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The Life of JEpEDIAH BuxTON.

ounts of Feded:-
=3 ton, which have
W atready been publifh’d
% in the Magazine (See
Vol Yxxi. p. 61, 347,
xiii. p. g57)were
{o ettraordinary that
have quelftioned
if they were true; and leyeral letters have
been fent to the editor Ay his friends; to
know whether they weke fitions writ-
ten merely for amufembnt, or whether
they were intended asfifatires upon the
precenfions or performapces of any a-
dept in arithmetical cajeulations. To
the aflorances which wefe then given of
the certainty of the fiéts, upon the
known integrity of-thk gentlemen by
whom they were commfrunicated to the
prefs,much ftronger teilifnony may now
be added : Fedediah hal lately refided
feveral weeks at St Fobrk Gate; and 1o
perpetuate the memoryjof a perfon fo
extraordinary, as well ab to gratify the
cariofity of our corrglpojdents, a print,
which eziremely relembles him, is pre-
fixed to this Magazine.

With this print it was grearly wifhed
fome accoun: of his life cduld be given;
but the life of laborious goverty 15 ne-
ceffarily uniform and obfcdre : "The hil-
tory ot one day would almoft include
the events of all.  Tlime, \with refpeét
to Buxien, changed nothing but his age,
nor did the feafons vary fhis employ-
ment, except that in winter he ufed a
flail, and in fummer a ling fhook ; fome
particulars however, both Jof his cha-
rater-and his life, whichjhave not yet
‘been mentioned, we have faken this op-
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! rtupity to communicate fo the public. F

~His grandfather, Fobn|Buxton, was
vicar of Eimeton in Derbyfbire, and hia
father, 7m Buxton, was {choolmalter of
the fame pantth; but Feded; i
tanding the profeflion of

he is father, is
-exireamly illiterate, having]

by whate-
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ver accident, been {o'much neglefted in
his yourh as_neverto have been taaght
to write : How h came firlt to know
the relative proportibas of pumbers,and
théir progretfive denpminations, he does
not remember ; but b this he has appli-
ed the whole force of his mind, and up-
on this his attenticn §s conﬁam]y.hx:d,
fo that he frequently thkes no cognizance
of external onjeéts, And when he does
itis only with retpe¢
The fame attention ©
as well by what he b
{ces. If any {pace of ¢
he will {oon efter fay
minutes, and if any ¢
will affign the number
without any queftion
or any calculation exg

10 their numberst
his mind appears
bars as by What he
me is 1aentioned,
that it is fo many
iftance of way, he
of hair’s breadths,
rm’mg heen afked,
elted by the com-

pany.

By this method he
{ed the power of his#
fpe€t 1o figures, and
common produflsin
he can have immedi
number of minutes i
breadths in a mile,
When he once comp
which is not with
time, he begins to w
faciiity, and will le
half wrought, and, at
months, refume it, be
left off, and proceedi
is compleated. '

His memory woul
been equally retentiv
other ohjells, if he l‘\
ther obje€ls with eq
his perpetual applicat
prevented the (malleft
other knowledge, and his mind feems
to have retalaed fewef ideas than thatof
a boy of ten years old), in the {ame clals
of iife. He has been fpmetimes afked,nn
his retarn from churph, whether he re-
membered the text, [Er any part of the

has greatly encres-
memary, with 1e-
ftored up feveral
vis mind to whizh
te recourfe, as the
a yuar, of hair's
and many others.
ehrnds a queftion,
i difficulty and
brk with amaaing
ve a Jong quefiion
the end of feveral
binning whete he
hg regularly ift it

d certsinly have
, with reipeét to0
ad attended to o-
wal diligence; but
on to figures has
acquifi.ion of any

fermon, but it nevef appeared that he
brought away one lefjence : His mind,
!

vpon
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upon 2 clofer examiaation, being found
to have been pufizd, even during divine

fervice in it favourite operation, €ither A

dividing fome time or fome [pace into
the {mailcft knowni parts, ot refolving
fome queltion thatihad been given hrm
as a teft of his abilities. His power of
abltraétion is {o giear that no noife in-
errupts him; and, ifhe is afked any -
gueftion, he immcdiate‘.{ replies, and
returns again to his cdlculation, withour g
apy confufton, or the lofs of more time
than his anfwer required.  His rpfthod
of working is peculiar to mmfelf, and
by no means the horteft or the cleaveft,as
will appear by the following exawmple :

H= was required to mulvply 456 by
35S, which he had compleated as Toon
as & perlon in company had prodac’d the
produét in the common way ; and up-
on being regielted to work it audibly,
that his method might be known,
he multiptied 456 firtt by 5, which
produced 2280, which he again multi-
plied by 2o, and found the produét
45600, which waj the muldiplicand
niultiplied by 100 ; this produtt he a-
gain multiplied by 3, which produced

" 136800, which was the fum of the fmul-
tiplicand multiplied by 300 ; it remain-
ed therefore to mulnply it by 78,which
he effeted, by multiplying 2280 ‘the
produét of the mulipiicand mauliiplied
by 5) by 155 5 dmes 15 being 75 ; this
product being 34200, he added tothe
136800, which was the multiplicand E
multiplicd by 300, and this produced
171000, which wasl37s times 456 ; to
compleat his operafton therzfore, he
muliplied 456 by %5, which produced
1368, and having added thisnumber to
171000, he found the prodalt of 4356
muliipiled by 378 ta be 1723068.

