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CON T E N T S. 
BOO K IV. 

TRA~S.H"TIONS WITH THE NATIVES OF NOnTH

AJVERICA; DlSCO\'ERIES ON TH"T COAST AND 

THE EASTER'> EXTREMITY OF AS!\, AND RE

TUR~ SOllTHW ,\ r,.lJ TO THE SANDW ICII ISLANDS. 

C HAP. VIII. 
:rbe SL,: Uj' pi'c.-wl 1 J the !,-'crt /;;,',?;'d. 'The ljles of 

Ot; ".'-',J {m~; ,iC"i~:. O?II, :1iak. ~!enty of Cod 
c,:!,',,/:. Ei'j!Jl !':"(r. F.r,/lilt! 1):,1 J. Calm 
Po; It. j'l,jr. TVi:.'; ;;,':;::1 lailds at e'F N,ut'l-
h,:m. Hs Krrt. Er,jN K,:I'. fL,.'"'i?! cf i:. 
Sheal Water. 'Ihe Ships ,;h' obliged ~Y tlte SbC,7is 
to return. Shoal Nr/s. Ameri(QfI~ Wllie: off to 
cur Ships. 'Their Beb,I';:o[(;', Drds, Uc. Point 
Upright. Death of ,1/r .• 11:,!,TjOl1. His Cltarac
Ifr. An ljland namfd a/fer hili'. Account of S!~{(r;e 
!lZar.d, King's lJlalld. !.-:,'pe PrilJ,ce of Wales • 
./1'llfh~r in a large Bay ell the ,,-lfatic Coa}l. Page I 

C HAP. IX . 

. Captain Cook lands at a Village. Inter,view u,ith 
fame of the Nati'ves, the ldutski. 'Ihei" freapons 
defcribed. 'Their PerJons. Ornament.'. Drefs. 
Winter Habitations. Summer Huts., Canoes. The 
Ships quit the Bay. Crojs'the Strait to tbe Ame
Coafl. Point Mit/grave. Appearance of a prodi
gious l'vIajs of lee. ley Cape. 'Ihe Sea, in a Man
ner, blocked up with Ice. Sea Horfes killed, and 
made UJe of as Proo..'ijions. Account of thef~ 
Animals. 'The Ships almofl furrounded witb lee, 
Cape Lijburne. Unfuccejjful Attempts to l'.et to the 
North through the Ice. Remarks on the FormatiH, 
&c. of this lee. Arrival on the .Ajatic Coaj/. 
Cape North. '28 
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C HAP. X. 
'the Ships proceed along the Coafl of Ajia. Burney's 

ff/and. Cape Serdze Kamen. Pafs the Eafl Cape 
of Ajia. De(criptiun of it. Bay (f St. Lawrence. 
<Fwo other Bays. Beerinr(s Cape 'I'jchukotjkoi. 
Steer for the Coa/l of America. Cape Darby. 
Bald-Head. Captain Cook lands in fiarch of 
Wood and Water. Cape Dcnbigh. Some of Ihe 
Natives' come cfJ to us. Befoorough Jjland. 
Captain Cook's bltwoiew with a particular 
Family. !t1.r. King's Interview with the fame 
Family. Supplies of WlOd and fVater. Mr. King 
fint 10 examine the Coaft. Pijits from the Na
ti'ves. 'I'heir Huts. Produce of the Country. 
lvIr. King's Report. Norton's Sound. Lunar 
Obfervations. Page 53 

C HAP. XI. 
Stuart's IJland difcovered. Its Situation, Extent, 

&c. Cape Stepfle/Is. Point Shallow-lYater. 
~hoals on the Coafl of North-America. Clerke's 
ljland. Gore's Ijland. Pinnacle ljland. 'The Re
fllutionfprings a Leak. 'I'he Ships arrive at 
OonalqJhka. Plentiful Supplies of Fi/h. Inter
courJe with the Na/i'ves, and the RujJian Traders. 
Mr. Ifmyloff comes on board. Intelligence re
ceived from him. Two Charts produced ~}' him. 
Ac(cunt (f the Jjlands 'Vi}ited by the RufJians. 
Of their Sct!leillt',':t at Oonalq/hka. Defmption 
oft~e .Z\!"ti-ves. <Jbeir DreJs. Food. Manner of 
Btuldlng.. ~M.1nufac71tres. Canoes. Implements 
for Hunttng and Ftl/z:ng. FiJh and other Sea Ani
mals. Water Fo'1)!s. Land Birds. S?<!Jadrupeds. 
l'e¥ctables. StOlteS. Reprfitcries of the Dead. 
IJ.ifeafts. Refemblallce of the Inhabitants of this 
Side of Ammca to tbe EJquimaux and Green
landers. Tide'S, Longitude, &c. 80 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. XII. 
Departure from Sam,,-,mccdil<1. Amoghta. An ele

vated Rock. RepaJs the Strait bt'l,('w/ Oonala//;
ka and ()~':d/,? Proceed to tbe S:71I". One Jl,lan 
killed, al1d thr(e or fC:li' ',('Olli/c'!td «II board tbe DiJ
w,:,r). jllo~ue r1/rc,;,rcd, njits from the Na
thm. .1 rJit from a Chiti named 'ferreeoboo. 
Owyhee, a;l Jjland, di{ro:'c'! ,'J. Ships ply to Wind
,<card. An Eclipp r:f lLo' llIaJJI. Ship's Crcv ,-e
fliP: to tajle SII:;ar-C{/ue Bt'c'/'. Comparative ric':u 
of /be Cordage in the Nfl':..') and JVJercballts '{r
v.-ce. Eu/ogilll11 on tbt Nati,:ts of O:vhyhee. 'fhe 
ReJolution accompliJlzps the Intention of gilling to 
fVindwm'd of the 1jlal1d. 'The Progrefs. VijilS 
from the ljIanders. Joimd ~Y the Diftr,'1.'ery. 
iV/r. Kjb examines Karakakooa Et':Y. Multitudes 
of Pe:ple. Anchor ill the Bay. Page 123 

BOO K V. 

JOURNAL OF THE TRANSACTIO:;iS ON RETURNING 

TO TltE S.-\):D\VICH ISLANDS. 

C HAP. 1. 

Karakako?a Bay deJcribed. 111ultitudes of the Nd
lives (urroulld the Ships. De/po/ic Authorit)' of 
the CZ'iefs tCe'£;' the inferior Pecple. A VJit re
ceived from Koah. De/criptivn of the Ai,xLli at 
Kakoca. Offering made to Captain Cook at the 
}'1arai. Mr./(ingeleflsOb[ervatories. 'lh:Sr/, 
0;1 which dry are jituated, tabooed. Meti'od of 
curing Meat in 'fropicaf Climates. S.C iI} ~f 
Priefis accidentally dlfco'Vered. 'fheir Afill/ji
ana. Ce(eiil,·,Y at the Reception of Captain 
Cook. l\bl/ Artifice of KotJh. dr,.i'i,Jal if rer-

b 2 T'Lcob() 0 
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reeobco. 'the Bay tabooed upon that Occa}iol1. 
Bring the Inhabitants to Obedience, by firing II 

Mu)quet. Remarkable Ceremony. Fijit jrem 
crerreeoboo. Captain Covk returns it. Page 147 

C HAP. II. 
'the Civility and Hofpitality cf the Natives. M~ch 

acU,,'"ft,f to thinJing. 'j heir Alacrity in cQl1dut7mg 
(l Party of us tip the Cotlillry. 11 Boxing il1atch 
dIciibed. Death of "Viliitlm U',;lmrn, a Seaman. 
Attcnt;vll cf the Prirfls at his Fzliittal. C, (ill 0 11) 

of the j\atives at his Funera/. A Cr,?'l.[,Stone 
erefled. The Red arid !;;zoc,--:es en the Merai ['<1-

ehaled. <.the Ntlti'l'eS ,.:cry i;i'J.Zii}i! Ive ala", ([Ir De
parture. IFbat Ibe'- f,p; c/til to be the dyeD of 
C'II" f/(),OF,':. }ill/£;"!cmed tv the BIj}Oi:f'rl' of one 
of the ,l'!,lti"c'<s. lvlagmficc'nt h fJents from 1,1'
feeoboG, '1 be }7dli'~LS regret our Departure. l!!Jh 
to prtvail on Mr. King to remain n;-,I:;:jl them. 
''1he T'ejjels qu;t the ljIalld. «he RI}iz:tiCi! ';'i;,'If'ged 
in a Gale oj {Fad, and obliged to return. 167 

C HAP. III, 

TI.'e Beh{n:."~/{I" of the 7fic;nders, 011 our Return to 
K:?i,1,(rkoa Ba.', /vl,1,".,'/Jd miin·ic::. ./i Titf! 
committed 011 [clint the Dif O'i;n)'. T!.'e Tbit ,'es 
pur(ucd up the COUilti} I,), t":pt"ii1 C(~k r;,d',Jr. 
King. Swffle bL'!~tHnz I,he Natives and our Peo
ple, in which Pareea rerei';.'es a rCL'ire Blow. 
crhe Pinna'e att{hko'd (Iud pitJ'{Z;ud. Crev 
cb1it:t:! 10 q:it her. C,;plain ('~D 'J RjleL7ions cn 
the (),c,~fic'z. ./1/. t;II~, d the (. !;/ii 'va tOY)'. 'Ihe 
DijcoiJery's Cuitfr th!ell F.l.'1 Ihe ]]uoy. Steps 
taken fa, its R WiNr)'. CL?pt,;m Cook "rJes on 
Sh " 1 K' 0 orp. to mVlie flJ" mg and his two So',s on 
board. His Wife and Ite Cbicfs oppoJe liis gciJlg. 

-4 
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A Cont,-} ar:,;'S on /,1, Ou('(i·l1. l:'i'!';i".n;:!' flr. 
ri,'c's oJ one &f IIc' C!,(lS t>,iilg k,'/i,j ky c~Je of cilr 
Pc'::'j' ,'. -[he C /} C/",f ';u,',z'r':s 
Lv,); :iil CC(,Z', ,'I J!' h' /U'I. ./i geileral/;t. 
lacko/fie,. L't',:,i, 1'/ :~"!i'!,:iil c'J.L ,,1(<,1/111 of hi; 
0.;'r,':(~·" an:l a S':t'/"., v/bis C'!.1)',~·icr. l'dgc: 18S 

C H A J). I T ,-.. 
'Ii·,)I;/:,"iD;.r at ()~,," '-, IIJrqlllnt to ;1,,' D,i?II~ ~f 

C;ptailZ CQ'J,I:. Jj;,:".,. If ,~Ir P, /'/[ 'Ibc 
] 1,' j') " S I " . ..1 10 ,,.''/.' 'I'll '/' 'II (/ ")' /) ""I '..J ' ( • (., l , l l.... ~ t I .... ,.., t~· . { .• t. I Y 
at 'be .01 "''0 'J L e ,'\',?ti':'d a'/i,ci fl" Ii/ " .. if:, 
5'0,':(5, ,i:.L',';:t l 10 )1"'/11 ,b, JllClLli. ..1 jl; rt 
'rT:,;,. 0,i' l' (,,/, ,Ie ~iiil the 11'h fli. Pudic 
Tll,'II/IO'iS d";Jii"tled Cil. illr k';;;:/ent 10 cb:a:'it 
{I (ofe' cnee iUi j~me of !be Ui jJ. Ili.l ];;li1'

'i.'ie::) "<.';liL :,',,;. l . .'ClitCiJ1P:UOUS fj, /){:1;i:u of the 
j\'a:::\s. rr,', (!',!;0;;S l:JiJi1 by us. 'l~(o (f tlze 
JI17' . "'5 :" a I' ''',.' fi'red~' l'/' i'O' hr'r! /I ';)' < " ... ~ C f , I I.. L..'" ~ , J.. ,,,,, I~" I J II{ • 

Y;u'e CJ,L;,Ndri Co:k's ['~~/h brought 1,5 by_ OI:e of 
th~;il. f Ii :l r 1) C7..'JCI.:tiC;.'S fr(d}1 ;l'e 1\(7/1'1.\-5. 

S01M gr,'d, G ,ii' fi"d L7! fl.'Cill. Our H aterii/,:; ]Jtfft)' 

Z,mr'i}j';;d:ui!) '::/c d'S, liz I: Ziage cf Ka/r.oca i illii"! 

~\' our 1'(01"<" JJrc(;ery cf one' if the Fd,~'cS • 
..11 j~;·'jce.J:c,:, I.t.lu'ed b)' }~::;ret',~t(·(!) <"ic·lto cr;;:'fS on 
iCMd ti.c RCioJilt,:CIl. 'l'he B ,1,[( of Cit!,;i!? (o.?k 
Fcc! il! to us. rl,,), are COi,"II/iti,d to I,:!! D"p. 
'rhe ~,/;ip51.',J;;e EarLl~d"l [l BaJ. 200 

C H A i-'. V. 
LeC1.:l~ Karakako~a Ed}'. In 11{;'/1 (·f an IJ.7,:J'lr.II'fr 

un the South-Ea)';' '~iJ,' of ,1}Q,:c,'. ));y;; It to 
Lee f.ord bv tic Cu;;'O)/, {.},d jlfvli,; r4c>')' 
Winds. P~fl 'lah"o;·,:.:.. .. ? S(,Ulb·~i'cll ,Suir' If 
Mowee dejr.-iJ'd. Pro(['rd to i/'cdl:o. "The Ii!} IIz
taft i-o::jt f IVoab{)o a(jc; ited iJi,t,ppo,:;;!,-j ill 
attempting to water. F,-orcd t() /},'ov;. ..-Lci'~r 
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in W)'moa Bay. 'lhe Natives not fo friend?! as 
before. 'I he 'IJ..'atering Party guarded ky Mannes. 
lnflence cf the Nali'1Jes, 'who demanded l? Hatchel 
fw every Cajk of Water.' The ljlanders t:ea,' 
our People with Contempt. 'l hey fleal Air. Kmg s 
Hanger out of his Hand. 'lheir InJolence at the 
lYattr-fide. Arc fired at by two .Marines. aile 
of them wounded. 'Ijit from the contending 
Chiifs. Allchor off Onceheow. Departuri. 

Page 244 
C HAP. VI. 

:rhe Number, Names, and Situation, c/ th:J Sand
wich Ulands. Extent of Owlzy1zee, ·~t'iich is the 
largeR af the whole Group. Account af its Dif
triDs. Its Caafls, and the adj,uent Country, de
ftribed. Snowy l\1ountains. ['olumic Appear
ances. A. count of a Journey into the illte1'ior 
Parts of Owhyhee. Plantatiol1s. Account of a 
Hermit. 'I he Countt) cuithMted to the greattjf 
Advantage. A remarkabie Cu,,'c. DeJmption of 
fi1owee. Ranai. il" '0 .. c: ci. 'T clz (,c;·o ;';.:c. Woa-
hoo~ A/ooi. O;:tChL'O'{jJ. OreL'/z,IXtt1. T'ol'o:;r .. -:. 
Climate of the Sandwich Jjles. If/ads. Currents. 
Tides. §2!!adrupeds. Ama-:"lg Supply of Pork 
procured by ZiS. Birds. r,ge/cbles. 261 

C HAP. ViI. 
General Account of the SC!ndi;.;icll Jj7es continued. 

Origin of the Natives. Their Pojons dtfcribed. 
[nj!ances of DeFormity. Pen2icious Conjt'quOices 
arijillg from the immDJerate [~e rf the /J'Va. Pa
pulation of t1zje Jj7ands. DijpcjitiolZ and 1'I1am:ers 
of the inhabitants. Reflrmnts impoled on their 
Vt7c·men. Their Ingenuity and Docility. Mr. 
King's ReaJons f r jvppojing that they are not 
Cannibals at pre/ent. l11ethods of wearing tbeir 
Hair. Various Ornaments. Drejs oj the A1m. 

Feathem:/ 
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Feathered (;'0,;,;5 {W,! Hdmets. Drefs of the Tl"omen • 
./i beautiful lell,} of Rufl defcribed. Othtr Orna
ments. {'iiL,lyYS. Ihu,':'5. FOQd. Occupations. 
Dit'erjions. I/Ic'L'r Fo!!J,lc'P for Gaming. AJlo
lIijlzil!f; Dt'xterily in S:;,:/iiilJiing. C!}I[,(S. .[11·!5 

and ;li1i11~ft?{]t:res. !lrlodt' ~f /,[lllltiug 00:1!. Beauty 
of thtir ,~,1.?t.<. -T/.yir j<~jlzil/g /fc;cZs. Cordagt'. 
rario!!s F,F5 of Gourd ~;,ti!s, Salt, Pans. Wea
pons. Page 288 

C HAP. "III. 
COi1ti,!!!,~ti'j:l of the .fiat'lmt of the Sandwich {/lands. 

lJil'~/:~ 'I cf the p(r,jie into (bree ClajJes. Superior 
Power of the Ere:,ti!/"o:). Genealogical .LL(OI!lI1t of 
t!::? E:"ngs cf O;.:~r1!c"c' and jl101:'c';. Authority of the 
Ere,s. 'fyr .l/ZI!)' ol Pareea, exerciJed on an inferior 
C.~ief. P;.;i/!;;:lei:t of Oift1l(es. Amzmt of thrir 
Religion. SC~'ic!y cf p/"j:'s. 'I he OrCino. Idols. 
Elie;'- of d,',:e''0('d Chicfs. Rdig,;Q;{S Ceremonies, 
Cha,;(;,;~'), dc. trc;::'OliS to tile drinking of A:'a. 
Huma'jj',7(,if,cs 'v,'Iy jrtq:!ent '1ii;;l:,"; i!./ern. Reli
gious c::.': ~,' 11:;odid; out the Fore-Teeth. 'Their 
Jdeas of a ~i!!llr~ State. Particular Explanation 
of tl!t? J!',:;:: T.1b~o. J1c;rri.l;es. Remarkable 
Inflance of /caL!r;,. Funeral Ceremo;]ies at tbe 
Death ~f ali aid C.;hi~r~ 0:.:. 33~ 

BOOK VI 
'tRANSACTIONS IN A SECON D EXPEDITION TO THE 

NORTH, BY THE WAY OF KAMTSCHATKA, AND 

IN RETURNING HOME, BY THE WAY OF CAN

TON, AND THE CAPE OF GOOD HUPE. 

!tuit Oneebeow. 
Modoopapappa. 

C HAP. I. 
Ul1fucceJsful Attempt to 
Steer far Aw:ttska Bay. 

difco"uer 
See va/! 
~a1Z-
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~w::i!ics of Oceanic Birds. Pnpare fer 1 cold 
UinHe. St"amen rc pii e dire~9illg like Ch,ldren. 
Sudden r/iai1{C: of G 1m it:. Tile leaking of the 
RLrh!!i~}J oc, ajions gi eat Dlflrefs. See the Coafl 
of -K;lilJtf,0.!!~". Continlled Showers 0/ Sft-et, and' 
great Sc~'aity of II ~Jt/;:r. Loft Sight of th~ 
DiFove; y. The r<..efolution eilt,rs Awatska Bay. 
With jcmc Difficulty diJc vcr de town If St. Peter 
and &. Pail!. Farty fill! {'.flore. Avoided by In. 
habitants Oil a Sledge. 'Ilzeir Reaption by the 
Commander cf the Port. DiJpalcheJ to the Com
mander at Bolchtretsk. ./lrri·-:;a/ cf the Dif
co very ill the Bay. Return of the Mej[enger. Cu
TiorlS Mode of Travelling. J Ijit !ru/n a Ruffian 
l'.1trch,mt, (!,d a German :eer'l·aJ1t. Page 339 

C HAP II. 
Stores and ProvJhnr extreme[v [caree at St. Peter 

and St. Paul. E).orbit.llt Dc" ,lids of a Jl.1er
cbant-A /arty (!ifrat:ilrd to ]JOUlt; <' Jk in pur
fui; 0/ Stores (!!id Pr/l'i/i.J}!s. Proceed up the 
Ri ver A~~'.7tjl:a. P oJs the ,\',j:ht i,1 a Marquee 
Oli tlu: River-fi.!e. Cli.';/::} en,; Hofpitolity of tli« 
<fawn [j Karate,lin. J.;rejj:s of the Kamt[cha
dales. Proj"(!lte oilr ,)0::1'11"), D,,", Sledges. Curious 
./lccmmt of that J,fcde c/ tidi.'>Z;:'Jg. A;rive at 
l\T,;/,;,0, Cb.'1. Remarkable hot Spring [ben. Em
bid. Oll tbe E~;cbv;leb Ri,'cr. ./Jrriwil at lh~ 
C!,":!.;!. Fonnal ProcejJion into that T:, :~'i1. Ge
nerojity and Hcfpitality of Mejor Behm, Com
;:1,;:!::cr of the Garrifon. BohheretJk defcribed. 
1'" :;',:'s re.:eh,edfrom tile :l1.jor. Entert.:>iliiZcnts 
d J\llc"ii.':{. Very ,:!]~\;I,'l: Departure from 1..'01-
li'c, ":"::. j,'c!ilf'/I to the ~~!ii~s. Remarkable 1n

jfU!ICC> of Generojity in the S~ilors. Major B.ehm 
carries Difpatchts to Pt!e'j2'lIrglt. His Departure, 
"lid extraordinary Charatier. 366 
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TO THE 

PAC I FIe 0 C E A N. 

BOO K IV. 

TRANSACTIONS WITH THE NATIVES OF NORTH

AMERICA; DISCOVERIES ON THAT COAST Aim 

THE EASTERN EXTREMITY OF ASIA, AND RE

TtrRN SOUTHWARD TO THFo SANDW I eM ISLAN DS. 

C HAP. VIII. 

<file Ships proceed II) the }"'orthward---7'be Ijles oj 
Oonella and Acocftzil-OnmzaJ...-Plenty of Cod 

C.1U;ht - Brijlol Rh'er - Round ljland - Calm 
Point --Mr. Williamfon lands at Cape Newen
ham-His Report-Brijlol Bay-Extent of it
Shoal H' atlr-The Ships are obliged by the Shoals 
to return-Shoal Neft-Americans come vff tfJ 
our Ships-'l'heirEeha'Viour, DreJs, &c.-Point 
Upright-Death of Mr. Ander/on-His Charac
ter-Ali !fland named after him-Account of 
Sledge ljIand - King'r ljIand - Cape Prince of 
Wales-Anchor in a klrge lay on the .I1fiali~ 
Coa). 

ON the 2d of July, we !leered from Samga .. 

n oodha, with a gentle breeze at fouth-fouth .. 

raft, to the northward, and met with Rothing to ob· 
VOL. 1lI.-NO i2. B ftruCM 
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ftrucc US in that courle. -For, on the one fide, the 

Ine of Oonalalhka trended fauth-weft; and, on 
the other, no land was vifible In a direaion more 

northerly than north-eall:; all which land was 

a continuation of the fame groupe of iflands 
that we had fallen in with on the 25th of 
the preceding month. That which is fituated 
before Samganoodha, and conftitutes the north
eafiern fide of the palfage through which we 
came, is denominated Oanella, and Its cir
cumference is about feven leagues. Another 
ii1and, lying to the north-eafrward of it, beau 

the name of Acootan, it is conGderably fllperior 
in Gze to Oonella, and has in it fame very lofty 
mountains, which were, at this time, covered 
with fnow. It appeared, that we might have 
palfed with great fafety between thefe two il1ands 
and the continent, whofe fouth-wefiern point 
opened off the north-eaftern point of Acootan, 
and proved to be the fame point of land that we 
had difcerned when we left the coaft of the con
tinent, the 25th of June, to go without the 
Wands. It is termed Oonemak by the natives. 
and is fitllate in the longitud~ of 1920 30' eaft, and< 
in the latitude of 5+° 30' riorth. Over the cape,. 

. which, of itfelf, is high land, there is a round 

elevated mountain, at prefent covered With'fnow. 
This mountain bore caft 2. 0 north, at fix o'clock 

in the afterneon ;- and cwo hOllr~ aft,erw,,;·ds, no 

land. 
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land was to be feen. Concluding, therefore, that 

the coaft of the continent had now inclined ~o 

the north-eaftward, we fleered the f3m~ courte, 
till one o'clock the following morn ing, when the 
watch flationed upon deck imagined they faw 

land a-head. Upon this we wore, :rnd; for tile 

fpace of abollt two hours, flood tOwads the 

fouth-weft; after which we refumed o:tJr cour;e 
to the eaa north-eaa. At fix we difcovcred h:1d 
a-head, at the diftance of abotlt five-leagues,: bear

ing fouth-eafr. As we ad":J.nced we (:efcrieJ 

inore and more Lmd, (he whole of whiCh \~as 
connetted. At twelve o'clock, we ob(crvcd that 

it extended from fouth-fouth-wea to eaft, the 

part neareft to us being five or Ii): leagues l' i 112 nr. 

Our longitude; at this ';me; W:JS 195 0 l~~' e"ft, 

and our latitude 55" 21' north. At fix, in the 

afternoon, we formdeti, and found J bottom of 

black ,fand at the depth of forty-eight fathoms. 
We were now four leagues from the land; and 

the eaftern part in fight was in the direction of 

eaft-fouth-eaft, appearing as an elevated round 

hummock. 

On Saturday the 4th, at eight o'clock in the 

morning, we faw the coaft from fouth-fouth-weft', 

and ,eaft by fouth; and, at inter":J.Is, We coulJ 

difcern high J:jnd~ covered with fnow~ behind it. 

Not long alter we had a calm; and being ill 

thirty fathoms water, we caught, with hock and 

line, a good number of exccll:nt cod. At twelve 

B 2 we 



A V (, Y A G £ TOT in: 

we had an eafterly breeze and clear weather ~ 
at which time we found ourfelves about fix league~ 
from the land, which extended from fouth by 
weft to eaft by fouth; and the hummock, feen 

the preceding evening, bore fouthkeft by fouth, 
at the diftance of nine or ten leagues. A great 

hollow fwell from the weft-follth-weftwar<l, con: 
vi need us, that there was no main land, in that 
direCtion, near us. We fteered a northerly courfe 
till fix o'clock in the afternoon, when the wir.d~ 
veering to the fouth-eaft, enabled us to ~eer eaft
north-eaft. The eoaft lay in this direCtion, and, 
at twelve o'clock on the following day; was at 
the difiance of about four leagues. 

We made but little progrefs on the 6th and 

7th, ·as the wind was northerly. In the evening 
of the latter day, about eight o'clock, the depth 
of water was nineteen fathoms, and we were 
three or four leagues from the coaft, which, 011 

Wednefday the 8th, extended from fouth.fouth
weft to eafi by north, and was all low land, with 
a ridge of mountains, covered with fnow, behind 
it. It is not improbabJe, that this low coaft ex
tends to a confiderable difiance towards the fouth. 
weft; and that thofe places which we fometimes 
fuppofed to be inlets or bays, are nothing more 
than vallies betwe!!n the mountains. This day 
we put our hooks and Hnes over, and caught 
plenty of fine cqd. 

On 
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~n the 9th, in the morning. having a breez~ 
at north-weft, we fteered eaft by north, in order 
to make a nearer approach to the coaft. At 
noon, we were at the difl:ance of about two leagues 
from the land, whicR was obferved to extend 
from fouth by eaft to eaft-north-eafi; being all a 
low coaft, with points pr~iecting in feveral places, 
which, from the deck, had the appearance of 

iflands; but, from the maft· bead, we faw that 
low land connected them. \Ve were nO\~ in the 
longitude of 201 0 33' eaft, and in the latitude 
of 57"- 49' north. In this fituation, our found
ings were fifteen fathoms, over a bottom of fine 
\;llackfand. 
. In advancing towards the north-eail, we had 
found that the depth Oi' water gr~dually decreafed. 
~nd the coafl: trended more and more northerly. 
~ut we obferved, that the ridge of mountains 

~ehind it, continued to lie in the fame direction 
a~ thore tha~ \vere more wefterly; fo that the ex·
t(:n~ of the low land, between the eoaft and the 
fo~t of the mountains, iMenftbly inereafed. Both 
the low and l1igh grounds were totally deftitute 
Qf wQod; b\lt were aPI,arently' covered with a 
green turf, the mountains excepted, which were 

involved in f.'1ow. 
; As we proceeded along the coaft with a light 

wefterly .. breeze, the water fhoaled gradually from 
fifteen to ten fathoms; though we were eight or 
ten miles diftant from the' fuore, About eight 

B 3 o'clock 
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q'clocf in the ev~ning, a lofty mountain, which 
had be~n [OIDI'! time within fight, bore fouth-eail 

bY" ean, at th~ diftance of twen~y-one leagues. 

Several other mountains, forming a part of tlu: 
fame ch~in, and much further diftant,bore eaij 
3'0' nonh. The coaft was feen to extend as far 
as north-eaft half north, where it; fef!~ed to ter~ 
mi~~t~ in a' point, ~eyond which' it was bo.th our 

bope 'and expectation, ~h~t it woUld aifume ~ 
m~re eafterly direction. .But, nQt long after

"Yards, we perceived low land, ~h~t exteOpeq 

from behind this roint, a~ far as north-wefr by 
weft, where it was loft in the horizon; and be
hind it we difcerned high land, appearing, in"hill~ 
detached from each other. Thus the fine pro. 
fpect we had of getting to the northward v.ariilhed 
in an infrant. \Ve ft90d on till nine o'clock, 
a'nd then tbe point b.efore-mentioned was, about 
one league diftant, bea,ring north-eaft half eaft-. 

Behind the point is a river, which, at lts el'
t(anee, feemec,l to b~_ a m~e in breadth." The 
v.:ater appe~red fomewh,3t difcoloured, as" upon 
fhoals; but a calm would have criven it a fimilar 

, " b 

afpctJ:. It feemed to t,ak,e a 'Winding dirett-ion, 
through the extenfive .flat which lies betwe'eIi the 
chain of pl0untains towards the [outh eait, ,and 

the hills to t.he north-wdlwaJd., It do.ubtlefs 
abound~ with i~lmon, 'as, many of thofe.:;fifh ,Were 
feen leaping in the fea before the entrance, anq 
forne were found in the maws of cod that ,\ve had 

CaU~?t2 
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~aug4t. The mouth of this river,: which we 
dillinguilhed by the appellation of Briftol· River, 
is fitllated in the longitllde of 201 0 5:/ e:lfi, and 
in the latitude of 580 27' north. 

At day-bre:lk, on the 10th, we made fail to 

the weft-fouth-well, with a light breeze at north
eaft. About eleven o'clock, thinking that the 
~oaft towards the north-weft terminated in a point, 
bearing' north-weft by weft, the Commodore 
fleered for that point, having ordered the Dif

covery to keep a-head. But, btoforethat ve{fel 

had run a mile, fhe made a fignal for fuoal water. 
At that very time we had the depth of feven fa
thorns; and before we could get the head of our 
lhip the other way, we had lefs than five: bllt 

tbe Difcovery's fOllndings were lefs than four fa
thoms.We now flood back to the north-~an, 
three or four miles; but obferving that there W:l.li 

a {hong tide fetting to'the weft-fouth-well, that, 

is, towards the thoal, we brollght the fhips to 
anchor in about ten fathom~, over a fandy bot
tom. Two hffiirs after we had c:lfranchor, 
th~ water bad fallen upwards of two feet; which, 

proved, that it was the tide of ebb that came 

from'llriftol' River~ 

'In the afternoon, at four o'claele, the winJ hav

ing fhWteJ to the' fouth-well, we weighed ad 
made fail to:-vards the fouth, fevera! boats bei:;; 

occupied a-head in founding. Having; ar;:,l 

Qver the fauth-end of the fhoal, in fix fathoms 
WJ~{'r, 
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water, w~ .• fterwards got into thirte~~ lind fif5~~/;); 
in which Iaft depth we let go our anchors again~. 
between eight and nine in the evening; fome 
part of the chain of mountains, on the fouth ... 
eaftern fhore, being in fight,. and bearing fouth-' 
eaft half .fou~h ; and the moll:wefterly land o~ 
the other.fhore beari~g nQrth-we~. In the courfe. 
~f this day~ we had d~rcried hig~ land, which 
bore north 60" ~eft, l1-nd which \Ve fllppofc:d to 
be abou.t twelve leagpes qiftan~. . 

We weighed anchor the next morni~g~ a~ two 
o'clock, with a gentle breeze at fouth-weft by 
weft, and plied to windward till nine; when 
judging the flood-tide to be now againft us, we 
anchored in twenty-four fathoms water. At on~_ 
in the afternuon, the fog, which had this m~rn': 
ing prevailed, difperfing, and the tide becoming 
favourable, we weighed agai~, and plied ~o the: 
fouth-weftward. Towards the evenil\g; the wind, 
was extrenwly variable, and· we had fame thun-· 
cler: we had heard none before,. from the time 
of our arrival Pfl the co aft ; and that which we' 
nOW heard was at a great di(lance~ The win4 
fetding again in the fauth-weft q~arte~, ~p, ,tlie 
morning of Sunday the 12th, we fleered a ·north': 
weft courfe, and, at ten o'clock, fa~ the· conti-' 
nent. At mid-day, it extended from north-eaft.l 
~y north to north-north-weft a quarter weft; and 
an elevated hill appeared in the direction of north~ 
Mrth-wett, n\n~ or ten leagues diftant. '~hi.~ 

was 
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ivas found to be l\n iOand, to which, on account 
~'( its figure, Ca.ptain Cook gave the' na~e of 
Round 'Wand. It ftands in the latitud~ of 580 
37' north, and the longitude of 200 0 6' eaft, and 
is [even miles diftant from the contin~ni. At 
~ine in the evening, having fteered a northerly 
cOUffe to wi th;n three leagues of the {hore, we 
tacked in fourtee-I? fa,homs water, the extremi~ 
ties of the coaft· beal ing eaft-fouth-eaft half eaft, 
and weft. . 

The wind now ",eereq to the north-weft, and 
e!labled us to ftretchalong ~he {hore, till two the 
11ext morning, \vhenwe fudoenly got into fix fa
Uloms Water, beiru; then fix miles from the land. 
After we had edged off a little, '()ur depth o~ wa:
tergradually incre~le~; and, at' twelve o'cIock, 
pur found~ngs \vere twenty fatho;ns. Round 
rnand, at this time, bore north j,oeaft; and the 
weftl'::rn extreme of the . coaft was [even leagues 
~i~ant, bearing' nortfi J§o weft. It is .aneIevat
?d point,' to w~ich the appellation of Calm Point 
was given, from 'our having calm weather while 
we were off it. . To the north-weftward of Round 
iqancl, we difeern~d two or thre~ pillocks, which 
had an infular appearance; and perhaps they may 
he iOands, for we h~d but a diftant profpeCl: of 
this particular p:lrt of the eoaft. 
, \Veadvanced bur Oowly on the 14," and 15th, 
paving little wind, and, at times, a very thick 

fog. Our founqing> were from twenty-fix t() 
four:' 
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fourteen fathoms ;' and we h;d pretty good rue. 
q~fs in filhing, 'for we ca~ghtI?lenty of cpd, and 
fame fiat 6ili. On ThuTfday the 16th, at five 
o'clock in 'the morning, the fog clearing up, we 
found ourfelves nearer ,the fhore than we expect-:
ed. Calm Point bore north 720 eall,. and a point 
about eight leagues from it, in a wellerly direc

tion; bore north 30 ealt, only three miles dillant. 
Betwixt thefe two points, the coall forms a bay'~ 
in feveral parts of which the land could fcarq:lj 
be fe~n from the maft-head. There is. another 
bay on the north weilenl fide of the lall-merl~ 
tioned point, between it a~d a high promon.-: 
tory, which now bore north 360 weft, at the dif': 
tanc~ offiXleen miles. Ai/out nine o~cIock, Cap
tain Cook difpatched LieutJnant W'illiamf6nto 
this promontory, with ord~rs' 'to go afhor~, and 
obferve what direction the coidl: a:trumed bey.ond 
it, and what was' the prodqce of tlie c,o~ntry; 
whic;h, when vi~wed from the_i_n1i~s, had, but a 
~terll afpea. We here found the flood' tide -fet
ting' ftrongly towards the nonh-weft, along the 
c.oafi:. At twelve o'clock it was" high water, and 
i.ve call: anchor at the diftance' of twelve miles 
from the {hare, in twenty-four fathoms water. In 
the 'afternoon, about ,five, the tide beginning to 

make in our favour, we weighed" and drove with 
it, t\len: being no wind. 

Mr. Williamfon, at his rett)rn, reported, that 
he, had landed on the point, and, having afcended 

~h~ 
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t~moft elevated hill, 'found, t~at the mon dif. 
tant part of the co~ll: in fight was nearly ill a 
northerly direB:ion. He too~ pofIellion of the 
country in the name of his Britannic Majelly, 
and left on the hill a bottle containing a paper, 
on which the names of our fuips, and of their 
commanders, and the date of the difcovery, were 
infcribed. The promontory? which be .named 
Cape Newenham, is a rocky point, of confide
fable height; and frands, in the longitude of 191°. 
:;6' eaft, and in the latitude 6f 580 42' north~ 

Over it, or within it, two 'lofty hij]~ ·rife pne be_ 
llind the other; of which the innermofi, or eafi
emmott, is the higheft. The ~qup.trYI as far as 
Mr. Williamfon could difcern?produces not a 
fingle tree or 1hrub. The hills were naked; but, 
.:m the lower grounds, ther.e grew grafs and plants, 
or various kinds, very few of which were at this
time in flower. He met~ with no other animal~: 
~han a doe and her fawn, and a dead fea-horre or 
cow that lay upon the beach. Of the. latter ani
mals we had lately ften a conliderab)e npmb~r • 
. The coaft, a~ we h,ave already mention~d, af

fuming a northerly direCl:ion from Cape Newen-. 
ham, that cape is the northern boundary of the 
extenfive bay and gulph, fituate before the river 
Brillol, which, in hfmour of the Ad\lliral Earl of 
Brifiol, received from the Commodore the de
nomination of Brill01 Bay. Cape Ooneemak 
forms the fouthern limit 9f this 'bay; and i); 

eighty-
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~ighty-two \eagues qiftant, in ,the diretl:ion of lP)J~"1 
fouth~'Ye~, from Cape Ne":e,nb~rn. , ~ ,~. 
, A light breeze arifing about eight o'clock, ir~ 
~hG; evening~ and f('~tling 3~ fouth-fomh-eaft, we 

£leered to toe north-weft, an,d, n?rth-l1;Qr~h-wJ:ftj 

r6und Cape New<;nham; which at n1el,(e, t~e 
following day" was four leagues diftant, bea~iilJ9 
[outh by eaft:' '9ur foundings, at ~his time, w~re; 
feventeen fathoms; the moft aa,vJlnced lapd t9~ 
wards the nbrth 'hare north, 300 ean; anp the, 
lleardl:;J?art of th,~ c~a!1; ~,as three lFagu~sand.'t 
half dillant. During tlle whole afrernc;).On, there 
waS. but littl,e w'jl)d; fo' tl}at', 'by ~~n~'d;!=k in, 

, the eve'ning; we had only pro~ecded thre.-e le~gues. 
en a northerly' courfe.,' , 

We fteered':norrh by we(t till eight o'clock the 

llext morning~' (Saturday the., .. ~ 8th) when, ther; 
depth of water fu'ddenly decrea~ng to fev~~, ~l~ 
five fathoms, we brought to, till a boat from eacl~j 
0f our fhips was rent a-head to found, and. then 
fteered to the 'ndrth-e~ft., At noon

l 
~b~ wai~rl 

was deepened to fe~e~reeri fatho,?~. ~ape N,eweQl1 
ham was now' eleven or twelve leagu~s diftal'lt, 
liiearing fouth 9° 'eaft; the ~onh-eat1:ern cxtn:", 

mity of the hind in fight bore:n'orth 66 Q eaft;: 
and the difiance of the nq~c;ft fuore was four or 
n,ve leagues. Our pre[c~t latitude wa's 590 ' 16,' 
north. Between Cape N ewenhilll and thislati-
tude, the co aft confifts of low land and hills, -21;d c 

feemed to forip fe.'eral bays. 
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B~fore one o'clock, the bOat's a~he:ld diJi'layed 
the fignal of 1hoal water. They had, iildeed, 

tlnfy two fathoms; and at the fame time, the 
/bips were in fix fathoms water. By hauTing 
more to the north, we continm:d nearly in th(! 
fame depth till between five and fix o'clock, Whel\ 
our boats finding leis and lefs water, Captaili 

Co01, made the fignal to the Difcovery, whith 

tvas then a-head, to cail: anchor, and both !hips 
foon came to. In bringing up the Rtfolution~ 

her cable parted at the clinch, fo that we were 
()bliged to nuke ufe of the other anchot. \\ e 
70ce in fix fathoms water, over a bottom of fanJ, 

::.t the dillance of four or five leagues from the 
continent. Cape Newenhahl now bore foUth; 

fixteen or feventeen leagues diil:ant; the f~Hthdl 
hills we could perceive towards the ,.orth, bore 
north-eail by eaft; and there was low land fhetch~ 
ing oUt from the more etented land, as far a3 
north by eaft. Without this there was a [hoal of 
flones and fand, dry at balf ebb. The two ma(
rers having been (ent, each in a boat, to found 
between this fuoal and the coaft, reported, on 
their return, that there was a ch3nnel, in wh'icll 
the fOllndings were fix and feven fathoms, but 
that it was rather narrow and intricate. 

We attempted, at low water, to get a haw fer 
wund the loft anchor, but we did not then meer 

with fuccefs. Howe-ver, being refolved not to 
i"i:a\"e it behind us, while there wa~ any profpeet 

of 
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of recovering it, we perfevered in our endeavours; 

and, at length, in the evening of the 20th, we 
{ucceeded. While we were thus occupied; the 

Commodore ordered Captain Clerke to difpatch: 
his mafter .in a boat to {earch for a paffage in a 
fouth-weft direction. He accordingly did {o., 
but no channel was obferved in thit quarter; 
nor did it appear that there was any other way to 
get clear of the ihoals, than by returning by the 
fame track in which we had entered. For though, 
by following the thannel we were now. in, we 

might perhaps have got further down the co aft ; 
and though this channel might probably have 
carried us at laft to the northward, clear of the 
ihoals, yet the attempt would have been attend
ed with extreme hazard; and, in cafe of ill {ue
cers, there would have been a great 10Cs of time 
that we could not conveniently {pare. Thefe 
reaCons induc~d the Commodore to return by the 

way which ha(~ brought us in, and thus avoid the 
fho:als. 

The longitude of our prefent ftation, by lunar 
obfervations, was 197° 45' 48'/ eaft, and the 

latitude 59° 37' 30" n9rth. The mofl: northern 
par~ of the coaft, that we could difcern from 
this ftation, was fuppofed to be fituate in the 

ptitude of 60°. It formed, to appearance, a low' 
point, which received the name of Shoal N efs. 
The tide of flood fets to the north ward, and the 

ebb to the fouthward: it rifes and falls five at ftlt 

f@et 
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feet upon a perpendicular; and we reckon that it 
is high water at eight o'clock, on the full and 
change da y s. 

At three in the morning of the 21ft, we weigh
ed anchor with a gentle breeze at north-north
weft, and fteered back to the fouth, having three 
boats a-head employed in founding. Notwith
fianding this precamion, we met with greater 
dithclllty in returning than we had found in ad
vancing; and were at length under the necemt]' 
of anchoring, to avoid the danger of running 
upon a fuoal that had only a depth of five fed. 
\Vhile we lay at anchor, twenty-feven Americans, 
each in a feparate canoe, came off to the !hips, 
which they approached wilh fame degree of cau
tion. As they advanced, they hollowed and 
opened their arms; thereby intimating, as we 
underftood, their peaceable intentions. Some of 
them, at laft, came near enough to recci ve a few 
trifling articles which we threw to them. Thi~ 

.gave ellcouragementto the others to venture a

long-fide; and a traffic quickly commenced be
twem them and o\.1r people, who obtained \loouen 
veffels, bows, darts, arr~w.s, dreffes of ikins, &c. 
i~ exchange for ~hich the natives accepted what
ever we offered them." They appeJrcd to be the 
fame fort of people, with thofe we had met with 
all along this coaCl: ; and they wore in their lips 
aod nofes the fame fpecies of ornaments, buc 
w.ere not fo well clothed, and were far more dJ 't). 

1 hq 
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They feemed to be perfectly lInacql1ain~ed ,~i[.h 
any civilized nation; they were ignorant of t-he 
ufe of tobacco; nor did we obferve in their pof
fellion any foreign article, unlefs a knife may be 
tonlidered as fuch. This, indeed, was nothink 
'more than a 'piece of common iron fitted in a 
handle made of wood, fo as to ferve the pur
pofe of a knife, They, however, fo well knew 
the \.l[e and value of this inftrument, that it feerrt
ed to be almon: the only article they were defir

ous of. 
The hair of moft of them Was fhaved, or cut 

fhort ott, a few locks only being left on oite fide, 
or behind. They wore as a covering for their 
heads, a hood of !kins, and a bonnet, which was 
feemingly of wood, One part of their drefs, 
which we procured from them, was a kind 6f 
girdle, made of ikin in a very neat manner, with 
trappings depending from it and palling betwi:ict 
the thighs, fo as to conceal the adjacent parts. 
From the ufe of this girdle, it is probable that 
they fometimes go in other refpeCts naked, even 
in this high northern latitude; for it can fcarcely 
be fuppofed that they wear it under their other 
clothing. Their canoes were covered with !kins, 
like thofe we had lately feen; but they were 
broader, and the hole wherein the perfon fits was 
wider than in any of thofe we had before met 
with. Our boats returning from founding a'p. 

peared to give them fome alarm,. fo that tiley all 

deparlN 
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o<'parted fooner than perhaps they otherwife would 
have done. ' 

We did not get clear of the fhoals before the 
evening of Wednefday the 2zd; and then we 
durft not venture to fleer towards the weft during 
the night, but fpent it off Cape NewenhalTI. At 
day-break, on the 23d, we ftood to the north
weftward, the Difcovery being ordered to go a
head. Before we had proceeded two leagues, our 
foundings decreafed to fix fathoms. Being ap
prehenfive, that, if we continued this courfe, we 
fuould meet with lefs and lefs water, we hauled to 

the fauth, with a frelli eaUerly breeze. This 
courfe gradually brought us into eighteen fathoms 
water, upon which we ventured to fteer a little 
wefterly, and afterwards due weft, when we at 
length found twenty-fix fathoms. At noon, on 
the 24th, our longitude, by obfervat!on, was 

1940 a' eafr, and our latitude SH" 7' north. 
About three leagues to the weft of this fituation; 
our foundings were twenty-eight fathoms; and 
we then fteered weft-north-weft, the depth of 
water gradually increafing to thirty-four fathoms. 
We iliould have fieered more northerly had not 
the wind prevented us. 

In the evening of Saturday the 2sth, having 
but little wind, and an exceedingly thick fog, we 
Jet go our anchors in thirty fathoms; our longi

tude being, at that tiine, 1910 37' eaft, and OUf 

latitude 580 29' north. About lix o'clock the 
VOL. III.-NQ 13. C next 
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next morning, the weather in fome degree clear. 

ing up, we weighed, and, with a gentle breeze 
at eaft, fleered to the northward, our depth of 
water being from twenty-five to twenty-eight 

fathoms. After we had proceeded on this courfe 
for the (pace of nine leagues, the wind veered to 

the north, (0 that we were obliged to fleer more 
\veftcrly_ The weather, for the mofl part, can· 
tinucd to be foggy, till about twelve o'clock on the 
28th, when we had clear flln-fhine fora few hours, 
during which fevnal lun:1\" obfervations were 
wade. The mean refult of thefe, reduced to 

noon, at which time our latitude was 59 0 55' 
... !)rtb, gave 1900 6/ eaft longitude, and the time •. 

",er;x:r gave 189 0 59'. 

Continuing our wdcrly courfe, we difcovered 
land at four in the morning of the 29th, bearing 
north-weft by weft, at the diflance of fix leagues. 
\\'c ftood towards it till between ten and 'eleven, • 

w\;cn we tacked, in twent)'-four fathoms beinO' 
, . b 

then a league from the land, which bore north. 
north-weft. 'It was the fouth-eafiern extreme, 

:1nd formed a ptlT211c1icular cliff of great height; 
upon which account, Captain Cook !Zwe it the 
r.JlO1C of Point Upright. It fiands in~ the longii. 

tude of 'IS 7° 301 eait, and in the latitude of 60 0 

J 7' north. l'.lore land Was perceived to the weft
w:uJ of this point; and, at a clear ir.ter·val, we 
dircerned another portion of hiO'h land bearing 

b , 

'.\CJt by fcrmh; and this feemed to be perfectly 

. icparated 
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f-eparated from the other. \\'.:! here o1[l'rved an 

amazing number of birds, [udlas guillemots, 

;lwks, &c. 
During the whole afternoon we had baffling 

light winds, which occafioncd Olirprogrefs to be 
but flow; and the weatber was not fufficiently 
clear, to enable us to determine the extent of the 
land that was before us. vVc conjecl:i.ued that it, 

was one of the many iflands bid down in Mr. 

Strehlin's map of the New I\:orrhern Archipebgo; 

and we every moment expected to defcry more 
of them. 

On the' 30th, at fOlir o'clock in the afternoon, 

Point Upright was fix lCag1Jes diftaor, bearing 

north-weft by r:orth. A light breeze now fprinf':
ing up at north-north-\':ci'c, we fteered to tIll' 

north-eaftward till four the next morning, when 

the wind veered to the eaft; we then t:1C :,~ed, and 

fio,?d to the notth-weft. The wind, not long 
after, ihii[ing to fouth-eaft, we fleered north-eaft 

by north; and continued this courfe, with found. 

ings from thirty-five to twenty fathoms, till noon 

the following day (Auguft 1.) Our latitude, ;,t 

this tinle, was 60 0 58' north, and our loni:'.itll~~:; 
was 1910 eaf(. The wind no'.v becoming north

eafterly, we firft made a flretch of abom ten 

leRgues towards the north-weft; and then, as we 

o~)fcrved no land in that direction, we ftood back 

t) the eaft for the {pace of fourteen or fifteen 

leagues, and met with a confi(I<"laLle '-illlilcity of 

C 2 drift~ 
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drift-wood. Our depth of water was from twenty .. 

two to nineteen fathoms. 
On Sunday, the 2d of Augufl:, variable light 

winds with fhowers of rain, prevailed the whole 
day. ' In the morning of the 3d, the wind fettling 
in the fouth·eaft quarter, we refumed (lUr north
ward courfe. At twelve o'clock our foundings 

were fixteen fathoms, our latitude was 62 0 34' 
north, and longitude I!)2 0 caft. 

Between three and four o'clock this afternoon 
Mr. Anderfon, Surgeon of the Refolution, ex
pired, after he had lingered under ,a confumption 
for upwards of a twelvemonth. He was a fen
fible, intelligent young man, and an agreeable 
companion. He had great ikill in his profeffion; 

and had acquired a confiderable portion of know
ledge in other departments of fdence. Our 
readers will doubtlefs have obferved, how ufeful 
an ailillant he had proved in the courfe of the 
voyage; and if his life had been prolonged to a 
later period, the public might have received from 
him many valuable communications refpecting 
the natural hiftory of the different places vifited 
by us. Soon after he had refigned his breath1 

we difcovered land to the weftward, at the dif. 
tance of twelve leagues. \Ve fuppofed it to be 
:10 ifland; and the Commodore, to perpetuate 
the memory of the deceafed, for whom he had a 
particular elleem, diftinguifhed it by the name 
t)f Anderfon's Wand. The following day Mr. 

Law, 
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Law, Surgeon of the Difcovery, was removed 
into the Refolution; and Mr. Samuel, the Sur
geon's firft mate of the Refolution, was appoint
ed to fucceed Mr. Law as Surgeon of the 
Dj[covery. 

At three in the afrernoon, on the 4th, we: faw 
land extending from north-north-can: to north
weil. \Ve fleered towards it till four, when, be
ing four or five miles diftant from it, we tacked; 
and. not long afterwards, the wind failing, we 
let go our anchors in thirteen fathoms, over a 
fandy borrom, at the diftance of about two 
leagues from land. Our latitude was now 649 

27" north, and IQngitude 194-<! 181 eaft. We 
could, at intervals, di[cern the coaft extending 
from, eaft to north-weft, and an iiland of confider
able elevation, b~aring weft by north, nine miles 
diftant. 

The land before us, which we imagined to be 
the continent of America, appeared rather low 
next the fea; but, inland, it rafe in hills, which 
feemed to be of a tolerable height. It had a 
greeni/h hue, and was apparently deftitute of 
wood, and free from fnow. While our thips 
remained at :m<;hor, we obferved that the tide of 
flood came from the eaftward, and fet to the 
weftward, till between the hours of ten and 
eleven; from which time, till two o'clock the 
next morning. the ftream fet to the eaft, and the 
wa.ter feU thre~ feet. The flood running both 

C 3 10lJger 
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longer and f1:ronger than the ebb, we concl~dc:.d~ 
that there was a wcf1:erJ J' current befides the tide.: 

On Wednefday the 5th, at ten o'clock in t~' 

morning, we, ran down, and, foon after, anchor

ed between the ifland and the continent in' fev~ 
fathoms. Not long after we had cail: anchor, 
Captain Cook, accompanied hy Mr. King, and 
fame other officers, landed upon the iiland. He 
hoped to have had from it a profpectof the co aft 

and fea towards the weft; but, in that direa:io~ 

the fog was fo thick, that the view was not ,more 
extenfive than it wa~ from our ihips. The coa~, 
of the continent feemcd to incline to the north, 

at a low point, named br' us P6int' Rod~ey, 
which bo're from the iiland north-weft half weft, 

at the diitance of three or four leagues; but the 

high land~ which aifumed a more north~rly di
reerion, W:\5 perceived at a much gr~ater d[ftante. 

The latitude of this iiland is 640 36' north, 

and its longitude i? 193~,,57' ea~. It J'is about 
twelve miles ill, circumference: The furface of 

the gro'und principally confi(ls of I,!rg~, loofe 
.. • "( J 

fiOlles, covered in mJny, places w4th mofs and 
other ye:;etables, of which' twenty or thirty dif

ferent. fpecies were obrerved, and ,\'noft ~9f t6~m 
were 111 flower. But the Captain faw not a tree 
or 111rub, either on the ifland, or up,on the peigh
buuring continent. Near the beach, where he 
landed, was a conijc1erable quantity, of. wild pur
fl:lin, long-wort, pea[~, ~,,;. fome • of which he 

touk 
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took on board for boiling. He faw feveral plovers, 
;lnd other [mall birds; a fox was aHa feen. H~ 

met with fame decayed huts, built partly under 

ground. PearL:: had lately been upon the iibnd ; 

and it i3 more th:m probable, that rhey often re

pair to it, there being a beaten path from onc 

~nd to the other. At a fmJ,lI di!l:ance from that 
part of the {hore where our gentlemen lander', 

they found a fledge, which induced Captain Cook 
to give the Wand the appellation of Sledg~ IfLmd. 
It appeared to be fuch a one as is uied by th:: 

Ruffians in Kamt!chatka, for the purpo!t: of con

veying goods from one plac.e to fin other u\'er the 

fnow or ice. It was about twenty inches in 

breadth, and ten feet ill length; had a fort of 

rail-work on each fide, and was iliod with bone. 
Its <;onftru¢:tionwa~ admirable, and its var:Ol:, 

p:ar:ts were put together with great neatnefs; fome 

\vith wooden pins, but for the moil part willl 

1;hongs or lafhings of whale-bone; in conrcquencl~ 

of which, t;1e Captain im3gined that it was en

tirely the workmanihip of the natives. 

We weighed anchor atth.ee o'clock in t le 

morning of the 6th, a,"d made {ail to the north. 

wei1:,' with a light breeze {rom ,h~ foutb",'~:~J. 

Having afterwards but little wind, and that vari· 

able, we made but a flow progrefs; ~ncl, at, eie;ht 

o'clock in the evening, finding rLellli;;5 g:~tllli::; 

into !hoal-water, we anchored in (C;CIl farhon]'), 

ou.r 'diftani;:e from the coaft Ix;;':~ nbollt t\\O 

C * b:';lI f q •. 
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leagues. Sledge Ifland then bore fouth 51 0 eaft~ 
nine or ten leagues diftant. Soon after we had 
let 0"0 our anchors, the weather, which had been 
mift;, cleared up, and we perceived high land 
extending from north 40° eaft to north 30~ weft, 
feemingly disjoined from the coaft nC,ar which we 
lay at anchor, which appeared to extend to the 
north-eaftward. We at the fame time faw an 
Wand bearing north 81 Q weft, at the diftance of 
eight or nine leagues. It feemed to be of fmall 
extent, and was named King's Ifland. \Ve rode 
at anchor till eight the next morning, when we 
weighed, and fteered- a north-weft courfe. The 
weather being clear towards the evening, we ob
tained a fight of the north-wefiern land, diftant 
about three leagues. We paffed the night in 
making thort boards, the weather being rainy 
and mifty, and the wind inconfiderable. Be..: 
tween four and five in the morning of the 8th, 
we again had a fight of the north -weil: land; and, 
not long afterwards, having a calm, and being 
driven by a current towards the fuore, we thought 

_prop.<:r to anchor in twelve fathoms water, at the 
ciiftance of about two mile~ from the coail:. Over. 

the weftern extremity is a lofty peaked hill, fituate 
in tbe longitude of 192.0 IS' eaft, a;.d in the lati. 
tude of 65° 36/ north. A north-eallerly breeze 
fpringin,g up at eight o'clock, we weighed, and 
ma~e fat! to the fouth-eaftward, hoping to find a 
[Jatlage betw\=en this north-weft land anJ' the 

I=oafi, 
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eoaft, near which we had caO: anchor in the even. 
ing of the 6th. But we qllicldy got into ftvtu. 
fathoms water, and perctived low land con
necfring the two coails, and the elevated land 

behind it. 
Convinced that the whole was a continued 

eoaft, we now tacked, and fteered for its north. 
wdlern part, near which we anchored in feven
teen fathoms, The weather, at prefent, was very 
thick and rainy; bur, at four the next morning, 
it cleared up, and enabled us to difcern the neigh
bouring land. A lof[y fteep rock or Wand bore 
weft by fouth; another iGand to the northward of 
it, and conliderably larger, bore weft by north; 
the peaked hill before-mentioned, fourh-eaft by 
eaft; and the point that was tmder it, fomh 3 2. ~ 

eaft. Under this hill is fome low land, extending 
toward,., the north-weft, the extreme point ot 
which was now about one league diaant, bear
ing north-eaft byeaft. Over it, and alfo beyond 

it, we obferved fome high land, which we 
imagined was a continuation of the continent. 

This point of land, which the Commodore 
diftinguilbed by the name of Cape Prince Of 
Wales. is the weftem extreme of all America 
hitherto known. It ftands in the 10ngi[l1de of 
1910 45' eaft, and in the latitude of 65 Q 46' north. 
We fancied that we faw fome people on the 
coaft; and, perhaps, we were no~ l1'liftaken in 
our fuppofition, as fame elevations like ftages, 

anj 
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.and others refembling huts, were obferved at the 

fame place. 
At eight o'clock this morning, a faint norther. 

ly breeze arifing, we weighed anchor: but our 
fails were Ccarcely fer, when ir began to blow 
and rain with great violence, there being, at the 

Came time, mifty weather. The wind and cur. 
rent were in contrary direCl:ions, railing fuch a 
fel, that it often broke into the fhip. Having 

plied to windward, with little dfed, till: tWe) 
o'clock in the afternoon, we ftood for the it1and 
which we had perceived to the wdhvard, intend
ing to caft anchor under it till the gale ihould 
3bate. But, upon our nearer approach to this 
land, we found that it was compofed of two fmall 
iilands, neither of which exceeded three or four 
leagues in circumference. As thefe could afford 

liS little iheIter, we did not come to an anchor, 
but continued to ftretch towards the weft; a\ld, 

abol1t eight o'clock in the evening, we Caw. land 
extending from north-north-weft to INeft by fouth. 
the diftance of the neareft part being fix leagues • 

. We ftood on till ten o'clock, and then· made a 
board towards the eaft, in order to pars the night: 

On Monday the loth, at break 'of clay, we re

fumed our weftward courfe for the land feen by 
us the preceding evening. At eleven minutes 
after feven o'clock, it extended from Couth 72° 

weft to north 410 eaft. Betwixt the fou th-
weftern extremity, and a point bearing wefl, fix; 

mil,C:s. 
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miles diftant, the coaft forms it fpacious bay, in 
which we dropped our anchors at ten in the forc~ 

noon, about t\':o miles [rom the northern illore. 

ov~r a gravelly borrom, at the depth of ten 

fathoms. The northern point of this bay bore 

north 43~ caft; its fouthern point lomh 580 weD:; 

t'he bottom- of the bay, non:l 60 Q we'll:, between 

two and three leagues diltant; and the two iflands 

that we had pafTed the preceding day. were at the 

diftance of fourteen leagues, bearing north 72 Q. 

eaft. 
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C HAP. IX. 

Captain Cook lands at a [7ill(lge-Interview wilh 
Jome oj the Nati7}8S, the 'TJchutjki-'lheir Weapon$ 
tleJcribed - 'l beir Per fons - 0, naments - D, t1S-
1-Pinter HabitatIOns - Summer Huts - Canoes -
Cj>he Ships quit the Ray-Crofs the Straight to the 
American Coa) - Point Mlilgrave - Appearance., 
of a prodif,ieus Majs of [ce--Icy 9ape-T~e Sea~ 
in a Manner, blocked up ~<ith Ice-Sea Horfls, 
~illed. and made ufe of as Provijions-Account 
oj thefe Animals - 'I he Ships almofl furrounded 
with Ice-Cape Lijburne-Unfuccefsful Attempts 
to grt to tbe North through the lee-Remarks on 
the Formation, &c. of this Ice-Arrival an the 
fiji.1tic CO(ljl-Cape North. 

W Ii I L E we were fleering for this b~y, we 

obferved, on the north !hore, a vIllage, 

and tome people, who feemed to have been thrown 

into confuuon, or fear, at the fight of our veffels. 

,\Ve could plainly perceive perfons running up 

the country with burdens upon their 1houlders~ 
At this village Captain Cook propofed to land i 

and accordingly, went with three armed boats , 
accompanied by fome of the officers. Thirty ox: 

forty men, each of w hom was armed with a [pon-. 
toon, a bow, and arrows, !tood drawn up on an, 

e:;ninence near the houfes; three of them came 

dOWll 
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down towards the iliore, on the approach of our 
gentlemen, and were fo polite as to pull off their 
caps, and make them low bows. Though this 
civility was returned, it did not infpire them with 
fufficient confidence to wait for the landing of 
our party; for, they inftant the put the boats 
a{bore, the natives retired. Captain Cook fol
lowed them alone, without any thing in his hand ; 
and, by figns and geftures, prevailed on them to 

ftop, and accept fome trifling prefents: in recurn 
for thefe, they gave him two fox-lkins, and a 
couple of fea-horre teeth. The Captain was of 
opinion, that they had brought thefe articles down 
with them for the purpofe of prefenting them to 

him; and that they would have given them t() 
him, even if they had expected no return. 

They feemed very timid and cautio liS ; inti
mating their defire, by figns, that no more of 
our people iliould be fuffered to come up. On 
the Captain's laying his hand on the iliould'er of 
one of them, he ftarted back feveral paces; in 
proportion as he advanced, they retreated, al. 
ways in the attitude of being ready to make ufe 
of their fpears; while thofe on the eminence, were 

prepared to fupport them with their arrows. In
fenfibly, the Captain, and two or three of his 
companions, introduced themfelves among them. 
The diftribution of a few beads among fome of 
them, foon created a degree of confidence, [0 

that they were not alarmed, when the Captain 
was 
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was joined by a few inore 'Of his people; and, in 
a iliort time, a kind ef traffic was entered' into. 
in exchange for tebacce, knives, beads, and other 

articles, they gave a few arrews, and [ettie of 
their clething; but nothing that our people had 
to offer, c0uld induce them to part with a fpeat 
or a bow. Thefe they held in continual readi

nefs, never quitting them, except at one time; 
when four or five perfons laid theirs down, while 
they favoured our party wi':h a fang and a Gance; 

and even tben, they placed them in fuch a 
manner, that they could lay hold of them in a 
llloment. 

Tbeir arrows were pointed either with ftone or 
bone, but very few of them had barbs; and fome 
of them had a round blunt point. What ufe 
thefe are applied to, we cannot [1Y, unlefs it be 

to kill fmall animals withClut damaging the 1kin. 
Their bows were ruth as we had obftrved on the 

American coafi: their [pontoons, or fpears, were 
of iron or fieel, and of European or Afiatic work
malfuip; and confiJerable pains had been tal{en 
to embellifh them with c:J.rving. and inlayings of 
bra[5, and of a white metal. Tho[e who. flood 
with bows and arrows in their hands, had the 
fpear l1ung by a leathern ihap over their right 
ihoulder. A leathern quiver, l1ung ever their 
left ihoulder, ferved to contain arrows; and fame 

of thefe quivers were exceedingly beautiful, being 
made of red IcatLc'; on which w:!s very neat em-

broidery, 
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broidery, and other ornaments. Several other 
things, and particularly their clothing, indicated 
a degree of ingenuity, far furpaffing what anyone 
would expeCt to find among fo northern a people. 

All the Americans we had feen tince our ar~ 
rival on that coaft, had round chubby faces, and 
high cheek-bones, and were rather IOlv of ftature. 
The people among whom we nO'N were, far from 
refembling tbem," had long vifages, and were 
ftoutand well made: upon the whole, they ap~ 

peared to be a very different nation. No women, 
nor children of either lex, were obferved, nor 
an)' aged perfons, except one man whofe he3d 
was bald; and he was the only one who bore no 

arms: the others feemed to bl! feleel:: men, and 
rather under than above the middle age. The 
elderly man had a black mark acrofs his face. 
which was not perceived :n any others; all of 
them had their ears perforated, and fame had 
glafs beads hanging to them. Thefe were the 
only fixed ornaments feen about them, for they 
wear none to their lips: this is another particular:! 
in which they differ from the Americans we had 
lately feen. 

Their apparel confifted of a pair of breeches, 
a cap, a frock, a pair of boots, and a pair of 
gloves, all; made of the {kins of dccr, dogs, feals, 
and other animals, and extr..emely well drcffcJ.; 
fome with the hair or fur on, and others without 
it. The caps were made in fu(:h a manner, as ~o 

fit 
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fit the head very c1ofe; and befides there capsi 
which were worn by moO: of them, we procured 
from them [orne hoods, made of dog-lkins, that were 

fufficiently iarge to cover both head and fhoulders· 

Their hair was apparently black, but their heads 
Were either fhaved, or the hair cut clofe off," and 

none of them wore beards. Of the few artitles" 
which they obtained from our people, knives and 

tobacco were what they fet th-:: moil value upon. 
The village was compored both of their winter 

and their [ummer habitations; the former are ex
aCtly like a vault, the floor of which is funk be
low the furface of the eOlrrh. One of them, which 

Captain Cook examined, was of :m oval figUfeJ" 
about twenty feet in length, and twelve or more" 
in height; the framing coniifiing of wood, and 
the ribs of wales, judicioufly difpored, and bound 

together with fmaller materials of the fame kind. 
Over, this framing, a covering of thong coarfe 
grafs was laid, and that again was covered with 
earth; fo that on the olltfide, tke houfe had the 
appearance of a little hillock, fupported by a wal'l 
of fione, of the height of three or four feet, which 
was built round the two fides, and one end. At 
the other end of the habitation, the earth was 
raifed floping, to walk up to the .entrance, which 
was by a hole in the top of the roof, over that 
~d. The floor was boarded, and under it was 
a fort of cellar, in which the Captain faw nothing 

1,)ut water; at the end of each houfe \vas a vaulted 

room, 
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.. fOon1~ which he fuppofed was a frore-room. Thefe 
hore-rooms cOinmunicated, by a dark palfagc; 
wich the houfc; and with the oph} air, by a hole 
ih the roof~ which was e\ren with the grount1 one 
walked upon; but they cannot be faid to be ell
tirely below ground; for one end extended to the 
edge of the hili, along ~hich th~y w~re made; 
and which was built up with fione. Over it fiuod 
a kind of fentry-box, or tOwer, formed of tile 
large bones of great fi{b~ 

Their fUri1mer huts were bf a toJer:JbJe fize, 
~nd circular, being brought t6 a point elt the t()P~ 
Slight poles and bones, covered \V itb the fl<'lns 
bf fea-animals, compared the framing. Captain 
Cook examined the infide of one: there \\a5 a 
fire-place jufi within the door; where a few wooden 
veifels were depofited, all ,'ery dirty. Their 
bed-places were clofe to the fide, and occupied 

. about one-haJf of the circuit: fome degree of pri
vacy feemed to be obfervedi for ther~ were [eve
ral partitions; made with {kins. The bed and 
bedding confified of deer-ikins, and moil: of thent 
were clean and drYi 

About the houfes were ereeted feveral il:ages:J 
ten or twelve fett in height, fuch as we had fetri 

. on fame parts of the American coaf{. They 
Were compared entirely of bones1 and were app:::~ 

h~l1t1y intended for drying their fifh and fkins, 
. which were thuspJaced out of the reach of their 
'·,dogs, of which they had great numbers. Thefe 

"V:et..lll.N°l?-}j t1bg~ 



A VOYAGE TO TFiE 

dogs are of the fox kind, rather large, and of 
diff'erent colours, with long foft hair, that ref em" 
hIes wool. They are, in all probability, ufed 
for the purpofe of drawing their fledges in winter ~ 
for it appears that they have fledges, as the Cap
tain faw many of them laid up in one of theit 
winter huts. It is, likewife, not improbahle~ 
that dogs conftitute a part of their food, for 
.veral lay dead, which had been killed that 

morning. 
The canoes of thef~ people are -of the fame' 

kind with thofe of the northern Americans, fame 
both of the larse and fmall fort, being feen lying 
in a creek near the village. 

From the large bones of 6th, and other fea. 
animals, it appeared. that the fea furni1hed thein 
with the greater part of their fubfiftance. The 
country feemed extremely barren, as oui' gentle .. 
'men faw lIot a tree or fhrllb. At fome diftance 
towards the weft, they obferved a ridge of moun
tains covered with [now, that had fallen not IOr1~ 
before. 

A r firft, fame of us fuppofed this- land to be.' a 
!;lrt of the i{land of Alafchka, laid down in Mr .. 
St:'ehlin's map before-mentioned ; but from the 
appearance of the coaft, the fituation of the op
pofite fuore of A merica, and from the longitud'-e7 

we foon corjeEtured that it was, more probably,' 
the country of the Tfchutiki, or the eaftern extre
miry of AGa, explored by Beering in the ye-ar 

, J7 28• 
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i7 2S. In admitting [his, however, without far
ther examination, we muit have pronounced Mr. 
Sta:hlin's map, and his account of the new north .. 
ern Archipelago, to be either remarkably erro
neous, even in latitude, or eIre to be a mere fie .. 
lion; a judgment which we would not prefum'e to 
pafs, upon a publication fo refpeCl:ably vouchedt 
without producing the molt deciGve proofs. 

After our party had remained with thefe people 
between two and three hours, they returned 011 

board; and, foon after, the wind becoming fouth
crly, we weighed anchor, ftood out of the bay, 
and fteered to the north-eait, between the coaft 
and the two jflands. At twelve o'clock the next 
day (Auguft J I) the former extended from louth 
80" weft, to north 840 weit; the latter bore fomh 
40Q weft; and the peaked hill, over Cape Prince 
of Wales, bore fOllth 36~ eait. The latitude of 

the {hip was 66" 5i' north, the longitude J 91 '" 19' 
eait; our foundings were twenty-eight fathoms; 

and our pofition nearly in the middle of the chan
nel, between the two coafts, each being at the 
diU:ance of about feven leagues. 

