
who commanded the DiJcover)" was alfo a 
Man of great Abilities; and fo was Capt. 
Gibbons, of whom Button in his Journal 
fays, that he never carried a better Seaman 
with him in his Life. He had aHa one 

Cap 
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Capt. Hawkridge with him, who made 
fome Notes upon the Voyage, and who hav
ing tried the Tide at Savage-Ijles, found 
it came from the South Edt, and rofe three 
Fathoms. From him we learn, that he 
had an Encounter with the Savages at Cape 
WQlJlenhQlme, who C:lme to attack him in 
two Canoes, in which there were "bout 
fourfcore Perfons, and who furprifing his 
Men a-iliore, when they were fjil:.lg Wa- . 
ter, killed five of them, in Revenge for his 
taking four of their large Canoes, of which 
he returned but two. He had al[o one 
Jifras Hubart, who was his Pilot, and w~ 
fhall hereafter take Notice of a lin gular 
Inil:ance he gave of his Capacity, and of 
the juil: Notions he had of the true Way 
of feeking the PJirage; and not to detain 
the Reader longer upon this Hea9, we !hall 
mention but one Man more, which was 
Abbacuc Pr£Ckett, who was with Capt. Hud. 

JOn, in the lail: unfortunate Voyage, wheQ 
he was bafely facrificed by his mutinous 
Crew. 

W H I L E they were lying frill in the 
Winter, Captain Button very judicioul1y de
viled a Method of employing the Time of 
the principal Per[ons on board him, to the 

Ser-
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Service of the Expedition, and his own Sa
tisfaCtion; which at the fame Time cut off 
all Occafions for Murmuring or Difcontent, 
by taking up that Space, which had it re
mained unemployed, their Heads might 
have run upon Things of a Ids ufeful Na
ture, and which might have created Diffe
rences and Difputes. Some he kept bufy 
in fettling the Courfe and Diil:ance from 
Place to Place; to others he propofed, as it 
feems, the following ~eil:ions, 'Viz. what 
it was poffible for them to do where they 
were, when the Weather became open ? 
and how the Difcovery they were fent to 
make, ,might be beil: profecuted, when 
they ihould be able to go to Sea? to which 
QQellions, Mr. llubart before mentioned 
wrote the following Anfwer. 

c My Anf wer to the firil: Demand, is under 
C your Favour, I think it notamifs to fearch 
C this River, if God give Strength to our 
C Men, before our Departure from it, to 
'have the Knowledge how far it doth ex
C tend, and that we may meet with fome 
C Inhabitants, which may further our Ex
C peaations; but I cannot think of any Pro., 
~ fit to be made by it. 
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c M y Anfwer to the fecond Demand is; 

I to fearch to the Northward about this 
I Wehlern Land, until, if it be poffible, 
I that we may find the Flood ::cmillg from 
I the Wefiward, and to bend our Courfes 
c againfi that Flood, following the Ebb, 
c fearching that Way for the Patrage. For 
c this Flood, which we have had from the 
• Eafiward, I cannot be perfuaded, but 
, that tky are the V( jrH of fome Headland 

c to the Northwards of the Cheek~, and by 
, the Inlets of Rivers, which let the Flood
, Tides into them; which Headlands being 
e found, I do airure myfelf, that the Tide 
'will be found to come from the Wetl:
, ward. 

e HEREIN I have {hewed my Opinion, 
'[0 far as my Judgment will afford, until' 
'further Reafons induce me to the con-
e trary.' JqJias Rubort. 

WHOEVER is a proper Judge of thefe Mat": 
ters, mufi allow, that this Man was perfeCtly 
right, and laid down the only tme and feti
fible Method for difcovering a Paffage. 
The River began to clear about the 2 I fi of 
April, but it i3 certain, that he did not get" 
out to Sea, till more than two 1\10nths after; 
and then the Extract we have of his J oumal, 
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thews that he examined the Weft Side of 
the Bay, • and gave Names to feveral of the 
Places remarkable therein, which they fiill 
bear: His own Name he left to the Bay, 
where he wintered, and the adjacent Coun
try he called Nc"1.iJ-Wales. In the Latitude 
of 60'. find:ng a ftrong Race of Tide, run
ning fometim~s Eafiward, and fometimes 
Weftward, Mr. Bubart in his Chart fet it 
down, by the Name of Hubart's Hope; the 
higheft he failed to the N or~h, feems to be 
65°. and from the Obfervations he made 
there, more efpecially of the Tides, he came 
Home perfeCtly fatisfied, that a North 
Weft Paffage might be found; and he told 
Mr. Briggs, the famous Mathematician. 
that he convinced King. James of the Truth 
of this Opinion. But it would have been 
more advantageous to this N ~tion, if he 
had fuff'ered his Journal to be publilhed, or at 
leafi had given the World the Grounds upon 
which his Sentiment was built, as he lived 
many Years after this, became a rich Man, 
and a great Patron to thofe who fet on foot 
the Trade to Guinea. It is for Want of 
his Jd~mal, that we have no Ac.count when 
h-e returned: AH we know of it, is from the 
Report of Pri;ket'; . ,,,ho fa:id they met with 
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no Ice, till they were in Hudfln's Stroz/st 
and that they came Home in (Ixteeq 
Days.' 

WEare told, the Rearon Capt. Button 
did not make another Voyage for Difcovery, 
was the Death of Prince Henry his Mafter, 
which happened in his Abfence ;. but it 
may be prefumed, that he imparted his In .. 
ftrucrions freely to his Kinfman and great 
Favourite Capt. Gibbons, who was fent 
in the fame Ship called the Difcovery, upon 
the fame Defign in 1614; but he was very 
unfortunate, for miffing the Entrance of 
Hudfon's-Straits, he was driven by the Ice 
into a Bay in the Latitude of 57°. upon the 
North Eat1: Main, which was called Gib. 
bon's-Hole, where he lay twenty Weeks in 
very great Danger, and his Ship received. 
fo much Damage, that for this Reafon, and 
becaufe the Seafon was loft, he thought pro
per to return. 

THE fame Company of Merchants, or 
at leat1: fome of them, not at all difcouraged1 

by thefe repeated Difappointments, fitted 
out the very next Year, which was 1615, 
the Difcovery, a Veffel of Fifty-five Tons, 
and gave the Command of it to Capt. Rq
/lert By/ott a very experienced Mariner, who 

had 
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had been in all the three Expeditions of 
Rudfln, Button and Gihhons, who had with 
!lim for his Pilot the famous William Baf~ 

fine, a very able Mariner, and one well ac- -
quainted with the Northern Navigation,' 
and the Groenland Filbery ; fo that without 
doubt, very high Expectations were enter .. 
tained of the Succefs of this Voyage. Capt. 
Bylot failed on the 18th of April; on the 
6th of May he had fight of Groenland, on 
the Eaft Side of Cape Fartwel. He made 
the Refolution on the 27th of the fame 
Month; and on the North Side he found 
a good Harbour, where an Eaft South Eall 
Moon made High Water, and the Tide 
flowed four Fathom. At Savage-lJIands 
he met with a great many of the Natives, 
and traded with them; he lays this down to 
be in 62°. 30'. and affirms, the Tide cofe 
there as high as 8 t Rejolution; he proceeded 
thence to Mill-Ifland, which he [0 named 
from the Grinding of the Ice; it lies in d~e 

'Latitude of 64°. and there the Tide came 
from the South Eaft. On the loth of 
;July. he faw Land lying Weft from him. 
,and his Men ~eing rent to try the Tide, af
;fir.med it came from the North, which gave 
,him fome Hopes of a Pa1Tage j he therefore 
- E called 
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taIled this Capt Comfort, in the Latitude of 
65°. and in the Longitude of 86°. 10'. Weft 

from Llmdon. But having doubled the C~pe: 
and proceeded twelve or thirteen Leagues, he 
faw the Land trend North E~ll: by Eall:, which 
put a,n End to his Hopes; and therefore he 
returned home, and anebored in P~'moutb
Sound on the 9th of Stptember, without lo~ 

flng a Man.. It feems from this Voyage, 
that he was difcouraged from looking far .. 
ther in !Jttdflm's-Bay, tho' he had been ia 
the mofi: improper Part, and therefore p'ro~ 
pored to the worthy Perfons, by whom he 
was employed, that they lhould undertakp 
another Expedition thro' Da'lJis's-Straits •.. · 

Capt. Robert Bylot, or as Purchas calla 
him, Byleth failed in the Diftovery, the 
fame Veifel that had been now employed 
in five Voyages, having with him WiIJil!lll 
BaJline as his Pilot, from Gravifend Martb 
26; and on the 14th of May following, h. 
entered in Davis's-Straits, and being in the 
Latitude of 70°.20'. faw a great Number 
of the Natives who avoided him, and even 
here he began to doubt of a Paffage i and 
the Reafons in his own Words were thefC; 
becaufe the Tides were fo .fmall, Dot rmag 
above eight or nine Feet, a1)d kept no certain 
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.courfe; but the nearea Time of High Wa
ter, on the Change Day, was at a ~rter 
after Nine, and the Flood COMe in from the 
-South. -On-the 30th of tl ~ fame Month 
-he came to Hope.SanderJon, ~n the Lati-
tude of 72°. 20'. which was the fartheft 
-N orlli that Davis had failed; and Mr.
Balfilie acknowledges, that from it's Ap
-pear-ance, his- PredecelTor might well be 
excu(ed for entertaining great Hopes; the 
Sea -being open, and the PalTage wide, only 
the Tide ,held a certain COUl-fe, and rofe but 
cightor nine Feet, which difcouraged them 
very much. He continued his Courfe how
ever, and on the firft of June came to a 
little Ifland, where he found Canoes and 
Tents and two or three Women; this was 
in the Latitude of 72°.45'. and he called it 
Womens Wand. As the Ice was very trou

-ble(ome, he thought fit to put into a Har-
fbour till it lhould be in fame Me"fure dif
Jipated; and this accordingly he did on the 
12th of June, in the Latitude of 73 0

• 45'· 
-and trading there with the Inhabitants, who 
.reforted- to him in confiderable Numbers. 
-for Sea Skins and Unicorns Horns, called 
,this Place Horn-~ound. After flaying there 
a few Days he put to Sea again, but was very 
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much troubled with the Ice; he had fight 
in his Pa!fage of many Sea Unicorns. 

On the Iftof July he found himfelfin an 
open Sea, in the Latitude of 75°. 40'. which 
again raifed his Hopes. On the 3d doubled a 
fair Cape, in the Latitude of 76° 35'. which 
he called Cape Diggs, after Sir Dudley Diggt, 
and pailing bY:l fine Sound, at about twelve 
Leagues diftance, he called this Wolfte1l
bolme-Sound j on the 5th he was in another 
fine Sound, in the Latitude of 77°. 30'. 
which from the great Number of Whales 
he faw there, he called Whale-Sound; from 
thence he proceeded to Sir Thomas Smith',.. 
Sound, which extends beyond 78°. and is at 
the very End of what is called Bajjin's-BttJ, 
which I fuppofe begins at Hope Sandetjoti, 
and extends hither; all the Places yet named 
are on the Eaft Side, or on that Continent 
which FrobiJher, or rather !ll.!!een Elizabeth 
his Mifirefs, named Meta Incognita, and 
which is in reality, no other than the Eaft 
Coaft of Groen/and. In Smith's-Soundtherc 
was great abundance of Whales, and which 
s -very re~arkable, they were the largeft 
Whales he had feen ; befides which, there 
was another Circumftance with regard to 
this Bay, worthy of Notice, and that was 
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the Variation of the Compafs to 56°, or more 
than five Points to the Weftward, which 
BaJline affirms to be the greateft Variation 
that had been ever obferved, Standing over 
to the Weft Side, he faw fame Wands, to 
which he gave the Name ofCary's-lJlands. 
The firft fair Sound he met with on that 
Side, he called Alderman 'Jones's-Sound; and 
continuing his Courfe, he came on the 12th 
to another great Sound, in the Latitude of 
74°, which he called Sir James LancaJler's
Sound j and fo keeping along the Weft Side 
of Davis's-Straits, till on the 27th of 'July 
he was near Cumberland-Ijlands; here de
{pairing of any fartber Difcovery, and Mr, 
Hubert, another of his Company, being 
very lick. he bore away for the Groenland 
Coaft, and putting into Cotkin-Sound, in the 
Latitude of 65", 45'. his fick People reco
vered in a Week's Time, by giving them 
Scurvy-Grafs boiled in their Beer ; there he 
traded with the Natives, and obferved that 
they had a wonderful fine Salmon Filhery ; 
the High Water here at Seven o'Clock at 
the Full and Change j and the Water rare 
aoove eighteen Feet; on the 30th of Au
guft he alrived in DDver-Road. 
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ON his return from this Voyage, he wroto 

a long, and a very fenfible Letter to Sir 
John Wo!Jlenholme; in which he gives him 
a plain and fair Relation of his Voyage, and 
of the clear Difcovery he had made; that 
nothing was to be expeCted, with regard to 
a Pa{fage in Davis's-Straits; but for Sal..;. 
mon, Morfe and Whale-Fithing, thera 
could not be a more commodious Place found, 
which Experience has juftified ; for theDutch 
have efiablilhed an annual WhabFiilierJ' 
here, of a very great Value. B\!t it feerns th. 
Hearts ofthefe Gentlemen were fet upon a Paf .. 
fage,andifthatwas not found they minded no ... 
thing elfe; fo that after thefe five Voyages,iil 
all of which Bylot was, they gave over their 
Defign, which lay dormant for about twenty 
¥ ears after. William Btif!ine was frill 
perfuaded thata Pa1'fage there mufr be, tho' 
fully convinced tha,t in Davis's-Straia it 
could not be ; and of this Sentiment he de~ 
elared himfelf a little before his Death, which 
happened in the :eajl- Indies, by a Wound 
he received at the taking of Ormus; and 
very defirou3 he was of making a Tryal to 
find this Paftage, from that Part of the 
WorId, in which he hoped to have fucceede" 
bf!tter. It was chiefly fcoJIl this great Sea~ 

- ~ ~. , man I 
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man, that Mr. Briggs the Mathematician 
derived his bell Lights, with refpeCt to a 
North Well Paffage; for which he was a 
great Advocate. It is true he confulted 
Sjr 'Ih(}mas Button; but as he tells us him
felf, abating {hong Affurances, fair Words, 
and fine Promifes, he received little or no 
Information from him, except with regard 
to the Tides, and from them alone he con
cluded the Certainty of a Paffage; and that 
the moll probable Means of finding it, was 
clofely to examine the Coafh about Hud
Jants-Bay; and upon this Subject he penned 
a pretty large Difcourfe; the Heads of which, 
and thofe very imperfectly taken, are fo be. 
met with in Purchas and in Fox; but the. 
whole of his Work with hili Chart, was ne
ver publi111ed; which may be jufily ef
teemed a Lofs, and a very great one, both 
to that Age and to this. 

We come now to Capt. Luke Fox, a Man 
bred from his Youth to the Sea, and who 
for Twenty-five Years, before he undertook 
this Voyage, had meditated fomething of 
the kind, having then had an Inclination to 
have gone Mate with Mr. John Knight, who 
was famous for his Skill in the Navigation 
filf tbe North Seas; but notwithllanding he 

E 4 was 
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was then difappointed, he remained a care: 
ful and diligent Enquirer into things of thh 
Nature, converfed with Baffin" Pricket, and 
othtrS who had bten employed on the Di{
covery, and collected with great Indufiry 
all the Journals and Hiftories of fuch Voyages 
as he could meet with. His Love to this 
kind of Knowkdge, brought him to an Ac-. 
quaintance with Mr. Henry Briggs before
mentioned, who offered him his Affiftance, 
for procuring one of the King's Snips, in or-' 
der to make a Voyage in fearch of the North 
Weft Paffage. Accordingly in 1629 or 1636, 
with the Advice and Affiftance of Sir John 
Brooke, a Petition was prefeRted to King 
Charles I. for that Purpofe, which was gra
cioufly accepted and granted; but the Sea
fon of the Year being elapfed, before the 
Defign could be brought to bear, they 
were obliged to put it off to the next Year, 
and in the mean time Mr. Briggs died. 

IN this Space, the Merchants of Brijlo/, 
at the Requeft of Capt. James, formed a 
Scheme of the like Nature, and were defi
rous to come to an Agreement with the 
Merchants of London, who were to be at 
the Expence of Capt. Fox's Expedition, that 
they fhould have an equal Share in HooJ' 

nQur 
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Dour and Profit, which ever Ship proved f() 
fortunate as to find the Pair age, and this 
was readily yielded to by the London Tra
ders. Sir 'I'hom as Roe, a very worthy as 
well as a very wife Man, and a Perfon of 
great Public Spirit, returning at this Time 
from his Embairy in Sweden, Capt. Fox 
was introduced to him, and honoured with 
his ProteCtion, as well as that of Sir John 
Wo!flenholme the elder, who had been for 
fo many Years a conilant Friend to, and 
Encourager of this Difcovery; and his Son 
Mr. John Wo!flenholme, afterwards Sir John 
Wo!flenholme, was appointed Treafurer; and 
Capt. Fox having been introduced to the 
King, and having received a Chart, in which 
all the former Difcoveries were marked, his 
Majeily's InfiruCtions, and a Letter to the 
Emperor of Japan, prepared for his Voyage 
at the Beginning of May, 163 I. 

TH E Veire! he failed in was a Pinnace 
of the King's, called the Charles, of the 
Burthen of twenty Tons, with twenty 
Me!l and two Boys, victualled for eighteen 
Months, and cornpleatly equipped in every 
RefpeCt. On the 8th of Ma.y, he failed 
from rarmoutb~Roads ; and on the 13th of 
June

J 
wa~ in Latitude !:J So. 30', On the 

2zd 
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22d of the fame Month, he entered Rud~" 

Jon's-Straits, and after paffing by Cary.; 
Swan's-Nefl, the firft Land he faw was in 
the Latitude of 64"'. I'. the [arne that Sir 
Thomas Button, called Ne Ultra, but to 
which he gave the Name of Sir Thoma$, 
Roe's-Welcome, which, I think, it has ever. 
fince retained; he fays, it was an mand· 
with high broken Land. He had fine clear 
Weather, an open Sea, free' froin Ice, no 
Snow on the Land, but a bold ragged. 
Coafi, like Headlands upon the Ocean, with 
Tangle and Rock-Weed, and great Plenty, 
of Filn. The Tide rofe here four Fathom,. 
whereas his Men who tried the T-:.ide at 
Cary-Swan' s-NdJ,found it to rife only1ix Feet. 
Sailing from thence South Weft in the 
Latitude of 63". 37'. he faw another Head-· 
land to the Southward of him, with fmall 
Wands and broken Land upon the Main J 

and here alfo he faw many Fifh and Seals 
and one. Black Whale j failing ftill South-' 
ward, he came to an Wand in 63°. to 
which he gave the Name of Brook-Cobham 
in Honour of his Patron Sir John Brooke; 
and on the 30th of July, he raw another 
little Hland about twelve Leagues from 
Brook-Cobham, to which he gave th~ Name 

I of 
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.f Dun-Fox's-lj1t1nJ: And here, he fays, 
the Tide came ftom. the North Eaft, and 
flowed about twelve Feet Water. In the 
Latitude of 61Q

• 5'. he feU in with fome 
{mallltlands, to Which he gave the Name 
sf Briggs's Mathematicks: And here ob
ferved, that a Noeth Wind kept up the 
Tide. He fets it down in his Journal on 
the 3d of Aug#, that the further he went 
from Sir Thomas R~'s-Welcome, it flowed 
lefs Water, and theTide was lefs perceptible, 
and the fame Obfervation he repeats more 
than once. He tried the Tide at Port
Nelfon, and found it flow nine Feet. On 
the 29th of Augujl, he met with Capt. 
james, went on board him, and was wdl 
entertained, but left him on the lail: of t!;at 
Month; the Refult of his whole Difcovery 
was, that from the flowing of the Tide 
and the Whales, it was moil: like! y the 
Pa1fage £hould be in Sir Thomas Roe's'
fYelcom, or the Ne Ultra, as Sir 'Thomas 
]Jutton named it. In the Beginning of OClober 
he repa1fed Hudfon's-Straits; and on the 
laO: of th;1t Month arrived fafely in the 
Downs. 

fiE publilhed his Voyage on his Return, 
which h; de<licatecl to the King, and both 
-.~ ~ - ~ -. ~-.,- .~. _. - . in 



60 T/Je {everal Expeditions to 
in t?e Dedication, and at the ConclufiOJlt 
be 1.IYs it down as a thing certain, that the 
Hgh fides he met with in the We/com" 
could not poffibly come through HudjO,,'1!, 
f;tra;ts. but mull: be rro'pagated from a 
Vi: Jttrn· Olean, '·f Lilal willch is commonly 
calJ,~ .. l SOl,lh fJea, and he very clearly and 
• ~,.y judiciouOy traces thefe two Tides. He 
thews, that the Tide coming through Hud
fon's-Straits, flows at the Entrance of them, 
that is, at Re./oiution, five Fathoms right 
up and down: He obferves, that Mr. 
lludfon bad found the Tides at the Ific 
of Cod's •. lI,1ercy to flow fomew;lat above 
four F .• thoms, that at Mill-Ijland it flows 
{omewhat Ids than four Fathoms. A· 
guin, nom Sea-Horje-Point to Cary
Swan's-Neft it flows but fix Feet. But 
in tl.e Latitude of 640

• J 0'. he found the 
Tide fetting from the North and flow .. 
ing above twenty Feet in the dead Neap; 
and coafiing along this Wefi-fide, he found 
it flowing kfs and lefs, till. at Port-Neift~ 
it came to nine Feet; he therefore obferves, 
that confidering the difiance, which is up
wards of two hundred and fiflY Leagues, 
and the Tide meeting fo many Rubs and 
Checks by the way, amongfi H1ands and 

Shoals, 
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. ~hoals, it is inconceivable how fuch a vaA: 
~antity of Water fuould be recalled and 
repaired every twelve Hours, if it were not 
fed and fupplied from fome great and vaA: 
Ocean. It might be both infiructive and 
entertaining, if we {bould infifi Lrther upon 
this Gentleman's Remarks, deduced not 
only from his Knowledge, as a Seaman, but 
from his own Experience in this Voyage; 
and comparing his Obfervations with thofe 
that had been made by his Predeceffors; 
but as all this Matter will be more properly 
confidered in the Conclufion, where we iliall 
have aIfo later Facts to build upon, it is 
better to refer it thither, and to avoid fa
tiguing the Reader with needlefs Repetitions. 
Only this it may be proper to remark, that 
Capt. Fox, not only continued firm in his 
Opinion, that there was a Paffage, but was 
very clear alfo, as to the Place in which it 
was to be looked for, and very pofitive, that 
it would be found large and open, and in a 
temperate Climate, which he grounded upon 
his own Experience, that the farther he fail· 
ed Northward in Hudfon's-Bay, the warmer 
he found the Weather, and the more free 
from Ice. 
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WE have already mentioned CApt., JM'; 

of Brlflo/, who' failed in t'be fame Month. 
as well as the [a~ Year with Capt. L7Ik 
Fox, and on the fame Defign. He was 
certainly a Man of Abilities, and very 6'i.
pert in Calculations, but he does not ftem 
to have been fo well acquainted with· the 
Voyages that had beeR made to the North,. 
as he ought to have been, to entitle 'him. to 
a Command of this Nature; for if he had, 
he would not have advanced many Things 
that we nnd in his Account; and more 
efpecially, in the Clofe of it. He entered 
HUdflll's-Straits about the middle of yrhli. 
and found himfelf exceffively embarrafled 
with Ice; of which he gives ve(y long and 
di[mal Accounts; that in all Probability 
are firiCl:ly true; but this was owing to his 
fpending fo much Time in the Bottom fJf 
the Bay, whCl!re, notwithftanding his, Co&' 
ference with Capt. Fox, he refolved to winter. 
It feems he was very fenfible, tha,t much 
was expected from him at his Return; and 
it is vilible enough, that there was a great 
Emulation between him and Fox, which 
might very probably induce him to fray, in 
order to puCh his Difcoveries, as far as it was 
pollible, in the Spring. 

How~ 



~i;ijc J".?'r a North We£l: Pa«age. 63 
". -HOWEVER that might be, th1!lsmuch is 
ce~t .. ll. c:'Jt the Place he made choice of 
.~. :i"".lUrpofe wasChariton-Ifland, in the 
Latitude of 520. and here he was obliged 
to take Shelter in the Beginning of the 
Month of Ollober, about which Time it be
gan to fnowand freeze exceffively, yet the 
Sea was not frozen clofe to the mand, until 
the Middle of December. The Cold was 
very intenfe, until the Middle of April, 
unto .thofe who had no Place to refide in, 
but a Tent covered with the Sails, and fuch 
Branches of fmall Spruce as that Wand af
forded; and confequently, in fuch a Situa
tion, they endured great Hardlhips in fa 
long a Winter, furrounded by a Sea all co
vered with Ice, for a long time after it wai' 
diffolved upon the Lands adjoining to the 
13ay.. The 29th of April it rained all 
Day. .The 3d of May, the Snow was 
melted in many Places of the mand. The 
13th, the Weather was very warm in the 
Day-time, hut ~here was frill Frofr in the 
Night. The 24th, the Ice was confumed 
~long the Shore, and cracked all over the 
Bay, and began to float by the Ship. The 
30th, the Water was clear of Ice, betwixt 
'~b.t; Shor.e .and the Ship, and fame -Vetches 

ap-
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appeared. The 15th of June, the Sea was 
ftill frozen over, and the Bay full of Ice. 
The 16th was very hot with Thunder. 
The 19th they faw fome open Sea; and 
by the 20th all the Ice was drove to the 
Northward. This mand was a dry Land 
covered with a white Mofs, and fmall 
Shrubs and Bullies, no Trees but Spruce 
and Juniper, the longeft a Foot .and a half 
over. The Sea to the Northward was full 
of floating Ice, until the 22d of July. In 
the long Account which Capt. James has 
given us of his Wintering, there is fuch a 
Detail of Miferies and Hardiliips, as might 
have been fufficient to have deterred any 
from venturing again into thi s Bay; and no 
doubt, it was a principal Reafon, that all 
Thoughts of profecuting a Defign of this 
Nature, were, after the publilliing his Voyage, 
laid afide for upwards of thirty Years. . 

AFTER he left Cbarlton-IJland, he failed 
North Weft, and examined that Side of the 
Coaft, as high as Marble-1Jland, and then 
ftood over to the oppofite Main, and failed 
as high as Nottingbam-IJIand; but the 
Month .of Augufl being now pretty far [pent, 
and himfelf fully perfuaded that no Paffagc 
was to be found, . but to the Northward of 

66°. 



; 

difcover a North 'Veil PaiTage. 65 
66". he confented, on the unanimous Deure 
of his Ship's Company, to bear up the 
Helm, and to return home. He had a 
tolerable Pafiage through HiiJjC!:'s-Strilits, 
notwithfbnding which it was the 2ZJ of 
OClober before 11::: reached the Port of Brif
tol. He publiihed a large Account of his 
V. oyage, in which there are abundance ot 
curious Things, that recommended it high
ly to that great Philofopher Mr. BOJ'le; as 
on the other Hand, the Vfe that he has 
made of it, and the CharaCter that he has 
given it, has refleC1ed no fmall Credit on the 
Work. It may howev'er be doubted, whether 
the Dif!iculties Capt. James met with, or the 
Dangers he run through, did not warp hi~ 
Judgment, fince from being a warm Advo
Cate for a North 'Veft PaiTage, he came to 
write as pofitively againft it, and to aiTert in 
plain Terms, that either there was no PafTage, 
br if there was, it muft be [0 fituated, as not 
te be worth finding. 

TH E Arguments he offers in Support of his 
Sentiment, as to there being no PafTage" are 
three, or as he ftates them four; but the laft 
feems to be a: DeduCtion from the reft, ra
ther than any new Rea[on ; we will gi-,e 
a £hort Account of them all, becaufe, when 

F con-
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confidered and compared with what has been 
difcovered lince, they are perhaps as fhong 
Arguments for a Paffage, as any that can 
be offered. Firft, then, he fays, there is a 
conjlant'Tide Flood and Ebb Jetting hlto Hud .. 
[on's-Straits, the Flood jlil/ coming from tbe 
EqJlward, which, as it proceeds correJpondent 
to the dijlance, it alters the 'Iime of full 
Sea. 'Ihis a!fo entering into Bays and broken 
Ground, becomes diflurbed and overfits 'with 
half 'Tides. The Fads here laid down 
are allowed to be very true, and the infer
ence he draws from them is very ju"ft, but 
it happens to make nothing at all for his 
Purpofe notwithflanding. He never ex
amined the Tide at Sir 'Ihomas Roe's-Wel
come, for if he had, he muO: have been con .. 
vinced, for the very Reafons here laid down, 
tqat it did not come from the Atlantic 
dcean,_and confequently that there mufl be 
a Pa!1age. Fox, who vifited this Bay the 
very fame Year, who tried the Tides where 
Capt. James did, but tried alfo the Tide in 
the WeicQme, concluded very juflly, that the 
latter could not [pring from the fame Ocean 
with the former, and thus we fee clearly and 
plainly why thefe two able Seamen were of' 
diretl:ly oppofite Opinions, and yet both of 

them 
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them in the right. fo far as their Experience 
went; for it is very certain. that Capt. 
james faw nothing in this refpect that could 
induce him to conclude there was a Paffage ; 
and it is no Ids certain. that Capt. Fox. 
from the Lights he had. might very fairly 
infer, there muft be a Pa1fage. The only 
thing in which Capt. James was blameable 
was, his a1ferting, that no Pa1fage could be 
found to the South of 66°. notwithftanding 
that there was a great Part of the Coaft of 
Hudfln's-Bay within that Latitude, which 
he never examined. But let us now come 
to his fecond Reafon. 

HERE are, fays he. no Jmal! Fijh, Juch as 
Cod, &c. and very few great ones, which 
are very rarely Jem; nor are there any Bones 
of Whales, Sea-Horfts, or other great Fifo 
to be found on the Shore, nor any Drift
Wood. To this the fame Anfwer may be 
given as to the former; the Facts are very 
true; and the Conclufion is very juft; but 
then, it is only -with regard to that Part of 
the Bay which he examined; and if the 
Conclufion be juft, it is a certain Proof, that 
if he had met with the contrary of all thefe, 
he would undoubtedly have made a contrary 

- p>nc1ufion. ~apt. Fox, in the Neighbour-
-.- - -F ~ !!~~~. 
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hood of Sir Thomas Roe's-We!cr;me; "mel 
both with (mall Fiih and large, of whjt~ 
he gives us a particular Account, and efpe~ 
cially with regard to Whales; for it fe~m! 
at Brook-Cobham his Men faw no lefs thall' 
forty at one Time. It might indeed have been 
matter of Difpute in thofe Days, when thefe 
two Journals were publi!hed, and very pro
bably it was; which was moft to be deptmd
ed upon, in regard. to Veracity; but there 
can be none in ours, when from repeat~~ 

Voyages thefe Parts are well known; and in 
confequence thereof, it is a thing out of 
~eilion, that all Sorts of Fifh, but more 
efpecially the larger Sorts, fuch as Sea
Unicorns and Whales, are found in great 
Numbers in thefe Northern Parts; con[e~ 
quently Capt. Jmms's Reafon, not only 
ceafes with refpeCt to thofe Parts of the Bay 
where a PafTage has been lately fought, but 
the very contrary Reafon takes place; fince, 
jf a PafTage was defpaired of from, the 
want of thefe Signs, it ought Curely to be 
hoped for, wherever thofe Signs appear. 

HIS third Reafon is this, Ire find tht Ice, 
fays he, in the La,titude 65°. 30'. to be lying 
all over the Sea in Rands, and I am moJl 
certain, that the Shoals and jhoal Boys are 

tht 



difcover a North Weft P.aR"age. 69 
the Mother of it. Had there been any Ocean 
beyond it would have been broke all to 
Pieces, Jor we found it coming through the 
Straits into the Sea to the Eqjlward. To 
which he adds, and calls it a fourth Rea[on. 
crhatthe Ice feeks its way to the Eqjlward, 
and fo drives out at Hudfon's-Straits. It is 
very evident from thence, that in his Judg
ment, the more Northern Parts of the Bay 
muil: be entirely choald:d and filled up with 
Ice; whereas, it very clearly appears from 
what Fox fays, that there was lefs Ice to the 
North; and in the following Sheets it will 
be ihewn, that there is very little Ice; but on 
the contrary, the Ice in the Southern Parts 
of the Bay is broken to Pieces, and driven 
out by that great body of Water that comes 
from the North; and therefore upon hi; 
own Principle, this is a direCt and convil:cilJ~ 
Proof, that there muil: be a Communication 
with another Ocean. As to his additional 
Argument, which he particularly mentions, 
as depending u!'on his own Obfervation, we 
may add to it, that a great deal of Ice is 
carried into HudfolZ's- Ba), through the Strait~ 

by the Flood, and very naturally comes out 
again with the Ebb, as wdl as the reil: of the 

lce that is bred in the Bay, from the CauCes 
.. F 3 tb~ 
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that himfelf has affigned. On the whole; 
therefore, Whatever weight Capt. James's 
Authoritymight have informer Times, when 
there might be a Doubt, whether he or Fo:# 
fpoke truth,itean have no manner 9f Weight 
now, when the Facts, upon which his 
Reafonings are grounded, have been, with 
refpect to the Northern Bay, totally over
thrown by ineonteftable Experience. 

I T has been already obferved, that after 
Fox and James all Thoughts of a North 
Weft Paffage were laid afide here; but as 
at this Time, or foon after, the principal 
Perfons in our Colony of New England be
gan to undertake Expeditions, for Difeovery' 
and Improvement of their Fithery and Com
merce; it is not to be wondered, if they in 
their Turns, confidering the ,great Advan
tages that might refult from finding a North 
Weft Paffage, and their 9wn favourable 
Situation, thould make an Attempt of that 
kind. In this one may fafely fay, there is 
nothing abfurd or unreafonable ; and there
fore in the Abftract we have of Admiral 
De Fonte's Voyage, what is {aid of Capt. 
~htlpley's being taken in a Ship from Bojl~,!, 
carries in it nothing very incredible. Mr. 
;PObbS, in his Remarks upon that Account, 
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takes notice. of the Probability that this Bo.f 
ton Ship might have paffed through fome of 
the Openings near Whale-Cove, an Inlet in 
,Hudfln's-Bay; and perhaps that ingenious 
Gentleman would have thought it a kind of 
Confirmation of the Guefs he has made, if 
he had recollected that this Inlet is fituated 
precifely in that Latitude, which Capt. Lan~ 
ctJjler fet down for the Entrance of the 
North Weft Paffage, as has been before re
lated in Page 23, and to the Knowledge of 
which he came in the Eajl-Indies. 

BUT tho' the fin gular Concurrence of 
thefe two Circum fiances, may very well 
juftify this !hort Digrellion, in reference to 
the Attempts from New Englalld, which 
may pollibly procure us fome other Lights 
upon that Head; yet there is fomething re
lating to this SubjeCt, which may pollibly 
appear ftill more extraordinary; in as much 
as it will fllew that it is not at all impollible, 
that either to this, or fome other Expedi
tion, undertaken from Boflon, the prefent 
IIudjon's-Bay Company owe that Difcovery 
which produced their Charter, and put them 
into Poffeffion ofthofe Places in that Bay, in 
which they have Settlements at prefent. 
Mr. Jeremie, who was Gqverr.Qr at Port ... 

f 4 Ne!fOn, 
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Nelfon, while it was in the Hands of the 
French, and who, without doubt, had bettc;l" 
Opportunities of knowing the Matters of 
which he writes, than mofi other People, 
gives us this Account Of the Matter. He 
fays, that one Mr. de Groiflei::s, an Inha
bitant of Canada, a bold and enterprizing' 
Man, and one who had. travelled much in 
thofe Parts, puilied his DiScoveries at length 
fo far, that he reached the Coafis of Hud., 
/im's-Bay from the French Settlements by, 
Land. Upon his Return, he prevailed upon 
fame of his Countrymen at !i<!lebeck, to fit 
out a Bark for perfeEting this Difcovery by 
Sea; which being done, and he landing 
upon the Coafi, where he apprehended no 
European had been before, was amazed in 
the very Depth of Winter, to hear that 
fome of his Company had difcovered an En
gliJb Settlement, as they were pleafed to call 
it, near Port Ne!/ci!. He went thither 
with a Ddign to attack it; but at his Ar-; 
rival found it a poor miferable Cottage co
vered with Turf,in which were half a Dozen 
half fiarvcd Wretches, without Arms, and 
without Strength to u[e them if they had had 
any. Thefe People told him, that' they 
\ycre Part of a Ship's Crew ii-om Bojlon, that 

. .. ..... they 
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they were fet on Shore to look for a Place, 

where the Ship to which they belonged. 
might Winter; and that the next Morning 
the lce drove the Ship out of the Port. 
which they never raw more. As we have 
no pate to this Relation, it is impoffible to 
fay, whether it was that Ship from BqJlolz. 
mentioned in t,ie Fonte's Account or not; but 
jf it was, and the Crew peria1ed, a:; 
"(ery probably they might in this inhof
pitable Country; it affords a clear and 
cary Solution of that, other wife unanfwe
rable Difficulty, ~s to Gapt. Shapley's mak
ing fuch a Voyage, and [0 confiderable a 
Di[covery, without its coming to be known, 
either in New England, or ill Old. But if 
we iliould be wrong in this COI1jeC1:ure, it 
would fiill remain an incontefiable Proof, 
that fome Attempts were made from Bqjlon, 
when they were laid afide and forgot at LOlZ
don and Briflo!. This Digreffion has not 
led us far out of our Way, as will prefently 
appear. 

When Mr. de GroiJeleiz had [ufficiently 
examined the Country, he left his Nephew 
Chouart with five Men at Port-Nelfon River~ 
and with his Brother-in-law Mr. Ratti;:'. 
fin, and eight more r,eturned to ff(yebeck, 
,,', " where 
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where he had fome Difference with thofe who 
~mpl.oyed him; which at length rofe fo high, 
that thinking himfelf extremely injur~d, he 
rent over Mr. RattiJIon to Frlmee, in order 
to give the Court an Account of the Services 
he had done, and the ill Ufage he had met 
with. But it feems the Complaints he made 
were as ill heard in France as in Canada; 
and the Advantages which he infi1l:ed upon 
might be deduced from this Difcovery,were, 
from want of being under1l:ood, treated as 
vifionary and chimerical. Mr. de GroiJe
leiz, not at all difcouraged by the Accounts 
he received from his Brother-in-law, and at 
the fame Time defirous of making his For
tune, by what he wa5 very fenfible deferved 
one, embarked himfelf for France, and laid 
before the Mini1l:ers, in the clcare1l: Manner 
poffible, the Confequences of his Difcovery; 
and what they were, will be hereafter feen ; 
but tho' he was a very capable Man? and no 
doubt told his Tale well, it however gained 
no more Credit than RattijJon's Applications 
had done. It happened that Mr. Montague, 
afterwards Duke of Montague, and Father 
of the noble Perfon who bears that Title at 
prefent, was then our Mini1l:er in France, 
~md hearing fome dark ;\cco\Znt of Groifo~ 

lie:r.'$ 
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leiz's Propofals, he fent for him to explain 
them, which he did in fuch a Manner, a~ 
entirely fatisfied that judicious and inquilitive 
Perfon, who immediately fent him and his 
Brother over to England, with a Recommen
dation to Prince Rupert, then the great Pa-

• tron of all Enterprizes of this Sort,and who 
was ap excellent Judge both of Men and 
Things. 

ON the Arrival of Mr. de GroiJelciz in 
England, and his laying before his Highnefi 
what he thought it was in his power to do, 
he received all the Encouragement that he 
could reafonably expect; and a Refolution 
was immediately taken, to fit up one of the 
King's Ships, to carry him to Huqfon's-Bay, 
and to make Trial there of his Power, to 
fulfil the great Things he promifed. It falls 
out very l!Jckily, that we have an authentick 
Memorial, written at the very Time of what 
was expected from it; which is contained ill 
a Letter from Mr. Oldenburgh, the fidl: Se
cretary to the Royal Society, to the cele
brated Mr. Boyle, which the Roader will 
be p!eafed to fee in his own Words. 'Surely 
, I need not tell you from hence what is 
, [aid here with great Joy, of the Difcovery 
c of a North Weft Paff"age, made by two 
~. . . . . , .' ~n¥lifo 
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~ Englijh and one Frenchman lately repre ... 
C fen ted by them to his Majefty at O!'ford~ 
C and anfwered by a Royal Grant of a Veifet 
< to fail into Hudfon's-Bay, and thence into 
, the South-Sea; thefe Men affirming, as I 
C heard, that with a Boat they went out of 
< a Lake in Canada into a River, which 
• difcharged itfelf N orth Weft into the· 
( South-Sea, into which they went and re: 
< turned North Eail: into HudJan's-Bay.' 
Upon thefe Hopes Capt. Zachariah Gillam 
in the Nonfuch Ketch with the Frenchmen 
on board were fent upon this Difcovery ; he 
is faid to have failed to the Height of 7s"! 
in Bqfjines's-Bay, and to have returned from 
hence into Huc!fon's-Bay, where he winter
ed in 1668, getting into Rttpert's-/?'iver the 
29th of September, where he came to an 
Anchor in two Fathoms and a half Water, 
the River being a Mile broad. The 9th of 
December they were frozen up in the River" 
and went upon the Ice to a fmall Bland full 
of Poplars; all the other Trees were Spruce~ 
In April 1669, the Cold was almoil: over

1 
a;1d the Indians came down to them. 
They faw no Grain there but many Ooofe. 
berries, Strawberries, and Dewotter Berries. 
The Ii!di,ll!s about that River are fimpler 

2 than 
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than thofe of Canada. The Nodways or 
Eskz"1naux Indians'near Hu4fon's-Straits are 
wild and barbarous. Here, and at this 
Time, the firft EngliJh Sentl~ment was made 
by building a little Stone Fortrefs, to which 
Capt. Gillam gave the Title of Fort-Charles. 
Upon this the Undertakers were erected into 
a Company by a Charter, dated May z, 
1669. 

I N the Preamble of this Charter, it is 
recited, C That ,whereas our dear intirely 
• beloved Cou'fin Prince Rupfrt, &c. have 
• at their own great Coft and Charges under
C taken an Expedition for Hudfln's-Bay in 
C the North Weft Parts of America foe 
C the Difcovery of a new Patrage into the 
C South-Sea, 'and for the finding of fame 
e Trade for Furs, Minerals, and other con
e fiderabie Commodities; and by fuch their 
• Undertaking have already made fuch Dif.; 
• coveries, as do encourage them to proceed 
• farther in purfuaoce of their faid Defign. 
C by means whereof there may probably 
~ arife great Advantage to us and our King
• dams.' At the Requeft therefore of thefe 
Undertakers, and for the better promoting 
their Endeavours for the public Good of 
his People: the King gr:wted them the Trade 

and 
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and Territories in Hu4fon's-Bay, and all ~ 
ther Trade which they 1hould acquire ex
clufively ; and thus, and to thefe Ends, wail 
the Hudfon's-Bay Company ereCl:ed. 

ON E would have imagined, that after this 
confiderable Settlements fuitable to the De
fign of the Charter 1hould have been made, 
and Rupert's Land, for fo his Majefiy diretl:s 
tbe new Plantation to be called, 1hould by 
this Time have become none of the leall: 
confiderable Colonies in America; at all E
vents, one would have imagined, that the 
great and capital Point of difcovering a 
North Weft Paffage would have been al
ways kept in View, for the Scope of the 
Charter is plainly to veft this exc1ufive 
Trade, and the new difcovered Countries in 
them, for the public Benefit of the People 
of theCe Kingdoms; but it fo happens, that 
we have very few Accounts of any Attempts 
made for Difcovery, either by Land or Sea. 
There was indeed about 1719, that is near 
thirty Years ago, one Capt. Barlow fent to 
look for a Paffage, but what became him, is 
very uncertain, lince neither he nor any of his 
People have been heard of lince, only a 
Report prevails among the EngliJh fettled ill 
the Companies Factories, that this Ship was 

!oi! 
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loft, and himfelf and his Crew defiroyed by 
the Inhabitants of the Country In· the Lati· 
tude of 63 0

• and to confirm this, it is alfa 
faid, that fome Pieces of the Wreck have 
been fince found in thofe Parts. This may 
be true, and very probably, the unhappy 
Fate of this Gentleman; and thofe who 
failed under his Command; may have been 
urged to difcourage fuch enterprizing Spirits, 
as were inclinable to undertake thefe hazar
dous Expeditions, infiead of attending to fafer 
Employments in the Company's Service, 

By this Difpofition of Things HztdJo1Z'S

Bay and the Country adjacent belong en
tirely to a fmall Body of Men, and what
ever trading Spirit there might be in the 
Nation, it could not as formerly excite any 
Attempts for Difcovery, which is the plain 
Reafon that all Thoughts of a N orth Weft 
Palfage lay for fifty Years together buried 
and undiilurbed, notwithfianding a Provifion 
was aCtually made, or at le;;til intended to 
be made, for the confiant Profecution of it . , 
till it £bould be effeCl:ed. We have mentIOn. 
ed Barlow and his unhappy Fate; and the 
Perf on next employed was Capt. SCrf)ggs, of 
whom all that we know is what follows, 
Neither can we fay where that would have 

been 
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been found, . if it had not been publilhed by 
Mr. Dobbs'; for though the old Expedi~iOJ1~ 
were undertaken at the Expence of Com..; 
panies; yet, except Sir 'fhomas Button's, the 
Journals of them were generally fpeaking 
publilhed, that Pouerity might kno~ what 
llad been done, and how far the Difcovery 
was advanced. But of late Years this Me
thod has been difcontinued ; and as we before. 
obferved, if Mr. Dobbs had not publilhed 
an Extract of Scroggs's Expedition in his owri 
Defence, the World would have knowl1 
very little of it, nay perhaps in fifty Years 
Time no Trace or Memorial might have been 
left, that any fuch Voyage had been made; 
His Account of it then is this. 