Thus itappears that his arithmetic is
perfe@lly his own, dnd thac he 1s fo lit-
tie acquainted with' the common rules

. as to maltiply 4356 firlk by 5, and the
produét by zo, to: find what fum it
would produce mjltiplied by 100,
whereas, if he had added two noughrs
to the figures, he would have obtained .
it at once,

The only objeéts é)f Fedediab's curio- -
fity, excepi figures, were the king and
royal family, and hib defire to fee them ™
was fo ftrong, that, 1n the beginuing of
the fpring, he waiked to London on pu--

_pole, bur at lalt retyrned difappoinred,
the king having jufl removed to Ken-
fington a3 Fedediah came into London.
He was howevcr introduced to the
Royal Society, whom hé cal ed the vilk
of the Siety Court: - the gentiemen who
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Buxton’s Me;l)&d of multiplying Figures.

wére prefent afked him feveral quefti-
ons in arithmetic} to prove his abilities,
and difmniffed him with an handiome
gratuity. L SR

During his refidence in Zendin he was
carried to fee King-Richard I11. per-
formed at Drury Lare playhoute, and it
was expefted “ejther that the novelty
and- the fplendour: of the fhow would
have fAxed him in aftonifhment, or kept
his imagination in 4 continual hurry
or that his paflioas would, in fome de-
gree have beentouched by the power
of ation, if he had not perfeftly un-
deritocd the diglogue ; but. Fedediah’s
mind was employed in the playhoufe
juft as it was emiployed at church. Du-
ving the dance he fixed his attention up-
on the number of fteps; he declared afier
a fine piece of mufick, that the innume-
rable founds produced by the nftruments
had perplexed him beyond meafure, and
he attended even to Mr Garrick only to
count the words that he uttered, in
which, he fays, he perfeftly {ucceeded.
" Fedediab is iow {afely rewurned to the
place of his birth, where, if his enjoy-
ments are few, his wifhes do not
feem to be move : He applies to his la-
bour, by which he fubfifts with chear:
fuluefs ; he regrets nothing that he left
behind hiniin London, and it is ftill his
opinion, that a flice of rufty bacon af-
fords the moil delicious repalt.

Aecount of 2 Fenrney frem William{burg
rg the French Fort, near the Lake Ex-
ri, iz Virginia.

HE French having been lately
ere@ting forts, and making fer-
tlements upon-the river Objo, in the
weltern parts ot Firginia, which are
known to be the proverty of Great Bré-
tain, Major George Wafbington was fent
by Governor Dunwiddie, with a letter to
the French commandant on that river,
by which he was required to depart.
Mr Wafbington fer ont on the g1t of
Oftober 1753, and reached #5/l's Creek
on the 14h of Novemler ; from whence

G he pioceeded ihe next day with Mr

Gif?, a perfin whom he had engaged as
a guide, & Freach interpieter, two In-
dian traders, and {ome o.her attendants
and [ervants, wuh horfes and proper ac-
commodations for the journey. B
At aimall diltance trom the fork o
the Ob.o, after 27 days travel, he called
upon Skiigifs, king.of the Delaware In-
dians, who -weat with him to Logg's

“town, ‘wheresne 1ntended to aflemble

the chiefs of e Six Nations, in: order
]
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ta-engage them in his intereft, and in-  plaifance, and invited him .‘t_o,‘yfpgpe‘ri‘
duce them to yenounce all connexion _the invitation was accepicd, an ghc
with the Freach. .« .- wine having foon put ap ‘end’ to the
One of the chiefs, called the Hulf  caution of his company, they no longer
King, whao had laely been ajourncy @ congealed their deftgns. They 10}d him
the Fremch commayder, was ablent at 4 that they deicrmmg&‘to take poficflipn
Yis huntingcabbin, but a meflenger be-  of the Obis, to which they pretended
ing immediatel; ‘dn%;[[eh‘d to him,.-he arght from a difcovery made by one
came the next day. Mr Hgfbingtontook  /Ja Selle 60 years ago; that their view
him afide, .with his fudian interpreter,  was to prevent the Englifb from mak-
and enquired the view of his expediti- . ingany fettlements upon it, which they
on, and how he had fucceeded. ~ knew they fhould accomplifh, for tho®
The chief told him, that he remon- B the Eng/i/b could raife two men for
ftrated againft their encroachments ona  their one, yet their mortions were too
territory whichbelonged neither tothem  flow to prevent any underiaking of
nortotheEngly/b,declaringthat he would  theirs. ) o
keep both at arms length, and would _Mr Wajbington had not introduced
join in amity with thac ide only which  his fadian aflocrates to thefe gentlemen,
withdrew into thofle bounds that had  becaufe Foncaire underftoo the lan-
originally been prefcribed : That he , guage, and he feared they might be
was anfwered by the Fremchman with C feduced from their purpole ; however
great haughutinefs, wha faid, that he  the rain that fell on the next day, hav-
feared not flies or mulquetas, and fuch  ing rendered it impoflible 10 proceed to
he held the/zdians to be; that they might  the fort, JFowcaire heard where they
expeét kindnefs if they fybmitied to his  had_been left, and fent for them.
will, and if not he would tread them  When they came in he receiv'd them
under his feet. ) with expreflions of the umoft joy,
.On the 26th of Nov. Mr Wafbington [y gently upbraided them with being io
met the chiefsin council, when they a-  near, and yet neglelting to vifit him,
greed thatthewampum * delivered bythe  gave each of them Jome trifling pre-
Freach to them fhould be returned, asa  {ents, and at length made them drunk.
fymbol of abolithing all agreements be- It was now impoffibie to get them a-
tween them ; that {ome of them fhould  way ; they faid that all the affairs be-
attend Mr Wafbington.with 2 fufficient  twéen their nation and the French,
guard for his defence, and fome of their _ were left 10 Mr Foncaire ; and with
beft hunters to furnifh him with provi- E him they would {ranfact them. Ac-
fions during the journey. cordingly a kind of council was held,
Afier a delay of fome days, he {etout  apd the chiefs were prefent; they con-
. with three of the chiefs, the HaJf King,  tinued firm to their refolution, and of-
Fbite Thunder, Fefta Kake, and one of  fered Foncaire the wampum which they
their beflt hunters ; it. having been de- " had determined 1o retyrn.  This how-
termined, after more mature confidera-  ever he artfully refuled to recetve, and
tion, that a greater number mightalarm F defired that it might be delivered to
the French, and caule them to be rude- * the commandant at the fort. |
ly treated. To the fort however he had no
On the 4th of December they arrived = mind they thould go, for having eluded
-at Fenargos, about 60 miles from Lsgs  the a&t by which all treaties weie vacas-
town, where they found the Freach  ed, helaboured by every artifice in his
colours hoifted upon a houfe, from  power. to detain the chicfs, till Mr
which they had driven Fobr Frafier,an  [7afbington returned from his expediti-
L Englifb fubjeét 5 to this houfe Mr #2/4- G oun, on which he would then have been
ingtor immediately repaired, and en- — obliged to roceed alope. o
quired for the commandant; he was. But the i;dzm interpreter having re-
foon introduced to three officers, one ceived inftruttions o be always with
of whom, captain Foncaire, informed  them, and Mr G being fent on pur-
him.that he had the command of O#4ie, pofe to fercih them, they were, with
but that there was a general officeraithe  rnuch difficulty brought away, and on
next fort, to whom it would be beft 10 the 7th of Deceaber, aboui 11 in the
apply for an anfwer. This gentleman Hfore:noon, the whole company fet our
-treared- Mr Wafbington with great com- *3 for the forr, which was diltant about 60
7 ™A fifing of Indian money, which s giv.  miles. )
_en as'a.marl of ami , vificati This journey coft them four days, as
4 u:aries.m"k of amicy and:the ratification of i« rainfﬁﬁ 208 Thowed meedlanily, anclt
gred
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great' part of the way was mire and
{wamp : They arrived on the 11th, and
on the 12th waitéed upon the governor,
to ‘whom Mr Walbington offcred his
commiffion -and letter, which he wus
defired to keep till the arrival of M.
Riparti from the nexc fort, upon whom
the principal command was jult devol-
ved, upon the'death of the late general.

