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DREADFUL WRECK

OF THE BRIG

ST. LAWRENCE,

ON HER PASSAGE

From Quebec to New-York, 1780.

wtid B rrepr

ENSIGN William Prenties, of the 84th regiment, be~
ing charged with dispatches which he had received from
General Haldimand, commander in chief in Canada, for
General Clinton, embarked in the St. Lawrence, a small
sloop, bound from Quebec to New-York, November 17,
1780.

They set sail in company with a brig destined for the
same place, and earrying a duplicate of the dispatches.
Having descended the St. Lawrence to the harbour called
St. Patrick’s Hole, they were detained in that port by a
contrary wind, which continued six days. The winter be-
gan to set in, and ice, of considerable thicknes:, was soon
grmed on the banks of the river by the intenseness ot the

ost,

Before they reached the mouth of the river, it was disco-
vered that the sloop had sprung a small leak. They had
scarcely entered the gulph, when the ship began to make
considerably more water, and theugh two pumps were kept
constantly going, they still had two feet water in the holdd
On the other hand, the severity of the frost had increased,
and the ice collected about the ship so as to render them:
apprebensive of being entirely surrounded.. TFhey had. om
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DREADFUL WRECK OF

board only nineteen persons, six of whom were passengers,
and the others bad seamen.  As to the captain, to whom it
‘was patural to look up for assistance in this predicament,
instead of attending to the preservation of the ship, he pas-
sed the time 1n getting drunk in his cabin, without bestow-
ing a thought upon either her or her crew. '

The vwind continning to blow with the same violence, and
the water having risen in the hold tothe height of four feet,
cold and fatigue produceda general despondency among
the crew. Theseamen unanimousty resolved to desist from
their work. They abandoned ‘the pumps, and shewed the
utrnost indifference to their fate, declaring they would rather
go to the bottom with the ship, than exhaust themselves by
uscless labour in such a desperate situation, It must be ac-
knowledged, that for several days they had undergone exces-
sive fatigue, without any interval of relaxation, Theinacti-
tity of the captain had the effect of disheartening them still
more, However, by encouragement and promises, and by
the distribution of wine, which Ensign Prenties ordered very
seasonably to refresh them, he at length overcame their re-
factance.  During the interruption of their labour the water
had rizen anotber foot in thehold ; bhut their activity was.so
increased by the wariuth of the liquor, which he gave them
every half hour, and they stuck so closely to their work, that
that the water was soon reduced to less than three fect.

It was now the 3d of December. The wind appeared
every day to become more violent instead of abating. The
cracks in the vessel continued to Increase, while the ice at-
tached to her sides auginented her weight and checked her
progress, 1t wos necessary to keep constantly breaking this
crust of ive, which threatened to envelop the ship. 'The brig
by which they were accomipanied, “so far from being able to
Jend them any as-istance, was in a situation still more de-
plarable, haviag struck upon the rocks near the )sland‘, of
Coudres, through the ignorance of the pilot. . A-thick snow,
which then begun to fall, concealed her from them. The
guns which they fired alternately every half hour formed t'h.e
whole of their correspondence. They soon had the mortifi-
cation to find that their signal was not answered. She pe-
rished, together with her crew of sixteen persons, while it
was impossible for those of the St. Lawrence even to per-
ceive their disaster, or to endeavour to pick them up.

The pity ‘with which their melancholy fate inspired. the
crew of the St. Luwrence was soon diverted to thémselves,




THE BRIG 3T. LAWRENCE. o

by the apprehension of new danger. The sea ran very high;
the snow fell excessively thick, the cold was insupportable,
and the whole crew aprey to dejection. Thus sitnated, the
mate exclaimed, that they could not be far frem the Magda-
len Islands, a confused heap. of rocks, seme of which raise:
their heads above thesea, while others are concealed beneath
the surface of the water, and have proved fatal to-great
numbers of vessels. In less than two hours, they heard the
-waves breaking with a great noise upon those rocks, and
soon afterwards discovered the principal 1sland called the
Pead Man, which they with difficulty avoided. Their ap~
prehensions of danger were not the less alarming, for amidst
such a muititude of rocks, there was little probability of
their escaping with the same good fortune ; as the snow,
which fell faster than ever, scarcely suffered them to see from:
one end of the ship to the other. It would be difficult to de~
scribe the consternation and horrer with which they were
seized during the whole of this passage. But when they had
cleared it, aray of hope dawned apon the hearts of the sea-
men, who, upon considering the danger they had just esca=
ped, no longer doubted the interposition of Providence in
their favour, and redoubled their efforts with new ardour.

The sea became more turbulent during the night, and at
Bve ¢’elock the next merning a prodigious wave broke over
the ship, staved in her ports, and filled the cabin. The im-
petuosity of the waves having driven in the sternmost, they
endeavoured to stop the apertures with beef cut in slices ;
but this feeble expedient proved ineffectual, and the water
continued to gain upon them more rapidly than ever. The
affrighted crew had suspended, for a moment, the working of
the pumps; when they were about to Tesume their }abour'
they found them frozen so hard'that it was impossible te
work them afterwards, .

From that moment they lost all hope of saving the ship
and all their wishes were confined to her keeping above
water, at least till they reached St. John’s, or some other
island in the gulph, where they might be able to land with.
the aid of their boat. . _

Being left at the mercy of the wind, they durst not per-
form any manauvre, for fear of giving some dangel:ousvshqck
to the vessel, The weight of water, which was imcreasing;
every minute, retarded her progress, and the more wpld.
waves, whose course she checked, returned. with fury andi
broke over the deck, The cabin, in which they had taken:

s &
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refuge, afforded a feeble protection against thg howling tems
pest, and scarcely sheltéred them from the violence of the
icy waves. The gullsand wild ducks which hevered around
them, testified, it 1s true, that the land could not be far dis-
tant ; but the very approach to it became a new subject of
terror, How were they to escape the breakers with which it
might be surrounded, unable as it were to avoid, or even
to perceive them through the cloud of snow in which they
were enveloped ?  Such, for a few hours, was their deplora-
ble situation, when the weather having suddenly cleared,
‘they at length perceived the land at the distance of three
leagues.