MR. Scroggs failed from Churcbill-Ri'Ver 
on the 22d of 'June, 1722. In Latitude 6 2 6. 

he traded with the Natives for Whale-:Firi 
and Sea-Harfe Teeth. On the 9th of 'July he 
was drove in hazy thick Weather to Latitude 
64-°. 56/. where he anchored in twelve Fa.:. 
thorns. When it cleared up, he found him.:. 
felf within three Leagues of the North 
Shore. ~ The Headland, which bore Eall: 
North Eafl: from him, he called Whalebone. 
Point. He faw at the [am::: Time feveral 
11lands bearing from South Well: by WeLl 

to 
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to South Weft by South, which Variation 
allowed was from South Weft by South to 
South South Weft. He faw Land South up 
to the Weft; the Welcome was very high 
'Land, as high as any in HudJon's-Straits. 
The Southermoft Wand he called Cate Ful
lerton. Here he faw many black \Vhale" 
and fome white. He fen t his Boat on Shore; 
they faw many D~er, Gccfe, Ducks, &c. 
He faid it flowed there five Fathoms upon 
his Lead-Line; he having but LV<eL F;l
thom at Low \Vater, and twelve at High
Water. He had two Northern Indians with 
him who had wintered at Churchill, and 
told him of a rich Copper Mine, fo:he\vher~ 
in that Country, upon the Shore near the 
Surface of the Earth; and they could direct 
the Sloop fo near it, as to hy her Side to it, 
and fa be foon Ioaden with it: They had 
brought fame Pieces of Copper from it to 
Churchill, that made it evident there \V;lS a 
Mine thereabouts. They had iketched out 
the Country with Charcoal upon a Skin of 
Parchment, before they left Churchill; and 
fo far as they went, it agreed very well. One 

of the Indians d~i1rcd him to kave him, f .. y
in'" he was within three or fvur Davs -, -
J;utney of his o'\'\'n Count;";:, but h.: would 

G 
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not let him go. He faid he was up in the 
Cod of the Bay, and that there was a Bar 
there; but his Men faid he was ten Leagues 
from what he called a Bar. He failed out 
South Eafi; and on the 15th croffed the 
Wdcome in Latitude 64°. IS" In Latitude 
64°. 8'. he faw again many Whales, but 
faw no Ice, when he was there. The 
Land from Whalebone-Point fell off to the 
Southward of the Wefi, and the Men who 
went a-thore hlid, they faw nothing to pre
vent their going farther. They had Sound
ings there from forty to feventy Fathoms. 
Capt. Norton, late Governor of CburchiO, 
was with him, and confirmed this Account, 
and that the Tide rofe five Fathoms; and 
laid, that he was o~ Shore on the Top of 
a Mountain, and faw the Land fell away to 
the Southward of the Wefi, and nothing to 
prevent their going further. 

WEare now come very near that Ex
pedition for the Difcovery of a North Weft 
Paffage, which, though it failed of Succefs, 
and proved only the Caufe of much Difpute, 
between the G.:ntleman by whofe Endea
vours it was fet on foot, and the Perf on who 
conducted it, yet was productive in its Con
fequences of an Act of Parliament, which 

3 will 
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will never fail to keep alive the Hopes of 
finding the North Weft Paffage, until it 
1hall be f~und. It appears from different 
Paffages in his Book, that Arthur Dobbs, 
Efq; firft applied himfelf to the Hu4fon's
Bay Company; and upon his Requeil it 
feems, two Veffels were fent upon the Dif-
covery; and thefe it feems, went no higher 
than the Latitude of 6 2 0. 15'. and returned 
without feeing any thing worthy of notice~ 
except a great many Iflands, abundance of 
black Whales, but no very great Tides, the 
higheft about two Fathoms, the Flood com
ing from the Northward. This was fome 
time in the Year 1737, when Mr. Dobbs 
had a clofe Correfpondence with Capt. 
Middleton, who in feveral Letters, Extracts' 
of which are printed, furnilhed him with a 
Variety of Facts, .hat feem conclufive, with 
refpect to a Paffage, fuch as, that of a North 
and North Weil Wind made the Neap 
Tides higher than the Spring Tides, with a 
Southerly or Weiler! y "Vind at Churchi /l or 
Albany; that there is little or no Tide be
tween Manifield-IJla7ld and Cary-Swan's
Nejl; that there is ab[olutely no Tide to 
the North and North Eail of Mill-1Jles; 
that confequently t~e high Tide before~ 
. G 2 mentioned, 



84 The fe·veral Expeditions to 
mentioned mull: come from (he Welcom~; 
that faT this Reafon the 'Ye!come cannot be 
far from the Ocean; that what Mr John 
Scroggs iaw in the Latitude of 64°. So'· 
both with regard to Whales and in refped to 
the Tides confirmed this; that the Indians 
who went with Mr. Scroggs owned to him 
(Capt. Middltton) that when they were eight 
or ten MIles from Whaleb:;ne-Point, which 

bore Eall: North Eall: of them, they faw an, 
open Sea, and the Land trenched to the 
South ward of the Well:, which they affcrted 
to &roggs" Face, when on board Capt. 
1tIiddietoll's Ship at Cburchill, though while 
under Scroggs's Command, they diiTembled 
it, and Lid what he plea fed to have them. 
Betides this, Lowgrove, who lived at the 
Factory at Churchill, and had been often at 
lVrja!e-Cove in Latitude of 62°. 30'. affirm
ed all the Coall: there was broken Lans. 
and If1ands ; and that going upon one of 
thefe If1ands, he raw an open Sea to the 
Wefiward. One Wi!fOn fent by the Com
pany to trade atl¥hale-Cove wi-th the Natives 
for Fins, declared at Churchill, that having 
had the Curiofity to pafs in through thofe 
Hlands near the Whale-Co'Ve, he found the 
Opening enlal ge itldf South We!l: ; and at 

laft 
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Jall it became fo wide, that he could not fee 
Land on either Side. Thefe FaCl:s being 
well known, and all the Informations Mr. 
Dobbs could obtain concurring with the Sen
timent this Gentleman was then in, that 
there was a great Probability of finding a 
Paffage in the TVelcome, he with infinite 
Diligence and Application procured Capt. 
Middleton an Opportunity of fearching for 
that Pa!Tage in the Furnace Bomb- Ketch; 

which Service he undertook for the Benefit 
of the Public, refilling many Temptations 
that were thrown in his way to flight that 
Defign for the Sake of private Advantage. 
The bell: Account we have of his Endea
vours is contained in the following Extract 
from feveral Letters, and from his Journa~. 

HE could not get out fooner tbn the 
Ill: of July from Churcbill River in Lati
tude 53°. 56'. to fearch for the P,df.!ge; 
on the 3d at five in the Morning, he faw 
three IO,mds in Latitude 6 1°. 4-0'. on the 
4th he law Brook-Cobbam in Latitude 63°. 
Longitude 93°. 4::/' Well: from Lon5-'o!l, 
the Variation there was 21°. JO'. This 
Ifland had much Snow upon it ; on the 6th 
in the Morning, he fmr a Headland in Lati
tude 63°. 20'. Longitude 93°. Wel1; Sound-

G 3 ings 
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ings from thirty-five to feventy-twoFathoms; 
at five the Current fet North North Eaft, 
two Knots, two Fathoms; the Tide flow
ed from North Eaft by North, Variation 
30°. Weft; all by North Moon made High
Wder; the 8th he was in Latitude 63°· 
39'. faw no Whales or other FiLh yet, ex
cept one white Whale as big as a Grampus 
and fame Seals; much Ice North of them 
clofe in Shore for feveral Leagues; Depth 
fixty to ninety Fathoms; Land feven or 
~ight Lea~ues North Weft; loth in Lati. 
tude 64°. 5 I'. Longitude 88°. 34'. the Wel-
come here eleven or twelve Leagues wide; 
the E,tlt Coaft a low flat Coaft; the whole 
Welcome full of Ice; th;:;y filled frelli Water 
off the Ice ; elofed in the Ice until the 12th; 
the 13th they got through the Ice to N orth
wards cf Cape Dobbs, a new di[covered 
Headland on the North Weft Side of the 
lVc/come in Latitude 65°. 12', Longitude 
36°.6'. Weft, faw a fair Opening North 
Weft C'f it ; failed into this Opening or 
River to fecure the Ships from the Ice, un .. 
til it difperfed in the Welcome. 

TH E Entrance of this River fix or eight 
Miles wide for four or five Miles. Four 
Le:lgues higher, it was four to five Leagues 

wide j 
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wide j he anchored on the North Side above 
fome IfIands in thirty-four Fathoms j the 
Tide in the Narrow flowed five Miles an 
Hour not fa firia further up j much Ice 
came down with the Ebb j the Soundings 
as they went up were fourteen to forty-four 
Fathoms in the middle of the Channel; 
next Morning feveral of the Eskimaux 
Indians came on board, who had nothing 
to exchange but their old Clothes and twenty 
Gallons of Train Oyl j he gave them feveral 
Toys; he went higher about four Miles 
above fame Wands, and anchored in a Sound 
betwixt them and the North Shore in an 
Eddy Tide to be out of the way of the 
driving Ice, which went in and out with 
the Tide, and anchored in fixteen Fathoms j 

this he called Savage-Sound; the River 
above and below full of Ice; the J 5th he 
fent up the Lieuten:l11t with nine Men well 
armed with Provifions for forty-eight Hours 
in the eight-oared Boat to try the River; 
who returned on the 17th j he had ken up 
as far as the Ice would permit it, being fail: 

above, from Side to Side, he found the 
Depth above from feventy to eighty Fa
thoms. The 16th the Captain went a
thore on fame Wands, and found them 

C 4 bare, 
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bare, except fome lbort Gra[s and Mo[s ill 
the Valleys, and a little Sorrel and Scurvy..,. 
Grafs above High-Water Mark. They fct 
the fiibing Nets, but got no Filb; marry of 
his Men relapfed in the Scurvy, above half 
not ferviceable. The Tide. at the Mouth of . 
the River on change Days Bows four Hours, . 
and rifes from ten to fifteen Feet, Variation 
35°, Wefl: ; where the Lieutenant was, it 
flowed from the Southward,and rofe thirteen: 
Feet at Neap Tide. The Northern Indians.) 
he took from Churchill, knew nothing of 
the Country; 18th got the Ships into a 
fafe Cove, and moored in nine Fathoms and 
a half: The Captaill went up the River in 
the Morning w:th eight Men and the two 
Indians, and by eight at Night was got up 
fifteen l\Iiles: He faw the Tide flowed; 
twelve Fe-::t ,and a vVefl: Moon made High- : 
V{;.Iter; the Tide flowed from South South 
Eail:; the Indiom killed a Deer; they heard 
an uncommon crying in the Night, general
ly m~de by S.lvages, when they fee Strangers; 
19th by twoin the l\Torning went five Miles 
lli;her, and got into a fmall River or Sound 
fix or [even Miles wide, but how far it went 
up, they knew not; the main River was 
~~c;re fix or {even Leagues wide, but fo full 

of 
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of Ice they could not go much farther; 
the Lands on both Sides very high; he 
went upon one of the highefr Mountains 
twenty-four Miles above Sa'1Jagc-Ca'1Je where 
the Ships lay, from whence he could fee 

. where the Ships lay, and above eight Qr ten 
Leagues higher up than tne Place he was 
a~ ; he obCerved the River r!ln North by 
Weft by the Compafs, which Variation 
allowed was to Wefiward of North Weft. 
but it grew narrower in its C.ourCe upwards, 
and ,"as full of Ice; the 20th at !=igh~ in 
the Evening he returned on board with 
fix Deer, which the Indians had thot whilft 
11e WflS on Shore: He called that Place 
Deer-Sound; the Land is very mountai
npus and barren with Rocks of the marble 
kind ; in the Vales are a great many Lakes, 
\fith fame Grafs, and Numbers of large 
Deer, as big as a finall Horfe, twelve or 
thirtC'en Hands high ; upon Wands not half 
a Mile in ~ircuit, they generally faw a fmall 
Herd. . 

THE 2 I fi he feil down the River, which 
was frill full of Ice; within four Miles of the 
Entrance he got upon a high Hill, and 
faw the lVelcome fiill full of Ice from Side 
tp ~ide. 22d the lee very thick in the River 

2 above 
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above and below, and more drives in every 
Tide if the Wind comes from the Welcome: 
He fent his Lieutenant with the fix-oared' 
Boat up the River. 24th more Ice in the 
River than ev-eT; no fending a Boat down
wards. 25th Lleutenan t returned, after 
having been forty-eight Hours founding 
an.ong the Iflands near Deer-Sound he found 
the r ....... full of Ice; he brought three 
Deer w~" I' im, 26th fent the Lieutenant 
and Matter down to fel. It the Ice was clearer 
below and in the Wekome; Sovage-SfJunti 
is in Longitude 89<1. 28', Weft, Variation I 
3 SO • Weft; the Entrance of Wager River is 
in Latitude 65°· 23'. Deer Sound 65°, 50'. 
the Courfe from Savoge.Bav is North Weft 
by C':~r]f" which Vanation allowed is 
Weil by North. 27th Lieutenant returned, 
h,wing been carried out by the Ice and Tides 
fix or [even Leasues, and found the River 
below qujte choaked up with Ice, but thin
ner w1.c:n they got into the Welcome. 28th 
at one in the l\fternoon, the Lieutenant and 
Ma(l:cr went up the River to try if they could 
find out any other Way into the WelCfJltIt 
be fides that they came in at, on Account 
they had feen many black Whales and other 
:fiili the Time they were up lan, and none 

were 
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were feen where the Ships lay, nor any 
where below; he was likewife ordered to 
try Deer-Sound and every Opening to find 
whether the Tide came in any other Way 
than the Way they came in at; this he had 
Time to do, until the Ice cleared in the: 
Mouth of the River and Welcome. 29th 
he fent the Boat with eight fick Men and 
feveral that were lame with the Scurvy, to 
an Ifland about five Miles off, it having 
plenty of Sorrel and Scurvy-Grafs upon it, 
and left with them Tenting and other Ne
ceffaries; the Tide flowed twelve Fathom 
fix Inches; the Cc.ptain went up one of the 
higheft Hills, and found the River full of 
Ice below, but fomething thinner above. 
30th he perceived the Ice was all fail: be
low tbem, and for eight or ten Miles abo\'c 
them without the Iflands; but pretty clear 
without the Cove. 3 I ft abundance of Ice 
drove in from the lf7elcome and almoil: filled 
the Bay without them. 

THE J ft of Augull the Lieutenant and 
Mail:er came on board, having been fOl::r 
Days out, who [lid, they had been ten or 
twelve Le:~gues above,:: Deer-Sound; they 
faw a great many black Whales of the 
Whalebone kind.; they tried every Open-

in~ 
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ing they faw, and conflantly found the Tide 
of Flood came hom the Eafiward, or in at 
the Mouth of the River Wager. 2d they un
moored and warped out into Savage-Sound, 
and on the 4th by ten at Night got out of 
the River, the Ebb carrying them out at 
the rate of five Miles in an Hour, being 
clear of the Ice until they got out; it be
ing almoft calm put the Pinance a-head, and 
towed and rowed with the Ship's Oars. 
They were then in 65°. 38 '. and Long. 87·. 
7'. Weft, Variation 38°. Here they en
tered a new Strait North Weft of TFagf,. 
River, thirteen Leagues wide; the Entrance 
of Wager River is in Latitude 65° .24' Long. 
88°. 37'. the 5th they were in Latitude 66° .. 
J4'. Long. 86°. 281. Weft; the Strait there· 
was about eight or nine Leagues wide. 
17th failing among Ice, the South Eaft 
Coaft was low and ihingly [even Leagues 
long; at the N ort11 Eaft End of the Beach 
was a mountainous ragged Land like Part of 
llY4{on's-Strait; good Sounding here from 
twenty-five to forty-four Fathoms, Variation 
40°, Weft, the Tide comes from Eaft by 
North by the Compafs; the Tide runs very 
thong here with Eddies and Whirlings. 
6th tried the Tide, and fO\ll1d it came from 

the 
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the Eaft by South. the Point of the Breach 
at two was diftant four or five Miles i at 
half an Hour paft two, fent the Lieutenant 
alhore with the fix-oared Boar to try the 
Tide. and found it had ebbed two Feet; 
and the Flood came from the Eaftward at 
three, made a Signal for the Boat to come 
on board; at four faw a fair Cape or Head
land on the Weft or North Shore, bearing 
from him South Weft half South fix or 
feven Leagues, the Land trenched away 
from Eaft by North to North by Weft, 
making right Points of the Compafs; this 
gave them Joy, believing it the NorthPoint 
of America, and therefore he called it 
Cape Hope; they worked it through much 
ilraggling Ice all Night; in the Morning 
when the Sun cleared away the HJze they 
faw Land all rOllnd quite from the low 
Beach to the 'vVeftward of the North. 
meeting the Weft Shore and made a deep 
Bay, but to make fiue they kept their 
Courfe to the Cod of it until two;. next 
Afternoon when everyone faw plainly it 
was a Bay, and they could not go above fix 
or eight Miles farther, [0 trying the Tide 
feveral Times, and finding it always flack 
Water, they found. they h:d ovedhort the 
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Opening where the Tide came in at from 
the E;.tllward, the Variation here was 50°, 
This Bay at the bottom was fix or feven 
Leagues from Side to Side; very high Land· 
from thence to the frozen Strait Eaftward 
of them ; Soundings from fifty to one hundred 
and five Fathoms; they failed Eafiward out 
of the Bay; much Ice to the Eaflward. 

THE 8th, at ten in the Morning, the 
CJptJin went on Shore with the Boat, taking 
the Gunner, Ctrpenter, and his Clerk with 
him, to try if he could find from whence.the 
Flood came in to this Strait or Bay. At 
Noon Cape Rope bore North half Eafi five 
or fix Leagues, the Bay Wefi South Weft 
four Leagues; the Entrance of the frozen 
Strait amongfi the If1ands on the Eaft-fide 
bore Ea11: two Leagues, at four the middle 
of the frozen Strait bore Eaft South Eaft 
three Leagues; at half an Hour paft nine 
at Night he returned on board; he had 
travelled about fifteen Miles to the higheft 
Mountain that overlooked the Strait and 
Eafl: Bay on the other Side, and faw the 
Paifage the Flood came in at j the narroweft 
Part of this Strait is four Qr five Leagues, 
and five, fix, or feven in the broadefr, a1· 
Klo11 full of large and [mall lfiands, and in 

length 
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length about fixteen or. eighteen Leagues ; 
it ftretches South Eaft round to the South, 
and to the Weil;ward it was full of Ice not 
broke up, all faft to both Shoals and Ifhnds 
therein; he faw very high Land about 
fifteen or twenty Leagues Southward of the 
Place he was at, which he took to run to
wards Cape Comfort and the Bay, betwixt 
that and Wi!fOn's-Portland, being Part of 
Hudfln's North Bay; the Ice being not yet 
broke up it was refolved in Council to try 
the other Side of the .Wilcome, from Cape 
Dobbs to Brook-Cobham, to know if there 
was any Opening there, aud then return to 
England. 

Ta E 9th at two in the Morning they bore 
away; at three founded thirty-five Fathoms 
within a Mile of the Beach, fix Leagues to 
Cape Hope, and three to the Beach Point; 
they failed along the South Eaft Shore at 
three Leagues diftance, there being much 
Ice to Weftward almoft one third over; at 
four in the Afternoon Cape Dobbs bore North 
Weft, three fourths \-Veft by Compa(s, fix 
Leagues, at ten founded fifty Fathoms; at 
twelve, fixty to fixty-five. The loth at four 
in the Morning forty-three to twenty-five 
Fathom3 five Leagues £·om the Weft Land; 
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at eight lixty-fix to feventy Fathoms; then 
in Latitude 64°. 10'. Longitude 88°.66'. 
Weft; the Welcome here fixteen or eighteen 
Leagues wide; the extreme Part of the 
South Eaft Shore ftill in Sight bore from 
South to South EaH by Eaft diftant fix or 
{even Leagues. The 11th at four in the 
Morning forty-five to thirty-five Fathoms. 
the North Shore from North Eaft to North 
North Weft four or five Leagues difrant 
then about Latitude 64°. and Longitude 90°. 
53'. near the Headland; they kept as near 
as they could to the Shore to fee jf there was 
any Opening into the Land; twenty-five to 
thirty-five Fathoms; continued failing in 
Sight of the N ofth Shore from Cape Hope; 
at fouf in the Afternoon hauled off from the 
Shore to deepen the Water; at fix thirty
four to twenty-eight Fathoms; at eight 
thirty to forty, then lay by until Day-light; 
Soundings all Night from forty-four to fixty 

, Fathoms. At four on the 12th made fail; 
at fix frood in with the Head-land nine or ten 
Leagues to the Eafiward of Brook-Cobham; 
it bore then from them North Weft 1.>y North, 
five or fix Leagues ; founded fixty to forty
nine Fathoms; at ten forty-nine to nine 
Fathoms fianding into the Head-land; at 

twelve 
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twelve hauled off to deepen the Water, they 
were then in Latitude 63°.1.1-'. and Longitude 
92°. 25'. Weft He fays he found in coafl:
ing along the Shore of the Welcome from the 
frozen Strait to this Place, that it WJS a 
main Land. tho' there are feveral [mall 
Ifiands and deep Bays; this Headland; and 
the other, in Latitude 64°. makes a deep 
Bay; in their Paffage out, they did not 
fee the Bottom of it, as they did upon their 
Return; and by keeping clofe along Shore 
they faw many large black Whales, of the 
right Whalebone kind. 

THEY had from twenty to forty Fathoms 
off' Brook-Cobham, which at four in the Af
ternoon was Weft North Weft four Leagues 
diftant. 'the 13th he fent a-!hore to fee 
if he could water the Ships; the two 
Northern lndians went a·fuore in the Boat; 
the mand is three Leagues from the Main, 
feven Leagues long and three broad, all of 
hard wkite Stone like Marble. The 14th 
the Lieutenant returned with the Boat, 
and brought a Deer the Indium had 
1110t, and a white Bear; they faw kverai 
Swans and Ducks. The 15th rent the Boat 
for more Water, with the two Northern 
Indians, who were defirous of being left 

[(}] near 
r 



[9 0 ] The feveral Expeditions to 
near their own Country ; he gave them a 
fmall Boat, of which he taught them the 
Vfe, and loaded it with Powder, Shot, Provi ... 
£lons, Hatchets, Tobacco, and Toys of every 
kind he had on board. In the Afternoon the 
Boat returned on board, and brought an Ac
count, that by Marks left on the !hore, the 
Tide flows fometimes there twenty-two: 
Feet; they left the two Indians ailiore, 
who defigned to go to the main Land the 
fidl: Opportunity; the other Indian being 
oelirous of feeing England, he brought along 
with him, and the fame Day bore away for 
England. 

As the difpute which this Expedition oc
cafioned, is mentioned more tha.n once in 
the following Pages, and fome of the prin
cipal Points therein ftated and difcuifed, it 
is not all necetrary. that we fhould trouble. 
the Reader with them here. It may 
be fufficient to obferve, that this Voyage 
did not anfwer its Intentions, as it left the 
Controverfy juft where it was; for as on the 
one hand no Paifage was difcovered, fo 
the high Tide in the Wdcome was on the 
other no way accounted for. fince unknown 
Patrages and frozen Straits were Things nQt 
to be admitted; or if they were, would re-

movo 
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move the Difficulty but for a Moment; fince 
we muil: next enquire whence the Tide 
came that rolled through thefe Paffages ; 
and as this Enquiry would bring us to a Caufe 
demonil:rably incapable of producing {uch 
an Effetl:. it is only carrying us into a new 
Walk in the fame Labyrinth, inil:ead of 
leading us out. . In order to this. another 
Expedition was neceirary ; and another Ex
pedition was undertaken; of this we {hall 
prefently give an Account. In the mean time, 
it may not be amifs to conclude this Part 
with a few Obfervations upon what has been 
delivered in it. 

It is very evident from the Face of this 
Hillory, that for upwards of two Centuries 
and a half, an Opinion has prevailed amonglt 
the moll knowing and experienced Perfons, 
that there is a PafTage to the N orth Well j 

and this built partly upon Science, partly 
upon Tradition. By Science, I mean Rea
fon and Experience; and by Tradition, {uch 
Accounts of this PafTage as have been re
ceived upon uncertain Grounds; for if they 
had been certain, it would have been Hillo
ry. Now it is very hard to conceive how 
{uch an Opinion {bould maintain its Credit 
if it was not founded in Reality; for it is 
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an old and a true Maxim, that fpeciouJ 
Opinions endure but a iliort Time, wherea,s 
Truth is everlafting. In the next Place, i~ 
is evident, that FrobiJher, Da'Uis, Hudfon.. 
ButtolJ, and Baf!ine remained fully perfuad~ 
ed, notwithfl:anding their Difappointments.. 
that' fuch a PaiTage there was; and we 
cannot without manifeil Injury to their Me
mories di[pute that they were as competen~ 
Judges as any. It mufi howev~r be allow,:, 
ed, that there have been fome very wife 
Men that have differed from them in 0,; 
pinion; fuch for Example, as Sir Williolf} 
J.101!/hIZ, Capt. James and Capt. Middleton; 
belt as they have all given the World their 
R~a[ons for this, fo it is a thing indifputablc. 
th; rheirReafons have not proved fatisfaClo
ry to Men of equal Judgments; and the 
plain Cau[e of this is, that moO: of the Facts 
from which they rea[olled have been found 
l1pon Enquiry to be either u~certain or falfe ; 
Jc) that how jufily {oever they might argue 
from them, their Arguments cannot be al
lowed to be of much Weight. Lafily, we 
fee from this hifiorical Account, that no 
P.lfLge is to be hoped for in Dmii;'s-Straits; 
and the Rea(ons that iliew this, {hew at the 
fame Time th::.t a PaiTage m.lY be hoped 

for 
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faron the Weft Side of Hu4fon's-Bay; and 
therefore there, and there only, it is to be 
fought, and that too within a Space fo con
fined, that perfifting for a very few Years to 
examine the feveral Inlets within that Space, 
the Secret muft be difclofed. 

I T may very poffibly be objected, tha~ 
fame of thefe Inlets which were moft pro
mifing have been accordingly examined, 
and have proved either Rivers or Bays; and if 
thofe that in the Judgment of the Friends 
to this Undertaking promifed beft, have 
upon Search failed their ExpeCtation, why 
iliould they perfifi in their Notions and 
obfiinately demand fuch an Examination of 
the refi? It is faid, this ObjeCtion may be 
made; it might have been faid, it has been 
made, and infified upon as a thing decifive. 
which ought to fatisfy difinterefied and can": 
did Judges. . 

BUT in anfwer to this, there are three 
Things to be confidered; flrft, that the 
Friends to this Undertaking are in that re
pect fo to the Nation. What they demand 
is for the Benefit of the Public, which it has 
been before moficlearly1bewn will be a much 
greater Gainer by the Difcovery than they 
can hope to be from any Encouragements 

given 
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given, or Rewards which they may juftly 
~xpea. In this light therefore, it is not 
their Caufe, but that of the Nation ; and 
whoever doubted that public Utility iliould 
take place of private Intereft ? 

SECONDLr, if there is any Body ofPeo .. 
pie that difiike thefe Searches, it muft be for 
one of thefe two Reafons; either that they 
are convinced there is no fuch Paffage, and 
therefore judge it unreafonable, becaufe to 
no Purpofe ; or they know there is fueh a 
Paffage, and are determined to hide it. 
The latter without doubt is no Reafon at all; 
and the former is no better a Reafon, unlefi 
we are inclined to take their Word for it, 
which is what they have no Cau[e to ex
pea; and the lefs, becaufe it is in their own 
Power to put this Matter abfolute1y out of 
Difpute in one Summer by making Dif .. 
coveries over Land ; and if they will not do 
this to ferve the Public, why lhould they 
think it reafonable to refirain thofe that have 
at leaft a good Will to [erve it another Way? 
Befides, their oppofing this is actually an 
Injury to themfelves ; for while thefe Inlets 
are unfearched, the Pretence of a Difcovery 
will for ever hang over their Heads; whereas, 
if once ~arehed, and no Paffage found, the 
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Controverfy will be at an End, not for the pre
rent only, but for ever, at leafi with refpect 
to this Point. For whether a Trade granted. 
and Countries befiowed upon an incorporat_ 
ed B0dy in truft for the finding a North 
Weft Paffage for the common Benefit of the 
Subjects of this Nation, ought in Jufiice to 
remain to that Body, after it lhould appear 
that no fuch Paifage could be found, is ano
ther Point? which, bow much foever it may 
concern them, relates not to our prefent 
Subject; and therefore, here we {hall leave 
it with this fingle Remark, that whoever 
confiders what has been faid attentively, will 
be able to refolve himfelf a ~efiion, 

which has not been anfwered yet; and that 
is, how it can be the Interefi of any Set of 
Men, that this Point lhould remain for ever 
in fufpence, and the World hindered from 
clearing up the Doubt, whether there is, or 
is not a North Weft Paffage ? 

LA S T L r, though thefe Inlets have been 
fearched without finding a Paifage, yet this 
increafe.S the Probability that there is a 
Paffage, becaufe it plainly heightens the 
Impoffibility of finding a Body of Water 
capable of railing the Tide fo high in thefe 
Rivers and Bays without fuppofing a Com-
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munication with another Ocean, and there': 
fore thefe Difappointments ought to be {() 
far from diffuading from all future Attempts; 
that they ought to encourage us not to defift 
from this Defign; till, in Con{equence of fuc
ceffive and well conducted Enquiries~ this 
North Weft Paffage is found~ 

TH~ 
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THE 

SECOND PART: 
CON T A I N I N G. 

A clear and circum}lantial Account 
of the La}l Expedition, by the 
D 0 B B s- GAL LEY, and the 
CAL 1 FOR N 1 A, in I 746, and 
·I747~ 

T HE great ExpeCtation raifed in the 
. World, by the lall Expedition, for 

the Difto'IJery of a NORTH WEST 

Patrage; the Confequence of the Thing in 
itfelf, to the Welfare and Glory of this Na
tion; and the Zeal expreffed, for the Pro
{ecution of the fame Scheme, notwithfiand
ing this Expedition failed of Succefs; afford 
Reafons fufficient to expect, that many will 
be defirous of feeing a fair and full Relation 
of all that therein happened. Some perhaps 
may be moved by their Attention to the 
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Publick Service, and the Confideration of 
thofe Advantages, that are very rational~! 
expeCted from this Difcovery ; others from 
Reafons of a more private Nature; fuch as 
the Knowledge they may have of the Under
takers and Proprietors, or thofe employed 
by them, in the ConduCt of this Expedition; 
but perhaps, the greater Part, from that 
natural and laudable Curiolity which engages 
every fenfibIe Man, to feek the. bell Informa:
tion he can, in Reference to thofe Things, of 
which he holds it necdfary, to enquire ataI!. 
To gratify their ExpeCtations, to do J ullice to 
all concerned, and, as far as in my Power 
lies, to fet this Matter in it's true Ligh~, I 
have commenced Author; with' a fincerc 
Defign, to relate nothing but what I know. 
and, as far asI can, exactly as I know, with.' 
out Favour or AffeCtion, Prejudice or Pre
poifeffion, and without any other View, 
than that of contributing, by this Publi~ 
biformation, to the Public Good. 

But, previous to my Narration, it is ab
folutely neceifary, that I ihould give the: 
Reader fome Account of the M"eans, bJf: 
which it became in my pows:r, to explain 
the whole of this matter, in fo full and par
ticular a Manner, as Ihave promifed. AI. 
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the Time the Expedition was undertaken, I 
was in Italy, and upon my Return to Eng
land, had no Informa tion concerning it, till 
within four Days of the Time the Ship 
actually failed; and then met with it by 
Accident at Hertford': But at the fame 
Time was informed, that every thing was 
fettled, aU the Officers appointed, and little 
or no Reafon to expect, that it would be 
pollible for me, to have any Share in a Schema 
the moil: agreeable to my Inclination that 
could be. The Concern I expreifed upon 
this Occafion, and the Paffion that llhewed 
for an Opportunity of exerting myfelf 
in fo glorious a Defign, having reached 
the Ear~ of fome of the principal Propri
etors, they thought proper to fend for 
and difcourfe with me upon the Sub
jett; from whence I came to have a very 
clear and difiintl: Account of their whole 
Proceedings to this Time; the Subfiance of 
which, it is neceifary that I lhould relate, as 
it will afford many Lights, highly requifite 
to the perfeCt Underfianding of what is fet 
down in the following Pages. 

THE long and warm Difpute between 
Ao,-thuT Dobbs, Efq; and Captain Middleton, 
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in reference to the Voyage made for the 
DiJcovery of a North We) PafTage into the 
South Sea, at the Infiance of the former, 
and under the Direction of the latter, hav
ing brought the Matter to be very dofely 
and thoroughly examined; the Confequence 
of this was, that the Arguments of Mr. 
Dobbs, in Support of fuch a PafTage, ap
peared of fuch Weight, that many generous 
and public fpirited Perfons were inclined 
to give their Affifiance, for the Profecution 
of this Defign; and fo highly probable it 
was efieemed, that the Legijlature, after 
mature Deliberation, condefcended to en
courage the Undertakers, by offering a Re
ward of 'I wenty 'IhouJand Pounds, in cafe 
the Difcovery was made. Things being thus 
far advanced, and a great Spirit appearing 
amongft thore who were the beft Judges of 
the Nature of the Undertaking, as well as 
the fitteft to promote it, a Subfcription was 
opened for the raifing of Ten Thoufond 
Pounds; which Sum it was thought would 
anfwer the nece1fary Expence of the inten
oed Expedition, and it was propored to di
vide the whole into a Hundred Shares of 
One Hundred Pounds each. The Scheme 
thus reduced into Method, met with a rea-

dy 
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. dy and chearful Acceptance, and a Commit
tee was named for carrying Things into Ex
ecution, by purchafing and equipping two 
Ships proper for fuch a Defign, and that with 
as much Difpatch as was praClicable, that a 
Trial might be made; and in cafe of Suc
cefs, the Britifo Nation put as Coon as pofii
ble, into the Po1feffion of that valuable and 
extenfive Commerce, which, it was demon
{hated, mull: arifl! from the Difcovery of this 
new PaJlage. 

THE Ships bought by the Committu, 
were one of One Hundred and Eighty 'Tons 
Burthen, called the DOBBs-GALLEY; and 
the other of One Hundred and Forty Tons. 
which was called, the CALIFORNIA. Each 
of thefe Vefl'"els was perfeCtly well repaired 
and ll:rengthened, and in all RefpeCls fitted 
as well as could be de fired, for the Voyage 
on which it was intended they lhould pro
ceed. They had alfo a fufficient Q!!antity 
ofProvifions, military and naval Stores, with 
fuch Goods as were fit for Prefents to the 
Inhabitants of the Countries that might be 
difcovered, put on board them in fufficient 
Q..uantity, and a! good in their refpeClive 
Kinds, as it was poffible to procure. Th~ 

piligence ufed in- equipping thefe V dfeJs was 
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{uch, that the Care of the Committee out
ftript the coming in of the Subfcriptions, 
fa that they fell fomewhat thort of the ne
ceffary Supply; which was fa far from either 
difcouraging or abating their Endeavours,that, 
on the contrary, the Gentlemen compoting 
that Committee, came to a full RefolutioQ of 
not letting the SeaCon pafs, and therefore made 
up out of their own Pockets the Deficiency 
of the Subjcriptiolt, towards defraying the 
Expence for the Ou tfet of th is Voyage. 

WHEN Thin~s were in this Forwardncfs, 
it became abfolutdy ncceffary to think 
of fixing the Command; and accordingly 
that of the Dobbs- Galley was given to Mr. 
lVi/Ham Moor; and that of the California to 
Mr. Francis Smit!>. Application was like
wife made to the Lords of the Admiralty,. 
in Favour of the Officers and Seamen, which. 
{bould ::ngage in this Expedition; and as, 
that Board had always thewn a parti<:ulari 
At~t'ntion to, and given the utmofl: Encou
ragement for, the Pro[ecution of this De
ugn, when formerly applied to; [0 upon 
this Occa.fion, their Lordthips granted .Pro
teCtions to all that thould embark on board 
thefe Ships for three Years. That no ,poffi
hIe Encouragement might be wanting to 

keep 
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keep up the Spirits of the People, under the 
many Difficulties tn which, from the very 
Nature of the Undertaking •. they mull: ine
vitably be expofed. or Means left untried to 
quicken the Endeavours, for the Difcovery 
of a P qfJage; beiides the extraordinary Wages 
that were given, Premiums were fettled in 
Cafe of Succefs, proportionable to the Rank 
of all the Perroris on board. Thus the 
Captain was to have Five Hundred Pounds; 
each of the Mates' 'T'lRJO Hundred Pounds; 
and every other Officer and Seaman, a Re
ward fuitable to his Station. Over and above 
all this, in Cafe they were ro tortunate as to 
take any Prizes, they were to be entirely 
their own; [0 that it is not ealy to conceive, 
how greater Encouragements could be given, 
or better Methods contrived than thefe, for 
fecuring the Prorperity of the Voyage. 

I T has been already obferved, that the 
Gentlemen of the North We)l Committee took 
a very prudent as well as generous Method 
to· avoidlofing the Searon; a~d that this 
might have it's full Effe[t, they were fo affi
duous about the Undertaking, that by the 
Beginning of May. everything was in per.;. 

- feet Order, and the Ships ready to dep'art; 
. and 'on the tenth' of the fame Month, they 
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fell down the River to Gravefentl, where 
the Captains were to receive their Infiruc
tions, and where thefe Ve1Tels were aCl:uaUy 
lying when the firfi News of this Expedition, 
and the Preparations made for executing it, 
came to my Knowledge. It may be eafily 
conceived, that tho' I heard all this with the 
utmofi SatisfaClion in one RefpeCl:, yet it 
gave me the mofi fcnfible Regret in ano
ther; from which, however, I was foon re
lieyed, by an unexpeCl:ed Propofal, not only 
of going the Voyage, but of having a Com
mand. The former I willingly accepted; 
for the Novelty, the Profit, and above all 
the Honour attending this Expedition, filled 
me with the mofi eager Defire of having a 
Share in it; but the latter, tho' accufiomed 
to a Sea-faring Life, I abfolutely refufed; as 
not having the Vanity to fuppofe myfel£, 
who, as yet, was without Experience of 
Northern Seas and Northern Climates, equal 
to fo great a Trull. 

IT was then agreed that I lhould go the 
Voyage, in quality of Agent for the Commit
tee, without being obliged to any Duty, or 
fubjeCt to any Command, but what was im
pofed upon me by their InjlruClions; the 
principal Articles of which were that I . . , 
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lhould make exaCl: Draughts of all the new
difcovered Countries, the Bearings and Oi
fiances of Head-Lands; that I lhould mark 
the Soundings, Rocks, and Shoals upon the 
Coafts; affift in that material 13ufinefs of 
determining th~ feveral Circumftances at
tending Tides, fuch as their Time, Height, 
Force, DireCtion, CSe. as alfo to examine the 
Saltnefs of the Water, to obferve the Varia
tion of the Compafs, to take Notice of the 
different Natures of the Soil, and to collect, 
to the utmofi: of my Power, Metals, Mine
rals, and all kinds of natural Curiofities. 
The Reader will from hence difcern how far 
it lies in my power to execute what I have 
undertaken, in publilhing this Account, as 
as well as how natural it was for me to un
dertake it; and he will judge of the Pain that 
our want of Succefs gave me, I will not call 
it Difappointment, becaufe my Hopes arid 
Expectations are fi:ill the fame they were: I 
fay, he will the petter judge of my Chagrin 
from the following Circumftance in my Be
haviour; that in eighteen Hours from the 
Time this Affair was mentioned, I was ac
tuallyon board the Ships at Graveflnd. 

IT is now Time that I lhould give you the 
Captains Infi:ruCl:ions, which, as I have told 

I you 
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you, they waited for, and received there, 
and which were conceived in the foHoWing 
Terms, viz. ' 

INSTRUCTIONS for Captain William 
Moor, of the Dobbs Galley, and 
Captain Francis Smith, of theCa
lifornia, fitted out for the Difco
very of a Pa.IJage to the We.ftern 
and Southern Ocean of America, 
through Hudfon's Straits. 

c you are to fail in Company, with 
c the greateft difpatch, fi·om the Ri. 
c ver of Thames to the Southward of Capt 
, Farewell in Groen/and, keeping clear of 
, the Ice near that Cape, and then fieer your 
, Courfe to the Entrance of Hudfln's Strait, 
, betwixt Rifolution and Button's IJles North .. 
, ward by the Orkneys. 

, I N cafe of Separation, before you quit 
, the Britijh Coafi, your firfi Place of Ren
, dezvous {ball be at CairjJoru,n in the Ork
'ne~s, or fuch other Place as the Convoy 
< {ball appoint; but that Stop not to be above 
, forty-eight Hours, in cafe Wind and Wea
ether permit your prQceeding upon y?ur 
~ Voyage. ' THE 
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( THE fecondRendezvous to be Eaftward. 

( of Rifolution ijles, in cafe the Ice be not fe
( parated enough to enter with Safety into 
( the' Straits; but if the Paffage be fafe, then 
, no't to wait above a Day or two, unlefs it 
'1110uld happen about the Height of the: 
'.Spring Tides, when it is not fafe to enter. 
, whilft the Tides are fo rapid~ but rather 
( wait 'a few Days, until the Tides and Cur
e rents are flower. In your Paffage through 
c the Straits, keep neareil: the North Shore. 
e unti1 Y9u pars the Savage ijlands, keeping 
c within a reafonable Diil:ance of each other. 
• within hearing of your Guns or Bells, if 
c. pollible, to affift each other, if any Acci
• dent happen in the Ice. 

e IN cafe of any Separation in the Straits, 
( let your next Rendezvous be at Diggs ijle. 
• or at Cary's-fwans-ntft, the firil: only wait
e ing for the other two Days; and if you 
e lhould not meet there, the firil: to leave a 
C Pole, or Heap of Stones; ereCl:ed near the. 
e moil: remarkable Head-Land, with a Let
C ter, lettir:g the oJher know you had pafTed, 
C and when you failed from thence towards 
e your n(JXt Rendezvous. ~ 

: e UPON making Cary'i-/·wan's-ne.ft, if the 
~-Wind iliould be contrary I anchor for a Tide 

~ Qr 
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, or two, and carefully obferve the DireCl:ion, 
C Velocity, Height, and Time of the Tide, 
C in cafe you are together, but if the Wind 
C be fair to make any Part of the North Weft 
C Coaft, from Pijlol-Bay in 62°. 30' to 
C Wager-Strait, then fix your next Rendez
c vous as you thall agree upon it in Council, 
C either at Deer-Sound in Wager-Strait, if 
t jf you puth for that Pa1fage, or at Mayhle
C ljIand, in cafe the Winds are more favou
t rabIe, and the Sea clear of Ice; but when
, ever you fall in with Land, on that Coa{t~ 
, try the DireCtion and Time of the Tide; 
, and in cafe of meeting the Flood from the 
C Wefiward. and you thould find a fair 
C Opening free from lee, then fail in~o it 
c with Caution, keeping your Boat a-hel1d, 
C without delaying to make either Wager
c. Strait or PiJlol-Bay. 

C BUT if you thould firft make Wager
• Strait, and meet at your laft Rendez
c vous at Deer-Sound, fince none can be 
c afterwards appointed; then fail direCtly 
• to the Wefiern Bluff Rankin was at, 
c keeping in the main Channel, North of 
c the Hlands he pa1fed. and there again carc
'fully try the Dired:ion, Height, and 
, Time of the Tide j and if you fil,ld it ear
~ lier. or the Flood come from the Weft-

~ard. 
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'ward. or South Wefiward, then boldly 
c pulh into the Opening, and follow it to 
, whatfoever Wefierly Point it leads, keep
, ing carefully, if narrow, your Boats a
c head founding, obferving the Tides, Depth, 
C Saltnefs of the Water, Variation, noting 
C in your Chart the Latitude of all Head
C Lands, and taking the Bearings of the 
C Land, and Appearance from your Ships, 
C looking out forCoves or Harbours to lhelter 
e in, in cafe you lhould have foul Weather 
• or contrary Winds. 

c IN cafe you meet the Flood Tide, and pars 
e the narrow Part of Wager-Strait; upon get
C ting into an open Sea, you may depend upon 
e an open Pa1fage, and boldly proceed South 
cWefierly, or more Southerly or Wefierly, 
e as the Lands may lie, keeping the American 
C Land in View to the Larboard; and in cafe 
e afterwards of· coming into any Opening. 
• with Land in View on both Sides, then 
c you mufi carefully obferve the Tide, whe
e ther you meet it, or the Flood follows you 
e in, that you may know whether you are 
e embayed, or whether it be a Pa1fage thro' 
• broken Lands or Wands, and proceed ac
e cordingly, or return and keep more Wefi
~ cdy. If you fiad a South Wej/ Tide of 

~ Flood, 
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C Flood, after paffing a~ f.lr as 62° North 
e Latitude beyondWager-.~trait ,then you may 
e be [ure you have pa([ed the mofi Northerly 
• Cape of'the North Wefl Continent of Ame
, rica, and may boldly fail to any warm 
e Latitude Southward of 50° to winter in, 
e making careful Obfervation of Rocks, 
e Shoals, &c. in your Paifage, fixing the 
e Latitudes of all Head-Landsin your Charts. 
C and the computed Longitude~, according 
e to the Parallel you are in. 