\\7 e fteered to the eaftward from this ftadon, 

in order to make a nearer approach to the Ame

rican -coaft. In this courfe the water gradually 
lboaled ~ and there being very little wind, and 

all our endeavours to increaie:: our depth faiiing, 
we were obliged at laft to caft anchor in fix fa

thoms ; . which was the only remedy remaining, 

D 2 to 



to prevent the !bip~ driving into more fbartOlf 
water. The nearl it part of the wenern land 
bore wen, twelve Jeagues diftant; the peaked 
mountain over Cape Prince of Wales, bore fomlt 
16u wen; and the moft northern part of the Ame~ 
rican continent in fight, eaft-fouth-eaft; the dif.. 
tance of the nearen part being about four leagues-. 
Afttr we had anchored, a b()Qt was difpatched to 
found, and the water was f\lund [0 fuoal gradu
ally towards the land. While our fhips Jay at 
anchor, which wa- from fix to nine in the even
ing, we perceiv('d little or no current, ncr did 
we obferve that the water rofe or fell. 

i. A northerly breeze fpringing up, we weighed, 
and made fail to the wenward,. which courfe foon 
brought us into deep water; and, during the 
I'!.th, we plied to the northward in fight of both 
coa.l;, but W~ kept neare11: to that of America. 
On tbe 13[h, at tuur III the afternoon, a breeze: 
arifing at louch, we fleered north-eaft by northr 
till four ,;'clock the next morning, when, feeing 

no land, we direCl:ed our courfe eail: by north;; 
and betwetn the hours of nine and ten, land ap"" 
peared, 'W hich we fuppoied was a continuation of 
the continent. It extended from eail: by fouth; 
to eaft by north; and, not long afterwards, we 
~lt:fcried mare land, bearing north by eaft. Como. 
10; r:lther fuddenly into thirteen fathoms water; 
at t,l') in the afternoon, we made a trip off till 
four, \V hen we again flood in for the land # w hUon 

foon 
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foon after, we raw, extending from north to fouth. 
eaft, the neateft part being at the diftance of 
three or four leagues. The coaft here forms a 
point, named by us Point Mulgrave, which is 
fituated in the latitude of 67° 45' "north, and in 
.the JOr:Jgicude of 19+0 51' eaft. The land [t:emed 
to be very low near the rea, but a little farther it 
rifes into hills of a moderate height; the whole 
/Nas free from fnow, and apparently deflitute of 
Yo'Qod. We now racked, and bore away north
weft by weft; bur, in a iliort time afterwards, 
~h~ck weather. with rain, coming on, and the 
wind increafin~, we hauled more to the weft
ward. At two o'clock the next morning. the 
wind veered to {outh- weft by fDuth, and blew a 
thong gale, which abated towards noon. \Ve 
now ftood w the north-eaft, til! fix the next morn
ing, when we fleered rather more eaftnly: in 
this run, we met with [everal eea-horCes, and 

. great numbers of birds; fome of whirh refembled 
fand-Iarks, lind others were not larger than hedge
fparrows. We alfo (aw fome ihags, fa that we 
judged we were not far from land; but, having 
a thick fog, we could not expeCt to fee any; and 
as the wind blew {hong, it \Ias not deemed pru
dent to continue a courfe which waa mol1: liktly 
to bring us to it. From the noon of this day, 
(the 16th of Augul1:) to fix o'clock in the morr. .. 
ing of the following, we fteered eaft by north; 
i ~ourfe wh;ch brought us into fifteen fathoms 

D ~ wat(:~ .. 
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water. We now fteered north-eaft by eafit, thirrk~ 
ing, by fuch a courfe, to increafe our deptb 
'of water. But, in the fpace of fix leagues, il 
fuoaled to eleven fathoms, which induced us t~ 

haul clofe to the wind, that now blew at wdt 
;About twelve o'clock, both fun and moon werd 
clearly feen at intervals, and we made fome hail:}' 
obfervations for the longitude,; which, reducrtl 

to noon, when the latitude was 700 33' nordu 
gave 197 0 41' eaft. The time-~eeper, for the 
fame time, gave 1980. 

Some time in the forenoon, we perceived':t 
hrightnefs in the northern horizon, like that re
:fleded from ice, ufually caUed the blink. Little 
notic"e was taken of it, from a fuppofition that it 

was improbable we fuould fa foon meet with' ice. 
The fuarpnefs of the air, however, and gloomi. 
nefs of the weather, for the two or three preced
ing days, {eemed to indicate fome fudden change, 
About an hour afterwards, the fight of an enor
mous mars of ice, left us no longer in any doubt 
refpeCting the ~aufe of the brightnefs of the hori~ 
<,-on. Between two and three o'clock, we taC"ke~ 
clofe to the edge of the ice, in twenty-two fa~ 

thoms water, being then in the latitude of 70 0: 
4 1' north, and unable to ftand on any farther: 
for the ice was perfectly impenetrable, and ex
,tended from weft by fauth, to eaft by north, JIS, 

far, as the eye could reach. Here we met with 

fire at numbers of fea-llOrfes, fome of which wer~ 

ill 
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in the water, but far more upon the ice. The 
Oommodore had thoughts of llOilling out the 
boats to kill fome of rhelt: animals; but, the wind 
frelhening, he gave up the defi6n; and we con
tinued to ply towards the fouth, or rather to
\v,ards the weft, for the wind came from that quar
ter. We made no progrefs; for, at twelve on 
the 18th, our latitude was 70° 441 nonh, and we 
were almoft five leagues farther to the eaft. 

We were, at prefenr, clofe to the edge of the 
jce, which was as com pat\: as a wall, anG ap
peared [0 be at leaft ten or twelve feet in height: 
but, farther northward, it feemed to be much 
higher. Its furface was exceedingly rugged, and. 
jn feveral places, we faw pools of water upon it. 
We now ftood to the fourh, and, afrer running 
fix leagues, {hoaled the water to feven fathoms; 
but it foon increaf.ed to the depth of nine fa
thoms. At this time, the weather, which had 
been ha;;:y, becoming clearer, we faw land ex
tending from fourh to fouth-eaft by eaft, at the 
rJillance.of three or four miles. The eafiern ex
tremity forms a point, which was greatly encum
bered with jce, on which account i~ was diftin
guifiled by the name of Icy Cape. Its latitude is 
joQ 291 north, and its longitude J 980 20' eaft. 
The other extrell1e of the land was loft in the ho
rizon; and we had no doubt of its being a con
fi'nuation of the continent of America. The 
pifcovery being about a mile a-ftern, and to lee· 

:p 1 ~ard$ 
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ward, met with lef~ depth of water than we l;1id" 
and tacking on that a,ccollnt, the Commodorf· 
~as obliged to tack alfo, to prevent feparation. 

Our prefent fituation was very critical. W~ 
were upon a lee-fuore in fuoal water; and the:: 
main body of the ice to windward, wa$ driving, 
~own upon us. ' It was evident, that if we con~ 
rinued much lOnger between it and the land, it, 
would force us afuore, uniefs it 1h.ould chance tQ, 

take the ground before u~. h ap.pe~red almoq,,{, 
to join the land to leeward, and the only direc~, 
tion that was free from it~ wa? to tpe fOllth weft. 
ward. AfteJ: m~king ~ fu~rt board to the, porth, 
Captain Cook made a fignal for the Difcovery tq 
rack, and his !hip tacked at the fame tim~.' Thr; 
wind prov~d in [otIle me~[ure fayourable, fo that, 
we lay up [outh-wefl:, and (outh-wefl: by weft. '" 

On Wednefday the 19th, at eight in the ~orn~ 
ipg, t~e windveering to weft, w~ tacked to the 
north warp; ang, at twelve, the ~atitude was 700 

6' north, and the long~[ude 1960 42' eaft. In 
this f!tuatiqn, we h~d a co~fid~rable quantity ~f' 
drift ice about our fhips, ~nd the main ice wa~ 
f>bou~ tVjO le~gues to the nO!'th. l3etw~~p on~, 
~nd two, we got in witj'l tb~ edge of it. It was 
le[s ~Oll! l~q¢1 than that wh ic;h we had obferved to. 
wards th:; nprth; but it 'wa~ to~ elofe, a~d 'in too 
!arge piCCfoS t~ attempt forci l1g the fuips 'throug~ 
~t~ We faw an amazing number of fea-horfes 
All the ~ce~ ~nd as we were in want of frefu pro~ 

. !i~~~, 
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\V~~C¥ls, the botts from each fbip were di(patch~ 
p;:d to procure fame of them. By feven in the 
Fyening, we had received, on board the Refo .. 
lution, nine of thefe animals; which, till this 
time, we had fuppofed· to be (ea-cows; fa that 
we were greatly difappointed, particularly fom~ 
of the f~ilors, who, on aCcolmt of the novelty 
of the thing, had been feafting their eyes for 
fome days paft. Nor would they now have been 
~ifappoint,ed, nor have kno';n the difference, if 
t~ere had not been tWQ or three men on board, 
who had been in: Greenland, and declared what 
~nimals thefe wer~, and that no perfon ever eat 
of them. N otwi~hftanqing this, we m~de them 
(eFve us' for prQvilions, and there were few of ou~ 
people who did not prefer them to our fait mear~' 

The fat of thefe animals, at firft,. as fweet 
~s marrow; bur, in a few days, it becomes ran
~'id~ u~lefs it i~ {alred, i~ which fiat~ it will keep 
rpuch longer. Tpe lean fleih i~ coarfe and 
~lackifh, and has a firoog tafte ~ and the heart i, 
almoft as well rafted as that of a bullock.· The 

• .~ • " ,. I 

fat, when melted, affords a good quartityof oil, 
~hich b~rns VFry w~U in lamps; and their hides" 

'l!'hich are of grea~ thic~nefs, ~~re extremely ufe .. 
f~l a~out o~r rigging. The teerh, or tufks, of 
(}loft of th~m were, at this time, of a very fmall 
~ze ; even fame of the largefi and oldeft of thefe 

. ;f.1fm~Js, ~~d t~~m n9~ e~cc:eding half a foot iq 

~~llgth" 
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length. Hence we ~oncllld~d, tllat they ha<l 

lately 1h.ed their old teeth. _ 
They lie upon the ice in herds of many huny 

dreds, huddling like fwine, one over the other. 
and they roar very loud; fo that in the night, 
or when the weather was foggy, they gave us 
notice of the vicinity of the ice, before we coul~' 
difcern it. \Ve never found the whole herd fleep •. 
jng, fome of them being conftantly upon th~ 
watch. Thefe, on the approach of the boac, 
would awake thofe tbat were next to them; anq
the alarm being thus gradually communicated" 
the whole herd would prefently be awake. How., 
ever they were feldom in a hurry to get away. 
before they had been once fired at. Then they 
would fall into the fea, one over the other in the 
utmoft confufion; and, if we did not happen, at 
the firft difcharge, to kill thofe we fired ac~ we ge~ 
perally loft them, though morq!lly wounded. . 

T hey did not appear to us to be fa dangerou$' 
as fome authors have reprefented them, not evel\ 
wh~ they were attacked. They are, indeed, 
more fo, in appearance, than in reality. Vaft 
multitudes of them would follow, and come clofe 
up to the boats; but the Balli of a mufket in the 
:pan, or even the mere pointing of ope at them~ 
would fend ~hem down in a moment~ The fe
male will defend her young one to the very laft, 

'and at the expence of her own life, whether

upon ~he ice or in the wat~r! Nor will the youn~_ 
on~ 
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one quit the dam, though the fuould have be';1 
killed; fa that, if you dearoy or e, yoti a r" " -" 

of the other. The dam, when in the watt'r. 

," holds her young one between her fMC fins. ?\iIr. 
Pennant, in his Synopfis of Q:.; ,dnTt"-i" b"\'j 

given a very good defcription of this ZiliJ.TI"" dn

der th~ name of the AtClic ":'(l'rUJ. Why It fLdd 
be . called a fea-horfe, is c'Hlcll!t to determIne, 
unlers the word be a corruption of the R uilian 

"name J...£or!e; for they do not : ~ the lealt refem
ble a horfe. It is, doubtlefs, the fame animal 

that is found in the Gulph of St. Lawrence, and 
there calld a fea-cow. It is- ee r .. inly more Ilk.! 
a .cow than a horfe; but this refemblance confi[l:s 
in nothing but the fnout. ) n iliort, it is an ani

mal not unlike a fcal, 'Jut incomparahly larger. 

The length of one of them, which w"-s none of 
the largeft, was nine feet' four inches from the 

fnout to the tail; the circumference of its body 
ilt the fhoulder, was [even feet ten inches; its 

~ircumference near the hinder fins· was fi\'e feet 
fix inches, and the weight of the carcafe, with
out the head, !kin, or entrails, was eight hundred 

find fifty four pounds. The head weighed forty
Qne pounds and a half, and the tkin two hundred 

flnd five pounds • 

• ' It may not be improper to remark, that, for 
'fome days before this time, we had afteR [een 
:flocks of ducks ftying to the fouth. They were 

if two fpedes, the ore much larger than the 
. other. 
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ptger. The larger fort was of II brown colou!"$ 
and of the fmal) fort, either the duck or dra~ 
~as bJack and white, aod t,he other brow",. Some 
of our people Caid that they alCo faw geefe. Thi, 
feems t.o indicate? that t,h~r,e I]lu~ b!! land to th~ 
northward, wh.ere thefe birds, in the proper feaCon, . 
pnd ihelter for breeding, and whenc,e t~ey were 
now on their ret,lJf,t;l ~Q a \yarrper eli.mate. 

So.on arter we had got our fe!l-horfes on board, 
we were, in a manner, furrounde,d with ~he ice; 
;md had no me~ns of elearinp it~ but by fleering 
to the fauth-ward, which we did till three o'c1oc~ " 
Jhe Qext morning, with a light wd1:erly ~reeze, 

1Ind, in general, thick, foggy weather~ Pur 
foundings wer~ from twelve to fifteen fathom~. 

We then tl;lcked and flood to tre PQrtrward ti~ 
~en o'~loc~, when the wind ihifting to th~ north, 
we aood to the w~fl-fouth-weft and weft. ,4t tw~ 
~n the afternoon. we fell in with the main ice, an~ 
1>-ept along; the edge of it, being partly direded by 
the roaring of the fea-horfes, for we had a,!.1 e~
ceeding thick fog. Thus we continued f~iling' 

till near midnight, when we !?i0t in among the loof~' : 
lliecrs of ice. . ' 'I 

The wind D~ing ea~erly, and the fog v~ryt 
thick, we now· hauled to the fouthw:ug ~ anq," 
~t tell the next morning, the weather clearing up, 

we faw the American continent, extending fraql' 
fouth by eaft, to eaft by fomh; and, at noon, 

from fouth-weft half fOl;lth to eaft, the diUaI)C.: 

2{ 



l' A C I F I I; 0 etA 14';45 
of tbe neareft part being five leagues. We Were 
at prefent in the latitude of 69° 3:4' north, and i~ 

the longitude of 195° 48' eaft; and, as the main 

ice was not far from us, it is evident, that it now 

covered a part of the fea; which, a few davs be
fore, had been free from it ~ and that it extended 

farther towards the fouth, than where we !lrft fell 

in with it. 
During the afternoon we had but little wind; 

and the Mafier was Cent in a boat to obferve whe. 

ther there was any current, but he found none. 

We continued to fleer for the American land 

till eight o'clock, in order to obtain a nearer 

view of it, and to fearch for a harbour; but fet:

ing nothing that had the appearance of one, we 

again flood to the north, with a gentle wefierly 
breeze. At this time, the coafi extended from 
fouth-weft to caft, the nearefi part being at the 

diftance of four or five leagues. The fouthern 

extreme feemed to form a point, to which the 

name of Cape Liiburne was given. It is fituate 

in the latitude of 69° 5' north, and in the 101lgl

tude of 194" 42' eaft, and appeared to be tole
rably high land, even down to the fea; but 

there may be low land under it, which we might not 

then fee, being not lefs than ten leagues difh,llc 

from it. In almoft every other part, as we ad

vanced [0 the'north, we had found a low coafr, 

from which the land riCes to a moderate height.' 

'f.he coaft now before us was free from fnow, ex-
cept 
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~ept in Ohe or two places, and had a greenilh hue, 
But we could not difcern any wood upon it. 

On Saturday the nd, ~he wind was foutb~rly; 
and the we.lther for the moft part foggy, witli 
fome intervals of funlhine. At eight in the even~ 

ing, we had a calm, which continued till mid· 
night,when we heard the furge of the fea d~£b .. 
inO" aO"uinft the ice, and had many loofe piecel 

b '" 
ab 'ut liS. A light breeze now arofe at nor.ch-
eaft, and the fog being very thick,· we fleered to 
the Couth to get clear of the ice. At eight the 
next morning, the fog difperfed, and we hauled 

towards the weft; for the Commodore fi~ding 
that he could not get to the north near the coaft, 
by realon of the ice, refolved to try what cO\lI~ , 

be done at a diftance from it; and as the wind 
feemed to be fixed at north, he confidered it· as a. 
favourable opportunity. 

In our progrefs to the we!1:ward, the wat~t gra~ 
dually deepened to twenty-eight fathoms. With . 

the northerly wind the air was !harp and cold; and 
wc had fogs, ill ,!hine, fhowers of fnow and lIeet 
alternately. On the 2 6th, at ten in the morning. 
we fell in .~ith the ice. At twelve, it extendea 

from north-weil: to eaft by north, and feemed to be 
thick and compaCl: v\7e were now, by obferva
tion, in the latitude of 69° 36' north, and in the 
longitude of 184" eaft; and it now appeared that 
We had no betrer prolpeCl: of getting to the nordt 
here, than nearer the ihore. 

Yfe 
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We continued fleering to the weft, till five. in 
the afternoon, when we were, in fome degree, 
embayed by . the ice, which wa~ very clofe in the 
Ilorth-weft and north· eaft quarters, with a great 
quantity of loofe ice about the edge of the main 
body. At this time, we had balling light airs~ 

but the wind foon fettled at fouth, and increafed 
to a frenl gale, accompanied with {howers of rain. 
We got the tack aboard, and ftretched (0 the eafi. 
as this was the only direction in which the fea was 
free from ice. 

On Thurfday the 27th, at four in the morning, 
we tacked and flood (0 the wefiward, and at fevel1 
o\clock in the evening, we were clofe in with the 
edge of the ice, which lay eaft.north-eaft, and 
wefl-fouth ·weft, as far in each of thofe direB:ions 
as the eye could reach. There being but little 
wind, Captain Cook went with the boats, to e~ 
amine the ftate of the ice. He found it conliLl:
ing of loofepieces, of various extent, and \d 
c10fe together, that he could fcarcely enter the 
outer edge with a boat; and it was as impraCl.:i
cable for the !hips to enter it, as if it had been 
fo many rocks. He particularly remarked, that 
it was all pure tranfparent ice, except the upper 
fur face, which was rather porous. Ie feemed to 
be wholly compof~d of frozen fnow, and to have 
been all formed at fea. For, not (0 inllft on the 
improbability of [uch prodigi01.ls mafIes floating 

out of rivers, none of the productions of the land 
were 
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were found incorporated, Or mixed in it; wt'fcTJ 
would certainly have been the cafe, if it had beed' 
formed in rivers, either great or fmall. 

The pieces of ice that formed the oUter edg~. 
bf the main body, were from forty or fifty yarM 
in extent, to four or five ; dind the Captain judged; 
that the larger pieces reached thiny feet or more; 
under the fur face of the water. He alfo thought 
it highly improbable, that this ice could have 
been the produtl:ion of the preceding wiMet 
alone. He was rather inclined to {uppofe it td 
llave been the prod uttion of many winters. It 
was equally improbable, ill his opinion', that the 
little that now remained of the fuminer, could 
deftroy even the teith part of what now fubfifted 
of this great mafs; fdr the flin had already ex
erted upon it the full force and influence of hi!! 
rays. The fun, indeea, according to his judg~ 
rnent, contribu'cS very little towards reducing 
thefe enonnou's maffes. For though that lumi~ 
nary is above the horizon a confiderable while, 
it fe~dbm thines oOt for more than a few hours ~t 
a time, and frequently is not feen- for feverat 
fucceffive days. It is the wind; or rather the 
Waves raifed by the win'd, that brings down the 
bulk of thefe prodigiou's maffes, by grinding onC 
piece againft another, and by undermhling and 
waf11ing away thofe pans which are expofed tet 
the furge of the fea. This was manifeft. from: 
the Captain's obfervil1gj that the ullper fmfad! 

of 
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()f many pie:es had been pardy walbed away, 
w~ile the blle, or under parr, continued firm for 
ii:veral fatho~ns round that which appeared above 

"",lter, like a lhoal round a high rock. He mea
fured th~ depth of \Vater upon one, and found 

th::.t it was fifteen feet, fa that the lbips mi~ht 
have fJiled over it. If he had not mea[ured this 

depth, he wou:d h:lVe been llf1'\/illiZlg to belitve~ 
rhJt there was a fufficient weight of ice above the 
furface, to have funk the other la much below it, 

Ie may thus happen, that more Ice is leflroyed in 
one tempeftuous fealon, than is formed in feveral 
winters, and an endle1s accumulation of it is pre
vented. But dut there is conftantly a remaining 

ftore, will be acknowledged by everyone who has 
been upon the fpot. 

A thick fog, which came on while the Com

modore was thus employed with the boats, haf~ 

tened him aboard fooner than he could have 

wilbed, with one lea-horle to each filip. Our 
party haj killed many, but could nJ! wait to 

bring them off. The number of thefe :Jnimals, 
on all the ice that we had feen, is really al1oni!h

ing. \Ve fpent the. night ftanding off and on, 
amongft the drift ice, and at nine o'clock the 

next morning, the fog having in fame degree di[
perfed, boats from each of the fhips were dif

patched for fea-horfes; for our people bv this 

time began to relilh (hem, and tbole we had be

fore f~lrnilhed ourfelves with, were all conCumed. 

VOL.III.-N°'3' E < A~ 
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At noon, our latitude was 69° 17' north, oti~ 

longitude 133 \) eaft, and our depth of water wa~ 

twenty -fi\-e fathoms. At two in the afternoon; 
havillg got on board as many fea-horfes as were 
deemed fufficient, and the wind frefhening at 
fouth-fouth eail:, we hoifted in the boats; and 
freered to the fauth-wen. But being unable to 
weather the ice upon this tack, or to go througH 
it, we made a board to the rail ward, till about. 
eight o'clock, then refumed our courfe to the 
fouth-weft, and were obliged before midnight to 
tack again, on account of the ice. Not long 
after, the wind veering to the north-weft, and 
blowing a ftiff gale, we ftretched to the fouth. 
weft, clofe hauled. • 

On the 29th, in the morning, we faw the main 
ice towards the north, 'and foon after, perceived 
lan(\ bearing iouth~weft by weft. In a fhort time 
aftel (his, more land was feen, bearing weft. It 
fhewed itfclf in two hills, refembling iilands, but 
[o.)n the whole 3ppeared connetl:cd. As we made 
a nearer approach to the land, the depth of water 
decreafed very faft.. fa that, at twelve o'clock, 
wher" we tacked, we found only eight fathJms; 

'being three miles from the coaft, which extended 
from Couth 30° eaft, to north 60° weft. The lat.;. 
ter extremity terminating in a bluff point, being 
one. uf the hills mentioned before. 

The weather was now very hazy, with driz
zling rain; but, [0011 afterwards, it cleared up~ 

" parti-
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'ttllariy to the fO.mhward, weftward, and north
\,yard. This enabled us to have it t::lIerable view 
'of the coaft, which refenlbles, in every refpett, 

the oppofire eoail of America: that is, low land 
next tbe rea, with higher land farther back. It was 
totally deliitllte of wood, and even of fnow; but 
was, probably, covered with a mo[:y fubfbnce, 
that gave it a browniili hue. I n the low groll nd 
that lay between the fea and the high land, was a 
lake, extending to the [outh eaftward farcher than 

we could lee. As we ftood off, the moft weiler!y 
of the (\\'0 hills above-mentioned, came open off 
the bluff point, in a north-weft cireCl:ion. it had 
the appearance of an ifhnd, but it might per
haps be connected with the other by low land, 
though we did not fee it. And if that be t1:e 
cafe, there is a two- fold -point, with a bay be
tween them. This point, which is rocky and 

freep, received the name of Cape North. It is 
fituated nearly in t:~e latitude of 68° 561 north, 
and in the longitude of 1 r,oo 5 I' eaft. The coail: 
beyond it doubtlefs aifumes a very wefterly l~irec
tion; for we could diftern no land to the north

ward of it, though the horizon was there pretty 
clear. Wi!11ing to fee more of the coaft to the 

tveftward, we tacked ag~in, at two in the after~ 
noon, thinking we iliould be able to weather Cape 

North; but finding we could not, the wind 
frelhening, a thick fog arifing, with much [now; 

and being apprehenfive of the ice coming down 
E 2. l1pon 
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llpon US, the Commodore relinquifhed the ddign 

he had formed of plying to tLe weil:ward, and 

again {tood off Ihore. 
The feafon was now fo far advanced, and the 

time when the hoft generally fets in was fo near, 

that Captain Cook did not think it conliftent with 

prudence, ro make any farther attempts to difco

ver a pafIlge into the Atlantic Ocean this year, in 
any direEtion, fo fmali Wd' the probability of (uc

cefs. His attention wa' now direch:d to the [earch 
of fome place, where we might recruit our wood 

and water; and the objeCt that principally occu. 
pied his thoughts' was, how he fhould pars the 

winter, fo as to make fome improvements in na
vigation and geography, and, at the fame time, 
be in a condition to return to the northward the 

enfuing fummer, to profecme his fearch of a paC
fage into the Atlantic. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. X. 

r'e Ships procad along the Coa) of Afia-Burney's 
ljland-Cape ::'erd'Ze Kamen-Pajs the EofJ Cape 

of ,1li.:-D((criptlon -of it-Bay of St. Lawrence 

-7.L'o iltbcr Bays-Biering's Cape TJchukotjkoi

S:etr j{)r the Coa) ~f America-Cape Dar[,y
Bald-l-1t'ad-Cct,:cil1 Cook lands in fearch of 

If/'bod ai1J Water-Cape Dmbigh-Some of the 
l\"ati~'fs come off 10 us-Brflorough Jj1and

C.1pt.,i"1 CG~k's Interview 11ith a particular 
};;mi/),- J,lr. King's Interview with the fame 

£iilli)-S;tjJflies of IVood and Water-il1r King 

-fint to exC/mine the Coaji-Vijits fram the Na

th'es-Their Huts-Produce of the Cauldry--
_~!r. King's Rcport---Nortoll's Scund ---Lunar Ob

jervations. 

H A VI N G ibod off till our foundings were 
eighteen fathoms, we made fale to the eaft

ward, along the coafi, which, we were now pretty 
well convinced, could only be the continent of 
.Afia. The wind blowing frelb, and there being, 
at the fame tIme, a thick mifi, and a very heavy 
fall of fnow, it was reguifite that we Ibould pro
ceed with particular caution: we therefore brought 
to, for a few hours, in the night. Early the next 
morning, which, was the 30th of Augull. we 
fteered fuch a courfe as we judged mo1l1ikely to 

E 3 brina 
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bring us in with the hnd, being guided, in ~ 

great meafure, by the land; for the weather wa~ 
extremely thick and gloomy, with incdTdnt 
fhowers of fnow. At ten o'clock we obtained a 

fight of the coaft, which was at the diftance of 
fcur miles, b,:::ring fouth-weft. Soon afterwards, 

our depth of water having deCl:eafed to fev~ll 

fathoms, we haClled off. A very low point now 
bore fouth-iomh-wd1:, diflant two or three miles; 
to the eaftward or' \';i:ich there feemed to be a 

narrolV channel, that led into rome W;i:cer which 

~ve faw over the pain. It is not i.'lprobable" 
that the lake above-mentiont:d communicates here: 
with the [ea. 

A b~·ut twelve o'clocl{, the mift difperfing, we. , 
IBd " view of the ccdt, which extended from' 
fauth-taft to north~weft by weft. Some parts of 
it were apC'Jrenrly il igher than others; but th~ 
greaten: p:Ht of it was rath~r low, with high land 

hrther up the country. It was almoft entirely 
~o',ered with [now, which had fallen very lately. 
\V c r Jn~.td JLob the coall, at the diftance o~' 
about t\\0 le.\gues, till ten o'clock in the evening, 
""hen we hauled off; but re[umed our courfe, 
carlyon the following morning, when we had 
an din view ot the coatt, ext- ndinO' from weft t() 

D 1 

fouth-e . .dl by louth. At eight o'clock, the eafter~ 
lM'[ Lore C)',h, and was found to be an iOand~ 
~v;iicll, at tweive, w~s four or five miles di!l:ant~ 
bt1rir;::, j'Ju,L-wdt half fouth. It is of a mode-
"!..-' ~, • 

rato '. . 
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rate height, between four and five miles In cIr
cumference, with a H:eep rocky coaft. 1c is 
firuate in the htitude or 67° 45' nOlt:1, about 
three leagues from the continent; and is di:tln
guiihed in the chart by the appellation of Bur
nt"y's l11and. The inland country, about this 

part, abounds with hills, fame of which are of 
conliderable elevaticn. The land in general was 
covered with fnow, except a few fpots on the 
coaft, which ftill continued to be low, but fome
what le[s fa than farther towards the well:. 

During the two prect"ding days, the mean 
height of the mercury in the thermometer had 
been frequently below the freezing point, and, 
in general, very little above it; infumuch that 
the water, in the veffeJs upon deck, was often 
covered with a theet of ice. We continued to 
fleer fouth-fouth-eail, almofi in the din:Cl-ion of 
the coaft, till five o'clock in the afternoon, when 
we faw land bearing fouth 50° eaft, which proved 
to ~e a continuation of the coafi. We hault"d up 
for it without delay ; and at ten in the evening, 
being a-breaft of the eafiern land, and doubtful 
of weathering it, we tacked, and made a board 
towards the weft, till after one o'clock the next 
morning, (Tuefday, the dt of September), when 
we again made fail to .he eaft. The wind was 

now very unfettled, con~inua]Jy varying from 
north to north-eaft. Between eight and nine, 

~~e eaftern extremity of the land was at the dir-
E 4 tance 
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tanee of fix or [even miles, bearing [outh by C:li!. 
A head-land appeared, at the fame time, bearil1~ 
eaft by fouth, half fouth; and, not long after; 

we could difcern the whole coaft that lay be· 
tween them, and a little iiland at rome Gilhr.c~ 

from it. 
The coaft now in fight feemed to form fever~l 

rocky points, that wert conneCted by a low fuore, 
without any appearance of an harbour. At a dif

tanee trom the fea many hills prefented them~ 
[elves to our view, the higheft of which were in

vol\'ed in fnow: in otha refpeds, the whole 
country had a naked afpeCt. At feven o'clock 

in the evening, two points of land, beyond the 

eaftern head, opened efT' it in the direttion of 

fourh 17° eaft. 
C, pain Cook was now convinced of what he . 

had bt!()re i 1ll3gincd, that this was the country of 

t'le ] [chudki, or the north·eaftern coaft of 

Afia; and that Btcring had proceeded thus far in 

the year 1728; that is, to this head, which, ac

cording to Muller, is denominated &rd'1.e Kamen, 
on account of a rock upon it,' that is of the figure 
of a heart. There are, indeed, many high rocks 

on this cape, [orne one or other of which may 

perhaps be !baped like a heart. It is a promontory 

I ~f tolerable height, with a fteep rocky cliff front
Ing the fea. Its i~ti[Ude is 67° 3' north, and its 

longitude ,88 0 I I' eaft. To the eaft of it the 

~oafi is elavated a~d cold; but, to the w~ft, i~ 
is 
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is 10 IV, and extends north-weft by we(l-, and 

north-nonh-weft; and it is ne3rly of the fimc 

direction all the way to Cape North. The depth 

of water is ever'y where the fame at an equal dif

tance from the iliore; and this is likewife the c::lc 

on the oppofitc coaft of America. The gre1t~ft 

depth we met with, as we ranged alo:1g it, was 

twenty-three fathoms. During the night, (Of in 

thick foggy weather, the fOllndings are no bad 

guide to thofe who fail along either of thefe 

coafts. 
On the 2d of September, at eight in the morn~ 

ing, the moft advanced land to the fouth ealt

ward, bore fouth 25" eaft; and, from this par

ticular point of view, h;ld an infular appearance. 

But the thick {bowers of fIlOW, that fdl in q. :ck. 
fucceffion, and fettled on the land, concealed 

from our fight, at this time, a great part of the 

coaft. In a iliort time after, the fun, which we 

had not feen for near five days, l:>ruke out dur
ing the intervals between the fho-.vers, by whIch 

means the coalt was, in fome degree, freed f; om 
the fog; fo that we obtained a fight of ir, alU 
found that the whole was connechd. The \I i!ci 

was ftill northerly, the air was cold, and the mer

cury in the thermometer did not rife above 35°, 
and was fometimes not higher than 30"'. At 

twelve o'clock our latitude was 66° 37' north; 

Cape Serdze Kamen was twelve or thirteen leagues 

~fl}:ant? bearing north 52° weft; the moft fouth-
erly 
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~rly point of land that we had in our fight, bor9 
fouth, 410 eail:; our foundings were twenty-tw~ 

fathoms; and the diil:ance of the neareil: part of 
the Ihare was about two leagues. 

The weather was now fair and bright; and, as, 
we were ranging along the coail:, we faw feveral 
of the natives, and fome of their dwelling-places~ 
which had the appearance of hillocks of earth~ 
In the courfi:: of the evening we pafTed the Eaftern 
Cape, or the point before-mentioned; from which 
the coaft trends to the fouth-weil:ward. This is 

~ . . 

the fame point of land that we had pafTed on the 
I lth of the preceding month. Thofe who gave 
credit to Mr. Stcehlin's map, then fuppofed it to 
be the eaftern point of hi~ ifland Alafchka; but 
we were, by this time, convinced, that it is no, ' 
other than the eaftern promontory of Afia; and, 
perhaps, it is the proper Tfchukotfkoi Nols~ 
though the promontory, which received that name 
from Beering, is fituated further towards the; 
fouth-welt. 

Muller, in his map of the difcoveries of the 
Ruffians, places Tfchl,lkotfkoi Nofs nearly in 
the latitude of 75 0 north, and extends it fome. 
what to the eaftward of this cape. But Captain 
Cook was of opinion, that he had no good' 
authority for fo doing. Indeed his own, or rather 
Delhneff's, account of the diil:ance between the 
river Anadir and the Nofs, cannot well be reco~· 
ciled with fo northerly a pofition. For he fays, 

~hat, 
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that? with the moll: favourable wind, a p~rfon 
nlly go by rea from the Nols to rhe flI'er Ana{lir 

in three whole dlYS, and that the journey L'y land, 
is very little longer. But Captalll Cook, having 
hopes of viiitlng thtl;: p.ms again, dderrcd the 

d;[cufIion of this point to another opportunity. 

In the mean time, however, he concluded, as 
Beering had done before him, that thi, \\:1' : he 

eafternmoll: point cf all Afia. It is a pr--Ilinfula of 
conllderable elc:vatlOn; jOined to the cont;llen" :)y 
a very low and apparently naw:'; ifthmus. It 
has, next the rea, .; iteep ;'ocky r liff; and off the 

very point are feveral rocks rde:nbling fpires. It 
frands in the longitude of 1900 22' eaft. and in 

the latitude of 66° 6' north; and is thirteen 
leagues di11ant, ir :he ::ifc-di(>.i of north 53° welt. 

from Cape Princ~ of Wales, on the C03ft of 

America. The land abo,~: ,11:5 promontory con

flfts ot val lies and hills. The former terminate at 

the fea in low thores, and the latter in fteep rocky 

points. The hills appeared like naked rocks; 

but the vallie5, though deftitute of tree or nUl/b. 
)Vere of a greenifh hue. 

After we had paffed the Cape, we fteered f)uth-_ 

~eft half weft tolVards the northern poine of Sr. 
Lawrence's Bay, in which our fhips had anchor

~d on the loth of Auguft. vVe reached it by 
eight o'clock the following morning, and faw 

fome of the natives at the place where we had be

t~r~ feen them, as well as oth~rs on the oppolite 
. fid~ 
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fide of the bay. Not one of them, however~ 
came off to us; which was rather remarkable, as 

the weather was fufficiently favourable, and as 
thofe whom we had lately viii ted had no reafol'\ 

to be difpJeafed with us. Thefe people are cer· 

tainly the Tfchlltfki, whom the Ruffians had 
not hitherto fubdued; though it is manifdl: that 

they mull carryon a traffic with the htter, either 

directly, or by the interpofition of fome neigh
bouring nation; as their being in po{feffion of the 
[pontoons we faw among them, cannot othen\ ife 

be accol,1nred for. 
The Bay of St. Lawrence'" is, at the entrance, 

fit leall five leaglles in breadtb, and aboLlt four 
leagues deep, growing narrower towards the bot
tom, where it feemed to be pretty well' fneltered 
from the fea winds, provided there is a com

petent deptb of water for {hips. The Commodore 
did not wait to examine it, tho\lgh he was ex
tremely defirous of finding a convenient harbour 
in tbofe partS, to which hI! might ref!ilrt in the 
fucceeding ipring. Bu t he wifhed to meet with 
one \vhere wood might be obtained; and h~ 
knew that none could be found here. From th~ 
fouthern point of this bay, which is filuated in 

'" Captain Cook called it by this name, from his having 
anchored i,l it on the Joth of Auguil:, which is St. Law
rence's Day. It is worthy of remark, that Beering failed by 

this very place 011 Auguil: 10, 1728; for which reafon, he 
denominated the neighbourillg Wand after the fame faint. 

. th6 
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.the latitude of 65 0 30' north, the coafls trends 

""eil: by fouth for the fpace of about nine leagues, 
. and there teems to form a deep bay or river; or 

eire the bnd in that part is fa low that we could 

not difcern ie-. 
III the afternoon, about one o'clock, we faw 

what was firfl fuppofed to be a rock; but it was 
found to Le a dead whale, which fome Afiatics 

had killed, and were then towing afhore. They 

feemed to endeavour to conceal themfelves be

hind the fi111, in order to avoid being feen by us. 
This, how(,ver, was unneceffary, for we pro

ceeded on our courfe without taking notice of 

them. On the 4th, at break of day, we hauled 

to the north-weflward, for the purport: of gaining 
a nearer view of the inlet feen the day before; 
but the wind, not long after, veering to that 

direCtion, the defign was abandoned; and, fleer
ing towards the fouth along the coafl, \~'e paffed 

two bays, each about fix !TIi!es deep. The moll: 

northerly one is fituate before a hill, which is 

rounder than any other we had obferved upon the 

coail:. There is an iiland lying before the other 

bay. It is a matter of doubt whether there is a 

fufficient depth of water for fhips in either of thefe 

bays, as, when we edged in for the fhore, we 

confiantly met with fuoal water. This pare of 

the country is extremely naked and hilly. In 

feveral places on the lower grounds, next the fea, 

were the habitations of the natives, near all of 
which 
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which were eretted fiages of bones, like thore 
before-mentioned. This day, at noon, our lati. 

tude was 640 38' north, 'and ollr longitude 18S~ 
IS' eaft; the nt:areft part of the {hare was at the 

diftance of three or four leagues; and the moil 

fOllthern point of the continent in fight bore 

famb 48° wt:fi. 
The wind, by thi, time, had veered to the 

north, and blew a light breeze: the weather was 
dear, and the air fuarp. The Commodore did 
not think proper to follow the direclion of the 
co aft, as he perceived that it inclined wefiward 
towards the gulph of Anadir, into which he had 

no motive for goihg. He therefore fleered a 
fourhedy cDurfe, that he might have a fight of 
the iile of St. Lawrence, which had been die. 
covered by Beering. This ifland was quickly 
feen by us; and, at eight in tbe evening, it bon; 
fouth 20° taft, fuppofed to be at the diftance of 
eleven leagues; The moft foutherly point of the 

main land was ... at that time, twel~e leagues dif. 
tant, bearing fouth 83° weft. Captain Cook COI1~ 
jeCtllred, that this was the point which is called 

by Beering the eaftern point of Slichotfki, or 
Cape TiChukotfkoi; an appellation which he 
gave it with fome propriet)" becaufe the natives 
who faid they were of the nation of the T[chll~ 
ikl. came off to 'lim frorn this part of the 
C03!t. Its latitude is 64<) J 3' north, and its 
longicude 186Q 36' eaft. 
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The more the Captain was convinc~d of his 
being at prefent upon the Afiatic coaCt, 'the more 
he was at a lofs to reconcile his obfervations with 

Mr. St:.:ehlin's map of the New Northern Archi
pelago; and he could find no other method of 

accounting for fo important a difference, than by 
fuppofing that he had miCtaken fome part of what 
Mr. St:.ehlin denominates the ifland of Alafchka 
for the continent of America, and had miffed the 
channel by which they are feparated. But even 
on that fuppofition there would fiill have been :it 

confider able variation. The Captain confidered 

it as an affair of fome confequence to clear up this 
point during the prefent feafon, that he \ might 
have only -one objed in view in the following one;. 
And as thefe northerly iflands were [aid to abound 
with wood, he had fome hopes, if he !bould find 
them, of procuring a competent fupply of that 
article, of which we began to fiand in great need. 
'Vith this view he fleered over fl'r the coafi of 

~- America; and the neXt day, about five o'clock 

in the afternoon, land was {een beariilg fouth 
three quarters eafi, which we imagined was An
derfon's Iiland, or fome other land Ilear it. Ori 

Sunday the 6th, at four in the morning, we had 
a fight of tbe American coaCt, Ilear Sledge Iilalld ; 
and, at fix in the evening of the fame day, that 
ifland was at the difiance of about ten leagues. 
bearing north 6 (J eafl, and, the mofl eaflerl y land 

in view bore north 49° eail. If allY part of what 
~aptain 
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Captain Cook had conjeCtured to be the coall: of 
the A rr.erican continent, could pofiibly be the! 
illand of Alafcka, it was that no\v in fight; In 
which cale he muft have miffed the channel be
tweeil it and the main land, by ftetring towards 
the well:, inftead .of the taft, after he had firft 
falle;": in with it. He was, therefore, at no ]0[5 

where to go, for the purpole of clt'aring up tht'f<: 
doubts. 

On the 7th, at eight o'clock in the evening; 

we had made a near apprl ach to the land.. Sledge 
Ifland bore north b5.) weft, about eight leagues 

diibnt; ana the edftern part of the coaft bore north 
70° e;.il, with elevated land in the direCtion of 

eaft by north. At thIS time we percf'ived a light 
on iliore::; and tWO canoes, with people in them1 
cam.e off tOwards us. We brought ro, in order. 
to give them time to approach; but they reufted 
all our tokens of amity, and kept at the dift.ance 

, of a quarter or' a mile. \Ve tberefore left them; 

and proceeded along the coaft. The next morn- . 
ir.g. at one o'clock, obierving that the water 
fhouled pretty f3ft, we anchored in ten fathoms, 

and remained in that fituation till day-light came 
on. 'Ve then wei~,hed, and pUrflJed our cour[e 
along the coaft, which trended eaft, and eaPe half 

fouth. At feven o'clock in the evening we were 
abreafl: of a point, uruated in the longitude of 

197° eaft , and in the latitude of 64° 21' north; 
beyond which the coaft atTumes a more northerly 

direction. 
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c,i~l"ai(}n. At eight this point; which received 
ti'e' :ti'pel!alion of Cape iLrby. bore foutn 6.1.~ 
welt; the Irc/l: n')1 them land we had in view, 
l)or~' notth 32° taf!:; anJ t!.e dil1<ince of the near· 
tit pan "t the 1110re was one league. In this 
Ii ~1. :un I'. e let go our anchors in thirteen fathoms, 
(;'1':)' a muddy oottom, 

nn the 9th, .. t bre .. k-of day, we weighed, and 
m.lde Lil along the (Oan. We now faw bnd, 
v;hich \H: fLippol't-d £0 be two ii1ands; the one 
bt':mng eaft, the other {outh 70° eall:. Not long 
:ltterwards, we found O\lrfelves near a coaft cover
('L~ with wood; a pleating il~:ht, to wh:ch we had 
nor bten lard y accuftomed. As we ad ":ll1ced 
nonhward, land was feen in the direCtion of 
r,.~ If) ealt, half n:lrth, which proved a COI:t:n'JJ.

~ion or' [he coalt upon whidl we no's were: we 
likewife perceived high h;~d over the il1ands, ap
parrmly, at a confiderabJe (Ml:ance beyonu them. 
Tim was im.Jgined to be the continent, a:~,j the 

other land the Ine of Alakhka; but ic was already 
a marter of doubt, whether we {hOllld difcover a 
paifage between them, tor the water gr,:dudfy 
ihoaled~ as we proceeded further towards the 

north. In coniequcnce of this, two boats were 
dilpatched a-head to found; and the COlJ1modore 
ordered the Dikovery, as {he drew the leafi wa
ter, to lead, keeping nearly in the middle ch .. n. 
lie!, between the coaft. and 'the moil: northerly 

iiland. In this manner we continued our courfc\ 
VOL,_III,---N 0 13- F till 
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till three o'clock in the afternoon, when, haviilg 
paffed the Wand, our foundings did not exceed, 
three fathoms and a.half, and the Refolution onc~ 
brought up the mud from the bottom •. In nO 

part of the channel could a greater depth of W3> 

ttr be found, though we had founded it from one 
fide to the other; we therefore deemed it high 
time to return. 

At this time, a head-land on the weftern fuore; 
to which the name of Bald-head was given, was, 
about one league diftant, bearing north by weft. 
The coaft extended beyond it as far as north-eaft by 
north, where it appeared to terminate in a point; 
behind which, the coaft of the high land, that 
was feen over the il1ands, ftretched itfelf. The 
:!hare on the wefiern fide of Bald-head, forms a 
bay, in the bottom of which is a beach, when! 
We perceived many huts of the natives. 

\Ve continued to ply back during the whole 
night; and, by day- ureak on the loth, had deep
ened our water fix fathol11s. At nine o'clock; 
when we were about three miles from the weft 
ihore, Captain Cook, accompanied by Mr. King; 
Went with two boats, in fearch of wood and wa~ 
ter. They landed in, that part, where the cDaft 
projects into a bluff head, compofed of perpen. 
dicular firala of a dark-blue rock, intermixed 
with glimmer and quartz. Adjoining to tbe 
beach is a narrow border of land, which 'was at 
this time covered with long grafs, and where they 

obferved 
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oh[~rvd f(}:ne angelica. The ground, beyond this~ 

rJcs with fome. abrnptnels; tow::rd3 the top of 

this elevation, they fOlllld a bCJth, that ::boul'cul 

with berries of various kinds: further onward the 
conr.try was f:lthr level, and thinly covered with 

fm.lll fpruce-tlces, birch, and willows. Tbey 
faw the tracks of faxes and deer UPO;1 the heach i 

in many parts of which, there was a grelt alJUu

dance of drift-\vood ~ there was alia no \',':. ,l'. of 

ffelli· water. 

Our gtntlemen and their 3.ttcn:i]n:/, hJving re

turned on board, the Commodore had thoubI:c~ 

of bringing the !hips to an anchor here; but the 

wind then fuift;ng to north-eaft, and blowing ra

ther all this !hore, he firetched oVl:r to the OPP04 
fite ont', expeaing to find wood t!J,:rr: Ijke,if~'. 

At eight in the evenin~, we anehored nUi' the 

fouthern end of the mot'! northedy ii1alld, for fueh. 

we then imagined it to be. The next morning, 

Aowever. we fo.uod that it was a peninfula, cou

JJected with the continent by a low ifthmns, on 

each fide of which, a bay ;s formed by the coaft, 

'\\~ e plied into. the fouthemmoft of thefe bays, :l!1d 

call anchor again. about twelve o'clock, ill fjye 
fathoms water, over a muddy bottom; tht point 

of the peninfula, to which the appellation of Cape 

Denbigh was given, being' one leagu.e difhnt, ill 

the direCtion of north 68<' weft. 

We obferveq on the peninfnll, feveral of the na
tives. al1d one of them came off in a. [maH canoe., 

F :.\ 
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Captain Cook gave this man a Imife and lome 
beads, with which he appeared to be well pl~aled; 
wt malic figns to him to bring us fome provifions, 

upon which Ile inP(antly quitted us, and paddled 

towards the ihore. Happenmg to meet another 
man coming off, who had two dried falmons, he 
got them from him; and when he returned to 
our Ihip, he refuf,d to give them to any body 
except Captain Cook. Some of ollr people fan

cied, that he afktd for him under the name of 
Capitlline; but, in this, they were perhaps mif· , 

taken. Others of the inhabitants came ofr" foon 
afterwards, and gave us a few dried fiih, in ex

change for fuch trifles as we hJd to barter with 

them. They ihewed no dillike for tobacco, but 
they were moil ddirous of knives. 

In the afternoon, NIr. Gore was difpatched to 
the peninfllb, to procure wood and water; of 

the former of which articles, we obferved great 

plenty upon the beach. At the fame time, a 
bo.lt from each of the ihlps was fent to found 
round the hay; and at three o'clock, the wind 

freihening at north-eaft, we weighed anchor, and 
endeavoured to work further in. But that was 

quickly found to be' impracticable, by reafon of 
the ilioals, which extended entirely round the 
bay, to the diftance of upwards of two miles from 

the 11lOre; as the officers, who had been fent out 
for the purpofe of founding, reported. We 
therefore frood off and on with the ihips, waiting 

for 
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for Lieutenant Gore, who returned about eight 
o'clock in the evening, with the launch loaded 

with wood. He informed the Commodore, that 
lIe had found bur linlc frefll water, and thlt the 
woou could not be proctlied without difficulty, 

on account of the boaes grounding at fame dlf
tanee from the beach. As this was the cafe, we 

ftood back to the other fllOre; and the next morn

ing, at eight, ail the boats, and a detachment of 

men, \vilh an officer, were fent to get wood from 

the pi ace where C~p'<lin Cook had landed on the 

teth. 
After having continued, for fame time, to ftand 

off and on with the fhips, we at length caft an. 

chor in !efs than five fathoms, at the diftance of 
half a league from the coaft, whole fouthern poim 

bore lauth 26 0 weft. Cape Denbigh was about 

twenty-fix miles diftanr, bearing fouth 720 eall; 

Bald-head was nine leagues off, in the direCl:ion 
of nonh 60° eaft; and the i!land near the eaftern 
fhore, louth of Cape D~nbigh, named by Cap

tain Cook, Bdborough Ifl.md, was fifteen leagues 

. diftant, bearing lomh 52° ealt. 

Tb,is being a very open road, and therefore 

not a (eeme ftation for the fhips, the Commodore 

rdolved not to wait till our ftock. of water was 

completed, as, that would take up fame time; 

but ollly to furnifh both fhips with wood, and 

afterwards to feek a more commodious place for 

the former arricle. OUf people carried off the 

F 3 drift-
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<'lrift-wood that lay on the b"acb, and performea 
that UUflllt:[S ,i:h great c·xpedilion; for, as the 

wind blew along the fume, the boats were ena
bled to fail both h'J.\,. In i he atternOl)11 C,.plain 

C(~ok wellt on fume, and ' Ilk. a w;)lk into the 

count y; \,!~1ich, in thofe I 2~;S wh re tht::re was 

no wOlJd, abounded v. ith hea'th, <lnd other plants;, 
{everal of which ha,ci' plenty of berries, all ripe. 

Scarce a lingle plant was in flower The under
wood, fuch as birch, alders, and willows, oeca

£o'1t:d walki"i; to be very troublefome among the 

trees, which were all {prucC', al~d none of \Vh'en 
exceeded [even or eight inches in diameter; but 
folne were obferved Iymg on the beach, that 

were above twice that fize. All the drift-wood 

that we faw in tl;efe northern parts was fir_ 

The fu!lo.ing day_ whch lVas Sund:lY the 13th, 

a family of the na' i';e~ came near the fpot where 
our people ·.vere occupied in taking off wood. 

The Capnil1 la'\' on~y the hufuand and wife, and 
their chil·l, tdid,s a fourth perfnn, who was the 

moil: deformed clipple he had ever feen. The 

huiband was near! y blind, and neither he, nor, 

his wife, were-fuch well-looking people as many 

of tbor" ,·hom we had met with on this coail:. 

B<)th ()f them had their lower lips perforate,d; 
and they "ere in potTeffion of fome glafs-beads" 

refc'mbling rt-)fc we had feen before among their. 

neigh bour,. 1 ron was the article that pleafe4. 

them moil:. For four knives which had been 

formed 
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formed out of an old iron-hoop, the Captain ob .. 
qined from them near four hundred pounds 
\\eight of £lfh, that had been lately caught by 
fhcm. Some of thde were trout, and others 
were, with refpeCt to fize and tafte, fomew hat be .. 
tween a herring and a mullet. The Captain 
gave a few beads to the chil.d, who was a female it 

upon which the mother immediately burft into 
tears, then the father, next after him the cripple, 
and at laft, to add the finiihing ftroke to the can .. 

Cerr, the child herfelf. This mulic, however~ 

was not of long duration. 
Mr: King had, on the preceding day, been 

in company with the fame family. His account 
of this interview is to the following purport: 
While he attended the wooding pany, a canoe~ 
fjlled with natives, approached, out of which an 

elderly man and woman (the hufband and wife 
q90ve memioneq) came a/hore. Mr. King pre.., 
fented a fil1all knife to the woman~ and promifcQ 
to give her a much larger one in exchange for 

fame £lIh. She made figns· to him to follow 
her. Afler he had proceeded with them about a, 
mile, the man fell down as he was croiling a ftony 
beach, and happened to cut hili foot very much~ 
This occafiontd Mr. King to flop; upon which 
the woman pointed to her hufband's eyes, which 
were covered with a thick, whitifh film. He af .. 
~erwards kept c10fe to his wife, who took care 
to llPpri;:e him of tlw obflacles in his way. Th~ 

F '1: womall 
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woman had a child on her Lack, wrapped up in 

, the hood of her jacket. Afrer walking about 
two miles. they arrivc-d at an open ikin-boat, 

which was turned on one fide, the convex pan 
tow::;rds the wind, and was made to ftn.-" for the 

habitation of this family. M:. King now per
formed a rem3:-lcJ.b'e oper::niol1 on thc man's eyes. 

He waS firft ddircd to hold his bre;;th, tben to 

breathe on the dil1emre:ed eyt's, and afterwards 

to [pit on th~m. The woman then took both the 

hands of Mr. King, and prcfIing thcm to [he 

man's ftomach, held them there for {il!11e timet 

while ihe recounted rome melancholy hiftory reo 
{petting her family; fometimes pointing to her 

hufbwd, [,Jmetimes to her child, and at other 

times to the cripple, who was related to her. 
[v';,. King p:Jrchafed all the fifu they had, which 

confitled of excellent [almon, [almon-trout, and 

mullet. Thefe fith were faithfully ddivered to 
the perf Oil he fent for them. 

The womJn was 1hort and [quat, and her vifage 

was plump and round. She wore a jacket made 

of teer !kin, with a large hood, and had on a 

pair of wide boots. Sbe was punttured from the 

lip to the chin. Her hufband was well madt", 

and about, five feet two inches in height. His 

hair was black and fh'M, and be had but little 

beard. His complexion was of a ligbt copper 

cafl:. He had two holt:s in his lower lip. in 

which, however, he had no ornaments. The 

teeth 
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teeth of botn of them were black, and appeared 

as if they haJ b~'en like! do.\'o level with the 

gums. 
Before n:p;hr, on th~ r 3th, we had amply fur

nilhet! the (hillS \Vith wooJ, and had conveyed OIl 

bo:trd about a dot-en tons of water to each. On 
{he I t/h a I',!rty was detached on thore to CUt 

brooms, and like wife the branches of fpruce-trees 

for brewing beer. Abom twelve o'clock all our 

people were taken on board, for the wind frefhen
ing had raifed ~o heavy a furf on the beach, that 
our boats could not continue to land without 
extreme difficulty and danger. 

As doubts were !till ei\tertained whether the 

eoafi, upon which we now were, belonged to an 

Wand, or to the continent of America, lieute

!lant King was difpatched by the Commodore, 

with two boats, well manned and armed, to make 

{uch a fearch as might tend to remove all differ

ence of opinion on the fubje&. He was in

frruB:ed to proceed towards the north as far as 

the extreme point feen on \Vednefday the 9th, or 
a little further, if he fhoulJ find it neceffil ry; to 

land there, and, from the heights. endeavour to 

difcover whether the land he was then upon, 

imagined to be the ifland of Alafchka, was really 
an ifland, or was conneCted with the hnd to the ' 

eaftward, fuppofed to be the American conti

nent. If it proved to be an ifland, he was to 

examine the depth of water in the channel be-
tween 
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tween it and the continent, and which way tho 
fto Ai-tide ca,ne: but, It he Ihould find the tWQ 
lands lInncJ, he was w rc::llIrn immediately to the 
flliP He Wd.S u:lei:tcd not to belbfcnt longer 
than rour v! fiv::: days; and it was aHo mentioned 
irl hIS :nitruEhons, th.,t, If any umurtfeen or un
avoidaule aCL.Jem ilioLlJd turn' our f:llpS off the 
coalt, the renCLZVOUS was to be: at the harbour 
of Saml!-ano,Juha. 

On 1 udd .• y tl1e 15 h, the fhlps removed over 
to the bay on the iuuth-e.lllnn mie ot Cape Den. 

bigh, where we caIl anchor III the afternoon'
i 

Not long after, it-veral of the Inhabitants came 
off in lal'~es, and t Vl us tome dried falmon in 

exchd'st for trifling altl~lts. Early the next 
morn:nl, nine men, each in a feparate canoe, 
paid us a v'ut, with rhe fole view of gratifying 
thw cunuliLj', They approached the !hlp with 
c.lutlon, and dr~wing up abrcall: of each other, 

\.HIder our llnn. tal'om: d t:s wieh a fonO" , II·hile 
b' 

one of their nu::;o:::r made many JudicIOus mo. 
ti ,ns witl1 his hands and budy, and another beat 
upon ~ fort of drJG1, There was nothing javage~ 
tither in the Lng, or the gdl:ures wi~h which it 

was ~ccompanied, Thert feemed to be no dif

ft:rence, either with refpect to lize or features~ 
between [hefe people, and thofe whom _ we had, 

ften on every other part of the coaIl, except King 

George's Sound. Their drefs, ., hich chiefly 

~oufiIled ot the !kins of deer, was maqe aft~r 

thlt 
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the fame 'mode; and tbey had adopted the pra~ice 

'Qf vrforating their lower lips, and affixing Onl:l.

ments to tRe l11. 

The habitations of thefe Americans were {jtll
:ated dofe to the beach. They cOllii11: merely 
of a flo-ping roof, without any fide-walls, fann
ed ot logs, and covered with earth and grafs. Tht: 
aoor is l;kewife laid with logs. The entrance is 

at one end, and the fire-place is jufi: within it. A 
fmaU hole is made near the door of the hur, for 

t:le purpole of letting out the fmoke. 
A party of men was difpatched, this morning, t() 

the penineula for brooms and fpruce. Half the re
mainder of th.e people of both {hips were, at the 
(.ame time, permitted to go a010re and gather ber

ries. Thefe returned on board about twelve o'clock, 
,and the other half then landed for the fame purpofe. 

'The berries fou:1d here were hurtle-berries, heath
: berries~ partridge-berries, and wild currant-ber-

ries. Captain Cook alfo went a!hore himfdf, and 
;toOk a walk over part of the peninfuia. He met 

with very good grafs in fevera! places, and fcarce

If obferved a fingle filot on which fome vege
table was not growing. The low land by which 
this peninfula is united to the continent, abounds 
with ,narrow creeks, and likewife with ponds of 
water, feveral of which were at this time frozen 

,over. There were numbers of bufrards and gee[e, 

~.bLlt.they were fo fuy, that it was impoffible to 

get within mufquec-1hor of them. Some fnipes 
were 
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were alfo feen; and, on the higher grounds, were 
partridges of two fpecics; where there was wood; 
mufqnitoes were numerous. Some of the of. 
ficert, who went further into the country than 
Captain Cook did, met wid1 fome ot [he na
tives of bOlh f,xes, who treated them wilh ci· 
vili[y and kindneis. 

The C0:11modore was of opinion, [hat this Fe. 
ninfllia had been an ifbnd in fome dilbnt period; 
for thtre were marks of [he fea having formerly 
flowed Over the ifthmus; and tven at prefenr, it 
appeared to be kept Ollt by a bank of fanel, nones, 
and wood, which thl:! waves had thrown up. It 
was manife!1 from this bank, that [he land here 
encroached upon the fea, and it was not diHiculr:" 
to trace its gradual formation. 

Litlltenant King returned from his expedition 
about [even o'clock this evening. He had fet 
out at eight o'clock at night, on the L+th. The 
crews ot [he boars rowed without inttrmiffion 
towards the land, till one in the morninll" of the 

,0 

15th . They then jet their fails, and ftwd acrefs 
the bay, which the co aft forms to the wefiward'. 
af B.lld-Ht:ad. They afterwards, about three 
o'clock, again made u[e of their oars, and, by two in 
the afternoon, had gOt within two miles of Bald~ " 
Head, under the lee of the high land. At that 
time all the men in the boat belon" in!)" to the 

b b 

ReJolution, except two, were fo opprdfed with 
Ll~l",tle and ileep, that Mr. King's utmoft endea-

vours 
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vours to make them put on were perfea!), inef

feCtual. They, at kng[h, wne fo fa.r exhaulled. 
as to drop their oars, and fall al;~(:'p at the bot

tom of the boat. In confequence of this, Mr. 

King, and two gentlemen who were with him, 
were obliged to lay hold of the oars; and they 

landed, a little after three odock, between Bald

Head and a point that projects to the eafl:ward. 

Mr. King, upon his landing, afcended the 

heights, from which he could fee the two coalls 

join, and that the inlet terminated in a fm.:ll 

creek or river, before 1\ hich there were banks of 
fand or mud, and in every part fhoal water. The 

land, for fome difl:ance towards the norch, was 

10 iV and fwampy ; then it rofe in hills; and the 

perfeCt j unction of thofe, on each f:de of the in

let, was traced without the lean: difficulty. 
From the elevated fitu~tion in I':hich Mr'King 

took his furvey of the Sound, he c(luld dilcem 

many fpacio:us vallies, with rivers flowing thrcugh 

them, well wooded, and bounded by hills of a 
moderate height. One of the fivers towards the 
north-weft feemed to be conliderable; ani he 

was incli'ned to fuppofe, from its direCtion, that 

it difcharged itfelf -into me rea at the head of the 

bay. Some of his people, penetrating beyond 
this into the cot1.ntry, found the trees to be of a 
larger fize the further they proceeded. 

To this inlet Captain Cook g,jve the name of 
Norton's Sound, in honuur of Sir Fletcher Nor

ton, 
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ton, now Lord Grandey, a near relation of Mr. 
King. It extends northward as far as the latitude 

of 64° 5S' north. The bay. wherein our iliip' 
were now at anchor, is fitu;,ted on the fouth

eaftern fidt of it, and is denominated Chacktof)fe 

DY'the natives. It i9 not a very excellent ftatioll'~ 

being expofed to the fouth and fouth-weft winds. 

Nor is a harbour to be met with in all this Sound. 

\Vc were h, fortunate, however, as to have the 
wind horB thoe north-eaa and the north, during 
the whole time of our continuance here, witb 

Y..:ry fine weather. This afforded an opportunity 

of making a great number (J~ lunar obfervati:on~ 
the mean refult of which gave I ~7 (> J J' eaft, as 

the longitude of th anchoring-place on the wer
tern {ide of the Sound" \\ hile its latitude was 64" 
311 north. \Vi:h re/pea: to the tides, the night

flood rofe two or three feet, and t~e day-flood' 
was fcarce\y perceivable. 

Captain Cook being now perfeCtly con\-inced, 

that Mr. Stteblin's map was extremely erroneous, 
and having reftored the continent of America to 

the fpace whicb that gentleman had occupied 

with his imaginary iiland of Alafchka, thought it 
now high time to quit thefe northerly regi~, 
ami retire to fome place for the winter> where 

lle might obtain provifions and refrefhrnents. He 
did not confider Petropaulowika, or the harbour 

of St. Peter and St. Paul in Kamtfchatka, as like
ly to furnifu a fufficient fupply. He had like-

wiii! 
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\".,ite other rearons for not going thither at pre

fent; the principal of which was, his great un
willingntJs to remain il~:Jaive for fix or reven 

months, which would have been the confequence 

of pailing the winter in any ot thefe northern 
countries. He at lel1 f 'h conciuded, that no fie 
tuation was [0 convenient for our purpo[e JS the 
S:Jndwich I11ands. 1'0 th'::n, therefore, he form

ed a refolution of Icpair'llg. But a f~pply of 
water being necelfary bet(jre he could execute 

that defign, he dd" ,ninerl, with a view of FC' 

curing this clE~nti., artIcle, to fearch the coafi of 

America fOl a harbour, hv proceeding along' it to 

the fouthwJrd, If he {hould not meet with fuc

'cefs in that learch, his intention was to re:Jch 
Samganoodha, \\,I,"~" W"~ appointl'rl for our place 

'Of rendezvous, in L.itt the ih~l)~ ;.,,-,u;..! nal)pu1 to 

feparate. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. XI. 

Stuart's J.;1and diJcwerrd- Its Situation, E~:te71f, 

&c.-Cape Step/tll,-Feid ,\ball~7." - tf'uto
Shoals 0" the (oall of 1\,rortb-Llmtrit:a~U rkc's 
Jjla7ld.-Gore's lfland--Pilmac!11 r.rz(l!l.i- :rOt Re· 
falutioR /prings a L,'l,l-Tbe Shifs nrrh'e tJI. 

Oonalajhka -Ple1lltlful Supplies (f Fijlz--lntrr;" 
tourJe with the N:;t;w" and the R;:J!ian "lraatrs 
-Mr. Jjm),lcif C',Ii::S (;1 !;o:l1J-lntelligmu r€

uj'wd from him-Iwo Charts produced by /.1.,:1-
Account of the Tj/tmds ,/i'ed by the Ru/!ians~" 
Of their Stttlement t?t (j~;id,f""c-DcJcriptio'h 

of the' Nath'(J-'1 heir ];) ejS-f';ood-Mrwner of 
ililding - AIuill~ia,'7!!re} - Ca/Jol'S - Implementl 
for Hunting all; 1 Uhil':g-Fijlz, and other Sea Ani
nza!s-n ater F0;;';!S - Ltlid-Eirds -- Sfl..,uadruflls 
Vegetables - StMes - Relojilories of the Dead
Difeafes-Re/emU/{lnce of tbe 1l1habita'lts of Ihis 
Side of An1el ica to de E)quimaux and, Green
landers-Tides, Longitude, &c. 

I N the morning of the 17 th of September, we 
weighed anchor with a light eaflerly breeze~. 

and fleering to the fouthward, attempted to pafs 

within, Befborough hland; but, though it is fix 
or feven miles diftant from the continent, we 

were prevented, by meeting with fuoal water. 

Having but little wind all the day, we did 110t 

pafs , 
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pafs that iiland before it was dark; and the night 
was fpent under an eary fail. 

At day-break, on the 18th, we refumed our 
progrefs along the coaa. At noon, our found
ings were no more than five fathoms. Bdho'; 
rough Iiland,at this time, bbre north 420 eaft; 
the moft foutherly land in fight, which. alfo prov
ed to be an iiland, bore fomh 66~ weft; the paf
[age between it and the continent, was in the di
rection of [outh 40° weft, and the neareft land was 
at the diftance of aboilt two miies. 

We continued 'to fleer for th;~ paffage, till the 
boats which were a head made the fignal for hav
ing no more tbil.D three fathorfis water. In con-' 
fequence of this, we hauled without the ifland •• 
and difplayed the fignal for the Re[olution's boat 
to)eep between the {hare and the fllips. 

This ifiand, to which the name of Stuart's 
Ifland was given, lies in the latitude of 63 0 35' 
north, and is feventeen leagues diftant from Cape 
Denbigh, iri the direCtion of fourh 27 0 wefi~ 
it is fix or (-,en leagues in circumference. 
Though fome parts of it are of a moderate height, 
yet, in general, it is low; with fome rocks off 
the wefiero parr. The greateft part of the coaft 
of the continent is low land; but we perceived 
high land up the country. It forms a point, op.; 
pofuc the ifiand; which was diftinguiilied by the 
name of Cape Stephens; and is fituated in the 
iatitude of 63 p 33' north, and in the longitude of 
. V ot. Il I.---N" 14. G 197" 
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197 0 41' eaft. Some drift wood was obfervedoll, 
the fuores, both of the iiland and of the conti. 

nent; but not a fingle tree was feen growing upon 

either. Veirels might anchor, upon occafion, 
between the continent and the north-eaft fide of 
this illJnd, in a depth of five fathoms, !heltered 

from the eafterly, wefterly, and fOlltherly winds. 
But this ftatiol1 would he entireI.y expofed to the 
northerly \\inds, the lana, in that direaion, be. 
ing too remote to afford any fecurity. Before 
we reached Stuart's Iiland, we paired two little 
i!Iands, fituate between us and the main land; and 
as we ranged along the coait, feveral of the native, 

made their appearance upon the !hore, and by 
figns, feemed to invite us to approach. 

\Ve were no fooner without the iiland, than we 
fteered fourh by weft, for the moft fouthem part 
of the continent in fight, till eight in the eVen' 
ing, when, the depth of water having decreafed 
from fix fathoms to lefs than four, we tacT~ed and 
flood to the northward into five fathoms, and. 
then paired the night in ftanding off and on. A~ 
tbe time we tacked, the follthernmo{t point of 
land above-mentioned, which we named Point 
Shallow-\,Vater, bore fomh half eaft at the dif· . - , 
tance of [even leagues. On the 19th , at day. 
break, we refllmed our folltherly courfe; but 
!I10al water foon obliged us to haul more to the 
weftward. \Ve were at length ['l far advanced 

upon the bank, that ':'C could not hold a north·, 

north·, 
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horth-weft courfe, as we fometimes met with only 
four fathoms. The \\ind blowing frdh at eaO:

north-caft, it was nGW high time to endeavour to 

find a greater depth of water, and to quit a coaO: 

upon which we could no longer navigate with 
fafety_ We therefore hauled tlie wind to the 
northward, and the water gradually iner~afed in 
depth {o eight fathoms. 

At the time of our hauling the \':inc, we were 
about twelve lea~ues 'difiant flOm the continent. a . 

and nine to the weP.: of Stuart's Ifland. \Ve faw 
no land to the fouthward of Point Shallow-\Va

ter, which Captain Cook judged to lie in the la
titude of 63° north; [0 tbat between this lati

tude and Shoal N efs, in latitude 60 0 , the coaO: has 

riot been explored. It is probably acccffible only 
to boats, or very fmall veilcls; or, if ther~ arc 
channels for vefTels of greater magnitude, it 

would require [orne time to find them~ From 
the maft-head, the. fea within us appeared to be 
checquered with fuoals; the water was very 
iTluddy and difcoloured, and mnch {refuer than 

at any of the places where our fhips had lately 
~nchored. Frain this we inferred, that a confl

'derable ri\'er runs into the rea, in this unexplored 
parr; 

After we had got into eight fathoms wat~r, we 
fleered to the wefiward, and afterwards more 

fOl1therly, for Jhe land difcovered by us on th~ 

5th of September, which at noon on the 2oth 1 

G 7. bote 
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bore fauth-weft by weft, at .the diftance of ten or 
eleven leagues. "T e had now -a frelli gale at 

north, and, at intervals, 1howers of hail and fnow, 
with a pretty high fea. To the land b;fpre us, 
the Commodore gave the appellation of.·Clerke's 
Wand. It frands in the latitude of 63 0 15', and 
in the longitude of 1900 301. It feemed to be an 
Wand of confiderable extent, in which are feve
ral hills, all conneCted by low ground, fa that it 
looks, at a diftance, like a group of iflands. Near 
its eaftern part is a little ifland, which is remark
able for having on it three elevated rocks. Both 
the greater if1and, and this fmaller one, were in
habited. 

About fix o'clock in the afternoon, we reach
ed the northern point of Clerke's Ifland; and 
having ranged along its coaft till dark, we brought 
to during the night. Early the next morning, 
we again aood in for the coaft, and proceeded 
along it in quefr of an harbour, till twelve o'clock, 
when finding no probability of fuccefs, we left 
it and fleered fauth-fauth-weft, for the land dif
covered by us on the 29th of July; having a frfih 
gale at north, accompanied with 1howers of fnow 
and fleet. 

On Wednefday the 23d, at day-break, the 
Jand above-mentioned made its appearance, bear;, 
ing fauth-weft, at the diftance of fix or feven 
leagues. From this point of view, it refembled 
a c1ufler of iilands; but it was found to be only 

one, 
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one, of about thirty miles in extent, in the di

reCtion of north-weft and fouth-eaft; the fouth 

eafiern extremity being Cape Upright, which 

we have. mentioned before. The ifland is nar

row, particularly at the low necks of land, by 

which the hills are conne&ted. Captain Cook 

afterwards found, that it was entirely unknown 

to the Ruffians, and therefore, confidering it as a 

difcovery of our own, he named it Gore's Wand. 

It appeared to be barren and defiitute of inha

bitants, at leaft we faw none. Nor did we 01.;

ferve fuch a number of birds about it, as we had 
feen when we firft difcovered it. But we per

ceived fome fea·otters, an animal which we had 

not found to the north of this latitude:;. About 

twelve miles from Cape Upright, in the direc

tion of fouth 72Q weft, ftands a fmall ifland, whofe 

lofty fum mit terminates in feveral pinnacle rocks, 

for which reafon it obtained the name of Pin
nacle Ifl:ll1d. 