The sentiment of joy, with which the first sight of it in-
spired them, was much abated upon a more distinct view of
the enormous rocks which appeared to rise perpendicularly
along the coast in order to repel them. The vessel, besides,
shipped such heavy seas as would have sunk her, had she
been more deeply laden. At each successive shock they
were afraid of seeing the ship go to pieces. Their boat was
too small to contain the whole of the crew, and the sea too
rough to trust to such a frail suppoit. Itappeared as if
they had made this fatal land only to render it a witness- of
their loss.

Meanwhile they continued to approach it. They were
not zbove a mile distant, when they discovered, with tran-
sport, around the menacing rocks, asandy beach, towards
which their course was directed, while the water decreased
so fast in depth as to prevent their approaching within fifty
or sixty yards, when the ship struck. The fate of their lives
was now about to be decided in a few minutes. She struck’
upon the sand with great violence. At the first shock the
maiimast went by the board, and the tiller was unshipped
with such force that the bar almost killed one of the seamen.
The furious reas which dashed against the shipon every side
staved in the stern, so that having no longer any shelter in
the cabin, they were ohliged to goupon deck, and to hold
fast by the rigging, for fear ofbeing washed overboard, In
a few moments the vessel righted a little, but the keel was
brokes, und the body of the ship seemed ready to ge to
picces.  Thus all their hopes were reduced to the boat,
wiiich oar hero had infinite trouble to get overboard, being‘_
so covered within and without with lumps of ice, of which
it was necessary to clear her,  Most of the crew having ta-
keu wine to endeavour to overcomne the fright with which
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they were seized, Captain Prenties gave a glass of brandy
to those who were sober, and asked if they were willing to
embark with him in the boat, for the purpose of getting an
shore.. Thesea was so rough that it appeared imﬁossible for
their crazy bark to keep it a moment without being over-
whelmed. Only the mate, two seamen, and a young psssen-
ger, resolved to risk themselves in a boat.

I the first moment of danger, our hero had put his dis-
patches in a handkerchief, which he tied round his waist,
Regardless of the rest of his property, he seized a hatchet
and a saw, and threw himself into the boat, followed by the
mate and his servant, who, more thoughtful than himself,
had saved out of his box a purse of one bundred and eight
guineas. ‘The passenger, not springing far enough, fell into
the sea, and their hands were so benumbed with cold as to
be almost incapable of affording him the smallest assistance.
When the two seamen had got into the boat, those who had
most obstinately refused to try the sume fortune, implored
now to be taken in: but leing apprehensive that the boat
would founder with the weight of such a number, Captain
Prenties ordered the boat to put off from the vessel. H
soon had occasion to congratulate himself for having stiffed
a sentiment of commisseration which might have proved fa-
tal to them. Though the shore was not above fifty yards
distant, they were met half way by a prodigious wave, which
half filled the boat, and would infallibly have upset her had
she been mote heavily laden. A second wave threw them
with violence upon the shore.

The joy to find themselves at length secure from those
dangers which had so long kept them in the most cruel
alarms, caused them to forget, for a moment, that they had
only escaped one kind of death, probably to endure another
more terrible” and painful.  While they embraced each
other, in their first transports, and congratulated themselves
on their escape, they could not but Le sensible of the dis-
tresses of their companions whom they had left on beard,
and whose lamentable cries they heard amidst the hoarse
noise of the waves. What augmented the affliction into
which they were plunged by this seutimeut, was, their being
unable to-ufford them any kind of assistance. Their boat
thrown upon the sand by the angvy waves, plainly testified
the impossibility of her breaking their force and returning
to the vessel, .

Night was fast approaching, and they had not been long
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upon this icy shore when they found themselves benumbed
with cold. They were obliged to walk over _the snow, which
sunk under their feet, to the entrance ofa little woed about
two hundred yards from the shore, which sheltered them a
bttle from the piercing north-west wind. They wanted a
fire to warm their chitied limbs, and had no means of kin-
dling one. The tinder<box, which they had taken_ the pre~
caution to put into the boat, had got wet by the last wave
that drove them on shore. . Exercise alone could prevent
their being frozen, by keeping their blood in circulation.

Captain P'renties being better acquainted than his com-
panions with the nature of these severe climates, recom-
mended to them to keep themselves in motion, in erder to
prevent being overpowered by sleep, But our young pas~
senger, whose clothes were soaked in the sea water, and were
frozen stiff upon his body, was unable to resist the drowsy
sensation always produced by the excessive cold which he
experienced. In vain our hero employed, by turns, per-
suasion and force to make him keep upon s legs. He
was therefore obliged to leave him to his supineness. After
walking abeut haif an hour, Captain Prenties was himself
seized with such a powerful inclination to sleep, that he felt
himsclf ready to sink to the ground every moment in order
to gratify it, till he returned to' the place where the young
man was laid. He put his hand to his face, and found it
quite cold, when he desired the mate to feel it. Fhey boths
conceived him to be dead. He replied, with a feeble voice,.
that he was not, but that he felt his end approaching, and
intreated Cupt. Prenties, if he suvvived, te write to his fa-
ther at New York, and inform him of his fate. In ten mi-
nutes they saw bim expire, without any pain, or at least
without strong convulsions.