C IN cafe you lhould chufe to make Tri:tl 
, firfi at Piflol-Bay, or Rankin's-Ilifet, near 
• Marble-IjIand, and thould there find a WejI 
, or North Weft Tide, and the Opening con .. 
e tinue Wefierly, the fame Inftrucrion here 
• given for your Obfcrvation in pailing Wa
c ger-Strait, will be equally good to follow 
, in that Opening, fince both mufi coincide 
e in 62°. for wherever, upon trying the 
C Tide, you are convinced it flows from the 
'Weflward, and you find it earlier, you may 
• depend on having an open and largePa([age. 
• as the Ocean cannot be far diftant, to raife 
• fuch great Tides on the North Wdi of the 
• Bay. 

, IF ,after pailing any of the Openings,yod 
C find a clear Sea, and 110 Obftrucrion, un

e til 
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• til you get to 50° North Latitude, then 
, fray the Winter there, if it 1hould overtakct 
• you before you get farther to theSouthward; 
• but if the Winds and Weather permit, 
• fail as far to the Southward as 40° at leaftJ 

• which will be in a finer and warmer Cli-
• mate for wintering, and at the fame 
• Time will compleat the Difcovery; in thia 
, cafe, chufe a navigable River, or fafe Cove 
'or Harbour, if you apprehend no Danger 
'from the Natives, and they appear to be 
C humane and civilized; but in cafe of any 
, Apprehenfion of Variance with them, 
C which mufi be carefully.avoided, then en
, deavour to winter, in a fafe Harbour in any 
C fertile woody Ifland at a proper Dillance 
c f(Om the Continent, W]lG::' you may lie 
c in fafety from any Surprize from the N a
, tives, yet fiill keeping as regular Watch, as 
'in an Enemy's Cocntry. ' 

• IN cafe you meet any Savages in pailing 
, Hudfon's Straits, make no Stay to trade 
, with them, but give. them fame trifling 
, Prefents, fuch 8.S they efieem. After pa[
e fing the Bay, in cafe you meet any Eski
'maux Indians in the Openings, endea
, vour to gain their Friend!hip by Pre[ents; 
, and in cafe they have any thing to trade, 

, don't 
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C don't refufe it, but rather encreafe their good 
• Opinion of you, by giving them more for 
c their Fum, &c. than is ufually given by 
e the Company, in fuch Goods as they chufe, 
e fo as to fix a Friendlhip with them for the 
• future; but make no longer Stay there 
e than is necefrary to afcertain the Tides. 

• IF, upon paffing thofe broken Lands 
e on the N orth Weft of the Bay, you get 
e more Southerly than 60°, and find other 
• Nations of Savages more civilized than 
• the Eskimaux, fuch as the Northern In-
• dians, endeavour to gain their Friendlhip 
• more effectually with Prefents, and refufe 
c not any cafual Trade, in cafe you are forced 
• into Harbour by bad Weather; in fuch 
I cafe give them to know, that in your re
C turn next Spring, you thould be glad to 
, meet and trade with them there, upon be
e neficial Terms to them, and enter into an 
C Alliance, or Treaty of Friendthip with 
c them; but by no means ftop to trade whilft 
c Wind and Weather permit you to proceed. 
C In all fuch Parts as you thall fiop at, if 
c uninhabited, take Pofreffion of the Lands 
c in the Name of his Majefty of Great-Bri
e tai", as firft PofiC:1for, erecting a Monu
~ ment of Wood or Stone, with an Infcrip-

, cion ,,--
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• tion upon it, giving a Name to each Harbour 
, River, Head-land, or Hland, you come to. 

, BUT if you {hould meet with any 
'civilized fixed Inhabitants, avoid giv
, ing them Umbrage by taking Poffellion. 
C unlefs, upon your Return, they ihould 
c give you a PoBellion of Lands by Confent. 
, to induce you to fix a future Trade there. 
, Take none of the Natives on board by 
'Force, to bring home; but if they frlOuld 
, offer themfelves voluntarily, in Exchange 
, for any who may be fent frol11 hence to be 
C left in the Country, to bc:come Interpreters 
, hereafter, and to preferve thelf Friendfhip, 
, don't rcfufe to bring them to England. In 
, cafe of your leaving any in the Country, 
c they mull be allowed fuch Trifles as may 
, ingratiate them to the Natives; and fuch 
c Seeds or Roots of Grain, Pulfe, Garden
C fiuff, or Trees, as are not to be found in thofe 
, Parts; allowing them alfo Paper, Pens, and 
, Ink, to make Obfervatiom on the Climate, 
, Trade, &c. of the Country. 

, AFTER palling thro' the broken Lands, 
, if black Whales are ftill feen, and in Au
, guji, or September, are dire8:ing theirCourf.e 
'South-wefterly, that would be a farther 
'Demonftration of a navigable Paffage to 

I ' the 
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e the Weftern Ocean, to which they are 
e then diretl:ing their Courfe. 

e I N cafe you proceed fuccefsfully South. 
e ward, from 60° towards 50° and touch at 
e any Port or River, where there are civi~ 
e lized Inhabitants, who refi<ie in Towns 
e and Villages, and do not lead an erratic Life, 
c you muft act with great Caution and Pru
e deflce, giving no Caufe of Offence; and if 
e they appear friendly, and defire Friend. 
c lhip, cultivate it by Prefents, without pat
e ting yourfelves in their Power; but if they 
e appear in an hofiile Manner, don't attempt 
c to land, but avoid the Coaft, yet without 
• lhewing any fign of Fear; and in cafe they 
e {bould offer to attack you, endeavour fira 
e to terrify them with your great Guns, be
e fore you attempt to kill any, which you 
e muft only do in cafe you are forced to it in 
e your own Defence, and then avoid the.Coaftr 
c until you get farther to the Sooth ward, a
~ mong more friendly Indiam. 

, I N cafe you lhould come to numerous 
e Nations, ufed to trade in Ships of Burthen~ 
C afForce, and that they incline to be Ene
e mies, avoid the Coaft, in cafe you have an 
C open Sea; but if you lhould be engaged 
~ among Ifiandsin.whkh you might find Diffi-

~ culty 
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c culty to a void them, or to proceed fo far as to 
( perfect the Difcovery, then, if it be not too 
, late in theSeafon, return with fuch account, 
e which will be fufficient to prove that you 
e, traded in another Ocean different from ours; 
c lell: by wintering among them, any Accident 
, 1hould happen to prevent your Return., 

, BUT in cafe you {hould ha ve proceed
i: ed Southward fo far as to Winter in a. 
, warm Country, then find out fome mand, 
e not frequented by the Natives of the Conti
~ nent, to winter in, and fecure your Ships; 
C which ifit be a woody ferti! mand in Spring, 
~ by way of keeping the Men in Exercife, 
C clean a Piece of Ground for a Garden, and 
, fow fach Seeds of Grain, Pulfe, or Trees, as 
C you may carry from hence, for the Ufe of 
C the Natives, if any be there, or fuch who' 
e hereafter may go there from England; 
( leaving tame Fowl, Pigs, &c. if any be"on 
• board; and carefully obferve fush different 
C kinds of Trees and Plants, as are unknown 
( here, or different from ours in Europe. ,Ill 
C cafe you 1hould winter on the Well: Coalt 
I of America, {hort of Cape Blanco, in Lat. 
e 42° North, early in Spring, in March, af .. 
• ter the Equinox, when Wind and Weather 
! is feafonable, proceed in the Difcover~" 

1 .;, ~ untIl 
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'until you get to the Southward of 40·,' 
, which will compleat it; and upOn your 
e Return to the North-Eafiward, as Summer 
e advances, make eafy Sail, and obferve the 
, whole Coaft on the North Weft of Ameri· 
e co; making careful Obfervations of all the 
e Rivers, Bays, Head-Lands, &c. making 
e Charts, drawing t.he Bearings of the Lands, 
e and Views from the Ships; with the Tides, 
e Soundings, and Variation of the Compafs; 
e making Alliances with the Natives, and fix
e ing a Commerce with them upon profitable' 
e Terms to Britain, and equitable to them, 
e according to their Value and Efieem for' 
C our Goods or ManufaCtures; this will fu1I1 
e employ the Months of April, May, and 
C June, fo as to get to 62° by the latter End 
C of July, and thence repafs the Bay and 
'Strait the Beginning of Augu/l. In cafe 
c the Ships {bould feparate after your Jaft 
c Rendezvous near Deer Sound, or Marble 
'ljland, after pailing thro' the Openings 
'to We1l:ward, let each, independently. 
e endeavour to make Qut the Paffage, with
e out w.,iting for the other, and appoint 
• their next Rendezvous at -aoy IOand or 
• Harbour nearen to 40~ o.n the Back of 
~ Califomia. and in cafc ,either {bould Win-

e ter 
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'. ter {hort of that, and more Northerly thAll 
f 54-", then endeavour to hire forne Indians 
~ to crofg the Country to Churchill River, or 
• York Fort, or },U/Oil'S River, with Letters 
f direCted to the Lords of the Admiralty, 
f and to the Secretary of the North 'Vea 
C Committee, giving an AbfiraCt: of your 
, Difcoveries 'till that Time, with a Promife 
C of a fufficient Reward to any of the Sailors 
~ who will accompwy them, and carry 
• them in the Company's Ship to England, 
c to prevent their being fiifled at tbe Factory, 
, in calc any Misfortune ilioul.:! happen to 
f 'prevent the Ship's Return next S~afon. In 
, cafe, by any Accident, or unforefec:n Diffi
e Ctllty~ the Ships ihould not be able to fail 
, beyond or Wefrward of Piflol Bay, or Wa
, ger Strait, fo as to get no farther South 
, than Lat. 58 or 60 North; or, upon Trial, 
~ find no Opening or Paffage thro' thofe 
'broken Lands or Il1ands, to Wea
, ward, or to South Weil:ward, and iliould 
• .no~ meet, after pailing thefe broken Lands, 
, any Tide of flood coming from the Weil:. 
: ward; tLen, after Trial made, and full 
, Proof of it \0 the Satisfaction of the Coun. 
, aI, or the major Part of them, then you 
~ ~re forthwith to return to Londoll, with-

1 ~ 'olH 
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c out Wintering in any part of the Bay, ill 
c order to prevent unnece1fary Expenees. to 
, the Adventurers. If you meet a~ of the 
'Eskimaux, or Northern Indians, after piC .. 
~ fing Wager-Strait, or PijiQI-Bay, mak~ 
c particular Enquiry, by Sign~, if they know 
c whereabouts the Copper Mine is; and il1 
c cafe you iliould perfect the Difcovery of 
, the Paffage, and winter there, upon your 
c Return in July, when you are near 60°, 
c make a more il:rict Enquiry and SearCh; 
C and if you find it, bring home fame of the 
, Ore, to be fmelted and affayed here. 

c TH E Council, in all Difficulties where 
, Doubts m·ay arife upon the moil: prodene 
C Method of proceeding to make out the DiC
e covery, is to confiil: of the Captains, Mr. 
, Henry Ellis, the Surgeons and Mates of 
e each in one Council, when they can meet; 
c and if feparated, then the faid Officers of 
e each Ship, in which the Majority, are to de
c term inc it. And if any material Difference 
C p!0uld happen, relating to the· Profecuti~ 
, of the Difcovery, the Minority may fign 
c the Reafons for their Difference of Opini
! on, to juil:ify them in their Di1fent. 

C You 
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~ You are defired to keep regular Minutes 
cof all your Copfultations, which iball be 
• figned by .three or more of the Council 
• before they break up: And that you keep 
• fair Copies of all your Proceedings, which, 
, at the Return of your Voyage (or fooner, 
, if you have an Opportunity by theHudjon's
e Bay Ships) thall be fealed up by three of 
e the Council, and tranfmitted by Poll to 
, Mr. Samuel Smith, Secretary k> the Com
e mittee, in Cateaton-Street, upon your Ar
• rival in any Part of Great-Britain or lrfl
, land. 

THESE InllruCtions I have given at large, 
that the Reader might have an Opportunity 
of feeing, not only how well they were 
c.alculated, to anfwer the Defign of regula
ting the Conduct of thefe Commanders, in 
this particular Voyage; but how clearly alfo 
they point out the Nature of the Expedition, 
and the Means of accompli/11ing it; as well 
as the fincere Intentions, of thofe who con-

. tri~ed them, to execute in the moll: eff~c
tual Manner, what had been fo well and 
[0 wifely concerted, for the Public Benefit. 

BUT it is now Time to refume the Thread 
of our Narration. 

I 4- TIn 
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TH E Ships fitted out for this Expedition, 
fell down from Gravefend to. the Hope, on 
the 20th of May, '746; and lay there till 
the 24th of the fame Month, but in the 
mean Time the Veffels in the Service of the 
I-ludjiJlZ's-Bay Company, and his Majefty's 
Ship the Loo of Forty Guns, intended for 
our Convoy, were failed from the Norl j 
upon Advice of which, the Ships bound for 
the Di[covery followed them, with all pof
fible Diligence, in Hopes of joining them 
at Yarmouth j and accordingly Clme up with 
them in HouJeley Bay, where we received 
our InftruCtions from the Convoy. UpOIl 
the 27th we anchored in Yarmouth Roads; 
the Ca1bf(;nzia having received fome littl~ 
Damage in her Paffage, ftaid to refit tilt 
the 31ft, when the Commodore made a, 
Signal to weigh, which was done accordingly, 
in Company with the four Ships for Hud
Jon's-Bay, and fome others bound to the 
Northward and Weftward. 

THE 1ft of June we paired by S~arbo-: 
rough, and the 2d anchored a-breall: of 'Iin .. 
mouth Came; here our chief Mate left us, 
or rather we left him, for he went ailiore, 
and in the mean Tim~ the Convoy v,:eighed~ 

we 
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we made Signals, and fired Guns, for his 
coming off, but to no Purpofe, fo we failed 
without him. The 5th we fell in with twC) 
Dutch Men ()f War, which faluted the Loo, 
and the as ufual returned the Compliment. It 
being very tempefiuous, and having contrary 
Winds, on the 6th, the Man of War and 
Fleet bore away for Ham.Sound, in the 
Ifles of Orkney, and anchored in Kirkwall
Bay that Evening, and the next Morning at 
Catjlon in the Ifland of P011l01lfl, where we 
found the Shark Sloop, Captain MiddletOi1~ 

and the California at Anchor; from the 
latter of which we had feparated the Night 
before we entered Ham Sound. Here we 
recruited ourfelves with Water, freth Pro .. 
vilions, and what other NecefTaries we had 
Occafion for. 

THE 12th, Captain Middleton (nowap
pointed our Convoy, by Commodore Smtth, 
upon his Arrival at Car:flol1) made a Signal 
to weigh. All Things be-in; prepared, and 
the Wind fair, the Fleet get c"der .Sail. and 
were clear of the IDe that E, ::'ling. The 
J 5th we pad the Illes to the '.7 efiward of 
Hfl),head, called Roan and Bun <1, frem 
whence we took our Departure. Th;; 17th , 
\:Ieing apout 60 Leagues to the Wefiward o~ 

. thofe 
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thofe mes, the Convoy after receiving and 
anfwering the Salutes of the HudJon's-B.J . 
Ships, and ours, left 'us to profecute our 
Voyage, and returned to the Orkneys. 

ON the 18th, we loft Company with the 
Hudfon's-B4J Ships, which were the laft we 
faw for that Year. The California and 
we being now left by ourfelves, Signals were 
compofed and agreed on, for the _ better 
keeping Company; and proved, in the 
Cornfe of the Voyage, very ufeful in that 
RefpeCl:. There was nothing occurred bu~ 
the common Circumftances of the Winds 
and Weather, till the 21ft at Night, when 
a terrible Fire broke out in the greiU: Cabin 
of the Dobbs, and quickly made it's Pro.
grefs to the Powder-Room, which was diO' 
recUy underneath it, ane where there were 
not lefs than thirty or forty Barrels of Pow .. 
der, befides Candles, Spirits, Matches, and 
all manner of Combuftibles. It is impoffi
hIe to exprefs the ConfuCIan and Confter .. 
nation this Accident occafioned: The dan
gerous Place the Fire was in, gave every 
cme on Board the greateft Rearon to expeCt, 
that Moment, or the next at moil, was 
their laft. You might hear on this Occa
il;ln, aU the Varieties of Sea-Eloquence; 

1 Cries~ 
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Cries, Prayers, Curfes, and fcolding, min-

, gled together j yet this did not prevent proper 
Meafures being taken to fave the Ship, and 
oQr Lives. Water in great Abundance was 
paffed along, and properly applied, and all 
other Methods ufed by thofe, who, in fpite 
of thefe Difiurbances, frill preferved their 
Reafon. But as for the Crew in general, 
their Apprehenfions fuggefted to them a Va
riety of Expedients, which without weigh- : 
ing or confidering, they one Moment endea
voured to execute, and the next abandoned 
through Difiraction or Ddpair. Some were 
for hoifring out the Boats j accordingly the 
Lalhings were cut for that Purpofe, but 
none had Patience fuffici"ent to join and 

, hoifi them out j others were for fetting 
more Sail, to come up with the CaJifl1"nin, 
at this Time, at a great Difiance a-head. 
that if any thould be alive after the Ship's 
being blown up, they might have a Chance 
of faving themfelves aboard of her. Though 
this was very chimerical, confidering our 
Condition, the Reefs were turned out of 
the Topfails, which with great Difficulty 
were properly fet. In the midft of all this 
Hurry, the M.m at the Helm, reflecting 
on his Situation, and thinking it more 

dreadful 
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dreadful than any other Pc:;rfons, having the 
Fire and Powdtr immediately under him, 
was quite diftraCted and thoughtlefs of hiJ 
Charge: fo that Imagination cannot paint 
a wilder Scene, than was now exhibited a
board of us. 

THE Ship was now Head to Wind, and 
. the Sails lhaking an~ making a Noife like 
Thunder; then running right before it, anq 
rolling, every Body upon Deck waiting, anc~ 

that too in an Agony mixed with a kind of 
Impatience, for the Blaft, that lDU.ft have put 
an EQq to our Fears and Uncertainties, 
At length the Fire was happily extinguiilied. 
and with it our Perplexities. There is cer.,. 
tainly no one thing aboard a Ship. that re .. 
quires fo much Attention, as the Care requi
fite to prevent Fire, as we had like fatally to 
have experienced, and as many feel daily, 
This Accident happened through the Negli .. 
gence of the Cabin-Boy, who was left to 
take Care of the Candle; the Captain. and 
Officers being on Deck, he forgot it, 
and the Confequence was what I have re .. 
lated. Hence, till the 27th, nothing hap .. 
pened remarkable. We then fell in wjtl~ 
great ~antjties of low Ice, in Lat. 58°'30°, 
l\> the Eaftward of Cape Farewdl in Groell .. 

land, 
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hnd, where having alfo very foggy Weather, 
we had like to have 10ft Company with the 
Caltfornia; but we luckily rejoined her, 
when the Weather grew f.'lir, and both 
Ships ftanding to the Southward, [oon got 
clear of the Ice. 

W E failed for fometime after this, thro' 
Abundance of Drift-Wood, that i", Pieces of 
pretty large Timbedloating at Sea; a Thing 
which, as we cannot avoid obferving, fo wilh 
a reafonable Proportion of Serioufnefs in a 
Man's Temper, it is impoifible to obfen-e, 
without falling into a long Train of Reflec
tion ; becau(e no fatl:isfaClory Account has 
been hitherto given, from whence this Drift
Wood {bould come. All the Accounts we 
have of Groenland, of the Coafts of Davis's, 
and of Hudfln's Streights, however c they 
differ in other Things; agree in this; that 
no Timber grows to the Size of this Drift
Wood, in any of thoie Parts, and therefore 
it has been judged, that wherever it came 
from, it could not be from any of them. 
Some have perfuaded themfelves, that it muO: 
be driven hither from NOr7.R.'ay; and others 
fro~ the Eaft Coaft of '['erra de Labrador, 
in North America; but I mul! own neither 
8f thefe Accounts appear probable to me; 

for 
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for as the North Wefterly Winds prevait 
much in thefe Parts, they would prev.ent 
its coming from Nor'way ; as on the othet 
Hand, the fhong Currents fetting out of 
Davis and Hut!fon's Straits, Southward. 
muft hinder it's Paffage from the Coaft of 
America into thefe Seas .. 

THE Relation of the Reverend Mr. Egede. 
who relided feveral Years at the Danijh Co· 
lony, on the Weft Side of Groen/and, feerns 
to afford us an Account, of all others, the leaft 
liable to Exception; which is this: He fays, 
that on the Eaft Coaft of that Country, he has 
feen Birch, Elm, and other Kinds of Trees, 
eighteen Feet high, and as thick as his Leg, in 
the Latitude of 61°, from whence I infer it 
muft come from thence. He farther obferves, 
that in Norway, as well as Groen/and, the 
Eaft Coaft, is warmer than the Weft, and, 
confequently, Things grow there in a more 
kindly manner, and to a larger Size; fo that 
'till fomethingmore probable is offered upon 
this SubjeCt. we muft be content to allow, 
this Drift Wood comes from Groen/and. 

ON the 5th of July we began to fall in 
with tho1C: Mountains of Ice which are al. 
ways met with near Hudfon's Straits. This 
mountainous Ice is of a prodigiololS Size; and 

- ~f 
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if I 1'hould fay, that we fometimes find it 
five or fix Hundred Yards thick, I am tho
roughly fatisfied that I 1hould not exceed the 
Truth. But tho' the Faa might be eafily 
put out of ~fiion) by citing a Multitud~ 
of Authorities, yet this will not in the leaft 
contribute to folve the Difficulty of conceiv
ing how thefe fiupendous Mountains are ge
nerated, but rather the contrary. Various 
Attempts, however, have been macle to get 
over this Q!!dlion, and amongft the reft, 
Captain Middleton has endeavoured to ex
plain the Thing thus. 

• ALL along the Coal1 (fays he) of Baf
-fin's-Bay, Hudfon's-Straits, esc. the Land 
• is very high and bold, and a Hundred Fa-
• thoms or more clofe to the Shore. Thefe 
• Shores have many Inlets or Firths, the Ca-
• vities of which are full of Ice and Snow, 
• by the almoft perpetual Winter there, and 
c frozen to the Ground; encreafing for four~ 
C five, or {even Years, 'till a kind of Deluge 
t or Land-flood, which commonly happens 
• in that Space of Time throughout thofe 
• Parts, breaks them loofe, and launches 
c them into the Straits or Ocean, where they 
c are driven about by the variable Winds and 
~ Currents, in the Months of June, July. 

- < and 
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• and AuguJl, rather encreafing than dimi.
C nithing in Bulk, being furrounded. excep' 
, in four or five Points of the Compafs, with 
• fmall Ica for many Hundred Leagues. and 
C Land covered all the Year with Snow, the 
c Weather being extream cold, for the moa 
• Part, in thofe Summer Months: the fmal
e ler Ice, that almoO: fills the Straits and, 
e Bays, and covers many Leagues out into 
, the Ocean along the Coall, is from four to 
, ten Fathoms thick, and chills the Air to 
, that Degree, that there is a eonllant In
• ereafe to the large liles, by the Sea's waih-:o 
e ing againO: them, and the perpetual wet 
e Fogs, like fmall Rain, freezing as they 
• fettle upon the Ice, and their being fo deep
e ly immerfed under \Vater, and fuch a fmall 
'Part above, prevents the Winds having 
, much Power to move them; for tho' it 
, blows from the North-well ~arter near 
• nine Months in twelve, and confequently 
'thofe liles are driven towards a warmer 
e Climate; yet the progreffive Motion is 10 
• flow, that it muO: take up many Years be
e fore they can get five cr fix hundred Leagues 
C to the Southward.' I am of Opinion, fome 
e hundred Years are required; for they can
e not, I think, diffolve before they come be-

e tween, 
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t tween the 50th and 40th Degree of Lati
• tude, where the Heat of the Sun confum
, ing the upper Parts, they lighten and wall:e 
• in Time.' 

ON the other Hand, Mr. Egede, wl,om 1 
have mentioned before, very pofitively af
{erts, that the Ice; with which the Sea is al
-moll choaked, and which, as he affirms, 
raifes Mountains of an aftoniiliing BigneiS, 
lying as deep under as they rife in Height 
above the Water, are, neverthelefs, Pieces of 
the Ice-Mountains on the Land, which 
ftanding near the Sea, and burfting, tumble 
down into it, and fo are carried off. It is appa
rent that he gives this not from Conjecture,
or Hear.fay, but from his own Knowledge; 
and therefore I am inclined to believe, that 
the heft Solution of this Q£eftion, How thefe 
Ice-Mountains are produced? may be ob
tained by joining both the foregoing Ac
counts together. In !hort, I take their Ori
gin to be as Mr. Egtde defcribes it; but then 
lam perfuaded, that the Accumulation of 
Matter, neceffary to fwell them to fo vafi a 
Bulk, happens as Captain Middleton defcribes 
it: For I cannot but believe, that at their 
firft falling into the Sea, they muft be of 
a very large Size, perhaps, half the Bignefs 

K they 
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they arrive at afterwards; and I am for ad. 
mitting Mr. Egede's Account of their burR.
ing from the Land, becaufe of the prodi
gious Force that fuch a Deluge, or Land 
Flood, as is mentioned by Capt. Middleton, 
muil: have to drive thefe Mountains out to 
Sea. This Deluge, to fay the Truth, I take 
to be a FaCt advanced without Proof, for the 
Thaws in thefe Parts are not fudden and 
violent, but, on the contrary, very gentle and 
gradual; for when the Sun is in the Day
time at the higheft, the Ice and Snow melt j 

but in the Night-time when the Sun i$ 

loweft, they freeze again; fo that the Diffo
lution or Confumption of them is but very 
flow. Agreeable to this way of reafoning, 
we find the Southern FaCtories in HuJfln's 
Bay, are troubled with thefe Deluges or 
Land ~loods, from which they are free ilt 
the North, for the Caufes that have been 
already affigned. I am the more confirmed . 
in my Belief, that. thus the thing really 
happens, by the Obfervations I have made 
of the Difference between the low Ice' 
and the Ice-Mountains, the latter being lefs . 
fotid, and of a lighter Colour than the for. 
mer. But enough has been faid on this 

Head; 
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Head; and therefore we will now refume 
the Hifiory of the Voyage. 

UPON the 8th of July, we made the 
Iflands of Re.folution, at the Difiance of about 
half a Mile. It was owing to the Foggi
nefs of the Weather, that we did not fee 
them fooner, and it was happy for us that 
it elecred as it did; for had thofe Fogs conti
nued but a little longer, it is highly pro
bable we bd gone a-fuore, and our Veffels 
broke to pieces uF'0n the Rocks. As it was 
we did not get clear but with very great 
Difficulty, for the Wind falling, and the Sea 
tumbling in on the Shore, we were forced 

to have recourfe to the Ship's Oars, and by 
the help of thefe, and the Boats towiDg 
a-head, we made {bift to deliver ourfe!ves 
from this Danger; and in our P ,JTage from 
thence to the upper Savage Wands, met with 

very little Ice to obHruct us. 
AT thefe Hlands, there came on board 

us three large and twc:nty-fix fmall Canoes, 
full of Eskimoux hdiam, whofe Bufinef~ 
was to trade. The Commodities they 
brought, were \tVhale-bone and Seal S·kim, 

in exch8nge for ".vhicil we g:::.ve them 
Hatches, Saws. Gimblets, &c. Their Stock 
was not l!r~::lt, but we made a coniidc:rab!e 

K 2. Profit 
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Profit by our Dealings with them. On 
the other hand, they thought themfelvCl' 
fo well ufed, that they were defirous of 
contiHuing their Traffick as long as pomble; 
in order to which, when they had difpofcd 
of all their Goods, both Men and Women 
were very eager in ihipping themfelves al. 
mOll naked, that they might fell their 
Clothes, which they did for Knives, Pieces 
of Iron, and fuch like. We obferved an odd 
Cufi-om they had, which was that of licking 
every thing they bought before they put 
it into their Canoes. A more particular 
Defcription of thefe People may poffibly 
prove entertaining to the Reader, and as it 
cannot come in any where with greater 
Propriety, I {ball give it here, as fuccind:ly 
and exactly as I can. Thefe" People are of a 
middle Size, robuft, and inclinable to be 
fat, their Heads are large, Faces round and 
flat, their Complexions fwarthy, Eyes black 
finall and fparkling, Nofes flat, Lips big, 
Hair black and lank, Shoulders broad, 
Limbs proportionable, but Feet extraordi
nary fmall. Their Behaviour is chearfu 
and fprightly j but they feem to be very 
fubde, defigning, cunning and deceitful. 
great Flatterers, much addicted to pilfer from 

, StraDg~rs, 
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Strangers, eafily encouraged to a degree of 
Boldnefs, but as eafily frighted. 

THEY are extremely, I might fay, obfii· 
nately attached to their own Cufioms and 
Manner ofliving. Some of them, who have 
been taken Prifoners by the Southern lndi
(Jns, when they were Boys and brought to 
the Factories, and there kept for feveral 
Years, have frill regretted their Ab[ence from 
their native Country. One of thefe, after 
having been fed on Englijh Diet, being prefent 
when one of the EngliJhmm was cutting 
up a Seal, from whenc~~ the Train Oil ran 
very plentifully, licked up what he could 
fave with his Hands, and faid, Ah! com
mend me to my own dear Country, where I 
~ould get my Belly full oj this. It would 
be no difficult matter to civilize them, if 
their Trade was worth the Labour, which 
at prefent is but inconfiderable; though 
it might be greatly increafed, if they were 
encouraged, and fupplied with proper In-

. frruments for taking Whales, Seals, &c. 
They are very dextrous in the Management 
of their Canoes, which are of a Confiruc .. 
tion very fuitable to their Occafions, cafy 
of Carriage, and of very quick Motion; 
their Frames are made of Wood or Whale. 

~ 3 bone~ 
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bone, very llender, and covered with Seal. 
Skin-Parchment all over, a Hole in the 
middle excepted, which has aRim of Whale. 
bone or Wood round about it to prevent 
the Water coming down off the Deck, and 
affords only room for one Man to fit in, 
his Feet flretched forward. and fometimes 
a Skin laced about his Waift from the Rim 
before-mentioned, which effectually thuts 
out all Water. The Seams they rub with a 
kind of Pitch or Glue, which is faid to be 
made of Seals Bludder; in thefe Boats they 
carry their little Convenience.s and Inftru. 
ments for killing Whales, Sea-Horf~,' Sea. 
Unicorns, Seals, &c. at all which they are 
very expert; they likewife carry Slings and 
Stones in their Canoes, which they ufe very 
dextroully, and can do Execution at a great 
Diftance. Their Harpoons arc headed and 
pointed with Sea-Horfe Teeth, the u~per 
End ferves to fpear the Whale, or other 
large Animals, when they are ihuck,· the 
more readily to difpatch them ; the lower 
End is made ufe of to ftrike the Fith, and 
introduce into his. Body a Barb tipped with 
{ron, which remains there whilft the other 
part of the Harpoon difengages itfelf readily 
and comes out. To this Barb is faftened 
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a Thong of Sea-Horfe-Hide, at the end of 
which is a Seal Skin blown up, which ferves 
as a Buoy to {hew where the Whale is when 
he goes down, and prodigioufly fatigues him 
as he fwims. At laft having entirely exhauft
ed his Force, he grows faint, and with fome 
fmall lI:ruggle he expires. They then with 
their Canoes tow him alhore, firip him of his 
Fat or Blubber, which ferves them for Food, 
and to burn in their Lampsinthe Winter. 

BESIDES thefe fmall Canoes for the Men, 
which are {harp at each End, about twenty 
Feet long, and eighteen Inches or two Foot 
broad, paddled by one Paddle, broad at each 
End, which ferves both Sides without chang
ing it; they have Boats much brger, that 
are open, and rowed by the Women; thefe 
are made of the fame Materials as the for
mer, and will carry above twenty Perfons. 

As to the Drefs of thefe People, there 
may much be faid, and that too not un
e~tertaining, however, I {hall be very condfe. 
The Mens CLGthes are of Seal Skins, Deer 
Skins, and {ometimes alfo are made of the 
Skins of Land and Sea Fowl fewed together; 
each of their Coats has a Hood like that 
of a Capuchin, is clofe from the Breall: before 
like a Shirt, and reaches not lower than the 
middle of the Thigh; their Breeches are· 

K 4 dofe 
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clofe before and behind, gathe~ed like a 
Purfe with a String, and tied about their 
Waifis; they have feveral Pair of Boots 
and Socks, that they wear one over another 
to keep them warm, and which keep Qut 
the Water. The Difference between the 
Drefs of the Men and the Women is, that 
the Women have a Train to their Jackets, 
that reaches down to their Heels.' Their 
Hoods 2re alfo larger and wider at the Shaul .. 
clers, for the fake of carrying their Chil
dren in them more conveniently on their 
Backs, and their Boots are a great deal 
wider, and are commonly ftuck out with 
Sticks of Whalebone, becaufe when they 
want to lay their Child out of their Arms, 
they flip it into or e ':If their Boots, till they 
can take it up again. S:::;:-:" Few of them 
wear Shifts of Seals Bladders ~~wed toge
ther in pretty near the fame Form with 
thofe in Europe. In general their Clothes 
are fewed very neat, which i3 performed 
with an Ivory Needle, and the Sinews of 
Deer fplit fine, and fo ufed for Thread. 
There is likewife a good deal of Tafie and 
Judgment difcovered in the maaner in which 
they adorn them with Stripes of different 
c,)loured Skins, fewed in the manner of 

, .Borders~ 
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Borders, Cuffs and Robings for their Clothes, 
which altogether look very tight, neat, and 
even elegant, or at leafl: handfome as well 
as convenient. 

, I F their Clothes and other Necefi'aries 
are well contrived, their Snow-Eyes, as 
they very properly call them, are no lefs fo. 
Thefe are Bits of Wood or Ivory, neatly 
formed to cover the Organs of Sight, and 
tied at the Back of the Head: In each 
Piece of Vlood are two Slits, of the fame 
Length with the Eyes, but narrow; thro' 
which they fee very ditlinctly, and without 
feeling any Inconvenience. This Invention 
prevents Snow-Blindnefs, a very grievous 
Jlnd painful Diflemper, occafioned by 
the ACtion of the Light, ftrongly reflect. 
ed from the Snow upon the Eyes, more 
efpecially in the Spring, when the Sun is 
pretty high. 1",,: Vfe of thef,: firengthens 
the Sight PfGciigioufly, and becomes fo ha~ 
bitual, that when they would obferve any 
Object at a great Diflance, they commonly 
look through them, as we do through Te-
lefcopes. . 

THE fame Spirit of Invention thews 
itfelf full as much, or rather more, ill 
their Inflruments for Fiiliing and Fowling: 

Their 
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Their Darts and Harpoons are very well 
made, and anfwer their Intentions perfeCtly 
well; but their greateft Ingenuity is lhewn 
in the Strulfture of their Bows, made com
monly of three Pieces of Wood, each mak. 
ing a part of the fame Arch, very nicely and 
exaCl:ly joined together. They are common
ly of Fir, or Larch, which the Englijh there 
call Juniper ; and as this wants Strength 
and Elafiicity, they fupply bot a by bracing 
the Back of the Bow, with a kind of Thread 
or Line made of the Sinews of their Deer, 
andtheBow-String of the fame Material. To 
make them draw more fiiBy, they dip them 
into Water, which caufes both the Back of 
the Bow and the String to contraCl:,and con. 
{equently gives it the greater Force; and as 
they praCl:ife from their Youth, they lhoot 
with very great Dexterity. Thus much I 
can report of thefe People from my own 
Knowledge; and I lhall next add a few Par .. 
ticulars from the beft Information I could 
t>btain. 

THE very Orthography of the Word Ef
kimaux plainly proves it an Indi(1n Appella.. 
tive, with a Frtnch Termination j. and we 
are told by a celebrated Writer of that 
Country, that it is derived from the Words 

Aue-
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~"tnfltjui EfiJuimantjic, which is as much as 
to fay. An Eater of raw F/eft j and indeed 
this feems to be a very rational Etymology; 
for {o far as it is hitherto known, the Eski
maux arc the only Nation that eat Animal 
Food abfolutely raw. It is from hence, 
from the Whitenefs of their Skin, and from 
their having Beards, which no Indians have, 
that they are believed to be the fame People 
with the Groen/anders; nor is this at all im
probable, when we confider the N arrowneCs 
of Davis's Streights, and that Kind of va
gabond Life to which this whole Nation arc 
addided. The Charader generally givea 
of them is none of the beft ; for we find 
them reprefented by Travellers of all Na
tions, as cunning, thievilh, treacherous, 
cruel, fawning, and fufpicious. But if they 
are really defcended from the Groen/anders, 
we may poffibly, when we come to know 
them better, confider them in another 
Light. For the Danes, fettled in that Coun
try, have obferved of its Inhabitants, that 
tho' they have a {hong Tindure of all 
thefe Vices, yet the bad Effects of them are 
felt only by Foreigners, and amongft them
{elves they are ftridly honeft, chafte, tem
perate, and full of Compaffion; but beJiev-

ing 
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ing the reft of Mankind to be of ano~r 
Race, and for that Reafon naturally Ene .. 
mies to them, they cOQfine all their focial 
Virtues to th.;ir own Nation, and look upon 
the reft of the WorId not as Strangers only, 
but Enemies. It may be when we come to 
have a conftant Commerce with the EJki
maux, they may abate ofthcir Barbarity, fince 
the Gromlanders are now fa well reconciled 
to the Danes, that are fettled in their Coun
try, as to I,eave off pilfering and ftealing 
from them; and many other bad Culloms, 
for which, in former Times, they were 
infamous. Thefe Obfervations may fuffice 
with refpeCl: to the ESRimaux; and there.. 
fore we will now refume the Journal of our 
Voyage. 

THE 13th of July we fell in with Abun .. 
dan'ce of low Ice, from five to ten Fathoms 
thick, through which we failed with much 
Caution, and without much Danger or 
Difficulty, except where the Pieces were very 
thick and clofe. Whenever this happens 
to be the Cafe, it is very dangerous to drive 
againft a large Piece, efpecially with great 
Force; for it is the fame as a Rock, if it is 
not broke by the Shock; and this is the 
Reafoll all the Ships frequenting icy Seas are 

made 
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made very {hong and thick in Timber, more 
efpecially about the Bows; and all this is 
found little enough. too, there being fre
quent Inftances on the Coafts of Groen/and, 
and in Davis's Straits of Ships being ftove 
by it. 

MR. Cotes, who is a Commander in the 
Hudjon's Bay Company's Service, has loft 
two Ships, one by running againft a Piece 
of Ice in the Night, off Cape Farewell, by 
which Stroke the Ship fou!ldered; and an
other in Hudjon's Straits, where two large 
Pieces of Ice, by {hong Tides fetting diffe..;. 
rent Ways, were driven together with great 
Force; the Ship being between them, was 
fo fqueezed together, that {be funk as [oon 
as the Ice feparated; but very fortunately 
in both Accidents, the Men were favedby an
other of the Hudfon's Bay Ships, for they al
ways keep Company on the outward-bound 
Paffage. It is alfo related, on credible Evi
dence, that one of the Company'i Sloops 
going between rod Fort and Churchill was 
in like manner caught betwixt two Pieces 
of Ice, and upon their meeting {be was 
raifed quite out of the Water, and left dry 
upon one of them; but {he receiving no 
Damage by that ftrange Accident, when the 

Ice 
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Ice opened, the People launched her, and 
proceeded on their Voyage. 

IT is very eafy to difcover our Approach 
towards fuch Ice, for the Air immediatel, 
changes its Temperature, from warm to 
cold; be fides, thick Fogs generally accom
pany it; but thefe lie low upon the Surface, 
often not fa high as the Ship's Mails Head; 
fo that it has fometimes happened that the 
Eskimaux have walked from the Land to 
the Ships upon the Ice, before thofe aboard . 
have difcovered it. It is common to fee 
the Ice thrown above the Horizon, at leaft 
6 0

; fa that you will defcry it at a much 
greater Diilance than if the refractive Pow
er of the Air was not fa great. 

THE 17th the Ice being very thick about. 
us, we made faft to a very large Piece of it, 
with feveral Ice Anchors and Ropes. It i. 
requifite in fuch Cafes to make Choice of 
the largeft Piece that can be found for this 
Purpafe, becaufe having more hold of the 
Water, it is lefs affected by Winds and 
Currents (which generally run on the Sur
face) fo that all the fmall Ice is drove from 
about us in Time, and we are left at liber
ty to proceed. Here we unhung our Rud. 
der, which traverfed very ftiffly, aad made it 

go 
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go eafier ; and the Crew of the California, as 
well as we in the Dobbs Galley, filled our 
empty Ca1ks with frdh Water out of the 
Ponds that are commonly found upon theIce. 
The 18th we had a good deal of Lightning 
and Thunder, which, however does not 
frequently happen here; and may not the 
Reafon of this be, that the Aurora Borea
lis. that is common both in Winter and 
Summer, kindles and difperfes thofe fulphu~ 
rious Vapours that would otherwife produce 
Lightning and Thunder ? We now found 
the little Pools of Water on the Ice froze 
over almoft every Night, efpecially if the 
Wind was Northerly. 

THE 19th the great Piece of Ice we 
were faft to, feparated in feveral Places, and 
difperfed; upon which we made faft to 
another; but the Ice quickly opening, we 
got under an eafy Sail, and ftood through vaft 
Q!!.antities of it till towards Evening, when 
we grappelled again, the Hland of Cape 
Charles in View, diftant about feven Leagues 
to the Southward: In this Manner we con
tinued much incommoded with Ice, which 
would be tedious to' cp.cite in a particular 
Manner, now making faft, then cafting 
loofe, traverfing and failing through it un-

til 
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till the 30th, when- we got into clear Wa .. 
ter, a-breaft of the Ifland of Salishury, al
moft at the Weft Entrance of Hudfo'l~ 
Strait!. If I was to give any Directionl 
for avoiding the thickeft of the Ice in thefe 
Straits, it would be to keep pretty near the 
North Shore, for we always obferved that 
Side much the clearefi:, as not only the 
Winds blow mofily from thence, but Cur
rents too come out of moil. of thofe large 
Openings which are on that Side. 

Ta E 2d of Augzifl we dou bled Cape Diggs, 
and on the 4th paffed the Hland of Man
Je!. Between this and Cape Southampton 
we found a dead Whale floating, in which 
was an Eskimaux Barb, with a Thong of 
Sea-Horfe Hide fail. to it ; it had been kil
led fome time by thofe People, and was a 
good deal decayed, Part of the Bone was 
fallen off, but the Remainder we faved, as 
alfo two Calks of Blubber, and then -left it. 

THE I I th we made the Land on the, 
Weft Side the If'elcome, in Latitude 64 0 

North; as it was then late in the Afternoon, 
and we at a confiderable Difi:ance, the Cap'" 
tain thought it not prudent to fend the Boat 
from the Ships to make any Trial there, bu~ 
deferred it, in hopes of doing it next Day; 

in 

, 
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in the mean time it began to blow very hard 
Southerly, fo that it became neceffary to 
fiand offShore, for fear we {bould be em
bayed; the Gale continued the 12th, but 
1bifted to the Northward, fo that we could 
not get in with that Part of the Coafi we 
left. Marble IjIal1d was the next Place we 
faw on the 19th: There the Long-Boats 
of each Ship were rent, commanded by the 
chief Mates, with whom I went; our Bu
finds was to procure a Knowledge of the 
Time, DireCtion, Velocity, and Height of 
the Tides, and to obferve every other Cir
c!lmfiance, that might furniih any Lights 
towards the Difcovery of a Paffage, which 
was executed, and a Report made to the 
Council, on our Return, upon the 16th, 
importing, that we faw feveral confiderable 
Openings to the'W efiward of this Ifland; 
that the Flood Tide came from the North 
Eafi, the Courfe of the Coafi; that it was 
High Water there, at Four o'Clock, full 
and Change of the Moon, and rafe about 
Ten Feet. Nothing farther was done this 
SeaCon towards a Difcovery; but a Refolu
tion was agreed to, by the Majority of the 
G6uncil, to bear away for a Place, proper 

.. L for 
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for our Winter QQ..arters; the Purport of which 
Refolution, was to the following Effect, viz. 

• THAT whereas the Seafon was far ad-
o C vanced, Winds contrary, and unfavourable 

, for a further Search of the broken Lands 
• to the Weft ward of Marble IJland, and 
, the Certainty of a Pairage being yet un
, determined, it was thought proper to 
, Winter in fome Part of Hudfon's Bay, in 
'hopes of a more favourable Opportunity 
, the fucceeding Seafon to profecute the DiC
e covery. Port Ne!fOn was fixed on for this 
e PurpoCe, as being preferable to any other 
• Place, it being clear of Ice the fooneft. 
e abounding with V/ood, Venifon, and other 
e Game, neceirary for the Prefervation of 
e the People, &c." which Act of Council was 
figned, and the Ships bore away accord_ 
ingly, upon the 17th, for· their Winter 
Q.!!arters. 