This gentleman who is a knight of
the order of St Lewis, and named Legu-
ardeur de St Piere,when he had received

they did not arrive there till the 2z2d,

A they found the horles waiting. ap
this place, all things were got ready: t4
purfue their journey by lind, on . the
next day, and the Half King was afk’dy
whether he would go with them; or
by water; he anfwered that' Hhbite
T bunder had hurt himfelf very: muchj
and was unable to waik, fo that he
fhould be obliged to carry him down
ina canoe. Mr Wafbington eafily dif-
covered, that he intended to flay {ome

the letter from Mr Wafbington, im- B days at Fenange, and knew that Foncaire

mediately withdrew into a private a-
purtment, where the captain tranflated
it, and Mv Hafbington was then defired
to bring his 1n.erpreter to perufe and
correét his tranflation.

On the 13th a council was held to
confider what aniwer Mr i7Fafiington
fhould carry back, which however he
did not receive' till- the evening of the
nextday. In the mear time he percei-
ved that every pofiisle art was praétiled
upon the Indians, to prevent their re
turning with him + He therefore prefled
them to execute their defign wichout de-
lay ; upon their application they were
admitted to an audience the fame night,
when the Half King offered the wam-
pum to the commandant, but he decli-
ned to take it as Foncaire had done at Ve-
nango.He (aid, he defired to live at peace
and trade amicably with them,as a proof
of which he would immediztely fend
fome goods for them, to Liges Town; he
found means to keep them all the rgth,
by promifing them a prefent of guns in
the morning, and labour’'d hard to keep
them thdt day al{o, but Mr W afbingien,
urging their promife not to leave him,
nor delay his journey beyond thart time,
they embarked with him on the 16th in
a canoe, which had been well provided
with liquor and provifion, Mr #bing-
ton having {ent the horfes unloaded to
Venango, as he perceived them to grow
weaker and weaker every day, and the
{fnow encreafed very fait,

Their paflage down the creek was
extremely tedious and fatigoing ; they
were many times very mear being
ftaved againft rocks, and many times
were obliged to getout und remain more
thian half an hour in the water to get the
canoe over fhoals : Atone place the ice
had rendered the ftream unnavigable,
and they were then compelied to take
their cznoe out of the water, and-cary
it over d neck of land, above a quarter
of a mile. As the creek is extremely
crooked, the diftance by water frem the
tort to Prmange is 130 miles, fo thar

would repeat his {tratagems to let him
apsintt the Englifb: He thercefore 2d.
monithed him to be upon his guard,
and not {uffer his refolution 1o be thaken
by Aattery and fair fpecches. Lhe king
replyed, that he knew the French too
weil 10 be the duge of any ariifice

C which they could prafice, and that al-

though he could not accompany -his
friend, yet he would meer him .at the
forts, and pronounce a{peech for him
to carry to the governor.

The horfes were now fo feeble, and
the baggage o heavy, thatit was doubt-

D ed, whether they would be able to per-

form the journey. Mr#a/bington, and
Mr Gifi, therefore gave up their horfes
to affilt in carrying the baggage, and
the major having put himielf into-an
Indian walking drefs, proceeded on foot.
The horfes however being every day
lefs able to travel, he found 1f he walked

E with them he fhould be greaily delay’d,

that the cold increafed very faft, and
that the roads were made worfe every
hour, by a deep fnow continually freen-
ing ; he therefore, being impatient to
report his:proccedings, determined to
pralecute his journey the nearelt way
through the woods. Accordingly on.the
26 be Jetr his attendants in charge of
the biggage, with money, and direéli-
ons to provide neceflaries for them-
felves from place to place; and having -
wrapped himfelf in a watch coat, he
fet out with his gun in his hand, and
a pack containing his papers and pra-
vifions, st his back, accompan‘ed only
by Mr Gi#Z, who was equipped in.the
fame manner, : w
The day following, juft -as they had.
pals'd a place called the Murdering Toeon,
they fell in with a party of French In-
dians, who' 'had laid in waic "for them,
one of whom fired at them, but forw-