At two o'clock in the afternoon, after we had, 

paired Cape Upright, we fleered fouth-eaa by 
fouth, for Samganoodha, with a gentle breeze 

at north-north-wefi, being reColved to lofe no 

more time in fearching for an harbour among 

iflands, which we now began to fufpetl: had no 
exifience; at leaft, not in the latit~de and lon

gitude in which they have been placed by mo

~~rn delineators of charts. On the 24th, in the 
-G .3 eve!) .. 
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evening, the wind veered to fouth-weft and routh, 
apd increafed to a frelh gale. 

vVe continued our eafter! y courfe till eight in 

the morning of the 25th, when in the longi~ude 
of 1910 10', and the latitude of 58° 32', we 
tacked and ftood to the \veftward; foon after 
which, the gale i~creafing, we were reduced to 
two courfe." and clofe-reefed main top-fails. In 
a 1110rt time after, the Refolution fprung a leak, 
under the ftarboard buttock, which was fo conlide~ 
rabie, as to keep one pump conftantly employed. 
We would not venture to Pllt the ihip upon the 
other tack, from the apprehenfion of getting upon 
the ihoals that lie to the north-weft of Cape, 
Nevlenbarn; but continued to fteer towards the 

weft, ull fix in the evening of Saturday the 26th, 
when we wore and flood to the eaftward; an4 
then the leak gave us no farther trouble. This· 
proved, that it was above the water-line, which 

. gave us great fatisfaCtion. The gale had no~ 
ceafed, but the wind continued at fauth, and 
fouth·weft, for fome days longer. 

At length, on Friday the 2d of OCtober, at 
day-break, we ColW the iile of Oonalaihka, in a 
fouth-eaft direCtion._ But as the land was ob
fcured by a thick haze, we were not certain wit~ 
reCpeCt to ollr fjtuation till noon, when the ob~ 
ferved latitude determined it. \Ve hauled into 
a bay, ten miles to the weft ward of SamO'anood~ 

. 0 

~a, ~nown by the appellation of Egoochihac; 

but 
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but finding very deep water, we fpeedily left it. 
The natives vifited us at different times, bring
ing with them dried falmon, and other fifh, 

which our failors received in exchange for to
bacco. Only a few days before, every ounce of 
tobacco that remained in the illip, Iud been dif· 

tributed among thtm, and the quantity was not 
half fufllcient to anfwcr thtir demands. Not

withf1:anding this, fa thollghtlefs and imprm'i

dent a being is an Englilh failor, that. they were 
as profuft: in making their bargains, as if we had 

arrived at a port in Virginia; oy which menns, 

in lefs than two days, the value of this commo

dity was lowered above a thoufand per em/. 
The next day, at one o'clock in the afternoon, 

we anchored in the harbour of Samganoodha. 
and,- on the morning of the 4th, the carpenters 
were employed in ripping off the illeathing of 
and under the wale of tbe .Refoilltion on tbe ftar. 

board fide. Many of the ft:ams were found en
t!rely open! it was therdore liot to be wondered 

at, that fo much water had got into the fhip. 

We cleared the fifh and fpirit rooms, and the 
after-hold; and difpofed things in fuch a man

ner, that, in cafe of any future leaks of the f.,me 
nature, the water might find its way to the pumps. 
Befides tbis work, and completing our Hock of 
water, we cleared the fore-hold, and took 10 a 

~uantity of ballalt. 
G4 The 
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The vegetables we had met with when we wcr~ 
here before, were now, for the mQfi parr, in a 

flate of decay. . There being great plenty of ber
ries, one-third of the people, by t)Jrps, lUjd per
million to go a-ibore and gather them. Conti: 
perable quantities of them were al[o brought to us 
by the inhabitants. If tbere were apy feeds of 
the fcurvy, among the people qf either ibi p, tbefe 

berries, and the ufe of fpruce beer, which they 
were allowed to dr~nk every other daYl effe¢l:ually 

eradicated them. 
"\u p likewife procured abundance of fiib; at 

filft, ~ . .ilil)' [almon, both freib and dried, whicn 
the natives brought us. Some of the freib fal~ 

man was in the higheft perfection; -but there was 
one fort, which, from the figure of its head, we 
called ilOok-no[ed, that was but indifferelJt~ 
Drawing th~ feinefeveral times, at the head of 
the bay, we caught many falmon trout, and a 
halibut that weighed two hundred and fifty-four· 

pounds. We afterwards had rccour[e to hook. -
jlnd lines. A. boat was [ent out every morning~ 
which feldorn returned without eight or ten ha~ 
libur, a quantity more than fufficient to ferve all 
our people. The[e fiih were excellent, and there 
were few who did not prefer them to falmon. 
Thus we not only obtained a fupply of filh for 
prefent confumption, but had fome to carry wit~ 
·;15 tq fea. . 
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Captain Cook received, on the 8th, by the 
iaands of a native of Oonala!hka, riamed Den'a .. 
Rloufbk, a very fingular pre[ent, confidering the 
place we were in. It was a rye loaf, or rather a 
pye in the form of a loaf, as it enclo[eq fame fal
mon, well feaf,Jned with pepper, This man had 
Qrought a fimiJar pre[ent for· Captain Clerke, 
and a note for each of the Captains, written in a 
character which none of us underfio?d. 1 twas 
I)atural to imagine, that thefe two prefents wr;:rc 
from rome Ru$ans now in our neighbourhood, 

. ~nd therefQre the Captains fent, by the fame mer. 
fenger, to thefe unknown friends, a few bottles 
qf rum, wine and porfer, which they fuppofed 
would be highly acceptfble. Captain Cook alfo 
(ent, in compal'!y wit~ Derramollfhk, Corporal 
Lediard, of the marines, an intelligent man, for 
the purpofe of gainin~ farther information; with 
Qrders, that if he met with any Ruffians, he ihoulq 

'endeavo\.!r to make them underfiand, that we 
were Engliihmen, the friends and allies of their 

nation. 
qn Saturday the loth, Corporal Lediard re

turned with three Rpffian feamen, or furriers, 
'1'ho, with feveralothers, rcfiJeq lit Egoochfhac, 
where they had fame ftore-houfes, ~ dwelling
~oufe, and a flopp of about thirty tons burthen. 
One of thefe Ruffians was either Mafier or Mate 
of this veff"el. They were all three intelligent, 

well-behaved men, and, extremely ready to give 
./ . , ... . .'. , 
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us all the information we could defire. Bur, for 
want of an interpreter, we found it very difficult 
to under11:and each other. They appeared to 

have a perfect knowledge of the attempts which 
their countrymen had made to navigate the Froten 
O:::ean, and of the difcoveries that had been made 
from Kamtfchatka, by Beering, Tfcherikofi~ and 
Spangenberg. But they had not the leaft idea to 
what parLof t:~e world Mr. St.:ehlin's map re
ferred, when it was laid before them. When 
Cgptain Cook pointed Out Kamtfchatka, andi 

fome other places, upon this map, they a:!ked
him whether he had feen the il1ands there repre. 
fen ted ; and, on his anf-Nering in the negative, 
one of them put his finger upon a part of the 
map, where a number of iilands are laid down, 
and faid, that he had cruifed there in fearch of 
land, bm could never meet with any. The Cap
tain then fhewed them his own charr, :md found' 
that they Were Ihangers to every part of the coaft' 
of America, except th:::.t which lies oppofite this 
iOand. 

One of thefe men faid, that be had been with 
Beering in his American voyage; but he muft 
then h.we been very young; for even now, at 
the diftance of thirty·feven years, he had not the 
appearance of being aged. Never was greater' 
refpett paid to the memory of ariy eminent per-
fOil, th~n by thefe men to that of Beering. The 

t;aje in which they are engaged, is very ad\'a!l-

tageoLl6 
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t.geous, and its being undert<lken and extended 
to the .eaftward of Kamtfchatka, was lhe im me,. 
diate refult of the [econd voyage of that diftin

gllifhed navigator, whore mi3fortllnes prol'ed the 

fource of much private benefit to individuals, 
and. Of public utility to the l{uffian empire. And 
yet, if his diftreI1es had not accidentally carried 

him to the ifiand which bears his name, where 

he ended his life, and from whence the remainder 
of his {h~p's crew brought back fpecimens of irs 
valuable furs, the Ruffians would probably have 

undertaken no future voyages, which could lead 
them to make difcoveries in this lea, towards the 
American coaft. Indeed, afler his time, their 
miniftry feem to have paid !efs attention to this 
object; and, far what difcoveries have been Lince 
made, we are principally il~dcbted to the entcr
prizing 1pirit of private merchanti, encouraged, 

however, by the fllperintending c.ue of the court 
of Petcdburg. 

The tluee Ruffians having remained all night 

with the Commodore, vifited Captain Clerke the 

fpllowing morning, and then departed, perfccdr 
fatisfied with the reception t1:(;Y had met with. 
They promifed to return in a few days, ar.d bring 

with them a chart of the illands fituate betw.een 

Kamtfchatka and Oonalafhka. 
)n the evening of the J 4th, while ,Captain 

Cook and Mr. \Vebber ~vere at a village, not far 

from Samganoodha, a Ruffian landed there, who 
proved 
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proved to be the principal perf on among his coun·' 
try men in this and the adjacent iiles. His name 

was Erafim Gregorioff Sin Ifmyloff. He arrived 
in a canoe that carried three per[ons, attended by 
twenty or thirty fmaller canoes, each conduCted 
by one man. Immediately after landing, they 

confiructed a [mail tent for Ifmyloff, of materials 

which they had brought with them, and they 
afterwards made others for themfelves, of their 
canoes and paddles, which they covered with 
gra[s. Ifmyloff having invited the Captain and 
Mr. vVebber into his tent, ret before them fome 
dried falmon and berries. He appeared to be a 

man of fenfe; and the Captain felt no fmall mor
tification in not being able to convcrfe with him, 
except by ilgns, with the affifiance of figures, and 
other characters. The Captain requefied him to 
favour him with his company on board the next 
day, and accordingly he came with all his attend
,mts. He had, indeed, moved into the neigh. 

bourhood of our fiation, fOJ" the exprefs purpof~ 
of waiting upon us. ' 

Captain Cook was in hopes of rece:ving from 

him the chart which his three coutrymen had 
promifed, but be was difappointed. However; 
Ifmyloff affured him he ihouJd have it, and he 

kept his word. The Captain found him very 

weJl acquainted with the geography of thofe parts, 
and with all the difcoveries which had. been made 

in this quar-ter by the R~mans. On feeing the 

~qder" 
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modern maps, he inilantly pointed out their er
rors: he faid, he had accompanied Lieutenant 
Syndo, or (as he called him) Synd, in his nor
thern expedition; and, according to his account, 
they did not proceed farther than the Tfchukotlkoi 
Nofs, or rather than St. Lawrence's Bay; for 
he pointed on our chart to the very place where 
Captain Cook landed. From thence, he faid, they 
went to an ifland, ill the latittlde of 63° north, 
upon which they did not land. He did not re
colleCt the name of that illand; but the Captain 
c~njeCtured, that it was the fame with that to 

which the appellation of Clerk e's 1I1and had been 
given. To what place Synd repaired afterwards, 
or in what particular manner he em ployed the two 
ye'ars, during which, according to Ifmyloff, his 
refearches lailed, he was either unable or unwil
ling to inform us. Perhaps he did not comprehend 
our inquires on this point; and yet, in almoll 
every other thing, we found means to make him 
underiland us. This inclined us to furpea, that 
he had not really been in this expedition,not
withilanding what he had a1Ttrted. 

Not only Ifmyloff, but alfo the others affirmed, 
that th ey were totally unacquainted with the 
American continent to the northward; and that 

neither Lieutenant Synd, nor any other Ruffi211, 
had feen it of late years. They called it by the 

fame name which Mr. St<ehlin has affixed to his 
large illand, ~hat is Alafchka. 

I Accord-
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According to the information we obtained froirl 
Ifmyloff and his countrymen, the Ruffians have 

made feveral attempts to gain a footing upon 
that part of the North American continent, that 
lies contigllolls to Oonalafhk:l and the adjacent 
illands, but have confrantly been repulfed by the 

inhabitants; whom they reprefent as a very 
treacherous people. They made mention of two' 
or three captains, or chief men, who had been 
murdered by them; and fome of the Ruffians 

i11ewed us wounds, which they declared they had 
received there. 

Ifmylolf alfo informed us, that in the year 

1773, an expedition had been undertaken into 
the Frozen Ocean in fledges, over the ice, td 

three large iflancls, that are fituate oppo1ite the 
mouth of the river Kovyma. But a voyage which 
he faid he himfelf had performed, engaged our 
attention more than a~1y other. He told us, 
that, on the 11th of May, J 77 I, he failed from 
Bolcheretzk, in Kamtfchatka, in a Ruffian veffel, 
to Mareekan, one of the Kuril 11lands, where 
there is an harbour, and a Ruffian ferrlementJ 

From this iiland he proceeded to Japan, where 
his cont:nuance appears to have been but iliort; 
for, as foon as the Japanefe knew that he and his 
companions profeffed the chrifi.ian faith, they 
made iigns for them to depart; but did not, fo 
far as we could tlnderfrahd him, offer any infult 
or vi()i,~nce. From Japan he repaired to Canton, 

in 
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m China; from thence, in a, French fhip, to 

France. He then traVtlled to Peterfburg. and 
was afterwards fent out again to Kamtfchatb. 
\Ve could not learn what became of the yefrel in 
which he firft embarked, nor w:lat \\'as the princi. 
pal intention of the Vl)yage. His being unable to 

fpe~k one word of the French language, renckrcd 

this ftory rather furpicious; he reemed clear, how
ever, as to the times of his arrival at the din~

rent places, and of his departure from them, whic:l 

he put down in writing. 
The next morning (Friday the 16th), he ofl;~r

ed Captain Cook a fea otter fkin, w!;ich, he elid, 
was worth eighty roubles at I',lmtHlatka. Th~ 

Captain, however, thought proper to decline the 

offer; but accepted of j()me dried 11111, ::lJd fc';e
ral balkets of the lilly, or Jaranne root. In t;le 

afternoon, Hmyloff, after having dined wich C'p

tain Clerke, left us with all his rerin'cle, bur pro
mifed to return in a f.~'.v da\'s. Accordingly, on 

the 19th, he paiJ us another vifit, bringing with 
him the charts above-ment;(J:l:d, which he Pl'!"
mitted Captain Cook to copy; and the contents 

of which are the foundation of the following 
remarks. 

Thefe c"harts were tlVO in number, they \\ere 

both manu[cripts, and bore every mark of autb~lI
ticity. One of them comprehended tbe Pen

fhinikian rea; the coaft of ~3rt~;ry, as low as tLe 

latitude of 4 r 0 north; th~ Kurile I!1ands, and the 

fU' ir,fllfa-
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peninf~la of Kamtfchatka. Since this chart hdd 
been made, Waw(eelee Irkeechoff, a naval cap~ 
tain, explored, in the year 1753, the coafi or \ 
Tartary, from Okottk, and the rive: Amilr, to 
Japan, or 4tO of northern latitude. We were in· 
formed by Mr. Ifmyloff, 'that a: great part of the 
fea-coaft of Kamtfchatka had been corrected by 
himfelf; and he defcribed the inftrllment u{ed by 
him for that purpofe, which niuft have been a: 
theodolite. He allo told liS, that there were 
only two harbours proper for {hipping, on ill the 
eaftern coaft of Kamtfchatka, viz. the bay of 
Awadka, and the river Ohltora, in the bottom 
of the gulph of the fame name ; that there was» 
not one harbour on its weftern coaft; and that 
Yarntk was the only one, except Okotfk, on ali 
the wefiern fide of the Penfllinikian rea, till we 
come to the river Amur. The Kurile Iflands 
contain but one harbour, and that is on the 
north-eaft fide of Mareekan: where, as we have 
already mentioned, the Ruffians have a fettie'. 
menta 

The other chart comprehended all the difco
veries that the Ruffians had made to the eaftward 
of Kamtfchatka, towards America. That part I 

of the American coaft, with which Tfcherikoff" 
fell in, is laid down in this chart between the 
latitude of 580 and 58 i 0 north, and 75 0 Of eaft
ern longitude, from Okottk, or 2 I 8t Q from 
Greenwich; and the place where B'eering an-

chored 
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chored in 59iv of latitude, and 63i o of longitude 
from Okotlk, or 207u from Greenwich. To fay 
norhing of the longitude, which may, from feve
ral caufes, be erroneous, the latiwde of the coalt, 
difcovered by Beering and '1 fcherikoff, particu
larly that part of it .vhich was difcovered by the 
latter, differs confiderably from Mr. ""uller's 
chart. """hether the chart now produced by If
myloff, or that of Muller, be molt erroneous in 
this refpett, it may be difficult to determine. 

According to Ifmyloff's account, neither the 
number nor the fituation of the iflands whieh are 

difperfed between 52° and &5° of latitude, in the 
fpace between Kamtfchatka and Arne'rica, is pro-

• perly afcertained. He ltruck out abo'ut a third 
of them, affuring m that they did not exiO:; and 
he confiderably altered the iituation of others; 
which, he faid, was necefiary, from the obferva
tions which he himfelfhad made; and there was no 

reafon to entertain a doubt about this. As thefe 
iflands are nearly under the fame parallel, diffe
rent navigators, milled by their different reckon
ings, might eafily mifiake one ifland, or c1ufier 
of iGands, for aQother; and imagine they had 
made a new difcovery, when they had only fOllnd 
old ones, in a pofition fomewhat different from 
that which their former vifitors had affigned to 
them. 

The iiles of St. Theodore, St. Stephen, St • 
. Abraham, St. Macaril15, Seduttion lfiand, and 

\'OL. III.---NQ J4. H feveral 
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feveral others, which 'are reprefented in Mr. Mul. 
ler's chart, were 'not to be foulld in this now pro. 
duced to us; nay, Ifmyloff, and the other Ruf
fians, affured Captain Cook, that they had been 
frequently fought for without effect. Neve,rthe
lefs, it is difficult to believe, that Mr. Muller 
could place them in his chart ",i[hout fome au
thority. Captain Cook, however, confiding in 
the teHimony of thef..:: people, whom he thought 
competent witneffes, omitted them in his chart; 
and made fueh correCtions refpect,ing the' other 
iilands, as he had rearon to think were neceffary. 

We ihall now proceed to give fome account of 
the iilands, beginning with thofe which are neareft 
to Kamtfchatka, and computing the longitude 
from tne harbour of Petropaulowfka, in the bay 
of A"a,Jka. The lirl1 IS Beering's Iiland, in 55° 
of northern latitude, and 6° of eaitern longitude. 
At the difrance of ten leagues from the fouthern 
extremity of this, in the direCtion of eafr by fouth, 
or eafr fouth-eafr, ftands l11aidenoi Oflrojj~ or the 
Copper Wand. The next iOand is Atakoll, in 
the latitude of 520 45' and in the longitude of 
15 Q or 16D

• The ext;;:nt of tbis i11and is about 
eighteen leagues in' the direction of eafr and wefr; 
and it is perhaps the fame land which Beering' 
fell in with, and to which he crave the name of 

b 

MOllnt St. John. 

vVe next come to a clufrer of fix .or more 
iilands; two of which, Amluk and Atghka, are 

of 
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of conrtderable extent, and each of them has a 
good harbour. The middle of this group lies in 
the latitude of s:~ 0 30/, and 280 of longitude, from 
the bay of Awadka; and its extent is about four 
degrees, in the direCtion of eaft and weft. Thefe 
are the ifies that Ifmy loff faid were to be removed 
four degrees to the eaftward. In the fituation 
they have in Captain Cook's charr, was a group, 
comprehending ten little iflands, which, we were 
informed, were entirely to be f,ruck out; and 
alfo two ifi:lOds, fituate between them and the 
group to which Oonalal111;:a appertains. In the 
place of thefe two, an ifland, named Amoghta, 
was introduced. ' 

The fituation of many of thefe iflands may, per
haps, be erroneou[]y laid down. ELlt the poilticn 
of the largeft group, of whieh Oonalaf11ka is one 
of the moft confiderable iilands, is free from fue:1 
errors. Moft of the iDands th:~t compofe this 
clufter, were feen by us; their longitude and 
latitude were therefore determined with tolerable 
accuracy,particlliarly the harbour of Samga
noodha, of Oonalafhka, which mufl: be confidered 

" as a fixed point. This group may be f.:iJ to ex
tend as far as Halibut Ifies, which are forry leagues 
diftant from Oonalafhka, towards the eaft-north
eaft. Within thefe iOes, a paffage, communicat .. 

ing with Briftol Bay, was marked in Ifmyloff's 
chart; which convens about fifteen leagues of the 
coalt, that Captain Cook had fuppoftd to be part 

H 2 of 
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of the continent, into an ifland, named Oonee
make This paffage might eafily efcape us, being. 
as we were informed, extremely narrow, thallow, 
and only to be navigated through with boats, or 

yeffels rJ very fmall burthen. 
From the chart, as well as from the teftimony 

of Ifmyloff and his countymen, it appears, that 
this is as far as the Ruffians have made any dif
coveries, or have extended themfelves, finee the 
time of Beering. They all affirmed, that no per
fons of that nation had fetrIed themfelves fo far 
to the eaftwarcl, as the place where the natives 
gave the note to Captain Clerke; which. being 
delivered to Ifmyloff for his perul;!I, he faid, that 
it had been written at Oomanak. From him we 

procured the name of Kodiak*, the largeft of 
Schumagin's Iflands; for it had no name affigned 
to it upon the chart which he produced. It may 
not be improper to mention, that no names were 
put to the iflands which lfmyloff faid were to be 
ihuck out of the ch:lrt; and Captain Cook con
fidered this as fome confirmation, that they have 
no exifience •. 

The American continent is here called, by the 
Ruffians. :IS well as by the iflanders, Alafchka; 
which appellation, though it properly belongs 
only to that part which is contiouous to Oonee-

l:> 

'* A Ruffian filip had touched at Kodiak in the year 1776. 

mak, 
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mak, is made ufe of by them when fpeaking of 

the American continent in general. 
This is all the intelligence we obtained from 

thefe people, refpecting the geography of this part 

of the globe; and perhaps this was all the in

formation they were able to give. For they re

peatedly alTured Captain Cook, that they knew 
of no other il1ands, befides thofe which were re

prefented upon this chart, and that nO Ruffi:ll1 

had ever vifited any part of the American conti

nent to the northward, except that which is op

pofite the country of the Tfchutfkis. 

If Mr. St:ehlin W:lS not greatly impoled upon, 

what could induce him to publifh a map fo fingu

larIyerroneous, as his m3p of the New Northern 

Archipelago, in which m:lny of thefe il1ands are 

jumbled together without the Ieafl: regard to 

truth? Neverthelels, he himfelf fl:yles it" a very 

" accurate little map." 

Ifmyloff continued with us tiIl the evening of 

the 21ft, when he took his final lean'. Captain 

Cook entrufted to his care a It:tter to the Lord:; 

of the Admiralty, enclofing a chart of all the 
northern coails we had viuted. ]fmyloff faid 

there would be an opportunity of tranfmitting 

it to Kamtfch~tka, or Oko:fk, in the courfe of 
the fucceeding fpring; and that it would be at 

Petedblirg the following winter. He gave the 
Captain a letter to Major Behm, Governor of 

Kamtfchatka, who refides at Bolcheretfk in that 

H 3 peninfula; 
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peninfula; and another to the commanding of .. 
ficer :1t j'ctror:lUlowika. 

1'.11 .. Ifmyloff {eemed to poffefs abilities that' 
mir-ht ellll;.!c: him to a higher ftation than that in 
wi~ch we foud him. He had confiderable 
kno'.Vleclz:c in aftronomy, and in the mort ufeful 
branches of the ITIJthematics. Captain Cook 
m.lCl~ hil.1 a prefent of an Hadley's oCtant; and 
though, perhaps, it was the filft he had ever feen, 
he \'try y:ckiy made himftlf 2cqllainted with 
JTjr ,n of the ufes to \\' hich that inf1w:l_ent can be 
31'l,iied. . 

On Thurfday the 22d, in the morning, we 
maJe an attempt to get out to fea, with the ~il1q 
at fuuth-eaft, but did not {uccecd. In the after .. 
noon of the 23d we were vifited by one Jacob 
Iva:-,ovitch SopofnicGff, a Ruffian, who com. 
mand(d a [mall veifel at Oomanak. This man 
feemed \r-cry moddl:, and would drink no ftrong 
liquor, of which the other Ruflians, whom we 
had met with here, \\cre extf'E:mely fond. He 
appeared to know what fllpplies could be obtain
ed at the harbour of St. Pder and St. P:IUI, and 
the price of the v:1rious articles, more accurately 
t 1 an 1\11'. I fmyloft: But, by all accounts, every 
thing, we {hould have occafion to purchafe at 
that Fl.::;~) was \'cry fcarce, and bore a high 
price. This man informed us, that he was to be 
at Petropau]ow1ka in the enfuing May; and, as 
'.'. c underftooc, was to have the charge of Captain 

Cook'S 
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Cook's letter. He fcemed very defirous of having 
fame token from the Captain to carry to Major 
Behm; and, to gratify him, the Captain fem a 
{mall fpying-glafs. 

After we had contraCted an acquaintance with 
thefe Ruffians, feveral of our gentlemen, at dif
ferent times, vifited their fettlement on the ifland, 
where they always met with friendly treatment. 
It confifted of a dwelling-houfe and two ftore
houfes~ Befides the Ruffians, there was a nutn
ber of the Kamtfchadales, acd of the Oonalafll
kans, as fervants to the former. Some other 
natives of this iGand, who appeared to be in
depoodent of the Ruffians, Jived at the fame place. 
Such of them as belonged to the Ruffians, were 
all of the male [ex; and they are ei,her taken, or 
purchafed from their parents when young. There 
were, at prefent, about twenty of thefe who could 
be confidered in no other light than as chiLlrm. 
They all refide in the fame haufe, the Ruffians at 
the upper end, the Kamtfchadales in tbe middle, 
and the Oonalafllkans at the lower end, \\ bn, is 
fixed a <;apacious boiler for preparing their food, 
which principally confifts of finl, with the addi
tion of wild roots and b~rri,s. There i, /.0 (,Teat 

~> 

difference between the firft and laft table, o,cept 
what is produced by cookery, by which the Rul:' 

fians can (nake indifferent things palatable. 1 hey 
dreCs whales Belli in fuch a manner as to make it 

very good eating; alld they have a kind of pa~1-
- H 4 pllddin~ 
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purldinl~ of falmon-roe, beaten up fine and fried, 
which ie, :! tolerJble fubfiitu~e for bread. They 
may perhaps; occafionally, tafie real bread, or 
have a diih in \\hich flour is one of the ingredients. 
If we except the juice of berries, which they 

generally fip at their meals, they drink no other 

liquor than pure water; and it feems to be very 
fortunate for them that they have nothing 

ilronger. 
As the ii1and furnithes them with fublifience, 

fo it does, in fome l11eafur(', with clothing. This 

is chiefly compofed of ikins. The upper gar

ment, which is made like a waggoner's frock, 
reacht-s down to the knees. Befides this, they 

wear a waificoat or two, a pair of breeches~ a fur 
cap, and a pai; of boots, the legs of which are 

formed of fome kind of firong gur, but the foles 
and upper leathers are of Ruffian leather. Their 

two Chieis, lfmyloff and Ivanovitch, wore a 
calico frock; and they, as well as feveral others, 
had thirts of filk. 

Many Ruffians ar,e fettled upon all the moft 
confiderable iilands between Kamtfchatka and 

Oo.nalail1ka, for tbe purpofe of collecting furs. 
Their principal objeCt is the iea-beaver or otter; 

but {'",illS of inferior value alia make a part of 

their cargoes. We neglected to inquire how 

long they have had a fettlement upon Oonalaihka, 

and the neighbouring iilands; but if we form our 

judgment on this point from the great fubjeetion 
. the 
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the natives are under, this cannot be of a very 

late date*. Thefe furriers are, from time to 

time, fucceeded by others. Thole we faw ar

rived here from Okotfk in 177 6, and were to re

turn in 1781. 
As for the native inhabitants of this iiland, they 

are, to all appearance, a very peaceable, inof
fenfive race of people; and, in point of hondly, 
they might ferve as a pattern to the moil: civilized 
nations. But, from what we faw of thei" neigh_ 
bours, with whom the Ruffians are unconnected, 
we have fame doubt whether this was their origi
nal difpofition; and are rather inclined to be of 
opinion, that it is the confeqllence of their prefent 

fiate of fubjection. Indeed, if we did not rnif
underftand the Ruffians,. they had been under the 

necemty of making [orne fevere examples before 

they -could bring the iilanders into tokrable or
der. If feverities were really infliCted at firil:, the 
beft exc\lfe for them is, that they have produced 
the rnoft beneficial effeCts; and, at preienr, the 

greateft harmony fllbfilts between the Ruffians and 
the natives. The latter have their own chiefs in 
each il1and, and feem to enjoy libeny amI j-'w

perty without mokftation. Whether they are 

tr,butaries to the Ruffians, or not, we could never 

"* According to Mr. Coxe, in hi, ac~ount of the dif· 
coveries of the Ruffians, they began to fre~uent Oonalalhka 

in the year 1762. 

learn ; 
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learn; but we had fame reafon to fuppofe that 

The people of Oonalafhka, are in general,rather 

low of {tature, but plump, and well fhaped. 
Their necks are commonly lbort, and they have 
fwarthy Chllb::,y faces. They have black eyes, 

and fmall beards. Their hair is long. black, 
and ftraioht; the men wear it loofe behind, and 

o 

cut befort:; but the women gt:nerally tie it up in 

a bunch. 
The drefs of both fexes is the fame with refpeCt 

to' fafhion, the only difft:rence is in the materials. 

The frock worn by the women is made of the 
ikins of feals ; and that of the men, of the {kins 

of birds; both reach below the knees. This 

cllnfl:i['.:tes tht: , .... hole drefs of the females. But, 
c'!·:r the froc~" th~ men wear another compofed 

of gut, which water cannot penetrate; is has a 
k),x\ to it, which j, drawn over the head. Some 

of them wear boots; and aU of them wear a fort 

of oval fnouted c I)' made of wood, with a rim 
that admits the !;cd. They dye thefe caps with 

green and other colours; and round the upper 

part of the rim they fix the long brii1:les of fome 
i~'a ;J.nimal, on \'1:1ich glafs beads are {hung; and 

on the front is a lcnali im::ge or two formed of 

::cne. They do not make tlfe of paint; but the 
\.omc:n punCl:me their faces niohtll' and both 

t:> " 
~:;';cS perforate the lower iip, in which !hey fix 
pi~ces of bJne. But it is as uncommon here 10 

fee 
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ft:e a mln with this ornament, as to obferve a 

woman without it. Some fix bead, to the upper 

lip under the nofirils; and they all fufpend orna

ments in their ears. 
FiJh, and other fea animah, birds, roots', ber

ries, and even fea-weed, compofe their food. 

They dry quantities of fiih during the fummer, 
which they lal' up in fmall huts for their ufe in 

winter; and, probably, they pre[erve berries and 

roots for the fame fcaron of lcarcity. Tbey ~at 

moLl: of their provifions raw. Boiling and broil

ing were the only methods of cookery th:.t we 

faw practifed among them; and the former they 

in all probability learnt from the R u1Tians. Some 

have in their poffdllol1 fmall bufs kettlt~ : and 

thofe who have not, make one of a riat Hone, 

with fides of cby. 
Captain Cook once happened to be prefellr, 

when the-chief of this ifhnd made his dinner (,~' 

the raw head of a large halibur, juft caught. 

,Before any part of it W:l, gi\'en to the chief, two 

of his fervants eat the gills, with no other dreiling 

. than fqueezing out the Dime. After this, one of 
them having cut off the head of the filh, took it 

to the rea, and waJhed it, then came with it, and 

feated himfdf by the chief; but not before he 

had pulled up fame graf~, upon a part of which 

the head was placed, and the reft ~vas {hewed be

fore the chief. He then Cut large p;~ces off the 

f;heeks l and put them within the reach of the 
chief, 
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c',:ti, W;:O ;\\'al!OWfJ the~11 with great ~~lti~rJa:ion. 
\Vhen he had fioiihed his meal, the lL"'!!ains of' 
[he head being Cdt in pieces, were >:I" • .:n to the, 
!~l VJ"nts, who L're off [he meat v.ith their (e~th" 
;;.:d ",nawed d,e bones like fa many dogs. 

_\s the O',lnhtbbns ul;" no paint, they are lefs' 
(h",' in [ileir pnl:;.n"" thal thofe fav,:;,',:s )\'ho thus' 
bei'r:, C:l i" tl"tl:'de:ves; but they are fuIl-;, filthy in' 
their hauCes. The to!L',yi'g is their method of 
b'.::!dir 6 : they dig, in the ground, an oblong' 
1"" which rarely o.:u::t:ds fifty feet in length, and 
Lvellty 111 breadth; but the dimenfions are in 
;ener,ll j~dl~r. Over I:lis eXClvation they form' 
the roof of wood, which they cover firil: with 
grafs, and then with earth, fa that the external 
,:p;)t~:"lnce rd;:mbles a dung hill. I\'r:~lr eacliil 
end of [he roof is left a !<luare open::l,;, which;' 
,L::ll:,S the J;~ht; OJ,e of (h::1;'; opening~ being 
i::c':ll(:ed only t~'r this l".!rpofe, and the Ocher be· 
ing allo ded to ;0 III and Out by, with t 1:,. ,,;!ill:. 

;::1':': or':1 ::dl:':r; or !':.ther a i""it, in which fieps 
;!,'C; cut, In Lrne of the ;loui-:::s there is a:10ther 

t'il'.r<ir:ce behw, but telis is rather uncommon,' 
l'~(jll;:(i th:: :~~~S ZL:',; t'CL:S of the r.:;bita'ions~ the 
f..:,J.i:es, i"c';:rd of \\h:ch dwell too'ether 'have" o , 
ti'lei, kr·:1'::e 8par,:~,el:,;, w:Jere they Deep, and 
fie ::t \\0,].:; i:C, 0:1 be:;c:~,~s, but in a fort of can': 
C-iVt: trc::!~, dug enu~h- faun:1 the ir.iiJe of the 
hou{~, ;,n.! C;)\'cC:l; wit;J C:',,,t", fa tha: this part is 
;~.t'pt prc!ty (1,:,.::1 :.r~.: ' .. :cc~:·.:. '-.rt~ fame cannot! 
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be [aid of the middle of the haufe, \Ihich is com
mon to all the families. For, though it is cover
ed with dry grafs. it is a receptacle for every 
kind of dirt, and the place w here the urine trough 
frands; the french of which is by no means im
proved by raw hides, or leatht;r, bc:ing almo!l: 
continually fleeped in it. Behind, and over the 
trench, they place the few eli-"ed:s that they have 
in their poffdIion, fuch as their mats, {kins, and 

apparel. 
Their furniture conlifts of buckets, cans, wooden 

bowls, fpoons, matted bJikets, and [ome[imes 
a Ruman kettle or pot. All thefe utenfils are 
made in a very neat manner; and yet_we obferved 
no other tools among them than the knife and tbe 
hatchet; that is, a fmall flat piece of iron, ma~~e 

like an adze, by fixing it into a crooked wooden 
handle. 

Though the Ruffians live among thefe people, 
we found much lefs iron in poffdlion of t!Je L:t

ter, than we had met \Iith among other tribes on 
the neighbouring continent of America, who had 
never feen the Ruffians, nor perhaps had any in
tercourfe with them. Probably a few beads, and 
a fmall quantity of tobacco and [ouB-: purcbafe 
all the-y have to [pare. There are few of th.:m 
that do not both fmoke and chew tobacco, and 
take fnuff. 

They did not appear to be ,-ery deIirous of 
more iron, or to want any other infrrumentq. ~x

c"pt 
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cept fewing needles, their own being fortned ot 
bone. "Vith thefe they few their canoes, and 
make their clothes, and aHa work very curious 
embroidery. They ufe, inil:ead of thread, the, 
fibres of finews, which they fplit to the thicknefs 
which is required. All fewing is vrformed by 
the females. They are the [hoe-makers, taylors, 
and boat-builders, or boat-coverers; for the men, 
in all probability, confl:rllct the wooden framli.[ 
over which the {kins are fewed. They manufa(;o';~ 
tme mats, and Lafkets of grafs, which are both 
{hong and beautiful. The re is, indeed, a neat ... 
nefs and perfection in moil: of their work, that 
thews they are neither ddicient in ingenuity nQr 
perle-,crance. 

~,\-e did not obferve a fire-place in anyone of 
tl1eir ha.bit:ll·lons. They are lighted, as well as 
heated, by 12mps; which, though fimple, ef
fettually an[wcr t;,e pllquC: for which they are 
in ,e:,ded. They confifl. of a fiat fione, hlllJowe~ 
(">1 one fide like a ~ 11t~; in tlie hollow part they 
put the oil, mixed v"itl~ fame dry grafs, whicb 
fetYes for a wid:. Eoth fexes often warm them .. 
felve5 over one of thefe lam t IS, by placing it be. 
~\'cr:n their legs, under their garments, and fit
ting thus over it for [',";eral minutes. 1 hefe 
people pronuce fire l-,.'"\th by collifion and attri
tion; the fira by· fi; Ik ing two fiones againil: each 
ot:ler, on aile of which a quantity of brimil:one 
has been prcyicn:lly rubbed. The latter meth~ 

is 
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IS performed by means of two picces of wood, 

one of which is fiat, and the other is a flick of 

the length of about a foot an(1 a half. They 

prefs the pointed end of the flick upon the ether 

piece, whirling it nimbly round as a drill, and 

thus fire is procured in a few minutes. Thi8 

method is common in mJny countries. It is nut 

only practiCed by thefe people, but al[o by ! L.' 
KamdChadales, the Greenlanders, the Otahei~e

ans, the New Hollanders, and tl,e Brazilians, 

and probably by other nations. Some men of 

learning and genius have founded all argument on 
this cuftom, to prove that this ;;nu that nation 
are of the fame extraCtion. But Gfual :~g,!·ee

ments, in a few particular i:litances, will not 
wholly authorize [ucn a concluilun ; nor, on the 

other hand, will a difagrec'ment, either ill manners 
or culloms, between two different nations, prove 
of courfe that they are of different extraction. 

vVe faw no offen five, nor even defel!five weapon 

among the natives of Oonalafhika. It C:l:1 fcarce

ly be fuppo[ed that the Ruffians found them in 

fueh a defel1celefs fiatc; it is rather to be im~gin_ 

ed, that, for their own fecurity, 'they ha\'e Lii{:· 

armed them. Political motives, likewi[r, may 
have induced the Ruffians Ilot to permit thefc 
i1lanclers to have any large canoes; forI we call 

hardly believe they had none Cuch originally, 'as 

we found them among all their neigh bours. 
However, 
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However, we obferved none here except two of 
three that belonged to the Ruffians. 

The canoes in ufe among the natives; are 

fmaller than any of thofe we had ften llpon the 
coaft of America, fr~m which, however, they 
differ but little in their conll:ruction. The form 
of thefe terminates fomewhat abruptly; the head 

is forked, and the upper point of the fork pro
jects .,vithout the under one, which is level with 
the fur face of the water. It is remarkable that 

they fhould th LIS confiruct them, for the fork 
g~neraJly catches hold of every thing that comes 
in the way; to prevent which, they fix a piece of 
fmall fiick from one point to the other. In other 
refpects they build their canoes after the manner 
of thofe of the Efquimaux and Greenlanders; the 
frame being of flender laths, and the covering of 
the /kins of feals. They are about twelve feet in 
length, eighteen inches in breadth in the middle. 
and twelve or fourteen inches in depth. They 

.fometimes carry two perfons, one of whom fits 
in the leat, or round hole, which is nearly in the 
middle; and the other is firetched at full length 

in the canoe. Round this hole is a rim or hoop 
of wood, about which gut /kin is iewed, which 

can be drawn together, or opened like a purft, 

with leathern firings fitted to the outer edge. 
The man fits in this place, draws the !kin tight 
about his body over his gut-frock, and brings 

the ends of the thongs, or purfe-firings, over his 
fuouldfr 
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th{)ulder. The fleeves of his frock are faftened 
tight round' his wrifts; and it being cloCe round 
his neck, and tbe hood being drawn over his 
head where his cap confines it, water cannot 
eafily penetrate, either into the canoe, or to his 
bouy. if, however, any water 1hould find means 
to infinuate itfelf, the boatman dries it up with a 

'piece of fpunge. He makes u[e of a double
bladed paddle, which is held with both hands in 
the middle, ftriking the water firft on one fide. 
and then on the other, with a quick regular mo
tion. Thus the canoe is impelled at a great rate, 
and in a -direCtion perfeCtly ftraight. In fail ing 
from Egooch1hak to Samganoodha, though our 
fhip went at the rate of [even miles an hour, two 
or three canoes kept pace with her. 

Their implements for hunting and f.fhing lie 
ready upon their canoes, under ftraps fixed for 
the purpofe. They are all extremely well made 
~f WOO? and bone, and are not very different 
from thoft: u[ed by the Greenlanders. The only 
difference is in the point of the mimle dart; 
which, in fome that we faw at this ifland, doe!> 
not exceed an inch in length; whereas thofe of 
the Greenlanders, according to Crantz, are about 
eighteen inches long. Indeed thefe darts as 

, well as fome other of their inftruments. are ex
tremely curious. Their darts are generally made 
of fir, and are about four feet in length. One 
end is formed of bone, into which, by means of 

VOL. lII.-N° 14. I a focket, 
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a focket, another fmall pit>ce of bone, which is 

barbed, is fixed, but contri ved in fuch a manner, 
as [0 l>t put in and taken out without trouble: 
this is fecured to the middle of the frick by a 
firona thOllah thin piece of twjne, compofed 

0' 0 

of finews. The bird, fiih, or other animal is no 
fooner {huck, thao the pointed bone flips out of 
the focket, but remains fixed in its body by 
means of the barb. The dart then ferves as a 
float to trace the animal, and alio contributes to 
fatigue it coniiderahly, fo that it is eafily taken. 
They throw thefe darts by the ailifrance of a thin 
piece 0; wood; twelve or fourteen inches long i 
the miJdle of this is flightly holIowed, for the bet
ter reception of the weapon; and at the termina
tion of the hollow, which does not extend to the 
end, is fixed a fl10rt pointed piece of bone, to 
prevent the dart from flipping. The other ex
tremity is furnifhed with a hole for the reception 
of the fore-finger, and the fides are made to 

coincide with the other fingers and thumb, ill 
order to grafp with greater firmnefs. The na
ti yes throw thefe darts to the diftance of eighty' 
or nin>ty yards, with gre.at force and dexterity. 
They are exceedin::;ly expert i'l /frriking fifh, both 
in the lea, and in rivers. They al[o ufe hooks 
and lines, nets and wears. The Hnes are form
ed of twilled fioews, and the hooks of bone. 

'Whales, porpofes, gr;(rnpufes, halibut, fword. 
fifh, falmon, trom, cod, foals, flatofith, and {eve

ral 
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ral other forts, are found here; and there may be 
many more that we had not an opportunity of 
feeing. Salmon and halibut appear to bt: in the 
greatefr plenty ; and on them the people of thefe 
iiles principally fubfift; at JeaH:, they were the 
only fort of fiih, except cod, that we ouferved to 
be laid up for their winter fiore. 

Seals, and all that tribe-of fea animals, are not 
.fa numerous as they are in many other feas. 
Nor can this be thought fuprizing, fince there 
Is hardly any part of the coaft, on either conti
nent, nor any of thefe iflands, fituate hetween 
,them, but what is inhabited, and whofe inhabi
tantshunt thefe animals for their food and cloth
·mg. Sea-horres are, indeed, to be found in 
prodigious numbers abJut the iee; and the fea
otter is fcaree any where to be met with but in 
this fea. An animal was fornetimes feen by us, 
tbat blew after the manner of whales. It had a 
head refemhling that of a feal. It was larger 
-than that animal, and its colour was white, with 
,dark fpots interfperft:d. This was, perhaps~ the 
.manati; or fea-cow. 
-Water fowls are neither found here in fueh 
.numbers, nor in fuch variety, ~s in the northern 
,pa!ts of the Arlantic Ocean. However, there are 
fame in thefe parts, that we do not recolleCl: to 
·have feen in other countries; particularly the 
-olea monDcbroa of Steller, and a black and white 
duck, which we judge to be different from ,the 

I 2 ftone-



i16 A VOYAbl: Tb THE 

frane-duck that Kra1heninikoff has defcribtd ;" 
his Hiftory of Kamtfchatka. All the other birds 
we faw are mentioned by this author, except forne 
which we obferved near the ice; and the greateR: 
part of thefe, if not all, have been defcribed by 
Martin, in his voyage to Greenland. It is lorn~
what extraordinary, that penguins, which are fo 
frequently met with in many parts of the world, 
fuould not be found in this fea. Albatroffes toO 

are extremely fca~ce here. 
The few land-birds feen by us are the fame 

with thofe of Europe; but there were probably 
many others which we had no opportuity of 
obferving. A very beautiful bird was fuot in 
the woods at Norton Sound; which, we under
fiand, is fometimes found in Englancl, and known 
by the appellation of chatterer. Our people faw 
other fmall birds there, but in no great abundance 
or variety; fuch as the bullfinch, the wood
pecker, the yellow-finch, and tit-moufe • 
. :, Our excurfions and obfervations being con
fined to the iea-coaft, we cannot be expeCted to 
have much knowledge of the animals or vegetables, 
of the country. There are few other infeCts be
fides mufquitoes, and we faw few reptiles except 
lizards. There are no deer at Oonala1hka, or 
any of the neighbouring illands; nor are there 
any domefiic animals, -not even dogs. Weafels 
and foxes were the only quadrupeds we ob
ferved; but the natives told us, that they had 

likewifc 
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likewife hares, and the marmot/as mentioned by 
Krafheninikoff. Hence it appears, that the in
habitants procure the greateil: fhare of their food 
from the fea and rivers. They are alfo indebted 

to the fea for all the wood which they ufe for 
building, and other necefTary purpofes; as there 
is not a tree to be feen growing upon any of the 
ifiands, nor upon the nt:ighl:!ouring co ail: of the 
continent. 

, The feeds of plants are faid to be conveyed, 
by various means, from one part of the world to 

another; even to iflands lying in the midil: of 
(!xtenlive oceans, ·and far diilant from any other 
lands. It is therefore remarkable, that there are 
no trees growing on t.his part of the American 
continent, nor upon any of the adjacent iOes. 
They are doubtlefs as well lituated for receiving 
feeds, by the various ways we have heard of, as 
thofe coails which have plenty of wood. Nature 
has, perhaps, denied to fome foils the power of 
railing trees, without the affifiance of art. With 
refpeCl: to the drift-,wood, upon the fhores of thefe 
iflands, we have no doubt of its coming from 

America. For though there may be none on the 
neighbouring coaft, a fufficient quantity may 
grow farther up the country. which may be 
broken loofe by torrents in the fpring, and brought 
down to the fea; and not a little may be convey
ed from the woody coafts, though fituated at a 

mOfe <;onfiderable diilance. 

~ ~. Plants 
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Plants are to be found in great variety at 
Oonalafhka. Several of them are fuch as we meet 
~th in Europe, and alfo in Newfoundland, an~ 
other parts of America; and others of them, 
which are likewife found in Kamtfchatka, are 
eaten by the natives both there and here. Of 
thefe, Krafheninikoff has favoured us with de~ 

fcriptions. The principal one. is the faranne, or 
lily root; which is about as hrge as a root of gar
lick, round, and compofed of a number of fmall 
cloves and grain;. \Vhen boiled, it fomewhat 
refem hlrs faloop; the tafie of it is not difagree~ 

able:. It does not appear to be in greal 
abunda~ce. 

\ 

Among the food of the natives we may reckot\ 
fome other wild roots; the fialk of a plant not un
like angelica; and berries of dIfferent fpecies. 
fuc h as cranberries, hUI tJe- berries, brambJe-ber~ 

I:". a.~d heath-berries; befides a fmall red berry\' 
\\ Lich, in Newfoundland, is denominated par
indge bLrt y ; alld another brown berry, with which 
we,vcre ullacquainted. This has fumewhat of 
the taae- of a 11oe, but is different from it in every 
other. re(?~.:1. \Vhen eaten in a conftderable 
quanlitv it is very afiringent. Brandy may b~ 

diililled from it .. Cal,rain Clerk endeavoured to 
pref~rve f:m1e; but they fermented, and becam~ 
as {hong ;1S if tbey had been fieeped in fpirits. 

There were {everal plants which were fervice
~ble tJ us~ but are not ufed either by the Ruffians 

or 
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or the natives. Thefe were pea tops, wild pur
llain, a fort of fcurvy-grais, crdfes, and a few 

others_ \Ve found all thefe very palatable, whe
ther drdfed in foups or in fallads. The vallies 
and low grounds abound with grafs, which grows 
very thiel., and to a great length. \Ve. are of 
opinion, that cattle might fubfift at Oonalafhka 
in every fe.ifun of the Year, without being houfed. 
The foil, in many places, appeared to be capahl(! 
of producing g:ain and vegetables. But, at pre
fent, the Ruffian traders, and the natives, [eem 
contented with the fpontaneous productions of 
pature. 

We obferved native fulphur among the people 
of this ifland : but we could nat learn where they 
procured it. We alfo found ochre, and a frone 
fhat affords a purple colour; befides another that 
gives a good green. This lafr, in its natural frate, 
is of a greyifh green hue, coarfe, and heavy. It 
readily ditfolves in oil; .but when it is put into 
water, it altogether lofes ~ts properties. As for 
~he frones abou~ the illorc and hilb., we perceived 
in'them nothing that was extraordinary. 

The Oonalaillkans inter their dead on the tops 
of hills, and raife ov~r th~ grave a little hillock. 
One of the natives, who attended Captain Cook 
in a walk into the country, pointed out feveral of 
thefe repofitories of the dead. There was one of 
them, by the fide of a road, that had a he. p of 

~ones over it ~ and all who raffe,d it, added a frone 
10 
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to the heap. In the country were feen {everal 
£lone hillocks, that feemed to have been Clltificial
ly raifed. Some of them were, to appearance, of 
great antiquity. 

\Ve are unacquainted with the notions of thefe 
people refpetting the deity, and a future fiate. 
We are equally uninformed with regard to their 
diverfions; having feen nothing that could give us 
an infigh t into either. -

They are extremely chearful and friendly a
mong each other; and they always treated us with 
great civility. The Ruffians faid they never had 
any connection with their women, on account -of 
their not being chriftians. Our people, however, 
were lefs fcrupu!ollS; and fame of them had rea
fan to repent, that the women of Oonalafhka en
couraged their addrelfes; for their health was in
jured by a diftemper that is not wholly unknown 
here. The ~atives are alfo fubject to the cancer, 
or a complaint of a fimilar nature, which thofe 
who are attacked by it are ftudious to conceal. 
They do not appear to be long-lived. We did 
not fee a perron, man or woman, whom we could 
fuppofe to be fixry yec1fS of age; and we obferved 
very few who [eem-d to exceed fifty. 

We h:iye occafionally mentionecl, from the 
time of our arrival in Prince William's Sound, 
how remlrkably the inhabitants on this north. 
weftern {ide of America refemble the Efquimaux 
and Greenlanders in various particulars' of p'er. 

fon, 
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[on, drefs, weapons, canoes, and the like. We 
were, however, much lefs firuck with this, than 
with the affinity fubfifiing between the dialeas 
of the Greenlanders and Efquimaux, and thofe of 
Oonalafhka and Norton's Sound. But we muil: 
obferve, with refpea to the words which were 
cpHeaed by us on this fide of America, that too 
much firefs is not to be laid upon their being 
accurately reprefented; for, after the death of 
Mr. Anderfcn, we had few who took any great 
degree of pains about fuch matters; ard we have 
often found that the fame word, written down by 
two or more perfons, from the mouth of the fame 
native, differed confiderably, on being compared 
togeth~r. Neverthele['j, enough is certain to au
thorize this judgment. [!-:at there is great reafon 
to fuppofe, that all theL nations are of the fame 
extraction; and if that be the cafe, there is little 
doubt of there being a northern communication by 
fea, between the weftern fide of America, and the 
eaftern fide, through Baffin's Bay; which com
munication, however, 1S perhaps efIeaually fhut 
up againft fhips, by ice, and other obftruaions; 
fuch, at leafi, Wi'S Captain Cook's opinion at this 
time. 

The tides in thefe parts are not \'ery confider
able, except in Cook's River. The fhod comes 
from 'the fouth or fouth-eafi, following the di
rection of the coaft to the north-weft. Between 
Cape Prince of Wales and Norton Sound we 

found 
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found a current fetting towards the north-weft~ 

particularly off that Cape, and within Sledge 
lfhnd. This current, however, extended but a 
little way from the coafi:, and was neither con
fiftent nor uniform. To the north of Cape Prince 
of Wales, we obferved neither tide nor current, 
either on the coaft of America, or that of Alia. 
This circumftance gave rife to an opinion which' 
fome of our people enterrained, that the two 
coafis were connected e;ther by land or ice; and 
that opinion received fome degree of ftrength, 
from our never having any hollow waves from the 
northward, and from ollr feeing ice almoft the 
whole way acrofs. 

From the obfervations made during our conti. 
nuance in the harbour of Samganoodha. its lati· 
tude is 53° 5' nOrth, and its longitude 193" 2~1 
45" ea.fl;. ' 

C HAP. 
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C HAP. XII. 

Departure from Samgtl1lOodha-Amogbta- An ele
vated Rock-Repafs the Strazt uel;;",'(11 UOlJalaJh
ka and Oonelfa-PrlJLeed to the Sou[b-One Mall 

killed, and three or four w;ullded on 'c,.11d the 
Difcov,ery-Mowee difco7.;ered !'iil!s /1' In the. \:a
Ji'lJl!s-A Vzjit from a Chief l' 7liled 'I errecobofJ 
-Owybee, an Jjland, difcovered --Ships ply to 
Windward-dn EC/ip/e of the J\~fon-Mip's Crew 
refuJe to tajie Sugar Cane Beer-C,,,,npar(ltive View 
of the Cnrdage in tbe Na~)y and .'Merchants Ser-

, fJ;ee..-Eulogium Ofi the Natives of Owyhee-'I he 
Rejolution a complljfhes the Intention -of getting tl), 

Windward of the Jjland-:rhe ProgreJs .--Vili/s 
from the Jjlanders-)uined by the Dijcovf1:Y-JlIr. 
Bligh eX!l;;zil,cS Karakakooa Bay-Alu!tlludes qf 
People-Anchor 'in the Bay. 

ON Monday the 26th of October, we failed 
from Samganoodha harbour, when, the 

wind being foutnedy, we frood to the weftward. 
We. intended to proceed to the Sandwich IDa,Js, 
in order to par.; a few of the winter months there, 
if we fhould meet with the necdfary refrefnments, 
and then advance in our progrefs to Kamtfr hatka, 
fo as [0 arrive there about the middle of May in 
the enfuing year. This· being dc::terlllincj ~n, 

~he Co~modore gave Captain Clerke infirucbons 
for 



U4- A V 0 Y AGE TOT H B 

for proceeding in cafe of feparation; Sandwich 
Wands being appointed for the firft place of ren
dezvous; and, for the fecond, PetropaulowikaJ 

in Kamtfchatka. 
Having got out of the harbour, the wind veer

inO'to the fouth-eafi, with which we were carritd 
b 

'to the wefiern part of Oonalafhka, by the even-
ing. Here the wind was at fauth, and we ftretc.h
ed to the weftward till the next morning at feven, 
at which time we wore, and flood to the eaft. The 
wind had now fo greatly increafed, as to reduce 
11S to our three comfes. It blew in he,vy fqualls, 
accompanied with rain, hail, and fnow. 

In the morning of the 28th, at about nine 
o'clock, Oonalafhka bore fouth-eaft, about four 
leagues diftant. The firength of the gale was 
much abated, and, towards the evening, infeo
fibly veered round to the eaft, and foon after gOt 
to north-eaft, increafing to a very hard galt', at
tended with rain. 

At half after fix, in the morning of the 29t~ 
we difcovered land, which we fllppofed to be the 
ifland Amoghtll. At eight, the wind having 
veered to the wefiward, we-could not weather the 
illand, and gave over plying; bearing away fOf 

Oonalalhka, in order to go to the north of it, 
not daring, in fo hard a aale of wind to attemoc 

b ,. ~ 

a paffage to the fouth-eaft of it. \Vhen we bore 

away, the land was about four leagt)es dinant, 
The longitude was 191 Q 17 I, and the latitude 53° 

38" 
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~Si. Tbe Ruffian map is very inaccurate in the 

fituatioll of this iiland. 
Steering to the north-eaft, we difcovered; at 

eleven o'clock, a rock, elevated like a tower, 

bearing north· north -eaft, at the diftance of about 

four leagues. The latitude was 53° 57', and the 

longitude '910 ~/. \re got fight of Oonalafhka 
about three in the afternoon, when we fhortened 
fail, and hauled the wind, being unable to get 
through the paffage before night. On the 20th, 
at day-break, having a very hard gale at weft
north-weft, with heavy fquaIls and fnow, we 
bore away under courfes, and clofe-reefed top
fails. About noon we were in the middle of the 
ftraigbt, and got through it at three in the after
noon, Cape Providence bearing weft-fouth-weil:; 
the wind at weil-north-weft, blew a ftrong gale, 
with fair weather. 

On the zd of November, the wind was at fouth ; 
and, in the evening, blew a violent ftorm, which 

occafioned us to bring to_ Several guns were 

fired by the Difcovery, which we immediately 

·anfwered. We loil: fight of her at eight, and faw 
her 110 more till eight the ne)Ct morning. She 
joined us at ten; when, the height of the gale 

being over, and the wind having veered to weft
north-weft, we made fail, and purfued our courfe 
to the fouthward. 

In the morning of Saturday the 7th, a (hag, 
or comorant, flew often round the (hip. As it 

is 
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is not ('ommon for thefe birds to go far oUt of the 
fight of ;:md, we fuppoftd there was forne at no 
great difta!1·~e; though "'Ie could not di!cover 
any. Having bur little wind in the afternoon; 
Co:;.' ain Clerke came on board with fome melan
che; Y JntdJigence. He informed us that, the fe~ 
cond flie he after we departed [rom Samganoodhai 
the 01:110 tack of the Difcovery gave way, by 
which ,cci,le"c one man was lcilh:d, and the boar:' 
fwain, with tlVO or three others, wounded. He 
ac'eJ, that his [lis and rigging received collli
dt- ,lble dam3i-oe on the 3d, and that he ,fired the 
grJS .1" a G~flal to bring to. 

On the t; [tl, Vie h.ld a gentle breeze at nort-h~ 
with cle:ar weather, On the 9th, we had eight 
hours calm, 'I 0 this fucceeded a wind from the 
f(lmh, accompanied With fair weather. Such of 
our t-e"Flt" as could handk a needle, were now 
eOlp· ytd to repa;rthe fails; and the carpenters were 
di: ~,:~ed t{, put the boats in order. 

At noon, on t,lt 12th, the win::l returned to 
the: 1.0nh'Yard._ and veered to the eaft on the 
15th, We: now faw a tropic bird, and a dolphin; 
the firft we had obferved in our paifage. On the 
17th; the WI"d ,as fouthward, where it remained 
till t!l<.': '9t h in the afternoon, when it was iii 
ita: 'v brought round by the 'weft to the north; 
by '\ fquall ot wind and rain. The wind incre.3fcd 
to a very fhong g;,it-, and brought us und~t 

doul)le reef~d lop-Jails. 1n lowering the main 
top-; 
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top-Cail, in order to reef it, the force of the wind 
tore it out of the foot-rope, and it was fplit in 
feveral parts. \re got, however, another top
fad to the yard the next morning. \Ye fteered to 
the fouthward till the ~5th, at day-light, when 
we were in the latitude of 20 0 551

• 

The next morning, at day-break, land was dif
covered, extending from fouth-fouth-taft to weft,
We flood for it, and at eight o'clock, it extended 
from fouth-eaft to welt, the nearelt part about 
two leagues dlftanr. We now percei\'ed that our 
difcovery of the group of the Sandwich Iflands had 
been very imperfect, thofe which we had viuted in 
our progrefs northward,. all lying to the leeward of 
our prefent itatioll. 

An elevated hill appeared in the country, whofe 
fummit rofe above tbe clouds. The land, from 
thil hill, fell in a gradllalflope, terminating in " 
freep rocky coall:; the fea breaking againft it in a 
'moil: dreadful furf. Unable to weather the iflandj 
we bore up, and ranged to the well:ward. We 
'nowperceived people on many parts of the {hore, 
and fe\'eral houles and plantations. The country 
"appeared to be well fupplied with wood and water; 

and ll:reams were feen, in various places, falling 
into the fea. 

It being.of the utmoll: importance to procure a 
proper fupply of proviuons at thele ifiands, which 
~uld nQt polfibly be accomplifhed, if a free trade 
with the natives were to be permitted; Captain 

Cook 
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Cook publifhed an order, prohiliiting ail perf oil, 
on board the fhips from trading, except thofe ap
pointed by himfelf and Captain Clerke; and thefe 
were under limitations of trading only for pro. 
vifions and refrefhments. Injunctions were alfo 
laid againft the admittance of women into the 
iliips, but under certain refirictions. But the evil, 
which was intended to have been prevented by this 
regulation, had already got amongft them. 

About noon, the coail extended from fouth. 
eafi to north-weft, the neareft fhore three miles 
difiant, in the latitude of 20° 59', and the Ion. 
gitude of 20311 50'. ~ome canoes came off, and, 
when they got along-fide, many of the condue., 
tors of them came into the fhip without hefita
tion. We perceived that they were of the [arne 
nation as thofe i11anders more to the leeward ., 
which had already been vilited by us; and, as 
we underfiood, they were no ftrangers to our 
having been there. It was, indeed, too evident; 
thefe people having got the venereal difeafe among 
them; which they prohably contraCted by an 
intercourfe with their neighbours, after we had left 
them. 

Our vifiters fuppiied us with a quantity of 
cuttle-fifh, in exchange for nails and iron. They 
brought but little fruit or roots, but faid they had 
plenty of them on their i11and, as well as of hogs 
and fowls. The horizon being clear, in the 
evening, we fuppofcd the wefternmoft land that 

we 
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wit could fee, to be an ifiand, diftinCt from t:;at 
bff which we how were. ExpeCting the native's 
would retiirn the next day, with the produce of 
their il1and, we plyed off the whole night, and 
fraod dafe ill hiore the next morning. At firft 
we were vi6ted but by few; bLlt~ towards noon, 
many of them appeared~ bringing with them po
tatoes, tarro, bread-fruit; plantains, and [mali 
pigs. all of which we~e bartered for -iron tools 
and nail.s;. we having few other ~rticles to give 
them. We traded with them till abotit four in 
ihe afternoon; at which time they had difpofed 
bf all their cargoes; and, not expreffirig any in
clinatiori to fetch m0rej we immediately made 
fail. 

On the 30th; in the afternoon, being off the 
north-taft end of the ifland; fome more canoes 
came off. Thefe principally beionged to Ter';' 
feedboo; a chief wno came irt one of them. He 
made the Commodore a prefent Cif two or three 
pigs; ahd we procured a little fniit by bartering 
with the other people: In about two hciurg they 

. all left us, except feven or eight who chofe to 
femain on hoard: Soon Meet, a double faiilng 
-canoe arrived co attend lIpon them, which we 
towed aftern the whole night. In tl1e evening, , 
another illand was feen to che ~indward, called, 
by the natives, Owyhet.Thar, which we had been 
off for rome days, was called Mflwee. 

VOL.IIt.--::N°, 14, K At. 
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At eight in the morning, on the I fl of De. 
cember, Owhyhee extended from fouth-edt to 
fouth wefl. Perceiving that we could fetch Owby
bee, we flood for it, wben our yifiters from Mo
wee thought proper to em bark in their c:moes, and 
went afhore. We fpent the night, flanding off 
and on, the llorthfide of Owhyhee. 

On the 2d of December. in the morning, to 
our great furprize, we faw the fummits of the 
mountains covered with fnow. Though tbey 
were not of an extraordinary height, the fnow, 

in fame places, appeared to be of a confiderable 
.depth, and to have remained there fome time. 
Dra'.'.'ng ne.ir the iliore, fome of the"nati9'e'S ap
proached us, who appeared a little ihy at firlt, 
but w" prevailed on fo:ne of them to come on 
board; and, at length, induced them to return 
to the ifland, to bring a fupp-ly of what we want

ed. We had plenty of company after thefe had 
re3ched the iliore, who brought us a tolerable 
fupply of pigs, [mit,' and roots. \Ve trad~d' 

with them till about fix in the evening, when we 
flood off, in order to ply to windward round rhe 
Wand. 

An ec1ipfe of the moon was obferved in the 
evening of the 4th. Mr. King ufed, for the 
purpo[e of obfervation, a night-telefcope,with a 
circular aperture at the object end. The Com
mod'Jre obferved with the telefcope of one of 
Ramfucn's fextants. 

In 
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Ih.the evening of the 6th, being near the fhore, 
and five leagues farther lip the coait, we again 
traded with the natives; but, receiving only a 
tlifling fupply, we nood in the next morning, 
when the number of our vifi:ers 1\'.1S confidlra Ie, 

with whom we trafficked till two in the after! ,,)n. 
We had now procured pork, fruit, and roots, rnf. 
ficient to fupply us ror four or five ,i.1)'5. \\e 
therefore made fail, and fiil! pI red ro \'. Indward. 

Captain Cook having procured a gre,t quan_ 
tityof fugar cane, and having, upon a trial, dlf. 
covered that a decoction of it made vcy PJ!a
table beer, he ordered fome of it to oe b~'~\V~ll 

for our general 11fe; but, on the broaching of 
the caiks, not one of the crew would even tafie 
it. The Commodore, having no other motive 
in preparing this beverage, than that of preferving 
our fpirits for a colder climate, neither exerted 
his authority, nor had recourfe JO pe~fuafion, to 

Induce them to drink it; well Knowing thar, fo 
long as we could be plentifully fupplied with 
other vegetables, there was no danger of the 
fcurvy. But, that he might not be difappointed 
in his views, he ordered that no grog fhould be 
ferved in either of the filips. The Commodore, 
and his officers, continued to drink this fugar
cane beer, whenever materials could be l)focured 
for brewing it. Some hops, which we had on 
board, improved it much; and, it was, doubt
lcfs, extremely wholefome; though the Captain's 

K 1. incon-
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inconfiderate crew,could not be perfuaded but 

that it was injurious to their health. 
Innovations, of whatever kind, 011 board a 

{hip, are fure to meet with the- difapprobati01l_of 

the felmen, though ever fo much to their advan· 
tage. Portable roup, and [om krout, were can· 
demned, at firll, as improper food for human 

beinas. Few commanders have introduced more 
b 

ufeful varieties of food and drink into their lhips, 
than Captain Cook has done. Few others, in

deed, have had the opportunities, or have been 
driven to the neceffity of trying fuch experi. 

ments. It was, neverthelefs, owing to certain 

deviations from eftablifhed practice, that he was 
enabled, in a great degree, to preferve his peo
ple from the fcurvy, a difiemper that has often 

made more havock in peaceful voyages, than the 
enemy in military expeditions. 

Having l;!:pt at lome diflance from the coaft, 
till the 13th, we flood in again, fix leagues more 
to windward; and, after trading with the na
tives who came olI to us, returned to fea. We 
al[o intended to have approached the {bore again 

on the 15th, to get a frelli fupply of fruit and 
roots; but the wind happening to be then at 

fouth-eaft, we embraced the opportunity of ftretch

ing to the eaflward, in oreer to get round the 
fouth-caft end of the ilhnd. The wind conti

nued at four-eall: the greatell: parr of the 16th; 
on the I jtll, it was variable; and on the 18[h, 

it 
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it was continually veering. Sometimes it blew 
in hard [quails; and, at other times, it was calm, 
with thunder, lightning, and rain. The wind 
was wefierly for a few hours in the afternoon; 
but it fhifted, in the evening, to eaLl: by fouth. 
The fouth-eafi point of the Wand now bore fomh. 
wefi by fauth, difiant about five leagues, and we 
expected that we fhould be able to weather it; 
but it became calm at one the next morning, and 
we were left wholly at the mercy of a north eafterl}' 
fwell, which greatly impelled us towards the land; 
infomuch, that, before morning, lights were fee~ 
upon the !hare, which was then at the diftance of 
about a league. It was a dark night, with thun
der, lightning, and rain. 

A breeze from the fouth-eaft fucceeded the 
calm at about three. blowing in fqualls, with 
rain. At day ... break, the coaft extended from 
north by weft, to fauth-weft by weft, about half 
a league diftant; a moft dreadful furf breaking 
"pon the fhore. We had certainly been in the 
mofi imminent danger; from which we were not 
yet feeure, the wind veering more eafterly; fo 
that, for a confiderable time, we were but juft 
able to keep our difiance from the coaft. Our 
fituation was rendered the more alarming, by the 
leach.rope of the main-tap-fail giving way, ill 
confequence of which the fail was rent in two; 
the top-gallant-fails giving way ill the fame man
I1Cr, )Ve [oon, however, got o(hers to the yards~ 

K. 3 and 
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and !efr the land aftern. The Difcovery was at 
fome diftance to the north, intirely clear from 
the land; nor did ihe appear in light till eight 
o'cil.rk. 

It is an obviolls remark, that the bolt-ropes to 
our fails are extremely deficient in ftrength or 

fubfiance. This has frequently been the fouree 
of infinite labour and vexation; and occafioned 
the lofs of much canvas by their giving way. 
It was, upon this occaGon, obferved ~y Captain 
Conk, that the cordage, canvas, and other fioresj 

made ufe of in the navy, are inferior, in general; 
to thofe ufed in the merchant fervice. 

The Commodore alfo obferved, that an op'" 
nion prevailed among all naval officers, that the 
king's (l"I'C'S were ~L1perior to any others; no 
fhip3 being fo well litted out as thofe of the navy_ 
Thty m~y be right, he admits, as to the quan .. 
ti'Y; "lit, ~1e apprehends, not with refp~a: to the 
qlJ~jity of ti,e flares. This, indeed, it not often 
tried; for thtfe things are ufually condemned, 
or converted to other ufes; before they are half 
worn Olit. Only fll< h voyages as ours afford an 
opportunity of making the trial; our fituation 
being fuch, as t,l render it necetrary to weal' 
every thing to the extreme '" . 

... Captain Cook, in this particular, appears to be mif. 
r,l.;cn; the beft of cordage being made in the king's yard. 
In time of war, inded, when the cordage is, from neceffilY. 
fup,licJ by contraCt, fome of an inferior quality may fame, 
limes be made. -

WheQ 
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\Vhen day-light appeared, the natives afilore 
exhibited a IV hite flag. as a fignal, we imagined, 
of peace and friendfuip. M any of then, ventured 
out after us ; but, as the wind frefuened, am! we 
were unwilling to wait, they were prefently left 
aacm. In the afternoon, ',ve made another attempt 
to weather the eaftern extreme, in which we bile]; 

when the Commodore gave it up, and ran down 
to the Difcovery. 

Our getting round the iiland was, indeed, a 
matter of no importance; for we had feen the ex
tent of it to the fourh-eait, which was all the 
Commodore aimed at; the natives having in
formed us, that there was no other ifland to the 
windward of this. But, as we were [0 near ac
complifuing our ,:efign, we did not entirely aban
don the idea of weathering it, and continued to 
ply. 

At noon, on the 20th, the fouth-eaft point bore 
fouth, at the di1tance of three leagues. The 
fnowy hills bore weft-north-weft; and we \V~re 

within four miles of the neareft fuore. \Ve're 
vifited, in the afternoon, by fome of the nail Yes, 
who came off in their .canoes, bringing with them 
pigs and plantains. The latter were highly ac
ceptable, we having been without vegetables i or 
fome days; but this was fa inconfiderable a [up
ply (~ardly fufficient for one day) that wc ftood 
in the' next morning, til! within about four rll ile, 
of the land, when a number of canoes came off 

K + laden 
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-laden with provifions. The people in them con~ 

tinued trading with us ~ill four o'clock in the af· 
ternoon; at which time we had got a good (up
ply; we therefore m~de fail, firetching off to the 
northward. 