BEFORE we abfolutely leave th~s Ifland. I 
1hall venture to give a fuccinet Defcription. 
of it, as it appearc:d to me. The Cent~r of 
it lies in Latitude 62° 55' North. Longi .. 
tude 92° 00 Weft from London; its greateft 
Length from Eaft to Weft fix Leagues. its 
Breadth two or three Miles. High at the 
Weft End, and low at the Eaft, the Land is 

one 
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ijhecontinued Rock, of an hard and white kind 
f)f Marble, tho'interfperfed in fame Places 
with SpotS of different coloured Stone, as 
green; blue, and blatk. The Tops of the 
Hills are prodigioufly rent and iliattered, 
Numbers of huge Rocks are confufedly 
hUddled together, as if by an Irruption; for 
under them are deep Caverns, where one 
may hear a great Noife, as of confiderable 
Streams rolling over Rocks. By the Water 
that oozed out of the Clefts of the Rocks in 
many Places, I imagined there might be Cop
per, or other Mines; for in one Place it was 
of a green Colour, tafting like Verdigreafe ; 
in another perfeCtly red, and dying the Stones, 
over and through which it parred, of the fame 
Hue. In the Vallies was a iliallow Soil of 
Turf, but very little Herbage, and feveral 
Pools of freth Water, in which were Swans, 
Ducks, &c. and hard by fame Deer grazing, 
which come from the Main, lying about four 
Leagues to the North ward, either upon the Ice 
in the Winter, or fwim over in the Summer: 
This they can do very fwiftly, and can hold 
it to a great Diftance. We found many 
TraCts of the Eskimaux, as Stones fet, one 
upon another, either as Land-Marks, or in 
~nfequeAce of fome fuperftitious Cullom, • 

, ~ ~ ~efides 
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befides many Graves, or large Heaps of 
Stones, under whieh their Dead lie buried; 
and the Foundation of fome of their Huts, 
which are built circular, anp in the Form qf 
a Bee-Hive, with Stone and Mofs. Be
tween this 111and and the North Main, is 
tolerable good riding in eight, ten, or twelve 
Fath0ms Water, clear and good holcling 
Ground, but' the only Harbour is at the 
South - Weft Part of it. The En-' 
trance is but narrow and {baal, having. no. 
more than thirteen Feet Water at the Height~ 
of common Tides, but within it is capaCioqs. 
enough to hold one Hundred Sail. It is very 
difficult to difcover the Mouth of it, ~ng 
covered by a low rocky 111e, upon which 
the Sea breaks pretty high, and this mu~" 
be kept on the Larboard hand going in. I 
thought it the more neceffary to mentiqn 
this Harbour, as it had been reprefented to 
Mr. Dobbs as a very fine one; which indeed 
it would be, if its Entrance was deeper, b~t 
as it is, can only ferve for Veffels of {mall 
Burthen. So much for Marble 1jland; now 
let us return to our Voyage. 

I N our PatTage from this Place to PQrt

NelJrm, we had w.ry bll1fiering Wead~Cf. .. 
attended with Snow, Sleet, and thick Fogs, . 

. ···W 
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We ardved in'fight of the Shoals of that 
River on the 25th of Augujl, and anchored 
duringt'he Ebb-Tide, about two Leagues 
from them. Thefe Shoals are very dange-:. 
rous, as they lie four or five Leagues off 
Shore, and firetch from North to South a
bout ten Miles; as they are dry at Half
Tide, the Sea breaks high upon' them: 
Their Center lies in LatitnGe 57° 50' N ortb. 
The beft way to k.now wht'r. vou approach 
them, i" to obrerve ,,·here t~J': Water {hoals, 
and the Bottom grows hard, but the contrary 
as you Itavt: tb<:m. 

THE 26th, the Weather being fine and 
moderate, the Boats of each Ship were fent 
a-head to found, and to erect a Flag, as a 
Mark to fail over ~he Flats at the Mouth of 
the Southern Branch, or Hayes's River: 
This was to be raifed at a good Anchoring
Place, called Five-Fathom-Hole, within fe
ven Miles of York-Fort, and accordingly was 
done. The California got fafe to an An
chor there, but the Dobbs came a-ground o~ 
the Flats, and had it blown hard, muft in.,. 
evitably have been loft. The Governor, fee
ing us in this deep Diftrefs, in order to j:om
plete it, fent his Boat and People to cut down 
the B~acon, which was the only proper 

L 1 Mark 
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Mark we hap tq guide us into a Place of 
Safety, when we might get the Ship afloat~ 
All that ¥r. Holding, Captain Slflifh's Lieu
tenant, could fay to dHTuade them froq! it~ 

was ineffeCtual; they cut it down; at the 
fame Tim~ they acknowledged, that when 
t}l)ey received thofe Orders, the Governor' 
yery welJ knew who we were. This Be: 
ginning gave us but too well to undedl:and 
what Treatment we were to expeCt there. 

I N the mean Time, the Dobbs floated, 
and the 27th got to an Anchor near the Ca-:
lifornia. There we received a Letter fro~ 
the Governor, defiring us not to come any 
nearer the FaCtory, without fendi~g a pr07' 
per Authority from the Govern~ent, or 
Hudfln's-Bay Company, for [0 doing, or he 
would ufe his utmoil: Strength and Endea
vour to prevent us. The An[wer given by 
us to this extraordinary Mea-age, wa! to the 
following EffeCt: That we found ourfelves 
under a N eceffity of Wintering in [~me Part 
of the Bay; for which Purpofe we chofe 
this as the' moil: convenient; a.nd that we 
expected Shelter and Affiil:ance, as SubjeCts 
of Great-Britain, and People who had no 
Intentions to moleil: the Hudfln's-Bay Com
p~Dy'S Trade,or who were direCted by any M~-

tive: 
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tive in coming thither other than the Secu
rity of the Ships, and the Prefervation of the 
People; and in {hort, that we were refolved 
to winter thereabouts. Mr. Holding and I 
went with this Anfwer, and were received 

. by the Governor in a very haughty and dif
refpedful manner; after which fcveral Let
ters paffed between the Governor and us, 
endeavouring to diffuade us from having any 
Thoughts of wintering near him; but as 
they ferved for no other Purpofe, than to 
amufe and perplex us, the Correfpondence 
was foon over, and is indeed hardly worth 
a Relation. 

A s it had been our Intentions, and the 
Re1Qlution of Council, to winter at Port
Ni:lfon, and not at this Place, it occalioned 
both Captains, an? feveral of the Officers, 
with the Boats of each Ship, to make a 
1hort Trip, in order to examine that River. 
We fet out the 30th In£l:ant, for this Pur
pofe, and arrived there the fame Day. We 
found it anfwer in every Refped our Expec
tations; inafmuch as this is the fine£l: River 
in Hudfon's - Bay, navigable for many 
Leagues, having a Communication with 

the great Lakes behind CaiZada, and upon 
which, of all others, the 1~ •. J!l: advantageous 

L 4- Trade 
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Trade might be carried on, provided Settle
ments were made about thirty Leagues up. 
There the Climate is, what may jullly be ftiled 
temperate j the Difia.nce from the Indians 
lefs, as well as the rfanger and Difficulty of 
tranfporting their Goods, in fmall Canoes j 
and whereas now th~y come but once a 
Year to the Factories, they might, if the 
Settlements were higher up, come twice or 
three Times, and in much greater Numbers, 
The Inconvenience and Difficulty they find 
to ftlpport themfelves, on fuch long Jour
neys, the Cold they feel on approaching the 
Shores of that icy Bay, the Labour of fo 
long, 10 precarious, and fa dangerous a Car
riage, which are great Difcouragements, and 
of which they heavily as well as jufiIy com
plain; would all be removed. 

BUT to return: This River is about two 
Leagues wide at the Entrance, with a very 
good Channel, about a Mile broad, and 
from five to £fteen and twenty Fathom deep, 
lies in Lat. 57) 30'. It's Banks are low, 
and covered with .~;~e Woods, chiefly 
Spruce, Fir, Popl<ir, Birch, Larch, Wil
low, &c. and abounds wi(!-l Deer, Hares, 
Rabbits, Geefe, Ducks, Paitridges, Phea
fants, Plover, Swans, and many other Fowl 

in 
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in their proper Seafon, as alia Filh in great 
Plenty, and in as great Variety. Thefe 
Advantages were not fufficient to tempt the 
Captains to repafs the Shoals, or expofe the 
Ships to any Danger, in going round by Sea 
to enter it at it's proper Channel; fo that 
they were determined to lay the Ships in 
fame Part of Hayes's River, during the 
Winter. With this View we ran three 
Miles farther up it, the 3d of September, 
and landed feveral of our Stores to lighten 
the S~ips, fent the Boats with Officers to 
look out for a fafe Creek to moor in, which 
was found five Miles above York-Fort, on 
the South Side of the River. 

THE Governor being now convinced of 
our Intentions to winter there, ufed his ut
mofi Endeavours, that we might lay our 
Ships below the Fort, in a Place open to the 
Sea, where they would have been in all 
Probability beat to Pieces, either from the 
Waves of the Sea fetting in, or the breaking 
up of the Ice; but as his Arguments were 
of no Efficacy in perfuading us, and finding 
himfelf difappointed in this, as in his former 
Schemes) being fiill refolved to difirefs us 
as much a~ pollible, he fent moa of the 
Indians, whofe chief Employment is to kill 

Deer, 
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Deer, Geefe, &c. into the Country, on 
purpofe, that we might not make ufe of 
them in that Way, or be in any wife bene
fited by their means. 

WE fpent our Time to the 11th, in 
lightening and preparing the Ships for their 
(lgarters : . On the 12th, ran up a-breall: of 
the Fort, and anchored there, and landed 
the Remainder of our Provilions and Stores. 
Here we dug a Hole twelve Feet deep to 
bury our fhong and fmall Beer in, to pre
ferve it from the Froft. 

I T was the 26th, notwithftanding alI the 
Diligence we could ufe, before the Ships 
were fecured in the Creek: This being 
effected, we turned our Thoughts on the 
Methods neceffary for our own Preferva-· 
tion; being certain there was no Poffibility 
of living aboard the Ship for Cold, where-· 
fore fome of the People were employed in 
cotting Fire-Wood, others in building Log
Tents. This is a Contrivance borrowed, as 
I fuppofe, from the Natives; and ours were 
made of Trees hewn and cut, about fixteen 
Feet long, raifed clofe together, their Ends 
lying one againft another at the Top, but 
extending at the Bottom, in the Form of the 
Roof of a Country-Houfe. Between thefe 

Logs 
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~ogs the Vacancies were fluffed with Mofs, 
aQd that being plaiflered over with Clay, 
Ipade a warm Hutt; the Doqr was low and 
fmall~ a Fire-PI!1ce in the middle, and a 
Hole over it, to let out the Smpke. 

BUT the grand Bufinefs, aad what en
gro1fed moft of our Attention, Was the 

• building a Houfe for the Captain and Offi
cers to dwell in. The Situation we chofe 
for it, was equally pleafant and convenient; 
it was on an Eminence furrounded with 
Trees; the main River was half a Mile 
diftant to ,the North Wefl; the Creek where 
Ollr Ship lay, near the fame Difbnce; on 
the South Weft we had a handfome Ba
fon of Water, called the Beaver Creek, 
about lSO Yards difrant in Front, which 
looked like a grand Canal, in Prof pea ; 
and thick and tall Woods protected us from 
the North and North-Eaft Winds. The 
Situation chofen, I drew a Plan of our in
tended Manfion, which the Captains ap
proved o£ The Haufe, according to this 
rlan, was to be twenty-eight Feet long, 
and eighteen Feet broad; to have two Sto
ries, the lower one to be fix, and the upper 
feven Feet high; the Captain and fome of 
the principal Officers were to lie above, and 

the 
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Remainder below, as alfo the Subalterns 
and Servants. The Door was to be in the 
middle of the Front, five Feet high;and 
three' broad, with four Windows abov~ 
Stairs, one in each Captain's Room, and 
one at each End, to enlighten the Paffitge 
and the Officers Cabins. The Ridge of 
the Roof was to be but a Foot higher than 
the Side-Walls, in order to let the Wet 
drain off, and to keep the Houfe the war
mer by being clofe and low. The Stove 
was to be placed in the Center, that every 
Body might partake equally of it's Heat~-

T,H ESE Matters being thus adjufted;: all 
Hands were fet to Work: Trees cut dOwn 
and hewed, Planksfawed, the Walls begul1, 
by placing one large Log upon another, with 
Mofs between, and nailing them down: In 
a Word the Houfe was raifed, covered and 
almoft finilhed by the Iit of November. In 
the mean Time, the VI cather was become 
exceffively cold, thp' the Sealan had been 
very open and favourable to W 1':H it u{ually 
is. The Winter began in tl:e latter End of 
September with Sh:et, and large Flakes of 
Snow, and froily Nights; troublefome 
enough, but not feeming to merit the terrible 

Reports 
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E.eports given of thefe Winters. by fome 
Authors. 

ON" the 5th of OC/ober, we had much 
Ice in the Creek, and by the 8th it was 
faft froze. Until the 30th we had Snow~ 
Frofts, and moderate Weather, alternately, 
an'.i th=!t Day being his prefent Majefty's 
Birth-Day, we hoifted our Colours, and 
fired twenty-one Guns. The 3 I fi, HlZyes 
River was froze quite hard, fo tl:.at now we 
had fome Experience of what was to b~ ex
peCted from an Hudfon's-Bay Wimer. 

TH E 2d of November, we could not keep 
the Ink from freezing at the Fire. On'the 
3d we difcovered all the bottled Beer froze 
folid, tho' packed up in Tow, and near a 
good Fire. The 6th the Cold became in
(upportable abaard, fo that the Sailors were 
d.iftributed among the feveral Tents, which 
were affigned for their Conveniency and 
PrefeJ;vation in the Woods, and the Captains, 
Officers, &c. went to live in their new 
Houfe, which by this Time was finithed: 
It was chrifl:ened (in the Sea-way) MONT A

GUE-HoUSE, in Honour of that worthy 
N@~eman, and generous Patron of all ufe
ful Undertakings, his Grace the DUKE of 
MONTAG U E; who, from his confide-

rjn~ 
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ring this Expedition in that Lights· was olle 
of our Subfcribers. 

W E likewife began about this Time to 
put on our Winter Drefs. which coli
fifred of.a Robe of Beaver Skin, with the 
Furr on, which reached to our Heels, and 
two Waifrcoats under it, a Cap and Mittens 
of the fame, lined with Flannel, a Pair of 
Indian Stockings, over our Yam ones, made 
of Broad Cloth or Leather. which reached 
up to the mid Thigh, with Shoes of foft
tanned Moofe or Elk-Skin, under which 
we wore two or three Pair of. Blanket,- or 
thick Duffil Socks to prevent our Feet free
zing, which is a thing that neverthelefs fre
quently happens; a Pair of Snow-Shoes, 
about five Feet long, and eighteen Inches 
wide, to hinder us from fin king in the Snow, 
compleated the Drefs. This is, properly 
fpeaking, the Garb of the Indians of. this 
Country, who have taught it the Eng/ijh; 
and than which nothing can be better con
trived, both for Convenience and Uee. For 
when we were thus equipped. we were 
able to frand the keenefi: Cold, (except only 
for a few Days) that happened during the 
Winter. 
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A s in every- Country, different Seafons 

produce, or . rather direct Men to different 
Employments ; fo in this; our utmoft 
Skill was fuewn, and Induilry exerted, in 
killing Rabbits and Partridges, which is the 
chief Game to be met with at this Seafon. 
The former we caught after the following 
Manner. We cut down feveral fmall bulhy 
Trees, with thefe we made a Hedge two 
Feet high, and of what length we pleafed, 
leaving at every twenty YarMDiilance, fmall 
Holes for the Rabbits to run through, for 
we obferved, that they never attempted to' 
jump over. In thefe were fet Snares of 
Wire, the Ends of which were made faa to 
the End of a Pole, that layover a Crutch, 
in fuch a manner, that when the Rabbits 
entered, and began to aruggle, the Pole 
kicked up, and hung them two or three 
Feet off the Ground. This Contrivance 
had a double Conveniency, as it fecured us 
the Game we wanted, and by their being 
thus fufpended, proteCted them when taken 
from being devoured by other Animals. 
They ufe at the FaCtories no other Method 
of killing the Partridges than fhooting them, 
and in this they are very fuccefsful, for they 
are there in very great Plenty; infomuch 

that 
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that tome Mel1- may be able to Ihoot fixtyor 
eighty in a Day's Time, which makes a 
good Article in the Magazine-Lill: of Win
ter Provifion. 

ALL Animals of the Fur kind, are caught 
in Traps of different Sorts or N (ts, and thus 

the Beaver is molt commonly t:1ken. The 

ConftruCl:ion of theft: Creature's Dens, Bur
roughs, or, as they are commonly called, 
Hou{es, are very curious and ftrong, being 
built of Wood, Stone and Clay, with feveral 
Apartments in them for difft.rent Vfes. The 
Situation of thett: Beaver-Hout;;s is always 
by the Side of a Llkc or Pool, for their 
greater Convenience, 2nd more eth:dual Se
curity. It would b:: needlcf:; for me to fay 
more on this Subject, ,1: ;r ]l;lS been fo well 
kndled by c!;]incnt -Vr,iters, 7.mi what I 
have Lid, is intended olli;.' to cor:.~rm, or at 
leaft CorrctJOL!te, wh;,t tl;.~· .. d,.:liver more at 
lar'j'(' . 

b'·· 

BUT;t~ tk \Iethodc lI!~cJ Ly tbe N"~ltivesin 
taking them, may :J,~,t L:: til,; Lme in diffe~ 
rent Cuul1tr;=~, or r) g~flC':·.111y krJolvn as other 
CirCUnllbnc:::s [dating to t:l~m, I 11lall be 
more p.ntic:.Jbr. The mannerofthe Illtl!!oll's
Btl} indi'/!1s t~king them, i, JJrit to drain as 

much 
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much of the Wa,ter from about their Houfes 
as pollible; this done, and their Door co
vered with a {hong Net, they break in at 
the Top of the Houfe, which as [oon as the 
Beavers difcover, they run to the Door to 
make their Efcape, and are there entangled in 
the Nets, feized by the indians, and im
mediately ikinned. There Skins they fpread 
to dry in the Sun, and eat the Fle!h, which 
is very fat and delicious. 

A. 5 November fet in with keen Frofls, [0 

they continued through the whole of that 
Month, without any other Alteration than 
freezing with more or lefs Severity, as the 
Winds changed. When the Wind was 
Weflerly or Southerly, the Cold was very 
[upportable; but as it changed to the North 
Weft, or North, it became immediately excef
fively keen, and often attended with a Sort of 
Snow, no larger than fo many Grains of Sand, 
which drifted with the Wind in Clouds, 
from every Plain, or flat Place, that lay ex
pofed to it. This made it very dangerous 
to be out in any [uch Plains, or upon the 
River, at thofe Times, as this drift Snow is 
commonly [0 thick, that one can [carcely 
fee twenty Yards; nor is there any Tracks 
or Paths left to direCt one; all being very 

M fpeedily 
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fpeedily levelled by the Snow. SometimeS: 
when they have been thus caught, People 
have wandered in the utmoft Danger of being 
froze to Death, for many Hours, upon the 
ke of the River, not half a Mile from. the 
FaCtory, and yet, from the Caufes before-' 
mentioned, could not find their way thither. 

BUT thefe revere Colds are not felt 
a:bove four or five Days in a Month, and 
generally about the Full and Change ofthe 
Moon, which is obferved to have a mighty 
Influence on the Weather in thefe Parts. 
Then it is very tempefiuous; the Wind at 
North Weft, one may fay confiantly in the 
Winter; and generally at thofe Periods in 

the Summer. But at other Times, tho' 
there is a continued hard Froft, yet it IS 
pleafant enough; the Winds are variable and 
moderate; and one can very well go abroacl 
either {hooting or trapping. 

T H- E People now began to come from 
their Tents, weekly, for their Provifions' 
out of the Ship, of which they ufed but 
little, in the Beginning of the Seafon, while 
the Rabbits were Plenty, nay, they in a good' 
Meafure fupplyed us at Montague Haufe 
with ~hem. What Things they had to 
carry bJCkWard or forwar~ they drew after 

theQJ 
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them upon finall Sledges, made of about 
it dozen thin Staves joined together, four in 
Breadth, and turned upat one End, that they 
might the better and more eafil y {lide over the 
Snow. One Man may conveniently draw 
on fuch a Sledge, above a Hundred Weight, 
fifteen or iixteen Miles in a Winter's Day. 
The Dogs in this Country are of the Size of 
common Maftiffs, and by Nature never 
bark, but growl when they are provoked; 
and thefe Dogs being the only Beafis of Bur
then, ufed there by Englijh or Indians, will 
draw much more, and that to a greater 
Diftance, if neceifary. In long Journies, 
through deep Snows, the Men generally 
go before them to beat a Path with their 
Snow Shoes; the Dogs foon grow accuf
tamed to whatever they are taught, and 
being docil and traCtable are very ufeful. 
They are regularly fed by the Englijh upon 
the fame Allowance as the Men; but the 
Natives are quite remifs in this RefpeCt, fa 
that theirs live chiefly on what they can get. 

B E· SID E S thefe fmall Sledges, we had 
others more large and ftrong, for carrying great 
Weights; thefe were of the fame Form as 
thofe before defcribed, but ten or twelve 
Feet long, and three wide, they re-

M 2 quire 
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quire twenty or thirty Men yoked to draw 
them. The firft Time of their going to the 
Factory, was the 8th of December, from 
whence they brought two Caiks of Brandy 
for Chrillmas Cheer, which Seafon is ge
nerally celebrated in this Country by the 
EngliJh (fo eafily are the bell: Inllitutions 
corrupted) by immoderate Drinking, and all 
the Folly and Madnefs that attend it. 

AT this Time a general Council was held 
at Montague Haufe, where Captain Moor 
prepofed to lengthen, raife, and deck our 
Long-Boat, for the Uee of the Difcovery; 
which, after fome Deliberation, was refol
ved upon by a Majority. It iii very certain 
that no Meafure could be more fuitable to 
OUr Bufinefs than this j for it would have 
been very dangere'us to make fa clofe a 
Search with the Ship, as was nece1fary, 
upon an unknown Coall, with variable 
Weather, frequent thick Fogs, and Ice in 
Bays, and Inlets amongfi: broken Lands 
and Ifiands, Rocks and Shoals, without 
any Knowledge of Harbours, Tides, Cur
rents, or the DireCl:ion of the Coaft I 
whereas the Danger with a fmall Ve1fel is 
nothing in Comparifon. For it is certain that 
with fuch, one may keep within a Mile of 

the 
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the Shore, go amongft Rocks, and pafs over 
Shoals where a Velfe! of any Draught would 
ftrike. Betides, if {he came a-ground, we 
could fet her off; or if the was loft, the 
Ship was a fafe Retreat; a Chance of faving 
one's felf, in cafe of fuch Accidents, fupplied 
us with more Courage and Boldnefs than 
perhaps, otherwife, we ibould have had. 

T HIS material Affair being agreed on, 
. the Boat was drawn to a fit Place, by the 

Side of the Creek, on a high Bank theltered 
by Trees; there a Log-Tent was built 
over her, covered with Sails, with a Fire
place in the middle. This was judged 
requifite to be done, that the Carpenters 
might be able to work on her during the 
Winter, and fa have her compleat, and in 
a Condition fit for Service, when we lhould 
come to want her in the Spring. The 
Reader will perceive, that by thefe Difpoti
tions every Method was taken that Reafon 
could fuggeft, for making the Winter tole
rable; and I thall hereafter lhew, that our 
Precautions were attended with as good Ef
fects, as we could expect from them; fo 
that there need not for the future be any 
fuch dreadful Apprehenfions of expoGng 
people to infupportable Hard{hips, in cafe 

M a of 
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of their being obliged to winter in the(~ 

Parts, while employed upon this Difcovery. 
13ut in order to do this more effectually, and 
that the Reader may form a better and 
clearer Notion both of what has been (aid, 
and of what I {ball be obliged farther to 
fay upon this Subject; it will be proper 
that I {bould infeft here as difiinCl: an Ac~ 
count, as it is in my power to give, of this 
Country, and every Thing relating to it, 
which I {ball do with the utmofl: Plainnefs~ 
and the fl:riCl:efl Regard to Facts poffible. : 

I T is true, that in order to give fuch a 
full and particular Defcription, I {ball be 
obliged to repeat many Things that have 
been already faid by others ; but this, I hope, 
will be thought no inexcufable Fault in me; 
hecaufe it is abfolutely nece1fary to my De~ 
iign ; and becaufe I do not repeat them ei
ther in the Words of thofe Authors, or 
upon their Authority, but from my own 
Knowledge. It will be alfo requitite for 
me to fay fomewhat of the ConduCt and 
Behaviour of our Countrymen that retide i~ 
thofe Parts; and if in doing this, I {bould 
give any Offence, it may be depended upOli 
that it does not proceed from any kind of 
Prejudice, or perfonal Refentment, but 

from 
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. from that Regard to Truth, which it be
comes a Man to ha .... e, who writes from no 
other Motive than the Information of the 
Publick. I muCr farther beg leave to add, 
that as I am not inftigated by any kind of 
Rancour, fo I am as far from writing under 
the Direction of apy Sort of Influence; 
there being no kind of Intention in me to 
recommend myfelf by what I deliver in this 
Narration to any Set of Men whatever, 
farther than may arife from the Sincerity of 
my Relation, and my fetting down freely 
and fairly thofe Obfervations that I had an 
Opportunity of making, by the Share I had, 
and my Station, in this laft Expedition. To 
thefe the Publick feem to have a Right, as 
well from the important Confequences with 
Which the North Weft Pa1Lge, whenever 
jt is difcovered, will be attended to the Na
tion in general; as to thofe w\'o are im
mediately concerned in making that Di[co
very, as from the great Attention that has 
been lhewn to this Undertaking, and the 
confiderable Rew. ~d that the Legiflature 
has been pleaftd to--,dfer to encourage i,. 
When fuch Steps as tfiefe are' taken by the 
great Council of the Nation, and when, out 
pf Refpett to their Proceedings, all the pub-
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lick Boards in this Kingdom have given, 
whenever applied to, whatever Affifiance, 
Protection, or Indulgencies could be reafo
nably expeCted or defired from them, 
it certainly lays every private Man under th~, 
firongeft Obligation, where, by good For
tune, it lies any way in his Power. to con
tribute all he can to the facilitating fo great 
a Defign; and the Honour he has in pro
moting it, ought certainly to overballatu:e 
any Concern or Apprehenfions he may be 
under, of difobliging fuch, as may poffibly 
have an Intereft in preventing the Difcovery 
of a North Weft Paffage, and who have 
nothing but their private Intereft in tha~ 

Refpett. to plead in Excufe of the Methods 
taken to difcourage it. 

THE Coafts of this Country, which are 
now tolerably well known, extend from the 
Latitude of about 5 [0 to 68° North, hav
ing Hudfln's-Bay to the Eqft, Canada to the 
South; but as for it's Boundaries to the WeJi 
and North, they are as yet undifcovered. In 
the Southern Parts, and where we wintered, 
the Soil is very fertile; the Surface being a 
loofe dark Mould. under which are Layers 
of different coloured Clays, pale. yellow, 

&c. 
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&c. Nigh the Shores the Land is low and 
mar£hy, covered with Trees of various 
Sorts. as Spruce, Larch, Poplar, Birch, 
Alder and Willow; within Land there are 
large Plains, with little Herbage on them 
except Mofs, and interfperfed with Tuf[s of 
Trees and fome Lakes, as alfo fome Hills or 
Ifiands, as they are called, covered with 
£hrubby Trees, and deep Mofs, the Soil of 
!l turfy Nature. 

THERE are great variety of Shrubs and 
Plants, many of thofe that are known in 
f-urope ; as the Goofeberry, Currant, Crane
berry, Shrubs bearing red and black Berries, 
which the Partridges feed on, therefore called 
Partridge Berries. The Plant, by the Indians 
called Wizzekapukka,ufed by them, and the 
Englijh as a Medicine, in nervous and fcor
butick Diforders; it's moil: apparent and 
immediate EffeCt, is promoting Digdlion. 
and caufing a keen Appetite. To this Plant, 
the Surgeons refiding at the FaCtories, af
cribe all the Q!.dities of Rhubarb; it is a 
firongAromatick,2nd tail:es pleafantlyenough 
~hen drank as a Tea,which is the common 
Way of ufing it. Here al[o are to be met 
with Strawberries, Angelica, Chickweed, 

- Nettles Butterfiowers, wild Auriculas, Sa-
. - , 
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vine, many of the Lapland Plants, and 
others that are unknown to us. By the 
Sides of Lakes and Rivers there is abun
dance of wild Rice, which, if cultivated, 
would make good Food. Long Grafs and 
gQod Meadow-Ground; and at the Fatl"o
ries,are tolerable Gardens,efpecially at rork. 
Fort, Albany, and Moofe-River, where moft 
kindsofEnglijh Garden Stuff grow very well, 
{uch as Peafe, Beans, Cabbage, Turnips, 
and many kinds of Sallads; but then the 
Country is much more fruitful farther 
within Land, than at thofe Places j 

for there it is much warmer in Summer, and 
the Froas are far lefs fevere, as well as the 
Winter 1horter ; fo that the Ground neither 
freezesfo deep,nor remainsfo long unthawed. 

As to Minerals, ~;lere are unquefiiona., 
bly abundance of different Sorts here j 

I have met with Iron Ore myfelf, and 
have been credibly informed, that Lead 
Ore is to be found on the Surface of the 
Earth in Plenty at Churchill; not to men
tion a very rich Copper-Mine, -from whence 
the Northern Indians frequently bring Pieces 
to Churchill, of which I have one by 
me; there are likewife great variety of 
Talks,Spars, and :Rock ChryfiaJs of different 

~oJours. 
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.Colours, as red and white; the former re~ 
fembling Rubies, the latter of a larger 
Size, and very tranfparent, fuooting out 
in pentangular Prifms. ASubftance rcfem
bling Coal is alfo found in the Northern 
Parts, which burns; the Asbefius likewife 
,or Stone Flax is common here; and a Stone 
of a black fmooth and {bining Surface, tha~ 

feparates eafily in thin tranfparent Leaves~ 
refembling the MufcovJ Talk, which the; 
Natives nfe, as Looking-Glaffes. b alfo 
abounds with diverfe Sorts of Marble, 
fame perfecrly white, and fame vari
oufly fpeckled with red, green and blue 
Spots. Shells are feldom met with; the only 
piles I faw were Limpids, Mufcles,and Peri
~incles; tho' there are feveral others, but 
rarely to be ken; for aU kind of Shell-Filh 
here chufe deep Water, otherwife they 
Vt-ould be froze in the Winter. 

THE Air of this Country is never, or at 
leaft, is very feldom clear; in the Spring and 
Fall of the Year there are heavy wet Fogs; 
and in the Winter, the Air is full of an in
finite Number of icy Spicula, that are vifible 
to the naked Eye, efpecially if the Wind be 
Northerly or Eafierly, ;lnd the Frofi fevere :; 
the Reafon of it is this, wherever the Water 
l 
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is clear of Ice; in the Winter, there arifes a 
very thick Vapour, commonly called Fr'!fl 
Smoak; thisVapour Freezing is driven by the 
Wind in the Form we fee it. All the Beginning 
of the Winter, Port Nelfon River was unfroze 
in the Stream; this lying to the Northwardof 
us, the Wind blowing from that Point, con
ftantly brought with it Showers of thefe icy 
Particles, whichdifappeared when it wasfroze. 

HEN C E alfo frequent Mock Suns 
and Halo's about the Moon and Sun, very· 
luminous and beautifully tinged, with all the 
various Colours of the Rainbow, are very 
common. Six of thefe Parhelia or Mock 
Suns, I have feen at one Time, which to 
us was very furprizing. The true Sun 
alfo rifes and fets there, with a large Cone 
of yellow Light, perpendicular to it i and no 
fooner does it difappear, than the Aurora Bo
realis fpread a thoufand different Lights and 
Colours over the whole Concave of the Sky, 
with fo refplendent a Beauty, that even the 
Full-Moon does not efface their Luftre. 
But if the Moon does not !hine, thefe 
Lights are much more apparent; for 
one may then read diftinctly by them. 
and the Shadows of Objects are feen upen 
the Snow, tending to the South Eajl ; as the 

Light 
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. Light !hines brightefi in the oppofite 
Quarter, where it rifes, and whence the 
Rays thereof are propagated over the whole 
Face of the Sky, with a waving kind of 
Motion. The Stars feem in this Country 
to burn with a fiery Rednefs, efpecially thofe 
near the Horjzon, which firongly refemble 
a Fire, or a Ship's Light at a Difl:ance. 

THUNDER and Lightning, as has been 
obferved, are not very common in Summer, 
tho' thatSeafon for about fix Weeks or two 
Months is very warm, but when it does hap
pen it is terrible enough; I have feen for a 
good Space together, the Branches and Bark 
burnt off the Trees, and was informed it 
wasbyLightning. The Trees in this Country 
are very eafily fet on fire, therefore I was the 
more ready to believe it; the under Side of 
the Branches of the Spruce and Larch are 
covered with a black and white hairy Mofs, 
which kindles like dry Flax, running from 
Tree to Tree, with infinit~ Celerity, accord
irrg to the DireCtion of the Wind, till all the 
Wood that lies round is in a Blaze; this dries 
the Timber, fo that it makes excellent Fire
wood, and indeed much Occafion there is 
for it, for the Winters are cold enough, to 
require aU that can be had. 

w~ 
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WE ufed to put a Horfe Load of Wooo, 

at leaft, at a Time into our Stove, which 
was built of Brick, fix Feet long! two wide,. 
and three high; when the Wood was near 
burnt, the Embers were beat off, the Brands 
thrown out, and the Top of the Chimney 
il:opped, which oecafioned a fulphurous, fuf
foeating Smell, and fo great a Heat, that 
notwithftanding the Rigour of the Climate.· 
we frequently fweat. The Difference is fu 
extreme between the Heat within and Cold 
without, that People who have been 
expofed to the Severity of the Seafon with
out Doors, very often faint on enfering the 
Houfe, and remain for fome Time in a 
kind of Hfelefs Condition. If a Door or 
Window was but opelleu, the cold Air 
ruthed in with great Fury, and turned the 
inclofed Vapours into fmall Snow; nor was 
all the Heat we could raife fuffieient to 
keep our Windows, the Ceiling, or Sides of 
the Houfe clear from Snow and Ice ; thore, 
whofe Bedcloaths touched the Walls, were 
generally froze faft to them by Morning, 
and our Breaths ftttled in a white hoar Froil 
upon the Blankets. 

ALL thefeAecidentsfollowed foen after the 
Fire went out, as the Houfe cooled, then 

the.. 
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the Sap that was thawed in the Timber with 
fhe Heat,froze, fplitting it with Cracks,little 
inferior in Noife to the Report of a Mufquet. 
No Liquid can withfiand the Cold if ex
pofed to it, fhong Brine, Brandy, and even 
Spirits of Wine freeze; but the latter 
not into a folid Mafs, but to the Cc;m
fifience of Oil; when the Weather is be
tween temperate and freezing. All the Li
quors under the Proof of common Spirits, 
freeze to a State perfectly folid, and burfi 
the Ve1Tels that contain them, whether of 
Wood, Tin, or even Copper. The Ice in 
the Rivers about us, was above eight Feet 
thick, and the Snow three deep, but where 
it drifted much more. Whatever freib Pro
vifions we could procure, as Deers-Fleth, 
Rabbits, Partridges, PheaLmts, Fith, &c. we 
kept fweet as long as we pleafed, without 
deriving any Affifiance from Salt, for they 
are in!l:antly froz ~ as they are killed, and re
main fo from october till April, when they 
begin to thaw, and confequently grow moift 

and fpoil. 
THE Rabbits, Hares and Partridges 

change their Colour from the common 
Brown and Grey, in Summer, to White, in 
Winter; fome are of Opinion they lofe their 
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Feathers and Hairs with the Colour, but the 
contrary is evident to all, who have taken 
any Pains to fatisfy themfelves in this Re
{pea, at leafi I can fay fa much for myfelf j 
for in the Beginning of Winter, I have ob
ferved the Tops only of the Hair of the Rab-. 
bits to be white, while the Roots that were 
lefs expofed to the Cold, have been grey; 
whereas if they had changed their Hair, the 
very reverfe would have appeared at thal 
Soofon. 

BEING now entered on this Subjecr, 
of the firange Effects of Cold, let us fpeak 
of it in regard to Human Bodies. Several of 
our People had their Faces, Ears, and Toes 
froze, but not dangeroufly. Whilft thl 
Flelh is in that State, it is white and hard 
like Ice, but by rubbing with a warm Hand, 
or [-:loner with a Beaver Mitten, it is thawed, 
and this Accident is attt:nded \'\;ith no worfe 
Confequence than leaving a Blifie; behind ~ 
but if the Part is froze dt:ep.~:nd continl1es 
fa long, it mortifies. vV ~ find extreme 
Cold has the [arne Effect i:1 this Cafe, as 
extreme Heat ;and the fame Applications cure 
a Part froze, that would do [0 had it been 
burnt. It is very trouble[ome, when a 
Perfon happens to have any Part of his Body 

froze 
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froze in the Beginning of the Winter, for 
the Place grows very tender thereupon, and 
is much more apt to be froze again, than any 
other Part. 

IN our outward bound Paffage, a Thermo
meter we carried with us from England, was 
broke, which proved a great Lofs, as a Series of 
Obfervations, made by the Help of that Infiru
ment, would have afcertained the pegrees of 
Cold, and have been much more fatisfaCtory, 
than any Relation of it's EffeCts poffibly 
can be. But where this Certainty is want
ing, any Approaches to it are to be confide
red as the moft requifite Supplements; and 
will be great Helps to the Enquiries and 
ConjeCtures of the Ingenious. It is not 
at all to be wondered, that Captain Middle
ton's Men fuffered very great Extremities 
and Inconveniencies from the Cold, when 
he wintered at Churchill, in the Year 
J74 1, confidering his Situation, which was 
upon a fmall bleak Ifthmus, furrounded 
with a vaft Extent of Ice; befides his Peo
ple wore no other Clothes than what they 
commonly wore in other Voyages; whereas 
had they been furnilhed with large Beaver 
Coats, and had built Lodges in the Woods, 
they would have fuffered very little in Com-
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parifon to what they did: Sinee., as to- arty \ 
Diftreffes our People underwent, they- were ' 
occafioned for Want of pt'oper Food, and 
an inexcufable Indifcretion in the Ufe of" 
fpirituous Liquors, ra.her than from ~.he 111'
tenfenefs of the Cold; and yet, as haS' beCIt 

1hewn, we were far eQough fV0IIl ~ing. ex-, 
empted from the ufual Severities: &f the 
HudJon's-Bay Climate. 

NAT U R E filrniihes every Ani!Bj!' here' 
with extraordinary Furs to relift l1he. Colli', 
that gradually faU off as the warm Wea;' 
ther returns; and whilth is fomewhat' eJftra
ordinary; fo it happens with Dog! and eati 
brought thither from Europe-. As in aU the' 
Parts of the Bodies of Animals, which, are 
furtheftfromtheHeart, fuch as Feet, Claws,. 
and Tails, the Blood is colder, and Circula
tion flower, it happenll from them:e-, that 
thofe Extremities are very apt to freeze. But, 
it is very well worthy Notice, that few 
of the Animals of this Country mve 
long Tails or Legs;, for in&ince, the Beus, 
Rabbits, Hares, American Cats, POOCIJ,o 
pines, esc. have all {hort ones; and thofe 
that have long Tails, as the Fox, &c. have 
thofe Parts furptizingly protected by long 
buffiy Hair, which keeps them from' the 

Senfe 
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. Sen(e of Cold. If we touch Iron, or any 
other. fmooth folid Su~face in the Winter, 
Our Fingers are froze faft to it i if in drink
ing a Drarfi of Brandy out of a Glafs,. one's 
Tongue or Lips touch it, in pulling them 
away the Skin is left upon it. An odd In
france of this Sort happened to one of our 
Feople, who was carrying a Bottle of Spirits, 
from the Haufe to his Tent; for not having 
a Cork to flop the Bottle, he made ufe of 
his Finger, which was foon froze faft, 
by whiCh Accident he loft.a Part of it to 
inake a Cure practicable. All folid Bodies, 
as Glafs; Iron, Ice, and fuch like, acquire 
a Degree of Cold fo very intenfe, that they 
tdi'ft the Effects even of a flrong Heat, and 
that too for a good while. I have brought 
an Axe in ftonl without Doors, where it 
has been expofed to the Frofl, and held it 
yvit'bin half a Foot' of a good Fire, then 
peured Water upon it, which has been in
flantly formed into Cakes of Ice, and fo re
I'nained for (orne Time. Thus poffibly may 
the mountainous mes of Ice encreafe, while 
the Air is temperate round them; thus tob 
is the Ground froze to that Depth we found 
it, when thePitwasdugtoburyourBeerin; for 
aHole beini funk four Feet, below the com-

N 2 man 
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mon Depth of the Pit, which was twelve 
Feet, the Ground appeared there to be very 
hard froze. 

BE F'O R E the Beer was flowed, a Bed of 
Willow and Grafs of a Foot thick, was put 
under and over it, as alfo twelve Feet deep 
of a foapy Earth; yet fome of the Caflts of 

,Small Beer, next the Sides, were froze, and 
the flrong Iron-bound Calk that enclofed it 
burfl.' In the Heart of the Ice, the fpirituous 
Parts remained fluid, this Liquor was flrong, 
but the Ice melted, tailed quite vapid; other 
Cafk.s were not burll, or their Contents 
above half congealed; the watry Parts hav
ing Time to thaw and mix with the fpiri
tous, the whole when we came to drink 
it proved very good, nay, we fancied better 
than if it had never been froze. From this 
long Account of the Severity of their Win
ters, it is natural for my Readers to conclude 
this Country, the mofl uncomfortable in 
the World, and it's Inhabitants the moll: 
unhappy. But in fact however, they are 
very far from it. If the Weather is cold 
they have Abundance of Beaver-Skins to 
clothe them, and many other Conveniencies, 
that put them in lome Meilfure, at lea/l:, on 
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a Level, with thofe who live in a milder 
Clime. 

BUT what in this Refpe-Cl: will appear 
much more extraordinary, I dare affert, that 
People from Europe, who have lived here 
for fome Years, prefer it to all other Places, 
and when they leave it, and come Home 
with the Ships, they grow tired in a few 
Months, of a more moderate Climate, and 
with with Impatience for the proper Seafon, 
th r rna y gi ve them an Opportuni ty of revifi tin g 
thdt: f ozen Regions. The Natives of this 
Land are of a middle. Size, Copper Colour, 
with black Eye., and long lank Hair of th6 
fame Colour, but their Features vary as in Eu
rope. They are of a chearful Difpofition, 
good-natured. affable, friendly and honeft 
in their Dea:lings. They live in Tents co
vered with Moofe, and Deer-Skins fewed 
together; as their Time is [pent chiefly in. 
Hunting, Fiiliing and Fowling, they change 
their Habitations, according, as they find 
the Game plenty or [carce. 

THE y do not live in any great Numbers 
together,. for the fame Reafon; becaufe it· 
would be more difficult to provide N eceifa
ries to feed and clothe them, therefore they 
have no Body of Laws to regulate their Con-
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duet; but are influenced in their Behalli",r. 
by'a natural ReCtitude of Difpofit1on. thal 
reil:rains them from all ACts of Viol6flG~ and 
Injuil:ice one to another.- as effeCtually' as t~ 
molt: rigid Laws could. The Chiefs in eve~ 
ry Family or Tribe, . who generally fpe:dtjilg . 
are chofe from amongil: the moil: ancient of 
the People, but chiefly for their Sk.iIl ~ 
Hunting and Experience in Trade, Domef. 
tick Affairs, or Valour in War, which they 
often wage with the Ejkimaux; direCt thore 
who refide with them in their different Em
ploymentsof Hunting, Fowling, Fi!hing,~f .. 
yet their Advice is followed rather thro~glJ 
Deference than Obligation, for, in Point of 
Exemption from Power, they may be truly 
called a free People. ' 

THE y have no Dependance upon the 
'Fruits of the Earth for their Subfiil:ance, Iiv • 
. ing entirely on the Animals they take in 
Hunting or Trapping, at which they are very 
dexterous. They make prodigious Slaughter 

'every Seafon among the Deer, from an 
unaccountable Notion that the mere they 
ddhoy, the greater Plenty will fucceed; 
therefore fometimes they leave three or four 
hundred dead on the Plain, taking out of 
thein only their Tongues, and leaving their 
Carcalles either to rot, or be devoured by 

the 
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,(,he wild Beafts. At other Times they at
o(ack tmem in the Water, and kill prodigious 
.Numbers, which they bring down on Floats 
10 the FaCl:ories. Thefe Creatures crofs 
,a ",aft Extent of Country, from South to 
North, in the Spring of the Year, in order 
to bring forth their Young in Places of 
Safety; that is, in the more Northerly Parts, 
which are either entirely uninhabited, or at 
leaft but very thinly planted. 

I N their Route thither, they are ex
tremely tormented with large Gnats' and 
Mufkettoes, with which this Country, du
ring- the little Summer it enjoys, is greatly 
infefted. This caufes the Deer to take to 
the Rivers and Lakes for Shelter, and gives 
the Indians a greater Opportunity of killing 
them. It would be very hard to account 
whence {uch infiniteN umbersofthefeInfetl:-s 
1hould come fo fuddenly as they do, or how 
they are propagaged, did not Experience 
thew, that they [urvive the Winter, or rather 
remain in a kind of life1e[s State, from which 
the Return of the warm Sea[on recovers 
them. I will mention a very plain Inl1:ance, 
in order to 1hew the Truth of this. A cer
tain Perron in the Winter-Time, crofling a 
{mall Creek, upon a Tree that lay over it~ 
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happened to flip his Foot on one Side, by 
which he broke from the Tree a black 
Lump, that on Examination he found to 
be nothing elfe but a vaft Mafs of Mufkc
toes, froze together, this he brought to a 
Fire, which thawing the vital Juices in thefe 
Infea:s, they prefently began to move. 
After that, carrying them out into the 
freezing Air, they as quickly refumed their 
former fenfelefs State, and no Methods 
could afterwards reftore them to Life. 
Without all doubt, many other Animals 
that difappear in the Winter are reduced to 
the fame numbed and inaa:ive Condition. I 
thall 1l:rengthen this by juft mentioning a 
Faa:, that is very well known to the Englifh, 

'who refide in the Northern Settlements of 
America, which is, that by the Sides of 
Lakes, in Banks or Holes, at the Roots 9f 
Trees, are often found in the Winter, Frogs 
that are froze in fuch a manner, that their 
Fleili has been as hard as common Ice, yet 
thefe Frogs being thawed by a gentle Heat, 
recover Life fo as to be able to crawl about, 
but fuddenly freezing them again, they be
came irrecoverable, in the fame manner, 
as is before reported of the Mufketoes. 
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THE Indians live not only on the Flefu 

of Animals they kill in hunting, but on that 
alfo of Birds of Paffage; fuch as Swans, 
Wild Geefe, Ducks, Plover, and many 
other of that Kind that go to the N orth
ward in the Spring to breed, and return to the 
Southward in Autumn, and others alfo, {uch 
as Eagles, Crows, Owls, Hawks and Gulls. 
likewife upon Partridges and Pheafants, 
which fray in the Winter. Their Flelh in 
general they boil and eat by itfelf, and 
then drink the Water it was boiled in, 
which they efieem very who\efome. In 
like manner they drefs their Filh, of which 
they have (ome Variety, and very good; up 
the Rivers and Lakes, they have large 
Sturgeon, Carp, Trout, Pike, and two very 
delicious Kinds of Filh; the one called by 
the French, White Filh, but by the Indians 
and Englijh, Titymagg; the other refem
bling an Eel, but fpotted with yellow and 
white, called by the Natives Muthoy. 
Thefe' are reckoned fattefi in the Winter
Time, when they are caught by making 
Holes in the Ice; where, on letting down a 
baited Hook, the Fifh greedily take it. 