H nately miffed his mark ; theugh™he was

‘not diftant racre than 1 ¢ paces.” Asfoon
as the repore:of ‘the piece had potthe

- travellers upon cheir guard, the-#hdions

made off, except the lellow that fived,
2389 vhom



. End of bis expedition.—!

whom they feized and kept in cuftody
ill g at night'; when they fuffered him
io 'efcape, and continned walking alt
the remaining. part of the night, with-
out making aoy ftop that they might the
aext day be out of tne reach of puruit,
knowing that they would be tracked
as {oon as it was light.
i+ The next dey alfo they continued
travelling till it was quite dark, and
rezched the river about tvwvo miles above
Shannapins, a town on the fork. They
expelted 1o have found it frozen quie
.over, but the ice exiended only aoout
‘co yards {rom the {hore on each fide,
arfd great quantities of ice weie driv-
ing in the middie. There was theze-
fore no way to pals it but on a ralt,
which they fer abaur, theugh they had
but onc harchet between them, and,
after the inceflant labour of a whole
day, they compleated it jult av funfe:.
Ugon this ralt, having wi.h much difi-
culty launch’d it, they embarked,but be-
fore they goc half way over they found
them{eives falt among the ice, and ex-
pefted every moment that the raft
would be fun¥ under it, and leave them
to inevitabl: defiruftion. In nis dif-
trefs, the major put out his fetting pole,
that, if poflible the ice might pafs clear
of his raft, but the rapidity of the
fiream drove it with fuch violence a-
gainft the pole, that being unwilling to
utt it he was jerk’d inro ten feet water:
%‘Ie fortunately faved himfelf by catch-
ing hold of one of the raft logs, but
with all their efforts they could not get
the ratt to either fhore, and were there-
fore obliged to quit it at whatever ha-
zarJ, and make 10 a neighbouring i-
{fland ; upon this ifland they continued
all night, and the cold to which they
were expos’d, was {o fevere, that Mr
G7f? had all his fingers frozen, and fome
cf histoes ; in the moraing they found
the water {hut up, and withou: diffi-
culty waik'd from the ifland over the
ice to the next fetdement.  On the 1ft
of- Fanuary they jeft this place, and on
the 2d, arrived at Mir Giff's, where the
mazjor provided himfelf with a horfs,

-and reach’d Wi/ltamfburgl onthe 16th.

_The purport of the aniwer which hLe
-brought 10 governor Dirzidaie, was,
,that the Commandant would fend his
Jetter to them ayquifs Duguifne,that what-
ever he-commandea fhould be done,
and that in il:e meap time he was deter-
mined to kepr his ftation.

DNote, the reader may confplt Mr Pople’s
map of Wy merice, tor- the fiwation of the
feveral places above mentioned,

-American Conteft. 321

Some Account of the Encroachments made
by the French on the Britilh Settlements
in America. (See p. 252.}

A IN the treaty of Utrecht, which was

confirm'd by that of dix /e Chapelle,
the Indians called the Six Nations, were
acknowledged by Framce to be fubject
to,Great Britain, and it is flipulated
that neither thefe, nor any other Insi-
ans, whe were friends to the Englifh,
fhould be molefted by the French, but
B that the fubjeéts of both crowns fhould
enjoy free liberty of going and coming
to the colonies of either, for the pro-
motion of trade as a common benefit,

In the year 1742, the {ix nations en-
tered into treaty with feveral other na-
tions which had been conquered by
them, were then in their alliance, and
traded with the Eng/ifb : The warriors
of thefe nations amounted at leaft to
17,000, and with thofe of the fix na-
tions were able to burnall the /adians in
Canada.

Since this time thercfore, the Freach
have been indefatigable in their attempts
D to draw off the fix nations, and their
allies, from the Eng/ifb intereft to their
own ; and alfo to engage the tribes
which inhabit the vaft countries that lie
along the great lakes and rivers to
the Welt of the Apalachian mountains,
which are more than double the num-
ber of the fix nations and their allies, in
a defign to exclude the Eng/ifb from all
trade and cocmmerce with them.

In order to accomplifh this projedt,
they have entered the country of rhele
Indians, upon the back of his majefty’s
fouthern colonies, and within the li-
mits of his territories, with large bo-
F dies of troops, feized the effeéts, and
captivated the perfons of the Exglifb,
whom they found trading there, ablo-
lutely denied their right to traffic with
thaole nations, and erected a line of forts
upon all the akes and rivers, trom Ca-
nada voMiffifippi. to prevent luch traffic ;
at the fame time committing hoftilities
againft fome of the tribes that were m
friendhip with the Eng/ifb, engaging o-
thers to tzke up the hatchet againlt them,
and threatning deftruétion to all who
fhould oppole their defign of driving
them out of that country : They have
allo pufed on their encroachments with
equal vigonr, quite round his mejefty’s
eatern colonies, where [hey.havc enga-
ged all the Jrdiars 1o a&t with them a-
gainft the Englifb.

If the French prevail in the ﬁrﬁypﬂrt
of this fcheme, and gain a general In-

Tt fluence
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great part of the way was mire and
fwamp : They arrived on the 11th, and
on the 12th waited upon the governor,
to ‘whom Mr ¥ afbington offered his
commiffion -and letter, which he was
defired to keep till the arrival of M.
Riparti from the next fort, upon whom
the prificipal command was jult deval-
ved, upon the death of the late general.
" This gentemian who is a knight of
the order of St Lezeis, and named Legu-
ardeur de St Picre,when he had received

A

they did not arrive there till the z2d.