We met with lefs referve and fufpiciol1, in our 
intercourfe with the people of this illand, than 
~e had ever experienced among any tribe of fa
vages. They frequently rent up into the ihip" 
the articles they meant to barter, and afterwards 
~ame in themfelves, tq traffick on the quarter cleck~ 
The inhabitants of Otaheite, whom we have fa 
often vifited, have not that confidence in our in,
~egrity. ' Whmce it may be inferred, that thofr: 
of Owhyhee are more faithful in their dealing~ 
,with eaeh other,' than the Otaheitan~. ' , 

It is Lut juflice to obferve, that they never at
'teqlpted to over-re3ch us in exchanges, nor to, 

commit a fingle theft~ They perfettly under ... 
f{r.nd tran,jng, ::nd clearly comprehended the rea. 
fan of our l~ ~ :ng upon the co~ft. ' For, though 
they hou!:;,)l ), f,lenty of pigs, and other provi:-, 
£0"5, they were: particular in keeping up' their, 
price; anJ" rather than ~li1il()fe uf them at an un~ 

0,' :, \', au 13 carry them to iho~e again~' , , 
At ,j,;ht in rhe morninO' of the 2zd we tacl,-

~ , '.. . 
lU ~o the fouth','Jrd. At noon, the fno~y peak 
bore fouth·weft. \,~c ftood to the fouth~a{t' till 
~id;l:ghr, when we tacked t~ the north tin four. 

W~ h,"u' hopes of weathering ~he' i1land, and 
~oul~ 
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fhould have fucceeded, if a calm had not enfl1ed~ 

!lnd left us to the mercy of a [well, which illl' 
pelled us towards the land, from \\ hich we were 
not above the diftance of two leagues, Some 
light puffs of wind, hpwever, took us out of 
danger. Whilft we lay in this fituation, [orne 
ifianders carne off with' hogs, fowls, ar.d fruit. 
:From one of the canoes we got a goofe, whicIl 
was not larger than a Mufcovy duck. The co
lour of irs plumage was dark grey, and the bill 
and legs were black. 

After purchafing what the natives had brought 
off, we made fail, and ftretched to the north. 
At midnight, we tacked and ftood to the [outh., 
eaft. Imagining the Difcovery would fcc us 
tack, we omitted the fignal; but it afterwards 
appeared that fue did not fee us, and continued 
~anding to the north; for, the next morning, at 
pay-light, fue was not to be feen. But, as the 
weather was now hazy, we could not fee far; it 
was therefore pollible that the Difcovery might 
be following us. At noon, we were in the lati
tude of 19 0 55', and in ,the longitude of 2050 3'; 
and we were two leagues from the neareft part of 
the Wand. In the evening, at fix, the fouthern_ 
moO: part of the ifland bore fomh·weft, the ncar
eft thore about feven miles diftant. We had, 
therefqre, now fucceeded in our endeavours, in 

• . - --1 ,.,f the ifland. 

The 
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The Difcovery was not yet within fight, but 

as the wind was favourable for' her to follow us, 
we expected fhe would !hartly join us. \Ve kept 

cruiiing off this point of the iilan'd, till Captain 

Clerke was no longer expeCted here. It was, at 

length, conjet1ll1'ed, that he was gone to leeward, 

in ordt:r to meet us that way, not having been 

'"ble to weather the north-eaft part of the il1and. 

Keeping generally from five to ten leagues 

from the lapd, only one canoe came. off tous till 
the 28th; at \ ... bich time we were attended by 
abollt a dozen, bringing, as ufual, the 'produce 
of the illand. \',~ e w,re concerned that the peo. 

pIe had been at the trouble of coming-, as we 

could not pofflbly trade with them. not having 

yet conCumed our former fl:ock; and experience 

Iud convinced us, that the hogs could not bit 
kept alive, nor the roots be many days preferved 
fr{Jm putrefaction. \Ye meant, however, not to 

leave this part of the ifla;-,d till we had got a [up. 

ply, as we could not eafily return to it, if it 
fhould hereafter be found necelf .. ry. On the 30th, 
we began to be in w~nt, but a calm pr,evented us 

fram approaching tbe fhore, A oreeze, howeveli. 
fprun; up at midnight, which enabled us to ftand 
in for the land at day-break. At ten o'clock the 
iilanders vifited us, bringing with them a quan.
tity of fruit and roots, but only three fmall pigs. 
Ti::, rc.mty fupply was) perhaps, occafioned by 

our 
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our not having purchafed thofe which had latdy 
been brought off. 

For the purpoits of traffic we brought to, but 

we were fhorily interrupted with an exceffive 
rain; and, indeed, we were too far from the fhore; 

nor could we venture to go nearer, as v'e c(\uld 

not, for a moment, depend upon the wind's ("In
tinuing where it was. The f\.'ell, tO I " was,,
tremely high, and fet obliquely upon the ill, "~' 

where it broke in a mOrl frightful :~4. \4,' h~d 

fine weather in the eveniDl,;, and p.iIed ':It [light 

in m~ng bflards. Before ddyb;-I'a~" on 'le 

Ifl: of January, 1779, tbe atmc:rhere \\".is l~[jt'n 
with heavy clouds; and the new yt'ar \\3S uO',-r

cd in Wilh a heavy rain. We had a ',ht b'cze 
foutherly, with fome calms., At t'~I', t"e :n 
ceafed, the iky Lecame clear, and the wind frdh
ened. 

Being now about four or five fr.l'es 'I'll;] the 
fuort', fome canoes arrived with hogs, fruit, and 
roots. We traded with the people in ,1,(> c'n,-'" 

till three in the afternoon; when, being P' '1 
well fuppLed, we m;~de f :1, in OrJtT i.O pro

ceed to the lee fide of (he Ifbnd, in fearch of ,he 
Difcovery. We ftretched to the caft"'ard, till 

.U1idnight, when the windfli'oured '15, and we 
went upon the other tack. 

The 2d, 3d, and 4th, were paffed in rllr: ,ing 
down the fOllth-eaft fide of the iIL"d, n;'I,dul,'?; 

Qff and on during the nights, and emplo} JOe r ,rt 

of 
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of each day in Iayif1g to, to gi\·e the natives 311 

opportunity of trading with us. They frequently 
came off to us, at the dithnce of five leagues 
from the {hare, but never brought much with 
them, at thofe times, either from a fear' of ]ofing 
their articles in the fea, or from the uncertainty 
of a marker. '" e procured a quantity of fait, 
Qf a moft excellent quality. 

In the morning of the 5th, we paffed the fOllth 
}Joint of the ifIa,nd, in the latit\lde of J go 54', 
beyond which the I;:oaft trends north 60° ~efi. A 
Jarge virIage j~ fituated on this point, many of 
wl10fe inhabitants thronged off to the 1hip with 
hogs and women. The latter could not poffibly 
b{: prevented from coming on board; and they 
Wfre I~rs referved than any women we had eve~ 
feen. They feemed, indeed, to have vifited us 
with no oth~r vie\y than to tender us their ~er~ 
ions. 

Having now got a quantity of faIt, we pur
chafed only fuch· hogs as were large enough -for 
falting; refuting all thofe that were under fize, 
But we could feldom procure elllY that exceeded 
the weight of fixry pounds~ HarPily for us •. we 
had frill fome vebo-etables remainino- as we were . b' 

now fupplied with but few of thofe produCtions. 
Indeed, from the appearance of this part of the 
'::CJl!:~try, it feemed incapable of affording them. 
:Evident marks prefented themftlves of its havin& 
peen laiJ waite by the ;:xploficn of a volcaflO/~ 

~m' 
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and though we had not then feen any thing of 
the kind, the devaftation it bad made in tbe 
neighbourhood was but two villble. 

'Though the {;oaft is fueltered from the reign

ing winds, it had no anchorage; a line of an 

_hundred and fixty fathoms not reachiilg the bot
tom within half a mile of the fhore~ The na

tives having now left us, we ran a few miles 

down the, coaft in the evening, and palfed the 
9ight in ftanding off and on. 

We were again vifited by the natives the next 
morning. They came laden with the fame arti
cles of commerce_ as before. Being not far from 

the 1hore, Captain Cook fent Mr. Bligh, in a 
boat in order to found the coaft, and alfo to go 
alhore in fearch of frefil water. He reported, 
on his return, that, within two cables lengths 
bf the fhore, he found no foundings with a line 
bf one hundred and fixty fathoms; that, on tbe 
land, he could difcover no flream or [pring; that 
there was iome rain water in holes, upon the 
rocks, which the [pray of the fea had rendered 

brackiili; that the whole fur face of the country 

Was compofed of flags and ailies, interfperfed 

with a few plants. 

To our great fatisfafrion, the Difcovery mJde 
its appearance between ten and eleven, coming 

round the fouth point of the i!land, and fhe join

ed us about one. Captain Clerke then came on 

DoarJ the Refolution, and acquainted us, that 
having 
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havin~ crui[ed fOlif or five days where we were 
frr.\rated, he plied round the eaft fide of the 
ifL:ld; where m:ting wi~h unfavourable winds. 
he had been Cl I vcn to [on,c diftance from the 
co aft. One of the iflanders continued on board 
the whole time, at his own requdl:, having re
fufed to leave the iillP, though opportunities had 
prerented themftlves. The night was [pent in 
ftanding off and on. In the morning, we ftood 
in again, and were vifited by many of the na
tives. At noon, the latitude was 19° I', and the 
longitude 2030 21)'; the neareft part of the ilIand 
two leagues diftant. On the 8th, at day-breakl 

we perceived, that whilfi we were plying in the 
nicC hi, the currents had carried us back confide
fably to windward; and that we were now off the 
fauth-weft point of the ifland, where we brought 
to, in order to enable the inhabitants to trade 
\vith us. 

The night was fpent in ftanding off and on. 
Four men and ten women, who came on board 
the preceding day, were with us ftill. The 
Commodore not liking the company of the lat
ter, we ftood in fhore, on the 9th, abOUt nooll; 
folely with a view of getting rid of our guefts ~ 
when, fame canoes coming ofr, we embraced 
that opportl;Jnityof fending them away. 

On the loth, in the morninO" we had light 
0' 

airs from north-weft, and calms; at eleven, the 
wind frefhened at nonh.nanh-weft, which fo 

, gready 
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greatly retard,ed us, that, in the evening, at eight, 
the fomh li10wy hill bore north, I -~ 0 caO:. 

At four o'clock in the morning of the lith, 
the wind being at weft, we approached the brd, in 
expeCtation of getting fome re~-rd11lnents. The 
natives, fee;ng us [0 near them, btgan to come 
ofT, and ~e continued trading with them the \\h'ole 
day; ti-'l'ugh we procured but a \'cry [cant)" [UFply, 
many of thole who came off in their canoes, not 

having a fingle thing to barter. 'From this circllm
fiance, it appeared, that this part of the illand was 

extremely poor, and had already furniilil:d t:,' with 
every thing they could fpare, 

The 12tl1 was employed in plying off and on, 
with a 'frcili gale at weft. A mile from the fhore 
we found ground, at the depth of fifty-five £'1-
thorns. At five, we ftood to the fouthlVard, and 
at midnight we had a calm, The next morning, 
at eight, \ve had a fmall breeze at fouth· [Ol.:tll

taft, and fteered for the Jand. 
A few canoes came off to us with fame h065 ; 

but they brought no \'cge[3ble5, which were now 
mt::ch wanted. In the evening, we had got the 
len::;;th of the fouth-weft point of tbe il1and, but, 
by the veering of the wind, we loU in the nighc 

all that we had gained in the day. Being in tLe 
• fame fituation the next morning,' fume more ca
'"noes attel1ded us; but they brought nothing 

VI h ieh we flood 'in need of. \Ve were now defti
rute df roots and fruit, and therefore obliged to 

have 
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have recourfe to Ollr fea provifions. Some ca
noes, however, arrived from the northward, which 
fupplied Us with fome hogs and roots. 

On the J Eth, we had variable light airs till fiYe 
in the afternoon, when a breeze at eail-north.taft: 

fprung up, and enabiecl us to fleer along fu11re to 
the northward. The weather was this day reo 
markably fine, and we had plenty of company j 
many of whom continued with us on board ail 
night, and their canoes were towed a1l:ern. Od 
the 16th, at day-break, feeing the appearance of 
a bay, the Commodore fent Mr. Bligh, with a 

hoat from each {hip, to Curvey it; being noft 

about three leagues off. 

Canoes arrived from all quarters; intomutH 

that, by ten o'clock in the morning, there were at 
leaft a thoufand about the two {hips, crouded 
",ith people, and laden with hogs and other pta
vifions. \Ve were perfectly convinced of their 

having no holl:iie intentions; not a tingle perfon 
having a weapon with him of any fort. Trade 
and curioiity were their only inducements to vifii 
us. Such numbers as we had frequently o'n board •. 
it might be expected that fome of them {houle! 

betray a thievifh difpofilion. One of them took 
3liOat's rudder from rhe {hip, and was not de
tee. j till it was too late to recover it. <;;aptaia 

( ,k imagined this to be a proper opportunity 
) thew rhtfe iUanders the ufe of fire arms; twd 

<lr three mulql1ets, and as many four pounderS'i 
wercr_ 
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were, by his orders, fired over the canoe which 
went away with the rudder. But, as the 1hot was 
not intended to take effect, the fmrounding mul
titude were more furprized than frightened. 

Mr. Bligh, when he returned in the evening, 
reported, that he had found a bay with good an
chorage, and fre111 water, in a deJi.rable fituation . 

. Into thi, bay, the Commodore determined to take 
his fhips, in order to refit, and fupply ourfelves 
with refre1hments. At the approach of night, 
the moft confiderable part of our vifitors retired 
to the {hare; but many, at their own earndl re
quefr, were permitted to fleep on board. C ,Jlio
fity, at lean with fome of them, was not the only 
motive, for feveral articles were miffing the next 
morning; in confequence of which, the Com

modore came to a refolution not to admit fo [;-", y 
on any futGre night. 

On the 17th, at eleven in the forenoon, we 
anchored in the bay, called by the natives ,'\'O,UI,:,I

tooa, within a quarter of a mile of the nortb-caft 
1hore. The fQuth point of the bay L'c:,ning {ollth 

by wea, and the north poine \'.dl half north. 
After '.','e were moored, tbe 1hips continued much 
crouded with the natives, and furroulJed by a 
vaft multitude of canoes, In the cour[: of our 
voyages, we had no where feen fuch vail: nllilib:rs 
of people affembled at one place. Btfid,,- [' ufe 
who viUted us ill c.,i1oes, all the f11,;re was cover
ed with fpectators, and hundreds wt;re fwimL"Hlg 

YOI,-. Hl.--- ... ? IS. L a l;,.d.C 
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about the !hips, like !hoals of fi!h. We weF~ 

ihuck with the lingularity of this fcene; and few 
of us lamented that we had not fucceeded in o~r 
late endeavours, to find a northern palfage home~ 
ward. To this difappoinrment we were indebt
ed for reviliting the Sandwich Ijlands, and for 
enriching our voyage with a difcovery, in many 
refpeB:s, the moB: important that has been mad~ 
by Europeans in the Pacific Ocean. . 

A V oy-
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JOURNAL OF THE TRANSACTIONS ON RETURN

ING TO THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

C HAP. I. 

Karakakcoa Bay defcribed-Multiludes of tbe Na· 
tives- Jurround the Sbips-Defpotic Authority of 
the Chiefs over the infErior People-A l~fit 7"e
ceived from Koah--DeJcription of the Morai at 
Kakoa-Offering made to Captain Cook at the 
Marai-1I1r. King erea, ObJervatories-'1be Spat, 
Cln which they are /duated, tabooed-Jl'dJ~d 'f 
cllring Meat in Tropical Climales- Somty r/ 
Priefls accidentally dir{o~'ered --- I heir ,".;u,;ifi

ance---Ceremany at the Reaprien if Capldiiz 
D;o,~-Mean Artifice rf Koah-Arrival of -ter
reeoboo-'Ihe Bay tabooed upon that Occ,?jhn
Bring the inhabi:ants t.? Obedllnce, by jirinx a 
Mufquet - Remm Kable Cer.liolY - Vijit fre)l 
Cferreeoboo-Captaill Co('k returns it.. 

T HE Bay of Karakakooa is Iitllated in the 
diftr;Et of Akona, on the weil. fide of the 

in~nd of Owhyhee. It extends about a mile in 
. L ~ depth, 
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depth, and is bounded by two points of bnd, 
bearino- [outh·eall and north-wefl from each other,! 

b ~ 

at th.: dill:wce 0" h;:df a le"St:c. The north point' 

is. ~~t and barren, 011 which is fituate~ the villag.c::~ 
ot 1"\.0\'.[0\. a. A more confiderable village, called) 
KakoClJ, ft1l1ds in the bOltom of the bay, near a 
~rove of fbtel), Cocol-trees. A high rocky cli~1 
inlccel1ible frol11 the [e<l-111 ore, runs between 
them. Near the co,lll, on tbe fauth-fide, the; 
Lnd hJS a n :~~:~:d appear ance; beyond which the i 
country 2Y2 1,:uJlly riies, and abounds with CUlti7l 
Y:ltl:d inclofnl":, a:1d groves of cocoa-trees. The I 

hal!itat:ons of the jwrlle are {cattered about in' 
great plenty. Round the hay the Ihore is cover-] 
eJ with a l,bck coral rod" e;;cept ;Jt Kakooa~,l 
\\:lClT t:lciC is ::n c;.:Ctlkllt f;Jn:ly Leach, with i 
_-"Ic;'{~': at one extren' i:y, and a (pring of freilil 
\ .. Jter at the c::kr. '.'.'e rfloored at the north fidei 
(d: tl.;; h::', ,,1:cl \, i,h:n a qu::rter of a mile frol~1 
th: :'"ore. 

Tl.l' i::'ut,:t'>1t', r~:'(("\';I1~; our inteJ.tion t() 

:-l1;t::,or il; till' :'~\'. ("me elf in aftoniDling num
~'2r', l::~1:(!;:::g t::(ir;o), by fioging, Iholltingt 
::1,; :;1': l;~(;!'t C:."Jv:',2Jnt gdbrts. The decks, 
1;,1,,<, a1K] :;C:~:, S3 of our ;:);PS were covered wit~. 
l:,·i~1. .,','l ';:,); :.rd b:--:,s, who were unable to' 

["ccure c;-;c~s. c;,rr:e f':, ::;m::ng rou'1d us il\ 
L.!C;l !"''J:i:,~:d"s; ~0:;lC 'f '.I'bom, not finding~ 

f,om tJ ,I:t: 0:1 :o~r,:, :'<T,l;:~,J themfdves the,' 

On~ 
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One of the chiefs, who vifited the Refolution. 
was nlmed Pareea. Though a young man, we 
[oon difcovered him to be a perfon of great 
authority. He told Captain C'Juk that he was 
Jakane ii, to the fovereign of the ifland, who was 
then on a military expedition at Mowee; whence 
he was expeCted to return in a few days. Some 
prefents from the Commodore attached him to 
our interefts, and we found him exceedingly ufe

ful to us. Before we had been long at anchor; 
the Difcovery had fo many peaple hanging on 
one fide. that {he was obferved to heel confidcr
ably; and our people found it impoffible to pre
vent the crowds from preffing into her. Captain 
Cook, apprehenfive that {he might receive fome 
injury, communicated his fears to Pareea, who 
infiantly cleared the ihip of its incumberances, 
and difperfed the canoes that furrounded her. 

From this circumftance, it appear3 that the 
Chiefs have a moft defpotic authority over the in
ferior people. An inftance, fimilar to this, hap
pened on board the Refolmian; where the crowd 
fo far impeded the ordinary bufinefs of the fhip, 
that we found it neceiIary to apply to Kaneena, 
another chief, who had alfo attached himfelf par
ticularly to Captain Cook. The inconvenience 
we fuftered was no fooner mentioned, than he 
ordered - the natives immediately to quit the vef-

" We could not learn with certairny whether this was a 

name of office, or exprdu\'e of rome degre~ of affinity. 

L 3 fel; 
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fel; when, without a moment's hefitation, we faw 

them all jump over-board; except one perfon, 
who loitered behind, and, by his manner, ex· 
preffed fome degree of unwillingnefs to obey. 
Kaneena obferving this contempt of his authority, 
took holJ of him immediately, and threw him 

into the fea. 
Thefe two chiefs were exceedingly well propor. 

tioned, and had countenances remarkably plear. 
ing. Kaneena, whofe portrait was drawn by Mr. 
\Vebber, was as fine a figure as can be feen. His 
height was about fix feet, his features were regu· 
lar and expreffive, hi~ deportment was eafy, firm, 
and graceful, and he had dark lively eyes. 

Mention has already been made, that while 
we were cruizing off this it1and, the inhabitants 
had aCted fairly and honeftly, without manifefting 
the leaft propenfity to theft; which was the more 
remarkable, becaufe thofe with whom we had 
llitherto had any dealings, were people of the low· 
eft rank, [uch as fifhermen or fervants. The cafe 
was now exceedingly altered. The multitude of 
il1anders, who blocked up every part of the !hip', 
afforded opportunity of pilfering wilhout danger 
of difcovery, and even if detet1:ed, muft have 
efcaped with impunity from Ollr inferiority in 
number. To the encouragement of their chiefs, 
this alteraticn might alfo be attributed; for, as 
we frequently traced the booty into the poffeffion. 

of 
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of fame great men, there is little doubt but thefe 
dep.redations were made at their inftigation. 

The Refolution having got into her ftation, the 
two chiefs, Pareea and Kaneena, brought a third 
on board, whofe name was. Koah. He was re
prefented to us as a prieft, and one who, in his 
early days, had difiinguifhed himfelf as a warrior. 
He was a little old emaciated figure, having fore 
r~d eyes, a.nd his body covered with a leprous 
fcurf, occafioned by the immoderate ufe of the 
twa. Being conduCted to the cabin, he ap
proached the com:nodore with the greateft de
ference, threw a piece of red cloth over his 
fhoulders, and retre~ting a few paces, made an 
Offering of a fmall pig, at the fame time pro
nouncing a difcour[e of a confiderable length. 

During out continuance at Owhyhee, this 
ceremony was repeated often, and from a variety 
of circumftilllces, appeared to us to be a kind of 
religious ad<iration. Red cloth is an article with 
which their idols are arrayed, and a pig is their 
common offering to' the Eatooas. Their fpeeche~ 
were delivered with a volubility that indicated 
them to be conformable to fome ritual. 

At the conclufion of this ceremony, Koah dined 
with the Commodore, and eat plentifully of the 
viands before him; bur, like moft of the iilanders 
in thefe feas, he (ouM hardly be induced to tafre 
our wine or fpirits a feeond time. In the even'
ing, the Commodore, Mr. King, and :r~r. Baily,~ 

L 4- accompanied 
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accompanied him on ilion:. As foon as we land

ed all the beacb~ we were preceded by four men, 
bearing each a wand tipt with dog's hair, and 
pronoullci,lg, with a loud voice, a iliort fen
tence, in which the word Orono ':to was verydif
tinguiiliable. The crowd, which had affembled 
on the iliore, retired at our approach; and not an 
individual was to be feen, except a few who had 
profrrated themfdves on the ground, near the 
habitations of the adjacent village. 

Before we relate an account of the peculiaP 
ceremonies refpetting the adoration paid to Cap
tain Cook, it may not be unneceffary to defcribe 

the Mora;, already mentioned, fituated on the 
beach at Kaleooa. It confified of a fquare (olid 
pile of fiones, of the length of forty yards, the 
breadth of twenty, and the height of fourteen. 
The top of it was flat, and a wooden rail fur
rounded it, on which were difplayed the ikun,' 

of thofe natives, who had been facrificed : on the 
death of their chids. A ruinous wooden build
ing was fituated in the centre of the area, con-, 
nefred with the rail by a ilone wall, dividing -the 

whole fpace into two parts. Five poles, of .about 
twenty feet in height, fllpported an irregular kind 
of fcaffold, on the fide next the country; and, 

* This was Captain Cook" general appellation aqlon, 
the nat: ves of Owhyhee. Sometimes it Il'as applied by them 
to an im illble being inhabiting heaven. It was.alfo a title of 
great rank in the il1and. 

on 
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on the fide towards the fea, were two fmall 
houfes, with a covereu communication. 

Koah conducted us to the top of this pile. At 

our entrance we beheld two large wooden imag~s, 
with moil: dillorted features, having a long piece 

of wood, proceeding from the top of their heads, 
of a conicli form inverted; the other parts were 
covered with red cloth. Here Captain Cook \I.<lS 

Teceivr;d by a ~ tall young man, having a long 

beard, who pre[cnted him to the images, and 
chanted a kind of hymn, in which he was affified 
by Koah. \Ve were then led to that fide of the 
Morai where the poles were ereBed; at the foot 
of which twelve images were ranged in the form 
·of a femicirc!e; the middle figure having a high 
table before it like the lVlzatla of Otaheite, on 
which we faw a putrid hog, and under it {'me 
cocoa-nuts, plantains, potatoes, bread-fruit, amI 
pieces of fugar-cane. The Commodore was can· 

dutted under this fiand by Koah; who, taking 
down the hog, held it towards him; when, h~lV- . 

ing again addreffed him in a long and vehement 
fpeech, he fuffered it to fall upon the grounc, 
.and afcended the fcaffolding with him, though at 

the peril of their falling. 
, We now beheld, advancing in folemn prace!: 
fion, and entering the top of the lldQrai, ten men 

bearing a live hog, and a piece of large red cloth of 
confiderable dimenfions. Advancing a few paces, 
they flopped, and 11fofirated themfelYCs; :ll1d 

K:tiretk:"'C':l , 
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Kaireekeea, the tall young man alreacy mehtiod'; 
ed, approaching them, received the cloth, and 
carrieJ it to Koah, who wrapped it round the 
Commodore, and made him an offering of the 

hog. 
Captain Cook was now aloft, in a fituation 

truly whimfical, fwathed in red cloth, and hard
ly able to keep his hold in the rotten fcaffolding~ 
1 n this fituation he was entertained with the 
chanting of Koah and Kaireekee:l, fometimes in 
concert, and fometimes alternate! y. After this 
office was performed, which was of confiderable 
duration, Koah let tbe hog drop, and he and the 
Commodore immediately defcended. He then 
condlld:ed him to the images jufi mentioned, to 
each of which he expreffed himfdf in a: fn'eering
tone, [napping his fingers at them as he paffed; 
He then prefented him to that in the centre j 
which, from j:s being habited in red cloth ap
peared to be i:1 the higheft efiimation. He feli 
proftrate before this figure, and kiffed it, fe
quefiing Captain Cook would do the fame; which 
he readily fubmitted to, being determined to fol;. 
Jow Koah's dired:ions throughout the whole of this 
ceremony. 

\Ve were now conveyed into the other divifion' 
of the Morai, where a fpace, of about twelve feet 
[quare, was funk three feet below the level of the 
area. We defcended into this, and the Com
modore was immediately feated between two idoln 

one 
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one of his arms being fupported by Koah, and 

Mr. King was requefted to fupport the other. A 
{econd proceffion of natives, at this time, arrived 

with a baked hog, a pudding, fome cocoa-nuts, 
bread-fruit, and other vegetables. As they drew 

near, Kaireekeea placed himfelf before them, and 

prefemed the hog to the Commodore, in the ufual 
. manner; chanting as before, and his companions 

making regular refponfes. Their fpeeches and 

refpon[es, we obferved, grew gradually {horter and 
{horter, aDd, towards the concluiion, Kaireekeea's 

did not exceed three or four words, which was 
anfwered by the word ~rono. 

At the concluiion of this offering, the nati ,-eS 
feated themfelves frooting us, and began [0 cut 

up the baked hog, to break the cocoa-nuts, and 
to peel the vegetables. Others were employed 
in brewing the (Iva, by chewiog it in the fame 
manner as at the Friendly Illaods. Kaireekeca 

then chewed part of the kernel of a COCOl-nut, 

and wrapped it in a piece of cloth, with which 

he rubbed the Captain's head, face, hands, arms, 

and {boulders. The ava WilS afterwards handed 
round, and when we hall all tafted it, Koah and 

Pareea pulled the fldh of the hog in pieces, and 
proceeded to put [orne of it into our mouths. 

Mr. King had no particular objeclion' to being 
, fed by Pareea, who was remarkably cleanly in his 

perfon; but Captain Cook, to whom a piece was 

prcfented by Koah, could not fwallow a mor(e], 
the 
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the pu~rid hog. being llrong in his recojlea:ion; 
and as the old man, from motives of civility, had 
chewed it for him, his n:luctance was much 

increafed. 
This ceremony being concluded, we quitted 

the lvlorai, after dillributing among the populace 
fome pieces of iron, and other arric!es, with which 
they were much delighted. We were then con
ducted, in proceffion to the boats; the men, 
with wands, attending, and pronouncing fen
tences as before. Moll of· the natives again re
tired, and the remaining few prollrated themfelves 
as we paired along the !hore. 

\Ve went immediately on board, full of the 
idea of what we had feen, and perfectly fatisfied 
with the honell difpOlitions of our new friendsl 
Of the fingularity and novelty of the various 
ceremonies performed upon this occafion, we can 
only form conjectures; but they were certainly 
highly expreffive of refpect on the part of the 
inhabitants; and, as far as related to the Com~ 
madore, they approached to adoration. 

Mr. King went on !hore, the next mornin~' 
with a guard of eight marines; having received 
orders to erect the obfervatory in a proper fitua~ 
tion; by which means the waterers, and othd 
working parties, on !hore, might be fuperintend-! 
ed and protected. Obferving a convenient fpot 
br this purpofe, almoft in the center of the vi}· 
ldge, Pareea immediately offered to exercife hi! 

powel 



power in our behalf, and propofed that fome 
houfes fhould be taken down, that our obferva
~ions might not be obfl:ruCted. This generous 
offer, however, we declined, and we made c,hoice 
of a potatoe fielJ, adjoining to the lt1arai, which 
was granted us moil: readily; and, to prevent the 
intruGon of the natives, the place was confccrated 
by the priefl:s, by. placing their wands round the 
wall which inclofed it. 

This interdiCtion the natives call tab~Q, a term 
frequently repeated by thefe ifianders, and (ecmed 
to be a word of extenfive operation. In this in
fiance, it procured us more privacy than we could 
have wilhed. No canoes attempted to land near 
us; the natives only (at on the wall, not elaring 
fo come within the taboaed fpace without obtain
ing our permiilion. The men, indeed, at our re
quell, would bring proviGons into the field; but 
our utmoft endeavours were ineffeCtual to induce 
rhe women to approach us. Prefents were tried, 
but without fuccefs. Attempts were made to 
prevail on Pareea and Koah to bring them, but 
to no purpo[e: the Eatooa and Terreeoboo, they 
faid, would kill them if they did. 

This circumfl:ance afforded great amuf"ment 
to our friends on board, whither multitudes of 
people (particularly women) continually flocked; 
infomuch that they were frequently obliged to 
dear the veffel, in order to have room to per-
form their necetfary duties. Two or three hU:J-
. , ," deed 
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pred women were fome~imes obliged to jump, at 
once, into the water; where they continueQ to 
{wim and play till tht"y could be re-admitted. 

Pareta and Koah kft us on the 19th of J anu
ary, in order to attend Terreeoboo, who had 
landed on a di!1ant part of the ifland. and no

thing material hlppened on board till the 24th. 
The caulkers were employed on the fides of the 
fhips, and the rigging was repaired. The falting 
cf hogs was alfo a prinCIpal objeCt of the Com
ll~odore's attention; and as we had improved in 
this operation fince the former voyages, a detail of 
the procefs of it may not be thought improper. 

To cure the flelli of animals, in tropical 
climates, by faiting, has long been thougqt im
praCticable; putrefaCtion making fo rapid a pro
grefs as nct to allow the fait to take dfeCt before 
the meat gets tainted. Captain Cook appears to 
be the firft navigator who has attempted to make 
experiments relative to this bufinefs. His firft 

attempts in 1774, in his fecond voyage to the 
Pacific Ocean, fo far 'fucceeded, as to convince 
him of the error of the general opinIOn. As his 
prefent voyage was likely to be protracled a year 
beyond the time that provilions had been fup
plied for the fhips, he was obliged to contri¥c 
fome method of procuring fubfifience for the 
crews, or rc:linqldh the profecution of his diC. 

~overies. He, therefore, renewed his atttmpl~, 
~n~ 
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;:Ind his moft fanguine expectations were com
pletely anfwered • 

. I The hogs we cured were of various fizes from 
four to ten or twelve fione, fourteen pound to the 
frone. They were al ways flaughtered in the after
~oC!ln; and, after fcalding off tbe hair, and re-, 
moving the entrails, the hog was cut into pieces, 
from four to eight pounds each, and the bones 
~aken out of the legs and chine; in the larger 
fort, the ribs were alfo taken Out. The pieces 
)vere then carefully examined and wiped, and the 
Foagulated blood taken from the veins. After 
this they were given to the falters w hilft they con
tinued warm, and, when they were well rubbed 
with faIt, placed in a beap on a ftage in the open 
air, covered with planks, and preffed with very 
heavy ~eights. The next ~vening they were a
gain well wiped and examir:ed, when tbe fufpici
ous parts were taken away. This done, they 
were put into a tub of firong pickle, after which 
they were e'xamined once or twice a ~Jay; and, if 
it happened tbat any piece had not taken the faIt. 
which might be di1covered by the fmell of the 
pickle, they were inftantly taken out and exa
mined again, the found pieces being put into 
frefh pickle. This, h6wever, did not often hap
pen. At the end of fix day" tlley were examin,~J 

.for the Iaft 'time; and, afler being il,::;htly pref
fed, they were pllt into barrels, having ;: thin 
layer of fait between them. Mr. King brought 

home 
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home fame barre is of this pork, that had been~ 
.," 

pickled at ().\'h','h,,_. in Janu:HY 1779, which -was 

tJi~ld here, by ft\'er~:l i "_:':0115, about ChriftmJ~, 

1780, who (;ccLreJ it to be perfedly found and 

wholefome. 
Bllt to return from this digrelIion. V;e had' 

not been long fettled at the obfervatory, before 
we dl(co\'c'red the habitations of a fociety of 
prieHs, who had excited our curiant), by their re
f:;ular attendance at the lI1~rai. Their huts were, 

ended round a pond, inclofed with;n a grove of 
cocoa-trees, by which they were feparated ffolllE 
the beach and the village, and gave the fituation 

an air of relig;ous retirement. Captain Coo~'~ 
being m~J~ acquainted with thefe circumaanc~ 
he was determined to vint them; alld expe. 
tbe manner of h is reception r;ould be fingular, 

he took Mr. \Vebber with him, to enable him to 

reprefent the c:r~::1o:l)' in a dr:h.ing. 
\,,'!len !,e J: r j,;tJ at the beach, he was con .. ' 

c .;cL'd to Harre· no· Oralio, or the houfe of Orono.;: 
On his aPi)r~)JC:licg this facred place, he was
;'cJted ;.t ti-.e foot of a woodm iccl, refembli. 

tho:e ',',;,icn he had fecn at the 1':;;.li. Here Mr. 
King again fll pported one of his arms. He was 
thcn 2~,Ztyed in red cloth, and Kaireekcea, afiiLj 

cd by t·::tbc r;;dts, Fcfcnr.cl a pis wi,h the 
ufual folem;,itics. After this ceremony, the pig~ 
\\'as ftrangled, and l [-;[(;1\n into the em Le: 5 of a 

f::c, pcpared for that purpofe. V:Lln the hair 

Wal' 
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was finged off, a fecond offering was rnadc\ an~ 
the ch:mting repeated ,as before; after which, the 
Gead pig was held, for fome time, under Cap
tain Cook's nofe; and then laid, with a cocoa
nut; at his feet. This part of ~he ceremony be ... 
ing concluded, the performers fat Jown ; and the 
ava was brewed and handed about; a baked hog 
was brought in; and we were fed, as in the former 

ceremony; 
While we continued on the. bay, whenever the 

Commodore, came on fuore, he was preceded by 
one of thefe priefts, who proclaimed the lanuing 
of the Orono; and ordered the inhabitants t~ prof
trate thernfelves~ He. was confiant!y attended by 
the fame perfon, oil the water; where he was fia
~i?ned iI.1 the b~w of the boat; having a wand in 
his hand, to give notice of his approach to the 
natives; who were in canoes; on which they in
ftantly ceafed paddling, and fell on their faces 
till he ~ad paired; Whenever he vifited the ob
f(!rv~ti>ryj Kaireekeea: and his affiftants prefented 
. ~hemfelves before him, making an offering of 
hogs, bread-fnlit, cocoa-nuts, &c. with the ac~ 

. tuftomed folemnities. Upon thefe occafions. 
fame of the inferior chiefs entreated permiilion 
to make an offaing to the Orono. If their re

'. queft was complied with, they prefented the hog 
.. tbemfei~es; in' the perfOrmance of which, their 

,tountenanccs ditplayed that they were greatly 
im,preired with awe and terror~ Kaireekeea, and 

'VOL. 111;_1''' 15. M tho 



162 A V 0 Y A 0 E TOT H .E 

the priells affil1ed, and accompanied the ceremony 

with their accul10med hymns. 

But tLtii- civilitie..s extended beyond parade and 

ceremony; our party, on ihore, were daily fup. 
plied by them with hogs and vegetables, fufficieric 

for om fuuli£1ence, and to fpare; and canoes, 

laden with provifions, were as regularly fent off-to 

the fhips. Nmhing was demanded in return, nor 
was the moft diftant hint ever given that any coni

penfation was e::::pett:ed. Their manner of con
ferring favours, ~ppeare~ more lik~ the dif~harge 
of a religious duty, than to refult from mere libe· 

rality. On afking to whom we were indebted for 

~11l this munificence, we were informed, that it was 

at the expence of Kaoo, the chief prieft, and 
grandfather to Kaireekeea, who was then in the 
fuit of the fovereign of the il1and. 

We had, indeed, lefs reafon to be fatisfied with 

the behaviour of the warrior chiefs, than with 
that of the priefts. In our intercourfe with the 

former, they were always fufficiently attentive to 

their own interefts; and, befides their properiAfi 
to fteaJing, which may admit of palliation fro~' 
its univerfality in thefe feas, they had other ar
tifices equalJy difhonourable. The following is 
cne inftance, in which we difcovered, with regret, 
that our good friend Koah was a party principally 
concerned. 

The chiefs, who made us prefents of hog~, 
s.','cre always generoufly rewarded; in confequence 

of 
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of which, we were fupplied with more than we 
could confume. On thefe occafions, Koah, who 
c'onfiantly attended us, ufually petit:oned for thofe 

· that we did not abfolutely want, and they were 
given to him of courfe. A pig was, one day, 
· ptefented to us by a man whom Koah introduced 
as a chief; which we knew to be the pig that had, 
a iliort time before, been given to Koah. Sul--
·~aing we had been impofed upon, we found, all 

'further enquiry, that the pretended chief was one 
of the common people; and, from other concur
jent circumftances, we were perfectly convinced 

: that, in many inftances, we had been the dupes of 
· fimilar impofition, 

On Sunday the 14th, we were not a little fur
prized to find, that no canoes were permitted to 
put off, and that the natives confined themfelves 

-to their houCes. At length, however, we were in'
formed, that the bay was tabooed, and that all in-
tercourfe with \1S was interdicted, on account of 
the arrival of Terreeoboo their king. Not appre
hending an accident of this kind, the {hips were 

· deprived of their ufual fupp!y of vegetables. 
On Monday the 25th, in the morning, we en

deav<lured, by threats and promifes, to induce 
the inhabitants to approach us. At length, fome 
of them were venturing to put off, and a chief 

· was obferved to be very aCtive in driving them 
-away. In orde~ to make him defifl:, a mufqucr 
~was fnftandy fired over his head, which operated 

11 z as 
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as it was intended, and refrefhments were foon 
after to be had as ufual. In the afternoon, the 
fhips were privately vifited by Terreeoboo, at
tended only by one canoe, which had his wife 
and family 011 board. After .fraying till almoft 

ten o'clock, he returned to the village of Kow

rowa. 
About noon the next day, the king, in a large 

canoe, with fome attendants in two others, pad
pled from the village, in great fiate, towards 
the fhips. Their appearance was noble and mag
nificent. Terreeoboo, and his chiefs, were .in 
the firft canoe, arrayed in feathered cloaks and 
helmets, and armed with fpears and daggers. In 
the fecond, came Kaoo, the chief prieft, together 
with his brethren, having their idols difplayed 
on red cloth. Thefe idols were figures of an 
enormous fize, made of wicker-work, and curi-
ouOy ornamented with fmall feathers of a variety 
of colours. Their eyes were large pearl oyners, 
with a black nut placed in the centre; a double 
row of the fangs of dogs was fixed in each of 
their mouths, which, as well as the reft of their 
features, appeared firangely diftorted. The third 
canoe was laden with hogs and vegetables. As 
they advanced, the priefis, in the fecond canoe', 
chanted their hymns with great folemnity. Af. 
ter paddling round the veffels, they did not come 
on board, as we expeCted, but made immedi· 

ately 

, 
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~tely towards the ili.ore, at the beach where we 
wereftatiooed. . , 

When Mr. King beheld them approaching, he 
9rdered our little -guard to receive the king; and 
Captain :Co6k, feeing that he intended togo on 
ibbre, went thither al(o, and landed almoll: at 
the· fame infiant. We ufhered them into the 
tent, and. the king had hardly been feated, whell 
hetofe up, and gracefully threw over the Cap
tain's fhoulders, the rich feathered cloak that he 
hjiDfelf wore, pfaced a hemlet on his head, and 
jitefented him with a curious fan. Five or fix 
~er doaks, of great beauty and value, were 
~fead at the Commodore's feet. 
;- Four hogs were then brought forward, by the 
king's ·.;attendants, together with bread-fruit, co
~-nuts, and fugar-canes. Then followed the 
ceremony of Terreeoboo's changing names with 
~aptain Cook; the ftrongeft pledge of friend· 
fhipi'among all.the iilanders of the Pacific Ocean. 
A (olemn proceffion now advanced, confiding of 
-p~idls, preceded. by a venerable old per(onage, 
foHowed by a train of people leading large hogs; 
t;ithers being laden with potatoes, plantains, &c. 
We cuuld inftantly p.erceive, by the countenance 
and geftures of Kaireekeea, that the old man who 
headed the prciceffion, was the chief prieft' on 
wilofe bounty we were told we had fo long fub,. 
lined. He wrapped a piece of red. cloth round 
fpe 1houlders of Captain Cook, al~d, in the ufual 

, M ~ form, 
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form, prcfented him with a pjg. He was tbel1l 
feated next the king, and Kaireekeea, and his at~ 
tendants began their vocal ceremonies, Kaoo and 
the chiefs affifting in the refponfes. 

In the perfon of this king, we were furprized to 
recognize the fame emaciated old man, who came 
on board the Refolucion, from th.e north-eaft fide 
of the ifland of Mowee; and we perceived, that 
feveral of his attendants were the fame perfon~ 

who, at that time, continued with us the whole, 
night. Among thefe were the king's two younge(t 
fans, the eldeft about the age of fixteen; and 
Maiha-Maiba, his nephew, whom we could not 
immediately recolleEt, having had his hair plaftered 
over with a dirty paft~ and powder, wl'.ich was no 
bad improvement to the moil: favage countenance 
we had ever feen. 

The formalities of the meeting being ,ended. 
Captain Cook conduEted Terreeoboo, and feveral 
of his chiefs, on board the Refolution. They were 
received with every poilible attention and refpett; 
and the Commodore, as a compenfation for the:: 
feathered cloak, put a linen ihirr upon the fove. 
reign, and girt his own hanger round him. Kaoo, 
and about half a dozen other ancient chiefs. re
mained on ihore. 

All this time, not a canoe was permitted to 

appear in the bay, and thofe natives 'who did not 
crdine themfelves to their huts, lay proftrateon 
the ground. Before the kinO" nuitted the Refo~ 

b • 

lution. 



PACIFIC OCEAN. 167 

lution, .'le granted leave for the natives to trade 
with the fuips, as u[ual; but the women (we 

know not on what account) were frill interdiCted 
by the taboo; that is, to remain at home, and 
not ha,ve any kind of intercour[e with llS. 

C HAP. II. 

'-'he Ciovility and Hofpitality of the Nati1:es-ll1uc!t 
° ajditled to thieving-1'heir ./[acri,y in condu8-
ing a Party of us up the Country-A Boxinr:
Matfh defi;ribed-Death of iVilliam IVatmalz, a 
o.$~am(l~~4Jtention of the PrieJls at his Funeral 
° ,~r.;erempny of the Natives at his Funeral-A 
~9,;qv~-Stone "erefled-'Ihe Rail and Images on the 

Morai purchcjed-'I'he Natives 'ray inquifiti·-.:e 
about our: J)eparture-What they Jilpp jed to be 
the Ohj~8 of our Voyage-En:ritai;,.d by the 
Buffoonery oj one of the A'atio,:es-1Vlagnijicmt 
Prejents,from 'I'erreeoboo-1'he J.Vatives regret vl!r 
Depar:tur:eo;-.WiJh to prevaiL on Jliir. f:iilg to remai1z 
amongJt them-'Ihe Ve.ffels quit the Jj!and-'The 

'Refolution damaged in a Gale of Wind, aad obliged 
to return. 

T HE behaviour of the inhJbitants was fo 

civil and inoffer,lfive, that all apprehenfions 

. of da1;lger were totally vanithed. We trufted OLJr-

M 4 fdYes 
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{elves amonail: them at all times, and upon all 
occafions, without the leaft hefitatioQ. The of~ 
ficers ventured frequently up the country, either 
fi~gly, or in [maIl panies, and fometimes con~ 
~inued out the whole night. To relate all the 
in fiances of generofity and civility, which we ex
perienced upon thefe occafions, would requir~ 

volumes. In all places the people flocke~ about 
us, anxious to a~l1fd eyery a.!Ji£lance in their 
power, and appeared highly gratified if we c~n

defcended to ac'cept of tbeit Cervices. Variety of 
innocent arts were praCtifed to attraCl: our notice, 
or to delay o~r depart~re. The boys and girls 
ran through their villages before us, £lopping u~ 
at every opening, where 'there was a commoCliou~ 
place to form a group for dancing. We were, at 
One time, [olicited to take a draught of the milk 
of cocoa-nuts, or accept of [uch other refre1hmeri~ 
as their huts afforded; at another we were en~ 
circled by a company of young women, whe ex
erted their £kill and agility in amufing us wit~ 
fongs aQd dances. 

But though' their gentle,nefs and hofpitaIity 
were pleafing to us, they were addiCl:ed to £leal~ 
ing, like all the other iflanders of thefe feas. This 
was a di~refiing circumfiance, and fometimes 
obliged us to exercife feverity, which we 1hould 
have b,een happy to have avoi'ded, if it had not 
been effcntially necefrary. Some expert fwim .. 
mers wert: one day detECl:fd under the 1hips, draw-

ing 
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jng out the fiJling nails from the {heathing, whicq 
they ingenioufiy performed with 'a flint ftone, 
faftened to the end of a {hort ftick. This practice 
was fo injurious to our veffels, that we fired fmall 
iliot at ~he offtpders; but th~t they eafily evaq
e~, by diving under the {hips bottom. It there
fore became highly necetrary to make an example 
of one of them, by flogging him 0,11 board the 
l?ifcoyery. . ' 

A large p~rty of gentlemen1 from both fhips, 
f~t out, about this time, on an excurfion into the 
country, in order to examine its natural pro
dutl:ions; an account of which will be hereafter 
~i'ven. At prefent, however, we fhall obferve, 
tha~ it afforded K\loo a frefh opportunity of ex
crcifing his' civility and generofity. No foonel," 
was he ~nformed of their departure, than he fent 
~fter theqt a large q1.1antity of provifions, with or~ 
ders, that every attention and affiftance fhould be 
granted them by the inhabitants of thofe diftritl:s 
~hrough which they were to pars. His condua, 
on this occafion, was fo delicate and difinterefted, 
that eve~ the peopl~ he employed were not per
mittr-dto except of the fmalleft prefent. At the 
end of fix days, the gentlemen returned, without 
having penetratetl more tban twenty miles into 
the ifiand ; owing partly to improper guides, and 
partly to the impratl:icability of the country. 

On the 27th, the Refoluion's rudder was un
~.~ng, and {ent on thore, in order to undergo a 

. thorough 
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thorough repair. The carpenters at the fame· 
time, were fent into the country, under the, 
guidance of fome of Kaoo's people, to ~et planks 
for the head rail work, which was become rotte~ 

and decayed . 
. Captain Clerke, who was gener.ally confined 011 

hoard by ill health, paid Terreeoboo his firft vi(it 
on the 23th, at his habitation on 1hore. The 
ceremonies obferved with Captain C~ok, wer;e 
performed in honour of Captain Clerke; all~, on 
h.is rctu~n, he received a prefent of thirty la~ge. 

hogs, and fuch a quantity of vegetables as coul~ 
not be confumed, by his crew, in lefs. than a 
weeJ,;. This was the more extraordinary, as it 
was quite an unexpetted vifir. . 

N ~t having feen any of their fports or exercifes~: 
the natives, at our particular requeft, entertaine~: 
us in the evening with a boxing match. Th9Ugll . .. ". 
thefe games were inferior. in every refpett, to 
thofe we had feen exhibited at the Friendly Hlands;. 
yet, as they were fomewhat different, a 1hort ac
cou:lt of them may not be thought improper • 

..\. nO; concourfe of people affembled on an" 
(\,-:n f;ot of groupd. not far di1lant from our tents. 
f. long Yacant fpace was left in the centre or' 
l:llm, at the upper end of which the judges pre~. 
[ded, under three frandards. Slips of cloth, of 
yarious colours, were pendant from thefe frand-. 
ards; as \\'~re the !kins of two wild geefe, fome' 
!:ll.l;i birds, and a few hunches of feathers. 

The 
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The fports being ready to begin, the judges 
gave the fignal, and two combatants appeared in 
view. They advanced nowly, drawing up their 
feet very high behind and rubbing their hands 
upon the foles. As they came forward, they 
f,:e,quently furveyed each other from head to foot, 
with an air of contempt, looking archly at the 
fpeCtators, difrorting their features, and pracbfing 
a variety of unnatural gefiures. When they were 
advapced within the reach of each other, they 
held both arms fhaight out before their faces, at 
which part they always aimed their blolVs. They 
lhuck wirh a full fwing of the arm, which to us 

~ad a very awkward appearance. They did not 
a,ttempt to parry; but endeavoured to elude their 
adverfary's attack, by flooping, or retreating. 
The battle was expeditioufiy decided; for if either 
of them fell, whether by accident, or from a 

blQw, he was deemed vanquiihed; and the viaor 

I!xpreffed his triumph by a variety of flrange 
geftures, which ufually excited a loud laugh a
mOJlg the fpeCtators, for which purpofe it fn:med 
ro be calculated. The fuccefsful CO:llbatant 
waited for a fecond antagonili:; and, if again 
viCtoriolls, for a third; and fo on, till he was at 

l.aft defeated. 
It was very fingular, in there combats, that, 

when any tlVO were preparing to aa~,c Leach otner, 
a third may advance, and m~lke rboice of either 
of them for his amagonilt, when tbe other is un-

der 
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der the neceffity of withdrawing. If the combat 
pro.vt"d long and tedious, or appeared unc.-qual, 
a chief generally interfered, and concluded it by 
pualng a ftick between the combatatns. As this 

exhibition was at our defire, it was univerfally 
expeCted that fome of us would have engaged 
with the natives; bllt, though our people reo 
ceived preffing invitations to bear a part, they 
did not hearken to the challenges, not having 
forgot the blows they received at the Friendly 

lfiands. 
William Whatm:ln, a feaman of the gunner's 

crew, died this day: this event is more par
ficularly mentioned, as death had hitherto been 
uncommon amongft us. He was a man in years. 
and much refpeCted for his attachment to Cap
tain Cook. He had ferved twenty-one years as 

a marine. and then entered as a feaman in 177 2. 

on board the Rtfolution, and ferved with the 
Commodore in his voyage towards the fouth pole. 
On their return, he got a.dmittance into Green .. 
wich Hufpital, through the intereft vf Captain 
Cook, at the fame time with himfdf; and, anxi
ous to follow the fortunes of his bent"fa40r. he 
alfo quitted it with him, on his appointment to 
the command of the prefent expedition. He had 
been often fubjed to flight fevers, in the courfe 
of the voyage, and \V,IS infirm when we arrived 
in the bay; where, having been ft"nt for a few 
dJYS on fhore, he thought himfdf perfcCl:ly re~ 

. nom~. 
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flored, and requefted to return on board. His 
requeft was complied with; but the day follow
ing he had a ftroke of the palry, which, in tW() 
days afterwards, put a period to his life. 

'At the requeft of Terreeoboo, the remains of 
this honeft feaman were buried on the morai; the 
ceremony being performed with great folemnity. 
Kaoo and his brethren were prefent at the fune
ral, who behaved with great decorum, and paid 
due attention while the fervice was performing. 
On our beginning to fill up the grave, they ap-' 
proached it with great awe, and threw in a dead 
pig. together with fame cocoa-nuts and plan
tains. For three fucceffive nights they furround
cd it, facrificing hogs, and reciting hymns and 

. prayers till morning. 
We erected a poft at the head of the grave, 

and nailed thereon a piece of board; on whicb 
was infcribed the name and age of the decealed, 
and the day of his departure from this life. Thele 
they affured LIS they would not remove, and they 
will probably be permitted to remain, fo long as 
fueh frail materials can endure, 

Our !hips were much in want of fuel, there
fore Captain Cook defired Mr. King to treat with 
the priefis, for the purchaie of the rail on the 
morai. Mr. King had his doubts about the de
cency of this oVt:rture, and apprehended that the 
·bare mention of it might be deemed impious; 
but in this he was exceedingly mifiaken. They 

expreffl"d 
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exprefied no kind of furprize at the appIicatioftl 
and the wood W:lS deli vered without the leaft fri
pulJtion. Whilft our people were taking it away, 
he faw one of them wieh a carved image; and, 
upon enquiry, was informed, that the whole (e
micircle (as mentioned in the defcription of the 
morai) had been carried to the boats. 

Though the natives were fpecbtors of this bu
finefs, they did not feern to refent it; but, on 
the contrary, had even affifted in tbe removal. 
Mr. King ,thought proper to mention the parti. 
culars to Kaoo; who teemed exceedingly indif· 
ferent about the matter, begging him only to reo 
fiore the center image; which was immediately 
done, and it was conveyed to one of the prieq's 
houfes. 

The king, and his chiefs, had, for fome time, 
been very importunate to know the time of our 
departure. Mr. King's curioiity was excited, 
from this circum fiance, to know the opinion thefe 
people had entertained of us, and what they fup
pofed to be the objetts of our voyage. He took 
confiderable pains to fatisfy himfelf on thefe 
points; but the only information he could get 
was, that they fuppo(ed we had left our native 
country on account of the fcantinefs of provifi
ons, and that we had vifited them for the fole 
purpofe of fil1ing our bellies. This conduflon 
was natural enough, coniidering the meagre ap
pearance of fome of our crew, the voracity with 

whkh 
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which we devoured their frefh provifions. and 
our anxiety to purchafe as much of it as we we lee 

able. One circumftance may. be added to thefe, 

which 'puzzled them exceedingly; th::It of our 
.having no women with us. 

It was matter of entertainment to fee the na

tives patting the bellies of the failors (who were 

much improved in fieeknefs fince. theif arrival at 
tbe bay) and telling them, in the beft manner 

they could, that it was time for them to dep;ut ; 

but, if they would return the next bread-fruit 
feafon, they fhould be better able to {upply tbemo 

\Ve had now continued fixteen days in the bay, 

during which'time our confumption of hogs and 

"egetables had been fo enormous, that we need 
liot be furprized at their wiihir:g to fee us take 

our leave. But Terreeoboo had, perhaps, no 
other view, in his enquiries, than a defire of hav

ing fufficient notice, to prepare {uitab!e prefents 
for us at Gur departure; for, when we informed 

him of our intention to quit the iUand in two 

days, a kind of proclamation was immediatLly 

made, requiring the natives to bring in their 
hogs and vegetables, for Terreeoboo to prefent 

to the Orono. 
At the beach. we were this day much enter

tai~ed, with tbe buffoo~eries of one of the natives. 
In his hand he held an inftrument of mufic, {uch 

as we have already defcribed; bits of [ea-w((,l 

were faftened round h'ls neck; and, round ",en 
kg, 
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leg, fome {hong netting; on which were. fixed fome 
rows of dogs teeth; hanging loo[e; His dancing 
was accompanied with ftrange grimaCes~ an~ un": 
natural diftortions of tbe features; whi"ch', thougli 
flilmetimes highly ridiculous, was, upon the whole; 
wIthout meaning or expreffion. Mr. Webbet 
made a drawing of this per[on; the manner in 
which the maro is tied; the figure of the inftru,,: 
tnent, and of the ornaments round the legs. 

tVreftling and boxing matches. afford'ed us 
diverfion for the evening; and we, inretorn, ex
hibited the few fireworks we had remaining. No. 
thing could more effectually excite the admiration 
of thefe iflanders, or firike them with more ex
alted ideas of our fuperiority, than [ucb. a repre.. 
fentation. 'though this was, in e~ery retped:; 
much inferior to that at Hapaee, yet the aftoni1h~ 
ment of the people was equally great. 

The carpenters which had been rent up the. 
country, to cut planks for the head rail-work of 
the Refolution, had now been gone three days; 
and, not having heard from them~ we began to' 
be alarmed for theR- fafety. We eXpre:f.fed our 
apprehenfions to old Kaoo, who appeared equally 
concerned with ourfelves; but while we were 
planning meafures with him, for fendi'ng proper 
perfons after them, they all fafely arrived. They 
went farther into the country than they expeaed; 
before they found any trees fuitable for their pur
pofe. This circumftance, togethet with tbe bad: 

iJef!F 
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fiefs of the roads, and the difficulty of conveyirig· 
the timber to the fhips, had fo long detained 
them. They beftowed high commendations on 

their guides, who not only fupplied them with 
provifions, but faithfully proteB:ed their tools. 

The 4th of February being fixed for our de
parture, Terreeoboo invited Captain Cook and 
Mr. King, to attend him, on the 3d, to Kaoo's 
tefidence. On our arrival there, we faw large 
quantities bf cloth lie fcattered on the. ground; 
abundance bf red and yellow feathers, faftened 
to the fibres of cocoa-nut hulks; and pienty of 
hatchets and iroh ware, which had been received 
from us in barter. N at far from thefe was de
pofited an immenfe quantity of various kinds of 
vegetables; and, at a little diftance, a large herd 
of hogs. We filppofed, at firft, that the whole 
was intended as a prdent for 11s; but we were 

informed, by Kairee.keea, that it waS a tribute 
to the king, from the inhabitants of that dill:riB:. 
And, we were no fooner feated, than the bundles 
were brought, and laiq feverally at Terreeoboo's 
feet; and the cloth, feathers, and iron, were 

difplayed before him. 
The king was perfeal), fatisfied with this mark 

bf duty from his people; and felected about a 
third of the iron utenfils, a third of the feathers, 
~nq fome pieces of cloth; he ordered thefe to be fet 
afide by themfelves; and the temainder of the 
cloth, hogs, vegetables, Sec; were aften'.ards pre-

VOL. IlI.-No 15. N fen ted 
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fented to Captain Cook and 1\-Ir. King. The 
value and magnitude of this prefent, far exceed

ed any thing that we had met with. \ . The whole 
was immediately conveyed on board. The large 
hogs were [eleCted, in order to be f"alted for fea 

11ore; but the fmaller pigs, and the vegetables, 
were divided between the crews. 

We left the l1Iorai, and got our obfervatories 
on bo:ud. The labao ",as removed, and, with 

it, its magical effects. As foon as' we had quit. 

ted the place, the people ruilied in, and vigilantly 
fearched; hoping to find fome valuable articles 

left behind. Mr. King being the 1311 on fuore, 
and waiting for the return of the boat, the inha
bitants crowded about him, and having prevailed 
on him to fit down among them, ex prdfed their 

regret at our feparation. It was even with dif
ficulty that they would [uffer him to depart. He 
was, indeed, highly e11eemed among them, as 

will appear from the following relation. 
Having h;:d, while we wcre in the bay, the 

command of the party on {hore, he became more 
acquainted with the nativb, and they with him, 
than thofe who were required to be on board. 
He experienced great kindnefs and civility from 
the inhabitants in general, but the friendfuip 

fhewn by the priefts was conftant and unbounded. 
He was anxiollS to conciliate their e!teem; in 

which he fo happily fucceeded, that, when they 

were a!;quaintcd with the time of our departure, 

he 
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he was urged to remain behind, and received 
overtures of the moil: flattering kind. \Nhen he 
endeavoured to excufe flin}felf, by alkdging, that 
Captain Cook would not permit it, thl2Y propofed 
to condUct him to the mountains, and there con
ceal him till the departure of tbe fllips. On Mr. 
King's affuring them, that the Captain would 
not fail without him, the king and Kaoo repair
ed to Captain Cook, (whom they fuppofed to 
be his fatber) formally Tequefi:ing that he might 
be fuffered to remain behind. The Commodore, 
unwilling to give a pofitive refufal, to a propofal. 
fo generoufly intended, affured thtm; that be 
could not then part with him; but he fhould rCo' 

turn thither tbe next year, when he would en
deavour to oblige them. 

On Tburfday the 4th of February, earl!' in the 
morning; we unmoored, and tbe Rdolurion and 
Difcovery failed out of the bay; attended by a 

vaO: number of canoes. It was Captain Cook's 
intention to finifh the furvey of Owhybee, before 
he went to the other iflands, hoping to meet with 
iI road more fheltered than Karakakooa Bay; 
and, if he fuould not fucceed here, he meant to 

examine the fouth eaft part of Mowee, where 
he had been informed, there was a moil: excellent 
harbour. 

On the sth, and the following day, we had 
calm weather, and confequently our progrefs wag 
but flow. A great number of the natives fol .. 

N 2: lowed 
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lowed us in their canoes; :lOd Terreeoboo gave 
an additional proof of his efteem for the Commo

dore, by fending after him a large prefent of 
hogs and vegetables. 

Having a light breeze, in the night of the 5th 
of February, we made fome progrefs to the north. 
ward; and, on the 6th, in the morning, we were 
abreaCt of a deep bay, which the natives call 
Toe-yah-yah. We flattered ourfelves with hopes 
of finding a commodious harbour in this bay, 
as we faw fome fine ftreams of water to the north
caft; and the whole appeared to be well fhelter. 
ed. There obfervations feeming to tally with the 
accounts given us by Koah, who now accompa
nied Captain Cook, the Mafrer was fent in the 
pinnace, with Koah as his guide, to obferve and 
examine the bay; Koah having firfr altered his 
name, Out of compliment to us, to that of Bri· 
tannee. 

The weather became gloomy in the afternoon, I 

and fuch violent gufrs of wind blew off the land, 
that we were obliged to take in all the fails, and 
bring to, under the mizen-fray-fail. The canoes 
all left us as foon as the gale began; and Mr. 
Bligh, on his return, preferved an old woman 
and two men from drowning, whofe canoe had 
been overfet in the fiorm. \Ve had feveral wo
men remaining on board, whom the natives, in 
their hurry to depart, had left to !hift for .Vtem~ 
felves. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Bligh reported, that he had landed at a· 
village on the north fide of the bay, woere he 
was fuewn fame wells of water, that would not, 
by any means, anfwer our purpofe; that he pro
ceeded further into the bay; where, inficaJ of 
meeting with good anchorage, he found the {hores 
were low, and a flat bed of coral rocks extended 
along the co.1ft, and upwards of a mile from the 
land; the depth of water, on the omfide, being 
.twenty fathoms. During this furvey, Britannec 
had contrived to flip away, being, perhaps, afraid 
of returning, as his illformation had plaved 
erroneous. 

The weather became more moderate in the 
evening, and we again made fail; but it blew fo 
violently about midnight, as to fplit the fore and 
main-tap-fails. We bent {refh fails in the motn
ing of the 7th, and had a light breeze, and bir 
weather. Being now abo\.lt {O\.lr or five leagues 
from the {hore, and the weather very unfettled, 
the' Canoes would not venture off, fo that our 
guells were under the necefiity of remaining with 
us, though much againfr their inclination; for 
they were all exceedingly fea-fick, and qlany of 
them had left their infants on {hare. 

Though the weather continued fqually, Vie· 

ftood in for the land in the afternoon; and, being 
within three leagues of it, we faw two men in a 
~anoe, paddling towards us. \Ve natUrally con~ 
jeCl;ured that they had been driven off the {hore, 

N J by 
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01' the late violent gale; and flopped the filip's 
way, in order to take them in. They were fo ex. 

haufled with f;,tigue, that had not one of the natives 
on board jumped into the canee to their affift
anee, they would hardly have been able to fi~ 

it to the rope thrown out for that purpofe. With 
difficulty, however, we got them up the filip's 
fide, together with a child about four years of 
age, which had been lafhec, under the thwarts of 

the canoe, with only its head above the water. 

They informed us, that they had quitted the land 
the morning before, finee which time they had 

not had food or water. Provifion was given 
them with th e ufual precautions, and the child 

entrufled to the care of one of the women; and, 

the next morning, they were all perfeCtly reco
vered. 

A gale of wind coming on at midnight, we 
were obliged to double reef the top-fails. At 
day- break, on the 8th, we found that the fore
mail: had again given \':3)'; the fi1hes being fprung, 
and the p,u:s fa very defedi \'(?, as to make it abfo

lutely neceiTary to unl1ep the mail:, Captain 

Cook, for fome time, hefitatecl, whether he 
1hould return to Karakakooa, or take the chance 

of finding a harbour in the iflands to leeward. 
The bay was not fa commodious, but that a bet-' 

ter might probably be met with, either for re
pairi ng the mafls, or procuring refre1hm~nts; 
the latter of .which, it ',',;:s imagined, the neigh-

bourhood 
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_bourhood of Karakakooa had lately been pretty 
well drained of. It was, on the other hand, 
confide red as an imprudent fiep, to leave a to

lerable good harbour, which, once lair, could 
not be rt>gained, for the mere poJ1iblity of meet
ing with a b(,'tter; efpeciall y as the failure of 
fuch a contingency, might have deprived us of 
any refouree. 

We fiood on towards the land, to gi\'e the 
natives on fhare an opportunity of releaflng their 
friends on board; and, about noon. when we 
were within a mile of the {hore, feveral canoes 
came off to us, but fa loaded with people, that 
no room could be found for any of our guefls; 
the pinoace was therefore hoified au( to hnd 
them; and the Mafier who commanded it, was 
inftrufred to examine the fouth coails of -the bay 

. for water, but returned without fuccefs. 
Variable winds, and a firong current to the 

northward, retarded our progre[s in our return; 
and, in the evening of the 9th, about eight 
o'clock, it blew very hard from the fuuth-eafi, 
which oeeafioned us to c10fe reef the top-fails. 
Early in the morning of the 10th, in a heavy 
fqu:JlI, we found ourfelves clole in with the· 
breakers, to the northward of the wefi point of 
Owhyhee. \Ve- had jull room to aVQ:c! the""!;, and 
fireg feveral guns to alarm the Diicovcry, and 
apprize her of the danger. 

N4- The 
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The weather, in the forenoon, was more mo. 
derate, and a few canoes ventured to come off til 

\lS; when thofe on board theLV informed us, that 

much mifchief had been occafioned by the lat~ 
{torms, and that a great many canoes had been 
loft. We kept heating to windward the remainder 
of the day; and, in the evening, were within a 
mile of the bay; but we ftood off and on till day~ 

light the next morning, w~en we anchored in pur 
old ftl!tion~ 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. III. 

rhe Behaviour of 1M Jjlanda's, on our Return to 

J(arakakooa Bay, Jom~what myjteriaus-A Theft 
~ommitted on board the Difcovery-'l he Thieves 
purJued up the Country by Captain Ctok and Mr. 
J(ing-Scuffie between the Natives and our Pea
lie, in which P areea Teeth;es fl fivere Blaw
'Ihe Pinnace attacked and Plundered-Crew obliged 
to quit her-Captain Cook's RefleClions on the Oc
,wan-At/emN at the ObftrvatorY-'Ihe Difco
wry's Cutter flolen from the Buoy-Steps taken 
for its Recovery-Captain Cook goes on Shore to 
invite the King and his two Sons on Noard-His 
Wife and the Chiefs oppoJe his going.-A ConteJl 
ari/es on the Occajion-Intelligence arrives of one 
if the Chiefs being kil'ed by one of cur People
'.the Confequenw-A Chief threat~ns CQPtain CO?k, 
{lnd is ,Jhot by him.-A general Attack enfues-' 

Death of Captain Cook-Account of his Services, 
(lnd fl Sketch of his CharaCler. 

T HE whole of the I I th, and part of the 
12th of Febluary, we were engaged in 

getting out the . foremafi, and conveying it on 
1hore. Not only the head of the mafi had [ufiain
ed daq1age, but the heel was become exceedingly 
\,otten, having a very large hole in the middle of 
it. Seyer'!l days being probably requireJ to make 

. the 
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the necefrary repairs, MdIieurs King and Baily 
C'ot the obfervatory on thore, and pitched theif 
'" tents on the nzorai, guarded by a cerporal, and 
fix marines. A friendly intercourfe: was renewed 
with the prielts, who, for our greater fecmity, 

t(}booed the place: with their wands as befdre. 
The fail-makers alfo repaired to the thore to re
pair the damages, in their department, {uftai'ned 
by t!'ie late heavy gales. They occupied an habi

tation, lent us by the priefts, adjoining to the 

lIIorai. 
Our reception, on coming to anchor, was fo 

different from what it had been llpon our firft 

arrival, that we were all aftonitbed: no fhouts, 

buftl::, or confuCion, but a folitary deferted bay, 

with hardly a canoe ftirring. Their curiofity, 
indeed, might be fuppofed to be diminithed by 

this time; but the hofpitable treatment we had 
continually been favoured with, and the friendly 

footing on which we parted, induced us to expea: 
that, on our return, they would have received us 
with the greateft demon!hations of jJY. 

Various '.'.ere our conjectures on the caufe of this 
extraordinlry appearance, when the whole myftery 
was unravelled by the return of a boat, which we 

had fent on thore, bringing ""clligence that Ter
reeoboo was abfent, an: that the bay was tabooed. 
This account appeared very fatisfactory to many 
of us; but others '-, ,,~ of opinion, that there was, 

at this time, fo:nething Vt;y fufpicious in the 

beha-
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behaviour of the natives; and that the taboo, Of 

interdiction, on pretence of Terreoboo's abfenc~. 

was artfully contrived, to gi ve him time to confult 
his chiefs in w hat manner we ihould be treated. 

We never could afcertair, - whether thefe fufpicions 

wae well founded, or whether the natives had 

given a true account. It is probable, indeed, 

that aUf flldden rerurh, fOf which they could 

alIign nQ apparent caufe, might create ala'rms in 

them; yet the conduct: of Terreeoboo, who, 

on his fl1ppofed arrival the next morning, im

ll1ediately waited on Captain Cook; and the na
tives, from that moment, renewing their friendly 

imercourfe with us, feem to evince that they 

neither meant, nor apprehended, a different kind 
of conduCt:. 

An account of another accident, fimilar to this, 

may be mentioned in fupport of this opinion, 

which happened to us on our firll: vifit, the clay 

before the king's arrival. A native having fold a 

hog on board the Refolution, and received the 

price '!greed on, Pareea, who faw the tranfaction. 

ildvifed the feller not to part with his hog, without 

;10 advanced price. For his interference in this 
builnefs, he \',':1$ harilily fpoken to, and pllfhed 

away; and as the tabco was ioon laid on the bay. 
we, at firll:, fllppo[eo it to be in confequence of· 
the affront offered to the chief. 

Thefe two circllmll:ances confidered, it is C"x

tremely d1fficult to draw any certain conclllfion 
from 
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from the aCtions of a people, with whore language 
and cul10ms we are fo imperfeCtly acquainted. 
Some idea, however, may be formed of the diffi
culties thofe have to encounter, who, [;"1 their 
intercourfe with thefe {hangers, are obliged to 
fleer thtir courfe in the midi1: of ullcertainty, 
where the mof!: ferious confequences may be oc
cafioned by only imaginary offences. Whether 
thefe: conjeCtures are err0neous or true, it is cer
tain tbat things were condl1Ct~d in their ufual 
quiet courfe, till the 13th of February, in the 
atternoon. 

At the approach of evening on that day, the 
commander of the Difcovery's watering party, 
came to inform Mr. King, that feverat chiefs were 
affembled near the beach, and were driving away 
the natives, who ailifted the failors ill rolling the 
calks to the fuore : at the fame time ckclaring, 
that their behaviour feemed exctedingly fUlpici
aus, and that he imagined they would give him 
fome farther difiurbance. He rent a marine with 
him, agreeably to his requefi, but permitted him 
to take only his fide-arms. The officer, in a 
iholt time, returned, and informed Mr. King 

that the inhabitants had armeo themfdves with 
frones, and were become tu~ultUOU5. lie there:
fore went himfdf to the fpot, attended by a ma
rine, with his mufquet. At their approach the 
i!landers threw away their frones, and, on Mr. 

King's appliqtion. to fume of the cI:~iefs, ~ht!. 
mQ.Q 
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mob was difperfed. Every thing being now 
quiet, Mr. King went to meet Captain Cook, 
who was then coming on !hare in the pinnace. 