A T the Mouths of the Rivers, cfpecial1y 
,hofe more to the North) are Pknty of fine 
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Salmon, Trout. and another wh.ich is a tolc,. 
rable good Fi1h r.efembling a Carp,ca!ie4 
a Sucker, and there alfo comesm lWth 
lhe Flood Tide, in great Numbers of'WMre 
Whales, which might eafilf be taken, and 
large Profits made of their Oil. Seals We fre,.. 
quent thefe Coall:s; but in no great N-lJm~, 
except as far North, as Lat. 60°. 

TH ~ Clothing of the Men here in SUrmn&r, 
~s a loofe Coat, made of Blanket, which thC¥ 
buy either from the french or EngliJh fettled 
in their ~eighbourhood; a pair of Leather 
Stockings, which come fo high, as to ferve 
for Breeches; they make Shoes alfo of the 
fame Materials. The Womens Clothes 
differ from the Mens only in this., they 
generally wear a Petticoat, that comes a lit
tle Jower than their Knees, in tht\ Winter. 
Their ordinary Apparel is of the Skin of the 
Deer, Otter or Beav'.:r, with the Hair or 
Fur on; the Sleeves of their upper Habit, are 
frequently feparate from the Body, and 
taken on and off at Pleafure, being only 
tied with Strings at the Shoulders ; fo that 
their Arm-pits, even in the depth of Winter, 
are expofed to the Cold, which they reckon. 
contributes to their Health. It mull: be owned 
their Difeafes are but few, and thofe chiefly 
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.tfJH6g front Colds, taken after drinking 
Spiritl:l9\~s J;.iquors, which they buy from Ule 
&,glijh, contrary to the wifer Ma'!Cims of 
i:h~ Fr,tnch, who fell the~ none.'· The 
fre~Fb efteem the drinking thefe . Liquors. 
pot only prejudicial to the Confiitutions of 
the Natives, bu~ al[o to their Trade; forasthat 
~epends upqn their fJardinefs, Dexterity and 
~ucc~ in Hunting, i~ mull: nece1fa,...ily 
,decline, as thefe Q.!!..alities are impaired. 
This is obvious alfo; in Point of Fact, a-:
,nongft thofe Indiatls? who have an Inter
courfe wjth the ~nglijh. The inland 111-
4ja~s will not drink :arandy~ from an Opi
nion of ifs bad lUfects ; thefe are a healthy. 
~all, active and rohuft reople, who bring 
down as roany Furs as the Conveniency of 
file Carri~ge win allo~, and leave many 
more behind. Whereas thofe lndians, who 
are addicted to prunkennefs, fuch as the 
:flame ,ndians, or thofe who live in Places 
~ontiguous to the Hudflll's-Bay Company's 
Settlements, are a meagre, fmall, and indo
lent Kind of :people, hardly equal to the 
Hardlhips of the Country, and [ubject to 
many Diforders. Befides, there is no Com
parifon in the Number of Furs that the one 
and the other bring into Trade; [0 that thefe 
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latter are rendered much more u nprofitable and 
ufelefs, than they would have been, if thei 
had never known the Ufe of this pernicious 
Liquor. . 

Tll E yare pretty much fubject to fome 
Diforders in the Breafr, but to no contagious 
Difeafes : Whenever' they find themfelves 
begin to be indifpofed, they drink an Infu
lion of the Herb called WizzdapuUa, the 
Broth of Fifh, which they call Shaggamitie, 
orelfe fweatthernfelves. Their mannerofdo-' 
ing this, is as follows; they get a large round 
Stone, on which they make a Fire, and keep 
it burning till the Stone becomes red .. hot; 
over this they make a fmall Tent covered 
clofe on all Sides, then go into it naked; 
with a Vetfel .full of Water; this they 
fprinkle on the Stone, which fills the little 
Tent with a copious Supp!y of moiO: warm 
Vapours, that very foon produce a O:rong 
Perfpiration in the Patient. When' the
Stone grows cool, the Pores of the Skin be
ing frill open, they come out of the Tent, and 
inO:antly plunge themfelves into the Water, 
or in Winter, when Water is not to be had, 
they roll themfelves in the Snow, and' 
this they look upon a5 a Cure for moO: of 
the Maladies common, in that Country. A 
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ftrange and fingular Remedy· they alfo have 
for the Cholick, and all Diforders of the 
Bowels, that is to fwallow a greatQ!gtntityof 
Tobacco Smoke, by which they pofitively 
affirm they obtain great and.fpeedy Relief. 
If their Heads are at any Time fiuffed or 
incommoded, they force the fame Smoke 
out of their Nofirils. They frequently be
come Snow-blind, in the Spring of the Year, 
at which Time I have been informed, a 
Film grows over the Pupil of the Eye, 
which I was likewife told thefe People are 
fa ingenious as to cut away with the lharp 
Point of a Gun-Flint. 

THE y very often in their drunken Fits 
commit exceffi ve Diforders,fuch as quarrelling, 
burning their Tents, abufing their Wives, 
and then perhaps go to Sleep by the Fire,. 
where frequently they are terribly burnt, or if 
they are at any Diftance from it, as mifera
bly froze, if it be in Winter-Time. When 
they are fober, they are very courteous, and 
compaffionate, and that as well to thofe 
who are abfolute Strangers, as their own 
Family; and their AffeCtion for their Chil
dren is fingularly great. An extraordinary 
Inft"ance of this happened lately at York
Fort: Two fmall Canoes, pailing Hayes's 
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River, when they had ·got to the middio of 
i(, one of them, which was mado og tho; 
Bark of a Birch Tr:ce, funk, in which ~ 
an Indian, his ""ife and. Child: The othe, 
Cacoe being fmall, and incapahle of "ccil
ving more than one of the PaTentS, ani thd 
Child, produced. a very extraordi~· COIl''; 

teft between the Man and his Wife;: not 

but that both of them were wiJ:lit:Jg 110 deVote 
themfelves to fave the other, but the :f>ifli.. 
culty lay in deteJimining which woUld be 
the greateft Lofs to thi: Child. The. MaD' 
ufed many Arguments to provcit more 
reafonable,. that he lhould 1» drowned\' 
than the Woman. But: the alledg.d' , on 
the contrary, it was more fOf' the Ad.; 
vantage of the Chi.ld, that the iho~ld p~~" 
becaufe he, as a Man, was better abte to 

hunt; and, confequently" to provide f~ it. 
The little Time there was ftill rema,iniRg,' 
was fpent in mutual. Exprefiions of T6Ador~ 
nefs, the Woman ftrongly recommeading.' 
as for the laft Time, to her Hu{ba~i(h th~ 
Care of her Child. This being done, they' 
took leavein the Water; the Womaa ~ir.; 
ring the Canoe was drowned, and tQe Man 
with the Child got fafe a-lbore, ami is npw 
taken much Notice of by the People the~ 
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about. Upon the whole it appears, that the 
fIngleObjeB: in View,was the Prefervationof 
their Child j for tho' the Man offered to fa
crifice himfelf, it may be very well fup
pofed it was more for the Sake of the Child 
than of the Woman j becaufe on other Occa
fions they behave with no great RefpeCl: to 
the Sex. 

I T is looked upon as a great Offence, for 
the Women to ftride over the Legs of the 
Men when they fi·t on the Ground, and 
they even think it beneath them to drink 
oat of the fame Veifel with their Wives. 
OAe,Cuftom they have, which is very ex
tr~rdiAary j that when their Parents grow 
fa Qld, as to be incapable to fupport them
felves by their own Labour, they require 
their Children to ftrangle them, and this is ef
t6emc(hn ACt of Obedience in their Children 
to peJ;form. ,The Manner of difcharging 
this lai\ Doty, is thus, the Grave of the old 
~[fon. being dug, he goes into it,and after 
having converted and fmoaked a Pipe, or 
perhaps drank a Dram or two with their 
Children, the old Perf on fignifies he is ready; 
upon which two of the Children put a 
Thong about his Neck, one ilanding on one 
Side, and the other oppofite to him, pull 
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violently till he is firangled, then cover him 
with Earth, and over that they ereel: a 
kind of rough Monument of Stones. As for 
{uch old Perfons as have no Children, they re
queft this Office from their Friends, tho' in 
this laft Cafe, it is not always complied witli. 

AN Indian in travelling confideri the 
Meeting a Grave as an Omen of fome ap
proaching Misfortune; in order' to avert 
which, he lays a Stone upon the Grave, 
and fo proceeds on his Journey. There 
are many among!l them, efpecially thofe 
inhabiting upon the Banks of the great inland 
Lakes, who profefs Quacking, with Stuff 
they buy from the EngliJh; fuch as Sugar, 
Ginger; Barley, Allfpice, Garden-Seeds, 
Spaniih-Liquoriili, Snuff, &c. all which 
are taken in fmall Quantities, either as Re
medies for Difeafes, or to make them excel 
in Hunting, Fowling, Fiiliing,Fighting, &c. 
which are Q!.alities afcribed to thefe Trifles by 
the Englijh in Hudfon's-Bay, and with fuch 
Commodities, one third of our Trade is carried 
on amongfi: thofe ~acks, who practife for 
Furs, which they receive from, or rather, out 
of which they deceive, the common People. 
This is a great, but very beneficial Impofi-' 
tioI:l, tho' certainly it would be much more' 
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f~r the Advantage of Great-Britain, to pro
mote the Sale of their Woollen and Iron 
Manufaaure, than to permit fuch a kind of 
Traffick, which betides being fcandalous in 
it's Nature, is equally prejudicial in its Con
fequences to us and to the Natives • 

. IT may be expeaed that I fhould fay 
fomething of the religious Sentiments of 
thefe People; and to fatisfy this Expecta-' 
tion, I thall acquaint the Publick with all I 
know, without adding any thing from 
Conjectures. It is very certain, that their 
N0tions upon this Subjea are very limited 
and imperfea. They acknowledge a Be
ing of infinite Goodnefs, whom they friIe 
Ukkewma, which in their Language figni
lies the great Chief; they look upon him as 
the Author of all the Benefits they enjoy, and 
fpeak of him with Reverence. They like" 
wife fing a kind of Hymns in his Praife, and 
this in a grave folemn Tone, not altogether 
difagreeable. Yet their Sentiments on this 
Head are very loofe and confufed, fo that 
it is not eafy to fay what they mean by this 
kind of publick W odhip. They likewife 
acknowledge another Being, whom they 
call Wittikka, whom they reprefent as the 
Inftrument of all kinds of Mifchief and Evil ; 
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and of him they are very much afraid; hut 
however we kno'W of no Methods- made ufe 
of by them to appeafe him. 

THE Condition of thefe poor People is 
melancholy -enough, tho' it does not make 
{uch an Impreffion on them as one would 
expect; fof' tho' the beft: Part of their Life 
is fpent in procuring Neceffaries for the Sub~ 
fifiance of themfelves and of their Families; 
yet they have no great Notion of FrugaJity~ 
or providing againft: thofe Dift:reffes, to which 
they are fure to be expofed every Winter, 
are very free of their Provifions, when they 
have Plenty, and except drying a little Veni
fon and Fiih, take no Care for Supplies, in 
a time of Dearth. It has fometimes hap
pened that the Indians, who come in the 
Summer to trade at the FaCtories, miffing of 
the Succours they expected, have been ob
liged to finge off the Hair from thoufands of 
Beaver Skins, in order to feed upon the 
Leather . Yet in [uch Cafes, they keep up 
their Spirits in a tolerable Degree, omit no
thing that is in their power to procure where
withal to fupport their Families, and whoo 
reduced to the greateft: Extremities, un
dergo them with a kind of habjtual and 
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neady Pat~ence, whi,h it is much eafier to 
admire than imitate. 
. Birr the greatefi of thefe Hard(hips and 
Fatigues, to which they are expofed, as 
well from Hunger as ftom Cold, happen 
to them in their Journeys, for it is a Thing 
common with them, to travel two or three 
hundred Miles, even in the depth of Win
ter, thro' a wide open COImtry; without meet
ing with any Houfe to receive, or carrying 
any Tent to proteCl: them. In [uch Jour
neys; it is their Cufiom, when Night ap
proaches; to raife a little kind of Fence with 
Brufh-Wood; to the Leeward of which they 
make a Fire, and after clearing away the 
Snow, they lie down upon the Ground, and 
Deep between the Fire and the Fence. But 
if, as it [ometimes falls out, they happen to 
be benighted upon fame wild Plain, where 
no [uch Fence can be made for want of 
Wood, they are then forced to lie down 
under the Snow, which proves [orne De
fence from the Cold ; and this, as from the 
Writings of modern Authors appears, is a 
Thing likewife praCtifed in the Extremities 
of Siberia, where the Climate is not at all 
more temperate. 
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G REA T as thefe Hardlhips are, which 

refult from the Rigour of the Cold j yet it 
may be juftly'affirmed, that they are much 
inferior to thofe, which they feel from the 
Scarcity of Provifions, and tne Difficulty 
they are under in procuring them. A Story 
which is related at the Faa:ories, and known 
to be true, will fufficiently prove this, and 
give the compaffionate Reader a juft Idea of 
the Miferies, to which thefe unhappy Peo
ple are expofed. An Indian, with his Fa
mily, coming down to Trade, from a Place 
at a very great Diftance, had the Misfor
tune to meet but with very little Game by 
the Way; fo that, in a lhort Time, him
felf, his Wife, and his Children, were re
duced to the laft Diftrefs. In thefe Circum
fiances, they plucked the Fur from their 
Clothes, and preferved Life as long as they 
were able, by feeding on the. Skins they 
wore; but even this wretched Refource foon 
failed them; and then, what is terrible to 
conceive, and horrible to relate, thefe poor 
Creatures fuftainedthemfelves, by feeding 
on the Flelh of two of their Children. On 
their Arrival at the Faa:ory, the diftraCled 
Indian, whofe Heart overflowed with Grief, 
told t~is melancholy Affair to the Englijh 
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Governor, with all it's affeCting Circum~ 
fiances, which was received with a loud 
IJaugh. The poor Savage, with a Look of 
Amazement, {aid in his broken Englijh, 
This is no Laughing Talk! and fo went his 
Way, highly edified, no Doubt, with 
thefe Chrijtian Morals. 

THE Language which thefe People 
fpeak, is fomewhat guttural in the Pronun
ciation; but for all that, neither very harth, 
nor altogether unpleafant; they have but 
few Words, but thofe are very fignificant; 
and the Method they have of expreffing new 
Ideas, by Words comppfed, from com .. 
pounding the Q!!alities of thofe Things, to 
Which they would giv<;: Names, is very 
eilfy and intelligible; fa that ~he /l,1.Jglijh 
find no Sort of Difficulty, either in learning 
or fpeaking it. There is no doubt, there
fore, that if they were fo inclined, they 
might eafily teach thefe poor People the 
Vfe of Letters, the Principles of Morality, 
~nd the DoCtrines of Religion; which 
would be equally charitable and generous; 
for if they were fo inHruCted, they might 
not only live much better themfelves, but 
their Trade alfo would turn to much greater 
As=count; and it would infallib1Y iwprin~ 
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on their Minds, a very high Reverence, and 
a- very tepdcr AffeCtion for the Britifo 
Nation. 

A s I have fa fair an Occafion, I cannot 
avoid mentioning a very ftrang.e Maxim 
of Policy, which prevails much ampngfi: 
them; and which is, that of (uffering, or 
rather obliging their Women to procure 
frequent Abortions, by the Vfe of acer~ain 
Herb common in that Country, and not 
unknown here; that they may in (orne 
Mea(ure -_ be eafed of that heavy Burthen 
they feel, in providing for a helple(s Family. 
Something of this (ort the Dutch inform 
us was praCtiCed by the Natives of the Wand 
of Formrijtz, when they were Mafters of it ~ 
nor is this at all more barbarous,> than a 
Cuftom ftill ufed in China, of fuffering 
Children when born, to die for Want of 
Food, from the fame Principle of br.utal 
Oeconomy. They differalfo from almoft 
all other Nations in another Particular; 
which is their manner of making Urine j 

for here the Men alwa}ls [quat down,· and 
the Women ftand upright. It is now-high 
Time to return to our own Affairs, and to 
inform the Reader, how they were conduc
ted, in fuch a Country as I have defcribed 
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this to be, and irl which, notwith{landinga~ 
all our Precautions, we felt many Inconve
niencies. . 

TH E bringing two Caiks of Brandy from 
rork-Fort, for Chrijlmas-Cheer, has been 
already mentioned; as well as_ the Defign of 
it, which was to make merry with; but 
the Confequences were extremely Etta!' The 
Peop-Ie had been healthy enough, :before this 
Seafon of Mirth came; but indulging them
[elves too freely, they were foon invaded by 
the SCU R VY, the a:onO:ant Attendant on 
the Ufe of Spirituous Liquors. It is a me
lancholy, but withal a necdfary Taik, to 
defcribe the Progrefs of this foul and fJtaI 
DiO:emper. Our Men when firO: feized 

-with it, began _to dr.oop, to gro,w heavy, 
IiO:lefs, and at Jength indoient to the laft 
Degree :. A Tightnds in the Chefi, Painli 
in .the BreJ.{l,and a great Difficulty in 
breathing, followed; then. eofu.ed livid 
Spots upon the Thighs, {welled Legs, 
ContraCtion of the Limbs, putrid Gums, 
T~eth looie a CO:l(Culation of the BloQcJ , , '-' 

upon and near the Back Bone, with Coun-
tenances bloated and fallow. The:e Symp_
toms continually increafing, 'till at length, 
Death carried them off, either by a Flux or 
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a Dropfy. Thofe Medicines, which in o
ther Countries are generally ufed with good 
Effects, proved entirely ineffeCl:ual here; 
for UnCl:ions and Fomentations, when ap
plied to contraCl:ed Limbs, afforded no Re
lief.; frelh Provifions indeed, when we 
could get them, did fomewhat; but the 
only powerful and prevailing Medicine, was 
T AR-WATER; and the fready Ufe of this 
faved many, even after the Difeafe vvas far 
advanced.; when, as I before obferved, all 
other Medicines loft their Efficacy, and 
were tried to no Purpofe.; and yet, as far as 
we could obferve, this falutary Drink ope" 
rated no other Way than by Urine. 

TH as E Eng/ijh that refide here confrantly, 
are little, if at all, expofed to this cruel 
Difremper; which they attribute to the 
confrant Ufe of SPRUCE BEER; a Liquor 
that has the fame, or, perhaps, higher ~a" 
lities, than 'Tar-Water; and by plentiful 
drinking of which, the People at the four 
Factories of Churchill, York-Fort, Al6any, 
and Moofe-River, enjoy fa good a State of 
Health; that tho' in Number about an 
Hundred, feven Years have fometimes pail: 
without their burying fo much as a Man; 
which is i1 Circumfiancc, fo very remark. 
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able, that l perfuade myfelf, none of my 
Readers will blame me, for recording it. 

W lJ E N the Crews of both Veff"els were in 
this deplorable Condition, no Sollicitations 
were fpared to the Governor of York.Forl 
(Qr Relief; and there was the more Reafon 
to h~ve hpped~ ~hefe Applications would 
~ot have proved fo fruitlefs as they did; con~ 
fidering that all we afked, wa~ only to allow 
the Indians, to fupply us with frelli Provi .. 
fions. I fay 3UOW; for they would wil. 
lingly have done it, had there not been an 
lnterppfition of ill Offices to prevent it, n 
is a ftrange Jnfinuation, that Cruelty of 
~hrifiians towar4 Cluifiians, prevented that 
Relief. which I1(Idian Humanity would 
ot4erwife 4ave certainly afforded. But what 
1hall I fay? The Indians were charged not 
to come near us, or to furnilli us with any 
thing; and this out of a tender Regard for 
them; becaufe, we had a contagious Dif .. 
,emper amongft us, which might commu
~icate itfelf to them, and to their Families. 
and, betides, we were eq uall y Enemies to them. 
~d '0 the Englijh. Intimidated by thefc 
Intinuations, the Indians would not approach 
our Dwellings; but why fuch Infinuarions 
were thrown out, unlefs, in Obedience to 
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Orders the Governor durfr nQtdUohef, 
is not eafyto difcover. It could not be from 
any Fear of Want; for with Venifony Par
tridge, Filh, f$c. the IndinnJ both could and 
would have fupplied' us in lPlenty, without 
Prejudice to. the F aCl:ories. Neither cauld.it be 
from any felf-interefred Motives, .wjth ftc
gard to Trade; for thefe were not trading 
but home Indians; the former were at 
this Time retired far within Land; the 
latter dwell conftantlyabou~ the F.aCtories, 
and their proper Employment is to procure 
Provifiol1~ But thefe InfinuatioAs--proved 
aften.vards detrimental to Trade, as well as 
to us;· for· . fpreading to a great Dilla-nce, 
they had fuchan Effea: on the·'Miiidsof 
thefe poor ill-judging People, that'but'very 
few came. down to York-Fort, the next Sea
fon. The fole View ,therefore; ~in . thii 
matter, was the diftrefiing us,.and. that 
View was thoroughly anfwered ;whicb is 
the Enc;:ouragement that aU are to expeil, 
who go in Search of :.l ,North-Wefl·Pairage; 
from. fuch Neighbours. This appeaied,ftitl 
mor.e plainly, when at la11, partly blFear; 
partly by other Means, the Governor :was 
pr:e.'lailed upon, to gi;e the India1ls-U:av..e·, to 
furnUh us with Eight or Ten Carcafes of 
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Venifon; for which we paid above ten 
Times the Value Qf what they eoft him in 
Salt Provifions. ' 

THE whole Month of January wore 
~he fettled Face of Winter; for except that 
fometimes the Weather was dark and tem
peftuous, with vall: Drifts of Snow, and at 
other Times pretty clear, the froft was 
conftant and i-ntenfe; Partridges and Rab
bits, of which hitherto we had a tolerable 
Plenty, began to grow very [caree. Our 
People too fickened apace, and there was 
hardly any qf our Ship~s Crew, that was not 
either more or lefs affiicted with the Scur-' 
vy ; infomuch, that by the End of the 
MQnth, the People of the California, bu
ried two, and we one of that Diftemper; 
In the 1.\1onth of February, the Weather 
continued nmch the fame, 'till towards the 
middle ; then it grew fomewhat milder, 
aFld the Wind [etting to the South Weft, the 
Snow thawed very fail:: From thence we' 
had changeable Weather; fometimes very 
tolerable, and at others, cold to an intenfe 
pegree. In this Time, one of the Men 
"elonging to the California died, and one, 
of Ouf People, met with an unlucky Acci
ilent, by the unexpeC!ed going off of a Mur-

ket 
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ket, which tore away three of his Fingers; 
On the 23d of this Month, Orders were 
given to cut the Ice from about our Ships; 
which vva.s per{orme<l with lee Chiffels, and 
Picka,ces: It was believed, that this would 
have been ~ moft grievous Labour; but 
when it came to b~ un4ertaken, it was foon 
found, tha~ they were not froze to the &t~ 
tom, fo ~hat it turned to a Rind of whole~ 
feme and pleafant Exercife j at which the 
People wrought a little while every Day, 
and yet with equal Eafe and Expedition it 
W;1S effected, Qur Guns, a~d moil: Qther 
Things of confiderable Weight, were fent 
clown to :(ork-/!ort, Jlppn a J~rge ~ledge, 
tha~ t4.e Ship might prove the lighter~ wheQ 
the Ice was broke up j \!hich, from 
Appear~nces at that Ti~e w~ yery fp~edily 
expected. 

I ~ the Month of March, we had 9, Spe
cimen of every Kind of Weather. ~h;lt i~ 
ever met with in this ~ountry: Sometimes, 
it was not only te~perate, bu~, in fome De
gree, warm; at others, cold again as ~¥er; 
but for the moft Part moderate and plea
{ant; fa that the Snow melted wherever j~ 
was expofed to the Sun; and towards the 
End of the Month, fome Herbage began tQ 

. peep 
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peep out on the Banks, fronting South
wards. By this Time alfo, the Rivers and 
Plains were covered with Water; fo that 
we were very apprehenfive that the Ice 
would break up fuddenly and violently, a 
Thing not at all uncommon in thofe Parts; 
and therefore to prevent the ill Confe
quences, with which we forefaw it might 
be attended, Orders were given, for getting 
every thing in the Ship ready; and after 
1he had been well warmed with Fires, a 
fufficient Number of Men, with proper Of
ficers, were put on board, to take care of 
her. We had another Man died this 
Month, and feveral of our People were in a 
very bad Way; but the Crew of the Califor
nia were, by this Time, all in a fair Way 
of Recovery. 

APRIL opened in fuch a manner, as in a 
good Meafure freed us from the Terrors we 
were under about the Ice breaking; for 
the Winds came about to the North Eaft, 
which, together wita Snow and Hail, 
brought a iharp Froft, and nipping cold 
Weather; Things however not at all unu
fual in that Country at this Seafon. But 
notwithll:anding this Change, we did not in 
the leall: repent the Precautions that we had 

taken, 
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taken, as knowing them to be very rational1 
and, confequently, very expedient. In or
der to make the Reader fenfible of this, it 
is requilite to obCerve, that when warm 
Weather comes in fooner than ufual; in the 
Country .about Hu4fon's-Bay, the Snow ill 
the Southern Parts melts, and comes down 
in great Floods, tearing up the Ice, before it 
is thoroughly_ rotten, till it meets with fuell 
a Refifiance, as check~ it for a Time; and 
then the upper Ice, and the Water in which 
it floats fiops, 'till it acquires fuch a Weight; 
as breaks up all by main Force, and laying 
the adjacent Lands under Water; carries 
away Banks, Trees, and whatever elfe op~ 
poCes it's Fury. This is what the People; 
who retide there call a Deluge; and for this 
Reafon it is very unfafe to let a Ship winter; 
where there runs any Stream; the Effetbi 
of which, tho' we happily efcaped, y~tthat 
ought to be no Precedent; for the CautiolT 
before mentioned is certainly very w.elt 
founded. 

ON the 15th of April, we buried one' 
of our Men: He had been a great Dram.· 
Drinker, and therefore the Scur.vy would 
not fpare him. The Ground was fo hard 
froze~ that it was, generally [peaking, three 

or 
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or four Days Work to fink a Grave; but 
when the Corpfes were once fairly laid in it, 
they remained fafe and uncorrupt ; and are fo 
like to remain, unlefs fome great Alteration 
happens in that Climate, to the World's
End. 

ON the 18th, the Weather began to 
mend, and the Wind coming about to the 
South, we had a fine gentle Shower of Rain, 
a Thing we had not feen for fix Months 
paft, and therefore the more welcome. 
The Fowls too, after an Abfence of feven 
Months, began to vifit us: I mean fuch as 
are proper to this Country; and with them 
came Abundance of Wild-Fowl, of all 
thofe Sorts that are common in any of the 
Northern Parts of Europe; fuch as Geefe, 
Ducks, &c. We had Iikewife a great 
Flight of fmall Birds, mofily of a dark un
pleafing Colour; but the Sweetnefs of their 
Notes fufficiently compenfated whatever 
was amifs in their Plumage, and made 

. their Com pany equally harmonious and 
agreeable. 

W E had after this a thort Return of 
Winter, attended by bleak Winds, hard Frofis, 
much Snow, with veryftormy and tempe[
toous· Weather, which lafted to about the 

bth 
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6th of May; then the warm Weather te.. 
turned again, and the Creek, where the 
Ships lay, was quite clear of Ice, that 
wore away imperceptibly, tho' the River 
continued to be frill hard froze, which 
drove the Fi1h into the Creek, where we 
caught Plenty of them with our Nets~ 

The RESOLUTION (for that was the Name 
we befiowed upon our Long-Boat, whelt 
lengthened) was now compleatly fini1hed; 
fa that we launched her on the loth, to 
the great Joy of all who wHhed well to 
the Difcovery, and who formed to them
felves vaft Hopes of what, by the Help of 
this Veffel, might be performed. From· 
the 8th to the 16th, we had changeable 
Weather, attended with keen Frofi, Snow, 
Sleet, Hail, and Rajn, which froze as it fell, 
in fuch a manner, that all the Trees were 
covered with Ice. On the 16th, the Ice 
in the Channel of Hayes's River, gave 
Way, and floated down gently with the 
Stream. Our People were all this Time 
confiantly employed in making the Ships 
fit to go down the River; and accordingl" 
on the 29th, by the Help of a very high 
Tide, occafioned. by a North Weft Wind, 
we warped to the very Mouth of dIe Creek, 
. ~m~ 
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'where we grounded, and lay there until the 
~d of June, and it was with no fmall La
bour. joined to the extraordinary good For
tune of higher Tides than ufual, that we 
got off fo foon. 

ON the 2d. and 3d of that Month, we 
had fOIlle Snow, and the Weather was 

. 1harp and cold, which might be called the 
Winter taking it's Leave; for thence for
ward, the Weather continued pretty warm. 
On the 5th, nineteen Canoes of Indians, 
laden with Furs, paffed by us, in their 
Way to YOrk-Fort, and the next Day fe
venty more, paffed us in the like manner: 
Thefe People came from the Countries, 
within Land; and were bound to our Facto
ries, in order to difpofe of their Staple Com
modities. On the ~th, our Ships got down 
the River, as far as the Factory, where we 
took in our naval Stores, Provifions, CSc. 
in Order to put to Sea, and profecute the 
Difcovery, upon which we were fent. 

BEFORE I enter upon what happened 
in this' Expedition, I think it will be pro
per for me to give fame Account of this 
Settlement, of the adjacent Country, and 
of the Nature of that Commerce, for the 
promoting which it was efiabliilicd: An~ 

p thiS 
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this I am the more willing to do, becarile"J 

prefume that what I. have to off~r~ will 
be very acceptable to all Sorts of Readers, 
as carrying at once the Charms of Novelty, 
a~d the mor.e folidAdvantage ofbein~ capa
ble of the moil important Ufe; that of 
contributing to the Export of our national 
Manufactures, in a Degree much fuperidr'to 
what has been hitherto done; and this even 
previous to the Difcovery of a North W~ft 
Paffage j fo that it may be immediately 
turned to the Benefit of the Nation, and to 
the Support of the Poor, who are chiefly 
employed in fabricating the coai-feil Sorts o{ 
our Woollen Goods. 

Yo R K-F 0 R T is feated on the Southtrn 
Bra'neb of Port Ne!fon River, which is 
called Hayes's River, within five Miles of 
it's Fall into the Sea, in the Latitude of 
57°. 20' North, and in the Lono-itude of o , 
93°· 58'. Well: from the Meridian of Lon-
don, which I determined by an Eclipfe of 
the Moon, v~r y carefully obferved t;nere, 
Feb"'ua~'Y }'4. 1747, It is, to fpeak' the 
Truth, notbing more than a [quare"H'oufe~ , 
flanked with four fmall Ball:ions all" of , 
thein coye'reJ and converted at prefent eltner 
into lodging or S'tore Rooms. 'There 'are 

three 
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three {mall Pattereroes placed on each of 
the Curtains, the whole is pallifadoed, a 
Battery of pretty large Guns commands the 
River, a [mall BreaftWork of Turf is thrown 
up by Way of Defence of that Battery, and 
in Time of War, the N umber of People 
who refide there, amounts to thirty-three or 
thereabouts. It will be eafily conceived 
from this Defcription, that how formidable 
{oever rork-F'ort may appear to Savages, it 
is utterly incapable of being defended in 
cafe it lhould ever be attacked in a regular 
Way by an European Enemy. 

ABOUT [even Miles from this Fort, there 
is a large Ridge of Stones, and amQngft 
them a v.aft ~a.ntity of Pyrites exactly 
round, and very near the SiZe of a Six Pound 
Shot, which the Englijh, who refide here, 
are [0 wife as to believe, tilt French actu
ally caft into that Form, for ,heir Cannon, 
when they attacked this Place. i mention 
this as a remarkable Piece of natural Hillary. 
and as a plain Indication that this Country 
abounds with Metals, and thofe too of the 
moil valuaBle Ki~ds ; for the Pyrites always 
contain fome [mall matter of Gold, are of
ten" pretty rich in Silver, but are [eldom 
known to hold either Lead or Tin. 

P 2 THIS 
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THIS is looked upon to be in aU Refpefls 

the moll: valuable of the Hudfon's-Bay 
Company's Settlements; becaufe the moft 
confiderable Part of their Trade is carried 
on here, where it is computed they deal 
for between forty and fifty thoufand rich 
Furs annually; and according to the Infor
mation I received from different Perfons, 
which from their Confill:ency with each 
other, appeared to me the more credible. 
this Commerce might be raifed with' very 
little Indull:ry, to five Times it's prefent Va
lue. But by an unaccountable Policy, at 
leall: confidered in a national Light, the 
Company diCcourage their Factories from ex
tending the Trade, and give themfelves no 
Sort of Trouble to prevent the French, who 
are making daily Encroachments upon them, 
from fettling upon their Rivers, and inter
cepting the choicell: Kind of Furs, fuch as 
Otters, Martins, or Sables; which they 
purchafe, becaufe they are lighteft, and, 
confequently, fittell: for Carriage. as the 
Places where they buy them are at a great 
Diftance from the French Settlements, fo 
that he~vy and coarfe Goods would fcarce 
turn to any Account; and they have the 
faireft Opportunity that can be of doing this~ 

J becaufe' 
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bccaufe the Natives are always inclined to 
deal with them preferable to the Englijh. 

THE Reafon of this Preference given to 
the French, is a very plain one, viz. becaufe 
they give a much better Price for what they 
purchafe than is given by the Englijh, as 
. will evidently appear by confidering that 
STANDARD, which the Company has efta-
blilhed for th¢ Regulation of their Trade. 
This Standard confifts in reducing all Skins 
to Beaver; as for Inftance : They reckon 
two Otters equal to a Beaver; in like man
ner, three Martins, and fo of other Skins; 
whereas in Fact, each of thofe Skins is of 
greater Value than a Beaver; and, confe
quently, the Natives buy our Goods at 
thrice the Price that they can purchafe them 
for from the French. It.is true, that the 
Indians have Beaver Skins enough to fupply 
their Wants, but as thefe are heavy and 
unfit for Carriage; they are conftrained to 
bring down the lighteft and moft faleable, 
which is a great Hardlhip upon them, and 
if the French were as near the Northern, as 
they are to the Southern Settlements, there 
is no doubt, that the Company's Trade, 
would be far from being fo confiderable as 
it is; for at Mooft-River and Albany they 

p 3 can 
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can hardly purchafe any thing, but the 
Refufe of the French ; and yet aneafy R~ 
medy might be applied to this Evil, by 
dealing a little more upon the Square; for 
as on the one Hand, it is certain that .the 
Natives have no . particular liking to the 
French, fo it is no lefs certain on the other, 
that we have it not only in our Power to 
fell as cheap as they, but even to underfell 
them, as we {bould undoubtedly do, if-this 
Trade were not a Monopoly. 

ANOTHER fingular Maxim 'in the Com
pany's Policy is this, that they commonly 
chuk their FaCl:ors from amongft the mea
neft anci moft·illiterate of their Servants, and 
it is eafy to apprehend, that fuch People 
are the leafr likely to make ImprovementS 
in Trade; efpecially when they have to do 
with Rivals, fa cunning aI)d fo expert as 
the French. Yet it muil: be confe1fed, that 
they have Subtilty enough to over-reach the 
poor Indi0l2s, and taat they make no Scruple 
of exerting this Faculty of theirs to the ut
moil:, by clapping their Thumb into the 
Meafure, when-they fell them Gunpowder, 
and by adding almofl: as much Water as 
Brandy, when they fupply them with that 
Commodity; They like wife fell below the 

Standard 
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Standard, whi~lJ tl,e C91npany ljtas fi~ed, by 
the H~lp of which ~[tifices, and f~pplyjng 
the <l!!~~ks b~oreJ;nel'ltione.d with the Il)e;1I)S 
of cheating their Countrymen, tog~ther 
with the Prefents 9f the Indians, they raife 
whl!ot is called the Overplus Trade, \vhich 
amounts to very near a Third of the whol~. 
When thefe Circumftances are confidered, 
it will not appear at all wonderful, that the 
Company's Exports do not exc<;:ed, at leafi: 
commonly, three or four thonfand Pounds 
a Year; or that in the Space of almofi forty 
Years, viz. from 1699 to 1738, the whole 
Amount of the Goods of this Kingdom ex
ported by them, did not exceed fixty thou
fand Pounds; which, with Re{peCl: to the 
Public, may be truly fiiled very infignificant ; 
tho' if we confider it, only in Regard to the 
fmall Number of Perfons concerned in the 
Manage1l}ent of thi~ Commerce, and the 
vafi Profits raifed thereby upon Ii fmall 
Stock, i~:wiU be found no fuch abfurd Con
.d_uCl:, as -at firA Sight it [eems. Neither is it a 
new Difcovery in Commerce, ,t,hat a Branch 
of Trade maybe [0 managed, as to be highly 
pJ.0.6.taQ!e to a few, at the fame Time :that 
it is very difadvantage.ous to a N atitJn. 

_P+ THA;r 
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T HAT this is really true, in the prcferit 

Cafe, will appear plainly to any impartial 
Judge, who will be pleafed to advert to the 
convenient Situation of their Settlements, 
the numerous Nations in their Neighbour
hood, the vall: QJ!antities of Furs· in their 
Pofi"effion, and their Willingnefs to part 
with them for our Commodities; and who 
at the fame Time likewife, will refled: on the 
vall: Trade, which the French carryon 
with thofe very Nations, without having 
any fuch commodious Settlements, and 
notwithll:anding their being expofed. to 
many other Inconveniencies. To fueh a 
Perfon alfo it will readily occur, ~hat if Set
tlements were made farther up the Rivers, 
proper Encouragements given to the Na .. 
tives, and the Trade fixed upon a fair and 
equitable Foot, which even then would be 
highly beneficial to the Englijh, all thefe 
Mifchiefs would be fpeedily redrefi"ed.; ten 
Times the Q!!antity of our ManufaCl:ures 
would be con fumed; the Trade would be 
recovered from the French, who have no 
Right to it.; and by employing Artificers 
at Home, Seamen abroad, and a confide
rable Number of Ships, would transfer to 

*he Public that Wealth, which this Traf-
fic" 
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fick is certainly capable of producing; and 
-Of which only a very fmall Part comes at 
prefent into the Pockets of a Handful of 
Men; who, provided they enjoy all they 
fuffer it to produce, are content it 1hall 
produce but little. Such might be, and 
yet {uch is the Commerce of the Englijh in 
HudJon's-Bay. 

A s I have now performed my Promife, 
in fome Meafure, I hope to the Reader's 
SatisfaCl:ion; we will return again to the 
Expedition. On the 22d of June, we fell 
about three Miles below the Factory, where 
we came to an Anchor, and took in the 
Remainder of our Stores, and here the 
California buried another of her Men, who 
had been in a declining Way ever flnce we 
failed from England. On the 23d, we fell 
down lower to a Place called Five Fathom 
Hole, where we anchored for that Night. 
On the 24th, having a fair Wind, we 
weighed Anchor, and palling the Shoals 
frood to the Northward on the Difcovery. 
On the 25th, we failed through much bro
ken Ice; but by franding in clofe to the 
Shore, we avoided the thickefi Part of it, 
tho' a ~reat deal continued in Sight, 'till we 
got to the Northward of Cnpe Churchill, 
. where 
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whefe we had a clear Sea, a.n.d proc;:ecckd 
without Difficulty, 'till the Iaft of thla 
Month, when we made Centry I11a.od,in 
the Latitude of 6 10. 40'. N <i,th. 

ON the 1ft of July, the Refolution.came 
along Side of the Dobbs, and took in Pro
vifion and Sea-Stores, {uBicient for the ure 
of ten Men, for two Months.. This 
being done, Captain Moore with eight 
Hands and myfelf, went on board, in order 
to examine the Coafis. Before we quitted 
the Ship, the Captain gave his Orders to the 
Chief Mate, which were to proceed to 

Marble Ifland, and wait there 'till we joined 
them. The Ships thereupon failed to the 

Northward, and we fiood in for the S~e, 
where we grappled for that Night. On the 
2d of July, we continueq to {ail along 
Shore to the Northward, through a great 
deal of broken Ice; which, with the rocky 
Shoals,that run two or three Miles into 
the Sea, made it very dangerous. The 
EJkimaux who inhabit the SeaCoafts to 

the Northward of the Company's Settle
ments, appeared from Time to Time in 
fmall Bodies of forty or fifty together, upon 
the Eminencies of the lfiaD~s on ,that Shore, 
thouting, and maki.og Signals for us to ap-

proach 
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proach, but we prdceeded on our Coulfe 
without minding,them, until we arrived at 
Knight's mand in the La titude of ,62". 2'. 
North, where we anchored that Night. 
Here we tried the Tide, and found it rife 
ten Feet at High Water, which at full and 
change of the Moon, was at half an Hour 
paft Four. 

W r: weighed from thence and endea_ 
voured to ftand in with the Weft Shore, 
where a large Opening appeared, but we 
were prevented by the Ice from approach
ing it. But the Weather growing tempef
tuous, and the Ice driving about in large 
Pieces, we found it neceifary to bear away 
again for Knight's Ifland, where we took 
1helter till the 5th, when the Sea was much 
clearer. In the mean Time, two Canoes 
full of Eskimaux came off to us from the 
Weft Coaft, and upon our lignifying that 
we wanted Whalebone, they immediately 
left us, but quickly returned with a confi_ 
derable Q£antity of tha.t, and a large Parcel 
of Bladders filled with Train OiL We pur
chafed the former with {mall Hatchets .. 
Knives, Bits of Iron Hoops, and other 
Things; but as for the Oil, as we did not 

(:are to encumber ourfelves with it, we let 
them 
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them carry it away, tho' they would very 
willingly have fold it, and no doubt would 
have offered us a good Bargain; for they 
intimated to us be fides, that they had Con
ftderable <l!!.;lntitie9, both of that and of 
Whalebone, upon the mands that lay in 
fight of us to the Weftward, and were very 
preffing to have us go thither. but this. as 
our Bufinefs was not Trade, we thought 
fit to .decline. Here we faw great Num
bers of Seals and white Whales, and had 
feveral Iflands in View, fuch as Sir Bib/s. 
Merry's, Jones's, esc. all rocky and barren. 
quitedefiitute of Trees. and indeed of Her
bage, excepting Scurvy-Grafs, and a few 
other Plants which are common in Groen .. 
land and Lapland. Upon thefe. and in
deed upon all the Wands on this Coaft there 
are Graves of the Eskimaux, and Stones 
which they fet up fgr fome Reafon no doubt; 
but what that Reafon is we are as yet ig .. 
norant, tho' the Thing has been taken no
tice of. ever fince thefe Coafis were vifited 
by the Englijh for Trade. or for Difcovefies. 

I CANNOT help taking Notice in this 
Place. of an Accident which happened to 
us, and which as it was the Object of our 
Aftonifhment then, has been a1fo very often 

the 
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the SubjeCt of myferious Thoughts fince. In 
111ort, amongft thefe Hlands and in failing 
thro' the Ice, the Needles of our Compaf
fes loft their Magoetical Qualities; one 
feeming to aCt from this DireCtion, and 
another under that, and yet they were not 
for any confiderable [pace of Time conftant 
to any: We laboured to remedy this Evil 
by retouching them with an artificial Mag
net, but to very little purpofe j for if they 
recovered their Powers by this Means, they 
prefently loft them again; fo that we were 
thoroughly convinced this was no radical 
Cure of their Diforder, which, as it was vi
fible to all ou Board the Refllution, fo it is 
not an Accident taken notice of only by me ; 
and.therefore the Matter of FaCt may be 
confidered as a Thing incontefiable; but the 
Bufinefs is how to account for it, by affign
ing a rational and probable Caufe of an Ef
feCt, in it's firfi Appearance, fo very extra
ordinary. The Difcuffing, and even the 
attempting to difcufs Q!!..eftions of this Na
ture, is highly ferviceable, as it tends to the 
Improvement of ufeful Knowledge, by ad
ding to that Stock, of which the Learned 
are at prefent in Poffeffion. 