As'they found the horfes waiting -at
this place, all things were got ready to
purfue their journey by land, on the
next day, and the Half King was afl’dy
whether he would go with them, or
by warer; he anfwered that . W hire
T bunder had hurt himfelf very much,
and was unable to waik, fo that he
fhould be obliged to carry him down
inacanoe. Mr I gfbington eslily dif-
covered, that he intended to ftay fome

the letter from Mr Wafbington, im- B days at Venango, and knew that Joncaire

mediately withdrew into a private a-
partment, where the captain tranflated
11, avd Mr Wafbington was then defired
to bring his In.erpreter to perufe and
corret s tranflation.

On the 13th a council was held o
confider what anfwer Mr i nfbington
fhould carry back, which however he
did not receive’ tilk the evening of the
nextday. In the mean time he percei-
ved that every poffiizle art was practiled
upon the Indians, to preveat their re
turning with him < He therefore prefled
them 1o execule their defign wichout de-
Jay ; upon their applicarion they were
admitted to an audience the {ame night,
when the Half King offered the wam-
pum to the commandant, but he decli-
ned to take it as Foncaire had done at Ve-
nango.He faid, he defired to live at peace
and trade amicably with them,as a procf
of which he would immediztely fend
fome goods for them, to Liggs Town; he
found means to keep them all the 15th;,
by promifing them a prefent of gunsin
the morning, and labour’d hard to keep
them that day alfo, but Mr #a/bington,
vrging their promife not to leave him,
ror delay his journey beyond that time,
they embarked with him on the 16th in
a canoe, which had been well provided
with liquor and provifion, Mr /T /bing-
tez having {ent the horfes unloaded to
Venango, as he perceived them to grow
weaker and weaker every day, and the
fnow encreafed very fait.

Their paflage down the creck was
extremely tedious and fatiguing ; they
were many times very mnear being

ftaved agamft rocks, and many times
were obliged to get out and remain more
than half an hour in the water to get the
canoe over fhoals : At one place the ice
had rendered the fiream unnavigahle,
and they were then compelied to take
their canoe out of the water, andcary
-3t over a neck of land, above a quarter
of a mile. As the creek is extremely
crooked, the diftance by water from the
fort to Penange is 136 miles, fo that

would repeat his ftratagems to fet him
againit the Englifb: He therefore ad-
monifhed him o be upen his guard,
and not {uffer his refoluucn 1o be thaken
by flattery and fair fpecches. 'he king
replyed, that he knew the French too
weil (0o be the dure of any ariifice

C which thiey could prattice, and that al-

though he could not accompany his
friend, yet he would meer him at the
fortz, and pronounce a{peech for him
to carry to the governor.

The horfes were now {o feeble, and
the baggage fo heavy, thatit was doubt-

D &d, whether they would be able to per-

form the journey. Mr@afbington, and
Mr Giff, therefore gave up their horfes
to aflift in carrying the baggage, and
the major having put himielf mto .an
Indian walking drefs, proceeded on foot.
The horfes however being every day
l2fs able to travel, he fsund if he walked

B with them he fhould be greadly delay’d,

that the cold increafed very faft, and
that the roads were made worfe every
hour, by a deep fnow continually freez-
ing ; he therefore, being impatient to
report his proccedings, determined to
prolecute his journey the ncareit way
through the woods. Accordingiy on.the
2601 he Jefo his attendants in charge of
the biggage, with money,and direéti-
ons to provide neceflaries for them-
felves from place to place; and having
wrapped himlelf in a watch coat, he
fet out with his gun in his hand, and
a pack containing his papers and pro-
vifions, at his back, accompan’ed only
by Mr G2, who was equipped in the
{sme manner, : i1
The day following, juflt as theyhad.
pals’d a place called the Muyrdering Lo,
they fell in with a party of French In-
drans, who had laid in wait for: them,
one of whom fired at them, bat forw-

H nately mifled his mark; theugh he was

not diftant more than 15 paces. As foon
as the report of the piece had par the
travellers upon their guard, the-fedons
made off, except the fellow that fived,

249 yvhem



End of bis expedition.—

whom they feized and kept in-cuftody
il g at night'; when they fuffered him
to efcape, and continned walking all
the remaining part of the night. with-
out making any ftop.that they might the
next day be out of tne reach of purfuit,
knowing-that they wouid be tracked
as foon as it was hght. )

The next day alo they continued
travelling till it was quite dark, and
reached the river about iwo miles avove
Shannapins, a town on the fork. They
expected torhave'found it frozen quiie
over, but the ice e=:ended only aoout
goyards {rom the hore on each fide,
afd great quantities of ice were driv-
ing in the middie. There was thee-
fore no way to pals ic but on a rult,
which they fer abour, though they had
but one hatrcher between them, and,
after the inceflant labour of a whois
day, they compleated it jult at {unfer.
Upon this ralt, having wih much difhi-
culty launch'd it, they embarked,but be-
fore they goi Lialf way over they fourd
them{eives falt among the ice, and ex-
peted every moment that the raft
would be funk under it, and leave them
to-inevitabl: deftruftion. Inthis aif-
trefs, the major put out his {euting po'e,
that, if poflible the ice might pals clear
of his raft, but the rapidity of the
fiream drove it with fuch violence a-

ainft the pole, that being unwilling to

utt it he was jerk’d inro ten teet water:
(li-lc fortunately faved himf{elf by catch-
inz hold of one of the raft logs, but
with all their efforts they could not get
sthe raft to either fhore, and were there-
fore obliged to quit it at whatever ha-
zard, and make 10 a neighbouring i-
{fland ; upon this ifiand they continued
all pight, and the cold to which they
were expos’d, was {o fevere, that Mr
Gi/f had all his fingers frozen, and {ome
of histoes ; in the morning they found
the water fhut up, and withou: diffi-
culty wak'd from the ifland over the
iceto the next fetrlement.  On the 1ft
of Fanuary they Jeft this place, and on
the 2d, arrived at Mir Gi//’s, where the
major provided himfelf with a horfe,