He related to him what had recently happened, 
and received orders to fire a ball at the offenders, 
if they again behaved infolentl y, and began to 

throw ftones. In confequence of thefe direttions. 

Mr. King gave orders to the corporal, that the 
feminds pieces !hould be loaded with ball. in
ftead of !hot. 

On our return to the tents, we heard a con
tinued fire of mufquets from the Difcovery; 
which we perceived to be direCl:ed at a canoe, 
which was haftening towards the !hare, with one 
of our finall boats in purfuit of it. This firing, 
we concludr.d, was rhe confequence of fome 

theft, and Captain Cook ordered Mr. King to 

follow him ~ith a marine armed, and to endeavour 
to feize the people as they landed. They accord
ingly ran to the place, where the canoe was ex
peCted to come albore, but did not arrive in rime; 
the people having quitted it, and fled into the 
country before their arrival. 

At this time they did not know that the goods 
had been already reftored ; and thinking it pro
bable, from what they had obferved, th~t they 
might be of importance, they did not chooCe to 

relinquilh their endeavours to recover them; and, 
having inquired of the natives what courfe the 
people had taken, they purfued them till it WlS 

almon: 
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almofr dark, when they fuppofed themfelves ta 
be about three miles from the tents; and, think" 
ir,(T the if1anders amufed them with falfe informa-

l:> 

tion in their purluit, they gave up the fearch and 
returned. 

A difference of a more feriotls nature had bap
pened during their abfence. The officer, who 
had been difpatched in tbe fmall beat after the 
t'1ieves, and who was returning on board, with 
the booty that had been reftored, feeing Captain 
Cook and Mr. King engaged in tbe purfuit of 
the offenders, feized a canee, which was drawn 
up on the fuore. This canoe unfortunately be
longed to Pareea, who, at that inftant arriving 
from on board the Difcovery, claimed his pro" 
perty, and protefted his innocence. The officer 
perfifted in detaining it, in which he was en
couraged by the crew of the pinnace, then wait
ing for Capt\lin Cook; in confequence of which 
a [cuffle enfued, and Pareea was knocked down 
by a violent blow on the head, with an oar. 
Several of the natives, who had hitherto been 
peaceable fpecbtors, began now to attack our 
people with fuch a fuower of ftones, that they 
were forced to a precipitate retreat, and fwam off 
to a rock, at a confiderable diftance from the 
fuare. The pinnace was plundered immediately 
by the natives, and would have been entirely 
demolifued, if Pareea had not interpored; who 

had not only recovered from his blow, but had 

alfo 
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alfo forgot it at the fame inftanr. He ordered 

the crowd to difperie, and beckoned to our peo

ple to come and take poBellion of the pinnace; 

and afterwards afiured them that he would ufe his 

influence to get the things reftored' wh;ch had 
been taken out of it. After their departure, he 

followed them in his canoe, carrying them a mid-

1hipman's cap, and fome other articles of the 
plunder; and, exprelIing much concern at what 

had happened, begged to know if the fJronO would 
kill him, and \\ihether he might be permitted to 

come on board the next day? He was alTured 

that he would be well received, and therefore 

joined nofes with the officers (their ufual token of 

friendlhip) and paddled over to Kowrowa. 

Captain Cook, when thefe particulars were re~ 

prefenred to him, was exceedingly concerned; 
and, when he and Mr. King were returning on 

board, he exprefTed his fears thatthefe ifbnders 

would oblige him to purfue violent meafures; 

adding, they muft not be permitted to fuppofe, 
that they have gained an advantage over us. It 

Was then, however, too late to take any fieps 

that evening; he therefore only gave orders that 
every iOander iliouJd be immediately turned out 

of the fhip. This order being eXt"cuted, Mr. 
King returned on ilion:; and the events of the 
day having much abated Oll~ former confiJer:ce 
in the natives, a double guard was poflcd on the 
morai, with orders to let Mr. King know, if any 

men 
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men were feen lurking about the beach. At 
eleven o'clock, five of the natives were feen treep~ 
ing round the bottom of the mora;; they ap
proached with great caucian, and, at laft, per
ceiving they were difcavered, immediately re
tired out of fight. About midnight one of them 
ventured himfdf near the obfervatory, when:l 
fentine! fired over him; on which they aU fled, 
and we had no fartner difturbance during the re
mainder of the night. 

At day-light the next morning Mr. King went 
on board the Refolution, in order to get the time
keeper; and in his way thither was hailed by the 
Difcovery, and received information that their 
cutter, had fome time in 'the nigh t been ftolen,' 
from the buoy, where it had been moored. 

On Mr. King's arrival on board he found the 
marines were arming themfelves, and Captain 
Cook bUlled in loading his double-barrelled gun • 
. Whilft he was acquainting him with what had 
happened in the night at the morai, he eagerly 
irtterrupted him, and informed him of the 10fs of 
the Difcovery's cutter, and of the preparations he 
was making to recover it. It was his ufual practice 
in all the iflands of this ocean, when any thing of 
confequence had been ftolen from him, by fome 
ftratagem, to get the king, or fome of the prin
cipal Erm, on board; where he detained them 
as haft ages, till the property was reftored. Thi9 
method having hitherto proved fuccefsful1 he 

meant 
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meant to adopt on the prefent occafion; and gave 
orders to fiop every canoe that :!hould attempt to 
leave the bay; refolving to feite and defiroy them 
if the cutter could not be recovered by peaceable 
means. In purfuance of which, the boats of both 
fuips, proptrly manned and armed, were fiation
ed aerofs the bay; and before Mr. King quitted 
the iliip, fame great guns were fired at two 
canoes, that were attempting to efcape; 

Between {even and eight o'clock Captain Cook 
and Mr. King quitted the :!hip together; the 
former in the pinnace; with Mr. Phillips, and 
nine marines; and the latter in the fmall boar. 
The laft orders Mr. King received from Captaj'1 
Cook were, to quiet the minds of the people, on 
bur fide of the bay, by the f1:rongeft aifurances 
that they :!hould not be injuted-; to keep his 
peopie together, a!ld to be continually on hi:; 
guard. Captain Cook and Mr; King then fepa
rated; the Captain going towards Kowtowa, where 
Terreeoboo refided; and Mr. King proceeded to 
the beach: his fira bufinefs,- when he arrived on 
fhore, was to iffue ftritl: orders to the marines to 

continue within the tent, td charge their mu[
quets with ball, and not on any confideration, to 
quit their arms. He then attended old Kaoo and 
the prtefts at their refpeCtive hurs, and explained 
to ,them, as well as he was able, the rea:fon of the 

hoftile preparations, which had [0 exceedingly a~ 
larmed dIem. He found they were no fhanger~ 

o 
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to the circumftance of the cutter's heing O:olen, 
and affured them, that though the Commodore 
was not only refolved to recover it, but alfo to 
Imniih, in the moft exemplary manner, the au

thors of the. theft; yet that they, and all the in
habitants of the village, on our fide, had not the 
leaft occafion to be alarmed, or to apprehend the 
leaft danger from us. He importUned the priefis 
to communicate this to the people, and intreat 
them not to entertain an idea of fear, but to con
tinue peaceable and quiet. Kaoo interrogatftl 
Mr. King, with great emotion, if any harm was 
to happen to Terreeoboo? He affured him there 
was not; and bot h he and his brethren appeared 
much fatisfied with this alTurance. 

Captain Cook having, in the mean time, called 
off the launch, from the north point of the bay. 
--and tal{en it with him, landed at Kowrowa, with 
the lieutenant and nine marines. He proceeded 
immediately into the village, where he was re~ 

fpectfully received; the people, as ufual, pro
ihating themfelves before him, and making their 
accuftomed offerings of fmall hogs. Perceiving 
that his defign was not fufpected, his next ftep 
was, to inquire for the king, and the two boyt, 
his fons, who had been almoft continually his 
guefts on board the Refolution. The boys pre
fenrly returned with the natives, who had beeR 
fearching for them, and immediately conduCted 
Captain Cook to the habitation where TerreeobOCl 

had 
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had f1ept. The old man had juft awolte; and 
after fame converfation refpecting the lofs of the 
cutter, from which the Commodore was con
vinced ~hat he was not in any \~i[e privy to it, he 
invited him to accompany him, and [pend the 

day on board the Refolution. The king accept~ 
ed the invitation, and arofe immediately to ac-
camp'any rum. • 

Every thing had now a profperous appearance; 
the two bbys were already in the pinnace, and the 
rea of the party approachin"g the water fide, when 

a: woman, n'amed Kance-kabarcca, the mother of 
the boys, and one of Terreeoboo's favourite wives, 

f6tYowed him; befeeching him, with tears and 
entreaties, not to venture to go on board. Two 
chiefs, who came wirh her, took hold of him, 

and infJiting he ihould proceed no farther, obliged 
him to fit down. The iflanders, now collecting 

in v.aft numbers along tne [hore, who had probably 
been alarmed by the difcharging of the great 
guns; and the hofiile appearances in the bay, 
~athered together round Captain Cook and Ter

tetobcio. Thus fituated, the lieutenant of ma
tines, ,perceiving that his men were huddled to

gether 'in the crowd, and confequently unable to 
uCe their arms, if there fuould appear tb be a 
beceffity for it, propofed to Captain Cook, to 
draw them up along the rocks; clofe to the edge 
of the water. . The populace making way for 
the'rn to pafs, the lieutenant drew them up in . a 

o 2 line; 
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line; within about thirty yards of the place wher~ 
'Terreeoboo was fitting. . 

The old kihg continued, all this time, on the 
ground, bearing the moO: vifible marks of terror 
and dejection in his countenance. Captain Cook, 
unwilling to abandon the ohject which occafioned 
him to come on fuore, urged him moO: earoefily 
to proceed; whiHI, on the other hand, if the king 
expreifed any inclination to follow him, the chiefs, 
who furrounded him, interpofed; at firO: they 
had recourfe to prayers and entreaties, but after
wards to force and violence, and even infiO:ed on 
his remaining on fuore. Captain Cook, at length, 
rerceiving that the alarm had fpread too gene. 
rally, and that there was not a probability of 
getting him off without much bloodfhed, gave 
up the point; at the fame time obferving, to Mr. 
Phillips, that to compel him to go on board; 
would pl:obabJy oceafion the lofs of many of the 
lives of the inhabitants. 

N otwith11:anding this enterprize had now fail
lcd, and was abandoned by Captain Cook, yet it 
did not appear that his perfon was in the leaft 
degree of danger, till an accident happened, 
\\ihieh oeeafioned a fatal turn to the affair. The 
boats, fiationed aerofs the bay, having fired at 
fome canoes, for attempting to get out, unfor
tunately had killed one of their principal chiefs. 
Intelligence of his death arrived at the village 
where Captain Cook then was, juft as he had 

parted 
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parted from the king, and was pTClceeding with 
great deliberation towards the fhore. The fer
ment it immediately occafioned, was but too can
fpicuous; the women and children were inilantly 
rent away, and the men were Coon clad in their 
war-mats, and armed with fpears and ilones. One 
of the natives having provided himfdf with a 
fione, and a long iron fpike (called by the na
tives a pahooa) advanced towards the Captain, 
fiourilhing his weapon in defiance, and threaten
ing to throw the frone. The Captain requefred 
him to defi!1:; but the i11ander repeating his me
naces, he was highly provoked, and fired a load 
of fmall iliot at him. The man was 1hi~lded ill 
his war-mat, which the 111et could not penetrate; 
his firing therefore, ferved only to irritate and 
encourage them. Vollies of francs were thrown 
at the marines; and one of the erees attempted 
the life of Mr. Phillips with his pahooa; but, 

not fucceeding in the attempt, he received from 
him a blow with the butt en,i of his piece. c.~p

rain Cook immediately difcharged his fecond bar
rel, loaded with ball, and killed one of thc m'Jrt 
violent of the alfailants. A general attack with 
nones fucceeded, which was followed on our 
pm, by a difcharge of mll(qllctry, not on 1y from 
the marines, but alfo from the people in the 
boats. - The natives, to our great ailonifbment, 
received our fire with great firmnels; 3nd with-

. om giving time fortbe marines t~ chari,e a3ain , 
o 3 they 
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they rulhed in upon them with dreadful fhouts 
and yells. \Vhat followed was a fcene of hor
ror and confufion, which can more ea1jly be con! 
ceived than properly related"". 

Four of the Illarines retreated among the 
rocks, and fell a facrifice to the fury of the ene-. 
my; three others were dangeroutly wounded i 
and the lieutenant flab bed between the fhould~rs 
with a palzooa; but having fortunately referved 
his fire, fuot the man from whom he had received 
tpe wound, at the infiant he was preparinf; to 
repeat his biow. The laO: time our unfortunate 
Commodore was diftinCtly feen, he was ftanding 
at the water's edge, and ordering the. Qoats to 
ceafe firing, and pull in. 

It was imagined by fame of thofe who were 
prefent, that the marines, and thofe who wer~ iQ 
the boats, fired without Captain Cook's orders. 
and that he was anxious to prevent the farthe~ 

effufion of blood; it is therefore probable, that. 
on this occafion, his humanity proved fatal to 
him: for it \Vas obferved, that while he' faceq 
the nalives, no violence had been offered him; 
but, when he turned about, to give direCtions to 

'* Though a view of Karakakooa Eay, by Mr. Webber, 
has appeared in Captain Cook's Voyages in Qgarto, no en
:;raving has there been given of the death of the much-la
mented Commander. As fo interefiil1g a fubjeCl: will tend 
to gratify the curiofity of the reader, uncommon diligence 
has been exerted to procure a mafierly rcprefentation of f 0 

e"c,:ting a cataftrophe. 

the 





CdPT.1LlIv ... 

~ ______ ' ___ r) ~ _ 

JI1BnE (j)E,:JLT~oF CAP'rAIN JAMES COO~~,.F.ltS. at {)"'WHYJHlJEE illl q -Yn)cr:LXXlX () 

------- ------PI/Vlifl,;1 jY(ll " I'~O. fill..; , by JFtddllw,7'(lII'I!/7(/,11rl']/.(lIl', .f'mtdlrrd l .... Will/alert' /lvt' ..IlWria Lam, k JJ/{likrfall P,rmdtl(v , 
• 







" PAC I FIe 0 C E AN. 199 

the boats, he was ilabbed in the back, ~nd fdl 
with his face into the water. A general fhout was 
fet up by the iflanders on feeing him ~aIl, and bis 
body was dragged inhumanly on iliore, where he 
was furrounded by the enemy, who fnatching the 
dagger from each other's hands, difplayed a fa
vage eagernc:[s to join in his defrruCtion. 

Such was the fate of our moil excellent Com
,mander·! After a life, di1l:inguifhed by fuch fuc
cefsful enterprize, his death can hardly be reck
oped premature; fince he lived to accomplifh 
the great work for wbich he feemed particularly 
d'efi1?,ned; being rather removed from the enjoy
ment, than the acquifition of glory. How fin
cerdy his 10[5 was lamented, by thofe who owed 
their fecurity CO his !kill and conduct, and every 
confolation, to his tendernefs and humanity, it 
is impoffible to defcribe; and the taik would be 
equally difficult to reprefent the horror, dejeCtion, 
and difmay, which followed fo dreadful and un
expected a catailrophe. Let us, therefore, turn 
from fa calamitous a [eene, to tbe pleafing con
templation of his character and virtues, and pay 
our !aft juft tribute to the memory of this wor
thy man, in a ilion hi1l:ory of his life, and public 
ferviCes . 

. Captain James Cook was born in the year 1727, 
near Whitby, in Yorkiliire; and at an early 
age, commenced an apprenticeiliip to a thop. 
keeller in a neighbouring village. This not be-

04 ing 
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ing fuitable to his natural propenfity, he fool') 
quitted the counter, and contracted for nine 
years, with the mailer of a veffel in the coal 
trade. In 1755, at the comrnenc~ment of the 
war, he entered into the king's fervice on board 

the Eagle, then commanded by Captain Hamer, 
and afterwards by Sir Hugh Pallifer, who per~ 
ceiving his merit, advanced him to the quarter 
deck." 

In 1758, we find him mafter of the Nprthu~. 
berland, Lord Colville's flag ihip, who then 
comrnandecj the [quadran, ftationed on the coaft .. 
of America. Here, as he has frequently declared, ' 
he firil read Euclid, and clofely applied himfelf 
to the fiudy of the mathematics, with the affift
ance of only a few books, and his pwn induftry. 
~Vhile he thus found means to cultivate his un
derftanding, and fupply, in fome degree; the de~ 
ficiencies of an early education, he was engaged 
in moil of the acti ve fcenes of war in America. 
At the fiege of ~ebec, he was intrufted by Sir 
Charles S:\l!1dcrs with the execution of important 
fervices, in t!lC n:lVal department. He was the 
pilot who conducted the 'boats to the attack of 
Monqnurency; managed the embarkation to the 
heights of Abraham; and pointed out, by buoys: 
pow the large fhips might proceed with fecurity 
\lp the river. The manller in which he acquitted 
himfelf ih thefe important fervices, procured him 
fhe efieem ;;ncl friendfhip of Sir Charles Saunders 

and 
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lind Lord Colville, who continued his zealous 
patrons during the remainder of their lives. At 
the concluCton of the war, he was appointed~ 

through the interdl: of Lord Colville and Sir 
Hugh Pallifer, to make a furvey of the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence, and the coafts of Newfoundland. 
He was thus emp.loyed till the year 1767, when 
Sir Edward Hawke appointed him to the com~ 
mand of an expedition to the South Seas; in order 
~o make an obfervation of the tranfit of Venus" 
and' to profecute difcoveries in that part of the 

globe. 
His fervices, fince this period, are too gene

rally known to require enumeration. His repu
tation has proportionably advanced beyond the 
effeCl: of panegyric. He feems, indeed, to have 
been peculiarly· qualified for this fpecies of enter
prize. His natural inclination, the nature of his 
fervices, and indefatigable application, all con
fpired to compleat him for it: fo that he acquired 
fuch a degree ,of profefilonal knowledge, as can 
fall to the lot of very few. 

His frame and conftirution were robuft, and fuch 
as enabled bim to undergo tbe fevereft hardfhips. 
When neceilley required it, he could feed, with 
fatisfacbon, upon the coarfell and moa ungrate
ful food; and he fubmitted to every kind of fdf
denial with the greateft compofure and indiffe
rence. Nor were the qualities of his mj'Jd lefs vi

gor.ous than thofe of his body. His underHand-
tng 
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ing was {hong and perfpic:lcious: his judgment, 
efpecially in thofe matters in which he was more 
particularly engaged, quick and fure. His de
figns and operations, were the natural refult of 
a great original genius. His _ valour was cool, 

. deliberate, and determi~1ed; accompanied with a 
moa aftonifhing prefence of mind Oil the approach 
of dar-ger. His manners were plain, eafy, and 
unaffu~te '. His temper, it muft be admitted, 
was too much fubjeCl: to haftinefs and paffion ; 
but this fhould be forgotten, when it is confider
ed, that this difpoiition was the moil: benevolent 
and humane, 

The 'e are a few traits or outlines of the charac
ter of Captain Cook; bl!t its diftinguifhing fea
ture was, the moft unremitting perli:verance to 

a:complilh his ddign, in oppolition to dangers, 
difficulties and h:HJlhips, During all hi, long 
and tedioGs voyages, his eagcrnefs and aCtivity 
were neva in the lea:1 4 ~ated, No a !luring in-
ci:ement could detain him for a moment; even 
thofe intervals of recreation, which unavoidably 
occurred in .the ccmfe of our fervices, and were 
joyfully embraced'by many of his officers, were 
fubmitted to by him with impatience, if (hey 
could not be made fubfervient to the more effec. 
tual prof~culion of his ddigns, 

It would be unnecefiiuy to recapitulate the in
fiances in which thefe qualities were difpiayed. 
The refult of his fervices, however, we fhall juft 

touch 
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touch upon, under two principal heads, viz. geo .. 
. gr~phy and navigation, placing each in a {epa
rate and diftinfr point ohiew. 

No {eience, it is prefumed, has ever received 
great~r additions from the labours of one mao, 

lh~n geographY has done from thofe of Captain 
Cook. In his fidl: voyage, he difcovercd the 
Sopiety Wands; afcertained the jofularity of 
New +ealand; and difcovered the firaits wh iell [c-

I parate the two iilands, and are called after his 

nalPe. He explored the eafiero coafi of New 

Holland, till then unknown; an extent of twenty
{even degrees of latitude, and upwards of tWQ 

i ~houfand miles. 
I He gave, in his fecond expedition, a refolu

tion to the ~reat problem of a fouthern conti
ne~t; having [0 completely traverfed that hemi
fphere, as not to leave a po!Iibility of its exifi

,ence, unlefs it is fa near the pole, as to be be
~ond the reach of navigation. New Caledonia, 

~h~ l~rgefi iOand in the Southern Pacific, except 
N~I'{ Z!!aland, was- difcovered in this voyage. 
Allo the iiland of Georgia; and an unknowl1 

~o~ft, which the Captain named Sandwich land; 
and having twice vifited the tropical feas, he fet
tied the (ituations of the old, and made feveral 

new difcoveries. 
His t.hird and lail: .oyage, however, is diftin

guifqed, above tbe refi, by the extent and im

portance of its difcoveries. Not to mention the 
feveral 
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feveral fmaller iIlands in the Southern Pacific, he 

difcovered the group, called the Sandwich IOands; 
which, on account of their fituation and produc
tions, may perhaps become an objeCt of more 
confequence, than any other difcovery in the 
South Sea. He explored what had before re
mained unknown of the weftern coaft of Ame
rica, an extent of three thoufand feven hundred 
miles; afcertained the proximity of the two con
tinents of Afia and America; failed through the 
ftraits between them, and furveyed the coafts on 
each fide, fo far as to be fatisfied of the imprac
ticability of a paffage in that hemifphere, from 
the Atl~ntic into the Pacific Ocean, by an eaft
ern or wefl:ern courfe. He has, in fhort, com
pleated the hydrography of the habitable globe, 
if we except the Japanefe Archipelago, and the 
rea of Amur, which' are ftill imperfeCtly known 
by Europeans. 

His fervices, as a navigator, are not lefs im. 
portant and meritorious. The method which he 
invented, and 10 fuccefsfully put in praCtice, of 
preferving the health (and confequently the lives) 
of (eamen, willtranfmit his !lame to future ages, 
as a 'riend and benefactor of mankind. , 

fL is well known among thofe who are con-: 
• VtrrlOt in naval hifl:ory, that the advantages 

which have been fought, through the medium 
of long fea-voyages, have always been purchafed 

at a dear rate. That dreadful diforder which is. 

feculiaf 
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peculiar to this fervice, mufi:, without exercifing 
an unwarrantable degree of tyranny over our 
feamen, have been an infllperable obftacle to our 
e/lterprizes. It was referved for Captain Cook to 
convince the world, that voyages might be pro
traCted to three or even four years, in un
known regions, and under every change of cli
mate, without affecting the health in the fmaJleft 
degree, and even without diminilbing the proba
bility of life. His method has been fully ex
plained, in a paper which. was read before the 
Royal Society, in 1776 '*. 

Refpecting his profefiional abilities, they mufl: 
be fubmitted to the judgment of thofe who arc 
acquainted with the fervices in which he was en

gaged. They cannot buc acknow ledge, thar t() 

have conducted three fuch dangerous and diffi
cult expeditions, of fo unufual a length, witn 
invariable fuccefs, muft not o~ly h~ve required 
an aCCllrate knowledge of his bufinefs, but alfo a 

moll: powerful and comprehenfive genius. 
Having thus given a faithful, though a con

eife account df the death of our much lamented 
'Commander, and alfo of his character and flr· 
vices, his memory muft now be left to the gra

titude and admiration of pofl:erity. 

* Sir Godfrey Copley's gold mcd"l was awarded him, on 
tbat occafion. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. IV. 

'Irt/nJaClions at Owhyhee, [ubfequeiit to th~ deat~ 
of Captain Cook-Bravery of Mr. Phillips':"':' 
',ne Ijlanders forced to retire-Si/uali/m O/OUf 
Party al the Morai-'The Natives annoy tkeliz 
with Stones-AttEmpts 10 floYln the Morai~A 
fhort Truce-Our People quit the l'I!forai-Pacijt 
l\leoJures determined on-Mr. King fenl to obtain 
a COI/erence with [ome of the Chiefs-His In'ler
view with, Koah-Contemptuous Behaviour of th~ 
Natives-Precautions laken by us-'1wo of thl 
lflanders, in a Came, fired at, but 110t hurt
A Piece of Captain Cook's Flrjh brought us by one 
of them-Further Provocations jrom the Natives 
-Some great Guns fired at thelJ1-0ur Watering 
Party harra.JJed with Stones - 'The Village of 
KakoolJ burned by our People-Bra,very of on'e of 
the Natives-A procdjion, headed by Kalreekeeal 
who comes on board Ihe ReJolution-The Bones if 
Captain Cook brought to zls-crhey tire committed 
to the Deep-'1hc Ships leave Karakakooa Bay. 

W E have before obferved that fout of the 
marines, who accompanied Captain Cook, 

were killed by the natives on the fpot. The 
others, with their lieutenant, Mr. Phillips, threw 
themfelves into the fea, and made their efcapef 
being protected by a fmart tire from the boats. 

On 
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On this occafion, a {hiking inftance cf g:lllant 
behaviour, and of affection for his men, was di[
played by Mr. Phillips; for he had [carcely got 
into the boat, \\ hen feeing one of the marir.':s, 
whe was not a very expert fwimmer, ftruggling 
in the water, and in dan;;,.,r of being taken by tht: 
ifl!anders, he inftantly leaped into the fea to hi5 
affii1:ance, though confiderably wolfnded hirnfdf; 
and after receiving a blow on his head from a 
-ft:one, which had almoft (ent him to the bottom, 
he caught the marine by the hair, and brought 
him off in fafery. Our people for fome time kept 
up a confi"ant fire from the boats (which, during 
the whole tranfaCl:ion, were at no greater diftance 
from the land than twenty yards), in order to af
ford their unfortunate companions, if any of [hem 
fhould ftill remain alive, an opportunity of ef
feCting their efcape. Thefe continued efforts, 
feconded by a few guns, that were at the fa~11~ 
time, fired from the Re(olution, having at length 
compelled the enemy to retire, a fmail boar, 
manned by five midfhipmen, pulled towards the 
fliore, where they perceived the bodies lying on 
the ground, without any figns of life. However, 
they judged it dangerous to attempt to bring 
[hem off with (0 inconfiderable a force; and their 
an1munition being nearly conf'umed, they re
turned to the Ihips, leaving the bodies in roC .. 
felian of the natives, together with ten ftands of 
arms. 

When 
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When the general confiernation, which t~e 

news of this misfortune had diffufed throughout 
the whole company ~f both thips, had in fome 
degree fubfided, their attention was called to the 
party at the morai, where the maO: and fails were 
on thore, guarded by only fix marines. It is dif
ficult to dcfcribe the emotions that agitated the 
minds of Mr. King and his attendants, at this 
ftation, during the time in which thefe occur~ 

I ' 
fences had happened, at the other fide of the bay. 
Bei;lCT at the diftance only of a rnile from the vil-a 
lage of Kowrowa, they could diO:inCtly perceive a 
vail: multitude of people collected on the fpot 
where Captain Cook had juft before landed. They 
beard the firing of the mufquets, and obferved 
an uncommon buftle and agitation among the 
crowd. They afterwards faw the iflanders re
treating, the boats retiring from the thore, and 
paffing and repaffing, with great ftillnets, be
tween the thips. Mr. King's heart foon mifgave 
him on this occafion. \-Vhere fa valuable a life 
was concert}ed, he could not avoid being alarm
ed by fuch new and threatening appearances. 
Befides this, he knew that Captain Cook, from a 
long feries of fuccefs, in his tranfaCtions with the 
natives of this ocean, had acquin:d a degree of 
confidence, which might," in fame ill. fated mo
ment, put him too much off his guard; and Mr. 
King now faw all the dangers to which that conii
denc!: might lead, without deriving much con-

folatioR 
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, ~~ilt~Qn fr~m th,e con.i!d,era~ion of the experience 
which had given rife to it. His firil: care, on 
~earil}g the r~port of the mufquets, was to <).1fure 
~ illw.4ers, cqnfiderable numbers of whom 'were 
a/felpbJe.4 rOijqd the walls of our confecrated field, 
and f~med ~ a lors how to account for what they 
had htard iUld fe,en, that they ihould meet with 
no JJlQ}j!.(t~tj0f1; and that, at all events, he was in
clined to coptinue on peaceable terms with them • 
• Mr,. King .md his ;luendants remained in this 

fitl.1;!.ti.gn till tqe boats had returned on board~ 

whel} C~majn Clerke perceiving by means of his 
tI\Iefq),P!!, that our party w~ furrounded by the 
natjy,t:s, who, he thought, defigned to attack 
them, ordered two four-pounders to be fired at 
dle iil4nqer,s. Thefe guns, though well aimed. 
~d no ffiifchief; but t4!!y gave the natives a con ... 
I'inci,n,g proof of ~heir powerful effeCts. A cocoa .. 
Ilut tree, under \V.hicl). f<?IDe 9f them were fitting, 
was b.rqI.:en in the m~4dle by o11;e of the balls; 
m4 ~ .~her lhiv.ered a rocJ<:, which flood in an. 
FXf1:Cl: lipe with them. As Mr. King had, juil: 
Wgre, given them t~ ft,rongeil: affurance~ of 
tIJ~r (afety, he was efCtrernely mortified at, thi~ 
lIll:gfhQ!lility, ;md t<;> p,reveqt its h~ing repeated. 
iA\iJ:~I}~ly qifpatched a 90at to ~nform Cilptain 
C.lerke, ~hil:t he wat> Cj.t prefept on the~ft 
amicalJle terms with the illanders, and that, if 
ilflY future 9~c.a,fio~ {ho~ld arife for changin.z his 
(qnd~la towards them he would hoift a jack, as 

• ,~ J ~." . 

,_ Y9J. .• JlI.-lI1~ 16. P a fignal 
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a fignal for Captain Clerke to afford him hi! 

affiftance. 
Mr. King waited the return of the boat with 

the gteateft impatience; and after remaining for 
the fpace of a quarter of an hour under the ut
moft anxiety and fufpence, his fears were at kngth 
confirmed, by the arrival of Mr. Bligh, with or_' 
ders to ftrike the tents immediately, and to fend 
on board the fails that were repairing. At the 
fame inftant Kaireekeea, having alfo rectived in
formation of the death of Captain Cook, from a 
native who had arrived fram the other fide of the 
bay, approached'Mr. King with great dejection 
and forrow in his countenance, inquiring whether 
it was true; 

The fituation of the party, at this time .. wat 
highly critical and important. Not only their 
own lives, but the iffue of the expedition. and 
the return of at leaft one of the ihip!f, were in.
volved in the fame common danger. They had 
the maft of the Refolution, and the greater part 
of the fails, on fuore. proteCted by only half a 
dozen marines. The lofs of thefe would have 
been irreparable; and though the Wanders had 
not as yet teftified the fmalleft difpofition to. 
moleft-rhe party, it was difficult to anfwer for the 
alteration, which the intelligence of the tranf
action at Kowrowa might produce, Mr; King 
therefore thought proper t~ diifemble his belief 
of the death of Captain Cook, and to defire 

2 Kaireekeea. 
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&airee~eea to difcourage the report; apprehend
ing th~t either the fear of our refentment, or the 
fuccefsful example of their countrymen, might 
perhaps lead them to feize the favourable oppor
tunity, which at this time prefented itfelf, of giv
ing usa fecond blow. He, at the fame time, ad
vifed h~m to bring old Kaoo, and the other pricfts, 
in~o a large houfe adjoining to the 111orai, partly 
from a regard to their fafety, in cafe it fhould 
have been found neceffary to have recourfe to 
violent meafures; and partly from a deure of 
having him near our people, in order to make ufe 
of .his authority with the natives, if it could be 
infuumental in maintaining peace . 
. Mr. KingJ"laving ftatiom:d the marines on the 

top of the morai, which formed a ftrong an~ 
aQ..vantageous poft, intrufted the command to Mr. 
Bligh, who received the moft poutive direCtion, 
to act folely on the defenuve, went on board the 
.Qifcovery, in order to confer with Captain 
Cb:rke on the dangerous utuation of our affairs. 
lie had no fooner left the fpot, than the iflanders 
began to annoy our people with ftones; and juft 
after he had reached the fhip, he heard the firing 
.Qf the .marines. He therefore haftily returned on 
ihote, . where he found affairs growing every mo
m.ent ,more alarming. The natives were provid
~.g arms, and putting on their mats j and their 
numlJers augn:iented very faft. He alfo obferve<;l 
f~!,eraqaI:ge bodies advancing towards our party 
" .P 2. along' 
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'along the c1iff, by wbic4 the village of Kakoar 
is feparated from the north fide of the bay, w~re 

Kowrowa is fituate. 
They at 1'irft attacked our peeple with ~ 

from behind the walls- of their indORJre~, and 
meeting with no refiftancf, they foon became 
more daring. A few courageous fellows, having 
crept along the beach, under cover of the rocks. 
fuddenly prefented themfelves at the foot of the 
t11orai, with an intention of ~orming it on the 
fide next the fea, which was its only acceffible. 
part; and they were not diilodged before they had 
flood a confiderable quantity of !hot, and hatl 
{een one of their number fall. 

The courage of one of thefe affaiIant& d:e(t!rves. 
to be recorded. Having returned with a view 
of carrying off his companion, amidft the fire of 
our whole party, he received a wound. wh.jch 
obliged him to quit the body, and ~etire; but 
a few minutes afterwards, he again made his ap.
pearance, and receiving another wound, was Ull

der the neceffity of retreating a fecond time. At 
that moment Mr. King anived at the m(lrai. ;ptd 

Jaw this man return a third time, faint from the 
.tofs of blood and fatigue. Being informed ftf 
-what had happened, he forbad the foldiers to 1W; 
and the il1ander was fuffered to carry off bis 
triend, which he was juft able to accomplifil; and 
then fell down himfelf, and breathed his laft. 

A ftron( 
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Aftrong reinforcement from both fhips having 
landed about this time, the natives retreated be

hind their walls; which afforded Mr. King ac

cefs to the priefts, he fent one of them to exert 
bis endeavours to bring his countrymen to fome 

terms, and to propofe to them, that if they would 
detift 'from throwing franes, he would not allow 
iJur men to fire. This truce was agreed to, and 

.our people were fuffe-red to launch the roan, and 

wty off the fatis, aftronomical inf1:ruments, &c. 
1rithaut moleftation. As foon as our party hac! 
.quitted the moroi, the il'landers took poffeffion of 
it, and fome of them threw a few ftones, whicR 

however -did no mifchief. 
Between eleven and twelve o'clock Mr. King 

.arrived on board the Difcov.ery, where he found 
;hat no decifive pIau had been adopted for the 

~rgtIlation of our future proceedings. The re
covery of Captain Cook's body, and the reftitu
tion of the boat, were the objects which • .QB aU 
hands, we agreed to infift on; and Mr. King de
dared it as his opiniol'l, that fame vigorous mea

lures ihoulJ be put in execution, if the demand 
IJf them fhould nat be inftantly complied with. 

Though .it may be juftly fuppofeli that Mr. 
King'£ fceHr:1gs, pn the death of a beloved and 
Itfpeded friend, h.ad fornc {harc in this opinion, 

tel: there wcre .doubtlefs other reafons, and thofe 

19f the moil: ferious nature, that had fome weight 
a-itb him. The confidence which the fuccefs of 

p 3 the 
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the natives i~ killing our Commander, and oblig_ 
ing us to leave the thore, muft naturally have iri
fpired; and the advantage, however inconfider_ 
able, which they had gained over us the preced
ing day, would, he had no doubt, excite them 
to make farther dangerous attempts; and· the 
more particularly, as they had no great reafon. 
from what they had hitherto obferved, to dread 
the effeCts 'Of our fire-arms. 'This kind of weapon • 
indeed, contrary to the expectations of us all. had 
froduced in them no figns of terror. On our 
fide, fuch was the condition of our veffels, and 
the ftate of difcipline among us, ·that had a 
vigorous attack been made on us, during the 
night, the confequences might perhaps have been 
highly difagreeable. Mr. King was fupported. 
in thefe apprehenfions, by the opinion of the 
greater part of the officers on board; and no
thing feemed to him more likely to encourage 

/ 

the iflanders to make the attempt, than the ap_ 
pearance of our being inclined to an accommoda
tion, which they could ody impute to weaknefs. 
or fear. 

On the other hand it was urged, in favour ·of 
more conciliatory meafures, that the mifchief was 
already done, and was irreparable; that the"na
tives, by reafon of their former friendthip" and 
kindnefs, had a ftrong claim to our regard; and 
the more particularly, as the late calamitous ac
cident did not appear to have taken its rife from 

any 
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lny pre~editated defign; that, on the part of 
Terreeoboo, his ignorance of the theft, his will~ 
ingnefs to accompany Captain Cook on board the 
RefGlution. and his having actually fent his two 
fons into the pinnace, muft refcue his charaaer, 
in this refpea, from the fmalleft degree of fuf
picion; that the behaviour of his women and the 
~hiefs might £afily be accounted for, from the 
1IPpreheniions occafioned in their minds by the 
armed force with which Captain Cook landed, 
and the hoftile preparations in the bay; appear
!lnces fo unfuitable to the confidence and friend
fuip in which both parties had hitherto lived, 
that the arming of the iflanders was manifeftly. 
with a defign to refift the attempt, which they 
had fome reafon to expeC,l: wDuld be made, to 

carry .off t~ir fovereign by force, and was na
turally to be expeaed f;om a people who had a 
remarkable ~ffetl:ion for their chiefs, 

To thefe dictates of humanity other motives 
of a prudential kind were added; that we were 
in want of a fupply of water and other refrdh
}llents; thq.t the Refolu~ion's foreQ1aft woulg .. Xe ... 
quite 'fevcIl or eight days work, before i): CQuld be 
Aepped; that the fpring was advancin.g very faft ; 
,and ~ha~ ~4e fpeedy profecUJ:ion of our next ex
pedition to the northward ought now to be our 
{ole'objea; and that, therefore, to engage in a 
:+>indiaive conteft with the natives, might not 
Pnly fubje¢t ~s to the imputation of needlefs 

p 4 cruelty, 
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cruelty, but would occafidn gtea~ delay in thet 
equipment of our iliips. 

Captain Clerke cortcurred in this latter opinion; 
and though Mr. King was convinced, that an 
early and vigorous difplay of our refentment would 
have more effeCtually anfwered every oBjeCl: botH 
of prudence and humanity, he was; upon the 
,,,hole, not forry that the meafures he had re
commended were rejeCted. For though the con
temptuous behaviour of the iflanders, and inei! 
fubfequerit oppofition to our neceffary occupations 
on iliore, arifing, moil probably, from a mlf
conftruCtion of our lenity, obliged us at laft to 
have fecourfe to violence in our own deferice; 
yet he was not certain, that the circumftarlce~ Of 
the cafe would, in the opinion of the gerleralitj' I 

of people, have juilified the ufeof force, on our 
part, in the fiill inftance. Cautionary feverity is 
ever invidious, and the rigour of:i. prevehtive 
meafure, when it is the moft fuccef~ful, Ie'ave& its 
expediency the leail apparent. 

While we were thus edgaged in concerting 
fome plan for our future operations, a very nume~ 
rous concourfe of the natives ftill kept poffeffioll 
of the iliore; and fome of them, coming off ill 
canoes, approached within piftol-iliot of the fhipr, 
and infi,lccd us by various marks of defianc~ and 
\C;;ltlTi,pt. It was extremely difficult to rclhain 
the [camm h 0,,\ the ufe of their arms on theiC 
uccafionsj bUE:. :!S pacific;: meafures had been r~ 

folved 
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i<1lved' ini, the oin<Jes were aHowed to return un .. 
fiiolefted. 

Mr. King was now ordered to approach towarcW 
the {hate, with the boats of both lliips, well 
manned and armed, with a view of bringing the 
HIllnders to a parley, and of obtaining, if pomble, 
! conference with fome of the Erees. If he ihould 
ftiCceed in this attempt, he was to demand the 
iilearl bodies, and particularly that of Captain 
Cbtik; to threaten them, in cafe of a refufal, with 
our refeIitment; but by no means to fire, uniefs 

matked; and not to go aihore on any account 
whatever. Thefe inftruCl:ions were delivered to 
Mr. King; before the whole party, in the moil 
flOfitive mannei'. 

Mr. King and his detachment left the fhips 
about four o'clock in the afternoon; and, as they 
approa.ched the £hore, they perceived every in .. 
dication of a hoftile reception. The natives were 
all in motion; the womeh and children retiring. 
the men arining themfelves with long [pears ahd 
daggers, and putting on their war-mats. . It alfo 
appeared that, flnce the morning, they had thrown 
llpbreaft-wotks of ftone along the beach where 
Captain Cook had landed, in expeCl:ation, perhaps~ 
gf an attack at that place. I 

As foon as our party were within reach, the 
ilianders began to thtow ftones at them with 
flings, but withOtlt doing any mifchief. Mr. 
King concluded, from thefe appearances, that ':!I 

attempts 
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attempts to bring them to a parley would be in
effectual, unlefs he gave them fome ground foJ' 
mutual confidence; he therefore ordered the 
armed boats to fiop. and advanced alone in the 
{mall boat, holding in his hand a white flag; me 
meaning of which. from an univerfal {hout of joy 
from the natives, he had the fatisfaction to find 
was immediately underftood. The women in,. 
ftantly returned from the fide of the hill, whither 
they had retired; the men threw off their mats, 
and all feated themfelves together by the fea-fide, 
~xtending their arms, and inviting Mr. 0 King to 
land, 

Though fuch behaviour feemed expreffive of a 
friendly difpofition, he could not avoid entertain .. 
ing (u[picions of its fincerity. But when he faw 
Koah, with extraordift«q boldnefs and affurance, 
fwimming off towards the boat, with a white flag 
in hi.. hand, he thought proper to r:etUi'n this 
~ark of confidence, and accorclingly received 
him into the boat, though he was armed; a cir~ 
cumftance which did not contribute to le1}en Mr. 
King's fufpicions. He had, indeed, long har
boured an unfa¥ourable opinion of Koah. The 
priefts had always reprefented him as a perfon of 
a malicious temper, and no friend to us; and the 
repeated detections of his fraud ,al).dtreachery, 
had convinced us of the truth of their affertions. 0 

Befides, the melancholY'tranfactions of the morn.. 
o o~g, in which he ~"as reen perfon:ning, a prin~ipa~ 

part, 
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Ptrt, infpired' Mr. King with the utmoft 'horror 
at 'finding himfelf [0 near him; and as he ap_ 
proached him with feigned tears, and embraced 
him, Mr. King was [0 diftruftful of his intentions. 
that he took hold of the point of the pahooa. 
which the chief held in his hand, and turned it 
from him. He informed the iflander that he 
had come to demand the body of Captain Cook, 
and to declare war againft the natives unlefs it 
was reftored without delay. Koah affured him 
that this ihould be done as foon as pomble, and 
that he would go him[elf for that purpo[e; and 
after requefting a piece of iron of Mr. King, with 
marks of great affurance, he leaped into the wa
ter, .and [warn aihore, calling out to his country--: 
men, that we were all friends again. 

Our people waited with great anxiety near an 
hour for his return. During this interval, the 
other boats had approached fo near the ihore, that 
the men who were in them entered into converfa
tion with a party of the iflanders, at a'little di[
tance, by whom they were informed, that the 
captain's body had been cut to pieces, and car
ried up the country; but of this circumftance Mr. 
King was not apprized till his return to the ihips. 

Mr. King now began to exprefs [orne degr~e 
9f impatience at Koah's delay; upon which the 
chiefs preffed him exceedingly to land, affuring 

'. him that, if he would go in perron to Terreeo
.. boo~ the body would be undoubtedly reftored to 

him. 
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him. When they found they could' nclt plevait-, 
<m Mr. King to go afb-ore, they ehdeavoured.oll 
pretence of converfing with him with greater 
eafe, to decoy his boat among fome rocks, where 
they might have had it in their pbwer to feparatc! 
him from the other boats. It was eafy to foe' 
through thefe artifices, and he was therefore Yer! 
<lefitous of breaking off all communication with, 
them, when a chief approached, who had pir", 
ticularly attached himfelf to Captain Clerke, and· 
the officers of the Difcovery; on board which 
(hip he had failed when we laft quitted the bay,. 
intending to take his pafTage to the Wand of: 
Mowee. He faid he .came from Terreeobooj tft 
acquaint out people, that the body was catriecl 
up the country. but that it iliould be brought' 
back the following morning. Theft! appeli~d 
much fincerity in his manner; and being afkd 
if he uttered a falfehood, he hooked togetbet hit: 
two fore fingers, which is here ullderftood as the' 
fign of veracity, in the ufe of which thefe lOandet. 
are very fcrupulou!. 

Mr. King, being now at a 10fs how to ptuceed,' 
Cent Mr. Vancouver to inform Captain Clerke of 
all that had paired; that it was his opinion, f~ 
natives did not intend to keep their ~fud With 
lIS; and, far from being grieved at what had hap..! 
pened, were on the contrary infpited with gr~i 
confidence on account of their late fucce'fs, and 
fought only to gain time till they could plan f9ft1~ 

fcbemo 
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Jcheme fQr getting our people into their power. 
Mr. Vl!1lC()UV~r ca~e back wit/l orders for Mr. 
iipg to return on board, after giving the Wanders 
to Ilnderftan.d, that if the body was not reftoreli 
J):le ~ext moming, the town fhould be deftroyed. 
W~en they percei>led our party retiring, they 

,:J19!!~.voured to provoke them by the moft con
~!!mptlJOUs and infulting geftures. Several of Ollr 

-people faid they could diftinguifh fome of the 
,AAtiy~s p~rading about in the clothes which had 
,pqio!lged to our unhappy countrymen, and among 

.l~~ an Eree. brandifhing Captain Cook's hanger, 
and a woman holding the fcabbard. 

In .confequence of Mr. King's report to Cap
.lain Clerke of what he [I,lppo[ed to be the pre
fent temper alJ.d difpofition of the inhabitants,. 
ibt )!llQft eJfectual methods wen: taken to guard 
ig!Iinft any attack thcy might make during the 
night. The boats wcre moored with top-chains; 
Mclditional fentinels were il:ationed in each of our 
~jps; and guard.,.boats were directed to row round 
lb.em, in order to prevent the illandcrs from cut .. 

3l~!:he cables. 
In the night we faw a vail: number of lights 

DR ~he hills. which induced fome of us to ima ... 
gine that they were removing their effects far ... 
lh.er up il\to the country, in confequence of our 
menaces. But it feems more probable that they 
~ere .kindled at the facrifices that were perform

C;ag on aC(;Qunt of the:: war, in ~hich they fl,lppofeGi 
them-
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themfe1ves likely to be engaged; and, pei'h~J I 
-the bodies of our {lain countrymen· were at ihltt 
time burning. We afterwards obferved fires- of 
the fame kind as we paffed the ifiand of Mo
rotoi, and which, according to the information we 
received from fome of the natives then on board, 
were made on account of a war they had declared 
againfi a neighbouring iOand. This agrees with 
what we learned among the Friendly and Society 
IOes, that, previous to any hofiile expedition, 
the chiefs always endeavoured to animate the 
courage of the people by feafis and rejoicings in 
the night. 

We paffed the night without any difiurbance. 
except from the howlings and lamentations which 
were heard on fuore. Early the next morning, 
(Monday the 15th) Koah came along-fide the 
Refolution, with a fmall pig, and fome cloth, 
which he defued permiilion to prefent to Mr. 
King. We have already mentioned that this 
officer was fuppofed by the iOanders to be the 
fon of Captain Cook; and as the latter had al- . 
ways fuffered them to believe it, Mr. King was 
probably confidered as the chief after his death. 
As foon as he carne on deck, he interrogated) 
Koah with regard to the body; and, on his re
turning cvafive anfwcrs, refufed to accept his pre
fents, and was on the point of difmiiling him 
with expreilions of anger and refentmenc. had 
not Captain -Clerke, with a view of keeping. up 

the 
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the appearance of friendihip, judged it more pro.. 
per that he fuould be treated with the cufiomary 
refped:. 

This chief came frequently to us, in the courfe 
of. the morning, with fome trifling prefent or 
other; and as we always obferved him eyeing 
every part of the fhip with a great degree of at
tention, we took care he fhould fee we were well 
prepared for our defence . 
. He was extremely urgent both with Captain 

Clerke and Mr. King to go on fuore, imputing 
the detention of the bodies to the other chiefs; 
arid affuring thofe gentlemen, that every thing 
might be adjufted to their fatisfaCtion by a per
fonal interview with the king. However, they 
did not think it prudent to comply with Koah's 
requeft; and, indeed, a faa came afterwards to 
their knowledge, which proved his want of ve
racity .. For they were informed, that immedi
ately after the aCtion in which Captain Cook had 
.loft his life, Terreeoboo had retired to a cave in 
the fteep part of the mountain, that hangs over 
the bay, which was acceffible only by means of 
ropes, and where he continued for [everal days, 
baving his provifions let down to him by cords. 
. After the departure of Koah from the fuips, 
we obferved that his countrymen, who had af
femblcd by day-break in vafi crowds on the 
fuore, flocked around him with great eagernefs 
Oil his landi.ng, as if they wifhed to learn the in-

telligence 
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telligen.ce he had glliP,fd, and what Q:eptl W€re f,(f 

be taken in confequence of it. It is highly pm:
bable, that they expected we ihould attempt tet 
put our threats in execution; and they appeared 
fully .determined to frand their ground. Du.ring 
~he whole morning we heard CQIlchs blowilJg in 
various parts of the coaJ1:; l¥ge parties were p.er.,. 
ceived marching over the l;tills; ~nd, upon the 

whole, appearances were fo alarming. that w~ 
carried out a frream qnchor, for the purpQfo of 
hauling the ihip abre\J.ft of .the tmvn, in cafe of an 

attack; and boats were flationed off the northern 
point of the bay, in order to prevent a furpr.ize 
from the natives in that quarter. 

The warlike pbfture in which they appeared.at 
prefent, and th~ breach of their engagement tel 

reftore the bodies of the nain, occaflOntd fi:dh 
debates among us concerning the meafures whU:ll 
.fhould now be purfued. It was at length Qflt:ei .. 
mined, that nothing lhould be permitted to in
terfere with the repair of the Refolution's malt. 
<j.nd the preparations for our departure; but that 

we lhould, ncverthelefs, continue our .1legocia;.. 
.tions for the reftoration of the bodies of our ~~ 
trymen. 

The greater part of the day was employed in 
gettj.ng the fQre-m~ft into a proper fituation.on 
6eck, that the carpenters might work upon it.; 

<and alfo in milking the cequifite alterations in ~ 
·commiffioru of the offic~rs. The ~hiefcomroarui 

. ·of 
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"r the eXpedition having devolved on Captain 
'Clerke, he removed on board the Refolution, 
promoted Lieutenant Gore to the rank of Captain 
of the Difcovery, appointed Meffrs. King and 
Williamfon firft and fecond Lieutenants of the 
Refolution, and nominated Mr. Harvey, a Mid
fitfpmarl, who had accompanied Captain Cook 
during his two laft voyages, to fill the vacant 
lieutenancy. During the whole day we fuftained 
no interruption from the iflanders; and in the 
.evening the launch was moored with a top-chain, 
and guard-boats ftationed round each of the ihips 
as t":fore. 

About eight o'clock, it being exceedingly 
dark, we heard a" canoe paddling towards the 
'fhip; and it was no fooner perceived, than both 
the rentinels on deck fired into it. There were 
two of the natives in this canoe, who immediately 
roared out "" 'I'innee," (which was their method of 
ptOrioimcing Mr. King's name) and faid they were 
fr1ends, and had fomethirig with them which be~ 
longed to Captain Cook. When they came on 
board, they threw themfelves at the feet of our 
officers, and feemed to be extremely terrified. It 
fortunately happened that neither of them waS 
hurt,norwithftanding the balls of both pieces had 
gone through the canoe. 

One of them was the perf on who has been al
ready mentioned, under the appellation of the 
raboo man, who conftantlyattended Captain Cook 
"Vat. III.-N~ 16. Q. with 
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with the particular ceremonies we have before de~ 
. fcribed; and who, though a man of dif!:inction 
in the il1and, could fcarcely be prevented from 
performing for him the mof!: humiliating. offices 

. of a menial fervant. After bewailing, with many 
tears, the lofs of the Orono, he informed us that 
he had brought a part of his body. He then 
gave us a fmall bundle which he brought under 
his arm; and it is impoffible to defcobe the hor
ror with which we were feized upon finding in 
it a piece of human flefh, of the weight of about 
nine or ten pounds. This, he [aid, was all that 
now remained of the body; that the ref!: had been 
cut in pieces and burnt; but that the head and 
all the bones, except thofe which belonged to 
the trunk, were in the poffeffion of Terreeoboo 
and the other chiefs; that what we faw had been 
allotted to Kaoo, the chief of the pcief!:s, for the 
purpofe of being ufed in fome religious ceremony; 
and that he had fent it as a tef!:imony of his in
.nocence, and of his attachment to us. 

We had now an opportunity of learning \Vhe. 
ther they were cannibals, and we did not neglect 
to avail ourfelves of it. We firf!: endeavoured, 
by feveral indirect quef!:ions put to each of them 
apart, to gain information refpecting the man
ner in which the other bodies had been treated 
and difpofed of; and finding them very conf!:ant 
in one account, that after the Belli had been cut 
off, the whole of it was burnt; we at laf!: put the 

direct 
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dired queftion, whether they had not fed on 
fome of it? they immediately teftified as much 
horror at fuch an idea as any European would 
have done; and aiked whether that was the prac
tice among us? They afterwards aiked us, with 
great earneftnefs, and with an appearance of ap
prehenfion, when the Orono would come again? 
and how he would treat them on his return? The 
fame inquiry was often made in the fequel by 
others; and this idea is confiftent with the gere
ral tenor of their condua towards him, which 
. indicated that they confidered him as a being of 
a fuperior fpecies. 

Though we preffed our two friendly vifitants 
to continue on board till the next morning, we 
could not. prevail upon them. They informed 
us, that if this tranfaaion fhould come to the 

-)knowledge of the king, or any of the other Erees, 
it might be attended with the moft fatal confe
quences to their whole fociety, to prevent which 
they had been under the neceffity of coming to 
us in the dark; and the fame precaution they 
faid would be requifite on returning on fhor~. 

They further told us, that the chiefs were eager 
to take revenge on us for the death of their coun-

. trymen; and particularly cautioned us againft 
trufting Koah, who, they affured us, was our 
implacable enemy, and ardently longed for an 

'ppportunity of fighting us, to which the blowing 
~2 of 
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of the conchs that we had heard in the morning 
was intended as a challenge. 

It alfo appeared, from the information of thefe 
men, that feventeen of their countrymen were 
t1ain in the firft a8:ion at the village of Kow
rowa, five of whom were chiefs; and that Kaneena 
and his brother, our particular friends, were of that 
number. Eight they faid had loft theIr lives at 
the obfervatory, three of whom likewife were 
perfons of the firft diftinction. 

The two natives left us about eleven o'clock, 
and took the precaution to defire that one of 
our guard-boats might attend them till they had 
paired the Difcovery, left they fhould again be 
fired upon, which, by alarming their countrymert 
on ihore, might expofe them to the danger of 
detection. This requeft was readily complied 
with; and we had the fatisfaction to find that they 
reached the land fafe and undifcovered. 

We heard, during the remainder of this night; 
the fame loud lamentations as in the preceding 
one. Early the following morning we received 
a vifit from Koah. Mr. King was piqued at find
ing that, notwithftanding the moft glaring marks 
of treachery in his conduct, and the pofitive de
claration of our friends the priefls, he fhould frill 
be fuff'ered to carryon the fame farce, and to 
make us at leaft appear the dupes of his hypo .. 
crify. Our fituation was indeed become ex .. 
tremely aukward and unpromifing; none of the 

purpofcs 
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purpofes for which this. pacific plan of proceed
ings had been adopted, having hitherto been in 
any refpeCt promoted by it. No fatisfaCtory an
fwer had been given to our demands; we did not 
feem to have made any progrefs towards a recon
ciliation with the natives; they ftill remained on 
the fuore in hoftile poftures, as if determined 
to oppofe any endeavours we might make to go 
afhore; and yet it was become abfolutely necef
fary to attempt landing, as the completing our 
frock of water would not admit of any longer 
delay. 

We muft remark, however, in ju~ice to the 
conduCt of Captain Clerke, that it was highly 
probable, from the great numbers of the iflanders, 
and from the refolution with which they feemed 
to expeCt our approach, that an attack could not 
have been made without danger; and that the 
10Cs of even a very few men might have been 
feverely felt by us during the remainder of our 
voyage; whereas the delaying to put our menaces 
into execution, though, on the one hand, it di
minifued their opinion of our valour, had the ef
fea of occafioning them to difperfe on the other. 
For this day, about twelve o'clock, upon finding 
that we perfifted in our inactivity, great bodies 
(If them, after blowing their concN, and ufing 
every method of defiance, marched off, over the 
hills, and never made their appearance afterwards. 
Thofe, however, who remained, were not the 

Q.3 lers 
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lefs daring and prefumptuous. \ One of them had 
the infolence to come within mufquet-fhot, a-head 
of the Refolution, and, after throwing feveral 
!lones at us, waved over his head the hat which 
had belonged to Captain Cook, while his coun
trymen a-ihore were exulting and encouraging his 
audacity. 

Our people were highly enraged at this infult, 
and coming in a body on the quarter:"deck, begged 
they might no longer be obliged to put up whh 
fuch reiterated provocation, and requefl:ed Mr. 
King to endeavour to obtain permiffion for them, 
from Captain Clerke, to taije advantage of the 
fir!l fair occafion of avenging the death of their 
much-lamented Commander. On Mr. King's 
acquainting the Captain with what was palling, 
he ordered fome great guns to be fired at the 
iflanders on iliore; and promifed the crew, that 
if they ihould be moldled at the watering-place 
the next day, they ihould then be permitted to 
cha!lize them. 

Before we could bring our guns to bear, the 
natives had fufpeB:ed our intentions, from the 
buftle and agitation they obferved in ~ht'; fhip, 
and had retired bt:hind their houfes· and walls. 
We were confequently obliged to fire, in fome 
degree, at random; notwithftanding which, our 
ihot produced all the effects we could, de fire. 
For, in a iliort time afterwards, we perceived 
Koah padqling towards u~ with the greatefl: h!1tl~; 

and 
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and when he arrived, we learned, that fame p(::o
pIe had loft their lives, and among the reft Ma
iha-maiha, a principal Eree*, nearly related tQ 
Terreeoboo. 

Not long after Koah's arrival, two boys fwam 
Dff from the ?norai towards our vdfels, each armed 
with a long fpear; and after they had approach
ed pretty near, they began, in a very folemn 
manner, to chant a fang; the fubjetl: of which, 
from their frequently mentioning the word Orono, 
and pointing to the village where Captain Cook 
had been nain, we concluded to be the late ca
lamitous occurrence. Having fung for near a 
quarter of an hour in a plaintive ftrain, during 
all which time they continueJ in the water, they 
repaired on board the Difcovery, and delivered 
up their fpears; and, after remaining there a 

!hort time, returned on fuore. We could never 
learn who fent them, or what was the objeCt of 
this ceremony. 

During the night, we took the ufual precautions 
for the fecurity of thefuips; and, as foon as it 
Was dark, the two natives, who had vifited us 
the preceding evening, came off to us again. 
They afrured us~ that though the effetl:s of our 

• In the language of thefe i/lands, the word malee is ge
'nerally ufed either to exprefs killing or wounding; and we 
Were afterwards informed, that this chief had only received 
a ,trifling blow on the face, from a ftone which had beel\ 

ilruc:k by one of our balls. 
<t.4 great 
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great guns this afternoon had greatly alanned 
the chiefs, they had by no means relinquifhed 
their hofrile intentions, and they advifed us to be 
on our guard. 

The foIlowing morning, which was the 17th, 
the boats of both fhips were difpatch~d afhore to 
procure water; and the Difcovery was warped 
clofe to the beach, in order to protea: the perfons 
employed in that fervice. We foon found that 
the intelligence which had been fent us by the 
prief1:s was not defritute of foundation, and that 
the iOanders were determined to negle.:l no op~ 
POrtL;;ty of annoying us, when it could be done 
without much hazard. . 

The villages throughout this whole' clufi'er of 
Wands are, for the mofr part, fituated:: near the 
fea; and the adjacent ground is ind()f~d with 
frone walls, of [he height of about three feet. 
Thefe, we at firft fuppofed, were defigned for the 
divifion of property; but we now difcovered that 
they ferved for a defence againft invafion, for 
which purpofe they were, perhaps, chiefly in~ 
tended. They confifr of loole ftones, and the na
tives are very dexterous in fhifting them, with 
great quicknefs, to fueh particular fituations as 
the direction of the attack may occafionally re
quire. In the fides of the mountain, t~at frands 
near the bay, they have likewife holes, or eaves. 
of eonfiderable depth, whofe entrance· is feeured 
by a fence of a fimilar kind. From behind both' 

thefe 
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thefe ftations, the Wanders perpetually harraffed 
our watering party with frones; nor could the in
confiderable force we had on {bore, with the ad
vantage of mufquets, compel them to retreat. 
" Thus oppofed, our people were [0 occupied in 
attending to their own fafety, that during the 
whole forenoon, they filled only one ton of wa
ter. It being thereiore impoffible for them to 
perform this fervice, till their affailants were 
'driven to a greater diftance, the Di[covery was 
ordered to diflodge the enemy with her great guns; 
which being accomplifhed by means of a few dif
Charges, the men bnJ.:d without moleftation. 
, The natives, however, made their appearance 
again Coon afterwards, in their u[ual method of 
attack; and it was now deem~d abfolutely necef
fary to burn down fome ftraggling huts, near the 
wall, 'behind which they had fheltered themfelves. 
In executing the orders that were given for that 
~urpofe, our people were hurried into aCl:s of un
neceffary devaftation and cruelty. Some allow
ance ought certainly to be made for their refent
inent of the repeated infults, and contemptuous 
behaviour of the ifianders, and for their natural 
defire of revenging the death of their beloved and 
f(fpeCl:ed Commander. But, at the fame time, 
their conduCl: ftrongly evinced, that the greateft 
'precaution is requifite in trufting, even for a mo
jnent, the difcretionary u[e of arms, in the hands 
pf private {olaiers, or feamen, on fuch'occafion's. 
, The 



The ftriCtnefs of difcipline. and the habits 0( 

obedience, by which their force is kept direered' 
to fuitable objeCts, lead them to conceive. that 
whenever they have the power. they have like
wife a right to perform. ACtual difobedience 
being almoft the only crime for which they expect 
to receive puni{hment, they are apt to confider 
it as the fole meafure of right and wrong; and 
hence they are too ready to conclude, that what 
they can do with impunity, they may alfo do con
fiftently with honour and juftice; fo that the 
feelings of humanity, and that generofity towards 
an unrefifting enemy, which, at other times. i~ 

, a ftriking diftinction of brave men, become but 
feeble reftraints to the exercife of violence, when 
fet in oppofition to the defire they naturally have 
of {hewing their own power and independence. 

It has been before obferved, that directions had 
been given to burn only a few ftraggling houfea. 
which afforded {helter to the Wanders. We were 
therefore greatly furprifed on perceiving the whole 
village in flames; and before a boat, that was 
fent to ftop the progrefs of the mifchief, could 
reach the land the habitations of our old and 
conftant friends, the priefts, were all on fire. Mr. 
King had, therefore, great reafon to lament the 
ilInefs that confined him on board this day. The 
priefts had always been under his proteCtion; and, 
unfortunately, the officers then on duty having 
feldom been on {hore at the morai, were btlt lit~ . 

tIe 
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~t1e acquainted with the circumftances of the place. 
Had he been prefent himfelf, he might in all 
probability have been the means of preferving 
their little fociety from deftruCtion. 

In efcaping from the flames, feveral of the 
inhabitants were ihot; and our people cut off the 
heads of two of them, and brought them on board. 
The fate of one unhappy native was much la
mented by all of us. As he was repairing to the 
well for water, he was ihot at by one of the 
marines. The ball happened to !trike his cali
balli, which he inftantly threw from him and 
ran off. ~ He was purfued into one of the caves 
above-mentioned, and no lion could have defend
ed his den with greater bravery and fiercenefs; 
till at length, after he had found means to keep 
two of our people at bay for a confiderable time, 
he expired, covered with wounds. This accident 
firft brought us acquainted with the ufe to which 
thefe caverns are applied. 

About this time a man, advanced in years, was 
taken prifoner, bound, and conveyed on board 
the Refolution, in the fame boat, with the heads 
of his two countrymen. We never obferved 
horror fo ftrongly portrayed, as in the face of 
this perf on, nor fo violent a tranfition to im
moderate joy, as when he was untied, and given 
to underftand that he might depart in fafety. He 
'lhewt;d us that he was not deficient in gratitude, 

as 
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as he not on] y often returned afterwards with pre. 
fents ofprovifions, but alfo did us other Cervices. 

In a !hort time after the deftrutlion of the vil
lage, we faw, coming down the hill, a man ac_ 
companied by fifteen or twenty boys, who held 
in their hands pieces of white cloth, plantains, 
green boughs, &c. It happened that this pacific 
embaffy, as foon as they were within reach, re
ceived the fire of a party of our men. This, 
however, did not deter them from continu~g 

their proceflion, and the officers on duty came up 
in time to prevent a fecond difcharge. As they 
made a nearer approach, the principal perfon 
proved to be our friend Kaireekeea, who had fled 
when our people firft fet fire to the village, and 
had now returned, and expreffed his defire of be
ing fent on board the Refolution. 

On his arrival we found him extremely thought.. 
ful and grave. We endeavoured to convince him 
of the neceffity there was of fetting fire to the 
village, by which his houfe, and thofe of his 
brethren were unintentionally deftroyed. He ex
poftulated with us on our ingratitude and want of 
fri~nd!hip; and, indeed, it was not till the pre
fent moment, that we knew the whole extent of 
the injury that had been done them. He in
formed us, that confiding in the promifes Mr. 
Kipg had made them, and as well as in the af. 
furances they had received from the men, who 
had brought us fome of Captain Cook's remains, 

they 
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they had not removed thHr effeCts back into the 
country, as the other inhabitants had done, but 
had put every valuable article of their own, as 
well as what they had colleCted from us, into a 
boufe adjoining to the morai, where they had the 
tttortification to fee it all fet on fire by our people. 
He had, on coming on board, percei~ed the 
heads of his two countrymen lying on deck, at 
which he was greatly fuocked, and earneftly 
defired that they might be thrown over-board. 
Thi~ requeft, by the direCtions of Captain Clerke~ 
was immediately complied with. 

Our watering party returned on Qoard in the 
evening, having fuftained no farther interruption. 
We paired a ,difagreeable night; the cries an'd 
lamentations we heard from the fuore being fat 
more dreadful than ever. Our only confolation 
on this occafion, arofe from the hopes thar a re
p-etition of fuch fervices might not be requifite in 
future. 

It is remarkable, that amidft all thefe difturb
ances, the female natives who were on board, did 
not offer to leav'e us, or difcover any apprehen
fions either for themfelves or their friends on 
fhore. They appeared, indeed, fo perfeCtly un:.
eoncerned, that fome of them who were on deck 
when the village was in flames, feemed to admire 
the fpeCtacIe, and frequently exclaimed, that it 
\Vas maitai, or very fine. 

The 
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The next morning. die treacherous Koah Came 
off to the {hips as ufual. There being no longer 
any neceffity for keeping terms with him, Mr. 
King was allowed to treat him as he thought pr().. 
per. When he approached the fi<;ie _ of the Re~ 
folution, finging a fong, and offering a hog and 
fome plantains to Mr. King, the .latter ordered 
him to keep off, and cautioned him never to make 
his appearance again without the bones of Captain. 
Cook, left his life {hould pay the forfeit of his 
repeated breach of faith. He did not appear 
much mortified with this unwelcome reception, 
but immediately returned on {hore, and joined a 
party of his countrymen, who were throwing 
frones at our waterers. The body of the young 
man who had been killed the preceding day, was 
found this morning lying at the entrance of the 
cave, and a mat was thrown over him by fome 
of our people; foon after which they faw feveral 
of the natives carrying him off on their {houlder~ 
and could-hear them chanting, as they marched, 
a mournful fong. 

The if1anders being at length convinced that it 
was not the want of ability to chaftize them 
which had induced us at firft to tolerate their 
provocations, defifted from molefting our people i 
and towards the evening, a chief named Eap
po, who had fe\dom vifited us, but whom we 
knew to be a man of the firft diftinClion~ came 
with prefents from Terreeoboo to fue for peace. 

Thefe 
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_l'hefe prefents were accepted, and the chief was 
difmitfed with the following anfwer: That no 
peace would be granted, till the remains of 
Captain Cook fhould be reftored. 
: W c. were informed by Eappo, that the fiefh of 
all the bones of our people who had been nain, as 
well as the bones of the trunks, had been burnt» 
that the .limb~bones of the marines had been dif
tributed among the inferior chiefs; and that the 
remains Of Captain Cook had been difpofed of as 
follows: the head to a great Eree, called Kahoo-
9peou; the hair to Maiha-maiha; and the arms, 
legs, and thighs, to Terreeoboo. After it was 
flark, many of the natives came off with various 
forts of vegetables; and we alfo received from 
Kaireekeea two large prefents of the fame articles. 

The next day was principally employed in 
fending and receiving the meirages that paired 
between Captain Clerke and the old king. Eappo 
was very urgent, that one of our officers fhould 
go on fhore; and offered to remain on board in 
the mean time, as an hoftage. This requeft, 
however, was not complied with; and he left us 
with a promife of bringing the bones the follow
ing day. Our watering party at the beach, did 
l(Iot meet with the leaft oppofition from the 
Ulanders; who, notwithftanding our cautious be
haviour, again ventured themfelves ainongil: us 
Without any marks of diffidence or apprehenfion. ,. 

On 
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On Saturday ihe 20th, early in the morning~ 
we had the fatisfaCl:ion of getting the fore-maft 
ftepped. This operation was attended with con .. 
fiderable difficulty, and fome danger, our ropel 
being fo extremely rotten, that the purchafe feveraL 

times gave way. 
This morning, between the hours of ten and 

eleven, we faw a numerous body of the natives 
defcending the hill, which is over the beach, in a 
fort of proceffion, each man carrying on his 
fuoulders two or three fugar-canes, and forne 
bread-fruit, plantains, and taro in his hand. 
They were preceded by two drummers, who, 
when they reached the water-fide, feated them. 
felves by a white flag, and began beating their 
drums, while thofe who had followed them; ad. 
vanced one by one, and depofited the prefents 
they had brought with them; after which they 
retired in the fa~e order. Soon afterwards Eappo 
appeared in his long feathered cloak, bearing 
fomething with great folemnity in his hands; and 
having ftationed himfelf on a rock, he madefigns 
that a boat fhould be fent him. 

Captain Clerke, fuppofing that the chief had 
brought the bones of Captain Cook (which, in
deed, proved to be the cafe), went himfelf in the 
pinnace to receive them, and ordered Mr. King 
to attend him in the cutter. When they arrived 
at the beach, Eappo entering the pinnace, de-: 
livered the bones to Captain Clerke, wrapped up 

in 
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in a'great quantity of fine new cloth, aild covered 
with a fpotted cloak of black and white feathers. 
He afterwards attended our gentlemen to the 
Refolution, but could not be preyailcd on to ac
company them on board; being, perhap3 from 
a fenfe of decency, unwilling to be prdcnt at the 
opening of the parcel. 

We found, in this bundle, both the hands of 
Captain Cook entire, which were well known to 
us from a fear on one of them, that. divided the 
fore.;.finger from the thumb, the whole length of 
,the metacarpal bone; the fkull, but with the 
fcalp feparated from it, and the bones of the face 
wanting; .the fcalp, with the ears adhering to it, 
and the hair upon it cut {hart; the bO:1es of both 
the arms, with the fkin of the fore-arms h.mging 
to them; the bones of the thighs and legs joined 
together, but without the feet. The ligaments 
of ·the joints were obferved to be entire; and the 
whole fhewed fufficient marks of having been in 
the fire, except the h:mds, which had the Bern 
.:remaining upon them, and were CLlt in [evenl 
places, ~nd crammed with faIt, moll probably 
with a view of preferving them. The tkull was 
free from any fraaure, but the [calp had a cut in 

.the back part of it. The lower jaw and feet, which 
"'ere wanting, had been feized, as Eappo in
formed us, by different ErN's; and he alfo told 
us, that Terreeoboo was ufing every rneans to re
cover them. 

