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I N T ROD U C T ION. 

T o do juftice to the beginnings of dif
covery, we, mufr ~fcribe to the Dutch 

the merit of being our harbingers; though 
we afterwai"ds went beyond them, even in 
their own ~ra(.;k. And how fuccefsful1y his 
Majefiy's fhips have pene"trated into the ob
fcureiLreceff~s of the South P;tcific Ocean, 
will appear from a recital of their various 
and extenfive operations, which .have adjufted 
the geography of fo· confiderablea part of 
the globe. 

The feveral lands, mentioned to have been 
difcovered by preceding navigators, whether 
Spanifh or Dutch, have been diligently fought 
after; and moil: of thofe which appeared to 
be of any confequence, found out and vifited; 
when every method was put in practice to 
correct former miftakes, and fupply former 
defi ciencies. 

But, befides perfecting the di[coveries of 
their predecefforsJ our late navigators have . 
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added a long catalogue of their own, to en .. 
rich geographical knowledge. By repeatedly 
traverfing the Pacific Oce~n, within the fouth 
tropic, a feeming endlefs profufioft Of habi
table fpots ot land was found. Hlands in .... 
terfperfed through the amazing fpace of four ~ , 
fcore degteeg of longitude, tither feparatcly 
[tattered; or grouped ill numerous clufl::ers j 

and fuch .ample accounts have' we received. 
bbth of 'them and their inhabita:nt$~ that1 to 
makeufe of Captain- Cook's own words, we 
Have left It'ftle more"to be done in tbofe parts. 

Byron, Wallis;' and Carteret; "an ·contri ... · 
buted towards increafing our knowledge :ot 
the ifies ill the Pa:cific Ocean, within the li
mits of the Southern tropic; but how far' 
that ocean extended to the weft, by whaf 

.\ < • 

lands it was bounded on that :fide, ann the 
conneCtions of thofe lands with former dif .... 
coveries, remained unknown,- tm Captain 
Cook, after his firft voyage, brought back a 
fatisfactbry decifion of this important quef ... 
tiOh. . With wonderful :!kill and perfeverance, 
amidft perplexities, difficulties; and dangers, 
he traced this coaft almoft two thoufand' 
miles, from the 380 of fouth latitude, crofs. 
the tropic, to its northern extremity, within' 

1'0° 
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100 and a half of the equinoctial, whel:~'it 

. ~ 

jOined the larid already exploted by the 

Dutch, which they have denomiriateci' New 

Holland. 
When the receifes ot the globe are inv~fti~ 

gated, in order to promote general kn6\.v~ 
iecrge, and not with a piolpecf df enlargmg 
private dominion; when we ,traverfe the g~6be 
to- vifit new tribeS of our fellow-creafu'res;' as 
friends, wHhing to learn iheir' exiffence! for 
the 'exprefS pnrpofe 'of 'bringing thetri withif,l 
the pale of the offices: "or humal'l.'ity /' an4~ -to 

~ ~" .,.., ...... '~_,_ r 

relieve their' wants, by communiCating' td 

them our fuperior attainments~'ihe-' V:oyagd 
projeCted' by his gra:ciotts M~jei1:i:Ceorge the 
Third; and carded thta- execution joy' 'Cap
tain Cook, 1 have not, 'it IS preftilhed, 'been 
entire! y ufelefs'. Soine rays df light! '~uil: 
have been darted on the Friendly, Society, 
and Sandwich ifiands, by oUr repeated in
tercourfe with them. Their fiock of ideas 
mull: naturally be enlarged, and ,new mate
rials muft have heen furniihed them for the 
exercife of their reafon, by the uncommon 
objeCts we exhibited to them. 

Convinced, by comparing themfelves to 

'fheir Englifh vUitbrs, of their extreme in ... 
I ferioriiy, 
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feriority, they, win probably endeavour to 
emerge-fioom it~ and to rife nearer to a level 
with, thofe, who left behin4 them [0 many 
pr~~rsof" the'ir generofity and humanity .. 
The ufeful animals and vegetables intr6-
Juc~~ :a~ongft them, will certainly, con
tribute to the comforts and enjoyments of 
life. 

~ 'Yhe~ Great-Britai~~ was hrft vi.fited,bY' 
the Phc:enicians, the inhabitants were paint.:.. 
~d J~vages,much lefs civilized than' thofeof
To~gataboo, or Otaq~ite; and it is not hn
poffi.b.1e-,' but ,that our late voyages may, in 
procefs, of -time, [pread the bleffings- of ci
vilization amQngft the numerous iflanders of 
i~eSouth ;Pa<;ificOc~an, and be the -means 
of abolifhing, their abominable repafts, aBd 
almoft equally abominable facrifices. 

A 
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TOT H E 

PAC I FIe 0 C E A N. 

BOOK 1. 

TRANSACTIONS FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE 

VOYAGE, TILL OUR DEPARTURE FROM NEW 

:ZEALAND. 

C HAP. I. 

Captains Cook and Clerke appointed to the Rifolu~ 
tion and Difcovery-Preparations for the roy~ 
age-Sail from Deptford to Long Reach-Are 
viJited there by the Earl of Sandwich and others 
-Proceed to Plymouth-Employments there
Number oj Officers and Men in each Ship-De-
parture of the Rifolution. . 

ON the loth of February, 1776, Captain 
Cook went on board his Majefty's {loop 
the Refolution, and ho;aed the pendant, 

having received a commiffion to command her 
the preceding day. The Difcovery, of three 

hundred tons, was, at the fame time, prepared 

VOL. I.-N° 1. B for 
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for the fervice, and Captain Clerke appointed to: 
the command of her. It may be neceffary to ob
ferve, that Captain Clerke had been Captain 
Cook's Second Lieutenant on board the Refolu

tion, in his fecond voyage round the world. 
Thefe two fhips fVere then equipping in the 

dock at Deptford, for a voyage to make farther 
difcoveries in the Pacific Ocean, under the di
reCtion of Captain Cook. 

The Refolution was hauled into the river all 
the 9th of March to complete her rigging, and; 
take in flares and provifions for the voyage. 
Both fhips, indeed, were abundantly fupplied 
with every thing requifite for a voyage of fueh 
duration. We failed on the 29th of May, and 
arrived the next day at Long Reach, where our 
powder and iliot, and other ordnance ftores; 
were received. 

On the 8th of June, while we lay in Long. 
Reach, we had the fatisfaCtion of a viiit from the 
Earl of Sandwich, Sir Hugh Pallifer, and others 
of the Board of Admiralty, to examine whether 
every thing had been completed purfuant to their 
orders, and to the convenience of thofe who were. 
to embark. They honoured Captain Cook with 
their company to dinner on that day; and were 
faluted, on their coming on board, and on their 

going alliore, with feventeen guns and three 
cheers. 

To 
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To convey fome permanent benefit to the in
habitants of Otaheite, and of the other iflands 
which we might happen to viur, his Majefty 

commanded fame ufeful animals to be taken our. 
On the J orh we took on board a bull, two cows 
with their calves, and fame ibeep; with hay and 
corn for their fupport. We were alfo furnifhed 
with a fufficient quantity of our valuable Euro

pean garde~ feeds, which might add freib fup
plies of food to the vegetable productions of our 
newly-difcovered iflands. 

Both the ibips, by order of the Board of Ad
miralty, were amply fupplied with an extenuve 
aifortment of iron tools and trinkets, to facilitate 
a friendly commerce and intercourfe with the in
habitants of {uch new countries as we might dif
cover. Vvith refpect to our own wants, nothing 
was refufed us that might be conducive to health, 
comfort, or convenience. 

Thofe at the head of the naval department were 
equally folicitous to render our voyage of public 
utility; accordingly we received on board, the 
next day, variety of aftronomical and nautical 
infiruments, which the Board of Longitude in
trufted to Captain Cook and Mr. King, his Se
cond Lieutenant; they having engaged to fupply 
the place of a profeifed obfervator. The Board, 
likewife, put into their poffeffion the time-keeper, 
which Captain Cook had carried out in his laft 

voyage, and which had performed fo well. It 
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tWas conftruB:ed by Mr. Kendal, and was a copy 

of Mr. Harrifon's. Another time--keeper, and 

the fame affortment of aftronomical and other 
inftruments, were put on board the Dilcovery, 

for the ufe of Mr. William Bailey, a diligent and 
fkilful obfervator, who was engaged to embark 
with Captain Clerke. 

Mr. Anderfon, Surgeon to Captain Cook, 

added to his profeffional abilities a great profi
ciency in natural hiftory. He had already vi

fited the South-Sea Wands in the fame ihip, and 
enabled the Captain to enrich his relation of the 
preceding voyage with ufdul and valuable re
marks. 

Though feveral young men, among the fea
officers, were capable of being employed In con

ihucring charts, drawing plans, and taking 
views of the coafts and head-lands, Mr. Webber 
was engaged to embark with Captain Cook, for 
the purpore of fupplying the defects of written 
accounts, by taking accurate and mafterly draw~ 
ings of the moft memorable [cenes of our tranf
at1ions. 

The neceffary preparations being completed> 
Captain Cook received orders to pro~e~.d to P.1y
mouth, and to take the Difcovery under hi!i 
command. In confequence of whi.ch, he order
ed Captain Clerke to carry his ihip aIfo rOl)nd t() 
Plymouth. 

The 
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The Refolution, with the Difcovery in com
pany, failed from Long Reach on the 15th of 
June, and anchored at the Nore the fame even
ing. The Difcovery proceeded the ne'xt day in 

obedience to Captain Cook's order, and the Re
{olution remained at the Nore till Captain Cook, 
who was then in London, fhould join her. 

It being our intention to touch at Otaheite and 
the Society If1ands, it had been determined to 

carry Omai back to his nat!ve country: accord
ingly Captain Cook and he fet Out from London 
early on the 24th, and reached Chathain between 
ten and eleven o'clock, where they dined with 
Commiffioner Pro by, who afterwards ordered his 
yacht to convey them to Sheernefs, where the 

Captain'S boat was waiting to take them on board 

the Refolution. 

Though Omai left London with fome degree 
of regret, when he reflected upon the favours and 

indulgences he had received, yet, when mention 
was made of his own iOands, his eyes fparkled 
with joy. He entertained the highefr ideas of 
this country and its inhabitants; but the pleaflng 
profpeCt of returning hOhle, loaded with what 
would be deemed invaluable treafures there, and 
of obtaining a difringuifhed fuperiority among 
his countrymen, operated fo far as to fupprefs 

every uneafy fenfation; and when he got on board 

the ihip, he appeared to be quite happy • 

.a 3 Omai 
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Omai was furnifhed, by his Majefty, with 
quantities of every article that were fuppofed to 
be in eftimation at Otaheite. He alfo received 
feveral prefents from Lord Sandwich, Mr. Banks~ 
and many others. Every method had, indeed, 
been employed, during his abode in Englan.d, 
and at his departure, to make him the inftru
ment of conveying to his countrymen, an exalted 
opinion of Britifh greatnefs and generofity. 

About noon on the 25th we weighed anchor, 
and made fail for the Downs, with a gentle breeze 
at north-weft by weft. At nine the fame day we 
anchored, with the North Foreland bearing fout~ 
by eail, and rVlargate Point fouth-weft by fouth. 

On the 26th, at two o'clock, we weighed, 
and flood round the Foreland; and at eight 
o'clock the fame morning anchored in the Downs. 
Here Captain Cook received two boats on board, 
which had been built for him at Deal; and the 
next day. at two o'clock in the afternoon, we 
got under fail, but the breeze foon died away, 
and we anchored again. At ten o'clock the fame 
night we vveighed again, and proceeded down the 
channel. 

We anchored at Plymouth Sound on the 30th, 
fit three o'clock in the afternoon. The Difcovery 
had arrived there three days before. We faluted 
Admiral Amherft, whofe flag was flying on board 
the Ocean, and he returned the compliment. 

We 
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We were employed on the Iil: and 2-d of July 

jn replacing the water and provifions we had ex

pended, and in receiving on board a fupply of 

p~rt wine. On the 8th Captain Cook received 

his inftructions for th€ voyage, and an order to 

proceed to the Cape of Good Hope with the 

Refolution; with directions alfo to leave an order 

for Captain Clerke to follow him, as foon as he 
fuould join his ihip, he being at that time in 

London. 
The dncers and men on board the Refolution 

(including marines) were one hundred and twelve, 

and thofe on board the Difcovery were eighty. 

On the loth of July the proper perfons came 

on board, aDd paid the officers and crew up to tht; 

.;loth of hft month. The petty officers and fea
men received alfo two months wages in advance. 
Such indulgence to the latter is cuftomary; but 
the payment of what was due to the fuperior of ... 
ficers, was in confidera~ion of our peculiar fitua

tion, to enable us to defi-ay the expellce of fUf
niihing ourfelves with necdfaries for a voyage of 

fnch uncommon duration. 

In the morning of the I I th, Captain Cook. de

livered into the hands of Mr. Burney, Firft Lieu.,. 

tenant of the Difcovery, Captain Clerke's failing 
orders; a copy of which he alfo left with the com

manding officer of his Majefty's ihif)s at Ply

mouth, to be delivered to the Captain on his ar

.rival. In the afternoon we weighed with the ebb, 

B 4 and 
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and got out lDeyond all the 1hipping in the Soun_d, 
where we were detained moft of tRe following 
day. At eight o'clock in the evening, we weigh
ed ao-ain and flood out of the Sound, with a b , -

gentle breeze at north-weft by weft. 

C HAP. II. 

':the ReJolution proceeds to creJZCriffe-Reception 
there-Captain Cook vijits the Governor-De .. 
Jcription of Santa Cruz Road-Ample Supplies 
to be obtained-Some Account of the Jjland, and 
of the Cities of Santa Cruz and Laguna-Agri
culture-Natural llijfory-Air-Climate-Pro
duce-DeJcription of the Inhabitants. 

sao N after we came out of Plymouth Sound, 

the wind came more wefterly, and blew frelli, 
which obliged us to ply down the channel; and 
we were not off the Lizard till the 14th at eight 
in the evening. 

On the 16th at noon, the light-houfe of Sr. 
Agnes, on the lOes of Scilly, bore north-weft by 
weft, diftant about feven or eight miles; and on 
the 17th and 18th, we were off U1hant. 

On the 19th we ftood weftward till eight o'clock 
in the morning, when the wind fhifted, and we 

tacked 
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tacked and ftretched to the fouthward: here we 
beheld nine fail of large !hips, which ,ve fup
pofed to be French men of war. On the 22Q, at 
ten in the morning, we faw Cape Ortegal about 

four leagues diftant. 
We had calm weather on the 22Q and 23d, and 

on the afternoon of the 24th, we paffed Cfipe Fi
nifterre, with a fine gale at north-north-eaft. 

Captain Cook determined to touch at Tene
riffe, to get a fupply of hay and corn for the fub
fiftence of his animals on board, as well as the 
ufllal refre!hments' for ourfelves. We faw Tene
riffe on the '3 I!t of July, at four in the afternoon; 
and at day-light on the firft of Auguft, we failed 
round the eaft point of that ifland, and anchored 
on the fourh fide, in the road of Santa Cruz, about 
eight o'clock, in twenty-three fathoms water. 

There were, riding in this road, a French fri

gate, two French brigantines, an Englilh brigan
tine, and fourteen fail of Spaniih !hips. 

Immediately after we had anchored, we re
ceived a vifit from the mafter of the port, who 
afked the !hip's name. Upon his retiring, Cap
tain Cook fent an officer a!hore, to pre[ent his 

refpeCl:s to the Governor, and afk his permiffion 
to take in water, and to purchafe [llch articles as 
were thought neceffary. The Governor very po
litely complied with Captain Cook's requeft, and 
fent an officer on board to compliment him on 
bis ardvaI. In the afternoon Captain Cook wait-

l eel 
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ed upon him, accompanied by fame of his of

ficers; and, before he returned to his fhip, be

ipoke fome corn and ftraw, ordered a quantity 

of wine, and made an agreement for a flip ply of 
water. 

The road of Santa Cruz is fituated on the fout::

can: fide of the ifland, before the town of the fame 
name. It is faid to be the principal road of Te

neriffe for i11elter, capacity, and the goodnefs of 

its bottom. 

The water to fupply the !hipping, and for the 

tlfe of the inhabitants of Santa Cruz, is derived 
from a rivulet that runs from the hills, which is 
conveyed into the town in wooden troughs. As 
{l~efe troughs were at this time repairing, freJh 

wa.ter was extremely fcarce. 
From the appearance of the country about 

Santa Cruz, it might naturally be concluded that 
Teneriffe is a barren fpot: we were convinced, 

however, fi·o~ the ample fupplies we received, 
that it not only produced fufficient to fupply its 
.own inhabitants, but alCo enough to fpare for 

viGtors. Though wine is the chief produce of 

the ifhnd, beef may be had at about three-pence 

fierhng a pound; the oxen, however, are fi11all, 
lean, and boney. Sheep, goats, hogs, and paul. 
HY, may be had on terms equally reafonable. A 
great variety of fruits are to be had in plenty, as 
pears, figs, grapes, mulberries, mufk-me1ons, &c. 
bdides ethers that were not then in [eafon. The 

pump-
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pumpkins, potatoes, and onions, which grow 
here, are excellent. 

Indian corn is produced on this ifiand, and is 
fold at about three !hillings and fix-pence per 
bulhel: the fruits and vegetables are, in gene
ral, very cheap. Though the inhabitants are but 
indifferently fupplied with filh by the adjoining 
feas, they are engaged in a confiderable filhery 
on the coaft of Barbary, and the produce of it 
fells at a very moderate price. 

Teneriffe is certainly a more eligible place than 
Madeira, for !hips to touch at which are bound 
on long voyages j bllt the wine of the latter is 
infinitely fuperior to that of the former: the dif
ference of their prices is almoft as confiderable as 
their q\:lalities, for the beft Teneriffe wine was 
fold for twelve pounds a pipe, whereas a pipe of 
the beft Madeira was worth confiderably more 
than double that fum. 

Behind the town of Santa Cruz, the country 
rifes gradually to a moderate height; afterwards 
it continues to rife fouth weftward towards the 
celebrated pic of Teneriffe. But we were much 

. difappointed in our expectations with' rerpett to 
its appearance *. 

'" In Sparta's Hillory of the Royal Society, page 200, &c. 
is an account of a journey to the top of the pic of TenerifFe. 
A modern traveller, viz. the Chevalier de Borda, who mea

fured the height of this mountain in Auguft 1776, makes it 
12340 Engliih feet. 

The 
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The iI1and, eaftward of Santa Cruz, appears 

perfettly barren. Ridges of high hills run to
wards the fea, between which are deep vallies, 

tetminatino- at mountains that run acrofs and are 
o 

higher than the former. 
On the 1ft of Auguft in the afternoon, Mr. 

Anderfon (Captain Cook's furgeon) went on lliore 
to Me of thefe vallies, intending to reach the top 
of the remoter hills, but time would not permit 

him to cret farther than their foot. The lower 
o 

hills produce great quantities of the euphorbia 
cailarienjis. The people on the fpot imagine its 

juice to be fo cauftic as to erode the ikin; but 
Mt. Anderfon convinced them to the contrary, 

by thrufting his finger into a plant full of it. 
The inhabitants dry the bullies of euphorbia, and 

carry them home for fuel. 
Santa Cruz, though not large, is a well-built 

city. Their churches havc not a magnificent ap
pearance without, but they are deceFlt and toler
ably handfome within. 

Almoft facing the fl:onc pier, which runs into 
the fea from the town, is a marble column, lately 
ereCtt'cl, enriched with human figures which re
flect honour to the fl:atuary. 

On the 2d of Augufi, in the afternoon, Mr. 
Anderfon and three others hired mules to ride to 

the city of Laguna, about the diftance of four 

miles from Santa Cruz. They arrived therebe

tween five and fix in the eyening~ but the fight 

of 
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of it did not reward us for our trouble, as the 

roads were very bad, and our cattle but indiffe
rent. Though the place is extenfive, it hardly 

deferves to be dignified with the name of a city. 
There is fome good houfes, but the difpofition 
of the frreets is very irregular. Laguna is larger 
than Santa Cruz, but much inferior to it in ap
pearance. 

The road from Santa Cruz to Laguna, runs 
up a freep barren hill; but~ lower down, we faw 
fome fig-trees and corn-fields. The corn, how
ever, is not produced here without great labour, 

the ground being greatly encumbered with frones. 

Nothing .eIfe prefented itfelf, deferving notice~ 

exc~pt a few aloe plants in flower on the fide of 
the road. 

The laborious work in this ifiand is chiefly 
performed by mules, horfes being fcarce, and re
ferved for the ufe of the officers. Oxen are alfo 
much employed here. Some hawks and parrots 
were feen, which were natives of the ifland; as 

alfo the fea-fwallow, fea-gulls, partridges, f wal
lows, canary-birds, and blackbirds. There are 
aHa lizards, locufrs, and three or four forts of 
dragon flies. 

Mr. Anderfon was informed, by a gentlema.n 

of acknowledged veracity, that a fhrub is COlTI

man here, agreeing exaCtly with the defcription 
given by Linnreus of the tea thrub, as growing 
in China and Japan. It is confiderecl as a weed, 

I and 
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and large quantities are rooted out of the vine .. 
yards every year. The Spaniards, however, who 
inhabit the iOand, fometimes make ufe of it, and 
afcribe to it all the qualities of the tea imported 

from China. 
The fame gentleman mentioned to Mr. Ander

fon another botanical curiofity, which is called 
the impregnated lemon. It is a diftinCl: and per
feB: lemon enclofed within another. 

A certain fort of grape growing here, is deem
ed an excellent remedy in phthiGcal complaints. 
The air and climate are remarkably healthful, 
and particularly adapted to afford relief in {uch 
complaints. By refiding at different heights in 
the ifiand, it is in the power of anyone to pro
cure fuch a temperature of air as may be beft 
fu'ited to his conftitution. He may continue 
where it is mild and falubrious, or he may afcend 
till the cold becomes intolerable. No perfon, 
it is {aid, can live comfortably within a mile of 
the perpendicular height of the pic, after the 
month of Auguft. 

Smoke continually iifues from near the top of 
the pic, but they have had no earthquake or erup
tion finee 1704, when the P()ft of Garraehica was 
deftroyed, being filled up by the rivers of burn
ing lava that flowed into ir j and houfes are now 
built, \\ here {hips formerly lay at anchor. 

The trade of Teneriffe is very eonfiderable, 
forty thoufand pipes of wine being annually made 

3 there i 
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here; which is confumed in the ifland, or made. 
nto brandy, and fent to the Spanifh vVefr-Indies. 
ndeed the wine is the only conGderable article 
.f the foreign commerce of Teneriffe~ unlefs we 
eckoll the large quantities of filtering frones 
>tought from Grand Canary. 

The race of inhabitants found here when the 
,paniards difcovered the Canaries, are no longer 
L difrinCl: people, having intermarried with the 
'panifh fettlers; their defcendants, however, 
nay be known, from their being remarkably tall, 
hong, and large-boned. The men are tawny, 
md the women are pale. The inhabitants, ia 
~eneral, of Teneriffe, are decent, grave, and ci
vil; retaining that folemn caft which diH:inguifhes 
thofe of their country from others. Though we 
are not of opinion that our manners are fimilar to 
thofe of the Spaniards, yet Omai declared, he did 
not think there was much difference. He faid" 

indeed, that they did not appear to be fa friendly 
OlS the Englifh; and that their perfons nearly re
rembled thofe of his COllntrymen. 

C H A Pe 
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C HAP. III. 

Departure from 'l'en;riffi-Dangerof the Ship from 
the Junken Rocks near Bonavijla-Jjle of Mayo 
-Nec~/Jary Precautions againfl Rain and Heat 
in the Neighbourhood of the Equator-Pofition of 
the Coajf of Brazil-Arrival at the Cape of 
Good Hope-Captain Cook's Reception therc
Lofes fome ~f bis Sheep-Other ctranjaflions at 
the Cape-JzmEiion of the DiJcovery-Account of 
J1fr. Anderjon's Journey up the Country. 

HA V I N G got our water and other a~ticles 
on board, we weighed anchor on the 4th of 

Auguft, quitted Teneriffe, and proceeded on our 

voyage. 
On the loth, at nine o'clock in the evening, we 

. raw the iOand of Bonavifta bearing fouth, diftant 
about a league; though we then thought our
felves much farther off, but it foon appeared that 
we were miftaken; for, after hauling to the eaft
ward, to clear the funken rocks that lie near the 
fouth-eaft point of the iOand, we found ourfelves 

clofe upon them, and bearly weathered the break
ers. Our fituation was, for fome minutes, fo very 
alarming, that Captain Cook did not chufe to 
found, as that might have increafed the danger, 

without any poffibility of Idfening it. 

Having 
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Having cleared the rocks, we freered between 
Bonavifta and the il1and of Mayo, intending tp 
look into Port Praya for the Difcovery, as Captain 
Cook had told Captain Clerke that he ihould touch 
there. At one o'clock we faw the rocks fouth~ 
weft ofBonavifta, bearing fouth-eaft, diftant three 
or four leagues. 

On Monday the 12th, at fix o'clock in the 
morning, the il1e of Mayo bore fouth-fouth-eaft, 
diftant four or five leagues. We founded, and 
found ground at fixty fathoms. At the diftance 
of three or four miles from this i!land, we faw 
not the leaft appearance of vegetation; nothing 
prefented itfelf to our view, but that lifelefs brown, 
fo common in unwooded countries under the tor
rid 'zone. 

During our continuance among thefe iDands, 
we had gentle breezes of wind, varying from the 
fouth-eaft to eaft, and fome calms. On the 13th, 
at nine o'clock in the morning, we arrived be
fore Port Praya, in the il1and of St. J <;lgo, where 
two .Dutch Eaft-India ihips, and a fmall brigan
tine, were at anchor. The Difcovery not being 
there, 'we did not go in, but !tood to u1e fouth
ward. 

Vve loft the north-eaft trade-wind, the d~y af
ter we left the Cape de Verde Wands; and, on the 
30th, got that which blows from the fomh eaft. 
The wind, during this interval, was principally 
in the fouth-weft quarter. It generally blew a 

VOL. I._N° 1. C gentle 
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aentle breeze but fometimes {rdb, and in (qualls. o , 

We had few calms, and thofe of 11wrt duration. 

Between the latitude of 12°, and of 7° north, the 
",eather was very gloomy, and frequently rainy; 

infomuch, that we were enabled to fave a~ much 

water as filled tbe greateft part of our empty 

cafks. 
Every bacT confcq uenee is to be apprehended 

from thefe rains, and the clofe fultry weather ac

companying them. Commanders of ihips ought 

carefully to purify the air between decks with 

fires ~nd fmoke, and to oblige the people to 

change their cloaths at every opportunity. Thefe 

precautions were ftrialy obferved on board the 

Refolution and Difcovery; and we enjoyed the 

advantage of it, having fewer fick than on either 

of Captain Cook's former voyages. Our !hip, 

however, was very leaky in all her upper works. 

The fultry weather had opened her feams fo wide, 

that the rain-water paffed through as it fell. 'The 
officers in the gun-room were driven from their 
cabins, by the water that came throuah the fides b , 

and hardly a man could lie dry in his bed. The 

caulkers were employed to repair thefe defeCts, 

as foon as we got into fair fetded weather; but 
Captain Cook would not truft them over the fidei 
.vhile we were at fea. 

On the 1ft of September, we croffed the equa

tor, in the longitude of 27° 38' weft, and paffed 

~:1e afternoon in performing the old ceremony ot 

3 ducTdng 
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ducking thofe, who had not croired the equator 
before. On the 8th, we were a little to the fouth
ward of Cape St. Auguftine. We proceeded on 

our voyage, without any remarkable occurrence, 

till the 6th of Oerober. Being then in the lati

tude of 35" IS' fouth, longitude 7° 451 weft, we 

alternately met with light airs and calms for three 
fucceffive days. For fome days before we had 
feen albatroffes, and pintadoes, and we then raw 
three penguins. In confequence of this we round~ 
ed, but found no ground with a line of one blln~ 

dred and fifty fathoms. We fhot a few bi rds, one 

of which was a black petrel, about the fize of a 
crow. 

In the evening of the 8th, il bird, which the 
failors call a noddy, [ettled on our rigging, and 
was taken. It was larger than a comrnon Englifh 
black-bird, and nearly of the f3me co I 0f-Jr, ex
cept the upper part of the he.l.l, which V/JS white. 

It was web-footed, had bhck legs, ::lOd a long 
black bill. Though it is [aid thefe birds never 
venture far from land, we knew of none nearer our 
ftation than Gough's or Richmond ifland, wh:ch 
could not be lefs than one hundred leagues. Bur, 

as the Atlantic ocean, fouthward of llS, has been 
but little frequented, there may pollibly be more 
iflands than we know of. 

A frefh gale from the north-well: fucceeded this 
~alm weather, which continued two days. Af

~erwards we had variable. light airs for about 
C :2 twenty .. 
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twenty-four hours, when the north-weft wind 
returned, and blew frefh. On the 17th we faw 
the Cape of Good Hope, and, on the 18th, an
chored in Table-bay, in fOllr fathoms water. 

Afte~ receiving the ufllal villt from the Maller
attendant and the Surgeon, Captain Cook rent an 
officer to Baron Plettenberg, the Governor, and 
faluted the garrifon with thirteen guns, and was 
complimented, in .return, with the fame nllmber. 
Two French Ealt-India ihips were in the bay, the 
one 'outward, anel the other homeward- bound. 

After having faluted, Captain Cbok went on 
{hore, a€companied by fome of his officers, and 
waited on the Governor, the Lieutenant-governor, 

the Fifcal, and the COl)1mander of the troops. 
Thefe genticmen received Captain Cook with the 
greatefl: civility; and the Governor, in particu
lar, voluntarily promifed him every afiifrance that 
the place ::,fforded. Before Captain Cook return
ed on board, he ordered frdh meat, greens, &c. 
to be provided every day for the fhip's company. 

On the 2. 2d we fixed our tents and obfe-rvatory; 
the next day we began to obferve equal altitudes 
of the fllM, in order to difcover whether the watch 
had altered its rate. The caulkers were fet to 
work to caulk the fhip; and Captain Cook had 
~oncerted meafures for fllpplying both ihips with 
fuch provifions as were wanted; and, as the fe:
veral articles for the Refolution were got ready, 
the:; were immediately conveyt:d on board. 

The 
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The homeward-bound French lliip failed for 
Europe on the 26th, and by her we fent letters to 
England. The next day the Hampfhire Eaft
India fhip, from Bencoolen, anchored in the bay. 

On the 3 dl: of OC1ober it blew exceffively hard 
at fouth-eaft, and continued for three days. The 
Refolution was the only ihip in the bay that rode 
Otlt the gale without dragging her anchors. 

The ftonn ceafed on the 3d of November~ and 
on the 6th the Hamp!bire failed for England, in 
which Captain Cook fent home an invalid. On 
the loth, in the morning, the Djfcovery arrived 
in the bay. She failed from Plymouth on the 1ft 
of A.uguft, and would have been with us a week 
fooner, had not the late gale of wind blown her 
off the coaft. Captain Clerke, on his paffage from 
England, loft aGe of his marines, by falling over 
board. No other accident happened among his 
people, and they arrived in perfea health. 

The next day, the Difcovery wanting caulk
ing, Captain Cook fent all his workmen on board 
her, and lent every other affiftance to the Captain 
to expedite his f!:lpply of provifions and water. 

Having, by the Governor's permiffion, taken 
our cattle on lli ore , on the night preceding the 
14th, fame dogs. got in amongft the !beep, forced 
them out of the pen, killed four, and difperfed 
the rert. We recovered fix of them the next day; 
but among thofe which were mifling were two rams, 

ilnd cwo of the fineft ewes in the whole flock. 

C 3 Though 
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Though the Dutcr frequently boail: of the po
lice at the Cape, yet the Captain's fheep evaded 
all the vigilance of the Fifcal's officers and peo .. 

pIe. At length, after much trouble and expence, 
by employing forne of the 10wef1: fellows of the 
plilce, we recovered all but the two ewes. One of 
the ral1l~, however, was fo 11!iierably torn by the 
dogs, that we thought he would never<recover. 

Mr. Hernmy, the Lieutenant-governor, very 
obligingly offered to make up this lofs, by giv
ing Captain Cook a Spanifh ram, out of fome he 
had fent for from Lifbon; but the Captain de
cline'd the offer, thinking it would equally an·· 
{'W'er his purpofe to take with him fame of the 
C~pe rams: in this, however, the Captain was 
miftaken. Mr. Hemmy had endeavoured to in
troduce European fheep at the Cape; but all 
his attemots were frun:rated bv the obil:inacy of .l , 

the countrypeoplc, who highly efteemed their own 
breed, on account of their large tails; the fat of 
which iometimes produces more money than the 
whole carcafs befides. Indeed, the moil: remark
able thing in the Cape fheep is the length and 
thickr:efs cf their tails, which weigh from ten to 
fifteen ,pounds. 

While the fl1ips were repairing for the profe
cution of otr voyage, Mr. Anderfon, and fome 
of our officers, made an excurfioo, to take a fur
vey of the neighbouring country. Mr. Ander-

fQA 
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fon relates their proceedings to the foHewing 

effect : 
In the forenoon of Saturday the r6th of No

vember, he, and five others, fet out in a wag
gon, to take a view of the coumry. They cro(jed 
the large plain to the eafl:ward of the to'Nn, which 
is entirely a white fand, refembling that which is 
comrnonly found on beaches. At five in the af
ternoon they paffed a large farm-haufe, fame 
corn-fields and vineyards, fituated Leyond tbe 
plain. where the foil appeared worth cultivating. 
At ,feven they arrived at Stellenboili, a colony, 
in point Qf importance, next to that of the Cape. 

The village frands at the foot of the range of 
lofty mountains, abollt twenty miles to the eflf!:
ward of Cape-Town, and coniifrs of about thirty 
houfes, which are neat and clean: a rivulet, and 
the ihelter of fome large oaks, planted at its firf!: 
fettling, form a rural profpect in this defert coun

try. There are fome thriving vineyards and or
chards about the place, which [eem to indicate 
an excellent foil, though perhaps much may be 
owing to the un,commOI1 ferenity of the air. , 

At thi~ feafon of the year, Mr. Anderfon CQuld 
find but f«w plants in flower, and infects were 
very fcarce. He and his companions left Stel
len~o!h the next morning, and [qon arrived at 
the houfe they had paired on Saturday; Mr. 
Cloe~er, the owner of which, having fent them 
an invitation to vifit him, t~y were entertain-

C 4- " ~d 
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ed by this gentleman with great politenefs and 

hofpitality. They were received with a band of 
inufie, which continued playing while they were 

at dinner. which, in that fituation, might be 

reckoned elegant. 
In the afternoon they croffed the country, and 

paffed fome large plantations. In the" evening 
they arrived at a farm-houfe, which is faid to be 
the firfr in the cultivated tract called the Peart. 
Here they had a view of Drakenilein, the third 

colony of this country, which contains feveral. 
little farms or plantations. 

Plants and infects were as fcarce here as at 
Stellenboill, but there was a greater plenty of 
ihrubs, or fmall trees, naturally produced, than 
they had before feen in the country. 

On Tuefday the 19th, in the afternoon, they· 
went to fee a remarkable large frone, called by 
the inhabitants the Tower of Babylon, or the 
Pearl Diamond. It frands upon the top of fome 
low hills, and is of an oblong ilia'pe, rounded on 
the top, and lying nearly [outh and north. The 
eafr and were fides arc nearly perpendicular. The 
[outh end is not equally freep, but its greatefr 
height is there; whence it declines gently to the 
north-p~m, by which they afcended, and had a 
very extenfive ptofpeCt of the whole country. 

The circumference of this frone is about half a 
tnile, as they were half an hour walkinO" round 
it, including allowances for fropping and a bad 

road. 
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road. Its height feems to equal the dome of St. 
Paul's church. Except fame few fiffures) it is 
one uninterrupted mafs of frone. The frone is 
of that fort which mineralogi1h call Sa-xum Co».,. 
glutinatum. 

On the 20th, in the morning, they fet out 
from the Pearl, and, going a different road, pair
ed through an uncultivated country to the Tyger 
Hills, where they beheld fome tolerable corn
fields. About noon, they fropped in a valley for 
refrefhment, where they were plagued with a vail: 
number of mufquitoes; and, in the evening, ar
rived at the Cape-Town. 

On Saturday -the 23d, we got the obfervatory, 
clock, &c. on board. From the refult of feveral 
calculations and obfervations, we had reafon to 
conclude, that the watch, or time-piece, had per
formed weB all the way from England. 

~ H ~ P. 
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C H .A P. 'IV. 

Cf'hr: ReJolution and Difeovery leave the Cape of 
Good Hope-See two Jjlands, named Prince Ed· . 
ward's ljlal1ds-DeJeription of their Appear
aJZu-Vijit Kerguelen's Land-Arrive at Chrij!
mas Harbour-r:take in Water there-Dijcover 
02 11!fcriptioll-DeJrription of Chrijlmas Har
bour. 

C AP TAl N Cook fearing a fecond difafter, 
got his fheep and other cattle on board as 

foon a~ pollible. He alfo increafed his frock by 
purchaGng two bulls, two heifers, two fione
horfes, two mares, two rams, fame ewes and 
goats, [orne poultry, and fame rabbits. 

BGth fhips being fupplied with provifions and 
water fufficient for two years and upwards, and 

every other neceffary article, and Captain Cook 
having given Captain Clerke a copy of his inftruc

tions, we repaired on b?ard in the morning of 
the 30th. A breeze fprung up at fouth-eaft, at 
five in the afternoon, with which we weighed 
and frood out of the Bay; at nine it fell calm, 
and we anchored. At three o'clock the next 
morning, we weighed and put to rea; with a light 
breeze at fauth, but did not get clear of land till 
the 3d of December in the morning. 

On 
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On Thurfday the 5th, a fquall of wind carried 
away the mizen top-maa of the Refolution, but 
we had another to replace it. On the evening of 
the 6th,' being then in the latitude of 39Q 14-' 
fouth, and in the longitude of 23° 561 eaft, we 
obferved feveral fpots of water of a reddiih hue. 
D pon examining fome of this water that was taken 
up, we perceived a number of fmall animals, 
which the microfcope difcovered to refemble cray
fifh. 

We continued to the fouth-caft, followed by a 
mountainous fea, which occafioned the lhip to 
roll exceedingly, and rendered our cattle trouble
fome. Several goats, efpecrally the'males, died, 
and fome !beep. We now began to feel the cold 
in a very fenfible degree. 

On Thurfday the 12th, at noon, we difcovered 
land extending from fouth-eaft byfouth, to fouth
eaft by eaft. We, at length, difcovered it to be 
two iOands. That which lies moft to the fouth, 
appeared to be about fifteen leagues in circuit; 
and the moft northerly one, about nine leagues in 
circuit. 

We pa{fed at equal diftance from both iOands, 
and could not difcover either tree or lhrl1b on 
either of them. They feemed to have a rocky 
lhore, and, excepting the fouth-eaft parts, a ridge 
of barren mountains, whofe fides and fummits 
were covered with fnow. 

Thc:[e 
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Thefe two ii1ands, and four others more to the 
eaft, were difcovered by Captains Marion du 
Frefne and Crozet, French navigators, in January 
177 2 , on their paifage from the Cape of Good 
Hope to the Philippine Wands. As they have 
no names in the French chart of the fouthern 
hemifphere, Captain Cook named the two we 
now faw Prince Edward's IOands, and the other 
four by the name of Marion's and Crozet's 

Iflands. 
We had now, in general, {hong gales, and 

very indifferent weather. After leaving Prince 
Edward's IOands, we ihaped our courfe to pafs to 
the fouthward of the four others, to get into the 
latitude of the land difcovered by Monfieurde 
Kerguelen. 

Captain Cook had received inftruCtions to exa
mine this iOand, and endeavour to dilcover a 
good harbour. On the 16th we law numbers of 
penguins and divers, and rock-weed floating in 
the lea; and on the 2 I ft we faw a very large feal. 
The weather was now very foggy, and as we hourly 
expected to fall in with the land, our navigation 
was both dangerous and tedious. 

On the 24t:1, at fix in the rnorninO', the foO' o t:> 

clearing ~way a little, we law land, bearing fomh 
fouth-eaft, which we aftel\vards found to be an 
iOand of confiderable height, and about three 
leagues in circuit. Vve foon after difcovered ano
ther of equal magnitude, about one league to the 

eaftward; 
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eafl:ward; and, between thefe two, fome fmaHer 
. ones. In th€ direction of fouth by eaft, another 

high i!1and was {een. We did but juft weather 
the Wand laft mentioned: it was a high round 

rock, named Bligh's Cap. Captain Cook fup .. 
pofed this to be the fame that MonGeur de Ker
guelen called the me of Rendezvous; but he knew 
nothing that could rendezvous at it but the fowls 
of the air, for it was certainly inacceffible to every 
other animal. 

The weather beginning to clear up about ele
ven, we tacked, and fleered in for the land. At 
noon we were enabled to determine the latitude of 
Bligh's Cap to be 48° '29' fauth, and its longitude 
680 40'. We pafi"ed it at three o'clock, with a 
frefh gale at weft. 

Prefently after we clearly faw the land, and at' 
four o'clock it extended from fouth-eaft to fouth. 

weft by fauth, diftant about four miles. The 
left extreme, which Captain Cook judged to be 
the northern point of this land, called in the 
French chart of the fouthern hemifphere Cape 
Fran~ois, terminated in a high perpendicular 
rock j and the right one in a high indented 
point. 

Towards the middle of the land there appeared 
to be an iQlet; but, on our approaching it, we 
faw it was only a bending on the coaft: we, there." 

fere, bore up to go round Cape Fran~ois. 

I Having 



30 A VOYAGE TO TI,iE 

Having got off the Cape, we obferved the coaft1 
to the fouthward, much indented by points and 
bays, and, therefore, fully expected to find a 
good harbour. We foon difcovered one, into 
which we began to ply; but it prefently fell calm, 
and we anchored in forry-five fathom water: the 
Difcovery alfo anchored there foon after. Mr. 
Bligh, the mafter, was ordered to found the har
bour; who reported it to be fafe and commo. 

dious. 
Early in the morning of the z 5th we weighed, 

and having wrought into the harbour, we an
chored in eight fathoms water. Th,e Difcovery: 
got in at two o'clock in the afternoon; when 
Captain Clerke informed us,_ that he had with 
difficulty efcaped being driven on the fouth point, 
of the harbour, his anchor having frarted before 
he could !horten in the cable. They were; there-
fore, obliged to fet fail, and drag the anchor 
after them, till they had room to heave it 11Pf 

when they perceived that one of its palms' was 
broken off. 

Immediately after we had anchored, Captain 
Cook ordered all the boats to, be hoifted out, and 
the empty water-cafks to be got ready. In tht;. 
mean time he landed, to fearGh for a conven'ie,nt 
fpot where they might be . fill ed, and to,obferve 
what the place afforded. 

He found va~ qt}antities of penguins, and Dthet, 
birds, and feaIs, on the 1hore. The latter were 

not 
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not numerous, but fo infenfible of fcar, that we 
killed as many as we chafe, and made ufe of their 
fat and blubber to make oil for our lamps, and 
other p'urpofes. Freih water was exceedingly 
plentiful; but not a fingle tree or ihrub was to 

be difcovered, and but little herbage of any kind; 
though we had flattered ourfelves with the hope 
of meeting with fomething confiderable growing 
hete, having obferved the fid'es of fome of the 
hills to be of a lively green. 

Before Captain Cook returned to his ihip, he 
afcended a ridge of ro~ks, rifing one above ano
ther, expecting, by that means, to obtain a view 
of the country; but before he had reached the 
top, fo thick a fog came on, that it was with 
difficulty he could find his way down again. 
Towards the evening we hauled the feine at the 
head of the harbour, but caught no more than 
half a dozen finall fiih; nor had we any better 
fuccefs the next day, when we tried with hook ~nd 
line. Our only re[ource, therefore, for frefh pro
vifions, was birds, which were innumerable. 

Though it was both foggy and rainy, on Thur[
day the 26th, we began to fill water, and to cut 
gra[s for our cattle, which we found near the head 
of the harbour. The rivulets were fwelled to fuch 
a degree, by the rain that fell, that the fides of 
the hills, bounding the harbour, ap'peared to be 
(lovered with a fheet of water. 

The 
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The people having labour-ed hard for two file .. 
ceffive days, and nearly completEc~ 01.l1' wa.,.'r, 

Captain Cook allowed them the 27th de Dec '-fI

ber as a day of relt, to celebrate Chriftm,as. III 
confequence of which, many of them went on 
.thore, and made excurfions into the countfy~ 
which they found defolate and barren in the ex
treme. In the evening one of them prefented a 
quart bottle to Captain Cook, which he' had 
found on the north-fide of the harbour, faftened 
with fame wire to a projecting rock. This bottle 
contained a piece of parchment, with the follo.w::
ing infcription : 

Ludovico XV. Galliarum 
rege, ct d *' de Br;yncs 
regi a Secreti, ad res 

maritimas annis 177 2 et 

1773· 

,It is evident, from this infcrlption, that we 
were not the firft Europeans who had vifited thii 
harbour. Captain Cook fuppofes it to have been 
left by Monfieur de Boifguehenneu, who went on 

fhore the 13th of February 177'2, the day th~t 
Monfieur de Kerguelen difcovered this land; but 

the Captain appears to be for once miftaken; for 
how could Monfieur de Boifguehenneu, in the 
J:>eginning of 177'2, leave an infcription. which. 

* The d is probably 11 contraction of the wo.rd DomillP

com-
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commemotates a tranfa8:ion of the following 
year? 
.. Captain Cook, as a memorial of our having 
been in .this harbour, wrote on the other fide of 
the parchment as follows: 

Naves Rejolution 
et Di(covery 

de Rege Magn.e Britannia', 
Decembris 1776. 

He then put it ~gain into the bottle, accom. 
~niel1 with a fUve-rtwo ... penny piece of J 77.~, 

covere<1 the fllovth of the bottle with ~ leaden 
:cap, and pl~~ed it the next ,motning in a pile of 
fiones, ere~ed f9t'that purpofe on anelllinence" 
near the place where it was firft fou,nd. Here 
Captain Cook difplayed the Britilh flag, and 
named the place CbriJl.mas Harbour, it being on 
that feftival we arrived in it. 
, It is the firfi inlet that we meet with on the 
Couth-eaft'fide of Cape Fran~ois" which forms the 
I 

north fide of the harbour, and is the northern 
point of this land. The fituation fufficiently dif
tinguiihes it from any of the other inlets; and, 
to make it ftill more remarkable, its fourh point 
terminat~s inahighrock,perforated quite through, 
forming an appearance like the arch of a bridge. 
The head of 'the harbour lies open to only two 
points of the coinpafs, and thefe are covered by 
Wands 'in the offing, fo that a fea cannot fall in 
~" VOL, I,-:-~o 1.. D ~ 
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to hurt a fhip. It is high water here about ten 
o'clock at the full and change days, and the tide 
rifes about four feet. 

In the afternoon, Captain Cook, accompanied 
by Mr. King, his Second Lieutenant, went upon 
Cape Fran~ois; expeCting from this elevation to 

have had a view of the fea-coafr, and the iOands 
lying off it. But they found every diftant objetl: 
below them, hid in a thick fog. The land even 
with them, or of a greater height, was vilible 
enough, and appeared exceedingly naked and 
defolate; except forne hills to the fouthwar. 
which were covered with fnow. When theY're
turned to the fhip, they found her unmoored,· and 
ready to put to fea; but we did not weigh anchol: 
till five o'clock the next morning7 

C HAP. 
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t HAP. V. 

Depart from Chrijlmas Harbour-Range along tbe 
CoajJ-Cape CJemberland, Cumberland Bay, Point 
Pringle, Howe's Foreland, &c. dejcribed--Re
mtlrkabte Beds of Rock-weed-Danger fromSboais 
-Arrival at Port Pallijer-Cape George de-

Jcribed-Mr. Ande;jon's Natural Rijlory of floe 

Animals, Plants, Soil, Uc.of Kerguelen's 
Land. 

ON the Z9th of December we failed out· of 
.. Chriflmas Harbour, iteering fouth-eait along 
the Goaft, with a fine breeze and clear weather. 

This was unexpeB:ed, as, for fome time pait, fogs 
had prevailed more or lefs every day. Though 
~e kept the lead conftantly going, we feldom 
ftruck ground with a line of fixty fathoms. 
. We were off a promontory, which Captain Cook 
called Cape Cumberland, about [even or eight 

o'clock. It lies about a league and an half from 
the [outh point of Chriftmas Harbour; between 
them is a good bay. Off Cape Cumberland is a 
fmall iOand on the fummit ~:l which is a rock, 
tefembling a fen try-box, which name Was given 
to the ill and on that account. A group of finall 
ifiands and rocks lies two miles farther to the 

,eaftward: we failed between thefe and Sentry-
box·Inarid, the breadth of the,,~hannel being full 

.D 2. a mile. 
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a mile. W~ found no bottom with forty fathol1ls 

-of line. 
After paffing through this channel, we fa~ a 

bay on the fouth-fide of Cape Cumberland, run
ning in three leagues to the weftward. It is 
formed by Cape Cumberland to the north, and 
by a promontory to the (outh. Captain Cook 
named this promontory Point Pringle, as a coin
pliment to Sir John Pringle, Prefident of the 
Royal Society. The bottom of this bay was caU
ed Cumberland Bay. 

The waft is formed into a fifth bay, to the 
fouthward of Point Pringle. In this bay, which 
4Ibtained the name of White Bay, are feveral 
leffer bays or coves, which appeared to be.1hel
tered from all winds. Off the routh.-point, feve
ral rocks raife their heads ,above water, and pro
bably there are many others that do not. 

The land which firft opened off Cape Fran!;oi~. 
in the direction of fouth 53° eait, we had kept 
on our larboard-bow, thinking it was an ifiand, 
and that we lhould difcover a paffage betw.een 
that and the main; but we found it to be a pe
ninfula, joined to the reO: of the coaft by a low 
ifthmus. The bay, formed by this penimfula, 
Captain Cook named Repulfe Bay. The nor:
them point of the peninfula was named Howe·~ 
Foreland, in honour of Lord Howe. 

Drawing near it, we obferved fome rocks and. 

breakers not far from the north-weit part, a~d two 

ifland.s 
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'iflands to the eaftward of it, which, at firft, ap
peared as one. We fteered between them and 
the foreland, and were jn the middle of the chan
"nel by, twelve o'clock. The land of this fore
land or peninfula, is of a tolerable height, and oC 
a hilly and rocky fubftance. The coaft is low, 
and alrrioft covered with fea-birds. We alfo faw 
[orne feals upon the beaches. 

Having cleared the rocks and iaa~ds before
mentioned, we perceived the whole fea before us 
to be chequered with large beds of rock-weed, 
which was fail: -to the bottom. There is often 
found a great depth of water upon fuch fhoals, 
and rocks have, as often, raifed their heads al
moil: to the furface of the water. It is always 
dangerous to fail over them, efpecially when 
there is no furge orthe fea to difcover the dan
ger. We endeavoured to avoid the rocks, by 
leering through the winding channels by whicn ,. 
they were feparated. Though the lead was con
tinually going, we never {huck ground with a 
line of fixty fathoms: this increafed the dang(,r, 
as we could not anchor, however urgent the ne
ceffity might be. At length we difcovered a 
lurking rock, in the middle of one of thefe beds 
of weeds, and even with the furface of the fea. 
This was fufficiently alarming, to make us rake: 
every precaution to avoid danger. 

We were now about eight miles to the fouth
'Ward of Howe's Foreland; acrofs ria mouth of a 

D 3 large 
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a mile. W~ found no bottom with forty fathollls 

()fline. 
After paffing through this channel; we fa~ a 

bay on the fouth-fide of Cape Cumberland, run
ning in three leagues to the weftward. It is 
formed by Cape Cumberland to the north, and 
by a promontory to the (outh. Captain Cook 
named this promontory Point Pringle, as a com
pliment to Sir John Pringle, Prefident of the 
Royal Society. The bottom of this bay was caU
ed Cumberland Bay", 

The coalt is formed into a fifth bay, to the 
fouthward of Point Pringle. In this bay, which 
4Ibtained the name of White Bay, are feveral 
leffer bays or coves, which appeared to be .1hel. 
tered from all winds. Off the routh-poine, feve
ral rocks raife their heads ,above water, and pro
bably there are many others that do not. 

The land which firll: opened off Cape Fran~ols.:, 
in the direCl:ion of fouth sl eaft, we had kept 
on our larboard-bow, thinking it was an ifiand, 
and that we iliould difcover a paffage between 
that and the main; but we found it to be a pe
ninfula, joined £0 th€ reLl: of the eoaft by a low 
iLl:hmus. The bay ~ formed by this penimfula, 
Captain Cook named Repulfe Bay. The nor:-
thern point of the peninfula was named Howe".s 
Foreland, in honour of Lord Howe. 

Drawing near it, we obferved forne rocks and. 
breakers not far from the north-weit part, a~d two 

iflands 
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ifiands to the eaftward of it, which, at firft, ap
peared as one. We fteered between them and 
the foreland, and were in the middle of the chan
nel by. twelve o'clock. The land of this fore
land or peninfula, is of a tolerable height, and 0' 
a hilly and rocky fubftance. The coaft is low, 
and almoft covered with fea-birds. We alfo faw 
Come feals upon the beaches. 

Having cleared the rocks and ina~ds before .. 
mentioned, we perceived the whole fea before us 
to be chequered with large beds of rock-weed, 
which was faft -to the bottom. There is often 
found a great depth of water upon fuch fhoals, 
and rocks have, as often, raifed their heads al
moR: to the furface of the water. It is always 
dangerous to fail over them, efpecially when 
there is no furge oCthe fea to difcover the dan
ger. We endeavoured to avoid the rocks, by 
fteering through the winding channels by whicn / 

they were feparated. Though the lead was con
tinually going, we never {huck ground with a 
line of fixty fathoms: this increafed the dang~r, 
as we could not anchor, however urgent the ne
ceffity might be. At length we difcovered a 
~urking rock, in the middle of one of thefe beds 
Df weeds, and even with the furface of the fea. 
This was fufficiently alarming, to make us take: 
~very precaution to avoid danger. 

We were now about .eight miles to the fourh
ward of Howe's Foreland; aerofs tlla mouth of a 

D 3 large 
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large bay. In this bay are feveral· rocks, low 

Wands, and beds of fea·weed; but there appear;

ed to be winding channels between them. We 
were {() much emoJ.rrafr,d with thefe {hoals, that 

we hauled off to the eafiward, in hopes of extri

.cating ourfelves frolD our difficulties; but this 

plunged us into greater, and we found it abfo

lutely necdfary to fecure the. ihips, if pomble, 

before night, efpecially as the weather was hazy, 
and a fog was apprehended. 

Seeing {(jme inlets to the fouth-weft, Captain 

-Cook ordered Captain Clerke (the pifcovery 

drawing lcfs water than the Refolution) to lead 

in for the i110re, which was immediately attempt,. . 

.cd: after running over the edges of[everal fhoals, 

on which was found from ten to twenty fathoms 

w4ter, Captain Clerke made the fignill for hav ... 

jng difcovered an harbour, in which we anchor

'ed in fifteen fathoms water) <lbout fiv~ o'clock in 
the evening. 

No fooner were the ill i ps fecured, than it be,. 
gan to blow fo very {hong, that we deemed it 

necdfary to {hike top-gallant y~rcis. Tlle wea, 

ther, however, continued fair, and it prefently 

becam~ clear, the wind having difperfed the fog 
that haq fettled on the hills. As [0011, th(:refore, 

::as we h'lq ~nchored, C<lptain Cook ordereQ two 

boats to be hoi fled out; in one of which he dif,. 

_patched Mr. Bligh, the Mafter, to furvey the 

J.1pper pan qf rhe harbour~ and look out for wooq. 

H; 
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Healro ddired Captain Clerke to fend his Maf
ter to found the channel, fouth of the fmall iOes, 
-and went himfelf, in his other boat, accompanied 

by Mr. Gore and Mr. Bailey, and landed on the 
north point, to fee what difcovery could be made 
from thence. 

From an hill-over the point, they had a view 
of the rea-coafi, as far as Howe's Foreland. Se
veral fmall iOands, rocks, and breakers, were 
{'Cattered along the coaft, and there appeared no 
better channel to get out, of the harbour, than 
that by which they had entered it. 

While Captain Cook and Mr. Bailey were mak
ing there obfervations, Mr. Gore encompaffed 
the hill, ancl joined them at the place where the 
boat was attending for them. There was nothing 
to obftruB: their walk, except fome craggy pre
cipices; the country being, if poffible-3 more bar
ren and defolate than that about Chriftmas Har
-bour. There was neit.:her food nor covering for 
cattle of any fort, and, if any had been left, they 
muft inevitably have perilhed. In the iittle cove, 
where their boat was waiting for them (which 
Captain Cook called Penguin Cove, from the 
immenfe numbers of thofe birds appearing there) 
-is a fine river of frelh water, which we could ap
proach without difficulty. Some large feals, lhags, 
and a few ducks were feen here; and Mr. Bailey 
had a glance of a very fmall land-bird, but it flew 
among the rocks, and they loft it. 
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At nine o'clock they got on board, and Mr. 
Bligh returned foon after. He reported that he 
had been four miles up the harbour; that its di
reCtion was weft fbuth-weft j that its breadth near 
the ihips did not exceed a mile j that the found
inO's were from thirty-feven to ten fathoms; and 

b , 

.that, having landed on both ihores, he found the 
land barren and rocky, without a tree or llirub, 
or hardly any appearance of verdure. 

The next morning we weighed anchor, and put 
out to fea. This harbour was named Port Pal
hfer, in honour of Admiral Sir Hugh Pallifer. 
In getting out to fea, we, in general, fteered 
through the winding channels among the {boals, 
though we fometimes ventured to run over fame 
_of them, on which we never found lefs than eigh ... 
teen fathoms ~ater; they would not, therefore; 
have been difcovered, had it not been for the fea. 
weed growing upon them. 

Having got three or fouf leagues from the 
co aft, we found a clear rea, and, about nine o'clock, 
difcovered a round hill, like a fugar-loaf, bear
ing fouth-eaft, and a fmall ifland to the north
ward of it, diftant about four leagues. Captaift 
Cook named the fugar-Ioaf hill 'Mount Campbell; 
a~ noon it bore fouch 47° weft; a low point bore 
fouth-eaft, at the diftance of ahout twenty miles; 
and we were little more than two leagues from t~ 
1h()re.-

1 Tho 
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The 'land . here, in general, is low and level. 
The mountains end about five leagues from the 
low point, leaving a great extent of low land, on 
which Mount Campbell is fituated. T~ere moun
tains feemed to be compofed of naked rocks, whore 
fummits were covered with fnow; and nothing 
but iterility was to be feen in the vallies. 

At noon we perceivctd low land, opening off 
. the Jow'point juft mentioned, in the direction 

of fouth fouth-eaft. It proved to be the eaftern 
extremity of this land, and was named Cape 
Digby. Between Howe's Foreland and Cape 
Digby, the fhore' forms one great bay, extending 
feveral leagues to the fouth-weft. A vaft quan
tity of rea-weed grows over it, which feemed to 
be fuch as Mr. Banks diiEnguifhed by the name 
of tucus giganteus. Though the item of this 
weed is not much thicker than a man's thumb. 
fome of it grows to the amazing length of fix:ty 
fathoms. 

At one o'clock, feeing a fmall bending in the 
~oaft, on the north fide of Cape Digby, we fteer
ed for it, with an intention to anchor there; but> 
being difappointed ih our views, we pufhed for
ward,· :in order to fee as much as pomble of the 
coaft before night. From Cape Digby, it t~ends 

,nearly fouth. weft by fourh to :.dow point, to which 
Captain Cook gave the name of Point Charlotte, 
in honour of our amiable ~een. 

In 
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Ill' the direB:ion of fouth fouth-weft, about' fix 
Jeag~s from Cape Digby, is a pretty high pro~ 
jetting point, called the Prince of Wales's Fore
land; and fix leagues beyond that, in the fame 
direction, is the moft foutherly point of the whole 

coaft, which, in honour of his Majefty, was dif
tinguifned by the name of Cape George. 

Between Point Charlotte, and the Pr~nceof 
"Vales's Foreland, we· difcovered a deep inlet, 
which was called Royal Sound; and, advancing 
to the fouth, we faw another inlet into the Royal 
Sound, on the fauth-weft fide of the Prince bf 
Wales's Foreland. 

On the fauth-weft fide of the Royal Sound:, all 
the land to Cape George confifts of elevated hills, 
gradually rifing from the fea to <. confiderabie 
height; they were naked and barren, and their 
fummits capt with fnow. Not a veftige of a tree 
or fl1fub was to be feen. Some of the low land 
about Cape Digby feemed to be covered with a 
green turf, but a confiderable part of it appeared 
quite naked. Penguins, and other oceanic birds, 
Were numerous on the beaches, and fhags innu
merable kept flying abollt our fhips. 

Dellrous of getting the length of Cape George~ 
Captain Cook continued to ftretch to the fauth, 
! ill between feven and eight o'clock; when, fee,.. 
ing no probability of accomplifhing his defign:, 
he took the advantage of the wind> which had 
ihifte:d to weft fouth-weft, (the direction in 
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vhich we wanted to go) and -ftood away from 
he coaft. 

Cape George now bore fouth 5:/ weft, dif
ant about [even leagues.' We faw no land to 
;je [outh of it, except a fmall ifland that lies off' 
he pitch of the Cape; and a fouth-weft fwell, 
iVhich we met -when we brought the Cape to bear 
n this direction, almoft convinced us that there 
~as no more in that quarter. 

The French difcoverers imagined Cape Fran
rois to be the projecting point of a fouthern con
inent. The Engli{h have difcovered that no 

uch continent exifts, and that the land in quef
:ion is an Wand of finall extent; which, from its 
lerility, migh~ properly'becalled the riland of 
Defolation; but Captain Cook was unwilling to 
·ob Monfieur de Kerguelen of the honour of its 
:)earing his name. 

Mr. Anderfon, who, during the {hort time we 
,ay in Chriftmas Harbour, loft no opportunity of 
-earching the country in every direction, relates 
:he following particulars. 

No place, (fays he) hitherto difcovered in either 
1emifphere, affords fo f~anty a field for the na....
:uralift as this fteril fpot. Some verdure, indeed, 
lppeared, when at fl fmall diftance from the fhore, 
~hich might raife the expectation of meeting with 
L little herbage; but all this lively appearance 
rvasoccafioned by one finaU plant, refembling 
~xifragel,which~.gtew lip the hills in large fpead .. 

ing 



ing tufts, on a kind ~( rotten turr, whicb~' If 
dried, might ferve for fuel, and was th~ only thing 
feen here that could pofiibly be applied to that 

purpofe. 
Another plant, which grew to near the height 

of two feet, was pretty plentifully fcattered about 
the boggy declivities: it had the appearance of a 
fmall cabbage when it was fhot into feeds. It had 
the watery acrid tafre of the antifcorbutic plants, 
though it materrally differed from ~he whole tribe. 
When eaten raw, it was not unlike the New-Zea
land fcurvy-gra~; but when boiled, it acquired a 
rank flavour. At this time, none of its feeds 
were ripe enough to be brought home, and intro
duced into our Engiilh kitchen-gardens. 

Near the brooks and boggy places were found 
two other {mall plants, which were eaten as [allad j 

the one like garden crelfes, and very hot; ana 
the other very mild: the latter is· a curiofity, hav
ing not only male and female, but alfo androgy. 
nus plants. 

Some coarre grars grew pretty plentifully in a 
few {mall fpots near the harbour, whi~h was cut 
down for our cattle. In {hort, the whole cata
logue of plants did not exceed eighteen, includ·ing 
a beautiful fpecies of lichen, and feveral forts'of 
mofs. N or was there the appearance of a tree or 
~rub in the whole country. 
\') Among the animals, the moll: confiderable were 
feals, which were diftin!ruilhedby the name of o . 

fea-
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fea'::bears; being the fort that are called the urfine 
feal. They come onthore to repofe and breed. 
At that time they were·fheddiag their hair, and 
(0 remarkably tame) that there was no diflkulty 
in killing them. 

No othe-r q uadnlped was feen; but a great 
number of oceanic birds, as ducks, ihags, petrels~ 
&c. The ~:llllcks were fomewhat like a widgeon, 
both in fize and figure; a con·fiderable number of 
them were killed and eaten: they wereexceUent 
food, and had not the leafr fiihy ,tafre. 