This drezdful lesson was incapable of inducing the others
to resist the inclination to sleep by which they were attack-
€d. Three of them lay down in spite of our here’s exhorta=
tions. Seeing that it was impossible to keep them. on their
legs, he wentand cut twe branches of trees, one of which he:
gave tothe mate, and his whole employment, during the
remuinder of ‘hie night, was te keep his companions from.
sleeping, by striking them as soon as they closed their eyes..
This exercise was 0? benefit te themselves, at the same time
that it preserved the others from the danger of almost cer-
tain death. »

Day-light, which they awaited with such impatience, at
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length appeared. Our hero ran-to the shore with the mate,

to endeavour to discover some vestige of the ship, though

they had very little - hopes of finding any. What was their

surprise and their satisfaction to see that she had held toge=

ther, notwithstanding the violence of the wind, which seem- -
ed strong .enough to dash her into a thousand pieces during -
the night ! The first thing that Capt. Prenties did, was to

contrive how to get the remainder of the crew on shore.

The vessel, since they had quitted her, had heen driven by

the waves much nearer the shore, and the distance by which

shie was separated from it, he knew must be much less at

low water. When it was come, he called out to the people

in the ship to tie a rope to her side and let themselves down

one after the other. They adopted this expedient. Watcli-

ing attentively the motion of the sea, and seizing the oppor-

tunity of dropping at the moment when the waves retired,

they all got on shore without danger, except the carpenter.

He did not think proper to trust himself in that manner,

or probably was unable to stir, having used his bottle ra-

ther too freely during the night. The general safety was at-

tached to that of each individual, and our hero was doubly
rejoiced to see around him such a number of his comganions

i misfortune, whom he imagined to be swallowed up by

the waves but a few hours before.

. The captain, before he left the ship, fortunately provided
himself with all the materials necessary for lighting a fire.
The company then proceeded towards the forest: some fell
to work to cut wood, others to coilect dry branches scattered
‘on the ground, and soon a bright flame, rising from a large
pile, produced a thousand acclamations of joy. Considering
the extreme cold which they had so long endured, no enjoy-
ment could equal that of a good fire. They crouded round
it-as closely as possible to revive their benumbed limbs. But
this enjoyment was succeeded, in general, by excruciating
pain, as soon as the heat of the five penetrated into those
parts of the body which had been bitten by the frost. The
mate and our hero were the only exceptions, -on account of
the exercise they had taken during the night. All the
others had been more or less attacked, bothiin the ship and
on shore, The convulsive movements produced in their un-
fortunate companions, by the violence of the torments they
endured, would be too hoirible for description.

When they came to make a review of their company,
Captain Green, a passenger, wasmissing. It seems, he had
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fallen asleep in the ship, and had been frozen do death.
Their anxiety was renewed on account of the carpenter, who
was left behind. The sea continued to roll with unabated
fury, so that it was impossible to send the boat to his relief,
they were obliged to wait the return oflow water; when they
at length, persuaded him to come on shore in the same
manner as thie others ; which he did with extreme difficulty,
being reduced to a state of the ntmost weakness, and frozen
in almost every part of his body.

Night arrived, and they spent i rather more comfortably
than the preceding. Yet, notwithstanding they were care-
ful to keep up a large fire, they suffered considerably from
the sharpness of the wind, against which they had no shel-
ter. The trees were scarcely sufficient to protect them from
the snow, which fell in immense flakes, as if to extinguish
their fire. 'While it soaked tlwough their clothes on the
side exposed to the fire, on their backs it formed a lieap
which they were obliged to shake off before it froze into ice.
The craving sensation of hunger, a new hardship that they
had hitherto been unacquainted with, was now added to that
of cold, which they had se much difficulty to erdure.

Two days elapsed, every moment of which added to the
painful recellection of their past misfortunes, the terror of a
still more distressing futuvity. At tength the wind and the
sea, which had combined to prevent them from approaching
the vessel, redoubled their united efforts to destroy her.
They were apprised of her fate by the noise of her breaking
up. They ran towards the shore, and saw part of the cargo
already floating, which the impetuosity of the waves washed
through the openings of her sides. Fortunately the tide
carried part of the wreck upen the beach. Providing them~
selves with loug poles, and the oars of their boat, they pro-
ceeded along the sand, drawing on shore whatever was most
useful within their reach. It was thus that they saved a few
casks of salt beef, and a considerable quantity of enions,
which the captain had taken on board to sell. Theiratten-
tion was likewise directed to the planks that were detached
from the vessel, and which might prove servideable to them
in constructing a hut. They collected a great number,
which they dragged into the wood, to be immediately em-
ployed for the above mentiened purpose. This was no easy
undertaking, as few of them were able to go to work upon
it. Their success this day, however, inspired them with
courage, and the food they had procured supporting their’
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strength, the work had advanced considerably by the close
of theday. The light of their fire enabled them to continue
it after dark, and by ten o’clock at night they had a hut
twenty feet long, ten broad, and sufficiently solid, (thanks
to the trees which supported it at certain distances) to with-
stand the force of the wind, but not close enough to shelter
them entirely from the cold. '

The two succeeding days were employed either in com=
pleting their edifice, collecting, during high water, what the
tide brought from the ship, or in taking an account of their
provisions, in order to establish the proportion in which they
ought to be distributed. They had not been able to save.
any biscuit, which was thoroughly soaked with salt water.
It was agreed, that each person, well orill, should be con-

“fined to a quarter of a pound of beef, and four onions a day,
as long as they lasted. This scanty pittance, scarcely suf-
ficient to keep them alive, was all that they could allow
themselves, uncertain what time they might be obliged to
spend on this desert coast. -

The 11th of December, the sixth day after their ship-
wreck, the wind abated, so as to allow them to'get the boat
afloat to go and seek what was left in the wreck. Great part
of the day was lost in cutting away, with the hatchet, the
thick ice which covered the deck and stopped up the hatch~
ways. The next day they sueceeded in gettingout a small
barrel, containing one hundred and twenty pounds of salt
beef, two chests of onions, ene of potatoes, three bottles of
balsam of Canada, one of oil, which became exceedingly
serviceable for the wounds of the seamen ; another hatchet,
a large iron pot, two stew-pans ; and about a dozen pound
of candles. This precious cargo enabled them the following
day to add four enions to their daily allowance.