" ·N"'-. III.-N 16. R Eappo, 
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Eappo, and the king's fon,· came on boat-athe' 
next morning, and brought with them not only 
the remaining bones of Captain CoO'k, but likc-. 
wife the barrels of his gun, his fuon,. and fome 
other trifles which had belonged to him. . Eappo 
affured us, that Terreeoboo, Maiha-maiha,and 
himfelf were extremely defirous of peace; that 
they had given us the moft convincing proofs of 
it; and that they had been prevented from giving 
it fooner by the other chiefs, many of whom 
were ftill difaffeaed to us. He lamented, with 
the moO: lively forrow, the death of fix chiefs. 
who had been killed by our people; fome of whom, 
he faid, were among our beft friends. He in
formed us that the cutter had been taken away 
by Pateea's people, probably in revenge for the 
blow that he had received; and that it had been 
broken up the fullowing day. The arms of the 
marines, which we had alfo demanded, had been 
~arried off, he raid, by the populace, and were 
irrecoverable. 

Nothing now remained, but to perform the laft 
{oleron offices to our excellent Commander. Ea~ 
po was difmiffed with orders to taboo all t~ 
bay; and in the afternoon, the bones havirtg 
been depofited in a coffin, the funeral fervice w~ 
read over them, and they were committed to the 
deep with the ufual military honours. Our fee~ 
ings on this mournful occafion, are more cafy 
to be conceived than expreffed. 

During 
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During the morning of the 2ld, not a canoe 
was feenill the bay. The taboO, which Eappo, 
at our defire, :had laid on it the preceding day 
not being~ taken off. At . length that chief 
caqUdoff to us. We aifured him, that we were 
now llerfeCl:ly fatisfied; and that as the Orono 
was buried, all remembrance of the late unhappy 
tranfaCl:ions was buried with him. We after
~ards requefted him to take off the taboo, and. to 
make it known, that the Wanders might bring 
pravifions to us as ufual. The ihips were Coon 
Jurrounded with canoes, and many of the Erres 
came on board, expreffing their grief at what had 
,happened, and their fatisfaaion at our reconci
liation. Several of our friends who did not fa
Vour us with a vifit, fent prefents of large hogs, 
and other provifions. Among the refl, the old 
Ullacherous Koah came off to us, but we refufed 
him admittance • 
. . ,As we were now prepared for putting to fea, 
. Captain Clerke imagining, that if thejntelligence 
of our 'proceedings ihould reach the iflands to 
lCl.tward before us, it might have a bad . effect, 
gave orders, that the ihips ihould be unJl}Qored. 
J\bout eight in the evening, we difmifTed all the 
,·nativegil~nd Eappo, and the friendly Kaireekeea, 
'tooktbeir leave-of us in a very ~ffeCl:ionate man
ner. We immediately weighed anchor, and flood 

'9Ut ofhrakakooa bay. The iflanders were af
fembled in great numbers on the thon: j and as 

:j,1 iliJG R z we 
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we paIred along, received our laft farewels, with 
every mark of good-will and affection. 

C HAP. V. 

Leave Karakakooa Bay - in que.ft of an H4rhour 

on the South-ea.fi Side of Mowee - Driven to 
Leeward hy the Current, and jlrong eajierly 
Willds - Pafs Tohoorowa - South-we.ft Side of 
Mowee deJcribed-Proceed to Woahoo-The north

eajl Coaji if Woahoo deJcribed - Difappointed in 
attempting to water-Proceed to Atooi-Anchor 

in JJ7ymoa Bay - The natives not Jo friendly as. 

before-The watering Party guarded hy Marines 
-InJalmce if the natives, 'who demanded a Hatchet 
for every Cajk if IYater - The Ijlanders treat 
our People with Contempt-They jieal Mr. King's 
Hanger out if his Hand-Their Ilifolence at tlK 
Water-fide - Are fired at by two Marines-'

One if them wounded- Vijit from the contending 
Chiefs-Anchor off Olleeheow-Departure •. 

H A V I N G cleared the land about ten, we 
ftood to the northward, with a view of 

fearching for an harbour, which the natives had 
often mentioned, on the fouth-eaft fide of Mo-

4 wee. 
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wee. We found ourfelves the next morning 
driven to leeward, by a fwell from the nonh
eaft; and a frefu gale from the [arne quarter 
drove us f!:ill farther to the weftward. At mid
night we tacked, and ftood four hours to the 
fauth, JO keep clear of the land; and at day
break, on the.2!1oth, we were ftanding towards a 
fmal~barten .ifland, named Tahoorowa, about 
feven miles fouth-weft of Mowee. 
~:Giving up all profpdl: of making a clofer ex
amination of the fouth-eaft parts of Mowee, \re. 
bore away, and kept along the fouth-eaft iide of 
Tahoorowa. Steering clofe round its weftern 
-extremity, in order to fetch the \Yeft fide of Mo

wee, we fuddenly fuoaled our water, and fa w the 
fea breaking on fome rocks, almoft right ahead. 
We then kept away about a league and a half, 
and again fteered to the northward; when we 
fiood for a paftlge between Mowee and an ifland 
,named Ranai. In the afternoon the weather 
,was calm, with light airs from the weft. We 
ftoad to the north-north-weft; but obferving a 
fuoal about fun-fet, and the weather being unfet
tied, we ftood toward; the fouth. 

We had now pafTed the fouth-weft fide of this 
ilJand, without being able to approach the thore. 
This fide of the Wand forms the fame diftant 
view as the north-eaft, as feen when we returned 
from the north in November 1778; the hilly 
parts, conneaed by a low flat ifthmus, ha ving, 

at;, 
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at the f.r!l: view, the appearance of two repahl~ 
Wands. This deceptive appearance continued 
till we were within about ten leagues of the coaft. 
which bending a great way inward, formed a 
capacious bay. The wdlernmoft point, otT which 
the fhoal runs that we have juft now mentioned~ 
is rendered remarkable by a fmall hillock; foum 
of which is a fine fandy bay; and on the !honi 
are feveral huts, with plenty of cocoa-trees about 
diem. 

In the courfe of the day, feveral of the nativCl 
v ifited us, and brought provifions with them. 
We prefently difcovered that they had heard of 
our unfortunate difafters at Owhyhee. They 
were extremely anxious to be informed of the 
particulars, from a woman who had hid herftdf 
in the Refolution, in order to obtain a pairage to 
Atooi ; making particular inquiries about Pa
reea, and fome other chiefs; and feeming much 
agItated at the death of Kaneena and his brQ
ther. But in whatever light this bunnefs might 
have been reprefented by the woman, it pro
duced no bad effect in their behaviour, which was 
civil and obliging t() an extreme. 

During the night, the weather varied continu .. 
- ally; but on the 25th, in the morning, the wind 
being at eail, we fleered along the fouth fide-of 

- Ranai till almoft noon, when we had baffling 
winds and calms till the evening; after which 
we had a light eafierly breeze; and fteered for the 

weft 
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Mit 1)f M()rotoi. . The current, which had fet 
from_the north-eaft, ever fince we left Karaka~ 
kooa bay .. cbanged its direction in the courfe of 
thi.$ day to the fouth-eaft. 
-' The wind was again variable during the night; 
but early in the morning of the 26th, it fettled 
at eail:; blowing fo frelli as to oblige us to dou
ble-reef the top-fails. At feven we opened a 
{mall bay, diftant about two leagues, having <l: 

fine fandy beach; but not perceiving any appear
ance of frefh water, we endeavoured to get to 
the windward of Woahoo, an ifiand which we 
had feen in January, 1778. We faw the land 
about two in the afternoon, bearing weft by north. 
at the diftance of about eight leagues. We tack
ed as foon as it was dark, and again bore away 
llt day-light on the 27th. Between ten and ele
ven we were about a league off the lliore, and 
near the middle of the north-eail fide ,of the 
Wand. 

To the northward, the coaft confifts of detach
ed hills, afcending perpendicularly from the fea; 
,the fides being covered with wood, and the val
lies between them appearing tq be fertile and 
well ~ltivated. An extenfive bay wasobferv
able td ithe fouthward, bounded to the fouth-eail 
by a low pojnt of land, covered with cocoa-nut 
trees; oft" which an infulated rock appeared, at 
the diftance ofa mile from the !hore. 

The 
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The \\';nd continuing to blow frefu" we were 
unwilling to entangle ourfelves with 'a lee-fhore. 
Inftead of attempting, therefore, to examine the 
bay, we hauled up and fleered in the direaion of 
the coall. At noon, we were about two: leagues 
from the iOand, and abreall of the north point 
of it. It is low and flat, having a reef ftretch
jng off almofl a mile and a half. Between) the 
north point,' and a head-land to the fouth-weft. 
the land bends inward, and feemed to promif¢ a 
good road. \Ye therefore fleered along the fhore, 
at about a mile diflance. At two we were in
duced, by the fight of a fine river, to anchor, in 
thirteen fathoms water. In the afternoon, Mr. 
King attended the two Captains on fuore, where 
few of the mtives were to be feen, and thofe 
principally women. The men, we were inform,. 
ed, were gone to Morotoi, to fight Tahyterree I 
but their chief, Perreeoranee, remained behind. 
and would certainly attend us, as Coon as he was 
informed of our arrival. 

The wa:er, to our great difappointment. had a 
brackifh tafle, for about two hundred yards, up 
the river; beyond which, however, it was per
fealy frefh, and was a delightful flream. Far
,ther up, we came to the conflux of two {mall ri
vulets, branching off to the right and left ofa 

.fleep -romantic mountain. The banks of the 
rive:, a~f 'lU that we faw of Woahoo, an; in fine 
cultlvatlOn, and full of villages; the face of the 

coun-
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country being alfo remarkably beautiful and pic
turefque. 

As it would have been a laborious bufinefs to 

have watered at this place, Mr. King was dif
patched to fearch about the coaft to leeward; but 
being unable to land, on account of a reef of 
coral, which extended along the fuore, Captain 
Clerke refolved to proceed immediately to Atooi. 
In the morning about eight, we weighed and 
ftood to the northward; and on the 28th, at 
day-light, we bore away for that ifland, and were 
infight of it by noon. We were off its eaftem 
t!xtremity, which is a green flat point, about 
fun-fet. 
. It being dark; we did not venture to run for 
the road on the fouth-weft fide, but fpent the 
night in plying on and off, and anchored at 
nine the next morning in twenty-five fathoms 
water. In running down from the fouth-eaft 
point of the ifland, we faw in many places the 
appearance of fuoal water, at fome diftance from 
the land . 
. Being anchored in our old ftation, feveral ca

noes came to vi fit us; but it was very obfervable, 
that there was not that appearance of cordiality 
in their manner, and complacency in their coun-
1ienances, as when we faw them before. They 
had no fooner got on board, but one of them in

-formed us, that we had communicated a diforder 
to the women; which had-killed many perfons of 

both 
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both fexes. He, at that time, was affiided with 
the venereal difeafe, and minutely defcribed· tho ... -, 

various fymptoms which had attended it. A. 
nC) appearance of that diforder had been obferved 
amongft them on our firft arrival, we were, it 
is to be feared, the au thors of this irreparablt; 
mifchief. 

The principal objeCI: in view at this place 
was to water the ihips with as much expediti0lt 
as pollible; and Mr. King was fent on {hore in 
the afternoon with the launch and pinnace, ladell 
with calks. He was accompanied by .the gun. 
ner of the Refolution, who was inftruCl:ed to 
trade for fome provifions; and they were attend;. 
ed by a guard of five marines. Multitude. of 
people were colleCted upon the beach, by whOlll 
at firft we were kindly received; but after wF 
had landed the calks, they began to be excecdr 
ingly troublefome. 

Knowing, from experience, how difficult.,. . --~ ..... .., 
taik it was to reprefs this difpofition, witho~t~ 
. interpofition of their chiefs, we were forry to be 
informed, that they: were all at a diftant part of 
the ifiand. Indeed, we both felt and lameJ1.ted 
the want of their affiftance; for we could h~Y 
form a circle, as our praCtice ufuall)l was. for 
the fafety and convenience of the trading party. 
No fooner had we taken this ftep, and pafted 
marines to keep off the populace, than a ~an 
took hold of the bayonet belonging to one of til#: 

foldier's 
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roidier's mufquets,' and endeavoured to wrench 
it forcibly from his hand. Mr. King immedi
ately advanced towards them, when the native 
quitted his hold, and retired» but immediately 
returned, having a fpear in one hand. and a dag
ger in the other; and it was with difficulty that 
his countrymen could reftrain him from engag_ 
ingwith the foldier. This affray was occafioned 
by the native'S having received. from the [oldier. 
a flight prick with his bayonet. to induce him to 
keep without the line. 

Our fituation, at this time, required great 
management and circumfpection; Mr. King ac
cordingly enjoined, that no one !bould flrefume 
to fire, or proceed to any other act of violence. 
without pofitive commands. Having given thefe 
itaftru&ions. he was fummoned to the affiftance 
of the watering party, where he found the natives 
in the fame rnifchievous difpofition. They had 
peremptorily demanded for every cafk of water 
a large hatchet; which not being complied with, 
they would not permit the failors to roll them t9 

the boats. 
As foon as Mr. King had joined them. one 

of the natives approached him, with great info
knee and made the fame demand. Mr. King , 
told him.· that as a friend, he waS welcome to a 
hatchet, but he certainly would carry off the wa
:ter without paying for it» and inftantly order
f!4 the pinnace men to proceed j at the fame 

time 
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time calling for three marines, from the trading 
party, to proteCt them. 

This becoming fpirit fo far fucceeded, as to 
prevent any daring atte~pt to inte:-rupt us, but 
they fiill perfcvered in the mofi teafing and in. 
fulting behaviour. Some of them under pre
tence of affifiing the failors in rolling the ca1ks 
towards the {hore, gave them a different direc
tion > others fiole the hats from off our people's 
heads, pulled them backwards by the !kirts of their 
clothes, and tripped up their heels; the popu~ 
lace, during all this time, {houting and laugh
ing, with a mixture of mockery and malice 
They afterwards took an opport~nity of fiealing 
the cooper's bucket, and forcibly took away his 
bag. Their principal aim, however, was to po~ 
fefs th<;mfelves of the mufquets of the ,marines, 
'who were continually complaining of their. at
tempts. to force them from their hands. Thougl.t 
they in general preferved a kind of deference 
and refpeCt for Mr. King, yet they obliged him 
to contribute his {hare towards their fiock of 
plunder. One of them approached .him in it 
familiar. manner, and diverted his attention, whilft 
another feized his hanger, which he held carelefsly 
in his hand, and ran away with it. 

Such infolence was not to be repelled by force. 
Prudence diCtated that we rnufi patiently fubm~t 
to it; at the fame time guarding againft. itsef
fe.:ts as well as we were able. Mr. J(ing Wai, 

how ... ' 
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However, fomewhat alarmed, on being foon after 
informed by the ferjeant of marines, that turn

ing fuddenly round, he Lnv a man be!1ind him. 
armed with a dagger, in the pofitioll of Il:riking. 
Though he might perhaps be mifl:aken in this 
particular, our lituatioll was truly critical and 
alarming; and the fmalle11: error or mifhke on 
our p:lrt, might have been of fatal confequence. 

Our people being feparated into three fmall 
parties; one filling cafks at the lake; another 
tolling them to the fuore; and a third purchafing 
provifions; Mr. King had fame intentions of 
collecting them together, in order to protect the 
performance of one ,duty at a time. But on due 
refleaion, he thought it more advifeable to let 
them proceed as they had begun. If a rcal at
tack had been made, even our whole force could 
have made but a poor reii11:ance. He thought. 
on-the other hand, that fuch a 11:ep might operate 
to 'our difadvantage, as being an evident token 
of 'our fears. Betides, in the prefent cafe. the 
crowd was kept divided, and many of them wholly 

occupied in bartering. 
The principal caufe of their not attacking us 

was, perhaps, their dread of the effects of our 
arms ; and as we appeared to place fa much 

'confidence in this advantage, as to oppofe only 
five marines to fuch a multitude of people, their 
ideas of our fuperiority mu11: have been greatly 
exalted. It was our bufinefs to cheriili this opi-

mOil; 
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nion; and it mull ever be acknowledged,' to the 
honour of the whole party, that it was impof. 
fib Ie for any men to behave better, in order to 
ftrengthen thefe impreffions. Whatever could 
be confidered as a jell, they received with pati
ence and good-nature; but if they were Inter
rupted by any ferious attempt, they oppofed it 
lvith refolute looks and menaces. At length, we 
fo far fucceeded, as to get all our calks to the rea.' 
fide, Without any accident of confequence. 

While our people were getting the calks into 
the launch, the inhabitants, thinking they fhould 
have no farther opportunity of plundering, grew, 
more daring and infolent. The ferjeant of rna. 
ri:les luckily fuggelled to Mr. King, the advan
tage of fending off his party firft into the boat .. 
by which means the mufquets would be taken 
out of their reach; which, as above related~ were 
the grand objeCts the i£1anders had in view: and 
if they fhould happen to attack us, the marinel 
could more "effectually defend us than if th~1 
were on fhore. 

Every thing was now in the boats, and only 
Mr. King, Mr. Anderfon, the gunner, and a 
feaman of the boat's crew, remained on 1hore.' 
The pinnace lying beyond the furf, whicR we 
~ere under the neceffity of f wimming through, Mr:. 
King ordered the other two to make the beft of 
their way to it, and told them he would follow 
them. 

They 
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. They both refufed to comply with this order. 
and it became a matter of contefr, who fuould 
be the Iaft on ihore. Some hafry expreffion, it 
feerns, Mr. King had jufr before made ufe of to 
the failor, which he confidered as a reflection on 
his courage, and excited his refentment j and the 
nld gunner, as a point of honour was now ftart
ed. conceived it to be his duty to take a part in 
it. In this whimfical fituation, they perhaps 
might have long remained, had not the difpute 
been fettled by the frones, which began to fly 
t'JentifulIy about us, and by the exclamations of 
the people from the boats, begging us to be expe
ditious. as the natives were armed with clubs and 
fpeal's, and purfuing us into the water. Mr. 
King ··arrived firft at the pinnace, and, perceiv
ing Mr. Anderfon was fo far behind, as not to be 

entirely out of danger, he ordered one mufquet 
to be fired; but in the hurry of executing his 
~rders, the marines fired two. The natives im
~ediately ran away, leaving only one man and 
Woman on the beach. The man attempted to 

life fcveral times, but was not able, having been 

wounded in the groin. The iflanders, in a ihart 
time, returned; and, furrounding the wounded 
man, brandiihed their fpears at us with an air of 

.defiaI1,(.:e; but by the time we reached the thips. 

fome perfonsarrived, which \ve fuppofed to be 
the chiefs, by whom they were all driven from 
the fhore. ' 

Captain 
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Captain Clerke, during our abfence, .had been 
under terrible apprehenfions for our fafety; which 
had been confiderably increafed by his mifunder
ftanding fome of the natives, with whom he had 
had fome converfation on board. The name of 
Captain Cook being frequently mentioned, ac
companied with circumftantial defcriptions of 
death and deftruClion, he concluded that they 
had received intelligence of the unfortunate events 
at Owhyhte, to which they alluded. But they 
were only endeavouring to make him underftand 
what wars had arifen on account of the goata. 
which Captain Cook had left at Oneeheow;- and 
that the poor goats had been fiaughtered during 
the conteft for the property of them. Captain 
Clerke, applying thefe fuocking reprefentations 
to our misfortunes at Owhyhee, and to an indi
cation of revenge, fixed his telefcope upon us the 
whole time; and, as foon as he faw the fmoke of 
the mufquets, ordered the boats to be put off to ,I 

our affiftance. 

On the 2d of March, being the next day, Mr. 
King was again ordered on fuore, with the wa-, 
tering party. As we had fo narrowly efcaped the 
preceding day, Captain Clerke augmented our 
force from both ihips, and we had a guard of 
fbrty men under arms. This precaution, how
ever, was found to be unneceffary j for the bt!ach 
was-left entirely to ourfelvcs,' and the ground, 
extending from the landing-place to the lake, ta-

booed. 
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/;oDed. Hence we concluded, that fome of the 
chiefs had vifited this quarter; who, being un
able to ftay,- had confiderately taken this ftep 
that we might be accommodated with fafety. Se
veral men appeared with fpears and daggers on 
the other fide of the river, but never attempted 
to moleft us. Their women came over and feat
ed themfelves clofe by us, on the banks; and 
'about the middle of the day, fome of the men 
were prevailed on to bring us hogs and roots, 
and alfo to drefs them for us. When we had left 
the beach, they came down to the fea-fide, and 
one of them had the audacity to throw a ftone 
at us; but as his conduCt was highly cenfured by 
the reft, we did not exprefs any kind of refent
ment. 

On the 3d, we completed our watering, with
out much difficulty; and on returning to the !hips, 
we were informed that feveral chiefs had been on 
board, and had apologized for the conduCt of 
their countrymen, attributing their riotous be
haviour to the quarrels then fubfifting among the: 
principal people of the ifiand, and which had 
deftroyed all order and fubordination. 

The government of Atooi was difputedbe
tween Toneoneo, who had the fupreme power 
:when we were there the preceding year, and a 
youth named Teavee. By different fathers, they 
are both the g~ndfons of Perreeorannee, king of 
Woahoo; who -gave Atooi to the former, and 

VOL. III.-N· 16. S Ol1ee~ 
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Oneeheow to the latter. The quarrel originated 
about the goats which we had left at Oneeheow 
the year before; they being claimed by ToneOo. 
neo, as that iOand was a dependency of his. Tilt 
adherents of Teavee infified on the right of pof
feffion j both parties prepared to fupport their 
pretenfions, and a battle enfued juft, before our 
arrival, wherein Toneoneo had been defeate~, 

Toneoneo was likely to become more affeCttlQl· by 

the confequence of this viCtory, than by the 101& 
of the objeCts in difpute; for the moth~r of Tea
vee having married afecond huiband, who was not 
only a chief at Atooi. but alfo at the head of a 
powerful faCtion there. he thought of embnu:ing 
the prefent opportunity of .driving Toneoneo out 
of the iOand, that his fon-in-Iaw might fuccecd 
to the government. The goats, which had in
neafed to fix. and would probably have ftockcl 
thefe iOands in a few yea:rs. were deftroyed in this 
contefi. 

On the 4th 'we were vifited.on board the Re. 
folution, by the father-in-law. the mother; and 
the fiO:er of the young prince. who made feveral 
curious prefents to Captain Clerke. Among the 
refi. were fome fith-hooks, which were made 
from the bones of Terreeoboo's father who had • 
been killed in an unfuccefsful defcent upon Woa,. 
hoot Alfo a fly-flap, from the hands of the 
prince's fifier, which had a human bone for its 
handle, and had been given to her by her father .. 

in-law, 
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in-law, as a trophy. They were not accompan:_ 
ed by young Teavee, he being then engaged in 
the performance of fame religious rites, on ac
count of the viCtory he had obtained. 
" This day, and the 5th and 6th, were employed 

in complC!ting the Difcovery's water. The car
penters were engaged in caulking the ihips, and 
preparing for our next cruize. We no longer re
c.eived any moleftation from the natives, who fup
plied us plentifully with pork and vegetables. 

We were now vifited by an Indian, who brought 
a piece of iron on board, to be formed into the 
fuape of a pahooa. It was the bolt of fame large 
tbip timbers, but neither the officers nor men could 
difcover to what nation it belonged; though, from 
the ihape of the bolt, and the palenefs of the 
iron, they were convinced it was not Engliili. 
They inquired ftriCtly of the native how he came 
poifefIed of it; when he informed them, that it 
was t;joken out of a large piece of timber, which 
bad b,een driven upon their Wand, £Ince we were 
therein January, 1778. 
,We received a vifit on the '7th, from Tone
oneo, at which we were furprized. Hearing the 
,d.ow~gcr princefs was on board, he could hardly 
he prevailed on to enter the iliip. When they 
roet, they caft an angry lowering look at each 
~ther. He did llOt fray long, and appeared much 
~ejed:ed. We remarkl::d, however, with fame 
desree 9f furprize,' that the women proftntted 

S 2 them-
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tliemfelves before him, both at his coming and 
going away; and all the natives on board, treat. 
ed him with that refpeCt which is ufually paid "to 
perfons of his rank. It was fomewhat remark .. 
able that a man who was then in a fl:ate· of actual 
boftility "with lleavee's party, fuould venture 
alone within th~ power of his enemies. Indeed, 
the civil diffenfions, which are frequent in aU 
the fouth-fea iflands, feem to be conduCted with .. 
out much acrimony; the depofed governor fiill 
enjoying the rank of an Eree. and may put in 
praetice fuch means as may arife, to regain the 
confequence which he has loft. 

At nine in the morning of the 8th, we weigh
ed. and proceeded towards Oneeheow, and came 
to anchor in twenty fathoms water at about three 
in the afternoon, nearly on the fpot where we' an
chored in 1778. With the other anchor we 
moored in twenty-fix fathoms water. We had a 
firong gale from the eaftward in the night, and 
the next morning the fhip had driven a whole 
cable's length. both anchors being almoft brought 
a-head; in which fituation we were obliged to 
continue, this and the two following days. " 

The weather being more moderate on the 12th, 
the Mafier was difpatched to the north-weft fide 
of the ifland in fearch of a more commodious 
place for anchoring. In the evening he return-

" ed. having found a fine bay, with good anchor
age, in eishteen fathoIm water. "The points of 

" the 
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the bay were in the direction of north by eall, 
and fouth by weft. A fmall village was fituated 
on the north fide qf the bay, to the eaftward of 
which were four wells of good water. Mr. Bligh 
went far enough to the north to convince himfelf 
that- Oreehoua and Oneeheow were two feparate 
illands. 

C HAP. VI. 

Cfhe Numher, Names, and Situatioff, if the Sand~ 

'wich Jjlands-Extent of Owhyhee, which is the 
largefl of the whole Group-Account of its Dif
trills-Its Coafls, and tbe adjacent CrJUniry de-
fcrilml-Snowy MOU1tta;ns-Volcanic Appearllnces 
-Account of a Journey into the interior Parts 

if Owhyhee-Plantations-Account of a Hermit 
-Cf'he Country culti'l;ated to the greatefl Ad
'vantage-A remarkable Cave-Defmption of Nlo
·wee- Rallai-Moroloi - Cf'ahoorowa-Woahoo-

Atooi-Oneeheow- Oreehoua-Cf'ahoora-Climate 
if the Sandwich !jles-Willds-Currents-Cf'ides 

. ;"""!i<!fadrupedes-Amazing Supply of Pork promr-

cd by us-Birds-Vegetables. 

BE I N G now on the point of taking our final 
leave· of the Sandwich Wands, we thall 

here give a genl;1;~t' account of their fituation and 
... " S 3·· natural 
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natural hiftory, as well as of the cuftomsand 
manners of the natives; This witl ferve as a 
kind of fupplement to the former defcription, 
which was the refult of our firft vifit to thofe 
iOands. 

This group is compofed of eleven iOands, ex
tending in longitude from 199036', to .2of 6'. 
eafi, and in latitude from 80" 54', to 22

0 15' 

north. _ Their names, according to the natives, 
are, I. Owhyhee. 2. Atooi, Atowi, or Towi; 
which is alfo fometimes called Kowi. 3. Woa
hoo, or Oahoo. 4. Mowee. 5. Morotoi, or 
Morokoi. 6. Oreehoua, or Reehoua. 7. Mo
rotinnee, or Morokinnee. 8. Tahoora. 9. Ra
nai, or Oranai. 10. Oneeheow, or Neehechow. 
I I. Kahowrowee, or Tahoorowa. Thefe are all 
inhabited, except Tahoora and Morotinnee. Be
fides thofe we have enumerated, we heard of 
another iOand named Modoo-pflpapa, or Komo
doo-papapa, fituated to the weft-fouth-weft of 
Tahoora; it is low and fandy, and is vifited 
folely for the purpofe of catching turtle and wa
ter-fowl. As we could never learn that the na
tives had knowledge of any other iOands, it is 

.. moO: probable that no others exifr in their neigh
bourhood. 

Captain Cook had diftinguiihed this clufter of 
iflands by the name of the Sandwich IOands, in 
honour of the Earl of Sandwich, then firft Lord 
of the Admiralty. under whofe adminiftration he 

had 
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J}/ld enr~ched Geography with fo many valuable 
. difc~veries ja tribute juftly due to that noble

man, for. the encouragement and fupport which 
thefe voyages derived [fom his power, and for 
the zealous eagernefs with which he feconded the 
views of our illuftrious navigator •. 

Owhyhee, the moil eanedy of thefe iflands, 
and by far the largeft of them all, is of a trian
gular figure, and nearly equilateral. The an
gular points conftitute the northern, fouthern, 
and eaftern extremities. The latitude of the 
northern extreme is 200 17' north, and its longi
tude 2040 2' eaft: the fouthern end ftands in the 
IQngitude of 2040 15' eaft, and in the latitude of 
180 54 north; and the eaftern extremity is in 
rhe latitude of 190 34 north, and in the lon
gitude of 2050 6' eaft. The circumference of 
the whole ifland is about 255 geographical miles, 
or 293 Engliih ones. Its breadth is twenty-four 
leagues; and its greateft length, which lies near
ly in a north and fouth direaion, is twenty -eight 
)eagues and a half. It is divided into fix ex
tenfive diftrias, namely, Akona and Km lfla, 

which are on the weft fide; Kaoo and 0VJ!.J!U, 

on the fouth-eaft; and Aheedoo :lnd l\m.,:kJo:l, oa 
.the north-eaft. 

A mouptain named Mouna /(a.!li, (or the moun
tain Ka.ah) which rifes in three peaks, CO,~C;!1U

ally covered with fnow, and may be difcerned at 
the diftance of forty leagues, feparates the dif-

S 4 tria 
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trier of Amakooa from that of Aheedoo. The 
·coaft, to the northward of this mountain, is 
compofed of high and abrupt cliffs, down which 
fallll}any beautiful cafcades of water. We once 
flattered ourfelves with the hopes of finding a 
harbour round a bluff head, on a part of thiB 
coaft, in the latitude of 20° 10' north, and the 
longitude of 2040 26' eaft; but after we had 
doubled the point, and were ftanding clofe in, 
we found that it was conneered by a low valley* 
with another elevated head to the north-weftward;. 
The country rifes inland with a gradual afcent, 
and is interfeered by narrow: deep glens, or rather 
chafms: it feemed to be well cultivated, and to 
have many villages fcattered about it. The fnowy 
mountain above-mentioned is very fteep, and its 
loweft part abounds with wood. 

The coaft of Aheedoo is of a moderate eleva..
tion; and the interior parts have the appearance 
of being more even than the country towards the 
north-weft. We cruized off thefe two diftriCl:s 
for near a month; and whenever our diftance 
from the ihore would permit, were furrounded 
by canoes laden with refreihments of every kind. 
On this fide of the ifiand we often met with a 
very heavy fea, and a great fwell; and as there 
was much foul ground off the ihore, we feldom 
made a nearer approach to the land than two or 
three leagues. 

The 
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, The (:o:l.il towards the north-eail of Apoona. 
'Which conilitutes the eailern extreme of the Wand. 
is'rather low and flat. In the inland parts the 
acclivity is very gradual; and the country abourtds 
with bread-fruit and cocoa-nut trees. This ap
pear~d to us to be the. find! part of the whole 
i1land; and we were afterwards informed, that 
the king occafionall y refided here. The hills, at 
the fouth-weflern extremity, rife with fome abrupt
rief~' from the fea-fide, leaving only a narrow 
border of low land towards the beach. The fides 
of thefe hills were covered with verdure; but the 
adjacent country feemed thinly inhabited. 

When our fhips doubled the eafl point of the 
ifland, we had fight of another fnowy mountain, 
caUed by the natives Mouna Raa (or the extenfive 
mountain) which, during the whole time we 
'Were failing along the fouth-eaflern fide, conti
nued to be a very confpicuous object. It was flat 
at the fummit, which was perpetually involved 
in fnow; and we once obferved its fides alfo 
fliglitly covered with it for ,a confiderable way 
down. According to the tropical line of [no\\,. 
as determined by Monfieur Condamine, from ob
ftrvations made on the Cordilleras in Americ~. 
the' height of this mountain mufl be, at leaft, 
16,020 feet. It therefore exceeds the height of 
the Pico de Cf'eyde, or Peak of Teneriffe, by 3680 
feet, according to the computation of the Che
valier de BorJa, or ']24, according to that of 

Dr. 
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Dr. Heberden. The peaks of Mouna Kaab 
feemed to be of the height of about half a mile.; 
and, as they are wholly covered with fnow, the 
altitude of their fummits muft at"leaft be 18>400 

feet. 
The coaft of Kaoo exhibits a moft horrid and 

difmal profpeCt; ~he whole country having, to' 
appearance, undergone an entire change from 
the confequences of fome dreadful convulfion • 
. The ground is, in all parts, covered with cinders; 
and, in many places, interfeCted with blackifh 
ftreaks, which feem to mark the progrefs of a 
la'Va that has flowed, not many centuries ago, 
from Mouna Roa to the fhore. The fouth pro
montory appears like the mere dregs of a volcano. 
The head-land confifts of broken and craggy 
rocks, terminating in acute points, and irregu
larly piled on each other. Notwithfianding the 
dreary afpeCl: of this part of the i!hnd, it con
tains many villages, and is far more populous 
than the verdant mountains of Apoona. Nor is 
it difficult to account for this circumftance. Thefe 
iflanders 1:::Jt being poffeffed of any cattle, have 
no occafion for pafturage; and are therefore in
clin.::d to F' fer fuch 8round, as is either more 

,conveniently lltLJJ.tec: L" fiihing, or bell: adapted 
to the cub""t;;on CJ+ Fhntai:'s and yams. Now 
amidll: thefe ruins, there are many fpots of rich 
foil, which are, with great care, laid out in plan-

tations; 



PACIFIC OCEAN. . ~67 

mions; and the neighhouring fea abounds with 
excellent fi!h of various kinds. 
. Off this part of the coaft, at lefs than a cable's 
length from tlie fhore, we did not ftrike ground 
with one hundred and fixty fathoms of line, ex
cept in a fmall bight to the eaft of the fouthern 
point, where we found from fifty to fifty-eight 
fathoms of water, over a fandy bottom. It may 
be proper to obferve, before we proceed to give 
an account of the weftern diftriets, that the whole 
eoaft we have defcribed, from the northern to the 
fouthern extreme, affords not a fingle harbdur. 
nor the Ie aft fhelter for fhipping. 

The fouth-weftern parts of Akona are in a 
~ondition fimilar to that of the adjoining diftriCt 
Of Kaoo; but the country, further towards the 
north, has been carefully cultivated, and is ex
'ceedingly populous. In this divifion of the ifland 
lies Karakakooa Bay, of which we have already 
given a defcription. Scarce any thing is feen 
along the coaft, but the fragments of black fcorch
ed rocks; behind which, the ground, for the 
tpace of about two miles and a r half, rifes gra
dually, and feems to have been once covered with 
loofe burnt ftones. Thefe have been cleared 
!way by the inhabitants, frequently to the depth 
of three feet and upwards; and the fertility of 
:he foil has amply repaid their labour. Here 
:hey cultivate, in a rich a!hy mould, the cloth
,fant and fweet .potatoes.' Groves of cOl;;oa-nut 

trees 
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trees are fcattered among the fields, which are 
inclofed with ftone fences. On the rifing ground 
beyond thefe, they plant bread-fruit tre~s, which 
flouri!h with furprifing luxuriance. 

The diftriCt of Koaarra extends from the moft 
wef!:erIy point to the northern extreme of the 
ifIand. The whole coaft between them forms a 
fpacious bay, which is called by the natives Toe
yah-yah, and is bounded to the northward by two 
confpicuous hills. Towards the bottom of this 
bay there is foul, coraBy ground, that extends to 
the diftance of upwards of a mile from the £hore, 
without which there is good anchorage. The 
country, as far as the eye could difcern, appeared 
to be fruitful and populous j but no frefu water 
was to be founo. The foil feemed to be of the 
fame kind with that of the diftriCt of Kaoo. 

Having thus given an account of the coaf!:s of 
the iOand of Owhyhee, and the adjacent country. 
we !hall now relate fome particulars refpecting 
the interior parts, from the information we ob
tained from a party, who fet out on the 26th of 
January, on an expedition up the country, prin
cipally with an intention of reaching the fnowy 
mountains. Having previoufiy procured two of 
the ifilnders to ferve them as guides. they quit
ted the village about four o'clock in the after
noon. Their courfe was eaf!:erly, inclining a lit~ 
tie to the fouth. Within three or four miles from 
the bay, they found the country CL$ already de-

fcribed; 
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lcribed; but the hills afterwards rorc with a lefs 
gradual'afcent •. whiCh brought them to fome ex
tenfive'pla.ntations. confifting of the tarJ or eddy 
root. and fweet potatoes. with plants of the cloth. 
tree .. Both the taro and the fweet pocatoes are 
here planted at the diftance of four feet from each 
other. The potatoes are earthed up almoft to the 
top of the ftalk. with a proper quantity of light 
;n(>uld. The taro is left bare to the root. and 
the mould round it is put in the form of a bafon. 
for the purpofe of holding the rain-water; this 
root requiring a certain degree of moifture. At 
the Friendly and Society HIes. the taro was con
ftantly pla~ted in low and moift fituations. and 
"generally in thofe places where there was the con. 
veniency of a rivulet to flood it. This mode of 
-culture was confidered as abfolutel y neceffary; 
but we now found that this root. with the pre. 
~aution before-mentioned. fucceeds equally well 
in a more dry fituation. It was. indeed, re. 
marked by all of us, that the laro of the Sandwich 
Iflands was the beft we had ever tafted. 
. The walls, by which thefe plantations are 
'feparated from each other, are compofed of the 
ioofe burnt frones. which are m,t with in clear
ing the ground j and. being totally concealed by 

'fugar-canes, .tQat are planted clore on each fide. 
form the moft b~autiful fences 't1ut; can be 
Jmllgined. 

.Our 
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Our party flopped for the night at the fecoon. 
hut they obferved among the plantations, where, 
they fuppofed themfelves to be fix or feven miles, 
difrant from our fhips. The profpeCl: from thi~ 
fpot was defcribed by them as very delightfu!; 
th~y had a view of our veffels in the bay before 
them; to the left, they faw a continued range o( 
villages, interfperfed with groves of cocoa-nu~ 
trees, fpreading along the fhore; a thick woo4 
extending itfelf behind them; and, to the right, 
a very confiderable extent of ground, laid out 
with great regularity in well-cultivated planta~ 
tions, difplayed itfelf to their view. Near thi~ 
fpot the natives pointed out to them, at a difiance 
from every other dwelling, the refidence of a 
hermit, who they faid had, in the former part 
of his life, been a great chief and warrior, but 
had long ago retired from the 'fea-coafr of the 
ifland, and now never quitted the environs of hi~ 
cottage. As they approached him, they pr().. 
ftrated themfelves, and afterwards prefented him 
with fome provifions. His behaviour was eary. 
frank and chearful. He teftified little afronifh: 
ment at the fight of our people, and though 
preffed to accept of fome European curiofities. he 
thought proper to decline the offer. and foon 
withdrew to his cottage. Our party reprefente4 
him as by far the mofr aged perfon they ~d ev~~ 
f~en. judging him to be, at a moderate compl,l~it: 
tlon, upwards of a hundred years of age. . 

As 
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As our people had fuppofed that th~ mountain 
was not more than ten or a dozen miles diftant 
from the bay, and confequently expeCted to reach 
it with eafe early the following morning, they 
were now greatly furprifed to find the diftance 
fcarce perceivably diminifhed. This circum
dance, with the uninhabited ftate of the country • 
. which they were on the point of entering, render_ 
ing it necefi'ary to provide a fupply of provifions, 
they difpatched one of their conduCtors back to 
the village for that fuppofe. Whilft they waited 
his return, they were joined by feveral of Kaoo's 
fervants, whom that generous old man had fent 
after them, loaded with refrefhments, and fully 
authorifed, as their route lay through his grounds. 
to demand, and take away with them whatever 
they might want. 

Great was the furprife of our travellers on 
finding the cold here fo intenfe. But, as they 
had no thermometer with them, they could only 
form their judgment of it from their feelings; 
Which, from the warm atmofphere they had quit
ted, muft have been a very fallacious method of 
judging. They found it however fo cold, that 
chey could fcarce get any fleeF> and the ifianders 
could not fleep at all; both parties being dif
turbed, during the whole night, by continual 
coughing. As they, at this time, could not be 
at any very great height, their diftance from the 
fea being no more than fix or feven miles, and 

part 
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-part of the road _ on a very moderate afcent, this 
"Uncommon degree of cold muft be .attributed to 
the eailer! y wind blowing frefh o~er the fnowy 
m~untains. 

They proceeded on their journey early the next 
morning, and filled their calibafhes at a well of 
excellent water, fituate about half a mile from 
.their hut. After they had paffed the plantation$. 
lhey arrived at a thick wood, which they entered 
by a path that had been made for the convenience 
of the iflanders, who frequently repair thitherJor 
the purpofe of catching birds) as well as procur
ing the wild or horfe-plantain. Their progrefs 
now became extremely now, and was attended 
with great labour; for the ground was either 
fwampy, or covered with large ftones; the path 
narrow, and often interrupted by trees lying. a
crofs it, which they were obliged to climb over. 
as the thicknefs of the underwood, on each fide, 
Tendered it impracticable to pafs round them. 
They raw, in thefe woods, pieces- of white cloth 
fixed on poles, at fmall diftances, which ther 
imagined were land-marks for the divifion of pro
perty, as they only obferved them where the wild 
plantains grew. The trees were of the fame kind 
with the fpice-tree of New Holland; they were 
fh-aight and lofty, and their circumference Waf 

from two to four feet. 

Our party having advanced nine or 'ten miles 
in the wood, had the mortification of finding 

them-
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ih~lIlfell1!!$, - fuddenly, within fight of the fea, 
arid not tery far from it; the path having turned 
olf imperceptibly to the fauth, and carried them 
to the tight of the mountain, which it was their 
intention to reaeh. Their difappointment was 
confiderably heightened by the uncertainty under 
which they now were with refpeCl: to its true bear
ings, as they could not, at prefent, gain a vIew 
of it from the top of the higheft trees. They, 
therefore, tholight proper to walk back fix or 
feven miles to an unoccupied hut; where they 
had left two of their own people, and three of the 
natives, with' the fmall remriant of their provi
fions. Here they paffed the fecond hight, during 

which the air was fo extremely !harp, that, by 
the morning; their guides were all gone off ex
cept one. 
,Being now in want of proviGons, which laid 

them under the liIeceffity of returning to fome of 
the cultivated parts of the if1:md, they left the 
wood by the fal11e path by which they had enter
ed it. When they arrived at the plantations, 
the, Were furrounded by the ifiander's, from whom 
they purchafed a ftelh fupply of necelfaries; and 
prevaild:ltlpon tWo of them to atcolhpany them 
is guides, in the room of thofe who had gone 
away. Having procured the beft information they 
eould poffibly obtain, with regard to the direCtion 
of their road; the party, who were now nine in 
number, marclled fot about half a dozen miles 

VOL. III. N'i' 17. T along 
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alon.,. the fkirts of the wood, and then entered it o 
again by a path leading towards the eaft. They 
paffed, fat the firll: three miles, through a forell: 
of lofty fpice-trees, which grew on a rich I081n. 

At the back of thefe trees they met with an equal 
-extent of low 1hrubby trees, together with a- con
f1derable quantity of thick under-wood, upon a 
bottom of 100fe burnt frones. This led theill to 
another forell: of fpice-trees, and the fattle rich 
brownifh foil, which was again fucceed~d by a 
barren ridge of a fImilar kind with the foffiltr. 
Thefe ridges, as far as they could be feeil, ap
peared to run parallel with the fea-fhore, and to 
have Mauna Roa for their centre. 

As they paired through the wcods they found 
many unfinifued canoes, and huts in ieveral 
places; but they faw. none of the inh~bitante-. 

After they had penetrated almoft three miles into 
the fecond wood, they arrived at two huts, whtrn 
they ll:opped, being greatly fatigued with the 
day's journey, in the courfe of which they-had 
walked, according to their own computati9'l\, at 
leaft twenty miles. Having found no fpFings 
from the time they quitted the plantations, they 
had greatly fuffered from the violenee of their 
thirft; in confequence of which they were obljgee1, 
before the evening came Oil, to fepar.te into 
fmall parties, and go in queft of water. The". 
at laft, met wuh fame that had been left by raj" 

in the bottom of a half- nnifhed canae; "w~ich, 
though 
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though of a reddiih colour, Was by no means un .. 
welcome to them. 

During the night, the cold was more intenfe 
than before; and though they had taken care to 
wrap ,merrifelves up in mats and clothes of the 
country, and to keep a large fire between the two 
huts, the)' could get but very little fleer, and 
were under the neceffity of walking about for the 
gtellteft part of the night; Their elevation \\'a.~ 

how, in all probability, pretty confiderab!e, as 
the ground, OVer which their journey lay, had 
been generally on the aCcent. 

The next morning, which was the 29th, they 
fet out early, with an intention of making their 
Jaft and greateft effort to reach the {nowy moun
tain; but their fpiritg were conliderably depref.; 
fed, on finding that the miferablc pittance of wa
ter, which they had difcovercd the preceding 
night, was expended: The path, which reached 
no farther than where canoes had been built, be
ing ndw termipated, they were obliged to make 
their way as well as they could; ftequently climb
ing up into the moO: lofty trees, to explore the 
{urrounding country. They arrived, about e1e
ten o'clock, at a ridge of burnt £lones, from the 
top of which they had a profpett of the Mouna 
Roo, which then appeared to be at a di£lance 
of between twelve and fourteen miles from them. 

They now enteted int'o a confultation, whe
ther they fhould proceed any furthet, or reft 

T 2 wn-
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contented with the 'view they now had of the 
fnowy mountain. Since the path had ceafed, 
their road had become highly fatiguing, and waS 
growing ftill more fo, every ftep they advanced. 
The ground was almoO: every where broken into 
deep fiifures, which, being {lightly covered with 
mofs, made them ftumble almoft continuaIIy; 
and the intervening fpace confifted of a furface 
of loofe burnt ftones, which broke· under their 
feet. Into fome of thefe fiifures they threw ftones, 
which feemed from the noife they made, to falL 
to a confiderable depth; and the ground founded 
hollow as they walked upon it. Befides thefe cir
cumftances, which difcouraged them from proceed
ing, they found their conductors fo averfe to go
ing on, that they had reafon' to think they would 
not be prevailed on to remain out another night~ 

They, therefore, at length came to a determination. 
of returning to the thips, after taking a furvey of 
the country from the higheft trees they could find. 
From this elevation, they perceived themfelves 
furrounded with wood towards the fea; they were 
unable to difringuifu, in the horizon, the 1ky 
from the water; and betwixt them and the fnowy 
mountain, was a valley of about eight miles in 
breadth. 

The travellers paifed this night at a hut in the 
fecond foreft; and the following day before noon, 
they had paifed the firft wood, and found them
felves nine or ten miles to the north-eaft of the 

fhi11s: 
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fhips, towards which they marched through the 
plantations. As they walked along, they did 
flot obferve a fpot of ground, that was fufeep
tible of improvement, left unplanted; and, in
deed, the country, from their account, could 
feareely be cultivated to greater ad\'antage for 
the purpofes of the natives. 

They were furprifed at feeing feveral fields of 
hay; and upon their enquiry, to what particu

lar ufe it was applied, they were informed, that 
it was intended to cover the grounds where the 
young taro grew, in order to preferve them froln 
being feorched by the rays of the fun. They ob
ferved among the plantations, a few huts fcat
tered about, which 3ff0rdedoccalional 1helter to 

the labourers: but they did not fee any villages 
at a greater di£lance from the fea than four or 
five miles. Near one of them, which was fitu
ated about four miles from the bay, they difw
vered a cave, forty fathoms in length, three in 

. breadth, and of the fame height. It was open 
at each end; its fides were fluted, as if wrought 
with a chiifel; and the furface was glazed over, 
perhaps by the aCtion of fire. 

Having thus related the principal cireumftances 
that occurred in the expedition to the fnowy 
mountain at Owhyhee, we 1hall now proceed to 
defcribe the other illands of this groupe. 

That which is next in fize, and neareft in fitu
ition to Owhyhee, is Mowee. It £lands. at the 

I 

T 3 di(-
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diftance of eight leagues north-north-weft fio~ 
pwhyhee, and is one hundred and forty geogra· ' 
phical miles in circuic It is !iivided by a lo\Y 
iil:hmus into two circular peninfulas, of whic~ 
that to th~ eaftward is named Whamaqooa, and 
is twice as large a~ that to the weft, called Q~ 
~hyrookoo. The mountains in both rife to a 
~ery great height, as we were able to fee the"1 
at the diftance of above thirty leagues~ The 
northern iliores, like thOfe of the iqe of Owhy
~ee, afford no foundings; and the coupuy bear~ 

~he fame afpeCt of fertility ~and verdure. Ttu:' 
eail: point of 'Mowee is iQ the latitude of ~o~ 50' 
north, and in the longitude of 204-0 4' eail. 
. To the fouthw'ard, between Mowee and t~ 
adjacent i!lands, we found regular depths with, 
one hundred and fjfty fathoms over a bottom of 
fand. From the weil:ern . point, which is rather 
low, rllllS a /hoal, extending towards the ifland 
of Ranai, to a confiderable diftance; and to the: 

fouth of this, is an extenfive bay, with a fandy 
beach, /haded with cocoa-trees.' It is not imp,'
bable, that good ancorage might be met Wil~ 
here, with /helter from the prevailing winds ~ 
and that the beach affords a commodious land~ 
jng-place. The country further back is ~ery r~
mantic 10 its appearance. The hills rife almoft 
perpendicularly,' eXhibiting a variety of peake~ 
forms; and their fteep fides, -as well as the deep 
~ha[ms between them, are covered with tree~ 

~~o~,~ 
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among which thofe of the bread-fruit principally 
·abound •. The fummits of thefe hills are perf~ct1y 
bare, and of a reddiih brown hue. The natives 

informed us, that there was a harbour to the lauth 
of the ealtern point, wflich they aifc::rted was fu
perior to that of Karakakooa; and we alfo heard 
that there was another harbour, named Keepoo • 
. bepQo, on the north-weltern fide. 
. Ranai is about nine miles diftant from Mowee 
and Morotoi, and is fituate to the fouth-weft of 
the paffage between thofe two ifies. The coun_ 
.try,towards the fouth, is elevated and craggy; 
:but the other parts of die i11and had abetter ap
.pear!1llee, and feemed to be well inhabited. It 
.abounds in roots, fuch as fweet potatoes, taro, 
·.and yams; but produces very few plaut~' >5, a.nd 
bread-frmt-trees. The fouth point of Ran,,~ is 

.in the latitude of 20° 46' north, and in the longi

.tude of 2030 8' eaft. 
Morotoi lies at the diltance of two Jeague$ and 

a Kalf to the welt-north-weft of MONce. Its 
~uth-weltern coaft, which was the only part of 
it we approached, is very low; but the land be
hind rifes to a confiderable elevation; and, at 
the diltance from which we hai a view of ie, ap

:peared to be deftitute of wood. Yams are its 
:principle produce; andit may probably contain 
.frefh water. Th!! coalt, on the fOllehern and 
weltern fides of the if1and, forms feveral bays, 

:~l!t rromife a tolerable .!helter from the .trade 
. T 4 wlOi;ls, 
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winds; The weft point of Morotoi is in the Ion. 
gitude of 202 0 4/)' eaft, and in the latitude of 21 \I 

10' north. 
Tahoorowa is a fmall Wand fituated off the 

fouth-wefiern part of Mowee, from which it ·is 
nine miles diftant It is defiitute of wood, an~ 
its foil feems to be fandy and unfertile. Its lati
tude is 2Qo 38' north, and its longitude 2030 2,' 

eaft. Between it and Mowee Hands the little 
illand of Marrotinnee, which has no inhabitant~. 

W oahoo lies about feven leagues to the north
weft of Morotoi. As far as we were enabled to 
judge, from the appearance of the north-wellern 
and north eafiero parts (for we had not an oppor
tunity of feeing the fouthern fide) it is by far the 
findl: of all the Sandwich 11lands. The verdure 
of the hills, the variety of wood and lawn, and 
fertile well-cultivated vallies~ which the whole 
face of the country prefented to view, could not 
be exceeded. Having already defcribed the bay 
in which we anchored, formed by the northern 
and weftern extremes, it remains for us to obferve, 
that, in the bight of tpe bay, to the fouthward 
of our anchoring-place, we met with foul rocky 
ground, about two miles from the ihore. If the 
ground tackling of a ihip ihould happen to b.e 

,:weak, and the wind blow with violenc~ from th~ 
north, to which quarter the road is entirely open, 
this circumftance might be attended with fame 

~egree of danger; but, provid~d the cables. wete 
. good~ 
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good, there would be no great hazard, as the 
ground from the anchoring-place, which is op
pofite the valIey through which the river runs, 
to the northern point, tonfifis of a fine fand. The 
Jatitude of our anchoring-place is 21° 43' north" 
3nd the longitude 202 0 9' ~afi. 

Atooi is about twenty five leagues to the north
weft of Woahoo. Towards the north-eaft and 
north-weft, the face of the country is ragged and 
broken; but, to the fouthward, it is more even; 
the hills rife from the fea-fide with a gentle ac
clivity, and, at a little difiance back, are cover
~p with wood. Its produce is the fame with that 
pf the other iflands of this c\ufier; but its inha
bitants greatly excel the people of all the neigh
bouring iflands in the management of their plan
tations. In the low grounds, contiguous to the 
bay wherein we anchored, thefe plantations were 
regularly divided by- deep ditches; the fences 
were formed with a neatnefs ilPproaching to ele
gance, and the roads thrallgh them were finifhed 
,n fuch a manner, as would have reflected credit 
even on an European engineer. The longitllde 
pf Wymoa Bay, in this if.land, is 200 0 20' eafr, 
and its latitude 21 Q 57' north. 

Oneeheow is five or fix leagues to the weftward 
of Atooi. ,Its eaftern coaft is high, and rifes with 
abruptnefs from the fea; but the other parts of 
the ifland confift of low ground, except a round 

~l!lff he!1q on thl: fouth·eafiern point. It pro-
, duce~ 
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(luces plenty of yams, and of the fweet root calltd 
u.:. The anchoring-place at this ifland lies in the: 
lati~ude of z [g 50' north, and in the longitude 

cf 1990 45' eaft. 
Oreehoua and Tahoora are two little iflands, 

fituate in the neighbourhood of Oneeheow. Tbe 
former is an elevated hummock, conneCted with 
the northern extreme of One.eheow, by a reef of 
coral rocks. Its latitude is 22° 2' north, and its
longitude 199052' eaft. The latter ftands to the 
fouth-eaft, and is uninhabited: its longitude is 
199036' eaft, and its latitude 21 u 431 north, 

The climate of the ~andwich It1es is, pe,h~p9, 
rather more temp.erate than that of the Weft India 
ifiands, which are in the fame l~titude; but the 
difference is very inconfiderable. 'fh~ thermo
meter, on {bore ncar Karakakooa Bay, neverrofe 
to a greater height than 88", and that but one 
day: its mean height, ;it twelve o'clock, was 83'. 
Its mean height at noon, in Wymoa Eay, was 
76°, and, when our at fea, 7SQ. In the ifiand of 
Jamaica, the mean height of the thermome~l=r, at 
twelve o'clock, is about 86°; atfea 800. 

Whether thefe iflands are fubjeCt to the fame 
violent winds and hllrricanes with the Weft Indies, 
we could not a[certain, as we wer~ nC!lt heredurillg 
any of the tempeftuous months! However, as no 
veftiges of their effeCts were any where to be feen', 
and as the if!anders gave us no pofitive teHimony 
of the faft, it is probab\e, tha~- in this Farti~u. 

hr~ 
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Jar, they refemble the Friendly and Society 1 nes, 
whic~ are, in a great degree, free from fuch tre
plendous vifitattons. 

There was a greater quantity of rain, particu
~ar1y in the interior parts, during the four winter 
months that we continued among thefe ifianders. 
~han commonly falls in the Weft-Indies in the 
~ry feafon. We generally obferved clouds col
~ea:ing round the fummits pf the hills, and pro
pucil!g rain to leeward; but, after the wind has 
feparated them from the land, they dirperfe, and 
are lofr, and others fupply there place. This oc
curred daily at Owhyhee; the mountainous parts 
being ufually enveloped in a cloud; (howers fuc
Feflively falling in the inland country; with a 

'Flear !ky, and fine weather, in the neighbour
hood of the {hore. 

The winds were, for the moft part, from eaft
"~(ll1th~eaft to north· eaft. In the harbour of Kara
'flikooa we had every day and night a fea and land 
~reeze. The currents fometimes fet to windward. 
and at other times to leeward, without the lealt 
regularity. They did not feern to be directed by 

'fae winds, nor by any other caufe that we can af
fign: they often fet to windward againft a frdh 
preeze. 

The tides are exceedingly regular, ebbing and 
flowing fix hours each. The flood-tide comes 
from the eaft, and, at the full and change of the 
;moon~ it is high-water at three quarters of an 

hour 
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hour after three o'clock. Their greateft rife is 
tlVO feet feven incbes. 

\V lth refpect to tbe quadrupedes of tbefe iiIands, 
they are confined to three forts, namely, bogs, 
dogs, and rats. The dogs are of tbe fame fpecies 
with tbofe we faw at Otabeite, having pricked 
ears, long backs, and iliort crooked legs. \Ve 
did not obrer,,- any variety in them, except in 
their !kins; fome being perfealy fmooth, and 
others having long rough hair. They are about 
as large as a common turnfpir, and- feem to be 

. extremely fluggiili in their nature; though this 
may, probably, be more owing to the manner in 
whicb they are treated, than to their natural dif. 
pofition. They are generally fed with the bogs, 
aDd left to herd with thofe animals; and we do 
not recollect a fingle infiance of a dog being made 
a companion here, as is the cuLlom in Europe. 
Indeed, the practice of eating them feems to be 
an inCuperable bar to their -·being admitted into 
fociety; and as tbere are no beafis of prey, nor 

objeCts of cbace, in there iflands, ,he focial quali
ties of the dog, its attachm~" c, fidelity, aBd 
fagacity, will, in all probability, remain un
known to tbe natives. . 

1't did not appear tbat the dogs in the Sand. 
wich iflands Were near 'fa numerous, in propor
tion as at Otaheite. But, on the other band, 
they have a much greater plenty of hogs, aDd the 
breed .is of a larger kind. \Ye procur«d frQm 

them 
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them an amaz.ing fupply of provifions of this fort. 
'We were upwards of three months, either cmif
ing off the coafi, or in harbour at Owhyhee; 
during all which time the crews of both fhips had 
conftantly a large allowance of frefh pork, info
much that our confuD1ption of that article was 

computed at about fixry puncheons of five hun_ 
dred weight each. Befides this quantity, and the 

: e)!t(aordinary wafie, which, amidfi fuch abun_ 
dance, could not be entirely prevented, fixty 
more puncheons were falted for fea fiore. The 
greater part of this [upply was drawn from the 
iile of Owhyhee alone; and yet we did not p.er
ceive that it was at all exhaufied, ,or even that the 
plenty had decreafed. 

The birds of there iilands are numerous, though 
the variety is not great. Some of them may vie 
with thofe of any country in point of beauty. 
There are four fpecies that feern to belong to the 
trochili, or honey-fuckers of Linnreus. One of 
them is f::>mewhat larger than a bullfinch; it., 
colour is a glairy black, and the thighs and ru:np
vent are of a deep yellow. The natives call it 
hoohoo. Another is of a very bright fear let; its 
}\lings are'black, with a white edge, and its taii 
is black. It is named eueve by the inhabi[aEt,. 
The ,third is variegated witli brmvn, yellow, and 
red, and feems to be I:;ither a young bird, or a 
variety of the prc~eding. The fourth is ell,tirely 

. green, :-vith a yello.v: tinge, and is c~Jlcd '1i:,li.'~rr.';c.;. 
TL,,:e 
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There is alio .a fmall bird of the fly-catcher kind; 
a fpedes of thruili, with a greyiili breaft; and a 
rail, with very iliort wings, and no tail. RaveM 
are met with here, but they are extremely fcarce ; 
they are of a dark brown colour, inclining to 
black, :\od the,ir note is different from that of the 
European raven 

We found here two fmall birds, that were very 
common, and both of which were of one ge1lflij 

One of thefe was red, and was ufually obferved 
about the cocoa-trees, from whence it feemed to 
derive a confiderable part of its fubfiftence. The 
other was of a _ green colour. Both had long 
tongues, which were ciliated, or fringed at the 
tip. A bird with a yellow head was likewife 
very commOn here: from the ftrutl:ure of its 
beak, our people called it a parroquet: it, how
ever, does not belong to that tribe, but bears a 
great refemblance to the lexia jlavicans, or yellow
iili crofs bill of Linnreus. Here are alfo owls, 
curlews, petrels, and gannets j plovers of two 
fpedes, one nearly the fame as our whiftling 
plover; a large white pigeon; the comtnon water .. 
hen; and a long tailed bird, which is of a black 
colour" and the vent and feathers under the wings 
yellow. 

The vegetable produce of the Sandwich HIe' 
is not very different from that of the other i11and~ 
of the Pacific Ocean. We have already obfetVed~ 
that the taro root, as here cultivated, was fuperiot 

to 
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to any we had before tafted. The bread-fruit
trees thrive here, not indeed in fuch abundance 
as at Otaheite, but they produce twice as much 
fruit as they do on the rich plains of that illand. 
The trees are nearly of the fame height; but the 
branches Ihoot out from the trunk confiderably 

lower, and with greater luxuri2nce of vegetaticn. 
The fugar-canes of thefe il1ands grow to an ex
traordinary fize. One of them was brought to 
us at Atooi, whofe circumference w,as eleven 
inches and a quarter; and it had fourteen feet 
eatable. At Oneeheow we faw fome large brown 
roots, from fix to ten pounds in weight,' n:
fembling a yam in !hape. The juice, of which 
they yield a great quantity, is very fweer, and i,. 
an excc:1lent filccedaneum for fugar. The natives 
are exceedingly fond of it, and make ufi:: of it as 
an article of their common diet; and our people 
Jikewife found it very palatable and whole[omr, 
Not being able to procure the leaves of this 

. vegetable, we could not afcerrain to what fpecies 
of plant it belonged; but we fuppofed it :0 be 
~he toot of fome kind of fem. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP VII. 

General Account of the Sandwich Ijles continutd ..... 
Origin of the Natives-<fheir PerJons Jefcribed
In/lances of Deformity-Pernicious ConJequenteJ 
arifing from the immoderate UJe if the Ava-Po
pulation of thefe Jjlands-DifPojition and MannerJ 

of the Inhabitants-RejiraiRts inzpojed on their 
Women-<fheir Ingenuity and Docility-MI. 
King's Reafons for Juppo/ing thai they are not 
Cannibals at prefent-Methods of wearing their 
Hair-Parious Ornaments-Drefs of the Men_, 
Featbtred Cloaks and Helmets-DreJs of the Wo
men-A beautiful Kind of. Ruff defcribed-Other. 
Ornaments-Pillages-Haujes-Foad- Occupations: 
-Diver./ions-'l'heir FondneJs for Gaming,-.AjJo
nifhing Dexterity in Swimming-Canoes-Art's ani 
ManufaCfures-Mode of painting Cloth-Beauty oj 
Iheir Mats-<fheir Fifhing-Hooks-Cordage-Vari~' 
DUS Ufos of Gourd-Sbells-Salt-Pans-Weapons. , 

T HE natives of the Sandwich Illes are doubt .. 
lefs of the fame extraction with the inhabi· 

tants of the Friendly and Society mands, of New. 
Zealand, the Marquefas, and Eafter Iaand; a 
race which poffeffes all the known lands between 
the longitudes of 16,0 and 2600 eaft, and between 
the latitudes of 47 0 fouth, and 22Q north. Thi9 

faa, 
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'faCt, extraordinary as i.t is; is not only evinced by 
the general refemblance of their perfons, and the 
great fimilarity of their manners and cuftoms, but 
feerns to be efrablilhed, beyond all controverfy, 
by the identity of their language. It may not, 
perhaps; be very difficult to conjecture, from 
what continent they originally emigrated, and by 
'what fteps they have diffufed themfelves over fo 
irnrnenfe a fpace. They bear ftrong marks of 
·affinity to fome of the Indian tribes, which inha
bit the Ladrones and Caroline Illes; and the 
fame affinity aAd refembbnce, may alfo be traced 
among the Malays and the Battas. At what par
ticular time thefe migrations happened is lefs eafy 
to afcertain; the period, in all probability, was 
liot very late, as they are very populous, and have 
no tradition refpeCl:ing their own origin, but what 
j~ wholly fabulous; though, on the other hand, 
the fimplicity which is frill prevalent in their 
rtlanners and habits of life, and the unadulterated 
'fiate of their general language, feem to de m01-
fitate, that it could not have been at any very 
ternote period. 

The Sandwich IIlanders, in general, exceed the 
middle fize, and are well made. They walk in 
a very graceful manner, run with confiderable 

• agility, and are capable of enduring a great de
gree of fatigue: but, upon tbe whole, the men 
are inferior; with refpeCl: to activity and ftrength, 
to the inhabitants of the Friendly IIl::wds, and 

• VOL. IlI.-NQ i7. U "he 
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the women are lefs delicate in the formation of 
their limbs than the Otaheitean females. Th~ir 

complexion is fomewhat darker than that of the 
Oraheiteans; and they are not altogether fo hand
fame in their perfons as the liatives of the Society 
liles. Many of both fexes, however, had fine 
open countenances"'; and the women, in parti
cular, had white well fet teeth, good eyes, and 
an engaging fweetnefs and fenobility of look. 

The hei,*of thefe people is of a brownifh black, 
. neither uniformly curling like that of the Afri
,can negroes, nor uniformly {haight, as among 
the Indians of America; but varying, .in this re
fpett, like the hair of Europeans. There is one 
ihiking peculiarity in the features of every part 
of this great nation; which is. that, even in the 
moil: handfome faces, there is always obfervable, 
a fulnefs of the noUril, without any flatnefs or 
fpreading of /the nofe, ·that dill:inguifhes them 
from the inhabitants of Europe. It is not wholly 
improbable, that this may be the eff"ett of their 
cuftomary method of falutation, which is per
formed by preffing together the extremities of 
their nofes. 

The fame fuperiority that we generally ohfery. 
ed at other iilands in the perfons of the Erm, is ' 
likewife found here. Thofe that were feen by us 

were perfeCtly well formed; whereas the lower' 

• The annexed reprefentation of a man of the Sandwi~b 
Hlcs, was taken from a portIaw of our friend Kaneena. 

·dali 
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tlafs of people, belides their general inferiority, 
are [ubject to all the variety of figure and make, 
that is met with in the populace of other parts 
of the world. 

There are more frequent inftances of deformity 
here, than in any of the other illands we vifited. 
While we were truifing off Owhyhee, two dwarfs 
came on board; one of whom was an old man, 
of the height of four feet two inches, but very 

. ""-ell proportioned; and the other was a woman, 
nearly of the fame fiature. We afterwards faw, 
among the natives three who were hump- back
ed, and a young man who had been defiitute of 
hands and feet, from the very moment of his 
birth. Squinting is alfo common among them; 
and a man, who, they told us, had been born 
,blind, was brought to Us for the purpofe of being 
cured. Befides thefe particular defects, they are, 
in general, extremely fubjetl: to boils and ulcers, 
which fome of us afcribed to the great qUlntity 
of fait they ufually eat with their fifh and flelh. 
Though the Erees are free from thefe complaints. 
many of them experience lEJI more dreadful effects 
from the too frequent ufe of the ava. Thofe 
who were the mofi affected by it, had their eyes 
red and inflamed, their limbs emaciated, their bodies 
covered with a whitifh [curf, and their whole 
frame trembling 'and paralytic, attended with a 

difability of railing their heads. 

Through 
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Though it does not appear that this drug un .. 

verfally fhortens life, (for Terreeoboo. Kaoo, 

and feveral other chiefs, were far advanced in 

years) yet it invariably brings on a premature and 
decrepid old age. It is a fortunate circum fiance 
for the people, that the ufe of it is made a pecu. 

liar privilege of the chiefs. The: young fon of 

Terreeoboo, who did not exceed twelve or thir
teen years of age, frequently boafted of his be~ 
ina- admitted to drink ava; and fhewed us, with 

t:> 

marks of exultation, a fmall fpot in his fide that 

was beginning to grow fcaly. 
When Captain Cook firft vifited the Society 

liles, this pernicious drug was very little known 
among them. In his fecond voyage, he found 

it greatly in vogue at Ulietea; but it had frill 
gained little ground at Otaheite. During the laft 
time we were there, the havock it had made was 
almoft incredible, infomuch that Captain Cook 

fcaree recognized many of his former acquain
tances. 1t is a\'o confiantly drank by the chiefs 

. of the Friendly liles, but fo much diluted with 
water, that it fca~cely produces any bad confe

quences. At Atooi, likewife, it is ufed with 

great moderation; and the chiefs of thatifland 

are, on this account, a much finer fet of men, 

than thofe of the neighbouring iflands. It was 

. remarked by us, that, upon difcontinuing the 
ufe of this root, its ,noxious effects quicldy wore 

off. We prevailed upon our friends Kaoo and 

Kairee-
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Kaireekeea, toabftain from it; and they reco
vered furprifingly during the !hort time we after
ward;; remained among them. 

To form any probable conjeCtmes with regard 
to the population of iflands, with many parts of 
which we have but an imperfeCt acquaintance, 
may be thought highly difficult. There are two 
circumftances, however, which remove much of 
this objection. One i~, that the interior parts of 
the country are almoft entirely uninhabited: it~ 
therefore, the number of thofe who inhabit the 
parts adjoining to the coaft, be afcertained, the 
whole will be determined with fame degree of ac
curacy. The other circumftance is, that there 
are no towns of any confiderable extent, the 
houfes of the iflanders being pretty equally fcat
tered in fmall villages round all their coafts. On 
thefe: grounds we {ball venture at a rough calcu
lation of the number of perfofls in this cluller of 
j{lands. 

Karakakooa bay, in Owhyhee, is about three 
miles in extent, and comprehends four villages 
of about eighty houfes each, upon an average, 
in all three hundred and twtnty;· befides many 
llraggling habitations, which may make the 
whole amount to three hundred and fifty. If we 
allow fix people to each haufe, the country about 
the bay will then contain two thoufand one hun
dred perfons. To thefe we !J.lay add fifty fami
lies, or three hundred fouls, which we imagi'ne 

U3 N 
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to be nearly the number employed among the 
plantatiuns in the interior pans of the il1and i 
making. in all, two thoufand four hlllcdred. If 
thi, number be applied i.O the whole .~ )JIl round 
the iOand, a quarcer being deduC"". for the un
inhabited parts1 it will be found to contain a hun. 
dred and fifty (boufand perfons. The Other Sand.. 
wich Wands, by the fame method of calculation, 
will appear to contain the following number of 
inh"bi- ants: Mowee, {ix' vfiv, d,uufand four
hUt jr~d; Atoe'l, ~ry t;.ur t~o'f nl;; Morotoi, 
thirty-fix thoufan·.1; \V.Jahut), iixty thoufand two 
hundred; Ranai, twenty thoufand four hundred; 
Oneeheow, ten thoufand; and Oreehoua, four 
th·uLnd. The fe numbers, including the hun
dred and fifty thoufa.ld in Owhyhee, will amoun~ 
to four hundred (holJfa',d. In this computation 
we have by no means exceeded the truth in the 
total amount • 
. It mull be ackn')wledged, notwithl1:anding the 

great lois we fullained from the flldden refent
ment and violence of thefe iilanders, that they 
are:: of a Yery mild and aff~·ctlonate difpofition~ 
~qllalJy remote from the dillant gravity and re
ferw of the natives of the Friendly liles, and the 
extreme:: volatility of the Otaheiteans. They frem 
to Jive in (he greattl1: frirndihip and harmony 
with each other. Thofe worr:en who had chil
dren, fhewed a remarkable affeCl:ion for them , 
and p.!id them a particular and conl1:ant attention; 

an~ 
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and the men, with a wil!ingnds that did honour 
to their feelings, frequently "ff.Jrded their affift
ance in thofe domeftic employments. V;'e mutt, 
however, remark, that they are greatly inferior 
to the.inhabitants of the other il1and" in that beft 
criterion of civiltzed manners, the refptt't paid 
to the female fex. Here the women are not only 
deprived of the privikge of eating with the men, 
but are forbidden to feed on the beft forts of 
provifions. TUTtle, pork, feveral kinds of lilli, 
and fome fpecies of plantains, are denied them; 
and we were informed, that a girl received a vio
lent beating, for having eaten, while ilie was on 
board one of our fhips, a prohibited article of 
food. With regard to their domell:ic life, they 
fe~m to live almoft wholly by rhemfelves, and 
meet with little attention from the men, though 
no inftances of perfonal ill-treatment were ob
ferved by us. 