THE 
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THE Notiens which the AntientS' had 

pf the Power of the Magnet or LoodftoQt\ 
were very imperfect, and there.fotewe need 
not wonder that there is fomewhat of Con .. 
fUllon, and much of Obfcurity in the Ac
counts they have laboured to give us" of the 
Caufes of thofe Powers. The Opinion'that 
principally prevails among the Moclern~, ,is 
tbQt of Des Cartes, maintained by Male
branche, R(}hault, and other Authors; and 
even admitted and confirmed by Mr. Boyle 
and later Philofophers. In this i~ is fuppofed 
there is continually flowing, from the Poles 
of tbe World, a fubtile, impalpable~ ,and 
invii,ible Matter, channelled, or firiated,: 
WhichMatter,circulating round the Eartl!jin 
the Plains of the Meridians, re-enters at the 
Pole, oppofite to th~t from which it itTued, 
and pa1fes again thro' the Poles parallel to 
it's Axis: That the Magnet has two Poles 
anfwerable tothofe of the Earth, and th~t 
out of thefe there iifues a Matter l,ike that 
juLt mentioned: That this Matter, enterigg 
in at one of the Poles, gives ,the lrpp~lfe 
whereby Iron tends to the M!lgQ~t,anli· 
produces what we call Attraflion. NDiW' 
be fides the magnetical Matter re-entering 
the Poles of the Magnet, there is always a 

certain 
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certai~Qriaritjty thereof circnlating round 
the Magnet j eomp61ing a kind of Vortex 
about it. The 'Space wherein this Matter 
mov'es, is the' Sphere of Activity of the 
Magnet, within which it's attractive Fa
culty'is confined. As to it's directive Faculty, 
ot the Ihclination of a Needle, touched' 
with it, to the Poles of the World, and it's 
Dip to aPoint1benell.ththe Horizon, they 
follow from the fallie Principle; fince were 
the Magnet otNeedle to have any other Situ
ation, the magnetic Matter would lhike on 
it's other Surface in vain; and not being 
abte to get admiffion, would, by Degrees 
change it's Situa.tion, 'till it's Pores corref
pOnded to the Courfe of the magnetical 
M'litt'er; which Situation having once ac
quired, it would 'ceafe to move; the magne
tical Matter then ceafing to difturb it. The 
Form or Effence of a Magnet, therefore is 
fuppofed to conti,a: in it's being perforated by 
an'innnite Number of parallel Pores; forne 
whereof are :difpefed to admit· the ftriated 
Matter from' the North Pole of the W orId, 
others that of the South; henc~ the North 
aird'South Polcs of the Magnet j and hence 
the fu'ft Hint perhaps of making' artificial 

, Magtitts. 
IT 
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IT may indeed be objea:ed, that all thit 

is Suppofition, and that it is not poffible to 
fupport it by any direa: Proof; yet whoever 
confiders this attentively, will difcern, that 
where no fuch Proof can be had, probable 
Suppofitions ought to take Place, till future· 
Difcoveries make it evident that they arc. 
faIfe; and alfo. that where direa: Proofs are 
not to be had, it is altogether improper to 
demand them. If we apply this Reafon
ing to the Matter in quefrion, we are to 
enquire what Caufes may be affigned. for 
this fin gular Appearance; and then we are 
to confider next, which of them is moft rc
concileable to this Hypothefis? As for in
france, it may in the firfr Place be faid, that 
this fudden Alteration o( the Needles, pro
ceeded from our near Approath to the '. 
North magnetic Pole, according to the Syf
tern of Dr. Holley; and to this I lhould 
have been glad to have afcribed it, becaufe 
then we thould have had fome kind of Evi
dence, in favour of that Syftem, which in 
it's Contrivance, is certainly mofr ingenious. 
There are however feveral Reafons arHing 
from the Circumftances before related, that. 
will not allow us to admit of this Caufe ; and 
of ~efc I fuall men!ion ~hrccJ !ha! appear 

!C! 



ite DobbsanJ t:aiifornia~ :2 2 S 
!o ine the indft material. The firft is, that in 
Faa, we were not ilear that Pole; at leaft as 
Dr. Halley firft placed it, finte he fuppofed it 
13°· 30'; (fdr as td the Poles, he afterwards 
fuppofed they Were fiilI farther removed) 
from: the Pole of the Earth; whereas we 
were ;tlmoft 28". from it, and he places it 
in the Longitude of 30 •. Eaft from the Me..:. 
Hdian of London, whereas we were above 
900; Weft froin the [arne Meridian. Se..:. 
fondly, If this had been the Cal.lfe, it would 
have operated equally; and the Compaffes 
would have had the [arne DireCtion, which 
they had not. Thirdly, The very fame 
Accident has happened in other Parts of 
Hudjon's - Straits, and indeed in feveral 
bther Parts of the Wodd; and therefore 
the N earnefs bf the Magnetic Pole could 
not be the Caufe both here and there; tho' 
there is riothing ab[urd in foppo6ng it might 
not be the Calife any where; 

A NOT HER Method fuggefied for the 
Solution of this Difficulty; Wlis the Vicinity 
of [orne large mineral Body) that might di[ .. 
turb and divert the regular Direction bf the 
Needles; Now if we lhould allo\ ... this to' 
be not only poffible. but probable, which; 
perhaps; is more than can be [aid for it, either 
from the Principles of the received Philofo-

Q. phy, 
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phy, or from the Evidence of Experiments; 
yet it could not be admitted as the Caufe 
in this Cafe, fince that too Ulufi have acted 
equally; and tho' it had altered, the true 
would have giveg fome certain Direction to 
the Needles, which, as we obferved before, 
was not the Cafe; and belides, had it been 
fo, no Remedy whatever could have been 
found, except the plain and natural one of 
rCll1ov.ing out of the Sphere of Activity, 
wbi<.:h {uch a mineral Body muft be pre
fumed to have; and yet, as we 1hall fee 
hereafter, another Remedy was found, which 
could have no Relation whatever, either 
to this, or to the former Caufe. 

TH E laft Caufe, to which this Event b3$ 
been afcribed, is Cold; arifing from the 
N earnefs and <l!!..antity of Ice; which, as 
it has a known and fenfible Operation upon 
the Air, may be conceived to aCt alfo on 
the magnetic Particles, floating therein, or 
perhaps upon the Needle itfelf, by Con
fti·iction of it's Pores; for which ever Way 
it is fuppofcd to aCt, the Confequence will 
}.~ much the tame, and contribute equally 
to the Solution of the prefent Quefiion. If 
:1Otwith.l1anding what h;,os been {aid of the 
R.ealonaj)!encf~ of admitting, in tUch Cafes, 

. probable 
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probable Suppofitions, fame farther Proof 
lhould frill be required; I think, that may 
be likewife met with, in the fingle and fim
pIe Remedy, by which we were delivered 
from this Embarraffment ; and this was no 
other than carrying the Comp,dfes into a 
warm Place; when the N eecles very fpee
dity refumed their ACtivity, and pointed as 
Mual, by their being again permeated by 
the fubtile magnetic Matter. It may be 
alledged, in Favour of this Ca ufe, that if 
we think proper to admit it, we lhall find, 
that it reaches all the Circumfiances that 
fell under our Notice; for in the firft 
Place we fee, that the fame Thing happen
ing in other Parts of Hu4fon's Straits, was fo 
far from being an ObjeCtion, that it is re
ally a Confirmation of the Truth of this 
Suppofition; unce the fame CauCe might act 
as powerfully there as here. Secondly, It ac
counts very well for that Uncertainty, U nfiea
dinefs, and, if I may be allowed the Expref,
fion, Diftraction, the Needles Cuffered; be
caufe at the fame Time, that we afcribe this 
to Cold we cannot but conceive that it , 
muft act varioufiy, in Proportion to the 
Force of the frigorific Power, the Configu
ration of the magnetic Particles, and the 

Q. z Structure 
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StruCl:ure of the Pores in the Needles; andl 

thirdly, this accords perfeCtly with the Nee
dies recovering their ACtivity, in thewarrn Air, 
by that reciprocal Contrariety which appears 
in all the Operations of Heat and Cold. It 
may not be amifs however to obferve, that tbo' 
this Caufe may be admitted upon this Occa
fion; yet it does not preclude the Opera
tion of other Caufes in other Places; for 
confidering the Subtilty of the. magnetic 
Effluvia, and the manner in which we ap
prehend they aCl:, there is nothing abfurd in 
fuppofing, that their Operations may be 
difturbed by different Caufes; and the 
more of thefe we can find, fo many more 
Evidences we {hall from thence derive in 
Favour of that Hypothefis, in Relation to 
Magnetifm, which is received at prefent. 
But all I have delivered, whether rational 
or not, whether probable or otherwife, 
whether well or ill conceived, clearly or 
obfcurely expreffed, or in fine, whatever it 
be, is fubmitted to the Cenfure of the can
did and judicious Reader; for if it leads 
him in any Degree to the Difcovery of the 
Truth, whether it be by admitting or die
approving my Notions, it will effectually 
anfwer the End aimed at by this DigreffioR, 

for 
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for which, prefuming thi~ may pafs for a 
tolerable Excufe, I take up the Thread of 
my Story, where I let it fall. 

o N the 5th we weighed and flood over 
to the South Side of Sir Biby's Hland, in 
Hopes that we fhould have been able to 
enter the Opening, that we attempted be
fore; but we had once more the fame Mis
fortuRe; for the Ice driving out and in, in 
very large Pieces, we found ourfe1ves again 
obliged to defift. It was here that fix Ca
noes full of Ejkimaux came on board with 
a large Parcel of Whalebone, which we 
purchafed upon Terms as much to their 

'Satisfaction, as to our Profit; but notwith
fianding they were very defirous to have us 
frand in nearer the Land, and for that Pur~ 
pofe, repeated all their former Signals; yet 
as our Bufinefs was Difcovery, and not Com
merce, we ilighted thefe Sollicitations, and 
fiood to the Northward as far as the Lati. 
tude of 62°. 12'. Then we fleered to the 
North Well, and after pailing over feveral 
Shoals, and running between many low 
Hlands, we enten::d Nevill's Bay, being 
the fame we attempted at the South End 
of Sir Biby's Hland, which in a manner 
covers it, lying at the Ditlance of about five 

~3 Leagues 
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Leagues to the South Eaft. When one is 
in it, this appears to be a very capacious 
Bay, well fueltered from the Sea; and in 
the Bottom of it is a pretty large River run
ning Weftward. The main Land about it 
is of an eaCy ACcent, and con fills chiefly of 
a fm00th Rock, covered with Mofs, with 
here and there a few fmall Plants. The 
eafieft Entrance into Nevil/'s Bay, is be
tween the South Weft End of Sir Bihy's 
Iiland, and the main Land. 

ON the 8th, we failed with an Intention 
to coaft to the Northward, but in repafling 
the Shoals, the Tide fwept us upon.a Ridge 
of Stones, where our VefTel was very near 
being ftove to Pieces. While we were in this 
hazardous Situation, there came off to us fix 
Canoes of Eskimaux with Whalebone, which 
we bought of them. They were very Cenfible 
of the Difl:refs we were in, but fo far from 
taking any Advantage of us, that they were 
n0t only extremely civil, but highly fervice
able; for when the Tide of Flood floated 
us off, an old M an, who feemed better ac
quainted with the Place than the reft, pad
dled before us, pointed out the Shoals, :.lnd 
kept in the deep Water; fo that it was in 
i~me Meafure by his Affiftance, th;1t the 

Re.folution 
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°Rifolution not only efcaped being lofi, but 
efcaped alfo, without fuffering any Damage. 
Whatever therefore the French Writers, or 
even forne of our own may fay, in Preju
dice to the Character of thefe poor People, 
it is but b~re Jufiice in us to own, that they 
treated us not only with Humanity, bu~ 

with great Kindncfs and Friendfhip. 
I MUS T confefs, that I could not help 

admiring very much, not only the Indllihy, 
but the Ingenuity of thefe People; who for 
Want of Iron arc frequently obliged to make 
not only the Barbs of their Arrows, Darts 
and Harpoons, but alfo Hatchets and Knives, 
of Stones, Sea-Horfe Teeth, or Sea-Uni
corn Horns, wllich Creatures abound here; 
and it is not eafy to fay how dextroufly they 
ufe Materials, which to us feem fo very im
proper for Purpofes to which they employ 
them. Their Needles are alfo made of the 

• fame Stuff, notwithfianding which their 
Cloaths are perfectly well fewed, and are 
not only {hong and c1ofe, but very neatly 
made in the fame manner as thofe of the , 
People we met with in Hudjon's Straits, 
which have been more particulally defcri
bed ° and therefore we will (pare the Rea-. , 
der the Trouble of any Repetitions here. 

Q + It 
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It. is fi:om hence, as well as from the gr~~ 
Conformity between them in their Lan,!, 
guage. Perfons, and Cufioms. that we con:
c1ude them to have been origi~ally one peq
pIe; but thell it mufi be acknQwledged, 
tha~ thefe are a more affable, fri~ndly 
and better difpofed SQrt of Folks, as 
well as more accomplilhed Artifis in thofe 
feveral Branches of Mecbanicks, which they 
have qeen taught by one common Mifirefs, 
Neceffity, which is the fole Mot~er of In: 
vention amongfi them. 

I T will in [orne Meafure jufiify this 
Obfervation to rema~k that the Borders of 
their Habits are commonly fringed with cut 
Leather. and are fometimes hung with 
Fawns Teeth; and the Women do not flick 
out the Sides of their Boots with Whalebone; 
as the other Ejkimaux do, whofe Cufl:o~s 
have· been before defcribed. There is alf<~ 
~nother Circumfianc~ in which thefr Peopl~ 
Iikewife differ from thofe formerly men
tioned, and that is in wearing a Cap made Qf 
the Skin of a :auffalo~s Tail;· wh~ch, tho~ it 
has a horri'd Appearance, yet it is very ufefui 
~n keeping off the Mu!ketoes', which in th~s 
Country are exceffivdy troublefome. It is 
true, that the ~air hanging over their, 
. , . 

Faces 







the DQbbs and California. 233 
faces fomewhat obllructs their Sight; yt'~ 
then it is ea61y removed with their Hands ~ 
bat if it was not for this Defence, thofe In
feCts would be infupportable here, as they 
~re in fome Parts of Laplund, according to 
the Account given us by Mr. Maupertuh. 
iij his excellent Book of the Figure of the 
Earth. Fo\' this PurpoU! their Children wear 
them while they hang at their Mothers 
~acks, when it mull be allowed, that they 
make 'a moll difmal Figure, and are apt to 
raife a lhocking Idea of the Barbarity of there 
Savages, tho' they are neverthelefs a very 
harmlefs and i/lotfenfive People. 

WHEN ~hey go to Sea, in order to catch 
f,ilb, th~y ~ommonly carry with them in 
their Boats, a Bladder full of Train Oil, as' 
~ur People do a Dram Bottle, and fa:em to 
~rink the Contents with the fame Reliih ; 
~ay, we have fometimes feen them, when 
their Stock was out, draw the very Bladder 
through their Teeth with much feeming Sa
tisf.tCtion. In all Probability they are con
~illced by Experience, of the falutary Ef· 
fects even of this coarCt: kind of Oil, in this 
~igorous Climate which makes them fo , , 
fpnd of it; and I am the ~ther induced to 
~e of this Opinion, becaufe I have heard, 

that 
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that the 'Inhabitants of St. Kilda, a rocky 
ifland on the' Coall: of Scotland, are no lefs 
pl<;,afed with the Oil they make from the 
Fat d Soland Geefe, which mull: be very 
near as ranclli. They al{o make ufe of this 
Oil for their Lamps, which 4ft; made of 
Stone, hollowed out with fome Difficulty, 
and as artificially as can be w~ll expeCl:ed, 
confidering the Tools they work with; and 
for the Wick, inftead df Cotton, which 
we ufe, they have recourfe to dryed Goofe 
Dung, a very poor Shift indeed, but frill 
better than none. 

THEY have a very dextrous Method of 
kindling Fire; in order to which, they pre
pare two fmall Pieces of dry Wood, which 
having made flat, they next make a fmall 
Hole in each, and having fitted into thefe 
Holes a little cylindrical Piece of Wood, 
to which a Thong is faftened, they whirl it 
about thereby with fuch a V e1ocity, that by 
rubbing the Pieces of Wood one againft the 
other, this Motion foon fets them on fire; 
and then by applying the lighted Piece of 
Wood to dry Mofs, in the fame Manner that 
we ufe Tinder, they make as great a Fire 
as they pleafe. It will be proper' to add, 
that what little Timber thy have, is en-

tirely 
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tirely Drift Wood; and this failing them in 
the Winter, they are ,obliged to make ufe 
of their Lamps before defcribed, for the 
Supply of their Family Occafions. A No
tion has pretty generally prevailed, as if 
thefe People lived under Ground in the 
Winter; but that this is abfolutely a Mif
take will appear from hence, that the Coun
try in which they live, is for the moll: Part 
one continued Rock; and tho' pollibly 
there may be a confiderable Depth of Soil 
in fame of their Vallies; yet this being 
froze almoft as hard as that Rock, fuch a 
Manner of living mull: be to them imprac
ticable. After having mentioned fome In
frances of their Ingenuity, it may perhaps 
amufe the Reader, if I give him one of their 
Simplicity. Thefe poor Creatures were fo 
far from being jealous of their Wives, that 
they would willingly have profiituted them 
to us, from a Notion, that our Children by 
them would have been in every refpect as 
much fuperior to their N:1tion, as t!Jey took 
us to be; for they conceive that in the moll: 
literal Sen fe, every Man begets his like; 
and that the Son of a Captain mllfi be a Cap
tain, and fa of the refi. 
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W E failed from hence. direCting our 

Courfe to the Eafiward. and on the 9th of 
July, arrived and anchored at Sea Horfe 
Ifiand, which is very properly named, there 
!:>eing a prodigious Refort of thofe Creatures 
thither; an~ tpis being their Seafon of Pro
pagation, they were exceffively furious, roar", 
ing in ~ terrible Manner; many of them 
flouncing about upon the Beach, and much 
greater Numbers in the Sea that walhes it's 
Coafis. I (hall not detain the Reader with 
an Account of a Creature fo often def
~ribed, but refer him to the Cut, in which 
he will find it very truly reprefented. 45 
this is the moft Eaftward of all the Iflands 
before mentioned, it is the leaft vifited by 
the Savages of any, as lying moft out of 
their Way; and as this is probably the Rea .. 
fon, that the Sea Horfes refort thither in 
{uch Numbers to breed; fo it is alfo the 
Caufe of it's being frequented by vaft Flocks 
of Sea Fowl, fuch as Pidgeons, Gulls, 
Mews, Loons, Brown Ducks, &c. and 
this is all that I can fay, of a Place were we 
did but jufi touch. 

o N the loth we weighed, and ftood 
along Shoar among many [mall lfiands, 2:n~ 
Pieces of floatini Ice, till we arrived at 

. Whale-
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Whale-Cove, in the Latitude of 62" 30' 
North. We difcovered to;the Weilward of 
this Place a Bay, in which there were many 
lfiands, from whence there came off a few 
Savages to vifit us; for it is to be obferved, 
that they always make it their Choice, to fix 
themfelves, in the Summer Seafon, upon 
the moil: defolate Hlands, for the Conveni
eney of Fifiling. It was upon one of thefe 
lfiands the Captain thought proper to go 
a Shore in a little Boat, that we made 
ufe of upon fuch Occafions, in which I ac
companied him, together with two of the 
Men. We were no fooner on Shore, than 
we were met by about twenty Eskimaux, 
but moil of them Women and Children, for 
the Men were gone a fi(hing; we quickly 
left them, in order to take a View of the 
Place; and having for that Purpofe gained 
the higheil: Part of the Hland, we began to 
look out for fome confiderable Opening, but 
in vain: and for this Reafon therefore, a:. 
well as becaufe we obferved the Tide of 
Flood coming in from the Eafi ward, we re
turned on Board the Rejo/utioll, without 
making any long Stay. 

WE failed again on the I Ith, and arrived 
the fame Day at a Point, in the Latitude of 

62°, 
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62". 47'. North, from whence we· diC. 
covered a large Opening, tunning to the 
Weftward, to which I gave the Name· of 
Corbet's-Inlet. We did not enter this Open. 
ing for two Reafons; fira, becaufe the 
Tide of Flood came in from the Eaftward; 
and fecondly, becaufe Capt~in Moor thought 
he faw the End of it; fo that after fome 
1hort Intercour[e with the Eskimaux, who 
are pretty numerous in thefe Parts, and 
fupplying ourfelves with fi'db Water, of 
which we found great Plenty in the Cavi. 
ties of the Rocks, occafioned by the melting 
of the Snows; we refolved to return again. 
to the Ships, which we accordingly did on 
the 13th, and fuu nd them both lying at an
chor in a tolerable good Road, between 
Marble Wand and the Main. 

TH E firf!: News we heard, was, that in 
our Abfence, the Dobbs Galley had been 
expofed to a good deal of Danger, from 
the Ice driving down upon hel:, out of Ran
kin's Inlet, which lies about four Leagues 
to the \Vef!:w;\rd, and where about that 
Time the Icc had broke up. Into this 
Place Capt. Smith had fent his Chief and 
Second Mates to examine it, and, according 
to the Report of the former, after failing 

about 
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about thirty Leagues upon different Courfes. 
from Weft. round to the Eaft of 
the North, it was found to terminate 
in a Bay; the Land thereabouts much the 
fame with what has been before defcribed. 
According to the Accounts given of that 
Place by Mr. We)1oll, the fecond Mate, be
fore this Search was made, there feemed to 
be fome probability of a Paffage, which in
duced Capt. Smith to attempt entering it 
with his Ship; but being very foon em
barraffed by dangerous Rocks and Shoals, 
he defifted, and bore away back to Marble 
lUand. The very fame Morning that we 
got on Board the Dobbs-Galley, Captain 
Smith, of the California, had fent his Long
Boat with the Second Mate, to fearch aU 
the Coaft between Cape Jalabert, in La
titude 63°. 15'. North, to Cape Fullerton, 
in Latitude 64°. 15'. North. There ar
rived while we remained here fix Eskimaux 
on board us, from whom we bought the 
Fldh of four Seals to make Train-Oil, and 
then difmiffed them, firing at their Depar
ture one of our Great Guns; the Sound of 

. which,being echoed from all the neighbour
ing Rocks, made fuch a terrible Noife, as 

frighted 
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frighted them extremely; Co that they never 
afterwatds caine near us. 

WE weighed on the J 4th in Company 
with the California, and fteered tc> the 
Northward, diCpatching at the fame Time' 
the Rifolution; under the COimnand of our 
chief Mate, to make the fame Tour thaf 
had been prepoCed for the Ca/ijfJrnia's. Long..; 
Boat, with InfiruCtions to join us again 
about Cape Ful/(rton. We failed all the 
next Day through very thick Shoals 6fke; 
which at length grew impaffable; C6. that 
we arid the California were both obliged 
to grapple to a very large Field, as the S~.;. 
men in this Patt of the W orId term it, till 
by it's Separation we might obtam it ~fe 

Paffage; and while we lay thus we faw 
vall: numbers of Seals and Sea-Horres lyin,g 
bafking upon the Ice-Field, nor dUi Wit 

give them much Difturbance. 
ON the J 6th the Ice parting~ we calt 

looCe and flood in for the Shore, where we 
1Qon got pretty clear of it; but in efcapifl~ 

one Difficulty, we found ourfelves involved 
in another; for this is a &hore, along w hien 
there is no failing, but with the utmoll: Cau~ 
tion, as there are many rocky Shoals. ~hat 
run a Mile or two out, and are dry at half 

Tide. 
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Tide. We met with more Ice on the 18th, 
and to avoid it we plyed to and fro, the ra
ther, becaufe this being the proper Station 
to cruiz~ for the Boats, there was no Time 
loll. But as they did not join us as foon as 
\\'e expected, we began to grow impatient 
and uneafy, and at len·gth it was agreed that 
the Ships fhould feparate, In order to go in 
quell of th€m; and. accordingly the Cali
fornia ftood to the South, and we to the 
Northward. In the mean Time I went 
a-ihore with the Pinnace to a Head-Land,in 
the L\1titude of 64°. 32'. North, to which 
we gave the Name of Gilpe Fry, in Honour 
of. Rowland Fry, ECq; one of the North 
Weft Committee. In our Paifage we faw 
feveral Whales Cporting nigh the Shore, and 
upon trying the Tide, we found it came 
from the North, that it rofe UpOl~ the Shore 
about ten Feet, and that at the Full and 
Change of the Moon, it was High Water 
about three o'Clock. The Coall here was 
of an eafy ACcent, but rofe pretty high; at 
a DHhnce from· the Shore,· the 1-1!tls were 
Of a red coloured Rock; very fmooth, 
and abfolutely bare: The Soil in the 
\rallies between them was a kind of Turf, 
With pretty long Grafs, and here and there 

R. fume 
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[orne Plants bearing yellow Flowers j as 
al[o a kind of Vetch, then in Bloom, which 
bore blue and red Flowers. Of thefe there 
were great Plenty near the Ponds, of which 
we found many. We likewife .obferved 
feveral Banks of white Sand, upon which 
grew an Herb like Chickweed, that tafted 
very well in Sallad, and great Quantities of 
Scurvy-Grafs, of which there is abundance 
in thefe Northern Countries, and even fo 
near the Pole, as in Spitzbergen; but it is 
fomewhat different in it's Form, as wen as 
much milder in it's Tafte than the Scurvy. 
Grafs that grows here. We faw feveral 
Herds of Deer brow zing on the Sides of the 
Hills, but we had not Time fo much as to 
aim at chafing or killing them, becaufe it 
was rtquilite we {bould go aboard the 
Dobbs Galley, wbich waited for us in the 
Offing. We obferved in our Paffage back, 
that the Water was very thick, with what 
the Sailors call Whale Food, as well that of 
the Jelly kind as of a fmaller Sort, about the 
Size of a hrge Fly, and of a black Colour. 
The Sea Weed grows here to an extraordi. ' 
nary Size, fome to the Length of -thirty 
Feet, which I mention, becau[e to me at 
ieaft it feems very extraordinary, in as much 

as 



the Dobbs and California. 243 
as there are but very few Vegetables on 
Shore, from the Severity of the Climate. 

I T was on the 2 If! that we failed in Pur
fuance of the Refolution before mentioned . ' 
In fearch of our Boats, which was the more 
neceffary, becaufe the properefi: Seafon for 
Difcovery was now gliding away, without 
our having it in our power to make ufe of 
ie, for want of thofe Boats. The next Day 
we fell in Company with the California, 
and upon mature Confideration of the pre
fent State of our Affairs, it was refeIved, 
that we {bould wait no longer than the 28th; 
and that in the mean Time, the California 
{bould go as far South as the Latitude of 64°. 
and the Dobbs to the Latitude of 65°. N. 
We took alfo the necefTary Precautions to 
prevent any Accidents that might happen 
by the Boats paffing by, while we were 
thus employed, and not knowing where to 
follow or to join us. It was with this View 
that the Pinnaces of each Ship, with pro
per Officers aboard them, were rent to erect a 
Pole with a Flag flying on Cape Fry; at 
the Foot of which a Letter was buried, con
taining Infi:ructions for the People to act by. 
who were in the Boats, and an Information 
where we were gone. We likewife took care 

R 2 for 
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for fcar they lhould not obferve this, to' 
moor a largeCafk about a Mile and half from' 
the Shore, where we judged it moil: certain 
that the Boats muft pafs, and upon this alfer 
was fixed a fmall Flag. with an Intimlltion,. 
that they thould repair too Cape }<ry.for. far
tfuer Intelligence. 

ALL Things thus fettled, we failed on 
tbe 23d to the Northward, as the CaliJornitl 
did to the South. When we had reached
t}.le Latitude of 65°. 5 '. I went in the Pin~ 
nance with the fecond Mate, and fix Hands 
a.iliop;,:, on the Weft Coail: of the lf7e!co11l' 
in order to try the Tide; and here we found· 
the Flood il:ill coming from the Northward, 
UJ.ld the Time of High Water to be prett)"' 
near the fame as at Cape Fry; but it rofC'· 
above t?ree Feet h:gher upon a Pole, whichr 
we fet up' at Low Water Mark, in· order to
make the Experiment with greater Cer
tainty. The Country differed little from 
that about Cape Fry, except that it appeared· 
.£omewhat higher; and here as well as thero 
we faw great Herds of Deer fertding. In 
our PaiI1ge alfo we took Ilotise of feveral 
black Whales; and I cannot but. obferve. 
that confidering the N Ulilbers we faw upon 
this Coaft, it is a Thing. very probable,. that. 

a. 
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a moll: advantagious Fifbery might be car
ried on here from the FaCl:ories j which 

would be a Thing of great Confequence to 
the Nation, as for many Years paft, we 
have made little or no Progrefs in the 
Wha1e-Fifbery, notwithaanding the extra
ordinary Encourlgement afforded by the 
Legj£1ature, in order to remove that N e
ceffity which we are under of pllrchaGng 
both Whalebone and Train Oil from abroad. 
It feems alfo more J"eafonable to make a Try;:! 

of this bere, thm either in Davis's Str~~it<, or 
on the Coafts of Spit.zbergen, as the \V d
come is Ids embarra!fed with Ice, and the 
Viater is !hoaler, which thofc, who are at 
all acquainted with the N atme of tlut Fi(h
ery, very well know, are both of them 

Points of Confequence. After finilhing our 
Bufinefs a-!hore, wit!l as much LxtnL
tion as pollible, and making a5 many Ob

fervations as we could in our Pafidge, we re

t:lrned aboard the Dobbs-Galley the fame 

DJY· 
Vi E fJiled hIck on the' 26,h to C;/'t' 

FrJ', and had there the Pk~:fure ()f meeting 

with the Caiijornia, ill Comp.my with the 

two Bo.lt" which had joined h::r in th~ 
Latitude of 6+°. ]0'. North. The OiIiLcrS 
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a board them reported, that they found an 
Inlet, in the Latitude of 640

• North. and 
in the Longitude of 32'. Eaft from Mar6le_ 
gtand, which was three or four. Leagues 
wide at the Entrance; but upon their Cail
ing eight Leagues up it, increafed to fix or 
{even Leagues wide: That their CourCe Co 
far, was N. N. W. by Compafs, but then 
it began to turn more to the Weftward; 
that failing ten Leagues higher, it grew 
narrower by Degrees, 'till it became but 
four Leagues wide; that notwithfianding 
they could perceive the Shores open again, 
they were difcouraged from proceeding far
ther, becaufe that the Water from being 
Salt, tranfparen t, and deep; with fteep ShorjlS. 
and fhong Currents, grew frelber, thic~er, 
and ihallower, at that Height; that they 
met in their PafTage, with many of the 
Ejkimaux, who at a light Expence had 
fupplied them with a contiderable ~antity 
of frelh Venifon, and would have procured 
them more, as well as Train-Oil, of which 
they had Abundance, if they could have 
fpared Time. This was all the Account 
they gave us, or could give us; and, can· 
fequently, the Hfue of this Idet, is abfo
Jutely unknown; which how;;·,.::r does not 

at 
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at all hinder our Reafoning about it, from 
the Circumfiances that are before laid down 
which are certainly very curious and re: 

markable, when confidered in Regard to 
the Difcovery w~ were fent to make. 

I T is highly probable, that this Inlet 
may have fome Communication with a great 

Lake within Land, whieh may perhaps 
have another Outlet of the like Nature, 
int!) t!-1e great Wefiern Ocean; and one 
Creli !I, '[a!lee which they took Notice of in 
i l'.ljn,; '!P it, gives great Weight to this 
Cou./::b:c:. Tllis Cireurnfiance was, that 
the :iL .;.,m of Ebb run fafier by one half, 

t.1an in the 'Thames, for ten Hours in 
twelve, tho' it was upwards of twelve 
Miles broad, and for the two lafi Hours 
the Flood caufed the Water to fiand fiill. 

In the next Place, tho' I cannot take upon 
me to fay, that here is an immediate Paf
fage; yet, I think, I may f~fdy :dTert, there 
is nothing in their Report, tbat proves the 
contrary; but this will be farther conliclered in 
the Sequel. It is very true, tlut at firfi Sight 
the Frdhne[s of the W ater may [eern con
clufive again1l: a PafTage; but if it had been 
quite freib, I mean upon the SUlf.ice, it 
would have been filr from being [0; be-

R 4- caute 
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caure as this was the Seafon, when tile 
Snows were melting and draining off the 

. L,md, even that "might have been expec~ 
ted, and would have been' no more than 
what is found in the Baltick, and on the 
'Veil: Coall:s of Africa, after· the rainy 
Months. In the lall:: Place it may be pro: 
per to remark, that tho' the Tide· or Flood 
coming from the W dt, would have been a 
direCt and abfolut~ Proof of it's being a Par
f3ge to another Sea, yet a Flood from the 
Eait, is by no means fuch an" abfolute anq 
direct Proof to the contrary, becaufe it is 
well known, that in the Straits of Ma
gellan, the Tides ·from tlle two Oceans meet 
one another; and there is good Reafon to 
believe, that whenever a Difcovery is made 
of a North Well:: PJif.Jge, the like will alf~ 
be found there. . " 

As we were now fo near the Irager, and 
being abfolutely certain· the main Tide in 
the Wdcorr.e came from the North, the 
Captains '~erci both of Opinion that it was 
j"ncumbent upon them to determine what 
might be found there, confidering the warm 
Difputc there had been about it, between 
Arthur Dobbs, Erq; and Capt. Middleton; 
and the great Expectations which this Dif..' 

pute 
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~ute had raifed in the World, as well as th~ 
near' Relation that it had to the prefellt 
Expedition; fo that the negleCting it might 
have been looked upon as an inexcufable 
Omiffion, an.d the World have been flill 
lcft in Sufpen~e, whether it was a Strait 
as the former of thore Gentlemeq, from 
various, very probable Reafons, had con
cluded it to be; or a fren1 Water River, as 
i't was afferted to be by the Captain. 

BUTnotwithfianding there preffing Rea
fons, and thefl:rong Inclination every body 
{hewed for' fettling this Point, it was the 
the 29th of th~ Month, before ~e entered 
tili; Place. 

WAGER-STRAIT, as it was then 
called, lies in the 'Latitude of 65°· 33'. 
North, and in the Longitude of 88°. 00'. 

Weft from London, hav'ing on the North 
Side of it's Entrance Cape Montague, and 
on the South Cape Dobbs. The narrpwd1: 
Part of it is about five Leagues to the V/efl:
ward of the bft mentioned Cape, where it 
is about five Miles o ','cr, or fcarce fo much, 
and there' the Tide mns like a Sluice: So 
tllat it may be affir~ed with Certainty, that 
at Spring-Tides it runs at the ~ate of eight 
or nine Miles an Huur. While our Ships 

were 



250 The LafJ Expedition in 
were in this Place, we had very little Com
mand of them, the Current being fo rapid, 
that the California was carried four or five 
Times round, notwithll:anding the utmoft 
Endeavours were nfed by thofe aboard her 
to prevent it. To fay the Truth, there 
could not be a more furprifing Spectacle, than 
to fee how the Water raged, foamed~ boi
led and whirled about, as if it had been a 
great Torrent, broken by many Rocks, all 
which Appearances however feem to have 
no other Caufe than the Narrownefs of the 
Channel, in Proportion to the vail: Body of 
Water that paffes through it. There were 
a great many Pieces of ll:ragling Ice, that 
came in with us, from the Welcome; and 
tho' we went at a great Rate through the 
Water, yet thefe Pieces of Ice, by the 
Force of irregular Currents, ran fometimes 
a-head, and then fell a-fiern of us again. 
We were about three Hours in this Situa
tion, but at length having paffed Savage
Sound, where the Tide is lefs rapid, as the 
Channel becomes broader, we found our
[elves more at our Eafe, and in greater 
Safety. This Sound is formed by a Chain 
of fmall Wands, that ll:retch along at rome 
Diftance from the North Shore behind , 

which 
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which Captain Middleton lay, when for
merly in this Place. On the 30th, we 
found ourfelves off Deer-Sound, which is an 
indifferent good Road, about eight or ten 
Leagues higher up on the fame Side of the 
Strait. We difcovered foon after, a very 
good Place for fecuring the Ships, furrounded 
in a manner with high rocky Iflands, which 
1helter it almoft from every Wind; to this 
we gave the Name of Douglas-Harbour, in 
Honour of James and Henry Douglas, Efqrsj 
Members of the North Weft Committee. 
After mooring our Ships in between twelve 
and eighteen Fathom Water, we delibera
ted again upon the proper Method to be 
purfued, in order to determine clearly whe
ther the Wager was a River, a Strait, or 
a Bay, and this produced the following 
Refolution, which was the Gr0,unds of our 
fubfequent Proceedings. 

, At 
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At a Council held on Board the 
Dobbs Galley, in Douglafs Har
bour, Wager Straits, July ths 
30th, 1747-

PRE SEN T, 

Captain WILLIAM MOORE, 

Captain FRANCIS SMITH, esc. 

· B EIN G now at Anchor in a fafe 
• HarQour, about thirty Leagues up 
• the faid Strait, and finding good Encou
e ragement to go farther, we havqnet to de
c bate on the moll: effeCtual and expeditious 
, Method to be purfued therein; and after 
c matureCon'fideration, wehave unanimoufiy 
e agreed, that the Ships !hall reinain where 
, they now lie, and that the Boats of each 
, Ship !hall depart at the firll: of the Floo~ 
e to-morrow Morning, up the faid Strait, 
e as far, if pollible, as to determine whether 
~ i~ is a Pa!fage to, the W diem Ocean of 
c America, or not, which is to be done with 
e all the Expedition and Accuracy the Nature 
• of the Bufinefs will permit; but in order 

C that 
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that the Ships may not be detained in this 
, Northern Latitude, longer than they may 
.. with [afety, by waiting for the Boats; it is 
C rdolved, if they i1lOuld not return by the 
, 25th of AUgl!fl next enfuing, then the 
, Commanding Officers of both Ships, are 
, to proceed with the Dobbs Gal/ey and Ca
, lifornia for England, &c: 

IN Purfuance of this Refolution, the Cap
tains of the Dobbs Galley and of the Cali
fornia, failed with, proper Officers, and a 
fufficient Number of Hands in the Boats,_ 
belonging to their refpeCtive Ships, upon 
the 1all: Day of this Month, with a fair and 
nne Gale, keeping a North Well: by Weft 
Qourfe, till the Strait diminilhed in Breadth, 
from ten Leagues to {carce one. At this 
Time, which was pretty near the Approach of 
Night, we were aJarmed with a very loud 
unaccountable Noife, refembling the Sound 
of a vall: CataraCt,- or prodigious Fall of 
Water, but could not difcover from whence 
it· came; it was therefore tbought necelfary to 
come immediately to an Anchor, that feme 
of m might go a-i1lore, and fee what Dif
c::overies might be that Way made. This 
Was accordingly done; but before we 

could 
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could gain the Top of the Eminence, for 
the Shore proved exceffively rocky and 
fleep, it was become [0 dark, that we found 
all the P,lins we h3.d taken entirely thrown 
~way, ~nd were obliged to return to our 
Boat very weary; and yet no whit wifer 
than \':hen \ve went. I cannot help, how
cvt:r taking ]\J atice, that in a[cending thefe 
Mountains, we had at once as great, as 
gioomy, anel as awful a Pro[pett, as per
haps ever afionilhed mortal Eyes. While 
v.'C 'walked along the Beach. the ragged 
Rocks above feemed pendant over our 
Heads: In rome Places there were Falls of 
Water, dafhing from Cliff to Cliff; from 
ct;lcn hung prodigious Hides in Rows, one 
hehind another, like the Pipes of a vall: 
Organ. .Eut the moil: tremendous Part of 
the Scer:e Wf.:re the {hattered Crags which 
by at our F4iet, and appeared plainly to 
Lc~vc bL:iJl from the Mountain Tops, 
thro' the expanfive Power of the rigo
.0:.iS 1'["0112, and fo rolled with inex
r·rcit b:-: FL1ry dc,v>'l1 the Sides, 'till they 
r".lci-.ed thofe Place~ where their Ruin's 
/;0\'1 by: I call them Ruins; for fuch they 
p,cp~r;y were: And if there is fumething 
t:!."t deep1.'" afFects us, when we behold 

either 
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either the Wafte of War, or the Devafia
tions of Time, it may be eafily conceived, 
that fomething much more terrible mull be 
felt from the Sight of thefe amazing Relicks 
of the Wreck of Nature. 

W Ii: fpent the Night, as the Reader may 
believe, with no great Satisfaction; and 
early in the Morning we went a-thore; 
nor was it long before we difcovered, that 
the mighty Noife we heard, was occafioned 
by the Tides being confined in a Paifage 
6f about fixty Yards wide, but the Body 
of Water, and it's Rapidity, was ex
ceeding great: and notwithfianding we 
were now One Hundred and fifty Miles 
from the Entrance, it's Colour was perfectly 
bright, and it's Tafte very fait. The Tide 
rofe here commonly fourteen Feet and a 
Half, high Water at fix o'Clock at Full 
and Change. As we Caw clearly that 
the Strait opened beyond this Fall, to 
five or fix Miles wide, ami ran feveral 
Leagues to the Wefiward, we were fiill in 
Hopes ofaPaifage. ThegreatDifficultynow 
was how to pafs the Fall, which, when at
tempted, proved not either fo hard, or [0 

hazardous, as from the firfi View we ap
prehended ; for I paif(:d it with a little 

Boat, 



255 TlN La/! Expedition in 
R 'at, \V .:::) i, '."':S in it', full Fury. Wif 

{oon after found, th::t it might be crolfed 
without a11Y Ri~que at all; for at half Flood, 
the 'Vater below the Fall, was upon a 
Lc.:vd with t;Jat :lbove j' and at half Ebb 
:lgdill, tI,e \~.T ,~' r r,hov~, was even with 

{l1.lt below; and ~1.t thul;: Times, it wa~ 
lpite {mootil :l'.c! Hill, [0 as to be paifcd 
without tbc lc.::l Difficulty or Danger. 
vV;1ile we by hert, three Indians came 
abo:lrd us in their C:lnces, and appeared 
from tl-,eir Manner" to be the fame kind 
of Pco?le we had met with in other PartS 
of this Co:dl, bst much lower in Sta
ture; fJr it W1S very obiervable, that in 

[ailing North from rork-Fort, every thing 
dwindled and dimi!.i:11cd, (0 that Trees 
111runk into Bc-Ull1\'/ood, ill the Latitude of 
6 I o. and none of the human Species ap.: 
pe~lrcd beye,nd the Lat:tuGC of 67°. Thete 
Iriil:',lI1S feemcd a bttle timorvus at fira, as 
in all ProQ.(bili(y ·w-.; W,,[c the firit Euro;. 
pCi:liS tl:ey cv.:r i:l'N; but upon our making 
Sigruls of Fri(;nciLbp, they grew bolder, 

c.:me up to, and cOI1\'.:rfeJ with us, and 
llpGn giviLg them to LJ!)dcrlhnd, that we 
Y:.lnted Tll~toa, which in their Language 
{i0"nifi~s \' e;ui"on, they prdently went a-

f110re 
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fuore, and brought us fome which had' been 
cured after their manner, by drying; toge
ther with fome Pieces of Buffaloes Fleth, 
which appeared to have been lately killed; 
and having purchafed this [mall Cargo of 
theirs at an eafy Rate, we rent them away 
very well fatisfied. On the 2d of AuguJl, 
we paired the Fall, above which the 
Tide role only four Feet, but the Shores 
were very fieep on both Sides, and no 
Ground was to be felt with a Line 
of One Hundred and Forty Fathom. 
There fiill appeared Seals and white Whales, 
but notwithfianding this, moO: of our Com
pany were not a little di[couraged by their 
finding the Water aIm oft freili upon the 

. Surface. But. it being my Opinion, that 
this Frethnefs was only on the Surface, I re
{olved to make an Experiment whether the 
thing' was fo or not; and for that Purpofe 
let down a Bottle ftrongly corked, to the 
Depth of thirty Fathoms, where the Cork 
was forced in, and the Bottle came up full 
of Water, of the fame Degree of Saltnefs 
with ~at in the Atlantick Ocean; which 
re~ived ·our Hopes, as fuddenly as ,hey 
were funk before. But this Gleam of Sue-

S eels 
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<:efs proved however of very lbort Con .. 
tinuance. 

6 ~ the 3d of Augufl, towards the Fall 
of Night, the Water became unexpectedly 
fuoa), upon which we anchored. 'till the 
Morning fhould difcover the Caufe. The 
Day no fooner broke, than we went a
fuore, and from the Hills that were but a 
very fmall Diftance from the Coafi, we 
had the Mortification to fee clearly, that 
our hitherto imagined Strait ended in two 
{mall unnavigable Rivers; one of which 
plainly fell from a large Lake, which lay 
at fome Miles Diftance to the South Weft. 
Thus all our Hopes vanifhed, and we had 
nothing to confole us for the Pains we had 
taken, the Time we had {pent, and the 
Dangers we had run, but the Satisfaction 
of having done in this RefpeCl:, all that 
could be lOOKed for from us, and having 
thereby cleared this Point, and left no farther 
room to doubt about the Hrue of this Inlet. 
which might other wife have produced as 
warm Contefis in fucceeding Times" as it 
had already done in ours. Befides. as Capt. 
Fox long ago obferved very jufily upon 
this Head, every promifing Opening, fairly 
and fully fearchedJ and that Search clearly 

and 
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and candidly recorded, leffens the Difficulty 
of this Enterprize, and reduces the great 
<l!!dl:ion of a Paffage, or no Paffage, fo 
much nearer to a Certainty. 

THE R E came off to us during the thort 
Stay we made here fix Canoes; and the 
People in them brought us a fmall ~antity 
of Deer and Buffaloes Fleih, and fome dried 
Salmon, which we purchafed, and fignified 
to them our Defire to have more, which 
they readily apprehended, and as foon com
plied with, returning to the Place from 
whence they carne, and bringing us very 
fpeedily a much larger ~antity of the 
fame kind of Provifion, which we not only 
purchafed, but alfo bought fome of their 
Clothes, their Bows, an.d whatever elfe they 
were inclined to part with, out of mere 
Curiofity. Of thefe People I endeavoured 
to learn all I could; firft with RefpeCl: to 
the Copper Mine, and then with Regard to 
another Sea, which I endeavoured to fug
geft to them might lie to the Weftward j 

to make them comprehend which, I chalked 
out a kind of a rude Draught of the Coaft, 
in Hopes they might have continued it, but 
this was all Labour in vain; for they 
feemed not in the leaft to underftand me, 

S 2 as 
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me, and as the Reader will eafily conceive 
was a very confiderable Addition to that cruel 
Difappointment we had lately met with. 