The Cape petrel, the' fmall hlueone, and th.e . 
fmall black one, or Mother Carey's chicken. 
were not in plenty here; but another fort, which is 
the largeft of the petrels, and called by the fea
men Mother Carey~s goofe, is found in abun
dance. This petrel is as large as an albatro[s, 
and is carnivorous, feeding on the dead carcaires 
of feals, birds, &c. 

The greateft number of bitds here were pen
guins, which cob:!ift of three forts. The head of 
the :largeft. is black, the upper part of the body 
of a leaden-grey, the under part white, and du~ 
f-ett Mack; two. -broad. ib:ipes of fine yeUo-w de
fcend from the head to the 'breaft; the bill is of a 
reddiih colour, and Junger than in the other forts. 
The recond fort is about half the fizlt of the for
mer. It is:of:a blackiih .grey 0n the upper part 
!i>f t~ boay, and ·has a white ~onltkr~ 1.IPPt'f 
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part of the head. The bin and feet are yellowiJ'h. 
In the third fort, the upper part of the body and 
throat are black, the refl: white, except the top 
of the head, which is ornamented with a fine 
yellow arch, which it caR ereCt as two crefts. 

The fhags here were of twO forts, viz. the 
leffer corvorant, or water-crow, and another with 
a blackifh back and a white belly. The fea~ 
fwallow, the tern, the common fea-gull, and the 
Port EO'mont hen, were alfo found here. 

, 0 

Large flocks of a' fingular kind of white bird 
fi~w about here, having the bafe of the bill co
vered with a horny cruft. It had a black bill and 
white feet, was fomewhat larger than a pigeon~ 
and the flefh tafted like that of a duck. 

The fdne was once hauled, when we found a 
few--fifh about the fize of a fmall haddock. The 
only fhell-fifh we faw here, were a few limpets 
and mufcles. 

Many of the hills, notwithftanding they were' 
of a moderate height, were at that time covere(} 
with fnow, though anfwering to our June. It is 
reafonable to imagine that rain muft be very fre
quent here, -as well from the marks of large tor
rents having rufued down, as from the appearance 
of the country; which" even on the hills, was a 
continued bog or fwamp. 
: The rocks confift principally of a dark blue 
and very hard fiQ.ne, intermixed with particles of 
.... 1: ..... . ' £UUi~r 
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glimmer or quartz. Some confiderable rocks 
were alfo formed here from a brownilh brittle 

frone. 

C HAP. VI. 

PaJlage of the Ships from Kerguelen' s to Van Diemen's 
Land-'Ihe Rejolution damaged by a Squall
Arrival in Adventure Bay-Various Interviews 
with the Inhabitants-Dejcription ()f their Per
jons, DreJs, Manners, and Cujloms-Mr. An
,:derjon's Remarks on the Character and Language .f the Natives, and on the' various Productions 

of the Coun.try. 

CAPTAIN Cook intending, purfuant to the 
infrruCtjons he had received, to proceed 

next to New.Zealand, to take in wood and water~ 
an~ provide hay for the cattle, fleered eaft, by 
north from Kerguelen's Land. The 31ft of De
cem;ber, our longitude, by obfervation of the fun 
and moon, was 72° 33' 3611 eaft; and on the firft 
day of the year 1777, we were in the latitude of 
48° 4-1' fauth, longitude 76° 501 eaft. Till the 
3d of January the weather was tolerably clear, 
~ith frdh gales from the weft and fouth-~eft; 
but now the wind v~~red to the north, and con· 

tinued. 
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ti.lJll)ed in that quarter eight days; during which, 
though there was at the fame time a thick fog, we 
ran upwards of three hundred leagues, chiefly in 

the dark; the fun, indeed, fometimes made its 
appearance, but .very rarely. On the 7th, Cap
tain Cook difpatched a boat with orders to Cap .. 
tain Clerke, fixing their rendezvous at Advent'ure 
Bay, in Van Diemen's Land, if the fhips fhould 
happen to feparate before they arrived there. 
H{)w~:ver~ we had the good fortune oot to lo~ 
company with each other. On Sunday the 12tlt, 
the northerly wi.nds were fucceeded by a ca.Jrn, 
which was Coon followed by a fOl,ltherly wi.nd. 
Our latitude was now 48° 40" (outh, longinide 
J 10° 26f cafr. The wind blew from the fou\:h a 
whole day, and then veering to the weft a.nd, nOJ;lh .. 
weft, brought on fome fair weather. 

On the 19th, a fudden 1quall carried away the 
'Refolution's fore-tap-maft, and main-top-gallant:.-
1TI~fr, which occafioned fame delay in fitting an9-
ther top-maft. The former was repaired without 

the 10f5 of any part of it. The wind frill remain
ing at the weft point, we had clear weather; and 
on the 14rh, in the morning, we difcovered the 
C():!fr of Van Diemen's Land, bearing north t weft. 
Several iflands and elevated rocks lie dilperf-ed. 
alon.g rhe-coafl:, the mon: fourherly gf which is the 
MeW-ftone. Our latit,ude, at no-on, was 43" 47' 
fauth, longitude 141" ea'ft, the fouth-eaft or foud\ 
~ape being near three leagues diftant. Captain 

Cook 
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Cook gave the name of the Eddyftoneto a rock 
that lies .about a league to the eaftward of Swilly 
Hle or Rock,. on account of its fhiking re[em
blance to Eddyftone light-houfe. Thefe two 
rocks may; even in the night, be [een at a con ... 
fiderable diftance, and are the fummits of a ledge 
of rocks under water. On the north-eaft fide of' 
Storm Bay, are fame creeks that [eern tolerably 
1heltered.l .and if this coaft was carefully exa
mined, feveral good harbours would moft pro
bably be found. 

The 26th; at noon, a breeze [prung up at 
fouth-eaft, which gave Captain Cook an opportu
nity of t'){ecuting his defign of carrying the fhips 
into .Adventure Bay, where we anchored at four 
olclock·in the afternoon in twelve fathoms water, 
about three quarters of a mile from the fhore. 
The Captains Cook and Clerke then went, in fe
parate boats; iri feareh of convenient [pots for 
waoding; watetiJilg; and tnaking hay. They 
found plenty of wood and Water, but very little 
grats. The next morning Captain Cook detach. 
ed two parties, under the coriduB: of Lieutenant 
king, to the eaft fide of the bay, to edt wood 
and grafs, fame, tnarinesattending them as a 
guard, though none of the natives had yet ap
peared. He alfo rent the launch to provide water 
for the .thips; and afterwards paid a vifit to the 
patties thus employed • 
. Ym.. I. ..... N° I. E Ia 
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In 6e evening we drew the· [eine; and caugnt 

a great quantity of fi/b, with which this bay 
abounds; and we fhould have procured more, if 
the net had not broken. Everyone now came 011 

board with the ftlppl-ies chey had obtained; but 
next morniflg,. the wind not being fair for failing, 

they were· again fent on fuore on the fame duty; 
a:nd Mr. Roberts, one of the Mates, was dif
patched in a boat to examine the bay. We had 
obferved columns of fin-oke in different parts, 

from the time of our approaching the coaft; but 
we raw none of the nati'Ves till the afternoon of 
the 28th, when eight men and a boy furprifed us 

with a viGt at our wooding-place. They ap
proached us with the greateft confidence, none ·of 
them having any weapons except OITe, who had a 

fuort frick pointed at one end.. They were of a 
middling ftature, and fomewhat £lender; their 
hair was bJack and woolly, and their ikin was 
alfo black. They were entirely naked, with large 
punCtures or ridges, fome in curved, and others 

infrraight lines, on different parts of their bQdies. 
Their lips were not remarkably thick, nor their 

nofes very fiat: . their features, on the contrary" 
were not unpleaGng, their eyes pretty good" and 
their teeth tolerably even and regular~ though 
uceedingly dirty. The faces of fame of them 
were painted with a red ointment, and molt of 
them [meared their hair and beards with the fame
compofition. When we offered them prefeAJS. 

they 
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they received them without any apparent fatif
faction. They either returned, or threw away 
fome bread that was given them, without even, 
tafting it: they likewife refufed fome elephant 
fiili; but when we gave them fome birds, they 
kept them. Two pigs having been brought on 
1hore to be left in the woods, they feized them by 
the ears, and feemed inclined to carry them off, 
with. an intention, as we [uppofed, of killing 
them. 

Captain Cook wiiliing to know the ule of the' 
frick which on~ of the favages held in his hand, 
made figns to them to !hew him; upon which one 
of them took aim at a piece of wood placed as a 
mark, about the diftance of twenty yards; but, 
after feverateffays, he was Hill wide of the mark. 
Omai, to iliew the great fuperiority of our wea
pons, immediately fired his mufquet at it, which 
unexpected noife fo alarmed dIem, that they ran 
into the woods with uncommon fpeed; and one of 
them was fo terrified, that he let fall two knives 
and an axe which he had received fi'om us. They 
then went to the place where the crew of the Dif
(overy were watering; but the officer of that 
party firing a mufquet in the air, they fled with 
great precipitation .. 

Imrnediately after they had retired, Captain 
Cook ordered the'cwo pigs; one a male and the 
other a female, to be carried about a mile within 
the 'woods, and he himfelf faw them lefe there, 

E 2 taking 
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takinO' care that none of the natives fhould ob. 
o 

ferve what was palling. He alfo intended to have 
left a young bull and a cow, befides fame goats 
and fheep; but he foon re1inquifhed that defign, 
being of opinion that the natives would de11:roy 
them; which he fuppofed would be the fate ~f the 
pigs, if theyfhould chance to find them .out. But 
as [wine foon become wild, and are fond of '~ing 
in the woods, it is probable that they were pre
ferved. The other cattle could not have remained 
long concealed from the ravages, as they mull 
have been put into an open place. 

We were prevented from failing on the 29th by 
a dead calm, which continued the whole day. 
Captain Cook, therefore, fent parties on ·jhore to 
cut wood and grafs, as ufual; and he accolnpa-rmo 
the wooding party himfelf. 800n after our land
ing, about twenty of them joined US', one -of whom 
was diftinguifhed not only by his deformity, but 
by the drollery of his gefticulations,.ancl ,~he feem
iog humour of his fpeeches, which, ho,w-ever., w~ 
could not underftand. Thofe whom we now firw 
differed in fame refpects, particulady in the tex
ture of the hair, from the natives- of the more 
northerly parts of this country, whom C.aptain 
Cook met with in his firft voyage. 50me of otlr 
prefent company had a flip ,of ,the kangof)roO (kin 
round their aneles.; and Dthel's wore round :their 
necks fome [mall cord, made offur. They teemed 
not to value iron, but were apparently pIeafed 

witb 
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with the medals a'nd 'beads that were given them. 
They did not even appear to know the ufe of 
fifh-hooks, though it is more than probable, that 
they were acquainted with fome method of catch
ing filh. 

Their habitations were fmall hovels or 1heds 
built of fricks, a·nd covered with the bark of 
trees. We had alfo good reafon to ruppofe, that 
they fometimes took up their refidence in the 
trunks of large trees) hollowed out by fire. 

Captain Cook, on leaving the wooding party, 
went to the grafs-cutters, and having feen the 
boat$- loaded with hay, returned on board. He 
had juft qllitted the 1hore, when feveral women 
and children appeared, and were introduced to 
Lieutenant King by the men who accompanied 
them. Thefe f~males Wore ~ kangooroo lkin 
faftened over their 1houlders, the only ufe of 
which feemed to be, to fupport their chilqren on 
their backs, for it left thofe parts uncovered which 
modefty directs us to conceal. Their bod,ies were 
black, and marked with fcars lil{e thofe of the 
men; from whom, however, they differed; i~ 

having their heads 1haved; fome of th.em being 
completely fhorn, others only on one fide, while 
~he reft of them had the upper part of their heads 
Olaved, leaving a very narrow circle of hair all 
round. They were far frQm being handfome; 

ll(~wever, fome of our gentlemen paid their ad-
E 3 dfeff~s 
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dreIfes to them~ and made li?eral offers, but 
without effecr. 

In the afternoon Captain Cook went again on 

{hore, and found the grafs-cutters on Penguin 

IOand~ where they had met with excellent grafs 
in the greateft abundance. The different parties.
laboured hard till the evening, and then, having 
provided a fufficient quantity of what was moft 

wanted, returned on board. 
During our continuance in Van Diemen's Land, 

we had either light airs from the eaft, or calms: 
we therefore loft little or no time by touching on 
this coaft. This land was difcovered in N ovem
ber 164'2, by Tafman, who gave it the name of 
Van Diemen's Land. Captain Furneaux touched 
at it in March 1773. It is the fouthern point of 
New Holland, which is by far the largeft ifiand in 
the known world, and almoft deferves the name 
of a continent. The land is diverfified with hills 
and vallies, and well wooded. The only wind to 
which Adventure Bay is expofed, is the north-eaft; 
and, upon the whole, this may be confidered as a 
very fafe road. Its latitude is 43° 21' 20" fouth, 
and its longitude 147 0 29' eaft. 

Mr. Anderfon, furgeon of the Refolution., em
ployec\ himfdf in examining the country' during 
our continuance in Adventure Bay. His remarks 
on the inhabitants and their lano-uao-e and his 

::> b' 

account of the natural productions of the coun-
try, are to the follo~ing purport. There is a 

beau-
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beautiful fandy beach, about twcY miles long, at 
the bottom of Adventure Bay, formed to all ap
pe.arance by the particles which the fea wafhes· 
from a fine white fand-ftone. This beach is very 
well adapted for hauling a feine. Behind it is a 
piain, with a brackifh lake, out of which we 
caught, by angling, fome 9r~am and trout. The 
parts adjoining the bqy are momy hilly, and are 
an entire forefl: of tall trees, rendered alrnoft im
paifable by bra~es of fern, fhrubs, &c. The 
foil on the flat land, and on the lower part of the 
hills, is fandy, or confifts of a yellowifh earth, 
and in fome parts of a reddifh clay; but further 
up the hills, it is of a grey tough caft. This 
country, upon the whole, b,ears )nany marks of 
being very dry, aod the he~t app~ars to be great. 
NQ mineral bodies, nor ftones of any other kind 
that:l the white fand.,.ftone, were obierved by us; 
nor could we find any vegetables th:1t afforded 
fubfiftence for man. The foreft-trees are all of 
.one kind, and generally quite ftraight: they bear 
clufters of finall white flowers. The principal 
plqnts we obferved were wood-farrel, milk-wort, 
cudweed, bell-flower, gladiolus, famphire, and 
feveralkinds of fern. The only quadruped we 
faw diftinCl:ly was a fpecies of opo{fum, aQout 
twice the fize of a large rat. The kangooroo, 
found further northward in New Holland, may 
~lfo be fuppo[ec;l to inhabit here, as fome of the 
~.\lhabitants had pieces of the !kin of that animal. 

E 1- The 
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The principal forts of birds in the woods are 
brown hawks or eagles, crows, large pig!'ons, yel
lowilh paroquets, ~nd a fpecies which we called 
motacilla cyarzca, from the beautiful azure colour 
of its head and neck. On the fuore were fev-end 
gulls, black oyfier-catchers, or fea-pies~ and plo
vers of a fione.colour. 

We obferved in the woods forne blackith 
fnakes that were pretty large, and we killed a 
lizard which was fift~en inches long and fix round, 
beautifully clouded with yellow and bJack. 

Arnopg a vari~ty of fith we caught forne large 
rays, nurfes, leather-jackets, bream, foles~ floun· 
ders, gurnards, and elephant-f1lh; befides a fort 
which we did not recolleCt to have fe~n before~ 

and which partakes of the natu,re both of a roun~ 
and a fiat fifh. Upon the rocks are mufdes and 
other fhell-fifh; and upon the b~,ach we found 
(orne rretty Medura's heads. Th'e mofi trouble~ 
feme infeCts we met wi~h were the mufquitoes~ 
and a large plack ant, whore bite inflitl:s extreme 
pam. 

The inhapitants reerned. mild and chearful, 
with little of ~h'a~ wi~d appearance that favages 
in general have~ They are a~mo~ totally devoi~ 
of perronal acriviW or genius, and are nearly 
upon a par with the w{etehecl nativ~s of Terra del 
Fu~go; They difplay, ho~ever,fomecontriv
a,ne: in, th~ir method of Cutting their arms a~ 
~~dle!110 hnes of diff~ront dire4ions, raifed above 
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the furface of the fkin. Their indifference for 
our prefents, their general inattention, and want 
pf curiofity, were very remarkable, and teftified 

no acutenefs of unckrftanding. Their com
plexion is a dull black, which they fometimes 
heighten by finutting their bodies, as we fup
pofed, from their leaving a mark behincl on any 
clean fubftance. Their hair is perreCtly woolly, 
and is clotted with greafe and red ochre, like that 
of the Hottentots. Their nofes are broad and 
full, and the lower part of the face projects con
fiderably. Their eyes are of a moderate fize, and 
though they are not very quick or piercing, they 
give the countenance a frank, chearful, and 
pleaGng caft. Their teeth are not very white, nor 
well fet, and their mouths are too wide: they 
wear their beards long, and clotted with paint. 
They are, upon the whole, well proportioned, 
though their belly is rather protuberant. Their 
favourite attitude is to ftand with one fide for
ward, and one hand grafping, acrofs the back, 
the oppofite arm, which, on this occafion, hangsJl 
pown by the fide that projects. 

Near the fuore in the bay, we obferved fome 
wretched conftructions of iticks covered with 
bark; but thefe feemed to have been only tem
porary, and they had converted many of their 
largefi trees into more comfortable and commo
dious habitations. The trunks Qf there were hol
~owed out to the height of fix or [even feet, by 

melBlS 



SS A VOYAGE TO THE 

means of fire. That they fom.etimes dwell in 
them, was manifeft, from their hearths in the 
middle made of clay, round which four or five 
perfons might fit. Thefe places of fhelter are 
rendered durable, by their leaving one fide of the 
tree found, fa that it continues growing with grea~ 

luxuriance. 
That the natives of Van Diemen's Land ori .. 

gin ate from the [arne ftock with thofe who in
habit the northern parts of New Holland, [eerns 
evident. Though they differ in many refpecb, 
their diffimilarity may be reafonably accounted 
for, from the united confideqtions of diftance of 
place, length of time, total feparati~n~ ~nd di~ 
verfity of climate. 

As the inhabitants of New Holland feem all to 
have fprung from one common fource, there is 
nQthing very peculiar in them; for they greatly 
refemble the favages of the if1ands of Tanna and 
Manicola. There is even fame reafon for fup
pofing, that they may originally have come 
from the fame place with all the nati ves of the 
Pacific Ocean: for, of about ten words whic4 
we found means to get from them, that which is 
ufed to exprefs cold, is very fimilar to that of N ew
Zealand and Otaheite; the firft- being mallareede, 
the fecond nzakka'reede, and the third ma'reede. 
The remainder of our [canty vocabulary of "Van 
Diemen's Land is as follows, viz. 

3 ~adne) 



P. A elF I C Q C E A N. 59 

~adne) 

Eve'rai, 
Muidje, 
Ka'my, 
Lltle'renne, 
Koy'gee, 
Teegera, 
No'orrga, 
Toga'rago, 

a woman. 
the eye. 
the noJe. 
the teeth, mouth, or tongue. 

a Jmall bird, living in the woods hett. 
the ear. 

to eat. 
elevated fears on the body. 
[ will go, or I muft be gone. 

It will probably be fOl.md, upon a diligent en
quiry, and an accurate comparifon drawn from 
the affinity of languages, that all the people from 
New Holland, eaftward to Eafter lOand, are of 
the fame extraCtion. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. VII. 

Coude to Ne7.Q-Zealand-'I'ranJaclions in £t.ueen 
Charlotte's Sflund-Intercouife with the New
Zealanders-crheir Dexterity in building Huts
Information with regarc/jo the MaJ!acre of Cap
tain Furneaux's Peop1e.-'Jwo violent Storms--. 
Account of Kahoora, who headed the Party that 
killed our People-Of the tW(J Youths who ac
tompany us on board-Captai~z Cook's Objerv/l-o 
lions on the Inhabitants of New-:z.ealal1d. 

ON the 30th of January, in die morning, we 
weighed anchor with a light wefferly breezeJ 

from Adventure Bay. Soon after we haq put tQ 
fea, the wind became foutherly, and produced 
a perfea il:orm; but veering ip the evening tQ 
the eail: and north-eaft, its fury hegan to abate, 
This wind was attended with an almoit'intoler
able heat, which, however, was of fb {hort a con .. 
tinuance, that fome of our company did not per"'! 
ceive it. 

In the night, between the 6th and 7th of Fe
bruary, one of the Difcovery's marines fell over
board and was drowned. On the loth, in the 
afternoon, we defcried the coaft of New-Zealand, 
at the diil:ance of eight or nine leagues. We 
then fteered for Cape Farewell, and afterwards 
for Stephens's Wand; and, in the morning of the 

~2th" 
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12th, anchored in Ship Cove, ~een Charlotte;s 
Sound. We foon after landed many empty water· 
caiks, and cleared a place for two obfervatories. 

In the mean time feveral canoes came along-fide 

of our fhips; but very few of thofe who were in 

them would venture on board. This fhynefs ap. 
peared the more extraordinary, as Captain Cook 
was well known to all of them; and as one man 
in particular among the prefent group, had been 

treated by him with diftinguiflled kindnefs dur

ing a former voyage. This man, however, could 

not by any means be prevailed on to come 

aboard. We could only account for this referve 

by fuppofing, that they were apprehenfi ve of our 
revenging the death of Captain Furneaux's peo

ple who had been killed here. But, upon Cap
tain Cook's a!furing them of the continuance of 
his friendfhip, and that he fhould not moleft 
them on that account, they foon laid aude all ap
pearance of fufpicion and diftnlfr. The next 

day we pitched two tents, and erected the obfer

vatories, in which 1\1e!frs. King and Baily im
mediately commenced their aftronomical opera

tions. Two of our men were employed in brew
ing fpruce beer; while others filled the water

calks, colleCted grafs for the cattle, and cut wood. 
Thofe who remained on board were occupied in 
repairing the rigging, and performing the necef

fary duty of the fi1ips, A guard of marines was 
appointed for the proteCtion of the different par-

ties 



62 A VOYAGE TO TAt 

ties on !hore, and anns were given to all th~ 
workmen, to repel all attacks from the natives, 
if they had been inclined to moleft us; but this 

did not appear to be the cafe. 
During the courfe of this day, many families 

came from variollS parts of the coaft, and erected 
their huts clofe to our encampment. The faci
lity with which they build' thefe temporary habi
tations, is remarkable. They have been feen to 
erect abov.e twenty of them on a fpot of ground; 
which was covered with plants and fhrubs not an 
hour before. Captain Cook was prefent when a 
number of favages landed, and built a village of 
this kind. They had no fooner leaped from the 
canoes, than they tore up the ihrubs and plants 

from the ground they had fixed upon, or put up 
fome part of the framing of a hut. While the 
men were thus employed, the women took care 
of the canoes, fecured the provifions and utenfilsj' 
and gathered dry fricks, to ferve as materials for 
a fire. Thefe huts are fufficiently calculated for 
affording fhelter from the rain and wind. The 
fame tribe or family, however large, generallY
aff9ciate and build together; fo that their towns 
and villages are ufually divided by palifades into 
feparate difrricts. 

We received confiderabl!= advantage from the 
natives coming to live with us; for, every day; 
fome of them were occupied in catchina fifh a b , 

~ood fuare of which we generally procured by 
exchanges.' 
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exchanges. Befides fifh, we had other refi-dh
ments in abundance. Scurvy-grafs, celery, and 

portable foup, were boiled every day with the 
wheat and peafe; and we had fpruce beer (or OUf 

think. Such a regimen [oon removed all feeds 
of the fcurvy from our people, if any of them. 
had contracted it. Bllt indeed, on our ~rri\'al 

here, we had only two invalids in both fi1ips. 
We were occafionally vifited by other natives, 

befides thofe who lived clofe to us. Their arti

cles of traffic were fifh, curioGties, and women i 

the two. firft of which were fpeedily difpofed oC 
but the latter did not come to a good market, as 

our crew had conceived a difiike to them. Cap
tain Cook obferves upon this occauon, that he 
connived at a connection with women, bec::tufe 

he could not prevent it; but that he never en

couraged it, becaufe he dreaded its con(equences. 
Among our oecaGonal viGtors was a chief called 
Kahoora, who headed the party that cut off Cap
tain Furneaux's people. He was far from being 
beloved by his countrymen, fome of whom even 

importuned Captain Cook to kill him, at the 
fame time expreffing their difapprobati0l1 of him 
in the fevereft terms. A fhiking proof of the 
divifions that prevail among thefe people occur
red to us; for the inhabitants of each village', by 
turns, folicited OUf Commodore to deftroy lh~ 

~ther. 



It. VOYAGE TO THE 

Captain Cook; on the 15th, w.ent ina boat to 

fearch for (Yrafs, and vifited the hlppah,: or forti. 
fied vilIag;' at the fouth-weft point of ~he Wand 
of Motuara. He obferved tid inhabitari~at this 
village, though there were evident marks Qf its 
llaving been lately occupied; the .houfe~ and pali. 
fades being in a nate of good repaff.: No~ the 
{malleft veftige remained of the' Englil1, garOen. 
feeds which had been plan~eci at this hippp in 
177 3; during .Captain Cook's f.ec.(H,ld :VQy:~e. 
They had probably been all rooted out to mjlk,e 
room for buildings; for, at the other gardens 
then planted, we found radifhes, onions, leeks, 
cabbages, purflain, potatoes; &c. Tho~gh the 
natives of New-Ze.alan<l are fond of ~he 1;4-
mentioned root, they had not planted a lingle 
one, much lefs any of the other artick~ we -had 
introduced among them; 

Early in the morning of.the 16th,; the CaptaiPQ 
Cook and Clerke.; and feveral of the dffi.~rs and 
failors, accompanied by Omai and two New
Zealanders, fet out, in five boats, to colleCjJQd· 
der for the cattle. Having proceeded about 
three leagues lip the Sound, they land~d 'on the 
eaft fide', where they Ct,lt a fufficient -quanttqr of 
grafs to load the two launches. On their return 
down the Sound, they paid a vifit to Grafs COV~j 
the place where Captain Furneau~1s people had 
been maifacred. They here met with Ca'p~in 
Cook's old friend Pedro, who is mentioned by 

him 
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him in the hiftory of his [econd voyage. He, 

and another New-Zealander, received them on 
the beach, armed with the fpear and paroo, 
though not without manifefl Dgns of feat. Their 
apprehenfions, however, were quickly diffipated 
by a few prefents, which brought down to the 
fuore two or three others of the family. 

During the continuance of our pahy at this 
place, the Commodore, being defirous of en
guiring into the particular circumftances relative 
to the maifacre of our countrymen, fixed upon 

Omai as an interpreter for that purpofe, as his 

language was a dialeCt of that of New-Zealand. 

Pedro, and the other natives who were prefent, 
none of whom had been concerned in that unfor

tunate tranfaCl.-ion, anfwered every queftion with. 

out referve. Their information iniported; that 
while our people wete at dinner, fome of the na
tives !tole, or fnatthed from them, foine fiib and 
bread, for which offence they received fome 

blows: a quarrel immediately enfued, and two 
of the favages were ihot dead, by the only two 
mufquets that were fired; for, before a third was 
difcharged, the natives rtJilied furiouOy upon our 
people, and being fuperior in numbet, deftroyed 
them all. Pedro and his companions al[o pointed 

out the very fpot where the fracas happened, and 

the place where the boat lay, ill which a black 

fetvant of Captain Futlleaux had been left to take 
care of it. 

Vo L. I.-'Nu 2. F Accord-
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According to an9ther account, this negro was 
the occafion of the quarrel; for, one of thena~ 

tives frealino- fomething out of the 1:10at~ the black o , 
gave him a violent blow with a frick. ~, His coun-
trymen hearing his cries at forne diftance, ima
gined he was killed, and immediately attacked 

our people, who, before they 'could reach the 
boat, or prepare themfelves againft the unex
peCted atrault, fell a facrifice to the fury of the 

exafperated favages. 
The former of thefe accounts\wascorroborated 

by the teftimony of many other natives, who 
<!ould hl;l.ve no intereft in difguifing the truth. 
The latter account refts upon the authority of the 
young New-Zealander, who quitted his country: 
for the /fake of going away with us, and who, 

therefore, could not be fuppofed to. be inclined 
to deceive us. As they all agreed, that the fray 
happened while the boat's crew were at dinner, 
both the accounts may be true; for it is. by no 
means improbable, that, while fome of the ifiand· 
e~s were ftealing from the man who had been)eft 
to guard the boat, other~ might take equalliber
ties with thofe who were on lhore. 

It appears, that there was no pre-meditated 
plan of bloodfued, and_ that, if thefe thefts had 
not been rather too haftily refented, allmifchiJ:f 
would have qee:n a,voided; for Kahoora's greateft 
enemies acknowledged, that he had no previ~us 
intention of quarrelling. With regard to the 

ooat, 
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boat, forne faid, that it'had beeri puiled' to pieces 
and burnt; while others airerted, thadt had been 
carried' off by a pariy of ihangers. , 

Ourpartycohtinued at Grafs Cove till the 
evening, c;"and then embarked to return to the 
1hips. ' They had fcarcely left the ihore, wheri 
the win,d began to blow violently at north-weft, 
fo t'hat it' was not without great difficulty that 
,:they could reach the ihips, where fome of the 
"boats did not arrive till the next morriing; and 
it was v,ery fortunate that ti'ley got on board then; 
for foon afterwards a perfect ftorm arofe. , To
wards the evening, however, the wind veeting to 
the .eait, brought on fair weathet. On Tuefday 
the 18th, Pedro and his whole family came to 

re1ide near us. The proper name of this chief 
was Mat,ahbuah; but fome of Captain Cook's 
people haed given him the appellation of Pedro 
in a former voyage. On the 20th we had another 
ftorm, oflefs duration than the former, but more 
violent j in confeq uence of which, both our ihips 
{huck their yards and t~p-mafts. Thektempefts 
are frequent hel"e; and the nearer the ihore; the 
morefenfible are their elfeets. 

On F.riday the 21ft, a tribe or family of about 
thirty perfons came from the upper part of the 
found to vi fit' us. Their Chlef was named To. 
matongeauooranuc: he was about the age of 
forty-6.ve, and had a frank, cheerful countenance; 

and, ,indeed, the rell: of his tribe were, upon ~he 
~ F 2. whole) 
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whole, the handfomeft of all the New-Zealanders 
that Captain Cook had ever feen. By this time 
upwards of two-thirds of the natives of ~een 
Charlotte's Sound had [ettled near us,numbers 
of whom daily refarted to the 1hips, and our en
campment on fuore; but the latter was moil: fre
quented, during the time when our people there 
were making feal blubber; for the favages were 
fa fond of train oil, that they relifued the very 
dregs of the caiks, and ikimmings of the kettle, 
and confidered the pure ftinking oil as a mot\: de
lightful feafr. 

When we had p,rocured a competent fupply of 
hay, wood, and water, we ftruck our tents, and 
the next morning, which was the 24th, weighed 
out of the Cove. But the wind not being fa fair 
as we could have wifued, we were obliged to caft 
anchor again near the Ine of Motuara. While 
we were getting under fail, Tomatongeauooranuc, 
Matahouah, and many others of the natives, 
came to take leave of us. Thefe two chiefs hav
ing requefted Captain Cook to prefent them with 
fame hogs and goats, he gave to Tomatongeau
ooranuc two pigs, a boar, and a fow; and to 
Matahouah two goats, a male and female, after 
they had promifed not to deftroy them. As for 
the anima1s1 which Captain Furneaux had lefe 
here1 Captain Cook was now told,. that they w~re 
all dead; but he was afterwards informed; by the 
two New-Zealand youths who went away. with 

Ui, 
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-Us, .that-Tir.atou., a popular chief, had in his pof,.. 
'fdEon many ,€ocks and hens, befides a [ow, 
.. Before we had been .long at anchor near Mo,.. 
tuara, feve~al canoes, filled with natives, came 
towards" U.S,; and carried' on a brifk trade with 
them for the curiofities of this place. In one of 
thefe . canoes! was Kahoora, whom Omai imme. 
'diately' pointed out to Captain Cook, and foli,.. 
cited him to fuoat that chief: he alfo threatened 
to behimfelf his executioner, if he fuould ever 
pre[ume, to pay us another vifit. Thefe menace& 
of Omai had fo little. influence upon Kahool'a~ 
that he r.eturned to us the next morning, accom
panied with his whole family. Om ai, having 
.obtained Captain Cook's permiffion to ail< him 
to come on board, introduced him into the cabin, 
faying; ,~ There is Kahoora; difpatch him." But, 
fearing perhaps that he fuould be caUed upon to 
put his forlller threats in execution, he infl:antly 
retired. He foon, however, returned; and per
ceivingthat the chief was unhurt, he earnefl:ly 
remonftrated to Captain Cook on the fubject, 
faying, that if a man killed another in England~ 
he was hanged for it j but that Kahoora had killed 
ten, and therefore jufl:ly deferved dea,th! Thefe 
arguments,h~wever pla,ufible, ~ad no weigh~ 
with our Commodore, 'who defireq Omai to alk 
the New-Zealand chie~ why he had defl:royed 
.captain Furneaux'speople? ~ahoora, confound,d at this queftio~, hung down his head, folded 

,F .~ his 
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his arms, and feemed ip ~xpea:a~ri. of imm~ .. 
diate d~ath: but, as foan as 'lie was affured of 

fafety, he became chearfuI. He appeared~ hoW
ever, unwilling to anfwer the queftibn 'w~ich had 
been put to him, till after repeareq. prorpifes,tha~ 
no violence 1bould be offered to him., He then 
ventured to inform us, that one' of the, natives 
having bio~ght a frone hatchet for the", purpoft 
of traffic; the' perrori to whom it was offered took 
it, and refufed either to ,;~ttirn it,or give ,any 
thing in exchange; upon which the owmrt of it 
feized fome bread, byway of equivalent; land 
~his gave, rife to the quarrel tnat enfued. He 
alfo mentioned, that he himfelf; during the dif
turbance, had 'a narrow efcape i for a mufquet 
was levelled at him, which he found means tq 
avoid byfkulking behi~ci the boat; and a~othet 
man, who happened 'to fraud clofe to him, was 
{hot dead: upon which Kahoora attacked: Mr~ 
Rowe, the officer who comma'llded the, party, 

who defended himfelf ~ith his hanger, with 
which he gave the chief a wound in his arm, till 
~e was overpowered by fuperiority' of' nuinbel'& 
Mr. Burn~y, whom Captain Furneaaxdifpatched 
the next day with an armed party in {earth ofmm 
people v:ho' wer~ miffing, ~ad, updn difcovering 
~he melancholy proofs of this cat~rOphe,fired 
feveral vollies arriongthe natives who were £WI 
on' t~e fpot, and' were probably p~takirlgof the 

homd banquet of human fiefh. It was reafon,-

abl~ 
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·ab1e to. fuppofe that this firi'og was not -ineffec

tual; but upon enquiry it appeared, that not a 
. flngle perfon had been killed, or even hurt, by the 
iliot which Mr. Burney's people had difcharged. 

Moft of the natives we had met with, expected 
that Captain Cook would take vengeance on Ka
hoora for his concern in the maffacre; and many 
of them not only \Yilhed it, but teftifiec1 th~ir 
furprife at the Captain's forbearance and mode
ration. As the chief muft have known this, it 
was a matter of aftonifhment that he fo often 
put himfelf in the power of our Commodore~ 
His two laft vifits, in particular, were made un
<ler fuch circumftances, that he could not have 
flattered himfe1f with a pro[pect of ~caping, haeJ 
the Captain been inclined to detain hini: and 
.yet, when his firft fears, on being queftioned, had 

fublicl"ecl, fo far was he from enterta~ning IJneafy 
fenfations, that, on feeing in the cabin a p9rtrait 
of a New-Zealander, he defired that his own like
flefs mi~ht be taken, and fat till Mi. Webber had 
-tinifhed his portrait, without the fin all eft token 
'of impatience. Captain Cook ~dm~red his cou. 
rage, and was pleafed with the confidence which 
pe repofed in him; for he placed his whole fafety 
in the uniform declarations of the Captain, that 
he had always beep a friend to the natives, and 
wouldco.nt~nue in the fame fentiments till they 
gave him reafon to behave otherwife ': 'that he 

fhould think no mOl1e of their barbarous treat-
" F 4 ment 
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ment of opr !=ountrym~n, as that tranfaaion' had 
happened long ago; but th'lt, if they fhould 
ever venture tQ make a fecond attempt of that 
kind, ,t~ey ;ni~ht reft alfured of meeting with an 
adequa~e puni.!hment. 

Before our arrIval in New-Zealand, Omai had 
expr~ff~d" ~ gelire ~f taking ope of the natives 
witl1 hiql to his OWn country. He foon had an 
Opppftunity of gratifying his inclination, for a 
y'o~lth n;;med Taweiharooa, the only fon of a 

deceafed chief, offered to accompanY him, and 
took up his refidence on ~oard. . CaptainiCoo~ 
caufed ~t to be made known to him a'nd all his 
friel1C1s, t~at if the youtb departed with us, he 
would never return. This declaration, however., 
,~ '\: I' , 

p,aq. ~p effect. The day before we qui~ted the 
Cove-, Tira~outou, his mother, came to receive 
her Ian: pfefent from Omai; and the falJ1eeven..: 
ing fhe ~nd her fan parted, with all the marks of 
~he te~~ereft afft;Cl;ion. But fhe [aid {he would 
~eep no mare, and faithfully kep~ h~r wor.d; for 
the~e~t in~rn'ing, when .!he returned to take her 
laft farewep of Tar'~iharooa, '.!he ~a~ qtlit~ chear~ 
fll1 all the timeibe ~emained on board, and de
parted with great unconcern.' A boy of about 
ten years of age accompanied Taweiharooa as a, 

fervant; his nall1e was Kokoa. He was prefent: 
cd to~aptain Cool<. by his own father, who par~'" 
ed with him with [ueh: indifference, as toftrip 
pim, a~d leave him entirely naked. The Cap-

t~n 
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tain having in vain endeavoured to convince thefe 
people of the great improbability of thefe youths 
ever returning, home, at length confented to their 

gomg. 
Theinhabitants of New-Zealand [eem to live 

under continual apprehenfions of being deftroyed 
by each ·other; moft of their tribes having, as 
they thi:nk, fuftained injuries from fome other 
tribe, which they are ever eager to revenge: and 
it is not improbable, that the defire of a good 
meal is frequently a great incitement. They ge
nerally fteal upon the adverfe party in' the nighr~ 
and if they chance to find them unguarded~ 

which· is [eldom the cafe, they kill everyone 
without diftinCl:ion, without fparing even the wo
men and children: when they have completed 
the inhuman maffacre, they either gorge them
{elves on the fpot, or carry off as many dead bo
dies as they can,~ndfeaft on them at home, with 
the moft horrid aCts of brutality. If they are" 
difcovered before they have time to execute their 
fanguinary purpofe, they ufually fteal off again, 
and .f6metimes they arepurfued and attacked by 
the adverfe party, in their turn. They never. 
give quarter, ot take prifoners, fo that the van~ 
quifhecl mufttruil: to 'flight alone, for fa(ety. 
from this ftate of p,erperual hoftility, and this 
deftruCl:ive mode of· catrying it on~ a N ew-Zea~ 
landtrderives fueh h~bitual vigilance and cir
cllmfpection, that he is fcaree ever off his guard: 

. , , and" 
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and, indeed, thefe people have the moil: pOwer. 

ful motives to be vigilant, as the prefervation of 
both foul 'and body depends on it: for it is a 
part of their creed, that the foul of the man w.hofe 
fleih i; devour~d by his enernies, is con1:lemned 
to an inceifant fire; while the foul of him whofe 
body has been refcued fl;m thofe that flew,him, 
as well as the fouls of thofe who die a natural 

4eath, afcend to the manfions of the gods·... Cap
tain Cook having aiked them, whether they eat 

the fleih of fuch friends as had loft their lives in 
war, but, whofe bodies had been prevented from 
falling into the enemy's ~lands, they anfwereq in 
the, negative, 'and expreffedtheir abhorrence of 
the idea. 

Tfwir ord~nary-. rnethodo( difpofigg;of their 
pead is to commit' their bodi€/f to the eattt}i; but 
whl!n they have more -of, their fiajn enemiea than 
they can convepiently eat, they throw, }tnem into 
the fea. There are no. moraisl ot other places of 
public~ ~9dhip among them; but' they' havt 
priefts, who pray to. th~ gods for the, fuccefs of 
their teOlP0r'l1 affairs. The principles, of .their 
J,"eligion" of which we know but little,'at-e ihong*
ly inftilled into them from their' infancy. We 
pbferved a remarkabkihftance of this in a youth~ 
Who abfrained from eating during the>greatdl: 
part of the day; merely on account of his hail' be
ing,cut, though every method Was praqifed that 
could induce him, to'change his refolu-tion.: He 

. ,- fai4 
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fa~d that. ~lw' 'eatoM, or deity, . wo..uld kill him if 
he eat any thing on that ·day. Towards th'e even
ing, however, his religious fcruples gave way to 
the' imporfunate cravings of appetite, and he eat, 
though fparinglY. 

Notwfthftanding the divided fiate in which 
t.hefe people live, travelling {hangers, whofe de ... 
figns are honourable, are well received and enter· 
tain~d; but it js expected that they will remain 
no longer than their bufinefs requires. It is thus 
that a· trade for green talc, which they call poc;. 
nammoo, is carried on. They informed us, that 
none of thisftone is to be found, except at a place 
which bears its name, near the head 'of ~een 
Charlotte's Sound. We were told many fabulous 
and 'impllobable fiories concerning this fione, one 
of which is, that' it is originally afiih, which 
they Mike with a gig in the water, and having 
tied a rope to it, drag. it to the fuore, to which 
th~y Jaften it, aNd it afterwards hardens rnto 'a 
fione. . As it IS fiihed out of a large lake, it is 
probable that it maybe bro·ught from the moun., 
tains, and depofited in the water, by means ef 
the torrents. This lake is called by the inhabi
tants '.lavaiPoenammoo, o·r the water of green 
talc. 

The New-Zealanders have adopted polygal:nY 
ilrtlongft them i and it is common for one man~ to 
~ave two or three wives. The women are ripe 
for marriage at an early age.; and thofe who are 

4 unmarried, 
; 
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unmarried, find difficulty in procuring fubfift~ 

ance. 
Thefe people feem perfectly contented with the 

fmall degree of knowledge they poffefs, ~ for they 
make no attempts to improve it. They are not 
remarkably curious, nor do new objeCl's ftrike 
them with much furptife, for they fcarce fix their 
attention for a moment. Omai, indeed" being a 
great favourite with them, would fometimes at
traer a circle about him; but they liftened to hi$ 
fpeeches with very little eagernefs. 

On our enquiring of Taweiharooa, how'many 
fhips, refembling ours, had ever arrived in Q!een 
Charlotte's Sound, or in its neighbourhood,> he 
gave us al1 account of one entirely unknown to 
us. This verrel, he faid, had put into a harbou, 
on the north-weft coaft of Teerawitte,' a few years 
before Captain Cook arrived in the Sound in the 
Endeavour. He further informed us, that th4 
Captain of her, during his continuance here, had 
cohabited with a female of the country, .whO' had 
borne him a fon that was ftill living. He al(q 
mentioned, that this {hip firft introduced theve~ 
nereal difeafe among the natives of N ew-ZeahU1d~ 
This dreadful diforder is now b1,lttwo, common 
among them. The only method they put in 
praerice as a remedy, is to give the patient the 
ufe of a kind of hot bath, produced. - by the 
fteam of certain green plants placed over ho~ 
fiones. ' " 

,¥awc:iha,o,Qi:l.'" 
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. Taweiharooa's intelligence induced us to be
lieve, that a !hip had really been at Teerawitte 
previous to Captai~ Cook's arrival in the En
deavour, as it cbrrefponded with what the Cap
~ain had formerly heard; for, towards the latter 
end of 1773, fome of the natives informed him 
of a filip's having put into a port on the coail: of 
Teerawittee. . 

We had another piece of information from 
Taweiharooa, importing that there are here [nakes 
and lizards of an enormous fize. The latter were 
defcribed by him as being eight feet long, and 
equal to a man's body in' circumference. He 
faid that they burrow in the ground; that they 
fometimes feize and devour men, and are killed 
by making fires at the mouths of their holes. 
We could not mifunderil:and him with refpeCt to 
the animal; for, in order to fhew us what he 
meant, he drew, with his own hand, very ,good 
reprefentations of a lizard and fnake on a piece 
of paper. 

Though much has been faid concerning this 
country and its inhabitants, in the accounts of 
Captain Cook's two former voyages, yet the re
marks of Mr. Anderfon, being the refult of ac
curate obfervation" muil: not be confidered as al
together fuperfluous. The .reader will find them 
in the fucceeding chapter. 

The longitude of Ship-cove, by lunar obferva
tions, is 174 0 ~ Sf I 5/f eait; its lati tude 4 I 0 6' fouth. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. VIII. 

'I'he Country near ff!.¥een Charl~tte"s Sound de-
Jcribed-The Fertility of ' the Soil-cremperaturc 
of the Climate-Rain and Winds-Pla~ts-Birds 
.-Fifh-Animals-DeJcription of the Perjons of 
the Inhabitants-Drejs-Ornaments-. Buildings 
-Canoes or Boats-Food, and Method of Cookery 
-Arts-Weapons-Horrid Cruelty to their Ene-
mies, whoJe Bodies they mangle and eat-Va
rious other Cuftoms., 

A BOUT ~een Charlotte's Sound the land 
is uncommonly mountainous, riling im

mediately from the rea into large hills. At re
mote diftances are vallies, terminating each to
wards the fea in a fmall cove, with a pebbly or 

fandy beach; behind which are flat places, where 
the natives ufually build their huts. This fitua
tion is the more convenient, as a brook of fine 
water runs through every cove, and enipties itfelf 
into the fea. 

Thebafes of thefe mountains, towards the fuore, 
are conftitute.d of a brittle yellowifh fand-ftone, 
which acquires a blueifh caft where it is laved by 
the fea. At fome places it runs in horizonta11 , 

. and, at others, in oblique ftrata. The mould or 

foil b,y which it is covered refembies marIe and , . , 
·is, in general, a foot or two in thicl~nefs. 

The 



PACIFIC QCEAN. 

The luxuriant growth of the productions here> 

fufficiently indicates the quality of the foil. The 
,hills, except a few towards the fea, are one con
tinued forefl: of lofty trees, flouriihing with fuch 

uncommon vigour, as to afford an auguft pro
fpeB: to die adlpirers of the fublime and beautiful 
works of nature. 

This extraordinary ftrength in vegetation is, 
doubtlefs, greatly affifted by the agreeable tem
perature of the climate; for, at this time, though 
arifwering to our, month of Auguft" the weather 
was not fa warm as to be difagreeable; nor did it 
raife the thermometer higher than 66°. The win

ter alfo feems equally mild with refpeCl: to cold; 
for in the month which correfponds to our De,.. 
cember, the mercury was never lower than 48°, 
the trees at the fame til1ie retaining their verdure, 
as if in the height of fummer. It is fuppofed 
their foliage remains, till puihed off in fpring by 
the fucceeding leaves. 

Though the weather is generally good, it is 
fomet~mes windJ, with heavy -rain; which, how
ever, is never exceffive, and does not laft above 
a day. In iliort, this would be one of the fineft 
countries upon earth, were it not fo extremely 
hilly; which, fuppofing the woods to be cleared 
away, would leave it lefs proper for pafturage 
Man, flat land j and infinitely lefs fo for cultiva':' 
tiQn, which could never. be effected here by the 
plQugll. -

The 
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The large trees on the hills are principally or 
two forts. One of them, of the fize of our largefl: 
firs, grows nearly after their manner. This fup
plied the place of fpruce in making beer; which 
we did, with a decoCtion of its leaves fermented 
with fuO'ar or treacle; and this liquor was acknow-o 
ledged to be little inferior to American fpruce-
beer. The other fort of tree is like a maple;,and 
often grows very large, but is fit only for fuel j 

the wood of that, and of the preceding, being 
too heavy for mafts, yards, &c. 

A greater variety of trees grow on the flats be
hind the beaches: two of thefe bear a kind of 
plum, of the fize of prunes; the one, which is 
,yellow, is called karraca, and the other, which 
is black, called maitao; but neither of them had 
a pleafant tafre, though eaten both by o}lr people 
and the nfti ves. 

On the eminences which jut out into the feaj 
grows a fpecies of philadelphus, and a tree bear
ing flowers almofr like myrtle. We ufed the 
leaves of the philadelphus as tea, and found them 
an excellent fubfritute for the oriental fort. 

A kind of wild celery, which grows plentifully' 
in almofr every cove, may be reckoned among 
the plants that were ufeful to us; and anothe't 
that we ufed to call fcurvy-grafs. Both farts were 
boiled daily with wheat ground in a mill" for the 
p~ople's breakfaft, and with their peafe-foup for 
dmner. Sometimes alfo they were ufed as-faUad; 

or 
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or drdl'ed as.greens. In ~U which ways they are 
excellent; ~nd, tflge~her with the fiIP, with 
which we were amply fupplied, they formed a 
,noil: defirable refrefhment. 

The kn9wn kinds of plants to be found here 
are bindweed, night-fhade, nettles, a fhrubby 
fpeedwell, fow-thiftles, virgin's bower, va:nelIo~, 

rrt:nch wi,How, euphorbia, crane's-bill, cud .. 
weed, rufues, bulrufhes, flax, all-heal, American 
night-thade, knot-g-rafs, brambles, eye-bright, 
and §roundfel; but the fpecies of each are dif
ferent from any we have in Europe. 

There are a great number of other plants, but 
~ne io particular deferves to be noticed here, as 
the g!lrments of the natives are made from it. A 
fine filky flax is produced from it, fuperior ill. 
flppearance t9 any thing we have in this country, 
and, per hap,s, as {hong. It grows in all places 
near the iea,. and fomet-imes a confiderable way 

up the hills" in bunches: or tufts.a bearing yellowi1h 
flowers on a IQng fi~lk. 

It is remarkable, that the grearefl: part of the 
trees and plants were of the berry-bearing kind; 
of which, and other feeds, Mr. A~der[on hrought 
away apout thirty different ['Orcs. 

The birds, of whicq there is a tolerable gOQd 
tl;Qck,. are almoft entirely peculiar to the place. 
It would be difficult and fatjg~ing to follow them, 
• account of the quantit.y of underwood, and 
the climbing plants,; yet any perron, by conti. 
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nuing in one place, may fuoot as many in a day· 
as would ferve feven or eight perfons. The prin
cipal kinds are large brown parrots, with grey 
heads, green parroquets, large wood-pigeons; and 
two forts of cuckoos; A grofs-beak, abc'5ut the 
fize of a thrulb, is frequent; as is alfo a final'l 
green hird, which is almoft the only mufical one 
to be found here; but his melody is fo fweet~, 
and his notes fo varied, that anyone would ima

gine himfelf furrounded by a hundred different 
forts of birds, when the little warbler is exerting 
himfelf. From this circumftance it was named 
the mocking.bird. There are alfo three or four 
forts of fmaller birds, and, among the rocks, 
are found black fea-pies with red bills, and crefted 
ihags of a leaden colour. About the fuore, there 
are a few fea- gulls, forile blue herons; wild ducks, 
plovers, and fome fand-Iarks. A fnipe was fuot 
here, which differs but little from that of Europe. 

Moil: of the fifh we caught by the feine were 
elephant-filb, mullets, fales, ana flounders; but 
the natives 'fuppIied us with a fort of fea-bream, 
large conger-eels, and a fifu of five or fix pounds 

"weight, called ,a mogge by the natives. With 
a hook and line we caught a blackifh fifu, called 
cole-fifh by the feamen, but differing greatly 
from that. of the fame name in Europe. We 
alfo got a fort ~_f fmall falmon, fkate, gurnards, 
and nurfes. The native:a fometimes furnilbed us 
with hake, paracutas, parrot-fifu, a fort of mac-

karel, 
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karel, and leather jackets j betides another, which 
is extremely fcarce, of the figure of a dolphin, a 
black colour, and fhong bony jaws. Thefe, in 
general, are excellent to eat; but the finall [al
:rnon, cole-fifh, and mogge, are [uperior to the 
others. 
, Great quantities of excellent mufcles inhabit 
'among the rocks; one [art of which exceeds a 

, foot in length. Many cockles are found' buried 
in the {and of the fmall beaches; and, in [ome 
places, oyfters, which, though very [mall, have 
,a good flavour. There are alfo perriwincles, lim~ 
'pets, wilks, fea-eggs, O:ar-fifh, and rome beau
tiful fea-ears, many of which are peculiar to the 
place. The natives al[o furnifhed us with rome 
excellent cray-fi.fh. 

InfeCts here are not very numerous: we faw 
fome butterflies, two forts of dragon-flies, rome 
Iinall grafshoppers, [everal forts of [piders, fome 
-black ants, and [corpion flies innumerable, with 
whofe, chirping the woods refounded. The [and
-fly, which is the only noxious one" is very nu
merous here, and is almoO: as difagreeable as the 
tniufquitoe. The, only reptiles we raw here, ,were 
two or three forts of inoffenfive lizards. 

In this extenfive land, it is ,remarkable that 
,there fuould not even be the traces of any qua
druped, ~xcept a few rats, and a kind offox dog, 
,which is kept -by' the natives '~S a domeftic 
,animal. 

G 2 l 
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They have not any mineral" deferving notir.~ 
but a green jafper or ferpent frone, of which the 
tools and ornaments of the inhabitants are made. 
This is held in high tftimation among them; and 
they entertain forne fuperfti.tious notions ~boUl; 

the mode of its generation,. whieh we could not 

comprehend: they fay it is taken from a large 
river far to the fouthward; it is difpofed in the 
earth in detached pieces like flints, and, like thelll, 
the edges are covered with a ·whitifu cruft. 'a 

The natives, in general, are not fo well form,. 
ed, efpecially about the limbs, as the Europeans, 
nor do they exceed them in ftature. Their fitting 
fo much on their hams, and being deprived, by 
the mountainous difpofition of the country, of 
ufing that kind of exercife which would render 
the body fhaight and well-proportioned~ is pro. 
bably the oceafion of the want of due proportion. 
Many of them, indeed, are perfealy formed 
and fome are very large boned and mufcular; but 
very few among them were corpulent. 

Th~ir fea.tures are various, fome refembli~ 
Europeans, and their colour is of different cafrs, 
(rom a deepifh black to an olive or yellowith 
tinge. In general, however, their faces are round, 
their lips rather (ull,and their nofes, (though 
not flat) large towards the point. An aquiline 
nofe was not to be feen among the.m ~ their eyes 
are large, and their teeth are commonly broad, 
white, and regtl)ar.. The hair. 41 general, is 

black, 
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bla:ck, ftrong, and ftra'igbt; it is commonly cut 
iliort on the hinder pilrt, and the reft tied on the 
'crown of the head. Some, ind~ed, have brown 
nair, and others a fort that is naturally difpofed 
to curl. The countenance of the young is gene ... 
ra1ly free and' open; but, 'in many of the men, 
it has a ferious or fullen caft. The men are larger 
than the women j and the latter are not diftin .. 
guifhed by peculiar g.races, either of form or 
features. 

Both fexes are cloathed 'alike; they have a gar
ment, made of the filky fiaxalready mentioned, 
-about five feet in length,. aAd four in breadth. 
This appears to be their principal manufaaur~ 
which is performed by knotting .. Two corners 
of'this garment pafs over the' ihoulders, and they 
{aften it on the breaft with that which covers the 
,body: it is again faftened about the belly with a 
girdle made ,of mat. Sometimes they cover it 
'with dog-lkin or large feathers. Many of them 
wear coats over this garment, extending from the 
fuoulders to the heels. The mofi: common co:. 
vering, however, is a quantity of the fedgy plant 
above-mentioned, badiy manufactured, faftened 
to a ftring, and thrown over the fhoulders, whence 
it falls down on all' fides to the middle of the 
thighs. When they fat down ·in this habit, they 
()ould hardly be diftinguHhed from large grey 
dones, if their black -heads did- not proJecr be-
yond their coverings', ; 

G 3 They 
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_ They adorn their heads with feathers, ~ombs 
of bone or wood, with pearl theil, and- the inner 
ikinof leaves. Both men and women have, thflir 
ears flit, in which are hung beads" pieces"of jaf~ 
per, or bits of cloth. Some have the Jceptum of' 
the,nofebored in its lower part" but we never 
faw any ornament wore in that par.t; though 
a twig waspalfed through it by ,!ne of them, 
to fbew that it was occaficmally, ufed for; that 
purpofe.-,. 

Many are ftained in the 'face with curious 
figures, of a black or dark blue colour; but it 
js not certain whether this is ,intended to be or· 
J1amen~al, or as a,markof particular diftinCtion: 
the women are marked only on theif lips and 
chins; and both fexes 'befmear their heads and 
,faces with a greafy reddi1h paint. The women 
alfo wear necklaces of .!hark's teeth, or bunches 
()f long beads; and a few .of them have fmall 
triangular aprons, adorned with feathers or pieces 
of pearl 1hells, fafl:ened about the waifl: with a 
double or treble fet o( cords. 

They live in the, finall coves, already m,enti0l.l" 
cd, ,fomt;times in lingle familifs, and fometimt:$ 
in companies of perhaps forty or fif~y. Their 
hl:lts, which are in general moft miferabJe lodg
ing places, are built (:~ntiguous to each~ other. 
The beft we,raw w.as puilt in ,the manner of one 
.of Our <;ountry barns) and was about fix fee~ io 
height, 'fifteen in breadth~ anq thirty-threcr. in 

length. 
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length •. ' The illfide was 'ftrong and regular, well 
f.iftened by means of withes, &c. and painted 
red and black. At one end it had a hole [erving 
as a door to creep out at" and another confider
ably fmaller~ feeminglyfor the purpofe ofletting 
out the :fmoke. This,,: however, ought to be 
confidered ,as one of their palaces, for many of 
th~ir huts are not of half the {ize, arid feldom are 
more than four feet in height. 

They have no other furniture than a few [mall 
bags or balkets, in which they depofit their filh
ing,ho:.oks and, other trifles.. They fit down in 
the middle round a fmall fire, and probably fleep 
in the fame fituation, without any other cov~ring 
than what they have worn in the day •. 
, Fi1hing is their principal (upport, in which 
they ufe qifferent kinds of nets, or wooden £lh
hooks pointed with bone j but made in fa extra
ordinary a manner, that it appears aftoni!hing 
Jl0W they can anfwer fuch a purpofe. 

Their boats conlin: of planks raifed upon each 
other, and faftened- with ftrong withes. Many 
of them are fifty feet long. Sometimes they 
faften two together with rafters, which we call a 
double canoe: they frequently carry upwards of 
thirty men, and have a large head, ingenioufly 
carved and painted, which feems intended to re
prerent a man enraged. Their paddles are nar
'row, pointed~ and ,about five feet long. Their 

, G . ., fail, 
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fail, whieh is very little ufed, is a diat fOrmed 
into a triangular 1hape. 

They dref.., their nIh by roaftin g,t: or· rathor 
baking them~ being entirely ignorant of the art 
of boiling. It is thus they alfa cit.ef$, tne rOot of 
the large fern .. tree, in a hole prepared for that 
purpafe: when dreffed, they [plit ie, and find a 
gelatinous fubftance within, f0mewh3tt like rago 
powder. The fmaHer fern.;.root feems to be theitr 
fubfti,tute for bread, being dried and carried a
bout with them, together with great quantitieS 
of dried fifb, when they go far from theit hahita. 
tions. 

When the weather will not fuffer them to go 
to fea, mufcles and fea-ears fllpply the place of 
other fifb. Sometimes, but not often;' they kill 
a few penguins, rails, and fhags,y·"'Whicn enable 
them to vary their diet. Confiderab]e numbers 
of their dogs are a][o bred for food j but they 
,depend principally on the fea for their fubfiftence, 
by which they are moft bountifully fupplied. 

They are as filthy in therr feeding as in thei~ 
perfons, which often emit a very offenfive. ef .. 
fluvial from the quantity of greafe about themj 
and from their never wa!hing their doaths: thew 
heads are plentifully ftocked with vermin, which 
they fOllletillles ear, Large quantiti~s offtink .. 
iog train oil, and blubber of feals, they would 
eagerly devour. When on board the {hips, they 
not only emptied the 1amfS, but actually fwal. 

6 lowed 
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Iowtnthe cottOn: with equal voracity. ''Phottgh 
the inhabitants of Van Diemen's Land would not: 
even tafre our' bread, there people devoured it 
with thegreatdl eagemefs, even when it was rot .. 
ten and mouldy. . 

In 'point of ingenuity, ~hey are not behind any 
unCivilized nations under fimilar circumll:ances: 
fOf, without the affiftance of metal tools, they 
make every· thing by which they procure their 
fubliftence, cloathing, and warlike Weapons, with 
neame[s, fttength, and-convenience. Their prin
cipalmechallical tooris formed in the manner of 
a.n.a'dze, and ·is made of the terpent-frOIle or jar. 
per! their chiffel and gouge are furnithed from 
the fame material, though they are fometimes 
compofed of black folid frone. Carving, how
ever, is their mafrer-piece, which appears UpOlt 
the moU: trifling things. the ornaments on the 
heads of their canoes, not only difplay much de
fign, but execution. Their cordage for tithing 
lines is not inferior to that in this country, and 
their nets are equally geode A theIl, a bit of flint, 
or jafper, is their fubftitute for a knife; and a 
fuark's tooth, fixed in the end of a piece of wood, 
is their auger. They have a faw made of fome 
jagged fillies teeth, fixed on a piece of wood 
nicely carved j but this is ufed for no other pur .. 
pore, t~an to cut up the bodjes of thofe whom 
chey kill.in battle. 

Though 
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Though ne people are more ready to refent an 
injury, yet they take every opportunity~of being 
infQlent, when they apprehend there is no danger 
o( punithment; whence it may be concwded~ 
that their eagetnefs to refent injuries, is rather an 
effea: of a furious difpofition than genuine bta
very. They are naturally miftruftful and fufpi. 
cious, (or fuch as are ftrangers never ventur.e im. 
mediately to vifit our thips, but, keep at a fmall 
diftance in their boats, obferving our motions, 
and hefitating whether they thol,lld riik their fafcty 
with us. They are to the lail; degree difuoneft, 
and ileal every thing within their reach, if they 
fuppofe they can efcape detea:ion; and, in trad
ing, they {eem inclined to take every pomble ad· 
vantage; for they never cruft an article out of 
their hands for examination, and feem :highJy 
pleafed if they have ovtr-reached yeiu in a bar· 
gain; 

Such condua indeeQ is not furpriGng, when 
it is confidered that there appears to be but little 
fubordinarion, and few, if any, laws for the pUe 
nifhment of tranfgreffors. No man's authority 
extends beyonq his own family; and when they 
join, at Olny time, for mutual defence or fafety, 
thofe among them who are moft eminenc for va .. 
lour and prudent condua, are direCtors. . 
. Their public concentions are almoCtperpetuaJi 
for war i.s their principal profemon" as _ ap-peaI$ 
from theIr number of weapons~ and their' dex .. 

terity 
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teriey in ',uiing ,them. Their arms are 'rpearS, 
patoosand,halbens,", and- fometimes frones. The 
firft are from fiv,e to thirty feet long, made of 
hard wood and pointed. The patoo is about 
eighteen inches ·long, of ,an ellipticalfhape, with 
11 handle made of wood,_ frone" &c. and appears 
to be their principal dependapce'in battle. The 
halbert is about five or fix feet in length, taper
ing at one end wit.h a carved head, and broad ,or 
flat, 'with !harp edges, at the other. ' 

B'e(ore the onfet, they join in a war fong, keep
ing the exafrefr time; 'and, bydegrees,work 
theffifel.ves into a kind of frantic fury, aCCOln
pimied with th~ moll: horrid diftortions of their 
tongues, :eyes and mouths, in order to aeter 
their enemies. To ~his fucceeds a circumfi:ance 
that is mofi: horrid, cruel, and difgraceful to hu
man nature, which' is mangling and cutting to 
pieces (even when not perfeCtly dead) the bodies 
of their enemies; and, after roafting them, de
vouring theflefh with peculiar pleafure and fa
tisfaC1:ioll'. 

l,t might naturally be fuppofed, that thofe who 
could be capabl~ of fuch' excefs of cruelty, muft 
be totally defi:itJ.lte of every humane feding; and 
yet they lament the 10fs of their friends in aman
ner the moft tender and affectionate. Both men 
and women. upon the death of their relations 
or friends, bewail them with the mofr miferable 
tries ~ at the fame time cutting large galhes in 

their 



their ~heeks~lmI f<*eliftds, {with ihells-, or pitlees 
of flint, till the blood Hows, copiotlfly, and mixes 
with tlre-ir rears. They a1fo carve' a refemblance 
of ah·human figure~ and.l1ang it al:)out their necks~ 
asa merrtbrial of thofe who were dear' to them: 
They alfo perform the' ceremony ef lamenting 
~nd cutting for joy, at the'return cjf a friend who 
has been' fame time abfeh t. 