‘and reach’d Williamnfburgh on the 16th,

The purport of the aniwer which he

roughito governor Dinwiddie, was,
that tiie Comymandant would fend his
letter to them arquifs Dugwifne,that what-

ever ‘he- commanded {houid be done, H

and thapin ilie meap time he was deter-
mined to kept his ftation...
ws Dotes the reader muay confplt Mr Pople’s
mag of N, dmerica, tor-.the fitvation of the
deveral places above meationed,
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Some Account of the Encroachments made
by the French on the Britith Settlements
in America. (See p.252.}

IN the treaty of Utrecht, which was
confirm'd by that of Aix /e Chagellz,
the Indfans called the Six Nations, were
acknowlcdﬁed by France to be fubject
to, Great Britain, and it is flipulated
that neither thele, nor any other Indi-
ans, who were friends to the Engh/b,
fhould be molefted by the French, but

B that the fubjefts of both crowns {hould

enjoy free liberty of going and coming
to the colonies of either, for the pro-
motion of trade as a common benefit,

In the year 1742, the {ix nations en-
tered into treaty with feveral other na-
tions which had been conquered by
them, were then in their alliance, and
traded with the Eng/i/b : 'The warriors
of thefe nations amounted at leaft to
17,000, and with thofe of the fix na-
tions were able to burn all the /z#7ans in
Canada.

Since this time thercfore, the French
have been indefatigable in their attempts

pto draw off the fix nations, and their

allies, from the Englifb intereft to their
own ; and alfo to engage the tribes
which inhabit the vaft countries that lie
along the great lakes and rivers to
the Welt of the Apalachian mountains,
which are more than double the num-
ber of the fix nations and their allies, in
a defign to exclude the Eng/ift from all
trade and commerce with them.

In order to accomplifh this projedt,
they have entered the country of thele
Indians, upon the back of his majefty’s
fourthern colonies, and within the li-
mits of his territories, with large bo~
dies of troops, feized the effeéts, and
captivated the perfons of the Englifh,
whom they found trading there, abfo-
lutely denied their right to treffic with
thole nations, and erected a line offogts
upon all the lakes and rivers, from Ca-
nada toMiffi/ippi, to prevent fuch traffic ;
at the fame time committing hoftilies
againft fame of the tribes that were in
friend(hip with the Englifb, engaging o-
thers to take up the hatcher againll them,
and threatning deftruétion to all who
fhould oppole their defign of driving
them out of that country : They have
alfo puthed on their encroachments wn’h
equal vigoor, quite round his majefty’s
eaitern colonies, where they have enga-
ged all the Ind;'z}}ﬂ]: to a€t with them a-

ainft the Englifb.
g I‘}ﬁ;he Ffé’iﬁ‘/) prevail in the ﬁrﬁ‘p'anrt
i and gain a general In-
of this fc!;{gx?e, nd ga Totnce
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fluence and dominion over the Indians
behind the 4palachian mountains, they
will, in a few years, have 2 moft formi-
dable army of fndians at their ccn_)mand,
who, inftead of being maintained at
their expence, will greatly enrich them,
by carrying on with them an_exclufive
far trade ; his majefty’s fouthern colo-
nies will be continually harrafled by
thefe Indians, at the direftion of the
French, who will fupport them from
Cunada on one fide, and BMififippi on
the other ; and their retreat behind the
mountains will be fecured by a ftrong
line of forts, which command the na-
vigation of all the lakes and rivers. If
the French, at the {ame time, can alfo
accomplifh their defign againft theEaftern

rovinces, in which they are already
far advanced, all the Eng/i/b colonies
will be involved in one general calami-
ty, and our enemies muft remain {ole
maflers of the continent.

To prevent the execution of projels
fo fatal to our trade, and derogatory
from our honour, feveral meafures have
been taken: In O&ober 1753, Major
Wafbington was difpatch’d by Mr Dizn-

widdie, governor of Virginia, to require D

them, ina {folemn manner, to withdraw
from the banks of the Obig, which they
were perfiting to fortify, and alfo to
engage the fix nations to continue firm
in their attachment to England. But the
French having refufed to depart, and the
Indians being found wavering, orders
were foon after received from England
to repel force with force, and not only
to prevent them from building forts on
the Okio, but te drive them from all
the fettlements which they have made
contrary to treaty, ard in violation of
the known boundaries to which the
two nations had agreed. Inconfequence
of thefe orders, a number of forces
from the feveral provinces were order-
ed to form a camp upon the Qbis, to
the amount of two thoufand men, and
feveral fums of money were voted, as
well to fupport thefe troops, as to raile
more, to the amount of 200,000/,

While thefe forces were aflembling, G

the French pufhed their encroachments
fiill farther, and committed yet more
open hoflilites.

They took the Block-houfe and
Truck houle ereted by the Pirginians
at Logs-Toewn on the Obio, cut off all the
waders but two, and carried off in
goods, furs, and fkins, to the amount
of 20,000/ fterling, fo that the fkin-
trade in that part is totally obftrutted.

4 body of icoo men, under the

Condust of the French in Ametica.

command of Monfieur 4z Contrecarurs
in' 300 canoes, and 16 battoes, with
19 pieces of cannon, came from Ve-
nangs to a fort on the forks of Mongn-
gabella, where an Englifb officer, with

A'three and thirty foldiers were in garri-

B

fon; and marching in regular order
within mufket fhot of the fort, demand-
ed an immediate {urrender, and threat-
ened upon his refufal to tske it by
force. 'The great fuperiority of the’
French oblige§ the officer to comply
with their demand, having obtained
leave to march out with all that the fort
contained. Soon after he met, firft,
with the forces that had been ordered
from Alexandria to reinforce him, and
then with 150 men, under the com-
mand of lieut. col. #afbington, but not
being ftrong enough to hazard a battle,

C they intrenched themfelves at Redffore

E

F

cteek, diftant about % miles from the
fort which had been abandened.