They returned again en board on the 14th, to look for
the sails, part of which served to cover our hut, and to keep
out the snew, Tlie same day, the wounds of those who had
suffered mast from the frost, and had neglected to rub them
with snow, began to mortify. The skin came off their legs,
their hands, and the parts of their limbs affected by the frost,
with excessive pain. 'The carpenter, who was the last that
came on shore, lost the greatest part of his feet, and now
became delirious, im whichr state he continued till the 5th,
when death relieved him from his miserable existence.
Three days afterwards, their second mate died in the same
manner, having been delirious severa] hours before he ex-
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pired ; and a seaman experienced the same fate the follow-
ing day. They covered their bodies. with:snow and the
branches of trees, having neither pick-axe nar spade to dig
them a grave ; and if they had even been provided with
them, the earth was frozen too. hard, and too deep, to yield
to those instruments. All those losses, which reduced their
company to fourteen persons, gave them but little concern,
for upon considering the dreadful sitvation of the survivors,
death appeared rather a blessing than a misfortune ; and
when a sentiment of nature revived within them the love of
life, -each individual regarded his companions as so many
enemies armed by hunger to deprive him of his subsistence:
In fact, if some had not paid the debt of nature, they would
soon have been reduced to the horrible necessity of perish=
ing of hunger, or of murdering and devouring each other.
Without being brought to this dreadful alternative, their sis
tuation was so miserable, that it seemed impossible for any
new calamity to be capable of augmenting its horrors. The
continual sensation of excessive cold and pressing hunger,
the pain of the frost wounds, irritated by the fire, the com-
plaints of the sufferers, the neglect and filth which rendered
them objects of disgust, both to themselves and others, all
he images of despair collected around them, and the pros-
pect of a slow and painful death, in the midst of a desolate
region, far from the consolations of relatives and friends 3
such is an imperfect representation of those pangs which
their minds endured every moment of the tediousdays and
eternal nights.

Captain Prenties and the mate often went abroad to see if
they could discover any vestiges of habitations in the coun-
try. Their excursions were not long, nor attended with any
success. They resolved, one day, to penetrate farther into
the country, keeping along the banks of a frozen river. They
observed, from time to time, traces of elks and other ani-
mals, which caused them sincerel y to regret being unprovi-
ded with arms and powder to shoot them. A Tay of hope,
fpr a moment, 1llamined their minds. Following the direc-
tion of some trees, cut on the side with a hatchet, they ar-
rived at a place where some Indians must shortly before have
resided, since their wigwam was still standing, and the bark
employed for that .purpose appeared quite fresh ; an elk’s
skin, which they found very near, suspended from a pole,
confirmed their conjectures. They anxiously traversed all
the adjacent country, but, alas! without success..' They}
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however, derived some satisfuction from reflecting that thi:
place had had inhabitants or visitors, and that they might
soon return. Struck with this idea, ourhero cut a long pole,
which he stuck upright on the bank of the river, fastening
to it a piece of birchbark, after cutting it into the figure of 2
hand, with the fore-finger extended and turned towards
their hut. He likewise took away the elk’s skin, in order
that the savages, at their return, might perceive that some-
body had passed by the place since they had left it, and
might, by the aid of the sign, discover the ronte they had
taken. The approach of night obliged them to retuin to
their habitation; and they doubled their pace to commuui-
cate this agreeable news to their companions. However fee-
ble were the hepes they could reasonably allow themselves
to entertain from this diccovery, thenarrative afforded consi-
derable consolation ; so strongly does the kind instinct of
nature impel the unhappy to seize upon whatever is capable
of alleviating the sensation of their misery.

Several dayselapsed in the hope of seeing the Indians ap-
pear every moment before theirhut. These sweet ideas gra-
dually lost ground and svon vanished. Some of their sick,
and among the rest the captain, had in this interval, hegun
to recover their strength, and their provisions were fast de-
creasing, Captain Prenties mentioned the design he had
formed of quitting the habitation, with all those who were
capable of working the boat, to reconnoitre the coast. This
plan received universal approbation ; but when they came
to think of the means of executing it, a new difficulty pre-
sented itself, This was, how to repair the boat, which had
been dashed by the sea upon the sand with snch fary, that
all ‘her joints had opened. They had plenty of tow for stop-
ping the apertures, but unfortunately were in want o_F pitch
to coverit. And how could they supply this deficiency 2
It fortunately occurred to our hero, all at once, that they
might employ the balsam of Canada which they had saved.
It was easy to try ; he emptied a few bottles of it into their
iron pot, and set it on a large fire, taking it off frequuntly
to let it cool ; he soon reduced the liquor to a proper consis-
tence, During this time his companions had turned the
boat and cleared ber of sand and ice. He directed the cre-
vices to be stopped with tow, caulked her with the balsam,
and had the pleasure of seeing thaut it produced the effect
to admiration.