The1 practices of the fathers', wnether good- ot 
bad~ their children' are, at an early age, ihfl:rua. 
e'd'in; fC)· that ,you find 'a child of either {ex, of 
the age of nineo! ten years, able to, imita~e th~ 
ftightfol mo'tions and geftures of the men. They 
~lro ling" and with rome degree of melody, the 
traditions and aCtions' of their forefathc;rs,,: with 
wbich they are immoderately delighted, and-pars 
much of their time in tliefe arn'ufemeJits; acconi· 
panied fometh-nes with a kiridof flute. 

Their langudge is neither har1h nor difagree
able.. Whatc\-er qualities are req'uifite to make 
alangoagii: mufical, obtain to a confiderable de
gree in this, if we may judge from the melody 
of their fOfigs. It is not, indeed, focompre
henfive as our European' Janguages, whicH. owe 
their petfeelion t6 long arid gradual improve':' 
meMo 

AVOY: 
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CONTAINING OUR ADVENTURES FROM OUR DE~ 

PARTURE FROM NEW-ZEALAND, TILL OUR AR

RIVAL AT OTAHEITE, OR THE SOCIETY ISLANDS$ 

C HAP. 1. 

CourJe of the Voyage-Behaviour of the two .New .. 
Zealand rou/hs on board-The Jjland of 1vlan

geea dijcovered-Account of the Perjons and Drifs 
Df the Inhabitants-Mourooa and hi; Companio'l 
deJeribed-Figure of a Mangeean Canoe-,./Ihe 
Coa) of the Jjland cxamined-Imprt1flicabititJ of 
landing-TranJaflions with the Natives-De
jcriplilm of the Jjland-Dijpofition and Manners 
of tbe Mangeeans. 

I N the morning of the 25 th of Februa,ry,_ we 
left the Sound, and made fail through. C;opk'$ 
Straits. On the 27th, Cape P~lIi~r bear

ing well: about [even leagues difranr, we had a 
fine gale, and fleered tqwards t4e n~r,t,h,·l:aft. As. 

{oon 
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foon as we had loft fight of land, our two young 
New-Zealanders heartily repented of the adven. 

turous ftep they had taken. Though we endea
voured, as far as lay in our power, to footh them, 
they wept, both in public and private; and gave 
vent to their forrows in a kind of fang, which 
feemed to exprefs their praifes of their country 
and people, from whidl they were now, in all 
probability, to be for ever feparated. They con
tinued in this ftate for feveral days, till, at 
length, the agitation of their minds began to fub
fide, and their fea-ficknefs, which had aggravated 
their grief, wore off. Their lamentations then 
became lefs and lefs frequent i their native coun
try, their kindred and friends, were gradually 
forgotten, and they appeared to be firmly at
tached to us. 

On the 28th at noon, being in the latitude of 
.po 17' fouth, and in the longitude of 177° 17' 
eaft, we tacked about and ftood to the fouth~eait, 
with a gentle breeze at eaft-north-eait, which af
terwards veered to north-eaft, in which point the 
wind remained two days, fometimes blowing a 
frefu gale with fqualls and rain. On the '2d of 
March it iliifted to north-weft, and afterwards to 
fou~h-weft, between which point and the north it 
continued to blow, fometimes very moderately, 
and at oth,er times a ftrong gale. With this wind 
we fteered n~rtheafl: by eaft and eaft, with all the 
fail we could carry, till Tuefday: the I Ith, when 

it 
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it veered to north-eart and fouth-eart; we then 
frood to the north and the fouth· eaft, as the 
wind would permit, till the 16th, when having 
a gale from the north, we ftood to the eaft. The 
next day-we proceeded to the north-eaft; but, as 

the wind frequently veered to eaft and eaft
north-eaR, we often made no better than a 
northerly courfe. The hopes, however, of the 
wind coming more foutherly, or from the weft
ward,. a little without the Tropic of Capricorn, 
encouraged the Commodore to continue this 
~ourfe. It was indeed neceffary that we fhould 
run allliazards, as our proceeding to the north 
this Cummer, in pro[ecution of the prindpal ob
jefr of the expedition, entirely depended on our 
having a quick paffage to Otaheite, or the So
ciety Hles • 
. We croired the Tropic on the 27th, the wind, 
for a confiderable time before, having remained 
almoft invariably fixed at eaft fouth-eaft. In all 
this run, we obferved nothing that could induce 
us to fuppofe we had failed near the land, except 
occafionally a tropic bird. In the latitude of 34" 
1.0', longitude 199°, we paffed the trunk of a 
tree, which appeared much weather-beaten, and 
was covered with barnacles. On the z9th, as 
we were ,ftanding to .the north-eaft, the Difc04 

very made the Lignal of feeing land. We foon 
found i't to be a fmall illand, and frood for it till 
the evening, when it was at the diftance of two 

or 
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or three leagues. The next morning, at day
break, we bore up for the weLt fide {)f the iOand, 
and faw feveral people wading to the reef, where, 
as they obferved the fhip leaving them quickly, 
they remained. But others, who foon appeared, 
followed her courfe; and {cme of them affembled 
in fmall bodies, making great fhoues. 

Upon our nearer approach to the fhore, we 
faw many of the natives running along the beach, 
and, by the affiftance of our glaffes, could per
ceive that they were armed with long fpears and 
clubs, which they brandifhed in the air with figns 
of threatening, or, as fome of us fuppofed, with 
invitations to land. Moil: of them were naked, 
except having a kind of girdle, which was brought 
up between their thighs; but [orne of them wore 
about their fhoulders pieces of cloth of variol4S 
colours, wh'ire, ftriped, or chequered; and almoft 
all of them had about their heads a white wrap
per, in [orne <1egree refembling a turban. They 
were of a tawny complexion, robuft, and about 
the middle fize. 

A [mall canoe was now launched from the 
moft diftant part of the beach, and a man get
ting into it, put off, as with a view of reaching 
the fhip; but his courage failing, he quickly re
turned towards the beach. Another man foon 
after joined him in the canOe; and then both of 
them paddled towards us~ They [eemed, l1'ow
ever, afraid to approach, ,ill their apprehenfions 

were 



PACIFIC OCEAN. 97 

'were partly removed by Omai, who addrdfed 
them in the language of Otaheite. Thus encou
raged, they came near enough to receive fome 
nails and beads, which, being tied to rome wood, 
were thrown into the canoe. They however put 
the wood afide without untying the things from 
it, which may perhaps have proceeded from fu
perftition; for we were informed by Omai, that 
when they obferved us offering prefents to them, 
they requefted fomething for their Eatooa. On 

Omai's atking them whether they ever eat human 
flefh, they replied in the negative, with equal 
abhorrence and indignation. One of them, named 
Mourooa, being queftioned with regard to a fear 
on his forehead, faid it was the confequence of a 

wound he had received in fighting with the na· 
tives of an Wand lying towards the north-eafr, 
who fometimes invaded them. They afterwards 
laid hands on a rope, but would not venture on 
board, telling Omai, that their countrymen on 
fhore had fuggefted to them this caution; and had 
likewife directed them to enquire whence our 
fhip came, and to procure information of the 
name of the Captain. Their chief, they [aid" 
was called Orooaeeka. Upon our enquiring the 
name of the il1and, they told us it -was Mangya; 
or Mangeea, to which they fometimes added nooe., 
nai, naiwa. 

The features of Monrada were agreeable, and 

his difpofition, to all appearance, was no le~ fo; 
VOl .. I.-N~ ~. H for 
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for he exhibited fome droll gefticulations, which 
" indicated humour and good-nature. He alfo 

made others of a ferious kind, and repeated 
fome words with an air of devotion, before he 
would venture to take 1:01d of the rope at the 
ftern of rhe ihip. He was lufiy and well made, 
though not tall. His complexion was nearly of 
the fame caft with that of the natives of the moil: 
fouthern parts of Europe. His companion was 
not fa handfome. They both had {hong, {haight, 
black hair, tied together on the top of their 
heads with a piece of white doth. They had 
long beards; and the in fide of their arms, from 
the elbow to the ihoulder, and fame other parts, 
were tatooed or punctured. The lobe of their 
ears was flit to fuch a length, that one of them 
ftuck there a knife and fome beads, which we had 
given him. The fame perfon had hung about 
his neck, by way of ornament, two polilhed 
pea-rl-ihells, and a bunch of human hair, loofely 
twifted together. They WOTe a kind, of girdles", 
which we fotlnd were a fuIDftance manufactured 
from the morUj papyri/ere'l, and glazed like thof.: 
ufed in the Friendly Iflands. They had on their 
feet a fort of fandals, made of a graify fubil:anc( 
interwoven, which we obferved were alfo worn 

,by thofe whom we had feen on the beach. The 
canoe in which they came was the only one Vir: 

fa \Y. It was very n;<riOW, and not above [en feet 
long, but 'thong and neatly mad~. The lower 

part 
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part was of white wood ; but the upper part was 
black, and their paddles were made of wood of 
the fame colour: thefe were broad at one end, 

and blunted, arid about three feet long. The 

fore part had a flat board fafrened over it, which 
projeB:ed dut, to ptevent the water from getting 
in. It had an upright frern, five feet high, which 
terminated at the top in a kind of fork. They 
paddled indiflHently either end of the canoe 

forward: 
As f06n as the Ihips were in a proper ftation, 

Captain Cook fent: out two boats to endeavour 
to find a convenient place for landing. In one 

of them he went himfelf, and had no fooner put 

off from the fhip, than the Hvo men in the canoe 
paddled towards his boat; and when they were 
come along~fide,; Mourooa, without hefitation, 

ftept into het. Omai, who was with the Captain, 
was defired to enquire of the ifiander where we 
could land; upon which he diretl:ed us to two 
places. But,w'e foon obferved; with regret, that 

, the attempt at either place was impracticable, on 
account of the furf, unlefs at the fifque of hav

ing our boats deftroyed. N or were we more fuc
cefsful in our [earch' for anchontge, as we eQuId 
find no bottom till withil1 a cable's length of the 
breakers, where we met with from forty to twenty 

fathoms depth, over fharp rocks of coral. 

While we thus reconnoitred th(Z fhore of Man

. gtea, ,the nat,ives thronged down upon the reef; 
H2o al:J; 
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all armed. Mourooa, who frill remained in the 
"boat with Captain Cook, thinking, perhaps, that 
this warlike appearance deterred lIS from land
ing, commanded them to retire. As many of 
'them complied, we imagined, that he was a per
fan of fame confequence: indeed, if we did not 
mifunderftand him, he was brother to the "king 
of the iOand. Several of them, inftigated by 
curiofity, fwam from the filOre to the boats, 
and came on board them without referye. We 
even found fame di~culty in keeping them out, 
and could fcarce prevent their pilfering whatever 
they could lay hands upon. At length, when 
they obferved us returning to the {hips, they all 
left -us except Mourooa, who, t-hough not with
out manifeH: indication of fear, accompanie~ 

. the Commodore on hoard the Refolution. The 
cattle and other new objects that he faw there, 
did not {trike him with much furprize; his mind, 
perhaps, being two much occupied about his own 
fafety, to allow him to attend to other things. 
He reemed very uneafy, and gave us but little 
new intelligence; and therefor~, after he had 
continued a 010rt time on board, Captain Cook 
ordered a boat to carry him towards the land. In 
his way out of the cabin, happening to ftumble 
over one of the goats, he ftopped, looked at the 
animal, and ai"ked Omai what bird it was; but 
not receiving an immediate anfwer from him, he 

put the fame queftion to fome of the people who 

,,"erc 
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were upon deck. The boat having conveyed 
him near the furf, he leaped into the water, ancJ 

[warn afhore. His countrymen, eager to learn 

from.him what he had [een, flocked round him as 
·[0011 as he had landed; in which fituation they re
mained, when we loft fight of them. We hoifted 
in the boat as [oon as fi1e returned, and made [ail 

to the northward. Thus we were obliged to leave 

this fine ifiand unviGted, which [eemed capable 

of fupplying all our neceffities. It is fituate in 

the longitude of '20 I 0 53' eaft, and in the lati
tude of 21° 57' [outh. 

Thofe parts of the coaO: of Mangeea ,which 
fell under our ob[ervation, are guarded by a reef 
of coral rock, againft which a heavy [urf i~ con

titlllally breaking. The ifland is about five 

leagues in circumference, and though of a mo· 
derate and pretty equal height, may be [eeQ in 

clear weather at the diftance of t~n leagues .. In 

the interior parts, it rifes inro [mall hills, whence 
there is an ea[y defcent to the !hare, which, in the 

fO~lth-weil: part, js fl:ecp, though not very b~h, 
and has feveral excavations made by the dafi1ing 

of the waves againil: a brownifh fand-frone, of 
which it conures. The defcent here abounds 
with trees of a deep green, whiGh feem to be all 
of one fort, except neareft the !hare, wru:re we 
obferved numbers of that fpecies of drac£na 
found in the woods of New-Zealand. The ilion') 
011 the ,north-weft part, terminates In a fandy 

H 3 beach, 
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beach, beyond which the ianq is broken into 

[m,lll chaf~1s) and has a broad border of tree~ 
which refemble tall willows. Further pp, on the 

afcent, the trees were of the deep green above7 

mentioned, which fome qf us imagin~d tp be 
the, ril;l,:, intt'ITni?Ccd wjth cocoa-palms, ard ~ 

few other forts. Some trees of a higher fort 
were thinly fcattered on the l,!ills, th~ other part~ 

of which were either covered with fomething like 
fern, or were bare, and qf a redcl.iih colour. The 

~i1and, upon the ~hole, has a pleaGng appear

ance, and might, by proper -cultivation, be ~ade 

<1 beautiful fpi)t. ' 

The natives appearing to be both nU\nerou~ 

and well fed, it is highly probable, that fu(:h ar

ticles of provifio1,1. as the ii1and produces, are foupq 

i,] great abundance. Our friend Mourooa inform

ed us, that they had no hogs nor dogs, thptlg4 
they had heard of both thofe apimals; but tha~ 
they had planta!ns, taro, and pread-fruit. Thf 

only birds we obferved, were fome tern~, nod,,: 

die~, white egg-birds, and one white heron. 

The ianguage of the Mangeeans is a dialect of 

lhat of Otaheite; bur their pronunciation is more 

guttural. They refemble the inhabitants of Ota
heite and the Marquefas in the beauty of their 
per[ons; and their general difpoG~ion alfo- feems 

to correfpond with that of the tirft-mentioned 

people; for they are not only lively and chearful, 

but are acquainted with all the lafcivious gefti-

culation$ 
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culations practifed by the Otaheiteans in their 
dances. We had likewife reafon to fuppafe, that 

they have fimilar methods of living: for, though 

we had not an oppprtunity of feeing many of 
their habitations, we obferved one houle near the 

beath, which, in its mode of conftruCtion, dif
fered little from thofe of Otaheite. It appeared 
to be feven or eight feet high, and about thirty 

in length" with an open end, which reprefented 

.an ellipfe, or oval, tranfverfely divided. It was 

pleafantly fituated in a grove. 
. Thefe people falme ihangers by joining nofes, 

and taking the hand of the perfon whom they 
accoft, which they rub with fame fo~ce upon their 
mouth and nofe. It is yrorthy of remark, tha~ 

the inhabitants of the Palaos, N ew Philippine~ 
or rather Caroline Iflands, though at the diftance 
of near 1500 leagues from Mangeea) h,~ve a fill1i~ 
tar method of falutation. 

H4 C HAP. 
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.4n Qland named Wateeoo difcovcrcd-Pifits from 
the Inhabitants on board the Ships-Their Pet.,. 

fons and DreJs deJcribed-The Coal of the Jjlal1d 
examined-Lieutenants Gore a(1d Burney, Mr. 
Andetjon and Omai, fent on Shore-Mr. Anaer .. 

Jon's Acco%tnt ()f their Reception-They are intra. 
duced to three Chiefs-Dance of t'lpenty youn$ 
Women deJcribed-Omai's Apprehenfions of being 
roafled-The !j!alZd~rs fend Pr()vijiolZs on board
Further })ejcriptirm oj tPe Nalives--".Of th~t'r 
double Canou-Cf'rees and Plants""-Omai's Expe
diimt to. preWllt bt!iJ!g detained Ort Sh()re-He 
meets with three of his Couhtryl1~en-Accou1tf of 
their difireJsful P()),age-Additional Remtlrk~ re· 
lative to Wateebo. 

W E quitted Mangeea in the q.frernoon of 
the 30th of March, and proceeding on 

a northerly courfe, we again difcovered land, on 
the 31 it, at the difrance of nine or ten leflgues. 
The next morning we were abreaft of its north 
end~ within four leagues of it. It now appeared 
to us to be an ifiand nearly of the fame extent 
with t,hat which we had jl.lfi: left. Another ifland, 
much fmaller, was alfo defcried rio-ht a-head. 

o 
1:hough we could foon have reached this, we 
preferred the larger one, as being maft likely to 

furnilh 
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furnifh food for the cattle. VVe therefo re made 
fail to it; but there being little wind, and that 

unfavourable, we were frill about two leagues 
to leeward at eight o'clock the fucceeding morn
ing. The Commodore, foon after, difpatched 
three armed boats, unde; the command of Mr. 
Gore, his FirO: Lieutenant, ill fearch of a land
ing-place and anchoring-ground. Mean-while 
we plied up under the ifiand with the fhips. As 
our boats we~e putting off, we faw feveral canoes 
coming from the fuore, which repaired firfr to 

th~ DifcoY,ery, as that fuip was the neareft. Not 
long after, three of thefe canoes, each conducted 
by one man, came along-fide of the Refolution~ 
They are long and narrow, and are fupported by 
out-riggers: the head is flat above, but prow-like 
below i and the frern is about fOur feet high. 
We beO:owed 011 our vifitors fome knives, beads, 
and other trifles; and they gav~ us fome cocoa
nuts, in confequence of our having aiked for 
them; but they did not part with them by way 
of exchange, as they feemed to have no idea of 
barter or traffic. One of them, after a little 
perfuafion, came on board j and the other two 
foon followed his e~mple. They appeared to 
,be perfectly at their eafe, and free from all ap
,prehenfion. After their departure, a man ar
rived' in another canoe, bringing a bunch of 
plantains as a prefent to Captain Cook, who gave 

him~ in return~ a pi<;ce of red cloth and an axe. 
, VVe 
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We were afterwards informed by Omai, that thi~ 
prefent had. been fent from the king of the iQand~ 
Soon after, a double canoe, containing twelve of 
the inanders, came towards us. On aPPFoach
ing the fhip, they recited fame words in conFerr, 
by way of chorus, ,one of them firlt giving the 
word before each rep,etition. Having finilhed 
this [olemn chant, they came along-fide, and 
afked for the chief. As foon as Captai~ Cook 
had made his appearance, a pig and fome cocoa
nuts were conveyed into the {hip; and, the Cap
tain was al[o prefented with a piece of matting, 
by the principal perfon in the canoe, when he 
and his companions had got on board. 

Thefe ne'w vifitors were introduced into the 
cabin, and conducted to other parts of the filip. 
Though fame objects feemed to furprife them, no. 
thing could fi,x their attention. They were afraid 
to venture near the cows and horCes, of whofe 
nature they could form no conception. As for 
the fueep and goa.ts, they gave us to underItand, 
that they knew them to be birds: It is a mat
ter of afi:onifhment, that human ignorance could 
ever make fo ridiculous a rniftake, as there is 
not the fmallefi: refemblance between any winged 
animal and a 'fheep or goat. But thefe people 
feemed unacquainted with the exifrence of any 

'other terreftrial animals, than hogs, d,ogs", and 
birds; and as they faw that ,our goats and fheep 
were ver~ different from the tWQ former, they ab., 

furdly 
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furdly inferred? that they muil: belong to the lat
[~r dafs, in which they knew there was a grl';tt 
variety 0f fpecies! Though the Commodore be

ftowed 011 his new friend what he fuppofed would 
pe the moil: acceptable prefent, yet he feemed 

fomewhat difappointed. The Captain was after
wards ipformed that he eagerly wiihcJ to procure 
i\ dog, of which kind of animals this iflal1d was 
rleftitute, tho4gh the patives knew that .the race 
exifted in other iQands of the Pacific Ocean. Cap
tain Clerke had received a fimilar prefent, wit1~ 

the fame view, from another man, who was equally 
difapPQinted in his expectations. 

The iflanders whom we had feen in thofe canoes 
wefe in geoeral of the middle ftature, and not 
unlike the Mangeeans. Their hair either flowed 
loofely over their {boulders, or was tied on the 
~rown of the head r and though in fome it was 
frizzl~d, yet that, as well as the fhaight fort, was 
long. Some of the young men were handfome. 
Like the inhabitants of Mangeea, they wore gir
pIes of glllzed cloth, or fine matting, the ends 
~f which were brought between their thighs. 
Their ~ars were bored, and they wore about their 
necks, by way of ornament, a fort of broad grafs:» 
ftafn~d with red, and ftrung with berries of the 
~ight:-fhade. Many of them were curioufly mark~ 

cd or ta~ooed from the midcije downwards, parti
cularly upon their legs; which made them appear 

as if they wor~ boots~ Their beardi were long, 
and. 
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and they had a kind of fandals on thelr feet. 
They were frank and chearful in their deportment, 
and very friendly and good-natured. 

Lieutenant Gore returned from his excurfion 
in the' afternoon, and informed Captain Cook, 
that he had examined the weft fide of the iOand, 
without' being able to find a place where the !hips 
could ride in farety, or a boat could land, the 
£hore being bounded by a fteep coral-rock, againft 
which a continual furf broke with extraordinary 
violence. But as the inhabitants feemed extreme.: 
Jy friendly, and as deurous of our landing as we 
ourfelves were, Mr. Gore was of opinion, that 

they might be prevailed upon to bring off to the 
boats beyond the furf, fuch articles as we were 
moft in need of. As we had little or no wind; 
the delay of a day or two was of fmall confidera
tion; and therefore the Commodore refolved to 
try the experiment the next morning. We ob
ferved, foon after day-break, fome canoes com
ing towards the £hips; one of which directed its 
courfe to the Refoilltion. There were in it fome 
cocoa-nuts and plantains, and a hog, for which 
the natives demanded a dog from us, refufing , 
every other thing that we offered by way of ex
change. Though one 'of our gentlemen on board 
had a dog and a bitch" which were great nui~ 
fances ill the {hip, and which might: have ferved 
to propagate a race of foufeful an animal in this 
iOand, yet he could not be prevailed upon to 

part 
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part with them. However, to gratify thefe peo

ple, Omai gave them a favourite dog he had 
brought from Great-Britain; with which acqui
.!ilion they were highly pleafed. 

The fame morning, which was the 3d of April, 
Captain Cook detached Mr. Gore with three 
boats, to make trial of the experiment which that 
offi.cer had propofed. Two of the natives, who 
had been on board, accompanied him; and Omai 

ferved as an interpreter. The fhips being a full 
le,ague/ro111 the ifland when the boats put off, and 
the wind being inconfiderable, it was. twelve 
.o'clock before we could work up to it. We then 
perceived our three boats juft without the furf~ 

. and anarnazing number of the iDanders on the 

lhore, abreaft of them. Concluding from this, 
that Lieutenant Gore, and others of our people, 
had landed, w~ were impatient to know the event. 
With a view of obferving their motions, and be
ing ready to afford them fuch affifrance as they 
might occafionally require, the Commodore kept 
a~ near the !hore as was confiftent with prudence. 
He was convinced, however, that the reef was a 
very tdfedual barri\'!r between us and our friends 
who had landed, and put them completely out 
of the reach of our proteCtion. But the natives, 

·.in all probability, were not fo fenfible of this 
:circ\lmftance as we were. Some of them, now 
.and tQen, brought a few cocoa-nuts to the 

Q)ips, and exch~nged them for whatever was of-
fered 
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fered them. Thefe occaJional viGts ditninilhed 
the Captain;s folicitude about our people who 
had landed; for, though we could procure nd 

intelligence from our vifitors, yet their ventur" 
ing on board feemed to imply, that their coun
trymen on thore had made no improper ufe of the 
confidence repofed in them. At length, towards 
the eve.ning, we had the fatisfaB:ion of feeing the 
boats return. When our people got on board, 
we found that Mr. Gore, Mr. Anderfon, Mr. 
Burney, and Omai, were the only perfons who 
had landed. The occurrences of the day were 
now fully reported to the Commodore by Mr. 
Gore. Mr. Anderfon's account of their tranfac .. 
tions, which was very circumfi:antial, and includ· 
ed fame obfervations on the ifland and its inha
bitants, was to the following purport. 

They rowed towards a fandy beach, where a 
great number of the natives had affembled, and 
came to an anchor at the dift-ance of a hundred 
yards from the reef. Several of the iflandets 
fwam off, bringing cocoa-nuts with them; and 
Omai gave them to underftand, that our people 
were defirous of landing. Soon after, two canOfS 
came off; aGd to infpire the natives with a greater 
confidence, Mr. Gore and his companions re~ 
falved to go unarmed. Mr. Anderf(]n and Liell-" 
tenant Burney went in one canoe, a little before 
the other; a-nd their conduB:ors waachina with 

o 
gr~at attention the mGtions of the fur~ landed 

them 
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'th.em fafely on the reef. A native took hold of 
each of them, with a~view of fupporting them in 

walking over the rugged rocks to the beach, 

where feveral others, holding in their hands the 

green boughs of· a fpecies of mimqJa, met them, 

and faluted them by the junCtion of no[es. They 

were conduded from the beach amidft a vail 

multitude of people, who flocked around them 

with the molt eager curiofity; and being led up 

an avenue of cocoa-palms, foon came to a num

ber of men, arranged in two rows, and armed 

with clubs. Proceeding onward among thefe, 

they found a perfon who appeared to be a chief, 

fitting crofs-legged on the ground, and cooling 
himfelf with a kind of triangular Ln, made from 

the leaf of the cocoa-palm, with a poliihed han

dle of black wood. He wore in his ears large 

bunches of beautiful feathers of a red colour; but 

had no other mark to diftinguifu him from the 
rell: of the people. Our two countrymen having 

faluted.him as he fat, marched on among the men 

armed with clubs, apd came to a fecond chief, 

adorned like the former, and occupied, like him, 

in fanning himfelf. He was remarkable for his 

fize and corpulenc~, though he did not appear to 
:be above thirty 'years of age. They were con

,rluCl:ed iII the fame manner to a third chief, who 

fecmed older than the two former: he alfo was 

fitting,. and was ornamented with red feathers. 

After they had faluted him as they h.ad done the 
8 others, 
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. others,he defired them both to fit down; which 
they ~il1ingly confented to, being greatly fatigued 
with walking, and with the extreme heat they felt 
amidft the 1urrounding multitude. 

The people being ordered to[eparate~ Melfrs. 
Anderfon and Burney raw, at a fmall diftance, 
abotit twenty young women, adorned like the 
chiefs with red feathers, engaged in a dance, 
which they performed to a flow and folemn air, 
fung by them all. Our two gentlemen rofe up, and 
walked forward to fee thefe dancers, who, with
out paying them the iinalleft attention, flill con
tinued their dance. They feemed to be direCted 
by a man, who, in the capacity of a prompter" 
mentioned the feveral motions they were to make. 
They never changed the fpot, as Europeans do 
in dancing, and though their feet were not en
tirely at refl, this exercife confifted more in mov
ing their fingers very nimbly, holding their hllnds 
at the fame time in a prone pofition near the face, 
and occafionally clapping them together *. Their 
dancing and finging were performed in the ex
aCteil: concert. They had probably been inflruCted 
with .extraordinary care, and [elected for this ce:.. 
remony, being fuperior in beauty to moil: of thofe 
who were in the crowd. They were, in general, 
rather flout, and of an olive complexion, with 

. black hair flowing in ringlets down their necks. 

• The d.ances here defcribea, bear a great rofembl~nce to 

$hafe of the native~~f the Caroline lfiands. 

Their 
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Their fbape :lOd limbs were elegantly formed; 
for, theil" drefs confifting only of a piece of glazed 
cloth tied round the waift, which fcarcely reach
ed 10 low as the knees; our gentlemen had an op
portunity of obferving almofl every part. Their 
features were rather too full to conftitute a per
feet beauty. Their eyes were of a deep black; 
and their cbunteilances expreffed a great degree 
of modefty and complacency. 

Before there beauteous females had finifhed 
their dance, our two countrymen heard a noife; 
as if forne horfes had been galloping towards 
them j and, on turning their eyes afide, . they faw 
the people armed with clubs, who had been de
fired to entertain them, as they [uppoted j -with an 
exhibition of their mode of fighting; which they 
now did, one party purfuing another who ran 
away. 

,Lieutenant Burney and Mr. Anderfon began 
now to look about for Mr. Gore and Omai, whom 
they at length found coming up) as much incom
moded by the crowds of people as themfel ves 
had been, and introduced in the fame manner to 
the three chiefs; the names of whom were Otteroo, 
Taroa, and Fatouweera. Each of thefe expect
ing a prefent, Mr. Gore gave them fuch things 
as he had brought with him for that purpofe; af
ter which he informed the chiefs of his views in 
coming on fuare, but was defired to wait till the 

. next day before he fuould have what was wanted. 
VOL. I.-NQ 2. 1 The}' 
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They now feemed to endeavour to feparate OUF 

gentlemen from, each other, everyone qf WhQlni 
had his refpective circle to i"urround, and gaze at 

him. Mr. Anderfon was, at one time, upward$) 
of a.n hour apart from his friends; and when he: 
told the chief, who was near him, that he wiIhed 
to fpeak to OmJ.i, his requef!: was peremptorily. 
refufed: At the fame time he found that the. 
people pilfered fev€ral trifling things which were 
in his pocket; and on his complaining of this 
treatment to the chief, he juf!:ified t.h~~r beha,.;.; 
viour. From thefe. circumftances, Mr. Ander,., 
fonbegan to apprehend, that they ddign'tdr to: 
detain our party among them. In this fituation, 
he afked for fometh[ng to eat; upon which the~, 
brought him fome cocoa-nuts, bread-fruit, and: 
a fort of four pl1dding; and when he complainedi 
of the heat, occafloned: by the multitude of 
people, the chief hirufelf condefcende.cd to fan 
him. . 

Mr. Burney going to the place where Mr. An
derfon was, th~ latter informed .him of~is .fufpi-. 
Gions; and to try whether they were well fO,undlld: 
or not, they both attempted to get to the beatbi: 
but they were foon !lopped by fame of the na

tives, who faid they muf!: return, to the place 
which. they ha~ left. On their coming up, they. 
found Omai under tlle fame ·appre.henfions.; but 
hebad, as he imagined, an additiunal motive of 
terror; for, having obierved that they had dug 
, .. ,~. ;.. a hole . 
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a hole in the ground for an overt, which they 
were now heating, he could affign no other reafon 
for it, than -that they intended to roaft and 

devour our party: he even went fo far as to afk 

them whether that was their intention, at which 
t-hey were much furprifed, aGeing, in return, 

whether that cuftom prevailed among us. 
Thus were Mr. Anderfon and the others de~ 

tained the greateft part of the day, being fame, .. 
times feparated, and fometimes together; but 

continually in a croud, who frequently defired 
them to uncover parts of their {kin, the fight of 
which ftruck the Wanders with admiration. They 
at the fame time rifled the pockets of our coun .. 

trymeH; and one of them fnatched from Mr. 
Gore ~a -bayonet, which hung by his fide. This 

bei~g reprefented to one ot the chiefs, he pre~ 
tended to fend a perton in fearch of it, but pro .. 

bably countenanced the theft; for Omai, foon 
~rtel', had a dagger ftolen (ro111 his fide in the 
fa!ne manner. They now brought fome green 

boughs as emblems of (riendfhip, and fticking 
the ends of them in the ground, defired that our 
party would hold them as they fat, giving them 

to underftand,. that they muft fray and eat with 
~hem. The fight of a pig lying near the oven 

which they had prepared and heated, removed 

Omai's.appr-ehenfions of being put into it him
fdf, and made-him think that it might be intend .. 

t:d -fQf the repair of him and his three friends.· 
I 2 The 
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The chief alfo fent fome of his people to provide 
food fOl' the cattle, and they returned with a few 
plantain trees, which they conveyed to ~he boats. 
In the mean time, Mefrrs. Burney and Anderfon 
maQe a fecond attempt to get to the be~ch j but, 
on their arrival, they found themfelves watched: 
by people who feemed to have been ftationed 
there for that purpofe; for, when Mr. Anderfon 
endeavoured to, wade in upon the reef, one of 
them dragge~ him back by his clothes. They 
alfo infifted ..upon his throwing down fomepieces' 
of coral that he had picked up, and, on his re-' 
fufal to comply, took them from him by force. 
Nor would they fuffer him to retain fome fmall 
plants, Which he had gathered. They likewif~ 
took a fan from Mr. Burney, which, on his com
ing aihore, he had received as a prefent. Find .. 
ing that obed'lence to their will was the only me
thod of procuring better treatment, the gentle
men returned to the place they had quitted j and 
the natives now promifed, that, after they had 
partaken of a repaft which had 'been prepared: for 
them, they ihould be furniihed with a canoe to 
carry them off to their boats. Accordingly,: the. 
fecond chief to whom they had been prefented,' 
having feated himfelf on a low ftool, and direCl:ecl 
the multitude to form a Jarge ring, made them 
fit down by him. A number of cocoa-nuts were 
now brougbt, with a quantity of baked plantain! , , 
-and a pie,ce of the pig that had been dreffed, was 

, J placed' 
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-placed before each of them. Their fatigue, how
ever, had taken away their appetites; but they 
eat a little to pleafe their entertainers. It being 
now near fun-fet, the Wanders fent down to the 
beach the remainder of the provifions that had 
been dre£fed, to be carried to the fhips. Our 
gentlemen found a canoe prepared to put them 
off to their boats, which the natives did with 

, great caution; but as they were pufhing the canoe 
. into the furf, one of them fnatched a bag out of 
her; which contained a pocket-piftol belonging 
to Mr. Anderfon, who calling out to the thief 
with. marks of the higheft difpleafure, he [warn 

. back to the canoe with the bag. The iflanders 
then put them on board the boats, with the cocoa
nuts, plantains, an~ other provifions; and they 
immediately rowed back to the !hips. 

The reftrained fituation of thefe gentlemen 
gave them very little opportunity of obferving 
the country: for they were fe1dom a hundred 
yards fi·om the place where th~y had been intro
duced to the chiefs, and confequentIy were con
fined to the furrounding objects. The firf!: thing 
that attracted their notice was the number of 
people, which muft have been at leaft two thou

fand. E~cept a few, tho-fe who had come on 
board the !hips were all of an inferior dafs j for a 
great number of thofe that our gentlemen met 
with 9n {hore, had a fuperior dignity of demeanor, 
and their complexion was much whiter. In ge-

I 3 neral, 
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neral, they had their hair, which was long and 
· black, tied on the crown of the head. Many of 
the young men were perfea 1110qelS in ihape, and 
of a delicate complexion. The old men were, 
many. of them, corpulent; and they, as well as 

· the young, had a remarkable fmoothnefli of {kin, 
Their general drefs <;:onfifted of a piece of cloth 
wrapped about the waift, but fame had pie~es of 

· mats, moft curioufly variegated with blac~ and 
white, formed into a kind of jacket without 
fleeves; while others wore conical caps- made ,of 
the core of a cocoa-nut, interwoven with beads. 
]n their ears, which were pierced, they hung pieces 
of the membraneous part' of fame plant, or ft~ck 
there forne odoriferous. flower. The chiefs, and 
other perfons of rank, had two little balls,' with 
a common b9-fe, made of bone, which they hung 
found their necks with {jnall cord. Red feathers 
'are here confidered as a particular mark of dif
tinCtion; for none but the chiefs, and the young 
-women who danced, aifumed them. Some of 
the men were punCl::ured all o;er the fides and 
-back, and fome of the women had the fame or
nament (if it deferves that name) on their kgs, 
·The ell~erly women had their hair cropped fhoh, 
llnd many of th~m were cut all over· the foro-part 
.of the body in oblique lines. The wife of a 
chief appeared with her child, laid in a piece of 
red cloth, which had been prefented to her hur .. 

band; the fuckled the infant much afte ... th~ man", 

ner 



PA elF leo C E AN. 

-her of our women. Another chief introduced 

his daughter, who was young, beautiful, and 

modeft. No perfonal deformities were obferved 

in either [ex, except in afew individuals who had 

fears of broad ulcers remaining on the face and 

other parts. 
Many of.the natives were armed \vith fpears and 

:clubs, 'the latter of which were generally about 

fix feet long> made of a hard black wood, neatly 
poliihed. The fpeats were fanned of the fame 

wood, fimply pointed, and were in general twelve 
Jeet long; but fome were fo fhort as to feem in

tended for darts. 
They preferved their candes from the fun under 

the ihade of various trees. Our gentlemen faw 
eight or ten of them, a1l double ones; that is, 
two fingle ones fafl:ened together by rafters lafhed 
acrols. They were about four feet deep. and in 
length about twenty feet, and the fides were round

ed with a plank raifed upon them.' Two of there 
canoes were curiouay ftained all over with black, 

in innumerable finall figures, as triangles, fquares, 

&c. and were far fuperior to any (hingof the 

kind Mr. Anderfon had ever feen at any other 
Wand in the South-Sea. The paddles were al
'moft elliptical, and about four feet long. 
: Moft of the trees obferved by Mr. Anderfon, 

were cocoa-palms, fome fpecies of bibijcus; a fore 

of euphorbia, and many of the fame kind he had 
feen at Mangeea. The latter are tall and fien-

I 4 der" 



I: !lO }\. V 0 Y AGE TOT H E 

cler, refembling a cyprefs; and are called by the 
natives etoa. He alfo faw a fpecies of COJIvo/vulu$, 

and fome treacle-mlirtard; belldes which, there 

are doubtlefs other plants and fruit-trees which he 

had not an opportunity of feeing. The foil, to

wards the i"ca, is nothing more than a bank of 
coral, generally fteep and rugged, which, though 
it has probably been for many centuries expo fed 

to the weather, has fuffered no further change 
than becop1ing black on its furface. The reef 
or rock, with which the fhore is lined, runs to 
different breadths into the fea~ where it refembles 
a high fieep wall: it is of a browniih colour, and 
nearly even with the furface of the water; and 
though its texture is rather porous, it i~ capable 
of withftanding the wafhing of the furf which 

conftantly breaks upon it. 

Though the landing of our gentlemen was the 
means of enriching the narrative of the voyage 

with the preceding particulars, the principal ob
ject in view was partly unattained; for we fcaree 
procureq any thing worth mentioning from the 
ifland. 

It has been already mentioned, that Omai was 

fent upon ,his expedition as I\Ir. Gore's interpre

ter i which, perhaps, was not the only ferviee he 
performed this day. He was queftioned by the 
natives concerning us, our country ,our fhip£J 

and arms; in anfwer to which, he told them, 

:'D10Dg many other particlliars, that o\Jr country 

hac\ 
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had fhips as large as their iOand, on board of 

which were implements of war (defcribi ng our 
guns) of fuch dimenGons, as to contain feveral 

people within th.em; one of which could demo. 

lith the iOand at one fhat. As for the guns ill 

our two fhips, he acknowledged they were but 
fmall in comparifon with the former; yet even 
with thefe) he faid, we could with great eafe, at 

a confiderable diftance, deftroy the iQand, and 

'every foul in it. On their enquiring by what 

means this could be done, Omai produced [orne 

cartridges from his pocket, and having fubmitred 

to infpeCtion the balls, and the gunpowder by 

\yhich they were to be tet in motion, he difpafed 
the l.atter upon the ground, and, by means of a 
piece of lighted wood, fet it on fire. The fud
den blaft, the. mingled flame and fmoke, that in~ 

ftantaneouOy fucceeded, filled the natives with 
fuch aftoni!hment, that they no longer doubted 

the formidable power of our weapons. Had it 
not been for the terrible ideas they entertained of 

the guns of our !hips, from this fpecimen of their 

mode of operation, it was imagined that they 

would have detained the gentlemen the whole 

night; for Omai affured them, that, jf he and 

his friends did not return on board the fame day, 

they 11light expeCt that the Commodore would 
lire upon the iOand. 

Though this iOand had never before been vi

(lfQd br Europe;:msl there were o~her ihangers 
DOW 
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now refiding in it; and it was entirely owing to 
Omai's accompanying Mr. Gore, that this' re· 
markable circumftance eame to our knowledge. 
He had fcareely landed on the 'beach, when he 
found, among the crowd, three of his own coun
trymen, natives of the Society IOes. At the dif
tanee of about two hundred leagues from thofe 
iflands? an imrnenfe ocean intervening, with fuch 
miferable fea-boats as their inhabitants make ufe 
of, fuch a meeting, at fuch a place, fo acciden
tally vifited by us, may be eonfidered as one of 
thofe extraordifJary and unexpeCted fituations, 
which ftrike a curious obferver with wonder' and 
amazement. The mutual furprize and pleafure 
with which Omai and his countrymen engaged in 
converfation, may eafily be ilnagined. Their 
ftOfY, as related by them/elves, is a very affe'C\:
ing one. About twenty perfons, male and fe
male, had embarked in a canoe at Otaheite, with 
an intention of croffing over to Ulietea; but they 
were prevented by contrary winds from reaching 
the latter, or returning to the former it1and. 
Their frock of provifions being foon exhaufted, 

they fuffered inconceivable hardlhips. They 
paffed many days without fuftenance, in confe
quence *of which their number graduaUy,dimi
nilhed, worn out by famine and fatigue. Only 
four men furvivc:d, when their canoe was overfet. 
The deftruCti~n of this' fmail remnant now {eern
eclinevitable i however, they continued hallgiIJg 

by 
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by the fide of the ve£fel, during fGlme or the laft 
da.ys, till they providentially came in fight of the 
inhabitants of this iOand, who fent out canoes, 

, and brought them on !hare. One of thefe' four 

had !inee died .. The other three were fo well fa
tisned with t1~e generous treatment they met with. 
here, that they refufed the offer made them by 
our ge~tleillen, at the requei1:: of Omai, of taking 
them on board our !hips,. and refloring them to 
their native iflands. They had arrived upon this 
co aft at leafr twelve years ago. Their names 

. were"f avee, Otirreroa, and Orououte: the former 
was born at Huaheine, the fecond at Ulietea, and 
the latter at Otaheite. The application of the 
~preceding narrative is obviOlfS. It will ferve to 
explain, in a more fatisfaCl:ory manner than the 
flimfy conjefrures of fome fpecul~tive reafoners, 
how the detached parts of the world, and, in 
particular, the iQ.ands of the Pacific Ocean, may 
have been firft peopled; thofe efpecially which. 
lie at a confiderable diftance from each other, or 
.from any inhabited continent. 
. The natives of this iOand call it by the name 
~f Wateeoo. It is fituated in the longitude of 
201

0 45' eaa, and in the latitude of 2.0° I' fouth; 
and is about fix leagues in circuit. It is a beau
tiful fpet, with a furface covered with verdure~ 
and compofed of hills and plains. The foil, in 
Come parts, is light and fandy: but, further up 
,the coun~ry~ we faw from the iliip, by the affift-

I 

ancc 
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ance of our glaffes, a reddiili caft on the riling 
grounds. There the iilanders build their houfes, 

for we could perceive feveral of them, which 
were long and fpacious. Its produce is nearly 
the fame with that of Mangeea Nooe Nain~iwa; 

the iiland we had laft quitted. 
If we may depend on Omai's report of what 

he learned from his three countrymen in the 

courle of converfation, the manners of the peo
ple of Wateeoo, their general habits of life, and 
their method of treating fh-angers, greatly re
femble thofe that prevail at Otaheite, and its 
neighbouring illands_ There is alfo a great fimi •. 
larity between their religious opinions and cere
monies. From every circumfrance, indeed, it 
may be confidered as indubitable, that the inha
bitants of Wateeoo derive their deicent from the 
fame frock, which has fo remarkably diffufed ic
felf over the immenfe extent of the Southera 
Ocean. Omai affured us, that they dignified their 
inand with the pompous appellation of Wenooa no 
Ie Eatooa, implying a land of Gods; efreeming 
themfelves a l{.i~d of divinities, poffdfed with 
the fipirit of the Eatooa. Their lanO"uaa'f was o 0 . 

equally wellunderfrood by Omai, and by our two 
New-Zealanders who were on board: its peculia ... · 
rities, when compared with the other dialetts~ we 
cannot point out; for the memorandum-book, in 

which Mr. Anderfon had put down a fpecimen' 
of it, was !taleo by the natives. . 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. Ill. 

Otakootaia viJited-Difcripfion of the I;land, and its 
Produce-Birds-Fifh-Vijit Hervey's ljland
Dijcover it to be inhabited-'fhe Inhabitants re

, fafe to come on board-'Iheir Propel1jity to 'IheJt
'1heirManners, Perjons, DreJs, Canoes, &c.-

, Make a fruitlifs Attempt to land-Bear away 
for the Friendly ljlands-'Iwo ljlets of Palmer
}lon's Jfland touched at-Dejcription of the ljlets, 
their Produce, &c.-Refrejhmmts promred there 

o:-Proc.eed to the Friendly ljlands. 

CAL M S and light airs having alterlUtely 
prevailed all the night of the 3d of April, 

before day-break the eaflerly fwell had carried the 

1bips fome difrance from Wateeoo; but having 

failed of procuring, at that place, fame effet1:ual 
fupply, there appeared no reafon for our conti", 

riuing there any longer; we therefore willingly 
'qbitted it~ and freered for the iil-and which we 

had 'difcovered three days before. 
We got up with it about ten o'clock in the 

morning, when Captain Cook immediately dif,. 
patched. Mr. Gore with two boats, to fee if he: 
eould'land, and get fubfifrence for our cattle 
Though a reef furrounded the land here, as at 
''/f7rlfeeoo, and a confiderahle furf broke againft th~ 

rocks, our -boats no fooner reached the weft-fide 
:,,) of 
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of the iiland, btlt they ventured in, apd Mr. Gore 
and his attendants arrived L.fe on fhore. Captain 
Cook feeing they had fo far fucceeded, f~nt a 
fmall boat to know if farther affifrance was re
quired. She waited to take in a lading of the 

produce of the ifland, and did ~not return till 
three o'clock in the afternoon: bein~ cleared, ihe 
was fent again for another cargo; the joUy-boat 
was alfo difpatched upon the fame bufiners" with 
orders for Mr. Gore to return with the boats, be

fore night, which orders were punCtually ob .. 
ferved. 

The fupply obtained here was about two hun .. 
dred cocoa-nuts for ourfel yes, and for our cattle 
fome grafs, and a quantity of the leaves and 

branches of young cocoa-trees, and the pandanusl 
This ifiand lies about three or fOll..r.,leaguelf 

from fVateeoo, the inhabit~nts of which call it 
Otakootaia. It is in the llatitude of I9Q 15' fOlJth, 
and the longitude of 201

0 37' eafr, and is, fup .. 
pofed not to exceed three miles in circuit., ~ 

This i,nand is entirely defritute of ~·ater. 
Cocoa-palms were the ~nly common.t~ees found: 
there, of which there were .feveral c1ufters, and 
great quanti ties of the wharra, or. ·pandanUJ •. 
There were alfo the callophyJlum; jurian,a, ::witb. a. 
few other .ft1rubs; alfo a fort of bind-wer:d, treacle .. 
muflard, a fpecies of Jpurge, and the murrina", citri .. 
folia; the fru i t of whkh is fometim~ eaten. by 
th~ nativ.es.of Otah.eite. Omai, whQJan~dwith: . . . , 

the; 
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the' party, drdfed fome of it for their dinner, bu~ 
they thought it very indifferent. 

A beautiful cuckoo, of a chefnut brown, varie

gated with black, was the only bird feen amongft 
the trees; but, upon the ihore, were a [mall fort 
of curlew, blue and white herons, fome egg-birds, 

and great numbers of noddies. 
One of the cGmpany caught a lizard running 

up a tree; . though fin all , it had a moil: forbidding, 
'afpeCl:. . Many of another fort were alfo feen. 
Infinite' numbers..- of a kind of moth, elegantly 
fpeckled with black, white and red, frequented 
th~ bullies towards the [ea. Some other forts of 
moths and pretty butterflies were feen. 

At this time there were no fixed inhabitants.· 
upon the Wand; but we difcovered a few empty 
huts, which convinced us of its being, at leaft, 
Qccafionally vifited. Monuments, confifting of 
feverallarge frones, were alfo ereCl:ed under the. 
fhade of fome 'trees: there were al[o [ome [maller, 

~>nes, with which feveral places were inclofed~ 

where we fuppofed their. dead had been buri,;. 
ed. We found in one place a greatmany cockle4 

fuells, of a particular fort, finely grooved, and 
larger than the fift; from which it was conjec~ 
tured, that the iOand had been vifited by perfons. 

who fometimes feed on ihell-fith. Mr. Gore left 
fomenails and a.hatchet in one of the huts, for' 

the ufe of chore who might vifie the ifiand in 
future. 

1he 
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The boats being hoifted in, we made fail again 
to the northward, refolving to try our fortune at. 
Hervey's IOand, which was difcovered by Captain' 
Cook in 1773, during his laft voyage. We got 
flaht of it about day- break in the morniAg of the 

D 

6th, at the diftance of about three leagues.,. We 
approached it about eight o'clock, and obferved 
feveral canoes coming from the fhore towards the 
!hips. We were rather furprized at this circum
fiance, as no traces or figns of inhabitants were 
feen when the iOand was firft difcovered': this, 
indeed, might be owing to a briO{ wind that then 
blew, and prevented their canoes venturing: out. 

Advancing ftill towards the iOand, fix or [even 
double canoes immediately came ncar us, with 
from three to fix men in

l 

each of them. At the 
difrance of about a froile's throw from the fhip: 
they fropped, and it wa's with difficulty that Om.ai: 
prevailed on them to come along-fide;' but they 
could not be induced to truft themfelves on board. 
Indeed, their diforderly behaviour did not indi
c-ate a difpofition to truft us, or to treat us well. 
They attempted to fteal fome oars out of the Dif
covery's boat, and ftrucka man for endeavouring to 
prevent them. They alfo cut away a net contain
ing meat, which hung over the ftern of that 1hip, 
C\ild at firft would not reftore it, though theyafrer-' 
wards permitted us to purchafeitfrom them. Thofe 
who were about the Refolution, behaved equally 
diforderly ind daring; fOf, with a fort of hooks 

made 
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made of a long ftick, they openly endeavoured to 
fob us of feveral things, and actually got a frocJi 
b~longii1g to one of our people. It appeared thilt 
they had a knowledge of bartering, for they 
exchanged fame fiill for fame of our fmall 
nails, of which they were extravagantly' fond, 
and called them goore. Pieces of paper, or any 
other trifling article that was thrown to them, they 
caught with the greatefi avidity; and if what was 
thrown fell into the fea, they immediately plungecl 
into fw!m after it. 

-, Though the i:liftance between Herveis Iiland 
and 'Wateeoo is not very great, the inhabitants 
differ greatly from each other, both in perfon and 
diCpofition. The colGur of the natives of Hervey's 
Ifland is of a deeper cafi, and feveral of them had 
a fierce favage afpea, like the natives of New
Zealand, though fame were fairer. Their hair 
was long and black, either hanging loofe about 
their'ihoulders, or tied in a bunch on the top of 
the head. Some few, indeed, ~ad it cropped 
iliort, and, in two or three of them, it was of a 
red or brownilh colour. Their cloathing was a 
narrow piece of mar, bound feveral times, round 
the lower part of the body, and paning between 
the thighs. We faw a fine cap of red feathers 
lying in one of the canoes, and fame amongft 
them were ornamented with the fhell of a pearl .. 
oyfter, polilhed, and hung about the n~ck. 

VOL. !.··_N o 3. K The 
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The mode of ornament, 10 prevalent among the 

natives of this ocean, of puncturing or tatooing 

their bodies, n9t one of them had adopted; but 
though they were fingular in this refpeCl:; their 
beina of the fame common race is not to be o -
doubted. Their language more refenlbled the 

dialeCt of Oraheitc, than that of Mangeea or Wa~ 
teeoo. Like the natives of thefe il1ands, they 
enquired from whence we came, whither bound, 

the {hip's name, the name of our chief, and the 
number of men on bOJrd. Such queftions as we 
propofed to th~m, they very readily anfwered. 
They informed llS, among mher things, that they 
had before feen two large fhips, like ours, but 
had not fpoken to them as they paired. There
were, doubtlefs, the Refolution and Adventure~ 

They acquainted us that the !lame of their iOand 

was Terouggemou Atooa; and that they were 
fubje[t to Teerevatooeah, King of \Vateeoo. 

Their food, they faid, confilled of cocoa-nuts, 

fiJh, and turtle ~ beiog deftitute of dogs and hogs, 

and the ifiand not producing bread-fruit or plan-. 
tains. Their canoes (ncar thirty of which ap

peared one time in fight) are tolerably large, and 
well built, and bear fome refemblance to- thofc 
of \Vatet;oo. 

vVe drew near the north-weft part of the il1and 

about one o'clock. This feemecl to be the only 
p::rt w here we could expeCt to find anchorage, OF 

a la[1.:!in~-place for our boats. CaF:::1 Cook 

imme·, 
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immedia-tely difpatched Lieutenant King, with 
two armed boats, to found and reconnoitre the 
toaft. The boats were 110 fooner hoifted out, than 
our -new vifitors fufpended their traffic with US~ 

pufhing for !hore as faft as poffible, and came no 
more near us. 

The boats returned at three o'clock, and Mr. 
King informed Captain Cook, that he could find 
no anchorage for (he fhips; and that the boats 
could advance no farther than the outer edge of 
the reef~ which was almoft a quarter of a mile 
from the dry land. That a number of the natives 
came upon the reef, arined with clubs and long 
pikes, meaning, as he fuppofed, to oppofe his 
landing; . though; at the fame time, they threw 
cocoa-nuts to our people; and requefted them to 
come on !hore; and, notwithftanding tbis feem .. 
iog friendly treatment, the women were very 
active in bringing down a frefh fupply of darts 
and fpears. 

Captain Cook confidered that, as we could not 
bting the !hips to an al1chor, the attempt to pro
cure grafs here would be attended with delay and 
'Ihlflger. Being thus difappointeq in all the il1ands 
after our leaving New-!Zealand, and having, from 
variety of circumftanccs, been unavoidably re'" 
ttrded in our progrefs, it was in vain to ,think of 
doing·any thing this year in the high latitudes of 
the northern hemifphere, from which we were 
then fQ far diftant, though it was then the feafon 

K 2 for 
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for our operations therc~ Thus fituated, it wag 
neceirary to purfue fuch mea(ure~ as appeared, beft 
calculated to prefcrve ou'r, cattle, and fave, the 
fiorcs and proviflOllS of the fhips; thebett~r to 
enable us to profecute our northern difcoveries,' 
which could not now commence till a year later 
than, was intended. 

If we could fortunately have procured a fupp!y 
of water and gra[s, at any of the Wands we had 
lately vifited, Captain Cook intended to have 
flood back to the fouth; till he had got a wefterly 
wind. But, withou~ fuch a fupply, the certain 
co~fequence of ,doing this, wouid have been:'the 
10fs of the cattle before it was :P?ffible for us to 
reach ,Otaheite" without gaining a fingle poin~,of 
advantage refpecting ,the grand object of our yoy", 
age. 

The Captain, therefore, determined to bear 
away for the Friendly I:llanru, where he k.new he 
could be well fupplied with every thing he wanted: 
and, it being neceifary to run night and day, he 
ordered Captain Clerke to keep a league a-head 
of the Refolmion; becaufe his fuip could beft 

claw off the land, which we might pollibly fall in 
with, in our pafi~ge. " ._' . 
w~ fihred weil by fouth, with a fine bree~., 

Captain Cook prGpofed to l~roceed firO: to Mid-~ 
d\eburgh, or EOG3, thinking we might, perhaps, 
have, provifioI1 eno~Jgh for the cattle,_ to laft, till 
V(~ fhould arrive at that i:lland. But the next day, 

about 
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~b()ut noon~ thofe. faint breezes that had fo long 

retarded us, agai'l) .returned ~ and we found it ne
ceifary to get il;tO the laritl1Cle of' Palmerfton's 

and Savage lthnds, which Captain Cook difco

vered in 1774 i that, in cafe of neceffiLY. recourfe 

might be had to them. 

In order to f:lve our "vater, Captain Cook or. 
dered the -mil to be kept at work a whole day; 
d?ring which ti::ne we procured about fifteen gal
lons of frefh water. 