AM 0 N G S T thefe Indians, there came a 
Perf on , who though his Drefs .and Lan
guage was the fame with theirs, yet ap
peared manifefily from his ComplexioD,. 
which was much fairer, and fro~ his being 
utterly unacquainted with the management 
of a Canoe, to be of another Nation; and 
that he was only brought by them to fee 
us. Our Captain imagined that he might 
poffibly be a Slave; and obferving how 
ready thefe People were to part with any 
thing they had, entertained from. thence a 
Notion, that it might not be impoffible to 

purchafe him; and to be fure, if this could 
have been done it would have been a right 
meafure, bccaufe from him, very poffibly, we 
might have learned fomewhat. It was 
with this View, that Mr. ThompJon the Sur-. 
geon was fent a-!hore with a Parcel of 
Gooqs, to try what might be done, but 
the. IlldialZS not only rejected the Offer, 
but did it {weh a manner, as very plainly 
ihewd tbt i :· (L!like to it. 

On 
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On the 4th both Boats weighed, and 

we began to make the beft of our way 
back to the Ships, but the Wind being 

contrary, and at the fame time very high, 
we found ourfelves obliged to take {helter 
in the Evening in a Cove under the South 

Shore, at about four Leagues difiance. But 

the Wind coming about in our favour to
ward~ Midnight, we took Advantage of it 
and got under Sail, but had not proceeded 
far before we were hailed by tbe People of 
the California's Boat to inform us, that they 
had loft a Man, who had the r,,:i~f.)rtune 

to be knocked over-boad by the Main ... 
Sail's fuddenly lhifting from one fide to the 
other. The Boat making great way, and 
the Night being very dark, they heard no 

more of him. 
As we were [Jow convinced that there was 

no other way back, hut that by which we 
came in, we prepared to repafs the Fall, 
which we did accordingly upon the 6th, 
and grappled that Nigilt under :10 Hland 
doht or tcn Leap:uts below it. Having a 

/:I '-' 

firon6 Gale of \'/inJ frrim thence with 

much Sleet and Snow, Wl: very foon arrived 
at the Ships, witholit meeting with any 
thincr farther in our Pa{fF,(' dod was worth o • 

S 3. ob[w'· 
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obferving; except that every body expref
fed a Senfe of the Difappointment we had 
met with more or lefs warmth in propor
tion to his Concern for the Succefs of the 
Voyage; fo that though we were very well 
pleafed to find ourfelves fafely return~d, 
yet our firft Concern was to contrive fome 
Method of ballancing this Difafter by mak
ing another Trial, in hopes'it might be at
tended with better Succefs. 

Accordingly, in the very Coancil that 
was held for receiving our Report of the 
late Expedition, Mr. 'rhompfon the Surgeon 
intimated fame Doubts he had, that as the 
Weather was far from being clear, the Sea 
running high, and our Boats being at a good 
Diftance from the North Shore i~ our re
turn, it was not at all impoffible that we 
might have puffed fame Opening unobferv
ed on that Side, which he the rather in
clined to fear, becau[e he thought the Land 
looked, as well as he could difcern it, both 
high and double, with very large Breaks 
between the Mountains. I readily feconded 
his Motion, though influenced thereto by 
other Motives, more efpecially from the ex
traordinary Tides that we had di[cerned, for 
at Douglas Harbour it rofe fixteen Feet and 

a 
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a half perpendicular, whereas according to 
Capt. Middleton's Relation, it flowed but 
ten Feet at Deer Sound, though eight or ten 
Leagues nearer the Welcome; belides, the 
time of High Water being rather earlier at 
the Fall, tbough ninety Miles farther Weit, 

. than at that Sound, I could not ealily re
concile thefe Circumitances to the want of 
a Paffage, and therefore, though I could fay 
nothing as to the Particulars taken Notice 
of by Mr. 'l'bompfon, I yet thought thefe 
Obfervations might very well ju!i:ify that Re
view which he propofed; for in Cafes of 
this Nature, it is impoffible for Men to be 
too careful or exact, linee upon that, the 

. Succefs of their Voyage depends; and, wh ch 
is much more, the Report of it is to become, 
if not a Law, at leafi a Guide, and a Rule 
to Pofierity. Thefe Arguments were in
fified upon in their full Extent in the Coun
cil after the Report was made; and in Con
fequence of a long and warm Debate that 
happened upon this Oecalion, the following 
Refolution was agreed to, in order to reaify 
any Mif1:ake that might have happened in 
the before-mentioned Trial. 

S 4 4t 



At a Council held on Board the Ca
lifornia in Douglas Harbour. the 
7th of Auguft 1747. 

PRESENT 

Captain WI L L lAM MOORE. 

Captain FRANCIS SMI'IH.&c. 

• WHereas on Friday the 7th. the 
Boats returned from examining 

• the moft likely opening for a Pafi"age. or 
( Strait, and on the moft exaCt Search none 

• appeared where they had been, and Capt. 
, Jrilliam Moore and Capt. Francis Smith. 
, being fully fatisfied that there is noProfpe8: 
, of any other Opening than from the Eaft
, ward by which the Ships came in, but 
, being willing to fatisfy Mr. Edward'Ihomp-. 
'J~1l th~ Surgeon, and Mr. Henry Ellis of 
, the DobbJ Galley, who think that the 

• Boats on their return (it blowing hard) 
• did not keep near enough to the North 
, Shore, which to them appeared double 
C Land, and ha\'ing an Opinion that the 
, Entra.nce of tLis River or Strait is not. 

e fufficien t 
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C fufficient to admit of the extraordinary 
, Tides found here, but that there may be 
c a Patrage for them through the North 
C Shore, feven or eight Leagues from hence, 
c which they, Mr. Thompfon and Mr. Ellis, 
c conceive might efcape Obfervation; it is 
(therefore refolved, that the Dobbs's 
c Schooner the Re.folution {hall immediate
c Iy proceed, to acquire a Satisfaction as to 
c thefe Parts." 

Signed by the COUNCIL. 

AT this Council I took notice, that as 
there were a great variety of Circum fiances. 
many of them very ilrong, and fuch as 
amounted almoft to a Demonfiration, of 
there being Hill fome Paffage to another 
Ocean lying to the Northward, in that 
which Captain Middleton called RepulJe Bay; 
fuch as that the Tides were always higher, 
and the time of High Water fooner, the 
farther we failed Northward; as aHo the 
Saltnefs and Tranfparcncy of the \Vater in the 
Welcome, which was fuch, tbt one might 
fee the Bottom at the Depth of twelve or 

. fourteen Fathom; joined to the N umb~rs 
of Whales that were continu;ll1y feen upon 

the 
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the Coafts, and the repeated Inftances we 
ba~, that N orth Weft Winds, made abun
dantly the higheft Tides; fuppocted by the 
Affurances,' that Captain William Moore had 
from'time to time givel1 me, that there was 
a Paffage in Repulfe Bay; I therefore pro
pofed that the Dobbs Galley thould depart 
immediately in fearch of it, while the Cali
fornia fini{hed the ElCamination bf this, and 
whatever Places remained not thoroughly 
fearched to the Southward. This was fire
nuoufly oppofed by fome, who aUedged, 
that we had no InfiruCtions to go thither, 
nor were warranted to {eparate our Ships, 
that feveral of the People in the Calijorni(l, 
and fome of our own, were much indif
pofed, and in a Manner incapable of fiaying 
longer in thefe Seas; and laftly, that the 
Seafon was rather too far advanced- to pro
ceed again to the Northward. To all thefe 
Objections I replied in the beft Manner I, 
could, but with no Effect, for upon the 
~eftions being put, the Propofition I had 
made was rejected by a Majority, from 
whence I concluded, that there were fome 
w,ho began to be tired of fo much Labour 
and Hardlhip, and who were therefore in
clined to put an End to the Voyage as {opn 

J as 
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as they could, or at leafi, to prevent any 
more fuch toilfome Expeditions as our lafi j 

the Difcovery we then made, [erving alfo 
to countenance this Deugn, which tho' I 
could not approve, it was no way in my 
power to prevent. 

I'T is certainly a Thing of the utmofi Con
fequence, in every Undertaking of this Na
ture, to interefi, as far as it is pollible, aU 
who are any ways concerned in it's Succefs, 
and that too in Point of Profit, as well as 
of ChllraCter; for otherwife, a little Labour 
will tire, and the firfi appearance of Danger 
be a pt to affright them. It is alfo very ex
pedient, that thofe who have the Concerting 
and DireCtion of fuch an Affair, lhould confer 
with every Officer before he goes out; give 
him his InftruCtions by word of Mouth, as 
well as Writing, and alfure him of their Fa
vour,Countenance, and ProteCtion, in cafe he 
performs his Duty upon his Return. This 
would render the lelfer Officers, not only 
vigilant and affiduous, but enterprizing and 
alert, when they knew for whom, and upon 
what Terms they expofed themfelves; they 
would then not punCtually only, but chear
fully alfo, obey their Commander's Orders, 
in cafe he was aCtive for the Difcovery, and 

prove 
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prove a great Check upon him ifhe was not; 
neither ought fomething of the fame Kind 
to be omitt~, with RefpeCl: even to the 
private Men, who 1hould be excited to their 
Duty, by Difcourfes fuited to their Capa
citie8, and animated ill the Performance of 
of it, by Encouragements proportioned to 
their Way of living. This was conftantly 
practiCed on board us, and I am induced to 
recommend fuch a ConduCt .. from the good 
EffeCl:s which I faw it produce. For our 
Men went about what they were ordered 
with great Alacrity and Chearfulnefs; un
derwent Hardlhips and Fatigues patiently, 
and were not afraid of looking Danger in· 
the Face. It was very pleafant to hear 
them, when they had any Leifure, dif
courfing over all the Points that were of 
greateft Confequence to the Succefs of our 
Voyage; fuch as the Nature of Tides, the 
Indications that might be drawn from them, 
and the Circumftances requifite to be ob
ferved about them; the Figure of the Globe, 
the Difpofition of Land and Water, the 
Advantages that would arife to Great-Bri
tain, from a DiCcovery of the North Weft 
Pair age, and fuch like. Nay, the very 
Orkney Men, who were far enough from 

being 
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being either good Seamen or Statefmen • 
could not help forefeeing, that the difcover-
ing fuch a Palfage would be highly fervi
ceable to their Iflands, by bringing thither 
great Refort of Shipping. But the firangeft 
Thing, that in this RefpeCl: fell within the 
Compafs of my Obfervation, was aboard 
our own Ship, where there was a very ho
neft Seaman, whofe fole Delight was a de
licious Dram, that one Day heated himfe1f 
to fucha Degree, in talking over the Bufi
nefs of the Expedition, that in the warm 
Sincerity of his Heart, he could not help 
faying with a good round Oath, Now had I 
rather find the NORTH WEST PASSA.GE 
than HALF an ANCHOR of BRANDY. 

THE Weather all this Time continued 
very indifferent. for we had feveral Squalls 
of Sleet and Snow, and a ftrong North North 
Weft Wind, which broke two oftheCaliJor
nia's Anchors, and it was not without much 
Difficulty {he efcaped being forced a-lhore 
upon one of the Ifiands: but at length with 
the Affifiance of the Crews of both Ships lhe 
was moored in fafety, to our very great Sa
tisfaction; as we were very feauble, that if 
!he had gone a-lhore upon any of the Wands, 
the could not poffibly hav¢ been got off, 

without 
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without fuffering confiderable' Damage. 
On the 13th the Weather becoming fine, 
Mr. rhompfon, the Chief Mate, and myfelf 
went into the Boat, to put in Execution 
that ACt of Council, which has been before 
given to the Reader, with RefpeCl: to the 
Opening, that it was fuppoCed we might 
have paffed on the North Shore, when we 
returned from our laft Expedition. 

IN our Paffage we fawa great many black 
Whales, and a prodigious Number of Seals; 
but about Midnight, finding ourfelves en
elofed by the Coafl: and the Iflands that lay 
before it, we founded, and felt Ground at 
thirty Fathom, and the Depth continuing 
to diminilh, it was judged expedient to, 
come to an Anchor, which accordingly we 
did. In the Morning we landed, and from 
an Eminence plainly difcovered. that this 
Opening ran up feveral Leagues to the South 
Weftward, but that it was impoffible for 
us to proceed much farther, upon Account 
of fev~ral Ridges of Stones that ran quite 
acrofs it, and were very apparent at Low 
Water.' We difcovered alfo to the North. 
ward.of this another Opening, which ter
minated likewife about three Leagues from 
it's Entrance, pretty much in the fame 

~~!!~~~ 
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Manner. All hopes of finding a Paffage be. 
ing now 10ft, with Regard to the Place we" 
were in, we judged it beft to retnrn to the 
Ships as foon as it was poffible, which we 
did on the 14th, fo that we were abfent 
upon this Service only one Day. 

As foon as we came back, a General 
Council was called, in order to receive our 
Report, and confider of what was to be un
dertaken next. In this Council I laid hold 
of the Opportunity of repeating my former 
Propofition, and of adding fuch new Argu
ments,as by turning it often in my Thoughts, 
had arifen in this {hort Space of Time; but 
it met, notwitbllanding, with the fame 
Fate as before, the Majority of the Council 
adhering as lleadily to their own Sentiments 
as I could do to mine. Yet as the Seafon 
was not entirely [pent, and as confequently 
fornething more might be undertaken, the 
following Reiollltion was formed, and lIna~ 
nimoufiy agreed to, which, as it contains the 
moll decifive Evidence, with Regard to 
Facts which indicate a Paffage, and which 
were warmly difputed between Mr. Dobbs 
and Mr. Middleton, I cannot but believe 
the Perufal of it will be equally agreeable 

and 
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and fatisfactory to my Readers, for which 
Reafon I thall infert it exactly. 

At a 'Council held on Board the 
Dobbs Galley in Douglafs Har
bour the 14th of Auguft, 1747. 

PRE SEN T, 

Captain WILLIAM MOORE, 

Captain FRANCiS SMI'IH, Cic. 

C AFTER a very accurate Search of 
C the Opening, commonly called 
e Wager Riveror Strait, we find itintirely 
, fuut up from having any Communication 
• with any Place but the Welcome, of which 
, from the extraordinary Tides, GreatnefS' Gf 
< it's Extent, Depth, and Saltnefs of it's 
• Water even fifty Leagues from it's En· 
• trance, we determining it to be an Arm 
• thereof; yet finding the Tides to rife a 
, great Height on the Weft Coaft of the 
• Welcome, but more efpecially here, and' 
e not being quite certain whence they come, 
C further than that all the Places we have 
, tried them in our way here, we have 
• found the Flood to fet the Courfe 'Of the 

c Coafl; 
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, Coaft from the Northward and North
C Weft Winds to make the hi<>heft Tides o , 

, now being defirous to know whence the 
• main Tide comes, we conceive a Know
c ledge of its DireCtion on the K!ft Side of 
C the Welcome, would be conducive there
, to; it is refolved (Wind and Weather per
c mitting.) that Trial be made at the Low 
C Breach nearly oppofite to this Place. as 
, alfo at Cary-Swans-Nefl, and all other 
C Places that may furniili any Light towards 
, the Difcovery of a N orth Weft Paifage. 
, In Witnefs whereof we hereunto fet OLr 

, Names." 
Signed by the Council. 

I T may not he amifs to add here a /hort 
Account of the principal Articles about 
which Mr. Dobbs and Mr. Middleton dif
fered. Mr. Dobbs gave it as his Opinion, 
that the Flood came from the Wc:1t'ilJ.rd 
throuO'h feveral OpeninO's between t:", La-

o I:> 

titudes of 62 and 6S v N. and WJ, propo-
gated from thence to the H'elcome and 
Repu!ft Bay. It was his Sentiment al~o, 
that in Wager Strait, for fo he fupp01ed 
it to be the Flood came from the Weft
ward a~d at the South Weft Bluff met the 

, T Ea!lern 
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Eaftern Tide. Mr. Midtlletfm bad q\lite il 
contrary Notion with regard to both thefe 
Points, and he was right. Yet it muO: be 
allowed,that Mr. Dobus was miileQ in refpect 
to the latter by Lieutenant .R~n#n,.who find
ing a ftrong Stream running from the Weft
ward nigh the South Side, where he lay 
while the W.ater rofe upon the Shore, hc=' 
concluded from·thence,. that the Flood came 
from the Weft ward .. wher~as that Strtla.nr 
was only an Eddy.. and-the main Currc~t in 
the Mid-Channel came from the E~O:ward; 
a thing no ways fingular; for many Inftam:es; 
might be affigned of the like happening 
in other Places. Mr. ·Dobbs therefore rea~ 
foned right. but from wrong Principles. 

MR. Middleton on the other hand affirm
ed, that the Water was there quite freib,. 
that it did not flow to any confiderable 
Height, that the Stream was not very rapid" 
and tbat South Eail: Winds made the higheft 
Tide, all which FaCts are clearly and dillinCt
Iy refuted from the Light of Experience., 
afforded by repeated Trials, fet down in the 
Refolution of Council, which I have tran~ 
fcribed; betides, he afrerted, that the maill' 
:land was- continued from the Latitude of 
63~· 20'. to Cape Dobbs, which w~s not fo, 

for 
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for we difcoved a large Opening in the Lati
tude of 6+0

• N. Some other leis material Dif
ferences there were, which, to avoid fatiguing 
the Reader, I !hall not mention. 
,. BUT it ought to be obferved, that it 
was from his Zeal for the Publick, and 
a laudable Concern for the Glory of the 
13ritijh Nation, that Mr. Dobbs took fo 
much Pains in this Affair. It mufl be like
wife confidered, that he could not be ex
pected to be farther in the right than he 
was properly informed, and that it mufi: 
be allowed, that he argued very jufily and 
judicioufly, though from FaCts that were 
wrong fiated; fo that his Errors, if they 
may be properly called fo, were not only 
involuntary but inevitable j fince Reafoning 
as he did from what was bid down to him 
by others, he could be anfurerable only for 
the Rectitude of his Conclufions, and not 
for the Certainty of the Premifes which lay 
entirely out of his reach to difcover: Where
as Mr. Middltfon was bound to greater 
StriCtnefs in his Affertions, as they were not 
eflablilhed on the Reports of others, but 
were grounded chiefly upon his own Ex
perience j yet it may be fairly alledged in 
his Excafe; that as he found his CharaCter 

T 2 pub-
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publickly attacked, it was very natural for 
him to defend himfelf by any Arguments, 
and any Means that lay in his way. I 
do not take upon myfelf to decide in 
this Controverfy, I only deliver Things as 
they appear to me; and at the fame time 
that I give my Opinion, I give alfo the Evi
dence upon which it is founded, and leave 
the whole to the Determination of the 
Reader. Neither lhould I have meddled 
with this Matter at all, but that it relates 
immediately to my SubjeCl, and is of great 
Importance, not only to the thorough un
dedl:anding the Defign and Iffue of this 
Expedition, but all future Expeditions in 
view to this Difcovery. Since if all Errors, 
however they may arife, be not deteCted 
and removed, fo that thofe who in fuc-· 
ceeding Times fhall be employed in fuch 
Undertaking, may have the full Benefit of 
former Experience, this Difcovery of fo 
great Confequence to the Britijb Nation, 
may be much longer delayed than other wile 
it need be, and therefore the Publick has 
a Right to expect the greatefi Accuracy and 
Precifenefs in all Narrations of this Nature. 

On the 15th of Auguji, we weighed from 
Dottglas Harbour in Company with the 

Calijorlzia 
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California, with a thong but fair Wind, at
tended with fome Squalls. We were met in 
the Narrows entering the Wager by a FJooi 
Tide, which detained us feveral Hours, 
though we went at the rate of more thaJa 
eight Knots through the Water. When 
we were got into the Welcome, the Wind 
continuing ftill frelli, we lay too. On the 
17th the Weather being very fair and mo
derate, and the Sky clear, it was propofed 
that as we lay within three or four Leagues 
of the Low Breach, we {hould go thither to 
try the Tide, agreeable to the bft Refolu
tion of Council, to the general Scheme and 
Intention of the Voyage, and to the particular 
Articles upon this Head, which the Gentle
men of the North Weft Committee thought 
fit to infert in our InftruCtions. 

Accordingly in the Evening, I went with 
our fecond Mate Mr. Metcalfe for that Pur
pofe, but before we could reach the Shore 
it was d:uk, and :1lfo :J. little after High 
Water, [0 that we were under the Necef
fity of (taying till it was Hi;;1 Water again, 
in order to eXecute our Commii'fj,)11 with 
Certainty. In the mean time, the ~hjp 
lay too in the q//ll:;, and fired GC:1) every 
half Hour, but either t;'L~ Wind or the 

T Ebb .' 
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Ebb Tid<l driving her feveral Leagues to 

, , " ~ 

the Northward, the-was f{)onout of tM 
re~h . of our hearing her puns, and by that 
time it was Morning fhew.as out of Sig~ 
As [oon, however, as the Da.y' appc:arc:d~ 
\~e flnilhed the Bufiners for which \V~ came~ 
and found that the' Tide: flowed here from 
the Northwotrd, and rofe to the Height. of. 
fifteen Feet. We likewife found that it 
was High Water at Full and Change of 
the Moon a little before three o'Clock~ 
~hich was fomewhat 'earlier thai\ the 
time of full Sea upon the oppofite Com. 
Our Bufinefs being now over, the next 
thing to pe confidered was, how we ihould 
be able to get on Board~' as to which, 'many 
and great Difficulties' prefented themfelves 
to our View, clothed with {uch Circum
fiances of Terror, as could ~ot bu(make 
the firongefi Impreffion on our Minds, and 
therefore the Reader will pardon me for 
entering into a particuhr Account of them. 

THE Ship, as I obferved before, . ~as now 
out of Sight; it was not pollible for us to 
know with any de'gree of Certainty whicIl 
way to follow' her, the Wind gr~w very 
high, the \Veather very thick, attended aHo 
with Snow, the Boat we had was fmall 
\. .... and' 
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,and deep; moil: of the Hands in her were 
Landlnen. and thofe too milch indifpofed; 
fo that aU things ,confidered, we might be 
-truly. [aid to be in a moil: deplorable Situ a
tiQn. I endeavoured to encourage the People 
in the beft manner I could, by repre
{enting~ that let the Event be what it woul~ 
it was better for us to go to Sea and en
deavour to find the Ship, than to remain 
andperiili upon that inhofpitable Coail:, 
where there was not the leail: Track of Man 
.or Beail:, 110 Shelter to be had, or [0 much 
.as a Prop of freth Water; and where, in 
the midfr of thefe Inconveniences, it was 
impoffible .to prolong our Lives for any 
time, as we had hardly one Day's Provilion 
.aboard. The People being prevailed upon 
by thefe Reafons, agreed to put to Sea, 
which we accordingly did in Circumil:ances 
difmal enough, and under il:iU more di[
mal Apprehenfions. The Wind increafing 
and the Sea running very high, we took 
it in very plentifully, and a great par~ of 
rmr Time and Labour was employed in 
~hrowing out, fa that it was impoffible we 
1hould have beld it long. However, when 
we had oot about twelve Ltagues from 

o 

~hQre, we, to our great Satisfaction, decry-
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ed the Ships, and this giving us fref'h Spirits,' 
we redoubled our Labour, and very foon got 
fafe aboard; and very happy it was for us 
that we did fo, at that Time, for otherwife we 
fhould never rave feen them more, the 
Wind rifing much hig~er, and, confe
quently the S;:a; the Weather too became 
fa thick and dark, that it was impoffible to 
difcern either Ship or Shore; but it pfeafed 
God to deliver us before Things were come 
to thett: Extremities, from which nothing 
but a Miracle could have faved IlS. 

THE Wind blowing from. the South, 
we were detained in the Welcome till the 
J 9th, when it fhifted, and we took the 
Advantage of failing Southward; but as it 
grew tempeftuous fi'om the North Weft, 
and the Refolution which we had towed 
ever fince we left the IVager, being both a 
Hindrance to the Ship, and hazardous to 
the People who were in her, it was judged 
more expedient to take all Things out of 
her, and turn her a-drift, than to remain 
in this Condition any longer, which was 
accordingly done. We had fine Weather· 
on the 20th and 2 I fi, but as we were at 
fome Dillance from Cary-S'lvan's-Nefl, we 
m:lde no VCc of the SeaCon, with RefpeCl:: 

to 



the Dobbs .and Califo;nia. 281 

to the Trial of the Tide there ; tho' as the 
Reader mufi remember, this was amongfi 
the Number of the Things propofed as ne
celfary to be done in the laft Refolution. 

As the Weathl!r grew afterwards very in
different, a Council was called on board the 
California, in which a definitive Refolution 
was taken to bear away, without farther 
Delay for England, and was put in Execu
tion immediately:' On the 27th we faw 
Cape Pembroke, on the Eafiern Coaft of 
Hutlfon's Bay. On the 28th, we paffed the 
mand of Manftl, and failed by rome Ice, 
of which we had many large Pieces in 
View, 'till we arrived over againfl: Cape 
Charles. We entered Hudfoll's Strait on the 
29th , and had very pleafant and warm Wea
ther, which lafted 'till the 3d of Septc/JIber, 
and then it grew foul again, having at the 
fame Time a fl:rong Wind from the Eafiward. 
We fell in on the 5th with two of the 
Hudfon's Bay Company's Ships, widl \;.']~om 
we refolved to keep Comp,lny, \'et were 
feparated from them in the 1'\ ight of the 
6th, but were lucky enoll~;l to i,.i<,)in them 
the next Du". The uncomfortable Wea
ther we had: made 10 chiefly ~.y the thick. 
and noifome Fo[;;s, prov::d the ClUfe, that 

il~ar,y 
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many of our People bega~ now 'to relapfe 
.into their old Dill:emper the Scurvy, whicl;t, 
.was the more unfortunate at th,is ]unctare, 
as we were then in the moll: dangerous Na
vigation of an thofe Seas, oC€afioned by the 
Narrownds of the Straits, tho Want of 
Soundings, huge Mountains of Ice, which 
~ay be very well compared to flQating 
Rocks, and the d,ifmal dar~ Weather, whidi 
renders ~t fo very difficult to avoid them. 
ret frightful and fuocking as thefe Circum~ 
fiances are, it is not long before they bee,orne 
fo familiar as not to affect ~s much, an4 
the Danger is fa far ldfened by keeping a 
con ll:an t Watch, and proper Difcjpline 
amongll: the Seamen, that one feldom hear~ 
of any melanchqly Accident. This is the 
more manifefl from a Faa, the Truth of 
which is indifputable ; and fhat is, the Hud" 
jon's Bay Company's Ships, returning Year 
after Year without any Difafier; from whence 
perhaps we may infer, that where eonll:ant 
and continual Danger excites perpetuaJ At
tention, it thereby alters it's Nature, and 
pecomes, if I may be allowed the Expref:-
fion, the Caufe of Safety. , 

A s we have been obliged to take No
tice of the prodigious Fogs that are almo{l 

confiantly 
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I\=onftandy to be met with here, as no iinaU 
Part of the Dangers to "vhich V drels are 
,expofed arife ;£i-om there thick. Fogs, ancJ 
as many who have failed in thefe' have 
thought it worth their Pains to endeavout 
to a~count for them, which has been the 
Ai~ likewife of the moft intelligent Tra
vellers through thofe Northern Ciimate~ 
that are in like manner affected by them, 
It may~ perbaps affo'rd fome Entertainment 
to the Reader, if we follow fuch Examples, 
and employalfo a little Pains and Time to 
difcufs a Point, which tho' fo often confi
dered, is ftill far enough from being clear; 
and the clearing of which however muft be. 
attended with Confequences more than fuffi
cient to compenfate the Trouble of the En
quiry. For tho' Htttifon's Straits, the Coafis 
of Ne'wfoundJand, and other Northern Re
gions,aremofi famous for Mifis and Fogs, 
yet many other Climates are alfo [ubject to 
them more or lefs, and therefore the Difco
very of their Caufes" with any tolerable 
Degree of Certainty, will anfwer many ufe
ful Purpofes, as well as add confiderably to 
that Stock of real Knowledge, which the 

,Indufrry of the Learned in all Ages hath 

furnithed to the World. 
; IT 



284 The Laft ExpeditirJn in 
I T is a Hint given by Mr. Mtlupertuis, 

that perhaps the Sun's long Stay above the 
Horizon. in Northern Countries, may raife 
more Vapours than the Night can condenfe. 
But Mr. Boyle acquaints us, that he had cer
tain Information of very thick and' almoft 
confiant Fogs, at certain Seafons of the 
Year, obferved upon the Coafis of Carro. 
mandel, in the E41-Indies, which cannot 
poffibly be afcribed to the Sun's remaining 
long above the Horizon, becaufe in that Cli
mate the Difference of Days throughout 
the Year is not very great. Befides, if this 
was the Caufe, it would follow, that in 
Spitzbergen they lhould be mofi troubled 
with Fogs, when the Sun is highefi, and 
indeed through their whole Summer, when 
the Sun is there confiantly above the Hori. 
zan, but Experience proves jufi the con
trary; and that then thofe who are em
ployed in the Whale Filhery upon thefe 
Coails have bright and clear Weather ,which. 
;lS Marten obferves in his Voyage, is the fit. 
teft for the catching Whales. 

1 T appears to me more probable, that 
the Coldnefs of the Air condenfes the moill 
Vapour. as it rifes and keeps it hovering 011 

the Surface, which feems to be confirmed 
by 
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by our having the thickeft and moft fre
quent Fogs, when we are near the Ice 
Fields, where the Air is coldeft. It has 
been alfo obferved, that South and South 
Weft Winds bring much moift Vapour with 
them, which in the Northern Parts turn to 
wet Fogs, not only from the ColJnefs of 
the Air, but from it's Spring being weak
ened, whereby it is rendered lefs capable of 
fuftaining and fupporting thofe Vapours. 
On the other Hand, all Winds from any 
Point of the North, are obferved to bring 
with them fair Weather, and this alfo from 
a double Cau[e; firfr, becaufe they blow 
over a dry TraCt, and confequently bring 
with them few or no Vapours; and next, 
becaufe they add to the Elafticity of the 
Air, fo that the Vapours are kept up with
out any FaIling or FluCtuation. 

I T is to be obferved, that in treating this 
SubjeCt, the common Ufage of Speech oc
cafions a great Confufion in our Notions, 
by reprefenting feveral Things, fornetimes 
by the fame, and fometimes by different 
Names. As for in fiance, we very fddom 
diftinguiili between Vapours and Exhalati. 
ons or between Exhalations and Steams; , 
and yet by difiingui(hing between them, 

we 
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we lhcluld not only come to fpeak more 
corretUy. but to' think. alea more jwHy,' 
that is in a Manner more correfpondent with 
the Operations of Nature. Steams I prefumc, 
are; properly fpeakitig; [uch ColleCtions of 
Effluvia as are thrown out ()f this Globe; by' 
the internal Heat of the Earth itf.elf. Ex
halations again are [mati Particles detached 
both froin moiil: and dry Bodies by th~ Ac~ 
tion of Heat; as for infi:ance the Sun-Beams. 
And laftly. both Steams and Exhalati(jJ}S~ 

become Vapours; wherr being rarified td 

a certain Degree. they atCend up into the 
Air. where as they rife hig.her they become 
Clouds -: But if the Air is fo difpofed, as in
fiead of [uffering them to rife. they are pre
cipitated towards the Earth, they then be-' 
come Miffs and Fogs. 

WE may from this Account of the' Mat
ter eafily conceive. that very thick Fogs may' 
be produced. in different Climates~ by very 
different Caufes. For in warm Countries, 
where the Earth is in a manner always open, 
the Steams that it throws out plentifully" 
may at certain Sea[ons create great Fogs ;' 
whereas in cold Countries, where the Earth' 
is in a great Meafure bound up by conttnuaf 
Frofts, this Caufe cannot take Place at , 

leaa 
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Jeafi in any great Degree. Yet from the 
Water while it remain~ unfroze, fuch Steams 
arife very copiolll1y, as is very apparent 
from what is called Froll: Smoak, which af
cends very confpicuoufiy even in the hardell: 
Winters, where the lee is broke. But then in 
Northern Countries, the Exhalations and the 
Steams in the Summer Months are very con
fiderable, and the Coldnefs 9f the Air, oc
€afioned chiefly by the vall: Quantities of 
floating Ice, and the Ice Mountains on the 
Land, hinders thefe Exhalations fi'om dif-
1ipating, and confequently is the Caufe of 
thofe Mill:s and Fogs that are fo much 
fpoken of in all Accounts of Hudfon's Blly, 
Hudjim's Straits, NewJozmdlcmd, &c. 

I T is alfo unto this Denfenefs in the Air, 
that we ought to attribute thofe Appearan
ces, which the Learned call Parhelia and 
:Parafelen~; or, as our Sailors ll:ile them, 
Mock Suns, and M9Ck Moons; and hav
ing this Opportunity, I cannot but take 
notice, that to this Caufe alfo we ought 
to afcribe certain bright Spots, like the Tail 
of a Rainbow, which are generally feen near 
t,he Horizon, when Fogs are almoll: totally 
cliffipated, and the Rays of the Sun are 
tranfmitted without interruption. Our Sai-

lors 
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)ors fancy, tbat thefe drive away the Fogs, 
and have therefore bell:owed on them the 
Name. of Fog Scqffers; whereas in reality 
they are the lail: Remnants of the Fog, that 
by a Reverberation of the Sun Beams, pro
duce there Appearances. I {hall not pre
tend to fay any Thing of the Figure 
of the Air, or of the continual Circulation 
of that Fluid, which is very rationally main
tained by fome great Men, but content my
fdf with thefe ObfervJtil)ns, which are 
grounded chiefly on my own Experience, 
and makes therefore naturally a Part o( this 
Relation, fince they belong to a Subject, 
which has been more or lefs treated of by 
every Wfiter, that has pretended to give an 
Account of what appeared moil: worthy of 
Notice, in vifiting thefe Seas. 

WHAT I have been faying in relation 
to Fogs puts me in mind of another Cir
cum fiance relating to the Air of this Coun
try, or at leail: of thofe Parts; which I 
vilited, that appears to me very fingular, 
which is, that Metals are lefs apt to ruil: here, 
than in any other Climate, where I have 
been; and this alfo, though to.many it may 
appear trivial, is a Matter that deferves to 
be enquired into j for if there be a great 

Difference 
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Difference obf~rved in the rufiing of Metals 
in feveral Climates, it may ferve as an Indi
cation of the fimilar or diffimilar Qualities 
of the Air in thor\! Places, w hieh may be 
applied to feveral ufeful Purpofes. Mr. 
Richard Ligon, who compiled an Account 
of Barbadoes, about a hundred Years ago, 
for he began to coHect the Materials for his 
Hifiory in the Year 164g, tells us, that the 
Moifrure of the Air, was at that Time fo 
great, as to caufe their Knives, Keys, Nee-

. dies, Swords, &c. to rufr, and that in an 
Infiant; for, fays he, take your Knife to 
the Grindfione, and grind away all the 
Rufi, which done, wipe it dry and put it 
up into your Sheath, and fo into your Poc~ 
ket, and in a very little Time draw it out. 
you !hall find it beginning to rufi all over. 
which in more Time, will eat deep into 
the Steel, and fpoil the Blade. He adds 
that Locks too, that are not often made 

'Vfe of, will rufi: in the Wards, and fa be
come ufelefs; and Clocks and Watches will 
feldom or never go true; all which is occa
fioned by the Moifinefs of the Air. He 
farther obferves, that before their Arrival at 
this Hland, they took Notice of the like 
Effects at Sea, when they had for four or 

U five 
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five Days together, what the Seamen call . 
haizy WeJther, which he very particularly 
defcribes, and urges it as a Proof that this 
cuil:ing of Metals, was owing entirely to the 
Air's Moillure. 

IT muil: be acknow1eqged that Moill:ure . 
being the Caufe of Ruil:, may be {Wed not 
only a prevailing, but in fome Meafure, a 
ger.er.ll Opinion, and there is no doubt that 
this large, particular, and poiitive Relation 
of Mr. Ligon's, has been thought a decifive 
Proof of it. I remember that upon men~ 
tioning my Obfervation, that Metals were 
lefs apt to cur.: in the Countries about Hud
Jan's-Ba)" than eIfe where, to one who is 
avery ingenious and very intelligent Perfon, 
he immediately mentioned his having made 
the fame Remark in RlI./Jia, adding that he 
looked upon this to proceed from the Dry'
nds of the Air. I make no doubt that 
both thefe Gentlemen may be in the right •. 
or in other Words, that Metals ruil: in' 
Barbadoes, from the Moill:ure, and are free 
from Ruil: in Ruffa, from the Drynefs of 
the Air. But it is a great doubt with me, 
whether this general Notion of Humidity. 
being the Caufe of Ruft, will account for 
what I obferved, or even fo much as agree 

with· 
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with it. It is very certain, that the Air, in 
the Countries about Hudfon's-Bav is rather 
moift than dry, and what I hav; before {aid 
of the frequent Mifts and Fogs, is {ufficient 
to {hew that it muft b:: fa: N everthelefs 
Metals do not ruit here as in other Places. 
May we not infer from hence, that mere 
Moifture is not the Caufe of Ruft, tho' fel
dam or never occafioned without Moifture ? 

WHOEVER carefully examines Ruft, will 
find that it is a Solution of the fuperficial 
Parts of the Metal, from which it arifes, 
by fame fluid Menitruum. It does not 
however follow from hence, that all Fluids 
will caufe Ruft, or which is the fame thing 
corrode and diiTolvc the fuperficial Parts of 
Metal; for we know that Oil is fa far fi·om 
having this Property, that it is applied to 
Metals to prevent Ruft. If we purfue this 
a little farther, and enquire how it comes 
to pafs, that Oil, or indeed any kind of 
greafy Unguent, comes to have this EffeCt, 
we !hall be let fomewhat more into the Se
cret; for it will then appear, that Oil prc
ferves Metals by defending them from the 
ContaCt of fuch Particles in aqueous Fluids, 
as are the real Caufcs of Ruft. N ow is it 
not extremely probable from all tbis, that 

U 2 thefe 
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thefe Particles are no other than acid Salts? 
May we not be led to this Opinion, or at 
leaft confirmed in it, hy confidering that 
the Solutions of all Metals are made by 
acid Menlhuums, and more efpecially by 
refleCting on the known and common Me
thod of making white Lead; which is no 
other than a Rull: or Solution of that Metal 
produced by Vinegar? Do we not fee from 
hence, that Oil preferves Metals byit's knQwn 
~ality of fheathing, blunting, and en
tangling acid Salts? Surely we may from 
hence l'ery fafely collect, that it is notba(eiy 
Humidity, but a fluid Menftruum of a cer
tain kind that caufes Rull:. 

BUT to make this Subject ftill clearer, 
or rather to give all the Light into it that 
can be derived from my Obfervatiotl; let 
us obferve, that tho' Air is a Fluid, and 
that tho' it fometimes acts upon Metals. in
deed it commonly acts upon them in fuch, 
a manner, as to difTolve their fupBrficial 
Particles, which is precifely the fame Thing 
that is meant, when we fay, that it makes 
them rull; yet it does not do this barely as. 
a Fluid; for then Air would every where •. 
have the fame Effect, and Metals would. ruft 
as much in RlijJia, as in ;lny of the Coun-

tries. 
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tries near the Line. Neither is Air capable 
of doing this, (tho' the contrary is commonly 
imagined) by it's being loaded with aqueous' 
Particles; for humid Air would then have 
the fame EffeCt in Hudfoll's-Bay, as it has 
upon the Coaas of Barbadoes. But if thofe 
aqueous Particles that float in the Air, are 
charged with acid Salts, then it will produce 
this EffeCt, otherwifc not, Thus we fee 
that Metals may be made a Kind of Standard 
of the Qality of th~ Air, in this Refr)eCt ; 
!inc.: it lIas been plainly m.lde appear, that 
they ,1re very capable of {hewing, whether 
they abound with a certain Kind of Salts or 
not. I would not willingly go out of my 
Depth in a Matter of this Nature; but I 
hope I £hall not be thought too prefuming, 
if I put the Reader in Mind of a former 
Remark, that Fogs may be caufed in vlry hot 
Countries, in a great Mealure, by Steams 
from the Earth, and add to it upon this 
Occafion another Hint, that it is not in 
the leaO: improbable, that thefe Steams 
may load the Air with an extraordinary 
Quantity of thefe acid Salts, which on the 
contrary may not rife fo plentifully in there 
Northern Regions, where the Water often, 
and the Earth always, i.; i;xke~l "p by Cold, 

U 3 and 
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and where the Heat of the Sun may be pre; 
fumed to raife only the more aqueous Parts. 

This Method of Reafoning feems to be 
fupported from an Experiment made by that 
diligent and accurate Enquirer after Truth, 
the Learned and Reverend Dr. Hales, who, in 
difiilling Salt Water with a View to make it 
frdh, found that a moderate Heat anfwered 
much better tha!1 one more quick and vio
lent; the Water that came over the Still with 
the former being perfeCtly frelh, whereas 
the latter was bracki!h. It is alfo very pof
fible, that the Heat of the Air may in [orne 
meafure operate upon Metals, more efpecially 
their Superficies, by opening the Pores, and 
fa difpofing them to receive a iarger Quan
tity of that acid Spirit of Salt, raifed by the 
firong ACtion of the Sun into the Atmor
ph ere, as hath been before mentioned. 

Having thus contributed my Mite to~ 
wards the Improvement of the Hifiory of 
the Air, which is a thing of fuch high Con
fequence in Natural PhiJo[ophy, I !hall re
~urn to the Narration of the few Things 
worth Notice in the remaining Part of our 
Voyage. 

On the 9th of September, about. Break 
of ,Day, we fell into a ~digious firong 

. Ripling~ 
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Ripling, and the Sea broke terribly aboard 
of us on aU Sides. This was occafioned by 
the Tides fetting firongly againfi a pretty 
bri1k Wind, and the like Ripling is fi-e
quently met with from the very [arne C:mfe 
in other Places; as for inflance, near Ho6'
head in our own S:as; in the Gulph of 
Florida, in North America; and in many 
other Places, but in a Ids degree than we 
experienced it. I mention this, becaufe it 
was from hence that we judged ourfelves 
to be near the Wands of ReflJ;Itioll, and 
accQrdingly we took our Departure from 
hence, though we did not aCtu:dly fee the 
Land. At this time there were [evera! 
large Ice-Mountains floating in fight, but we 
very Coon left them behind us, as we be
gan now to enter into a warmer Climate. 
I cannot call it a milder, becaufe we [oon 
afterwards experienced as tempefiuous Wea
ther as any we had met with in thofe Nor
thern Seas, of which [uch horrid Defcriptions 
have been given by [orne Writers. 

On th-:: Iotll we p:utcd again £I'om 
the Hudfon's-BaJ Ships. On the ) rth 
one of our Men died, who had long 
lingered under all the affliCting Pains of an 

U 4 inve .. 
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inveterate Scurvy. In the Night of the 
12th we had a moll: terrible Storm, by 
which we Cuffered confiderably in our Rig
ging, and by the effects of which we were 
very near lofing all our Mall:s, very few 
of the Hands on board the Dobbs Galley 
being able to keep the Deck, which was 
the Reafon that proper Meafures could not 
be taken, as otherwife might have been, for 
preventing fa great a Misfortune. But for
tunately for U5, the Mall:s efcaped beyond 
our Expectation; and we fuffered nothing 
farther than what was the Refult of our 
own Apprehenfions, which were melan
choly enough for fome Hours. Thi~-Gloomi
nefs was 110t a little heightened by our Se
paration from the California in the midll: 
of this Storn-i, and we did not fee her again 
till we arri'led in the Orkney Iflands. 
We were in fome meafure confoled for thefe 
unlucky Accidents by the return of fair 
Weather, which lall:cd for about ten Days, 
anrl, as the Reader will eafily conceive, af
forded the higheH SatisfaCtion to People aI
moll: worn out with continual Fatigues, and 
difireffcd betides by the Ravages made by 
the Scurvy, which it is well known weakens 

People 
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People· more than almoft any other Diftem
per, to which the human Body is liable. 

On the 21ft we joined again the two 
Hud.fon's-Bay Company's Ships, from which 
as I obferved, we parted on the I Ith~ and 
refolved to keep Company with them dur
ing the Remainder of the Voyage, as in
deed we did. On the 26th we met with 
a fmall Fleet from the Orkneys bound to 
the Weftward. On the 28th we arrived 
and anchored at Carjlown in the lfiand of 

Pomona, where, to our great Joy, the Ca
lifornia alfo arrived the next Day, from 
whom we had been feparated about a Fort
night. We continued in this Harbour ahout 
a Week, and on the 6th of O[fober, I\ikd 
from thence in Company with the Calijvl'
nia and four Hudfon's-Bay Ships, under the 
Convoy of his Majell:y's Ship the Mercury of 
twenty Guns, and arrived fafdy ir; Yi.zrmouth 
Roads on the J4th of the fame Month, 
after an Abfence of one Year, four Monhts, 
and [eventeen Days, having £'liled fi·om thefe 
Roads on the 27th of May, J746. 