This first success inspired them with new ardour to conti-

B



i8 DREADFUL WRECK OF

nue their preparations. A piece of cloth, fastened toa pole,
in such a mauner as to be raised or lowered at pleasure,
promised thew a sail strong enough to relieve, with o gentle
and favourable wind, the labour of the rowers. Among the
crew, few had sufficiently recovered to undergo the fatigues
which they foresaw wounld attend this expedition. Our hero
was choseu to conduct it, together with the captain, the
mate, two scamen, and his servant. The remainder of the
provisions was divided, according to the number of persons,
into fouwrteen equal shares, without reserving, on account of
the excessive labour they were about to undertake, a larger
portion for themselves than was allotted to those who were to
remain quietly in the hut. . With this wretched allowance
of a quarter of a pound of beef a day, for six weeks, with a
crazy boat, covered with a matter on which they could not
depend, which the least breath of wind might upset, and
the sinallest rock dash to pieces, it was, that they had to at-
tempt an enterprize, the plun of which could have been in-
spired by blind despair alone. But they were at that point,
that there was less temerity in braving every possible danger
with the feeblest ray of hope,t han in exposing themselves, by
cowardly inactivity, to the almost inevitable danger of pe-
rvishing, abandoned by all nature.

‘The year 1781 had just commenced : and 1t was their in-
teution to se. off the 2d of January, but a furious north-west
wind detaiued them till the afternocon of the fourth. Its vio- .
lence havina then abated, they carried on board their provi-
sions, together with a few pounds of candles, and all the
little articles that might be of service to them, and took
leave of their companions, in the cruel uncertainty whether
this might not be their last farewell. 1hey had not proceé¢d-
ed above eight miles, when the wind turning to the south-
east, checked their progress, and obliged them to make, with
their oars, towards a large bay which offered them a favourie
ble asylum for the night. i ’

Their first care was to land their provisions, and to remove
the boat far enough upen the beach to prevent her being
damaged by the sea. They were then obliged to kindle a
fire, and to cut wood to keep it up till the next morning.
‘The smallest pine-branches were employed in forming their
bed, and the largest in hastily erecting a kind of wigwam,
to secure themselves as well as possible from the severity of
the weather. While taking their scanty repast, our hero
observed on the shore several pieces of wood thrown uponit
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‘by the tide, and which appeared to have been cut with a
hatchet. He likewise saw some poles, formed long since hy
the hand of man, but they conld not discover any other
marks of inhabitants. At the distance of 1wo intles was a
bill bare of trees, with some appearance of its having been
“eleared. He prevailed upon two of his companions to ac-
company him thither before dark, that, from its summit,
they might embrace a more extensive horizon. As they
proceeded along the bay, they saw a Nuwfoundland fishing-
‘boat, half burned, and the reinaining part buried in the
sand, This object afforded them fresh hopes, and they
doubled their dispatch to climb up the hill.  Haviug arri-
ved at the summit, how great was their satisfaction to per.
ceive some buildings on the other side of it, at the distance
‘of a mile at farthest. Notwithstanding their fatigue, the in-
terval which separated them from them was soon gone over,
They arrived, palpitating with hope and joy, but those pleas-
ing emotions were instantly dissipated. In vain they tra-
versed all the buildings; they were deserted. They had
been erected for the preparation of cod, aund, according to
‘all appearance, had been abandoned severul years before,
The sad termination of this excursion tended, however, to
confirm them in the idea that they should fiud some habita-
tions by continuing their cewrse reund the island.

The wind; which had again shifted to the north-west, de-
tained them the next day, fearing to encounter the ice,
which it drifted in great quantities. For three days it con- -
tinued with the same fury. Having awaked in the night,
our hero was astonished to hear its shrill whistling, not ac-
companied as usual by the hoarse noise of the waves. He
called the mate, and informed him of this phenomenon, Be-
ing curious to ascertain the cause, they ran towards the
shore, the moon’s rays affording them light. As far as the-
eye could reach, their fatal lustre enabled them to perceive
the surface of the water motionless beneath the chains of the
ice, which was piled up in different places in heaps of prodi-
gious height. It is impossible to describe the sensation of
despondency which overwhelmed their minds at this sight.
Unable to proceed farther on their expedition, ar to return
to their former habitation, which would have defended them
from the redoubled severity of the cold !