14efe light ~req;es contin.ued till Thurfday 
the loth, ",hen' the wind blew fome hours frelli 

from th~' north, and north 110rth weft. In the 
af~ernooo we had fome vcry 11eavy rain) ::mended 
with, thunder fqualls.. \Ye coller2ui as much 
rai9-water as filled five of our puncheons. WIlen 
there [quails 'had Llown over, the wind v,'as very 

un(~~tled, bQth in ftrel1gth and in pofidoll, fill 
the. nelt day at noon~ when it fi:x:ed at nonh-weft, 
~l1d north north-weft, and blew a frdh br~eze. 
, W~ wer~ thu~ pc;:rfe~uted with a wind io our 

te~th, and had the additional mortification to find 
thofe'yery winds, he.re, which we h~d reafon to 
e¥pe4 '.farther foutIl.' ~t' day..,break, however2 

o,n the I 3th1., w~ per~eived 'Palmerfton's I:fland~ 
~~~riog weit' by fOl.1th" at the difiance of about 

five leagues; ,bur did not, get vp with it till the 
next,!Uorning, at eight: Captain Cook thendif~ 
p,at~h~d lhree' boats from the RefulutiOll!\ and one 

f~ th~' Difcovery,' with a proper 'of1lcer in each, ' 
, " K 3 tQ 
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to fearch for a convenient landing-place; we 
being now under ~n abfolute neceffity of pro

curing here fome provender for our catrIe, or we 
mufi certainly have loft them. 

What is called Palmerfton's Inand, conlifis of 

a group of fmall iOets, about nine or ten in num
ber, conneCted together by a reef of coral rocks, 

and lying in a circular direction. The boats firft 
examined the moft fouth-eafterly iOer; and, not 
fucceeding there, ran down to the fecond, where 
they immediately landed. Captain Cook then 
bore down with the iliips, till we were a-breaft 
of the place, where we kept £landing off and on, 
there being no bottom to be found to anchor 
upon. This, however, was of no m~terial con
fequence, as there were no human beings upon 
the ifland, except the party who had l",nded from 
our boats. 

At one o'clock one of the boats returned, 
laden with [curvy-grafs, and young cocoa-trees, 
which was, at this time, a mo£l excellent repaft 
for OUf animals on board. A meffage was alfo 
brought from Mr. Gore, who commanded the 
party upon this expedition, acquainti.ng us that 
the ifland abounded with [uch produce, and aIfo 
with the wharra-tree and Cocoa-nuts. In confe. 
quence of this information, Captain Cook te-., 
folved to get a fufficient fupply of thefe articles 
before he quitted this fiation, and accordingly 
:went afhore in a fmall boat, accompanied by the 

Captain 
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'Captain of the Difc:overy. The ifiahd does not 
exceed a mile in citcumferen€:e, and is not ele
vated above three feet beyond the level of the 
fea. It confifted almoft entirely of a coral fand, 
with a fmall mixture of blackiil1 mould, which 
appeared to be produ-ced from rotten vegetables. . 

This poor foil is, however, covered with the 
fame kinds of fhrubs and bullies as we had feen 
at Ot2kootaia or \\' enooa-etre, though not in (0 

gYfat varrety. We perceived a great number of man 
of v,ar birds, tropic bi(ds, and two forts of boo bies, 
which were then laying their eggs, and fo ex
ceedingly tame as to pel'mit us [6 take them off 
their nefts, which conGlt only of a few fticks 
loofely put together. Thefe tropic birds differ 
effentiatly from the common fort', oeing of a beau
tiful white, {lightly tinged with red, and having 
two long tail-feathers of a deepifh crimfon. 

On'r people killed a confiderable number of each 
fort, which, though not the moil: delicate kind 
of food, were highly acceptable to us, who had 
\)een a long time confined td a falt diet. 'Ve 
faw plenty of red crabs cre~ping about among 
the trees; and caugr..t feveral £1ih, which, when 
the fea retreated, had been left in boles llpon the 
reef. ., 

At one patt of thf reef, which bounds the lake 
wirhin, almoft even with rilt furface, there was a 
targe bed of coral, which afforded a moO; eo
~hlmting profpeCt. Irs bafe, which wadlxed to 

the 
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the fhore, extended fa far that it could not b~ 

feen, fo that it appeared to be fufpended in the 
water. The fea was then unruffled, and the re
fulgence of the fun expofed the various forts of 
coral, in the moft beautiful order; fame parts 
luxuriantly branching into the water; others ap
pearing in vaft variety of figures; and the whole 
greatly heightened by fpangles of the richeft co .. 
lours, glowing from a number of large clams, 
interfperfed in every part. Even this delightful 
fcene was greatly improved by the multitude of 
fifhes, that gently glided along, feemingly with 
the moft perfeCt fecurity. Their colours were 
the moft beautiful that can be imagined; blue, 
yellow, black, red, &c. far excelling any thing 
that can be produced by art. The richnefs of 
this fubmarine grotto was greatly increafed by' 
their various forms; and the whole could not 
pollibly be furveyed without a pleafing tranfport, 
accompanied, at the fame time, with regret, that 
a work fo aftonifhingly elegant fuould be conceal
ed in a place fo feldom explored by the human· 
eye. 

Except a piece of a canoe that was found upoI\ 
the beach, no traces were difcoverable of inhabi
tants having ever been here; and probably ~ha~ 
may have been drifted from forne other Wand. 
\Ve were furprifed, however, at perceiving rome 
fmall brown rats on this little iOand; a circum
~ance, perhaps, not t2fily accounted ~or, unlefs 

we 



PAC I FIe 0 c E A N. 

,we admit the pollibility. of their being imported 
in the canoe, of which we faw the remains. 

The boats being Jaden, Captain Cook rt:![urned 
on board, leaving Mr. Gore and his party to pars 
the night on (hore, to be ready for bufinefs eady 
the next morning. 

The 15th, like the preceding day, was fpent 
in collecting fubfi£1:ence for the cattle, confifting 
principally of tender branches of the wharta-tret\ 
p.alm~cabbage, and young cocoa-hut trees. A 

,fufficient fupply of thefe having been procLlre<i' 
by fon-f~t, Captain Cook ordered all the people 
on hoard : bur, having very little wind, he de· 
termine.d to employ the next day, by enqeavout
il)g, from the next ifiand to leeward, to get fom'e' 
cocoa-nuts for our people: for this purpofe, we 
kept ftanding off and on all night; and, about 
nine o'clock in the morning, we went to the weft .. , 

, fide of the il1ands, and landed, from our boats, 
with little difficulty. The people immediately 
employed themfelves' in gathering cocoa n\.Jts~ . 
which we found in the greateft plenty; but it was· 
a tedious operation to convey them to our boats, 
~eing obltged to carry them half a mile over the 
r~ef, up to the middle in water. Omai, who a,ccOIn
panied,us, prefently c'atlghr, with a fcoop~net, as 
many fiih as fupplied the' par'ty on {hore for din- ' 
ner, IDefides fending a quantity to each {hip. Men' 
.~f War, ·anel tropic-birds, were 10\.1l1dhere in 
abundance; fo that we fared moft fumptuou{]y. 

In 
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In there e:x:curfions to the uninhabited illands, 
Omai was of the greateft fervke to us. He 
caught the 6th, and drelfed them, as well as the 
birds we killed, after the falbion of his country. 
with a dexterity and chearfulnefs that did him ho
nour. Before night, the boats made two trips, 
and were each time heavy laden: with the laft, 
Captain Cook returned on board, leaving his 
Third Lieutenant, Mr. Williamfon, with a party. 
to prepare another lading for the boats againfi 
the next morning. 

Accordingly, Capt. Cook difpatched them about 
feven o'clock, and, by noon, t:hey returned laden. 
No delay was made in fending .them back for 
another cargal with orders for all tel- be on boardl 

by fun-fet. Thefe orders' being punchra-Uy obr.y
ed, we hoifted. in the boats, and failed tQ th~ weft" 
ward, with a light air from the nonh.. 

The iJ.let we laft came from is fomewhat large!' 
than the other, a.nd almoft covered with cocoa., 
palms. The other productions were the fa~e as 
at the firO: ifier. On the beach Were found two 
pieces of board, one of which was- rUdely carved, 
and an elliptical paddle. Thefe were. perhaps.~ 
a part of the fame canoe, the remains of which 
we had feen on the other beach. the two iners. 
being within half a mile of each other. There 
were not fa many crabs here as at the lail: place, 
but we found forne fcorpions and other infeCts, 
and a much greater number of lith upon the reefs .. 

Among 
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Amongthe refl were fame beautiful large fpotted 
eels, which would raife themfelves Qut of the 
water, and endeavour to bite their purfllers. 
There were alfo fnappers, parrot-fifu, and a brown 
[potted rock.-fifb, not larger than a haddock, fo 
!i1me, that it would remain fixed, and ga~e at us. 
Jf we had been really in want, a fufficient fup
ply might eafily have been had, for thouf .. mds of 
the clams ftuck u pan the red" Olany of which 
weighed t~o or three pOllnds. There were alfo fame 
otber forts of 1)lell-fifu; and, when tbe tide flow
ed, feveralfuarks came with it, forne of which were 
~illed by our people; but their prefence render
ed it, at that time, unfafe to walk in th.e water. 

Mr. Williamfon and his party, who were left 
on {bore, were niuch pe-fteTed in the night with 
mufquitoes. Some of them :f1lOt two c\lrl"ew5, 
a-~d faw fome plovers upon the fuore; one or two 
cuc1mos, like thofe at Wen.ooa-ett~, were alfa feen. 

The iflets, comprehended under the name of 
Palmerfton's Wand, may be faid to be the fum
mits Of a reef Of coral-rock, covered only with a 
thin coat of fand; though cloathed with trees 
and plants, like the low . grounds of the high 
illands of this ocean. 

Having left Palmerfton's Wand, we fteered 
weft, in order to proceed to Annamooka. We 
had variable winds, with' fquall~ fame thunder, 
and much rain. The fhowers bei'ng very copious, 

we (aved a confiderable quantity of water; and, 
as 
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~s we could procure a greater ft;lpply in one hour.:. 
by the rain, than by diftillation in a month, we 

laid the frill afide, as being attended with' mor~ 
trouble than advantage. 

The heat, which had continued in the extreme' 
for about a month, became much more difagree..; 
able in this clofe rainy weather, and we appre;,.. 
bended it would foon be noxious. It is, how~ 

ever, remarkable, that there was not then a nngle 
perf on fick on board either of the iliips • 
. We aaffed Savage Wand, which Captain Cook. 

clifcovered. in 1174., in the night between the 
2.4lh and 25th, and on the 28th, about ten o'dock 
in the morning, we faw the iilaods to the tZafiwiu'd' 
of Annamook.?l, bearing north by weft about fiye 
leaguesdiftant. We fleered, to the fouth-, and then' 
hauled up for Annamooka. At the a.pproachof 
{'tight, the weather being fqually,. with f3.1n;' w~ 
:ancholied in fifteen fathoms. wa.ter. 
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C HAP. ly. 

Raritr with t:be Natives of Komango and other 
ljlands, for Provifions; &c.---Arrivtli at &nntP
mooka '-- Variety cf 'l'ranfattions there --- A Pifit 
"received from Feenou, a principal Chief from 
'Iongataboo.--His Reception in the Jjland---Dines 
frequently on board the Refoluti(jn-~-Several In
fiances of the pilfering DiJpojition of the Nab 
. tivcs.--Punifhments in/HBed on them---Account of 
.. Annamo(}ka---Proceed to Hapaee. 

WE had not long anchored~ when two ca& 
noes paddled towards llS, and came along .. 

fide without delay or hefitation: there were four 
men in one of the canoes, and three in the other. 

They brought with them fome fugar-cane, bread
fruit, plantains, and cocoa-nuts, ~hich they bar
t~red with us for nails. After thefe canoes had 
left us, we were vifited by another; but as night 
was approaching, he did not long continue with 
us. The ifland neareft to us was Komango, which 
was five miles diftant; this 1hews ·how thefe peo
pie difregard trouble or danger, to get poffeffion 
of a few of our moft trifling articles. 
, At four o'clock the next morning, Captain 
Cook difpatched Lieutenant King with two boars 
to Komango, in order to procure refrdhments; 

and 
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and at five, made the fignal to weigh, toproceeq 

to Annamooka. 
As foon as day-light appeared, we were vifited 

by fix or feven canoes, bringing with them two 
pigs, fame fowls, feveral large wood-pigeons, 
fmall rails, and fame violet-coloured coots, be
fides fruits and roots of various kin~s; which 
they exchanged with us for nails, hatchets, beads, 
&c. They had other articles of commerce, but 
Captain Cook gave particular orders that no cu
riofities iliould be purchafed, till the !hips were 
fupplied with provifions, and till they had obtaio .. 
ed permiffion from him. . 

About noon, Mr. King's bah returned with 
{even hogs, fame fowls, a quantity of fruit and 
roots; and alfo fame grafs for our animalS'. His 
party was treated with great civility at Komango. 
The inhabitants did not appear to be numerous; 
and their huts, which almofrjoined to each other; 
were but indifferent. Tooboulangee, the chiet 
of the ifland, and another, named Taipa, came 
on board with Mr. King. They brought a hog, 
as a prefent to Captain Cook, and promifed to 

bring fame more the next day. 
The boats being a-board, we frood for Anna

mooka; and, having little wind, we intencfed to 

go between Annamooka-ette*, and the breakers 
aC the fouth-eaft; bur, on drawing near, we met 

'" Little Annamoo1a. 
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with very irregular foulldings, which obliged us 
to relinquifh ~he defign; and go to the fOl1th~ 

ward; This carried us to leeward, and we found 

it necelfary to fpend the night under fail. It waS 
dark and rainy, and we had the wind from every 
direction. The next morning, at day.light~ we 
were farther off than we had been the preceding 
evening; and the wind was now right in our 
teeth. 

We . continued to ply, to very little purpofe1 

the whole day; and, in the evening, anchored 
in thirty-nine fathoms water; the weft point of 

. Annamooka bearing eail: north-eail:, four miles 
diftant. Tooboulangee and Taipa, agreeable to 

their promife, brought off fame hogs for Cap
tain Cook: we obtained others, by bartering) 
from the different canoes that followed us, and 
a large quantity of fruit. It is remarkable, that 
thofe who vifited us from the ifiands, on that 
day, would hardly part with any of their com
modities to anyone but Captain Cook. 

At four the next morning, Captain Cook or .. 
tIered a boat to be hoifi:ed out, and the mafter to 
found the fouth-weft fide of Annarnooka. When 
he returned, he reported, that he had founded 
between Great and Little Annamooka, where he 
found ten and twelve fathoms depth of water; 
that the place was very well fbeltered from winds; 
but that no frefh water was to be had bl1t at a 
-(onfiderable difiance inland, and that, even there, 

F 
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it was neither plentiful nor good. For this very. 
lufUcieot reafon, Captain Cook refolved to an
chor on the nonh fide of the ifiand, where, in 

his laft voyage, he had found a convenient place 

for watering and landing. 
Though not above a league diftant, we did 

Qot reach it till about five o'clock in the after
noon, being retarded by the quantity of canoes 

that crowded round the fhips, laden with abun
dant fupplies of the produce of their iOand. 
$everal of thefe canoes, wbichwere double, had 
a large fail, and carried between forty and fifty 
men each. Several women too appeared in the 
canoes, incited, perhaps, by curiofity to vifit us; 
though they were 2S earn eft in bartering as the 
men, and ufed the paddle with equal fkill and 
dexterity. We came ro an anchor in eighteen 
fathoms water, the ifiand extending from eaft to 
fouth-weft, about three quarters of a mile dif· 

tanto Thus Captain Cook refumed the ftation, 
\ ... :11Ch he had occupied when he vifited Anna
mooka three years before; 'and probably where 
Tafman, who firft difcovered this iihnd, anchoreq 
in 1643. 

The next day, during the preparations for wa
tering, Captain Cook went albore, in the fore
noon, accompanied by Captain Clerke, and 
o(her~, to fix on a place for fetting up the obfer
"atones, the n:::tiH's having readily granted us 

pt:rmiilion. They (hewed us every mark of ci-

vility) 
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vil;ty, and accommodated us with a boat-haufe, 
which anfwered the purpofe of a tent. Toobou, 
the chief of the ifland, conducted Captain Cook 
and Omai to his houfe, fituated on a pleafanf: 
fpot; in the centre of his plantation. It was fur';' 
to.l1nded with a grafs.:.plor, which he faid was for 
the purpofe of cleaning their feet, before they 
entered his habitation. Stich an attention to 

c1eanlinefs we had never obferved before, where
ever we had vifitedi~ this ocean; though we af;, 
terwards found it to be very common at the 
Friendly iilands. No carpet in an Ellgli:!h draw
il1g-rcl0m could be kept neater, than the hlats 
which covered the 1100r of Tbobo~',s houfe~ 

\Vhile we were O-n iliore, we bartered for fome 
'hogs and fruit; and, when we arrived tin board, 

the fhips were crowded with the natives. As 
very -few of . the~ came empty-handed, we were 
(peedily fupplied with every tefreiliment. 
. In the afternoon, Captain Cook landed again~ 
with a iparty of. marines; and fuch of the cattle 
liS were in a weakly flate, were fellt on ilion: 
tvith him. Having fettled every thing to his fa ... 
ti's(attion, he retuioned to the ihip ih the evening, 

leaving Mr. King in command upon the iiland. 

Taipa was ndw beconie our tnifty friend, and, in 
order to be hear our party, had a hbufe c~r~ied 

a quarter of a miie, on men's ihbulders, and 
°l)\aced by the fide of the fhed which our party 
Qccupied. 

, VOL. I. NO.3' L pur 
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, Our various operatiol'ls on !hare began the next 
d:1Y. Some were bufied in making hay, others 
in fillinO' om water-callis, and a third party in 

to , 

cutting wood. On the fame day; Meffrs. King 
and Baily be>gan to obferve equal altitudes of the 
fUll, in order to get the rate of our time-keepers. 
In t~;e eve~ing, Taipa harangued the natives for 
fome time; hut we could only guers at the rub· 
jeer, and fuppofed he was inftrucring them how 

to treat us, and advifing them to bring the pro
duce of the ifland to market. His eloquence 

had the defired effect, and occafioned us to re

ceive a plentiful fupply of provifions the next 
, 'L day. ,,-, 

On the 4th of May, the Difcovery loft her 
fmaLl bower anchor, the cable being cut in two 
by the rocks, 

\Ye were vifired, on the 6th, by a chief from 
Tongaraboo, whofe narpe was Feenou: he was 

introduced by Taipa, as king of all the Friendly 

lacs. Captain Cook was now informed, that, 
on our arrival, a canoe had been immediately 

difpatched to Tongataboo with the news; which 
oCClfioned his coming to Annamooka. We wtre 

informed, by the officer on !hare, that, on his 
a;:·iva~ all the natives were ordered out to meet 
him, ,:ho ialuted him by bowing theif heads a,s 
low as his feet, t~~e foles of which, they touched 

with the palm of each hand, and afterwards with 

the back p:ut. A perfonage received with fuch 

extra· 
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extraordinary marks of refpett, could not be fup

pored to be any lefs than a king. 
Captain Cook, in the afternoon, went to pay 

a viiit to this great man, having firfi received 
from him a prefent of two fifh, brought on board 
by one of his attendants. As foon as the Cap
tain -landed, Feenou rcame up to him. He was 
tall and thin, and -appeared to be about thirty 
yeats Of age: his features were more of the Eu
ropean caft than any we had feen here. After the 
fidl: falutation, Captain Cook requefted fa know 
ir' he was king; as he entertained fome dOll bts 
on that fcore, -perceiving that he was not the 
man whom he remembered to have feen in that 
'chara~er during his former voyage. Taipa ea'. 
gerly anfwere,d for him, and mentioned no lefs 

than one' hundted and fifty-three if1ands, of which 
hewasthe:fovereign. Soon after, our grand vi
'fitar, attended by five or fix fervams, accom
panied us en 'board. Captain Cook made them 
fuitable prefents, andemenained them in a man
ner which he thought would, be mbf\: agreeable to 

them., r '. 

, Towards the~ evening,tlie Captain_attended 
them on fh'ore in his boat, into which, by order 
of ihe chitf, th'ree~ hogs were c0nveyed, as') a re
'tlTrn' for the' prefents he had received. We were 
then ';i'riformed of 'at1 . accident, ,the relation of 

whi~h' will convey f9me idea of the extent of the 

~uthori[y exertifed' here over the inferior people. 
L 2. While 
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White Feenou was on boa'rd the Rcfolurion, an 
inferior ch ief ordered all the natives to retire 
from the poft we occupied. Some of them, -how
ever, having venture.d to return, h~ beat them 
moil unmercifully, 'with a large ftick. One, in 
particular, received fo violent a blow 011 the fide 
of the face, that the blood gufhed from his 
mouth and noilrils; and, after lying motion-lefs 

for fome' time, he was removed from the place 
in convuHions. The perfon who gave the blow, 
on being t~ld that he certaillly had killed the 
man, only laughed at the circumftance; and, in
deed, it was very evident that he did not grieve 
for what had happened. We had afterwards the 
fatisfaCtion of hearing, that the poor fufferer was 

out of danger. 
On the 7th, the Difcovery having found her 

{mall bower anchor, fhifted her birth; but not 
till after her beft bower cable had met with the 
fate of the other. This day, Feenou dined with 
Captain Cook; and a1fo on the nex.t:; when he 
was attended by Taipa, Toobou, and, fame. other 
chiefs. None but Taipa, however, was peJ;mi1-
ted to fit at table with F eenou, or even 'to e~ 

in his prefence. Th~ Captain was highly pteafe~ 
on account of this etiquette; for before the ar
rival Qf F eenou, he had generally a larger. ~om,
pany than he chafe, his table being ovedlowr~ 
with vifitors of both {exes. For though, at 'Ota~ 
heite, the females are denied the privilege of eat-

ing 
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ing in company with the men, this IS not the 

ptaCtice a~ the FrieQdly Ifi~nds. 
A large junk axe having heen ftolt'n out of 

t~~ fuip by ope of rh,e n~tives, on the firft day of 

O)lJ arrivat at ,Annamooka,. application was' made 

to Feenou to exert his_ authority to get it reftored. 
who gave orders for that purpofe, which exaCl:ed 
fuchimplicit obedience, that it was brought on 
board before we, had finifued our dinner. We 

, ~". . • I ) 

had, inqeed, many opportunities of remarkiDg~ 

~ow expert thefe people were in thievery. E~en 

fome of their chiefs were not afhamed of acting 
in t~at profefliol1. On the 9th of May, one of 
th~ \vas ~ete,Cted carrying out of the !hip, the 

~~lt!le~onging tp ~h'e fpun~yarn winch, which he: 
h~d c~refully ~Q\~cealed Ul?der his clothes. For 

_this ~tfence Captain (:ook fe~tenced him to re

',eive a do~en lallies, an,d to be confitled till he; 
paid a ~og f9r Pis liberty ~ T~ough, after this 
circumftanc~, we were troubled with no more 

, , •• ,... • •••• • .,;' I ••• , 

l~jeYes of ranf.; their fery<!ot!i of naves \Verc~ 
~~nantly employeq ip this d~!ty bufinefs ~ anq 
they received a flogging witli fl~ ~uch feemin~ 
inpi~eren~e, as if it had beeq upon the main-. 
. m~1t When any of them were· capghr in the 
"q: 9f thieving, infi;e~d of interceding in their 
b~h~~f, their mafters would often advifc us to kill 

th~m. This b,eing a puniihmen~ w~ wfre no~ 
fp~d of ililfliCting, they Ufl1ally efcaped \vithout 
any kind of puniihment: they W~H~~lil~e iofen, 

L ~ fiblc 
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fible of tlle fhame and torture of corporal chaf

tifement. j~t kngth, however, Captain Clerke 
contrived·a mode of treatment, which we fup
pofed had fome effeCt. Immediately upon detec
tion, he ordered their heads to be completely 
fuaved, and thus pointed them out as objects of 
ridicule to their countrymen, and put our people 
llpon their guard, to deprive them of f~ture op
portunities for a repetition of their thefts. 

Feenotl was [0 fond of our company, that he 

dined on board every day, though he did not al
ways partake of our fare. On the loth, his, fer
vants brought him a mefs, which had been dreffed 
on fuore, conGfting of fifu, foup, and yams; 
cocoa-nut liquor had been ufed infread of water, 
in which the fifh had been boiled or ftewed (per
haps in a wooden veifel with hot frones) and it 
was carried on board on a plaintain leaf. Captain 
Cook tafted of the mefs, and was fa well pleafed 
with it, that he afterwards ordered fome filh to 
be dreffed in the fame way; but, though his cook 
fucceeded tolerably well, it was much inferior t. 

the difh he attempted to imitate. 
Having, ill a great mea[u re, exhaufted the 

Wand of alm0ft every article of food, on Sun
day the I Ith of May, we removed, from the 
fnore, the obfervatories, horfes, and other things 
that we had landed; intendinO' to fail as foon as 

b 

the Difcovery fuould have found her beft bower 

anchor. Feenoll, hearing that the Captain meant to 

proceed 
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proceed to Tonga~aboo, earnefilyentreated him (,0 

"leer his plan; expr~.(Iing as rnuch averuon to'ir, 
as if, by diveFfing h~mfrom it, he wiihed to pro
mote forne particular jntereft. of his own. He 
warmly recommended a group of ifland~, calJed 
Hapaee, lying, to the north-eaft; where, he af
fured ~s, we pOllld be eaGly and plen'tifully fup,:, 
plied with ev~ry refreihmenr; and evenoffen~d 

to attel,l.d us thieher in perfon. In confeqllence 
ofhi-s adv~ce, Hapaee was made choice of; and, 
as it had not been vifited by any European ihiEs, 
they furveying it became an objeCt to ~aptain 
Cook. 

On Tuefday the 13th, Captain Clerke's anchor 
was hap.pily recovered; and, on the morning 
of the' 14th, we gOt under fail, and left Ana-
inooka. ' . 
Th~ugh this Wand is fomewhat higbe~ than 

the other [mall ifles that furround it, y~t it, is 

lo~er th~~ Mangeea and \Vateeoo; an~ e~e[l 
~ho[e ate 'but of a moderate height. The !hore, 
where our !hips lay, confiftsof a freep, rllgged, 
co~al rock, about nine or ten feet high, . except 
two fandy beaches, whLch are defended from the 
(~a, hy a fe~f of the fame fort of rock., 1 n the 
Centre of the ifland there is a falt-wa~ef lake, 
about' -a 'mile and an half. in breadth, fquod 
whidi the ground rifes, with a gradual a[cent, 
,and we could not trace ita having any commu-
Utcation with the fea. ' On the riLing pans of the 

L 4> Wand 
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ifiand, and ef'pecial1y towards the 'fea, the {i.il i~ 

either of a blackilli loo[e mOLlid, or a reddilh 
j:lay; bLlt there is 110t a ftream of frenl water tQ 

pe found in any part of the iiland. 
The land here is well culti,'ated, except in a, 

few places; and, though fame parts appear to lie 
walle, they are only left to recover the frrengtlj 
exhaufred by conftant culture; for we oftell faw 
the natives at wor!~ upon thefe [pots, in ord~f 

to plant them aga~n. Yams and plantains forlll 
their principal plantations; many of which are 
very extenfive, and enclofed with fences of reeq 
about fix feet high. Fences of lefs comrafs were 
often feen within thefe, furrounding the ho~fes of 
the principal people. The bread-fruit and cocoa
nut-trees are interfpcrfed without any regular ot'
eer, but principally, near the ~abhatiQns of the 

• natives. The other parts of the ifiand, efpecially 
towards the rea, and round the lake, are 'covered 
with luxuriant trees and bullies; among whic4 
there are a great many mangroves and faitanoo
trees. All the rocks and frones about the ifiand 
are of coral, except in one place, to the right of 
the fandy beach, where there is a rock of abo\lt 
twenty-five feet in height, of a calcareous fione~ 

2nd of a yellowiih coiour; but, even here, fame 
large pieces are to be feen of the {arne coral rock 
~s that which compofes the ilion:. . . , 

We fowetimes amufed o~r[elves in walking .up 
~~. country and fuooting wild ducks, refembling 

911f 
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our widge~n, which are very numerous on the
t 

fillt lak~, '~s well as on the pool where we pro
~ured' our water. We fOll,nd, in thefe q.curfions, 
~hat ~he inhahitants frequently deferred their houfes 

-t.o repair £0 ~he trading place, wi[hout entertain
ing the leait fufpicion cha.t {hangers would take 
r.way or defrroy any property that belonged to 

them. F.\"om this circumfrance it might be fup_ 
pofed, that mofr of the natives were fometimes 
tolleCted qn the beach, and thar there would be 
no great difficulty in forming an accurate com
putation of their number; but the continual 
refort of v~{i[ors, from other ilJands, rendered it 
~mpombly. However, as we never faw more 
~han a thotlfand perfons colJected at one time, it 
p1ayhe reafonably fuppofed, that there are about 
fWlcethat number upon the i!land. 

III tpe dire4 track to Hapaee, whith~r w~ 

flere pow bqund, to the north and north-eafr of 
4nnatpool<.a, a great number of f~all iiles are 
f.~en. Am,.iqfl; the rocks and {hoals adjoining [0 

~hi~ group, we were doubtful whether tbere was 
a free p~ffa~e fo.r {hips of fuch magnitude as ours; 
!ho~gh t~e natiyes failed through the interv~ls 
1n theircano.es ; therefore, when we weighed an~ 
~hor from Annamooka, we fleered to go to the 
'Weftward pf the above iilands, and north north
~e(l: towards K~lO, and Toofoa, two ifilnds re
'#Jarkable for· their great height, and the mott 
W~fterly of tho!e in fight. FeeIlou, with his at-

tendants, 
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tendants, remained in the Refolution till about 
noon, . and then entered the large failing canoe, 
which had brought him from Tongataboo, and 
flood in amongfi the cluner of iflands. of which 
we were now abreail:. 

They are fcattered, at unequal diftances, and 
moil: of them are as high as Annamooka. Some 
of them are two or three miles in length, and 
othen only half a mile. Many of them 'have 
fleep rocky fuares, like Annamooka; forne 
h-ave reddiih cliffs, and others have fandy beaches, 

extending almoft their whole l~ngth. In general, 
they are entirely clothed with trees, amon~ 

which are many cocoa-palms, each having the 
appearance of a beautiful garden pla~ed in the 
fea. The ferene weather we now had, contri. 

buted greatly to heighten the fcene; and the 
whole might convey an idea of the realization of 
fome fairy land. It appears, that fame of thefe 
iflands have been formed, as Palmerfton's ifiand 
was fuppofed to have been; for one of them is 
now entirely fand, and another has but a fingle 
bufh or tree upon it. 

In the afternoon, about four o'clock, we fteer~ 
ed to the north, leaving Toofoaand Kao on our 
larboard. We intended to have anchored for the 
night, but it arrived before we could find a place 
in !efs than fifty, fathoms water; and we rather 

chofe to fpend the night under fail, than come to 
in fuch a depth. 
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In the afternoon, we had been wi'thin two 
leagues of Toofoa, and obferved the fmoke of it 
feveral times in the day. There is a volcano 
upon it, of which the Friendly 11landers enter
tain fome fuperfl:itious notions, and call it Kollo
/eea,. faying, it is an 0 tooa, or divinity. We 
were informed, that it fometimes throws up very 
large fi:ones, and the crafer is compared to the 
fize of a [mall illor, which has not ceafed fmok
ing in the memory of the inhabitants; nor have 
they any tradition that it ever did, \-Ve fome
times faw the fmoke from the centre of the il1and, 
even at Annat:nooka, the diftance of at leaft ten 
leagues. We were told that Toofoa wc.s but 
thinly inhabited, but that the water upon it was 
excellent • 

. At day-break, on the 15th, we were not far 
from Kao, which is a large rock of a conic fi
gure; we fteered to the pauage between Foo
tooha and Hafaiva, with a gentle breeze at fouth· 
eaft. About ten o'clock, Feenou came on board. 
aDd continued with us all day. He brought with 
him a quantity of fruit and two hogs; and, in 
the courfe of the day, feveral canoes came to 
barter quantities of the former article, which 
was very acceptable to us, as our frock began to 

be low. At noon, our latitude was 19 0 49' 45" 
fouth, and·we had made [even miles of longitude 
from Annamooka. 

After 
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After having paired Footaoha, we met with a 

reef of rocks, and, there being hut little wil,lJ, 
it was attended with fome difficulty to k~epcleaf 
of them. Having paired this reef, we hauled up 

for Neeneeva, a fmall low iile in the direction of 
eaft-north-eaft from Footaoha, in hopes Qf find .. 

ing an anchorage, but were again difappointed i 
for, notwithftanding we had land in every direc

tion, the fea was unfathomable. We p-Iainly. 
faw, in the courfe of this night, flames ifiuing 
'from the volcano upon 1'oofoa. 

At day-break on the 16th, we fleered, whh a 
gentle breeze at fouth-eaft, for Hapaee, which 
was now in fight; and, perceived it to be low 

land, from the trees only appc:;Iring above thq 
water. At nine o'clock we faw it plainly form

ing three iilands, nearly equal in fize; and, foon 

after, a fourth appeared to the [outhwardof thefe~, 
as large as any of the others. Each of the iiland~ 

appeared to be of a fimilar height and appear
ance, and about fix or feven miles in lengtb~ 

The moft northern of them is called Haan'no, 
the next Faa, the third Lefooga, and the fuurtb 
Hoolaiva; but they are all four included unger 
the general name of Hapaee. 

By fun-fet, we got up with the northernmoft 
of thele iiles, where we experien~ed the fame 
diflrefs for want 'of anchorage, that we did tbe 

two preceding evenings; having another nigh', 
to fpend under fail, with land and breakers in 

every 
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every direCtion. Feenou, who had been on board 
all day, went forward to Hapaee in the evening~ 
and took Oma'i-With hIm in the canoe. He was 
not 1iomindful of our difagreeable fituation, and 
kept up a good fire the whole night, by way of 
a land-mark. 

At the return of day.light, on the 17th, being 
then clofe in ,with Foa, we perceiv~ it was joined 
to Haano, by a reef running .from poe illand~ to 
the other, even with the furface of the fea. Cap. 
tain Cook clifp-atched a boat to look for anchor
age; and a proper place was found, abreafl: of a 
1'eef which joins Lefooga to Foa, having twenry. 
four fathoms depth of water. In this ftation, the 
ft'orthe-rn point of Hapee bore north, 16° eaft. 
We were not above three quarters of a mile from 
tbe fubre; and, as we lay before a creek in the 
reef, it was 'convenient landing at all times. 

C H A p~ 
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C HAP. V. 

,Arrival at Hapaee-Friendly Reception there-'1aipa 
harangues the People-Exhorts them not to fleal, 
&c. - PreJents and Solemnities - Entertainment 
-Single Combats with C:ubs-Wreflling-Boxing 
-Female Boxing---Marines 'exerciJed-A Dance 
by Men - Fire-Works - Night Entertainment!, 
conjijfing of Singing and Dancing by Men and 
Women.' .' 

A s foon as wie had anchored, we were fur

. rounded by a multitude of canoes, and 
our {hips were pr~femly filled with the natives. 

They brought with! them hogs, fowls, fruit, and 

'roots, which they. exchanged for doth, knives; 
beads, nails,. and hatchets. Feenou and Omai 
having. come on board, early in the morning, in 
order to introduce Captain Cook to' the people of 

the ifiand, he foon accompanied them on :£hore 

for that purpofe. 

The Chief conducted the Captain to a hut, 
fituated clore to the fea-beach, which was brought 
thither but a few minutes before for his recep· 

tion. In this Feenou, Omai, and Captain Cook, 
were feated. The other chiefs, and the multi. 
tude, appeared fronting them on the outfide· and 

j • 

~hey al[o Teated themfelves. Captain Cook be. 

lllg afked how long he intended to flay, an[wered 

five 
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five days. Taipa was, therefore, ordered to lIt 
by him, . and declare this to the people. He 
'then harangued them in words nearly to the fol~ 
lowing purport, as we afterwards were informed 
byOmai. He exhorted both old and young, to 
look upon Captain Cook as a friend" who meant 
to . continue with them a few days; and that, 
:d)l'Hng his ftay among them, they 'would not 
fteal any thing from him, or offend him in any 
other manner. He informed them, that it was 
expected they !hould bring hogs, fowls, fruit, 
'&c. to the fhips; for which they would receive 
in exch,an'ge, fuch articles as he enumerated. 
Soon after Taipa had delivered his addrefs to the 
aff'embly, FeenouleEt them; on which Captain 
Coo~ was' informed by Taipa, that it was necef-

, fary'he ihould make a prefenc to Earoupa, the 
:chief of the ifiand. The Captain being not 1,Jnpre~ 
pared for this, gave him [uch articles as far ex'· 
'ceeded his expectaii6n. This liberality created 
fiJl~il~r demands from two chiefs of other ifies 
~whowere'prefent, and even from Taipa himfelf. 
',J • .' 

,~opn .after .he had made the Iaft of thefe pre[ents, 
I ~~, ".J 

fe~noll returned, arid expreffed his difple:J.fure 
f ~ith Taipa for fuffering me to be fa Iavilh, of 
mY'favours. Bur this was,. dOll brIefs, a fineffc, as 
he certainly acted in conceyt with the others. 

Feenou now refumed his-feat, ordering Earoupa 
to 'fit by him, and haranzue the people as Taipa 

had 
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had done, which he did nearly to the fame puf
pofe. 

Thefe ceremonies over, the Chid, at the Cap

tain's requeft, conduCted h!m to three ftagnant 
pools of what he calied frdh water; in one of 
which the water was indeed tolerable, and the 

fituation convenient for filling our calks. On 
his reiurn to his former ftation, he [oUlid a baked 

hog a'nd fame yams, fmoking hoe, ready to be 
conveyed on board for his dinner. He invited 

Feenou and his friends to partake of the repaft, 

and they embarked for the ihip, though none 

but himfelf [at down with us at table. Dinner 
"being over, the Captain conducted them on 

fhore; and, before he returned, received, as a 

prefent from the chief, a fine large turde, and a 

quantity of yams. We had a plentiful fupply 
of provifions, for, in the coutfe of the day, we 

I 

got, by bartering with the natives, about twenty 

fmall hogs, together with a large quantity of fruit 
and roots. 

On Sunday the 18th, early in th'e morning; 

Feenou and Omai, who now nepe on fuore with 
the chief, came on board, to requeft Captain 

Cook's prefence upon. the iQand. He accompa

nied them, and, upon landing, was conduCted 

to the place where he had been feared the pre

ceding day, and where he beheld a large con

courfe of people already affembled. Though he 

imagined that fomething extraordinary was in 

agitation; 
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~gitation, yet he could not conjeCture what, not 
could Omai give him any information • 
. Soon after he was feated, about an hundred 

'of the \natives appeared, and advanced, laden 
with va'lllS, plantains, bread-fruit, cocoa-nuts, , , 

llnd fugar-canes; their burdens were depofitcd 
·on our -left. A number of others arrived foon 
after, bearing the fame kind of articles, which 
'we(e~oileCted into two piles on the right fide. 
To thefe were faftened two pigs, and half a dozen 
fowls; and to thofe upon the left, fix pigs, and 
t~o turtles. Earoupa feated himfelf before the 
atticles on th'e left fide, and another chief before 
thofe upon the right; they being, it was fup
,PQfed, the two chiefs wh<i> had procured them by 
order of F'eenou, who was as implicitly obeyed 
here, as he had been at Annamooka, and who 
had . probably laid this tax upon the chiefs of 
Hapaee for the prefent occafion. . 

When this munificent collection of provifions 
was placed in' order, and advantageoufly difpofed, 
the~earers of it joined the multitude, who forrn
ed a circle round the whole. Imme.diatelyafter, 
a number of men, armed with club~. entered 
tHis circle, or. area; where they paraded about 
for a Jew minutes, and then one half of them re
tired to one fide, ftnd the oth'er half to the other 
fide,. feating themfelves beft>re· the fpeCtators. 
f.r~fently atter, they fucceffively entertained us 
with fingle combats ~ one champion from one 

VOL. !'·--No 3. M' }ide 
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fide ch,llletlging (bore of the other fi 1c, partl), hy 
words but ffi',)re bv expr,,{f1ye r.-::thm:s, to ftnd 

J oJ , 

one of their party to appofe him. The challeJlge 
was, in general, accepted; the two combatants 
placed themfelves in proper attitudes, and the 
er1O'3Uement be!!an, which continued till one ot 

b b ~ 

them yielded, or tilf their weapons were broken .• 
At the conclufion of each combat, the vittor 
f(lu3tted hi;11(:lf down before the chief, then, im
mediately rofe '..'P and retired. Some old n1en, 
who feemed to preiiJe as judges, gave their pIau .. 
dit in a very few words; and the multitude, ef
pecially thofe on the fide of the conqueror, cele,
brated the glory he had acquired in two or thre" 
loud huzzas. 

This entertainment was fomctimes fufpendeq', 
for a fhort fpace, and the intervals of time were 
filled up with wrefiI,ing and boxing-matchc~. 
TLe Era were performed in the method praCtifed,' 
at Otaheite, and the fecond differed very littl~· 
from the Ellg1iih m~nner. A couple of fiou,t 
wenches next fiepped forth, and, without cere
mony, began boxing with as much dexterity as 
the men. This conteft, however, was but of 
:(hort duration, for in the fpace of half a minute" 
one of them gave it up. The victorious heroine. 
was applauded by the fpeCtators, in the fame man~ 
nrr as the fuccefsful combatants of the other fe~~ 
Though we exprdfed fome difapprobatioll at thi~ 
p~llt of the entertainment, it did not hinder twO 

other.: 



Cookf Foyape (7('ff[1'O Erfiflfrll 





PACIFIC OCEAN. l6j 

other females from entering the lifts; who feemed 
[abe fpirited girls, and, if two old women had 
not interpafed to part them, would probably have 
given each other a good drubbing. At leaft three 
thoufand fpeaators were prefent when thefe combats 
were exhibited, and every thing was conduCted 
with the moil: perfeCt good humour on all fides; 
though fame of the champions, of both fexes, re" 
ceived blows which they muil: have felt the effecl; 
of for fome time after • 

. The diverfions being finifhed, the chief in o 

formed Captain Cook that the provifions on our 
right~hand were a prefent to Omai; and that 
thofe on our left (making about two-thirds of the 
whole quantity) were intended for him, and that 
he might fuit his own convenience in taking .them 
on board. 

Four boats were loaded with the munificence of 
Feenou, whofe favours far exceeded any that 
Captain Cook had ever received from the fove
reigns of any of the iflands which he had vifited 
in the Pacific Ocean. He, therefore, embraced 
the firft opportunity of convincing Feenou that he 
was not infenfible of his liberality, by beftowing 

fUpon him fllch commodities as he fuppofed were 
maft valuable in his eftimation. Feenou was fo 

(highly pleafed with the return that was made him~ 
,that he left the Captain frill indebted to him, by 
,feridinghim two large hogs, fome yams, and ~ 
,~onfiJerable quantity of cloth. 

Tha 2 Pe~no~ 
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Feenou having expre1fed a defire to fee the rna .. 
rines perform their exercife, Captain Cook or .. 
dered them all afhore on the morning of the 20th 
of May. After they had gone through various 
evolutions, and fired feveral vollies, which feemed 
to give pleafure co our numerous [peaators, the 
chief. in his turn, entertained us with an exhibi
tion, which was performed with an exactnefs 
and dexterity, far furpaffing what they had feen 
of our military manceuvres. It was a kind of 
dance, performed by men, in which one hundred 
and five perfons were engaged; each having an 
inftrument in his hand, refembling a paddle, 
two feet aad an half long, with a thin blade, and 
a. fmall handle. With thefe inftruments various 
f10uriilies were made, each of which was' accom
panied with a different movement, or a, different 
attitude of the body. At firft, the dancers ranged 
themfelves in three lines, ®d fo chang~d theil 
itations by different evolutions, that thofe wh(! 
had been in the rear came into the front. At onl 
part of tNe,performance, they extended themfelve! 
in one line; afterwards they formed themfelvel 
into a femi·circle ; and then into two fquare co. 
lumqs. During the laft movement, one of thelt 
,came forward, ~od performed an antic dance be. 
fore Captain Cook, with which the entertainmenl 
ended 

.The mufic that accompanied the dances wa: 
produced by two drums, or rather hollow logs 0 

wood 
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wood, from which they forced forne varied notes 
by heating on them with two fricks. The dancers, 
however, did not appear to be much· affifred or 
directed by thefe {ounds; but by a chorus of 
vocal mu6c, in which all the performers joined. 
Their· fang was rather melodious~ and their co-r
refponding motions were fo fkilifully executed, 
that the whole body of dancers appeared as one 
fegular machine. Such a performance would have 
been applauded even on an European theatre. 
It far e~~eeded any attempt thai we had made to 
entertain them; infomuch that they feemed to 

plume them,fdves on their fuperiority over Us. 
They,efl:eemed none of our .mufical il1firuments, 
except the drum, and even thought that inferior 
to i:h~ir own. They held our French-horns in the 
higheft contempt, and would not pay the fmalleft 
3.&tention to them, either h~re or at any other of 
the iflands. 
; .. To give them a l~~re favourable o'pinion of the 
~\11tl(eIT.\ents and fuperior attainments of the Englifh, 
Captain Cook ordered fome fireworks to be pre
.pared,; and, after it was dark, exhibited th.;m in 
the prefence of Feenou, and a vaft multitude of 
}ll!ople. They were highly entertained with the 
performance i.n general: but our water and fky
rockets, i!1 particular, aftoni1hed them be)iond aU 
eonceptiqn. They now admit~d that the feale 
was turned in our favour • . 

This 
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This, however, ferved only as an additionql 
ilimulus to urge them to proceed to frefh exer
tions of their fingular dexterity. As foon as our 
fireworks were ended, a fucceffion of dances, which 
feenou had prepared for our entertainment, began. 
A band of mufic, or chorus confifting of eighteel'\ 
men, feated themfelves before us, in the centre 
of a circle formed by the numerous fpeCtators. 
About four or five of the perfQrmers had each 
~ieces of large bamboo, from three to fix feet in 
length, each played on by one man, whQ held it 
almoft vertically; the upper end of which was 
open, but the other elofed by one of the joint~. 
They kept conftantly {hiking the ground, though 
powly, with the clofe end, and thus produc~d 
variety of notes, accordin~ to the different lengths 
.of the inilruments, but aq were of the bafe or 
hollow kind; which was counteraCted by aperfon 
who frruck nimbly a piece of the fame fubftance, 
fplit, and lying upon the grO\,ll~d? furni!hing a 
tone as acute, as the others were grave and fo
lemn. The whole of the ba,nd (including thofe 
who performed upon 'the bamboos) fung~. Oov 
foft air, which fa finely tempered the har1her 
~otes of the inftruments, that the moft perfect: 
judge of the modulation of fweet founds' could 
not avoid confeffing the vaft power, and pleafing 
effeCt, of this fimple harmony. 

About a quarter of an hour after the concert 
~egan, twenty women entered the circle, whofe 

~~a~. 
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~~ads were adorned with garlatlds of crimfon 
flowers; and many of their perfons were deco
rated with leaves of trees, cur;ouOy icolloped, 
-and Qrnamented at the edgts. They. encircled 
thofe of, the chorus, w itb their faces rowards 
them, and began by finging a Coft air. to which 
refponfes were made by the chorus ; and thofe 
were alternately repeated. The women accorn
paniedtheit feng with many graceflll motions of 
their lhands, and continually advancing and re
trea.tingwithone {aotl. while ~he other remained 
fixed •• After thi-s~ they turned their faces to the 
atrembly} and having fung forne time, retreated 
,ftQwly'in a-hodY3 and plaeed tht'mfdves oppofite 
the hut, where the. principal fpecb.uors far. One 
of ' them nex.t advanced from ea,ch fide", paffing 
each other-in the front:, and. progrelTIvdy moving 
t-ill they came to the refL On whkh two ad· 
"i,Qc;~d from each fid('~ two of whom l"eturBt'd, bll't 
the other two remained ~ and to theft·) from each 

, /i®, Qame oat:' by l!ltervah, tiU they aU had, 
once more~ formed a circle abolll: the chorus. 

,.' Dancing ttl a quicker meafure now fhcceeded, 
in which the performers made a kind of half-turn 
by leaping ~ thea dappiH}g tht~r hands, and fnap
ping theil'fingets~ repeated !oll',e words if} tmifcm 

'with .thechorlil~. As the}· procet!ded ill the dance, 
the rapk1it~of thei.~·mu£c ir~creafed; their gef. 
tl:u:es and attitudes \\: eT{" varied with w,onderful 
tl~Xteri!y 1 and fame t),f r.hdl' rnations w(1l11d, by 

11 -4 ?t~ 
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an European, be thought rather indecent; though, 
perhaps, they meant only to difplay the aftoni(h. 
ing varIety of their movements. 

This female baUet was fucceeded by one per:
formed by fifteen men; and, though forne of 
them were old, time feemed to have robbed them 
of but little of their agility. They were difpofed 
in a fort of circl~, divided at the front. Some
times they fung nowly, in concert with the chorus, 
making feveral gracef41 motions with their hands, 
but differing from thofe of the women; at the 
fame time inclining the body alternately to either 
fide, by raifing one leg outward, and reiling on 
the other; the arm of the fame fide being al(o 
ftretched upward. Then they recited fentences,. 
which were anfwered by the chorus; and occa
fionally increafed the meafure of the dance, -by 
clapping the hands, and quickening the motions 
of the feet. Towards the conclufion, the rapidity 
of the mllfic and dancing fo much increafed, tI14t 
the different movements were hard to be diftin
gllifhed. 

This dance being ended, after ·a confiderablc 
interval, twelve other men advanced, pl~cing 
themfelves in double rows, fronting each other. 
On one fide was ftationed a kind of prompter, 
who repeated feveral fentences, to which refponfes 
were made by the. performers and the chorus. 
They fung and danced nowly; and gradually grew 
quicker, like thofe whom they had Jucceeded. .J 

The 
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'The next who exhibited themfdves were nine 
women, who fat down oppofite the hut where the 
chief had placed himfelf. A man immediately 
rofe, and gave the fi.rft of thefe women a blow on 
the back with both his fifrs joined. He treated 
the fecond and third in the fame manner; but 
when he came to the fourt;~, he (truck her upon 
the breaft. Upon feeing this, a perfon inftantly 
rifing up from among the crowd, knocked him 
down with a blow on the head, and he was quietly 
carried away. But this did not excuie the other 
five women from {o extraordinary a difcipline; 
for they were treated in the fame manner by a 
perfon who fucceeded him. \Vhen thefe nine 

I 

women danced, their performarxe was twice dif-
I,approved of, and they were obI::l,ed to repeat it 
again. There was no great difference between 
this dance and that of the firft women, except th4t 
thefe fometimes raifcd the body upon one leg, 
and then llpon the et[;e1', altern:l:ely, by a fott 
of double motion. 

Soon after a perf on unexpeEl:edly entered, 
making fome ludicrolls remarks on the fireworks 
that had been exhibited, which extorted a burn: 

of laughter from the crowd. We had then a 
dance by the attendants of Feenoll: they formed 
a double circle of twenty-four each round the 
chorus, and joined in a gentle foothing fong, 
accompanied with motions of the head and hands. 
They alfo ,began with now movements, which 

gra-
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graduafly became more and mare rapid, and 
finally elofed with feveral very ingeniou~ tranfpo~ 
utions of the two circles. 

'The fefiivity ()f this memorable night con .. 
cluded with a dance, in which the principat peo. 
ple. affifted. In many refpeCl:s it refembled the 
preceding ones, but they increafed their motions to 
a prodigious qUlcknefs:l {baking their heads fr'orn 
fuQI.;l1der 1:0 ilioolder,. infomuch that they appeared 
in danger of diflocating their necks. This was at· 
tended with a clapping of the hands~ and a kind of 
favage bolla! or fuxiek, A perioD, on one fide, 
\'epeated fome.thing in a truly mufiral recitative, 
&00 with an air fa graceful, as. might put forne of 
our applauded performers to the blufh. He was 
anfwered by anQther, aDd this was repeated fe'l'eral 
times by the w'hol~ body on each fide; and they fl .. 
ruihed,. )Jy £inging and danejng~ a'S they had begu!\. 

The tWQ laft dance~ were uni\l'erfally approV'ed 
by, all the fped:a.tors.. They were perfet"Hy ttl 
time-, and fOUle of their geftures were fo e~preffivttt 
that it might juftly b~ (aid .. tht')' fpoke the lan.: 
f;tl.2'ge th-at acCtlmpanied them. 

The theatre for there perfQrmam~es was an 0I>e'll 

lp.ace arn{)ng the tl'eess- bordering em the fea,. witt\ 
lights~ placed at ftnal! intc·nals,. -rO\lnd the inlide 
of the- circle. Though the concQurfe ef pc<>ple 
was. pretty larg~~ their ftumh~t was mueh !:aft'ritlt 
tQ that atrembled in the forenoon" wh~o th.,e roa, 
fines perfQtmed L~eir e~f!!()if<t. At t~~t. time 

many 
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many of our gentlemen fuppofed there might b~ 
preCent five thoufand perrons, or upwards; but 
!:aptain Cook fuppofes that to be rather all ex ... 
~ggerated a-ccount. 

C HAP. VI. 

CapJain Cook makes (In Excurfion into Lefoog-a-
lJeftription of that JjJand-Occurrences there'""""" 
11 falfe Report propagated-A Female Oculifl--
,$ingutar Method of Shaving-'rbe Ships are r~~ 

fno'Oe4 to another Station-A remarkable' arti
ficial Mount and Stone-Difcription of HOf) .. 

'l{livtJ-AccQunt of Fou/abo, King of the Friendly 
ijles-The CommfJdore accompanies him on 5bore
Departure from the Hapaee Jjlands-Kotoo dt .. 
jerzbed-'ihe Ships return to Anflamooka-Men .. 
oj Peulaho and Feenou-Both the }hips jMke 
pn the Rock~ -!1rrival at Tongataboo. 

'T HE next day, which was the 2 I 11: of May~ 
Captain Cook made an excurfion into the 

I1land of Lefooga, on foot, which he found to be. 
in forne refpects, fuperior to Annamooka, the 
plantations being not only more numerous, but al[o 
more e;tenfivc. Many p~rts of t~e country~ near 

the 
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thl: f~a, are flill wafte; owing perhaps to tho 
fandinefs ot the foil. But, in the internal parts 
of the iiland, the foil is better; and the marks of 
confiderable population, and of an improved flate 
of cultivation, are very confpicuous. Many of 
the plantations are inclofed in fLleh a manner, that 
the fences, _ run~ing parallel to each other, form 

fpacious public roads. Large fpots covered with 
the paper mulberry-trees, were obferved; and the 
plantations in general, were abundantly ftocked 
with fuch plants and fruit-trees as the if1and 
produces. To thefe the Commedore made fome 
addition, by fowing the feeds of melons, pump
kins, Indian corn, &c. At one place was a houfe, 
about four times as large ~s the ordinary ones, 
with an extenfive area of grafs before it, to wliich 
the people probably refon on fame public oeca
fions. Near the landing- place we obferved a. 
mount two or three feet high, on which frood 
four or five lirtle huts, wherein the bodies of 
fame perfons of diftinction had been interred~ 

The ifiand is but [even miles in length; and its 
breadth, in fame places, is not above three miles. 
The eaft-lide has a reef, projecting confiderably, 
againft which the fea breaks with gr-eat violence. 
It is a continuation of this reef that joins Le
fooga to Foa, which is but half a mile diflanc-; 
and, at low water, the natives can walk upon this 
reef from one iiland to the other. The £hore is 
ei~her a [andy beach, or a coral-rock. 

Wheil 
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When the Captain returned from his excur· 

60n, and went on board, he found a large failing 
canoe faftened to the ftern of the Refolution. 
In this canoe was Latooliboula, whom the Com

~odere had feen; during his laft voyage, at Ton
gataboo, and who was then fuppoied by him to 
be the king of that ifland*. He could not be 
prevailed upon to come 'on board, but continued 
fitting in his canoe with an air of uncommon 
gravity. The illanders called him Areekee, which 
flgnifies King; a title which we had not heard 
any of them give to Feenou, however extenfive 
his authority over them had appeared to be. La
toolibouia remained under the ftern till the even~ 
ing, and then departed. Feenou was on board 
the· Refolution at that time; but neither of thefe 
chiefs took the fmalleft notice of the other. 

The next day, forne of the natives ftealing a 
tarpaulin and other things, Captain Cook applied 
1:0 Feenou, defiring him to exert his authority, 
for the purpofe of getting them reftored; but this 
:application was of no effeCt. On the 23d, as we 

were preparing to leave the ifland, Feenou and his 
prime-minifter Taipa came along-fide in a ca
noe, and informed us that they were going to 

.. '* In Captain Cook's narrative of that voyage, the name 
of tbis chief is faid to be Kohag~e.tno Fallangou" which is tII,

·tally different from Latooliboula. This may perhaps be .ac
. counted for by fuppofing one to be the name of the perfon, 

'and. the other the defcription of hi. rank or title. 
Vavaoo, 
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Vavaeo, an il1ahd Gcuate, as they faid, abollt tW(j 

days fail to the northward of Hapaee. Theyaf.. 
fu.red us, that the object of their voyage was to 
llrocure for us an additional fupply of hogs, be
tides fome red-feathered caps for Omai to carry 
'with him tQ Qtahejre; and deured us not to fail 
till thdr return, which would be in four or five 
days; after which Feenou would accompany us 
to Tongataboo. Captain Cook confented to wait 
'be return of this chief, who immediately fet out 
for Vavaoo. On the 24th, a report was induf .. 
uiouOy [pread about by fome of the iOander!t 
that a !hip refembling ours had arrived at An~ 

-namooka Gnee we left ir, and was now at anchor 
there. It was a1fo reported, that Toobou, the 
thief of that iOand, was haftening thither to re
\;eive thefe new vifitors. After enquiry, how
¢ver, it appeared, that this report was totally void 
of foundation. It is difficult to conjecture, what 
purpofe the invention of this tale could anfwer; 
\lnlefs we fuppofe it was contrived with a view 

of getting us removed from one i,iland to toe 
~ther. 

On Sunday the 25th, Captain Cook went into 
a houfe where a Vloman was dreffing the eyes of a 
,hild, who feemed blind. The inftruments ufed 
by this female oculift were two Oender wooden 
probes, with which ihe brufhed the eyes fa as to 

make them bleed. In the fame hou[e he found 

another woman !having a child's head with II 

!har~i 
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fhark's to~th, ftuck iutG the end of a flick! The 
firft wetted the hair with a rag dipped in ware\"., 
2.nd then making ure of her inftrument~ took off 
the hair as clofe as if a razor had been employed. 
Captain Cook foon after tried upon himfelf one 

of tbefe remarkable inftruments, which he found 
to be an excellent fubftitute. The natives of 
thefe illands, however. have a different method 
()f ihaving their beards, which operation theY' 
perform ~ith two fhells; one of which they place 
under a part of the beard, and with the other, ap~ 
plied above, they [crape off that part: in this 
Planner they can fhave very <tlofe, though the 
proce[s is rather tedious. There are among them 
~ome men who feern to profefs this trade: for it 
Was as common for our [ailors to go afuore to 
have their; beards [craped off after the mode of 
Hapa-ee, as it was for their chiefs to come on 
board to be fhaved by our barbers. 

eaptain Cook finding that little or nothing of 
what tbe ifland produced was now brought to 

the !hips, determined' to change his ftation, and 
to wait Feenou~s return in fome other anchoring. 
place, where we might frill meet with refrefh~ 

ments. We accordingly, on the 26th, made fail 
to the fouthward along the reef of the ifland, and 
having paired feveral fhoals, hauled into a bay; 
that lies between the north end of Hoolaiva, and 
the [outh of Lefooga, and there anchored. We 
had no fooner cafi anchor, than Mr. Blighj Mar· 

tfr 
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·ter of the Re[olution, was fent to found the bar 
where we were now ftationecf; and Captain Cook, 
accompanied by Lieutenant Gore, landed on the 

fouthern part of Lefooga, to look for frefu water, 
and examine the country. On the weft fide of 
the il1and, they obferved an artificial mour.t of 
confiderable antiquity, about forty feet high, and 

meafuring fifty feet in the diameter of its fum
mit. At the bottoni of this mount was a, ftone 
fourteen feet high, two and a half thick, and four 
broad, hewn out of coral-rock; and they were 
informed by the iilanders, that not more than 
half its length was feen above ground. They 
called it l'angata .dreekee $; and [aid it had been 
fet up, and the mount raired, in memory of one 
of their kings. On the approach of night, the 

Captain and Mr. Gore returned on board, and 
Mr. Bligh came back from founding the bay, in 
which he found from fourteen to twenty fathoms 
water with a bottom principally of fand. 

Lefooga and Hoolaiva are feparated from each 
other by a reef of coral-rocks, dry at low water. 
Some of our gentlemen, who landed in the laft 
mentioned il1and, foul1d not the fmalleft mark of 
cultivation, or habitation, upon it, except a fin
gle hut, in which a man employed to catch fifu 
and turtle refided. It isrema.rkable that it fhould 

* Tangata, in the language of thefe people is man' Aret. 
~ . , , 
I<U, kmg. 

remail\ 
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remalU In this defola~e c0l1c1ition, fince it com
municates fq immediately with Lefooga, which is 
fo well cultivated. Theweft fide of it has a bend
ing, where there feerns to be good anchorage; 
and the ,ea£! fide has a reef, as well as Lefooga. 
Uninhabited as Hoolaiva is, an artificial mount 
has been raifed upon it, equal in height to fome 
6f the rurrounding trees. 

On Tuefday the 21th, at break of day, the 
Commodore made the fignal to 'weigh; and as 

he intended to attempt, in his way to Tonga
taboo, a. paftage to Annamooka. by the fourh
weft, among the :intermediate ifies, . he fent Mr. 
Bligh in a boat to found ~efore the fbi ps. But 
before we got under fail, tbe wind became fo va
riable and unfettled, as to render it unrafe to at
tempt a pa:l.fage with which we .. '~ere fo little ac
quainted: we therefore lay faft, and made fignal 
for the Mafter to return. He and the Mafter of 
the Dlfcovery were afterwards fent, each in a boat 
to examine the channels. Towards nool1, a large 
failing canGe came und~r our fiero, .in which was 
a perfon named Poulaho, or Ftittaf:lihe, ot both; 
who was faid, by the natives then on board, to be 
king of Tongataboo, Annamooka, Hapaee,' and 
all the neighbouring iflands. - \Ve were furprifed 
to find aflrallger dignified with this 'title, w.hich 
We had been taiJght to belieVe appertained to 
another: ,but they perfifted in their affertions, that 
the fllpreme digllity belonged to Poulaho; and 

VOL. I. NO 3. N no"· 
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now for tbe nrft time acknowledged, that Fe~
nou was not the king, but a fubordinate chief, 
though of great power. Poulaho was now in
vited by the Captain on board, where he was not 
an unwelcome guefr, as he brought with him two 
fat hogs by way of prefem. This great per
fORage, though not very tall, was extremely un
wieldy, and alrnoil: fhapelefs with corpulence. 
He appeared to be about forty; his hair was 
firaight, and his features conflderably different 
from thofe of the majority of his people. We 
found him to be a man of gravity and good fenfe. 
He viewed the fhip, and the various new objects, 
with particular attention; and afked many per
tinent queftions. When he had gratified his cu
riofiey in looking at the cattle, and' other no
velties, he was requefted to walk down into the 
cabin; [0 which fome of his retinue objeB:ed. 
faying, that, ifhe lhould go down thither, it would 
doubtlefs happen that people would .walk over his 
head; a circumftance that could not be permit .. 
ted. Though the Captain offered to obviate this 
objeClion, by ordering that no one fhould pre': 
fume to walk over the cabin, Poulaho waved all 
ceremony, and went down without ·any previous, 
ftipulation. He now appe-ared to be no lefs fo
licitous than his people were, to convince us that 
he was fovereign, and not Feenou. He fat down 
to dinner with us, but eat and drank very little; 
and afte~wards dc:fued our Commodore to ac. 

company 
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tompany him on {ho-re~ Omai was a{ked to be 
one of the party; but he was too -faithfully at
tached to Feenou, to {hew much refpett to his 
competitor ~. and therefore declined the invita-' 
tion. Captain Cook attended the chief in his own 
boat, having fir(\: made him fuch prefents as ex
ceeded his expectations; in return for which, Pou .. 
laho ordered two more hogs to be fent on board. 
The chief was then carried out of the boat, by 
his own fubjeCts, on a board refembling a hand .. 
barrow; and immediately feared himfelf in a fmall 
honfe near the {bore. He placed the C,,\ptain at 
his fide; and his attendants formed a femi-circle 
before them, on the outfide of the houfe. An old 
woman fat clofe to the chief, with a kind of fan 
in her hand, to prevent his being incommoded 
by the flies. The various articles whicb his peo
ple had procured by trading on board the ihips, 
being now difplayed before him, he attentively 
looked over them all, inquired what they had 
given in exchange, and; at length, ordered every 
thing to be returned to the refpetl.ive owners~ 
except a glafs-bowl, which he referved for him
'felf: Thofe who brought thefe things to him, 
lirft fquatted themfeives down before him, then 
depofited their purchafes, and inftantly rofe and 
~etired. They obferved the fame c~remony in 
ta~ing them away; and not one of them prefum~ 
ed to fpeak to him ftanding. His attendants, 
juft before they left him, paid him obeifance, by 

N 2. bowiilli 
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bowing their heads down to the fole of his foot, 
and touching it wi"th the upper and under fide of 
the fingers of each hand. Captain Cook was 
charmed \Yitlllhe decorum that was maintained 
on this occafion, having fcaree feen the lik~ any 
where~ even among more civilized nations. 

When the Captain arrived on board, he found 
the Mafrer returned from his expedition, who in
formed him, that, as far as he had proceeded, 
there was a paffage for the {hips, and tolerable 
anchorage; but that, towards the fouth and fouth
eail:, he obferved numerous 1hoals, breakers, and 
[mall iOes. In confequenee of this report, we 
relinquifhed all thoughts of a paffage that way; 
and being refolved to return to Annamooka by 
the fame route which we had fo lately experienced' 
to be a [afe one, we 1hould have failed the next 
mbrning, which was the 28th, if the wind had 
not been very unfettled. Pauloho came early on 
board, bringing a red-feather'd cap as a pr~fent 

to Captain Cook. Thefe caps were greatly fought 
after by us, as we knew they would be highly 
valued at Otaheite: but not one was ever brought 
for fale, though very large prices were offered; 
nor could a perf on in either iliip make himfelf the 
proprietor of one, except the two Captains and 
Omai. They are compofed of the tail feathers 
of the tropic bird, intermixed with the red fea
thers of the paroquet; and are made in fuch a 
manner, as to tie on the forehead without any 

crown, 
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crown, and have the form of a femi-circle, whore 
radius is eighteen or twenty inches. But the beft 
idea of them will be conveyed by Mr. Webber's 
reprefentation of Poulaho, ornamented with one 
of thefe caps or bonnets. The chief left the !hip 
in the evening; but his brother, whofe name alfo 
was Futtafaihe, and fome of his aHendants, re
mained all night on board. 

On the 29th, at day-break, we weighed with a 
fine'breeze at eaft north-eair, and made fail to the 
weftward, followed by feveral failing canoes, in 
one of. which was Poulaho the king, who, getting 
on board the Refolmion, enquired -for his bro
ther, and the others who had continued with us 
aU night. We now found that they had flaid 
without his permiffion, for he gave them fuch a 
reprimand as brought tears from their eyes: how
ever, he was foon. reconciled to their making a 
longer flay; for, on his departure from the !bip, 