The camp, however, was at length
formed, and four or five waggons with
provifions having been difpatched for
us {upport, the Fremch gained intelli-
gence of them, and detach’d a party of
;I; men to intercept them ; but Captain

afbington immediately marched with
45 men to fuftain them, and a fkirmith
enfued, in which all the French were
either killed or taken prifoners, except
3, who were afterwards intercepted and
{calped by fome Indians.

In the mean time, letters were dif-
patched from England to the feveral go-
vernors of all our fettlements, acquaint-
ing them, that his majefty had ordered
a fum of money to be iflued for pre-
fents to the fix nations, as their revolt
to the French muft inevitably put an
end to our intereft in that part of the
continent, and direfting the governor
of New York to hold an interview with
them for the delivery of {uch prefents.

Thefe letters were communicated by
the feveral governors to each other,
and commiflioners from every province
were chofen to be prefent at the in-
terview, which was appointed to be
at Albary on the 14th day of Fune; at
this interview, purfuant to diretions
from the board of trade, it is' propofed,
that all the pravinces fhall be comprized
in one general treaty or league of
friendfhip with the fix nations, as the
moft effeCtual expedient to fix them
in our intereft, with ftipulations to
build forts in their country, wherever
it Thall be thought neceffary for their
common intereft ; and a promife, that
in the forts already built, and to be

buik



‘built hereafter, the {ame proteftion fhall

be afforded them, as is afforded by the 235 7 America.

French to their Indian allies, whofe
-wives:and children they receive, while
the hufbands and fathers go out to war.
i What was the iflue of .this interview
cannot yet be knmown, but we fhall en-
deavour to gratify the curiofity of our
readers by relating the events that fhall
arife inthis imporiant affait, in a regu-
dar Yeries, and fupport them by proper
h“lhél‘hy’. PR i

Account of our Affzirs in America, (con-

tinyed from p. 323.)

T HE congrefs at 4ltany, between
eommiflioners from our provinves in
America, which hxd by feveral acci
dents been delayed beyond the sp-
pointed time, has been fince held, but
the number of Irdians was much {majl-
er than ufual on fuch occafions. A ftate
of the Britifh interelt on the continent
was drawn up, #nd aplan of 2 general
union projefted, whizh the commiffio-
ners are to lay before their conftituents,
In the mean time, the Indians renewed
the treaties already {ubfifting, and decla-
ved a refolution totake up the harchet a-
gainfttheFrenck and their allies, defiring
the afliltance of the Eng/ifb to drive them
out of the country.

The tranfports got {afe into Ca/ro bay,
the beginning of 7u/y, and the {oldiers
were all in perfe@ health. At this place
they met with 43 Indlans of the Norridge-
soock tribe, and the governor immediate-
}y began a treaty with them, for buikd-
ing a fort on the Teutonic falls ; to this
they at firft objefled, but fooun after-
wards agreed, adding that he might
build on the Kennebeck where he would,
and fetcle the land- which his nation had
fairly purchafed. After this conceflion;
they had a grand dance, and departed
betore the arrival of the Penobfeotts,
whom the governor had invited by an
exprels, and has fince recetved intelli-
gence that they are coming.

On the other fide, the Frenck have
this ieafon reaped a crop of corn from
the lands on the borders of the Oéio,
which will be fufficient to fubfift the
troops, with which they are carrying
-on their invafiowns, till the next year.

- Col, Wafbington with 200 men, hav-
ing encamped in 2 wood, at the great
nmieadows, on the Obis, and defeared a
‘party of Freuch, that had been difpaich-
ed ©O'intercept fome provifions, (Sez p.
322. col, 2. 1) receiv’d intelligence
foop afterwards, that the French hearing
what had happened, and that he was
-foon afier to be reinforced with 500 men
from New York, were marchiog qoo

the Indians of the fix nanors, and B

39%
men from Monongabels to attack him.
TheColonel immediately prepared to
defend himielf againft fuch a fuperiority,
as well as he could, and began'to throw
up another intrenchment ; bat before it
was finifhed, the centine] gave notice
that the enemy was approaching, by
firing his piece. As the figual piece of
the centinel was loaded, and fired at the
enemy, it killed thres mepn, and the
fire was immediate'y returned in battal:-
ons, but at 600 yards diftance, and
without cffet ; the men werethen called
to arms, and drew up before the trench~
es,bat waited for the nearer 2pproach of
aeenemy to return their fire.  Upon
this they moved very irregularly 0o
another point of the woods, st the dif-
tance of aboat 60 yards, and there made
a fecond dilcharge. The Col. perceiv-
ing by this conauét, that they were de-
C tesmined not to sttack in the open field,
ordered his men ftill to referve their fire,
and retire back again inro the trenches,
which it was expeted anattempt woula
be made to force.

In this expeftation, however, he was
difappointed, and therefore ordered his
men to fire, after which the firing on
both fides continued, from eleven in
the morning till eight at nighc, 2ppa-
rently upon very unequal terms, onr
men beingin trenches full of waer,
during a fectled rain, and the Freack
defended by the trees,” Butnotwith-
ftanding the advintage of their fx-
E tumtion, and the fuperiority of therr
numbers, they called a parley, and the
Col. fufpeéting fome fraiagem, refuled
to admic them among his people, bug st
their requett fent two officers of hisown
to receive their propofals, which were,
that each fide fhould retire withour mo-
leftation, they to their fort at Monorzz-
bela, and we to Pill’s creek. ‘I'nis
propofal was accepied, and the nexs
morning our peopie began their march
with beat of drum, and colours flying,
but found it neceflary to leave behind "em
the baggage and ftores, being obliged
to march with the utmolt {peed, by the
want of provifions, and having neither
waggons nor horfes to tranfport them,
the enemy having killed not only the
horfes and caule, but every living crea-
ture even to the very dogs. Qur lafs s
{aid to amount to about 100 men killed
and wounded, and that ot tne Frovch o
j00. Thedifadvantage which we nave
H tuttained by being thus obTg=d to a-

bandon the O4io, 15 imputed o _hedeiay

of the reinforcement troin MNew York,
which ought to have joined Coi. Hafb.
Ry R
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‘npton many months before this attion.
Such is the account faid to be pub-

Jifhed in the Pirginia Gazette ; but it

does not at all agree with the following

arricles of capitulation.