wo days elapsed amidst these gloomy reflections. At

length, on the 9th, the wind abated. It shifted the follow-

ing day to the south-east, and blew with such vielence, that
B 2
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a1l the ice"by which they were blocked up in the bay was
hroken to pieces with a great noise, and driven out into the
open sea, so that by four o’elock in the afternoon there was
none leit, excepting along the shore. It was not till two
doys after that the wind abated. A light breeze blowing
along thie shore, their boat was launched and the sail hoist-
ed.  Thry were already proceeding with 2 favourable course
when, severa! leagues off in the distance, they perceived an
extremely elevatcd point of Jand.  The coast to that place
appearad to form such a continued chain of steep rocks,
ihat 1t was impossible to attempt a tanding before they had
doubled the distaut cape. 1t would, huwever, have been
dungereas to sisk solong a course.  The boat had sprung a
feal, und two men were constantly employed in bailing out
the water, so that they could use but two oars; and the en-
Heebled state to which they were reduced, by disappointment
_and the want of food, scarcely allowed them to suppert that
.shght exertion. Fortunately the danger was no longer an
ebject worthy of their consideration, and the wind seconded
their perseverance so well, that they arrived at the cape
about eleven o’clock at night. The place not being conve-
nient for landing, they were obliged to coast along till two
in the morning, when the wind becoming mere violent, de-~
vrived them of the liberty of chuting a favourable spot ;
-they were obliged to descend upon, or rather to climb, with
the utmost difficulty, up a rocky shore, without its being
possible for them to secure their boat from the waves, which
. threatened her with destruction. The place where they had
landed was a bay of no great depth, surrounded on the land
side by inaccesssble heights, but exposed towards the sca
to the north-west wind, from which nothing could protect
them. The wind which arose on the 13th, threw their boat
upon a ledge of the rocks, and damaged ber inseveral pla~
ces.  'F'ins accident was but a trifling prelude to new suffer-
ings,  Surrounded by insurmountable rocks, which pre-
vented them from seeking shelter in the woods ; without uny
other covering thun their sail, stiff with ice; buried for seve-
ral days beneath a deluge of snow, whieh was heaped around
them to the height of three feet ; they had nothing to keep
up their fire but the branchesand the fragments of the trunks
of trees thrown by accident upon the shore. This deplora~
ble situation lasted tili the 21st, when the weather grew
milder, but they were not ablete take advantage of it.
Though it was impossible to scale the wall of rocks which
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surrounded them on every side, and they were under the ne-
cessity of renouncing the use of their hoat, it came into their
minds that they might at least procced along the shore, by
walking upon the ice, which had acquired sufficient strength
to bear their weight. Captain Prenties and the mate resol-
ved to make the experiment. They set off immediately,
and proceeding a few miles, arrived at the mouth of a river,
bordered by a sandy beach, where they might have preserved
their boat, and lived much less uncomfortably, had their
good fortune at first eonducted them thither. This disco-
very, while it occastoned regret, did not tend to increase
their hopes. After coasulting together oa-the subject of
their return, it was agreed, that they had no other resource
than to carry on theirbacks theremainder of their provisions
and useful effects, and to proceed along the coast, where it
was most natural to expect to tind the families of fishermen
ar savages. The weather stifl seemed iuclined te frost, and
the wind having swept into the sea the greatest part of the
snow which covered the ice upen the coast, they flattered
themselves that they should walk ten miles a day, evenin
the state of langour and debility into which they had fallen.
They intended to set off on the morning of the 24th, but in
the night which preceded it the wind suddenly. shifted to
the south east, accompanied with heavy rain ; so thatin a
- few hours, this crust of snow, which the day beforeappeared
s0 solid, wus entirely dissolved, and the ice detached from
the shore. They had now no way of escaping from this dis-
astrous shore on which they were confined,  During these
painful reflections, thelr eyes were sometimes directed to-
wards the boat which they had frequently bLeen tempted to
break up, in order to supply their fire, as they could not ex~
pect to render her serviceable again. They had still tow
sufficient to. stop the crevices, but the balsan of Canada
- bad been totally exhausted by their daily repairs, and they
were unable to contrive any sabstitute for it. The frost,
however, returned the next day. Captain Prenties now con-
ceived the idea to pour water upon the tow with which the
crevices were filled, and letit freeze like a coating, to @ cer-
tain thickness. This simple method succeeded heyond his
hopes ; -all the apertures were so well closed, that they were
at length convinced that no water could penetrate throngh
them, as long as the frost continued to be equally severe.
They made a successful trial of it on the 27th. Though
the boat had become heavy and difficult to be managed, by
» 3



22 DREADFUL WRECK OF

the quantity of ice with which it was covered, yet, in fhe
course of the day she proceeded twelve miles from the place
of their departure, This Hew service rend ered her more va-
luable in their eyes, and they took careto vemove her on her
oars to a place more favourable to her security. A thick
forest, situated near the spot, afforded them two advantg_ge’s,
of which they had been deprived for se many nights, a slight
shelter against the piercing wind, and abumla.nce of wood
to keep up a great fire, which warmiedtthem while they slept.
Their stoek of tinder being almost consumed, our hero was
obliged to renew it by burning a piece of his shirt, the same
that he had worn ever since the loss of his effects. The fol-
lowing day, a deluge of rain unfortunately melted all the
ice from theirboat, and they had the mortification to lose the
advantage of a fine day, which might probably have for
warded them several miles on their way. They resolved to
wait the return of the frost, and what augmented their im-
patience and regret was, that their provisions were now re-
«duced to two pounds and a half of beef for each man, The
frost not returning till the afternoon of the 29th, the delay
unavoidably occasioned by their preparations prevented them
from proceeding above seven miles before nmght. About
two o'clock in the afternoon they were in full view of an
elevated cape, which they calculated to be only three leagues.
off. But its prodigious height deceived them with regard
to its distance, for it was ahnost dark before they reached
it.  After doubling it, their course took a different dizection
from what it had done in the day, so that they were obliged
to lower their sail and take to their oars. The wind then
began to blow from the shore. Their efforts to make head
against it were very feéble, and had it not been for a current
froin the north-east, which assisted them to make some op~
position, they wonld have run the risk of being carried irre-
coverably into the open sea. The coast being lined with
rocks, was here too dangerous to attempt to land ; they were
-obliged to row along the rocks, amidst a thousand dangers,.
in the dark, till five o'clock in the morning, Being then:
incapable, from their exhausted state, of any longer exei-
tion, their eyes were shut to the dangers of linding, and
heaven crowned their attempt with success, without an
other accident than “having their boat thrown, half full of
water, upon the shore. The beginning of the wood was at
no great distance, yet they had great difficulty to crawl to.
it and make a fire te thaw their hmbs and dry their clothes,
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Buch was the drowsiness into which fatigite and watching
had plunged them, that it was imposgible to refrain from
sleep when their fire began to light. They were obliged to
rouse each other alternutely, in order to keep it up;, fea‘r‘ing
lest it should go out while they were altogether, and they
should be frozen to death i this lethargic state, -

Theugh now convinced they were on dn uninhabited
islénd, yet their provisions being nearly exhausted, this pros-
pect filled them with despair. Nothing but ideas of a spee~

" dy death, or the mest hotrible means of deferring it, present-
ed themselves to their minds. When they cast their eyes
upon one anoher, each seemed ready to point out the vic-
tim whom it was necessary to sacrifice to the hunger of his
executioners, Some of them bhad already agreed to commit
the selection of the object to the blind decision of the lot.
Forttmately the execution ef this dreadful design.- was defer-
red till the last extremity.