he left his brother, and five attendants, on board. 
We were al[o honoured with the company of a 
'chief named Tooboueitoa, juft then arrived from 
. Tongataboo ; who, as foon as he came, fent 
away his carioe, declaring, that he, and five, 
others who came with hirll, would fleep on board; 
fo that Captain Cook 'now had his cabin filled 
with vifitors. This Inconvenience he the more 
willingly endured, as they brollght 'with them 
plenty of provifions as prefents to him, for which~ 
they met with fuitable returns. 

N 3 In 
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In the afternoon the ea!1:erly wind was fucceeded 
by a fr~:lh breeze at fouth fouth-edt. Our courfe 
being now [outh fouth-weft, we were obliged to 
ply to windward, and barely fetched the northern 
fide of Footooha, by eight o'clock in the e\"ening. 
The next day we plied up to Lofanga, and got 
foundings, under the lee' or north-weft fide in 
forty fathoms water; but the bottom being rocky, 
and a chain of breakers lying to leeward, we 
flretched away for Kotoo, expecting to find bet .. 
ter anchorage there. It was dark before we reach
ed that ifiand, where finding no convenient place 
to anchor in, we paired tpe night in making fhort, 
boards. On the 31ft, at break of day, we frood 
for the channel which is ~etween Kotoo, and the 
reef of tacks lying to the weft ward of it; but, 
on our approach, we found the wind infufficient 
to lead us through. We therefore bore up on 
the outlide of the rl!ef, and ftrerched to the fouth
weft till near twelve o'clock, when, perceiving 
that we made no progrefs to windward, and being 
apprehenlive of lofing the iflands while we had fo 
many of the natives on board, we tacked and 
flood back, and fpent the night between Footooha 
and Kotoo. The wind now blew frefil, with 
fqualls and rain; and, during the night, the Re
folution, by a fmall change of the wind, fetching 
too far to the wind ward, was very near running 
full upon a low fandy HIe, named Pootoo Poo
tooa, encompaffed with breakers. Our people 

having 
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.baving fortunately been jufi: ordered upon deck, 
to put thdhip about~ and moil: of them being. at 
their refpeCl::ive ftations, the necetfary movements 
were performed with judgment and alennefs; 
and this alone preferved us from deftruC'tion. The 
_Difcovery, being aftern, incurred no danger. 

This narrow efcape fo alarmed the natives who 
were on board, that they were eagerly defirous 
of getting athore: accordingly, on the return of 

·day-light, a boat was hoifted out, and the officer 
who commanded her was ordered, after landing 
them at Kotoo, to found for anchorage along the 
reef that projeCts from that jQand. During the 
abfence of the boat, we endeavoured to turn the 

Olips through the channel between the reef of 
~otoo and the fandy iile; but meeting with ~ 
fl:ron~ current againft us, we were obliged to de
fiit, and caft anchor in fifty fathoms water, the 
fandy iile bearing eaft by north, about the dif
tance of on~ mile. Here we remained till the 

4th of June, being frequently vifited by the king, 
by Tooboueitoa, and by people who came from 
th~ neighbouring ifiands to traffic with llS. Mr. 
:B~igh was, in the mean time, dilpatched to found 
the channels between the ifiands fituate to the 
eail:'ward; and Captain Cook himfelf landed on 
Kotoo

t 
to take a furvey of it. This iaafld~ on 

account of the coral reefs that environ it, is 
fcarcely acceffible by boats. Its north-weft end 

is low; but it rifes 'fudden)y in the middle, and 
N -+ ternu-
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terminates at the fouth·eaft end in reddilh clayey 
cliff.~. It produces the fame fruits and roots with 
the adjacent il1ands, and is tolerably cuitivated, 
though thinly inhabited. I t is about two miles 
in length. \Vhile the Comm0dore was walki'ng 
all over it, our people were occupied in cutting 
grafs for the cattle ; and we planted £Orne melon 
feeds. On our return to the boat, we paIred hy 
f<)me ponds of dirty brackiih water, and faw.a 
burying-place, which was confiderably neater than 
thofe of Hapaee. 

We weighed in the morning of the 4th, and, 
with a frefh gale at eJil fouth-eaft, made fail to .. 

wards Annamooka, where we anchored the next 
morning, nearly in the fame ftation which we 
had fa lately occupied. Captain Cook foon after 
went on ihore, and found the ifianders very bufy 
in their plantations, digging up yam5 for traffic. 
In the courfe of the day, about two hundred of 
them affembled on the beach, and traded with 
great eagernefs. It appeared, that they had been 
very diligent, during our abfence, in cultivat: 
ing; for we now obferved feveral large plantain 
fields, in places which, in our late vifit, we had 
feen lying wafte. The yams were now _ in the 
higheft perfection; and we obtained a good quan
tity of them, in exchange for iron. Before the 
Captain ret~rned on board, he viuted the feve
ral places where he had fQwn melon and cucum
btr leeds; but found, to his great regret, that 

moft 
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moft of them had been deftroyed by vermm; 
though" fom~ pine-;, pple plan ts, which he had al[o 
left, were in a thriving condition. 

On Friday the 6th, about noon, Feenou ar
rived from V'J.voo, and informed llS, that [eve
ral canoes, laden with hogs and other provifions, 
had failed with him from that iOand, but had been 
loft in the late tempeftuous wear her, and every 
perfon' on board of them had perifhed. This 

. melancholy tale did not gain much credit with 
us, as we were by this time fufficiently acquaiht
ed with the charaCter of t.he relater. The truth 

, perhaps was, tbat he had been unable to procure at 
Vavoo the expeCted fupplies; or, if he ob
taine~ any there, that he had left them at Ha-

. paee, which lay in his way back, and where he 
muft have heard that Poulaho had come to vifit 
US; who therefore, he knew, would, as his fupe
rior, reap all the merit and rewar9 of procuring 
thefe fupplies, without having had any partici
pation of the trouble. The invention, however, 
of this lofs at f~a was not ill managed; for we 
had lately had very ftormy weather. On the [ue
ceeding morning, Poulaho, and fome other chiefs, 
arrive~ ; . at which time Captain Cook happened 
to be' afhore with Feenou, who now apI'eared to 
be fenfible of the impropriety of his conduCt, in 

: ~rrogating a charaCter to which he had no juft 
chim; for he not only acknowledged Poulaho as 
fovereign of Tongataboo and [he adjacent iiles, 

bue 
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but affeCted to infift much on it. The Captain 
lefe him, and went to pay a vifie to th~ king~ 
whom he found fitting with a few of the na~ives 
before him.; but, great numbers haftening to pay 
their refpeCts to him, the circle in~reafed very 
fa ft. When Feenou approached, he placed him
felf among the reft that fat before POtl~aho, as 
attendants on his majefty. He at firfr feemed to 
be fomewhat confufed and abailied; but foon re:' 
covered from his agitation. Some converfatioD 
pa1fed between thefe two chiefs, who went on 
board with the Captain to dinner; but only Pou
la.ho [at at table. Feenou, after havir:lg made hi~ 
Cilbeifance in the u[ual mode,- by falU[ing the foot 
of his fovereign with his head and hands, re
tired from the cabin; and it now appeared, that 
he could neither eat nor drink in the king's. 
prefence. 

On the 8th, we weighed anchor, and fteered 
for Tongataboo, with a gentle breeze at north
eaft. We were accompanied by fourteen or fif. 
teen f.ailing veffels belonging to the ifianders, 
everyone of which outran the fhips. The royal 
canoe was difringuiihed from the reft by a fmall 
bundle of grafs, of a red colour, faftened to the 
end of a pole, and fixed in the Hern of the canoe 
in the [arne manner as our enfign ftaffs. At five 
in th: afternoon we defcried two fmall iflanqs, at 
the dlftance of four leagues to the weftward; one 
was called Hoonga Hapaee, and the other Hoon-

ga 
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ga Tonga. They are fituated in the. latitude of 
20° 36' fouth, about ten leagues from the weftern 
point of Annamooka. According to the infor
mation of two ifianders who had been feent on 
board by Feeno\.1 as pilots, only five men refided 
on Hoonga Hapaee, and Hoonga Tonga had no 
inhabitants. We frill proceeded on a fauth-weft 
tourfe, and on the 9th faw feveral little ifiands, 
beyond which Eooa and Tongataboo appea~ed. 
We had at this time twenty-five fathoms water, 
the bottom confifiing of broken coral and fand; 
and the d~pth gradually decreafed, as we approach
ed the above-mentioned fmall iiles. Steering, by 
the direetion of our pilots, for the wideft {pace 
between thofe il1es, we were infenfibly drawn 
ppon a large fiat, on which lay innumerable rocks 
of coral below the furface of the fea. Notwith-

. ftanding our tltmoft care and attention to avoid 
thefe rocks, we were unable to prevent the fhip 
from ftriking on one of them: nor did the Dif
covery, though behind us, keep clear of them. 
It fortunately happened, that neither of the (hips 
ftuck faft, nor fuftained any damage. vVe ftill 
continued our courfe; and the moment we found 
a place where we could anchor with any degree 
of fafety, we came to; and the Mafters were 
difpatched, with the boats, to found. Soon after 
we ~ad caft anchor, feveral of the natives of Ton
gataboo came to us in their canoes; and they, 
as well as our pilots, aifured us, that we fhould 

meet 
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meet with deep water further in, free from rocks. 

Their intelligence was true; for, about four 

o'clock, the boats made a fignal of having found 

good anchoring ground. We therefore weighed, 
and ilood in rill dark, when we anchored in nine 

fathoms w~ter, with a clear fandy bottom. During 

the night, we had fome rain;. but early in the 
morning, the wind becoming foutherly> and bring
ing on fair weather, we weighed again, and work. 

ed towards the ihore of Tongataboo. \1 hile we 
were plying up to the harbour, the king conti
nued failing rnl,,,~ l,lS in his canoe; and at the 
fame time tL,;re waS:1 great- num1v'r of fmall ca

noes about the fhips. Two of thefe no1:' getting 
out of the way of his royal veffel, he ran quite 
over them, with the greateil unconcern. Among 

thofe who came on board the Refolution, was 

Otago, 'who had been fo uCeful to Captain Cook 
when he vifited Tongataboo in his lail voyage i 
and one Toobou, who had, at that time, attach

ed himfelf to Captain Furneaux. Each of them 
brought fome yams and a hog, in teilimony of 

friendihip; for which they received a fuitable 
return. 

"-e arrived at our intended ilation about two 
o'clock in the afternoon of the loth of June. It 
was a very convenient place, formed by the ihore 

of Tongataboo on the fouth-eail, and two littl~ 
iiles on the eaft and north-eail. Here both our 

ihips anchored OVer a fandy bott0I'!>, where the 

depth 
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depth of water was ten fathoms. Our dii1ance 

from the ihore exceeded a quarter of a mile. 

C HAP. VII. 

Favourable Reception at 1ol?giltaboo-Dijtributi]1' 
of Pork, YdiJIS) and Km'ct ctirong the King's At
tendants-The Ships rut;fJZid with IPater-The .J l i .J. 

Objervatory ereCled -'I'he Nati'ves flock to our 
people from all ~larters-Excurfion of our Cap
tains to fee l\1[areewagee-'I'iLeir Dijappointment 
-DefcriptiOil of the Villag~ ~clliere the Chiefs reo 
fide-Interviews ;:,: ilh 1vt,;'a~'L'r-ce and C{1;C!Ct-

befents from the King's Son:"A curious jPork' 
oj Art-Procejs of manufaCluring Cloth-A gre:;d 
Haiva given by Jvlar::czvagt'e-Eddiiion of Fire
wokrs-Wrejtiing-Loxing-Prefents of Animals 
10 the Chiefs-Poulaho, Feenou, E::lc. confined
'[he King's Prejent, and Raivtl. 

WE had not been long at anchor off Ton

gataboo, when Captain Cook landed on 

the iiland, accompanied by fome of the officers 
and Omai. They found the king waiting for 
them on the beach, who conduCted them to a 
[mall neat houfe near the woods, with an exten-

five 
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fi.ve area before it, and told the Captain;; that it 
was at his fervice during his continuance in the 
ifland. Before they had been long in the haufe, 
a large circle of the natives aff'embled before 
them, and feated thernfelves upon the area. A 
root of the kava plant being brought to the ki~lg, 
he commanded it to be fplit into pieces, and dif
tributed to feveral people, of both fexes, who 
began to chew it, and foon prepared a bowl of 
their favourite liquor. Mean while a baked hog; 
and a quantity of baked yams, were produced, 
and divided into ten pardons. Thefe fhares were 
given to fame of thofe who were prefent, except 
one, which remained undifpofed of, and which 
was probablY,referved for the king himfelf. T~e 

liquor was next ferved out; and the firft cup be· 
ipg brought up to his majefty, he ordered it to be 
given to a perron who fat near him: the fecond 
was a1[0 brought to him, which he kept: the 
third was given to Captain CfJok; but, their 
mode of preparing the liquor having given him a 
diftafte for it, it was brought to Omai. The re
mainder of it was diftributed to ditfurent people; 
and one of the cups being carried to Poulaho's 
brother, he retired with this; and with his 1hare 
of the provifions. Some others a1fo withdrew 
from the circle with their portions" becaufe they 
could neither eall' nor drink in his majefty'S pre
fence: but there were others of an inferior rank, 
of both (exes, who both eat and drank befor.e. 

him. 
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hhn. Soon afterwards, the greater part of them 
went away, carrying with them what they had not 
eat of their iliare of the fea£l:. It is worthy ·of 
remark, that the fervants, who diftributed the 

meat and the-kava, delivered it fitting, not onlytc> 
the king., but to the others. 

Captain Cook, before he returned on board) 

went in fearch of a watering-place, and was C011"" 

dufred to forne ponds, in one of which the water 
was tolerable, but it was at fame diftance inland. 
Being informed that the fmall ifland of Pangi
modoo, near which the :!hips were flationed, could 

better fupply this important article, he went over 
to it the next morning, and found there a pool 
containing fr!!fher water than any he had met 
with among thefe iflands. This pool being ex .. 

tremely dirty, he caufed it to be cleaned; and. 
here it was that we filled our water-cafks. The 
fame morning, a tent was pitched near the houfe 
which. the. king had affigned for our ufe. The 
horfes, 'Cattle, and iheep, were then landed, and 
a party of marines flationed there as a guard. 
The obfervatory was fet up at an ' inconfiderable 
difrance . from the other tent; and Mr. King 

took up pis refidence on :!hore, to direCt the ob", 
fervations, and fUEerintend all other neceff'ary 
~ufinefs. A party was occupied in cutting wood 
for fuel, and planks for the :!hips; and the gun .. 

,ners were appointed to conduCt the traffic with 

the inhabitanti, who flocked from all parts of the 
ifland 
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ifland with hogs, yams, cocoa-nuts, and other 
articles, info~uch, that our land llation refem
bled a fair, and our lhips were remarkably crowd
ed with vifitants. Feenou refiding in our neigh
bourhood, we had daily proofs of his opulence 
and generofity, .by the continuance of his valu
able do~ations. Poulaho was' eq\ilally attentive 
to us in this refpect, as [carceiy a day pa{fed with

out his favouring us with confiderable prefents. 
We were now informed, that a perfon of the 
name of Mareewagee was of very high rank in 
the iflan'd, and was treated with great reverence; 
nay, if our interpreter Omai did not rnifunder .. 
frand his informers, that he was fuperior to Pou
lah~ himfelf; but that, being advanced in yean, 
he lived in retirement, and therefore was not in
clined to pay us a vifit. This' intelligence ex
citing th-e curiofity of Captain Cook, he fignified 

to P?ulaho his intention of wai~ing upon Maree-. 

wagee ; and the king having agreed to accom
pany him, they fet out the next morning in the 
pinnace, Captain Clerke joining them in one of 

his own boats. _ .-Iheyproceeded to the eaftward 
of the little ifles which form the harbour, and 
then, turning towards the fouth, entered a fpa: 
cious bay, upon which they- rowed about three 
miles, :and landed amidft a great concourfe of 
people, who received them with :Chonts and ac
clamations. The crowd inftantly feparated, that 

Poulaho might pars, who took our gentlemen 

into 
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into a fmall enclofure, and changed the piece of 
doth he wore, for a new piece, very neatly 
folded: an old woman alifted in dreling him, 
and put a large mat over his cloth. Being now 
afked where Mareewagee was, he faid, to the 
great furprize of the gentlemen, that he was 
gone down to the fhips. However, he requefted 

them to accompany him to a malaee, or houfe of 
.public refort; and when they came to a large 

area before it, he feated himfelf in the path, while 
they, at his defire, walked up to the houfe, and 
fat down in the front. After waiting a little while, 
they repeated their enquiries, by the medium of 
Omai, whether they were to be introduced t() 

Mareewagee? But receiving no fatisfaCtory an
[weI', and being inclined to fufpea that the aged 

chief was purpofely concealed from them, they 
retul'!led to their boats much piqued at their dif
appointment. It afterwards appeared, that Ma
,reewagee had not been there; and that, in this 
affair, fome gro[s miftakes had been made, Omai 
either having been mifinformed, or having mi[~ 

.underftood what was told him concerning the old 
chief . 
. The place our gentlemen went to was a very 
pleafant village, delightfully fituated on the 
banks of the bay or inlet, where mof!: of the 
principal perfons of the iOand refide. Each of 
thefe has his hou[e in the midf!: of a [mall plan
tation, with a kind of out-houfes, and offices fo.( 

V I 0 0 fervants. .. OLe .-N 4. 
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fervants. Thefe plantatians are neatly fenctd.~ 
raund, and, in general, have anly ane entrance:. 
which is by a door faftened on the infide with 
a prop of wood. Between each plantation there 
are public roads and narrow lanes. A confider
able part of fome of thefe enclafures is laid aut 
in grafs-plats, and planted with fuch things as 
feern lefs adapted for ufe than for ornament. In 
fuch ather plantations as were nOot the refidence 
of perfans of high rank, every article of the ve
getable produce of the ifland was in great plenty. 
Near the public roads are fame large haufes~ with 
fpacious grafs-plats before them, which were faid 
to belong to the king, and are probably the places 
where t4eir public meetings are held. 

On Friday the 13th, about twelve o'clock, Ma
reewagee came within a fmall diftance af our poft 
on ihare, attended by a great number-of people of 
all ranks. In the courfe of the afternoan, the two 
Captains, and others af our gentlemen, accom
panied by Feenou, went afhore to. vifit Him. 
They found a perfon fitting under a tree, with a 
p-iece of cloth abotlt forty yards long, fpread 
before him, round which numbers af people 
were feated. They imagined that this was the 
great perfonage, but were undeceived by Feenou, 
who informed them, that another, who was fit
ting o~ a piece of mat, was Mareewagee. To 
him they were introduced by Fenou; and he re..:. 
~eived them very graciouDy, and defired them to 

fit 
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fit down hy Iiirtt. The chief, who fat under the 
tree, was named Toobou, whom we fllall for the 

future call Old Toobou, to diftinguifu him from 

his nimefake, who has been already mentioned 
as Captain Furneaux's friend. Both he and Ma
reewagee were venerable in their appearance. 
The latter was flender in his perfon, and feemed 

to be near feventy years of age. Old'Toobou was 
fomewhat corpulent, and almoft. blind from a dif
order in his eyes: he was younger than Maree~ 
wage~. Captain Cook not expecting on this oe
cifton to meet with two chiefs, had brought on 
fuore a prefent for one only: this therefore he 
was obliged to divide between them; but, as it 

happened to be confiderable, both of them ;:tp
peared to be fatisfied. Our party now entertained 
them about an hour with the performance of two 
French horns and a drum; but the firing off :i 
pifl:ol that Captain Clerke had in his pocket, 
f~emed to pleafe them moft-. Before out gentle
men took their leave of the two chiefs, the large 
piece of cloth was rolled up, and prefented to 

Captain Cook, together with a few c~coa-nuts. 
The next morning, Old Toobou carne on board 
to r'eturn the Commodore's viflt: he alfo viflted 
Captain Clerke; and if our former prerent was 
Mt ftlfficiently conflderable, the deficiency was 
not -fupplied. In the mean time, Mareewagee 
went to fee our people who were ftationed on 

{hare; and Mr. King fhewed him whatever w~ 
o 2 had 
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had there. He was ftruck with admiration at 
the fight of the cattle; and the crofs-cut faw ri
vetted his attention. Towards noon, Poulaho 
came on board, bringing with him his [on, who 
was about twelve years of age. He dined with 
Captain Cook; but the [on, though prefent, was 
not permitted to fit down with him. The Cap
tain found it very convenient to have him for his 
gueft; for, whenever he was prefent, (which was 
frequently the cafe) every otller native was ex
cluded from the table, and few of them would 
continue in the cabin: whereas, if neither he 
nor Feenou were on board, the chiefs of inferior 
rank were very importunate to be of the dining 
party, or to be admitted at that time into the 
cabin, which became confequently very much 
·crowded. The king was foon reconciled to our 
cookery, and was fond of uur wine. He now 
reGded at the malaee near our tent, where he this 
evening entertained our people with a dance, in 
which he himfelf, though fo corpulent and un
wieldy, engaged. 

Ou the 15th, Captain Cook received a meifage 
from Old Toobou, imponing, that he was- de
firous of feeing him on fuore. He and Omai 
accordingly waited on that chief, whom they 
found fitting, like one of the ancient patriarchs, 
under the !hade of a tree, with a large piece of 
cloth, the manufacture of the illand, _ fpread out 
before him. He defired them to place themfelves 

by 
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by him; after which he told Omai, that the cloth, 

with fome cocoa nuts, and red feathers, confti
tuted his prefent to Captain Coole The latter 
thanked him. for the donation, and requefted him 
to go·on board with him. Ol~ai, being fent for 
by Poulaho, now left the Captain, who was in
formed by Feenou, that young Fattafaihe, the 
king's fan, defired to fee him. He immediately 

obeyed the fummons, and found the young prince 
and Omai feated under a canopy of fine cloth, 
with a piece of a coarfer kind, feventy-fix yards 
long, and feven and a half broad, fpread before 
them and under them. On one fide was a quan

tity of cocoa-nuts; and, on the other, a large 
boar. A multitude of people fat round the 
doth.; and among them was Mareewagee, with 

other perfons of rank. The Captain was re
quefted to feat himfelf by the prince; and then 
Omai informed him, that he had been inftrucred 
by Poulaho to tell him, that as his Majelly'and 
the Captain were friends, he hoped that his fan 

Fattafaihe might be comprehended in this friend
fhip; and that the Captain, as a teftimony of his 
confent, would accept of the prince's prcfenr. 

Captain Cook readily agreed to this propofaJ, 
and invited them all to dine with him on board. 
Accordingly, the young prince, Old Toobou, 
Mareewagee, three or four fubordinate chiefs, 
and two old ladies of high rank, accompanied 
the Commodore to the ihip. Mareewagee was 

a 3 dreifed 
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dreffed in a new piece of cloth, witJ1 fi~ patches 
pf red feathers on th~ !kirts of it. This drefs 
w~s probably made on purpofe for tJ1is vifit; for, 
as loon as he arrived on board, he put it off, an,d 
prefented it to Captain Cook. When dinner \yas 
ferved up, not one of them would even fi~ dowl1, 
or eat a morCel of any thil1g, as they ~~r~ all 
taboo, they faid; which word, though it has a 
very comprehenfive meaning, generally fignifies 
that a thing is prohibited. Why they were thus 
refrrained at prefent, was not accounted (or, 
Having made prefents to them all, and gr~tified 

their curiofity by fhewing them every part of the 
f1;lip, the Captain conduCl::ed them afhore. Wh~1l 

the boat had rea~ed the land, Feenou and feve.,. 
ral others immediately O:epped out; and the 
young prince following them, was called bacl~ 

by Mareewagee, who now p~id the heir apparent 
the fame obeiCance which the king was accuf;" 
tamed to receive; and when Old Toobou, and . 

• 
one of the old Jadies~ had honoured him with the 
Lme marks of refpeCt, he was fuffered to land. 
After this ceremony, the old people ftepped OUt 

of the boat into a canoe, which was wai ring to con
vey them to their place of refidence. Capt. Cook 
was pleafed at being pr~fent on this occafion, as he 
was thus furnifhed with tht:: moO: convincing proof~ 
of the fupreme dignity of Poulabo and his fan. By 
this time, indeed, he had gained fome certain in-

. formation with reg~rd to the relative fituation of 

fevtral 
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r~eral of the chiefs. He now knew, that Old 
Toobou and Mareewagee were b,others. Both 
of them were men of very confiderable property, 
and in high eftimation with the people: Maree
wagee, in particular, had 9btained the honour
able appellation of Motooa Tonga, which implies, 
father of Tonga, or of his country. We alfo now 
ullderftood, that he was the king's father-in-law, 
Foulaho having efpoufed one of his daughters, 
by whom he had young Fattafaihe; fo that Ma
reewagee was grandfather to the prince. As for 
Feenou, he was one of the fons of Mareewagee, 
and Tooboueitoa was another. 

Captain Cook, on his landing, found PoulahQ 
in the houfe adjoining to our tent, who imme
diately made him a prefent of a quantity of yams 
and a hog. Towards evening a number of 
the iDanders came, and having feared themfelvea 
in a circle, fung in concert with the muGc of 
bamboo-drums, which were placed in the centre. 
Three of them were long ones, and two were 
fuort. \Vith thefe they ftruck the ground end
wife. There were two others that lay fide by 
fide on the ground, one of which was partly fplit: 

on there a perf on continued beating with two 
fricks. They fung three fongs while the Captain 

, ilaid j and the entertainment lafted, after he left 
them, till ten o'clock. They burned the leaves 

of the wharra palm for a light. 
04 In 
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In the mean time, Mr. Anderfon, with feveral 
others, made an excurfion into the country, which 
furni {bed him with obffrvations to the following 
effect. vVeftward of the tent, the country for about 
two miles is entirely uncultivated, though ~overed 
with trees and bullies growing naturally with the 
greateft vigour. Beyond this a pretty large plain 

extends itfelf, on which are cocoa-trees, and forne 

finall plantations. N ear the creek, which runs 
weft of the tent, the land is perfectly flat, and 

,partly overflowed every tide by the fea. When 
the water retires, the furface is feen to confift of 
coral-rock, interfperfed with holes of yellowifh 
mud; and near the edges, where it is rather more 

firm, are vaft numbers of little openings, 
whence iffue in,numerable fin all crabs, which 
fwarm upon the fpot, but are fo v~ry nimble, 
that, when approached, they inftantaneoufly die· 
appear, and bailie all the dexterity of the natives 
who endeavour to catch them. At this place is 
a work of art, which teitifies fome degree of in
genuity and p~rfeverance: on one fide is a nar
row caufeway, which, gradually increafing in 
breadth, riles with a gentle afcent to the heio'ht 

o 
of ten feet, where its breadth is five paces, the 

whole length being about feventy-fol,lr paces. 
Adjacent to this is a kind of circus, thirty paces 
in diameter, about one or two feet higher than 
the caufeway that joins it; and in the middle of 
this circus fome trees qre planted. On the op. 

pollte 
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pofite fide, another cau[eway de[cends, which lS 
partly in ruins, and not above forty paces in length. 

'The whole is built of large coral-frones, with 
earth on the furface, which is overgrown with 

furubs and low trees. From its decaying in fe
veral places, it is probably of fome antiquity. It 
feelTIs to be of no fervice at prefent, whatever 
may have been its ufe in former times; All the 
intelligence concerning it, that Mr. Anderfon 
could procure from the natives, was, that it was 
called Etchee, and belonged to the king. 

In the morning of the 16th, Captain Cook and 
Mr. Gore took a walk into the country; in the 
courfe of which they met with an oppo.rtunity of 
feeing the whole procefs of making cloth, the 
principal manufaB:ure of thefe iDands, as well as 
of many others in the South-Sea. An account of 
this operation, as performed here, may not impro
perly be fubjoined. The manufaCturers, who are 
of the female-fex, take the Dender ftalks or trunks 
of the paper-mulberry, which rarely grows more 
than feven feet in height, and about the thicknefs 
of four fingers. From thefe ftalks they 1hip the 
bark, and fcrape off the exterior rind; after which 
the bark is rolled up, and macerated for 'fome 
time in water; it is then beaten with a fquare in
ftrument of \yood, full of coarfe grooves, but 
fometimes with a plain one. The operation is 
often repeated by another perfon; or the bark is 
foldeq, feveral times, and beat longer, which is 

probably 
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probably intended to clofe rather than divide its 
texture. It is then fpread out to dry; the pieces 
being from four., to fix or [even feet in length, 
and about half as broad. The[e pieces are joined 
by fmearing part of them with the glutinous 
jlJice of a berry called tooo; and, afrer being thus 
lengtheneq, they are placed over a large piece of 
wO,od, witn a fort of ftamp, cpmpofed of a fibrou$ 
flibftance, laid beneath them. The manufac
turers then take a bit of clorh', and having dip
ped it in a juic~ expreifed from the bark of a tree 
called k(Jkka, rub it briikly over the piece that is 
making. This leaves upon the furface a dry glofs, 
and a dull brown colour; and the fiamp makes, 
at the fame time, a flight impreffion. Thus they 
proceed, joining and ftaining by degrees, till ~ 

piece of cloth, of rhe requifite length and breadrh, 
is produced. They generally leave a border, 
about a foot broad, at the fides, and rather lon
ger at the ends, unftained. If any parts of the 
original pieces have holes, or are too thin, they 
glue [pare bits upon them, till their thicknefs is 
equal to that of the reft. Whenever they are de .. 
firous of producing a black colour, they mix the 
juice of the kokka with the foot procured from an 
oily nut called dooedooe. They affert, that the 
black cloth, which is ufually moft glazed, makes 
a cold drefs j but the other, a warm one. 

The Commodore and Mr. Gore, meeting with 

Feenou on their return from their excurfioll, took 

him, 
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piro, and another chief, on board to dinner; which 
being ferved up, neither of them would eat a mor
feI, alledging that they were taboo avy; but when 
they found, that, in dreffing a pig and fome yams, 
no IJvy (water) had be~n made ufe of, they both 
fat down, and eat very heartily, and drank forne 
wine, on being affured that there was no water in 
Jr. From this circumftance we inferred, that 
they were at this time, for fome p<J.rticular rear on, 
f~rbidqen to ufe water; or that, perhaps, they 
did not like th,e water we then ufed, it being 
taken out of one of the places where the iilanders 
bathed. 
Th~ following day, which was the 17th, was 

tixed upon by Mareewagee for giving a grand 
baiv4, or entertainment, at which we were all in
yited to attend. Before the temporary hut of 
~his chief, near our land ftation, a large fpace 
had been cleared for that purpofe. In the morn
ing, vaft nt;lmbers of the natives came in from 
~he country, everyone of whom bore on his 
ihoulder a long pole, at each end of which a yam 
was fufpended. Thefe poles and yams being de
p.olited on each fide of the open fpace, or area, 
formed two large heaps, decorated with [mall 
nIh of different kinds. They were Mareewagee's 
prefent to the Captain~ Cook and Clerke. The 
pece!fary preparations being made, the iilanders 
began, about eleven o'clock, to exhibit various 

4fnce~, which they call mai, The band of mufic 
at 
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at firft confit1ed of feventy men as a chorus, 
amidft whom were placed three inftruments that 

we called drums, though they did not much re

ftmble them. They are cylindrical pieces of 

'Wood, from three to four feet in length, fame of 
them twice as thick as a man of ordinary fize, 

znd fome not fo large. They are entirely hollow, 

but clofe at each end, and open only by a chink, 

.about the breadth of three inches, running nearly 

the whole length of the drums. By this opening, 

the reft of the wood is hollowed; which muft be 

an operation of fome difficulty. This in!trument 
is called by the natives naffa; and, having the 
chink turned towards them, they fit and beat vi

gorou{}y upon it, with two cylindrical pieces of 
wood, as thick as the wrift, and about a foot in 

length; by which means a rud~, but loud and 
powerflll found, is produced. They occafionaliy 
vary the ftrength and rate of their beating; and 

)~kewife change the tones, by beating toward~ the 
end, or in the middle of the inftrument. 

There were four ranks, of twenty~four men 
each, in the firft dance. Thefe held in their hands 

a fmall thin wOoCkn inftrument, about two feet 

in length, rcfembling in its fiupe an oblong pad

dle. Vlirh thefe inflruments, which are called 
Ingge, they made many different motions; fuch 

as pointing them towards the ground on one fide, 
and inclining their bodies that way at the fame 

io~ant; then ibifting them tQ the oppofite fide 

5 In 
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ill the fame manner; pailing them with great 

quicknefs from one hand to the other, and twirl
ing them about with remarkable dexterity; with 

various other manreuvres. Their motions, whicb 
were flow at flrft, quickened as the drums beat 
fafter; and they repeated fehtences the whole 
time in a muucal tone,'-which were anfwered by 
the chorus; but, in a thort time, they all joined~ 

and ended with a ihout. After a ceifation of a 

few minutes, they began as before, and conti

nued, with iliort intervals, upwards of a quarter 

of an hour; and then the rear tank dividing, 
moved nowly round each end, met in the front:. 

and formed the firfr rank; during which time the 

whole number continued to recite fentences. The 

other ranks fuccefIively did the fame, till that 

which was foremofr became the rear; and this 
evolution did not ceafe till the laft rank regained 
its former utuation. A much quicker dance, 
though flow at firft, was then begun, and they 
fung for ten minutes, when the whole body, in a 
two-fold divifion, retreated, and then advanced, 

forming a kind of circular figure, which con
cluded the dance; the chorus retiring, and the 

drums being removed, at the fame time. 
In the fecond dance, there were forty men as a 

chorus, with only two drums; and the dancers 

(or rather actors) confifted of twO ranks, the fore
moG: of which had feventeen perfons, and the 

other fifteen. Feenou was in the middle of the 
firft 
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firft rarik, which is confidered, on there occationS', 
as the principal place. They danced and repeat
ed fent~nces, with very fhort intervals, for ha1f 
an hour, fometimes fiowly, and at other times 
quickly, with the higheft degree of e)taCtnefs and 
regularity. Towards thl: clofe, the rear-rank 
divided, came round, and oecupied the place of 
the front, which afterwards refumed its priftine 
fituation. This dance being finifhed, the drums 
were taken away, and the chorus retired i as in the 
preceding dance. 

Three very large drums were now brought in, 
and feventy men ferved as Ii chorus to the third 
dance. This confifted of two ranks, of fix teen 
men each, having young Toobou at their head, 
who was fplendidly ornamented with a kind of 
garment covered with red feathers. Thefe per
fons danced, fung~ and twirleq the pagge, fa as 
to meet with the continual applaufes of the Cpee
tators, who were particularly pleaf~d with a mo
tion in which they held the afaee afide, as if afham
ed, with the pagge before it. The hindmoff 
rank dlofed before the front one, which foon af
ter refumed its place, as in the firff and fecohd 
dances: then beginning again, they fornied a 
triple row, divided, retreated to each end of the 
area, and left the ground in a great meafure cIear. 
Two men rufhing in at that infrant, began to 
exercife the clubs which they make ufe of in bat
tle;. They firft twirled them in their hands, and 

6 made 
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made circular ftrokes before them with great 
quicknefs, managing with fuch £kill) that, though 
they ftood clofe to each other, they never inter
fered. They iliifced the clubs, with uncommon 
dexterity, from one hand to the other; and, af
ter forne time, kneeled down, and made various 

motions, toffing up their clubs in the air, and 
catching them as they fell. They then retired 
as haftily as they had entered. They had pieces 
of white cloth about their heads, faftened at the 

crown with a wreath of foliage round their fore
heads: and, that they might be free from all iil
cumbrante, they had only a very finall piece of 
cloth tied round the waift. A man, armed witl.!.. 
a fpear, then rufhed in, and put himfelf in a me
nacing attitude, as if he intended to ihike with 
his weapon at one of the people in the crowd; 

at the fame time bending the knee a little, and 
trembling as it were with fury. He continued 
in this pofition near a minute, and then moved 
to the other fide; where, having frood in the fame 

pfofture, he hafl:ily retreated from the area. Du
ring all this time the dancers, who had divided 
themfelves into two parties, continued to repeat 
fome.rhing Oow]y; and they now came forward, 
and join'ed again, conduding the dance with ge

neralapplaufc:-. This dance was probably con
fidered as a capital perfbrmance, as forne of tbe 
principal people were eng:lged in it; one of the 
drums ~ing beat by Futtafaihe~ the kil1g's bro-

therA. 
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ther, another by Feenou, and the third by Ma

reewagee himfelf. 
In the fourth and Iaft dance, there were forty 

men as a chorus, with two drums. The per
formers were fixty men, airanged in three rows, 
having twenty-four in front. Before they com
menced, we were entertained with a preliminary 

'harangue, in which the whole number made re
fponfes to an individual fpeaker. They recited 
fentences alternately with the chorus, and made 
with the pagge many qtJid~ motions. They di
vided into two parties, with their backs to each 
other; formed again, ihifred their ranks (as in 
the preceding dances) divided, and retreated, 
being fucceded by two men who exercifed their 
clubs, as before, after whom came two others,; 
the dancers in the mean time repeating in their 
turns with the chorus: they then advanced, and 
terminated the dance. 

Thefeamufementscontinued from eleven o'clock 
till near three. The number of iflanders who 
attended as fpectators, together with thofe who 
were round the trading-place at the tent, or ftrag
gling about, amounted to at leaft ten thoufand, 
all within the compafs of a quarter of a mile. If 
we had underftood what was fpoken in this en
tertainment, we might probably have gained 
much information with regard to the genius and 
cuftoms of thefe people. Though the fpetl:a
tors conftantly applauded the different motions, 

when 
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when well made, a conflderable filare of the plea_ 
,fure they received, [eemcd to arire fom tl:e [tn

timental part" or what the performer~ recited. 
However, the mere aCting part well de~erven O'Jr 
notice, on account of the extenDveneJs of the ~hr, 

. the variety of the motions, and the exact unity, 
eafe, and gracefulnefs, with which they \\ ere 
performed. 

In the evening we were enter~ained w:th the 
bomai, or night-dances, on a large area before the 
temporary dwelling-place of Feenou. They con
tinued three hours; during which time abollt 
twelve of them were performed, nearly in the fame 
manner as thofe at Hapaee. In two of them, 
which were performed by women, a party of mel)l 
came and formed a circle within their's. In ano
ther, which confifted of twenty-four men, many 
motions that we had not before [een, were made 
with the h'ands, and met with great applaufe. 

'. The munc was once changed in the cour[e of the 
.evening; and, in one of the dances, Feenou him
{elf appeared at the head of fifty men: he was 
well d:reffed in linen, and lome fmall picturrs were 
hung round his neck. 

Though thewhole entertainmentwas conclllEted 
with better order than could reafonably have been 
expeCted, yet our utmofi: care and attention eouid 
not prevent ou~ being plundered by the natives, 
in themoft daring and infolent manlier. There 

,was fcarcely any thing wh,ich they did not en-
Yo L. 1 __ :-;° 4- P deavour 
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deavour to fteal. They once, in the middle of 
the day, attempted to' take an anchor from' off 
the Difcovery's bows; but without effect The 
only violence of which they were guilty, was, t?i.e 
breaking the fhoulder-bone of one of our goats; 
in confeql1ence of which 1he died foon after'. On 
Wednefday the 18th, an ifiander got out of a 
canoe into the Refolution, and ftole a pewter
bafon; but being detected, he was purfued, and 

'brought along-fide the fhip. Upon this occa
fion, three old women in the canoe made loud 
lamentations over the prifonei, beating their 
faces and breafts with the palms of their hands 
in a very violent manner, but without fhedding 
a tear. This mode of expreffing farrow occa
fions the mark which moll: of thefe people bear 
on the face, over their cheek-bones; for the re
peated blows infliCted by them on this part, 
abrade the !kin, and caufe fame blood to flow 
out; and when the wound is recent, it looks as 
if a hollow circle had been made by burning. 
On fome occafions, they cut this part of the face 
with an inftrument. 

The fame day Captain' Cook beftowed forne 
pre Cents on Mareewagee, in return for thofe which 
had been received from that chief the preceding 
day; and as the entertainments then exhibited 
called upon us to make fame exhibition in re
turn, he ordered all the marines to go throlllgh 
'their exercife, on the fpot where the late dances 

had, 
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,had been performed ;,I',and, in the evening, fame 
fire-works were alfo Played off at the fame place. 
The king, the principal chiefs, and a vaft muI
~itl1de of people, were prefent. The platoon firing 
feemed to pleafe them; but. when they beheld 
our water-rockets, they were filled with aftonifh
ment and admiration. They did not much re

gard the fife and drum, or French horns, that 
were played during the intervals. Poulaho fat 

behind everyone, no perron being permitted to 
fit behind him; and, that his view might receive 

no obftruCtion, none fat immediately before him; 
but a lane, as it were, was made by the fpeCl::a
t{)rs from him, quite down to the [pace allotted 

for playing off the fire-works. 
While the natives were in expectation of this ..... 

evening exhibition, they engaged, for the greateft 

part of the afternoon, in wreftling and boxing. 
When a perfon is defirous of wrefrling, he gives 
a challenge by croffing the ground in a kind of 

meafured pace, and clapping fmartly on the elbow 

joint of one arm, which is bent, and fends forth 
a hollow found. If no opponent fteps forth, he 
;eturns and fits down; but if an antagonift ap: 

pears, they meet with marks of the greateft good
nature, generally fmiling, and deliberately ad
jufting the piece of cloth that is fafrened round 

the w~id:. They then lay hold of each other by 

this cloth, and he who fucceeds in drawing his 

opponent to him, inftanrly endeavours to lift him 
p z upon 
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tlpon his breaft, and throws him on his back; and 

if he c.an turn rOllnd with him in that pofition 

two or three times, before he throws him,. he 

meets with great applaufe for his dexterity, If 
they are more equally matched, they quickly 
clofe, and attempt to throw each other by en
twining their legs, or raifing each other from the 
ground j in which ftruggles they difplay an ex

traordinary exertion of ftrength. When one of 

them is thrown, he immediately retires; while 
the conqueror fits down for near a minute, then 

rifes, and goes to the fide from which he came, 

where the viClory is proclaimed aloud. After 
fitting for a fi10rt time, he rifes again, and chal
lenges; and if feveral antagonifl:s appear, he has 
the privilege of choofing which of them he pJeafes 

to engage with: he may alfo, if he {hould throw 

his comFetitor, challenge again, till he himfelf 
is vanquifi1ed; and then the people on the op
poute fide chant the fong of viCtory in favo\lr of 
their champion, It frequently happens, that five 

or fix rife from each fide, and give challenges 
together; fo that it is not uncommon to fee fe
veral fets engaged on the fidd at the fame time. 
They preferve great temper in this exercife, ~nd 
leave the lpot without the ;eaft difpleafure in their 

COllntenances, \Yhen they find that they are too 
equally matched, they ddift by mutual confent; 
and if it does not clc:arly appear which of them 

h~,s had the a<.l\'~ntage, both fides proclaim the 

vitl:ory. 
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viCtory, and then they engage again. But no 
ont', who has been vanquifhed, is permitted to 

engage a feeond time with his conqueror. 
Thofe wh() intend to box advance fide-ways, 

changing the fide at every pace, having one arm 

ftretehed out before, the other behind; and hold. 

ing in one hand a piece of cord, which they wr.1p 

dofely about it, when they meet wirh an oppo. 
nent. This is vrobably intended to prevent a 
di!location of the hand or fingers. Their blows 
are dealt Out with great q ~Jickne[s and aCtivity, 
and are aimed principally at the h_t:ad. They 

box equally well with either hand. One of their 

moO: dexterous blows is, to turn rOllnd on the 

neel, juft after they have ihuck their adverian', 

and to give him another pretty violent blow with 
~he other hand backward. In boxing-matches, 
unlefs a perf on ftrikes his antagonifl to the ground, 
they never fing the fong of victory; which !hews, 
that this diverGon is h:fs approved among them 

than wreflling. Not only boys engage in both 

thefe exercifes; but it not unfrequently happens, 

that little girls box with great obflinacy. On all 
thefe oecafions, they do not confider it as any 

difgrace to be overcome; and the vanqtlifhed 
perfon fits down with as much indifrerence as if 
he had never engaged. Some of our people con
tended with them in both extrcifes, but were 

generally worfted. 

P 3 Captain 
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Captain Cook intending to leave behind him 
rome of the animals he had brought, thought 
proper to make a dill:ribution of them before his 
departure. He therefore, on the 19th, affembled 
the chiefs before our houfe, and marked out his 
intend~d prefents to them. To the king he gave 
a bull and a cow; to Mareewagee,.. a Cape ram, 
and two ewes; and to Feenou, a horfe and a mare. 
He inftruaed Omai to tell them, that no fuch 
animals exifted within feveral months fail of their 
iJ1and; tbat we had brought them, with a great 
degree of trouble and expenee, for their ufe; 
that, therefore, they ought to be careful not to 
kill any of them till they had multiplied confi. 
derably; and, finally, that they and their pofte
rity ought to remember, that they had receiveq 
them from the natives of Britain. Omai alfo 
explained to them their refpeCtive ufes, as far as 
his limited knowledge in fueh points would ,per
mit him. The Captain ha9- intended to give 
old Toabou two or. three goats; but finding that 
chief indifferent about them) he added them to 

the £hare of Poulaho. It foon appeared, that 
fome of the nati ves were diffatisfied with the al
lotment of our animals; for, the next morning" 
two of our turkey-cocks, and one kid, were mif. 
llng. Our Commodore being determined to get 
them reftored, feized on three canoes that wer~ 
along-fide the fhips; then went on fhore, and 

havipg found his majefty, his bro.ther, Fe€nou~ 
and 
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and fome other chiefs, in our houfe, he immedi
ately appointed a guard over them, and intimated 
to them, that they muft continue under re!haint, 
till not only the turkeys and the kid, but the 
other things of which we had been plundered at 
various times, were reftored to us. They affured 

him, that the things in queftion ihould all be re
turned; and then fat down to drink kava, with 
an appearance of unconcern. Soon afterwards, 
an axe, and an iron wedge, were brought to us. 
Some armed natives, in the mean time, began to 
;ltfemble behind the houfe; but they difperfed 
. when a part of our guard marched againft them; 

~nd the chiefs, at the inftigation of the Commo
dore, gave orders that no more ihould appear. 
When he invited them to dine with him on board, 
they readily confented. Some of them havin.g 
;lfterwards objected to Poulaho's going, he rote 
up immediately, and declared that he would be 
the firfl:: man. Accordingly, the chiefs went on 
.board with Captain Cook, and rema~ed in the 
Ihip till near four o'clock. He thero' conduCted 
.them aihore; and, not I~ng afcer, the kid and 
pne of the turkeys were refl::ored to him. On 
their promifing that the other turkey ihould be 
brought back the next morning, he J'cleafed both 

them and the canoes. 
Captain Cook npw walked out with Omai, "'.lith 

a view of obferving how the natives in our neigh

rbpurhood fared j for this was the ufual time of 
p 4 the:r 
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their meals. He [nuno that they were, in gene-

1":\1, ill fupplied; a circumftance not to be won
cered at, flnce moft of the yams, and other pro
viGons that they broLlgl\t with them, were dif
pOj~'d or to us; and they were unwilling to re

turn to their own habitations, while they could 

prO~"lre any fufl:enance near our poft. That par

ticular ,part of the iOand, where our {btion was, 

bt'in~ llnculrivated, there were none of the na
tives who had a fixed ~efidence within half a mile 
of Wi. Thofe therefore who were at our poft, 

were obFged to live under trees and bullies, or 

in temporary {beds; and the cocoa-trees were 
fLripp~j of their branches, for the purpofe of 

er::t1ing huts for the chiefs. 

OTdi an(l the C;;;ptain, in the courf'e of their 

walk, fLlund fix or feven women at fupper toge
ther, two of- whom were fcd by the others. On 

their aiking the reafon of this circumftance, the 
'Women replied, taboo mattee. Upon further en

quiry it appeared, th~,t one of them, about two 

months b::rore, h:ld wafh::d the corpfe of a chief, 

on wll;cn account ibe was not allowed to handle 

arjY Locl for five months; and that the ether had 
performed the farpe office to the dead body of. a 

perron of inferior rank, and was therefore under 
a ,~millr reftriction, d70l.lgh not for fo long a. 
fpace. 

On Saturday the 21 ft, early ~n the morning,Pou-

1allo came on bo.ard, to invite Captain Cook to an 

haiva 
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haiva or entertainment, which he deGgned to 
give the fame day. He had already hid his head 
befmeared wirhred pigment, in order to com
mu~icate a red colour to his l1air, which was na
turally of a dark brown. The Captain, after 
'breakfafr, attended him to the {hore, and found 
the ifianders very bufy in two places, fixing, in a 
fqllare and upright pofition, four very long pofts, 
at the diftante of near two feet from each other. 
They afterwards filled up with yams the fpace 
between the pofts; and faftened fticks acrofs, 
from one poll to another, at the cliftance of every 
four feet, to prevent the pofts from feparating, 

by the weight of the inclofed yams, and alfo to 
. afcend by. As foon as the yalns had reached the 
fummit of the firft pofts, they continued to faften 
others to them, till each pile was thirty feet or 
more in height. They placed, on Lhe top of one 

. of the piles, two baked hogs; and, on the top 

of the other, a living one; and they tied another 

by the legs half-way up. The facility and dif
,patch with which thefe two piles were raifed, were 

remarkable. After they had completed them, 
they ,accumulated fome other heaps of yams, and 
alfo of bre.ad-fruit, on each fide of the area; to 

which a turtle, and a great quantity of e~cellent 
fifh, were added. The whole of this, with fame 
red feathers, a mat, and a piece of doth, com
paCed the king's prefent to Captain Cook. About 

one o'clock the mai, or dances, were begun. 

3 The 
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The firft of thefe very nearly refembled the fira 
that was performed at Mareewagee's entertain. 
ment. The fecond was conducted by young 
Toobou; and in this, four or five women were 

introduced, who equalled the men in the exaCl:

nefs and regularity of their motions. Near the 
end, the performers divided, in order to leave 
room for ·two champions, who exercifed their 
clubs. In the third dance, which was the lait, 
two other men, with clubs, exhibited their !kill 
and activity. The dances were fucceeded by 
boxing and wreftling j and one man entered the 

lifts with a .kind of heavy cluq, ma4e from .the 
ftem of a cocoa-leaf, but could meet with' no 
opponent to engage him in fo rough a diverfion. 

Towards the evening, the bonai, or night-dances, 
began, in which the king himfelf, app.arelled in 
Englifh manufacture, was a performer: but nei
ther theie, nor the dances in the day-time, were 
fa capital as tho(e of Feenou, or Mareewagee. 

The Commodore, in order to be prefen't the 

whole time, dined on 1hore. Poulaho fae down 

with .him, but neither eat nor drank, which was 

owing to the .prefence of a fema}e, who had been 
admitted, at his requeft, to the dining party, and 
who, as we were informed in the fequel, was of 
i1.1perior rank to himfelf. This lady had no fooner 
dined, than 1he walked up to Poulaho, who ap

plied his hands to her feet; af(er which lhe re

tired. He immdiately dipped hi5fingers into 
a glab 
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a glafs of wine, and then all her attendants paid 
him obeifance. At his g.eiire, fome of our fire
'works were played off in the evening; but being 
damaged, they did not anfwer the expeaations 
vfthe fpeCl:ators. 

C HAP. VIII. 

,Some Officers plundered of their Mujkets, and other 
Articles, by the Natives-Omai complains .to the 
King of this Outrage-Gonjequences that it was 
probable might attend it-A Vijit to Poulaho
,DeJcription of a Fiatooka-Country Entertain
ment at Poulaho's Haufe-His Mourning Gere
flZony-Beajily Method of preparing Kava-Ac
crJUnt of Onevy-MdJrs. King and Andetjon vijit 
Futtafaihe-Entertained by him-Method of 
drejJing Hogs, and carving them-Manner of 
pajJing the Night-Objervations on the Gountry
Prepare for Departure-DeJcription of the Ijland~ 
its Animals, Vegetables, &c. 

No more entertainments being expeB:ed on 
" either fide, and the curioGty of the popu
~ace being ina great degree fatisfied, moil: of 
them def~rtc::d \lS the day after Pqulaho's haiva. 

. , Sti1h 
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Still, however, we bad thieves among us, and 
had continual infrances of their depredations. 

Some of the officers of both fhips, who had 
made an excurfion into the interior parts of the 
jfiand, returned the 22d of June in the evening, 
after an abfence of two days. They had taken 
their mu!kets and ne{"e{fary ammunition with 
them, befides feveral finall articles of the favourite 
commodities; the whole of which the natives had 

the dexterity to freal from them, in the courfe of 

their iliort journey. Inconvenient confequences 
were likely to have attended this affair j for, when 
our plundered travellers retured, they employed 
Om ai, without confulting Captain Cook, 'to com
plain to the king of tht: treatment they had re
ceived. He, not knowing how the Captain 
would proceed in this affair, and apprehending 

that he might again lay him under rdtraint, fec 
off early the next morning, and Feenou followed 

his example; fo that not a chief of authority was 

now remaining in our neighbourhood. The Cap
tain was ofi"eneded at this buGLers, and repri
manded Omai for having prelumed to interfere 
m 1t. This reprimand induced him to endeavor 
to bring back his friend Feenou, and he fuceeded 
in his negociation, by affllring him that no vio

ler.t meafures would be purfued to oblige the 
natives to return what they had, ftolen. Trufring 

to this dechration, Feenou came back in the 

even-



·PACIFIC OCEAN •. 

evening, and was favo~rably received. Poulaho 
alfo favoured us with his 'company the next day. 

Upon this occafion, the two chiefs very juflly 
obferved to Captain Cook, that, whenever any 

of his people wanted ro take an excurfion into the 

country, they ought to be made acquainted with 
it, that they might order proper people to ·attend 

. them, to prevent fuch outrages. And, had this 
precaution been taken, ·it is not to be doubted 
but that a man and his property would have been 
as fafe here, as in other part~s_.of the'tnore civi
lized world. Though the Captain did not after

wards endeavour to recover the articles taken 
1!pon this occafion, the whole of them were re

turned, through the interpofition of Feenou, ex

~ept one mufket, and a few other infignificant 
~rticles. By this time aI[o, we .recove~ed the 

tools and other matters, that had been ftolen 
from our workmen. 

On Wednefday the :2 5th of June, two boats, 
which Captain Cook had rent in [earch of a com-

'modious channel to rea, returned. The com

manders of them reported, that the channel to the 
north, through which we came in, was imm:
~ently dangerolJS, being full of coral rocks ; that 
there wasa .good channel to the eaftward, though 

contracted, in one place, by the [maILif1ands; 
c,onfequently a wefterly wind would be necefE:ry 

to ger through it. Vl e had now recruited our 

fiups, and repaired our fails, and had little more 
to 



to expet\. of the prod uee·of the iffand; but, as an 
eclipfe of the fun was to happen on the 5th of 
July, the Captain determined to fray till that 
time, to have a chance of obferving it. 

Having now' fbme-Jeifure before us, Captain 
Cook, and a partY' of us, accom panied by Pou
laho, fet out the next' morning, in a boat, fOf 
Mooa, a kind of v'i11age, where he, and the 
other men of confeque-nce, ufually refide. Rowing 
up the inlet, we faw fourteen canoes fifhing in 
company; in one of which was Poulaho's fon. 
They had then raken fome fine mullets, about a 
dozen of which they put into our boat. They 
fhewed US their whole method of fifhing, which 
appeared to be an effeCl:ual one. 

Taking leave of the prince and his fifhing party, 
we were rowed to the bottom of the bay, and 
landed where we had d(we before, when we went 
to fee Mareewagee. As foon as we got on fuore, 
we were conducred to one of Poulaho's houfes; 
which, though tolerably large, feemed to be his 
private place of refidence, and was fituated within 
a plantation. The king feated himfelf at one 
end of the houfe, and thofe who came to vifit 
him, fat down in a femi-circle at the other end. 
A bowl of kava was immediately prepared for us, 
and direcrions were given to bake fome yams. 
While thefe were getting ready, fome of us, to
gether with a few of the king's attendants, and 
Omai as our interpreter, went to take a view of a 

6 fiatooka, 
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fiatooka, or burying-pLJ,ce, at a [mall difcance 
from the habitation. It belonged to the king, 

and confifred of three largifh hou[es, fituated on 

a riling ground, with a finall one not far ofr~ all 

ranged longitudinally. The largeft of the three 

nrft was the middle houfe, which was placed in a 
[quare, twenty-four paces by twenty-eight, and 

¥aifed about three feet. The other houfes v.ere 

placed on little mounts. On the floors of thde 

'houfes, as alfo on the tops of the mounts, were 

tine 100fe pebbles; and the whole was enclofed 

by large flat frones of coral rock. One of the 

';nowes W:lS open on one fide, and two wooden 

bufts of men, rudely carved, were within it. 
We· enquired of the natives who followed us 

(but durft not enter here) Vlhat thefe images 

were; who informed us, that they were memo

rials of fame chiefs who had been buried there .. 
and not meant as the reprefentatives of any deity, 

Such monuments, it is prefumed, are itldom 

raifed; [or thefe appeared to na"Te been ereCted 

'.many ages. 
'; We were informed that dead bodies had been 

buried in each of thefe houles, but no marks of 

them were to be diftin,yuiI11ed. The carved head o 

of an Otaheire canoe, which had been driven 

.tfhore on their coaft, was depofired in one of 

them. On the rifing ground \\,1, a gr~fs -plot, 

Oil which different large trees were planted; 

among which were fevered of (hole called etoa. 

Th::r 
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.They greatly refemble the cyprefs, and had a 
very folemn effea. A row of low palms was allo 
planted near one of the houfes. 

After refrefhing ourfelves with fome proviG
·ons, which we had brought from our {hips, we 
took a pretty large circuit into the country, at
tended by one of the king's minifters, who would 
not fuffer any of the rabble to follow us, and 
obliged thofe whom we met upon our progrefs. 
to fit down while we were paffing; a mar~ of re
fpea due only to their fovereigns. The greateft 
part of the country was cultivated, and molt of 
'their plantations fenced round. Some parts, in
deed, lay fallow, and others in a ftate of nature; 
the latter afforded large quantities of timber. 

We found many public and well.beaten paths, I 
leading to different parts of the Wand. Travel
ling here was, indeed, very commodious,. the 
.r:.oads being excellent, and the country level. We 
were conducted to feveral pools and fprings of 
water, but they were, in general, either brackifh 
or Ctinking. 

In the dufk of the evening, we returned from 
our walk, and found our fLIpper in readinefs. It 
confifted of fome fifh and yarns, and a baked ho~ 
in which all the culinary arts of the inand had 
been difplayed. There .being nothing to amu[e 
us after [upper, we lay down to neep, according 
to the ,cuftom of the country, on mats fpread 
upon the floor) and had a covenng of cloth. 

The 
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The king, who be~ame happy with fome wine and 
brandy which we had brought, alia (lept in the 
haufe, as did feveral others of the natives. Be
fore day-break, they all rofe, and entered into 
converfation by moon-light. As foon as it was 

day, they difperfed difFerent ways, but it was 

not .long before they all returned, accompanied 
by feveral of their countrymen . 
. While they were preparing a bowl of kava, 
Captain Cook went to pay a vifit to Toobou, 
"Captain Furneaux's friend, 'Nho had a houfe not 

far ~iftant, which for fize and neatne[s was hardly 
,exceeded in the place. Here alfo we found a. 

company preparing a "morning draught. The 

chief made a prefent to the Captain of a living 

hog, and one that was baked; alfo a quantity of 
yams, and a la-rge piece of cloth. Returning to 
the king, we found him and his attendants drink
ing the fecond bowl of kava. That bufinefs 
being performed, he informed Omai that he was 
immediately going to perform a mourning cere
mony, called tooge~ in memory of a ion who had 

'Deen fome time dead, and defired us to accom
pany .him. Naturally expeCting to fee fomewhat; 
new at curious, we readily complied with the 

lequeft. 
, The king ftepped out of the houfe, attended 

by two old wornen, and put on a new c1oathing, 

over which was placed an old ragged mat, which 

niight probably have ferved his grandfather UpOl1 

YOL! I._N° 4. Q a fimi-
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a fimilar folemn occafion. His attendants were 
habited in the fame manner, excepting thati in 
p·oint of antiquity, none of their mats could vie 
with that of their mafter. Thus equipped, we 
marched off, preceded by eight or ten perfons in 
the fame uniform, each of them having likewife 
a green bough about his neck. Poulaho, who 

held his bough in his hand till he approached 
the place of rendezvous, then alfo put it about 
his neck. \'{e now entered a finall inclolure, 
wherein was a neat houfe, and a man fitting be
fore it. As the company entered, they took the 
branches fi'om their necks; and threw them away. 
The king feated him[elf, and the others [at be

fore him in the u[ual manner. By the arrival of 

other per[ons, the c,ircle increafed to upwards of 
an hundred, principally old men, all dreffed in 
the manner above defcribed. The company be
ing affembled, a large root of kava was produced 
by one of the king's [ervants, and a capacious 

-bowl that would contain five or fix gallons. Many 
perfons now began to chew the root, and the 
bowl was filled with liquor up to the brim. 
Others were employed in making drinking-cups 
of plantain leaves. The firO: cup that was filled, 
being prefented to the king, he ordered it to be 
gi ve n to another per[on; the· fecond was alfo 
prefented to him, and he drank it; the third 
was offered to Captain Cook. Afterwards a cup 

was given to ftveral others, till the liquor was 

exhaufted i 
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exhaufted; . and, though not half the company 
partook of it, no one appeared in the leaft diffa

tisfied. Each cup, as it was emptied, wa.s thrown 
upon the ground, whence it was taken up, and 
carried to be filled again. All this time the chief, 
and his whole circle, fat with a great deal of gra· 
vity, hardly fpeaking a fyllable to each other. 

All this while we were in expectation of feeing 
the mourning ceremony begin, when, to our great 
furprize, as foon as the kava was drank out, they 
all rore up, and difperfed ; and Poulaho informed 
us, he was now ready to attend us to the !hips. _ 

We had fometimes feen the drinking of kava 
at other ifiands, but no where fo frequently ail 
here. The kava is a fpecies of pepper, which. 
theyefteem a valuable article, and cultivate for 
this purpofe, carefully defending the young plants 
from any injury; and it is ufually planted about 
their hOllfes. It does not often exceed the height 
of a man, though they are fometimes feen much 
higher. It has large heart-!haped leaves, and 

jointed italks. 
O;ly the root of the kava is ufed at the Friend

ly Wands ~ after being. dug up, it is given to the 
fervants, who, breaking it in pieces, [crape the 
dirt off, and each chews his portion. which he 
afterwards fpits into a piece of plantain leaf. 
Thore, who are to prepare the liquor, coHea 
there mouthfuls together, and depofit them in a 
large wooden bow), adding a fufficient quantity 

Q..2 of 
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of water to make it of a proper frrength. It is 
then well mixed up with the hands, and wrung 
hard, in order to make it productive of as much 
liquid as pomble. 

About a quarter of a pint of this beverage is 
ufually put into each cup. It has no perceptible 
effect upon thefe people~ who ufe it fo frequent
ly; but, on fome of ours, it operated like our 
fpirits, occafioning intoxication, or rather ftu
pefaction. 

The mourning ceremony being over, we left 
Mooa, and ret out on our retutn to the lhip.s. 
Rowing down the inlet, we met with two, canoes 
returning from filhing. Poulaho ordered them 
to approach him, and took from them every fifh 
and thell. He afterwards fropped two other ca
noes, fearched them, and found nothing. He 
gave us rome of the filh, and the refr were fold 
by his fervants on board the ihip. Proceeding 
down the inlet, we overtook a large failing canoe" 
when every perfon on board her [at down till we 
had paffed; even the man who freered, though 
he could not poffibly manage the helm, but in a 
ftanding pofrure. 

Having been informed, by Poulaho and others,. 
that there was fome good water at Onevy, a fmall 
ifiand, about a league off the mouth of the in
let; we landed ther;, in order to tafre it, but 
found it to be e~[remely brackiih·. This iOand is 
quite in a natural frate, and only frequented as a 

fifhing- • 
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iilhing-place; having nearly the fame produc
tions as Palmerfton's Wand. 