Capitolation granted July 3. by M. De Villier,
com. of bis moff cbrifian majelly's forces, to
the Englith troops in the Fairc of Neceflity,
buiir on the lands of the king’s duminions.
Acticle 1. We grant the Englt/b command-

er to retire with all bis gurrifon, and to1eturn

peaceably into his own country; and pramife
to hinder his receiving any infolt trom us

French ; apd to n?ﬂrain, as much as fhall be

in our power, the'Savages that are with us.

11, )t fhall be permitted them to go aur,
and carry with them all thatbelongsto them,
except the artillery, which we keep. ‘

111, That we wiil aliow them the honours
of war, that they march out drom berung,
with afwivel gun, being willing to thew them
that we treat them as friends.

IV, That, as fuor: as the articles are fign’d
by the onc part and the other, they flrike the
Englifb colours,

V. That to-morrow, at break of day, a de-
tachment of French thall go to make the gars
rifon file off, and take pofleffion of the fors.

V1. And as the Engli/b have few oxen ar
horles, they are free to hide their effeés, and
come and fearch for them when they have
met with their horfes; and that they may,
for this end, haye guardians in what number
they pleafe; upon condition that they will give
their word of honour not to work upon
any buildings in this place, or on this fide
of the mountain, during a year, to be ac-
counted from this day.

VII, And as the Englifb have in their
power an officer, two €adets, and moft of the
prifoners made in the affaffination of the Sieur
de Famunville, [an officer, who wwas bsarer of
a cilation, as appears by bis writings] that
they promife to fend them back with fafe-
guard to the fort du Guerne, fituated on the
Fine viver. And for furety of this article, as
well as this treaty, Mr Facoh) Pambraam,

B

Capiti'ation with the French 7z Virginia.

the bearer of s citation, the Siear Fe.
monville, whofe death they term’ an
aflaflination. But however this be, we
are told_that WWafbington was attacked
by the [adians when he marched away
the next morning, who killed fome an:{
plundered others, in which it is faid
they were encouraged by the Freuch
commander, conrary to the capitola-
tion, who, thriugh he pretended ta he
much concerned, and ran in among the
Judians with his {word drawn, yet in-
flead of atiempting to reffr.in and quiet
them, he commended their conrage,

There have teen {requent counciis
lately held here upon this fubjeét; and
we have good authority to fay, that eur
intercht in America will in a very fhort
time be effectuaily fupported ; and the
difputes there decided without preda-

C cing a declaration of war.

E

and Robert Stabo, both captains, fhall be left ¥

as hoftages till the arrival of the Canadians
and Fyench above-mentioned,

‘We oblige ourfelves on our part to give an
efcort to return in fafety thofe two officers ;
we expet cur French in two months and 2
half at fartheft; a duplicate bsing made upon
one of the pofty of our blockade the day a-
bove, CON. VILLIER.”

By the title of this capitulation, and
the general tenor of the articles, it ap-
pears that Wafbington wasnotin treqches,
butin a fort, which is called Fort Ne-
ceffity 5 his men are called the garrifon,
aud the French forces a bluckade. It
appears t0o, that what he terms calling
a-parley, was offering a capitulation ; ana
that the Freaco confider the defear of
their party upon pretence that it was
abour to ntercept fome provifions goirg
to our camp, (fez p. 322.c0/. 2. D) as

an aft of unjuﬁ:ﬁaBlc violence ag:,u'nit

G

Account of the Weather continued.
BArcMETER
Higheft 30 ;).  Loweft 29 5.
Greaeft vartatipn in one day {%.
Common itatien 30. 7
Thermometér within doors.
Higheft 67. Deg. Loweft 57.
Greatefl variation in one day 7 Deg.,
Common flation 63 Deg.

The weather during this month has been’
uncommonly dry, the air, for the moft part,
temperaie and ferene ; fornetimes approaching
in the middle of the day to fultry, whilft the
mornings and evenings were rather cold than
temperate.  On thk 7th and 81h we had fome
gentle thowers, the'wind S. W, and fomewhat
high ; the 1eft of the month was dry, and the
wind nostherly,

Cholera’s, inflammations of the bowels,
rheumatifms, and- intermitients have been the
moft common difedfes ; but a dangerous re-
mittent fever, tho’jnot very frequent bas beep
the moft alarmirgy the accels is commonly
vehement, the rgor hke that of a regular
tertian, the fubleghent heat intenfe, which
generally continues fo long, as 10 fhew that
It 15 rot of this genus: Partisl fweats fue-
ceed, which zfforaino relief, but leave the lafs
fisude and pains of the head and back as af-
fliting as at fift: In thic ftate it is common
for thofe who are called in to order bleeding.
The blood is ﬂwiﬂ, fot very denfey the fg=
sem of a degp yellow 3 the urine at the fame
time ‘is crude and high coleured. Bleeding
often miigates the tebsile fymptoms confider-
ably 5 but they rerurn in 24, hours, and induce
fome to bleed a fe\g:u*nd time. The refpire from
this {econa bicedipg is frequentiy more percep-
1 tble than the Arft, but a deJirvm ofen fal-

lows the rext night, with a drv tonrgne, quick
pulfe, high-coloired vrine, lacfe acrid fools,
catchings, watch!u'nhrt fs, and ‘hemeofl slarme
ing {yroptoms, Now and then they hald ont
to the 17th or ?Exb day, but moze commanly
d.op oft aboat the 14th or ;5:h,

1
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