Reduced for their only nourishmient to the dry fruits of
sweet-brier, dug up from beneath the snow, and a few tal-
lew candles, which they had reserved for a last resouree;
oppressetl with fatigue at the least exertion; checked in
their pavigation by theice, the rain, or the winds; soine-
times animated with a faint hope, to be plunged soon after-
wards into the abyss of despdir; they landed for the last
time on the 17th, when, completely exhausted, they resol-
ved to perish on the spot, if heaven should not send them

" some unexpeeted relief. To place their boat in safety on
the beach, would have been an undertaking too far beyond
their power. ~ She was abandoned to the fary of the waves,
after they had sorrowfully taken out their implements and
the sail, which served to cover them. Their last efforts
were employed in clearing the snow from the spot they had
fixed upen, to raise ‘it all round in a sloping direction, for
the purpose of fixing in it branches of trees, intended to
form a shelter ; and lastly, in cuatting and piling as much
wood as possible to keep up: their fire, fearing lest they
should soom be unable to use their instruments. A few
.handfuls of hips, boiled in snow water, were, during the first
days, the sole support of their miserable lives. These began
to fail them, and they theught themselves fortunate in be-
-ing able to supply their place with the marine plants which
grew along the shore.. '

They thus were compelled;, for threedays, to-be contented
with the hard tough plants, whicli made them reach every
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.mouthful they took. At the same time their legs began. to
swell, and their whole bodies became so bloated, that not-
withstanding the little flesh they had left, their fingers,
-with the smallest pressure upon their skin, sunk to the
depth of an inch, and the impression remained an hour af-
teiwards. Their eyes appeared as if buried in deep cavities.
Benumbed by the internal dissolution of their blood, and by
the intense cold they endured, they had scarcely strength te
crawl, by turns, and revive their almost extinguished fire, or
to collect a few branches scattered upon the snow. They
however discovered two Indians armed with muskets, who
did not appear to bave yet -perceived them. This sudden
appearance reviving their conrage, gave them strength to
rise, and advance towards them with all the dispatch they
were able. .-

One of them, who spoke bad French, begged them, in
that language, to inform them whente they came, and what
accident had conducted them to that spot. Our hero has-
tened to give them as brief an account as possible of the
misfortunes and sufferings they had experienced. As he
seemed to be deeply affected, Captain Prenties asked him:
if he could furnish them with any provisions. He replied
in the affirmative ; but seeing that their fire was almost out,
he rose abruptlyand seized their hatchet, at which helooked
for a moment smiling (as they imagined). at the bad condi~
tion in which it was. He threw it down witn a look of dis-
dain, and took that which was by his side. In a moment
he had cut a great quantity of branches, which he threw
upon their fire : he then took up his musquet, and without
saying a word, went away with his companion. |

In about three hours after, our desponding sufferers per~
ceived fhem turning a projecting point of land, and rowing
towards us in a canoe of bark. They soon came on shore,
bringing & large piece of smoked venison, and a bladder
filled with fish oil.. They boiled the meat in their iron pot
with snow water, and when it was dressed, they took care to
distribute it among them in a very small quantity, with a
little-oil, to prevent the dangerous consequences which might
have resulted from their voracity in the debilitated state to
-which their stomachs were reduced.. This light repast being
over, they made Capt. Prenties embark with two of his com=
panions In their canoe, which was too small to take them all
atonce. They were received upon landing by three Indians.
and a dozen women 3nd children. who were waiting fox
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them on the shore. 'While those in the ¢anoe returned to
fetch the rest of their company, the others led him towards
their huts or wigwams, three in number, constructed for the
same number of families, at the entrance of the forest.
They were treated by these good people with the kindest
hospitality ; they made them swallow a kind of broth, but
would not permit them, notwithstanding their mtreaties, to
eat meat, or to take any other too substantial nourishment,
To our hero’s great joy, the cauoe soon returned with his
remarning companions®
After having satisfied the most pressing wants, their
thoughts were turned towards the unfortunate comrades,
whom they had left behind at the place of their shipwreck.
Capt. Prenties endeavoured to describe to the savages, as
well as'he was able, the quarter of the island on which they
had been cast, and enquired whether it was not possible to
send thither some relief. They replied that they were per«
fectly well acquainted with the spot, and informed them,
that it was about one hundred miles to it, by very difficult
--ways through the woods; and if they undertook the journey
they must expect some compensation for their fatigues,
" Qurhero then told them what it had not before come into
his mind to mention, that he had money, and thatif it was
- of any value in their eyes, he would employ part to pay
them for. their trouble. They seemed perfectly satistied
with his proposal, and asked to see his purse; hetook it
from his servant, and shewed them the guineas which it con~
tained. At the sight of the gold he observed in their coun-
tenance sensations which he should never have expected to
meet with among a savage people ; thewemen in particular
eyed it with extreme avidity; and when he had presented
each of them with a guinea, they set up a loud laugh, that
being the way in which the Iridians expréss extraordinary
emotions of joy.

They now concluded an agreemment by which they enga-
ged to depart the following duy, aiid Capt. Prenties was to
give them twenty-five guineas before they set off, and the
same sum upon their return. They immediately fell to
work to make shoes fit for walking upon the snow, both for
themselves and the stufferers whorh they were to bring back.
Farly the next morning they depaited, after receiving the
stipulated sum. :

" From the moment the savages saw gold in otr hero’s pos-
session, lis situstion lost all the charitis which it owed té
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.their_hospitality, They became as rapacious as they had
before been generous, requiring ten times the value of the
smallest articles with which they furnished his companions
and. him.  They were many days before they recovered their
streugth, or were capuble of digesting any substantial food.
"The enly nourishment the Indians could procure them was
ellk’s flesh and seal-oil, upon which they live entirely during
the hunting season.