When we returned to the ibipJ Captain Cook 
was informed that every thing had been quiet 
during his abfence; not a fingIe theft having 
been commttted; of which Feenou, and Futta
faihe, the king's brother, who had undertaken 

the management of his countrymen in the Cap
tain's abfence, boafted .not a little. This evinces 
what power the chiefs have, when they are in
clined to execute it; which is not often to be ex
pected; for whatever was ftolen from us, Was ge
nerally conveyed to them. 

The next day, fix or eight of the natives af
(aulteq fome of our people who were fawing 
planks; in confequence of which they were 
fired on by the fentry; one of them was fuppofed 
.to be wounded, and three were taken. The lat
ter were confined till night, when they were pu
nifhed, and fet at liberty. After this their be
haviour was very decent and circumfpect; occa

:fioned, as we imagined, by the man being wound
ed: for, till this time, they had only heard of the 
tff'ect df fire-arms, but now they had felt it. We 
were not miftaken in our conjecture, for Mr. 
King, and Mr. Anderfon, in an excurfion they 
took into the country, m.et with the very man, 
~and found indubitable marks of his having been 
woqnded withOa mufket-ball. 

Nothini 
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Nothing worthy of notice happened at the £hips 
for two days; we £hall therefore fill up that in
tenta.l with an account of Mr. Anderfon's excur
fion, above-mentioned. On Monday the 30th 
of June, Mr. King, and he, accompanied Fut
tafaihe as vifitors to his haufe, which is not far 
from that of his brother Poulaho, at Mooa. Soon 
after they arrived, a largilh hog was killed, which 
was effected by repeated ihokes upon the head. 
The hair was then curiouOy fcraped off, with:"the 
fharp edge of pieces of fplit bamboo, and the en
trails taken out by the fame fimple iriftrument. 
Previous to this an oven had been prepared, 
which is a large hole dug ill the earth, the bot
tom of whicl.l is covered with flones, about the 
fize of a man's fi,ft, which are made red hot 
by kindling a fire over them; then they wrapt 
up fome ot thefe ftone~ in leaves of the bread
fruit tree, with which they filled the hog's belly j 
ftuffing in a quantity of leaves t9 prevent their 
falling out, and thrufting a_plug of the fame 
kind in the anus. This being done, the carcafe 
was placed upon fome fticks laid acrofs the ft~nes, 
and covered with plantain-leaves. The earth 
was afterwards dug up all round; and the oven 
being thus effectually elofed, the operation of 
baking required no farther aid. 

They afterwards amuf~d themfelves by walking 
about the country, but faw nothing remarkabk, 
except a fiatooka of about thirty.feet high. At a 

fmall 
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fmall diftance, there was a number of etooa

nees, on which were vaft quanti ties of Terllate bats, 

making a moft horrible noife. Not having their 
mu{kets, at this time, they could not kill any 
of them, but fame, taken at Annamooka, mea

fured almoft a yard, when the wings were ex
tended. 

O_n their return to Futtafaihe's houfe, the baked 
hog was produced, accompanied with fame 

cocoa-nuts, and feveral baikets of b~ked yams. 
The perfon who prepared the hog in the morn
ing, now· cut it up in a very mafl:erly manner, 
with a knife made of fplit bamboo. Though the 

weight of it was at 'leaH: fifty pounds, the whole 
was placed before them; when they took a fmall 
part, and defired the reft might be partaken of by 

the people fitting round. Futtafaihe could hardly 
be prevailed upon to eat a morfel. 

Dinner being ended, they went, with him, and 
his· attendants, towards the fpot where Poulaho's 
mournirlg-ceremony was performed. They faw 

nothing but a kind of continuation of the fam~ 

[olemn rites, by way of condolence. Upon en· 
quiring upon whofe account it was now tranf
acted, they were informed, that it was in me

mory of a chief who had long fince died at Va
vaoo; that they had praaifed jt ever lince, and 

[bonld contin~e to do W for a can fiderable length 
,{,time to come. 

Q.4 They 
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They were entertained, in the evening, with <l 

pig for fupper, drdfed like the hog, and, like 

that, acconipanied with yams and cocoa-nllts. 

When the fupper V.:15 over, a large quantity of 

cloth was brought for-them to Deep in; but they 

were di[turben in their repofe, by a fingular in

fiance of luxury, in which their men of confe

quence indulge themfelves; that of Gcing thulTlp

ed or beat while they :lre ;-,t}eep. Two women, 

who fat by futtafaihc, performed this operution, 

which they call looge too,;,;, by (hiking hi~ body 

and legs, with both fifh. ~iU he fell afleep, and, 

with fame intervals, continued it the whole night. 

The perfon being faft a!1eep, they abate a little 

,of the frrength and brinmefs of the beating ~ 

but, if they obferve any appearance of his awak-. 

ing, they refume it. In the morning they were 

informed) that F'uttafaihe's women relieved each 

other, and went alternately to fleer. Such. a 
practice as this, in any other country, would be 

fuppored to be deftructive of all reft; but here it. 

operates like an opiate, and ftrongly ihews what 
habit may effect. . . 

They fet out with Futtafaihe the next morn

ing, and walked to the point, down the eaft-fide 

of the bay. The country all along this fide ap

peared to be well cultivated, but not fo much 

inciofed as at l\.i.ooa. They fOl'nd~ that, in tra

yd!in::" Fuuafaihe exercifed a power, which 

i.~., : . .:.Q [I.e ?reat authority the- principal men are 

invefte4 



PACIFIC OCEAN. ~33 

~nvefted with. To one place, he rent for fifh; ancl 
to another, for yams; and his orders were as rea

~ily obeyed, as if he had been abfolute mafter of 
all the people's property. 

They cro!fed the bay, in the evening, to their 
ftation, in a canoe procured by Futtafaihe, by 
exercifing his authoriLY in calling to the firft that 
appeared; he had alfo. a large hog at this place, 
and wanted them to accept of a bundle of cloth; 
but, the boat being fmall, they objected; and 
he ordered it to be taken to them the next day. 

Thus ends Mr. Anderfon's account of his ex
~urfion. 

Captain Cook had prolonged his fray at thi~ 

Wand, on account of the approaching .eclipfe ~ 
but, on looking at the rnicrpmeter, (on the 2-d 

pf July) he found fome accident had· happened 
to it, and that it was rendered ufelefs, till re
paired; which could not be done before the time 
it was intended to be ufed. Vve therefore got 
on board, this day, all the cattle and other ani
mals, except thofe that were deftined to remain. 
The Captain defigned to have left a turkey-cock 
and hen, but two hens being deftroyed by acci
dent, and wifhing to carry the breed to Otaheite, 

he referved the only remaining pair for that 

purpofe. 
, We t~ok up our anchor t.e ·next day, and 
moved the fhips behind P~lJgimodooj to be' ready 
for the firft favourable wind to take us through 
1, I ' ", , 

the 
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the narrows. The king, who this day dined 
with us, took particular notice of the piates; 
which the Commodore obferving, made him an 
offer of one, either of pewter, or 'of earthen ware. 
He made chorce of the firfr, and mentioned the 
k,(;r~,l ufes to which he intended to apply it; 
two of which were [0 very extraordinary that 

they deferve to be related. 
Whenever he fnould vi fit any of the other 

iilands, he faid he would leave this plate behind 
him at Tongataboo, as his reprefentative, that 
the people might, in his abfence, pay it the ho
mage due to himfelf in perfon. On being afked, 
how he had l!fually been reprefented in "his ab
fence, before he was in poffeffion of this plate, 
he . informed us, that this fin gular honour had 
always been conferred on a wooden bowl, ill 
which he wafhed his hands. The other ufe to' 
which he meant to apply the plate inftead of the 
bowl, was to difcover a thief. When any thing 
had been ftolen, and the thief not deteCted, the 
people were aifembled before him, when he waih
ed his hands in this veifel. After this it wali 
cleaned, and every man advanced, and touched it 
with his hand, in the fame manner that they 
touch his foot wh~n they ofTer him obeifance. If 
touched by the guilty perfon, he dropped dowq 
dead immediatel)4.; and, if anyone refufed to 
touch it, fuch refufal was confidered as a fufficient 
proof ?f 4is g~ilt~ 
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In the morning of Saturday the 5th of J ulYI 
the day of the eclipfe, the w,eather was cloudy, 
with fome fhowers of rain. About nine o'clock, 
the fun broke out at finall intervals for about 
half an hour, but was totally obfcured juft be
fore the beginning of the eclipfe. The fun 
again appeared at intervals till about t-he middle 
of the eclipfe; but was feen no more during the 
remainder of the day, fo that we could not ob
[erve the end. This difappointment was the lefs 
to be lamented, as the longitude was fufficielltly 
determined by lunar obfervations. 

The eclipfe being over, we packed up the in
ftruments, and every thing was conveyed on 
board. None of the natives having taken any 
care of the three fheep allotted to MareewageeJ 

the Commodore ordered them to be carried back 
to the fhips. He was apprehenfive that, if they 
had been left there, they would probably be de
ftroyed by dogs. Thefe animals did not exift 
upon the ifiand in 1773, when the Commodore 
firft yifited it; but there is now a plenty of them; 
partly from the breed left by him, and partly 
from.fome imported from an iiland, called Feejee. 
At prefent, however, the dogs have not got intQ 
any of the Friendly IQands, except Tongataboo. 

Mr. Anderfon has given us the following de
fcription of this ifiand. Amfterdam, Tonga:. 
taboo, or Tonga (as it is fometimes called by 
the natives) is about twenty leag1Jes in circum-

ferenceo 
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ference, rather oblong, though broadeft at the 

caft-end, and its great eft length is from eaft to 
weft. The fouth-ihore is ftralght, confifting of 
coral-rocks of about eight or· ten feet high, ter
minating perpendicularly, except in fame few 
places, where there are fandy beaches. The weft
.end is about five or fix miles broad, and has a 
:£hare like that of the fouth-fide; but the north
fide is environed with 1hoals and i!1ands; and 
the eaft-fide is, man probably, like the fouth. 

This i{Jand may, with propriety, be called a 

Jow one; the only eminent part, to he obferved 
from a {hip, is the fouth-eaft poil'lt, though many 
~ently riling and declining grounds are pe,rceiv.,. 
,able by thofe who are on ihore. Though the 

general appearance of the country does not ex
hibit that beautiful kind of landfcape, produced 

by a variety of hills and valleys, rivulets, and 
bwns, yet it conveys an idea of the' moft exu..,. 
berant fertility. The furface, at a diftance, [eerns 
entirely cloathed with trees of various fizes: bu~ 
the tall cocoa-palms raife their tufted heads 
high above the reft, and are a noble ornament 
to:any country that produces them. The boogo~ 
which is a fpecies of the fig, is the largeft .fie:ed 
tree llpon the i{Jand; and the moft common 

bUL'1eS and fmall trees, on the uncultivated fpots, 
are the pandanus, the faitanoo, feveral forts. of 
hjbifcllS, and a few others. 

The. 
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The climate of Tongataboo, fi-om the filt'J.

tion towards the tropic, is more variable than in 

countries far within that line; though that might, 

perhaps, be occafioned by the feafon of the year, 

which was now the winter [olftice. The winds 

are generally from rome point between [outh and 

eaft. The wind) indeed, [ometimes veers to the 

north-eaft, or even north-weft, but never conti

nues long, nor blows ftrong frorn thence, though 

often accompanied by heavy rain, and clofe fuItry 

weather. 
The vegetable productions are never [0 much 

affected, re1pecting ,the foliage, as to ihed it all at 

once; but every leaf, as it falls, is fucceeded by 
another, which caures the appearance of univerfal 

fpring. 

A coral rock appears to be the blahs of the 

ifrand, that being the only fort that prefents itfdf 

on the fuore. There was not the appearance of 

any other ftone, except rome [mall blue peb~les 

about the jatookas, and the fmooth black [tone, 

of which the natives make their hatche[s; and 

thefe have, perhaps, been brought from other 

illands in the neighbourhood. Though, in many 

places, the coral projeCts above the [urface, the 

foil is, in moft parts, of a conGderable depth. 
In cultivated places, it is generally of a loole 

black colour, [eemingly produced by the rotten 

vegetables .. 
The 
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The principal of the cultIvated .fruits in this 
iOand, are plantains, of which they have fifteen 
varieties; the jambu, and the eeevee;. the latter 
being a kind of plum; and vaft quantities of 
fhaddocks, as often found in a natural £late as 
planted. 

Of yams there are two forts; one black, and 
fo large, as to weigh from twenty to thirty 
pounds; the other white and long, feldom ex
ceeding a pound in weight. There is a large 
root, called kappe; another like our white pota
toes, called mawluha; the tala, and the jeejee. 

They have vaft numbers of cocoa-nut-trees, and 
three other forts of palms. One is called beeoo, 
growing almoft as high as the cocoa-tree, and 
having very large leaves plaited like a fan. The: 
other is -a kind of cabbage-tree, much ref em
bling the cocoa, but rather thicker. A third 
fort is called ongo ongo; it feldom grows higher 
than five or fix feet. Plenty of excellent fugar
cane is cultivated here; alfo gourd~, bamboo, 
turmeric, and a fpeci.es of fig, called matte; but 
the catalogue of unculti vated plants is too large 
to be enumerated. 

There are no quadrupeds 
hogs, dogs, and a few rats. 
breed, are domefticated here. 

in this iOand, but 
Fowls of a large 

Among the birds, are parrots, and parroquets, 
cuckoos, king-fifhers, and a bird of the thrufh 
kind, of a dull green colour, which is the only 

7 finging-
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finging-bird we could find here; but it co m pen

fates, in a great degree, for the want of others~ 
by the force and melody of its voice. 

Among the other land-birds are rails about 
the fize a pigeon, of a variegated grey colour; 

a black fort with reddifh eyes; large violet coots, 
with red bald crowns; two forts of fly-catchers j 

a [mall fwallow; and three forts of pigeons. 

Of water-fowl, are the ducks feen at Anna~ 
mooka; tropic birds; blue and white herons; 
noddies; white terns; a new fpecies of a leaden 
colour; a fmall bluilh curlew; and a large fpot
ted plover. 

Among the animals of the reptile, or infect 
tribe, are fea-fnakes, (though often feen on 111 ore ) 

about three feet long, with alternate black and 

white circles; fome fcorpions, and centipedes; 
al[ogreen guanoes, about eighteen inches loog, 

and two [maIler forts.- Here are fome beautiful 
moths ancl butterflies, and fome very large fpi
ders; together with others, making, in the whole, 
about fifty different forts of infects. ' 

Though the fea abounds with fiIb, the variety 
is lefs than might be imagined: thofe in the 

greateft plenty are mullets, filver fiIb, old wives, 

parrot fifh, fales, leather j lckets, albicores, bonne
tos, eels like thofe about Palmerfton's I11and, rays, 
a fort of pike, ;;md fome devil fifh. 

There are an eodiefs variety of fhell fifh about 
the reefs and ihoalsj among which are the ham

mer 
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mer oyfler; a large indentated oyfler, and many 
others; but none ~f the common fort; a gigan
tic cockle; panamas; cones; pearl-fhell oyfters> 
&c. Alfo' feveral forts of fea-eggs; many curi
OllS fiar-fifh; crabs; cray-filh, &c. and fevera} 
forts of fponge. 

C H A P, IX. 

Strange Solemnity at Mooa, .called N atche, in Ho
Il0llr of the King's Son-Difcription of many ex
traordinary ProceJfions and Ceremonies during the 
firfl Day-Manner of Jupping and jpending' the 
Evening at the King's hozife-Difcription ()f the 

Jecond Day's Ceremony-Captailz Cook ventltres 
himjelf in the midfl of the AJJembly-His Reiep. 
tion there-Arri-val at Eooa-Some Account of 
that Jjland-Weigh Ancbor, and turn through 
the Channel. 

T HOUGH we were now ready to fail, we 

had not fualcient day-light to turn through 
the narrows; the morning flood falling out wo 
early, and the evening flood too late. We were 
therefore under a neceffity of waiting two or three 
days, unlefs we fhould be fortunate enough to 
have a leading wind. 

This 
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. This delay gave us an. opportunity to be pre .. 
rent at a publi.c folemnity, to which the king had 
i,nvited us, and which was to be performed on the 
8th: I;Ie and all the people of confequence re~ 
paired to Mooa 0,0 the 7th, where the folemnity 
was to be exhibited. Several of us followed 
them the next morning. Poulaho had informed 
us, 'that his fon was now to be initiated into cer
tain privileges; one of which was, that of eating 
with' his father j an honour he had not hitherto 
t:ojoyed. 

About eight o'clock in the morning we ar
rived at Mooa, where we found the king, with a. 
pumber of attendants fitting before him, within a 
fmall dirty enc1ofure. They were, as ufual, bu:
fied in preparing a bowl of ka'Ua. As thi~ was 
pot liquor (or us, we went to pay a vifit to fome 
of our friends, and to obferve what preparations 
were making for the ceremony, which was foon 
~xpetl:ed to begin . 
. About ten o'cloc~(,. the people afi"embled in a 

)arge area before the malaee, or great houfe. At 
Iheenp of a road, opeo.ing intQ this area, frood 
feveral men with fpearsand clubs, inceffantly. 
Ee'citing thOft fentences, in mournful accents, 
which conveyed an idea of diL.Iref~. . This was 
continued about an hour; during which· time, 
ina~y people came down the road,e~ch having 
a. Yilm 'tied to the'middle of a poJe, which they 
laid down before thofe who continued repeatjn~ 

Vo L. L-N 0 4. R the 
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tne (ententes. At iength, the fdhg and prince are 
lived, and- (eated themfdves upon the area; and 

we w,ere tequefte'd to fit down by them, to take' 
off our hats, and to untie our hair. The bbr
ers of die yams having :ill entered, eacb pole 

\vas taken up betw·een. two men, who carried it 
over their fhoulders. They afterwards formed 

ihemfelves into companies, of ten or twelve each, 
and marched acrofs the place, with a rapid pace, 
each company headed by a man who had a dul:) 

or [pear, and defended, on the right" by' feveral 
others, armed with different weapons. About 
two hundred and fifty perfons walked in the pro': 

ceffion, which was elored by' a man cirrting on a 
perch a living pigeon. -

. Omai w<rn ddired by Captain Cook to aik the 

chief ~here the yarns were to be carried, with f() 

rrlUch foIemnity; but he feemed unwilling td 
giVe us the information we required; fome or 
us, therefore, fo.11owed the proeeffi'on, feemibglj 

f.:ontrary to his inclination. 

They ftopped hefore a morai or fiaiooka of one 
houfe ftanding upon a mount, about a quarter of 
a mile from where they firft afTembied. Here 
they depofited the y~rtls,' and gathered them into 

bundles; but for what purpofe, we cd~id not pof. 

£bly leatn. Our prefefiteft'erning to give them 

offenee ot unel1i1nefs, We quitted them, and ie.;. 
turned to Pou)aho, \Vho advifed us to amulC 

ourfelves by walking about) as nothing would be 
done 
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d6ne: for a confidetable time. The fear of lofing 
the fight of any -part of -the ceremony, prevented 
our bei·ng long ·abfent. 'When we returned t(} 

the king, he defired Captain Cook to order the 
:OOat's crew' not to prefume to fiir (rom the boat, 
for every" thing would, very f900J be taboo; and 
if any'of out,people, or of their own, fhould be 
feen walki~ about, they would certainly be 

knocked dowt. with clubs; nay mateed, that is, 
killed. He alfo informed us, that we could not 
~e prefent at thec~emony; but that we fhould 
be placed in f\Jch a Ltuation, as to be able to fee 
every thing that paffea, Our drefs was particu
larly objected to, and \\e were told, that, to 
,qualify us to be prefent, "e mufr be naked as 

low as the breaft, and oor hats TUOa he taken off. 
And o\lr hair untied. Omai rt.,dily agreed to 
€onforrn [0 thefe reg uiGtes, anCl immediately 
began to ffrip; but other objections were then 

ftarted, and he was excluded equally with our-

Jelves. 
Not relifhing this refi:rittion, the Captain fl:ole 

our, to fee what might now be going forward. 
Very few people, however, were to be feen, ex

cept thefe whb Were dreffed to attend the cere
mony. fome havino- in their hands fmall poleS~ , 0 

ab'out (our feet in length~ to the under .rart of 

which were faftened two or thre~ other fmall fticks~ 
about fix inches long. There men were going 
't6wards the morai. Captain Cook took the fame 

R z road, 
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road," and was frequently flopped by them, aU 
crying out taboo. How~ver, he yentured to 'g<> 
forward till he came in fight of "the mor;lIi, and of 
the people fitting before it .. He was now {hong:
]y urged to go back, and, not knowing what 
might be the confequence of a refufal. he com" 
plied. He had" obferved,that chafe whp carried 
the poles, paffed" the morai i and gucding, from 
this circumftance, that fomething ,,.as tranfaCl:ing 
beyond it, he had fome thoughT.! of advancing~ 
by making a round" for: this purpofe; but he was 
fa narrowly obferved by thrf\! m"en, that he had 
no opportunity of put'tins his defign in execu
tion. In order to flub off thefe fellows, he re
turned to the malaee ,where he had par,ted from 
the king, and af.,rwards made an eldpement a 
fecond timp'; bli. he inftantlv met with the fame 
three men, wIv had doubtl~fs received inftruc
t~ons to watd him. He paid no attention to them, 
till he came within fight of the king's principal 

./iatooka or mor~i; before which a great number 
of people were fitting, being thofe whom he had 
ju~ hefore feen pars by the other morai~ from" 
,~v~lch, thi,s 'Y~s l?ut a lit~le diftant. Seeing that 
h!? could obferye. the proceedings ,of this.. com
pany from the king's plantation, he repaired thi
ther, ,accompanied by feveral of his people • 

. The .numbet of per[ons at the -jiatooka con~ 
tl~ued l~creafing for fome time, and at length 
thq quitted their fitting pofture, and marched 

off 
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,eft" in proceffion. They walked in pairs, every 

'pair carrying, between them, one of the fi1ull 
poles on ,their fhoulders. We were informed, 

that the fmall pieces of flicks, faftened to the 

poles, were yarns; it is therefore probable, that 
,they were meant to reprefent this root emblema

'tically. The hindmofl man of each couple placed 

one of his hands to the middle of the pole, as 

if it were not thong enough to carry the weight 

that hung to it, and under which they all feemed 
to bend, as they proceeded. This proceffion 

confifted of one hundred and eight pairs, and 

prinCipally men of rank. 

,';'Having feen them all pafs, we repaired to 
'Poulaho's houfe, and faw him going our. We 
were not permitted to follow him; but were im-
mediately conducted to the place allotted to us, 

behind a fence adjoining to the area of thefiatooka 
where the yams had bet:ndepofited in the morn
Ing. 

Arriving at our O:ation, we faw two or thre'e. 

-hundred people, fitting on the grafs, near the 

end of the ,road bpening into the area of the 

morai; and others were continually joining them. 
At length, arrived a few men, each carrying fame 
fmal1-poles a~d branches, or leaves of the cocoa~ 
nut tree. As foon as they appeared, an old mao 

feat.ed himfdf in the road, and pronounced a 
long oration in a ferious majeftic tone. ~-)e then 

retired~ and the others advancing to the middle 
R 3 of 
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,of the ~rea, beg~n to erett a [mall fued or hut; 

employing, for that purpofe, the rnat,eri~ls ill· 

ready mentioned. Their work being finifhed, 

they all fquatted down, for a moment, before it, 

the~ rofe up, and joined the reft of the company. 
Poulaho's fon arrived foon after, preceded by 
four or ~ve men. After :themappeared about 

twelve or fourteen women of the, firft r;l111~, .~d~ 

vancing !lowly in pairs,each pair carr.yr,og be· 
tween them a narrow piece of white cloth, _abPJJt 

two or three yards in length. They approa.cntd 
the princ~, fqyaued down before him, and wrap

ped [orne of the pieces of the cloth round his. 
body; they then rofe up, and retired in the fame 

order, to forne diftance on his left, where they. 
feated themfdve.s. Poulaho now made his ap

pearance, preceded by four men, walking two 

and two abreaft, and fat do""n on his fon's left 

hand, at a fmall diftance from him. The young 

prince then quitted his fidt pofition, and feated 
'" himfelf under the fued, with his attendants; 

many others placed themfdves on the gra[s be .. 
fore this royal canopy. The prince (at facing 

the people, with his hack to the mortli. Thr.e.e
companies, oLabout ten or a dozen men in each, 

ihrted up from among the crowd, foon afcer 

each other, and, running haftily to the oppofite 

fide, fat down for a few feconds; and theA re

turned, in the fame manner, to their former fta

tions. To them fucceeded two men, each hav-
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ipg a f,n~lI we~.!l branch~,n his hand, who ro[e 

~~,d '~dya!lc:ed ~owards the prince, fittingdowo" 
(or a few, (econqs, ~hree differFnt times, as ther 
3Ppr~ached j and retired in t~e f~me maoner, in
e1ining fheir branches to e,!-ch other ~ they fat. 
f,..fter~ards ,two others repeated the fame cere:
mon.y. 

The grand proceffion, which march.ed frol}:' the 
oth(:r morai, now began to come, in. As they 

c:nt~red the area, they proceeded to the right of 
the filed, and, hiving proftrated themfelves on 
the grafs, depofited their pretended heavy bur ... 
thens (the poles), and faced round to the prince.
They then rofe up, and retired in the fame or
der, clofing their hands with the moft.. ferious af
pe6l:, and feated themfelves along the front of 
the area. While this numerous band were en .. 
tering, anddepofiting their poles, three men, 
who [<It with the prince, continued pronouncing 

'ftparate fentences, in a mournful fllelan.choly 
tone. 

A prof'ound fiJence the·n enfued for 3 ·{hart time~ 
after which a man who fat in the fl:ont of the 
area, began a kind of oration, during which, a.t 

feveral different times, he broke one of the poles 
which had been brought in. Having conduded 
his oratipn, the people~ fitting before. the 1hed,. 
feparated tQ mak~ a lane, • through which the 
ptince and his attendants pa«ed~ and the ajfem .. 
bly c.1ofed. 

R4 
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Satisfied with what they had already feen, fame' 
of our party now returned to [he fhips; but Cap
tain Co::>k, and fame more of the officers, re
mained at Mooa, to fee the conclufion of the fo
lemnity, which was not to be till the day (allow
ing. The fmall poles, which had been brought 
by thofe who walked in proceffion, being left on 
the ground, after the crowd had difperfed, the 
Commodore examined them, and found thar, to 
the middle of each, two or three fmall fticks 
were ti~d, as has been related. They were pro~ 
bably intended as only artificial reprefentations of 
fmall ya~. 

Our fupper, confifring of fifh and yams, was 
got ready about feven o'clock. The king fup
ped with us, and drank fa freely of brandy and 
water, tbat he retired to bed with a fufficient dofe. 
Y'! e continued the whole night in the fame hou(e 
with him and his attendants. 

All, except Poulaho himfelf, rofe at day-break; 
[;Jon after which, a woman, one of "thofe who 
generally attended upon the chief, came in, and, 
fitting down by him, immediately began the fam~ 
Qperation which had been praB:ifed upon Futta .. 
faihe, tapping or beating gently, with her clinch .. 
tId fiits, ~n his thighs. This, infiead of adding 
~o his repofe, had the contrary effett",' and he 
~oke. • 

Captain Cook and Omai now paid a vifie to 

the prince, who had parted from us early the 

pre .. 
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preceding evening; for he did not lodge with 
the king, but in apartments of his own, at fame 

difiance from his father's houfe. We found him' 
with a circle of boys, about his own age, fitting 
before him; and an old man and woman. There 
wera others, of bOth [exes, employed about their 
rieceffary affairs, who, probably, belonged to his 
houfho!d. 

We then returned to the king, who had a 
crowded levee before him, confining principally 
of old men. While a bowl of kava was pre
paring, a baked hog and yams, fmoking hot, 
were introduced; the greateft part of which fell 
to our £hare, for there people, efpecially the kava 
drinkers, eat very little in a morning. 

We afterwards walked our, and vifited fc:veral 
other chiefs; all of whom were taking their 
morning draught, or they had already taken it. 
Returning to the king, we fuund him afieep in 
a retired hur, with two women tapping or ftrik
ing on 'his breech. About eleven o'clock he 
arofe again, and ate fame fifh and yams, and 
again lay down to fieep. We now left him, and 
waited on the prince, With a prefent of cloth, 

. beads, and other arti~les. There was a fufficient 
quantity of cloth lO make him a <;omplete [uit, 
and he was immediately clad in his new habili
meihs. Proud of his drefs, he firft went co ex
hibit himfdf to his father, and then cor-dutted 
Captain Cook to his mother, wirll whom were 

about. 
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~bo~t a dozenorher women of a very rerp~aa~l~ 

llPpearanc.e. Here the prince cha(lged his !JP
parel, and m~e Captain Cook a pre[ffit c?f t!NO 

pieces of the cloth which had been Ip.~nuf~Cl:ureq. 
l,n the inand • 

. It was now about noon, when, by appoint. 
ment, the Captain repaired to the palace to din, 
ner; which was foon after ferved up, and cq.n~ 
fifl;edof two pigs and fome yams. The dr9)Vfy 
monarch was r9uz~d to partake of what he had 
appoin~ed for our entertainment. Two m,ul~et~~ 
;md fome iliell-fifh, were introduced1 ~s if in
tended for his fepara,te ponion. But he added it 
to our fare, [<it down with us, ,and made a very 
hearty meal. 

Dinner being oyer, we were informeg !h.at the 
cer:emony would foon begin, :fn~ . 'fere ftritt-I}\' 
efljo.ined not to venture our. The Commodore 
had refolved, ,however, to peep no longer from 
behind the c,urtaiD, b\,lt, if poffibl.e, to mi~ witll 
the aCtors themfeLves. With tbis yieW he walk~ 
eel towards the morai, the [eep· qf t;he (qle,mAi.ty, 
He was frequentJ,y defiredto r~tur,n, but he pai:d 
no regard, to the adnlonitions he {eceived, and 

was permitted to patS on. When arriv,ed /It the 
mortzi, he faw a numb.er of m.en fealed on the 
fide of the area. A few were alfo fitting Dn th~ 
oppofit~ fide, and two men in the middle, with 
their faces turned to the mora;. When Captarn 

Cook hOld gv into. the midft of the iirft Jcqm ... 

pany~ 
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palJY, he wa~ de1jred to fit down, which 11€ ac:" 
cQrdingly did. Where he fat, ther,e were lying 
~ number offm,all bundles, comppfe,d of cocoa:
n1.lt leaves, and (a(t,ef\eq to !ticks Il1~d,e into the 
(orm of hand·barrows. All the information hel r ,. , . ' - " 

could get concerniQg .them was, thac they were 

14/JOQ. From rime ro tirne, on,e or another of , 
the company turned to thofe who were coming 
to j~ill us, and made a iliort fpeech, in which 
we r~marked, that t}1e word arekce (king) was' 

generally mentioned. Something W\iS f\tid by 
one m;ln .that produced loud burfts of laughter, 

{rarnall ar,ound; others, qf the fpeakers, were' 
alfo much applau,ded. The Captain wa.s fre
qt)emJ y c;lefired to leave the place; but at length, 

finding him determined to fray, they requefted him 
to uncover his fho.uJ~ers as theirs were. This 
he readily complied with, and then they no longe, 

fumed uneafy at his prefence. 

The prim:r" the women, al1d the king, at 
~gth appeared, as they haj done tlhe preceding 
flay. The prince -heing placed under the fn,ed" 
two men,. each with a: pie€e of mat, came, re
peatill-Z fometbing in a ve~y ferious ftrain, and 
pU,t -them about him. The people now began 
their .operations, and different companies ran 

backward and forward aCTofs. the area, as in the 
former: day. Prefently af[erwards" the two men~ 
in the mi<,id1e of the area, made a ilion fpeech> 
and then the whole company rofe up and placed 

th~m .. 
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tht'mfelves before the lhed in which the princ~, 
and three or four men, were feated. On~ of the 
company, who feemed very deCirotls of obliging 
Captain Cook, procuff'd him fuch a fituation, that 
jf he could have made ufe of his eyes, nothing 
could have efcaped him. But it was neceffary 
to have a demure countenance 'and downcaft 

looks. 

The proceffion foon after arrived, as on the 
preceding day; a pole, with a cocoa-nut leaf 
plaited round the middle of it, being carried 011 

the !houlders of every two perrons. Thefe were 
depofited with the fame ceremonies as all the 
day before. After this fucceeded another pro
cemon, compofed of men who brought baikecs;, 
made of palm-leaves, fuch as are generally ufed 
by this people to carry provifions in. A third 
proceffion followed, in which a variety of fmall 
fiili, each placed at the end of a forked frick, 
were brought. An old man, who fat on .the 
prince's right-hand, without the !hed, received 
the balkers; each. of which he kept in his hand, 
making a !hart fpeech or prayer; then laying 
that afide, he called for another, repeating the 
fame kind of prayer; he proceeded in this manner 
till he had gone through the whole number of 
ba~ets. TWQ men, who, till this time, had in 
their hands green branches, and were feated on 
the lefr, received the fiib one by one) as they 
were prefented to them on the forked fticks. The 

I 

fira 
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firft filli they laid ~own on their right, and the 
fecond on their left. The third being prefented, 
a fioutilli man, who was feated behind the other 
two, endeavoured to feize it, as did al[o the other 
two at the fame time. Thus every fiib was con
,te[lded for; but the man behind, on account of 
his difadvantageous fituation, got only pieces; 
for he never quitted his hold till the fiih was torn 
out of his pando What the others got, were 
laid on the right and left. At laft the perfon 
behind got po1feffion of a whole fifh, the other 
two not even touching it. Upon this, the word 
mel'l'eeai', (very good) was pronounced in a low 
voice throughout the whole crowd. It appeared, 
that' he had now done all that was expeaed from 
him; for he did not contend for the other filli. 
Theper[ons who brought in thefe baikets and 
lilli, delivered them fitting; and in the fame 
manner, the poles, carried in the firft procemon, 
had been placed upon the ground. At the clofe 
of the laft proeemon, there was fome' fpeaking 
or praying by different perfons. Then, on a fig
nal being given, we all rofe up, Jan feveral paces, 
and fat down, with our backs to the prince. The 
'Commodore was reguefted not to look behind 
him; but he was' not, difcouraged, by this in
junCl:ion, from facing about. The prince had 
now turned his face to the morai, and from that 
moment he was '. admitted to the honoul' of 
eating' ""ith his father; and a piece of roatt-

cd 
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ed yam was prerented to each of them (or that 
purpore. 

Soon aftet, we all turned about, forming it kind 
of femiocircle before the prince, and leaving an 
open fpace between us. Prefently fome men ad;. 
vanced wwarOds us, two and two, bearing large 

poles upon their fhoulders, waving their hands as 
they proceeded, and making a noire like fing

ing. When they came near US, they made a 

fhewof walking quick, without advancing a fin

gle ftoep. Several men, armed with large fHcks, 
immediately ftarted from the crowd, and ran to

wards the new vifttors, but they inftantly made, 

off, having thrown down the poles from their 
fhoulders. The others att~cked the poles, and 
having beat them moll: unmercifully, returned to 

their places. The former, as they ran off; gave 
the challenge uled here in wreftling; and, in a 

iliorc time, fome Illfl:y fellows came from tht 
fame quaner, repeating the challenge as thC!y 
approached. There were refifl:ed by a comparry; 

who arrived at that inffant from the oppofite fide. 

Both parties; however, returned co their OWA. 

t}uarter, afrer ~laving paraded about the area fot 
fome minutes. Aflerwards, for [he: fpace of half 
an hour, wreftling and boxing-matches fucceed .. 

ed. Sp<!eches were then delivered by two men. 

who feated themfelves before the prince, with 

which the rolemnity ended, and the whole af
fembly broke up. 

In 
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In vain did we endeavour to find out the pur
port of the fdlemhity, called Natche. All the 
iirifwer ,we received to our enquiries, was taboo; 
which~ as has b~en already obferved, is applied 
fo many things. There was a myfierious folem~ 
iliiy in the \vhole tranfaction; and (rpm the' 
manner of pe/form ing it, as well as the place 
where it was petft?rmed, it was evident, that there 
was a mixture of religion in the inftitudon. 
Upon no occafion had they regarded our dre[s 
and deportment; but now it was required, that 
our hair ihould flow about our .ihoulders; that 
we fhould be uncovered to the waifl; fit c'rofs~ 

legged; and have our hands locked together. It 
Ihould be obferved alfo, that none but the chief 
people, a:ndthofe who were concerned in the ce
remony, were admitted to affifi: in the cele
bration o( it. All thefe circumftances evidently 
pointed Qut that they [uppofed themfelves aCting 
under the tnfpeCtion of a Supreme Being, upon 
this occafion. 

From the above account of the prefent naiche, 
It;nay be confidered as merely figurative. The 
few yams which were feen the firft day, could not: 
be meant as a general contribution; and it' was 
lntiffi-ated· to us, that they were a portion £onft:
crated to the Q'toba, or Divinity. 

We were, however, inform~d that, in the fpace 
of three months, there wouid be reprefented a 
more important folemnity; on which occafion, 

the 
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the tribute of Tongataboo, Hapaee~ Vavaoo, and 
all the other iOands, would be brDt,lght· to the 
chief, and more awfully confirmed, by ,facri
ficing ten human victims from amongLt the peo

ple. A horrid folemnity indeed! On our en

quiring into the occafion of fo barbarous a prac

tice, we were informed, that it was a neceffary 
part of the N atche; and that~ if omitted,d the 

Deity wDuld defiroy their king. 

Th~ day was far fpent, before the breaking up 
.of the affembly; and as we were at fome diftance 

from the fhips, we were impatient tD fet out from. 
Mooa. Taking leave of Poulaho, he preffed us 
earneftly to fray till the next day, in .order to be 
prefent at a funeral ceremony. The wife .of 
Mareewagee, his mother-in-law, had lately died; 
and, on account of the N atche~ her cO,rps had 
been carried on board a canoe in the lagoon. 
Poulaho told Captain Cook,. that w hen he had 
paid the la~ cffices to her, he would attend hill) 
to Eooa; but if he did not chufe to wait, that he 
wpuld follow him thither. He would gladly have 
feen this ceremony, had not the tide been now 
favourable. The wind too, which had been very 
boifterous, was now rmoderate and fettIed. .Be
fides, we were informed that the fun~ral cere
monies would continue five days, which, as the 
fhips lay in fuch a fituation, that we could not 
get to fea at pleafure, was too long a time to fray. 
Th~ Captain, however, affurc:d the king, that i'f 

he 
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he did not immediately fail, he would vi(ie him 
'gain the next day. Whereupon we aJllOok le;lYe 

of him, and arrived at our fhips about ejght 
o'clock in the evening. 

·While the Commodore was attend inc.- the 
o 

natcbe; at Meoa, he ordered the harfes, bull, and 
other cattle, to be brought thither, thinking 
they would be farer there, than at a place that 
would be, in a great meafure, deferted, the mo
ment after our departure. Btudes, we had left 
with our friends trere, a young Englifh boar, and 
three young Englifh rows. They were e.)(ceed
i[lgly clefirous of them, naturally fuppoGng that 
they would greatly improve lheir own bretd, which 
is but fmall. Feenou alfo got two rabbits from 
us, a buck and a doe, from which young ones 

·were produced before we failed. If the cattie 
fucceed, the acquifition to there Wands will be 
great; and as- Tongataboo is a fine level country, 

the hor[es will be extremeJy u[dul. 

We weighed anchor on the loth, about eight 
o'clock in the morning, and, with a fceady gale, 

turned through the channel, between the fmall 
iUes called Makkahaa and Monooafai. The 
flood, at firft, fet fhong in our favour, till lead· 
iog up to the lagoon, where the eatlward flood 

meets that from the welt. I This, with the in
draught of the lagoon, and of the ihoals before 

it, occafions thong riplings and whirlpools. Be
fides thefe difadvantagts, the depth of the chan-

VOL. I.-N° 5. S nel 
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nel exceeds the lenath of a cable; confequently' o 
there can be no anchorage. except clofe to the 
rocks, in forty and forty-five fathoms water, 

where a 1hip would be expo[ed to the whidpools .. 

The Captain, therefore, abandoned the defign he 
had formed of coming to an anchor, when we 
were through the narrows, and afterwards of mak
jnO' an excurIion to fee the funeral. He rather o 

chofe to be 'abfent from that ceremony, than to 
leave thefh;ps in fo dangerous a fituation. We 
plied to windward, between the two tides, till it 

w"s near high water, without either ga-ining or , \ 

iofing an inch~ when we fuddenly got into 1!h'e in-

fluence of the eaftern tide, where we expected the 
ebb to run {hong to the eaftward in our favour. 

It pr.oved, however, very inconfiderable. Con
vinced that we could not get to fea before it was 

dark, we anchored under the fuore of Tongataboo, 

in forty-five fathoms water. The Difcovery drop
ped anchor under our ftern; but drove off the 
bank before the anchor took hold, and did no~ 
recover it till about midnight. 

After remaining in this fration till eleven o'clock 
the next day, we weighc;d, and plied to the eaft. 

ward. At ten o'clock at night we weathered the 
eaft end of the inand, and ftretched away for Mid
dleburg, or Eooa (as the inhabitants calnt) where 
we anchored, about eight [-he next mornina in 

0' 

forty fathoms water j being nearly the fame place' 

where' 
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\tliere the Captain took his ftation in 1773, when 
he named it Englifo Road. 

As foon as we had anchored, Taoofa the chier~ 
and ftveral of the natives, viLited us on board; 
a'nd reemed rejoiced at our arrivaL This Taoofa 

had been Captain Cook's 'J'a)'o when he was here 
inl 77 3, and therefore they \vere not flrangers to 

t'll-ch other; The Captain accompanied him on 
fnore in ·fearch of frefh. water, the procuring of 
which was the chief object th:lt brought him to 

;Eooa. He had heard at Tongataboo of a ftream 

here, which ran from the hills into the rea; but 

this was nct the cafe at prefent. He was c:;n~ 
dutl.-ed to a brackiih fF:ring, among rocks, l'e
tween lew and high water mark. vVhen they 
perceived that we cid not approve of {his, we 'Nere 

fuewn a little way into the iOand; where, in a 
deep chafm, we found (ome excellent w:;t,.'r; 

.which, though attended with fome trouble, migh:: 
be conveyed to the fuore, by means 0(\1' [pouts cr 
trougps, that might be provided for d"Ut [JeFpa l·.'. : 

but rather than undertake that tedious tafk, the 
Captai~ contented himfelf with the f:jFply the 

fuips had received at Tongataboo. 
~efore he returned on board, he ~-'c~an a traffic 

for hogs and yams. Of the forrt~er, we could 

not.procure many; but of the latter, plenty. At 
"this ifland we landed the ram and t'.VQ ewes, of 
.the Cape Qf Cood Hope breed, and committed 

I them ~o the care of Taoof.l) who fc:::;;,~11~d delighted 
S z with 
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With his charge. It waS', perhaps, a fortunate 

circumfiance that Mareewagee, to whom they had 
been given, as before related, flighted the pr6-
fent: as Eooa had no dogs upon it at prefent, it 

feemed to be a fitter 'place for the rearing of 

fheep than Tong:ltaboo. 
'While we were lying at anchor, this iOand had 

a. very different afpeCt from any that we had lately 
feeo, and formed a mofi pleafing landfcape. Ir 
is the higheil: of any we had feen fince we had 
lefe New-Zealand, and from its top, which ap
pears to be almoft fiat, declines gradually towards 
,he [ea. The other iOes, which form this cIufter, 

being level, the eye cannot difcover any thing 
except the trees that cover them; but here the· 
land, rifing gently upwards, prefents an extenfive 
profpeCt, where groves of_ trees, in beautiful dif
order, are interfperftd at irregulardiftances. Near 

the iliore, it is quite fhaded with a ~riety of 
trees, among which are ereCted the habitations of 
the natives; and to the right of where we were 
ftationed, was one of the moft extenfive gr?ves of 
cocoa-palms that we had ever feen. 

In the ;:(ternoon of the 13th, a party of. us af
cended the higheft part of the iOand, a little to 
the right of our iliips, to have a perfect: view of 
the country. HavinO' advanced about half way • b 

up, we crolTed a deep valley, the bottom and fides 
d whicn were clothed with trees. We found 

i'lenty of coral till we approached the fummies of 

the 
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.the higheft hills; the foil near the top i~) in ge

.neral, a reddifu clay; which, in many places, is 

;very deep. On .the moft elevated part of the 

Wand we faw a round platform, fupported by a 
wall of coral ftones. Our condu]:, Jrs inforrntd us, 
that this mount had been raifed by the direCtion 
of their chief; and that they met there, OCC2.G

onally, to drink kava. They called it Etrhee; 

by which name an ereCtion was -difringuifhed 

·which we had [een ac Tongataboo. Ar;1 fmdl 
diftance from it was a ipring of mofl: excellent 
.w.ater; and, about a mile lower down, a fiream, 
which, we were told, ran into the fca when the 
rains were copious. We alfo difcoverd water in 

feveral [mall holes; and fuppoled that plenty 

;might be found by digging. 

From' this elevation we had a complete view of 
the whole ifiand, except a fmall part to the fouth. 
'The fouth-eaft fide, from which the hills we were 

now upon are not far difl:anr, rifes with gre.1t in

equalities, immediately from the fea; fa that the 

plains and meadows lie all on the north-weft fide; 

which being adorned with curfrs of trees, inter
mixed wirh plantations, form a mofl: delightful 

landfcape in every point of view. V?hile Captaifl 
Cook was furveying this enchanting profpeCt, he 
'enjoyed the pleafing idea, that rome future navi
gators might, from the r.ln~' eminence, behold 
·thefe meadows flocked vvith cattle, brought by the 

iliips of England; and that. the co:npletion of this 
S 3 fi:;;:e 
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fingle benevolent purpofe, exc1ufive of all other 

conliderations, would fufficiently prove that our 

voyages had !1ot been ufe1efs. We found, on this 

height, befides the plants common on the neigh

bouring iOes, a fpecies of acroflic'ttm, melaflomt'l~ 

and fern-tree. 

All, or moft of the land on this iOand, we were 

told, belonged to the chiefs of Tongataboo; 

the inhabitants being only tenants, or vaffals, to 

them. This feemed, indeed, to be the cafe at 

all the neighbouring iOes, except Apnamooka, 

where fome of the chiefs [eemed to afr with fome 

kind of independence. Omai, who was much 

efteemed by Feenou, and many others, was tempted 

with the offer of being appointed a chief of this 

iOand, if he would continue among them; and 

he feemed inclinable to have accepted the offer, 

had he not been advifed to the contrary by Cap:

tain Cook: though not becaufe· he thought he 
would do better for himfelf in his native ine. 

Returning from our country excurfion, we hear9. 
that a party of the natives, in the quarter where 

our peopl::: traded, had ftruck one of their own 

people with a club, which fraCtured his ikull; and 
afterwards broke his thigh with the fame inftru

memo No (lgns of life were remaining, when h~ 
was carried to a neighbouring houfe, but, in a 
1110rt time, he recovered a little. On our de

firing to know the reafon of fuch feveriry, we 

':. cr:: informe:d, that he had been difcovered in an 
inde-
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indelicate fituatioll with a woman who was taboo'd. 

we foon underftood, however, that !he was no 
otherwife tabo()'d than by belonging to another 
perf on , who wa~ fuperior in rank to her gallant. 
We difcovered from this circumltance, how [here 

people punifh fuch infidelities. But the female 

finner, as we were informed, has a mllch milckr 
puniOlment for her mifdemeanour, and only re
ceive$ a remonftrance and a very flight beating. 

Captain C,ook, the next morning, plaml:u a 

pine-apple, and fowed the feeds of rr:e-!ons~-and 
other articles, in the chief's plantation. He had 

reafon, indeed, to fuppofe, that his endeavours of 
this kind would not be fruitlefs; for I a diih of 
turnips was, this day, ferved up at his dinner, 

which was the produce of th~ feeds he had left 

here in ! 77 3. 
The Captain having fixed upon the 15th for 

failing, Taoota pre/fed him to ftay a littk longer, 
in order to receive a prefent which he had pre- < 

pared for him. His entreaties, together with the 

daily expectation of receiving a vifit from fome 
of his friends at Tongataboo, induced him to 

defer his departure. The next day he received 
from the chief the prefent; confifl:ing of two little 
heaps of yams, and a quantity of fruit, which 

.feemed to be collected as at the other iDes. On 

this occafiol1 the greatell part of the inhabitants 

of the ifland had aifembled; and, as we had many 
times experienced on fuch numerous meetings 

S 4 among 
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among their n~ighbouring iOariders, gave us no 

frnal! trouble to prevent their pilfering. Cud~ 

fellIng, wrdtling, and bo~ing, were exhibited 

for our entertainment; and in the latter, comba~ 

{ants, -of both fexes, engaged. The diverfions 

were i,ntended to have been finifued with the 

bomai, or night-dance; but an accident happened 

that' either pu t a total flop to it, or, at lean:, pre~ 

vented our fraying on fuore to fee it. One. of our 
_people was furrounded by twenty or thirty of the 

nati,'es, fame of whom knocked him down, (hip
ped him, and carried off all his clothes. Hearing 

cf this, the Commodore feized two canoes, and 

a 'large hog; and inGfted on the chief's' not only 

caufiog the apparel to be refl:ored, but alfo on the 

offenders being delivered up to him. Taoofa 

feemed greatly concerned at w hat had happened, 

and took the neceifary fteps to fatisfy him. The 

people who were affembled were [0 !ia,rmed at this 

affair, that moft of them immediately Bed'. How

ever, when they were informed that the Captain 

meant to take no other meafures to revenge the 

infult, they returr-:ed. One of the delinquent~ 

was foon delivered up to him, and a ihirt and a 

pair of trowfers reftored. The remainder of the 

ftolen goods not coming in befote the evening, 

the commodore was obliged to lea~~, them, in 
order to go aboard; the f~a running fo high, that 

it was extremely difficult fo~ the boats to get out 

of the creek even with day-light; and would be 

att~~d~4 
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attended' 'with m':l h more danger in the dark. 
He came afhoreagain the next morning, bringing 
:with him a prefent for Taoofa, in return for what 

he had received from him. Being early, there 

were but fctw people at the l:nding-place, and 
even thofe f€w not without their fears and appre
,henfions; but on the Captain's deiiring Omai to 
affure them, that we did not mean to injure 

them; and having reftored the canoes, and re
leafed the offender, who had been delivered up to 
him, they re[umed their u[ual chearfulnefs,. and 

a large, circle was prefently formed, in which the 
chief and the principal men of the Wand took 

their refpeCl:ive places. 

The remainder of the clothes were at length 

brought in, but, having been torn off the man·s 
-hack by pieces, they were not thought worth 
carrying on board. Taoofa fhared the pre[ent 

he had received, with three or four other-chiefs, 
refervit:Ig a fmall part only for himfelf. This 

donati.on fo far exceeded their expeCtation, that 

a venerabl~old chief told the Captain, they were 
not deferving of ie, conJidering how little he had 
received from 'them, and the iII treatment one 
pf his people had met with. Captain Cook con
tinued with them, till they had emptied their 
bowl of kava; and then, after paying for the hog, 

which he had take~ the day befor~, returned on 
board, in compalJY with Taoofa, and one of Pou

Jilho's f~~vants, by whom he fent a piece of bar 
iron, 
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i1"on, as a parting mark of his efteem for that: 
chief, that being as valuable a prefent as any he 

~ould poffibly make. 
We weighed foon after, a,nd with a light breeze 

at fouth-eaft, ftood out to fea, when Taoofa6' 
and fome other nati yes, left us. We found, on 

l1eaving up the anchor, that the cable had been 

much injured by the rockS'. Befides this, we ex
perienced, that a moll: aftonifhing fwell rolls in 
there from the fouth-weft. Prefently we obferv
ed a failing canoe entering the creek before which 
we had anchored our fhips. A few hours after, 
a {mall canoe, conducted by four men, came off 
to us: for, having but very little wind, we were 
frill at no confiderable diftance from the land. 
We were informed, by thefe men, that the failin~ 
canoe, which we had feen arrive, had brought di
rections to the people of Eooa, to furnilh us with 
hogs; and that the king, and other chiefs, would 
be wich us in the fpace of two or three days. 
They requefted, therefore, that we would re
turn to our former fiation. There was no rea
fon to doubt the truth of this information; but, 
being now clear of the land, it was not a fuffi
cient inducement to bring' us back; efpecially, 
as we had, already, a fufficient ftock of frefh pro
vifions to 1aft us in our paLfage to Otaheite. Be-. 
~des Taoofa's prefent, we received a large quan. 

tlty of yams at Eooa, in exchange for nails, &c. 
and added (onliderably to our fupply of hogs. 

Finding 
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Finding that we would not return, thefe people 
left us in the evening, as did fame others, who 
had come off in two canoes, with cocoa-nuts 
and fhaddocks, to parter for what they could 
get; their eagernefs to poffefs more of our com",. 
modi ties, inducing them to follow us out to fea, 

and to continue their intercourfe with us even tQ 

the laft moment. 

C I:I A .P. X. 

,flui! tbe Friendly Jjtands witb Regret-rime not 
mijemployed in vijiJing tbe Friendly 1jlands-Va-
riety of RefreJhments to be procured there-Num
ber of ljlands, mlwng which arfJ Kepple's and 
BqJcawen's lflands-Account of Vavaoo, Ha;. 
,moa, and Feejce-Method of calculating DiflaT4ces 
bJ 'Iime-Omai incapable of giving exat/ Infor
mation-Perjons of the Inhabitants difcribed-
1heir ~ifeaJes-Charat/er-Manner of weari1:ig 
the Hair in both Sexes-Of punt/uring and paint
il1g their B.o~fes-'Iheir Habits-Ornaments, &c. 

'WE have now taken leave of the Friendly 
. Iflands" and their inhabitants, after a cor
dial intercourfe with the latter for between two 

~p.d thr~e months. ~ome differen~esJ indeGd, 
occafi-



~63 A V 0 Y A G:t: TOT HE 

occafional1y happened, on account of their natural 

propenfity to thieving, though toO frequently 

encouraged by the negtig~nce ;lnd inattentio/1 of 

our people. Thefe differences, however, were 

never attended with any fatal confequences; and 
few, belonging to our fi1ips, parted from their 
friends without· fome regret. The time we con~ 
tinued here was not thrown away; and as we, in 
a great meafure, fubfifled upon the produce of 
the iOands, we expended v.ery little of our fea 

provifions. We carried with us a fufficient quan

tity ot; refrefhments, to fupply \,lS till our arrival 

:It another ftation, where we could again recruit. 

The Commodore rejoiced at having had an op
portunity of ferving thelt: poor people, by leav
ing fome ufeful animals among them;. a~d that 
thofe intended for Otaheite, had acquired freih 

ftrength in the paftures of Tongataboo .. The 

advantages we received by touching here, were 

great, and they were received without retarding 

the profecution of our great object; the feafon 

for proceeding to the north being loft, before we 
formed the refolution of vifiting thefe iOands. 

Iron tools are the beft articles for traffic here. 

Axes, hatchets, nails of all fizes, knives, rafps, 
and files, are much d~rrianded. Red cloth, white 

and coloured linen, looking-glaifes a~d beads, 

are alfo in great efiimation; but, of the latter, 
thofe which are blue are preferred to ail others, 
'efpecially the white ones. A hog might, at any 

time, 
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time, .be purchafed) by a fhing of large blue 
beads; it Ihould, neverthelefs) be obferved, that 

~rticles, merely ornamental, may be highly ef
teemed at one time, and difregarded at another. 
On our firft arrival at Annamooka, the people 
were unwilling to take them in exchange for 
fruit; but, when Feenou arrived, his approbation 

of them brought them into vogue, and ftamped 
them with the value above-mentioned. 

In return for the commodities juft enumerated, 
all the refrefhments that the iilands produce may 

be procured. The yams, produced by the Friendly 
lilands, are excellent, -and, when grown to per

fection, preferve well at fea: but their pork~ 

plantains, and bread-fruit, are inferior' in quality 
to the fame articles at Otaheitc. 

I Good water is fcarce in thefe iilands. It may 
be found, indeed, in all of them, but not to 

ferve the purpofes of navigators; for either the 
fituations are too inconvenient, or the quantities 
too inconfiderable. Whilft we lay at anchor 
under Kotoo, we were informed, that there was 

a ftream of water at Kao, which ran from the 
mountains into the rea, on the fouth-wefl: fide of 
the iiland. Tbis intelligence may probably de~ 
{erve the attention of future navigators. 

We mull: include, under the denom~nation of < 

Friendly IOands, not only the group at Hapaee, 

hut alfo thofe whi~h have been difcovered to the 
north, nearly under the fame meridian) a.s well as 

forne 
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{orne others tInder the dominion of Tongatabcio; 

which is the capital, and feat of government. 
From the beft information we could receive, 

this archipelago is very extenfive. One of the 
.natives enumerated one hundred and fifty iflands: 

,and Mr. Anderfon procured all their names. Sixty
one of them are marked upon our chart of the 
Friendly Hlands, and upon the fke:ch of the har.; 
bour of Tongataboo. Keppel's and Bofcawen's 

Inands, two of Captain Wallis's difcoveries in 
17,65, are doubtlefs comprehended in ·Mr. An~ 
def[on's lift. 

But the moll: confiderable iOancls that we heard 
of in this neighbourhood, are Hamoa, Vavaoo; 

and Feejee; each of which is larger than Ton

gataboo; but it does not appear that any EurO'.; 
pean has ever yet feen anyone of them. 

Bamoa lies two days fail north-wen: from Va
vaoo. It is faid to be the largeft of all their 

Wands; affords harbours and good water, and 

produces, in abundance, ail the articles of re
frelhment that are found at the places we vitlted. 
Poulaho frequently refides upon this ifiand; and 
the people here are in high efrimation at Ton.; 
gataboo. 

Feejee lies in the direCtion of north-weft by 
wert, about three days fail from Tongataboo. Ie
abounds with hogs, dogs, fowls, and [UC:l fruits 
and roots as are to be found in !ny of the others, 

and is much larger than T ongataboo; but not 
fub..;-
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[ubjet\: to its dominion, as the other ifiands or 
this archipelago are. Feejee and TongataboGi 
often engage in war againf!: each other; and the 
inhabitants of the latter are often fo much afraid 
of this enemy, that they bend the body forward;, 
and cover the face with their hands, to exprefs 

the fenfe of their own inferiority to the Feejee 
men. This is, indeed, no matter of furprize, for 

thofe of Feejee have rendered themfelves formid

able, by their dexte~ity in the ufe of bows and 
flings; but more fo, by their favage praCtice of 

eating fuch of their enemies as they kill in battle. ' 
It has been infif!:ed on, that extreme hunger 

tiFf!: occafioned men to feed on human Belli; but 

where could be the inducement for the F eejee 
people to continue the praCtice in the midft of 
plenty? Ie is held in deteftation by the inhabi
tants of Tongataboo, who feem to, cultivate th~ 
friendfhip of their favage neighbours of Feejee 

through fear; though they, occafionally, venture 
to fkirmilli with them OJ:l their own terrirory, and 
carry off large quantities of red feathers as tro
phies. When a profound peace reigns between 
the two iOands, they have frequent intercourfe 

\ 

together; thoughJ it is probable, they have not-
long been known to each other,; or, it might be 
fuppofed that Tongataboo, and its nt'ighbouring: 
. ifiands, would, before this'time, have been fu,p-

plied with a brlied of d.Ogs~ whi~h are ncUm(;r~n1S· 
at 
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at Feejee, and were not introduced at Tor-gata..; 

boo, when Captain Cook lirft vifited it, in 1773. 
The colour of the natives 'of Feejee was, at 

leaft, a fllade darker tban that of the inhabitants 

of the other Friendly Iflands. We faw one of 
the natives of Feejee, who had his left ear flit; 
and the lobe fo ftretched, that it almoft extended 

I ' 

to his fuoulder; which fingularity. had been ob· 
ferved by Captain Cook at other i11ands of the 
South Sea, during his fecond voyage. '1 he Fee

jee men were much reverenced here; not only 

on account of their power and cruelty' in warj 
but alfo for their ingenuity; for they gre~tlyex..:. 
eel tbe inhabitants of Tongataboo in workman
fhip. Specimens were fuewn us of. their club:! 
and fpears, which were ingenioufly carved. We 

were alfo fuewn fome of their beautifully che
quered cloth, variegated mats, earthen pots, and 

other articles, all of which difplayed a fuperiority 
in the execution. 

Feejee, as has been already mentioned, is three 

days fail from Tongataboo; thefe people having 
no othe, method of difcovering th-e dillance from 

in~nd to iOand, . but by mentionin~ the time re-
qUIred for the voyage in one of their canoes. 

That this might be afcertained with fame preci
fion, Captain Cook failed in one of tbeir canoes, 
and by rtpeated trials with the log, foundtnal 
fue went clofe hauled, in a gerrtle gale, [even 

miles in an hour. He fuppofed from this, that 

they 
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they will fail, with fuch breezes as in general 
blow in their [eas, [even dr eight miles an haul'" 
bnan average. Each day; however, is not to 
be reckoned at twenty-four hours; for when they 
talk of one day's fail, they mean no more' than 
from the morning to the evening, or ten or 
twelve hours at the moil. From the morning of 
the firft day till the evening bf the fecond, is. 
with them, tWd days fail. In the day, they are 
guided by the fun; and, in tIie night, by frars. 
When thefe are bbfcured, they can only have 
recoutfe, to the points from whence the winds and 
waves came upon the verrel. If, at tbat time 
the winds and the waves fuould fuift, they are 
quite bewildered, often miffing their intended 
port, and being never heard of more. The ftory 
of Omai's countrymen, who w~redriven to Wa
tee 00, convinces us, however, that thofe who are 
not heard of, ar~ not always loft. 

The harbour and anchoring-place' 6f Tdnga
taboo, is fuperior to any we have met with among 
thefe inands, as well from its great fecutity, as 
its capacity, and goodne[s of bottom. The rifk 
we ran in entering it frdm the north, iliould cau
tion every' future commander from attempting 
that palrage again, efpecially with a {hip of bur
den, fince thar, by which we left it, may be pur
{oed with greater eife and fafety. 

T,hough th~ -harbour. of Tongataboo has the 
preference, its water is exceecie:d in -goodnefs, by 

VOL,I.--:-l° 5. T . that 
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that at Annamooka, ::::-1 yet tb.;~ cao';d be reck .. 
oned good. Tolela"!' wa~'l "l:;)~, ,',i. !heiefs,. 

be procured, by digging hole:;. rhe fide of 
the pond. Befides, Ann:uuook,a i>eirlg nearly in 

the centre of the group, is the beft fituatd for 

procuring refrefhments from the others. There 

isa creek in the reef on the. north fide of (he 
ii1and, wherein two or three ihips may lie fe 

curely. 
Thore who are defirous of having a more par

ticular defcriptio:1 of the Friendly Wands, mufl: 

have recourfe to the chart, where every thing is 
delineared as accurately as cireumO:anee~ would 

:)ermit. To the fame chart, recourfe may alfo 
be had for tracing tQe feveral ftations of the !hips, 
and their route. 

What may have been here omitted j concerning 

the geography of 'thefe ii1ands, will be fou?d ill 

, the hiftory of Captain Cook's laO: voyage *; to 

which narrati ve the reader is referred t, for fueh 
particulars as he had then obferved. At pre[ent~ 

. we fhall only relate fueh interefting ci:rcumftances, I 

as either were omitted in that accounr, or were 
imperfectly and incorreCtly reprefrnted. 

After living among them between two and three 
months, it is reafonable to expect, that we fhould 

be able to clear up every difficulty, and to give 
a tolerably good acocount of their mahners, cuf-

* Cook's Voyage, Vol. L p. 2lr 2J3. t Ibid. 
p. 2q. 225. 

I 
toms~ 
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.. t~msl and inftitutions, civil as well as religious; 

partiC\llarly as we had a perion with us, who, by 

tlndedbnding their language as well as curs,' 

. might be enabled to act.as an in:-:rpreter. But 

Omai was not qualified for that taik. Unlefs we 

had before us the o~ject or thing, concerning 

which we wanted information, we found it diffi

cult to obtain a competent. knowledge from his 

explanations. Omai was certainly more liable to 

. make miftakes than we 'were: for, having no 

curioGty, he never troubled himfelf with mak

ing rematks; and when he attempted to explain 

matters to US, I his ideJ.3 were apparently fo limit

ed, and,~ "probably, differed [0 much from ours, 

that his confufc-d accounts, inftead of inftruC1:ing, 

often only perplex:ed us. Beudes, we could fel

dom find a perron, :w-:ang the natives, who had 

bo,h the ability and inclination to give us the in-

,formation we required. And many of them, we 

Obferved, appeared offended at being aiked, what 

they, perhaps, deemed frivolous qucLions. At 

Tongataboo, where we continued [b~ longeft, our 
fituation was llkeh'ife unf,,\oc;rable; being in a 

p{rt at the country, where, except fiihers, there 

C Were but few innabi[ants. \V ith our vifito~s. :::~, 

.well as with thofe we vifired, it v,'~S alw)ys holi. 
day; . fo that we- could not oblerve, W!1;!t 'S:lS re

ally the domeflic way of' living ~m,)[lg the rn
tives. That we could not, therefore, in this utu

ation~ bring away fatisfaEtoiY accounts of many 
T 2 thing:-" 
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things, is not the leaft furprifing. Some of U1,. 

indeed,. endeav.omed, by diligent obfer\l'ation, to 

remedy thofe 'difudvantag~; and we are indebt
ed to Mr. Anderfon', 'for a confiderable fhare of 
what is related·in thts and the following chapter. 

The friendly iflanders feldom exceed the com· 

mon fLturt'J (though lome here were above fix 

:':C'c in height) and are ftrong and. well proporti
oned. Their fuoulders are, in general, broad; 
and we raw feveral who were really handforne, 
though their mufcular difpofition rather conveyed, 
the idea of firength than of beauty. Their fea
tures are 1'0 various, that, unlefs it be by a ful
nels at the point of the nofe, which is common". 
it is impoffible to fix any general likenefs by 
which to charaCter1ze them. On the other hand, 
many genuine Roman nofes, and 'hundreds of Eu~ , 
ropean faces, were feen amongft them. They 
have good eyes and teeth; but the latter are nei
ther fo well fet, nor [0 remark?.bly white, as among' 
the Indian nations. Few of them, however, have 
that uncommon thicknefs about the lips, fo free.. 
quem in other iflands. 

The women are lefs difiinguiilied from the men 
by their features, than by their general, form, 
which [eerns deftitute of that ftrong. flefuy firm~ 