Thus ended a Voyage of very great Ex
peCtation, not only here, but throughout 
the greatell: Part of Europe, more efpecially 
the Maritime COUll tries, where the Ddign, 

its 
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its Nature, Confequences, and their great 
Importance were beft underfiood. Thus, 
I fay, ended this Voyage without Succefs 
indeed, but not without EffeCl:; for though 
we did not difcover a North Weft Paffage, 
yet were we fo far from difcovering the 
Impoffibility or even Improbability of it, 
that on the contrary, we returned with 
clearer and fuller Proofs, founded on the 
only Evidence that ought to take Place 
in an Enquiry of this Nature, plain FaCl:s, 
and accurate Experiments, that evidently 
thew fuch a Paffage there may be. What 
thefe are, and after what manner they are 
to be applied, to the Purpofes before-men
tioned, !hall be the Bufinefs of the remaining 
Pages, which it is hoped will give full Satis,: 
faCtion to every candid Reader. 

THE 
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THE 

THIRD PART: 
COMPREHENDING 

Such A R GUM E N T S, dra'Icm from 
Matters of FaE!, as jcr7)C to 
jhew the great Probability of a 
PajJage by t~e North Weft i1lto 
the South Seas, notwithjJanding 
the lame 'was not aElually di/
covered in the LajJ Expedition. 

A
s in the tidl: Part, the Motives 

which originally excited the Hopes 
of difcovering a Nortb IFejl 

PalTage, . have been fufficiently explained, 
and infill:ed upon; and as in the fecond 
Part a dill:inCt Account has been given. how 
far the ExpeCtations entertained of finding a 

. &ffi~ 
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Pa!rd.ge in certain Parts, have been examined. 
and found to be without Grounds; I come 
next to infift particularly on thofe Reafops 
that feem to perf wade us fiiH, that fuch a 
Pa!rage may yet be found; and' that 
there is nothing abfurd, or even impro
bable, in fuppofing tbat, with no great Ex
pen~e, the finding it may be fuccefsfully 
attempted; and that too without expofing 
fuch as ace fent upon this Expedition, to 
any extraordinary Dangers, or exceffive Fa
tigues. Thefe Reafons ihall be chiefly drawn 
from Matters 9f FaCt, which fdl immedi
ately under my own Notice and Obferva-

,tion in the laft Expedition; and which, as 
I 111,,11 fincerely relate, I flatter myfelf it will 
appear, that I am no 'N Jy mifled 9Y any 
fanguine ExpeCtations of my own, ~c5 with 
the lltmo!l: Truth I can affirm, that there is 
nothing farther from my Intentions, than in 
any Degree to miflead others. 

It is a FaCt fo well e!b.bliihed, as not to 
be drawn in Q!!efiion, that in Countries of 
narrow Extent, which. are either Peninfulas 
or Iflands, there are liO Trees, but only a 
kind of Bullies and Underwood j notwith
flan'ding that; on the Continent in the fame 
Latitude, there grows as fine Timber as 

any 
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any in the World. One might mention 
the Obfervations of Sir John Narborough, 
in his accurate Account of his Voyage to the 
Streights of Magel/alZ, and many other Au
thorities; but fuch as are at all acquainttd 
with the Shetland and Orkney Iflands, will 
think it prcpofrerous to multiply Proofs upon 
this Subject. It may from hence be laid 
down as a rational Argument, that where, 
upon full Examination, it appears, a Coun
try is defiitute of Wood, in a Climate in 
which Timber is known to flourith, it has a 
Sea 011 both Sides. Now we have before 
informed the: Reader, that from the Longi
tude of fixty-one Degrees North, all kind of 
vegetable Productions vifibly ihrunk and 
d windled,and that infiead ofTrees and Wood, 
~e met only with Shrubs and Bufilcs,and thofe 
very fmaIl; yet it is very wdl known, that in 
higher Latitudes, there are great Woods of 
large and excellent Timber, in Narway, 
Sweden, Lap/and, and all the Territories of 
the Rz!ffjan Empire, through that vall: TraCt 
of Country that reaches to the Sea of Japan. 
If therefore there were no Sea on the oth.:r 
Side, but a very large Tract of Land to ~he 
Wefiward, ought there not to be the like 
Plenty of Timber within Land, in th~fe 

<;ountnes 
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Countries. th:l.t border upon Hudjon's-Bay? 
If there· be not, as moft certainly there is 
not, can we affign any better or more pro
bable Rea[on for [0 manifeft a Difference~ 
between Countries under the [arne Climate~ 
than the Vicinity of a, Weftern Ocean? 
Neither will it reeve as an An[wer to what 
I have advanced, to mention the great Cold 
of this Climate j fince it clearly appears, 
from a Work lately publilhed at Petersburgh, 
by a Member of the Imperial Academy of 
Sciences, and under their DireCtion; that 
not only Vegetables, but Corn grows in 
fome Part of Kamfchatska, tho' the Cold is 
greater there, than upon the Coafts of 
HzLtijon's-Bay. 

To this, I crave leave to add another Re
mark, that while we lived in }Vlontague-Houft, 
it was conftantly obfeeved that North 
\Veft Winds brought with them much of 
that dufty kind of Snow, into which by 
Experience we knew the Coldnefs of the 
W~nter-Air converted the Froft-Smoke or 
Steams arifing from open Waters. May 
not this therefore pars for another probable 
Rea[on to conclude, that to the North Weft 
of this Country, there muft be a large Body 

of 
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of open Water, or in other \Vords, a Wefi
ern Ocean at no great Dii1ance? Are not 
thefe Arguments very confifient with each 
other, as well as with the ufua! Operations 
of Nature in other Places, where the Cau(es 
that are here fu,pofed, are known to produce 
fnch Effects as thefe? Was it not natural 
for us, while in thefe P.:trts, and employed 
upon fuch an Expedition, to m:lke every 
Remark in our POWI;;[ of this Nature, and 
can any Man be blamed for framing his Sen
timents as his Reafon direas him, after ex
amining, comp:lring and weighing with the 
utmoil Circumfpeaion fuch Remarks? I~ 

not this the mofi natural and probable Me
thod of coming at Truth in fuch Cafes, and 
does not Experience l11ew, that the greatetl 
a~d moil valu'lble Difcoveries have been 
made by thefe Means? Or if F aas of a 
contrary Nature had occurred to our ObCer
v:ttion, would they not have been urged by 
fuch as oppo[cd this Delign, to prove the 

Suppofition of a VIei1ern Oceall abiurd or 
improbable: ? 

THE next thing to be confidered, is tbe 
Face and Appearance of the Country; fronl 
whence alfo fom~ probable ConjeB:ures may 
be made; finee we know from Experience, 

1 that 
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that mofi Countries in the World, which 
lie between two Seas, have a Ridge of Hills, 
or high Mountains in the middle, and a 
Defcent on each Side towards the Coafis, 
and this fo far as we had any Opportunity 
of obferving it, is actually the Cafe here; 
and the plainefi View we ever had, which 
was in our Paifage up Wager-Bay, gave us . 
the mofi convincingProofin this RefpeCl; for 
at our firfi Entrance of the Bay, the Land was 
but low, yet f welled by Degrees, one Moun
talh riGng behind another: When we ad
vanced conGderably up the Bay, we 
could phinly ,Ji[cern, that there was a re
gular DeclenGon on the other Side, and 
the whole appeared to our View not unlike 
the Drafts of the !flhmus of Darien, which 
connects North and South America; 

T HIS al[o correfponds exactly with the 
Accounts that have been given at the Fac
tories, by the Southern Indians, who con
Hantlyaffirm that a great Ocean lies but at 
a fmall Diftance from their Country, to
wards the Sun's fetting, in which they have 
[een Ships, and on board them Men having 
large Beards and wearing Caps. Nay fame of 
thefe Indians, who never h"d [een an El1glijh 

Ship 
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have drawn the Fieo'l;P of one UDon the 
Rocks at Churchz"ll, wi;"tJ will' app"ar 
lefs wr ,;ldiul to the intelligent :< ,,'~er, if 
~1~ confiders, that this painting or rej;utnt-
109 the Likenefs of Obje{ts, that furprize 
them, is a Thing natural to moft Nations, 
which have not attained the Ufe of Letters' 
as appears by what the Spanijh Hill:orian tell; 
us of the Indians in Mexico, fending to their 
Emperor Monftzuma the R;:prefentation of 
Ferdinand Cortez, his Ships and Men, when 

. they firft arrived upon their Coafls. To 
this give me leave to add, what Sir John 
Narborough tells us of the Savages near the 
Streights of Magellan, who made the Fi
gure of his Ship, with Earth and Bullies, 
and ftuck up Pieces of Sticks for Mafis, 
which he imagined they did, to preferve the 
Remembrance of thc:ir having feen it; 
for. fays he, very judicioul1y, they cannnt 
have any Records but by Imibli"n. If 
therefore thofe Savages did it, v.:,:/ mi;ht 
not thefe ? And if thefe IlJdiallS cuuld 
paint a Ship, they muft certainly have feeIl 
it. Others again hJve brought down to 
the FaCtories white Salt, which they affir
med was made by the Heat of the Sun all 

the Rocks, upon the Coafts of the other 
. X Ocean. 
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Ocean. I have joined thefe Tefiimonies to
gether, hecaufe they ftrengthen and con
firm each other, and in a Cafe of this Na
ture, I cannot fee what better Evidence we 
can have, than the Face or Appearance of 
the Country, explained by the Voice of its 
Inhabitants. 

BUT after all that has been faid, it mult: 
be allowed, that if our Conjectures were 
ever fo true, they would amount to no 
more than affording a probable Proof of this 
Country's having a Sea on both Sides, and 
make nothing for a Paffag~, from one Sea 
the other, which is what we are princi
pally concerned about j for if there be no 
Paffage, or if that Patrage be a very long 
one, in a very high Northern Latitude, or 
very difficult, and encumbered, our Dif
covery might be thought of very little Con
fequence ; and tho' perhaps it would not be 
difficult to iliew, that this Condufion 
would be hally and ill grounded, becaufe 
many Advantages might arife to the Trade 
of this Nation, from the finding a {hort 
Paffage from one Sea to the other, over 
Land, yet not to infift upon this for the 
prefent,! fhall proceed to offer, what to 
me appears to be the cleareft and moft con-

vmclDg 
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vincing Proofs, not only that there is fuch 
a Parr ge from one Sea to the other but 
that it is 1110rt, open and commodIOus. 
This may appear fomething firange, confi
dering that we confefs that we have no 
diittnCt Know ledge of the Place, where this 
PafTage lies; but when the Reader has exa
mined what we have to offer, he will de
termine for hirnfelf how far this Prorr.ife is 
made good; and all I defire of him at pre
rent is, to confider that the Difcovery of a 
new World, was much more improbable, 
when Columbus attempted and accomplif11ed 
that Difcovery, and that Cofmography and 
Navigation have fince that Time been very 
much improved. 

Ii s the Proofs that we have promifed, 
depend en tirely on the DoCtrine of Tides, it 
is abfolutely necefTary that before we come 
to the Proofs themfelves, fomething {hould 
be faid upon this Subject: in general; for 
otherwife how certain foever thefe Proofs , 
might be, the Force of them would not be 
felt by the Reader. It is however far from 
my Intention, as indeed it is far beyond my 
Abilities, to enter into a general EXr~al~:'
tion of the Caufes of Tides, and of t';~ 
feveral Variations to which they are fub-

X 2 j(~t; 
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jeCt j but what I propofe is, to take Notice· 
only of a few Points, which are generaliy 
known to, and acknowledged by Seamen, 
without the Knowledge of which, it would 
be impoffible for them to manage their Vef
fels, and from their conilant Obfervation 
and Practice of which, they have all the Cer
tainty about them, that is requifite to render 
them fit Topicks of reafoning, in a Cafe of 
this Nature. In the fidl: Place then, it is 
certain, that Tides are propagated from the 
great Ocean, or geJ;leral Collection of Waters, 
h:tto particular Seas, in Proportion to the 
Nearnefs and Opennefs of thofe Seas to the 
Ocean, from whence the Tides come. It 
is for this Realon, that fuch as are called In~ 
land Seas, which have either no vifible 
Communication with the Ocean, or only a 
fingle and fmall Paffage into it, have fcarce 
any Tides j or in other Words, the Tide in 
fuch Seas is hardly perceptible: As for In
fiance, in the Mediterranean, which flows 
from Weft to Eaft ; and through the Straits 
of Gibraltar, there is no fenfible Tide at all ; 
it may, perhaps, increafe a little, but in the 
main it is not difcernable, except in the 
Gulph of Venice, where there is a fmall 
Ag~ation perceived, that may be afcribed 

I to 
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to the Length and Narrownefs of the Way, 
which in the broader Parts of the Mediter
rane,!n is no where perceptible; and even 
that is governed by particular Winds. 

THE Flux and Reflux of the Sea was 
therefore unknown to the Grecians, except 
the irregular Current at the Euripus; and for 
this Reafon the Army of Alexander the 
Great was fo much aO:oniihed at the Ebb
ing of the Sea, in the Mouth of the River 
Indus, that they took it for a Prodigy. The 
Romans alfo were unacquainted with Tides 
in the Time of Scipio A/ricanus; but afcer 
the Wars with Carthage, their Knowledge, 
as well as their ConqueO:s, grew more exten
five. I mention thefe InO:ances to fatisfy 
the Reader of the Truth of this particular 
FeJ,Ct, that Tides are infenfible in Inland 
Seas; for if they had not been fo, we may 
be very fure, that fo inqui1itive and learned 
3 Nation as the Greeks, and fo thinking, 
and fo judicious a People as the Romal/s, 
could not have been ignorant of them, or of 
their Caufes; and that they were ignorant, 
appears from their Surprize, at their ~r(l; 
Acquaintance with them. The [arne Tbmg 
that is [aid of the Mediterranean, may be 
alfo (aid of the Ea/tick, and for the [arne 

X 3 Caufe. 
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Cauie; and in {hOit of every Inland Sea; 
with which we are at all acquainted. 

IN the next Place, there is nothing better 
known, with Regard to Tides, than that this, 
undeniable Maxim in Philofophy takes Place 
in them, that the nearer the Caufe, the ftronger 
the EffeCt; that is to fay, the Tides are higher 
and earlier in Places, at a fmall Difiance from 
the Ocean, and lower and later in thofe at 
a 'greater Diilance, as is very evident frem 
the regular Progrefs of the Tide along the 
Coafts of Great-Britain: Thus at the Full 
and Change it is High Water at Tinmouth. 
Bar, at Three in the Morning; from th~nce 
rolling Southward, it makes High Water at 
Spurn a little after Five; but not till Six at 
Hull, becaufe of the Time required for its 
Paffage up the Humber. In rarmouth~ 
Roads, it is High W"let a little after Eight j 
at Harwich, at half an Hour after Ten; at 
the Nore, at Twelve; at Gravefend, at half 
an Hour paft One; and at London, at 
Three the fame Day. In like manner, 
Tides rife higher or lower, at the fame 
Time, upon different Parts of the Coaft, in 
Proportion to' their Diftances from the 
Ocean. It is alfo obferved, . that ftrong 
Winds, blowing with the Tide, raife' it 

higher 
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higher than, according to the ordinary 
Rules, it ought to rife; and high Winds, 
contrary to the Tide, retard or deprefs it. 
Thefe plain and general Principles being 
laid down, we will now endeavour, by the 
Help of them, to difcover what we ought 
to think of Hudfln's-Bay, from the Obfer
vations that have been made of the Tides 
upon the feveral Parts of its Coalls. 

I N the firil: Place, I muil: take leave to 
obferve, that for any thing yet known, if 
we exclude a Communication throu:;h a 
North Wefl: PaiTage with the South Sea, 
HUtijon's-Bay may be as jui1:ly {LIed an In
land Sea, as the Mediterranean; and with 
more Propriety than the Ba/tick; fince it 
has no other Communication with the 
Ocean, than by HlidJon's-Straits. I know 
very well, that it is commonly {uppolen, 

, that Hl/djon's-Bay communicates with Baf
/in's-Bay and Da'Uis's-Straits; and I am 
very fenfible that in many if not in mon: 
Maps, it is laid down fo; but upon what 
Authority this is aiTerted on one Side, or 
reprefented on the other, I mufi freely con
fefs my Ignorance; tho' if it \~:erc {()~ my 
Arguments muil: ftili have t];w Welsht; 
but 'till it is proved fo, I think there 13 no 

X 4 Reaion 
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Rea[on to admit it, and therefore I repea' 
it, that if there be no North-Well; Pa1fage,. 
Hudfln's-Bay is, and ought to be confidered 
as, an Inland Sea. 

YET I mu ll; ob[erve, that I do not pretend 
to fay, that becau[e it is as much an Inland 
Sea as the Mediterranean, it ought to have 
no Tide; becaufe as Hudfon's-Straits are 
wide, ~nd as tllis Bay is extended from Eall; 
to Weft, it is very reafonable to [uppo[e, that 
the Tides thould be very perceptible; but 
then they ought to be [uch as may in other 
RefpeCts confill; with that Cau[e, from which 
they are fuppofed' to be derived ; or in 
other Words the Tide in Hudfln's-Bay 
mull; be [uch a Tide as might be propagated 
from the Ocean, through Hudfln's-Straits; 
and if it be not filCh a Tide, the Reader will 
eafily fee, that there cannot be any thing 
more irrational or abfurd, than to intill; upon 
this Caufe; and that it is very little lees ab
furd to have Recour[e to the Suppofition of 
frozen Straits, and other occult Cau(es, in 
order to defeat or difcourage our Search after 
the true Caufe. This is all I defire to be 
granted me, and this, I think, no reafonable 
or ingenuous Enquirer after Truth will 
¢hink fit to deny me. 
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To come then to the Point, it was held 

requifite in the lail: Expedition, and aRe. 
folution to that Purpofe was inferted in an 
Ad: of Council, to try the Tide at Cary
Swan's-Ne;l, which is near Hudfon's-Straitt. 
and \\h:re if the Tide came from the Ocean 
through t:1t :n, it ought to be highell:» 
but rLi, was not done, and therefore we 
mull: ,,-Iy on the Account given us by Capt. 
Fox, who informs us, that upon Tryal, 
it was fuu ld to rife fix Feet. We will 
now compare this with the Obferva
tions made in the laft Expedition. I 
tryed the Tide upon an Wand in the Lati
tude of 62°. 2'. North, and found it rife 
ten Feet. I likewife tryed it in the Lati
tude of 6 So. on the Weft Coaft of the Wel
come, where it rofe thirteen Feet, and to 
the Northward of this, it rofe [eventeen 
Feet, which is a very clear Proof, that this 
Tide could not be caufed by that, which 
is propagated through Hudfon's-Straits out 
of the Ocean; for if the Tides in thofe La
titudes had been from that Caufe, they 
muil: have been proportionably lower than 

the Tide at Cary-Swans-Nt}I; and as on 
the contrary, they are much higher all 
~long the Wekon1e, it is ut~er1y irreconcile
.. able 
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able to Senfe and Experience. that a Tide 
flowing fo far. filling fo many Bays, and 
meeting with fo many ObftruB:ions. thould 
rife higher and higher; but what carries 
this to a Degree of Demonfiration, is the 
Obfervations that have been made of the 
Height of the Tide in the Atlantic Ocean, 
before it enters Hu4ftm's-Straits ; for there 
it has been found to rife five Fathoms, 
whereas a little within the Bay. it hardly 
rifes two Fathoms. It would be needlefs 
to infift farther upon this, finee nothing 
that can be {aid would contribute to make 
it clearer, unlefs it be, that thofe who deny 
the Communication between Hutifon's-Bdy 
and the South Sea, are forced to have Re
courfe to an undifeovered Strait, fuppofed 
to lead from Baffin's-Bay into Hutifon's-Bay; 
which is a plain Adniiffion, that the Tides 
in the Welcome, are not to be accounted for, 
from the Communication with the At/antic 
Ocean, through the Straits of Huc!Jbn: In 
Anfwer to which, for the prefent, there is 
no need to fay any thing more, than that we 
are not bound to confider this Caufe, 'till 
that Strait thall be difcovered, and when that 
will be nobody can tell; but as I hinted be
fore, tho' we are not bound to give any 

other 
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other Anfwer, yet hereafter a more fatisfac
tory Anfwer {hall be ',iven. 

WE will next confider the Time of High 
Water, and the Direction of the Tides; 
for having now !hewn that the Height of 
them alone, is a Proof fufficient that they 
,annat be propagated through lIudfln's
Straits, from the Ata/antic Ocean, it be
comes reafonable fo to order our Enquiries, 
as that we may know from whence they 
come. I muil: therefore obferve, that 
upon trying the 'Tide, in the Latitude of 
62°.2'. the fame Tryal was made, and the 
Flood found to come from the Northward, 
making High Water at Five of the Clock. 
At Cape Fry, 64°. 30'. North,upon trying the 
Tide, I found it came from the Northward, 
according to the Direction of the Coall, and 
the Time of High Water, at Full and 
Change, was at three of the Clock. In the 
Latitude of 65"' North, the fame Tryal was 
made,' and the Tide was llill found to come 
from the Northward. If therefore any Judg
mentcan beformed,either from the Direction, 
or from the Time of the Tide in thefe 
Parts of Hudflll'S~B(ly. it is moll evident, 
that it comes from the North and North 
Well: but can never come from the Atlan~ 

. lie O~ean . for then in advancing into higher 
, L",ti-
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Latitudes, High Water would be later ~::ld 
later, whereas the Reader will obferve, that 
we found it to be juft the contrary. 

I T is· very probable, that this DireCtion 
of the Tide might firft occalion that (·pt·. 

nion, which has prevailed of HudJon's
Bay, communicating with a Northern 
Ocean, through BaJftn's-Bay, and Davis's
Straits; which long ago,and before this 
Bay was fo well known, might be well 
enough excufed; but at prefent, when thefe 
Things are fo much better underftood, to 
talk of thefe, is irrational; and to inlia either 
on frozen or unknown Straits, is not quite 
fo pardonable; for if occult Q!.alities are 
jufiJy banithed out of Philofophy; all fuppo
fitious Caufes thould be exploded, in Cafes 
of this Nature, where they can never ferve 
any other Purpofe, than hiding Ignorance;' 
or obfcuring Truth. Now to avoid any Im
putation of this Sort, and to fulfil the Promife 
formerly made the Reader, it thall be clearly 
{hewn, that the Tides cannot come from 
BaJftn's-Bay, or Davis's-Strait. We are af. ' 
fured. that in the former, the Tide rofe hardly 
fix Feet; and Bajjin himfelf, in his Letter 
to Sir 'John WOlflol1holme, fays exprefly, that 
in Davis's-Straits, the Tides keep a certain 

Courfe, 
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C:0urfe, yet rife but a fmall Height, as 
elght or nine Feet, and the Flood comes 
from the Southward; now as all Tides ill 
going from the Ocean, which is their 
Source, gradually decreafe, by filling Bays 
and Inlets in their Pa1Tage; it is very clear 
that if the Tide rofe to three Fathoms ill 
Baffin's-Bay, it could not, even fuppofing 
a Communication, raife the Water in the 
Welcome one Fathom. This therefore can
not be the Caufe, fince the Effect is not 
only greater than this Caufe could produce. 
but even greater than the Caufe itfelf; 
which is a manifdl: Abfurdity, We may 
add to this, that according to all the Ac
counts we have of the Tides in the Nor-

. them Seas, as on the Coafis of Nova Zemb!p. 
Spitzbergen .and Groen/and, they are lower 
than we actually found them in the Wel
come; fo that either we mufl: relinquilh 
all the Prwcipies of Knowledge, that the 
Sagacity of the wifell: Men, joined to the 
conll:ant Experience of the ablell: Seamen, 
have in a long Courfe of Time efiablilhed, 
or we mull: reject this Notion of the Tides 
coming from Davis's-Straits through Baf

}in's-Bay, into Hudfon'soNorth-BCl),. IT 
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I T may be faid, that this is a negative 

Argument only, and that it does not di· 
reCtly prove any Communication with the 
South Sea, as was promifed. To anfwer 
this, we need only defire the Reader to 
call: his Eye upon the Chart, and fatisfy 
himfelf, whether if this Tide comes not 
from the Atlantic or the Northern Ocean, it 
can come from any other Source than the South 
Sea, or from thence by any other Means than 
through a N orth Well: Paffage ; yet to lhew 
that this Truth wants not any kind of Proof, 
that can be afked for, we will not reft this 
Part of our Caufe upon an Anfwer, which 
tho' conclufive in itfelf may not feem to be 
fuch a one, as might have been expected; 
but proceed farther, and produce incontea:~ 
able Evidence, in fupport of what we affert. 
This is furniilied by a Fact certified ;under 
the Hands of all who were Members of 
the Council, in the laft Expedition, which 
is, that North Well: Winds make the 
higheft Tides every where upon there 
Coafis. Now this, which I venture to fuy, 
is a Fact out of all doubt, renders it clear 
that thefe high Tides cannot come from the 
Atlantic Ocean, through the Straits of 
Rudfon; for if they did, a South Eaft Wind 

would 
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would make them' higheO:; from the Prin
Ciple before laid down, that a Wind, blow
ing with the fame Direction, as the Tide 
mifes it, and a North WeO: Wind would be 
fo far from doing this, that it would actu
ally retard and deprefs it, as being oppofite 
to it's Direction; and as we know by Ex
perience the contrary of this to be true, we 
ought to conclude, that the Tide comes 
from a Wefiern Ocean, fince there is no 
other Way of accounting for this Wind's 
making the highefi Tides. 

NEITHER ought it to be eO:eemed any 
Objection to this, that the WeO:ern Ocean, 
or South Sea, lies behind, or at the Back 
of thefe Countries, and that therefore it 
might be expected a South EaO: Wind 
1hould make the higheO: Tide, by driving 
the Waves upon the oppofite Shore. I fay 
neither ought this Opinion to have Weight, 
becaufe it is no more than a Fallacy ealily 
difcoverable by Reafon, and capable of be
-ing {hewn fuch from Experience. FirO: 
then as to Reafon; that Wind raifes the 
Tide higheO:, which blows with the fame 
Direction as the Flood, and this in what
ever Direction the CoaO: may lie upon 

. which the Tide rifes; becaufe fuch a Wind 
brings 
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brings with it a great Quantity of Water; 
which alone can make the Flood higher. 
The fame Thing we L am from Experi
ence, upon the Eail: Coafi of England, tho' 
the German Sea lies to the Eaft ward; yet 
North Weft Winds make the higheil: Tides, 
becaufe the vail: Ocean from whence they 
are propag,ated, lies on that Side. The 
Difficulty therefore thrown in the way by 
this ObjeCtion, is fo plainly folved, that I 
may now fafely propoie it, as it has been 
explained by a matter of F,ICt, with which 
every Seaman is acquainted, as a new Proof; 
for without doubt, if a candid and able 
Judge of· thefe Matters was to have the 
Thing il:ated to him, from the Chart of 
Hutijim's-Bay, with a North Wefl: PatTage 
open throu~h it, and was to be afked what 
Wind muil: occafion the h:.~hd1: 1. ide5 ? 
he would certainly anfwer a I<r o;-t;) Weft; 
and therefore as the Fact is, thz.t a North 
Weft Wind raifes the higlJeit Tides, on 
both Sides the Bay, it is, as I have faid, an
other, and indeed a moft convincing Argu
ment, that this Tide comes from the Weft. 
ern Ocean, whichisthat we commonly call 
the South Sea. 

BUT 
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. BUT there want not other Arguments 
befides this; and becaufe the Apprehenfions 
of Men, are as different as their Tafies, it 

may not be amifs to mention fome of them; 

notwithfiandirtg what We have already faid, 
is abfo!utely concluGve ; yet, fot the Sake of 
Brevity, I will take Notice only of three. 
The firfi is the C!elrnefs and Saltncfs of the 
\Vater in the Welcome, which when I trved 
the Tide at Cape Fry was fuch, that I ca'uld 
plainly fee to the Bottom, at the Depth of 

eleven Fathom, or fixty fix Feet. Every 
Body knows, that Deephefs, Tranfp3rency 
and Sahnefs; are inconGfient with the No
tion of a Sea, filled with the Difcharge of 
Rivers, melted Snow, and Rain; and as 
ftrongly argue a Communication with the 
Ocean, as any thing can do. The fecond Rea
fon arifes from the firong Currents that fet 
through it, and keep it clear from Ice, fo 
tllat it is a fettled and indifputed Faa, that 
the Northern Part of the Bay, is perfectly 
free alld' open, when the Southern is much 

embaaarrt:d with Ice; or, in other Words, 

there is very little Ice to be met with in t1:e 

Latitude, of 64°. or 65°. tho' in the LatI-

1 ude O{5 20. and 53 0
• the Sea is much incum· 

bered with it. Now wheoce thefe {hong 
y Cur· 
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Currents lhould come, that fet with fuch 
Rapidity through the Bay, unlefs from a 
Weilern Ocean, is infcrutable. The third 
ReafoD, and the lail: that I lhall mention, is 
the Number of Whales, that are feen here 
more efpecially in the latter End of Sum
mer; when it is very well known, that all 
that Kind of Filh retire into warmer Cli. 
mates, and confequently it may be fairly 
prefumed, that thefe refort hither for that 
Purpofe; and if fo, there muil be a Paffage. 
and that not into a Northern, but a Weftern 
Ocean; for InftinCl: in thofe Animals, is an 
unerring Guide. 

WE have now gone through the greateft 
Part of our Work, with as much Plainnefs 
and Perfpicuity, as the SubjeCl: would per
mit: We have {hewn, that there is the 
higheft Probability, from the Climate, the 
Produce, and the Appearance of the Coun. 
try, on the Wefl Side of Hu4fon's.BIIJ; 
that, as it has Part of the Ata/antic on one 
Side, it has alfo the Soutb Sea on the other: 
We have lhewn from the Height of the 
Tides, that this is almoft certain; and from 
the Time in which they happen, the Direc. 
tion of them, and the Influence of the 
\Vinds upon them~ that i: is abfol!ltely fa ; 

and , 
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and that there is no accounting for thde. 
but by allowing a Communication between 
the Waters in the Welcome, and thofe in 
the South Seas, by a North Weil: PaiTage. 
It remains only to {hew where this f . .iTacre o 
may be reafonably expected, and what Rea-
fons can be affigned to incline our Belief, 
that this PafTage, wherever it lies, is !hart, 
open, and commodious; butinexplainingthis, 
we muil: begin with the latter Part, becaufe by 
that only, we can be directed to the former. 

I N the firil: Place then, it feems highly 
probable, that thi, PafTage is not very far 
to the Northward; becaufe there is no 
mountainous Ice found in the lVe/come, or 
in RepulJe-Bay, as there is in White-Bear
Bay, Lumlet's-Inlet, Baffin's-Bay, or Da
'Vis's-Straits; which therefore feem to be
Long to another Continent, that lies either 
under or· near the Pole. Another Reafon 
that proves the fame Thing, is the Height 
of the Tides, which, as we before obferved, 
no Way refemble thofe in the Northern 
Seas which at Nova Zembla rife only one 
Fathom, and not about half that Height at 
Spitzbergen; that this PafTage, wherever it 
ttl,ty lie, is {hort, may be proved by many 
~rguments; for firil:, we find no large Ri. 

:x ~ vers 
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vers on the Welt eoalt of Hudfon's~Bdj1 
but, on the contrary, very weak and [man, 
which is a direct Proof that they do not run 
far, and confequently that tbe Land i~ not 
of any great Extent, which feparates the 
two Seas. "In the next Place, the Strength 
:llld Regularity of the Tides, is another very 
{hong Argument; for where we find Tides 
ebbing and flowing, nearly equal Time, fa
ving the Difference occafioned by the Moon's 
coming latef to the Meridian, every twenty
four Hours, it is elteemed a Mark of being 
near that Ocean, from whence fuch Tides 
1pring; and indeed it is one of the fureft 
and molt certain Marks we have. There 
is a third Reafon, and I will mention no 
more; and that is, the Refort of the Whales 
hither; for confidering the Seafon in which 
they are found here in greatelt Numbers, it 
is impoffible to conceive they ih6uld have 
Time to pafs into warmer Climates, if the 
Paffage, through which they pafs, b .. not 
very !hart. All thefe Arguments taken to
gether, fortify and fupport each other, and 
may be looked upon as fa many concurring 
Teltimonies, in Favour of the fame 'Fruth. 
If this P.dfage be not faf to the Northward:; 

whid~ 
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which the Reafons already -affigned, feem 
clearly to prove that it is not; and if for 
the Caufes before mentioned, we have good 
Reafon to conclude, that it 'is but {hort; 
we may from thence prefume, that it is 
both open and commodious, which is far
ther manifefted by the {hong Currents fet
ting through it, which is the Reafon that 
there can be no Ice in it. Laying therefore 
all thefe Circum fiances together, I think it 
muO: be allowed, that there is nothing 
wile. or chimerical, in the endeavouring to 
difcover it; and that confidering the Pains 
taken in, and the Lights obtained from the 
laO: Expedition, it cannot with any Shadow 
of Jufiice be !tiled fmitlefs, tho' as to the 
ultimate Intention of it without S,lccef' 
We might add to this, that various other 

"'reat DefiO"ns have been fully carried into 
t=> b 

Execution, after repeated Difappointments, 
and contrary to the Sentiments of very know
ing and intelligent Perfons, whofe Opinions 
happened to be warped by the Share they 

had in t ofe Difappointments. 
I WILL give but one !n(lance, :lnu that 

enl)', becaufe it fee illS to be iil a t2/LJt l\lea
(ure parallel to this. There were Hopes 
10nO' entertained of finding a P aiT.!g!;! into 

o y 3 the 
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the ,South Sea$, by advancing along the 
Coafis of Brazil, and fo to the Countric!I 
beyond the River of Plate; and various 
Trials were made with this View, till at 
length Americus VeJPucius, (from whom 
the new World has received its Name) and 
who without doubt was both an able Sea. 
man, and an excellent Cofmographer, was 
fent intq thefe Parts, and he advanced very 
far to the South, even to the Height, as 
fome fay of fifty two Degrees, but difeo
vering po Pafi"age, he concluded there could 
be none; which however was difproved by 
Ferdinand Magellan, who difcovered and 
pafi"ed thofe Straits, which very defervedly . 
. bear his Name, and will preferve his Me
mory as long as the World lafts. When 
thefe Straits were difcovered, it was taken 
for granted, that they were the only Pafi"age 
into the South Seas, and therefore the King 
of Spain intended to have built a City, and 
a Fortrefs in them, to prevent other Nations 
from palling by that new Courfe to the 
Eafl Indies. The Dutch however difco~ 
vered the Vanity of this, by finding a Paf. 
fage round Cape Horn; which iliews, that 
after many fruitlefs Attempts, not one Paf. 
lJge only, bQt many may be dif~overed, 

. which 
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which very pollibly may prove the Cafe in 
Hudfon's-Bay, fince fome very probable Con
jectures might be offered, that there may be 
feveral Pair ages. communicating with each 
other. And Capt. Fox long ago fuggefied, 
that there might be even an open Sea, as 
at Cape Finmarke; nor has this hither~o been 
difproved. 

AFTER what has been faid, it cannot be 
expected that I iliould enter, with any De. 
gree of Pofitivenefs, into affigning the Place 
where any Pair age is to be found; and I dare 
fay the Reader would not form a better 
Notion of my Judgment, from my infifi
ing peremptorily upon fuch a Thing, be
caufe in Matters oi this Nature, the wifdl 

'and moa knowing Men may be deceived, 
and fame very fenfible and fagacious Perfons 
have been fomewhat mifiaken about it al
ready; it may therefore be thought fufE
cient for me to point out, from my own 
Experience, what induces me to believe, 
that fuch a Pairage there is; and to o:1".:r 
my Conjectu~es, as to the Places where, 
with fame Probability, it may be fought, 
tho' very pofiible another Voyage may dif
cover the Palfage elfewhere, or at leafi 
Places not hitherto examined; which may 

y 4 afforl 
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afford us fEll fairer, and m,ore rational 
Hopes. Thefe Things I pre\l1ife, that 
it may not be thought any EffeCt of Pre
poifdlion, or of Confidence~ that I prefume 
to take Notice of two Places, in each of 

. which, I think, a Paifage may be f~ght 
upon very rationa~ Grounds, and with very 
good Effects. 

I N the fidl: Place, I muil: obferve, that 
from the Report made of a confiderable In
let in the Latitude of 64°. which I called 
Chdlerjidd's Inlet, I have been induced to 
have very great Expectations. Thofe who 
fearched it affirmed, that the Ebb run v€ry· 
ilrong from the Weil:ward for eight Hours; . 
whereas it r:::r: up but tvm; and with a 
Motion incomparablyfiower. They likewife 
aBlrmed, that at the Difbnce of ninety 
Miles from the' Entrance, the Water. tho\ 
frelher than tl;e Ocean, had yet ~ ,,·,:ry . 
{hong Degree of Saltnefs; now if there was 
no P.liTage, and the \Vater ran down eight 
HOllrs, at the Rate of fix Miles an Hour·,. 
and r,ul up only two Hours, at the Rate of 
two Miles an Hour, the Water ought to 
have been perfeCtly fjel}); finee as no Salt 

Water went up for more than two Hours, 
P?ne ought to have come down after two 

Hours 
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Hours Ebb, even if the Ebb had been a5 
pow as the Flood; but as it was much 
more rapid, it ought to have been frelb 
fooner. It is certain, that if a Tide of 
Flood had been met coming from the Well:
ward, it would have afforded an incontell:
able Proof of a Paifage; yet the Tide fro~ 
the Eall:ward, does not prove the r:;ontrary. 
flnce in the lvlagell41l Straits, as the accurate 
Sir John Narborot{gb tell us, the Tide flows 
half way up from the Eafiward, and is there 
met by a Flood from the Well: or pacipc 
Ocean. I might add many other Reafons. 
to {hew the Probability of a Pailage here 0 

but I wave them to avoid laying a Founda
tion for new Di(putes, which, after all that 
can be faid about it, mufl: be left to the De
termination of another Tryal, under the 
Direction of Men, ikilful in Navigation, 
careful in tneir Obfervations, and attentive 
to the Lights, that may be derived to them 
from Remarks made upon the Spot, which 
mtlfr enable them either to find what they 
feek, or to accoun t for ~hefe Appearances with
put a Paifage; which in itidf would be a very 
fingular Difcovery, and one from whence 
many Advantages might be derived by cor
recting thofe Notions that have been long. 
. . and 
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and are frill generally, entertained of thefe 
Matters. 

T 1I]I! other Place I would mention, is 
RefJtt!fe-Bay; and the Reafons that may ex
cite the Hopes of a PatTage here, are thofe 
that have been fo often mentioned; that is, 
the Depth, Saltnefs and Tranfparency of 
the Water, together with the Height of the 
Tide, propagated from thence; all which 
are Circumftances that feem frrongly to 
countenance fuch an ExpeCtation. 

I WOULD not be underftood to mean all 
abfolute ExpeCtation of finding the Palfage 
here, but a very great Probability of ap
proaching frill clofer to the Difcovery; by 
uacing it as it were to' its Source or Fonn
tain Head. I am very fenfible, that this is 
an obCcure and, in fome Meafure, an im
proper Expreffion; to obtain Pardon for 
which from the Reader, I will endeavour to 
fet this Thought in a clearer Light. We 
may confider Hudfln's-Bay, as a kind of 
Labyrinth, into which we enter on one Side 
through Hut.ifon's-Straits, and what we aim 
at, is to get out on the other Side. We 
might indeed hope to do this, by repeated 
Experiments; that is, by making Tryal after 
TryaJ, till the Outlet is found; but this will 

! pe 
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be both a painful, tedious and unfatisfactory 
Method, in which Patience alone, without 
any Mixture of Parts, would fometime or 
()ther do the Buiinefs, but nobody could 
pretend to fay when. But then. let us con
fider how many Marks of a Pail age have 
been. already defcribed and explained, and 
let u's farther remember, that the Tide is a 
Kind of Clue, which feems to lead us by 
the Hand through all the Windings and 
Turnings of this Labyrinth, and if fiudi
ouOy and freadily followed mufr certainly 
lead us out. Now the Tide rifing very high 
and coming from the Northward in Re
pulje-Bay, as it is called, but without any 
Reafon, is a jufr Motive for our making 
another Tryal there, which would undoubt
edly !hew us more, if it did not {hew us 
all. This I hope will make my meaning 
perfectly clear, and jufrify all that I contend 
for; which is the Profecution of this Search, 
till a Paffage is found, or the Arguments in 
Favour of it anfwered, by fome other 

Difcovery. 
I MIGHT add feveral other Arguments 

here, relative both to the Place, and to the 
Subject; but I !hall forbear them, ~n ordc~ to 
make Room for an Argument) whIch I thlOk 

of 
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of all others the moll: conclufive. We hav" 
~ow, in a long Courfe of Years, b~en flat .. 
tered with the .flopes of finding a North 
Weft Paffage; which Men of great Abili~ 
ties, and extenfive Knowledge, with Regard 
both to Speculation and PraCtice, have ef. 
teemed probable. and produced many. pIau ... · 
fible Arguments, at Jeall:, to make it appear' 
fo. Many E:.:peditioQs have been made in 
Search of this fa muchddired PafTage;. aod 
if on the one Hand they have mifcarried ill 
the great Point of finding it, they have. not 
on the other made any fuch Di[c,:Qveries, as 
with f~nfible and unprejudiced People have 
overturned the Force of the Rea[ons Qrged 
to prove a PalTage; but on the contrary. 
have fortified and confit:med them, as ap" 
pears by the tall: Refolution, produced in 
the fec.ond Part of this Work. 13y thefe 
repeated Trial~, we have certa,inlyadvanced 
nearer and nearer to the main Point; and 
another Expedition, properly conduCted, can
not fail of producing an abfolute Certainty 
whether there is fuch a Paff"age or not; and 
finee this is a Thing out of Difpute, it feems 
to be incompatible with OQf Reputation, as 
:1 Maritime Power, as well ~s inconlill:ent 
with our Interefis, as a trading Nation, to 

abandon 
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abandon a Defign, that has been profecuted 
fa far, and wants fo little, fa very little, of 
being compleated. 

I BEG leave to add to this, that we ought 
alfo to confider, how injurious it might prove 
to the Trade, as well as to the Character of 

the BritiJh Nation, if, after pufhing this 
Point fo far, Foreigners !bould reap the 
Profit of all our Pains and Labour; and by 
the Help of the Lights that we have affor

ded them, find out this new Way to the 
South Seas, and to the EcifI~l12diesj which 
if it can be found j lies at prefent fa much in 

our Power, not to difcover only, but to be
(:ome Mafiers of it ; and tho' exclufive Com
merce is often defiructive and dangerous, in 
the Hands of private Perfons; yet an excltJ
five Trade has been always, and very jufily 
efieemed of the highefi Advantage to a 
Nation, of which many Infiances might be 
given, if that which we enjoy to our own 
Plantations, did not fo clearly and incontef
tably efiablifh this, as to render all other 
P'oofs altogether unneceffary. But before 
we part with this Remark, it will not be 
amifs to add, that there feerns to be the 

greater Foundation for thefe Appreheniions, 

from that vifibJe Spirit of extending Com~ 
meree, 
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merce, and promoting Diicoveries, which 
fhews itfelf at prefent in [0 many different 
Parts of the World; and In fome, where 
but a very few Years ago, nothing of this 
Sort was fo much as thought of. And while 
the RuJjians are with fuch V:gour and In
duftry purfuing their Attempts to find a Paf
fage to America, from their Dominions; ia 
would furely be unpardonable in us to ne
gleCt any thing of the fame Nature, which 
is fo much more in our Power: 

W E owe to this Spirit ill other Nations, 
fome very encouraging Hints, as to this D~ ... 
fign ; of which, as I believe it has not hi .. 
therto reached the publick Notice, I will 
mention one. A Gentleman 'of great good 
Senfe, and of undoubted Veracity, not ma
ny Months fince arrived from Portugal, af .. 
ferts,that fome !hort Time before his Depar
ture, a Perf on arrived there; who in a Voyage 
from a certain Dutch Settlement in the Eaft .. 
Indies, whether undertaken ~for the fake· 
of Difcovery, or a clandeftine Trade is not 
either certain or material. was !hipwrecked 
on the North Coaft of California. which 
gave him all Opportunity of obferving, that 
it is both an 111and and a PeninfuJa; the 
narrow and !hort !JlhmllS that joins it to 

!ht;? 
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the Continent, being overflowed by high 
Tides. He farther obferved, which i, a 
Thing very material to our Purpofe, that the 
·Coalls of the Continent trended directly 
North Eall, which is a Thing we never 
knew with Certainty before, and which to 
fuch as confider it attentively, will appear 
no flight Argument in Favour of a North 
Weft PafTage; for if the Continent of Ame
rica, joined here to that of Ajia, or to any 
other between them, the Shore would ra. 
ther have twined North Well. We may 
add to this, that by the overflowing of the 
!flhmus at High Water, it is evident, that a 
very high and llrong Tide runs here, which 
is alfo very conformable to what might be 
expeCted in cafe of a PalLlge. But exclufive 
of all this, it is a Thing of fome Confe
quence, confid(red barely as a Faa that 
regards the Geography of a Country, which 
has been fo often the SubjeCt of Difpute, and 
about which Mr. De L' IJlt!, on~ of the moil: 
able Men in France, wrote a very curious as 
well as' particular Diifertation, without, 
however, pretending to clear up the Diffi
culty; but, on the contrary, labouring to 
thew, that, at that Time, there was no Cer-

t:l!nt': 
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tainty whether California waS an Ifland o~ 
a Peninfula. 

Tit us the Reader fees in the narrowell Com..; 
pafs into which I could pollibly bring them; 
what thofe Motives are which have induced 
me to fpeak with fa much A{furance of the 
Probability and Poffibility of determining, by 
another Expedition, a Point, efieemed of fuch 
Confequence to the Nation, as to deferve the 
Notice and Encouragement of the Legifla
ture; and to his candid Cenfure I fubmit 
them; defiring to meet with no better 
Treatment from the World, than the Fide
lity of my Relation, the Sincerity of my 
Obfervations, and the U prightnefs of my 
IntentiolJs may deferve. 

FIN i S. 
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