After an absence of about a fortnight, the Indians retur-
ned with three of their people, being all that .leath had spa-

_red out of the eight persons who had been left behind at the
hut.. They had-subsisted several days on the skin of the
elk, which resource being at last exhausted, three died of
hunger, and the others had been reduced to the horrible ne-
cessity of feeding on the dead bodies till the arrival of the
Indians. One of the five who remained had given way with
s6 much imprudence to his voracity, that he died in a few
hours amidst inexpressible torments; and another had ac-
cidentally killed himself in handling the arms of one of the
savages. Thus their company, eonsisting at firstof nineteen
persons, was redueed to nine, and, when we consider the ca-
lamities they endured, it is surprizing that a single individual
escaped.

Their impaired strength kept them in this dismal place a
fortnight longer, during which our hero was obliged, as be-
fore, to pay the most exorbitant price for their food and their
smallest wants. At the end of that time, finding his health
somewhat re-established, and 'his purse almost empty, he
conceived himself obliged to sacrifice his personal. comfort
to his duty to the service, and resolved to proceed with his
dispatches to General Clinton, with all possible expedition,
though this, of all the seasons of the year, was the least pro-
per for travelling, He therefore hired two Indians tg take
him to Halifax, for forty guineas, which he engaged to pay
them upon his arrival there. He farther took upon himself
to furpish them by the way with every kind of provisions,
and spitable refreshments, in the inhabited parts through
which they might pass. Some of the other Indians were
to conduct the rest of our sufferers to 1 settlement on the
Spanish river, where they were to remain till the spring to
wait for an opportunity of proceeding to Halifax by sea.

Capt Prenties set off on the 2d of April, accompanied by
two [ndians, his servant, and Mr. Winslow, a young passen-
ger in their ship, and one of the three survivors at the hut.
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They each carried with them four pair of indian shoes, a.
pair of snow-shoes, and provisions for a fortnight., ‘They
armived that evening at u place; vallod by the En%‘xish Brad
()a):, where a snow storm detaiued them the whote of the fd.
lowing day, They set off again on the 4th, and after »
march of about fifteen wiles, arived on the banks of a beau-
titfyl salt-water lake, called the Lake of St. Peter, one end
of Which communicates with the sea. Here they met with
two Indian families that were going a hunting. ~Qur hero
purchased of them, for four guineas, a bark canoe, which
his guides informed him would very often be necessary for
crossing dertain parts of the lake that are never frozen.” Ag
in other parts they should have to travel upon the ice, he
was likewise obliged to buy two sledges to place the boat
spon, and to draw it after them, Having enjoyed two days’
repuse, aud procuring a fresh supply of provisions, they re-
umed their march on the 7th, proceeding several mles
long the banks of the lake; but the ice being bad, they
were obliged to quit that route and take another through
the woods. The snow was there six feet deep ; a thaw ac-
¢nnpanied with rain, which came on the next day, rendered
it so soft that it was no.Jonger possible to walk upon its sur-
face. They were, therefore, obliged to stop. A large fire,
a commodious wigwam, and aubundance of provisions, assis-
ted them in some degree to endure this disagreeable delay,
without entirely dissipating their inquietudes.  The winter
was too far advanced for them to hope to travel much longer
upon the snow,without the accidental return of the frost; and
should it not return again, the only thiug they could dowas
to wait till the lake should be entirely cleared of the ice, and
thus they might be detained a fortnight or three weeks lon-
ger. ln this case their situation was likely to become as
unfortunate as that to which they had been reduced by their
shipwreck, excepting that the weather was less severe, that
they were rather better supplied with provisiouns, and had at
least arms to recruit their stock. The frost fortunately re-
turned on the 1xth, and they resolved to take advantuge of
it the next day. They that day, proceeded -six leagues,
sometimes on floating ice, and sometimes in the canoe.  On
the 14th their provisions beéing almost consumed, our tero
propésed to go in pursuit of game, which appeared to abound
1. this distnct. He accordingly went into the woods with
one of his guides, and they soon discovered the traces of an
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elk, which the Indian killed after an hour’s pursuit. H%\
opeped him with much dexterity. eaught the blood in *}
blgdder, and cut up the body into large quarters, part o
which they carried on their shoulders to th_e canoe, sending
the other Indian, his servant, and Mr. Winslow fpr the re-
mainder. This expedition procured them a sufficient stock
of provisions to remove any apprehension of want, even n
case a sudden thaw prevented them from continuing their
route on the lake, or in the woods.

They departed early in the morning of the ;5th, and that
day went six leagues, which so ('lummshc.ed their streng_th, al-
ready cxhausted by long hardships, thatit was impossible to
proceed the next day. They were detained by fatigue till
the 18th, when they resumed their journey in the same
manner, thatis, partly on the floating ice, and partly in the
. canoe, in those places where the lake wasnot frozen.

Ouw the 20th they arrived at St. Peter’s, a place where there
is a seltlemen of a few English and French families. Here
our hero was kindly received and accommodated with money
by Mr. Cavanagh, an English merchant. On the25th they
arrived at Narrashoe, where they were received with the

same hospitality as at St. Peter’s, Having crossed the
" streights of Canceau, after a navigation of ten days along
the coast, their canoe brought them in safety to the harbour
of Halifax. .

The Indians having received the sum. they had agreed
upon, and the presengs with which our hero endeavoured to
to testify his gratitude towards those to whom he owed the
preservation of his life, left them in a few daysto return to
theirisland. As Capt. Prenties was obliged to wait a consis
derable time longer for a vessel, he had during that inter-
val, the satisfaction to be joined by his companions in mis~
fortune, whom the other Indians had undertaken to con-
duct by the Spanish River. At last after waiting two months
he embarked in the ship called the Royal Oak, and arrived
at New York, where he delivered his dispatches to General
Clinton in a very tattered condition, Itis remarkable that

the wreck of the St, Lawrence happened in a gulph of the
same name,

Plummer, Printer;y Seething-lané.
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