nefs that appears in the latter. Though the fea
tures of fome are very delioate, and a true index 

of their [ex, laying claim (0 a confidera.ble 1hare 

of beauty and expreffion, yet the rule is not, by 

any 
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:any means, fo general, as in many other coun

tries. -This is generally) however, the mof!: e\~· 

.ceptionah>le part; for the bodies of mof!: of the fe-
males are ufually well proportioned; and fume 

areabfolutelyperfeCl: models ofa beautiful figl1rc. 
But the extraordinary fmallnefs and de~il-acy of 

, \ . 
their fingers, which may be put into cumpetition 

with any in Europe, feems to be the mdt remark

able diil:incrion in the women. 

The general colour among the nat'i,,~':; i8 ataft 
deeper. than (he copper brown; but feveral of 

both (exes have a true oJive complexion. Some 

of the women are even much fairer; owing, per

haps, to their being lefs expofed to the [un; as 

a tendency to corpulence, ·infome of the prin

cipal people, [eerns to be the natural 'Confeq uence 
()f a more indolent life: ,3 {ofter and clearer fkin 

is alfo moil: frequently obferved among :the latter. 

Among the m'ajor part of the people, the {kin is 

generally of a dull hue, with [.Jl11e degree c( 

roughnefs, particularly the pans that are UIlCO

vered, "()ccauoned, perbaps, by, fl)me clltaneons 

di:ea[e. WOe fa.w a man at I-Llp"ee, perfectly 

white, and a child equally fo at Anna:l1ooka. In 

a'll black nations, fuch ph::enomena are found, 

but their colour, it 'is imagined, pI acted:; fro;n 

a difeafe. 

Upon the whole, however, few natural defea~ 

or deformities are to be it-en among them; tlvlugh 

we obf~rved. l;WO or three with their f~et bent in-
-r T 3 wank 



:275 A VOYAGE TO THE 

wards. Neither are they exempt from fome dif

eafes. Va(l: numbers of them are affeCted with 

the tetter or ringworm, which leaves whi.ilh fer

pentine marks behind it. But they have another 

difeafe of a more mifchievous confequence, which 

is alia very frequent, and appears on every part 

()f the body, in large broad ulcers, difcharging a 

thin, clear pus, forne of which had a very viru

lent appearanc,e, particularly on the face. Some, 

however, appeared to be cured of'it,and others 

mending; but it was' generally attenced with the 

10(5 of the nofe, or a conGderabl~ part of it. It 
being certainly known, and even acknowledged 

by themfelves, that the natives were fubjetl: [0 

this difeafe before they-were viGted by the Eng

lifh, it cannot be the effect pf venereal contagion, 

notwithfranding the fimilarity of the fymptoms; 

unlefs we adopt a fuppofirion, that the venereal 

diforder WqS not introduced here by our people, 

in 1773. It certainly was amongft them at this 

time; for, foon after we arrived there, fome of 

our people received the infeEtion; and Captain 

Coo!.;. had the mortil\cation to learn from hence, 

that all the care he took in 177 3, to prevent the 

communicat:on of this dread rul d i (eafe, had prov

ed ineuectual. They GO not feem, h~wever, to 

regard ~t much; and, as we d!d not fee many 

ini1:a;;c~s of i~s deftroying effed~, perhaps the 

dimare, ::nd the way of living of thefe people, 
mly ab;,:e i~s \'in;'{'~r:e. Two other difeafes are 

common 
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common among them; one of which is a firm 
fwelling, which affects the legs and,arms; the 
other is a tumour in the t~ll:icles) which fome

times exceed the fize of the two fifl:s. In other 

refpe-:r:s, they are remarkably healthy, not a fingle 
perfon having, during our fray, been confined [0 

the houre by ar;y ki!1c1 of ficknefs. Their ftrength 

and acriyity are, in every refpeet, anfwerable to 
their m~fcular appearance; and they exert both, 
in fuch a manner, as to prove, that they are, as 

yet, litrle debilit:lted by the numerous difeafes 
that ~re the n~t'jral confequence of indolence. 

The gr?ceful mien and nrmr.f'l~; of frep with 
which they walk,_ are obvious p! c;)fs of their per
fond 2.ccomplifhme::m. They conu(:er this as a 

thing fo neceffary to be acquired, lhat their 
laughter was excired when they faw us f[cquently 
fl:umbJing upon the roots of trees, or ot~er ine
qualities; in walking. 

The m,ildnefs or good-nature which they abun
dantly poilefs, 15 depicted on their cou ntenances, 

~hich are totally free from that ravage keennefs, 
which always m~rks the nations that are in a bar~ 
barous flate. We might almoft be induced to 
fuppore, that they had been reared under the fe
verefr refhiCi.ions, to acquire f;) fettled an afpetr, 
fuch a command of their pafilons, and fuch a 

fteadinefs of conduet. At the fame time) they 
are open, chearful, and good-humoured; though, 
in the prdt:nce of their chiefs, they [ometimes 

T· 4 iffume 
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ajfume a degree of gravity, which has the ap~ 

pearance of referve. 
Thei-r pacific dj[pofition is thoroughly evinced~ 

from their friendly reception of all ftrangers. In

fiead of attacking tbem openly, or clandeftinely~ 
they have never appeared, in the fmalleff degree~ 
hoftile·; but) like the moft civilized nations, have 
even courted an intercour[e with their vifitors;· 
by. bartering; a medium which unites all nations 
in a d~gree of friendiliip. So perfeCtly do they 

underftand barter, that) at firft we fuppofecl 
they had acquired the knowledge of it by trading 

with the neighbouring iOands.i but it <\fterwards 

appeared, that they had hardly any traffic, except 
with Feejee. No nat~on, perhaps, in the world, 
difplayed, in their traffic, mQre honefty and lef~ 
diftruft. We fafely permitted them to examine 

our goops, and they had the fame implicit confi
dence in us, If either party Qecame diiratisfiecl 

with .his bargain, a re-exchange w,\~ made with 

mut~al con!"ent and fatisfaB:ipn. Th~y feem~ 

upon the whole, to poffefs many of the moft e~.., 

cellent qualities that adorn the human mind. 
A propenfity to thieving, feems ~p be the only 

defeCt to ful1y their fair charaeter. Thofe of all 

ages, and both fexes, were addieted to it in an 

uncommon degree. It ~ou)d be confidered, how

ever, that this exceptionable part of their conduct 

exifted merely with refpect to us j for, in their 

~~neral inter.courfe with each other, thefes are 

notJ. 
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no.t, perhaps, more frequent than in other coun.,. 
~~ies) where the difq.on~ft prac9:ices of individuals 
fhould not 'aQthorize any indifcriminate cen[ure 

pn the people at l~rge. Allowances fhould be 
made (or th~ foibles of thefe poor manders, whofe 
~ninds we overpowered with the gli'!.re of new and 

captivating oQjeCts. Stealing, ~mong (:ivilized 
nations, denqtes ~ character deeply ftained with 

moral turpitude. But at the Friendly Ifiands) 
1lnd others which we vifited, the thefts committed 

py the natives, may have l:Jeen occafiQned by lefs 
,culpable motives. They were ftimulated folely 

by curiofity and defire to paffefs fomething new" 

and the property of a fort of people. fo different 
from themfelves! And, perh~ps, if a fet of be
ings, feemingly as fuperior to us, as we appear 
to be to them~ iliou ld make their appearance 
ilmong us, it might be pamble that our natural 
regarQ to juflice would not l:Je able to reftrain 
many from being guilty of the fame error. That 

r 
this is the [r~le motive for their propenfity to this 
practice) is ~vident from their ftealing every 

thing indifcriminately. Tbe thieving difpofition 

of there iQanders, was the means) however, of 
affordil1g ~s fome infQrmation as to their inge

nuity and' their quicknefs of intelleCts. For their 

petty thefrs were managed with much dexterity i 

and thofe of grea.te>r confequence, with a fetded 

plan or fche~e, adapted to the im.portance of the 

~bjeCl:s. 
The 
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The hair of thefe il1anders is, in general, thick, 
lhaight, and thong; though fome have it bufllY 
or frizzled. The natural colour appears to be 
black, but many of the men, and fome of the 

women, fiain it of a brown, or purple colour; 

and a few give it an orange caft. The firfl of 

tf:efe colours is produced by applying a fort of 
, plaifter of burnt coral mixed with water; the fe

wnd, by the rafpings of a reddifh wood, mixed 
into.a poultice, and laid over the hair; and the 

third is [aid to be the effect of turmeric l'oot. 

They are fo whimfical in their faJhions of wear

ing their hair, that it is difficult to fay which is 

moil: in vogue .. Sorw.,have none on on~. fide of 
the head, wh\]e It remaInS long on the oUler fide; 
fome have only a part of it cut iliort; others have 

parted with the whole, exeept a fingle lock on 

one fide. Some permit it to grow to its full 
length, without any of thefe mutilations. The 

, women ufually wear it thon. The beards too 
are cut iliort; and both [exes {trip the hai r from 
their ann-pits. The men are ftained with a deep 
blue colour from the middle of the belly, to half 

way down the thighs. This is effected with a. 

flat bone inftrument, full of fine teeth, which by 
a {hoke of a bit of flick introduces th~ juice of 
dooe dooe irlto the fkin, by which lneans indelible 

marks are made. 'Lines and figures are t.hus 
traced, which, in !ome, are very elegant. The 

women have only fome fmall lines, thus imnrint-
• 

. ed, 
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" . 
ed~ in the infide bf their hands. As a mark of 
diftinctioo, their ~ings are exempted from this 
cuftom. The men are not circumcifed, but ra

ther fu'percjfed; the operation confi£15 in cutting 

off only a piece of the forefkin in the upper part;) 
which is thus rendered incapable of ever cover
jng tIre glans. They have no other aim in this 

operation, and only practife it from a notion of 
cleanlinefs. 
Th~ drefs of both {exes lS the fame; conGHing 

of a piece of cloth or malting" about two yards 
in breadth, and two yards ~ a haIr in length. 

Ie is doubJe before, a I7fcl , like a petticoar, 
hangs down to the middle of the leg. That 
part of the garment which is above the girdle, 
is plaited into [everal folds, which extended, is 

fu~cient to draw up and wrap, found-4e--ili-O.Ul
clers. This as to form, is the geqeral drefs; 
b~t the:f1ne matting, ilnci long pieces of cloth, 
are worp only by the fuperior clars of people. 
The inferior fort are contented with fmall 'pieces, 

ill1d very of teo, have only a cove\:ing made of 

1e~ve~ of plants, or the maro, a narrow piece of 

cloth, or n,atting, like a fai11. '1 hey pars this 
between the thighg and round'the waitt. It is 
feldom u[ed hut by the men. In their hai-vas, or 
grand entertainments, tbey have various drefies. 
which, though the [arne in form, are embel1ifhed, 

Jnor~ or lefs, with red feathers~ 
Both 
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Both men and women occafionally defend t'hcil' 

faces from the fun with little bODners, made of 
various forts of materials. 

The ornaments, worn by tho-fe of either fex, 
are the fame. Thofe which are moil: common are 

necklaces, made of the fruit of the pandanus, and. 
!Various .[ weet-frnelling flowers, known by the ge

neral name of kabul/a. Others confift of fmall 
fhells, {hark's teeth, the wing and leg-bones of 
birds, &c. all which are pendant upon the breaft. 
In this manner, they often wear a po1ifhed mo
ther-of-pearl {hell, or a ring, on the upper part
of the ann; rings of tortoife-fuell on the fingets; 

and feveral of there, joined together) formed into 
bracelets on the wrifts. 

Two holes are perforated in the lobes" of the 

ears, in whic;:h they wear cylindrical bits of ivorr. 
of the length of three inches, introduc~d at ~tlC 
hole, and drawn out of the other; or bits of 

reeds, filled with a yellow pigment. This ap~ 
pears to be a nne powder of turmeric, which (he 

women rub all ove~ their bodies, in the fame 
rnanner as the European ladies ufe their dry 
rouge upon their ch.eeks. . 

Perronal cleanlinefs is their delight, to produce 
which, they bathe frequently in the. pond~. 
Though the water has an intolerable french in 
moil: of them, they always prefer them £0 the 

fea; and they are fg fenfible that their fkin is in

jured with fait water, that, when they are obliged 

to 
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to bathe in the rea, they have frefu water poured 
0ver them to wa,/h off its bad effeCl:s. . They are 

~xtravagantly ['Cnd of cocoa-nut oil; a great 

quantity of which they pour upon their head and 
fuoulders, and rub the body ~ll over with a 
iinaller quantity.. 

C HAP. XI. 

Farious Emplo),ments of the Wom~n of the Friendiy 
lJl.ands-Occupatirms of the Men-Agricultdre
Manner of building their HouJes-'I'heir Furni
ture -' Ca1Joes-Working-'I'ools-Cordage-Fijh
i·ng-'I'ackle -Inflruments of MU./ic-Weapons
Vegetable and Animal Fo,ad-Methods of Cr;ok
ing-Diverjions-Marriage-r-Mourning Ceremo
nies-Cuflom of cutting off their little :Finger
....-,;..<fheir lJeities-Sentiments con~erning the Soul, 
and a future State-'Iheir Fiatookas-Form of 

Government-Power of the Cbit;fs-A1ode of 
paying Homage to the King-craboo incurred P)' it 
-Pre.aution againjJ Famine-Of the 'I'ammaba .. 

-Language-Tides. 

T HE dome!l:ic life of thefe people is neither 

. fo laborious as to be difagreeable, nor fo 
free from employment as to fuffer them to dege-

nerat~ 
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nerate into .indolence. Their country has been 
fo favoured by nature, that the firft can Tcarcdy 

occur; and their difpofition appears to be a fuf

ficient bar to the ]aft. By this fortunate con

currence of circllmfiances, their necdfary labour 

feerns to yield, in its turn, to their amufernents 
and recreations, which are never interrupted by 

the thoughts of being obliged to recur to bufi
ners, till they are i::duced by fatiety to willi for 

that tranfition. The employment of the women 

is not difficult: and is generally fuch as they can 

execute in ,the houfe. The making of cloth is 

entirely entrufted to their care; the procefs of 

which manufacture has been alr~ady defcribed. 
Their cloth is of different degrees of finenefs: 
the coarier kind does not receive the imprefiio:1 

of any pattern: but, of the finer fort, they have 

various patterns, differently coloured. The cloth, 

in genera], is able to refift water for fome time; 

but that which has the ftrongeft glaze, is the leart 
liable to be penetrated by tha~ fluid. 

Another manufacture, which is alfo configned 
to the worn~n, is that of their mats, which excel 
thofe of molt other countries, bClth with refpett 
to their texture and their beauty. Of thefe mats 
there are [even or eight difTerent forts, which they 

either wear or neep upon; and many are merely 

ornamental. The Iafi are principally made from 

the tough, membraneous p<!rt of the' ftock of the 

pJantain7tr~e i thore that they wear) are generally 

corn· 
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. compafed of the pandanus; and the coarfer kind, 

on which they fleep, are formed from a plant 
cal1ed evarra. There are feveral other articles 

of lefs importance, that employ their females ; 

as combs, of which they make great quantities; 

and fman baikets made of the fame fubfbnce as 
.. the mats, and others compofed of the fibrot'ls 

hufk of the cocoa-nut, either invrwoven wi r11 
. beads, or plain; all which are finifhed with ex

traordinary heatne[s and tafre. 

The province of the men is, as might reafon

ably be expected, far more 'laboriolls and exter;
five than that of the other fex. Arc~iteaure~ 

boat-build~ng, agriculture, and fi.filing, are the 
principal objects of their care. As cultivated 

roots aad fruits form d{eir chief'fubfiftence, they' 

find it neceffary to praCtife huibandry, which they 

have brought by their diligence to rome degree 

of perfection. In planting yams and plantains, 
they dig [mall holes for their reception, and after

wards root up the fllrrounding grars. The in~ 

ftruments ufed by them for this purpofe, are calI

ed hooD; and are nothing more than {takes of 

various lengths, flattened and fharpened to an 

edge at one end; and the largeft ones have 2 

ihort piece fixed tranfverfely, by means of which. 

they pn:fs the implement into the ground with 
the foot. When t1jley plant (he two above- men

tioned vezwibles, they ohf::rve fuch pa'rt;~u~ 
lar ex"ttlJds, tl::1t, whichever way you turn your 



~ss A v 0 Y AGE TOT H E 

eyes, the rows prerent themfelves complete and 
regular. 

The bread-fruit and cocoa-nut-trees are dif
perfed about, without any order; and, when they 
have arrived at a certain height, give them little 
or no trouble. The fame may be faid of ano
ther large tree; which produces a roundifh COtn

pre1fed nut, called eet:fee; and of a fmaller tree 

being an oval nut, with two or three triangttlar 
kernels. The kappe is, in general, plamed re

gularly, and in large fpots; but the mawhaha is 

interfperfed among other things, as are alfo the 
yams and jeejee. Sugar-cane is ufually in fm~1l 

fpots, dofely crowded. The mulberry; of which 
the cloth is made, is kept very clean, and has a 
good fpace allowed for it. The pandanus is com
monly planted in a row, clofe together, at the 
fides of the fields. 

They difplay very little tafre or ingenuity in 
the conftruction of their houfes. Thofe of the 

lower clafs of people are wretched huts, fcaree 
fufficient to ihelter them from the weather. Thafe 
of the better fort are larger, as well as more 
commodious and comfortable. A hau[e. of a 
middling fize is of the following dimenfions, viz. 

about twelve feet in height; twenty in breadth t 

~nd thirty in length. Their houfes are, properly ~ 
fpeaking, thatched roofs or Iheds, fupported by 
rafters and pofts. The floor is raifed witl~ earth 

fmoothed, and covered with thick matting. Som, 

of 



· r 

of their habitations are open all round; but the 
major part of them are enc10fed art the weather 

fide with fhong mats, or witH branches of the 

cocoa-nut tree, plated Or interwoven wi[h each 
other. A thick mar, aJ:jout thtee feet broad; bent 
into a femicircular form, and placed edgeways, 

with the ends touching the fide of tbe houfe, en~ 

c10fes a fufficient fpace for the mafter and miftrefs 

to Oeep in. The relt of the family fleep updn 

any part of the floor, the unmarried men and 
women lying apart from each other. If the fa:~ 

mily is large, there are little h,uts adjoining, in 

which the fervants Oeep. Their whole furniture 
cooulh of fome wooden ftools, which ferve them , 
for pil~ows; barkets of different fizes, in which 

, , they put their combs, fifh-hooks, and tools; tWe) 

or three wooden bowls, in which they make kava; 
fame cocoa·nut fhells, a few gourds, and a bundle 

or two of doth;,' 

They. are teiy fkilftil in I::luilding their c'anoes, 
which; intleed, are the moft perfect of their me

chanical produCtions. The dotlble ones are 
made fufficieotly large to tarry about fifty per.; 

fans, and fail at a great rate. Upon them they 
generally fix a hut or {hed, for the recep'tion of 

the maftd and his family. They are made of 
.thebread-fruit tree, and t:le workmanfhip is 
extremely neat. They appear on the oudide as 
If they were compofed of one folid piece; bur, 
'tl'pbn: dofer infpection, they ate found to confift 

'YOL.I.-NoS.· U of 
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of a great number of pieces, which fit each other 

exaCl:ly, and by means of a ledge on the infide are 

{ecured together with cocoa-nut line. The lingle 
canoes are furnilhed with an outrigger. The 

only tools which they make ufe of in the con
frrutlion of thefe boats, are hatchets, or adzes, 

of a finooth black ftone; augers, made of lhark's 

teeth; and cafps, compofed of the rough fkin of 
~ filh, faftened on flat pieces of wood. The fame 

tools are all they have for other works, except 
fueHs, which ferve them for knives. Their cor
dage is made of the fibres of the cocoa-nut hulk, 
which, though not above ten inches long, they 
plait about the fize of a quill, to whatever length. 

is required, and roll it up in balls; from which 
the ropes of a larger (ize are made, by twifting 

feveral of thofe together. Their fifhing-lines are 

as {hong and even as our beft cord. Their fmall
hooks confift entirely of pearl-thell; but the 
large ones are only covered with it on the back; 
and the points of both are, in general, of tortoife-

,fuel!. \Yith the large hooks they catch albicoresJ 

and bonnetos, by putting them [0 a bamboo

rod, about twelve feet long, with a line of the 
fame length. They have alfo nUl;nbers of [mall 

feines, fame of which are of the molt delicate 
texture. 

Their mufical reeds or pipes, which refemble 
tbe fj'rinx of the ancients, have eight or ten pieces 

placed parallel to each other, moLl: of which are 

of 
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bf unequal lengths. Their flutes are! made of a 

joint of bamboo, about (;ightren inches long, and 
'are elofed at both ends, having a hole near each 
end, and four others; two of which, and only one 

of the firft, are ufed by them in playing. They 
clore the left noftril with the thumb of the lefe
hand, and blow into the hole at one end with 
the other nofrril. The fore-finger of the right
h~nd is applied to the loweft hole on the right, 
and the middle finger of the left, to the firfl: 
hole on that fide. In this manner, with only three 
notes, they produce a: pleafing, though fimple, 
muGc. Their naifa, or drum, has been, already 
defcribed. 

Their warlike weapons are clubs, curiouOy ot
namented, [pears, and dares. They alto make 
bows and arrows; but there ate intended for 
amu[ement, fuch as fuooting at birds, and noc 
for the purpores df war. Their Hools, or rather 
pillows, are about twO feet long, but only four 
or five inches in height; and near four in breadth, 
inclining downwards towards the middle, with 
four ftrong legs and circular feet, the whole 
compared of brown or black woad, neatly po
lil11ed, a'nd fometimes inlaid with ivory. They 
likewife inlay 'with ivory the handles of fly-flaps; 
and, with a ihark's tooth, fhape' bones into figures 

of men, birds, &c. 
Their vegetable diet principally 

plantains~ cocoa-nuts, brea.d-fruit, 
Uz 

conGfrs of 
and yams. 

Their 
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"Their chief articles of animal food are hogs, fillJ,.7 
and fowls; but the common people frequently 
e~t rats. Their hogs, fowls, and turtle, however, 
feern to be only occafional dainties, referved fOf 

perfons of rank. Their food is, in general, dreffed 
by baking, as at Otaheire; and they make, from 
different forts of fruit, feveral dillies, which are 
very good. They fometirnes boil their:' fifu in 
the green leaves of the plantain-tree,,:which ferve 
as a bag to hold both fifu and wate-r: having 
tied them up, they wrap them agaih in three or 
four other leaves, and place them upon frones 
heated for the purpofe: when they are fuffiaient
ly done, they not only eat the fifu,. but drink the 
liquor or foup. They are not very cleanly either 
in their cookery, or their manner of eating. Their 
\lfual drink at their meals is water,. or cocoa-nut 
milk, the kava being only their morning beve

rage. The food that is ft:rved up to the chiefs, 

js g.enerally laid upon plantain-leaves. The 
king, at his meals, was commonly attended upon 

by three or four of the natives, one of whom cut 

large pieces of the fifh, or of the joint, anQdler 
afterwards divided it into mouthfuls, and the reft 
flood by with cocoa-nuts, and whatever eIre he 
might happen to want. We never obferved a 
large company fit down to a fociable meal, by 
citLing from the [arne difh. The women are not 

excluded £i'om taking their meals· with the men; 

but there ,l'G certain ranks that arc; not allowed 

'either 
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either to eat or drink together. This difl:i'nB:ion 
begins with hi! majefty, but we know not where 
rit ends. 

They rife at day-breaK, and retire to reO: as 
foon as it becomes dark. They, for the moft part, 

fleep alfo in the day time, when the weather is very 
hot. They are fond of affociating together; in 
confequence of which, it is not uncommon to 
find feveral houfes .empty, and the poffeffors of 

them affnnbled in forne other hou1e, or upon 
fame convenient fpot in the neighbourhood, 
where they relax themfelves by converfation and 
other amufements. Their private diverfions 
~h.i¢fly conGft of dancing, finging, and mufic. 
When two or three women fnap their fingers, and 

(jng in €oncert, it is called oobai; but when there 
are more, they form feveral parties, each of which 
fings in a different key, which conftitutes an 
agreeabJe melody, and is termed heeva or baiva. 
The fongsare generally accompanied with the 
rnuuc of their flutes. The dances both of the 
men and women, are performed with an eafe and 
grace which are difficult to be defcrib'ed. 

We could not determine with precifion, whe

ther their marriages were rendered durable by 
~ny kind of folemn contract: it is certain, how
ever, that,the major part of the people contented 
themfelves with one wife. The chiefs, indeed, 
commonly have feveral women, though there 

Wi\S oply one who (as we thought) was conG-

U .1 derect 
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pered in the light of miftrefs of the family. 
Though female chaftity feemed to be held in lit
tle eftimation, not a fingle breach of conjugal 
fidelity happened, to our knowledge, during our 

whole continuance at thefe iOands; nor were the 

unmarried women of rank more liberal of their 
favours. But there were great numbers of a very 
different character. 

The concern fhewn by there iOanders for the 

dead, is a ftrong proof of their humanity. Be
fides the looge, whi~h we haye mentioned before~ 
and burnt circles and [cars, they {hike a fhark'~ 
tooth into their heads till the blood flows con

udr;:rably, beat their teeth with frones, and thruft 
fpears npt only through their cheeks il1t() their 
mouths, bu~ al[o into the· inner part of their 
thighs, and int~ their fides. Tqe more painfu~ 
()perations, however, are only praCtifed when they 
mourn the death of thofe who were moil: nearly 
conneCted with them. When one of them dies~ 

he is wrapped up in mats and cloth, and then in
terred. The fiatookas feem to be appropriated to 
the chiefs and other perfons of difrinCtion, as their 
burial-places; but the inferior p~ople have no 
particular [pot fet apart for their>inter'ment. It ~s 
uncertain what part of the mourning c~remony 
follows immediately afterwards; but there i~ fomeo:: 
thing befides the general one' which is ~~ntinued for 
a .confi~~rable time, the funeral of l'(.Iar~ewagee·s 
wife beIng attended with ceremonies of five4ay~ 
~uratiQn~ ).'hey [ee~ t~ c~n~def deatl~ as a great . , 
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,evil, to avert which the.y practife a very fingular 
cufrom. When Captain Cook, during his [econd 
,voyage, firft vifited thefe inands, he obferved I 

that many of the natives had one or both of their 

little fingers cut off.; of the reafon of which mu

tilation he could not then ,obtain a fatisfaB:ory 

.account. But he was now informed, that they 

,perform this operation when they are affiicted 

with fome dangerous diforder, which they ima

,gine may bring them co the grave. They fuppore, 

that the little finger will be accepted of by the 

Deity, as a kind of propitiatory facrifice fuffici

ently efficacious to procure their recovery. In 
iCutting it off, they make ufe of a frone-hatchet. 

There was fcarcely one perfon in ten who was 
.not thus mutilated; and they fometimes cut fo 
clofe, as to encroach upon that bone of the hand 

which joins the amputated finger. It is alfo 

,common for the Iowe-r clafs of people to cut off 
11 joint of their little finger, on ac~ount of the 

ficknefs of .the .chiefs to whom they r.efpet1:i vely 
:belong. . 

When the ·rigid Hri8.:nefs with which they per
form their mourning and religious- ceremonies is 
,confidered, it might be expected, that they en

deavouredthereby to fecure to tbemfdves eternal 

happinefs; but their principal object regards 

things merely temporal; for they have apparently 
little conception of future puni£hment for fins 

,committed in. the prefent life. They believe, how· 
U 4 ever~ 
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~yer, that they meet with juil: punifhment upo~ 
earth; and, therefore, put every method in prac
tice to render their divinities propitious. They 

admit a plurality of deities, "all of them inferior to 

Kallafootonga, who they fay is a female, and the 
fupreme author of moil: things, reliding in the 
heavens, ;lnd directing the wind) rain, thunder, 
&c. They are of opinion, that when 1he is much 
difpleafed with them, the productions of the earth 

are blail:ecl, many things con fumed by lightning~ 
and themfdves afflicted with licknefs and death; 

but that when her anger abate$, every thing is 
immediately reftored to its former fiate. Among 
their fubordinate deities, they mention Futtafaihc, 
pr Footafooa, who has the adminiftration of the 
fea, and its productions; 'l'oafooa-boolootoo, god of 

the clouds and fog; '1IJlleteboo, Malt.aba, 'l'arcea'Va. 
and others. The fame fy(lem of religion does not 
extend all oyer the Friendly Inands; the fupreme 

deity of Hapaee, for inftance, being called All) 
Ala. They entertain very abfurd opinions rela. 
tive'to the power and various attributes of thefe 
beings, who, they fuppofe, have no further con

cern with them after death. They have, however, 
jufrer fentiments refpecting the immortality and 

immateriality of the foul; which they call life, 
the living principi:-, or an Olooa, that is, a divi
nity. They imagine that, immediately after 
death, the fouls of their chiefs are feparated from 

~h~i~ ~odies~ and go to a delightful region called 

. 1;JqoloQto~~ 
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i1biilootoo, the god of which is named Goolcho. By 
this Gooleho they- probabl.y perfonify death. His 
<>ountry, according to their mythology, is the 
general repofitory of the dead.; and thofe who are 

once conveyed thither, are no more fubjeCt to 

death, but feaft all all the favourite productions 
of their native foil, with wh~ch this bJiisful abode 
is plentifuUy furni!bed. As for the fouls of peo
ple of an inferior clafs, they are fLlppofed by them 
to fuffet a kind of tranfmigration; or are eaten 
up (they fay) by a bird called loala, which walks 

upon the graves with6 that intent. 

They do not worlbip any vifible part of the 

creation, or any thing made by their 0'Yn hands. 
They make no offerings of dogs, hogs, and fruit 

(as is the cullom at Otahei~e) unlefs emblemati
cally. But there [eerns to be no reafon to doubt 
of their offering up human facrifices. Their fia

tookas, or morais, are, in general, burying-grounds 

and places of worfhip: fome of them, how~ver. 

appeared to be appropriated only to the former 
purpoft:; but thefe were [ohll and greatly inferior 

to the reft. 
We are very lide acquainted with their form 

of government. A fubordination, refembling the 
feudal fy£lem of ollr anceftors in Europe, is efta
bli:fhed among them; but of its fubdivifions, and 
tpe conO:itueot parts we are j'gnorant. Though 
tome of them informed us, that the king's power 

~s unbound~d.) and that he has the abfolute dif-
pofal 
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pofal of the lives and properties of his fubjects;; 
yet the few circumfiances that offered themfelves 
.to our obfervation, contradiCted, rather than con~ 
firmed, the idea of defpotic fway. Mareewagee, 
Feenou, and Old Toobou, aCte~ each the part of 
a petty fovereigo, and not unfrequently counter
atl:ed the meafures of the king. Nor was his 
court fuperior in fplendor to i thofe of Old Toobou 
and Mareewagee, who, next to his majefty, were 
the moft potent chids in theft: illa-nds; and, r.ext 
after them, Feenou appeared to ftand higheft ill 
rank and authority. But, however independent 
on the king the principal men may be, the infe
rior people are totally fubjeCt to the will of til-e 
chiefs to whom they feverally belong. 

The illand of Toogataboo is divided into nu
merous difiriCts, each of which h\ls its peculiar 
chief, who difiributes juftice, and decides difputes, 
within his own territory. Molt .of thefe chief
tains have eftates in other iOands, whence they 
procure fupplies. The king, at ftated times, re
t!eives the produCt of his diftant domains at Ton
gataboo, which is not only the ufual place of his 
refidence, but the abode of moft perfoos of dif
tinCtion among there illands. Its inhabitants fre
quently call it the Land of Chiefs, and fii omatiz~ 

. 0 

the fubordinate illes with the appellation of Lands 
of Servants. ' 

The chiefs are fiyled by the people lords of the 
earth, and alfo of the fun and tky. The royal 

family 
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family aifume the ~name of Futtafaihe, from the 

god diftinguifhed by that l?-ppellation, who is pro .. 

bably confidered hy them as their tutelary patron. 
The king's peculiar title is fimply ~ooee -tonga. 

The' ord~r and decorum obferved in his prefence, 
and likewife in that of the other chiefs, are truly 
admirable: Whenever he fits down, all the at
tendants feat themftlves before him, forming a 
femi-circle, and leaving a fufficient fpace between 
them and him, into which no one, unlefs he has 
particular bufinefs, prefumes to cpme. N or is 

anyone fuffered to fit, 0):' pafs, behind him, or 
even near hirp, without his permiflion. When 

~ perfon willies to fpeak to hjs majeUy, he comes 
forward, and ~aving feated himfelf before him, 
delivers in a few words what he has to fay; then, 
after being favoured with an anfwer, retires. If 

the king fpeaks to any one, ~he latter gives an 
anf..ver from his feat) unlefs he is to receive an 

prder; in which cafe he rifes from his place, and 
(eats himfelf crofs-legged * before his rnajeH:y. 
'~o fpeak to the king ftanding, would here be 
~onfidered as a glaring mark of rudenefs. 

None of the moft civilized nations have ever 
~xceeded thefe iOanders in the' great order and 

regularity ma~ntained on every oecaGon, in ready 

* It may be proper to mention here, on the authority of 
~aptain King, that this pofl:ure is peculiar to the men; for 
the females always fit with both their legs thrown a little on 
pne fide. 
1".'" ,'" 
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2nd [ubmiffive complian\e w~th the commands of 

their chiefs, and in the perfeCt harmony that fuh~ 
flfts amonO' all ranks. Such a behaviour' mani. o 
feas itfelf in a remarkable manner, whenever their 
chiefs harangue a body of them affembled toge~ 
ther, which frequently happens. The greateft 
attention and moft profound filence are obferved 
during the harangue; and whatever might have 
been the purport of the oration, we never faw a 
fingle inftance, when anyone of thofe who were 
prefent !hewed figns of his being difpleafed, or 
feemed in the leaf\: inclined to difpute the declared 

will of the fpeaker. 
It is a peculiar privilege annexed to the perfon 

of the king, not to b. punCtured! nor circum
cifed, or rather fupercifed, as all his fubjeCts are. 
Whenever he walks out, all who meet him muft 
fit down till he has paired. No perron is fuffered 
to be over his head; but, on the contrary, all 
muLl: come under his feet. The method of doing 
homage to him, and the other chiefs, is as fol
lows: the perfon who is to pay obeifance,' fquats 
down before the great perfonage, and bows the 
head down to the fole of his foot, which he taps 
Qr touches with the under and upper fide of the 
fingers of each hand; then riling up, he retires. 
We had reafon to think" that his majefty cannot 
refufe anyone who is defirous of paying him thill 
homage, which is called by the natives moe moea ; 
for ~he people would f~equently think pn>per to 

{h~\V 
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fllew him thefe marks;Of fubmiffion when he Wa!1 

walking; and he was on thofe oecaGons obliged: 

t-o fiop, and hold up one of his feet behind him, 

till they had performed this refpeCtfol ceremony. 

This, to fo corpulent and unwieldy a man as 

Paul aha, mull have beep painful and troublefome; 

and we have fometimes feen him endeavour, by 
running, to get out of the way) or to reach a con

venient place for fining down. The hands, after 

having-been thus applied, become, in fome cafes, 

ufelefs for a little time; for, till they are wathedJ 

they myn: not touch food of. any [Grt. This pro'

hibition, in a country where water is far from 
, being plentiful, would be attended with incon

v~nience, if a piece of any juicy plant, which 
they can immediately procure, being rubbed over 
the hands, did not ferve for thepurpofe of puri. 

fication. When the hands are in this fituation, 

they term it taboO rema; the former wofd gene

rally fignifying forbidden, and the latter imply

ing hand. When the taboo is incurred, by doing 

-homage to a perfon of rank" it may thus eafily 

be wa1bed off; bur, in'feveral~other cafes, it muft 
,,'continue for a certain period. vVe have ofr,en 

feen women, who have been taboo rema, not fed 

by themfelves, bu~ by others. The interdicted 

perfon, after the limited time ha~ elapfed, waibes 

herfelf in one ofthe,ir bath.s,. which are, in ge~ 

Deral, dirty ponds of brackifh water. She then 

waits upon the [overeigr, 'Ind l after having paid 
the 



30i A V 0 Y AGE TOT H l 

the cuftomary obeifance, takes hold of his foofi 
which fhe applies to her fhoulders, breaft, and 

other parts: he then embraces her 00 both fhould~ 
ers, and fhe immediately retires, purified from 
her uncleannefs. If it be al ways neceiTary to 
have recourfe to his tnajefl:y for ,this purpoft: (of 

which we are not certain, thQugh Omai afi"ured 
us it was) it may be one teafon for his travelling 

very frequently from one ifiand to an~ther. 

The word taboo has a great latitude of figoi.;. 

fication. They call human facrifices tangata taboo; 
• 

and when any particular thing is prohibited to be 
eaten, or made ufe of, they fay it is taboo. They 
informed us, that, if the king fhould go into a 

houfe belonging to one of his fubjeCts, that houfe 

would in confequence become taboo, and could 

never be again inhabited by the owner of it; fo 

that, wherever his majefty travels, there are houfes 
peculiarly affigned for his accommodation. At 
this time, Old T oobou prefided over the taboo; 
that is, if Omai did not mifunderftand thofe who 

gave him the intelligence, ~.e and his deputies 
had the infpeCl:ion of all the produce of the inand~ 

taking care that each individual fhould cultivate' 

and plant his quota, and direCl:ing what fhould, 

2nd what fhould not, be eaten. By fo prudent a 
regulation, they take effectual precautions againft 
a famine; fufficient ground is employed in railing 
provifions; and every article is fecured from un
neceIIary confumption. By another good regu~ 

lationt 
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latton, an officer of rank is appointed to' {uper
i,nrend the police. This department was admi

nifl.ered" while we continued among them, by 
Freenou, whofe bufinefs (as we were informed) it 

was, to punifh all delinquents: he was al[o gene
fa.liffimo, or commander in chief of the forces of, 
the jflands. Poulaho himfelf declared to us, that~ 
jf he fhould become a bad man, Feenou would 

dethrone and kill him; by which he doubtlefs, 

meant, that, if he neglected the duties of his 

high ftation, or governed in a manner that would 
prove prejudicial to the public welfare, Feenou 
would be defired, by the Other chiefs, or by the 

, collective body of the people, to depofe him from 
'his fovereignty, and put him to death. A mo

narch thus fubjeCt to controui and puni!hment 
for abu,fe of power, cannot juftly be deemed a 
,defpotic prince. 

When we take into confideration the number 
of iflands of which this ftate confifts, and the 

difl:ance at which fome of them are removed from 
the feat of government, attemps to throw off the 
yoke Qf fubjeCtion might be apprehended. But 
they informed us, that this circumftance never 
happens. One rearon of their not being thus em
broiled in domefiic commotions may be this; that 
all the principal chiefs take up their refidence at 
Tongataboo. They alfc fecure the dependence 
of the other iiles, by the decifive celerity of their: 
operat.ions,; for if a feditious and popular man 

!bouJd 
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iliould ftart Up in any of them, Feenou, or who';' 

t:ver happens to hold his office, is immediately 
clifpatched thither to put him to death, by which' 

means they extinguifh an infurrecbon while it 

js yet in embryo. 
The different c1aff'es of their chiefs teemed to be' 

nearly as numerous as among us; but there are 
few, comparatively fpeaking, that: ;tre lords of 
e~tenfive diftrias of territory. It is raid, that, 

when a perf on of pwperry diesi all his poifeffi9ns 

devclve on the fovereign ; but that it is cufiomary 
(0 give them to the e1deft fon of the deceafed, 
with this co\ndition annexed, that he fhduld pro.;' 

vide, out of the eft ate, for the other children. 
The crown is hereditary; and we -know,_ from a: 
particular circumftance, that the Futtafaihes, of 

which family is Poulaho, have reigned, in a di
reCl: 'line; for the fpace of at leail: one hundred 
and thirty-five years, which have elapfed between 
our prefent vifit to thefe ifiands, and Tafinari's' 
difcovery of them. Upon our inquiring of them. 
whether any traditional account of the arrival of 
Tafman's lhips had been preferved among them: 
tm this time, we found, that this hiHory had been 
delivered down to them, from their ancefiorsj 
with great accuracy: for they {aid that hi~ t~ci 
ihips reCembled ours, and alfo mentioned the 

place where they had lain at anchor, their h-aving 
con.tinued but a few days, and their qu-itting that 
ltatlOfl to go to AnnamQoka; and; for the pur..: 

pore: 
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pore of informing us how long ago this affair had 
happened, they communicated to us the name 
·<If the Futtafaihe who reigned at that time) and 
ihofe who had fucceeded him in the fovereignty, 
down to Poulaho, who is the fif(h monarch finee 
fhat period. 

It might naturally be imagined, that the pre· 
fent- fovereign of the Friendly Ifies had the high~ft 
rank of any~ perron iri his dominions. But we 

found it to be otherwife; fur Latoolibooloo, who 
has been already mentioned, and three wonien, 
are fuperior, in fome refpects, to Pouhho him· 
{elf. Thefe great perfonages are diltinguifhed 
by the title of 'Iammaba, which implies a chief. 
When we made inquiry concerning them, we were 
i,nformed that the late king, father of POlllaho~ 
left behind hiin a fifter of equal rank, and aider 

than himfelf; that file, ~y a native of Feej~e', had 
a [on and two daughters; and that thde three 
perfons, as well as their mother, are of higher: 
rank than_the kiDs. We endeavoured to. difeo· 
ver the rea[on of this pre-eminence of the 'Jam· 
mahas, but without effeCt. The mother, and one, 
of her daughters, named Tooeela-kaipa, refide at 
Vavaoo. The other daughter. called Moungoula. 
)iaipa, and Latoolibooloo the fon, dwell at T0n
gataboo. Moungoula-kai pa i'.i the l2.ci y who has 
peen mentioned as having dined with Captain 
~ook on the:: Z I ft of J u,ne. . LatQolibooloo was 

VOL. I.-No. S. X fup-
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fuppored, by his countrymen, to be difordered 
in his fenfes. At Eooa, or Middleburg, they 
1hewed us a confiderable quantity of land, which 

was raid to be his propeny; and we faw there a 

fon of his, a child, who was honoured with the 
fame title that his father enjoyed. 

The language of thefe il1ands bears a {hiking 
refemblance to that of New-Zealand, of Otaheite, 

and the Society Illes. The pronunciation of thefe 
people differs, indeed, in many inftances, from 

that both of Otaheite and New-Zealand; but, 
notwithftanding that, a great number of word$ 

are either very little changed, or exactly the fame. 

The language, as fpoken by the Friendly Wan
<lers, is fufficiently copious to exprefs all their 
ideas; and, befides being tolerably harmonious 
in common converfation, is eafily adapted to the 

purpofes of muuc. They have terms to lignify 
numbers as far as a hundred thoufand, beyond 
'Which they either would not, or could not, 
recon. 

The latitude of that part of TongataboQ, where
our obfervatory was erected, which was near the 
middle of the north-fide of the ifi.and, was, ac
cording to the moft accurate obfervations,~ 2 I 0 

8' 19" fomh; and its longitude was 184,\1 55 ~ 
18'/ eaft . 

. The tides are more confiderable at the Friendly 
Inands, than at any other of Captain Cook's di£. 

coveries 
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t:overies in this ocean, that are fituate within 
'either of the tropics. At Annamooka the tide 
rifes and falls about fix feet, upon a perpendi~ 
cular. At Tongataboo, it rifes and falls four 
feet and -three quarters, on the full and change 

days s and three feet and a half at the quadratures, 

X2 A VOY-
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BOO KIll. 

OCCURRENCES AT OTAHEITE AND THE SOCIETY 

ISLES; AND PROSECUTION OF TH,E VOYAGi TO 

THE COAST OF NORTH-AMERICA. 

C HAP. [ 
Heavy Sqttall-'I'he ljtand of 'l'oobouai ailc()vered

lIS Situation, Extent, and Produce-Dejcriptipn 
of the Perjons, Drejs, and Canoes, of its lnha. 
bitants-Arrival in Obeitepeha Bay at Ota. 
heite-Omai's Reception-His imprudent Con-. 
tiufi-/lc,count of two SpaniJh Ships which had 
twice viJited Otaheite-Great Demand for red 
Felltbers-Captain Cook vijits a Chief, who wa$ 

laid by Omai to be the J;od of Bolabola-Account 
()f the Houfe eretled by tbe Spaniards-InJcrip
lions-Allowance of Grog leJ!ened-The Cap
tain's Interview v,;ith Waheiadooa-DeJcriptioli 
of a 'Ioopapaoo-An Enthujiajl-1be Ships ancho1)< 
in Matavul Bay. 

WE had now taken our final lea-ve of th~ 
Friendly Wands. On the 17th of July, 

at eight o'clo<;k in the evening, Eooa'bore north. 

eall 
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~afl: by north, diftant three or four leagues. The 
wind blew a frelli gale at eaft. Vie ilood to the 

fouth, till after fix o'clock the next morning. 

when, from the fame direction, a fudden fquaIl 
took our {hip aback; and before we could trim 

the fhips on the other tack) the main-fail and 
the top-gallant f"ils wereconfiderably torn. 

On the 19th and 20th, the wind kept between 

the fouth-wefl, and fouth-eaft; then it veered 
to the eaft, north-eaa, and north. 

We ftretched to the eaa fouth-eaft, without 

meeting with any thing remarkable, till the 29th, 
at feven o'clock in the evening, when we had a 

very heavy [quaIl of wind from the norch. We 
were, at this time, under fingle-reefed top-f..lils 2 

courfes, and fray-fails. Two of the latter were 

a~moft demolifhed by the wind, and it was with 
the utmorr difficulty that we faved the other fails. 

This fquaIl being over, we faw 1-everallights mov_ 
ing abom on board the Difcovery; whence we COfi_ 

je'B:ured that fomething had given way; and, the 

next morning, we percei,ved that her main-t0p

mail had been loft. Both wind and we.vh-rr rc
mained very unfettled till nooo, when the ldtter 
de~red up, and the former [ceded In the oo~h

welt quarter. VI e were now in the latitude of 

28 Q 6' fauth, and our longitude was 1980 2~" eaft. 

We faw fame pintado-birds, which were the firLt 

W~ ~ad fe~n (inee we left the land. 

X3 At 
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OC:CURRENCES AT OTAHEITE AND' THE SOCIETY 

ISLES; AND PROSECUTION OF TH,E vaY AGi TO 

THE COAST OF NORTH-AMERICA. 
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C HAP. [ 
Heavy Sqztall-'I'he Jjland of ~oobouai Jilcovered

Its Situation, Extent, and Produce-DeJcriptipn 
of the Perjons, DreJs, and Canoes, of its Inha .. 
l;itants-Arrival in Obeitepeha Bay at Ota~ 
heite-Omai's Reception-His imprudent Con-. 
iutl-Ac,eount of two SpaniJh Ships which had 
twice vijited Otaheite-Great Demand for red 
Feathers-Captain Cook viJits a Chief, who wti$ 

laid by Omai to be the J;od of Bo/abola-Account 
of the Haufe ereaed by the Spaniards-Infer;p
lions-Al!owance of Grog leJ!ened-'lhe Cap
,ain's Interview with Waheiadooa-DeJcriptio1f. 
of a 'loopapaoo-An Enthujiajt-1be Ships aneho" 
in Malavza Bay. 

WE had now taken our final leaTe of th~ 
Friend Iy Wands. On the 17th of J uly~ 

at eight o'clock in the eveningJ Eooa'bore north. 

eail 
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~aft by north, diftant three or four leagues. The 

wind blew a freih gale at eaft. We ftood to the 
fouth, till after fix o'clock the next morning, 

when, from the fame direction, a [udden fquall 

took our fhip aback; and before we could trim 

the !hips on the other tack) the main-fail and 

the top-gallant fails were confiderably torn. 

On the 19th and 20th, the wind kept between 

the fouth-weft, and fouth-eaft; then it veered 

to the eaft, north-ea(t, and north. 

We ftretched to the' ea(t fouth-eaft, withouc 

meeting with aoy thing remarkable, till the 291h, 
\ 

at [even o'clock in the, evening, when we had a 

very heavy [quaIl of wind from the nonh. We 
were, at this time, under fingle-re,efed top-f'lils, 
cour(es, and fray-fails. Two of the latter were 
a~moft demolifhed by the wind, and it was with 

the mmorr difficulty that we faved the other [ails. 

This fquall being over, we faw ieverallights mov

ing about on board tbe Difcovery; whence we con~ 

je'a:ured that fomething had given way; and, the 
next morning~ we percei,ved that her main-top

mafr had been loft. Both wind ancl wea,her re;

mained very unfettled till noon, when the Litter 
deared up, and the former fetried 10 the no~h

welt quarter. VI e were now in the latitude of 

2Bt> 6 ' fauth, an<;l our longitude was 1930 23 ~ eaft. 

We raw fome pintado"birds, whiCh were the tlrft 

WL! ~ad fe~n· ijnee we left the land. 

X3 At 
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At noon, on the 3 Ift, Captain Clerke made 3 

fignal to fpeak with Captain Cook; and after
wards informed him, that the head of the main
mafl: had fprung, and in fuch a manner, as tQ 

render the rigging of another top-maft extremely 

dangerous; that he muft therefore rig fomething 
lighter in its place. He further informed him~ 
that he had 1bft his main-top gaJlant-:yard; and 
had not another on board, nor a fpar to make one. 
Captain Cook rent him the Refolution's fprit,,: 
f.il-top-fail-yard, whiGh fupplied this want for 

the pre[~nt. The next day, by getting up ajury

top-mall, on which h~ fet a mizen-tap-fail, h~ 
was enab:ed to keep way with the Refolutio.t\. 

W~e fteered eaft-north-eafr, and north-eaft~ 

without mee·ting wi~h any remarkable occurrence 
till the morning of the 8th of Augufr, at eleven 
o'clock; when land was ob[erved bearing north,,: 

north-eaft, about nine or ten leagues diftant. At 

firft it appeared like fo many feparate iflands_; 

but, as we approached, we fOl.md it was all con
nected, and formed one and the fame Wand. We 
11:eered directly for it with a fine gale, and, at 
half paft fix in the afternoon, it extended fro~ 
north by eaft, to north-north-eaft, diftant three 
or four leagues. 

At day-break, the next morning, we fl:een~d 
for the north-weft fide of the ifland, and as we 
frood round its fouth-weft parr, we Caw it guard

~ bJ a reef of coral rocl),) extending) in fame 

places, 
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places, at leaft a mile from the land, and a high 

_furf breaking upon it. As we drew near, we faw 

people walking or running along afhore, 011 [eve

ra~ parts of the coaft, and, in a 1110rt time afcer, 

when we had reached the lee-fide of the iQand, 

we faw two canoes launched, in which were abom 

a dozen-men who paddled towards tJs. 

In order to give there canoes time to come up 
with us, as well as to found for anchorage, we 

fuortened fail; and, at the difl:ance of half a mile 

from the reef, W~ found from forty to thirty-five 

fathoms water. The canoes, after h1ving ad

vanced within piftol-fhot of the fhips, fuddenly 

!topped. Omai was de fired, as was ufual on fuch 

occaftons, to endeavour to prevail upon the men 

in them tq come nearer; but no arguments could 

jnduce them to truft themfelves within our reach. 

They often pointed e(1gerly to the fhore with their 

paddles, at the fame time calling to llS to go 
thither; and many of their people who were 

fiaoding upon the beach, held up fome[hing 

white in their hands, which we conftrued ~s an 

invitation for us to land. We could eaft! y have 

accomplifhed this, there being good anchorage 

. without the reef, and an opening in it, rhrough 

which the ca~oes had paffed, which had no furf 
upon it. But the Captain did not chufe to rilk 

the advant:ge of a fair wind; in order fa examine 
an iOand, that appeared to be but of little con· 

fequence. We required no refreihment3, if we 

X 4 had 
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had been certain of meeting with them there" 
and therefore, after making feveral unfeccefsful 
attempts to prevail upon thefe people to come 
Ileaf us, we made fail to the north, and left them; 
having f\rfl: learned that the name of their iOand 

was Toobouai. It is fituated in the larirude of 
!l3° 25' [')uth ; and in 2. 10° 37! eaft longitude. 

The greareft extent of this ifiand, in any di
rection, is not above five or QX miles. Small" 
however, as it ap?ears, there are hills in it of 

a confiderable elevation; at the foot of which, is 

a narrow border cf flat land, extend:ng almoft aU 

round it, bordered wi ,h a white fand-beach. The: 

hills were covered with htrb~geJ except a few 
rocky cliffs, wirh patches of trees int~rfperfed to 

their fummies. This iOand, as we were inform"': 
ed by the men in the canoes, is plentifully ftocked 

with hogs and fowls j and produces the feveral 
kinds of fruitg and roots that are t.o be met with 
at the other ina,lds in this neighbourhood. 

From the c:mverfation we had with thofe who 

came off to us, vie difcover.ed tbat the inhabitants 
of To()b'"luai fpl',k the Oraheite l,anguage; an 
indubitable proof that they are of the fame na

tion. Thort! whom we faw in the canoes, were a 
flout coppe~-cohured p·op!e; fame weari~g thtir 
bair (which was fbaihht and black) flowing about 

the ihoulden, and others having it tied in a bURch 
on the crown of the head. Their faces were 
roundiili "tno full, but the features flat; and their 

count ... 



PACIFIC OCEAN. 3'J 

~ountenances expreffed a degree of natural fero

,city. Their covering was a piece of narrow ftuff 

wrapped round the waift, and pafling between 

the thighs; but fame of thofe whom we beheld 
l,Ipon the beach, were compleatly clothed in white. 

Some of our vifiters, in the canoes, had their 
necks ornamented with pearl-fueHs; and one of 

them conti~ued blowing a large conch!helJ, to 
which a reed, of about two feet long) was fixed» 
he began i,l1 a long tone, without any variation; 

and ~fterwards cooverted it into a kind of mufical 

ipftrumenc. Whether the blowing of'the conch 

portended any thing, we cannot fay, but we never 
found it the meffenger of peace. 

The length of their canoes appeared to be about 

thirty feet, and they rofe about two feet above the 

furface of the water, as they floated. The fore
part projeeted a little; the after-part rofe to the 
peight of two or three feet, with a gradual curve, 

~nd, liI):,e the upper part of the fides, was carvc;:d 
;111 ove;. The rell: of the fides were ornamented 

with flat white !hells curioufly difpofed. There 

Were eight men in one of the canoes, and feven in 

the other. They were condueted with fmall pad
dles, whofe blades were almoit circular; and they 
fometimes paddled, with the two oppofite fides :'0 
flofe together, that they appeared to be but one 
boat; the rowers occafionally turning their faces 
to t,he itern, and pulling that way, withom pad

~liDg the <;:anoe~ roupd. Seeing we were (ie-
lermine4 
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termined to leave them, they flood up, and re
peatea fomething aloud; but we kr.ew not whe,,: 
ther they were exprefIing their enmity, or friend. 
:lhip. It is certain, however, that they had not 
any weapons with them; nor could we with 

our glaffes difcover, that thofe on fuore were 

armed. 
Leaving the ifland, we fteered to the north with 

a frefu gale, and, at day-break, on the 12th, we 
perceived the ifland of Maitea. Otaheite ap,. 
peared foon after; the point of Oheitepeha bay 
bearing weft, about four leagues diftant. We 
fleered for this bay, intending to anchor there, in 
order to draw fame refrefhments from the fouth ... 

eaft part of the ifland, before we proceeded to 
Matavai, where w; expeCted our principal' fup
ply. We had a frefh gale till two o'clock in the 
afternoon; when, at about a league from the bay, 

the wind fuddenly died away. About two hours 
after, we had fudden fqualls, with rain, from the 
eaft. About nine o'clock, we were obliged to 
ftand out, and fpend the night at fea. 

As we drew near the ifland, we were attended 
by feveral canoes, each conducted by two or three 

men. But, as they were of the lower clafs, Omat 
feemed to take no particular notice of them, nor 
they of him. They did not even know, that he 
was one of their c:ountrymen, though they had 
for fome time converfed with him. At length a 
chicf~ whom Captain Cook had known before, 

named 
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p;Jmed Ootee, and Omai's brother-in-law, who 
~appened to be now at this corner of the Wand, 
fl.nd three <;lr four others, altof whom knew Omai~ 

pefore he embarked with Captain Furneaux, came 

on board. Yet there was nothing in thoe leaft 
tender or ihikingin their meeting, bot, on the 

f:ontrary, a perfect indifference on both fides,. 
till Oinai, conducting his brother into the cabin, 

opened a drawer, and gave him a Pew red feathers. 
This circurnflance being [oQn communicated to 

the reU: of the natives on deck, Ootee, who be
fore would hardly fpeak to him, now begged, 

~hat they might be tayos (friends) and exchange 
names.Omai accepted of the honour, and a. 
prefent of red feathers ratified the agreement; and 

Ootee, by-way of recol11penfe, fent a(hore for a 
pogo It was evident, however, to all of us, that 

it was not the man, but his property, that they 

efteemed. Had he not exhibited his treafure of 

red feachers, a <;<?mmodity highly eitimated in 

~he iOand, it is a matter of great doubt whether 

they would have beftowed a fingle cocoa-nut upon 

him. S~ch was Omai's firft reception among 
his countrymen, and we never e~peaed it would 

pe otherwife j but we fuppofed, that the valua~le 

cargo of pre[ents, with which he had been load. 

ed by the liberality qf his friends in England, 

would he the certain means of r\iifing him into 

,confequence among the fid! per[ons throughout 

~he extent of the Soci~ty Wands. This, indeed, 
. . m~ 
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mult have been the cafe, had he conducted him

:£elf with any degree of pruden~e; but he paid 

little or no attention to the repeated advice of 
his well-wi !hers, and laid himfelf open to every 

impofirion. 
We underftood (rom the· natives who came off 

to ~s, that fioce Captain Cook laft vifited this 
Wand in 1774, two other fhips had twice been in 
Oheiteptha-bay, and had lefe animals tnere, like 

thofe we had on board. But, on enquiry into the 
particulars, we found, that they confifl:ed only 
of hogs, dogs, goats, a bull, and the male of 

another animal, which they fo imperfeCtly de
fcribed, that we could not conjecture what it was. 
Thefe !hips, ,they informed us, had come from If. 

place called Reema; which w~ fuppofed to be 
Lima, the capital of Peru, and that thefe late 
viHters were confequently Spaniards. They told 
us, that the fira time they arrived, they built a 
houfe, al\d left behind them two priefts, a boy or 

fervant, and a perfon called Mateema; taking 
3\Yay with them, when they failed, four of the 
natives i that about ten months afterwards, the 
fame fhips returned, bringing back only two of 
the natives, the other two having died at Lima; 
and that, after a !hort fray, they took away the 

people they had left; but tha~ the houfe which 
they erected was left ftahding. . 

News having been propagated on !hore, of red 
futhc:rs being on board our fhips, we were, early 

the: 
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~lle next morning, fu'rrounded by a multi~ude of 
canoes, crowded with people, with plenty of hogs 
and fruits. A quantity of feathers, which might 
be taken from the body of a tom-tit, would, at 
that time, purchafe a hog of forty or fifty pounds 
weight. But as the whole £hips crew were pof

feired of fome of this precious article of trade, 
it decreafed above five hundred per cent. in its 
value in. a few hours. However, the balance, 

even then, was confiderably in our favour, and 
red feathers frill preferved their fuperioriry over 

every other commodity. Some of the ifianders 
would not c;lifpofe of a hog, without receiving an 
axe in exchange; but nails, and beads, and many 
other trinkets, which, during our former voyages, 
were held in high eihmation at this Wand, were 
now fo much defpifed, that fc,,{ would even deign 

to look at them. 
Not having wind in the morning, it was nine 

o'clock before we could anchor in the bay, when 

we moored with the two bowers. . We had not 
long anchored, before Omai's fifler<:ame on board, 

to congratulate him on his arrival. It was pleafing 
to obferve, that, to the honour of each of them, 

their meeting was marked with efCpremons of the 
tendereft affection., more cafil y conceived than 

defcribed. 
When this affecting fceoe was elofed, and the 

£hip properly moored, Omai attended Captain 
Cook on !hore. The Captain's firft objeCt wai 

to 
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to pay a vifit to a man whom Omai repreferited 

as a very extraordinary perfonage indeed, faying 
he was the God of Bolabola. They faw him 

feated under one of thofe awnin~s, which are ufu· 

ally carried in their larger canoes. He was old, 

and had fo far loil the ufe of his limbs, that he 

was carried from place to place upon a hand-bar

row. By fame, he was called Olla, or Orrn~ 

which is the name of the God of Bolabola; but 

his real name was Etary. From Omai's extra
ordinary account of this perron, the Captain ex· 
petl:ed to have feen religious adoration paid to 

him: but he faw very little to diftinguifh him 

from their other chiefs. Omai prefented to him 

a tuft of red feathers, faftened to the end of a 
fmall flick; but, after a little converfation- with 

this Bolabola man, his attention was excited by 

the prefence of his mother's fifter, who was al .. 

ready at his feet, and had bedewed them plenti

fully with tears of joy. The Captain left him 

with the old lady in this fituation, furrounded 

by a number of people, and went to take a fur.: 

vey of the houfe faid to have been eretted by

the flrangers who had lately landed here. He 
found it ftill ftanding at a fmall diftance from the -

beach. It was compofed of wooden materials, 

Which appearc:d to have been brought hither; 

ready preparc:d, in order to fet up as occafion 
might require; for the planks were all number

ode It confifted of two fmall rooms, 'in the inner 

of 
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. of which, were a bedftead, a bench, a table, fomll: 

old ,hats, and other trifles, of which the natives 

feemed to be remarkably careful, as well as of 
the building itfelf, which had received no injury 

from the weather, a kind of !bed having been 
eretted over it. Scuttles, fervin'g as air-holes;! 
appeared a11 round the building; and, perhaps, 
they were alfo meant for the additional pur. 
pofe of firing from, with muikets,if neceffity 

1hould require it. A wooden crofs was placed 
ata little diftance from the front, on the tranf· 

verfe part of which appeared the following, in· 
fcription : 

Chrijlus 'Vincit. 

On the perpendicular part (which confirmed our 

conjecture that the two ihips were Spaniih) was 

engraved" 

Carolus III. impcrat, 1774. .., 
And on the other fide of the poft, Captain Cook 
very properly preferved the memory of the prior 

vifits of the Englifh, by infcribing~ 

Georgius tertius rex, 
Annis 1767, 

1769, 1773, 1774, ct 1777. 
I -

• Near the foot of the crofs the ifianders pointed 

out to us the grave of the Commodore of the 
two fhips, who died here, ,while they lay in the 
bay, on their firft a-rrival. . His name, as near as 

we could gather from their pronunciation, was 
Oreede. 
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Oreede. The Spaniards, whatever their inteiltion-f 
might be in vifiting this Wand, feemed to have 

taken infinite pains to have ingratiated themfelves' 

with the natives; who, upon all occafions l wen.; 

tioned them with the ftrongelt ttims of efteem 

and venention. 
On this occafion, the Captain met with no 

chief of any confiderable note excepting the aged 

perfonage above defcribed. Waheiadooa, king 
.of Tiaraboo, (as this part of the iOand is called 

by the natives) was now abfent; and we were 
afterwards informed, that (though his name was 

the fame) he was not the fame perf on as the chief 
whom Capt;;.in Cook had feen here in 1774; but 
his brother, a youth of ten years of age, who 

had fucceeded the elder Waheiadooa. We alfo 
difcovered, that the celebrated Oberea was dead; 

but that Oroo, and all our other friends, were 

living. 
When, Captain Cook retutned from the houfe 

er~aed by the Spaniards, he found Omai harangu
ing a very large company; and could wi,h diffi

culty difengage him to accompany him aboard; 
where he had to fettle a matter of importance. 

Knowing that Otaheite, and the neighbour:ng 
ifiands, could fuppJy/ us plentifully wittl cocda

nuts, the liquor of which is a molt ,:xcellent be

verage, he wiihed to prevail upon his people to' 

conftnt to be abridged, for a ilion time, of their 

ftated allowance of fpiritll to mix with water. 

But 
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'But :\s this, without affigning fome powerful rea
fon, might have occaflOned a gennal murmur 

> 
he aifembled (he !hip's company, to communi-

cate to them the intent of the voyage, and the 

extent of our ftitute operations. He took notice 

of the gener-ous rewards offered, by parliament, 
to {uch as !hall firft difc::over a communication. 

between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, in the 
Northern Hemifphere, as well as tq thofe whQ 
{haH firft penetrate beyond the 89th degree of 

northern latitude. He [aid, that he did not en

certain a doubt, that he fhould find them ready 

to co-operate wlth him in attempting to obtain 

ene, or both thefe rewards; but that it would 
be nc:ceifary to be ftrictly reconomical in the ex,· 

penditure of our £tores and provifions, as we had 

not a chance of getting a (upply afrer leaving 
thefe iOands. He further obfen'ed, [hat the du

ration of our voyage would exceed by a year, ali: 

!eaft, what had been originally fuppofed, by 

our having loft (he opportunity of getting to the 

north this fummer. He begged them to conu

der the various obl1ruttiorlS, and aggravated hard
!hips, they muft yet labour under, if they fhould 
be under [he necellty of .being put to fhort al~ 

lowance, of any [pecies of provifions, in <$, cold 

climate. He therefore fubmitred to them, whe

ther, it would not be the moft advifeable [0 be 
prudent· i, time, and rather than run the rifk of 

having their fpirits exhallfted~ when th~y might 

VOL. I.-,No 6. Y be 
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be m"a wanted; to confent to be without their 
grog at prefent, when we could fupply its place 
with fa excellent a liquor as that of cocoa-nuts. 
He added neverthelefs, that he would leave the 
determination entirely to their own choice. 

This propofal did not remain a moment under 
confideration, and Captain Cook had the fat if
faCtion to find that it was unanimoul1y approved 
of. He ordered Captain Clerke to make a fimi
lar propofal to his people; which they allo rea .. 
dily agreed to. The ferving of grog was there
fore immediately flopped, except on Saturday 
nights, when all the men had a full allowance of 
it, to enable them to drink their healths of their 
female friends in England; left, amidft the pretty 
girls of Otaheite) they lhould be totally forgotten. 

We began, the next day, fome neceffary ope
rations; fuch as infpeCting the provifions in the 

main and fore-hold, getting the ca1ks of beef and 

pork, &c. out of the ground tier, and putting a 
quantity of ballafl in their place. The lhip was 
mdered to be caulked, which 111e frood in much 
need of; having, at times, made a confiderable 
deal of water on our pafTage from the friendly 
lfiands. Captain Cook alfo put his cattle on 

fuore, and appointed . two of his men to look 
after them while grazing; not intending to leave 
any of them on this part of the il1and. 

It rained, almoft inceifantly, the two following 
.JArs ; notwithflanding which, we were vifited by 

the 
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: the '11:atives from every quarter, the news of our 

arrival having moil: rapidly fpread. Waheiadooa, 