We have already had occafion to mention the 
great kindnefs and hofpi~afity, with which they 
treated us •. \Vhenever we went ailiore, there was 

a continual ftruggle who !hould be moft forward 
in offering little prefents for our acceptance, 
bringing provifions and refre111mentS, or tefl:ify
iog fome other mark of refpett. The aged per
fons conltantly received us with tears of joy, ap
peared to be highly gratified w~th being permit
ted to touch us, and were frequently drawing 
~omparifons between us and rlmnfelves, with 

U 4 marks 



296 A V 0 Y AGE TOT a 1> 

marks of extreme humility~ The young women. 
}ikewife, were exeedingly kifld and engaging, 
and attached themfelves to us, without referve, 
till they perceived, notwithftanding all our en
~eavours to prevent it, that they had caufe to re
pent of our acquaintance. It muft, hQwever, be 
obferved, that thefe females were, in all proba.' 
bility of the inferior clafs; for we faw very few 
women of rank during our continuance her~. 

Thefe people, in point of natural capacity, are~ 
by no means, below th~ common ftandard of the 
human race. The excellence of their mannfae-
tures, ar.d their improvements in agriculture, are 
~oubtlefs adequate to their fituation and natural 
advantages. The eagernefs of curiofity, with 
which they ufep to attend the armol1rer's forge, 
and the variollS expedients which they had in
vented, even before our departure from thefe 
iflands, for working the iron obtained from us, 
into fuch forms as were beft calculated for their 
purpofes, were ftrong indications of docility and 
ingenuity. Our llnh~ppy friend, Kaneena, was 
endowed with a remarkable quieknefs of concep~ 
tion, and a great degree of judicious curio.(ity. 
He was ex~remely inquifitive with refpett to out' 
manners and cuftoms. He enquired after ou~ 
fovereign; the form of our government; the 
mode of conftrutl:ing our lhips; the produCtions 
pf our cou~try; our number's; our method of 
~~ilpil1g houfts; whether we waged any wars i 

wil~ 
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with whom, on what occafions, and in what par
~icular manner they were carried on; who was 
qur Deity; befideli many other queftions of a fimi
lar import, which feemed to indicate a com pre
henfive underftanding. \Ve obferved two ill
fl:ances of per{ons di[urdlr:d in their fenfes; the 
one a woman at Onecheow, the other a man at 
Owhyhee. From the extraordinary refped: and 
attention paid to them, it appeared, tha~ the 
Qpir;ion of their being divinely infpired, which 
prevails among moft of the oriental nations, is 
aleQ countenanced here. 

It is highly probable, that the praCl:ice of feed
ing on the bodies of enemies was originally pre
valent in all the illands of the Pacific Ocean, 
though it is nct known by pofitive and decifi.e 
evidence, to exift in any of them, except New_ 
Zealanq. The offering up human viCl:ims, which 
is manifeftly a relique of this barbarous cuftom, 
fl:ill univerfally obtains among thefe iilanders; 
and it is not difficult to conceive why the inha
bitants of New-Zealand 1hould retain the repaft, 
which was, perhaps, the concluding part of thefe 
horrid rites, for a longer period than the reft of 
their tribe who were fituated in more fertile re
gIons. As the Sandwich illanders, both in their 
perfons and difpofition, bear a nearer refemblance 
to the New-Zealanders, than to any other people 
~f this very extenfive race, Mr. Anderfon was 
~rongly inclined to fufpecr, that, IiI~e them, they. 

arc. 
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are frill c:tnnibals. The evidence, which induced' 

him to entertain this opinion, has been already 

laid down in the tenth chapter of the third book; 

but, as Mr. King had great doubts of the juft
nefs of his conciufions, we fhall mention the 
grounds on which he ventured to diffcr from him. 

·With regard to the intelligence received on this 

head from the natives themfelves, it may not be 
improper to obferve, that moil: of the officers on 
board took great pains to inquire into fo cu"rious 

a circumftance; and that, except in the infiances 

above referred to, the iOanders invariably denied 
that any fuch praCl:ice exifted among them. 

Though Mr. Anderfon's fuperior knowledge 
of the language of thofe people ought certainly 

to give confiderable weight to his jUdgment, yet 

when he examined the man who had the little 
parcel containing a piece of falted Llelh, Mr. 
King, who was pr~fent on that occafion, was 
firongly of opinion, that the figns made ufe of 

by the iOan'der intimated nothing more, than that 
it was defigntd to be eatcn, and that it was very 
agreeable or wholefome to the fiumach. In this 

fentimenr Mr King was contirmed, by a cirCLIm. 

fiance of which he was informed, after tl'e de
ceafe of his ingenious frIend Mr. Andedon, 

namely, that m;)ft of the inhabitants ()f thefe 
Wands carried abOllt with them a fmall piece of 
raw pnrk, well falred, either put inco a calibafh, 

Qr wrapped up in fame cloth, and f .. il:ened round 

,he 
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the waif!:: this they elle'emt'd a great delicacy, 

~nd would frequently taile it \\-ith regard to 

the cOilfufion the iad lIas in, (for his age did not 
~xceed fixteen . or eighteen Ycars) no perfon could 

have been [urpriCed at it, \1'\10 had been wieners 

of the earnell and eager [panner in which Mr. 
Anderfon interrogated him." 

. Mr. King found it leis eafy to controvert the 

argument deduc d from t.1C u( of the inllrument 

made" with fharks tenh, which is of a fimilar 

form with thar ufed by the ~ ew Zealanders for 

cutting up t L<: bodies of their enemies. 1 hough 

he believed it to be an ul1dou11ted fad, that they 
never make ufe of this inftrument in cutting the 

fieCh of other a:nim~ls, );~t, as th.e praCtice of fa

crificing human ViL".i3" and of burning the bo
dies of the :/lain, iid. prevails here, he confiriered 

it as not altogether improJable, that the ule of 

this knife (if it may be fa denominated) is retain

ed in thofe ceremonies. He was, llpon'the whole, 

inclined to inllgine, and particularly from the 
laft-mentioned circumfhnce, that the horrible 

cuftom of devouring human flefh has but lately 

ceafed in, thefe and other iflJnds of the Pacific 

Ocean. Omai acknowledged, that his country
men, infiigated by the fury of revenge, would 

fornetimes tear with their teeth the flefh of their 

~ain enemies; but he peremptorily denied that 
they ever eal it. The denial is a {hong indica

ion that the practice has ceaf~d; for in New-
. ZealanJ. 



300 A V 0 Y AGE TOT H E 

Zealand, where it is frill prevalent, the natives 

never fcrupled to confefs it. 
The Sandwich Wanders, almoft univerfally, 

permit their beards to grow. There were, how
ever, a few who cut off their beard entirely, 
among whom was the aged king; and others wore 
it only on their upper lip. The fame variety that 
is found among the other Wanders of this ocean, \ 
with refpeCt to the mode of wearing the hair, is 
likewife obfervable here. They have, befides, 
a falbion which feems to be peculiar to them
felves: they cut it c10fe on each fide of their 
heads, down to their ears, and leave a ridge, of 
the breadth of a fmall hano, extending from the 
forehead to the neck; which, when the hair is 
pretty thick and curling, refembles, in point of 
form, the creft of the helmet of an ancient war
rior. Some of them wear great quantities of 
falfe hair, flowing in long rincklets down their 
backs; while others tie it into one round bunch 
on the upper part of their heads, nearly as large 
as the head itfelf 0 and fome into fix or feven fe
parate bunches. They ufe, for the purpofe of 
daubing or fmearing their hair, a greyilb clay, 
mixed withlbells reduced to powder, which they 
keep in balls, and chew into a fort of pafi:e, 
whenever they intend to make ufe of it. This 
compofition preferves the fmoothnefs of the hair, 
and changes it, in pracefs of time, to a pale. 
yellow. . 

Nec~-
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. Necklaces, confiO:ing of O:rings of fmall varie
gated fhells, are worn by both men and women. 
They alfo wear an ornament, about two inches in 
length, and half an inch in breadth, fhaped like the 
handle of a cup, and made of fione, wood, or 
ivory, extremely well polifhed; this is - hung 
round the neck by fine threads of twifted hair, 
which are fometimes doubled an hundred fold. 
Some of them, inO:ead of this ornament, wear a 
fmall hum:m figure on their brea1l:, formed of 
bone, and fufpended in a fimilar manner. 

Both fexes make ufe of the fan, or fly-flap, by 
way of ufe and ornamenr. The moO: com mall 
fort is compofed of cocoa-nut fibres, tied loofeIy 

. in bunches, to the top of a polifhed handle. 
The tail-feathers of the cock, and thofe of the 
tropic-bird, are ufed for the fame purpofe. Thofe 

- that are moO: in eO:eem, are fuch as have the 
handle formed of the leg or arm bones of an 
enemy killed in battle: thefo! are preferved with 

. extraordinary care, and are handed down, from 
father to fan, as trophies of the highe1l: value. 

The practice of la/ooillg, or puncturing the 
body, prevails among thefe people; and of all 
the iflands in this ocean, it is only at New-Zea
land, and the Sandwich liles, that the face is 
latooed • . There is this difference between thefe 
two nations, that the New-Zealanders perform 
$his operation in elegant fpiral volutes, and the 

Sand. 
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Sand wich I11anders in flraight lines, that inter(ecr 

each other at right angles. 
Some of the natives have half their body, from 

head to foot tatoocd, which give them a moft ftrik

ing appearance. It is generally done with great 
neatnefs and regularity. Several of them have only 
an arm thus marked; others, a leg; fame, again, 
tatoo both an arm and a leg; and others only the 
lland. The hands and arms of the women are 
punCtured in a very neat manner; and they have a 

remarkable cuftom of tatooing the tip of the tongues 
of [orne of the females. We had fame reafon to 
imagine, that the. praclice of punt1:uring is often 
intended as a fign of mourning, on the deceafe of 

a chief, or any other calamitous occurrence: for 
we were frc'jt;cr;t\y informed that [uch a mark was 
in memory of ;-,:ch a chief; and [0 of the others. 

The people of the loweft order are tatooed with a 
particular mark, which diftinguifhes them as the 
property of the chiefs to whom they are re[peaivc~ 
Iy [ubjea. 

The common drefs of the men of all ranks 
confifts, in general, of a piece of thick cloth 
called the mara, ahout a foot in breadth, which 
paifes between the legs, and is faftened round the 
waift. Their mats, which are of various fizes, 
but, for the moft part, about five feet in length; 
and four in breadth, are thrown over their 
1houlders, and brought forward before. Thefe; 
however, are rarely made"ufe of, except 10 time 

of 
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of war, for which purpofe they appear to be better 
calculated than for common ufe, fince they ar() 
of a thick heavy texture, and capable of break
ing the blow of a £tone or of any blunt weapon. 
They generally go bare-footed, except when they 
travel over burnt £tones, on which occafion they 
fecure their feet with a kind of fandal, which is 
made of cords, twi£ted from cocoa-nut fibres. 

Befides their ordinary drefs, there is another, 
which is appropriated to their chiefs, and worn 
only on extraord inary occaGons. 1 t conults of a 
feathered cloak and cap, or helmet, of uncom
mon beauty and magnificence. This drel's having 
been minutely defcribed, in a former part of om 
work, we have only to add, that thefe cloaks are 
of different lengths, in proportion to the rank of 
the perfon who wears them; fome trailing on the 
ground, and others no lower than the middle. 
The chiefs of inferior rank have likewife a {bart 
cloak, which refembles the former, and is made 
of the long tail-feathers of the cock, the man of
war bird, and the tropic-bird, having a broad 
border of fmall yellow and red feathers, and alfo 
a collar of the fame. Others are compofed of 
white.feathers with variagated borders. The cap 
or helmet, has a £trong lining of wicker·work, 
fufficient to break the blow of any warlike weapon; 
for which purpoft it appears to be intended. 
Thefe feathered dreffes feemed to be very fcarc('~ 
and to be worn only by the male fex. During 

our 
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our whole continuance in Karakakooa Bay, we 
never obferved them ufed, except on three occa. 
jions; firft, in the remarkable ceremony of Ter~ 
reeobo0's firft vifit to our fhips; fecondly, by 
fame chiefs, who appeared among the crowd on 
fhore, when our unfortunate commander waS 
killed; and thirdly, when his bones were brought 

to us by Eappo. 
The Ilriking refemblance of this habit to the 

cloak and helmet which the Spaniards formerly 
wore, excited our curiofity to enquire, whether 
there might not be fome reafonable grounds for 
imagining that it had been borrowed from them. 
After all our endeavours to gain information on 
this head, we found, that the natives had no 
immediate acquaintance with any other people 
whatever; and that no tradition exifted among 
them of thefe iOands having ever before received 
a vifit from fuc~ veffds as our's. However~ not
withfranding the refult of our inquiries on this 
fubjeCl:, the form of this habit feems to be a fuf· 
ficient indication of its European origin; parti
cularly when we reflect on another circumftance; 
viz. that it is a remarkable deviation from the 
general agreement of drefs, which is .prevalent 
among the feveral branches of this great tribe, 
difperfed over the Pacific Ocean. From this 
conclufion, we were induced to fuppofe1 that 
fome Buccaneer, or Spanifh {hip, might have 
been wrecked in the neiohbourhood of the~ 

t> 

ifiand,. 
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iflands. When it is confidered, that the courfe 
of the Spani1h trading veifels from Acapulco to 
Manilla, is not many degrees to the fouth of the 
Sandwich liles; in their paifage Qut, and to the 
north, on their return, this ftippofition will not, 
we think, be deemed improbable. 

There is very little difference between the com. 
man drefs of the men and thai: of the women. 
The latter wear a piece of cloth \Happed round 
the waill, which defcends half way down their 
thighs; and fometimes, during the cool of the 
evening, they throw loofe pieces of fihe cloth 
over their fhoulders, like the Otaheitean females. 
The pan is another drefs, which the younger part 
of the fex Often wear; it confifis of the thinneil:' 
and fineft cloth, wrapped feveral times about the 
middle, and reaching down to the leg; fo that it 
has tbe appearance of a full {hart petticoat. They 
cUt their hair iliort behind, and turn it up be
fore, as is the cuftom among the New-Zealanders 
and Otaheiteans. One woman, indeed, whom 
we faw in Karakakoaa Bay; had her hair arranged 
in a very fi.ngular mode; fue had tlirned it up 
behind, and having brought it over her forehead, 
and doubled it back, fo that it formed a fort of 
fhade to her face, and fomewhat refembled a [mall 

bomiet. 
Befides their nec1daces, which are compofed 

of1hells, or of a :thining, hard; red berry, they 
wear dried flowers of the Indian mallow, formed 

VOL. III.-N" 17. X igto 
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into wreaths; and likewife another elegant orna-' 
ment, termed craie, which is fometimes faftened 
round the hair, in the manner of a garland, but 
is ufually put round the neck; though it is occa
fionally worn in both thefe ways at once, as may 
be feen in the annexed reprefentation of the wo
man of the Sandwich Hlands. It is a kind of 
ruff, about as thick as a finger, formed with great 
ingenuity, of very fmall feathers, woven together 
fo dnfe!y, that the furface may be faid to equal the 
rici"ldl: vdvd in fmoothnefs. The ground is, in 
general, red, with alternate circles of black, yel
low, and green. 

We have already defcribed their bracelets, of 
which they have a great variety. Some of the 
women of Atooi wear fmall figures of the turtle, 
made very neatly of ivory or wood, faftened on 
their fingers in the fame manner that rings are 
worn by us. There is likewife an ornament con
fi(ling of fueHs, tied in rows on a ground of ftrong 
net-work, fo as to ftrike againft each otber, while 
in motion; which both fexes, when they dan.ce~ 
faften either round the andes, or jufi l?elow the 
knee, or round the arm. They fometimes, in
fie ad of fuells, ufe for this purpofe, the teeth of 
dogs, and a hard red berry. 

Another ornament, if indeed it deferves that 
appellation, remains to be defcribed. It is a fort 
of m:dk, compofed of a large gourd. having holes 
cut in it f0:- the nofe and rye<;. The top of it i~ 

·ftuck 
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rtuck full of little green twigs; Wh,L;l a, - ar't 
J:. .&. ,. 

{orne dHhince, like a waving plume; and the 

lower part lias harrow ftripes of cloth hanging 
frarn. it, fomewhat tefembling a beard. Thefe' 
mafks we never raw worn lmt on two occafions , 
and both times by a number of perfons aifemblcd 
in a tanoe, who approached the fide of the ihip, 
laughing and making droll gei1:kulations. We 
could never learn wheth,er they were not alfo 
made ufe of as a defence for the head againft 
frones t or in fome of their public fports and 
games, or were. difguifed merely for the purpofes 
of mummery~ 

They dwell together in fmali towns or villages, 
which tontain from about one hundred to two 
hundred houfes, built pretty clofe to each other, 
without order or regularity, and have a winding 
path that leads through them~ They are fre
quently flanked, towards the fea-fide, with loc.e 

detach.~d walls, which are, in all probability, in
tended for :!helter, and defence. The form of 
their habitations we have before defcribed. Th oy 
are of various dimenfions, from forty-five feet by 
twenty-four, to eig~teen by twelve. Some are 
of a larger fize, being fifty feet in length, ard 
thirty in breadth, and entirely opeo at one end. 
Thefe, we were informed, were ddigned for the 

; .ccommodation of ftrangers or travellers, whofe 

fiay was likely to be :!hort. 
X 2 Their 
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Their furniture having been already mention_ 
ed, we have only to add, that, at one end of their 
holifes, are mats, on which they repofe, with 
wooden pillows, or' fleeping-fiools, perfectly re
fembling thofe of the Chinefe. Some of the beft 
houCes have a court-yard before them, railed in 
very neatly, with fmalJer habitations for fervants 
ereCted round it: in this area the family ufuaIJy 
eat and fit in the day-time. In the fides of the 
hills, and amongft the fleep rocks, we faw feveral 
holes or caves, which feemed to be inhabited; 
but, the entrance being defended by wicker-work, 
and, in the only one that we vifited, a fione fence 
being obferved running acrofs it within, we fup
pofed that they were chiefly intended as places of 
retreat, in eafe of an attack from enemies. 

The people of an inferior clafs feed principally 
on fifh, and vegetables, fuch as plantains, bread-
fruit, fWi:et-potatoes, fugar-canes, yams, and taro. 
To thefe, perklns of fuperior rank add the fleflt 
of dogs and hogs, dreffed after the fame method 
that is practifed at the Society I11es. They like
wife eat fowls of a domefiic kind, which, how
ever, are neither plentiful, nor in any great dcgret; 
of efiitnation. 

Though, on our firft arrival at thefe ifiands, 
yams and bread-fruit feemed fcarce, we did not ' 
find this to be the cafe on our fecond vifit: it is 
therefore"probable, that, as thefe vegetable articles 

·.\'W~ commonly planted in the interior parts of 

the 
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the country, the iflanders had not had fufficient 
time for bringing them down to us, duril}g our 
1hort continuance in Wymoa Bay, on our firf\: 
vifit. 

They faIr ,their fiih, an~ preferve them in gourd
fhells; not, indeed, with a view of providing 
againft an occafional fcarcity, but from the incli-

. nation they have for fa'ited provifions; for we al[o 
found, that the chiefs frequently had pieces of 
pork pickled in the fame manner, which they con
fide red as a great delicacy, Their cookery is 
much the fame as at the Friendly and Society Wands; 
and though fome of our people dilliked their ttl/a 

puddings, on account of their fournefs, others 
were of a different opinion. It is remarkable, 
that they had not acquired the art of preferving 
the bread.fruit, and making of it the four paftc 
named maibee, as is the praCl:ice at the Society 
IfJes; and it afforded us great fatisfadion, that we 
had it in our power to communicate to them this 
'ufeful fecret, in return for the generous and hofpit
able treatment we received from them. 

They are very cleanly at their mea!s; and their 
method of dreffing both their vegetable and 
animal food, was univerfally acknowledged to be 
fuperior to ours. The Erecs conftantly begin 

'their meals with a dofe of the extract of pepper-
root, or ava, prepan:d in the ufual mode. The 
Women eat apart from the other fex, and are pro

'hibited, as br::fore obferved, from feeding on pod:, 
X ~ turtle, 
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turtle, and fame particular fpecies of plantains! 
N otwithftanding this interdiCtiop, they would pri. 
vately eat pork with us; but we cou~d never pre
vail on theqt to taae the twO latter articles pf 
food. 

They generally rife with the fun; and, aftcr 
having enjoyed the cool of the evening, retire. to 
their repole a few hours after fun-fet. The f:reei 
are occupied in making canoes and mats; the 
crow/ows are chiefly employed in the plantations, 
and alfo in filhing; and the women are engaged 
in the manufaCtory of cloth. They amufe them· 
felves) in their leifure hours, with various diver· 
fions. Their young perfo!1s, of bpth fexes, ar~ 

fond of dancing; and, on more folemn occa
fions, they entertain th~mfelves with wreftling 
and boxing matc!.ts, performed after the manner. 
pf the natives of the Friendly H]ands; ~o whom, 
however, they are greatly inferior in all thefe 
fefpeCts. 

Their dances, which b!!ar a gre~ter refemblancc: 
to thofe of the K ew-Zealander~, than of the 
Friendly or Society Ifhnders, are introduced witll 
a folemn kind of (ong, in which the wh~ic numbc~ 
join, at the fame time flowly n~oving 'their ~egs, 
and gently ftriking their breafts; their attitudes 
and milnner being very eafy an,d graceful. . So f~; 
they refemble th~ dances of the Society J~es. 
After .this has continued for the fpace of about 
tell fPIllutes, they ~radualJr qu~c~e~ both the 

. . tune 
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tune and tI1e motions, and do not deli!l: till they 
are oppreffed with fatigue. This part of the per

-formance is the counter-part of that of the inha
bitants of New-Zealand; and, as among thofe 
people, the perf on v.hofe aCl:ion is, the mo!l: vio
lent, and who continues this exercife the longett, 
is applauded by th~ fpeCl:ators as the beft dancer. 
It mll!l: be remarked, that, in this dance, the 
females only engage; and chat the dances of the 
men refemble what we faw of the fmall parties at 
the Friendly HIes; and which may, perhaps, 
more properly be termed the accompaniment of 
fongs, with correfpondent motions of the whole 
body. Bqt, as we faw fome boxing exhibitions, 
of the fame kind with thofe we had feen at the 

. Friendly lUes, it is not improbable that t~ey had 

. likewife her~ their gr;md ceremonious dances, 
wherein numbers both of meq an~ w"men were 
performers. 

The mufic qf thefe people is of a rude kind; 
for the only mufical inftrumeQ.cs that we obferved 
among thern,'were drums of variou,s lizes. Their 
fangs, however, which they are raid to ling in. 
Pilrts·, and which they accompany with a gentle . 

• The circumf1:ance of their finging in parts, has been, 
doubted by feveral perfons of great Jkill in mufic. Captain 
Burney, however, and Captain Phillips of the marines, both 
of -whom have fome knowledge of mufic, are ilrong,y of opi
~ion, that they did fing in parts; that is, they fung together 

ip ~iffe~ent notes. 

X4 n)otion, 
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motion of their arms, like the inhabitants of the 
Friendly Hlands, have a w:ry pleafing effeCt. 

They are greatly addiCted to gambling. One 
of their games re!'embles our game of draughts; 
but, from the number of fq~ares, it feems to be 
much more intricate. The board is of the length 
of about two feet, and is divided into two hun-

. dred and thirty-eight fquares, fourteen in a row. 
In this game they Ul~e black and white pebbles, 
which they move from one fqua:e to another • 
.Another of their games conlifts in concealing a 
frone under fome cloth~ which is fpread out by 
one of the parties, and rumpled in' fuch a man
ner, that it is difficull to aiftingui/h where the 
frone lies. The antagonift then {hikes, with a 
flick, that part of the cloth where he [uppofes the 
frone to be j and the chances being, upon the 
whok, againft his hitting it, odds of all degrees, 
varying with the opimon of the dexterity of t~e 
parties, :::re laid on the occafiQn! Their manner 
of playing at bowls nearly refembles ours: the 
bowls have been before defcribed. 

They often entertain the01felves with races b~~ 
t"'een boys and (,,,rls, on which occafions they lay 
wagers with great fpirit. \Ve faw a man beating 
his breaft, and tearing his hair, in the violence of 
rage, for having loft three hatchets at one of 
lhele races, which he had purchlfed from us wit" 
Ilear half his property a very little time before. . 

Batl\ 
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Both fexes are [urprifingly expert in fwimming, 
which, among thefe people, is not only deemed 
a necdfary art, but is alfo a favourite divedion. 
One particular method, in which we fometimes 
Caw them amufe themfelves with this ~::s:ercife, in 
Karakakooa bay, deferves to be related. The 
furf, that breaks on the coail: round this bay, ex
~ends about one hundred and fifty yards from the 
fuore; and, within that fpace, the furges of the 
fea are dallied againft: the beach with extreme vio
lence. Whenever the impetuofity of the furf 
is augmented to its greaten height, they make 
choice of that time for this amuiemenr, which 
they perform in the following manner. About 
twenty or thirty of the i!landers take each a long 
narrow board, rounded at both ends, and fet out 
from the !hore in company with each other. They 
plunge under the firft: wave they meet, and, after 
they have fuff'ered it to roll over them, rife again 
beyond it, and fwim fmther. out into the fea. 
They encounter the fecond wave in the fame 
manner with the firft:. The principal difficulty 
c()nfift:s in feizing a favourable opportunity of 
diving under it; for if a perfon miffes the pro
per moment, he is caught by the furf, and forced 
back with great violence; and his utmoft: dex
terity is then required, to prevent his being dallied 
againfr the rock~ When, in conf(quence of 

thefe repeated efforts, they have gained the [mooth 
water beyond the furf, they recline themle!ves at 

- lengtl\ 
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length upon their board, and prepare for their 
return to fhore. As the fmf is compofed of a 
number of waves, of \'\hich every third is ob
ftrved to be conliderably larger than the reft, and 
to flow higher upon the fhore, while the others 
bre<lk in the intermediate fpace; their firfl: object 
is to p!J~e themfdves on the top of the largeft 
furge, which drives them along with aftonifiling 
rapidity towards the land. If they fhould place 
themfelves, by mifl:ake, on one of the fmaller 
'"a,ves, which breaks btfore they gain the fuore, 
or ihould find themfelves unable to keep theiT 
board in a pfOper direction on the upper part of 
the fwell, they remain expofeq to the fury of the 
;-:C~'; to avoid which, they are under the necer. 
liry of diving again, and regaining the place 
VI hence they fet out. Thqfe perfons who fue;. 
ceed in their objeCt of reaching the fuore, are 
!till in a very hazardous fitu;ltion t As the coaft 
is defended by a chain of rocks, with 'a fnlall 
opening between them in feveral places, they are 
obliged to f1:eer their plank through one of thefe 
openings; or, in cafe of ill fuccers iQ that re
fprct, to quit it before they reach the ~ocks~ aoe\, 
diving under the wave, make ~hei~ way back 
again as well as they are able. This is conli
l,Lfed as highly difgraceful, and is ~me~ded wir~, 
the lofs of the pla~k, which we have feen dallied 

to pieces, at the very inftant the native q\(itt~ 
it. '1;he amazing courage anq, a~9refsl with 

~b~~" 
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Which they perform thefe dangerous manceuvres, 
~re almoft incredible. 
, The following accident {hews at how early a 

period they are fo far accuftomed to t!e water, as 
to lofe all apprehenfions of it, and ie" its perils 
at defiance. A canoe, in which was;;, woman 
with her children, happening to be overft:r, one 
pf the children, an i;;b.nt of abom four years l/: 
age~ appeared to be greatly delighted with what 
had happened, fwimming about at its eafe, and 
playing a number of tricks, till the canoe ,vas 

prought to its former pofition. 
Among the amufements of the children, we 

pbferved one that was frequently played a" an~ 

which £hewed a confiderable ihare of dexterity. 
They take a iliort flick, through one extremity 
9f which runs a peg iharpened at both ends, tX

~ending about an inch on each fide; then throw
~ng up a ball formed of green leaves moulded to~ 

~ether, and faftened with twine, they catch it on 
one of the points of the peg; imml:diately after 
which, they throw it up again from the peg, 
then turn the flick round, and catch tbe ball on 
~he other point of the peg. Thus, for fome 
~ime, they continue catching it on each point of 

-the peg alternately, without milling it. They are 
~qual1y expert at another diverfion of a fimilar 
nature, throwing up in the air, and catching, in 
fheir turns, many of thefe balls; and we have 
~f~en [een little children thus keep five b;}!ls" in 

r.-;~Jt;()n 
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motion at once. This latter game is al[o prac
tifed by the young people at the Friendly HIes. 

The figure and dimenfions of the canoes feen 
by us at Atooi, have been already defcribed· 
Thofe of the other Sandwich Wands were made 
fx;)d:ly in the fame manner; and the largeil we 
faw was a double canoe that belonged to Terreeo
boo, meafuring feventy feet in length, twelve in 
hreadth, and between three and four in depth; and 
each was hollowed out of one tree. 

Their method of agriculture, as well as naviga_ 
tion, refembles that of the other iflands of the 
Pacific. They have made confiderable proficiency 
in fculpturC', and their frill in painting or ilaining 
cloth, and in the manufatl:ure of mats, is very 
great. The moil curious fpecimens of their fculp
ture, that we had an opportunity ·of obferving, 
were the wooden bowls, in which the Erees drink 
G'i}<1. Thefe are, in general, eight or ten inches 
in diameter, perfectly round, and extremely well 
polifhed. They are fupported by three or fOllr 
fmall human figures, reprefented in different 
attitudes. Some of them reil on the fhould
ers of their fupporters, others on the hauds ex
tended over the head; and fome on the head and 
h:::1(]5. The figures are very neatly finifhed, and 
accurately proportioned; and even the anatomy Of 
the l11u!des is well expreffed. 

They manuf"d:ure their cloth in the fame man
ner, and of the fame matc:rials~ ali at the Soci~ty 

anI,! 
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and Friendly liles. Tha.t which they intend to 
paint, is of a {hong and thick texture, feveral 
folds being beaten and incorporated together; 
aft~·r which they cut it in breadths, two or three 

feet wide, and then paint it in a great variety of 
patterns, with fuch regularity and comprehenfive~ 
nefs of defign, as ihew an extraordinary portion 
of tafre and fancy. The exacrnefs with which 
even the moLl: intricate patterns are continued, 
is really afronifhing, as they have no fiamps, and 
as the whole is performed by the eye, with a 
piece of bamboo cane dipped in paint; the hand 

-being fupported by another piece of the fame 
fort of cane. They extraCt their colours from 
the fame berries, and other vegetable articles, 
which are made ufe of at Otaheite for this pur
pafe. 

The operation of fiaining or painting their 
cloth, is confined to the females, and is deno
minated kipparee. It is remarkable, that they 
aIways called our writing by this name. The 
young women would frequently take the pen 
from our hands, and !hew us, that they were as 
well acquainted with the ufe of it as we: cerLins 
were; telling us, at the fame time, that our pens 
were inferior to theirs. They cor.fidered a rna
nufcript {heet of paper, as a piece of cloth firi
ped after the mode of our country; and it was 
wi~h the greateft difficulty that we could make 

. . ~m 
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them underftand, that out figures contained a 
meaning in them which th,eirs were deftitpte of. 

They make their mats of the leaves of the pan;. 
danus; and thefe, as well as their cloths, are 
beautifully worked in various patterns, and ftain
ed with divers colours. Some of them have a 
groun'd of a ftraw colour, embelliihed with green 
fpots; others are of a pale green, fpotted with 
[quares, or rhomboids, of red; and fome are 
ornamented with elegant ftripes, either in ftraight 
or waving lines of brown and red. In this branch 
of manufatture, whether we regard the finenefs; 
beauty, or ftrength, thefe iflanders may be faid 
to excel the whole world. 

Their fiihing-hooks are of various fi~es and 
'figures; but thofe which are principally made ufe 
of, <are about two or three inches in length, and are 
formed ill the ihape of a fmall fiih, fe{"\ring as a 
bait, with a bunch of feathers faftened to the 
head or tail. They make their hooks of bone , 
mother.of.pearl, or wood, pointed and barbed 
with little bones or tortGife·iliell. Thofe with 
which they fiih for fuarks, are very large, being, 
in general, of the length of fix: or eight inches. 
Confidering the materials of which thefe hoob 
are compofed, their neatnefs and ftrength are 
amazing; and, indeed, upon trial, we found 
them fuperior to our own. 

Of the bark of the 10111a, or cloth-tree, neatly 
twiil:ed, they form the line which they ufe fat 

iHhing~ 
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fiihing, for making nets, and for fom(" (" ':l pur
purpofes. It is of different degrees of finenefs, and 
may be continued to any It ngth. They have 
alfo a finer fort, which they make of the bark of 
a fhrub, named areemah; and the finei! is com
pofed of humall hair: this laft, however, is chieflY' 
made ufe of for matters of ornament. J 

, They likewife make cordage of a fironger kind, 
from cocoa-nut fibres, for the rigging of their ca
noes. Some of this, which was purchafed by t:s 

for our own ufe, was found to be well calculated 
fitr the fmaller kinds of running rigging. They aifo 
manufaCture another fort of cordage, which is flat, ~::ci. 

ettremely f1:ro~g, and is principally ufed for t~,,~ 

purpofe of lafhing the roofs of their hOllfes. 
This laft is not twifled after the manner of the 

former forts, but is formed of the fibrous firings 
of the coat of the cocoa-nut, plaited with the 
fingers, in the fame mode which is practifed by 
our feamen in making their points for the reefing of 
fails. 

They apply their gourds to various domcftic 
purpofes. Thefe grow to {uch an enormous mag
nitude, that fome of them will contain from 
ten to a dozen gallons. In order to adapt them 
the better to their refpective ufes, they take care 

to give them different iliapes, by failening ban
dages round them during their growth. Thus, 
fome of them are in the form of a difh, [erving 
to hold their puddings, vegetables, falted pro-

vifions, 
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vifions, faIt, &c. pthers are of a long cylid. 
drical form, and ferve to cOlltaiR their .fiihing-· 
tackle, which two fans are furnilhed with neat 
dofe covers, made alfo of the gourd. Others 
are in the fuape of a long-necked bottle; and, 
in thefe, water is kept. They frequently fcore 
them with a heated inflrument, fa as to commu
nicate to them the appearance of being painted, 
in a great variety of elegant defigns. 

Their pans, in which they make faIt, are made 
of earth, lined with clay; and are, in general, 
fix or eight feet fquare, and about two-thirds of 
a foot in depth. They are elevated on a bank' 
of nones near the high-water mar1{J whence the 
fait water is conducted to the bottom of them, 
ill trenches out of which they are filled; and, 
in a 1hort time, the fun performs the procefs of 
evaporation. The faIt we meet with at Oneeheow 
and Atopi, during our firft vifir, was brownifu 
and rather dirty; but that which we afterwards 
procured in Karakakooa bay, was white, and of 
an excellent quality; and we obtained an ample 
[upply of it, infomuch that, befides the quantity 
ufed by us in falting pork, we filled all our 
empty calks with it. 

The warlike weapons of thefe people are dag. 
gers, which they call by the name pahooa; fpears, 
flings, and clubs. The pahooa is made of a black 
heavy wood, that refembles ebony. It is co~ 
manly from one to two feet in length; and has 

a firing 
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a thing paffing through the handle, by which it 
is fufpended to the arm. The Llade is fomewhat 
rounded iri the middle; the fides are iharp, and 
terminate in a point. This inftruments is intended 

for clofe engagerrients; and, in the hands of the 
datives, is a very defrruCl:ive one. 

Their [pears are of two kinds, and are formed of 
a hard wood, which, in its appearance, is Iiot un
like mahogany. One fort is from fix to eight feet in 
length, well poliIhed, and incteafing gradl}alIy in 
tlHckners from the extremity till within the difiance 
of fix or feven inches from the point; which tapers 
fuddenly, and has five or fix rows of barbs. It is 
probable; that thefe are ufed in the way of javelins. 
The other fort, with which the warriors we faw at 
Atooi and Owyhee were chiefly armed; are from 
twelve to fifteen feet 1n length; and, infiead of be
hlg barbed, terminate towards the point in the man· 

her of their daggers. . 
Their flings are the fame with our common 

lIings, except in this refpett, that the fione is 
Jbdged on matting infiead of leather. Their clubs 
are formed indiffererltly of fevetal kinds of wood: 
they are of various fizes and ihapes, and of rllde 

workmanfhi p. 
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C HAP VIII. 

Continuation of tlte Accou'f:It of the Sandwich Ijland! 
-Divi/ioll of the People into three claJ!es-Superior 
Power of the Eree-taboo-Gel'lealogical Account oj 
the Kings of o~( byee and Mowhee-Authority of the 
Erces-'1yrtll2izy of Pareen, exercifid on an inferior 
Chief-Punifhment of OjJences-Acccunt if their 
Religi()IZ-Society of Pridfs-rhe Orono-Idols
Eatooas of deceaJed Chiefs-Religious Ceremonies, 
Chantings~ &c. previous to the drillking of Ava
Htl11zan Sacrifices very frequent among lbem-Reli~ 
gious Cuflom of knocking out the Fore-'l'eelh-'l'heir 
Ideas of a future State-Particular Explant/lion of 
the Word'Iaboo-Marriages-Remarkable Inflance 
of Jealoufy-Funeral Cer{/Jlanies at the Death of 
lin cld Chief, & c. 

I N the Sandwich Iilands, toe inhabitants are 
divided into three clafi"es. The Erees, or chiefs 

of each di'l.hict, are the firO:; and one of thefe is 
fuperior to the reil:, who is called, at Owhyhee, 
Eree-labM, and Eree Moee; the firO: name ex
preffing his authority, and the latter figni£ying 
that, in his prefcnce, all muO: proftrate thcm
fdves. Thofe of the ftcond clafs app~ar to enjor 
a right of property, but have no authority .. 
Tho[e who compofe the third cIafs, are called 

towtows, 
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tow/ows, or favants, and have not either rank or 
property. 

The fuperior power and diilinC1:ion of Terreeo
boo, the Eree-taboo of Ow hyhee, was fufficiently 
evident from his reception at Karakakooa, on his 
lirft arrival. The inhabitants all proftrated them
felves at the entrance of their houfes; and the 
ranoes were tabooed, till he difeharged the inter
diCt. He was then juil: returned from Mowee, 
an ifland he was contending for, In behalf of 
his fan Teewarro, whofe wife was the only child 
of the king of that place, againil: Taheeterree, his 
furviving brother. In this expedition, he was 
attended by many of his warriors; but we could 
never learn whether they ferved him as volun
teers, or whether they held their rank and property 
by that tenure. 

That the fubordinate chiefs are tributary to 

him, is evidently proved in the inil:;lOce of Kaoo, 
which has been already related. It has alfo been 
obferved, that the two moil: powerful chiefs of 
the Sandwich IOands, are Terreeoboo, and Per
reeoranne; the former being chief of Owhyhee, 
and the latter of Woahoo'; all the fmaller iiles 
being governed by one of thefe fovereigns; 

Mowee was at this time, claimed by Terreeo
boo, for his [on -and intended fucceffor; Atooi 
and Oneeheow being in the polfdfion of the 
grandfons _of Perreeorannee. 

Y2. \Vithout 
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Without entering into the genealogy of the kingIJ 
of Owyhee and Mowee~ it may be necdfary ta 
mention, that, when we were fidl: off Mowee, Ter
feeoboo 2nd his warriors were there to fupport the 
claims made by his wife, his fon, and his daughter. 
In-law; and a battle had then been fought with 
the opponte party, in \vhich Terreeoboo had been 
victorions. Matters, however, were afterwards 

compromifed; Taheeterree was to have poffeflion 
of the three neighbouring jflands. during his life; 
Teewarro to be acknowledged the Chief of Mowee, 
and to fucceed to Owhyh~e, on the death of Ter
ree0boo; togethe't with the three iflands contigu
ous to Mowec; after the deceafe of Taheeterree. 
If Teewarro, who has lately I married his half 
:filler, 1hould die, and leave no ifl"ue behind him,. 
thofe iflands defcel'ld to Maiha--maih.a, whom we 
have frequently mentioned,. he being the fon of 
'Terreeohoo"s deceafed brother: and fuould he die 
without iffue,. it is doubtful who would be the 
fucceffor, for Terreeoboo's two youngeft fons, 
being born of a mother who had no rank, would 
be debarred all right 0f fucceffion. We did not fee 
~een Rora.rora, whom Teerreeob00 had left at 

Mowee; but we had an opportunity of feeing 
Kanee Kabera-ia, the mother of the two youths of 
whom he was fo extremely fond. 

From what has bern already mentioned, it 
:lppcars pretty clearly rh'at their government is 

h~Feditary; 
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hereditary; whence it a ppears probable, that the 
inferior titles as well as property, defcenq in the 
fame courfe. Refpe~iClg Perreorannee, we only 
difcovered that he is an Eree-taboo; that he was, 
on fome pretence, invading the poBellion of Ta
heeterree, and that the iflands to leeward wer~ 
~overned by his grandfons. 

The Erees appear to have unlimitted power over 
the inferior c1affes of people; many inftances of 
which occurred daily whila we continued among 
them. On the other hand, the peopl!! are implicit
lyobedient. It is remarkable, however, that we 
never faw the chiefs exercife any aCts of cruelty ~ 
injuftice, or infolence towards them; though they 
put in pra~ice their power over each other, in l\ 

moft tyrannical degree: whi<;h is fully proved by 
~he two following inftances. 

pne of the lower dt'der of (:hiefs, 1Javing fhewn 
great civility to the mafter of the fhip,' on his 
~xamination of KarakakoQa Bay; M.r. lGng, fame 
time afterwards, took him on board the Refolu
tion, and introduced him to Captain Cook, whQ 
engaged him to dine with us. While w~ remain
ed at table, Phreea entered, whoLe countenance 
manifefted the higheft indignatiQn at feeing Ol1( 

gueft fo honourably entertained. He feized him 
by the hair of the head, ang would have dragged 
him out of the cabbinJ if the Captain had not 
interfered. After much altercation, we could 
Qp,tain no Qther indulgence (without quanellillg 

Y J 'With 
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with Pareea) than that our guea: fhould be per
mitted to remain in the c~bin, on condition that 

he feated himfc::lf on the floor, while Pareea occu
pied his plaee at the table. An inftance fome
what (imilar, happt;:ned when Terreeocoo came 
firO: on board (he Rc:folution; when Maiha-maiha, 
who attended him, feeing Pareea upon deck~ 

turned him moa: ignominioufly out of the fuip; 
even though we knew Pareea to be a man of the 
firft confeq uenee. 

\Vhether the lower clafs have their property 
f(:cured~ from the rapacity of the great chiefs, we 
cannot certainly fay, but it :lppears to be well 
proteCted againft theft and depredation. All their 
plantations, their houfes, their hogs, and their 
cloth, are left unguarded, without fear or appre
henfion. In the plain country, they feparate their 
pofi"efIions by walls; and, in the woods where 
horfe-plantains grow, they ufe white flags to' 
difcriminate property, in the fame manner as they 
do bunches of leaves at Otaheite. Thefe cir
cumftanees ftrongly indicate, that, where pro
perty is concerned, the power of the chiefs is not 
~rbitrary; but fa far limited, as to afford encou
ragement to the inferior orders to cultivate the 
foil, which tbey occupy diH:inEt from each other. 

~he in_f~rmat_ion w: could obtain, refpecting 
theIr a~mmlfiratlon OfJllfiice, is exceedingly im
perfe~t. If a quarrel arole among the lower. 
daIS of people,. the t:natte~ Was referred to the 

d~cifioll, 
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uecifion of fome chief. If an inferior chief had 
offended one of fuperior rank, his punilhment 
was diaated by the feelings of the fuperior at 
.t.hat . moment. If he fbould fortunately efcape 
the firf!: tranfports of his rage, he, perhaps, found 
means, through the mediation of others, to com
pound for his offence, by all, or a part of his 

effdts. 
Their religi~n refembles that of the Societ}' 

and Friendly IIlands. In common with each 
other, they have all their 1I1orais, their Whattas 
their facred fongs, and their facrifices. Thefe 
are convincing proofs that their religious opinions 
are derived from the fame fource. The ceremo
nies here are, indeed, longer, and more numerous 
than in the iilands above-mentioned. And though, 
in all thefe places, the care and pe1iormance of 
their religiotis rights, is committed to a partic\llar 
c1afs of people; yet we had never found a regular 
fociety of priells, till we arriveq at Kakooa, in 
Karakakooa Bay. OronfJ was the title given to the 
principal of this order; a title which feemed to 
imply fomething hi~hly facred, and which almof!: 
r~ceived ador;uion in the perfon of Omeeah. The 
privilege of holding the principal offices in this 
order, is doubtlefs limited to' certain families. 
Omeeah, the Orono, was Kaoo's fon, and Kairee
keea's nephew. Kaireel-:eea prefided in all reli
gious ceremonies at the mfJrai, in the abfence of 
bis ~r~ndfather. It was obferved, likewife, that 

. Y4 ~ 
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the fon of Omeeah, an infr::- (;~J.D0ut the age' 
of fi~e yt'~re \'2! ;,lw r a .. lua of attendants~ 
~nuld'_;' ,oLLer marks of att~nti()~ and eftee~ 
were {hewn him, as we never obferve<;i in any 
fimilar inftance.' Hence we concluded., tha~ his 
life was an objeCt of much confeCluence. an,d that 
he would eventually f~cceed to the high d,ignity 
of :. s father • 

. Th ',irk of Orono, we have already obferved, 
",as bellowed upon Captain Cook; and it is very" 
certain that tl-,ey conlidered us as 'a race of beiJ;lgs, 

fllperior to themfdves; frcqu~tly repeating, that 
great Eatooa lived in our country. The favourite 
lIttle. idol (which has been already defcribed) 0" 
the 1JIorai, in Karakakooa bay, is cal,led KQonoo-. 
raekazee, and is faid to be Terreeoboo's god, who; 
alfo refided amol;lgft us. 

Infinite variety of thefe images were to be feen" 
1,)oth on the morais, an,d about their h9ufes, 00, 

which tl-]ey beftow differen~ names,; bl,lt they cer., 
tainly were held in very Jittl~ eftimation, (rom, 
their contemptuous expreI:iion,s of ~hem, an,d fro~ 
their e:xpofing the~ to {ale for, t~ifles ~ tho~gh. 
they generally, had one l.'artiC\llar figure i1.l high 
favour, to Which, whilft it ~ontil,l,ued a fa~ouri,e, 
all their adoration was addreffed,' Th~y arrayec( 
it in red cloth, beat ~heir drums, and 'fang hymns 
lJefore it; placed bl,1nches of red feath~rs, and 
difrerent vegeta~les at ~ts f~~t? and frequently 

, ~~~~feq 
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~xpofed a pig, or a dog, to rot on the fJl'baltl1, 
pear which it was placed. 

A party of us were conducted to a large houfe,' 
In a b.q to the fouthward of Karakakooa, in 
which we beheld the blac!-. figure of a man, reft~ 
~ng on hIS toes and fingers, and his head was 
inclined backward i the limbs were well pr09 
portioned, and the whole was beautifully polifhed. 
This figure was called Mace; round which thir
teen others were placed, with fbapes rude and 
difl:orted. Thefe, we were tolel, were the Eatooas 
of deceafed ~hiefs, whofe names they repeated. 
Plenty of Whattas Were feen within the place, 
with the remains of offerings on many of them. 
They a1fo admit into their houfes, many Illdicrous 
~nd obfcene id9ls, not unlike the Priapus of the 
~ncients. 

Former voyagers have remarked, that the So
dety and Friendly ifianders, pay 2doration to. • particular birds; and it feems to be a cullom that 
is prevalent in thefe iflands. Ravens are perhap$ 
the objects of it here; for Mr. King law two of 
thefe birds perfeCtly tame, at the village of 
~akooa, and was told they were Eatooas: he 
offered feveral articles for them, which were all 
J;'efufed; and he was part6cularly cautioned not to' 

hurt or offend them. 
The prayers and offerings, made by the pridh 

before their meals, may be c1aifed among their 
{yligious ceremoni,es., As they always drink ava, 

, befor~ 
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bt:fore they begin their repaft, whilil that ii 
chewing, the fuperior in rank begins a fort of 
hymn, in which he is foon after joined by one or 
more of the company; the bodies of the others 
are put in motion, and their hands are gently 
c1appt:d together in concert with the fingers. 
The a'l'a being ready, cups of it are prefented to 
thofe who do not join in the hymn, which are 
held in their hands till it is concluded; when, 
with united voice, they make a loud refponfe; 
and drink their ava. The' performers are then 
raved with fome of it, which they drink, after 
the fame ceremony has been repeated. - And, if 
any perf on of a very fuperior rank fuould be pre
fem, a cup is prefented to him laft of all. After 
chanting for a fhort time, and hearing a refponfive 
chant from the others, he pours a fmall quantity 
on the ground, and drinks the reft. A piece of 
the flefb, which has been dreifed, is then cut off, 
and, together with fome of the vegetables, is 
placed at the foot of the figure of the Eatooa ; 
and, after another hymn has been chanted, they 
begin their meal. A cerem@ny, in many re
fpects rtfembling this, is alfo performed by the 
chiefs, when they drink ava between their regu .. 
Jar meals. 

According to the accounts given by the na
tives, hllman facrifices are mOTe common here, 
than in any of the iOands we have vifited. They 
have recourfe to thefe horrid rites on the com-

meClcement 
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men cement of a war, and previous to every great 
battle, or other fignal enterprize. The death of 
a chief demands a facrifice of one or more tow
'on's, according to the rank he bears; and we 
were informed that no lefs than ten were doomed 
to fuffer, on the death of Terreeoboo. This 
practice, however, is the lefs horrible, as the un
happy viCtims are totally unacquainted with their 
fate. Thofe who are defiined to fall, are attack
ed with large clubs, wherever they may happen 
to be; and after they are dead, are conveyed to 
the place where the fubfeq uent rites are to be per
formed. This brings to our remembrance the 
ikulls of thofe who had been facrificed on the 
deceafe of fome principal chief, and were fixed 
to the mora; at Kakooa. At the village of Kow
rpwa, we received further information upon this 
fubjeCt, where we were fhew~ a, fmall piece of 
ground, withip a fione-fence, which we were 
told was an Beree-eere, or burying-place of a chief. 
The perfo!! who gave us this information, point
~ng to one of the corners, added ,-and there lie 
the tangata and 'U aheene-taboo, or the man and 
woman who became facrifices at his funeral. 

The knocl~ing out their fore-tteth may be~ 

with propriety, 'cJaJfed among their religious 
cuftoms. Moll: of the common people, and 
many of the chiefs, had loll: one or more of them; 
and this we unclerfiood was confidered a.s a pro .. 
ritiatory facrifice to the Eatooal to averr his 

anget 
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anger; and not li~e the cutting off a part of tht: 
finger at the Friendly Wands, to exprefs ~he violence 
of their grief at the deceafe of a friend. 

Of their opinions, with refpect to a future fiate2 

we had very defeCtive information. On enquiring 
of them, whither the dead were gone? We were 
told that the breath, which they feemed to confider· 
as the immortal part, was fled to the Eatooa. They 
feemed alfo to give a defcription of fome place, 
which they fuppofe to be the abode of the dead ~ 
but we could not learn that they had any idel!- of 
rewards or punifhments. 

An explanation of the word taboo, may not2 

in this place, be improperly introduced. On afk. 
ing the r~afon of the intercourfe being interdicted, 
between llS and the i1landers, the day preceding 
Terreeoboo's arrival, we were informed, that the 
bay was tabooed. The fame interdiCtion too~ 
place, by our defirel when w~ interred the remains 
of Captain Cook. The mofi implicit obe~ience, 

in thefe two inftances, was rendered by the 
natives; but whether on religious principles, or 
in deference to ciVil authOIity) we cannot pretenc\ 
to determiQe. 

The ground on which our obfervatories wer~ 
fixed, and the place where our mafts were depOe 
fited, were tabooed, and the operatipn was equally 
~fficacious. Thi!t confecration was performed only 
by the priefts; and yet, at our requdl, the 

~e~ ventll.leg Qn the ffot w~i~h was tabooed ~ 

wh~nc(( 
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whence it 1hould feem they entertained no reli. 
gious apprehenfiolls, their obedience being limit .. 
ed merely to our refufal. No inducements could 
bring the women near us; on account, it is prea 
fumed, of the morai adjoining; which they are, 
at all times, prohibited from approaching; nQt 

" only here, but in all the i11ands of thefe feas. 
Women, it has been obferved, are always ta4 

booed, or forbidden to eat certain articles of food. 
'Ve have [eell many of them, at their meals, 
have their meat put into their mouths by others» 
.and, on our requefting to know the rear on of it, 
we were informed, that they were tabooed, and 
not permitted to feed themfelves. This prohi .. 
bit ion was always the confequence of affifting at 
any funeral, touching a dead body, and many 
other occafions. The word taboo is indifferently 
applied, either to perfons or things; as, the na
tives are tabooed, the bay is tabooed, &c. This 
word is alfo expreffive of any thing facred, ce. 
voted or eminent. The king of Owliyhee \\"a~' 

called Eree·taboo, and a human victim, langa/a 
labJo: and, among the Friendly Wanders, Tonga, 
where the king refides, is called Tongataboo. 

Yery little call be faid refpecting their mar'; 
riages, except that fuch a compact Ceems to exift 
among them. It has already been mentioned7 

that, when Terreeoboo had left hjs queen Rora
rora" at Mowee, another woman cohabited with 
him, by whom he had children, and feemed par-

ticularly 
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ticularly attached to her ~ but, whether poly~ 
gamy is allowed, or whether it is mixed with 
concubinage, either among the principal or in

ferior orders, we faw too little of; to warrant any 
conclufions. From what we faw of the domeftic 
concerns of the lower elafs of people, one man 
and one woman feemed to have the direction of 
the houfe, and the children were fubordlilate to 
them, as in civilized countries. 

The following is the only inftance of any thing 
like jeaioufy, which we have feen among them ; 
and which :Chews, that among married women 
of rank, not only fidelity, but even a degree of 

referve is required. 
At one of their boxing matches, Omeah rofe 

two or three times from his place, and approach
ed his wife with thong marks of difpleafure, 
commanding her, as we fuppofed, to withdraw. 
Whether he thought her beauty engaged too 
much of our attention, or whatever might be his 
motives, there certainly e'Xifi:ed no real caufe of 
jealoufy. She, however, continued in her place, 
and, at the conclufion of the entertainment, join
ed our party; and even folicited fame trifling 
prefents. She was informed that we had not any 
about us; but that, if :Che would accompany us 
to the tent, :Che :Chould be welcome to make a 
choice of what:Che liked. She was accordirgly, 
proceeding with us; which being obferved by 
Omeah, he followed in a great rage, feizcd her 

by 
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by the heir, and, with his fifis, began to inflia: 
fevere corporal punifhment. Having been the 
innocent caufe of this extraordinary treatment, 
we were exceedingly concerned at it; though we 
unde.rfiood it would be highly improper for us to 
interfere, between hufband and wife of fuch fu
peri or rank. The natives, however, at length, 
interpofed; and, the next day, we had the fatif
faCtion of meeting them together, perfectly fa
tisfied with each other; and, what was extremely 

. fingular, the lady would nor permit us to rally the 
hufband on his behaviour; which we had' an in-
clination to do; plainly telling us, that he had 
acted very properly. 

At Karakakooa Bay, we had twice an oppor
tunity of feeing a part of their funeral rites.; 
Hearing of the death of an old <fief, not far 
from our obCervatories, fame of us repaired to 
the place, where we beheld a number of people 
affembled. They were ieated round an area, 
fronting the houfe where the deceafed lay; and 
a man, having on a red feathered cap, came fO 

the door, confiantly putting out his head, and 
making a mofi lamentable howl, accompanied 
with horrid grimaces, and violent difiortions of 
the face. A large mat was afterwards [pread upon 
the area, and thirteen women and two men, wh\1 
came out of the houfe, fat down upon it in three 
equal rows; three of the women, and the two 
men, being in front. The women had feathered 

ruffs 
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lamentations. Mr. King was willing to have em
braced this opportunity uf knowing in what manner 
the body would be difpofed of; and therefore, af
ter being convinced that it was not removed when 
he went to bed, he ordered the fen tries to walk be
fore the haufe, and if there were any appearances 
of removing the body, to acquaint him with ie. 
The fentries, however, were rernifs in the per
formance of their duty, for, before the morning, 
the body was taken away. On' afking how it had 
been difpofed of, they pointed towards the fea, per
haps thereby indicatiflg, that it had been depofited: 
in the deep. or that it had been conveyed to fame
burying-ground beyond the bay. The place of 
interment for the chiefs, is the morai, or lieree crees, 
and thofe who are facrificed on the occafion, are
buried by the fide of them. The morai in which the 
chief Was interred, who~ after making a fpirited' 
refifiance, was killed in the cave, has a hanging ot 
red cloth round it. 

A VOY-
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TRANSACTIONS IN A SECOND EXPEDITION TO 

THE NORTH, BY THE WAY OF KAMTSCHAT

KA, AND IN RETURNING HOME, BY THE WAY 

OF CANTON, AND THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 

C HAP. I. 

!?0it Oneeheow-UnfucceJiful Attempt to difcover Mo
doopapapa-Sleer for AwatJka Boy-See vajt 
!1<.,uanlities of Oceanic Birds-Prepare fOI" a co:d 
CLimate-Seamen require dire8ing like Children
Sudden Change of Climate-'1he leaking of the ReJo
lution occafionsgreat Dijlrefs-&e the CO{Jjl of Kamt
Jchatka-Continued Showers of Sleet, and great 
Severity of Weather-Lofe Sight of the Di/ioVery
crhe Refolution enters ./lwatjka Bay-fYith fame 
Difficulty dijcover the <fawn of St. Peter and St. 
Paul-Party fent afhore-Awided by Inhabitants 
on a Sledge-'lheir Reception by the Command,r of 
the Port-Vifpatches to the Commander at Rolche
retjk- Arrival of the Difcovery in the Bay-Re
turn of the Meffinger-Cur i0Uj Mode of 'fravellillg 
-Ji'zjit from a RuiJian Merchant, and a German 
Servant. 

W E weighed anchor on the 15th of March, 
at feven o'clock in the morning, and 

frood to the fouth-weft, in expeCtation of falling 
Z 2 10 
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in with the ifhnd of Modoopapnppa; the natives 
haVIng ;Jff"rt"u m that it Jay in .hat direction, 
wHnin five hours fail of Tahoora. About four 
in the afternoon, a Jar,-!c canoe overtook us, in 
which were ten perfom, who were inhabitants of 
Oneeheo N, and were proceeding to Tahoora to 
catch birds; particularly tropic and man-of-war 

bilds, which are faid to be very numerous in that 
place. It has already been obferved, that the 
feathers of thefe bi-rds are held in great efteem~ 
being principally uftd in the ornamental parts of 

their drefs. 
Not having ktn the i!hnd at eight in the even

ing, we hauled to the northward till midnight, 

when we tacked and ftood to the fouth~eaft till 

day-break the next morning; when Tahoora 
bore eaft-north-ea1l:, di1l:ant about five or fix 
leagues. We then. fteered weCl:-fouth-wd1:, mak
ing a fignal for the Difcovery to [pread four miles 

-lipan our ftarboard beam. \Ve ftood on till five, 
and then made a fignal for the Difcovery to come 
under. our ftern, having given over all hopes of 
feeing Modoopapappa. We fuppofed it might 
lie more foutherly from Tahoora, than the direc
tion which we had taken; though it is very 
pamble that we might have pafTed it in the night, 
it having been defcribed to us as a very fmall 
ifland, and alma1l: even with the fea. 

On the 17th, we 1l:eered weft,. Captain Clerke 
meaning to keep nearly in the fame parallel of 

lati-
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htitude, till we made the longitude of Awatfka 

Bay; and then to freer north for the ;urbour of 
St. Peter and St. Paul, which was alfo fixed on 

as our rendezvous, if we 1hould happen to relJ~
rate. This -'track was charm, bt'caufe we fup. 

pofed it to be yet unexplored, and we might pro
bably meet with fame new it1ar.ds 10 Ollr p,t/T.lge. 

From the time of our lofing fight of 'r ahoura, 
till the afternoon of the 18th, we r- ad hard;y feen 

a bird; we then raw feveral boobie, and man
of-war birds, which induced us to louk alit ;;1,rp
Iy for land. The wind lem:ned towards the nc n

ing; and the heavy lweI!, which made the 111ips 
labour exceedingly on the 16th <Inc! 17th, was 
confiderably abated. No land apre:n:d [~e nexc 

day; and at noon we ftc'ed wefr byf,,:I>, In 

expeCtation at linding the ,rJue Winds (whIch ge_ 
nerally blew from the e,;'L by north) t;'d11tr ;\> we 

advanced. It is remarkable, that, though no 
birds appeared in the forenoon. we had a multi
tude of boobies and man-of-war birds .lb0.~' liS 

in the evening; whence V\,~ ru;;p'JLc: ifl,lt we 

had paffed the land, Dur far dlLI~lt frorn ,.here 
the former flights appeared, and 1I11ere ,-pp" ach

ing fome other ilhnd. 
We had fine weather and a moderate wmd, till 

the 23 j, when it mcr<:'~rt'd to a it.ong gak, and 
COntinlled about lwelve hours. Afterwards it 

became more modtrate, anJ. re:r.ained [0 till 

Z 3 noon 
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noon on the 25th; at which time Vie had only ~ 

very light air. 
In the morning of the 26th, we imagined we 

faw land to the weft-fouth-weft; but we difeo
vered our millake, after failing fixttcen leagues 
in that direCtion; and, night approaching, we 
again fteered weil. \Ve purfued this courfe, with., 
out much aJcelation in the wind, till the 29th, 
when it fhifted about, and was in the weft for a 
few hours in ~he night; the weather being cloudy, 
accompanied with a great deal of rain. For fome 
days paft, we had met with feveral turtles, one of 
which was fo remarkably fmall, as not to exceed 
three inches in length. We were again .vifiteQ 
by man-of-war birds, and an uncommon kind of 
boobies. They were entirely white; except a 
black fpot at the tip of each wing, and had a 
{hong rdemblancc of gannets, at firft fight. 

The continuation of the light winds, with th~ 

very unfettled ftate of the weather, and the little 
expeCtation we had of any change for the better, 
induced Captain Clerke to give up his plan of 
keeping within the tropical latitudes. I~ confe~ 
quence of which, we began, at fix o'clock this 
evening, to fteer north-weft by north. The light 
winds almoft conllantly prevailed, after our de
parture from the Sandwich Wands.; du~ing which 
time the air was hot and fultry; the thermome
ter being generally from 80° to 83°. We had 

alfa 
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:a1fo a confiderable [well from the north-eafi, in 

which the fhips were ftnlined exceedingly. 

On the I,ft of April, in the morning, the wind 

changed to the 110rth-ea,ft by eaft, and continued 

to blow a frefh breeze till the 4th, in the morn

ing, when it altered two points. At noon it blew 

a ftrong gale, which continued till t:ie 5th, in 
the afternoon. It then changed its direCtion to 

the fouth-eaft, and blew moderate, with much 

rain. We kept fteering, all this time, to the 
north-weft, againft a flow current from that 
quart~r. On the 4th, when our latitude was 26 Q 

17', and our longitude 173/ 30', we faw great 
numbers of what are called (by the i"ailors) ror_ 
tuguefe men-of-war, holothuria ph))alis V aft 

quantities of oceanic birds likewile atten,hl us, 

among which we difcove,red the fheer-watef and 

albatrofs. 
About noon on the 6th, we loft the trade-wind. 

\Ve were then in the latitude of 2<)° 50/, and the 

longitude of 1700 II. Our old running lopes 

having been continually breaking in the late gaks, 

we reeved all the new ones we had lett, ,rod 

made other neceibry preparatiuns tor tbe different 
clima.e we were fhonly to encounter. The fine 

weather, whic;, we experienced between t"'l tro .. 
pics, had nrlt been mifcmployed. 1 he carpenters 
were fufficiently engaged in repairing th.' boats. 
Our bdl: bower cable having received fo much 

injury in Karakakooah Bay, a.llJ uffOneheoll', ;1$ 

. Z 4- to 
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to occafion forty fathoms to be cut from it; we 

converted that, together with fame other old 

cordage, into fpun-yarn, and applied it to various 

purpo[es. By which means, many of our - people 

were kept wholly employed by the boatfwain. 

Befides, it was now become a trouble[ome, and 

laborious parr of our duty, to air the fails, &c. 
which were continu.dly growing wet, from the 

leakinefs of the fides and decks of the veffels. 

There were other cares, which had the prefer .. 

vation ()f the health of the crews for their object ; 
anel thefe continually occupied a great number of 

our hands. Captain Cook's e1lablifhed orders of 

airif1g the beds, having fires between decks, 
fmoking them with gun-pnwJer, and waihing 

them '.\ irh vine'gar, wcre invariably obferved. 
Even the mending of the failors old jackets, was 

now become a duty of importarJce. Thofe who 

are unacquainted with the habits and difpofition 

of feamen, require to be informed, that they are 

fa accufiomed to be directed by their officers, 

refrecting the care of themfelves, that they con
tract: the thoughlldfnefs of Infants. It is very 

certain, tbr had our people b<:en fuffered to act 

according to their O\\n difcretion, the whole crew 

would have been naked, before half the comple

tion of the vOj'3ge. It might naturalJy be fup

pofed, from thc:ir having experienced a voyage to 

the north the laft year, "that they would be thou

Jcughly fenuble of the necdlity .pf paying atten-

tion 
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cion to thefe matters; but thefe I efil."crions never 
operated upon them; for as {oon a, w\: returned 
to the tropical climates, their fur jacke~s, and 
other articles c:1lcuLlted for cold c11O;ates, wert: 
kicked atom the decks as u[e~efs and ildignifi
cant; thoL:gh everyone among us knew we were 
to make another voyage to\vads the Pole. They 
were, however, taken up and put into c.iks, by 

the officers, and, about this time, reftored to 

their proper owners. 
We perceiv~d in the afternoon, f3me of the 

Iheathing fl~;n;ng by the fhlp; and difcovered, 
upon examination, that abom fourteen feet had 
been w .J.~hed off under the lar-boJrd bow; where 
the leak was fllppofed to have b<.:en, which h,.d 
kept the peo~le employed at the pumps, ever 
fince our departure from the Sandwich Iflands; 
making twelve inches water :1:1 hour. A number 
of fmall crabs, of a PJle b~ue colour, we had 
this day a fight of; and were again accompanied 
by lbeer-waters of albatroDes. In the night
time, the thermometer [Lmk eleven degrees; and, 

though it was then as high as 59°, we endured 
much from the cold; OLlr feelings not being yet 

reconciled to that degree of tempe;ature. 
\Ve had a frefh wind from the north, till Thurf

day the 8th, in the morning: it then becam,~ 

more moderate, and was accompanied with fair 
weather. Afterwards it changed ItS direCtion to 

~he eaft, and then to the fouth. 
About 
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About noon, on the 9th, we were in the lati. 
tude of 320 16/• and in the longitude of 166° 40/• 

On the loth, we croired the track by which the 
Spaniili g311eons pars from the Manillas to Aca
pulco, and expeCted to have feen the illand of 
Rica de Plata; which, according to De Lifle's 
chart, whi-ch points out the route of thofe ihips, 
ought to have appeared. Its latitude is there 
mentioned to be 33° 30 I north, and its longitude 
] 66° eaft. Though fo far'advanced to the north· 
ward, we this dJ)' faw a tropic bird; and feveral 
other kinds of oceanic Lir,ds; fuch as iheer
waters, albatroires, puffins, and fea-parrots. 

At noon, on the I Hh, our latitude was 35° 301, 
and our longitude 16-,° 451• \V ~ this day faw 
plenty of rea-birds, and feveral bunches of fea. 
weed. The Di[covc:ry alfo paffed a log of wood; 
but no other figns of land appeared. 

On the 12th, the wind veered to th~ eaft, and 
blew [0 thong a gale, as to oblige us to ftrike our 
top-galhnt yards. We happened. unfortunately, 
to be upon the moft difadvantageous tack for our 
leak. Bur, having alva)'s kept it under with 
the hand-pumps, it gave m but little concern till 
Tuefday the 13th, at fix in tbe afternoon, when 
a fm!den inundation deluged the whole fpace he· 
tween decks, and alJrmcd us mucb. The water, 
which had made its WJY into the ccal-hole, not 
finding a paiLge into the well, had forced up the 
rlJ.'.~'Grm5 O\-er it, aml inllantaneoully fet every 

thing 
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tping afloat. Our fimation was the ro,re dif

trelIing, as w~ could not immedi.ltely difer-ver 
any means of relieving ourfelves. L could be ( f 
no fervice to place a pump through ;he Up;JtT

,pecks into the coal-hole; and, it WdS becr)me im
practicable to bale the water out with buckets. 

We had, therefore, no othtT expeclient left, than 

to cut a hole through the bulk-head, which fLpa

rated the coal-hole from the fore-hold, and thus 

form a paffage for the water into the well. Before 
this could be effected, however, the Cdi)(S of dry 
provifions were to be got out of the (ure-hold, 

which took us the remainder of the night; the 

carpenters, therefore, could not get at tne parti
tion till the ne~t morning. The paffage being 

made, the principal part of the water ran into the 

well, when we were enabled to get out the refl: 
with buckets. The leak was )lOW greatly in

ereared, infomuch that half of our people were 

conftantly employed in pllmping and baleing, till 
the 15th, at noon. Our men fubmitted chear
fully to this excefiive fatigue; and, to add to 
their fufferings, they had not a dry place to :i1eep 
in : but, in order to make them fome amends, 

~hey were penTIitted to have their full allowance of 

grog. 
. As the weather grew more moderate, and the 
fwell abated, we cleared away the reft of the c.dks 
from the fore-hold, and made a proper p ,ff ... ge 
for the water to the pumps. We. faw a piece of 

. drift 
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(I'rift wood, of a greenifh hue, and founded, but 
found no bottom with a hundred and fixty fJthoms 
of line. At noon, this day, we were in the lati
tude of 41° 52', and in the Jo~gitude of 161 0 15'. 

At noon, on the 16th, our latitude was 42° 12', 
and am longitude 160 0 5'; and, being near 'the 
fituacion where De Gama is faid c') have feen a 
great extent of land, we were glad of an oppor
tunity of contI ibuting to remove the doubts, if 

any yet remain,d, refpetting. this pretended dif
covery. It is fomewhat remarkable that it can
not be difcovned who this John de Gama was, 
when he lived, or at what time he made this 

difcovery. 
Muller relates, that the firfi: account of it was 

in a chart publiihed by Text:lra, in 1649; who 

places it b.ec\\-een the latitude of 44° and 45', 
and calls it " land feen by John de Gama, in a 
voyage from China to New Spain." \Vhy the 
French gtographlrs have n:moved it fi ve degrees to 
the eafl:ward, we cannot comprehenJ; unlefs we 
fuppafe it to have b en to make room for ano
ther frefh difCovery made by tbe Dutch, called 
Comp~iOy\ Land. 

The wind was very unfetrled the w hole day, 
and bh:w in frefh gl1fl:~, wl.lCh were fUCl'eeded by 
dead c;,lm5. T'-Ollb:l the!e wae not unpromifing 
appearance>, yet, ~hT !landing off aud on the 

whole day, \\i hollt perceiv::'g I..nl', we !leered 

to the nunhward; not chuling to loie much time 

in 
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in fearch of an object, the exifl:ence of which was 

univerfally difbelie\'ed. The whole of the 16th, 
our people were employed in drying their wet 
things, and in airing the {hips below. 