though at a confiderable diil:ance, had been in. 

formed of it ; and in the afternoon of the 16th, 
a cnief, named Etorea, who was his tutor, brought 

Captain Cook two hogs as a prefent from him i 
acquainting him, at the fame time, that he him

felf would attend him the day after. He was 

punCtual to his promife; for the Captain receiv

ed a mdfage from him early the next morning, 

notifying his arrival, and requeUing he would go 

alliore to meet him, In canfequence of this in

vitation, Omai and he prepared to make him a 
formal vific. Omai, on this occafion, took fome 
pains to drefs himfelf, not after the manner of 
the Engllih, nor that of Otaheite, or Tongata_ 
boo, or in the drefs of :my other country upon 

earth; but in a frrange medley of all the habili.; 

ments and ornaments he wa~ poifdfed of. 

Thus equipped, they got albore, and firil: paid 
a vifit to Etary j who, carried on a hand-borrow~ 

accompanied them to a largG building, where he 

Was fet down; Omai feated himfelf on on~ fide 
of him, and Captain Cook on the other. The 
Captain caufed a piece of Tongataboo doth to 
be fpread, on which wt're placed the prefents he 
intended to make. The young Chief foon after 

arrived, attended by his mother) and feveral prin

cipal men, who all feated themfelves oppofite to 
us. A man who fat near the CaFtain, rnade a 

y z lhor 
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iliort (peech, conIifti n g of feparate fentences-;. 
part of which was dictated by rhoit: about him. 
Another, on the oppofite fide, near the chief, 
{poke next; Frary after him, and {hen Omal, &c. 
The [ubjects of thefe orations were Captain Cook'S' 
arrival, and his connexions with them. Amongfi 
other things, one of them told the Captain, tha~ 

the men of Reema (the Spaniards) defired they 
would not fuffer him to come into OheitepehaBay,. 
if he iliould return again to the Wand, for thar: 
it was their property; but that, fo far from re~ 

garding this requeft, he was authorized now' to' 

furrender to him'the province of Tiatabco, and 
every thing that was in it. It is evident from 
this, that thefe people are no {hangers to the po
licy of accommodating themfdves to prefent cir
cumftances. The young chief, at length, was 
directed, by his attendants, to embrace Captain 
Cook; and, as a confirmation of this treaty of 
friendiliip, they exchanged names. After there 
ceremonies were over, he and his triends accom
panied the Captain) to dine with him on board. 

Omai had prepared, as a prefene for Oroo, the 
king of the whole iI1and, a 'lnaro, compofed of 
red and yellow feathers; ano, confidering where 
we were, it was a pre rene of great value. Cap
tain Cook endeavoured to prevail on him not to

produce it now, wifhing him to keep it till he 
~~d an opportunity of prefenting it to Otoo with 
l.IS 0'1'10 hands. But he entertained too good an 

OpInlOn 
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()'Pi~on of the fidelity 9f his countrymen, to be 
guided by his advice. He was determined to 
carry it afhore, on this oecafion, and to give 
it to Waheiadooa, to be forwarded by him to 

Otoo, and added to the royal maro. By this ma
nagement, he fuppofed he fhould oblige both 
chiefs; on the contrary, he highly difobliged that 
whofe favour was of the mott confequence tli) 
him, without obtaining any reward from the 
other. The Captain was prophetic upon this oc
canon; for Waheiadooa, .. he expe8:ed, kept 
the mal'O for himfelf, and only fent to Otoo about 
a twentieth part of what compofed the magnifi-
cent prefent. • 

On the 19th, Captain Cook received, from 
the young chief, a prefem of ten or a dozen hogs, 
fome clo,h, and a quantity of fruit. In the even
ing, we exhibited fome fireworks, which both 
pleafed and afronilhed the numerous (peaators. 

Some of our gentleman, in their walks, difcover
€d. as they thought, aRoman Catholic chapel. They 
defcribed the altar which they [aid they had feen, 
and every other con[lituent p~rt of [ueh a place 
of worfhip. They mentioned, however, at the 
fame time, that JWO perfons, who had tbe care 
of it, would not permit tbem to go in; on which, 
a.ccount'the Captain imagined they were mifiaken, 
and had the curiofity to pay a vifit to it himfe1f. 
The fuppofed chapel happened to be a toopapaoo, 
in which the body of the late Wahciadooa lay, in 

y 3 a kind 
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a kind of frate. It was in a pretty large lfOure~ 
enclofed with a low palifade. The toopapc:oo was 
remarkably neat, and refembled one of thofe 

little awnings over their large canoes. It was 

hung and covered with cloths and mats of a va
riety of colours, which had a beautiful effeCt; 
One piece of fcarlet broad cloth of the length of 
four or five yards, appeared confpicuous amon/?i 
the other ornaments; which had probably been 
received as a prefent from the Spaniards. This 
cloth, and fome taffels of feathers, fuggeCted to 

our gentlemen the idea of a chapel; and their 
imagination fupplied whatever eIre was wanting
to create a refemblance: hearing that the Spi~ 
niards had vifited this plac~, might alfo operate 
on their minds upon this occafion, and add to 
the probability of its being a chapel. Small of .. 
ferings of fruits and roots feemed to be daily 
made at this ihrine, fame pieces being now quit~ 
frefh. Thefe were depofited on a kind of altar, 

which frood without the palifades; within which 
we were not permitted to emer. Two men con
ftantly attended here, both night and day; as 

well to watch over the place, as to drefs and un
drefs the toopapaoo. When Captain Cook went 
to furvey it, the cloth and its appendages were 
rolled up; but, at his requefr, the two attendants 
placed it in order, but not till afrer they had 

~re1fed themfelve. in clean white robes. T"c 

chief~ 
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ch ief, we were infom1ed~ had been dead about 
twenty months. 

Having provided a frelli fupply of water, and 
finilhed all our necelfary operations, on the 22d 

we brought off our animals from fhore, and made 

ready for fea. While the {hips were unmooring, 

Omai a .. d CajJtain Cook landed, in. the morning 
of the 23d, to take leave of the young chief. 
While they were with him, one of thofe perfons, 
whom they call Eatooas, from a perfualion that 

they poiJefs the fpirie of the divinity, prefented 
himfelf before them. He had all the appearances 
of infanity about him, and his only covering was 

a quantity of planting leaves wrapped round his 
waifi:. He uttered what he had to fay in a low, 
fq ueaking voice, fo as hardly to be underftood. 
ButOmai faid he perfeCl:ly comprehended him, and 
that he was advifing Waheiadooa not to accom

pany Captain Cook to Matavia, an expedition 
which he had never known that he intended, nor 

had the Captain ever made fuch a propofal to 
him. The Ealooa alfo prediCl:ed, that the !hips 
would not arrive that day at Matavai. In this, 
however, he was miftaken; though appearances, 
at that time, favoured his affertion, as there was 

not a fingle breadth of wind in any direCtion. 

While he was delivering his prophecy, a heavy 

{hower of rain came on, which occalioned all to 
run for fhelrer, except himfelf, who appeared to 
difregard it:. He continued fqueaking about half 

y 4 an 
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an ho~rJ and then retired. No attention~'aa 
paid to what he uttered, though fome of the na,
rives laughed at him. 

Captain Cook afked the chief, whether he wa~ 
an Earee or a 'fowtow? The anfwer he received 
was, that he wa s toata eno, that is, a bad man. 
And yet, notwithftanding this, and the little no
tice taken of the mad prophet, fuperibtion fo far governs the natives, that they abfolutely believe 
fueh perfons to be poffeffed with the fpirie of the 
Eatooa. Omai [eemed to be well inftructed con .. 
cerning them. He faid, that, during the fits, 
with which they are feized, they know nobody, 
and that if anyone of them is a man of pro. 
perty, he will then give away every moveable 
he po1fe1fes, if his friends do not puc them out of his reach; and when he recovers, he [eerns 
not to have the leaft remembraQce of what he 
had done during the time the fit was upon him. 

Soon after the Captain got on board, a light 
breeze [pringing up at eaft, we got under fail, 
and the Refolution anchored, the fame eveningJ at Matavai Bay; but the Difeovery did not geE 
in till the next morning; confequently the man's 
}'rophecy was half fulfilled. 

C; HAP. 
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C HAP. II. 

Interview wi/b Otoo~ King of Otaheite-Imprudent' 
Behaviour of Omai-VlJrious Animals landed

Occupations on Sbore-Vifit from a Native who 
had been at Lima-Account of Oedidee-Falfe 
Report-The {/landers make a precipitate Retreat~ 
put Joon return-a Rebellion in Eimeo-Council 
of Chitj.r-War with Eimeo rifo/wd on-A Hu~ 

.man Sacrifice-Circumflantial DeJcriplion of that 
$olemn£ty-Cf'he great 1'v[orai at Attaboor9o de

Jcribed-Behaviour of the Natives during the 
Ceremony-Par timlar Cufloms. 

ON Sunday the 24th, in the morning, Otoo, 
. the king of the whole iOanci, accompanied 

by a great number of the natives in their canoes, 

came from Oparre, his place of refidence, and 

having landed on Matai Point, rent a meffenger 
on board, intimating his deGre to fee Captain 

Cook t1}.ere. He accordingly went albore, at

tended by Omai, and fome of the officers. They 

found a vaft mu1tlt~de of people ,.ffembled on 
this occaGon, in the midft of whom was the king, 

with his father, his two brothtrs, and three fillers. 
The Captain went towards him and faluted him, 
being followed by Omai, wh~ kneeled and em
hraced his legs. Though Omai had prepared 

bim(~lf fo~ this ceremonYI by d~effing himfelf in 
his 
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his beft apparel, and behaved with great refpect 

and mode(ty, yet very little notice was taken of 

him. He made the king a prefent of two or 

three yards of gold cloth, and a large piece of red 

feathers, and the Captain gave him a gold-laced 
bat, a fuit of fine linen, fome tools, a quantity 

of red feathers, and one of the bonnets worn at 

the Friendly Wands. 

This viGt being over, the king, and all the 

royal family, accompanied Cap~3in Cook on board, 

followed by feveral canoes, plentifully laden with 

all kind of provifions. Each of the family ownt'd 

a part; fa that the Captain had a prefent from 

everyone of them; and each received from him 

a feparate prefent in return. Not long after, the 

king's mother came on board, bringing with her 

fome provifions and cloth, which the divided h" 
tween the Commodore aud Omai; Th')iJ;:I! the 

latter was but little noticed at firft by jl,' country
men, they no fooner gained information G. his 
wealth, than they began to court his friendfhlp. 

Captain Cook encouraged this as far as Jay in his 

power, being delirous of fixing him with Otoo. 
Intending to leave all his European animals at this 

iOand, he thought Omai would be able to give 

the natives fome inftruCtion with regaJd to their 

ufe, and the management 'of them. Befides, the 
Captain was convinced, that the farther he was 

removed from his native iOand, the more he would 

be refpeCted. Eur, unfortunately, Omai rejeCted 

'his 
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his advice, and behaved in fo imprudent a man
ner, that he foon loft the friendihip of Otoo, and 
~f all the moft confiderable per[ons at Otaheite. 

He affociated with none but ftrangers and va-ga
bonds, whofe fole intention was to plunder him: 
and, if the Captain had not interfered, they would 

not have left him a fing}e article of any coofe

quence. This cDndutt drew upon him. the ilI
.will of the principal chiefs; who found that they 

could not obtain, from anyone in either ihip, 
fuch valuable prefents as were beftowed by Omai 

on the loweft of the people. After dinner, a party 
,of us aC,companied Oroo to Oparre, taking with 
us fome poultry, confifring of a peacock and hen, 
a turkey-cock and hen, three geefe, one gander, 
four ducks, and. a drake. All thefe we left at 

,Oparre, in the poffeffion of Oroo; and thefe gee[e 
and ducks began to breed before we failed. We 
found there a gander, that Captain Wallis had 
given to Oberea ten years before; we alfo met 
with feveral goats, and the Spaniili bull, whom 
they kept tied to a tree, near the habitation of 
Otoo. We never beheld a finer animal of his 
kind. He now belonged to Etary, and had been 
conyeyed from Oheitepeha to this place, in order 
to be fhipped [or Bolabola. The next day the 
,Commodore fent to this bull the three cows that 

;.< .. 

he had .on board; and the bull, which he had 
,1:>rought, the horfe, and mart', and fheep, were 

~o;.v p~t ailJore at Matavai. Having thus dif~ 
, pofed 
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pored of thefe animals, he found himfelf eafed ()t 
the extraordinary trouble and vexation that had 

attended the bringing this living cargo to fuch a 

&ftance. 
As Captain Cook intended to continue here a 

confiderable time, we fet up our two obfervatories 

on Matavai Point; and, adjoining to them, two 

tents were pitched, fQr the reception of a guard, 

and of fuch pe.ople as might be left on {hore, in 

different departments, The command, at this 

nation, was intrufted to Mr. King; who alfo at. 

tended the aftronomical and other obfervations. 

While we remained here, the crews of both {hips 

were occupied in many neceffaryoperations. The 

Difcovery's main-maft was carri~d afhore, and 
made as good as it had ev·er been before. Our 

fails and water-caiks were repaired 0 both our 

1hips were caulked j and the rigging was com· 

pletely over-hauled. We likewife infpetled the 

bread that we had on board in caiks, and found 
that but little of i1: was damaged. 

On the :26th, a piece of ground was cleared for 
a garden, and planted with feveral articles; very 

few of which will, probably, be looked after by 

the natives. Some potatoes, melons, and pine-

2!lpple plants, were in a £lir ·way Qf fucceeding be
fore we quitted the place. We had brought, 

from the Fr.endly IOands, feveral {haddock-trees, 

which we alfo planted here; and they will in all 

probability fucteed, unlefs their growth 1hould 

be 
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be checked by the fame idle and prem lture curio. 

flty which ddhoyed a vine planted at Oheitepeha 
by the Spaniards. Many of the natives affemble:l 

so tafh: the firlt fruit it produced; but, the grape;; 

being {till four, they conudered it as a little better 

than poifon, and trod it under foot. In that ftate 
Omai a£cidentally found ir, and was rejoiced a1: 
the difcovery; for he was confidenr, that if I~t! 
had but grapes, he could eafily ma~~e wine. Ac· 

cordingly, he had feveral nips cut off from the 

tree, with an intention of carrying them away 
with him: and we pruned, and put in order, the 
remains of it. 

Before we had been two days at anchor in Ma

tavai Bay, we wae vifited b-y all our old friends~ 

w hofe names are mentioned in the narrative of 

Captain Cook's Iaft voyage. Not one of them 

came with empty hands; fo that we had an amaz~ 
jog quantity of proviliom, without any appre

henlions of exhaufting the ifland, which prefented 
to our eyes every mark of the moll: exuberant fer
tility and abundance. Soon after we had arrived 
here, one of the i!1anders, whom the Spaniards 

had carried with them to Lima, p.aid us a yific. 
btlt) in his exterior appeara~{;e, he was not diftin

guilhable from the reft of his lountrymen. He
flill remembered fome Spanifh words, among 
which the moft frequent were, fi SC1Inor. He 
a1[0 found here the young man whom we called 
O~didee) but whofe real name is Heece-neere. 

Captain 
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Captain Cook ha-d carried htIn from UJietea 0'G 

board his !hip in 1773, and brought hiI? back i,n 
the fucceeding year, af(er he had vliited the 
Friendly Ifiands j New-Zealand, Eauer Wand, 
and the Marquefas. He had come from Bolabola 
(of which he was a native) to Ora'heice, about 
three months before probably with (he [ole view 

of gratifying his curiofity. He preferred the 
mades, and even dr~fs, of hi's countrymen to 
ours; for, though Captain Cook gave liim fome 
clothes, which our board of admiralty had thought 
proper to fend for his ute) to which he added a
theft of tools, and feveral other articles, as a 
prefent from himfelf) he3 after a few days, de
clined wearing them. This inflance, as well as 

that of the perfon who had been at Lima, may be 
adduced as a proof of the thong inclination of 

mankind in general to habits acquired at an early 
age; and it is pe~haps no unreafo~able' fuppb
fition, that even Omai, who had imbibed almoft 
the whole Englifh manners, will, in a iliort time 
after being left by us, return, Hke Oedidee, and 
the vifiter of Lima, to his own native garments, 
and his original mode of life. 
In the morning of the 27th, a man from Ohei

tepeha informed us, that two Spanifh fhips had 
anchored in that bay the pr€ceding night; and to 
confirm this intelligence, he produced fame coarfe 
blue cloth, which, he faid, he had got out of one 
of the !hips. He further [aid, that Mateema was 

In. 
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in one of the !hips; and that they would come to' 

Matavai in two or three days. Thefe, and fame 

other circumftances, which he mentioned, gave 

the ftory fo much the appearance of truth, that 

the Commodor~ difpatched Lieutenant William

fon in a boat, to look into Oheitepeha Bay; and, 

in the mean time, both our {hips were put in a 
pofture of defence. For, though England and 

Spain were at peace when he left England, he did 

not know but that a different fcene might, by 

this time, have opened. Upon enquiry, how

ever, we had reafon to imagine, that the relater 
of the frory had impofed upon us; and this was 

puc beyond all doubt, when Mr. \Villiamfon re
turned the day following, who made his report to 

Captain Cook, that he had be~n at Oheitepeha l 

and found that no {hips were there at prefent, nor 

had any been there finee we left it. The people 

of (his part of the iOand, where we now were fta

tioned, told us, indeed, at firft, that it was a 
fiction invented by thofe of Tiaraboo. But what 

view they could have, we could not conceive, 

un lefs they fuppofed that the report would induce 

us to quit the iOand, and thus deprive the inha

bitants of Otaheite-nooe of the advantages they 
might otherwife reap from our fhips remaining 

there; the natives of the two parts of the iOand 

being inveterate enernies to each other. 

Sir.ce we arrived at Matavai, the weather had 

b;en very unfettled till the 29th; before which 

da 
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day we were unable to get even altitudes of the 
fUll for afcertaining the going of the time-keeperd 

The caulking, ang other repairs of the !hips, were 
alfo retarded by the fame cau[e. In the evening 
of this day, the iilanders made a precipitate re~ 
treat, both from our land itation, and from on 
board the !hips. We conjeCtured that this arofe 
from their knowing that [orne theft had been com
mitted, and apprehending puni!hment upon that 

account. At length, we became acquainted with" 
the whole affair: one of the [urgeon's mates had 
made all excurfion into the country to purchafe 
curiofities, and had taken with him four hatchets 
for tbe purpofe of exchange. Having been [0 

imprudent as to employ a native to carry them, 

the fellow took an opportunity of running off with 
fo valuable a prize. This was the rea fan of the 
fudden flight, in which Otoo himfe!f, and all his 
family, had joined j and it was with difficulty that 
the Captain ftopped them, after following them 
for the fpace of two or three miles. As he had 

determined to take no meafures for the recovery 
of the hatchets, "that his people for the future 
might be more upon their guard againft fuch neg
ligence, every thing quickly refumed its former 
tranquillity. 

The next morning, fome me{fengers arrived 
from Eimeo, with intelligence, that the people 
of tbat iiland were in arms; and that OtOO'5 par
tizans there had been obliged by the oppofite 

parry 
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p:ttty to retreat to the mountains. 'The quarrel 
between the t)Vo iflands, which began in I 77~; 
had partly fubfifted ever fince. A formidaple 
arrrmment had faned foon after' Ciptain Cook left 

,Otaheite in his laft voyage; but the malecontents 
of Eimeo had made fo gallant a refiftance, that 
the fleet had returned without fuccefs; and now 
another expedition was deemed neceifary. On 
the arrival of thefe meifengers, the chiefs affern_ 
bled at Otoo's houfe, where 'the Captain actually, 
was at that time, and had the honour of being 
admitted into their council. One of the meffen
gers opened the bufinefs with a fpeech of confider:.. 
able length, the purport of which was to explain 
the firuation of affairs in Eimea, and to excite the 
Otaheltean chiefs to arm on the occafion. This 
opinion was oppafed by others who were againfl: 
commencing hoftilities; and the debate was, for' 
[orne time, carried on with great order and dccO-' 
rum. ~ At length, however, they became very 
tumultuous, and the Captain began to expect that' 
their·mee.ting would conclude like a Palifh diet. 
But the contending chiefs cooled as faft as,they 
grew warm, and order was fpeedily reftored. ,In 
the end, the party for war prevailed; and' it was 
refolved, though not 'unanimoutly, that a ftrong 
force fhould be fent to Eihieo. Otoo [aid very 
little~ during the, whole debate. Thofe of the 
council, : who were inclinable for war, applied 'to 
the Captain for his" afIiftan~e; and all of them 

YOL •. I._N° 6. Z ,wre 
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were defirous of knowing what part he would take .. 
Omai was fent for to act as his interpreter; but. 
as he could not be found, the Captain, being 
under a neceffity of fpeaking for himfelf, told 
them, as well as he could, that, as he was not 
perfectly acquainted with the difpute, and as the 
natives of Eimeo had never given him the leaf( 
caufe of offence, he could not think of engaging 
in hoftilities againft them. With this declaration,. 
they either were, or appeared to be fatisfied. 
The council was then diffol ved; but, before the 
Captain retired, Otoo defired him to come again 
in the afternooIT, and bring Omai with him. 

A party of us accordingly waited upon him at: 
the appointed time ; and he conduCted us to his. 
father, in whofe prefence the difpute with Eimeo 
wa.s again difcufIed. The Commodore being very 
defirous of effeB:ing an accommoda~ionJ founded 
the old chief on that fubjeB:; but he was deaf to 
any fuch propofal, and fully determined to carry
on hoftilities. On our enquiry into the caufe of 
the war, we were informed, that, feveral years. 
ago, a brother of Wahdadooa,. of Tiaraboo, was 
fent to Eimeo, at the defil'e of Maheine, a popu
lar chief of that ifiand, to be their king; but had 
not been there many days before Maheine, having 
caufed him to be put to death, fet up for himfelf" 
in oppofition to Tierataboonooe, nephew of the 
deceafed, who now became the lawful heir, or 

,perhaps had been appointed,. by the people of 
4 Otaheite, 
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tkahelte, to fucceed to the government on the 
death of the other . 
. Towha, who is related to Otoo, and chief of 

the diftri8: of 1'ettaha, arid who had been com
mander in chief of the armament rent againft 
Eimeo in 1774, happened not to be at MataV'ai 
at this time, and, therefore, was not prefent at 
thefe confultatiom. It appeared, however, that 
he was no ftranger to what was tranfa8:ed; and 
that he entered into the affair with great eagernefs 
and [pirit. For, on the I ft of September, a me[
[enger arrived from him to acquaint Otoo, that he 
had. killed a man to be facrificed to the Eatooa, 
with the view of imploring the affifiance of the 
deity againft Eimeo. This ceremony was to be 
performed at the great morat~ at Attahooroo; and 
Otoo's prefence was neceffary on the occafion:. 
Captain Cook was defirous of being prefent at this 
folemnity, and therefore propo[ed to Otoo, that 
he might be permitted to accompany him. To 
this the king readily confented: and they' imme:.. 
diate1y fet out in the Captain's boat, with his old 
friend Potatou, Mr. Ander[on, and Mr. Webber, 
while Omai followed them in a carioe. In their 
way they landed upon a [mall ifland, Jying off 

'Tettaha, where they found Towha and his atten
dants. After a little converfation between the 
two chiefs, on the fubje8: of the war, Towha ad
dreffed hlmfelf to the Captaih, [oliciting his affiff
anee. When" he excufed hirrifdf, To\vha 'teemed 

Z z dif-. 
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difpleafed; thinking it rather extraordinary, thC[! 
o~e~vho had conll:antly declared himfelfthe friend 
of their Wand, fhould now refufe to fight againll: 
its enemies. Before they parted, Towha gave to, 
:Oto~ t~vo or three red feathers, tied up in a tuft; 
our party then re-embarked, having taken OIl 

board a priell: who was to affift at the folemnity. 
- As foon as they landed at Attahooroo, ,which 
was about two, o'clock, Otoo de fired that the 
failors might be ordered to continue in the boat ;, 
and that Captain Cook, Mr. Anderfon, and Mr., 
Webber, would take off their hats as foon as they 
fhould come to the morai, to which they imme
(:!iately proceeded, attended by numbers of men" 
and fame boys; but not one woman was prefent. 
They found four priell:s,with their affill:ants, 
,vaiting for them. The dead body, or facrifire, 
was in a fmall canoe, that lay on the beach, front
ing the morai. Two of the priell:s, with fev;eral: 
of their attendants, were fitting by the canoe; 
t,he others at the morat'. Our company !topped' 
aJ: the diftance of twenty or Ehirty paces from the 
priell:s. Here Otoo placed himfelf; our gentle-: 
men, and a few others" ll:anding by him, ,,,hile_
the majority of the people were f.emoveda~ ,a, 
greater dill:ance. ,l-

The ceremonies now ,commenced. O~e ' of the _ 
attendants of the priefts brought -<\. .you~g pl,ap.-:- ! 

ti.in-tree, and laid it down bef<?re the _ king. Ano-) 
t~er approached~ bearing a fudJ' tuft gf red fea-. 

J. _ ~ ~ , ..' ., 

thers, 
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th~rs, :twifted on fome fibres of the cocoa-mit 
hu.fk, with which he touched one of Otoo's feet~ 
and'afterwards retired with it to his companions. 
'One of the priefts' who were feated at the mora!, 
now began a long prayer; and, at particulat' 
times, fent down young plantain-trees, which 
.were placed upon the facrifice. During this 
'prayer, an iflander,' who ftood by the officiating 
prieft, held in his hands two bundles, in one of 
'~11ich, as we afterwards found~ was the royal 
mar!); and the other, if we may be allowed the 
expreilion, was' the ark of the Eatooa. The 
J>rayer being finifhed, the priefts at the mora;, 
~ith their ailiftants, went and fat down by thofe 
'i.vho were upon the beach, carrying the two bun
oles with them. They here renewed their prayers; 
during which the plantain-trees were taken, one 
by one, at various times, from off the dead body, 
which, being wrapped up in cocoa leaves and [mall 
branches, was now taken out ofthe canoe, and laid 
upon the beach. The priefts placed themfelves 
around it; fome ftanding, and others fitting; and 
one, or more of them, repeated fentences for about 
ten minutes. The body was now ftripped of the 
leaves and branches, and placed parallel with the' 
fea-fhore. Then one of the priefts, ftanding at' 
the feet of the corpfe, pronounced 'a long prayer. I 

in which he was occafionally j6ined by the others; 
It., \ 

each of them holding a tuft of red feathers in his 
hand. During t11is prayer, fame hair was pulled' 
.. '. '" Z 3 off 
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(If}'' the head of the intended [acrifice, and the lef~ . . \ 

eye was taken out; both which being wrapped up 
in a green leaf, were prefented to the king; who. 
however, did not touch t,hem, but gave, ~o the 
man who prefented them~ the tuft of red feathers 
which he had received from Towha. This, with 
the eye and hair, was ta~en to the priefts. Not 
long after" his majefty fent ~hem anoth~r piece of 
feathers. In the courfe of this laft ceremony, a 
king-fillier maki~g a noife in the trees, Otoo 
turned to. Captain Cook., faying, " That is the 
Balooa;" and feeI1le~ to confider it as a favour
able prognofiic. 

The corpfe was then carried a littl~ way, and, 
laid qnder a tree; n~ar w\lich were fixed three 
t~in, pieces of wood, variouQy carved,. The bun
dles of cloth were placed on a P'lrt of the morai, 
and the tufts of red feathers were laid at the feet 
of the dead body, round which the priefts ftation
<!d themfelves; and our gentlemen ~er~ now per
mitted to go as near as they plea,fed. He who 
feemed to be the chief prieft [poke fo~· about a 
quarter of an hour, with d;ifferent t~mes and gef
tures; fometimes appearing to expoftulate with 
the deceafed; at other times, aiking feveral quef
tions; then making various demands, as if the 
dead perfon either had p()wer himfelf, or interefi; 
wit~ the deity, ~o engage hi~ to grant fuch re
~uefts; among which' he de1iJ;ed him to deliver 
Eimeo-! Mah\!ine i~s chi<:;f, the women, hogs, and 

oth<;l" 
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ether things of the il1and, into their hands:; 
which was, indeed, the exprefs object of the 
facrifice. He then prayed near half an hour, in a 
whining tone, and two other priefts joined in the 
prayer, in the courfe of which a prieft plucked 
fome more hair from the head of the corp fe, and 
put it upon one of the bundles. The chief prieft 
now prayed alone, holding in his hand the fea
thers received from Towha. Having finifhed, 
he gave th~m to another prieft, who prayed in 
like maRner; then all the tufts of feathers were 
placed upon the bundles of cloth, which con
duded the ceremony at this place. 

The dead body was now carried to the moft 
confpicuous part of the morai, with the feathers 
and the tWQ bundles of cloth) while the drums 
beat flow I y. The feathers and bundles were laid 
againft the pile of ftones, and the body at the 
foot of them. The pri~fts having again feated 
themfelves round the corpfe, renewed their pray
ers, while fome of th~ir affiftants dug a hole 
about the depth of two. feet, into which they 
threw the victim, and covered it over with ftones 
and ea,rth. While they were committing the 
body to the graye~ a boy fqueaked aloud, upon 
which Om~i faid to Captain Cook, that it was 
the Ealooa. A fire having been macle in the 
mean time, a lean half-ftarved dog was produced, 
and killed by twifling his nec~. The hair wa3 
th~n fin~ed off, ana the entrails being taken out, 

'l- 4 were 
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-
> were thrown into die fire, where they \vere left 

. to be confumed; b It the kidney,.> heart, and 

Jiv.er,were only- roafted, by being put on heated 
Jroncs; and the carcafe of the dog, after being 
rubbed over with the blood, was, with the liver, 
&c. laid down before the priefts, who were feated 
round the grave, praying. They for fome time 
uttered ejaculations over the dog, while two men 

-at intervals, beat very loud on two drums; and 
a boy [creamed, in a lond ibrill voice, three times. 
This, they faid, WaS to invite the Ealooa to feaft 

_on the "banquet that, they had provided for him. 
Vv·hen the priefts had finiibed their prayers, the 

body,- heart, liver, &c. of the dog, were placed 

on a 'lvhalta, orfcaffold, about fix feet in height, 
on which lay the .remains of two other dogs, and 
of two pigs, which had been lately facrificed. 

The priefl:s and attendants now gave a kind of 
inout, \vhich put an end to the ceremonies for 

. the prefent. The evening being arrived, our 
gentlemen were conducted to ·a houfe belonging 
to Potatou, where they were· entertained and 
lodged for the night. Having been informed, 

that the religious rites .were to be renewed the 
next' morning. they would not quit the place 
'while any thing, remained to be [een. Some of 

them repaired to the [cene of aCtion .early in the 

morning; and, foon afterwards, a pig was facri ... 
: ficed, and laid upon the [::tme [caffold with the 
others. About eight o'clock, Otoo took our 

party 
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-patty"again to the morai, where the prieil:s, and 
a' great multitude of people, were -by this time 
,.affeinbled. The two bundles occupied the place 
.where they had been depofited the preceding 
evening; the two drums were in the front of the 
'morai, and the priefts ,vere ftationed beyond them. 
The king placedhimfelf between the drums, and 
defired Captain Cook to frand by him. 

The ceremony Df this day began with bringing 
a young plantain-tree, and laying it at his ma
,jefty's feet. A prayer was then repeated by the 
priefts, holding in their hands feveral tufts of ted 
feathers, and alfo a plume of oftrich feathers, 
.which the Commodore had prefented to Otoo on 
his firft arrival. When the prieft hOO ended the 
prayer, they changed their ftation, and placed 
,themfelves between our gentlemen and the morai. 

One of them, the fame who had performed the 
principal part the preceding day, began another 
prayer, which continued near half an hour. 
During this prayer, the tufts of red feathers were 
put, one by one, upon the ark of the Eatooa~ 

Not long after, four pigs were produced, one of 
;which was immediately killed, and the three others 
were taken to a. neighbouring fty . 

. One of the bundles was now untied; and it was 
found to contain the maro, with which the Ota
heiteans inveft their kings. When taken out of 
the doth, it was fpread on the ground, at full 
Jepgth, before the priefts. It is a girdle about 

fifteen 



346 A VOYAGE TO THB 

fifteen feet in length, and one foot and a quarter 
in breadth, and is probably put on in the fame 
manner as the common mara, or piece of cloth, 
ufed by thefe Wanders to wrap round the waift. 
It was ornamented with yellow and red feathers; 
but principally with the former. One end of it 
was bordered with eight pieces, about the fize 
and figure of a horfe-thoe. whofe edges were 
fringed with black feathers. The other end was 
forked, having the points of various lengths. 
The feathers were ranged in two rows, in fquare 
compartments, and produced a pleafing effect. 
They had been firO: fixed upon fome of the cloth 
of the Wand, and then fewed to the upper eJ?d 
()f the pendan~ which Captain Wallis had left 
tIying on thore, the firft time of his arrival at 
Matavai. The priefis pronounced a long prayer, 
relative to this part of the ceremony; and after 
it was ended, the badge of royalty was folded up 
with great care. and put into the c1ptlI. 

The other bundle, which we have already men
tioned underthe name of the ar~, was next opened~ 
at one end; but our party were not permitted 
to approach near enough to examine its myfte. 
rious q:mtents. The intelligence they obtained 
~efpecbng it was, that the Ea(ooa, (or rather 
what is fuppofed to reprefent him) was conceale4 
~n it. This facred repofitory is compofed of the 
twifted fibres of the hufk Qf the cocoa-nut; and, 

its 
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its figure is roundifh, with one end 'confiderably 
thicker than the other. 

The pig that had been killed was by this time 
cleaned, and its en.trails taken out. Thefe hap
pened to have many of thofe convulfive mo ... 
tions, which frequently appear, in different parts, 
when an animal is killed; and this was confider
~d as a very favourable omen to the intended 
expedition. After being expo fed for fome time, 
the entrails were carrieq and laid down before 
the priefts. While one of them prayed, another 
dofely infpeCted th€ entrails, and continued turn
ing them gently with a ftick. Having been fuf
ficieJltly examined, they were thrown into the 
:fire. The facrificed pig, and its liver, heart, &c. 
,,'ere now put upon the fcaffold where the dog 
had been depofited; and then all the feathers. 
~xcept the oftrich plume, being enclofed in the 
ark, an end was put to the. whole folemnity. 

'Four double canoes ~emaiJled upon the beach, 
all the morning, before; the place of facrifice. 
A fmall platform, covered with palm-leaves, 
faftened in myfterious knots, was fixed on' the 
fore-part of each of thefe canoes; and this alfo 
is called a morai. Some plan~ains, cocoa-nuts, 
bread-fruit, fi!h, and other articles, lay upon 
each of thefe naval monfis. The natives faid, 
that they helQnged to the Ealooa, and that they 
were to attenq· the fleet that was to be fent out 
~gainft EimeQ. 

The 
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", Th~~nfortunate vid:im, off~rcd on- 'this occ:t
:6on, was, t6 appearance; a middle::'aged malT~ 
and was one of the lowefi dafs of the people. 
"But it did not' appear that they had fixed upod 

'him on account of his having committed any 
particular crime, that defetved death, It is cer
Lain, however, that they ufuaUy felect fuch guilty 
perfons' for their facrifices, 9r elfe vagabonds~ 
who have no vifible way of procuring an honea 

livelihood. Our gentlemen having examined the 
appearance of the body of the un,happy fuffe;er; 
now offered up to the object of thefe people's 
'Worfuip, obferved, that it was bloody about the 

bead and face, ahd much bruifed upon the right 
temple, which denoted the manner in which he 

bad been killed. And they Viere' informed, that 
he had been kriocked on the head with a- fione. 

The wretches who ar~ defiined to fuffer on: 

tqe[e occafions; are never previoufty apprized of 

their fate. Whenever any ~i1e of the principal 
thiefs de:.ems a human facrifice neceffary, on any 
great emergency,' he fixes 'updn the victim, ana 
then difp::ttches fome orhis tr.ufiy rervants~ who' 
fall upon him fuddenly~ ind:either fione him to 
death, or beat out his br'ains \vii:h a club. The, 
fovereign is next ;acquatnted with it, 'wh6fe-p~e:..' 
knee is' faid to" be abfolutely tequffite-anhefo-" -

lemn rites that follow;' and, indeed, on the late 
occafion, 'Orab -bore a: eapital 'part. The [olem':: 
nity,itfelf is termed Poore Eree, or"the prayer of 

the 
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the . chief ;' and. the' viaim ,is: called CJ'aatd-ttt1Jao,. 
or conf~crated man. 

c The morai, where the late facrifice was offered~, 

is always appropriated for tile, burial of tJle -king
of the whole iDand, and likewife .of his fumily';~ 
and.wme otherpeJ::fons ,of di1}:inguiihed· rank.. 
It differ,s little, except in extent, from thecon;l-; 
mon morais. Its principal part is a large oblong. 
pile of flones, about thirteen feetin h.eig4t .. and 
contraCted towards the top, with a quadrangular 
area on each -fide, loofely paved with pebbles~ 
under wl:tich the bones of the chiefs are depofit
ed. Not. fa~ -from the end nearefr the fea, is the 
p'lac~ offac;;rifice, wh~re. is a very large 'Wbatta~. 

or fcafrald, on w-h.ich the offerings of fruits, and 
o.the~ vegetables are placed; but the animals are ; 
l~id on afmaUer one; and the human ia£rifices, 
are interred, under the pavemen,t. There ar~ 'fc
veral rdiques fcattered about the place; fuch. 
as fmall frones ,raifed in various parts of ~he pa ve- '.' 
ment, fome with hits of cloth fafrened, round 

~ ,.I • " ,-.,." .... 

tpem, othersentir~ly co~ered with it:; ,and, Hpoa-

the fide of the: large pile, fronting the ate'li, Tare; 
a' great n!Jmbe;r ,of, pieces of carved' w<;)od;, in:, 
w,hichtheir gods are, fuppo-fed to refide':occa"", ,;. 
h9nally. .There js a heap of frones, atoneencl alL 
thelarge fcafrold, with a fort of-platform 'on one:'" 
fide. I On, this they depofit. all the ikuns of the: 
h~man fa~rific~J which they take up after.they ~ 
h~ve re~~,e4 _ 4llqer. gro!-U!d~ for [orne ~t~s.·· 

,~ . Juft 
b \. 
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Juft above them, many of the carved pieces at 
wood are placed; and here the maro, and the 
other bundle, which was fuppofed to contain the 
god 001'0, were laid, during the celebration of the 
late folemn rites. 

It is probable, that this barbarol:ls cuftom of 
offering human victims, prevails in all, or moft 
of the Wands of the Pacific Ocean, however dif
tant from each other fome of them may be. 
And though we {hould fuppofe, that not more 
than one perfon is factifieed at one time, either 
at Otaheite, or other i£lands, yet thefe oecations, 
in all probability, occur fo frequently, as to make 
a terrible havock of the human fpecies j for Cap;.. 
tain Cook reckoned no lefs than forty-nine :£kulls. 
of former victims, lying before the m-orat~ at 
Attahooroo; and as none of thofe £kulls appear
ed to have fuffered any confiderable change, or 
decay, from the weather, it may be inferred, that 
but a {hert time had elapfed fince thefe viCl:ims 
had been offered. This horrid praCtice, though 
no confideration whatever can make it ctafe to 
be deteftahle, might, perhaps, be thought lefs 
detrimental, in fome' tefpects, if it contributed 
to irnprefs any awe for the deity; or veneration 
lor religion, upon the minds of the fpeCl:ators. 
nut this was fo far from being the cafe on the 
late occafion, that though a vaft multitude of 
people' had affembli€d· at the morai, theY' {hewed 
very little reverenec for what was tranfaCting •. 

J}.nd 
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And Omai happening to arrive, after the cere ... 
I • 

monies had begun, many of the ifianders throng..-
ed round him, and were engaged, for the re ... 
maining part of the time, in making him recount 
fome of his adventures; to which they liftened 
with great cagernefs of attention, regardlefs of 
the folemn offices which their priefts were then 
performing. Indeed, the priefts thernfelves, ex..: 
cept the one who fuftained the principal part. 
either from theif being familiarized to fuch ob
jeccs, or from their repofing no great degree Qf 
confidence in the efficacy of their religious in
ftitutions, maintained very little of that folem
mty which is neceffary to give to a.cts of devo
tion their proper effec1. Their habit was but an 
ordinary one;' they converfed together with great 
familiarity; and the only attempt they made to 
preferve decorum, was by exerting their authority. 
to prevent the populaee from encroaching on the 
very fpOE where the rites were performed) and 
to fuffer our gentlemen. as ftrangers) to come 
forward. They were, however, very candid in 
the anfwers which they gave to any interrogato_ 
ries that were put to them, with regard to this 
inhuman inftitution. And, particularly, on being 
atked, what was the defign of it, they replied~ 
that it was an ancient cuftom, and \-vas highly 
agreeable to their god, who carne and fed upon' 
the fa-crifices; in conf-equerice of which, he grant ... 
cd their pet-itioRS.- ·It wag then'Qbjeded:. that he 

certainl.t 
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certainly did not feed on thefe, as he was neither 
obferved to do it, nor were the bodies of the fa
qificed animals foon confumed; and that as to 
the corpfe of a human vitrim, they prevented 
his feeding on that, by interring it. In anfwer to 
thefe objetrions, they gave it as theif opinion, 
that he came in the night, invifibly, andfed only 
0)1 the foul, or immaterial pait, which (thefe 
people fay) remains about the place of. facrifice, 
till the carcafe of the vittim is totally, wafteo by 
putrefatrion. _ , , 
. Human facrifices are not the only barbarol,ls 

q.dlom that nill prevails amongft the inqabitants 
of Otaheite, -though, in many other re[peCts,.,they 
have emerged from the brutal manners OE favage 
life. Befides cutting out the jaw bones of thei! 
enemies £lain In battle, whic,h th;ey ,carry ,about 
with them as trophies, they, in [omemea[ure, 
offer up their bodies to the Eat6Qa._:._Sopn· after 
an engagement, in which they have come off, vic
torious, they collect all the dead, .a,oo bring th~fi1.. 
to the morat~ where~ with grea~ form' an<;l c:ere
mony, they dig a large holej anql?»-ry! them. aJl. 
in it, as f() many offerings to theiI:. diyil}ities •. ; 

They treat, in a different manJ1~(, their o~vn 

chiefs that fall in battl~. The~~ l~!t;: ~il}gl !qo-. 
taha, Tubourai-tamaide, and ano;her; <Jti~fJ ,w,ho 
\\ere all flain in an ~ngagemen~.~~~t~_ ~ho(eQr 
1)araboo, were br~n.Jgh~_ to the tl}o'(ai a~ ,Att~h.C?~-:-' 
r~. . 1.'here the prieil:§ cut out their. bow~ l?e;,. 

fore 
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fore the great altar; and their dead bodies were 
afterwards interred ih three different places, near 
the great· pile of ftones above-mentioned; and 
the common men, who loft their lives in the bat
tle, were all buried in one hole, at the foot of 
the fame pile. This was performed the day after· 
the battle, with much pomp and formality, amidft 
a numerous concourfe of people, as a thankfgiv
ing-offeripg to the deity, for the vicrory they 
had obtained the preceding day. The vanqui1h
ed, in the mean time, had taken refuge in the 
mountains, where they remained upwards of a 
week; till the fury of the vicrors began to abate. 
A treaty was then fet on foot, by which it was 
agreed, that Otoo 1hould be proclaimed king of 
the whole ifland; and the folemnity of invefting 
bim with the maro, or badge of royalty, was 
performed at the fame mordi, with great magni
,ficence. 

Aa 
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C HAP. III. 

Re-emhark for Matavai-Conference with 'l'owha 
rifpeCling the human Sacrifice-DeJcription of Ih( 
Havas-Dinner given by Omai-Exhibition of 
Pire_works--Remarkable Method of making a 
PreJent of Cloth-Manner of pnjcrving, for many 
Months, the dead Body of a Chief-Another hu
man Sacrifice offered-Riding on Hoifehack, Mat
ter of great Ajlonijhment to the Natives-Otoo's 
great Attention to prevent ,],hejts, &c.-Animals 
given to him by Captain Cook-Audience given 
to Etary, &c.-Manner of fighting two War 
Canoes-Naval Power, &c. 

A T the clofe of the very extraordinary fcene 
exhibited at the morai, and particularly 

defcribed in the laft chapter, our party embarked 
about twelve o'clock, in order to return to Ma
tavai; and, in their way, paid a vifit to Towha, 
who had continued in the little ifland, where they 
met him the preceding day. Some converfation 
on public affairs paffed between Otoo and him j 
and the latter entreated Captain Cook, once more, 
to join them as an ally, in their war againft Ei
meo. By his pofitive refufal he entirely loft the 
good opinion of this chief. 

Before 
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nefore they feparated, he interrogated our gen

tlemen concerning the folemnity, at which they 
had been pre[ent ; and afked, particularly, if it an
fwered their expeCtations; what opinion they en
tertained of its efficacy; and whether fuch acts of 
worfhip were frequent in their own country? They 
had been filent during the celebration of the hor .... 
rid ceremony; but, as foon as it w<!os completed; 
freely expreffed their fentiments upon the fub ... 
ject to Otoo, and his attendants; confequently 
Captain Cook did not conceal his deteftation of 
it in this converfation with Towha. Exclufive 
of the barbarity of the bloody cuftom, he urged 
the unreafonablenefs of it, alledging that fuch a 
facrifice, inftead of making the Eatooa propitious 
to their nation; would excite his vengeance; and 
that, from this very circumftance, he concluded. 
that their intended expedition againft Maheine 
would be unfuccefsful. This was proceeding to 
great lengths upon conjecture; but there was lit
tle danger of being miftaken; for, refpecting this 
war, there were three parties in this ifland, one 
violent for it, another perfectly indifferent about 
it; and the third avowed fupporrers of Maheine 
and his caufe. Under thefe circumftancesJ it was 
not probable that fuch a plan of military opera
tions would be fettl~d, as could enfure fuccefs. 
Omai acted as interpreter, in conveying the Cap
tain's fentiments to Towha, on the fubjec1 of the 
late horrid facrifice; and he fupported his ar-

A a 2 guments 
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guments with fuch fpirit, that the chief appeared 
to be e~tremely angry; efpecially, on being in
formed, that if he had taken away the life of a man 
in England, as he had done here, his rank would 
not have proteeted him from an ignominious 
death. Upon this, he exclaimed, maeno! mamo! 

(vile! vile!) and would not hear a fyllable more 
about it. Many of the natives were prefent at 
this debate; particularly the attendants and fer
vants of Towha; and when Omai mentioned 
the puni:fhment that would in England be inflict
ed upon the greateft man, if he dared to kill the 
meaneft fervant, they liftened very attentively; 
and perhaps, on this fubject, they thought diffe
rently from their mafter. 

Leaving Towha, our gentlemen proceeded to 
Oparre, ~here Otoo folicited them to pafs the 
night. They landed in the evening; and, on 
their way to his habitation, had an opportunity 
of obferving how thefe people amufe themfelves., 
in their private heevas. They faw about a hun
dred of them fitting in a houfe; in the midft 
of them were two women, and an old man be
hind each of them, beating gently upon a drum» 
and the ,vomen, at intervals, finging with great 
foftnefs and delicacy. The affembly were very at
tenti ve, and feemed as it were abforbed in the 
pleafure the mufic gave them; few of them tak
ing any notice of the ftrangers, and the perform
ers never once ceafing. When the party arrived 

4 ~ 
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at Otoo's haufe, it was almoft dark. Here 
they were entertained with one of their public 
heevas, or plays, in which his three £lfters repre
fented the principal charaCters. This they call a 
heeva rae':, and no perf on is fuffered to enter the 
houfe or area, where it is exhibited. This is al
ways the cafe, when the royal fifters are the per
formers. Their drefs, on this occafion, was 
truly elegant and piCturefque, and they acquit-
ted themfelves in a very diftingui{hed manner; 
though fome comic interludes, wherein four men 
were the performers, feemed to afford greater 
entertainment to the audience, which was nume
rous. The Captain and his companions proceed_ 
ed, the next morning, to Matavai, leaving Otoo 
at Oparre; but his mother, £lfters, and many 
other women attended the Captain on board, and 
Otoo followed a {hort time after. 

While Otoo and Captain Cook had been ab
Ient from the {hips, they had been fparingly fup
plied with fruit, and had not many vifitors.Af_ 
ter their return, we had abundance of company 
and provifions. On the 4th, a party of us, among 
whom was Otoo, dined a{hore with Omai, who 
provid~d excellent. fare, confifting of fi{h, fowls, 
pork, and puddings. Dinner being over, Cap
tain Cook accomflanied Otoo back to his dwel
ling, where he found all his fervants bufy in 
getting a quantity of provifions ready for him. 
Amongft other artic~es, there was a large hog, 

A a 3 whicQ 
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which they killed in his prefence. There was 
al[o a large pudding; the whole procefs in mak
ing which the Captain faw. It was compofed of 
bread-fruit, plantains, taro, and palm or pandanus
nuts, each rafped, fcraped, or beat up fine, and bak
ed by itfelf. A quantity of the juice of cocoa-nut
kernels, was put into a kind of wooden tray. 
The other articles, het from the oven, ·were put 
into this veffel; together with fome hot ftones, in 
order to make the contents fimmer. Three or 
four per[ons were employed in ftirring up the fe-' 
veral ingredients, till they were perfectly incor
porated, and the juice of the cocoa-nut was 
turned to oil; ;lnd the whole mafs, at 1 aft, was 
nearly of theconfiftency of a hafty-pudding. The 
hog being baked, and the pudding being made, 
they, together with two living hogs, fome bread
fruit, and cocoa-nuts, were fent on board the 
Captain's !hip in a cano~, followed by him and all 
the royal family. 

A young ram, of the Cape-breed, that had 
been lambed, and carefully brought up on board 
Captain Cook's iliip, was killed by a dog the fol
lowing day. This was the more to be regretted, 

· as it ,vas the only one. of that breed that we 

had; and only ·one of the Englifh breed was' now 
· remammg. /) { 

On the 7th, in the evening, we exhibited forne 
fire-works before a vaft concourfe of people, 

· (Qme pf whom were highfy entertained,. j:mt the 

greater 
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greater number were much terrified with the ex
hibition j infomuch, that they could hardly be 
prevailed on to keep together, t~ fee the whole 
of the entertainment. What concluded the bu
finefs, was a table-rocket. It flew off the table, 
and difperfed the whole crowd in an inftant; even 
the moft refolute amongft them now fled· with 
precipitation. 

A party of us dined, the next day, with 
Oedidee, on fiih and pork. The hog, which 
weighed about thirty pounds, was alive, dreifed, 
and upon the table, within the hour. Soon after 
\ve had dined, Otoo appeared, and enquired of 
Captain Cook, if his belly was full? who an
fwered in the affirmative. cc Then come along 
with me," faid Otoo. The Captain accordingly 
attended him to his father's, where he fav,,- feveral 
people employed in dreiling two girls, with fine 
cloth, after a very fingular fafhion. There were 
feveral pieces of cloth, and the one end of each 
piece was held over the heads of the girls, while 
the remainder was wrapped round their bodies, 
uQ,der the arm-pits. The. upper ends were then 
fuffered to fall down, and hang in folds to the 
ground, over the other. Round the outfide of all, 
were then wrapped feveral pieces of cloth of va
rioui colours, which confiderably increafed the 
fize; it being five or fix y<\.rds in circuit; and the 
weight of this fingular attire, was as much as the 
poor girls could well fupport. To each were 

A a 4 hung 
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hung two taames, or breaft-plates, in order to 
embelliih the whole, and give it a piCturefque ap
pearance. Thus equipped, they vv'ere taken on 
board the {hip, together with feveral hogs, and a 
quantity of fruit, which, together with this cloth, 
was a prefent to Captain Cook from Otoo's fa
ther. Thofe who are dreffed in this manner, are 
called alee; but this ceremony is never perform
ed except where large prefents of cloth are to be 
made. ·We never faw it praB:ifed upon any other 
occafion; but both Captain Cook and Captain 
Clerke had cloth prefented to them afterwards, 
wrapped round the bearers in the fame manner. 
The next day, Captain Cook received a prefent 
of five hogs, and fome fruit, from Otoo; and 
one hog, and fome fi'uit from each of his fifters. 
Other provifions were alfo in great plenty. Great 
quantities of mackarel had been caught here by 
the natives; for two or three fucceffive days; fome 
of which were fold on board the {hips. 

Otoowas equally attentive to fupply our wants, 
and contribute to our amufement. On the loth, 
he treated a party of us ;ott Oparre with a play. 
His three fiUers were the performers, and their 
dreffes were new and elegant, much more fo than 
We had met with in any of thefe ii1ands. 

The principal objeB:, however, that the Cap
tain had now in view, in going to Oparre, was 
to fee an embalmed corpfe, near the refidence of 
Otoo. On enquiry, he found it to be the re-

mains 
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mams of Tee, a chief whom he well knew, 
when he Iaft vifited this ifiand. It was lying in 
an elegant toopapaoo, in all refpeCts fimilar to that 
at Oheitepeha, in which the remains of Waheia_ 

't f" 
dooa are depofited. We found the body was 
under cover, within the toopapaoo, and wrapped 
up in cloth. At the Captain's defire, the per
fan who had the care of it, brought it ~ut, and 
placed it on a kind of bier, fa as to give a per
feCt view of it; but we were not admitted within 
the pales that enclofed the toopapaoo. The corpfe 
having been thus exhibited, he ornamented the 
place with mats and cloths, difpofed in fuch a 
manner as to produce a pleafing effeCt. The 
body was entire in every part; and putrefaCtion 
feerned hardly to be begun, not the leaft difa
greeable fmell proceeding from it; though this 
is one of the hotteft climates, and Tee had been 
above four months dead. There was, indeed, a 
fhrinking of the mufcular parts and eyes, but the 
hair and nails were in their original ftate, and the 
feveral joints were pliable. On enquiry into 
their method of preferving their dead bodies, we 
were informed, that, foon after they are dead, they 
are difembowelled, by drawing the inteftines, and 
other vifcera, out at the anus, and the whole ca
vity is ftuffed with cloth; that when any moif
ture appeared, it was immediately dried up, and 
the bodies rubbed all over with perfumed co
coa-nut-oil. which, frequently repeated, pre-

ferved 
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ferved them feveral months; after which they 
moulder away gradually. Omai informed us, 'that 
the bodies of alI their great men, who die a na
turil death, are thus preferved, and are expofed 
to public view for a very confiderable time af
ter. At firil: they are exhibited eveI-Y fine day; 
afterwards, the intervals become ~eater and 
greater; apd, at lail:, they are very feIdom to 
be feen. 

We quitted Oparre in the evening. leaving 
Owo, and all the royal family. The Captain 
raw none of them till the 12th; when all, except 
tIlt: .chief himfelf. honoured him with a vi fit. 
He was gone .. they [aid, to Attahooroo~ to affift 
at another hllman facrifice, fent by the chief of 
Tiaraboo to be offered up at the 1n()rai. This 
f~cond inil:ance, within fo !hort a period. was a 
melancholy proof that the viCtims of this bloody 
fuperil:ition are very numerous among this hu
mane people. The Captain would have been 
pre[ent at this facrifice. alfo, had he been earlier 
informed of it, but now it was too late. For 
the fame rea[on, he omitted being prefent at a 
public tranfaCtion, at Oparre, the preceding daYA 
when Otoo, with great folemnity. reftored to the 
a?herents of the late king Tootaha' the lands and 
poffeffions of which, after his death, they had 
been deprived. 

". Otoo returned the next evening, from exer
qfing the moil: difagreeable of his royal duties; 

andl 
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and, the 1!ext day, being honoured with his com
pany, the Captains Cook and Clerke mounted 
on horfebac~, and rode round the plain of Ma
tavai, to the aftortifhment of a vaft train of fpec
tators. Once or twice, before this, Omai had, 
indeed, attempted to get on a horfe; but he had 
as often fallen off, before he could contrive to 
feat himfelf properly; this was, therefore, the 
firft time they had feen any body on horfeback. 

'What the Captains had begun was repeated daily, 
by one or another of our people; and yet the 
curiofity of the natives continued unabated. 
After they had feen the ufe that was made of 
thefe animals, they were exceedingly delighted 
with them; and we were of opinion, that they 
conveyed to them a better idea of the greatnefs of 
other nations, than all the novelties that their Eu
ropean v~fitors had carried amongft them. 

The next day, Etary, or OHa, the god of Be
labola, removed from the neighbourhood of Ma-

'tavai, to Oparre, attended by feveral failing ca
noes. Otoo, we were told, did not approve of 
his being fo near our ftation, where his people 
~ould more conveniently im;:J.le our property. 
Otoo, it muft be acknowledged, took every, pru
dent method to prevent thefts and robb!=ries; 

I , 

"ind it was principally owing to his re~ulations, 

~ that fo few were committed. He had ereCted a 
fmall hoofe" or two, behind our poft; and two 

- pthe,rs near OUf tents; between the river and the 
fea.. 
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fea. Some of his own people continually ktpt 
watch in all thefe places; and, as his father 
ufually refided on Matavai Point, we were, in a 
manner, furrounded by them. They not only 
defended us in the night from thieves, but they 
had an opportunity of obferving every thing that 
pa·ifed in the day; and were ready to receive con
tributions from fuch girls, as were privately con
nected with our people, which was ufually done 
every morning; fo that the meafures he had 
taken to fecure our [afety, anfwered the more 
eifential purpafe of enlarging his oWjl profits. 

Otoo acquainted Captain Cook, that his pr~
fence was required at Oparre, where an audience 
\vas to be given to the.. great perf or-age from Bo
labola, and begged he would accompany him 
thither. The Captain readily confelJ.ted", expect
ing to meet with fomething deferving his notice . 

. Accordingly they fet out on the 16th, attended 
by Mr. Anderfon. Nothing, however, occur
red, that was interefting or curious. Etary 
and his followers prefented fome coarfe cloth and 
hogs to Orao, with forne ceremony, and a fet 
fpeech. After this a confultation )Vas hel~;be
tween them and fome othei.~chiefs, about their 
expedition to Eimeo. Etary, at firft, difapproved 
of it; but his objections were at 'length over
ruled. Jt appeared, indeed, the next day, that 
it was too late to deliberat~ up0l! this bufinefs; 
for, in the evening, a meifenger arrived with in-

telligence, 
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telligence, that there had been fome fkirmifues~ 

but that the lofs or advantage, on either fide, was' 
inconfiderable. 

Captain Cook, Mr. Anderfon, and Omai, in 
the morning of the 18th, went again to Oparre, 
accompanied by Otoo j taking with them the 
fueep which the Captain intended to leave upon 
the ifland. They confifted of an Engliih ram 
and ewe, and three Cape ewes; all which he made 
a prefent of to Otoo. All the three cows had 
taken the bull; he therefore thought it advife
able to divide them, and carry fome to Ulietea. 
With this view he ordered them to be brought 
before him, and propofed to Erary. that if he 
would leave his bull with Oroo, he ihould have 
this, and one of the cows. To this propofal. 
Etary, at firft, ftarted fome objections; b.ut at 
Iaft agreed to it j however, as the cattle were
putting into' the boat, one of Etary's followers 
oppofed the making any exchange whatever. 

The Captain, upon this, fufpecring that Etary 
had agreed to the arrangement, for the prefent, 
only to pleafe him, dropped the idea of an ex
change j and finally determined to leave them all 
with Otoo j whom he ftriCtIy enjoined not to fuf. 
fer them to be removed from Oparre, till he 
fuould have got a frock of young ones; which 
he might then difpofe of to his friends, or fend 
to the neighbouring ifiands. 

This 
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This matter being fettled, our gentlemen left 
Etaryand his party, and attended Otoo to anothet 
place, not far diftant, where they found the fer
vants of a chief waiting with a hogj a pig, and 
a dog, as a prefent from their mafter to the king. 
Thefe were delivered with the ufual ceremonie~ 
and an harangue, in which the fpeak€r enquired 
after the health of Otoo, and of all his principal 
people. This compliment was re-echoed in th~ 
name of Ot~o, by one of his minifters; and then 
the difpute with Eimeo was formally difcuifed. 
The deputies of this chief were advocates for 
profecuting the war with vigour, advifing Otoo 
to offer a human facrifice on the occafion. A 
chief, who conftantly attended the perf on of Otoo, 
oppofed it, feemingly with great ftrength of 
argument. The Captain was now confirmed in 
his opinion, that Otoo never entered heartily into 
the fpirit of this war. He received repeated 
meifages from Towha, urging him to haft en to 
his affiftance. 

Having dined with Otoo, our party returned to 
Matavai, leaving. him at Oparre. This day, and 
the 19th, we were very fparingly fupplied with 
fruit. Otoo being informed of this, he and his 
br9ther. who had particularly attached himfelf to 
Captain Clerke, came from Oparre, with a large 
fupply for both fhips. All the royal family came 
the next day with prefents, fo that we ~ow had 
more provifions than we could confume. 

Our 
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Our w.ater being all on board.. and every thing 
put in order, the Captain began to think of quit
ting the ifland. that he mIght have a fufficient 
time for vifiting others in this neighbourhood.' 
We therefore removed our obfervatories and in
i!ruments from the ibore, and bent the fails. 

Early the next morning, Otoo came on board 
to inform Captain Cook, that the war canoes of 
Matavai, and of three other diftriCts, were going 
to join thofe belonging tp Oparre, and that part 
of the ifland; and that there would be a general 
review there. The fquadron of Matavai was foon 
after in motion; and after parading for fame 
time about the bay, aifembled aibore, near the· 
middle of it. Captain Cook now went in his boat 
to take a furvey of them. 

What they call their war canoes, which are 
thofe with ftages, on which they fight, amount to 
about fixty in number; there ar.e nearly as many 
more of a fmallerfize. The Captain was ready 
to have attended them to Oparre; but the cruefs 
foon after formed a refolution, that they would 
not move till the next day. This appeared to 
be a fortunate delay, as it afforded him fome 
opportunity of getting forne infight into their 
manner of fighting. He therefore defired Otoo 
to give orders, that fome of them ibould go through 
the neceffary mancruvres. Accordingly, two of 
them were ordered out into the bay; in one ~f 
which Otgo, Capt. Cook, and Mr. King, embarked, 
'. and 
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and Omai went on board the other. As foon ai 
they had got fufficient fea-room, they faced, ad
vanced, and retreated by turns, as qui~k as their 
rowers could paddle. In the mean time, the 
warriors on the ftages flourifhed their weapons, 
and played a variety of antics, which could an
f wer no other purpofe than that of roufing their 
paffions, to prepare them for the onfet. Otoo 
.flood by the fide of one ftage, giving the necef
Iary orders, when to advance, and when to re
treat. Great judgment, and a very quick eye, 
feem~a requiGte in this department, to feize eve
Iy advantage, and to avoid every difadvantage. 
At length, after feveral times advancing to, and 
retreating from each ,other, the two canoes elof
ed, ftage ro ftage; <ind after a fevere, though 
iliort confliCt, all the troops on Oroo's ftage were 
fuppofed to be killed, and Omai and his affo
ciates boarded them, when inftantly Otoo, and 
all the paddlers in his canoe, leaped into the fea, 
as if reduced to the neceffity of preferving their 
lives by fwimming. 

According to Omai's information, their naval 
engagements are not always conduCted in this 
manner. They fometimes lafh the two veffels 
together, head to head, and fight till all the war
riors on one fide or the pther are killed. But 
this clofe combat is never praCtifed, except when 
the contending parties are determined to conquer 
or die. Indeed, one or the other muft infallibly 

happen; 
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ha!,>pen; for they' never give quarrel', unIefs it 
he- to referve' theit prifbners for a more crtiel death 
die day following. 

A'll tlie, powet and ftiengdi Of thefe irtands lie 
fble1y~h' t'heii' natives. A. geriei-if engagement oh 

H(rttf We~ never ne<1rd of her'e; a:rid all their de:':' 
dfrve battle's' are fought on 'th~ water. When. 
~e time and plice of oattle' are fixed upon by 
botn pa:ttles, tlie pre~eding day and night al'd 
fpent in feafting aha dIvetlmrrs.When the morn':' 
irig approaches, they laJnch the canoes, make' 
e\iery nec'err-ary'preparat1C5n, and, with the d~y~ 
begin the Bartle; the fate of which, in gener~l, 
decides the difpute. The vanquifhed eildeavour 
to fave themfelves by a precipitate flight; and 
thofe who re.ach the fhore fly, with theif friends, 
to the mountains; for the victors, before their 
fury abates, fpare neither the aged, nor women, 
or children. They affemble the next day at the 
morai, to return thanks to the Eatooa for the vic
tory, and offer up the Dain and the prifoners as 
facrificc;:s. A treaty is then fet on foot; and the 
conquerors ufually obtain their own terms; by 
which large diftricts of land, and even whole 
iDands, fometimes change their owners. Omai 
faid he was once taken a prifoner by the men of 
Bolabola, and conducted to that ifland, where 
he and many others would have fuffered death 
the next day, had they not been fortunate. enough 
to efcape in the night. 
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This mock-fight being over, Omai put on 
his fuit of armour, mounted a ftage in one of 
the canoes, and, thus equipped, was paddled 
all along the iliore of the bay, that everyone 
might have a perfect view of him. His coat 
of mail, however, did not engage the atten .. 
tion of the multitude fo much as was expected. 
The novelty was in a great degree loft upon fome 
of them, who had feen a part of it before; and 
there 1vere others, who had conceived fuch a dif
like to Om ai, from his folly and imprudence at 
this place, that they would hardly look at any 
thing that was exhibited by him, however fingu
lar and new. 

THE END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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