The increafing inclemency of the northern 
climate was now fevercly felt. On the 18th, in 
the morning, we were in th~ latitude of 45° 40', 
and the longitude of 1600 25" \\'e had fnow, 
lleet, and Ihong gales from the fauth-weft. Con

fidering the feafon of the year, and the quarter 
from which the wind came, this is rather a re
markable <;:ircumfl:ance. In the day-time of the 
19th, the thermometer remained at the freezing 

point, and fell to 290 at four in the morning. 
On comparing the degree of heat, during the 
fultry weather at the beginning of this month, 
with the extreme cold which we now endured, 
fome idea may be formed of our fufferings upon 

fo rapid a change. 
The gale which we had on the 18th, had (plit 

moll: of the fails we had bent; and as thefe were 
our fecond fuir, we were obliged to have recourfe 
to our laft a'nd beft fet. Captain Clerke's difficul
ties were augmented by the fea being generally fo 

, rough, and the !hips fo extremely leaky, that there 
was no place to repair the fails in, except his apart
ments, which was a ferious inconvenience to him, 

in his declining ftate of health. 
At noon on the 20th, our latitude was 49° 45' 

north, and our longitude 161 ~ J 5' eaft, and we 
earnefily 
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earne11:ly expected to fall in with the coaft ot 
Alia; when the wind thifted to the north, where 
it continued the day following_ Though our pro
grefs was thus retarded, we were confiderably re
frethed by the fair weather it produced. On the· 
21ft, in the forenoon, we had the fight of a whale, 
and a land bird; and, as the water appeared 
muddy, we founded in the afternoon, but could 
not find ground with an hundred and forty fathoms 
of line. In the courfe of the three preceding 
days, we faw a large quantity of wild-fowl, fome
what refembling ducks. This ufually indicates 
the vicinity of land, but no other figns of it had 
been feen fince the 16th, in which time we had 
failed an hundred and fifty leagues and upwards. 

The wind thifted to the north-eaft, on the nnd, 
and was attended with mifty weather. The cold 
was fo intenfe, and the ropes frozen to fuch a de. 
gree, that it was a bufinefs of great difficulty to 
force them through the blocks. On comparing 
our prefent pofition with the fouthern parts of 
Kamtfchatka, as given in the Ruffian charts, Cap~ 
tain Clerke thought it might be dangerous to run 
on towards the land all night. We therefore 
tacked at . ten, founded, and had ground with 
feventy fathoms of line. 

At fix in the morning of the 23d, the fog c1ear~ 
ing away, we faw mountains covered with fnow, 
and a high conical rock, at the difiance of about 
three or four leagues. Soon after we had taken 

this 
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this. imperfect view, a thick fog again appeared. 
According to our nlaps, we were now but eight 

. leagues from the entrance of Awatlka Bay; there
fore, when the weather cleared up, we flood ill 
to take a nearer furvey of the country; when a 
moft difmal and dreary profl'etl: prefented itfelf. 
The coaft is flraight and uniform, without bays, 
or inlets; from the filore, the ground rifes in 
moderate hills, and behind them are ranges of 
mountains, whofe fummits penetrate the clouds, 
The whole was covered with fnow, except the 
fides of fame cliffs, which rofe too perpendicu
larly from the fea, to permit the fnow to lj~ 

lipan them. 
The wind blew flrong from the north-eail, with 

na7)Y weather and fleet, from the 24th to the 28th; 
the thermometer, during that time, being never 
higher than 30io. The fhip refembled a com
plete mafs of ice; the fl1fouds being fo incrufted 
with it, as to double their dimenfions; and, in
deed, the oldeil: feaman among us had never ex· 
perienced fuch continuedfhowers of Ot:et, and 
that extremity of cold, which we had now to 
encounter. The inclemency of the weather, 
the difficulty of working our fuips. and the in
eeffant duty required at the pumps, rendered the 
fervice intolerable to many of our crew; fame 
gf whom were much froft· bitten, and others were 
confined with colds. We continued fland-ing four 
AOl3>Si on each tack, having foundings of fixty 

fathoms-~ 
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fathoms, when within three le~gues of the land ~ 
but no founding at double thar dillance. 

We had, on the 25th, an Imperfec1 glance of 
the entrance of Awatfka Bay, bur could nor pre
fume to ventu~e into it, in the pre[ent condition 
of the weather. \Ve agaIn ftood off, when we 
loft Gght of the DiCcovery, which gave us little 
concern, being now almoft arrived at the place 
of rendezvous. 

In the morning of the 28th, the weather cleared 
up, with a light breeze continuing from the [arne 
quarter. Having a fine warm day we were in 
expdbtion of a thaw, and therefore the men 
were buGrd ill taking the ice from the rigging, 
fails, &c. that it might not fall upon our heads. 
At noon, when our latitude was 52° 44/, and our 
longitude 159 0

, the entrance of Awatfka Bay 
bore north-weft, at the diftance of about three or 
four leagues; and, at three in the afrernoon, we 
frood in with a fair \\ inti from the fouthward, 
having foundings from twenty-two to feven 
fathoms. 

The mouth of Awadka Bay opens in the dt
re~ion of north north weft. On the fouth fide, 
the land is moderately high: it r;fes, to the north
ward, into a bluff-head. Three remarkable rocks 
lie in the channel between them, not far from the 
north-eafl: Gde; and, on the oppoGte Gde, a Gngle 
rok of a conGderable fize. There is a look-out 
hou[e on the north-head, which is ufed as a light-

haufe, 
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houfe when any of the Ruffian fhips are expeCl:
ed upon the coaft. It had a flag-fiaff in it; but 
there did not appear to be any perian there. 

Paffing the mouth of the bay, which extends 
about four miles in length, a circular bafon pre
fents itfelf, of about twenty-five miles in circum
ference; in which, at about four o'clock, we 
anchored in fix fathom water; fearing to run foul 
of a fhoal mentioned by Muller to lie in the 
channel. Great quantities of loofe ice drifted 
with the tide in the middle of the bay; but the 
fuores were wholly blocked up with it. Plenty 
of wild-fowl, of various kinds, were feen; alfo 
large flights of greenland pigeons; together with 
ravens and eagles. We looked at every corner 
of the bay, to fee if we could difcern the town of 
St. Peter and St. Paul, which, from the accounts 
we had received at Oonalafhka, we fuppofed to 

be a place of firength and confequence. At laft 
we perceived to the north-eait, fome miferable 
log-houCes, and a few conical huts, amounting, 
in the whole, to about thirty; which, from their 
fituation we concluded to be Petropaulowika. 
In jufi:ice, however, to the hofpitable treatment 
we found here, it may not be amifs to anticipate 
the reader's curiofity, by affuring him, that our 
difappointment proved in the end, a matter of 
entertainment to us. In this wretched extremity 
of the earth, beyond conception barbarous and in
hofpitable, out of the reach of civilization, bound 

VOL. III ...... N~ l8. A a and 
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and barricadoed with ice, and covered with [um"; 
mer fnow, we experienced the tendereR feeliDgs 
of humanity, joined to a noblenefs of mind, and 
elevation of fentiment, which would have done 
honour to any clime or nation. 

In the morning of the 29th, at day-light, Mr. 
King was fent with the boats to examine the bay, 
and to prefent the letters to the Ruffian com
mander, which we had brought from Oonalafhka. 
We proceeded towards the village juft mentioned, 
and, having advanced as far as we could with the 
boats, we got upon the ice~ which reached about 
half a mile from the (hore. Mr. King was at

tended by Mr. Webber, and two of the [eamen, 
whilft the mafter went to finilh the furvey; the 
jolly boat being left to carry us back. 

Probably the inhabitants had not, by this time, 
feen either the ihips or the boats; for, even on 
the ice, no appearance of a living creature could 
be feen in the town. When farther advanced on 
the ice, a few men were feen hurrying back
wards and forwards; and afterwards a !ledge with 

one perfon in it, and drawn by dogs, approach .. 
ed us. 

Struck with this unufual fight, and admiring 
the civility of this (hanger, who we fuppofed was 
coming to our alflftance, we were aRoniihed to
fee him turn !hort round, and direct his courfe 
towards the r;ftrog. We were equally chagr:ned 
and difappointed at this abrupt departure; efpe-

(ially 
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Hally as our journey over the ice began' to be 
both difficult and dangerous. At every fiep we 

. took, we funk almofi knee-deep in the fnow; 
lind, though there was tolerable footing at the 
bokom, the weak parts of the ice were not dif. 
coverable; and we were continually expofed to 
the rilk of breaking through it. Indeed this 
tCcident actually happened to Mr. King; but, 
by the affiftance of a boat-hook, he was ·enabled 
to get upon firm ice again. 

The nearer we approached the !hare, we found 
the ice ftill more broken. The fight of another 
fledge advancing towards us, however, afforded us 
{orne comfort. But, infiead of coming to re
lieve us, the driver fiopt !hort, and called out to 
Us. Mr. King immediately held up IfmylofPs 
letters. In confequence of which, he turned 
IIbout, and went full fpeed back again; followed 
with the execrations of fome of our party. Un
able to draw any conclufiOl\ from this unaccount
able behaviour, we fiill proceeded towards the 
ojlrog, with the greateft circumfpeB:ion; and, 
when at the diftance of about a quarter of a mile 
from it, we obferved a body of armed men ad
vancing towards us. To avoid giving them any 
alarm, and to preferve the moO: peaceable appear
an!=e, Mr. King and Mr. Webber marched in 
front, and the men, who. had boat-hooks in their 
hands, were ordered in the rear. The armed 
party confiftedof about thirty foIrliers, preceded 

A a 2 by 
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by a perfon with a cane in his hand. Within a 
few paces of us, he halted, and drew up his men 
in a martial order. Mr. King prefented Ifmy
loff's letters to him, and vainly endeavoured to 
make h"im under!1:and that we were EI~li!h, and 
had brought thefe difpatches from Oonala!hka. 

Having attentively examined us, he conducted 
us towards the village in folemn filence, frequent
ly halLing his men, and making them perform 
different parts of their manual exercife; in order 
to !hew us, perhaps, that, if we fhould prefume 
to offer any violen~e, we fhould have to deal with 
thofe who knew what they were about. 

During the whole of this time, Mr. King was 
in his wet clothes,fhivering with cold; yet he 
could not avoid being diverted with this mili
tary parade, though it was attended by an unfea. 
fonable delay. Arriving, at length, at the habi
tation of the coml'nanding officer of the party, 
we were ufhered in; and, after giving orders to 
the military without doors, our hoft appeared, 
accompanied by the fecretary of the port. One 
of the letters from Ifmyloff was now opened, and 
the other fent exprefs to Bolcheretfk, a town 
on the weft: fide of Kamtfchatka, and the place 
of relidence of" the Ruffian commander of this 
province. 

It appears extraordinary, tha; the natives had 
not {een the Refolution the preceding day, when 
we anchored in the bay; nor this morning till our 

boats 
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boats approached the ice: The Bdl: LIght of the 

{hip, we underfiood, had frruck_them with a con

fiderable panic. The garrifon was infiantly put 
under arms; two field-pieces were placed before 
the commander's houfe; and powder, thot, and 

lighted minches were all in readinefs. 

The officer, who had conduCl:ed us to his houfe:, 
was a [erjeant; and alfo the commander of the 

oflrog. After "he had recovered from the alarm 
which our arrival had produced, the kindnefs and 
hofpitality of his behaviour was afronilhing. His 

hou[e; indeed, was intolerably hot, but remark
ably neat and clean. After Mr. King had chang~ 

ed his clothes, by putting on a complete fuit of 

th~ ferjeant's, at his earnefr requeft; we were re
quefted to partake of a dinner, which was doubt
lefs the beft he could procure; and, c..onGdering 
• our vilit was unexpected, was ingenioufly con-
ducted. To have prepared foup and bouilli, 
would have required fome time; inltead of which, 
we had fome cold beef aiced, with boiling water 
poured over it. After that we were regaled" ir!l 
a large roafted bird, the tane of which was mofi 
delicious, though we \\ ere unacquainted with its 
[pecies. Having eaten a part of this, it was re

moved, and fith were ferved. up, drelTed in tv. 0 

different methods. Soon after which the bird "r
peared again in favoury and fweet pates. O~r 
liquor was fllch as the Ruffians dinin6uilh by 
the nam~ of quajs, and was the mott indifferer.t 

part 
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part of our entertainment. The ferjeant's wife 
ferved up feveral of the diihes, and was not per-
mitted to fit down at table with us. • 

Our repaft being ~niihed, during which our 
converfarion was· limited to a few bows, and 
other perfonal tokens of mutual refpeCt~ we ftrove 
to explain to our hoft, the occafion of our vifit 

to this port. Probably Ifmyloff had written to 
them on this fubjeCt, in the letter~ We had deli~ 

vered, as we made him readily conceive our 
meaning; but, as there was not a perf on in the 
place, who knew any other language than Ruffian 
or Kamtfchadale, we found it extrelllely difficult 
to comim:hend what he endeavoured to COmmu~ 
nicate to us. After much time fpent in our at
tempts to 'underftand each other~ the fum of the 
intelligence we had received appeared to be, 
that, though we could not be fupplied with pro
vifions or flores at this place, yet thofe article~ 

were to be procured, in great plenty, at Bolche
retik., That he doubted not,. but the comman
der would readily fupply us with what we want
ed; but that, till he had received his orders, 
neither he, nor any of the natives, could eveq 
venture on board the veff"el. 

It being now time for us to depart, and all 
Mr. King's clothes were not yet dry, he again 
had rccourfe to the ferjeant's benevolence for his 
leave to carry thofe on board which he had bor~ 
lowed of him. This re~ueft was chearfully com~ 

flied 



PAC I FIe 0 C E A N. 359 
plied ~ith; and a fledge, with five dogs, and a 
driver, was inftantly provided for each of Ollr 

party.. This mode of conveyance afforded high 
entertainment for the faiIC!rs; and they were de
lighted ftill more, when they found that the two 
boat-hooks had a fledge appropriated folely to 
themfelves. Thefe fledges are fo light, and fo 
admirably conflruded for the purpo(es they are 

intended, that they went fafely and expeditioufly 
over the .ice, which we ihould. have found ex
tremely difficult to have paffed on foot. 

The boats, on our return, were towing the 
Refolution towards the village; and, at feven, 
we moored clofe to the ice; the entranc,' of the 
bay bearing fouth by eafl, and the oJirog r,orth, 
at the diftance of one mile and a half. 

On the morning of the .;Joth, the calks and 
cables were taken to the quarteT-deck, to lighten 
the veffel forward; and the carpenters proceeded 
to flop the leak, which had occ::tfioned us fo 
much trouble. It appeared to have been occa
fioned by fome fueathino- fallinfY off from the 

'" .":> 

larboard-bow, and the oakum having been walli-
ed out from between the planks. We had fuch 
warAl weather in the middle of the day, that the 
i.cebegan to break away very faft, and almofl 
choaked up the entrance of the bay. Several of 
our officers waited upon the ferjeant, who receiv
ed them with great civility; and C" ptain Clerke 
made him a prtfent of two bottles of rum, think-

A a 4 ing 
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ing he could not fend him any thing more ac
ceptable. . In return,. he received twenty fine 
trouts, and fame excellent fowls of the groufe 
kind. Though the bay fwarmed with ducks and 
Greenland pigeons, our fportfmen had no fuccefs, 
for they were fo exceedingly fuy as not to come 
within fhot. 

On the Ill: of May, in the morning, we faw 
the Difcovery !landing in the bay; a boat was 
difpatched to her affi!lance, and file was moored, 
in the afternoon, clofe by the Refolution. We 
were then informed, that, after the weathe~ be
came clear on the 28th, (the day fue parted com
pany) they were to leeward of the b:1Y; and the 
follo~ in~ day, whc::n they got abre~ft of it, fee .. 
ing the entrance choaked up with ice, they fired 
gun~ and !load off, fuppofing we could not be 
here; but afterwards, perceiving it was only drif~ 
icc, they ventured to come in. 

On Sunday the 2d, we had heavy fuowers of 
fn0w, and the weather was fo exceedingly unfet
tied, that the carpenters could not proceed in 
their bufinefs. In the evening the thermometer 
flood at 28°, and the froft in the night wa$ re .. 
mar1<ably fevere. . 

Two {ledges being obferved to drive into the 
village, on the morning of the 3d, Mr. King 
was ordered on {hore, to learn whether any an .. 
fwer was arrived from the commander Of Kamtf .. 
chatka, which the ferjeant informed us might be 

reafo~ably 
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rea(0nably expected about this time. The dif

tance from Bolcheretlk to St. Peter and St. Paul's, 
is one hundred and thirty-five Engli/h miles. 
The dogs were fent off with our difpatches, on 
the Z9th at noon; and rerurned with an anfwer. 
as we were afterwards informed, early this' morn
ing: fo that they performed a journey of two 
hundred and feventy miles, in a little more than 
three days and a half. 

For the prefent, however, the return of the 
commander's anfwer was concealed from us; 
and, on Mr. King's arrival at the ferjeant's, he 
was informed that he /hould hear from him the 
next day. While Mr. King was on /hore, the 
boat in which he came, and another belonging 
to the Difcovery, were bound faft by the ice. In 
this fituation, the Difcovery's launch was fent to 
their affiftance, which foon partook of the fame 
fate; and, lhortly after, they were furrounded 
with ice to a great extent. Thus fituated, we 
were obliged to continue on /hare till the evening; 
when, giving over the thQughts of getting the 
boats off at that time, fome of us were conveyed 
in fiedges to the edge of the ice, where the boats 
from the !hip took us off, and the reft continued 
all night on fhore. 

It froze extremely hard during the night; but, 
in the morning of the 4th, the floating ice was 
drifted away by a change of wind; and the boats 

were 
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were fet at liberty without fuftaining the (mallei\: 

damage. 
At ten in the forenoon, fevefal fledges arriv

ing at the edge of the ice, a boat was rent from 
the Ihip to conduct thofe who were in them on 
board. One of them proved to be a Ruffian 
merchant from Bolcheretfk, whofe name was 
Fedofitfch; and the other a Gennan, named Port, 
with difpatches from Major Behm, commander 
ofKamtfchatka, to Captain Clerke. 

Arriving at the edge of the ice, and feeing dif. 
tinctly the magnitude of the ibips, which were 
then within two hundred yards of them, they were 
exceedingly alarmed; and, before they ventured 
to embark, ftipulated that two of our boat's crew 
:lhould remJin on ibore, as hoftages for their 
fafety. It afterwards appeared, that Ifmyloff, in 
the epiftle he "had written to the commander, (for 
reafons which we cannot comprehend) had men
tioned our veifels as two fmall trading boats; and 
that the ft:rjeant, having feen the ibips but at a 
diftance, had not rectifjed that miftake. 

After they were cOI?e on hoard, we perceived, 
by. their timorous and cautious beh:lViour, that 
they entertained fome very excraordinary appre~ 
henfiuns. The r \\"(1"(: greatly elated, however, 
w~en th(' ('erman found a perfon among us, with 
W:. ',:. IlL: could enter into converi"ation. Mr. 
\Vebber fptlke th:lt language fluently, and con
"inced them. though not without difficulty, that 

we 
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we were Englifhmen and friends. Mr Port was 
introduced to Capto1in Cle,ke, to whom he de .. 
livered the commo1nder's letter. It was written 
in the German idnguage, and merely compli
men~al, giving him and his officers an inv,tation 
to Bo1cheretfk. Mr. Port alfo told Captain 
Clerke, that the Major had been mifinformed, 
ref petting the fize of the fhips, and the ft:rvice 
in which we were engaged; Ifmyloff· having 
~alIed our two veffels Englifh packet-boats, and 
warned him to be camious; intimating, as he 
fuppofed, that he fufpected we were pirates. This 
let~er, he faid, had given birth to various ~on_ 
jectures about us at Bolcheretfk: that the Major 
apprehended we might be on a trading plan, and 
therefore had fent a merchant to us; but that the 
pfficer, next in command, imagined we were 
french. arrived with fame hofiile intentions, and 
~hat meafures ought to be purfued accordingly. 
He added, that the Major had been obliged to 
exert aU his apthority to prevent the inhabitants 

from quitting the town, fa much were they alarm. 
¢d, from their apprehenfion of our being French. 

Thefe alaqlls were principally occ .. /loned by 
fame circumftances in an infurrection which had 
happened at Bolcneretlk, not many years ago, in 
which the commander was killed. \Ve were 
told, that Beniowiki, an exiled Polilh officer. 
feeing the to-.yn in great confufion, took that op
rortunity of feJzing upon a gallior, lying at the 

entrance 
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entrance of the Bolfchoireeka, and forced a fuL 
ficient number of Ruffian failors on board to na
vigate her; that part of the crew were put on 
fhore at the Kourile Itlands, and Ifmyloff among 
the refl:; who, as we have already obferved, puz
zled us exceedingly with a narrative of this tranf.. 
aaion at Oonalalhka; though we then found it 
difficult to underfl:and aU the circumfl:ances at
tending It: that he had a view of Japan; made 
Luconia, where he was infl:ruaed how to fl:eer 
to Canton; that arriving there, he got a pafrage 
to France in one of the French India fhips; 
mofl: of the Ruffians having alfo returned to Eu
rope in French fhips; and afterwards proceeded 
to Peteriburgh. We gathered the circumfiancts . 
of the above fiory, from three of Eeniowtki's 
crew, whom we met with in the harbour of _See 
Peter and St. Paul •. 

We received a farther corroboration of thefe 
facts, on our arrival at Canton, from the gentle", 
men belonging to the Englilh factory there; who, 
informed us, that a perfon in a Ruffian gaUior had 
arrived there, who told them he came fmm Kame. 
fchatka, and that the French faaory had furnilhed 
him with a pafrage to Europe. 

\Ve were much diverted with the fears and ap
prehenfions of thefe ptople; and efpecially with 
an account, given" by Mr. POrt, of the. ferjeant's 
extreme caution the day before. OR feeing Mr. 
King and fome other gentlemen come on fhore~ 

he 
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he concealed him and the Ruffian merchant in 
the kitchen, to give them an opportunity of liften
ing to our converfation with each other, in order 
to difcover, whether we were Englilhmen or 
not. 

Imagining, from the appearance of Mr. Port, 
that he might probably be the commander's fe
cretary, he was confidered in that light, and was 
invited, with the Ruffian merchant, to dine with 

Captain Clerke. Soon, however, we began to 
fufpea. from the behaviour of the merchant, that 
Mr. Port was ~o more than a common fervant; 
but, not choofing to facrifice our little comforts to 
our pride, we avoided an explanation, by not per
mitting fuch a queil:ion to be propofed to him; 
he therefore continued upon a footing of equality 
with us, and we, in return, reaped the advantage 
of his abilities as a linguift. 

C HAP; 
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C HAP II. 

Stores and Provi/tons ex/rem ely Jcarce at St. PeU,. 
and St. Paul-Exorbitant Demands of a Mer" 
thant-A party diJpatched to BolcheretJk in pur
Juit of Stores and Pruvifions-Proceed up the 
River Awatjka-Pafs the Night in'a Marquee 
on the River-jide-Civility and HoJpilalilJ of the 
1'own of K aratchin-Dre.Jfos of the Kamt[cha
dales-Profecute our 'Journey on Sledges-Curious 
Account of that Mode of travelling-Arrive at 
Natcheekin-Remarkable hot Spring there-Em
bark on the Bolchoireka Rh1er-Arrival at the 
Capital-Formal Proce.flion into that 'I'own-Ge~ 
nerofity and HoJpitality of Major Behm, Co/H¥ 
mander of the Garrifon-BolcheretJk deJcribed
Prefents received from the Major-Entertainmentl 
of Dancing-Very aJtcCling Departure from Bol~ 
cherctjk-Return to the Ships-Remarkable In
fiance of Generofity in the Sailors-Major Behm 
carries Difpatches 10 PeterJburgh-His Departure, 
and extraordinary CkaraCier. 

B y the affiftance of our interpreter, we were 
now enabled to converfe with the Ruffiansf 

with fome degree of facility; and the firf!: objects 
of our enquiries, were, the means of procuring 
frefh provifions and naval ftorlts; particularly the 
latter, for the want of which we had been lona 

I:> 
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in great diflrefs. It appeared, upon enquiry, 
that the whole country about the bay, could fm
nifh no other live cattle than two heifers; and 
thefe the ferjeant engaged to procure for us. Our 
next applications were made to the merchant, 
whofe terms for ferving us were fo exorbitant, 
that Captain Clerke thought it expedient to fend 
an officer to the commander at Bolcherer1k, to 
learn the price of ftores at that place. This de- . 
termination being communicated to Mr. Port, he 
fent an expn;fs to the commander to acquaint him 
with our intentions~ and to remove the fufpicions 
that were entertained, refpecting the purpofes of 
our voyage. 

Captain Clerke fixed upon Mr. King for this 
fervice, and ordered him to prepare for ferting 
out the next day, together with Mr. Webber, 
who was to accompany him as interpreter. Tnat 
day and the next, however, proved too ftormy 
for beginning a journey through fo defolate and 
wild a country; but, on the 7th of May, the 
weather became more fa\'ourab!t::, and we fe, out 
in the !hip's boats, early in the morning, in order 
to arrive at the entrance of the Awatfka at high 
water, on account of the {hoals at the mouth of 
that river. ';rhe couniry boats were to meet m 
here, to conduCl: LlS up the {heam. Captain Gore 
was alfo added to our party; and we were ac
companied by Mr. Port and the Rufii2.n mer
chant, with two coffacks, having been previotlily 

furnilhc'd 
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furni!hed with warm furred clothing; a very ne~ 
ceffary precaution, as it began to fnow bri1kly im
mediately after our fetting out. About eight 
o'clock, we were fiopped by fuoal water, witmn 
a mile of the mouth of the river. when fome 
Kamtfchadales took us and our baggage, in fome 
fmall canoes, and conveyed us over a bank of 
fa.nd, which the rapidity of the river had thrown 
up, and which, we are informed, was continually 
fuifting. Having paffed this fboal, the water again 
deepened, and we were furnifued with a commo
dious boat, refembling a Norway yawl, to con
vey us up the river; together with canoes for the 
reception of our baggage. 

The breadth of the mouth of the Awat1ka is 
about a quarter of a miJe, but it gradually nar
rowed as we advanced. Having proceeded a few 
miles, we pafft:.d feveral branches; many of which 
we were told, emptied themfelves into other parts 
of the bay; and that fome of thofe, on the left, 
ran into the Paratounca river. For the firfl: ten 
miles, the general.direCtion of the river, from the 
bay, is to the north; .and afterwards it turns to 
the weftward. Except this bend, it chiefly pre
ferves a firaight courfe ; and flows through a low 
fiat country, to the difiance of thirty miles from 
the rea, which is fubjeCt to frequent inundations. 
Six men were employed in pufbing us on with 
long poles, three of them beino- at each end of 

'" the boat; and proceeded againfi the {hearn, at 

the 
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the rate of about 'three miles an hour. Our con
tluClors endured this fevere labour for ten hours. . . , 
napping only once, and that for a 1hort fpace 
of time, to take a little refre1hment • 

. Being told, at oilr firft retting oUt, that we 
tould eafily reach Karatchin that night, we wete 
greatly difappointed to find ourfelves fifteen miles 
from that place at fun-fet. This was attributed 
to the delay in paJIing the lhoals, both at the 
tmrartce of the river', arid in rrtany other places. 

Our rn-en being exceedingly fatigued, imd as 
· the difficulty of navigating the river would have 
increafed by the tiarknefs of the night, we de
dined all thoughts of proceeding on our journey 
that evening: we therefore Axed upon a place 
that was tOlerably well fheltered, and; clearing it 

· of the fnow, ereCl:ed a fmall marquee, which we 
had providentially taken with us; and, with the 
affiftance of a good fire, and fome excellent punch, 
pafied the night agreeably. Our principal incon-

· venience was the being obliged to keep at a 
confiderable difta·rice from the fire; for, as foon 
as it was lighted, it thawed e\>'ery pan round it 
into an abfolute puddle. The Kamtfchadales 

·were extremely alert and expeditious in erecting 
our marquee. and cooking our provifions; but we 
were much furprized at finding they had brought 
with them their utenfils for making tea, confider
ing it as a moft intolerable hardfhip if they can_ 

VOL. IlI.-N° IS. B. b notJ . 
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noe, two or three timfs a day, regale themfclves 
with drinking tea. 

As foon as it was light, in the moming, we pro
ceeded on our journey, and, before we had made 
much progrefs, were met by the Cfo;on, or chief 
of Karatchin, who" being appri~of a,ur coming, 
had provided canoes that were bett~r accommo
dated for navigating the higher parts of the rWdr. 
A commodiaus veffel, (made by la!hi'!.g twO canoes 
tQgether) fllrnifued with fur cloaks, and ,lined 
with bear-lkins, was alfo procured for- us, :We 
now proceeded rapidly, the Toion's.peop1e being 
remarkably expert in this kind of bufinefs •. ,At 
,ten we arrived at the ojirog, named Karatchlll, 
and the feat 'of his command; where we were 
re,ceived by the Kamtfchadale men and women, 
and [orne Ruffian fe{vanes belonging to the mer
chant, Fedofitch. They were all attired in their 
beft habiliments; thofe of the women betng)g~y 
and pleafing, and confifting of a 100fe robe ,f 
white nankeen, gathered clofe round the neck, 
and fanened with a filk collar. A {hart jack~, 
witho\lt aeeves, was worn (Wer this, con lifting of 
different coloured nankeens; aAd they had petri
coats made of a Ilight Chinefe blk. Their thifts, 
which wer-e alfo made of fitk, had fieeves extend
ing to the wrilh; and their heads were bou~ 
with coloured filk handkerchiefs, which entirely 
concealed the hair of the married women; but 

the unmarried ones placed the handkerchief under 

the 
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the hair, pefmitting it to flow bJfdy down the 
thoulders. 

Karatchin was pleafa~tly fituated on the fide of 
the river, and was compofed of three log-houfes. 
nineteen halaga;,s. or furtimer habitations, and 
threejlltirts, which ate houfes under ground_ The 
fllilll1,td whofe dwellings we were then tonduCl:ed, 
Was a plain decent man, fprung from a Ruffian 
'tn'other, and a Kamtfchadak father. His houfe, 
like all others in this country, confined of only 
two apartments. AU the furniture in the outer 
rO(Jm, was a long narrow table, with a bench 
round it; and the inner apartment, which was 
the kitchen, was alfo very fcantily furnilhed. But, 
the hearty welcome, and kind attention of our 
110ft, amply compenfated for the poverty of his 
~abitatioi!. 

The wife of the Toion was an excellent cook, 
lind ferved us \vith various forts of filh and game, 
.and different kinds of heath-berries, which had 
been prefervecf fince the laft year. Whilft we 
were dining in this miferable hut, the guefts of 
abfolllt~ ftrangers, and at the extremity of the 
habitable globe, a folitary half-worn pewter fpoon 
attraCl:ed ollr attention. Its form was familiar to 
tis, . and the word London was ftamped upon the 
back of it. It is imp.offible to exprefs the anxious 
hopes aod tender remembrances, this circum
fiance excited in us. Thofe who have been long 
abrent from their native country. will readily 

B b 2 con-
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conceive what inexpreffible pleafure !uch trifling 
incidents can give. . 

- Having now quitted the river, tqe . next part 
of our journey was to be perforll?ed on Oedgt;s; 
but the thaw had been fa grt';at, in the day-time, 
as not to permit us to fet out,: tiUthe [now was 
become hard and firm by the coldnefs of the 
eve~ing. This furnifhed us with an' QPp~r~~nity' of 
walking about the village, which was the only place 
in this country, that we had feen free (ralR [now. 
It was fituated on a flat, of about a mile' and an 
half in, circuit. The leaves of the tre~s werejuft 
budding, and the verdure was f1:rongly ,contrafted 
with the furrounding hills, which remained cover
ed with fnow_ The foil appearing to be capable: 
of producing common vegetables, we were fur
prized t(!) find that not a fpot of it was cultivated. 
Neither were the inhabitants poffeffed. of cattle 
of any fort. In fhort, their fituation~ during the 
winter months, muft be wretched. beyond con
ception. They were now removing from' their 
jourls to their balagans, which gave us an oppor
tunity of obferving both thefe forts of habita
tions. The people invited us, verycivUly, into 
their houfes; chearfulnefs and content were vifibJe 
in every countenance, to which the approaching 
change of feafon might perhaps contribute. 

On returnin~ to our hoft's, fupper was prepar~d 
for us, confiftlng of the fame articles which com
pofed our former repaft. W hen we had finithed 

our 
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our:meal, we entertained the '1'o;on and his wife 
with 'punclt made' of fome of our fpirits; and 
Captain Gore, with his'wanted generofity; made 
them fome valuable prefents ~ after which, they 
Mired to the kitchen, leaving us in the other 
tdom; on the benches of which we fpread 'our 
i9ai.1kins, and fought a little repore; having 
firftfettled with our conductors, to proceed on 
our:journey, when the ground was judged to be 
in a fuitable condition. 
~!.The tnelancholy how lings of the dogs awaken
ed us about nine the fame evening. During the 
whole time our ~ baggage was la!hing upon the 
fledges, their horrid noire continued; but, when 
they were .yoked, and prepared for travelling, 
a chearful yelping fucceeded, which; ceafed the 

iriftant they'marched off. 
i The annexed engraving will {bew {'he figure of 

the fledges: it was taken from one brought over 
by Mr, King, and now in the po{femon of Sir 
A!hton Lever. The' length of th~ body is abollt 
four feet and an ·lialf, and the breadrh one fuot. 
It is made in the form of a crefctnt, of light 
tbugh woud, faftened together with wicker work; 
and, "~mong the principal people, IS elegantly 
ftained with red' and blue; the ft"~ being covered 
with furs or bear-tkins. It has four legs, abom 
two feet in height,reiting on twO long flat pieces 
of: wood, cif the' breadth ot five or iix inches, ex
~Dcling a foot beyond ,the body of the nedge~' at 
~ ! . B .b 3 each 
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c:ach el'!d. Th~fe rUQ up before, fomewbat like 
a ikait and are thod w~th the bone of fome fe~ .. 
;lnimal. The carriage is ornamented, at ~he fore 
part with taLfds of coloured cloth, and leather 
thongs. It has a crofs bar, towhich t1w barn¢fs 
isjoined; and links of iron, or flA,,!l bj:l1s, are 
hanging to it, whic4, by the jingling, is Wp .. 
pofed to encourage the dogs. They feldom carry 
more than one perfon at a time, who fits aGde, 
with his feet on the lower part of, the Qcdge. 
having his, baggage and provi~ons, in a b~ndle 
behind him. The ufual "umber of dogs c:m
played in drawing t4is ,carriag~, . is fiye; fQul' pf 
them yoked two and two, and the 'other acting 
;1S leader. T4e reins being faft!!ned to thecoU~, 
inft;ad of the hea~, have no great CQmmaqd, 
and are th~refore ufllally hung upQ/1 the !ledge i 
the driver depending principally on their oqedi
ence to his voice. Great qre and attentiqn arQ 
confequently ufed in training up the ~eader~ which 
frequently beco!1)es, v.eryyall:1a~le On accoqnt of 
his lleadinefs and docility; the: fU,rn of forty 
rublts ~or ten pounds) being no unufua1 priqe 
for one of them. The rider has alfo a crq()ked 
frick, anfwering the purpofe both of whi,p ~n4 
reins; with which, by {hiking in the (now, h~ 
can regulate the fpeed (Of the dogs, or even {l:op 
~he1U at his pleafure. When they ate inattentive 
to their d\Hy', he often chaH:ifes them by throwinB 
it at them. The qexterity of the riders~ i,o pic~-:: 

. '. 
~ng 
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iog this frick up again, is very remarkable, and 
is the mofr difficult manreuvre in the exercife of 
their profefiion : nor is it, indeed, furprizing that 
they fhould he tkilful in a pra8:ice in which they 
are fa materially interefled; for, they atTured us, 
tbat if a driver fhould happen to lofe his flick, 
the dogs immediately difcover it; and, unlefs 
their leader is both fready and refolute, they will 
inftantly fet off full fpeed, and never ftop till 
their ftl'ength is exhaufted;, or till the carriage is 
overturned and dallied to pieces, or hurried down 
a precipice, when all are buried in the fnow. 
The accounts of the fpeed of thefe animals, and 
of the hardfhips and fatigues they fuffer, w()l1iq 
h:we appeared inc~edible, had they not been fup~ 
pi:)rt,d by the greateft authority. We ourfelves 
were witnetTes of the extraordinary expedition 
with which themerr~oger returned, who had been 
difpatched to BolcherefLk with the news of our 
arrival at St. Pener and St. Paul's, though the 
fnow was exceedingly foft. The Gover:lOr of 
K:amtfcbatka a1Tured us, that this journey was 
ufually performed in two days and an half; and 
that he had once received an exprefs from that 
harbour in twenty-three hours. 

During the wimer, the dogs are fed on the 
o1fals of dried and ftinking filh; and, .even this 
P1ifer~ble food is withheld from them, a day before 
they ftlt out on a journey; and they are not per
mhtcd to eat a morfel of any thing till they 

a b 4 arrive 
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arrive at the end of it. They are frequent1ykep~ 
fafting for two entire days~ in which time they 
will perform a journey of great extent. The fuap¢ 
of tLleft: refembles that of fhe Pomeranian bre~d, 
but' they are confider .lbly larger. ' 

Not chufing to rely upon our own {kill, wf! 
had each of us a man to conduct the l1edge, which, 
in the condition the roads then were, proved a 
very laborifJus buflnefs : for, as the th~w had 
been prevalent in the vallies, thr.ough which was 
our regl,lar road, we were obliged to travel along 
the fides of the. hills; our guides being undel' ' 
A.' . 

the nt:cdIilY of fupporting the fledges, on the 
lo'werfides, with thdr £boulders, for ma~y miles 
togetht:r. Mr. King was atte'nded by a good. 
natun::d Coflark, 'who was fo imperfect in hi~ 
bufiaef~, . that he was continually' overturned, 
wh;ch aff..rded entt:rtainment to his companions. 
The party conlified of ten nlllges in the whole; 
That v I,ieh conducted Captain Gore,' was formed 
of two lafhtd together, and was plentif~lIy fur~ 
nilhed with furs and bear-ikins. It was drawn by 
ten dogs, YOkld four r.·breaL1:"; and thofe which 
We" I I.' cd with heavy baggage, were d~awn by 
the iarr.c number. ' 

'V t: had prccet'ded about four miles on our 
journey, when it b"e,an to rain, which, together 
with t~;: dJ.iknds uf the ni. hl. threw. us into 
[C[',;:: confufio'1. It \.\ as, afte;: fome little conful .. 

tation, agreed, ~hat we thould continue where 

we 
~. ~ 
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~e were till day-light; we therefore fecured our 
~edges, wrappeq ourfdves up in furs, and waited 
patiently for the morning. At three o~clock we 
were fummoned to proceed; our guides expreffing 
~heir apprehenfions, that if we waited any longer, 
Jhe thaw would perhaps ftop us, and prevent our 
advancing or returning. Though we had many 
'difficulties to encounter, owing principally to the 
Qad condition' of the road,' we got fafe to an 
~rog about two in the afternoon. It is called 
Natcheekin, and is fituated on a fmall f1:ream, 
~hich falls into the Bolchoireka, at fome diftance 
JDelo~ tlte town. It is twenty-five miles from 
Karatchin; which, by their account, we could 
have c()mpaffed in four hours, had the froft con
~~nu~q; Q1.lt Jb~ fpow was fo foft that the poor 
animals funk llP to their bellies at almoft every 
fiep; aod it was indeed furprizing that they !hould 
pe able to fupport thetpfelves under fo fatiguing 
a Journey. 

This i~confiderable r;flrog confifts of one log
houfe, th\= refidence of. the 'I'oiOl1, one jourt, and 
five balagans.' We were received here with the, 
fame civility and hofpitality as at Karatchin; and, 
~n the afternoon, were cnndl;tled to a remarkable 
hot fpring, at a fmall dillance from this village. 
Before we came very near it, we faw a rifing fteam 
from it, as from a boiling caldron; and, when we 
approached it, we perceived a ihong fu)phure
~us effluvia. A bafol1 of a~ollt three feet in 

diameter, 
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diameter, is formed by the main fpring; be fides 
which, there are feveral letfer fprings, of equal 
heat, in the adjacent ground; by which means the 
whole fpot, confiftingof about an acre, was fo 
very hot that we could not remain two minutes 
in the fame place. The water ifi'uing from thefe 
fprings, fupplies a fmall bathing pond, and after
wards a little rivulet. which conduCts it into the 
river, at the diftance of about an hundred and fifty 
yards. Great cures, they iRformed us, had been 
effeCled by'this bath, in rheumatifms, fcorbutic 
ulcers, fwelled and 'contraCled joints, and many 
other diforders. Where thefe fprings flow, the 
ground is on a gentle afcent; having a green hill 
of a moderate fize behind it. Some plants fcern
ed to thrive here with great 111xurian~e, among 
which we obferved the wild garlick. 

On the morning of the loth, we embarked on 
the Bolchoireeka; and going with the: ftF~am, 

expeCled to arrive at our jour~ey's end th~ fo]..
lowing day. Though Bolcheretik is eigh~y miles 
from N archeekin, ",e were informed, thac, i~ 
the fummer, when the melting of fnow on fhe 
mountains has rendered the river full and rapid1 

the canoes have often gone there in a fiRgle dllY: 
but /lOW they told us we fhould be much longer, 
the ice 'having broken up only three days betorc 
our aniv <11, and our's being the firO: boat that had 
attempted to pafs. There was but too much 
truth in this intelligence; for we were gready im-

- - pede!! 
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. ,edjld by the {hallows; and, though the ftream 
was rapid in lTIany plac~s, we frequently had 
ijpplings and !hoals, and were under the necemey 
of hauling the boats over them. On each tide; 
of the ~iver, the country was romantic, but not 
~YrrLiQed: the courfe of it being between craggy 
mpunt~ins. of a moft dreary and barren afpeCt; 
with nothing to vary the fcene, except now and 
then thdight of a bear, or a flock of wild-fowl. 
This, and the follawing' night, we fiept under 
pur marquee, on the banks of the river, and fuf
fered greatly from the feverityof the weather • 
. On the q,th, at day-light, we had paired th~ 

IJlQuQtains, and were procee()ing through a low 
extenGve plain, on which were a number of 
OUllbby trees. At nine in the morning, we: 
r~achep an oftrog, called Opatchin, of about the 
fame magnitude as Karatchin, and f~lppofed to 
be fifty miles from N atcheekin. A ferjeant and 
four Ru1lian foldiers had been here two days, 
waiting for out arrival; who inftantly difparch. 
~d a light bpat to aolcheret1k to give intelligence 
gf ourappro/lch. A magnificent canoe, plenti
fully fIJrnifhed with Skins and furs, was prepared 
for our reception, and we were very commo
piouOy equipped; but our fellow-travellers were 
excluded. Ie gave us fame concern (0 be fepa
rated -from our old companion Mr. Porr, who 
daily grew more /by and diftant, as we drew nearer 
~ ~he completion of Ol,Jr journey. He acknow-

kdged, 
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!edged, indeed, before· we fet but, that he was 
not entitled to the refpeCl: we had· {hewn him; 
but, finding him difcreet, and not prefuming, we 
had infifted on his faring as we did, throughout 
the journey. We performed the remainder of our 
pafi"age, with the utmoft eafe and expedition; for, 
as we defc:ended, the river grew more rapid, and 
had very few obftruaions. 

On our approaching Kamtfchatka, we judged, 
from an appearance of great ftir and buftle, that 
our reception was to be in form. This circum
fiance was difagreeable to w, as decent clothing 
had long been fcarce am(,ng us; and our travel
ling habits formed a ftr~n.'e afiemblage of the 
modes of lnd.ia, ulrope, and Kamtfchatka. To 
make a parade thro .. gh [he metropolis in this 

motley trim, we thcu-::h[ would appear ridicu
lOlls; and, as we obfaved a crowd of people c'ol
leCted on the banks of the river, and were in
formed that t~~ commander would receive us at 
the w:J.ter·{j, e, lIe flopped at the houle of a fol
dier, aboct a quarter of a mile before we came to 
the town. rttre we 9ifpatched Mr. Port with a 
mtfi"a:;e to 1.1'; txcelkncy, acquainting him,' that; 
25 foon as we had put off ollr travtlling dfeifes, 
·we would atttnd him at his own h0ufe, to pay our 
rtfpetts to hill!; and entreated bim not to think. 
.of waiting to conduCt. us. He perfiftedhow-. h ~ 
·~ver, 10. IS refolu:j;.n of . paying us tl1lS compli-

mem, and wt.: i~media.tdy procetdtd to jo.n him 

at ., 
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,at the entrance of the capita 1. We were all re
m,ar~ably aukward and defeCtive in making our, 
fi,rft !alutations; not having been accuflomeq . to 
bowing and {!;raping, fo~ atleaft two year~ and 
an half.' The commanpllr' received us in a moft 
~qgaging manner; put ,we 4ad the morti~catioll 
~ difcover, ' that, he ;had" almpfi wholly forgot ~he 
French language; fo that o>nly .Mr.' Webberil.ad 
theA fatisfaCt\on of converfing with him,as h(! 
,[poke the Gernp.n,' whichwa~ his nativeton~. 

Major Behm was ~ccompanied by Capta!A 
.Shmaleff, the next' inCOIl)mand; an4 ;lOother 
nfficer; the whole body~ of~ merchant,s attendeq 
alfo_We werecondu~ed to the commande(s 
,houfe, where we were _.politely and refpeCtfully 
reeeived by his lady ; who had prepared tea and 
'other refre1hments for ~s. ,The firfi complime~s 
being Qver"Captai~ Gore; defired Mr. Webber to 
~~quaint ,the Major, that I,we were diftreifed for 
want of naval,fiores, freJh, ,proyifion~, flour, -and 
other neceJraries; and, tbat:we were convinced 
>we could. not receive much: alliilance from him, 
,in the cou~~ry ~bopt 't'-~at~~,Bay, 'ir~mwhat 
we had already feeQ al1d ,he,~rd ; that the. impof~ 
fibil~ty of ~9nveying heavy, flores over the pen in; 
[ula, at that feafon, we were. but too fenfible of, 
-{r'om the d~fficulties we' had' encountered in our 
j~ur~ey ;a'n\l t,hat we c~uld n~t delay thf> profe
,cution of . ~~~ voyage, to 'wai~ for, any mated~l 
~bange. Her~ the Major, interrupted Mr. Web-

" bet, 



,8~ A V 6 y A G t tot H ! 

her, by obferving;' that we knew not what the, 
were capable of doing; that he 1houl8, not befto'" 
a thought upon' th~ dl.fficulties of'flippryint;' oUt' 
wants; he only wimed to knoW' wh~t articles we 
flood in need of, and'the time he cbUFd be allow .. 
ed for procuring them. ,After: ~:ipreffing out 
acknowledgments for his '()bliging condd"cennon, 
we prefented him aD ~count of the !la-val ft()re~J 
cattle, and flour, we were directed to purchafe '; 
and informed him,,·that we intetldetf to!':profecute 
our voyage.a'bout the 5th-M June. ' 

After this, the converfation becitfrie more ge:. 
nenil, and it migI\t' na'turally be fuppofed; that 
we were anxious to' obtain fome informlrtiolf re:" 
fpecting our native country. Having been three 
years abfent, we etTt~rtained the' .:n-oft' flattering 
expectation" of receiving fame interefting in
telligence from Major Behm: but we were great' .. 
ly difapl'ointed, when' heaffured uS', that he 
could not communicate any iiltdligence of a 
much later date than that of our quitting Eng
land. The commander,' fuppofing we might be 
fatigued, and defirous' of repofe, b~gged leave 
to conduct us to our 'lodgings, at about feven 
o'clock. It was ufelefs . to proteft againJl: a com
pliment, to which we had no other title than that 
of being ftrangers. That alone, with this gene
rous Livonian, was fufficient to countel'balance 
every other confideration. In goil1~along, we 
pa1fed tW() guard houfes, where the men were 

under 



tinder arms ill compliment to Captain Gore, and 
were conduded to a neat decent houfe, which 
the, Major had appointed for bur refidence, while 
we continued at Karntfchatka. We had two fen
ttne!s poftedat our door, and a ferjeant's guard 
in an adjoining hOllfe. Having difpofed of U5 in 

..o\;1r apartmen~s, the Major too~ his leave, pro:
.mifing to vifit us the next day. We were now 
at:leifure to difcover the conveniences which he 
lad amply provided for us. Our fellow travel
ler, Mr. Port, and a foldier, of a rank betweell 
that of a ferjeant and a corporal, (called a pu~ 
properfckack) were fixed upon to be our male do
meftics. We hacl alfo a hou[ekeeper, and a cook·, 
who were ordered to obey Mr. Port's directions 
in. dreffing us a fupper, after the Engliih mode 
of cookery. In the courfe of the evening, .we 
were favoured with a number of civil mdfages. 
from ~he principal inhabitants of the town, po
J~e}y 0bferviflg, that their attending to pay their 
refpects to us at ,that time, would add to our fa
tigues, but they would do themfelves that hc~ur 
the next moromg. Such al)tention and PQ:ite
~ef~" in fo uncultivated and defolate a country, 
formed a COLltraft highly in favour of its inha.bi
tants; alld, in addition to their civility, at fun
fer, :the ferjeant brought the report of his gUard 
to Captain Gore. ' 

In the morning of the 13th,. ,compliments were 
J4:nt ,us by the Major, Captain ShnlaJe~ and the 

moLt 
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mofl refped:able people of the town, from aii 
whom we were honoured with vifits fooo afcer~ 

The two former ha~ing, after We had retired to 
refl, enquired of Mr. Port what articles we ftood 
in the greatefl need of on boatd the 1hips; they 
infifted on our fuaring with their gartifori, IH the 
fmall. flock of provlfions they had then remain
ing; lamerttin'g, at the fame time, that oUf ar
rival /hould happen to be in that feafdri oftht 
year, when fcardty reigned univerfally among 
them; the floops from Okotfk not being yet ar
rived with their annual fupply. 

We thankfully accepted the liberal offer of 
thefe hofpitable ftrangers; ali condition,· how
ever, that we fuould be made llcquainted with 
the price of the articles we received from them; 
that Captain Clerke might draw upon the Viau
alling Office, ill London, for the amount. This 
was refufed, in the moil: pofitive terms 5 and, 
though repeatedly urged, the Major always ftop
ped us /hort, by faying, that his miftrefs would 
be highly gratified at his rendering every affiLh 
ance in his power to the Englilh, who are her 
good friends and allies; and that it would give 
her a peculiar {atisfaaion to find, that, in fuch 
remote regions, her dominions had afforded any 
relief to veifels engaged in fuch important fer
vices. He added, that he could not, therefore, 
act fo contrary to the prindples of his Emprefs. 
as to think of receivillg any bills; but if we 

infifted 
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infifted on it, we might give him a bare certifi .. 
tate of the articles he might fupply us with, 
which he would tranfmit to the coun of Ruffi:!, 
as evidence of having performed his duty. All 
farther acknowledgments, continued he, mufi be 
fubmitted to the two courts, but you mull: ex. 
cufe me from acceeding to your propofal. 

This matter being adjufted, he requefted to be 
informed refpecting our private wants, faying he 
1hould confider it as offering him an affront, 
if we applied to any of the merchants, or had 
dealings with any other perf on except himfelf. 

Not being able to make an adequate return for 
fUCA fingular generofity, he had only our thanks 
and admiri;ltion. At this moment, Mr. King re
collected, that Captain Clerke had fent by him a 
fet of the engravings to Captain Cook's fecond 
voyage, defiriog him to prefent it, in his name, 
to the commander. Nothing could have been 
more acceptable to him than this prefent, the 
Major being an enthufiaft in all matters relative 
to difcoveries. Captain Cler ke had alfo given 
Mr. King a difcretionary power, of permitting 
the commander to fee a chart of the difcoveries 
made in the prefent voyage; and judgif.lg from 
his fituation and difpofition of mind, that he 
would be highlY.gratified by fuch a communica
tion; though, from motives of delicacy, he had 
only aiked a few general queftions on the fllbjetr, 

VOL. III.-NQ 18. C c Mr. 
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Mr. King repofed in him that· confidence, which 
his whole conduCt fo juftly merited. 

He felt this compliment as it was intended he 
fhould, and wasil;ruck at beholding, in ont: view. 

, the whole of that coaft on ,the fule of Afia and 
America, which his ,countrymen had been fo long 
employed in acquiring an imperfeCt knowledge of. 

Except this mark of confidence. and the fet 
of copper-plates already mentiolled, we had no
thing with us defel'ving of his aceep-tallc'!!; for it 
was hardly worth noticing, that Mr. King pre
vailed on his fon (who was quite a yO\ilth) to ac
cept of a filver watch; and contributed to hill 
little da~lghter's happinefs, b.y prefenting ber witlh 
two pair of ear-rings, of French pafte. He alfo
gave Capuaia Shmaleff the thermometer which 
he haa ufed on his i?urney, when he engaged to. 
keep a regifter of the temperature, of the air for 
one whole year, and to. tranfmit it to Mr. Mul
ler, with whom he was acqu~inted. 

This day we dined 'at the .commander's, who .. 
ever ftudious to gratify our cmiofity, had prep'area 
variety of dillies drefl"ed after the Ruffian and 
Kamtfchadale manner, be fides ,a number~fother~ 
in the Englilh ftyle. In !he afternoon, we took 
a furvey of the town, and the ~djacent country. 
The fituation of Bolcher~tlk. is in a low fviampy 
plain, extending to th~' fea- of Okotfk, befn~ , 
about forty miles in length, and of a confiderab~
breadth. It lies north of the Bo1choi.rm- (or 

sr~~ 
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gh~at river) and on a penirill,lia, which has been 
feparated from the 'contlnent by a large canal, 
under the direetions of the prefent commander; 
Which has added ftrength to it as a fortrefs, and 
tendered it' much lefs fubject to inundations. 
The depth of the river, below the town, is from 
Ilic: to eight feet, and the breadth about a quar
ter of a mile. At the diftance of twenty-two 
miles, it empties itfelf into the fea of Okotlk; 
where it is capable of admitting pretty large vef· 
rels. No corn, of any kind, is cultivated in this 
part of the country; and the Major a£rured us, 
that his was the only garden that had been plant· 
ed. In general, the earth was coveted with fnow : 
the parts which were free from it, were full of 
black turfy hiUocks. We faw about twenty or 
thirty cows; and the commander had fix good 
horfes. Thefe, and their dogs, are their only 

,time animals:' being obliged to keep a great 
~number of the latter, they can rear only ruch cat
tle as are a match for them in il:rength and fize. 
lior, during the whole of the fummer fearon, the 

, dbgs are turned loofe,_to provide entirely for them-
fdves; and are fometimes fo ravenous, that they 
wilt even venture to attack the bullocks. 

The buildings in BoJcheredk are all in the 
falne ftyle; they conlift of logs of wood, arid are 
thatched. The Major's h'oufe is confiuerably 
larger th~n th~ reft,' and has three cap'a~10us' 

, rdoms~ neatly papered; but thelak, wliich- co· 
C C 2 vtred 
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vered the windows, gave them a difagreeaqle a,nd 

mean appearance. The town con,iifr~ ?f low' 
buildings, in rows of five or fix habitatians. ea~n, 
conneCted together by a paffage extending ~he 
whole length of them; having the, kitchen and 
ftore-haufl! an one fide~ and the dwelling apart
ments an the other. 'There are alfa barracks for 

the Rufrlln ioldiers and coffacks; a talerable 
chu'~ch ; 'a court-raom; and, at the end of chI: 

town, a number .of Balag'lns. The number cf 
the inhabitants is between five or fix hundred. 
A handfume entertainment was giv~n by the Ma

jor, in the evening, ta which were ,Invited all the 

refpeCtable inhabitants .of bath fexes. , , 
\Ve matie a private applicatian, the next day, 

ta Fedo!itch, the merchant, in order ta purchafe 
tome tohacca; the failars having been withaut 
that favaurite commodity far upwards .of a year. 
This, hawevtr, like other fimilartranwCl:ions, 

came immediately tC),the knowledge of the cam

mander; and, in a very thart time ~fter, we were 

furprifed to find faur bags of tobacco in our 

houfc::, each containing upwards of a hundred 
pounds; which the Major requdl:ed might be 

prefented to .our f~ilors, ,in his name, and that of 
the .garrifon under his command. By the fame 
canveyance, we received, twenty laave,s of fugar, 
and as ,many pounds, of tea, which t}ley requeft
ed,the, officers to accept of; as .. they' underft~ad 
that we Were almaft deftitute of thofe ~rtides. A . . -. . .. -' . 

. prefeD 



PAC 1 Fie 0 C E A N. 38~ 

pre[ent was alfo rent by Madame Bd1tn, for Cap

tain Clerke, which c onfill:ed of honey, blltter, 

figs, rice, and other articles; accompanied with 

her beft wi!hes, that in his infirm fiate, they 

might prove ferviceable to him We ll:renuotlfly 

'endeavo"red to oppo[e this profufion of bounty, 
and were extremely anxious to refirain it; fully 
convinced that they were giving us alnioll: the 

whole ftock of their garrifon. But the anfwer 
we received from the Major, oil thefe occalions, 

generally was, That he had been in di{hrfs him

fdf, and he was (enfible that we mull: now be in 
that fituation. The length of time, inde(;'d, finct! 

we had touched at any known port, appeared to 
them almoll: incredible, and reemed to require 

the evjdence of our maps, and other concurrent 

circumftances, to obtain their creJit. Among 
the latter, we !hall m~ntion a curious faCt, which 
Major Behm related to us this morning, and 
which he laid he !hculd not have known how t() 
account for, ,but for Ollr arrival. 

Among the people of the north of Afia, it is 
'well known, that the Tfchudki only hqve main
'tained their independence, and re(j(l:ed all ~he ef
forrs of the Ruffians to redllc~ thelT1. The laft 
attempt was in J 7 So, and after variety of tem
'porary advantages on each lide, the Ruffian forces 
retreated, after having loil: their commanding of· 
fleer. The Ruffians afterwards remov<;d their 
frontier fomefs, from the Anadyr to the Ingiga, 

C c 3 a river 
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a rivr[ which runs in~o the northern extremity ~f 
th.:: fta of Okodk, and gives its name to a gulph~ 
wt'll of th'lt of Pen'l1infk. On the day of our ar,,: 
rival at Bulcherrdk, the Major had receive~ dif. 
patches from this fur r , acquainting him, that a 
party nf the Tlchudki had alr,\,C'd there, with vo
luntary dfcrs of friendfil;p awl a tribute. That, 
on alking the caule of fo unexpeCted an alteration. 
in their 1entimems, they had acqu .. inted hiS peo
ple, that tWO large Ruman boats had \I ,Ilt',d them~ 
towards the end of the prc::cecl:ng fummer j that 
they had been thewn the greateft kind nets by the 
people who were in them, and had entered int~ 
a league of amity with them; <lnd that, in con
ftquence of this, they came to the Rufiian fort, 
in order to feule a treaty upon terms agreeable to 
bOth nations. This remarkable tale had give" 
rife to much [peculation, both at Ingiginik. and 
Bolcheretik; and muft have remained u'[(erly un
intelligible, had it not 1: r,;n elucidated by us. It 
was no fmall fatisfaCtion to us, to have thus thewn 
the Ruflia~s, ~ven by accident, the beft method 
of colleCting tribute, and extending their domi~ 
nions; in hopes that the good underftanding, 
which this event has produced, may refcue a brave: 
people from fuch l'oVo/erful invaders. ' -' 

,We were this day eng:lged to dine with Cap
tain Shmalelf, who .in order to vary our amufe-,. 
ments, entertained us with an exhibition of dan .. 
ting, in .the Ruffian and Kamtfchadale ftyle. It 
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is impomb~e ,to convey an adequate idea of this 
uncouth exhibition. The figure of the Ruffian 
dance, refembled thofe of our hornpipes, and 
-con,fifted of one, two, or four performers at a 
time. Their fteps were exceedingly iliort and 
quick, their feet being raifed but a very little way 
from the ground; their arms were hung down 
dofe to the fides, the body being krpt, the whole 
time, ereel: and immoveable, except when the 
performers paffed each' other, when the hand was 
fuddenly railed with an awkward motion. But. 
if the Ruffian dance was unmeaning and ridicu
)ous, the Kamtfchadale was infinitely more fo. 
The principal aim, in their performances, is to 
reprefent the clllmfy geftures of the bear, which 
the inhabitants of this country have' frequent op
portunities of obferving in various fituations. To 

,defcribe the awkwardpoftures, exhibited on th~fe 
.occafions, would appear tedious and unintereft
ing; , In general, however, the body was bowed, 
aod tpe knees bent, whilft the arms were employ
ed in imitating the motions' of thaI: awkward 
animal,' 

Having fpent much time in our journey to 
Bolcheredk, and being inforl;ned that our retllrn 
might, perhaps, be more difficult. and tedious, 
we were obliged to acquaInt the Major, this even
ing; witft out intention of departing the next day, 
We' could not think of leaving our new acquaint
f~ce \vlthour regret; and were agreeably furprized, 

<;: c 4 when 
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when the Major promifed to accompany us, if we 
would flay but one day longer. He told us, that 
he had made up his difpatches, and rdigned the 
command of Kamtfchatka to Captain Shmalelf; 
having made the neceffary preparations for his 
departure to Okodk, which was {hartly to, take 
place; but that he fhould be happy in poftponing 
his journey, and attending us to St. Peter and St. 
Paul's, in order to be fatisfied, that nothing which 
could be done to ferve us, fhould be omitted. 

For the articles which Mr. King had given to 

the Major's children, he received, the ~ext morn~ 
ing, a moil: magnificent Kamtfchadale drefs, fuch 
as the principal 'IoionJ wear on the moil: folem~ 
occafions. This habit, as w~ were informed by 
Fedufitfch, mull: have coft, at leail:, one hundre~ 
and twenty roubles. He alfo, at the fame time, 
was prefcnted with a handfome fable mufr~ as a 
prefent from his daughter. ' 

We dined this day (the 15th) with the com
mander, who, willing to give us an opportunity 
of feeing as much as we could of the manners and 
cuftoms of the country, invited all the principal 
inhabitants of the town, to his houfe this even
ing. The dreffes of the women were fplendid, 
after the Kamtfchad.de manner. Captain Shma
Jeff's lady, and the wives of the other officers of 
the garrifon, were drefi"ed in a pretty taile, partly 
in the Siberian, and partly in the European mode. 
fyladame Behm, in plfticular, appeared in a grand 

Etiropea~ 
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European drefs. The richnefs and variety of the 
filks worn by the women, as well as the fingula
Tity of their drefs, was very lhiking: and the 
whole had the air of fame enchanted fcene, in thl': 

m;,Hl of the mri1: deft:rt and dreary country in the 
~lt1iverfe.' The entertainments of this night were 
dancing and finging. 

As we had fixed upon the next morning for 
our departure, we retired early to our apart
ments, where three travelling drelT~s preitllted 
themldves to our view, made after the Kamptf
chadale mode, which had been provided for us 
by the commander. He came to llS himfelf foon 
after, to fee that proper care was taken in pack
ing up our things. We had, indeed, no incon
flderable load of baggage; for exclulive of his 
iiberal prefent~, Captain Shmaleff, and ft:veral 
other individuals, filewed us mallY infi:ances of 
kindnefs and generofity. 

On Sunday, the 16th, early in the morning. 
we were preparing for ollr departure, when we 
were invited 'to take our leave of Madame Behm . " , 
in our palTage to the boat~. Already imprelltd 
with feritil~lents of the warmefi: gratitude, for tlle 
benevolent and generous treatment we had re
ceived at Bolcheredk, they were much heightened 
by the affecting fcene which followed. On qllit
ting Ollr apartments, we flW all the foldiers and 
colTacks of the garrifon drawn up on one fide. 
1nd on the other, were aU the male inhabitants . , : . . 

. of 
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of the town, in their befi clothIng; the whole 

body of the people joining in a melancholy fong, 

which, we were informed, it was ufual to fing 

on the departure of friends. Thus we marched 

till we arrived at nhe commander's houfe, preceded

by the drum~ and mufic belonging to the gar

rifon. Here we were received by Madame Behm, 

accompanied by feveral ladies, habi[ed in long 
filk cloaks, lined with furs of various colours; 

forming a mof!: fplendid appearance. Having 

partook of fome refrdhmept which had been pro
vided for us, we proceed~d to the water-fide, at

tended by the ladies, who joined with the reft 
of the people in the fong; and, having taken 
leave of Madame Behm, after aifuring her that 

the leofe of the hofpitality of Bolcheret1k, would 

be indelible in our hearts, we were too rpuc .. haf
fected not [0 halten into the boats. At puttiQg 

off, we received three cbeers, which we imme~i
ately retumd; and, on doubling a point, \\' here 

we laft beheld our friendly entertainers, they fiiI' 

acded to our fee:ings, by a farewtl cheer! 
OB our r,..turl, the !heam lVa~ foexceeJingly 

rapid, that, fll (wi! hfranding the utm()!t exertions 

of our condu.::tc;rs, v.e did n,ot .arrive ~t the: firft 
village, 0pa.ch:n, till the I jth in the eve.ni~,g, 

whi:h Qid not eX.n: J the rateot lwen;y n.ilcli 
a dlY. On the '91'" we rl'acnt:d J'~::'tchet:kinJ 

a~d cro·{fec t~.e :-:.w. tf) Kara(ch,n on [he 2oth~ 
The L;!J v.a~ in mllch beLler ordl:r than wheQ 

~e 
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w~ paffed it before? as it froze fmartly in the 
night ef, the 19th. We proceeded down the 
Awatika river o.n the 2 dl, and pafTed over the 

~oals, at the entrance. of the bay, hefore it wa$ 
~ark. During the whole of Qur journey, we 

flere highly pleafed with the willingnefs and 
~lacrity. wit h which the 'J ~ions and their Kampe
fchadales "ffifted us a~ the different ,progs. On 
feeing the Major, joy app"ared in evcry coun. 
tenance; and they were much affeCl:ecl upon being 

~nformed that he wO~11d plOrtly leave them. 
A mdfenger had been difpa ched from Bol

c;:heretlk. to Captairl Clerke, acquainting him with 

the nature of our reception ,; and that the Major 
jntended to. accompany us on our r<:turn; ap. 

prizing him, at the fame time. of the day he 
inight expect us. We obferved, with pleafure. 
as we approached the harbour, all our boats 
foming towards us. The men were all clean. 
and the· officers as well arrayed as their ward. 
ro.bes wo.uld then permit them to be. The Major 
was {huck at the healthy appearance o.f Ollf 

failors, and was fur prized to fee tnat many of 
, ~ 

~hem had no. other co.vering than a ,fhirt and 
trQwfers, tho.ugh it aCtually fnowed at that very 
inftant. . 
, Major Behm had expreffed an inclination to 

vifit the {hips before he landed; but, being in. 

formed that Captain Clerke was e~treme)y ill, he 

fhouo-ht it would be improper to. difiurb him at 
'" Q '" fo 
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fa late an hour; it being then after nine o'clock. 
Mr. King therefore attended him to the fnjeant's 
houfe, and afterwards went on board to commu
nicate to Captain Clerke what had happened at 
Bolcheretik. He was much concerned to find 
that, during his abfence, that officer's health was 
confiderably impaired; infiead of growing better, 
as we flattered omfd vesit might, from undif
turhed repott: in the harbour, and a milk and ve
getable diet. 

The next morning, Mr. King conducted the 
Major to the fhips; where he was received with 
every poffible' mark of dJil:intlion, and faluted 
with thirteen guns. He was attended by the com
mander of a Rufiian galliot, two merchants fr0111 
Bolcheretfk, a maLler of a {loep, and the prieft 
of the village of Paratounca. . 

Having viLited the captain, and taken a view 
of the two fhips, he returned to dine on board 
the Refolmion. In the courfe of the afternoon, 
the curiofities which we had collected were fhe~vn 
him, and an affortment of eas;h arricl~ prefented 
to him by Captain Clerke. Here we cannot 
fupprefs an inftance of great generality and gra
titude in our failors; who. being infoqned of the 
handfome prefent which had been mad~ them by 
the Major, voluntarily requefted that their grog 
might be withheld, and their allowance of fpirics 
prefented to the garrifon of Bolcheretik; faying 

they knew brandy was extremely [carce in that 

country, 
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country, the foldiers on fhon; having offered four 
roubles a bottle for it. We could not but admire 
this extraordinary facrifice, knowing how much 
the failors felt, when abridged or deprived of 
their grog. Indeed, they never had that article 
withheld from them but in warm weather, thac 
they might enjoy a greater proportion when it 

. was moft necdfary; but this generous propofal 
would deprive them of it, even in the inclement 

feafon we had naturally to expeCt our northern 
expedition. The officers, however, would not 
permit them to fuffer by their generality, and 
fubllituted, in the room of the fmall quantity of 
brandy, which the Major confented to accept, an 
equal ql!an.tity of rum. A dozen or two of Cape 
wine.for Madame Behm, and (ome other trifling 
prefents ~hich we ·were enabled to make, were 
acceptedw)th great policenefs. The tobacco was 
diftributed the next morning, among the crews 
of barh veifds; every man that chewed or Cmoked 
tobacco being allowed three pounds, and the 
others only one. 

Ic has been obferved that the l\fajor had re· 
fign('d the command of Kamtfchatka, and was 
fpeedily to repair to Peterlburgh ; and he now 
exprdleJ his willingnefs to convey any difpatches 
we miaht chufe to commit to his care. Such an 

b 

opportunity was not to be neglected; and Cap-
tain Clerke requefted him to take the charge of 
fome pJpers rehti\'e to our voyage, to the Bririlh 

Ambaf-
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AmbalTador at the Ruffian court. At lirit, w6 
intended to tranfmit only a eoneife journal of 
our proceeding~; but, aft~r mature, confideration, 
Captain Clerke was of opinion, tbat the whole 
account of our difcoveries might fafely be com
mitted to the care of a man, who had given the 
firongeft proofs of probity and virtue. Confider
ing alfo, that a very hazardous part of the voyage 
was frill to be performed, he refolved to fend, 
by him, the whole of Captain Cook's journal; 
toget~er with his own, from the death of that 
commander, till our arrival at Kamtfchatka; 
and al[o a chart of our difcoveries. Mr. Bayly 
and Mr. King alfo determined to fend an account 
of our proceedings to the board of longitude. 
From thefe precautions, had any accident befallen 
us, the Admiralty would have pecome poffeffed' 
of the principal faCl:s of our voyage. It was 
farther refolved, that a [maller packet {bould be' 
difpatched from Okotfk, which the Major fup .. 
pofed ·would reach Peterfuurgh by December; 
and that he expeCl:ed to arrive there himfelf in 
February or March. 

The Major was entertained alternately in the 
two {hips, as well as we were able, the three fol
lowing days. He departed on the 25th, and was 
faluted -with thirteen gllns; the failors, at their 
own requeft, exprdIing their regard for him by 
three cheers. Mr. King and Mr. Webber attend
ed him, the 'next morning, fome few miles up 

\he 
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{he Awatlka river, whc:r~ the Ruffian priefl: and 
his family were waiting to bid a hil: adieu to their 
commander. 

On taking our leave of the Major, it is diffi
cult to fay, whether the worthy prieft and his 
family or ourfelves were moil: aH'eEted.. Thougll 
ollr acquaintance had been of iliort uttration, his 
behaviour had inipired us with the higheil: efteem 

for him; and we could not part (perhaps for 
ever) with one, to whom we were under fuch in-

.. finite obligations, wj~hollt indulging the mof!: 
tender feelings. Exclufiveof the !tores, which' 

might probably be carried to a public account, 
the value of the private prefents he beftowed on 
us, muil: bave amounted to upwardscf two hu!:
dred pounds. But, however extraordinary this 

generolity may appear, it was exceeded by his 
delicacy in conferring favours, and his ir,geniolls 
endeavours ({) prevent our feeling the weight of 
obligations, which he knew w.e were unable to 
requite. In fupporting a public charaCter, and 
maintaining the honour of his fovereign, he is frill 
more entitled to our admiration, as he w-as aCtuated 
by fentiments the moil: noble and enlarged. The 
fen-ice in which we were engaged, he told tlS, 

was for the general benefit of mankind; and en
titled us to the offices of humanity, and the pri~ 
vileges of citizens, in whatever country we rnighc 
be driven. That, by affording liS fllCh relief as was 
in his pf1Wer, he was certain that he was :ltring 
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agreeably to the willies of his einprefs; and tha't 
he could not fo entirely forget her charaCl:er, ot 
his own honour, as to barter for the performance 
of a duty. Among other things, be faid, he 
made a particular point of ft"tting a good example 
to the Kamtfchadales, who were tuft emerging 
from a !tate of barbarifm; that they confidered 
the Ruffians as their patterns, in every rerpeCl: 0 

and that he hoped, they would in future~ think it 
a duty incumbent on them to render !tratlgers 
every affifiance in their power, and believe it to 
be the univerfal praCl:ice of all polifhed and civi
lized nations. 

The Major, having fa f:lr as he was capable, 
relieved our prefent difirefies, he was not unmind.;. 
ful of our future wants; and imagining we ihould 
not be able to difcover the paffage we were in 
fearch of, and that we ihould return to Kamt
fchatka; he procured from Captain Clerke, the 
particulars of what flour and cordage he fhould 
want, promifing to fend them from Okotik, to 
wait our arrival. He alfo prefented the Captaill' 
with a written paper, enjoining every Ruffian 
fubject to affifi us to the utmoft of their abilities. 

THE END OF THl! THIRD VOLUME. 
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